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NEWS ARTICLE

WikiLeaks’ Redaction Doesn’t Remove Danger

By Cheryl Pellerin
American Forces Press Servica

WASHINGTON, Oct. 25, 2010 — Despite WikiLeaks' attempt to redact the names of Iraqi informants from its
recent leak of classified military reports, some of those people are still in danger, a Pentagon spokesman said
today.

On Oct. 22, WikiLeaks released more than 400,000 sensitive documents chronicling military operations during
the Ireq war from 2004 to 2009.

“We had identified 300 or so people whose names were [mentioned in the documents] that possibly would be put
at risk if their names were published,” Pentagon spokesman Marine Corps Col. Dave Lapan said.

Of that group, he added, the names were removed but “in a few dozen cases there's still information that could
identify those people.”

Such remaining information includes job titles, he said.

The U.S. Central Command has the names of those potentially at risk and “is deciding whether they're going to
make notifications or not,” Lapan said.

A joint task force led by the Defense Intelligence Agency is comparing the original with redacted documents, he
said, to assess the damage that WikiLeaks' publication of the classified Iraq significant-activities reports, called
the SIGACTS data base, could pose to the U.S. military, Iraqi allies and current operetions.

During an Qct. 22 State Department press briefing with Pakistani Foreign Minister Mahmood Qureshi, Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton denounced the WikiLeaks release of sensitive military documents.

“We should condemn in the most-clear terms the disclosure of any classified information by individuals and
organizations which puts the lives of United States’ and partner servicemembers and civilians at risk,” she said,
“threatening our national security and the national security of those with whom we are working.”

The count of civilian war deaths in Iraq — 15,000 more than reported by the Pentagon, according to some news
reports and the nongovemmental organization Iraq Body Count — is one topic arising from the WikiLeaks'
release.

“We have rejected the premise that ... the U.S. has not been tracking civilian casualties. We have. We report that
on a regutar basis to Congress,” Lapan said.

Also in the reports to Congress, he added, “We note carefully that these are not a complete picture. ... We don't
profess to have knowledge about every civilian that’s killed across Iraq. We can only report on the ones that
we're aware of.”

All reports of civilian casualties — even those that put the number of casualties at 15,000 more than the U.S. has
reported — all come from the same SIGACTS data base, Lapan said.

“The matter of trying to estimate Iraqi civilian casualties in the war has been an ongoing issue,” he said, including
a June report by the Congressional Research Service.

“To suggest that there is some kind of precise number that some organization has, ! find hard to believe,” he
added, “because over the years it has been impossible for any of the various organizations that have tried to
come to agreement on a specific figure.”
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Iraq war leaks: No U.S. inves”” “tion of many abuses - Washington Timr

U.S. diplomats and military commanders in Iraq have said that U.S. and allied military forces in Iraq
tried to deter abuse, although U.S. officials do not deny that torture or mistreatment has occurred.

Amnesty Intemational called on the U.S. to investigate how much its officials knew about torture when
they handed over thousands of detainees to Iraqi security forces.

Some of the reports released Friday are laconic, barely a line long: “Individual stated she was beaten
and raped for not cooperating with IP (Iragi police) investigator,” one November 2007 report filed from
Tikrit said.

Others offer more a more detailed description of the abuse — and evidence.

U.S. Marines patrolling Husaybah found a man in the custody of Iraqi forces who said he was pulled
out of a taxi, blindfolded, beaten and kept in a room for three days, one of the reports says. It cites
medical documents and pictures of the man's injuries as evidence that his allegation of abuse is
substantiated. “No further investigation is warranted,” it reads.

A “serious incident report” filed in December 2009 in Tal Afar said U.S. forces had obtained footage of
about a dozen Iraqgi army soldiers — including a major — executing a detainee. The video showed the
bound prisoner being pushed into the street and shot, the Americans said. There was no indication of
what happened to the video, or to the Iragi major or his soldiers. The incident is marked “closed.”

The release of the documents comes at a pivotal time for the U.S. in Iraq as the military prepares to
withdraw all 50,000 remaining troops from the country by the end of next year. The U.S. military had as
many as 170,000 troops in Iraq in 2007.

Violence has declined sharply over the past two years, but near-daily bombings and shootings
continue.

The situation has been exacerbated by growing frustration among the public over the failure of Iraqi
politicians to form a new government. Al-Maliki is struggling to remain in power since his Shiite alliance
narrowly lost the March 7 vote to a Sunni-backed bloc led by rival Ayad Allawi.

Some of the documents focus on the actions of coalition troops. A report from February 2007 describes
a combat helicopter being dispatched to destroy a truck carrying a mortar tube that had just been used
in an attack. Two insurgents get into another truck and drive away, then attempt to surrender after they
are fired on. When they attempt to drive away a second time, a military lawyer advises the helicopter
that “They can not surrender to aircraft and are still valid targets.” The helicopter opens fire, with a
missile, driving the insurgents into a shack before opening fire again and killing them.

The reports also document civilian contractors working for the military firing on cars that drove too close
to their convoys, fearing the vehicles might be driven by suicide bombers.

The documents aiso provided new details about one of the most contentious issues of the war —
civilian casualties.

The U.S. military has recorded just over 66,000 civilian deaths, according to the documents posted by
WikiLeaks. Iraq Body Count, a private, British-based group that has tracked the number of Iraqgi
civilians killed since the war began, said in a press release that it had analyzed the information and
found 15,000 previously unreported deaths, which would raise its total from as many as 107,369
civilians to more than 122,000 civilians.

The Iraqgi government has issued a tally claiming at least 85,694 deaths of civilians and security officials
were killed between January 2004 to Oct. 31, 2008.

Associated Press writers contributing to this report included Fisnik Abrashi in London; Sagar Meghani,
Anne Flaherty, Robert Bums, Pauline Jelinek and Anne Gearan in Washington and Kim Gamel in
Cairo.
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News Wrap: WikiLeaks Releases 400,000 Iraq War Documents

SUMMARY

In other news Friday, WikiLeaks released nearly 400,000 secret U.S. files on the Iraq war, counting more than 15,000 unreported civilian deaths. Also, Haiti is dealing with a
deadly cholera outbreak. Hari Sreeruvasan speaks with Eric Lotz of Oparation Blessing International about efforts to provide clean drinking water there

Transcript

HARI SREENIVASAN: The WikiLeaks Web site released nearly 400,000 secret U.S. files on the Iraq war late today. It was the largest leak of
classified U.S. files in history. The documents count at least 15,000 civilian deaths that were never reported before.

They also indicate U.S. officials failed to pursue accounts of Iraqi authorities brutalizing prisoners. WikiLeaks earlier published more than 90,000
documents on the Iraq war.

Doctors and aid officials in Haiti fought today to contain an outbreak of cholera. At least 142 people have died, mainly in the central part of the country.
Thousands of earthquake refugees now live there in squalid camps.

Cases of cholera have swamped hospitals in the region, with more than 1,000 people affected. The fast-moving bacterial infection causes severe
diarrhea and can kill within hours.

At the U.N. in New York, officials said today they do not know how far the outbreak might spread or what the mortality rate will end up being.
CATHERINE BRAGG, United Nations Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator: It is still in early days, and it is very difficult for -- And we
certainly wouldn't use the statistics, that, you know, 10 percent mortality rate, at this point. We're just getting the report of both the deaths, as well as

the number of people affected. And those numbers can change.

HARI SREENIVASAN: Haitian Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive says he's worried the outbreak could reach all the way to the capital in Port-au-
Prince.

For more on the situation on the ground, I spoke earlier this afternoon with Eric Lotz of Operation Blessing International. He's working at the center of
the cholera outbreak in Bambou Laporte.

Can you describe the last 24 hours?

ERIC LOTZ, Operation Blessing International: Yesterday morning, we got the call that there was an outbreak here that we needed to respond to.
And, [ mean, within just a couple hours, we were mobilized to get here. Things went from not expecting what to find to horror when we were at the
hospital. I mean, almost every square foot of the hospital grounds, even inside and outside, were just covered with people, laying on mattresses, laying

on mats, laying on cardboard boxes sometimes, not even able to get up because of the amount of pain that they are in.

We left the hospital, came out to the village, and started setting up our first water filtration system here. And coming down the road towards the village,
there were just hundreds of people lined on both sides of the street with their buckets, hoping that we had water to give them.

It wasn't water that we had. We had filtration units, which allowed them to get water. We pulled water out of the same -- same river that made them
dirty, treated it, cleaned it up, put it back in their buckets. And now they are able to have healthy water, clean water to drink.

HARI SREENIVASAN: So what is the situation on the ground as you see it now?
ERIC LOTZ: Out here in the village where we are at now, the people are still, many places, without clean water. We are mobilizing right now, actually,
to take a load of Lifesaver Jerrycans out to a village, a remote village at the end of a long road, a long road running alongside the river, the same river

that has made them sick, should be those -- that village.

HARI SREENIVASAN: [ know your operation has been pretty good about trying to get filtration systems out there, but is there a chance that this is
going to get worse?

ERIC LOTZ: Well, you know, we're hoping that, by nipping it in the bud as quick as we are and getting the word out of the people to stop drinking the

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/military/july-dec10/news_10-22.html 6/23/2013
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local water, we are really hoping that this is going to take care of this at least localized outbreak.

HARI SREENIVASAN: And is there a threat here that some of these people could be coming back into city centers like Port-au-Prince? |
ERIC LOTZ: | mean, that is always a possibility. As they are cured of the sickness, they can still carry it back in the form of just, you know, bacteria on l
their skin, on their hands, carry it back to families in Port-au-Prince. And just the simple act of cooking a meal can make their whole family sick. ‘
If this was to reach Port-au-Prince, it could have devastating circumstances. |
HARI SREENIVASAN: All right, Eric Lotz from Operation Blessing International, thanks for your time.

ERIC LOTZ: Thank you.

HARI SREENIVASAN: One-third of all adult Americans, up to 100 million people, may have diabetes by the year 2050. The Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention issued that new projection today. It's up sharply from estimates that one in 10 Americans now have diabetes, or about 24

million people. The spread of the disease is closely tied to rising obesity rates.

French police forced protesters to step aside today and reopened a vital oil refinery. Striking workers had blockaded the site in a bid to kill pension

reforms. Police and strikers jostled in front of the gates of the refinery 50 miles east of Paris. It's the closest source of gasoline supplies to the French

capital.

In Paris, the French Senate today passed legislation that includes raising the partial retirement age from 60 to 62 and the full retirement age from 65 to
67.

Wall Street turned in mixed results for the day, but gains for the week. The Dow Jones industrial average lost 14 points today to close at 11,132. The
Nasdaq rose more than 19 points to close at 2479. For the week, both the Dow and the Nasdaq gained roughly half-a-percent.
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