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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Google Alerts (googlealerts-noreply@google.com] 
Thursday, September 24, 2009 2:10PM 
Yosi Sergant 
Google Alert - yosi sergant 

Google Web Alert for: yosi sergant 

Big Hollywood » Blog Archive » RESPONSE TO NEA CHAIRMAN'S ... 
RESPONSE TO NEA CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT Throwing Yosi Sergant Under the Bus Isnt an ... Senate 
confirmed my boss todayand were off As posted by Y osi Sergant on •.. 

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google. 

Remove this alert. 
Create another alert. 
Manage your alerts. 
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Monica Ashar 

From: Yosi Sergant 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, September 24, 2009 2:20 PM 
Anita Decker 

Subject: more 

http:Ubighollywood.breitbart.com/pcourrielche/2009/09/24/response-to-nea-chairmans-statement-throwing-yosi­
sergant-under-the-bus-isnt-an-answer/ 

Yosi Sergant 
National Endowment for the Arts 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 614 
Washington DC 20506 
202-682-5570 office 

•••• cell 
yosi@arts.gov 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Google Alerts [googlealerts-noreply@google.com] 
Thursday, September 24, 2009 2:06 AM 
Yosi Sergant 
Google Alert - yosi sergant 

Google Blogs Alert for: yosi sergant 

But at least six federal laws and regulations were violated when then NEA communications director Yosi 
Sergant and White House Office of Public Engagement deputy director Buffy Wicks tried twisting the arms of 
artists and arts groups ... 

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google. 

Remove this alert. 
Create another alert. 
Manage your alerts. 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: Yosi Sergant ····--~ Thursday, Septem 
To: Yosi Sergant 

7/15 - mtg with 11111111 
••• sends invite 

- i send edits 
- i send invite 
- -.sends invite 

8/10 - call 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Google Alerts [googlealerts-noreply@google.com] 
Thursday, September 03, 2009 3:29 PM 
Yosi Sergant 
Google Alert - yosi sergant 

Google Blogs Alert for: yosi sergant 

Part 4 of 5: (Yosi Sergant's NEA audio and Rockerfeller sponsored art). Part 5 of 5: (conclusion of 
Rockerfeller sponsored art and the liberal definition of 'freedom'). Share/Bookmark · Email this Post to a Friend 

The Wicked Stage: The NEA/United We Serve Call, Ctd. 
Rob \V einert-Kendt 

••• to subvert the NEA's charter he was implying. That said, I still haven't heard back from Yosi Sergant at the 
NEA regarding this matter. I'll keep trying and let you know what I find out. Posted by Rob Weinert-Kendt at 
12:03 PM ... 
The Wicked Stage - http://thewickedstage.blogspot.com/ 

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google. 

Remove this alert. 
Create another alert. 
Manage your alerts. 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

.... 111!111!_ .. ( G J 
Thursday, September 03, 2009 4:04 PM 
NEA Chairman; Joanna Gang; Eleanor Steele; Katie Marie Zouhary; Yosi Sergant 
Re: National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the White House Office of Public Engagement, 
and United We Serve meeting with the artistic community 

Re: Aug 1Oth Conference call hosted by National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the White House 
Office of Public Engagement, and United We Serve 

Did the NEA have anything to do with initiating the conference call? 

Did the NEA encourage artists to create art on health care, energy and the environment? 

Please state your case publically so we can uncover the truth. 

Phr41.B y:m-, P•ahi! Mendot.,_ Mlkc d¢ ta !ftoi::ha:, •.nymorn:l Lfltm JtnJw,r, Mnm litOl!!Oit~ Mu:hatl'l Ski:tfn~k, 'f""y";ili S:mlth, Acb 
Stone an-d Nicota \faifisen ,A wk t>1rHt nc hli&A1{!t\f"tt ;:;,1:! w 20t:tAr> tb~ Uniited We "SeNe. 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: M 
To: 
Cc: ' ••• Nellie Abernathy; Yosi Sergant; •••••• •••• 
Subject: Re: 9/11 initiative 

Thanks•• 

If everyone can send availability within the llam-2pm PST window that would help speed along the process. 

Thanks! 

On Thu, Sep 3, 2009 at 12:49 PM,······· 
I'm open between llam and 2pm tomorrow. 

wrote: 

Best 

On 9/3/09 10:46 AM, "'•••• '41 ••• !1!!!!!!!!!1!!!!!!!!•1f' wrote: 

Hi Everyone, 

If you intend on helping to promote the 9/12 Dream Center volunteer opp in partnership w/ the day of 
service, please send me your availability for a call tomorrow, between the hours of 10am-Spm, PST. We 
have a week! 

Thanks, 

On Mon, Aug 31, 2009 at 9:48AM,········~-·········> wrote: 

I think that's a great idea, guys- and I think will be in a better position to support 
the event with the lead time this implies, as well as the context this creates. 

Let's have a meeting! 

0< n 8:j/:2~9~/0~9~1~:3~0~A~M~, ~~~ ==~" ...... I >wrote: 
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Hello, due to how soon the date is and after speaking with 
earlier today, we have decided that we want to push the event back­
and do it right :) 

We were thinking we can take on the 9/11 serve.gov <http://serve.gov> 
initiative virally, starting Monday, push it through and maintain a 
mailing list and those who serve, get rewarded with an event perhaps 
around the holidays in mid December. 

A thought is to get the volunteer aspects promoted, keeping our 
promise to get people involved on that day and in general, while 
growing the community and using that as a base for the movement and 
an event for it. 

This way as well obviously we have more time to work on talent, press, 
promotion et al- plus, I wasn't loving the venue wanting the event to 
be the earlier part of the night, to have their own after party- we pretty 
much all agree people won't come out at 7 /8p on Friday. 

I look forward to your thoughts and to plan this out with proper lead 
time and tools. 

Thank you and have a great weekend! 

Now in 18 cities! 

\ 
Subscribe: I 

Twitter: ,~~~~:~~~~~-~· 
Myspace: ntTQ.;LLJrf:!:!:!i..:B~Q..IS.&Q!J~I!! \ Facebook: '-'= 

Facebook Group: 
htt ://www.facebook.com/ rou 1 

Linkedln: http://www.linkedin.com/in, \ 
lmeem: http:/; t 

2 

\ 
----i 



3 



Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Phillips, Macon~ ( b"{ , \ 
Thursday, Sept~ · cLJ 
Phillips, Macon; Yosi Sergant 
RE: heads up 

With text in case you are on bb: 

The National Endowment for the Art of Persuasion? 

by Patrick Courrielche 

I recently wrote ... a critique oftte art community's lack of dissent in the face of many controversial decisions 
made by the current administration. Entitled "The Artist Fmmerly Known as Dissident," one of the key points 
argued in the article was the potential danger associated with the use of the art community as a tool of the state. 
Little did I know how quickly this concern would be elevated to an outright probability. 

Sometime between when I finished the critique and when it went live online, I was invited by the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) to take part in a conference call that invited a group of rising artist and art 
community luminaries "to help lay a new foundation for growth, focusing on core areas of the recovery agenda 
- health care, energy and environment, safety and security, education, community renewal." 

Now admittedly, I'm a skeptic of BIG government. In my view, power tends to overreach whenever given the 
opportunity. It's a law of human nature that has very few exceptions. That said, it felt to me that by providing 
issues as a cynosure for inspiration to a handpicked arts group - a group that played a key role in the President's 
election as mentioned throughout the conference call - the National Endowment for the Arts was steering the 
art community toward creating art on the very issues that are currently under contentious national debate; those 
being health care reform and cap-and-trade legislation. Could the National Endowment for the Arts be looking 
to the ati community to create an environment amenable to the administration's positions? 

Before arguing why I see this as a gross overreach of the National Endowment for the Arts and its mission, a 
brief background on the conference call is needed. 
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On Thursday August 6th, I was invited by the National Endowment for the Arts to attend a conference call 
scheduled for Monday August lOth hosted by the NEA, the White House Office ofPublic Engagement, and 
United We Serve. The call would include "a group of artists, producers, promoters, organizers, influencers, 
marketers, taste-makers, leaders or just plain cool people to join together and work together to promote a more 
civically engaged America and celebrate how the arts can be used for a positive change!" 

I learned after the conference call that there were approximately 75 people participating, including many well 
respected street-artists, filmmakers, art galleries, music venues, musicians and music producers, writers, poets, 
actors, independent media outlets, marketers, and various other professionals from the creative community. I 
suppose I was invited because of my work in creating arts initiatives, but being a former employer of the NEA's 
Director of Communications was probably a factor as well. 

Backed by the full weight of President Barack Obama's call to service and the institutional weight of the NEA, 
the conference call was billed as an opportunity for those in the art community to inspire service in four key 
categories, and at the top of the list were "health care" and "energy and environment." The service was to be 
attached to the President's United We Serve campaign, a nationwide federal initiative to make service a way of 
life for all Americans. 

It sounded, how should I phrase it. . . unusual, that the NEA would invite the art community to a meeting to 
discuss issues currently under vehement national debate. I decided to call in, and what I heard concerned me. 

The people running the conference call and rallying the group to get active on these issues were Y osi Sergant, 
the Director of Communications for the National Endowment for the Arts; Buffy Wicks, Deputy Director of the 
White House Office ofPublic Engagement; Nell Abernathy, Director of Outreach for United We Serve; 
Thomas Bates, Vice President of Civic Engagement for Rock the Vote; and Michael Skolnik, Political Director 
for Russell Simmons. 

We were encouraged to bring the same sense of enthusiasm to these "focus areas" as we had brought to 
Obama's presidential campaign, and we were encouraged to create art and art initiatives that brought awareness 
to these issues. Throughout the conversation, we were reminded of our ability as artists and art professionals to 
"shape the lives" of those around us. The now famous Obama "Hope" poster, created by artist Shepard Fairey 
and promoted by many of those on the phone call, and will.i.am 's "Yes We Can" song and music video were 
presented as shining examples of our group's clear role in the election. 

Obama has a strong arts agenda, we were told, and has been very supportive of both using and supporting the 
arts in creative ways to talk about the issues facing the country. We were "selected for a reason," they told us. 
We had played a key role in the election and now Obama was putting out the call of service to help create 
change. We knew "how to make a stink," and were encouraged to do so. 
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Throughout the conversation my inner dialogue was firing away questions so fast that the NRA would've been 
envious. Is this truly the role of the NEA? Is building a message distribution network, for matters other than 
increasing access to the arts and arts education, the role of the National Endowment for the Arts? Is providing 
the art community issues to address, especially those that are currently being vehemently debated nationally, a 
legitimate role for the NEA? I found it highly unlikely that this was in their original charter, so I checked. 

The NEA published a book entitled National Endowment for the Arts: A History 1965-2008 ~early this year. 
Combing through the 40+ year history of the NEA, I could not find a single instance of the agency creating or 
supporting a national initiative that encouraged the art community to address current issues under contentious 
debate. 

The NEA was created by the Congress of the United States and President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1965 as "a 
public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts, both new and established; bringing the arts to all 
Americans; and providing leadership in arts education." The issue of health care is curiously absent from this 
description on their website. 

So I'd like to start a little debate and ask you, the reader, the same question. Do you think it is the place of the 
NEA to encourage the art community to address issues currently under legislative consideration? 

And before answering, let me give you my take. 

The NEA is the nation's largest annual funder of the arts. That is right, the largest funder of the arts in the 
nation- a fact that I'm sure was not lost on those that were on the call, including myself. One of the NEA's 
major functions is providing grants to artists and arts organizations. The NEA has also historically shown the 
ability to attract "matching funds" for the art projects and foundations that they select. So we have the nation's 
largest arts funder, which is a federal agency staffed by the administration, with those that they potentially fund 
together on a conference call discussing taking action on issues under vigorous national debate. Does there 
appear to be any potential for conflict here? 

Discussed throughout the conference call was a hope that this group would be one that would carry on past the 
United We Serve campaign to support the President's initiatives and those issues for which the group was 
passionate. The making of a machine appeared to be in its infancy, initiated by the NEA, to corral artists to 
address specific issues. This function was not the original intention for creating the National Endowment for the 
Arts. 

A machine that the NEA helped to create could potentially be wielded by the state to push policy. Through 
providing guidelines to the art community on what topics to discuss and providing them a step-by-step 
instruction to apply their art fom1 to these issues, the "nation's largest annual funder of the arts" is attempting to 
direct imagery, songs, films , and literature that could create the illusion of a national consensus. This is what 
Noam Chomsky calls "manufacturing consent." 
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Now, if you are for the issues being pursued by the current administration, you may be inclined to think 
favorably of what I am labeling "overreach." What a powerful weapon to fight those that are opposed to our 
ideas, you may think. For those in this camp I ask you this - will you feel the same when the opposition has 
access to the same machine? If history is any indication, the pendulum swings both ways. Is persuasion what the 
originators envisioned when they brought the legislation that created the NEA to the floor of Congress? 

As a member ofthe art community for the past 14 years, I raise these questions only after careful consideration. 
Many of those on the call are from my hometown. My position here should not be construed as a personal 
attack on the call participants. Many of those on the call worked tirelessly on the Obama campaign and are 
proud of their victory. They look at this as an opportunity to be involved directly with the White House, which 
is an exciting prospect to many in the art world whose experience with the government may be limited to 
paying taxes and voting. 

But the art community must put this excitement aside and ask itself about the proper role of government 
agencies created to promote the arts. And if put in the wrong hands, could a message machine built by the NEA 
be used in a nefarious manner not currently foreseeable? 

In an attempt to recapture the excitement and enthusiasm of the campaign the organizers of this conference call 
have entered murky waters, a strait that the NEA cannot afford to swim. Previously shackled with the 
controversy over the Serrano and Mapplethorpe images of 1989 that escalated to a debate over its very 
existence, the NEA needs to stay far away from any questions of impropriety. 

There is no shortage of problems within the art community that the NEA could tackle. Museums across the 
country have been hit hard by the financial crisis. Their trusts and portfolios have seen massive declines. 
Donations, attendance, and memberships are down. Many have had to reduce exhibition hours due to staffing 
and budget reductions. And countless art galleries, the lifeblood and revenue stream for many artists, have 
closed or are on the brink of closure. Rallying the art community around these issues seems a more appropriate 
use of its resources. 

I'm not a "right-wing nut job." It just goes against my core beliefs to sit quietly while the art community is used 
by the NEA and the administration to push an agenda other than the one for which it was created. It is not 
within the National Endowment for the Arts' original charter to initiate, organize, and tap into the art 
community to help bring awareness to health care, or energy & environmental issues for that matter; and 
especially not at a time when it is being vehemently debated. A1tists shouldn't be used as tools of the state to 
help create a climate amenable to their positions, which is what appears to be happening in this instance. If the 
art community wants to tackle those issues on its own then fine. But tackling them shouldn't come as an 
encouragement from the NEA to those they potentially fund at this coincidental time. 
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And if you think that my fear regarding the arts becoming a tool of the state is still unfounded, I leave you with 
a few statements made by the NEA to the art community participants on the conference call. "This is just the 
beginning. This is the first telephone call of a brand new conversation. We are just now learning how to really 
bring this community together to speak with the government. What that looks like legally? ... bare with us as we 
learn the language so that we can speak to each other safely ... " 

Is the hair on your arms standing up yet? 

From: Phillips, Macon 
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2009 8:33 PM 
To: 'yosi@arts.gov' 
Subject: heads up 

http:/ /bighollywood.breitbart.com/pcourrielche/2009/08/25/the-national-endowment-for-the-art-of-persuasion­
patrick-courrielche/ 

~"T 

It 
--~~\ 

~~ 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Phillips, Macon-.....-a 
Thursday, Sept~ 
Yosi Sergant 
RE: heads up 

\ 
/~ \ 
~~ 

/ 

I know how that feels. You're a good man Charlie Brown - chin up. 

Macon Phillips I I 
Office: •••• 

-----Original Message-----
From: Yosi Sergant [mailto:yosi@arts.gov] 
Sent: Thursday) September 03J 2009 8:44 PM 
To: Phillips) Macon 
Subject: Re: heads up 

I've been on glenn beck 2 nights in a row. 

----- Original Message -----
From: Phillips) Macon ~ 
To: Yosi Sergant 
Sent: Thu Sep 03 20:32:37 2009 
Subject: heads up 

http:/!bighollywood.breitbart.com/pcourrielche/2009/08/25/the-national-endowment-for-the-art­
of-persuasion-patrick-courrielche/ 

Macon Phillips I I 

Office: ...... II Mobile: ·---~ 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: --··--~~~1 Sunday, September 06, 2009 12:21 PM 
To: Yosi Sergant 
Subject: FW: Political action? 

I would appreciate the courtesy of a reply. 

Thank you. 

From: [mailto=•••••••IJ 
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2009 5:39 PM 
To: 'yosi@arts.gov' 
Subject: Political action? 

Would you please clarify the following and issue a public statement regarding the conference call hosted by the 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the White House Office of Public Engagement, and United We Serve 
focusing on core areas of the recovery agenda- health care, energy and environment, safety and security, 
education, community renewal: 

1. Did the NEA have anything to do with initiating the conference call? 
2. Did the NEA encourage artists to create art on health care, energy and the environment? 
3. If so, how can you justify taking a specific political stance by inviting only a select group of invitees 

who could be recruited to advance the political agenda of the administration and its policies? 
4. Is that appropriate, even legal, to use public funding for political purposes by a federal agency? 
5. Is that a violation of your charter? 

Thank you. 

) 
A very concerned citizen/artist 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Google Alerts [googlealerts-noreply@google.com] 
Tuesday, September 08, 2009 12:14 PM 
Yosi Sergant 
Google Alert yosi sergant 

Google News Alert for: yosi sergant 

... yet to comment regarding their involvement with this effort, except for one small, but 
damaging, comment by their Communications Director Yosi Sergant. ... 

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google. 

Remove this alert. 
Create another alert. 
Manage your alerts. 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Yosi Sergant 
Tuesday, September 08, 2009 12:18 PM 
Anita Decker 
Another .. I{ post just went up on Big Hollywood 

I \1 ( ' ( l . . J}) 

http:ljbighollywood.breitbart.com/pcourrielche/2009/09/08/update-the-nea-and-mainstream-media-remain-silent/ 

Yosi Sergant 
Director 
Office of Communications 
National Endowment for the Arts 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 614 
Washington DC 20506 
202-682-5570 office 
•••• cell 
yosi@arts.gov 

1 



Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Yosi Sergant 
Tuesday, September 08, 2009 2:53 PM 
Anita Decker 

Subject: Re: Big Hollywood: WHO SET UP GOVERNMENT 'PROPAGANDA' CONFERENCE CALL? 
Newly Revealed White House, NEA Audio Contradict 

\ u, 
approached us and wanted to help. I connected him with CNS. He wrote the invite. CNS set-up the call. I 

forwarded the invitation to some folks. I spoke, Buffy spoke. 

From: Anita Decker 
To: Yosi Sergant 
Sent: Tue Sep 08 14:48:55 2009 
Subject: RE: Big Hollywood: WHO SET UP GOVERNMENT 'PROPAGANDA' CONFERENCE CALL? Newly Revealed White 
House, NEA Audio Contradict 
But you arranged the first call, right 

From: Yosi Sergant 
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2009 2:49 PM 
To: Anita Decker 
Subject: Re: Big Hollywood: WHO SET UP GOVERNMENT 'PROPAGANDA' CONFERENCE CALL? Newly Revealed White 
House, NEA Audio Contradict 

We did not arrange nor were we ont on the second call. 

From: Anita Decker 
To: Yosi Sergant 
Sent: Tue Sep 08 14:40:48 2009 
Subject: FW: Big Hollywood: WHO SET UP GOVERNMENT 'PROPAGANDA' CONFERENCE CALL? Newly Revealed White 
House, NEA Audio Contradict 
Help. What is the right answer. 

From: Lu, Christopher P. [mailto 
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 
To: Anita Decker 

( 

Subject: FW: Big Hollywood: WHO SET UP GOVERNMENT 'PROPAGANDA' CONFERENCE CALL? Newly Revealed White 
House, NEA Audio Contradict 

From: Modi, Kalpen S. 
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2009 1:51 PM 
To: Inouye, Shin; Lu, Christopher P.; Pfeiffer, Dan; Reynolds, Christina; Hurlbut, Brandon K.; Strautmanis, Michael; 
Tchen, Tina 
Subject: RE: Big Hollywood: WHO SET UP GOVERNMENT 'PROPAGANDA' CONFERENCE CALL? Newly Revealed White 
House, NEA Audio Contradict 
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Thanks. The 8/27 call they reference was at the request of CNCS. Americans for the Arts also spoke on it (they were the 
3'd party). White House/OPE participation was fully vetted with fan Bassin in counsel's office. There was a Q&A on the 
call, and all of the feedback we received was positive. 

Kalpen Modi 
Associate Director 
White House Office of Public Engagement 

==:..]( 
From: Inouye, Shin 
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2009 1:45PM 
To: Modi, Kalpen S.; Lu, Christopher P.; Pfeiffer, Dan; Reynolds, Christina; Hurlbut, Brandon K.; Strautmanis, Michael; 
Tchen, Tina 
Subject: Big Hollywood: WHO SET UP GOVERNMENT 'PROPAGANDA' CONFERENCE CALL? Newly Revealed White House, 
NEA Audio Contradict 

WHO SET UP GOVERNMENT 'PROPAGANDA' CONFERENCE 
CALL? Newly Revealed White House, NEA Audio Contradict 

by Patrick Courrielche 

Another conference call has materialized, revealing a concerted effort by government to use the arts to address 
political issues. 

Lee Rosenbaum, a blogger for Artsjournal.com, posted her experience with a meeting that occurred on August 
27th and confessed that she also felt "uneasy'' about the government's arts effort. The meeting invitation 
(viewable here) went out to all "member local, state, and regional arts agencies, community-based arts 
organizations, and national partners of Americans for Arts." Americans for Arts is a non-profit arts organization 
that has received substantial grants from the National Endowment for the Arts. 

As with my conference call, the art group was invited to the meeting to work together to "tackle some of the 
nation's toughest issues: education; health; energy and the environment; community renewal; and safety and 
security." Also like my call, it included a private citizen moderating the phone call with key White House 
representatives participating. Kalpen Modi, Associate Director of the White House Office of Public 
Engagement, was to represent the White House and key representatives from the National Endowment for the 
Arts were also to participate. 

Even more disturbing than leaming that the White House and NEA are using the arts to address specific issues, 
is to leam what was discussed on this new conference call. Rosenbaum mentions that there was much talk of 
"leveraging federal dollars" to get artists and cultural organizations involved in social-service projects. 

Leveraging federal dollars? This is the problem with marrying issue specific topics, like health care and energy, 
with a group that is funded by tax dollars; it increases the potential of taxpayer-funded propaganda. 

As mentioned in the invitation, the NEA was to be on this phone call. However at the last minute, as 
Rosenbaum blogged, "Modi inforn1ed us that 'unfortunately our colleagues from NEA and NEH [the National 
Endowment for the Humanities]' were tied up in meetings and couldn't participate, as had been planned." 
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Could it have anything to do with the article I posted two days earlier? We can only guess but Rosenbaum also 
hopes that they might have been "having second thoughts about commandeering their constituents for this 
political adventure.'' 

What appears to be emerging is a concerted and deliberate effort by the White House and the NEA to encourage 
the art community to create issue specific art. This neH' conference call shows the same modus operandi, 
including a "third party" individual moderating the call to apparently distance the NEA and the White House 
from initiating the meeting. 

The National Endowment for the Arts has yet to comment regarding their involvement with this effort, except 
for one small, but damaging, comment by their Communications Director Yosi Sergant. 

When asked by Kerry Picket of the Washington Times about the NEA's involvement in inviting artists to my 
conference call, Sergant said that "the NEA didn't invite, we were a participant in a call, there was a third party 
that did the invitations." When asked for a copy of the invitation, Sergant responded that the invitation "didn't 
come from us ... so I don't have it. .. " He went on to state that Michael Skolnik was the "third party" and that the 
Corporation for National and Community Service was the party who set up the conference call. This dialogue 
can be heard here: 

We've already proved there are two dishonest remarks in this statement from the NEA in a previous post, 
namely that the NEA did have the invite and they did send it out to the art community. 

When the "Corporation" (referenced by Sergant) was asked by Josh Miller ofFoxnews.com about my 
conference call, a representative stated that "the call was organized by an 'individual interested' in the group ... " 

Interesting. Because this same interested individual, Michael Skolnik, contradicts both of these federal agency's 
statements in his opening remarks of the conference call I was on. 

Skolnik states that it was the White House and the National Endowment for the Arts that asked him to bring 
together this independent art group. Skolnik's statement can be heard here: 

These obvious contradictions, as well as the documented dishonesty on the part of the National Endowment for 
the Arts, support a conclusion that the NEA may feel their involvement with this effort is outside of their 
mandate. George Will, Pulitzer Prize-winning newspaper journalist, appears to agree with my conclusion. On 
this past Sunday's This Week with George Stephanopoulos, George Will referenced the NEA's involvement in 
the conference call and stated, "I don't know how manv laws that breaks but I'm sure there are some." 

With the building evidence ofbad behavior by the NEA, you'd think this federal agency would have issued a 
statement explaining their position on this "brand new" direction for the arts. But as the cliche goes, the silence 
has been deafening. This taxpayer funded agency and their civil servants haven't even returned phone calls 
from legitimate press outlets such as the Boston Globe, Foxnews.com, or the Washington Times. 

Even more deafening is the silence on the part of the mainstream media. Documented dishonesty by White 
House appointed officials should easily draw the ire of our media watchdogs. But the liberal media, historically 
a protector of the arts, has turned its back on the community of which it adores. Like the Van Jones story, it 
appears that the blogosphere and conservative media are the only two forums that break news anymore. And the 
news that they break has dire consequences for those involved regardless of the mainstream media's blind eye. 

We need the National Endowment for the Arts to respond to these issues immediately. The NEA needs to issue 
a statement explaining the agency's involvement in encouraging the art community to create art on issues being 

3 



vehemently debated, contradictions made by their Communications Director, and lack of response to the 
inquiries ofboth the concerned public and press outlets. 

As the former deputy chaim1an of the National Endowment for the Humanities, Lynne Munson, stated in a 
recent post, during her tenure as deputy chairman "any action resembling this call would have triggered 
immediate dismissal." I think we've shown action resembling this call. 

Bad behavior must have consequences, or else that behavior becomes the norm. The actions of the National 
Endowment for the Arts are leaving the agency vulnerable to attacks on its credibility and rationale for 
existence. 

The NEA needs to address this issue 

http:/ /b igho llywood. bre itba rt. com/ pco urrie lch e/2009 /09/08/ update-the-n ea-a nd- m a i nstrea m-med ia-rem a in-silent/ 
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Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

(
' \j \ 

---~---· O~~lv l Tuesday, September 08, 2009 3:33 PM 
Yosi Sergant 
Letter for United We Serve from •••• 
page1.jpg; page2.jpg; ATT00003.txt; NEA!etter.pdf; ATT00004.txt 

Hi Yosi, · 1 \ 

Please find the attached letter from l b \ Lc) . I have 2 versions: 
one signed and one pdf. I am also mailing a hard copy to your office. 

Please let me know if you need anything further. 

Thanks. --

1 



Yosi Sergant 
Director - Office of Communications 
National Endowment for the Arts 
11 00 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 614 
Washington DC 20506 
September 1, 2009 

Dear Yosi, 

After our conference call, I began thinking about how we can bring an awareness 
of broadband being made available to the public in an exciting and informative 
way. I thought I could bring my expertise in the live music world and combine it 

\with my love of all things digital. I am the owner of in •• 
J --and have been running the club for the past 1 years. I 
1 have extended into the blogosphere with an award-winning 
1 website and my club is the I've 
I personally seen how the internet community has not only allowed us to 
I communicate with our neighbors on and the 
L-it has also strengthened our allowed us together 
· in ways that were previously inaccessible. 

I'm very excited about broadband being available to everyone especially those in 
inner cities that may not have access to the web otherwise. I propose that we 
host an interactive online concert that is performed from five separate locations 
across the United States and brought together online. We could have a band like 

r perform in Los Angeles and have a solo guitarist join from New York, 
\ then a solo vocalist join from New Orleans, or a DJ. We then bring the concert 
1 togetlier through the web and stream it live to the public. Some of the cities 
I could be New York, Los Angeles, New Orleans, and Nashville. 

J We would need to reach out to different technology to hel 
J logistics. I have a relationship with ••••• 
1 •••1 and they are experts in their field. I can discuss with them what they 
~~ 

can bring to the table. 
\,.. ______ .. _________ _. 



I think this proposed concert can be an e,xample of how all. of us, as Americans, 
can be physically far apart yet, be close and connected and come together in a 
cohesive way. Everyone should be able to benefit by the strengthening of 
community that the has experienced by having access to 
information they may not have access to otherwise, especially those in inner 
cities and rural areas. 

Please let me know how I can be of assistance in getting the word out about 
broadband for all. I have a lot of experience in the music world and local 
government as I have managed several bands on major record labels and I am 

(Currently a member of the Executive Committee of the Business 
I Association, The Music Festival and on the Board of The._ 

~ 
Thank you. 



Yosi Sergant 
Director - Office of Communications 
National Endowment for the Arts 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 614 
Washington DC 20506 
August25,2009 

Dear Yosi, 

After our conference call, I began thinking about how we can bring an awareness 
of broadband being made available to the public in an exciting and informative 
way. I thought I could bring my expertise in the live music world and combine it 

rwith my love of all things digital. I am the owner of irrlr··· 
j -and have been running the club for the past 1 0 years. I 
1 have extended • into the blogosphere with an award-winning 

I 
website and my club is the #1 music venue in the world on Twitter. I've 

, personally seen how the internet community has not only allowed us to 
\ com~unicate with our neighbors on . . and the 
L._, rt has also strengthened our relatronshrps and allowed us to work together 

in ways that were previously inaccessible. 

I'm very excited about broadband being available to everyone especially those in 
inner cities that may not have access to the web otherwise. I propose that we 
host an interactive online concert that is performed from five separate locations 

__across the United States and brought together online. We could have a band like 
\ perform in Los Angeles and have a solo guitarist join from New York, 
! then a solo vocalist join from New Orleans, or a OJ. We then bring the concert 
1

1 

together through the web and stream it live to the public. Some of the cities 
could be New York, Los Angeles, New Orleans, and Nashville. 

\ We would need to reach out to different technology partners to help with the 
\ logistics. I have a relationship with ('1 11 

lT ) and they are experts in their field. I can discuss with them what they 
can bring to the table. 



I think this proposed concert can be an example of how all of us, as Americans, 
can be physically far apart yet, be close and connected and come together in a 
cohesive way. Everyone should be able to benefit by the strengthening of 
community that the has experienced by having access to 
information they may not have access to otherwise, especially those in inner 
cities and rural areas. 

Please let me know how I can be of assistance in getting the word out about 
broadband for all. I have a lot of experience in the music world and local 
government as I have managed several bands on major record labels and I am 

!currently a member of the Executive Committee of the -Business 
j Association, The Music Festival and on the Board of The 
1 Fund. 
t~ .. ,,, .. ,_ 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 



Monica Ashar 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Yosi Sergant 
Wednesday, September 09, 2009 1 :29 PM 
Anita Decker 
uws 

I'm trying to scour my brain for anything and everything ... that may be important and may not 
be ... No surprises 

Following the callJ I was cc'd on emails regarding a back to school event in los angelesJ I 
never responded to any of them and asked to be removed from the thread. 

I connected four of the hosts with IIIII' ·-··and 

That's all I got ... 

1 
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