
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


" C00025019 

W. Anthony Marsh 
10 Webster Avenue Apt. 1-2 
Somerville, MA 02143 

Reference: F80-0874 

Dear Mr. Marsh: 

2 1 MAP. 1989 

In the course of their processing your 27 February 1980 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request regarding the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy, the Department of Justice 
located 16 CIA docun:ents and referred th(~m to us for our review 
ar,d direct response to you. 

We have completed our review of 
determined that 13 of the documents 
released to you in sP.gregable form . 
exemptions are cited below as well. 
and an explanation of exemptions are 

Documents 

1. Memorand·..un w/attat;hment, 
14 May 1·362 

2. Memorand.un w/atta-::hment, 
1 Jun~ 1367 

3. Memorandum, 14 June 1967. 

4. Memorandum, 19 June 1967. 

5. Memorandum, 20 June 1967. 

6. M?morandum, with attachment 
7 August 1967. 

7. Memorandum, 7 September 1967. 

8. Memo:r;andum, 13 September 1967. 

9. Memorandum, 28 Septerrilier 1967. 
,r 

10. Memorandum, 29 September 1967. 

11. Memor c.ndum, 3 October 1967. 

the documents and have 
listed below may be 
The appropriate FOIA 
Copies of these documents 
enclosed. 

Exem2tions 

(b)(3} (b}(6) 

(b)( 1) (b){J) 

(b)(2} (b}(3) 

(b)(J) 

(b)( 1) (b)(3) 

(b)(l) (b)(J) (b)(6) 

(b)(1) (b)(3) 

(b)(l) (b)(3) 

(b)(1) (b)(J) 

(t)(l) (b)(3) 

(b)(l) (b)(3) (b}(7}(C) 
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12. Letter. 20 October 1967. 

13. Memoran:.o.Ufli, 31 January 1969. 

{b)(l) (b)(3) 

(b)(l) (b)(3) 

We have fu~ther determined that thre~ documents, memoranda 
dated 15 ser.tember 1967 (Document No. 14) and 22 September 19~7 
(L~-;~ument No. 15) and a cable dated 13 December 1967 (Document 
~Jo . 16), must be withheld in their entirety pursuant to FOIA 
P~emptions (b)(l) and (b)(3). FOIA exemption (b)(S) also 
applies in the case of Document No . 15. 

The ·.Jfficial respo;J.sible for these deteminations is 
Lee E. Carle, :nformation Review Officer, Directorate of 
Operations. :'ou have the right to appeal these decisions by 
addressing your appeal to the CIA Information Review rommittee, 
in my care. Should you decide to do this, p:ease explain the 
basis of your appeal. 

Sincerely. 
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I 
2 1 MAH 198() 

L. Jeffrey Ross 
Chief, Freedor=l of Information/Privacy Act Unit 
Off;.ce of Enforcement Operations, Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Room 3126 
1400 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Reference: F80-0874/DOJ No. 5821 - W. Anthony Marsh for 
informat:i.on pertaining to John F. Kennedy 
Assassination 

Dear Mr. Ross: 

This is in response to your three memoranda dated 
27 August 1980, 4 June 1982 and 8 September 1982 (Tab A) 
wherein you referred a total of sixteen CIA documents and one 
Department of Justice (DOJ) document for our review. Please 
note that three documents forwarded under your first letter 
dated 28 August 1980 were also forwarded to us under your 
S September 1982 letter and have only been treated once. These 
are identified in vur letter to the requester {Tab C) as 
Docmnent Nos. 9, 12 and 14. 

We have reviewed the DOJ document, a memorandum dated 
13 December 1967, and have determined that the CIA information 
may be released in segregable form pu.rsucmt ~o FOIA exemption 
(b)(3). The deleted CIA information is unc::..assified. A copy 
of thl~ docum~nt as sanitizPd is enclosed at Tab B . 

.'~ copy of our letter to the requester regarding the 16 CIA 
doc·~ments referred by you is enclosed at Tab c. Also enclosed 
at Tab C are copies of 13 of the CIA doc1~ents as released to 
the requester. Please note t~at Document No. 1 has been 
downgraded to CONFIDENTIAL. 

Please accept our apology for our inordinate delay in 
responding to your referral. If you have any questions, please 
~all Frieda, 351-2083. 
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. CENTRAL AGENC.'f 
' WASHINGTON l.5. 0. C. 

14 May 196Z 

WEMOltANI>tl).{ FOR '!'Hl: JU:COP..D: 

SUBJECT: Arthur Jam )I Bailetti (t at • tk•ulhorhed Publication 
or t1u ot Communlu.tiont 

I, Tbb mcme>randum !or the record ls prepared at tbe 
rcqueu ot the AHorncy Ocncr.ll or the Un:tcd St..ltce :ollowinJ: a 
complete oral brlc!ing ot him I'ClaUvc ~a tcntiUvc (.;tA orcration 
·conducted durinG Lhc period approrl.m&tely Augun 1960 to May 
l96J. Jo .Augu5t )960 the llDdcrtlgced w.u 2-ppro..thcd by Ur. 
JUch&rd Biucll then l>cpnty l>uecto)J' lor PlaDI or CIA to explore 
the pouil>Uity ot mounting this tcnaitive opcratioa &Jain~t Fidel 
C&atro. Jt ,.,as U.ought that certain cur.bHna interut• which ~d 
formerly been active~ Cu'ba m~:.:ht be willi.tlg and al:lc ~ as1i6t 
a.nd f.,_~·~er, mitht have both intelligence auct5 la C"'ba and 

• communications b~tweea Miami, Florida and Cvba. Accordin:ly, 
Mr. Robert Maheu, a p.-ivatc i.Dve&ti~at-or c.f the lirr.-1 o! Maheu 
and King wu approached by the undeuigned and asheS to utablisb 
contact with a member or members of the gL.mbling lyndicate to flLE 

.. 

... _ I! lb . uplor• their C.:lpabUHie•. Mr. Mal1.:~ wa..s kr.own tc ... ve aceount.e 1~ v. 
with te't·eral prt>ml.nent bu;,ineu men and ort,a.niutions lD the / 
Unitet~ Statu. Mabr.u'.,u t.o rr..alte hh approach 10 the tyncSic.P.tc 
as appearin: \o represent 'big 'busineu orgao.l~tions which wiihecl · 
~protect thcl:r intcreet• In Cuba. Mr. Mallcu accordilt&ly met 
ud established COilbct with one John .llouclli ol Lo1 An~clc1. 
)U, Jlol!lcUi tbowed lo.lcrc•t 1n &he pouibll!ty azu! indlc~tecl he 
h.&d torr.e contacte 1A Miami that be mi&hlue. Maheu l'cport.:d 
~~ .TohD .llouelli aaid be wa1 DOt interested 1A any rea:wne:r•tion 
kt wo~cl uek 10 utabli•h capabilitiu 1A Cuba top! ·l::zm the 
clellre4 project. Townde ihe ~ci of September Mr ··~eu and 
Mr. llosulli :>roceec!ec!.to V.ia.-r.l where, as U~· cellt,.....;~IM!f~t-".,.•~---:--:= 

bltroduce4 to Sazn Ciianclll& of r.;bkago. S1m G~ .lCO. ~.;.,-:-,~-.-=~~-:-'L.. 
lor ).(.a.he.a and llouelli to meet with a ''CO\lricr" WAO .it.:S~ll::: ~ 'i 
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aiUJ (.,rlh to Jl.~v:lna, From ln!orn~Uon rocolv.,cJ b•e'k. ")' Ulo 
c:ourler the JlropoiOd oponUol!\ appcuod to •e feoa•llllc: an.d 1t 
..--.• clccldcil to obtdn an ?llielal Ascne 7 approval In tMe rea;arcl. 
l't ~•sure or one hundred filer thounnd dollau ..... ICt t.y the Aacncy 
ae a payment to be made on completion or the operation and to be 
pal<i only to the principal or prllldpall •ho woul~ conch;.ct the 
opcr:ltlon in Cuba, M~he~a reported that Rouclll and GL&ncan& 
emph:\ticaUy 1t&tcd that they wi•hccS no part of any payment. The 
Wldcuigncd then briefed the proper aenlor ollidab of thl• Agency 
on the prop<>nl. Xnowled1e of thle project c!urLos lte Ute wu 'k.ept 
to a &o~l of 1ix penon• and 11ever became a p&rt o-f dle proJect 
current at the Um10 for tbe lnvaoloo or Cuba and there wen DO 

memoranda on the proJect ~tor were there other written c!.ocwnenta 
or a~recment•. Tbe p•ojcd wae duly orally approved by abe a&id 
Ienior oUiciale of the Agency. 

2, Rouclli and .Maheu apcnt considerable time ln .Mbm~ 
talking with the courier . Sam Giancana w~e pre&cn•. duing p~1· t~ 
of lbcie meetings . SeverAl monthe artcr thit period Mahe11 t.old me 
~~ SOJ.m Gianc:ana had asked him the 

• 

zoom ol _,.._~ . ...,._ 

AJ. &hat time was 
over to Obe J;dw~rd l>u Boise, anotbu private lDvutisa.tor. It 
appe&u thAt Arth~ar Jame& Balletti wu clitcovercd lll1he act of 
ln•t.alling «be listenin1 device ~Ad was arrutoec1 by che Sheri!! in 
Laa Vegas. Nevada, Maheu rep<lrted to me th.at be h.ad relerred 
the matter to Edward Du Boise on behaU of Sun Giancua . At the 
time of the incident Deithcr this Agency nor the underalped lulew 

. of the propoud technical Ins ll.ation. Maheu elated th.\t Sam 
Gan•:a.na thought that might know of the fropoaed 

Wormation tom .... filJJI!, 
A1 the time that ~cu zcportcd lhi• 

cr~ J'Cportcd ha wal uncJ~:J' IUr\icillOJ.ncc by :lJ:CCtl 
of the Federal .Durcau ollnv.:!atig~tion, ...-bo, be thought. were 
e.xplortns hie auocLaUoo with 1oha Aou.:lU an4 Sa.rr. Gial'le&n:& 
lccidcDt CQ the project. I told Maheu th.\t it be wu lor~Uy ap­
proached \ly the FBI, be could nler them 1o me lo be briclc4 ~t 
lle ••• enpJed in au intelliance operation directed at Cvba • 

. 1. .Dw-1nB &he period from September on tbrougb Aprll 
ellom ..-ere continued by JtoueUi and Mahe11 &o proceed with the 
opuation, 2'be tint principal in Cuba withc!zew a.ocl ancther pri!lcipal 

•. 
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W&l •elcc\f!C! •• lwu krn ttrk~tl 1o Thn AUQrnny Gr.""'"'' Trft 
lhc.uet:~ond doJJau WAI pl\llled for t!Xpr.n .. u &o Ulc e..:c~nd prlndJ>;r.l, 
Howatt .... :!.~ . :.uilhhod wHh approxlm:~.tety or.o \hounnd dollare 
worth o! communleaticfl.l C4lulpment to ut&bliah comm\ll\ieaUont 
betwceo hh beadqou .rtoeu ln MLaml aad auet1 lJ\ Cuba. No 
;~oniel were ever !l':. ld to :R.ot teW and Gi&oeaDA, M&heu wat 
_v~Jd part of hu e:zi .-~u money c!urln1 the perlo~ th&t be wa• lA 
~~·•1. Alter the f;Ulure of the lnvuloD or Cuha •orcS wu •ent 
through Maheu to llouelli to call oU the operalioG aDd Jlouelll 
wu tDlcl to ull bls pri.zlclpaJ that tbe propotal"' pay one b\Uldrd . 
Iitty thO\!Und c:!olJart lor completioo or the OJ>eUtiOD. hd been 
definitely withclnwn. 

f. In aU thia period ·u hu been definitely ut<tblhbed !rom 
othel' aourcc:1 that lhc Cu'b.."\o pri..DdpaJt lnvolyed never c!iacovcrc:d 
or bcllcvcd th:~.t thcr.: Will other lban bullzlcll :~.nd aynd icatc ho t , rc1111 t 

ln the project. To lho kco,,..l• : t;e of the UJl'tlculgncd there wcr,· a o 
"le:lka 11 ot any in(orfl\Oltioo .:<."l CCrDin!: the prcjcctl.n the Cub~n 
community in Mi.:\mi or in C~ba. 

S. I have 110 prr-of byt Jt Jt rny coccl1Uion that llouelli 
ud Oianu~ cuuaed or a.eaw:necl ~t CIA ...-a• behizl.d the project • 
I never met either of thern. 

'· Tbrou,bout the entire period of the rroject .Jo'hn lloseelli 
• 'trlloG tht: dominant lil'lre in directi..Dg action t.o the Cuban princ:ip~le. 
Jlueonable monitoring of his activities illdic:atec! that be gave his 
beat efiorh to carrying out the project without requiring uy ~m­
mibnents lor hl.meeU, linaneW or otherwiae. 

7. Ira view or &he extreme eenei tivity of the Wor=-tion 
•elt rorth above, oDly ODe &dditio~ ~opy of thu memol'andwn ha.t 
been made and will be ntl.izlcd by the Agency. 
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