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Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

In the course of processing your 12 October 2014 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request for records pertaining to the sinking of the Russian submarine "Kursk" which 
occurred on August 12, 2000, the National Security Agency located CIA material and referred 
it to us on 17 October 2016 for review and direct response to you. 

We have reviewed the enclosed three documents which we determined can be released to 
you in their entirety. Copies of the documents are enclosed. 

If you have questions regarding our response, you may seek assistance from CIA's FOIA 
Public Liaison. You may reach the FOIA Public Liaison at: 
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703-613-1287 (FOIA Hotline) 

Sincerely, 

Allison Fong 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 
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TEXT TEXT• 

["Rumors Rated" feat~re complied by Inara Fllatova, Marina 
Romanova, and Yekaterlna Deyeval 

[FBIS Translated Text] One Lar~ TV Channel Instead of Two Small 
ones; Rumor from Ostanklno ls~bheadl 

The most Implausible rumors emerged last week In the ·corridors 
of Ostanklno. First, there was a discussion of Gazprom's Intention 
to Qet rid of the television channels under Its control. TNT 
worfers were particularly concerned: Kokh, so the rumor makers 
clafm, has only Just said that he has sotten more money for the 
channel before resiQnlng from Gazprom-medta. Now a very gloomy 
mood prevails at TNT• They are saying that Journalists have lfttle 
hope of getting their salaries In the Immediate future and their 
long-term rrospects are not clear at alI. A second rumor ls that 
the author ttes Intend to attack TV-6 --they allegedly Intend to 
close the channel using the strategy with which we are already 
fami l iar . But who wllf get this frequency Is so far unclear to the 
rumor makers too. And, finally, the most "global rumor"-- they 
say the Kremlin has decided to merge ORT ana RTR --and almost In 
time for the· New Year there will be one big channel Instead of two. 

The Kursk Wfll Never Be Raised; Rumors from Roslyakovo [subhead] 
It has been announced officially that the delivery of the Kursk 

to the Roslyakovo floating dock Is being postponed for a week. But 
according to rumors from Roslyakovo Itself the submarine wtll never 
be raised at all . 

The reason Is allegedly the cracks In the nuclear reactor' formed 
when the torpedo exploded. While the submarine was lying on the 
sea bed under the water pressure the reactor remained hermeticallY 
sealed and the radiation did not "leak• from lt. If the Kursk Is 
ratsed then tn th~ specialists' opinion the cracks will spread and 
radiation pollution will not be avoided. Another story Is that at 
least two missile co~talners close to the blast In the f1rst 
compartment were damaged. · 

The reason for the rumors Is the lack of any vlslble reasons for 
delaytng the final stage of the oP.eratron -- the weather In the 
reg_lon of Ros lyakovo Is norm I and the eq~t pment Is operating 
wtth~t a hitch. Why then are the salvage operators betng 
dilatory! According to other rumors this Is belnQ done to give 
Ume for the divers to I.IXlrlc as they are now secrelii:J seeking _the 
shl p 's log tn the subtnartne hull -- you. never know lil'\at may be 
written t~ere about the causes of the tragedy . .• . And the most 
IMprobable rumor Ts that the Northern Fleet Is already preparing to 
transport the Kursk tnstde the Arctic Circle and to encase tt In 
concrete and s tnk It to a great depth . · · 

Y~ can 11nderstand the outspoken rumor-makers• After all, the 
longer the powers conceal the truth ab~t the s~bmarlne, the more 
fantastic the stories become .... 

~ Taltban Helped by Ordinary Americans; Florida Rumor [su.bhead] 

* The events In Flortda, where several P.eople have been Infected 
~fth anthrax, have shaken the whole worl~ . It Is still unciGar how 

thrs c~td have happened. Atler all, as we know, onlY a few states 
~have anthrax stratns and the bact lit are carefuiiU kept In closed 

laboratories and p@Ople cannot gain access to them from the 
street. How dtd the terrorists -- If they are to blame-- get to 
the lethal bacteria! The rumor makers have their theories. 

According to one thear.y the Islamic terrorists were helped by 
ordinary Americans . Or to be more precise by members of lo(al 

' Amerlcan ' eXtremfst groupings : There are quite a l ew of these In 
the Untted States. For Instance the "Branch Davldlans,• the "Texas 
separatlsts,n the "Militia .... ' They areal dissatisfied with the 
coontry•s offt-clal au.thort ttes and are not averse to scheming 
asalnSl them. 

According to the rumors, an activist from one of these sects 
happened to be working In a top-secret American biological 
laborator~. The rest was a mere technical matter-- the Tallban 
found the man they needed, he stole the test tubes they wanted from 
~rk and the result ts several American Infected with anthrax. The 
~rumor "carriers• say that the anthrax bacilli were of a spec1flc 

lc1nd ltke the Strains "cu.ltlvated" In America . ... 
Kremltn Has Acq~tred New Berezovskfy; Kremltn Corridors 

£su.bheadl 
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~ Nat~re abhors a vacuum. Espectally tn the case of the 
~Kremlin. Rumor has It that new nemlnences grlses 0 are taking over 

·.from the former ones . . Ru.mor has It that the PresldenUal Staff Is 
.calling a representative of the new generation of oligarchs-- one 
'+tr P~9!1-chev -- nothing less than the second BerezovsH~. Afart 
from the fact that this gentleman has become a fre~uent vis tor to 
P~tJn's rece~tton area and Is making friends wtth the most 
lnfl~enttal Kremltn officials, so far little Is known ab~t 
htm. he Is the owner of a large Moscow bank managing a small 
Moscow television channel. It Js also known that the newf~nd 
banker's power Is based on his close relationship to Aleksandr 
Voloshln. 

The rumors that P~gachev has become definitively established on 
the political Olymp~s. overtaking another contender -- the banker 
Kogan -- In the desperate race to become BerezovskiY'S s~ccessor 
began to spread after the tnstgntftcant Moscow channel began to 
gatn an entree to film all maJor events tnvolvtng the 
(MOREl 
BT 
18941 

NNNN NNNN 
PPER (~J7) SERIAL NOT FOUHD .OR INCORRECTLY FORMATTED. 
ELST 417 - NONCRITICAL CPPER.L>a 

SERIAL NOT FOUND OR INCORRECTLY FORMATTED. 
EFLG NONCRITICALERROR 
===EOD=== 
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TAKE 4 OF 6--RETIRED ADMIRAL ANALYZES KURSK, OTHER 
SUBMARINE ACCIDENTS (PART 2) 
1. CEP2JJII913IIJ15J HOSCOH NEZAVISIMAYA GAZETA IN RUSSIAN 
13 SEP •• ///HOWEVER, IN APRIL 

SOUR SOURCEt MOSCOW NEZAVISIMAYA GAZETA IN RUSSIAN 13 SEP ff 
TEXT TEXTa 

1989, THE UNIQUE APL KOMSOMOLETS AND 42 MEMBERS OF ITS CREW HERE 
LOST IN THE NORWEGIAN SEA AS A RESULT OF A FIRE. THE BASIC REASONS 

KFOR THE LOSS OF THE SUBMARINE AS ESTABLISHED BY A COMMISSION AFTER 
A YEAR OF INVESTIGATIVE SCIENTIFIC-TECHNICAL EXPERIMENTATION HERE• 

-- INSUFFICIENTLY HIGH-QUALITY SHIP DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTIONJ 
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-- 1NSU~~1C1ENT STANDARDXZATION AND RELXABILITY OF ARMS AND 

EQUIPMENT INSTALLED ON THE SHIP; 
-- INADEQUATE PERSONNEL TRAINING IN SURVIVAL TECHNIQUES AND USE 

OF RESCUE EQUIPMENT; 
--INADEQUATE ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTRY'S SEARCH AND RESCUE 

SERVICE; INADEQUATE EQUIPMENT FOR PROTECTING AND RESCUING 
SUBMARINERS. 

BUT THE SYSTEMIC CRISIS WHICH HAS STRUCK OUR COUNTRY IN THE 
LAST 11-15 YEARS HAS NOT MADE IT POSSIBLE TO INTRODUCE MEASURES FOR 
ELIMINATING THE CAUSES OF ACCIDENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE COMMISSION 
WHICH HAD CONDUCTED THE MOST OBJECTIVE AND EFFECTIVE INVESTIGATION 
INTO SHIP CATASTROPHES IN THE ENTIRE 311-YEAR HISTORY OF THE 
RUSSIAN NAVY. 

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF NAVAL ACCIDENTS BASED ON DATA FROM 
THE NEUTRAL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION GREENPEACE RATHER 
PERSUASIVELY SHOWS THAT THE PROBLEM OF ACCIDENTS, INCLUDING 

*RELIABILITY IN THE USE OF NUCLEAR SUBMARINES, IS A GENERAL PROBLEM 
THAT EQUALLY CONCERNS THE NAVIES OF ALL COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE SUCH 
SHIPS IN THEIR FLEETS. 

THUS, ACCORDING TO GREENPEACE'S INFORMATION, MORE THAN 31 
•SUBMARINES HAVE BEEN LOST IN THE POST-WAR PERIOD IN THE WORLD, 

INCLUDING 11 SOVIET COF WHICH FOUR HERE NUCLEAR INCLUDING THE 
KURSK), 4 AMERICAN C2 NUCLEAR), 3 ENGLISH AND 4 FRENCH. IN 1968 

MALONE FOUR SUBMARINES HERE LOSTs THE FRENCH MINERVA WITH 52 CREW 
MEMBERS IN JANUARY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND THE ISRAELI DAKAR 
WITH THE SAME NUMBER OF CREW; THE SOVIET K-129 WITH 98 CREW MEMBERS 
IN MARCH .IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN; AND THE AMERICAN SCORPION WITH A 
CREW OF 99 IN MAY IN THE ATLANTIC. 

ACCIDENTS IN NATO NAVIES 
OVER FIVE YEARS (1983-1987), 56 COLLISIONS, 113 FIRES, 12 CASES 

~OF RUNNING AGROUND, 85 EXPLOSIONS, AND 48 INCIDENTS OF FLOODING OF 
INTERNAL COMPARTMENTS AND PREMISES TOOK PLACE IN U.S. NAVY 

•sUBMARINES. IN 1989 ALONE 71 EMERGENCY INCIDENTS TOOK PLACE ON U.S . 
~~A¥~v~r~~~;s~~~~si~~bu~~Dw~~H1~~ftL¥~~~E~M~~~A~M~~~M~~~~~sHE~~ r~ICH 

FIRES, 2 GEU [MAIN POWER UNIT] ACCIDENTS, THREE CASES OF RUNNING 
•AGROUND, AND 9 COLLISIONS. HE HAVE NEVER HAD SUCH A THING IN THE 

COURSE OF A SINGLE YEAR. 
IN 1995 THE GREAT BRITAIN'S NAVY RECORDED 97 FIRES AND CASES OF 

INSTANTANEOUS COMBUSTION AND 17 CASES OF FLOODING OF SHIP PREMISES. 
ABOUT FIFTY PERCENT OF THE INCIDENTS OCCURRED WHILE THE SHIPS AND 
VESSELS HERE AT SEA. SOME 75 CASES OF INSTANTANEOUS . COMBUSTION 

•OCCURRED ON SURFACE SHIPS, 1a ON SUBMARINES, AND 12 ON FLEET 
SUPPORT SHIPS. THESE ARE ONLY INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLES. 

AS A WHOLE, OVER THE LAST 5-la YEARS, THE ACCIDENT RATE ON THE 
. •SUBMARINES OF THE U.S. NAVY AND A NUMBER OF OTHER NATO COUNTRIES 

CONTINUES TO REMAIN HIGH, IN THE OPINION OF THEIR LEADERS. THIS 
CONCLUSION IS CONFIRMED BY A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF FACTS. ACCORDING 
TO AMERICAN SPECIALISTS, DESPITE THE ADOPTION OF VARIOUS TYPES OF 
ORGANIZATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC-TECtiNICAL, AND PRACTICAL MEASURES, AND 
THE CREATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY SPECIAL ORGANS DESIGNATED MAINLY FOR 
SOLVING PREVENTION PROBLEMS AND REDUCING ACCIDENT RATES, THESE 
RATES HAVE NOT YET NOTICEABLY DECLINED IN THE U.S. NAVY AND THE 
NAVIES OF A NUMBER OF OTHER NATO COUNTRIES. 

MILITARY CONFRONTATION ON THE SEAS CONTINUES 
AN ANALYSIS OF THE STATE AND PROSPECTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

THE NAVIES OF THE NATO COUNTRIES FOR THE NEXT 25-31 YEARS SHOWS 
THAT THEY ALL ARE CONTINUING TO GROW STRONGER AND TO IMPROVE THEIR 
NAVIES. CONSTRUCTION OF MODERN SHIPS CONTINUES IN ACCORDANCE .WITH 

•PROGRAMS ADOPTED EARLIER, INCLUDING SUBMARINES, AND AMONG THESE -­
IN THE UNITED STATES, FRANCE, GREAT BRITAIN, AND CHINA -- NUCLEAR 

•STRIKE SUBMARINES AS HELL AS SUBMARINES ARMED WITH BALLISTIC 
MISSILES WITH A RANGE OF 8518 TO 11818 KILOMETERS; AND ALSO NUCLEAR 
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS IN THE UNITED STATES AND FRANCE, WHICH HILL 
SIGNIFICANTLY STRENGTHEN THE COMBAT POTENTIAL OF THESE COUNTRIES' 

•NAVIES AS HELL AS THE NAVIES OF GERMANY, SWEDEN, TURKEY, ITALY AND 
JAPAN IN THE BEGINNING OF THE 21ST CENTURY. 

• COLLISIONS OF SUBMARINES OF VARIOUS COUNTRIES WHILE SUBMERGED 
REPRESENTS A SPECIAL DANGER IN THIS DIRECTION, PERSUASIVE EXAMPLES 
FOR WHICH HERE PRESENTED IN THE BEGINNING OF THIS ARTICLE. 

·~-- ---- ··· -- · --- ---··· -
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A SYSTEM OF RULES ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR SHIP PilOTS TO 
PREVENT COLLISIONS UNDER VARIOUS CONDITIONS IN THE HORLD~ SURFACE 
NAVIGATION ROUTES EXIST FOR COMBAT, TRADE, AND FISHING SHIPS OF ALL 
THE COUNTRIES OF THE HORLD. THESE ARE LAID OUT IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
RULES FOR PREVENTING SHIP COLliSIONS AT SEA, 1972 CMPPSS-72), 
ADOPTED BY THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UN. 

HITH THE ENTRY IN THE MID l96JS OF SOVIET NAVY COMBAT VESSELS 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA, HHERE THE U.S. NAVY'S 6TH FLEET 
CMOREl 
BT 
15995 

NNNN NNNN 
•==EOD=== 
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CLAS UNCLAS · 
SUBJ RUSSIA• TAKE 1 OF 2--~rsk May Have Been Attacked by 'Two 

Foreign Submarines~' Says Moscow Paper 
SERI CEJJI8171214 Moscow MoskovskiY Komsomolets In Russian 11 A~g II 
TEXT P 1 

[Article by Yt.Lrly Kochargln, Aleksandr Morozov~ and Vlktor 
Sotlrto• •Last Banta In Barents Seat Sqwutron Bencls lu.t Does Not 
Yield •.. •] 

[FBIS Translated TeKtl As of today there are more than enough 
theories a~t the disaster to the ~ltlrole ~lear submarine 
K~rst• froa a collision with a Morld war II mine to poor craw 
training. Th"e for11er Is put foruard by official Russian 
representatives, the latter by Americans. People have eyan gone so 
.:far as to say that tha s~bmarf'he might have been attacked by ••• a 
UFO! 

MoskovskiY ~sODDiets Is p~ltshlns another theory which~ let 
us be frank, Is equally fantastic. At 1.-st three sources ~rae on 
the se~ce of events dlsc~ssed below. ~s. In hlah-ranttng 
circles U was hinted t .o u.s, ~nder strict secrecy, tfi'at the 
possibility Is not ruled out that the Kursk was attacted by •• • two 
foreran su.tinarlnas and su.nk by a powerfUl MS-48 torpedo . 
. This Information, let ~s say at once, ts absolutely wtth~t any 
documentary confirmation and could be Interpreted as JUSt the usual 
rumors. All the same, we felt we had no rl9ht to let It pass 
unnoticed. . 

••• Spotting the emerfenca of a 1arpe squadron fr011 the 
Severomarst blise was no so very dtff culf, and as a c0111equence . 
t!IIO ~nldanUfled sWMna.rlnes were hanging around In the regron of 
the I arse-sca I e ltonhern F I eet exerciSes from the very fl rst clay of 
the ma~vers. That ·Is the established proce~re• NATO st.Lbmarfnas 
have 'been sit Una rt•t on the tall · of RUssian su.blnarlnas on patrol 
chty ever since COld Na.r U~~as. They alSo track all mora or leu 
:tilgnlflcant naval exercises, acbiUailly from a safe distance ; The 
Russian seaman knew vary well that there ware now tiUO Los 
Angeles-class US submarrnes close by. They_ say that at first they 
dla not get In the way of the progress of the exercises at all -­
they kept thai r dl stance • After all, the Ru.ss tan f I eat was 
carrying out live missile launches at tr~lnlng targets. 

Than~ It ts con,Jact~red, the sltuatron changed• The foreign 
submarines cue prac U call y rt ~t up to our nuadron. In general, 
according to all the written and unwritten rures, ~ring exercises 
of this Und any ~nlclenUfted target that does not respond to 
sl~ls and questlonlna Is destroyed -- that Is a sec~rlt~ 
raqu.l ramant • 

The forces of the Northern Fleet, still according to c~ecture. 
made savaral threatenlna ma~vers to drtve the persistent 
sut.ariMs fUrther auau from the area of the exercises. At first 
they did not ventura to tate eKtreme 11e11.5ures. Not for the ume 
baing. 

It Is not ruled Ot.Lt that on the approach to severonorst the 
'IBC l•r su.bllarlne Kursk was ordered to drive ~ the uninvited 
SlUlstS. The sublarrna went onto an auack course • . 

Let us turn to forel An sources. •Two us sulbiRrlnas and th.l!! 
surface recOnnaissance iblp the Loyal ware observing the maneu.vars 
Involving the ltu.rsk~• a us Intel rraanca spotesmn annou.nced rn an 
official press statement. •eontacl with the ltu.rsk was lost soon 
after the us tracuns ships Intercepted a twice-repeated req_uest 
from on board the ltu.rst to fire two torpedoes. After that fhare 
waJ a bta explosion, recorded by us reconnaissance ships.• 

Could It be that the commanding officer of the ~rst. Captain 
First Rant Gannadly Lyachln, had one of the an-.u boats In hiS 
sights Cto all appearances, he did not detect the sacond>t Hho . 
tnowst Mauba a request to fire torpedoes was tubmltted to the 
COIIIIIRnd. It se•s that he received the c~nd .. only JIOt to ·ftre 
for affect_. but as a uarnlns -- a double shot across the boW and 
stern of the an~~~y submarine to show that they were not 
Joking. Let us remind you. that all this Is onlY at the laval of 
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c~ecture. Accordi~B to this scenario, the enemy ft~ed the lau~ch 
ancfftred a return salvo gfch the Ku.rst ma•aed to dodge wtth a~ 
a~Utorpedo -.neuver. OU.r subarl~e soared up from a depth of IJ 
meters to 31 a~d prepared to surface -- the ralsad a~tennas on the 
sail t~dlcate this. A~d then the most u~expected thl~g -.y have 
happeMda The 1tu.r5t was hit chrlng the cou.~ter.ave by a torpedo 
from the seco~d sUbmarl~a (the ~e tt had ~t ~tlcedJ. This time 
the Ru.sslan submarine Cltd ~t manage to dodge ..• 

An Interesting fact• A few ~s after this, as one of our 
sources Informed us, a certain Nestern special service carried out 
satellite photosraphy of the Kursk lytna ~the bottom of the 
Barents Sea. Tlie cone Ius ton of the foreign experts UlllJ this a The 
natura of the clamaAa to the boat and Its position on the sea bad 
are consistent wlt6 ••• a tor~eao hit In close fiQhttna by a ship at 
a distance of ZJ-25 cables tabout ~,SJJ meters>. 

However, If you. believe all of this and think that the foreign 
experts correctly analyzed the situation that led to the sl~tlnaof 
the ltu.rst, J t remains u~c lear Uliy our sublnartna did not report the 
under.ater battle by radio • 

. . • The other daY Put In and Clinton had an unplanned 25-mlrute 
telephone conversation the details of glch are baing kept secret. 

P.S. At the Navu Main Staff press service we ware Informed that 
amana the official theories that exist at rrasamt, only the 
hypofhesls of a collision between the Russ a~ submarJ~i a~d a 
fore I~ su.bt.r Ina Is baing cons r dared. The theory about clua.ae to 
the hull of the nuclear submarine ltu.rst by a. live torpedo or 
(MOREl 
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