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5 January 1971 

CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

Cornell Unher.alty ia a ·high-tuition, private, coed~catlonal 
university lo~ated in .the city of Ithaca. New York, approximately 
180 miles northweat of New York City. The curl'ent enrollment ls 
in excess of 14, 000 atudenu, approximately 300 of whom are Negroea. 

• 
StadeJlt unreat and disruptive activttiea at Cornell began in 

the late 1.?60'•· Although there il a chapter·-of SDS on campus and 
radic~l student• have .. been involved in antiwar demon~trationa including 
a recent effort to boycott Standard Oil, Cornell's principal problem 
and one that haa resulted -in violence and considerable deatructlon ia 
one of a racial nature. 

ln 1965 C(\rncll, then under the direction of Prealdent James 
A. Perkins, recruited a significantly •isable 1roup of black atadenta 

,who were financially as well as academically un~~rprivUeged. It was 
the belief at Cornell at the time that the aniveraity'• actJon in under­
privUcgcd re~ruit.ment was a pioneer atep_. that would lead other 
inatittttiuna along the aame course. Cornell'• racial problema have 
m\\ltiplicd Iince then and have often taken on bhsarrc manUestationa. 
Sinr.e 1968 tho campua has been dlarupted by ambush beatings of white 
st\ldeftta, armed bulldiftg tllkeovera and serious araon. In the apring 
of 1968 Negro student• seized and held a department chairman prisoner 
for what t.bey believed to be a racial alight. Thoae atudenta respon­
sible went unpuniahed, and many believe a lack of firm discipline was. 
a· ?poD invita~ion for acts of black mUltancy on aft ever-increasing 
L \le. Pushina a campai1n for black atudiea, the militant• in Decem­
b r 1968 took over a campus bulldlna. dlapo••e••ed into the •treeta 
tl·e profeaaors and their belonatna•. and •tole furniture from other 
Ci'mpus buildlna•• At faculty inalatence, charge• were brouaht against 
alx of the J1'loat flagrant offenders, but in AprU 1969 all cbarJe• aaainet 
them were dropped. 

During a December 1968 demon1trat1on black mUitanta 1taged 
' stt-·in outside Preaident Perkins' office. StUl bellevlna be coul~ 
n ".ke frf 'da, Perkin• •ent mJlk.and donuta.to the demonatratora, 
aa..; they -'!!S"ponded by amaahina the refre1bment1 again•t the wall. 
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.·• 1u FG\n·ucuy 1 '6' uader pre••ure trom the Afro-American Society ~--
t.h• etlanlnl•t~ratolon •c .. aped to1etbe&" $1,700 for the purchaae of bonao 
druma to be ued in the celebration of Malcolm X Day. Oa 28 Feb-· 
ruary to the accompaniment of Gorncll-purchased drums, Preaident 
Perkins was phyalcally pulled froin the apeakera platform at a con­
ference on South Africa. 

In mid-March 1969 three white atudent. were beaten at nlaht 
on campua by Negro atudenta. One.oi the three nearly died. 

In late April.l969 Cornell aalned the dubious distinction of 
bcina the Clrat major American univoraity to experience • buildlna. 
takeover by armed mUitanta. Tbta takeover allegedly wa8 brouaht 
on by a croaa bein1 bur11ed on the lawn of a black coed dormitory 
which waa later auapected to have bQ~tazted not by white• bat by 
blac:ks. · · 

The current president, Dr. Dale R. Corson, who assumed 
tho leadership of the university a year aao has tried to tiahtcn the 
dil!lciplinary reins •. He, aa well aa hia predecesaor, however, bas 
had to contend with aevoral radical faculty member• includln1 Pro­
!c,.ssor Douglas F. Dowd, instructor ~dward Boorstein (a Fidel 
,Castro economic advisor from 1960-63), and the Rev. Daniel Berrigan, 
presently serving time in a Federal penitentiary for the burnina of. 
draft files in the state of Maryland. • · • 

In April of 1970 aerious racial atl'Ue waa again renewed with 
the arson burning of the African& St.udies and Research Center. 
Allegedly the buUdins was burned to the around destroyinJ not only the 
physical structure but manuscripts and diaplayl of' African culture. It 
was presutned (by blacka) that tbe de•traction had been wrousht by 
hostUe white studenta. In retaliation 100 black atudenta (aU members 
of the underprivUcaed enrollment aroup) •maahed and looted the 
university-operated campu• bookatore. 

ln su_mtnary, Cornell baa been depleted as a place of fear and 
anger. Sllme talk of .white viailante grot~ps ha• been reported; and it 
fe: anticipated that the •chool, qaiet now for •everal months, wW con­
tinue to be a potential local point lor racial tenaion in the academic 
world. No diffioultiea of any nature are aatlclpated at the Ithaca 
campus, however, llllltil aprbia. 

Dr. Corson will prove a touaher, more dlaclplble-oriented 
administrator than hi• precleceNor: aad probably tbe worat of the 
tc.cial ten•ion i• paa•ecl •. 
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