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SITUATION INFORMATION REPORT 

• 
Venceremos Brigade Update 

· While most Americans spend year-end holidays at hon1~ or 
with friends, and several thousands more devote themselves to low
'key, hometown anti-war"vigils~ aing~ins, and peace demonstrations. 
another much smaller group will be ha~king ·and stacking sugar cane 
in Cuba's Havana Province. These will be predominantly Black 
Panthers and m'embers 9f Students fnr a Democratic Society, plus 
other radicalized American youth, all sharing pro-Castro sentiments. 
and opposing what they term U. S. imperialism. 

The first Venccremos Brigade contingent was C'omprised of 
216 An1ericans. Geographically~ California's Be~:y Area provided 50 
to tOO youth: 30 came from the Seattle area; D. C • . supplied lZ: and 
the remainder came from the New York-Boston and Oet.roi.t-Chicago 
con1plexes. The average age of Br.igade members is in the early 
twenties, with some teenagers, and a few. older men. They paid 
their own transportation (from personal or contributed funds) to 
Mexico c'ity during the. first week in Oecen'\ber, whC?re they iftlmC
diately boarded Cubana Airline planes for tht~ flight•tn Havana. ' 
Dwight Hankin, 19-year-old Detroit black, was spokesman at the 
airport for the fiTst gr.oup o{ 74. About 70 pcrcJ!nt o£ the volunteers 
arc white, despite organizers' efforts to attract equal groups of 
white, black, and brown youth. Hall o! the travelers arc women. 

The Brigade "campamento 11 (tent camp) is loc:ated near 
Aquacate., about a two-hour bus ride from Havana. Its director is 
Javier Ardizones, international relations coordinator Cor the Young 
Communist Leagut•, who told the volunlners their presence h<!lpf~d 
to destroy .the U. S. attempts to "Blockadt! Cuba frnrn the rt,~st n( 

the world.". His listP.ncrs chct!red when they lcarn<ld the Cuban 
harvest was dedicated t() the pnople of Vietnam.· Artr. rwards, 
Americans ~er'e issued W'ol.fk. shirts~ trousers and shoes. \ 

.. 

; 

-

.. 
' 

~·.·-

.. . 
A typical .workday'begins with the 6:00a.m:. bugle,. foliowcd ~ .. f~:-:.. 

by breakfast (rolls. coC!t~c and milk). Then the 10 sub-Brigades -consisting of Americans .and Cuban counterparts (n1embers o£ a 
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specially furmed Cuban Brigade)·- llli.l.rch to the worksite, each 
under a distinctive unit banner~ A 7-hour day, ·S llZ day week is 
the norm. 

Some problems surfaced almost immediately. When women. 
were designated cane stackers, rather than cane cutters like the 
men, they protested,. feeling it might be discrimination. Locals 
e:<plained both jobs were equally important and productivity would. 
be the deter~ining factor in who did wha.t. Cuba's "emulation" in
centive system nettled some Americans. It smacked of "capitalist 
competition," they Celt. This was quickly overcome, according to 
one radical press report, and the V()lunte~rs soon "caught the revo
lutionary spirit" and worked t'? out-produce other sub-bri~arles. 
Winner of the first week's "Vanguard" cane-cutter· award was 
Charles "Woody" Woodson, 29-year-old San Franciscan. PruJluc
tion for the first two weeks was 194·, 933 arrobas (an arroba equals 
25 pounds of cut cane)·. Leading "macheteros 11 be.sides Woodson, 
arc Clyde Kelly, Clarence "Chip" Sills, ·Leslie Cagan (or I<agan) 
and Carol Ann Gilbert. ·With typical socialist showmanship, weck
cnrl ceremonies are held to award individuals and unit n1erit badges 
and !lags, usually presented by a national l,abot• hero. 

Bri~aclc members will work for 6 weeks. Thr. final two 
weeks of the two-month visit are r~served for recreation including 
a tonr of Cuba, during which ·cameras and recorders will be busy. 
Propaganda drums ~re beginning to beat louder. Havana's Pu~nsa 
Latina carries taped messages, in English and Spa~ish, from 
Brigade members. Mike LaGuardia and Joan Gandini arc the inter
viewers. Three Bostonians, Michaell\aysahn, Neil Birnbaum and 
Richard Cord (all phonetic) tuid their friends in the U. S. how Cuba's 
struggle against U. S. imperialism (typified by the U. S. blockade
breaking harvest) is "the same struggle that we- will fight when we 
get hack to t~e United States." Tom Lee, a Detroiter, wanted to · 
~r.t back hon1e soon to fight against U. S. repression against libe ra-
tion movements like the Black Panthers. 

Unduubtcdly, inlcrnalional publicity ahuut tht~ Bdgadc will 
incn•asc in.January. A n"lajur publisher, one observer _nc)h!S, has 
cnnlractc~cl to ·t~on1pilc a bonk based on the rlial"ic•s nf int.c~l·cslt!cl 

·13l:igadl~ mcmbt~rs. And a-..·cccnt news broadcast. told nf Fidel Cils-
• ' • I ._ ' • 

tro's visit to the Vencert:mos camp on Christmas Day (Castro had 
o££icially postponed C_ubari Christmas festivities until July to allow 
uninterrupted harvesting operations).· • 

A second Vencercmos co1~ingcnt, hoped tn contain abo.ut 
400 American volunteers, is expected in Havana in early •February. 

,,-. 

• 

\-.. 

0 • -

-

; . 
t'_ ~-



__ j . ··------
1. BERRfS VlORLD 

--- J 
J~.~ 

1~ 
• 

''Snml.'lmrh· saht I don't lmre 'c:lm-
~,.,.,. tztmla.' Fii1d nnt "·hat it Is and lel m~ 

kno~v U I should get some.·• 

"Johnny has hffn rr·,;ur~~ since 
Vietnam. Jle doe~n·t know 

whether to volunteer for 
Cornell or ·uerkeley. '' 

blessings 
· (while appreciated) _ 

W - W_pn't ·help 
ORLD · '-.. Undcr•Hound }->t·,·ss 

et our boy O'!t'a there. And without breakin' that there bottle!" 
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Greeting cards advertised in "The Black Panther" newspaper 
inches. price - $:15 each. 
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CALENDAR OF TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES 

Asterisked items are either reported for the first ti~1e, or 
contain additions or ch_anges to previously reported activities • 

• 

I 

... 
A confidential sc,urce of a Government agency has advised · .; ~ 

that the Black Panther Party is planning some fnrm of unspecified~ 
action early in 1970 on a national level to show the Govrrnm(!nt 
that the Panthers ~mean business. No details regarding lht~ nalure 
of the action or the form it will take are currently available .. 1:.131 .. t'JI/}0 

*January 9-11, lC)iO, Chicago, Illinois 

The CPUSA has disseminated a documt"nl cntitlt:'d "A Call 
to Found a Re\•olutionary Working Class Youth Orga.ni7.atit;n." The • 
!oundin~ convention of this new Marxist-Leninist Y.outh organization 
was origil'\ally sr.hecluled for December Z6~-2R, 1969. -L~t<!r materials 
indicate it is now planned Cor 9-11 or 10-12 January l970. 

The stated purpose of this new, comn,unist-orit'nl:<·d youth 
organization will be to replace .the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs and draw 
membership from the Young Socialist Allianr~. "4ltimate c;:ontact" ... ,. t;'! 
will be mainta~ncd by t)lc group with the CPUSJ\ 1 , f•~ : • . n .. )_} Dttt ~~~ 

. F't.:.T t..T. 1\t\N'ft.l ~ ]t' nd·!,q 0,. .• ·-'·1 f•. _,,. ·· ::!t.N·C· q 
*Ja~uary 15, Washingtot1,. D. C. 

A seri<{s'of ceremonies and religious S~I'Vl<.'CS will be ·con
duct~d to n1ark the birth of the late Dr. Martin Luthr.t· l<ing, Jr. 
Dc•spitc repeated pressure on Congress, it has not bt.•en declared 

a legal holiday. . w ''~ ~· .Dc..·t~ /IJC•uC. J. 5' ,br~ .f, '! . 

>:=.T::\nna t·y 18, New Ycn·k C ily 

The~· Anw t•it.·nn Assor.ialion to Cot111Jat: Fascisn1, Hac iHnl, 

ntul Anti-S«'mitistn hn~ issnt~rl a call fnt• n .Janunry IH nmfc:rr•tH'c• 
in ·New York City at tl~c Pt-nn-Gardcn Hotd, 7th Avrllt.tC, at~d • . 
31st Street !rom 10 a. ni."tu 5 p.m. The call highlighted tht'. "danger 
o£ the ultra-right and Cacism at home and ab~oad" at~d, amdng other 
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things •. sta.tcs that over 400 ultra:-r.J,!ht organizations and ou'ttc.~ts arc 
encouraged by the military-·industrial complex, and the Nixon admin
istration attacks on the news media and hints of censorship. 

· . · \)oJtt tt>o'Tld 11 nrc. (.,"f 
January 19, 1970, Bel Air, Maryland 

• 
H. Rap Brown, head o! the. Student Natinnal CnordinatinJ! Com

mittee, who h~s been free on $10, 000 bond in ~onncction with charges 
st~mll)ing from racial disorders in July-1967 on Maryland's Eastern · 
Shore, is tentatively scheduled to be tried on 19 January 1970. William 
.B. Kunstler, Brown's attorney to defend. him on the· charges of arson 
·and inciting to riot, is also chief couns~l for the Chicago. Eight. 

. · . t!) IH•/1 • f~sf 'S /VN ·(.? 
*January 23-25. Detroit, Michigan 

Repo rtcdly, a Republic o! New A! rica (RNA) conferen~e was 
held C?n November 29, 1969, in Broo·klyn, New York, and was attc.ndcd 
by approximately forty individuals. The confcrc.•nce voted to hold a 
constitutional convention in D~tro\t. Michigan, on 24 January. At th~ 

·conference, the resignation of Robert F. Willia.n~s as RNA President 
was announced. The RNA.is a violence-prone bla<:k extremist, separa
tist organi?.atinn headquartered in Detroit, Michigan. Rnh.c rt Willi~ms 
currently resides in Detroit where he is awaiting <~xtraclilion to North 
Carnlina, on a kidnapping chnrge. It has been reporlt•d t.hat th~ RNA 

·' 

is currently split into three factions. It is headed b'f Pontiac, MichigaJl, 
'black militant attorney, Milton R. Henry, who act«·~ as its lccfder in 
past years while Williams was in exile. Henry will probably run for 
the RNA presidency at the convention. p.111' Cff/,_)_ ~ i)e.t·,oit tl:l#l~. VI>~·'? 

*February 1970, Washington, D. C. 

A se.cond Freedom Rally supporting the U. S. position in the 
Vietnam War will be held at Constitutiun Hall. The February rally, 
t:n be hdd indoors bccalisc·of unpredictable winter weather, will 
hup~fully, according tu or'gani?.ers, have a number h( "big nnmr. 
l."nlcrtainers" as well as Senators and Congressmen at th~ events. 

· · · cv rz.~r,. l)o~'f ~'Cf'-'~ -:a..tr.·o'J·(:-'1· 
::•Fchrua t•y 4~ NatirJnwidr~ 

The Committee nf l'tcturncd Volunteers, whlc-h has h(~Cn;lc.:t.ivr 
.. iii protesting the .war in Vietnam, plans to sponsor natio..nwidc demon

strations against the Gulr'Oil Corporation on 4 February. A spokesman 
Cor the Committee safd that tile Gulf Oil Corpbration wa~ selected · 
because of its holdings in Africa which are "exploiting the African 
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P(~l'lple. 11 The CcnntniUec is also ~-.. nsidcrin~-t a ''National a1·tiun 11 in 
\Vashingtl)n, D. C., during t"i-ul summer u( 1970; the lypc of acti•m 
has not been decided upon. f6J:. · '~(·f )~ J'i."t>: 

*Eebruary JZ, l3, 14, Washingtnn, D. C • 

• 
The Student Mobilb;ation CQ.mmittcc to End tht' War in Vidnam 

will hold a mass student conference lZ, 13, · a1ld 14 February to plan 
nation~l anti-war demonstrations this spring. The site will probably 

be in \Vash.ington, D. C. \,J~JJ..·$'~h.~ 1'1/:}P.C,· 61 

*February 2.1, zz, and Z3, San Pedro, California .. 
The Peace and Fr<~edom Party held their pre -convention al the 

YJI.ICA, 1530 Bnchanan Street, San Francisco, on Nnvc:mber Zfl, Z9, 
and 30. Attendance varied from a low of 15 to a high of 40 pt:rsnns. 
Candidates for political office .were discnsscd. There was mttch 
disagreenlent, sh<>uting, and the use of four letter words: however, 
they Cinall~ sc't a dale and place for their state Cf>nvention. At pre- • 
sent the Peace anrt Freedom Party is very splintered and at a low 

ebb. - j \\,~.rJ.Q. ~ •• _.. ~,~~'tit~J tt·tl /J(C. ~'1 :11 lb3 

_:;•March a7, April 15, and t-.1ay 30, Nationally 

\ 

Althpugh plans are still no.t definite, thcrr• is strong likelihood 
that the New Mobilization Committee to End th<! \'v·as in Victnafn will 
s0tlle on these dates to sponsor nalhmwide r.l<•monstratinns against 
the war. Unlike the November 15 pcacP march in Washington, 
November 15, these activities will be decentralized to cities all over the 
count1·y. 

On March Z7 (Gnod Friday), the thenw wil~ bP oppnsiti•m to the 
(h·aft; on April 15 (Income Tax day), among other Lhing~. suppurh!I"S 
will be urgccl to withhold what they feel arc "war laxes ": and on lvtay 
30 (Memorial Day), suppfJrt will bt.• given to GI's Cor Pt'acc in Viclnarn. . V.H'~"·"'~·--~~ /~·b,.(..~'j 

::'April 22, National 
• 

A National TN\ch- In un the Crisis o( tlw Envir•mnwnt .i!;. lwi ng. 

planned for c.:nl I<~ A~~ <·amp•t-~s. Acco.rding lo the teach -in 1 ~. planj1c rs, · 
lhe objective is lo ml'>bili£e youns Americans in s.ttppo rt o( a campaign 
to halt the "accelerating pollution and destruction of the environment. 11 

. . l)c;,~~J \t.~O':(t9. '?.), rltPI b 1 
SOURCE: Government and nnws rnedia. 
RELIA13ILITY: Probably. tnte. ._ 
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