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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The objective of this study was to analyse combat experience in World War
Il on the eastern front, to attempt to detect characteristic patterns of beha-
vior of Soviet military commanders and staffs under a variety of combat situa-
tions, in order to acquaint United States officers with the decision making
process of Soviet commanders, introducing them to the ways the Soviets think
and act under combat pressure, so that they may be better prepared to estimate
potential Soviet combat decisions and action.

The first chapter of the report describes the basic elements of the Soviet
system of command and control in combat operations in World War II, including
planning procedures, normal pre-combat preparations, and the use of command
posts, observation posts and mobile command posts during combat.

Five case studies are included. They are:

The Fifth Guards Tank Army in the Korsun- Shevchenkovskiy Operation, January-
February 1944

Combat Operations of the III Guards Mechanized Corps in the First Phase of the 5
Byelorussian Offensive, 24-30 June 1944

Breakthrough Operations and Advance of the Soviet XV R1f1e Corps South of Brody
in the Ukraine, July 1944 n

Offensive Operations of the XVI Rifle Corps West of LubJin (Po]dnd) Including
Assault Crossing of the Vistula River in the Pu]avy Area, July-August 1944

Offensive Operations of the 90th Rifle Division toward Tsekhanuv (Potand),
14-16 January 1945

Using Soviet publications as the basic source, each af the operations is descri- 42*’3

bed from the point of view of the commander of the attacking Soviet force. His
participation in the planning and preparation and the major tactical decisions he

"~ had to make as the combat proceeded are discussed. Each case study includes com-

ments on aspects that are distinctive or particularly important as indications
of the commander's thought or performance.

A final chapter discusses ways in which postwar developments have altered
the conditions under which a Soviet combat commander would operate in a future
war and elements in World War [I performance that are of particular relevance
in current conditions. While emphasizing the great importance the Soviets put
on detailed study of their performance and the performance of their enemies and
allies in World War II, it is noted that the Soviets stress that in future com-
bat the lessons from historical example must be applied creatively with due con-
sideration for modern weapons.




OSD/IS Final R‘lﬂpanP for 16-F-0292

Page 6 of 214

The case studies tend to contradict prevalent notions in western military
circles about the inflexibility and lack of initiative of Soviet commanders
in combat. The need for flexibility and initiative are emphasized in Soviet
training and exercises, and frequently stressed in Soviet military publications.
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INTRODUCT 10N

The objective of this study was to analyse combat experience in World War
IT on the eastern front, to attempt to detect characteristic patterns of beha-
vior of Soviet military commanders and staffs under a variety of combat situa-
tions, in order to acquaint United States officers with the decision making
process of Soviet commanders, introducing them to the ways the Soviets think

and act under combat pressure, so that they would be better prepared to esti-
mate potential Soviet combat decisions and action.

The report has been prepared almost entirely from Soviet pubTications,
both books and periodicals, and jllustrated with maps drawn from Soviet maps.
The use of the only other primary source for these operations, the captured
German records of World War I, proved impractical because of gaps on both sides
which made it prohibitively time-consuming to try to match opposing forces for
which records on both sides are gvailable. It was also deemed of doubtful
value to.make much use of German_reports for this Study, which focussed on the
Soviet commanders and the information available to them dyring an operation.

It must be pointed out that, although Spviet material is abundant and the
operations of which case studies were made have been published in detail, Soviet
publications are uneven in their coverage. ?F will be noted, for example, that

some of the case studies are accompanied by 3 series of statistical and descrip-
tive tables, while few such tables are included in others.

Where Soviet maps did not locate all the places mentianed in the narratives,
United States maps have been searched in order to find them. Scales have been
supplied when possible when Soviet maps did not include them.

The report is organized in three parts. The first is a description of the
basic elements of the Soviet system of command

It has been derived from a survey of a number o
Jects, as well as from the five case studies th

report. It is intended to describe how a typical operation was directed, from
the inception of the plan to the operation in the field. Much of this process
may be expected to follow a similar pattern in a future war, modified as neces-
sitated by the increased emphasis on mobility on t

€ contemporary battlefield
and by the availability of different weapons and adyanced means of communication.

For the second part of the report five operations were chosen, viewed from
different levels of command. They are described in detail, from the point of
view of the commander, emphasizing his participation and the decisions which he
made before and during combat. It is, of course, not feasible to follow his
every move and record his every decision, since the Soviet commander no less than
the American is faced with routine decisions at every turn, and little informa-
tion about them is published. Rather an attempt has been made to ‘portray his
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participation and that of his staff in planning the attack and the changes that
he had to make as the battle developed.

The final chapter of the report contains some observations on how the pat-.
terns of command and contro) described in the case studies may be altered by
postwar military and technological developments.

Although the report does not call for conclusions, it is worth noting that
while the Soviet Army in several of these operations had only a relatively small
superiority in numbers of men and equipment over their German opponents, their
commanders were able, by skil1ful massing of forces in their selected zones of
attack, to achieve a decisive superiority where they intended to break through
the German defenses. Even so, when the Germans were in well organized and for-
tified positions and led by skillful commanders, they were able to slow down the
Soviet advance significantly and frequently to force changes in Soviet tactical
and operational plans. Conversely the Soviet commanders persistently overesti-
mated the capabilities of their own forces or underestimated the capabilities of
the Germans, with the result that in these cases they seldom achieved their goals
on their original schedules. It is important to note, however, that when faced
with unforeseen difficulties and delays Soviet commanders showed great initiative

and flexibility in changing plans and tactics in order to accomplish their mis-
stons.

While, as is discussed in the third part of this report, the modern Soviet
soldier and his commander are better trained and better equipped than his World
War II counterpart, it should be remembered that the combat effectiveness of
the former was comparatively low, and that although his successor may be expected
to perform better, his abilities must not be overestimated. .
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I
} STANDARD SOVIET COMBAT PROCEDURES OF WORLD WAR II

. This report includes case studies of five Soviet groynd operations in
World War II, focussing on decisions made by the commandipg officers of five
army upits at various command levels in very different situations. It is,
of course, impossible to discuss all the decisions any commander is called
upon’ to make during combat: most of them are routine, following a standard
operating procedure that has been developed to ensure that no significant
measures are overlooked in preparing and executing combat “operations, and
that no time is lost. Even the personalities of the commanders will have
tittle influence on this kind of pro forma decision. This chapter is intended
to give some idea of standard Soviet organization and routine procedures in

wWorld War II, to provide a background against which the five case study
operations can be seen in perspective. - :

Soviet analysts, who have written extensively about” their command and
control system during World War II, emphasize that the‘éx{gencies of war
required changes in the system that existed when the war began. They also
assert that, in accordance with the dynamic laws of the: development of mili-
tary art, the system has changed since the war and shoyld ‘be expected to
change during any future combat. Nevertheless Soviet military theorists .
believe-‘that it is as true now as it was in World War II that a copmander. -
can make proper combat decisions only if he understands . the naturd’ of com- , .
bined arms combat operations, correctly comprehends thg proper utilization of
Neéw weapons and equipment, is strong-willed, has good rals and high morale,
and is well-versed in Marxist-Leninist theory. They bel{ieve that'a study of
World War IT operations is an essential prerequisite td thé development of

these qualities. Thus, consciously or unconsciously, qujét commanders today
are strongly influenced by World War II experience. T

‘ Planning of Soviet Combat Activities,
Stavka* and General Staff

In World War II the overall direction of Soviet combqp operations was
exercised by the General Staff as the main operating elemgnt of the Stavka--

* Members of the Stavka in World War II included several members from the
Politburo, the Chief of the General Staff, and a number of.-prominent generals
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the Supreme High Command of the Soviet Armed Forces. The most important task
of the General Staff was to draft the concept of strategic operations, providing
for coordination of the activities of army groups--fronts--and of branches, rear
services, operational and strategic transportation, and command structure
deployments. General orders were issued directly to army group commanders by
the Stavka, and detailed orders by the General Staff, covering such things as
the general concept and objectives of an operation, the directions of the main
efforts, composition and missions of the attacking forces, time and place of
commitment of tank armies and cavalry-mechanized groups, air support, cooper-
ation between services, and logistic organization. The General Staff also

dealt with problems pertaining to the organization of the armed forces, exe-
cution of operational-strategic troop movements, and control over establish-
ment of new formations.

The Stavka often sent a representative, with a small staff, to an army
group to participate in the planning of an operation and coordination of the
army group's activities with those of other army groups and services. The
representative would act as liaison with the Stavka, either procuring prompt
answers to the army group commander's questions or making decisions himself.
Zhukov, Vasilevskiy, Yoronov, and Voroshilov were the Stavka's representatives
in the most important operations. !

Army Group

-The Stavka sent its concept of an operation to an army group headquarters
in a directive, normally 25 to 30 days before the start of a major offensive.
For a variety of reasons this time was often cut to as few as 8 days. The
army group commander, with the assistance of his deputies, chief: of staff, and
senior staff members, would proceed to develop an operational plan, which he
then submitted to the General Staff. In the meantime, the General Staff also
had been working on its version of the plan. Usually these plans would differ
only in details, and the army group could expect to receive approval for its
ideas with only small changes. On occasion, however, the General Staff would
disapprove the aray group's plan and would insist on its own.

This substitution of plans occurred in the Lvov-Sandomir opération, part
of which--the participation of the XV Rifle Corps--is discussed in the third
case study. The plan prepared by the commander of the lst Ukrainian Army
Group, Marshal Konev, and presented to the General Staff in June 1944, although
tactically correct, and from a strictly military view advantageous, was re-
jected by the Stavka for purely political reasons. The Stavka did not wish
to make the main effort against the weaker Hungarian arimy deployed on the
German flank as Konev recommended, for the members believed that the recent
occupation of Hungary by Germans would soon turn the Hungarians against the
Germans. Thus the Stavka directed Konev to deliver his main blow some 200

with Joseph Stalin as chairman. Among others the group included:G.K. Zhukov,
K.E. Yoroshilov, S.M. Budenny, Basil Shaposhpikov, V.M, Molotov, 'and N.G.
Kuznetzov. Attached to the Stavka was an advisory board which at various
times included General N.F. Vatutin, N.A. Voznesentskiy, Marshal .of Artillery
N.N. Yoronov, A.A. Zhdanov, P.F. Zhigarev, General K.A. Meretskov, and A.I.
Mikoyan among its members.
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kilometers to the north, in the Brody area. The opératipn was ‘successful.
As for the Hungarians, they continued to fight until March 1945,

A plan submitted by an army group for higher approval would in general
discuss the proposed army group operations in relation to the overall objective.
It would include an evaluation of the situation, based op the army group com-
mander's knowledge of his own forces, the physical and tactical conditions, and
the strength and™ deployment of enemy forces. The composition and missions of
the combined arms armies and tank armies would be stated, and requirements for
artillery, air support, and logistical support would be specified. The plar
would summarize the course which it was expected the operation would follow.

After a basic operational plan was approved, the army group staff developed
it in detail, in so doing often making decisions that actually were in the realm
of the armmy or even lower Jevel commands. The army group assigned objectives to
1ts component armies, defined the axes of the main effort, the breakthrough sec-
tors, and the composition and deployment of forces. Thi§ enabled 1t to assure
coordination between formations and services and the secret deployment of troops,
and to respond more effectively and flexibly to developments during combat. '
There were instances:in which control remained too centralized in the army group,
and the functions and command decisions on Tower levels suffered from excessive

interference from above. In some cases intermediate commanders were bypassed '
entirely, and orders: issued to their subordinates. I :

" : Major considérations of concern to the avmy group commander were: pro-
vision of firepower means to suppress the enemy defenses '{n the' entire tactical
defense zone, assignment of initial objectives for the combined grms armi
order to achieve'a byeakthrough of the defense Hines, and determining the points
at which the tank armies and the second echelon units of i '

be committed. Coordination among the varioys elements of: the army group was

of particular importance, and could be achiaved only through comprehensive
knowledge of the sitdation, personal contacgs among the various commanders and
staffs, an efficient communications system, ‘and continual -exchange of informa.
tion. Frequently war games and staff exercises were held at all levels before

the start of an operation in grder to ensure smooth coordination of the efforts
of the various elements of the army group command. A ,

Beginning in 1943 army group commanders customarily retained direct command
or alr armmies, tank armies, and mechanized, tank, and cavalry corps rather than
assigning them to combined arms armies, 1n order to be :able to use /them when -
and where they were most needed. Large artillery groups, however, with heavy

and long- range artillery, would usually he.attached to;ar@ies from the beginning.

-Puring the course of an opergtion the aymy group cdmm?nder'wou1d make tac-
tical: decistons as circumstances required. Whereas armies’ of the first and
secand echelons received their initial directives at the same time, if problems
developed in the course of the operation, the army group commander often assigned
new missions to the second echelon armies, changing the times and axes of com-
mitment, or even committing them Plecemeal, when this seempd netessary. Before
deciding to change an army's mission, the army group commander would thoroughly
analyse the situation, determine the time and place of commitment under the new
mission, and arrange for logistic support and coordination with the armies
already in action. If a counterattack jeopardised the plan or endangered his
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1
forces he would estimate the size and type of force required t& repulse the
counterattacks and order the necessary regrouping and reinforcements. Thus,
in the Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy operation, when the Germans cut off two tank
corps of the Fifth Guards Tank Army around Kapitanovka, the 1st’ Ukrainian .

Army Group commander ordered elements of three other armies to assist the
threatened army. :

Army ;

Upon receiving a new mission* from the army group commander--often after:
having participated in preparatory planning--the army commander made a pre-
1iminary decision as to the deployment of his forces and the basic operational
plan. Preliminary, or warning, directives were issued in order to provide
adequate time for subordinate commanders to prepare for the operation. They
were given information about the axes of the forthcoming operation, the jump-
off 1ine, attached forces, and timing. The preliminary directive formed the
basis for all staff documents being prepared and for the final Operation order.
Dissemination was strictly limited, however, to those who needed to know for
planning, in order to prevent leaks which might reach the enemy. and prevent
surprise. While the army staff and the commanders and staff of: the chiefs of
arms and services worked on detailed plans, the army commander and commanders
of subordinate formations and units would reconnoiter the front: in order to
acquaint themselves with the terrain and the enemy's defenses. : Meanwhile, the
various formations of the army would have received their missions, and their
staffs would be working up their plans for approval and incorporation in the
army's overall operational plan. ‘ i

Setting a realistic period for troop readiness for a forthtoming offen-
sive was considered to be a very important element in a commander's decision- .
making process. Thus, Soviet commanders and their staffs carefully evaluated’
the state of readiness and disposition of subordinate units and:formations,
the time necessary for regroupment and for taking up assault poditions, and
the status of supplies. In order to avoid situations in which troops had to -
enter combat insufficiently prepared, the Soviet command allotted five to seven
days for a corps to get ready, four to five days for a division; two or three
for a regiment, and one or two for a battalion or a company.

In practice, however, the timing of an attack was frequent'y determined
by the need for haste, and often the planning process left little time for units
to prepare. In the Luck-Rovno operation in January 1944 there were only two
days for preparation, 25 and 26 January. Half of the time was fequired for
army and corps planning. Division, regiment, and battalion commanders received

* Before World War II the Soviets had considered that the way to inform sub-
ordinates of their mission was through written operations orders. During the
war, however, they concluded that time was of such importance that it was pre-
ferable to transmit such orders orally in meetings between the commander and
his subordinates, and only later send out written confirmation. | {This was ap-
plicable to all levels of cormand.) The Soviets also felt thatino written
order or telephone directive could replace the advantage of giving orders per-
sonally, and being able to clarify alil issues on the spot. ;
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their orders orally on the day before they were to attack. The division com-
manders reconnoitered the area during the forenoon of 26 January, and the
regiment and battalion commanders that afternoon. The written operational order
reached the division and regiment staffs during the night of 26/27 January,
after most of the combat decisions had already been made. .

Upon receipt of the directive for an operation from the commander, the
staff would prepare a number of documents, of which the most important were
the operations plan, the battle map, the schedule coordinating the activities
of all elements during the operation, operations orders, plans and directives
for accumylating and maintaining stocks of ammunition, food, and other supplies,
the combat intelligence schedule, and the troop training schedule. Operations
orders included the following: ;
H
- a brief description of the enemy's deployment and stréngth;
- a statement of the combat mission as defined by the higher command;
- a description of the combat missions of the adjacent units and a
definition of boundaries and responsibilities for securing them;
- a short statement of the commander’s plan ‘
- assignment of missions to subordinate units and statement of any
attachments; ‘
. - assignment of missions of artillery, tanks, supporting air units,
and other elements :
~ = plans for antitank and antiair defense
° - areas for concentration of reserves
- a time schedule relative to D-day and H-hour .
- location of the commanding officer's command and observation posts,
and the axis along which they would relocate;
i - a schedule for submission of combat reports.

ﬁhi]e there was of necessity considerable variety in the coﬁcept of opera-
tions, plans for the breakthrough of a well-fortified enemy defense usually
were designed in three phases.

In the first phase, which was supposed to last one or two days, the army
would break through the tactical defense zone, advance, split and destroy the
defending forces, and commit a mobile group. The total distance ‘of advance in
this phase might be from 10 to 30 kilometers. c

The second phase was expected to last two days or mqré;'deﬁénding on the
situation. Its objective was usually the destruction of the enemy's tactical
and operational reserves, and, in cooperation with the neéighborirg Soviet

armies, encirclement of the main enemy forces. oy

During the third phase, planned to last at least three days, the army
troops, in coordination with those of the other Soviet armies, would either
mount an operation to destroy the encircled enhemy forces or continue to advance
in pursuit of the retreating enemy. This phase would end with the capture of
an important objective deep in the enemy's rear, and consolidation in prepara-
tion for future operations. f ' ' '

The army staff would prepare detailed plans only for the first of the three
phases. At this stage subsequent phases were usually planned only in general
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terms. Selection of the axis of the main effort was of paramount importance to
commanders on a1l levels. It depended on the character of the enemy's defenses,

_his troop deployment, the terrain, the intention of the higher command, deploy-
ment of the Soviét forces, a unit's mission, the quantity and quality of sup-
porting elements, and the degree of cooperation with adjacent units. Normally
the most vulnerable and weakest sector of the enemy's defenses would be selected
for the major effort. But in some instances the terrain, the necessity for
attacking from a restricted bridgehead, or political considerations dictated
that the main attack be launched against a strongly fortified area.

The initial breakthrough was usually planned to be made with the army's
combined arms striking force, composed of infantry and DIS {direct infantry
support) tanks. After the breakthrough was accomplished a tank army or tank
and mechanized corps would exploit the success, usually by advancing rapidly,
attacking enemy flanks and rear. In this way the success of the operation
would be assured. However, the tank force was often used to complete the
breakthrough because the striking infantry force had too few DIS tanks. This,
of course, was undesirable, because tank formations so used usually suffered
heavy losses, whichdiminished their striking power in operations in the depth.
of the enemy defenses in subsequent phases.

Coordination and Cooperation

The Soviets stressed that the success of an operation depended on whether
or not commanders were given their missions in time, how well the coordination
of all elements was organized, and how well the coordinated plaps were carried
out. Soviet commanders spent considerable time and effort on trying to assure
that all units involved would have a thorough mutual understanding of all such
factors as axes of advance, objectives, and timetables. On the average a com-
mander of an army or an army corps would spend no less than two days on coor-
dination, a division commander would spend up to two days, and regiment and
battalion commanders at least one day.

After operations maps, charts, and schedules had been prepared, a commander,
usually accompanied by his operations, intelligence, and communications officers,
and the chiefs of arms and services, would visit subordinate commanders to
explain how the operation was to proceed and how coordination and cooperation
among all elements was to be maintained. A corps commander needed at least six
to eight daylight hours to organize coordination for each of his divisions. A
division commander required the same length of time for each of his regiments.
And a regiment or battallion commander required at least three or four hours
of daylight to organize coordination for each of his battalions or
companies.

Commanders, in working out plans with their subordinates, gave particular
attention to protecting their flanks and boundaries. Measures were taken to
ensure careful and continuous observation of vuinerable areas, covering fires
and engineer obstacles were placed in critical positions, and anticipatory
orders were issued to reserves, second echelon elements, artillery, and tanks
copcerning countermeasures to be taken in the event of an enemy breakthrough
on a flank or along a unit boundary. , :
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Soviet doctrine stressed the importance of direct observation of the battle-
field by commanders at all levels. It was considered highly desirable to obtain
adequate tactical intelligence as deep as possible--by late 1943 25 to 30 kilo-
meters behind the enemy front line--since rapid advances sometimes would push
Soviet attackers that far in a day or less. The commander himself decided on
the special areas of intelligence which he needed and assigned the forces to
carry out the reconnaissance, transmitting his orders to the intelligence officer
through his chief of staff.

Combat reconnaissance was usually carried out by forward rifle battalions,
or by reconnaissance groups composed of a company or battalion reinforced with
artillery, mortars, tanks, and combat engineers. Procedures were deliberately
varied in order not:to establish a pattern, thus-increasing the effectiveness
of reconnaissance operations. :

Command Posts

Three criteria‘ were normally observed in selecting the site for a command
post: convenierce for organizing and maintaining communications with higher
command and with-supordinate staff; protection, natural or by camouflage, or
both, from the enémy's ground and air observation; and adequacy for carrying
on the command work.: In offensive operations command posts for rifle regiments
were one to two kilometers from the front line; for rifle divisions two to four.
For rifle corps ‘the distance was three to six kilometers; it was eight to twelve
for tombined arms.armies, and as much as forty to fifty kilometers for army

groups. In the ;Bobruisk operations in 1944 and Warsaw-Poznan in 1945, for

example, CP distinces from the front lines were:

‘o

s ‘ Bobruisk Warsaw-Poznan
Rifle regiment 1.5-2 km 1-2 km
Rifle division 2-4 km 1-3 km
Rifle corps 4-9 km 3-6 km
. Combined arms armies 9 km 8-12 km

Whep armies were on the defensiye their command posts were placed well
behind the front line. At Kursk, where the defenses were built in three con-
centric zones, the first echelon army CPs were from 20 to 50 kilometers from
the front. The Forty-eighth and Seventieth Armies and the Sixth and Seventh
Guards Armies had their CPs between the second and rear defense zones. The CPs
of the Sixty-fifth, Sixtieth, Thirty-eighth, and Fortieth Armies were in the
rear defense zone, and that of the Thirteenth was behind the rear defense zone.
The second echelon Sixty-ninth Army was farthest back of all, 45-50 kilometers
from the front. .

When the exercise of command from the CP was difficult or impossible,
particularly when the offensive zone of an army was very wide, an army commander
would organize an auxiliary command post (ACP}. This practice was more common
in the first year and a half of the war. In the offensive operation at Rostov,
for example, in November 1941, the commanders of the Fifty-sixth and Thirty-
seventh Armies, Generals F.N. Remizov and A.I. Lopatin, commanded their respec-
tive troops from ACPs located about three to five kilometers from the front. In
the battle for Moscow in December 1941 and January 1942 many army commanders
operated from ACPs two to four kilometers back from the front line.
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As a rule Soviet units had two command posts, with the combat command ele-
ments of headquarters forward and the other elements to the rear in the “second
echelon" CP. The distance between these echeloned CPs was, for rifle regiments,
usually 5 to 7 kilometers; for rifle divisions, 8 to 12 kilometers; and for .
rifle corps, 25 to 30 kilometers. The first echelon CP of combined arms armies
was as much as 40 kilometers behind the front line, and the separation between
the two echelons was only 10 to 12 kilometers. The forward CPs of combined arms
armies and tank ammies had as many as 300 to 400 men, 80 to 100 vehicles, 20 to
25 radios, and 8 to 12 communication aircraft. Rear echelon command posts would
have 500 to 600 men, about 80 vehicles, 7 or 8 radios, and as many as 150 horses.

RO a n R RE RO N i o

The size of a CP, or the area that it covered, depended on personnel
strength, the combat situation, terrain, communications facilities, and the
length of time it was Tikely to remain in one place. If it was cxpected to
stay fixeg for a considerable period a rifle regiment'sch might occupy up
to 0.5 km", that of a rifle div}sion or corps up to 1 km~, and that of a com-
bined arms army as much as 3 km“, If a CP was expected to move Soon, its com-
po?ents would deploy in a much smaller area and sometimes remain in marching
column,

Since each unit in the chain of command had its CP, there were often

large numbers of them clustered in a very small area. In the Warsaw-Poznan
operation 1n January 1945, for example, the Sixty-ninth Army of the 1lst Byelo-
russian Army Group, with a 15 kilometer front, had 1,270 comrand posts, of

which 750 were combined arms and 520 artillery, an average of 84 CPs per kilo-

meter of frontage. The Fifth Shock Army in the same’operation had 83 command

posts per kilometer a total of 1,000 on a 12-kilometer front. In the Yassy-
Kishinev operation in August 1944 the Thirty-seventh Army had 350 CPs on a
6-kilometer front. ) .

The headquarters group of a rifle division consistedof 140 to 160 men.
1t was divided into two echelons. Usually the first echelon, at the forward
CP, included the division commander, deputies for political affairs and com-
bat training, chief of staff, one or two officers from the political branch,
the operations and intelligence sections, the communications and cryptographic
sections, the chiefs of services (artillery, engineers), and a security detach-
ment. The second echelon would have the political branch, rear services, per-
sonnel section, administrative and supply sections, the military prosecutor's
office, military court, the staff's transportation section, and security elements.

The headquarters group of a tank or mechanized brigade or corps was com-
posed of three basic elements: the command group, the communications center,
‘and the service and supply group. The composition of the group at the command
post varied with the size of the formation, the availability of means, and the
combat mission. Usually, at the command post of a tank brigade or corps would
be the commander, his deputies for political affairs and training, the chief
of staff, the operations and intelligence sections, the commander of the artil-
lery with his staff, the communication and cryptographic sections, replacement
and personnel sections, transportation and supply section, security detachment,
and sometimes a combat engineer unit.

On the average the number of men and equipment at headquarters was as
" follows: .

10
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Brigade Corps

Men 80-100 150-200
Vehicles 20-25 30-40
Radio sets 8-10 12-15%
Communication aircraft - 2=-3

In order to improve control and decrease the size and vulnerability of
the staff at the command posts of tanks and mechanized formations, the commanders
would often form mobile operations groups which would advance behind the 'forward
elements on the axes of the main effort, using radio to communicate with the
combat units and the main CP. In brigades these operating groups would include
the commander, operations officer, intelligence officer, artillery commander,
chief communications officer, and one or two staff officers, with four or five
vehicles and three or four radio units. In corps they would include the com-
mander, deputy for polftical affairs, operations and intelligence officers, ‘
commander of artillery and apother artillery officer, and the chief coemmunica-
tions officer with two or three others, equipped with six to eight vehicles and
five or six radio sets. '

As a rule only one such operations group was organized. However, on occa-
sfon there were more, as for example in the III Mechanized Corps during the
Byelorussian operation in June-July 1944, where there were two, because there
were two axes of advance. The commander followed the axis of the main effort,

while his deputy headed the operations group on the axis of the auxiliary
attack. S

Forward of the first echelon command post Soviet commanders maintained
observations posts (OPs}, They were Tocated on the axes.of the main effort,
and during breakthrough operations particularly the commanders and their senior
staff members spent most of their time there, while the staffs remained at the
CP to carry on their work. OPs were established as close as possible to the
front line. In the Bobruisk and Warsaw-Poznan operations, for example, distances
of OPs from the front line were as follows: ;

Bobruisk, 1944 Warsaw-Poznan, 1945

Combined arms army 1.5 km 2.5-3 tkm
Rifle corps 1-1.5 km 1.5-2 ° ¥m,
Rifle division 0.8-1.5 km 1-1.5 km
Rifle regiment 0.5-0.8 km 0.3-0.5 km

It should be noted that all elements of an attacking force maintained OPs.
Consequently many of them were clustered in the best areas affording both ob-

iservation and cover, and were frequently spotted by the Germans. For example,

during the Vitebsk offensive in the summer of 1944 the Forty-third Army's rifle
element alone had 361 OPs on a front of about 15 kilometers. This dense net of
OPs sighted 70 German artillery batteries, 25 mortar batteries, 68 antitank guns,
383 machine gun emplacements, 268 bunkers, 42 OPs, 12 CPs, and 28 minefields.

This amounted to 70% of all such targets in the first German position.

The CPs of combined arms formations during combat operations displaced

forward as the combat progressed. Usually the CP of a combined arms army made
its first move after the troops had advanced 20 to 25 kilometers. The distance

11
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moved depended on the rate of advance of the FEBA. C(Ps and OPs moved alter-

nately in order to maintain uninterrupted command and control. Although the

CPs of a combined arms army normally stayed in place for one or more days, there
were cases when two or three shifts were made in one day. The Thirty-third .
Combined Arms Army in close pursuit of the enemy during the Vistula-Oder opera-

tion was constantly on the move, displacing its command post ten times between

14 and 31 January 1945. The average move was 40 to 50 kilometers. The Eighth
Guards Army in the same operation moved its command post 13 times in the same
period, its moves ranging from 30 to 70 kilometers.

Since mechanized formations usually advanced more rapidly than rifle for-
mations, their CPs and OPs made considerably longer moves. In the Sandomir-
Silesia operation the displacements of the X Guards Tank Corps ranged from 7
to 108 kilometers. Between 12 January and 25 March 1945, the distances of
corps CP displacements were as follows:

7-8 km 3 times
18-20 km 11 times
32-35 km 6 times
40-50 km 3 times
more than 100 km 2 times

During the preparatory period the command posts of tank and mechanized
formations were in concentration areas, usually as much as 70 to 100 kilometers
from the front line. Shortly before the start of an operation, and duving the
breakthrough period, the formation commander and his mobile command group would
move either to the 0P of the combined arms commander, or to his own OP near by.
As soon as the formations were committed, their commanders followed them closely,
sometimes operating CPs on the move. In brigades the CPs would be two or three
kilometers behind the forward units. In tank and mechanized corps they would
be five to six kilometers behind, and in tank armies 10 te 12. However, if the
forward units were advancing rapidiy the CPs might be as far as 25 to 30 kilo-
meters behind.

Command and Control

Although army commanders had access to intelligence information at all
times, upon arriving at an OP they would normally seek out the latest data on
gnemy activities, changes in German deployments, numbers of prisoners taken and
information gained from them. They would alsoc check on the state of the Soviet
forces and any recent developments. Then the commanders would discuss the com-
bat situation with subordinate commanders by phone in order to obtain more
-specific and timely information about the situation and the readiness of the
troops for combat. _ :

Although all army commanders sought all possible information before making
operational decisions, their procedures varied. General P.I. Batov, commander
of the Sixty-fifth Army, and General M.I. Kazakov, commander of the Tenth Guards
Army, for example, immediately upon arrival at his OP called not only. the corps
commanders but also division commanders and sometimes regiment commanders. The
army commanders asked for reports of the situation, the readiness of the troops
for attack, reconnaissance activities, and especially reconnaissance in force.

12
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Then they received the reports of the members of their operations task force.
By this method they identified and eliminated problems moreée rapidly than by
more orthodox_command procedures. :.

After the main force was comitted to battle many army commanders remained
at their OPs, using them in fact as forward CPs. They kept in constant persona]
touch with ¢orps, division, and regiment commanders participating in the main
attack as well as with their staffs at the main CPs. The commanders received

‘their reports directly from the battlefield, and hence were able to obtain’

specific, current information about various aspects of the progress of the break-
through. In case of delays they were able to take appropriate measures very

promptly. This procedure was used very successfully by General Batov at Bobruisk
in June 1944 and Berlin in April-May 1945, by General Kazakov during the advance
in the Baltic states in July-September 1944, by General K.H. Galitsky, commander

of the Third Shock Army in the Nevel operation in September 1943, and by General -

V.V. Glagolev, commander of the Thirty-first Army in the Vitebsk-Orsha operation
tn 1944, . :

On the first day of the Nevel offensive, 6 October 1943, the 28th Rifle
Division, commanded by Colonel M.F. Bukshtynovich, unexpectedly broke-=through
the first German position. Upon learning of this, General Galitsky immed{iately
decided to increase pressure in this sector to exploit the breakthrough. He
promptly committed the 21st Guards Rifle Division and the 78th Tank Brigade to
that sector. At 1230 on 6 October the army's artillery and the attached 240th
Fighter and 211th Ground Attack Divisions started support fire,and the new
elements soon moved forward. The prompt introduction of new forces was instru-
mental in breaking German resistance. At about 1600 the Third Shock Army's
advance forces burst into Nevel and quickly cleared it of the enemy.

At Bobruisk, in June 1944, General Batov talked with the commgnders of
the 15th, 69th, and 37th Guards Rifle Divisions before committing his mobile
group through their sectors. Thus he was able to identify the best time and
place for the commitment, with the result that the breakthrough was considerably
accelerated, s

At Berlin, Batov had direct radio links at his OP with battalion commanders
of the 186th, 108th, 37th Guards, and 15th Rifle Divisions, which were the first
to cross the Oder River. Only 36 minutes after the crossing began he knew that
a battalion ofc the 238th Regiment of the 186th Guards Rifle Division was already
fighting in thé first German trench. With this sort of information he was able

to influence the progress_of the breakthrough effectively.

3 On the other hand, in.the Crimean operation in 1944 General G.F. Zakharov
of the Second Guards Army and General Ya.G. Kreyzer of the Fifty-first Army
usuatly limited direct communication to their corps commanders, very seldom
speaking to their division commanders. They were of the opinion that the corps
commander should have the latest and most exact informatfon about their divi-
sions at all times. Although this at first glance seems logical, and 1t left
more initiative to the corps commanders, actually, during the breakthrough,
when General Kreyzer was talking only with the conmanders of the rifle ‘corps,
artillery support was late, and other arms were not committed rapidly enough to
exploit the situation adequately. '

13
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The dynamics of combat and the necessity of maintaining momentum made
it imperative for the army commanders to be abreast of the situation during
@ breakthrough operation, to evaluate it correctly in a very short time, to
make decisions promptly, and to pass them immediately to the subordinate
commanders. Hence in the heat of combat army commanders often assigned
missions personally to their subordinates either by phone or radio, or by
personal visit to the subordinate commanders' OPs or CPs. Routinely, however,
there were "direction officers” (liaison officers assigned from the staff to
subordinate commands, whose chief task was to be acquainted with all combat
details of a specific unit) who relayed the army commander's orders, and whose
presence ensured that the orders were carried out, '

At the end of each day of combat an army commander usually called a
meeting of his military council (a group of high ranking staff officers)
at his observation or command post, to receive short reports from the -
chief of staff, chief of the intelligence branch, commander of army artillery,
and chief of rear services. He also listened to their proposals:in regard to
future combat. After giving careful consideration to these presentations,
the army commander decided what the activities should be during the night
and the next day. This decision was submitted by phone or radio to the com-
mander of the army group for his approval. Once this was received the deci-
sion (modified as necessary} was put in writing and distributed to the sub-
ordinate commanders. Meanwhile, preliminary orders were issued by phone as
soon as possible.

After the meeting of the military council the army staff drafted the
daily summary report of combat activities. It was signed by the army commander,
the chief of staff, and the chief political officer, and sent to the army
group commander.

To give first echelon units time to rest at night, the army commanders
usually assigned night operations missions to second echelons of regiments
and divisions which had not yet participated in combat. This was done, for
example, in the Twenty-second Army at Yassy-Kishinev, the Thirty-first in
East Prussia, and the Third and Fifth Guards Armies in the Vistula-Oder of-
fensive. However, sometimes circumstances called for all forces to continue
the offensive during the night. This was the case during the Vistula-Oder
offensive, when the commander of the Fifty-ninth Army, General I.T. Korovnikov,
was ordered to assist the Sixtieth Army and to capture Krakov. After weighing
all the pros and cons Korovnikov decided to advance with his main force at

‘night. : '

~ Army commanders usually took advantage of night hours to'disp1ace ar-

tillery forward, and to move ammunition up closer to the forward infantry for-

mations. Routinely at night units would regroup, and when necessary arrange-
ments for coordination between army units were improved. When combat continued
through the night, troops were often unable or unprepared to continue an ad-
vance that had been planned for the next day. When this happened, army com-
manders, with the permission of army group commanders, would postpone the
planned offensives for several hours.

14
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Committing Mobile Formations

By 1944 Soviet mobile formations-~tank armies, tank corps, and mechanized
corps--had intrinsic motorized rifle units. In earlier years such units had
been attached to them from combined arms armies. Mobile'formations, or groups
of formations, were usually committed through a breakthrough zone about four
to six kxlometers in width, and assigned at least two routes of advance. Under
favorable conditions it would take a mobile group two and 2 half to four hours
from the time 1t was ordered to advance to move up to the line of commitment.
While approaching this 1ine it was imperative that the group be covered by air
and protected against enemy counterattacks.

After an army or army group commander decided to commit his mobile
group he would assign the final missions to the group s commander, the comman-
der of the army artillery, the chief of the army engineers, and the represen-
tative of the supporting air army to support the commitment of the mobile
group to combat. :Actually these missions had 3lways been pre-planned, and
unless there was some major change in the situation or p1an,the army commander
had only to sét the time and define precisely thg mobile group’s line of de-
parture and commitment. He would inform the commanders of formations already
fighting in the breakthrough zone so that the routes of advance would be
cleared and cover provided.

Since the commitment of the mobile group qas a particularly crucial
element of combat troop command, usually staff officers were sent to the
CPs or OPs of these commanders to assure 11a150n and coordination.

Rather than ho1d1ng an army's mobile group to exploit a completed break-
through, often the group was committed to combat to expedite the breakthrough
itself. Whether:a mobile group would be comhitted during or after the break-
through depended upon such things as the number of tanks-assigned to the rifle
divisfons of the first echelon for direct infantry support, the degree of
success achieved, the depth of the suppression of the enemy defense system
by the artillery and ajr force, the composition of the mobile group, the pro-
f1c:ency of the army command, the type of terrain, and the strength of enemy
resistance. \

The first successful introduction of tank and mechanized elements into
éarly phases of combat took place in November 1942 during the Soviet counter-
offensive at Stalingrad. There, army mobile groups were introduced on 19
November 1942, the first day of the offensive. Working with the rifle divi-

.sions of the first echelon, these mobile forces completed the breakthrough of
-the German tactical defense zone and advanced 18 to 40 kilometers, On 23

November, toward the end of the fifth day of the offensive, three of these
mobile groups met in the Sovetskiy and Kalach area and surrounded the German
Stalingrad force. The army commanders not only made the decision to commit

the groups to assist in the breakthrough, but followed up their decisions,
taking personal charge of the security of the groups as they moved up to their
lines of departure. In the sector of the Sixty-fifth Army in the 1944 Bobruisk
operation, early on the first day of the offensive, op 24 June, General Batov
decided to commit his mobile formation, the I Guards Don Tank Corps. He
wanted to increase the advance rate of the first echelon formations and ex-
pedite the breakthrough of the German tactical defense zgne. At 1600, three
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hours after the decision had been made, the corps, supported by artillery

and air, moved out from the line Rakovichi-Petrovichi. Its swift forward

thrust was exploited by the rifle divisions of the first echelon, substan-
tially increasing their progress forward, Toward the end of the day, army
troops broke through the heavily fortified defense zone and advanced about
20 kilometers.

The mobile formation of General N.I. Gusev's Forty-seventh Army was .
committed at Kovel under very different circumstances. During the night of
5 July 1944 the German command withdrew its troops from the Kovel Bulge to
rear positions that had been prepared in advance, leaving only a small
covering force in the Kovel area. Immediately upon discovering the German
withdrawal, Gusev launched an attack with the forward detachments of his
three first echelon rifle divisions. With no difficulty they defeated the
weak German covering force and captured Kovel and nearby villages. On the
basis of the information available to him, Gusev concluded that the Germans
had started a general retreat. Reporting this to Marshal Rokossovskiy,
commander of the 1st Byelorussian Army Group, he requested permission to
commit his mobile formation, the IX Tank Corps, to combat. Having recelved
permission, Gusev summoned the corps commander, General F.N. Rudkin, and
ordered him to start a close pursuit of the enemy. However, neither the army
nor the corps commander nor their staffs undertook adequate reconnajssance
or prepared properly coordinated support plans with the artillery and air
units.

At 1100 on 8 July the tank corps moved out. It Wwas soon taken by sur-
prise by heavy German artillery and tank fire at c¢lose range, with the result
that it suffered heavy losses and was unable to fulfill 1ts mission.

Committing the Second Echelon

Al

Usually the second echelons of attacking combined arms armies were as-
signed the mission of exploiting success in the sector of the main effort.
Often they were committed on the second or third day of the offensive, after
elements of the first echelon had broken through the tactical defense zone.
Sometimes, however, the commitment of second echelon units might be made as
late as the fourth or fifth day.

Second echelon units could have a variety of missions. . They could be
committed to complete the breakthrough of the main defense zone, to break
through the second defense zone, to capture the enemy's rear defense zone,
to widen a breakthrough sector toward one of the flanks, or to exploit a

" breakthrough in a new direction.

When contemplating the commitment of his second echelon forces, an army
commander had to determine both the time and the place where they should be
comnitted, in order not only to maintain the momentum of the offensive, but
also to intensify it. Thus when, in the first day of the Bobruisk operation,
24 June 1944, the main effort of the Third Army had advanced only one to one
and a2 half kilometers, while the secondary effort had gained three to four,
the army commander, General A.B. Gorbatov, decided to transfer his mobile
formation, the IX Tank Corps, to his right flank for commitment through the
secondary effort, and to move the army's second echelon, the XLVI Rifle Corps,
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Having received the army group commander's approval, Gorbatov
e missions, organized the schedule for the regrouping,

t the jump-off point.

up behind it.
personally assigned thes
and assured the timely arrival of the troops a

In the morning of the second day the army resumed its attack, The IX
Tank Corps moved forward 13 kilometers. The following day the XLVI Rifle
Corps was also committed, with the result that the German tactical defense

was completely broken.

f the Yassy-Kishinev operation, at about 1400

on 21 August 1944, the assault task force of the Thirty-seventh Army, led by
the army's mobile formation, the VII Mechanized Corps, broke through the Ger-
man second defense zone. A wide gap opened between the VI Guards Rifle Corps,

which was following the mechanized corps in the main effort sector, and the

XLVI Rifle Corps, advancing slowly on the army's right flank. General M.N.
Sharokin, the army commander, decided to commit his second echelon, the

LXXXII Rifle Corps, into this gap, ordering it to attack and destroy German
forces in front of it and to proceed into the enemy's rear defense zone.

During the second day o

The LXXXI1 Rifle Corps attacked in two echelons in a sector ten kilo-
meters wide, after a short artillery preparation and air attack on the rem-
nants of German strongpoints. This timely commitment of the second echelon
resulted in the destruction of the German reserves and a breakthrough into
the German army's rear defense zone. By the end of the day the corps had
advanced 25 kitometers and made contact with the V11 Mechanized Corps on its
left. The enemy was unable 1o regroup and organize his defense in the rear

defense zone.

General Comments

int out that World War II experience, such as the
1lustrates that troop command is a creative pro-
pecific circumstances of combat and the skill
t quickly and offectively to changes in the
dient decisions quickly, and assign clear

Soviet commentators po
examples discussed ahove, i
cess. Decisions depend on the s
of the commanders, who must reac
situation, make well-founded and expe
missions to their subordinates.

id collection and correct in-

The Soviets stress the importance of rap
direct contact between comman-

terpretation of data, and strongly encourage
ders and subordinate comnanders at all levels. personal contact, they believe,

not only facilitates prompt assignment of missions and exchangeofinformation.
put also provides opportunities to assure that orders are clearly understood
and to ascertain that they are being properly executed. The Soviets also
styess the necessity for constant reconnaissance in order to learn as much as
possible about the enemy. Soviet analyses of World War 11 operations empha-
size that these success ful command techniques of that war are still relevant.
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II

THE FIFTH GUARDS TANK ARMY IN THE
KORSUN-SHEVCHENKOVSKIY OPERATION
January-February 1944

General Situation

! At the end of 1943 and the beginning of 1944, German Army Group South,
being unable to stop the Soviet offensive in the Ukraine, was forced to with-
draw westward. '

I
! On 14 January, the 1st Ukrainian Army Group, commanded by General N.S.
Vatutin, after an advance of 80 to 200 kilometers in three weeks, halted its
offensive., By reaching a line from the DOnieper River to Zhaskov, the army
group's left wing partially enveloped German forces which were still entrenched
on the western bank of the Dnieper River in the vicinity of Kanev. To the

south the 2d Ukrainian Army Group, under General Ivan S. Konev, which had begun
its offensive on 5 January 1944, captured Kirovograd and reached the southern
flank of the same German force, subsequently known as the Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy
group. The salient which this group created in the Russian line, with the 1st
Ukrainian Army Group on the north, and the 2d on the south, presented an
opportunity for encirclement. German troops deployed in the bulge formed a
wedge between the 1st and 2d Ukrainian Army Groups, pinning dawn their flanks
and endangering future operations. In addition, the Dnieper Hiver was useless
as a navigation artery as long as Germans were sitting on pne of its banks.

The Soviet Supreme Command considered the liquidation of the Korsun-
Shevchenkovskiy bulge to be extremely important. Losing no time, on 12 January
1944 Generals Vatutin and Konev were ordered to encircle and destroy the German
forces in the Kprsun-Shevchenkovskiy area. Concentrating their main striking
forces at the base of the salient (see Map 1), both army groups were .
to advance in cohjverging directions and 1ink up near Zvenigorodka. The opera~
tion of the 2d Ukrainian Army Group was scheduled to start on 25 January, with

* .the 1lst Ukrainian Army Group jumping off the next day, and it was to be com-

‘pleted on or around 17 February. The one day difference in the attack dates
was planned because of the unequal distances the army groups had to cover to
reach Zvenigorodka: the 1st Ukrainian Army Group 50 kilometers, the 2d
Ukrainian Army Group 75 kilometers.

The Germans also fully realized the importance of the Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy
bulge, for they intended to use it as a springboard for future operations aimed
at reestabi{shing the front line along the western bank of the Dnieper River.
Thus all out efforts were made to organize the salient as a strong defense area.
The terrain favored the defenders. Many rivers and streams, sheer-sided ravines,

18
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numerous villages, and towns contributed to the defense. A number of hills,
especially in the Kanev area, assured good observation.

The Germans constructed their most solid defense 1ine on the north side .
of the bulge where the 1lst Ukrainian Army Group attack would come, In the
stretch between Moshny and Smela the front line was built in a marshy area.
There the defenses were built around separate strongpoints established along
the main roads. To the south of Smela, facing the 24 Ukrainian Army Group,
the defense was organized in two zones. The first zone, some five to six
kilometers deep, consisted of strongpoints and centers of resistance connected
by trenches. Inside each strongpoint there was an elaborate system of trenches
and communication trenches as well as earth and timber pillboxes. Strongpoints
and centers of resistance were protected on flanks and in the front by mine-
fields and wire obstacles. The forward edge of the first defense zone ran
along the Sukhoy Tashlyk River and the hills nearby.

The second defense zone was organizedonthe line Tashlyk-Pastorskoye-
Tishkovka. Along the 0lshanka River between Mleyev and Topilno the Germans

built a switch position facing southeast.

The Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy salient was defended by the right wing elements
of the German First Panzer Army and the left wing elements of the German Eighth
Field Army, composed of nine infantry divisions and one panzer division, one
motorized brigade, and several independent panzer and assault gun battalions.

" The Soviet Command considered all of the German forces to be suitable for
combat, despite heavy losses suffered in previous battles. Most of them had
been on the eastern front for a 1oqg time and had had excellent combat exper-

ience. .

The Pre-offensive Preparations

After receiving the directive for the operation from the Supreme Headquarters,
General Konev and his staff prepared a detailed plan of the engagement and sent
it to Moscow for approval, which was granted without substantial changes.

On 15 January, General Konev held a conference at his command post at
Boltushki, to which he called the commanders and chief political officers of
the subordinate armies (Fourth Guards, Fifty-third, Fifty-second, Fifth Guards,
Seventh Guards, Fifth Guards Tank, and Fifth Air Armies) and the Commander of
the Fifth Guards Don Cavalry Corps, for briefing and preliminary orders. Pre-
sent at the meeting also were all members of the Army Group's Military Council,

~and chiefs of arms and services. _

General Konev informed all present about the mission assighed by Supreme
Headquarters and about his preliminary concept. He started by explaining that
in planning for the new operation he and his staff had taken into consideration
all the information received from intelligence sources after the Kirovograd
battle, which had ended only a short time before.

Sectors most heavily defended by the Germans were to the west and northwest
of Kirovograd. The German Command apparently believed that the next Soviet blow
would be delivered just there, and for this reason it had deployed a large -

panzer force in that area. .

20
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Considering the situation, the Army Group Commander had decided to direct
his main effort north of Kirovograd, where the German defense system was weaker
and troops less nymeroys. The attack was to be executed by the adjacent flanks
of the Fourth Guards and Fifty-third Armies, a

total of 14 rifle divisions sup-
ported by most of the Fifth Air Army. :

After breaking through the German defenses in the 19 kildmeter breakthﬁough
sector between Verbovka and Balandino (o

n the Sukhoy Tashlyk River) the divi-
stons would advance in the direction of Shpola,

The Fifth Guards Tank Army, commanded by Colonel General of Tank Troops
Pavel Alekseyevich Rotmistrov,* was to be cormitted to combat in the Fifty- :
third Army zone (Army Commander Lieutenant Genera) 1.y, Galanin). The Tank
Army's mission was to complete the breakthrough, and then, exploiting the
success, swiftly thrust forward. Toward the end of the first day of combat .
1t was expected to capture Zhuravka and Tishkovka and by the end of the second
day to reach Shpola. Then the Tank Army was to continye to Zvenigorodka, .
where on ‘the third day of the offensive it was to Tink up with units of the

Soviet Sixth Tank Army of the 1st Ukrainian Army Group, which would approach

»_thus closing the ring around the German forces
in the Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy bulge. The Fifty-third and the Fifth Guards
Tank Armies were to establish an outer

front, south of the encirclement cor-:
ridor--a line of circumvalIation--preventing G

erman troops from outside the
pocket from breaking through the ring to help the surrounded units. :

The Fourth Guards Army, commanded by Major General A.1. R%zhov, after
breaking through the German defenses was to advance westward in the general

direction of Shpola. In cooperation with the Fifty-second Army under Lieute-
nant General K.I. Koroteyev,

and the Army Group's reserve (the:V Guards Don
Cavalry Corps under General A.G. Selivanov), General Ryzhov would establish
the inner encirclement front (contravallation Tine) facing German units inside
the pocket. : :

t

|
* Rotmistrov was born 23 June (6 Jul

¥) 1901, in Skorovino village in what is
now the Kalinin oblast. He enlisted in the Red Army in 1919, and in the same
year became a member of the Communist Party. In 1924 he entered an officer's
training school and in 1928 the Frunze Military Academy (Har’Co]Tege); After:
graduating, he held various command and staff

positions. From January 1938
e taught at the War College for Motorized ang Mechan-

Finno-Soviet war he commanded a tank battalion and
was chief of staff of a ¢ ] vie

/1et-German war, -
anized corps. At the battle for Moscow

In March 1943 he became commander :of the Fifth
Tank Army, which he commanded unti] Aug

ust 1944 when he became Deputy Commander
of Soviet Armored and Mechanized Troops. In April 1942 *he was promoted to
Major General, in December 1942 to Lieutenant General. He was promoted to
Colonel General in November 1943, to Marshal of Armored Troops +n February 1943,
and to Chief Marsha) of Armored Troops in 1962,

At present, Rotmistroy is Chief
Inspector General in the Soviet Ministry of Defense, ‘ )

N
.
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General Konev decided alse that, in addition to the main effort, two
secondary hlows would be delivered: one by General A.C. Zhdanov's Fifth
Guards and General M.C. Shumilov's Seventh Guards Armies in the area west
and southwest of Kirovograd; and the other by the Fifty-second Army toward .
Gorodishche. Whereas, as Konev pointed out, the attacks of the Fifth and
Seventh Guards Armies were diversionary only, intended to distract the Germans
from the main effort, the assault of the Fifty-second Army would take place '
in close cooperation with the main attacking forces. Thus this Army would i
:ake an active role in the annihilation of the German Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy
orces.

The V Guards Don Cavalry Corps was to remain in Army Group reserve in
the rear, and operate in cooperation with the Fifth Guards Tank Army against
German forces in the rear areas.

The ground combat operations were to be supported by the Second Air
Army of the 1st Ukrainian Army Group and the Fifth Air Army of the 2d Ukrainian
Army Group, commanded respectively by Lieutenant General S.A. Krasovskiy and
Lieutenant General S.K. Goryunov. Bomber, ground attack, and fighter forma-
tions were to support the breakthrough operations and the exploitation of the
breakthrough, destroying the German Luftwaffe units, and protecting the ad-
vancing troops.

General Konev also commented briefly on the role of the 1st Ukrainian
Army €roup. 1Its striking force for the envelopment operation was composed -
of the Twenty-seventh Army under Lieutenant General S.G. Trofimenko, the
newly organized Sixth Tank Army under Lieutenant General A.G. Kravchenko,
and part of the Fortieth Army comnanded by Lieutenant General F.F. Zhmachenko.
This force was to jump off from the area southeast of Belaya Tserkov toward .
Zvenigorodka, thus enveloping the enemy from the northwest and west.

Before closing the meeting of the military council, the Army Group
commander pointed out that there was 1ittle time left, for the offensive must
start on 24 January, and all the preparations must be made in utmost secrecy,
in order not to reveal the plans to the Germans. Especially important, General
Konev emphasized, was the secret transfer of the Fifth Guards Tank Army from
the Kirovograd area to the new concentration area east of Balandino.

Preparatory Activities of the Fifth Guards Tank Army

After returning to his headquarters, General Rotmistrov discussed the
new Army Group order with his Chief of Staff, Major General of Tank Troops

- V.H. Baskanov, and summoned the army's chiefs of services and arms, high -

ranking staff officers, and commanders of the tank corps. When they arrived

he explained the new task to them and instructed them to prepare plans for &
the secret regrouping of the army in the new concentration area east of

Balandino.

At that time the Fifth Guards Tank Army was greatly understrength. It
had only 22,301 men and 179 operational tanks,* plus 80 in short-term repair

* In the book Dorogami Pobed by P.Ya. Yegorov et al. (Moscow, 1969) it is

stated that as of 21 January 1944 the Fifth "uards Tank Army had 156 tanks

and self-propelled assault guns operational. and that 80 tanks and 11 self- .
propelled assault guns were in repair.,
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in the army's repair facilities, which General Rotmistrov hoped to have in line
for the offensive. (Actually, 218 were ready.) The army also had 19 self-
propelled assault guns (18 operational on the eve of the attack), 6 armored
cars, 122 guns, 189 mortars, 27 BM-8 and BM-13 muTtiple rocket launchers, and
nearly 1,300 trucks.*

The tank army was composed of three tank corps, one AAA division, one
artillery regiment, one tank destroyer regiment, one multiple rocket launcher
regiment, one engineer battalion, one communication regiment, one avio-commun-
ication regiment equipped with Po-2 aircraft, one motorcycle regiment, one
transportation regiment, two repair and maintenance shops (depot), and various
rear Tacilities.

Comment: The standard Soviet tank army in World War II--and few if any
were up to strength--had about 616 tanks, and 40,000-65,000 men.
It had two tank corps of 11,900 men each and one--occasionally
two--mechanized corps of 17,400.° There was one antitank artil-
lery brigade, three artillery brigades, one rocket launcher
regiment, two self-propelled artillery regiments, a bridge con-
struction brigade, an antiaircraft brigade, signal regiment, and
rear services. Each tank battalion had about 21 T34 tanks, each
brigade about 65, each tank corps about 217, and the mechanized
corps about 182. Each corps had 63 self-propelled assault guns.
The tank army of the 1970s has over 2,200 tanks.

Shortly after the meeting ended, General Rotmistrov andéﬁﬁé corps commanders,
the chiefs of artillery and army engineers, and severg) staffiofficers left to
reconnoiter the routes to the new concentration area. o

In the meantime, based on the directives issved by the tank army commander,
his staff prepared all the necessary preliminary instructions dealing with the
secret regrouping of the army, including the necessary deception measures to
insure secrecy. :

On 16 January, after his return from reconnaissance, General Rotmistrov
signed the order for regrouping (prepared by the operations branch) from north
of Kirovograd to the arca east of Balandino. Movements of troops and equip-
ment were to take place at night only, in groups not larger than brigade size,
to a distance of 20 to 30 kilometers from the front line. The army staff
organized control of the march, and assigned special traffic controllers to
211 crossroads. In the Balandino area, the arriving units were to be met by

staff officers who would direct them to their respective assembly areas.

In view of the very bad roads, General Rotmistrov ordered his chief of
engineers to construct lateral routes where necessary. Buring the next four
days army engineers constructed 135 kilometers of hard-surfaced lateral noads.

In accordance with the emphasis always put on concealment of Soviet re-

" groupments, to deceive the Germans the army commander ordered the preparation

of Tive dummy concentrations of tanks and artillery in approximately the same

#oyenno Istoricheskiy Zhurnal, No. 7/67, p. 49.
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area where troops were then concentrated., Engineers quickly constructed 126

wooden tank models and 36 wooden gun models. The 31st Tank Brigade was ordared -
to feign the arrival of fresh troops at the present concentration area. Radios | i
continued to work on the same wave lengths and at the same intervals as before., .

The army staff prepared several false combat orders and operational reports

which were transmitted by radio to give the impression of large tank concen~

trations in the Kirovograd area. ‘

To conceal the noise of tank engines, the operational section of the a
staff prepared an elaborate schedule of artillery fire. In addition, in the | =N
areas of dummy tank assembly, mufflers were taken off the tractors, and engines
were turned on. :

Later, Chief of Staff General Baskanov reported to the Army Group Staff
that the measures seemed to be working. As a proof he cited the fact that
theiGermans often shelled and bombed the dummy concentrations of tanks and
artillery. .

Whereas General Rotmistrov and his staff had had reasonably good data on
the Germans in the Kirovograd area, thetr information about the enemy facing
them in the new sector was very sketchy. This, in view of the short time . NN S
available for the preparation of the offensive, was a matter of great concern. o
Thus, imrediately after receiving General Konev's order, General Rotmistrov :
directed the army's intelligence officer to establish contact with the.intel- N
11gence branch of the Fifty-third Army and request from them all the available
information on German deployments and defense systems. The intelligence '
officer was also ordered to reconnoiter the most suitable observation points «t
in the areas of the expected breakthrough and establish a dependable observa- -
tion system. : L .

While the tank army was marching to and concentrating in the new assembly -
area, General Rotmistrov, his .chiefs of artillery, engineers, and communica- . R G
tions, and the heads of the operations and intelligence branches of the army's '
staff, left to reconnoiter the breakthrough sector. They were accompanied by
a group of staff officers from the Fifty-third Army, headed by that army's N e
chief of staff. During the reconnaissance, General Rotmistrov pointed out -~
where the main and secondary efforts would g0, the jump-off positions, and N
the character of the German defense system. The tank army commander had )
decided that the best sector for the main effort was Just south of Balandino, '
despite the fact that fortifications there were quite strong. The Germans
had strung a continuous 1ine of barbed wire obstacles in front of their first
‘trench and had heavily mined all the approaches. Many other antitank and
" antipersonnel obstacles were built inside the defense system. However, General
Rotmistrov, being aware of standard German tactics, reasoned that these strong
fortifications meant that there were not many troops in the area, and that
the Soviet blow should be delivered there. : '

After his return to headquarters, Rotmistrov met briefly with the corps
commanders and informed them about the preliminary decision which he had
reached during the reconnaissance. The final order, he pointed out, would
be issued after his decision was approved by the army group commander. . He
directed the operations hranch and other staff branches to assemble data and .
prepare maps and charts delineating his decision and plans for carrying out .‘»
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the attack. He then proceeded to army group headquarters, where he reported
his decisfon to General Konev. After a short discussion, the army group com-
mander approved, ‘ .y

General Rotmistrov expressed to General Konev his concern about shortages
of ammunition, fuel, and rations in his army. He was assured that in time for
the operation the Fifth Guards Army would be supplied with two units of fire
for each weapon, three units of fuel, and nine days’ rations. (See Figure 1
for units of fire values.)

Figure 1

Rounds per Gun per Unit of Fire

Weapon Rounds per gun
45mm'gun 200
122mm howitzer 80
152mm howitzer 60
105mm gun 107
76mm gun 120
Self-propelled assault guns :
SU-~76/SU-76M 60 o
.SU-85 48 - AR
"SU-100 34 o
Su-122 40
1SU-122/18U-122S 30
SU-152/1SU-152 20

(Sources: .P. Mprozov, Th_y Were Not Mentioned in the Combat Report. Moscow,
1969, p. 123; Voyenno Istoricheskiy Zhurnal, 1977, No. 1, p, 29.)
: Tl

With his plan approved, General Rotmistrov returned to his headquarters,
where the corps and brigade commanders and their deputfies were already assembled,
and issued the following directive (incorporated in the F1fth Guards Tank Army
Operation order dated 21 January 1944): (Map 2} .

The Fifth Guards Tank Army will attack on 2b Japuary tn two .
echelons. Deployed in the first echelon will be the XX and XXIX
Tank Corps; in the second echelon, the XVIII Tank Corps; in reserve,
the 689th Tank Destroyer Regiment, the 76th Multiple Rocket '
Launcher Reg1ment. and the 25th Tank Brigade. _ i

The XX Tank Corps, deployed in the sector of the XXVI Rif]e Corps
(Fifty-third Army), will advance toward Zhuravka. Toward the end of
the first day of the offensive it will take Zhuravka, Its:fbrward
detachment will continue to the Lebedin area.

The XXIX Tank Corps will advance on the left of the x» Tank
Corps, in the sector of the LXXY Rifle Corps. By the end of the

i

4
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first day of operation the Corps will take Turiya, and its forward
detachment will continue to advance to Lipyanka. ’ !

The XVIII Tank Corps will advance behind the XXIX Corps and
cover the left flank of the Tank Army.

General Rotmistrov ordered the corps commanders of the first echelon to
attach from three to five tanks to forward rifle battalions of the Fifty-third
Army which would carry out the reconnaissance in force. That phase of the
operation was to take place on 24 January, a day before the main assault.
These tanks would revert to their respective tank corps as soon ‘as the forward
rifle battalions penetrated German defenses to the depth of three to six
kilometers.

Although the Soviet Command realized that attaching some of the tanks of
the tank army to the rifle battalions would weaken the striking ‘power of
Rotmistrov's forces when they were used in the oreakthrough exploitation phase,
it had no other choice, because there were not enough DIS” {direct infantry
support) tanks. Without tanks, the infantry might not break through at all.

After the meeting the corps commanders returned to their respect1ve head- .
guarters to prepare their corps for action, ‘and the tank army staff started to
draw up final orders and instructions. A combat operations scheédule was set
up and approved by General Rotmistrov. Liaison officers were sent to the tank
corps, not only for control purposes, but also fon immediate reporting to the
tank army staff, or if necessary to the tank army commander, of any.diffi-
culties the corps were facing, so that these could be swiftly e11m1nated

‘A special order was issued, directing the corps commanders to organize
short seminars for officers on a11 levels, during which they would discuss how
the forthcoming offensive would be fought, learn as much as possible about the
terrain in the breakthrough zone and behind it, and become acqua1nted with the
German defense system. . ,
'I I
Comment. Even when time was very short, the Soviets tr1ed to organ1ze

' special seminars, lectures, war games, etc. for the officer
- corps, to acquaint them w1th the type of operation, terra1n,
enemy, and so on which they might face iff the forthcoming ~
battle. The troops were also put on a more strenuous tra1n1ng
schedule. :

The Chief of the Repair and Maintenance Branch was 1nstructed to prepare
2 plan for effect10e evacuation and repair of combat veh1c1es damaged during
the hattle. _ 5
Comment: This is very characteristic.. The Soviets always made an all

out effort to evacuate froma or repair on, the hatt1ef1e1d as
many damaged tanks as possible. Despite high tank production
{annual average during the war was 23,744 tanks and self-propelled
assault guns) there was still a shortage of them because qf

. heavy losses. I SR
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Under the personal direction of Major General Grishin, Chief Political
Officer of the tank army, a major effort was made to inspire the officers and
men with combat spirit. Political officers on all levels discussed examples .
of herioc achievements in past battles, Great emphasis was directed toward
indoctrination of the young replacements, most of whom had been drafted from
the newly liberated areas. A1l forms and methods of party and political work
were aimed at the fulfillment of the combat mission. :

k

The Battle of Stalingrad was widely cited as the best example of an
encirclement operation. General Rotmistrov, who had participated in the
Stalingrad offensive, in his first briefing with high ranking drmy officers
underlined the extraordinary relevance of the Stalingrad Battle for planning
the Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy operation, and explicitly ordered all the officers
to study the lessons learned at Stalingrad. :

The chief of the rear services reported that because of bad roads and
a shortage of trucks, and the limited time available, there might be diffi-
culties in moving all the ammunition, equipment, and supplies for the troops '
to the new concentration area in time. This might postpone and endanger the b=
entire operation, and General Rotmistrov ordered that if necessary local
civilian transportation facilities should be used, in order to'have the a
ammenition and supplies ready for the offensive. : '

Comment: The Soviet Command, chronically in need of transportation, customarily i
solved this problem by exploiting all the available Yocal means.

While his staff was preparing the final operation order, General Rotmistroy
and his operations officer went to the headquarters of the Fifty-third Army to .
clarify the following major points: v

- coordination and cooperation of tank and infantry units Huring
different phases of the battle; ;

- delineation of the breakthrough sector;

- the exact advance routes of the tank formations, including their
initial and subsequent objectives; ,

- engineer assistance in securing the safe passage of tank units through
the German defense zone, including clearance of minefields; ;

- assurance of continuous exchange of intelligence data;
- security for the flanks and junctions of both armies; ‘ e

- coordination of the artillery preparation and of artillery support during
the advance; i

- the order in which the roads would be cleared for the tahk army after the
rifle formation succeeded in the breakthrough. E

On 20 January 1944 General Rotmistrov met with his corps cpmmaqders at his
headquarters to discuss their plans. Also present were Generals Grishin and
Baskanov, and senior staff officers. ) ' .
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The Commander of the XX Tank Corps, Major General I.G. Lazarev. reported
that he had decided to attack in two echelons (which was the usual Soviet
deployment}. In the first echelon he had deployed the 8th Guards and 155th
Tank Brigades, reinforced with the 1895th and 1834th Self-propelled Assault
Gun Regiments and with one battery of the 1505th- Tank Destroyer Artillery
Regiment. In the second echelon General Lazarev had the 7th Guards Motorized
Rifle Brigade and the 291st Mortar Regiment. In his reserve the corps com-
mander was holding the BOth Tank Brigade, the 406th Guards Multhp1e Rocket
Launcher Battalion, and one battery of the 1505th Tank Destroyer Artillery
Regiment. After assigning tanks to the Fifty-third Army the corps had 51
operational tanks and self-propelled assault guns.

General Lazarev explained that, if necessary, he would he]p the rifle .
formations of the Fifty-third Army in the last phase of the breakthrough of
the German first defense zone, and then advance rapidly toward Lebedin and
Shpola. To assure a strong first blow and high rates of advance the best and
strongest brigades, In terms of numerical strength and equipment, were as-
signed to the first echelon. At the same time the second echelon and the
reserve gave him sufficient strength to exert decisive influence on the
course of the battle, and effectively increase the momentum.

General lazarev pointed out that, taking into consideration bad, and in
some places impassable, roads and capricious weather, the rates’ of advance
ordered by the tank army were quite high. In the first three days of the
offensive the corps was to advance on the average 24 kilometers' per day in
order to reach the Zvenigorodka area, where it'was to 1ink up with the Sixth
Tank Army of the 1st Ukrain1an Army Group _

The Commander of the XXIX Tank Corps, Major General I.F. K1r1chenko,
reported that he too would attack in two echelons, having two tank brigades
in the first echelon and one in the second. By the end pf the first day
the corps expected to take Turiya and then advance toward L1pyahka His
corps had 42 operational tanks.

The Commandgr of the XVIII Tank Corps, Major General V.I. bo1ozk0v,

‘reported its readiness to advance behind the XXIX Tank Corps. The corps had

49 operat10na1 tanks

A1l three corps commanders were concerned with the newly afr1ved tank
commanders', drivers', and mechanics' lack of combat experience;, and reported
that they had started an intensive training course to remedy this deficiency.
In training, a lot of attention was also being paid to the operat1on and

-tactics of German tank un1ts and individual tanks.

After a shdrt discussion, General Rotmistrov approved the tank corps
conmanders' plars without major changes. In his review he noted that the .
corps commanders had strictly followed the detailed 1nstruct1ons issued by
the army staff. .

Since the artillery cover for the commitment of the tank corps was to
be carried out by the Fifty-third Army, General Rotmistrov had a]ready sent
his cormander of artillery to the commander of artillery of the'Fifty-third
Army to prepare a coordinated fire support plan. Subsequently, the commander
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of artillery reported to General Rotmistrov that, based on artillery recon-
naissance conducted by the Fifty-third Army, and information received from

the army group, firing data had been prepared, a communications plan agreed °

upon, and all the details of the artillery preparation worked dut. The : .
artillery preparation was to last 55 minutes. Its aim was the ‘neutralization

of German firepower and troops, and destruction of fortifications. In case

the reconnaissance in force conducted on 24 January by the forward rifle

pattalions was successful, the artillery preparation would be called off ,and

a ten minute artillery barrage substituted. : '

General Rotmistrov and his staff paid great attention to the organization
of close cooperation with the Fifth Air Army. General Konev, too, strongly
emphasized that in this operation cdoperation with the Air Force must be better
than it had been in previous operations, where there had been numerous failures.
A group of senior tank army officers discussed with the representatives of the
Fifth Air Army the role of the air force in supporting the attack of the Fifth
Guards Tank Army. A possibility of supplying the tank army with fuel and ammu-
nition by air during the battle was also taken into consideration. Liaison
officers from the air army were attached not only to the Fifth Guards Tank
Army headquarters, but also to all three tank corps and the tank brigades.

The Offensive Operations of the Fifth Guards Tank Army

The Soviet reconnaissance in force started at 0630 on 24 January 1944.
This was approximately two hours before sunrise, just at the beginning of a
two-hour period of twilight. General Rotmistrov, General Grishin, the opera-
tions officer--Colonel F.M. Belozerov--and several staff officers had arrived
at the observation post of the Fifty-third Army an hour earlier, to observe
the combat and to be in position to coordinate all the developments quickly .
with General Galanin. General Rotmistrov had also ordered the commanders of
the XX and XXIX Tank Ceorps to join the commanders of the respective rifie
corps at their observation posts in the sectors which their tank corps would
be committed. {

Generals Galanin and Rotmistrov suspected that the Germans'were keeping
only a small force in the front Tine and that their main defense zone had
been withdrawn somewhat to the rear. Thus, to avoid a prolonged artillery
preparation against only a covering force, they were undertaking this recon-
naissance in force with several rifle battalions, each supported by a few
tanks and a company of combat engineers, to ascertain the enemy strength and
the precise Tocation of the main defense zone. - -

The forward battalions successfully crossed the Sukhoy Tashlyk River,
engaged German forces in heavy combat, and by the end of the day had pene-
trated the German defenses some two to five kilometers on a 16 kilometer
front. /

Shortly before daybreak of 25 January (approximately 0835)- the main forces
of the Fourth Guards and Fifty-third Armies were committed to cbmbat. Because
of the forward battalions' success the previous day, the 55 minute artillery
preparation scheduled for the 95th of January was called off. Instead, General
Galanin ordered a ten minute artillery barrage for 0645, after which the main
forces of the Fifty-third Army and forward elements of the XX and XXIX Tank
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Corps jumped off. At the same time, the main force of the Fourth Guards Army
also moved out. The advance was supported by ground attack aircraft of the
Fifth Air Army with groups of four to eight planes neutra11z1ng the German
fire system,

Soan after the attack began, the Soviet forces encountered‘very strong
German resistance. Reporis of fierce fighting arrived at the tank army op.
Each hill, hamlet, or village was contested. The infantry troops trying to
take Oswtnyazhka and Reymentarovka encountered still resistance and were
thrown bacgk.

At 1400, in consideration of the difficulties the rifle divisions were
facing in trying to break through the German defenses, General Rotmistrov,
after consu1t1ng with the commander of the Fifty- th1rd Army, decided to commit
the main forces of his tank army to the battle, and requested General Konev's
permission to do so. General Konev concurred. Subsequently orders were sent
to the XX and XXIX Tank Corps to wove forward immediately.

Comment: In the Soviet view the best time to commit tank forces was after

' ‘the infantry had clcared a path through the defense zone. However,
it has already been noted that General Lazarev's XX Tank Corps '
was prepared to move in in the last phase of the breakthrough to
assist the rifle formations. When it became apparent’that the
‘tanks which had been attached to the forward infantry units were
not adequate to break through the German defenses, Rotmistrov
weighed the circumstances and the risk of losing many: of his
‘tanks before the breakthrough was made, and decided:that if the
‘tanks did not move up to suppert the 1nfantry the operation might
-collapse and there might not be an exploitation phase. .His deci-
'sion was justified. L

Upon receipt of the order from General Rotmistrov, Genera1 Lazarev
directed the Commander of the 155th Tank Brigade, Lieutenant Colornel I.I. _
Proshin, to bypass Ositnyazhka on the south. The tank brigade,;with a success-
ful flanking maneuver, enveloped the right wing of the German forces defending
that area. “The German comnmander, fearing encirclement, orderedihis troops
to leave Ositnyazhka. By evening (sunset was at about 1750, fo11owed by two
hours of twilight) the Soviet rifle units, after heavy batt]es with counter-
attacking elements of the German 3d and 14th Panzer Divisions, had advanced
four to ten kilometers, thus breaking through the first defense zone. At
the same time the commanders of the XX and XXIX Tank Corps reported to
General Rotmistrov that during the five to six hours since their commitment
to the battle their tank brigades had advanced 18 to 20 kilometérs. They
had broken away from the rifle formations and were fighting a1ong the 1ine
Kap1tanovka ~-Tishkovka. {

During the evening briefing, the intelligence officer of the Fifth Guards
Tank Army reported that the German second defense zone was deferdded by remnants
of the German 389th and 106th Infantry Divisions, and that the 3d and l4th
Panzer Divisions were being moved quickly to the Kapitanovka and Tishkovka
areas.
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After a detailed analysis of the situation reported by General Baskanoy
and the chief of the rear services, General Rotmistrov decided not to wait
for the rifle formation to close the gap between the infantry and tanks. In-
stead, in the early morning of 26 January, with only his own tank forces, he
would exploit their successes of the preceding day and assault what was Teft
of the German defenses in the second defense zone, then continue to advance
toward Lebedin before the Germans could reinforce the area. '

It was clearly an opportunity to maintain momentum, and try to prevent
the Germans from bringing up reinforcements, Consequently, Rotmistrov pro-
posed, and Konev agreed, that the tanks should not stop and wait for the
infantry to catch up, despite the element of risk involved. '

General Baskanov immediately prepared the necessary orders and sent
them to the commanders of the XX and XXIX Tank Corps. The XVII Tank Corps
was alerted for the possibility of entering combat the following day,

General Rotmistrov spent the early morning hours of 26 January at the
XX Tank Corps headquarters, observing the progress of the attack, which from
the start was very successful. General Lazarev informed General Rotmistrov
at noon that the 8th Guards Tank Brigade, under Colonel V.F. Orlov, supported
by the 183d and 1895th Assault Gun Regiments, had pushed the Germans from
the eastern outskirts of Kapitanovka and in pursuit was approaching Zhuravka.
At the same time the 155th Tank Brigade had enveloped Tishkovka from the north
and -had just reached the eastern outskirts of Zhuravka. At 1515 General
Lazarev reported that in a joint attack the 8th Guards and the 155th Tank
Brigades had captured Zhuravka at 1500, and that the corps was advancing toward
Lebedin., ‘General Rotmistrov was satisfied with the corps's progress and urged
Lazarev to take Lebedin by the end of the day. By 2300 the fight for Lebedin
was over. The remnants of the German troops were withdrawing toward Shpola.

During the entire forenoon reports from the XXIX Tank Corps reaching
General Rotmistrov were worrisome. The corps was advancing very slowly. At -
1300, while visiting the corps headquarters, General Rotmistrov was told by
the corps commander, General Kirichenko, that his troops were encountering
extremely heavy resistance in the second defense zone, and had been able to
advance only five to six kilometers. Turya was captured, but strong German
counterattacks made it impossible to move forward. According to intelligence
reports, strong new German panzer forces were counterattacking from the
Zlatopnl area toward Turiya. General Kirichenko asked permission to turn
to the defense. General Rotmistrov, realizing that--since the infantry was
far behind--a German breakthrough might cut off the XX Tank Corps, agreed.

Comment: General Rotmistrov, who earlier had made the decision to take
.advantage of the apparent opportunity to maintain momentum, now
‘showed his flexibility and chenged his mind. It had become
obvious that the XXIX Tank Corps could not make progress against
a superior German force. The corps was much balow its T/0
‘'strength at the start of the operation, and further combat under
‘most unfavorable conditions could have been disastrous. In view
of these considerations he decided to approve the corps commander's
request and orcer the XXIX Tank Corps to the defensivé., The XX
‘Tank Corps would not halt its offensive, despite the Qanger to its

{
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flanks and rear. This indicated that Rotmistrov believed that _
the XXIX Tank Corps'sdifficulties were temporary and that pressing .
the advance of the XX Tank Corps would improve the situation
in the XXIX Tank Corps sector., He also believed that‘at that
point it would be too early to commit his second echelon, the :
XVIII Tank Corps. ‘ : '

In the evening of 26 January, General Baskanov informed General Rotmistrov
that, accarding to intelligence reports received from the Army Group, the Germans
were bringing up fresh reserves to the breakthrough area, and that strong counter-
attacks could be expected at any time.

General Rotmistrov concluded that the German Command had already determined
the direction of the Soviet main thrust and that it had recognized in it a
deadly danger to the entire German force. Thus, he thought, the German Command
would not spare any effort to annihilate the advancing Soviet troops. At this
point the commander of the tank army had to'make up his mind whéther to turn
temporarily to the defense and wait for the rifle divisions to arrive, or, in
spite of considerable risk, push forward with his tanks. The question was .
discussed at the meeting of the tank army's military council. After listening
to different points of view Rotmistrov decided that early on 27 -January the XX
and XXIX Tank Corps would continue the offensive. Immedjately after the deci-
sion was taken, directives were sent to both tank corps. The XX Tank Corps
was ordered to advance toward Shpola and Zvenigorodka, where it was to link up
with elements of the Sixth Tank Army of the 1st Ukrainian Army Group. The .
XXIX Tank Corps was to attack and destroy the German forces in front of it, and
advance t6. the line Vodyanoye-Lipyanka, where it was to take up defensive posi-
tions facing southwest, thus securing the left flank of the XX Tank Corps. !

Comment: Expediency continued.- With evidence that the Germans were pre-
paring to make a major effort to strengthen their defenses and
put a halt to the Soviet breakthrough, the vulnerability of _
tanks without infantry again had to be weighed against main- ;
taining momentum. Rotmistrov's decision was to continue with
the XX Tank Corps attack and put the XXIX Tank Corps,iwhich
thus had only a few hours of defensive posture, back on the
offensive. His decision to do so was a good one, and the XXIX
Corps advanced as hoped for. ;

Shortly after receiving the directive for the advénce on Sﬁpolé, General !
Lazarev reported to General Rotmistrov that he had decided to cdntinue the attack
with the two tank brigades of the first echelon, the 9th Guards:and the 155th.

.The remaining units and the arriving elements of the XXVI Rifle Corps were com-

mitted to:the defense of Kapitanovka and of the grove northwest of Tishkovka. -
General Lazarev also informed General Rotmistrov that according-to the latest,
intelligence data Shpela was prepared for all-around defense. Its garrison !
consisted of one infantry regiment and one training battalion. 'The corps com-
mander suggested that a surprise night attack might prove to be very successful.

“His tank brigade commanders were of the same opinion. General Rotmistrov agreed

and ordered him to leave one motorized rifle battalion for the defense of Lebedin
and to concentrate the remaining units secretly at the southern and southeastern
approaches of Shpola. .
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Comment: General Lazarev's request for permission to attack Shpola by
night was in keeping with General Rotmistrov's general philosophy
of maintaining momentem. Perhaps of greatest importance was the
possibility a surprise attack offered to capture the town with
minimal losses. A nigh%t attack is always difficult, but Soviet
doctrine emphasizes its fwportance. Note that Lazarev was
ordered to leave a rifle battalion behind to protect the position
at Lebedin, .

The night attack was a success. Genera) Lazarev reported that the Germans
had not expected a night assault. The tanks and assault guns opened intensive
fire aimed at the outskirts of the town, the railroad station, and heavy
weapons emplacements, and then burst into the streets. The Germans were unable
to put up effective resistance. - They retreated in disorder into the center of
the town, where they wore destroyed. Ry 1000 on 27 January Shpola was entirely
cleared of German troops.

Learning ahout the capture of Shpola, General Rotmistrov ordered all the
remaining forces of the XX fank Corps to move up to the Shpola area, and to
secure the right {lank of the corps from possible counterattacks from the north
by the German Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy forces. Following this order General
Lazarev deployed the 7th Motorized Rifle Brigade, supported by the 1505th
Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment and the 291ct Mortar Regiment, in the area
north of the town, thus securing the northern flank of the main corps forces.
(The left flank was secured by the XXIX Tank Corps, which by that time had
established itself along the line Vodyanoye-Lipyanka.)

In the morning of 27 January, as the XX Tank Corps was fighting in and
around Shpola, and the XXIX Tank Corps was advancing toward Vodyanoye and
Lipyanka, General Baskancv informed General Rotmistrov that reports from the
field indicated thet major German counterattacks were in progress, and that
the Germans were trying to cut off and encircle the tank forces that had al-
ready hroken through the German defenses and had pushed forward. Counter-
attacks from the north directed toward Kapitanovka were being delivered by
the German-57th and 389th Infantry Divisions and the S$S Viking Panzer Division.
Counterattacking from the south also toward Kapitanovka were the 3d, 1lth,
and 14th Panzer Divisions. '

Comment: The T/0 of the German infantry division in 1944 called for
12,772 men, organized in three infantry regiments of 1,987
men each.  Each regiment had two battalions, each with 708
men, plus an artillery company and an antitank company. The
division's artillery of 2,013 men had 33 105mm howtizers and
9 150mm howitzers, The division also contained reconnais-
sance, antitarnk, enaineer, and signal battalions.

The T/0 of the 1944 penzer division included one panzer regi-

ment, one motorized infantry regiment, one infantry regiment,

and reconnaissance, signal, engineer, antiair and antitank

battalions. Thera were 14,777 men in the division, 2,006 in
" the tank regiment, which had 89 Mk-IV and 79 Mk-V tanks.

Rarcly was any German division by this time close to full
strenoth. ) :
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By mtdday the situation of the tank corps had become very serious The
Germans retook Tishkovka and the eastern outskirts of Kapitanovka. The German
forces cut off the routes of communication of the Fifth Guards Tank Army as
well as impairing communications between the tank army command post and com-
mand posts of the XX and XXIX Tank Corps. The command post of the XX Tank
Corps was -cut off from 1ts brigades. To supply the tank brigadeés with ammuni-
tion, fuel, and food became very difficult and in some cases 1mposs1b1e
Sma11 groups of marauding German tanks were intercepting ammunition and fuel
trucks and mining the roads. Thus, for all practical purposes the XX and XXIX
Tank Corps found themselves cut off from the main striking force of the 2d
Ukrainian Army Group and from the second echelon and the rear services of the
tank army.: At the'same time {nformation reaching the tank army staff confirmed
previous fﬂndings that the Germans were bringing up new raeserves from the
Kirovograd‘sector

ReaTizing that the success of the entire encirc]ement operdtion depended
on a) rapill advance to Zvenigorodka and b) beating off German counterattacks
from the north and south of the breakthrough corridor, General Rotmistrov
decided to:continue the attack of the XX Tank Corps toward Zvenigorodka, to
continue to defend the Vodyanoye-Lipyanka line with the XXIX Tank Corps, and
to commit the second echelon, the XVIII Tank COrps, to stop and throw back the
counterattacking German divisions. '

Comment : This was one of the most difficu1t decisions made by Rotmistrov.
His two tank corps (XX and XXIX) were totally, or almdst totally,
cut .off from the remaining forces and had onIy Timited supplies. .
Nevertheless Rotmistrov continued to press forward despite the
fact that by that time he must have lost a considerable number
of tanks. (No figures are available, but acdording to Soviet
statistics, losses of tank armies taking part in the breakthrough
were usual]y highest--over 40% of total losses-~during the
realtively short breakthrough period.) _ |

GenWo&Mﬁﬂ&mdﬁMe—hﬁh.ﬁumuank % .
Army WLeed with Rotmistrov's decision. oy /
Cons ntly, General V.I. Polozkov, the Commander of the XVIII {Tank.Corps, r& q
W eave yment area at and around Ositnyazhka and strike Cu
ggward TisHkovka General Rotmistiov realized "that the XVIII Tank Corps was 'ﬂu ~
understren ‘and mTth not be able to stop the Germans. Thus, he asked %be

General Konev to give him additional antitank units and r1f1e formations.

~ Comment: Although by this time the situations of both the XX and XXIX

Tank Corps were critical, with some units so far ahead that

_ communications were severed or threatened and supply was very'
uncertain, General Rotmistrov considered the 1mportance of.
closing the ring by joining forces with the 1st Ukrainian’ Group
was to0 great to halt the advance. "He still had the XVIII Tank
Corps in his second echelon, and with that and the XXIX Tank
Corps he believed he could hold off the German forces ‘that. were

_ trying to cut his forward elements, (The ring was not clgSed
yet and the Germans were trying to restore the front line.} He
spught the approval of the army group commander and received from
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-him additional units to bolster the attack. Had Rotmistrov been
less bold he would have awaited the arrival of reinforcements,
resting his tanks and consolidating their positions, rather than
ordering his men forward at once. His tactics worked, and the
ring was closed, albeit a bit weakly in some areas.

General Konev issued an order to transfer to the disposal of the commander
of the tank army several* antitank artillery brigades from other sectors of the
army group. In addition, he decided to commit the rifle divisions of the second
echelon of the Fourth Guards Army right away, and, during the night of 27/28 -
January, the Y Guards Don Cavalry Corps from his own reserve. The Cavaliry Corps
was ordered to attack toward Olshana, pemetrate into the rear of the German

" forces, and, together with the Fifth Guards Tank Army and the left flank ele-
ments of the Twenty-seventh Army of the 1st Ukrainian Army Group, establish the
inner front (contravallation) of the encirclement, and in this way prevent the
German Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy force from breaking through toward the south.

At D715 on 28 January, following directives issued by General Rotmistrov,
two tank brigades of the XX Tank Corps jumped off toward Zvenigorodka, by this
time some 35 kilometers away. Shortly before the attack, the tank army's intel-
ligence officer informed the XX Tank Crops chief of staff that in al) probab{]-~
ity the corps would not encounter any major German resistance, because the

German Command had concentrated its main forces along the flanks of the br‘eak-r
through corridor.

Early in the afternoon General Lazarev reported to the tank army staff that
at noon, after smashing German forces on their way, the forward tank battalijoss
broke into’ Zvenigorodka from the east and southeast. Units of the 155th Tank
Brigade under Lieutenant Colonel Proshin Tinked up with the 233d Tank Brigade

of the Sixth Tank Army advancing from the west, closing the ring of encirciement.

Comment: Along the 150 kilometer long outer encirclement front the lst and
2d Ukrainian Army Groups by the end of January had committed 22
rifle divisions, two tank armies (307 tanks and self-propelled guns)
and 2,736 guns and mortars. The tactical density of troops was 6
to 8 kilometers per division, and two tanks and self-propelled guns
per kilometer of frontage. |

As of 31 January the German Command had concentrated in front of |

the outer ring of the encirclement 14 divisions (of these 8 panzer);

an average of one division per eleven kilometers. Thé ratio of :
" manpower was 1.3:1 in Soviet favor. The Germans had numerical

superior;ty in tanks. {Voyenno-Istoricheskiy Zhurnal, 1669, No.

_21 p. 55 ‘

However, the ring was not solid. The success in Zvenigorodka did not ease
the difficult situation facing General Rotmistrov in the Kapitahovka-Tishkovka
sector. There, the German forces had firmly established a defense line, turned
to counterattack, and continued.to threaten the forward elements of the tank °
army. The tank brigades which took Zvenigorodka had broken so far away from the

* Apparently four, but the sources are not clear.
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rest of the army that for all practical reasons they were separated from the
remaining tank forces. The Germans were still threatening the flanks of the
corridor and at any time might cut it decisively. In some places the distance
between the inner and outer fronts of the encirclement was no wider than two
kilometers. E
General Rotmistrov reported to General Konev about the linkup, but advised
him that the encirclement was not leakproof and that there were gaps through !
which it cou1d be expected the Germans would try to break out, or to break 1n

Dur1ng;the evening the Operations Branch of the Fifth Guards Tank Army
staff determined the width of the gaps between the tank corps and brigades, and
reported this to the tank army commander. In the XX Tank Corps sector, the gap
between the two tank brigades {8th Guards and 155th) deployed in Zvenigorodka,
and the 7th Guards Motorized Rifle Brigade defending Shpola was 30 to 35 k11o—

meters. There were no Soviet troops between Shpola and Zven1gorodka

The ga between the 7th Motorized Rifle Brigade and the right wing units -
of the XXI Tank Corps was 10 to 12 kTlometers wide. :

There was a gap of several kilometers between the XXIX Tank Corps and the
XVII! Tank Corps. Major elements of the XVIII Tank Corps, together with ele-
ments of the Fifty-third Army, was engaged in combat on the line Kapitanovka-i
Tishkovka. Especially fierce fighting had developed between the 181st’ Tank
Brigade and German .panzer units with up to twenty tanks which attacked the
brigade several times. ,

To force the Germans back, and jn this way 11qu1date the danger to the
corridor, General Rotmistrov dec1ded to attack the enemy from the rear.” To
this end he ordered the 25th Tank Br1gade, of the XVIII Tank Corps, which up
to that time had been in reserve, to jump off at daybreak on 29 January from -
behind the right flank of the tank army, and envelop the counterattacking
German forlces from the north. The brigade, which was concentrated in e i
Yekater1novka was to push rapidly toward Samogorodok and then Lebedin General
Konev approved this decision and ordered the Commander of the Fourth Guards
Army to tqke advantage of the tank brigade's drive to assault and take Smela
and in this way widen the corridor substantially and consolidate the inner
front of the encirclement. The brigade successfully achieved its mission,
forcing the German 35 Viking, 389th, and 57th Divisions to withdraw to ‘the
northwest ,

Around noon on '29 January, as soon as the 25th Tank Brigade had pushed its

- way to the Lebedin area, General Rotmistrov received a call from the commander

of the XVIII Tank Corps, informing him that the German Command, fearing en-
circlement, had started to withdraw its forces from the Kapitanovka-Tishkovka
area toward the southwest. At the same time, however, other reports arriving,
at the Fifth Guards Tank Army CP from the field, and from the 2d Ukrainian
Army Group, indi¢ated that the German leadership had no intention of leaving
the encircdled group to its own fate, and was doing everything possible to ex-
tract it from the pocket. Increasing numbers of fresh panzer troops equipped
with new “Parithers,” "Tigers," and “Ferdinands,” had been observed hurrying
from the Kirovograd area and from the west to the breakthrough zone. It was
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apparent that the commander of the encircled German group had been ordered to
organize a rontinuous defensive front, be ready to deliver a coordinated at-
tack to meet the German forces advancing from the south, and break out of the
encirclement ring.

To impede the German design, General Rotmistrov ordered General Lazarev
to send a strong task force northward .toward Olshana, and, together with the
1st Independent Guards Motorcycle Regiment and units of the V Guards Don
Cavalry Corps, which had been attacking on the right of the tank army, widen
the Soviet ring and destroy German forces in their rear defense zone.

At the same time General Rotmistrov asked the Army Group Commander .to
attach several rifle divisions to his tank army so that he would have '
enough troops to tighten the inner and outer encirclement fronts as well as
to withdraw the tanks from their immobile defensive posture and use them
for counterattacks against German panzer groups.

, General Konev agreed and gave him the XLIV Rifle Corps of the Fifty-
third Army, composed of three rifle divisions and one airborne division
(84th Rifle, 375th Rifle, 94th Guards Rifle, and 6th Guards Airborne),

On General Rotmistrov's order, at the end of 31 January the 84th Rifle
Division took up defense positions facing south between Iskrennoye and
. Vasilkova, itwo kilometers southwest of Shpola. To the west of it, the 94th
Guards Rifle Division was deployed between Yurkovka and Stetsovka. The 6th
Guards Airborne Division was temporarily concentrated:in Shpola. General
Rotmistrov -intended to deploy it to the right of the 94th Guards Rifle
Division.. :

During the night of 1 February General Konev ordered Generdl Rotmistrov
to transfer all of the units under his command to the outer encirclement
front, and -take up defense positions in a 60 kilometer sector along the line
Zvenigorodka-Yurkovka-Iskrennoye-Skotorevo-Vodyanoye-Lipyanka. To prepare
firm defenses the 5th Combat Engineer Brigade from the GHQ Reserve was
attached to the Tank Army. Combat operations were to be supported by the
I Ground Attack Air Corps. f

Konev's decision was based on the fact that major German panzer forces
were deployed outside the ring. Their mission was to break through to the
encircled troops, open a corridor through which they would be able to with-
draw from the pocket. Thus, Konev decided to meet counterattacking German
tanks with-his tank army.

Generadl Rotmistrov was informed that to his right the outer defense
front was defended by the Sixth Tank Army and to the left by the Fifty-third
Army. To coordinate the operations of the Sixth Tank and Fifth Guards Tank
Armies, atithe crucial junction between the 1st and 2d Ukrainian Army Groups,
the Supreme Headquarters assigned General F,U. Gastilovich, who with a group
of officers would operate from the Fifth Guards Tank Army headquarters.

From %nte1ligence information available to him, General Rotmistrov knew

that the Germans had committed three panzer divisions {3d, 11th, and 14th)
and several (the exact number not yet determined) infantry units against his
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sector. This force was looking for a weak spot in the Saviet defense system
and was trying to penetrate the tank army defenses in either the Shpola or
the Zven1gorodka area.

At a.staff conference attended by General &rishin, General Baskanov,
the army operations and intelligence officers, chiefs of artillery, armor
and rear services, and the representative of the Fifth Air Army, General
Rotmistroy decided to organize the defense in such a way that at any moment
he would be able to turn from defense to offense, and deliver crushing coun-
terattacks. Thus he organized his army in two echelons. In the first echelon
Rotmistrov deployed the XX Tank and XLIV Rifle Corps and a part of the XXIX
Tank Corps. In the second echelon, he put the main force of the XXIX Tank
and the XVIII Tank Corps.

The xx Tank Corps was ordered to take up defensive posit1ons on the
right flank of the tank army at the western and southwestern outskirts of
Zvenigorodka, extending southeast to Yurkovka. To the left of it was the
XLIX Rifle Corps and part of the XXIX Tank Corps, deployed aTong the 1ine
Yurkovka-Iskrennoye-?odyanoye L1pyaqga

The Main ‘force of the XXIX Tapk Corps was to move to the Knyazhye area
and be ready to counterattack taward the south and southwest. The XVIII
Tank Corps was to concentrate soqt of Shpola in readiness to counterattack
toward thé south and southeast. :

General Rotmistrov also order d his headquarters moved to Shpo]a to be
more centra]Iy Tocated with reSpecg Po the new army front, L

Comment : Genera] Konev's directive had changed the direction of attack
of the tank army from wesx to south, to hold the outside of the
encircling ring and preve E German counterattacks from breaking
through. With the added XEIV Rifle Corps Genera] Rotm1strov s
defense was still rather thin

Rotmistrov was especially conqerned with the firmness of his antitank
defense. He directed his forces to take advantage of water barriers, forests,
so1id buildings, and other local features A1 approaches to the forward
edge of the first defense zone, and a1l critical avenues by which tanks might

. approach 1nside the defense zone,. nﬁre to be mined. In all bridgades and corps,

mobile antitank groups composed of ‘dombat engineers, submachine:gunners, and
antitank artillery were to be organized and used in case ¢f a Gérman break-

‘through. Tostrengthenactivean%itank defenses, antitank artillery regiments

he front 1ine. The tanks ‘being!repaired and
serviced, and some of the assault'guns, were to be set up in fixed firing
positions.: Repairs would be condp&ted directly at their gombat pos1t10ns

In accordance with the commander's decision, General Baskanov prepared
detailed orders and directives which were sent out to all formations and
units. Genera1 Rotmistrov himself oversaw the execution of mani aspects of
his order.. The situation was not an easy one. The organization of the defense
of the Fiffh Guards Tank Army was conducted under constant Germdn attacks.
The width of the encirclement corr1dor (the distance between thé outer and
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inner lines of the encirclement fronts), @lthough wider than it: had been
two days earlier:in many places, sti1l did not exceed 15 to 20 kilometers,
and German artillery was covering the entire deployment area of the tank
army with fire. .In addition, in spite of the increased number of Soviet
troops, the Germans were stiil able to penetrate tank army defenses with
small groups of tanks and submachine gunners, disrupting communications
and transportation, destroying individual tanks and various items of equip-
ment, and disorganizing the supply system. . i oy
Being unable to break through the Soviet defenses in the Kapitanovka-~
Tishkovka ‘sector, the German Command regrouped its forces for an assault
in other areas. .In the morning of 1 February, General Rotmistrov received a
report from the XXIX Rifle Corps of an imminent German attack by a large
group of German panzer and infantry forces assembled southwest of Shpola.
General Baskanov immediately got in touch. with the commanders of the XXIX

and XVIII Tank Corps and ordered them to be ready to deliver strong counter-
attacks in case of a German breakthrough. { ’

In the afternoon of 1 February the Germans attacked towardfshpo1a and

. Matusov, trying to break through to their encircled forces. They took

Skotorevo and engaged the 94th Rifle Division in Iskrennoye. At this stage,
General Rotmistrov committed the XXIX Tank Corps and part of the XVIII Tank
Corps to combat. After two days of fierce fighting, units of the two tank
corps, assisted by the XLIX Rifle Corps and supported by the Fifth Air Army,
stopped the advancing German troops and turned them back to thetline from
which they had started their attack. Thus, the German attempt to break through
to their encircled forces failed, and the Soviets were able to tighten the
encirclement ring. ' ;

On 3 February;the Soviet Command proceeded to the executioh of the
second phase of the encirclement operation, that is, to the liquidation of
the encircled German forces. The pocket was methodically squeezed as the ;
Soviet troops along the inner encirclement front attacked from many directions,
breaking up enemy formations, cutting them off, and then destroying individual
garrisons and resistance centers. j

At the same time, along the other encirclement front, the éifth Guards
Tank Army and other formations of the 2d Ukrainian Army Group wére engaged
in heavy combat with attacking German forces attempting to reach the encircled
group. ' !

Ear1y:1n the morning of 4 February, the intelligence officér of the tank

-army reported to General Baskanov that a force of some 130 German tanks of the

3d, 11th, and 13th Panzer Divisjons, supported by bombers, was advancing from
the Vodyanoye area toward Lebedin. General Rotmistroy immediatély ordered
the XXIX and XVIII Tank Corps to counterattack and stop the German advance.
Fierce tank clashes developed, but the Soviets were unable to féil the German:
push. German panzer formations took Vodyanoye and Lipyanka and!continued
northward. ' Only 30 kilometers remained between them and the encircled troops
in the Vyazovok and Tsvetkovo areas. Soviet resistance stiffengd. Heavy
fighting continued late into the night. Being unable to advancg further,

the Germans stopped the attack and regrouped.
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At daybreak on 5 February Genera) Rotmistrov received preliminary reports
from the field that German divisions had turned again to attack, this time,
however, from the Vodyanoye area toward Shpola. After several hours of in-
tense fighting the Germans penetrated Soviet defenses south of Shpola, and
to the east of it they reached the 1ine Lebedin-Zhuravka.

Geqera? Rotmistrov ordered the commander of the XLIV Rifle Corps to
stand firm and under no circumstances let the Germans take Shpola. He also
ordered part of the XXIX Tank Corps to that area.

The German Command, after unsuccessful efforts to break through to Shpola
from the south, turned their main forces to the east, trying to envelop Shpola
from that direction and advance through Lebedin to the north toward Tsvetkovo,
to meet there the German 389th and 57th Infantry Divisions, the S$S Viking
zanzer Division, and a number of smaller units approaching from the opposite

irection.

In the afternoon of § February, General Rotmistrov reported to General
Konev that all of his reserves were used up, and in view of the strong pos-
sibility of a German breakthrough he asked for additional forces to be attached
to his army. General Konev assented, and during the night of 5/6 February
two rifle divisions and several tank and antitank artillery units from the
Fifth and Seventh Guards Armies, which were deployed in secondary sectors on
the left wing of the Army Group, reported to the Fifth Guards Tank Army.

Fierce fighting lasted for the next two days. TYoward the end of 7 February
the Germans were finally beaten off. ‘

The Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy Battle lasted ten more days, during which
elements of the Fifth Guards Tank Army were constantly engaged in heavy
tank battles with German panzer formations which were making a final effort
to reach their troops in the pocket. On 14 February, after several days of
severe fighting, the German divisions attacking from outside the corridor
took Lysyanka in the Sixth Guards Tank Army zone, while the encircled troops
moved to meet them near Shenderovka. Only a 12 kilometer zone divided the
forces, but the Germans were unable to cross it. “

During this period the Fifth Guards Tank Army experienced especially
great difficulties in supplying its forces with ammunition, fuel, and food.
Troops used hundreds of carts drawn by horses, oxen, and even cows. The
local population was mobilized to carry shells, mines, and cartridges.

Fuel for tanks had to be dropped by cargo planes. General Rtomistrov ordered
the troops to attach barrels of fue)l and cases of asmunition to the outside
of the tanks to have them on hand in case of a total breakdown of the supply
system. :

The German situation in the pocket was getting more critical with each
passing day. Matters came to a head on 17 and 18 February, when remnants
of the encircled group made a last desperate effort to break out of the
pocket. Massing near Shenderovka, the Germans, under cover of night and in
2 snowstorm, attacked toward the southwest. Units of the Fourth Guards and
Twenty-seventh Armies met them with fire and counterattacks. Only a small
group of German tanks and armored carriers with senior officers managed to
get through.
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* * *

The Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy operation ended in German defeai. Some
55,000 officers and men were killed or wounded and over 18,000 taken pri-
soner. Practically all weapons and equipment were abandoned on the battle--
field.

The Fifth Guards Tank Army alone destroyed 249 German tanks, 311 guns
of various calibers, 109 mortars, 1,474 trucks and 22 aircraft, and captured
24 tanks, 35 assault guns, 178 guns, 1,553 trucks, and 27 ammunition and
supply depots. The army killed or wounded 16,870 officers and men, and took
2,355 prisoners.,*

For outstanding achievement in commanding the operatijon, Colonel General
Pavel A, Rotmistrov was promoted on 21 February 1944 to the rank of Marshal
of Armored Troops.

General Comments

1. The most striking aspect of this operation is the determination with
which the commander of the Fifth Guards Tank Army pursued his objective under
extremely difficult circumstances. As a result, the encirclement of the
German forces in the Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy bulge was a success. Soviet
military historians point out that the operation serves as an example of the
importance of seizing opportunities, quick maneuver, and bold use of reserves.

2. At the start of the offensive the Fifth Guards Tank Army had fewer than
200 tanks and self-propelled assault guns, about a third of its T/0 strength.
This hindered the performance of individual tank corps and brigades. The
tank army was also required to attach some of its tanks to the forward rifle
battalions to assist the combined arms army in the breakthrough, because the
combined arms army lacked or was short of direct infantry support tanks. In

addition, the commitment of the tank army in the last phase of the breakthrough

operation which, as statistics show, was most costly in terms of tank losses,-
decreased the already weakened striking power of Rotmistrov's forces. Under
these circumstances an advance of some 70 kilometers during the first three
days of the offensive was a real achievement.

3. It should be noted that at the start of the operation there were almost
no German panzer forces in the Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy bulge. The bulk of

_them (up to five panzer divisions) were deployed to the west and northwest
of Kirovograd. This was a result of a Soviet deception plan which succeeded

in making the Germans believe that the main effort of the forthcoming Seviet
offensive would be in the area west of Kirovograd. -

4. Adverse weather conditions, bad roads, and marauding German troops in
the rear of advancing tank formations caused great logistic difficulties.

* Yegorov, op. cit., p. 188. Based on the archives of the Soviet Ministry
of Defense,
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Local civ%]ian transport means had to be utilized. The Soviet command also
used traﬁ%port planes to parachute supplies.

5. The t1me1y commitment of the second echelon of the Fifth Guards Tank
Army (XVITI Tank Corps) was instrumental in protecting the flanks, beating
off German counterattacks, and clearing the marauding Germans from the break-
through corridor. A1l this secured the advance of the XX Tank .Corps to
Zvenigorodka. . ' g

6. Comm1tment by Konev of the V Guards Cavalry Corps, which advanced toward
Olshana with elements of the Fifth Guards Tank Anny, was a decisive factor

in closing the gaps in the inner encirclement ring, thus prevent1ng the break-
out of the Korsun-Shevchenkovskiy group.

7. In view of the danger of a German panzer breakthrough from the south to
relieve the encircled forces, thus enabling them to escape from the pocket,
the commander of the 2d Ukrainian Army Group turned the Fifth Guards Tank
Army ‘around and deployed 1t along the external front of the encirclement cor-
ridor facing toward west and southwest. This was a very difficult maneuver
and was performed brilliantly by Rotmistrov.

8. During the first three days of the operation the tank corps fought for a
considerable time without infantry support, because the rif}e units lagged
behind, The XX Tank Corps showed a high degree of pr¢f1c1ency, especially
when it was cut off from the main forces of the tank ermy and found itself
encircled' by the Germans.

9. NoteNOrthy was the close cooperation of tanks, 1nfantry, eng1neer. and
air units:in repelling German counterattacks. Tank operations were charac-
ter1zed by great maneUVerab111ty 1 t

‘ B

.10. The reinforcement of the Fifth Guards Tank Army with the XLIX Rifle

Corps, thé 34th Tank Destroyer Brigade, and the 5th Engineer Brigade during
the defense of the external perimeter of the encirclement ring gave the tank
army enough strength to defend its zone and to organize a strong tank reserve
and second echelon to repulse German panzer'counterattacks

11. The Sov1etsa?ways pa1d great attention to the organ1zat1on of cooperation
between army groups. In this case, as soon as contact between elements of
the 1st and 2d Ukrainian Army Groups was established, the Soviet High Command
1mmed1ate1y assigned a general officer with a small staff to act as coordin-
ator to insure close cooperation between the units in the field. Such a

- procedure’ assured better protection for the army group's f1anks, a favored

target of. German counterattacks.

i
L]

12. The Sov1et emphasis on studying past operations to get a better under-
standing of the forthcoming battle was well il1lustrated in thisoperation.
Despite the shortage of time ‘all-out efforts were made to acquaint the officer

corps w1th the Stalingrad battle as an example of a classic encirc]ement
operation
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COMBAT OPERATIONS OF THE III GUARDS MECHANIZED CORPS
IN THE FIRST PHASE OF THE BYELORUSSIAN OFFENSIVE
24-30 June 1944

1]
4

In June 1944 the Soviet Supreme Command Taunched a major offensive 1in
Byelorussia code named "Operation Bagration,” in which four army groups, or
fronts, were involved {1st Baltic, 3d Byelorussian, 2d Byelorussian, 1st
Byelorussian), in order from north to south (Map 3}.

The plan called for an attack on a broad front in which German defenses
would be breached in six widely separated sectors. The offensive was to
start with converging assaults by the adjoining wings of the 1st Baltic and
3D Byelorussian Army Groups on the German Vitebsk Group, with the objective
of encircling it and wiping it out. Simultaneously two assault groups of
the Byelorussian Army Group were to envelop the German forces at Bobruysk
* from south and east and destroy them. Troops of the 2d Byelorussian Army
Group and the Teft wing of the 3d Byelorussian Army Group were to launch two
frontal attacks--one against Orsha and the other against Mogilev.

Subsequently, the 3d and the Ist Byelorussian Army Groups were to ad-
vance in & pincer movement toward Minsk to encircle the main forces of the
German Fourth Army. Then, expanding the frontage of the offensive, the
Soviet forces were to advance to the western boundaries of the USSR, Tiber-
ating all of Byelorussia and parts of Lithuania and Latvia (Map 4). .

The offensive was to be actively supported by partisans, whose task was -
to disorganize the German tactical and operational rear, disrupt the movements
of the reserves, and keep the Soviet Supreme Headquarters informed by radio
about German posture and movements.

In Byelorussia the front line ran 15 to 60 kilometers east of Polotsk,
Vitebsk, Orsha, Mogilev, and Bobruysk and further along the Pripyet River to
the vicinity of Kovel. In that area, German Army Group Center and the flank
formations of neighboring army groups had all together 1,200,000 troops (in-
cluding logistical units? formed in 63 divisions and three brigades, There
were 9,500 field guns and mortars, and 900 tanks and assault guns. The German
ground forces were supported by about 1,350 aircraft.* '

i

* History of the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union 1941-45,(Moscow,
1974} p. 26. .
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The:Germans;had built several defense zones, the last at a distance of
250-270 kilometers from the Tront line. The fortifications were particularly
dense near Vitebsk, Orsha, and Bobruysk. .

The ‘four Soviet army groups had more than 1,430,000 effectives, 166
divisions, 12 tanks and motovized corps, 21 infantry brigades, one indepen-
dent tank brigade, and one independent motorized brigade. These forces had
31,700 guns and mortars, 5,200 tanks and self-propelled duns, and about 5,000
a1rcraft In addition, 1ong range aircraft, the Onieper River Flotilla, and
detachments of Byeioruss1an partisans were to take part {n the operat1on
The partisan armies, about 143,000 strong, controlled some 60 per cent of
the territory of Byelorussia.*

Mission of the II1I Guards Mechani7ed Corps

The I1I Guards Merhan1zed Corps commanded by Lieutenant General Victor T.

Obukhov**, took an active if not decisive part in the offens1ve operations
of the 3d Byelorussian Army Group.

The torps, after heavy fighting at the Onieper River late in 1943, was
withdrawn Trom combat, assigned to the Supreme Headquarters Reserve, and
ordered to the Kursk area for rest and replenishment. There it spent four
months. Then, in March 1944 the corps was transferred to the Tula Tank Mili-
tary Camp:near the city of Tula for further extensive training.

Shortly after 20 May 1944 General Obukhov received an oral order from
the Commander of the Soviet Armor and Mechanized Troops, Marshal Ya.N.
Fedoranko), to move his corps to the front, where it would be attached to
the 3d Byeloriussian Army Group. Troops and equipment were to travel by
rail to the new assembly area in the woods near Velino, Tishino,.and Katyn,
some 35 to 40 kilometers west of SmoTensk {See Order of Battle. Figure 2.)

Immediately after receiving the order the corps commander;ordered his
staff to furnish him with exact figures showing the corpss strength in per-
sonnel, equipment, and arms. The Corps Chief of Staff, Colonel G.S. Sidorovich,
reported that the LIl Guards Mechanized Corps had 16,090 effectives, ‘including
1,952 officers, 5,162 NCOs, and.£,976 men. Two thirds of the force (10,766)
had had previous combat experience, and 2,344 were holders of various decorations.

:il,!
[

* 5.5, Lototskiy, et al., The Soviet Army (Moscow, 1971), pp.'22;-zzf;

. **  QObukhov was born in 1898 in Kikolsk Village, Orenburg Oblast, in a
Cossack family. He volunteered for the Red Army in January 1918, and was
assigned to the lst Soviet Cossack Regiment. He took a very actlve part
in the Civil War. In 1920 he fought in Turkestan. In 1934 he graduated
from the Frunze Academy. In 1941 he was transferred from cavalry to tank
troops. At the start of the Soviet-German War Obukhov commanded the 26th
Tank Division of the XX Tank Corps near the western border. He was wounded -
in the fall of 1941, but returned to the front in January 1942.. In January
1943 he was deputy commander of a tank army, and later that year became °
Commander of the IIl Guards Mechanized Corps. Communist Party member from

" September 1918, Obukhov was very active politically. .

47

FFEFFFFFFFFFFF IR FFF R R R R R R F R R R R R R R R RO
O |



=

PP OSD/JS Final RESPense 16T 1650292 P,
’ Page 56 of 214

Figure » Lxg

IIT GUARDS MECHANIZED CORPS . E

Order of Battle ' L“ﬁ

Jth Guards Mechanized Brigade (Colonel M.1. Rodionov)
(includes 43¢ Guards Tank Regiment)

Bth Guards Mcchanized Brigade (Colonel S.D. Kremer)

(includes 44th Cyards Tank Reaiment)

9th Guards Mechanized Brigade (Colonel p.1I. Goryachev)
{(includes 45th Guards Tank Regiment)

35th Guards Tank 8rigade (Major General A.A. Aslanov)

1823d SP Assault Guns Reqiment (Lt. Col. V.V. Yablokov; SU-85mm assault guns)
1510th TD hrti!]ery Regiment (Maj. G.G. Shukakidze; SU-76mm assault guns}
. 129th Mortar Regiment {Maj. S.S. Barvinskiy)

743d TD Artillery Battalion {Cpt. Bexverkhniy)

62d Independent Engineer Pattalion (Mai. 6.6, Gotsiridze)

334th Multib]e Rocket Launcher Battalion (Maj. A.D.'Toruzayev)

1st Independent Motorcycle Battalion (motorcycles and 10 Tight tanks)

1831st spP Aﬁsault Gun Regiment {Lt. Col. A.K. Kulikov; SU-152mm assault guns )
1705th AMA Regiment ,

11th Independent Signal Batta)ion

79th Repair and Maintenance Battalion

564th Medical Rattalion

28th POL Transport Company

Chemical Comnany

Aviation Saction

161st Field Bakery

Attached:
326th Mortar Regiment
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There werh 3,899 Communist Party members, and 3,705 YCL members (Communist

~Youth DrghnT/at1on\ There were 10,748 Russaans, 3,264 Ukrainians, and 225

Byelorussians; the rest came from various other areas of the USSR. The corps
arms and equ1pmen» included*:

Tankp and self-propelled assault guns 196
Armored cars and armored carriers 99
Guns: and howitzers: ' .
76 41
85 12
574m 40
3?mm (ﬂﬂ) 18
Mortérs 107mm and 120mm 54
Morthrs 82mm 100
- Multiple rocket launchers M-13 8
Antipircraft machine quns b6 -
Heavy machine guns 139
Light machine quns 382
Submachine guns 5,570
Rifles 5,894
Radio sets 169
Cars’ 66
Trucks 1,227
Special vehicles - 163
" Tractors 5
Motorcyc]es 200

The corps staff consisted of three main sections: operations (eight
officers)) intelligence (four officers), and signal (six officers), and
several syuh-sections, including cryptographic, administration, and person-
nel. Allitogether there were 33 officers in the staff.**

{

General Qbukhov and Colonel Sidorovich met with the chief political
officer, folonel A.F. Andreyev, and the deputy commander for combat, Major
General DiN. Belyy, former commander of the 8th Mechanized Brigade, and
acquaintegl them with the directives received from Marshal Fedorenko. In
the course of the meeting the code officer brought in an additional directive
from the headquarters of the tank and mechanized troops in Moscow, in which
the new cbncentration area, along the Moscow-Minsk highway, was exactly defined.

% AM. Samsonov, From the Volga to the Saltic (Moscow, 1973), p. 210.

**  The standard Sov1et mechanized corps in World War II had 17,400 men, in
three mechanized infantry brigades, a tank brigade, 120mm mortar regiment,
122mn or 152mm self-propelled assault gun regiment, a self-propelled 85mm
assault gun regiment, a2 76mm gun regiment, a 45mm gun regiment, and recon-
naissance} signa\, engineer, and motorcycle battalions. A mechanized brigade
had three,rifle battalions, a tamk regiment, mortar battalion, 76mm gun battalion,
submaching gun  company, reconnaissance company, engineer company, and anti-
aircraft gompany and 2,743 men. A tank brigade, with 1,306 men, had three
tank paitadlions, a SJamachxne gun battalion, and ant1tank rifle, antitank
gun, and antiaircraft machine gun companies.

{

{
!
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A11 railroad trains were to be unloaded at raflroad stations, all 30 to 40
kilometers west of Smolensk. :

General Obukhov directed his chief of staff to prepare plans for the .
move to the area, and gave him some guidelines. A1l tanks, track-laying
vehicles, heavy equipment, ammunition and supplies, and part of the personnel
were to be transported by rail to their destination on flatcars:and in box
cars, The wheeled vehicles, the staff, and the remaining troops would pro-
ceed on the roads along the assigned routes. Loading and unloading of rail-
road cars, and the entire regrouping, must be done in total secrecy under
cover of darkness. Tanks and other equipment placed on the flatcars was to
be thoroughly camouflaged. Along the routes of the wheeled columns the staff
was to organize control points which would check the observance of Tight
restrictions and the proper order of movement. The departure phase of the
regroupment in the Tula area, south of Moscow, would be directed and controlled
by a small operations task force headed by the Deputy Corps Commander, General
Belyy. General Belyy was also to report daily progress to Marshal Fedorenko.

The first railroad shipment left for the new destination on 28 May and
arrived on 31'May. " The last shipment arrived on 14 June. On the average three
to four shipments detrained daily at the Velino, Tishino, Lelekvinskaya, and
Katyn stations. : . ;

. In a conference with the commander of the 3d Byelorussian Army Group,
Colonel General Ivan Kanilovich Chernyakhovskiy, on 31 May, Genéral Obukhov
reported on his corps's strength and readiness for combat. General
Chernyakhovskiy cautioned about the extreme necessity of concealing the
preparations from the enemy, making all movements, including training exer-
cises, at night, and thoroughly camoufiaging the assembly area.: . .

' H

To General Obukhov's question as to approximately how much time the
corps had to Jet ready for combat and what mission it would have, Chernyakhovskiy
replied.-that the concrete mission would be assigned later, and that for the
time being training should concentrate on preparation for the corps operations
during commitfient to combat after the breakthrough was achieved:by rifie ]
divisions, and exploitation of the success in the operational depth of the
German defensé. The army group commander Stressed that to the best of his
knowledge the corps had had plenty of experience in this kind of operation.
He informed General Obukhov that as scon as the corps had concentrated in
the new area, he {Chernyakhovskiy) would tour the area to acquaint himself
personally with commanders and staffs and to check on the readiness of the
scorps for the’forthcoming offensive. ; :

Genera). Obukhov was ordered to keep-in close touch with the Commander of
the Armored Troops of the Army Group, Lieutenant General A.G. Rédin, and with
the army group staff, and keep them informed about the troops' arrival,
training, and;needs. ' _ :

After thé meeting, General Obukhov and Colone! Andreyev reported to
Lieutenant Geheral A.P. Pokrovskiy, the Army Group Chief of Staff, to General
Rodin, and to!several staff officers, and discussed with them problems re-
lated to operational matters, organization, communications, andfsupp1y. ,

‘.

.‘ .
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After return to his headquarters General Obukhov summoned his chief of
staff and heads of ams and services and informed them about the new direc-
tives. Then he instructed Colonel Sidorovich to prepare detailed instructions
for the unit commanders which would reflect General Chernyakhovskiy's orders,
and estab]ish control procedures to assure full compliance.

In a very short time Colonel Sidorovich issued an order 1n the name of
the corps commander, which included, among others, the fo11ow1ng prov1s1ons:

® at once after detraining, all the arriving units should move their
men and equipment without any delay to their designated wooded areas, where
the equ1pment should be dispersed and thoroughly cam0quaged

] as soon as their forces arrived at the assembly area, conmanders of
brigades,:regiments, and independent units should organize training for
officers &nd men. The corps staff would issue special instructions with
regard tol tra1n1ng,

® a11 arms and equipment should be checked and repaired as necessary;
® troops should be lodged in mud huts, dug-outs, and trucHs,

o to! ‘ensure concealment of the concentration, all movement outside the
wooded area during the day was prohibited. Inside the assembly areas of
brigades and -independent units, only individual vehicle movements were per-
mitted and on1y at night, strictly observing the blackout; R

¢

) bu11d1ng campf1res was forbidden; .. ;

] to 'ensure adherence to rules and regulations and to whrd off any
"sneak attacks by German scouts, secur1ty detachments would be organized
in all un1ts, :;;

. poTHt1ca1 officers at all levels would conduct thorough exp]anatory
and propaganda work among the troops;

L the corps staff would organize control of the execution of the above.

As 1titurned out, the corps was successful in concea]ing 1ts arrivatl,
German pr1soners captured during the operation testified that their command
did not ant1c1p1te the arrival of the IIl Guards Mechanized Corps

In the afternoon of 11 June, the Chief of Staff of the 3d Bye]oruss1an
Army Group:arrived at the headquarters of the III Guards Mechanized Corps,
and, in general terms, informed the corps commander what his mission would
be. General ‘Chernyakovskiy had decided to organize a mobile group composed
of the 11 Guards Mechanized Corps and the III Guards Cavalry Corps, with
Lieutenant General N.S. Oslikovskiy, Commander of the III Guards Cavalry
Corps, in command.

The Mixed Cavalry-Mechanized Group was to be committed to combat in the
zone of the Fifth Army, as sqon as the army reached the Luchesa River. After
its commitment at the Luchesa line, the mobile group would advance toward
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Bogushevsk, Senno, and Kholopenichi,and no later than the sixth day of the
operatiord would capture the crossing of the Berezina River south of Lake

Palik, sq‘me 180 kitometers from the front line, and continue toward P]eshchenits.

The Fifth Army, under Lieutenant General N,I. Krylov, deployed in the
northern sector of the 3d Byelorussian Army Group, was to attack with its
right flank toward Bogushevsk and Senno, break through the German defenses in
an 11.5 Kilometer sector between Podnyvye and Vysochany with three corps {nine
divisions), and, in cooperation with the Eleventh Guards Army, destroy the
German Bogushevak -Orsha forces. It was intended to reach the Berezina River
on the tenth day of the offensive. Thus, General Pokhrovskiy pointed out, the
rate of advance of the Mechanized Corps would be almost twice that of the

rifle formations. The average rate of advance for the Fifth Army was to be
between 12 and 16 kilometers per day, .

After reaching the western bank of the Luchesa River, the Fifth Army :
would secure a zonc through which the Mixed Cavalry-Mechanized Group would be
committed, in the Luchkovskaya sector. The group would have to fight alone
almost alj the time, without contact with the Fifth Army troops. It would be
the first.of the Soviet forces to make an assault crossing of the Berezina

"River and ‘fight its way to the rear of the main German forces deployed in the
Orsha-Mingk sector. '

: f
On 12 June, Marshal A.M. Vasilevskiy, 2 representative of the Supreme

Command at the army group headquarters, summoned Generals Obukhov and 0slikovskiy
to the headgiarters of the 3d Byelorussian Army Group. There Marshal Vasilevskiy,
in the presence of Generals Chernyakhovskiy and Pokhrovskiy, and Lieutenant
General M.I.:Potapbv, Special Assistant to Vasilevskiy, acquainted both corps
commanders with the general strategic situation at the Soviet-German front, and

then in great detail analyzed the missions assigned to them by the Commander of
the 3d Byelorussian Army Group. .

Toward the end of the meeting Marshal Vasilevskiy once more reminded
General Obukhov how important it was to prepare his forces and equipment
thoroughly for combat in the difficylt marshy and wooded terrain and added:

“If the entire plan of the operation is carried out on time, and you and - .
- Your corps’justify our hopes. then nothing is left for me to do but to con-
gratulate you in advance with the Gold Star Medal of Hero of the Soviet Union.'w

General ‘Obukhov became very embarrassed and countered with a statement
that he was not fighting for the title of "Hero,” but for the fatherland, and
, that this was his duty as a Communist, However, VasiTevskiy asked him not to
‘ be so modest, and again wished him good Tuck. - ;

Next,: General Obukhov received Tengthy instructions from General Chernyakovskiy
and his chief of staff, dealing with the preparation of the corps for commitment
to combat,:cooperation with other units and formations taking part in the break-
through, and ‘the ways of securing the corps advance in operational depth. General
Chernyakhovskiy ordered the corps to take up the initial attack position just
before morning on 23 June, in the area of Ivanking, Broslav, Kozyulin, and

Ty

* Osvobozhdenye Byelorussii (Moscow, 1974), p. 591. ,
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Ko1sen1ko§a Sunrise at that time of year would come at approxlmately 0420
and sunse; at 2145, Twilight lasted virtually all night,

As sbon as the meeting ended, General Obukhov called his chief of staff
and ordered him to summon 1mmed1ate1y to corps headquarters commanders of the
brigades and independent units, commanders of the corps art111ery and armor
troops, ch1efs of engineers, communication and rear services, and the chiefs
of the operat1on and inte¥ligence branches. When General Obukhov returned to
his headguarters, all the summoned officers were already there.

. General Obukhov informed those present about the mission received from
the army group commander. He stressed that there was little time left, and
that all the planning and preparations would have to be done under heavy pres-
sure. To assure secrecy, no written orders were to be issued. The corps
staff and the commanders of corps units were ordered to reconnoiter the routes
of advance to the front line, and to organize combat cooperation and coordina-
tion of activities with the III Guards Cavalry Corps and the Fifth Army. The
chief of intelligence was to receive from the Fifth Army whatever photo recon-
naissance material there was on the German defense system, and distribute it
to the brigades and other units. Since the corps would be operating on its
own at suth great depth in the enemy's rear area, special attention was to be
paid by the staff to preparing plans for defense against counterattacks while
cont1nu1np the assigned offensive activities.

The Ehwef of the rear services reported that the corps art111ery had two
units of! #1re on hand, and the tanks three units. The fuel supply consisted
of the following: gaso]1ne KB-70, three to four refuelings; gasoline for
vehicles,i 2.7 refuelings; diesel fue], 2.6 refuelings., Food rations were on
hand for 14 days * ' ' )

The ch1ef of intelligence first reported that all his 1nf0rmat10n on the
enemy game from the intelligence branches of the army group and the Fifth Army.
German defenses in front of the Fifth Army had been constructed well in.advance
and constituted a well fortified, deeply echeloned defense system extending
through thickets, forests, and marshes. The first defense zone was aboyf six
kilometers deep and consisted of two to three positions, depending on the
terrain, each with three lines of trenches, the first one along the western

. bank. of the Luchesa River. Al1 villages and towns in both defense zones, as

well 'as tb the rear of the second, were organized as resistance centers; the
most Formidable of them being the town of Bogushevsk In front of the first
defense 1ine there was continuous deep barbed wire and ant1personne1 aqd anti-

i i

In add1t10n to the task of breaking .through a heavily fortified défense
zone,’ the Fifth Army at the start of the attack would also have to make an
assau1t c?osswng of the Sukhodrovka River, the Ordezhanka River, and later
that' same day, eight to nine kilometers beyond the front, the Luchesa and
Serokortinka Rivers. On the second day of the offensive the Army was to cross
the Obolyanka River, as well as numerous muddy streams and marshes

* AM. Samsonov, Ot Vo1gf do Baltiki {Moscow, 1973).
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Accdrding to information which was being verified, German forces deployed Lﬂ}
in the zonn of advince of the Fifth Army were composed of the 299th Infantry L:q
Division and the 456th Infantry Regiment of the 256th Infantry Division, three L‘ﬁ
reserve infantry and two panzer battalions, one assault gun battalion, and . E

thirteen artitlery and two mortar battalions,

Facing the Fifth Army the Germans had concentrated 324 105mm and 155mm
guns, 170 mortars, and 36 six-barreled rocket launchers, making an average
of 21.2 barrels per kilometer of frontage. In addition they had about 30
tanks and several APCs, Tactical reserves--the 528th Infantry Regiment (minus
one battalion} and several special battalions--were deployed some four to six
kilometers from the front line, part in the area of Savchenki, Gorovatka, and
Shnitki, and the rest in the second defense zone.

Operational resorves were composed of two infantry divisions and one in-.
fantry rdgiment (350th Infantry Regiment of the 221st Infantry Division, de- ul
fending Qongushevski). One more division, the 14th Infantry Division (minus
one regiunnt deployed in the Bogushevsk area where the headquarters of the
German VI Ariy Corps was Tocated) was in the Senno area, However, these forces o
were actively engaged in combat against the Senno Partisan Brigade (Commander
V.V. Leonov). Thus, it was doubtful.that this division could be committed to
combat against advancing Soviet troops. ' W

The German 95th Infantry Division was deployed in the Lepel area with its
strength concentrated toward the northeast toward the German Vitebsk Group,
which was not in the Fifth Army sactor. The division was pinned down by par-
tisan brigades of the Polotsk-Lepel group. ?

As the Soviet Fifth Army prepared to attack it had a superiority over the .
Germans of 3 to 1 in manpower, 24 to 1 in machine guns, 5 to 1 in mortars, 2.5

to 1 in antitank guns, 7.4 to 1 in artillery over 76mm, 5.4 to 1 in rockets, -

and 5.6 to 1 in tani:s and self-propelled guns. Soviet artillery and mortars

ware deployed at an average density of 112 per kilometer on the whole front and

200 per kilometer in the breakthrough sector. Tanks were assigned on an average

25 per kilometer, and 35-49 per kilometer in the breakthrough sector. -

: After answering a number of questions, the chief of intelligence advised
that Tate in. the evening a detailed briefing on the German deployment strength
and defenses would be held in the corps headquarters Tor intelligence officers
of brigades and incapendent units. :

In the early morning of 13 June General Obukhov, with the chief of the

© corps operations branch, commanders of corps artillery and armor, deputy chief

of commynications, and a <mall group of staff officers, Teft for the headquarters
of the Fifth Army, to discuss with General Krylov problems of cooperation and

how the Fifth Army would secure the commitment of the mechanized corps to combat.
The prablems: of supporting the corps during the advance in operational depth
sould also be considered,

eepm—— L

Generals Xrylov and Obukhov roviewed all the problems in general terms,
agreed on the way the commitment of the corps and its support should be handled,

" and left the details to be worked out by hoth staffs.
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Later in the day General Obukhov received the representative of the First
Air Army, with whom he discussed all aspects of air support. The attack of the
Fifth Army was to be supported by the 111th Fighter Air Corps, the 3d Guards
Bomber Division, the 213th Bomber Air Division, and the 311th Guards Division.
Some of these units would support the commitment of the III Mechanized Corps.

On 14 June General Chernyakhovskiy ordered the corps to advance to the
assembly area in the forest near the village of Una, northwest of Liozno, some
15 to 20 kilometers from the front 1ine, and concentrate there toward the’
morning of 16 June.

General Obukhov was confident that his forces could march to the new area
(a distance of 75 to 90 kilometers) in two nights, along two routes, and re-
ported this to the army group commander. Chernyakhovskiy agreed with his
estimate, and General Pokhrovskiy issued relevant orders to make sure that the
roads would be cleared of all other troops.

On. the order of the corps commander, the corps staff prepared all the
necessary directives for the subordinate units, organized control points along
the way, ‘and ordered the commander of the 62d Guards Engineer Battalion, Major
Gotsiridze, to maintain the roads for the march. In the new assembly area, .
especially delegated officers from brigades and independent units were to
lead the arriy1ng troops to their concentration areas. :;

-The move-was executed during thé;nights of 14/15 and 15/16 June, which
happened to be very dark, unusual at ‘that time of yean. The corps marched in
a well dispersed formation. A1l tanks and vehicles moved without 1ights.

After reaching the new destination, commanders of brigades and 1ndé3hndent
units reported in person- to the corp§ commander about the march and about their
new deployment. There had been no cqmplications, and all men and equipment
arrived safely. (Later it was learngd that despite many reconnaissance f1ights
the Germans did not detect the corps"movements.g

On 16 June General Chernyakhovskiy, accompanied by Lieutenant Beneral Rodin,
Lieutenant General Oslikovskiy, the representative of the First Air Army, and
several staff officers, inspected the corps. Generals Chernyakhovskiy and
Obukhov visited a number of units and checked on troop performance. Then the
final arrangements for coordination of activities of the III Guards Mechanized
and III Guards Cavalry Corps were made, and the problems of air support during

‘the commitment to combat of the Mixed Mobile Group were clarified.

After the departure of the army group commander, General Obukhov 1ssued
Sh;tions. Subordinate
commanders were ordered to complete all the preparations for the offensive.
A1l the arms and equipment had to be checked and re-checkgd to make sure that
they were in perfect order. The corps staff was to send gut to all the units
maps, aerial.photographs, and other documents needed for. the conduct of the
battle. A1l staffs and commanders were instructed not to write any orders with
regard to the commitment of the corps to combat, but to issue them orally.

.

So fhat all officers would be acquainted with the routes they were to take
from the corps assembly area to the front 1ine, General Qbukhov ordered the
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brigade commanders to organize a thorough program of reconnaissance of the
area by all combat officers down to platoon commanders. To conceal {ts purpose

they were to be told they were surveying areas of potential corps counter- .

attacks. Officers were to change their tank uniforms and insignia %o infantry
uniforms, in order not to arouse the suspicion of any German observers. They
were to go as close as possible to the front 1ines in order to see for them-
selves as far as they could in the direction the attack was to proceed.

On 19 June General Obukhov received a coded message from Geperal Chérnyakovskiy.

ordering him to advance during the nights of 21/22 and 22/23 June to the depar-
ture area for commitment to combat. This area was located in ‘the woods 5-10
kilometers behind the front 1ine. From there the corps would be committed to
the battle in the sectors of the LXXII and LXV Rifle Corps.

At the same time the corps finally received 1ts exact mission. {See map
4) The I1I Guards Mechanized Corps was to be ready at a given signal to enter
the breakthrough zone in.the Zavorotye-Vysochany sector and advance atong two
routes in the general direction of Shnitki-Strigi-Senno: a northern route
through Ivankino, Buraki, Osinovka, Luchkovskaya, Moshkany, and Meleshkis; the
other route through Krynki railroad station, Vysochany, Luchesa, Kichino, Strigi,
Studenka, and Senno. -

The initial objective, in cooperation with the 1II Guards Cavalry Corps,
was to destroy the opposing German forces and capture Bogushevsk /! By the end
of the first day of the operation, the corps was to seize Molchany and Melkovitse.
The forward elements were to advance to the line Moshkany-Strigi. '

After receiving and reviewing the order, General Obukhov and his chief of
staff made the necessary changes and corrections in the old directives, and
then summoned all brigade commanders and commanders of independent units and
their deputies for political affairs to headquarters. Orders were issued to
these commanders to advance with their units during the nights of 21/22 and
22723 June to the line of departure along three routes already reconnoitered
and known to the brigade -commanders. By 0300 on 23 June all combat elements
of the corps were to be ready to enter the breakthrough sector. Specific direc-
tives would be issued by the chief of staff shortly.

- From the line of departure, General Obukhov ordered the corps to advance
along two routes as specified in the army group order. Column No. 1, on the
right, northern route, would be headed by the 9th Guards Mechanized Brigade,
and followed by the 7th Guards Mechanized Brigade. Column No. 2--which would
make the main effort--would advance along the left, southern route, headed by
the 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade, and followed by the 35th Guards Tank Brigade.
The first echelon brigades would each send out in front a forward detachment
composed of reinforced mechanized battalions. In addition, commanders of the
8th and 9th Guards Mechanized Brigades would organize special groups, which
would advance with the combat formations of the LXXII and LXV Rifle Corps.
These groups were to be in constant touch with their respective brigades and
assist and Jead them during the advance through the breach in the German de-
fenses,

The corps commander directed that officers down to the battalion commander -
level should be informed of the corps mission.
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Next, General Ohukhov and Colonel Sidorovich answered a series of questions
raised by various commanders. At the same time the chief of operations prepared
the final orders and instructions, and the chief of intelligence issued the
latest data on German forces.

On 20 June, Colonel Andreyev held a short meeting with deputies for poli-
tical affairs of brigades and independent units, during which he raised the
problem of troop morale and the role of the political officers in the forth-
coming battle. With General Obukhov's permission he ordered political meetings
organized in all the units in the evening of 22 June to explain to the troops
the importance of their mission and responsibility for its fulfillment.

To assure reliable, uninterrupted command during the impending highly
mobile operation, General Obukhov organized three command groups. He would
be on the axis of the main effort with a small operations group which included
the deputy chief of the operations branch, the chief of intelligence (or his
deputy, depending on the situation), the commander of corps artillery, repre-
sentative of the supporting air force, all with one or two officers, and 1iaison
officers from the brigades, the III Guards Cavalry Corps, and the army group.

The Deputy Corps Commander for Combat, General Belyy, with'a small group
of officers, was to be on the secondary axis of advance. "Colonel Sidorovich
was to set up the corps ¢ommand post beh1nd the brigades of thé f1rst echelon.

* It was also foreseen that in case the brigades and operat1pns groups should
hreak away from the corps command post for a considerable-distance, and lose
communication with it, an intermediate communications group would begin operating
between the operations task force of the corps commander and thﬁ corps command
post. This intermediate group, headed by Major Shchukin, corps Deputy Chief of
Operations, would be equipped with two radios, one for communications with the
army group, the other for communication with the corps commander and the staff.
This group was to receive all the reports from the fie1d,fespec1a11y when '
General Obukhov and the staff were on the move, and secure reliable ‘communica-
t;on]g1$hithe brigades in case the 1ink between the corps and the brigade
shou a

General Obukhov decided that, except for unusual circumstances al] command
operation groups and the corps staff would assemble each night at a designated
spot to discuss the developments and issue orders for the ‘next day.

L1a1son officers from the corps were sent to the army groyp, the Fifth Army,

.and the III Guards Cavalry Corps. Liaison officers were to cdme at least twice
"daily to the corps command post to brief the chief of staff on the 51tuat1on and

del1ver directives and instructions.

Short]y before 0300 on 23 June the brigade commanders reported to Colonel
Sidorovich that their brigades had arrived at the line of departure area on
time and were ready for combat. Upon receiving this report, General Obukhov
repgrted to General Chernyakhovskiy and General Os1ikovskiy about his troops’
readiness., At approximately the same time, the Political Branch of the Corps
delivered to all units an appeal issued by the Army Group Military Council
aimed at inspiring the men. The appeal was read to the trpops by sub-unit

-commanders or their deputies.
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The Offensive (See Maps 5 and 6)

of 12 kilometers, The objective was to cross the Sukhodorovka River, capture
a bridgehead, and secure convenient jump-off positions for the amy's main
attack to follow, By nightfall the forward battalions had fulfilled theit
mission. In the LXXII Corps sector, the 63d Rifle Division took Shepechino
and the northern part of Staroboblye occupying the first and second German
trenches, and 1n several places the third trench as well, advancing two to.
three kilometers. The 277th Rifle Division took Semashkovo and Hii1 150.

In the zone of the LXV Rifle Corps, the 371st Rifle Division reached Mekhaniki

and the 97th Rifle Division reached the grove one and a half kilometers beyond
Vysochany.

During the night of 22723 June the first echelon of the Fifth Army took
up jump-off positions on the western bank of the Sukhodorovka River, as close

as possible to the German line, and stood ready for the breakthrough assault
in the Zavorotye area. ' _

At about 0400 on 23 June General Obukhov, accompanied by his commanders

"of corps artillery and armor, the chiefs of his operations and intelligence

branches, chief of engineers, deputy chief of communications, and several
other officers, arrived at the QP of the Fifth Army, located on a hill one
kiTometer north of the Vysokoye settlement, ahout 1.4 kilometers from the
German positions. From there Obukhov could observe the breakthrough opera-
tion and be constantly in close personal touch with General Krylov,

At the same time, following General Obukhov's previously issued direc-
tives, the commanders of the 7th and 9th Guards Mechanized Brigades went to
the OP of the LXXII Rifle Corps (Commander Major General A.I. Kazartsev) on
Hi11 180.9, close to the OP of the Fifth Army. Commanders of the 8th Guards
Mechanized and 35th Tank Brigades went to the OP of the LXV Rifle Corps
{Commander Major General G.N. Berekrestov).

General Obukhov made it clear beforehand that all his officers who were
observing the combat from rifle formation OPs should behave unobtrusively,
keeping quiet so that they would not hinder the generals and officers of the
Fifth Army in their work. He stressed that they were observers only, whereas
for General Krylov and his men the "hot day" had already started.

The artillery and air preparation started at 0500 on 23 June. When it
was over, the infantry and the supporting tanks jumped off. The German defenders
offered fierce resistance, The troops advanced slowly, forced to fight for each

dugout and trench. By about 1200, unfts of the Fifth Army had advanced about
five kilometers into the German first defense zone,

In the afternoon General Obukhov was summoned to the OP of the 3d Byelo-
russian Army Group. There, Marshal Vasilevskiy asked him again about the
readiness of the corps, Obukhov reported that the corps was ready to go and
could move behind the infantry into the breach at any time. Units of the corps
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first echelon, which were hidden at night in deep ravines, had now formed
in columns on the roads. Vasilevskiy, after reyiewing the latest situation
reports from the Fifth Army and the neighboring armies, advised the army
group commander that the time was ripe to move the Cavalry-Mechanized Mixed
Group into the breach. Hence, General Chernyakhovskiy ordered the group to
advance through the breach, and o be prepared to enter combat as soon as
the rifle formations reached the Luchesa River. Then Marshal Vasilevskiy
turned to Obukhov and stressed again that, while fighting on its own, it
was most important for the corps pot to slow down the advance in order to °
engage in combat with small and insignificant German troops. Instead it
should bypass them and advance rapidly into the enemy's rear area.

At once General Obukhov sent a pre-coded signal to the brigade commanders
by radio, and the brigades started to move. The corps commander returned to
his OP. Before long he started receiving the first reports from his brigades.
The conditions in the area ‘through which they were passing were highly unfavor-
able. Roads were damaged, bridges destroyed, and it was raining.

Toward evening the first echelon divisions of the LXXII and LXV Rifle
Corps completed the breakthrough of the first defense zone, advarcing 10 to
11 kilometers. Meanwhile, the XLV Rifle Corps had by this time taken Boston.
However, the Fifth Army had not reached the Luchesa River and was still unable
to create favorable conditions for the commitment of the mobile group. To
speed up the advance the army commander ordered the LXXII and LXV Rifle Corps
commanders to commit their second echelon divisions, the 215th Rifle and 144th
Rifle respectively, at Luchkovskaya and Luchesa.

The infanffy with its direct support tank units continued to fight al}
night, but by morning of the 24th they were still unable to secure a crossing
adequate for the mechanized corps. ' '

Meanwhile the III Guards Mechanized Corps was also having its own diffi-
culties in moving forward over the crowded roads. It could not pass through
the combat deployment of the infantry and was following it. Being aware of
the situation, General Oslikovskiy called General Obukov in the evening on 23
June and ordered him as of 0400 24 June to take up a new jump-off position
farther southeast in the areas of Sloboda, Staroboblye, Osinovka, Aleksandrovo,
Mekhaniki and Vysochany. :

The corps commander, through his chief of staff, issued the necessary
orders, and the brigades started to move to the designated areas. The staff
organized strict control of the movement. Along the routes traffic control
posts were set up, and Tiaison officers were sent to the new deployment zone
to meet the arriving units. :

The redeployment of the cofps, which took place in the area of the former
German first defense zone, was not easy. Because of the marshy and wooded

terrain, the corps could advance only on the roads, which already were totally ’

choked with various elements of the Fifth Army moving westward and trying not
to drop far behind the forward units. Serious jams occurred at crossroads and
stream crossings. To make the situation even worse, the Germans repeatedly
bombed and shelled the roads and concentrations of Soviet troops.
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In view of these difficutties, the corps did not arrive in the jump-off
area until about 0700 on 24 June, ' '

At 1000 on 24 June General Chernyakhovskiy summoned General Obukhov.to
his OP and asked his opinion as to whether or not the time was right to commit
his corps to combat. Obukhov answered that he believed that the situation was
advantagepus, Whatever the decision wight be, he reported, the corps was ready
for action, . .

This was the answer Chernyakhovskiy wanted to hear, and he ordered the corps
to move forward. Exactly at 1100 General Obukhov gave the signal, and at once
the corps started to advance. ' :

3

At this point General Obukhov asked his Deputy Chief of Intelligence,
Senior Lieutenant I.L. Shamis, to report on the latest changes in the German

“deployment. Shamis reported that he had sent out several intelligence teams

the day before to the forward rifle formations., They were to report perfodi-
cally to the intelligence branch about the situation. By the time the corps
Jumped bff these teams were to have infiTtrated deep into the enemy rear and
reported on the movement of German reserves. However, the information received
was vague and unclear. Thus Shamis asked for and received permissign to advance
with the forward elements and personally report about the situation.

General Baryshev, Commander of Corps Artiliery, who had just arrived at
the corps cpmmander's OP, reported that once more he had defined precisely to
all of his subordinates the artillery's mission in support of the corps's com-
mitment to battle, including matters of coordination w!th*tﬁe artillery of the
Fifth Army. S SR o

Upon moving forward, the mechanized brigades followed.the 63d Division at
Luchkovskaya, The 8th Mechanized and 35th Tank Brigades were to cross at Luchesa,
but the crossing was still not ready. Therefore, General 0slikovskiy ordered the
8th Mechanized and 35th Tank Brigades to shift to a crossing point at Osipova.
However, when they arrived they found that the 6th Guards Cavalry Division was

crossing there. (Someone had neglected to switch the cavalry.)

The report of the confusion soon reached Major M.I. Semenov, Deputy'Chief

" of the Operations Branch, who was in charge of collecting information from the

field. On receiving his report, General Obukhov immediately called General

Oslikovskiy. At this General Oslikovskiy shifted the cavalry to a ford southwest

pf Osipovq, giving the mechanized and tank brigades the right of way.
*  During the afternoon of the 24th, the rifle divisions finally began to

make faster progress, having broken through the. main German defenses. The 63d
and 277th Rifle Divisions in particular were far ahead. By evening of the 24th

Thirty-ninth Army, reached Moshkany. On the left, the 277th Rifle Division
crossed the railroad and began to pass south of Lake Kichino. :

In the evening of 24 June Colonel Sidorovich reported to General Obukhov

that according to the latest reports the brigades had finally passed the rifle
formations at the Obolyanka River, some 20-21 kilometers from the old front line.
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At 2130 Major Semenoy informed the corps commander and the chief of staff that
at 2100 on 24 Jura the forward hattalions had made contact with the enemy.

During the night of 24/25 June a stream of reports arrived from the 8th
and 9th Guards Mechenized Brigades. General Obukhov, who had not sTept at atl the
previous night, had only a few hours of sleep that night, often interrupted
by urgent messaqas from the field,

On the main Tine of advance, the 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade easily
crossed the Luchesa River, passed advance elements of the 27th Rifle Division,
and engaged German forces. The brigade’s main force was preceded by the for-
ward detachmont, made up of the 3d Motorized Battalion (Commander Major I.I.
Kukurchenko). With the forward detachment were the 2d Company of the 44th
Guards Tank Regiment (Regiment Commander, Lieutenant Colonel A.L. Bondarenke)
and assault guns of the 1510th Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment (Commander,
Major G.G. Shuviakidrze),

At first the advance was uneventful. Soon, however, German resistance
intensified, and late in the evening of 24 June the fight assumed a protracted
character. The forward detachment became engaged in heavy combat for the village
of Kichino, where the Germans evidently intended to stop the Soviets. The
riflemen of the 3d Wotorxzed Battalion dismounted and deployed for the assault.

The German defense, whxch ran along the raiireoad line from Platony to
Kichino to Novoselki, had heen well organized. The Germans had built a system
of trenches reinforced with earth-and-timber pillboxes with clear fields of
fire. The fight took place on terrain very unfavorable to the attackers. The
road toward Kichino on the other side of the railroad line was a narrow corridor
between two hnights. On the right side of the road was Lake Kichino, and on the
left side there were marshes. The width of the passable area between was no
more than 200 neters, Tully covered by German artillery, mortar and machine gun
fire.

The first unit of the forward detachment to attack was the 2d Tank Company.
Unable to deploy for combat, the company advanced in a column with large inter-
vals between the tanks. The Germans opened fire and destroyed several tanks.

The company comnander was wounded. In the meantime the whole motorized batta-
tion became engaged in combat, suffering heavy Josses. As scon as the brigade
commander, Co1ong: Kremer, arrived at the battlefield, he decided to throw his:

entire br1gade into combat, and reported this to the corps. During the night,

. the 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade, beating off fierce German counterattacks,

took Kichino and advanced slowly. Later at night the brigade attacked and
captured Novoselki and continued westward. German troops, under pressure of
Kremer's Brigade, retreated toward Senno, some 75 Kilometers from the. 1n1t1a1
front Tine.

Reports from the 9th Guards Mechanized Brigade, advancing on the right
indicated that the situation in its sector had developed much more favorably
The brigade was supported by the 1823d Self-propelled Assault Gun Regiment. Re—
connaissance elements spotted a gap in the German combat deployment between
the 96th and 107th Infantry Divisions into which the forward detachment (Com-
mander Lieutenant COTone) A.F. Sokolov) moved, at once followed by the entire
brigade, thus departing from the original axis of advance. General Obukhov
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approved this chanae of direction and suoqgested that it should be followed -
up by a hold maneyver ang pursuit, e thought that 1T the brigade could

SWInG around and cniov Senas feom the norih, this action might well prede- .
ternine the svccessfus ovtcome of the entire operation,

During the night the oth fiwards Mechanized Srigade's fighting did not
cease. Thw forward dotachuent of the brigade continued to pursue the re-
treating enemy. Toe Gormans Teft bohird mall groups of submachine gunners
and artillery as a coverine force, but theso troops were unable to offer
serigus resistance, %y sunrise on 95 dune, the brigade, after performing a -
wide enve.aping maneuvnr, had advanced 48 kilometers and was approaching
Senna, even before the retreating German columns arrived there,

General Chukhov was pleased with the reports. He asked his intelligence
chief to bring him up Lo date on the German defense at Senno, and furnish a1l .

available informating to Lolonnl Goryachev, Commander of the 9th Mechanized
Brigade.

The intelligence officor reperted that according to information recedved dii
from the Partisans and prisoners captyred during the night, the Senno garrison
consisted of an infantry batsalion reinforced with fieid artillery, three .
assault guns, twa tanks, and one mortar nattery. The Germans had turned Senno i
into a strongncint. Rlong the reads Teading to the village they had built
earth-and<4imher wallsahoyt 1.5 meters thick with embrasures for weapons.

Around the town there worn trenches and commuication trenches, approaches to =
which were protected hy minas and barbed wire, Inside the settlement, near
the church, the Geemans utilizod Stone and brick houses to construct an inner -
strongpoint wel) designed for all-around defense and for street combat. Al .
roads leading to Sennc from all directicns were covered by artillery and mortar
“fire. The dgefense was facilitated by the fact that the terrain on both sides i
of all roads was marshy, forcing the Soviets to advance primarily on the roads. )

Quring the morning hours of 25 dune, Genoral Obukhov received a series of =
reports ahout the assault on Semo, which started at daybreak. Participating
in the as:ault wore the forward detachment of the Oth Guards Infantry Brigade,
reinforced hy tanks of the 45y, Buards Tank Reciment:, two batteries of the 18234 i
Self-propelted Assault Gun Regiment (SU-85), and the brigade's artillery batta-
Tion. While it was stitd dark, tank units enveloped Senno and approached it
from the couth, east, and wost.  Shortly before dawn Soviet artillery and
mortars plastered the Germane with fire. At the same time tanks and assault
Quns carrying submachine cunners lagnched an attack, quickly advanced and '
engaged the Germans in strost fighting. The surprise attack supported by o
heavy artillery fire broke the German resistance. The town was taken during
the morning hours. Two tank pletoons cut the remaining routes of Germar re-
treat. Taus the entire garrison wae destroyad,

At 1020 Colone! Garyachey reported that in the battle for Senno the Germans
Tost four Panthers, threns Yicht tanks, one artillery battery, up to 70 trucks,
about 400 officers and men killed and wounded, and 26 taken prisoner. The
brigade's losses consisied of 23 killed, 58 wounded, 12 trucks and one 57mm
gun destroyad,*

* Dsvodozhdenye Byelorussit (Moscow, 1974), p. 509. ®
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At approximately the same time Colonel Kremer reported that his brigade
had defeated the Germans near the Studenka settlement, and that the impact of
the capture of Senno was reflected in a decrease in German resistance. In
front of the 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade the German forfes had their routes
of retreat cut off. The brigade was pressing its advance toward Staraya
Belitsa and Bobr.

: General Obukhov discussed the situation with Colone] Sidorovich and came
to the conclusion that the capture of Senno by the 9th Brigade and the success

of the 8th Brigade put the Germans in a very difficult position. He reported

the situation and his views to General Chernyakhovskiy. The army .group com-
mander thereupon decided that in order to help the infantry formations which

were advancing with great difficulties and encountering f{erce resistance, and

to increase their rate of advance toward Orsha and Borisov, part of the [II
Guards Mechanized Corps should strike toward the south, envelop the German forces,
and fight through to the rear of the Germans, cutting raijroad lines and highways.

The rest of the corps was to accelerate 1ts advance westward and widen its front.

Having carefully analyzed the army group commander's order and thoroughly -
studied the situation on the map, General Obukhov concluded that a quick and
decisive action on the part of the brigades was imperative. Even the slightest
delay might lead to failure. Thus he ordered the 7th Guards Mechanized Brigade
to advance toward Lukom! and the 9th Guards Mechanized Brigade toward Tolpino
and Chereya. The 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade was to advance toward Obchuga
and Bobr and cut the railroad 1ine between Borisov and Orsha. For the time being,
the 35th Guards Tank Brigade was to remain in reserve.and protect the rear of the
advancing mechanized brigades. '

General Obukhov directed Colonel Sidorovich to delineate the new mission
in exact terms and transmit it without any delay to the brigade cammanders.
Also, tn cooperation with the corps artillery commander and the air force repre-
sentative, he was to prepare a plan for artillery and air support and submit it

-to the corps commander for approval.

_ Before noon on 25 June, the commander of the 9th Guards Mechanized Brigade
reported that the main forces of the brigade, while passing through Senno, had
come under heavy air attack. The town was burning. The brigade had suffered

_considerable losses 1n men and equipment. Many trucks, were destroyed. :

General Obukhov, realizing the importance of Senn&ﬁag 2 communications
center, instructed Colonel Sidorovich to transfer one or two AAA batteries there.

-gﬁ 2150 directed Colonel Goryachev to speed up his advarce toward Tolpino and
iChereya. - C

The afternoon reports from the brigades indicated that all their elements
were advancing faster than they had the day before. The commander of the 8th
Guards Mechanized Brigade reported that his brigade, after overcoming scattered
resistance, was successfully advancing toward Staraya Belitsa and Bobr.

Messages from the 9th Guards Mechanized Brigade showed that the brigade
was constantly under heavy air attacks. The brigade commander asked for air
cover.  With its help the brigade continued westward and forced the Usveyka
River not far from Tolpino. Toward the evening of 25 June Tolpino was taken,
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but flerce air raids again cauvsed heavy losses. It took the entire night of
25/26 June to restore the brigade‘'s fighting efficiency.

The 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade, pursuing the retreating German troops, .
approached Staraya Belitsa during the night of 25/26 June and took it in the
morning of 26 June, "

Colonel Goryachev reported in the morning of 26 Jume that, after overcoming
the effects of the heavy air strikes, individual units of the 9th Guards Mechan-
ized Brigade, led by the forward detachment, were continuing their advance
westward. Taking advantage of the intervals between the air strikes, first to
advance was the lst Tank Company (Commander, Senior Lieutenant A.M. Zakhryapin)
of the 45th Guards Tank Regiment. Close behind, the 1st Motorized Battalion
under Captain Borisov was following on foot (their trucks had been destroyed
the previous afternoon} in dispersed order. At 1215 General Obukhov received
a radio message informing him that at 1200 Chereya was taken without a fight
and the brigade was continuing to advance rapidly westward.

During the night of 26/27 June, based on a flow of encouraging reports
received during 26 June from the III Guards Mechanized Corps, General Chernyakovskly
ordered General Obukhov to continue to press the attack, striking toward
Lukom}, Krasnoluki, and Voloki, with the task of reaching the Berezina River,
crossing it between Lipsk and Zembin, - and capturing Litvichi, Panov
Oriovo, and Dalkovichi, on the western bank of the river. The new mission
calTed for cancellation of the advance toward the south and southwest. The
corps: would have to turn straight westward, in order to reach and cross the
Berezina River on time on 28 June. :

General Obukhov decided to commit the 35th Guards Tank Brigade to combat
in the Chereya area, reinforced with the 129th Mortar Regiment,:334th Guards
Multiple Rocket Launcher Battalion, 743d Tank Destroyer Artillery Battalion,
and two batteries of the 1705th AAA Regiment. The 9th Guards Mechanized Bri-
gade, with the 1823d Self-propelled Assault GunRegiment and one company of the
62d Guards Engineer Battalion attached, was to continue to advance from Chereya
toward Rudnya, on the left of the 35th Guards Tank Brigade.

. Thus, the corps commander switched the main effort of the corps from the
axis of the 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade to that of the 9th Guards Mechanized
Brigade. ' o :

o To secure the right flank of the corps, General Obukhov ordered the commander
-0f the 7th Guards Mechanized Brigade, supported by two battalions of the 326th
‘Mortar Regiment, which had been attached to the corps for the period of the

offensive, to capture the town of Lepel and hold it until the arrival of units

of the 1st Baltic Army Group. The 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade was turned

from the Bobr area northwest and ordered to push toward the Berezina River,

which it was to cross near Brod.-

While the corps commander was analyzing the situation and issuing orders
_ to the brigades, the chief ¢f ingelligence informed him that according to the
latest reports the corps was opposed by the German 289th, 95th,.and 14th
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Infantry Divisions, as well as small detachments of Viasov forces.* It appeared
that the Gérmans intended to withdraw to Lepel and Borisov, and take up defen-
sive positions along the western bank of the Berezina River.

Earlier, :at 2030 on 26 June, Colonel Kremer had reported that German tanks
and infantry trying to cover the retreat of the panic-stricken 299th and 95th
Infantry Divisions had counterattacked from the Bobr area, After repulsing the
German attack, the forward detachment of the brigade engaged the Germans ¥n the
Staryy Bobr area. Early in the morning of 27 June the chief of staff of the
8th Brigadé¢ informed the corps staff that as of 0300 27 June Bobr was in Soviet

-hands. Soon afterward he reported that the brigade had cut the Minsk-Orsha

highway. The Germans offered strong resistance. The brigade beat off five

- counterattacks, inflicting heavy losses on the Germans.

In the dally operation report to General Chernyakovskiy and General 0slikovskly,
General Obukhov, in addition to summing up the combat successes of the brigades,
also emphasized that with the appearance of the corps units in the rear of the
German forces the morale of the enemy troops had faltered. Large ?roups of
Germans, demoralized by the fast moving mechanized corps, were trying at all
costs to withdraw to the west by side roads. They represented no great danger
to the corps, but still caused considerable inconvenience. There were also i
some close calls, one involving.the corps commander and his staff.

Early in the morning of 26 June, while moving with the 9th Brigade not
far. ‘from Chereya, the corps staff, including the corps commander with his ‘
operations .group, was attacked by about two infantry regiments, some artiliery,
and 25-30 tanks, which were fighting their way from east to west. There were
no combat troops with the staff column, except for ten 1ight tanks of the 1st -
Motorcyc}e Battalion, which at once deployed for combat, together with the staff
personnel. i f :

In other circumstances, reported General Obukhov, the corps staff would
have been totally destroyed, but in this case this did not happen. The Germans
only cut the column in two and hurriedly, in an endless stream, poured through
the breach. Captured prisoners testified that the group’s main task had been -
to cross the ‘road as quickly as possible and not to fight the Soviet troops.

the corps Stafft)

. (After the-incident the corps commanden decided to keep the corps reserve;y1th'

On the morning of 27 June, the main forces of the II] Guards Mephan%zéd

. Corps commenced a decisive drive toward the Berezina River, The:corps:staff '

had worked out detailed instructions and transmitted them to the brigades:
Special emphasis was given to the organization and mission of the forward de-
tachments, which were to push quickly forward, and at all costs capturé the
crossing of the Berezina River. The Chief of Intelligence was ordered to re-
connoiter ‘the river, using all possible means, including the Partisans.

!

* Vlasov, a former Soviet General, was captured by the Germans in 1942 and
agreed to cooperate with them. He organized several units composed of condi-
tgonally released Soviet POWs who fought together with the Wehrmacht against
the Soviets. : ' )
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General Obukhov had ordered the corps to advance toward the Berezina River
in three columns, with the 9th Guards Mechanized and the 35th Guards Tank Bri-
gades in the center, making the main attack, the 7th Guards Mechanized Brigade .
on the right, and the 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade on the left. L

Soon after the start of the advance, Colonel Radionov, commander of the
7th Guards Mechanized Bricade,reported heavy enemy resistance to the west of
Lukom] at Hill 219.0, defended by one battalion of the 210th Infantry Division,
supported by artillery and mortars. At 1100 on 27 June elements of the brigade's
43d Guards Tank Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel H.K. Bhalayev, and the
2d Motorized Battalion under Captain A.F. Alabushev, launched a bold attack against
well-entrenched Germans and forced them to retreat. Despite heavy air strikes
the brigade continued to advance toward its objective. The terrain was difficult,
and the brigade had to cross many small streams on its way.

After reaching the area of the village of Utechye the forward detachment
encountered strong German resistance at Hill 208.2, where a group of about 150
. German :troops lay in ambush. In a short but fierce battle the Germans were
destroyed, and the forward detachment advanced to Kanilovka and Zabolotye, where
" it annihilated about one battalion of enemy troops. ;

0 0 8 8 u6 ut u u nh s ut 0 0 0B

The Germans offered extremely heavy resistance at the approaches to Lepel,
where they had well-prepared fortifications around the bridge across the Essa:
River. The bridge and the western banks of the river were mined and strung with
barbed wire. . : :

During the night of 27/28 July Colonel Radionov prepared his brigade for
an attack and reported to the corps that he had scheduled the assault for early .
in the morning. e :

. . ,

At sunrise on 28 June the main forces of the brigade engaged the Germans
at the outskirts of Lepel, attacking simultaneously from the northeast, east,:
and southwest. Despite a well organized defense system, the Germans were unahle
to offer prolonged resistance. The unexpected arrival of the brigade had so
stunned the defenders that they did not even blow up the bridge. Tanks of the
43d Guards Tank Regiment which first broke into the town disorganized the German _
defenses, and the German troops, leaving behind equipment and heavy arms, turned )
in hasty flight. At 0800 Lepel! was in Soviet hands. =

Shortly afterward the brigade's chief of staff reported to the corps staff
that during the fight for Lepel his brigade had killed 250 enemy troops and cap-
tured 107 prisoners. While waiting for the arrival of units from the 1st Baltic
Army Group, the brigade took up defensive positions, remaining ready to.advance
- to, and cross, the Berezina River east of Bogoml, and after that take Litvichi.

Meanwhile, in the morning of 27 June, the 1st Tank Batta1idn and a company
of machine gunners of the 35th Guards Tank Brigade, had led the ‘brigade's advance
toward Brod. By the end of the day the forward detachment had taken Mostishche,
and the brigade's main forces had reached Troyanovka. : :

At 0930 on 28 June General Aslanov reported that his forward detachment had
crossed the Serguchesniy Canal and reached the Berezina River at about 0900.
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There they found that the partisan brigade had commenced a covering operation
along the entire west bank from Bogoml to south of Brod designed to prevent the
Germans from interfering with the crossing. They were disrupting German com-
munications and movement by blocking road junctions and defiles.
.

Later messages indicated that, immediately after reaching the Berezina,
the forward detachment and a group of partisans who joined it during the advance
started to prepare the crossing. As soon as the main forces of the brigade got
to the river, some units started to cross it, using all available local materials.
At the same time the brigade commander ordered the construction of a bridge.

As soon as the bridge was ready, General Aslanov crossed it first in a staff
car, followed by a truck, an APC, and two towed antitank guns. However, when a
tank started to cross behind them, the bridge collapsed under fts weight. Sub-
machine gunners forded the river, but all ‘the trucks, tanks, and APCs of the
brigade remained on the eastern bank.

This situation at the crossing caused General Dbulkhov considerable concern.
He decided to investigate the situation personally, and started out at once for
the crossing point. Realizing the urgency of crossing the river, and lacking
standard crossing equipment, he ordered the brigade commander to sink two. or

" three tanks in the middle of the Berezina and use them as bridge supports. Thts

elped, but the construction still took a long time because Genman aircraft
epeatedly attacked the crossing site. s

Comment; QObukhov had lost no time in making his own examination of the problems
: being encountered at the river. The.decision'to sacrifice some tanks
could not have been an easy one, since tanks were in short supply. .
. Clearly he considered it of paramount 1mportance to get his forces
acrgss the river and continue the pursuit of: the retreating Germans.
His 'decision and immediate action {1lustrate the aggressive. resource-
: _ful way General Obukhov led his corps. -%,_, -

r. :
'i

While the bridge was under construction a few of the trucks of the submachine o

© gun battalion and of the reconnaissance platoon forded‘the river. Then, when the

bridge was finally ready, the brigade's staff, one tank_ platoon, and a few other

. units crossed. However, the remaining tanks were left ‘dn the east bank, in a

wooded area two k11ometers southwest of the settlement of Pristan, for the '
hrigade had outrun its supply of fuel for them ; - - f

The Gth ‘Guards Mechanized Br1gade:by128 June had not encountered serious

" resistance. Toward the end of the day it concentrated near Rozhno. The forward

detachment, advancing on foot, reached the Berezina Riwer near Brod late that
evening. not far from the place where the 35th Brigaderwas cro§51ng S

Ear?y in the morn1ng of 29 June motorized units of the hr1gade forded the
river and established a bridgehead on the western bank, German' troops retreated
to the dominating hi11s a few kilometers to the west, where they took up defen-
sive positions and started to shell the bridge constructign site near Nivka.

The ‘corps conmander ordered a speed up of bridge oonstruction so that the
main force of the corps might cross the river there and_continue the advance.
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Several reports from the 9th Guards Mechanized Brigade which reached the
corps staff in the afternoon of 29 June were gloomy. At about 1200 engineers
of the 62d Guards Engineer Battalion, assisted by motorized troops, finished
the construction of the multispan bridge site. However, the crossing was
hindered by German air strikes, and the brigade was repeatedly forced to dis-
perse. About 40 bombers hit the area, destroyed the bridge, and caused many
casualties. The brigade commander, Colonel Goryachev, suffered a concussion.
The cormander of the mortar battalion, Major A.V. Varrava, was severely wounded.
A number of other officers were killed or wounded. :

As soon as the bombers Teft, the engineers tried to repair damages, but
the Luftwaffe returned a few hours later and again destroyed whatever had been
repaired.

During 28 and 29 June the corps chief of engineers had reported fregquently
to General Qbukhov about the difficulties the corps was facing trying to cross
the Berezina River. In turn similar messages were sent by the corps to the

.anny group. In his oral and written reports to General Chernyakhovskiy, Gene-
ral Obukhov stressed that when the corps reached the Berezina River on 28 June
it did not have any crossing equipment at all. All permanent bridges in the
area had been destroyed by the retreating Germans. The river itself could be
reached only after crossing swamps several kilometers wide. To move the
vehicles, heavy arms, and equipment across the river it had had to start building
bridges from material available locally. The Luftwaffe made an all-out effort
to prevent the corps from crossing. The corps lacked AAA means, and the air
cover was inadequate. Al1 the efforts of the engineers were in vain because
the Luftwaffe quickly destroyed whatever they built. Fording the river with
equipment and heavy arms was very difficult if not impossible, not only because
of constant air strikes, but also due to the depth of the river. The most dif-
ficult situation was in the Babitsy-Uskromye sector, where the 9th Guards
Mechanized and 35th Guards Tank Brigades were committed.

A more encouraging situation developed in the sector of the 8th Guards
Mechanized -Brigade, advancing on the left flank of the Corps. The brigade
reached the Berezina River in the Brod area on 28 June, and, despite Luftwaffe
attacks, was able to build a bridge for trucks and tanks and cross the river
with its main forces,

.0On 29 June Colonel Kremer reported the following to the corps commander:

1. Small groups of enemy infantry and some roaming tanks are with-
drawing toward the south and southwest without offering any serious
resistance. From 1400 to 2300 on 28 June the Luftwaffe bombed our
crossing and combat deployment. In 45 sorties the enemy dropped 60
bombs. ' '
2. Carrying out its mission, the brigade is crossing the Berezina
River. By 1500 on 28 June it had reached Vintsevatava and captured
Sumrachevo and Kamenitsa. Ten self-propelled SU-76 assault guns are
in the area northwest of Brod.
3. My decision is to dismount the infantry and continue to carry out
the mission.
4. Request air fighter cover of the crossing site. Badly in need of
fuel, lubricants and ammunition.

Signed: Kremer*

* AN, Samsonov, Ot Vblgi do Baltiki (Moscow, 1973), p. 246.
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In the morning of 29 June General Chernyakhovskiy sent the following order
to General Obukoy:

The forces of the 3d Byelorussian Army Group have concluded
the first stage of the operation aimed at the deep breakthrough
of the enemy defenses. |
During the past five days five enemy infantry divisions have '
been annihilated and heavy losses inflicted on eight others.
In our sector, the enemy does not have any large reserves left.
He tried to stop our advance with small isolated units. In view
of this situation there is an opportunity to turn the initial
success of the army group into an utter rout of the enemy. This
task should, in the first place, be accomplished by mobile troops.
Our nejghboring army groups have also won great victories. On
the left the 1st Byelorussian Army Group has broken through enemy
def?hsez and captured Osipovichi and Staryy Dorosh.
ordef.
1. fommander of the I1I Guards Mechanized Corps: dur1ng
29 June to complete the crossing of the Berezina River and by!
the end of the day capture Zadorye, Zherdyazhye, and Veretey:
Then, in é swift thrust, by the end of 30 June take Starinki,
Tya, Dunay, and Kraysk, and by the end of 1 July the railroad
center at Molodechno and the railroad station at Vileyka.
. 2. Commander of the 1II Guards Cavalry Corps: complete,
. the crossing of the Berezina River during 29 June, and by thé’
end of the day capture Slagovishche, lagaysk, and Ganevichi,
Then by.the end of 30 June in a swift thrust seize RadoshkOV1ch1
Petrishki, and Ugluany, and continue to advance in the d1rect10n
of Volozhkin.
3. -On the right, the 1st Baltic Army Group w1}1 continue
its advance.. On the left, the Fifth Tank Army is' crossing the
Berezina Raver and is advanc1ng toward Minsk.

Signed: Commander, 3d Byelorussian Army Group, General of the
Army Chernyakhovskiy
Chief of Staff of the Army Group, L1eutenant General
Pokrovskiy
Member of the Military Council of the Army Group,
Lieutenant General Makarov.

After receiving this order, Genera1 Obukhov directed all corps units which
had not yet crossed the Berezina to assemblie in the Brod area, and cross the

7 river there on the bridges already constructed. He also instructed the comman-

der of the corps artillery to concentrate all available antiaircraft artillery
in the Brod area to protect the crossing from ‘German afir str1kes

Units and sub-units which had already crossed the Berezina were ordered to
advance westward without stopping, despite the increasingly severe shortage of
fuel. During the previous five days of constant advance and combat the Corps
had advanced over 180 kilometers and used up almost all of its fuel. Now fuel
would have to be brought in from the army group depots.

By the time the order was received, the 7th Guards Mechanized Brigade, which
had finally been relieved at Lepel, was on its way on the road to Bogoml.

71




OSD/JS Final Response for 16-F-0292
Page 80 of 214

Reaching the river on 30 June it found that the 277th Rifle Division had arrived
the qay before and forced a crossing during the night with the aid of the local
partisans, capturing a bridge at Kalnik and enveloping the German defenders.

Crossing the river on the bridge, the brigade proceeded west, and assisted
the 277th Rifle Division in capturing Bogoml. '

The 35th Guards Tank Brigade and the 8th Guards Mechanized Brigade on 30
June joined the 144th and 371st Rifle Divisions, which had crossed the Bereziga
Jjust north and south of Lake Palik. Together these forces routed the German
defenders of Mstizh, Borovlyan, Lisino, and Stypin, and cut the highway between
Bogom1 and Borisov. By nightfall the lead elements of the Il Guards Mechanized
Corps were already 25-30 kilometers beyond the Berezina River.

On 1 Jduly, after the 1ast elements of the corps had crossed the Berezina
River, the corps commander received the following communication from Supreme
Commander Stalin:

To the Commander of the IIl Guards Mechanized Corps Lieutenant
General of Tank Troops Obukhov.

This is to express my gratitude to you and to all corps person-
nel for the excellent work done. I am sure that in the future the
corps will carry out its combat mission with the same boldness and
confidence.

Signed: Stalin

A few days later, on 6 July, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR

awarded General Obukhov the title of Hero of the Soviet Union, the order of Lenin,
and the Gold Star Medal for his excellent leadership in the operation.

General Comments

1. The Soviet Command placed great emphasis on secrecy while moving the III
Mechanized Corps to the front. It did not want the Germans to learn either that
a new tank formation was assigned to the 3d Byelorussian Army Group or where
reinforcements were deployed, for this might have given the enemy a clue as to
the direction of the main effort and an approximate date for the start of the
offensive. (The Soviets would not move a mechanized formation to the front just
to reinforce the defense.)

The redeployment of the mechanized corps from the Tula area (near Moscow)
to the concentration, waiting, and jump-off areas at the front was well concealed.
The concealment methods used were widely practiced in other Soviet operations,
but it is doubtful that they would be as effective -now as they were during the
war. A1l movements and assembly were conducted under cover of darkness. During
the planning period no operation orders or directives were issued in writing.
‘No radio communication was permitted, and telephone communication was limited to
a bare minimum. Until the last possible moment the mission of the corps was not
revealed to officers below brigade commanders and their staffs. Even the corps
commander, after the arrival with his troops in the army group area was told by
General Chernyakhovskiy during the first visit only the general outlines of the
operation., ({Perhaps Chernyakhovskiy himself did not have the plans ready. It
was still three weeks before the start of the offensive.)
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Drastic efforts:td conceal troop movements and their deployment played a
great role in achieving surprise and success. It should be expected that such
efforts would also be of paramount importance in contemporary Soviet military
strategy.

2. The Soviet practicé of organizing mixed cavalry-mechanized mobile groups
did not work very well:.in this operation.

The Soviets belidved that in terrain with forests, marshes, or rivers, -
where movement would be difficuit for mechanized formations, it was desirable,
to organize groups combining cavalry and mechanized units. As a rule the cava]ﬁy
commander, as the combined arms commander, was in command of the combined forcek.

In accordance with this doctrine this operation appeared to call for the .
use of a cavalry-mechanized group. There were several rivers to cross, incluéihg
the Berezina, with its swampy banks, as well as marshes, woods, and lakes scats
tered through the area. However, in practice the group as such was a failure.
The mechanized corps was able to advance independently and rapid1y._.;enéra1 §
Obukhov in his report of the operation considered that his subordindtion to-
General Oslikovskiy had hindered the operation. He had in fact repdtted directly
to the army group commander, as well as to General Oslikovskiy, and during thé
battle had received his orders directly from General Chernyakovskly.  Thus the
comnand role of the commander of the cavalry-mechanized group was not only dimi-
nished but unclear. General Obukhov reported that he had received several
"unfortunate" orders from General Oslikovskiy. This reached critical proportions
a few days after the Berezina crossing (and after the perigd considered in this
study) when General ObUkhov informed General Chernyakovskiy, “Operations of the
corps are being shackléd by the cavalry /Oslikovskiy/. I am taking the initia-
tive. /i.e., I will tike no more orders from Oslikovskiy./"  General Chernyakov-
skiy concurred and periitted him to operate independently. The cavalry-
mechanized group was disbanded.

3. The role of Marshil Vasilevskiy, the representative df the Stavka of the
Supreme Command,.is interesting. As the coordinator of the operatigns of three
army groups he had behind him the command authority of the supreme commander.
Although in theory as well as in practice it was the commander of the army group
who exerc;ﬂed theé command and control, made final decisions and had the ultimate
responsibifity for thé outcome of the operation, he discussed and coordinated
all major decisions with the representative of the Stavka and took his advice
into account. The répresentative of the Stavka had the power to countermand any
order issued by the army group commander. This happened seldom if ever. It
should be fidted that while Marshal Vasilevskiy discussed the operation with
General Obukhov and briefed him, all orders were issued by General Chernyakhovskiy.

4. Marshal Vasilevskiy'sdirective (Tater probably issued in the form of an order
by the army group commander) that in order to continue a rapid advance the

mechanized corps should not engage jn.combat with small Gevman units, but bypass
them, was very important and is relevant to contemporary Soviet military thinking.

5. The flexibility and initiative of senior commanders was well 11lustrated.

On 23 June, shortly after the mechanized corps started to advance close behind the
infantry, it turned out that it would be more advantageous to commit it in another
sector, Thus General Oslikovskiy (probably with General Obukhov's concurrence
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if not advice) ordered the corps to redeploy. Obviously to move an entire
corps laterally in the immediate rear of an attacking army was a difficult
maneuver. But the proper commitment of the mechanized corps was so critical
that it was considered necessary to shift it. Of course, it should be assumed
that in a decision of this kind the commanders of the Fifth Army and of the
?d18¥e1osussian Army Group must have been involved or, perhaps, they even
nitiated it.

Some other decisions were also noteworthy. It was the 8th Mechanized
Brigade on the main axis which was to take Senno. However, when it encountered
heavy resistance and started to advance more slowly than the 9th Mechanized
Brigade, which was on the secondary axis, it was the 9th Brigade which was
ordered to take, and did take, Senno, whereas the 8th Brigade was directed to
attack southwestward. During the course of the operation the main effort and
the units deployed along that axis were changed. When the situation demanded,
a mechanized brigade (the 7th) was ordered to take Lepel, an important road
center and German resistance point, although it was in the zone of another

army group.

6. Difficulties encountered in crossing the Berezina River were by no means
unique in Soviet experience in World War 1I. Crossing (assault crossing) rivers
and establishing bridgeheads on the far side was and is, in the Soviet view, a
decisive factor in any successful offensive. The crossing operation of the II1
Mechanized Corps shows the importance the Soviet command places on getting to
the river before the defenders could establish a defense line there.

While it is unlikely that in a future war the Soviets would find themselves
required to. resort to improvizations to cross a river, their performance here
is indicative of their ability to do so. " General Obukhov, who decided to sacri-
fice several tanks by sinking them in the river for use as bridge piers, not only
showed a Jot of imagination but made a correct tactical decision, Weighing
whichwas more important--the few tanks(which.were in short supply) or getting
his forces across the river rapidly--he opted for the second.

7. During combat, communications between the brigades and the corps were good.
The corps commander was always well briefed. Not only General Obukhov, but his
brigade commanders as well, appear to have been fine combat officers, able to
make the right decision on the spot, not afraid to make decisions, and showing
2 lot of initiative. ' -

During the advance the corps and brigade commanders positioned themselves
near the forward elements so that they could observe the battlefield better and
quickly intervene personally when necessary.

8. Partisans played a substantial role in this operation. They were able to
tie up substantial German forces (thus preventing their use in counterattacks),
provided good intelligence, and guided the advancing Soviet troops to their
ocbjectives. However, in spite of their strength and favorable terrain, the par-
tisans were unable by themselves tc capture and hold bridgeheads, but their
activities along the Berezina River helped the Soviet troops to cross it with
minimal losses.
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IV

BREAKTHROUGH OPERATIONS AND ADVANCE OF THE SOVIET
XV RIFLE CORPS SOUTH OF BRODY IN THE UKRAINE
14-18 July 1944

General Situation and Mission
of XV Rifle Corps

In the middle of April 1944, the Sixtieth Army of the 1st Ukrainian Anwy
Group, commanded by Colonel Genera1 P.A. Kurochkin, successfully concluded
offensive operations. in the Ukraine west of the Dnieper River, and temporarily
turned to defense. During the next three months the army's units perfected
their defenses and trained strenuously for the next offensive.

At the beginning of June the Commander of the 1st Ukrainian Army Group,
Marshal Ivan S. Konev, submitted to the Supreme Hepdguarters in Moscow a plan
for .the summer offensive. With some amendments the pIan was approved on 24
June 1944; .

The 1st Ukrainian Army Group was ordered tp strike toward Rava Russka and
Lvov. The Sixtieth Army was to regroup for the offensive between 29 June and
7 July into a zone 27 kilometers wide. {Map 7.)

On 29 June General Kurochkin, Commander of the Sixtieth Army, ordered
Major General P.V. Tertyshnyy, Commander of the XY Rifle Corps, moving only at
night between 7 and 9 July, to proceed to the new concentration area between
Seretets {excl.), and Zalozhtsy Nove (excl.) and the forest east of Bashuki.
arriving at the new area at 0400 on 9 July.

On 7 July, while the Sixtieth Army was regrouping, Marshal Konev summoned
Kurochkin to his headquarters to discuss the forthcom1ng operat1on The Six-
tieth Army was to be committed on the main axis of the army group. ' Its left
w1ng, in cooperation with the Thirty-eighth Army on its left, was: %o make the
main attack, breaking through the enemy defense on 2 10- kilometer;front between

. the southern edge of the woods two kilometers south of Gnidava to Bzovitsa and

advancing rapidly toward Zolochev and Lvov. The mobile group of the 1st Ukrain-
ian Army Group, the Third Guards Tank Army, would be committed through the
breach to exploit the breakthrough and take part in the destruction of enemy

) forces in the Lvov area.

General Kurochkin had decided to deploy his army in two echelons, having
three corps in the first and one in the second. On the right, the XXIII Rifle
Corps, composed of two divisions, would make the secondany effort in the 17
kilometer sector from Podkamen to the woods two kilometers south of Gnidava.

To the left of it the main attack would be delivered by ghe XY and XXVIII Rifle
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Corps in a ten kilometer ' sector between the southern edge of the woods two
kilometers south of Gnidava and Bzovitsa (excl.}. The ¥VI Rifle Corps would
form the isecond echelon. If the main effort was successful, part of the XV
and XXVILI Rifle Corps would be diverted to assist the XXIII Rifle Corps in
encirgling and destroying German troops around Brody.

il .
‘Having been summoned the evening before by Army Chief of Staff Major
General G.A. Ter-Gasparyan, at 0900 on 8 July General Tertyshnyy reported at
army headguarters and, with the army commander and othep.corps commanders,
proceeded to the front Tine for reconnaissance. While they were in the field

General Kurochkin assigned each corps its combat mission. Detailed orders
were squ to the corps the foliowing day. General Tertyshnyy was told:

C Tée XV Rifle Corps, composed of the 148th, 322d, and 336th

Rifle Divisions, will break through the German defenses in.the

sector Hi11 3750-Krugla Hi11 (frontage 5.5 kilometers), direct

its mafn effort toward Perepelniki, Trostsyanets Maly, and

Skvarzava, and, in cooperation with the XXVIII Rifle Corps,

destroy the enemy in that area (Map 8). The corps's immediate

objective is to reach the line Kruguv-Perepelniki, next to con-

tinue to advance toward Skvarzava, and by the end of the day

capture Sasov, Yelekhovitse, and Zolochev. Forward detachments

of the divisions will reach the line ZhuTitsethiqujtse.

~ The army commander suggested that the corps should deplpy in two echelons,

with two ¥ifle divisions in the first and one in the second.'-He also stressed
the corps’s responsibility for creating and securing a cgrridgr through the
German defense zone through which the Third Guards Tahk’ﬁnny;wouId pass in order
to exploit the breakthrough. He pointed out that 'during the battle for the
German first and second defense zones, a depth of about 25 kilometers, the
forward brigades of the IX Mechanized Corps of the Third Guards Tank Army would
advance with the combat rifle formations of the first echelon divisions to con-
duct reconnaissance and to secure the routes of advance gf the tank army through

the breakthrough sector. R
" On the right, the XXIII Rifle Corps was to break fhroﬁgh tﬁé;enemy defenses

in a 17 kilometen sector, and advance in the direction ‘of Batkuv and Penyaki,

pyshing the enemy toward the northwest. Toward the end of the first day of the

qffensive the XXIIT Rifle Corps was to reach the tine MquThiﬁ'(four kilometers
north of'foboch)-Pobochj:Bur. SRR o

On the 1eff. the XXVIII Rifle Corps was tc'break through the enemy defenses

ot

| . on a four:and a half kilometer front. The corps was to advance in the general
direction of Podiiptse, and by the end of the first day nf combat reach the line

Folvarkt-Zarvanitsa-Pluguv.

GeneFaT'Kurochk1n pointed out the boundaries betweeﬁ the XV and XXIII and
XV and xxyIII Rifle Corps on the site and on the map. ' :

Whilé General Tertyshnyy was with the army commander the chiefs of his corps
intelligence and operations branches were briefed by varipus army staff officers
on such matters as German defenses and disposition, terrdin, roads, and communi-
cations. Thus, when he returned to his headquarters the corps staff was ready to
furnish the necessary data for his preliminary decision.

T
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As soon as General Tertyshnyy was back at his cemmand post he summoned his
deputy for political affairs, chief of staff, chief of operations, chief of
Intelligence, and chiefs of arms and services, and informed them about the new
mission. Then, for the benefit of all present he asked the operaticns officer
to report on the terrain in the sector of corps advance. ;

On the basis of the information given him by the army staff anJ the corps
chiefs of engineers and intelligence, the chief of operations reported that the
XV Rifle Corps would be advancing over very uneven terrain. Although the hills
were jess than 400 meters high, there were many rivers and streams, flowing in
all directions. The land on the German side of the front line was Righer than
that occupied by the Soviet troops. This ensured the enemy excellent observation
of all Soviet activities. The German defenses could be overlooked from Soviet
observation points in only a few isolated sectors. '

About five to six kilometers behind the front line and back to the Sasov-
Zolochev line, the operations officer indicated on a 1:250,000 map, the area was
almost totally wooded. ~However, there were many tracks through the forests which
were suitable for movement of all types of vehicles and combat equipment. .

To the west of the Sasov-Zolochev line the terrain was flat and dotted with
groves. There were only a few low hills. The marshy banks of the Zlochuvka
River represented‘a serious obstacle for tanks, artillery, and vehicles.

The road system in the area was poor. In the sector of advance of the XV
Rifle Corps there,was only one dirt road and one truck road. Most aqf the settle-
ments were located in depressions. In the villages houses were of ddobe covered
with thatch. In fowns, most of the buildings were one story, made of brick.

i ! :
The ground in the gntire area was rich loam. When it rained it quickly
became sodden andithe rpads became almost impassable for vehicles.*;

The chief of -intelligence next reported that in the preceding three months
the German Command, using its own troops and the local population, had constructed
a massive defense;system. In the corps sector along the line of advance toward
Lvov three defense zones had been built. The main defense zone was four to six
kilometers deep and had: three to four lines of trenches connected by a network
of communication trenches. The first trench of the main defense zone ran without
a break on the slopes of the hills facing the Soviet troops along the eastern and
southeastern outskirts of Gnidava, the eastern slopes of Hi1l 375.0, the southern
outskirts of Donbrova, and eastern slopes of Hill 396.0, the eastern edge of the
grove north of 0leyuv, and continued along the northern and eastern outskirts of
Byalokernitsa. ' {

‘The second tiench, not continuous, was constricted some 200 to:300 meters to
the rgar of the first trench. The third was one or two kilometers %ehind the
-second. ; : ;

T

'

* During the first seven days of the Soviet offensive it rained heavily. The
roads and trails were very bad, and movements of all types of vehicles were
extremely difficult. This hampered maneuver of rifle units as well as the effec-
tive utilization of heavy combat equipment.

*

78 :

"
5
L,
L,
L
L
L
L,
Ly
L,
L,
o
A
t:
:
I




'ﬂ%-'@-'}ﬁl 3

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

mp— v ’ " OSDfISFmarResponse for 16-F-0292
: Page 87 of 214

There were dugouts, foxholes for men, and ammunition storage bays scattered
along the first and second. trenches, All the trenches had specially constructed
machine gun emplacements., Some of the emplacements were protected by wooden
ceilings of one or two layers of logs covered with earth. Some segments of
trenches also had log covers to protect the men from shells and mine splinters.

Between 50 and 200 meters in front of the first trench were combat outposts.
There were trenches and foxholes connected with the first main trench by communi-
cation trenches. Also, about 50 meters in front of their first trench the Germans

‘had set up four lines of barbed wire reinforced in many places by concertinas.

Approaches to the barbed wire were covered by antitank and antipersonnel mine- °
fields. In addition, the Germans had laid antitank minefields on probable lines
of Soviet tank approach in front of the main zone as well as in the depth of
their defense. At numerous points along the first trench and up to 40 meters to
its rear there were earth-and-timber machine gun piliboxes.

In forest openings deep inside their defense system the Germans had built
log obstacles which they later mined. Also, bridges, segments of roads, houses,
and farm buildings were either mined or prepared for mining.

. The second defense zone was nine to ten Kilometers behind the front line.
The first trench of this zone ran along the 1ine Kruguv-Nushche-Volchkovtse. The
zone was not so well organized as the first zone. The third defense zone was
sti11 under construction along the line Sasov-Zolochev. On the left bank of the
Western Bug River and pn the left bank of the Zlochuvka River the Germans had
prgpared switch Positions

Zo1ochev, Sasov. and other settlements in the defense zone had been turned
into powerful strongpoints. Around these settlements the Germans dug trenches
connected by communication trenches. An inner defense zone was organized. pre-
ferably at the settlement outskirts in solid buildings. Artillery and heavy
maching gquns also were deployed in and around the strongpoints. All trenches
and other positions in easily approachable sectors were protected by two lines
of barbed wire and concertinas. There was no information on minefields but these
were to be expected.

The first trench and the outpost positions were defended by groups of sub-
machine gunners reinforced by machine gun squads. At night, the submachine gun--
ners in the first trench were reinforced by infantry elements from the second
trench. In the second trench the Germans deployed about 2/3 of the forces of
the regiments of the first echelon. In the third trench they deéployed the regi-
mental reserves.

The sector in which the Soviet XV Rifle Corps was to advance was defended
by the 313th Infantry Regiment of the 349th Infantry Division. The regiment had
two infantry battalions and one artillery and ane mortar battery. Each battalion
consisted of three infantry companies, 100 men each, and one heavy weapons company.
In reserve were the 349th Field Reserve Battalion in the Kruguv area, and the
349th Reconnaissance Battalion in the Perepelniki area. N

As operational reserves the Germans had three divisions in the rear: the

_ 14th $S Galician Infantry Division in the Sasov area and to the north of it; the

8th Panzer Division {120-130 tanks) in the Byaly Kamen and Zolochev areas; and
the 1st Panzer Division in the area south of P1uguv
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The 8th Panzer and 14th SS Infantry Divisions might be committed against
the XV Rifle Corps during the first day of the offensive. The 1st Panzer Divi-
sion, deployed 12" to 15 kilometers to the south of the corps axis, could be
committed against the XV Rifle Corps only if the advance of the Soviet Thirty-
eighth Army on the left failed. '

On the whole, during the battle for the main defense zone the corps advance
could be resisted by four to five infantry battalions, seventeen to twenty
artillery batteries, and up to twenty tanks and assault guns. The commitment of
German operational reserves could be expected in the second defense zone on the
line Kurguv-Nushche.

Air superiority was on the side of the Soviets, whose planes significantly
exceeded those of the Luftwaffe in the lst Ukrainian Army Group zone. The
corps would be supported by 121 aircraft of the 8th Guards Ground Attack Air
Division.

In infantry and artillery strength the force ratio initially favored the
Soviets by about 5 or 6 to 1. As shown on the order of battle (Figure 3) the
XV Rifle Corps had three rifle divisions, each composed of three rifle regiments
of seasoned troops and an artillery regiment. Since each regiment had three
battalions, there'were 27 rifle battalions. Rifle companies were in good shape,
with 80 to 90 men.each. The corps artillery organization and weapon strengths
are shown in Figures 4 and 5, adapted from Soviet sources. There were 853 guns
and mortars 76mm and larger in the corps, 55 M-13 multiple rocket launchers, and
34 ‘tanks and self-propelied assault guns. However, when second echelons and

reserves were committed, the Germans had more tanks and artillery than the Soviets.

But this was only temporary. Once the breakthrough of the first and second
defense zones was-accomplished, the Soviet Third Guards Tank Army was to be com-
mitted in the corps sector.

Pecision of the Corps Commander

Soon after this staff meeting, General Tertyshnyy reached the preliminary
decisions as to how the attack should be made, and issued preliminary orders to
the division comtanders and commanders of independent units at a meeting in his
headquarters.

The corps would deliver its main effort with its left flank {the 322d Divi-
sfon) toward Perepelniki, Trostsyanets Maly, and Skvarzava. The 336th and 3224
Rifle Divisions would be in the first echeion, and the 14Bth Rifle Division in
the second. :

The initial Corps objective was eight to ten kilometers behind the German
front 1ine. The final objective for the day was 25-26 kilometers behind, and
‘included the capture of Zolochev (Map 8).

General Tertyshnyy:advised the division commanders that shertly before the
main attack commenced the first echelon divisions would have to send their for-
ward battalions to carry out combat reconnaissance. The division commanders
were also told that after the completion of the breakthrough of the hostile
tactical defense area (first and second defense zones), the mobile group of
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Figure 3
XV RIFLE CORPS
Order of Battle, 9 July 1944

148th Rifle Division
908th Rifle Regiment
914th Rifle Regiment
496th Rifle Regiment
326th Artillery Regiment
322d Rifle Division
1085th Rifle Regiment
1087th Rifle Regiment
1089th Rifle Regiment
B86th Artillery Regiment
336th Rifle Division
1128th Rifle Regiment
1130th Rifle Regiment
1132d Rifle Regiment
909th Artillery Regiment
Attached:
59th Tank Regiment (22 T-34 tanks)
~ 1827th Self Propelled Assault Gun Regiment (two batteries)(eight SAU-152)
.1889th Self Propelled Assault Gun Regiment (one battery)(four SAU-76)
33d Gun Artillery Brigade L
115th Gun Artillery Brigade
_50th Howitzer Artillery Brigade
108th Heavy Howitzer Artillery Brigade
138th Mortar Regiment
98th Multiple Rocket Launcher Regiment
7th Guards Tank Destroyer Artillery Brigade
408th Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment
640th Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment
1178th Tark Destroyer Artillery Regiment
1 1593d Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment
One assault engineer battalion
- Supporting: :
. 39th Gun Artillery Brigade (Sixtieth Army Artillery Group}
37th Light Artillery Brigade {Sixtieth Army Artillery Group)
616th Mortar Regiment (IX Mechanized Corps, Third Guards Tank Army)
108th Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment (Third Guards Tank Army) -
91st Multiple Rocket Launcher Regiment (Third Guards Tank Army¥ .
441st Multiple Rocket Launcher Battalion (IX Mechanized Corps, Third Guards
Tank Army) - ' .
Artillery of the 359th Rifle Division (98 guns and mortars)
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Pigure 4. suviel XY Kitie Lorps Mrtillery Units and Strenglhs, July 1944

Total Guns
and Mortars
Mortars Guns Including] Minus
. 76mn | 76mn 76nm - 45 and 45 and
B820un [120mm |45un |5 7m [(Regt) | (Riv) |(German) |105mm |1220m {152mn 203mm [57mn Guns|57nen Guns
336th Rifle Div Sector
Division Arty 46 13 {29 -- 7 22 .4 .- 12 -- - 133 104
Attached: : -
138th Mortar Regt -- 6| - -- -- -- -- -- -- ~- -—- 36 36
- Supporting:
33d Arty Bde e HE L T O T T — 6 - 36 36
7th GTD Arty Bde -- -~ | -- 20 - 40 .- -~ -- - - 6Q 40
408th TD Arty Regt - - -~ == -- 24 -- - e - -- 24 24
359th Rifle Div Arty 53. 15 | ~= - - 14 - 4 12 -- -- 98 g8
616th Mortar Regt, .
IX Mczd Corps o B - e = - . - = == | _3% 35
TOTAL 99 99 | 29 20 7 100 4 4 77 38 - 422 373
322d Rifle Div Sector :
2 Division Arty 42 14 | 30 -- 8 20 4 4 8 -- -- 130 100
Attached:
50th ilow Arty Bde T I - - 84 D B4 84
Supporting: .
155th Arty Bde -- -- -- - -- - - - .- 36 - 36 36
108th Hvy How Arty
Bde (-1 bn) el - -- - - - 12 12 12
148th Rifle Div Arty 47 15 | 28 1 8 20 3 3 12 -- -- 137 108
108th T Arty Regt, ’
IX Mczd Corps -- - |- -- - 24 - -- - - - 24 24
640th TD Arty Regt -- - ~- -- -- 24 Coe- - -- -- -- 24 24
117Bth TD Arty Regt -- -- -~ - -- 24 -- - -- -- -- 24 24
1593d TD Arty Regt 5 = e = - 8 == - - - - | _20 20 \
TOTAL 89 29 | 58 1 16 132 7 7104 36 1z 49] 432 i
R/L
Corps Artillery Group - -
98th G MuTt R/L Regt 23 R/L M-13 23
91st G Mult R/L Regt,
Third G Tank Army 24 R/L M-13 24
4415t G Mult R/L Bn . '
IX Mczd Corps 8 R/L M-13 8
Army Arty Gp Sub-Gp e S S 4 = .= - 16 .- 48 a8 __
CORPS Z0KE TOTAL 188 128 87 21 3 264 i1 11 128 8 12 961 53 53
Units of Fire 2.25 2.25 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.0/2.3 1.0
Rounds 270 180 294 294 168 120/138 40
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Figure 5. Soviet XV Rifle Corps Weapons Strengths
18 July 1944
Divisions Corps
_Armament
148th 322d - 336th Tota]
hine Guns ‘ _
rlaL‘ight - 189 207 193 597
Heavy - B0 65 58 .. 183
Antiaircraft 17 ) 17... 16 50
Mortars: .
ot 82mm 47 42 46 135
120mm 15 14 13 42
Guns and Howitzers: )
45mm 28 30 29 - 87
57mm 1 - - 1
75mm* 3 4 4 1
76mm (rgt) 8 8 7 23
76m (div) 20 20 22 62
105mm 3 4 ‘ - 7
122mm 12 . 8 12 32
IAntitank Rifle 65 104 50 219
i *Captured German weapons
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the 1st Ukrainian Army Group, the Third. Guards Tank Army, would be committed to
combat from the Sasov-Yasionovtse line. However, in order to conduct reconnais-
sance and secure passage for the tank army through the breakthrough corridor,
the forward brigades of the tank army would be operating in the respective sec-
tors of the rifle division of the first echelon from the start of the operation,
coordinating their movements through representatives with the division staff.

After making his preliminary plan known to those present, General Tertyshnyy
issued several instructions dealing with preparation of troops for the forth-
coming operation. He also informed all concerned that on 9 and 10 July he, to-
gether with division commanders, commanders of attached and reinforcing units and

formations, and several staff officers, would reconnoiter the terrain in the sec-
tor of the corps advance.

During the next two days corps headquarters issued instructions defining in
great detail the missions of the rifle divisions and attached and supporting
units. The corps commander and his staff worked out with subordinate echelons
the problems concerning cooperation among the rifle divisions, and between the
rifle divisions and artillery, tank brigades, self-propelled guns, and engineers.

During the reconnaissance General Tertyshnyy assigned the first echelon divi-
sions routes of advance from their concentration areas to the front 1ine, and
gave their commanders the exact time when they would have to relieve the units
of the 246th Rifle Division of the Thirteenth Army presently deployed in defense.

¥,

Preparations for;the Qffensive

Guided by the corps commander's decision, between 8 and 12 July Chief of Staff
Colonel G.G. Andreyuk, wprking with the artillery commander and his staff and the
chiefs of services, preppred the operations schedule, the operation order for the
the offensive, order of farch, table of call signals, several possible alterna-
tives for commitment of the corps's second echelon, the timetable for artillery
movements during the battle, and directives for the rear seérvices, .reconnaissance,

- antiaircraft defense, communication, and ammunttion availability.

For the preparation phase, the corps command post was established at'Byaloglovsh-
chizna, six kilometers from the front 1ine. During the advance, the corps comman-
der Elanned to move it first to Khomysh, and later to the forest two kilometers
south of Oberlyasuv. The second echelon of the corps staff was set quaf the out-
skirts of Gaye Roztotske, two kilometers northeast of Zalozhtsy Nove.' The obser-
vation point of the corps commander was set up at a hill three kilometers west

- of Zalozhtsy Stare, about two and a half kilometers from the front line.

In the afternoon of 10 July, the rifle divisions received from the corps staff
a written operation order for attack. It directed that the 336th Rifle Division
(Commander, Colonel M.A. Ignachev), on the right, with the 138th Mortar Regiment,
one tank company of the 59th Tank Regiment (ten T-34 tanksg. and one battery of
the 1827th Self-Propelled Assault Gun Regiment (four SAU-152) attached, would
deliver its main blow with its left flank toward Barbuzuv and the northern out-
skirts of Nushche, break through the German defenses in thé sector from Hil1l 375.0
to Hi11 396.0, and, in cpoperation with the 322d Rifle Division, destroy the enemy
in his main defense zone. The initial objective was the line from Kruguv to
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Hi11 355,0. By the end of the first day the division was to capture the line
Sasov-Yelekhovitse, and its forward detachment was to take the gquarry two and
a half kilometers northwest of Zhulitse and Hi1) 257.0. The assignments of
units are shown on Figure 6.

Assigned to support but not attached to the 336th Rifle Division were the
33d Gun Artillery Brigade, the 408th Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment, the
616th Mortar Regiment of the IX Mechanized Corps, and artillery of the 359th
Rifle Division ?from the army commander's reserve). In addition to its own
104 guns and mortars 76mm and larger, the division had 36 mortars attached and
233 guns and mortars supporting, making a grand total of 373 tubes. Figures
7 and 8 show the availability of ammunition for the attack. j

The commander of the 336th Rifle Division was responsible for securing the
Junction with the XXIII Rifle Corps on his right. The 322d Rifle Division was
responsible for the boundary on the left.

The division's command post was to be established in the Krutkuv Gay area,

four kilometers from the front line. The dividing line between the 336th Rifle

Division and the XXIII Rifle Corps would run about the line Zalozhtsy Nove-
Manayuv-Kruguv-Xoltuv-Sasov {excl.)-Byaly Kamen.

Between the 336th Rifle Division and 322d Rifle Division the boundary ran from

the brickyard (excl.) through Hi11 396.0 to Nushche, Yelekhovitse, and
Pochapy.

The 322d Rifle Division (Commander, Colonel P.N. Lashchenko), with the 50th
Howitzer Artillery Brigade, one tank company of the 59th Tank Regiment (12
T-34 tanks), and two batteries of self-propelled assault guns, one each from
the 1827th and' 1889th Self-Propelled Assault Gun Regiments (four SAU-152 and
four SAU-76) attached, would make the main effort. In close cogperation with
the divisions on its flanks it was to break through the enemy defenses between

Hi11 396.0 and Krugla Hill, continue to advance toward Perepelniki and Zolochev,
and annihilate the enemy in his main defense zone. The initial objective was to

be the western edge of the grove one and a half kilometers west of Perepelniki.
Toward the end of the day the division would capture Zolochev, and its forward
detachments should reach the railroad and highway crossing two and a half kilo-
meters west of Zolochev.

The advance‘of the 322d Rifle Division would be supported by the 155th Gun .
Artillery Brigade, the 2d and 3d Battalions of the 108th Heavy Howitzer Artil-
lery Brigade, artillery of the 148th Rifle Division {corps second echelon), and
the 108th, 640th, 1178th, and 1593d Tank Destroyer Artiilery Regiments, none of
the units to be attached to the division. In addition to its own 100 guns and
mortars 76mm and larger, the division had B4 attached and 248 supporting guns

and mortars, for a total of 432 tubes. Thus on the 2.1 kilometer front assigned

to the 322d Rifle Division there was an average of 206 tubes per kilometer of
front. This was more than in the 336th Rifle Division sector, where 373 guns
and mortars were concentrated in 3.4 kilometers, an average of 109 tubes per

kilometer of front. é

The division's command post was to be established at the ravine one and a

half kilometers southwest of Trostsyanets (two and a half kilometers from the
front line). -
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Figure 7. Soviet XV Rifle Corps Weapons Ammunition Availability A . '

13 June 1944 !
i} ' Weapons t]j:??sl s;f'le Division gﬁctlsR;:'le Division %}:72 E;f'le Division
) v Rounds Fire Rounds Fire Rounds
Rifle 1.57 157 1.61 161 1.8 180
Submachine Guns 1.8 540 1.87 561 1.8 540
12.7mm 0.9 1,800 0.78 1,560 1.0 2,000
14. 5mn ‘ 1.1 132 0.75 90 2.0 240
26mm .72 1.03 1.4
Hand Grenades (PG-42) 1.15 ’ 1.29 1.5
Antitank Grenades 1.3 0.74 1.5
= 82mm Mortar 2.55 306 2.56 307 2.4 288
120mm Mortar 2.75 220 2.81 225 2.5 200
45mm 1.02 204 2.15 430 1.2 240
76mm (Regimental Arty) 2.55 306 2.74 329 2.5 300
76mm (Divisiona® Arty) 2.5 300 2.85 392 2.5 300
122mm Howitzers 2.5 200 3.23 259 2.5. 200
105mm (captured German) 3.3 353 2.55 273 -
76mm {captured German) . 0.8 2.23 1.9
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. ' Figure 8. Soviet XV Rifle Corps Amminftfon Availability in Supporting Units
: 14 July 1944
Formations and Units Units of Fire*
0th Howitzer Artillery Brigade ' 2.1
attalions of the 108th Heavy Howitzer Artillery Brigade 3.1
33d Gun Artillery Brigade e 2.0
‘155th Gun Artillery-Brigade . : S 2.0
7th Guards Tank Destroyer Artillery Brigade: T
§7mm - - 1.4
2 75mm 3.1
108th, 408th, 640th, 1178th Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiments ' 2.0
138th Mortarj Regiment 1.5
K16th Mortar Regiment 2.45
924th Artillery Regiment:
76mm . 2.5
' 1220 . 1,5
uards Multiple Rocket Launchers M-13 - Three volleys/
: each launcher

*The number of rounds-in-a unit of fire {s not available.
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The dividing Tine between the 322d Rifle Bivision and the XXVIII Rifle
Corps on the left was Renenyuv (excl.}-Lopushany (excl,)-Vilki-Yasionovtse
(excl.)-Latske velke {excl.).

The 148th Rifle Division (Commander, Major General A.A. Mishchenko), .
would make up the corps second echelon. It was to concentrate in the area
Hi11 367.0-Byaloglovshchizna-Zalozhtsy-Stare (excl.), and when the offensive
began it would advance behind the 322d Rifle Division toward Trostsyanets,
Perepelniki, and Nushche. If progress permitted, during the first day the
148th Rifle Division would move one of its regiments to the Khmelova area,
to protect the right flank of the. corps, and with the remaining forces be
ready to strike toward the'southern outskirts of Zolochev, and capture the
town in cooperation with the 322d Rifle Division. The advance of the divi-
sion's main force toward the southern outskirts of Zolochev would be supported
by two battalions of the 115th Gun Artillery Brigade.

The corps artillery and supporting artillery was ordered to silence and
annihilate fire emplacements at the front line and in the depth of the German
defense zone, neutralize enemy artillery and mortar batteries in the areas of
Manayuv and Garbuzuv, and in the ravine to the north of Lopushany, demolish
trenches and communication trenches at Hill 375.0, east and west of Donbrova,
at Hill 396.0, and Krugla Hill, prevent the enemy from counterattacking from
the areas of Manayuv, the woods north of Khomysh, Perepelniki, Gukalovtse,
Lopushany and Garbuzuv, and support the attack of infantry and tanks with a
rolling barrage. As soon as the corps reached the line between Sasov and
Zolochev, a firm antitank defense was to be organized,. to beat off counter-
attacks by German tanks from Zhulitse, Khilchitse, Knyazhe, and Yasionovtse.

The corps-artillery group would include the 91st and 98th Guards Muitiple .
Rocket Launcher Artillery Regiments, and the 441st Independent Guards Multiple
Rocket Launcher Artillery Battalion. ;

Comment: The composition of the corps artillery group was later severely criti-
© c¢ized. Since it included only multiple rocket launchers the group
could not be used for counterbattery fire, which should be one of the
main tasks of the corps artillery group. .

The corps-antitank reserve consisted of the 1178th Tank Destroyer Artillery
Regiment, which was ordered to protect the corps left fiank, displacing forward
periodically in the sector of the 322d Rifle Division. Toward the end of the

day the regiment was to deploy for battle in the Zazule area.

Engineer troops were ordered to secure the Seret River crossing, clear
their own minefields from no-man's-land, prepare passages in German minefields,
carry out engineer reconnaissance, prepare roads for the advance of the divisions
into the depth of the enemy defenses, and at the end of the first day of the
offensive organize and consolidate defenses along the 1ine reached by the
advancing units.

g at et wiad ot ol oSS eE el R S S o S e e etk o ot o T

Later that night the army commander inspected the corps and'discussed the
corps's combat deployment with General Tertyshnyy, who pointed out that his units
were deployed totally in accordance with the corps mission, and specifically with
the task of delivering the main blow with the left wing. He emphasized that the
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336th Rifle Division was ordered to make its main efforf on the left flank, and

most of {ts manpower and means were also deployed there; thus it would strengthen
the corps main effort in the 322d Rifle Division's sector.

General Tertyshnyy directed that the observation posts of the division
conmanders be set up no farther than one to one and a fifth kilometers from the
front line, and the regimental observation posts within 300 to 600 meters of it.
The OPs of the battalion commanders were to be as close as possible to the front
1ine. None of the division's OPs could be moved without pevmission of the corps
commander. Such permission would be granted only after the establishment of
cormunications from the new OP with the corps command post. .

Gommunication with corps units, attached elements, and the army was secured
by fi@ld telephone, radio, and mobile units. The corps wpuld communicate with
adjacent units by wire and radio, with' the corps mobile group by wire before the
attack, and by radio during the combat, and with the air force by radio and
visual signals for troop recognition. ! o '

Late at night on 10 July the division commanders reported to the corps come::
mander that they and their regimental commanders had reacued their decisions.
Divisions and regiments of the first echelon were deployed, as General Tertyshnyy 5
suggested, in two echelons, each having two regiments or pattalions in the first =~
echelon and one regiment or battalion in the second. - . ‘

Yhe ‘corps operations schedule, i.e., the graphic reppesentation of planned
operations, was ready and approved by General Tertyshnyy on 12 July, and promptly
delivered to commanders of subordinate units. On the sameé day the commander of
corps artillery submitted his plan for the employment of drtillery to the corps
commandef,for approval. : SR -

The ArtijTg;y Plan

The corps's own, attached, and supporting artillery upits were organized into

- corps, divisional, and regimental artillery groups. ' Their designations and compo-
- sition are shown on Fi?ure 9. AIl 82mm mortar units and Some of the 120mm mortars

belonging to rifle regiments of the first echelon were combined into mortar groups

o under the artillery commanders of their respective regi@eqps.

Thg;4ann and 57mm regimental antitank guns and 76m éﬁns of the various tank
destrqu* battalions were organized to concentrate direct'gunfire on targets

. between the first and second German trenches. In tte 336th Rifle Division sector

there would be 72 such guns, and in the 322d 93, making a total of 165. Other-
wise gunfire would be directed on targets in the German main defense area only if
they werg not suppressed by the 8th Guards Ground Attack Air Division planes
during'tﬁq artillery preparation. R £ !

The pre-assault artillery preparation was stheduled to last for one hour and
forty minutes. All artillery, with the exception of the guns assi?ned to direct
fire tasks, were to participate in a 15-minute artillery barrage directed against
the front.]ine and forward part of the German tactical defense zore. Regimental
mortar grqyps were to suppress and destroy men and gun emplacements in the first
and second trenches. Regimental artillery groups were to fire on gun emplacements,

3
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Figure 9. Socfet XV Rifle Corps Artillery Organization

July 1944

120mm

mortars

76mm

12

Guns/mortar
Zmm nm mm
how

how | gun/how |

R/L
M-13

Total

Corps Artillery Group {CAG-15)
98th 6. Mult R/L Regt

91st G. Mult R/L Regt

441st G. Mult R/L Bn

Division Artillery Group
336th Rifle Div (DAG-336)
33d Arty Bde
7th GTD Bde (-1 regt)

332d Rifle Div (DAG-322)
155th Arty Bde
108th Hv How Bde (-1 bn)
1593d TD Regt:
108th TD Regt, IX Mczd Corps
326th Arty Regt, 148th Rifle
Div

Regimental Artillery Groups
336th Rifle Division -
1128th Rifle Regt (RAG-1128)
2d Bn, 909th Arty Regt
138th Mortar Regt
408th TD Regt

1130th Rifle Regt [RAG-1130)
909th Arty Regt {-1 bn)
924th Arty Regt
616th Mortar Regt

332d Rifle Division
1089th Rifle Regt (RAG-1089)
3d Bn, B86th Arty Regt
+ 1003d How Arty Regt, 50th
. How Arty Bde
640th TD Regt.
Mortar Battery

1085th Rifle Regt (RAG-1085)
=15t Bn, 886th Arty Regt
774th How Arty Regt, 50th
How Arty Bde
1178th TD Regt*
Mortar Battery

1087th Rifle Regt {RAG-1087)*+
2d Bn, 886th Arty Regt
1516th How Arty Regt, 50th
How Arty Bde
Mortar Battery

40

* g’

36

35

30

25

28

32

12

20

32

32

32

36

36

12

55

55

76

119

70

80

65

69

44

* During preparation only
**Second echelon
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earth-and-timber pillboxes, mortar batteries, observation points, and troops
deployed back to the third trench 1ine. Targets for the divisional artillery
groups were gun emp]acements pillboxes, reserve forces, headquarters and com-
munication centers in the main defense zone. Multiple rqcket launchers were

' to blanket resistance centers and personnel, to a depth of four kilometers.

After the first barrage all artillery units except the rocket launchers
were to fire for 60 minutes at a s1ower, sustained rate at gun emplacements,
trgops, pillboxes, and strongpoints in the main defense zone. Guns assigned
for direct fire were to join during the last 30 minutes, firing at troops and
guy emplacements between the first and second trenches and demoTishing barbed
wire obstacles in front of the first trench,

1 Next a ten-minute barrage was to be fired, for suppression and destruction
of aitillery and mortar batteries. Fina]]y aI] artillery except the multiple
rockat launchers was to participate in a 15-minute barrage in which divisional
artillery groups were to shell gun emplacements, trenches, artillery positions,
and strongpoints to a depth of six kilometers, while- reg1menta] artillery con-
centrated on fire emplacements and troops in the first trench and combat out-
posts ‘in front of it. Numbers of artillery and mortar rounds per gun for
art11]ery preparation is shown in Figure 10.

Artillery support of the infantry and tank assault as far as the western
slopes of Hill 375.0 and Lopushany, a distance of one and a half kilometers,
was to be carried out by a rolling barrage in combination with subsequent
concentrated fire at previously selected targets. The ro]ling barrage was to
be fired at three main lines, corresponding to the first three trenches of the
main defense zone and five intermediate 1ines 100- -20Q metérs apart between the
main 1ines. Thereafter the advance of infantry and tanks: to the line of the
initial corps objective was to be supported by fire 51rected at res1stance
centers.

Artillery accompanying the advancing troops was tp dgstroy German f1re
emplacements and antitank guns which delayed the progress of lnfantry and
tanks

Exactly 15 minutes after the infantry attack was launched multiple rocket
launcher battalions and regiments were to fire a vol ey at resistance centers
in the second and third trenches. After that they wére to be ready to fire on
call atsthe discretion of the corps artillery commander. Figure 10-B. shows the
number -of rounds per gun allotted for support of the ‘assault.

: Support of infantry and tanks in the depth of the German defense was to be
carried out by subsequent concentrations of fire by the artillery on call at .
targets identified by commanders of infantry and tank units. For this phase
one ha]f of a unit of fire was allotted.

A$ far as the Tine Pyasechna-Perepelniki, the artillery would support the .
infantry without changing its firing positions. Then, the artillery and mortar
regiments and battalions would displace forward by echelon, follow1ng the
advance of the rifle divisions.
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Figure 10.  Soviet XV Rifle Corps Amunition Allotment, Rounds per Gun

July 1944

LMortars . Guns

82wm | 120mm | 45mm [ 57mm I 76mm | 122mm | 162am | 20
First Fire Barrage (15 min) 24 16 | =- { --| 39 23 15 23
Sustained Fire (60 wmin) 76 48 | 30 25 | 53 24 24 26
Second Fire Barrage {10 min) 22 16 | 16 | 12 | 16 20 12 5
Third Fire Barrage (15 min) 28 16 | 30 | 30 { 39 22 12 5
TOTAL ' 50 96 | 76 1 67 | 147 89 63 B9 |-
B. Assault Support 60 | 39 [ -- | --| 61 39 27. |+ 20
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Guns_and mortars were to advance with their infantry units. Movements of
divisional and regimental artillery groups were to be syfjchronized with the
advance of the infantry and tanks of the first echelon. pPnly a part of each
group would be displacing at any one time, the rest of the group remeining at
the old firing position, ready to fire according to plan.gron request.

In order to conceal the massing of artillery in the gorps sector, divisional
artillery commanders would designate registration guns, one from each divisional
artillery battalion, three 82mm mortars and cne 120mm mortar from each rifle
regiment, six 120mm mortars from each mortar regiment, three 152mm guns from
each gr;illery brigade, and six 76mn guns from each tank destroyer artillery

1 - f T ) .

General Tertyshnyy approved the artillery plans, and they were distributed

to all artillery group commanders. ' ' .

~ Adr Support

The air support of the XV Rifle Corps was planned by the staff of the 1st
Ukrainian Army Group. The Bth Guards Ground Attack Afr Division was to fly 215
sorties in support of the corps during the first day. Itg commander, Lieuten-
ant General V.V. Naneyshvili, discussing plans with General Tertyshnyy and his
chief of staff at the latter's headquarters, agreed that during the artillery
preparation the air division would strike at German reseryes around Kruguv,
Perepelniki, gnd Trostsyanets Maly. As the infantry and tanks attacked, the
air division would support them by attacking concentrations of German troops,
combat materigi, and strongpoints, to prevent German reserves from moving up
from Sasov and Zolochev and the defending forces from making an organized with-
drawal to the western bank of the Zlochukva River. The air division would also
¥$ ;ﬁsponsihlg for air reconnaissance and constant obsery;tion'sf the battle-

eld. i .Gy _ D :

ot [

It ﬁas agreed that during the preparation phase commipdefé;ofiair squadrons

- and flying personnel would come to the corps area to acquaint themselves with

the terrain, including the general outline of the front Tine. ;i
- i B

| .
i o

Wtilization of Tanks and Self-Propelled
Assault Guns

. General Tertyshnyy decided to attach all of his tanks and self-propelled
assault guns* to the divisions of the first echelon. On 9 July he discussed

the allotment of the available tanks and self-propelled assault guns with Colo- |
nel Andreyuk and allocated most of them to the 322d Rifle Division. On 9 July
the chief of staff issued an order assigning ong tank company of the 59th Tank
ﬁegiment (10 tanks) and one battery (four.SAU-152) of the '1827th Heavy :

* 59th Independent Tank Regiment (22 T-34 tanks); two hatteries of 1827th Heavy
Self-Propelled Assault Gun Regiment (eight SAU-152); one battery of the 1889th
Se1f-Propelled Assault Gun Regiment (four SAU-76). - a
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Self-Propelled Assault Gun Regiment to the 336th Rifle Division. The rest, one
tank company {12. tanks) and two batteries of self-propelled assault guns (four
SAU-152 and four SAU-76) were assigned to the 322d Rifle Division., The self-

propelled assault gun units were to support the assault of the infantry and tanks.

with their fire and were to advance some 200 to 300 meters behind the tanks.

The density of the direct infantry support (DIS) tanks and self-propelled
artillery per kilometer of frontage was to be greater in the sector of the
main effort of the corps. Thus in the 336th Rifle Division sector there were
four combat vehicles per kilometer of frontage, while in the 322d Rifle Division
sector there were ten. :

Later that day (9 July) General Tertyshnyy summoned the commander of the
59th Independent Tank'Regiment and informed him that, according to the directive
received from the army commander, the tank regiment must also be ready to carry
out another mission. He explained that, if shortly after the start of the opera-
tion the enemy should begin to withdraw to the second defense zone, he might
order the tank regiment immediately tor start pursuit along the main 1ine of the
corps advance and seize part of the German second defense zone.

General Tertyshnyy directed that during the preparation phase commanders of
tanks and self-propelled assault gun sub-units should get in touch with comman-
ders of rifle battalions whom they were to support in combat, and during joint
reconnaissance reach an understanding with regard to cooperation, communication,
and setting up general orientation points. Cooperation signals between rifle,
tanki]andiart111ery sub-units would be prepared by the. corps staff and sent out
to all units. .

Targets located at the front line of the German main defense zone, which
thektanks were to attack first, were to be wel) marked and memorized by the
tank crews. '

Commanders of tank. companies were responsible for reconnoitering the routes
of advance_from the concentration area to the Jjump~off positions,

Engineer Support of the Advance

- The ‘corps commander had ordered the chief of Corps engineers to submit to
him a plan forthe engineer support of the offensive, which he did on 10 July.
The plan was based on missions assigned to engineer troops* in the Corps opera-
- tion order and on directives issued by General Tertyshnyy during the reconnais-
sance. The plan indicated what kind of engineer work would be carried out, when,
and by whom, _ .

The chief of engineers reported that the final preparatfon of the jump-off
positions for the infantry, and in particular the task of digging trenches from

* In addition to engineer platoons in each rifle regiment, the corps had five
engineer battalions, one in each rifle division, one in the corps, and one
attached. ‘
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the Soviet first trench toward the enemy obstacles, was the responsibility
of the rifle units of the first echelon regiments.’ This work was to be done
only at night. . The first trench of the jump-off position was to be dug 250
to 300 meters from the German front 1ine. a

In addition to the jump-off positions for the infantry, engineers were
to prepare jump-off positions for the tanks, artillery firing positions for
direct fire weapons, command and observation points, and supply and evacuar
tion routes. _

. COR

Passages 1n Soviet and German minefields and barbed wire obstacles were
to be made by engineer battalions of the divisfons; in Soviet minefields
during the night of 11/12 July, and in the German minefields on the eve of
the attack.* The barbed wire obstacles were mined so that they could be . .
blown up during the artillery preparation.” o

Corps engineers were responsible for the preparation of routes across the
Soviet gnd German trenches for artillery and various vehicles.

To assure the unimpeded advance of tanks and self-propelled artillery,
General Tertyshnyy ordered each engineer battalion to detajl several squads -
to carry out engineer reconnaissance and clear the advance routes of antitank
obstacles laid by the Germans.  He also directed that four mobile obstacle de-
tachments be organized from mep and equipment of the corps and division engi-
neer battalions, one on the corps and three on the divisional levels. Each
mobile pbstacle detachment was to consist of an engineér company and be equipped
with at’ least 500 antitank mines and 200 kilograms of explosives. Each was to
organize several tank destroyer groups trained to battle tanks at close range.

The mobile obstacle detachments would follow the advance of the rifle
divisions of the first echelon ready for action either in the respective
sectors of the divisions they followed, or together on orders of the corps
cormander. '- C

Antitank Defense Measures

- Ey General Tertyshnyy's order, during the offensivefpperatibn:Eifle divi=

~ sions and the artillery units and sub-units attached to them were to be respon-

sible for their own antitank defense.

In addition, the following elements were assigned fbr:defense against pos-

" sible German tank counterattacks: 1178th Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment

corps commander's antitank reserve); corps mobile obstacle detachment; anti-
nk reserves of the division commanders (each consisting of one tank destroyer
artillery battalion); and divisional mobile obstacle detachments., ' ' .
Commanders of the antitank artillery reserves were—tola b} the'corps
chief of staff where, in all probability, they would be deployed to peat off

1

* In Soviet and German minefields engineer troops prepared 30 pésSages 15
meters wide and 8 passages 100 meters wide. They removed 2,839 antitank and
4,618 antipersonnel mines. ;
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expected German counterattacks. These deployment lines had been previously
selected by the corps commander. General Tertyshnyy suggested that as soon
as the infantry reached the Tine from the right bank of the Seret River to
Lopushany, the antitank artillery reserve of the corps would deploy for com-
bat at Hill 396.0, the antftank artillery reserve of the 336th Rifle Division
on the Tine from the hill one kilometer southeast of Manayuv to Leonuvka, the
antitank reserve of the 322d Rifle Division on the line from the hill one and

a half kilometers southeast of Garbuzuv to the northern outskirts of Lopushany.

After the infantry captured Kruguv and Nushche, the antitank artillery
reserve of the corps would deploy between Hi1l 346.0 and Garbuzuv; the anti-
tank artillery reserve of the 336th Rifle Division on the line from the
eastern outskirts of Kruguv to the northern outskirts of Nushche; the reserve
of the 322d Rifle Division from the southern outskirts of Rushche to Zaluch
Hi11 (one kilometer south of Nushche). -

Finally, after the infantry reached the 1ine between Sasov ‘and Zolochev,
the antitank artillery reserve of the corps was to secure Zazule, and the
rifle divisions were to organize a firm antitank defense at the captured 1ines
with a1l available guns.

Antiaircraft Defense Measures

The corps commander was informed by General Kurochkin that the AA defense
of the corps in the assembly area and during the advance would be handled by
the Antiaircraft Artillery Commands of the Sixtieth Army and Third Guards Tank
Army, as well as by the army group's fighter aviation.

To cover the advance of the troops in the XV Rifle Corps sector, General
Kurochkin assigned the 1064th AAA Regiment of the 23d AAA Division (16 85mm
guns and 16 12.7mm AAA machine guns).

- The density of AAA guns for the frontage of the breakthrough sector was
six tubés per kilometer. :

In addition, Colonel Andreyuk issued several directives designed to en-
hance the antiair potentialities of the corps. Thus, the AA machine gun
companies of the divisions were to protect their respective divisions' com-
mand and observation posts. Each rifle company would detail one squad, and
each rifle battalion one platoon to fire (rifle and automatic fire) at Tow
flying enemy planes. At the corps command and observation posts antiair-
craft warning stations were organized. They were connected by direct wire
with the Army antiafrcraft warning station.

Measures to Ensure Secrecy

The corps commander ordered that all regrouping movements be carried out
only at night, with the understanding that at daybreak all the troops would be
concealed from air and ground observation. Because of the short July nights,
the rifle divisions could be expected to move no more than 18-20 kilometers in
one night. Troops were not permitted to billet in towns and villages. All
vehicles were to travel with lights off. Control posts and commandant
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service* were to be organized along the routes to ensure that the established
order of the march and all the rules were strictly observed.

Concealment and camouflage of troops in the assembly area were to be

checked by specially delegated staff officers, who wbu]d’yse planes for this
purpose. ‘

While reconnoitering at the front 1ine, all officers were to wear sol-
diers® uniforms, They were to make their reconnaissances insmall groups only,

at t;mes and places approved by division commanders and reported to the corps
staff. - | b

-State of Supply

During the evening of 13 July, the chief of the corps rear services re-
ported to the corps commander that as of that day the corps had three refueling
units of fuel and lubricants,** and eight daily rations of food {including two
days of dry rations). Ammunition on hand (in units of fire) was as shown on
Figures 5 and 6. , There were 1.75 ammunition fire units at the firing positions,
0.25 fire units at the supply depots of the supply units, ‘and 0.50 fire units
at artillery depots of the corps. : :

The 59th Independent Tank Regiment had 1.6 units of fire, and the attached
self-propelled artillery sub-units had 2-2.1 units of fire. A1l vehicles, ’
weapons, engineer:and communications equipment had been cirefully checked
during the preceding several days, and when necessary repﬁired or replaced.

Occupation of fhe Jump-0ff Positions'

To reach the jump-off p?sitioﬁs the corps yas to advance 10 to 15 kilometers
and cross the Seret River. ! In the corps area, moving intd the Zolozhtsy Stare-

‘Ranenyuv sector, there were.only a few crossings. Becayse of this the plan

for the advance of troops ;q%;he Jump-off positions was prepared by the aymy
staff, - b A

Guided by the army plan, Colonel Andreyuk advised al) units and formations
of ‘the corps when and where they were to cross the river.. Rifle divisions of

~ the first echelon were instructed how and when they shoulgd relieve units of the

246th Rifle Division of the Thirteenth Army, which were presently deployed in
the new corps sector. o "

o 1 :
. Crossing and the advance to the Jump-off positions were to take place on
the following schedule: S -

* In the Soviet Army the traffic control function of mil{tary police is assigned
to traffic controllers who are a part of the commandant sérvice. This service
also secures bridges, road junctions, unit headquarters, and other key locations.
** Soviet refueling units equal the amount of fuel in tons required for a

type of vehicle to move a specific distance. ‘It differs for each type. For
each unit or formation it is the amount required for all of its vehicles of

each type to move that distance. At this level it 1s measured in tons.
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- Night 10/11 July: artillery of the 322d Rifle Division, 155th
‘Gun Artillery Brigade, 1178th Tank Destroyer Artillery Regiment;

- Night 11/12 July: forward rifle battalions of first echelon divi-
sions and organic, attached, and reinforcing artillery, except for the multi- .
gle{rocket launcher units and the 408th and 1593d Tank Destroyer Artillery

giments; '

- Night 12/13 July: 408th and 1593d Tank Destroyer Artillery Regi-
ments, multiple rocket launcher units;

- Night 13/14 July: remaining units of rifle divisions of the first
echelon, which during the same night were to replace units of the 246th Rifle
Division and take up jump-off positions. At the same time artillery units
designated for direct fire would take up their firing positions.

General Tertyshnyy ordered tanks and self-propelled assault guns to move
to thelr jump-off positions 10-15 minutes before the end of the artillery o
preparation. Up to that time they were to remain in assembly areas on the 4
west bank of the Seret River.

While the corps units were assembling, or advancing to the jump-off posi-
tions, the corps intelligence officer and his assistants were gathering addi-
tional data on German forces, and reporting them immediately to the chief of
staff and the corps commander.

Late in the afternoon on. 13 July the corps intelligence officer, at
General Tertyshnyy's request, presented a summary of recent intelligence
information, gathered by the 246th Rifle Division during combat intelli-
gence missions, on .7 and 11 July. On 11 July a battaljon assigned to com~
bat reconnaissance had captured the eastern part of Gnidava and taken pri- - .
soners from the Geyman 913th Infantry Regiment of the 349th Infantry Divis . .
sion. More were taken during the night of 11/12 July, when the rést of .
Gnidava was occupied.

While the prisoners indicated that the Germans had made no changes “in
deployment in the main defense zone, they reported that the German command
was aware of Soviet preparations for the offensive. However, they did not
know exact time nor the sector where the main attack was to be made.

~ The intelligence officer had learned from the staff of the Sixtieth Army
that during the nights of 11/12 and 12/13 July the enemy in front of the Soviet
Thirteenth Army, on the right of the XV Rifle Corps, had started to withdraw
his main forces from the main defense zone to the second defense zone, about
- seven or eight kilometers from the front line.

) To detertiine whether this was happening in front of the Sixtieth Army
also, General Kurochkin ordered a combat intelligence operation carried out
in the army zone on 13 July.

In the XV Rifle Corps sector combat intelligence was conducted by two
rifle companies of the 246th Rifle Division. It showed that there were no
changes in the German deployment in front of the corps, but that the enemy
was very alert.
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During the evenipg of 13 July, General Kurochkin called General Tertyshnyy
and informed him that in view of the high degree of German alertness, the
combat reconnaissance assault by the forward battaifons which was scheduled to
take place the morning of the 14th without artillery preEaration would be
carried out with a 30-minute artillery preparation beginping at 0445, It would
already be daylight, for sunrise would come about 15 minutes before that. With
sunset at about 2130, there would be a long day, and twilight would last most
pf the night. A

Taking into consideration the fact that the German Command obviously
Intended to try to hold the first position, General Tertyshnyy ordered Colonel
Ignatyev, Commander of the 336th Rifle Division, to assign an entire rifle
regiment for the assault, instead of the forward battalion only. The 322d

Rifle Division was to attack as planned with one rifle battalion.

Following the corps commander's order, at 0515 on 14 July, after a 30-
minute artillery preparation, the 1128th Rifle Regiment of the 336th Rifle
Division, and the 1st Battalion of the 1987th Rifle Regiment, 322d Rifle
Division, Taunched an attack. ) o '

Early reports received from the divisions indicated that the Germans .
were offering fierce resistance, After an extremely intense fight, the 1128th
Rifle Regiment finally captured Hi1) 375.0, the hill easf of Manayuv, Leonuvka,
and Donbrova. The 1st Battalion, 1087th Rifle Regiment, took Hill 396.0.

" The corﬁiistaff reported this to the army, adding that after the assault
units took segments of the enemy's first and second trenches, they halted to
consolidate the seized positions. - '

The German 'Command made all-out efforts to restoré he situation. Shortly

after 0900 a report from the 336th Rifle Division indicated that the enemy
had brought t| 9 349th Reconnaissance Battalfon and one reserve battalion to
the Manayuv area, reinforced them with assault guns of the 300th Assau)t Gun
Brigade, and a¥ :0900 launched a counterattack against :the’right flank of the
1128th Rifle égiment. A pitched battle was in progpéssf' E

- Messages from the 322d Rifle Division informed thé ¢prps coffander that
at 1000 in the area of Hi1l 396.0 a German company sypparted by six assault
guns had counterattacked toward the positions of the 15t ‘Battalion, 1087th
Rifle Regiment., The counterattack was repulsed with heavy German casualties.
: pepr L -

Several'erorts received from the 336th Rifle Division during the fore-

noon showed that between 1000 and 1200 German troops, yp:to. an fnfantry batta-

1ion strong, supported by artillery and self-propelled ‘gyns, carried out five
counterattacks from the Manayuv area against the 1128th Rifle ‘Regiment.
. ' 5 e ‘

R11 these developments were promptly reported to the army staff. The _
corps commander also informed the Army commander that while engaged in bitter :
fighting with the counterattacking German troops the corps artillery was using -
up a considerable amount of the ammunition that had been’allocated for the

artillery support pf the attack of the main forces schedq?ed for the morning
of 15 July. : : e
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Taking this into consideration, and after learning that a similar situ-
ation had developed in.other corps, General Kurochkin requested permission
from the amy group commander to commit his main forces at once, starting -
the artillgny preparation at 1430 and the main assault at 1600, Pennidé?on_
was granted. ' '

| @
28,08 26 0 2 08 o 26 26 06 08 06 28 08 o

General Kurochkin ordered his commander of artillery to introduce a few
changes in the plan for artillery preparation, most important of which was
the cancellation of the rol1ing barrage which was to accompany the attack of

infantry and tanks. Instead the support of the attack was to be i
successive concentrations of arti]]ggy fire on German stronggoi:tsmglﬁmggﬁgg by

targets.
The Offensive

The Breakthrough of the German - “Ji_
Main Defense Zone (Maps 9-121

At 1430 on 14 July, General Tertyshnyy, after receiving the signal from
the army commander, ordered initiation of the 90-minute artillery preparation.
The infantry attack was launched at 1600. From his observation post the
corps commander could observe how the divisions of the first echelon, supported
by artillery, tanks, and aviation, advanced through the passages in the mine-
fields and barbed wire prepared by the engineers during the artillery prepara-
tion. The advance seemed to be progressing smoothly. .

Early reports received from the field by the corps staff indicated that
the troops were fighting for the first and second trenches. The self-propelled _
artillery and the artillery directly supporting the infantry stayed close to B
the infantry, shelling German fire emplacements which were hindering the ad- q
vance. Rifle regiments of the 336th Rifle Division, having reached the opposite A
side of the loop of the Seret River, where it curved behind the German defenses,
crossed 1t agatn, and engaged the Germans in combat for Manayuv and Garbuzuv.
Divisional and regimental artillery groups effectively supported the advance,
concentrating their fire at German centers of resistance.

Soon, however, the flow of messages from the divisions showed that the

.- German Command was trying to stop the corps advance and restore the situation.

~ German troops Gp to battalion strength, supported by tanks and assault guns, ;
counterattacked repeatedly. Especially fierce fighting was reported by the N éi

322d Rifle Division. There on the right wing, the 1089th Rifle Regiment . - .

found itself under heavy mortar and machine gun fire from around Garbuzuv.

" Two tanks supporting the regiment were hit and destroyed. Another regiment of

the 3224 Rifle Division, the 1085th, was forced by heavy fire from the Lopushany

area and from the third trench to stop its advance. .

General Tertyshnyy, who was following the progress of the attack closely,
directed the corps artillery commander to destroy the German resistance cen-
ters in Garbuzuv and Lopushany. The artillery commander reported that the
divisfonal and regimental artillery groups had already opened fire con them.

Later the chief of staff of the 322d Rifle Division reported that the 3d
Battalion of the 1089th Rifle Regiment,lsupported by four tanks, in. a bold

102



Page 111 of 214

OSD/JS Final RéSponse for 16-F-0292™"

" 103

LT L 184
suoiessdo $010D SIH AX

6 dviN

® | | ® ®
€A ALt



Page 112 of 214

0007 ST
onz)l bl
00FD  bkslibdobalulnd
st Amf

L=
——

onde
vl Anl voneeng

‘ sgat )z
145

;.3.

/3
ax[Tar NiEales,
“ W00 i rzqg
6R01
Aosquea s01l>C]y griisAn Iy | “' 7
i N Iy
o epurans ABINGRED - o el eqnpa_?g z
- R
of ( 2 s
L deg daopiri @l :
- \ . Vi ~ Ik 1147 &
9Lk, TR T - griky i ig I ——— i ¥
i~ Y 1] snﬁom 7 o silaing w43
| %ﬂzu ¢ o
P 5 i

““‘N,nz.l;@i

FRLALET 7 1 T e

mﬂmﬂ'ﬁh
L
[ST.

1HH Fpsdoy P

Flv

T ey ey

¢
i7 L~

HI

.
- E41 [awsH
" Leyut by // .

s .." cysieg

hel ATNC SRl
NOILY IS0 §4H0D 3T1H AX

i T

104



.:..55@2

BIEYACAT T

ango

r 4
UoUrJdo FidlrFRESpPUTsT TUN- 10-F=Ucs Iz
. Qeaf ol

T

—

= Lo

YT

i 4

P

tEL ATNT 8L
: NOILYHIMO SJUOD TidIY AX

LL aYN

._._xzﬁt_

wl ¥ ipedey

A‘ﬂ?&"r.
=)

2
.y PLE_=CTEl) ¥
wAOPUN -} vv\‘ i

ssH[SE)N
o s
&
anl -

* LY
anrgy

.
- -

el € € 6 € 66660 0€€5Ee1<

105

SN G R g g G g g R N g g N




- OSD/JS Final Respogse for 16-F-0292
Page 114 of 214

BAP 12

Soviet XV R-Iﬂ. Coml- —Ommw .
17-22 July 1944

901

17 Juty
Somer 11 Jaly i
German wek 2 dely

1 @ @ @
3T 0003333003033 303033J0J03333233333333733 33




B30 alf ol i o N O N S N R S N T N R S N ' N s S N v R S N S S B SRS R O B B B e N T

"~'OSD/JS Final Response for 16-F-0292
Page 115 of 214

attack had captured a segment of the third trench, found jtself in the rear
of the enemy south of Garbuzuv, and, in cooperation with the 1st Battalion,
which was delivering a frontal attack, had forced the Germans to retreat
toward Perepelniki,

Colonel Lashchenko, Commander of the 322d Rifle Division, informed
General Tertyshnyy that, in view of the new situation in the Garbuzuv area,
he had ordered the commander of the 1085th Rifle Regiment, Colonel Timofeyev,
to take advantage of the success of the 1089th Rifle Reg1ment leave one
battalion to protect his front, and with the two rema1n1ng battalions envelop
the enemy from the northeast and destroy him.

Some time later, the division reported that Colonel Timofeyev, with two
battalions, had enveloped the German forces in his sector, struck at the flank
and rear of German troops defending the third trench, and, with his third
battalion attacking from the front, had taken the trench and the hill one

kilometer northeast of Lopushany.

During the afternoon and evening, General Tertyshnyy intermittently
reported to General Kurochkin on combat developments.

The enemy, while withdrawing under heavy corps pressure, was nevertheless
offering strong resistance. General Tertyshnyy believed that German counter-
attacks with relatively strong infantry forces supported by tanks and assault
guns indicated early commitments of new units from the reserve.

The summary report to the army for the evening of 14 July stated that,
although the day's objective had not been reached, the corps's main forces,
which had started the offensive at 1600, had broken through the German
first defense zone and by sunset had advanced five to eight kilameters.

(The 336th Rifle Division, five, the 322d Rifle Division, eight.) The advance

gas effectively supported by the 8th Guards Ground Attack Ain.Division, which
lew 139 sorties in support of the corps. The Air Division's main effort was
irected against the concentration of enemy troops and equ1?meﬁt in Perepelniki,
lolochev, and Kabarovtse (five kilometers southwest of Guka pvtse), as well

qs pPFinst the retreat1qg German forces.

By sunset corps tropps had captured Manayqv, Garbuzuv and Perepelniki.
The 336th Rifle Divisian;had reached Hil1 377.0 and Matskovy Gay; the 322d
lele Division was at Herepelnik1

Accordlng to reports received by the corps staff from units on its flanks
and from the staff of the Sixtieth Army toward the end of the day, the 99th
Rifle Division of the XXIII Rifle Corps, on the corps's right, had taken
Zvyzhin and Kopane. The 302d Rifle Division of the XXVIII Rifle Coprs, on
the left, had captured Lopushany .but was stopped by fire at the eastern edge
of the woods east of Gukalovtse

General Tertyshnyy and his staff became very much alarmed by the report