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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The objective of this study was to analyse combat experience in World .War 
II on the eastern front, to attempt to detect characteristic patterns of beha­
vior of Soviet military commanders and staffs under a variety of combat situa­
tions. in order to acquaint United States officers with ~he decision making 
process of Soviet commanders, introducing them to the ways the Soviets think 
and act under combat pressure, so that they may b~ better prepared to estimate 
potential Soviet combat decisions and action. · 

The first chapter of the report describes the basic elements of the Soviet · 
system of command and control in combat operations in World War II. including 
planning procedures. normal pre-combat preparations, and the use of command 
posts, observation posts and mobile command posts durin~ combat. 

Five case studies are included. They are: 

The Fifth Guards Tank Army in the Korsun-Shevchenkovskfy Operation, January-
February 1944 ·, ~~ 

Combat Operations of the III Guards Mechanized Corps fn ~he First Phase of the ' ~ 
Byelorussian Offensive, 24-30 June 1944 . ,r ~ 

Breakthrough Operations and Advance of the Soviet XV Rifle Corps South of BrodyVl~L · 
i~ the Ukraine, July 1944 · . ,., \ 

Offensive Operations of the XVI Rifle Corps West of Lublin (Poland) Including ~ )( 
Assault Crossing of the V1stula River in the Pul~vf Area~ July-Augu~t 1944~ -ty 

Offensive Operations of the 90th Rifle Division toward Tsekha~uv (Poland), ~~ ·\ 
14-16 January 1945 .. '. ' . : ~· ~. 

Using Soviet publications as the basic source, each Qf ~~e operations is descri-~~ 
bed from the point of view of the commander of the a~ta~k1ng Soviet force. · His r. i 
participation in the planning and preparation and the major tactical decisions he ~~ 

· had to make as the combat proceeded are discussed. Eac~· case study includes com- ·~ 
ments on aspects that are distinctive or particularly important as 1nd1cat1ons .~ 
of the commander's thought or performance. · \r 

A final chapter discusses ways in which postwar developments have altered 
the conditions under which a Soviet combat commander would operate in a future 
war and elements in World War [I performance that are of particular relevance 
in current GOnditions. While emphasizing the great importance the Soviets put 
on detailed ·study of their performance an~ the performance of their enernies .and 
allies in World War II, it is noted that the Soviets stress that in future com­
bat the lessons from historical example must be applied creatively with due con­
sideration for modern weapons. 

' . 
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