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March 3, 2005

Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

I know you have been hearing from community leaders across the country and from my
congressional colleagues about how the campaign against terror has stretched the resources of
our military and is affecting our troops and their families in ways not previously anticipated. I
appreciate that you and your advisors are continually assessing these concerns, and, as a
member of the Senate Foreign Relations and Veterans Affairs Committees, 1 look forward to
participating in that evaluation process.

You should be aware that not a day goes by that I do not receive a letter, a phone call or an e-
mail from someone in my state asking about the status of their loved ones who have been
called to active duty. Over the last several weeks, a number of friends and family members of
Illinois National Guard units, two of which are currently at Fort Polk, Louisiana, have
contacted me to express their concern that our state’s units are receiving conflicting signals
about the length and location of their current deployment.

I am extremely concerned that despite the great sacrifices being made by these great
Americans and their families, this Administration is still not giving the troops and their
families the kinds of straight answers that will permit them to have some certainty about their
deployments. Thus, I am writing you today to ask for specific information about the nature of
the Illinois’ 131" and 178" National Guard units’ deployment, and to express my concern and
frustration about the Pentagon’s treatment of our National Guard and Reserve forces.

Guard members and Reservists are facing a period of unprecedented mobilization. As the
military is stretched thin by duties in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere, they are facing longer
and less predictable mobilizations. And we have heard — including from very senior
leadership in the Reserve and Guard structures -- that the Guard and Reserve are receiving
substandard equipment and insufficient training to meet the challenges they confront on these
deployments.

Moreover, when these troops are called to active duty, their families often face severe
financial hardship as well as increased child care and health care costs. This problem is
exacerbated by the uncertain lengths of deployment. Families cannot plan for their financial
future without knowing when a Guard member or Reservist can return home and return to
work.
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Our citizen-soldiers deserve better. They risk their lives for our safety. Their families risk
financial ruin. The least we can do is let them know where they will be serving and when they
are returning home.

I look forward to receiving detailed information about the Pentagon’s plans for the Illinois’
131 and 178" National Guard units as well as an update of what the Pentagon is doing to
improve long-term planning for the assignment of the Guard, the Reserve and members of the
full-time military. While I understand the need to maintain sufficient troop strength in Iraq, I
also believe our leaders need to be more honest about what will be expected of our National
Guard and Reservists, as well as our Active Duty soldiers. I would like to let my constituents
know that in this difficult time, our leaders have their interests at heart and recognize their
deepest concerns.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Barack OBama

United States Senator

CCs: The Honorable Francis J. Harvey'
Secretary ol the Army
Lieutenant General H. Steven Blum
Chief, National Guard Bureau

Brigadier General Randal E. Thomas
Adjutant General, Illinois National Guard
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March 15, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Moore,

My constituent,

Department of the Army Enclosed you will ﬁnd information surrounding his case.

htl appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
land will apprise him of your findings.
er or require further information, please

Your assistance in addressing this
my staff members, is in contact wi
If you have any questions surrounding
contact David at (312) 886-0826.

. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

R e W

Barack Obama
Untted States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506
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March 21, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
: For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

o ;%A__\ contacted my office concerning an issue with the
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding my
constituent’s case.

My constituent, ;

Your assistance in addressing this matter is gregtly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact with my constituent and will apprise of your
findings. If you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further
information, please contact David at (312) 886-0826.

i

Thank you for your assistance. :
Sincerely,
T A
]
Barack Obama :

United States Senator

230 S. Dearbom St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506
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March 25, 2005 g

Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense A
1300 Defense Pentagon . '
Washington, DC 20301

!
Hon. Powell A. Moore { _

Dear Mr. Moore, {;

My constituent,‘i/‘”’"; il -
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will fin

contactedjiny office concerning an issue with the
t#informati on surrounding his case.
1
Your assistance in addressing this matter is g , ly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact with[T © and will apprise him of your findings.
If you have any questions surrounding this matjer or require further information, please

contact David at (312) 886-0826.

i
|
|

Thank you for your assistance. ki

. Sincerely, i -

Barack Obama iz
United States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Minois 60604
(312) 886-3506
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Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

My constituent, ‘(b’ HE} contacted my office concerning an issue with the

Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressmg this matter s g
my staff members, is in contact with® (5)
If you have any questions surrounding th

contact David at (312) 886-0826.

appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
and will apprise him of your findings.
11s matter or require further information, please

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

S

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900 -

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dlb

6SD 08928-05
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Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

My constituent ©)6)
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will ﬁx}d information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressmg this matter is preatly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact wi M@ w{and will appnse him of your
findings. If you have any questions surroum{ing this matter or require further
information, please contact David at (312) 886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

G = T

Barack Obama 2t
United States Senator i)

230 S. Dearbom St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dlb

0SD 09517-05
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Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

Your assistance in addressing this m
my staff members, is in contact with

findings. If you have any questions surround i
mformatmn, please contact David at (312) 83t

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Qg

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 8. Dearbormn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dlb
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g fi my office conceming an issue with the

nd information surrounding his case.
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May 27, 2005

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

»  The Pentagon

> Washmgton, 19 5 59 20301-4000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld

We are deeply concerned that the Pentagon has failed to release the installation-specific data that
- it used to prepare its recommendations under the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of
- 1990 (ds amended). The Department has proposed a list of military bases to close or realign, and
; has forwarded that list to the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Commission, Congress,
i and the Comptroller General for their review. Congress designed this process to be open and
transparent. To that end, section 2903 (c) (4) of that Act provides that, 3

“In add1t10n to makmg ALL information used by the Secretary to prepare the -
recommendations under this subsection available to Congress (including any cornmittee -
.or member of Congress), the Secretary shall also make such information available to the -
Commission and the Comptroller General of the United States.”(emphasis added)

While the Department has released both the overall report and recommendations, and the service-
specific analysis and recommendations, it has not released the installation-specific data, which
was the basis for the Department’s analysis. Specifically, it has not released data indicating how

' military value scores for each mstallaucm were derived. ' In past BRAC rounds, such data has

' - beenreleaged. ..

If'the Depamnenx continues to delay the release &f this data, communities adversely impacted by
BRAC, and the BRAC commission, will be unable to assess the Department’s recommendations <
in the limited time allotted to them under BRAC law. Communities affected by BRAC should.
know how their bases were measured so they can either support or challenge the propoqa.ls The
first commission hearings are scheduled for Tuesday, June 7th, less than two weeks from now;-

and the commission must send its recbmmendahons to the President no later than September Sth,
2005

We urge you to release this data immediately 1o avoid undefmining the BRAC process.
Sincerely,

=

0SD 10115-05

zZ00[® ATINNIN LT¥Z ¥22 ¢0Z XVd TE€:9T S002/92/S0




Jamegq Talent
Unite§l States Senator

ﬁarry M. Reid
United States Senator

United States Senator

écgard 1. Durgin

United States Senator

Mhl Lieberman
Uniteg States Senator

be 7 b

Joseph R. Biden
United States Senator

£00 @

- Jgfn F. Kerry

nited States Senatorf

Gl Lo

Carl Levin
United States Senator

Susan M. Collins
United States Senator

(2..(

Barack Obama
d States Senator

2]

Chris Dodd
United States Senator

JorrSong—

Thomas R. Carper

United States Senator
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Herb Kohl Russell Feingold
United States Senator United States Senator

Cloen

Tim Johnson
United States Sgnator

Utiited States Senator

AL oy (e

John Comyn Debbie Stabenow |
Unit fd States Senator United States Senator
Tom Harkin Charles E. Grassley i
United States Senator United States Senator

k Reed
ited States Senator

Jgh S. Comix!%aﬂg
United States T
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June 16, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs o
U.S. Department of Defense ;
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

My constituen - e
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressing this , preatly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact wi and will apprise him of your findings. If
you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please
contact David at (312) 886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

g B

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearbom St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dIb

05D 11844-95 |
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Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense = "
For Legislative Affairs " =
U.S. Department of Defense =8
1300 Defense Pentagon e i
Washington, DC 20301 2
Dear Mr. Moore:
My constituent, f‘ . 35 contacted my office conceming an issue with the

Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressmg this matter is &
my staff members, is in contact with| |
you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please

contact David at (312) 886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

S

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dlb

catly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
\and will apprise him of your findings. If

0SD 11200-05
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Hon. Powell A. Moore o
Assistant Secretary of Defense 2
For Legislative Affairs o
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Moore:
My constituen ©xe) lccntamed my office concerning an issue with the

Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding her case.

Your assistance in addressing thls matter is g ppreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff membexs, is in contact with®)E) and will apprise her of you
findings. If you have any questions sm‘omdmg this matter or require further
information, please contact David at (312) B86-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

G o=

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 8. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, [llinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dib

0SD 14454-0Q5
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July 26, 2005

i

Honorable Donald Rumsfeld

Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I afn writing on'behalf of a fiumber of my constituents whose loved ones have made the ultimate
sacrifice for our great country. I am sure that you grieve as I do for every fallen soldier, and I
appreciate that the Department of Defense is continually assessing the ways in which the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan are affecting our troops and their families.

In the wake of these tragedies, our government should be doing everything possible to support
the family members of these heroes as they grieve. I commend the tremendous work of casualty
specialists who provide that support. I appreciate how important their empathy and compassion
are under these difficult circumstances.

For this reason, I am very distressed to hear from some of my constituents that their casualty
specialists have been called to serve in Iraq or Afghanistan before their duties to the grieving
families are complete. For a spouse or parent in the midst of planning a funeral and figuring out
how they are going to provide for their families, having their casualty officer called to active duty
makes their situation all the more difficult. When one of our soldiers gives his or her life in
service of our country, we can and must do better by their families, and we must be consistent in
the ways we assist them.

Tam requestmg that you provide information about the current process of a531gn1ng casualty

ip&alx s to.the next of kin of fallen soldiers. I would like to be able tc reassure my eonstituents - -
thdt everything possible is being done to ensure that this important relatlonshlp is working as it
should.

I sincerely hope that the Department of Defense is addressing this issue, and I look forward to
your timely response.

United States Senator

0SD 16809-05




WO/ £4/U0 1DSZ0 FAA J1Z 3060 3514

SENATUK BAKAUK UBAMA

Wuvg
BARACK OBAMA ENVINONMENT AND
B PUBLIC WORKS
FOREIGN RELATIONS
Wnited States Senate ~ VETERANS ASTARS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
e
August 24, 2005 = 5
v s
Hon. Powell A. Moore : :) ,’%
Assistant Sectretary of Defense o
For Legislative Affairs - )
U S. Department of Defense :’J e
1300 Defense Pentagon " m
Washington, DC 20301 = g

®OF | contacted my office concerning an issue with the
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.
Your assistance in addressing this
my staff members, is in contact wi
If you have any questions sutrounding
contact David at (312) 886-0828.

appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
and will apprise him of your findings.
matter or require further information, please

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely, -

SN - R

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, llinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dlb
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Hon. Powell A, Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

S | contacted my office concerning an issue with the Department
of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressi 5 (6' er is greatly appreciated. Jenna Pilat, one of my staff
members, is in contact wi ~ |and will apprise him of your findings. If you have any
questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please contact Jenna at (312)
886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

mcerely,

Stbre

Barack Obama . ; .
United States Senator . -

230 S. Dearborn St. - -
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BOfp i T

- 0SD 19636-05
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

August 31, 2005

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Defense Base Realignment and Closure Act clearly states that the number one
criterion for BRAC decisions is military value. Unfortunately, the report that has been
approved by the BRAC Commission failed to abide by that crucial standard. The set of
recommendations approved by the Commission substantially deviates from the criteria
established by law. As such, we urge you to return the report to the Commission for
further revision.

Specifically, we write to you today about a set of recommendations involving
Springfield’s Capital Airport and Rock Island Arsenal in Illinois. As part of a larger vote
involving Air National Guard facilities, the Commission elected to send the 15 F-16s of
the Illinois Air Guard 183d Fighter Wing to Fort Wayne, Indiana. Capital Airport, home
of the 183d, has a higher military value than Fort Wayne; this fact alone marks a
deviation from BRAC criteria. In its evaluation, the Department of Defense alleged that
the downgrading of military value would be justified by superior recruiting in Indiana.
The evidence that members of the community and congressional delegation presented to
the BRAC Commission clearly exposed the fallaciousness of this justification: the 183d
enjoys outstanding recruiting in Illinois and is over 100 percent critically manned.
Furthermore, as the U.S. District Court of Eastern Pennsylvania recently ruled, the
Defense Department should have obtained the consent of the Governor before seeking to
deactivate a flying wing.

Decisions involving Rock Island Arsenal also defy the central criterion of military value
and the paramount objective of enhancing national security through the more effective
allocation of military resources. The Defense Financial and Accounting Services at Rock
Island was the top-ranked unit in the country. But the Commission decided to transfer
this agency from Rock Island to a substantially inferior facility, according to Department
of Defense data, while defending the retention of three lower-ranked sites, allegedly on
the basis of enhanced military value combined with economic impact. Shutting down a
top-ranked facility (which had am;))lle physical room and local capacity to grow) while
maintaining and expanding the 12™, 17™ and 19" ranked units flies in the face of all
logic. Moreover, the economic impact of this move on the communities in and around
Rock Island also outweighs the prospective impact at two of the three lower-ranked
recipient sites. Similarly, the decision to move the Tank-Automotive and Armaments
Command from Rock Island to Michigan will fail to yield promised dividends: with
projected costs exceeding $150 million, the Department of Defense will never see returns
on this investment.




flawed. The inconsistencies, contradictions, and outright violations of BRAC criteria
outlined above demonstrate the need for further revision. In its current form, this is not a
report that advances our national interest. We urge you to return it to the Commission to
correct these and other fundamental errors.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator United States Senator

" We believe that the report submitted to you by the Department of Defense is deeply
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September 22, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore

Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs

U.S. Department of Defense i

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

My constituent, ‘: )6) contacted my office concerning an issue with the :
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding her case. '

Your assistance in addressing thig ,matter is greatly apprecmed. Scott Hooks, one of my
staff members, is in contact with M: |and will apprise her of your findings. If you
have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please contact
Scott at (312) 886-0826,

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

G = I

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearbom St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

0SD 19090-05
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September 28, 2005

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld |
Secretary of Defense J
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-4000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In the space of a few days, tens of thousands of National Guard and Rescrve members were
activated and deployed to the Guif States to assist in rescue and recovery operations during and
after Hurricane Katrina. While there are many questions that remain to be answered about the
preparations for and response 1o that disaster, there is no question that every smgle state
responded to the call for assistance in Louisiana and Mississippi and that the men and women of
the National Guard demonstrated courage and fortitude in dangerous circumstances. Those !
circumstances included prolonged exposure in many cases to a potentially toxic environment.
With petroleum products, heavy metals, household chemicals, biological contaminants, asbestos,
pesticides, and materials from Superfimd sites among a host of other toxic substances swirling in
the flcod waters, National Guard members, along with others, were likely exposed to a wide
range of potential health hazards. Now, in the aftermath of Hurricane Rita, these concems are
further reinforced.

We understand that there are some screening mechanisms in place. However, we request that the
Department of Defense provide the resources and guidance to the States that will ensure that all
Neational Guard and Reserve members who have deployed to operations following Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita receive medical screenings at the conclusion of their deployment, including
those who were on duty for less than 30 days, due to the nature of the potential health risk. Ata
minimum, such screening shonld document types of exposure experienced, injuries or illnesses
incurred, and medical treatment received. Appropriate diagnostic testing should be conducted.
Because of stressful and difficult conditions of service, these screenings should also address
mental health needs. In all cases, service men and women should receive information on how to
follow up on health issues that may emerge after they return home, and the Department of
Defense should ensure that a reporting system is in place to detect any Katrina-related heaith
problems that may arise in this populstion. Screemings will help detect and treat skin,
respiratory, or other ailments and also help document possible service connections to symptoms
and ilincsses which may arise after National Guard members return home.

Too often in the past, the United States Government has fallen short of its obligations to those
who have served our country by failing to acknowledge or address service-related health
problems. Curmrent law now requires pre- and post-deployment medical assessments for those
service members deployed outside the United States, and we are pleased that the Department of
Defensc has recognized the need to extend that requirement to those working on Joint Task
Force Katrina. As indicated, however, we believe it is important that such screenings include the
thousands of National Guard and Resexve members who may be activated for under 30 days.
Furthermore, a report by the Government Accountability Office indicated that a disturbingly

0SD 19867-05
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high percentage of Army and Air Force service members missed one or both of their overseas
pre- and post-deployment health assessments. We hope and expect that record to improve for
those serving abroad and for similar care to be extended to those serving in this tough mission
here at home. i

We are united in our commitment to help those affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and our
admiration for those who have answered the call for rescue and relief missions to help those
stranded by the hurricanes and to assist in the recovery and rebuilding effort. It is imperative that
they receive the proper health care needed as a result of their deployment. Recognizing that the
health repercussions of this service may not be immediately spparent, we regard the collection of
data and instructions on where to go for follow-up examinations or assistance as vitally
important, Thank you for your attention to these issues.

Richard J. Durbin HBarack Obama
United States Senator United States S United States Senator
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September 29, 2005 i

Hon. Powell A. Moore

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department Of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chlcago office from my constltuen
®)6) Attached you will find him letter which gives a more accurate description and

explanatlon of his issues.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise Scott
Hooks, who assists me in these matters, of your findings. |

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Scott Hooks at (312) 886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

G

Senator Barack Obama
United States Senator

0SD 20632-05
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October 19, 2005

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld: |
|

We are writing to express our concern about the lack of political balance in talk
radio programming on the Department of Defense’s (DoD) American Forces Network
and to request a definitive timeline by which we can expect DoD to correct this
imbalance.

More than a year ago, the Senate unanimously adopted a resolution offered by
Senator Harkin expressing the sense of the Senate that the Secretary of Defense should
ensure full implementation of the American Forces Radio and Television Service goal of
maintaining equal opportunity balance with respect to political programming.

AFN Radio carries the shows of a wide range of conservatives, including Rush
Limbaugh, Dr. Laura Schlesinger, and James Dobson, to the near total exclusion of
progressive talk radio hosts. This is in violation of DoD’s own guidelines on political
programming on the American Forces Network, specifically, DoD Directive 5120.20R,
which calls for political programming on American Forces Network that is “characterized
by its fairness and balance,” as well as news programming guided by a “principle of
fairness” that requires “reasonable oppommltles for the presentatlon of conflicting views
on important controversial public issues.”

On September 29, 2005, Manny Levy, Chief of the Radio Division of the
American Forces Network Broadcast Center, formally advised the syndicate that
distributes “The Ed Schultz Show” that AFN Radio would “begin carrying the first hour
‘ of ‘The Ed Schultz Show’ each day, beginning Monday, October 17, 2005 at noon PT/3
: ET.” However, higher-level DoD officials subsequently backtracked on this
commitment. A Pentagon spokesman said that Mr. Levy “got ahead of the process,” and
that no decision had been made in a review of which programming to add to the network.

Inclusion of “The Ed Schultz Show” would have been a first, partial step toward
achieving balance in political programming on AFN Radio. Even that first step has been
abruptly canceled. Why, more than a year since the Senate passed its resolution, has
DoD not implemented any program changes to balance political programming? At this
late date; why is DoD still in violation of its own guidelines for political programming on
AFN Radio? Given the time that has passed since this issue was brought to the attention
of DoD by the Senate, the problem is not that Mr. Levy was “ahead of the process.” The
problem is that DoD is woefully behind in addressing this imbalance and coming into full
compliance with its own guidelines and procedures.

0SD 21436-05




We request that you provide us with an action plan and timeline for achieving
greater political balance in AFN Radio programming as quickly as possible. We
respectfully request that you respond to this letter by November 1, 2005.

Sincerely,
ot |
Tom Harkin :
United States Senator United States Senat
Carl Levin Frank Lautenberg
United States Senator United States Senator :
/%423.#: .
Mark Dayton :
United States Senator ted States Senator i
|
Barack Obama ' Ron Wyden i
United States Senator tates Senator
Daniel Akaka Christopher Dodd
United States Senator United States Senator
: ennedy Russell Feingold
tategfenat United States Senator
[ )
United States Senato
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October 26, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore

Assistant Secretary of Defense For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

Thgenclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office from my constituen _
®X6)" | Attached you will find his letter which gives a more accurate description and
explananon of his issues.

I'would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise Scott
Hooks, who assists me in these matters, of your findings.

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, plcase do not hesitate to
contact Scott Hooks at (312) 886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Sl

Senator Barack Obama
United States Senator

Office of U.S. Senator Barack Obama
230 8. Dearborn St., Suite 3900
Chicago, IL 60604 ;

BO/sh
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Wnited States Senate. <
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 i A »
October 27, 2005

-,

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secrctary of Dcfense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1000

Decar Mr. Sceretary,

We arc writing to urge you to ensure that the ncxt supplemental budget request for Iraq and
Afghanistan includes a request for full funding of the Common Remotely Operatcd Weapons
Station (CROWS) program. The Army has indicated a requirement for $206 million in FY06
supplemental funding to provide an additional 820 of these units to our men and women
overseas, and to ramp up for future production. We believe this request should be supported by
the Administration and included in the formal supplemental funding request to Congress. We
further ask that you request full funding for this program in FY07 as a part of the DoD’s regular
budpgct.

A few months ago Senator Salazar received a letter from an Army Specialist serving in Iraq
whose [riend was killed by an JED, His letter reads as follows:

Two days ago a good friend of mine was killed in action when an Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) detonated next to his Humvee, He was sitting in the gunner scat and pulling
rear security. [ have seen automated guns that can go on the top of these same Humvees.
‘These guns arc controlled from inside the vehicle. Why are these guns not on every
Ilumvee?... The four people that were inside the vehicle were physically unharmed. If the
answer is money, then I would really like to know how much my friend’s lifc was worth.

With only a few systems deployed, CROWS is already saving lives of soldiers in [raq today by
moving soldiers out of the exposed gunner’s scat and inside the protective shell of an up-armored
Humvee. We understand that during the last two weeks of Septcmber three CROWS units were
struck by Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs). Despite damage to the Humvees, the three
CROWS mounts remained operational to engage the enemy. More importantly, all 12 soldiers
including the gunners were inside, protected by armor, and received only minor injuries.

Funding the CROWS program at thc Army’s requested amount of $206 million will provide our
soldiers with roughly 820 of these impressive and life-saving systems. [t is imperative for the
safety of our soldicrs that this program continue to move ahead with the utmost attention and
support from your Department and from Congress. ‘
We stand ready to work with you on this vitally important matter.

Sincerely,

Ken S\O-QM/M

Senator Ken Salazar () Senator Richard Burr

Scnater Carl Levin éor Jon Kyl ¥ gSD 21326.05
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Senator Lincoln Chafee

Senatof Jon Coninc\)

Dl Rt [l 8 Focptd

Senator Russell Feingold

i
@M/ea@wg
Senator Frark Lautenberg : Senator Barack Obama

Se ack Reed Sdnator Sohn D. Rockc#ller
&/ ‘
Senator Edward Kennedy . Séwmator Debbi

MNOU-23-20D1 ©8:88 2022285835 ; 96% P.83




Bnited States Senate .

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

November 3, 2005

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As you prepare your budget request for Fiscal Year 2007, we ask that you include
funding which will fully equip the Army National Guard with combat equipment which has dual
use by the States for domestic emergencies.

We also ask the administration to address the recommendations of the Government
Accountability Office with respect to the need to improve National Guard equipment readiness
and its integration into Army transformation initiatives.

The Army National Guard plays a crucial role in State response to domestic emergencies.
The greatly diminished percentage of equipment on-hand in our Guard units carries with it the
risk of not only denying these units the equipment needed to conduct good training for their
combat mission but also leaves them with fewer tools to support State responses to natural
disasters, terrorist incidents or other emergencies. While it is possible to shift equipment from
State to State, it is clear that National Guard response will be faster if the needed equipment is
available for training and closer to the point of need.

Specific items of National Guard equipment are of particular value for homeland security
purposes. These include trucks of various sizes, communications equipment, night vision
devices, engineer equipment and helicopters. Unfortunately, the National Guard has troubling
shortages in all of these areas. Nationwide the Guard has only 2/3 of the Humvees, 3/4 of the
radios, half of the night vision devices and 1/4 of the modern medium trucks it needs to be
mission responsive. Moreover, due to combat wear and the operational need for returning units
to leave some equipment behind in the combat zone, these shortages are getting worse.

Please give full consideration to the homeland security value of National Guard
equipment and include in your budget request a plan to bring our Guard up to 100% of key

WS o Yool
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December 1, 2005

Thie Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary

Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

-
g

Dear S‘é—cretary Rurasfe!d:

I am writing to express my concern over reports of civilian casualties arising from the
U.S. military’s use of white phosphorus in Iraq, and to urge your office to thoroughly investigate
these incidents.

I understand that while the United States is a party to the Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons (CCW), it has not ratified Protocol III of thai convention, which
regulates the use of incendiary weapons, such as white phosphorus. As a result, the United
States has not agreed to ban the use of white phosphorus against military targets. Nonetheless, i
any use of white phosphorous — or any other incendiary weapon which ignites on exposure to '
oxygen and can burn humran skin down to the bone if not extinguished — in an area with a large
civilian population is deeply iroubling.

Iniuially, the Department of Defense claimed that the white phosphorus was used only for
illumination purposes, but the Department later admitted that in fact it was used to target
insurgents in Fallujah. I do not question the honor and integrity of our brave men and women
fighting in Iraq, but I ain concemea that the use of such a weapon in a highly populated location
like Fallujah may undermine a ciitical aspect of our mission there: winning the hearts and minds
of the Iraqi people.

Allegations that white phosphorus may have resulted in the death or injury of civilians
are serious, and I ask that your off'ce make the investigation of this issue a priority, for the
people of Iraq, for our soldiers, and for the American public.

I look forward to your response within the next ten days.

Sincerely,

Barack Obama
United States Senator

0SD 24153-05
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March 7, 2006

Honorable Donald Rumsfeld

Secretary of Defense

c/o Legislative Affairs

The Pentagon - s
Washington, District of Columbia 20301

= - —

Dear Mr. Secretary:

respond to me.

Thank you in advance for your attention and prompt response on behalf of my

constituent.
Sincerely,
Barack Obama
United States Senator
Enclosure

T TATIEDS
ENVIROCNMENT AND
PUBLIC W3RKS
FOREIGN RELATICNS
VETERANS' AFFAIRS

A constituent of mine serving in Iraq has expressed concerns regarding a phone service
contract and new charges for certain soft drinks. I have enclosed these concerns and ask that you

0SD 04483-06
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March 17, 2006

The Honorable Daniel R. Stanley

Asstant, Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Assistant Secretary Stanley:

‘The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office from my constituent,|
"| Attached you will find her letter which gives 2 more accurate description and
explananon of the issues.

T would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise Scott
Hooks, who assists me in these matters, of your findings.

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
| contac! Scott Hooks at 312-886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerzly,
=>
€
Senator Barack Obama
United, States Sepator

BO/sh
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WASHINGTON DC 20510-1306

April 17, 2006

Honorable Donald Rumsfeld

Secretary of Defense

Legislative Affairs

The Pentagon Z ‘ .
Washingion, District of Columbia 20301 .

Dear Mr. Secretary:

One of my constituents has contacted me to express her concerns that the military does
not pay for soldiers to be transported to their homes once they reach their bases. I have enclosed
her original correspondence and ask that you respond to her directly with any guidance you may
be able to offer.

1 appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

| Barack Obama
' United States Senator

Enclosure

OSD 06701-06
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 16, 2006

Mr. Daniel R. Stanley

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Mr. Stanley:

The enclosed corres
acknowledgment to 0"
have indicated that this matter would be referred to your attention.

e was dehvered to my Chlcago District oﬂice I have sent an ;

I assured my constituent that you would give full consideration to his request in a timely manner.

I would appreciate any additional information that would ai | Thank you for your
time and attention to this matter.
Sincerely, :
@%@\9\ :
I
Senator Barack Obama {
United States Senafor . - . |
) : - 5
BO/sh
Enclosure
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August 3, 2006

The Honorable Robert Wilkie

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense :
1300 Defense Pentagon A
Washington, District of Columbia 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Wilkie:

The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office regarding E-J Industies, Inc.
Attached you will find a letter which gives a more accurate description and explanation of the
issues.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter at your carliest convenience. Please advise
Scott Hooks, who assists me in these matters, of your findings.

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Scott Hooks at (312) 886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, '

G

Senator Barack Obama
United Stares Senator

BO/sh
Enclosure :
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 |
August 8, 2006

Mr. Robert Wilkie

Acting Assistant Seeretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 26301-1300

Dear Mr. Wilkic:
The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office from my constituent, -

- 7 Attached you will find his letter which gives a more accurate description
and explanation of his issues.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise A
Scott Hooks, who assists me in these matters, of your findings. i

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Scott Hooks at (312) 886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Senator Barack Obama
United States Senator '

BO/sh
Enclosure
| ’ [] |
—_ 8/28/2006 10:03:38 AM - )
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Fax (312) 886-3514 Fax (217) 492-6099




SEP-@7-2006 17:39 Senator Barack Obama 22228541 F.yuls02

United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

September 7, 2006

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense |
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

We are writing conceming the ongoing study on the effects of wind energy projects on
military readiness that the Department of Defense (DoD) is performing in response to Section
358 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (P.L. 109-163). The study
was due no later than May 7, 2006, yet the Department has missed this deadline and no report, to
date, has been released.

In March 2006, the DOD and Department of Homeland Security released an interim
policy that resulted in the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) issuance of “Notices of
Presumed Hazard" to wind projects located within a radar line of site of the National Air Defense
and Homeland Security Radars. Many of the projects that received these notices are Jocated in
the Midwest. Each day this report remains delinquent, these wind energy projects lose
opportunities for new investment, and may not be able to meet deadlines for completion.
Additionally, due to the limited number of companies with expertise in windmill farm
construction, the delay involving current projects indirectly affects a large number of proposed
projects. As a result, wind development has been halted in its tracks, with the threat of
permanent derailment.

Although we eagerly await the findings of the DOD study, we are concerned that the
study will report on interference from wind turbines on radar systems, but will not adequately
examine effective mitigation opportunities. Therefore, we are concerned about the impact of the
report on overall wind production.

We ask that you immediately expedite the completion of this report and that the report
include a clear articulation of any conflict between the windmill farms and military radar
installations. This is necessary to provide clarity for the industry and allow these companies to
move forward with their projects. We also ask that you ensure the report meets the requirements
of the National Defense Authorization Act by identifying any technologies that could mitigate
any adverse effects on the military operations identified.

We understand that the nomination of Mr. Robert L. Wilkie to be Assistant Secretary for
Legislative Affairs for the Department of Defense (DoD) is pending before the Senate. We have
placed a “hold” on this nomination because of the Department’s failure to meet the deadline for
completion and release of the aforementioned congressionally mandated report.

&;J_Jg 0s 141-06‘ .
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We would appreciate your effort to release this long-awaited report prior to consideration
|
:
\

of this nomination. 3
Sincerely, '

Barack Obama ' Richard J. Duxbji

United States Senator United States Senator
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. WASHINGTON, DC 20510

September 25, 2006

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20350

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We write to express our strong support for the E-10 Technology Development Program '
and its critical Multi-Platform — Radar Technology Insertion Program (MP-RTIP). This large
r radar will provide unique capabilities in the Global War on Terrorism and against threats for
decades to come. Congress has long supported Joint STARS operations and the information it
provides to the warfighter. MP-RTIP will provide a quantum increase in capability over the
current Joint STARS radar, and is required to increase our forces’ ability to detect, track and
identify ground moving targets, as well as providing a key link in cruise missile defense
capability.

Congress has supported the development of the MP-RTIP radar with the commitment of
over a billion dollars to date for the development of this vital program. We believe that it would
be unwise for the Department of Defense to abandon this program after years of successful
development, especially when DoD is on the verge of actually characterizing and demonstrating
the radar's expected capability. Congress supports the plan to fly the large radar on an E-10, or
on an E-8 as originally envisioned, thereby validating the significant investment in developing
this critical technology.

We seek your assurance that the Department remains committed to fully fund this critical
capability in the budget for fiscal year 2008 as stated in your recent Quadrennial Defense Review
report that was submitted to Congress. The Department must continue to demonstrate and
characterize the MP-RTIP radar and validate, via live flight, the capability to complete the kill
chain against both air and ground moving targets.

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD OSEPH I. LIEBERMAN
United S enator United States Senator
SAXBY S KSON
United States tor ' United States Senator
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BILL NELSON
United States Senator
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BARBARA MIKULSKI

United States Sepator

Unite States Senator

PATRICK LEAHY f

United States Senator

et O

TRENT LOTT

United States Senator

MARTINEZ

United States Senator
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PAUL SARBANES
United States Senato

DAVID VITTER
tor

RICHARD DURBIN
United States Senator
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BARACK OBAMA
United States Senator
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United States Department of Defense

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legwlatwe Aﬁ‘ws
Hon. Robert Wilkie

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Hon. Robert Wilkie,

- 7 my office conceming an issue with the
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his concern.

Your assistance in addressing atly appreclatcd. Jamia Porter, one of my
staff members, is in contact wi ~and will appnsc him of your findings. If
you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please
contact Jamia at (217) 492-5089.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,
Barack Obama
United States Senator
607 East Adams St.
Suite 1520
Springfield, IL 62701
(217) 492-5089
BOV-
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WASHINGTON, OC 20510

October 3, 2006

Honorable Robert Wilkie

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

‘Washington, District of Columbia 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Wilkie:

The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office from my constituer e
Attached you will find his letter which gives a more accurate description and
explanatum of his issues.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise Scott ;
Books, who assists me in these matters, of your findings.

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Scott Hooks at 312-886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

G = I

Senator Barack Obama
United States Senator
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BARACK OBAMA COMMITTEES:
ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

FOREIGN RELATIONS I

Glanltm %tﬁtm %tnﬂtt VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 7, 2007

United States Department of Defense

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Hon. Robert Wilkie

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Hon. Robert Wilkie,

My constituent | contacted my office concerning an issue with the

Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his concern.

Your assistance in addressing this matter is greatly appreciated. Jamia Porter, one of my staff
members, is in contact with} d will apprise him of your findings. If you have
any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please contact Jamia at
(217) 492-5089.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Barack Obama
United States Senator

607 East Adams St.
Suite 1520
Springfield, IL 62701
(217) 492-5089
BOYjdl
_ OSD 02510.07
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CLAIRE McCASKILL
MISSQUA!

Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 2, 2007 ‘ ;

Hon. Robert Gates

. Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

We are writing to urge you to relieve from duty Lieutenant Gereral (LTG) Kevin Kilcy, the
Army Surgcon General and Commander of Army Medical Command. LTG Kiley commanded Walter
Reed Army Medical Center from June 2002 to September 2004 and has scrved as Army Surgeon General
since that time. Both in his tenure as Commander at Walter Reed and as Army Surgeon General, LTG
Kiley was aware of the unacceptable living conditions for outpatients and the lack of assistance for our
nation’s injured service men and women fighting the military medical bureaucracy. By all accounts and
LTG Kijley’s own words, it is clear that he failed to address these problems.

Under the command of then Major General Kiley, a culture of neglect and indifference to
outpatient concerns developed at Waller Reed. LTG Kilcy’s recent statements indicate he is stubbornly
continuing to propagate this command climate now as Army Surgeon General, even as senior Army and
Department of Defense officials acknowledge the problems in the Army Medical Command. Simply
stated, LTG Kiley does not get it. It is my belief that the dismissive command climate established by LTG
Kiley is nothing short of 2 national disgrace and that a vital step in temedying the problem is hig removal . i
from command. We note that the removal of those subordinate to LTG Kiley eerily mirrors the i
embarrassment of Abu Ghraib when underlings were scapegoated to ingulate those higher in the chain of
command.

We are aware that Major General (MG) George Weightman, the head of Walter Reed, was
relieved of his command at the facility. Yet M(: Weightinan commanded the facility for just seven
months. LTG Kiley, on the ather hand, cstablished many of the procedures and poligies that are in place
at Walter Reed and has had continuous oversight of the facility since June of 2002. It is evident that LTG
Kiley set the tone of indifference during his command at Walter Recd and allowed this tone to now spread
through the full Army Medical Command.

We note in particular the contrast between MG Weightman's response to the recent series of
Washington Post articles about Walter Reed and L1'G Kiley’s response. MG Weightman immediately
and publicly took personal responsibility for the problems at Walter Reed. Meanwhile, his commander
and predecessor, L'1G Kiley, dismissed the problems outlined in the articles as minor. We know from
your public statements, those of Secretary Gates and my own personal inspection of Walter Reed earlier
this weck that the problems are not minor.

IWIHIMIIII'MII!IWIIIIIIIHIIWMIMIWII
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Hon. Robert Gates
March 2, 2007
Page 2

You also likely share our astonishment in reading of the experiences of]| “
House Defensc Appropriations Subconimitle¢ meniber Rep. Bill Young. She recently described to the
Washington Post (“Hospital Offjcials Knew of Negleet,” March 1, 2007) her and her husband’s repeated
encounters with Kiley during hi command at Walter Rr.ed where they hs.d raxsed concerns about what
they had scen at the hospital. [
blamed everyone else.”

LTG Kiley’s own public statements following the Washingron Post scrics also reveal serious
problems in his command approach. LTG Kiley immiediately suggested that the situation was blown out
of proportion, stating to the media on g tour of Building 18 on February 22, 2007 that the problems
“wereri’( serious and there weren’t a lot of (iein.” He also said tliat the problems were not “emblematic
of a process of Welter Reed that has abandoned soldiers and their families.”

In an appearance on February 217 on the News Howr with Jim Lehrer, Kiley said, “We’re not
letting soldiers languish ” He explained, “The issues ... have been about the quality of life, specifically
some of the issues in Building 18, and then the bureaucracy.” The next day LTG Kiley explained at 2
press conference that “while we have some issues hére, this is not horrific, catastrophic failure.” It is 2
caiastrophic failure when disabled soldicrs and their familics are foreed to endure months and often years
of bureaucratic obstacles and iiijured men and womcu are living in housing infested with vermin with
walls are covered in mold.

Lt. General Kiley musi be held accountable. The nation owes our military men and women who
have sacrificed for our country the very best in medical care, services and support, ot a new fight with a
Byzantine command climate and medical bureaucracy. That requires a senior commander who believes in )
establishing a command climate that dernands and delivers the best, not a culture of neglect and '
indifference. The problems in the Army Medical Command have occurred both under LTG Kiley's
command and decause of LTG Kiley's cornmand. One important step in fxing them is to terminate LTG
Kiley’s command.

We are hopeful that the Army will heed of the words of Vice Chief of Staff General Richard
Cody when he called the problems “a breakdown in leddership.” (“At Walter Reed, “We're Going to Pix
It,”™ Washington Post, Fcbruary 22, 2007). All indications arc that the lcader most responsible for these
failures is LTG Kiley.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

MCEASK L’c 2 BARACK OBAMA

Senator
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BARACK OBAMA
ILLINOIS
Rnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
May 3, 2007
Honorable Robert Wilkie
Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Wilkie:

COMMITTEES:

ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

FOREIGN RELATIONS
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

A group of Illinois constituents have expressed concern regarding a FOIA request for
information on students at the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation. I would
appreciate your careful review of this matter and direct correspondence to these constituents. I

would also appreciate your forwarding me a copy of your letter.

Please find this constituent correspondence enclosed. Thank you for your prompt

attention and response.

Sincerely,

d Barack Obama
United States Senator

Enclosure
5/15/2007 2:25.19 PM
WASHINGTON OFRICE CHicaGO OFRCE SPRINGFELD OFFICE MAaRriON OrFICE Moune OFrRce
713 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 230 S. DEARBORN 607 EAST ADAMS 701 NorTH COURT STREET 1811 52ND AVENUE
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 SuiTe 3900 SuTE 1520 Marion, IL 62959 Moune, IL 61265
QOrrice (202) 224-2854 CHICAGO, IL 60604 SPRINGRELD, L 82701 OFricE (618) 997-2402 OFRACE (309) 736-1217
FAx (202} 228-4260 Orrice (312) 886-3506 OFRICE {217) 492-5089 Fax {618) 897-2850 Fax (309) 736-1233
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BARACK OBAMA
e . - HEALTH, swc.mou. LABOR AND PENSIONS
2 | .‘ m&mﬂ
Wnited States Senate . romenmunos
WASHINGTON, DC 20810 ' VETERANS' AFFAIRS -

May 8, 2007

- President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

- Dear Mr. President:

I'm troubled by reports that our emergency response capabxhtles continue to be hampered
because National Guard resources have been diverted overseas. The Guard prov:des our
first defense against disasters that strike on our soil. In light of the tragic events in
Greensburg, Kansas, I’m writing to ask you that the federal government casure that the
Natwnal Guardhasthemouroesneccssarytompondtodnsasmhcrc athome

Inmyhome state oflllinoxs,theAermonaledmpomshomguofu-ucks, carth
movers, and other equipment critical to emergency response. According to the :
Government Accomltability Offfice, the Illinois National Guard only bas 45.6% of its
dual-use equipment on hand. That’s under half of what we need to dam the Mississippi if
it overflows. That's under half of what we need to respond to deadly tonadoes. That’
under half of what we need to cvacuate womdedcivxlians from an attack.

Our National Guard should never be overstretched to the point where we allow our
homeland security and emergency response capabilities to erode. We must provide owr
troops w:th all of the resources they need to perfom then' missions overscas, but we must

thrca.

Governor Sebelius was right to question the diversion of the Guard’s resources and
personnel overseas. There's no question that this has undercut our emergency -
preparedness and our homeland security. While the Emergency Management Assistance -
Compact aliows states 1o cooperate in times of emergeicy, you know that during & ‘
disaster, time equals lives, and the extra time needed to mobilize outside assistance
cannot compare with the effectiveness of having people and equipment positioned and
ready to respond 10 a disaster. Your administration should make availabie all aid
necessary to help the residents of Greensburg recover from the tragedy that leveled their
homes. The National Govemmors Association has requested budget authority to reequip
Army and Air National Guard unhsretmningﬁ'omovetsens wmissions — andthatuxthonty
should bc granted.
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We caﬁnot afford to learn a lesson about umnctneeds cach time a disaster strikes. The

National Guard is the essential mechanism through which states prepare for and respond

to emergencies. If your administration chooses to divert state resources to assist the
mlhtary overseas, this gap should be filled in order to protect Americans at home.

United States Sepate

Enclosure
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e ~ nited States Senate

_“MSHNGNN&DCﬂEHI"

. May22, 2007

The Honorable Robert Gates -
Secretary of Defense -
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gatcs

In recent months, tmublmg alleganons ‘have surfaced at Ft. Carson, Colorado,
suggesting that soldiers are not receiving adequate care for mental health problems
incurred as a result of combat service in fraq and Afghanmm

Specifically, suldmrs have assezted ﬂzax thcy are not receiving comprehensive
treatment for Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and mental healih issues, such as Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). They have also alleged that the command climate
discourages soldiers from seeking help for these problems. As a result, we dispatched
members of our staff to Ft. Carson last week to mv&shgaxe these claims.

While Ft. Carson has mkensomczmponantstcps to improve care for soldiers—
including implementing mandatory TBI screemng and enhaucing the pre- and post-
deployment screening process—the reality remains that the base is facing significant
chalienges in providing mental health care services. The Department of Defense Mental
Health Task Force recently found that the stigma of mental illness and injury is pervasive
across our Armed Forces—and Ft. Carson is proving to be no exception.

After meeting with soldiers as well as commanders at the base, our staff
concluded that the stigma of mental illness is a significant bartier to care. They also
determined there is a considerable lack of resources to adequately support the
psychological needs of our service members and their families, and a lack of training and
education regarding mental health problems for ieaders from the division level to the unit
Jevel. These issues are severely impairing the ability of our Army and the Department of
Defense to produce andmamtamthebesttmnadand equmped military fighting force in
the world.

While visiting the base, our staﬁ' received a commitment from Major General
Jeffrey Hammond, Commander 4% Ifantry Division, that he will investigate claims of
command intimidation and lack of access to timely mental health services. They also
received his commitment to train: mhw;rpasonnel on Lhe mental health challenges
many of our service members face '

08766-0

lllnm‘iml i iy

007 2:26:23




05/22/07 18:51 FAX ool

While we are pleased at this commitment, it is apparent that the challenges at Ft.
Carson cannot be solved by General Hammond alone. - Therefore, we urge you to ensure
that Ft. Carson and every other military installation facing similar problems are g:vm the
resources and direction necessary to provide an optimal level of care for our service
members. We will be following-up -with a mére detailed staff report on Ft. Carson in the
near futare, and we expect the Department of Defense to immediately review those
findings and take appropriate action to see that any and all problems are corrected.

Congress and the American people have made clear, especially following the
revelations at Walter Reed Anmy Medical Center, that substandard care for injured
service members wﬂlnotbetoletated ‘These men and women have stood up for our
country, and we have no greater obhsatlon than to stand with them and their families in
their hours of greatest need.

Please respond as soon as possible to md.lcate yt!trplans to address these issues.

é’m%,(

Barbara Boxer




BARACK OBAMA COMMITTEES:

LLERe01S HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS
HOMELAND SECURITY AND
- GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Wnited Dtates Senate coReiGN AT
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 VETERANS' AFFAIRS

United States Department of Defense

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Hon. Robert Wilkie

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Hon. Robert Wilkie, e

My constituent is concerned and would like to have a health and welfare check concerning
the enclosed issue at Fort Victory.

Your assistance in addressing this matter is greatly appreciated. Jamia Porter, one of my staff
members, is in contact with the constituent and will apprise them of your findings. If you
have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please contact
Jamia at (217) 492-5089.

Thank you for your assistance
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