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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

14 November 2014

David J. Hluska

Acting Director, Communications and Information
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300

USAF Academy CO 80840-5001

John Greenewald Jr.

Dear Mr. Greenewald

This is our final response to your 25 October 2013 Freedom of Information Act request in
which you requested a copy all documents, electronic or otherwise, that pertain to the change to
the Air Force Honor Oath, wherein cadets no longer say "so help me God.". We received your
request on 29 October 2013. Your case has been assigned case number 2014-00484-F.

This information was reviewed by the Office of Primary responsibility, the Staff Judge
Advocate and my staff in accordance with The Privacy Act of 1974 (as supplemented by Air
Force Instruction 33-332, Privacy Act Program) and the Freedom of Information Act, United
States Code, Title 5 (as supplemented by DoDR 5400.7-R, DoD Freedom of Information Act
Program). We found 334 page of information responsive to your request. We have withheld the
information from release in part as it contains information that if disclosed, would result in a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy as well as inter and intra agency records that
could be withheld under the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure in civil litigation under the pre-
decisional, deliberative process privilege. This privilege is asserted when necessary to protect the
quality of the agency pre-decisional/deliberative process. The authority for these exemptions are
United States Code, Title 5, Section 552 (b5) and (b)(6) (reference a) of the Freedom of
Information Act.

You may appeal this decision by writing to the Secretary of the Air Force within 60 days of
the date of this letter. Include in your appeal your reasons for reconsideration and attach a copy
of this letter. Address your letter as follows:

Office of the Secretary of the Air Force
Thru: USAFA/AG (FOIA)

5136 Community Center Drive

USAF Academy CO 80840-4200

Developing Leaders of Character



The FOIA Reform Act of 1986 requires that we review each request to determine a requester’s
assessment of fee category. Based on your request, we have placed you in the “Other” fee
category. In this case, no were assessed.

11/14/2014

Sincerely

X David J. Hluska

Signed by: HLUSKA.DAVID.J.1024062909

DAVID J. HLUSKA, Civ, DAF
Acting Director, Communications and Information
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Lt. General Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendent

USAFA

2304 Cadet Drive Suite 3300
USAF Academy, Co 80804-5001

Honor Oath

Madam:

I am not a person who typically writes when [ am angered by an issue, but ﬂ\ds issue, I felt needed my direct

attention,

First, let me state, that my family combined, former and currently serving, hls over 100 years of duty to the

United States Air Force and this great country!

I must make clear, that the issue before you and the Cadets to remove “so help me God” from the Honor
Qath, is one that should not be taken lightly. It should also be noted that this is a long standing history with

all of the Academies. The fact that a liberal newspaper and Anti-Christian F
Academy to remove this is insane and unjust. What about our rights as Chri

It is people such as Mr. [*®) and liberalism that is destroying this great

undation, is pressuring the
sHans?

country. Do not bow to their

demands! Iam proud to be an Air Force daughter, wife and Mom! I was raised in the Air Force and was

taught to respect those who serve and did serve. I was there at Hickam AFB
Every day we would leave school to greet them. What a beautiful sight!

when the POW’s came home.

Do not disgrace our service members and those who have fought and died fcl;r this great country by removing
or changing anything. Do not bow to those who do not understand tradition, Honor, Duty, Country and most
importantly GOD! If they oppose seeing the word “God”, tell them not to visit the Academy!

ral

/7 1 ;/

X6)




1FES

BIZTy

= 15

{
e
e
N f&f’@' é’,‘smﬂ/é’/vfc/ 09 LAF

_)?,/ 9—‘7‘,_,_.9”/ h.’&/ S@J,’JLB" /fy/,g;/?

SSviyde

/

29

et ooy R B et

r70| ﬂ‘a'?/ ‘.?’—7
I

Spossapp U YUY D YT

S 43/9#/

ny/-fu .ZL(( R i |

-rd the announcement that the Air Force
;0 help me God” from the Honor Code

't lie, cheat, steal or tolerate those who
mandments, Then God delivered all

| not steal”, “You shall not bear false
iments are a set of biblical principles

% in Judaism and Christianity on which our

N

TOhT EDLE DODDOD 0090 ETOL

2y with the beautiful spires rising to the

Js Freedom Foundation, is one person
the end of the Honor Code Oath. Have
“andparents and the American taxpayers

;0 help me God” at the end of the oath?

—
e

i

airplane aﬂout to crash, | wonder if he

'eping the entire honor oath including the

Smcerely](

chuua-lu.n.p" J
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October 25, 2013
)

Brig. General Gregory Lengyel
Commandant of Cadets

United States Air Force Academy
4700 Ponderosa Drive

Colorado Springs, CO 80840

Dear Sir:

This evening on the NBC Nightly News we heard the announcement that the Air Force
Academy is considering dropping the phrase “so help me God” from the Honor Code
Oath. We were aghast!

The oath the 4400 cadets swear to....“they won't lie, cheat, steal or tolerate those who
do, so help me God. Exodus 20 - “The Ten Commandments, Then God delivered all
these commandments” which inciude “You shall not steal”, “You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor.” The Commandments are a set of biblical principles
relating to ethics which play a fundamental role in Judaism and Christianity on which our
country was founded.

The Protestant Chapel at the Air Force Academy with the beautlful spires rising to the
heavens symbolize and honor faith in God.

(b){6)

founder of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, is one person
who objects to the phrase “so help me God” at the end of the Honor Code Oath. Have
you considered that the cadets, their parents, grandparents and the American taxpayers
support the Honor Code Oath and the phrase “so help me God” a{t the end of the cath?

|

be a passenger on an airplane about to crash, | wonder if he

(b)(®)

Should
would pray to God?

We strongly recommend that you reconsider keeping the entire honor oath including the
phrase “so help me God.”

Sincerely,

{b)(6)

(b)(6)

%c: Lt. General Michelle Johnson, Superintendent
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support of Desert Shield/Storm, the privilege 1 had to carry a pocket size bible was forever with
me. I do not believe in proselytization, 1 do believe that a promise, an path, or an affirmation
made under God coveys a substantial conviction toward carrying the ir!}tent of the promise made.
The United States Air Force is built on the integrity, honor and commitment of both
commissioned and enlisted members who also promise to give their lifk in defense of our nation.

Again, I hope you will recognize and carefully consider the weight of your decision as it
will have a profound effect on all who come before you and will follow you in your mission to
prepare the very finest cadets to become officers. Further, honor and integrity are not peculiar to
officers but the enlisted are required to follow all legal orders of the officers appointed over them
and all serve our nation under the same “God.” It is not peculiar to the Baptist, Catholic,
Episcopal, Lutheran, Protestant, Jewish, or other faith though this nation was built on the Judeo-
Christian belief for which there should never be an apology.

Like voting, the military encourages you to vote because that is jyour privilege, and our
leaders stop there because they do not want to know if or how you voted, just that the privilege is
there and you defend it daily. '

Under “God™ is much the same because you have the privilege o believe in your chosen
faith or not, so long as it does not conflict with the laws of our govemmfent. [ managed quite
successfully to have my dog tags reflect “no religious preference” thou sh that does not mean
don’t believe in God. On the other hand, I also defended the right of any person to hold a view
as an agnostic, or an atheist. My point being that all have the same basis for having the belief
system that is uniquely theirs and no one particular view should be preferred over another view,
nor should “under God™ be viewed for only a select audience. It served or country well since its
inception and should continue to do so. '

Thank you for allowing me to express my deeply held belief sysliem “under God” and for
giving consideration to its removal before deliberating over this vital decision. [ ask this of you
as our newest leader of the cadets coming forward.

On a final note, Congratulations on your recent selection as the United States Air Force’s
newest Superintendent. Godspeed!

Respectfully Submitted,

(b)6)
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United States Air Force Academy
Lieutenant General Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendent _

2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001
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October 23, 2013

United States Air Force Academy
Superintendent

Lieutenant General Michelle D. Johnson
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300

USAF Academy. CO 80840-5001

RE: Opinion Piece, written by Mr. Todd Starnes , Fox News Contributor,
http://'www_foxnews.com/opinion/2013/10/23/air-{orce-academy-may-drop-god-from-oath/

Regarding the removal of “God” from the Oath that each Cadet Makes, and Every Officer
Reaffirms

Dear General Johnson,

Suffice it to say, [ find this matter deeply disturbing and am nat a particularly religious
person. The oath, as written is a promise, and much akin to our pledge of allegiance to our flag, °
the oath is the same sworn oath to defend the same principles for whiq;h our nation stands. God
is on the United States currency, and our United States Supreme Court. The promise not to lie,
cheat, or steal, or accept anyone who does is a statement affirming the strength of integrity and
honor, traits which our country stands as the great nation it is. To lessen the commitment for
which the oath is taken by removing under God would irreparably diminish its purpose and
message to all who hear it and are required to follow it.

[ hope you will carefully, willfully, and with premeditation, reach a well thought-out and
deliberate decision with a justification which cannot be challenged in court or by administrative
hearing. '

Though I am not a commissioned officer, the commitments w¢ make and keep are the
same in our efforts to carry out the mission of the Air Force. [ can tell you that when [ was
deployed to Thailand during the Viet Nam conflict and again when I deployed to Saudi Arabia in
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support of Desert Shield/Storm, the privilege I had to carry a pocket size bible was forever with
me. I do not believe in proselytization, 1 do believe that a promise, an dath, or an affirmation
made under God coveys a substantial conviction toward carrying the infent of the promise made.
The United States Air Force is built on the integrity, honor and commit*ncnt of both
commissioned and enlisted members who also promise to give their lifé in defense of our nation.

Again, I hope you will recognize and carefully consider the weifzht of your decision as it
will have a profound effect on all who come before you and will follow you in your mission to
prepare the very finest cadets to become officers. Further, honor and integrity are not peculiar to
officers but the enlisted are required to follow all legal orders of the officers appointed over them
and all serve our nation under the same “God.” It is not peculiar to the Baptist, Catholic,
Episcopal, Lutheran, Protestant, Jewish, or other faith though this nation was built on the Judeo-
Christian belief for which there should never be an apology. |

Like voting, the military encourages you to vote because that is your privilege, and our
leaders stop there because they do not want to know if or how you voted, just that the privilege is
there and you defend it daily. :

Under “God” is much the same because you have the privilege to believe in your chosen
faith or not, so long as it does not conflict with the laws of our governmient. [ managed quite
successfully to have my dog tags reflect “no religious preference” thoil}h that does not mean 1
don’t believe in God. On the other hand, I also defended the right of any person to hold a view
as an agnostic, or an atheist. My point being that all have the same basis for having the belief
system that is uniquely theirs and no one particular view should be preferred over another view,
nor should “under God” be viewed for only a sclect audience. It served or country well since its
inception and should continue to do so. '

Thank you for allowing me to express my deeply held belief syiem “under God” and for
giving consideration to its removal before deliberating over this vital decision. [ ask this of you
as our newest leader of the cadets coming forward.

On a final note, Congratulations on your recent selection as the United States Air Force’s
newest Superintendent. Godspeed!

Respectfully Submitted,

()(6)
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Lieutenant General Michelle D. Johnson
United States Air Force Academy
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300
Colorado Springs, Colorado
80840-5001

October 26, 2013

RE: possilj)le deletion from Oath:
So'Help Me God

Dear Lieutenant General Johnson,

Reportedly, Academy officials are considering the removal of tﬂg above phrase
because a few people do not want to be “offended”. They express their beliefs whene'er
and where'er they want without good reason, gleefully observing capitulation in the name of
political correctness. Most of us are Christian. We are the majority who will be anguished,
if the God of our Fathers is removed from our heritage.

Our wonderful United States of America was founded as a nation based on Judeo-
Christian principles. Those who deny this need to brush up on American history. A few
people resenting this and wishing to erase all mention of God, does not negate this fact.

our founders with blood, suffering, tears, and family and propenty logs. We cave at the first
words of criticism rather than defending our birthright and adopting the strength of our
illustrious Founders. .

We have for%otten how to support and defend the rights and Iib{rties bought for us by

It is important that cadets know their leaders at the Academy exhibit good example and
strength of character by remaining strong in their defense of the beliefs that brought about
this most magnificent America. It is also important that you resist the incessant demands of
allw mindority WQO in their arrogance, injustice and love of power, have nothing else to qualify
their demands.

The backbone of our nation is God and if we continue to deny him, God will finally prefer
to let us be lost rather than interfere with our choices. |f we continue to push God away, our
nation is lost.

Have we forgotten what it is to be American?
&)

no emall
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October 24, 2013

Lt. General Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendant USAF Academy
2034 Cadet Dr, Ste 3300

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001

Dear General Johnson:

Once again | awaken to find an attack by someone against God or Christianity and
I am very upset. I find the charge to remove "so help me God" from the cadet oath
another attack from the minority who are determined to reverse the years of our
founding principles. I think most of these charges are urged and financed by
George Soros who is determined to make this an open soclety a secular society to
the detriment of our core values. ,
|

Since the phrase "'so help me God" is at the end of the oath, a person who did not
want to say it could just stop before the end. They should not be able to have their
way over all others.

I am 80 years of age and never thought I would see the things that are happening in
this country. I am the widow of a CMSGT of 21 years service, a mother of a retired
MAJ, Space Command and the descendant of many ancestors who arrived on our
shores as early as 1642. They fought in the Rev. War and some have been in every
war since. I think it important to remember why all those p£ple crossed the
Atlantic Ocean in the little ships in the first place before we think about taking God
out of the equation.. | hope you will consider carefully.

Thank you for reading and congratulations on a stellar care+r.

Sincerely,
{b)(6)
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e
Attorney at Law
16
16
e
October 25,2013
LTG Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendent
United States Air Force Academy
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300
U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 80840-5001
Dear General Johnson: ;
|
I am a West Point classmate of L who

was Commandant of the Air Force Acaderﬁy from 1973 to 1975.

Yesterday evening, I heard [ on Megan

Kelly's program on Fox News disécomplalrt agamst the Air Force
Academy about the phrase, "so help me God." I would likelto express my opinion.

The "No Religious Test" provision in the Constitl';tion (last provision in
Article VI) states clearly in plain English that no religionis test is required as a
qualification to any office under the United States. In other words, a person does
not have to prove he or she is a Protestant, Catholic or member of a religion in
order to hold an office. [®© |himself, an atheist, is the living proof that
he was not given a religious test as a qualification to hold the office of Cadet at the
United States Air Force Academy, no matter what he said at the end of the
Academy's honor oath.

God bless America and the service academies.

Yours very truhy,

{b)(6)
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First Amendment Decisions Can Bite Back

The 1947 US Supreme Court case of Everson v. Board of Education, unnecessarily
mentioned Thomas Jefferson’s personal letter to the Baptists of Connecticut
assuring them that the protection of their individual right to|free exercise of
religion would not be meddled with by government becausg there was a “wall of
separation between church and state.” In the 1960s, the members of the US
Supreme Court used the “Wall” metaphor to destroy individual religious rights, the
very opposite of Jefferson’s intent. However, Muslims and atheists should now be
forced to abide by those same decisions.

At the Joint Forces Staff College last year, an elective course which had been
taught since 2004 on the possible courses of action to be taken in the event of a
near total war by Muslim jihadists was protested by the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR). The Department of Defense canceled the course. The
instructor, Lieutenant Colonel[~® | had his career ruined. Thus,
Muslims have caused US military officers to be forbidden to study or plan for a
possible war with Muslim jihadists. That’s not right.

(D))

a US Air Force Academy graduate and former Air
orce JAG officer, founded the “Military Religious Freedom Foundation™ which is
an anti-Christian organization. Recently, after("”" |met with Obama
Pentagon appointees regarding court martial procedures to punish Christians, the
Pentagon announced, “Religious proselytization is not permitted within the
Department of Defense.” That’s not right.

“Proselyte” means to advocate or promote a religion. Who| what, when, where and
how is that advocacy made? The possibilities are endless. [There is no boundary.
Yet, the Air Force has paid $4,800 for an advertisement to recruit Muslim chaplains
in Islamic Horizons, the magazine of the Islamic Society of| North America. ISNA
is considered to be a front of the Muslim Brotherhood. That’s not right.

According to the U.S. Supreme Court, a religious belief (i.e. religion) can be a
faith to which all else is subordinate, a place parallel to that filled with God. U.S.
v. Seeger, 380 U.S. 163, 176 (1965); also see footnote 11 in Torcaso v. Watkins,
367 U.S. 488 (1961). Thus, atheism or anti-Christianism is{a "religion." Muslim is
obviously a religion. Now, those who believe in God need protection from
Muslims and atheists.
CAIR and| are advocating and proselyzing their “religion.” They have
“shackled men's tongues to make them speak only the religious thoughts that
government wanted them to speak.” Engle v. Vitale, 370 U.S. 421, 435 (1962).
Thus, CAIR and f-b"-%’ are willfully and deliberately viplating the First
Amendment of the United States Constitution and should bg prosecuted.

e T

g TR ST e
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Published May 30, 2013 in the Georgetown Advocate.

Current editorials can be found at this website:

<www.WilcoOnline.com>, Editorials: “The Missing Link”
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Superintendent
United States Air Force Academy 22 Qctober, 2013

Dear Superintendent:

We are distressed to read that the Academy is consigering dropping

"..s0 help me God" from the oath of office, as proposed by professional
atheist and all-around busybody h This is, in our opinion, just
part of a broader and disturbing trend we are seeing within the military
services to shove Christianity into the shadows, if ngt to marginalize it so
completely it dare not show itself in public. In fact, it's doubtful that, if the
Academy were being built today, the cadet chapel would remain the
centerpiece of the campus.

We are the parents of three military service members, including two USAFA
graduates, all three now serving on active duty, and members of the Sabre
Society. Our respect for the Academy and its core values is such that we
have also made arrangements in our wills to bequeath a portion of our
assets to the Academy on our deaths.

Sadly, we will have to seriously reconsider these arfangements if the

Academy elects to modify this oath of office simply to satisfy another overly
aggressive minority interest.
!

We urge you, as the Academy’s newest Superintenc]ent, to stand firm

against these continuing assaults.
Jﬁyo_ws,

(b)(6)
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OctoPer 24,2013
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Octobdr 24, 2013

Lt. General Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendant USAF Academy
2034 Cadet Dr, Ste 3300

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001

Dear General Johnson:

Once again 1 awaken to find an attack by someone against God
I am very upset. I find the charge to remove "so help me God™

or Christianity and
from the cadet oath

founding principles. 1 think most of these charges are urged and financed by

another attack from the minority who are determined to reve? the years of our

George Soros who is determined to make this an open society,
the detriment of our core values.

| secular society to

Since the phrase '"'so help me God" is at the end of the oath, a plerson who did not
want to say it could just stop before the end. They should not Be able to have their

way over all others.

I am 80 years of age and never thought I would see the things that are happening in

this country. | am the widow of a CMSGT of 21 years service, 4

mother of a retired

MAJ, Space Command and the descendant of many ancestors who arrived on our
shores as early as 1642. They fought in the Rev. War and some have been in every
war since. I think it important to remember why all those people crossed the
Atlantic Ocean in the little ships in the first place before we thipk about taking God

out of the equation.. I hope you will consider carefully.
Thank you for reading and congratulations on a stellar career.

Sincerely,

(b)(B)
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Lieutenant General Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendent, US Air Force Academy
4700 Ponderosa Drive

Air Force Academy, Colorado 80840
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From the Deskof ;
{b)b) ’

24 October 2013

Lieutenant General Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendent, United States Air Force Academy
4700 Ponderosa Drive

Air Force Academy CO 80840

(b)(6)

Dear General Johnson

[ understand that at the behest of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, your Honor
Review Committee is reconsidering the Air Force Academy’s honor oath. [ encourage you to
protect and maintain this oath without altering the portion that states, “so help me God.”

As an Air Force veteran and civil servant, [ keenly recognize that | could not have served
my country faithfully — in strange locations and through many a challenge — without the help of
God. Furthermore, I apprectate the impact deployed chaplains and chapel services have on the
lives of men and women serving in foreign lands. Yet what strikes me most is the importance of
God in education and training environments. At formative junctures in their lives, young recruits
ask the question, “What does my Air Force believe?” When our cadets ponder this, whatever is
printed in books or on a poster must provide them the guideposts necessary to help them embark
on a just and ethical career, supported with physical, mental, and also spitritual resilience.

As a longtime instructor of Air Force PME, I value greatly the impo:crtance of teaching
religious inclusion and religious respect. The nation I serve is one that recognizes that all men
and women should feel free to express their decision to believe or not to believe in a higher
power. Our founding traditions may recognize that there is a God, but God is not the same for
everyone. We must acknowledge and respect that Air Force members have diverse ideas on who
this God 1s and what they should call him or her.

[ have no doubt that some members of the Military Religious Freedam Foundation have
good intentions. Yet in this instance they have erred in judgment. To ask an institution such as
the Air Force Academy to abandon its values, in light of all you and your academy have done for
our nation with the help of God, is a mistake.

|
I wish you the very best as you and your committee craft a response }o this issue.
|

Sincerely,

(b)(E)
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Lt. General Michelle Johnson
Superintendent, USAFA

2304 Cadet Drive, 3300suite
USAFA Colorado 80840-5001

Oct. 26, 2013
Dear General Johnson:

As a graduate (class of 1967), a long time Physician, an Episcg
time student of Bowen Family systems theory, 1 was flummoxed

ppal priest, and a long-
by the Academy’s

decision to make optional the phrase "so help me God” in the He

pnor Code (Oath?).

Almost all elected officials in this country, even the President, is requ:red tosayit. Itis

part of our Commissioning oath as well.

| am sure you are aware that almost all of the founding fathers r
of a moral compass based on Jewish and Chyistain (and even
Presidents from Washington on recognized the importance of
espoused the freedom to place in public comment and debate {
policy. Freedom to speak is part and parcel of our society, liste
accepting is always optional. As a society, we ignore our spiritu

Individual integrity is ciearly at the core of effective and respect
for the integrity to be manifested in society at large, it must be f
transcendent communal vision. The attempt to somehow make

gnized the necessity
uslim) principles. Many
igious thought and

ose thoughts on public
ing, disputing, or

| beliefs at our peril.

d leaders, but in order
unded in some form of
the individual an island

in a sea by eliminating societal's compeliing interest is one mo g step toward failure of
I

the grand experiment we call the United States. Givinginto “p
_ both foolish and dangerous. In fact this decision is a reflection ¢
~ this country seems to be facing more and more.

{ hope (and préy)'that you are well and | know you are up to the
Superintendent.

LY ]

itical correctness”’ is
bf the moral crises that

new challenges as

e e e R R
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On This Moment

Turning Points

Do not remember the former things,
Or consider the things of oid.
I am about to do 2 new thing;
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
—Isaiah 43:18-19

1n the first decade of the new century and millennium, we face a
turning point, a unique moment with the potential to affect and re-
define the ways we organize and shape our global family. The turn
of centuries—and, much meore, the turn of millennia—provide
unique times to reflect about the grand journey of humanity. We
have traversed a century filled with extracrdinary changes, one that
has left us even greater challenges. Through numerous decades, ex-
pectations were raised, then dashed, that we were finding our way
toward a world defined less by our divisions than by our coopera-
tion, more by our ability to meet fundamental human needs than by
the outright denigration of human dignity and rights. If nothing
eise, the twentieth century created within us a keener understanding
that humanity has the potential for constructive change within our
political, economic, and technological reach and, an equal dose of
realism, that we have fallen short and shown ourselves incapable of
realizing our potential. If we take seriously this realizable potential
and our incapacity to reach it, we are left with a singularly perplex-
ing question that seems especially appropriate in the timeframe of
the first decade of the new millennium: What collective and global
legacy are we leaving for our great-great-grandchildren this century?
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h"h.h: ol t.nn”uI transtormation and peacebuilding broadly dehined wil'h all u; i
lllu-l‘r professional applications. I count myself a practitioner within these dis-
crlphnus and I believe we nieed a dose of realism. Ours are professions afflicted
with a proclivity toward the promise of great change. It is true. Qur rhetoric
comes easy. If constructive social change rolled forward as easily as our words
ar?d promises pour out, world justice and peace would have surely been at-
tained by now.

Some argue that we suffer from an exaggerated rhetoric coupled with an
overly optimistic, and therefore unrealistic, understanding of how the world
really works and how change can or cannot take place. Following the events of
9/11, 1 heard that a perplexed member serving on the b j -
dation which h i ariefy of initiatives in the field of conflict
resolution asked the question: “Have our investments not made any significant

difference in the big picture of things?” While I do not believe in the remotest
sense that blame can be laid at the feet of 2 particular field nor its effectiveness
Idetermined by what transpired on September 11, 2001, there is a wake-up call
inherent in the events that have been transpiring in the first few years of this
millennium.

Thf: start of the 1990s was filled with hope that as a global community we
were witnesses to a new era. The ideas of our field, of finding whole new ways

for_ individuals, communities, and even nations to respond to violence and

build a justpeace' appeared as the great dawn of this new era, Now, nearly

fifteen years later, we must ask ourselves a daunting set of questions. These

are not posed in reaction to doubts about our potential, doubts that frequently

arise from different sources, particularly from realpolitik advocates. These ques- -4

tions beg something more important. They plead for critical reflection at the

core of our professions as justice, peace, and conflict practitioners, i
. H ow does constructive social change happen? How can we be more stra-

tegic in the pursuit of this change? What carries us closer to the promise of

our words? How do turning points that make a difference happen? Are we

capable of participating in a turning point that will affect the whole of the

human community?

Thinking about and understanding the nature of a turning point requires
a capacity to locate ourselves in an expansive, not 2 narrow view of time. Elise
Boulding suggested that such a view of time must take place within what we
touch and know but never be limited to a fleeting moment that passes us by.
fn a provocative twist of terms she created an intriguing image: We live in a

two-hundred-year present” (Boulding, 1990:3). Her idea is not hard to cal-
culate, Let me give a personal example to illustrate it.

I well remember conversations with my great-grandmother Lydia Miller
whose hand I held in the first decade of my life, She was born in the 1860,
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Tl newest oemihers of o estended Bty ave Nona Era Phza e, Guaae,
ol Gorrrsor, all Tone ondy o few monthe o years mto the adventre, 1 they
envjoy o tull lite, wall ave held the lands of peaple who i old age will pet T
live to see the celebrations of oo, Boulding suggests we catedate “the pres
ent”™ by subtracting the date of birth of the oldest person we lave known i
our lives fram the projected passing-on date of the youngest person in oy
finly. 0 my case, the bands that held mine date back into the nineleentl
century and those | now touch will live forward into the twenty-second. "This
i tny 200-year present. 1t is made up of the lives that touched me and of thuse
1 will touch. The 200-year present represents my lived history. It is in this
sense of “the present” that we need to locate ourselves in order to undeyst
the natur i i

The convergence of events in the first few years of the new century, per-
haps best symbolized in the tragedy of September 11, 2001, appears to me to
represent such a moment, a crystallization of a singular opportunity. The turn-
ing point in our 200-year present is pregnant with enormous potential to con-
structively impact affect the fundamental well-being of the human community.
I{owever, contrary to the range of scientific and political projections, this tum
in humanity’s journey does not rotate on which specific forms of governing
political, economic, or social structures we devise. It does not spin primarily
around finding answers to ever-present and pressing issues of population
growth, environmental degradation, use of natural resources, or poverty. It does
not find its essence in the search to understand the roots of violence, war, or
terrorismn, or in solutions to the same, It does not develop on the basis of
learning a few good communication skills, new facilitation methodologies, or
\eachable techniques for resolving conflicts. Each of these 1s important, and
many represent the core challenges we face. But they do not constitute the
capacity to create a turning point that orients us toward a new and more hu-
mane horizon. The turning point of human history in this decade of the 200-
year present lies with the capacity of the human community to generate and
sustain the one thing uniquely gifted to our species, but which we have only
on rare oceasions understood or mobilized: our moral imagination.

At the midway point of the last century, a critical essay appeared that cre-
ated a stir in the evolution of the social sciences. C. Wright Mills (1959) sug:
pested that the endeavor taken up by the scientific community needed to em-
brace a deeper challenge than had been fully comprehended by his fellow
scientists, Exposing the false tensions of ideologies that wished to govern po-
litical and intellectual debate and stripping bare the verbose layers of grand
social theory that obscured rather than clarified, Mills made a simple argu-
ment: Structural history and personal biography are connected. He admon-
ished academics, in particular social scientists, to take up their proper vocation.
That vocation is lost, he argued, when it is distracted by the narrowness of
discipline-hased technical applications or becomes drunk with esoteric verbi-
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s venbgettable phisse s only Foomd i thone willing o epggape and buikd
“the sociological inugination.”

! recognize the intellectua) and coltural debt this hook owes o Mills's
insights and formulation of the probleni. My interest is not to turther develop
his critique of the state of affairs within the scientific community. Nor am |
oriented toward an exploration into what became of this sociological imagi-

1 nation, though anyone reading his book fifty years since its writing cannot help
i but be struck by its extraordinary relevance to contemporary academic and
1 scientific debates and quandaries. My interest emerges initially from my own
il sense of vocation and the need to reflect more intentionally on the experiences
Hi I have been afforded in the past twenty-five years of internaticnal peacebuild-
mg Obviously, ones circle of experience influen
circle of experience have taken me into and around
4 the geography of violent human conflict. In those contexts I have been witness
to the best and worst sides of humanity.

! In other writings, 1 have intentionally referred several times to vocation.
: Though conflict resolution and peacebuilding have come into their own rights
o) as professions and though ! consider myself a professional working in these
fields, I have always understood my entry and sustained work at the level of a
vocation. Beyond profession, my concern has been to find and follow a calling,
a deeper voice. In the truest sense of the word, vocation is that which stirs
inside, calling out to be heard, calling out to be followed. Vocation is not what
[ do. It finds its roots in who 1 am and a sense of purpose | have on earth.

To follow the voice and develop work as “craftsmanship” in the social
scientific sphere, argued Mills (1950), requires a sociological imagination. For
those of us in the justice, peace, and conflict professions, vocation calls us back
i to the road that winds beyond the rest stops of techniques and day-to-day prac-
! tice. It beckons us to search for our deeper purpose and possibility, found more
in who we are than in what we do. For our human community to find this deeper
sense of who we are, where we are situated, and where we are going requires
that we locate our bearings, our compass. A compass needle functions by find-
ing its north, The north of peacebuilding is best articulated as finding our way
toward becoming and being local and global human communities character-
ized by respect, dignity, fairness, cooperation, and the nonviolent resolution of
conflict. To understand this north, to read such a compass, requires that we
recognize and develop our moral imagination far more intentionally.

This kind of imagination has a parallel with Old Testament theologian
Walter Brueggemann's proposals, which are captured in the title of his book
The Prophetic Imagination. For all intents and purposes, finding the voice of
' truth, ways to turn toward humanity in the fullest sense, and faithfulness to
| live in God the Creator’s sustenance were the mainstay of the prophets’ voca:
tion. Intriguingly, Brueggemann provides a keen sense that this work is both
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Braeggemann desonbees the vole of the prophcet as bonging "o pablic expies
ston those very hopes and yewrnings that have been dented” (2000608), 1 seems
noleworthy that an Old Testoment thesdogan and o mideentury sociolopist
dhpped o the vealm of imagination to describe the capacity | for both comimen
tiont to teality and transce ndt'm_lt 1 both Cases, it Jeads us to samething that
lies beyond yel is rooted in pmplv s day-to-day Iwu and %lru;,gha-

Somewhere midstream in writing this book 1 gave a lecture on the topi
of the moral imagination to a young seminary audience in Yangoon, Burin,
In attendance that evening was my colleague Ron Kraybill, who expressed
vnithusiasm for the ideas and added that he was not sure where exactly but he
thought he had seen a book with-the-title magination. My dreins
of originality met the age-old adage “there is nothing new under the sun.”

Since September 11, 2001, I had been calling on religious leaders and
politicians alike to exercise a greater moral imagination in response to the
unprovoked violence released that day. It seemed to me then and even more
40 as | write two years later that we, as Americans, have difficulty envisioning
mirselves embroiled in a cycle of violence. The acts of g/ were viewed as
unwarranted provocation that came out of the blue. And indeed they were. But
it is also true that these acts can be equally situated not as isolated events bui
as part of a cycle with a history of actions, reactions, and counteractions. Only
when understood in the context of a broader pattern, which in the short term
can be very difficult to visualize, is it possible to see that how we choose to
respond has consequences and iraplications in terms of a wider, historic pat-
tern. Through our response, we choose to transcend or enter and sustain the
cycle of violence. For the most part since 9/11 the leaders of the United States
have chosen the route of perpetuation. In less than two years as a nation we
have engaged ourselves in two land-based wars costing billions of dollars. And
by all current accounts, the route of choosing violent response has not in-
creased domestic or international security. It has succeeded in fostering the
cycle.

In the late fall of 2001, I argued that we seriously consider the implications
of falling prey to the cycle of violence and should pursue to our utmost the
development of responses that transcend the cycle. In several essays and nu-
merous editorials in local newspapers, | argued that this required unleashing
our moral imagination and pursuing the unexpected (Lederach, 2001}, I later
saw the phrase emerging in a few religious magazines. But it had not occurred
to me that this phrase, the moral imagination, had already been used as a book
title. Research soon confirmed Ron's intuition and more: There was not a book
with this title—there were dozens.

1 soon found myself engrossed in a community of authors linked by the
<hoice of the moral imagination as the title or subtitle of their books.* 1 found
it a fascinating journey to read through the vange of disciplines and perspec-
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tvess Althoaghe §have sterthed and even read a chiapter on Shetdock Dlohes
wi et agend ol wmoral imagination (Clausen, 1986), 1 have not beve able 1o
discover who may have first used this phrase or in what context, My best guess
is Edmund Burke's essay on the French Revolution in which he laments tin
loss of elements that would “beautify and soften private society” furnished
“from the wardrobe of a moral imagination, which the heart owns, and the
understanding ratifies, as necessary to cover the defects of her naked shivering,
nature” (Burke, 1864:515-516). Brown {1999) in his excellent The Bthos of the
Cosmos suggests in his subtitle that the genesis of the moral imagination s
found in creation itself. By virtue of such a view we could, without stretching
the truth or the metaphor, propose that the capacity of the moral imaginati
dates to time immernorial.

authors and disaphnes converged in usmg the moral imagination as part of the
title of their books. At a first level, several categories emerge. The largest set
of volumes is oriented toward the concerns and approaches of ethics and de-
cisionmaking, primarily in the spheres of business and public policy (Clausen,
1986; McCollough, 1991; Johnson, 1993; Tivnan, 1995; Stevens, 1998; Wil.
liams, 1998; Werhane, 1999; Btown, 1999; Fesmire, 2003). A second category
explores the moral imagination in literature and the arts, drawing principally
on story and narrative as providing guidance for the character development of
both adults and children (Price, 1983; Clausen, 1986; Kirk, 1988; Bruce, 1998;
Guroian, 1998). Still others draw on the term to promote a particular way of
critiquing, provoking, and encouraging their professional disciplines to a
greater sense of purpose or developing moral standards within a religious tra-
dition (Babbit, 1996; Stevens, 1998; Allison, 1999; Fernandez and Huber,
2001; Newsom, 2003). A fourth group of authors suggested that this phrase
captured the essence of extraordinary, ground-breaking individuals (Clausen,
1986; Kirk, 1988; Johnson, 1993; Babbit, 1996; Bruce, 1998; Fesmire, 2003).
Many were well-recognized writers and visionaries like T. S, Eliot, W, H. Au-
den, Toni Morrison, J.R.R. Tolkien, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Some were
renowned philosophers like Immanuel Kant, Séren Kierkegaard, Hannah
Arendt, and John Dewey. Other authors pointed to traditional understandings
as found in Kaguru thinking (Beidelman, 1993) or the efforts against signifi-
cant structural impediments to feminist Cuban writers to find their place and
voice (Babbit, 1996).

Looking across these categories we can begin to locate several points of
convergence. Though I was well along in my own writing and conceptualiza-
tion, I suddenly found myself very much at home in the essence of what linked
this set of diverse authors to the phrase the moral imagination. 1 found three
keys.

First, the authors concuered that the moral inagnation devedops ¢ apa ity
to perceive things beyond and at o deeper evel than st sl mocets e

g

ON THIS MOMENT ay

cve. Perhaps best captured in Guroian’s term, awakening, the authors spoke of
attentiveness to more than is immediately visible. In her discussion of George
MacDonald's The Princess and the Goblin, Guroian described this quality of
imagination as “a power of perception, a light that illuminates the mystery tha!
ix hidden beneath a visible reality: It is the power to ‘see’ into the very nature
of things” (1998:141).

Second, no matter the particular disciplinary field, the authors landed on
uu term :magmatwn in order to emphasxze the necessity of the creahve acl.

(19991 suggests tha gof]
of original creation. More f:equem however were the authors who explored the
"arts” not as the domain of professional artists, but rather as a frame of rel-
erence for understanding a defining characteristic of the moral imagination:
the capacity to give birth to something new that in its very birthing changes
our world and the way we see things. Johnson explored this most intentionally
in the chapter that carried the title of his book, “Moral Imagination,” com-
menting that though art is often perceived as having the liberty to break the
rules of morality, in fact art makes moral reasoning possible. “Everyone rec-
ognizes,” he writes, “that imagination is the key to these artistic acts by whirh.
new things come into existence, old things are reshaped, and our ways vl
sceing, hearing, feeling, thinking and so forth are transformed” (1993:212).

Third, while expressed in different ways for a variety of purposes, the
authors converged in the idea that the moral imagination has a quality of
transcendence. It breaks out of what appear 1o be narrow, shortsighted, or
structurally determined dead-ends. Whether this is the capacity of a character
in a fairy tale to transcend what appears as predetermined disaster or the nevd
to open a wider range of possible actions in decisions facing the NASA spacv
program, or a car manufacturer, or an anthropological method of study, the
vxercise of the moral imagination, these authors argue, breaks out into new
territory and refuses to be bound by what existing views of perceived reality
supgost or what prescriptive answers determine is possible. Babbit in her in:
trigning exploration of rationality, Impossible Dreams, suggested that the role of
the moral imagination is to set in motion the “bringing about of possibilitics
that are not imaginable in current terms” (1996:174). Rather than set aside iy
initial attraction to the phrase, | felt reinforced by much of what I was reading
in the application of the moral imagination to peacebuilding. I chose to stay
with 1t as iny title,

Sonwe readers may feel unsettled with the use of the word moral in ap-
proac ity the topic of conflict and peace. Contrary o the word imagination, it
seetns o carry @ steong bias fowaed navrowing and condining boumdaries. The

wored 15 not withon! its nepative connotations and certamdy has less e de

sitable abttiations amd soasoses Dloswaever, prgad, rhe vogation e
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things that e imamedaiely apparent and visable The qualy o this phrase |
wrosl wissh to ambrace reverberates in His potential To fadaoway to transcend,
to move beyond what exists while still living in it,

"“However, the term clearly merits a discussion on what I do not wish 10
convey with the word moral. We typically connect moral with morality and then
relegate morality to the sphere of religion. Though 1 come from a religious
community, the moral imagination is not the commodity or exclusive realm of
a particular religious belief, much less religious establishments or systems.
Moreover, those religious communities, from one persuasion to another, who
wish to corral and pen up morality by providing rigid boundaries that can and
cannot be crossed often create the antithesis of the moral imagination: dogmas.
While pretending to give life, dogmas are litt : static ideclogieal
strictures, They stare at us like ossified bones in an archaeological dig, attest-
ing to something that once was alive and gave life. Modern religious moralizing
has 100 often translated into rigid ideas, unresponsive and ill adapted to our
most pressing challenges. We fall significantly short of our God-given potential
when morality becomes prescriptive dogma, creating moral stasis. The moral
imagination of which I speak has littie in common with such morality,

lronically, the moral imagination does not build itself around nor is it
primarily about ethics. Noble and necessary as it is in the human community,

the ethical inquiry remains somewhat reductionist and analytical by its very
nature. The purpose, the raison d'étre of imagination, on the other hand,
moves in a different sphere for it seeks and creates a space beyond the pieces
that exist. Not confined by what is, or what is known, imagination is the art of
creating what does not exist. _

Centuries ago the apostle Paul described our world as a community
wracked with unrelenting pain, “The whole creation groans,” he wrote, “with
labor pains until now” (Romans 8:22). The metaphor suggests that humanity
lives in a time of great pain and great potential. Birth is simultaneously pain
and potential, the arriving of that which could be but is not yet. I believe the
human community still groans with such pain today. We seek a birth of some-
thing new, a creation that can break us out of the expected. We seek the creative
act of the unexpected. This is the potential and the aspect of the moral imag-
ination 1 wish to explore.

In accordance with these understandings we must not relegate the term
moral exclusively to a religious inquiry. Our challenges require that we link its
fundamental energy as practical and relevant to the political affairs and issues
we face today. Politics, economics, and global structures have become so in-
authentic that few of us truly believe in them. We live in this paradox: The
things most ommnipresent that govern our lives are the very things from which
we feel distant, We hold fast to myths that what we have created to govern our
lives is responsivie 10 whont we are as Iniman heings and to our communities.
Yet al the same time hese ceations appear to have lives of their own indepen-
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dent of e doron tranand distent o os A ety ot sechs to aoder
staad Bonw ovcdes o vilence can bie byoken and transcended s procinely e
that st wihee puitines, political discotirse, and governing st HII'("" will l
LApAaIly for responsiveness 1o our human conyninty. : -
.In this book, 1 sugpest and will explore the moral inwagination as the <a
pacity to imagine something rooted in the chalienges of the real ;\;urkf =I
i P;l]:?]e of giving birth to that which does not yet exist. In reference (o pe :---
hu:ld. ing, this is the capacity to imagine and generate constructive rt'-q:m.m'\'
und initiatives that, while rooted in the day-to-day challenges of vioim;-c lr:ml
scend zfnd ultimately break the grips of those destructive patterns and .c,d’;-q .
This exploration does not push teward-finding thz arswer (o our pmbier;l;:
masingle overarching solution, like some miracuious new political, social o.r
veonomic system. It does push us toward understanding the nature ;)f turnin
points and how destructive patterns are transcended, Turning peints are mcg-
ments pregnant with new life, which rise from what appear to be the barren
grounds of destructive violence and relationships. This unexpected new life
makes possible processes of constructive change in human affairs and con tie
tutes the moral imagination without which peacebuilding cannot be undser:
stood or practiced. However, such pregnant moments do not emerge through
the rote application of a technique or a recipe. They must be exglared and
}mders:ood in the context of something that approximates the artistic proces
imbued as it is with creativity, skill, serendipity, and craftsmanship. g ”
Tgrnlrtrg points suggest that violence and the moral imagination point in
opposite directions. As Viceng Fisas paraphrased philosopher Bruno Bettel
heim: “[Vliolence is the behavior of someone incapable of imaginin, othe'
s@uti(lms to the problem at hand" (Fisas, 2002:58). Headed in the ignvers;
fhrecfmn. I will argue that the moral imagination rises with the capacity to
imagine ourselves in relationship, the willingness to embrace complexity with-
out reh'ance on dualistic polarity, the belief in the creative act, and acceptance
of the inherent risk required to break violence and to venture on unlfnown
path's that build constructive change. The moral imagination proposes that
turning points and a journey toward a new horizon are possible though based
on perplexing paradoxes. The turning points must find a way to, transcend the
cycles of destructive violence while living with and being relevant to the context
that produces those cycles. A horizon, though visible, is permanently just out
of touch, suggesting an epic journey, the pursuit of which in peacebui]ldin ?s
tfw forging of new ways to approach human affairs with an enemy. For Eur
field this kind of journey is not built with a technician’s manual lt- ires
us to explore the art and soul of social change and it starts with .the[:zeu:irto
explore the essence of peacebuilding and the heart of on-the-ground realities
where vielent patterns have dominated human affairs.
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Lt. General Michelfe D. Johnson
Superintendent

USAFA

2304 Cadet Drive Suite 3300
USAF Academy, Co 80804-5001

RE: Honor Oath

Madam:

[ am not a person who typically writes when I am angered by an issue, but this issue, I felt it needed my direct
attention.

First, let me state, that my family and my in laws, combined, former and curgently serving, has over 100 years
of duty to the United States Air Force, Army, and Navy of this great country! |

I must make clear, that the issue before you and the Cadets to remove “so help me God” from the Honor
Oath, is one that should not be taken lightly. It should also be noted that this is a long standing history with
all of the Academies. The fact that a liberal newspaper and Anti-Christian Foundation, is pressuring the
Academies to remove this is insane and unjust. What about our rights as Christians and Americans? Did we
not establish the United States for freedom? Especially religious freedom?

It is people such as Mr. [V d liberalism that is destroying this great country. Do not bow to their
demands! I am proud to be an military daughter and wife! I was raised in the Air Force and was taught to
respect those who serve and did serve. I was there at Hickam AFB when the POW’s came home. Every day
my family would greet them. What a beautiful sight!

Do not disgrace our service members and those who have fought and died for this great country by removing
or changing anything. Do not bow to those who do not understand tradition, Honor, Duty, Country and most
importantly GOD! If they oppose seeing the word “God”, tell them not to visit any of the Academies! They
should just recognize that they are not the only ones who have a belief!

(b)(B)
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October 24, 2013

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Jahnson
2304 Cadet Drive Suite 3300
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001

Dear Lt. General Johnson:

I am a parent of a 2011 graduate from the Air Force Academy. | have always been proud of my country
and was very pleased to have my son attend here for his education. | believe our country was founded
by fine military and civilian citizens who were seeking religious freedoms from European countries.

Our military is here to defend our country and our country is guided by the Constitution of the United
States. The Constitution was created and signed by men of God. Therefore, what are the current
administrators thinking who feel they know more than our founding fathers and should take the name
of God out of our USAFA Cadet Oath. | am quite honestly beyond disappointed.

In allowing all religions to exist, we do not have to erase the Christian basis f@ar the formation of our

country. |implore you and all your contemporaries who have a say in this matter rethink their position ]
as to how it affects the majority of current students and a bigger majority of alumni who claim a i
relationship to God. Don't be a part of reverse discrimination.

| would like to continue supporting the Academy with my money, attendance at football games and
other events. However, | will not be able to support you or our Academy if you take God

out of the cadet oath, which is in essence a symbol of taking God out of the entire Academy. | also want
to warn you that throughout history, God has been a fair but wrathful God and things may not go very
well for the Academy if you disown Him,

Thank you for considering this plea to keep our Cadet Oath at the United States Academy in accordance
with the Constitution of the United States which we strive to defend and protect.

Cir IN

Parent of 2011 Graduate, USAFA

cc: col. [P

Association of Graduates
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October 28, 2013

B)TIA]

Lt. Gen Michelle Jchnson
Superintendent
Air Force Academy
2304 Cadet Drive
Suite 3300
Colorado Springs, CO 80840

re: Cadet Oath without God
Dear Superintendent Johnson:

It has come te my attention on this d
taken God out of the cadet ocath. Thi
you reject the concept of a higher po
this connotes the fact that you are t
This is a sad state of affairs but tr
appears to be a Marxist commander-in-

ate that you have

s tells me that

wer. By inference,
he "highst power".
uly expected by what
chief.

Sincereiy,

(0)(6)

USS Wainwright, 72-76é
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Octt*ber 27,2013

Lt. General Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendent USAF Academy
2034 Cadet Dr, Ste 3300

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001

Dear General Johnson: |

1 am writing you again on the same matter of the cadet oath and want you to know
that I have changed my mind. It should not be optional. I want to tell you why I
now feel this way. Going through some of my husband's papers, I found a lecture
he delivered. At the time he was Director of Training at the USAF NCO Academy
and had taught Leadership along with the other disciplines.

He was speaking of the old USSR and the lack of God in their|country and what it
had done to the people. The quote that caught my eye was this: "I quote from the
AF Speakers Guide under the subject "We Believe' and we fing this statement. We
cannot afford to dissipate our spiritual and moral strength between peaks of
enthusiasm and determination and valleys of gloom and indecision. The only way to
be consistently strong is to be counsistently resolute."

I therefore change my opinion that one could just choose not t¢ say "so help me
God" at the end of the oath, Our strength as a country depends on our internal
personal strength and this is just another way to grind it down, Please keep it the
same. [ have seen your ruling but I still think it should remain the same. These
people will not stop until they take all references to God from ¢ur public lives. This
is not the way we became a strong country and I fear we are headed for a severe
decline if this continues. ?

Thank you again for reading my thoughts.

Sincerely,

(b)(E)
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October 25, 2013

USAFA
Air Force Academy, CO

Dear General Johnson

| am 78 years of age, | have memories of the Seconcﬁ World War, the
(so called) Korea police actions, and every other armed conflict to
date,

| billeted the first group of young people at Mitchell Air Force Base,
Hempfield NY. #hat went to the Academy, in 1955. | Served At Ladd
AFB in Fairbanks, AK. during the cold war, and at that time we were
asked (made to) when receiving our pay to donate tg the building
fund for the Air Force Academy, and we were proud . do it.

it now makes me sick, to even hear the though this [day and age,
from the children of the adults | helped protect in my years of service
to my country, and every soldier that went into battle |over the world,
and survived, must fell the same way. :

The religious freedom people’s parents that were protected by us
service people in those past years, must feel like we are getting a
slap in the face from so few God hating kids of the péople we helped
protect. What a shame.

Take care, enjoy the day.

Regards
R

yai

WA M

e e e
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October 25, 2013 ‘

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Superintendent
US Air Force Academy

2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300

USAF Academy CO 80840-5001

RE: Cadets Oath

Dear Superintendent Johnson,

| understand that you recently received a letter from a[®)®) | founder of Military
Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) regarding his disapproval of the word “God” in the oath
taken by cadets at the Academy. As | understand it, a local paper that sent the picture of the
“offensive” poster to Mr.|)®) started this situation.

| am writing to offer my support of the current oath “We wili not lie, steal or cheat nor tolerate
among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and |ive honorably, so help
me God.”

{b)(6)

| feel my show of support for the current oath is just as valid as Mr. disapproval. |
hope you are not in any way going to change the oath because of one . There are always
going to be anti-religious Americans and that is their right. However, their right does not
supercede anyone else’s right. Where is Mr.wtolerance?

are against it. |
the few who may come

In closing, ! know many more American’s are in support of the cath tha
encourage you to leave the oath as it stands and remain strong against
against the Academy.

(b

Sincerefy
)B)
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Lt.Gen Michelle Johnson
Superintendent, US Air Force Academy
2304 Cadet Dr. Suite 3000

Us Air Force Academy, CO 80840

Gen. Johnson,

Congratulations on your assignment as the Academy’s nineteenth superintendent. You are certain to
find rewards and challenges along the way, but will be more than up to the tagks.

There are three issues that | wish to bring to your attention. The first did not 0ccur on your watch. Your
predecessor announced that American History would once again become part of the core curriculum. |
was surprised it had been removed some years earlier. Am | to understand that American History is not
a mandatory core course for all cadets? Further galling was your predecessoﬂ.s comments announcing
that decision. He wished to assure his audience that the course content would have the appropriate
racial and gender emphasis. Why was that necessary except to genuflect to the altar of political

correctness? Is this now the direction of the Academy?

The second issue is an observation. After watching the disappointing football|loss to Navy, | stayed
tuned for the Alma Maters following the game. As the camera panned our team during the Air Force
Alma Mater, not a lip moved. The team stood as statues. Then the Mids had their turn. Nearly every
man joined in The Navy Blue and Gold. Does it bother me that our football team doesn’t know their
school song? Not unless it is an extension of something else. Is the team, and by extension, the Cadet
Wing fully invested in the Academy and the Air Force? | found the contrast of{that postgame tradition
troubling. Surely others made the same observation.

The final issue is the decision to make a phrase of the Honor Oath optional. |t seems that decision just
formalized what was likely already in place; if any cadet objected to the “so help me God” phrase, he or
she could just remain silent. But | am most concerned that this is just anothef incremental assault on

* religion and religious values that now seem to be pervasive in today’s military.

Very respectfully,
) -

Q®l. USAF, Ret
Class of 1965 and AOC 1970-1973
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Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Superintendent
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001
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Semor Professional in Human Resources + Certified A.dmnmsm}uve Manager

October 26, 2013

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Superintendent
2304 Cadet Dnive, Suite 3300
USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001

Dear Gen. Johnson: i

As a graduate of the Air Force Academy, I have survived the scveral cheating scandals and held my head
high; I have survived the several sex scandals and held my head high; however this recent scandal of
making God optional in the Cadet QOath is one that I cannot hold my head high. You have waved the
White Flag of Surrender to Atheists, a minority of our population, and have, thus, denied our national
history.

This nation, thanks to a few old white men in wigs, was founded on Judeo-Christian principles, principles
that recognized there is a higher power than we mortal Men. Throughout our history (yes, [ double-
majored at the Academy in both History and Military Arts & Sciences) our ldaders have recognized our
subservience to that higher divine power we call God. The first of our Founding Documents, the
Declaration of Independence, recognized the existence of God, our Creator who endowed us with a
variety of unalienable rights. The Constitutions of the several states all stated a reverence for God, some
even requiring their political leaders be Christian. My own state, Ohio, has the motto *“With God all
things are possible™. Five other states have similar beliefs codified in their mottos. The motto of the US is
“In God We Trust”. Our money contains that phrase. “Under God” was added to the Pledge of
Allegiance in 1954 to differentiate the God-fearing United States from the less Soviet Union.

Our Mihitary is no place for social engineering. OQur Military serves but one purpose — to clean up the
mess left bv failed politicians, to kill people and break things, to keep the United States as the supenor
nation in the world, a nation based on the principles our Founders gave us, the last bastion of Freedom
and reverence for God. Our military institutions like the Air Force Academy jonce trained brave warriors.
It is sad to see those institutions now tramning generations of politically correct cowards.

This morning, when I awakened, I took off my 1971 Air Force Academy Class Ring, a ring 1 have worn
proudly for over 43 years and tossed it into a drawer, never to be worn again until God is restored to His
rightful place, no longer an option. [ am no longer proud to be an Air Force Academy graduate. The Air
Force Academy has become a School of Surrender to Political Correctness. In the words of President
Ronald Reagan, “If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be one nation gone
under.” It is sad to se¢ a once-proud military tnstitution wave the White Flag |of Surrender to Minority
Tvranny.

Sincerely,
(b))
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U. S. Air Force Academy
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Nov. 2, 2013

Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson !
U. S. Air Force Academy
2304 Cadet Dr,

Colorado Springs, CO
80840-5001

Gen. Johnson;

I have been proud of the Academy from the time that 1 and every

member of the Air

Force were strongly suggested by rank, how much we would domp.te for the construction

of the Chapel.

That was until last week, that’s when [ discovered that the oath of

required a cadet to swear their allegiance with the words So Help
every officer completed the swearing in ceremony with these wor
more than just words, they are a sacred pledge. A pledge to God,
A pledge honoring fallen comrades, Comrades who gave their all

commission NO longer
Me God. You and

ds. Words that are
Country and Self,

in the American

Revolution and every conflict in which we have committed personnel in harms way.

Now you are saying that because a few do not wish to honor a timje honored tradition and
privilege. That they are allowed to not honor and respect the motto that states “In God
We Trust.” They will be allowed to be commissioned as second licutenants without a

Pledge to God and the United States, for when you allow them
exactly what you are saying. These people are to become leaders
women without having committed to the oath.

You and every senior officer should hang your head in shame. Y
disregard for God and Country.

Best regards,

¢ gold bars, that is
of young men and

bu have shown utter
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November 4, 2013
Superintendant USAFA
Lt. Col. Micheile Johnson
2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300
U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 80840-5001

Lt. Col. Michelle Johnson,
I am writing you today on behalf of my brother % and the concern he would have in recent events of the military’s
top down directives in regards to one’s faith, especially when responding to complailts by anti-Christian groups.

[ am praying for you to have strength & perseverance to uphold the Christian precepts our great country was founded
on, and upon which, every cadet must draw during their time of training & education|of Honor, Duty, and Faith while at
the Air Force Academy and for their future life...even if that should mean serving others unto death.

1I’m reminded of the commentaries I’ve read in regards to the Academy’s pulling of the AF Chaplain Reye’s article cit-
ing Father Cummings observations serving as a civilian missionary Catholic priest in the Philippines and the phrase was
coined during the Japanese attack at Corregidor, "During the siege, Cummings had noticed non-Catholics were attending
his services. Some he knew were not Catholic, some were not religious and some were even known atheists. "Life-and-
death experiences prompt a reality check. Even the strongest of beliefs can change, and, | may add, can go both ways —
people can be drawn to or away from 'faith.” With the pending surrender of allied fordes to the Japanese, Cummings ut-

™m

tered the famous phrase 'There is no such thing as an atheist in a fox hole.™.

Commentaries cited it was only right the academy pull Chaplain Reye’s article to be respectful and balanced. I hope
those people calling for “respect & balance™ always have a life so easy. Never called to come outside themselves. Not
having to give selflessly, as so many having served in the military, or fire and police departments do.

Lt. Col. Johnson, 1 wonder if you had had the occasion to know my brother [?X©) He graduated the Academy
with the class of 1983, and I see from your posted biography on the AFAF A website,[that you trained at Williams AFB
the same time he did. I still remember the beautiful morning he earned his wings & promptly broke them in two, asking
me to keep the other half while he kept half. An Air Force tradition, to keep those wings parted...now which I treasure
each and every day.

I had asked my brother m if it wouldn’t be hard decision while flying, if he knew He could save his own life, but
knowing he could potentiaTly be taking someone else’s life, what to do in that instant Without hesitation, [?) fan-
swered, there would be no question, he would take out his own life, was secure that he would be given life anew in
Christ. | believe it strengthened him when he encountered wake turbulence that drove his Cessna 310 up like a kite into
a backward roll heading him straight into the Reno airport full of people after the busy Labor Day weekend in 1994,
Not one person, besidesfEiETJife, was taken that day, xperienced the ultimate “High Flight.” The ideals &
traditions of living a life of honor, duty & faith guided ose principles were, in part, instilled in him at his im-
pressionable time at the Academy, after being born the first child to a fire fighter and | a Montana rancher’s daughter.

|(b)(6) Ithere at the Academy. | hope to visit it next year 20 years after his death.
There are those, who pressure America every day to leave behind those sacred ideals that have guided our country since
before it’s inception, that would like to see the Cross and John 3:16 removed from my brother’s headstone, as it is in a
U.S. military cemetery, but they’ll have to do it over my brother’s dead body, with his little sister defending her
brother’s Countries” faith in God.

I encourage & continue to pray for you, in your challenging new appointment as Supérintendent of the United States Air
Force Academy, Lt. Col. Michelle Johnson.

With Sincere Respect,
(b){E)

PLrs
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USAFA FOIA

From: [ ]Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[E10)

Sent: Monda October 21, 2013 4:35 PM

To: b)o) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY

Ce: B0 | Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS, [O0) |cot usar usara usaramHC.
) ] Col USAF USAFA USAFAALDI®) GS 15 USAF USAFA
USAFA/CM/CM; [P)O) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/PLO)E)
Maj USAF USAFATUSAF ACADEMY DU/CCA: [B10) [™ia, USAF USAT
ACADEMY DU/CCE

Subject: Zubek blog

Signed By: [(o)6) |1006883784

Good Afternocn Sir/USAFA Leaders,

Pam Zubek posted her blog entry about the Honar Code photao. She shapes the
narrative around the MRFF's belief that there is "a lack of understanding
about the separation of church and state' here and posted Lt Gen Jahnson's

e-mail to the MRFF in its entirety.

That did not come from us, we believe

he shared his e-mail comms w/the Supt to Pam,

)6 Jtold me Lt Gen Johnson has an e-mail w/the biog in her inbox, so for
your SA here is the link and the post is pasted below.

http://www.csindy.com/IndyBlog/archives/2013/10/21/afa-honar-code so-help-me

-god

V/R

b)(0) Maj, USAF
Director, Puhlic Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
(b)E)

Phane [P)6) [DSN]EXE)

Fax: [L)E) |

E-mail :|{b){6)

"The AITTOTCE § Atademy, progucing Neatenants 1or our Air Force and our

vation.”

AFA honor code: 'Se help me God'

Posted by Pam Zubeck on Mon, Oct 21, 2013 at 3:25 PM

Despite an Air Force investigation
set up religious sensitivity training

in years past and continuing efforts to
at the Air Force Academy, il appears

the officer schoo! north of Colorado Springs continues to couch its mission

in terms of a divine heing.

Last week, in response to a request for photos of its preparatory school,

1

100"
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the academy sent the Independent 13 images featuring quotes from famous
people, such as Gearge Washington, President Ranald Reagan, Gen. George
Patton and German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel. Generally they revolved around
the concept of building character.

One of those photos featured most of a poster of the academy's famous honor
code, with a second sentence we'd never seen before:

To be clear, that's: "Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and live
henarably so help me God '

So we sent the photo to Mikey Weinstein, the 1977 academy grad who's been
fighting for religious neutrality in the military since 2004 through his
nonprofit, the Military Religious Freedom Foundation. The foundation got its
start with efforts aimed at the academy, where Weinstein alleges fundamental
Christianity 1s given priority, based on cadets' and staff's complaints to

him that those espousing such a belief system receive favorable treatment,

After receiving the photo late Friday afternoon, Weinstein immediately
contacted the academy about it. Ironically, he had met with Superintendent
Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson on Thursday morning and told her of several
instances in the last month or so that he says demonstrate a lack of
understanding about the separation of church and state.

First, he says, an academy grad and active-duty officer wrote on a classroom
board the "only formula needed to get through this course,” which was "1
cross, plus 3 nails equals 4 given.”

Second, a female master sergeant recently told seniors that when they're
cammissioned as officers, they must end the cath with, "So help me God "
Weinstein says a staff judge advocate advised the academy this was wrong,
and the message was revoked.

When Weinstein contacted Johnson's vice superintendent on Friday about the
prep-school poster, he says, Johnson herself got back to him 68 minutes
later. She wrote via e-mail:

Thanks far taking the time to talk with my Vice about this matter. This

Honor Qath is one of the new things since my graduatian, evidently in about
1984. Col Miller was able to bring together the Prep Schoal and other

entities on base to put together a way ahead. We've already directed the

Honor Review Committee to fix this next week when they meet. The Prep School
poster has been taken down.

We tried to find out mare about what Johnsan meant by "a way ahead," and by
the word "'fix," but she wasn't available. However, the academy did release
this statement:

We are assessing the situation and have many mission elements, to include
Prep School leadership, the Honor Review Committee and other entities on

2

20d
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base, working to put together a way ahead that is respectful to all
perspectives.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:
Signed By:

Importance:

Good Afternpon Senior Leaders,

(0)(6)

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA {R)O) b
Thursday, November 21, 2013 1:02 PM
a | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE D) |ma)
USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE

JOHNSON, MICHELLE D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA; Johnson. Michelle D Lt Gen USAF
USAFA USAFA/CC, [BIE) [Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY; [©)©) |Col
USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV: [RXO) ______JGS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM:
B JCiv USAF USAFA USAFA/DS[PXO) | GS-15 USAF USAFA USAF
ACADEMY DU/=Q USAFA/DSIEXS T May USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX
Maj USAF USAFA USA=A/CCX: Dominguez, Brian £ BrigGen USAF USAFA
USAFA/MA,; [E)E) | Coi USAF USAFA USAFA/JA; [B)E) ] GS-12
USAZ USAFA USA® ACADEMY DU/IGQ: [BXE) |Col USAF USAFA USA=ANG;
[0)E) |Maj USAF USAZA USAF ACADEMY DU/CCA; {PXO) |
Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA D)D) | Coi USAS USAFA USAFA/CWC,

[0X6) |Cot USAF A ANDANT/CADETS UT/CWC. [BE__)
(b)(5) GS 14 USAF AF A1 U S AIR FORCE HQ/pen : . GREGORY J Brig
Gen USAF USAFA COMMANDANT/CADETS UT/Cw: [PX0) icm USAF USAFA
usazascwy, [BB | Col USAF HQs COMMANDANT/CADETS UT,
ARMACOST, ANDREW P Brig Gen USA7 USAFA DEAN OF FACULTY wT/DF; [B1@] ]
E’ Co- USAF USAFA DEAN O FACULTY UT/DFV{B)E) |AD-26 USAF
USAFA DIRCT OF ATHLETICS UT/AD; Mueh, mans J Dr USAF USAFA USAFA/AD: Weiss,
{©)3® | Coi USAF USAFA USaFA/AD; [RXE) | Col USAF USAFA
USAFA/PL;[E)O) LtCol USA® USA®A USAFA/P. v [()XE) Col
USAF USATA 10 ABW/CC. [o10) ot USAT USAFA 10 aABw/cvPD ]
6] CMSgt USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CCC BB —JGs 12
USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM, [PXO) |G 11 USA= USAFA
USAFA/PA/PAM; [DIE) [MISGT USAT USAFA USAFA PA/PA

Updated talking points/messages on Honor Oath and Rosebush

Honor Oath and Rosebustk messages and talking points as of 21 Nov 13 .docx
{e)E | 1006883784

High

Attached and pasted below is an updated message/talking point roll-up WRT
the Cadet Honor Qath and our Dr. [(£){E) Lituation, for your
reference/use/and to ensure we are all speaking with one voice. Have a

fantastic afternoon!
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"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

Key Messages:

The foundation of the Air Force is our core vaiues of Integrity,
Service, and Excellence: we will build on that foundation at the Air
Force's Academy by reinforcing and fostering a culture of dignity, respect
and inclusion for all

At the Air Force's Academy, we respect the rights of all people and
remain committed to protecting individuals' right to practice any religion
they choose, or no religion, provided their practices do not violate policy
or law, or impede mission accomplishment, military readiness, unit cohesion,
standards or discipline

The Academy prides itself on its inclusive environment and is
absolutely a safe and validating place to be LGBQ

Talking Points:

The foundation of the Air Force is our core values of Integrity,
Service, and Excellence: we will build on that foundation at the Air
Force's Academy by reinforcing and fostering a culture of dignity, respect
and inclusion for all

In the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to be true
to their beiiefs, the Air Force's Academy decided to make the final clause
in the Cadet Honor Oath optional

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, Cadet Honor Oath and Oath of
Office (Allegiance) are not the same; the Qath of Office is legislated by
law and pertains to all active duty service members

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We Will Not Lie, Steal Or Cheat,
Nor Tolerate Among Us Anyone Who Does, "was formally adopted in 1956 by the
Academy's first graduating class, the Class of 1959. It is the minimum
standard of conduct which cadets expect of themselves and their fellow
cadets

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath," for all cadets
to take and it is administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they
are formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet
Training. The oath consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a
resolution for cadets to live honorably and it reads: "We will not lie,
steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, |
resolve to do my duty and to live honorably, so help me God."”
: The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce the fundamental value of
living honorably

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at
all times

Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness,
academics and miltary aptitude - in order to be a cadet in good standing,
and honor probation is a rehabilitation tool for a cadet or cadet candidate
who fails in a minor way to live up to the high standards expected of cadets
and cadet candidates
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The Air Force's Academy produces Lieutenants for our Air Farce and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character

Honor Oath Statement:;

After reviewing the Cadet Honar Oath, and in the spirit of determining a way
ahead that enables all to be true to their betiefs, the Air Force's Academy
has decided to make the final clause optional.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference - or not."” said

Lt Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may nat choose te finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God.""

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for cur Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character,

“This all begins by living hanorably. The Hanor Cade and Honor Oath
reinforce this fundamental value,

Rosehush Statement.:

Dr. Mike Rosebush is an Operations Research Analyst for the Academy s Center
of Character and Leadership Develocpment. He analyzes and evaluates the
effectiveness of USAFA's "Character & Leadership 101: Foundations of
Honcrable Living - MOSAIC Personalized Coaching Experience” course, He
began work at the Center in 2011, after working for two years as an analyst

in the Academy's Plans and Programs office. He was hired for his background
in leadership development and analytical skills.

In his current capacity, Dr Rosebush has been involved with the design and
execution of MOSAIC Personalized Coaching. The MOSAIC program develops
growth in areas related directly to the Air Farce's Core Values and the Air
Force's institutional Leadership Competencies, to include Respect for Human
Dignity, Humility, Duty, Honesty, Care for Others, Taking Care of People,

etc. The Academy's Mosaic program is based on best practices from executive
coaching in industry and academia. The program has been validated by the
Jon C_ Dalton Institute on College Student Values, earning its 2013 Best
Practices Award, and has generated requests by outside corporate agencies
for application to their organizations.

Attached you will find the MOSAIC Program Manual which explains how
character coaching is conducted at USAFA, with an emphasis on living
honarably, lifting others to their best possible selves, and elevating
performance toward a common and noble purpose.

Regarding the allegations saying the Air Force's Academy not being a
welcoming place for LGBQ cadets, The Academy Superintendent, Lt. Gen.
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Michelle D. Johnson, along with the Commandant of Cadets, Brig. Gen. Gregory
Lengyel, and the Dean of the Faculty, Brig. Gen. Andrew Armacost, and Dr.
Hans Mueh {Brig. Gen, ret.) Athletic Director recently met with Spectrum,

the Academy's affinity group for LGBQ cadets.

in that forum, the cadets expressed to Academy teaders that they are proud
to be in the Air Force and do not feel like the Air Force Academy culture
inhibits them in any way. Rather, they expressed their concerns about the
media reports and how those reports may affect the decision of young
Americans to attempt 1o come to the Academy.

One attendee at the forum was Air Force Capt. [©X0) | an
instructor, Department of English and Fine Arts, and the Officer in Charge
of Spectrum,

"During the forum with leadership, the cadets of Spectrum expressed multiple
times that the Academy is a safe and validating place to be LGBQ, ' Capt.

(b)X0) said. "Several cadets have told me they are frustrated with the
articles disparaging USAFA; these articles do not take into account the
extensive support our LGBQ cadets have received from Academy leadership or
the reality of the Academy’s inclusive environment.”

Story on Cadet Honor Code and Cadet Honor Oath:
By Major Brus E. Vidal

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We Will Not Lie, Steal Or Cheat, Nor
Tolerate Among Us Anyone Who Does, “was formally adopted in 1956 by the
Academy's first graduating class, the Class of 1959, It is the minimum
standard of conduct which cadets expect of themselves and their fellow
cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath," for all cadets to take
and it is administered (o fourth class cadets {freshmen) when they are
faormally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
The oath consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution
tor cadets to live honorably and it reads: "We will not lie, steal or

cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does. Turthermore, | resolve 1o do
my duty and to live honorably, so help me God.”

Since cadet candidates at the Academy’'s Preparatory School are not cadets,
the Honor Qath is used by cadet candidates to underscore the importance of
iiving honorably as they aspire to become a cadet at the Academy

Dr. Hans Mueh (Brig. Gen., Ret ), Athletic Director at the Air Force's
Academy, was a lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy’s Chemistry
department in 1884,

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating. Il was so widespread that the
Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous violations

of their personal honor.
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"This was done to assess the state of the Code inthe Wing. As a result of
that feedback, the Supt estabhshed an Honor Committee, chaired by Col. lim

Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we administer the

Code."

Dr. Mueh was a member of that committee, He said the committee determined
that some additional clout was needed for this oath, which that all cadets

take, so the committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to
begin the code in order to drive home the collective responsibility of all

cadets to not tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and to persenally accept

the individual mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Or. Mueh said that addition led to the "and furthermore, | resolve to do my
duty and live honorably "

"Then, to add more seriousness to the cath, we decided to mirror the
commissioning cath and add the words, 'so help me, God,'" Dr. Mueh said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet’s individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the Code. Such confrontations often resuit in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an education process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. Tc emphasize the magnitude of leading a

life of honor, character and integrity, cadets - as potential future

officers - receive extensive character and leadership instruction and those
same values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular
activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through the final semester at the Academy. The Center's programs,
when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System, establish a foundation
for the "leaders of character” that the Academy aspires to produce.

But despite the Academy's emphasis on integrity, some cadets place
themselves in situations where their honor is called into question.

If a violation of the Honor Code s suspected, the Honor Group Chairperson
will appoint an investigative team. The investigative team consists of one
first- and one second-class cadet honor representative from a squadron other
than the suspected cadet's. The team gathers pertinent evidence about the
suspected honor violation.
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The investigation cancludes with a review of the case by the group hanor
chatrperson, wing hanar chairpersan, and the chief of the Hanor Division.

They review all evidence to determine whether or not the case should be
forwarded to a Wing Honor Board or a Cadet Sanctions Recammendation Panel.
If a cadet self-reports or admits when canfronted, the case is sent to a

Cadet Sanctions Recommendation Panel. If the cadet does nat admit to the
allegation(s}, and the case is forwarded, the cadet meets a Wing Hanor

Board.

Board proceedings are not adversarial in nature. The suspected cadet is
present during all testimony and may question any withess. There is no
requirement for personal testimaony by the suspected cadet, although cadets
usually decide to testify in their own behalf. The board consists of eight
cadets who vote and ane officer mentor whao participates in the board but
does not vote. The eight voting cadets are all selected at random. They hear
and review all evidence and testimony under the guidance of the non-voting
Group Honor Chairpersan.

Following the presentation of all evidence and closed deliberations, the
Wing Honor Board votes by secret ballot for or against a violation. In aorder
for a cadet to be found in violatron of the Honar Code, at least six of the
eight voting members of the board must be convinced beyond a reasonable
doubt that the cadet was in violation of the Honor Code both by act and
tntent.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude - in order to be a cadet in good standing, and honor
probation is a rehabilitation tool for a cadet or cadet candidate who fails

in 3@ minor way to live up to the high standards expected of cadets and cadet
candidates,” said Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets.
"Holding each cadet to these high standards promotes good order and
discipline throughout the institution.”

Cadets whao live under the Honor Code agree it is a vital part of their
development as military professionals. It also represents a broader aspect
of ethical maturity which will serve them throughout their lives. As the
bearers of the public trust, both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor
Code which helps buitd a personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous
demands placed upon them.

"At the Air Force Academy's, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on producing
lieutenants who are humble, competent and confident," said Lt. Gen. Michelle
D. Jlehnson, Academy Superintendent. ""In order to do this, our cadets need to
internalize the concept, "Leader of Character," and the definition of this
concept s 1o be a proud, professional officer, without a trace of hubris

and arrogance.

"This all begins by living honorably and the Honor Code and Honor Code
reinfarce this fundamental value to lead a life of hanor, character and
integrity."

600



Fage 10 ot 2Uo

Key Messages:

The foundation of the Air Force is our core values of Integnty, Service, and
Excellence: we will buiid on that foundation at the Air Force's Academy by
reinforcing and fostering a culture of dignity, respect and inclusion for all

At the Air Force's Academy. we respect the rights of all people and remain
committed to protecting individuals’' nght to practice any religion they choose. or
no religion, provided their practices do not violate polcy or law, or impede
mission accomplishment, military readiness, unit cohesion, standards or
discipline

The Academy prides itself on its inclusive environment and is absolutely a safe
and validating place to be LGBQ

Talking Points:

The foundation of the Air Force is our core values of Integrity, Service. and
Excellence: we will build on that foundation at the Air Force's Academy by
reinforcing and fostering a culture of dignity. respect and inclusion for all

In the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to be true to their beliefs,
the Air Force's Academy decided to make the final clause in the Cadet Honor
Qath optional

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, Cadet Honor Qath and Oath of Office
{Allegiance) are not the same: the Oath of Office is legislated by law and pertains
to all active duty service members

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We Wil Not Lie, Steal Or Cheat. Nor
Tolerate Among Us Anyone Who Does, "was formally adopted in 1956 by the
Academy’s first graduating class, the Class of 1959. It is the minimum standard
of conduct which cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Qath." for all cadets to take and
it 1s administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they are formally
accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code. followed by a resolution for cadets to
live honorably and it reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us
anyone who does  Furthermore. | resolve to do my duty and to live honorably, so
help me God *

The Honor Code and Honor Oath reinforce the fundamental vaiue of living
honorably

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and responsibilities to
each cadet. A cadet's word Is accepted as the truth at all times

Cadets must meet Academy standards — honor, physical fitness, academics and
military aptitude — in order to be a cadet in good standing. and honor probation 1s
a rehabilitation tool for a cadet or cadet candidate who fails in a minor way to live
up to the high standards expected of cadets and cadet candidates

The Air Force's Academy produces Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for
our Nation, so our focus here continues to bée on developing leaders of character
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Honor Oath Statement:

After reviewing the Cadet Honor Oath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that
enables all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
final clause optional

‘Here at the Academy. we work to butld a cuiture of dignity and respect. and that
respect includes the ahilty of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen to freely practice
and exercise their religious preference — or not.” saxd Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson,
Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of respect. cadets may or may not choose to
fimish the Honor Oath with 'So helg me God ™

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and ieaders for
our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing leaders of character.

“This ali begins by living honcrably. The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this
fundamental value

Rosebush Statement;

Dr. Mike Rosebush is an Operations Research Analyst for the Academy's Center of
Character and Leadership Development. He analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness
of USAFA's "Character & Leadership 101: Foundations of Honorable Living - MOSAIC
Personalized Coaching Expenence" course. He began work at the Center in 2011, after
working for two years as an analyst in the Academy’s Plans and Programs office. He
was hired for his background in leadership development and analytical skills.

In his current capacity. Or Rosebush has been involved with the design and execution
of MOSAIC Personalized Coaching The MOSAIC program develops growth in areas
related directly to the Air Force's Core Values and the Air Force's institutional
Leadership Competencies. to include Respect for Human Dignity. Humiity, Duty,
Honesty. Care for Others, Taking Care of People, etc. The Academy's Mosaic program
Is hased on hest practices from executive coaching in industry and academia. The
program has been validated by the Jon C. Dalton Institute on College Student Values,
earning its 2013 Best Practices Award, and has generated requests hy outside
corporate agencies for apphcation to their organmizations.

Attached you will find the MOSAIC Program Manual which explains how character
coaching is conducted at USAFA, with an emphasis on living honorahly, lifting others to
their best possible selves, and elevating performance toward a common and noble
purpose.

Regarding the allegations saying the Air Force's Academy not being a welcoming place
for LGBQ cadets, The Academy Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson. along
with the Commandant of Cadets, Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, and the Dean of the
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Faculty, Brig. Gen Andrew Armacost, and Dr. Hans Mueh (Brig. Gen. ret ) Athletic
Director recently met with Spectrum, the Academy's affinity group for LGBQ cadets.

In that forum. the cadets expressed to Academy leaders that they are proud to be in the
Air Force and do not feel like the Air Force Academy culture inhibits them in any way
Rather, they expressed their concerns about the media reports and how those reports
may affect the decision of young Americans to attempt to come to the Academy.

One attendee at the forum was Air Force Capt.|{b){6) | an Instructor,
Department of English and Fine Arts, and the Officer in Charge of Spectrum.

"During the forum with leadership, the cadets of Spectrum expressed multiple times that
the Academy is a safe and validating place to be LGBQ.," Captaid.
"Several cadets have told me they are frustrated with the articles disparaging USAFA;
these articles do not take into account the extensive support our LGBQ cadets have

received from Academy leadership or the reality of the Academy's inclusive
environment.”

Story on Cadet Honor Code and Cadet Honor Oath:
By Major Brus £ Vidal

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We Will Not Lie, Steal Or Cheat, Nor Tolerate
Among Us Anyone Who Does. "was formally adopted in 1956 by the Academy's first
graduating class, the Class of 1959. It is the mimimum standard of conduct which cadets
expect of themselves and therr fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath." for all cadets to take and it is
administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they are formally accepted into the
Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training. The oath consists of a statement of the
Honor Code, followed by a resolution for cadets to live honorably and it reads: "We will
not lie, steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore | resolve
to do my duty and to live honorably. so help me God *

Since cadet candidates at the Academy's Preparatory Schooi are not cadets, the Honor
Oath i1s used by cadet candidates to underscore the importance of living honorably as
they aspire to become a cadet at the Academy.

Dr. Hans Mueh {Brig. Gen.. Ret.), Athletic Director at the Air Force's Academy. was a
leutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's Chemistry department in 1984,

‘In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in widespread
allegations of cheating. It was so widespread that the Superintendent. Lt. Gen. Skip
Scott. suspended the code and granted amnesty for a short period of time to allow all
cadets to report previous viclations of their personal honor.

(418}
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"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of that
feedback, the Supt established an Honor Committee, chaired by Col. Jim Woody,
Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we administer the Code ™

Or. Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the commuttee determined that
some additional clout was needed for this oath. which that all cadets take, so the
committee determined the phrase "we will not” was necessary to begin the code in
order to drive home the collective responsibility of ail cadets to not tolerate lying,
cheating or stealing and to personally accept the individual mandate to live with honor,
character and integrity.

Or. Mueh said that addition led to the "and furthermore. | resolve to do my duty and ve
honorably.”

“Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we decided to mirror the commissioning
path and add the words. 'so help me, God.” Dr. Mueh said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and responsibilities to each
cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at ali times. Academic scores can truly
reflect a cadet's individual effort and knowledge because each cadet is expected to
adhere to the Honor Code. This adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other
cadets on suspected violations of the Code. Such confrontations often resuit in a simple
clanfication of a misunderstanding. and each cadet learns the value of clear
communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an education process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations associated with
the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life of honor. character and
integrity, cadets — as potential future officers — receive extensive character and
leadership instruction and those same values are inculcated into all military training and
extracurnicular activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides classroom.
semtinar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to ail cadets, beginning
when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues each year through the final
semester at the Academy. The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code
and Honor System. establish a foundation for the "leaders of character" that the
Academy aspires to produce.

But despite the Academy's emphasis on integrity, some cadets place themselves in
situations where their honor is called into guestion.

If a violation of the Honor Code is suspected, the Honor Group Chairperson wili appoint
an investigative team. The investigative team consists of one first- and one second-
class cadet honor representative from a squadron other than the suspected cadet's The
team gathers pertinent evidence about the suspected honor violation.

£10
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The investigation concludes with a review of the case by the group honor chairperson.
wing honor chairperson. and the chief of the Honor Division. They review all evidence to
determine whether or not the case should be forwarded to a Wing Honor Board or a
Cadet Sanctions Recommendation Panel. If a cadet self-reports or admits when
confronted, the case is sent to a Cadet Sanctions Recommendation Panel. If the cadet
does not admit to the allegation(s), and the case s forwarded. the cadet meets a Wing
Honor Board.

Board proceedings are not adversarial in nature. The suspected cadet is present during
all testimony and may question any witness. There s no requirement for personal
testimony by the suspected cadet, although cadets usually decide to testify in their own
behalf. The board consists of eight cadets who vote and one officer mentor who
participates in the board but does not vote The eight voting cadets are all selected at
random. They hear and review all evidence and testimony under the guidance of the
non-voting Group Honor Chairperson.

Following the presentation of all evidence and closed deliberations. the Wing Honor
Board votes by secret ballot for or against a violation. In order for a cadet to be found in
violation of the Honor Code, at least six of the eight voting members of the board must
be convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that the cadet was in violation of the Honor
Code both by act and intent.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards — honor, physical fitness, academics and
military aptitude — in order to be a cadet in good standing, and honor probation 1s a
rehabilitation tool for a cadet or cadet candidate who fails in a minor way to live up to
the high standards expected of cadets and cadet candidates.” said Brig. Gen. Gregory
Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to these high standards
promotes good order and discipline throughout the institution.”

Cadets who live under the Honor Code agree it (s a vital part of their development as
military professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which will
serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust, both as cadets and
as officers. it is the Honor Code which helps build a personal integrity able to withstand
the rigorous demands placed upon them.

"At the Air Force Academy's, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for
our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on producing heutenants who are humbie,
competent and confident,” said Lt Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent.
“In order to do this. our cadets need to internalize the concept. "l eader of Character.”
and the definition of this concept is to be a proud, professional officer, without a trace of
hubris and arrogance.

"This all begins by living honorably and the Honor Code and Honor Code reinforce this
fundamental vaiue to lead a life of honor, character and integnty ™

P10
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USAFA FOIA

From: (©)6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [P0

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 2:40 PM

To: JOHNSON, MICHELLE D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA; |{b1{61 | Col USAF USAFA
USAFA/CV; LENGYEL, GREGORY J Brig Gen USAF USAFA COMMANDANT/CADE™S
UT/CW, |{bl{6) |Co| USAF USAFA USAFA/CWV; Armacos’. Andrew P BnigGen
USA~ USAFA USAFA/DT, [PX0) |Co USAF USAFA DEAN OF FACULTY
UT/DFV: [B8) JCol USAF USAFA 10 ABW/CC; [2)0) |ce
USAT USAFA 10 ABW/CV; AD-26 USAF USAFA DIRCT OF ATHLETICS
UT/AD; [0 — |Co USAF USAFA USAFA/AD; [PXO) |

|col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA:

CMSgt USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCC: [PX5)
{bXE) ol USAF USARA USAFA/MC; D)6

| Cot USAF USAFA

USAF ACADEMY DU/AS/AB/AD: |{b){6)

Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/AT,

[©)5) CMSgt USAF USAFA 10 ABW/CCC, [0)6) [Col USAF
USAFA USAFA/G: [©)X6) [col USAF USAFA USAFA/RL [PIO) [Ma

USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX[PX®) |LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/PLV [0)F) |
[Maj USAF USAFAT

0)X8)  |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CW: [b)E)

ACADEMY DU/CCA;[PX®) [Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE; [PIB)

| GS-15 USAF USAFA

®IE]_]Civ USAF USATA USAFA/DS;[P)E)
USAFA/CM/CM[PT®) |t Col USA® COMMANDANT/CADETS UT/CWCH:

R [GS 15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CMIPX®) |co: USAF

USAFA COMMANDANT/CADETS UT/CWC; [(b)iE)

|Capt USAF USAFA

USAFA/CCX; [P0 Maj USAF USAFA LUSAFA/CCX: [DIF) [Coi
26

USAF LISAFA USAFA/RR,

|GS-13 USAF A1M USAF ACADEMY DU/AL

Subject: U.S Air Force Academy News Re gase - Final c ause of Honor Oath made optional

Signed By: [P)0) [1006883784

importance: H:gh

Good Afterngon USAFA Leaders,

Pasted below is the news release that went cut today stating that the Final
clause of the Cadet Honor Qath was made optional. [n addition, at the below
link {and pasted below the release), you will find a story that includes the
release and outlines the history of our Cadet Honor Code and Cadet Honor
Gath.

http://www.usafa.af. mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388

Please use these resources as tools to communicate to your cadets, Airmen,
citizen Airmen and those who may be approaching you with questions, and to
ensure we all speak with one voice.

We used a variety of tools/methads to get the word out, to include this
wehsite pasting, Twitter, Facebook, through the Parent's Club, to the AOG
and through the news media. It will also runin next Friday s Academy
Spirit.

Please iet me know if you have questions .. have a great weekend, alll
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V/R Brus

BRUS E. VIDAL, Maj, USAF

Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy

2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3100

USAF Academy, CO 80840 5016

Phone: 719-333 1707 DSN: 333-1707

Fax: 719-333-4094

E-mail: brus.vidal@us.af. mil or brus.vidal@us.army.mil

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation "

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY PUBLIC AFFAIRS, USAF ACADEMY, CO 80840
www.usafa.af.mil (719) 333 7731

News Release # 146
Oct. 25, 2013

FINAL CLAUSE OF CADET HONOR OATH MADE OPTIONAL

L.S. AIR FORCL ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet Honor Qath, and
in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to be true to

their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the final clause
opticnal.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference - or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. tobnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God.'

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character” General Johnson said. "This all begins by living

honorably. The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce ttus fundamental value."
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“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
Leaders for our nation.”

Final clause in Cadet Honor Oath made optional

Posted 10/25/2013 Updated 10/25/2013
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by Maj. Brus E. Vidal
Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. --

After reviewing the Cadet Honor Oath, and in the spirit of determining a
way ahead that enables all to be true to their heliefs, the fir Force's
Academy has decided to make the final clause optional.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a cuiture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ahility of ocur cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference - or not." said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "50, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Cath with 'Sa help
me God."

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character,” General Johnson said. "This all begins by living
honorably. The Hanor Code and Hanor Oath reinforce this fundamentat value.

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy’s
first graduating class of 1959. It is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath,” for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets {freshmen) when they are
formally accepted wnto the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.

The oath consists of a staterment of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution
for cadets to live honorably and it reads: "We will not le, steal or cheat,

nor tolerate amang us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty
and to live honorably, so help me God."

Dr. Hans Mueh (Brig. Gen., Ret ), Athletic Director at the Air Force's
Academy, was a lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's Chemistry
gepartment in 1984

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resuited in
widespread alegations of cheating, the doctor said. "It was so widespread
that the Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted
amnesty for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous
violations of their personal hanor.

“This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing,” Dr. Mueh said.

"As a result of that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor
Committee, chaired by Col. lim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to
change the way we administer the Code.”

Dr. Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined
that some additional clout was needed for this eath, which that all cadets
take, so the committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to

3
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begin the code in order to drive home the collective responsibility of al!
cadets to not tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and to personally accept
the individual mandate to live with honor, character and integrity

Dr. Mueh said that addition led to the "and furthermore, i resolve to do my
duty and live honorably ”

“Then, to add more seriousness to the cath, we decided to mirror the
commissioning cath and add the words, 'so help me, God,”™ Dr. Mueh said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many priviieges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the Code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they bepin an education process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets - as potential future officers -

receive extensive character and leadership instruction and those same values
are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through the final semester at the Academy. The Center's programs,
when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System, establish a foundation
for the "leaders of character" that the Academy aspires to produce,

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude - in order to be a cadet in good standing,” said Brg,
Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Helding each cadet to these
high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution.”

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets' development as military
professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,
both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build 3
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them

- Pags ooz, —m emem— e e m mm—m—m—m—m—
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USAFA FOIA

From: [©)0) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:16 AM

To: l:bJ{SJ |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Ce: b)) LLtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/CWD; [P0 lcapt usar

AFA USAFA/CWE;|2X®) Inai USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA, [R)E) |

ElSMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX: [P©) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ
USAFA/CCE

Subject: Request for Info: Contrails

XE)

Have a loaded Request for Info for you. The AQG President asked why the latest contrails in the Oath of Office and
Enlistment Oath does not have “50 Help Me God” at the end. We also noticed that the previous version does not have it
either.

What is the official answer on this? And how far does it go back in years? If the officiat answer is “it was an oversight”,
than give me a warm fuzzy it will be rectified next year so | can pass it on to the grad community.

| @)

Maj [P0

Director, Commander’s Action Group

HQ USAFA/CCX
{b)(6)

com: [P® osn:fFF®

(0)(6)
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USAFA FOIA

From: o)) ol USAF USAFA USAFA/CY

Sent: Wednesgay, November 13, 2013 5:37 PM

To: v USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA

Cc Maj USAF USATA USAFA/CCX [P [Mai usar usaea
USATAHQ USAFA/CCE: [BE) |Mar USAT USATA USAFA/CCAPE ]
Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS: | engyel Gregory | BrigGen USAF USA*A USAFA/CW

Subject: RE: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

| admittedly have not read those articles, but I will. However, his last quote, "Ever since 1965, all substantive
changes in the administration and interpretation of the Honor Code have been in reaction to an incident” reminds me
that most, if not all, of the NOTES, WARNINGS and CAUTIONS in our technical data were made as a result of an incident.
In some cases a catastrophic incident. | think it is only responsible of us to make adjustments when we experience
events that warrant change. Thanks for the background.

v/,
(b)(5)

————— Original Message-----

From: [©)6) iv USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:00 AM

T2 Johnson, Michelle I3 Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

e [PB [Maj usar usara usasa/cex; [P Iviaj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE [EX0)
10 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA;[D®) [Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY; [B10) W USAF USAFA

USAFA/DS; Lengyel Gregory | BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW
Subject: RE: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

Gen Johnson, The context is probably a three part series ©)e) 64, did on the history of the Honor Code in
2004-2005, which was published in Checkpoints {iI'll provide copy ¥ | [P }vas a Visiting Scholar for Honor at the
time. He's also published some other articles rel military academy TOMOT codes, with a focus on the toleration clause.
He wrote another article in Checkpoints in 2009 on “"The USAFA Cheating Affair of 2004" {article also provided tow
in this article his conclusions are supportive of the Honor Cade and the systems in place.

He notes an the first page of the first article in the series (Fall 2004) that "Most graduates view the Honar System only
from a narrow peephole of four years." And, "Fver since 1965, all substantive changes in the administration and
interpretation of the Honor Code have been in reaction to an incident.”

VIR
(b)(6)

Chief, Develppment and Alumni Affairs

HQ USAFA/CMA
(b){E)

o)
DS [P©)
Cell

0co
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{b)(6)

----0riginal Message---
From: Johnsan, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 9:50 PM

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX DD IMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE: [B)E)
USAFA USAFA/CCA; |{b1{61 |C0| USAF USAFA USAFA/CY, [B1E) Civ USAF USAFA

USAFA/DS; Lengyel Gregory J BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW
Subject; Fw: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

{b)(6)

Tonight's AOG Senate was a long rehash of the Honor Oath, with a short burst from the grad below. Do you know the
context for this?

Thanks,
md|

From: [X6) l
Sent; Tuesday, November 12, 2013 09:00 PM
To: Ighnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

o lcoi UsAF USAFA USAFA/CWC: [BTE) [Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CWC;

(268 [em |
[ |

Subject: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

Gen Johnson

First of all, thank you for attending the CAS meeting today. | was the one who asked you about your opinion regarding
the research being done by [D)0) |"64} regarding compliance with the Honor Code. | must say that | was
disappointed in your answer that you were not familiar with his research. But, yet you spent alot of ime in the
meeting talking about a very superficial honor issue, the use of the “So help me God” phrase in the Honer Oath. And the
fact that you would take time to meet with a nut case like [b)®) but not take the ume to become familiar
wichO years of research on the Honor Code, causes me to question your prigrities.

You mentiened in part of your comments that this is not the same Academy as in '54 or '59 because this is 2013, | don't
understand what is different in 2013 about fundamental concepts of honor, except that we no longer enforce them.
BTW, when | asked Gen Lengyel, the then new commandant of cadets, the same question after his appearance at

CAS {ie, about[R)E) research) Lengyel also said he was not familiar. You mentioned in your comments that
Lengyel is soon to be leaving. | wonder if he has yet become familiar with[?)0) esearch,

| hope that you will find time in your tenure to address this issue because there are many of us {albeit not a large
percentage) who believe that the Honor Code is the most important part of the cadet experience. We would love to
have it back.

Cordially

(0)(6)

(0)(6)

Col, USAF(Ret), USAFA '67

Phone: [(0)6) |
Email: [B)E) ]
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My recent article in Checkpoints-fyi

The June 2013 Checkpoints article "An in-depth lock at the state of the Honor Code:”

Another Point of View

This rosy picture of the state of the USAFA Honor Code written by LTCthe Assistant Director for Honor at the
Center for Character and Leadership Development {CCLD} is a classic "puff piece” and demands a response. First, how
can anyone claim to offer an “in-depth” look at the Honor Code and never mention any of the recent scandals at USAFA
and fail to mention the only serious research that has ever been done on the results of the Honor Code, especially when
that research is being done by a USAFA graduate? For much of that research, the researcher, (b)5) USAFA
‘64, had offices at USAFA and at least some sanction by USAFA officials.
I TC [B)E]_Jasks, rhetorically, in his opening sentence “SO HOW ARE THINGS WITH THE HONOR CODE?” Rather than
immediately answering the question tells us why people are asking. According toWhe reason is that the
Honor Code is a "symbol of all we envision for the Academy.” | don’t mean to split hairs but scme of us remember when
the Honor Code was a “standard” of behavior, not a “symbol” not a training device. |{bl{6) soes on to quote the Code
and the Honor Oath, which was added to the Code in 1984, [?Y6)  bditoriatizes that the Oath “goes beyond the Code,”
implying that the standards at USAFA have been raised even higher. His comment is disingenuous because the facts are
that the Oath was added in the wake of the 1980s cheating scandal, potentially the largest in the history of USAFA.

In point of fact, rather than raise the standards in response to this scandal, USAFA Superintendent Scott actually
suspended the Code. Therefore, | would contend the addition of the Qath at this time in our history was a cynical
obfuscation of the true problem at USAFA, the FAILURE, to enforce the Honor Code. Furthermore, this action had a
devastating effect on the perception of the Code. Ever since then, most knowledgeable people have realized that there
could never be another large scandal at USAFA because the Code would simply never again be enforced against a large
number of cadets. This fact has been admitted 1o in public by at least one subsequent USAFA superintendent {LG Rosa).
But there is even more dishonesty in the Wreporl.proudly states that “Disenrollments due to honor cases
have DECREASED {emphasis added) to an average of 28 per year since 2004.” Meanwhile, (b)) Jresearch
shows that admitted honor viclations by cadets while at the Academy have steadily INCREASED over this same period to
the point that the vast majority of recent graduates admit to having committed honor vielations, This should not
surprise anyone who sees that disenrollments for honor are steadily falling and that no large number of cadets will ever
again be dismissed for honor. This allegation on my part was proven true less than ten years after the Gen Scott scandal
when a large number of cadets were assumed to be using false IDs to buy liquor in downtown Colorado Springs. Instead
of bringing these cadets to an honor hearing, the commandant at the time, BG Gamble, granted blanket amnesty to the
whole wing. 1s it any wonder that today no one seriously believes that any large number of cadets will ever be dismissed
for honor?

Later in his article on the state of the Honar Code LTC[PXO) Istates that the Honor Oath’'s meaning was that "USAFA
leadership saw a need to promote a nohle aspiration BEYOND ADHERENCE TO THE FOUR PROHIBITIONS OF THE CODE”
{emphasis added). This is cynicism at its height. Later in the article Witzel again makes this disingenuous comment when
he says "It's increasingly clear, however, that we must not limit cur cadets to an appreciation ot only the four traditional
prohibitions of the Code.” The fact is that, those four prohibitions are actually a very high standard and that, if USAFA
were actually enforcing those standards, there would be no need for the kind of obfuscating pabulum in the Honor Qath
or for any of the 20 plus seminars, courses, round tables, etc. that are now part of the CCLD. It is impeortant to note that
the converse of this statement is also true: If we will not aggressively enforce those four prohibitions, there are not
encugh seminars, courses, round tables, or ocbfuscating pabulum like the Honeor Qath that can save us.

Because my comments are quite critical | shouid remind the reader that | believe the Honor Code to be the most
important part of my USAFA experience. | value it highly and | think we are losing it. | realize that my comments do not
sound like the rosy picture painted by LTC ut | will leave it for the reader to decide which one of us has the more
accurate picture,

zed
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From: Johnsan, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USA=A/CC

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 6:37 AM

To: [EE) IMa, USA® USAFA USAZA/CCX

Cc: Wa lace. Lonza £ Ma3j USﬂ{E)I{é?Mn’-\ LISAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; Lengyel Gregary J BrigGen
USAF USAFA USAFA/CW. Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS, [PX©) |
GS 15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [PIE) |Co- USAF USAFA USAFA/CY

Subject: Re: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

Thanks, I'll interested to know how this was analyzed/assessed/discussed by USAFA?

From: [BYE) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 11:32 PM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC; |{b){6) |Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA

o Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE[PIC) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA;[PXE)]

[PX6) _Jcol USAF USAFA LSAFA/CY [D)E) |USAF USAT A USAFATDS{0)e] |GS-15 USAF USAFA

USAFA/CM/Cv; [PXO) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX; [PX©) Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX:

[FE MSgt USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX

Subject: Re: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

Ma'am:
Here is a very quick 101 on the [©XO) |auestion brought up in the AOG Senate today. This is not a new issue,
so 1 will 1ed®X®)  folks or CCLD give you a mare in-depth response, as they dealt with itin 2012 All my info below

comes from a Colorado Springs Independent Cover story April 1, 2012 by [b)E)

b)) {'64) was an unpaid visiting scholar for honor since 1999, and resigned in 2012 (1 week before article
published). He did research based on grad surveys, with significant findings being:

* The percentage of AFA graduates who said they committed honor violations more than doubled from the class of 1959
to the class of 2010 {from 29% to 66%).

* The percentage of AFA grads who said they talerated other infractions withaut reporting them grew from 5% in 1959
to 68% to 2010

* Respect far honor was around 90-100% for 50 years before plunging to 70% for classes of 2007-2010.
* Motivation of AFA grads to make a career of the service dropped from 90% to 50%.

Again, this is just the surface level based on the article from the Indy, but will give you context for the question and the
unfortunate email you received.

http://www csindy com/coloradosprings/cracks-in-the-code/Content?0id=2452353

R (G
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Sent from my Blackberry

From; Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 09:49 PM
To: B Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA

cc: [P0 IMaj USAF USAFA USAFAiCCX'rb){S) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;
(0)(o) aj USAF USAFA Usafa/cCAfD® [CoTUSAFUSAFA USARA/CY; [FTB)_ JCiv USAF USAFA
USAFA/DS; Lengyel Gregory J BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Subiject: Fw: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

(b))

Tonight's ADG Senate was a long rehash of the Honor Oath, with a short burst from the grad below. Do you know the
context for this?

Thanks,
mdj

From:[?)0) |
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 09:00 PM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

o |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CWC.[EYE) |Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CWC;
oY) |

(b)(B) |
Subject: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

Gen Johnson

First of all, thank you for attending the CAS meeting today. | was the one who asked you about your opinion regarding
the research being done by [PX©) '64) regarding compliance with the Honor Code. | must say that | was
disappointed in your answer that you were not familiar with his research. But, yet you spent a lot of time in the
meeting talking about a very superficial honor issue, the use of the “So help me God” phrase in the Honor Qath. And the
fact that you would take time to meet with a nut case like [2)©) but not take the time to become familiar
with20 years of research on the Honor Code, causes me to question your priorities.

You mentioned in part of your comments that this is not the same Academy as in '54 or '59 because this is 2013. | don't
understand what is different in 2013 about fundamental concepts of honor, except that we no longer enforce them.
BTW, when | asked Gen Lengyel, the then new commandant of cadets, the same question after his appearance at
CAS,(ie, aboutresearch) Lengyel also said he was not familiar. You mentioned in your comments that
Lengyel is soon to be Jeaving. | wonder if he has yet become familiar with [ Jresearch.

I hope that you will find time in your tenure to address this issue because there are many of us (albeit not a large
percentage) who believe that the Honor Code is the most important part of the cadet experience. We would love to

have it back,

Cordially,

(b){6) Col, USAF(Ret), USAFA '67
{b){E)

Phone: r{b){E)
Email: [EIE

LI
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My recent article in Checkpoints-fyi

The June 2013 Checkpoints article “An in depth ook at the state of the Honor Code:”

Another Point of View

This rosy picture of the state of the USAFA Honor Code written by LTC[EXE]____ Jthe Assistant Director for Honor at the
Center for Character and Leadership Development (CCLD] is a classic "puff piece” and demands a response. First, how
can anyone claim to offer an “in-depth” lock at the Honor Code and never mention any of the recent scandals at USAFA
and fail to mention the only serious research that has ever been done on the results of the Honor Code, especially when
that research is being done by a USAFA graduate? For much of that research, the researcher,|X6) USAFA
‘64, had offices at USAFA and at least some sanction by USAFA officials.

LTC[BIE]_ hisks, rhetorically, in his opening sentence “SO HOW ARE THINGS WITH THE HONOR CODE?” Rather than
immediately answering the question Witzel tells us why people are asking. According tthhe reason is that the
Honor Code is a “symbol of all we envision for the Academy.” | don't mean to sphit hairs but some of us remember when
the Honor Code was a “standard” of behavior, not a "symbol,” not a training device.goes on to quote the Code
and the Honor Qath, which was added to the Code in 1984.[b)6)  pditorializes that the Oath “goes beyond the Code,”
implying that the standards at USAFA have been raised even higher. His comment is disingenuous because the facts are
that the Qath was added in the wake of the 1980s cheating scandal, potentially the largest in the history of USAFA.

In point of fact, rather than raise the standards in response to this scandal, USAFA Superintendent Scott actually
suspended the Code. Therefore, | would contend the addition of the Gath at this time in our history was a cynical
obfuscation of the true problem at USAFA, the FAILURE, to enferce the Honor Code. Furthermore, this action had &
devastating effect an the perception of the Code. Ever stnce then, most knowledgeable people have reaihzed that there
could never be another large scandal at USAFA because the Code would simply never again be enforced against a large
number of cadets. This fact has been admitted to in public by at least one subsequent USAFA superintendent {LG Rosa).
But there is even more dishonesty in the Witzel report. [DXB)_proudly states that “Disenroliments due to honor cases
have DECREASED {emphasis added) to an average of 28 per year since 2004 “ Meanwhile, [2)6) fresearch
shows that admitted honor violations by cadets while at the Academy have steadily INCREASED over this same period to
the peint that the vast majority of recent graduates admit to having committed honor violations. This should not
surprise anyone who sees that disenroliments for honor are steadily falling and that no large number of cadets will ever
again be dismissed for honor, This allegation on my part was proven true less than ten years after the Gen Scott scandal
when a large number of cadets were assumed to be using false IDs to buy liquor in downtown Colorado Springs. Instead
of bringing these cadets to an honor hearing, the commandant at the time, BG Gamble, granted blanket amnesty to the
whole wing. Is it any wonder that today no one seriously believes that any large number of cadets will ever be dismissed
for honor?

Later in his article on the state of the Honor Code LTC tates that the Honor Oath’s meaning was that “USAFA
leadership saw a need to promote a noble aspiration BEYOND ADHERENCE 1Q THE FOUR PROHIBITIONS OF THE CODE”
(emphasis added). This is cynicism at its height. Later in the articlegain makes this disingenuous comment when
he says “IU's increasingly clear, however, that we must not limit our cadets to an appreciation of only the four traditional
prohibitions of the Code.” The tact is that, those four prohibitions are actually a very high standard and that, if USAFA
were actually enforcing those standards, there would be no need for the kind of obfuscating pabulum in the Honor Oath
or for any of the 20 plus seminars, courses, round tables, etc. that are now part of the CCLD. It is important to note that
the converse of this statement is also true: If we will not aggressively enforce those four prohibitions, there are not
enough seminars, courses, round tables, or obfuscating pabulum like the Honor Oath that can save us.

Because my comments are quite critical | should remind the reader that | believe the Honor Code to be the most
important part of my USAFA experience. i value it highly and | think we are losing it. [ realize that my comments do not
sound like the rosy picture painted by LTCuI I will leave it for the reader to decide which one of us has the more
accurate picture.




Wg

USAFA FOIA
Lo s i R
From: o Imaj Usar Usara usarascca
Sent: {b)'{S) , 2013 8:33 am
To: aj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: Re: Story Related to "Oath"
Did you see this yet?
V/R,
G
Maj (b)®)
Aide-Te-Camp 10 the superintendent
Sent from BB [BIF) |
————— Original Message --—---
From: [PXO) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 08:13 AM Mountain Standard Time
To: [PXO) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ, USAFA/CCE

Subject: Fw: Story Related to "Oath”

I think she expects to see it in parenthesis, was that discussed?

V/R,

Maj|B)©) l
Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

sent from 88|

————— QOriginal Message -----

From: [PX®) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 07:26 AM Mountain $tandard Time
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: [BXE) | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY; [BYE) [Col USAF USAFA USAFA/HC; [©)©) Civ USAF USAFA
USAFA/DS; [P)0) | Col USAF USAFA USAFAJIA; [DIE) GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM;
|©)E) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; [E)X5) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

Subject: RE: Story Related to "Oath”

{b)(6)

Good Morning again, Ma'am. Attached and pasted below are the electrons, per discussion. The first four paragraphs
are what we recommend to issue in our press release. All of it combined is a story we will post on our Website, push to
AF Link, publish in next week’s Spirit, and include as an attachment with the press release. We will also tweet about it,
post a link on Facebook, provide to Parent's Club, the AOG, and CW for communication to those respective audiences.
See you at 1000, Ma'am!

VIR

{b)6) Maj, USAF
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Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

{b)(6)

Phone: [0)X0) [DSn: RG]

Fax:l{b){G) |

E-mail: |{b){6) ||'he Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air

Force and leaders for our Nation,”

After assessing the situation concerning the statement “So help me God" in the Cadet Honor Dath, and in the spirit of
determining a way ahead that is respectful to all perspectives, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make that part of
the cath optional,

“Here at the Academy, ours is a culture of dignity and respect, and that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen
and civilian Airmen to freely practice and exercise their religious preference - or not.” said Lt.

Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superimtendent. “So, in the spirit of being respectful to all, cadets may or may not
choose to finish the Honor Oath with the final sentence, 'So help me God."

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for our Nation, so our focus here
continues to be on producing lieutenants who are humble, competent and confident." "In order to do this, our cadets
need to internalize the concept, ‘Leader of Character.’

"This all begins by living henorably and the Honor Code and Hongr Qath reinforce this fundamental value 1o lead a life of
honor, character and integrity.”

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does," was
formally adopted by the Academy's first graduating class of 1959. It is the minimum standard of conduct which cadets
expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Qath," for all cadets to take and it is administered to fourth class cadets
{freshmen) when they are formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.

The oath consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for cadets to live honorably and it reads:
"We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and to
live honorably, so help me God."

Dr. Hans Mueh (Brig. Gen., Ret.}, Athletic Director at the Air Force's Academy, was a heutenant colonel assigned to the
Academy's Chemistry department in 1984.

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in widespread allegations of cheating. It was so
widespread that the Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty for a short period of
time 10 allow all cadets to report previous violations of their personal honor.

"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of that feedback, the Supt established an Honor
Committee, chaired by Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we administer the
Code."

Dr. Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined that some additionai clout was needed
for this oath, which that all cadets take, so the committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin
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the code in order to drive home the collective responstbility of all cadets to not tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and to
personally accept the individual mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Dr. Mueh said that addition led to the "and furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and live honorably.”

"Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we decided to mirror the commissioning cath and add the words, 'so help
me, God,"" Dr. Mueh said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet’s word is accepted
as the truth at all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individual effort and knowledge because each cadet
is expected to adhere 1o the Honor Code. This adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on
suspected violations of the Code. Such confrontations often result in a simple clarification of a misunderstanding, and
each cadet learns the value of clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an education process designed ta help them understand the
responsibilities and expectations associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life of
honor, character and integrity, cadets - as potential future officers - receive extensive character and leadership
instruction and those same values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides classroom, seminar, workshop and
experiential-based learning programs to all cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through the final semester at the Academy. The Center’s programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and
Honor System, establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” that the Academy aspires to produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics and military aptitude - in order to be a
cadet in good standing," said Brig.

Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to these high standards promotes good order and
discipline throughout the institution.”

The Honor Code is5 a vital part of cadets' development as military professionals. it also represents a broader aspect of
ethical maturity which will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust, both as cadets and as
officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a persenal integrity able 10 withstand the rigorcus demands placed upon
them.

e
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USAFA FOIA
from: (0}{6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[B)E) I
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 217 PM
To: {D)(E)
Subject: RE: S0 Help Me God
Signed By: [b)e) 1006883784
DG
Good Afterncon e A

The below statement should answer your questions ... on a similar note, I'm
sure you're speaking the MRFF frequently, and I'm still curious about the
flip flop? Cheers.

"Regarding the e-mail sent by Mr. [P©) to the MRFF, we can
confirm that Mr. |{b){6) is a trainer at the Air Force Academy

Preparatory School, and yes, he did send an e-mail to the MRFF in his
personal capacity and not as a representative of the Air Force's Academy or
the Prep School.

Supporting the right of free exercise of religion relates directly to the

Air Force core values and the ability to maintain an effective team. Air
Force Academy Leaders at all levels must balance constitutional protections
for an individual's free exercise of religion or other personal beliefs and

the constitutional prohibition against governmental establishment of
religion.

All Academy Airmen, especially commanders, supervisors and those who are in

daily contact with cadets or cadet candidates, must ensure that in
exercising their right of religious free expression, they do not degrade
morale, good order, and discipline or degrade the trust and confidence that
the public has in the United States Air Force and the Air Force's Academy.

The Air Force's Academy remains committed to protecting individuals' right
1o practice any religion they choose, or no religion, provided their
practices do not violate policy or law, or impede mission accomplishment,
military readiness, unit cohesion, standards or discipline.

It's also important to point out that USAFA has a robust, structured
Religious Respect Training Program that helps cadets, cadet candidates,
faculty and staff understand how the First Amendment applies to them at
USAFA with an expectation that all are educated on religious respect and, in
turn, are practitioners of respect.”

[X0) Imaj, usar

Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{b}(6)

Phone: {1

6¢
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Fax: 719-333-4094

E-mail: brus.vidal@us.af mil or brus.vidal@us.army.mil

“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

————— Original Message-----

From: Losey, Stephen [mailto:slosey@airforcetimes.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:23 PM

To: VIDAL, BRUS E Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: FW: So Help Me God

Brus,

Here is the e-mail Mr. Weinstein sent me this afternoon. My questions are:

1. Is Mr. Willoughby an athletic trainer at USAFA?

2. s the content of this e-mail accurate? That is, did Mr. Willoughby
send this e-mail to Mr. Weinstein?

3. Regarding the statement " am on staff at USAFA and will talk about
Jesus Christ my Lord and savior to everyone that | work with": What is the

academy's policy on employees discussing their religious beliefs while on
the job?

Thank you,

Steve

From: "Allen Willoughby" <rolitidel@faiconbroadband.net>
Subject: So Help Me God

Date: November 6, 2013 11:32:45 PM MST

0£0



To: <info@militaryreligiousfreedom.org>

Mikey

Finally a leader at USAFA that really lets you know how ail of us at USAFA
especially at USAFA Preparatory feel about you and your beliefs, can't wait
'til you are escorted off campus and | am sure the majority of stafl/cadets
(believers and nonbelievers) wish that could happen now. Stop pushing your
beliefs on us. God will always be a part of the US Military even when you
are gone to meet him face to face. You know you can do a lot for the
homeless veterans out here but you could care less about them but when it
comes to Christians you are willing to fight against us, well you will never
win and 50 you know the war has already been won. | am on staff at USAFA
and will talk about Jesus Christ my Lord and savior to everyone that | work
with. Do something productive with your life and Stop harassing the fine
people at USAFA. | really pray for your soul.

1€0
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S =
From: 8 maj usaF USAFA USAFA/PA 570 |
Sent: Frniday, October 25, 2013 12:46 PM
To: (b)(®)
Cc: [oE |GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM
Subject: RE: Request from CNN
Attachments: U.S_Air Force Academy News Release -- Final clause of Honer Cath made .. (25.9 KB)
Signed By: R 1006883784

Good Afternoon Ms,

| work with |{b){8) Iand wanted to try to answer your questions, In
reading the story, you are correct about the cath of office. That is

dictated by law. Our Cadet Honor Code and Honor Oath are not, and to your
question on that the decision (release on the decision and background on the
Honor Oath and Honor Code are attached) affects the Honor Code or the oath
of office, it is only for our Cadet Honor Qath.

For questions about the oath of office, | would recommend calling our
elected officials.

Bottom line, the oath of office is not an Air Force Academy issue, it's a
Congressional issue and it seems many of your questions surround that. We
are only dealing with our Cadet Honor Oath here ... | will contact our Cadet
Wing and the individual named below (the officer) to try to get you more on
the e-mails, but | understand you're under deadiine. Please let me know how
we can further support. Have a nice day.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

(b)0) Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

(b))

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
teaders for our Nation."

----- Oniginal Message-----
From: Y0)®) GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 11:54 AM

To: Yb)6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: FW: Request from CNN




V/R
Meade
/ISIGNED//

MEADE WARTHEN

Chief, Media Relations Divisign

U.5 Air Force Academy Directorate of Public Affairs
Colorado Springs, CO 80840-5016

(719} 333 7639; DSN 333-7639; meade warthen@us.at.mil

————— Original Message-----

From: Smith, Emily {CNN) [maitto:Emily. Smith@turner.com!
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 11:25 AM

To WARTHEN, MEADE C GS 12 USAF USAFA USATA/PA/PAM
Subject: Request from CNN

Hi Meade,

As discussed, here's the background of my story:

In early August, officer in training Jonathan Bise gbjected to saying 'so

help me God' at the end of his Commissioning Qath. He contacted a lawyer
with the American Humanist Association who drafted a letter to Bise's
commander saying that forcing him to say the phrase was against his
constitutianal right. The commander reversed his decision and Bise was
allowed to omit the phrase at his commissioning ceremony.

On Octcber 2, 2013, shannan M Cagler apparently send
‘Soon-to-be-Lieutenants' an email slugged INFO: Change to Oath of Office

(Optional "So Help Me, God.” to €521 _C14 AlL; CS21 C15 All, €521 C16 Al

CS21 C17_ALL

The email said. "Bottom line: Don't expect to have any words changed in the
near future.”

The emait stated that the oath of office ts governed by Congressional

2
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oversight and as such would require legislation to be changed. It instructed
readers to contact their Congressional representatives if they felt
passionately about the issue,

On QOctober 3, 2013, Rhett S Hierlmeirer sent a follow up email to the same
group clarifying the first emait.

I'm trying to confirm that both emails were in fact sent. If you could, I'd
appreciate a copy of the email so | can make sure that the version | have is
the exact version that was sent and hasn't been altered.

That should be it! | realiy do appreciate all your help with this.
Emily Smith

One CNN Center, Atianta, GA

404 827 4663
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From: b)) GS 12 USA” USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM <[P b
Sent: Ty, OCoper 25, ze 13 11:42 AM

To: I{b){S) |C (GS-12 USAT USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM

Subject: U5, AT Force Academy News Release -- Final clause aof Fancr Oath made opt onal
Attachments: 1462 Fistory of the Cadet Honor Code and Oath.docx

Signed By: (b))

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY PUBLIC AFFAIRS, USAF ACADEMY, CO 80840
www.usafa.af. mil (719) 333-7731

News Release # 146
Oct. 25, 2013

FINAL CLAL'SE OF CADET HONOR GATH MADE OPTIONAL

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet Honor Qath, and
in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to be true to

their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the final clause
optional.

"bere at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference - or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honar Qath with 'So help
me God.'

"Alt the Air Farce Academy, we produce Lieutenants for aur Air Force and
leaders far our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character' General Johnson said. "This all begins by living

hanarably. The Honor Code and Hanor Qath reinforce this fundamental value.”

-30-

NOTE: Attached is a history of the Cadet Honor Code and Hanor Qath.

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for aur Air Force and
Leaders for our nation."
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USAFA FOIA

From: Lengyel Gregory | BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:54 AM

To: ©)e) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

Cc: b)E) | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CWY; [P)XO) [Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; apt USAF USAFA USAFA/CWE; |{b1{6) |
Blcor usar usara USA

Subject: RE: Request for Info: Contrails

Signed By: [er® 11010649508

Thanks We're sending up a reply on this.

From: [©© IMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:20 AM

To: Lengyel Grepory J BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Cc: [P0 Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CWYV; [B1E) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: FW: Request for Info: Contrails

Gen Lengyel,

Sir, FYl on below request from USAFA CAG. This came up at the AQG class senate meeting last night. It was from BG
Carlton, not Mr. o))

VR,

(bXE) Maj, USAF

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

United States Air Force Academy

Ph: |®)©)

Cell

Email: I{bj:{é) " * I

From: [2© Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:16 AM
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To: Adcock, Brian S Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Cc: Schlichenmeyer, Patrick L LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/CWD; Alden, Jared K Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/CWE; Sanders,
William D Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA; Henigin, Naomi Y Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX; Wallace, Lonzo E Ma] USAF
USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: Request for Info: Contrails

Brian,

Have a lpaded Request for Info for you. The AOG President asked why the iatest contraiis in the Oath of Office and
Enlistment Oath does not have “So Help Me God” at the end. We also noticed that the previous version does not have it
either.

What is the official answer on this? And how far does it go back in years? If the official answer is "it was an oversight”,
than give me a warm fuzzy it will be rectified next year so | can pass it on to the grad community.

-Beeze

Maj Abizer Tyabji

Director, Commander’s Action Group
HQ USAFA/CCX

2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3311

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001
COM: 719-333-3739 DSN: 333-3739

abizer.tyabji@usafa.edu
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From: Johnson, Michelle 3 Lt Gen USA® USA-A USAFA/CC
Sent: Friday. October 25, 2013 5:26 °M
To: [oe) ] Col USAF USAFA USATA/IG
Cc DO SAF USAFA USAFA/CV: |P)XO) T USAFA USAFA/DS
CMSgt USAF HQ USAFA/CCC; Ma: USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE. [PXO) | capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA: [B7®)
)0 |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; IMB) |Maj USA= USATA
LISAFA/PA
Subject: RE- Recent G complaints regard'ng the Honor Oath
Signed By: michel e johnson@us.af.m’
b)(6
Sounds good, il
Thank you, mdj
From: [PX°) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IG

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 2.02 PM
To: tohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC |<'3?(5)

Cc: A USAFA/CY; B8] Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS,; lc MSgt USAF
HQ USAFA/CCC: (01O Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE:[B®) | Capt USAF USAFA
USAFA/RRA; [ETE) ]GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [PIE) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: Recent |G complaints regarding the Honor Oath

Ma’am, these individuals learned about the situation via the media and wrote to our IG office imploring USAFA to keep
the “So Help Me God” phrase in the Honor Qath. It was pre-emptive rather than reactive, but by our guidance since
they wrote the IG office, we still log them as complaints. We will now reply to these individuals with your official news
release and direct them to the USAFA website for the full article and background on the Honor Qath.

uum

From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11:20 PM

To. [B®) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IG

Co ol USAF USAFA USAFA/CV: w USAF USAFA UsaFa/Ds; [P0 |lcmset usar
HQ usara/ccc; [P | Maj usar usaFA USAFATRQ Usara/ceE; P8 Tcopt USAF UsaFa
USAFA/RRA; BB ]GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [0)0) e |Maj USAF
USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Re: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Dath

8¢0
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I'm not clear on what the complaints are about? We haven't taken any action yet, beyond taking down one 8x10 poster
at the PL. .?

Thanks!

mdj

From: Kuenzli, David P Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IG

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 02:50 PM

To: lohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: Miller, Evan M Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV; Colvin, Gail B Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; Ludwig, Stephern R CMSgt USAT
HQ USAFA/CCC; Wallace, Lonzo £ Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; Silva, Stephanie M Capt USAF USAFA
USAFA/RRA; CANNON, DAVID K GS 15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; Vidal, Bruc Lt Col USAF USAFA/PA

<bruc vidal@us.af mil>; VIDAL, BRUS E Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Qath

Ma’am, we've received two complaints today concerning the information in the media regarding the Honor Oath. Both
were from out-of-state civihans. | have spoken to Maj Brus Vidal and | understand there's a strategic communication
plan in the works and the USAFA position will be released when a final decision is made.

We will register these complaints in the 1G’s Automated Case Tracking System (ACTS). We'll then wait on your release of
the coordinated strategic communications message before we respond to the compiainants. We can expect to receive
more complaints regarding this issue in the coming days.

v/r Dave

DAVID P. KUENZLI, Col, USAF
HQ USAFA/IG
DSN 333-3490, Comm (719) 3333490

Cell: 812 465 4716

6£0
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{b)B)
From: |{b){6) FS-lS USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM <
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 12:09 PM
To: (b)6) Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA
e BIa) [T USAF Ugdsaticacaicass 010 IMaj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HG USAFA/CCE, Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE
Subject: RE: Please keep the Honor QOath as is
Signed By: {b)(E)
(b))

Done -- sending to Major b))

By mid day tomorrow we will have the answer for parents, social media, etc.

o)

- --Original Message-----

From: |2 | civ USAF USAFA UsAFA/CMA

{mailto:{b)E) |

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11:57 AM

To: [5®) GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Ce: [OD) Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA,; [)©) [Civ USAF USAFA
USAFA/CMA

Subject: FW: Please keep the Honor Oath as is

Sir,

A parent would like this letter forwarded to the General as feedback before
she makes her decision,

{b)(6)

(b)(6)

Parents' Liaison

U.S. Air Force Academy, CO

(b)6) Toll Free [®X6)

e-mail: [BI0) |
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From: I{b){SJ h
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11.44 AM
To: [0X0) | Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA

Subject: Please keep the Honor Oath asis

Dear General Johnson,

it has recently been reparted that you are considering remaving the words

"so help me God" from the USAFA Honor Oath. 1 understand this is in response
to a complaint you received last week fremfoie) ]President of

the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF}. My son attends the academy
and this greatly concerns me on many levels.

http://www foxnews com/opinion/2013/10/23/air-force-academy-may-drop-god-fro
m-oath/

The same oath or something very similar is pledged acrass our entire
military, so iIf D)) |succeeds at USAFA, this will eventually, and possibly
quickly, spread across the entire military and even beyond.

It dumbfounds me that one man's voice can carry se much weight with.n our
military_ It is simple 10 just not utter those words during the oath if you

are not a believer. Why force the thought process of nen-believers on the
majority? | mean, isn't there already a process in place to accommodate
service members on an individual basis who do not wish to say the end
phrase. Do we have to cave 10 this man's comptaint that this offends the
atheist population and impose this change on the majerity who will be
offended by the remaval of the phrase? This makes no sense to me and many
other concerned individuals,

I hope and pray that you will stand strang and leave the Oath as is, while
making an alternative option clearly available ta the minerity group of
cadets that would rather not utter the word "God" at the end of the Oath. i
would imagine that alternative would simply be to not say the word "God",

Thank you sincerely,

(b)(6)

0
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From: Col USAF USAFA USAFA/PL

Sent: Thursday November 07 2013 2:06 PM

To: o)) Co!l USAF USAFA USATA/PL PO |Maj USAF USALA
USAFA/PA; [2)0) |LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/HCX

Ce: ) Col USAT A7PC USAF ACAD PREP SC/sC/p; [P0 Civ USAF
USAFA USAFA/DS, [0)E) ] GS 15 LSAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS;
[0XE) |Co USAF USA® ACADEMY DU/CV; [B1B) |Co. USAF USAF
ACADEMY Du/Cy; [216) |Maj USARLEAEATISAE ATADFMY DU/CCA
[©1©) Ma USAF USAFA USA-A/CCA B Maj USAF USAF
ACADEMY DU/CCE. [BIE) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/1Q USAFA/CCE:
[©)6) [ GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM,; [(RXO) Col USAF USAFA
USAFA/AC. (000 lcol Usa: Usara UsaFazla; (PO LCo
USAF AMC 627 ABG/RC

Subject: RE PARTIAL STATEMENT: So He p Me Gou

Signed By: fEXe)

OK. Clanfication recewed. The religious briefing the C/Cs get during BMT

is anly an introduction to chapel programs...it is not an intro to RRTP,
However, what | said in my last € mail about our SPIRE program having as a
key underpinning all of the terets of RRTP is correct.

v/,

(0)(6)

[©6) |col, UsaF, PhD(Med)
Commander, USAF Academy Prep School
HQ USAFA/PL
{b)B)

Off; [biB)
Mob
E-md

GO HUSKIES!!!

.- Or'b'6
From: b)e)

[mailto{©
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 2:00 PM

To: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA; [BT0) | Licol usar
USAFA USAFA/HCX =
Cc: [0)B) | Col USAF ATPC USAF ACAD PREP SC/SC/PL;

Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; 65-15 USAF USAF n'gap_hm_y_muu_cf
USAFA/DS; [57) 1Col USAE USAF ACADEMY Du/cv; [P Col

USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV; {PXO) |Maj USAF USAFA USAE ACADEMY

Col USAT USAFA USAFA/PL

1
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DU/CCA [BIE) |Maj usAF usaFa ysara/cca; fEBI0) | maj
USAF USAT ACADEMY DUZCCE: [P° Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ

USAFA/CCF; K28 IGS 1S 1ISAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM: (DXE) Col
USAF USAFA USAFA/HC; B Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA; i)
P LtCol USAF AMC 627 ABG/HC
Subject: RF: PARTIAL STATEMENT. $o Heip Me God
Importance: High

All...hold the phone. All staff at the Prep School ARF required to take

RRTP. Further, while C/Cs do not get the full RRTP like cadets do because of
the amount of time available, they DO receive a briefing on religious

respect during basic training. I'm not sure if this happened this year so

far (checking now) but | know we did last year and in previous
years, Further, our SPIRE program has as a key underpinning all of the
tenets of religious respect.

we'll get more specifics to you shortly on this.

v/r,

(b)(6)

[EXS) fcol, usat, PhD(Ved)
Commander, USAF Academy Prep School

HQ USAFA/PL
(b))

GO HUSKIES!!

- --Original Message

From: mmm USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailtof®))
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 1:52 Pm

To: [P®) LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/HCX

Ce: [OF) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/PL; [OI®) | cot USAF AFPC
USAF ACAD PREP SC/SC/PL, Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; [OE) |

BIE) ] GS-15 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS; [DX©) [Col USAF USAF
ACADEMY DU/CV: [BD) ] Col USAF USAF ACADFMY DU/CV; {510) =1
[Jaj USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CCA; ] Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/CCA,; 1b)E) Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE; [BIE) |

Maj USAF USATA USATAZHQ USAFA/CCE; [2X0) | GS 15 USAF USAFA
USAFA/CM/CM; [PXO) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/HC; [B10) |Col USAF
USAFA USAFA/IA; i-fb)@ | Lt Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HCX

Subject: RE: PARTIAL STATEMENT: So Help Me God

Thank you, Sir ... will update.

£0
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oIel Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

Jnited States Air Force Academy

{(b)6)
Phone. [(b)6 DSN: Eb)(ﬁk I
Fax

“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation.”

Original Message
From: E)I){SJ | LiCol USAF USAFA USAFA/HCX
[mailto: {b){0)
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 1.41 PM
To: [P)IO) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
G E Col USAF USAFA USAFA/PL; b)) CallISAF AFPC

(E)E)
USAF ACAD PREP SC/SC/PL;C|V USAF USAFA USAFA/DS:

S GS- 15 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS, [0 [CaTTSAF USAF

ACADEMY DU/CV; [BX0) ] Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV; [2E)

[E]Maj USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CCA;[BE)__________JMaj USAF USAFA
USAFA/CCA;[®X0) aj USAT USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE; [B)®)

Maj USAF U FA/CCE;|[2X0) |GS-15 U
USAFA/CM/CM; Col USAF USATA USATA/HC; ol USAF

USAFA USAFA/IA. [2O) | Lt Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HCX
Subject: RE: PARTIAL STATEMENT. So Help Me God
@3,
RG]
V/ir

Chaplain[p)E)

//signed//

Ch, Lt Col [XO) |
Cadet Wing Chaplain

USAFA Cadet Chaplain Corps




©IE)
OSNEIE ]
Commerci II(ET-W—.I
Email [P® l

Original Message----
From: [2X°) Ima, USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto [E0) |
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 1:10 PM
To:[B® STAGS-LSLISAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [>X0) lcol Usar
USAFA USAFA/JA; Col USAE USAEA USAFA/HC; [PX®) |
LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/HCX, [ Lt Col USAF USAF ACADLMY
OU/HCX
ce: [ ol USAF USATA USAFA/PL,; [PXO) Col USAF AFPC
USAF ACAD PREP SC/SC/PL;[P)X®) lISAF USAFA USAFA/DS, [BI0)
BXE) | GS 15 USAT USAT ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS; [2)X0) ICol USAF LISAF
Acaptmy ou/cy; [P Jcol usar usar acanemy pu/cy; [P
D Maj USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CCA; [X0) | Maj USAE USATA
usaea/cca; [P0 |maj usar usar ACADEMY Du/CCE; [P1°

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: RE: PARTIAL STATEMENT: So Help Me God

Good Afternoon Leaders,
Here is a draft statement -- pending your review/guidance/edits, will submit

to the front office for review and answer our quenes by providing it.
Thank you

v

0)o)
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0))

{b)(6)

Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

(b)(6)

—JOSN.[P0 |

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and

leaders for our Nation."

----- Original Message-----

From: [P)}©) [55-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:54 PM

To: [P/ Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA; [D)X0) |Col USAF UsAFA
USAFA/IA, Bruno, Robert Col USAF USAFA USAFA/HC; [P© |Ltcol

USAF USAFA USAFA/HCX; (b)(E)

Subject: PARTIAL STATEMENT: So Help Me God
{b)E)

Lt Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HCX

Here's a partial statement/start to the statement. You'll add religious

respect points.

{b}5)
coy®re Please ensure we are using the correct wording in describing
this.
and i talked with Mr [2X0) and he says he doesn'tinitiate any

conversations about religion but doesn't shy away from the conversation if

asked.



———————Pagmm———g

From: [B)E) [l

Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:08 AM

Ta: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: Mark A 11l Gen MIL USAF AF/CC Welsh; Rich Harding; Howard D Maj Gen MIL
USAF AF/HC Stendahl; Stephen P Lt Gen MIL USAF SAF/1G Mueller

Subject: So Help Me God

...seriously, Michelle???...and he feels absolutely NO worries or even the
slightest nuances of concern about making such heinous, astonishingly
bigoted statements of fundamentatist Christian supremacy and expectionalism
at USAFA so very publicly??...IF he truly does work at USAFA, and as we've
been saying for almost a decade, your USAFA "command climate" for
church-state separation is simply wretched!!!..‘W

From: {)0) (

Subject: So Help Me God

Date: November 6, 2013 11:32:45 PM MST

b)6
TD:(]H

(b))

Finally a leader at USAFA that really lets you know how all of us at
USAFA especially at USAFA Preparatory feel about you and your beliefs, can't
wait 'til you are escorted off campus and | am sure the majority of
staff/cadets (believers and nonbelievers) wish that could happen now. Stop
pushing your beliefs on us. God will always be a part of the US Military
even when you are gone to meet him face to face. You know you can do a lot
for the homeless veterans out here but you could care less about them but
when it comes to Christians you are willing to fight against us, well you
will never win and so you know the war has already been won. | am on staff
at USAFA and will talk about Jesus Christ my Lord and savior to everyone
that | work with. Do something productive with your life and Stop harassing
the fine people at USAFA. | really pray for your soul.



___—-W*____

USAFA FOIA
{b)(®)
From: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[C1®) S
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 12:34 PM
To: )6
Subject: RE: MRFF gverturns 29-year old religious violation at USAFA within a mere 68 minutes
Signed By: (b)) 1006883784

—

Thanks so much,[®X®) | truly do appreciate it!

Take care.

o) Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{){5)

Phone: [2)®) |
Fax: [

E-mail: [BF)
"The Air Force's Academy, producing heutenants for aur Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

From: [B)E) ]
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 11:15 AM

Ta; [PX6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: RE: MRFF overturns 29-year old religious viclation at USAFA within

a mereé 68 minutes

Thanks for pointing that out, it is an important distinction. I'li make the
change now and it should be up in a few minutes.

----- Original Message-----
From: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto:[>® |
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 1:10 PM

To[k)E)

Subject: RE: MRFF overturns 29-year old religious violation at USAFA within

a mere 68 minutes

Greetings (&) |,

Just saw your piece on the Honor Oath. | have one favor to ask -- could you
kindly change the working in your second-to-last paragraph to religious
respect vice religious tolerance? Qurs is a program about respect for all,
not tolerance. That would be much appreciated ... thanks again, and have a
great week!

Sincerely,
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(b)(6)

(b)E) Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{b}(6)

Phone: |2 |

Fax: [PX0) |

E-mail; |20 |

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

From: [(D)E) |
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 7:50 AM
To: [bX6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: MRFF overturns 29-year old religious violation at USAFA within
a mere 68 minutes

Also, can you send me a copy of the phote of the poster that was taken down,

with the pledge on it, that was provided to the Independent? (It wouldn't be
kosher for me to pull it straight from their site.}

(0)(6)

]

From: [ Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 9:37 AM

Subject: RE: MRFF overturns 29-year old religious violation at USAFA within
a mere 68 minutes

BY0) 1

More to foliow, don't have that answer yet [b)6) | You'll be the first to
know when | know.

Cheers.

:{b){S) | Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

(b)(6)

Phone{®)0) |

Fax; [b)E)

Email g ——— —————— — 1|

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

]
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----- Origina! Message-----

From:l{b){s) ]
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 7:35 AM
To: [P Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: MRFF overturns 2S-year old religious viclation at USAFA within
a mere 68 minutes

Great, thank you very much. |'m still a ittle unclear on question 3,
however -- are cadets allowed to omit "so help me God" when reciting the
oath if they choose to?

—————— Original Message----

From: [EEL——————JMa) USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto;[*1©) |
niTuesdav Qctober 22, 2013 6:33 PM

1o [2XO)

Subject; FW: MRFF overturns 28-year old religious violation at USAFA within

a mere 68 minutes

Greetings [P

Apologies for the delayed response, but | think | can address your three
guestions from the three separate e-maiis in one concise statement:

Despite the MRFF's headline, no decision has been made yet about the way
forward The Honor Review Committee did meet this morning and had an
in-depth discussion about the Honor Code Oath. They considered a range of
options and some of those options will be presented to Academy leaders and,
ultimately, the Academy Superintendent for a decision. We will let you know
what the way ahead is when the decision is made.

Your questions were:
1} Thanks. So | just want to be ¢lear -- despite the MRFF's headline
("overturns 29 year old religious violation"}, it sounds to me like no

decision has heen made yet. Correct?

2) Also, is the Honor Review Committee meeting now on it? Do you know when
they might reach a decision or make a recommendation on this?

3)Currently, does the Air Force Academy allow cadets to omit "so help me
God" if stating that runs counter to their beliefs, or if they choose not to
say it?

Thanks for the opportunity to lend our voice. Have a nice evening!
V/R
BB Ma), USAF

Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

0S0
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(b))

Phone: [ /)

Faxb)©
E-mail: [£)©) ]

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation.”

From: (©)©) |

Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 12:49 PM

To:Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: MRFF overturns 29-year old religious viclation at USAFA within
a mere 63 minutes

Currently, does the Air Force Academy allow cadets to omit "so help me God"
if stating that runs counter to their beliefs, or if they choose not to say
it?

————— Original Message-----

From: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto:[B)E) |
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 2:16 PM

SubjETT RE, WIRFF overturns 29-year old religious violation at USAFA within

a mere 68 minutes

Good Afternoon [(P)(©)

Apologies for not getting back to you sooner, but here is what we can offer:

We stand by the statement in Ms [B)5) ] blog, which says "We are assessing
the situation and have many mission elements, to include Prep School
leadership, the Honor Review Committee and other entities on base, working
to put together a way ahead that is respectful to all perspectives.”

To your questions, it is correct that Lt Gen Jehnson responded to the MRFF's
inquiry and the release is accurate in what she told the MRFF. We value an
inclusive environment that promotes dignity and respect for all. The Honor
Review Committee is in the process of evaluating the Oath to develop a way
ahead that is respectful to all perspectives. We will let you know what the
way ahead is once that determination is made,

Take care, |(D)(E)

Sincerely,

(b))

Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy




(b)(6)

Phone:l{b){S) |
Fax: [B)6) |
E-mail: [P0 |

"The Air Farce’s Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

————— Original Message-----

From: [P0

Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 7:56 AM

To:[P®_ ]Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: FW: MRFF overturns 29-year old religious violation at USAFA within
a mere 68 minutes

Hi [(b)(5)

| wanted to check on the claims made in this e-mail. Is it correct that Lt

Gen. Johnson responded to MRFF's inquiry Friday, and does this release
accurately reflect what she told MRFF? How is the Academy going to proceed
on this? Will the "so help me God" element of the honor oath be dropped?

Thank you,

(b)(6)

From: Military Religious Freedom Foundation
[mailto:mrff@militaryreligicusfreedom.ccsend .com] On Behalf Of Military
Religious Freedom Foundation

Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 7:12 PM

To:[B)E)

Subject: MRFF overturns 29-year old religious violation at USAFA within a
mere 68 minutes

<http://r20.rs6.net/on.jsp?ca=fc820b98-baBc-48d4-87¢1-237d47h340758a=1101766
3625318.d=11153738202558r=3Ro=http://ui.constantcontact.com/images/plx1.gif&c
=hf2a8890C-36f5-11e3-b95¢c-ddae5275b1a5&ch=c0aabff0-36f5-11e3-bala-ddae5275bla
5>
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<http.//r20.rs6.net/tn. sp?f-0014RNxal2vM8Jfx DRgTroozl32bsGIWm8BVbeUSBSISIrr
J8JQSc1uUfd6ymX1-952Qp;B5SelSx_ xUWxRIbprkseS1w7jzp15fuPFRP3I1PKY17LGq2GKxa2zyssM
qSynDB-rji-3aF6FRFVXq-1pSB3WIdxBMOQulkpjH7dhKTMIZKEITFLEG1EaHqSGpa1QQYMI&c=|
dYCcdkC78LHbDYK 9fNsiZ1BN3YY-kOnFFBfsLGkYYt-90G7FASog==&ch=2aBnFRTy LILQtArx1
EWKSISIYxwKwCm2GTXGECCME HLYDWyHMS-dA-~>

MilitaryReligiousFreedom org

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn jsp?f=0014RNxai2VM8&Iifx_DRgTnoozl32bsGIWmMBVHEUSBSSIre
18JQSc1UfdemXI-952QpjBSelSx_xUWxRFepFk6eS1wZjzp1SfuPFRP3I1PKYI7Lg2GKxa2zyssM
qSynDB rji aF6FRFVXG-tpSB3WIdxBMOuSkpH7dhKTMIZKESTILE9 1EaHqSGpalQQYmt9&e=l
dYCcdkC78LHbDYK 9INsIZIBN3YY-kInFFBfsLGkYY1 30GT7FASog==&ch=2aBnF8Ty1ILQtArx1
EWKsIS3YxwKwCm2 GTXGEcCMBJHLY DWyHMS-dA==>

Fighting for our servicemembers’ rights, sao they can fight for ours,

Please consider making a fully tax-deductible donation teday.
<http://www militaryreligiousfreedom.org/support-mrff/make a donation/>

MRFF FEATURED BY COLORADQO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT

AFA honor code: So hetp me God’

MRFF Founder and President contacts UJ.S. Air Force Academy, and in SIXTY
EIGHT MINUTES recetves personal response from Superintendent assuring
corrective action on TWENTY-NINE YEAR QLD religious violation at USAFA

Monday, October 21, 2013

Selected Articte Excerpts.

* Despite an Air Force investigation in years past and continuing
effarts to set up religious sensitivity traiming at the Air Force Academy,
it appears the officer school north of Colorado Springs continues to couch
its mission in terms of a divine being.
* One of those photos featured most of a poster of the academy's
famous honor code, with a second sentence we'd never seen before:

. "Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and live honorably so help
me God."

S0 we sent the photo to I{b){S) |the 1977 academy grad whao's
been fighting for religious neutrality in the military since 2004 through
his nonprofit, the Military Religious Freedom Foundation. The foundation got

5]
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its start with efforts aimed at the academy, where Ileges
fundamental Christianmty is given priority, based on cadets’ and staff's
complaints to him that those espousing such a belief system receive
favorable treatment,

After receiving the photo late Friday afternoon, {bXE)
immediately contacted the academy abgut it. fronically, he had met with
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson on Thursday morning and told her of
several instances in the last moenth or so that he says demonstrate a lack of
understanding about the separation of church and state.

First, he says, an academy grad and active-duty officer wrote on a
classroom board the "only formula needed to get through this course,” which
was "1 cross, plus 3 nads equals 4-given."

Second, a female master sergeant recently told seniors that when
they're commissioned as officers, they must end the cath with, "So heip me
God." m says d staff judge advocate advised the academy this was
wrong, and the message was revoked.

3 When |{b){6) contacted Johnson's vice superintendent on Friday
about the prep-school pester, he says, Johnson herself got back to him 68
minutes later. She wrote via e-mail-

Thanks for taking the time to talk with my Vice about this matter. This

Honor Dath is one of the new things since my graduation, evidently in about
1984. Col [ib)iE) |was able to bring together the Prep School and other

entities on base Lo put together a way ahead. We've already directed the

Honor Review Committee to fix this next week when they meet. The Prep School
poster has been taken down.

* We tried to find out more about what Johnson meant by "a way ahead,”
and by the word "fix,” but she wasn't availabie. However, the academy did
release this statement:

We are assessing the situation and have many mission elements, to include
Prep School leadership, the Honor Review Committee and other entities on
base, working to put together a way ahead that is respectful to all
perspectives.

Chck to read at CSindy

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014RNxal2VM8Jfx_ DRegTnooz|92bsGIWmEVheUSBSISIrr
J18JQSc1UfQeig5oxC7Brnl6RZ| 2gfQu-yKUcm6C10kxK719h0vsMazjeCXhhEr UE DIQ1AIABFOwy

K2UhcDrT3wcENGg2 7kvGvFnDSRIEGYYIUVOC1Kgwr3EFdohQgPyhzT-SE9Lw2eBmVI 1cXAShSpWD
DIRWIRFEMXaz1P2fXZ7k9Raz-pvZyAxbNIRWe-F7BWHboMci6b890i7d WBYThnvv23INohx4 =& c-I
dYCcdkC78LHEDYK SfNsiZ1BN3YY-kInFFBfsLGkYYt-90G7FASog-=Bch=ZaBnF8Ty1lILQtArx1
EWKSIS3YxwKwCm2ZOTXGHCCMEB|HLYDWYHMS -dA- =>

¥S0
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ATTENTION FEDERAL EMPLOYEES:

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn jsp?f=0014RNxal2 VME&Ifx_DRgTnoozI92bsGIWm8BVbeUSBSfSIrr
JBIQSC1UIRATX89PaAGH7EEX3BsNyI 1vDS2 UfbNAwueo9BHPleumpd3DYgEQtbwgCeDrUpmLmyiKy
HpFZDI3kaCn_xHYch9neuhRLAASF3Isde DGEIKEydARQYANTqy BTq(914qgowcSwhkprYiPDBAuAm
Mnzodnejr2g59CFv2kyY 7ySScI7ULIUTUUBKZK7 A-3VIHETg~ - & c-IdYCcdkC78LHbDYK _SfNs
IZ1BN3YY-k9nFFBIsLGkYYt-Q0G7FASog==&ch=ZaBnF8Ty 1ILOtArx1 EWKSIS3YxwKwCm2 GTXG6
cCMBjHLYDWyHMS-dA==>

THE CAMPAIGN HAS NOW BEGUN!

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED NOW FOR U5 TO CONTINUE QUR FIGHT TG PROTECT
THE CONSTITUTIONALLY-ASSURED

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn )sp?f=0014RNxal2VM8Ifx DRgTnoozl92bsGIWmEVbGUSBSISIer
JBIQSCIUFRATXBIPAAGHTEgX3BsNyS1vDS2UfbNAwueoIBHPleumpd3DYQEQtbwqCe DrUpmLmyvKL
HpFZDI3kaln xHYch9neuhRLAASF3IsdeDGEIKEYdARQYANTqyBTgQI14qowcOwkprYiPDBAuAm
Mnzodnejr2g59CFRv2kyY7ySSc)7ULLL TUUBKZKZA 3VIHETg--Rc-1dYCcdkC78LHbDyK_9fNs
iZ1BN3YY-kOnFFBfsLGkYYt-90G7FASog==Rch=ZaBnF8TylILQIArX IEWKSIS3YxwKwCm2GTXGH
CCMBjHLYDWYHMS-dA==>

Federal Employees can now contribute to the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation {(MRFF) through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC)!

CFC # 30187

<http://r20.rs6.0et/tn.jsp?f=0014RNxal2 VMBJfx_DRgTnoozl92bsGIWmBVboUSBSISIrr
JEIQScIUIRATXBOPAAGHT7EgX3BsNy91vDS2 UfhNdwueoSBHPleumpd3DYQEQtbwqCe DrUpmLmyvKU
HpFiZDI3kaCn_xHYch9neuhRLAASF3IsdeDGEIkEydARQYANTqyBTqQ914gowcSwkprYiPDB4uAm
Mnzodne|r2g59CFv2 kyY7ySScUI7ULIUTUUBKZK7A- 3VIHETE- - Bc=1dYCcdkC7BLHBDyK_9fNs
iZ1BM3YY-kGnFFBfsLGKYYt-S0G7FASog==8ch=ZaBnF8Ty L ILOtArx1EWKsIS3YxwKwlm2GTXG6
cCMEJHLYDWyHM5-dA- >

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE

AND WATCH A VIDEQO ON MRFF'S CAMPAIGN

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn jsp?f=0014RNxal2VMB8Ifx_DRgTno0:i92bsGIWmMEVhEUSBStSIre
1I8IQSc1UFRATX8IPAAGHTEgX3BsNy31vDS2UfbNAwueo9BHPleumpd3DYgEQthwqgCeDrupmimyvk U
HpFjZDI3kaln xHYch9neuhRLAASF3Isde DGE KEydARQYANTqyBTqQ914qowcSwkprYiPDBAuAm
Mnzodnejr2 g59CFy2 kyY7ySScUI7ULLL TUUBKZK7 A-3VIHETg==8c=IdYCcdkC78LHbDYK 9fNs
iZ1BN3YY-kOnFFBfsLGkYYt-SOG7FAScg==8ch-ZaBnF8TylILOtArk 1EWKSIS3Y xwkwlm2 GTXG6
cCM8JHLYDWyHMS-dA==>

CFC is the world's largest and most successful annual workplace charity
campaign, with almost 200 CFC campaigns throughout the country and overseas
raising millions of dollars each year!

Are you or a member of your family a federal employee?

S50
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MRFF is recognized as a charitable organization that is eligible to
participate in the CFC. Now federal employees can support MRFF by
designating their CFC denation for MRFF {CFCH# 30187)

Click here to view a video on

how your CFC contributions work
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014RNxal2VM8Jfx_ORgTnoozl92bsGIWm8YhoUSBSISIrr
J81Q5¢1Ufcd6Q3mH_NRfgNcll 7cvjimurDIwHN]oiboF-v9z8] uleysHT3bODxV-ANnmAI1EUIx
TkylYE ayvkrQlamTSVYBUhDWGI2yFNe2re6y095fus8a9aBItCsNTIOwWBlalmiUcUEQQDEA] 1y
elp pDU=&c=IdYCcdkC78LHDDYK _9fNsiZ1BN3YY-kSnFFBfsLGkYYt-80G7FASog= -&ch-ZaBnF
8Ty MLOtArx LEWKSIS3Y xwKwCm2GTXGECCMBHLYDWY HMS-dA==>

MRFF VOLUNTEER
JOB OPPORTUNITY
IMMEDIATE QPENING

VOLUNTEER JOB OFPORTUNITY

POSITION: Director of Volunteer & Internship Programs

Click here for more information
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014RNxal2VM8Jfx_DRgTnoczi92bsGIwm8VbeUSBSSirr
J81QScIUfYal7MepTtin-glyilABjmbrfaz zvx)vsxDVIMFhAIGKgGoG Zvib SfdiKbatwdeUDU 1r
6-1z0ikHspPk-TBCHZB5) 158hGTvFMZCwiOoelKESmMSht2CLI1sYCUQCIn3CB1YIrSX7gKBnppp
9FNAuISCI2SMFJEDSZcXQ7WBeDp&fbBotridGlo &c=1dYCedkC78LHbDYK 9fNsiZ1BN3YY-kOn
FFBfsLGkYYt-90G7FASog==8&ch=ZaBnF8TylLILAtArx1LEWKsIS3YxwKwlm2GTXGHcCMBHLY DW yH
M5-dA==>

Connect with MRFF:

®)e) Facebook Page
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014RNxal2¥M8&Ifx_DReTnooz|92hsGIWmEVhEUSBSISirr

JBIQASc LUfc47KW20L0I8ATVETnuppOLaruSSMd-uXsSsvpOjMImzsmyvSKLEUtgLr20A42Z3zg UrR
xOvXmNiuTGqlly7g3w_oEOPOxhfOPBIIEviwdQbFRhSYa01 OWOaoVINYSa_ ZnusvFMD49ymDzpK
vIcOBDEDod1gEb7)dTAtwxFiWel LRc=1dYCcdkC78LHBDYK _SfNsiZIBN3YY-kSnFFBfsLGkYYt-
BOG7FASOR==&ch=ZaBnF8Ty LILQtArx IEWKSIS3YxwKwm2GTXGecCMEHLYDWYHMS-dA-->
Mikey Weinstein Twitter
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f-0014RNxal2VM8Ifx_DRgTnoozI92bsGIWmEBYboUSBSSIrr
181QSc1UfSpChewjoad3G3IWNFUSYMjlivuVupga)s_7senDS0yxbMZmINSEQo-k2 Sp6BEECwWRwhH
ZUEDAIWAXDOhtxe0SLaSmjyjort DjG1f2Ns3VyzumwAal FWdm25XgBECRObgc-gtvoVv2XOP&«c |
dYCcdkC78LHbDYK SfNSIZIBN3YY k9nFFBfsLGkYYt-90G/7FASop==&ch=2aBnF8Ty1ILQtArx1
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EWKSIS3YxwKwCm2GTXGEcCMEHLYDWYHMS dA==> Mikey Weinstein Youtube Channel
<http://r20.rs6 net/tn jsp?f=0014RNxal2VM8)fx_DRgTnoo0zI92bsGIWmEVbeUSBS5Irr
J81QSc1 Ufca 7KW 20b0ISCrB8ded?|-psDKAABISWZSECQIsFFK 2051 2IVIC5cWTOrwgDexl3daWws
bTf-VelEr9pm752hOFIPeBSIY_Sxglxl-m-Bet3HyL6pXNITmiWQ2gaj15z1-aDLngVvd 1K& c=I
dYCcdkC78LHBDYK 9fNSIZ1BN3YY-kInFFBfsLGKYYt-SQG7FASog——&ch=ZaBnF8TylILOtArx1
EWKsIS3YxwKwCm2GTXGHcCMEJHLYDWyHMS-dA-—>

SUPPORT MRFF!

Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue
our Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn jsp7f=0014RNxal2vM8Jfx_DRgTnoozI92bsGIWmEVbEUSBSISIrT
JBIGSc1UFYABPngGdYW)dHOwe4vPfiPQe) ObtY)9wOHZUGLF1NNrOTxxDS5S4aBvcabhlpGjZ33U]
alWLSUphIKY Jk7Q QuRproXmreel3H wOynlCp7nyHx4GBdo4ANYxUYaTQ1kRITIBe9XzdmsgBXc
FhjdlwsGkbwEu2xCdjzojht QgmaguX)lol6fqi=&c=1d¥CcdkC78LHbDyK 9fNsSiZ1BN3YY k8n
FFBISLGkYY1-90GT7FASOR==&ch=ZaBnFaTy 1ILQArX 1 EWKSIS3YxwKwCm2GTXGECCMEBHLY DWyH
M5-dA-->

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn jsp?f=0014RNxal2vMBIfx_DRgTnoozl92bsGIWmMBVhEUSBSfSIrr
18JQA5c1UFYABPngGd YW avVBDOIfaxEBVMhSyIOLCqkMCYIXDsEkknG3zJURKBAKN76ca7BSr L7
OYmVgVDEBIPGAxT|KeKSRBKW37dT _hreCh3hSUCAQDAZF1IKpHXWCSroeDgnqunyKrPGnvGwegy!Bi
fpklAkudblhy)YCBO1NMahQglQTkUv3Vy5trGBLSapMkO3yCDA==Bic=ldYCcdkC78LHBDyK 9fNs
iZ1BN3YY k9nFFBfsLGkYYt 90G7FASOg--&ch-ZaBnF8TyLILQtAN 1EWKSIS3 YxwKwCm2GTXG6
cCMBJHLYDWyHMS-dA. . >

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick”

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn jspf=0014RNxat2VMBifx_DRgTn00zI92bsGIWmMBVDHOUSBSSIrr
18JQSc1UfbDifdrXXtao-8YQ3WYEd2TvHNnoPa aV2 WMxbwmBKjxbYCPaRv7Vr3lo3muRn1FrmYMGa
-L3WHwYw2xXFhRKXSMGxShSyHkWNabSOs37ILCIPMI4ZytpR_ccultzg793vWPZKO7NK6gookKR?
9GLDWcaYwh3ELSING!GejcYBoYkh& ¢ IdYCcdkC78LHBDYK _SfNSIZ1IBN3YY-kInFFBfsLGkYYt-
90G7FASOg—-&ch-ZaBnFETyILOQArX LEWKSIS3YxwKwCm2GTXGECCMEJHLYDWyYHMS-dA==> |
<http://r20.rs6 net/tn jsp?f-0014RNxal2ZVM8Ifx DRgTnoozI82bsGIWmBVEEUSBSISIrr
J83QScLUfbDtfdrXX1ao-8YQ3WYE6d2TvHnoPa aV2Z WMxhwmBKjxbYCPaRv7Yr3lo3muRn1EmYMGa
A1 3WHwYw 2xXFhRKXIMGxShSyHkW NabSOs37ILCIPMIAZytpR cculUtzg793vWPZKO7NKGgookKR7
9GLDWcaYwh3ELSINGIGejcYBoYkh&e=1dYCedkC78LHLDYK _9fNsiZ1BN3YY-kSnFFBfsLGKYYt-
90GT7FASog—~Ech-ZaBnF8Ty1ILOArx LEWKSIS3YxwKwCm2GTXGEcCMEBJHLY DWYHMS dA==>

<http://r20.rs6 net/tn.jsp?f=0014RNxal2vMBIfx_DRgTnoozI92bsGIWmBVLEUSBSESIrr
18IGSc1UfeDQINRjig7egdEfvewgPqCCkdieT sDoEu99hrTI9KQRXHS38TWr707tLFNA4DBup-VT
fOUEsFXO5AuacMaVvgKX3uVPIYH2wsOZphOjRPOOLDIa05 pzYbppljP6I3g 20 d1 7K Ak -iw8 8-
d¥YCcdkC78LHbDYK_9fNSiZ1IBN3YY-kSnFIBfsLGKkYYt 90G7HASOg==8&ch=2aBnF8Ty1iLOtArx1
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EWKsIS3YxwKwim2GTXG6CCMEHLYDWyHMS-dA- —>

The media outlet referenced in the link above has no affiliation with the
Military Religious Freedom Foundation, nor has expressed endorsement
thereof.

While we make every effort to ensure that news articles pertaining to our
Foundation remain available for you to access,

we are unable to guarantee that the tink above will remain online and
unchanged indefinitely.

forward email
<http://ui.constantcontact com/sa/fwif jsp?lir=dnbjgdcab&m=11017663625318ea=
info%40haleyassoc. com&a=1115373820255>

<http://visitor constantcontact.com/do?p-un&m=0019¢%ic13vf6rm0305rdj48Q%30%3
D&ch=cOaabff0-36f5-11e3-ba3a-dd4ae5275b1aS5&ca=fc820b98-ba8c-48d4-87¢1-237d47b
34079

<http://www .constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=customQl>

This email was sent to slosey@airforcetimes.com by
info@militaryreligiousfreedom.org |

Update Profile/Email Address
<http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=00&m=0019¢9ic 13vform0305rdj48Q%30%3
D&ch=c0aabff0-36f5-11e3-bala-ddae5275blaS&ca=fc820b98-bagc-48d4-87¢1-237d47b
34079> | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe
<http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=0019c9ic13vferm0305rdj48Q2%309%3
D& ch=cOaabff0-36f5-11e3-ba3a-ddae5275b1a5&ca=fc820b98-ba8c-48d4-87¢1-237d47b
34079> T | Privacy Policy

<http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp> .

Military Religious Freedom Foundation | 13170-8 Central Avenue, 5E | Suite
255 | Albuquergque | NM | 87123
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(D)(E) -
From: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[b)b) 3
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 2:32 PM
To:
Subject: RE: MRFF bil board
Signed By: [E® ]D.1006883784
Good Afternoon S

| just read your post on this issue and | have a couple of points, First,
is our info going to make it in for context?

Second, your article states:

: 3 _ ; ; .
"After MRFF President (o) in October objected to the inclusion

of the phrase "so help me God" in the academy's honor aath, the academy
decided to make reciting that part optional. But said that by not
completely excising the clause, the oath still violates the Constitution's
guarantee that no ane shall be subjected to a religious test to hold a

public office. "It was pretty obvious the Air Force Academy was going to
continue in its noxiously unconstitutional way of including 'so help me

God," (IR} said. "It's something that is completely illegal and

unlawful. It marginalizes, it dehumanizes, it offends and it tramples on the
essence of the Constitution." [BXE)___]had harsh words for Academy
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson's decision not to completely remove
the ciause. "She is the fourth superintendent we've met with [since MRFF
was founded in 2004), and she seems to be the worst of all" in terms of her
willingness to engage MRFF on their concerns, [P0 ]said. [P1©)
said he would not object to cadets choasing on their own to add "so help me
God" to the honor oath. But making it optional is not good enough, he said,
because airmen who chose not to say it would feel pressure to do so."

Did you ask him why he is flip-flopping on the issue, per chance? Just over
a week ago, he told Ebj:? at the Colo Springs Gazette that he would
settle, though, for "so help me God" to became optional (link below w/out
quote, quote was in printed version}. Why the flip-flop?

http://gazette.com/foundation-protesting -so- help-me-god-in-air-force-academy
-pledge/article/1508149

Thanks in advance for including our information for balance and context and
I’ll be curious to know what the answer is if you ask this question. Take

care,

Sincerely,

{b)(6)

Maj, USAF




T ———

Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
[0

Phone[o10) |
Fax: {®)XS)
E-mail: [b)®) |

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

From: [(0)E)
Sent; Wednesday, November 06, 2013 1:23 PM
To: [(016) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: MRFF billboard

Thank you for this, . Does the academy have any comment on the billboard
specifically?

{b)®)

From: aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [maiito]P)10)
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 3:20 PM

o em—
Subject: RE: MRFF billboard

Greetings

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this and, quite frankly, correct
the record on scme issues.

First, the Cadet Honor Oath remains unchanged. However, in the spirit
enabling all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy made the
final clause optional - cadets can choose to say that final clause or not.

Second, it seems the MRFF is confusing the facts and also does not
understand the difference between 1) the commissioning Oath of Office, 2)
the Cadet Honor Code, and 3) the Cadet Honor Qath, which remains unchanged.

Finally, and most importantly, | refer you to the MRFF's mission statement
and the apparent disagreement of its fundamentals with the final clause in
the Cadet Honor Oath as optional, thereby allowing all tc be true to their
beliefs, whatever those beliefs are

To help define the differences in the Cadet Honor Code and Cadet Honor Qath,
t refer you to our story about the Cadet Honor Code and Honor Cath - you
might want to pass it along to them since they seem to be unclear on the

facts and, specifically, that the Cadet Honor Oath was not changed -- we
simply made the final clause optional, which is directly in line with the

MRFF's mission statement to ensure "that all members of the United States

2
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Armed Forces fully receive the Constitutional guarantees of religious
freedom."

Here is the link and the story:
http://www usafa af mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388
Final clause in cadet Honor Qath made optional

by May. Brus E. Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.S AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- After reviewing the Cadet
Honor Oath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
final clause optional,

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not,” said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D Johnson, Academy Superintendent. “So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not chaose to finish the Honor Qath with 'So help
me God "

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air force and
ieaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character," Johnson said. "This all begins by living honorably
The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental value "

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy's
first graduating class of 1959. It is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath,” for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets {freshmen} when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the oath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolutian for

cadets to live hanorably and reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermare, | resolve to do my duty and
to live hanorably, so help me God."

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic Director,
Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant colenel assigned to the Academy's Chemistry
Department.

“In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating,” he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous violations

of their personal honor.
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"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code.”

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, so the

committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line "and furthermore, 1 resolve to do my
duty and live honorably. "Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning oath and add the words, 'so help me,
God,"" he said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude -- in order to be a cadet in good standing," said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution.”

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets’ development as military
professionats. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which

4
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will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,
both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them.

Sincerely,

{b)(6)

2 IMaj, usar
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{b)(6)

E-mail.[00) o [P0 |
"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

From:|{b){6)
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 11:20 AM
To b)) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: MRFF biliboard

We are probably going to post a story soon, but will add your comment as
soon as it arrives. Thanks,

(0)(6)

----- Original Message----—-

From{®)6) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto:brus.vidal@us af. mil]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 1:15 PM

To|{bJ{6J |

Subject: RE: MRFF billboard

Hello[®)®)

I'm about to leave for a meeting, would it be acceptable to get back w/you
in a couple hours? Thanks.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

(b)(6) Maj, USAF

Director, Public Affairs
{b)(6)
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Fax [0

£-mail{}6) bor[2)0) |

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

~--Qriginal Message-----
Fromtl{b){S)
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 11.06 AM

To:[RNE) 3] USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: MRFF billboard

Hif)e)

[0)6) just called me about the billboard they put up near the
academy an the oath thing. Does the academy have any comment on this?

(0)(6)

90
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From: me Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[P)E)
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 4:21 PM
To: {D)(6)
Subject: RE: Honor Qath
Signed By: [E)6) | 1006883784
E)E)

Greetings Ms.

We just saw a teaser that says the MRFF leader will be on The Kelly File

w/|)0) tonight. I'm sure you've already done so to help w/her prep,
but if not feel free to share this information with her. Have a great
evening!

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{b)E)

Phone: [P |
Fax; [2X©) |
E-mail; |{b){6)

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

————— Original Message-----
From: [2X6) |]

Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 1:43 PM
To; [PX6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: Honor Qath

Thanks so much, Maj. [EXE)]
Will Lt. Gen Johnson be available 1o speak on camera when the time comes?
{b)

From: [BI0) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto:[PX®) |
Sent; Wednesday, October 23, 2013 3:3C PM

To:l{b){S)
Subject: Honor Oath

Good Afternoon Ms.[2X®)

Per our discussion, here is the Colo Springs Independent blog about the

1
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Honor Oath and referencing the MRFF.

http://www.csindy.com/IndyBlog/archives/2013/10/21/afa-honor-code-so-help-me
-god

|{b){6) twitter post is here:

https://twitter.comBo) ]

His Facebook post here;
https://www facebook.com/MikeyMRFF
And his post on the MRFF website here:

http://www . militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-reteases/2013/CSIndy_10-21-13.
htm!

As | said, | don't know why the reporter, [P , went to the MRFF vice
the Air Force's Academy to ask questions about this, but if you would like
to chat w/her she can be reached at I{b){G)

And, here is the statement | provided to the AF Times:

Despite the MRFF's headline, no decision has been made yet about the way
forward. The Honor Review Committee did meet this morning and had an
in-depth discussion about the Honor Code Oath. They considered a range of
options and some of those options will be presented to Academy leaders and,
ultimately, the Academy Superintendent for a decision. We will let you know
what the way ahead is when the decision is made.

L))

Attribution for this info is coming from “an academy official" if you'd be
so kind. You can attribute the statement to me.

As promised, V'l keep you updated on the progress of when the meeting is
happening, what the decision is when it's made and the subsequent supporting
piece on the history of the Honor Oath.

Please let me know if you need anything else ... have a great day!

Sincerely,

(b))

Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
[£)E) |




age o7 o

{b)(6)

E-mail:[D)E) for[2)0) |
"The Air Force's Academy, praducing lieutenants for gur Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

9
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{b)i6) .
From: Mar USAF USAFA USAFA/PA 1{0}{61
Sent: Morcay. Cctober 21. 2013 1.52 PM
To:
Subject: RE Honor oath?
Signed By: |bXE) |1006883784

Good Afterncon “Ijg

Here is a statement for your blog ... thanks for allowing us the opportunity
to speak to this in your piece. You can attribute it tc me. Have a nice
afternoon.

"We are assessing the situation and have many mission elements, to include
Prep School leadership, the Honor Review Committee and other entities on
base, working to put together a way ahead that is respectful to all
perspectives.”

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Maj, USAF

Oirector, Pubiic Affairs
United States Air Force Academy
{b}i6)

Phone: |(b1{6) |
Fax: B0 ]

£ mail. [0X0) |
"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and our
nation.”

From: I{bJ{SJ

Sent- Monday, October 21, 2013 12:44 PM
To: [Efie)—=="JMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Re: Honor oath?

Ma|.[B)E) ] We appreciate your continued cogperation with our requests.
Would the academy like to provide us with a comment on the discovery of the
"sg help me God" poster? We are writing a blog about it. Qur question s

this: Given the ongoing issues related to religion at the academy, how could

this poster have been allowed to hang there since 19847 The superintendent
tells [(0X6) khe has directed that the prep school and others put
together a "way ahead. ' She also says she s directed the Honor Review
Committee to "fix this next week when they meet." And of course, she said

the poster has been removed. Can you illuminate what she meant by way ahead

1
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and fixing this?

(b}(6) senior reporter

The Independent
(b)(6)

office: [P0 J
celt; DX

|{b){6) |

On Oct 21, 2013, at 12:30 pw, [21© Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA wrote:

> [2E]

>

> First off, apologies for the tardy response ... just came out of a

meeting.

by

> As i said in my note, I'm trying to deal with you in a professional

manner,

> hence the note on professional courtesy. Believe we could and would get
you

> the answers or address concerns regarding the Honor Qath here orin
whatever

> the subject matter might be vice you going to an outside entity that most
> likely cannot answer the question/situaticn with context and accuracy.

ey

> Official action was taken here, true, but it would have been taken if the

> concern came from you, as well,

>

> By the way, this is not a threat as you note below, nor is it official

> Academy policy. I'm simply reminding you a relationship is a twe way
street

> and was asking for your apinion on why it is in our interest to continue

> working with you ... which you really didn't answer but that's OK.

>

> We are still on for you interview w/the Director of Admissions and we will
> continue to work with you, However, professional courtesy is a two way
> street and it seems we are extending you that courtesy, but you do not
care

> to reciprocate w/the same level of respect and professignalism. If that

is

> your continued preference, that is your choice to make -- you've been in
the

> business for three decades and I'm sure know better than i the importance
of

> relationships in helping to get the best information with the goal of

> balanced, accurate reporting.

=

> Have a nice day, |
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>

> Sincerely,

]

i G

]

> Maj, USAF

> Director, Public Affairs

> United States Air Force Academy
>[b)E)

>

> Phone:[0)6) [oSN]O® ]
> Fax i)

>E-mail:[BE) |

> "The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and our
> nation.”

>

-

> -----Original Message--—---

> From: [(b)©) |

> Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 11:37 AM

> To: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

> Subject: Re: Honor oath?

>

> Maj. Is this the official position of the academy -- 1o cut off

> reporters or threaten to cut off reporters who share public information
with

> "outsiders," in this case a person who has been engaged in monitoring the
> religious atmosphere at the USAFA for nearly 10 years, keeping in mind
that

?b)?Sf)ﬁcial action was taken immediately to remove the sign after Mr.

> engaged with the superintendent's staff an this matter?

D)6
B8 senior reporter

The Independent
{b)E)

vV vV vV

]
> Officqd )
> Cell: ]
> |{b){6)
>

>

-

>

>0n Oct 18, 2013, at 6:24 PM,
>

55 [0)E)

>>

>> | just received word that you forwarded an honor cath poster photo from
> the prep school walls to an external entity .. What gives?

>>

>> If you have questions/concerns, | would expect the professional courtesy

(0)(6)

3

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA wrote:
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> to address w/me so we can get you answers and address any concerns {as |
and

> my staff have been going out of our way to do so w/your various

> queries/questions since I've been here and have been trying to work w/you
> and meet your needs.

=P

>> Quite honestly, this is a big step backward in our professional

> relationship and I'm thinking the time and effort my staff and | have

> dedicated to responding to you will be greatly curtailed going forward if

> this is the baseline you wish to establish.

>

»> Pending your explanation we may or may not continue to support your

> continuing gueries about the prep school, the DOD IG report, and any other
> topic you wish to address, Please tell me why we should continue to work
> with you?

>

>
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From: [P col usar usaFa usafA/CY [EE) >

Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 1:39 PM

To: B)E) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Cc: [ |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [PF) Maj USAF
USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE;[P)0) [USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY
DU/CVE; [BX)_____]C'v USAF USAFA USAFA/DS

Subject; RE: Honor oath ?

Signed By: [P® 1177613548

®IO | would just add a little to clarify (see red text) ...

"We are assessing the situation and have many mission elements, to include

Prep School leadership, the Honor Review Committee and other entities on

hase, working to put together a way ahead that is respectful to all perspectives.”

Let me know if you have any concerns with that approach. Thanks

————— Original Message

From: [P0 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto]”") )

Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 1:08 PM

To: 4Y_|{b){6)

Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY

b)(6)

e
(b)(6)

lJGS-ls USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [2)O) |Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE;

apt USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CVE; |{b){6) |cw IUSAF USAFA USAFA/DS

Subject; FW: Honor oath?

Good Afterncon Sir,

{b){6} is filing a blog about the Honor Qath situation and Lt Gen

Jobnson's note to the MRFf. She extended us the opportunity to issue a

1
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statement in the next 30 mins or 50 -- here is a draft.

"We are assessing the situation and have many mission elements, to include
Prep School leadership, the Honor Review Committee and other entities on

base, working to put together a way ahead.”

She will more than likely attribute the statement to me. Pending your
review/edits, we'll get the statement to her. Thank you, Sir ... have a

great afternoon!

R[]

e Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy

(b)(6)

E-mail: [{b)6) | or)E)

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and our

nation.”

From:{(®)6)

£0



Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 12:44 PM
To:[P)®) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject; Re: Honor oath?

Maj. We appreciate your continued cooperation with our requests.
Would the academy like to provide us with a comment on the discovery of the
"s0 help me God" poster? We are writing a blog about it, Cur question is

this: Given the ongoing issues related to religion at the academy, how could

this poster have been aliowed to hang there since 19847 The superintendent
tells Mikey Weinstein she has directed that the prep schooi and others put
together a "way ahead." She also says she's directed the Honor Review
Committee to "fix this next week when they meet." And of course, she said

the poster has been removed. Can you illuminate what she meant by way ahead

and fixing this?

{b}(6) serior reporter

The Independent

{b)(6)

Office:[P)®)
Cell: [{)E)

[FE)

W‘D
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From: Johnson, Michel e D .t Gen USAF USATA USAFA/CC <m'chellejohnson@usafa.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, Octooer 22, 2013 2:39 PM
To: [e)5) [Col USA* USA-A USAFAZIA
Cce @G JCol USA- USAFA USAFA/CWY,
BE) Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS;
b)E) Ma; USAF USATA USAFA JA/HQ
USAFA/IA. [XO) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA: [BIO) |cs 15 Usar
USAFA USAFA/CM/CM
Subject: Re' Honor Code Pledge

Thanks very much, [fxEjand All. Glad to awart the thorough staffing.

BTW, | had the chance to talk with MajGen Lepper in the hallway We discussed alignment and timing of this matter, as
well as our "holiday message.”

mdj

————— Original Message -----

From: [B)) | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA [mailto: pepr———<———4

Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 03:34 PM

To: Jahnsen, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: LENGYEL, GREGORY ) Brig Gen USAF USAFA COMMANDANT/CADETS UT/CW <gregory lengyel@us af mil>; [

Ber | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CWV,[B)E) | Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV 1{b){6) _|
Ky USAF USAFA USAFA/DS,[BID) F Maj USAF USAT ACADEMY DU/CCL qmim) I
()e) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA JA/HQ USAFA/IA,[ETE) E Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA]DH®
OXO)__]GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Subject: Honor Code Pledge

Gen Johnson,

(D)%)

The HRC minutes wiil be staffed through the CW to you for your approval.

Very respectfully,

F L

(0)(6)

Colonel, USAF

Staff Judge Advocate
USAF Academy
Comm: [&)6)
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(b))
From: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[(b)5) o
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 1:52 PM
To: E)E) '
Subject: . ath?
Signed By: [E)E) |1006883784

Good Afterncon|®)

Here is a statement for your blog ... thanks for allowing us the opportunity
to speak to this in your piece. You can attribute it to me. Have a nice
afternoon.

"We are assessing the situation and have many mission elements, to include
Prep School leadership, the Honor Review Committee and other entities on
base, working to put together a way ahead that is respectful to all
perspectives.”

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{b)E)

Phone:[BX®) ]

Fax: [iby5

E-mail; [b)6) |

“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and our
nation.”

————— Original Messape-——
From: [©)©)
Sent: Monday, Oclober 1, ZOI3 TZ4APM

To: [b)6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Re: Honor path?

Maj. We appreciate your continued cooperation with our requests.
Would the academy like to provide us with a comment on the discovery of the
"s0 help me God" poster? We are writing a blog about it. Our question is

this: Given the ongoing issues related to religion at the academy, how could

this poster have been allowed to hang there since 19847 The superintendent
tells [(2)X6) |she has directed that the prep school and others put
together a "way ahead." She also says she's directed the Honor Review
Committee to "fix this next week when they meet." And of course, she said

the poster has been removed. Can you illuminate what she meant by way ahead

1
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and fixing this?

[F®

, senior reporter

The Independent
{b)6)

Office: [(0)5) |
Cell{£)X0) |

(D)(E)

On Oct 21, 2013, at 12:30 Pm, (V) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA wrote:

»[0)(E)

>

> First off, apologies for the tardy response ... just came out of a

meeting.

>

> As 1 said in my note, I'm trying to deal with you in a professional

manner,

> hence the note on professional courtesy. Believe we could and would get
you

> the answers or address concerns regarding the Honor Qath here or in
whatever

> the subject matter might be vice you going to an outside entity that most
> likely cannot answer the question/situation with context and accuracy.

>

> Official action was taken here, true, but it would have been taken if the
> concern came from you, as well.

>

> By the way, this is not a threat as you note below, nor is it official

> Academy policy. I'm simply reminding you a relationship is a two way
street

> and was asking for your opinion on why it is in our interest to continue

> working with you ... which you really didn't answer but that's OK,

>

> We are still on for you interview w/the Director of Admissions and we will
> continue to work with you. However, professional courtesy is a two way
> street and it seems we are extending you that courtesy, but you do not
care

> to reciprocate w/the same level of respect and professionalism. If that

is

> your continued preference, that is your choice to make - you've been in
the

> business for three decades and I'm sure know better than | the importance
of

> relationships in beiping to get the best information with the goal of

> balanced, accurate reporting.

>

> Have a nice day,



W
>
> Sincerely,
>
(b)®)
p-]
(b)6) Maj, USAF

> Director, Public Affairs

> United States Air Force Academy
f(b)iB)
>
> Phone:|L)0) | DSN JEXE) |

> Fax: |{b){6) ]

> E-mail: [(DX6) Jorf)0) |

> "The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and our
> nation.”

> -----Original Message-----
> From:;[P)0) |

> Sent; Monday, October 21, 2013 11:37 AM
> To:Ma | USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
> Subject: Re: Honor oath?
>
> Maj [EXE)_]Is this the official position of the academy -- to cut off
> reporters or threaten to cut off reporiers who share public information
with
> "putsiders,” in this case a person who has been engaged in monitoring the
> religious atmosphere at the USAFA for nearly 10 years, keeping in mind
that
> official action was taken immediately to remove the sign after Mr,
(0}{5)
> engaged with the superintendent’s staff on this matter?
=

{b){E) , seniar reporter
> The Independent
»[0)E)
=
> Office: [0 |
> Cell; [2)E) |
> [)E) |
>

>
>
»

> On Oct 18, 2013, at 6:24 PM [D)E) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA wrote:

>

>

2

>> | just received word that you forwarded an honaor oath poster photo from
> the prep school walls to an external entity ... What gives?

>

>> If you have questions/concerns, | would expect the professional courtesy

3
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> to address w/me 50 we can get you answerss and address any concerns {as |
and

> my staff have been going out of our way to do so w/your various

> queries/questions since I've been here and have been trying to work w/you
> and meet your needs.

>>

>> Quite honestly, this is a big step backward in our professional

> relationship and I'm thinking the time and effort my staff and | have

> dedicated to responding to you will be greatly curtailed going forward if

> this is the baseline you wish to establish.

A

>>Pending your explanation we may or may not cantinue to support your

> continuing queries about the prep school, the DOD IG report, and any other
> topic you wish to address. Please tell me why we should continue to work
> with you?

-

>

640
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From: | [ |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Sent: Wednesday, Novemnber 13, 2013 6:27 PM
To: (0)(E)
Cc: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: RE: FW: RFI - CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Oath/Contra'ls
Signed By: (G |

Sir, once again my sincerest apologies. | let you down.

VR,

{b)6) Maj, USAF

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

United States Air Force Academy
(b)(E)

Ph

Cel

Email:l{b){S)

Fram: |{b){6) |

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 5:54 PM

To: [RiE) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

Cc laj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: Re: FW: RFI - CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Qath/Contrails

Appreciate yguefallow-up,[P]_| but am disappointed in the original inaccurate answer. Have some damage control to

b)E
attendto... |
- ) - i -
On Nov 13, 2013 11:39 AM, | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA" < wrote:
Gen Gould,

Sir, lincorrectly answered your question last week about the Oath of Office in Contrails. | was at home and relayed the
question back to the office and they checked on the Honor Qath (vice Oath of Office). Below is a summary of SHMG not

1
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being in the Officer or Enlisted Oaths. The words were accidentally omitted in 2006, and that error was carried forward
until now. Next year's version wili be updated to reflect the Oaths as they are written. This was not a policy decision
and it actually predates your tenure. We just missed it in the editing process.

Sorry for the bad info.

VR,

|25 | Maj, USAF

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

United States Air Force Academy

Ph:[OIE)

Cell:[P)X®)

Email:[0E) |

From;[©)X®) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:28 AM

To:|LXo) IMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX;[P)XO) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

ccf®® |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCXTEI0) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: FW: RFI - CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Qath/Cantrails

FYI --- Cantrails information. Can use this to answer the question from the AQG.

Vr,

(b)) | Major, USAF

Cirector, Commanders Action Group

USAFA/CWDX

|{b){6)

180
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(b)(6)

DSN: [P0

Commercial: [P©)

From: [2X®) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 2:36 PM

To: USAFA/CCEA (Taskers)

Cc: USAFA/CW {Taskers)

Subject: RFI - CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Qath/Contrails

CW Input to CM Forbes Question #2 — Regarding Contrails

1. Contrails is published annually by the Commandant of Cadets, Directorate of Training Support, Training Division.
Contrails Staff consists of an Officer in Charge, a Second-Class Cadet in Charge, and a variable number of Cadet editors
from the second, third, and fourth classes.

2. A review of Contrails content since 2006 shows that the Cadet Oath was included but not the Officer and Enlisted
Caths. For the 2011-2012 version, the Cadet, Officer, and Enlisted caths were included to show the similarities and
relationships between all three oaths, In the 2011-2012 version the words “...s0 help me God” were NOT included at
the end of all three Qaths, The Officer in Charge of Contrails that year (since retired) reports that there was not an
intentional decision to drop these words; they likely were removed in the editing/page formatting process, and this
omission was not caught in the final review.

3. Subsequent versions of Contrails also do not include the words ”...s0 help me God”. This was likely the result of
carrying over previous content and was not discovered in content reviews.

4.  Editorial decision for the 2013-2014 edition removed the Cadet Oath as it is essentially the same as the officer
oath with the exception of the rank.

5. Contrails 2014-2015 edition will 1AW Pubiic Law, DoD, AF, and USAFA Instructions

Breakout of Contrails content regarding the presence of “so help me God” in the Qaths of Office and the Honor Qath:

Contraiis £dition
Honor Qath
Cadet Qath

Officer Oath

280
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Enlisted Qath
2013-2014
“...50 help me God”

Qath not included®

2012-2013

“...s0 help me God"

2011-2012

"...50 help me God”

2010-2011

“...50 help me God"
“_.s0 help me God”
Oath not included**
Oath not included**
2009-2010

“...50 help me God”
“...s0 heip me God”
Oath not included™**

Qath not included**

£80
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2008-2009

“...50 help me God”
“...50 help me God”
Oath not included**
Oath not included**
2007-2008

“...s0 help me God”
“...s0 help me God”
Oath not included**
Oath not included**
2006-2007

”...50 help me God”
“...50 help me God”
Oath not included**
Oath not included**
*Since the Cadet oath is essentially the same as the officer oath with the exception of the rank, it was omitted.

**Contrails content changes annually, Editorial decision was to include Cadet Oath bit not Officer/Enlisted oaths.

80
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{b)iB)
From:
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 554 PM
To: DIE aj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Ce: o) Id:} USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: Re: FW: RFl - CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Qath/Contrails

Appreciate your follow-up, but am disappointed in the original inaccurate answer. Have some damage control to
attend to... [P0

On Nov 13, 2013 11:39 AM, [570) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA" <[*1 > wrote:

Gen Gould,

Sir, tincorrectly answered your question |ast week about the Oath of Office in Contrails. | was at home and
relayed the question back to the office and they checked on the Honor Qath (vice Qath of Office). Below is a summary
of SHMG not being in the Officer or Enlisted Oaths. The words were accidentally omitted in 2006, and that error was
carried forward until now. Next year’s version will be updated to reflect the Oaths as they are written. This was not a
policy decision and it actually predates your tenure. We just missed it in the editing process.

Sorry for the bad info,

VR,

) Maj, USAF

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

United States Air Force Academy

Ph: [E)E) DSN; [BX6)
Cell
Email: |{b){6)

From: [P)©) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:28 AM
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To: (0)(6)

Cc:

[0}

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX;

(b)(6)

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCH

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: FW: RFI - CM Forhes Questions Regarding the Honor Oath/Contrails

FY| --- Contrails information. Can use this to answer the question from the ADG.

v,

()(6)

Major, USAF

Director, Commanders Action Group

USAFA/CWDX

(b)(6)

Commercial:

{b)(6)

From:[®X®) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 2:36 PM
To: USAFA/CCEA (Taskers)

Cc: USAFA/CW (Taskers)

Subject: RFI - CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Oath/Contraiis

CW Input to CM Forbes Question #2 — Regarding Contrails

1.  Contrails is published annually by the Commandant of Cadets, Directorate of Training Support, Training

Division. Contrails Staff consists of an Officer in Charge, a Second-Class Cadet in Charge, and a variahle number of Cadet

editors from the second, third, and fourth classes.

2. A review of Contrails content since 2006 shows that the Cadet Qath was included but not the Officer and
Endisted Qaths. For the 2011-2012 version, the Cadet, Officer, and Enlisted oaths were included to show the similarities
and relationships between all three oaths. In the 2011-2012 version the words “...50 help me God” were NOT included

at the end of all three Oaths. The Officer in Charge of Contrails that year (since retired) reports that there was not an
intentional decision to drop these words; they likely were removed in the editing/page formatting process, and this
omission was not caught in the final review.

980
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3. Subsequent versions of Contrails aiso do not include the words “...so help me God”. This was likely the
result of carrying over previous content and was not discovered in content reviews,

4. Editorial decision for the 2013-2014 edition removed the Cadet Oath as it is essentially the same as the
officer oath with the exception of the rank.

5. Contrails 2014-2015 edition will IAW Public Law, DoD, AF, and USAFA Instructions

Breakout of Contrails content regarding the presence of “so help me God” in the Oaths of Office and the Honor
Oath;

Contrails Edition
Honor Oath

Cadet Oath

Officer Oath
Enlisted Qath
2013-2014

“...s0 help me God”

QOath not included*

20122013

”...50 help me God”

2011-2012

“ .50 help me God"

480



2010-2011

“...s0 help me God"
“...s0 help me God”
Oath not included**
Oath not included**
2008-2010

“,..s0 help me God"
¥...s0 help me God”
Qath not included**
Qath not included**
2008-2009

“ .50 help me God”
*...s0 help me God"
Oath not included™*
Oath not included**
2007-2008

“..s0 help me God"
“ ..50 help me God"
QOath not included™**
Qath not included™*
2006-2007

“...s0 help me Goad"
“ .50 help me God”
Qath not included**

Qath not included**

Page 88 o1 200
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*Since the Cadet oath is essentially the same as the officer oath with the exception of the rank, it was omitted.

**¥Contrails content changes annually. Editorial decision was to include Cadet Oath bit not Officer/Enlisted
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USAFA FOIA
== -=..
From: [DXO)  |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA B10)
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 11:54 AM
To: |)6) |
Cc: USAFA/PAM (Media)
Subject: RE: FOX NEWS CHANNEL INQUIRY
Attachments: 146 Final clause of Cadet Honor Oath made optional pdf
Signed By: )6 | 1006883784
Good Afternoon Mr.

It seems there may be some confusion with those members of Congress. Bottom

line; the oath remains unchanged,

You might want to ask them about it after you read the below story that
details the history of the Cadet Honor Code, the Cadet Honor Oath and the
Academy's decision to leave the final clause in the Cadet Honor Oath but
make it optional. If I'm one of 4,000 cadets who take the oath, it is my
choice to say “so help me God" or not!

Hopefully this story clears the confusion up ... the first three paragraphs
are the statement we released when the decision was made (release also
attached). You can attribute this info to me. Please let me know if you
need anything else, and have a great day!

Sincerely,

{b)(6)

Maj, USAF

Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy
{b)(6)

one: b)o) - [b)6)

Fax:|{bl{51 |
E—mail:{'bJ{sl et ] by =
“The AirForce s Academy, ﬁ'roa_ucmgmmmll ] Air Force and

leaders for our Nation."

http://www.usafa.af. mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388
Final clause in cadet Honor Oath made optional

by Maj. Brus E, Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- After reviewing the Cadet

1
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Honor Qath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided toc make the
final clause opticnal.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and cwilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God."

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character," Johnson said. "This all begins by living honorably.
The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental value."

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We wili not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy'’s
first graduating class of 1959, It is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath,” for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets {freshmen) when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the oath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for
cadets to live honorably and reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and
to live honorably, so help me God."

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic
Director, Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's
Chemistry Department.

"in 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating," he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous violations

of their personal honor.

"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code."

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, so the

committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line "and furthermore, ! resolve to do my

2
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duty and live honorably. "Then, to add more sengusness to the gath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning oath and add the words, 'so help me,
God,"™ he said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet’s individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere 1o the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce,

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude -- in order to be a cadet in good standing,” said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution."

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets' development as military
professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,
both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them,

----- Original Message-----

From: USAFA/PAM (Media)

Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 11:43 AM
To: [P0 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: FW: FOX NEWS CHANNEL INQUIRY

260
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From: Starnes, Todd [mailto:Todd Starnes@FOXNEWS .COM]

Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 11:08 AM

To: USAFA/PAM (Media)

Subject: FOX NEWS CHANNEL INQUIRY

Nearly two dozen members of Congress have expressed concern that the phrase

"so help me god" was removed from the Cadet's Oath of Allegiance, the Oath
of Office for Officers and the Oath of Enlistment,

Can the Academy confirm or deny that allegation?

If the phrase was removed, could you expiain why it was removed and when?

Thanks,

Todd Starnes

Fox News

212.301.5837
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\ / . News Release
N7 United States Air Force

I‘I S www . usalaafmil_(719) 333-7731

News Release # 146
Qct. 25, 2013

FINAL CLAUSE OF CADET HONOR OATH MADE OPTIONAL

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet Honor Qath. and in the spint of
determining a way ahead that enables all to be true to ther beliefs. the Air Force's Academy has
decided to make the final clause optional.

"Here at the Academy. we work to build a culture of dignity and respect. and that respect includes the
ability of our cadets. Airmen and cwilian Airmen fo freely practice and exercise thewr religious
preference — or not.” said Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "Sc. in the spint of
respect. cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Gath w:th 'So help me God.

"At the Air Force Academy. we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for cur Nation, so
our focus here continues to be on developing leaders of character” General Johnson said. “This all
begins by living honorably  The Honor Code and Honor Oath reinforce this fundamental value *

-30-

NOTE: Attached is a history of the Cadet Honor Code and Honor Oath.

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and Leaders for our
nation. "
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From: |2XE) |Co USAF USAFA USATA/JA {P)O) 5

Sent: Monday, October 28 2013 10:58 AM

To: ghnson_Michelle D Lt Gen USA® USATA U

Cc: (0)X0) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV. I‘b"é’ | Maj usas usara
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE: [0X5) [Ma) USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA.
[Jma usar Usara usaFa/PA

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Signed By: @6

Yes, ma'am-{PI®)

{b)(5)
with us, I'll let you know. V/r, |{b) I

If they share a draft

Qriginal Message
From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
{mailto:michelle johnson@usafa. edu)
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 10:24 AM
To: [0X60) Jcol USAF USAFA USAFA/;A _
Co [PB____ Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV, f_b)‘ﬁ) Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE, [BIF) |maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA;
Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Thanks, |[®) | Copy all. Seems the standing of cur Honor Oath is different
in that it does entail a change in military status like commissioning, s
that how you see it? mdj

- -Original Message -- -

From: [bi6) 1 Col USAF USAFA USAFA/ A
[maiito {)®)
Sent: Monday, October 8, 2013 8:25 AM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Co B JCol USAF USAFA USAFA/CV; [£XE) Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;|®)XE) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA,; [B)E)

[ mMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: eXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Gen Johnson,

(D))




R e _W
BE |
|{b){5l IMore to follow, but it will take some time

to fully coord with other services and DOD. Appreciate any other feedback
you may get from TJAG or CSAF this week.

Very respectfully,
(b))

Onginal Message-----
From: [©)©) |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 8:18 PM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Cc.[B)E] ]
[0 [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Re: EXTE RNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Thank you, Gen Johnson. | wish JAA had put their "telephone” opinion in

writing as | re _Then CSAF would have something in band wi
clarity ©)°)

[e® Jr
talk to them agamn on Monday.

V/r

-—--- Original Message -----

From: Jjohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
[mailto-michelle johnson@usaia edul

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 07:33 PM

To:[Be) M Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA

Cc: Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY <4b)B)

bNe) USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCH
Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Fw: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

FYSA

————— Original Message -----

from: Welsh, Mark A 11 Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

[mailto:mark welsh@pentagon.af. mil]

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 01:47 PM

To: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA; STENDAHL, HOWAKD O Ma) Gen
USAF AL/HC

Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF
AF/cY, [P®__ Jcol USAT HQ USAT AF/CC; Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen

USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

Rich --[B)E)
—
|{b){5)

968
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(D)%)

-----Original Message----

®XS) "but I should probably know better than to think! r/mark

From: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 12:27 PM
To: Welsh, Mark Al Gen MIL USAF AF/CC; STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF

AF/HC

Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF

AF/Cy: [0XE) Col USAF HQ USAF AF/CC

Subject; Re: EXTERNAL:
Chief,

WILCO.

Change in the AFA QOath

(D)%)

Both CNN and NBC are reporting that USAFA leadership has decided to make the
honor code oath's phrase, "so help me Gad,"” optional.

VR, Rich

----- Original Message --

From: Welsh, Mark A 1l Gen MIL USAF AF/CC
Sen\: Friday, October 25, 2013 11:46 PM Eastern Standard Time
To: STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC; HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ

USAT AF/IA
Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L L

AF/Cy; [PIC)

t Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF
Col USAF HQ USAF AF/CC

Subject; FW: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

b))

6
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b))

o)5) [ Thanks! r/mark

—— track pls. Thanks! r/mark

From: [b)(6) ]
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 5:17 PM

To: Welsh, Mark A 1l Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

Cc: MGen John Miller

Subject: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

To: General Mark Welsh

Chief of Staff, USAF

Subject: USAF Academy Oath
Oct 25, 2013

Sir:

As a retired Air Force Officer and former Wing Commander, I'm writing to you
to express my deep distress at the recent decision by the Academy
Superintendent to allow the reference "so help me God." to be optional when
taking an oath.

I've never been a religious fanatic and at times had to council those under
me about an individual's freedom of choice and application of religion as
they apply to officer conduct. However, my faith in God, wither he be
Lutheran {my choice by birth}, Catholic (my wife's practice), or Jewish (!
was exposed to a good bit of Jewish life and culture while growing up. That
was an intentional choice of my father who helped liberate the Nazi death
Camps), has been affirmed in combat and is unshakable.

To delete reference to God when taking an oath negates the validity and
purpose of intent in taking an oath in the first place, which is why those
words were added to the Honor Qath. This is certainly what our Founding
Fathers intended as stated by General George Washington:

"The Hand of providence has been so conspicuous in all this, that he must be
worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked, that has not
gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations.” - George Washington (1778)

Over the past few years | have observed a wave of Political Correctness
which has simply gotten out of hand. | even noted yesterday that those
testifying before Congress were no longer including "so help me God." in
their oaths. I'm sure the Superintendent’s change was made with all good

4
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intention, however that doesn't make it right.

From former Heritage president Ed Feulner: "[T]he Founders' attitude toward
religion is widely misunderstood. A major source of confusion is the phrase
'separation of church and state,' used by President Thomas Jefferson in an
1802 letter to the Danbury Baptist Association of Connecticut. Many have
interpreted this phrase to mean that religion should be entirely personal,
kept out of schools and other public institutions. However, as Heritage
scholar jennifer Marshall has argued, this interpretation is incorrect:
'Jefferson wanted to protect states' freedom of religion from federal
government control and religious groups’ freedom to tend to their internal
matters of faith and practice without government interference generally.’
America's Founding Fathers did not want the government to impose a
government-sponsored church on all Americans. Neither did they seek to
confine religion to a separate, private sphere of life. On the contrary,

they believed that religion had a vital and enduring role to play in the
pubiic affairs of the new American Repubiic."

To change the culture and heritage of our Air Force by allowing reference to
God when giving an oath to be a matter of individuat preference is folly and
demeans us all. | strongly urge you sir, to reverse this decision and stand

up for what is right though perhaps not politically correct.

| apologize for writing to you directly but | was unable to find an address

for anyone in the leadership at the Academy. Apparently we don't post
e-mail addresses for public access anymore.

Very Respectfully,

{b)(6)

Col. USAF Retired

(b)E)
‘-'0 . U F RE }

(b))
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Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 5:12 PM
To: ©e) '
Cc:
Subject: RE Disgracetul - - Yes, it certainly Is!
Signed By: |{b){6) 1006883784

Good Evening Uncle

Actually, | am honored to be the individual quoted as the spokesperson {we really have only one spokesperson, and her
name is Lt Gen Michelle D. Johnson). It's an incredible honor to be serving in my capacity as Director of Pubiic Affairs for
the Air Force's Academy. It's an even greater honor to serve under Lt Gen Johnson and work for the myriad of leaders
and professionals who make up the senior leadership here.

Here at the Air Force's Academy, ours is a culture of dignity and respect our leadership is working to put together a way
ahead that is respectful to all perspectives. | would also highiight our chapel staff, which is the most diverse in the
military, and the fact that we take religicus respect incredibly seripusly. Cadets, and Airmen and civilian Airmen, are free
to exercise whatever religious preference they choose -- or not, if that is their preference.

It's really not my place to speak about much of the remaining content, but thank you for your concerns and I can
personally assure you our leadership, and our Superintendent, are being very deliberate about this decision and are
taking it incredibly seriously.

Many of the media headlines lead w/Academy might drop "So Help Me God." So, Lastly, I'll highlight my statement,
which says: "Despite the MRFF's headline, n¢ decision has been made yet about the way forward. The Honor Review
Committee did meet this morning and had an in-depth discussion about the Honor Code Qath. They considered a range
of options and some of those options will be presented to Academy leaders and, ultimately, the Academy
Superintendent for a decision. We will let you know what the way ahead is when the decision is made.” You can see
that it leads with "Despite the MRFF's headline, no decision has been made yet about the way forward "

Thanks for you note and concern and as "just the PR guy' | compietely endorse whatever decision comes down from Lt
Gen Johnson.

Have a wonderfui evening, Uncle
Love, |b)E)

(0}{5) Maj, USAF

Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{b}{6)

Phone: (L))

F.‘:l:n(:‘ﬂ5

E-rail: [P
"The Air Force s Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for our Nation.”

1
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From:[{b)iE) |
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 10:55 AM

To:[010) |
cc|O®

(b)(6)

Subject: Re: Disgraceful -- Yes, it certainly is!

Yes, [P)®) is my nephew ... and your cousin ... ;}

Regarding the article that you just sent (quoted below), | can only
imagine that [1EJis not thrilled with having to be the spokesperson in
this regrettable matter.

To be sure, the atheist's campaign to remove God from every sector of
public life is, indeed, disgraceful, disgusting, and an absurd extreme of
childish intolerance.

On the other hand, | can concede that those who choose to dishelieve in
God and to disavow Him certainly should have the right to proclaim their
choice ... (and thereby choose their ultimate destiny).

Perhaps the more significant question, though, is this: On what basis
can anyone who chooses to disavow faith in God be trusted?

Also, one must wonder: Why should anyone be given an all expenses paid
free-ride for a four-year college education at a U.S, military academy if
they disavow belief in our nation’s official motto: "In God we trust.” ?

Perhaps the honor code could offer two alternate endings:
(A} "... s0 help me God." .......... OR
(B) "... you'll just have to take my word for this pledge
because | do not believe in God and | hereby declare that
I am totally self-sufficient and | do not need any help from God."

There is an ultimate price to be paid for the choices that we make.

- Mark 16:16
- Matthew 10:32-33

What goes around, comes around.

> Is this [E1F Jyour nephew?
> Not anything towards him. I realize the guy in the
> article is just the PR guy and not the decision maker.
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> http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2013/10/23/air-force-academy-may-drop-god-from-oath/?intcmp=latestnews
>

> Two: Do you suppose they'll try to take this out of history

> as well? And please feel free to pass this poem {which all

> cadets {at least in my time) had to learn} to everyone you want.

> It pretty much sums up the spirit of many of those lucky enough to fly.

>

> http://www.skygod.com/quotes/highfiight htmil
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-
From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC <michelle johnson@usafa.edu>
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 3:31 PM
To: {b)(®) USAF USAFA USAFA/JA

Ce: [2© |c'v USAF usAFA
USAFA/DS[BRE____ |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA JA/HQ USAFA/IA
16 |

Subject; e Commissioning Oath & "so he'p me God"

bl

Copy Al, |5

Do you have a sense of how other Service Academies have handled this? Same?

Re Honor Oath: there are probably more than one viable COAs. As weekend emails cited, we would do well to be
measured and mindful of other points of view.

BTW, | recall Col Von Wald at the now defunct 1SAF...

Thanks!

mdj

————— Original Message -----

From: [2X6) | Cot USAE USAFA USAFA/IA mailto[PXO) i
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 05:18 PM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

ce: [P Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV 42O |GsS-13 USAF A1m
USAF ACADEMY DU/AL {OiF) Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS, [2X®) | maj
USAF USAFA USAFA JA/HQ USAFAJIA; 216 [Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE <|{b1{61 |>

Subject: Commissioning Qath & "so help me God"
Gen Johnson,

Mr Conrad Von Wald, SES Director of Administrative Law, HQ AF/JAA, and Mr |{b){6) |'|ust called to give me their
legal review of the inclusion of "so help me God" in the commissioning oath. [P)©) |

0)5)

I asked for a written opinion but, unfortunately, JAA does not plan to provide one. You, however, may request a written
opinion from Lt Gen Harding (3-star to 3-star).

Finally, we also discussed the Honor Code oath/pledge and ©)°)

e | 'm meeting with the Honor Review Committee tomorrow morning and will recommend we
(B

€01



Very respectfully,

|{b){6] |Colonel, USAF
Staff Judge Advocate

USAF Academy

Commif)®) |

9

e

l
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i
From: Johnsan, Miche.'e D _t Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC <m chele johrson@usafa.edu>
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 3:31 °M
Tol {b){S) Llj{rt;ﬁé_) FIET ol N ol R R T il W il WP -1
Ce: Cv USA® USAZA
b)(6
USAFA/DS: |{ 1% Ma, USAF USAFA USAFA JA/HQ USAFASJA
|{b){6) [
Subject: Re: Comm ssioning Qath & ' so help me God'
)
Copy Al L]

Do you have a sense of how ather Service Academies have handled this? Same?

Re Honor Oath: there are probably more than one viable COAs. As weekend emails cited, we would do well to be
measured and mindful of other points of view.

BTW, I recall Col von Wald at the now defunct 15AF.

Thanks!

madj

————— Original Message -----

From: [P Col USAF USAEA USAFA/IA [mailtofEXD) )
Sent: Manday, October 21, 2013 05:18 PM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Co. B ]Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/ {PXO) [GS-13 USAF Al M
USAF ACADEMY DU/A1 [ET0) — | Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; [7©) 3
USAF USAFA USAFA 1A/HQ USAFA/IA; |{b){6) |Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE 1{b){6)

Subject: Commissioning Qath & "so help me God”

Gen Johnsaon,

Mr Conrad Von Wald, SES Qirector of Administrative Law, HQ AF/JAA, and Mr J0)E) just called to give me their
legal review of the inclusion of "so help me God" in the commissioning oath. [b)id) |
(b}(5)

| asked for a written opinion bhut, unfortunately, JAA does not plan to provide one. You, however, may reguest a written
opinion from Lt Gen Harding {3 -star o 3 star).

. DI
Finally, we also discussed the Honor Code oath/pledge and 01!

Ji)i5) |I'm meeting with the Honor Review Committee tomorrow morning and will recommend we
{b)i5)

SOl
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Very respectfully,
{b)(6)

[0 |colonel, USAF
Staff Judge Advocate
USAF Academy
Comm{)©) |
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From: (b)) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[BI®] }
Sent: Wednesday November 06, 2013 1:20 PM
To: ©))
Subject; Ri: Comment?
Signed By: (b}(6) |]OU6883784
Greetings ©)e)

Thank you for the opportumty to comment on this and, quite frankly, correct
the recard on some jssues,

First, the Cadet Honor Qath remains unchanged. However, in the spirit
enabling all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy made the
final clause optional - cadets can chaose to say that final clause or not.

Second, it seems the MRFF is confusing the facts and also does not
understand the difference between 1) the commissioning Qath of Qffice, 2)
the Cadet Honor Code, and 3] the Cadet Hangr Oath, which remains unchanged.

Finally, and most importantly, | refer you to the MRFF's mission statement
and the apparent disagreement of its fundamentals with the final clause in
the Cadet Honar Oath as optional, thereby allowing all to be true to their
beliefs, whatever those beliefs are.

To help define the differences in the Cadet Honer Code and Cadet Hanor Qath,
| refer you to our story about the Cadet Honor Code and Honor Oath - you
might want ta pass it aleng ta them since they seem to be unclear on the

facts and, specifically, that the Cadet Honor Oath was not changed  we
simply made the final clause optional, which is directly in line with the

MRFF's mission statement to ensure "that all members of the United States
Armed Forces fully recewve the Constitutional guarantees of religious
freedom.”

Here is the link and the stary:
http://www usafa af.mil/news/story asp?id=123368388
Final clause in cadet Honor Qath made optional

by Maj. Brus £. Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 LS. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.  After reviewing the Cadet
Honor Qath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Farce s Academy has decided tc make the
final clause optional.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and

]
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that respect includes the ability of cur cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference - or not,' said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Gath with 'So help
me God ™

" At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for cur Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character,” Johnson said. 'This all begins by lwving hionorably.
The Honor Code and Honer Oath reinforce this fundamental value.”

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy's
first graduating class of 1959, it is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets,

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an ' Honor Oath," for all cadets 1o take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training,
Cadets retake the path at the beginning of every school year. The cath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for

cadets to live honorably and reads: "We will not fie, steal or cheat, nor

tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and
to live honorably, so help me God "

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic Director,
Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant colonel assigned 1o the Academy's Chemistry
Department.

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating,” he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a shert period of time to allow all cadets to report previous viglations

of their persenal honor.

"I'his was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. lim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code "

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the commiittee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, so the

committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line "and furthermore, | resolve to do my
duty and live honorably. "Then, to add more senousness to the cath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning cath and add the words, 'so help me,
God."" he said.

801
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The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet’s individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet iearns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities,

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce.

“Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude -- in order to be a cadet in good standing,"” said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution,”

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets’ development as military
professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,

hoth as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps huild a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigarous demands placed upon them,

Stncerely,

(b)(6)

Ma), USAF

Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

(D))

Phone [P)5) |

Fax: [0)6) |

E mail [P)°)

“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
ieaders for our Nation.”

60T



From:|(2)®) |
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 9:35 AM
To:[B®)____ |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Re: Comment?

{b}(6) senior reporter

The Independent
{b)E)

Office [D)E) ]
Cell|{b){6) |

|{b){6) |

On Nov 6, 2013, at 9:21 AM,[PX6)  JMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA wrote:
> Good Morning [0

>
> | received no attachment ... thanks.
>

SO0 Maj, USAF

> Director, Public Affairs

> United States Air Force Academy

o [GHGH

-]

> Phone: !{b){G) |

> Fax: ()6

>Email:[D6_____ ]'The Air

> Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders
> for our Nation."

> aeee- Original Message-----

> From: |()©)
> Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 3:19 AM

>To[BX_|Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

> Subject: Comment?

>

>|®)6) | This billboard is at Nevada and Garden of the Gods. Any comment?
>

p-2
-2
>
> senior reporter

> The Independent



>
>

>
>

VooV v

{b)(6)

> Office JE)©)
T)E)

> Cell;

G
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From: aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <D0
Sent: ursday, November 07, 2013 2:44 PM

To: BXE)

Subject: RE {°10) |emai| tol{b)@

Signed By: (ko 1006883784

bl

Good Afternoon|f

Per our telecon, the below statement should answer your guestions ... take
care [b) |.

"Regarding the e-mail sent by Mr, [©)5) ko the MRFF, we can
confirm that Mr, is a trainer at the Air Force Academy
Preparatory School, and yes, he did send an e-mail to the MRFF in his
personal capacity and not as a representative of the Air Force's Academy or
the Prep School.

Supporting the right of free exercise of religion refates directly to the

Air Force core values and the ability to maintain an effective team. Air
Force Academy Leaders at all levels must balance constitutional protections
for an individual's free exercise of religion or other personal beliefs and

the constitutional prohibition against governmental establishment of
religion.

All Academy Airmen, especially commanders, supervisors and those who are in
daily contact with cadets or cadet candidates, must ensure that in

exercising their right of religious free expression, they do not degrade

morale, gaod order, and discipline or degrade the trust and confidence that
the public bas in the United States Air Force and the Air Force's Academy.

The Air Force's Academy remains committed to protecting individuals' right
to practice any religion they choose, or no religion, provided their

practices do not violate policy or law, or impede mission accomplishment,
military readiness, unit cohesion, standards or discipline.

It's also important to point out that USAFA has a robust, structured
Religious Respect Tratning Program that helps cadets, cadet candidates,
faculty and staff understand how the First Amendment applies to them at
USAFA with an expectation that all are educated on religious respect and, in
turn, are practitioners of respect.”

(o)) Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

()(6)

Phone: [P0) [osn:E0___]
Fax: [P0 |

aa
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"The AITFOTCE s ACademy, producing lleutenants for our Air Force and

leaders for our Nation.”

-----Original Message-----

Fn:)rn:i‘-b‘(Gj |
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 2:41 PM
To:[0)o) laj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: [0)E) |email to[®)X®) |
{b)iB)
[©)E) |of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation told me today
that he received the following email from[P)®) | head athletic

trainer at the Air Force Academy Prep School,

Can you confirm thatsent this email to[2)0) P

Do you believe that the statement in this email, "l am on staff at USAFA and
will talk about Jesus Christ my Lord and savior to everyone that | work
with," complies with or violates Air Force Instruction 1-1, section 2.11,
which states in part, "For example, {leaders at all levels) must avoid the
actual or apparent use of their position to promaote their personal religious
beliefs to their subordinates or to extend preferential treatment for any
religion"?

I'd also like to speak witf@ if you can arrange it. | have sent him
emails at the return address on the email sent to

{b)B)
nd to his USAFA address.

Thanks.

L))

cid:image001.jpg @01CDBSDE.DEE34820
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Description: Description;
C\Users\ObjectiveSubject\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary internet
Files\Content. Word\signature-96.jpg

On any given day, more than haif the world's population sees news from AP,

(0)(6)

From: [(b}6)
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 2:18 PM

Subject: So Help Me Gad

From: "[(©)©) | o b

Subject. So Help Me God

Date: November 6, 2013 11:32:45 PM MST

148



To: <info@militaryreligiousfreedom org>

Mikey

Finally a leader at USAFA that really lets you know how all of us at USAFA
especially at USAFA Preparatory feel about you and your beliefs, can't wait
‘til you are escorted off campus and | am sure the majority of staff/cadets
(believers and nonbelievers) wish that could happen now. Stop pushing your
beliefs on us. God will always be a part of the US Military even when you
are gone to meet him face to face. You know you can do a lot for the
homeless veterans out here but you could care less about them but when it
comes to Christians you are willing to fight against us, well you will never
win and so you know the war has already been won. | am on staff at USAFA
and will talk about Jesus Christ my Lord and savior to everyone that | work
with. Do something productive with your life and Stop harassing the fine
people at USAFA. | really pray for your soul.

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of
the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error, and that any review, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify The Associated
Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 and delete this email.
Thank you.

[IP_US_DISC)

msk dcec60cbd2c3a6438f0cfa67d9a49338

—W
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From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 5:58 PM

To: {b)i6) G5-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Cc: 55-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [D)B) Maj USAF
USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; {P/® | Maj USAF USAFA USAF
ACADEMY DU/CCA [i{b){S)

Subject: RE: Academy Ath'etic Trainer Vows to Proselytize on Campus.

Signed By: michelle johnson@us.af.mi

Great idea(s). I'm in,

Thank you!

mdj

""" Oriens

From: GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM [maiito:david.cannon.8@us.af. mil)

Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 7:46 AM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: {)O) | GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Subject: RE; Academy Athletic Trainer Yows to Proselytize on Campus.

General Johnson,
Thanks ma'am.
Would you like to start at the senior staff meeting?

| also recommend that you discuss this topic in your smaller meetings around the Academy; ie, AOCs, coaches, etc. so all
understand what they can and cannot do. We can work with CAG, JA and HC to get the right talking points.

Another recommendation | have {and you are doing this with your dinners) is to expand the meetings with different
groups of people. SECDEF meets once a month over lunch with different groups of NCOs. You may want to do the same
here. | know it adds more to your schedule but as you recall from your SAF/PA days, the most trusted source for news
and information is face to face communication with leadership.

vr,
(D)6
------ Original Message----

From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC [mailto;michelle.johnson@usafa.edu]
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 6:48 AM

To: (B0 |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [B78) | Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV;
B)B) | GS-15 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS; [E)E) | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA[BIE) | Col
USAF USAFA USAFA/HC; [B1E) | LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/HCX; [©XO) |Col USAF AFPC USAF
ACAD PREP SC/SC/PL

Cc: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA; [EX0) | C GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM;[DE ]
[PX8 ) GS-11 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM; [B)E) J55-13 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CMA

Subject: Re: Academy Athletic Trainer Vows to Proselytize on Campus.

1
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(b)i6)

Thanks very much for the update, especiaily citing the Academy Reg prohibiting proselytizing,

This is helpful data for me.

i'd like to talk with our leadership team ta see how they think we're doing on understanding and enforcement.
md]

————— Original Message -----

From: [B1® |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM [mailto:[BIE) |
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 06:37 AM

g |06 GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC,
O [CoTUSAFUSAF ACADEMY DU/CV {BD) 1. [B® GS-15 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ
USAFA/DS [BXE) — |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA; [XO) [Col USAF USAFA
USAFA/HC; [BXE) JLtCal USAF USAFA USAFA/HCX; [PXO) | Col USAF AFPC USAF ACAD PREP
SC/SC/PL JDIE)
ce [P® [Mia] USAT USAFA USAFA/PA; [BE) 1GS-12 USAF USAFA Usara/ea/pamP® ]
O] [6S-11 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM; [P©) S-13 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CMA
X0)

Subject: RE: Academy Athletic Trainer Vows to Proselytize on Campus.
General,
After I sent this, | found the AP story -- less toxic and more straightforward:

http://gazette.com/advocate af academy-staffer-broke religion-rules/article/feed/60313

Advocate: AF Academy staffer broke religion rules

Updated: November 7, 2013 at 801 pm « Published: November 7, 2013 » -0

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. [AP] — A religious-freedom advocate and the Air Force Academy differed Thursday over
whether an academy employee vipolated regulations on proselytlizing by saying in an email that he would talk with ¢o-
workers about his religion,

The academy confirmed that the email was written by Allen Willoughby, an athletic trainer at the academy's preparatory
school. It was sent to activist Mikey Weinstein, president of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation two weeks after
the academy announced it would make the words ' so help me God" optional in an oath that cadets take every year,

The change came after Weinstein complained o academy officials that the phrase violates the censtitutional separation
of church and state.

Maj. Brus Vidal, an academy spokesman, said Willoughby's email was personal and that he was not acting as a
representative of the academy or the prep school. Commanders do not plan to take any action against Willoughby, Vidat
said.

Willoughby didn't immediately respond to a phone message or emails.
His email stated, "l am on staff at USAFA and will talk about Jesus Christ my Lord and savior to everyone that | work

with." There was no indication (n the email or in a written response from the academy whether Wiilloughby actually has
had such conversations.

FAN!
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Willoughby's email accused Weinstein of harassing academy staffers and oppaosing Christians.

Waeinstein said the emasl violates an Air Force regulation that says ieaders may not use their position to promote their
personal religious beliefs to subordinates.

The Academy Preparatory School where Willoughby works trains potential cadets who are not immediately accepted by
the academy.

The academy estabiished a training program for cadets and staff on religious freedom after criticism that some who
were not evangelical Christians felt ostracized.

- ---Original Message-----

From:[EX®) |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 6:28 AM

To: Jobnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC; [P)O) [Col USAF USAF ACADEMY Du/cv;m
5-15 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS; [B)5) ] Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA, [BYE) | Col USAF
USAFA USAFA/HC; TOIE) | LtCot USAF USAFA USAFA/HCX', [0)E) |Col USAF AFPC USAF ACAD
PREP SC/SC/PL

Co: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA; [D)O) | GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM;
b)X6) GS-11 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM[BIE)____ ]GS-13 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CMA

Subject: Academy Athletic Trainer Vows to Proselytize on Campus.

http://www.csindy.com/indyBlog/archives/2013/11/07/academy-athletic-trainer-vows-to-proselytize-on-campus

General Johnson, Ladies and Gents,

Here's the blog past that Pam Zubeck did yesterday. Also posted below. Vr, [PX0)

Academy athletic trainer vows to proselytize on campus

Fosted by Pam Zubeck <http//www.csindy com/coloradosprings/ArticleArchives?author=1433753> on Thu, Nov 7,
2013 at 3:02 PM

Love him or hate him, Mikey Weinstein has a point. For nearly a2 decade, he's been ranting about the pervasive
fundamental Christian atmosphere at the Air Force Academy. He's pointed out many such instances, and now here's
further proof.

81T
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After Weinstein went ballistic over the academy posting the honor gath at the Preparatory School, which concludes w th
“so help me God," he's gotten a lot of hate mail.

10 counter, the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, which he founded, posted a billboard
<http://www.csindy.com/IndyBlog/archives/2013/11/06/george washington didnt-say-it> on Morth Mevada Avenue
asking why the academy feels compelted to make "so help me God” optional for cadets when President George
Washington's oath of office didn't contain it?

That triggered this piece of hate mail from Allen Willoughby, head athletic trainer and assistant athletic director at the
academy's prep school:

Mikey

Finally a leader at USAFA that reaily lets you know how all of us at USAFA especially at USAFA Preparatory feel about you
and your beliefs, can't wait 'til you are escorted off campus and | am sure the majority of staff/cadets (behevers and
nonbelievers} wish that could happen now. Stop pushing your beliefs on us. God will always be a part of the US Military
even when you are gane to meet him face to face. You know you can do a lot for the homeless veterans out here but
you could care less about them but when it comes to Christians you are willing to fight against us, well you will never win
and so you know the war has already been won. 1 am on staff at USAFA and will talk about Jesus Christ my Lord and
savior to everyone that | work with. Do something productive with your life and Stop harassing the fine people at

USAFA. | really pray for your soul.

As you can imagine, this sent Weinstein into orbit. He tells us in an interview, "This is the best example of how wretched
the climate is there, the brazen boldness of Christian supremacy. 1t's an absolute disgrace. We want an apology to me,
my family and the foundation, and we want him disciplined."

He then fired off an e-mail message to Superintendent Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson, saying, "he feels absolutely NO
worries or even the slightest nuances of concern about making such heinous, astonishingly bigoted statements of
fundamentalist Christian supremacy .. at USAFA so very publicly??"

Meantime, we asked the academy to comment on Willoughby's message and to tell us what, if any, action would be
taken against him, given that the academy claims to require its staff, faculty and cadets to be trained in religious respect.
Not so long ago, proselytizing was banned from the academy.

The academy issued a statement and later said, "No action is being taken against the individual "
The academy's statement:

Regarding the e-mail sent by Mr. Allen Willoughby to the MAFF, we can
confirm that Mr. Willoughby is a trainer at the Air Force Academy
Preparatory School, and yes, he did send an e-mail to the MRFF in his
personal capacity and not as a representative of the Air Force's Academy or
the Prep School,

Supporting the right of free exercise of religion relates directly to the

Air Force core values and the ability to maintain an effective team. Air
Forge Academy Leaders at all levels must balance constitutional protections
for an individual's free exercise of religion or other personal beliefs and

the constitutional prohibition against governmental establishment of
refigion.

61T



All Academy Airmen, especially commanders, supervisors and those who are in
daily contact with cadets or cadet candidates, must ensure that in

exercising their right of religious free expression, they do not degrade

maorale, good order, and discipline or degrade the trust and confidence that
the public has in the United States Air Force and the Air Force's Academy.

The Air Force's Academy remains committed to protecting individuals' right
to practice any religion they choose, or no religion, provided their

practices do not violate policy or law, or impede mission accomplishment,
military readiness, unit cchesion, standards or discipline.

It's also important to point out that USAFA has a robust, structured
Religious Respect Training Program that helps cadets, cadet candidates,
faculty and staff understand how the First Amendment applies to them at
USAFA with an expectation that all are educated on religious respect and, in
turn, are practitioners of respect.

{b)(6)

Director of Communication

US Air Force Academy

(b)(6)
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From: [X0) [Maj USAF USAFA USA=A/CW
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:26 AM
To: [E® |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX; [P0 |Maj USAF UsaFa
USAFA/CCA
Cc: [e)5) | LiCol USAF USA=A USAFA/CWOD; [BIE) | Capt USAF
USATA USAFA/CWE, [(B)E) [Ma, USAT USAFA USAFA/CCX; 0XE) |
Ma; USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: RE: Request for Info: Contra: s
Signed By: (b)E)
All

]

Woe just provided this answer to an RF! that came out from Rep forbes in
support of a telecom he's having with CSAF. 1'll forward that response ta
you.... same answer for this one.

Vr,

b){E
|{ i Major, USAF

Director, Commanders Action Group

USAFA/CWDX
{b)6)

DS |EXE]
Comrmercial |2X°)

————— Originai Message-----

From [P Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:19 AM
To [PFO) |Maj usar usara usasascea; [P Maj USAF

USAFA USAFA/CW

Cc: [DXO) |LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/CWD; [D1D)

Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/CWE; [b)6) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX;
|{b){6) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: RE: Request for Info: Contrails

Sorry, you are correct. The Chairman.

Maj [ET0)

Director, Commander's Action Group

HQ USAFA/CCX
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[Fro |

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001

e |
[Fr®
From: [BXE) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:17 AM
To X0 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX;[DE] Maj USAF
USAFA USAFA/CW
Cc:[@E | LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/CWD;[TIE)
Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/CWE; [D)F) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX;
& |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: RE: Request for Info: Contrails

Clarification: If it was Gen Cariton who asked the question he is the
Chairman of the AQG Board, not the President.

VR,

R | Maj, USAF

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

United States Air Force Academy

ph:fETE) |

Cell)0)

Email: [B)E) |

From:[E)E) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:16 AM

To {b)6) JMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Cc: [0)E) | LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/CWD;[)E)

Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/CWE{D® |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA;
[EE) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCXRIE) Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: Request for !Info: Contrails

44
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{b)(6)

Have a loaded Request for Info for you. The AGG President asked why the
latest contrails in the Oath of Office and Enlistment Oath does not have "So
Help Me God” at the end. We also noticed that the previcus version does not
have it either.

What is the official answer on this? And how far does it go back in years?
If the official answer is "it was an oversight”, than give me a warm fuzzy
it will be rectified next year so | can pass it on to the grad community.

{b)(6)

Maj[FT®)

Director, Commander's Action Group

HQ USAFA/CCX

|{b){6) |

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5001

coOM:[BD ps: [PXE)

|{b){6) |

4 §
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e ——
From: aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[*®
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 1:30 PM
To: I{D}(G} I
Subject: Honor Qath
Signed By: [CX6) |

Good Afternoon Ms,

Per our discussion, here is the Colo Springs independent blog about the
Honor Oath and referencing the MRFF.

http://www.csindy.com/IndyBlog/archives/2013/10/21/afa-honor-code-so-help-me

-god

[ ~ fwitter post is here:

https://twitter.comfb)®) |

His Facebook past here:

https://www.facebook.com/[®'© |MRFF

And his post on the MRFF website here:

http:// www.militaryreligiousfreedom org/press-releases/2013/CSIndy_10-21-13.

html

As 1'said, | don't know why the reporter,[®)X®) went to the MRFF vice
the Air Force's Academy to ask questionsaoooroms; dut if you would like

to chat w/her she can be reached atl{bJ{SJ r|©X6)

And, here is the statement | provided to the AF Times:

Despite the MRFF's headline, no decision has been made yet about the way
forward. The Honor Review Committee did meet this morning and had an
in-depth discussion about the Honor Code Oath, They considered a range of
options and some of those options will be presented to Academy leaders and,
ultimately, the Academy Superintendent for a decision. We will let you know
what the way ahead is when the decision is made.

For your use and on background, | believe some of the options discussed were
"no change" to striking the whole oath altogether or making the "so help me
God" piece optiona!, Please don't quote me directly on this if you use it!
Attribution for this info is coming from "an academy official" if you'd be

so kind. You can attribute the statement to me.

As promised, I'll keep you updated on the progress of when the meeting is

1
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happening, what the decision is when it's made and the subsequent supporting
piece on the history of the Honor Qath.

Please let me know if you need anything else ... have a great day!
Sincerely,

(b))

Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
(]

_JOSN: B0l ]

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation "

SZ1
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From: [©®© | col usaF UsaFa USAFAZIA S Ble) |

Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 4:37 PM

To: lohnson, Micheiie D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: [5E) kol USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/Cy; [PXO) lcv usar usara
USAFA/DS; [D)E) | Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE; [PX0)
[EMa) USAF USAFA USAFA JA/HQ USAFA/)A

Subject: Honor Code Piedge

Yes, ma‘am. That's the same 'Von Wald" (go by is "Conrad” or "VW" if you see him).

0)(5)

Very respectfully,

---- Onginal Message--
From: Johnsen, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC [mailto:michelle johnson@usafa edu]
Sent: Monday, QOctober 21, 2013 3:31 PM

To:[©X6) Lol USAF USAFA USAFA/JA
ce: [ | Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV.[BF) |GS-13 USAF ALM USAF ACADEMY DU/AL;
o) [Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; [BT0) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA JA/HQ USAFA/IA: [BXE)

[BE____JMaj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE
Subject: Re: Commissioning Cath & "so help me God"

Copy All, [X)

Do you have a sense of how other Service Academies have handled this? Same?

Re Honor Oath: there are probably more than one viable COAs. As weekend emails ¢ited, we would do well to be
measured and mindfu! of other points of view.

BTW, I recall Col Von Waid at the now defunct 15AF.

Thanks!

md]

R Col USAF USAFA USATA/IA [mailto:[EIE) )
Sent; Monday, October 21, 2013 05:18 PM
To: Jlohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

9T
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oo Col USAF USAF ACABEMY DU/CV <[B1D) } [F®) |65 13 USaF A1M
USAF ACADEMY DU/AL 40X6) |cw USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; [oe)
USAF USAFA USAFA JA/HQ USAFA/IA; [0)6) | Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE <

Subject: Commissioning Qath & "so help me God™

Gen lohnson,

LZT

0))

| asked for a written opinion but, unfortunately, JAA does not plan to provide one. You, however, may request a written
opinion from Lt Gen Harding (3 -star to 3-star).

Finalty, we also discussed the Honor Code cath/pledge and (b))
(b)(o) I'm meeting with the Honor Review Committee tomorrow mormning and will recommend we

b)(5) |

Very respectfully,

{b)B)

Colonel, USAF
Staff Judge Advocate
USAF Academy

(0)(6)

Comm:
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From: Johnsen, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Sent: Thursday, Novermnber 21, 2013 549 AM
To: (R GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [PXO) | col usar
USAFA USAFA/CY; @?{b){fﬁ) | civ 1iSAF USAFA USAFA/DS, [PX0) | cMsgt
i CC; Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;
0)(®) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Subject: Fw: USAFA and Oaths
Attachments: Letter_to_USAFA_on_Military_Oaths_-_18_Nov_2013.pdf
Fysa
G
From:{ —
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 12:41 PM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC; [P)X0) t

Cc: BLACKMON, FRANCINE SES USAF HQ USAF SAF/MRM (Francine Blackmon@pentagon.af.mil)
<Francine.Blackmon@pentagon.af.mil>
Subject: FW: USAFA and Qaths

When it rains it pours ma’am. Not sure you have seen this Member letter dated 11/18/13 regarding USAFA’s Honor
Qath. Also, not trying to get cut in front on this but felt | needed to provide a timely response, [E1E]is the owner
and operator of Northwestern Preparatory School (NWP) here in Crestline, CA and a good friend and he has strong
Congressional relationships across the country and in both parties rooted in his work with NWP candidates and service
schools and in particular USAFA,

(0)(6)

Vir-

Froml{b){s) |

Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 11:35 AM
To;|{b){6)

Subject: USATA and Oaths




Hey[®]_] thanks for sharing this with me.

Regarding this letter and in my opinion it is not accurate nor heipful and seems to be political grandstanding for a
conservative home and national audience. Truth-be-told USAFA does differ with our other service schools on this issue
in that we are the only academy that has kept the “So help me God” phrase in our Honor Qath, and to many of us
graduates this part of the cath is new. [n fact it did not even exist until [ think the early 90's and as a result of a cheating
scandal. At the time the Cadets wanted to impart the severity of the oath and decided to mimi¢ the Oath of Office with
the phrase. The poster in question was an old and out of date artifact still hanging on the walls of the USAFA Prep S¢hoaol
when it was “discovered”. Also, | do think LtGen Johnson's guidance and direction of making this phrase in the oath
elective, and just like the Oath of Office, is correct and appropriate and she could have eliminated it totally like the other
service schools have done and so a good tompromise.

Finally, if Congressional Members really want to help our USAFA missicn and not themselves — restore our budget!

Again thank you -[P)6)

From: [0)XE) |
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 7:.08 AM
To:[biE) |

Subject: Fwd: USAFA and Oaths

Your thoughts?

{b)(6)

Sent from my iPhone

6ct
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Begin forwarded message:

From:{®)0) 3

Date: November 20, 2013 at 6:26:23 AM PST

To: [)E)

Cc:
{b)(6)

Subject: Fw: USAFA and Oaths

————— Originai Message ----- From: '|{b){6)

Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 7:31 AM

Subject: USAFA and Oaths

in case you haven’t seen the following. Take a look at this letter written to AFA superintendent, Great
letter....wonder how AF will handle it? Letter was sponsored by Col [B)®) (USAF ret}.

NOTICE: This electronic mail transmission is for the use of the named individual or entity to which it is directed and may
cantain information that is privileged or confidential. )t is not to be transmitted to or received by anyone other than the
named addressee (or a person autharized to deliver it to the named addressee). It is not to be copied or forwarded to
any unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic mail transmission in error, delete it from your system
without copying ar forwarding it, and natify the sender of the error by replying via email or by calling The Private
Investment Group at (937} 434-0500, so that our address record can he corrected.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax
advise contained in this communication (ar in any attachment} is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be
used, far the purpase of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or
recommending to ancther party any transaction or matter addressed in this communication {(or in any attachment).

Securities Offered Through Triad Advisars, Inc., Member FINRA / SIPC. The Private Investment Group, inc. and Triad
Advisors Inc. are not affiliated entities.

NOTICE: This electronic maii transmission is for the use of the named individual or entity to which it is directed and may
cantain information that is privileged or confidential. It is not to be transmitted to or received by anyone other than the
named addressee (or a person authorized to deliver it to the named addressee). it is not to be copied or forwarded to
any unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic mail transmission in error, delete it from your system
without copying or forwarding it, and notify the sender of the error by replying via email or by calling The Private
Investment Group at (937) 434-0500, so that our address record can be corrected.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax
advise contained in this communication {or in any attachment) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be
used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or
recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed in this cammunication {(ar in any attachment),

Securities Offered Through Triad Advisors, Inc., Member FINRA / SIPC. The Private Investment Group, Inc. and Triad
Advisors Inc. are not affiliated entities,
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Tongress of the United States
ashington, HC 20515

November 18, 2013

Lt. General Michelle D. Johnson
Superintendent

2304 Cadet Dnve, Suite 3300

U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 80840-5001)

Dear Lt. Gen. Johnson;

It has come to our attention that the Air Force Academy removed a poster portraying the words of
the Academy oath, and the Academy’s Honor Review Committee considered removing the phrase “so help
me God” from the Honor Qath recited by all incoming Cadets. On October 25, 2013, you announced that
the final phrase contained in the oath is now optional. We respectfully request confirmation as to who
made the decision to reconsider the oath and remove the poster, as well as the reason for which the poster
was removed.

While we fully support the Academy’s retention of “so help me God” in the Honor Oath, our
concemns do not end here. The 2(312 edition of the Contrails Cadet Handbook contains the text of four
military oaths: the Cadet’s Qath of Allegiance; the Oath of Office for Officers, the Oath of Enlistment, and
the Honor Qath. In the 2012 edition of the handbook, only the Honor Qath contains the phrase *‘so help me
God.”

The Oath of Office for Officers, as it is enumerated in the United States Code, ends with “so heip
me God.” 5U.S.C. § 3331. The Qath of Enlistment, as it is enumerated in the United States Code, ends
with “so help me God.” 10 U.S.C. § 502, The Cadet’s Qath of Allegiance, as it enumerated in the Code of
Federal Regulations, ends with “so help me God.” 32 CFR § 901.26.

“So help me God” is not a Twentieth Century addition to the historic oath of service. The
Continental Congress passed two versions of an oath for officers, the first on October 21, 1776 and the
second on February 3, 1778. Both versions ended with the singular sentence, “So help me God.” Though
not included in the first oath approved by Congress in 1789, the phrase was again included in the oath for
officers in 1862, and has remained as part of the oath to this very day.

We request a detailed explanation as to why the Contrails Cadet Handbook omits “‘so help me God”
from these oaths, despite the fact that the phrase is used in the very statutory language of the United States
Code, and was a part of the military oath drafted by the Founders themselves.

The Constitution does not require that this phrase be scrubbed from the oath. The First Amendment
to the United States Constitution prohibits the establishment of religion; however, the inclusion of the
phrase *'so help me God” in an oath of service does not rise to this level. The phrase is included in the oath
of office taken by all elected or appointed officials, including Members of Congress. 5 U.8.C. § 3331.
Including the phrase “so help me God™ in an oath of service is a deeply-rooted American tradition a
tradition that was begun by George Washington at his inauguration as the first President of the United
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States. As you know, courts consistently have upheld the constitutionality of similar acknowledgements of
the Divine, such as “under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance, as well as of our national motto, “In God we
Trust.”

Removing the poster and editing the oath for all Academy students is extreme and unnecessary, and
does a disservice to the countliess individuals who wish to inciude the phrase as a solemn reminder that they
are pledging their fidelity to God and country. It is our sincere hope that those cadets who wish to include
the solemnity of “so help me God” in their admimstration of the oath will always be supported by the Air
Force Academy in doing so.

We urge you to edit the Contrails Cadet Handbook to properly reflect the language of the Cadet’s
QOath of Office for Officers, the Oath of Allegiance, and of the Oath of Enlistment to reflect their original
statutory language in full. Finally, we ask that you restore the poster bearing the oath in full to its original
location as an honorable reflection of the oath of service. Thank you for your attention to this matter and
we look forward to receiving your response.

Sincerely,

(0)(6)

{b)(6)

JI¥BRIDENSTINE (OK-01) w{ANDY FYYBES (VA-04)

Member of Congress ber of Congress

74
{b)(6)
ge——
{)(6)
FRANK K. WOLF [VA-10) ~ \f CHFLE BACHRTANN (M~-U6)
Member of Congress Member of Congress
2
{b)i6) {b)(6)

MIKEPOMPEO (KS-04) 7 TIM WALBERG (MI-07)/
Menfoer of Congress Member of Congress

2T
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(b))
(b))
JACKKINGSTON (GA-01) ]"’ STEVAN PEARCE (NM-02)
Mgmber of {ongress Member of Congress
g L
(b)6)
(b)6)
JOJEPH R. PITTY (PA-16) BILL TORNSONZ2T-06) 7

Member of Congress

(0)(6)

PAUL C. BROUN (GA-10)

Member of Congress

{b)(6)

JOE WHEON (5C-02)

Member of Congress Member of Congress
[GIG]
(b)(®)
ALAN NUNNEMEE (\Q § JEFF\ S} N (SC-03)
Member of Congress N Mem ngress
(b)(6) o)
] ' FLEMING (LA-04) ! DOTUGC S (GA-09)

% ber of Congress

Member of'€ongress

(0)(6)

(b)(6)

ROBERT E. LATTA TOR-05)

Member of Congress

SAM JOHNSON (TX-03)
Member of Congress
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) BE)
VICKY HARTZLER (MO-4) WALTER B. JONESYNC-03)
Member of Congress Member of Congress

o0
o0
M FRANKS }AZ-OS) LOUIE GOHMERT (TX-01)
Member of Congress Member of Congress
oY)
BI6)
7 KENNY MARCHANT (TX-24)  © .&K’D\%\(»Ofﬁ
Member of Congress Member of C ess
G
RO
TIM HUELSKAMP (KS¥1) “LYRN JENKINS (KS-02)
Member of Congress Member of Congress
RG]
BIE)

" PHJL GIN (GARAT)  DOYG/LAMALFA (CA-01)
mber of Congres Mdpber of Congress
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From: o) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 8:13 AM

To: |bxe) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: Fw: Story Related to "Oath"

Attachments: The Air Force Academy Honor Code v3.docx

i think she expects to see it in parenthesis, was that discussed?

V/R,

Majl{b]{e) |

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

Sent from BB [©)®)

————— Original Message ----
From:|®)®) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [maiito:[D)E) |

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 07:26 AM Mountain Standard Time
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC .
c[FT® | col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY;[FTD) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/HC;EE){?? |civ usaF usara

USAFA/DS; [PIE | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA; [O)

3

| GS- 15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM;

{)®) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;[10) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

Subject: RE: Story Related to "QOath"

Good Morning again, Ma'am. Attached and pasted beiow are the electrons, per discussion. The first four paragraphs
are what we recommend to issue in our press release. All of it combined is a story we will post on our Website, push to
AF Link, publish in next week's Spirit, and include as an attachment with the press release. We will also tweet about it,
post a link on Facebook, provide o Parent’s Club, the AOG, and CW for communication to those respective audiences.

See you at 1000, Ma'am!

b
V/R
Maj, USAF

Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

(b)(6)

Phone: [b)E) |DSN]E)E)

Fax: [(0)0)

E-manl: [b)E)

|The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air

Force and leaders for cur Nation.
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After assessing the situation concerning the statement "So help me God" in the Cadet Honor Oath, and in the spirit of
determining a way ahead that is respectful to all perspectives, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make that part of
the oath optional.

“Here at the Academy, ours is a culture of dignity and respect, and that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen
and civilian Airmen to freely practice and exercise their religious preference - or not." said Lt.

Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of being respectful to all, cadets may or may not
choose to finish the Honor Qath with the final sentence, 'S0 help me God."

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for our Nation, so our focus here
continues to be on producing lieutenants who are humble, competent and confident." "In order to do this, our cadets
need to internaiize the concept, 'Leader of Character.’

"This all begins by living honorably and the Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental value to lead a life of
honor, character and integrity.”

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor toierate among us anyone who does,” was
formally adopted by the Academy's first graduating class of 1959. It is the minimum standard of conduct which cadets
expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Qath," for all cadets to take and it is administered to fourth ¢lass cadets
{freshmen} when they are formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.

The cath consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for cadets to live honorably and it reads:
"We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and to
live honorably, so help me God."

Dr. Hans Mueh (Brig. Gen., Ret.), Athletic Director at the Air Force's Academy, was a lieutenant colone! assigned to the
Academy's Chemistry department in 1984,

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in widespread allegations of cheating. It was 50
widespread that the Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty for a short period of
time to allow all cadets to report previpus violations of their personal honor.

"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of that feedback, the Supt established an Honor
Committee, chaired by Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we administer the
Code."

Or. Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined that some additiona! clout was needed
for this oath, which that all cadets take, so the committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin
the code in order to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and to
personally accept the individual mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Or. Mueh said that addition led to the "and furthermore, I resolve to do my duty and live honorably.”

"Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we decided to mirror the commissioning cath and add the words, 'so help
me, God," Dr. Mueh said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet s word is accepted
as the truth at all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet’s individual effort and knowledge because each cadet
is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on
suspected violations of the Code. Such confrontations often result in a simple clarification of a misunderstanding, and
each cadet learns the value of clear communications in all situations.

2



— “Fare-rorofett—— ———

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an education process designed to help them understand the
responsibilities and expectations associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life of
honor, character and integrity, cadets - as potential future officers - receive extensive character and leadership
instruction and those same values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular activities,

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides classroom, seminar, workshop and
experiential-based learning programs to all cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through the final semester at the Academy. The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and
Honor System, establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” that the Academy aspires to produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards - honor, physical fitness, academics and military aptitude in order {o be a
cadet in good standing,” said Brig.

Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to these high standards promotes good order and
discipline throughout the institution.”

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets' development as military professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of
ethical maturity which will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust, both as cadets and as
officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon
them.

LET



After assessing the situation concerning the statement "So help me God" in the Cadet
Honor Oath. and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that is respectful to all
perspectives, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make that part of the oath
optional.

"Here at the Academy, ours Is a culture of dignity and respect, and that respect includes
the ability of our cadets. Airmen and civiian Airmen to freely practice and exercise their
religious preference — or not " said Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson. Academy
Superintendent. “So, in the spirit of being respectful to all. cadets may or may not
choose to finish the Honor Oath with the final sentence, 'So help me God.”

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for
our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on producing lieutenants whao are humble.
competent and confident.” “In order to do this, our cadets need to internalize the
concept, 'Leader of Character’

"This all begins by hiving honorably and the Honor Code and Honor Oath reinforce this
fundamental value to lead a Iife of honor. character and integrity.”

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie. steal or cheat, nor tolerate among
us anyone who does." was formally adopted by the Academy's first graduating class of
1959 It is the minimum standard of conduct which cadets expect of themselves and
their fellow cadets

in 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath,” for all cadets to take and it is
administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they are formally accepted into the
Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training. The oath consists of a statement of the
Honor Code, followed by a resolution for cadets to live honarably and it reads: “We will
not lie, steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does, Furthermore. | resolve
to do my duty and to live honorably. so help me God.”

Dr. Hans Mueh (Brig. Gen , Ret ), Athletic Director at the Air Force's Academy. was a
lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy’s Chemistry department in 1984,

“In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in widespread
allegations of cheating It was so widespread that the Superintendent, Lt. Gen Skip
Scott. suspended the cade and granted amnesty for a short period of time to allow all
cadets to report previous violations of thewr personal honor.

“This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of that
feedback. the Supt established an Honor Committee, chaired by Col Jim Woody.
Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we administer the Code *

Dr. Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined that
some additional clout was needed for this oath, which that all cadets take, so the
committee determined the phrase "we will pot” was necessary to begin the code in
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order to dnive home the collective responsibility of ail cadets to not tolerate lying.
cheating or stealing and to personally accept the individual mandate to live with honor.
character and integrity

Dr. Mueh said that addition ted to the “and furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and live
honorably "

“Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we decided to mirror the commissioning
oath and add the words, ‘so help me, God.”" Dr. Mueh said

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and responsibilities to each
cadet. A cadet's word Is accepted as the truth at all times. Academic scores can truly
reflect a cadet's individual effort and knowledge because each cadet is expected to
adhere to the Honor Code. This adherence extends to a responsibility 1o confront other
cadets on suspected violations of the Code Such confrontations often result in a simple
clanfication of a misunderstanding. and each cadet learns the value of clear
communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an education process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations associated with
the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life of honor, character and
integrity. cadets — as potential future officers — receive extensive character and
leadership instruction and those same values are inculcated into all military training and
extracurricular activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides classroom.
seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all cadets, beginning
when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues each year through the final
semester at the Academy. The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code
and Honor System, establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” that the
Academy aspires to produce.

“Cadets must meet Academy standards — honor. physical fitness, academics and
military aptitude — in order to be a cadet in good standing,” said Brig. Gen. Gregory
Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to these high standards
promotes good order and discipline throughout the institution.”

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets’ development as military professionais. It also
represents a broader aspect of ethical matunty which will serve them throughout their
lives. As the bearers of the public trust, both as cadets and as officers. it 1s the Honor
Code which helps build a personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands
placed upon them.
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From: (0)E) apt USAF USAFA USAFA/DFXO
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 9:21 AM
To: [oX0) [Ma: USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: FW: So Help Me God
Signed By: [X6) |
(O)E) Capt, USAF

Executive Officer to the Dean

(b))

Cell:

From:[®)}E) I
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 8:52 AM

To{bX6) Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/DFX0O
Subject: So Help Me God

From: ’|(bl<61 I

Subject: So Help Me God

Date: November 6, 2013 11:32:45 PM MST

To: {B10) }
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Mikey

Finally a leader at USAFA that really lets you know how all of us at USAFA especially at USAFA Preparatory feel about you
and your beliefs, can’t wait ‘til you are escorted off campus and | am sure the majority of staff/cadets (believers and
nonbelievers) wish that could happen now. Stop pushing your beliefs on us. God will always be a part of the US Military
even when you are gone to meet him face to face. You know you can do a lot for the homeless veterans out here but
you could care less about them but when it comes to Christians you are willing to fight against us, well you will never win
and 5o you know the war has already been won. | am on staff at USAFA and will talk about Jesus Christ my Lord and
savior to everyone that | work with. Do something productive with your life and Stop barassing the fine people at
USAFA. Ireally pray for your soul.
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USAFA FOIA
From: |{b){6) |Ma' USAF USATA USAFA
: J J/CCA
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 142 PM
To: BE] 6515 LSAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM B8 M usaF
USAFA USAFA/PA
Cc: [oXe) Maj USAF USAZA USAFA/HG USAFA/CCE
Subject: FW: RFI CM Feorbes Questions Regarding the Fonor Oath/Contrails
Signed By: [2XE) |

Sir, sorry if my last email wasn’t clear. | wasn’t really locking for any info from you guys about the history. Rather, | was
wondering if we had seen the media report referenced in Gen Gould’s email. All of the background infa is betow for

your reference.

VR,

e

|, Maj, USAF

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

United States Air Force Academy

(0)(6)

Ph:

DsN: {PX0)

Cell:[PX®)

Email- [0

Fro I'T'I:I{b){S)

|Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

To:
Cc: [

Sent_ Wegdnesday November 13, 2013 1128 AM
©)o) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX;[EX®) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

-|I\z1a1 USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX;

Subject: FW: RFI -

(b)(6) IlVlaj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Oath/Contrails

FYI --- Contrails information. Can use this to answer the question from the AOG.

W,

{b)(6)

, Major, USAF
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Director, Commanders Action Group

USAFA/CWDX

(b)(6)

psn: [P
Commerciall{b){6)

From: [©)0) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 2:36 PM

To: USAFA/CCEA (Taskers)

Cc: USAFA/CW (Taskers)

Subject: RFl - CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Qath/Contrails

CW Input to CM Forbes Question #2 - Regarding Contrails

1.  Contrailsis published annually by the Commandant of Cadets, Directorate of Training Support, Traming Division.
Contrails Staff consists of an Officer in Charge, a Second-Class Cadet in Charge, and a variable number of Cadet editors
from the second, third, and fourth classes.

2. Areview of Contrails content since 2006 shows that the Cadet Oath was included but not the Officer and Enlisted
Oaths. For the 2011-2012 version, the Cadet, Officer, and Enlisted oaths were included to show the similarities and
relationships between all three oaths. In the 2011-2012 version the words “...so help me God” were NOT included at
the end of all three Qaths. The Officer in Charge of Contrails that year (since retired) reports that there was not an
intentional decision to drop these words; they likely were removed in the editing/page formatting process, and this
omission was not caught in the final review.

3 Subsequent versions of Contrails also do not include the words “...so help me God”. This was likely the result of
carrying over previous content and was not discovered in content reviews,

4.  Editorial decision for the 2013-2014 edition removed the Cadet Oath as it is essentially the same as the officer
oath with the exception of the rank.

S.  Contrails 2014-2015 edition will IAW Public Law, DoD, AF, and USAFA Instructions

Breakout of Contrails content regarding the presence of “so help me God" in the Oaths of Office and the Honor Dath:



Contrasls Edition
Honor Qath

Cadet Oath

Officer Oath
Enlisted Oath
2013-2014

“...s0 help me God”

QOath not included*

2012-2013

“...50 help me God”

2011-2012

*...50 help me God"

2010 2011

“...s0 help me God”
* .50 help me God"
Oath not included**
Oath not included**

2009-2010

age



“...s0 help me God”
“...s0 help me God”
Oath not included™**
Qath not included**
2008-2009

*...s0 help me God”
“...50 help me God”
Oath not included™*
Oath not included**
2007-2008

.50 help me God”
"...50 help me God”
Oath not included™*
Qath not included™*
2006-2007

“...50 help me God”
“...50 help me God”
Oath not included**

Qath not included**

ge

1
4

*Since the Cadet oath is essentially the same as the officer oath with the exception of the rank, it was omitted.

**Contrails content changes annually. Editorial decision was to include Cadet Oath bit not Officer/Enlisted oaths.

----- Original Message -----

From: Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS [o@
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Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 05:20 PM Mountain Standard Time

To: USAFA/CCEA (Taskers)

Cc {00 | LtCo) USAF USAFA USAFA/CWD

(D6 |>:[0® |K GS-15 USAF
USAFA

USAFA/CM/CM;[BXE)__|Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: FW: Gen Welsh Telecon w/Rep Forbes

SUSPENSE: 12 Nov 13

OPR: CW, PA

OCR(s): CM, JA(Info)

DESCRIPTION: RFI - CM Forbes Questions Regarding the Honor Qath/Contrails

BACKGROUND: CM Forbes has requested a telecom with CSAF in the next few

days to discuss the recent issues with the Honor Qath and Contrails. In

preparation for the phone call CSAF requests background on the two issues

below (what happened, how did we respond, what is the way ahead, etc.):

1. A poster with the Cadet Honor Oath inciuding the "so help me God" phrase

was removed at the Air Force Academy. The LA was not sure where the poster

was at the Academy, just that they were told it was removed.

2. The 2012 Contrails Handbook (scanned page attached) lists the Officer and

Enlisted oath of office and Cadet Oath of Allegiance, but they do not

5
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include the optional phrase "so heip me God". The question is why was this

removed?

3. Pertinent information on iatest issue with Mr. Weinstein and emai as

appropriate.

DELIVERABLE: PA please provide response to Q1, Q3 and CW provide response
to Q2. Narrative response covering issue, background, action taken, way
ahead) by 12 Nov 13. All information should be sent to USAFA/CCEA

(Taskers).

SOURCE: USAFA/CC

Submittal Instructions:

OPR:  *Send response to USAFA/CCEA (Taskers) only.

*Always include Taski#, SUBJECT on the response.

Va4
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From: (bXe) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:20 AM
To: Lengyel Gregory J BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW
Cc: [ 1ol USAF USAFA USAFA/CWY, [B)D) |ta; USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: FW: Request for Info: Contrails
Signed By: [E7®) ]
Gen Lengyel,

Sir, FYl on below request from USAFA CAG. This came up at the AOG class senate meeting last night. It was from BG
Carlton, not Mr.l{b)és

VR,

I{b){ﬁl Maj, USAF

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

United States Air Force Academy

oh- [0 psN [T |
cell: [P

Email;[B)0)

From:[2®) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX

Sent; Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:16 AM

To: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Cofem ]LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/CWD; [PI0) | capt USAF USAFA UsAFA/CWE;[PIE) ]
[©xe) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA; [P)O) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX; [0)E) | Maj USAF

USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: Request for Info: Contrails

(b))
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Have a ioaded Request for Info for you. The AOG President asked why the latest contrails in the Oath of Office and
Enlistment Oath does not have “So Help Me God” at the end. We also noticed that the previous version does not have it
either,

What is the official answer on this? And how far does it go back in years? If the official answer is “it was an oversight”,
than give me a warm fuzzy it will be rectified next year so | can pass it on to the grad community.

{b)(6)

Maj [F10)
Director, Commander’s Action Group

HQ USAFA/CCX

{b)6)

com{io) |

26 |




USAFA FOIA

From: B)E) Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS

Sent: Wednosday, Uctober 23, 2013 4:27 PM

To: B IMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: FW: MRFF on FOX News, TONl(jliT'_on ‘The Ke"y Fie" 94Cp/12:4Ca ET

Signed By: gd l.coivin. 1@us af mid

From: [P© | G5 15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM [mailto] |

Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 4:13 PM

To: |0X0) |Col USAF USAF ACADEMY [)U/cv;m GS-15 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS;
[©1©) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/ZIA; [BIBL_____ ] Col USAF USAFA USAFA/HC, KODLICK, LES A Brig Gen USAF
HQ USAF SAF/PAJE)E) [ES-00 USAF HQ USAF U S AIR FORCE HQ/PA

ce: [0® [ Lt Col USAF HQ USAF SaF/pPA, [BE) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA;[D)E) |
GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM; BB ] TSgt USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PA

Subject: FW: MRFF on FOX News, TONIGHT![PXS) bn "The Kelly File," 9.40p/12:40a ET

Gen Kodlick, Ms Ladies and Gents,

You may have already seen this but provided for your awareness.

We will attempt to record this,

For SA: AF Times did their story today as well:

http://www.airforcetimes.com/article/20131023/NEWS/310230013/Academy -may drop change honor-ocath-over-help-
me-God-

We also expect to see a story in The Gazette. We’'ve aisc had throe national level FOX reporters, 106

[B)E) ], contact us on this story as well.

wWe'll keep all posted as this maves forward.
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From: Military Religious Freedom Foundation [mailto:mrff@militaryreligiousfreedom.ccsend com] On Behalf Of Military
Religious Freedom Foundation

Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 4:02 PM
To: [P® GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Subject: MRFF on FOX News, TONIGHT! [PX®) bn "The Kelly File," 9:40p/12:40a ET

Description: image removed by sender.

Description: image removed by sender.

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u2n2LgCfsWEgoW IvxPIx9wXU_YKBHNgESI35)KZkMmji9s84xEUyIQBPLNvIO7 luxbqgpursa
_kLLzZRnuMnmmydQlh_GAKh5VTOzVbklgB6WIkyNKsguyze54THVFKbhFspULHXRCAdIRXaaA2-

URj5pZ6Tqrup2S5fV82I02 qArSQxA-HmRAo2ayknaPcdHc&c=r_vMGb20_Yoy6xulOoE-
tky3iREpD8se7DdAPU1vICqyQ_7HDuLCeg—-&ch=dQAxbQu7j12TrtFwIRKSM8e5VsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dadSFDQVI1ETKyBsA==>

MilitaryReligiousFreedom.org

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u2n2LgCFsWHgo WivxPIxIwXU_YKBHNESI35]KZkMmjL9s84xE Uy9QBPLNViIO7luxbagpursd
_kLLzRnuMnmmydQIh_GAKh5VT0zVbklgB6WIkyNKsguyzeSaTHVIKbhFspULHXRCAdIRXaaA2-

URjSpZ6TqrUp2S5fV82J02 gArSQxA-HmRAo2ayknaPcdHc&c—r_vMGb20_YoybxulOoE-

tky3iREpD8se 7DdAPUIV1CqyQ_7HDuLCeg==&ch=dQAxbQu7j12 TrtFwIRKSM8eS5VsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dadSFDOVIETKYBSA=->

Fighting for our servicemembers' rights, so they can fight for ours,

Piease consider making a fully tax-deductibie donation today. <http://www militaryreligiousfreedom.org/support-
mrff/make-a-donation/>

MRFF Media Alert:

[©X6) |to appear on
FOX NEWS

"THE KELLY FILE"
WITH MEGYN KELLY



age o)
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Description: image removed by sender.

TONIGHT

Approx. 9:40PM EASTERN TIME
and repeating at 12:40AM ET

Tune in shortly beforehand to make sure you do NOT miss this!

(b0 Jwilt discuss MRFF's latest victory at the
U.S. Air Force Academy
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u2n2LgCfsWogoWIvxPIx9wXU_ YKBHNgSI35]KZkMmjL9s84xE Uy9QLeqYqFPHDjUie5zNLI
w5_p6ROWSfopQObMXnmBHCYSM_ACSRvjTyDBLgaiRyb6AdSxx3sgQMbHaD2QHO06rxXfcZKbXAw11-0Pp5ZbZahRkuf-
yik3d2walLQERYSIYAW-
gaCxMSsIWPr8BgmJisG6b34RkcemQg2 PyQcuooeOIkN2uNMxgiSSuETxAIHA2HfOhHIDOAh1L9&c-r vMGb20O_Yoy6xulOot
-tky3iREpD8se 7DdAPULVvICqyQ_7HDulCeg==8&ch=dQAxbQu7{12TrtFwIRKSM8eSVsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dadSFDQVIETKyBsA==> . Mikey contacted USAFA, and in
SIXTY EIGHT MINUTES received a personal response
from the Commanding General at the Academy assuring
corrective action on a TWENTY-NINE YEAR OLD
religious violation.

Please check your local listings.
Media schedules subject to change without notice.

Connect with MRFF;

Description: Image removed by sender. [P)®) | Facebook Page

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn. jsp?f=001u2n2LgCrsWogoWIvxPIX9wX L _YKBHNgS!35)KZkMmjLIs84xE Uy9QMgOdlcsy3LYTrzuoXSst
51Qip5zA-cPaRMBDLBDNQi6WEIVp1phACWUH3xtMyzk440leDTU843jqqljQonPPVprzEnYOntyMnbQGEIKHZmwkwUne-
gRaSGs6srRY _bK3ZelLpsyZMwgbldRASZ7xqUNynt2-RedcaVpZ6tjtcG&c=r_vMGh20_YoybxulOof-
tky3iREpD8se7DdAPULV1CqyQ_7HDuLCeg==&ch=dQAxbQu7j12TrtFwIRKSM8e5VsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dadSFDQv1ETKyBsA=-> Description: Image removed by sender. Mikey Weinstein Twitter
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u2n2LgCfsWEgoWIvxPIX9wXU_YKBHNgSI3SiKZkMmjL9584xE UySQCZNPOI3ZHAMUfIXRM-
kxkYP032GQvChRqkT8VqeNoOm6H4jz3CUYOE-vY1D2yll0y7SODETYC6-Sh5zN_rEBNmplDOHI07VCt2MBIpVCQIS_s-
HmtNbRUFDDAkEuh--F9quULL2 10Dm2n&c-r_vMGb20_Yoy6xulOokE-

tky3iREpD8se 7DdAPU1v1CqyQ_7HDulCeg=-&ch=dQAxbQu7j12 TrtFwIRKSM8eS5VsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dadSFDQVIETKyBsA--> Description: Image removed by sender. Mikey Weinstein Youtube Channel
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f-001u2n2 L gCFsWogoWivxPIxX9wXU_YKBHNgSI35]KZkMmjL9s84xEUy9QMg0ldicsy3LY1YmSFP
w3rzdDrSh9WgccFmpDhUBtaxfQS 7QFZZFXSMaph3LcCkSCpLGMVYA_hssgVGMqScE 1IQrOGuSALOhEbDqy DVRKCINWQTS
GRCcRhuPrHXFWFOFm_K10V6pLXAXB&c=r_vMGbh20_YoybxulOokE-

tky3iREpD8se 7DAAPU1vICqyQ_7HDulCeg==&ch=dQAxbQu7j12TrtFWIRKSMBeSV sqwmwgOCZhx-
5dad5FDQV1ETKYBsA==>




age o)
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SUPPORT MRFF!

Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue
our Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u2n2 LgCisWogoWlvxPix3wXU YKBHNgSI35iKZkMmjL9s84xEUy3QFP3hRaZUVh-

tcCslkd 29m2X44hnuDQweApzKOtnsWqWHISYINVY7hvzFRWIdMsYxSLxTXIIDU_gks1troqOzXWerys12F4m71beMiclq7GC
mcYCrdXplkWTIOTDOmské SG897Q0j971qE54) LNIIWACRIWKyUupVp6ZHFeDOYsdDXHgh3SUOY-&c—=r_vMGb20_Yoy6xul
OoE-tky3IREpD8se 7DdAPULVICqyQ 7HDULCeg==&ch=dQAxbQu7j12TrtFwWIRKSM8e5VsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dad5FDQv1ETKyBsA==>

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn jsp?f=001u2n2LgCfsWbgoWlhvxPIx9wxXU_ YKBHNgSI35jKZkMmiL9s84xEUy9QFP3hRaZUVh-
IMyKkDSQkVdrNbeCgtGZ8Ai0-vGtnmudfgt7tglvN-71boZeSLyg)OXQT7 Kwdpmukl8OuGe_rkvyqDS_Kit7cnXXdOBxDUNQv-
hEm&v8OOI0dHhUhdyfGSQSEIZr)dqbPOfBGr2oNCE7f289bITbTOGVPIFEVEWZSQuzeuqtrGCSEVDED U3 1A==8&e=r_vMGhb2
O Yoy6xulQgE-tky3iIREpD8se7DdAPULvICqyQ 7HDuLCeg==&ch=dQAxbQu7j12TrtFwIRKSM8Be5VsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dad5FDQv1ETKyBsA==>

Help Build the Wali ; Donate a "Brick"

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.)sp?f=001u2n2LgCFsWEgo WIvxPIxGwXU_YKBHNgSI3SiKZKkMm|L9s84xEUy9QFz4SMEzs2kzmCZNig
OT0S2VoC397W3gF_yOpjaC8HcacicsSXdvSVWXSjtfp-

AQF1AJNYPOyWZOORS1YvAMWRIZS6FdIKMy6gGlemldwa HuvBPEAZ8wEBA7VIOk3WGC-
XLkyd6059MXxtVE9Co2RvRWT7Aj2605a)c5b_XvkNPS2Rc-r vMGh2O_YoyexulOoE-
tky3iREpD8se7DdAPU1vICqyQ_7HDULCeg==&ch=dQAxbQu7[12TrtFwIRKSMBeS5VsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dadSFDQv1ETKyBsA==> !

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn jsp?f=001u2n2LgCfsWEgo WivxPIx9wXU_YKBHNgSI35jKZkMmjL9s84AxEUyS3QFz45MEzs2kzmCZNig
0TOS2vVoC397W3gF_yOpj4C8HcacicsSXdvSVWXS)t fo-

AQF1AJNYPOYWZOORS 1YvAMWRIZS6fdIKMy6gGlemIdwd HuvBPEAZBwEBAT7 VIok3WGC-

xLkyd 605IMXxtVg9Co2RvRwWTAj2605alc5h_XvkNPS52&c=r_vMGh20_YoybxulOoE-
tky3iREpD8se7DdAPULVICqyQ_7HDulCeg==&ch=dQAxbQu7j12TrtFwWIRKSM8eS5VsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dad5FDQv1ETKyBsA==>

Description: Image removed by sender,

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f-001u2n2 LgCsWogoWIivxPIxGwXU_YKBHNgSI35jKZkMm|jL9s84xEUySQAbsNLb6BYVY-
g6przuoKAJISmMSIKByaVplhSTrvoqC_xUfA2zY6mOFF3gYoAjlo_ybVHqPQzFoR7mz_6Vxntvz2UCTm8Ibmrh3MDOAX 2arQL6
MC-a t qLenFanicKErVe-DCSVIU] &c=r_vMGb20_Yoy6xulOot-
tky3iREpD8se7DdAPUIVICqyQ_7HDulLCeg=-=8&ch=dQAxbQu7j12TrtFwIRKSMB8eSVsqwmwgOCZhx-
5dadSFDQvIETKyBsA==>

The media outlet referenced in the link above has no affiliation with the
Military Religious Freedom Foundation, nor has expressed endorsement thereof.

While we make every effort to ensure that news articies pertaining to our Foundation remain available for you to access,
we are unable to guarantee that the link above will remain online and unchanged indefinitely.
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Forward email
<http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwif jsp?lir=dnbjgdcab&m=1101766362531&ea=info%40haleyassoc.com&a=111540
1428392>

Description: image removed by sender.
<http://visitor.constantcontact. com/do?p=un&m=0019¢9ic13vferm030Srdja8Q%3D%3D&ch=0de74fb0-36f4-11e3-
80e9-d4ae52a68661&ca=h2a7b693-cedSa-42a7-ab2d-4bcbb01¢9b66>

Description: image removed by sender. <http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=custom01>

This email was sent to[b)®) lby info@militaryreligiousfreedom org |

Update Profile/Email Address
<http://visitor.constantcontact. com/do ?p=00&m=0019c%ic13vf6erm0305rdj48Q%3D%3D&ch=0de74fb0-36f4-11e3-
80e9-ddae52a68661&ca=b2a7b693-ce5a-42a7-ab2d-dbcbb01c8b66> | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe
<http://visitor.constantcontact. com/do ?p=un&m=0019¢%ic13vierm0305rdj48Q%3D%308&ch=0de74fb0-36f4-11e3-
80e9-d4ae52a686618ca=b2a7b693-ceSa-42a7-ab2d-4bcbb01c9b66> ™ | Privacy Policy
<http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy jsp> .

Military Religious Freedom Foundation | 13170-8 Central Avenue, SE | Suite 255 | Albuquerque | NM | 87123
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USAFA FOIA

From: 018l Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[BTD) b

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 1:20 PM

To: oE) faj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE

Cc: Maj USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CCA; Col
USAF USAFA USAFA/CV[PIE) Liv USAF USAFA USAFA/DS

Subject: FW: INFQ: Change to Qath of Office (Optional "So Help Me, God”

Attachments: RE: Request from CNN (5.54 KB)

Signed By: BS) ]1006883784

BIE)

For context and to avoid the perception of covering up or avoidance, |
recommend we share this e-mail traffic w/CNN. They already have the text,
they just want confirmation/denial this transpired. It would not be

advisable, IMHO, to not meet this request ... recommend we |et the boss know

and give CW a heads-up, but CNN is ready to file. Thx.

V/R

P.S. Asyou can see, I've corrected her on oath of office vice honor oath
and provided our statement and supporting story from today, which helps, but

we also cannot hide from this e-mail trail.

(D)(E) Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy

{b)(E)
Phone: [R)6) ] DSN: |{b){6) I
Fax:|b)eE)

E-maiTI{b){S)

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants tor our Air force and

leaders for our Nation.”

————— Original Message-----

From: ()0 | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA CG3/CS21
[mailto:l{b){S) |

Sen.{-b){S') er 25,2013 1:12 PM

To: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: FW: INFO: Change to Qath of Office {Optional "So Help Me, God."

Brus,

DG
Here is the email sent by MSgt i and my response to it as directed by

BG Lengyel after consult with AF SJA,

Maj [B0) |




CS-21 Blackjacks Air Officer Commanding
{b)i6) Duty Phone
Work Cell

————— Original Message-----
From :|<b"5’ Maj USAF USAFA USAFA CG3/CS21
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 4:46 PM

To: €S21_C14_ALL; CS21_C15_All; CS21_C16_All; CS21 C17 ALL

o (D] |Maj USAF USAFA CW/CS27,{®)0) | MSgt
USAF USAFA CW/CS21
Subject: RE: INFO: Change to Oath of Office (Optional "So Help Me, God."

Blackjacks,

i would like to clarify what MSgtf®®)  |sent out yesterday regarding the
Oath of Office.

(0)(5)

Please see me if you have any questions regarding this issue.

Maj [P0 |
CS-21 Blackjacks Air Officer Commanding

(b)(©) Duty Phone
ork Cell

————— Original Message-----

From{®)X®) |MSgt USAF USAFA CW/CS21

Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 10:45 AM

To: €521 C14 ALL; C521 C15_Al; €521_C16_Ali; C521_C17_ALL

Ce:[®X®) | Maj uSAF USAFA USAFA €G3/CS21;[B)E)

Ma TUSAF USAFA CW/CS27



Page 157 01 200 g

Subject: INFO: Change to Qath of Office (Optional "So Help Me, God."

Soon-to-be-Lieutenants,

Botiom Line: Don't expect to have any words changed in the near future.

You may remember seeing guidance regarding another Commissioning Source out
of Maxwell AFB and an Airman challenging the last sentence in the Officer's

Qath of Office {"So Help Me, God."). The Airman was allowed to omit the

this statement. | engaged Cadet Personnel earlier this semester regarding

this possible change for those wha would prefer to omit this verhiage as

well {both verbally and on the Form 103 - your Commissioning documentation

-- where the Qath is written and your signature is required). They had

received no specific guidance. | also questioned the Chaplain Corps who

also had received no specific guidance. Today, | spoke with the JAG and

have the following information update;

The Air Force has since rescinded the guidance of omission. The Qath of
Office is governed by Congressional Oversight. The words in the Oath of
Office MUST be said in order for your Commissioning to be legal.

Legislation is addressing the possibility of change however, due to other
business priorities, who knows when this will be looked at again. If you

are passionate about changing this legislation | encourage you to contact
your Congressional Representatives and let them know how you feel. If you'd
like to discuss this topic further I'm always here.

~Msgt[PD)

Mmsgt[P0 |

Description: cid:image002.jpg@01CAFF32.CF5CO7CO
Blackjacks 21 AMT

Comm: [(b)6)

Celi:[FTP
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USAFA FOIA
A
From: |{b){6) F
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 12:54 PM
To: (b)5) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Cc: Jbs) | GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM
Subject: RE: Request from CNN

Thanks Mr |2

| appreciate you getting back to me on the emails. | feel it's important to have that side of the stary in my piece so I'm
gaing to hold off for as long as | possibly can and hope you get the confirmation/denial to me ASAP.

As for the decision regarding the honor oath - do you know how this will be implemented? What does optional mean?
My understanding is that a one star general administers the oath, will that general leave off the phrase 'so help me God'
or will they say it and the cadet can decide whether or not to repeat it?

Thanks,

(b)(6)

————— Original Message--—---
From: (2 |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA (maitto]®)®)

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 2:46 PM
To: )6
Cc: GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM
Subject: RE: Request from CNN

Good Afternoon Ms. [PX0) |

I work with [©)©) | and wanted to try to answer your questions. In reading the story, you are correct about the
oath of office. That is dictated by law. Our Cadet Honor Code and Honor Qath are not, and to your question on that the
decision (release on the decision and background on the Honor Oath and Honor Code are attached) affects the Honor
Code or the oath of office, it is only for our Cadet Honor Oath.

For questions about the oath of office, | would recommend calling our elected officials.

Bottom line, the oath of office is not an Air Force Academy issue, it's a Congressional issue and it seems many of your
questions surround that. We are only dealing with our Cadet Honor Oath here ... | will contact our Cadet Wing and the
ndividual named below {the officer) to try to get you more on the e-mails, but | understand you're under deadiine.
Please let me know how we can further support. Have a nice day.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

[E70) |




age

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016
Phone:[0)E) |
Fax: {2 |

E-mail:[D)®) |'The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air

Force and leaders for our Nation.”

----- Original Message-----
From:[®)®) |c GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 11:54 AM

To:[0)O) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: FW: Request from CNN

V/R

(0)(6)

//SIGNED//

|{b){61
Chiet, Media Relations Division
U.S. Air Force Academy Directorate of Public Affairs

Colorado Springs, CO 80840-5016
I{b!{ﬁi I

————— Original Message-+---

From:l(b){S) (CNN) [mailto [)X®) |
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 11:25 AM

Tof®)o) | C GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM
Subject: Request from CNN

As discussed, here's the background of my story:

in early August, officer in training Jonathan Bise objected to saying 'so

help me God' at the end of his Commissioning Oath. He contacted a lawyer
with the American Humanist Association who drafted a letter to Bise's
commander saying that forcing him to say the phrase was against his
constitutional right. The commander reversed his decision and Bise was
allowed to omit the phrase at his commissioning ceremony.

On October 2, 2013,[P1©) apparently send




*

'Soon-to-be-Lieutenants’ an email slugged 'INFO: Change to Qath of Office
(Optional "So Help Me, God." to €$21_C14_ALL; C521_C15_AM; CS21_C16_All;
€521_C17 ALL.

The email said: "Bottom line: Don't expect to have any words changed in the
near future.”

The emaii stated that the oath of office is governed by Congressional
oversight and as such would require legislation to be changed. It instructed
readers to contact their Congressional representatives if they felt
passionately about the issue.

On October 3, 2013, Rhett S Hierimeirer sent a foliow up email to the same
group clarifying the first email.

I'm trying to confirm that both emails were in fact sent. If you could, I'd
appreciate a copy of the email so | can make sure that the version | have is
the exact version that was sent and hasn't been altered.

That should be it! | really do appreciate all your help with this.

Emily Smith

One CNN Center, Atlanta, GA

404 827 4663
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USAFA FOIA
o

XE) _ s

From: Maj USAF USAFA USALA/PA |{bJ{6) |

Sent: Monday. Octeber 21, 2013 108 PM

To: Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY

Cc: (0)E) GS 15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM: [PXO) | Ma; USAF
USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE[DNO) |Capt USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY
DU/CVELDXD)  Jciv USAF USAFA USAFA/DS

Subject: FW. tHonor gath?

Signed By: 2 1006883 /84

Good Afterncon Sir.
(b)e) is filing a blog about the Honor Oath situation and Lt Gen
Johnson's note to the MRFC. She extended us the opportunity to issue a
statement in the next 30 mins or s -- here is a draft.

‘We are assessing the situation and have many mission elements, to include
Prep School leadership, the Honor Review Committee and other entities on
hase, working to put together a way ahead."

She will more than likely attribute the statement to me. Pending your
review/edits, we'll get the statement to her. Thank you, Sir ... have a
great afternoon!

(b
V/R o)

(b)) Maj, USAT

Director, Pubiic Affairg
United States Air Force Academy
(b6}

Phone [0)5) | DSN:[RXE) |

Fax:[Bf®) |

E-mail]ib)ie) ]

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and our
nation.”

--Original Message-----

trom: [B)E) |
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 12:d4d FM
To:[BX0) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Re: Honor path?

Ma|.[EXE]], We appreciate your continued cooperation with our requests.
Wouid the academy like to provide us with a comment on the discovery of the
"s0 help me God" poster? We are writing a blog about it. Our question is

this: Given the ongoing issues related 1o religion at the academy, how could
this poster have been allowed to hang there since 19847 The superintendent

1
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telisfe)o) khe has directed that the prep school and others put
together 3 "way ahead." She also says she's directed the Honor Review
Committee to "fix this next week when they meet." And of course, she said

the poster has been removed. Can you illuminate what she meant by way ahead
and fixing this?

(b)(6) senior reporter

The Independent
(D)6}

Office [b)E) ]
CE”'.I{b){S) |

() |

9t
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USAFA FOIA

From: Johnson, Miche!'e D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Sent: Saturday. Octoper 19, 2013 11:02 AM

To: Armacost. Andrew P BrigGen USAF USAFA LSAFA/DR Lengyel Gregory J BrigGen LISAT
USAFA USAFA/CW;wDr USA- USATA USATA/AD; [FTD) Col
USAF LUSAFA USAFA/PL >|{b){6) kol UsaF Lsara 10 ABW/CCIRIO)
B ——]Col USAF AETC 306 FTG/CC [R)0) |Col USAF USAFA LSAFA/CY:
XE) GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Ce: a) LSAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE (00 Maj
USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA BB Mai LiSAF LSAFA USAFA/PA; m
Col USAF USAFA UsAFacwy]®® Col USAT USAFA USAFA/JA, [DIO)
[BXE)_JCiv USAF LSAFA USAFA/DS. [P®) [Col USAT USATA LSATA/HC

Subject: Fw: EXTERNAL: RE USAFA Honor Oath

FYSA

---- Original Message -----

From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Sent: Saturday, October 19, 2013 10:59 AM

To: LEPPER, STEVEN ! Maj Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA; KODLICK, LES A Brig Gen USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA: STENDAHL,
HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA

Cc o)) |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CMBIE) | Maj USAF USAFA usara/pal?® el
USAF USAFA USATA/HC; NOLTA, CHRISTY C SES USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA;|PX0) [ Lt Col USAF HQ USAF
SAF/PA; [P)E) [Col USAF USAFA USATA/IA; YOIO) |
Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; [B1®) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA; VON WALD, CONRAD M SES
USAF AFDW AF/JAA; [RE) J Clv USAF AF/JAA

Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: RE: USAFA Honor Qath

Steve
Thanks very much!
We aim to be consistent with AF & DOO policy and the law. | suppose that goes without saying... :-} mdj

----- Original Message - -

From: LEPPLR, STEVEN J Maj Gen USAF HQ USAF A7/JA [mailto:steven lepper@pentagon.af milj

Sent: Saturday, October 19, 2013 10:43 AM

To: Johnson, Michelle O Lt Gen USAT USAFA USAFA/CC; KODLICK, LES A Brig Gen USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA; STENDALL,
HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC; HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA

C<[BTE) |GS-15 USAF USA=A USAFA/CM/CM[BXET ] Maj USAF LSAFA USAFA/PA: B Fol
USAF USATA USATA/HC; NOLTA, CHRISTY C SES USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA; FD){S) |Lt Col USAF HQ USAF
SAF/PA;|(RXO) |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA; [EXE) |
Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; LR Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA; VON WALD, CONRAD M SES
USAF AFDW AF/IAA, (b6 JCIV USAF AF/)aA

Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: RE: USAFA Honor Qath

Mia'am,

This is the first I've heard of an Honor Dath {we had the Honor Code), but a couple of weeks ago, MRFF complained
about the words "so help me God" that are part of the oath of office. You may remember that case; ¢ talked with
)8  |about it |{b){5) |




(D)%)

Have a great weekend.

W,
Steve

~--Qriginal Message
From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC |mailto:michelle johnson@usafa. edu]
Sent: Saturday, OQctober 19, 2013 10:40 AM Eastern Standard Time
To: KODLICK, LES A Brig Gen USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA; LIPPER, STEV!I N 1 Maj Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA; STENDAHL,

HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC; HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA
Cc: [PE |GS-15 USAF USAFA UsAFA/CM/CM [P0 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA; B ———]Col

USAF USALA USAFATHC. NOLTA, CHRISTY € SES USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA. [010) Lt Col USAF HQ USAF
sar/pa; [P Col USAE USAE ACADEMY DU/CV [T )
[EIE1] M Col USAT USAFA USAFA/IA; [E10) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCY ; [0 |Maj

USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: USAFA Honor Oath

Thanks, Les.
| appreciate your perspective and would welcome MG Lepper's insights.
This Honor Qath, though new to me, has evidently been around since 1984. Interesting 1o consider how many

graduates--and children of graduates- have seen and recited it since then evidently without note or comment {?].l{b)@ |
(b}(5)

Thanks again,
mdj

~-Qriginal Message-----
From: KODLICK, LES A Brig Gen USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA [mailto:les.kodlick@pentagon.af.mili
Sent: Saturday, October 19, 2013 7:54 AM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC; L! PPER, STEVIN ) Maj Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA; ST NDAHL,
HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC;, HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAT AF/JA

Cc:[b)6) JGS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CMEEIET — Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA;[R)IE) Col
USAF USAFA USAFA/HC; NOLTA, CHRISTY C SES USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA; (b)) |Lt Col USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA

Subject: RE: USAFA Haonor Oath

General Johnson
(b}(5)

0)5)

In some cases, commanders over-reacted in an




age o)

effort to 'correct’ the issue, only to infiame the other side. it has been our experience that taking a deliberate, well
thought out approach works best. MRFF will do what they do.

We are ready to assist with whatever you need.

Vr
Les

From: lohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC [mailto:michelle johnson@usafa.edu]

Sent: Friday, October 18, 2013 8:08 PM

To: KOBLICK, LES A Brig Gen USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA

o e (D16 |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM, Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA; BB Col
USAF USAFA USAFA/HC

Subject: EXTERNAL: FW: Honer Qath

Les

G
FYSA; - visited the Prep School yesterday, and saw the cadet Honor Oath posted on the wall. She noted, “so

help me Ged” at the end, and forwarded a picture of it to MRFF.

Thas oath is new to me, but evidentiy came in the cadet honor system in about 1984. We’re going to work the solution
in the next week.

Not sure what action MRFF will take. | did send the email below in response.
Thanks for your support.

mdj

From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Sent: Friday, October 18, 2013 5.53 PM

To: [D)E |

Cc: Lengyel Gregory J BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW;[)X6) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV; Armacost, Andrew P
BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/DF; [EX5] ] Col USAF USAFA USAFA/JA; [P0 |Col USAF USAFA
USAFA/IG; [D)E) Dr USAF USAFA USAFA/AD

Subject: RE: Honor Qath

{b)(6)

Thanks for taking the time to talk with my Vice about this matter. This Honor Oath is one of the new things since my
graduation, evidently in about 1984. Col[P)X®) |was able to bring together the Prep School and other entities cn base to
put together a way ahead, We've already directed the Honor Review Committee to fix this next week when they meet,
The Prep School poster has been taken down,

]t



ot reaards,

[Aichet
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From: [bXxe) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2013 5:01 PM

To: R) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCE
Cc: [T |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX
Subject: FW: CM Forbes Response

Signed By: [©® |

per our discussion, email for the boss to send to the Chief and possibly(?) CM Forbes.

Chief,

The response to the inguiries regarding the Honer Oath from Congressman Bridenstine, co-signed by Congressman
Forbes, is making its way through your LL office. While that happens, | wanted to send a guick synopsis to ensure that
you and Congressmen Forbes were updated as soon as possible.

1) The words “so help me God” have not been removed from the Cadet Honor Qath. In an effort to ensure an
environment that fosters respect and inclusivity, the Honor Review Committee (comprised of 17 voting members; 9 of
which are cadet votes) voted on 22 October to make the last four words optional. The recommendation regarding this
change was presented to me after significant discussion between senior leaders and cadets.

2] The wording of the Honor Oath on the poster that was removed from the USAFA Prep School was inaccurate, and
thus was removed and will not be returned. However, this year’s cadet candidates (CC) have plans to paint a mural
depicting the full Honor Dath and its significance to their development. We helieve this wiil have a long-lasting impact
on this year’s CCs and for years to come.

3}  Regarding the omission of the phrase “So help me God” from the Cadet Oath, the Oath of Office and the

Eniistment Oath in the 2010 to 2013 printings of the Contrails handbook, this was an unintentional editorial oversight
and wiil be corrected in future versions of Contrails beginning in Academic Year 2014-2015.

We trust this information will be helpful to you and to Congressman Forbes and we appreciate feedback as we continue
to prepare officers 10 lead Airmen in defense of our nation.

Respectfully,

Micheile
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—=- . P s
From; [X6) |

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 10:02 AM

To: [R)X6) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: Fw: Air Force Association membership

Dear Superintendent lohnson:

(0)(6)

Mr. the Air Force Association’s Director, suggested | contact you directly.
Please see my message below.

Best regards,
|{b){6) |

----- Forwarded Message - ---
From: [0)6)

To: [b)E)
Cc

(bYE)

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 2:14 PM
Subject: Re: Air Force Association membership

{b)(6)

The Air Force Association is a 501¢3 charitable organization that is totally separate from the Air Force. Qur role is to
advocate for the National Security and to support Airmen and their families. These missions were why Jimmy Dooiittle
created the AFA and John Alison was such an ardent supporter,

While, we would hate to lose your support of our airmen, we cannot intercede to change actions taken by Air Force
organizations. If you are unhappy with this reported action by the Air Force Academy Superintendent, | suggest you
contact the Academy.

Sincerely,

[2)5)

Chairman of the Board

Air Force Association

From: ®)e)

Reply-To: b)) I
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2013 10:54 AM

To: [B)E]

Cc:
{b)E




Subject: Air Force Association membership
Resent-From: <chairman@afa.org>

N (GG

To |AFA Chatrman of the Board

Good afternoon, Chairman|X®)

| first became aware of the Air Force Association when[ibio) the father of one of my co-workers, passed away
in 2011, As you probably know, Mr. [B)E)_]a past President of the AFA, was a highly decorated American combat ace of
World War Il and veteran of the Korean War, and is often cited as the father of Air Force Special Operations.
Appropriately, in his honor, | made a donation to the Air Force Association and have since been a member.

However, it has recently come to my attention that there is a movement to remove the "so help me God" portion from
the Honor QOath of the Air Force Academy. Please be aware that if this happens, solicitations from the AFA, such as the
one from you which | have attached, will not be receiving any financial assistance from me ever again, so it behooves
you to intercede and put an end to this nonsense.

The ringleader of this egregious maneuver to remove God from the Oath is a man who cites the example that when John
Quincy Adams — a very devout Christian himself — took his Presidential Qath, he put his hand on a book of laws, not the
Bible, because he loved the separation of church and state which makes our country great. However, according to NMr.
Adams' own version of his Inauguration, he took the oath upon a volume of law — a volume of Jaw that was based on
Christianity. Adams stated, 'In compliance with an usage coeval with the existence of our Federal Constitution, and
sanctioned by the example of my predecessors in the career upeon which | am about to enter, | appear, my fellow
citizens, in your presence and in that of Heaven to bind myself by the solemnities of religious obligation to the faithful
performance of the duties allotted to me in the station to which | have been called.’

America was founded on God. Qur very Constitution gives us those rights. Now the non-believers are deing their best
to take God out of America to turn it into a Godless country of corruption. How much do we stand for in the name of
"political correctness”? God is with our troops when they are in harm's way, and now they want to take that away from
them. No prayerin schools and no prayers for our soldiers goes against the very grain this great country worked so hard
to achieve.

Best regards,
(0)(6)

daytime telephone [P)0)

Attachment

cc w/attach:

Scott van Cleef, Vice Chairman of the Board, Field Operations Jerry £. White, Vice Chairman of the Board, Aerospate
Education Marvin L. Tooman, Secretary Len Vernamonti, Treasurer Craig R. McKinley, President F. Gavin MacAloon,
President, Central East Region Kevin R. Lewis, President, Donald W. Steele, Sr. Memaorial Chapter Nick Abate. Vice
President, Membership, Donald W. Steele, Sr. Memorial Chapter

691
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From: Col USAF HQ USAF AF/Al [0)O)
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 8:31 AM
To: (b)5) USAF USAFA USAFA/DS
Ce: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: Fw: Air Force Academy may drop ‘God' from oath
Howdy [b)6)
| learn something new every day, which is a good thing.
Can you confirm what Maj®"®  kays below because I've never tatked with and am unaware of this Congressional
role. )

if true, ill stop ciogging up the processes.

Thanis!
I'll figure thus all out eventually!

Respectfully

(b)&)
|{b){6) Col, USAF
Director, USAFA Washington DC Office
(b)®)
Orieinal Message -
|®)E) _
From: Maj USAF AFDW SAF/LL

Sent: Thursday, Qctober 24, 2013 10:21 AM Eastern Standard Time
To:[L)E) | Col USAF HQ USAF AF/Al
Subject: RE: Air Force Academy may drop 'God' from oath

Copy all sir...[ typically go through because he's the Congressional Liaison down there unless his title has changed. He
would typically reach out to whoever would be able to provide me the information. Just trying not to step on anyone's
toes, but I'll take the information from anyone down there that will give it to me.

v/r,
{b)E)

----- Original Message-----

FromP)0) JCol USAF HQ USAF AFfA1

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 10:13 AM

To: [B® Maj USAF AFDW SAF/LL; [EI0) | Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/RRSC
Cc: STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC;[BXE] Lt Col USAF HQ USAF AF/HC; [0X0) |
TSgt USAF HQ USAF AF/HC; [P Lt Col USAF HQ USAF SAF/LL;[P)XO) [col UsAF HQ USAF
AF/IA BB Joiv USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; [BIE)__ |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Re: Air Force Academy may drop 'God’ from oath




— e e e ——————

®X8) | probably best if you work wit )G from PA for this as it was all hashed out yesterday. CSAF is aware and the
AF times story s basically correct--USAFA is assessing a way ahead.

i've cc'd Ms|d)E) i'm mobile and my blackberry won't pull up|b)®) Jemail; can you have him get in touch with LL
on the guestions below.

Thanks all

Col

[>)©) Col, USAF
Director, USAFA Washington DC Office

Pentagon Suite 4D950
[2)5) |

————— Origina! Message -----

From ©)0) Maj USAF AFDW SAF/LL

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 10:03 AM Lastern Standard Time
To: Dahlmann, James W Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/RRSC

cc [0 |col USAF HQ USAF AF/A1; STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF At /HC, [V |t
Col USAF HQ USAF AF/HC, [PX0) [1Sgt USAF HQ USAF AF/HC [®)6) |Lt Col USAF HQ USAF SAF/LL;
[®E) |Col USAF HQ USAF AF/JA

Subject: FW: Air Force Academy may drop 'God’ from cath

0)

Just wanted to et you know we 're going 1o need some details on this quickly. .either corroborating the story or telling us
what really happened.

- What actually caused the inquiry from|X0)

If Lt Gen Johnson did respond in 68 minutes to|b)E) what caused her to respond so quickly?
- What did she say in her response?

What tock place following her response (did she call an emergency huddle to figure out how to deal with this)?
-What is USAFA's way ahead on this issue [(will they remove, so help me God, make it optional or strike the cath)?

SASC PSMs are already inquiring. Would bke to bave the answers as soon as possible, 1o put out the fire before CM
Forbes, Huelskamp, Lamborn or Fleming see the article and start asking questions.

v/,
{b)B)

[
The Air Force Academy is considering dropping the phrase "so help me God’ from its honor oath after the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation {MRFEF) filed a complaint.

The Academy’s Honor Review Committee met Wednesday to review the oath in response to the MRFF complaint, said
Public Affairs Director Maj. [{b)(E)

| ¥4 4
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"They considered a range of options and some of those options wili be presented to Academy leaders and, ultimately,

the Academy Superintendent for a decision,” he said.

"Removing this voluntary affirmation expresses hostility toward religion.”
- [p)e) executive director of the Chaplain Albance for Religious Liberty

The current version of the Academy’s oath reads: “We will not lie, steal or cheat nor tolerate among us anyone who
does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and live honorably, so help me God.”

Last week, the Colorado Springs Independent newspaper pubiished a photograph of a poster at the academy which
included the oath. The newspaper then forwarded the photo to MRFF Presideng()) |

(b)X0) a frequent critic of Christianity in the armed forces, wrote a letter to Academy Superintendent Lt, Gen,
Michelle Johnson.[()(E) said she responded 68 minutes later.

“The Prep School poster has been taken down,” she wrote in an email reply posted by the independent. “We are
assessing the situation and have many mission elements, to include Prep School leadership, the Honor Review
Committee and other entities on base, working to put together a way ahead that is respectful to all perspectives.”
While the poster has been removed, the phrase “so help me God” remains as part of the oath.

(b)) kold the Air Force Times they could either make no change, make the God part optional or strike the entire oath.

“We value an inclusive environment that promotes dignity and respect for all,'{b)5) Lold the newspaper.

() president of the Family Research Council and a Marine Corps veteran, told Fox News it's not about
accommodating those who don’t believe in God.

“That already exists,” he said. “No one is forced to say this. This is about impgsing an atheistic view on everyone so there
can be no recognition of God.”

X0 kaid the incident raises questions about who is in charge of the nation’s military.
“Is it in fact the military chiefs or is i{P)©®) P he asked.

{b)E) executiv{b){b;) “haplain Alliance for Religious Liberty said the incident is “one more example of the

Academy yielding t at the expense of official military policy.”

“Removing this voluntary affirmation expresses hostility toward religion,” [PX6) _|said. “Further, it removes the solemnity
and gravity of the oath, particularly for the many cadets who come from a faith tradition ”
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From: [iR)i6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 626 FM

To: [CXE) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE
Subject: FW: 2 issues

Signed By: b)e)

To my credit, | put in the email that it was the honor oath. Oh well.

[©XE) | Maj, USAF

Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

United States Air Force Academy

(b)(6)

Ph DSN:[L)©)

Cell: [(2)6)

Email: [P©

From:[0)®) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

Sent; Tuesday, November 05, 2013 5:33 PM
ToEX®)

Subject: Re: 2 issues

]

Sir, good to hear from you. | spoke with [2)©)

loop with ABW, but | will double check.

bnd she withdrew her request after talking to you. | thought I closed the

| don't have any background on the contrails issue, but we checked and the iast five issues contain the full honor oath
including "so help me God".

V/R,

Ma[®)O) |
Aide-de-Camp to the Superintendent

Sent from BBl{b){S) |

From: [O10) )




age o)

A

Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 04:56 PM Mountain Standard Time
To{X0) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
Subject: 2 issues

H[EE] Need some info, please. 1.} What's up with a request for[PI®_Jto get an Academy access pass??? m
came to me at the Potice foundation event yesterday and apologized for slow-rolling the request. Not sure | know
what’s up, but | have a feeling it is not a valid or necessary request. Please advise...  and 2.) In a recent follow-up
publication to the “so help me God” fiasco, | was accused by an author of having approved Contrails to remove “SHMG”
from the oath of office as written in the Class of 2014's edition (published in 2010). Can you check a '14 Contrails, as
well as the last couple editions and tell me if it's true that the phrase is absent? I so, I'l track down who made the
decision to delete it!

You guys going to UNM game? If 50, the Supt can expect some drama from, as Fr. Bruno would say, him whose name
we do not speak... Thanks, Mike

Sent from Windows Mail
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T
From: b MSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMP
0)10) |
Sent: Thursday, Qctoher 31, 2013 1:13 PM
To: 16)
Subject:
Signed By:

Please ensure widest dissemination. ..
Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment -- CANCELLED

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Qath of Enlistment MUST READ:
"All Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following oath; I, (State
your full name), do solemniy swear (or affirm) that | will support and
defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that | will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and
that | will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the
orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the
Uniferm Code of Military Justice. So help me God.”

This removes the option to omit the words "So help me God", if desired for
personal reasons.

v/,

Q
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[>X®) | msgt, USAF
Superintendent, Military Persannel
USAF Academy, CO

Comm: [P0 |

DSN: [biB)

Click on the ICE link and tell us how we are doing:
http://ice disa.mil/index.cfm?fa-card&s-393&sp=103108&dep=*DoD

"The infarmation herein is For Official Use Oniy (FOUO) which must be
protected under the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended. Unauthorized disclosure
or misuse of the PERSONAL INFORMATION may result in crimninal and/ar civil
Penalties."

————— Original Message-----

Front AFPC/DPTSF Change Management

Sent: Thursday, Cctober 31, 2013 12.30 PM

To: AFPC/DPTSF FSS (CC, CD, OPS); AFPC/DPTSF MPF CC & MPS Chief; AFPC/DPTSF
Supt (FSS, MPF, MPS]; AFPC/DPTSF MAJCOM Field Activities;

UDG_AFPC_DPTSF PERSCO Ceployed Dlist; UDG_AFPC_DPTSF_ANG Dlist;
UDG_AFPC_DPTSF_AFR Dlist; AFPC/DPTSF Other; 409 AEG Det 2/PERSCO ; 449

Persco,; 768 EABS PERSCO; Capt|®)b) [{AETF-A} ;

[E7E) |

(b)) GS-15 DoD; FSS-CareerDevelopment; FSS-CustomerSuppart;
FSS-EducatignandTraining; FSS-ForceManagement;|{b){6) Capt;

[ IR Lt
Col USAF ACC 455 FG AA/CD[PN0) [MSgt 966 AES PERSCO, MSgt
[©© [capT USN
SOUTHCOM SCJ1 {US) J0X0) [SMSgt USAF AFOSI FSS/DPM; STRATCOM/J13,
3a8; [PX©) [ Maj

Cc:[B)E) EMSgt USAF AFPC DPSOA

Subject: **Action Item** Administrative Change to AFI 36-2606, Reenlistment
in the USAF

TO: MAICOMs, FS5/CCs, MPS/Chiefs, MPS/Supts
SUBJECT: Administrative Change to AFl 36-2606, Reenlistmentin the USAF

1. An administrative change has been posted to AF Publishing site:
http://www e-publishing af mil// <http://www e-publishing.af.mil/> .

2. This admin change canceis paragraph 5.6 as it currently reads to the
language indicated in the referenced announcement. MPS personnel must
immediately download and comply with the change,

3. POC for MPS personnel is AFPC Reenlistments at DSN 665-2090 or email
AFPC/DPSReenlistmentsDlist@us.af. mil.

9T
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From: [©© |cot usar usara usarasa [P0 |

Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 3:18 PM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc [p)6) | Cot USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV;[L)6) |GS-13 USAF
ACADEMY DU/AT;|b)6) iv USAF USAFA USAFA/DS:[E)E) |
i Mzj USAF USAFA USAFA JAZHQ USAFA/IA; [B) [Maj USAF
USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE

Subject: Commissioning Oath & "so help me God"

Attachments; email re oath of office 131003_Redacted pdf

Gen Johnson,

Mr Conrad Von Wald, SES Director of Administrative Law, HQ AF/JAA, and Mr (b)) just called to give me their

legal review of the inclusion of "so help me God" in the commissioning oath. Itis [B)E |
|b)®) ]

(0)(6)

{b)(6) |

(D)%)

| shared with Mr Von Wald the attached email that | helped craft. JAA

0)(5)

i asked for a written opinion but, unfortunately, JAA does not plan to provide one. You, however, may request a written
opinion from Lt Gen Harding {3-star to 3-star).

6
Finally, we also discussed the Honor Code cath/pledge and JAA (o))

[215) |

b))

Very respectfully,

(b)(6)

Colonel, USAF

Staff Judge Advocate
LUSAF Academy
Comm b)) |




|MSgt UsAF

From: [P© |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA €G3/CS21
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 446 PM
To: €521 Cla ALL €521 C15 All; CS21_C16_Al%; CS21 C17 ALL
Cc: [©X6) [Maj usaF UsaFA cw/cs27, [P0
USAFA CW/CS21
Subject: RE INFO' Change to Oath of Office (Optional "So Help Me, God."
Signed By:
Blackjacks,

I would like to clarify what MSgt[®)®)  |sent out yesterday regarding the
Oath of Office.

1t turns out that AF/JA has been working to put together a legal opinion on
this issue because of a question raised by our SJA last April and a recent

case that arose out of Air University regarding the permissibility of

deleting the words “so help me God" in the officer commissioning oath on the
commissioning form. That opinion has not been completed and is considering
the questions whether the written oath, which is set cut in statute, may be
modified in any way and whether the spoken oath at a ceremony must repeat
those words verbatim. AF/JA is not prepared at this moment to definitively
answer either question.

1 did talk to our SJA who pointed out that whether or not you repeat your
commissioning oath verbatim at your ceremony has no legal consequence.
However, your signature on the AF Form 133 is legally binding and JA cannot
advise you to alter the oath {even though others have done so in the past
without consequence).

Our SJA recommends we standby for updates from higher headquarters as they
become available.

Please see me if you have any questions regarding this issue.

Ma[2)®)
CS-21 Blackjacks Air Officer Commanding

From: [57%) |MSgt USAF USAFA CW/CS21

Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 10:45 AM

To: CS21_C14_ALL, CS21_C15_All; CS21_Ci16_All, CS21_C17_ALL

Ce: [0 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA CG3/CS21; [B16) |
J Maj USAF USAFA CW/CS27
Subject: INFO: Change to Qath of Office (Optional "So Help Me, God."

1
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Soon-to-be-Lieutenants,

Bottom Line: Don't expect ta have any words changed in the near future.

You may remember seeing gudance regarding another Commissioning Source out
of Maxwell AFB and an Airman challenging the last sentence in the Officer's

QOath of Office {"So Help Me, God. ') The Airman was allowed to omit the

this statement. | engaged Cadet Personnel earlier this semester regarding

this possible change for those who would prefer to omit this verbiage as

well (bath verbally and on the Form 103  your Commissioning documentation
--where the Oath is written and your signature is required). They had

received no specific guidance. ! also questioned the Chaplain Corps wha

also had received na specific guidance Today, | spoke with the JAG and

have the fallowing information update:

The Air Farce has since rescinded the guidance of amission. The Dath of
Office 1s governed by Congressional Oversight. The wards in the Qath of
Office MUST be said in arder for your Commissioning to be legal.

Legislation is addressing the possibility of change however, due to other
business priorities, who knows when this will be looked at again. If you

are passionate about changing this legislation | encourage you to contact
your Congressional Representatives and let them know how you feel, If you'd
like to discuss this topic further I'm always here.

~p15g {0

Msgt [B0) |

Description: cid:imageG02 jpg@01CAFF32.CF5C97C0

Blackjacks 21 AMT
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From: o)) LtCol USAF USAF CW/CWCH

Sent: Monday, Novlernber 18, 2013 317 PM e

To: {D)E) Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS, |Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/CCA, [0X0) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX; [B)E) Maj USAF
USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE

Subject: Cadet Wing Honor Oath changes

Attachments: Cadet Wing Honor Oath article.pdf

Signed By: [©)E) |

Sir/Ma’am,

The final version of the cadet wing e-mail with all comments from JA/PA/HC/CW are incorporated below. Please iet me
know if there are any further comments. Thank you!

V/R

(G
Lt coi [P

Cadet Wing,

If you have been paying attention to the media you may have heard of changes to the Cadet Wing Honor Oath. To
clarify, no words were removed from the Cadet Wing Henor Code but the last four words (i.e., "so help me God"} are
now optional.  This change was made during our annual Honor Review Committee, which consists of both cadets and
permanent party. 1t is imperative that we respect cadets of all faiths as well as cadets of no faith, hence this change.
The Cadet Wing Honor Oath now reads: "We will not lie, steal, or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does.
Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty, and live honorably (so help me God)." Thanks for all you do, and keep it real.

http://www usafa.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388

Very Respectfully,

c1c[P®

Wing Honor Chairman

S8T
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€S-28 "Badass Blackbirds"

US Air Force Academy

V/R,

[1©) |Lieutenant Colonei, USAF

Assistant Director for Honor

USAFA Center for Character and Leadership Development

(0)(6)

This email may contain information protected under the Privacy Act of 1974. You must safeguard all information
reflected in this e-mail and, if applicable, all attachments. Disclosure of information is AW AFI 33-119, AFI 33-127, AFI
33-129, AF1 37-131, AFI 37-132, and PL 93-579, and is For Official Use Only (FOUQ).
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Final clause in cadet Honor Oath made optional

by May. Brus £. Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.5. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet Honor Oath, and in the spirit
of determining a way ahead that enables ali to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force s Academy has
decided to make the final clause optlional.

"Here at the Acadermny, we work Lo buld a culture of dignity and respect, and that respect includes the
ability of cur cadets, Airmen and civiiian Airmen to freely practice and exercise their religious preference
-- or not," said Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of respect,
cadets may or may not choose ta finish the Honor Qath with 'So help me God ™

‘At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for cur Air Force and leaders for our Nation, so our
focus here continues to be on developing leaders of character,” Johnson said. "This all begins by living
hongrably. The Honor Code and Honor QOath reinforce this fundamental value.”

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who
does,” was formally adopted by the Academy's first graduating class of 1959. 1t is the minimum standard
of conduct which cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Qath,"” for all cadets to take and it is admimistered to
fourth class cadets {freshmen) when they are formally accepted into the Whng at the conclusion of Basic
Cadet Training. Cadets retake the oath at the beginning of every school year. The cath consists of a
statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resclution for cadets to live honorably and reads: "We will
not lie, steal or cheat, nor tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermaore, | resolve to do my duty
and to live honorably, so help me God "

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic Director, Dr. Hans Mueh was a
lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's Chemistry Department.

“In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in widespread allegations of cheating,”
he said. It was so widespread that the superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and
granted amnesty for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous viclations of their
personal honor.

"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of that feedback, the
superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of
Managemenlt, to change the way we administer the Code."

Mueh was a member of that cornmittee. He said the commitiee determined some additional clout was
needed for this oalh, which ali cadets take, so the committee determined the phrase "we will not" was
necessary to begin the code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not tolerate lying,
cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual mandate to live with honor, character and
integrity.

£81



Mueh said that addition led to the fine "and furthermore, | resoive 1o do my duty and live honorably.
"Then, to add more seriousness to the cath, we decided to mirror the commissioning oath and add the
words, 'sa help me, God,'" he said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many priviieges and responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's
waord is accepted as the truth at all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individua! effort
and knowledpe because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honar Code. This adherence extends to
a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected violations of the code. Such confrontations often
result in a simple clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of clear
communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process designed to help them
understand the responsibilities and expectations associated with the Honor Code. Ta emphasize the
magnitude of leading a life of hanor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --
receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same values are inculcated into all
military traiming and extracurricular activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides classroom, seminar,
workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all cadets, beginning when they enter Basic
Cadet Training and this continues each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System, establish a foundation
for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards  honar, physical fitness, academics and military aptitude -- in
order to be a cadet in good standing,” said Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding
each cadet to these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the institution."

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets development as military professionals. It also represents a
broader aspect of ethical maturity which will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the
public trust, bath as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a persanal integrity
able to withstand the rigerous demands placed upon them.

.
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From: b)5) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA BB
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 3'33 PM
To: {0)E) |
Cc: (0)(E) |
Subject: Cadet Honor Qath
Attachments: 146 Final clause of Cadet Honor Oath made opticnal pdf
Signed By: |{b){6) |

Good Afternoon|®i0)

I'm MajorWDirector of Public Affairs at the Air Force's Academy.

l just read your blog about "Sam Johnson, Pete Olson pledge 1o keep "s0 help
me God" in Air Force honor oath,” and per my discussion this afternoon with
{b)e) | wanted to point out that the Cadet Honor Oath remains
unchanged and that clause is still part of the cath.

However, that clause is now optional and cadets can choose to either say it
when they take the oath or not -- it is their individuai choice. Pasted

below is our story on the decision along with a history of both the Cadet
Honor Code and the Cadet Honor Qath {link here:

http://www.usafa.af. mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388) and attached is our
release on the decision to make that part of the cath optional but 1o keep
the oath as is.

As[EXE)_____ ]and | discussed, you might want to reach out to the offices
of these elected officials to inform them that the oath remains unchanged -
seems that is not evidently clear. At any rate, | provide this information

for your situational awareness ... please feel free to ask any questions,
otherwise | hope you have a fantastic day!

Sincerely,

{0)(6)

Jtbs) IMaj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{b)E)

Phone[®® ]

Fax:[BXEr |

E-mail; |©)6) |

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

Final ciause in cadet Honor Oath made optional

by Maj.|b)E]
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Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet
Honar Oath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all 1o
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
final clause optional

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ahility of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not,” said

Lt. Gen Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God."

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character,” Johnson sad. "This all begins by living honorably.
The Hanor Code and Honor Oath reinforce this fundamental value.'

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy's
first graduating class of 1959. It is the minisnum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1884, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Qath,” for ali cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets {freshmen} when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the oath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honar Code, followed by a resolution for
cadets to live honorably and reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resclve to do my duty and
to kve honorably, so help me God.”

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic
Director, Dr. Hans Mugh was a lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's
Chemistry Department.

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating," he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
far a short period of time to allow all cadets to repert previous violations

of their personal honor.

“This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent estabiished an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. lim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code."”

Mueh was a member of thal committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed far this oath, which all cadets take, so the

committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

olerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

2
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mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line "and furthermore, | resolve to do my
duty and live honorably. "Then, to add more sericusness to the gath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning oath and add the words, 'so help me,
God,"™ he said.

The existence of the Honar Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet, A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situaticns.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricutar

activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classrocm, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires 10
produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- hanor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude -- in order to be a cadet in good standing,” said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution.”

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets' development as military
professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,

poth as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them.
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News Reiease # 146
Oct 25 2013

FINAL CLAUSE OF CADET HONOR OATH MADE OPTIONAL

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet Honor Qath. and in the spint of
determining a way ahead that enables all to be true to ther beliefs. the Air Force s Academy has
decided to make the final ciause optional.

‘Here at the Academy. we work to build a culture of dignity and respect. and that respect includes the
ability of our cadets, Armen and civiian Airmen to freely practice and exercise their religious
preference — or not,” said Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson. Academy Superintendent, “So. in the spirit of
respect. cadets may or may not choose to fimish the Honor Oath with ‘'So help me God

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for our Nation, so
our focus here continues to be on developing leaders of character’ General Johnson said. “This all
begins by hiving honorably. The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental vaiue ~

-30-

NOTE: Attached is a history of the Cadet Honor Code and Honor Oath.

"“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Ailr Force and Leaders for our
nation.”
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USAFA FOIA

From: | RG] JCapt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA

Sent: Tuesday, November (05, 2013 10:26 AM

To: DRU_AI; Harmon Hall_Ali

Subject: AF Weekly Announcements {28 Oct - 1 Nov)

Attachments: 1-PSDM 13-102, C¥14 Medical Squadron Commander Matches (126 KB}; 2 -

*UPDATE** PSDM 13-81, Announcement of the 14 - 17 January 2014 Ai... (8.98 KB}, 3

- **Action Item** Administrative Change to AFL 36-2606, Reeni'stment i.. {11.3 KB}; 4 -

***JPDATE ***CY13C Captain Line of the Air Force (LAF) Quarterly Se ... {5.55 KB)
Signed By: {b}(6)

HQ Staff,

Sir/Ma’am, attached are the announcements from the last week that relate to military and civilian members:

1 CY14 Medical Squadron Commander Matches {USAFA has one select that is projected inbound to 10MDSS: Lt Col

{b)(6)

2, The Rated Issues Branch at Headguarters Air Force Military Policy Division
(HQ AF/A1PPR) has approved an extension to UFT applicants seeking ETP
reguests. The new suspense to submit ETP requests is 15 Nav 2013 (previously
31 Oct 2013). Please email afpc.dpalt3@us.af mil with any questions. POC is

AFPC/DPALT email: AFPC.DPALT3@us.af.mil

3. Change to AFl 36-2606, Active Duty Reenlistment Oath — Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment —
CANCELLED. This removes the option to omit the words "So help me God", if desired for personal reasons.

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Qath of Enlistment MUST READ;

"All Airmen enlisting or reeniisting must take the following oath: |, (State your full name), do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that | will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | wili
bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that | will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the

orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me
God.”
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4.  CY13 Captain Line of the Air Force Quarterly Selection Process — changed Para 2: this only applies to IPZ. All APZ
officers will pin on 1 Jan 14, The remainder of this message is unchanged. POC for Promotions: HQ AFPC/DPSOO, DSN

665-2483 email : afpc.dpppo2@us.af.mil. POC for Separations/Retirements. HQ AFPC/DPSOR, DSN 665-2792 email:
afpc.dpsor.retsepbranch@us.af.mil.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns,

[2X©) |capt, USAF

Executive Officer to the Vice Superintendent

I{DJ{S ) I
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Subject: PSDM 13-81, Announcement of the 14 - 17 January 2014 Air Force
Undergraduate Flying Training (UFT} Selection Board
TO: MAJCOMSs, FSS5/CCs, MPS Chiefs/Supts

SUBJECT: PSDM 13-81, Announcement of the 14 - 17 January 2014 Air Force
Undergraduate Flying Training (UFT) Selection Board

1. Air Force Personnel Center will convene the Air Force Undergraduate
Flying Training (UFT) Selection Board on 14 - 17 Jan 2014, to fill fiscal
year {FY) 2014/2015 training requirements in the faltowing categories.

2. PSDM 13-81 has been posted on myPers website:
https://myPers.af.mil/app/answers/detail/a_id/25739

3. POC: AFPC/DPALR, DSN 665-3442, e-mail: AFPC.DPALT3@us.af.mil
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From: {b)(6)

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Signed By:

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status; Flagged

Please ensure widest dissemination..
Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment -- CANCELLED

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment MUST READ:
"All Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following oath: |, (State
your full name), do solemnly swear (or affirm} that | will support and
defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that | will hear true faith and allegiance to the same; and
that | will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the
orders of the officers appeinted over me, according to regulations and the
uritorm Code of Military Justice. So help me God.'

This removes the option to omit the words "So help me God", if desired for
personal reasons.

661
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v/r,

{b)(6)

MSgt, USAF
Superintendent, Military Personnel
USAF Academy, CO
Comm:l{b){S)—I

DSN:|{b){6) |

Click on the ICE link and tell us how we are doing:
http://ice disa.mil/index ¢fm?fazcard&s-39385sp=-103108&dep-*DoD

"The information herein is For Official Use Only (FOUQO} which must be
protected under the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended. Unauthorized disclosure
or misuse of the PERSONAL INFORMATION may result in criminal and/or civil
Penalties "

----- Original Message--- -

From: AFPC/DPTSF Change Management

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 12:30 PM

To: AFPC/DPTSE FSS (CC, CD, OPS); AFPC/DPTSF MPF CC & MPS Chief; AFPC/DPTSF
Supt (FSS, MPF, MPS); AFPC/OPTSF MAJCOM Field Activities;

UDG_AFPC DPTSF PERSCO Deployed Dlist, UDG_AFPC_DPTSF_ANG Dlist;
UDG AFPC_DPTSF_AFR Dlist; AFPC/DPTSF Other; 409 AEG Det 2/PERSCO ; 449
Persco, 768 EABS PERSCO; Capt |{b){6) |{AETF—A} :

 [CHGH |
(b)E) G5-15 DeD; FSS-CareerBevelopment; FSS-CustomerSupport;
FSS-EducationandTraining: FSS-ForceMapagement:[BE__— ] Capt;

[E)E) Lt
Col USAF ACC 495 FG AA/CD;[0)E) [MSgt 966 AES PERSCO; MSgt
6 [ NDU-Ft McNair) [ |capT USN
SOUTHCOM SCJ1 {Us) - [B)E) JSMSgt USAF AFOSI FSS/DPM; STRATCOM/J13,
3ag: [P© Maj

cc: |28 [CMSgt USAF AFPC DPSOA

Subject: **Action fem™** Administrative Change to AFI 36 2606, Reenltistment
in the USAF

TO: MAJCOMSs, FSS/CCs, MPS/Chiefs, MPS/Supts
SUBJECT: Administrative Change to AF| 36 7606, Reenlistment in the USAF

1. An administrative change has been posted to AF Publishing site;
hitp://www.e-publishing.af. mil// <http://www e-publishing.af.mil/> .

2. This admin change cancels paragraph 5.6 as it currently reads to the
language indicated in the referenced announcement. MPS personnel must
immediately download and comply with the change.

00
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3. POC for MPS personnel is AFPC Reenlistments at DSN 665-2090 or email:
AFPC/DPSReenlistmentsDlist@us.af mil.

T0Z
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afpc.dpppo2 @us.af.mil. POC for Separations/Retirements: HQ AFPC/DPSOR, DSN 665-2792 email:
afpc.dpsor.retsepbranch@us.af.mil

The information herein is For Official Use Only (FOUO) which must be protected under the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended. Unauthorized disclosure or misuse of this PERSONAL INFORMATION may result in criminal and/or civil
penalties.

02



age o)

USAFA FOIA

I L
From: ()6 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[CI0) }
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 11:12 AM

To: BB |Col USAF USAFA usaFA/cv{PI®) C'v USAF USAFA USAFA/DS

Cc ) (2GE |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM:|

B)E) |Maj

USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CCA; Im)

Ma; USAF USAF ACADEMY

DU/CCE; [B)1E) |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA; [PX) | Col USAF USAFA
USAFA/HC: KODLICK, LES A Brig Gen USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA; [©XO)

Lt Col USAF HQ USAF U S AIR FORCE HQ/PA

Subject: AF Times Piece on Honor Qath is live
Signed By: [P)0) |
Importance; High

Good Morning Sir/Ma'am,

Although the piece leads with the headeline " Academy may drop or change
honor oath over 'so help me God'," it is balanced and somewhat corrects the

record on Mikey's "68 minutes” victory lap.

Woe couldn't have asked for a better conclusion, which highlights our
"religious tolerance” program and states:

"The MRFF has been a vocal critic of the academy over the iast decade for
allowing evangelical Christian airmen to proselytize their faith to cadets.
The academy is trying to address that, and recently created a religious
tolerance program.

For example, under this program, first-year cadets are taught strategies for
handling someone who is attempting to exert unwanted religious influence,
and seniors who are about to be commissioned as officers are taught how to
promote religious tolerance as commanders.”

| asked them to change to wording to religious respect vice religious
tolerance. The entire story is pasted below and can be linked to here:

http://www.airforcetimes.com/article/20131023/NEWS/310230013/Academy-may-dro
p-change-honor-oath-over-help-me-God-

V/R [B)E)

(b)6) Maj, USAF
Director, Pulilic Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
{b)E)

Pho ne:l{b){S) |

Fax: [F10) |
E-mail: [D)X5) |

S0¢
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"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
{eaders for our Nation.”

The Air Force Academy is considering dropping or changing its honor oath
because it has the phrase "so help me God."

The review is in response to a complaint from the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation, which advocates for the separation of church and state in the
military.

Academy spokesman Maj. Brus Vidal said the Honor Review Committee met Oct.
22 to discuss the cath's wording, but made no decision on whether or how to
alter the 28 words. Vidal said the academy will "develop a way ahead that is
respectful to all perspectives.”

"They considered a range of options and some of those options will be
presented to academy leaders and, ultimately, the academy Superintendent
[Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson] for a decision,” Vidal said. "We value an
inclusive environment that promotes dignity and respect for all."

The academy's honor oath currently reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat
nor tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty
and live honorably, so help me God."

Among the options the committee discussed were making no change to the oath,
making the "so help me God" portion optional, or striking the entire oath.

The Colorado Springs Independent on Oct. 21 posted a picture of a poster at
the academy, which had the oath, including the concluding "s0 help me God"
phrase. It received the photo, along with several others, from the academy
last week when it asked for pictures of the academy preparatory scheol. The
independent said it forwarded the photo to MRFF President Mikey Weinstein,
who complained to the academy's vice superintendent on Oct. 18 about it.

Weinstein said Jjohnson soon wrote back to him and said the honor cath has
had this wording since ahout 1984, and that the poster with the cath has
been taken down. Vidal confirmed the content of Johnson's email.

The MRFF has been a vocal critic of the academy over the last decade for
allowing evangelica! Christian airmen to proselytize their faith to cadets.
The academy is trying to address that, and recently created a religious
tolerance program.

For exampie, under this program, first-year cadets are taught strategles for
handling someone whao is attempting to exert unwanted religious influence,
and seniors who are about to be commissioned as officers are taught how to
promote religious tolerance as commanders.

902
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USAFA FOIA

From; |{b){6)

Sent: T ay, October 22, 2013 10:03 AM

To: o)) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY

Subject: You Are The Most Evil Man in the World
From: [B)6) |

Subject: You Are The Most Evil Man in the World

Date: October 22, 2013 9:07:07 AM MDT

To: Information[®)®) |©© b
M, [2XO) I am the Christian mother of wonderful Christian children and the wife of a Christian Air Force

Officer. We are stationed at the Air Force Academy where my husband proudly serves the Lord, cur Family and our
country. In that order. We belong to a spirit-filled Christian Church in 2 town also shining with the Light of Christ. And
the Word of Christ. Me, my husband and our entire church are just furious at you and your Christian-hating MRFF gang
of trouble-makers. You all just cannot get over yourselves. You think by raising the constitution (small '¢') over the Word
of Christ (Big 'C'} you are doing "good"? You are not. My husband and | saw the Colo. Spgs. independent article. By that
awful athiest lesbian zubeck writer. it was sent out to us by members of our Church Board last evening. As a reminder of
the work of satan which persists here in Colorado Springs and at the Academy. Aided and led by YOU, Mr.
Now you attack the Honor Code at the Academy as you attack all other things sacred in Christ? There is NOTHING wrong
with "So help me God" being sworn to by the cadets when they swear to uphold the Honor Code! Would you prefer
them to swear to satan? Yes we know that you would. Everyone here knows why you attack the Academy over its love
of God and his only begotten son Jesus Christ. Because your own children came here and couldn't cope with an Air Force
Academy where the gentle words of Christ bring hope and ease sorrow for all. You just cannot live and let live if Jesus is
working his Word at the Air Force Academy. You deny the only Lord and Savior to the Air Force Academy because you
are so very evil. We are taught in Church to hate the sin but love the sinner, But you are all sin, Mr J2)6] Our
Church prays your days be few until you meet your father satan.
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From: B8 ]civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 11:00 AM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: [® |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX; [©1©) Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; [B1T) IMa| TSAF USAFA UsaFa/cca @]
[E]Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV;[BIE) Triv USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; Lengyel
Gregory ) BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW

Subject: RE: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

Signed By: BIE) |

Gen Johnson, The context is probably & three part series|b)6) |64, did on the history of the Honor Code in

2004-2005, which was published in Checkpoints {I'll provide copy tol£X8) 1y, [2)X6) lvas a Visiting Scholar for Honor at the
time. He's also published some other articles ref military academy honor codes, with a focus on the toleration clause.
He wrote another article in Checkpoints in 2009 on "The USAFA Cheating Affair of 2004" {article also provided to 515

In this article his conclusions are supportive of the Honor Code and the systems in place.

He notes on the first page of the first article in the series (Fall 2004) that "Most graduates view the Honor System only
from a narrow peephole of four years." And, "Ever since 1965, all substantive changes in the administration and
interpretation of the Henor Code have been in reaction to an incident."

V/R
TX0)

Chief, Development and Alumni Affairs
HQ USAFA/CMA
{}{5)

{b)(6)

DSN: |{b){6)
Cell:

(b)(6)

~~~~~ Original Message--—---
From: Johnsaon, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 9:50 PM

To:[P®]Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CMA

Cc: [OF) IMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCX; [P)E) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;[B)E)
[RXO)____TMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA{DX®) |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV;[EXET_____)Civ USAF USAFA

USAFA/DS; Lengyel Gregory ) BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/CW
Subject: Fw: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

{b){5)
Tenight's AOG Senate was a long rehash of the Honor Qath, with a short burst from the grad below. Do you know the
context for this?
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Thanks,

BXE)

From{X®) |

Sent: Tuesday, Novembher 12, 2013 09:00 PM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Ce: W'_s—ukm USAF USAFA USAFA/CWC; [PX®) | Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CWC;
©)X6)

Subject: your appearance today at the CAS meeting

Gen Johnson

First of all, thank you for attending the CAS meeting today. | was the one who asked you about your opinion regarding
the research being done by [E)E) J'64) regarding compliance with the Honor Code. | must say that | was
disappointed in your answer that you were not familiar with his research. But, yet you spent a lot of time in the
meeting talking about a very superficial honor issue, the use of the “So help me God” phrase in the Henor Oath. And the

fact that you would take time to meet with a nut case likefb)®) | but not take the time to become familiar
with|(®)®) 0 years of research on the Honor Code, causes me to question your priorities.

You mentioned in part of your comments that this is not the same Academy as in '54 or '59 because this is 2013. | don't
understand what is different in 2013 about fundamental concepts of honor, except that we no longer enforce them.
BTW, when | asked Gen Lengyel, the then new commandant of cadets, the same question after his appearance at

CAS, (ie, aboutresearch} Lengyel also said he was not familiar. You mentioned in your comments that
Lengyel is soon to be leaving. | wonder if he has yet become familiar witesearch.

I hope that you will find time in your tenure to address this issue because there are many of us {albeit not a large
percentage) who believe that the Honor Code is the most important part of the cadet experience. We would love to
have it back.

Cordially,

BE—]Col, USAF(Ret), USAFA '67

(b)(6)

Phone:[{b)6) ]
Email:l{b)@ |

My recent article in Checkpoints-fyi

The June 2013 Checkpoints article “An in-depth lock at the state of the Honor Code:”

Another Point of View

This rosy picture of the state of the USAFA Honor Code written by LTC the Assistant Director for Honor at the
Center for Character and Leadership Development {CCLD) is a classic “puff piece” and demands a response. First, how
can anyone claim to offer an “in-depth” look at the Honor Code and never mention any of the recent scandals at USAFA
and fail to mention the only serious research that has ever been done on the results of the Honor Code, especially when
that research is being done by a USAFA graduate? For much of that research, the researcher [0® | usara
‘64, had offices at USAFA and at least some sanction by USAFA officials.

LTC [)X6) |asks, rhetorically, in his opening sentence “SO HOW ARE THINGS WITH THE HONOR CODE?” Rather than
immediately answering the question[EX8)_Jtells us why people are asking. According to[?®)_|the reason is that the
Honor Code is a “symbol of all we envision for the Academy.” | don’t mean to split hairs but some of us remember when
the Honor Code was a “standard” of behavior, not a “symbol,” not a training device. goes on te quote the Code
and the Honor Oath, which was added to the Code in 1984, editorializes that the Oath “goes beyond the Code,”

2
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impiying that the standards at USAFA have been raised even higher. His comment is disingenuous because the facts are
that the Oath was added in the wake of the 1980s cheating scandal, potentially the largest in the history of USAFA.

In point of fact, rather than raise the standards in response to this scandal, USAFA Superintendent[EJ€] Jactually
suspended the Code. Therefore, | would contend the addition of the Oath at this time in our history was a cynical
obfuscation of the true problem at USAFA, the FAILURE, to enforce the Honor Code, Furthermore, this action had a
devastating effect on the perception of the Code. Ever since then, most knowledgeahle people have realized that there
could never be another large scandal at USAFA because the Code would simply never again be enforced against a large
number of cadets. This fact has been admitted to in public by at least one subsequent USAFA superintendent {LG Rosa).
But there is even more dishonesty in the report. proudly states that “Disenrcliments due to honor cases
have DECREASED {emphasis added) to an average of 28 per year since 2004.” Meanwhile, [(b)6) | research
shows that admitted honor violations by cadets while at the Academy have steadily INCREASED over this same period to
the point that the vast majority of recent graduates admit to having committed honor violations. This should not
surprise anyone who sees that disenrollments for honor are steadily falling and that no large number of cadets will ever
again be dismissed for honor. This allegation on my part was proven true less than ten years after the Gen Scott scandal
when a large number of cadets were assumed to be using false IDs to buy liguor in downtown Colorado Springs. Instead
of bringing these cadets to an honor hearing, the commandant at the time, BG Gamble, granted blanket amnesty to the
whole wing. Is it any wonder that today no one seriously believes that any large number of cadets will ever be dismissed
for honor?

Later in his article on the state of the Honor Code LTCstates that the Honor Oath’s meaning was that “USAFA
leadership saw a need to promote a noble aspiration BEYOND ADHERENCE TO THE FOUR PROHIBITIONS OF THE CODE”
{emphasis added). This is cynicism at its height. Later in the article again makes this disingenuous comment when
he says “It’s increasingly clear, however, that we must not limit our cadets to an appreciation of enly the four traditional
prohibitions of the Code.” The fact is that, those four prohibitions are actually a very high standard and that, if USAFA
were actually enforcing those standards, there would be no need for the kind of obfuscating pabulum in the Honor Cath
or for any of the 20 plus seminars, courses, round tables, etc. that are now part of the CCLD. It is important to note that
the converse of this statement is also true: If we will not aggressively enforce those four prohibitions, there are not
enough seminars, courses, round tables, or obfuscating pabulum like the Honor Oath that can save us.

Because my comments are quite critical | should remind the reader that | believe the Honor Code to be the most
important part of my USAFA experience. | value it highly and | think we are losing it. 1 realize that my comments do not
sound like the rosy picture painted by LTC[EXE Jobut | will leave it for the reader to decide which one of us has the more
accurate picture,
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USAFA FOIA
————
From: Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA <[b)0)
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 2:32 PM
To:
Subject: RE: MRFF billboard
Signed By: (©Xxo) } 1006883784
Good Afternoon [(b)®)
| just read your post on this issue and | have a couple of points. First,
is our info going to make it in for context?
Second, your article states:
"After MRFF President [b)©) |in October objected to the inclusion

of the phrase "so help me God" in the academy's honor oath, the academy
decided to make reciting that part optionat. But said that by not
completely excising the clause, the oath still violates the Canstitution's
guarantee that no one shall be subjected to a religious test to hold a

public office. "It was pretty cbvious the Air Force Academy was going to
continue in its noxiously unconstitutional way of including 'so help me
God,"[BE)]__Jsaid. "It's something that is completely illegal and

unlawful. It marginalizes, it dehumanizes, it offends and it tramples on the
essence of the Constitution." had harsh words for Academy
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson's decision not to completely remove
the clause. "She is the fourth superintendent we've met with [since MRFF
was founded in 2004), and she seems to be the worst of all" in terms of her
willingness to engage MRFF on their concerns, [D)E) ]said. [2X©) |
said he would not object to cadets choosing on their own to add "so help me
God"” to the honor oath, But making it optional is not good enough, he said,
because airmen who chose not to say it would feel pressure to do so."

Did you ask him why he is flip-flopping on the issue, per chance? lust over
a week ago, he told Mt the Coto Springs Gazette that he would
settle, though, for "so help me God" to become optional (link below w/out
quote, quote was in printed version). Why the flip-flop?

http://gazette.com/foundation-protesting-so-help-me-god-in-air-force-academy
-pledge/article/1508149

Thanks in advance for including cur information for balance and context and

I'll be curious to know what the answer is if you ask this question. Take

Sincerely,

(0)(6)

Maj, USAF
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Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy
(0)(6)

Phone: |V | DSN: [©)©)

Fax:|®)Xe)

E-mait: [O) |

"“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

----- Original Message-----

From:l{b){B)
Sent; Wedne November 06, 2013 1:23 PM
To:|PX0) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: MRFF hillboard

Thank you for this, [B]E) JPoes the academy have any comment on the billboard
specifically?

(0)(6)

——-0Original Message-—---

From: [P JMaj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto:[O®
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 3:20 PM
To: [©)XE) '
Subject: RE: MRFF billboard

Greetings {b)(©)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this and, quite frankly, correct
the record on some issues.

First, the Cadet Honor Qath remains unchanged. However, in the spirit
enabling all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy made the
final clause optional - cadets can choose to say that final clause or not.

Second, it seems the MRFF is confusing the facts and also does not
understand the difference between 1) the commissioning Oath of Office, 2)
the Cadet Honor Code, and 3) the Cadet Honor Oath, which remains unchanged.

Finally, and most importantly, | refer you to the MRFF's mission statement
and the apparent disagreement of its fundamentals with the final clause in
the Cadet Honor Oath as optional, thereby allowing all to be true to their
beliefs, whatever those beliefs are.

To help define the differences in the Cadet Honor Code and Cadet Honor Oath,
| refer you to our story about the Cadet Honor Code and Honor Oath - you
might want to pass it along to them since they seem to be unclear on the

facts and, specifically, that the Cadet Honor Oath was not changed -- we
simply made the final clause optional, which is directly in line with the

MRFF's mission statement to ensure "that all members of the United States

2
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Armed Forces fully receive the Constitutional guarantees of religious
freedom."

Here is the link and the story:
http://www.usafa.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388
Final clause in cadet Honor Oath made optional

by Maj. Brus t. Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- After reviewing the Cadet
Honor Oath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
final clause optional.

“Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God."

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character," Johnson said. "This all begins by living honorably.
The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental value."

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does,” was formally adopted by the Academy's
first graduating class of 1959. It is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath,"” for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen} when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the oath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for

cadets to live honarably and reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and
to live honorably, so help me God."

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic Director,
Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's Chemistry
Department.

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating," he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous violations

of their personal honor.
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"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code."

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, so the

committee determined the phrase "we will not” was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line "and furthermore, | resoclve to do my
duty and live honorably, "Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning oath and add the words, 'so help me,
God,"" he said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude -- in order to be a cadet in good standing," said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution.”

The Honor Code is a vitat part of cadets' development as military
professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which

4
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will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,
both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

{b)(6) Maj, USAF

Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy
{b)E)

Phone:[2)) | DSNY®IE)
Fax: [PX®)
E-rnail:[b}E) |

“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

From:{(bX6) |
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 11:20 AM

To {BE) aj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: MRFF billboard

We are prabably going to post a story soon, but will add your comment as
soon as it arrives. Thanks,

(b))

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: [(2)5) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto:[B)E]

Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 1:15 PM
To:[R)E) |
Subject: RE: MRFF billbeard

Hello

I'm about to leave for a meeting, would it be acceptable to get back w/you
in a couple hours? Thanks.

Sincerely,

b)(6)

|{b){6) , Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
(b)i6)

Phone: |{b){6) | DSN:l{b){S) |




Page 10 of 83

Fax;[PX6)

E-mail: [PX6) |
"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

----- Qriginal Message-——

From: [(2)0) |
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 11:06 AM
To:|<bl{6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject; MRFF billboard

Hi [bl{

|{b){6) |just called me about the billboard they put up near the

academy on the gath thing. Does the academy have any comment on this?

(0)(6)
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From: el Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [B10)
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 1:20 PM

To: {b)B)

Subject: RE: MRFF Billboard

Signed By: VIDAL.BRUS EDWARD.1006883784

Greetings

Thank yeu for the opportunity to comment on this and, quite frankly, correct
the record on some issues.

First, the Cadet Honor Oath remains unchanged. However, in the spirit
enabling all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy made the
final clause optional - cadets can choose to say that final clause or not.

Second, it seems the MRFF is confusing the facts and also does not
understand the difference between 1) the commissioning Oath of Office, 2}
the Cadet Honor Code, and 3} the Cadet Honor Qath, which remains unchanged.

Finally, and most importantly, | refer you to the MRFF's mission statement
and the apparent disagreement of its fundamentals with the final clause in
the Cadet Honor Oath as optional, thereby allowing all to be true to their
beliefs, whatever those beliefs are.

To help define the differences in the Cadet Honor Code and Cadet Honor Qath,
| refer you to our story about the Cadet Honoer Code and Honor Oath - you
might want to pass it along to them since they seem to be unclear on the

facts and, specifically, that the Cadet Honor Oath was not changed -- we
simply made the final clause optional, which is directly in line with the

MRFF's mission statement to ensure "that all members of the United States
Armed Forces fully receive the Constitutional guarantees of religious
freedom.”

Here is the link and the story:
http://www.usafa.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388
Final clause in cadet Honor Qath made optional

by Maj. Brus E. Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- After reviewing the Cadet
Henor Qath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
final clause opticnal.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and

1
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that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God."™

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character,” Johnson said. “This all begins by living honorably.
The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental value."

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does,” was formally adopted by the Academy'’s
first graduating class of 1959. It is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath," for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the oath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for

cadets to live honorably and reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and
to live honorably, so help me God."

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic Director,
Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant colanel assigned to the Academy's Chemistry
Department.

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating," he said. it was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time te allow all cadets to report previcus violations

of their personal honor.

"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, ta change the way we
administer the Code."

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, so the

committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line “and furthermore, | resolve to do my
duty and live honorably. "Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning oath and add the words, 'so help me,
God,"" he said.
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The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
respensibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to canfront other cadets on suspected
violations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
estabtish a foundation for the “leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fithess, academics
and military aptitude -- in order to be a cadet in good standing," said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution."

The Honor Code is & vital part of cadets' development as military
professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,

both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them.

Sincerely,

{b)(6)

{b)(6) Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
(GG

Phone: | 2X°) oSN ]

Faxi{b)@ |

E-mail: [BiE) ]

“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."




Page 14 of 55

————— Original Message-----

From{©)®)

Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 11:20 AM
To: |<b1<6'1 IMa j USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: RE: MRFF billboard

We are probably going to post a story soon, but will add your comment as
soon as it arrives. Thanks,

(b)(6)

—

----- Original Message--—---
From:[)®) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [mailto{®)®)

Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 1:15 PM
To: [P |
Subject: RE: MRFF billboard

Hello [(b)E)

I'm about to leave for a meeting, would it be acceptable to get back w/you
in a couple hours? Thanks.

Sincerely,

B10) Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy

(b){E)

Fhone:[B)6) ] DSN:FB% |

Fax: [R)®)

E-mail:[?)©) |

“The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

----- Original Message-----
From:[)®) |
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 11:06 AM

To:[BF)____|Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: MRFF bitlboard

HiEE ]

[©)6) [just called me about the billboard they put up near the
academy on the path thing. Does the acaderny have any comment on this?

4
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USAFA FOIA
o e e
From: (b)) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA 4©)°)
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 11:54 AM
To: I{b)(ﬁl I
Cc: USAFA/PAM {(Media)
Subject: RE: FOX NEWS CHANNEL INQUIRY
Attachments: 146 Final clause of Cadet Honor Oath made optional.pdf
Signed By: (b)0)

Good Afternoon Mr b))

It seems there may be some confusion with those members of Congress. Bottom
line: the cath remains unchanged.

You might want to ask them about it after you read the below story that
details the history of the Cadet Honor Code, the Cadet Honor Qath and the
Academy's decision to leave the final clause in the Cadet Honor Oath but
make it optional. If I'm one of 4,000 cadets who take the oath, it is my
choice to say "so help me God" or not!

Hopefully this story clears the confusion up ... the first three paragraphs
are the statement we released when the decision was made {release also
attached). You can attribute this info to me. Please let me know if you
need anything else, and have a great day!

Sincerely,

{b){6) Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
(b)(6)

Phone:l(b){b‘) | DSN: [(b)E) |
—

Fax{®)®)
E-mail; [1®)
"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

http://www.usafa.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388
Final clause in cadet Honor Oath made optional

by Maj. Brus E. Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - LI.5. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet

1
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Honor Cath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
final clause optionai.

"Here at the Academy, we waork to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelte D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God.™

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character,” Johnson said. "This all begins by living honorably.
The Honor Code and Honor Oath reinforce this fundamental value.”

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy's
first graduating class of 1959. It is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Qath," for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the cath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for
cadets to live honarably and reads; "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate amang us anyone who does. Furthermore, | resolve to do my duty and
to live honorably, so help me God."

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic
Director, Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's
Chemistry Department.

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating," he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous violations

of their personal honor.

"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code,"

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, 50 the

committee determined the phrase "we will not"” was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

mandate to live with henor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line "and furthermore, | resolve to do my

2
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duty and live honorably. "Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning oath and add the words, 'so help me,
God," he said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

afl times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude -- in crder to be a cadet in good standing," said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution.”

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets' development as military
professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,

both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them.

From: USAFA/PAM (Media)
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 11:43 AM

To: [P0 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: FW: FOX NEWS CHANNEL INQUIRY
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————— Original Message---—

From: (0)(®)

Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 11:08 AM
To: USAFA/PAM (Media)

Subject: FOX NEWS CHANNEL INQUIRY

Nearly two dozen members of Congress have expressed cancern that the phrase
"so help me god" was removed from the Cadet's Oath of Allegiance, the Oath
of Office for Officers and the Oath of Enlistment.

Can the Academy confirm or deny that allegation?

If the phrase was removed, could you explain why it was removed and when?

Thanks,

Fox News

b))
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4 News Release

A
N7 United States Air Force
«Qr

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY PUBLIC AFFAIRS, USAF ACADEMY, CO 80840
www. usafa.afmil (719)333-7731

News Release # 146
Oct. 25, 2013

FINAL CLAUSE OF CADET HONOR OATH MADE OPTIONAL

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — After reviewing the Cadet Honor Qath, and in the spirit of
determining a way ahead that enables all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has
decided to make the final clause optional.

“Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and that respect includes the
ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen to freely practice and exercise their religious
preference — or not,” said Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. “So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help me God.’

“At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for our Nation, so

our focus here continues to be on developing leaders of character” General Johnson said. “This all
begins by living honorably. The Heonor Code and Honer Qath reinforce this fundamental value.”

-30-

NOTE: Attached is a history of the Cadet Honor Code and Honor Oath.

"The Air Force's Academy, preoducing lieutenants for ocur Air Force and Leaders for our
nation. "
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From: [2© | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA <7D

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 10:58 AM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Ce: [P®)  ]col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY; [2XO) IMaj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;[B)E) IMaj USAF USAFA usara/cca PO ]
[Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

Signed By: BE |

To)

----- Criginal Message-----

From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
[mailto:michelle johnson@usafa.edu]

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 10:24 AM

To: [0)E) |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA
Ce: [B)E) | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV; [B)E) | Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;'(b){S) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA[L)E)

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

----- Criginal Message-----
From; [2)6) |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/JIA
[mailto[B)6) ]

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 8:25 AM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

cofP® _____]Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CY; [PY®) | Maj us
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; [2)5) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA

[(OMaj usar USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA QOath

Gen Johnson,
{b}5)
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0)(5)

(0)(5) [ More to follow, but it will take some time
to fully coord with other services and DOD. Appreciate any other feedback
you may get from TJAG or CSAF this week.

Very respectfully,
(D)(E)

From; ol USAF USAFA USAFA/JA
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 8:13 PM
To: lohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: [E® ]
|{b){6) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Dath

Thank you, Gen Johnson. [PX°)

b))

{D)E) [
talk to them again on Monday.

V/r
(b}(6)

----- Original Message -----

From: Johnsen, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
[mailto:michelle.johnson@usafa.edu])

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 07:33 PM

To: [bi6) ] Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA

Ce: [0)E) ol USAF USAFA USAFA/CV {B)E) |
)5 |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE {®)®)
[BIE)_ |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA < ;
(b)) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Fw: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

FYSA

————— Original Message -----

From: Welsh, Mark A [l Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

[mailto:mark.welsh@pentagon.af.mil]

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 01:47 PM

To: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA; STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen
USAF AF/HC

Cc: HO t Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF
AF/CV; i{b)@ kol USAF HQ USAF AF/CC; Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen

USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

aicn 7O |
|{b){5) |




Page 23 of 55

{b)E) |
B0 |- but | should probably know better than to think! r/mark

————— Origiqal Message-----

From: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 12:27 PM

To: Welsh, Mark A Il Gen MIL USAF AF/CC; STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF
AF/HC

Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF
AF/CV; Col USAF HQ USAF AF/CC

Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Dath
Chief,

WILCO.

0)o)

Both CNN and NBC are reporting that USAFA leadership has decided to make the
honor code oath's phrase, "so help me God," optional.

VR, Rich

----- Criginal Message -----

From: Welsh, Mark A )ll Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

Sent: Friday, Gctober 25, 2013 11:46 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC; HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ
USAF AF/JA

Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF

AF/Cv; [P0 Col USAF HQ USAF AF/CC
Subject: FW. EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

b))
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0)5)

{B)6) |- track pls. Thanks! r/mark

From: [{b}{5) |
Sent: Friday, Cctober 25, 2013 5:17 FM

To: Welsh, Mark A (Il Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

Cc: MGen John Miller

Subject: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

To: General Mark Welsh

Chief of Staff, USAF

Subject: USAF Academy Oath
Oct 25, 2013

Sir:

As a retired Air Force Officer and former Wing Commander, {'m writing to you
to express my deep distress at the recent decision by the Academy
Superintendent to allow the reference "so help me Ged." to be optional when
taking an oath.

I've never been a religious fanatic and at times had to council those under
me about an individual's freedom of choice and application of religion as
they apply to officer conduct. However, my faith in God, wither he be
Lutheran {my choice by birth}, Catholic (my wife's practice), or Jewish (I
was exposed 1o a good bit of Jewish life and culture while growing up. That
was an intentional choice of my father who helped liberate the Nazi death
Camps), has been affirmed in combat and is unshakable.

To delete reference to God when taking an oath negates the validity and
purpose of intent in taking an oath in the first place, which is why those
words were added te the Honor Oath. This is certainly what our Founding
Fathers intended as stated by General George Washington:

"The Hand of providence has been so conspicucus in alt this, that he must be
worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked, that has not
gratitude encugh to acknowledge his obligations.” - George Washington (1778)

Cver the past few years | have observed a wave of Political Correctness
which has simply gotten out of hand. | even noted yesterday that those
testifying before Congress were no longer including "so help me God.” in
their caths. I'm sure the Superintendent's change was made with all good

4
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intention, however that doesn't make it right.

From former Heritage president Ed Feulner: "[T]he Founders' attitude toward
religion is widely misunderstood. A major source of confusion is the phrase
'separation of church and state,’ used by President Thomas Jefferson in an
1802 letter to the Danbury Baptist Association of Connecticut. Many have
interpreted this phrase to mean that religion should be entirely personal,
kept out of schoels and other public institutions. However, as Heritage
scholar Jennifer Marshall has argued, this interpretation is incorrect:
'Jefferson wanted to protect states’ freedom of religion from federal
government control and religious groups' freedom to tend to their internal
matters of faith and practice without government interference generally.'
America's Founding Fathers did not want the government to impose a
government-sponsored church on all Americans. Neither did they seek to
confine religion to a separate, private sphere of life. On the contrary,

they believed that religion had a vital and enduring role to play in the
public affairs of the new American Republic."

To change the culture and heritage of our Air Force by allowing reference to
God when giving an oath to be a matter of individual preference is folly and
demeans us all. | strongly urge you sit, to reverse this decision and stand

up for what is right though perhaps not politically correct.

| apologize for writing to you directly but | was unable to find an address

for anyone in the leadership at the Academy. Apparently we don't post
e-mail addresses for public access anymare.

Very Respectfully,

{b)(6)

Col. USAF Retired

|{b){6)

Col, USAF (Ret)
TX0)
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GG —=

From: Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA 40X0) |

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 825 AM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: (XE) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV; [EI8] Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;[B)E) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA; [DX6)
E Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Cath

Gen Johnson,

B B

|{b){5) | More to follow, but it will take some time to fully coord with other services and DOD. Appreciate

any other feedback you may get from TJAG or CSAF this week.

Very respectfully,
(D)E)

From:|bis) |Coi USAF USAFA USAFA/JA

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 8:18 PM

To: Jlohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cef0X6) JUSAF USAFA
USAFA/PA

Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Thank you, Gen Johnson, [P)X®) |
[B)5) |
|{b){5) I'll talk to them again on Monday.

V/r
(b)(6)

----- QOriginal Message ---—
From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC [mailto:michelle johnson@usafa.edu]
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 07:33 PM

To{®X®) Kol USAF USAFA USAFA/JA

ce: [P Lol USAF USAFA USAFA/CY {210 |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ
usafa/CCE {21 [V1aj USAF USAFA USAFAJCCA

% [ Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Fw: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

FYSA
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----- Original Message -----

From: Welsh, Mark A [l Gen MIL USAF AF/CC [mailto:mark.welsh@pentagon.af.mil]

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 (01:47 PM

To: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA; STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC

Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/CV; |{b1{61 |COI USAF HQ
USAF AF/CC; Jlohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Rich [

0))

@) | but | should probably know better than to think! r/mark

--—~Qriginal Message-—---

From: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/IA

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 12:27 PM

To: Welsh, Mark A 1l Gen MIL. USAF AF/CC; STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC

Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/Cv; [P)©) [Col USAF HQ
USAF AF/CC

Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Chief,

WILCO.

0))

Both CNN and NBC are reporting that USAFA leadership has decided to make the honor cede oath's phrase, "so help me
God," optional.

VR, Rich

----- Original Message -----

From: Welsh, Mark A 1l Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 11:46 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC; HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ_USAF AE/JA

Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/cv; [P0 Col USAF HQ
USAF AF/CC

Subject: FW: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Dath

L))
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0)(5)

(0)6) |- track pls. Thanks! r/mark

From;[b)E) |
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 5:17 PM

To: Welsh, Mark A Il Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

Cc; MGen John Miller

Subject: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

To: General Mark Welsh

Chief of Staff, USAF

Subject: USAF Academy QOath
Oct 25, 2013

Sir;

As a retired Air Force QOfficer and former Wing Commander, I'm writing to you to express my deep distress at the recent
decision by the Academy Superintendent to allow the reference "“so help me God." te be optional when taking an cath.

I've never been a religious fanatic and at times had te council those under me about an individual's freedom of choice
and application of religion as they apply to officer conduct. However, my faith in God, wither he be Lutheran {my choice
by birth), Catholic {my wife's practice}, or Jewish {| was exposed to a good bit of Jewish life and culture while growing up.
That was an intentional choice of my father who helped liberate the Nazi death Camps), has been affirmed in combat
and is unshakable.

To delete reference to God when taking an oath negates the validity and purpose of intent in taking an oath in the first
place, which is why those

words were added to the Honor Oath. This is certainiy what our Founding

Fathers intended as stated by General George Washington:

"The Hand of providence has been so conspicuous in all this, that he must be warse than an infidel that lacks faith, and
more than wicked, that has not gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations.” - George Washington (1778}

Over the past few years | have observed a wave of Political Correctness

which has simply gotten out of hand. | even noted yesterday that those

testifying before Congress were no longer including "so hetp me God." in their caths. I'm sure the Superintendent's
change was made with all good intention, however that doesn't make it right.

From former Heritage president Ed Feulner: "[T]he Founders' attitude toward religion is widely misunderstood. A major
source of confusion is the phrase 'separation of church and state,’ used by President Thomas lefferson in an
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1802 letter to the Danbury Baptist Association of Connecticut. Many have interpreted this phrase to mean that religion
should be entirely personal, kept cut of schoois and other public institutions. However, as Heritage scholar Jennifer
Marshall has argued, this interpretation is incorrect;

'Jefferson wanted to protect states' freedom of religion from federal government control and religious groups' freedom
to tend to their internal matters of faith and practice without government interference generally.'

America's Founding Fathers did not want the government to impose a government-sponsored church on all Americans.
Neither did they seek to confine religion to a separate, private sphere of life. On the contrary, they believed that religion
had a vital and enduring role to play in the public affairs of the new American Republic.”

To change the culture and heritage of our Air Force by allowing reference to God when giving an oath to be a matter of
individuat preference is folly and demeans us all. | strongly urge you sir, to reverse this decision and stand up for what is
right though perhaps not politically correct.

| apologize for writing to you directly but | was unable to find an address

for anyone in the leadership at the Academy. Apparently we don't post
e-mail addresses for public access anymore.

Very Respectfully,

{b)(6)

Col. USAF Retired

BE)
Col, USAF {Ret)
e
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From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 10:24 AM

To: [2)0) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA

Cc: ®)E) Tol USAF USAFA USAFA/Cv:[PXO) [Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; [b)6) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA; m
[(Jmaj usar usaFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Signed By: michelle johnson@us.af. mi

Thanks, [P/ Copy all. Seems the standing of our Honor Qath is different
in that it does entail a change in military status like commissioning. Is
that how you see it? mdj

----- Original Message-----

From: [ ol USAF USAFA USAFA/JA
[mailto]®X®)
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 8:25 AM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

ce: [PX® kcol USAF USAFA USAFA/CV;[EXE) Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCEJR)XO) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA,; [E)1®)

Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

Gen Johnson,
(b}(5)

-l{b){S) [ More to follow, but it will take some time
to tully coord with other services and DOD. Appreciate any other feedhack
you may get from TJIAG or CSAF this week.

Very respectfully,
{b)i6)

From:l{b){ﬁ) |M Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 8:18 PM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Ce: |6 ]
[BE_ ]Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath




Page 31 of 63

Thank you, Gen Johnson. [P} |
(b))

(0)5) JTH
talk to them again on Monday.

V/ir
{b)(6)

————— Original Message -----

From: lohnsen, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
[mailto:michelle.jochnson@usafa.edu]

Sent-Saturday Octaher 26, 2013 07:33 PM

T Col USAF USAFA USAFA/JA

Ce: fo® [Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV {X0)
[BX®)  Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCHBIE)
| S [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/CCA
[BXS) [Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Fw: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Qath

FYSA

————— Original Message -----

From: Welsh, Mark A Ill Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

{mailto:mark.welsh@pentagon.af.mil]

Sent; Saturday, October 26, 2013 01:47 PM

To: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA; STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen

USAF AF/HC
Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF
AF/CV; [DX©) [Col USAF HQ USAF AF/CC; Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen

USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

Rich -{0)®) |

b))

[2)5) }- but | should probably know better than to think! r/mark

From: HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ USAF AF/JA
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 12:27 PM
Ta: Welsh, Mark A ill Gen MIL USAF AF/CC; STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF

AF/HC
Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF
AF/CV;[EHE) | Col USAF HQ USAF AF/CC

Subject: Re; EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath
Chief,

WILCO.
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0)o)

Both CNN and NBC are reporting that USAFA leadership has decided to make the
honor code cath's phrase, "so help me God,” optional.

VR, Rich

----- Original Message ---—-

From: Welsh, Mark A Ill Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

Sent: Friday, Octcber 25, 2013 11:46 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: STENDAHL, HOWARD D Maj Gen USAF AF/HC; HARDING, RICHARD C Lt Gen USAF HQ
USAF AF/IA

Cc: HOOG, STEPHEN L Lt Gen USAF AF/CVA; SPENCER, LARRY Gen USAF HQ USAF

AF/CV;[®)E) [Col USAF HQ USAF AF/CC
Subject: FW: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath
(D)5)
|{b){5) | Thanks! r/mark

{0)6) |-- track pls. Thanks! r/mark

From: [(2)6) |
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 5:17 PM

To: Welsh, Mark A& Il Gen MIL USAF AF/CC

Cc: MGen John Miller

Subject: EXTERNAL: Change in the AFA Oath

To: General Mark Welsh
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Chief of Staff, USAF

Subject: USAF Academy Qath
QOct 25,2013

Sir:

As a retired Air Force Officer and former Wing Commander, I'm writing to you
to express my deep distress at the recent decision by the Academy
Superintendent to aliow the reference "so help me God." to be optional when
taking an oath.

I've never been a religious fanatic and at times had to council those under
me about an individual's freedom of choice and application of religion as
they apply to officer conduct. However, my faith in God, wither he be
Lutheran {my choice by birth), Catholic imy wife's practice), or Jewish (|
was exposed to a good bit of Jewish life and culture while growing up. That
was an intentional choice of my father who helped liberate the Nazi death
Camps), has been affirmed in combat and is unshakable.

To delete reference to God when taking an oath negates the validity and
purpose of intent in taking an eath in the first place, which is why those
words were added to the Honor Qath. This is certainly what our Founding
Fathers intended as stated by General George Washington:

"The Hand of providence has been so conspicuous in all this, that he must be
worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked, that has not
gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations." - George Washington {1778)

Over the past few years | have chserved a wave of Political Correctness
which has simply gotten out of hand. | even noted yesterday that those
testifying before Congress were ne longer including "so help me God." in
their caths. I'm sure the Superintendent's change was made with all goed
intention, however that doesn't make it right.

From former Heritage president Ed Feulner; "[T}he Founders' attitude toward
religion is widely misunderstood. A major source of confusion is the phrase
‘separation of church and state,’ used by President Thomas Jefferson in an
1802 letter tc the Danbury Baptist Association of Connecticut. Many have
interpreted this phrase to mean that religion should be entirely personal,
kept out of schools and other public institutions. However, as Heritage
scholar lennifer Marshall has argued, this interpretation is incorrect:
‘lefferson wanted to protect states' freedom of religion frem federal
government contrel and religious groups' freedom to tend to their internal
matters of faith and practice without government interference generally.'
America's Founding Fathers did not want the government to impose a
government-sponsored church on all Americans. Neither did they seek to
confine religion to a separate, private sphere of life. On the contrary,

they believed that religion had a vital and enduring role to play in the

4
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public affairs of the new American Republic.”

To change the culture and heritage of our Air Force by allowing reference to
God when giving an oath to be a matter of individual preference is folly and
demeans us all. I strongly urge you sir, to reverse this decision and stand
up for what is right though perhaps not politically correct.

I apologize for writing to you directly but | was unable to find an address

for anyone in the leadership at the Academy. Apparently we don't post
e-mait addresses for public access anymore.

Very Respectfully,

(b))

Col. USAF Retired

(b)(6)
Col, USAF (Ret)
(b))
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USAFA FOIA
From: (0)e) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA [BXE)
Sent: ovember 06, 2013 1:20 PM
T {}{5)
o:
Subject: RE: Comment?
Signed By: |{b){6) |1006883784

Greetings |'£)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this and, quite frankly, correct
the record on some issues.

First, the Cadet Honor Oath remains unchanged. However, in the spirit
enabling all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy made the
final clause optional - cadets can choose to say that final clause or not.

Second, it seems the MRFF is confusing the facts and also does not
understand the difference between 1} the commissioning Oath of Office, 2)
the Cadet Honor Code, and 3) the Cadet Honor Oath, which remains unchanged.

Finally, and most importantly, { refer you to the MRFF's mission statement
and the apparent disagreement of its fundamentals with the final clause in
the Cadet Honor Oath as optional, thereby allowing all to be true to their
heliefs, whatever those beliefs are.

To help define the differences in the Cadet Honor Code and Cadet Honor Oath,
i refer you to our story about the Cadet Honor Cede and Honor Oath - you
might want to pass it along to them since they seem to be unclear on the

facts and, specifically, that the Cadet Honor QOath was not changed -- we
simply made the final clause optional, which is directly in line with the

MRFF's mission statement to ensure "that all members of the United States
Armed Forces fully receive the Constitutional guarantees of religious
freedom."

Here is the link and the story:
http://www.usafa.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388
Final clause in cadet Honor Oath made coptional

by Maj. Brus E. Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- After reviewing the Cadet
Honor Qath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables ali to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
final clause optional.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and

1
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that respect inctudes the ability of cur cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God."

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character,” johnson said. "This all begins by living honorably.
The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental value.”

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy's
first graduating class of 1959. it is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath," for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the cath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for

cadets to live honorably and reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermare, | resclve to do my duty and
to live honorably, so help me God."

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic Director,
Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's Chemistry
Department.

“In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating,” he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous violations

of their personal honeor.

“This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code."

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, so the

cemmittee determined the phrase "we will not” was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line "and furthermore, | resolve to do my
duty and live honorably. "Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning oath and add the words, ‘so help me,
God," he said.
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The existence of the Henor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet’s individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
viclations of the code. Such confrontations often resubt in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
assaciated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude -- in order to he a cadet in good standing,” said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution.”

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets’ development as military
professionals. It alse represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,
both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them.

Sincerely,

{b)(6)

Maj, USAF

Director, Public Affairs
United States Air Force Academy
(GG

Phone|"X®) [DSN:[P)E)
Fax:[pi® |
E-mail; [010) |

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."
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————— Original Message-----
From O |
Sent; Wednesday, November 06, 2013 9:35 AM

To; [RXE) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Re: Comment?

(0)(6) seniar reporter
The Independent

{b)(6)

Office [E)E) |

cell:[°X°)
[ |

On Nov 6, 2013, at 9:21 AM, [

USAF USAFA USAFA/PA wrote:

> Good Morning ®)E)

>

> | received no attachment ... thanks.
pd

S Maj, USAF

> Director, Public Affairs

> United States Air Force Academy
G

e
>Phone{®®) _______ [DSN:[0XE)
> Fax: [®X®)
> E-mail:[2)Xe) |'The Air

> Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders
> for our Nation."

> From{b)E) ]
> Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 9:19 AM
> To P Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

> Subject. Comment?

>
> [(0)6}] This billboard is at Nevada and Garden of the Gods. Any comment?

VOV Y

>

>[P)X6) senior reporter

> The Independent



VoW W W OV VY Y VY

(0)(6)

Office:[PX6)

Cell:[0)X0)

(b)(6)
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USAFA FOIA

From: [)6) [Col USAF USAFA USAFA/DFAS

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 12:38 PM

To: {b)6) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/DFV

Ce: Col USAF USAFA DEAN OF FACULTY UT/DFpPY[®)®)
{)E) | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA;|)E) ol USAF USAFA
USAFA/CV; |1 | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/DFBL]E)E) kol usar
USAFA USAFA/CY

Subject: Dath

Signed By: [©)5) |

T Lot al,

The questions left unanswered here are as follows:

1. When the Commandant {or whoever) ADMINISTERS the Honor Oath at the end of BCT in the “raise your right hand
and repeat after me” fashion, will he/she say the fast four words (creating an expectation of repetition and compliance
by a senior officer) or will he leave that as truly optional to the basics?

2. When we post and advertise the Honor Oath arcund USAFA, will it include the optional words? With they be

parenthetical?

Until those questions are answered, the release below really doesn’t answer any questions.

Glad you're having a hap-hap-happy Air Force Day,

Cheers,

()

(6)

From:|®)5) | GS-12 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/PAM [mailtofP)®)
<maltlto b)) [

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 1:42 PM
Subject: L.S. Air Force Academy News Release -- Final clause of Honor Qath made optional

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY PUBLIC AFFAIRS, USAF ACADEMY, CO 80840
www.usafa.af.mil <http://fwww.usafa.af.mil/> {719)333-7731

News Release # 146
Oct. 25, 2013
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FINAL CLAUSE OF CADET HONOR OATH MADE OPTIONAL

.S, AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet Honor Oath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead
that enables all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the final clause optional.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and that respect includes the ability of our
cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen to freely practice and exercise their religious preference - or not," said Lt. Gen.
Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the
Honor Qath with 'So help me God.'

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for our Nation, so our focus here
continues to be on developing leaders of character” General Jechnson said. "This all begins by living honorably. The

Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental value.”

-30-
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USAFA FOIA
From: [5© |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM {PXO) b
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 2:10 PM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC;[b)X®) | Col USAF USAF
ACADEMY DU/CV; [BJE) | GS-15 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS;
[£)E) [CMSgt USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCC; LENGYEL, GREGORY J Brig
Gen USAF USAFA COMMAND w; [6) |[Col USAF HQs
COMMANDANT/CADETS UT;[PX®) ol USAF USAFA USATA/A[EIE) ]
(b)(5) ol USAF l{g)}?SF)A LISAFAS (‘:l{b){S) |GS-13 USAF A1M USAF
ACADEMY DU/A1] AD-26 USAF USAFA DIRCT OF ATHLETICS UT/AD;
Armacost, Andrew P BrigGen USAF USAFA USAFA/DF; [b)) |Col USAF
AFPC USAF ACAD PREP SC/SC/PL|PIO) Fol USAF USAFA 10 ABW/CC;
B8 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PATEID) |GS-12 USAF USAFA
USAFA/PA/PAMED ] GS-11 USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/IETET |
[EE_]Col USAF HQ USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/AL[BIE) [T Col
USAF HQ USAF U S AIR FORCE HQ/PA
Subject: Henor Oath Discussions May Not Be Over...
Signed By: (b){6)

http://blog.chron.com/txpotomac/2013/11/sam-johnson-pete-olson-pledge-to-keep-so-help-me-god-in-air-force-
honor-cath/

General Johnson, Ladies and Gents,

This is in today's Houston Chronicle and pasted below. Provided for awareness.

Sam Johnson, Pete Olson pledge to keep “so help me God” in Air Force honor oath

Pasted on Noevember 5, 2013 | By Rachel Jackson <http://blog.chron.com/txpotomac/author/racheljackson/>

*

*

Graduating Air Force cadets stand at attention inside their football stadium at the start of the commencement ceremony
for the class of 2013, at the U.S. Air Force Academy, in Colorado, Wednesday May 29. (Brennan Linsley/AP}
<http://blog.chron.com/txpotomac/wp-content/blogs.dir/1944/files/2013/11/1026-air-force-honor-

oath.jpg_full 600.jpg>

Graduating Air Force cadets stand at attention inside their football stadium at the start of the commencement ceremony
for the class of 2013, at the U.S. Air Force Academy, in Colorade, Wednesday May 29, (Brennan Linsiey/AP)}
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Two Texas Congressmen are teaming up to reinstate a religious phrase in an Air Force Academy honor code that was
recently removed after a complaint.

Republicans Sam Johnson of Plano and Pete Olson of Sugar Land introduced a bill last week to require Congressional
approval before any changes may be made to oaths to enlist in the Armed Forces.

Their legislation <http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th/house-bili/3416> comes on the heels of a decision by the Air
Force Academy on Oct. 25 to allow cadets taking their honor code to opt out of saying “so help me God” at the end of
the oath.

Olson, a former Navy pilot, said military personnel who undergo stressful training te prepare for protecting the nation
should be allowed to exercise their religious freedoms.

lohnson spent seven years as a prisoner of war in Vietnam, during which time he said he found strength in God.

“[ can tell you from experience, there are no atheists in foxholes,” Johnson said in a statement. “Many people don’t
know this but when you survive a near-death experience you realize that the only thing you had to hold on to was your
faith in God.”

According to Religion News Service <http://www.chron.com/life/houston-belief/article/Air-Force-Academy-drops-So-
help-me-God-from-4939645.php> , the Air Force changed the cath after the New Mexico-based Military Religious
Freedom Foundation complained about the presence of religion in the military. The group says Christianity is given a
higher pedestal at the Air Force Academy and has been critical of its use in official military practices.

Other military academies do not use the word “God.”
“it’s not only my experience, but that of my fellow POWSs, veterans, and those currently in harm’s way that make ‘so
help me God’ vital to the path,” Johnson said. “I urge my colleagues to join this effort to protect the legacy of freedom of

religion.”

The bill was introduced last week and has heen referred to the Committee on Armed Services.

{b)(6)

Director of Communication

US Air Force Academy
{b)E)

DSN |[2)E)
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USAFA FOIA

From: [E)6) |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM {P)®)

Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 1:26 PM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC; (b)6) JCol USAF USAF
ACADEMY DU/CV; [PIE) |GS-15 USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/HQ USAFA/DS;
[E7E) | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IA; Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/PA

Cc KODLUCK, LES A Brig Gen USAF HQ USAF SAF/PA; IT)0) |Col USAF HQ USAF
USAF ACADEMY DU/AL[D)E) |(t Col USAF HQ USAF U S AIR FORCE
HQ/PA; [P)6) ES-00 USAF HQ USAF U S AIR FORCE HQ/PA; [)0)
K GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM

Subject: FW: BREAKING: Air Force Times

Signed By: (b))

General Johnson,

The MRFF founder called the AF Times to alert them about the billboard
they've put up. In addition to AF Times, [2)©) of the Independent has
also calted asking for comment. Here's what we provided to both media
outlets and will provide to any other media outlet who calls.

Vr, [biE)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this and, quite frankly, correct
the record on some issues.

First, the Cadet Henor Qath remains unchanged. However, in the spirit
enabling all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy made the
final clause optignal - cadets can choose to say that final clause or not.

Second, it seems the MRFF is confusing the facts and also does not
understand the difference between 1) the commissioning Qath of Office, 2}

the Cadet Honor Code, and 3) the Cadet Honor QOath, which remains unchanged.

Finally, and most importantly, | refer you to the MRFF's mission statement
and the apparent disagreement of its fundamentals with the final clause in
the Cadet Honor Cath as optional, thereby allowing all te be true to their
beliefs, whatever those beliefs are,

To help define the differences in the Cadet Honor Code and Cadet Honor Qath,
| refer you to our story about the Cadet Honor Code and Honor Qath - you
might want to pass it along to them since they seem to be unclear on the

facts and, specifically, that the Cadet Honor Qath was not changed -- we
simply made the final clause optional, which is directly in line with the

MRFF's mission statement to ensure "that all members of the United States
Armed Forces fully receive the Constitutional guarantees of religious

1
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freedom.”

Here is the link and the story:

http://www.usafa.af. mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388
Final clause in cadet Honor Oath made optional

by Maj. Brus E. Vidal
Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- After reviewing the Cadet
Honor Oath, and in the spirit of determining 2 way ahead that enables all to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
finat clause optional.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freety practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. "Sg, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with ‘So help
me God.™

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character," Johnson said. "This all begins by living honorably.
The Honor Code and Honor Qath reinforce this fundamental value."

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, ner
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy's
first graduating class of 1959, It is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

In 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Oath,"” for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets (freshmen) when they are
farmally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the oath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for

cadets to live honorably and reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, ¢ resolve to do my duty and
to live hanorably, so help me God."

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic Director,
Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant colonel assigned to the Academy's Chemistry
Depariment.

"In 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating," he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous violations

of their personal honor.
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"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent estabtished an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. Jim Woody, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code."

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, so the

committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

mandate to live with honor, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the tine "and furthermare, | resolve to do my
duty and live honorably. "Then, to add moare seriousness to the oath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning cath and add the words, 'so help me,
God," he said.

The existence of the Honer Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet's individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
violations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simpie
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to belp them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities.

The Academy's Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy.

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude -- in order to be a cadet in good standing," said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengye!, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution."

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets' development as military
professionals. It also represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,

3
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both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
personal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them.

————— Original Message-----

From:fb)6) |
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 12:21 PM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Ce:[om 1GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM;
USAF USAFA USAFA/PA/[L)E) |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/HC
Subject: BREAKING: Air Force Times

(b)(6)

GS5-12

http://www.airforcetimes.com/article/20131106/NEWS/311060013/Billboard-urges
-academy-drop-God-language



Page 48 of 565

USAFA FOIA

{b)i6) DG

From: Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA <

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 5:31 PM

To: [0)E) |Col USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CV [ETE)
B Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS

Cc: [b)6) JcMSgt USAF HQ USAFA/CCC

Subject: FW: 3 - FW: **Action Item** Administrative Change to AFI 36-2606, Reenlistment in the
USAF

Signed By: |{b){6) |

ol Yms. PO

Please read below...this was received today. This is for the Active Duty Oath of Enfistment and it removes the option to
omit the words "Sc help me God", if desired for

personal reascens.

Very respectfuily,

{b)(6)

o) |capt, UsAF

Executive Officer to the Vice Superintendent

DSN[B®) COMM:; [P)E)

]

b))

From: [(b)E) 'VISgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS5/FSMP [mailto
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 1:13 PM

To[EXE) [sSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMP; [2)0) | SSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSOXI;

[b)xe) ErA USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FXOXI; [B)E) [SrA USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPD; [2)O)
[EE.__P1C USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPS;[PIE) SrA USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMP;[EXE) l6s-05
USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPPS; [P)X®) [MSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSVSiJﬂ{S) [a1C USAF
USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPD;{P)0) [TSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSOXL;[0)XE) | A1C USAF USAFA 10
FSS/FSMPD; [P)©) |[TSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPD;[PI©) |GS-11 USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPJ;
10 MDG/CSS; 570 MSgt USAF USAFA 10 MDSS/SGSR{™/®) Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CSS;
(BIE) [SSgT USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CSS; [F30) [55et USAF USAFA 10 MDSS/SGSR; HQ USAFA/CSS;

]

{b)B) [FSgt USAF AFPC USAFA DF/CSSTOm) TSgt USAF USAFA USAFA/CSS;|b)0)

{BrA USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA;|0)E) Jrsg ACAD PREP SC/[@E

V USAF USAFA 10 MDG/CCE; |(b)(6) JA1C USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CSS; 10 ABW/CCE {Org

Mail}; 306 FTG/CCE; [2X©) |capt USAF USAFA COMMANDANT/CADETS UT/CWE: [ETF] Capt USAF
DIRCT OF ATHLETICS UT/ADP; [0X0) LtCol USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA; [21© [Gs-05 UsAF

1
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[caPT UsaF

USAFA DEAN OF FACULTY UT/DESP |0)E) Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/DFXO;l{b){S)
USAFA ADP; |V Maj USAF USAFA 10 ABW/CCE;[P® -
USAFA/CWD; DT [Capt USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/RRA;|

ILiCol| USAF USAFA

Capt USAF USAFA

USAF ACADEMY DU/CVE; USAFA/ALK (Org Mail); USAFA/AD (Taskers)[©X®)

[Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY

DU/CCE; [®}5) [GS-06 USAF USAFA USAF ACAD PREP SC/PLE

Subject: 3 - FW: **Action [tem** Administrative Change to AFl 36-2606, Reenlistment in the USAF

Please ensure widest dissemination...

Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment -- CANCELLED

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment MUST READ:
"Al} Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following cath: |, (State
your full name}, do solemnly swear {or affirm} that | will support and
defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that | wiil bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and
that | will cbey the orders of the President of the United States and the
orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the

Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me Ged."

This removes the option to omit the words "So help me Ged", if desired for

personal reasons,

v/r,

0e! MSgt, USAF

Superintendent, Military Personnel

USAF Academy, CO

Comm:| P |
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(b)(6)

DSN:

Click on the ICE link and tell us how we are doing:

http://ice.disa.mil/index.cfm?fa=card&s=393&sp=103108&dep=*DoD
<http://ice.disa.mil/index.cfm?fa=card&s=393&sp=103108&dep=*DoD>

"The information herein is For Official Use Only (FOUO} which must be
protected under the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended. Unauthorized disclosure
or misuse of the PERSONAL INFORMATION may result in criminal and/or civil

Penalties.”

From: AFPC/DPTSF Change Management

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 12:30 PM

To: AFPC/DPTSF FSS (CC, CD, OPS); AFPC/DPTSF MPF CC & MPS Chief; AFPC/DPTSF
Supt (FSS, MPF, MPS); AFPC/DPTSF MAICOM Field Activities;

UDG_AFPC DPTSF_PERSCO Deployed Dtlist; UDG_AFPC_DPTSF_ANG Dlist;

UDG_AFPC_DPTSF_AFR Dlist; AFPC/DPTSF Other; 409 AEG Det 2/PERSCO ; 449

Persca; 768 EABS PERSCO; Captfbio) {AETF-A) ;

|{b){6) |

{b){E) G5-15 DoD; FSS-CareerDevelopment; FS5-CustomerSupport;

FSS-EducationandTraining; FSS-ForceManagement; [(2)10) apt;
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{®XE) Lt Col[®IE) [tt
Col USAF ACC 495 FG AA/CD;[P1® MSgt 966 AES PERSCO; MSgt
L (NDU-Ft McNair) ;[©)X6) | CAPT USN
SOUTHCOM SCJ1 (US) ;[ Jsmsgt USAF AFOSI FSS/DPM; STRATCOM/13,
3p8; [0 |maj

ce: PP lcMsgt USAF AFPC DPSOA

Subject; **Action Item** Administrative Change to AFI 36-2606, Reenlistment

in the USAF

TO: MAJCOMSs, FSS/CCs, MPS/Chiefs, MPS/Supts

SUBJECT: Administrative Change to AFl 36-2606, Reenlistment in the USAF

1. An administrative change has been posted ta AF Publishing site:

http://www.e-publishing.af.mil// <http://www.e-publishing.af.mil/> <http://www.e-publishing.af.mil/ <http://www.e-
publishing.af.mil/> > .

2. This admin change cancels paragraph 5.6 as it currently reads to the
fanguage indicated in the referenced anncuncement. MPS personnel must

immediately download and comply with the change.

3. POC for MPS personnel is AFPC Reenlistments at SN 665-2090 or email:

AFPC/DPSReenlistmentsDlist@us.af. mil <mailto:AFPC/DPSReenlistmentsDlist@us.af.mil> .
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USAFA FOIA

From: (D)E) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA {P)O)

Sent: uesday, November 05, 2013 3:33 PM

To: Ol '

Cc

Subject: Cadet Honor Oath

Attachments: 146 Final clause of Cadet Honor Oath made optional.pdf
Signed By: 2O |1006883784

Good Afternoon Ms. [0)E)

I'm Major ©)e) Director of Public Affairs at the Air Force's Academy.

I just read your blog about "Sam Johnson, Pete Olson pledge to keep "so help
me God" in Air Force honor oath,” and per my discussion this afternoon with
M. I wanted to point out that the Cadet Honor Cath remains
unchanged and that clause is still part of the oath.

However, that clause is now optional and cadets can choose to either say it
when they take the oath or not -- it is their individual choice. Pasted

below is our story on the decision along with a history of both the Cadet
Honor Code and the Cadet Honor Qath (link here;
http://www.usafa.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123368388) and attached is our
release on the decision to make that part of the oath optional but to keep
the oath as is.

As Mr, [2X0) and | discussed, you might want to reach out to the offices
of these eiected officials to inform them that the oath remains unchanged --
seems that is not evidently clear. At any rate, | provide this information

for your situational awareness ... please feel free to ask any questions,
otherwise | hope you have a fantastic day!

Sincerely,

(0)(6)

Maj, USAF
Director, Public Affairs

United States Air Force Academy
(0)(6)

Phone:[E)®) [ DSN; [0)®) |

Fax:l{b){S) I

E-mail{b)e)

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation."

Final clause in cadet Honor Qath made optional

by Maj. Brus E. Vidal
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Air Force Academy Public Affairs

10/25/2013 - U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- After reviewing the Cadet
Honor Qath, and in the spirit of determining a way ahead that enables all to
be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has decided to make the
final clause optional.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and
that respect includes the ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen

to freely practice and exercise their religious preference -- or not," said

Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Jjohnson, Academy Superintendent. "So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with 'So help
me God."

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and
leaders for our Nation, so our focus here continues to be on developing
leaders of character," Johnson said. "This all begins by living honorably.
The Honor Code and Honor Oath reinforce this fundamental value.”

The Air Force Academy Honor Code, "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does," was formally adopted by the Academy's
first graduating class of 1959. It is the minimum standard of conduct which
cadets expect of themselves and their fellow cadets.

in 1984, the Cadet Wing voted to add an "Honor Gath,” for all cadets to take
and it is administered to fourth class cadets {freshmen) when they are
formally accepted into the Wing at the conclusion of Basic Cadet Training.
Cadets retake the oath at the beginning of every school year. The oath
consists of a statement of the Honor Code, followed by a resolution for
cadets to live honorably and reads: "We will not lie, steal or cheat, nor
tolerate among us anyone who does. Furthermore, I resolve to do my duty and
to live honorably, so help me God."

Retired Air Force brigadier general and now the Academy's Athletic
Director, Dr. Hans Mueh was a lieutenant celonel assigned to the Academy's
Chemistry Department.

"in 1984, we had a situation in a Physics 411 course that resulted in
widespread allegations of cheating," he said. It was so widespread that the
superintendent, Lt. Gen. Skip Scott, suspended the code and granted amnesty
for a short period of time to allow all cadets to report previous violations

of their personal honor.

"This was done to assess the state of the Code in the Wing. As a result of

that feedback, the superintendent established an Honor Committee, chaired by
Col. Jim Woady, Professor and Head of Management, to change the way we
administer the Code."

Mueh was a member of that committee. He said the committee determined some
additional clout was needed for this oath, which all cadets take, so the

committee determined the phrase "we will not" was necessary to begin the

code to drive home the collective responsibility of all cadets to not

tolerate lying, cheating or stealing and personally accept the individual

2
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mandate to live with honoer, character and integrity.

Mueh said that addition led to the line "and furthermore, | reselve to do my
duty and live honarably. "Then, to add more seriousness to the oath, we
decided to mirror the commissioning ocath and add the words, 'so help me,
God,"™ he said.

The existence of the Honor Code presents many privileges and
responsibilities to each cadet. A cadet's word is accepted as the truth at

all times. Academic scores can truly reflect a cadet’s individual effort and
knowledge because each cadet is expected to adhere to the Honor Code. This
adherence extends to a responsibility to confront other cadets on suspected
viclations of the code. Such confrontations often result in a simple
clarification of a misunderstanding, and each cadet learns the value of

clear communications in all situations.

From the moment cadets enter the Academy, they begin an educational process
designed to help them understand the responsibilities and expectations
associated with the Honor Code. To emphasize the magnitude of leading a life
of honor, character and integrity, cadets -- as potential future officers --

receive extensive character and leadership instruction, and those same

values are inculcated into all military training and extracurricular

activities.

The Academy’s Center for Character and Leadership Development provides
classroom, seminar, workshop and experiential-based learning programs to all
cadets, beginning when they enter Basic Cadet Training and this continues
each year through their final semester at the Academy,

The Center's programs, when coupled with the Honor Code and Honor System,
establish a foundation for the "leaders of character” the Academy aspires to
produce.

"Cadets must meet Academy standards -- honor, physical fitness, academics
and military aptitude - in order to be a cadet in good standing," said

Brig. Gen. Gregory Lengyel, Commandant of Cadets. "Holding each cadet to
these high standards promotes good order and discipline throughout the
institution."

The Honor Code is a vital part of cadets’ development as military
professionals. It alsc represents a broader aspect of ethical maturity which
will serve them throughout their lives. As the bearers of the public trust,

both as cadets and as officers, it is the Honor Code which helps build a
perscnal integrity able to withstand the rigorous demands placed upon them.
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\ 4 News Release
\/ United States Air Force

U.S, AIR FORCE ACADEMY PUBLIC AFFAIRS, USAF ACADEMY, CO 80840

' ® ’ www.usafa.atmil (719) 333-7731

News Release # 146
Oct. 25, 2013

FINAL CLAUSE OF CADET HONOR OATH MADE OPTIONAL

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - After reviewing the Cadet Honor Oath, and in the spirit of
determining a way ahead that enables all to be true to their beliefs, the Air Force's Academy has
decided to make the final clause optional.

"Here at the Academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and that respect includes the
ability of our cadets, Airmen and civilian Airmen to freely practice and exercise their religious
preference — or not,” said Lt. Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, Academy Superintendent. “So, in the spirit of
respect, cadets may or may not choose to finish the Honor Oath with ‘So help me God.’

"At the Air Force Academy, we produce Lieutenants for our Air Force and leaders for our Nation, so
our focus here continues to be on developing leaders of character’ General Johnson said. "This all
begins by living honorably. The Honor Code and Honor Oath reinforce this fundamental value.”

-30-

NOTE: Attached is a history of the Cadet Honor Code and Honor Oath.

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and Leaders for our
nation.”
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USAFA FOIA

From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 5:26 PM

To: &) Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IG

Cc: [0l USAF USAFA USAFA/CV;[BXB_____ JCiv USAF USAFA USAFA/DS;
) |CMSgt USAF HQ USAFA/CCC; [PXE) |Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; [BI) [Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA; [PX©)
DG GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [BX0) | Maj USAF USATA
USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Qath

Signed By: michelle johnsen@us.af mil

Sounds good |()E) |l

Thank you, mdj

From: [P0 lcol USAF USAFA USAFA/IG

Sent; Friday, October 25, 2013 2:02 PM
To: lohnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Co[BB______ ] Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CVY;[P)0) Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; [0)E) |CMSgt USAF
HQ USAFA/CCC;[PIE) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;|®)X®) | Capt USAF USAFA
USAFA/RRA; [2)E) | GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM;|{bJ{6) [ Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Oath

Ma’am, these individuals learned about the situation via the media and wrote to our 1G office imploring USAFA to keep
the “So Help Me God” phrase in the Honor Oath. It was pre-emptive rather than reactive, but by ocur guidance since
they wrote the IG office, we still log them as complaints. We will now reply to these individuals with your official news
release and direct them to the USAFA website for the full article and background on the Honor Oath.

v/ PO

From: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11:20 PM

To:[F® | Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IG

ce: [0 Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV;EEL____ civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS;[V® [cmsgt usAF
HQ USAFA/CCC; oIE) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;[D)O) [Capt USAF USAFA
USAFA/RRA;[ETD) GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [PTO) e Maj USAF

USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Re: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Oath
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I'm not clear on what the complaints are about? We haven't taken any action yet, beyond taking down one 8x10 poster
at the PL...?

Thanks!

mdj

From: [©)E) |C0| USAF USAFA USAFA/IG
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 02:50 PM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

ce: [P Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV;[ETE) Civ USAF USARALISAEA/DS: [E)E) lcmsgt usaF
HQ, USAFA/CCC; [X0) Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE; |—| Capt USAF USAFA
USAFA/RRA; [P S-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM;[BXC) Lt Col USAF USAFA/PA

[bXxe) | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Oath

Ma’am, we’ve received two complaints today concerning the information in the media regarding the Honor Oath. Both
were from out-of-state civilians. | have spoken to Maj|R)6) and | understand there’s a strategic communication
plan in the works and the USAFA position will be released when a final decision is made.

We will register these complaints in the 1G’s Automated Case Tracking System (ACTS). we’'ll then wait on your release of
the coordinated strategic communications message before we respond to the complainants. We can expect to receive
more complaints regarding this issue in the coming days.

v/ e

(b)(6)

Col, USAF

HQ USAFA/IG

DSN[EE) Comm[®®)

Celi:[£)®)
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USAFA FOIA
{XE)

From: Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IG

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 2:02 PM

To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Cc: (D)) [Col UsaF usAFa usara/cv: BB ] Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS;
b)) CMSgt USAF HQ USAFA/CCC: [P |Maj USAF USAFA
USAFAJAG USAFA/CCE; Silva, Stephanie M Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA; [PI©)
GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [(0XO) [Maj USAF USAFA
USAFA/PA

Subject: RE: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Oath

Signed By: [X5) | 1076244380

Ma’'am, these individuals learned about the situation via the media and wrote to our 1G office imploring USAFA to keep
the “So Help Me God” phrase in the Honor Gath. It was pre-emptive rather than reactive, but by our guidance since
they wrote the |G office, we still log them as complaints. We will now reply to these individuals with your official news
release and direct them to the USAFA website for the full article and background on the Honor Oath.

v/r [9]

From: Ichnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11:20 PM

To: [P0 |Col USAF USAFA USAFA/IG

cc:[P® [col UsaF UsAFA usara/cv;[P®_ |civ USAF USAFA USAFA/DS;[B10) | cMSgt USAF
HQ USAFA/CCC; [2)0) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;[PE) |Capt USAF USAFA
USAFA/RRAJPIE) [GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [BIE) |Maj usAF

USAFA USAFA/PA
Subject: Re: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Oath

I'm not clear on what the complaints are about? We haven't taken any action yet, beyond taking down one 8x10 poster
at the PL...?

Thanks!

md]

From:[?® | col USAF USAFA USAFA/IG
Sent: Thursday, Octeber 24, 2013 02:50 PM
To: Johnson, Michelle D Lt Gen USAF USAFA USAFA/CC

Co:[BX8) ] Col USAF USAFA USAFA/CV; [BIE]______ Liv USAF USAFA USAFA/DS; [P)©) |cMSgt USAF
HQ USAFA/CCC; [(bE) |Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/HQ USAFA/CCE;[)0) [Capt USAF USAFA
USAFA/RRA;[P)®) |GS-15 USAF USAFA USAFA/CM/CM; [PXE) Lt Col USAF USAFA/PA

016 | Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/PA

Subject: Recent IG complaints regarding the Honor Oath
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Ma’am, we’ve received two complaints today concerning the information in the media regarding the Honor Oath. Both
were from out-of-state civilians. | have spoken to Maj[b)®) bnd | understand there’s a strategic communication
plan in the works and the USAFA position will be released when a final decision is made.

We will register these complaints in the IG's Automated Case Tracking System (ACTS). We'll then wait on your release of
the coordinated strategic communications message before we respond to the complainants. We can expect to receive
more complaints regarding this issue in the coming days.

]

|{b){6) J Col, USAF

HQ USAFA/IG

DSNCommW] |

Cell: )6
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United States Air Force Academy
www.academyadmissions.com <http://www.academyadmissions.com/>
www facebook.com/AcademyAdmissions <http://www.facebook.com/AcademyAdmissions>

http://www.goairforcefalcons.com <http://www.goairforcefalcons.com/>

From: [P© Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 10:26 AM

To: DRU_AIl; Harmon Halt_All

Subject: AF Weekly Announcements (28 Oct - 1 Nov)

HQ Staff,

Sir/Ma’am, attached are the announcements from the last week that relate to military and civilian members:

1. CY14 Medical Squadron Commander Matches (USAFA has one select that is projected inbound to 10MDSS: Lt Col
{b)(6)

2.  The Rated Issues Branch at Headquarters Air Force Military Policy Division
{(HQ AF/A1PPR) has approved an extension to UFT applicants seeking ETP
requests. The new suspense to submit ETP requests is 15 Nov 2013 (previously
31 Oct 2013). Please email afpc.dpalt3@us.af.mil with any questions. POC is

AFPC/DPALT email: AFPC.DPALT3@us.af.mil

3. Change to AFI 36-2606, Active Duty Reenlistment Oath — Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment —
CANCELLED. This removes the option to omit the words "So help me God", if desired for personal reasons.

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Qath of Entistment MUST READ:

"All Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following oath: I, (State your full name}, de sclemnly swear (or affirm)
that | will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will

3
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bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that | will cbey the orders of the President of the United States and the
arders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me
God."

4.  CY13 Captain Line of the Air Force Quarterly Selection Process — changed Para 2: this only applies to IPZ. Ali APZ
officers will pin on 1 lan 14. The remainder of this message is unchanged. POC for Prometions: HGQ AFPC/DPSQO, DSN
665-2483 email : afpc.dpppo2@us.af.mil. POC for Separations/Retirements: HQ AFPC/DPSCR, DSN 665-2792 email:
afpc.dpsor.retsepbranch@us.af.mil.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns,

[
b Capt, USAF

Executive Officer to the Vice Superintendent

DSN:{ETFT_] coMMm:
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Sir/Ma’am, attached are the announcements from the last week that relate to military and civilian members:

1. CY14 Medical Squadron Commander Matches (USAFA has one select that is projected inbound to 10MDSS: Lt Col
{b)i6) )

2. The Rated Issues Branch at Headquarters Air Force Military Policy Division
(HQ AF/A1PPR) has approved an extension to UFT applicants seeking ETP
requests, The new suspense ta submit ETP requests is 15 Nov 2013 {previously
31 Oct 2013). Please email afpc.dpalt3@us.af.mil with any questions, POC is

AFPC/DPALT email: AFPC.DPALT3@us.af.mil

3.  Change to AFl 36-2606, Active Duty Reenlistment Gath — Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment -
CANCELLED. This removes the option to omit the words "So hetp me God", if desired for personal reasons.

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Qath of Enlistment MUST READ:

"All Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following oath: |, {State your full name), do solemnly swear (or affirm}
that | will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that 1 will
bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that | will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the
orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me
God."

4. (Y13 Captain Line of the Air Force Quarterty Selection Process — changed Para 2: this only applies to IPZ. All APZ
officers wilt pin on 1 Jan 14. The remainder of this message is unchanged. POC for Promotions: HQ AFPC/DPS0O0, DSN
665-2483 email : afpc.dpppo2@us.af.mil. POC for Separations/Retirements: HQ AFPC/DPSOR, DSN 665-2792 email:
afpc.dpsor.retsepbranch@us.af.mil.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

{b)6) Capt, USAF

Executive Officer to the Vice Superintendent
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DSN[EXE) COMM: [)E)
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USAFA FOIA

From: |{b1{61 Maj USAF USAFA USAFA/RRO
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 11:28 AM

To: [(0)6) |Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA
Subject: RE. AF Weekly Announcements (28 Oct - 1 Nov)
Signed By: {b)6)

Really? From last week? | needed this info when it was pertinent/relevant...last week! Not sure how { survived all
week without it! U

We miss you!

Maj[C]

From: [(b)6) Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA
Sent: Toesuay, wovermmoet (5, 2013 10:26 AM

To: DRU_AIl; Harmon Hall_Al

Subject: AF Weekly Announcements {28 Oct - 1 Nov}

HQ Staff,

Sir/Ma’am, attached are the anncuncements from the last week that relate to military and civilian members:

1. CY14 Medical Squadron Commander Matches (USAFA has one select that is projected inbound to 10MDSS: Lt Col
(D)E)

2. The Rated Issues Branch at Headquarters Air Force Military Policy Division
{HQ AF/A1PPR) has approved an extensicn to UFT applicants seeking ETP
requests. The new suspense to submit ETP requests is 15 Nov 2013 (previously
31 Oct 2013). Please email afpc.dpalt3@us.af.mil with any questions. POC s

AFPC/DPALT email: AFPC.DPALT3 @us.af.mil
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3. Change to AFI 36-2606, Active Duty Reenlistment Oath — Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment —
CANCELLED. This removes the option to omit the words "So hetp me God", if desired for personal reasons.

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment MUST READ:

"All Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following oath: |, {State your full name), de solemnly swear {or affirm)
that 1 will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will
bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that | will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the

orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So hetp me
God."

4,  CY13 Captain Line of the Air Force Quarterly Selection Process — changed Para 2: this only applies te IPZ. All APZ
officers will pin on 1 Jan 14. The remainder of this message is unchanged. POC for Promations: HGQ AFPC/DPSOO, DSN
665-2483 email ; afpc.dpppo2 @us.af.mil. POC for Separations/Retirements; HQ AFPC/DPSOR, DSN 665-2792 email:
afpc.dpsor.retsepbranch@us.af.mil.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

R Capt, USAF

Executive Officer to the Vice Superintendent

DSN:[P)E) COMM: [BIE)
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USAFA FOIA

From: [b)®) | Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/CVE

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 5:00 PM

To: (0){5) Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA

Subject: T ACTion e ¢ Administrative Change to AFL 36-2606, Reenlistment in the USAF
Signed By: [2)5) |

{b)iB)

Before you send out the below email, I'd recommend you run it by Ms. [(0)E)
and Col[P)6) I In fact, I'd recommend you do that today or early tomorrow
because other ME execs will be sending out the information to their
organizations. USAFA will probably very quickly hear back from concerned
individuals/external orgs.

[2)5) fapt, USAF
Executive Officer to the Vice Superintendent
DSN [b)E) Comm[Lio)

----- Original Message-----

From: [D)5) IMSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMP
[mailtolm) I
Sent: Thursday, Cctober 31, 2013 2:13 PM
To:|0XO) | sset USAF UsAFA 10 Fss/Fsmp;[PX©) |
SSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSOXI; [(2X6) Fra USAF USAFA 10

FSS/FXOX;[EXE) | SrA USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPD; [E70)
J A1C USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPS;{2)X0) SrA USAII:mm,n P;
G ] GS-05 USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPPS;[P)®) Msgt USAF
USAFA 10 FSS/FSVS; [0)E) | A1C USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPD;
[ JTSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSOXI;[PX0) |A1C USAF
USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPD;[BIE) | TSgt USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPD; [BX6) ]
[D® |6S-11 USAF USAFA 10 FSS/FSMPY; 10 MDG/CSS;[RI0) _I MsSgt
USAF USAFA 10 MDSS/SGSR; [PI®)  Civ USAF USAFA USAFA/CSS;
[EXE)_JsSgt USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CSS;[0)E] ] SSgt USAF USAFA 10
I{\él)[%)gSISGSR' HO USAFA/CSS; [(b)E) |TSgt USAF AFPC USAFA DF/CSS;
TSgt USAF USAFA USAFA/CSS;[BT®) |SrA USAF
USAFA USAFA/RRA; [E70) [TSgt USAF USAFA USAF ACAD PREP SC/PLEA;
[B)E) JCIV USAF USAFA 10 MDG/CCE; [{)6) |a1c
USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CSS; 10 ABW/CCE {Org Mail); 306 FTG/CCE;[®)0) |
Capt USAF USAFA COMMANDANT/CADETS UT/CWE; [2)X©) | Capt USAF DIRCT OF
ATHLETICS UT/ADP; [0)E) [ tCol USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA[BIE) ]
{b)X6) S-09 USAF USAFA DEAN OF FACULTY UT/DFSP; [BXE]_____ ] Capt USAF
OSAFA USAFA/DFXO; [B)XO) FAPT USAF USAFA ADP;
[ 1Maj USAF USAFA 10 ABW/CCE]PX5) | LtCol USAF
USAFA USAFA/CWD; |2 |Capt USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/RRA;
[2© Capt USAF USAFA USAF ACADEMY DU/CVE; USAFA/A1K (Org Mail);

USAFA/AD (Taskers);[2® Maj USAF USAF ACADEMY DU/CCE;
i{bi{ﬁi GS-06 USAF USAFA USAF ACAD PREP SC/PLE

L=
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Subject: FW: **Action Item** Administrative Change tc AF] 36-2606,
Reenlistment in the USAF

Please ensure widest dissemination...
Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment - CANCELLED

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Gath of Enlistment MUST READ:
"All Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following oath: I, (State
your full name), do solemnly swear {or affirm) that | will support and
defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that | will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and
that | will cbey the orders of the President of the United States and the
orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the
Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me God.”

This removes the option to omit the words "So help me God", if desired for
personal reasons.

v/,

{b)(6)

MSgt, USAF
Superintendent, Military Personnel
USAF Academy, CO

Comm: [E)E) ]

DsN: (2O |

Click on the ICE link and tell us how we are doing:
http://ice.disa.mil/index.cfm?fa=card&s=393&sp=103108&dep=*DoD

"The information herein is For Official Use Only {FOUO) which must be
protected under the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended. Unauthorized disclosure
or misuse of the PERSONAL INFORMATICN may result in criminat and/or civit
Penalties."

From: AFPC/DPTSF Change Management

Sent; Thursday, October 31, 2013 12;30 PM

To: AFPC/DPTSF FSS (CC, CD, OPS); AFPC/DPTSF MPF CC & MPS Chief; AFPC/DPTSF
Supt {FSS, MPF, MPS); AFPC/DPTSF MAJCOM Field Activities;
UDG_AFPC_DPTSF_PERSCO Deployed Diist; UDG_AFPC_DPTSF_ANG Dist;
UDG_AFPC_DPTSF_AFR Dlist; AFPC/DPTSF Other; 409 AEG Det 2/PERSCO ; 449

®X6)_]768 EABS PERSCO; Capt [PX0)  J(AETF-A);

{b){B) |

(b){E) | GS-15 DoD; FSS-CareerDevelopment; FSS-CustomerSupport;
FSS-tducationandTraining; FSS-ForceMa nagement;l{b){S) |Capt;

|{b){6) | Lt co||{bJ{6) | Lt
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Col USAF ACC 495 FG AA/CDIPK®) |Msgt 966 AES PERSCO; MSgt
[oX6) [NDU-Ft McNair} ; [E3®) APT USN
SOUTHCOM SCIL (US) ;fEX®T _MSgt USAF AFOSI FSS/DPM; STRATCOM/J13,
3A8; [(0)E) [. Maj

Ce: [2XO) | CMSgt USAF AFPC DPSOA

Subject: **Action ltem™** Administrative Change to AFl 36-2606, Reenlistment
in the USAF

TO: MAICOMS, FSS/CCs, MPS/Chiefs, MPS/Supts
SUBJECT: Administrative Change to AFI 36-2606, Reenlistrnent in the USAF

1. An administrative change has been posted ta AF Publishing site:
http://www.e-publishing.af.mil// <http://www.e-publishing.af.mil/> .

2. This admin change cancels paragraph 5.6 as it currently reads to the
language indicated in the referenced announcement. MPS personnel must
immediately download and comply with the change.

3. POC for MPS personnel is AFPC Reenlistments at DSN 665-2090 or email:
AFPC/DPSReenlistmentsDlist@us.af.mil.
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Sir/Ma’am, attached are the anncuncements from the last week that relate to military and civilian members:

1. CY14 Medical Squadron Commander Matches {USAFA has ane select that is projected inbound to 10MDSS: Lt Col
[0)6) |

2. The Rated Issues Branch at Headquarters Air Force Mititary Policy Division
(HQ AF/A1PPR) has approved an extension to UFT applicants seeking ETP
requests. The new suspense to submit ETP requests is 15 Nov 2013 {previously
31 Oct 2013). Please email afpc.dpalt3@us.af.mil with any questions. POCis

AFPC/DPALT email: AFPC.DPALT3 @us.af.mil

3.  Change to AFI 36-2606, Active Duty Reenlistment Qath — Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment -
CANCELLED. This removes the option to omit the words "So help me God", if desired for personal reasons.

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment MUST READ:

"All Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following oath: |, (State your full name), do selemnly swear {or affirm)
that | will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will
bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that | will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the

orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me
God."

4, CY13 Captain Line of the Air Force Quarterly Selection Process — changed Para 2: this only appiies to IPZ. All APZ
officers will pin on 1 Jan 14, The remainder of this message is unchanged. POC for Prometions: HQ AFPC/DPSCO, DSN
665-2483 email : afpc.dpppo2@us.af.mil. POC for Separations/Retirements: HQ AFPC/DPSOR, DSN 665-2792 email:
afpc.dpsor.retsepbranch@us.af.mil.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

©)e) Capt, USAF




Executive Officer to the Vice Superintendent

DSN{EIE ] comm|

(b)(6)
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USAFA FOIA
{b){B)
From: Capt USAF USAFA USAFA/RRA
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 10:26 AM
To: DRU_AIl; Harman Hall_all
Subject: AF Weekiy Announcements (28 Oct - 1 Nov)
Attachments: 1- PSDM 13-102, CY14 Medical Squadron Commander Matches (126 KB); 2 -

***UPDATE*** PSDM 13-81, Announcement of the 14 - 17 January 2014 Ai.., {8.98 KB); 3

- **Action Item** Administrative Change to AFl 36-2606, Reenlistment i... (11.3 KB}, 4 -

***JPDATE ***CY13C Captain Line of the Air Force (LAF) Quarterly Sel... (555 KB)
Signed By: [bXe) |

Categories: CV Exec

HQ Staff,

Sir/Ma’am, attached are the announcements from the last week that relate to military and civilian members:

1. CY14 Medical Squadron Commander Matches {USAFA has one select that is projected inbound to 10MDSS: Lt Col
{b)(6) p

2. The Rated Issues Branch at Headquarters Air Force Military Policy Division
{HQ AF/A1PPR) has approved an extension to UFT applicants seeking ETP
requests. The new suspense to submit ETP requests is 15 Nov 2013 {previously
31 Oct 2013). Please emait afpc.dpalt3@us.af.mil with any questions. POC is

AFPC/DPALT email: AFPC.DPALT3 @us.af.mil

3. Change to AFI 36-2606, Active Duty Reenlistment Cath — Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Oath of Enlistment -
CANCELLED. This removes the gption to omit the words "So help me God", if desired for personal reasons.

Reference to Paragraph 5.6. Active Duty Qath of Enlistment MUST READ:

"All Airmen enlisting or reenlisting must take the following oath: i, {State your full name), do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that | will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will
bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that | will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the
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orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me
God."

4,  CY13 Captain Line of the Air Force Quarterly Selection Process — changed Para 2: this only applies to IPZ. All APZ
officers will pin on 1 Jan 14. The remainder of this message is unchanged. POC for Promotions: HQ AFPC/DPSQO, DSN
665-2483 email : afpc.dpppo2 @us.af.mil. POC for Separations/Retirements: HQ AFPC/DPSOR, DSN 665-2792 email:
afpc.dpsor.retsepbranch@us.af.mil.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

2 .
|{ ! apt, USAF

Executive Officer to the Vice Superintendent

osn[EE comm: [P©






