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31 August 2012

Mr. John Greenewald-

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

This 1s in response to your e-mail dated 22 June 2009,
received in the Information Management Services Center of the
National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) on 23 June 2009. Pursuant
to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), you are requesting
“all Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) and Comity Agreements
at the NRO since the date of...[NRO Case #F03-00331... in 2003.”

Your request is being processed in accordance with the
FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and the NRO Operational File
Exemption, 50 U.S.C. § 432a. A thorough search of our records
and databases located 269 pages responsive to your request. At
this time, as a second interim release, ten additional pages are
being released to you in full.

One hundred thirty-nine pages have been reviewed and
treated for NRO equities, and referred to other agencies for
their review, treatment and direct response to you. The
remaining pages are still in coordination with other agencies for
reviews for their equities and return to the NRO for our final
release determination. We will provide additional release
determinations regarding these pages as soon as they become
available.

As we were unable to provide a response to you within the
20 days stipulated by the FOIA, you have the right to consider
this as a denial and may appeal to the NRO Appeal Review Panel.
It would seem more reasonable, however, to have us continue
processing your request and complete our response as soon as
additional remaining documents can be processed. You may appeal
any denial of records at that time. Unless we hear from you
otherwise, we will assume that you agree, and will proceed on
this basis.

The FOIA authorizes federal agencies to assess fees for
record services. Based upon the information provided, vyou have




been placed in the “educational/scientific/media” category of
requesters, which means you are responsible for duplication fees
(.15 per page) exceeding 100 pages. Additional information about
fees can be found on our website at v 2 Assessable
fees for processing your request are $74.35 ror duplication of
169 pages beyond the 100 pages provided at no cost, computed at
a rate of $0.15 per page. As this amount is less than our
minimum billing threshold of $25.00, fees incurred in the NRO’s
processing of your request are being waived.

You have the right to appeal this determination by
addressing your appeal to the NRO Appeal Authority, 14675 Lee
Road, Chantilly, VA 20151-1715 within 60 days of the date of our
final release to you. Should you decide to do this, please
explain the basis of your appeal.

If you have any questions, please call the Requester
Service Center at (703) 227-9326 and reference case number FO9-
0095.

Sincerely,

—
a /
\\’//? ;<R. Glenn

1 oo~

I'd
Acting Chief, Information
Access and Release Team

Enclosures:
1) Case ID #10 - 2006-04001
2) Case ID #59 - Archiving of ODNT Documents
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

THE NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE,
ADVANCED SYSTEMS & TECHNOLOGY DIRECTORATE

AND THE NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL
AND THE ATR FORCE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

ON -
SPONSORED RESEARCH

A. (U) PURPOSE: The purpose of this Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA)} is to document a formal agreement between the National
Reconnaissance Office (NRQ) Advanced Systems & Tecnnology _
Directorate (AS&T), the Naval Postgraduate School {(NPS), and the
Air Force Institute of Technology (AFIT) on research sponsored
by AS&T.

B. {(U) BACKGROUND: The NRO AS&T Directorate was established to
accelerate the process of identifying promising technologies and
to push revolutionary concepts from the developmental stage into
flight demonstration. In past years, AS&T has funded research
at NPS and AFIT to promote the exchange of innovative research
ideas for the development of a long-term technology base, expose
graduate students to the Research and Development needs of the
NRQO, and to concentrate research efforts on reconnaissance
technology needs. In August 2005 the Director, AS&T expressed a
desire to encourage collaborative AFIT/NPS research projects and
to align the NPS/AFIT research proposal process for yearly and
multi-year AS&T Outreach Office funding. This MOA outlines
details regarding the proposal process, funding issues and
follow-up activities.

¢. (U) RESPONSIBILITIES: The guidelines for funding independent
or collaborative research projects at NPS and AFIT by the NRO
AS&T are outlined in the following responsibilities and
procedures.

(U) NRO/AS&T will conduct and/or provide:

1. (U) Funding: AS&T agrees to fund AFIT and NPS research
projects as an extension of the AS&T Outreach Office
activities on a reimbursable basis. The AS&T Outreach
Office will provide funds on a yearly cycle or basis.
Related indirect costs as negotiated for research focused
on NRO-relevant interests will be reimbursable. Research
efforts may be single year or multi-year; however,
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{U)

multi-year efforts will be subject to yearly NRO budget
reviews and funding approvals. Multi-year efforts that
result in transitioning a product to the next appropriate
phase of the system life cycle are encouraged.

{U) Nothing in this agreement prohibits AFIT or NPS from
accepting research funds from other NRO Directorates or
other government offices or agencies. However, the AS&T
Outreach manager desires to be informed on submissions of
white papers and proposals for future funding to preclude

internal miscommunication on disparate resgearch activities.

2. (U) Transition Plan: AS&T will assist with developing a
transition plan to address what becomes of each project
upon completion. ASST, NPS and AFIT will collaboratively
develop a transition plan for each project to determine -
final status upon completion and agree on all points. The
transition plan will be incorporated into the
theses/dissertations and/or final reports developed by the
schocols principal researchers.

NPS and AFIT will conduct and/or provide:

1. (U) Research: NPS and AFIT will conduct research
investigations according to proposals submitted and
selected for funding on a yearly cycle as outlined in
Section D. Implementation. Proposals may be for classified
or unclassified research.

a. (U) Collaboration: AS&T highly encourages joint
AFIT/NPS proposals but collaboration is not a
requirement. AFIT and NP5 faculty are encouraged to
identify opportunities for collaboration that focus on
complementary capabilities where leverage
opportunities exist and there is a common interest
among the faculty of both schools. Collaborative
projects should utilize the facility resources and
test beds of both schools. They may be single or
multi-year efforts.

b. (U) Administration: Once proposals are approved and
funded by AS&T, the respective research departments at
AFIT and NPS will administer the funds in accordance
with this agreement. The principal researchers will
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be responsible for managing their projects in
accordance with their respective school’s procedures.

2. (U) Facilities: NPS and AFIT will provide facilities,
laboratories, testbeds etc. necessary to conduct the
proposed research and testing activities according to their
submitted proposals.

3. (U) Reporting and Documentation: NPS and AFIT will
provide reporting to document findings, results, and
accomplisbhments of conducted research. Copies of theses,
dissertation reports, final project reports, project
briefings and/or interim progress reports/briefings as
mutually agreed upon with AS&T will be developed for funded
research projects.

4. (U) Transition Plan: AS&T will assist with developing a
transition plan to address what becomes of each project
upon completion. AS&T, NPS and AFIT will collaboratively
develop a transition plan for each project to determine
final status upon completion and agree on all points. The
transition plan will be incorporated into the
theses/dissertations and final reports developed by the
schools principal researchers.

D. (U) IMPLEMENTATION: AS&T Outreach, NPS and AFIT will adhere
to the following process for submission, selection and funding
of proposals. The process is considered to begin in the July-
August months.

1. (U) In July/August each year, AS&T solicits research
interests from within AS&T and other NRO directorates.
These topics will generally be at the Technology Readiness
Level (TRL) 1-3 and specifically related to current and
future NRO programs.

2. (U) By 15 September, AS&T OQutreach coordinates the
presentation of these research interests to NPS and AFIT
faculty via the NRO Space Systems Technology Chair at NPS
and the NRO Visiting Professor at AFIT (the NRO liaisons).
NPS and AFIT are encouraged to utilize the classified web
resources on the DII and ISI programs as a benchmark of NRO
interests to assist the schools with developing their
research proposal topics.
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3. (U) In October, after reviewing the research interests
provided by AS&T Qutreach, NPS and AFIT faculty are
encouraged to submit single-page white papers/summaries on
research topics they feel may be of additional interest to
the NRO. The NRO liaisons will coordinate with AS&T
Outreach to identify an appropriate NRO -technical point of
contact to AFIT and NPS for each topic of sufficient
interest for the development of a full proposal. The NRO
liaisons will facilitate the NRO call for research
proposals by ensuring dissemination of topic and timeline
information to appropriate faculty.

4. (U) In the November/December timeframe, but no later
than 31 December, interested faculty members submit
proposals to AS&T Outreach following each school’s normal
process for submission of research proposals. If it is a
joint AFIT/NPS proposal, the principal researcher will
submit the proposal through his/her school, and copy the
other .school. Joint proposals should include a letter of
commitment from an authorized representative of the
collaborating institution.

5. (U) Prior to 31 January, NPS and AFIT principal
researchers/students present the status of the previous
- fiscal year projects to seniors from the NRO Tech
Enterprise and the appropriate funding sponsor. These
presentations will be given at NRO Headquarters. Also in
January, AS&T constitutes a proposal review/selection team
to prepare for item 6 in February.

6. (U) In the February timeframe, after the presentations
on the previous fiscal year projects, the AS&T Outreach
Manager convenes a board of seniors from the NRO Tech
Enterprise to evaluate proposals and determine which
proposals go forward for funding. Proposals will be ranked
in order of importance to the AS&T mission and, then, by
overall NRO mission. AS&T notifies NPS and AFIT on project
selections and their approved funding for the next year.

7. {U) In February, AS&T funds those proposals that are
responsive to AS&T's research interests and within the AS&T

budget limits set by D/AS&T. AS&T may disseminate the
remaining proposals to other directorates for potential
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sponsorship. In addition, the principal researchers will
provide a final report to the appropriate funding sponsor
for each of the prior fiscal year’s projects by 28
February.

8. (U) From March of the current year through February of
the following year the principal researchers conduct
research and oversee expenditures in accordance with their
respective school’'s procedures and the approved project
budget..

This MOA takes effect upon signature of the Director of
AS&T, President of the Naval Postgraduate School, and the
Commandant of the Air Force Institute of Technology. The MOA
will be reviewed every two years to determine its continued
applicability. Any of the signatories may terminate the MOA by
written notification to other parties. The MOA will terminate
after such written notification.
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