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. .PREFACE

(§) The 1970 annual historical report for the Studies and Observa-
tions Group, US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACSOG), is pub-
lished and distributed separately as Annex B to the 1970 MACV Command -
History due to the sensitivity of MACSOG's operations. It is intended
"to provide a comprehensive understanding of the operations and problems
faced by the command during 1970. Additionally, the required report
preserves the History of MACSOG and provides an insight into the activ-
jties, major decisions, directives, and other significant accomplishments
that occurred during the year.

(ﬁ) The history describes the functions oF the different staff ele- « &«
ments and commands, and, in general, follows the basic organization of T
preceding years. However, the style and format of the report have been

changed to conform with the MACV Command History guidelines as requested

by the MACV Command Historian. In addition, more information has been
incorporated to provide a greater understanding of MACSOG actions and
operations. -

*(U) The 1970 history was prepared under the supervision of LtCol
John H. Blair (USMC), Director, Plans Division. LCDR Mark H. Waggoner.
(USN), Navy Plans Officer, was directly responsible for the writing and
compilation of the history and acted as the MACSOG Historian for 1970.
Members of the Plans Division who aided significantly in the editing
and finalizing of the history included: MAJ Robert J. Kuska (USAF),

MAJ A.H. Walters (USA) and SFC Kenneth Mathis Jr. (USA). SSG George

R. Currin Jr. (USA) almost single handedly accomplished the enormous -
task of typing (and retyping) the entire history. SP6 L.J. Rhodes (USA)
was responsible for the graphic work. Appendix contributions from the
staff elements were coordinated by members of each staff and included

the following: MAJs J.0. Adams (USAF), .L.M. Pelot (USA), K.P. McDonald
(USAF), H.R. Holaday (USA), and M.D. Eiland (USA); LCDRs D.W. Percell
(USN) and H.E. Staples (USN); CPTs A.T. Dean (usA), R.S. Brewer (USA),
R.K. Simmons (USAF), S.J. Spoerry (usA), R.L. Gagnon (usA), C.J. Kraft
(USA), Z.E. Watson (USA), and T.J. Robinson (USAF); LT J.D. . Snyder (USN);

and SSGT M.J. Ferrara (USAF).

(U) The history could not have been prepared without the coopera-
tion and assistance from all members of the MACSOG staff. We are

grateful for this support.

- %( H. WAGGONER /(7//

LCDR, USN
1970 MACSOG Historian
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ANNEX B TO MACy 1970 COMMAND HISTORY

P Sy

STUDIES AND OBSERVATIONS GROuP

INTRODUCTION

charged with the Preparation of classified studies for MACV, CINCPAC,
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In actualits, SOG has been, and con-
“tinues to be, a MACY subordinate command with the normal command and
staff relationships. Operational control of SOG forces was exercised

by COMUSMACV.

east Asia (SEASIA) and has been the only major US military organization
to conduct these operations since the Korean war. All activities were
conducted in conjunction with the Strategic Technical Directorate (sTD),
the RVNAF UW/Special Operations element directly under the Cormanding

JCS, and in some cases, at the presidential level. Advisory support
to the Republic of Vietnam, pertaining to covert and cross-border
operations, was a&; _ ~J'responsibi'lity based on guidance
received from higher levels. "

STD. Programs against the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) and Viet Cong -
(VC) elements in-country and in Laos, Cambodia, and the DM7 continued.
Intelligence information gathered by MACSOG reconnaissance efforts was
exploited and utilized in the major US/Vietnamese incursions into
Cambodia. Planning for contingency and long range UW activities under
existing COMUSSEASIA Plans continued. Advice, training and support '
to the STD in maritime, cross-border, unconventional, and psychological

warfare increased.

-
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ORGANIZATION

General

, (ﬁ) In terms of organization and functions, SOG is in effect, a
Joint Unconven+ional Warfare Task Force (JUWTF), tailored to perform
specific tasks. The headquarters was organized with the normal staff
sections and complete logistics support capabilities. Operational
elements included seven subordinate commands, known as Studies Groups

to maintain their cover on organizational char4s, and the Recovery
Studies Division or Joint Personnel Recovery Center (Figure 1). -

Office of the Commander

(¥8) Chief, SOG, under COMUSMACV, exercised operational command
over the US forces and personnel assigned or attached to MACSOG and
continued to develop RVNAF unconventional warfare (UW) capabilities
through advice, assistance, and support. He was responsible for the .
preparation of UW plans for SEASIA and acted as the Commander (desig-
nate) JUWTF for the area encompassing Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos,
North and South Vietnam, the Red China provinces of Yunnan, Kwangsi,
Kwangtung, and Hainan Island (Figure 2). Chief, SOG was directly
assisted by a Deputy, an Executive Officer, a Command Sergeant Major,
and an administrative section. In addition, the Office of the Com-
mander included a CAS representative in the position of the Special
Assistant (MACS0G-03), a Headquarters Support Branch (MACS0G-05),
and an Inspector General (MACSO0G-04). -

- Headquarters Support Branch

{Z) The Chief of MACS0G-05 served.as the civilian personnel officer
for the hiring of indigenous drivers, guards, maids, maintenance, and
clerical personnel. He also acted as the MACSOG Postal Officer and super-
vised the billeting and messing for transient personnel assigned to
MACSOG. He provided all vehicle and equipment maintenance support for
HQ MACSOG and administered the supplies and equipment issued to the
various staff agencies, including weapons and vehicles. -

Inspector General

(U) Although MACSOG has had an acting Inspector General (IG) since
July 1969, the first full time IG was authorized by the MACSOG Joint

B-3
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Table of Distribution (JTD) dated 28 November 1970. The JTD also pro-
vided two additional positions within the IG office for administrative

and clerical support.

(U) The IG provided Chief, SOG a continuing assessment of the
operational and administrative effectiveness of SOG activities through
evaluation of managerial procedures and practices pertaining to person-
nel, materiel and fund resources; identified problems areas, situations, -
and circumstances which impaired mission performance; determined the
necessary corrective action and evaluated the adequacy of such actions;
and determined the state of MACSOG discipline and morale. The IG was
also charged with making inspections, investigations, inquiries, sur-
veys, and studies as directed by.Chief, SOG and=as prescribed by.law
or regulations. Reports were made directly to the Deputy Chief, S0G. - ¢

983 The IG accomplished several major tasks dﬁringr1970.

1. The first Annual General Inspection (AGI) of MACSOG Head-
quarters was conducted 7 - 18 September 1970. This included inspection
of Headquarters Support Branch, Personnel and Administrative Division,
Intelligence Division, Operations and Training Division, Logistics Division,
Plans Division, Communications Division, and the Comptroller Division.

2. A designated inspection team also conducted AGIs and
Operational Readiness Inspections of the Command and Control Detach-
ments and all Studies Groups. The inspection team consisted of at
least 10 individuals in addition to the team chief and the IG. Each
team member was responsible for inspecting one of the following areas:
Personnel, Logistics, Security, Administration, Intelligence, Operational
Readiness, Training, Command Crypto, Medical, Clubs and Funds, and Com-
munications. Audits of mess associations and funds were an inherent
part of the AGIs.

: 3. The Quarterly Complaints Sessions were initiatéd by the
IG under the provisions of AR 620-1, and sessions were held at all
MACSOG activities during staff visits. '

. 4. Close liaison with the MACV, USARV, USAHAC, and 7th AF
IGs was maintained. :

S. The IG initiated and established an IG section within the
STD organization. Five ARVN officers formed the nucleus for this IG
section and briefings were conducted in their duties and functions.
The transition between concept and implementation was accomplished in -
four months, and the first combined SO0G/STD AGI was conducted on 19

October 1970.

8-5



Staff Elements

(U) The staff elements of the command were designated as divisions
and encompassed all of the major areas required to effectively supervise
the activities and operations of MACSOG. There were seven divisions.

- 1. Personnel and Administrative Division, MACSOG-10 iAppendix 1).

2. Intelligence Division, MACS0G-20 (Appendix II).

3. Operations and Training Divisioh, MACSOG-30'(Appendix II1).
MACS0G-30 was further divided.into five sub-elements:

a. Maritime Studies Branch (MACS0G-31).
b. Air Studies Branch (MACS0G-32).
c. PSYOP Studies Branch (MACS0G-33).
d. Ground Studies Branch (MACS0G-34).

’ e. Status and Analysis Section (SAS).

. 4. Logistics Division, MACS0G-40 (Appendix IV).
5. Plans Division, MACS0G-50 (Appendix V).
L 6. Communications Division, MACS0G-60 (Appendix vl).
= 7. Comptroller Division, MACSOG-90 (Appendix VII).
Operational Elements
; e . - LISj There were eight operational elements with the mis;ionﬂof

executing the special operations assigned to MACSOG.

1. Ground Studies Group, MACS0G-35 (Appendix VIII). The
principle efforts expended by the Ground Studies Group were directed
against specified areas of Cambodia and Laos, which served as NVA/VC
sancturaries or base areas. These areas were identified by the nick-
names SALEM HOUSE (SH) for Cambodia and PRAIRIE FIRE (PF) for Laos.
Subordinate elements of the Ground Studies Group were the Command and
Control detachments, referred to as C&C's. Each C&C detachment was
organized basically the same and could be correctly called a strategic
reconnaissance battalion. In addition to a normal staff, the detach-
ment had two launch teams for control of operations launched from any

B-6



of several sites located along the South Vietnamese border. A security
company provided security for the forward operating bases and any for-
ward launch sites established. Two exploitation companies were avail-

able to exploit targets uncovered by the reconnaissance teams (RTs) -.
the basic units and work horses of the C&Cs. Each C&C was authorized

'20-35 RTs of 12 men each, and each team was made up of three US or three’

ARVN, plus nine Special Commando Unit (SCU) personnel. There were three
C&Cs:

a. C&C North (CCN) was located in Da Nang, and had primary
interest in the northern PF A0 and the DMZ. ; : _

b. C&C Central (CCC) at Kontum, eaefated in both the PF -
T

and SH areas.

c. C&C South (CCS) at Ban Me Thuot, had primary interest
in the SH A0.

2. Airborne Studies Group (Appendix IX). MACS0G-36 was respon-
sible for agent operations which complemented other cross-border intelli-
gence and psychological warfare programs. Originally, the group's assets
were targeted against North Vietnam, but since the bombing halt, most

activities against North Vietnam have ceased. MACS0G-36 was, however,

charged with maintaining the capability to go north, and re-oriented its
assets to other MACSOG cross-border areas of operations. ’

a. The SINGLETON agent program used single individuals in
low level clandestine collection of information. The agents were indigenous

- to Southeast Asia and were targeted against MACSOG areas of interest in

Cambodia during 1970. Concepts for their employment were coordinated with
MACV J2 and CAS. -

b. The EARTH ANGEL program.employed former NVA ralliers to
perform as 3 - 4 man intelligence collection teams. These personnel were
carefully screened and recruited at Chieu Hoi centers, and had to success-
fully pass a polygraph examination before being accepted into the program..
They were given five weeks of training in intelligence collection procedures
in an isolated training facility near Saigon. Then, documentea and out-
fitted as NVA soldiers, teams -normally walked into and out of short to
medium range target areas in Cambodia, spending an average of seven days

in enemy controlled areas. Ten EARTH ANGEL teams were authorized.

~ c. Ethnic Khmer intelligence collection operations, with
the nickname PIKE HILL, used South Vietnamese citizens of Cambodian ances-
try to operate in Cambodia. Using their language fluency and knowledge of
the area and customs, 3 - 5 man teams established a cover as Cambodian
Citizens residing in or transiting assigned target areas and provided
information. PIKE HILL teams were inserted and extracted overland or by
helicopter, and were trained to receive resupply, communicate with the
control station in Saigon, and direct TAC AIR strikes. Ten teams were
authorized.

B-7
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d. Preparations for a program to develop a _modest UW
capability within the Cambodian armed forces began in November 1970
under the nickname CEDAR WALK. ~The program concept envisioned 25
FANK military volunteers, provided by the GKR, to be integrated into
the PIKE HILL program, initially, and then returned to the GKR. Train-
ing for the program was scheduled to commence in early 1971.

e. Short Term Roadwatch and Target Acquisition (STRATA)
teams maintained their proficiency and capability to resume operations
in NVN by conducting similar operations in Laos and Cambodia. A
transition of STRATA teams from a mixture of civilians and military to
all ARVN personnel was completed on 1 July 1970. The teams operated
from a base near Da Nang, and nine twelve-man STRATA teams were

authorized.

f. Project OODLES (¢) was “ne nickname for notional agent
teams designed to portray an apparently extensive and successful agent
network operating within North Vietnam. Fourteen of the eighteen
notional teams created to support this: project, have been activated.
Prior to the bombing halt, radio message traffic and air drops of re-
supply bundles, notional personnel parachutes, and actual pseudo agents,
were used to credibly establish and maintain the existence of these
notional teams. Since November 1968, notional teams presence has been
maintained through the use of family morale messages sent via one-way
voice link radio.

g. The BORDEN (f) program was another diversionary oro-
gram that employed volunteer prisoners-of-war to create the illusion
that extensive agent activities existed in NVA controlled areas. The
recruited agents were provided approximately three weeks of training

'in selected subjects and were then parachuted into specially selected

objective areas. Missions were fully expected to be compromised; the
probability that an agent would be captured by the enemy was high.
Consequently he was given deceptive information to be revealed in
detailed interrogation, and/or compromising documents and materials
were concealed on his person. Over 130 BORDEN (f) agents have been
inserted into areas of North Vietnam, South Vietnam and Laos. _

3. Maritime Studies Group, MACS0G-37 (Appendix XV). The .
Maritime Studies Group was responsible for covert maritime ggerations
conducted by the Vietnamese Navy Coastal Security Service&3°The capa-
bility to carry out missions against MNorth Vietnam was maintained
through extensive training at Da Nang and by conducting operational
missions against selected targets in South Vietnam. Four Vietnamese
Navy boat crews were well-trained and capable of operating PTF's on
operations without US advisors. Six cross-beach action teams with
15 Vietnamese per team were authorized; four teams were operationally
ready for raid or interdiction missions and a sufficient number of
Vietnamese PSYOPS/interrogation teams were available to accompany the
PTF's and PCF's on operations in northern waters.
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However, there were no recovery assets under the direct control of the
JPRC. Functionally the JPRC acted as a sub-element of SOG; in matters
concerning missing in action and captured personnel, it was under the
-authority of COMUSMACV and CINCPAC in performing liaison with US agencies
throughout Southeast Asia. The JPRC maintained close liaison with MACV J2,
CAS, CINCPAC, and the Southeast Asian Embassies. In addition, contact
officers for PW matters were maintained by each military region.

Personnel Strengths .

Headquarters o - P
(U) MACSOG Headquarters began 1970 operations under a JTD aporoved

by the JCS on 21 May 1969 and revised in October 1969. The authorized

strength was 394 spaces. On 10 February 1970, a revised JTD was submitted

which contained 383 authorized spaces; it was approved by the JCS on

19 March. Another revision was submitted to JCS. on 28 November 1970

which shifted several positions within the organization but did not

change ‘the number of authorized spaces. Approval had not been received

at the close of the year. ‘ '

Command

(§) S0G was authorized about 10,000 US, Vietnamese, and third-
country personnel, but the assigned strength averaged a little over
8,000 during 1970 (Table 1). Most of the US personnel were furnished
by the 5th Special Forces Group and 7th Air Force and were placed under
the operational control of MACSOG. The large number of Vietnamese civilians
were recruited as mercenaries and paid by SOG to perform any one of the
many missions assigned. The Chinese were contracted to service and fly
certain aircraft. The Filipinos were craftsmen, technicians, and mainten-
ance supervisors stationed at various SOG locations.

TABLE 1 -
MACSOG PERSONNEL ASSETS

-Us : L o 3rd Country Nationals

Army 1,041 Military 3,068 Chinese 81
Air Force 476 Civilian 5,402 Filipino 44
Navy 74 8,470 125
Marine 17 .
Civilian 7 ‘ : . A
1,615 TOTAL: 10,210
B-10
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Ké} Personnel

(U) Personnel who occupied key positions within MACSOC are indicated

in Table 2.
TABLE 2 |
KEY PERSONNEL, 1970
POSITION -~ DATES - INCUMBENT -

Jan - 7 Jul JCOL S.E. Cavanaugh

1. Chief, SOG .1
o 8 Jul - 31 Dec COL J.F. Sadler
a. Deputy 1Jan - 20 Feb  COL B.P. Gibson
21 Feb - 31 Dec COL L. Franklin
b. Executive Officer 1Jan - 10 Mar  LTC F.G. Wilmot .
“* 11 Mar - 16 Dec - LTC W.E. Little
17 Dec - 31 Dec ~ LTC R.T. Holden
c. Special Assistant 1 Jan - 31 Dec Mr. J.H. Malone
d. Acting Inspector 1 Jdan - 21 Jun LTC A.C. Monshower
General ! 22 Jun - 31 Dec LTC H.C. Hudlin
e. Command Sergeant Jan - 3 Mar  CSM A.E. Schmidthans

1
Major 4 Mar - 14 Dec CSM J.W. Crawford
5

Dec - 31 Dec CSM . McCullah

J
H.P

Jan - 18 Mar MAJ E.D. Duran
W

2. Director, Pers & - 1
Admin Div 19 Mar = 9 Jun  CPT W.L. Nixon
. .- 10 Jun - 31 Dec MAJ H.J. Hagerty
3. Director, Intel Div.  1dan- 1Nov  COL J.F. Smith
. : - 2 Nov - 31 Dec CoL C.J. Portaluppi
a. Chief, Security Br 1 Jan - 15 Jan MAJ H.W. Areheart
16 Jan - 14 Feb SA D.M. Rudd
) 15 Feb - 31 Dec CPT K.A. Rogowski
4. Director, 0&T Div 1Jan - 18 Mar  COL T.E. Marriott
' : 19 Mar - 11 Aug - COL F.C. Petway
12 Aug - 31 Dec COL B.J. Pinkerton
. a. Chief, Maritime 1 Jan - 17 Jan COR J.F. Baumgardner
Studies Branch 17 Jan - 31 Dec CDR T.H. Millen
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

POSITION

b. Chief, Air
Studies Branch

c. Chief, PSYOPS
Studies Branch

d. Chief, Ground
Studies Branch

e. Chief, SAS

Director, Logistics

3. ~*Chief, Medical

Branch

. ‘Director. Plans Div

Director, Commo Div
Comptroller
Director, Maritime

Studies Group

Director, PSYOPS
Studies Group

Director, Ground
Studies Group

Director, Airborne
Studies Group

Director, Radio
Studies Group

Director, Recovery
Studies Division

UNCLASSIFIED

1
16
11

1
10
28

1
11
22

1
22
14
16

(S - o

_ DATES

Jan - 15
Apr - 10
Nov - 31
Jan - 10
Feb - 27
May - 31
Jan -°10
Mar - 5
Aug - 31
Jan - 21
Feb - 13
Jul - 15
Nov - 31
Jan - 21
Oct - 31
Jan - 24
Apr - 31
Jan - 22
Jun - 31
Jan - 17
Feb - 31
Jan - 29
May - 31
Jan - 18
Aug - 31
Jan -.15
Jun - 31
Jan - 27
Feb - 31
Jan - 2
Jul - 31
Jan - 31
Jan - 3
Jul - 2
Oct - 31
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Apr
Nov
Dec

Feb
May
Dec

Mar

Jul
Dec

Fab
Jul
Nov

Dec

Oct
Dec

Apr
Dec

Jun
Dec

Feb
Dec

May
Dec

Aug
Dec

Jun
Dec

Feb
Dec

Jul
Dec

Dec
Jul

Oct
Dec

INCUMBENT
LTC K.E. Heller
R.T. Hillerud
D.R. Graham
MAJ D.J. Thiessen
J. Klapp
H.R. Holaday

. Hayes
. Wilmot
. Radke

o oRmE Epo

. Wall
Lang
Foss
. Adams

LTC
LTC

Perkins
Huff

[49
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LT R.A. Gross
LT J.H. Ganchan

LTC H.A.
LTC J.H.

MacDonald
Blair

COR W.T.
COR M.E.

Hollenback
Emmerson

LCDR L.H.
LCDR A.F.

Klosky
Wilson

CDR H.W. Bergbauer

Sundt

L

Isler
Schungel

Scofield
. HoIlenbeck

>

Reinkér
Morrissey
Mcilmoye

LTC G.R.
LTC R.L.
LTC G.E.
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OPERATING AUTHORITIES

Cambodia

-(¥5) SALEM HOUSE (SH), formerly DANIEL BOONE, was the unclassified
nickname for MACSOG cross-border operations into Cambodia. The stated
mission for SH operations continued to be intelligence collection and
verification (Msg (¥%), JCS 172009Z Dec 68). This mission has been
modified .explicitly by authority to control tactical air strikes (Msg
(¥5), CJCS 240136Z May 70) and implicity by authority to conduct pla-
toon size operations (Msg (¥S), CINCPAC 0115207 Jul 70). -

_ Area of Operations

- 4FS) At the end of 1970, SH operations were authorized in zones
ALPHA, BRAVO, and CHARLIE (Msg (J%5), CJCS 2401367 May 70) and in the
FREEDOM DEAL Zone (Msg (¥5), CJCS 092315Z Jun 70). (See Figure 3.)

1.* Zone ALPHA was the northern zone and extended from the ,
Laotian border to Rt 13 at a uniform depth of 50km from the Vietnamese
(SVN) border. , )

2. Zone BRAVO was the southern zone and extended from a line
drawn west from Lo Go, RVM (WT 9775) to the Mekong River at a uniform
depth of 30 km; and from the Mekong to the Gulf of Siam at a uniform
depth of 20 km.

3. Zone CHARLIE was the mid-section and extended from Rt 13
to Lo Go at a uniform depth of 30 km. . , :

4. The FREEDOM DEAL Zone, or Air Interdiction Zone (AlZ), ‘
was that portion of Cambodia bounded on the north by the Laotian border,.
on the east by the SVN border, on the south by Rt 13, and on the west )
by a Tine 200 meters west of the Mekong River. MACSOG was authorized
to conduct SH operations throughout the FREEDOM DEAL Zone. In effect,
Zone ALPHA was extended west to the Mekong River, however, this authority
expires on 1 May 1971 (Msg (¥5), CINCPAC 06047 Z Nov 70).

Operating Restrictions : ‘ -
(PS) There were no restrictions on the number of operations that

could be conducted in Zones ALPHA and CHARLIE, however, a two day intent

was required (Msg (¥S), JCS 172009Z Dec 68 and Msg (J5), JCS 271617Z Hov 70).

Operations in Zone BRAVO had to be approved on a case-by-case basis, and

a five day intent was required. Operations in Zone CHARLIE were seldom

- conducted due to the density of the civilian pcpulation. o
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(J8) On 1 July, US personnel were prohibited from participating in
cross-border operations in Cambodia, and all ground operations had to
be conducted by ARVN and/or indigenous personnel (Msg (¥S), CJCS 2722372
May 70). The employment of platoon size forces (Msg (¥%), CINCPAC
011520Z Jul 70) and the use of ethnic Cambodian assets in the SH AQ was

authorized. :
L?f) Restrictions were also placed on air operations after 1 July. .

1. Trooplift Helicopters. The use of US trooplift helicopters
in support of SH operations was prohibited (Msg (¥S), CJCS 272237Z May 70).
The VNAF 219th Squadron supported SH operations and was tasked to provide
MACSOG with ten (10) operational CH-34 helicopters per day. : .
" 2. TAC AIR and Helicopter Gunships. The use of US TAC AIR and
helicopter gunships in support of SH operations was authorized when such
support was beyond VNAF's capability (Msg (¥5), CINCPAC 011520Z Jul 70).

3. Air Interdiction. MACSOG FAC's were authorized to conduct
‘air strikes against targets of opportunity within SOG no bombing lines
- (NBLs) (Msg (¥8), CJCS 240136Z May 70). TAC AIR was also authorized
throughout SH Zones ALPHA and CHARLIE (Msg (¥5), CINCPAC 060647Z Nov 70).
Targets of opportunity outside NBLs had to be reported to the appropriate
DASC and assets were allocated by DASC. .

CIS) The insertion of US-led BRIGHT LIGHT teams into Cambodia was
authorized only when there appeared to be a reasonable chance for the
successful recovery of US evaders/PWs. Use of US helicopters and TAC AIR
was authorized in support of these operations. Notification to CINCPAC,
with info to JCS, was required for each US-led BRIGHT LIGHT team inserted
into Cambodia under this authority, together with supporting intelligence
evaluation which generated the operation, and results of the operation.
This authority was scheduled to expire on 1 May 71 (Msg (¥%), CINCPAC
060647Z Nov 70 TANGO 16). :

 Additional Authorities

(¥S) Several additional authorities were granted which increased
the effectiveness of operations.

1. Mining Authority. SH teams were authorized to insert
antipersonnel and anti-vehicular mines throughout zones ALPHA and
CHARLIE, and, until 1 May 71, throughout the FREEDOM DEAL Zone (Msg -
(¥8), CINCPAC 251247Z Dec 70). . -

-2. Based upon MACV Rules of Engagement for Cambodia, SH teams
could employ artillery from gun positions in South Vietnam against enemy -
targets in Cambodia (Msg (¥%), COMUSMACV 281208Z Jun 70).

B-15
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3. Sensors. Emplacement of sensors in the SH A0 was authorized
(Msg CPS) ADM MOORER CJCS 101043Z Jun 70 (BC)). Selection of sensor loca-
tions is dependent upon read out capabilities at Mui Ba Ra and the aerial

- orbiting platform.

Laos

PRAIRIE FIRE (PF), originally known as SHINING BRASS, was the
" unclassified nickname assigned to MACSOG covert cross-border operat1ons
in Laos. The basic concept of PF operations was one of reconnaissance
and interdiction. Operations were to counter infiltration of enemy
forces through Laos. The basic operating authorities were specified
in CINCPAC message 310138Z Mar 67, subject PRAIRIE FIRE Operation Order.

-~

Area of Operations

) The PF area of operations (A0) in Laos was from UTM grid coor-
dinate XD 430980, to XD 430400, to XD 700000, to XC 800950, to YC 030890,
to YB 496801, to YB 497380, to YB 400380, to YB 400020, thence along the -
Laos, Cambodian border to SVN (Figure 4).

(75) COMUSMACV Message 141103Z May 70 proposed a five km change to
the PFAQ just north of the tri-border area to enable MACSOG RT's to
monitor and exploit targets on the road net entering this area from the
west. The proposal was considered but not approved.

Operating Restrictions

(¥8) Multi-platoon exploitation operations were authorized in the
PFAQ, but forces could not exceed three platoons in any single operation.

(¥S) There were no restrictions by area or time frame as to the number
of RTs that could be inserted within the PFAO. RTs could also be inserted
outside the boundaries for operations inside the A0, subject to ‘the con-
currence of AMEMB Vientiane (Msg (¥3), CINCPAC 0320122 Apr 68).

(IS? There were no restrictions as to the number of personnel by
ethnic origin that could comprise any given RT. Thus the number of
US personnel that could be inserted was not restricted by the rules of -
engagement. However, US leadership and participation in these operations
has be§n directed to cease on 1 April 1971 (Msg (¥%), SECDEF 160011Z
Dec 70

(38) US/VNAF aircraft were authorized to infiltrate, exfiltrate,
and resupply PRAIRIE FIRE forces. Airborne forward air controllers,
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visual and photo reconnalssance, and rad1o relay flights were employed.
TAC AIR was authorized within the full depth of the PFAO to exploit
targets of opportunity, interdict lines of communications and to support
the insertion and extraction of reconnaissance teams.

(T%) JCS Message 7312/262148Z Sep 67 (¥5) authorized the deployment -
of personnel to Nakhom Phanom, RTAFB, to establish a launch facility
to support MACSOG operations. Restrictions and limitations were formulated
by command agreements, coordination conferences, and/or Chief, S0G. :
directives. AMEMB Bangkok message 021015Z Nov 70 (¥%) expanded the
restrictions to allow more personnel to remain at the facility for a

longer "period of time.

1. A maximum of 24 indigenous personnel were allowed to rematn.
overn1ght (RON). _

2. No more than one case officer.per STRATA ‘or ARVN team could
remain at NKP to monitor teams.. .

3. Teams had to remain in isolation during RON.

4. Teams could not .remain overnight for a period longer than
four consecutive nights... If it was necessary for a team to remain
overnight, the Political/Military Section of .the American Embassy in
Thailand had to be contacted and advised of the team's presence by
means of a prearranged message.

AMEMB Bangkok message 220/070955Z Dec 69 (¥8) authorized:Ubon,
RTAFB to be used as a launch facility. Verbal agreement of the Royal
Thai Government (Msg (¥%), MACTHAI 130410Z.Jun 70) authorized MACV to
utilize Ubon as a permanent “launch site subject to certa1n restrictions.

1. No team personnel could RON-at the Ubon facility. If an
insertion was not accomplished during the hours available, the team had
to be returned to Nakhon Phanom. _

2. The maximum number of US personne] that could be stattoned
at Ubon for duty as the launch control team was three officers and ten .
enlisted personnel. These personne] were assigned to the 46th SF Company,
. and used a-cover story of supporting a Special Forces FTX. .

} 3. Indigenous personnel could not be stationed at the launch
site. o

4. The maximum number -of personnél staging thru Ubon,'at any
one time, could not exceed two RTs tota11ng not more than six US and
twenty indigenous personnel. S SRR

B-18
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Additional Authorities

. (%) Additional authorities were granted to increase the effectiveness
of PF operations and aid the RTs.

1. Mining. There were no stipulations restricting the use of
mines within the PFA0. M-14 anti-personnel mines were employed to reduce
the aggressiveness of enemy trackers. The locations of emplaced mines
were reported as soon as pos$ible thru channels in eight digit coordinates.

2. Art111efy Support. MACV rules of engagement for Laos authorized
the use of artillery fire from RVN against valid military targets in Laos
(Msg (¥5), 'COMUSMACV- 221149Z Dec 69).

d— ﬂ' ;‘“t.-..
© 3. Sensors. Sensors could be empla®d in the PF AO under '

authorities granted %in the IGLOO WHITE program. IGLOO WHITE operations

were conducted in Laos in support of the personnel/vehicular anti-infil-

tration system, primarily by USAF elements.

4. CS/CN Gas. The authority to use CS/CN gas within the PF AD
was held by the US Ambassador to Laos. Its use was considered on a case
by case basis and was last utilized to assist in an extraction of an
exp]o1tat1on force on 14 September.

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)

MACSOG operations conducted in the DMZ south of the Provisional
Military Demarkation Line (PMDL) were assigned the unclassified nickname
NICKEL STEEL (Msg (¥S), JCS 6319/142123Z Feb 67). The basic concept for
operations was reconnaissance to counter.infiltration of enemy forces
and provide early warning for use by other agencies and military units.

Area of Operations

(¥8) The NICKEL STEEL AO (Figure 5) was defined as the area within
the DMZ south of the PMDL and west of north-south grid line YD 00 (Msg
(78), COMUSMACV 42037/141145Z Dec 68). Other MACV forces operated east
of YD 00. The YD 00 phase line evolved through coordination with the
first military region and XXIV Corps by MACSOG (CCN).

Authorities _ : '

(¥%) Basic operating authorities as they applied to NICKEL STEEL
. operations were established by JCS Message 2865/201835Z Oct 69. This
message cancelled all previous DMZ authorities and contained all
authorities for the conduct of friendly operations in and near the

Vietnam DMZ.
B-19
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1. Squad-size reconnaissance patrols, with appropriate
infantry unit backup to assist in extraction if required, could be
conducted in the DMZ south of the PMDL.

2. Artillery, Naval gunfire, Tactical Air, and B-52 strikes
were authorized south of the PMOL as required by the situation.

. 3. Enemy small arms/artillery/motar/rocket fire from north
of the PMDL could be countered with heavy ground, naval or air fire
until enemy weapons and ancillary facilities were neutralized.

4. Sensors could be implanted south of the PMDL.

-5. No ground forces were authorized.north of the PMDL.

Authority was requested to employ unlimited size patrols in ’

the DMZ south of the PMDL, artillery, TAC AIR strikes and Naval gun-
fire north of the PMDL as the situation required, and the right of -
overflight north of the PMDL by observation aircraft (Msg (¥%),
'COMUSMACV 29851/171253Z Jun 70) and to employ PRAIRIE FIRE platoons
in the DMZ south of the PMOL (Msg (¥%), CINCPAC 200517Z Jun 70).
These requests were denied by JCS message 041659 Sep 70 (¥5).

l,"

OPERATIONS

Targeting Process

(}) Térgets for operations conducted by SOG were recommended by

several sources and underwent critical examination before final approval.
SOG operational elements were one source of targets. Other targets were
nominated by the Field Forces and 7th Air Force to MACY J2, where they
were combined with targets nominated by various MACV J2 agencies. J2:.
and the SOG agencies then forwarded their targets, together with assigned
priorities, to a target workshop, which reconciled SOG operational capa-

bilities with target feasibility and intelligence collection require-

ments. The workshop was composed of represenatives from MACSOG-34, 35,
and 36 and the C&Cs. A review panel, composed of the Deputy Chief, S0G

and Directors of MACSOG 20, 30, 34, 35, and 36, then met and produced
a final target list for Chief, S0G's approval. SO0G's Operations and

Intelligence Division commenced development of target packages for use

in team preparation.

(§) The approved target list was forwarded to J2 for presentation

to COMUSMACV and final approval on or about the 20th of each month.
Operations commenced the first day of the target month.

8-21
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(%) MNew targets, requiring immediate action, could be nominated at ‘
any time. The target panel met weekly, or as needed, to make adjustments
in the monthly target list. '

Reconnaissance Information ,

(%) Information cd]]eéted by SOG forces was reported to the

intelligence community by several means.

1. While the team was still in the field, important information
was reperted to a FAC or radio relay site, whofurther relayed it to a =
C&C detachment. The C&C detachment then issued a Spot Report with the
information to Headquarters, SOG, and the Field Force concerned.

2. When a team returned, an Advahced Intelligence Report was
filed immediately. A detailed After-Action-Report followed the thorough
debriefing of the team. These reports were forwarded to MACS0G-20 for

further dissemination to MACV J2 and the US intelligence community in
the form of Intelligence Reports.

1970 SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

General

(%) Periodic wrap-up briefings were:-presented to COMUSMACV and key
members of his staff throughout the year which summarized MACSOG's:
activities. The briefings included detailed presentations of operations
and served to keep COMUSMACV fully cognizant of SOG's capabilities, limi-
tations, restrictions, and accomplishments. Resumes of the briefing -
highlights follow which represent a chronological summary of MACSOG
operations during 1970. Although reconnaissance teams (RTs) were
assigned specific target areas within or near a given base area (BA),
only the general BAs are referred to in summarizing the operations
(Figure s?.

 Wrap-Up: 1 -'14'Januar37

2
1

BAs 350/351

(3%) An RT heard an unknown number of trucks moving south on Route 14
during the night of 4 January and a tracked vehicle moving.north the next
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morning. On 6 January, the RT made Contact with an enemy platoon and
was extracted under heavy fire. Based on past experiences in this area
and the fact that the Cambodians were keeping VC/NVA traffic off of its
major routes, the traffic heard by this RT was evaluated as Cambodian.
Another team surprised two NVA soldiers and tried to get them to surrender; -
however, both soldiers attempted to escape and were killed. As the team

" moved forward to search the bodies, approximately 12 additional enemy were

observed moving into -the area, forcing the teams extraction. Three teams
"reported no significant sightings. '

" (¥8) SOG aerial observers photographed an extensive Cambodian
village on.a well used road leading into BA 350. The village was not
there in April 1969, and most of the construction had taken place since
September 1969. Low level photographs verifi®d that the village of over
95 dweTlings was occupied by Cambodian civilians. It was speculated
that the Cambodians built the village near BA 350 and astride a major
road to impede VC/NVA use of the area.

BA 740

(J8) One RT walked in from the Bu Prang Special Forces Camp, but
was extracted a short time later after being compromised by 3 civilians.
Two EARTH ANGEL teams walked in from the Duc Lap Special Forces Camp
on 11 and 12 January and continued their missions of area reconnaissance.

| (38) North of BA 740, three teams encountered squad size NVA/VC
elements and were extracted under fire. ‘

BA 702

(¥8) A company walked from the Duc Co Special Forces Camp to an area
just east of the Cambodian border and established a 10-day patrol base
for operations. They made contact with an estimated squad on 11 January
but sustained no casualties and continued operations. Two RTs walked
into Cambodia from the base, made contact with platoon or larger size = -
elements, and were extracted under fire on the second day of their
"mission.

(¥5) On 9 January, while moving to an extraction LZ, an RT made °
contact with an estimated enemy squad after eight ‘days in the area.
During the initial exchange of fire, the two US team members were
killed. After 10 to 15 minutes of heavy firing, three SCU team members
succeeded in breaking contact and were extracted. A BRIGHT LIGHT team-
returned to the area, and shortly after insert, was affronted with an
unknown size force. One SCU and an NVA were KIA. The enemy broke
contact and the team then recovered the two US bodias along with all
equipment and personal items.
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(¥8) On 1 January, having been shot off its primary and alternate
LZ on 31 December, an RT was walked ifito its target area from SVN.
The team made contact with an unknown size force and was extracted
under heavy fire. Another team spent six days on the ground and re-
ported no significant enemy activity.

(¥S) The Cambodians continued to build-up military positions south
of the Tonle San River and a no fly area was established to preclude
any incidents between S0G aircraft and Cambodian AAA positions.

BA 609

(¥5) Four RTs conducted area reconnaissance missions, the most
significant report was from an ARVN team whick®had spent five days on
the ground. On 14 January between 0800 - 1000 hours an estimated
enemy regiment moved past their position from southeast to northwest.
A short time later they made contact with an unknown size enemy force
and were extracted.

Six roadwatch teams spent a total of 32 days on the ground.
In most instances the teams were only able to.observe the road for
short periods of time due to the enemy's road security and overall
high level of activity. Trucks were heard or sighted by most of the
teams; the engines were well tuned and the vehicles ran with black-out
lights on. The trucks were 2% tons, stake bed style with sideboards
that struck overhanging foliage. The general flow of traffic ran from
west to east and then south into Cambodia to a possible transshipment
point immune to TAC AIR and exploitation forces. Two teams on High-
ways 96/110 reported 34 vehicles passed their locations between
12 - 14 January. Another team reported sighting or hearing over 100
vehicles, 61 moving west to east and 40 east to west, along Highway
110 over a 7 day period. A fourth team reported observing 60 vehicles
from 10 to 13 January. Half of these appeared to be loaded when
moving east. A team located on Highway 613 reported that 32 trucks
moved during the hours of darkness over a seven day period. The team
 estimated that an enemy way station or truck park was located in the
area as vehicles appeared to leave the.area empty, move north and
return loaded approximately four hours later. This report was based
on the sounds af the engines laboring on the return run since heavy
vegetation and enemy activity prevented the team from moving close

enough to observe.

A patrol base was operational for 14 days and five team
walk-ins-were attempted. Three of the five teams made contact and
had to return to base. The other two elements spent a total of 4
days on the ground and reported no significant enemy activity.
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{¥8) TAC AIR and AC-130 aircraft were called in by several teams
resulting in 25 vehicles destroyed. On 13 January, four F-4s delivered
44 750-pound bombs on Highway 110. The road was badly damaged for
approximately 100 meters, however trucks were reported to be moving
past the interdicted section on the 15th. Artillery from.Ben Het was
also employed against the road with unknown results.

Northern PFAQ

(¥5) In the northern half of the PFAO, weather limited operations,
and only two teams were able to get on the ground. One RT was inserted
on 13 January and extracted on the 14th after contact with an unknown
size enemy element. Another team was launched—from Quang Tri, but a =
FAC found the target area saturated with enemy personnel and the team
was diverted back to the mission launch site. TAC AIR was employed,
but the exact enemy casualties could not be determined due to rapidly
deteriorating weather.

x

~

Wrap-Up: 15 January - 4 February |

v

(¥5) An EARTH ANGEL team tried to re-establish contact in Cambodia’
with a Montagnard family that a previous team had met in November 1969.
The family in question was no longer in the area; however, the team was
successful in winning the confidence of another Montagnard who stated
he had at one time lived near Duc Lap. This individual reported that’
no VC had been in the area during the past month, and that the villagers
did not 1ike the NVA or VC. A gift kit containing a mosquito net,
pajamas, sweater and personal items was given to him, and he agreed to
report any enemy activity to the EARTH ANGEL element when it returned.

(#5) A SINGLETON agent, who was responsible for obtaining an official
Cambodian party document in December 1969, operated near Minut, Cambodia

- as a wood cutter. While in Minut, he learned of a VC sapper training -

area just south of the city. The instructors were reported to be Chinese
Communists, and the class was composed of 40 males and 30 females, all
SVN citizens between the ages of 15 and 20. .This. class was supposed

to have graduated on 15 January. : '

BAs350/351 - -
(¥5) Three RTs encountered squad to p]étoon size elements on the
second and third days of their missions and were extracted. One of

the teams observed over 140 enemy moving both southeast and northwest:
near Highway 131 on 25 January. Between 19 and 23 January, one of three
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other teams observed 15 vehicle$ moving from the northeast to the south-
west along an unmarked 3 meter wide road. Short stay times of these
elements confirmed that enemy activity in this general area remained
relatively high. A night parachute infiltration team in another area
. was on the ground for five days and reported no s1gn1f1cant activity.

(¥%) A two platoon patrol left the Bu Dop SF Camp and established
a patrol base in SVN. After launching one RT, the PB covered its move-
ment and then moved east where it made contact with an unknown size:
enemy force. The platoon broke contact after 3 SCU were s]lghtly
wounded. Enemy casualties were unknown.

BA 702 , - ' -

(167 On 20 January, an ARVN team was compromised by an estimated
enemy platoon shortly after insert and was extracted. Ten days later,
another ARVN team was reinserted, also compromised, and subsequently
extracted the same day. The first team observed about 40 enemy in the
platoon, only half of which were armed.. The unarmed individuals were
believed to be laborers working cultivated areas seen in the immediate -
vicinity.- :

(¥8)'North of BA 702, three elements made contact with platoon
size units and were forced to be extracted from hot LZs.

(¥8) The Cambodians continued to build up south of the Tonle San
River and photo intelligence indicated that they were also building a
semi-permanent base north of the river. This activity was believed to
cause the enemy to move a regiment south into BA 701.

BA 609

(¥5) Six teams operated in the Cambodian salient, five of which
engaged unknown size enemy units. Between 25 and 29 January, -one of
these teams heard over 75 vehicles moving both north and south along .
Route 613. The sixth team was an EARTH ANGEL team which was listed =
.as MIA on 3 February.

(¥5) In the PF portion of BA 609, two ARVN-led teams were on the
ground for 13 days before making contact; both elements were extracted
under fire. A team made up of eight US and two ARVN moved to a position
200 meters south of Route 110 on 21 January to capture a PW. They heard
an estimated 75mm to 105mm artillery piece firing and impacting approxi-
mately 4,000 meters from their position. - This was the fifth report in
a month of artillery firing generally to the west. (In May 1969, recon
teams reported similar artillery firing before an attack against Ben
Het.) The RT kept the road under surveillance from 21 thru 23 January -
and over 100 vehicles carrying rice and POL were seen or heard. The
following pattern of enemy activity was noted:
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1. At 1730 hours, 2 fivé“msg'gecurity element cleared the
road and individual guards were randomly posted along the road.

2. At 1900 hours, two shots were fired from the west, fol-
lowed by two shots from the east, then trucks began to move from
west to east. : ' ,

3. The trucks moved at about 15 to 20 MPH and only drivers
were seen in the vehicles.

4. Whenever an aircraft was heard, a signal shot was fired,
followed by two rapid shots, and the trucks would come to a halt on

the road. At one time due to an orbiting FAC, it took.one group of - o

vehicles an estimated 2% hours to go roughly 3,000 meters.

(¥%5) On the night of 23 January, the RT established its ambush,
and twenty vehicles passed thru the ambush before a target was selected.
A truck carrying 50 pound sacks of rice and one POL drum was hit but
unfortunately the-driver was KIA. The RT immediately came under fire
by an enemy security force and evaded to an LZ where it was extracted
under heavy ground fire.: '

(¥5) “On 25 January, a second RT was inserted along Route 119 and
engaged an.estimated company before it could take up a position to
observe the road. They were extracted under the cover of TAC AIR and
helicopter gunships. Two other teams observed only 20 vehicles on
Route 110 over a period of 7 days and were extracted under light small
_arms fire. Decreased truck activity was attributed to TAC AIR, RT .
activity along Routes 96/110, and a diminishing of the enemy's “Crash

Program" to resupply units in the south.

(#5) Photos taken by RTs and FACs indicated Route 110 was highly
maintained. When the route was interdicted, it was usually repaired.
within 3 to 4 hours. On 21 January, a FAC flying in support of opera-
tions spotted nine vehicles on the road, called for TAC AIR, and all
nine vehicles were destroyed. '

BA 614 _
~ [¥%) Northwest of BA 614, a STRATA team was inserted on 23 January.
On the 25th, the team sighted a small enemy force and became split.
Three of the six team members were extracted; the others were listed
as MIA.- '

-

BA 607

(¥%) Three teams west of the base area confronted unknown size enemy
forces and were extracted under fire. Another RT was able to conduct a.
10 minute wire-tap before making contact with an estimated platoon. The
team was extracted under fire, and the tape was released to the 8th Radio
Research Group (8RRG) at Phu Bai. '
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BA 611

(IS) The northern portion of the PFAQ continued to be a center of
high enemy activity. Nine teams operating in this area were beset
"with platoon size elements and one team encountered an estimated
company after discovering a 30 bunker complex. The enemy's anti-
commando activity kept RT stay times to less than 2% days in their
respective target areas. = .

R N iy

(¥5) One team was able to complete a wire-tap on a six wire multi-
plex system before being compromised. Unfortunately the wire-tap devices
could only record up to 10 kilohertz band width, and the enemies system
in this case was about 35 kilohertz band width.  Only a very limited B
signal could be picked up, but the tap was forqsrded thru RR channels.. * A

Wrap-Up: 5 - 25 February

BAs 350/351°

(¥3) On 14 February, an EARTH ANGEL team observed five groups of
enemy moving northwest to southeast on Highway 13 ranging in size from
one man to an estimated company. On 15 February, the team observed an
additional three groups of NVA/VC totaling 41 people moving in the same
direction. On the 16th, the team moved to a new vantage point and
sighted four groups of enemy moving southeast ranging in size from 3
to 20. Most of the elements sighted wore green fatigues, web gear and
were armed with AK-47s and B-40 rocket launchers. The team returned
overland to the Loc Ninh Special Forces Camp on 17 February after
completing its mission. .

(¥85) A two platoon patrol base (PB) continued operations out of
the Bu Dop Special Forces Camp and covered the movements of three
recon elements to a drop-off point near the SVN border. In one incident
the PB made contact with an unknown size enemy force shortly after
launching an RT. The platoons were successful in engaging the enemy
and giving the recon team additional time to clear the area and continue
its mission. Al1 three RTs were extracted on the third day of their
missions after making contact with unknown size enemy forces. One
team reported that a track vehicle was heard moving north between 7
and 8 February. Four trucks and what was believed to be earth moving
equipment were also heard. Another team found two east-west oriented
roads four meters wide, capable of accomodating up to-five ton vehicles.
One of these roads showed signs of recent heavy use.

(¥8) While performing a trail watch mission on a southwest-north-

east oriented trail, an RT observed approximately 300 enemy moving
southwest in six groups. Two groups sighted were accompanied with
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six large individuals that appeared to be Chinese.

They spoke in a

dialect not recognized by any of the team members and they wore green
fatigues, black berets and were armed with pistols. The enemy troops
themselves wore clean green fatigues, black or gray nead bandanas,
rucksacks and web gear and carried AK-47s. The soldiers were carrying

their weapons in a relaxed manner, and no point or

flank security was

observed, indicating that the troops had recently left a bivouac or
rest area in or near BA 351. The team was compromised by an unknown
size enemy force; gunships supporting the extraction reported an

estimated 30 enemy KBA and 60 enemy WBA. A second

team was reinserted

into the same target area, but it was immediately compromised and

extracted.

-

(¥8) Four teams spent‘eiéht days on the ground

and all four wére

extracted after being compromised by unknown size enemy forces. One
team heard a total of 19 trucks moving near its position over a two
night period. Another team in the same target area between 19 - 21
January, observed 15 trucks moving on a northeast - southwest oriented

road. -

. (¥%) A team inserted on 20 February was extracted on 23 February
after reporting negative enemy activity. Another team was reinserted
on 25 February and was shot out of -its LZ by an unknown size enemy

force.

BA 740

(¥5) On 20 February, an RT observed seven enemy armed with AK-47s

moving northeast along a trail. On the 21st the team observed four

NVA pulling a cart which contained an 82mm mortar.

A1l uniforms appeared

fresh. The team was later compromised by an estimated two squads of
enemy and was extracted under cover of helicopter gunships.

(¥8) An EARTH ANGEL team walked into the area from. Duc Lap Special
Forces Camp on 20 February to reestablish contact with a Montgnard in

the area.

Wasteland

(¥) In the wasteland area, one RT was“inserted by pérathute from

a helicopter during hours of darkness with the mis
but was ‘compromised the first day and extracted.
compromised by an unknown size enemy torce on the
operation.

BA 702

sion of trailwatch _
An ARVN-led team was
fourth day of its

L}f) In BA 702, seven teams were active. Five team were compromised

by small numbers of enemy shortly after insertion.
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were compromised by squad and platoon size enemy forces. All units were
jmmediately extracted under gunship -cover.

" BA 609

{¥5) In Cambodia, four of five teams were extracted without incident
after completing their missions. The fifth team observed a well main-
tained 3 - 4 meter wide north-south by-pass road off Route 613 before
being compromised by an estimated enemy squad and extracted. None of
the five teams observed equipment or supplies moving into SVN.

(¥5) From 1450 to about 1530 on 21 February, an Army FAC from CCC
observed a 40-man enemy formation moving south along Highway 613. Twenty- | .
five of the enemy wore green fatigues, web gear and ruck sacks and - % M
carried small arms; the remaining 15 wore black pajamas and carried
heavy loads with no weapons. The formation extended 30 meters with
10 - 15 meters between individuals and moved along both sides of the
road. A US type % ton jeep led the formation with a second jeep in
the rear. Each time the FAC came within range, the enemy fired at the
aircraft. The SH rules of engagement at this time precluded the employ-
ment of TAC AIR or artillery from Ben Het against this lucrative target.

¢¥S) In the Laotian section, nine teams operated in six target
areas. Two teams spent a total of 18 days on the ground. Between
7 and 8 February, one of the RTs reported hearing 22 trucks and 8.
other vehicles moving east on Route 96G. Based on truck noise and
gear shifting the team estimated that all of the trucks were loaded.
Throughout the six days that it was on the ground, the same team heard
g82mm and 105mm artillery fire northeast of its position. Impact areas
could not be determined. This was the sixth report in one month of
artillery firing in this area. An ARVN-led RT was inserted into the
same target area on the 11th and was extracted without incident on
21 February.

(#5) Two teams were shot out of their LZs. A third RT, conducting
a roadwatch mission on Routes 96/110, observed an enemy.company size
complex containing 15 - 20 bunkers, each with an overhead cover con-
structed of dirt and bamboo. Fields of fire had been cleared for 100
meters in all directions. On the second day of its mission, the RT
made contact with an enemy platoon and was extracted. Another team
heard a total of 70 trucks moving west to east on Route 110 over a
period of seven days.

(#S) A two platoon size force of 107 personnel was inserted on -
23 February under the cover of TAC AIR on a roadblock mission. The
operation was conducted in 3 phases. In the first phase an LZ and a
vantage point overlooking Highway 110 were selected and subsequently
secured. In the second phase, the force seized and physically blocked
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a portion of Highway 110 for interdiction. Phase three included recon- .
naissance along the highway to determine the flow of traffic, interdict
targets of opportunity, and capture @ POW. TAC AIR, which included C-119s,
C-130s and F-4s, and 175mm artillery from Ben Het were employed to inter-
dict the highway, strike enemy troop concentrations, and counterattack
enemy ground probes. Over 165 enemy rounds of mixed 60mm, 82mm .and 57 RR
of both HE and CS varieties were directed at the force, and enemy ground
probes were continuous. No vehicular traffic attempted to pass the
interdiction point and the only traffic sighted or heard was west of

the road block. Portable loudspeakers were used in an attempt to get
enemy soldiers to Chieu Hoi but the only results- were mortar rounds. On
24 February, an all ARVN RT provided a diversionary effort and early
warning for the two-platoon force. On the 25th. the RT engaged an _ »
estimated platoon size force. One SCU and the ARVN team leader were

KIA and the team was subsequently extracted.

BA 613
’ (¥%) Three RTs were beset with unknown size enemy forces, but reported
no significant vehicle sightings. One team sighted a slightly damaged

bulldozer on 26 February and TAC AIR was employed to destroy it. Heli-
copters supporting extractions received small arms and 37mm AAA fire.

BA 614

(%) Two STRATA teams were descended on by estimated platoons and
extracted under ground fire. Two RTs were compromised shortly after
insert by unknown size enemy forces and extracted.
BA 607

(¥S) An RT conducted a wire-tap on a wire that was attached to

. overhead poles and trees by glass insulators. The team tapped the

wire for an hour and a half; tapes were forwarded to the 8th RRG at

- Phu Bai for evaluation.

(¥8) Approximately 30 enemy armed with AK-47s compromised one team
on the third day of their mission, but weather prevented a quick extrac-
tion. The enemy jammed the teams FM radio after making contact; radio
contact was reestablished on an alternate frequency, and TAC AIR was
directed on the eneny positions. One machine gun was destroyed and
there'was one secondary explosion. On the fourth night, the team
leader called in C-119 gunships to within 15 meters of his position
by using a mini-ponder transmitter which positioned the team on the
aircraft radar. Screams and cries from the enemy were heard through-
out the night. The weather broke the next morning, and the team was
extracted under cover of TAC AIR.
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) An RT was extracted on the second day of its point reconnais-
sance mission after being compromised by trackers. Two other teams
spent a total of 14 days in one target area. The first RT inserted on
6 February to conduct a wire-tap and was extracted 8 days later without
incident. The second team, ARVN-led, was inserted as the first was
extracted. The team was extracted when three SCU became i11.

BA 611

(¥5) An ARVN-led team was inserted on 15 February and extracted on

19 February after two team members became i11. Another RT was inserted

on the 24th with the mission of roadwatch on Highway 921B. It was

extracted on 26 February after making contact with an unknown size

enemy force. . . : - ® B
(¥5) In Laos, one team came under attack by an estimated platoon

necessitating its extraction on the second day of the mission. MNorth

of BA 611, two teams launched together on 17 February were inserted

on separate LZs.  Collateral sources, however, reported that the enemy

had seen the insert and both teams were extracted the same day.

17

BORDEN QK) Program

(¥s) The activities of several BORDEN Cf) agents were brought out
in a document captured on 19 January in Phu Yen Province by an element
of the Capital ROC Division. This document indicated that SOG diver-
sionary efforts were receiving satisfactory results and listed the
names of eight ex-BORDEN (¢) agents; five were inserted in Laos and
three in SVN from November 1968 to April 1969. The document was hand
written by a political officer in Phu Yen Province utilizing guidance
he had received from the B-3 Front, and it ordered the arrest of
captured NVA soldiers employed in intelligence activities by the
enemy. The document described the method by which agents were infil-
trated; described their mission in part as persuading members of VC/NVA
units to respond to the Chieu Hoi Program; and descr1bed their uniforms
and equipment.

Wrap-Up: 25 Fébruary - 18 March

(#5) Inserts in the SHAO were restricted during the visit of the o
. US astronauts to Cambodia and were also curtailed in BAs 701/702

because of increased Cambodian military activity. The percentage of
ARVN-led reconnaissance teams, however, steadily increased. In December
1969, 20% of the total inserts were VN-led. In January 1970, 18%;
February 28%; and during this period the percentage of VN-led teams
reached 65%.
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BAs 350/352

Three EARTH ANGEL teams were inserted overland from the Loc
Ninh Special Forces Camp. These teams were the first reconnaissance
elements to be reinserted into the Fishook area since August 1969.
On 14 March, one team observed what it believed to be an NVA/VC platoon
moving SE into SVN. It returned to Loc Ninh on the 15th. B

- BA 351

CPS) Although reliable sources reported no known enemy elements of
major size in BA 351, SOG teams experienced difficulties with what was
believed to be rear service elements, especially in LZs west of BA 351 ~
near Reiners Road, the bypass of Highway 131. Truck traffic had been
entering BA 351 from the west; however, during this period, FACs flying
out of Quan Loi observed that traffic moved into the base area from the
north. Teams were targeted accordingly, and it was discovered that
between 350/351, a large enemy build-up had taken place which included

a divisional headquarters, two regimental size units and several uni-
dentified elements.

(¥$) One team was compromised by an unknown size enemy force on the
first day of its mission and extracted under cover of gunships. While
located on a three meter wide trail, another element observed several
small groups of enemy moving to the west. Most were engaged in some
type of logistical activity such as transporting rice. On 4 March,_the
team found a hootch containing from 40 to 50 large bags of grain. The
RT was extracted by helicopter the next day after being compromised
by an unknown size enemy force.

(¥5) An RT monitoring a northeast - southwest trail on 9 March
observed approximately 40 NVA/VC moving northeast. The enemy wore
clean green fatigues, belt type web gear, heavily loaded rucksacks
-and carried AK-47s. They moved single file on the trail with 2 - 5
meters between individuals and were led by what appeared to be a’
Chinese. This was the second report of personnel with Chinese charac-
teristics in this area. The team was compromised shortly thereafter
and extracted by STABO rig without further incident.

(78) A recon element, launched overland from the Bu Prang Special
Forces Camp on 27 February was compromised on 1 March. During extrac-
tion, a UHIH was shot down by intense enemy ground fire, seriously -
injuring_a US team member. Team and crew were extracted under cover -
of gunships. . .
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BA 740

(FS) An EARTH ANGEL team walked overland from Duc Lap Special Forces
Camp on 27 February and contacted a friendly Montagnard farmer. The
farmer stated that he had observed many NVA/VC in the hills about two
kilometers northwest of his village, but he could not give an exact lo-
cation. When the team returned to Duc Lap, one agent defected to the
enemy and unsuccessfully attempted to capture one of the other team
members to take with him.

(78) Three teams reported negative enemy activity, and an ARVN RT
was extracted on the 2nd day of its mission because of Cambodian
civilian activity in the area. One RT made contact with an estimated -
two platoons and was extracted under fire. On 19 March, another team
was extracted with a POW, but the POW died from wounds received during
a firefight with the RT. :

BA 701

_ (J%®) South of BA 701, an RT was compromised by an unknown size

enemy force on the 2nd day of its mission and extracted under light
small arms fire. In the BA, an EARTH ANGEL team found a storage area
containing a rice cache and a bunker complex during a seven day mission _
but sighted no troops. :

BAs 609/613

(¥8) Traffic was monitored in Cambodia to ascertain whether supplies
were stopping in this area or moving into SVN. ‘A FAC photographed a
newly constructed bridge, estimated to be 75 meters Tong and 4 meters
wide. There were definite signs of recent use, probably by trucks
moving south. CAS also reported that supplies (mostly food and POL)
were being shipped from the northwest for temporary storage in this
area prior to being moved south toward BA 702 and into SVN.

(¥5) In Laos, photographs of Highways 96/110 were taken by FAC
riders on the evening that the two platoon road interdiction force
was extracted. The photos clearly showed that the highways were
impassable at several points. At 1000 the next morning, the FAC.
returned to the area; photographs showed that the road was repaired
and had already been used. In addition, new security bunkers had
been established. ‘

Two teams reported hearing an estimated 65 2% ton trucks
on Highway 110 on 2 and 8 March. Another team was inserted on 15
March to conduct a roadwatch on Highways 96/110, but was extracted
on 17 March because of heavy enemy activity. Three elements were
extracted immediately after insert under heavy enemy ground fire.
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Three other elements spent from two to four days in their target areas
before being compromised. _

(¥8) An ARVN-led BRIGHT LIGHT team was inserted into a target area
with a mission of recovering an ARVN team leader lost in the same area
in late February. While searching, the element was compromised and
in the ensuing fire fight, the ARVN team leader and one SCU were WIA.

(¥8) Northeast in BA 613, one recon element was attacked by an
estimated two enemy squads on 25 February. The team detonated claymores
and hand grenades, killing an estimated 10 NVA and withdrew. It was
extracted on 27 February. :

BA 614

(¥5) In the base area, an RT was active for six days before being
extracted, reporting no activity. Northeast of the BA, two RT's made
contact with an estimated two platoons resulting in 3 NVA/VC KIA and
5 NVA/VC WIA. This heavy contact plus FAC reports of ground activity
indicated that BA 614 and surrounding area was a probable logistical
base and staging area.

BAs 607/611

(*%) An ﬁT was inserted in BA €07 on 13 March, but was compromised
by an undetermined size force and extracted the same day. Southwest
of the area, a STRATA team reported no enemy activity.

(¥8) In the southern portion of BA 611, one RT contacted an estimated
two squads of enemy and was extracted on 5 March. Another team was
compromised by an estimated platoon and extracted on the same day of
insertion. A STRATA team was separated after contact with an unknown
size force on 19 March; three team members were extracted on the 20th
reporting that the other 3 were KIA.

LIS) North of BA 611, two teams spent 11 days on the ground. The
first team discovered a cache of five 140mm rockets. When it was
extracted on 13 March, the second team was inserted to destroy the
cache and continue the mission of area reconnaissance. This team was
extracted on 16 March after a SCU stepped on an M-14 mine. On 13 March,
another team discovered a camouflaged communications/liaison station
containing 10 hootches. TAC AIR was directed against the area and dense
black smoke indicated that the strike hit some type of fuel storage.
This area was also believed to be a troop infiltration route between
the DMZ and the Khe Sanh area. Two other elements were beset with an
unknown size enemy force and were lifted out shortly after insertion.

B-36




(¥5) One team reported numerous enemy sightings during nine days
in its operational area, and discovered a total of 29 rounds of 82mm
mortar ammo stacked near a suspected firing position on 27 February.
Enemy security precluded destruction of the cache. This team was
extracted on 5 March and another team was inserted. The second team
was extracted on 9 March after being compromised. Another flip-fiop
operation was a roadwatch mission and terminated on 13 March after 4 -
SCU became i11. 3

(¥5) The radio relay site north of Khe Sanh continued to provide
an exceptionally useful means of maintaining contact with teams
operating west of the DMZ. Seven US and 35 SCU were normally on top
of the hill armed with two 4.2 mortars, a 57mm r&coilless rifle and
machine guns. They were capable of directing the fires of 175mm
from a fire base to the east. Despite difficulties in resupply the
risk and hazards to the personnel were offset by the advantages of
‘having a radio relay site capable of monitering team activity with
secure voice 24 hours a day.

Cross-Beach

(8) Twenty-two cross-beach missions were conducted from 1 January
to 15 March. Operations were conducted along the coast of I Corps,
IT Corps and the Delta. Missions in the Delta were along the southern
coast of the Ca Mau Peninsula and were conducted under the nickname
IVY COVER. SOG teams utilized the MARKET TIME facilities at Seafloat
to conduct nine separate missions in coordination with NAVFORV SEAL -
teams. The four most successful operations resulted in 11 VC KIA,
2 VC WIA and 5 VC captured.

Wrap-Up: 19 March - 1 April

BAs 350/351

(¥3) An EARTH ANGEL team was captured by the NVA while enroute to
its objective area on 15 March. During interrogation, team revealed
that they were on a routine mission from the Loc Ninh Special Forces
Camp. On 19 March, the team leader was forced to transmit a message
to a radio relay aircraft that his team had captured an NVA prisoner
and had a wounded team member who required helicopter evacuation. By
using a predesignated duress signal, he alerted his Vietnamese case
officer that the team had been compromised. On 21 March, the leader
overpowered a guard, escaped, and returned to Loc Ninh the same
evening. During the debriefing, the team leader stated that 26 NVA
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armed with AK-47s, B-40 rockets and two 12.7mm AAA guns were deployed
in an attempt to destroy any evacuation helicopters that were sent for
the reported POW and hypothetical wounded team member. Since S0G
policy does not permit use of helicopters to extract EARTH ANGELS,

the enemy plans could not have been successful - even if the duress
signal had not been transmitted. This was the second known occasion

in which the HVA/VC attempted to .set.up a helicopter extraction for
EARTH ANGELS. 4 : .

(¥5) Between the two BAs, two platoon patrol bases launched seven

" RTs from SVN into Cambodia. Three teams were extracted by helicopter
shortly after insertion because of contact with enemy elements. One o
of two teams launched into another target area reported hearing a
track vehicle on 23 March. This was the third occurrence since mid-
February where track vehicles had been heard in this area. The second
team was attacked by an unknown size enemy force on 28 March resulting
in 1 SCU KIA and 1 US WIA. A sixth team reported hearing four groups
of enemy, ranging from 10 to 100 in size, moving northeast and west
between 25 and 28 March. The team also reported hearing or observing
a total of twelve 2% ton trucks. Two trucks contained eight bags of
rice, estimated at 400 pounds each.

(¥%) On 24 March, the third day of its mission, an ARYN RT came
in contact with an estimated 40 enemy accompanied by two dogs. Three
NVA/VC and one yellow enemy dog were KIA; the RT was safely extracted.

(¥5) Two teams operated in another target area. The first team
located an estimated 10 ton rice cache being stored in a bamboo hootch.
The hootch was 25 feet long, 15 feet wide and 13 feet high with a
floor two feet off of the ground. The rice was stacked in 150 pound
bags, three bags deep, five high, in nine rows. This team also found
a heavily used unmarked road oriented northeast to southwest that was
not indicated on any maps. The second team was compromised by an
unknown size enemy force after one day and extracted.

BA 609

(#%) On 19 March, a two platoon patrol base from Dak To established
a position along the SVN border in the northern Plei Trap Valley. The.
PB launched nine reconnaissance elements into Cambodia to reconnoiter
suspected cupply routes leading into SVN. Photographs from the teams
indicated well used trails and possible bivouac/way stations. There <
was also phographic evidence that supplies were being transported
by man-pack conveyance, including bicycles and two-wheel carts. One
team reported a foot bridge across a 5 - 7 meter wide strean and a trail
oriented north/south that ran parallel to the stream. Two other trails were
oriented generally northwest to southeast and were about 1.5 meters wide. The
surface of one trail was covered by bamboo mats that appeared to be about four
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-months old. The sécond trail appeared to be frequently used ;nd well
maintained. This trail led into an area that contained 15 bamboo

houses in good repair, believed to be a bivouac area or way station
facility. '

(¥S) Northeast in the area an RT reported negative enemy activity.
Another team was active for 6 days reporting heavy trail activity on -
trails oriented north-south and east-west. On an east-west oriented
trail, a multi-company size base camp was observed with 30 bunkers .
and 10 sleeping huts. These trail networks strongly suggested an infil-
tration route or resupply LOC where supplies were being man-packed .
toward BA 702. FAC photographs of an east-west oriented bridge, esti-
mated to be 25 - 30 feet long and capable of handling vehicular traffic
of up to 2% tons, further increased this speculgtion. -

(¥S) In another target area, one RT was shot out of the LZ on
20 March. On 23 March, the team was reinserted, but it was surrounded
the next day by an estimated three squads. Helicopter gunships engaging
the enemy caused the grass to catch on fire near the teams position.
Because of the impending hazard caused by the combination of the superior
enemy force and the fire, a UH1H chase ship landed to recover the team.
As the aircraft lifted off the LZ, it exploded and crashed into the
burning jungle, bursting into flames on impact. Four US crew members,

3 US team members and 5 SCU were considered MIA. The fire prevented
.. immediate insertion of any rescue force and subsequent elements were
aborted because of heavy epemy ground fire.

~ (¥3) In the PF portion of BA 609, an RT reported no activity on
Highway 110 from 19 to 21 March. On 26 March, an RT was reinserted
into the same area. At approximately 2130 hours on 29 March, the team
detonated claymore mines which destroyed the front wheels of a 2% ton
truck moving from east to west along Highway 110. The driver of the
vehicle was dazed by the blast, quickly apprehended, and removed to a
rally point. The vehicle was destroyed with thermite grenades. The
team and POW were extracted to Kontum on 30 March.

(¥%) Interrogation of the POW was conducted in Saigon. The POW
stated that he was a corporal in the lst Squad, Transport Platoon,
40th Artillery Regiment, and that his unit was responsible for hauling
food from a.pick-up point in Laos to a delivery point in Vietnam west
of Ben Het. He further stated that the 40th Artillery Regiment was
composed of the 44th, 1st, and 33rd Battalions and that he thought
these units were located west of Ben Het. The prisoner knew nothing
of Chinese advisors in the area. He gave details of his pick-up of
supplies.and delivery to elements of the 40th Regiment, and. spoke
of rumors in his unit about an offensive in -the western part of the
central highlands.
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{¥5) In another target area, a team met heavy enemy resistance on
25 March and was extracted the next day after contact with a platoon
size enemy force. Another recon element was inserted into the area
on 31 March and reported negative enemy activity. ”

(¥$) An ARVN-led element was inserted on 24 March on Route 16.
The team was extracted in two groups on the 28th after making contact

with an enemy platoon. Ten enemy were KIA and 1 SCU MIA. The missing

SCU walked iqto the G-5 radio relay site on 29 March.

BA 607

(¥%) In BA 607, three RTs and a STRATA team were active. In one
target area a team reported making contact with an estimated company
shortly after insert on 20 March, but weather precluded extraction
of the team until the 24th. While supporting the teams movement to
an LZ, a Marine UHLE gunship was hit by enemy ground fire and crashed
killing all aboard. Two other RTs made contact with an estimated
platoon and were subsequently extracted. :

BA 611

0?53 In the Laotian salient, a STRATA team made contact with a
company size unit on 18 March resulting in one team member MIA. North
of BA 611, a team located and destroyed a cache of 140mm rockets pre-
viously located by another RT. They also discovered- an elaborately

constructed and recently used bunker complex that contained six large

bunkers with interspersed foxholes, and commanded an excellent view
over Route 925.

(%) North of BA 611, an RT conducted a successful wire-tap of
enemy wire traffic. After recording for 15 minutes, the team severed
the wire, secured a cross piece with insulators and wire attached,
and moved to an LZ for extraction. : C ‘

Sapper Attack

(¥5) On the morning of 1 April, approximately six sappers attacked
CCC at Kontum. They were supported by mortars and succeeded in pene-
trating the north wall of the camp. As a result of the approximately
eight migute attack, the CO's billet and headquarters building were
completely destroyed, and 16 SCU were wounded. There was minor damage
to other buildings. The sappers successfully escaped.
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Wrap-Up: ..2.- 22 April'

BAs 350/351

(¥8) South of BA 350, two EARTH ANGEL teams were active, both con-
ducting trail watch missions on suspected border crossing points. Over
100 enemy troops were observed crossing from Cambodia into SVN. BA 350.
remained an enemy strong point and missions were temporarily curtailed.

(¥87 A two platoon size PB launched a team on 31 March, in BA 351.
The RT observed over 160 enemy troops moving along a well used road
network, Rhiners Road, which had a heavy canopy making it very diffi- .
cult to see the road surface-from the air. The team also observed a -
company-size base camp which had been recently used. Attempts were
made to insert three teams in another area, but two were aborted be-
cause of heavy ground fire on the LZs, and the third team was extracted .
the same day of insertion. During the aborted inserts, one large cache
and an estimated 400 - 500 enemy were seen on and around the LZs. One
of three other elements observed both NVA soldiers and Montagnards
during its mission. :

(¥5)*A second PB was inserted from Bu Dop on 22 April and the patrol
captured an unarmed male west of Bu Dop who was sent to the Special'
Forces Camp for interrogation. The POW was subsequently turned over
to the 11th Armored Cav Regiment.

(38) Reconnaissance reports inﬁ%cated that the enemy was building
up a base of supply in the eastern part of BA 351. This assessment
was based on the amount of truck traffic monitored by FACs and RTs
since mid-March, and the fact that Cambodian pressure was -increasing
to the west. : :

Wasteland
(¥5) On 18 April, an ARVN-led team.located a platoon size bivouac

area and found a briefcase and rucksack containing a notebook and other

personal items. The notebook, which was written in Cambodian, was the
property of an individual possibly assigned to a rear service unit of

a8 Cambodian Communist organization in northeastern Cambodia. The latest
information in the book was dated January 1970 and referred to various
logistical activities for support of the VC/NVA. :

(¥5) A company-size patrol was active from 1 - 14 April in the
area south of the Tonle Srepok River. One of two teams operating with

the patrol observed a well used trail. The other team was compromised
by an enemy patrol with a scout dog. -One US and two SCU were wounded;
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three enemy and the dog were killed.”” A UHIH helicopter was lost during
extraction when a B-40 rocket hit its tail boom.

(¥%) One RT located a well used trail oriented northwest to south-
east. Another located a north-south trail and also observed four deser-
ted bivouac areas or base camps. A third team was compromised by.an
estimated platoon accompanied by a dog. Thirteen VC/NVA were KIA and
two US and two SCU were WIA.

(¥5) In other‘target areas, five RTs were extracted after encounter-
ing unknown size enemy units. One element located an enemy base camp on
the night of 22 April where three generators were heard running and a

large building, 15 feet wide, 30 feet long and 20 feet high was observed . .

under construction. A series of 6 trails and m&hy signs of foot traffiC
were also observed. Early the next morning, the team was. compromised

by a platoon size element with a leashed scout dog. This was the fourth
sighting of a patrol.and dog in the Wasteland area.

(#5) On 19 April, a FAC flying out of Ban Me Thuot observed 10 enemy
pushing bicycles loaded with bags of grain. This was the fifth sighting
by FAC pilots of this type activity, each identical in nature including
direction of movement to the south. The same day, another FAC photo-
graphed a.40 foot suspension bridge crossing the 0 Phlay River and the
first AAA position located in the Wasteland. Other photographs indi-
cated that the enemy was bringing in bamboo matting in an effort to-
build up the roads prior to the rainy season. This was a change in
transportation emphasis since the enemy by passed this area in the past—
This increased buildup and improvements in the Yasteland area fell into
line with other enemy troop movements southward.

BA 609

(¥5) On 20 April, one team engaged an unknown size force in Cambodia
and captured a POW and 2 AK-47s. The POW was wounded in the neck and
was placed in the hospital under heavy guard. Interrogation revealed
that the POWY was a member of the 2nd Platoon, 2nd Company, 2nd TC Battalion
of the B-3 Front. At the time of capture, he was engaged in rice planting
with other members of his squad north of a base camp located across the
border from Dak To District, Kontum Province. He stated that his battalion
was engaged in rice growing and in transporting weapons, food and ‘
ammo into SVN.

(¥%) In Laos, eight out of ten teams were compromised before comple-
ting their missions. _ .

(?9) One team was almost surrounded by an estimated two squads of
.enemy while conductlng a wire-tap. The NVA wrapped their feet in rags
to suppress noise as they walked through the jungle, but the team still
got away. The tap readout revealed that the enemy was knowledgeable of
someone tapping their wire.
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(¥5) A second team was attacked by an enemy platoon, five NVA were
KIA and the team evaded. Later they observed an estimated 100 enemy
sitting in a clearing as if they were in a class and a regimental size

bivouac area containing approximately 850 camouflaged foxholes and
bunkers. ' ‘

BA 614

- (¥%) In BA 614, three out of five RTs were extracted after contact
with enemy elements. One platoon (4 US and 35 SCU) also established

a mobile patrol base along the Laotian border on 17 April. On 21 April,
the PB engaged an estimated platoon resulting in one SCU KIA.

- ’ _—

‘BA_607

(¥5) On 9 April, a pen flare from the ground was sighted near an
insertion LZ. It was a signal from the co-pilot of a Marine AH-1G
Cobra gunship that had crashed on 21 March while sup?orting another
SOG element in this area. When picked up, the co-pilot stated that he
had been thrown clear of the aircraft as it crashed and that the
pilot was KIA. The co-pilot was taken to the 85th EVAC at Quang Tri
where he was treated for malnutrition and injuries suffered in the
crash.

BA 611

(¥S) Information from a team on a riverwatch mission south of
BA 611, indicated the Xe Sap River was not being used as an infiltration
route. Inside the area, four ARVN teams were continually in contact
with enemy elements. North of BA 611, nine reconnaissance elements
engaged enemy elements. A team from NKP met an NVA squad shortly
after insert, and one of the wounded enemy surrendered to the team
as a POW. He stated that he was an LZ watcher and had notified a
squad of eight Laotians that the RT had landed in the area. The
POW and several Laotians were wounded by claymore fragments during
ggntact; the POW surrendered when his friends withdrew leaving him to

ie. .

(¥S) From the preliminary interrogation of the POW it was learned
that the prisoner was a 29 year old NVA Lieutenant named Tran Dinh
Thang. While in NVN, he had been chief of an ordnance sub-section,
rear service section, 27th Regiment, B-5 Front. In early February
1970, he was assigned to a twelve man civilian proselyting team to
organize and train the local inhabitants in Western Quang Tri Province.
After arriving in the target area, the team members separated, moved
to their assigned areas, and were not in contact with each other there-
after. He lived and worked with the mountain tribes in Laos and Western
Quang Tri Province where he helped the local inhabitants increase
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food production and organize an area “defense force. He stated that the
27th Regiment operated out of the central DMZ area with the mission of
attacking allied forces and interdicting Route 9. He also indicated
that the 3rd Bn, 27th NVA Regiment was located in Western Quang Tri

Province.

West DMZ/DMZ

(¥S) West of the DMZ an RT was active for two days before making
contact with an estimated enemy platoon. In the. DMZ, two RTs were
extracted after compromise by an estimated two enemy squads. A third
team remained active. ' '

-3

Nrép—Up: 23 April - 6 May

(¥8) The JCS approved the PATIO (£) program for the conduct of
tactical air strikes in Cambodia on 20 April, and a SOG FAC directed
the first attack on 24 April against an enemy column of 125 troops in
the Wasteland area. A total of 175 sorties were d1rected against
" lucrative targets during this period.

(}53 Only 10 US-led RTs were involved in the PATIO- (f) operation
until 5 May, when the close hold nature of the.program was lifted.
Then it was decided to utilize both US and ARVN-led teams to direct
TAC AIR. In addition to these recon elements, nine FACs flying seven
0-2s and two OV-10s and four Army observers flying 0-1s out of Ban Me
Thuot covered the 740, 701 and Wasteland complex; and three FACs and
four Army observers from Kontum covered BA 609 down to the 80° east-
west gr1d line. Four F-4s from Phu Cat supported BA 609 efforts,
while six F-100s were dedicated to support str1kes in the 740, Wasteland,
and 701 areas.

BAs 350/351

(#¥5) In BAs 350/351 and vicinity, three RTs were active with
PATIO (£) missions. One RT was extracted on 4 May after contact with
an unknown size enemy force, but not before the team observed an occupied
base camp and bunker complex. TAC AIR struck the target on the morning
of 5 May, resulting in 7 bunkers destroyed and several secondary
explosiofis and sustained fires. A1l SOG elements active in BAs 350/351
were extracted by 5 May to accomodate pending allied cross-border
operations in the area.
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BA 740 e

(¥5) Four TAC AIR strikes were employed against lucrative ground
targets in BA 740. An F-100 strike resulted in five military structures
destroyed, an anti-aircraft position containing a 51 Cal. machine gun
destroyed, one large secondary explosion with numerous balls of black

smoke and flying debris, and ten enemy KBA. Four F-100s struck an

occupied base camp and destroyed 15 bunkers/structures and 200 meters

of trench line; 15 enemy were KBA. Two sorties of F-100s struck an

area described by the FAC as a small city under complete camouflage.

The FAC also stated that while the TAC AIR strikes were doing considerable’
damage, they were not getting the desired results in this type double
canopy and the target was better suited for an ARC LIGHT strike.

(¥%} Nine TAC AIR strikes were directed against targets in the -
Wasteland. One target reported by an RT was identified as an occupied
bunker complex and suspected ammunition storage area. TAC AIR destroyed
three large structures, and there was a large secondary explosion with
a fireball rising to 500 feet.

BA 701

(¥S) PATIO (f) operations expanded to BA 701 on 5 May in order to
screen the southerly movement of any enemy forces evading the thrust
of IFFV elements in BA 702. Twenty-six TAC AIR sorties were employed
against 12 targets. On 5 May, 4 F-4s and 8 F-100s struck an occupied
enemy base camp containing an estimated 150 enemy in trenches and a
-~ river crossing point; 14 structures, 24 bunkers and 150 meters of trench
line were destroyed. There was one secondary explosion and 40 enemy
were reported KBA. Another strike the same day included six sorties
of F-100s which struck an occupied base camp and river crossing point.
Eighteen structures, 12 bunkers, and 3 boats were destroyed. On the
7th, two F-4s struck a reported occupied base camp resulting in three
large secondary explosions and ten hootches and five bunkers destroyed.

(¥S) SOG air assets were utilized to resupply FANK units at Ba Kev
and Labang Siek in a liaison effort nicknamed Operation STICK.

Wasfeland

(¥3) In the Wasteland area, eight RTs were active in six target
areas. Three teams were extracted when team members became i11; four
teams were extracted under fire after compromise by unknown size enemy ~
forces. The eighth RT observed heavy enemy activity around its trail-
watch position from 25 - 30 April. It also observed a large bunker
complex and a well used north-south trail in the vicinity. TAC AIR
was directed against the bunker complex and several structures .and
one bridge were destroyed.
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BA 609

(¥5) In Cambodia, two RTs reported no significant activity and a
third RT had contact with an estimated two enemy platoons. On 1 May,
BA 609 was added to the PATIO (£) target area, and on the 5th, the
area was expanded in order that SOG elements could screen the north-
ward movement of evading enemy from BA 702. Eleven strikes were directed
~against targets in this area. On 5 May, the first 175mm artillery

strike from Ben Het was employed against a suspected truck park. Results

of the str1ke.were unknown.

: (¥%) In Laos, six elements reported negative enemy activity. Two
teams were extracted after compromise by unknown size enemy forces.

BA 614

(¥3) A STRATA team reported no significant enemy activity during
an 11 day mission. A platoon size patrol base launched three teams
into target areas and combatted an estimated platoon; one SCU was WIA
and three enemy KIA. One of the PB RTs was extracted on the eleventh
day of its operation after contact with a possible Pathet Lao squad.
The enemy wore blue-gray uniforms and were armed with AK-47s and one
Soviet 7.62 PPS.1943 sub-machine gun.

BA 611

(¥%) South of BA 611, four RTs were extracted after compromise.
A fifth team recovered the remains of a helicopter pilot from a chopper
that crashed on 21 March while supporting a SOG operation. North of
BA 611, two RTs were affronted by NVA squad size elements and subse-
quently extracted. A STRATA team continued to report negative enemy
activity. ‘ ,

Wrap-Up: 7 - 27 May

Zone CHARLIE

(¥8) SOG <cross-border operatwons expanded during the reporting
period to the area west of the Dog's Head and BA 353 to complement
allied operations, specifically those of the 25th Infantry Division.
Operations had not been conducted in this vicinity in the past, pri-
marily due to the density of the civilian population.
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(78) One element was extracted the same day of insertion after
compromise by an unknown size enemy force. A second team observed
approximately 20 VC/NVA standing by a hut wearing gray shirts, khaki
trousers and armed with AK-47s. The team was compromised by a screaming s
Montagnard woman and withdrew, throwing a WP grenade into the hut. Ten
enemy were killed in an ensuing fire fight, and eight helicopter qun-
ships supported the extraction; an estimated 50 enemy were KBA. Another
RT was reinserted on 25 -May with a JPRC mission of locating an under-
ground POW camp recommended by the 25th Inf Div. The camp supposedly
contained 11 US prisoners and 80 ARVN soldiers. The team located the
underground facilities, but they had been vacated. ' '

(38) Northwest of the Dog's Head, RTs sighted several well used . -
roads oriented east/west and northeast/southwes®. Approximately ten _ «
dark coTored 3/4 ton trucks were observed along one of these roads.

The vehicles were in a compiex of small buildings with an estimated
50 enemy soldiers. At 2000 hours a generator was started and ran
throughout the night; at 0600 the generator was stopped. The troops
then remounted their trucks and departed the area. The generator was
believed to power some type of communications equipment and the enemy
element was possibly a mobile communications unit.

g

BA 740

(¥8) Two RTs were extracted before completing -their missions when
team members became i11. A third team was inserted and extracted the
same day due to impending IFFV operations.

BA 701

(¥5) Operatiohs south of BA 701 to the Prek Nam Lieu River were
terminated on 10 May to provide a buffer zone between SOG operations
and allied elements.

(38) A company size patrol base launched RTs into Cambodia and
conducted reconnaissance patrols on the west side of the Tonle Srepok
River to the SHAQ western limit. The patrols had a mission of locating
cache sites along the river and exploiting targets of opportunity with
TAC AIR.. Twenty-five targets were struck by 66 sorties resulting in
126 bunkers/structures destroyed and three secondary explosions.

One RT engaged a company size enemy force on 28 May resulting _
in one SCU KIA, three SCU WIA, four VC/NVA KIA, and two AK-47s captured.
Eight sorties of TAC AIR were employed in breaking contact. One wounded
POW was captured; he was a platoon leader in the 32nd Company of a
bicycle rice transportation unit. Hine other reconnaissance elements
encountered enemy elements and were subsequently extracted. One RT
was extracted because 6 team members became i11. Only one team
reported negative activity. '
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Ba Key

) SOG's mission team at Ba Kev continued to advise the FANK
force in rifle markmanship, patrolling, and small unit tactics.
FANK patrols with US advisors commenced overnight operations which
produced several targets for TAC AIR. Air strikes destroyed 172
bunkers and caused 32 secondary explosions.

BA 609

(3%) ARC LIGHTs limited team activity in the Cambodian portion
of BA 609 during this period. FACs flying out of, Kontum identified an
extension of a previously discovered trail that ran almost to BA 702
and noted a great deal of activity along the trail; numerous hootchres
were seen and at one point row crops were spotted just off the trail.
TAC AIR struck 22 targets resulting in 223 bunkers/structures destroyed,
three secondaries, and 30 NVA/VC KBA.

- o

(3%) In Laos, five teams were active. Two elements reported no
significant information. Two ARVN RTs were compromised by an estimated
enemy platoon armed with AK-47s. A US-led RT reported hearing 3. trucks : ﬁf
moving southeast.

BA 614

Two STRATA teams spent a total of 22 days in the AO. One
team completed its mission; the second was extracted after contact
with an unknown size enemy force. One RT was also extracted after
enemy contact.

BA 611

(}S) South of the BA, one RT was in almost constant- contact with
enemy elements for three days. Then the team was ambushed by an
estimated ten NVA armed with AK-47s and rocket launchers on 15 May.
There were only light casualties and the team was extracted without
incident after a days weather delay. - North of BA 611, an ARVN RT
completed a seven day mission, and three other teams encountered
NVA forces necessitating extraction.

Mz

, Two RTs observed and heard truck traffic moving west on a
suspected east-west road. This traffic was probably carrying supplies
into Laos for subsequent transshipment across Laos into SVN. Other
sources also reported that the number of transportation elements in’
the DMZ area had increased.
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Wrap-Up: 28 May - 10 June

On 28 May, SOG received approval to utilize ethnic Cambodian
teams as stay behind elements in base areas after allied elements pulled
out. The program was jnitiated under the nickname PIKE HILL (See
Appendix IX). ‘ '

BAs 350/351

No reconnaissance missions were conducted within the base
areas because of allied operations. -Six teams,_north of BA 350,
located eight trails, six of which showed signs of extensive use. -
These sightings and the extensive trail activity indicated that
sizeable enemy forces remained north of the BAs 350/351 out of contact

 with allied forces. On 31 May, one team observed 50 - 75 VC/NVA in

a bivouac area. Armed helicopters and F-100s struck the target, but
heavy foliage prohibited accurate bomb- damage assessment'(BDA).

BA 740 .

On 8 June, while making an insertion, two helicopters were
hit by ground fire and could not 1ift off the LZ. Two F-100s and
four helicopter gunships supported the recovering of helicopters,
crews, and recon teams later the same day. Both helicopters were
recovered from the area by CH-47 helicopters. :

BAs 701/702
(¥%) A platoon size element began operations on 4 June. On 7

June the platoon located a bivouac area containing 22 large structures
and a large munitions cache. The structures were burned, and the

‘munitions were evacuated the same day to Duc Co for subsequent issue

to the FANK forces at Ba Kev. On 10 June the platoon captured a

. wounded POW after a short fire fight. -The POW underwent treatment

at the 18th Surgical Hospital, Pleiku. In a separate action on the
10th, the platoon engaged an unknown size force with light casualties.
Operations continued with periodic contact with a determined enemy
force believed to be members of the T-12 Communications Liaison
Station reacting to B-3 Front instructions. : '

(38) One RT called in air strikes on an estimated enemy platoon
position; there were five secondary explosions and 15 bunkers and 10
hootches destroyed. Six other elements were extracted after engaging
enemy elements. One RT did locate three recently used trails and on
2 June, the team heard an unknown number of trucks moving west.
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This was the th1rd time since January that RTs had heard truck traffic
in this general area. The enemy was probably moving supplies deeper
into Cambodia because of the allied operations.

(3%) Thirty-nine targets were struck by 190 TAC AIR sorties.
Results: 500 structures destroyed/damaged, 73 bunkers destroyed/
damaged, and 52 secondary exp]os1ons The BDA was confirmed by SOG
covey riders flying with FACs using low-level hand held photography
techniques.

Ba Kev

(¥5)- A SOG team continued liaison efforts with FANK forces at Ba
Kev. On 7 June a convoy arrived at Ba Kev from Labang Siek consisting
of two bulldozers, two road graders and a dump truck. This equipment
was used to improve the defensive positions at Ba Key and to extend
the length of the runway. Supply levels however remained critically
low. FANK training continued to stress local patrolling and defensive
techniques.

(¥8) Op 6 June an ARVN-led liaison team was inserted into Labang
Siek to effect coordination with HQ MRS and to direct TAC AIR strikes.
Thirty-three TAC AIR sorties were flown in the Ba Kev/Labang Siek area
with the following results: 87 structures destroyed/damaged, 18 bunkers
destroyed/damaged, and five secondaries. These TAC AIR strikes were
considered successful in relieving enemy pressure around Labang Siek
and Ba Kev. However, in order to simplify command and control problems
in the Labang Siek area, SO0G control of TAC AIR in that area was re-
linquished to 7th Ai: Force on 10 June.

BA 609

(¥%) Three RTs were extracted after comp1etfng their missions
reporting nothing significant. A fourth RT located four recently used
trails before being compromised and extracted under fire.

(¥%) A platoon size element was 1nserted 28 May to assess ARC LIGHT
strikes. The platoon 1nvest1gated and searched bunkers and craters and
looked for tunnel and cave openings. On 30 May, it was compromised by
15 - 25 VC/NVA. During extraction, a UHIH helicopter was struck by
enemy ground fire, crashed and burned on the LZ killing 1 SCU and one
US crew member. On 3 June, a second platoon_ located a 3 meter wide
bypass of Route 613 oriented NE/SW. Newly constructed bunkers were
built along the road about 50 meters apart. On 4 June, the platoon
was attacked by an estimated two squads of VC/NVA and the US team leader
was killed, four VC/NVA were KIA. AlEs and helicopter gunships struck
the enemy enab]1ng the platoon to be extracted; 20 enemy were estimated
KBA.
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(¥5) Sixty-six TAC AIR sorties were flown in BA 609 during this period
resulting in 349 structures and 10 bunkers destroyed, 20 NVA/VC KBA, and
four secondary explosions.

T (¥) In Laos, two ARVN teams reported no vehicle traffic for 17 days."
A US-led RT reported sightings of VC/NVA on 3 June. On the 4th the team
engaged the enemy with a total of two US and six SCU wounded in action
and was extracted under light ground fire.

BA 607

(¥S) Southwest of BA 607 four teams were inserted from a new radio
relay site. The teams reported extensive agricultural- activity, groups_
of well-armed enemy, increased trail activity, and suspected communi-
cations liaison or way stations. One RT discovered six recently used
bamboo houses containing normal household equipment and several NVA
khaki uniforms. . The team also observed 58 enemy dressed in khaki shorts
and long sleeved shirts armed with AK—47s, B-40s and RPDs. They were
mov1ng in groups of 8-10. ' :

(¥8) Photographs taken in the area indicated wood chips were used
to make trails more trafficable during the rainy season. Hootches
were permanent and well constructed with thatch roofs supported by
10 to 12 foot steel beams.

BA 611

{¥S) North of BA 611, a team ambushed three enemy on 31 May; two
were killed, and a wounded POW died enroute to the hospital. The team
was re1nserted in the same target area on 6 June. On the 8th the team
ambushed four enemy; again all but one enemy were killed, and the wounded
prisoner died of wounds. The team did, however, recover documents that
identified these enemy as part of a road maintenance crew.

(¥5) In another target area an RT was shot out of its LZ on 1 June --
and reinserted the next day. They engaged enemy units on two occasions.
‘In the sgcond engagement, three NVA were KIA; a wounded captured NVA died of
wounds in the 18th Surgical Hospital. The team also observed a com-
munications liaison or way station overlooking Route 1032B. The enemy
units encountered were belleved to be part of the security elements of
this complex.

oMz
(¥S) In the DMZ one team was active for seven days and reported no

significant information. Another RT was engaged by an enemy squad and
was extracted under light ground fire. Results of SOG team activity
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west of the DMZ continued to confirm large numbers of enemy troops in
this area. SO0G and 7th Air Force FACs continued to report large concen-
trations of POL barrels floating in the river networks of the northern
PFAO. From 1 April to 10 June, approximately 10,000 barrels were counted.

.

{¥3) Since the middle of May, SOG covey riders from NKP reported s
extensive and rapid road construction along Route 1032B from the western
- edge of the DMZ south to Route 925. Bulldozers widened the road to -
30 feet and fording sites were improved with crushed rock. Bunkers and
shelters were constructed in the banks of the road. Aircraft also reported
an increase in 14.5 and 12.7 millimeter anti-aircraft fire. SOG FACs
noticed a peculiar ten foot high fence running down the center of Route '
1032B that was constructed of bamboo and elephawt grass. Close-up phato+ = & -
graphy-indicated that the fence was well maintained and that it camo-
flaged the size of the road by causing shadows and blending in with
the surrounding vegetation. A photograph taken on 5 June showed the
end of the fence, several roadside bunkers, and a drive-in bunker under
a large earth mound. The entrance of the bunker was shored much like
that of a mine shaft entrance and was 8 - 10 feet high. A turn around
point with vehicle tracks was evident at the entrance.

N

r,‘

Wrap-Up: 10 June - 7 July

(¥5) SOG assets were necessarily realigned when US forces were
prohibited from operating in the SHAO on 1 July 1970. RTs were reas-
signed and the 219th VNAF CH-34 helicopter squadron was deployed in
support of SH operations. Ten RTs were organized by the ARVN during
June at each of the three C&C detachments, increasing MACSOG assets
to 20 US teams and 10 ARVN teams at each location. ARVN-led RTs and -
selected personnel at CCN were reassigned to CCS on 28 .June for SH
operations. Fifteen US-led teams at CCS were reassigned on 30 June
for operations in the PFAOQ. S :

BAs 350/351

(¥%) In BAs 350/351, five teams reported extensive well used trails
oriented northeast to southwest with heavy enemy patrolling activity.
Visual reconnaissance reports of bunkers, tents and above ground cache
sites indicated a possible base area along the Prek Pour River. -

-

BA 702

A patrol base was operational for 25 days to determine whether
or not VC/NVA were constructing base areas west of the border sanctuaries
and to determine if the enemy had re-entered the base areas in strength.
RTs operating from the base confirmed the presence of sizeable security
forces and active enemy patrolling by squad sized elements. The patrol
base made almost daily contact with small patrols. Information from



POWs and documents captured by the patrol base indicated that a way
station existed in the vicinity.

.

In another target area, an RT observed a group of 15 enemy,
seven farming and eight acting as guards. Later the RT was descended up-
on by 30 enemy and was extracted under heavy ground fire. Another team
observed 11 enemy armed with an RPD, a B-40 and AK-47s within 500 meters .
of a hospital and storage complex located and reported by conventional "
forces operating in the area. The team also reported that the enemy
moved west carrying fully loaded ruck sacks and returned.with them
empty. A third RT made contact on 26 June with an unknown size enemy
force. During the extraction, helicopters received an intense volumn
of 12.7, AK-47 and RPD fire. A - -

: Results of these RT activities and FAC reconnaissance sightings
indicated that the enemy was continuing to use BA 702 as a major
refitting and restaging area. On 25 June a PIKE HILL team was inserted
on the Tonle . San River west of BA 702. On 2 July the team met an
unknown size enemy force and split up to evade. The team was success-
fully extracted from two locations on 3 July.

., -

AlZ

) LISf Ih the AIZ, 15 teams were operational from 16 to 30 June. All °
teams were ARVN-led and were targeted against the principal route net-
works and the Mekong, Tonle Kong, Tonle San, and Tonle Srepok Rivers.
Enemy sightings were infrequent and logistic movements on the routes and
waterways was not as active as was expected. '

On 19 June, an ARVN roadwatch team on Highway 13 heard four
3/4 ton trucks moving in an undetermined direction. On 20 June, the
team sighted 18 motorbikes, five jeeps and ten 3/4 ton trucks all
moving from west to east. A1l motorbikes stopped at a suspected
check point on the highway, but none of the trucks stopped. The team
encountered an estimated platoon on 21 June and was extracted under
fire. On 25 June, another RT sighted a platoon size force moving
southeast and, later in the evening, northwest. They were singing in
Chinese and North Vietnamese. On 29 June, just before being extracted,
the team observed a % ton truck and an old French tank possibly abandoned
by the FANK.

CTSTIA riverwatch team reported four motorized boats operating
on the Mekong River. Another team on the Tonle . Srepok River observed ~
no river traffic from 19 to 26 June. A roadwatch team near Route 194
reported several civilians carrying household goods moving west from
16 to 25 June. The route was well used by ox cart, but no other
vehicles were sighted. '
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A STRATA team was launched on 21 June from Ubon to the Ton-
le Kong River. This was the only team that reported a significant
degree of river or route traffic. On 23 June, the team spotted a
battalion sized force, but weather was unworkable for TAC AIR. On
25 June, a seven meter boat was observed moving north on the river
with a crew of four. A machine gun of undetermined size was mounted
on the boat. Two boats,approximately five meters long were observed
at dusk on 26 June moving north. Five men, dressed in black uniforms,
were in each boat. .

e

Ba Kev
(3%) On 21 June, a half starved Montagnard maie surrendered to the = °
garrison at Ba Kev. He stated that he had defected from an armed group
of 40 men and 10 women, all from his tribe, that had been pressed into
service as laborers by the NVA. He indicated that he would be willing
to accompany a force to induce the remainder of his tribe to surrender.
A US-led patrol escorted the individual to the area on 23 June and
located and evacuated two men, two women and a child. Al1l were suf-
fering from malnutrition. On 23 and 24 June the SOG liaison teams
at Labang Siek and Ba Kev returned to Pleiku.

BA 609

(¥5) Two platoon-sized reconnaissance-in-force operations engaged
large enemy forces, possibly of company size and reported that the
enemy was well disciplined, used fire and maneuver and arm and hand
signals, and were heavily armed. Experience still indicated that
sinfantry line units were present in considerable strength, and sub-
stantial enemy forces from Dak Seang/Ben Het campaigns were known
to have retired to this area. .

(¥8) In Laos an ARVN team with an area recon mission affronted an
unknown size enemy force on 12 June killing one enemy. On the 13th,
" the team emplaced M-14 mines to harass trackers following the team.
One mine detonated shortly afterwards, and the team heard screaming
and heavy firing in all directions. A second mine detonated, and
the team evaded without detection. In another target area a team
engaged a small group of VC/NVA and killed one enemy armed with an
'AK-47. The team was in the area for six days and reported ‘that seg-
ments of Route 110 were in bad state of repair and had not been used
by vehicular traffic. Enemy transport and logistical activity appeared -
to be dormant throughout BA 609. Road and trail activity was negli-
gible; routes were not being repaired when interdicted; and route
maintenance did not appear to be emphasized.
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BA 607

. (¥%) Southwest of BA 607 two teams walked from the SUGAR LOAF radio
relay site. Both teams encountered severe electrical storms and returned -

to SUGAR LOAF because the Montagnard team members were firmly convinced

that evil omens had beset the operation; one team had three members

wounded by wood splinters when lighting struck their location.

BA 611

North of BA 611, a US sniper team located a recently used AAA
position with approximately 200 expended 12.7mmscasings. On 13 June,
the team engaged two enemy squads supported by 60mm mortar. The enemy ~
force used fire and maneuver and was heard to call instructions to
capture one of the team members. The team was extracted without further
incident. A STRATA team was inserted on 12 June from NKP, encountered
an enemy platoon, and evaded with no casualties. On 17 June, the team
located a battalion size base camp that had been unused for about three
months. On 18 June, 30 men, women and children were seen planting rice
and corn. While under the teams observation, the laborers were warned
of approaching aircraft by signal shots at which time all work ceased.
The team ‘was extracted on 19 June.

oMz

(¥8) West and southwest of the DMZ, teams reported frequent contacts.

The enemy patrolled the area extensively with squad size elements. A
_ STRATA team reported several trucks moving on Route 1032B. Additionally,

heavy road equipment operated almost continuously during their nine days
in the area. The team had five confrontations with enemy forces and was
extracted under light ground fire on 27 June. Another STRATA team reported
light enemy activity in another area and was extracted without incident on
28 June. A US team was extracted under emergency conditions after having
been surrounded by a superior enemy force that attempted to induce the .
team into surrendering. Several enemy were shouting in English. Five
teams were extracted under heavy fire after combatting unknown size
enemy elements. A trailwatch team heard extensive bulldozer activity
and several trucks on Route 1032B from 21 to 23 June. The team was
compromised on 24 June and extracted under light ground fire.

(¥5) On 30 June, an OV-10 aircraft from NKP was flying a visual
reconnaissance mission to locate landing zones west of the DMZ and was -
downed by enemy AAA. The covey rider bailed out at 300 feet and was
recovered with minor injuries. During the SAR effort however, an Air
Force CH-53 helicopter was downed by AAA fire that exploded and ripped
off the left side of the aircraft. The CH-53 inverted and exploded on
impact. Crew members were listed as MIA.
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(¥8) An ARVN team successfully evaded an unknown size enemy force in
the DMZ and continued to note extensive activity. On 22 June a US RT
was inserted in the same area and repcrted that it was surrounded by
enemy forces the next day. The team was extracted under heavy ground
fire. Twenty enemy were killed by helicopter gunships supporting the
extraction. On 27 June another US team was inserted and engaged forces
the next two days. The team was extracted on 30 June under light ground
fire. T ‘

(8) An ARVN team made contact on 12 June and was extracted the
next day. On 21 June, a US team in this same area was surrounded.
C-119 gunships expended on suspected locations and the team evaded
until 22 June when they were extracted under light ground fire. In a "
third target area a US team reported hearing several trucks moving -
north to south during the evening of 21 June. During their three
days in the area several explosions were heard in groups of two and
three along Route 1032B. On 22 June, the team was attacked by about
70 VC/NVA, and was extracted under heavy gunfire. ’

(#SY The enemy reacted very aggressively during this period to
reconnaissance activities in the DMZ and the area in Laos west and
southwest of the DMZ. This strong reaction was evidenced by the large
number of enemy encountered, the proliferation of tracking elements,

-extensive AAA fire received by air assets, and by the use of mortars

to probe and attack SOG reconnaissance teams. Two conclusions were
drawn from the enemy's apparent over-reactions, either the enemy had

“moved into the western portions of the DMZ in strength, or the enemy

possibly believed that increased activities, which included many false
insertions and extractions, were a prelude to future larger scale
military operations into his Laotion and DMZ sanctuaries. In either
event the enemy was laboriously improving Route 1032 southwest from
North Vietnam and skirting the western portion of the DMZ. Evidence
of this activity was noted by numerous FAC and RT reports. RTs heard
numerous explosions indicating probable road construction and also
heard continuous nocturnal bulldozer activity and occasional truck

‘movement. Several visual observations were made of actual working

parties on this route. Building and maintainance efforts on Route

"1032 strongly suggested that it would be a major infiltration supply

route to the south.

Wrap-Up: 8 July - 19 August

CTST’fhe all-Vietnamese effort in Cambodia had better-than-expected
results under the new SH authorities and restrictions that were effective
~1 1 July. The ARVN teams proved to be very reliable and team stay times
.cire ali <t three times what was expected. Training for the teams had
been an on-going | ‘cqram for several months, but it was designed for a
mush smaller scale of participation. The ARVN staffs, case officers,
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launch site commanders, and team members accepted their expanded
responsibilities and turned in some excellent missions. MACSOG intel-
ligence analists, using all available collateral sources for verifica-
tion, did not detect any degradation of the information reported in
the SH program. co '

(Isj Problems included shallow reserves for teams, a lack of ARVN
leadership available for exploitation forces, and limitations for troop
1ift helicopter assets. SH troop 1ift was provided by one VNAF heli-
copter squadron with 27 CH-34 aircraft. Twelve to fourteen aircraft
were provided each day in an operational ready status. This figure
compared favorably with other VNAF rotary wing units, however the .
CH-34 was an o1d helicopter and required a great”deal of maintenance. - &
Additionally, the number of hours flown by the squadron was far above
the average usage factors for other VNAF units. The squadron supported
three launch sites at Quan Loi, Ban Me Thuot and Duc Co. The end
result was that the 219th, the sole SH source of helicopter 1ift capa-
bility, was spread extremely thin and had no reserve capability. SO0G's
concern was how iong the unit could maintain their current rate of
activities before they experienced serious maintenance difficulties.

(757 Ninty-one teams were active during this period spending 646
days in the SHAO. Teams were generally targeted to monitor water and
land lines of communication in the AIZ and to determine enemy activity
in BAs 702, 701 and the 350/351 complex.

BAs 350/351

LIS7’In and near BAs 350/351 teams made frequent contact with the
enemy. The NVA was apparently reestablishing way stations and base
camps in western BA 351, and a significant amount of truck traffic =
was heard by teams operating north and west of the base areas. One
ARVN recon team supporting a JPRC mission had one of the best team
missions in months. Inserted on 23 July, the team was moving towards
a possible POW camp, descended on a group of NVA with a large box, and
set up a successful ambush. The box contained a CHICOM 15 watt CH
and voice receiver transmitter in excellent condition. The radio and
the auxiliary equipment were brand new, and CMEC considered it a signifi-
-cant find since this radio was issued normally only to large headquarters.
The radio and its components were turned over to a radio research unit
for possible use in the field.

BA 740

LP53 RT and visual reconnaissance (VR) information indicated a
build-up of enemy activity around the 0 Rang area. One intelligence
collection team was active for 8 days before radio contacts indicated
that the team had been captured. ‘
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'Nasteland

(P57 A PIKE HILL team was continuously active for 52 days and
reported substantial low level information from two small villages.
In general, other teams made contact with individuals and small groups
of enemy who did not appear to be patrolling. The teams were not
pursued and encountered no fire and maneuver. The nature of contacts
in the Wasteland supported the assumption that the enemy were rear
service troops, probably of the 250th Transportation Regiment respon-
sible for moving supplies through this area. Several reports indicated
increased agricultural activity in the Wasteland. The enemy was forced
to rely on locally grown foodstuffs due to -the closing of the port of
Sihanoukville, the damage to the rice crop in NortR Vietnam, and the
allied incursions in Cambodian base areas.

AlZ

(¥87 In the lower portion of the AIZ, teams reported increasing
truck traffic. Trails were widened into single land roads, and one
new road was opened. On 25 July, a low level VR aircraft was able to .
spot a truck pn a segment of the new road, but, except for sporadic
vehicle sightings and this new route, enemy activity appeared to be
light in the lower portion of the AlZ.

(¥S) In the northern AIZ, teams were targeted against LOCs through-
out the AIZ with specific interest on the principal route networks and
the Tonle Kong, Tonle: San, and Tonle Srepok Rivers. Enemy sightings
were infrequent and logistical movements on the routes and waterways
were not significant. In general, teams monitoring the LOCs reported
that the area was not as active as was expected. This indicated that
the enemy was not yet moving large amounts of supplies. south on the
river networks. Collateral information from 7th Air Force VR missions

supported this conclusion.

BAs 701/702

(¥5) Teams were targeted in this area to determine whether or not
VC/NVA were constructing base areas west of the border sanctuaries and
to determine if the enemy had re-entered the base areas in strength.
During the first half of July teams generally reported little enemy

activity; however, during the latter part of July and early August both

areas showed-signs of a build-up of enemy activity. The enemy was
apparently reestablishing way stations, infiltration routes, and base
camps. VR missions indicated that a transshipment point was being
established near Lomphat. Frequent sightings of vehicle traffic on
the routes and sampan traffic on the Tonle Srepok River were reported.
Additionally a great amount of agricultural activity was noted.
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BA 609

L?ST’Heather in the Laotian Panhandle had a significant effect on
MACSOG operations for the first three weeks in July and severely Timited
team insertions and extractions by helicopter. In and near the Laotian
portion of BA 609, analysis of team activity and VR sightings indicated
that enemy transport and logistical activity appeared to be dormant.
Road and trail activity was negligible. Routes were not being repaired
when interdicted, and route maintenance did not appear to be emphasized.
Routes 96/110 were still not being used. : :

SUGAR LOAF , : -

(¥5) Near the SUGAR LOAF radio relay site, a US team attempted a
POW capture by the deception technique of declaring a false emergency
and simulated extraction under fire. The team was in ambush to engage ~
any enemy that would investigate the area after the mock battle. The
ruse worked too well; a large enemy force swept the area and in fact
surrounded the ambushing force. The team was extracted under heavy :
fire. : =

(IST'On"14 August, a point reconnaissance team was engaged by an
unknown size enemy force. Three members of the team were wounded and
the team declared a PF emergency. A BRIGHT LIGHT team was inserted to
assist the team during the attempted extraction. Two UH-1 helos
crashed, and, during a subsequent extraction attempt, another UH-1
crashed when its ladder became entangled in a tree. Total casualties
were three US and two SCU KIA and six US and five SCU WIA. Three
~helos were destroyed, two of which were lost to ground fire. Further
insertions by helicopter were suspended in this area pending a re-evalu-
ation of .the enemy threat. '

oMz

(;si/west and southwest of the DMZ, 18 teams were active. Teams
were targeted on roadwatch missions to monitor logistics activities
on the Route 1032B complex and almost every team made contact with
enemy forces. On three occasions the enemy was heard to shout instruc- ¢
tions in English. In the western portion of the DMZ, all teams made
contact with enemy forces. In the eastern portion of the DMZ AO, there
was a distinct lack of enemy activity. With increased activity in the
western areas, it was assumed that the enemy had geared his security
forces to counter small reconnaissance team operations. As a result
SOG began development of new techniques for insertion of team assets
which included parachute operations with standard and high altitude
drops. : '
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- MAROPS ' ' -
(IS) Maritime operations (MAROPS) along the South Vietnamese coast
were nicknamed DODGE MARK or DEWEY RIFLE and used the PARBOIL (C)-
assets. Twelve DODGE MARK missions were completed along the MR 1
coast. All missions were considered successful, however only two made
contact with the enemy. On 5 July, "Nasty Class" PTFs landed a cross-
beach team south of Da Nang to reconnoiter the beach. The team leader
smelled mosquito repellent and crept up to four sleeping VC. The team
surrounded the four VC; three enemy were killed, one was captured and
taken prisoner. Two weapons, several grenades and 5 lbs of documents
were also confiscated. The documents included information pertaining
. to village level VC/VCI activities in Quang Ngai Province. Significant .
was a list of persons in the province whom the_VC had marked for assas-* o
ination. All information was provided to the Quang Ngai PHOENIX coor- ' =
dinator. On 1] August, a Sea Commando .Team ambushed a sampan with
two armed VC south of Da Nang. Both VC were killed, and a pouch of
documents was recovered. .

PSYOPS'
= —
(¥8) During this period,‘. ‘ » .

&

! Twc official
reactions were noted in captured documents. One do nt was a security
reguliation that prohibited listening to enemy radio stations; the

other was a training document which described false ammunition and
contained methods to check suspected ammun1t10n to determine if it

had been tampered with.

| | =

JPRC

(83 JPRC operations were mostly unsuccessful. Available infor-

> mation was not exploited on a timely basis and there was a distinct
lack of coordination for cond:icting recovery operations. Operations
emphasized tiie need for more rapid reaction in recovery operations,
and an operations plan was coordinated to establish procedures for .
major com:ands to authorize unilateral recovery operations against -
per;shable intelligence data in their respectlve areas (See Appendix
XI1

(£) On 15 July a SEAL platoon conducted a raid against a POW camp
containing 30 ARVN and 2 US prisoners. The point man tripped a booby
trap and the prisoners and guards scattered, thinking that they were

-4
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receiving a mortar attack. One ARVN prisoner was recovered later that
same day. Subsequently, a PSYOPS boat with loud speakers attempted to
have all escapees turn themselv:s in to friendly forces, and ARVN out-
posts in the area were cautioned to be on the look out for the ex-pri-
soners. None of the escapees turned themselves in. :

A SEAL platoon was inserted in Kien Hoa Province on 31 July
acting on information from a 525th MI Group agent. Voluntary infor-
mation received from a local villager confirmed the presence of 3 US
PWs but indicated that they had been routinely moved approximately 4
hours before the raid. : - -

983 An agent report indicated the location of a POW camp in MR 1,
and an RT from CCN was inserted on 1 August. The team approached the =~
target area, came under attack, and extracted under emergency conditions
on 3 August. A team was reinserted on 5 August to locate the same camp,
but again encountered heavy resistance and extracted on 8 August.

Wrap-Up: 20 August - 11 September

BA 350

, LIST’Nest and northwest of BA 350, team sightings indicated an in-
crease in enemy activity. Trails were widened into single lane roads,
and the number of team contacts with enemy forces increased. One team
received an estimated 40 rounds of 82mm mortar fire on three separate
occasions. On 23 August the team eluded a platoon wearing khaki uni-
forms and pith helmets and armed with AK-47s and 1ight machine guns.

On 25 August the team out maneuvered about 15 enemy who were similarly
equipped and was successfully extracted without incident. Another team.
was beset with an unknown size force and called helicopter gunships
which killed seven enemy. A third team killed two enemy and captured
~three Enfield rifles, a MAT-49, and a 2.36" bazooka of WWII vintage.

(ISfﬁOn a new high speed road constructed in this area, teams and
VR aircraft continued to report vehicle traffic; one team observed a
total of ten 2% ton trucks operating on and near Highway 13. Low-level
photographs were taken of a camouflaged bicycle and honda convoy south
of the Mekong. Some of the vehicles were carrying rice bags and some
were carrying boxes with unidentified cargo. This general area was _
one of the suspected locations for elements of COSVM Headquarters, and
it was speculated that the enemy was also establishing base camps and
storage areas in the area east and south of Kratie.

BA 351

Cﬂff Northeast of BA 351, a PIKE HILL team was inserted on 4 August.
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On 14 August it was determined that the team had been compromised and
was transmitting duress signals. The team was declared MIA on 31 August.

( A STRATA team conducted a roadwatch on Highway 14 from 21 to
28 August. Over 50 enemy were observed moving both east and west on
the road. Sixteen enemy moving east wore mixed uniforms and carried
AK-47s; some wore gray uniforms and gray baseball caps with red stars

on them. :

BA 740 o
East of BA 740, a three platoon mobile patrol base was inserted
on 7 September for the purpose of conducting reconnaissance-in-force o *
along the border and launching recon teams overland. On 10 September,
one team observed an enemy platoon and a suspected way station. The
team was later compromised by an unknown sized enemy force and extracted -
under light ground fire. On 11 September, another team killed three
enemy wearing black and white checkered head bands and then was extracted
- later that same day without incident. :

“BAs 701/702

(387 In and west of BAs 701 and 702, enemy elements were returning
in strength. Teams could not move-as freely in the area and contact
with enemy forces was more frequent. The troops were line combat
soldiers and not the rear service elements previously observed in July
and early August. Platoon and company sized elements armed with AK-47s,
B-40 rockets and 1ight machine guns were observed moving north as well
as south. Infiltration routes, bivouac sites, and way stations used
prior to the conventional cross-bcrder operations were apparently being
re-established. Teams found it increasingly difficult to remain on
the ground in areas that historically contained cache sites and storage .
areas. Analysis of team activity and visual reconnaissance missions
indicated that a transshipment point was being established near Lomphat.
There were frequent sightings of vehicle traffic on the routes and sam-
pan traffic on the Tonle Srepok River.. Additionally, a great amount
of agricultural _activity was observed. : .

(}SflA platoon sized ARVN-led exploitation force, the first of its
kind for MACSOG, was active for seven days with a reconnaissance-in-
force mission to locate a way station. The platoon was launched and
supported- by a US-led company from a patrol base established on the -
Vietnamese side of the border. The ARVN platoon encountered the enemy
on three occasions and called for TAC AIR support with unknown results.
Five abandoned platoon sized bivouac areas were searched and an ammo
cache consisting of approximately 400 rounds of mortar and B-40 ammuni- -
tion was destroyed. The mission provided an opportunity to evaluate
ARVN exploitation leadership and was judged moderately successful.
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AlZ

C}ST In the northern AIZ, only light and scattered traffic was
observed on the routes and waterways. Route 194 was not yet being
used and was still in a state of disrepair. Significant sightings

of boat traffic, however, were made on the Tonle San. On 23 and

24 August, a STRATA team reported 10 large motorized sampans, each
approximately 8 meters long, moving in both directions on the river.
The sightings were made just before nightfall, preventing observation
of the cargo and TAC AIR exploitation.

-

BAs 609/613

(¥5) Four teams and a two platoon exploitation force operated in
and near the Laotian portion of BA 609. One team observed two enemy
soldiers and heard other enemy talking in what the team interpreter
thought was a Chinese dialect. To avoid a suspected ambush the team
moved away and called in gunship strikes with unknown results. The
team returned to the Golf-5 radio relay site and a two-platoon force
was infiltrated to exploit a suspected platoon-size base camp. The
exploitation force established a patrol base and dispatched recon
patrols to search the area, but nothing was found. The exploitation
force was extracted and another recon team walked off the Golf-5
site to continue the mission. This team discovered an 82mm mortar
pit about two kilometers southwest of the site constructed with bunkers
'built into the side of the pit and containing nine misfired 82mm CS
and HE rounds and thize 82mm fuzes.

(PS'fTeams operating near Routes 96/110 continued to report
negative truck traffic. Enemy contacts were not aggressive, and it
was suspected that the enemy was preoccupied in agricultural activity,

training, and political indoctrination for future offensive operations.

BA 614

L?ST’West of BA 614, Operation TAILWIND, consisting of two path-
finder teams and three platoons, commenced 11 September in conjunction
with( JOperation GAUNTLET. The force had the mission or recon-
naissance-in-force with a secondary mission of diversion for
operation near Chavane. Several major supply caches were destroyed
3nd cgntact with the enemy was heavy. See Appendix VIII for further

etails. - '

SUGAR LOAF | |
(FST Near the SUGAR LOAF radio relay site, one team encountered
approximately twelve enemy troops, and a second team reported no
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activity. On 30 August an OV-10.aircraft flying a VR mission crashed
500 meters north of the site. A BRIGHT LIGHT team was immediately
dispatched from the site and recovered the bodies of the two crew
members. Cause of the crash was undetermined.

oMz

(¥87 In the area west and south of the DMZ a team on an area
recon mission discovered two ammo caches near Route 9. One cache
contained 100 to 200 rounds of 60mm and 8lmm moxtar rounds; the other
cache had approximately 250 rounds of 7.62mm and 12.7mm ammo. The
caches appeared to have been partially destroyed by airstrikes. On
25 August, the team engaged an unknown size enemy force and called -
in helicopter gunships; five enemy troops were KBA. Route 9 was not
being used, but it was in good condition and could support heavy
traffic with only a little improvement. :

-LIST An ARVN-led team encountered a possible North Vietnamese,
Pathet Lao platoon-sized element, and received B-40 rocket fire and
mortar rounds. The immediate and persistant pursuit of the recon
team indicated a continued high enemy counter-reconnaissance effort
in this area.

CIS7’Recent FAC debrizfs and results of several VR missions indicated
that heavy ir-ains significantly damaged the motorable routes and trails
in the DMZ. Route 1032 had several large wash-out areas and there were
deep ruts where heavy trucks attempted to traverse the route. However,
engineer crews were continually repairing the damaged areas, and the
route was able to sustain wheeled vehicle traffic.

MAROPS

‘Ten cross-beach missions were conducted by the‘Maritime Studies

Group. DODGE MARK 37-70 was aborted when the scout swimmers detected
enemy for-es sn the beach. Three gruups of approximately six to eight
men each were crouched along the beach.with weapons pointed seaward.

. The team returned to the patrol boat and artillery was called in with

unknown results. Local commanders in the area believed the enemy was
preparing to attack a nearby Popular Forces camp.

(PST/UODGE MARK 39-70 consisted of two cross-beach teams with inser-
tion targets in the DMZ. The first team aborted when a voice on a radid
said, "We know there is a rubber boat coming ashore." Immediately there-
after, three red lights appeared on the beach at the insert point. The
second team inserted well to the south of the first team's location and
established an ambush site. They observed nine unarmed men early the
next morning but the group was not engaged, and the team withdrew to the
PTF. . ‘ 4
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(5) On 8 September, three teams were placed under the operational
control of the Americal Division and conducted cross-beach missions
into a VC/NVA operating base. During one mission, a team received
sniper fire, but destroyed four bunkers. There were no casualties.

JPRC

LISTIThe number of intelligence reports and recovery operations
increased, indicating that field commanders had added their personal
emphasis to the POW recovery program. Six recovery operations were
conducted during this period, and one operation was conducted in Laos.
Twenty-nine ARVN personnel were recovered. ~ - * B

Wrap-Up: 12 - 23 September ' : 2

BAs 350/351

(]

LIST/Northwest of BA 350, teams reported considerable bicycle and
motorbike traffic moving in both directions on Route 13, and one team
avoided ten enemy armed with AK-47s and B-40 rockets.

(¥37 In and near BAs 350/351, seven RTs reported very little signif-
icant enemy activity. A STRATA team reported groups of six to eight
gray-uniformed enemy moving on Highway 13 carrying AK-47s. An EARTH
ANGEL team walking into their target area spotted 20 enemy in black
pajamas and armed with AK-47s; the group included three females. On
13 September, the team broke contact with an unknown size force and
returned to their SVN infiltration point. A PIKE HILL team established
contact with a friendly village and was developing a low level intel-
ligence net.

BA 740

LI57 In and west of BA 740, five teams tried to determine a reported
movement of enemy supplies from the Nam Lyr Mountain storage areas.
Monitoring began on 5 September, but no significant movement was sighted.
A three platoon patrol base operated for 17 days on the South Vietnamese
side of the border. On 22 September the base reported that they had -
seen an estimated 65 trucks in the early hours of the evening moving
from west to east. FACs and a Flare Ship were alerted but could not
Tocate the column.



AIZ

(3‘) In the northern AIZ, teams reported negative traffic on High-
way 194, and only scattered boat traffic on the Tonle San and Tonle
Kong Rivers. Highway 19 seemed to be the most active LOC. A STRATA
team observed a total of nine 2% ton trucks and two 3/4 ton trucks
moving southeast and northwest. "Four trucks carried about 50 enemy
soldiers with weapons. Due to darkness, the team could not identify
the type of equipment or exact number of soldiers. :

BAs 609/701/702 | . -

([) Enemy activity was very light in all three base areas, and
weather continued to be a significant factor in TAC AIR and heli-
copter operations. An ARVN led RT in BA 702 was attacked by two
enemy squads. Three VNAF AlEs supported the team and killed an estima-
ted ten enemy. The team was then extracted without further incident.

BA 607

(]ﬂ) On 14 September a team was extracted under heavy ground fire
from a target area west of BA 607. One UH-1H helicopter was shot down
and destroyed. During their mission, the team observed the confluence
of the Xe Sap, Xe Kong and Xe Ron and estimated that the junction was
not navigable by boats due to rapids, large boulders and sand bars.
Another team also reported that the Xe Ron and Dak Polly Rivers were -
not navigable. The team did observe a cable suspended across .the Xe
Ron, and numerous cultivated fields were observed along the banks of
both rivers. Team sightings and VR missions consistantly verified
agricultural activity in this area.

BA 611

()&) North of BA 611, three enemy carrying AK-47s were sighted
on a trail: _two were dressed in brown shirts; the third was wearing
a blue shirt and carrying a white bag. The team attempted to capture
a POW, but all three enemy fled and a search of the area produced
negative results. A second team was extracted after compromise by
an enemy squad. On 22 September, a third insertion was aborted when
the lead helicopter received intense ground fire from both the pri- _

mary and alternate LZs.

oMz

, (]!) Southwest of the DMZ, an RT reported that an unknown size
enemy force was attempting to surround them. Two five man elements
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approached their position from the north and west, but the team evaded
to the east where they were extracted without incident. On 3 September,
two BORDEN (£) agents were parachuted into the area carrying homemade
chemical time bursters to be emplaced in the bung of a POL barrel.

They also had instructions to notional teams for the destruction of

POL facilities. Collateral information indicated that the agents were
captured within 12 hours of insert and that NVA security forces were
subsequently alerted to guard against C-130 parachute insertions under
the cover of leaflet drops.

No teams were inserted-in the DMZ. FAC.debriefs and VR missions
indicated that the major routes were being repaired, and bulldozers and
work parties were sighted on Route 1032B. The roads were fairly dry, . &
and most of the interdiction points appeared open. = o

JPRC

The remains of two US Army crew members were recovered that had
been missing in action for over a year. Negotiations for 21 US POWs heid near
Nui Ba Den were in progress with the VC Camp Commander. This was to be a =
straight money exchange, but the situation was believed to be compounded b
by internal greed.

QSTI II Field Force Units conducted two unsuccessful attempts to
locate six suspected US POWs based on information given to the 25th
US Division by a GVN sympathizer. A Hoi Chanh reported that he knew
the burial location of two crew members from an L-19 crash in early May
1970, but during an attempted search the Hoi Chanh became sick and
refused to lead the recovery team.

681/ US Navy SEALs received word that US prisoners were being held
at a POW camp. During the operation two .VC guards were killed, one VC.
was wounded and one VN prisoner was liberated. Debrief of the prisoner -
and examination of documents captured contained no indication of US
among the prisoners.

Wrap-Up: 24 September - 9 October

Zone CHARLIE | | )

: LISf'One recon team encountered enemy forces on three occassions in
Zone CHARLIE. During the second contact on 4 October, the team directed
helicopter gunships against the enemy positions with unknown results and
evaded. On 6 October, the team skirted an enemy squad and was extracted
without incident. During the extraction, a pilot saw an occupied enemy
base camp, and two Air Force A-37s were employed against the camp. There
were secondary explosions with orange flame and black smoke. An arti]lety
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position was observed by another team before encountering an estimated
platoon. The team broke contact and withdrew. Later that same day the
team returned to the gun pnsitions and observed several field artillery
pieces of unknown types oriented in an easterly direction. TAC AIR
struck the target resulting in one weapon destroyed and several secon- '
dary explosions. The remaining weapons were camouflaged after the air-
strike. On 6 October, the team made contact with an unknown size enemy
force and was extracted under light ground fire. The employment of TAC
AIR on these two targets was an excellent example of the effective com-
ination of reconnaissance and exploitation. .

An EARTH ANGEL team observed an estim?%éd 100 enemy troops

wearing khaki uniforms and armed with AK-47s on 6 October. .

L

Low level photography missions indicated Route 75 from Ph Chhland
to Dambie was very active. Observers saw numerous Hondas with trailers
and personnel on bicycles loaded with supplies. The bulk of traffic was
moving north. Many small side roads along the route showed signs of
heavy use and large bags of rice were photographed stacked under the
trees. The area around Dambie seemed to be the controlling point for
the movement of supplies. The enemy was probably moving supplies north
on Route 75 to Chhlong, then across the MeKong River for further ship-
ment to enemy units operating around Kampong Cham and Kompong Thom. On
7 October, a VR plane observed heavy bicycle traffic loaded with supplies
moving north on Routes 243 and 244. Nine sampans were also observed by
a damaged bridge across the Kompong spear River. The boats were probably-
used to ferry personnel and equipment.

BAs 350/351

(87 Southwest of BA 351 in SVN, a two platoon patrol base with a
secondary mission of reconnaissance-in-force was active for 12 days.
They located and destroyed a company size bivouac area and a bicycle .
repair shop. On three nights the PB heard an unknown number of heavily -
loaded trucks moving in a westerly direction north of ‘their location.

LIST Six RTs provided area coverage for movements of enemy supplies
and personnel north and wes*: of the 350/351 complex. _

LIsi/h PIYE HILL team was active for 23 days and was able to solicit
the willing support of Pu Char - a Montagnard village of about 60 persons.
The team used-one of the villager's huts as a safe house and often talked
to the village chief about VC/ilVA activity in the area. An interesting
note was that the VC/NVA enjoyed vast quantities of the the Montagnard
rice beverages with the attendant results.

(¥87 A STRATA team on Highway 13 from 19 to 29 September reported -
103 sightings of civilian and military movement and observed an enemy
checkpoint. The checkpoint was a.cement house, 3 meters square and 5
meters high, manned by two enemy in khaki uniforms and armed with SKS

B-68




rifles. Vehicles were not stopped at the checkpoint during daylight,
but were delayed for approximately five minutes during the hours of
darkness. There were 44 sightings of motorcycles and 30 sightings of
bicycles; all but 18 were ridden by military personnel. Eleven % ton
vehicles and twelve heavily 1oaded trucks were heard during the hours
of darkness moving both north and south. Helicopter gunships were
directed on the check-point with unknown results. _

BA 740

CIST An RT discovered a battalion size base camp containing 40
huts, 60 bunkers, a kitchen, and a dispensary. In the camp were two " A
caches consisting of 150 B-40 rockets, 210 60mm mortar rounds, and - L
400 brand new gas masks. On 25 September the team evaded 10 to 15
enemy and was extracted under light and scattered ground fire. TAC
AIR was employed on the cache sites with unknown results. ‘

X (IST During a resupply mission on 25 September a US Air Force
UHL1P he]igopter gunship struck a tree, crashed, and caught fire.
Two of the crew were killed, and the bodies were recovered by a SOG.
- BRIGHT LIGHT team the next day. A FAC also received ground fire and
directed three VNAF AlEs and two USAF F-4s against the enemy. There
were four secondary explosions, two secondary fires, and 16 enemy
estimated KBA. : .

(¥87 A STRATA team on Route 141 observed over 60 NVA/VC in small
groups moving south from 21 September to 9 October. Most of the enemy
wore .khaki uniforms with green hats, and were armed with AK-47s. One
other STRATA team was active for 16 days and reported negative enemy
activity. A third STRATA team observed a NVA company on 4 October
wearing khaki and black-uniforms moving northwest on Route 132. On
6 October, the team observed seven trucks driving without lights )
traveling northwest. The team was not able to determine if the trucks
carried supplies. TAC AIR struck the area on 7 October, destroyed a
truck, and caused two secondary explosions. : :

(IsffTwo members of a three man PIKE HILL team missing since
31 August, escaped from the enemy on 29 September and walked into a
night defensive position of a US Infantry Company. The third member
~ of the team was killed during their escape. Both individuals were
carefully interrogated, and a Polygraph examination substantiated
their story. -

Northern SHAO

(}Sf Thirteen teams were targeted ageinst base camps, sforage
areas, land and water LOCs in the northern SHAO. The teams reported
little significant NVA activity. A STRATA team destroyed a bridge on

B-69



Route 19 on 2 October. They had hoped to destroy the bridge. as a vehicle
was crossing, however the amount of traffic was minimal. A Cambodian on

a bicycle nbserved the team as they were about to blow the bridge; he was
detained and extracted with the team. This mission added a new capability
for SOG STRATA teams which was developed to insure Jucrative demolition
targets in North Vietnam could be attacked with a minimum of advanced
warning should the need arise. - : ‘

(JST On 25 September an RT Jocated three wooden buildings near a
lake. One building contained two generators which were in good condition.
Another team located two parallel trails five meters apart oriented’
north to south which had a double strand of cofino wire laying beside
them. While photographing the wire the team was descended on by 8 to

10 enemy, but the team evaded and was later extracted without incident. ., g

BA 609

(¥8) On 24 September a VR aircraft saw a set of bulldozer tracks on
Route 110. These track sightings represented a significant change from
previous-sightings and mining missions were conducted. One US team mined
Route 110E on 4 October with two M-7A2 mines.and two pounds of TNT. On
9 October, the road was mined again with two M-7A2 mines and a Claymore
mine with an antidisturbance device.

(I87 Near the Golf-5 Radio Relay site, one team ambushed eight enemy .
on 25 September, killed four and captured two SKS rifles and a PPSH-41
submachine gun. A second team was attacked by an unknown size enemy
force on 8 October and one SCU was KIA and one wounded.

BAs 607/611

LIST Jamming was experienced by an RT in BA 611 on both the emergency
UHF frequency and the FM frequency. Two other teams by passed unknown' -
. sized enemy forces and were extracted under light small arms fire. A
fourth team experienced enemy radio operators attempting to contact the
team using the SUGAR LOAF Radio Relay Site Call Sign.

C?Sffln BA 611, one team reported that they had enemy movement on
three sides. The two US team members and 2 SCU were shot and were
listed as missing. One Al-H aircraft supporting the extraction crashed
in South Vietnam. North of BA 611, another team was engaged by 10 - 15
enemy, but was safely extracted. On 24 September, during an insert of
a US-led RT, an enemy transmission was monitored which stated "The
Americans have landed". The team was jmmediately extracted and rein-
serted on another hill. The team found several small caches, us
‘concertina wire, and bunkers. One SCU team member stated that he was
in the 33rd Laotian Battaliom-at Lao Bao in 1967 during the Khe Sanh
Operation and was stationed on this hill with three platoons. He .~
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showed the team that the entire hill top was mined, and the team was
extracted when the SCU refused to move off the hill.

oMz

(¥8Y Southwest of the DMZ, two road-watch teams on Route 925 heard
heavy vehicles moving in both directions on the road. One ARVN and one
US team were confronted with unknown sized enemy forces and extracted
under small arms fire. In the DMZ three teams made contact with enemy
forces, although no significant enemy sightings were noted. -

Analysis. o ' .

(#3Y During the 3rd quarter of 1970, 74 teams were inserted into

the northern PFAO. Two out of three teams experienced significant
_enemy contact at some time during the conduct of the mission. The

NVA/VC had obviously intensified its counter-reconnaissance activies

in the DMZ and more noticeably in the northern PFAO west and south-
west of the DMZ. Reconnaissance teams experienced an increasing v
number of enemy tracking units, many with dogs. The NVA was also
apparently making a concerted effort to monitor and occasionally jam
team radio frequencies. Although these expended efforts were apparent, ,
they did not interfere with team operations to any appreciable degree.
One hundred and sixty-five intelligence reports were submitted as a
-direct result of these reconnaissance operations which confirmed the
fact that the enemy had developed a relatively sophisticated rear
area security system. ;

MAROPS

A forward operating base was temporarily established at Qui
Nhon to furnish a quick reaction capability for perishable intelli-
gence. Information was provided locally by a Naval Intelligence Liaison
Officer, and operations were conducted from 24 September through 9
October as an adjunct to normal operations from Da Nang. Seven missions
were planned, but only three were conducted due to weather conditions;
these did not precipitate any enemy contact.

DODGE MARK-51 was launched on 7 October with a mission to
capture a small band of VC/VCI. The team infiltrated ashore and set
up an ambush approximately 200 meters inland. At 2330 hours a flashing
light appeared 500 meters from the teams position. A sampan came into
the beach at the light and departed 10 minutes later. Coastal Group 13
was called to interdict the sampan but was unable to navigate among the
fishing weirs in the area. HNo VC were captured.
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PSYOPS
JI&TtVoice of Freedom programs for the month of October were
written with the viewpoint that the South Vietnamese people were more-
determined than ever to prevent SVN from falling under Communist con- -
trol. It was pointed out that SVN continually strived for peace at
the Paris Peace Talks and that the North was merely using the talks

as a sounding board for its propaganda lines. The POW situation was
stressed as a very sensitive political problem, in that North Vietnam
had never officially acknowledged the fact that they had troops in
SVN. VOF continued to air a program called “Bridge of Love", on which
the names of NVA soldiers who had rallied or who had been identified
as KIA were broadcast for the information of their families back home.
President Nixon spoke at 0900 hours on 8 October. By noon-time the =
same day his speech was put out over VOF; even before Hanoi could
react to it and expend their own anti-propaganda. For more VOF infor-
mation, see Appendix XI.

JPRC .

(IST’SOG representatives flew to Ca Mau on 25 September to assist
in planning a PW recovery operation. Navy SEAL Team One, which had
previously recovered 28 ARVN PWs, had information on a camp reported
to contain two US, 40 ARVN and 150 Political PWs. The source was a
local school teacher and a former VC, who had contact with the camp
security guard. The SEALs had been working on this operation for
some time, but the camp was moved and required a change in plans.

The operation was supposed to commence within 24 hours after the
source had reestablished contact with the security guard.

}LIST’In late September, an NVA Lieutenant rallied to the Cambodian

Army in Phnom Penh and during debriefing-furnished information regarding

a VC PW camp. It supposedly contained 12 US and 24 ARVN PWs. An
EARTH ANGEL team was inserted in the area on 3 October to verify its
existence but did not locate the camp. MACV J-2 dispatched an inter-
rogation team on 8 October to Phnom Penh with a polygraph and verified
- the rallier's report. FANK gave permission to JPRC to use the rallier,
who volunterred to Tead a PW rescue operation. A US led rescue
operation was planned as soon as the PW camp was accurately located.

- Wrap-Up: 10 - 23 October

- Zone CHARLIE

_ LIST/A STRATA team monitored Route 7, and the majdrity of the
traffic seemed to be civilians on Hondas, with only sporadic military
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traffic. On 9 October, the team came under small arms fire and 8-40
rockets and was extracted without incident the next day. An EARTH

ANGEL team conducted a JPRC

ssion from 3 to 18 October, trying to

locate a POW camp which supposedly contained 12 US and 24 ARVN POWs.

‘of the reported location, but was

forced to withdraw by enemy forces before it was able to confirm the
camp. Aerial photographs of the area indicated smoke penetrating the
Jungle canopy at one point. Further blow-ups of the selected area
showed the smoke in greater detail indicating a possible camp. One
photograph showed three people on the road and two people taking a
bath in a bomb crater. Laundry was laid out te dry on a log in
another. A1l of these activities indicated a possible static type

facility in this area.

BA 740

(¥5T West of BA 740, a team observed two enemy moving southeast
on 18 October and then was extracted under enemy ground fire. A '
STRATA team, inserted on 17 October, ambushed four NVA three days

later. Two of the enemy fell

face down, and the other two fled without

firing. The team was then extracted due to its compromise. Also on
20 October, an RT skirted an estimated 10 enemy and was extracted

under light ground fire.

(¥37 In BA 740 an EARTH ANGEL team, conducting area recon from
3 to 11 October, discovered 20 foxholes, 10 meters apart, in an "
shape. The team estimated that the positions had been abandoned about
one month. A STRATA team combatted an unknown size force immediately

after insertion on 14 October.

During the exchange of fire and sub-

sequent evasion, the team observed numerous bunkers and huts. Several
horses were tied to trees, and a well-used trail showed signs. of

recent use by 2% ton trucks.
noon, and a FAC directed nine

The team was extracted that same after-
VNAF A-1s and two F-100s against the

enemy troop concentration; seven structures were destroyed, two
secondary explosions erupted and an estimated 55 enemy were KBA.

(¥8T Northwest of BA 740,
khaki uniforms and armed with

an RT observed two enemy dressed in
AK-47s, moving north. The team then

-encountered an unknown size enemy force and was extracted. A STRATA
team observed numerous secondary trails with negative activity, and
on 15 October, a company-sized rest area with fresh-cut Tumber was
located. The team was extracted on 16 October without incident.

BA 701
LIST/An RT, inserted on 6

October, found 100-200 foxholes with

bamboo and rice thatching which appeared to about two months old.
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_In a nearby location, ten rectangular foxholes and two medium-sized
bamboo houses were observed. On 9 October, three NVA were observed
moving southwcst, but & U capture was not attempted due to the
suddenness of the sighting and the team not being in an ambush posi-
tion. The team was extracted on. 12 October.

(¥87 On 19 October an RT reported observing an estimated enemy
company 150 meters south of its position, but TAC AIR could not be
called because the team did not have communications with a FAC. Con-
t1nu1ng their mission, Route 19 was found to be in a poor state of
repair, and two trails and a large punJ1 field were located off
Route 19.

, (¥87.A platoon met with stiff resistance during its stay on the -
ground on 21 and 22 October. During the insertion, the enemy used
loudspeakers telling the platoon to surrender or be killed. Four
languages were used: North Vietnamese, Chinese, Cambodian and
Montagnard. The platoon circumvented three separate enemy forces
ranging in size from an estimated squad to two platoons, and when the
platoon was extracted, it came under heavy ground fire, which included
12.7 AA fire. VNAF A-1s destroyed the gun position.

BA 702

(¥8) On 13 and 14 October, an RT located a wire north of BA 702
‘and tapped it for 11 hours and 45 minutes. The tape was translated,
but only small pieces of information were picked up due to a high
noise level. The number of converstaions, however indicated that
the wire was connected to a switchboard with more than one subscriber.
On 15 October, the team fell upon five enemy and killed three. The
team was then extracted.

(¥8Y A FAC directed three VNAF A-1s aga1nst five structures on
an insertion LZ. Al1l structures were destroyed and a team was inserted.
As the team was being extracted on 14 October, another enemy camp was
seen. VIAF A-1s again struck and four structures were destroyed.

(%) On 22 October, a hi-low VR mission was flown along Routes 197

and 19 and the Tonle San River. No enemy activity was sighted and

there was very little civilian activity. Substantial amounts of aban-

doned Cambodian equipment was located and photographed. A Soviet BTR-152
4 armored personnel carrier and two Allis Chalmers bulldozers were located

near the village of Labang Siek. Photographs of the airfield at Virachey

indicated it was clear of trash and destroyed equipment, but it had not

been used. This was the only low-level hand-held aerial photography

mission flown during this period due to the non-availability of assets.

The importance of these missions in SOG reconnaissance efforts was an

accomplished fact and discussions commenced for the procurement of
~aircraft. The low-level program was firmly established under tne nick-

. name FORD DRUM.
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(257 In the western portion of the AIZ, five teams were active near
the Tonle Kong River. A riverwatch team was extracted on 10 October
and reported night boat traffic and barges. A second team was inserted
on 16 October and reported heavy traffic in the form of motorized boats
moving both north and south. Lack of communications during the hours
of darkness precluded the use of TAC AIR. '

(I8Y One RT, discovered twelve punji traps from 10 to 13 October.
On the 13th, the team observed and attempted to photograph the fin
assembly of a suspected 60mm mortar, but the device exploded, killing
one SCU and wounding another. Another team was active from 12 to 17
October and eluded five NVA and eight to ten NVA on 14 and 15 October o
respectively. : : =

(IS8T A PIKE HILL team reported motorized sampan traffic on the Prek
Smong River from 2000 to 2300 on 21, 22 and 23 October. During normal
radio traffic with the team, however, the team responded with duress
signals, indicating that they were under enemy control.

-
‘.

BAs 609/613

(¥57 In BA 609, a point recon team was inserted on 18 October to
locate an NVA training camp. On 19 October, the team was pursued by
two NVA squads. The team broke contact and then combatted four other
NVA. CS was thrown and the team continued to withdraw. Three SCU and
one US were WIA and one SCU and one US became MIA. A "May Day" was
transmitted by the US MIA, and AK-47 fire was heard in his direction.
The rest of “the team was extracted on 19 October. On 22 October, audio
distress signals were monitored and a SOG rescue team attempted inser-
tion on the 23rd. Enemy action precluded the insertion and TAC AIR
- was employed with unknown results. -

(137’bn 9 October a team observed three trails and 15 bunkers..
On 14 October, an enemy soldier was captured when the team leader simply
jumped out on the trail and told him he was a prisoner. The NVA immedi-
ately put up his hands and offered no resistence. At that same ‘instant
four more enemy. were observed about 60 meters down the trail. The team
fired at them; two NVA were KIA and two were wounded. The team and the
POW were subsequently extracted on 14 October without incident. The
POW was a medic PFC and assigned to the D-2 Engineer Battalion doing _
road construction on 8 kilometers of Route 110. The POW expressed fear.
of the RT-due to warnings from his CO that he would receive bad treat-
ment if captured. He also expressed some knowledge of the reconnaissance
practice of insertions of SOG teams. Further interrogation revealed
that many members of the POW's unit suffered from malaria, swollen
limbs, and low morale. :
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(¥37 Three US-led platoons established a patrol base on 19 October
on the SVN border. On 21 October, contact was made with an estimated
enemy squad, and 175mm artillery from Ben Het was directed against sus-
pected enemy positions.

LIST On 13 October, B-40 rockets, RPD and AK-47s were expended 25
meters south of a US-led teams.location. The team moved north and
directed two helicopter gunships on the suspected enemy position with
unknown results. On 14 October the team made contact with about eight
enemy, moved 50 meters to the south, and then directed two A-1s and
four cobra gunships against the enemy with unknown results. The team
was subsequently extracted under heavy small aras fire. :

(¥8) Several major trails were crossed and 20 - 30-smaller trails . *
were noted by other RTs. A1l trails appeared recently used. Most of
the teams also made contact with an unknown sized enemy forces.

BAs 607/611

LI%T/A}team was inserted and extracted on 23 October after contact
was made with an estimated enemy squad. One SCU was KIA and there were
unknown enemy casualties. North of BA 611, a team spent only 39 minutes
on the ground and engaged the enemy twice. '

oMz

¢*ST On 10 October, a team made two attempts to insert west of
the DMZ, but was prevented because of grass and brush fires caused
by the supprecsing gun support. An insertion was made on the third
atternnt and a .adio transmission was monitored in North Vietnamese.
It said "The team just landed, everyhody move up." The supporting
helicopter imisdiately returned to the LZ and extracted the team with-
out incident. During the extraction, a second transmission was moni-
tored, which stated, "The team is going back, everybody stay alert."
A second team was inserted on 13 October and was on the ground for
five hours. The team could not move because of the extensive enemy
activity in their immediate vicinity. A third insertion on the l4th
was hindered by-two SCU being injured upon insertion. The team sub-
sequently extrac..d witi.out incident. A fourth insertion resulted
in contact with an estimated enemy squad on 23 October. Prior to
extractior, two A-ls and an 0Y-1C armed FAC expended in support of the
team. ' -

C?ST/In another target area, a team was inserted without incident
on 18 October. The team made contact the following day with four enemy,
resulting in one injured SCU and unknown enemy casualties. The team
attempted to extract only the wounded SCU, but an estimated five enemy
advanced on the team and everyone was extracted. .
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(¥37 In the DMZ, one team was active from 14 to 17 October and
reported extensive enemy movement. Another team attempted a walk-in
on 22 October from an LZ .that was secured by the ARVN. On the 23rd,
contact was made with an unknown size enemy force, and the team was
extracted by helicopter. : '

MAROPS

(57 DODGE MARK-50 was the third in a series of four riverine
missions. This mission was conducted on 10 Octgber with the objective
to ambush or capture VC/VCI using the rivers south of Da Nang as an
avenue of travel. Three ambushes were set up, but there were no " e
contacts. - ' T

(87 In support of COMNAVFORV attempts to counter mining in the
Cua Viet River area, a team was dispatched to Coastal Group 11 on
12 October. The objective was to observe villages from across the
river with starlight scopes in an attempt to spot sapper activity,
and to capture one of the sampans believed to be bringing sapper
supplies into the area. Ambushes were set up on the nights of 13,
14 and 15 October with negative results. While these operations
were conducted, however, no mining incidents occurred.

(7 On 20 October, the Commanding General, 1st Military Region
requested CSS to conduct operations during the next four weeks in
Tuy Loan, Yen and Cau Do Rivers in conjunction with Hieu Nhon District
forces. The objective was to interdict enemy boating and logistics,
especially those in support of enemy rocket attacks on Da MNang Air
Base. DODGE MARK-54 was the first of these missions, and was con-
ducted on 20 October with negative results.

JPRC

L87/ A JPRC mission was conducted on 23 October, and the remains
of an 0-1 pilot were recovered.

(¥ On 11 Dctober, JPRC representatives returned to Tay Ninh
to continue negotiations for repatriation of 21 US, two Thai, and 47
Vietnamese POWs. Letters signed by COMUSMACV were delivered to the
alleged POW camp commander which appeared to-allay any previous
doubts on the part of the camp commander. However, direct questioning _
concerning the US POWs brought evasive answers, and the representatives
were told again that negotiations would take time and must not be hurried.
US representatives were requested to not visit Tay Minh again until they
had been contacted, and arrangements were made for the VC to contact

JPRC through B-32 5th Special Forces or Advisory Team 90.
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- On 9 October, a FAC reported the wreckage of an 0V-10 and JPRC
requested I1 Field Force and 7th Air Force to investigate. The 25th
Infantry reported ground forces located the nlane and found it to be
an old wreckage. An intensive search of the crash area was conducted.
but nothing was found. : .

On 23 October, the Chief of Staff approved OPLAN 201, "BRIGHT '
LIGHT," which prescribed an operational concept for recovery of US and
Free World Military Assistance Forces. This new plan was drawn up
" because the rescue and recovery of PWs had met with little noticeable
" success. The plan outlined general consideratioas for recovery and
indicated some of the enemy tactics.

Wrap-Up: 24 October - 18 November

Lower AIZ

(¥3Y On 9 Movember, a STRATA team commenced a roadwatch on High-
way 13. From 1700 to 2300 hours, 10 Movember, the team observed’
twenty 3/4 ton trucks, each carrying about eight enemy, moving in both
directions. The following day the team observed an NVA platoon moving
southwest followed shortly by an estimated enemy battalion. Unfortun-
ately a FAC was not on station and TAC AIR could not be used. On the.
night of 13 Hovember seven motor bikes with trailers moved south, each
ridden by two NVA soldiers armed with AK-47s and carrying rucksacks.
Five trucks carried four to five enemy each and moved southwest on
15 November. The next day, the team had to elude an unknown size
enemy force and abandoned its rucksacks. The team was resupplied on
17 Movember and continued its mission.

(IST A second STRATA team, inseited further west on Route 13
skirted four enemy accempanied by a dog on 10 November. The following
day, two GMC trucks were seen moving west. No cargo was observed and
TAC AIR was not. usad because a FAC could not be reached. On 12 Novem-
ber, the tcam met seven NVA, and in the ensuing fire fight, two NVA
were KIA. A scheduled resupply was later cancelled when the team
reported that it was being followed by an unknown size enemy force.
The team finally evaded and was extracted without incident on 18
November. , . :

(387 fia 24 October an RT made contact with an unknown size enemy ~
force, separated into two elements, was rejoined by a FAC aircraft,
and extracted without further incident. This team was reinserted on
the 28th, and was descended on by an. estimated enemy platoon on 30
October. The team broke contact and evaded southeast. Two other
teams on the Prek Te River reported negative enemy activity.
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(¥87 Six teams operated east of Kratie on Highway 13 and observed
continuous nighttime motorized traffic. Each team was in the target
area about one week, and, as one was extracted, another was inserted
in a flip-flop manner. One of the teams was pursued and fired upon
by an estimated enemy platoon on 31 October. The team did not return
fire, but evaded to their extraction point on the following day. A
STRATA team in the same general area observed a daily pattern of seven
enemy soldiers moving north to south at 0900 hours from 23 - 30 October
and was ordered to take a prisoner. As the team prepared the ambush
site, ten enemy approached on bicycles, and asked if the team were .
friendly. The team answered yes, but panicked-<and fired into the group,
killing two. The remaiining enemy then fled to the opposite side of
the road and engaged the team with small arms. The team fired clay-
mores, threw grenades, and withdrew, suffering no casualties. -

BA 350

(57 In BA 350, A STRATA team observed a new road 5 meters wide
that had been used by tracked vehicles. Routes 13/11 showed signs of
heavy GMC-type truck traffic in both directions. Two bridges were
also observed. An enemy Cambodian platoon was in the vicinity of
one bridge and was joined by a second platoon on 25 October. On 26
October, the team spotted four caches of ammunition containing an
estimated 280 cases of ammunition. One of the enemy platoons began
closing in on the team's position, and the team withdrew. Following
an extraction without incident, a FAC directed six VNAF A-1s against
the enemy caches with unknown results.

(5T Northeast of BA 350, a PIKE HILL team was inserted to obtain
POW information. On 25 October, local inhabitants were questioned
about the location of US POWs with negative results; however, on the
27th, the team received information that a US POW camp was located
in the area. Camp security was reported to consist of 130 enemy at
the camp itself and an unknown number of additional enemy stationed
in civilian houses around the camp. On 28 October, the team reported
that a villager had observed two US Negro POWs being escorted to a
stream to take a bath. In addition to the POW information, a villager
.also reported that the enemy was moving south on Route 14 using ox carts
during the hours of darkness, and that they ‘were digging foxholes on
both sides of the highway. On 29 October, a sympathizer reported an
estimated enemy company had moved into the area and one anti-aircraft
weapon had been emplaced. On 30 October, an enemy cache was located in
Kapot Village which consisted of clothing, weapons, ammunitijon, and -
rice and was guarded by 45 enemy soldiers. The team was extracted
without incident on 3 November, due to illness of a team member.
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BA 740

An EARTH ANGEL team observed a recently used enemy base camp
composed of 16 bunkers on 23 October. On 27 October, the team inadver--
tently met an NVA soldier, who fled upon seeing the team. A search of
the area produced two M-16 rifles. The following .day the team exfil-
trated overland to Duc Lap Special Forces Camp.

) (¥8Y An estimated ten enemy were heard talking in a-Cambodian

dialect and moving towards an RT's position on 26 October. When the

enemy group was approximately fifteen meters from the team, a claymore

mine was detonated and the team got away. On 6 November, in the same -
vicinity, a STRATA team observed three VC armed with SKSs, moving

south to north. Two hours later, approximately twenty enemy with -~ . ¢ B
two scout dogs were observed moving north to south. On 7 November, N
seven enemy with a dog were bypassed. On the 8th, a.dog and handler

moved towards the team's location. When they were approximately saven

meters away, the team leader opened fire and killed both the dog and

handler. An estimated enemy platoon then closed in on the team, but

the team broke contact and was extracted without incident the following

day. -

Wasteland

(FST A STRATA team ambushed four enemy moving south on Route 141
on 18 Novewber and three enemy were KIA. As the team moved forward
to search the area, another group of about nine NVA opened fire. The
team broke contact and directed four F-100s against suspected enemy
positions, resulting in three secondary explosions. The team was
subsequently extracted without incident.

(¥3J On 12 November, a PIKE HILL team was inserted with an ARVN-led
RT to provide security. On 15 November, the PIKE HILL team made contact
with the village chief in Mereuch, who informed the team that he had )
observed a well camouflaged en=my base area 50 kilometers northwest of
the viliage. He reported that the site contained a hospital, two large
rice warencuses, an artillery site, and one battalion of enemy troops.
The chief also said that his people wanted to mcve to South Vietnam.

BA 701 | | .

(FZL Wect or BA 701, a team located a six meter wide road which -
was not on any map, not visible from the air, and showed signs of recent’
use by track vehicles. On 31 October, while observing the road, the
team made contact with an estimated enemy platoon. An emergency was
declared, and two helicopter gunships provided suppressive fire during
the extraction. Four team members were listed as MIA. An RT in '
supporting an ARVN operation in BA 701, found abandoned gear and STABO
rigs on 16 November that presumably belonged to the four MIA team
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members; but no trace was found of the personnel. Shortly after-
wards, the team located a possible enemy headquarters building and
was surrounded by an enemy platoon. The team was reinforced by a
recon company from the 22nd ARVN Division and escaped; ten enemy
were KIA. On 17 November; the force located three caches of 85mm
ammunition, totalling 9000 rounds, revetments for ten tanks, a full
fifty-five galion gas drum, and four empty twenty liter qas.cans.
Tank tracks were also observed in the area. TAC AIR was directed
against the positions. Later the same day, two additional caches

. of 3,000 AK-47 rounds each were located. The next day, the team

captured two radios, a switchboard, two belt-driven generators, one
heavy SG-43 Soviet Machine Gun with trailer, plus numerous documents
from the K-37 Sapper Battalion.

BA 702

(¥37 An RT observed an abandoned enemy stéging area, cohsisting
of numerous bunkers, trenches, and hootches on 4 November. The team

‘estimated that the.area served a battalion or larger size force and

had been .abandoned for about two months. On § November, the team
combatted an estimated enemy platoon; one team member was KIA, one
was WIA. Enemy casualties were unknown. The team was extracted .
under fire. Another mission was aborted when heavy ground fire
killed a team member during insertion. A third team succeeded in
placing several mines along Route 194 on 26 October before encoun-
tering an enemy squad.

Northern AIZ

~ (¥SY An ARVN-led roadwatch team on Route 19 observed one enemy

on a Honda moving northeast on 28 October. Two hours later, two
enemy riding a Honda passed the team's position. As the team moved
closer to the road, eight to ten enemy from across the road came into
view and opened fire. When the team returned the fire,the enemy -
withdrew into the woods. The team was then extracted.

(¥37 From 16 to 20 October, a riverwatch team observed numerous
motorized boats during the hours of darkness on the Tonle Kong River.
No traffic was heard from 20 to 26 October. This team also observed
a woman, of possible caucasian origin, taking a bath in the river.
Another team observed the river from 26 October to 2 November and
heard three motorized boats. A third team was inserted without
incident on 5 November and extracted on the 12th. This team heard
a tgtal of 14 motorized boats, which indicated a pick-up of river
traffic. : :
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BAs 609/613

(F5Y70n 1 November, after a second attempt to insert, an RT was
attacked by an unknown size enemy force on the LZ and was extracted
under extensive small arms and rocket fire. A second team was inserted
into the same target area on 12 November, encountered NVA/VC on several
occasions the next two days, and was extracted.

CPST'A US-led team, active from 7 to 12 November in another target
area, heard enemy tracker activity in the v1c1n1ty of its RON position
on the 12th. Later the same day the team again heard extensive enemy

movement, evaded to the southwest, and was extracted. On 13 November, .
a US-led platoon, with a reconnaissance-in-force mission, was inserted

into this- area and killed three enemy the next day. On the 15th, the

“platoon was attacked by an estimated enemy platoon, suffered heavy

casualties, and was subsequently extracted.

’_LIST'Aircraft supporting an insertion on 6 November received heavy

'ground fire from 100 to 200 meters east of the LZ and the insertion

was aborted. A pilot supporting the insertion observed a two meter
wide trail that showed signs of extensive and heavy use off of Highway
96. Photographs of Highways 96/110 also showed extensive road repair
and construction by bulldozers.

ST A US-Ted company size patrol base was set up on 19 October.
Severe weather conditions that plagued the area had its effects on
the US and SCU, causing coughs, colds, water-logged extremities,

immersion foot, fever, and heat exhaustion. Eighteen men were extracted
because of these problems, and on 3 November, the company was extracted.

(I87 A US-led team was confronted with an estimated platoon on
4 November, armed with RPD machine guns, B-40 Rockets, AK-47s and
hand grenades. The team broke contact, evaded to the west, and was
extracted under small arms fire. Another team observed a two month
old regimental size bunker complex that could hold about 1,000 person-
nel. After the teams extraction, a FAC directed two F-4s against the
bunker complex, resulting in four large fires, five small fires, and
one possible secondary explosion.

L?Sj On 4 November, after four days in its target area, a team
engaged an unknown size force and one NVA was KIA. The team broke
contact and evaded during the night. On 5 November, the team reported
extensive enemy activity from trackers with dogs and killed two NVA
when they closed on the team. An AK-47, a K-54 pistol, and several
documents were removed from the bodies. The documents -revealed that
one of the NVA was a senior sergeant assigned to the 40th Regiment.
The team was extracted later the same day under heavy ground fire.
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SUGAR LOAF
(37 SUGARLOAF Radio Site was closed on 4 November because of the

Northeast Monsoon. This caused a concurrent reduction of insertions
into the surrounding area. '

BA 611

(¥s7 On 13 November, after seven days in its target area, an RT
encountered three enemy. There were no casualties. Later the same
day, an NVA squad fired at the team with AK-47s, and the team called
for TAC AIR. Enemy casualties were unknown. The team was then . e

extracted under automatic and small arms fire. oF .

(¥8Y Another team noted extensive enemy movement in its area and
requested that an exploitation platoon be inserted to possibly intercept
the enemy force. The platoon engaged enemy forces on four separate
occasions, suffered light casualties, and requested air support. The
101st Airborne Div reported 37 KBA. The RT was extracted on .7 November:
the platoon'was extracted on 9 November under intense enemy ground fire.

-y -

Mz

(T8Y Enemy movements west of the DMZ increased. An estimated
twenty-five enemy engaged one team during an extraction on 24 October
and a UH-1H was lost. Another team was on the ground only thirty-five
minutes before being hit by about ten NVA. On 8 November, a team made
contact with an NVA squad and was extracted.’ On 14 November, a team
encounterec an estimated 30 - 40 NVA troops. An emergency was called,
but the team was unable to contact anyone. One US team member was o d
KIA; seven members were WIA. The team was extracted after a second
encounter with the NVA.

. (Isi/in the DMZ, a US-led trailwatch team heard movement of approx-
imately six tracker personnel about 20 meters southwest of their loca-
tion on 24 October. Shortly after seven hours on the ground, the team
declared a tactical emergency, and was extracted without incident. A
second team was inserted on 3 November into this same area and reported
no enemy activity for eight days. Four other teams reported some enemy
movements, but nothing significant. .

MAROPS

(&) DODGE MARK 56 was a two team mission on the night of 11 November
with a mission to capture or ambush VC/VCI using trails in MR I. The
teams established their ambushes but did not make contact. DODGE MARK 57
was a one team mission conducted during the night of 15 November. A SEAL
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team inserted into a lake by An Tra Hamlet and established an ambush
Jocation at 1845 hours.. At 2130, a combined force of a PF platoon

and a US Marine squad began patrolling toward the SCT location in

an effort to flush out the enemy. At 2140, two sampans were observed -
with four VC moving south along the lake,-and the SCT team opened '
fire at about 20 meters. The VC fell into the lake, and the sampans
swamped. Two ammunition cans were recovered containing documents,
several bags of food, clothing, and .two grenades. Initial readout

of the documents revealed that the four VC in the sampan were members
"of the VC District 3, Da Nang Finance Economy Section, tasked with

the collection of taxes and food from local villeges.

JPRC . -

(jf Two US Navy personnel were lost at sea on 30 October. On 31
October, two Vietnamese fishermen from Co Luy Village reported to the
US Naval Coastal Group 16 that they had found their bodies and were
paid 27,500 piasters under the JPRC reward program. On 5 November,
the 1st Cav, Division advised JPRC that a detainee told of a small
POW camp which contained two US PWs and was guarded by one platoon.
Five Air Cav Recon teams were inserted between 9 and 12 November -but
were unable to find any evidence of the alleged camp.

Wrap-Up: 19 November - 11 December

Zone CHARLIE

(87 FORD DRUM missions out of the Quan Loi Launch Site were
especially active in Zone CHARLIE. Along Route 154, to the northwest
of Tay Hinh, considerable bicycle traffic, loaded with supplies, was
photographed heading in a northwesterly direction. A large barn-type
aluminum building, used as. a rice storage shed was observed on Route
155. On 22 November, a mission on Route 154 was flown in response
to J-2 for ARC LIGHT BDA; photographs indicated there were no damaged
or undamaged structures in the area and that all bomb craters were
within the strike box. On the same day, a photo was taken of a check-
point where a well-used trail intersected the highway. The check-point
was a platform built between two trees and covered with a poncho.
Photographs of a damaged bridge on Route 75 indicated a large raft
and a cable stretched across a river just beneath the surface of the -
water, apparently part of a ferry system. At one point, a man in
uniform was photographed carrying a pack board with 4 - 6 rockets
and a rocket launcher. :
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days in other target areas and reported no enemy activity or .sightings.

(¥8T Near the intersection of Route 1543C and Route 155, a FORD
DRUM crew observed supplies camouflaged with rice straw. Two enemy
soldiers were also seen riding west with AK-47s and various assortments
of-web gear. The crew continued along Route 155 and a photo was taken
of a partially camouflaged jeep. No people were in or around the jeep,
but the engine was still running because exhaust fumes could be seen.

- On 20 November, a second mission was flown in this same area plus Routes

15 and 7. The aircraft was fired on with 60 to 80 rounds of automatic
weapons fire from three or four men concealed in the trees during this
trip. At one point the pilot saw a tank, but there was a heavy canopy,
and it could not be determined if the tank was gperational or not. A
large rice storage area was also photographed.

(¥8).0n 20 November, a STRATA team made contact with an enemy - M
squad north of BA 352 and evaded west. On 22 Hovember the team reported
that it had been followed by an estimated enemy platoon throughout the
day. Two helicopter gunships struck enemy positions in support of the
team and destroyed two structures. The team was extracted on the 23rd
due to continued enemy tracker activity. Two RTs spent a total of 17 )

BA 350

(FSY A STRATA team observed three enemy moving south on Route 13
northwest of BA 350 on 6 December. On 8 December, the team ambushed
a Lambretta, killing five enemy and capturing one SKS rifle and numerous
documents. The documents contained political lessons written by a member
of the Khmer Rouge Party, stating that the main purpose of the revolution
was to liberate the people from the domination of American imperialists,
feudalists, and .reactionary capitalists. One captured pamplet included
instructions for training farmers and rural workers in party policies.

(I$T An RT located an abandoned platoon size bivouac area on 18
November. At 0300 hours on 19 Movember, several vehicles were heard
moving for about ten minutes, and at 0330, the team heard more equip-
ment moving and people talking. An enemy company was believed to be
moving to the south. The team was followed on 20 Movember by an un-
known size force, and the next day three enemy advanced toward the
team's location with AK-47's in the ready position; two were killed
by claymore mines and the other was wounded. The team then came under
heavy fire from approximately thirty enemy. - When a FAC came overhead,
the enemy stopped their pursuit and the team was extracted the next
day. o=

(¥8) A trailwatch team eluded enemy squads using dogs on three
different occasions. This team's reporting of dogs coincided with

reports by other teams working in the area around Kratie, and it ap- - o
peared that the enemy was making more extensive and effective use of
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tracker dogs.. Instructions pertaining to counter-measures against
tracker and scout dogs were disseminated to all SOG field elements.

(387 Along Route 13, enemy traffic was heavy from 15 to 22 November; -
one RT observed 132 2% ton trucks moving east and 53 23 ton trucks moving
west. In addition, 12 % ton vehicles were seen and 12 enemy on nine -
Hondas passed the team's location. From 22 to 28 November, another team
observed 19 2% ton trucks, 13 of which were moving west. On 28 November,
the team ambushed a 2% ton truck using three claymores, causing the
truck to go out of control and stop. Automatic fire northwest of their
position precluded a search of the truck, and th& team evaded to the
northeast. No traffic was seen by a third team from 29 November to -
2 December. Then, on 3 December, nine 2} ton trucks, one three-wheeled . gy -
motorbike, two Hondas, and 17 enemy were observed moving on the road. CooTE
On the 5th, the team ambushed a 2% ton truck, but a second truck loaded
with troops precluded a search of the wrecked vehicle. The team engaged
the troops with automatic weapons fire, broke contact, and withdrew in-
two elements. The following day the team was reunited by a FAC and
extracted as a fourth team was again inserted in a "flip-flop" manner.

LIST'Oh 29 November, a STRATA team located a four bunker complex
in BA 350. The bunkers were covered by a bottom layer of logs, a sheet
of plastic, a layer of dirt, and a second layer of logs twenty centi-
meters above the dirt layer. Three bunkers contained wooden packing
crates believed to contain ammunition; the fourth was empty. A fifth
bunker was later found which contained fifteen 55 gallon drums of gaso-
“line. Near this bunker was a partially constructed platoon size camp.
That eveniug the team began observing a bridge six meters long and a
little over three meters wide. At 1820 hours, the team observed a
green coloi'ed 2% ton truck moving from north to south hauling a full.
load of wvhite covered objects. A second truck's headlights were ob-
served at 1920 hours. The next gay, at 1500 hours, the team heard a
group of er.amy soldiers movino in the vicinity of the bridge, cutting
wood, and. singing. At 1800, a truck stopped at the bridge for a few
minutes, then moved acr,ss the h-idge and stopped again. The truck
then conti:iied rerth. A second truck went through the same routine.
Then, the team lieard men speaking in both the North and South Vietnamese
dialects. The :2am believed th: trucks were bringing in sentries for
the bridi.2 and road. Between 2200 and 0030, the team heard foot traffic .
and ten truck: moving without h_adlights from north to south. On the '
morning of 1 Pecembeir, the tean moved to within 25 meters of the bridge
and gave a FAC tl.e distance 3.:d direction to”"the target. The FAC lo-
cated th2 hbri-<je and we, then told the direction and distance from -
the bridye to tie POL bunker. The S1RATA team then moved to the
.ammunition cache and placed 2% pounds on C-4 in each bunker, primed
with a ten minute length of time fuse. The ammunition and storage
bunkers were destroyed. The FAC also directed two F-100s against
the targets, resulting in two secondary explosions near the bridge.
The team was then extracted.

-
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BA 351

(¥57 Three EARTH ANGEL teams were inserted in SVN for subsequent
overland infiltration into Cambodia. A1l three teams observed extensive
enemy activity in the BA and returned overland to Bu Dop Special Forces
Camp. ' o .

Wasteland

- (¥57 On 19 November, a PIKE HILL team repdrted that the enemy
controlled the population in and around Mereuch by confiscating and
holding all personal papers. There were no markets in Mereuch and . o
the villagers had to travel to Khao Nhek, about 38 kilometers to the = LR
west. Written permission had to be obtained to travel between the
two villages. On 2 December, three enemy entered Mereuch and impressed
three villagers and three elephants into service. On 6 December, a
villager informed the team that three Cambodian communists and six
Montagnards conducted a meeting with 115 villagers of Mereuch and Otien.
Four points were covered. First, an appeal was made for the villagers
to move to Khao Nhek because US aircraft would attack those living -
along the border. Secondly, each villager was required to contribute .
500 Riels (about $6.30 US) to the communists. Third, a tax of 30 :
kilos of rice was levied on each family and fourth, Mereuch villagers
were told to provide 10,000 two-meter long punji stakes to be placed
around the villages. The communists stated that they would return
in ten days and escort the villagers to Khao Nhek.

~a

BA 701

(¥SY Three RTs attempted unsuccessfully to locate the headquarters
of the K-37 Sapper Battalion. One team discovered a large rice cache. ..
Another team found six hootches with rice caches, some tank revetments,
and four storage houses with boxes which contained one Soviet and
eleven CHICOM 85mm rounds. Tank repair tools, a US made sensor device,
two Soviet R-108 radio sets, and a 55-gallon drum were also confiscated.

(¥87 on 18 November, an RT discovered a platoon size staging area
containing thirty covered bunkers and numerous foxholes. Four tin cans
of rice, a basket of fruit, and a rock cooking pot, which was still
warm were found in one of the shelters. The team was then extracted
without incident. ' ' -

BA 702

(Isflwest of BA 702, an RT encountered an estimated 20 enemy on
7 December. The team directed three A-1ls against the enemy positions,
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resulting in 10 enemy KBA and two secondary explosions. During the
teams subsequent extraction, 40 structures were observed in the area.
Two helicopter gunships and five VNAF A-1s damaged or destroyed 38
of the structures and caused five secondary explosions.

BAs 609/613

{¥8Y On 28 November, an RT was in almost continuous contact with
the enemy for seven hours. Three anti-personnel mines and fifteen
claymores were detonated against approximately 100 enemy moving towards
the team. The enemy opened fire with AK-47s, RPDs and B-40s, and the
team suffered heavy casualties. As the team became surrounded, Cobra
gunships and A-1s were directed against the enemy, and the team was " A
extracted. On 29 November, another team suffered light casualties = "
against an enemy squad. The team was extracted under cover of A-ls
and helicopter gunships, and a Covey aircraft reported that an entire
hilltop in the area was honey-combed with buildings and bunkers.

: (¥3) On 23 November, a team observed a recently used north/south
trail and“two partially constructed foxholes that showed signs of use
within the previous two hours. Movement, voices, and whistles were
heard and two A-1s and three Cobras were directed against suspected
enemy positions. The activity ceased, but the team was extracted due
to compromise of its location. On 25 November, another team observed
numerous recently improved trails. That evening approximately 100 -
150 enemy were heard setting up for an RON. On 26 November, the team
encountered three different groups of NVA, suffered heavy casualties,
and extracted under small arms fire. On 27 November, a mission was
aborted when helicopters received small arms fire from the LZ. On

4 December, a team that was inserted on 30 November ambushed and killed
two NVA who were over six feet tall and weighed:between 180 and 200
pounds. The team later made contact with an estimated enemy company,
suffered heavy casualties, and was extracted under heavy ground fire.

k2

(¥37 One US-led exploitation platoon investigated a previously
reported regimental bunker complex area, located a high-speed trail,
and implanted anti-personnel mines in the area. A second platoon
engaged 14 to 20 enemy on 25 November and suffered light casualties.
The rext day, the platoon discovered and destroyed a three ton cache
of rice and fresh vegatables. On 27 November, the platoon received
sporadic small arms fire and B-40 rockets fire, but sustained no in-
juri2s. On the 28th, the platoon discovered a ten ton rice cache and
encountered an estimated JD-man company of enemy. Heavy casualties -
ensued, and the platoon was extracted under heavy ground fire the
next day. :
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BA 614

were HALO-dropped into the area at 0200 hours. Although the weather was
extremely poor and the team became separated, the mission was considered
- successful. See Append1x VIII for further details. ,

BAs 607/611

3}55 On 6 December, west of BA 607, an RT was extracted after

spending thirty-two minutes on the ground. Twelve NVA affronted the

team ten minutes after landing; three KVA were KIA.

: (757 In BA 611, an RT made contact with the NVA twice in three
hours and fifteen minutes on the ground and was extracted under exten-
sive small arms fire on 23 November.

DMz
(¥5T 7th Air Force requested an investigation of Ban Seu Doun

Village, and a US-led platoon was inserted on 20 November; the village

was uninhabited. On 24 November, the platoon reported that it was

surrounded by an unknown size enemy force with one US KIA, one US

WIA, and one SCU WIA. At 1500 hours, the KIA and WIA were extracted

by helicopter while under intense small arms .fire. A second UH-1H

helicopter, while attempting the extraction of remaining platoon

members struck a tree and crashed in the vicinity of the LZ. VNAF

A-1s and helicopter gunships provided effective suppressive fires

and after a successful extraction of the platoon and crew, destroyed

the downed aircraft. The pilots of these aircraft estimated that

four to six platoons, in three separate positions, provided anti-

aircraft and supporting fire for two enemy assault platoons attacking -

the US forces. All three supporting positions were engaged by the

Cobra gunships and A-1 aircraft. The composite BDA for all A-1 and

Cobra gunships was 75 enemy killed, possibly 75 to 100 more enemy

KBA, and three automatic weapons positions destroyed.

MAROPS

(¥ Weather conditions limited DODGE MARK operations. Two
missions-were run, 6 and 10 December, and both had negative results.
Three PTFs supported MARKET TIME operations from 26 November to 4
December to counter possible enemy trawler resupply attempts in the
vicinity of the Batangan Peninsula. A number of craft were checked
by the 18-man PTF crews, but no enemy craft were intercepted.
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JPRC

(Sf On 22 November, nineteen ARVN POWs were rescued by a Navy
SEAL team. On 28 November, the 1st Air Cav Division found a possible
prison complex about 85 miles northeast of Saigon. There were four
bamboo pens, 25 feet in diameter and 10 to 15 feet high, and two struc-
tures, 20 feet by 20 feet, with locks on the doors. The area was
burned, and all structures were destroyed. On 7 December, a VC platoon
of 30 men and four caucasians, were seen in and around An Hoa. Residents
of the hamlet reported that the caucasians were not prisoners, but were
operating with the VC. The unit was -armed with AK-47s and three M-16

rifles.

- * a.., ¢
Wrap-Up: 12 - 31 December
Lower AIZ ,
(¥8) ADSID and SPIKESID sensor devices were placed in the vicinity Hné

of Kratie on 20 and 22 December to be monitored by TACC-ALPHA, the
Cambodian communications relay aircraft, between 0700 and 0100 daily.

. (¥8Y The National Photographic Interpretation Center in Washington

requested FORD DRUM missions southeast of Dambie to locate stocks of
supplies or rice. High altitude US Air Force photos taken on 8 November
and 6 December had indicated stacks of supplies or rice, and possible
anti-aircraft positions. SOG crews located the areas in question, and
low-level photographs indicated the rice straw had been harvested and
that the anti-aircraft positions were rice straw stacks. -

(¥ST On 13 December, FORD DRUM crews- observed nine POL drums on Hwy 73.
stacked along side a house. In the village of Chak, 15 to 20 bunkers -
and trenches were photographed. On 16 December two photos of Krabau
Village indicated that foot and bicycle traffic could still cross a
partially destroyed bridge. Photographs of other destroyed bridges
indicated that effective ferry systems.had been set up to shift cargo
from one side to the other. On 22 December, a FORD DRUM crew flew
southeast along Route 13 to a destroyed bridge. New defensive posi-
tions were observed at the bridge, and as the crew started east along
the Prek Te River, approximately 400 .rice bags and supplies stacked
under trees on both banks of the river were photographed. TAC AIR
destroyed approximately 90% of these supplies on 23 and 24 December.

(IBT/On 29 December, an RT avoided an enemy platoon and shortiy
thereafter found 20 bunkers, 10 thatched huts and many ration cans.

On 31 December, the team bypassed another platoon and found a platoon
size bivouac area, abandoned approximately two days. The bivouac area
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included two dug-in bunkers, 20 to 30 individual foxholes, three huts
and one latrine. A company-size bivouac area was then located which
consisted of ten dug-in bunkers, ten huts, and 70 to 80 individual
foxholes. This area also had been vacated about two days.

(¥37 On 28 December, an RT observed a well-maintained portion of
Route 13. Metal telephone poles, carrying four lines, paralleled the
road. That evening, the team heard four 2% ton trucks moving southeast
at ten minute intervals. The next evening the team heard several 2%
and 3/4 ton trucks moving in small groups at 10 to 20 minute intervals.
On 30 December from 2000 to 2130.hours, the team heard seven 2% ton
trucks moving southeast. On the 31st, the team observed 23 2% ton
trucks moving northwest at ten minute intervals. TAC-AIR was not
used because the team leader ‘felt it would have endangered his personnei
and compromised his position.

BA 350

(ISAn RT, operating northwest of BA 350 from 7 to 15 December,
observed truck, jeep and Honda traffic on Route 13 during the last
four days of its mission. On 12 December an enemy patrol discovered
an electric wire from one of the RT's claymore mines and then opened
fire on the team. The RT detonated two claymores and evaded. On 14
December at 2200 hours, the team ambushed a Soviet-made truck carrying
a heavy load of rice and about nine people. As the team moved toward
the disabled truck, they were forced back by the heavy fire coming
from the truck and both ends of the road. The team evaded and was
extracted on the 15th under heavy ground fire. Two other teams in
this area reported no significant enemy activity. '

(¥8T Between 16 and 25 December, AC-119 gunships destroyed or
damaged 11 trucks and 17 sampans, substantiating reports of increased
traffic on Route 13. Trucks continued to turn off their lights and
shut-down engines whenever an aircraft was heard or seen.

(¥8Y On 17 December, four Cobras destroyed an underwater bridge
and raft in BA 350. On 20 December, an RT observed an estimated
100 NVA/VC moving in small groups on Route 13. Two Cobra gunships
struck the troops with unknown results. On 21 December, a FAC directed
two F-4s against an enemy base camp discovered during a routine VR
mission. There were two secondary explosions. On 29 December, a team
observed an abandoned enemy base camp northwest of BA 350 containing _
20 structures. While searching the camp, the team heard dogs barking
and movement of about 20 enemy and evaded. On the 30th, the team
began moving back toward the enemy base camp to mark it for TAC AIR
exploitation. The team was discovered by tracker dogs and engaged
an estimated 20 enemy, resulting in no friendly casualties and three -

enemy killed in action. After breaking contact, the team successfully
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evaded the enemy. force and was extracted. The RT was reinserted on
an alternate LZ without incident that same day and located another
camp. While searching the camp, an unknown size enemy force descended
on the team, but it successfully evaded. A second team was inserted
into this same general target area on 31 December, but was compromised
shortly after insertion. The team was extracted and reinserted into

" an alternate LZ. One hour later, the team was affronted by ten enemy
and one team member was WIA. The team withdrew to its reinsertion LZ
and was extracted under enemy small arms fire. '

BA 740

(¥87 0n 14 December, a FAC directed two F-4s against an enemy
base camp discovered during a routine YR mission. Six structures
and one bunker were destroyed. On 15 December, another FAC directed
two F-4s against a truck park.  One unidentified vehicle was destroyed,
and there were two secondary explosions. :

L.

Wasteland

(¥8Y In Mereuch, where a PIKE HILL team had been operating since
12 November the villagers abandoned their homes for fear of communist
oppression and began to move toward the South Vietnam border on 10
December. The villagers killed most of the livestock for food and
turned the remainder loose, after trying to sell the livestock to
the team. On 12 December the team reported that a total of 150
villagers had crossed the Tonle Sreook River. On 15 December, the
villagers and 16 elephants arrived at Ban Drang Phok. The refugees
were secured by the 72nd ARVN Ranger Battalion and were resettled by
Dar Lac Province civic action organizations.. On 17 December the
PIKE HILL team was resupplied in the Mereuch area and five old and -
sick villagers were extracted by helicopter and reunited with their
people. On the 23rd, a false helicopter extraction, using dummies
was conducted, and the PIKE HILL team and several sympathizers stayed
in the target area. On 30 December, the team was extracted with
three Cash-dian sympathizers by helicopter without incident, after
spending 49 days in the target area.

(¥ST On 18 December, an RT observed a battalion size base camp
with 60 to 70 thatched huts, two kitchens, some fresh bamboo hut
frames, and several zigzag trenches. Approximately 150 to 200 NVA
were workimg on the huts. The team requested TAC AIR, and five A-ls
struck the enemy positions for thirty minutes, resulting in three
. secondary explosions.
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(¥3Y A STRATA team spent five hours and fifteen minutes in another
target area on 31 December. Shortly after insertion, the team found
a recently used platoon size enemy bivouac area. Five enemy engaged
the team. As the team was evading this group, an unknown size enemy
force bore down on the team, and two team members were WIA. The team
was then extracted under heavy ground fire. . '

Northern AlZ

(¥8) Two teams encountered unknown size forces the second day of
their mission along the Tonle Kong and were extracted. Another RT
spent only twenty-five minutes on the ground on 20 December before .
making contact with an unknown size enemy force. From 6 to 12 December
between 1900 and 0600 hours, an RT heard numerous convoys of 23 ton
trucks moving on Route 19 moving in groups of two and three. The road
was six meters wide, had a hard surface and was well maintained.

(¥3) On 13 December a riverwatch team observed two motorized sam-
pans moving east on the Tonle San. The next day, the team killed an
NVA soldier, but his companion escaped. The team was extracted with- <
out incident due to its compromise. Another RT observed a motorized
sampan on the Tonle Srepok on 15 December. On the 17th, the team
stopped two farmers traveling west on a trail from Lomphat. The
detainees carried a travel pass .issued by their hamlet chief which
said, "I, the Chairman of Meang Ny Hamlet, Lomphat Village, Lomphat
District, Ratanakire Province, authorize Mr. Non, living in Neang Ny
Hamlet, to go to Lomphat District to get vegetables for food. Mr Non
will stay for two days with our brother of the front in Lomphat Village
and then return." The two farmers were extracted with the team. -

(F3T A Tonle Kong riverwatch team heard one motorized sampan moving
north on 24 December. No other river traffic was observed or heard.
On the 26th, the team combatted three enemy, broke contact, and was N
then extracted without incident. On 30 December, a team was extracted = -
after five hours in its area due to compromise by three NVA. Three
A-1s struck suspected enemy positions with unknown results. On 31
December an RT was confronted with an estimated 30 - 40 enemy, resulting
in no friendly casualties and two enemy KIA. The team evaded successfully.

BA 701

(¥8Y on 13 December, a STRATA team on the Tonle Srepok found two
underwater cables, used to pull boats across the river, and sighted .
four enemy in a motorized sampan loaded with banannas. On 16 December,
an RT eluded an estimated 30 enemy one hour after insertion. .On 17
December, the team encountered an enemy platoon, and four enemy were KIA.
The team was then extracted without incident. . '
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(¥37 The area west of BA 701 was increasingly active and the enemy
appeared to be re-establishing the area as one of his major base areas,
possibly to launch future operations into MR 2. The importance ~f the
Tonle Kong. to the NVA was becoming apparent as teams had considerable
difficulty operating in the area. The enemy appeared to be moving
several units to secure the entire river before an anticipated flow of
supplies began in volume. o

.

(¥3) On 23 December, an RT discovered a company size camp west of

BA 701. The camp was 150 meters long, 200 meters wide, and contained

four thatched structures and numerous bunkers.. Inside one of the

structures, the team discovered a cache of 12.7mm ammunition. TAC AIR

was requested, and on the 27th; a FAC directed two A-ls and two F-4s B :

against the camp, resulting in-one cache destroyed and two secondary - .

explosions. On 25 December another team observed a four meter long, I

80 centimeter wide bridge. While trying to photograph the bridge, 20

enemy attacked the team. One team member was WIA and two enemy were

KIA. The team broke contact and became separated into two groups.

Enemy troops were throughout the area, and the team suffered several

casualties. They were extracted under light small arms fire on the

26th. Two other teams were extracted under heavy fire on 27 and 28

December. *
(¥3) An EARTH ANGEL team was walked into the area on 20 December

and changed into NVA uniforms. On 22 December, the team observed /

four NVA soldiers moving from northwest to southeast. The next day,

the team observed a one month old NVA base camp, consisting of 24

bunkers. On the 27th, the team had completed their mission and ex-

filtrated overland to the Duc Co Special Forces Camp. On 25 December,

another EARTH ANGEL team was inserted by helicopter. On the 27th,

this team observed an unarmed enemy platoon carrying supplies south

on a trail. The team also observed a fenced-in area, surrounded by

punji fields, and reported that the area-was a possible PW camp or

PW transshipment point. On the 29th, the team was beset with three

armed enemy, resulting in no friendly, and unknown enemy casualties.

The team than exfiltrated overland. . :

BAs 609/613 .

(I57/A US-led RT spent only one hour and thirty minutes on the
ground on 10 December, reinserted on the 11th, and subsequently ex-
tracted on the 12, because of continued enemy tracker activity. -
Another RF met heavy resistance two:and one half hours after insertion. -
The team suffered heavy casualties and was extracted under continuous T
ground fire. :
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(F57 A FAC directed two A-37s on a road-cut mission against a
Route 110 bypass on 13 December. The strikes resulted in two, five
meter wide cuts, one secondary fire which burned for four hours. On
the 14th, in this same general area, another FAC received 12.7mm 4
ground fire and directed two F-4s against the AAA positions, suppress-
ing the fire. :

(¥ST On 20 December, a team observed a suspected enemy way station,
which had approximately 40 new buildings with bunkers constructed under
the floors. The next day, the team observed approximately 20 enemy,
and was extracted after hearing numerous signal shots and trackers. The
team felt they were being forced into an ambushe On 22 December, a FAC
directed two A-1s against the suspected enemy way station, resulting in .
three medium size secondary explosions and three secondary fires. A _ ¢ _~ A,
parachute insertion mission in another area on 22 December was termina-
ted after seven hours and fifteen minutes because one SCU member was
killed and a US member fractured his leg on the landing.

(¥5770n 25 December, an RT discovered ten enemy in an "L" shaped
ambush. Five of the enemy were about 6 feet tall, weighed about 165
pounds, and looked like Chinese. As the team attempted to evade, the _
troops opened fire with AK-47s and B-40s, but there were no casualties. : EE
The team was then extracted under heavy 12.7%m machine qun fire. A-ls
and helicopter gunships silenced the guns, and two helicopters sus-
tained numerous hits but returned safely to the base.

(PST0On 27 December, an RT wearing NVA uniforms came face to face
with nine enemy on a security patrol. The patrol said they were search-
ing for a force that had been inserted by helicopter the previous day.
When the enemy force requested to search the team's rucksacks, the
team opened fire, immediately killing five of the enemy. The remaining
four returned fire, and the team radio operator was killed by a B-40
rocket. The team withdrew and secured an LZ. An attempted extraction
was aborted when one of the helicopters was hit by two rounds of 12.7mm_
AA fire. The next day 21 sorties of VNAF A-ls struck suspected enemy
locations around the team's position, silencing the AAA position, and
the team was then extracted.

(I5T On 26 December, while hovering to insert an RT, the lead
helicopter received automatic weapons fire from a bunker adjacent to
the LZ. The insertion was aborted and an attempt was made to insert
into the secondary LZ. This also was aborted because of intense small
arms fire. Three other missions were likewise aborted due to heavy
concentrated fire in the LZs. -

BA 611

(¥57 On 17 December, a team observed six enemy and heard additional
movement. The team evaded, using rockets fired by a FAC to support its’

B-95



evasion. The team was extracted after spending only twenty-one minutes
on the ground. Another mission was aborted the same day when the lead
helicopter received ground fire from the vicinity of the intended LZ.
On 18 December, another team observed a file of four enemy troops fol-
lowed by another six further behind. The RT attacked and killed the
first four. The other six were fired upon with unknown results. The

team then called for extraction and was 1ifted out with no further
incidents. : : :

DML o
(¥$TA US-led RT found a company size bivouac area right after

insertion on 13 December. A couple of hours later, the team heard

movement around their position and began transmitting an emergency

distress signal on its URC-68 radio. At the same time, the team

heard the emergency signal being received on another radio approxi-

‘mately 30 meters to the east. The team continued to hear movement

and whistles and helicopter gunships were directed against the sus-

pected enemy positions. All activity ceased, and the team was extracted

without further incident. An ARVN-led RT was engaged by an unknown

size enemy force in an LZ on 16 December. One UH-1H helicopter crew

member was KIA, and two helicopter gunships were directed against the

enemy positions forcing the enemy to break contact. The team was

extracted after only 18 minutes on the ground. Another RT was

extracted under heavy small arms fire after three hours on the ground.

On 23 December, an ARVN-led team made contact with an unknown size

enemy force after three days. The team was then extracted under heavy

small arms fire, while four helicopter gunships were directed against

the enemy positions. : :

(¥8T On 26 December, after four days in its target area, an
ARVN-led RT heard an estimated 10 enemy moving approximately 30
meters to its northwest. At this time, the team also heard a pre-
viously implanted M-14 mine explode, and several of the enemy started
yelling. Later, the team engaged an enemy squad, resulting in no
friendly and unknown enemy casualties, and was then extracted with-
out incident. A US-led RT was able to.spend only two hours and thirty
minutes in its target area on 27 December. The team heard enemy
activity 125 meters northwest of the LZ, and was extracted after
directing two helicopter gunships against the enemy positions.

(TSYS0G operations in the northern PFAQ ‘and the DMZ were at a
low level due to the weather. However, reports continued to show
increasing enemy activity. In the area just north of BAs 609 and
613, RTs were reasonably successful, even though enemy reaction in-
creased. MACSOG/STD teams continued to locate base camps, bivouac
areas, caches and communication wires with increasing frequency.
The enemy continued preparations for an influx of personnel and
supplies in the coming dry season.
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(Y DODGE MARK 59-70 and 60-70 were run during the nights of 10
and 11 December to ambush a group of 20 to 30 NVA reportedly coming
down from Elephant Valley to procure rice. Both of these two-team
missions produced negative results. DODGE MARK 63-70 was a two-team
mission conducted the night of 19 December. The team inserted across
the beach at 2015 hours and established ambushes near several bunkers.
They remained at their ambush sites until 0230 without contact. The
Sea Commando Teams then recovered to the PTFs and the PTFs moved in
close to tne beach and bombarded the bunker area«with mortar and 40
millimeter gunfire. DODGE MARK 65-70 was a one-team mission conducted
22 December, but scout swimmers observed what appeared to be armed
personnel -on the beach, and the .Sea Commando Team returned to the
PTF. Again, the PTF moved in close to the beach and bombarded the
area with mortar, 40mm and 20mm gunfire for a period of 20 minutes.

JPRC
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(8) On 17 December, the Vinh Binh Popular Forces conducted a

raid on a POW camp which resulted in the release of 49 POWs. This
included 31 civilians, eight ARVN and ten VC who were being punished.
One of the released POWs knew of another camp and led a force against
the camp on 20 December. The camp had been vacated four to five hours
earlier and no POWs were recovered. Documents recovered in this
second raid included the preliminary interrogation of two US pilots
. who were shot down in a Mohawk on 15 November 1969. The document

gave a description of how the aircraft was shot down, the damage it
suffered, and the tactics used to capture the two pilots.

Recapitulation

LIST'Extensive statistics for MACSOG operations are provided in
the supporting Appendices, however a short recap is presented below
to provide an insight into the scope -of SALEM HOUSE and PRAIRIE FIRE
activities. '

Table 3
1970 RT ACTIVITIES RECAP

ACTIVITY ' SALEM HOUSE/RVN  PRAIRIE FIRE/DMZ  TOTAL
Number of Inserts ' 612 ‘ 491 1,103
Enemy KIA (Counted/Estimated) 227/93 4904701 717/794
Operational Days 3,284 1,770 - 5,054
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ACTIVITY : SALEM HOUSE/RVN  PRAIRIE FIRE/DMZ  TOTAL
Enemy POWs Captured 9 3 12
Caches Destroyed _ 26 6 32
Vehicles observed . : . 540 - 187 727
TAC AIR Sorties - o 1,324 1,439 2,763
Aircraft Losses : 18 . 28 46
Friendly KIA/MIA 24/12 68/10 92/22

NEWS RELEASES )

(F37 Personnel assigned to MACSOG, or who have access to its sensitive
information, are thoroughly indoctrinated in the required security measures -
for its clandestine operations. Fowever, in spite of the precautions taken
to keep SOG activities undercover, the size and complexity of its opera-
tions have not gone unnoticed by the news media. As early as October 1967,
an issue of RAMPARTS magazine had an article on the Vietnam war which re-
lated to SOG. The largest outflux of information occurred in 1963 when
the eight Special Forces personnel gained so much notority with the alleged
killing of a Vietnamese Wational. = The incident received nationwide
coverage and many articles included information on SOG and its activities.
With the incursions of allied forces into Cambodia in 1970, increased '
speculation about US involvement in cross-border operations also produced-
articles containing information on SOG.

(¥8) Although these articles touched on many facets of- SOG operations,
not all of the information printed was accurate. In fact, some of them
included invalid data, were incomplete, or misrepresented the facts; how-
ever, there could not be a denial or confirmation of the information with-
out further compromising SOG's cover. Excerpts from several articles are
included. in this year's history, not to give credence to their authenticity
but rather to give an indication of the type of news that was printed.

1. RAMPARTS Magazine, October, 1967.

...Special Forces loaned [personnel in 1965] to
the CIA for their $0G project (Special Operations
Group —- & name so obvious that the CIA changed it
to Studies and Observation Group). SOG drops "long
- range" teams into North Vietnam (OP-3L), as well as
Laos. Most of these have been remarkable for their
lack of success, OP-35 — "Shining Brass," ...was
more successful. Most of the group's operations are
short range jaunts into Laos and Horth Vietnam...
The teams are led by US personnel, usually Special
Forces types...In addition to the "hunter-killer"
type mission, the teams also tap telephone lines.
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One method is to steal an insulator, bring it back
and rebuild it with & voice activating bug. They-
also plant seismic graphic listening devices along
trails that record traffic. In Laos the teams are
often sent to call in air strikes on villages and
trails. Other times in Laos they approached team
member's old village for the purpose of bribing
the villagers to set up future in-country bases
"for longer range operations...

2. New York Times, 15 August 1969, "4 Berets Linked to a Secret
Unit" by James P. Sterba. :

-
. Saigon, South Vietnam, Aug li — Reliable sources
said today that at least four of the eight Special
Forces soldiers facing possible murder charges in
the fatal shooting of a Vietnamese national worked
in highly secret intelligence and guerrilla opera-
tions with special ties to the Central Intelligence
Agency. :
“ Informants here and in NhaTrang, the headquarters
of the Fifth Speciel Forces Group, said that several
of those detained by the Army in the case were members
of the "B-57 detachment".of an organization known as
the Special Operations Group, or S. 0. G.

The organization, the informants said, conducts
clandestine operations, ranging from intelligence
gathering to kidnapping, on special assigmments from
the United States military command in Vietnam and the
Central Intelligence Agency... :

...Although the specific details of the operations of
these detachments were not available, the informants
said they performed missions on assigmment for high-
ranking members of the United States intelligence
establishment in South Vietnam. The missions included
intelligence-gathering, saboteage, kidnapping'and, not
too infrequently, the elimination of certain persons
in South Vietnam and the bordering countries of Laos,
Cambodia and North Vietnam...
...The organization known as S.0.G. is said to work
only- on delicate assignments ordered directly by high
officials. In general it works at a higher level than
the intelligence-gathering units’of Army divisions...
= ...The Special Forces make use of aircraft supplied
by the 1lith Special Operations Wing of the Air Force,
based in NhaTrang. Tucked in back of the airfield
proper, there is a section used exclusively by the
Special Forces. There one can see huge transport
planes with black and green camouflage paint and
slip-in and slip-out insignia...
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_ 3.
by John

.ours. We did it. We vanted to undermine their
morale by convincing them that Tet was a failure...

Baltimore Sun, 24 August 1969, "Some Things the Spooks Do"
S. Carroll. ' ,

“Remember the stories about Red Flag?" my friend,
a Green Beret officer, asked one efternoon last year
as we shared a table on the veranda of the Continental
Palace Hotel... . :
...I remembered Red Flag. A few months earlier the
Saigon newspapers had gleefully told of broadcasts
monitored from a clandestine Viet Cong radio station
vhich called itself by that name. Agparently the
broadcasts were aimed at Viet Cong units in the field,
for they enumerated the mistakes made in the recent
Tet offensive and called on the insurgent forces to
pull themselves together.

"Yes," I replied, "I remember. The V.C. radio
station." S .

The officer grinned. 'Wrong. The station was

From time to time in Vietnam one gets a glimpse -
into the murky netherworld inhabited by the Special "
Forces, the CIA, Army Intelligence, the Navy Seals,
informers, agents, double agents, and other assorted
dark figures. ‘Often one's brief insights come from
people like the Green Beret officer, who should have
kept quiet but didn't. ' A

At present the whole world is getting a look at
the activities of the Special Forces thanks to the
strange case in which seven officers and a senior
noncom have bLeen jailed...

...There is to my knowledge, neither a SPECTRE nor
a SMERSH in Vietnam, but there really is a SOG.

SOG -- the Studies and Observations group —
is about as spooky anm outfit as there is. Whether
some of the eight detainees were assigned to SOG is
an unansvered question. The New York Times, in a
recent dispatch from Saigon, says yes; Pentagon

' sources say no, adding that SOG is not a Green

Beret outfit at all. At any rate, some Special
Forces men, including my friend at the Continental
Palace, find themselves assigned to S0G, sans
beret... '

...S0G is, or at least was, involved in snatching
fishermen. When I was in Vietnam, Hanoi Radio used
to complain almost daily about piracy and missing
North Vietnamese civilians.

What is behind .the bitter broadcasts is SO0G's
practice of using fast boats to ‘swoop down on hapless
North Vietnamese fishing vessels and kidnap the crewvs.
On occasion, victims have even been plucked from the

shore.
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The captives are vwhisked south for interrogation
about conditions in North Vietnam, troop and gun
positions, and such matters. Then, like fish, some
are kept and some are let go.
~ SOG was also responsible for sending patrols 1nto
North Vietnam. Seldam, if ever, did the Americans
themselves go on the missions, although Americans
vent into North Vietnam in helicopters to "inmsert"
and "extract" the patrols. The patrols themselves
consisted of Vietnamese, Montagnard tribesmen, and
Nungs, who are of Chinese descent. .

Some of the patrols were gone acslong as a year.
These were resupplied by parachute drops from specially
outfitted transport planes or,if a patrol found itself
in 8 well defended area, bundles were parachuted from
jet fighter-bombers. How the patrols are supplied since
the bombing halt I don't know, but I do know that the
SOG people were concerned about this problem last fall.

The patrols had a number of functions. One of the
main ones was directing the bombers to traffic on the

“ Ho Chi Minh Trail. They also helped the pilots in
dropping other things, such as tramsistor radios which
tune only to South Vietnamese propaganda broadcasts, 4
and devices that look like rocks but explode when trod
upon.

What else is SOG up to?...

...Ansvers about the spook trade come slowly and in
pieces. Perhaps by virtue of the murder case before
us we will be able to pick up a few more fragments
for our collection.

4. Newsweek, August 25, 1969, "The Case of the Green Berets.

...The fact...is that while almost all Green Berets
are potential intelligence agents, only a relatively
few are involved in purely covert operations. Those
vho are so employed belong to SOG -- the so-called
Studies and Observation Group whose assignments re-
portedly include missions into Léos, Cambodia and
North Vietnam, as well as the assassination of enemy
commanders. One SOG unit, known as the B-S5T7 detachment,
was based at Nba Trang, and of the eight Green Berets
allegedly involved in the Chuven murder, six worked

- in B-5T7... :

5. New York Times, 1 October 1969, "Behind the Intelligence
Curtain" by Joseph B. Treaster.

...In the sketchy reports on the recent Green Beret
case, there have been repeated references to two
secret intelligence-gathering units, Detachment B-57
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and the Studies and Observation.Group, or S.0.G...
...Some dispatches from Saigon identified B-5T7 as a.
part of the Studies and Observation Group, an element
of the American command, subsequent investigation
indicates that they are separate units. Both seek
tactical intelligence, but S.0.G. also engages in
sabotage and places emphasis on operations outside
South Vietnam. :

The Studies and Observation Group, which seems
to have no less sensitive mission than B-57, operates
without cover from offices in centr& Saigon in the
compound from which Gen. William C. Westmoreland

. once ran the war. - It is listed as a staff section
of the American command and draws personnel and
neccessities.from all branches of the armed forces.

There are thought to be as many as 2,000 Americans
and many more Vietnamese in §.0.G. Informed sources
say that the Americans seldom if ever go into North

.¥ietnam on missions except for brief helicopter trips
to emplace or recover teams.

The group's commander, an Army colonel, has an
Air Force colonel as his deputy, and there is 2
"eivilian special assistant” who presumably serves
as liaison with the C.I.A. .

Because of their extensive training in guerrilla
warfare, Special Forces soldiers are assigned to both
B-5T and S.0.G... = .

...Vital as they are, B-57 and S.0.G. are like the
exposed peak of an iceberg. Much more work, lecs
spectacular but no less necessary, goes on unanoted.

"p lot of it is just day-to-day plugging."” said
a former province senior adviser. “The little things
they put together don't make headlines and by them-
selves they're not very important. But eventually
you get a picture...”

6. The New Republic, 4 October 1969, "Revolt in the Pentagon?”
by Zalin B. Grant. . v

...The Special Forces, with its close CIA ties, may
be viewed by the Pentagon's generals as the paleo-
1ithic...stage of this evolving politico-military
force. )

The 5th Special Forces arrived in Vietnam on special
CIA assignment in 1961, and for four years worked in
close coordination with the Agency. The CIA provided
its protégé with excellent supplies and much money, &
fact that rankled more conservative elements of the
US Army. During the buildup in 196L and 1965, however,
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“+OP-SECRET

the Green Berets were diluted by new soldiers, less
experienced and less enthusiastic than the original
contingent had been; predictably, the gilt began to
vear off the Green Beret image. Then the Sth Special
Forces was reassigned to the.same command and supply
channels as other American units in Vietnam. It no
longer operated as.a free-swinging arm of the CIA.
With a big exception: the Studies ‘and Observation
Group soon appeared on Saigon military organization

' charts as a new and independent unit. Commanded by

an Army colonel, SOG in reelity was.a special opera-

tions group that continued to work under CIA direction. b///

(The CIA operates under the unllkely nom de guerre of
Combined Area Studies, or simply CAS -~ rhymes with
mass.) The SOG agents mainly were Green Berets based
on Okipnawa and sent to Vietnam on temporary duty under
civilian cover. The job was to mount intelligence
operatlons, train saboteurs for imsertion into North
Vietnam and run border-crossing operations in Laos

and Cambodia. One example of a CAS-S0G operation was

.~the formation of counterfeit VC guerrilla units. SO0G

recruited and reindoctrinated Communist defectors who:
had joined the South Vietnam government side. The
ex-enemy soldiers were outfitted with VC and NVA gear
and sent into contested areas to pose as political
cadre, where they frequently kidnapped or killed
village leaders. The Vietcong, of course, took the
blame with the local peasants. During Saigon street
fighting last year, one such counterfeit unit infil-
trated among tired enemy soldiers and convinced them
to surrender. A

SOG's most noticeable activities were its border-
crossing operations. To monitor and harass the Ho Chi
Miph Trail, SOG established its own highly restricted
compounds within Sth Special Forces camps pear the
borders of Laos and Cambodia. Small patrols of American
SOG agents and Chinese Nung mercenaries were landed
in Laos by ummarked Vietnamese helicopters whose pilots
— the only Vietnamese involved -- reportedly were
bandpicked by then Premier Nguyen Cao Ky. SOG suffered
heavy casualties. North Vietnamese observation posts
_often spotted the Americans as they infiltrated Laos...

Newsweek, 23 March 1970, "Laos: Plain (and Fancy) Talk." -

Most, if not all, ... incursions into’'Laos are
run by the US Studies and Observation Group (S0G),
vhich has its headquarters in a heavily guarded and
rarely visited building in downtown Saigon. And there
the secrecy is impressive. Reporters are strictly
non grata, and Newsweek correspondents vere sternly
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wvarned last week that detailed reporting on U.S. opera-
tions across the border into Laos would be in contra-
vention of "Ground Rule 5." This military regulation
forbids the press to report on specific "intelligence
activities, methods of operation or specific locations."
'A possible penalty for violating Ground Rule 5 is the
revocation of press credentials in South Vietnam.

8. Message (U), USINFO, Washington, DTG 2818517 Oct 70. This
message reported that Tammy Arbuckle had written the following in the
October 28 issue of the Washington Star: '

Vientiane — U.S. advisers have been on the ground
working in combat situations in Laos since 1964, Lao
military sources say.

Lao military sources, commenting on stories Monday
that U.S. troops have been leading ground strikes in
the Ho Chi Minh Trail area in South Laos said "Yes,
sometimes there are Americans and South Vietnamese in

.« attacks there. The North Vietnamese have taken over
that part of Laos. We have mo control over it nowv.
Souvanna Phouma has said the trails are part of the

. Vietnamese War.

The sources admitted they knew of occasions when
U.S. advisers were present during fighting in other
parts of Laos. '

U.S. ground advisers in Laos break down into
three categories.

One group is composed of advisers belonging to
the Studies and Observation Group of the Special
Forces. These men, apart from certain special
operations, operate against the Ho Chi Minh Trail in
the Laos Panhandle. Their missions include leading
troops of various Asian nationalities in what the Lao
military call "2 Commando Destruction" operations
against parts of the trail...
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APPENDIX I

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION

GENERAL

(U) The Personnel and Administrative Division (MACS0G-10) performs.
the functions of G-1 and Adjutant General Staff organizations; there-
fore, it acts in the capacity of both a coordirating and special staff
agency. ‘ , , ‘

sz The division continued to supervise and exercise control of
the personnel and administrative functions of MACSOG and to advise and
assist the administrative sections of the Strategic Technical Director-

ate.

ORGANIZATION

(U) In June, 1970, the Personnel and Administrative Division
changed the internal organization to conform with actual functions
performed by realigning missions and changing the names of the two
internal branches. The Personnel Services Branch became the Per-
sonnel and Administrative Branch. The Administrative Services Branch
became Classified Control, Publications Supply and Records Branch.

Personnel and Administrative Branch

(U) The Personnel and Administrative Branch is under the direction
of an Army Captain and: s

1. Recommends, prepares and disseminates MACSOG personnel
and administrative policies and procedures from guidance received
from the Director. ‘ ' :

2. In-processes and allocates personnel resources in ac-
cordance with operational priorities and policies.

3. Recommends personnel policies pertaining to local national -
civilian labor forces, maintains local national civilian table of dis-
tribution and case files of local national employees.
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UNCLASSIFIED

4. Processes all personnel actions to include: awards and
decorations, extensions, rest and recuperation leaves, verification
and initiation.of security clearances, Off/EM efficiency/fitness/
effectiveness reports, and feeder casualty reports.

5. Processés requests for -TDY, emergency and ordinary
leave for military personnel assigned to MACSOG.

6. Publishes MACSOG administrative publications. Provides
reproduction service support to MACSOG activities.

7. Processes and authenticates outgoing correspondence, to
include congressional correspondence and special <ctions.

. 8. Maintains a reference library of military publications.
9. Provides technical supervision on unit mail postal

matters to the support section. '

Classified Control, Publications Supply and Records Branch

(U) This branch is also under the direction of an Army Captain
and:

1. Provides administrative procedural guidance in functional
areas to the staff and specifically to the administrative personnel
assigned to each staff activity.

2. Distributes MACSOG administrative publications.
3. ' Processes incoming correspondence.

4. Receives, processes and distributes electrically trans-
mitted messages. Processes outgoing messages from headquarters staff
activities for transmission. ‘

5. Operates the headquarters distribution center to receive,
process and control all incoming and outgoing correspondence.

6. Formulates procedures to handle and control classified
documents, and serves as the MACSOG classified control office.

7. Provides forms control for the headquarters and provides
reproduction service for forms.

8. Consolidates requisitions for publications and forms
required by staff activities.

B-1-2
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9. Provides records management support and inspects all
MACSOG activities on the MACV.Records Management Program.

10. Maintains the Headquarters files plan.
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Cef The f0110w1ng projects and programs were accomplished during
1970: . -

1. The MACSOG Joint Table of Distribution was completely
revised to conform with organizational changes as required by mission
and role revisions. The revision was completed and forwarded to HQ
MACV on 31 August 1970. The JTD as approved by HQ MACV was
received 6 December 1970. The authorized strength remained the same,
382 military personnel and one c1v111an

2+ The Director's office and Personnel and Administrative
Branch was relocated from room 401 to room 201, Building 3, MACV 1
Compound during the month of August, 1970.

3. The MACSOG Personnel Sponsorship Program was formally
established with the publication of MACSOG Directive 600-5 (Person-
nel Sponsorship Program) on 25 August 1970. The program has proven
to be very effective and rewarding for newly assigned personnel.

-.4. The MACSOG Records Management Program was officially
initiated 13 September 1970 with the publication of MACSOG Directive
340-4 (Records Management).

5. The MACSOG Suggestion Awards Program was established
28 September 1970. Seven suggestions were received and evaluated
by the Incentive Awards Committee.

6. The MACSOG Accident Prevention Program was established
under the control of Director, Personnel and Administrative Division.
MACSOG Directive .385-1 (Accident Prevention Program) was completed
on 24 December 1970 and submitted for staffing.

7. The Studies and Observations Group's Organization and
Functions Manual was revised and sent to HQ MACV for publication
on 24 Deceiber 1970. The effective date 1s 1 January 1971 and the
manual is classified secret.

. 8. Continuity files and desk SOPs were rev1sed/updated
or estab11shed to conform with mission changes.
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9.
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79 out of a total 105 directives were revised or published

during the year. Of the 79 directives revised or published, 16 were
new directives. '

WORKLOAD STATISTICS

V(U) The following statistics are indicative of the 1970 workload:

subjects.

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

671 U.S. awards and 98 foreign awards were processed.
750 letter ordéé? were published. o

5,070 personnel actions were processed on many varied
1,569 civilian personnel case files were processed.

651,798 unclassified pieces of correspondence ware processed

through Classified Control, Publications Supply and Records Branch.

6.

An average of 12,120 control]ed secret and top secret

documents were on hand.

mission.

7.

10.
11.
12.

150,885 impressions were reproduced in support of SO0G's

20 of a total of 79.fonms were revised.
19 new forms weé%’pub]ished.- - -
9 of a total of 40 po]icies-ﬁere revised.
14 new po]1c1es were pub]lshed '

32 Staff Digests and 8 MACSOG Bul]et1ns were pub11shed
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APPENDIX II
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

GENERAL

(57 The goals set forth by the Intelligence Division (MACSOG-20)
for 1970 included continued improvement in both quality and quantity
of intelligence produced from MACSOG operations #n terms of timeliness,
substantive content, and ut111ty Increased participation by Vietnamese
counterparts in the division's act1v1t1es was established as a major
goal for the year.

#:4] Through initiation of new concepts, refinement of existing
techniques, exploitation of all available intelligence, and direct
personal contacts, MACS0G-20 continued to improve its position with
respect to established goals. Further development of the Targeting
Workshop concept achieved a coordinated intelligence collection and
dissemination program responsive to the needs of all command components
concerned. Continued refinements in photo-intelligence and collection
techniques have insured thorough mission planning support for field
elements and have improved quality and content of mission results.

The Intelligence Division has continued the use of intelligence data
handling systems and explored methods of adapting new technology to
increase support of the intelligence mission. Daily contacts and
. organized training programs have provided Vietnamese counterparts

with knowledge and experience in intelligence procedures and techniques.

(87 The Intelligence Division continued in its mission to collect,
collate and disseminate intelligence information to MACSOG staff agencies
in support of MACSOG operational elements, and to receive, collate and
disseminate intelligence information derived from those operat1ons to
the intelligence community.

. ORGANIZATION

78 During the first ten months of the year, the Intelligence
Division operated under the JTD dated February 1970, with an authorized
strength of 57, and-an actual strength of 54.- The last two months of
1970 were manned under the JTD approved in November 1970 by MACV, with -
an authorized strength of 55, but an actual strength of 50.

(#3T At the close of 1970, the division was organized into four
“branches.
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.1. Operations Branch. The Operations Branch managed all
~aspects of operational intelligence and was composed of five sections.

a. The Laos Studies Section_managed intelligence relative
to MACSOG operations in Laos.and the DMZ.

b. The Cambodian Studies Section managed intelligence
relative to MACSOG operations in Cambodia.

c. The North Vietnam Studies Section maintained avail-
able intelligence information on North Vietnam for contingency planning.

_ d. Intelligence Data Handling SysteﬁP(IDHS) Section
provided automated intelligence data to support MACSOG operational
elements. . :

e. The Exploitation Section was responsible for intel-
ligence exploitation of SOG POW's, other detainees, captured enemy
documents, and material, and for headquarters staff supervision of
RODCA and all matters related to MACSOG Agent Programs.

2. ‘Photo Analysis Branch. The Photo Analysis Branch provided
photographic intelligence and photographic laboratory assistance to
MACSOG staff agencies in support of MACSOG operational elements.
Assigned tasks were accomplished by five sections within the branch.

a. The Imagery Interpretation Section provided photo
intelligence reports and materials on all MACSOG targets as well as
special studies.

b. The Photographic Lab Section provided a variety of
photo processing and photographic- activities in support of all MACSOG
staff and operational elements. '

- c¢. The Photo Analysis Support Section provided photo
reconnaissance requirement support, film and map library facilities,
and photo intelligence research in support of the Intelligence
Division. '

~d. The Aerial Surveillance Section provided low-level
hand-held aerial photographic reconnaissance activities within the
SALEM HOUSE area of operations (SH AQ).

“e. The Support Section (Team) wds responsible for
branch admimistration. '

3. Security Branch. The Security Branch advised the
‘Director, Intelligence Division on all matters of internal physical
security and prepared necessary security directives.
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4. Administrative Branch. This branch provided administrative
support to the Intelligence Division. ‘ :

MAJOR PROGRAMS

SALEM HOUSE

CFSTfThe Cambodian Study Group, with representatives from all
military intelligence collection agencies in Vigtnam, State and MACV J2
continued to meet monthly and discuss over-all Cambodian collection
requirements. In addition, a pilot group consisting of CAS, State, -
MACV J2 (EIIB, CIED, and SRA), and SOG, met prior to the regula
monthly meetings .to discuss all-source intelligence on Cambodia and
to prepare the agenda for the regular meeting.

(¥87 Special briefings were given throughout the year in support
. of various units and operations. .

~ 1. In January, CG, IFFV was briefed concerning the northern
movement of enemy line units through the wasteland into Base Area (BA
702. The purpose of the briefing was to inform CG, IFFV that the enemy .
units involved in attacks against Bu Prang and Duc Lap in November and
December of 1969 were moving north and would possibly become involved
in attacks against allied installations jn the central portion of MR II.

. ~ 2. In April, a briefing was given to CG, 7th Air Force
concerning lucrative targets located in Zone Alpha for the PATIO ()
program. This program involved 7th AF strikes on sanctuaries -and base
areas in Cambodia in support of the May cross-border operations into
Cambodia. The first PATIO. target was struck on 24 April resulting’
in 100 enemy KIA. . -

. 3. During April, a series of briefings was given in support
of the impending conventional force cross-border operations into
Cambodia. COMUSMACV was briefed by Chief,.SOG concerning the impor-
tance to the enemy of Base Areas in zones Alpha and Charlie, and what
- MACSOG felt should be the priority of attacks against these Base Areas.
CG, IFFV and CG 4th Infantry Division were briefed specifically on
Base Areas 701 and 702. Representatives from G-2, IIFFV were briefed
specifically on Base Areas 350, 351 and 352, Allied units entered
all of these Base Areas, utilizing intelligence provided by the SH -
desk. -

(¥87 SH collection capabilities changed extensively during the
_year as a result of the conventional force cross-border operations
and requests originated by MACSOG.

B-II-3

e =i



1. After 30 June, when the conventional force cross-border
operations ceased and all US personnel were ordered out of Cambodia,
MACSOG was no-longer authorized to employ US led teams in Cambodia
(CJCS msg 1049/272237Z May 70). At the same time, however, all-.
indigenous teams were authorized and MACSOG operational limits were
extended from a uniform depth of 30km to 50km in Zone Alpha; from 20km
to 30km in Zone Charlie; and. from 20km to 30km in Zone Bravo from the
boundary with Zone Charlie to the Mekong River. From the Mekong River
to the Gulf of Thailand, the Zone Bravo depth remained 20km from the
RVN border.

2. Prior to 30 June, MACSOG received author1ty to operate
in the Air Interdiction Zone which encompassed the area bounded on the
north by the Laotion border, on the west by a line 200 meters west of
and parallelling the Mekong Rivér, and on the south by Route 13 running
southeast from Kratie to the point where it intersects the other
established operational limits (CJCS msg 2006/092315Z Jun 70). This
authority was extended to 1 October 1970 (JCS 3821/300012Z Jun 70).
At MACSOG's request, it was extended again to 1 May 1971 (JCS msg
6781/271617Z Nov 70). .

(¥5) From 1 January to the time of the conventional force cross-
border operations in May and June, SH teams continued to collect intel-
ligence on known enemy base areas and infiltration and supply routes.
After the conventional force cross-border operations, SH teams expanded ~
their intelligence collection to determine if the enemy would return
to his old sanctuaries, and reestablish old. infiltration routes and
lines of communication, and to determine which areas would be developed
for future use as the enemy now controls all of northeastern Cambodia.

(¥8) SH Intelligence Reports written and distributed by MACS0G- 20
during 1970 included: _

( ) 1. 41 spot reports on enemy activity, provided to MACV J2
ClIB).

. 2. 477 Intelligence Information Reports (IIR's) on enemy
activity and terain. This compares with 607 IIR's written during

1969.
QIST'Target selection and development during 1970 included:

1. A total of 840 targets, as compared to 901 targeté during
1969. :

2. Four wire tap operations, conducted under the CIRCUS ACT
program (MACV Directive 381-45, Exploitation of Enemy Landline Communi-
cations Systems (86). Two of these operations were successful. '
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- (¥8T A total of 544 missions were conducted during the year, as
compared with 443 in 1969. Significant intelligence was produced and
disseminated as follows:

1. 1,014 trails were reported.

2. 176 active and inactive bivouac areas and way stations
were reported.. o

3. 23 sightings of communication wire were‘reportéq.
4. Six PW's were captured. | -

5. 9,171 enemy were sighted.

6. 791 véhicles ahd cycles were observed.

7. 12 storage sites and caches were discbvered.

8. Four training areas were discovered.

9. .Three'truck parks were located..

10. Aerial and ground photography was taken of roads; trails,
bridges, storage and bivouac areas, enemy fortifications and Cambodian.
terrain.

PRAIRIE FIRE

(Isf/buring 1970, the Laotian monthly targeting workshops were
expanded to include participation by representatives from the Field
Forces, HQ 7th Air Force and Vietnamese counterparts of MACSOG
personnel. This direct participation has provided a better understanding
of MACSOG capabilities and resulted in more realistic target requests.

(187/§evera1 events produced significant intelligence concerning
the PFAO. '

1. In late March, a POW who had been assigned to the 40th
NVA Artillery Regiment provided intelligence about his unit, which is
subordinate to the B-3 Front. The presence of his unit in the area
jndicated that two headquarters elements, the B-3 Front and the 559th
Transportation Group, shared responsibility for activities in Base
Area 609. A document also captured in March north of Base Area 609
revealed additional Order of Battle (0OB) on the 40th NVA Artillery
Regiment and the Headquarters, B-3 Front. This document also helped .
to further delineate the AD of the 559th Transportation Group.

B-II-5

i L




2. In September, an operation on Route 966 on the western edge
of the PFAO yielded 34 documents. Some 400 pages of these were
evaluated by the MACV Combined Document Exploitation Center as Category
A, containing significant intelligence. They were described by MACV J2
as "appearing to be the most significant collateral intelligence on
the 599th Transportation Group since the beginning of the war."

3. A POW captured in October provided further information on.
the 559th Transportation Group, which has the highest intelligence
collection priority in Laos. He was a former member of the D2 Engineer
Battalion, Binh Tram (Military Station) 34, 559th Transportation Group,
and provided information on the unit's 0B, its training and tactics,
and on the effects of allied interdiction efforfs.

4. In Movember, another operation in Base Area 609 found and
destroyed an estimated 40 tons of rice. The cache was in an area which
has been extensively used. by enemy units during the periodic attacks
against 5th SFGA units at Dak Seang and Ben Het, and it is believed
that the rice had been stored for use by units in similar future attacks.

(¥5Y During 1970, fewer IIR's on enemy activity and terain in the
PFAO were prepared by the PF section due to revised criteria for the
submission of terrain IIR's. Whereas such reports were previously
written on each mission, they are now prepared only when held infor-
mation is more than six months old, or when there is a discrepancy
between current maps and the actual terrain.

(¥sT PF Intelligence Reports written and distributed during 1970
included: ‘

( ) 1. 10 spot reports on enemy activity, provided to MACV J2
CIIB).

2. 558 IIR's on enemy activity and terrain.
(¥8Y Target selection and development included:
1. A total of 645 targets as.compared to 864 targets in 1969.

2. Ten wiretap operations were conducted under the CIRCUS ACT
program; seven were successful.

(#8Y A total of 436 missions were condué;ed during the year, as
compared to 458 in 1969. :

1. 540 trails were reported.

2. 39 active and inactive bivouac areas and way stations
were reported.
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1,789 vehicles were observed

Seven enemy cache sites were discovered. \

B, ) H w

Two PW's were captured.

6. Aerial and ground photography was taken of roads, trails,
bridges, storage and b1vouac areas, enemy fortifications and Laotian
terrain.

PARBOIL (2]

-

(ISTIAS a result of the 1 November 1968 standdown on operations in " B
North Vietnam, PARBOIL Lefg(prev1ously PLOWMAN (€]) operations have = o
ceased. Since that time, MACSOG has been required by JCS to maintain

" the capability to conduct operations against NVN. In light of this
requirement, the establishment and maintenance of contingency target
packages was the primary concern of the NVN Studies Section. Order
of Battle information was maintained so that targeting could be accom-
plished by analysis of the threat.

TIMBERWORK (&)

: LTST'with the cessation of operations against Morth Vietnam, all
TIMBERWORK (g assets were shifted for use in Laos and Cambodia: Intel-
-Tigence support was provided by respective intelligence sections in
coordination with the Exploitation Sectior.. In audition to spot reports
of significant information to MACV J-2, all relevant data was reduced
to an IIR for widest dissemination within the intelligence community.

(¥57 Contingency planning for possible NVN operations continued
to be supported by NVN desk personnel.

INTELLIGENCE DATA. HANDLING SYSTEM

Computer Qutput

$:1} During the first seven months of CY 70, the IDHS program was
monitored and administered by the North Vietnam Study Section. In _
August, the IDHS Section was created and expanded to three NCO's, in-
cluding the Air Intelligence Analyst. All inputs into the system were

accomplished by this section. An average of 300 creation sheets were
submitted weekly to update the MACSOG file. ‘
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/ (¥5) Computer products consist of three basic printouts:

. 1. VC/NVA Use of Laos Vol I: This volume is a CONFIDEMTIAL
monthly listing of items of intelligence reported exclusively by MACSOG
assets. Distribution of Vol I was made to non-SOG units.

2. VC/NVA Use of Laos Vol II: This volume is a CONFIDENTIAL
monthly listing of items of jntelligence derived from both SOG and. '
non-S0G assets. It was distributed to MACSOG operational units.

: 3. VC/NVA Use of Cambodia: This printout is a. CONFIDENTIAL

. monthly listing of SOG and non-S0G derived intelligence and is the most
comprehensive intelligence file for the eastern portion of Cambodia.
Distribution of the printout was jncreased to 33 copies and was supplied o
to all SOG.-operational units, J-2 and other units requiring knowledge - i
of this area. :

(8) Monthly printouts give a six-month history of the complete
PF and SH AOs and are arranged in UTM coordinate sequence. The print-
outs are classified CONFIDENTIAL because no SOG operational data is
sncluded and the source of information is indicated by number only.
The source code key list is classified TOP SECRET/LIMDIS and dissem-
inated on a strict need to know basis. :

(38T The MACSOG computer listing was of great assistance to the
Field Force Commanders in their planning for the Spring cross-border
operations into Cambodia. During and immediately after these operations,
the IDHS Section (then the NVN Section) encoded and put into SOG's -
program such items of jntelligence value as cache sites, troop contacts,
AAA firings, etc. This was done for correlation of SOG reported
jntelligence with the materiel and troops actually encountered. A
special compilation of all intelligence derived from the Cambodian
operations was produced in a CONFIDENTIAL printout and disseminated
to units receiving the monthly printout. This compilation provided a
graphic display of the material utilizing the Gerber Plotter with
different color overlays showing RT reports, FAC reports, VR reports _
and conventional troop findings. It aided immeasurably in the analysis
of S0G's effectiveness. : :

(Is¥ Special data handling included:

1. Target Mission Packages. A TOP -SECRET/LIMDIS printout ' -
and CONFIDENTIAL machine plotted overlays<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>