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SCPA RELEASE 90~-1-17

JUST CAUSE CIVILIAN DEATHS

QUARRY HEIGHTS, PANAMA --Jamuary 9--The U.S. Southern Command
currently estimates the total mmbar of civilian daaths directly
ralatad to Just Causa operations at 220. In their continuing
attempts to refine the accuracy of that figurse, the U.S. military in
panama is ‘working in concert with rapresantatives of all hospitals,
several agencies across the spectrum of the Panapanian government,
and varioﬁs relief and humanitarian organizations.

Panama’s Institute of Lagal Medicine, the official reporting
authority for all violent and suspicicus deaths, has reported today
203 ci%iiians xillaed batwean 20 December 1989 and 3 January 1990 as
a direct result of Just Cause. - Included in these nﬁmbara are
presumably Panama’s Defense Forces and pDignity Battalions members
not in uniform and otharwise ﬁnidcntiziable, as wall as bonafide
civilians.

The Instituta has been unable toc make any determination as to
whather the deaths were caused by U.S. military, PDF, Dignity
Battalion, looters, other civilians, etc.
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SCPA RELEASE 90-1-19

CIVILIAN DEATH UPDATE

QUARRY HEIGHTS, PANAMA--January 11, 1990--The U.S. Southern
Command, in conjunction with Panana's.Institute of Legal
Medicine (equivalent to a Coroner’s Office), the official
reporting authority for all violent and suspicious deaths in
Panama, ﬂbw counts the total number of civilian deaths resulting
from Operation Just Cause as 202. This number has been reduced
from 220 civilian deaths reported Tuesday after it was later
determined by the Institute that 18 of those reported ware in
fact armed combatants. b‘ |

This revised number of dead was briefed here by the
Southern Command staff and the Director of Panama’s Ingtitute of
Laegal Medicine to humanitarian and relief organizations
Hodnoaday.afternoon. Organizations which had representatives
attending that meeting included Arerica’s Watch, the Center for
Investigation of Human Rights and Legal Assistance, the
Panamanian Committee for Human Rightas, CARITAS (a Catholic aid

organization), and the Washington Office on Latin Amarica.
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Not all of the 202 have been positively identified at this
time. These unknown could conceivably include more membars of
the Panama Defense Forces and Dignity Battalions not in
uniforn. The Institute will continue to try to establish the
status of those still unidentified.

Thase deaths were caused by many sources and could include
the U.S. military actions associated with Just Cause, PDF,

Dignity Battalion, looters, other civilians, etc.




DoD News Briefing
Tuesday, January 9, 1990 - noon
Mr. Bob Hall, DASD/Public Affairs

Good afterncon. We will have a bluetop today for your edification about
the all-time record contributions made by Department of Defense contributors to
the 1989-1990 Combined Federal Campaign, Military and civilians within the
Department of Defense contributed $8,287,093 to the recent Combined Federal
Campaign. I have two other announcements.

The first is, we've had several queries as to when we plan to report on
progress of the Defense Management Review, I'm happy to announce that
Secretary Cheney will kick-off a press conference next Thursday at 11:00 here
in the briefing room. He'll be followed by Deputy Secretary Donald Atwood and
the Under Secretary for Acquisition, John Betti. This will be a six-month progress
report on the Defense Management Review. Which, of course, you'll remember
President Bush in his February 1989 address to the Joint Session of Congress
charged the Secretary of Defense with under-taking a review of defense mangement

practices.

In response, Secretary Cheney sent the Defense Mangement Report to the
President in July '89. The Report provided a plan to implement fully the
Packard Commission recommendations; improve substantially the performance of
the defense acquisitions system and manage more effectively the Department of
Defense and defense resources. I think the fact that the Secretary, the Deputy
Secretary and the Under Secretary are all coming here to talk to you about this
indicates how seriously they regard this initiative.

By next Thursday you mean two days from now?

Q
A: Two days from now.

ae we

Q: Will we see a copy of it in advance so we can ask intelligent questions?
A: I think not. Although there will be some paper on it; whether we'll

have it actually in advance of the press conference, we'll have to check on.

I cen understand your interest. I also might mention that there'll be both

some paper from us, but I think alsoc from the Services and they will have people

talking about it as well.

The third announcement is another response really to your questions about
clvilian casualties in Panama. The U.S. Southern Command currently estimates
the total number of civilian deaths directly related to the Just Cause Operation,
to be 220. In their continuing attempts to refine the accuracy of that figure,
which is an estimate, the U.5. military in Panama is working in concert with
representatives of all hospitals, several agencies across the spectrum of the
Panamanian Government and various relief and humantarian organizatioms.
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Panama's Institute for Legal Medicine, the official reporting authority
for all violent and suspicious deaths, has reported today, 203 civilians killed
between 20 December 1989, and 3 January 1990, as a direct result of Just Cause.
Included in these numbers are presumably Panamanian Defense Forces and Dignity
Battalion members who were not in uniform and otherwise unidentifiable. Also,
possibly looters, as well as bonafide civilians. The Institute has been unable
to make any determination as to whether the deaths were caused by U.S. military,
PDF, Dignity Battalions, looters or other civilians. I'm ready to take your
questions.

Q: Bob, does that include the two Americans civilian casualties, or
are these separate?
A: These are Panamanians.

Q: (inaudible)

A: I guess I should hedge that with saying, you know, obviously some of
them have not been identified, but these are the ones that we believe to be
Pznamanians.

Q: Two that we know of?
A: Yes. We know of two Americans, and we think that those are the only
two Americams.

Q: What's the difference between the 220 and the 203? Are any of those
203 included in the 2207

A: They are included in the 220. The Institute for Legal Medicine, which
1s essentially the equivalent of the coroner's office, obviously still has a few
cases to review. We're being conservative. We think that there is going to be
a few more.

Q: So all of the 203 are included in the 2207

A: All are included in the 220. We expect the figure to rise slightly.
Q: Your 220 -- are these deaths?

At These are deaths,

Q: What in terms of wounded?

A: That I don't have for you. Again, SocuthCom is working very closely
with the Panamanian Government and a number of organizations to try to deter-
mine all these kinds of figures, but I don't have anything on injuries.

Q: I think Jessie Jackson was saying the other day it was thousands and
thousands.
A: I believe his figure was deaths. These are what we consider to be

authoritative figures.

Q: Within the constrictions of what you can and cannot talk about on
ship and ship movements and drug policy, what can you tell us about the
KENNEDY and VIRGINIA; Colombia and drug interdiction, big umbrella?

A: I think last Thursday we confirmed for you that the KENNEDY and the
USS VIRGINIA departed Norfolk to conduct routine operations in the Atlantic
Operating Area. Last evening, we confirmed that both ships were in the
Jacksonville Operating Area, conducting routine flight operations with the
ships air wing and we will continue our policy of not discussing future ship
operations or locations.
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Q: ...been cancelled, I heard that reported this morning.

A: The operation that I'm referring to is the KENNEDY and VIRGINIA. They
left Norfolk and are in the Jacksonville Operating Area, conducting coperations.
That's continuing.

Q: That happened several days ago. There is a report out of Colombia that
they are heading back to Norfolk.
At I don't have anything on future ship movements.

Q: But do they plan to continue this type of whatever it is?
A: It's continuing at the moment, but I'm not going to go into the future.

Q: A follow-on. It was a six week deployment. Do you have any indica-
tion that it will be less than a six week deployment?
At I don't have anything for you, no indication,

Q: In relation to Panama, there have been some reports that the U.S.
military is acting as a police force in Panama, and also, they have surrounded

the Peruvian Embassy.
A: What was the first part of your question?

That U.S. military 1s acting as a police force in Panama.
What about the police force?

Q
A
Q: It is acting as a police force in Panama.

A: U.S. servicemen/women continue their operations, their patrols with

Panamanian forces. In that sense, they are acting to preserve the common
stability. My understanding is that there was no military activity last night.

Q: What about the Peruvian Embassy?

A: I checked on that just before I came out here. I don't have very much
for you. As we've stated on several occasions, U.S. troops have been monitoring
the activities of several embassies in Panama City, early on in the crisis.

Last night, as a precautionary measure, U.5. forces set up some roadblocks near
the Peruvian Ambassador's residence, in order to better monitor traffic activity.
Vehicles exiting the Peruvian Embassy and the Ambassador's residence are being
searched. That's about all I can give you at the poment.

Q: Why the Peruvian Embassy versus other embassies?

A: There have been some reports about people who may or may not be in the
embassy. That's something I'l1l ask you to check with the State Department on;
they've been in touch with the Panamanians and with  the Peruvian Government.

Q: Bob, did you say the Ambassador's residence was being searched?
A: No, vehicles exiting.

Q: Just the vehicles exiting or entering?

A: Exiting.

Q: Bob, could you try to talk about the issue of who is in charge in Panama
in an operation like this? 1Is it SouthCom? 1Is it the Panamanian Government?
Are there any U.S. troops being deployed or directed at the request of the

Panamanian Government,..

A: The Panamanian Government exists...
MORE
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Q: Who is running the show, I guess is what I want to know?

A: U.S. forces are conducting their operations and we are cooperating with
Panamanian authorities. In terms of each specific instance, I'd have to address
that separately.

Q: Do you have a list of things that we are doing? How many people we have
doing them? What kind of operations they are doing and who are they reporting to?
A: At this point we have 23,000 troops remaining in Panama. About 4,000

have returned. I'd also note that about 700 additional troops have deployed to
Panama to assist in the nation building exercises or efforts to cooperate and help
assist the Panamanian Government build its institutions.

In terms of their activities, they are continuing patrols or securing key
sites, they are protecting U.S. lives and installations, generally keeping order.

Q: When are you going to have a timetable on withdrawing these troops?

A: The last I heard was that when Secretary Cheney gets back he'll probably
talk to General Powell and they may have something more for you after that con-
versation. But at this point, I don't have any timetable and I wouldn't want
to project one for you.

Q: On the civilian casualty question once more. The estimates or allega-
tions of higher levels of casuvalties are all premised on the destruction in the
Chorillo and other neighborhoods. As yet, there hasn't been any pictures or
description or accounting for any efforts to search that rubble to develop a
count, even if this had been an earthquake we would have seen at least some
evidence of more searching, either to discount or to prove these various widely
divergent estimates. Can you comment as to what SouthCom is doing, plans to
do, to your knowledge?

A: Only in respect that I think that they have undertaken a very serious
effort to work with the Panamanian Government and with a number of institutions
in Panama to try to come up with as comprehensive account as possible. This is
not something that they've taken lightly. They have been working very hard on
it. As we said earlier, it has been a difficult task because there was no set
up procedure like we would have for U.S. military personnel in terms of reaching
these numbers.

Q: Going back to the conduct and comportment of our troops on the ground
in Panama -- place roadblocks near embassies, search vehicles coming in and out
-— who makes the decision to search vehicles coming out of the Peruvian Embassy

and the Ambassador's residence. By whose authority is this?
A: That's a good question. I really am going to have to refer to SouthCom

— any operational decision making, checking in certain areas, what kind of
patrols they are doing; what kind of searchs, that something...

Q: 1Is this a decision that General Thurman makes on his own or is it a

decision that is made by people...
A: This is a decision of SouthCom.

Q: And was the Peruvian Ambassador consulted as to whether he would like
to see American forces on the ground in Panama inspecting vehicles coming into

and out of his embassy?
A: That's a question you will have to check with the State Department.

Q: Does anybody weigh the policy virtues of doing this against the extreme
need for cooperation with the Peruvian Government in such miniscule matters as

stopping the flow of drugs into the United States?
MORE



5.
A: I think policy considerations have been weighed?

Q: By General Thurman? Is he situated and trained to make foreign policy
judgments at that level?

A; I think General Thurman has the complete confidence of the Chairman,
the Secretary and the President,

Q: 1If these people that are in the Peruvian Embassy that you are looking
for, come in or go out or whatever, what orders do the U.S. military have?
A: I'm not going to go into specifics on the on-going operation.

Q: Bob...is there a decision point or is there a point coming up in which
security operations will be turned over to Panamanian authorities using all
Panamanian forces, for example. Do you have any idea when that might...

A: I can't give you any kind of specific timeframe. I mean, that's
something that obviously is connected to the redeployment of troops, something
that we are discussing with the Panamanians as part of how fast their institutions
get back on their feet. I can't give you any timeframe on it.

Q: ...situation where the Panamanians are doing all the security work, but
a situation where they are under the patrol or direction of the Panamanian
authority?

At At this point, we are working jointly in a number of areas, and I would
expect to see that increased.

: Does jointly mean our forces are under their control?
¢ That is something I'd have to refer you to SouthCom on.

Q: The Nicaraguans have alleged that there was a second diplomatic pro-
perty raided by U.5. troops. What is the Department's response to this?

A: Are you referring to this one of ‘about two weeks ago? We checked into
that. There was no indication that that ever happened. The only situation
I know about was the Ambassador's residence.

Q: Bob, are these roadblocks around the Peruvian Embassy with the support
of the Panamanian Government? You say they are operating in conjunction with
them? Were they consulted?

A: I'm going to have to ask you to check with State in terms of who has
been talking with the Panamanian Government about the situation. My information
is U.5. Forces, but I'll refer you to State.

Q: What reports does the U.S. have, Southcom got that would suggest that
someone or something is going to get free passage fromt he Peruvian Ambassador's
house. I mean, what are you looking for?

A: That's not really what I was suggesting, but I don't really want to go
into the basis of the information that caused us to set up and start monitoring.
We get into an intelligence area that I just don't want to get into.

Q: This is a pretty extraordinary move. 1 mean vehicles leaving an
Ambassador's house are being searched. What for? (Inaudible) must be making a

case for it?
A: I just don't have anything for you.

Q: Is it true that supporters of Noreiga are in there? Is that why the

United States is trying to keep them from escaping? 1I'm not asking how you got
the information, is that bascially what we're talking about?
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A: 1 think I have to refer you to State for any discussion about people
who might or might not be inside the Embassy because they are in discussion
with the Peruvians.

0: Are U.S. Forces conducting similar Eype of roadblocks around any other

country's Embassy.
A: They have been the ones that have been reported in the past.

Q: Any other ones that have not been reported in the past?

A: Not that I'm aware of, but that's the kind of specific operational
detail that would have to be addressed to SouthCom. I checked into this one
because I saw the wire story.

Q: Do you have either a text or a feed of Mr. Cheney's remarks at White
Sands or Los Alamos today?

A: 1I'll have to check on that. I'm sure we'll get a tape eventually and
produce a text, but how soon we'll have it, I don't know,

Q: This is U.S. military decision to do that. This was not done on the
orders of the State Department?

A: That's the kind of operational’'decision-making that you'll have to
address to SouthCom. I just don't have it.

Q: I mean you're the spokesman for the Defense Department. SouthCom
is just allowed to set these things up willy-nilly without -- you said, I think,
that policy considerations had been made, made at that level? I mean, one
wonders if the United States would cbject to the Peruvian military suddendly
decided to throw-up roadblocks outside the U.,S. Embassy in Lima.

A: The situation is a little different.

Q: Not to the Peruvians. )
A: Again, I refer you to the State Department in terms of our discussions

with the Peruvians.

Q: Is there a Joint U.S. command that integrates the State Department,
the military and other Agencies on decisions like thils. The decision...

A: There consultation on the scene. These decisions are made on the
scene with the SouthCom and the Embassy. So it's hard for me to get up here and

try to fine tune things.

Q: Is there a State Department liaison person who sort of signed off on

this decision?
A: I can't speak to that.

Q: This is something you may want to tell us now, because the State
Department after the U.S. troops went into the Managua Embassy turned around and
said they had nothing to do with it. So get it on the record.

A: I'l1l try to check and see what I could find out for you.

Q: 1Is there any operation to stop the flow of drugs from Colombia to the
United States in which the Navy is involved?

A: Let me make one generic point and that's I would say we would expect
to have an announcement next week on those drug plans -- the drug plans from
the CINCs that the Secretary has approved. Now, if you're going to ask about the
specifics of what we've been doing in the region, I mean, you'll have to accept
the fact that we have always been looking for better ways to improve our

interdiction efforts.
MORE
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Q: Is there any cooperation you are receiving from the Colombian Government
in that respect? Do you expect any?

A: There's been a great deal of cooperation from the Colombian Government
in the past. Just to deal with this speculation about this particular story:
Let me emphasize, we are not proposing doing anything ~- we will not be doing
anything without close consultation and cooperation with any other government
that might be involved. I'm not sure if that answers your question, but it's
meant to.

Q: Specifically with Colombia, have you been dealing in that respect with
Colombia in this particular operation?

A: Which particular operation are you referring to -~ that's my problem,
I'm not sure what you're referring to?

Q: The reports that the United States was going to stop the flow of cocaine
from Colombia into the United States and the KENNEDY and the VIRGINIA were going...
A: Stopping the flow of cocaine into the United States is certainly a
goal of the United States Governemeant.

Q: In international waters, in front of Colombia?
A: At this point, I can't give you any details about the drug plans. As
I say, we expect an announcement on those the Secretary has approved, next week.

Q: Have other countries in the region, Peru and Bolovia been consulted?

A: That's something you'd have to address to the State Department.

Q: But to follow-on that in terms of the announcement next week that Mr.
Cheney is supposed to be making, are those the types of plans that involve
discussions with foreign governments, or are they more directly related to our
own borders?

A: I guess I don't want to get specific about what we'll be talking about

next week in terms of this annocuncement.

Q: Wasn't the whole idea of using the supercarrier and the VIRGINIA,
using that class of weapon for possible interdiction outside of Colombia a bit
of overkill. I mean, why don't we monitor this with AWACS or HAWKEYE out of
Panama? Why do we have to send a carrier battle group...
A: I'min a difficult position. I don't want to speculate on the plans
until we're prepared to make an announcement., I'll just say a lot of things
are considered and 1f they're considered to be useful, we'll try to do it. But
you know, you have to make that kind of judgment on it. But I can't get into,
saying, well, we're not going to do this, we will do that, or any kind of specifics.

Q: 1If I can take you back for a second, can you go over guidelines that
the Endara Government has worked out with SouthCom or others in the U.S. military
forces in terms of operations within Panama City or the countryside?

A: I don't have any specifics. I can check and see if we can get something

if there are any operational guidelines.

Q: Is there any guidelines or outlines for what are the conditions for the
release of the political detainees that were held. I think last week we got a
number of 5,600 or so, not only PDF members but political figures in Panama who
have been detained. Are the conditions on which they're going to be reintegrated

or not, have charges been brought against any number of these people, what has

happgﬂgd fﬁ gbis whole thing?
address. at 's something I think the Endara Government is going to have to
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Q: We detained them. I mean they were arrested by American soldiers and
they're under our administration. Soldiers are running the camps, not the
Endara Government as I understand it., These are under command of U.S. military
officials?

A: T guess I don't really have the answer. 1I'll see if I can get something
in terms of the guidelines used when we examine people.

How many detained now?
Detained, 4,320; released 3,555.

Q
A

Q: Again, you said that the 220 was an estimate. Is that a body count?
Is that a projection, or is that a firm figure?

A: Two hundred twenty is what we believe. This is an estimate but we think
it's going to be...

Q: You found 215 bodies and you estimate five might be buried somewhere
in the rubble or... You're saying 220 have been killed but you're not sure that
that will be --- there may be more?

A: No, we believe it's going to be about 220. If its more, it isn't going
to be much more.

Q: Would you say the 3,555 of the 4,320...

(multiple talking)
Q: With the invasion of Panama, I think some of our Latin American allies
are concerned that we might be planning wilitary assaults on drug production in

Colombia., 1Is that even under consideration?
A: I just reemphasize it. Nothing that we will do, or contemplating doing,
will be done without consultation and cooperation with the governments involved.

Q: But you don't rule that out? .
A: TI'll just leave it with my statement.

Q: Was there any change of plans in the KENNEDY and the VIRGINIA at all?
A: We don't talk about operational matters of that kind. I can tell you
where they were when we last reported them, but that's all.

Q: Do you have anything on resumption of B-2 test flights?

A: The B-2 successfully completed eight flights, accumulating 30 flight
hours, and is currently in the first of two planned lay-ups at Edwards Air
Force Base. All planned primary test objectives were met to include flights up
to its high altitude design cruise speed, aerial refuelings, air starts of all
four engines, and normal and alternate landing gear extensions. Thus far, the
B-2 has demonstrated excellent flight characteristics in handling, and handling
qualities that meet or exceed simulation-predicted performance.

The first lay-up will last about four months; additional sub~systems will
be added, and previously planned structural changes made. Plus, initial prepara-
ticns will be undertaken to begin low-observable testing. Starting in April,
there will be six to eight flights to test the changes and complete block one
testing, The B-2 will then undergo a second lay-up before low-observable
flight demonstration testing.

: Do you have anything on how that low-observable testing will be done?
: No, I don't. You may want to check with the Air Force.
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Q: Bob, getting back to the question of General Thurman's authority on
the scene. Has Secretary Cheney or the Department in general issued any kind
of guidelines as to when commanders need to check with US diplomatic personnel
on an operational matter? ’

A: T don't know. 1I'll have to check on that, If I can get something on

that, I will.

I'm told the cumulative total of (a side this is the number that are
still there -- still being detained -- is 675 still being detained in Panama).

Q: Another question on Panama. Any estimate now of the strength of the

Endara security force?
A: No, I don't have anything on that.

Q: Is that overall number of 4,320 still...
Q: The 220 killed -- were they killed in any particular

area of Panama, in the city?
A: I don't have any details where the most or...

There will be more information on this--this is an on-going process.

Q: The Panamanian Institute for Legal Medicine -— is it clear that at the
time of the invasion, that they were operating fully and independently of the
U.5. government, or did they have to have U.S5., advisors in helping them out?

What was the situation there?
A: This is essentially the equivalent of a coroner's office, a government

coroner's office.

0: I wonder if it sort of collapsed during the invasion, and whether

U.S8., civil affairs people basically came in and took up the slack.
A: That I don't know.

Press: Thank you.

END



News Briefing by
Lt., Gen. T. W. Kelly, USA
Rear Admiral Ted Scheafer, USN
Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Friday, December 22, 1989 - 1:30 p.m,

Mr. Pete Williams, Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs).
I'd 1ike to give you an up—date on the situation in Panama. We have with us
again today our two experts from the Joint Staff who have been following this
operation since it began -- they were in on it the planning of it, they've been
following it very carefully. General Tom Kelly, who is Director of Operations
of the Joint Staff and Admiral Ted Sheafer, who is the Chairman's intelligence
assistant or J-2.

Let me just begin by saying we've heard yet another set of rumors and
questions about whether General Noriega has been captured. As I've told several
of you individually, they are not true. Obviously, when that word comes out,
we'll certainly let you know.

General Kelly and Admiral Sheafer have a statement to make —- give you an
up-date. We'll take your questions, but we need to be finished by five winutes
to the hour because they have another engagement that they have to attend.
General Kelly.

General Kelly: Operations continue in Panama. The city is our primary
concern right now. As you may recall, our strategy which I briefed you on the
first day, was to take on the PDF units first and to take them down; we've pretty
much done that. We have turned our attention to the city. We are conducting
mopping up operations there, but they are not easy. Greater Panama City is
about a2 million people; Panama City proper is about 500,000 people. It is a
large city. 1It's old. TIt's not built according to a square plan, so there are
a lot of places to hide. It simply 1s a difficult operation.

I've talked to the chain of command down there last night. Their estimate
in completely clearing the city ranges from five to ten days. We took a look
at some history and found out that that is not an unrealistic number. It took
us about ten days some years ago to clear Detroit when we had a functioning
government and police department, which we don't have right now in Panama. The
cops left the streets as you know on Wednesday. The Dignity Battalions are in
the city. They are looting, sniping, they are lawless. There are some others
who are lawless, however, we have been able to make some progress.

We have the 82d Airborne in the city, moving from northeast to southwest.
The 193d Brigade with elements of six MP companies, moving from Southwest to
Northeast. At some point they'll link up. We have taken a number of buildings.
As you know, we have the legislative assembly building from which the Endara
government is operating now. We have taken the Presidential Palace; very
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significantly the Central Bank, that gives us the capability to move funds into
the city and the government to move funds around. The Foreign Ministry, the
Finance Ministry and the Health Ministry. So that's all to the good.

In the city itself at Fort Amador, there was stiff resistance there, as
you know. The 5th Company fought pretty well, but they finally got it cleared
out. They went in and searched a number of buildings there, Building 8 in
particular. As you know, at Fort Amador, I believe it was in Building 8 they
found 50 kilos of cocaine, $83,000. They have uncovered a total of $266,000 so
far, all in cash, in the Comandancia, the engineering compound, and Building 8
at Fort Amador. They have not gotten into a big safe yet at Fort Amador which
they found. When they get into it they'll find considerably more, I'm sure.

The troops that went in there were stunned by what they saw. They saw
opulence unlike any that they had ever seen before, and I can't guarantee you
what that level of opulence is because soldiers aren't used to an awful lot -~
(Laughter) a movie theater, jade, art, jewels; at least one picture of Hitler;
a collection of off color stuff, some antique weapons, and a number of other
things. So they were very surprised and stunned when they got in there. Also
around there somewhere was a witch's house. As you know, Noriega was into
that and had some advisers that I believe came from Brazil who dealt in
witchcrafe.

In the city itself, at Balboa High School, we've set up a refugee collecting
point, and that ranges between 5,000 and 8,000 people at any given time of every
stripe imaginable —— some former PDF members, some POF people coming in to turn
in their weapons. The Modelc prison was emptied almost immediately when the
battle there began and a lot of those people are there. Allegedly some people
from the AIDS ward of that prison are there. And some people are coming in
just to be fed, so it ranges between 5,000 and 8,000, It tends to go up at

meal time.

We do have a program going whereby we will assist people as much as can,
and our J-4 as well as other agencies of the government are working on a
humanitarian relief program. You'll have to check the other agencies and see
specifically what they're doing, but we expect the first airplanes with food,
medicines and other things that are necesary to be going down there within 48
hours. We'll use stocks in country to carry us through to that point.

Ted will talk a little bit more about refugees, but I'm happy to tell you
the folks from the Smithsonian, 11 of them have been rescued.

We've planned some future operations. I'll talk a little bit more about what
they are, but there is an operational briefing being given in Panama I believe
about the same time that we're speaking, and certainly they would be more
authoritative on that than we are. We do plan to move out to the west of
Panama city, and just to set the stage, this is La Escomdida which is where one
of Noriega's major retreats was. This is David, the major metropolitan center
in western Panama. Out here we have Battalion Paz. We don't have plans to go
out here immediately. We have plans to do everything, but we don't intend to
go out there immediately. I think we'll stay closer in. We'll have some
objectives in that area, and I'm obviously not going to say what they are because
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we don't want to help anybody get ready. But I think over the next couple of
days we'll begin to see some progress there., We have additional forces in
Panama. As you know, a brigade of the 7th Infantry Division closed I think
vesterday, and they'll be available to do that kind of work. We are considering
other reinforcements as necessary, and I don't want to get into specifically
what they are.

So the primary endeavor at the moment is to clear Panama City, assist the
government in restoring law and order. A call went out yesterday for the police
to report to work today and they will be paid, and that may be an incentive for
them to come back. We have ministries that are cleared and hope to have ministers
appointed soon and have them operating. When I say we, I mean the Endara
government hopes to do that. We would like to be able to put Panamanian police
and U.S. military police out in pairs, one Panamanian and one U.S. military,
and in that way begin to restore law and order. So we want to restore law and
order, build a police force, take care of emergency food distribution, establish
a night watch, and we're doing that with helicopters that have search lights on
them. There is a curfew, as you know. I believe it's from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00
a.m., yet there are still people out at night trying to loot and do those kinds
of things. Helicopters last night were failrly successful in preventing that
from being done. Protect persons and property, clean up the city, and that's
from a sanitation standpoint. As you saw on the television, the city is quite
dirty. And establish a newspaper. The newspaper would, of course, be a free
newspaper, to print whatever it felt that it wanted to print, but there is no
newspaper functioning there now.

Possibly the biggest thing that's happened since the last time I talked to
vou are the weapons caches that have been uncovered that are little short of
astounding. We've already found about 10,000 weapons in three caches: In the
Comandancia, at Fort Cimarron, and at Rio Hato. In talking to the J-3 in Panama,
he expects that number could double., These are not a bunch of old French muskets
laying in the basement of a building, these are, in many, many cases, new weapons
still packed in cosmoline, fully functional, and ready to go once they're
cleaned. One wonders what the intentions of the fugitive Noriega were in
getting them there. One has pause for concern at what would have happened if
we'd tried this operation six months from now instead of now. It's very
possible that it might have been considerably more dangerous and more difficult.
So I think it was fortuitous. It was indeed lucky that we went when we did.

We of course, went on the orders of the President, but maybe he saw something

that we didn't.

Q: U.S weapons or Soviet weapons?

A: Various types of manufacture, mostly Eastern Bloc. All that needs to
be analyzed and is being analyzed. There is an absolute mass of weapons and
data that has to be sorted through and it's slow and painstaking work, and I'll
ask Ted to say a word about that and I'll ask him to say a word about the
hostages.

Adm. Sheafer: There are already document exploitation folks in country
that are exploiting the wealth of material that we've uncovered. There is an
interagency team of about 25 more people that are going down tonight from
various agencies: DIA, Department of Defense, State Department, Treasury, DEA,
all with their own interests and with the support of the Panamanian government
to exploit the cache of documents.
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We expect, as General Kelly said, when we get into the large safe that's
in Building 8 at Fort Amador, to find a treasure trove of things that even
exceeds what we've found already.

As far as the hostages are concerned, in working closely with SOUTHCOM
who of course has the lead, we've taken about the baker's dozen worth of reports
we had on various hostage incidents and we've essentially resolved three of
those, the most recent one being the Smithsonian activity. We did fly a Cobra
and a Black Hawk last night to try to find the individuals. We were unable to
locate them in the dark. They flew out this morning and picked all 11 up and
they've been returned to Howard.

We still have what we consider to be three pretty credible reports of
hostages which we're working to resolve that have not been resolved yet. There
may be others that we're unaware of.

Gen. Kelley: In the report up from Panama this morning they indicated that
some of the so-called hostage situations were people who were isolated but not
threatened and felt afraid, and they were calling in. But I can tell you,
there's no higher priority we have than getting to the Americans in Panama City
and making sure they're safe and secure. There are 10,000 of them, non~DoD
connected individuals who live in Panama City, so there is a great big bunch.

Adm. Sheafer: If I may add one thing to something General Kelly said about
Building 8 at Fort Amador. SOUTHCOM informed us this morning there are going
to be press tours of Fort Amador. I don't know when they're going to start,
today or tomorrow, but I think you'll find a great deal of evidence that Noriega
was in fact a corrupt, debouched thug. In addition to some of the things
General Kelly's mentioned, we found a witch's diary that goes along with the
evidence we have that periodically up from Brazil would come normally two
female and one male member of the occult who would counsel him on I can't

imagine what.

Q: Maybe how to stay away from the U.S. (Laughter)
A: He didn't succeed, did he?

Q: As someone in intelligence, would you expect Mr. Noriega to try to get

some broadcasts out, try to rally his troops? Or would you expect him at this
point to simply stay under cover...

A: I think very quickly he's not going to have any troops. The Endara
government this morning swore in the first new members of the new PIF.

Q: But from intelligence {(inaudible) do you think he will try to broadcast

them out from hiding in some WAY OT...
A: He has not had any broadcast capability that we're aware of, at least

that we've heard, in the last 24 hours.

Q: General Kelly, you keep telling us the situation is under control
there, but we had reports within the last hour or so of mortar rounds being
fired in Panama City by the PDOF, 1If it's under control...

Gen. Kelley: There was sporadic firing in the city. I am aware of a motr-—
tar round that went into Quarry Heights. Incidentally, I've been over at the
Senate Armed Services Committee all morning, so I'm not as far up the learning

curve as I would like to be. Things like that can happen in a city that's in
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the shape that Panama City is in. We are moving out to correct these things.
Popping off one mortar round is a fairly easy thing to do. You drop your tube
and take off, Maybe you leave it there, maybe you don't. So those things are
somewhat understandable, They're not acceptable and we're going to work very
hard to resolve them, but I can understand how that could happen.

Q: You're satisfied it's under control?
A: I am satisfied it's under control, yes.

Q: What's the situation in Albrook Air Force Base? I understand they
took some mortar rounds, too. One building at least was seen in flames.
A: 1It's possible that they did. I'm unaware of it because, as I said, I

haven't been able to stay as abreast of the situation as I would have liked.

Q: Were there anti-aircraft weapons in caches that you found?

A: 1 am not certain. We'll have a list of that available. I'm not sure
when it will be. There were no sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons in that.
There may have been some S5A-7's, That's the reason why I'm hesitating when I

give the answer.

Q: Have there been any tactical air operations other than the A-7's?
A: We have in Panama A-7's, A-37's, and AC-130's, all of which have been

up and been used, yes.
Adm. Sheafer: But the reports of air attacks in San Miguelito this morn-

ing were wrong.

Q: What are the civilian casualties as a result of the air actions and

other actions?
A: Civilian casualties, you're talking about Panamanian civilians, we do

not have a very good handle on yet. We have two that we know were killed.
They were both Americans, so we don't have any information on Panamanians who
were killed. I believe about 200 were injured, that's one of the areas that
we're trying to look into. Remember, we're not all the way into the city yet,
so there are some gaps in our knowledge.

Q: Many members of Congress couched their praise for this maneuver on the
basis that Noriega would in fact be caught. It's now three days into this
operation and he has not been caught. Are you afraid that you're going to
start having to respond to criticisms that this has been a failure because of
that?

A: No, let me say that our primary purpose in going to Panama was to
restore democracy. That's been said by all of my bosses. And to get Noriega
from power and to capture Noriega. We've accomplished two of the three.
Noriega, as I said I think yesterday, doesn't have a payroll, doesn't have a
bunch of thugs that are out pushing the people around, isn't skimming money off
the top any more, isn't doing those things, and I don't think has a very long
half 1life. I think he will be captured one way or another, and I hope it's
very soon. It could be two minutes from now, by the way. We just don't know.
But he sure is ocut of power and we sure did accomplish cur main objectives,

The government that was elected by the people of Panama has been installed, and

I think that's something that all Americans can be very proud of.

Why are you considering sending in further reinforcements?

Q
A: To speed up cleaning up the city.
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Q: You talked about sending, I think, the 7th Infantry Brigade through
the city. But now you're talking that the 82nd Airborne is going through the
city, and what did you say, the 193rd.

A:  Yes.

Q: Why the change in plans?

A: 1I'm not certain I said the 7th Infantry yesterday, although I admit I
may have. I didn't memorize every word. But we have operations that we plan
in Panama that do not have to do with Panama City proper. I alluded to them
out west of the city, so we'll use what forces are available the way the commander
feels is best. He has a solid plan., I know what it is, and I think it's a
fairly impressive plan. I said it would take five to ten days to clean up the
city. Possibly with some more force there, and I'm not certain that it's going
to go, but possibly with some more force we'd be closer to the five than we are
to the ten.

Can you characterize the military activity as still mopping up?
Yes.

Q
A

Q: Do you think you underestimated the PDF resistance or the activities
of the so-called Dignity Battalions?

A: First, the PIF as an organization has been rolled up completely, but
they fought a little bit harder than we thought they would, and it took us a
little bit longer to get that job done than we thought it would take. You know
there's an old saw that no plan ever survives contact with the enemy. You've
got to take it the way it comes once you engage in combat. So it took us a
little bit longer than we thought, but it is done.

The Dignity Battalions are in the city, in some sections of it, running
loose. We have to clean that up. We plan to clean that up. I think a lot of
the things that I saw on television yesterday, the looting and things like
that, were lawless and criminal elements. Many of the people I saw were not
armed, so they didn't look like they were members of Dignity Battalions. But I
have seen similar pictures in the United States from time to time. It's just
something that we want to get in and clean up as quickly as we can. I told
you, I think, the other day, I thought that phase of the operation would be over
in three days.

Q: (Inaudible) at Quarry Heights? Hearing about this and about the
mortar fire, it's fairly intense fighting from what we hear from our reporters
down there. Are you surprised at the scale of what's going on near the Southern
Command ? :

A: We are not getting fairly intense fighting. We are getting light
resistance. We are getting one mortar round. I don't know about the other
one. I'll have to look into that just as soon as we're through here. But we
are not running into anything in Panama City that we can't handle.

Incidentally, in clearing that city, and we have already taken a number of
buildings, and as you know, we have some troops at several embassies, it is
extremely expensive in terms of use of troops to do that. We have almost a
company of the 82nd around the Marriott Hotel, for example. And as you move
street by street you've got to out-post what you've taken or it will simply go

MORE



7.

right back the way it was. So that's causing the commanders a problem in terms
of the numbers of troops that they're using.

Q: How much training have these trocops had or are they having now, in
relations with the Panamanians, sensitivity training if you will?
A: What training have they had?

Q: What kind of training have they had? Were they prepared for dealing
in these civil affairs?

A: All of our soldiers, all of our sailors, airmen, and marines do receive
that training from time to time. It's a part of our normal training schedule.
I think that some of the people you saw interviewed on TV would indicate that
they're doing a pretty good job of it.
Q: How were those attack planes employed? Did you have to bomb something

with them, or did they just fly cover or,..

A: Most of the airplanes that I'm talking about, the A-7's, the A-37's,
the AC-130's, the helicopter gunships are just, were just, are just providing
close in fire support for the troops who are in contact.

Q: What are they firing -- rockets, dropping bombs?

A: I'll have to check this to be exact, I would guess that they're firing
their machine guns, 20mm guns, 762mm guns. The weapon suite on an AC-130 1s a
105mm gun, twin 40mm guns, and a 20mm Gatling gun. All of those weapons are
extremely accurate, and the reason they're being used is to minimize collateral

damage.

Q: What effect would the capture of Noriega have on the situation on the
ground, in your view?

A: I think it could help convince those members of the PDF who are not
already convinced, that maybe it's futile. And incidentally, we are seeing
some signs that some of them are getting that message anyway. I think it could
be a real rallying point for the Endara government, we have finally caught
Noriega. But I don't think it's a war stopper one way or another. I see the
guys being out of work, and my opinion is that the average Panamanian now thinks
of him as a fugitive. I don't think anybody down there thinks he's going to
rise again. And we're seeing some indications of that,

Q: General Powell said yesterday that there just aren't enough troops to
go street to street and to occupy that city block by block. Are you going to
have to bring more troops in? Or what 1s your estimate... What will happen
over this next five to ten day period? '

A: We are looking at bringing more troops in. We are also looking at
reestablishing the police force. As I said, a call went out yesterday. That
police force was able to maintain order in Panama before the operation took
place. They are offering to pay those guys, which in some cases is more than
the previous regime was doing. We'll have to see by the end of the day how
many of them came back to work. It's possible that a lot of them will come
back to work. It's instructive I think that when we interviewed some of the
people from the 4th Company in the Comandancia after the 3 October coup, they
weren't being paid and couldn’t pay their family.
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Q: What kind of U.S. troops are you talking about?
A: We have MP's in country, a large number of them. We just reinforced

with more MP's yesterday.

Q: How many?

A: Two companies yesterday. I don't have the exact number of MP companies
that are there now, but there's a lot of them and they're the ones we want in
the street with the police because they have the training to do it.

Q: Do you have numbers of how many more.,..
A: We're not going to announce that until we get a decision

Q: General, you sald you had a situation west of the city that was
(inaudible) troops. Can you elaborate on that and tell us what you're talking

about? What kind of situation?

A: We're looking at operations west of the city. We have the capability
to do that now. I don't want to get into the specific target or types of target
because we'd be telegraphing where we're coming. But I think over the next
day or so you will see some things emerge which I think will be interesting and
which I think will be very supportive of the Endara government.

Q: Outside of the city in the suburban area, or further out?
A: Qutside of the city.

Q: How close have you come to capturing Noriega? Have you just missed
him at some points?

Adm. Sheafer: The operation is ongoing and that would not be a good
question for us to address.

Mr. Williams: Ladies and gentlemen, I'm sorry, we have to get General
Kelly and Admiral Sheafer back. I just have a quick couple of housekeeping
details for you. Thank you General, Admiral. Thank you very much.

Let me just discuss a couple of operational details with you. First of
all, General Thurman is briefing right now at SOUTHCOM. It started a few
minutes ago. We'd obviously hoped to have the briefing start after we finished
here, but it's sometimes hard to get ahold of SOUTHCOM and they didn't know
about our delay. So he's briefing there.

I would think that for the next few days at least, daily briefings will
come out of SOUTHCOM. I don't anticipate a briefing here in the Pentagomn
tomorrow or Sunday, or later today. Monday, I don't know about, but I would say
that for the next few days certainly, for Saturday and Sunday for certain, the
daily briefings will come out of SOUTHCOM. It makes more sense that way.
They're a little less intense down there so they can take some of the questions

down there.

Q: You announced knocking off the briefings through the holiday season.

Has that changed, the regular briefings?
A: All that was written before this current situation. All bets are off

for the moment. I don't know precisely what the schedule is, but come Monday,
well, of course, that's Christmas day, we'll try and let you know., I just can't
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predict right now. But I would think for the next few days, at least through
Christmas day, let's say, I think the most logical thing is to have the daily
briefings done at SOUTHCOM. Then come Tuesday we'll reexamine that.

Q: Since the General wasn't totally up to speed, is it unrealistic to
expect maybe somebody can fill us in say around 5:00 o'clock on any important
military...

A: We have listened to the questions he wasn't able to answer, the fire
fight questions and so forth. We've taken those questions. We'll try to get
an answer for you. I can't promise you somebody back down in the briefing
room.,

Q: Can you give us daily reports, written reports on how many troops are
being brought in after they are brought in. Would you tell us in some sort of
a fashion what has happened this day?

A: We'll do our best. Let me say that I believe it's the opinion of the
operators who are running the show that we're getting into order of battle
information and...

Q: Once they're in, it's public information.

A: 1 appreciate what your viewpoint is and it's an interesting debate.
Let me simply say that they've made the determination that that's order of
battle information. We're trying to be as forthcoming as we can about that.
But I wouldn't promise a lot of detail on that.

Q: (Inaudible) current strength down there? We started at 13,000, brought

in 7,000, then 2,500.
A: Yes, we will attempt to do that.

What about a list of dead and wounded?
Names?

: Will that continue to come from here?

¢ It most likely will, I would think. It's a good question, Susanne.
Some of this stuff we just haven't had time to think through, really. We'll
try to do that.

Q: Last time we heard, a lot of the (inaudible) on Howard or at SOUTHCOM
headquarters and couldn't get out to do any reporting. What is the status of
those people? Are they out on the streets? What's going on with them?

A: You're talking about the pool reporters or all the reporters in Panama?

Q: RNot the pool, all the people who came in behind the pool.

A: Clearly the first priority must be and remains to be to get the pool
out. That's obviously the one thing we have to do at the very minimum. I
think we've all discussed the problem we had on the first day trying to get
people out. It wasn't satisfactory to us, wasn't satisfactory to the pool, it
wasn't satisfactory to SOUTHCOM. So we are making efforts, I think if you look
at what the pool filed yesterday -- print product, pictures, video, all that
stuff —- we made a much better show of getting them out to where the action was.
That continues. I'm told today that it gets even better. So we are obviously

making an effort to do that.
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A number of news organizations have made requests to get people to come
into Panama. We clearly do not have the manpower to escort 200 reporters into
where the action is. The request to us was can we come in., We said yes, but
we're not in the housing business, we're not in the bus business, and you're
sort of on your own, and everybody has understood that. So we have limited
resources and we can't escort 200 people around Panama City. The goal remains
to get the pool around. Every night we talk to the pool members, we talk to
our people who escort the pool, we talk to SOUTHCOM, we say should we keep the pool
going another day or not. So I can't, frankly, promise very much and I don't
think it would be realistic to expect 200 people to be escorted around. But
we're trying to be as open as we can.

Q: How long do you contemplate keeping the pool active?
A: I don't have a long range vision. I think we'll look at it at the end

of every day.

Q: When do commercial flights start going back in?
A: I don't know. Obviously that would make it easy on everybody, but they
won't go back until people at SOUTHCOM feel confident that the situation is

safe.

Let met just say one other thing before Mr. Zelnick has to go file. We
welcome you back, Bob., We're glad to have you, we missed you. I want to make
it clear to everyone that I am extremely proud to work with the people in the
public affairs of the United States military. I said some things yesterday by
which I stand, which is that we've had a lot of difficulty getting things out
of the pool and we're sorry about that. No one was satisfied with that situation,
I used the word incompetence. 1 was referring to my own in not having better
planning., I want to make that very clear. I'm quite serious about this. I think
it's extremely important.

The people at SOUTHCOM are in a situation where we have just invited 200
of your ‘colleagues to join them. They are overwhelmed, and yet 1 think they're
doing an outstanding, superb job of accommodating people. We've had some
glitches, we admit that. The decision was made to deploy the pool early on and
we're continuing to try to do that. But I want to make it absolutely clear so
that there can be no misunderstanding in anyone's mind that I have nothing but
the highest regard for the people in the U.S, military and the public affairs
structure who are, I think, doing an excellent job of getting the word out.

Q: Yesterday afterncon Secretary Cheney said he thought it would be
possible in the next three weeks to start moving some of these additional troops
back home. Does he still stand by that given the events of today and last

night and this morning?
A: Sure. But I think he also said that it's difficult to predict a

precise time. It's going to depend on how things go there. But I haven't seen
any change in heart om his part.

Q: (Inaudible)
A: I'm confident of the answer.

Q: You wouldn't rotate anyone out as long as you're still rotating people
in, sending people in would you?
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A: I don't know, Carl. I don't know whether they would take people down
there who have been at it pretty hard and rotate them out. I'm not sure.

Q: Can you give us an update on Mr. Cheney's activities? Is he going to
the White House or...
A: Today?

Q: For the weekend.

A: I don't know that he's been at the White House today. Tomorrow he
will be here. As you know, he had originally planned to go out to Nebraska
and on to Wyoming. That is cancelled. But I'm not sure. I think he has a
commitment to do one of the Sunday broadcasts, but beyond that I can't say
right now.

Q: Is he going away for Christmas?
A: I seriously doubt that, but let me just leave it somewhat open for
Sunday and beyond.

Q: The General said the Army would be creating a newspaper. Can you
describe why it is necessary to create a new newspaper, and is it the perception
of the Army or the military in this operation that essentially a new government
will be created de novo?

A: I haven't heard anything about that., I don't know anything about
that, and I'll take the question. Pardon the expression, but it's news to me,

Q: Do you have any more details about (inaudible) shot and killed?

A: I just know of one incident. That was at the Marriott Hotel yesterday.
I don't know the details of it. Obviously it's one of the things we're very
interested in trying to reconstruct as best we can. I spent quite a bit of
time on the telephone yesterday with concerned news organizations and with the
people at SOUTHCOM and I'm not confident that I have a definitive answer on it
yet, but clearly it's a great concern to us.

Q: Have we seen major defections by the PDF forces in terms of giving up
arms and coming over to the Endara government?

A: In terms of giving up arms, yes. In terms of what's happening to
them, I just don't know, We'll take the question and try to get you a more
definitive answer.

Q: What is the troop level there now? Are we still 24,0007

A: That was a question we had earlier. We'll try to get you the best
answer, You add it up one way you get one answer, you add it up another
way you get another answer. We'll try to meld the math together and get you an

answer.

Q: No briefing tomorrow, no Sunday, maybe Monday?

A: Well, no briefing here tomorrow. SOUTHCOM, yes. No briefings, but
instead briefings in SOUTHCOM on Saturday, tomorrow; on Sunday; and on Monday.
Tuesday I can't make you any promises, but we'll look at the situation again.

Q: What if Noriega is caught?
A: We would be delighted. I'm sure the question is though, how would you
get the word, I don't know the answer to that, but I have a hunch that would
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not be a very well kept secret and we would be very eager to share that with
you,

Q: (Inaudible) how it was done, and blah, blah, blah?

A: Oh sure.

Q: Can we get an update on the POW's and your latest figures on that?

A: We will try to give you another update on the numbers about 5:00 or
6:00.

Q: If there is a capture of Noriega that the briefing schedule you ocutlined

would perhaps, all bets are off?
A: 1 would say that's a fair assessment.

Q: What level of staffing through the weekend? Normally on Saturday you
have one person, maybe three people in here, and Sunday no one. Then you've
got a holiday., Will there be people in the building through the weekend?

A: Yes there will, There will be the usual situation here tomorrow with
the duty people. I don't know, I suppose maybe a few more. Clearly we have to
accommodate your needs and still be humane to the staff and try to make everybody
happy, so we will, I just don't know the full answer to that question but I
certainly understand that people will have & need to get information over the

weekend.

END
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
( INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS)

Subject: House Resolution 411--Inquiry on JUST CAUSE

1. This is in response to your request of 22 June 1990
regarding House Resolution 4ll--Inquiry on JUST CAUSE.

2. Reviews of available records reveal the following
information:

a. (U) Request: An accurate accounting of the number of
Panamanian civilians killed during, or by virtue, of the US
invasion of Panama.

lry [ o .
v pelponse:

1.‘ The Panamanian Ministry of Health initially

i Qaed Ze. 00 estimated Fhat 201 civiligns died. Revised_rgporting by

\ DECLASSIFIED BY JCS Panama's Director of Institute of Legal Medicine, based
on recovered remains and unresolved reports of missing

DATE 28-8544388——persons, increases the number of total civilian

casualties to 207. To date, 47 of the 207 have not been

positively identified.
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3. I hope this information will be helpful to the House Foréidﬁ“
Affairs Committee ip its review of the military action in
Panama,

A4
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Ao,
i

MICHAEL P. C. CARNS

Lieutenant General, USAF
Director, Joint Staff
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Mr. Dave Gribbin

Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Legislative Affairs

U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon - 3E966
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Gribbin:

Please find enclosed correspohaence I received from
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Frey. Because of my desire to be respon-
sive to the constituents in my state, I am referring this
matter to you for your review,

I would like to regquest your assistance in evaluating
the information provided. I would greatly appreciate your
forvarding your findings in duplicate form to Mr. Gene
Feller, on my staff, at your earliest convenience.

Again, many thanks for your time and attention to this
matter.

Best ards,

/3 Gl

Robert w. Kasten, Jr.

RWK/ggf
Enclosure
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March 19, 1990

The Honorable Robert Kasten

Suite 110 ‘
Hart Senate Office Building

Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kasten:

The larch issue of Co-o0p Currants, published monthly by the
La Crosse People's Food Co-op has one article of which is
enclosed a photocopy. The article contains statements which
because of their nature gave rise to concerns on our part.

Reports of casualties to U.S., personnel involved in the Panama
invasions have appeared but casualties to the local populace
have not been publicly revealed. Does your office have access
to such information? Can you establish the accuracy of the
report of a thousand inhabitants killed in the burning of a
slum area? Who is responsible for the torching resulting in
these casualty figures?

Your interest in establishing the accuracy of such information
is invited. We shall be appreciative of any clarification
related to these reports.

Sincerely,
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In 1985, at the suggestion of Joel
Lazinger, the People’s Food Co-op
began its sister €o-0p relationship with
Cooperativa Luciano Vilches, a small
agricultural cooperative near Managua,
Nicaragua, Over the years, PF C
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

January 30, 1990

The Honorable Margo Carlisle

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense

The Pentagon, Room 3E966

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Carlisle:

I am enclosing a copy of an inquiry from Ms. Victoria
Dragseth regarding the death of her husband, Raymond M.
Dragseth, during the U.S. invasion of Panama.

I would appreciate your comments on the concerns raised by
Ms. Dragseth. Please direct your response to Tim Ryan of my
staff.

Thank you for your attentfon to this matter.

Singerely

oseph R, Biden, Jr.
United States Senator

Enclosure



Janﬁary 7. 1990.

Dear Honorable: oo~ - (<.
WY weige oo Diden

I am writing you this letter to bring to your attention the
abduction and ruthless execution of an American citizen, my
husband Raymond M. Dragseth. On December the twentieth, the
night of the U.S. invasion of Panama my husband was taken frommy
house at gunpoint by a group of men who identified themselves as
members of the Panamanian Defense Forces. For eight days my
daughter and I anguished over his fate. Every time the phone
rang we answered it with a mixture of hope and despair.
Finally, on the twenty-seventh of December, we learned that he
had been executed. He was mercildssly shot five to seven times

with an automatic weapon.

Throughout this entire time, and up until the present we
have received minimal amounts of aid from U.S. authorities. This
has come as a great shock to me since I was under the impression
that the action was taken to protect U.S. citizens, yet during
the invasion we were offered no assistance more importantly, the
long standing instructions we were given (and with which we
complied) contemplated either advance warning or evacuation as
required by the developing situation. It was only after my high
profile in the media and.criminal charges that I filed in the
Republic of Panama against Noriega that I received military protec-—
tion, which could be withdrawn at any time. I am now the sole
support of my two children who are in college, a role I cannot
fulfill with my temporary position. I am asking you, as one of
the highest legislative officials of my government not only to
find a way to offer support for my family but also the reason why
we, as U.S. citizens, were not protected in this time of crisis.
I know that my husband was only one of many lives that were lost,
but he was one of only three Americans civilians who died. I
submit that there is no rational explanations for this lack of
protection and compassion by U.S. authorities who carried out the
liberation of Panama but omitted steps to protect their own

nationals.

Thank you for your cooperation and concern

incerely,

VICTORIA I. DRAGSETH
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Mr. David J. Gribbin
Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Legislative Affairs

Department of Defense
The Pentagon, Room 3E966
Washington, D.C. 20301

The attached communication is sub-
mitted for your consideration, and
to ask that the request made therein
be complied with, if possible.

If you will advise me of your
action in this matter and have the
letter returned to me with your
reply, I will appreciate it.

Very truly yours,

Jack Brooks /\TEA‘

" M.cC.
Ninth, Texas

District.

01866



. .. ' January 7, 1990,

Dear Honorable&mjregsmﬂh Tacks Brooks

I am writing you this letter to bring to your attention the
abduction and ruthless execution of an American citizen, my
husband Raymond M. Dragseth. On December the twentieth, the
night of the U.S. invasion of Panama my husband was taken frommy
house at gqunpoint by a group of men who identified themselves as
members of the Panamanian Defense Forces. For eight days my
daughter and I anguished over his fate, Every time the phone
rang we answered it with a mixture of hope and despair.

Finally, on the twenty-seventh of December, we learned that he
had been executed. He was merciléssly shot five to seven times

with an automatic weapon.

Throughout this entire time, and up until the present we
have received minimal amounts of aid from U.S. authorities. This
has come as a great shock to me since I was under the impression
that the action was taken to protect U.S. citizens, yet during
the invasion we were offered no assistance more importantly, the
long standing instructions we were given (and with which we
complied) contemplated either advance warning or evacuation as
required by the developing situation. It was only after my high
profile in the media and.criminal charges that I filed in the
Republic of Panama against Noriega that I received military protec-
tion, which could be withdrawn at any time. I am now the sole
support of my two children who are in college, a role I cannot
fulfill with my temporary position. I am asking you, as one of
the highest legislative officials of my government not only to
find a way to offer support for my family but also the reason why
we, as U.S. citizens, were not protected in this time of crisis.
I know that my husband was only one of many lives that were lost,
but he was one of only three Americans civilians who died. I
submit that there is no rational explanations for this lack of
protection and compassion by U.S. authorities who carried out the
liberation of Panama but omitted steps to protect their own

nationals.

Thank you for your cooperation and concern

Sincerely,

VICTORIA I. DRAGSETH




AVlnited Siafes . Denafe

WASHINGTON. D.C. 203510

May 8, 1990

Mr. Dave Gribbin

Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Legislative Affairs

US Department of Defense

The Pentagon, Room 3E966

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Gribbin:
I have been asked by a constituent to assist

described in the enclosed correspondence. I
inquiry to you for your consideration.

M meealy
RO S 1 |

-

in the matter
am referring this

Please provide the necessary information in duplicate and return
the enclosures. Your correspondence should be sent to my

Washington, Dc office.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

lade Gorton
United States Senator

SG/weg
Enclosure

09195
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Senator Slade Gorton,
708 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington D.cC. 20510

Dear Senator Gorton,

Thz attached lasttesr vhich eéxpresses my vievs on the invasicn

of Panamza was sent to President Bush. I think that Congress
should investigate the numter of deaths in the attack. Eurcrean
Fsporters say several thousand Panamania civilians were

killed, wvhersas the U.S. ficure is around Zz=.

Sincereiy,

Mo £ Coard

Ronnie A. McDenzid

L
/W‘ e
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January 12, 1930

President George Bush,
The White House,
Wash. D.C.

Dear President Bush,

I strongly object to the attack on Pananama during which 27 US
Servicemen were killed, many more were wounded, and hundreds of
Panamanian civilians were killed.

Your stated reasons for conducting the attack are very inadeguate.
Zecause one Marine was killed you sacrifice 27 more. Was not the
Marine in civilian clothes and running a roadblock-in their country?
The morally acceptable raticnale for starting a war require much
more provocation than this.

Thea cther reasons you stated such as protecting the canal and
catching Noriega appear illfounded. The canal was never in jeopardy.
Catching Noriega acpears to be a boondoggle. It looks like the US
Justice system will maintain him, at taxpayers expense, for years to
ccme. We may not even ke akle to coenvict him. As far as curtailing
druc runners transitting throuch Panama,this was being stopped prior
o the invasion according to news regorts.

My strongest objection to the invasion was the killing of several
hundrsd Panamanian civilians, All the civilized world is against

maxing war on civilians. International law forbids it. The main-lins
churches in this country call it morally evil. As a Mzrine Corps

Iighzter bomber pilot in WWII ané again in Korea, I refraired from
zembing civilian targets. If ve were uncertain about tzrget icdentificzzi
wWwe vere advised not tco attack, lest we injure civilians.

The peoples of Central ancd South America are fed up with our dominaticn
2y fcorce. The American interest that seem to be the cause are American
lancowners and Corps. who want cheap labor. We force totalitarian
governments on the people. They are not democracies ané we are not

zoting morally.

- zelieve there arz cther politiczl r=asons you decided to attack

Fznama. You felt rcu had to make up for the aborted cour attampt

<23t did not helz with. I think you wanted to silence Noriega so

=2 could not spill the beans abeut your joint CIA experiences. Mes:t c2 =
vou vorried about ryour P.R. imacs. So you attacked so you could achizvs
2z L22 Atwater czilzd it, 3 "politicz! jackpot.”

Tn=® U0 Senerzl the COrgznizztion cf American Statezs and mo=:

2 =<2 r=2zt of ar2 rigzz in condemning us. You may get 3 Tz
pielol b A S o] o] . LItory vLlL 2lsc condemn vyou

~ I
.z/\.]th.eu«‘.g Cr' ](\' (— Cria et
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April 23, 1990

Ms. Margo Carlisle

Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Legislative Affairs

Department of Defense

The Pentagon, Room 3E966

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Ms. Carlisle:

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter from my constituent,
Miss Elinore D. Taylor. :

As you will note in the section highlighted, Miss Taylor is
concerned about the number of Panamanian casualties resulting
from the December 19, 1989, military action in Panama, and the
cost of the U.S. invasion. I would appreciate your taking the
time to provide me with information that would address this
issue, in order that I might respond to my constituent,

Thanking you in advance for your consideration of this request,

I am
incerely yours
Robert C. Byr
RCB:tes
Enclosure

08507
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THE SPEAKER ) LEIRS: AEa Caog (508} 353-2158
oo ot Congress of the Wnited States
"Aven Cooe (207 235-2008 Touge of Representatives s oo 1809 926-4143¢

wﬂﬂfjmmnﬂ. Ec 20515 2B W. Main

WALLA WALLA, WA 993082-2816
AREA Cops (509} 522-6370

March 30, 1990

Dear Secretary Gribbin: )

Enclosed please find a letter from Gary Edwards requesting information
regard the number of Panamanians killed during "Operation Just Cause" in
Panama.

In light of my constituent's question, I would be grateful if you could

provide me with your Department's best estimate regarding Panamanian
military and civilian casualties.

./ ZZerely ’
homa . %Zy
ess

With best wishes.

Member of Congr

Mr. David Gribbin

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense

The Pentagon, Room 3E966

Washington, D.C. 20301

TSF:jes
enclosure
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TQO: MR. DAVID J. GRIBBEN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS.

'FROM: GREG STEWART, STAFF MEMBER TO CONGRESSMAN HOWARD C.
NIELSON.

RE: I AM REFERRING THIS LETTER TO YOUR OFFICE ON THE ADVICE
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS
OFFICE. PLEASE RESPOND.

]
o3
[ B
(4-1



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301-2400

23 FEB 149

In reply refer to:

IMNTERNATIONAL

SECURITY AFFAIRS 1—90/50722

Honorable Howard C. Nielson
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman:

I am pleased to respond on behalf of Secretary Cheney to
concerns raised by Mrs. Victoria Dragseth regarding the
intervention in Panama by U.S. forces and on the investigation
of the murder of her husband, Raymond Dragseth.

One of the principal objectives of Operation Just Cause was
the protection of U.S. citizens. Prior to 20 December, Panama
had become an increasingly dangerous place for Americans. The
President and, subsequently the State Department, had also
issued several advisories warning U.S. citizens during this
period concerning the risks of traveling to, or residing in
Panama.

For obvious operational security reasons, advanced
notification of the U.S. action was impossible. However, steps
were taken in the planning and execution to minimize civilian
casualties. We believe we largely accomplished this goal but
even three American civilian lives are a high price to pay. We
share the grief of all- those who lost loved cnes during
Operation Just Cause.

It is our understanding that Mrs. Dragseth has received
counseling from SOUTHCOM's Civilian Personnel Office regarding
insurance, monetary payments and other benefits. The Director
of the Department of Defense schools in Panama will continue to
work with Mrs. Dragseth on her application for continued
employment as a permanent employee and to assist her in
obtaining dependent benefits due her children. Of course,
additional counseling will always be available to her, at her
request. ’

Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

O ders

James ‘L. Woods
Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense
N . (International Security Affairs)
DISTRIBUTION: {Congressional) :
1-USO (P)
1 - ASDAISA
1 - DSAA/CONG REL
1-ASDLA
1-CCD

1-CMD ' o 0/26 3
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Honorakble Thomas S. Foley
Speaker of the House

of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

This is in reply to your letter of March 30 to Mr. bavid
Gribbin, Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Affairs), on
behalf of Mr. Gary Edwards. You requested that we provide casu-
alty figures in connection with Operation Just Cause in Panama.

Twenty—-three U.S. military personnel were killed in action.
There were two non-combat deaths, and 324 wounded. Three Ameri-
can civilians were also killed and one was injured.

The U.S. Southern Command had originally estimated enemy
casualties to be 314, based on figures reported by individual
units and coordinating the tally with Panamanian officials. The
U.S. Southern Command has acknowledged that the actual figure may
be substantially lower {(some sources put the figure at about 50
persons) due to redundancies in the reporting. The number of
enemy wounded is estimated to be 124. The official U.S. and
Panamanian figure for Panamanian civilian deaths is 202.

Included in this number are, we presume, Panamanian Defense Force
and Dignity Battalion members who were not in uniform or were
otherwise unidentifiable. Others, such as looters, may also have
been included, in addition to bona fide civilians. The Defense
Department does not have a figure for the number of Panamanian
civilians who were injured.

No U.S. President commits our Armed Forces into action
lightly. President Bush and Secretary of Defense Cheney have
expressed deep regret at the loss of life--both civilian and
military--during the operation. Given the nature o¢of any combat
situation, the United States acted very selectively in the appli-
cation of military force to achieve its objectives. Operation
Just Cause represents perhaps the most precise military operation
of its size ever conducted.

I am enclosing material about Operation Just Cause which I
hope will also be useful in responding to your constituent.

S;%Br?fdr ely,
Danial J. Kalinger l
i reta
pRARYHE AS5SEIL PSR
Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense

Enclosures
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Honorable Robert C. Byrd
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Byrd:

This is in reply to your April 23 letter to Ms. Margo Carlisle,
formerly the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative
Affairs, on behalf of Ms. Elinore Taylor. You asked that we
provide you with information about the number of Panamanian civil-
ians killed during Operation Just Cause and the cost of that
operation. -

Twenty-three U.S. military personnel were killed in action.
There were two non-combat deaths, and 324 wounded. Three American
civilians were also killed and one was injured.

The U.S. Southern Command had originally estimated enemy casu-
alties to be 314, based on figures reported by individual units and
coordinating the tally with Panamanian officials. The U.S. South-
ern Command has acknowledged that the actual figure may be substan-
tially lower (some sources put the figure at about 50 persons) due
to redundancies in the reporting. The number of enemy wounded is
estimated to be 124, The official U.S. and Panamanian figure for
Panamanian civilian deaths is 202. Included in this number are, we
presume, Panamanian Defense Force and Dignity Battalion members who
were not in uniform or were otherwise unidentifiable. Others, such
as looters, may also have been included, in addition to bona fide
civilians. The governments of Panama and the United States found
no factual basis whatsoever to reports that "several thousand"
Panamanian civilians were killed.

The cost figures in question are still being tabulated and are
not yet available. At this time of fiscal constraints, I can
appreciate your constituent’s concern about costs, but I also
believe it is important not to lose sight of overall U.S. goals and
achievements regarding Operation Just Cause.

Although I recognize that you are very familiar with these
matters, perhaps the following discussion will be helpful in
responding to your constituent. For nearly two years before the
military action, the United States worked with the nations of Latin
America and the Caribbean to peacefully resolve the crisis in
Panama. U.S. goals were always clear and consistent: to safeguard
the lives of Americans, to defend democracy in Panama, to combat
drug trafficking, and to protect the integrity of the Panama Canal
Treaties.



Unfortunately, all of the numerous attempts to resolve the
crisis through diplomacy and negotiations were rejected by Manuel
Noriega. 1In May 1989, Panamanians voted to end the rule of their
dictator. The results were never fairly tabulated, however,
because the Noriega-backed government resorted to force and ballot
fraud to hold onto power.

On December 15, at Noriega’s instigation, the Panamanian
National Assembly declared that a state of war existed between
Panama and the United States. The very next day, Noriega’s Panama
Defense Forces (PDF) killed an unarmed U.S. Marine officer without
justification. Other elements of the PDF beat a U.S. Navy officer
and unlawfully detained, physically abused, and threatened the
officer’s wife. These acts of violence were directly attributable
to Noriega’s dictatorship, and there was legitimate and understand-
able concern that these attacks were only the beginning.

The President concluded that the Noriega regime’s threats and
attacks upon Americans in Panama created an imminent danger to the
35,000 U.S. citizens there. Acting to safeguard these citizens,
the President directed the Armed Forces to protect the lives of
these U.S. citizens, restore demccracy, ensure the integrity of the
Panama Canal, and bring Noriega to justice in the United States.

In the view of the legitimate government of Panama, as well as the
United States, these objectives have been achieved.

In undertaking Operation Just Cause, the United States used its
resources in a manner consistent with political, diplomatic, and
moral principles. The deployment of U.S. forces has been an
exercise of the right of self-defense recognized in Article 51 of
the United Nations Charter. In forming her assessments of Opera-
tion Just Cause, your constituent may also wish to bear in mind
that the democratically-elected government of Panama welcomed it,
as have the great majority of the people of Panama.

Sincerely,

Signed

Daniel J. Kalinger

De Assistant Secr.

DANTEL . RAL TNGRR

Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense

HHeilsnis/4June90/0ASD (PA)PC/2E777/x76462
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Honorable Slade Gorton
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Gorton:

This is in reply to your May 8 letter to Mr. Dave Gribbin,
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs, on behalf
of Mr. Ronnie McDonald. Mr. McDonald has questions about the
number of Panamanian civilians killed during Operation Just Cause.

The following information about casualties may be useful in
responding to Mr. McDonald. Twenty-three U.S. military personnel
were killed in action. There were two non-combat deaths, and 324
wounded. Three American civilians were also killed and one was
injured.

The U.S. Southern Command had originally estimated enemy casu-
alties to be 314, based on figures reported by individual units and
coordinating the tally with Panamanian officials. The U.S. South-
ern Command has acknowledged that the actual figure may be substan-
tially lower (some sources put the figure at about 50 persons) due
to redundancies in the reporting. The number of enemy wounded is
estimated to be 124. The official U.S. and Panamanian figure for
Panamanian civilian deaths is 202. 1Included in this number are, we
presume, Panamanian Defense Force and Dignity Battalion members who
were not in uniform or were otherwise unidentifiable, Others, such
as looters, may also have been included, in addition to bona fide
civilians. The governments of Panama and the United States have
not found any factual basis whatsoever to reports that "several
thousand" Panamanian c¢ivilians were killed.

No U.S. President commits our Armed Forces into action lightly.
President Bush and Secretary of Defense Cheney have expressed deep
regret at the loss of life--both civilian and military--during the
operation. Given the nature of any combat situation, the United
States acted very selectively in the application of military force
to achieve its objectives.

Sincerely,

Signsd

Danic! J. Kalingar

Deputy Assistant Secretary

DANIEL J. KALINGER

Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense

HHeilsnis/4June90/0ASD (PA)PC/2E777/x76462
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THE JOINT STAFF
WASHINGTON, D.C.

J-3M 0177=90
Reply ZIP Code: 18 May 1990
20318-3000

The Honorable Pete Wilson
United States Senate
Washington D.C. 20510-0502

Dear Senator Wilson,

This is in response to your letter of March 29, 1990
concerning the request of your constituent, Marie McKechnie, City
Clerk Berkeley, California. Your letter has been referred to me
by the Office of the Secretary of Defense for direct reply.

During the execution of Operation JUST CAUSE, 23 US
Servicemen were killed and an additional 324 wounded in action.
Three US civilians also died during the conflict.

As the Panamanian Government continues to recover, its
ability to assume its role in compiling accurate casualty figures
is improving. The Panamanian Ministry of Health estimates that
51 uniformed PDF soldiers, 58 unidentified civilians, and 143
identified civilians died. A total of 118 Panamanians identified
as soldiers were treated: 51 in Panamanian hospitals and 67 in
US facilities. Others may have been treated but categorized as
civilians if they were not in uniform and 4id not acknowledge
their military affiliation. Approximately 1700 civilians were
treated for wounds incurred during the pericd of the liberation.
US authorities do not have the records to distinguish between the
innocent Panamanian civilians and/or PDF casualties not in
uniform, Dignity Battalion members, looters, or vandals in the
wounded population. Requests for additional information about
Panamanian casualties should be referred to the Republic of
Panama Institute for Legal Medicine. Release of more specific
data with respect to casualties is within the purview of that

Government.

In general, the largest concentration of civilian casualties
occurred as a result of fires in the low income housing area of
Chorrillo. This area was also the location of "La Commandancia,*®
former headquarters of the PDF. Apparently, many of the fires
were set by members of Noriega's Dignity Battalions, paramilitary
forces recruited from questionable segments of the Panamanian
society, in an effort to generate confusion and cover their

retreat.

According to the Minister of Housing, Republic of Panama,
approximately 2400 families did suffer loss/damage to their

-
‘\' .
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homes. Most homes were lost as a result of fires set by fleeing
Dignity Battalion members in a low income housing area. Many of
the homeless have found temporary shelter with friends or
relatives. Others are being housed temporarily in facilities
built by the US military and Agency for International
Development. This support is now administered by the Panamanian
Red Cross. Costs associated with providing temporary and
permanent housing are not available through Department of Defense

funding channels.

At the height of the operation, approximately 5,800 detainees
were held in two detention centers under humane conditions.
Detainees ranged from members of the former PDF to criminals
released from the Panamanian prisons at the onset of the
fighting. Temporary detention allowed for the identification and
segregation of individuals which the Government of Panama desired
to charge for crimes committed during the Noriega regime. The-—
detention also allowed the Government of Panama to identify those
former members of the PDF who desired to join the emerging
Panamanian Police Force. The last detainees under US control
were transferred to Panamanian control on or about February 4,
1990. Some detainees remain in the custody of the Panamanian
Government pending investigation of alleged wrongdoing.

The US Army has been receiving damage and injury claims from
Panamanians; however, claims caused by combat action are not
payable under US law. Nevertheless, all claims are accepted and
registered, given an identification number, and processed.
Additionally, the claimant is informed in writing that hisg claim
has been received and the prohibition regarding payment is also
explained. The majority of these claims describe damage and
injury without referring to a dollar value. For damages arising
from alleged illegal acts by US forces during Operation JUST
CAUSE, claimants submit a claim form to either the US Military
Claims Office in Panama or to the US Army Claims Service, Ft.
Meade, MD. US authorities, in accordance with the Foreign Claims
and Military Claims Acts, will determine whether the particular
claim is payable. To date, the Government of Panama has not
established or designated a system for claims processing., Until
a system is designated, exact claims figures are unavailablae.

'Approximately $31.6 million has been spent- for transportation
of forces associated with operations in Panama. This is an
estimate as support to Panama continues. The full cost of the
operations is not yet available.

I hope this information will prove helpful in responding to
your constituent. If I can be of further assistance in this
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

s 2.1,

THOMAS W. KELLY
Lieutenant Generdl, USA
Director for Operztinm--
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Wnited States Senate -

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-08502
March 29, 1990

PETE WILSON

CALIFORNIA

The Honorable Richard B. Cheney
Secretary

Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear Mr. Secretary:

f

Please find enclosed a copy of a letter that I received
from the Berkeley, California City Clerk regarding the December
1389 American operation in Panama. I would appreciate your
bringing this letter to the attention of the appropriate
officials within DoD and a reply as soon as possible.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely, °*

Ay A 4 ~_

PETE WILSON

PW:gh

06445



March

Honorable Pete Wilson T

City of Berkeley

City Clerk Department
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Civic Center Building
2180 Milvia Street
Berkeley, California 94704
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (415) 644-6915

(415) 644-6480

15, 1990

LI

United States Senator
Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wilson:

The Berkeley City Council at its meeting of March 6, 1990, adopted a
resolution which urges California's Senators and our Representative in
Congress to seek information from the United States Government concerning
the following matters:

II

Deaths and injuries of U.S. and Panamanian people in tie course of
the invasion: Civilians, military personnel, paramilitaries.
children, and other special categories; procedures, if any, for
filing claims for damages against the United States for illegal acts
resulting in deaths and injuries and, if no such procedures exist,
the legal justification therefor: and

Detainees taken in and after the invasion: Numbers, bases for such
detention and release, treatment during detention, reasons for some
remaining in custody, Panamanian authorities to whom remaining
detainees have been released; procedures, if any, for filing claims
for damages for illegal detentinn and/or treatment and, if no such
procedures exist, the legal justification therefoy; and

Damages to and destruction of property: Again, numbers and amounts
of damage and destruction; procedures for redress, if any, and, if
none, justification therefor; and

Creation of homeless people: Numbers of houses destroyed; number of
people made homeless; cost of providing temporary housing, and cost
of providing permanent housing; and

United States budget amounts needed to meet destructicn and damages;
names of proper Panamanian government officials to whom U. S.
payments should be made under Panamanian law.

Sincerely,

Marie

MM/vd

HEﬁechnie. ity Clerk



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301-2400
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INTERNATIONAL In reply refer to:
SECURITY AFFAIRS I"90/50721

Honorable Jack Brooks
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman:

I am pleased to respond on behalf of Secretary Cheney to
concerns raised by Mrs. Victoria Dragseth regarding the
intervention in Panama by U.S. forces and on the investigation
of the murder of her husband, Raymond Dragseth.

One of the principal objectives of Operation Just Cause was
the protection of U.S. citizens. Prior to 20 December, Panama
had become an increasingly dangerous place for Americans. The
President and, subsequently the State Department, had also
issued several advisories warning U.S. citizens during this
period concerning the risks of traveling to, or residing in
Panama.

For obvious operational security reasons, advanced
notification of the U.S. action was impossible. However, steps
were taken in the planning and execution to minimize civilian
casualties. We believe we largely accomplished this goal but
even three American civilian lives are a high price to pay. We
share the grief of all those who lost loved ones during
Operation Just Cause.

It is our understanding that Mrs. Dragseth has received
counseling from SOUTHCOM's Civilian Personnel Office regarding
insurance, monetary payments and other benefits. The Director
of the Department of Defense schools in Panama will continue to
work with Mrs. Dragseth on her application for continued
employment as a permanent employee and to assist her in
obtaining dependent benefits due her children. Of course,
additional counseling will always be available to her, at her
request.

Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

Cl’L Qe

James L. Woods
Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense
_ (International Security Affairs)

DISTRIBUTION: (Congressional)
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DZFENSE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301-2400

23 FEB 1990

In reply refer to:

INTERNATIONAL

SECURITY AFFAIRS I-90/51043

Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

ATTN: Mr. Tim Ryan

Dear Senator:

I am pleased to respond on behalf of Secretary Cheney to
concerns raised by Mrs. Victoria Dragseth regarding the
intervention in Panama by U.S. forces and on the investigation
of the murder of her husband, Raymond Dragseth.

One of the principal objectives of Operation Just Cause was
the protection of U.S. citizens. Prior to 20 December, Panama
had become an increasingly dangerous place for Americans. The
President and, subsequently the State Department, had also
issued several advisories warning U.S. citizens during this
period concerning the risks of traveling to, or residing in
Panama.

For obvious operational security reasons, advanced T
notification of the U.S. action was impossible, However, steps
were taken in the planning and execution to minimize civilian
casualties. We believe we largely accomplished this goal but
even three American civilian lives are a high price to pay. We
share the grief of all those who lost loved ones during
Operation Just Cause.

It is our understanding that Mrs. Dragseth has received
counseling from SOUTHCOM's Civilian Personnel Office regarding
insurance, monetary payments and other benefits. The Director
of the Department of Defense schools in Panama will continue to
work with Mrs. Dragseth on her application for continued
employment as a permanent employee and to assist her in
obtaining dependent benefits due her children. Of course,
additional counseling will always be available to her, at her
request.

Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

Qb O,

James L. Woods
Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense
?lsgggg;'low (Congressional) (International Security Affairs)
1-ASDASA
1-Ra;t§ONGREL .
1-
1-€CD :. O, 22

1-CMD



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301-2400

%3 Fep 19,
In reply refer to:
I-90/50875

INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS

Honorable Bill Nelson
Melbourne Office

780 South Apollo Blvd
Suite 12

Melbourne, FL 39201-1423

Dear Congressman:

I am pleased to respond on behalf of Secretary Cheney to
concerns raised by Mrs. Victoria Dragseth regarding the
intervention in Panama by U.S. forces and on the investigation
of the murder of her husband, Raymond Dragseth.

One of the principal objectives of Operation Just Cause was
the protection of U.S. citizens. Prior to 20 December, Panama
had become an increasingly dangerous place for Americans. The
President and, subsequently the State Department, had also
issued several advisories warning U.S. citizens during this
period concerning the risks of traveling to, or residing in
Panama.

Por obvious operational security reasons, advanced
notification of the U.S. action was impossible. However, steps
were taken in the planning and execution to minimize civilian
casualties. We believe we largely accomplished this goal but
even three American civilian lives are a high price to pay. Wwe
share the grief of all those who lost loved ones during
Operation Just Cause.

It is our understanding that Mrs. Dragseth has received
counseling from SOUTHCOM's Civilian Personnel Office regarding
insurance, monetary payments and other benefits. The Director
of the Department of Defense schools in Panama will continue to
work with Mrs. Dragseth on her application for continued
employment as a permanent employee and to assist her in
obtaining dependent benefits due her children. Of course,
additional counseling will always be available to her, at her
request.

Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

C)mLJmL

James L. Woods
Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense

. ressional)
DISTRIBUTION: {Cong (International Security Affairs)
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Honorable Robert W. Kasten, Jr.
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-49%02

Dear Senatcor Kasten:

This is in reply to your letter of March 27 to Mr. Dave
Gribbin, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs,
on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Frey. The Freys requested
casualty figures in connection with Operation Just Cause in

Panama.

Twenty-three U.S. military personnel were killed in action.
There were two non-combat deaths, and 324 wounded. Three Ameri-—
can civilians were also killed and one was injured.

The U.S. Southern Command had originally estimated enemy
casualties to be 314, based on figures reported by individual
units and coordinating the tally with Panamanian officials. The
U.S. Southern Command has acknowledged that the actual figure may
be substantially lower (some sources put the figure at about 50
persons) due to redundancies in the reporting. The number of
enemy wounded is estimated to be 124. The official U.S. and
Panamanian figure for Panamanian civilian deaths is 202.

Included in this number are, we presume, Panamanian Defense Force
and Dignity Battalion members who were not in uniform or were
otherwise unidentifiable.  Others, such as looters, may alsoc have
been included, in addition to bona fide civilians. The Defense
Department does not have a figure for the number of Panamanian
civilians who were injured. As concerns the "report" cited in
the article your constituents enclosed, the allegation that U.S.
forces brought about the death of a thousand civilians by "torch-
ing of a slum" is completely without foundation in fact.

No U.S5S. President commits our Armed Forces into action
lightly. President Bush and Secretary of Defense Cheney have
expressed deep regret at the loss of life--both civilian and
military--during the operation. Given the nature of any combat
situation, the United States acted very selectively in the appli-
cation of military force to achieve its objectives. Operation
Just Cause represents perhaps the most precise military operation
of its size ever conducted.

ginc r

ign

Daniel J. Kalinger

Dsputy Assistant Secretary

DANIEL J. KALINGER
Deputy Assistant Secretary of

Defense
CE &
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Congress of the Enited States i

BHouge of Repregentatibes
Washington, BL 20515
March 19, 1990

Mr. Dave Gribbin

Asst. Secretary of Defense
for Legislative Affairs

Room 3E966, The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Gribbin:

[ am writing to you on behalf of one of my constituents, Mr. Dick
Smith of Sparta, Wisconsin. Mr. Smith is very concerned over our recent
actions in Panama. He would like to know the final death toll among both
Americans and Panamanian military and civilians. Mr. Smith is also
interested in knowing how much the invasion cost the U.S. government and if
it will be paying any reparations to the people of Panama.

Any information you could give me on this matter would be greatly

appreciated.
Sincere!;z

Thomas E. Petri
Member of Congress

With best wishes, I am

TEP:gw

05654



CLARENCE E. MILLER R . T Room 2308

Tens DisthicT, O, e L . - Waoo. D¢ 208 15
- 202-225-5131
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS a WL LA o T Sl o) oy Oistmicr OFrice
oesense suscomarTes Congress of the Anited” States 212 Sem anovs Srucer
TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT BOARD ) LAnCASTER, OH 43130
(VICE CHARMAN) Bouse of Representatives 614-654-5149

&ashington, BL 20515

May 1, 1990

The Honorable David J. Gribben, III

Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Legislative Affairs)

The Pentagon, Room 3E966

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I was recently contacted by Mr. Mark Snocke of Lancaster, Ohio
concerning some reports he had read on the conduct of our soldiers
in Panama during Operation Just Cause.

He had read about U.S. soldiers throwing Panamanians killed in the

fighting into a mass grave. If the reports were true, he felt such
actions were barbaric and wanted to know if any actions were taken

against those responsible.

Mr. Snoke also wanted to know why there was such a disparity in the
fatalities reported. He is concerned about a possible coverup on
the part of our government to keep the true number of deaths from
being reported to the American public.

Any assistance you can provide in answer to these concerns would be

appreciated.
PP N
Ao Do,
larence E. Miller
Member of Congress

CEM:bg

08626
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ALA{ CRANSTON

CALIFUANIA

MAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 30, 1990

To: Office for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense
Room 3E%66, The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Inquiry from: Richard C. Ivey , S
6333 College Grove Way, #A-3 -
San Diego, California 92115

Re: Please respond to my constituent’s inguiries as
described in the enclosed.

I forward the attached for your review and consideration.

Your report, in duplicate, along with the return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated. The response should be directed
to the attention of Colleen Sechrest in my Washington office.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincegrely,

Alan Cranston

Enclosure




Thursday. December 28, 1989

Hon. Alan Cranston
United States Senate
Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:

Please send me the list of names and locations of civilian casualties
occasioned by President George Bush's sending of American combat troops
into Panama in pursuit of General Noriega. What specific efforts were
made to obtain a timely listing of said civilian casualties?

[ am particulariy interested in Knowing about the casualties among
women and children and what kind of advance planning that President
Bush carried out 10 make sure that the lives of innocent women and
children were safeguarded.

What specific efforts have taken place to insure that monev claims
by Panamanian civilians against the United States can be processed
promptly and fairlv? Which parucular United States agencv is processing
said claims?

In 1otal about how much United States taxpaver money is going Lo
be spent in President Bush's sending of American combat troops into
Panama in pursuit of General Noriega?

What has been your position in the matter of protecung the civilian
Panamanian population against becoming casualties in this war occasioned
bv President George Bush's sending of American combat troops 1nto
Panama 1n pursuit of General Noriega?

bmz.erely

Bichod Ti%
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450 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE
SAM FRANCISCO, CA 94102

BARBARA BOXER
6TH DISTRICT, CALFORNIA

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
HUMAN RESOURCES TASKFORCE CHAIRMAN

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
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CO-CHARMAN SONOMA

WHIP AT LARGE {107, 763-6033

April 9, 1990

Major General

Charles E. Cominy .
Pentagon, Room 2C-600
Dear Mr. Dominy:

Enclosed please find the letter of my constituent, Mr. Bob Q'Brien,
regarding the invasion of Panama by U.S. forces.

He has several detailed questions about the fighting there and I
would urge you to answer to him directly at his hame address.
His address is 219 Stanyan St., San Francisco, CA 94118.

Thank you very much for your response.

Sincerely,

Foatatrn—

BARBARA BOXER
Member of Congress

jon }
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April 5, 1990

Congresswoman Barbara Boxer
450 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Repressntative Boxer:

RE: US INVASION OF PANAMA, DECEMBER 1989

Several months ago I esked Bill, your aide, try to find out the death count
of the US soldiers who died because of fighting in Panawa, ss well as other
informaetion regarding the US invasion of that. courtry, He said he would try
to get the information for me. I subsequently called him on the matter;
unfortunately he had difficulty obtaining the information, and he was still
not eble to help me. Thus I am writing you to obtain answers to the
following questions:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7)
8)

9)
10)

How many US soldiers died because of the US invasion of Panama?

What are the names of the soldiers who died?

How many US soldiers were wounded bascause of the invasion?

How many US soldiers lost a limb (or limbs) because of the invasion?
What are the ethnic backgrounds of the soldiers who died?

How many civilians (both US and Panamanian) died because of the
invaeion, eccording to the most recent report (please give name

and date of report)? How many civilians were wounded?

How many civilians were rendered homeless because of the invasion?
How many Panamanian soldiers were killed as a result of the invasion?

How many Panamanian socldiers were wounded?

How many US troops are currently in Panamg?

I as well as others concerned about the US invasion of Panama, would greatly
appreciate your response to the preceding questions. Thank you!

Sincerely yours,

L O

Bob O!'Brian



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY &
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April 18, 1990 3

QFFICE, CHIEF OF
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON

Honorable Barbara Boxer
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Boxer:

This replies to your inquiry in behalf of Mr. Bob O'Brien,
concerning Operation Just Cause.

Since this is a matter under jurisdiction of the Department
of Defense, I have forwarded your inquiry to that agency for
review and further response directly to you.

Sincerely,

/5

Joseph G. Pallone
Major, U. S. Army
Congressional Coordinator

WASHINGTON, D.C. 203101600 H %
3 C
3, Qﬂ
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WASHINGTON OFFICE: ey on ~t -, (414) 2914451
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Suite 312
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{608) 264-5338
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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 3409 Goif Aoad
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r 1
SPECIAL COMMITTEE March 28, 1990 1715} 832-8424
ON AGING Kanosha Office:
628 52nd Street
floom 303

Kanoshe, W1 63140
(414) 857-7719

The Honorable Richard Cheney
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1155

Dear Honorable Cheney: ,

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter from a constituent
of mine, Harold and Amy Frey, regarding civilian casualties
during the Panama invasion.

Any assistance you could provide in responding to these
concerns would be greatly appreciated. Please mark your return
correspondence to the attention of Mr. Tom Mullooly.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

SincerelyW

Herbert Kohl, U.S.S.

HK:tmz
Enclosure

06115



March 19, 199

The Honorable Herbert Kohl

Suite 708

Hart Senate Office Building .
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kohl:

The March issue of Co-op Currants, published monthly by the
La Crosse People's Food Co-op has one article of which is
enclosed a photocopy. The article contains statements which
because of their nature gave rise to concerns on our part.

Reports of casualties to U.S. personnel involved in the Fanana
invasions have appeared but casualties to the local populace
have not been publicly revealed. Joes your office have access
to such information? Can you establish the accuracy of the
report of a thousand inhabitants killed in the burning of a
slum area? Who is responsible for *he torching resulting in
these casualty figures?

Your interest in establishing the accuracy of such statements
is invited. We shall be appreciative of any clarifying infor-
mation related to these reports.

Sincerely,
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January 30, 1990 BILL N o

ELEVENTH DisTmicY

OF SUBCOMMITTEL
Colonel Fred K. Green, U.S.A. SPACE SCIENCE AND APPLICATIONS
Legal Advisor and legislative COMMITTEES:
Counsel to the Chairman, JCS O A AN TECnOLOGY

BANKING, FINANCE AND URBAN AFFAIRS

Joint Chiefs of Staff
The Pentagon, Roam 2E841
Washington, D.C. 20318-0001

Dear Colonel Green:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mrs. Victoria I. Dragseth,
whose correspondence is attached. I would appreciate it if you would look
into this matter and respond as soon as possible: Please respond to my
Melbourne office.

Your attention to my interest in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

BN:sel

02428

IN RESPONSE, PLEASE REPLY TO:

WABHINGTON OFICE MELsouRng OFncE QRLANDD OFfcCE KissiMMEE OrmCcE (407 D4T7-1280
2404 Ravaunm House Ormce BUILDING T80 SOUTH APOLLO BLVD.. SuITe 12 Frocmaw BuiLOnG, Surre 300 MERRTT ISLANG OFFICE (407) 433-9324
WasrinaTan, 0.C. 20515-0012 MILBOURNL FLOmDA 32901-1423 ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32801-2225 TrITusviLLE OFncE (407) 288-1778
1202)225-3871 (407) 6781776 (407) 8411776 VERQ BracH OrrcE (407) S80-1978



JAN 4 IS%
January 7, %990.

Dear Honorablefmfwzssmn ‘3"// }73/&07)

I am writing you this letter to bring to your attention the
abduction and ruthless execution of an American citizen, my
husband Raymond M. Dragseth. On December the twentieth, the
night of the U.S. invasion of Panama my husband was taken frommy
house at gunpoint by a group of men who identified themselves as
members of the Panamanian Defense Forces. For eight days my
daughter and I anguished over his fate. Every time the phone
rang we answered it with a mixture of hope and despair.

Finally, on the twenty-seventh of December, we learned that he
had been executed. He was merciléssly shot five to seven times

with an automatic weapon.

Throughout this entire time, and up until the present we -
have received minimal amounts of aid from U.S. authorities. This
has come as a great shock to me since I was under the impression
that the action was taken to protect U.S. citizens, yet during
the invasion we were offered no assistance more importantly, the
long standing instructions we were given (and with which we
complied) contemplated either advance warning or evacuation as
required by the developing situation. It was only after my high
profile in the media and.criminal charges that I filed in the
Republic of Panama against Noriega that I received military protec-
tion, which could be withdrawn at any time. I am now the scle
support of my two children who are in college, a role I cannot
fulfill with my temporary position. I am asking you, as cne of
the highest legislative officials of my government not only to
find a way to offer support for my family but also the reason why
we, as U.S. citizens, were not protected in this time of crisis.
I know that my husband was only one of many lives that were lost,
but he was one of only three Americans civilians who died. I
submit that there is no rational explanations for this lack of
protection and compassion by U.S. authorities who carried out the
liberation of Panama but omitted steps to protect their own

nationals.

Thank you for your cooperation and concern

RECE[\_/‘—"‘ Sincerely, .
WNggiwy —Chibiin L.

VICTORIA I. DRA
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