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37 (PCXX) . %07/29/87% *08:16:29.4.3*
2CZC 13:15:13Z (PC) i

R 2911532 JUL 87
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC .
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC N
RUETIAH/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD >
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC :
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI L
RUETIAQ/MPC FT GEORGE G MEADE MD ; v
RUEALGX/SAFE . .
R 291148Z JUL 87 \\)/Jw

/

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW/MTA TEAM// AN
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DAM/VO-PW// //A
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// ) . B
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-I1SA/PW-MIA// uﬁ.a
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// //ﬁ
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// N\
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC.
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBEKR> P! H1
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR
RUEHGP/USDAO SINGAPORE
RUEHML/USDAO MANILA
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG
BT
EZ1:
BANGKOK TH//PW/ 3227686

THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT

SERIAL: IR 687028 0038 BT™
COUNTRY ““VIETNAM (VM)

suBJ: I1IR 6 024 0038-'B7/VINH QUANT B
- RE-EDUCATION CAMP

SOURCE: S o - A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE
AND FORMER CAPTAIN IN THE RVN ARMED FORCES. SOURCE WAS
WAS DETAINED IN JUNE 1975 AND WAS INCARCERATED IN
VARIOUS RE-EDUCATION CAMPS IN SOUTH AND NORTH VIETNAM
UNTIL HIS RELEASE IN JULY 1984, HIS RELIBALITY HAS NOT
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ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. THIS
REPORT PROVIDES SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION TO IIR 6 024
0025 87 /RE-EDUCATION CAMPS IN VIETNAM. THIS REPORT
PROVIDES LIMITED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
VINH QUANG B RE-EDUCATION CAMP, THE BA SAO RE-EDUCATION
CAMPS, AND AN OBSERVATION OF BA VI MOUNTAIN.

TEXT: 1. 1IR 6 024 0025 87, REPORTED
SOURCE HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED IN 1978 FROM A RE-EDUCATION
CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE TO TAM DAO CAMP, VINH
PHU. IN A SUPPLEMENTAL INTERVIEW, SOURCE RECALLED THAT
THE CAMP HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO IN 1978 AND HAD
IDENTIFIED IN HIS EARLIER REPORT AS "TAM DO CAMP" WAS
REFERRED TO AS "VINH QUANG B". THE VINH QUANG B CAMP

WAS LOCATED AT VINH QUANG HAMLET (CNA), DAO TRU VILLAGE,

TAM DAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE//GEOCOORD 2121N
10S00E//, NORTH VIETNAM. THERE WERE AT LEAST TWO CAMPS
AT VINH QUANG., THE FIRST, VINH QUANG A, WAS A
HEADQUARTERS CAMP HOUSING CADRE AND GUARD STAFF. THE
SECOND CAMP, VINH QUANG B., WAS LOCATED ABOUT TWO
KILOMETERS WEST. VINH QUANG B HELD FORMER RVN

RE-EDUCATION PRISONERS. THERE WERE NO FOREIGN PRISONERS.

2. IN 1982, SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO A CAMP VIC
DA SAQC, HA NAM NINH PROVINCE. NO NAME OR NUMBER WAS
RECALLED ASSOCIATED WITH THEZ BA SAO CAMP. SOURCE
BELIEVED FROM HEARSAY THAT THE CAMP WAS A PART OF THE
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION, BUT COULD PROVIDE NO FURTHER
DETAILS. THE CAMP HELD FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE SENIOR
OFFICERS, POLITICIANS, NATIONAL ASSEMBLYMEN AND
RELIGIOUS LEADERS (CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT AND CAO DAT)
(NFIY.

3. SOURCE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE GEOGRAPHIC
REFERENCE TO "BAT BAT". HOWEVER, HE RECALLED HAVING
SEEN BA VI MOUNTAIN FROM A DISTANCE. THERE APPEARED T0
HAVE BEEN SEVERAL BARRACKS TYPE BUILDINGS AND "MANV"
ANTENNAS AND POSSIBLY RADARS ON THE TOP OF BA VI . (BA
VI MOUNTAIN - VICINITY OF NUI BA VI//UTMCOORD WJ
3828//. HE ASSUMED THIS MAY HAVE BEEN A COMMUNICATIONS
FACILITY BUT COULD PROVIDE NO FURTHER DETAILS. HE HAD NO
KNOWLEDGE OF ANY POSSIBLE PRISON CAMPS OR OTHER
FACILITIES IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA.

COMMENTS THIS IS THE THIRD REPORT FROM SOURCE.
SOURCE PROVIDED REPORTS IN IIR 6 024 0000 87 SC

AND REPORT IIR 6 024 0000 87/RE-EUUCAIIUN CAMPS

IN VIETNAM, SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE AND CONSISTENT
DURING QUESTIONING.
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PAGE : 0017
ENVELOPE
CDSN = LGX586 MCN = B89152/125156 TOR = 891520612

R 0106102 JUN B89
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE
R 0106112 JUN 89
FM JUCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI1//J3//
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA//
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//0CJCS-PW-MIA/JS5// .
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC//
A RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//

. RUEADWW/WHI TEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC//

RUHHHMA /CORUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//TAPC-PED-H//

BT
CONTROLS
- LIAISON BANGKOK 26533 , |
JUN 89 !
BODY
SUBJ: JCRC RPT  .89-039; CRASH OF US AIRCRAFT IN NORTH
g ! VIJETNAM; HEARSAY OF DEATH OF PILOT !

1. SQURCE/ADMINISTRATIVE DATA:

- A. NAME: £cC

- B. DPOB: SO

- C. PROFESSION:

- PRE-1975: STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HANOI

- POST-1975: ASSIGNED TO THE WEST ASIA-
AFRICA SECTION OF THE SRV FOREIGN MINISTRY FOR SIX
YEARS (SEE COMMENTS)

- D. PRESENT LOCATION: mw Adv

- E. IDENTIFTICATION DATA:

- F. EDUCATIONAL LEVEL: 17 YEARS (UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE)

- G. LANGUAGES SPOKEN: VIETNAMESE (NATIVE); ENGLISH
(GOOD); FRENCH (GOOD); MANDARIN (GOOD); CANTONESE
(GOOD)

- H. STATUS: ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT

- 1. FINAL ADDRESS IN VIETNAM: .W‘V

- J. DATE DEPARTED VIETNAM: 21 AUG 88

- K. INTERVIEW DATA: SOURCE WAS INTERVIEWED AT CAPE
COLLINSON CAMP ON 9 MAY 89 BY GARRY L. SMITH, CWw3, USA.
- L. MAP USED: MAP SHEET 6150 I; 1:50,000.
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2. SUMMARY: SOURCE REPORTED FIRSTHAND
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH SITE OF A US AIRCRAFT
IN THE VICINITY OF PHU THO VILLAGE (WH 823019), HA DONG
PROVINCE IN OCTOBER 1972. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE PILOT
WAS KILLED BY THE MILITIA.

3. INFORMATION.

: A. IN OCTOBER 1972, SOURCE WAS LIVING IN PHU
THO VILLAGE, HA DONG PROVINCE, AS A RESULT OF HIS
FATHER’S GOVERNMENT OFFICE, THE REUNIFICATION COMMITTEE
(CP 72), BEING MOVED FROM HANOI AS PART OF THE
DISPERSAL (SO TAN) PROGRAM, AT ABOUT 1200-1300 HOURS
ONE DAY THAT MONTH, SOURCE AND HIS FAMILY WERE HAVING
LUNCH ON A BALCONY OF THEIR HOME WHEN HE SAW AN
ATRCRAFT IN THE DISTANCE AND A GROUND-LAUNCHED MISSILE
HEADING TOWARD IT. SOURCE DIDN'T KNOW FROM WHERE THE
MISSILE WAS LAUNCHED. THE MISSILE MISSED THE AIRCRAFT,
BUT THE PILOT WENT AHEAD AND EJECTED. SOURCE NEVER
KNEW WHERE THE AIRCRAFT EVENTUALLY CRASHED.

B. SOURCE AND HIS FAMILY WATCHED AS THE
PILOT'S WHITE PARACHUTE DRIFTED DOWNWARD WHILE
VILLAGERS AND MILITIA MEMBERS HEADED TOWARD THE PLACE
THE PILOT WAS DESCENDING. SOURCE AND HIS FAMILY DOID
NOT GO TO SEE THE PILOT AND WERE NOT WITNESSES TO WHAT
ﬁ£>2mvamO AFTERWARD HOWEVER, SOURCE HEARD LATER THAT
AFTERNOON THAT A MILITIA MEMBER FROM ANOTHER VILLAGE
KILLED THE PILOT. SOURCE HEARD THE PILOT WAS A
LIEUTENANT. SOURCE.NEVER SAW THE PILOT'S GRAVE, BUT
HEARD THAT HE WAS BURIED SOMEWHERE (NFI) NEAR PHU THO
VILLAGE.

4. COMMENTS.

A. BECAUSE OF SOURCE’S EDUCATION AND PREVIOUS
EMPLOYMENT, HE HAS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF PERSONALITIES
AND ACTIVITIES OF THE SRV FOREIGN MINISTRY TO INCLUDE
THE VIETNAMESE OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS
(VNOSMP) .

- _8, SOURCE STATED THAT HIS FATHER-IN-LAW,
1W\HV Gncmnmzqiqzm =p
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PAGE: 0015
ENVELOPE
CDSN = LGX576 MCN = 89159/03383 TOR = A91590201

R 0B0158Z JUN 89

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC

RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DOC
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC
RUEALGX/SAFE

R 080156Z JUN 89

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIa
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC KARL JACKSON//
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA//
RUHQHQA /USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/4233/J3/J36//
RUEAITIA/CIA WASHDC

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BAKRDEK> ri i
RUEHKL/USDAC KUALA LUMPUR

RIYEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG

BT

CONTROLS

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0228 89.

BODY

JF*¥sxsxxvix THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *#**%**xxksix/
COUNTRY: LAOS (LA).

SUBJ: 11x 6 024 0228 B9/RE-INTERVIEW ON LIVE SIGHTING

OF NINE ALLEGED AMERICAN PW IN VINH PROVINCIAL PRISON IN
1973

DOI: 730300.

i
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PAGE: 0016

SOURCE : S N /SOURCE IS A

HMONG REFUGEE RESIDENT OF CHIANG KHAM CAMP, THAILAND., HE $
CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED IN THE VINH PROVINCIAL
PRISON IN MARCH 1973 WHEN HE MADE THE OBSERVATIONS
CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT
BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. SOURCE

REAFFIRMS HIS REPORT OF LIVE SIGHTING OF NINE ALLEGED

AMERICANS AT THE VINH, VIETNAM PROVINCIAL PRISON IN 1973,

BUT CHANGES MAJOR ELEMENTS OF HIS STORYV. .

TEXT:

1. JCRC 88-011 REPORTED THAT SOURCE BRIEFLY SAW
NINE FOREIGN PRISONERS -- SEVEN CAUCASIANS AND TWO BLACKS
—~ AT THE VINH PROVINCIAL PRISON, VIETNAM, WHEN HE
ARRIVED THERE ON 8 MAR 73. A MONTH LATER , SOURCE
LEARNED THE FOREIGN PRISONERS--WHO WERE SAID TO BE
AMERICANS--WERE TRANSFERRED OUT. SOURCE HEARD THAT THEY
HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TO A CAVE IN HOUA PHAN PROVINCE,
LAOS, AND LATER LEARNED FROM A HMONG PRISONER WHO HAD
BEEN IN HOUA PHAN AS LATE AS 1985, THAT THE SAME NINE
AMERICAN PRISONERS WERE STILL BEING HELD THERE. IN THE
STONY BEACH INTERVIEWS (SEE FOLLOWING TEXT), SOURCE
DEPARTED SIGNIFICANTLY FROM THE STORY HE TOLD JCRC (SEE
PARA 5).

2. IN 1966 SOURCE JOINED AN ADC (VILLAGE
MILITIA) UNIT NEAR LAT HOUANG //UTMCOORDS--48QUG0844//.
AFTER FIVE YEARS WITH THE ADC, HE JOINED SGU FORCES AND
WAS ASSIGNED TO BATTALION 229 WHICH OPERATED FROM PHON
SAWAN NORTH TOWARD SAM NEUA. SOURCE’S BROTHER-IN-LAW,
((PA)) GER YANG, NORMALLY ASSIGNED TO A ROYAL LAO ARMY
UNIT KNOWN TO SOURCE AS THE 21ST BATTALION, SOMETIMES
SUBSTITUTED FOR SOURCE AT SOURCE’S SGU ASSIGNMENT .

3. ON 15 MAR 73 SOURCE WAS ON DUTY WITH
BATTALION 229 AT SALA PHOU KHOUN //UTMCOORDS--48QTG2852//
WHEN THE BATTALION CAME UNDER ATTACK BY VIETNAMESE
FORCES. SOURCE SUSTAINED A GUNSHOT WOUND TO THE RIGHT
SIDE OF HIS CHEST, AND LOST CONCIOUSNESS. SOURCE WAS
CAPTURED BY THE VIETNAMESE WHILE UNCONCIOUS. HE AWOKE
ABOARD A TRUCK ENRQUTE TO MUANG SOUI //UTMCOORDS~~
48QTG7959// ALONG WITH TwO OTHER WOUNDED HMONG PRISONERS,
THREE ABLE-BODIED HMONG PRISONERS AND TWO VIETNAMESE
GUARDS. THE TRUCK PASSED THROUGH PHON SAWAN
//UTMCOORDS--48QUG1252// WHERE THE UNINJURED PRISONERS
WERE TAKEN OFF. THE TRUCK CONTINUED TO VINH, VIETNAM BY
ROUTE SEVEN WITH ONLY THE THREE WOUNDED MEN AND THEIR
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PAGE: 0017
GUARDS; NO OTHER PASSENGERS WERE TAKEN ON. THE TRIP TOOK
FOUR DAYS AND FOUR NIGHTS. ON ARRIVAL IN VINH, THE TRUCK
WENT DIRECTLY TO THE VINH PROVINCIAL PRISON. THE PRISON
IS A 100-METER SQUARE ENCLOSED BY A° FOUR-METER MASONRY
WALLY WITH GATES IN THE CENTER OF THE FRONT AND REAR
WALLS. INSIDE ARE NUMEROUS ONE-STOREY BUILDINGS, NONE
CLOSER THAN SIX METERS TO THE PERIMETER WALL. BY THE
TIME OF ARRIVAL, SOURCE WAS AMBULATORY.  SOURCE AND HIS
COMPANIONS WERE IMMEDIATELY PLACED IN A SMALL ROOM NEAR
THE FRONT ENTRANCE. HE COULD NOT RECALL BUILDING OR ROOM
NUMBERS. THE PRISONERS WERE NOT SEARCHED, AND SOURCE
OBSERVED NO REGISTRATION OR OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITY
PERTAINING TO HIS GROUP. THE FOLLOWING MORNING SOURCE
WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM FOR TRANSPORT TO A NEARBY
HOSPITAL., UPON EXITING THE ROOM, SOURCE OBSERVED A GROUP
OF NINE MEN, SEVEN CAUCASIANS AND TWO BLACKS OR DARK- *
SKINNED ORIENTALS STACKING BUNDLES OF WHAT SOURCE
BELIEVED TO BE THEIR PERSONAL BELONGINGS ON A TRUCK. THE
MEN WORE DARK BLUE PRISON UNIFORMS AND ALL WERE IN HEAVY
LEG IRONS AND CHAINS, BUT NONE WAS IN ANY TYPE OF HAND
IRONS. THE ENTIRE GROUP APPEARED DESPONDENT AND
WITHDRAWN,, OF THE TWO BLACK MEN, ONE WAS HEAVILY BUILT
WHILE THE OTHER WAS EXCEPTIONALLY TALL AND THIN. TWO OF
THE CAUCASIANS WERE BEARDED. SOURCE NOTED NO
INFIRMITIES. HE COULD RECALL NO ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTIVE
DETAILS. THIS OBSERVATION LASTED LESS THAN TEN MINUTES.
D STANCE WAS 30-40 METERS. THE PRISONERS REMAINED
WAITING BESIDE THE TRUCK WHILE SOURCE WAS TAKEN AWAY BY
JEEP TO A HOSPITAL IN VINH CITY,.

4. SOURCE REMAINED AT THE HOSPITAL FOR
APPROXIMATELY THIRTY DAYS, THEN RETURNED TO THE VINH
PRISON WHERE HE HEARD FROM OTHER PRISONERS THAT THE
CAUCASIANS AND BLACKS HE HAD OBSERVED HAD BEEN MOVED TO
CONFINEMENT AT THAM EW (U/L), A CAVE IN HOUA PHAN
PROVINCE, LAOS. HE COULD NOT NAME OTHER PRISONERS HELD
WITH HIM. SOURCE REMAINED IN PRISON AT VINH FOR
APPROXIMATELY SIX MORE MONTHS, THEN WAS RETURNED TO XIANG
KHOUANG WHERE HE ESCAPED AND JOINED RESISTANCE FORCES.

IN 1986 SOURCE FLED TO THAILAND AND ENTERED THE REFUGEE
SYSTFM AT BAN VINAI,

5. THE STONY BEACH INTERVIEWS PRODUCED WHOLESALE
DISCREPANCIES FROM THE STORY SOURCE REPORTED TO JCRC.

A. . SOURCE TOLD JCRC HE WAS A MEMBER OF 1ST
COMPANY, 21ST BATTALION. ONCE HE HAD TOLD SB THAT HE WAS
AN SGU SOLDIER, HE RESORTED TO THE BROTHER-IN-LAW
EXPLANATION.

B. SOURCE WAS QUICK TO SUPPLY THE DATE OF HIS
CAPTURE AS 15 MAR 73 AND WAS SURE THAT IT TQOOK FOUR DAYS
TO REACH VINH. CONFRONTED WITH THE 6 MAR 73 DATE OF
CAPTURE AND 8 MAR 73 DATE OF ARRIVAL AT VINH SUPPLIED TO

M
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JCRC., HE BLAMED THE JCRC INTERVIEWER FOR RECORDING HIS ;
INFORMATION IN ERROR.

c. SOURCE STATED THAT THE TRUCK THAT CARRIED HIM
TO0 VINH NEVER ENTERED XIANG KHOUANG TOWN //UTMCOORDS--
48QUG265397//, ALTHOUGH HE SPECIFICALLY TOLD JCRC THAT
THE TRUCK STOPPED AND DISCHARGED PASSENGERS THERE.
FURTHER, HE TOLD JCRC THAT AT NONG HET //UTMCOORDS--
4BQUGO46550// THE TRUCK PICKED UP THE SIX HMONG
PASSENGERS OF A DOWNED PORTER AIRCRAFT AIRCRAFT, BUT
REPEATEOLY DENIED TO SB THAT THE TRUCK HAD TAKEN ON ANY
ADDITIONAL PASSENGERS. AGAIN, HE ATTRIBUTED THIS ERROR
TO JCRC.

D. . ~ REGARDING EVENTS AT THE VINH PRISON, SOURCE
TOLD JCRC HE ARRIVED THERE ON A LITTER, BUT TOLD SB HE
WAS STILL VERY WEAK BUT AMBULATORY. HE WAS UNABLE T0
SUPPLY A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRISON TO SB AS HE
HAD DONE FOR JCRC. HIS TWO ACCOUNTS OF THE ACTUAL
SIGHTING OF THE ALLEGED AMERICAN PRISONERS, SPECIFICALLY
THEIR ACTIVITY AND THE USE OF LEG IRONS VICE THE FIGURE-
EIGHT WRIST IRONS DESCRIBED TO JCRC, ARE ALSO AT ODDS.

E. AT THE 21 FEB 89 INTERVIEW, SOURCE DENIED
KNOWING 7vA &S

. Al ITHE 2/ APKLIL Y9 INIEKVIEW HE
ABMITTED KNOWING NAM € BUT STATED THAT HE HAD NOT
SEEN HIM SINCE 1978 VICINITY PHON SAWAN SOURCE STATED
THAT IN 1985 HE MET A PATERNAL UNCLE, ~AMmE

AT BAN VINAI WHO TOLD HIM THAT THE NINE ALLEGED AMERICANS
WERE STILL AT THAM EW. REMINDED THAT HE DID NOT ARRIVE
AT BAN VINAI UNTIL 1986, SOURCE ALLOWED THAT HE MIGHT NOT
REMEMBER THE EXACT TIME OF THE MEETING.

COMMENTS :

1. SOURCE WAS RE-INTERVIEWED AT CHIANG KHAM CAMP ON

21 FEB B89 AND 27 APR B9. IN LIGHT OF MASSIVE
DISCREPANCIES, SOURCE IDENTITY wAS CONFIRMED BY THE RIGHT
RIB CAGE SCAR DESCRIBED BY JCRC INTERVIEWER.

2. RO BELIEVES THAT THE SOURCE LIES. JCRC
INTERVIEWER GADOURY IS HIGHLY COMPETENT AND DID NOT MAKE
THE ERRORS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM BY SOURCE. SOURCE WAS BY
TURNS INGRATIATING, EVASIVE, AND REMOTE. HE WAS SIMPLY
TOO GLIB IN EXPLAINING CONTRADICTIONS THAT DEVELOPED JUST
IN THE TWO SB INTERVIEWS. AFTER A LONG STAY IN BAN VINAIL
AND CHIANG KHAM, HE IS SEEKING AN ADVANTAGE IN GAINING
RESETTLEMENT.

ADMIN
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ENVELOPE =

HEADER A
R 271532Z MAY 88

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC ///’
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE

R 261553Z MAY 88 !

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC C LIAISON BANGKOK TH
RUEHBK/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU U HI//J2/J3/J36/J233//
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC//
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC-

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD.
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//
BT

NSC FOR RICHARD CHILDRESS

-0571/V0-PH
SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0047-88
BODY
PASS: N/A
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM)

SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0U4T7-88/LIEN HOA PRISON

PAGE 02 RUEKJCS0620

SOURCE: A VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT WHO HAS BEEN A RELIABLE
REPORTER TO DATE.

SUMMARY : LIEN HOA PRISON IN PHU THO PROVINCE CONFINED
UNIDENTIFIED COMMANDO PRISONERS DURING THE 1960S

TEXT:

1. DURING THE LATE 1960S, WHILE SOURCE WAS A STUDENT IN PHU

THO PROVINCE, LOCAL VILLAGERS TOLD HIM THAT UNIDENTIFIED COMMANDO
PRISONERS HAD ESCAPED FROM A NEARBY PRISON. THE PRISON WAS KNOWN
AS LIEN HOA PRISON BECAUSE IT WAS LOCATED IN LIEN HOA VILLAGE, PHU
NINH DISTRICT, PHU THO PROVINCE. THE SAME VILLAGERS RELATED THE
PEOPLE'S ARMED PUBLIC SECURITY FORCE GUARDS WITH GUARD DOGS SET OFF
TO LOCATE THE ESCAPED COMMANDOS AND ONE OF THE COMMANDOS KILLED A
GUARD DOG. THE VILLAGERS NEVER MENTIONED THE NATIONALITY OF THE
COMMANDOS BUT THEY WERE PRESUMED TO BE VIETNAMESE OR THE VILLAGERS
WOULD HAVE IDENTIFIED THEM AS AMERICANS.

2. VO-PW COMMENT: A NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS
WERE IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM DURING THE WAR YEARS. THE ONLY
KNOWN DETENTION SITE FOR COMMANDOS IN FORMER PHU THO PROVINCE WAS

D
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PAGE 03 RUEKJCS0620

YEN HOA AND YEN THO PROVINCES, LOCATED IN VILLAGES BY THE SAME
NAME, NCITHER OF WHICH CORRELATE TO LIEN HOA PRISON. THESE TWO
PRISONS WERE LATER COMBINED INTO TAN LAP PRISON AFTER THE COMBINING
OF PHU THO AND VINH PHUC PROVINCES INTO VINH PHU PROVINCE. THERE
WAS ONE ABORTIVE PRISONER ESCAPE FROM YEN THO PRISON IN 1965 BUT NO
PRISONER ACTUALLY ESCAPED OUTSIDE THE PRISON.

BT
#0620
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PAGE
INQUIRE=DOC5D - '
ITEM NO=00550U462

ENVELOPE

HEADER

R 2822572 MAY 88

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC
RUETIAH/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC
RUETIAQ/MPC FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
RUEALGX/SAFE

R 241915Z MAY 88

FM DET 21 AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC

INFO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC //INR/IC/CD//
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI

RUEHBK/JCRC LNO BANGKOK TH Y

BT [y
A

SECTION 01 OF 04 SN

SERIAL: IIR 1 517 0259 88.

BODY

JRERXRXXEXEE THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *¥¥¥XXx¥x¥%¥/

PASS: FOR DIA/VO-PW, PASS TO MR BOB HYP.

COUNTRY : VIETNAM (VM).

SUBJ: IIR 1 517 0259 88/REEDUCATION EXPERIENCES OF SOURCE
oX%

- o - — - — — - - - -

- — - — - - —— - - - - -

DOI: 820200.

PAGE 02 RUEOFUA0833
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SOURCE: ov _ AN IMMIGRANT FROM VIETNAM WHO WAS
IMPRISONED FOR FOUR YEARS IN THE VIETNAMESE REEDUCATION SYSTEM.
SOURCE'S RELIABILITY IS QUESTIONABLE BECAUSE THERE WERE SEVERAL
INCONSISTENCIES IN HIS STORY.

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONEY BEACH REPORT.
SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN THE FOLLOWING REEDUCATION CAMPS -- HOC
MON, SUOI MOU CAMP, LIEN TRAI 3 (NGHIA LO), LIEN TRAL 6 (YEN BAI),
LIEN TRAI 5 (TUYEN QUANG), AND TAN LAP PRISON (VINH PHU). SOURCE
KNEW A CAUCASIAN-LOOKING VIETNAMESE IN PRISON. ENCLOSURE.

TEXT:

1. INTRODUCTION.  THIS REPORT FORWARDS INFORMATION ON THE
SOURCE'S ACTIVITIES BEFORE AND AFTER THE FALL OF SAIGON. IT ALSO
PROVIDES GENERAL INFORMATION ON SEVERAL CAMPS AND A HOSPITAL IN
NORTH VIETNAM WHERE SOURCE WAS HELD DURING THE TIME HE WAS
INCARCERATED IN THE VIETNAMESE REEDUCATION SYSTEM.

2. IN 1970, SOURCE COMMANDED THE 11TH TANK SQUADRON IN
THE 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT IN THE ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM (ARVN). SOURCE WAS SELECTED IN 1971 AS AN INSTRUCTOR FOR
THE ARVN ARMORED SCHOOL. FROM 1973 UNTIL THE FALL OF SAIGON, HE

PAGE 03 RUEOFUA0833
SERVED AS HEAD OF THE MANAGEMENT AND TRAINING DEPARTMENT AT THE ARVN
ARMORED SCHOOL.

. ON 13 JUNE 1975, AFTER THE FALL OF SAIGON, SOURCE WAS
INSTRUCTED TO REPORT FOR REEDUCATION AT THE SAIGON TECHNICAL
INSTITUTE. (FIELD COMMENT--SOURCE RECEIVED A LETTER SEVERAL WEEKS
AFTER THE FALL TELLING HIM WHERE AND WHEN TO REPORT.) WHEN SOURCE
ARRIVED AT THE INSTITUTE, HE WAS TAKEN PRISONER AND WAS GUARDED IN
AN AREA NEAR THE ENTRANCE OF THE INSTITUTE UNTIL NINE OTHER PEOPLE
WERE COLLECTED. SOURCE'S GROUP OF TEN WAS GIVEN A "TEAM NUMBER" AND
THEN SENT TO A CLASSROOM IN THE INSTITUTE, WHERE THEY WERE HELD FOR
TWO DAYS. (SOURCE COMMENT--FROM 13-15 JUNE 1975, MORE THAN 3,000
FORMER ARVN MAJORS REPORTED TO THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE FOR
REEDUCATION. DURING THE SAME THREE DAYS, FORMER ARVN LIEUTENANT
COLONELS AND HIGHER RANKING ARVN OFFICERS ALSO REPORTED FOR '
REEDUCATION AT OTHER LOCATIONS IN SAIGON. THE OTHER REPORTING
LOCATIONS WERE UNKNOWN.)

y, AT 2300 HOURS ON 15 JUNE 1975, ALL PRISONERS WERE
TAKEN TO THE INSTITUTE SCHOOL YARD WHERE THEY WERE LOADED ONTO
MOLOTOVA TRUCKS -- 30 PRISONERS (THREE TEAMS) PER TRUCK. THE
PRISONERS WERE TAKEN TO A DETENTION FACILITY IN HOC MON CITY (oLD

PAGE O4 RUEOFUA0833

NAME). (FIELD COMMENT--THERE WERE THREE GUARDS AND A DRIVER IN EACH <
OF THE TRUCKS. THE TRUCKS WERE COVERED WITH CANVAS TO CONCEAL THE
PRISONERS INSIDE. THE TRAVEL TIME FROM SAIGON TO HOC MON NORMALLY -~
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TOOK 15 TO 30 MINUTES. HOWEVER, WHEN SOURCE WAS TRANSPORTED WITH
HIS TEAM FROM THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE TO HOC MON, IT TOOK ALMOST
FIVE HOURS. THE CONVOY FOLLOWED A ROUTE THAT WAS MEANT TO DISORIENT
THE PRISONERS. WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT HOC MON, MOST PRISONERS KNEW
WHERE THEY WERE ANYWAY BECAUSE MANY WERE FROM THE SAIGON AREA OR
HAD BEEN STATIONED THERE AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER.)
5. ON 8 MARCH 1976, SOURCE AND HIS TEAM WERE MOVED TO
ANOTHER DETENTION FACILITY AT SOUI MOU CAMP IN BIEN HOA CITY (OLD
NAME). ON 5 JULY 1976, SOURCE AND THE OTHER FORMER ARVN MAJORS WERE
TAKEN TO A PORT AT TAN CANG (NEW NAME; OLD LOCATION OF A PORT THE US
USED EXTENSIVELY DURING THE WAR) WHERE THEY WHERE PLACED IN THE
BILGE OF A SHIP AND TAKEN TO HAIPHONG, NORTH VIETNAM. (SOURCE
COMMENT--THE NAME OF THE SHIP WAS "SONG HUNG," AND THE TRIP LASTED
THREE NIGHTS AND TWO DAYS. ALL 3,000 MAJORS WERE PLACED ON A DECK
DEEP IN THE SHIP THAT WAS VERY DIRTY AND PARTIALLY FILLED WITH FOUL
SMELLING WATER. THEY RECEIVED ONLY ONE MEAL DURING THE VOYAGE,
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WHICH CONSISTED OF CHINESE C-RATIONS.)

6. WHEN THE PRISONERS DISEMBARKED IN HAIPHONG, THERE WAS
A LARGE GROUP OF ARMED PUBLIC SECURITY TROOPS AND DOGS ON THE DOCK.
AFTER ALL 3,000 PRISONERS WERE TAKEN OFF THE SHIP, THEY EACH WERE
GIVEN TWO BANANAS AND A SMALL LOAF OF BREAD. THE PRISONERS WERE
GIVEN A SHORT TIME TO EAT, THEN WERE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS OF 50. THE
GUARD FORCE THAT MET THE PRISONERS ALSO DIVIDED SO THERE WERE FOUR
GUARDS FOR EACH GROUP OF PRISONERS. THE ENTIRE GROUP WAITED MORE
THAN THREE HOURS FOR A TRAIN TO ARRIVE, THEN THE PRISONERS WERE
LOADED INTO RAILROAD BOXCARS BY GROUPS OF 50. (FIELD COMMENT--THE
TEMPERATURE INSIDE THE BOXCARS WAS EXTREMELY HOT AND BREATHING
BECAME VERY DIFFICULT. THE PRISONERS WERE PACKED IN THE CARS SO
TIGHTLY THAT NO ONE COULD SIT OR LAY DOWN. SOURCE LATER HEARD THAT
TWO LIEUTENANT COLONELS SUFFOCATED IN ONE OF THE BOXCARS DURING A
PREVIOUS PRISONER SHIPMENT.) SOURCE WAS KEPT IN THE BOXCAR FOR TWO
DAYS UNTIL IT ARRIVED IN YEN BAI, WHERE ALL THE PRISONERS WERE TAKEN
OFF THE TRAIN AND LOADED ONTO MOLOTOVA TRUCKS. SOURCE AND ABOUT 350
OTHER PRISONERS WERE TRANSPORTED TO LIEN TRAIL 3 PRISON/REEDUCATION
CAMP NEAR NGHIA LO CITY.

7. . WHEN SOURCE AND HIS GROUP ARRIVED AT THE "CAMP," THERE
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WAS ONLY JUNGLE AND A ROAD LEADING BACK TO NGHIA LO. SOURCE AND THE
OTHER PRISONERS WERE PUT TO WORK IMMEDIATELY CLEARING THE JUNGLE AND
BUILDING THE CAMP FACILITIES. AFTER SEVERAL WEEKS, THE PRISONERS
CONSTRUCTED A CAMP THAT INCLUDED A PERIMETER FENCE, TEN OR 11
PRISONER HOUSES, AND SEVERAL OTHER BUILDINGS FOR THE CAMP COMMAND
PERSONNEL AND GUARDS. .

8. WHILE AT LIEN TRAI 3, SOURCE MET AN OLD FRIEND, NAm&
4 _ WHO ALSO WAS A FORMER ARVN ARMY MAJOR WHO HAD REPORTED
FOR REEDUCATION AT THE SAME TIME AS SOURCE. ware HAD A FAIR



o Bk

PAGE:0009
COMPLEXION, BLACK CURLY HAIR, LIGHT BROWN EYES, AND CAUCASOID FACIAL
FEATURES. (SOURCE COMMENT- wam¢ OFTEN WAS MISTAKEN FOR AN AMERICAN
WHILE SERVING WITH THE ARVN BEFORE THE FALL OF SAIGON. BECAUSE HIS
PHYSICAL FEATURES WERE CAUCASIAN-LIKE, HE MAY HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR
AN AMERICAN BY OTHERS IN THE CAMP. BECAUSE THE PRISONERS IN THE
CAMP WERE NEARLY ALWAYS SEGREGATED IN GROUPS OF 28-30 PEOPLE, THERE
WOULD HAVE BEEN LITTLE CHANCE FOR THOSE IN OTHER GROUPS TO LEARN
THAT #Av¢ REALLY WAS VIETNAMESE. wae¢ 1 CURRENTLY IS AT THE ZATA
DATH : AND HE HAS A BROTHER WHO LIVES IN

DATA SOURCE ALSO MET A SURGEON, MAJOR NGUYEN HUY HUNG, AND

A FORMER STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, MAJOR MAI THIN CHUNG, WHILE HE WAS AT
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LIEN TRAI 3. ‘

9. . ~ IN MAY 1977, SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO LIEN TRAI 6
NEAR YEN BAI. IN OCTOBER OF THAT YEAR, SOURCE BECAME SO WEAK AND
UNDERNOURISHED THAT HE FEARED HE WOULD DIE. TO GET A BREAK FROM THE
DEPRIVATION AND FORCED LABOR AT THE CAMP, SOURCE FEIGNED HAVING
ASTHMA SO HE COULD BE TEMPORARILY EXEMPTED FROM WORK DETAILS AND
POSSIBLY GET SEVERAL WEEKS OF REST AT A CLINIC OR HOSPITAL. BY
WHEEZING AND HYPERVENTILATING FOR 20 MINUTES BEFORE THE CAMP MEDIC'S
EXAMINATION, SOURCE WAS ABLE TO CONVINCE THE MEDIC AND CAMP
LEADERSHIP HE WAS SERIOUSLY ILL. AFTER ANOTHER WHEEZING AND
HYPERVENTILATING PERFORMANCE FOR THE CAMP GROUP "DOCTOR" (ANOTHER
MEDIC), SOURCE WAS TAKEN BY TRUCK TO DOAN 776 HOSPITAL IN NUYEN BAI.
10. ' SOURCE WAS ALLOWED TO STAY AT THE HOSPITAL FOR ALMOST
TWO MONTHS. MEDICAL CARE AT THE HOSPITAL WAS SUPERFICIAL AND HEALTH
CARE PERSONNEL WERE LARGELY INCOMPETENT. MEDICINE WAS IN SHORT
SUPPLY AND BANDAGES WERE REWASHED AND USED REPEATEDLY. TREATMENT
SOURCE RECEIVED INCLUDED TWO EPHIDRINE TABLETS PER DAY (WHICH SOURCE
THREW AWAY), VITAMIN TABLETS, AND ON ONE OCCASION AN INTRAVENOUS
INJECTION OF NOVOCAINE. (FIELD COMMENT--MOST OF THE MEDICINE AND
EQUIPMENT SOURCE SAW WAS CHINESE PRODUCED. DAILY "EXAMINATIONS"
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WERE NOTHING MORE THAN THE DOCTOR STEPPING INTO THE ROOM AND NOTING
WHICH PATIENTS WERE THERE. WHILE IN THE HOSPITAL, SOURCE LEARNED
THAT FORMER ARVN GENERAL NGUYEN XUAN TRANG ALSO WAS AT THE

HOSPITAL. MEDICAL PERSONNEL AT THE HOSPITAL REMOVED ONE OF THE
GENERAL'S EYES IN AN ATTEMPT TO CURE HIS MIGRAINE HEADACHES.)

SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM THE HOSPITAL AND SENT BACK TO LIEN TRAI 6
IN LATE NOVEMBER OR EARLY DECEMBER 1977.

1. ~ IN MAY 1978, SOURCE WAS MOVED BY TRUCK AND BOAT TO
LIEN TRAI 5 NEAR TUYEN QUANG CITY, AND HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP
PRISON NEAR VINH PHU CITY IN OCTOBER 1978. UNLIKE THE OTHER
MILITARY ONLY PRISONS WHERE HE PREVIOUSLY WAS ASSIGNED, TAN LAP
PRISON HAD CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PRISONERS AS WELL AS CONVICTED
CRIMINALS. AT TAN LAP, THE MILITARY PRISONERS WERE GIVEN
QUESTIONNAIRES TO FILL OUT THAT OUTLINED THEIR POLITICAL VIEWS. IF ~
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CAMP POLITICAL PERSONNEL FOUND SOMETHING THEY=DID NOT LIKE ABOUT A
PRISONER'S QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES, THE PRISONER'S REEDUCATION
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SENTENCE WOULD BE EXTENDED. (SOURCE COMMENT--IF A PRISONER TOLD THE
TRUTH ABOUT HIS WARTIME ACTIVITIES, HE WOULD BE MADE TO STAY LONGER
THAN THOSE WHO LIED ABOUT THEIR PAST. PRISONERS WHO WERE INFORMANTS
WERE NEVER SET FREE -- SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) POLITICAL
PERSONNEL BELIEVED INFORMANTS WERE UNRELIABLE AND THEREFORE COULD
NOT BE TRUSTED IF RELEASED.)

12. WHILE AT TAN LAP, SOURCE HEARD FROM SEVERAL OF HIS
FRIENDS THAT THERE WAS AN AMERICAN AT LIEN TRAI 2 NEAR SOU LAC CITY
WHO HELPED RUN A GENERATOR THAT POWERED PROJECTION EQUIPMENT USED
DURING POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION CLASSES. ALTHOUGH HE NEVER KNEW
ANYONE WHO ACTUALLY SPOKE WITH THE AMERICAN, SOURCE WAS TOLD THAT
THE AMERICAN WORE AN SRV ARMY UNIFORM BEARING CORPORAL INSIGNIA.

THE AMERICAN WENT BY THE NAME "HO CHI NAM."

13. SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM TAN LAP PRISON ON 19 OCTOBER
1979 AND ALLOWED TO RETURN TO HIS HOME IN HO CHI MINH CITY. (FIELD
COMMENT--SOURCE CLAIMED HE WAS RELEASED FROM THE REEDUCATION SYSTEM
SO HE COULD SEEK MEDICAL TREATMENT IN THE SOUTH.) AFTER LEAVING TAN
LAP PRISON, SOURCE TRAVELED THE ENTIRE DISTANCE BACK TO HO CHI MINH
CITY BY TRAIN. FROM 22 OCTOBER 1979 TO 10 FEBRUARY 1982, SOURCE
LIVED WITH HIS FAMILY IN HO CHI MINH CITY WHERE HE RECEIVED REGULAR
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TREATMENT FOR ACUTE MALNUTRITION AND OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS ACQUIRED
WHILE HE WAS IN PRISON. SOURCE CLAIMED HE HAD NO CONTACT WITH THE

" MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR (MOI) WHILE LIVING WITH HIS FAMILY IN HO

CHI MINH CITY.

14. ON 12 FEBRUARY 1982, SOURCE ESCAPED BY BOAT FROM HA
TIEN, VIETNAM, AND LANDED SEVEN DAYS LATER (ON 19 FEB 82) IN THE
LIEM SING-DISTRICT IN THAILAND. AFTER STAYING AT A THAI POLICE
FACILITY IN LIEM SING DISTRICT FOR NEARLY TWO MONTHS, HE WAS MOVED
0 THE SIK LIEU REFUGEE CAMP ON 8 APRIL 1982. SOURCE MOVED TO THE
PANAT NIKHOM REFUGEE CAMP IN THAILAND IN OCTOBER 1983. (FIELD
COMMENT--WHILE LIVING IN THE SIK LIEU AND PANAT NIKHOM REFUGEE CAMPS
IN THAILAND, SOURCE SERVED AS AN INTERPRETER FOR AN AMERICAN
DEBRIEFER WHO WAS WORKING THE VARIOUS REFUGEE CAMPS IN THAILAND FOR
PW/MIA INFORMATION. THE AMERICAN DEBRIEFER'S NAME SOUNDED LIKE
WLANGLOR" OR "LANGLORS" -- SOURCE COULD NOT RECALL THE NAME
EXACTLY. WHILE WORKING WITH THE AMERICAN DEBRIEFER, SOURCE CREATED
A QUESTIONNAIRE THAT HE GAVE TO FORMER ARVN MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO
WERE SUBJECTED TO THE SRV REEDUCATION SYSTEM. FORTY OF THESE
QUESTIONNAIRES ARE INCLUDED IN AN ENCLOSURE TO THIS REPORT.

COMMENTS: (FIELD COMMENTS)--WHEN THE DEBRIEFING BEGAN,
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SOURCE WAS VERY NERVOUS AND EMOTIONAL. HIS STATEMENTS WERE VERY
ABRUPT AND HE SEEMED FRUSTRATED WHEN ASKED TO REPEAT INFORMATION.
AS THE DEBRIEFING PROGRESSED, HE CALMED DOWN AND BECAME MORE
COOPERATIVE. AT ONE POINT, HE MENTIONED HE WANTED TO GET HIS SON
INTO THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY AND ASKED HOW HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO
THIS. HE ALSO ASKED IF WE COULD HELP HIM LOCATE GENERAL STILWELL, A
US ARMY GENERAL OFFICER WHO SERVED IN VIETNAM DURING THE WAR. HE
SAID GENERAL STILWELL ONCE OFFERED HIM A SILVER STAR FOR HIS SERVICE
DURING THE WAR, BUT SOURCE REFUSED IT THEN BECAUSE HE DIDN'T FEEL
RIGHT ACCEPTING A FOREIGN MEDAL FOR DEFENDING HIS OWN HOMELAND. AS
A PERMANENT RESIDENT NOW OF THE US, SOURCE WAS INTERESTED IN
RECEIVING HIS SILVER STAR TO HELP HIS SON'S CHANCES OF GETTING INTO
A US SERVICE ACADEMY. ALTHOUGH GENERAL STILWELL IS NOW RETIRED,
SOURCE WAS HOPING HE WOULD USE HIS INFLUENCE TO HELP HIM GET THE
MEDAL.

ANOTHER NOTEWORTHY DEVELOPMENT DURING THE DEBRIEFING WAS
SOURCE'S EASE AT RECALLING EXACT DATES AND TIMES. WITHOUT ANY
HESITATION, SOURCE PROVIDED VERY PRECISE DETAILS OF HIS ACTIVITIES
WHILE IN PRISON. HIS STORY SEEMED TOO POLISHED TO BE IMPROMPTU.
ALSO, WHEN HE WAS RELATING HIS EXPERIENCE AT THE HOSPITAL, HE SAID
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THAT AFTER APRIL 1979, PATIENTS AT THE HOSPITAL WERE ALLOWED TO HAVE
VISITORS. ONLY THOSE WHO APPEARED IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION,
THOUGH, WERE ACTUALLY ALLOWED VISITORS; PATIENTS WHO WERE SICK IN
BED WERE NOT PERMITTED TO HAVE VISITORS. WHEN COLLECTOR ASKED HOW
HE KNEW ABOUT THE HOSPITAL VISITATIONS IN APRIL 1979 (HE SAID HE WAS
THERE IN OCT-NOV 1977), SOURCE IMMEDIATELY SAID HE WAS TALKING ABOUT
THE PRISON AND NOT THE HOSPITAL. THIS REFERENCE TO SICK PEOPLE AT
HIS "CAMP" WAS COMPLETELY INCONSISTENT WITH HIS EARLIER STATEMENTS
IN WHICH HE CLEARLY ASSOCIATED VISITATIONS WITH THE DOAN 776
HOSPITAL. :
ANOTHER ASPECT PECULIAR TO THE SOURCE WAS HIS SEEMING
INDIFFERENCE TO HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER BACK IN HO CHI MINH CITY. THE
ONLY TIME THEY CAME UP WAS WHEN SOURCE RESPONDED TO A DIRECT
QUESTION THE COLLECTOR POSED REGARDING THEIR WELL-BEING. HIS
APPARENT LACK OF INTEREST IN THEIR WELFARE SEEMED ODD GIVEN THAT HE
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HAD NOT SEEN THEM FOR SEVERAL YEARS.
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" TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP ORGANIZATION CHART

(VINH PHU - NORTH VIETNAM)

Camp Headquarter
Tan Lap — Vinh Phu

- RL R2 R3 R4 R5 R6
Sub‘Camp Sub—Camp ub-Camp | | Sub-Camp Sub- Camp Sub—-Camp

Team 1, 2 , 3 .ccvnees
I.
Total prisoners of six subcamps: 4,000 persons.
Total Communist Security members: More than 1,000 members.

*Sub—Camp g&; Communist Supervisor: Major Phung Viet Bang.

I stayed in this sub-camp R4, there were about 600 political prisoners.

- Deputy Supervisor: Thuong My Cao Ba Dau

(VC grade between captain and lst Lieutenant)
- Deputy Supervisor Assistant: lst Lieutenant Vu Son.
Total Security members about 100 members. We have to enthusilast an area
about 200 hectares. Fodd is: salt and some kinds of manioc. .

Ration for every person/a day: 0,40 kg. (2/3 are corn and some kind of bad

‘cereals).

Normally, one security controlled 10 prisoners.

II.
The Situation and the 6-year story of comm@nist re—education camps in
North and South VN after April 30th 1975:
5 &
From June 23, 1975 until June 20, 1976: Detained in South VN in Suoi Mau,

Bien Hoa Province.



¥

rice, we never met them again.

o

From June 20, J76 to Oetober 1978: transferret 16 North VN oy'sﬁip;

I 1ived in several camps: Hai Phong, -Yen Bail, Nghia Lo, Hoang Lien Son

and Thac Ba Hydraullc electrlc dam.

S ot i B L

Spec1a1 News. in July 1§76 at Yen Ba1 J01nt Camp; when I'Wes in”T4'JointL

’amp had 1mprlsoned Amerlcan POW., We has met Amerlcan POW Bt

there, about 9 or 10 peqple, very sklnny and awfully tattered we were

v"ﬁot”e1lowed to approach them, the communlsts forced us “to go away carrylng"“

Bt WS R T e ae 2R ek T TSR

e e

'“*Also‘in'July“l976 we met one-American, he looked better (compared with

us), wearing civil clothing. He seemed Taciturn and spoke to nmobody. I
met him one evening when propaganda movies were screened, knowiog the
questions in our mind, they explained: - |

"This American soldier has been enlightened by Communist doctrine and
volunteered to stay in VN, he married a North Vietnamese gild.

Wwith a 200 Dong salary per month, he is working eagerly, serving in the

moving projectionist team, which works in concentration camps."

We tried to approach him but failed because of Communist intervention.

I think this is communist propaganda scheme.

bromrottober f97é to Februery 1981: When Sino-Vietnamese relations broke,
we came to be under police supervision. They moved us to Tan Lap Camp,
Vinh Phu Province (built in 1975). 1t 1iestorth—Western of Hanoi, 150
kilometers from it. This ie an endless mountainous dangerous area; the

camp formally was an inviolable communist war-zone.

In February 1981, I was set free. 1 could summise beforehand because of

International Political Powers exerted over Hanoli Regime.
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-~ On the moral of political prisoners:

== The Communist strictly carried out harsh policy to the POW: situation,

--

terrorism, .separation, ‘swspicion.

l)tAt“ﬁi:sp,_pecqgse of severe starvation and terrorism and high death

raté, our morale went down, some have sold their spirit to the Communist

. to exchange for a lot of extra food, they were finally punished by us for
warniﬂé,-we in’turn paid a very hard price. Several were shot down (I

§ Tl forgét their names).

2) After receiving aid from our families and due to unfavourable Interna-

tional sipuation for the Communist, all of us could hold our Fpi%it

unchanged although we were strictly supervised. Since then there were

= open oppositions: anti-hard-labour, life improvement, fewer labour

sﬁggestions. The most prominent incident happened at'Ham Tan POW camp

during th; New Year, we have burned the camp, refused our labour duty asked

for the release and we were not accused. A few low-ranking cadres were ‘

paid off. Néarly half of the North VN soldiers openly opposed their

leaders, they disagreed with the regime. They helped us know the world

-4 news and what happened outside (we were strictly forbidden to know about

theée news) . =

In brief: all POW aré high-spirited.and believe that:

- the situation is changing rapidly unfavourably to the Communist SO that

they must shrink back and they must release tﬁe never—sentenced prisoners

& ) - the U.S. government and his alien countries will never let us die slowly

in communist prison.
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Name

l.

2.

P 3.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.

Nguyen Quan Hau

Do Uan Nhuan

Nguyen Ngoc Minh - -

Néﬁyen Dinh Tho = "~

Nguyen Tien Tan

. Nguyen Tong Tien
-D56~Xﬁan'Long
. Ly Phat Tan T

. Vo Van Riet

Ta Quang Thanh

. Nguyen Phat An

. Tran Gia Hung

Vu Gia Bao

Dam Huu Mao

. Vu Duc Ninh
. Nguyen Dinh Van

. Le Van Phu

Vo Van Hue

Luong Van Canh
Vu Ngoc Ticu
Nguyen Phu Si
Do Duc Minh
Nguyen Van Vinh
Vo Cong Hau

Nguyen Van Quy

Rank

Captain

}st Lieutenant

Captain

2nd Licutenant

Sergeant, Ist
class

Captain
1"
Psywar Service

Captain

o k-

2nd Lieutenant

Captain

"

Name

26.

27.

- 28.
29.'LuonéVVaﬁ Mbi-

. 30.

31.

~32.

- 33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

Luong Van Bac

Nguyen Van Xuan

Tran Thai Binh - -

Nguyen Bao Riem _:Jﬂ”

Nguyen The Vinh

Le Rinh

Nguyen Van Mui -

Nguyen Loan -

Vo Ngoc Nhén
Nguyen Huu Chan
Nguyen Duc Trach
Vo Phuc Nghiep
Nguyen Gia‘Quyet
Nguyen Xuan Loc
Hoang Rinh Ngu
Dao Ngoc To
Nguyen Van Rien
Le Van Truoﬁg

Tran Vinh Tuong

- Rank

A Captain

1"

”"

Captain -

< e,

' ':.':'u...:«- ] st Lieutenant R



Officers set f1 by Communist

1. Duong Van Hoanh ~ Captain -
2. Nguyen Trung Hieu X "
3-uNguYeﬂ_iPY1?F°i.": "
4.,Chu Van'Tan ,<‘ _ ) "
5. Pham Duy Ly.' o
6. Nguyén.Ngoc Hung : "
7. Ngu&enﬂHuu'Phﬁoc ; Sergeant, lst class
8. Lam Dai Tong ~ Captain
; Officers killed in Re-ed. camp
:% ]. Nguyen Van Nam 2nd Lieutenant
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SOURCE:

FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A

FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE CAPTAIN.

SOURCE

OBTAINED THE INFORMATION THRCUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION
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WHILE AN INMATE AT THE:«CAMPS. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN

JUNE 1986. - ' -
TEXT: 1. FROM MAY 1976 TO OCTOBER 1977 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT
REEDUCATION CAMP-4 OF PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) GROUP 776 IN
HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. REEDUCATION CAMP-12 WAS
LOCATED ALONG THE MAIN ROAD FROM YEN BAI TO LAO CAI CITY, ABOUT 25
KILOMETERS (KMS) NORTH OF YEN BAI CITY IN TRAN YEN DISTRICT, HOANG
LIEN SON. GROUP TT6 CONSISTED OF 14 REEDUCATION CAMPS, DEPLOYED
ALONG THE YEN BAI-LAO CAI HIGHWAY IN HOANG LIEN SON. (FIELD COMMENT:
SOURCE HAD BEEN BY CAMP-T7, CAMP-11 AND THE T76TH GROUP HEADQUARTERS
SOUTH OF CAMP-12, AND CAMP-13 AND CAMP-14 NORTH OF CAMP-12.) ALL OF
THE GROUP-776 CAMPS SEEMED TO BE LOCATED IN VALLEYS ADJACENT TO THE
YEN BAI-LAO CAI HIGHWAY. (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: THE EXISTENCE OF
PAVN GROUP 776 IS UNCONFIRMED.)

2. THERE WAS A STAFF OF ABOUT 60 OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS
ASSIGNED TO CAMP-12. PAVN SENIOR CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN ((GIAI)) WAS
CAMP COMMANDER. TELEPHONES WERE USED FOR COMMUNICATIONS AMONG THESE
CAMPS. NO ANTENNAS WERE OBSERVED AT THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS.

3. ABOUT 400 INMATES WERE DETAINED AT CAMP-12; AMONG THEM
ABOUT 340 WERE JUNIOR GRADE POLICE OR ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
(ARVN) OFFICERS. THE OTHERS WERE DISTRICT LEVEL CIVILIAN
ADMINISTRATORS, JUNIOR GRADE CHAPLINS, POLICE INSPECTORS AND MEMBERS
OF PROVINCE LEVEL ASSEMBLIES FROM THE SOUTH. THERE WERE NO FIELD
GRADE MILITARY OR POLICE OFFICERS AT THIS CAMP. (FIELD COMMENT:
SOURCE DID NOT KNOW IF THIS FACILITY WAS STILL FUNCTIONING IN 1986.)

4. FROM OCTOBER 1977 TO 18 JANUARY 1981 THERE WERE NO )

- AMERICANS AT SUBCAMP KY4 OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU |

PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO
PROVIDE THE LOCATION OF THIS CAMP. HE NOTED THAT IT WAS AN EIGHT
WWMMH
THE TAN LAP EDUCATION CAMP CONSISTED OF SIX SUBCAMPS, DESIGNATED K1
- K6. K-5 WAS THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS. THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV)
ADMINISTERED THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN NGUYEN
BA ((LU)) WAS K1 SUBCAMP COMMANDER; BNV CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN ((NAM))
WAS K2 COMMANDER; BNV CAPTAIN CAO BA ((DAU)) WAS K4 COMMANDER. ..
(FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE DID NOT KNOW THE NAMES OF THE K3, K5 AND K6
COMMANDERS.) THERE WAS A STAFF OF ABOUT 50 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT
K4. THERE WERE AN ESTIMATED 1,000 PRISONERS AT K1. AMONG THEM WERE
ABOUT 100 FORMER ARVN COLONELS; ABOUT 100 PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC AND
BUDDHIST CHAPLINS; ABOUT 200 ARVN LIEUTENANT COLONELS AND MAJORS;
ABOUT 300 CAPTAINS; 200 1ST AND 2ND LIEUTENANTS; AND ABOUT 100 NON-
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS (NCO'S) WHO WERE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO
NMILITARY INTELLIGENCE OR SECURITY UNITS. K4 HELD ABOUT 400
PRISONERS, INCLUDING ABOUT 30 ARVN MAJORS; 100 CAPTAINS; ABOUT 200
LIEUTENANTS; AND ABOUT 70 NCO'S. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE ESTIMATED
THE PRISONER STRENGTH AT K2 TO BE ABOUT 400 AND THAT OF K5 ABOUT
1100, BUT HE COULD NOT BREAK DOWN THOSE INMATES BY RANK/POSITION. HE
DID NOT KNOW HOW MANY PRISONERS WERE IN K3.)

6. TAN LAP USED TELEPHONES FOR INTERNAL CAMP COMMUNICATIONS.
(SOURCE COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS STILL

FUNCTIONING AS OF MID-JANUARY 1981, THE SUBSEQUENT STATUS OF THAT
FACILITY IS UNKNOWK.) i
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MSGNO 180 (PCXX) *0L/21/8T% #21:10:29.0.4%
ZCZC 02:09:10Z (PC)
EMI DTG : 87042120134795

R 212355Z APR 87

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC
RUEABOA/HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC
RUEALGX/SAFE

R 212044Z APR 87

TO RUETIAA/DIRNSA

RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR
RUEKJCS/DIA ,
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI
RUHHHMA /CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI
RHHMBRA /CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI
RUHVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI
RUAJMAB/FOSIF/WESTPAC
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT

BT

EZ2:
SECTION 1 OF 2 ,

DIST: 21 APRIL 1987
COUNTRY: VIETNAM
SUBJ: ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AND DESCRIPTION OF KU SUBCAMP OF

THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON AND
SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH
PHU, NORTHERN VIETNAM

DOI: JUNE 1978 - FEBRUARY 1982

SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A

PAGE
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FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY CAPTAIN. SOURCE

OBTAINED THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION -

WHILE AN INMATE AT THE CAMPS. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN

DECEMBER 1986.
TEXT: 1. FROM JUNE TO OCTOBER 1978, THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT
SUBCAMP-KY4 OF THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON
PROVINCE, NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE LAO CAI CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS
LOCATED ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS (KMS) SOUTHWEST OF THE PHO LU TRAIN
STATION AND ABOUT 30 KMS EAST OF THE CHINESE BORDER. K4 SUBCAMP WAS
SITUATED ABOUT TWO KMS EAST OF THE LAO CAI CAMP HEADQUARTERS IN HOANG
LIEN SON. - (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE HAD HIS DIRECTIONS MIXED UP. THE
ABOVE DIRECTIONS HAVE BEEN CORRECTED.)

2. THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS BUILT BY THE
FRENCH BEFORE 1954. AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THE FRENCH, THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE USED THIS FACILITY TO DETAIN POLITICAL PRISONERS WHO
WORKED FOR THE FRENCH. AFTER 30 APRIL 1975, THE NORTH USED THIS
FACILITY TO DETAIN PRISONERS FROM THE SOUTH. SUBCAMP K4 WAS BUILT BY
AND USED FOR DETENTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS. )

3. THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP AND ITS SUBCAMPS WERE
ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV). BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN
BUI ((CHIEU)) WAS LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP COMMANDER. THE K4 SUBCAMP
COMMANDER WAS A BNV SENIOR LIEUTENANT WHOSE NAME IS NOT RECALLED.

4. SUBCAMP KU CONSISTED OF FOUR SEPARATE ZONES EACH DIVIDED
INTO TWO LABOR UNITS. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT
K4. EACH ZONE WAS SEPARATED FROM THE NEXT BY A BAMBOO FENCE. THE
ZONES WERE ABOUT FIVE METERS APART. THE THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR
FOR LABOR UNIT FOUR WAS BNV CORPORAL ((CHUT)), WELL KNOWN FOR BEATING
THE PRISONERS; BNV THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR/SERGEANT ((G101))
SUPERVISED THE BRICK MAKING UNIT; BNV CORPORAL ((HAI)), AKA HAI DIEN,
WAS ALSO KNOWN TO BEAT HIS PRISONERS. HAI SUPERVISED THE FARM UNIT.
THERE WERE ABOUT 200 ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN) JUNIOR
GRADE OFFICERS AT Kl4. ALL OF THEM HAD TRANSFERRED FROM CAMP-6 OF
INTERCAMP-1 IN HOANG LIEN SON. MOST OF THEM WERE FROM FORMER ARVN
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, MILITARY SECURITY, PSY-WARFARE AND SPECIAL
POLICE UNITS. THERE WERE ARVN FIELD GRADE OFFICERS AT SUBCAMP K1 OF
THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP. DURING THE CHINESE ATTACKS AGAINST -
NORTH VIETNAM IN 1979, CHINESE ARTILLERY LEVELED THE LAO CAI CAMP
HEADQUARTERS AND SUBCAMP K4. THEREAFTER NORTH VIETNAM ABANDONED THE
LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP. (FIELD COMMENT: THIS INFORMATION WAS
PROVIDED BY BNV GUARDS AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU.
THEY WERE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO THAT CAMP.)

5. FROM OCTOBER 1978 TO 27 FEBRUARY 1982 THERE WERE NO
AMERICANS AT SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAP LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU
PROVINCE, NORTHERN VIETNAM. THIS CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 20 KMS
NORTHEAST OF THE AM THUONG RAILROAD STATION AND TWO KMS FROM THE BEN
NGOC LANDING IN SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU. THIS CAMP WAS BUILT BY
NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINAL PRISONERS SOMETIME BEFORE 1975.

6. THE TAN LAP, AKA K5, REEDUCATION CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY
THE BNV. BNV MAJOR BUI ((CHIEU)) WAS CAMP COMMANDER. (SOURCE
COMMENT: CHIEU WAS FORMERLY A SENIOR CAPTAIN AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE
LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON. HE WAS PROMOTED AND
TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP, VINH PHU.) THE CHIEF OF SUBCAMP KU WAS BNV
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CAPTAIN CAO BA ((DAU)). THE K4 DEPYTY COMMANDER WAS BNV SENIOR
LIEUTENANT (FNU) ((HUNG)), AKA HUNG GIA. THOUGHT REFORM OFFICERS AT
K4 INCLUDED BNV ASPIRANT ((THUC)) AND ASPIRANT ((SON)), AKA GA RI TO.
THERE WERE ABOUT Y40 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT Ki.
7. THERE WERE ABOUT 345 ARVN JUNIOR GRADE OFFICERS AT KA.

THE PRISONERS WERE ORGANIZED INTO 12 LABOR UNITS WITH ABOUT 30
INMATES PER UNIT. UNIT ONE, THE CARPENTRY UNIT WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV
SERGEANT (SGT) ((TIEN)), A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR; UNIT TWO, A
FARM UNIT, WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV SGT/THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR

((DUC)); BNV SCT HAI, ALSO A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR, SUPERVISED
FARM UNITS THREE AND FOUR; BNV SGT NGUYEN VAN ((LE)) SUPERVISED UNIT
FIVE, A GREEN VEGETABLE GROWING UNIT AS WELL AS UNIT SIX, THE TEA
COLLECTION AND DRYING UNIT; BNV SGT ((THANH)) SUPERVISED UNIT SEVEN,
BRICK MAKING, AND UNIT NINE, THE FORESTRY PRODUCTION UNIT; BNV SGT
((THUC)), A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR, SUPERVISED UNIT EIGHT A FARM
UNIT; UNIT 10 WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV K4 REAR SERVICES SGTS ((KHAI))
AND ((TOAN)) - THIS UNIT WAS THE K4 MESSHALL; UNIT 11, ANOTHER GREEN
VEGETABLE CROP PRODUCTION UNIT, WAS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF BNV
BT
#7039
NNNN
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CDSN = LGX648 MCN = 90023/13902 TOR = 900230928

HEADER

R 230928Z JAN 90

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC

Cj%af
N

" PAGE:0028

P

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC Pﬁ
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC \J C:*\jﬁ/
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC

RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD \\\j*J
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC Y
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC -~

RUEALGX/SAFE

R 230907Z JAN 90

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC7/NSC DR KARL JACKSON //
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PH-MIA//
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI/7/J2/J233/J3/J36//
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC,

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR

RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG

BT

CONTROLS

" SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04297

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0212 90

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE #¥¥%¥¥¥X¥X¥¥%*/
BODY

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM)

SUBJ:  IIR 6 024 0212 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4
TAN LAP BETWEEN 1980 AND 1981

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
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- PAGE:0029

DOI: 800000-810000

SOURCE: S¢ /SOURCE IS AN
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND

i~ A FORMER ARVN- 1LT-WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LAP

CAMP FROM-1980° UNTIL 1981. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT
BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES.

TEXT:

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE RECALLED THAT TAN LAP LAY
BETWEEN MOUNTAIN RANGES IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE
TRAVELED FROM HANOI BY TRAIN TO THE AM THUONG STATION AND
FROM THERE BY FERRY TO THE FERRY LANDING AT BEN NGOC.
FROM BEN NGOC HE WALKED ABOUT FOUR HOURS UNTIL REACHING
K-4 TAN LAP.

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE
(PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. TOTAL POPULATION OF
K-4 WAS APPROXIMATELY 400 INMATES.

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-4 CAMP
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 250 BY 300 METERS. IT
WAS SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. GUARD
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. DIRECTLY INSIDE
THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED A LARGE MEETING HOUSE. TO THE
LEFT WERE TWO LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 40 METERS.
TO THE RIGHT OF THE GATE IN THE BACK OF THE COMPOUND WAS
THE THIRD LONG DETENTION HOUSE. ADDITIONALLY, CONTAINED
INSIDE THE COMPOUND WAS A SMALL MEDICAL AID STATION,
EMULATION HOUSE, WATER CISTERN AND BATH HOUSE, INMATE
KITCHEN AND FOODSTUFFS SUPPLY WAREHOUSE.

4. ; LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 50-60
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE INVOLVED
IN RAISING ANIMALS, CARPENTRY, AND SAWMILL TASKS.

5. SCHEDULE.
0600 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, EAT BREAKFAST
0700 COMMENCE LABOR




b

S

~.-.-1900

1100 RETURN TO COMPOUND FOR LUNCH =
1300 CONTINUE LABOR

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, EAT SUPPER
LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS

2100 . SLEEP.. . . :

6. . -INMATE POPULATION. "THE MAJORITY OF THE. -

- INMATES WERE FORMER- RUNAF OR NATIONAL: POLICE OFFICERS

7. .. . SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.
COMMENTS: ~ ~ SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS.

ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 2 ENCLOSURES.
1. MEMORY DRAWING °~ , 1 PG, 1 CY

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1 CY .
DISSEM: » FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA
- DATLO, JCRC EX/A).

- SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES.

#4297
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CDSN = LGX638 MCN = 90023/13829 TOR = 900230926

" HEADER

R 230926Z JAN 90

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC

\ .
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC -\QX\Q [:SY\LL/

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC o

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC N ~
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC PNy
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD : <
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC

RUEALGX/SAFE

R 230906Z JAN 90

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC// ,

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON //
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA//

RUHQHQA /USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/4233/J3/J36//

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR

RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG

BT

CONTROLS

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04296

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0213 90

JE%EREERERER THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *¥¥¥XRk¥kk¥%/
BODY

COUNTRY : VIETNAM (VM)

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0213 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-l
TAN T.AP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN JUL 78 AND FEB 82

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE



L

~

o Pk

" 'PAGE:0025

DOI: 780700-820200

SOURCE: S SOURCE IS AN

ODP BENEFICIARY. UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND

A FORMER ARVN 1LT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LAP

REEDUCATION CAMP FROM JUL 78 TO FEB 82. SOURCE
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES.

TEXT:

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K-4, TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP
WAS REACHED BY TRAIN FROM THE HANG CO STATION IN HANOI TO
THE AM THUONG STATION ABOUT 180 KM DISTANT. FROM AM
THUONG SOURCE'S GROUP WENT BY FERRY TO BEN NGOC WHERE
THEY CONTINUE THE JOURNEY BY WALKING EIGHT MORE KM TO K-l
TAN LAP.

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE
UNDER: THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. K-U4 WAS COMMANDED BY PSS
1LT ((LNU)) TRIEN. OTHER CADRE AND THEIR POSITIONS WERE
AS FOLLOWS--PSS CAPT ((LNU)) KHAI, ASST CAMP CDR AND
MEDICAL OFFICER; PSS 2LT ((LNU)) SON, EDUCATION OFFICER;
PSS MSG TUAN, GUARD FORCE NCOIC; PSS MSG ((LNU)) BAN,
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY; AND PSS MSG ((LNU)) THANH, SECURITY
PERSONNEL OFFICER. THERE WERE ABOUT 25 PERSONNEL
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. TOTAL POPULATION OF
THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 300 INMATES.

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-4 CAMP
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT
WAS SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. GUARD
TOWERS WERE. LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE THE
COMPOUND WERE THREE LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 30
METERS IN DIMENSION. ALL THE STRUCTURES INSIDE K-4 WERE
BUILT OF WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFS. EACH DETENTION
HOUSE HELD ABOUT 100 INMATES. AN INMATE KITCHEN,
FOODSTUFF WAREHOUSE, MEETING HOUSE, EMULATION HOUSE,
SPECIAL DETENTION FACILITY, WATER CISTERN, AND A HERBAL
MEDICINE GARDEN WERE LOCATED INSIDE THE COMPOUND.
OUTSIDE AND ADJACENT TO THE DETENTION COMPOUND WERE FOUND
THE CAMP ADMINISTRATION BUILDINGS, CADRE HOUSING,
BLACKSMITH SHOP, ELECTRIC GENERATOR HOUSE, CARPENTRY
SHOP, BRICK KILN, ANIMAL STABLES AND AGRICULTURAL
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= PRODUCTION AREA. =

4, LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
__INTO LABOR_DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE. INVOLVED
WITH GROWING- CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN -
VEGETABLES;* AND::SUGAR CANE. GROUPS SMALLER THAN. A UNIT

ALSO WERE: INVOLVED IN BRICK MAKING, RAISING ANIMALS,::

CARPENTRY, BLACKSMITHING, AND KITCHEN DETAILS.

5. ~ SCHEDULE.

0530 AWAKENED BY CONG, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE,
EAT BREAKFAST

0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS
1100 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT LUNCH

1300 CONTINUE LABOR

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, EAT SUPPER

1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS

2100 SLEEP

6. ~ INMATE POPULATION. THE MAJORITY OF INMATES
IN K-4 WERE FORMER RVNAF AND NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS.
THERE WERE NO CRIMINALS IN K-4. INMATES IN K-4 WORE DARK
BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS MADE OF VERY THIN MATERIAL.

THE BACK OF THE SHIRTS WERE MARKED WITH LARGE LETTERING
INDICATING REEDUCATION CAMP AND THE SUB-CAMP NUMBER, EG.
"CT K4". THE FORMER ARVN OFFICERS WERE RECALLED AS
FELLOW INMATES--1LT LE VAN THANH VAN, UNIT 101, CAPTAIN
TRAN NGOC MINH STAFF OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER TRAN VAN
HUONG.

T. _ SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN

CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.

COMMENTS : SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS.

ENCL: ) TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 2 ENCLOSURES.
1. MEMORY DRAWING , 1 PG, 1 CY

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1CY

DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA
- DATLO, JCRC EX/A).

- SENT TO " DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES.
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ROUTINE. IYUM RUEHBKA2643 1301017
R 0909337 MAY 88
N USDAD BANGKOK TH/ IP-WIRH
10 DIA WASHINGTON DC/INO-PH/DRR/
INFO WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC MR CHILDRESS/
SECOEF UkSNCHOASD-lSMW-HIA//
JCS WASHDC/ 135/03CS-Pu-M1A//
USCINCPAC HONOLULU K177213233133/336//
CIA WASHDC CDR JCRC BARBERS PT Hl
USDAD KUALA LUMPUR USDAO SINGAPORE
USDAD MANILA RP USDLO HONG KONG

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PH- 22643
THIS 1S A STONY BEACH MESSAGE
SERIAL:  1IR 6 024 0353-88.
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (V).
sB):  1IR 6 024 0353-BB/HEARSAY OF AMERICARS

- FORMERLY HELD AT THE K5 TAN LAP VINH PHU
- RE-EDUCATION CANP

001: 760300.

SOORCE: S SOURCE 1S A
VIETRAKESE REFUGEE AND FORMER ARVN MAJOR AND REGIONAL
FORCES (RF) BN COMMANDER. RELIABILITY OF SOURCE HAS
NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY THIS 15 A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
CONTAINS LIMITED HEARSAY INFORMATION ON ALLEGED
AMERICAN PK BEING DETAINED IN THE XS TAN LAP VINH PHU
RE-EDUCATION CAMP AS LATE AS 7603.

TEXT: 1., ;/su,l% C THE
~ gouTh 10 THE KS(TAN LARyVINK PHU RE-EDUCATION)CANP IN

ACTION VO-PH(2) (V.6,7.8.F)
INO  TICS(5) CICS-PU-HIA(S) DIS:(1) 33:MCC(1) (1)
33(4) NIDS(1) J5(2) QUAL CONTROL(1) SECDEF:(1)
SECDEF(8) USDP(B) ASD:PARE(1) USDP:ISA(1)
 USDP:EAP(3) USDP:DSAA(4) USDP:NAL1}. USDP:FMRA(1)
USDP-TSO(1) USDP:MIA(1) USDP:THF(1) USDP: TRADE(1)
USOP-DTSA(1) DI-1(1) WIC(1) R1S-28(1) Ws(1)
351-38(1) DAH-3(2) DIO(1) DB-2(1) DB-2C(1) DB-2€2(1)
DX-6C(1) DIA(1) DX-5C2(1) DC-4A3(1) DAN(1)
+OCSA WASHINGTOK DC
+CNO VASHINGTON DC
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC//X0-CTC//
+AFIS AWHS BOLLING AFB DC
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC//X0-CTC/XOXX//
+SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC
ATHC CC WASHINGTON DC
+DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
4CHC WASHINGTOR DC
AUSCINCSOC MACDILL AFB FL//SO32//
+USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1
ACINCPACFLT PEARL MARBOR HI
+MPC FT GEORGE 6 MEADE MD
ASAFE

n

APRIL 1976. FOR THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS ALL NEV -
INMATES® NOVEMENTS WERE CLOSELY CONTROLLED AND THEY

WERE GENERALLY RESTRICTED 70 THE COMPOUND. IN ABOUT
SEPT OR OCT 1976, SOURCE AND SEVERAL OTHERS WENT

QUTSIOE THE COMPOUND 10 CONSTRUCT LIVING QUARTERS FOR
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR COMMUNIST CADRE AND TO WAKE
REPAIRS ON THE LOCAL ROADS.

. IN APPROXIMATELY FEB 1977, THERE WAS A DAY.
IN WHICH LOCAL VILLAGERS WERE CALLED OUT 10 DO PUBLIC
SERVICE LABOR WITH THE INMATES. THE DAY WAS CALLED
“LAD DONG XA HOI CHU NGHIA™. ON THIS OCCASION THE
WORK PROJECT WAS RENOVATION OF A LOCAL BRIDGE KNOWN AS
CAU RACH DINH. SOME OF THE VILLAGERS ASKED SOURCE
WHERE HE WAS STAYING AND HE TOLD THEM KS5. THEY TOLD
HIM THAT JUST BEFORE SOURCE"S GROUP ARRIVED IN APR 76,
THERE WERE AMERICAN P¥ DETAINED THERE. THE VILLAGERS
SAID THEY SAK THE CAP CADRE TAKING TRE AMERICANS DOWN
Y0 A LOCAL STREAM T0 BATHE. SOURCE DID NOT ASK THEM
HOW THEY KNEW THEY WERE ANERICANS, BUT JUST ASSUMED
SINCE THEY LIVED CLOSE BY THEY KNEW. WO DETAILS Of
THE AMERICANS (SUCH AS NUMBERS OF Pv) WERE DISCUSSED.
SOURCE WONDERED IF THERE WERE AMERICANS IN THE OTHER
TAN LAP VINH PHU CAMPS. THE VILLAGERS SAID NO, THE
AMERICANS WERE DETAINED ONLY IN K5.

3 _ SOURCE DID NOT SEE ANY SIGNS OF AMERICANS
HAVING BEEN IK K5, BUT SAID HE DID NOTICE THERE WAS
EVIDENCE OF A LOT OF FRESH PAINT AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
WHICH COULD HAVE COVERED UP THOSE SIGNS.

4 OTHER THAN THE INFORMATION ACOVE, SOURCE NEVER

SAX NOP HEARD OF ANY
ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD

AMERICANS NOR ANY FOREIGNERS,
VIETNAMESE WHO COULD HAVE BEEN

MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN CAPTIVITY OR LIVING
FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.

COMMENTS: ~ SOURCE WAS VERY COOPERATIVE DURING
THE INTERVIEW AND ANSWERED QUESTIONS IN A
STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. HE ASKED FOR NO FAVORS.

SECTION 02 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//P¥- 22643
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INTERVIEW WITH A YOUNG DELINQUENT AT A CORRECTIONAL CAMP ,

The correctional officer escorted the young man into the room where I was
waiting; then he went out and left us there by ourselves: They young man was
fair-skinned and wore a white sweater, a brown jacket, gray pants, and plastic
sandals. I started the interview immediately: :

--I am a reporter for "Tien Phong" magazine and I want to interview
you today. Do you know "Tien Phong'" magazine?

--Yes. We are allowed to read every day in this camp. We have "Tien
Phong," "Nhan Dan," as well as other newspapers and magazines.

--What is your name? T asked.
--My name is Ilguyen Quy Hoa.
The interview continued as follows:

Reporter (myself)--Can.you tell me about your family and yourself.

Hoa--My father was chief of a convoy and my mother was a merchant, both retired
now. I am the eldest son. Three of my brothers and sisters are working and
one is still in school.

Reporter--Are you from Hanoi?
Hoa--Yes. We live at 2 Le Van Huu...

Reporter--How old are you? 257?

io_a_——26 .o

Reporter--Please, continue.

Hoa--I attended Ly Tu Trong School until the seventh grade. Then I quit to &°
to work. In 1971, I enrolled in the 18-month training program of the Electric
and Water Company. But I dropped out after 3 months. I went to work in a
cooperative making plastic sandals: first, I worked for Thanh Binh, then I
worked for Hien Luong until 1979, when I started to get into trouble...
ReEorter-—Why»is that?

Hoa--Because of friends. ’ e
Reporter--You mean bad friends.

Hoa--Exactly. Friends like Ngoc, who is a bicycle-repairman, Mau, who sells
old clothes, or Quang... who have led me astray.

Reporter--Were you convicted before?

Hoa--Once... (Hoa bends his head and lowers his voice). In 1979, Ngoc and I
were convicted of assault and larceny. Afterwards, I was arrested, together
with Minh, for stealing watches in front of a movie theater. The court of
Digtrict IT sentenced us to two years' imprisonment, from July 1979 to July
1981.

Reporter--How about this time? :

Hoa--After I had been released, I went to stay with my grandmother in Thu Le.

T lived there in peace for six months. However, I could not find a job and was
not put on the family book. While I was feeling very depressed, my o0ld friends
showed up, dressed in expensive clothes. After they invited and treated me so
many times, I had to pay them back. And that was why, together with Ngoc, I
committed the same crimes again. I was arrested and was sent to this camp for
three years.

-1 =
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‘Reporter--What do you do in this camp to reform yourself?

Hoa--Besides attending classes and following the rules and regulations of the
camp, I work with a group of people making colors, and I plant peanuts, corn,
potatoes, and manioc. I work hard to redeem myself. For that reason, upon
the unanimous request. of the other inmates, the superintendent of the camp has
chosen me to be the leader of the color-making team. Also, I have just been
invited to participate in the music group of the camp.

" Reporter--What do you receive in this camp?

Hoa--I receive some clothes, in addition to my own, as well as a blanket and
a mosquito-net, and soap for laundry. Fach month, we are provided with paper,
envelopes and stamps to write to our families.

Reporter--How do you find life here in this camp?

Hoa--Naturally, life in a correctional:camp implies hardships and lack of free-
dom. However, we have many entertainments in this camp, such as radio, news-
papers and magazines, sports, music, and TV (we can watch TV three times a
week). Last night, we watched the movie called "The Black Cat." As for food,
we don't receive enough from the government, but the inmates of the camp pro-
duce enough themselves to supplement their food rations.

Reporter--Are you allowed here to grow your hair like this?

Hoa--Actually, we don't have to have a"military" cut, but we cannot grow our
hair too long either. My hair is a 1little bit too long to be conform to the
camp regulations because the hair-clippers have just been broken. Personally,
I don't like to have my hair cut too short.

Reporter--Do you mean to say that the correctional officers here are not too
hard with the inmates? '

Hoa--Yes. They are very strict, but they treat the inmates with compassion
and humanity. They reward those who do well and punish those who violate the
rules, but never treat them brutally. And this is why we all try to do our
best here. '

Reporter--Have you ever thought of escaping?
Hoa—-Once in a while, an inmate tries to escape. Sooner or later he is caqght
and will have to receive a harsher sentence. B

Reporter--What is your wish now?

Hoa--I have committed crimes against society. Regretting what I did does not
make any difference now. To tell the truth, sometimes I worry about the pos-
sibility of staying here longer. Therefore, I am determined to work hard to
redeem myself, hopirng that I will be released after three years. I want to
become an honest citizen and have my own family.
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The inmates' music group at Tan Lap, K5
Photo: Mai Nam
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THE QUIET WORKER

He was born and grew up in a village by the river, on the outskirts of ™
Hanoi. 1In his youth, he loved to read books, especially ones-.about the in-
telligence service. He loved to read about the exploits of unknown soldiers
who were fighting to bring peace to the people. His dream was to become oneof
the saldiers who were being sent on secret and exciting missions. Right af-
ter finishing school, he enrolled in the police force, hoping that this would
allow him to fulfill his childhood dreams. Unfortunately, when he graduated
from the academy, he was assigned to the fire department. While he was
still adjusting to his new job, he received orders to transfer to the Tan
Lap correctional camp. His friends told him jokingly: "Now you have the
chance to make your dreams come true. Your work at the camp will certainly
be very exciting, since you have to deal with the ‘'toughest' elements in our
society." Although he did not really believe what they said, he was eager
to go. As soon as he received his tranfer papers, he left for the camp,
without even saying goodbye to his family.

The new job was a challenge to him. He had lived his whole life in
the countryside. He had spent his childhood in a small village by a river-
bank and had rarely gone to town. Therefore, he had never had to deal with
the turbulence of city life, or with city people. Now he had to manage and
educate a group of thirty people who in many ways were quite different from
him.Accustomed to a life of idleness and pleasure, they had committed many
crimes against society. Most were from the city. His responsibility was to
educate them so that they could become honest citizens. He found this task
difficult: young and inexperienced, he had to deal with notorious criminals
from Hanoi. At times he felt completely powerless in front of these unre-
pentant people. But he persevered in appealing to their better nature.

In his group was a young man named Chu Xuan Tac, who had been convicted
several times of larceny. Tac hated working in the fields. Unable to endure
the hard life at the camp, Tac planned with Cuong to escape. Aware of Tac's
plan, the cadre tried to talk him out of it, advising to reform himself
instead. But Tac did not listen. One day, while working in the fields, Tac
tried to hide in the bushes. As soon as the cadre saw that Tac was missing,
he had him searched for and stopped in time. However, he did not harbor any
resentment against Tac. This incident made him pay even more attention to

Tac and to his family situation...

Now there is no longer a gap between Tac and him. Tac has followed
his advice and given up the idea of escaping from the camp. Since that time,
Tac has changed in many ways and has become one of the best members of his
group.

Many times the cadre finds himself in an extremely difficult situation,
but he still manages to deal with it tactfully. In the camp was a man named
Pham Van Thin, who had also been convicted of larceny. Thin refused to re-
form himself. He was especially lazy and very sly. Many times, as soon as
he got to the fields, Thin would complain of a stomach-ache. The cadre had
to let him rest. He took care of Thin as if he believed that Thin was real-
ly sick. At the same time, he talked to Thin and tried to make him realize
that, if he wanted to go home to his family soon, he would have to work hard
and reform himself. Touched by the cadre's kindness, Thin slowly changed
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his attitude and became an excellent worker..

There have been many similar incidents, and he has given us valuable
lessons in reforming those who have gone astray. He also talks to the fam-
jlies who come to visit at the camp in order to win their support as well.

Some families, like Nguyen Van Cuong's mother, tried to bribe him with per-
sonal gifts, but he firmly refused and asked members of his group to tell
their families not to bother him again. His honesty has won him their respect.

Many members of his group have reformed themselves and been allowed to
go home to their families. Theyhave written to thank him. He confided:
"hese men did wrong, but this is no reason for us to cast them aside or hate
them. On the contrary, we have to be close to them so that we can motivate
them. The best way to change or reform them is to love them. Only love can
help. us get closer to them so that we can help them overcome their guilt
and become honest people..."

Those who have been in the camp and who were or are being educated by
him will never forget him. His name is Nguyen Trung Thanh, a correctional
officer at Tan Lap, K5.

Chu Thuy Hoa
Cultural activities of the cadres

at Tan Lap
Photo: Mai Nam
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> 'HE WHO HAS GONE ASTRAY...

4 I met him twice on. the same day. First I met him at the inmates' work=
shop where comrade Nguyen, one of the educators at the camp was showing us
around. His name was Dao Tuan Dung, and his family lived in La Thanh. He-

was in charge of the group of carpenters and blacksmiths. He showed us the
products made by his group: knives, sickles, etc. Now, on our second meeting:
he was sitting in front of me.

He was 28 years old, married, with two children. He had been arrested
several times, and the last time, for selling illegal merchandise.

He started:getting into trouble at the age of fifteen when his family came
to settle in Thanh Hoa, Ha Tay. He cut classes and went gambling. Even when
he was a child, he was already ensnared by money. He lied to his father to
have some money. He was always hanging around with a group of mischief-makers,
and they spent their time gambling, or drinking in a café, smoking cigarettes
or eating candies. This gradually became a habit, an increasing need: he had
to drink the finest coffee, smoke filter-tip cigarettes, eat deluxe candies,
and also dress fashionably... All that Dung had in mind was money.

Once Dung was detained for a week at Don Da police station. As soon as
he was released, he and his accomplice robbed people on a train...

The three years that he spent at TK correctional camp have helped Dung
to reform himself. After his release, he went to work for a movie production
firm and also took courses at Vocational School No. 4. He graduated from
school and got a job at Bach Mai:airport. During this time, he got married,
had children, and was settling down. But again, for the sake of money, he
left this quiet life. This time he wanted more: watches, foreign cigarettes...
He hung out in Giam Market, train stations, flea markets, Dong Xuan; he tried
to make all kinds of deals, and there he met people like Tuan, Cuong, etc.
The more money he made, the more he spent. And the more he spent, the more
he wanted. Like an ephemerid attracted to light, he was attracted to money
and to all the pleasures it can buy. He was dealing in all sorts of illegal
merchandise. He said to the cadre:

-

--T was arrested on August 1, 1980, when I was selling bicycle tires
downtown 332 illegally, near Hang Co station. And I was sent here on Sep-
‘tember 17, 1980. '

He told me about life at the camp, about the correctional officers who,
with a lot of patience, have been helping him for the past two years to be-
come an honest worker again.

—-In the first few months, I felt like I was cruelly punished: I was
sent away from the capital and forced to work. I hated everybody. But,
gradually, through their own example, the cadres have shown me the value of
an honest and frugal life. . They have made me realize things that I never
thought of before... I have learned to like working, and I have been trained
here to be a carpenter and a blacksmith. As you can see, I am now in charge
of the carpenters and blacksmiths' workshop. I have learned here a new way
of life: to find true happiness in leading an honest life and avoiding
excessive self-indulgence. I think that if we fail to learn this important
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lesson, we would be unable later to withstand temptations and we would make
the same mistakes again. o

--What do you plan to do after you finish serving your sentence here?
I asked. :

Dung ~ hesitated and finally said:

--I have many things to do. But first, I will try my best to make it up
to society and to my family for my past mistakes. I have learned two trades
and I don't worry about finding a job. The most important thing for me is
not to forget the lessons I have learned here and make the same errors again.

Mai Cat

2 (2856) NO. 50 Tien Phong
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L IFE AT TAN LAP CORRECTIONAL CAMP '

- The inmates
- The guards, instructors and educators
- Issues raised

We arrived at the prison camp. In front of us was a tall wall with barbed
wire and a watchtower. It was a Wwinter morning in central Viet Nam. The area
was desolated and the cold wind was blowing. The big gate opened. As soon as
we were inside, everyone exclaimed:

——What beautiful flowers!

Colonel Bui Van Chieu, the superintendent of the camp who was showing us
around, nodded his head:

--A young inmate took care of these flowers. His family, who live in
Ngo Ha, came to visit and brought him some seeds. And that is why now we have
flowers in our camp all your round. ’

Next to the flower-beds, there were a vegetable garden and a few papaya-
trees and banana-trees... To the right was the carpenters' workshop. Then
there was the blacksmiths' workshop, and we could hear the hammers clanging
on the anvil.

Then there was another wall, beyond which were the inmates' living quar-
ters. The walls were whitewashed, with bars on the windows. There were flowers
in front of each house. There were nice posters on the walls, with unique
slogans such as: "Sleep well at night, work hard during the day," '"Clean
rooms make our camp beautiful," or "Work to improve our living conditions."

The comrade accompanying us continued his explanations:

—— We have in this camp the toughest elements, those who committed the
worst crimes, all the gang leaders. These are the people you just saw planting
vegetables inside the camp. The others can go out the camp and work in the
fields, picking tea-leaves, or work as carpenters, construction laborers...”
Only the trustworthy ones can out alone into the jungle to cut wood, or mind
the buffaloes by themselves, without the guards...

We could not help exclaiming:

--This is a very open prison camp.

--Yes, answered one of the young comrades. Very open, in both the
literal and the figurative sense. :

Thinking of what I was told once, I said:

—_How could it be like that? Aren't these people, who have committed
crimes, supposed to be harshly punished?

Colonel Chieu had an indulgent smile:

- 8-
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——Fven a few of us still have this wrong conception. But first, I would
1like to introduce you to the inmates; 80 % &re young people.

We talked to Le Quoc Khanh, 21, who used to live on Ly Nam De Street.
Khanh looked extremely young; he was fair-skinned and had chubby cheeks. He
was a tenth-grade student and obviously very boisterous. Khanh had a hole in
his right ear-lobe (for earrings?). His mother was a medical doctor and his
father a cadre, both retired. We asked him what he thought of this prison
camp.

——I came here in May 1982. First, I had to learn the regulations of the
camp. I listed all the bad things I had done and pledged to follow the four
golden rules of behavior: to realize my mistakes and try to warn friends who
are still on the outside; to educate myself politically; to work hard; and
to abide by the rules of the camp. I am now with the group of farmers. During
the three years I'm going to be here, I want to learn a trade that suits me
better. However, in the fields, I work as hard as anyone else. In this camp,
each person receives a set of clothes, a blanket, and a mosquito-net, but I
have asked for permission to use the blanket and the mosquito-net that my fami-
1y sent me...

—--Have you ever been mistreated? Tell me.

--Being convicted for the first time, I was very scared before coming
here. The word "prison" made me shiver. But when we left Hoa Lo and crossed
Long Bien bridge, some of the people who had been convicted many times before
exclaimed joyfully: 'Tan Lap Camp'!" I realize here what a reeducation camp
is. Above all, the cadresare very compassionate and humane. Most are young,
about my age. Many times I have seen them gather with inmates and talk about

Hanoi. They play ball with us... My only goal now is to reform myself.

Tran Dinh Lien, called Binh, 2L, who used to live in Kim Lien, was another
inmate here. He had been convicted before and had spent time at Camp 6 and
Ba Sao Camp. Now he was serving a sentence at Tan Lap Camp. He had improved
himself and was chosen by the inmates of this camp to be on the Emulation Group.
Lien told us:

-

--We form different groups and choose our own leaders... Once a year, all

the inmates meet together to set their goals and elect a new group. This group

‘has the responsibility for checking up on everyone, reminding us to abide by

the regulations, educate ourselves, work hard, follow the rules of hygiene, and
maintain order. We help keep the goods sent to inmates by their families and
let them use the goods a little at a time. If the inmates took these goods all
at once to their rooms where there are many other inmates, there would be a

lot of problems. The main function of our group is to rate the inmates each
month according to their progress: excellent, average, or poor. Those who

have made excellent progress will be rewarded, and the best rewvard is that they
can see their families more often and longer.

Nguyen Van Viet, 22, was another inmate of the camp. When we talked to
him, he acted dumb, but actually he was sly as a fox. His nickname was "Foxy
Viet." He escaped 18 times from Agricultural School No. 1 (a school for
young delinquents about 2 kilometers from Tan Lap Camp). Viet had already
tried to escape from the camp three times. We asked him:

9
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--How were you punished each time, after.you tried to escape?
"Foxy Viet'answered:

——The cadreswere very kind to me, and I was detained in a private cell
for 7 days. Only those who fight with the guards to escape are detained for
14 days. To be detained in a private cell is a sort of punishment for lack
of progress. Therefore, the superintendent of the camp could propose to higher
authorities to extend the sentence. Nobody wants this to happen; neither
do I.

This was the end of our visit with the inmates of Tan Lap Camp. Now we
think back of "Foxy Viet," "Talkative Ha," Khanh "In irons" and realize that
we can no longer just keep those who have gone astray in prison as long as pos-
sible and punish them harshly to make them pay for their crimes against so-
ciety. But how can we educate or reform them? Will we be able to obtain any
results? Now a great many young people commit the same crimes again as soon
as they are released from the camp.

First, we have to review what has been achieved sofar. Actually, the cadres
at Tan Lap Camp have been quite successful at their work, especially the young
cadres, who have never received any formal training in pedagogy. They succeed
in directing many ruthless and depraved individuals who have committed numerous
crimes against society. These comrades watch over the inmates and supervise
their work: over 500 hectares are planted to improve the inmates' living con-
ditions at the camp. They are also educators responsible for reforming the
inmates so that they can become honest people, g0 back to their families, and
resume their place in :society.

Hundreds of inmates have been rehabilitated and released from the camp
thanks to the efforts of all the cadres at Tan Lap. These cadres are the
workers with hands of gold. They also have hearts of gold. Many families will
be for ever grateful to these comrades. This is the answer to the question

whether or not we can succeed in reforming people who have committed crimes.
How about the methods of reeducation?

The answer is given by Lieutenant Vu Xuan Nguyen. Although still youﬁé,
he has been working at Tan Lap Camp for 17 years. He was successively an
intelligence agent, an instructor, a production leader, and now chief of the
‘educational group at Tan Lap Camp. Aware of the difficulty in reforming the
inmates, he has been observing them closely and has gained valuable expe-
rience. He said:

—--The essential thing is that we have to be fully aware of our responsi-
bility and believe in the inmates' capability to redeem themselves. We say
to each other: the inmates are "spoiled" but not "lost."

Vu Xuan emphasized humanity and love. He said:

——These ruthless individuals, who were used to tough street life and
robbing people at the point of a knife, can only be reached through their
hearts. After many discussions, the cadres at Tan Lap came to the conclusion
that to use physical punishment would not help to bring the offenders back
to their senses and would only prove to be a totally ineffective method of
reform.

- 10 -
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A very effective educational method is QQ_set an example. For those in
a correctional camp, it is even more important- to give them a concrete ex- _
ample to follow. And the ones who have to set a good example are the correc-
tional officers themselves. They have to set the example in their actions,
their behavior, and their work. Above all, they have to be honest and un-
corrupted. Honesty is the basis for their future success in reforming the

inmates.

Many people have tried unsuccessfully to bribe the cadres. To give a
well-known example, one inmate named Nguyen Duc Lam had secretly kept with him

-a gold watch, in violation of camp rules that forbid inmates to have on them

money, watches, gold rings, etc. Lam confessed that he had tried, during the
whole year, to "buy" a cadre with this gold watch. - However, all the cadres
are kind but also very strict; they are accustomed to a frugal life and are
not tempted by other people's worldly possessions. Finally, Lam had to hand
in his watch to be sent back to his family.

How is the concept of reeducation through work applied at Tan Lap Camp?
The inmates are reeducated by laboring in the fields, planting vegetables,
making bricks, serving as construction workers, blacksmiths, carpenters...
They gradually become accustomed to working, and this is the first step in
the right direction. They will realize the value of work, the inhumanity of
robbing their fellowmen. Many inmates who have been released are making a
living from the trades that they learned in the camp.

The inmates" families as well as the local authorities are also called
upon to support the efforts to reform inmates. The Bureau in charge of
prison campsunder the Interior Department has provided Tan Lap with two movie
projectors, and the inmates can see two movies a month. The camp is also
equipped with many television sets and a 10-kilometer-long radio wire, with
a small speaker for each room. The inmates are supplied with enough books,
newspapers, and magazines. We said:

——We have not met all the inmates' needs, but we have done our best to
carry out the humanitarian goals of our Party and Country.

In our discussions with the authorities at Tan Lap Camp, one comrade in
our group said:

__We are very touched by your efforts. As one inmate said while being
released to Vu Xuan Nguyen, chief of the educational board at the camp:
"After serving our time here, we go back home to our families, but the cadres
are the ones who stay here for ever..."

) There are still many issues that need attention. What are these issues?
First of all, reforming the offenders is an extremely difficult task. The
police are entrusted with this task. But to carry it out, they need the

full support of many other departments and organizations: youth, schools,
public health, unions, culture, sports...

Work training plays an important part in education. Most of the in-
mates here come from the city. Therefore, we need to set up in each camp
a vocational school with instructors to teach them a trade so that they can

. easily find a job when they get out. When the offenders have served their
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sentence and are released, their only desire is to get a job allowing them
to continue improving themselves and not to e treated with prejudice or
rejected. -

The correctional camps have a very important role to play in our society.
We have to support the efforts made by the comrades in these camps so that
they can carry out their difficult task. We have to give our love to these

young people who are "spoiled" but not "lost" and help them become honest
citizens.

Those are the things we want to say to the dedicated cadres, as well as

to the people in the camps who are trying to reform themselves for a new
and better life.

Picture: Mai Nam December 1982
Inmates are learning how to s€w Le Van Ba
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'YICZCTRI *
‘AR RULZJCS RUEADWW RUEKJCS RUEKJCS RUHQHIA RUEATIA
'RUHGBPA RUEHK| RUEHHX - .

'R 89060832 MAY 92 T CHR3E:
iFM USDAO BANGKOXK TH//Pd-MIA// ~ . APPRYV:
.TO RULXJCS / DIA WASHINSTON DC//PU-MIA/DaM//. DRFIDt
'INFO RUEAD4Y / JHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR-KARL JACKSIN //

‘RUTKJCS / SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PA-MIN//" DISTR:

\RUEKJCS / JCS 4ASHDC//J5/0ICS=PH-MIA// .= .

_xcmomc> \ USCINCPAC 1::3424:.-: IZALTAL LS \.—U\QQM\\

‘RUZALIIA / CIA WASEDC ORSIN®
‘RUZGEPA / CDR JCRC Banound r1 ni

'"RULRXL / USDAO KUALA LUMPUR

‘RUEKHK / USDLD KONG XONG

'BY

'THIS 1S A STONY BEACH MESSASE
'SERIAL: 118 6 024 0522 90
‘COUNTRY: VIETNAM (V%)

UBJ1 11R 5 824 0502 93/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K1 AND
;KE" TAN LAP BETWEEN APR 77 AND FEB 83

w ;_.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

wr(nwnw" . L SOURCE IS5 A
IYIETNAMESZ REFUGEE AND A FORMER GIA DINH PROVINCE
"REPRESENTATIVE WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN TAN LAP
'REEDUCATION CAMP FROM APR 1977 UNTIL FEB 1932, SOURCE
IRELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISFSD. -

mmc33>xan THIS 1§ L mwozn PEACH REPORY. IT

IPROVIDES LIMITED INFIRMATION :CONCEENING THE ORCANIZATION
IAND PHYSICAL CEARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION
ICAMPSPRISON IN VINE PHU PROVINCE FROM APR 77 10 FER 33.
“uzoaOMcan.

lrext:

CAD 25/23/32
DAJ$DMIIRE
DAO:SESCEARCEDM
CAO:J3MIKI
CHRON DAOJ AME
DCM PIL SA
DATLD JCRC EX/A
OCR

1. ... . GCEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNFAMILIAR WITH T4E
AKEA SURROUNDING THE CAMP, THE NAMES OF THE NEARBY
VILLAGE AND DISTRICT WIRE NCT RECALLED. THE CAMP ¥AS
SITUATED 1IN A VALLEY SURPOUNDED BY HIGH MOUNTAINS IN VINH
FHU PROVINCE. ,THERZ AS A SMALL RIVER WHICH RAN THROUSH
THE MIDDLZ OF EHE X1 AND K5 SUB CAMPS.

z, CRZANIZATION. TAN LAP 4AS OR3ANIZED INTD
FIVE SUB CAMPS, XK1 THROUGH X5. X1 TIHROUGH X4 WERE USED
10 HOLD NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS #HILE K5 HELD FORMER
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN OFFICIALS OF IHE RYN RESIME. .
JCCASIONALLY, X1 KELD SOME OF THE FORMER RVN PERSONNEL IN
T4E SPECIAL DETENTION FACILITY WHEN THEY BECAME
DISCIPLINASY PROBLEMS. SOURCE SPENI THREE NTHS IN THE
<1 SPECIAL DEFENTION FACILITY IN 1978. THE CAMP WAS
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUELIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE
KINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND 4AS CCMMANDED BY SENIOR CAPTAIN
((HGUYEN)) HUY THUY. THERE WERE AEOUT 120 PSS PERSONNEL
GGARCING AND ADMINISTERING SUB CAMP K5 #HICH wAS THE
LARGEST OF THE SUE CAMPS, TOTAL PJPULATION JOF X1 #AS
FRCM 420-508 INMATES.

3, . . PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. WITH THZ EXCEPTION
GF THi SPECIAL CETENTION FACILITY IN K1, ALL COMMENIS
He9LIN PERTAIN TO THE K5 SUB CAMP. K5 #AS SURRJUNCED BY
A 2.5 METER 21GH BRICX WALL WHICE 4AS TOPPED ¥ITH A ONE
VYTrk EXTENSION OF BARPED WIRE SUPPORTED BY STEEL POSIS.
ENTERING TEE MAIN GATE ONE ENCOUNTERED A LARSE JPEN AREA
14AT CONTAIMED A FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE, DISPENSARY,
FISH POND, AND A VOLLEY PALL COURT. CONTINUING BETOND
THIS AREA WERE THREE DETENTION ENCLISURES EACE ISOLATED
PROY THE OTHERS BY A PRICK wALL. EACH ENCLOSURE
CUONTAINED FOUR DETENTION BQUSES AND A LATRINE.
IMMESIATELY INSIDE THE COMPOUND TO THE LEFT WAS ANDTHER
PETENTION FNCLOSURE WHICH CONTAINED FIVE REGULAR
DETLNTION EOUSES AND ONE DISCIPLINARY HOUSE. 1IN THE BACK
Ci THE COMPOUND WERE LOCATFD THE INMATE KITCHEN, FOOD
STORAGE WAREHIUSE, AND A #ATER CISTERN. GUARD TOWERS IN
T%0 CORNERS OVERLOOKEL THE COMPOUND. ACRDSS THE ROAD
¥ACHM THL FRONT GATE ¢ERE LOCATED THE CAMP READQUARTERS,
ALMINISTRATION OFFICES, CADRE HOUSING, THE PRIMARY FIJD
AND :GQUIPMENT WAREHOUSES, PIG STIES, AN JRANJE SROVE AND
Thix CROP PRODUCTION FIELDS. BETWEFN THE DEFENTION
COMPOUND AND THE LARSE STREAM WAS LOCATED THE CANP-
SAWMILL AND CARPENTRY SHOP. IN 1973, SOURCE WAS TASEN TD
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PAGE:0035
ENVELOPE
CDSN = LGX980 MCN = 90022/06472 TOR = 900220917

HEADER

R 2209182 JAN 90

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC \ ~:)Y\”&/
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC N

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC

RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC g{~wv‘ PRy
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD | \ o
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC N

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC v

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC

RUEALGX/SAFE

R 220911Z JAN 90

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC.

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON //
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA//
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36//
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC,,

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR

RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG

BT

CONTROLS

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 03982

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0209 90

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/

BODY
COUNTRY : VIETNAM (VM)
SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0209 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN

SUBCAMP K-1, TAN LAP, VINH PHU BETWEEN 1977 AND 1980




PAGE:0036

DOI: 770000-800000.

SOURCE: SC SOURCE IS AN ODP
BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND A
FORMER ARVN 1LT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-1, TAN LAP
VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7700 - 8000. SOURCE
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION

CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE.

TEXT:

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE ONLY KNEW THAT THE TAN LAP
CAMP WAS IN VINH PHU PROVINCE AND THAT IT TOOK ABOUT
THREE HOURS BY VEHICLE TO REACH THE AM THUONG TRAIN
STATION.

2. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM HAD SIX SUBCAMPS
DESIGNATED K-1 THROUGH K-6. K-6 HELD SOME FORMER RVN
COMMANDOS (BIET KICH). ACCORDING TO CAMP RUMOR, K-1 AND
K-2 FORMERLY HELD DEPENDENTS OF THOSE WHO COLLABORATED
WITH THE FRENCH AND EVEN SOME FRENCH OFFICERS. THERE
WERE MUONG, NUNG AND HMONG ETHNIC MINORITIES LIVING IN
THE VICINITY OF K-2 AND K-4. THE VIETNAMESE LIVING IN
THE VICINITY OF TAN LAP WERE PREDOMINATELY CATHOLIC. ALL
SERIOUS MEDICAL CASES WERE SEEN AT THE DISPENSARY IN K-5.

3. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.
SOURCE WAS EMPHATIC THAT DUE TO THE ABILITY OF THE
INMATES TO COMMUNICATE AMONG THEMSELVES, THE FACT THAT
THEY WERE TRANSFERRED AMONG THE SUBCAMPS, AND THE FACT
THERE APPEARED TO BE NO "SECRET" DETENTION FACILITY
THERE, SOURCE WAS CONFIDENT THERE WAS NO AMERICAN HELD IN
TAN LAP WHILE HE (SOURCE) WAS THERE OR HE WOULD HAVE
HEARD ABOUT IT.

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS GENERALLY NONCOMMUNICATIVE
AND DECLINED TO FILL OUT A QUESTIONNAIRE. THE ABOVE
INFORMATION IS ALL THAT RO COULD ELICIT FROM SOURCE ON
TAN LAP.
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FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM2 POL SA
DATLO, JCRC EX/A).
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES-
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1. ... . GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS INFAMILIAR WITH TdE
AKEA SURROUNDING THE CAMP. THE NAMES OF THE NEAREY
VILLAGE AND DISTRICT VERE NCT RECALLED. THE CAMP WAS
SYTUATED IN A VALLEY SURROUNDED BY HICH MOUNTAINS IN VINH
FHU PROVINCE.  THERZ WAS A SMALL RIVER WHICH RAN THROUSH
T#h MIDDLE OF SHE X1 AND k5 SUB CAMPS.

z. CRIANIZATION. TAN LAP 4AS ORSANIZED INTD
$1VL SUB CAMPS, K1 THROUGH X5. K1 THROUGH X4 VERE USED
10 HOLD NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS JHILE KS HELD FORMER
MILITARY ANC CIVILIAN OFFICIALS OF PHE RN RESIME. .
SCCASIONALLY, X1 hilD SOME OF THE FIRMER RVN PERSONNEL IN
THE SPECIAL DETENTION FACILITI WHEN THEY BECAME
CISCIPLINASY PROBLEMS. SOURCE SPEND THREEL MONTHS IN THE
£1 SPSCIAL DETENTION FACILITY IN 1978, THE CAMP WAS
\LMINISTERED BY THE PUELIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE
FINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND fAS CCHMANDLD BY SENIOR CAPTAIN
((HGUYZN)) HWUY THUY. THERE WERE AEQUT 120 PSS PERSONNEL
CEARLING AND ADMINISTERING SUB CaxP KS #HICH ¥AS THE
LARGEST OF THE SUE CAMPS. TOTAL POPULATION IF K1 dAS
FRCM 420-500 INMATES.

3. D®HYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. WITR THE EXCEPTION
oy T4 SPECIAL DETENTION FACTLITY IN K1, ALL COMMENTS
He2biN PERTALN TO THE K5 SUB CAMP. K5 dAS SURRIUNLED BY
\ _v, sn“qw afan m;nd vALL, FHICH ¢4S TO"PED €1TH A INE
0¢, i
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€ FINAMESE COMMANIC CAPTURFT AND IMPKISOKLD Ix
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CEYJCS KUEALWY RUEKJCS RUEYJCS RUKQUCA RUEAIIA
EKL RUFFEX

CHRSE: DAG ~0/24/0%2
F¥ LSLAC BANGKOK TH//Fw-M1A// APPRY: DAO:WPLINNEAR
1C KUEKJCS / DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA/DANM// " DRFTD: DAC:RLARANT:SH

INYC KUEADW# / vEITFROUSE WASHDC//NSC DR. KARL H»nxmoz\\ PAC:JMCOLF

WUZEJCS / SECDLF WASHDC//CASL-1SA/Fi-MIA// LISTR: C#YON T2 13
KUFEJCS / JCS WASELC//JS5/0JCS=-Pi-MIr// DCM POL SA
KUHQEGA / USCINCEAC HONOLULY B1//32/3232/3%/38¢// EX/A DATLO JCh
WURAITA / Q1A WASHEC OkGC IN: oCP

RUHSPEA / RDA JORC tnice ciw 44w

WUEHEL 7/ USEAC KCALA LUMFUR

RUTENX / USLLO HON% XONG

SFRIAL: 117 € @24 e79¢ ac.
CCUNTIY ; VIETNAM (YM).
SUES TIP € 224 €792 92/PRISCN CHRONOLOZY OF FORMFN

SCUTH VIETNAMFSE COMMANIO

- DEFARTMENT OF TFFENSE

e

-SOULCE : FORMER SOUTH
NORTH
"o LLTNAM FROM FEP €2 UNTIL JAN R4. SOURCE RELTAPILITY PAS
NCT BEI}S VSPARLISKED,

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONY PEACH REPORT. IT
FEOVIDES Licisien DETAILS OF SOURCE'S IMPRISONMFYT IN THE
FCIICS ING TRISONS -~ THANH LIET, U/1 EVACUATION CAMP T
HHU THO, CQUYET TIEN, K1 TAN LAP, QUANG NINH, X4 PHO LU,
hA TAY, KIM YOI, THANA FHONG, AND T3 NGHE TINN. SOURCE
IIT NOT CPSERVE ANY CAUCASI FRISONERS IN THVSF CAMPS.
FIVE EFCNG COMMANDOS ¥EHE STILL HELD IN 73 NGHZ TINR WHEN
SOUECE *AS HELRASED ON 27 JAN 84.

TExT:

1. BACFCROUNL. RECRUITMENT, TRAINING, AND

A

SOURCY WAS KICRUITED OUT OF THE ARVN z2¥D
CIVISION EY ARVN ILT KA VAN ((51A)) (HAF VAWN
C WAS-ASSIGNED 10 THE TERRAIN FXPLOITATION
OF THE TICENICAL OFFICK (XHAD THACS TIAJ HINHF,
N TEUAATJ), OTHERS RECKULTED AT THE SAME TIME AS
¥ YFET SERGFANTS RBUL VAWN ((SAN) (RUIF VAWN SANJ),
POVAYHN NIEN (RULF VAMN GHTEUAR), BUL VAWN UT (BUTIF VAWKN
S), &sC UL VAN TU (BUI VAWN T¥), SOURCE, SAN, AND UT
1
*

€ L%~

YNLFL & CKY MGNTE BASIC THEORY COURSE (XAAY XUWNGJ COW
) ANL A STX WIEK IWTELLISENCE ACQUISITION COURSE

UT kY 1LT GIA AT A SAFE HOUST AT AN DUNRRCALLED

EESS £n TRAN NUNG LAC STRETIT, SAICON. AN UNIDENTIFIET
ASIAN UFSERVER MCONITORED SOME OF THEE TRAINING

ICNS., TEE STULENTS ATTEHDEDR CLASSES DURING THE DAY,
LLOWFL 10 REITURN HCMZ DURINS THT FYENINGS.

N, AND DT ALSO ATTENDED A THREF MONTH SIGNALS
CCURSE TAUGET BY (LXU) ((NGOC)), AND CAPTAIN

AT A SAFENOUST ON VO TANH STREET NEAR THR

LSECTION OF VO TANE AND BUI CHU STREETS. SOURCF, UT,
TU, AND SAN ATAFNIFI A ONF MONTH COMPRFSSED
TRAINING COURSE AT TAN SCN NHAT AIRFIFLD,

THE FIVE MAK TEAM WAS GIVEN A PRE-LAUNCH

FAETY AT THT VC TARH STRFET SAFEMOUSE. OTHERS

E L3C (L00C), AND

NGO THE ((LINE)) (NGOO THMEES LINH), THE TEAM'S
WAS TO SSTAPLISH EASES, RECRUIT PERSOHNEL, AND
SAFCTAGF OPERATICNS. THUE TEAM NAME WAS WUKOPA.
URCE w25 EUKOF2 1, TEF TEAM LVALER. SAN WAS EURQPA 2,
£ TRFGTY TEAM UEADER, COFMYO CHIEF, AND PSYCHOLO3ICAL
AKLE

B L RN e N o R A i

T % WA T IT

i

SPECIALIST, OMMUNICATORS UT, HIEN AND TU WERE
134 2, 4, ANT &, © TFAM BOARIFD A C-47 AT TAN SON
NUAT FIRLD AT 2200 nk3 ON 2@ FER 62, AND #AS INSEZRTED
TCRING T AREA OF LAKG 7UC (LANGF
EUCJ), 10 NE {T4R NEF), TAN LAC (TAAN LACJ) DISTRICT, HOA
FINM PROVINCY, SOURCE WAS CAPTURED ALONE FY THE LOCAL
VILIZGY MELITIA IMMRELIATELY AFTER LANCING., SOURCF

EARD FRCM 41§ CAFTCRS THAT TEE OTHEKS IN HIS SPOUP
CAFTURKED AT THE SAMT TIME. SOURCE WAS TRANSFFRRED
ALCHE FY JEEP TC TEY TAN LAC DISTRICT HEADQRUARTFRS WHERE
P wAS WELD ALCNE FO® TW0 DAYS., ON 23 FER A2 PSS
CHTICERS THANSPORTED SOUHCE BY JYWEP TO THANK LIKT PRISON,
o AERIVING AT 19€€ HKS ON THE SAME DAY,

THANY
€4.

LIXT FRISON, HANOI, 23 FEE €2 UNTIL
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RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC ~\§\;“ R WA,
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BT
CONTROLS
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0210 90

JERERREEEERR THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE **#*¥¥¥%%i¥%/

BODY
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM)
SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0210 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE kl\

TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN SEP 77 AND FEB 82

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
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DOI: 770900-820200.

SOURCE: Y44 /SOURCE IS AN
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND
A FORMER ARUN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7709 - 8202. SOURCE RELIABILITY
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES.

TEXT:

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNSURE OF THE EXACT
LOCATION OF THE REEDUCATION CAMP EXCEPT THAT IT WAS IN
VINH PHU PROVINCE. FROM K-5 IT WAS EIGHT HOURS WALK TO
BEN NGOC (A LANDING ON THE SONG HONG). FROM BEN NGOC IT
WAS FOUR HOURS FURTHER TO THE AM THUONG RAILWAY STATION.

2. _ ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
FIVE SUB-CAMPS KNOWN AS K-1 THROUGH K-5. K-1 AND K-5
WERE BUILT BY THE FRENCH AND WERE THE MOST SECURE. THE
OTHER SUB-CAMPS WERE BUILT AFTER 1975 TO ACCOMMODATE
FORMER RVUN OFFICIALS. THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE
PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF
INTERIOR. THE NUMBER AND NAMES OF CADRE ADMINISTERING
AND GUARDING THE CAMP WERE UNRECALLED. TOTAL POPULATION
OF K-1 WAS APPROXIMATELY 1,000 INMATES.

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. NEARLY ALL OF
SOURCE'S INCARCERATION AT TAN LAP WAS SPENT IN SUB-CAMP
K-1, THEREFORE, DESCRIPTIONS BELOW WILL REFER TO K-1
UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. THE COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE
ABOUT 200 METERS ON A SIDE. IT WAS SURROUNDED BY A FIVE
METER HIGH BRICK WALL. INSIDE THIS WALL WERE TWO
SEPARATE WIDE COILS OF BARBED WIRE. THE MAIN GATE WAS
LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WEST WALL. THE SOUTHERN
HALF OF THE COMPOUND CONTAINED SEVERAL ROWS OF DETENTION
HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 20 METERS IN DIMENSION. THE FIRST TWO
ROWS OF DETENTION HOUSES ENCOUNTERED AFTER ENTERING THE
MAIN GATE WERE MADE OF BRICK WITH CORRUGATED METAL
ROOFING. THESE TWO WERE REFERRED TO AS THE SPECIAL
DETENTION HOUSES. THEY WERE USED PRIMARILY TO HOLD THOSE
CONSIDERED MOST DANGEROUS TO THE COMMUNISTS RATHER THAN
BEING USED PRIMARILY AS DISCIPLINARY DETENTION. THOSE -
HELD IN THIS AREA WERE CHAPLAINS, MILITARY SECURITY
SERVICE. AND INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL. THE REMAINDER OF
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THE DETENTION HOUSE WERE CONSTRUCTED AFTER 19%5 OF WATTLE:
WITH THATCHED ROOFS. THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE COMPOUND |
WAS THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMPOUND CONTAINING THE MEETING
HOUSE, ASSEMBLY FIELD, DISPENSARY, CADRE ADMINISTRATION
BUILDINGS, GREEN VEGETABLE GARDEN AND WATER CISTERN. THE
THO ROWS OF SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES WERE SEPARATED FROM
THE OTHER DETENTION HOUSES BY A FENCE. ALL THE DETENTION
HOUSES WERE IN TURN FENCED OFF FROM THE ADMIN COMPOUND.
THERE WAS A GATE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NORTH FENCE OF THE
DETENTION COMPOUND ALLOWING ACCESS FROM THE ADMIN
COMPOUND, AND A GATE IN THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE
REGULAR DETENTION COMPOUND ALLOWING ACCESS INTO THE
SPECIAL DETENTION AREA.
. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE INVOLVED
IN MAKING BRICKS, COOKING, AND DOING BLACKSMITH AND ‘
CARPENTRY CHORES. THOSE INMATES IN THE SPECIAL DETENTION
AREA WERE ASSIGNED LABOR DUTIES INSIDE THE MAIN COMPOUND.

5. SCHEDULE.

0530 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE

0600 EAT BREAKFAST

0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS,
COMMENCE LABOR

1100 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT LUNCH

1300 CONTINUE LABOR

1600 RETURN TO CAMP

1700 EAT SUPPER

1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS

2100 SLEEP

6. INMATE POPULATION. NINETY PERCENT OF THE
INMATES WERE FORMER RVNAF OFFICERS. THE REMAINDER WERE
FORMER NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS, RELIGIOUS PERSONALITIES
AND CIVIL SERVANTS. THE FOLLOWING OTHER INMATES WERE
RECALLED--

- COL LE DINH LUAN, COMMANDER UNIT 101

- COL DUONG KY, DIRECTOR PROTESTANT CHAPLAINS

- COL PHAN PHAT HUONG, DIRECTOR CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS
INMATES WORE DARK GREY OR DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS
MADE OF "NAM DINH" CLOTH.

7. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS -
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN ;
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.
SOURCE WAS CERTAIN THERE WERE NO AMERICANS HELD IN K-1 ;
TAN LAP DURING HIS STAY THERE. EVEN THOUGH THOSE IN THE



e

SPECIAL DETENTION AREA WERE GENERALLY SEPARATED FROM THE
REST, INMATES IN BOTH SECTIONS HAD OPPORTUNITIES TO TALK
AMONG THEMSELVES.

COMMENTS : ~ SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS.

ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 2 ENCLOSURES.
1. MEMORY DRAWING = ., 1 PG, 1 CY

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH , 1 PG, 1 CY

DISSEM: ~  FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA
- DATLO, JCRC EX/A).

- SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES.
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RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA//
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CONTROLS
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0116 90

JREERRRRERRR THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE #¥¥¥¥¥%x¥s¥i/

BODY
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM).
SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0116 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K1,

TAN LAP, VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN APR AND OCT
1977
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pOI: 770400 - 771000.

SOURCE: : sC SOURCE IS AN
ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM BENEFICIARY AND A FORMER ARVN
MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM APR TO OCT 77. SOURCE RELIABILITY
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT -
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU
REEDUCATION CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE.

TEXT:

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU
REEDUCATION CAMP WAS LOCATED AT APPROXIMATE / /UTMCOORDS -~
VJ8678// MAP SERIES 1501 (AIR), 1 TO 250,000 SHEET NF43-
10

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
SIX SUBCAMPS NUMBERED K1 TO K6.  THE CAMP WAS
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 40 PERSONNEL
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF THE
CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 4,000 INMATES.

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K1 TAN LAP
COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE ABOUT 100 METERS ON A SIDE. IT
WAS SURROUNDED BY A BRICK WALL ABOUT 2.5 METERS TALL WITH
A 1.5 METER BARBED WIRE STEEL POST EXTENSION ON TOP. THE
MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EAST WALL.
GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. AFTER
ENTERING THE GATE, ONE FOUND THE CENTER OF THE COMPOUND
TO BE A SPACIOUS ASSEMBLY FIELD. A 15 BY 20 METER
MEETING ROOM MADE OF WOOD WITH A THATCHED ROOF WAS
LOCATED NEAR THE CENTER OF THE COMPOUND. IN THE MIDDLE,
CLOSE TO THE WEST WALL, WAS THE DISPENSARY AND THE
CRIMINAL INMATE KITCHEN. IN THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE OF
THE COMPOUND WERE LOCATED 10-12 DETENTION HOUSE
CONSTRUCTED OF BRICK WITH TILE ROOFS. ABOUT 8 BY 20
METERS IN DIMENSIONS, THE DETENTION HOUSES ACCOMMODATED
ABOUT 200 INMATES EACH. INSIDE THE GATE TO THE RIGHT
WERE TWO SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES THAT COULD HOLD 10
PRISONERS IN EACH HOUSE. OUTSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE
SEVERAL OTHER STRUCTURES THAT SERVED AS THE FAMILY
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VISITATION HOUSE, CAMP ADMIN OFFICES, AND SECURITY
OFFICE. MOST OF THE ADMIN BUILDINGS WERE OF BRICK WITH
TILE ROOFS. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE PRISON WAS BUILT

_ SOMETIME IN THE 1960°'S.

5. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 100-150
PRISONERS PER UNIT. UNITS WERE FURTHER DIVIDED INTO
TEAMS OF 10-15 PERSONS PER TEAM. WORK ASSIGNMENTS WERE
BY UNIT OR TEAMS- DEPENDING ON THE NATURE OF THE TASKS.

6. SCHEDULE.

0600

0700 WAKE UP, PERSONAL HYGIENE, EXERCISE, MUSTER,
- EAT
0700

- 1130 LABOR DUTIES
1130 - 1300 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT, REST
1300 - 1700 CONTINUE WORK
1730 - 1930 STOP WORK, EAT DINNER, SELF CRITICISM
- SESSIONS, PLAN NEXT DAY'S WORK
2100 SLEEP
7. INMATE POPULATION. THERE WERE ESTIMATED TO

BE NEARLY 4,000 INMATES, MOSTLY MILITARY OR CIVILIAN
OFFICIALS OF THE FORMER REGIME. OVER 200 OF THE
POPULATION WERE NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS. SOURCE
RECALLED COL TO VAN VAN 60 YOA A FORMER PROVINCE CHIEF,
COL DANG VAN SON, 65 YOA, CHIEF OF G-5, JOINT GENERAL
STAFF (DIED IN CAMP), AND NATL POLICE CAPT LAI VAN LAM,
47 YOA, NATL POLICE COMMANDER AT SONG PHA TO BE
PERSONALITIES AMONG THE INMATE POPULATION.

8. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS NOR
ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. DUE TO HIS RELATIVELY
SHORT STAY IN K1, SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO DRAW A SKETCH OF
THIS COMPOUND. THE INFORMATION HE PROVIDED ON SUBCAMP K5
IS THE SUBJECT OF IIR 6 024 0120 90.
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ENVELOPE :
CDSN = LGX633 MCN = 90023/13805 TOR = 900230926

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC .
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC \QA\j\\
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC R
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC ;;Cb
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC

RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC

RUEALGX/SAFE

R 230905Z JAN 90

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC.’ )

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON //
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA//

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36//

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC/,

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR

RUEHHK/USDLO  HONG KONG

BT :

CONTROLS

.

HEADER
R 230926Z JAN 90 \jtj i}ﬁﬁ
T

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04295

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0214 90

/***********;THIS4IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *#%%¥¥X%%%¥%¥/
BODY A

COUNTRY: - VIETNAM (VM)

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0214 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-2°
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 1978 AND DEC 80

ik

e



DOI: - 780000-801200.

SOURCE# - S¢  'SOURCE IS AN

. ODP:'BENEFICIARYUNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND

A FORMER ARVN: MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-2 TAN
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 1978 UNTIL DEC 80. SOURCE
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY : THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-2 TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURE.

TEXT:

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO PLACE THE
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION EXCEPT THAT K-2 LAY ON A STREAM THAT
EMPTIED INTO THE RED RIVER, AND WAS IN VINH PHU PROVINCE.
SOURCE COMMENTED THAT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF ETHNIC
MUONG, NUNG AND MEO PEOPLE LIVING IN THE AREA. THE
ETHNIC VIETNAMESE WERE PRIMARILY CATHOLICS.

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
FIVE SUBCAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE CAMP WAS
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) UNDER
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. SUBCAMP K-2 WAS COMMANDED BY
PSS 1LT NGUYEN VAN NAM. THE EDUCATIONAL CADRE WAS PSS
SGT ((LNU)) QUANG. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 PERSONNEL
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF K-2
WAS APPROXIMATELY 700 INMATES.

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-2 COMPOUND
FORMED. A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT WAS
SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. ABOUT
THREE METERS AWAY FROM THE BAMBOO FENCE, INSIDE THE
COMPOUND, WERE COILS OF CONCERTINA WHICH FORMED AN INNER
BARRIER. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS.
"ENTERING THE MAIN GATE THERE WERE THREE LONG DETENTION
HOUSES TO THE RIGHT AND TWO TO THE LEFT. THE DETENTION
HOUSES WERE ABOUT 5 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION AND MADE OF
WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFING. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE THE
DETENTION COMPOUND WERE A DISPENSARY, MEETING HOUSE,
WATER CISTERN AND A DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE.
SUBCAMP ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES, CADRE HOUSING, FAMILY
VISITATION HOUSE, AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AREAS WERE
LOCATED OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND.

§. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40

PAGE:0021
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PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WEREETNVOLVED
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN
VEGETABLES, AND SUGAR CANE. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT

_ALSO WERE. INVOLVED IN KITCHEN AND SANITATION DUTIES.

5. . SCHEDULE.

L e . ‘-

'0530- . AWAKENED BY CONG, EXERCISE, BREAKFAST.

0630- - - ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS

0700 COMMENCE LABOR

1200 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH

1400 CONTINUE LABOR

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER

1900 LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES

2100 SLEEP

6. INMATE POPULATION. FORMER RVNAF AND NATIONAL
POLICE OFFICERS ACCOUNTED FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE
INMATES. THERE WERE A FEW FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS AND
RELIGIOUS PERSONALTIES AS WELL AS COMMON CRIMINALS.
INMATES IN TAN LAP WORE DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS
WITH THE SUBCAMP NUMBER STENCILED IN LARGE LETTERING ON
THE BACKS OF THE SHIRTS.

T. . SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS,, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.

COMMENTS: "SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS.

DISSEM:  : FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM2 POL SA
- DATLO, JCRC EX/A).
- . SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES.

BT

#4295

PAGE:0022



W

RN S R

77 b 929 2 274 I

A LA

<o




A

VICZCTRI - *

FIt HURKJCS RUFADWY RUEXJCS RUEKJCS RUEQRQA RUEATIA
PUNGEPA PUYRKL RUEHHK

NE RHVHRK .muWQ\sp P25 ¢

R 2612047 JAN 30 SHRGE: DAO #1/26/2¢
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//P¥-MIA// APPRV: DAO: DMOORE

70 RUEKJCS / DIA WASHINGTON DC S RFTD: DARO:GEFSCEARCE:
INFO RUEADWW / WHITEADJSE WASHDS//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // DAD: JOGMIKI

RUEKJCS / SECDEV WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// DISTk: CHPON DAOY AMF

RUEKJCS / JCS WASADS//IS/0JCS—-PW-MIA// DeM POL SA
RURCHOA / USCINCFAC HONOLULU R1//32/3233/33/3135// DATLO JC®C FY/
RUEAIIA / CIA WASYDC, JRGIN: DOCR

RUHQEPA / CDR JCRC Ranmacxd rr ui
RUEHKL / USDAO KUALA LUOMPCR
RUFKEHK / USDLO HONG CONG

BT

Ai?.gm IS A STONY PEACH MESSAGE

SERTAL: 1IR 6 824 A22R 93

COUNTRY ¢ VIETNAM

SUBJ:; Jin 6 @24 P223 9A/ARSENCE OF AMERICANS IN PHE K-
2 TAN LAP'RLEDUCATION CAMP PETYFEN 7712 - €110

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Lol: , 771000-811000.

SOURCE: SC _SOURCE 1S AN
ODP PENEFICIARY UNDER PHE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND
“~PORMER NATTONAL POLISE CAPTAIN WHD WAS INCARCERATED IN

M R K-2 TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7712 - 8110,

"SOURCE RFLTARILITY AAS NOT BEEN RSTARLISHED,

SUMMARY ¢ ) TYIS TS A STONY FEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDFS LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRIAMIZATION
AND PPYSICAL CPARACTERISTICS OF THE K-~2 TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP IN YEN HOM DISTRICT, VINH PEU PROVINCE,
ENCLOSURF.

TEXT:

261024 JAN 92

251004 JAN Q2

1}
1. CFOGRAPHY, FRXACT LOCATION OF THE TAN LAP
CAMP SYSTEM ¥AS UMNKMOWN, RUT ACCORDING TO LOCALS NEAP THF
CAMP IT WAS IN YEN HOA DISTRICT OF VINH PHU PROVINCY.

2. ; OFGANIZATION, TFE CAMP ¥AS ORCGANIZED INTO
FIVE SUB-CAMFS NUMFERED X-1 THROUGV K-5, THE CAMP WAS
ADMINISTERED BY THE PURLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF TEE
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, THERE WFRE #POUT 42 PFRSONNEL
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING PRE CAMP., POPULATION OF k-2
WAS 700-5¢0 INMATES.

3. .. ) PHYSICAL CAARACTERISTICS. TRF K-2 CAMP
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANCLE ABOUT 228 PY 3€8 METERS. IT
WAS SURRDUNDFD BY A BAMBOO FENCE WHICK IN TURN WAS
SURROUNDED BY A 2.5 METER FIGH EARBED VIRE FENCE. GUARD
TOVERS YERE LOCATED IN TRE FOUR CORNFRS. TRE MAIN GATE
¥AS LOCATFD IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SOUTH FENCE. [INSIDE THEK
COMPOUND WERE FIVE DFTENTION ROUSES ARRANZED IN TWO
PARALLEL NORTH TO SOUTR ROWS, THE DETENTION ROUSES WERE
ABOUT 6 BY 3@ METERS IN DIMENSTONS MATF OF WATILE WITH
TRATCHED ROOFS. EACH DETENTION HOUSE RRLD ABOUT 132
INMATES, A LARGE, A BY 5¢ METER MFETING ROOM OCCUPIFD
THE MILDLF OF TRE COMPOUND, BEHIND IT WAS A SMALL
DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE ABOUT FOUR METERS SCUARFE.
THIS BUILDING WAS TEE ONLY ONE INSIDE THE COMPCUND BRUILT
OF BRTCK WITH A TILF ROOF, A SMALL DISPENSARY WAS
LOCATED IN TRF SOUTREAST CORNER, TRE INMATE KITCHEN WAS
LOCATED IN THE WRST RO¥ OF DETFNTTON ROUSES. OUTSICE, ON
TRE DIRT ROAD LEADING INTO THE DETENTION COMPOUND, THE
FOLLOYINS FACILITIFS WERE FOUND: TFAMILY VISITATION
BOUSE, ANIMAL PENS, WAREMOUSE, CAMP BEADGUARTERS, CADRE
ROUSING, CADRE KTITCHEN, GENFRATOR HOUSE, AND CARPENTRY
SHOP, IN TEFE IMMEDIATE VISINITY OF THE ADMINISTRATION
AREA WERE TWO FISH PONDS, RERBAL MEDICINF AND GREEN
VEGETABLE GARDENS.

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. [INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DFETAILS RY UNITS (DOOIJ) VWITH APOUT 3@-40
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LARIR TAS{S WERE INVOLVED
VITH GROWING CROPS, MOSTLY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN
VEGETABLES, AND SUGAR CANE, GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT
ALSO WERE INVOLVED IN KITCHEN, SANITATION, AND CARPENTRY
DUTIES,

251084 JAN 92
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K -1zeom . UNKNOWN. SOURCE ONLY KNEW IT WAS ON A STREAM NYAR THE
. RED RIVER IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. .

YZCZCTRI *
RR RUEKJCS RUEADWW RUEKJCS RUEKJCS RUHQHQA RUEAIIA z. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
RUHQBPA RUEEXL RUEHHK - FIVE SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH §-5. THE CAMP
T RUTHEK #5243/01 029 »¢ WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF
. THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. K-2 WAS COMMANDED BY PSS 1LT
R 290t41l JA) 9@ ] CHRGE: DAO 81/29/90 ({LKU)) NAM VO (5.YOOF). THERE WERE ABOUT 20-30
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// APPRV: DAO:DMIORE PERSONNEL GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. TOTAL
70 RUEKJCS / DIA WASHINGTON DC, RFTD: DAO:GESCEARCE:t POPULATION OF THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 7@€ INMATES.
INFO RUEADWY / WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // DAO :JGMIKI : i
RUEYJCS / SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-1SA/PW-MIA// DISTR: CERON DAO3 AME 2, ,  PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. K-2 WAS SURROUNDED
RUEKJCS / JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS=PW=MIA// DCM POL SA EY A 2.5 METER HIGE BAMBOD PENCE TOPPED WITH BARBED WIRE.
RUEQHQA / USCINCPAC BONOLULU HI//J2/3233/13/33¢// DATL) JCRC EX/A GUARD TOWERS #XRE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. A LARGE
RUEAIIA / CIA WASHDC, ORGIN: OCR 12 Y 66 METER MEETING HOUSE OCCUPIED THE CENTER OF THE '
RUKQBPA / CDR JCRC BARBERS PT Hi COMPOUND. FIVE S BY 30 METER DETENTION HOUSES OF MASONRY
RUEHYL / USDAO XUALA LUMPUR . CONSTRUCTION WITH THATCHED ROOFS WERE -LOCATED IN TWO
RUEHHK / USDLO HONG XONG : FPARALLEL ROWS. THE INMATE KITCHEN WAS L)CATED IN ONE OF
BT THOSE ROWS. ADDITIONALL INSIDE ‘THE COMPOUND WERE FOUND A
. T1SPENSARY, DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE AND A WATER
. CISTERK.
£, LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
THIS 1S A STONY BEACH MESSAGE : INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITR ABOUT 5@
" PRISONERS PER UNIT, PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED
FTURIAL: I1IR € 824 0233 99 WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEK
. VESETAELES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSD VWERE
COUNTRY: _ VIETNAM (VM) : INVOLVED IN ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, KITCHEN DETAILS OR

: SANITATION.
SUEJ: 1IR 6 @24 9233 9¢/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE X-

A&Aem a>zmr>v 1mmccn>a—oz CAMP BETWEEN 7710 - 8189 : 8., . SCHEDULE.

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

LolI: 771000-810900 . . ,
€. ) INMATE POPULATION. K-2 INMATES WERE
PRIMARILY MADE UP OF FORMER RVNAF AND NATL POLICE
nﬂﬂhH\ OFFICERS WITH FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS, RELIGIOUS
SOURCE: . . . . T .TT . . -SOURCE IS AN ODP PERSONALITIES, AND CRIMINALS MAXING UP THE EBALANCE. THE
PEMEFICIARY UNGER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND A
FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE k-2 TAN .
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 771@ -8123. SOURCE RELIABILITY
iAS KOT BEEN ESTABLISHEL. GC 29¢641 JAN o0

MARY: . THIS 1S A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT

#{OVICES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING TRE ORGANIZATION . -
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE X-2 TAN LAP

REFLUCATION CAMP IN VINY PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURE.

TEXT:

1. GEOGRAPHY. EXACT LOCATION OF TAN LAP WAS

5C ) 290641 JAN 98
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A

1

ENVELOPE
CDSN = LGXx831 MCN = 89248/07659 TOR = 892481006

R 0510022 SEP 89

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUCGCHS/NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC
RUEADWD/0CSA WASHINGTON DC

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC

RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC

RUEALGX/SAFE _

R 0510012 SEP 89 .
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// _

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC.

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR. KARL JACKSON//
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-1SA/PW-MIA//
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA//

RUHQHQA 7USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36//
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC

RUHQBPA/COR JCRC BARBERS M1 mi

RYEHKL/USDAD KUALA LUMPUR

RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG

BT

CONTROLS

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0400 89.

/exxssxsxrss THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *x#ssxxsxxxt/

BODY
COUNTRY : VIETNAM (VM) .
SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0400 BS/TAN LAP PRISON SVSTEM, VINH

PHU, VIETNAM, JUN 78 TO JAN 80

DOI: 800117,

PAGE: 0013
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SOURCE : S & SOURCE IS A
VIETNAMESE ORDERLY, DEPARTURE (ODP) DESIGNEE AND A FORMER
INMATE AT TAN LAP FROM JUN 78 TO JAN 80. SOURCE
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY : ~ THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION
CAMP SYSTEM IN VINH PHU PROVINCE.

TEXT:

1. mocmnm~w PRISON CHRONOLOGY AT TAN LAP.

- DATES SUBCAMP

16 - 18 JUN 78 K1

18 JUN 78 - 22 JuL 79 K4

22 JUL 79 - 20 NOvV 79 K2

20 NOV 79 - 27 DEC 79 K7

27 DEC 79 - 17 JAN BO KS

2. GEOGRAPHY . SOURCE COULD NOT DRAW A SKETCH OF

THE GENERAL LOCATION OF THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM. (RO
nezzm24i|mo SHOWED SOURCE MAPSHEETS L7014, 595211 AND
6052111, SOURCE COULD NOT LOCATE ANY OF THE FIVE
SUBCAMPS IN WHICH HE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN HELD.)

3. ) LAYOUT. SOURCE COULD NOT SKETCH THE GENERAL
LAYOUT OF ANY OF THE TAN LAP PRISON SUBCAMPS.

4. ORGANIZATION, THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM WAS
ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR AND STAFFED
BY PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) CADRE. K5 WAS THE
LOCATION OF THE CENTRAL TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM
HEADQUARTERS. K7 WAS THE SMALLEST SUBCAMP, WHERE ALL
INMATES WORKED AT A BRICK KILN. NONE OF THE SEVEN
SUBCAMPS WAS RESERVED FOR ANY SPECIAL CATEGORY OF
PRISONERS. (SOURCE COMMENT--THE INMATES UNDERSTOOD THAT
THE SYSTEM WAS DIVIDED INTO MANY SUBCAMPS SOLELY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF FACILITATING FREQUENT TRANSFERS TO BREAK UP
POSSIBLE ORGANIZATIONS AMONG THE INMATES.)

5. INMATE POPULATION.
Kt - 2,000 .

K2 - 1,000 - 2,000

K3 - UNKNOWN

K4 - 400 - 500

K - 2,000

K6 - UNKNOWN

PAGE:0014



A\\&!.
ERld

" __ & W

v N

PAGE: 0015
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6. NO FOREIGN INMATES OR MIXED RACE INMATES WHO
COULD BE MISTAKEN FOR FOREIGNERS WERE HELD IN THE TAN LAP
PRISON SYSTEM. SOURCE HEARD FROM SEVERAL UNIDENTIFIED
INMATES THAT DURING APPROXIMATELY MAR 78, TwO CAUCASIAN
AMERICAN COLLABORATORS HAD PASSED THROUGH K2 SUBCAMP.
SOURCE HEARD THAT THE COLLABORATORS SHOWED PROPAGANDA
FILMS AT REEDUCATION CAMPS, BUT SOURCE NEVER SAW THE
UNIDENTIFIED CAUCASIANS (NFI).

7. CADRE., SOURCE CLAIMED TO BE UNABLE TO RECALL
THE NAMES OF ANY CADRE AT TAN LAP. (RO COMMENT--LATER IN
THE INTERVIEW RO ASKED IF SOURCE HAD EVER HEARD OF
((NGUYEN)) VAN THUY (IDENTIFIED IN TRAI CAI TAO, THE
REEDUCATION MEMOIR OF ((PHAM)) QUANG GIAI, AS THE TAN LAP
COMMANDER). SOURCE RESPONDED THAT PSS 3>LOD ((NGUYEN))
VAN THUY WAS THE COMMANDER OF THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM
AND THAT THUY WAS TRANSFERRED TO THANH LAM CAMP OF THE
THANH HOA PRISON SYSTEM AT THE SAME TIME AS SOURCE'S
TRANSFER IN JAN 80. END RO COMMENT.)

8. LETTER BOX NUMBERS. THE LETTER BOX NUMBERS
USED WITHIN THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM WERE 12ATD63/TL/K1
THROUGH K7. SOURCE COULD NOT EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF
12ATD63/TL.

Q_ REF DIA/PW-MIA REQUIREMENT

SOURCE NEVER SAW OR HEARD OF ANY SOVIET OR OTHER FOREIGN
PERSONNEL IN THE AREA OF THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM. NO
FOREIGN DELEGATIONS VISITED TAN LAP. NO PAVN MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS, NO AIRFIELDS OR HELICOPTER LANDING PADS
AND NO SPECIAL HIGH SECURITY AREAS OR HOSPITALS WERE IN
THE AREA. INMATES AT TAN LAP ROUTINELY WORKED ON LABOR
DETAILS UP TO TWO KILOMETERS OUTSIDE THE SUBCAMP WERE
THEY WERE ASSIGNED. INMATES ON LABOR DETAILS DID HAVE
CONTACT WITH THE LOCAL POPULACE, WHO WERE AT FIRST
UNFRIENDLY, BUT LATER WERE WON OVER BY INMATES WHO GAVE
THEM SMALL GIFTS OF MEDICINE, FOOD, OR CLOTHING. THE
LOCAL POPULACE IN TAN LAP WERE ETHNIC VIETNAMESE (VIET
KINH). (SOURCE COMMENT--LOCAL POPULACE AROUND THE THANH
LAM-THANH HOA CAMP WERE BLACK THAI).

10. SOURCE‘S TRANSFERS FROM WITHIN TAN LAP.
SOURCE COULD NOT RECALL THE DETAILS OF HIS TRANSFER FROM
K1 TO K4. SOURCE TRANSFERRED FROM K4 TO K2 IN A GROUP OF
APPROXIMATELY 60. THE GROUP LEFT K4 ON FOOT AT :
1500 HOURS AND ARRIVED AT K2 AT APPROXIMATELY 1700 HOURS.
SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM K2 TO K7 WITH APPROXIMATELY
60-70 OTHERS ON FOOT. THE 7-8 KILOMETER TRIP TOOK
APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS. SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM K7
TO K5 IN A GROUP OF 15, WHO TRAVELED THE ONE KILOMETER
DISTANCE ON FOOT. SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM KS TO
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A

THANH LAM CAMP IN A LARGE GROUP. SOURCE' GROUP TRAVELED
IN FOUR OR FIVE BUSES.

n. SPECIAL DETENTION AREAS WITHIN TAN LAP.
SOURCE CLAIMED NOT TO KNOW THE LOCATION OF ANY SPECIAL
DETENTION AREAS WITHIN THE TAN LAP SYSTEM. (RO COMMENT--
RO ASKED SOURCE IF IT WAS TRUE THAT THERE WAS A SPECIAL
DETENTION BLOCK AT K1. SOURCE RESPONDED, THAT HE WAS ONLY
AT K1 FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS AND WAS CONFINED IN A BARRACKS
DURING THAT TIME.)

COMMENTS :

1. SOURCE WAS FRIENDLY BUT DIDN'T GIVE THE
IMPRESSION THAT HE WAS TRYING VERY HARD TO RECALL ANV
DETAILS. SOURCE WAS A TOTAL LOSS AT TRYING TO LOCATE THE
CAMP ON 1 TO 50,000 MAPS, EVEN AFTER THE RO SHOWED HIM
THE ROUTE TO THE CAMP.

2. . SOURCE KNEW OF NO NAMES FOR THE TAN LAP CAMPS
OTHER THAN THE K NUMBERS. SOURCE DIDN'T KNOW THE K
NUMBERS FOR ANY OF THE THANH HOA SYSTEM CAMPS.

#5020
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~ ELE \;{1 N
L RO
167 (PCXX) #10/14/87% %03:09:43.9.5* { \-’t
ZCZC 08:08:34Z (EC) b~
EMI DIG : 87101402304306 VI
\J f
.\
R 140341Z OCT 87 \J

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC

RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD

RUEALGX/SAFE

R 140241Z OCT 87 .

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36//
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA//
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS//
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE

RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN

RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI

BT

SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206
. 3562 OCT 87

SUBJ: JCRC RPT .87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN
- PRISONERS PREVIOUSLY HELD IN SON LA

1. SQOURCE:

- A. NAME: ScC

- B. DOB:

- C. POB: S>L>

- D. FORMER POSITION: LTC ARVN,
- E. PRESENT LOCATION: S;C\
- F. IDENTIFICATION DATA:

- G. DATE OF INFORMATION: 1977
- H. MAP USED: SHEETS 5951-1, 5951-4; SERIES
L7014

- I. DATE OF INTERVIEW: 16 SEP 87

- J. NAME OF INTERVIEWER: MR. G.E. BELL, GS-13,
DOD

2. SUMMARY: SOURCE, A 53 YOA MALE VM REFUGEE

FORMERLY ASSIGNED TO THE RVNAF JGS J3, PROVIDED
FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS OBSERVATION OF
WRITING ON A PRISON WALL WHICH HE BELIEVES WAS MADE BY
FOREIGN PRISONERS IN MUONG THAI RE- ED CAMP SON LA
PROVINCE. END SUMMARY.

PAGE
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3. ~ INFORMATION: SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME -
DURING EARLY 1977, WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCATION IN

MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP, SON LA PROVINCE, HE OBSERVED

FOREIGN WRITING CARVED INTO A WALL. SOURCE STATED THAT

SINCE SOME OF THE WRITING WAS OBVIOUSLY ENGLISH HE

BELIEVED THAT U.S. POWS HAD BEEN HELD THERE PREVIOUSLY.
SOURCE STATED THAT THE WRITING CONSISTED OF WHAT
APPEARED TO HIM TO BE PERSONAL NAMES OF FORMER INMATES.
SOURCE ‘WAS NOT ABLE TO RECALL ANY OF THE NAMES WRITTEN
ON THE WALL. SOURCE OPINED THAT THE NAMES HE SAW CARVED
INTO. THE WALL WERE WRITTEN IN ENGLISH, GERMAN, AND
FRENCH. SOURCE BELIEVED THAT SOME OF THE NAMES WERE
THOSE OF FORMER THAI INMATES BUT THE NAMES WERE WRITTEN
WITH ROMANIZED LETTERS RATHER THAN SANSKRIT . SOURCE SAW
THE NAMES CARVED INTO A WALL OF A MASONRY/ROCK BUILDING
OF SUB CAMP (PHAN TRAI) THREE OF MUONG THAI CAMP.

y, SOURCE DESCRIBED THE ROUTE TAKEN BY HIM TO
MUONG THAI CAMP AS FOLLOWS: FROM THE YEN BAI TRAIN
STATION FOLLOW ROUTE 13A TO THE SONG DA RIVER FERRY
CROSSING. AFTER CROSSING THE FERRY GO ACROSS NGHIA LO
PROVINCE THROUGH DEO LUNG LO PASS TO THE MUONG COI ROAD
JUNCTION. CONTINUE ON TO THE PHU YEN ROAD JUNCTION AND
FROM THAT ROAD JUNCTION PROCEED STRAIGHT FOR THREE MORE
KILOMETERS TO MUONG THAI CAMP (MWONGF THAIR).

5. 'SOURCE STATED THAT WHEN HE ARRIVED IN THE CAMP

. HE AND OTHER INMATES WERE ISSUED TWO PRISON UNIFORMS

EACH. SOURCE RECALLED THAT MOST OF THE INMATES WERE
ISSUED DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS WHICH WERE CALLED
"TU BINH A" (ASIAN POWS) UNIFORMS. THE ASIAN TYPE
UNIFORMS WERE MADE FROM COTTON CLOTH AND WERE LOCALLY
SEWN IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE ASIAN UNIFORMS HAD A 10
CENTIMETER WIDE VERTICAL WHITE STRIP OF CLOTH SEWN DOWN
THE BACK OF THE SHIRT AND A FIVE CENTIMETER WIDE
VERTICAL STRIP OF CLOTH SEWN ON THE OUTSIDE OF EACH
TROUSER LEG. A SMALL NUMBER OF INMATES WERE ISSUED ’ o
ANOTHER TYPE OF UNIFORM WHICH WAS CALLED "TU BINH AU"
(EUROPEAN/WESTERN POWS). THE EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS
WERE ALSO MADE OF COTTON BUT ACCORDING TO CAMP GUARDS
WERE SEWN IN THE PRC. THE EUROPEAN UNIFORMS WERE A
LIGHT BURGUNDY COLOR WITH FOUR TO FIVE CENTIMETER WIDE,
VERTICAL STRIPES WHICH WERE DARK BURGUNDY IN COLOR. THE
DARK BURGUNDY STRIPES WERE ACTUALLY WEAVED INTO THE
CLOTH AT THE TIME OF MANUFACTURE RATHER THAN SEWN ON
LATER. THE CLOTH USED FOR THE EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS
WAS OF NOTICEABLY BETTER QUALITY THAN THE CLOTH USED FOR
THE ASIAN UNIFORMS. ACCORDING TO CAMP GUARDS THE
EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN ISSUED TO
ALLIED (DONG MINH) POWS. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT THE
NATIONALITIES OF THE "ALLIED" POWS BUT SPECULATED THAT
SOME OF THEM WERE AMERICAN PILOTS. SOURCE BASED HIS
SPECULATION ON THE FACT THAT THE UNIFORMS WERE IN NEW
CONDITION. SOURCE ADDED THAT IF THE UNIFORMS HAD BEEN

0017
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USED FOR DIEN BIEN PHU ERA "ALLIED" ;bWS THEY WOULD HAVE
BEEN OVER 20 YEARS OLD AND NOT IN SUCH GOOD CONDITION.
BT ‘
#5206

NNNN

NNDD

PAGE 0018



L

PAGE 0013

MSGNO 169 (PCXX) #10/14/87% %¥03:09:44.1.2%
ZCZC 08:08:34Z (PC)
EMI DTG : 87101402311977

R 140341Z OCT 87
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC
RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD
RUEALGX/SAFE
R 140241Z OCT 87.
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/336//
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA//
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS//
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE
RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN
RUHHHMA /CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI
BT ’
. EZ1:
SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206

3562 OCT 87
SUBJ: JCRC RPT .87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN
ALTHOUGH SOURCE BELIEVED THAT AMERICANS HAD PREVIOUSLY
BEEN HELD IN THE CAMP, HE DID NOT OBSERVE OR HEAR ABOUT
AMERICANS BEING HELD THERE. EXCEPT FOR THE WRITING
CARVED INTO THE WALL OF THE BUILDING WHERE HE WAS HELD,
SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY IDENTIFICATION MEDIA, .
PERSONAL EFFECTS, OR DEBRIS WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN LEFT
BEHIND BY ANY AM RICAN POWS. SOURCE DID OBSERVE ONE
AIRCRAFT WING, APPROX SEVEN METERS IN LENGTH, WHICH WAS
BEING USED AS A FOOT BRIDGE TO CROSS A STREAM APPROX THWO
KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE CAMP. SOURCE RECALLED THAT
THE WING WAS SILVER/ALUMINUM IN COLOR. SOURCE RECALLED
HAVING OBSERVED A WHITE STAR PAINTED ON THE WING BUT DID
NOT RECALL ANY NUMBERS OR OTHER MARKINGS. SOURCE
RECALLED HAVING SEEN SEVERAL BOMB CRATERS AROUND MUONG
THAI CAMP AND SPECULATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT WING HAD COME
FROM THE WRECKAGE OF A U.S. AIRCRAFT WHICH HAD BEEN SHOT
DOWN WHILE BOMBING THE AREA DURING THE WAR. SOURCE DID
NOT HEAR ANY DETAILS CONCERNING THE SHOOTDOWN OF THE
AIRCRAFT OR THE FATE OF THE CREW. SOURCE DID HEAR FROM
LOCALS (U/I) IN THE AREA THAT THE CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY
BEEN USED AS A WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION PLANT. SOURCE
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ASSUMED THAT THE AREA HAD THEREFORE EEEN AN IMPORTANT
TARGET FOR U.S. AIRCRAFT.

6. ~ ~ SOURCE RECALLED THAT MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP WA
SUBORDINATE TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. THE CAMP WAS
GUARDED/ADMINISTERED BY AN ARMED PAVN FORCE COMMANDED BY
A PAUN SR CPT (NAME NOT RECALLED) WHO WAS A NATIVE OF
NORTHERN VIETNAM AND QUITE TALL FOR A VIETNAMESE. THE
CAMP DID HAVE A LETTER BOX NUMBER (LBN) BUT SOURCE WAS
NOT ABLE TO RECALL THE NUMBER. . SOURCE VAGUELY RECALLED
THAT THE NUMBER WAS PRECEDED BY THE LETTERS “NT." WHEN
SOURCE FIRST ARRIVED IN THE AREA IN MID-1976 HE WAS HELD
IN CAMP SIX OF INTERCAMP TWO LOCATED NEAR THE MUONG COI
ROAD JUNCTION ON.HIGHWAY 13. AFTER APPROX NINE DAYS
SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO MUONG THAI CAMP WHICH
CONSISTED OF SUB CAMPS ONE AND THREE. SOURCE WAS HELD
IN CAMP THREE ALONG WITH APPROX 500 OTHER INMATES WHO
WERE FORMER. ARVN MILITARY OFFICERS WITH THE RANK OF LTC.
SUB CAMP THREE WAS LOCATED ACROSS A SMALL HILL AND
APPROX ONE KILOMETER FROM SUB CAMP ONE. SUB CAMP THREE
HAD THREE MASONRY BUILDINGS WHICH HAD BEEN BUILT DURING
THE FRENCH PERIOD. THE CAMP HAD SEVERAL THATCH
BUILDINGS FOR CAMP CADRE WHICH WERE BUILT BY INMATES
AFTER THEY ARRIVED IN THE AREA. THE CAMP HAD TWO
KITCHENS FOR INMATES AND ONE FOR CADRE. A SMALL

. DISPENSARY WAS STAFFE$ BY INMATES WHO WERE FORMER ARVN

MEDICAL PERSONNEL INCLUDING DR (LTC) TON THAT TUNG. THE
CAMP ALSO HAD A SPECIAL DETENTION AREA FOR THOSE WHO
ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE AND A BLACKSMITH SHOP FOR MAKING
TOOLS SUCH AS SHOVELS AND HOES. THE CAMP ALSO HAD A
BUILDING FOR RECEPTION OF VISITORS BUT SOURCE NEVER SAW
ANY VISITORS WHO CAME TO THE CAMP. THE CAMP HAD A STOCK
PEN FOR RAISING PIGS AND CATTLE AND ALSO A FISH RAISING
POND. INMATES WORKED PLANTING VEGETABLES, CUTTING
TIMBERS, CUTTING BAMBOO, BUILDING/REPAIRING CADRE
HOUSING, CARRYING WATER FOR VEGETABLE GARDENS, AND
RAISING LIVESTOCK. WORK HOURS WERE FROM 0700 TO 1700
HOURS WITH A NOONDAY REST FROM 1100 TO 1400 HOURS.
INMATES' HOLIDAYS WERE 1 MAY (INTERNATIONAL LABOR DAY),
> SEPTEMBER (SRV NATIONAL DAY), 22 DECEMBER (PEOPLE'S
ARMY ESTABLISHMENT DAY), AND THE LUNAR NEW YEAR (TET).
SOME INMATES WHO SOURCE WAS ABLE TO RECALL INCLUDED

FORMER ARVN INF LTC NGUYEN DUY HIEN, FORMER ARVN RANGER

LTC DINH VAN MANG, FORMER MILITARY MEDICAL CORPS DR TON
THAT TUNG, AND FORMER MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS)
LTC NGUYEN VIET TUU.

7. SOURCE REGISTERED WITH THE COMMUNIST
AUTHORITIES ON 14 JUN 75. SOURCE WAS INITIALLY HELD IN
LONG GIAO RE-ED CAMP AND REMAINED THERE UNTIL SOMETIME
DURING LATE 1975 WHEN HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TAN HIEP,
BIEN HOA. IN JUNE 1976 SOURCE WAS MOVED TO CAMP SIX,

PAGE
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INTERCAMP TWO, SON LA. AFTER APPROX NINE DAYS SOURCE .
WAS MOVED TO CAMP THREE MUONG THAI. 1IN EARLY 1977 CAMP

THREE MUONG THAI WAS MOVED APPROX 20 KM WEST TO MUONG

LAN AND WAS THEN CALLED NEW CAMP THREE (TRAI 3 MOI)

MUONG LAN. SOMETIME DURING EARLY 1978 SOURCE WAS MOVED

BT
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MSGNO

170 (PCXX) %¥10/14/87% *03:09:U44.2.1%

PAGE

ZCZC 08:08:34Z (PC)
EMI DTG : 87101402313302

R 140341Z OCT 87

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC

RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD

RUEALGX/SAFE

R 140241Z OCT 87.

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36//
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA//
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS//
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENT ANE

RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN

RUHHHMA /CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI

BT

SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206

3562 OCT 87
SUBJ: JCRC-RPT 87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN
TO CAMP TWO SON LA AKA MUONG COI. SOMETIME DURING EARLY
1979 (POSSIBLY MARCH) SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO SUB CAMP
"B" NAM HA, HA NAM NINH. IN DECEMBER 1980 SOURCE WAS
AGAIN TRANSFERRED TO THU DUC AKA CAMP Z30D HAM TAN-THUAN
HAI. SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM RE-ED ON 18 JAN 82.
SOURCE ESCAPED ON FOOT FROM GO DAU, TAY NINH ON 29 MAR
87 AND ARRIVED AT THE THAI BORDER ON 8 APR 87. EXCEPT
FOR THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE SOURCE DID NOT
OBSERVE OR HEAR ABOUT ANY AMERICANS REMAINING IN
INDOCHINA. SOURCE GAVE A POSSIBLE FORWARDING ADDRESS

| S D

SOURCE FORMERLY APPLIED FOR DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM VIA
THE ODP AND WAS ASSIGNED CASE NUMBER IV 038814 ON 13 OCT
84. SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO OBTAIN AN EXIT PERMIT AND
DECIDED TO ENTER THE REFUGEE STREAM DUE TO THE LONG
WAIT. SOURCE'S HAND DRAWN MEMORY SKETCH WITH GOOD
DETAIL WILL BE FORWARDED TO CDR JCRC AND VO-PW
SEPARATELY.
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8. COMMENT: SOURCE RELATED HIS INFORMATION IN A
LOGICAL MANNER WITH NO REQUESTS FOR REWARD OR
ASSISTANCE. SOURCE HAD IN HIS POSSESSION A RE-ED
RELEASE PAPER INDICATING THAT HE WAS RELEASED FROM THU
DUC RE-ED CAMP ON 18 JAN 82. SOURCE'S RELEASE PAPER WAS
SIGNED BY DOAN MACH (DDOANF MACHJ). SOURCE CLAIMED TO
HAVE ATTENDED THE ALLIED INFANTRY COMMAND OFFICER COURSE
AND THE ALLIED INFANTRY MOTOR OFFICER COURSE AT FT
BENNING, GA DURING 1957. SOURCE HAD A LETTER FROM FT
ENNING VERIFYING HIS ATTENDANCE. SOURCE'S LETTER OF
VERIFICATION WAS DATED 17 AUG 87. SOURCE CLAIMED TO BE
A GRADUATE OF NATIONAL MILITARY ACADEMY CLASS 12.

SOURCE IS LISTED ON PAGE 165 OF THE ARVN OFFICER'S
REGISTER.

BT
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0JCS INFORMATION

. SERVICE CENTER COPY NUMBER

.5" DOOR OPENED ONTO A TWO METER WIDE ENCLOSURE WHERE THERE WAS A

== ROUTINE : 1YUW RUEAIIA7783 0550801 B
ZWATER BASIN AND A LATRINE. CIGARETTE BUTTS IN THE CELL WERE OF

R 24N74R7 FFR 88

10 DIA//VO-PM/WICK TOURISON

SUBJECT: ALLEGED FOREIGN PRISONERS AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION
CANP :

1. PER DISCUSSIONS WITH DTA/VO-PW ANAIYSTS RRANCH CHTFF
WE ARE FORWARDING INFORMATION PATA
FROM PROBABLE FABRICATOR ~ &

2. BEGINNING OF REPORT: SUMMARY: THREE TIMES--IN ABOUT
JUNE 1985, JULY AND SEPTEMBER 1986, RESPECTIVELY--THREE OR FOUR
PRISONERS WERE DROPPED OFF AT NIGHT IN THE SPECIAL CONF INEMENT
AREA OF IONE K-1 AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP, VEN LAP DISTRICT,
VINH PHU PROVINCE. THE PRISONERS, FEATURES NOT SEEN, WERE MUCH
TALLER THAN THEIR ESCORTS. THEY WERE CONFINED T0 A REMOTE
SPECIAL DETENTION CELL IN K-1 THAT WAS NOT OTHERWISE USED. THE
CHIEF MEDIC AT IONE X-1 SAID THE PRISONERS WERE FOREIGNERS BUT
DID NOT ELABORATE ON THEIR NUMBER OR IDENTITY. VHILE THE
SPECIAL PRISONERS WERE AT K-1 IN JUNE 198S, MINISTRY OF
INTERIOR GENERAL PHAN LONG VISITED AND AN UNIDENTIFIED VICE
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER
1085. THE CAMP HAD AN ADDITIONAL ZONE, IOME K-2, ABOUT TWO
KILOMETERS AWAY FROM IONE K-1. EIGHT XILOMETERS BEFORE
ARRIVING AT X-1, THERE WERE THREE OTHER IONES THAT FORMED THANH
HA REEDUCATION CAMP. ' .

3. TEXT: THREE TIMES--IN ABOUT JUNE-1985, JULY AND
SEPTEMBER 1986, RESPECTIVELY--A REMOTE CONFINEMENT CELL IN TONE
K-1 OF TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP, YEN LAP OISTRICT, VINH PHU
PROVINCE, WAS ORDERED CLEANED. A SOVIET "UWATT" AND A JAPANESE
TOYOTA DROPPED OFF THREE OR FOUR PRISONERS IN THE SPECIAL
CONFINEMENT AREA ONE OR TWO NIGHTS LATER. THE SUPERINTENDENT
(GIAM THI), MANAGER (TRUC TRAI), AND PERSONNEL OFFICER OF ZONE
K-1 ESCORTED THE PRISONERS TO THE CELL. EACH PRISONER CARRIED
A FATRLY BULKY BAG, ASSUMED TO CONTAIN CLOTHING AND SLEEPING
GEAR. THE PRISONERS WERE MUCH TALLER THAN THEIR ESCORTS WHO
CARRIED FLASHLIGHTS AND AN OIL LAMP. THE FEATURES OF THE
PRISONERS, HOWEVER, COULD NOT BE SEEN. FOR ABOUT ONE WEER
SPECTAL FOOD WAS BROUGHT TWICE A DAY IN TWO COVERED 20-LITER
CONTAINERS FROM QUTSIDE 2ONE K-1 TO THE CELL WHEN THE OTHER
CAMP DETAINEES WERE WORKING IN THE FIELDS. WHILE THE SPECIAL
PRISONERS WERE AT K-1 IN JUNE 1985, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (B0
NOI VU-BNY) GENERAL PHAN LONG VISITED IT AND AN UNIDENTIFIED
VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER
1986, EACH TIME FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS. ONE ADDITIONAL GUARD WAS
POSTED IN THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT AREA FOR THE WHOLE WEEK. THE
GUARDS WERE CHANGED EVERY TWO HOURS.

4. DURING THE FOLLOWING DAYS. THE CHIEF mtDIC AT ZONE
K-1, SECOND LIEUTENANT ~AArE SAID THE PRISONERS WERE
FOREIGNERS BUT OID NOT ELABORATE ON THEIR NUMBER OR IDENTIiY.
A WECOMPLAINED THAT HE DID NOT LIKE THEIR BEING AT THE CAMP
BLCAUSE IT REGZIGET MORE WORZ TO CARE FOR AND WATOM THEM. O
THESE OCCASIONS, ~a=éUSUALLY ASKED FOR IMPORTED VITAMIN B-12,
ANTIBIOTICS, SOMC GTHER MEDICINE AND CANNED MILK WHEN HE WENT
TO THE PRISONERS® CELL.

5. THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT CELL WAS ABOUT SIX BY THREE
METERS LARGE. 1T HAD A FIVE BY 2.2 BY 0.6 METERS CONCRETE
PLATFORM AS A BED. IT DID NOT CONTAIN ANY FURNITURE OR OTHER
ITEMS. IT WAS CLEANED AND SPRAYED BEFORE EACH USE. THERE WAS
ONE DOOR AT EACH OF THE DIAGONALLY OPPOSITE CORNERS. THE REAR

\
ACTION DIA/SPEC(10) (M)

MCN=B8055/02713  TOR=88055/0759Z TAD=d8055/1550Z  CDSN=MIA594
A PAG

“ 7. THE CADRE OF K-1 INCLUDED:

" INSTRUCTORS/POLITICAL WARDENS AND 35 ARMED GUARDS TO CONTROL ‘

A BETTER BRAND THAN THOSE USED BY CAMP CADRE. THE CELL WAS
LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF ZONE K-1. IT WAS UNOCCUPIED
AND REMAINED LOCKED AT ALL OTHER TIMES.

6. NEXT TO THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT CELL WAS ANOTHER CELL
FOR UNDISCIPLINED PEOPLE OR THOSE SUSPECTED OF ATTEMPTING T0
ESCAPE. THESE PEOPLE WERE CONFINED FOR A MAXIMUM OF SEVEN TO
TEN DAYS. THERE WAS A THIRD CELL IN THE AREA USED YO DETAIN
PRISONERS WHO NERE STRONG-ARM NEN OR FOREMEN OVER OTHER
INMATES. THIS AREA, LIKE THE AREA OF THE OTHER TWO DETAINMENT
CELLS, WAS SURROUNDED BY HIGH BRICK WALLS. EACH-AREA HAD ONE !
GATE OPENING INTO THE CENTRAL YARD OF THE CAMP:—THERE WAS ONE
GATE BETWEEN, THE TWO AREAS. iy

A. (FNU) NAM, BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN, ‘BORN ABOUT 1945
IN HAI HUNG PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.65 METERS TALL AND
WEIGHED 60 KILOGRAMS (KGS). HE OFTEN YELLED BUT WAS NOT
BRUTAL. HE WAS DEPUTY OF THANH HA REEDUCATION CAMP BEFORE HIS
ASSIGNMENT AS SUPERINTENDENT OF ZONE X-1 ATSTAN LAP.

B. (FNU) CHI, NICKNAMED THE OLDNOMAN (BA GIA), BNV | W
FIRST LIZUTERANT, GORN ABOUT 1952 IN NAM DINH, HA NAM NINH B
PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.62 METERS TALL AND WEIGHED 50 KGS.
HE WAS THE K-1 PERSONNEL OFFICER. HE HAD A QUIET BUT SHREWD
CHARACTER.

C. (FNU) NGUYET, BNV SECOND LIEUTENANT, BORN ABOUT
1960 IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.55 METERS TALL AND
WEIGHED 47 KGS. HE HAD A BRUTAL AND CUNNING CHARACTER.

’ _D. CUOC, BORN ABOUT 1955 IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE
PRACTICED ACUPUNCTURE IN ADDITION TO GENERAL MEDICINE. ALL THE
AROVE CADRE ACCEPTED BRIBES.

8. AS OF LATE 1986, IONE K-1 ALSO HAD 16

SOME 1,200 CRIMINALS FROM NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE PRISONERS WERE
LOCKED AT NIGHT IN TWELVE 40 BY SIX BY FOUR METER BUILDINGS.

IN LATE 1984 OR EARLY 1985 ALL PRISONERS FROM SOUTHERN VIETNAM
WERE MOVED FROM TAN LAP, REPORTEDLY TO NAM HA, HA NAM NINH
PROVINCE. ONE OF THE LAST SOUTHERNERS TO GO WAS DOCTOR (FNU)

* HAN, BORN ABOUT 1933. HE HAD BEEN A MAJOR IN THE SOUTH

VIETNAMESE ARMY.

A
SUBJECT: ALLEGED FOREIGN PRISONERS AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION
Canp

9. TAN LAP CAMP 1S ABOUT 30 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF AM
THUONG TRAIN STATION, THE ONE BEFORE YEN BAI (VK 8793) WHEN
COMING FROM HANOI. IT CONTAINED AN ADDITIONAL ZONE, ZONE K-2,
ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS AWAY FROM ZONE K-1. EIGHT KILOMETERS
BEFORE ARRIVING AT K-1, THERE WERE THREE OTHER ZONES--K-3, K-4
AND X-5--THAT FORMED THANH HA REEDUCATION CAMP. DETAILS OF
THUGE ZONLo WERE NOT KNUWN. PRISONER> Ai TAN LAP rRODUCED
RICE, VEGETABLES, LUMBER, AND BRICKS AND UNDERWENT HARSH :
TREATMENT SIMILAR TO THAT AT ANY OTHER CAMP. !

10. { COMMENT: THE REFUGEE CLAIMED THAT AFTER BEING |
SENT TO TAN LAP, HE BRIBED CHI AND CUOC MONTHLY ALONG WITH THE
OTHER CADRE. IN RETURN HE WAS MADE A MEDICAL HELPER, WAS
NOT FORCED TO WORK IN THE FIELDS AND LIVED IN THE DISPENSARY
WHERE HE COULD OBSERVE THE ARRIVAL OF SPECIAL PRISONERS AT |
NIGHT. HE DID NOT KNOW HOW OR WHEN THE PRISONERS WERE TAKEN
AVAY.) -

E 1
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OJCS INFORMATION

/ SERVICE CENTER

CoMMENT: SoiRcE IS S Q- BORN SO

ﬂ? HE WAS ARRESTED IN 1979 AND.
1984 FOR ORGANIZING THF NFPARTIRF OF REFUGEES. ONE OF HIS
CO-ORGANIZERS WAS wAmé€ AND THE CHILDREN OF SC
LEFT VIETNAM AND RESETTLED IN SD . THEY SENT GIFTS
10 Cc ‘s WIFE WHO, IN TURN, GAVE THEM TO HIM TO BRIBE VARIOUS
OFFICIALS. S C_ ESCAPED FROM TAN LAP, RETURNED TO HAIPHONG
AND ONE YEAN LATER LEFT VIETNAM ON 04 OCTOBER 19R7. HF ARRIVED
IN HONG KONG ON 1S D BOAT NUMBER SO REFUGEE
NUMBER sry HEILING CHAU CAMP.) END OF REPORT.

12. THE BIOGRAPHICS ON SC. 1S AS FOLLOWS: SC
CLAIMED THAT AFTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL HE ENTERED THE
CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS AND LATER BECAME A CONTRACTAR  IN 1979
HE CONSPIRED WITH SOME SINO-VIETNAMESE, INCLUDING N+CTO
ORGANIZE THE FLOW OF REFUGEES TO HONG KONG. AFTERAAEAND
S’ CHILDREN LEFT, SC  #AS ARRESTED AND JAILED IN TRAN
PHU PRISON, HAIPHONG CITY. HE OBTAINED HIS RELEASE THROUGH
BRIBES. 1IN 1984 S C AGAIN ORGANIZED REFUGEE DEPARTURES. HE
WAS ARRESTED AGAIN, SXNTENCED TO FIVE YEARS HARD LABOR AND
JAILED IN HOA LO PRISON, HANOI. LATER HE WAS SENT TO K-1 AT
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. HIS WIFE, WHO REGULARLY RECEIVED
GIFTS FROM THEIR CHILDREN IN GREAT BRITAIN, BRIBED MINISTRY OF
INTERIOR FIRST LIEUTENANTS CHI AND CUOC, AS WELL AS OTHER.TAN
LAP CADRE, SO THAT _SC. J0ULD BE MADE A MEDICAL HELPER. AFTER
18 MONTHS, HE WAS ALLUWED TO WORX AND SPEND THE NIGHT OUTSIDE
THE CAMP. HE THEN CULTIVATED GOOD RELATIONS WITH  tiame WHO
LIVED ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS FROM -1 GATE. WITH wama”
ASSISTANCE, HE MANAGED HIS ESCAPE AND RETURNED TO HAIPHONG
¥HERE HE BRIBED PUBLIC SECURITY CADRE IN ORDER TO AVOID

1./

ARREST. HE LEFT VIETNAM ON 04 OCTOBER 1987. HE ARRIVED HONG
KNG ON s D BOAT NUMBER < D  REFUGEE NUMBER
S

13. S SAID REF INFO CAN BE CHECKED WITH HOA AND CUOC
If SOMEONE WOULD TALK TO THEM IN° S 5. NAME, GIVING THEM
SPECIAL GIFTS. THE BEST GIFT FOR CUOC WOULD BE A GOOD SET OF
ACUPUNCTURE NEEDLES. ./e»= IS FROM A VIETNAMES E ETHNIC MINORITY
GROUP, MARRIED WITH -1wU IEENAGE CHILDREN. HIS OLD MOTHER AND
RIS BROTHER LIVED WITH HIM.

14, A MAP OF K-1 IONE OF TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP, DRAWN

BY ST IS BEING TRANSMITTED TO US AND WE WILL FORWARD IT TO
YOU WHEN RECEIVED. .
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;_. . cdn minh thi ching ¢6 gl.

uin gldo alin
' phdng o1 dang
n- i 8¢, rdl adng chi a6 1ul ra ngodl,
a,0ong phong chi.cé 18! va anh thanh

pdng chi cin B
mot thanh ni¢n vio

'nidn no. Anh ta cdn tré, da trdng,
5 o len cd 1o miu tréng, éo blu- ©
doag cd va, quin sl, chan al dép -

nhya. Cudc phéng v4n cla toi duge .
phéng vién blo Titn -
Phong. T6i mubn hél chuyén anh.
Anh c6 bidt bio Titn Phong chir .7

_Thua ¢ biét. O tral nay hing
ngay chung tél dugc doc bio Nhén
DAn, bso Tién Phong va chc blo
khée. L .

—Anh tén 12 gl 1—td1 hél

_Tol 1A Nguydn Quy _Hba,
~ Cubc phdng vén gita i (P.V)
vi snh ta (Hoa) ti€p tyc.

—Té 13

P.V.— Anh c6 tht nél rcw ve gia -

dinh v bin than 7 P
Hia —B6 t6i 1am nﬁ.:.:.@:n mdt -

841 xe,’'me ban hang miu dich, ddu -

43 vB huu. Trong gia dinh, t&i
12 con O3u, ba em di ai 1am, mét
em con dang di hge.” .

al
P.V.—Anh 13 ngugi Ha Néi 7.
Hya—Vang, & ngd 2 Lé Vin Huu..
P.V.—Anh @3 aén 25 tudl?
Hoa—26 tubl... .
P.V.—Anh cir néi tiép al.
_ Hbda -~ Tél hoc & truong Ly Ty
Trong 6én hét 16p 7 thl thél hoc vd
xin di lam. Nim 1971 tof #5 vio
hoc ‘nght 16p 18, théng thudc Ccong
ty dién nudc nhung theo hoc duge
ba théng thiy chan nén vd. T xin
tac xa .
Thanh Binh rdi
hop tdc x3 dép nhya Hidn Luong
aér n3m 1979 th} bt d3u hu hong...
P.V.—Theo anh thi do ddu ?
Hbda—Ban. T
P.V.—Ban x8u chu, ! .
Hoa—buing thé g. NhUng duaa bgn
nhu Ngoc chira xe may,

~

e

(goi thé& vl Quang nhiy tau gidl)
ra ré nhau in choi,
hu'hdng. . | . . .

P.V.—Anh a3 can &n 13n ndo chua?

Hpa—D3 mét 13n... (83u Hoa hol
cal xuéng va giong nhd ai. Nim
1979 131 63 cung véi Ngoc pham i
danh. nhau va xam pham tai sin ri¢ng
cba cong dan. Sau 86 lal cung vol
Minh giat dbng hd & ctra rap chifu’
bing, rdi bi bit. Toa 4n quin Hal
. B4 xu phat hai nim tu tr théng
.WE-B dén thang 7-1981 thl duge
Ve, | .
PV.—~Th&éWnndy ? .
Hoa—V3 nha, t61 8&n & véi b2 &:
Tha .14 Guge siu thing yén n
T6l chua cb vigc lam va cling chua
nhip Gugc hd tich. Dang Tic tim
trang budbn b3 thi nhing &ira ban
, <t lai 4én. Ho nhi2u quin %o dign
Ho mdt
| 431 minh mai thl d&n lic n

=“._=- phii aai lal. The 12 151 lat

W@:ﬂ»»Zan ﬁvrp:. <pow:.= cll. Tol
: V. n nay phdi t trung
L— Sogsuaw »_.a.u:ww. vv ..

“thé ndo?

lai bd qua lam & .

¢ MEu nhd -
bubdn. ban quin &o cd, Quang ‘atdus -

dua” 601 Bt

as-

pV.—O trgl, anh 1am gl at cil |

tao minh. ..
Hya—Ngodl hoa tip, tuin theo
ndl quy cas -tral, 8 lao 40ng 12

a6l sin xuft mau, trdng lac, ngd,
Khoal, sin. Toi c8 ging lao 40ng.
¢hl tgo va sau @6 augc cdo tral
ngh} 1¢n ban
bd cho. 8l 1Am
T
1ai, m&l dugc tham gia vdo td phae
cua tral. . L
. P.N.—Din tral,
nhirng b dung g1 ? B
Hoa—Ngodl quin 4o cia minh,
t6i 43 Gugc cdp quin -40, chin

anh nhin dugc

man, x3 phong gijt. Théng mdi
. ngudl duge cfp gidy, phong bl
.va tem @& viét thu cho gla dinh.

P.V.—Anh thdy ob1 séng & tral
Hoa—Phil vio tral tip trung
¢Al tao 13 khd roi, 1a mit ty do

oL Nhung phdl nél s
thin & tral ndy 12 48 chju, cé loa
truygn thanh, sich béo,

Phong vén trai’v ien

vin nghé, tudn

45i th® thao,

dugc, xem ti-vi ba t6i. T6 hom
qua chung 181 vira dugc xem bd
phim «Con méo nhungs. An thi
con thifu thén nhung ngoai phan
Nha nuéc cho, tragi da g sin
xuft thém luong thyc, thye phim

. cho trgl vién.

p.V.—O trai anh vin dugc O
téc. nhu vay?

Hoa—Céan . bd khong
‘nhung ¢ang khong
Chiée -toug-do cla
: hdng nén t&i @& téc
c6 phin -chua dung Quy

AT cAt «cuas
dugc At dai.
tral méi bj

- djnh.

“ tral vién

th& ndy cing-

Nhung thanh nién ma’ cit qué ngidn
:6:« n6 cung thé naa 4y

P.V.—Nhu vy, cde cin bd quin
gifo vd blo vé cing khong khét
khe vél céc anh 2 .

Hba—Da. Cén'bd rat  nghiém
nhung a6f x& vél phem nhan va
tral vién rft nhin' dgo, cé tinh
ngudl Al cdi tgo 6t thl dugc

thuéng, al ph4 phich thl bi 137
Juit nhung khong "bj 48 xiu thd
bao. Cbinh diu ndy @i giup cho
tin & chinh sich va c6
ging cii tao .minh.

P.V.—Anh ¢6 lic ndo ndy rs ¥
nghi bd trén? - -

Hda—L2 1& ciing c6 ngudl bd
trén nhung truéc sau d¥u bj bit
tr& lal va nhu vay ti cing n3ng
hon. :

PV.—Viy anh c6 nguyén vong
gi?- S *
trét sa

Hoa—-Toi 63 vido con
duong 101 18i) Gid h6i hin cing
43 muén. Tha thit’ cé luc toi
cing lo thoi gian cil tao bj kéo

dal. Tol nghi phal quyét tam lao
ddng cil tao minh, mong dugc
hudng sy khoan hbdng a® sau ba
nim .dugc tr& v@ gia dinh, lain
ngudi cong dan luong thiégn va
xay dung gia dinh riéng.
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A 161 trgl ginm, .truoc mat chone
"6l 14 ddy tudng ceo, chang™

dy thép gal, cd chdi gac. Budi,

sdng min 40ng midn trung du

abi co véng vé, gid thdi lonh cong

tay. Chnh cdng sit mé& ra. chung toi

vio. Chot tit c& moi nguai adu reo:
— Cha, hoa dep qua !

T B vnn Chidy, gibm thi:
trei T4n LOp huéng diin chang t0i- @i |
- tham irel, git adu

— Mot trai vien tré. cham séc
Ngoc Ha, én tham" mang cho anh hot

co du cée logi hoa. *

N6i tidp vudn hoa 1& nhing ‘vuon -
.rau xanh . nhong cdy. du di, ring- -
chubi... Bén tréi chung 101 1a 180 x¢/ -
ben phéi 13 thg moc dong ad, lién dob

. -1 nha rén tiéng bua agp tren de chi -

chét.
Lol qua mit

trgl vien. Tudng quét voi tréng, cio

«Sgch budng, dgp traim, «Thi dua
sin xufl ndng cao Adi séng trai vien ».

Dong chi cOng sn huing 44n ching

10} tiép tyc gidi thitu

— DAy ld noi-tap trung nhang .
nzudi An ngng va nhitng troi vien du

din nhit, ahdng « diu giu » nhu tiéng
14ng ho thudng £oi, chi nhing Lay anh
chj cbm 0fu chc «bhng » cudp ciic
« hoi » trdn 101, Cic adng chi vua
thdy hg dang Lring rou trong khu trgi.

Con nhang ngudi khic, dugera . lant”

& nuoal ddng.-lén nuong hoi ché, ai
lam thg moc, thg xdy, nfu tinh diu
hyong nhu xuft khdu. ng ngudl

. nhang lubng hos ndy. Nha anh ‘ta &
. gibng. Thé la b6n mva trei ching: 01 -

|8 tuéng. Chung 101
. @A bubc hin viao khu nhd & caa che.

. sh cb chén song. Nhung trudc mdi -
. - nhi, 68 co6 vuén hoa. Trén tudng 14
. nhidu Ap phich dep. V& nhing khiu "
“hiéu ma chi & ddy mél co: « pém
_nghl @idu hay, nedy lam vige toL ».

titn by..nh&t tht mot minh vdo rang. ..
.héi cii,.chan trdu khong cin.al theo...
‘canh_giCe. .. .

- Chung 10i bat thot 1én &, .

¢, —“Nha to nhu.thg ndy thi rong ‘rai
Cquak L

| —:Vang—mot trong aheng chién st
_cong an. tré 1udi tra 101, —RAt rong
., rai, hidu theo ca nghia cy the va nghia
truu tugng, sinh dong cla t& ndy.

Toi chot nhé lgl ¥ kién cua ngudi
nao 46, trudc khi toi ddy : — Seo 1gi
nhu thé dugc ? Ho aa gdy ra 161 18m
phai bt ho_chiu hinh phat nong chur !
-Thidy té Chidu cudi hikn hiu noéi ¢ .

— Ngay & trong nganh- chung 1
ciing.cOn mot 36 it ngudi quan aiém
chua dung. Nhung trugc hét xin mai
che adng chi lam quen véi cic trgi

tgp chinh trf
cai tao L0t va
.quy cua -trgi.

_ nhing ngudi dan
— Em 1&n -trg

. troi, em dugc h
trgl, 1dm -ban khai. nh
minh aa 1dm ngodi xa hQi vd hua cam
ngoon tieu'cbuln. cia
Do ia nhgn rd 101 13i-
cua minh va Uép tyc phat gihc asng
bon con & ban ngoai ; ¢l

ké&t thyc hi¢n du
ngudi trai vién,

Hién em & adi nl
muén ba nam & tryl, s& hoc

vian. 80% s6 nay la thanh ni¢n,

Chung 10} agbi hol chuyCn Lé Qudc
Khénh, phé Ly Nam D¢ 21 tudi. Khanh
tré mang, da tréng, mé Lron. Cdu hoc
sinh 16p 10 nhin thodng bidt . 1a rit
nghich. Daitai phai caa Khénh dul
mot 10 tron (A2 deo khuyén 7). Mg
Khénh I1a mot bac s, con bl 1 cén bo -

'® Chign 1 cong an ~ ngudi quén.
© Nhing van de datora’

4 vé huu. Chang 10i mubn-bi&t Khéanh
ah8n xét.nhu thé ndo vd . chl noi va
g cim. gid anh... ...
i thang 5-1g82. Vao

oc noOt quy,.ky luft-cia -
ang.vi¢c xdu -

hju khé- hoc
: lno ddng a¢
thye hi¢n ady au ndi

ong-.nghiép, .¢m -
dugc mot

ngh® gi diy cho phi herp. Nhung

THAYGIGTRAICAITAOTAHLAP?

@ Cac trai Vién song nhi thé nao? .-

giao, nha su pham

DIEU TRA
" pudl dbu’ Gi gdt, cﬁy em lam.c0ng
. ,chidog kém ai. vao trai-mdi .agudi

man va 64p chidc. chan do gia dlnh
giui vao cho... .
ndo, anh bj mang md, dénh cop 1.

khiing khiép. Nhung khi doan xe cho
chung em iU Héalo qua ciiu Long Bién

thi trong s ngudi dd nhidu lBn can an,.

reo : Tan Lop roi | Dén day, em méi
hidu thé ndo 14 mot trgi cal’tgo.’. " |

(Xem tiép trang 2)

. dugc linh mot 10.quan 4o, chén. man, -
" nhung em xin phé¢p dugc .ndm. chiéc .:
.. . = Kécho 1bi r;ghe cu”lh&. 6 lﬁn

. LBn dau tién pham t0i, thu thyc.. -
. .chi nghe hai chir nhd 1o 1A em @3 Lhdy
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SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 05804

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: .IR 6 024 0255 90

JHRERRERRRRR THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *¥k¥¥k¥ixix/

BODY
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM)
SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0255 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4

TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7807 TO 8205

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE



DOI: 780700-820500.

SOURCE: S /SOURCE IS AN
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND
A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7807 - 8205. SOURCE
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM JUL 78 TO

MAY 82. ENCLOSURE.

TEXT:

1. CEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS
LOCATED ABOUT 10 KM FROM THE AM THUONG RAILWAY STATION IN
VINH PHU PROVINCE.

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
FIVE SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE CAMP
WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PSS CAPT ((Ca0)) BA DAU
COMMANDED SUB-CAMP K-4 AND CAPT ((HAN)) TRI TRACH WAS HIS
DEPUTY. ((LNU)) PHU WAS THE INMATE MANAGEMENT CADRE FOR
SOURCE'S UNIT. THERE WERE ABOUT 60 PERSONNEL GUARDING
AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF THE K-Y4 WAS
APPROXIMATELY 400 INMATES.

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. K-4 WAS SURROUNDED
BY A BARBED WIRE FENCE ABOUT 2.5 METERS TALL. GUARD
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE THE
COMPOUND WERE TWO LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 5 BY 80
METERS MADE OF WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFS, A MEETING
HOUSE, INMATE KITCHEN, DISPENSARY/EMULATION HOUSE,
SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSE, AND A LATRINE BUILDING. ACROSS
FROM THE MAIN GATE WAS THE CADRE COMPOUND CONTAINING SUB-
CAMP ADMINISTRATION OFFICES, CADRE HOUSING AND MESSING
FACILITIES, WAREHOUSES, CADRE MEETING HOUSE AND FISH
PONDS.

y, LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 4o
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN
VECETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE
INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION, CARPENTRY, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY ,
BRICK MAKING, KITCHEN AND SANITATION DETAILS.

PAGE:0023



5. SCHEDULE. =

0530 WAKE UP  MUSTER, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE
0600 BREAKFAST

0620 ASSEMBLE, ‘RECEIVE WORK ASSIGNMENTS

0700 COMMENCE LABOR

1130 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH

1330 CONTINUE LABOR

1730 RETURN TO CAMP

1800 SUPPER -

1830 MUSTER, LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES

6. \ INMATE POPULATION. THE FOLLOWING FELLOW
INMATES WERE RECALLED.

MAJ (VNAF) ((NGUYEN)) VAN TRUONG, HELO COMPANY COMMANDE
CAPT ((THAN)) MANH HOANG, INF COMPANY COMMANDER

MAJ ((HO)) SI HOE, G-1, STH INF DIV

1. * SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN

CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.

COMMENTS:

1. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE INTERVIEW AND
ASKED FOR NO FAVORS-

2. IN JULY 1977 RIGHT AFTER SOURCE WAS
TRANSFERRED FROM SUOI MAU TO T2, LT1, HOANG LIEN SON, HE
SAW AN ALLEGED AMERICAN ABOUT 30 YOA. HE AND OTHER
FELLOW INMATES WERE TOLD BY CAMP CADRE THAT THAT
INDIVIDUAL WAS FORMERLY AN AMERICAN PW WHO VOLUNTEERED TO
REMAIN IN VIET NAM FOLLOWING THE 1973 PRISONER EXCHANGE.
SOURCE RECALLED NOT OTHER DETAILS OF THAT ALLEGED
AMERICAN, BUT COMMENTED THAT HIS PRESENCE WAS COMMON
KNOWLEDGE AMONG MOST OF THE HOANG LIEN SON INMATES.

ENCL: °  TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 1 ENCLOSURE
MEMORY DRAWING , 1 PG, 1CY .
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA

- DATLO, JCRC EX/A).

——

- SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES .

PAGE:0024
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RUEKJCS RUEADNWY RUEKJCS RUEKJCS RUHQHQA RUEAIIA
iQBP RUEHKL RUEHHKX

RUERBK #5590/81 830 **

© cececec

2004512 JAN 90 CHRGE: DAO 91/30/90 0
USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// APPRV: DAO:DMIORE
RUEXJCS / DIA WASHINGTON DC/ RFTD: DAO:tGESCEARCE:SMM
‘0 RUEADWW / YHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // DAO:JGMIKI 0
:XJCS / SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-1SA/PW-MIA// DPISTR: CHRON DAO3 AME
‘KICS / JCS WASHDC//J5/03CS-PU=MIA// DCM POL SA

iQHQA / USCINCPAC HONOLULU ¥1//12/1233/32/336//
JAITA / CIA WASHDC, ORGIN: OCR
{QBPA / CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

JEKL / USDAQ KUALA LUMPUR

JKHK / USDLO HONG XONG

SECTION 81 JF 2 BANGKOK TH//PW- 25592

‘S IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE
akts o Y1irls 024 249 90
INTRY: VIETNAM (VM)

3y I1R 6 624 2249 9@/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN TEE X-
AN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7707 TO 8101

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ot 770700-810100.

JRCE. . Se ~ /SOURCE IS AN

» BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND
‘ORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN
> REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 77@7 - 8101. SOURCE

“IABILITY PAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISRED.

MARY ¢ THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. 1T
)YIDES LIMITED INFIRMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
3 PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP
:DUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM JUL 77 T0

| 81. ENCLOSURE.

(AL .
2 GB 300451 JAN 90

1 r— |

DATLD JCRC EX/A ¢

0

0

g

302451 JAN S

. . GEOCRAPHY. SOURCE WAS NOT SURE OF THE
LOCATION OF THE CAMP EXCEPT THAT IT WAS IN VINH PHU
PROVINCE. i

2. ... .. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS JRGANIZED INTO
six SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED X-1 THROUGH K=5, AND X-7.
TRT CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE
(PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 30
PSS PERSONNEL GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING K-4. TOTAL
>0PULATION OF THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 550 INMATES.

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. X=4. WAS SURROUNDED
BY A BAMBOO FENCE THEN. A BARPED WIRE FTENCE AS TRE OUTER
BARRIER. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED 15 THE FOUR CORNERS
AND AT THE MAIN GATE. INSIDE THE, COMPOUND WERE THREE
DETENTION HOUSES ARRANGED IN A U SHAPE. TEACH DETENTION
HOUSE MEASURED ABOUT 5 BY 30 METERS ANL WAS MALE OF DIRT
WITH A THATCHED ROOF. A LARGE MEETI NG ROUSE OCCUPIED THE
MIDCLE OF THE COMPOUND. INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE ALSD
THE INMATE KITCHEN, MEDICAL AID STATION, EMULATION HOUSE,
DISCIPLINARY DETENTION AND LATRINES. OQUTSIDE THE
COMPOUND WERE CHICXEN COOPS, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE,
CENERATOR HOUSE, WAREHOUSE, CARPENTRY SHOP, AND CAMP
ADMINISTRATION FACILITIES.

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DETAILS .BY UNITS (D0O01J) WITH ABOUT 40-5¢
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED
VITE GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSD) WERE
~u%wvmwc IN CARPENTRY, BLACKSMITH, KITCHEN AND SANITATION
U M .

5. SCHEDULE.

¢50¢ AWAKENED BY GONG, PERSONAL HYGIENE, EXERCISE,
- BREAKFAST

2600 COMMENCE LABOR

1209 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH

1300 - CONTINUE LABOR

17090 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER

1800 _LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES .

21¢e SLEEP

200451 JAN 9@
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- e == e ese o= No .

m ' : : 1. . . GEIOGRAPHY, THE TAN LAP CAMP SYSTEM HAS i
;y VLOCATED IN SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINR PHU PROVINCE NEAR THE

> VZCZCTRL * : © AM THUONG RAILWAY STATION.
UEXJCS RUEADYY RUEKJCS RUEXJCS RUKQHQA RUEAIIA . .
D mmmmMm>umcn=xr mcnxxw X e i O < ORGANIZATION., THE CAMP WAS JRGANIZED INTO
IE RUFHEY #5589/01 00 ** FIVE SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED ¥-1 THROUGE ¥K~-5. THE CAMP

WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF

K 2284507 JaN 98 CHRGE: DAO €1/38/90 -~ THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 PSS
D (@)

< FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//P¥W=MIA// APPRV: DAO:DMIORE PERSONNEL GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING K-4. TOTAL
T0 RUEKJCS / DIA WASHINGTON DC. RFTD: DAO:GESCEARCE:SMM POPULATION OF THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 5¢0 INMATES.
~ INFO RUEADWW / WHITEHOUSE WASEDC//NSC DR KARL. JACKSOM // DAO:JGMIXI o :
RUEKJCS / SECDEF WASHDC//OASD=ISA/PU-MIA// DISTR: CHRON DAO3 AMB 3. ~ PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE X-4 CAMP
RUEKJCS / JCS WASHDC//35/0JCS-PU-MIA// DCM POL SA COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 350 BY 454 MRTERS. IT
3 RUHQHQA / USCINCPAC EONOLULU H1//J2/3233/33/326// DATLO JCRC EX/A () WAS SURROUNDED BY A BAMBOO FENCE ABOUT 2.5 METERS RIGH. .,
" RUEAITA / CIA WASEDC, ORGIN: OCR 7 GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE .
RUHQBPA / CDR JCRC EARBERS PT El THE COMPOUND WERE THREE DETENTION BOQUSES ARRANGED IN A
y RUEHKL / USDAO KUALA LUMPUR ¢ U" SHAPE, THEY WERE MADE OF WATTLE WITH TEATCHED ROOFS.
** RU¥HHX / USDLO HONG XONG 2 )\ LARGE MEETING' HOUSE OCCUPIED THE MIDDLE OF THE
BT COMPOUND. AN INMATE KITCHEN, A GUARD SHACK AND A WATER
M : SECTION 61 )F 82 BANCKOK TH//P¥- 05589 .;; CISTERN ALSO WERE LOCATED INSIDE THE COMPOUND.
4, ~ LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
b) .; INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (D001J) WITE ABOUT 48-50
TH1S 1S A STONY BEACH MESSAGE PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED
Aw WITH CROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN
S \LzRIAL:  ~ TIR 6 024 0248 90 .+ VEGETABLES, AND TEA. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO
WERE INVOLVED IN CARPENTRY, KITCHEN AND SANITATION
COUNTRY: . . VIETNAM (VM) DUTIES.
..u . W
4{SUBJ: »  LJR 6 024 9248 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 5. SCHEDULE.
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7800 AND 8004
D .. 0608 AWAKENED BY GONG, PERSONAL BYGIENE, BREAKFAST - _
2620 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNHENTS S
1100 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH !
) e o .. 1300 CONTINUE LABOR
. - 1630 RETURN TO CAMP, PERSONAL HYGIENE, SUPPER
- - -- 1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS
N - DEPARTMENT-OF DEFENSE .1 2100 SLEEP :
&. . [INMATE POPULATION. ABOUT 89 PERCENT OF THE
3 oI 780020-800400. - ; POPULATION WAS MADE UP OF FORMER RVN OFFICIALS AND THE

REMAINDER WERE CRIMINALS. INITIALLY, INMATES WERE ISSUED
OLD NATL POLICE FIELD FORCE UNIFORMS. LATER THEY ¥ERE

J ¢ GIVEN GREY PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS WITE TRE LETTERS, "CT',
SOURCE: SC -SOURCE IS AN 4 STENCILED ON THE BACK. FORMER POLICE CAPT DO QUANH THANM

oDP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND

5 A FORMER NATIONAL POLICE CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN 0
THE K-4 TAN LAP RTEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7800 -8224. SOURCE
A IABILITY WAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 200450 JAN 90

) SUMMARY: THIS 1S A STONY BEACE REPORT. IT * |
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CORCERNING TEE QRCANIZATION

3y AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 0F THE K-4 TAN LAP ¢

REIDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCF FROM 1978 TO
APR 80. ENCLOSURE.

TEXT:

1/2 GB 3p045e JAN 9@
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ENVELOPE . ' -
CDSN = LGX222 MCN = 89356/18366 TOR = 893561037

HEADER

R 221033Z DEC 89

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 6545’

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON .DC .
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC }3
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC Q O
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD gajfb P
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC | ~Q
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC L0
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL

RUEALGX/SAFE |

R 220701Z DEC 89

FM DET 31 PSAA YOKOTA AB JA//INOS//

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUKGNBA/HQ AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA//INOBB//
RUHVAAA/PSAA HICKAM AFB HI//INO//

RUEAHQA/HQ AFIA WASHINGTON DC//INO/INK/INKS//
RUEDADA/HQ AFIA AMHS BOLLING AFB DC
RUCIAEA/HQ FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//SCIS// ?“CV
RUHVPAC/HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HI//INO/INYC// )

RUCIAEA/DET 22 CSAA WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//INO// Do

\
RUHQTPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI//PA// L
RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J233//
RUHQBPA/ CDRJCRC BARBERS PT HI
RUADJHA/ 500TH MIBDE CAMP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-OP-R/IAGPD-ASD//
RUHJWYA/ 13 AF CLARK AB RP//IN//
RUEHBK/ JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
RUEHBK/ USDAO BANGKOK TH
RUEHKO/ USDAO TOKYO JA

ZEN 5 AF YOKOTA AB JA//INO// 1 7
ZEN DET 4 FTD YOKOTA AB JA e e RO

BT
CONTROLS T

SECTION 01 OF 02 .
SERIAL: IIR 1 771 0087 90. Vo = Ied 7R
PASS TO: ) DIA/PW-MIA

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE RRXHXXXRRNNR /

BODY

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM).

SUBJ: IIR 1 771 0087 90/ STONY BEACH REPORT-- VINH PHU PRISON
COMPLEX, NORTH VIETNAM
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~DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

DOI: 781200.

REQS:

SOURCE: . RN 2 A MEMBER OF THE RED DRAGON
COMMANDO TEAM WHO WAS IMPRISONED IN THIS FACILITY FROM DEC 1972 TO
DEC 1973, AND FOR A SECOND TIME FROM DEC 1976 UNTIL THE END OF
1978. SOURCE RECENTLY ESCAPED FROM VIETNAM AND IS COOPERATIVE; HE
HAS AN EXCELLENT MEMORY AND APPEARS TO BE RELIABLE.

SUMMARY: | _ THE VINH PHU (VINHX PHUS) PRISON WAS ACTUALLY A
LARGE COMPLEX. MADE. UP OF A MAIN COMPOUND AND FIVE OTHER SMALL

COMPOUNDS. THIS REPORT PROVIDES THE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF
THE VINH PHU PRISON COMPLEX WHICH WAS USED TO CONFINE SOUTH
VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS DURING THE 1970'S. ONE ENCLOSURE.

TEXT: l '

1. _ LOCATION-- THE VINH PHU COMPLEX WAS NESTLED IN THE
WESTERN HALF OF A U SHAPED AREA MADE BY A LARGE BEND OF THE SONG
THAO (SOONG THAO) RIVER (FIELD COMMENT-- SONG MEANS RIVER AND THE
SONG THAO RIVER IS THE NAME OF A SECTION OF THE SONG HONG HA (SOONG
HOONGF HAF) RIVER IN THE TAM NONG (TAM NOONG) DISTRICT //2120N/
10515E, GAZ//, IN PHU THO (PHUS THOJ) PROVINCE, AND RUNS THROUGH
VIET TRI (VIEETJ TRIF) CITY //2118N/10550E, GAZ//). EAST OF THE
NORTH/SOUTH PORTION OF THE SONG THAO RIVER WAS A NATIONAL HIGHWAY
wg* (FIELD COMMENT-- LETTERS AND NUMBERS SET OFF BY QUOTATION MARKS
ARE KEYED TO MEMORY SKETCH AT ENCL ONE) AND EAST OF THIS HIGHWAY
WAS THE CITY OF PHU THO "C". RUNNING ROUGHLY PARALLEL TO THE
NORTHERN EAST/WEST SECTION OF THE RIVER WAS A DISTRICT ROAD “"D1"
THAT INTERSECTED A TRAFFIC CIRCLE "E" AND KEPT GOING EAST UP TO THE
RIVER. THIS ROAD TERMINATED AT A FERRY CROSSING CALLED BEN NGOC
{BEENS NGOCJ) ON THE RIVER. RUNNING NORTH AND SOUTH, AND ALSO
INTERSECTING THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE WAS ANOTHER DISTRICT ROAD "D2".

THERE WAS A THIRD ROAD "D3" WHICH RAN EAST OF THE NORTH/SOUTH ROAD
TO THE RIVER. THESE WERE ALL SMALL ROADS WITH A RED DIRT SURFACE.
THERE WERE TWO WATERFALLS ALONG THE RIVER, ONE "F" CALLED THAC RUNG
{THACS RUNGF) OR TREMBLING FALLS BECAUSE OF THE NOISE IT MADE AND

. THE OTHER "G" CALLED THAC NGUA (THACS NGWAJ) OR HORSE FALLS ALSO
.BECAUSE OF THE NOISE IT MADE. THERE WERE HILLS AND MOUNTAINS TO
“THE NORTH OF THE DISTRICT ROAD - BETWEEN THE ROAD AND THE HILLS IN

THE NORTHWEST WERE (TERRACED) TEA AND POTATO FIELDS "I". TO THE
NORTHWEST, BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS, WAS THE PROVINCE OF THAI NGUYEN. .
IN THE SOUTHWEST, THERE WERE COOPERATIVE RICEFIELDS "J" AND IN THE
EAST AND. SOUTHEAST WERE SOME FLAT SUGARCANE FIELDS "K". FINALLY,
TO THE NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP, BETWEEN THE CAMP AND THE TRAFFIC
CIRCLE, WAS A LARGE PASTURE AREA "U" FOR RAISING WATER BUFFALOES.
2. DESCRIPTION-- THE VINH PHU PRISON COMPLEX IS MADE UP OF
A MAIN FACILITY "L", ALSO CALLED K5, AND SIX OUTLAYING, SMALLER
FACILITIES CALLED K1, K2; K3, K4, K6 PLUS A DISPERSION AREA CALLED
K SO TAN (SOW TANS). .THE DISPERSION AREA WAS WHERE PRISONERS WERE
EVACUATED TO DURING AIR RAIDS. ALSO LOCATED WITH THE COMPLEX WAS A

KILN "M" USED FOR MAKING TILES. ADDITIONALLY, THERE WAS A FACILITY
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= PAGE:0014
USED TO HOUSE JUVENILES "N" NORTH OF "D1", NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP.
. S L

EAST OF THE ENTRANCE TO THE K5 MAIN COMPOUND WAS A BUILDING THAT
CONTAINED THE PRISON OFFICES "O". UPON ENTERING THE CAMP IS A
SOCCERFIELD "P"; NORTHEAST OF THE SOCCERFIELD IS A DISPENSARY
BUILDING "Q". ALONG THE NORTH FENCE IS A BUILDING CONTAINING THE
MESSING FACILITIES FOR THE CAMP "R"™. 1IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE
FACILITY WAS AREA CALLED KHU-B "S". THIS AREA CONSISTED OF A
NUMBER OF BUILDINGS USED TO HOUSE ORDINARY CRIMINALS. SEPARATE
FROM' THE REST OF THE CAMP WAS THE KHU-A AREA "T" WHICH WAS USED TO
HOUSED TO COMMANDOS.  THIS PORTION.-WAS FENCED OFF BY ITSELF AND HAD
THREE MAIN CELL SECTIONS LABELED 4, 7, AND 8. BEHIND THE CAMP, TO
THE WEST, WAS A SUSPENSION BRIDGE "V'" CROSSING THE SONG THAO RIVER
AND A SMALL BRANCH OF THE RIVER. THIS BRIDGE WAS DESIGNED BY A
FRENCH EDUCATED SOUTH VIETNAMESE ENGINEER WHO HAD DEFECTED TO NORTH
VIETNAM AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY IMPRISONED AT .VINH PHU.

3. . _ DEFENSES-- THIS HEAVILY DEFENDED FACILITY HAD FOUR GUARD
POSTS "W", ONE AT EACH CORNER OF THE CAMP. IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF
THE FACILITY, LOCATED OUTSIDE OF THE PERIMETER, WERE THREE
BUILDINGS THAT HOUSED MILITARY GUARD AND PATROL DOGS "X". TO THE
EAST OF THE DOG POUND WAS A COMPANY OF ARMED SECURITY PERSONNEL

WAS A REGIMENT OF ARMED SECURITY PERSONNEL "Z" AND NORTH OF THE
ROAD AT THE BASE OF- THE MOUNTAINS WERE NUMEROUS ANTI-AIRCRAFT
ARTILLERY EMPLACEMENTS "AA". FINALLY, NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP,
ACROSS FROM THE ROAD WAS AN SA-2 SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE UNIT "BB".
b, CHRONOLOGY- SOURCE WAS INTERNED IN THE VINH PHU FACILITY
ON TWO DIFFERENT OCASSIONS. THE FIRST TIME WAS FROM DEC 1972 UNTIL
DEC 1973 AND THE SECOND TIME WAS FROM DEC 1976 UNTIL THE END OF
1978. DURING SOURCE'S FIRST DETENTION HE WAS HELD IN CELL NUMBER 8
OF THE KHU-A AREA. THERE WERE 83 OTHER COMMANDOS BEING HELD DURING
THIS TIME, AND ABOUT 3800 ORDINARY CRIMINALS IN THIS COMPLEX.
SOURCE WAS SENT BACK TO THE QUYET TIEN FACILITY AFTER PARTICIPATING
IN A PROTEST STRIKE OVER NON-COMPLIANCE WITH.THE PEACE ACCORDS
PERTAINING TO THE RETURN OF POWS (FIELD COMMENT-- CITE IIR 1771
0013 90). WHEN-SOURCE RETURNED TO VINH PHU, ALL COMMANDOS WERE
HELD IN THE K6:SUB-FACILITY. DURING: THIS SECOND TIME, AN UNKNOWN
NUMBER OF FORMER' SOUTH VIETNAMESE  SOLDIERS WERE- BEING HELD. IN THE
SUB-FACILITIES' OF K1,'K2, K3, AND K4.: SOURCE:WAS TRANSFERRED FROM
VINH- PHU TO THE. HONG..THANG. PRODUCTION CAMP. (KHU'SANR XUAATS HOONGF
THAWNGS). IN.OCT..79. SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED: TO.-THE THANH LAM REFORM
CAMP (TRAIJ CAIR TAOJ THANH LAM) WHERE HE.REMAINED. UNTIL 1980. _

5. U.S. AIR STRIKES-- SOURCE- WAS IN VINH PHU DURING THE DEC
'72 BOMBINGS OF .NORTH VIETNAM. ON ONE OCCASION TWO F-105'S FLEW
DIRECTLY OVER THE CAMP WHILE THERE WAS' A POLITICAL REEDUCATION

CLASS GOING-ON:.. ONCE, WHILE SOURCE WAS IN THE KHU SO TAN

DISPERSION AREA, HE WITNESSED A LARGE AIR STRIKE IN THE CAMP'S
IMMEDIATE VICINITY.. :INSTEAD OF ENTERING HIS BUNKER, SOURCE AND

OTHER COMMANDOS -REMAINED ABOVE GROUND TO WATCH THE STRIKE. HE -
ESTIMATES THAT OVER 50 LARGE AIRCRAFT WERE INVOLVED IN THE STRIKE,
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AND AT ONE POINT THERE WERE FOUR MIG-17'S IN PURSUIT. SOURCE SAW
SA-2'S LAUNCHED AND AAA FIRING AT THE STRIKE FORCE. HE DOES NOT
KNOW WHAT KIND OF BOMBS WERE BEING DROPPED - BUT THE ENTIRE AREA
SHOOK FROM THE BOMBS. AT ONE POINT AN AIRCRAFT WAS HIT AND A
SINGLE PARACHUTE WAS OBSERVED COMING DOWN IN A FIELD. SHORTLY
THEREAFTER, A HELICOPTER RESCUED THE DOWNED AIRMAN. BOMBS FELL IN
THE PASTURE AND KILLED ALL THE WATER BUFFALOES. THIS INCIDENT, IN
SPITE OF THE POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION EFFORTS BY THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE, RAISED EVERYONE'S SPIRIT SINCE THEY COULD SENSE WHAT
THE BOMBINGS WERE ALL ABOUT.

COMMENTS:

DISSEM: ENCLS .ONE - TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY.

#4318
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109/91 (pqr=FACHSTR, (8)) _ sa#% REPORT ON SOURCE EOR EACH FACILITIES WITHIN COUNTRY VN #*** PAGE 39
DISTRECT : :
CAMP NO CAMP l:MéE . LAT  LONG UTH
- AKA’
== SOURCE 1D FRON DATE  END DATE  POSSIBLE
yynm yyRm = AERICAN L
ilitkﬁ*ti*ttﬂ*iliktitttititlik PROVINCE VINH PHU . Y“ Rkttiik*tt*titlkt*k*tit(ktk*kﬁ
+#4+‘H>+§{§++H'H~H+# 7 ‘-{
IR e 213868 Lo4sI0E LI9esBaT.
XOM GIONG Joevs 0508067
3%?&1{“3311 PROV. PRISON
.PRISO!
PHU THO 78610 8207 P ie
oo T, HEHZETC Tho-BESE T
750 7606 Git¥ P~ — =
- 7910 o e wigad 12575 B10° Bz Po
6506 6509 NO
7906 8012 NO
7710 8001 NO
7810 8001 O
1812 8012 NO
7804 7805 NO
S 7902 8011 NO
7806 7906 N0
moom
9 0 S
~C — 7706 7806 YES—H, Unbovur “,j;i’“"’
77%0 szgz ES -0, 13 v v 2
1710 8202 NO .
7301 7506 yES—H, 0% & Uk (k- -
- 7910 8112 YES ~Zawwoor | Socbs ~l~/ ‘f
1606 7812 YES—/, T il
6505 6605 NO
1810 2302, [{(
— 7701 1912 VES
1212 7301 NO
7810 8202 NO
8504 8610 {ES
1707 8109 NO
7506 8201 NO
8001 8012 YES
7806 2012 NO
6306 6512 NO
1606 7906 NO
6207 6506 NO
7606 8012 NO
7806 8012 YES
8001 8212 YES
7606 1712 YES
8001 8012 YES .
6501 6612 YES
7808 8204 NO
7106 7301 NO
7601 7612 NO
8301 8504 NO
7710 8205 NO
7710 7810 NO
1810 1910 NO
7206 1310 NO
7710 8101 NO
7810 8204 NO
7810 8202 NO
7808 8206 NO
7710 8209 NO
7710 8001 NO
7812 1912 NO
7810 8205 NO
7606 8206 NO
7807 8006 NO
7807 2202 NO
8000 8100 NO
7709 8202 NO
7700 8000 - NO ]
6412 6611 NO
6800 7008 NO
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TAN LAP .

Aka (Vinh Phu Provincial Prison, Phu Tho, Xom Giong, Yen Ha and Yen Tho)

)

Closest village to camp K-5 was named Yen Lap.

Camps K-1 thru K-5 held former RVN Officials while K-6 and K-7 were
for criminal detention.

The Vinh Phu prison complex is reported to be made up of a main facility "L",
also called K-5, and six outlaying , smaller facilities called K-1, K-2, K-3,
K-4, K-6 plus a dispersion area called K So Tan. The dispersion area was where
prisoners were evacuated to during air raids. Also located within the complex
was a Kiln "M" used for making tiles. Additionally, there was a facility used
to house Juveniles "N" north of "D1", Northeast of the Camp.

Source reported being transferred from camp K-2 to camp K-7 along with approx
60-70 others on foot, the trip was said to have taken about two hours covering
a distance of 7-8 kilometers.

Special Detention facility for disciplinary problems was reported upon by
several sources at the K-1 subcamp of Tan Lap.




N .

VZCZCTRI *

RR RUEKJCS RUEADWW RUEKJCS RUEKJCS AUHQHQA RUEAIIA
RUKGBPA RUEHXL RUEHHX

DE RUEHEBK #5242/01 029 *°

n zvess JAN 98 :
TM USDAD EANGXOY TH//PW-MIA//
T0 RUEXJCS / DIA WASHIKGTON IC

CHRGE: DAO 01/29/90
APPRYV: DAO:DMOORE
RFTD: DAO:GESCEARCE:!

1INFO RUEADWY / YHITEROUSE WASHDC//NSC DR YARL JACKSON // DAO:JGMIXI
RUTEJCS / SECDEYF t>m=on\\u>mcinm>\w:|3~>\\ DISTR: CHRON DADX AMB
RUEXJCS / JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS=PH-MIA// TCM POL SA
RUNQHQA / USCINCPAC HONOLULU R1//32/3233/32/3%6// DATLO JCRC EX/I
RUEAITIA / CIA WASEDC, ORGIN: OCR

RUHGBPA / CDR JCRC BARBEMS PT H1
QUEKKL / USDAD XUALA LUMPUR
RUEHEY, / USDLO HONG KOKG
ET
. SECTION 81 OF 03 BANGKOX TH//PW- 05242

T1S 1S A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

A....,;>r"

1IR 6 924 8222 90

. COUNTRY YIETNAM (VM)
., SUBJ:,  LIR 6 824 9232 98/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE K-
44" s q>zk~>w;rmmgcn>a~o= CAMP BETWEEN 7808 AND 8200

%

- : CEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

bOI: 780000-820020.

SOURCE: S o SuURCE IS AN
SO THEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AKD
UL JRMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-5 TAN
* P REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7800 - 8208, SOURCE

5L ABILITY HAS NOT REEN ESTABLISHED.

—

o wMARY THIS 1S A STONY BEACH REPORT. 17
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CRARACTERISTICS OF THE X=5 TAN LAP
FEEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM 1978-198%.
ENCLOSURES.,

TEXT:

(H 290637 JAN 90

FREOMN

P s

1. GEQGRAPHY.
AREA OF SMALL HILLS ACCESSED BY A NARROW DIRT ROAD FROM
TEE BEK NGOC (U/L) FERRY LANDING. SOURCE’S GROUP WAS
MGYEL FROM T12, LT1 T0 HANOL. FROM HANOI THEY WENT BY
THAIN TO THE AM TEUONG (U/L) TRAIN STATION. FROM AM
THUONG TMEY WENT BY FERRY UP THE RED RIVER FOR SEVERAL
KOURS UNTIL REACHING A TRIBUTARY. THEY ENTERED THIS
TRIEUTARY AND CONT]NUED TEEIR TRIP BY WATER FOR SEVERAL
MORE HOURS UNTIL REACHING THE BEN NGOC FERRY LANDING.
FROM BEN N30OC THEY WALXED ON A DIRT ROAD FOR ABOUT 8KM
YUNTIL REACHING THE.TAN LAP SYSTEM.

z. ~ ORGANIZATION., THE CAMP WAS ORCANIZED INTO
SEVERAL SUBCAMPS. SOURCE SPECULATED THERE WERE SEVEN
CUBCAMFS BECAUSE HE HEARD THE NUMBERS MENTIONED FROM K-1
THROUGH X-7. SOURCE HAD SEEN CAMPS X-1, K-3, K-4, AND
K-5. ON HIS GENERAL LOCATION CAMP, RE SXETCRED THE
1OCATIONS OF K-& KND X-7 INDICATING TEAT IT WAS
SPECULATION,  THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC
SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF TLE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND
WAS COMMANDED BY PSS LTC ((BUI)) VAN CHIEU. THE K=5
COMMANDER ¥AS PSS 1LT ({LNU)) BAN. PSS 21T ((LNU)) DAM
WAS THE EDUCATIONAL CADRE FOR X-S. THERE WERE ABOUT 40
PEASONNEL CUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. TOTAL
POPULATION OF X-5 WAS APPROXIMATELY 600 INMATES .

T PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. SOURCE SPENT THE
MAJORITY OF RIS TIME AT TAN LAP IN X-5., THE FOLLOWING
DESCKIPTION WILL APPLY T0 TEAT SUBCAMP. K=5 WAS ALSO THE
10CATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS FOR THE TAN LAP SYSTEM OF
CAMPS. THE COMPOURD WAS SURROUNDED BY A BRICK ¥ALL ABOUT
THO MET:ERS HIGH., GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN TWO CORNERS
WHICE COVERED THE COMPOUND, INSIDE K-5 THERE VERE SIX
LETENTION HOUSES FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS (FORMER RVN
GFFICIALS) AND ONE LARGE DETENTION HOUSE FOR CRIMINALS.
THE POLITICAL PRISONER DETENTION HOUSES WERE ABOUT 6 BY
1z METERS, BUILT OF BRICX ¥ITH THATCHED ROOFS. EACH
HOUSE NELD 8@-92 INMATES. EVERY TWO POLITICAL INMATE
DETENTION HOUSES WERE ENCLOSED BY A BRICY WALL. . EACH
EGUSE WAS DIVIDED INTO ROOMS AND EACH ROOM CONTAINED A
LATRINE FOR USE AT NIGHT YREN THEY WFRE LOCKED IN THE
YOUSES. THERE WAS A LATRINE AND BATHING AREA IN THE YARD
BERIND EACH DETENTION HOUSE FOR DAYTIME USE. THE
CRIMINAL DETENTION HOUSE WAS SURROUNDED BY A BRICK WALL.

GC 290637 JAN 90

THE TAN LAP CAMP SYSTEM LAY IN AN:
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VZCZCTRI *

RR RUEXJCS RUEADWY RUEKJCS RUEKJCS RURQHQA RUEAIIA
RUHQBPA RUEHKL RUEHHY

DT RUFHRK #5548/81 029 *¢

] .
R 2910577 JAN 90 CHRGE: DAO ©1/29/90
FM USDAO PANGXOX TH//P¥-MIA// APPRYV ¢ DAN:DMIORE
T0 RUEXKJCS / DIA WASHINGTON DC RFTD: DAOQ:GCESCFARCE:t
INFO R EAD¥W / WHITEHOUSE WASEDC//NSC DR YART, JACKSON // DAO:JGHIKI
RUEKJCS / SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-1SA/PW-NIA// DISTR: CHRON DAQ3 AMB
RUEKJCS / JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS=PW-MIA// DCM POL SA

RUEQHQA / USCINCPAC RANALILY T //12/1233/33/33€//
RUEAIIA / CIA WASEDC

RUAQEPA / CDR JCRC PARBERS PT HI

PUEHKL / USLAO KUALA LUMPUR

RUEHEK / USDLO HONG XONG

BT

ORGIN: GCR

" SECTION @1 OF @2 BANGXOK TH//PW- 05548

tu1g IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

(

w.dIAL: 1IR € 924 9239 90
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM)
SUBRJ: 1IR 6 024 0239 S@/AFSENCE JF AMERICANS IN K-5

44 TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7960 AND B204

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

- —————— — - - o - - - -

pot: 790000-820420.

SOURCE: e SOURCE 1S AN
oDP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REZEDUCATION FROGRAM ARD
A\ FORMER VNAF MAJ WHO ¥AS INCARCFRATED IN THF X-5 TAN LA¥
REECUCATION CAMP FROM 790¢ - 8284, SOURCE RELIABILITY
ﬂx:a NOT EEEN ESTAELISHED.

"SUMMARY : ~ THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAT, CHARACTERISTICS OF TRE ¥X=4 TAN LA®
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM 1875 TO

MAR 82. ENCLISURE.

TEXT:

v W J i

DATLO) JCRC EX/!

AW Aws v AR S

1. ~ GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE z>mczmcwn @h 4:mmx>na
LOCATION OF TAN LAP EXCEPT THAT IT WAS IN NH PHU

PROVINCE.

2. ., ORGANIZATION, THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
SiX SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THRIUGE X-6. K=1 AND X-5
EXISTED BEFORE 1975 AND WERE PROBABLY BUILT BY THF
FRENCH. X-2, %, 4, 4§D 5§ WERE BUILT AFTER 1975 TO
ACCOMMOLATE THE FORMER RVN OFFICIALS. THE CAMP HAS
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICYE (PSS) OF THE
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. X=5 WAS COMMANDED BY PSS CAPT
PHUNG VIET BAN. 1LT ((LNU)) TUAN WAS THE PLANS OFFICER.
THERE WERE ABOUT 100 PERSONNEL GUARDING AND ADMINISTERIRG
THE CAMP. POPULATION OF K-5 WAS ABOUT €92 INMATES, THE
MAJORITY OF WHOM WERE FORMER RVNAF AND NATL POLICE
OFFICERS. .

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. TRE K-S CANMP
COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE ABOUT 15@ METERS CN A SIDE, IT
WAS SURROUNDED BY A 2.5 METER HIGH BRICK WALL WEICE WRS
TOPPEL WITH A 1.5 METER EXTENSION OF BARBED WIRE ATTACEED
1) STEEL POSTS. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN TEE FOUR
CORNERS. THERE WERE SUX REGULAR DETENTION HOUSES FOR
POLITICAL PRISONERS, ONE FOR CRIMINALS AND ONE
LISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE. THE RFGULAR AND CRIMINAL
DETENTION HOUSES WERE AROUT € BY 24 METERS IN LIMFNSION
AND CONSTRUCTED OF PRICK WITH THATCHED OR CORRUGATED
FIBERO CEMENT ROOFING. THE DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE
MEASURED 3 BY & METERS, MADE OF FRICK 4ITH A CORRUGATED
METAL ROOF AND COULD FOLD 1@ INMATES. INSIDE THY
COMPOUND WERE THZ MEETING HOUSE, A DISPENSARY, INMATE
KITCHEN AND A PIGC STY. ACROSS FROM THE K=5 MAIN GATE ¥WAS
THE TAN LAP HY ALONG WITH X-5 ADMINISTRATION RUILDINGS
AND CADRE HOUSING AND MESEING FACILITIES.

4. . . LAEOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERF ORGANIZFD
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (po01J) WITH ABOUT 30-52
PRISONXRS PFR UNIT, PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED
WITH AGRICULTURAL PROTDUCTION PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND
GREEN VEGETAELES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE
INVOLVED IN ANIMAL HUSEANDRY, BRICX MAYING, GATEERING
FIREWOOD, CARPENTRY, CONSTRUCTTON, MASONPY LABOR, AND SAW
MILL OPERATIONS. .

5. SCHEDULE.

291057 JAN 9@
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1. GLUGKAPHY., SOURCE AND HIS GROUP REACKED TAN
4J a , ¢) LAP AS FOLLOWS. FROM HANOI TRAVEL BY TRAIN ALONG THE

V2. CTRI = RED RIVER UNTIL THE AM THUONG TRAIN STATION, FROM AM
AR RUEKJCS RUEADWY RUEXJCS RUEKJCS RUHQEQA RUEAILA . THUONG GO BY FERRY UP THE RED RIVER A LITTLE OVER A MILE
"y RUHQBPA RUEHKL RUEHHX - () VUNTIL KEACHING A TRIBUTARY XNOWN AS THE THAOQ RIVER (SONG
DE RUEHEX #5588/81 0I0 ** - THAO). ENTER THE THAO RIVER COKTINUING UPSTREAM FOR
: ANODTHER MILE. .eczz LEFT INTO A STREAM CALLED SUOI A-MAl
Ty R 36V4S62 hxz 90 ’ CHRGE: DAO 21/308/99 () UNTIL REACHING{ THE BEN NGOC FERRY LAKDING. AT THAT POINT
FM USDAO BANGKOK em\\v<|z~>\\ - APPRV: DAO:DMIORE “ DISEMBAKK AND WALK IN A WESTERLY DIRECTION FOR 3-4 KM
TO RUEKJCS / DIA WASHINGTON pC, RFTD: DAO:GESCEARCE:¢ UNTIL KEACHING TAN LAP. .
5y INFO RUEADWY / YRITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // DAO:JGMIKI O * :
RUEKJICS / SECDEF :>mxun\\o>mU|~m>\w:|3~>\\ DISTR: CHRON DAO3 AMB ) 2. ~ ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP ¥WAS ORGANIZED INTO |
RUEKJCS / JCS <>mxon\\um\0uom|m:|zu>\\ DCM POL SA SIX SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-6, IN EARLY
3y RUHQHQA / USCIKCPAC RONOLULU R1//32/3233/33/33€// - DATL) JCRC EX/¢ ) 1979, %X-6 WAS DISSOLVED AFTER THE FORMER RVN COMMANDOS: |
RUEAITA / CIA WASHDC ' ORGIN: OCR ’ (BIET KICH) OCCUPYING IT WERE TRANSFERRED ELSEWHERE, THE |
RUHQEPA / CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI1 CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE
9D RUFHKL / USDAO KUALA LUMPUR ) (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PSS MAJ NGUYEN HUY
RUEEHK / USDLO EOKG XONG ’ TEUY WAS THE COMMANDER OF K-~5 AND CAPT ((LKU)) CHIEU ¥AS
BT ) HIS L[EPUTY. THERE WERE AROUT 80 PERSONNEYL GUARDING AND
" : SECTION @1 OF 82 BANGKOK TH//P¥~ 05588 G ADMINISTERING X-5. TOTAL POPULATION OF THE CAMP WAS
' APPROXIMATELY 1,400 INMATES.
Y o~ O 2. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE CAMP COMPOUND
Az‘_m 1S A STONY BEACH MESSAGE “FORMED A RECTANCLE AROUT 108 BY 200 METERS. IT VWAS
- SURRCUNLED BY A THREE METER HIGH BRICK WALL TOPPEL ¥ITH
) SERIAL: IIR € 024 0247 90 (; PARPED WIRE. THE WALL CONTAINED FLOOD LIGHTS AROUND THE
PRRIMETER WHICB LIGHTED THE ENTIRE SOMPOUND AT NIGHT.
COUNTRY: . VIETNAM (vn) GUARDL TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. THE MAIN
b ) . ) () GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NORTH WALL. THERE
v SUBJs JIR 6 824 0247 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE WERE TEN DETENTION HOUSE ABOUT 6 BY 25 METERS IN

-5 TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7807 - 8210 DIMENS IONS MADE OF BRICK WITH TILE ROOFS. EACH HOUSE WAS
: «, DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS. FOUR OF THE DETENTION HOUSES IN .
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE COMPOUND WERE FOR POLITICAL :
PRISONERS AND EACE WAS CONTAINED IN ITS OWN ENCLOSURE. .
) {) THERE WERE FIVE CRIMINAL DETENTION HOUSES AND ONE
DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF
- THE COMPOUND. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE AN
y - DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE : ¢y INMATE XITCHEN, MEETING ROUSE, AND DISPENSARY. OUTSIDE
- -== - - THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE COMPOUND WERE LOCATED THE ,
SAWMILL, BLACKSMITH SEOP, AND CARPENTRY SHOP. TO THE
Y DOL: 780700-821000 () WEST WAS LOCATED THE CEMETERY AND FAMILY VISITATION
HOUSE. ACROSS FROM THE MAIN GATE WERE LICATED CAMP HQ,
~ADRE QUARTERS, WAREHOUSES, MEETING HOUSE, GENERATOR

D - . () HOUSE AND PUMP HOUSE. IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF THE
SOURCE: S “$OURCE IS AN COMPOUND WERE TEA PLANTATIONS AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL
oD° EENEFICIARY UNDER TRE SPECIAL REFDUCATION PROGRAM AND
3y (# FORMER NATL POLICE CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE 0 ”
A 5 TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FRCM 7807 - 8210. SOURCE .
“RELIABILITY FAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 1/2 GR 300446 JAN 9@
) SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT O
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
y AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-5 TAN LAP O

REEDUCATION CAMP REEDUCATION CAMP IN SONC THAO DISTRICT,
VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM JUL 78 T0 OCT 82, ENCLOSURES.
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G a
VZCZCTRI *
RR RUEKJCS RUEADYY RUEKJCS RUEKJCS RUHQHQA RUEAIIA

(O RUHQPPA RUFHKL RUEHHX o
DE RUEHBK #5591/61 @20 **

] .

() k 3evader JAN S0 CHRGE: DAO ©O1 9 2
FM USDAC BANGKOYX TH//PW-MI1A// APPRV: c>o"ozmwwm ? -
T0 RUIXJICS / DIA WASHINGTON DC. .. . . .. RFTD: DAO:GESCEARCE:SMM

¢y INFO RUEADWY / WHITEHOUSE WASBDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSIN // DAO:JGMIKI o
RUEXJCS / SECDEF <>mmco\\o>mou~m>\mgnzu,\\ DISTR: CHRON DAO3 AMB
RUEZJCS / JCS WASHDC//J5/23CS-PU-MIA// DCM POL SA

() RUHQHQA / USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/3233/33/33€// DATLO JCRC EX/A o)
RUEALIA / CIA VASHDC, ORGIN: OCR :

RUHGEPA / CDR JCRC RARBFRS PT K1
.y RUEHKL / USDAO XUALA LUMPUR
RUERHK / USDL) HOHNG KONG

T
D

{ 1S 1S A STONY BEACH MESSAGE
) SERIAL: 11R 6 D24 08250 90

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM)
“sUBJ: {1r 6 024 0250 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE K~

N 5 TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7807 AND 8211
D
- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

y LOI: 780700-821100 .

3
L S a _/SOURCE 1S AN
oDP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROSRAM AND
3 ¢ TORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IK THE K=5 TAN
(" REELUCATION CAMP FROM 7807 - B211. SOURCE
~wELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

J
SUMMARY: . . THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT, 1T
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
) AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE X-5 TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP IN YVINE PHU PROVINCE FROM JUL 78 T)
NOV 82, ENCLOSURE.
)
TEXT:
)]
1/2 GE 300452 JAN 90

Chenan npe vt L a4t o ——

G

v

tag s M

1. GEOGRAPHY, THE TAN LAR CAMP SYSTEM WAS IN i
SONG THAQ DISTRICT, YINE PHU PROVINCE NEAR THE AM THUONG
TRAIN STATION AND THE BEN NGOC FERRY LANDING. THERE ¥ERE
ETHNIC NUNG, TAY AND MAN MINIORITIES LIVING IN TRE
VICINITY OF TAN LAP. ADDITIONALLY, THE ETHNIC VIETNAMESE
WHO LIVED IN THE VICINITY WERE MAINLY CATHOLIC FAMILIES
WHO HAD COOPERATED WITH FORMER FRENCH RULERS.

20 vereen owa»:->e~o=. THE CAMP WAS-ORGANIZED INTO
S1X SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED X-1 TERJUGH K-6. THE CAMP
WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PSS MAJ NGUYEN HUY THUNG
COMMANTED X-5. CAPT ((LNU)) CHIEU WAS TEF DEPUTY
COMMANDER., THERE 4ERE ABOUT 8¢ PERSONNEL GUARDING AND
ADMINISTERING K-5. TOTAL POPULATION OF ¥X-5 WAS
APPROXIMATELY 1,500 INMATES. .

2, ...... PHRISICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE ¥K=-5 CAMP
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 180 BY 200 METERS. IT
WAS SURRQUNDED BY A 2. METER EIGH BRICK WALL WHICE WAS
TOPPED BY A 1.5 METER EXTENSION OF BARBED WIRE WITH STEELL
POSTS. GUARD TOWERS ¥ERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS AND
ON A PLATFORM ABOVE THE MAIN GATE. THERE YERE SEVEN OR
£1GHT DETENTION ROUSES ABOUT 6 BY 24 METERS IN DIMRNSION:
MACE OF BRICX WITH TILE ROOFS. ADDITIONALLY, IKSIDE THE
COMPOUND WERE A MEETING HOUSE, INMATE KITCHEN, AND
DISPENSARY. TO THE WEST 9F THE X-5 COMPOUND TPERE WAS A

CEMETERY.

4, LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 3e-4¢

PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS VYERE INVOLVED .
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN E
VEGETABLES AND TEA. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE !
INVOLVED IN MAKING BRICKS, CARPENTRY, SANMILL OPERATIONS,
CONSTRUCTION, AND MAKING WHITEWASH.

5. SCHEDULE.

2530 AWAKENED BY GONG

2545 PERSONAL RYGIENE, BREAKFPAST

eEoe COMMENCE LABOR

1039 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH :

1330 CONTINUE LABOR

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER

1/2 GB 200452 JAN 98
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DOI: 781000-821000.

SOURCE: S SOURCE IS AN
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND
A FORMER ARVN MAJ WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-5 TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7810 TO 8210. SOURCE RELIABILITY
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.

SUMMARY: . THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-5 TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM OCT 78

TO OCT 82. ENCLOSURES.

TEXT:

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM WAS LOCATED IN
YEN LAP VILLAGE, SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE.

2. , ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO
SEVEN SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-7. K-1
THROUGH K-5 HELD FORMER RVN OFFICIALS WHILE K-6 AND K-7
WERE FOR CRIMINAL DETENTION. THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED
BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF
INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 150 PERSONNEL GUARDING AND
ADMINISTERING THE K-5. TOTAL POPULATION OF THE K-5
RANGED FROM 800-1,200 INMATES.

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-5 CAMP
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 150 BY 250 METERS. IT
WAS SURROUNDED BY A 2.5 METER HIGH BRICK WALL TOPPED WITH
AN EXTENSION OF BARBED WIRE ATTACHED TO STEEL POSTS.
THERE WERE GUARD TOWERS ON THREE SIDES OF THE CAMP AND AT
THE MAIN GATE. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE
OF THE EAST WALL. INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE SIX REGULAR
DETENTION AND ONE SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES. THE REGULAR
DETENTION HOUSES WERE 6 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION AND
MADE OF BRICK WITH TILE, CORRUGATED METAL, OR THATCHED
ROOFS. EACH HOUSE WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS.
ADDITIONALLY INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE AN INMATE KITCHEN,
WAREHOUSE, MEETING HOUSE, DISPENSARY, EMULATION HOUSE,
PIG STY, AND WATER CISTERN. ACROSS THE MAIN GATE WAS
LOCATED THE CAMP HQ, CADRE AREA, MEETING HOUSE AND A
WAREHOUSE. OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND CLOSE BY WERE
ALSO FOUND A BRICK KILN, SAWMILL, WATER PUMP, GENERATOR
HOUSE, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE, AND FISH PONDS.
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AREAS WERE FOUND IN THE GENERAL
VICINITY OF THE CAMP.

y, LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED
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INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT=30
PRISONERS PER UNIT- PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE
INVOLVED IN MAKING BRICKS, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, SAWMILL,
RAISING FISH, KITCHEN AND SANITATION DUTIES.

5. SCHEDULE.

0600 AWAKENED BY GONG

0615 EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE
0645 BREAKFAST, ASSEMBLE, MUSTER
0700 COMMENCE LABOR DUTIES

1100 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH

1300 CONTINUE LABOR

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER
1845 LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES
1900 ATTEND TO PERSONAL BUSINESS
2100 SLEEP

6 INMATE POPULATION. MOST OF THE INMATES WERE

FORMER RVNAF OFFICERS WITH A FEW FORMER NATL POLICE,
CHAPLAINS, AND CIVIL SERVANTS. TWICE PER YEAR INMATES
WERE ISSUED ONE SET OF BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS. THE
BACKS OF THE SHIRTS WERE STENCILED IN LARGE LETTERING THE
SUB-CAMP NUMBER, EG., K5. THE FOLLOWING FELLOW INMATES
WERE RECALLED.

COL ((CHU)) VAN SANG, MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE

coL ((LNU)) LUAN, CHIEF UNIT 101

coL ((TRAN)) KIM HOA, PRIME MINISTER'S PERSONAL STAFF

LTC ((CU)) THANH LONG, DIRECTOR, BUDDHIST CHAPLAINS

MAJ ((TRAN)) VIET CHAU, S-1 FOR A REGT UNDER 25TH INF DIV
((THAN)) LUU HIEN, DA NANG

MAJ ((NGUYEN)) LONG CHAU, INF OFFICERS SCHOOL STAFF

MAJ ((TRAN)) NGOC QUANG, BN COMMANDER IN 21ST INF DIV

MAJ ((TRUONG)) MINH LOI

T. . __ SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN

CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS.
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ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 2 ENCLOSURES.
1. MEMORY DRAWING . 1pPG, 1CY

5. GENERAL AREA SKETCH . 1pG, 1 CY

DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA
- DATLO, JCRC EX/A).

- SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES.
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4.07 (pgmereciist.(4)) RECORD NUMBER 192 -

fac number= 4101 C

I

0
fac no= 4101 fac-sub-no= ﬂ.’ fac name= ~PHU-THO Tnh) LA P

1bn no= current date= 87.10.28 cat= 0 irof=

213160 050

latitude= ‘Yongitude= utm=VJ340771 jog=

country= VN hardcopy= Y providence= VINH PHU

district= city=
village= hamlet=
icr/cir=
type prisoners= cadre rank=
jams available= type facility= RE us pow held= status= last active date=
sketch available= pow held inclusive date=

fac alt name=

CAMP 4 FRNtAP- XOM (TON G

VEOH-Fhe Prov. [hison Ahw Tho

parent headquarters= additional sub units=

sub units= . Ea
remarks rel code= analyst initiﬁls=

comments=
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34.07 (pgm=reclist.(4))

o PE-

RECORD NUMBER 193

I

fac number= 4101

E fac name= —PHU-THE TA'\] L..qa-[O

fac no= 4101 fac-sub-no= J
1bn no= current date= 87.10.28 cat=
130060 o45 o0
latitude= 4 < longitude= ! - utm= VJ947789 jog=
country= VN hardcopy= Y providence= VINH PHU
district= city=
village= hamiet=
jer/cir=
type prisonerss= cadre rank=
jams available= type facility= RE us pow held= status=

sketch available=
fac alt name=

CAMP 5

vERH# P fuy,

parent headquarters=

sub units=

remarks rel code=

comments=

pow held inclusive date=

e XOM GTONG
l?}\u_ 7FA o

additional sub units=

ﬂ"sou

analyst initials=

0 irof=

last active date=
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04.07 (pgmfreclist,(4)) RECORD NUMBER 1S4

_ ’ fac number= 4101

£

E

fac no= 4101 fac-sub-no= J  fac names -RHU-THO TAN L’HO
1bn no= current date= 87.10.28 cat= 0 irof=
313000 05760

latitude= 0 longi tude= 0 utm= VJ960793 jog=

country= VN hardcopy= Y providence= VINH PHU

district= city=
village= hamlet=
jcr/cirs=
type prisoners= cadre rank=
jams available= type facility= RE us pow held= status= last active date=
sketch available= pow held inclusive date=

fac alt name=

CAMP 6 | FANLAR )(OM é—IOIUG
N : .
VIV Phy fov Rrison P Tho
parent headquarters= additional sub units=
sub units=
- [ .
remarks rel code= analyst initials=

comments=
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:8.04.07 (pgm=reclist,(4)) RECORD NUMBER 185
fac number= 4101 F

I

fac no= 4101 fac-sub-no= 9 fac name= PHU=FHE~ 77}/0 M‘P

1bn no= . current dates 87.10.28 cat= 0 irof=
Ql3300W /,,W;oo E '
latitude= —~B— - longitude= —g— utm= VJ751834 jog=

country= VN hardcopy= Y providence= VINH PHU

district= city=
village= hamlet=
icr/cir=
type prisoners= cadre rank=
jams available= type facility= RE us pow held= status= last active date=

sketch available= pow held inclusive date=

fac alt name=

CAMP 7 Fana— XM GToN &
UTIPK PAn ﬁau. f2:s0 1 ﬂAK / Lo
parent headquarters= additional sub units=
sub units= - : . P
remarks rel code= analyst initials=

comments=
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BASIC DESCRIPTION

Physical Features

.

The possible PW detention area has maximum dimensions of 675’ x 600'. It contains 13
buildings: 3 possible PW detention, 2 administration, 2 barracks, 2 support, 1 storage, 1
mess facility, 1 latrine, and 1 arcade security building (Figure 3).

Status and Activity

The possible PW detention area appears to be functioning at a light operational level.

(Figures 4 and 5) reveals fewer buildings, less ground scarring,

trenches in disrepair, and fence segments collapsed However, PW
detention remains a distinct possibility.

Security

The possible PW detention area is completely walled and has one entrance in the east
wall. The arcade-type entrance is inside a security building. One possible PW detention
building (jtem 4, Figure 3) is surrounded by a wall and has fenced possible exercise areas.
The remaining possible PW detention buildings (items 7 and 8, Figure 3) are partially
surrounded by fences and also have fenced possible exercise areas. The possible detention
area has guard towers at each corner, the newest of which is at the south corner.
Defensively, the trench system within the walls and in the surrounding area is in a state of
disrepair. No evidence of camouflage or deception is discernible.
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INSTALLATION OR ACTIVITY NAME . COUNTRY

Xom O.,_ozm Possible PW Detention Installation N-54 VN

MAP REFERENCE -

ABSTRACT

This report is a analysis of Xom Giong Possible PW
Detention Installation N-54, located in north-central North Vietnam. The possible PW
detentign area is square and contains 13 buildings for administration, support, and possible
prisoner detention. Four guard towers are present.
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BASIC DESCRIPTION
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Physical Features

The possible PW detention area has maximum dimensions of 675’ x 600'. It contains 13
buildings: 3 possible PW detention, 2 administration, 2 barracks, 2 support, 1 mﬁoammm 1
mess facility, 1 latrine, and 1 arcade security building (Figure 3).

Status and Activity

The possible PW detention area appears to be functioning at a light operational level:

(Figures 4 and 5) reveals fewer buildings, less ground scarring,

trenches in disrepair, and fence segments collapsed on latest imagery. However, PW
detention remains a distinct possibility.

Security

The possible PW detention area is completely walled and has one entrance in the east
wall. The 183?@3 entrance is inside a security building. One possible PW detention
building (ftem 4, Figure 3) is surrounded by a wall and has fenced possible exercise areas.
The remaining possible PW detention buildings (items 7 and 8, Figure 3) are partially
surrounded by fences and also have fenced possible exercise areas. The possible detention
area has guard towers at each corner, the newest of which is at the south corner.
Defensively, the trench system within the walls and in the surrounding area is in a state of
disrepair. No evidence of camouflage or deception is discernible.
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C1SEARCH _ PAGE

y, SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN HELD POLITICAL
PRISONER IN NORTH VIETNAM FROM 1962-1977 FOR THE OFFENSE
OF RESISTING THE REVOLUTION AND ATTEMPTING TO COUNTER OF -
FICIAL DRV PROPAGANDA. HE WAS HELD IN PHU THO FROM 1962-
65, IN HA GIANG FROM 1965-70 AND IN LAO CAI FROM 1970-T77.
SOURCE RECALLED BEING IN THE SAME CAMP (BUT SEPARATELY) IN
PHU THO (1963-64) WITH APPROXIMATELY 80 COMMANDOS AND SPIES
BUT WAS ALLOWED NO CONTACT WITH THEM. SOURCE RECALLED TWO
WERE KILLED FOR PLANNING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT. THEY WERE
MOVED (TO WHERE, UNKNOWN) SOMETIME IN 1964. IN HA GIANG,
SOURCE RECALLED MEETING ONLY ONE COMMANDO, NAMED KIEN
(UNKNOWN IF NGUYEN THAI KIEN). WHO WAS OF SHORT STATURE
AND WAS APPROX 40-U45 YOA AT THAT TIME. SOURCE HEARD HE
WAS A RUN SPY WHO WAS ARRESTED NEAR THE HA LAO BORDER.
AT LAO CAI, SOURCE RECALLED COMMANDOS NGUYEN QUOC DINH
WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED AFTER PARACHUTING INTO NVN AND WHO
IS NOW RESETTLED IN THE US FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS. (NFI).
SOURCE ALSO RECALLED COMMANDO LUYEN WHO WAS LATER MOVED
TO THANH HOA. SOURCE HEARD LUYEN IS STILL BEING HELD.
SOURCE ALSO RECALLED A TALL COMMANDO NAMED LAM (NOTE:
POSSIBLY NGUYEN NGOC LAM) WHO WAS ALSO CAPTURED AFTER
PARACHUTING INTO NVN. SOURCE ADMITTED DISCUSSING HIS
KNOWLEDGE OF THE ABOVE PERSONS WITH COMMANDO A/AME
(SEE JCRC MSG RPT 35-045), WHOM HE MET AT A FIRST
ASYLUM CAMP IN MALAYSIA PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT PULAU BIDONG,
WHO IS NOW IN THE PHILIPPINES (sIC).
5. ~IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE COMMANDOS, SOURCE
RECALLED AN ANTI-COMMUNIST FIGURE NAMED LY CA SA WHO WAS
IMPRISONED IN LAO CAI. LY CA SA WAS A GENERAL IN AN ANTI-
COMMUNIST FORCE WHO WAS CAPTURED INFILTRATING FROM LAOS
IN 1960-62. AS OF SOURCE'S RELEASE, HE WAS STILL IN LAO
CAI (1977). BUT SOURCE LATER HEARD THAT HE HAD SUCCESS-
FULLY ESCAPED INTO CHINA AND FOUGHT AGAINST NVN DURING
THE 1979 CHINA BORDER ATTACKS AND NOW LIVES IN CHINA.
LY CA SA WAS REPUTED TO BE PHYSICALLY VERY STRONG AND WAS
ETHNIC NORTH VIETNAMESE. SOURCE RECALLED AN INDONESIAN
NAMED MAR-I-TIN-NET (PHONETIC) WHO WAS CAPTURED IN 1960
AS AN INDONESIAN SPY TARGETTED AGAINST CHINA. HE WAS
CAPTURED IN A BOAT OFF THE COAST AND INITIALLY CLAIMED
TO BE A FISHERMAN. HE DIED OF ILLNESS IN LAO CAI IN
1974-75. MAR-I-TIN-NET HAD A FELLOW INMATE FRIEND IN LAO
CAI NAMED VUONG DIEU DINH WHO HAD PLANNED A PRISON ESCAPE
WITH HIM IN 1974-75. THE INDONESIAN WAS ILL, SO DINH
ESCAPED ALONE. DINH WAS RECAPTURED ALIVE IN 1977 BY A
PAVN REGIMENT WHICH WAS MOBILIZED TO RECAPTURE HIM.
6. SOURCE CLAIMED THE FOLLOWING FAMILY MEMBERS:
BT
#3927
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MSGNO

181 (PCXX) #07/24/85% #05:08:06~2.1%
ZCZC 10:06:48Z (PC)

R 2408122 JUL 85

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE

R 2407582 JUL 85

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36//
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//

BT

SECTION 02 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH <><>4§3927<><>
CITE: 3440 JULY 85
EZ2:

SUBJ:" JCRC REPORT 35-0Ou44, AMERICAN REMAINS IN BAN ME

7. WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT SD DEPARTURE FOR
THE uUS, SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME PRIOR TO 1975, HE HAD
GONE TO IRAN (PURPOSE, EMPLOYMENT UNK) ALONE. SHORTLY
BEFORE THE COMMUNIST TAKE-OVER OF THE SOUTH, <[\ ARRANG-
ED FOR SOMEONE IN SAIGON TO PUT HIS WIFE AND SEVEN CHILD-
REN ON AN AIRCRAFT WHEREUPON HE MET THEM IN THE US, WHERE
THEY HAVE LIVED EVER SINCE. SOURCE HIMSELF LIVED IN THE
SOUTH FROM 1977 TO 1985.

8. COMMENT. WE NOTE AN AMAZING SIMILARITY OF
CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING THE NGUYEN QUANG CHUNG OPN 3UA
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DESERTER (REF A) AND SOURCE'S BROTHER, BOTH IN NAME
NAMAS ARE PRONOUNCED THE- SAME IN THE NORTHERN
DIALECT) AND IN HIS LITTLE UNDERSTOOD DEPARTURE FROM
VIETNAM. SOURCE HIMSELF HAS STRONG SQUARE FACED HEAVY
FACIAL FEATURES SIMILAR TO ETHNIC PEOPLES OF NORTH VIETNAM
WHICH CAUSED INTERVIEWER, UPON FIRST SIGHT, TO GUESS HE
WAS A FORMER COMMANDO. SOURCE HAD LITTLE TO PROVIDE CON-
CERNING HIS BACKGROUND FROM 1954 UNTIL 1962, WHEN HE CLAIMS
ARREST. EVEN THOUGH 28 YOA AT HIS TIME OF ARREST, HE
SERVED NO TIME IN THE PAVN. HIS KNOWLEDGEABILITY OF COM-
MANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD SEEMED SKETCHY AND WAS
GENERALLY CONFINED TO INDIVIDUALS ALSO KNOWN BY
NAM®  WITH WHOM HE ADMITTED DISCUSSING THESE COMMON
ACQUAINTANCES. INTERVIEWER FELT AT TIMES SOURCE PROVIDED
THE LY CA SA AND MAR-I-TIN-NET INFORMATION IN AN ATTEMPT
TO AVOID IN-DEPTH QUESTIONING CONCERNING HIS LACK OF
KNOWLEDGE OF FELLOW COMMANDO INMATES. ALTHOUGH NOT ABLE
TO PINPOINT IT DURING THE INTERVIEW, INTERVIEWER FEELS
SOURCE DID NOT DIVULGE THE COMPLETE TRUTH CONCERNING HIS
BACKCROUND. SOURCE DID, HOWEVER, CONVINCE INTERVIEWER
(WHO HAS WORKED AS A BONDED LOCKSMITH) THAT HE UNDERSTOOD
THE INNER WORKINGS OF A WARDED LOCK, THE TYPE HE CLAIMED
TO MANUFACTURE FROM MOLDS.

#3927
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MSGNO 423 (PCXX) #06/22/87*% #13:11:07.6.5% ! }ﬂ’!
ZCZC 18:07:57Z (PC) ]k 4
EMI DTG : 87062211081148
\

P 221503Z JUN 87 -
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC VoarT
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE | - S
P 201520Z JUN 87 \}
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC.

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233//

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC//

BT
EZ1: |
SECTION 01 OF 02
-0512/VO-PW
SERIAL: 6-014-0016-87
PASS: N/p
COUNTRY } VIETNAM (VM)
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0016-87/CONCENTRATION DECREE
DOI: 861200 (RO)
SOURCE:  VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT, -SC _ WHOSE REPORTING
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED.
SUMMARY : SOURCE DISCUSSES THE BASIC MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (MOI)

AUTHORITY FOR DETENTION OF INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF TRIAL AND
DESCRIBES HOW IT WAS USED AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST IN HANOI IN
1962.

TEXT:

1. IN 1960 THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROMULGATED A GOVERNMENT
DECREE KNOWN AS THE CONCENTRATION DECREE (SAC LENH TAP TRUNG).

THIS DECREE WAS INTENDED TO SERVE AS THE AUTHORITY FOR THE MINISTRY
OF PUBLIC SECURITY (MPS) TO ARREST AND IMPRISON THOSE ELEMENTS
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
CONSIDERED A THREAT TO THE INTERNAL SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. THE
PHRASE USED IN THE DECREE WAS AIMED AT THOSE WHO WERE A "DANGER TO
THE REVOLUTION" (NGUYEN HAI CHO CACH MANH). THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES
OF INDIVIDUALS THIS DECREE ADDRESSED INCLUDED THE BOURGEOISE,
INTELLECTUALS, THE RELIGIOUS, THOSE WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN
THE ARMY OR CIVIL ADMINISTATION UNDER THE FRENCH, AND LANDOWNERS.
UNDER THIS DECREE THE MPS HAD THE AUTHORITY TO ARREST AND CONFINE
INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF COURT TRIAL. THIS AUTHORITY
PERMITTED THE SECURITY SERVICES TO REMOVE FROM SOCIETY ALL THOSE
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WHOSE ACTIVITIES WERE COUNTER TO THE OBJECTIVES OF THE COMMUNIST

"PHILOSOPHY OR WHO HAD VIEWS WHICH, IF SPREAD ABOUT THE POPULATION,

PRESENTED A POTENTIAL THREAT TO THE COMMUNISTS' ABILITY TO CONTROL
THE THOUGHTS OF THE POPULACE.

2. BEGINNING IN AT LEAST 1960 THE HANOI MUNICIPALITY PUBLIC
SECURITY OFFICE (PSO) BEGAN AN EXTREMELY AGGRESSIVE EFFORT TO
LOCATE AND IDENTIFY ALL THOSE RESIDENTS COVERED BY THE
CONCENTRATION DECREE. THIS WAS A SLOW AND CAREFUL EFFORT WHICH
CONTINUED INTO 1962 AND INVOLVED MASSIVE ARRESTS IN THE HANOI AREA.
THE SECURITY SERVICES ACTIVITIES IN 1960-62 ALSO INVOLVED A LARGE
SCALE EFFORT BY THE PSO TO RECRUIT MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS CLASSES
WHO WERE THE OBJECTS OF THE CONCENTRATION DECREE. SOURCE WAS SUCH
A TARGET DURING THIS PERIOD AND MET MONTHLY WITH A MEMBER OF THE
PSO WHO BOTH INTERVIEWED AND TASKED HIM WITH COLLECTION
REQUIREMENTS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ACTIVITIES AND PERSONALITIES
WITHIN THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN HANOI CITY. AFTER BEING
IMPRISONED IN 1962 SOURCE SPOKE WITH MANY OTHER NOVICE PRIESTS WHO
STATED THEY TOO HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF SECURITY SERVICES
SURVEILLANCE AND HAD UNDERGONE THE SAME MONTHLY MEETINGS AS HE HAD
THOUGH IN DIFFERENT AREAS OF HANOI CITY. (VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCE'S
ACTIVITIES IN THIS REGARD WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF SEPARATE
REPORTING. )

3. THE ARREST PROCEDURES FOR THOSE DETAINED UNDER THE
CONCENTRATION DECREE WERE RELATIVELY UNIFORM. = THE EXPERIENCE
SOURCE UNDERWENT ON HIS DAY OF ARREST WAS, ACCORDING TO MANY OTHERS
WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD, THE NORMAL ARREST PROCEDURE BEING FOLLOWED
AT THAT TIME. SECURITY SERVICES OFFICIALS AND LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE
CADRE WOULD COME TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S RESIDENCE EARLY IN THE
MORNING, ASSEMBLE THE ENTIRE FAMILY, AND READ THE INDIVIDUAL THE
CONCENTRATION ORDER (LENH TAP TRUNG). THE CONCENTRATION ORDER WAS
SIGNED BY TRAN DUY HUNG, CHAIRMAN OF THE HANOI MUNICIPALITY
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE,AND DIRECTED THE ARREST OF THE NAMED
INDIVIDUAL FOR ACTIONS HARMFUL TO PUBLIC ORDER. THE PERIOD OF
DETENTION WAS NOT SPECIFIED AND THE FAMILY WOULD BE ADVISED THE
LETENTION PERIOD WOULD BE DETERMINED ONLY AFTER A THOROUGH
INVESTIGATION AND A DETERMINATION BY THE PSO AS TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S
ATTITUDE.

y, THE INDIVIDUAL WOULD BE ESCORTED BY ARMED GUARDS IN A PSO
VEHICLE TO HOA LO PRISON FOR INVESTIGATION. DURING 1962
APPROXIMATELY 20-30 PERSONS ARRIVED AT HOA LO PRISON EACH DAY. AT
TIMES THE PRISON BECAME OVERCROWDED AND SOME DETAINEES WERE
TRANSFERRED TO OTHER TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITIES UNTIL THEIR
INVESTIGATION HAD BEEN COMPLETED. THIS INCLUDED WELL KNOWN
TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITIES USED FOR PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION
SUCH AS THANH TRI PRISON AND THE PRISON ON NAM BO STREET ACROSS
FROM THE HANG CO RAILWAY STATION. SINCE THE SECURITY SERVICES HAD
ALREADY DETERMINED THEY WOULD IMPRISON ALL THOSE ARRESTED AND HAD,
SINCE 1960, DEVELOPED CONSIDERABLE INFORMATION ON THEM, THE
INVESTIGATION PHASE BY THE PSO WAS BRIEF. SOURCE UNDERWENT NO MORE
THAN 30 DAYS CONFINEMENT AT HOA LO PRISON. DURING THIS PERIOD HE
WAS CALLED OUT FOR INTERROGATION, NORMALLY AT ABOUT 2200 HOURS,
LASTING UNTIL 0100-0200 HOURS. THE QUESTIONS WERE POSED BY THE

00132
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CELL BLOCK DUTY OFFICER. HE WAS ONEY HALF INTERESTED IN THE PROCESS
AND SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME ANSWERING THE DUTY PHONE WHICH WAS
REPORTING SECURITY CONDITIONS IN AND AROUND THE HANOI CITY AREA
ONCE EACH HOUR. SOURCE WAS REQUIRED TO FILL OUT A PERSONAL

HISTORY STATEMENT EACH TIME HE WAS CALLED OUT AND WAS ASKED TO
CLEARLY IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE HIS ASSOCIATES IN THE HANOI AREA WITH
EMPHASIS ON THOSE TYPES OF INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED IN THE
CONCENTRATION DECREE.

5. ~ AFTER ONE MONTH IN HOA LO PRISON SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED
WITH APPROXIMATELY 50 OTHER PERSONS BY BOAT TO THE AREA OF THE AM
THUONG RAILWAY STATION AND PLACED IN YEN THO PRISON, PHU THO
PROVINCE. HE ARRIVED AT YEN THO UNDER A THREE YEAR CONFINEMENT
ORDER (LENH TAP TRUNG 3 NAM) WHICH WAS THE NORMAL CONFINEMENT
PERIOD. THE 3-YEAR PERIOD STRETCHED INTO 15 YEARS UNTIL SOURCE WAS
TEMPORARILY RELEASED IN 1977.

6. ~  THE CONFINEMENT ORDERS WHICH INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS SOURCE
RECEIVED MOST OFTEN WERE FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS. THE LENGTH
OF TIME IDENTIFIED FOR CONFINEMENT DID NOT MEAN THE INDIVIDUAL
WOULD ‘BE AUTOMATICALLY RELEASED AT THE EXPIRATION OF THAT TIME,
RATHER THE INDIVIDUAL'S CASE WAS UP FOR REVIEW AT THAT TIME. BASED
ON SOURCE'S EXPERIENCE IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAM PRISON SYSTEM, THOSE
WHO WERE NOVICE PRIESTS SUCH AS HIMSELF NORMALLY SPENT AT LEAST 15
YEARS IN THE PRISON SYSTEM RISING OUT OF A THREE YEAR CONCENTRATION
ORDER. THOSE WHO HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH THE FRENCH UNION FORCES
OR WERE FORMER ADMINISTRATORS UNDER THE FRENCH SERVED AT LEAST 10
YEARS IN PRISON. MOST INMATES REFERRED TO THE PERIOD OF THREE YEAR
CONFINEMENT AS A "KHOA", MEANING A FIXED PERIOD OF TIME, AND
REFERRED TO THE LENGTH OF TIME THAY HAD BEEN IN PRISON BY THE

BT
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MSGNO U420 (PCXX) %06/22/8T* *13:11:07.5.7T%*
ZCZC 18:07:57Z (PC)
EMI DTG : 8706221107117

P 221503Z JUN 87

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE

P 201520Z JUN 87

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
" RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233//
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC//

.. BT
FINAL SECTION OF 02
EZ2:
NUMBER OF "KHOA". 1IN SOURCE'S CASE, HE SPENT FIVE "KHOA"IN PRISON.
7. VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCE IS S e A CURRENT

RESIDENT OF THE U.S., ARRESTED IN 1962 AND RELEASED FROM PRISON IN
1977. HE IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING DEBRIEFING BY DIA/VO-PW FOR
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE. THE CONCENTRATION
ORDER HE DESCRIBES WAS THE HANOI GOVERNMENT'S AUTHORITY USED IN
1975 TO INCARCERATE FORMER MEMBERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED
FORCES, FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS, AND OTHERS DETAINED IN SOUTHERN
VIETNAM FOLLOWING THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF THE SOUTH ON 30 APR 75.

BT
#0705

NNDD



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
JCS MESSAGE CENTER

ROUTINE . ZYUW RUEKJCS60L6 2141318
R 021752Z AUG 85
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC
T0 CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI .
INFO CIA WASHINGTON DC JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//J2/33/J36//
SFENFF WASHINGTON DC//0ASD-1SA/PW-MIA//

-20,886/DC-2 .
SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW
1. IN APPROXIMATELY NOVEMBER 1978 THE PAROLEE INMATES AT THE
HONG THANG AGRICULTURAL SITE (NONG TRUONG HONG THANG) CONTROLLED BY
PHO LU PRISON WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP PRISON. THE INMATES WERE
MOVED DUE TO THE IMPENDING BORDER HOSTILITIES BETWEEN THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC) AND THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV).
THE PAROLEES REMAINED AT TAN LAP PRISON UNTIL APPROXIMATELY JANUARY
OR FEBRUARY 1979 WHEN THEY WERE MOVED TO THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION
AREA (KHU SAN XUAT 1%ANH LAM), ALSO KNOWN AS SUBCAMP K-L OF THE
THANH PHONG PRISON.
2. . WHILE AT TAN LAP PRISON ENLISTED CADRE, SGT. PHAM THANH
DONG, REMARKED TO SOURCE THAT AMERICAN POWS HAD BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP
PRISON DURING THE WAR YEARS. HE MADE NO FURTHER MENTION OF THE
PRESENCE OF U.S. POWS AT TAN LAP AND DID NOT SAY IN WHICH SUBCAMP
THE POWS WERE HELD.

. SOURCE HAD VISITED THE TAN LAP PRISON BRIEFLY IN MID-1965,
DEPARTING THERE IN APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 1965. AT THAT TIME THE
PRISON FACILITIES WERE PRIMITIVE. HE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS OPS
34A COMMANDO TEAM WERE BRIEFLY HELD THERE AT THAT TIME WHILE IN
TRANSIT BETWEEN HOA LO PRISON AND QUYET TIEN PRISON. THE TAN LAP
PRISON WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE PHU THO PRISON AND WAS A NATIONAL LEVEL
DETENTION FACILITY. SOURCE NEITHER OBSERVED NOR HEARD OF ANY
AMERICANS AT TAN LAP IN 1965. SOURCE BELIEVED THE TAN LAP PRISON WAS
DESIGNATED A MODEL PRISON (TRAI KIEU MAU) IN THE LATE 1970S.

b, SOURCE OF PARAS 1-3 IS C A FORMER OPS 3LA
COMMANDO CAPTURED IN 196L4. HE PREVIOUSLY STATED HE HEARD OF U.S.
PWS FROM FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY AIRBORNE PERSONNEL HE MET IN
1979 AND WHO SAID THEY HEARD U.S. PWS WERE HELD AT TAN LAP IN
1967-68. DIA IS NOT AWARE OF ANY U.S. PWS HELD AT TAN LAP
DURING THE WAR. MOST FORMER OPS 34A COMMANDOS WHO HAVE TRANSITED
TAN LAP HAVE REPORTED A SIMILAR HEARSAY STORY ATTRIBUTED TO CAMP
GUARDS. - -

5. POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON.

30
ACTION DC-2(2) (M)

., INFO . USDP:1SA (1) USDP:MIA(1) CMB QC(1) SECDEF: (1)

SECDEF (9) USDP(11) NMIC(1) vO(1) DIA(2)
+SAFE

MCN=85214/04632 TOR=85214/1316Z __ TAD=85214/13302Z CDSN=MIAO38
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JCS MESSAGE CENTER

ROUTINE . ZYUW RUEKJCS1159 2352203
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FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2//

T0 CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH C!A WASHINGTON DC-

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
1. “"DIA . HAS REVIEWED PW/MIA INFORMATION FROM OPS 3LA
COMMANDOS. ONE CONTINUING TREND IN PW/MIA REPORTING FROM THOSE
FORMER COMMANDOS WHO WERE PAROLED AND TRANSITED THE TAN LAP PRISON
(AKA: PHU THO) 1S CONSISTENT HEARSAY REPORTS FROM LOWER RANKING
CAMP GUARDS AT TAN LAP CIRCA 1978 THAT U.S. PWS WERE HELD THERE
DURING THE WAR YEARS. DIA HAS NO INFORMATION TO SUPPORT SUCH
CLAIMS. (THE TAN LAP PRISON 1S A WELL KNOWN FACILITY OF AT LEAST
SEVEN SUBCAMPS WITH SIX OF THE CAMPS LOCATED IN AN AREA FROM
VJ 899793 TO VJ 960793. ONE SUBCAMP IS LOCATED AT VJ 905807.
2. DIA RECORDS DEPICT A WARTIME DETENTION FACILITY
{DENTIFIED AS THE XOM GIONG POSSIBLE PW DETENTION INSTALLATION, BE
NR.-0616-003474 (75900), LOCATED AT VJ 906807, 213151N/1045L30E.
THIS 1S THE LOCATION OF ONE OF THE TAN LAP SUBCAMPS. THE CAMP WAS
REPORTEDLY A SUSPECTED PENAL INSTITUTION SHOWING SOME SIGNS OF
PART | AL DISMANTLING AS OF FEB 67, APPARENTLY ABANDONED AS OF JAN 68,
AND THEN ACTIVE WITH SIGNATURES OF A DETENTION FACILITY AS OF JUN 71.
(DC-2 COMMENT: THE PERIOD WHEN THE PRISON WAS APPARENTLY DISMANTLED
DOES COINCIDE WITH THE DISMANTLING OF OTHER FACILITIES IN NVN SUCH
AS CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3.) OF INTEREST IS A REFERENCE TO USMACTHAI
IR 6-074-0007-7L,.30 SEP 74, REPORTING THE RESULTS OF THE DEBRIEF
OF A RETURNEE. COMMENTS INDICATED THAT THE FACILITY IN
. WHICH THE THA! WAS HELD, PRESUMABLY PRIOR TO EARLY 1973, APPEARED
TO CORRESPOND TO THE FACILITY THEN CARRIED AS TH XOM GIONG POSSIBLE
PW DETENTION INSTALLATION. INTERVIEWED ONE FORMER
COMMANDO HELD AT TAN LAP BRIEFLY IN 1965 AND HE NEITHER SAW NOR
HEARD OF ANY U.S. PWS THERE AT THAT TIME. HE TOO HEARD THE HEARSAY
ACCOUNTS OF U.S. PWS AT TAN LAP DURING THE WAR YEARS.
3. IT 1S INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THIS IS IN AN AREA WITHIN
TEN KILOWEFERS™GF THE SUBCAMP AT VvJ 852936 WHERE FORMER PVT. ROBERT-
GARWOOD QAS HELD{IN L OF GROUP 776. (TN GARWOOD'S BOOK
“TCONVERS) TH THE ENEMY", HE HAS CLAIMED HE WAS HELD IN THE
BA VI/BAT BAT AREA FROM 1971 UNTIL SHORTLY AFTER THE 1375 CEASEFIRE
WHEN HE WAS MOVED TO LIEN TRAl 1.)
4, REQUEST ANY INFORMATION YOU MAY HAVE CONCERNING ANY
REPORTS OF U.S. PWS HELD AT TAN LAP OR IN THIS GENERAL AREA PRIOR
TO THE ARRIVAL OF ROBERT GARWOOD. FURTHER, CAN YOU PROVIDE ANY
IDENTIFICATION AND/OR DETAILS CONCERNING THE THAI RETURNEE WHO
DIA/DC-2 BELIEVED MAY HAVE BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP DURING THE WAR.
(DC-2 COMMENT: |F A THAI WERE HELD THERE IN 1974 IT SEEMS HE MIGHT
NOT HAVE BEEN HELD ALONE.)

5. Y POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON.
ACTION DC-2(2) (D,6,8,F)
INFO  NAIC(1) vO(1) DIA(Y)

+SAFE

MCN=85235/06532 TOR=85235/2203Z_ TAD=85235/22092Z CDSN=MIAB2E
PAGE 1 OF 1
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AR RUEKJCS RUEADWM RUEXJCS RUEKJCS RUFQEQA RUEAIIA
RUHGDPA RUEHKL RUEHHY

nT nTuey «n974/01 @22 **

CERGE: DAO 21/22/50
APPRV: DAO:DMOORE
RFTD: DAOQ:GESCEARCE:M

n 2208572 JAN 9¢
t™™M USDAO BANGXOX TE//P¥W-MIA//
T0 RUEKJCS / DIa WASKINGTON DC

1NFO RUEADWY / WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR TARL JACYSON // TAO:JGMIKT

RUEKJCS / SECDE? ¥ASHDC//JASD-1SA/PH-MIN// DISTR: CHRON DAOZ AMB

RUEKJCS / JCS WASKDC//J5/03CS~PN=MIA// . DCM POL SA

RUBQRQA USCINCPAC HrwnTurn ut 111971222/13/33¢// DATLO JCRC EX/A
ORGIN: OCR

/
RUEALIA / CIA WASHDC
RUHQEPA / CDR JCRC BARBEE> ¢y ni
RUEFKL / USDAD XUALA LUMPUR
RUEKHEK / USDLO RONG XOKG
BT
SECTION @1 OF 02 BANGKCY TH//PW- @2374

TEIS 1S A STONY BEACH MESSACE

SLRIAL: 1IR 6 @24 @21e S@ .zw/ i @
COUKTRY: VIETHAM (VH) rv %
SUBJ: 118 6 @24 £21¢ 9¢/ASENCE IF AMERICANS IK THE

AN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEIN SEP 77 AN[D FEP 82

CECARTMENT OF DEYENSE

) & 77¢900-82¢€20¢ .

ouliRCE: . SH _\SOURCE IS AN

ObP BENIFICIARY UNDER TRE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROSSAM AND )
8 FORMIR ARUN CAPTAIN WHO WAS IKCARCSRATED IN THE TAN LAP
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7729 - 8202. SOURCE RELIABILITY

FAS NOT BEER ESTAPLISRED.

SUMMARY: ) THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION
ARD PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN TAP PEETUCATION
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES.

TEXT:

.

220857 JAN 90
| ﬂ !

1/2 6B

1/2 GB [, 220857 JAN 90 .
e DY T .
) SR GEJGRAPHY. SIURCE WAS UNSURR_OF TEE EXACT
LOCATION OF THE REEDUCATION CAMP EXCEPT THAT IT XAS IN
VING PEU PROVINCE. FROM X-5 IT VWAS'EIGET-HOURS VALY TO
BEN NGOC (A LANDING ON TBE SONG HON3). TROM PENAKGOC IT
WAS FOUR HOURS FURTHER TO THE AM THUONG .RAILVAY STATION.

2. ORCANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGCARIZED'INTO

FIVE SUB-CAMPS XNOWN AS K-1 THROUGH K-5. K-1 AND-X-5

YERE BUILT BY THE FRENCH AND WERE TBE MOST SECURE. TAE

OTHLR SUB-CAMPS WERE BUILT AFTER 1975 T0:-ACCOMMODATE

FORMER RYN OFPICIALS. THE CAMP ¥AS ADMINISTERED BY THE B
PUBLIC SECURITY SER7ICE (PSS) OF TRE MINISTRY OF @ .

INTERIOR, THE NUMBER AND NAMES OF CADRE -ADMINISTERING :

LND GUARDING THE CAMP WERY UNRECALLED. TOTAL POPULATION

OF X~1 WAS APPROXIMATELY 1,000 INMATES. :: o ’

. PHYSICAL CPARACTERISTICS. KEARLY ALLior

SOURCE’S IKCARCERATION AT TAN LAP WAS SPENT IN SUR-CAMP .
X-1, THEREFORE, DESCRIPTIONS BELOW WILL REFER TC 'K-1° o
UKLISS OTEEAWISE SPECIFIED. THE COMPOURD FORMED A SQUARE

ABOUT 2¢0 METERS ON A SIDE, IT WAS SURROUNDED BY A FIVE

METER FIGH BRICX VALL. INSIDE TBIS WALL YERE ™woY )

SEPARATE YIDE COILS OF BARBED WIRE. ~TRE MAIN GATE WAS

1OCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF TRE WEST WALL. THE SOUTEERK

FALF OF THE COMPOUND CONTAINED SEVERAL ROWS OF DETENTION

HOUSES. ABOUT 8 BY 20 METERS IN DIMEKSION. THE FPIRST TWO

R0WS OF DETENTION KOUSES ENCOUNTERED AFTER ENTERIRG TRE

MAIN GATE WERE MADE OF BRICK WITP CORRUGATED METAL

ROOFING. THESE TWO WERE REFERRED TO AS TRE SPECIAL

DFTENTION FOUSES. TREY WERE USED PRIMARILY TO HOED THOSE .

CONSIDERED MOST DANGEROUS T0 THE COMMURISTS RATRER THAN :

BEING USED PRIMARILY AS DISCIPLINARY DETENTION. $HOSE ) '

HFLD IK TH1S AREA WERE CRAPLAINS, MILITARY SECURITY

SERVICE, AND IKTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL. THE REMAINDER oFf

THE DETENTION HOUSE WERE CONSTRUCTED AFTER 1975 OF WATTLE

WITE THATCEED RODFS. THE NORTRERN BALP OP TEE COMPOUND

WAS THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMPOUND CONTAINI®G THE MEETING

NOUSE, ASSEMBLY PIELD, DISPERSARTY, CADRE ADMIRISTRATION

RUILDINCS, CRERK VEGETABLE GARDER ARD YATER CISTERN. THE

190 ROWS OF SPECIAL DETINTION HOUSES YERE SEPARATED FROM

THE OTHER DETENTION HOUSTS BY A PENCE. ALL TRE DETENTIOR

KOUSES WERE IN TURN FENCED OFF PROM THE ADMIN COMPOUKRD. .
THERE WAS A GATE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NORTH FENCE"OF THE

DETENTION COMPOUND. ALLOWIKG ACCESS FROM PRE ADMIN :

COMPOUND, AND A GATE IN THE RORTHWEST CORNER OF TRE ! .

e
!
Sy
1/2 63 220857 JAN 90 : _
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V2CZCBKI *

RR RUEKJCS RUEADWY RUEKJCS RUEKJCS RUHQHQA RUEAIIA
RUKHQEPA RUEHXL RUEHHK

NT DNrulyY ‘hwwm\sv @23 *#

n  ecovosl JAN 99 CHRGE: DAO ©1/23/399

FM USDAO BANGXOX TH//PW-MIA// © APPRV: DAO:DMOORE

70 RUEXJCS / DIA VASHIKGTON DC RFTD: DAO:GESCEARCE:M
INFO RUEATWY / WHITEROUSE WASEDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // DAD1JGMIX]

. RUEKJCS / SECDEF t»wncn\\o»mulnm»\v‘lz—>\\ DISTR: CHRON DAO3 AMB
RUFKJCS / JCS WASHDC//35/23CS=-PU-NMIA// DCM POL SA
FUEQHQA / USSINCPAC BhunTnTn ur//variaa/33/336// DATL) JCRC EX/A
RUEATIA / CIA WASHDC ORGIN: OCR
RURQBPA / COR JCRC Fansand rr Rl .

PUEHKL / USDAO KUALA LUMPUR

'RUEHHK / USDLO RONG YONG
PT
T ) SECTIDN 81 JF 82 PAKGKOX TE//PW- 04293

mrnm IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: 11R 6 024 6211 90 /WA(
" COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM)
SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0211 98/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4

TAN LAP BETWEEN 1979 AKD FEB 82

.- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

2 (U drer: “ZD /SOURCE 1S AN

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REBEDUCATION PROGRAM AND
A FORMIR ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED 1IN THE K-4 TAN

LA® REIDUCATION CAMP FROM 798¢ - 8202. SOURCE
PELIAFILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISKED.
) SumMARY: © , THIS IS A STONY BEACF REPIRT. 1T
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORCANIZATION
. AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP
) REELUCATION CAMP IH VINR PEU PROVINCE. EWCLOSURE.
. TEXT:
'z ol 230908 JAR 90
LME , . e
_ \ w
. | : .
S —

W / ;w

230908 JAN 92 < ‘e

1/2 GE 220608 JAN 92
1. .. . GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE DESCRIBE THE LOCATION BY
THE ROUTE OF TRAVEL FROM RAKOL. TFROM THE PANG CO TRAIN
STATION IN HANOI, SOURCE’S GROVP TEAVELEDL BY TRAIN TO THF
14 THUONG STATION SOME 18¢ ¥YM DISTANT. FROM THERE THIY
TRAVELED BY FERRY FOR FOUR EQURS TO THE BEN NGOC FERRY
LANDING., AT BEN NGOC THEY CONTINUED THE JOURNEY BY
WALKING © XM MORE UNTIL REACRING K-4 TAN-LAP .

Ze . ORSANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED IKTC
FIVE SURCAMPS NUMBRERYD X-1 TERJUGE K-5. THE CAMP ¥AS
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUELIC SECURITY SERVICE OF TKR
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, SUBCAMP K-4 WAS COMMANDED EY PSS
3APT CAO BA DAU. 21T ((LNU)) SON WAS THE EDUCATIONAL
CADRE, 2LT ((LNU)) THUC WAS IR CEARIE OF ALL INMATE UKIT
LEALERS AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIOR. cAPT- ((LNU)) XHAL
WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CAMP DISPENSART, mss ((LNU)) ®AV
wAS IN CHARCE OF LIVESTOCK, AND MSG ((LNU)) THANE 4AS THE
SUART FORCE NCO1C. THERE WERE ABOUT 25 PERSONNEL
GUARDIKG ARD ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. TOTAL POPULATION CF
K-4 WAS APPROXIMATELY 500 INMATES.

E. PEYSICAL CEARACTERISTICS. SURCAMP K~4 ¥AS
EINLARGED IN THE MILDLE OF 1979 BY ADDING ADDITICNAL ROWS
OF DETENTICN HCUSES TO THE EXISTIKS ONY ROW. THE X-4
CAMP CCMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 408 BY See METERS.
IT VWAS SURROUNDED EY A TERFE METER HIGH BAMBQO FENCE.
GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IK THE FOUR CORNERS. THEE MAIN
GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EAST PERIMETER.
EINTERING TEE MAIN GATE WERE TOUR DEPENTION HOUSES LOCATED
I8 AN APPROXIMATE "U" SHAPE, THE DETENTION ECUSES WERE
ABOUT & BY 3¢ METERS IN DIMENSION AND CONSTRUCTED OF
JATTLE WITH THATCEED ROOFS. ADDITIONALLY INSIDE TEHF .
DETENTION COMPOUND YERE FOUND A GUARD SHACY, SMALL

- DISPENSARY, WATER CISTERN, INMATE ¥ITCREN, ASSEMBLY FIELD
ANT VOLLEY BALL COURT. OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPIUND
ACROSS FROM THE MAIN GATE WAS THE CAMP ADMINISTRATIOR
AREA CONTAINING TEE MEFTING HOUSE, SYBCAMP COMMANDER'S
OFFICE, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE, PIG STY, FISH POND ANL
CADRE HOUSING., T0 THE NORTHEAST WERE THE AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION ARFAS AND JUST NORTH OF THE PERIMETER WAS A
ERICK KILN.

4. . ~ LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATIS WERE ORGANIZED
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOO1J) ¥ITH ABOUT 4@-52
PRISONERS PFR UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS ¥ERE INVCLVED

1/2 GB 230908 JAN 9¢
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