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APFENDIX T i

JOINT PERSONNEL RECOVERY CENTER 2

PART I. INTROLUCTION 3

A, BACKOROUND 4
5

6

7

8

S

ig

11

12

In this capacity, the JPAC would be the 13
coordination authority and foecal point for all post- 13
8AR recevery mattern, 15
16

i7

18

18

20

B, ) SCOFE - 2l

1, Tied in to JPRC activities was the establishment 22
of evasion and escape procedurss, whieh were disseminated 23

to all alrcrews.
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PART II. INCEPTION OF JPRC

A. ) COMMITTEE COMHITTEE ON _PRISONER3 AND DETAINEES
In June 1965, the Embassy Misslon Councll in Saipon

establlished a Committee on Priseoners and Detainees with

meobership composed qf representatives from each element of the Gountry

Mission Team, Under Embassy chairmanship, the Commiftee was

given the primary vresponsibiligy for formulating po;icy recomn-
mendatlons and coordinating actions relating to US military prisoners
and civilian detainEEP held by the Viet cOngygg)South Vietngm. The
committee was also tasked to formulate poliey recommendstions to

the Mission on the following additional categories of detalned

¢
persons: US prisoners held by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV)

in North Vietnam; and third country civilian detainees snd military
prisoners held by the___VC_ in South Vietnam, except non-US
civilians. The Commlttee was ruther tasked teo inltigte necessary

liaison with Vietnamese authoritles and to coordinate any necessary

<" "sgion setion that might be required concerning US priscners orn

——

«cetalnees In third countries, specifically Laos.?

W JOINT RECOVERY CENTER
1.

{S) Acting on the recommendations of the_ Commlttee, and with

the concurrence of the Misslon Councll, the Ambessador, General
Maxwell Taylor, established a Joint Recovery Center (JRC), which
wonld:
&. Be manhed by individuals provided by the Departme;t of
Defense (DOD), US Overseas Mission (USOM), US Information

service (uszS), ene Ewvasay, one TN

b. Be directly responsible to the Ambassador for all opera-
tional matters,
¢, Coordinate gperations in adjacent areas, particularly Laos,

with the apprepriate embassy or command.

Joint AMEMBASSY/MACV Msg, 140525Z Jun 1965 =
) History of JPRC dated 1 January 1967
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2:/£Eg1/£: apeaﬁing to the DOD manning requirement for
- ~he JRG, the Ambassador indiecated the need rér 10 professionally
Aalified military representatives. Furth;r, it was recommended
that the DOD asssign a USAF colonel having the techn}cal qualifi-
cations and command experience as the JRC's Director,

3. The Office.of the Secretary of Defense (0SD) requested
that the Joint Chlefs of Staff taske appropriate actlion to furnish
the requested officer, Af the Joint Chiefs of Staff consurred.
The Joint Chlels of Staff, in turn, requested comments and
reconumendations concerning command arrangements &nd design%tion

of the JRC.* CINCPAC concurred in the establishment of a recovery

center, manning apd commsnd arrangements, and the terms of reference.

CINCPAC suggested the term JPRC be used to mean Joint Pérsonnel
Recovery Center since the term JRC was presently used to designate
the Jolnt Reconnzissance Center (JRC) within the J-3 Directorate,

Joint Chiefs of Staff.®s
E;/ﬁPST’apon reviewing the ! prisoner recovery problem in
Tuthesst Asia, "COMUSMACY, in September 1965, indiceted that, in
.08e cooperatlion with the Americazn Embassy —an
aggressive program to determine the leecation af, and assist American
priscners held by the VC, thé DRV, and the Pathet Lao had been
initlated. With the concurrence of the Américan Embaasy, COMUSMACY
wlthdrew the request for appointment of a Director fer the JRC
avallable
indicating that the officer would be provided Irom/ personnel,¥®?®

C. JOINT PERSONNEL RECOVERY CENTER {JPRC)

1., {057 During an evesion and escape (E*E) planning confersnce at
CINCPAC Headquarters in December 1965, a recommendatlon was made

that a recovery center be established in Southeast Asla whieh would

W o - N oW N
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28

include personnel recovery oﬁerations after search and rescue (SAR) ’/29

HMsg. 2320507 Jun 1965
CINCPAC Meg, 0322412 Aug 1965
) COMUStAcY Msg, 1511362 Sept 1965

SECRET F-3 Appendix P

QR oM ©_2 e maa e W

1T



{

T

ECRET

efforts had been términated. It was visualized, by CINCPAG, that

~~the functions of the JRC, then operating in Vietnam, would be

ibsorbed within this new organization. A éeneral concept of &

possible avrangement for post-SAR recovery operatione envisioned

by CINCPAC would be as follows:

a. Recovery operations would involve forces and/or activities
varded both as to parent organization and location. The locale
ol raecovery cperationa might ineclude South Vletnam, North Vietnam
and Laos. Therefore, to maximize the errectiveneaa.of.auch
operations, COMUSMACV would be deslgnated as coordinating
authority for post~3AR matters,

b. COMUSHACV would establish a Personnel Recovery Center to
aild in his courdinatinn'authority role. The center sould serve
83 a focal peint for the collection and collation of all Anforma-
tlcon and intelligence bearing an personnel reecovery, and would
Plan and coordinate the operational aspeets of recovery/assistance

of US/Allied personnel detainéh/held‘prisoner by, or evading

enemy forces, .

¢, Actual conduct of recovery operations would continue te be
& function of the department/sgency or Service component to
which forces engaged in specific recavery operations were mssigned.
d. Diplomatic arrangements for exchange of prisoners and
release of personnel would continue to be & function of the State
Departmen
) CINCPAC requested comments from COMUSMACY on the possible

arrangement outlined above, and submission of propesed terms of

reference {TOR) for the Center.

recognize the requirement for appropriate coordination with the

various U3 Chiefs of Mission and with the representatives of US

departments and agencles within the Mission. Further, the TOR should

also recognize Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Alr Force (CINCPACAF)

functions and responsibilities for SAR matters, &8s established by

-
-

RET P-4 Appendix F
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CINCPAC IMSTRUCTION 3130.1C of 25 June 1965 pnd the funections of
(, " the Southeast Asia SAR Center which CINCPAC directed be established

in

of

March 1966.%
3. The terms of reference, pertaining to the establlahment

& JPRC, proposed by COMUSHACY and coordinated with the 7th

A M7r Force, and the US Embassy, Saigon, were as golloua:

\‘

"a. PUAPOSE: The purpose of the JPRC 48 to éstahliah B8 cEpAa-
bility within MACV Studies and Observatlons Group (MACS0G) for
personnel recovery cperations subsequent to termination of search
and rescue (SAR) effor:is.

"b, RESPONSIBILITIES: MACS0Q will be responsible for oper—
ating the JPRC, for collating intelligence data perteining to
detalned/misslng persomnel recovery planning, and for conducting
vperatlons relzted to the recovery of US and allied personnel
detained by unfriendly forces within SEASIA.

<
4

‘ Mg, FUNCTIONS:

(R} Performs lisison and coordinstion with US end allied
Departments and Agencies to'insure maximum utilization of
available resources and to achleve minimum reaction time for
leunching recovery operatiocns,

“(5) Monitors and coordinaves operatlions with agencies
external to MAC300 during sxecution of approved plans.

"d, PORCES:

"(1) Primary forces for Tecovery operations will be those
a88lgned to MACSOG; nowever, these forces will be augmented by
MACY component forces as required for specific operations.

"{2) If US forces, in addition to those currently under
MACV contrel, are required for recovery operatieng, they will be
requested from CINCPAC, If feagible, they will be placed under
operational contrcl of MACS0O0 for the operations.

"{3) If cases arise in wnich the use of MACSOD or MACY
component forces are not advisable, the {ise oI indigenocus forces
i3 indicated, and MACV is tasked to accomplish the mission,
MACS0G would act as the coordinating authority fop HACV. Advice
and assistance will de furnisned by MACSDG as requested and

appropriate,
: ;555 E:;CFAC msg, 2700162 April 1966

Tap
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"e. RELATIONSHIPS:

(1) The JPRC will function as an element of HACSOG,
under the command and control of COMUSHACV.

P(2) Aress of operation and eppropriate coordinating
agencies are as follows:

"(g) South Vietnam: coordination affected with USEMB,
Saigon .

"(b) Laogs: Coordination affected with USEMB, Bangkok
and approved by USEMB, Vientiane and CINCPAC prior to initisation
of cperations. -

f({a) North Vietnam and Cambodia: Coordination with

USEMB, Bangkok or USEMB, Saigen and approved by CINCPAC prier to
initlation eof operations.

ment,"#*

In providing CINCPAC with the above proposed TOR, COMUSHMACY noted

that as of 15 June 1966, a total of 315 personnel, predeminantly
US were either detained or miszeing. COMUSHACY further indicated
that the rising total from 22 in 1964 to 172 ih 1965 and to the
mid-June 1966 figure of 315 peqkonnel 1llustrated the rapid

increase res

s

ting from expanded US and allied opsrations.

) In Beptember 1965, the Joint Chiefs of Staff approved

following terms of reference as proposed by CINCPAC and

concurred in by the American Embassies in Bangkok, Vientiane and

Saigon:®e

TQ

n. ..Terms of Reference

"a. PURPOSE: The purpose of the JPRC 1s to eatablish a capa-
bllity within COMUSMACV for personnel recovery opersations
subsequent to termination of sesrch and rescue (SAR) effort.
COMUSMACY i= designated the coordinating autharity for post-3SAR
recovery matters in South Vietnam, North Vlietnem, Lsos,
Cambodia and Thailand.

"b. FUNCTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY: COMUSMACY will be responsible
for operation of the JPRC, which will perform the following
Tunctions:

sg, 0212352 July 1966

/)
JC5 Msg, 0123082 Sept 1966

ECRET P-6 Appendix F
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n(5) Coordinate and estahblish lisisan with US and allied
departments and agenoles to insure maximum utillzation or
avallazble resources and to gchieve minimur reaction time for
launching recovery operations, .

"(§) Monitor and coordinate operations with egencies
external to COMUSMACY during executlon of approved plans.

e, FORCES: Primary forces for recovery operations will be
thoae assigned to COMUSMACV.

"(1) If US forces 1in addition to those currently under
COMUSMACY operational control are required for recdvery apera-
tions, supporting forces will be requested rrom CINCPAC,

CINCPAC will speeify command and control arrangements at the time
arrangements at the time supporting forces are designated.

"(2) In csses whare indigenous forces are utilized,
COMUSMACY wlll act az the coordinating authority and provide
advice and assistance as requested and appropriate,

"dq, COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS:

"(1) The JPRC will functlion as an element under the command
and aperatlonal control of COMUSMACY.

"(2) Arens of cperatien and appropriate coordinating
agencles are as follows:

"(a) South Vietnam: Recovery operations will be
coordinated with the American Embassy, Saigon pricr to
initietion,

"(b) Laos: Recovery operatlons willl be coordinated
with the American Embamzsy, Salgon and American Emhagsy,
Vientlane and approved by CINCPAC prior to initietion.

"(c) Thailand: Recovery operations entering Thail
airspace, staging from or through Thailand, or utilizing
Thalland based forces will be coordinated with the American
Embassy, Bangkok prier to initiation. -

"(d) North Vietnam and Cambodim: Recovery gperations
vwill be coordinated with the American Embassy Saigon and approved
by CINHCPAC prior to initilation. Ccordination with Ameriecan
Embassy Vientiane will be effected when overflight of Laos
if involved.

"(e) Communist China: Mot envisioned at this time.h

CINCPAC, in providing authority and gufdance to COMUSMACY in estab-

] I'F\JJ l‘iﬂ lg lg ’g lﬂ l'é’: !:’n }:‘- )5 ]::; II-M-' 1'3 ': ]5 Is l: IE ': ’t; l}r:; ln-'--: "5' 1o oo v v ftr la fur (s e

lishing the JPRC, requested thelr plans for early activation of
.he center in accordance wlth the, gbove TOR.*
C Msg, 1802327 Sept 1966

F=1 § Appendix F
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TOP SEYCRET
zé/Laﬁﬁ/;;Rc ACTIVATION .

%;/I&fﬁféke JPRC was established on a temporary basis within
MACSOA ,by COMUSMACV on 29 August 1566, and offielally activated

on 17 September 1966 upan receipt of the authority message froo
CINCPAC, on temporaxy additional
duty from the 13th Air Force, initially served as Chlef, JPRC.
Upon activation, the following personnel were assign;d to the

-

Grade Title
06
al
04 epations & Plans Officer
55 e e
E5 erk-1ypls ’
E3 Clerk-Typist
2. ) Early in September 1966, the JPRC effected coordinaticn
and ‘established a communications 1ink with the Jolnt Search and
Rescue Center (JSARC) and the 7th\A1r Force for the purpoae-or
having these activities forward to the JPRC all pertinent data
on downed alrerewmen and results of SAR efforts. This data would
Jhen be ecleogely monitored by the JPRC to determine if and when
MACSOG or other assets could be utlilized Iin recovery operations.
3. COMUSMACY determined, that ,as & separate staff element
of MACSOG, the JPRC would be responsible

to insure complete utilization of all CINCPAC resources and capa-

bilities, Any initial conceptucl planning would be the responsi-
billity of the JPRC, and when MACSOG resources were utilized in
recovery operations, the cperational plannins-anh execution would

be the responsibility of the HACSDG Starr Further, cperational
control and execution would be performed in t;é aame manner as other
MACS0OG operations. When other than MACSOf resources were used to

effect recovery, operational control would be as prescribed by the

TOR.

JP _SEURET F-§ Appendix ¥
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¥ COMUSHMACY msg to CINCPAC and other addressees, COMUSMACY
2102262 September 1966
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PART IIX. JPRC HISTORY - 1966

A JPRC_ACTIVATION

1. ¢ On 22 September 19648, COMUSMACY sent & message of
notfrication of gecrivation of the JPRC to military and State
Department agencies operating within the CINCPAC area of
_responsibility. The moseage stated that the purpose of tpe JPRC
Was to establish a capability within MACV for personnel recavery
operations subsequent to termination of SAR effort. Further, it
would also serve as the coordination authority and focal point for
all post-SAR recovery matters in South Vietnam, 3North Vietnam, Laca,
Cambodia and Thallend, COMUSMACV listed the following functlons that

the JPRC would perform:

A ————————

d. Prepare basic coperational procedures and plans for the
recovery or msgsistance of detained US or allied personnel.

e. Coordlnate and establish liaison with US and Allied depart-
ments and agencles to insure maximum utilizaticn of avaeilable
resources, and to achieve minimum reaction time for launching
recovery cperations.

. Monitor and coardinate operations with agéncies external
to MACV guring execution of approved plans.
i;’her’EaHUSMACV requested all message addressees to forwarag To

Headquarters, MACV, JPRC by the most expeditious methoa, and on &
~ontinuilng basis, all data pertaining to missing or detained

-rsonnel in Southeast Asia.®

-

-J:/LTETrCOHUSMACﬁ-Msa, 2200387 <ent 1966
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g;,xaﬂﬁfzg;usuncv alsg advised the major military commands i

(- “mder MACV of the activation of the JPRG, end indicsted that the 2
\ Jgiciname BRIGHT LIGHT had been assigned for JPRC messages. 3
For the JPRC to accomplish its purpose, COMUSMACV requested L]

the following dsta be passed to the JPRC by the most expeditious 5

r means ., 6
) a. Information concerning missing and/or naptu%ad parsonnel, 7

b. Alleged or confirmed locations of prisoner of war (POW) 8

' camps or holding areas, 9
c. Information which would Indicate the policles of any 10

of the hostlle forees toward the handling of Allled priscners. 11
Subordinate commands were alsc apprised of means by whigh they could 12
copmunicate direectly with the center, and COMUSMACV directed that 13

no element of the command would initiate operations designed solely 14

or primarily for the release of eaptured personnel without coordinaticnls

and apprpval of the JPRC,.* A ] 16

¥, ] COMUSTIAGV Msm, 0612262 Oct 1966

— —— -
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sg, 0111387 Mov 1966
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é;,LESS/;;; above E and E procedures Ior sirorews were approved

for implementation effective on 1 October 1966, and CINCPAC xe-
quested COMUSHACV, CINCPACAF, and CINCPACFLT toke expeditioua

action to inform girerews of the procedures.?

’

r

f ﬁs CINCPAC Msg, 2803152 Sapt 1966
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Doendix v tc Annex M, 1966 MACYV Command History dated
.;: 5 May 1967
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F. } POLITICAL RESTRICTIONS ON HRECOVERY OFERATIONS -
("' 1, ;%E; A problem area vas noted by COMUSMACV, in November 1966,
+
relative to the amount of coordination required when cenducting cross-

border reccovery operations. An example was given of an operation
which invelved an mirman downed in Laos which required recovery teanms
to be staged through an Air Base located in Thalland, It was felt

(111 = 1 ny

™m

that the time Tequired to effect coordination with tHe Amerioan
Embassies in Saigon, Vientigne, end Dengkok, and alao.ﬂINcPic in order :
to launech & cross-~border recovery sericusly limited the the cépahili:: H
of the JPRC to respond promptly. It was further noted that the blankez 23
authority granted by CINCPACto conduct operations for evading or by
escaped mirmen in NVN without prior CINCPAC approvel would help 12
aituation.* 1

alleviate ¢
) The following specifis recovery operation is sited to
strate the impediments tc immediate reaction and raestrictions in

the use of MACV recovery assets ogcasioned by the aystem of coordingtiss

required.

*

"z, On 23 September 1946, the JPRC wes advised that a beeper
signal was heard in the Lactian panhandle area. Although voice
contact could not be esteblished, 1nstructions to turn off the
beeper were promptly complied with on two occasions. The logatizx

of the slgnal correlated most closaly
_.9 with a who went dovwn in this gensw-al

vicinity on 12 September. On September, the JPRC requested <a
ares be visually searched by low level, praop driven aireralt.
That night a strobe light was reported in the vieinity of the
previously reported beeper signal.

"b. The American Embassy, Laos, was querled on 2§ Sep
concerning )

zed to conduct the recovery operation.

Wéconusm‘cv Msg, 0111382 Nov 1966

TOP -CRET F-18 B Annendiy P
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: FE'§§ ;&AEKGG Supnlemental Data Sheet, Subj: Pollitical Restricticnz
on Military Cross-Border Operations, dated 8 October 1966

TOP

nd. t aeagive delay theF]ama.‘:_
ngndizt:gw pointed qug %heae sfknesaes in sne
planning and oonduct of the operation: . .

%(1) A1l the team nembhers Alao, the ssar:
team mgde contact with local villngers,

concerning the downed alrmen,
for tWo reasons: .

"(a) It alerted the local populace t0 the possibilisy
that a US airman might be down in the area.

h
and gussticned Thso
This neema particulamly =nilse

*(b) Ifmnere cbaerving the team fygm =2ain-
this sct could only reinforce any idea he might have has.

&

that rlendly forcea. It 1a entirels massid
that ght have seen the search teé.r'.::: de

successfully evaded 1t in the bellef that it was ez=posed

of unfriendly forces.
X

"(2) The search tean comitted by the J-\merican Enbassy, 203

was not speeifically trained in search/recovery operstiz=zs,
The team MACV had in standby status had been specifinsl’ls

trained to perform this function. The upshot was that 2 Ts

%(3) Wnile the loyalty of the scapanh team used in this E;E:-l-‘:ion
-2

is not being questicned, it meems unlikely that 1t coull
as highly motivated as 3 team led by elite US personne’ ssasczhing

for a fellow countryman,

-
-

n(4) Pinally, the American Embaasy, Laos, taok cognizz=ze =

the fact that the pilot might be hiding and refusing to expcae

himself until he saw an occidental face. On 1 Qetober,

COMUSMACY received a mesgage from the Embasay suggeating that
a team led by US personnel be dispstched for & final saz=za,

In light of the amount of time which hed elspaed since a::i'

signal had been received, plus the search activities ~nish

'l-‘d' *

!

been conducted in the area, COMUSMACY felt it was higsly o=
likely that the alrman would atill be in this vicinigy =2=I she

tean was not dispatched,

Re. It may never be known conclus'ivel-y whether [—7::
indeed any US airman, waa 1n fact down at this location. =7 zze

oken 41t wi{ll never he kn or ngt the MACT wo.
covery Nzwaver,
1t seagia apparen Tne oes ces avallable =l wrad
=

same t

in this operation. This is difficult to countenance whers
of Ameprican airman might be at atake."®

CRAET . FE=19 Appendix ¥
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a. { OPERATIONS , 1066 .
7 1, ) Upon activation in September 1966, the JPRC

inmediately commenced recovery operations. Generally speaking,
these operations took one of two forms. One was the raid-type
operation against known or suepected enemy priscner af war (POW)
campsa. The other type of operation conducted by the center
involved the search of an area where persconnel who w%re evading,
* or who had escapead, were kmown or atropgly suspected to be
hiding.*%
2.

} In Ootober 1986, JCS stated a need for currsnt ang

1y EAE"&nd PW information. ~ CINGPAC, in turn, renuegted that
COMUSMACY prepare a weeklv message BRIGHT LIGHT report to aover
activities to that date.®™ For the purposes cf‘ruture-anéiisia, a
thronology of recovery operations and other rel&ted.incidents re=
ported by the JFRC during 1966 follows. The information provided
is taken directly from the weekly MACY BRIGHT LIQHT message reports

- . - - e

which were prepared by the JPRC, -
a. Operatigga£‘17 September-31 Optobér 196644

(1)_F1rst Recovery Dperation "

(a) On 24 September, SAR notified the JPRC that US planes
had heard and fixed a beeper at-__l on the morning of
23 September. They advised that the area had besen searched
with negative results and that they were suspending their
efforta. JPRC, efter evaluation and ccllation of all avail-
able data on gircrew members down in the vicinity, determined
beeper transmission could have been F-105 pilot, USAF

at a point approximately 45 nm north of reported beeper rix.

f I?ﬁi Appendix ¥V to Annex M, "1966 MACY Command History,"
/::/iég%dfﬁpﬂay 1967 -

-

COMUSHMACY Msg, 01113BZ Nov 1966 . ... -
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{2) JPRC requested that a low-level visual rscormaissance
be flown the night of 24 September. The misslon was flown
and a strobe observed for approximat;ly four to five seconds.

(3) A BRIGHT LIGHT team was ilmmediately Blerted and
approval to launch the team requested from CINCPAC, AMEMB
Vientiane and AMEMB Bangkok, &8s it was planned that the
team would be launched from Nahkon Phanom. Approval wat
received from CINCPAC and AMEMP Bangkok, but AMEMB
Vientiane denled approval to lsunch team stating that they
had resources capable of performing operation.

(B} AMEMB Vientiane launched search team on 26 September.
Search continued until 3 October with negative resulte.
Operation terminated as of this date.

b. Second Recovery Operation
(1) On 29 September, an F=4C was reported downed at

- One pilat was recovered by SAR and the other
pllot's parachube was in sight, but the pilot had not been
recovered. On 30 September, SAR notifled the JPRC and
requested assistance.

. (2) After securing necessary approval, a BRIGHT LIGHT
team waa launched. The body or_
-]Has recovered at approximately 011635H Oztober 1965.
The body was recovered at-, which 18 in NVN rsther

than at-laa reported, which iz in Leos.

(3) Pilot's death apparently caused by fall of approxi—
mately 100 feet when he releassd himself from parachute
harness during the night of 29 September. |
c. Operation CANASTA 572

(1) At 2201492 October 1956, B Navy A 1 ;;ll sign,

CANASTA 572 was downed in the vicinity nf-]

Voice contaect was made with the pilot and his exact loca-

tion determined, but rescue efforts on 13 and 1l October
were not successful due to the fact that some enemy were
in the area, and to inability to get sling to pliot
through heavy follage. JPRC waas called for assistance

on 1U Cctaber,

4n +haoa sanaa e Mo dmnbtdVdAes A .2 _Ma 4. .=

p

"



TOP 3

(2) A BRIGHT LIGHT team was readied and launched that
evening. 1% arrived on the carrier, INTREPID, at approxi-~
mately midnight and was prepared to launch 4t firat light,

15 Octaber. Weather on 15 October was suen that it waes not

1
2
3
4
feasible to launch the operation. 5
{3) The team was helo~lifted to the area of the downed 6

airman and landed at a point approximately B00 meters from 7

- his last known location at 160930H Oct. Plan was to g¥eep 8
toward pilot in sxirmish formation. At & point appreximately 9

100 meters from target, team encountersd & large trail under 10
Jungle canopy. Thie trail Was teken under Burvelllence. 11

After approximately 15 minutes, an NVN uniformed ?atrol. 12
obviously engaged in mearch, approacned the teesm to within 13

10 meters and the team leader thought they had been detected. 24

The patrol was engaged and all four members were killed. As 15

team was compromised, tesm Jeader requested exfiltration. 16

(4) During exfiltration, one helicopter was hit by ground 17
fire and &ventually lost, Three team members {one US, two 1%
VH) ,were wounded when the hellicopter was hit. Wounds were 19
nat serious. . . 20

(5) Electronie and visual search of the area was con- 21
tinued for several days with negative results. 22
d. Operation CRIMSON TIDE . 23

(1) On 30 August 1966, a 17 yesr old VC rallied to 3"
Chieu Hol. Interrogation reveasled that on 25 August 1966, 25
he had observed an American Negro prisoner being held by 26
the V¢. He gave a detalled descriptioﬂ-cf the loesation of 27
the prison site. Aerlel photography of the arvea was 28
requested and flown, but yielded nothing conclusive. The 23

ralller was reinterrogated on 28-29 September, and based on 30

infermation acquired in this interrogation, low-level EL

photography was requested. AF combat cameraman, using 32

hand-held camera from 0O-1 alreraft, obtained excellent 33

photographs. On 9 Dctober 1966, the photos were flown to 34
TO ECRET T Aa
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Ccan Tho and shown to the ralller, who positively identified
the prison area. The rallier ggreed to & polygraph test,
which was administered on 11 October. Hesults of the test
indicated rallier probably was telling the truth. Final
arrangements wers made with the Senior Corps Advisor to
conduct a raild. ,

{2) On 18 October, a company-sized recovervirbrce was

hellborne to the prison site. Contact with the V¢ was made,

W o 2 e U om W N

but no US personnel were recovered. Interrogation of twe

[
o

V¢ seized gduring the raid produced no lnformation concerning
US prisonevys, ! 11
(3) Inacmuch &5 scurce accompanied the raiding.force and 12

aceurately pointed out fortifications and areas where booby i3

traps wWere located, it appears he was telling the truth. 14
e. Operation SWITCH-I . A 15

(1) On 12 October, JPRC rececived a spot report to the 16
effect th;? a8 Vietnamese woman had escaped from a VC prison 17
camp at aﬁproximately 112300H Ocsober. She reported that 18
this camp contained eight Americens and 22 ARVN prisoners. 19
On 13 OGctober, JPRC received TALK QUICK regquest from G-2, 20
I FFORCEY, requesting authority to launch a recovery opera-~ 21
tion utilizing a Special Forces B team and elements of the 22
lat Cavalry Division. Authority was granted and a member 23
of the JPRC was sent to Phu Cat to monitor the operation, 24

(2) Upon arriving st Phu Cat, JPRC representative found 25

that information which 1st Cavalry Division had concerning 26

camp was considerably different than that originally 27
recelved by JPRC. Deputy Division Commander. also said that 28
JPRC~trained foreces should be used for the eperation rather a9

than 1lst Cavalry forces. 30

(3) JPRC 15 of the opinlon that information presently 31
available is far too incomplete and contradictory to justify 32

. recovery operation. J-2 assistance in obtaining additional 33

information was requested. Information obtained indicates 34
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that prisoners are not now at reported_lcca:ion. ir indeed,
they ever were. It seems highly doubtful that this opera-
tion will materialize. )

f. Operation SWAP

(1) On 13 October 1868, G-2 III MAP advised that a
Catholics priest near Hue had been contacted by the VC
regarding possibility of exchenging two Amerdcan prisoners
held by yhem for a VO Captain and a VC Lieutenant. JPRC
contacted AMEMB Saigon, and it was declded that it would
be desirable to secure VC afficers for the exchange from
prisoners recently c¢aptured by US forces end not yet turned
over to ARVN control. G-2 at I FFORCEV was contacted and
asked to screen prisoners from Operation IRVING r;r
possible VC officers who could be used in the exchange.
They indicated shortly thereafter that two such prosoners
had been located, and (-2 éII MAP was instructed to proceed
with negotiations.

{2) When JPRC received detalls on priscners selected by
I FFORCEY, they were found not to be suitable, After con-
sulting the AMEMB Saigon and MACV PM, 1t was declded to
task J=2 with providing sppropriate Fnemy prisoners. They
currently are trying %o locate same.

(3) The priest has been contacted and indicates he has
been in contact with the YO, who have elarified their
terms for the exchange. The priest says he would like to
have the negotiations bandled by the ICRC wa word of hise
partlcipation has leaked and he feels ﬁla'lire might be
in danger, AMEMB Saig?n was contacted and advised that
ICRC participation was not posa;ble. 5;15 ;ord has been
passed to the rleld. JPRC has advised intelligence
officers in the field to try to keep the negotiastions open

until sultable prisoners for an exchange c¢an be located.

has arranged a meeting with the priest
for 31 Octover. Future of this operation is very mueh 1n
douhbt .
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E. Operation RIP TIDE s

(1) On 16 September, = Vietnanca% source Teportsd that
he knew the location of three American being held prisoner
on & sampen Just inside the Cambodian border. The squad
leader who 13 in charge of the prison guard is the source's
brother-in-law according to the socurce and ia interested in
defecting. Source stated he was willing to go’back to
prison boat and bring cut further proof of the faect éhat
Americana sre being held there.

{2) On 17 September, representative of JPRC met with
source, and gave source a letter to take to prisoners snd
a small camera with which to take prisoners! pictyrea.
Source departed for prison hoat that day. During period
following source's departure from ?aisan. the-area in which
the priscon bost purportedlq is located was heavily rloodad
making travel in that region extremely difficult, )

{3) Aerial photography of the area deseribed by soure-
was requegted and has been flown. A boat whlch answers
descripticn provided by source haa been located on photo-
graphs approximately one kilometer inside the Cambodian
border.

{4) On 12 October, source alleges he received camera
containing pilctures of prisoners as well as letters from
prisoners from his brother-in-law, the VC squad leader in
charge of tne prison guard. Source further &lleges that
as he was departing the area where these iltems were passed
to him, he was challenged by two VO who had followed him.
They threw a grenade 19 his boat, whic@_sani along with
camera and letters, according to source. Source was
wounded in leg, but managed to escape and ultimately was

nhospitalized at Can Tho.
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—shortly after being discharged from the

nospital. He provided all information at his disposal

.
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concerning prison camp, but stated he did not feel he should

attempt contact with his brother-in-law again. He stated,

however, that perhaps contact could be established with the

V¢ aguad leader through his, the scurces, mobher-in-las.

He ;tated VC squad leader was still interested in defecting,
{6) Another letter to the prisoners has been prepared.

At the present time, an sttempt is being made 4o place this

letter in the hands of scurce's mother-in-law,.

h. Operation FIRST LETTER
{1} On 26 October, JPRC was notified by CB III MAF that

aerlal photo taken on 25 O¢tober revealed &an extended para-

chute with the—]naarby. Camparative photography

taken 13 October, r;vealed no evidence qof either parachute
or letter. Position of asighting was approximately one
kllometer north of the DMZ. ‘

(2) A BRIGHT LIOHT team;was alerted and SAR was asked
to perform visual reconnaissance of the area, Two SAR A-1s,
acoompanied by one BRIGHT LIGHT team member, performed
visual reconnaissance for .two hours. Negative sightings
were made: end the mission terminated when one of the air-
ceraft recelved 15 hits from automat{c weapons fire in the
aearch area.

(3) Further efforts have been suspended pending additional
indications that airmen might be evading in the area. At
pregsent time, this l1s consldered unllkely. l
1. Operation SHARK

(1) At approximately 1B10H, 27 October, an F-105 went

down in the — A forward air controller

working in the area in econjunction with a SHINING BRASS

operation established voicecontact with the downed airman:
(2) A radlo message was sent to Dak To requesting heli-
copter be sent for a recovery operation, Two U§-1B gun-
shlps and one armed helicopter were dispatched,
(3} The pilot was,located when he fired three pen gun
flares. Utilizing his landing ‘ght, the unarmed UH-1B

1
picked the pllot up at approximately 1900 hours.

flares. Utilizing his landing ‘ght, the unarmed UH~1B

W oo =1 &N e W
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(%) The helos returned and landed at Dak To. The
recovered pilot was then flown to Pleiku in an 0-1E
eireraft.

(5) No contact with enemy forces Was made during the
recovery operation. The operation wee carried out in
ceordinailon with the SAR mission commander in the

)
Crown &irerafrt.

Recovery Operationg, 1-9 Nov 1966% oo

8. Operation SWITCH-I. Further efforts have been suspended

pending receipt of additlonal information concerning poesdble

loecation of US prisoners.
b. Operation SWAP

(1) On 31 October 1966, the Catholic priest was inter-
viewed. He wyas advised that his efforts uere.appreeiated
and he would be given names of VC prisoners as goon aE they
could be obtained. The priest stated he will continue to
try and do his hest to obtain the release of the Americans.

{2) It\appears the channel for a possible exchange
remains open; however, it is doubtful that FProvince
Officials have autharity to exchange prisoners. The J=2
1a having difficulty lecating suitable VC prisonsrs.

c. Operation RIP TIDE. A Vietnamese source departed

Saigon in an attempt to glve another letter to the mother-in-
law (ML) of the VC squad leader. Source reports ML is afraid
to carry the letter to the wife of the VC, whoe lives in
Cambodla. Efforts now being made to have wife travel to SVN
to obtain letter and give it to her husband,.the VC squad
leader. It 1s not yet kngwn if the wife will agree to give
her husband the letter.

d. Operation FIRST LETTER. No additional evidence has been
recelved to indicate that airmen may be evading in the area.
This operation was terminated.

€. Operation CANASTA S72. Operation CANASTA was terminated.

f:??ﬁfzg%ﬁUEhAcv Msg, 1011522 Nov 66
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f. Fourth Recovery Operation. On 8 November, an observation

alrcraft was downed by hostile fire in SVN. Obaerver was
recovered by SAR. He reported PAC was dead. 0On § Rovembher,
7th Air Force requested an attempt be made to recover the body.
On that date, body was recovered by & SRINING BRASS recovery
team. -,

g. Operation DOUBLE TALK. Interrogaticn of & ;allier on
1 Rovember indicated nothing of JPRC interest; however,
reinterrogation on 7 November indicated alleged ocurrent loca-
tion of several U3 prisoners. Observation flight on 9 Novenber
did pot confirm the suspected area. Attempt wili again be nade
on 10 November to loecate the area. 1If this observation confirms
the rallier's dava, JPRC will assume planning an§ cocrdination

aetion soonest,

5. { ) Recovery Operations, 10-13 NHov 19668 -
a. Operation SNAP -

(1) On 10 November 1866, the Hue —
— submitted the names of two VC

Priscner:s as posaible candidates for the prisoner exchanse
belng negotiated by the Catholic priest. Review of back-
ground of these prisoners indicates they meet qualifications
as laild down by VC who have been in contact with priest.

(2) VC prisoners currently being held by lst ARYN
Division who have agreed to hold them only until 17 Novezber.
{3] JPRC advised Hu.e—to contact Cetholle
priest soonest and provide him names and Qackground of VC

prisoners.

(4) Deputy Senior Advisor, I Corps was lpstructed ta
contact lst ARVN Division and attempt to make arrangements
for them to retain prlsoners beyond 17 November date, 1if
axchange negotiations continue beyand that date.

b. Operatiopn RIP TIDE. No new developments singe last

report.

COMUSMACY Mao, 1509292 Nov 66
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c¢. Operation DQUELE TALK

(1) Rallier was reinterviewed on 12 November. 4 trained
photo interpreter was on hand to assist in pinpointing loca-~
tion of POV camps from aerial photos. Although results not
entirely conclusive, enough positive ldentification of land
marks obtained to look promia}ng.

(2) On 14 Movember, a request was made to 7£h Air Force
far both low-level aeriel photography with a hand held
camers and medium-level strip photography of suspected POV
camp area. Both of theae misalons have been fragged and
will he flown at Soon as weather perult?. )

(3) Arrangements have been made to have rallier undergo
polygraph examination.
d. Operation LATE NIGHT

(1) On 10 November, JPRC notified by lat Bde 10lst Abn
Div that three former VC prisoners had been regovered at

(2) Interrogstion of one former tdetalnee discloped that
ne had been held prisoner at a camp located two to Bsix
kilometers southwest of the point where he was taken inte
custody by US troops. He stated that the camp contained
115 te 180 prisoners and wae guarded by 10 to 30 V&. He
volunteered to lead US forces to the camp.

(3) 1st Bde requested permission %o exploit this informa-
tion and permission was granted verbally by TALK QUICK on
10 November and by message on 11 Novembgr.l Additionally,
JPRC provided information on &ll holdings concerning prison
canps in that vioinity. . e - )

(4} In view of large number af prisoners allegedly being
held in this camp, it is thought highly unllkely that
American PQWs being detained there. If evidence of US
prisoners develops, however, have requested that JPRC be
notified soonest 1n crder that representative may be sent

to observe gperation.
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{5) No further word received from lst Bde singe
( N permissglon to explolt information granted.
Recovery Operations, 14—20 Nov 1966*

a. Operation SWAP

{1) This operaticn received g major sstback when the

. two VC pﬁl:oners selected as candidates for the exchanga.
escaped from lat ARVN Division custody on the ﬁight n?
- 13 November.
s (2} Measagea were immediately dispatched to the G-2's
) of I FFPORCEY and the III HAF to be on the alert for VC
captives in their areas of operation who might be suitable
subjects for the proposed prisoner axchﬁnge. Thege ve
Prisoners, when agnd if located and identlified, gre to
remain in US costody throughout the period of negotiations,

b. Operation RIP TIDE. HNo new developments since last

report. A status repoert from the person who acts as lnter-
medlary between JPRC and the VC squad leader's wife is expected

A )
BOQOI.

¢. Operation DOUBLE TALK

{1) The rallier reperting the prison camp information
underwent a polygraph examination an 16 Movember. Poly-
graph results show no deception indicated,

{2) The aerlal photography of the suspected prison cemp
erea which was requested on 14 November was not flown
during the reparting perlod due to persistent had weather
in that area. The photo missions have been fragged, hawever,
and will be flown &t the first opportunity.,

d. Operation LATE NIGHT

— -

(1) On 15 November, the lst Bde, 10lst Abn Division
informed the JPRC that thelr forces had overrun a slzeable
geserted VO prison camp in the vicinity of-] The
prison camp had been very hastily abandoned as evidenced by
the fact that weapons, foodstuffs and medical supplies were
lelt behind by the Deelng VC. Vs

¥ Hessage, COMUSMACV to CINCPAC, COMUSMACY 2302012 Nov 66/(5')

TOP_SECRET P~3n
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(2) llth;ugh thisz prison camp ia 1ugated in the aame
general vicinity as the camp reporte? by the recently
liberated VC detainee, it is not at the precise location
he provided end there 1s some doubt aa to whether thias
1z the camp he deseribed.

(3) A measage has been dispatched to CO of the lst Bde,
20lat Abn Division requesting that they advise’JFRC 12

- they feoel this is ecamp desoribed by former Vc_detnine;. or

W oo~ oV Ex W N

if they intend £o continue thelr efforts to lagate thip

[
o

camp.

B

e, Operation COMMANDO 01 .
(1) On 16 November, an AF AI0 of the lith ACW, eall

sign COMMANDO 01, went down at- 13 &

-
n

Three perscns were aboard the aireraft and al) exited the, b U
aircraft successfully, ’ L 25
(2) SAR efforts were mi::a:.ated {mmediately, and the 16
pllot and co-pilot were recovered. The crew chief, who 17
18

was the first man to leave the disabled aireraft, was not
found. The pilot stated that he had definitely szeen the 19

crew chief with a good chuts,

(3) JPRC was notified of above developments by JSARC. 21
Since crash/bailout area was very cl;ae to a 22
23

24

appraised of the situation, and
asked to provide search recovery forces if deemed feasible. 25

(X) At 161710 Nov, — contacted

JPRC and advised that they considered & search feasible and 31

wWere pré-positioning forces for Anfiltration Anto the area 32

on 17 November. 33

TOP SECRET F-31 Appendix F
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(5) At sunsat on 16 Novembe;, an Air American Dornier
i made a loudspeaker flight over the area advising the downed
girmen to build a fire for recognition purposes as 8 night
low-ievel recce would be flown that evening and that
indigenocus recovery forces would be searching the area
beginning the following day. An A-26 sircraft performed the
’ low~level recoe st 162010H with negative resulés. .

{6} On 17 November, a recovery team of 40 personnel uéa
Anfliltrated into the Area utilizing HH-3C hellcopters of
the 20th ACS and search operations began.

(7) On 18 November, the search forece was aﬁgmented to &
Lotal strength of 150 personnel, Search operations con-
tinued throughout the remainder aof the report%ng periad with

negative results. .
i;(igs?/ﬁ;coveryQperationu, 21-27 Nov 1965% }

a. Operation SWAP. Ro new.develcpments since last repert.

b. Qgerat{Pn RIP TIDE. No change

¢, Operation DOUBLE TALK. Bad weather continues to hamper

picture taking efforts. A photographer is standing by and
pilctures will be taken first copportunity
d. Operation LATE NIGHT
(1) On 16 November, the last Bde, 10lst Abn Division

discovered an abandoned POW camp at-] There were

two Blek pegple left st the site. They indicated that

other prisoners had been evacuated west en 15 November.

(2) This terminates Operation LATE NIGHT.

e. Operation COMMANDO 01

{1) Operation was terminated 241800H Nov.
(2) The main body of troops which searched area where

-]Parachute was belleved to have fallen found no

sign orﬁor his parachute. Villages in the area were

abandcned. The villagers found claimed to have no knowledge

af
TQAE CRET F=32 Appendix F
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(3) It ia felt th&t_uu either kKilled or
eaptured within 24 hours sfter bailout. The early dis-
chute indicates enemy presence.
The ared wh g balieved to have fallen 1sa
heavy jungle whers retrieving a chute would require sn

appearsnoe of

effort beyond the capability of eope man. ,
(4) During the eight-day period. 161105H Hov to .
241800H Nov, a tatel of

flovn.

(5) Refugees, ralliers, prisoners and visitors.from
the Ban Fhone are& will be monitored in an &ttempt to

gaip information on-

Recovery Operations, 28 Nov-l Dec 19668

a. Operstion SWAP. No chenge.

D. Operation RIP TIDE. Ro change.
c. Operaticn DOUBLE TALK. Poor weather continues to

hamper photo efforts.

d. Operation LIGHTNING. On 3 December, 25th Inf Div

requested authority to conduct a search and destroy mission

on & VC element which may have one captured U3 sqldler.

Authority was granted.

e. Operation SCRAMBLE .

(1) A Delta Team, recon unit of 5th SF Qp, of two US

and four indigenous,

During an

’

attenpted helo exfiltration, h five crewmembers
was shot down. Last cantact wlth team was 021040 Dec.

(2) Concurrence to launth a personnel recovery operation

— Bad weather prevented visual recce of recovery

area.

; CV Msg, 0700342 Dec 66
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(3) A Tecovery team i3 on alert end-will be launched,

ir femsible, when weather permits.
f. eraticn ROWBOAT
{1) On 3 December, two strobe light sightings were

observed a-and-] Visugl daylight recce

on 4 December produced nagative resulis. ,

(2) In anticipation of deploying a recnvery' team in &
rescue effort, permisaicon was obtained to move the team to
Nahkon Phanom and deploy through Lima Site 36 after asddi-
tional information 1s learned. No conbact was estmblished
on # December. .

g. Operation ALPHA OMEGA. A spot report was received which

initlally appeared to have scome validity concerning locatlon
af a captured US saldier heing detained by the VC. After n
complete debriefing of the source on § December, it was deter-
mined he had only observed the' American when the VC were
passing throﬁgh the source's village. Source was unable to
furnish addiéional information concerning the prisconer's

current loc

Recovery Operationa, S-11 Dec 19664

a. Operatlon SWAP. No Change.

b. Operation RIP TIDE, HNo change.

c. Operation DOUBLE TALX. Photogrephy was obtained

11 December. Currently being read out.
d. Operation LIGHTHING. 25th Inf Div launched an air-

mobile attack in the vicinity where an allggeg US prisoner

was being detained. There was no evidence ta indicate any

prisoners had been in the -Brea although limited contact wa;
made with the enemy. Operation has terminated.

e. Operation SCRAMELE

(1) On 5 December, two indigencus Delta Team members

were observed on the ground and picked up by hele. They

reported having last seen the two US, vicinit-l

on 2 December, Also, that onz indigenous was KIA and

other pelleved captured.
L V% 661 ;.: TACY Mag. 1h02007 Dec 66 ———
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18.

{2) On 9‘December, a2 recovery teanm infiltrated into area
by helo with additionel forees on 10 December. They found
the remaing of five persons who were downed 1n the helo
which was attempting to exfiltrate the Delta Team, 2 Dec.
The bodies had been burned, mutilated and heavily booby
trapped.

{3) On 10 and 11 December, the recovery f&rées wera
exfiltrated by helo. . )

. Operation ROWBOAT. FPersonnel recovery team was deployed
to Nahkon Phenom on 5 December. After negative strohbe and day-
light visual checks, operation was terminated on'6 December,
Peraonnel recovery teanm réturned to Xentum on 8 December.

Operation.terminated.

} Recovery Operations, 12-18 Dec 19667
8. Operation SWAP. No change,

b. Operation RIP TIDE

{1) It hae been learned that the ML was afraid to cross
the berder’ after observing the activity in that sprea. A4

different approach is now being made.

(E'he contact who wasg injured in previous attempt

to return the camers and letter, will be offered & large
financial reward to assist in poseibly securing the release

of the U5 personnel.

W oo =3 en WA= W W e

0
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

23

¢. Operation DOUBLE TALK. The phetography made on 11 December 24

was of no value in pin-pointing the suspected US prisoner loca-
tlon. III MAF has been teseked to conduct ground recce to con=-
firm or deny the suspected US prisoner location.

d. Operation SCRAMBLE, On 14 December, an ARC LIGHT strike

- —

was pade orn the downed-helo. Subsequently, a Hornet Forece,
approximately 35 personnel, inflltrated into the area by helo.
Two complete hodies and partial remains of an unknown number
of others were recovered. All remains were exflltrated by the

Hornet Force on 14 December. Operatlion terminated.

‘;t:CFEf:E;;;EﬂﬁEV Mag, 2007152 Dec 66 -
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11. S) Recovery Operations, 19-25 Dese 1966% g

4 a. Operation SWAP. No change. 10
b. Operation RIP TIDE. HNo change. ’ 11

c. Operation DOUBLE TALX. IIT MAF has tasked the 38 Marine 12
Division to conduct the ground recce to confirm or deny the 13
suspected US prisoner lecation vicinity—:'m. Pro-~ 14
Jected launoh date is 26 Dec §6. Estimated duration of operationl5
15 three to five days. A . ) 16

d. Dperation COBRA TAIL 17

a (1) On:éj December, source was debrie}ed in detail 18
utilizing oblique photos. Several discrepancles were 19
eliminated from info contained in initial debrlefing. These 20

vere probably due to the language barrier difficulties. 2}

(2) On 25 December, AMEMB, Salgon concurred in a personnel 22

recovery operation 23

(3) On 25 December, source was debriered.uains vertical 24
photography flown on 24§ December, This debriefing revealed 25

the following significant factors: 26

{(a) The camp location was re-est;biished and is now 27

thought to be at a point 30 meters inside Cambodian 28
borderm . 29

(b defenses were obtained in detail. 30

(¢) A VC force of, from 200-300 is located approxi- 31

mately three kllometers Horth of the camp. 32

{d) Source sketched the layout of the camp and 33

proaches to 1t. 34

& CV Msg, 2707112 Dec 66 .
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(4) Sourée will be returned to his home on 27 December,
which was date initially agreed upon with source. Pro-
visions for re-contact have been made should this become
necessary.

i5) Opon receipt of proper authority, all available
data an the prison camp will be pas;ed to the appropriate
Army commeEnder along with the Tecommendation that a raid

- on the prison ecamp be undertaken.

W o« o W N

Recovery Operations, 26 Dec 1966 - 1 Jan 19671
a. Operation SWAP. Instructions have been prepared for
dispateh to the Catholic priest at Hue. He is beipg requested 11

* 12,

[}
[=]

to re=contact the VC and determine if captured VC from reglons 12
other than I C?Z would be acceptable in the prisoner exchange. 13

Captured VG of the desired rank have not become avallable in 14
I CTZ. 15
b. Operation RIP TIDE. No change. - 16
¢. Operatlion DOUBLE TALK. ‘A representative from JPRC wWas 17
sent to Danarig on 26 December to monitor the ground recece to 18

be conducted by III MAF. Adverse weather prevented conduct of 19
the cperatlon the entire week, and the JPRC representative 20

returned to Saigon on 31 December. The 3d Marine Division 1s 21

holding the recce force in ready status and will launch the 22
operation as soon as weather permita. 23

d. Operation COBRA TAIL. Operaticn was conducted on 2k
30 December with negative prisoner personnel recovered.l 23
Detalled final report on operation forwarded earlier in 26

COMUSMACY Msg 3011502 Dec 66 (T89" Operation has terminated. 27
e, Operation HOT SNAP. On 28-29-30 December 1966, reports 28

. -

were received from three separate sources concerning six US 23
POW's being held by an NVA Bn in the 1st Air Cavalry Division 30
area of operatlions. These prisoners bellieved to have been 31

takj:/;pen lst Cav Artillery emplacement overrun on 27 December. 3¢

‘:/LTSJ COMUSHMACY Msg, 03092027 Jan 67

TOP_SECRET F-37 \ Appendix F
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On 31 December lst Cav requested JPRC permission to conduct
personnel recovery operation based on above informetion.
Permisaion was granted snd a repressntative of JPRC was dis-~
patched to monitor coperation on same date. Operation con-
ducted on 2 January 1967 with negative persannel recovered.
Detalls of operation not available present time. 'H:lll be
included in next week's report. ‘ -

. Operatien OREEN PATCH. On 31 December JPRC received

msg from 67 Hecon Tech Sq, Yakota, Japan, stating that rezdcut
of photography from TROJAN HORSE mission flown on 25 Dacember

revealed possivle | |
very nhear designated pick-up point 1n_] Reece

pilots reported that code letter appeared to be natural
phenomenott consisting of a ditch and stones. Photo recee hes
been ordered and will be carfully studied to determine whether

letter 1is natursal e¢r man-made.‘

“+

4
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H. JPRC EVALUATION, 1966

1. ring the pericd 1-13 Hovember 1956,_

a member of the Spacial Operations Division,

Special Assistant for Counterineurgency and Speclal Activities,
Joint ‘Chiefs of Staff, made an inspection trip to Vietnam. One
of the purpeses e¢f the inspection was ‘to assess the operational
status of the JPRC. Following the trip, in a Memorandum for the
Record, he made the Tollowing cbservatlona cnneérninﬁ-the status
or the JPRC: ’

8. The JPRC was operating as a major eomponent of MACSOG,
and reporting to COMUSMACY through MACSOLG. The Center was
locatsd in MACSOG Headquarters in Saigon, and the organiza-
tional locatlon of the Center seemed to be both lgsical gnd
efficient since much —HEB derived
from MACSOQ reaodic;s, and the bulk of the opsrationsal
foroes which were being used to gaaiat in personnel recovery
were assigned to MACSOG. !

b. ThesCenter was serving as the primary focal point for

In turn, MACSOC
recomnended sction by exant MACSOG resources to COMUSMACY.

No target had been found agalnst which resources outside of
. MACSOG were required. If Buch a target developed 1n.the
future, COMUSMACV could directly assess deployed US units
with the mission, under such command &and@ contéol arrangements
88 were deemed appropriate.
e. It i3 1mperat1ve'that reaction time be held %o the
absolute minimum 1if successful recovery operations involving

egecape ar evading personnel are to be conducted. When

TOP SEGRET F-39 ’ Appendix F

g m——— =

BB REERREBRBEREBEBEIEIEIEIEIRIEIRIEE 0 © 1~ 1o 10 (s (o -

W
o

R
—



.

TOP_8ECRET

recovery operations are mere extensions of SAR efforts, it
would appear the the JPRC (COMUSHMACY) should bave the authority
to conduct recovery operations without prior approval from the
various Embassles. The reglonal approach, invelving timely
cooréﬁnation. i3 not acceptable for operations designed to

recover the evadee or escapse, ¥

ey

G

&
RRREEEEREIBELEINIEIE v i v e jwim -

Qi

= &

f %EEU éaloneI H. A. MeClean, USA, SACSA Memorandum for the.
_~Record dated 18 Nov 1966 . 5 e e, -

]
~1

(=3 =3 -
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PART IV. JPRC HISTORY - 1567

A JPRC_ORGANIZATION 1
At the end of 1967, there were five officars and five 2
enlisted men essipgned the JPRC. The addition of two officers and 3
tWo enlisted men during 1967 reflected the increased dats 4
gnllection and cperaticnal workload placed on the Center. The 5
JTD, at that time, was as followa: ) - 6
i TITLE SERVICE OHADE i 7
Chief AF 08 8

Opns & Plans A o4
AR 04 10
;i N oh 13
—> A . 04 12
pna A EB 13
Intel Analyst « A Eb . ak
Cphief Clerk N ER® 15

EVASION AND ESCAPE PROGRAM

T Appetidix V to Annex G, USMACV Command History, 19467.
i MUSHMACY Msg, 1102872 Jan 1967
" JPRC 1tr of 20 January 1967 to CO, 1lst Plt Det, Nha Trang;
subjJ: Survival Kits.

~JP CRET F-Ul Appendix ¥
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i%/SAﬂgfg;rvival School Training. Representatives of the 7th
“T“\gir Porce, Directorate of Operations Services (DOOS) coordinated

vwith the JFRC, in 1567, en a study then being conducted to

update training materlial on E3E proceduras at USAF survival achools,
As a result of this coordination, the JFRC provided

DOOS, with materiel on JPRC doectrine and techniques to be used to

/

update instrpection at survival schools,?

prendix V to Annex G, MACV 1967 Command History.
*2 () COMUSPMADV Msg, 2310102 Pay 1967.
**2 () Appendix V to Annex G, COMUSMACY 1967 Command History.
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pE} Aircrew Eriefings. Aa a continuing polley in 1967,
JPRC representatives presented 26 briefings on the JPRC misgsion,
organization and personnel recovery capabllities to fircrews and

. ELE personnel attached to the 7th Alr Force, Tth Fleet, and'arnv

aviation groups operating 1n SEASIA.*®

1. Acting on 2 proposal submitted éy the JPRC, CINCPAC in
April 1967 recommended that the Joint Chiefs of Staff approve a
Reward Meney Program for the recovery and return of missing US
personnel in Laos and NVN. It was envisloned that the Rew;rd
Money Program would supplement the current Blood Chit Program then
in effect in SEASIA. (The Blood Chit is a small'eloth chart
depicting an Amerlican flag ahd & 3tatement printed in seversl-
languages to the effect that ;nycne aaaistlnsnihe-gearer to.safety
will be rewarded,)

N
LK pendix V to Annex G, COMUSMACY 1967 Command History.
b COMUSIACY I'sg , 2110502 Feb 1967.
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2, ( Esaentially, the Reward Program offered ipmsdiste
“monefary rewards to any person in Laos or NVN who, in any wey,
helpad US airmen or other missing personnel. This help srould
range from actually returning US sirmen to friendly control, %o
providing infarmation or ather evidence which would reveal the
status or dispoyxition of US missing perscna. The am?unt of
;oney to be offersd would be determined by the JPRC hfter

'reviewing the facts concerning each recovery but would be limited
to a maximum of 32,000 to be paid to Lactlans and a maximum cof
$5,000 to be paid to Vietnamese, Proposed reward scalss for Lacs/
NVN were: . ’

A. $2,000/5,000 for returning a US missing person.to friendly

control.

Ww M -3 oW oW N

i
11
12
13

b. $250/$500 for providing information leading to the recovery 1A

of missing US personnel by friendly forces. .

c. $200/%800 for returning a decessed US missing person to
friendly conq?ol.

d. $160/$é50 for providing information which would lesd to
the pecovery of a deceased US misaing person.

e. $100/150 for providing information, or returning

equipment, whiesh revealed the dispesition or status of mlasing

US personpel.
3>/L4f5’;§ envisioned by CINCPAC, the program would be widely

publicized by the use of leaflets and radlo broadeasts from the
Volce of Preedom and the Volce of America. The psychological

13
16
17
a8

19
20
21

22
23
24
25

¢bjectives of this program were to induce the inhabitants in various 26

areas of Laos &nd KNVN to support the program by helplng downed atrmen 27

and missing peraons to return to friendly contrcl,. and to rurﬁish
information and to return equipment or other evidence revealing
the status of US miasing persons and which led to thelr recovery
by Iriendly forces.®

f [T CINCEAC Msg, 2523302 Apr 1967.

TOP _SECRET P-bl Appendix F
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The Joint Chiefs of Staff, upon approving the program

(‘h in June 1967; further approved a recommendation that it

4

include Cambg a8 well as Laos snd NVN.®
5. MACY=PD and JUSPAA developed leeflets to disseminate

inrarmation on the reward program, and in July and August
35 million of these leaflets were dropped from a.tz-crart in NVH
and 3.5 million were dropped in Lace. In Qetober, afi additional

- two million revised leaflets were Gropped in NVN.#* 1In )
December, the Royal Laotliamn Government denled the Untled States
permission to use & Laotian language reward leaflet, The reason
given for the denlal was that such a leaflet would mcknowledge
us presence in Laos which might be exploited by the oppcaitinn and

produee "psychologlcal ahock" among Lao troops who would compare

D o N U 2 W MY

s kB

13

rewarda for Americans with efforts expended for thelr own recovery.®##il

At the end of 1967, two other leaflet programs were under develop-
ment; one for the Vietnameae-Camépdian border, and one for Eelectad
araga in SYN. Teb 3 1s an Engligh Vereion of leaflet prepared
for SVH. ®

6. ) Rewards were paid to the following indlviduals in
1967 in acecordance wAth the provislons of the Reward Program:

a. Two Montagnard villagers near Plelku for asaisting

in returning to US control

15
16
17
14
19
20
21

22 &

€I Ne survive e ecrash of an OH-23 nelicopter on 8 September, 23

b. A Chieu Hoi.- former VC interrogator,

vas rewarded for identifying

priscners of the VC,
c. A revward was pald to four Vietnamese fishermen who

recovered and returned to bs control the b;hy ;} a membe; of

the 199th Light Infantry Brigade who had drowned during a combat

operatlon.

: [6:5) Fsp, 0215522 Jun 1967,
:/’*sjlaﬂpnendix V to Annex i, 19467 COMUSMACY Command History.

) OMUSHACV Msg, 121300z Dec 1967.
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d, In Decem!;er. Montagnards near Pleiku were rewsrdsd for
- returning the body of a #th Infantry Division soldler who
had been killed in action.®
B, ¢ FULTON RECOVERY SYSTEM
h y In Pebruary 1967, the JPRC conductad axercises employlng
the Fulton Recovery System (SEYHOOK) in order to determine if thie
petrieval system would give the Center a capability Of recovering
-personnel in denied areas 1n which recoverles had not previaualy
been attempted. *
Encouraged by the demonstrated capabllities of the

System, the Center initimted s bDriefing progrsm eon the use of
the SKYHOOK to airerews in SEASIA, At the same time, Fulten
Recovery Klts were prepositioned for subssquent delivery by high

performance eircraft to downed aircrews.®?

.

3. In an attewpt to recover two crewmen who were shot
down 30 miles southwest of Hanol, NVN, & Fulton Recovery Rit
was dropped to these pillots on 2) May 1967 during recovery opera-

i

- tion GAMBLER. Xlthough the kit landed with 100 yards of
me af the pllots, it was recovered by North Vietnamese, and
the Fulteon Recovery coperation was aborted,

4, } Az a consequence of Operation GAMBLER and cother
operaticns, the following appralsal was made of the SRYHOOX
recovery coneepts

“"The Fulton Recovery System has proven to be of doubtful
use in the recovery of aircrews downed in hostile environ-
ments. If SAR forces are unable to recover downed sirmen
due to the presence of hostile troopa, sutomatic Weapons,
antiaircraft artillery, etc,, it i3 extremely unlikely that
the use of the Pulton System wlll succeed where they have
falled, The drop of 8 Pulton kit to & downed alrerew may
give away their position, and the amount of time requiraed
to retrieve and activate the kit gives hostile forces ample
time to locate and capture: the aircrew, or--prepare an
ambush for the aircraft making the pick-up."®#t

.:,LTS ppendix V to Annex G, 1967 COMUSMACY Command History.
ACV Msg, 1410262 Har 1967.
L] Appendix V to Anpex G, 1967 COMUSMACY Command History,
TOP BT F-l5 Appendix F
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E. RECOVERY PROCEDURES IN LAOS

=~ 1. (w6l A Joint Memorandum of Agreement (xee Tab 4) was
initisted by the American Embassy, Vientiane and cconcurred in

- by the JPRC and the 7th Alr Force An August 1967. The Agreement

set forth procedures to be followed and tasks to be accomplished

relative to the post-3AR recovery procedures for aivmen

Ww P N oA M e W e

dotined in Laga.? < ! .
.2 Procadures and tasks that were aet forth in the -
Agroemsnt are summarlzed beleow: ) *
3 a, Pracedures 10
(1) In normal circumstances, SAR missions in Laca 1
are gccomplished by the air reacue resolurces of the 7th 12
and 13th Alr Poreces based in Thalland and deploye& in 13
forvard areas of Laos, ‘ 14
(2) Occasionally, when special circumstsnces werrant, 15
rescue 18 effected under— 16
-with air support assets either from Thalland 17
or from Lios, ) 18
(3) It 18 only when the above Trescurces ere unsble to 19
acconplish & rescue that the JPRC is brought ints aation. 20

Ww W ow N oD NN
mnowmqmm-bgms

COfUSHACY Msg, 1422062 Aug 1967.
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ly!s)/o::m TIONS, 1967 .

ll

Were

the 19 of this type in 1967, 12 POW recovary operations did not .
progress beyond the planning stages due to insufficlent intelligence
or information on POW campa that proved t€o be false upon detalled

analysia,

2.

pro¥len areas involved in POW recovery operetions ms follows:

CHET .

S) Recovery operations engaged in by the JPRC during 1967
predozinantly the prisoner of war (POW) type within SVN. Of

4
l

In the 1967 Command Histary, COMUSMACY outlined the

W oo =1 NN 2 oW e

v
o

"a. To date, the greatest problem has been in obtaining

sufficient zeccurate data with which to plan and initizte

fa

th

TOP

PW recovery operaticns. This problem i3 a result of the

llowing Yactors:

"(1) VC security of PW camps 1is e:cellént; they'are
usually located in inaccesgible aress which mre under
VG control. . .

f(2) U.S. PHas are sBegregated from other PWs and gre
usually kept 1n small groups of no more than five men.
"(3) U.S. PFHs are frequently moved, apparently Bs a

miEtter of routine.

"(4) Indications are that a number of U.3. P¥Ws have
beer, taken to Cambodia where information cocllectlons
1a difficult.

"h. In an attempt to sclve these problems, JPRC has taken
e following steps:

"{1) Contact has been made with the Provincizl Recon-
naissance Unit (PRU), Saigon. The PRU ewmploy amall
indigenous reconnaissance teams under U.S. leadership
that have the cepabliity to operate in VO controlled
areas, NOt normally gccesslble to U.S. personnel or
indigenous sources employed by the U.3. intelligence
community. At the end of 1967 the PRU were involved
in two potential recovery operations, -

"{2) JPRC has

In additlon, newWly
arrivea lntelligence personnel now receive a JPRC
briefing at an orientation course sponsorea by the
525th MI Group."

CRET ' F-48 Appendix F
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) Pollowing 1s a chronology of recovery operations

‘conducted and other related activities during 1967, The informa-
tion is taken directly from the weekly MACY BRIGHT LIGHT reports
which were prapared by the JPRC. In certain inatances,

operations which were initiated in 1966 are continued in this

chronology.

TOP

g

Ba

Operations, 2-8 Jan 67' -

{1) Qperation SWAP. No change.
{2) Operation RIP TIDE

{a) On 6 Jm.”wife of the Vietnamese

who was injured while previously atteopting to confirm
the US PWs presence traveled to Saigon. She edvised
tnstfifl tne evara on the prison vout, naa, stelen
several weapons and when this was discovered, he fled
to another area in Cambodia. 'haa kept An contact
with the camp situatlon-‘through cutauta and has learned
his sugcesaor,_jwho i3 & good friend, would like to
rally to SVN. is willing, within reason, to aid in
resucing the U3 peraonn'el. ”believeanwﬂl
cooperate,

{b) The previous letter has been rendered unuezble
by continuous handllpng. A new letter was given to-

who #ill glve the letter to her husband who wil]

give 1t to- She departed Saigon on 7 Jan.
{3) Operation DOUBLE TALX., No change. Heather con-

tinues to hold up ground recce of suspected PW ocamp.

(4) Operation GREEN PATCR. Low level recce was flown

and pllots reported that what appeared.as a.code letter in

aerial photos looked like & natural formation consisting

of a diteh and rocks. Additional photography has been

requested, but has not been flown due to adverse weather

conditions.

S OMUSMA 8g, 136/1102472 Jan &7
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(5) Operation HOT SKAP. ©On 2 Jam, lst Adir Cav Div

launched a prisoner recovery operation vicinlty
light VC contact was made, but no evidence was found which
would suggest the presence of US Pis either then or in the
recent past. Revised {igure of US personnel cgptured on
27 Dec is one. The other five persona previously reported
missing have been eccounted for. A JFRC repreéentatiye
wW&S on hand to monitor the entire operatlion which has
terminated.

b. Recovery Operations, 9-15 Jan 1967

(1) Operation SWAP. No change.

(2) QOperation RIP TIDE. No change. -

(3) Operation DOUBLE TALK. At 131025H Jan 47, patval 3A1

was inserted in vielnity of coordinates‘and estab-
lished m radic relay station. At 1317008 patrcl 3P was

inserted 1n vielinlty of coordinates and moved to

vicinity -Hhere they established = night position.

At 140930H, patrol 3IF commenced moving east from night
poBition &nd establlshed an operation viecinity

At 141220H, patrol 3F sighted four prisoners with full packs
and one guard moving scuth. THey returned heading north at
1412508 with empty packs. No Americans have been mighted.
Surveillance and reconnaissance will contin?e-

(4) Operation OREEN PATCH. Adverse weathser conditlons

continue to hamper photo mission. Pheotos will be taken

a5 soon g3 weather improves.

¢. Recovery Operations, 16~22 Jan 1967%#%

(1) Operation SWAP. K No change.

— -

(2) Operation HIP TIDE. Mo change.

{3) Operation DOUBLE TALK. Marine patrol 3F was led to

the source, on 16 Jan. The camp

the POW camp by

consisted of three huts, one on west alde

OAUSMACY Msg, 23871707402 Jan 67
} COMUSMACY Mag, 335/2U07202 Jan 67
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of trail and two on east &5 previously destribed by Lap.
The huts were partially destroyed and the cap had not been
used for at least one month, positively identified

the camp. The patrol became engaged in firefight whilé

trying to take plctures of the camp and were forced to

leave the ares. Patrol was extracted by hoist through

heavy oancpy of virgin forest viclnity at
1615154 Jan 67. Helos and men under sparadic small arms
fire duripng extraction. Patrol killed two VC during the
operation and csptured one rifle. The patrol suffered
no casualties. Communts of team 1ndicate.performed

in excellent manner. He hag been paid & total of-VN

$15,000 and has been returned to & Chieu Hoi Center.
This operation is terminated.

(5) Operation MONGRAL AIR. On 20 Jan, JPRC received

notification from 13th Recce Tech that

has been preadout on photography flowp 19 July. lLocation

is Immediate visual recce was

ordered and flown on 20 Jan. Recce pllots report letter
peems to be formed of foliage which 1s eith;r groving or
very recently cut. Pllots also report letter abpeara to
be man-made. A survival kit containin;_rood, water, &
radio and flares was prepared by Tth AP aﬂd flown to Udorn
on 20 Jan, On 21 Jan, JPRC notified that JLG had reported
that letter was there when thelr forces were pushed out of
the area, some time ago. Additionally, debrief of pllots
who flew visual recce revealed that letter constructed of
growing elephant grass. Operation terminated on receipt

of this information and interested agencies notified.
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d. Retovery Cperations, 23-29 Jan 19679 1
{1) Operation SWAP. Mo chafge. 2
(2) Operation RIP TIDE. No change. 3
(3) Operation CANOPY SHADER. ‘Haa sighted b &—
from & photo readout by the 432 RTS, Odorm, 25 Jan, vie 5
‘ NVN. 7th AP 503 was tasked 26 Jan for visusl 64—
recce and additional photo recce of sightings. A& SHIRING 7
BRASS team wats alerted 26 Jan for possible infiltratien fnto 8 )
area of sighting. MNecesmary coordination made with Aﬁzxa, )
Saigon, Vientiane, Bangkok to preposition team at Nabken 0
Phanom and stage through LIMA SITE 36. Negative results 1
from photo and visual recee. Misalon was refraged 28 Jan 2 ¢
and readout of photos indicated object sighted wWhs natural 13
grovth. Operation terminzted 28 Jan. 14
(4} Opermtion TEAMSTER. sighted 15 4?‘
2706182 ° _ Pire sighted in vie 16 &
code letter. FL, Udorn, Thei, alerted. JLA indicated tney 17
had asseta in close proximity of aighting that could be used 18
Ar photo/visual recce positive. Photo recce flown on 28 Jan 19 t
produced negative results. Aircrews flying Neil airerafs 20
made viaual recce into target area on 28 Jan. They recelved 2
ground fire and reported no sighting of code letter. Code a2
ietter apparently removed and enemy in ares. Speculate tazt 23
evadees captured. Operatlion terminated 29 Jan 67. 24
e. Recovary Operstiocns, 30 Jan-S Peb 1967w 25
(1) Dperation SWAP. This operation remains at a stand- 26
8t111 due to lack of suitable VC prisoners for possible 27 -
exchange. The Senior Advisor to the lsi ARVN Infantry . 28 .
Division 1z of the opinion that this unit is perhaps not 23
cooperating fully in the attempt to secure the VC prisoners. 3¢
He reasons that this attitude may stem from the fact that 31 )
certain lst ARVN Division Officers may be resentful of the 32
CONUSNHACY Nag, 476/3107317 Jan 67
) } COMUSMACY Msg, 587/0710392 Feb 67
TCP S2URET » Fos2 Apoendlir < .
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fact that their counsei and gld were not solicited at the
outset of thies operation and that, in fact, 2ll planning

vwas taking place without their knowledge.

He is of the

further opinion, however, that diaclosure of sufficient

information to secure ARVN support would very probahly
result in & compromise of the Catholic priest acting as

]
the go-between in these negotiatione and place his life

in jeopardy. In light of this, the Senilor Advisor °

recomends that discloaure of information eoncernin- the

operation be withheld from lst ARVN Division officiszls

until such time a8 suitable VO prisoners become avallable.

JPRC concurs in this recommendation.

In view of the

virtual Ampasse outlined shove and the length of time which

has ;lapaed aince this operation began, JPRC sees little

chance for suscess of this operation.

{2) Operation RIP TIDE. ~ No word has been received from

Hgia, the original source of the information conserning
&

this POW camp, or his wife, who departed Saigon en 7 Jan

with the letter to the US POWs, There is no further progress

to report on this aperation.

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. Two separate intelligence reports

dated 7 Jan 67 and 19 Jan 67 indicated the presence of a POW

camp in the vicinity of
POWs are allegedly being held in this

Either two or three US

camp. Aerial photog-

raphy was flown on 29 Jan, but was not useful due Lo cloud

cover of target area. The mission was reflown on 2 Feb.

Photo interpreter readout of this photography reveals a

gtrong poseihility aof the fact that a camp Qf some sort‘had

indeed existed at this locale, but that it has recently been
abandoned, On 5 Feb, an intelligence report dated 2 FPab was

received which indicated that the camp at

moved co‘on 28 Jan. Aerial photography of this new

locatlon is on order. 1f the photography reveals a possible

prison camp at the reportad locatlion, one of %we courses of

CRET " pa53
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action will be taken: (a) If the photography readout revesls b
a strong probability that a camp exists at thia locati.on, & 2
recommendation o lsunch &n operation will be submitted; 3
(b) if the photography is inconclusive, an attempt will be 4
made to infiltrate an agent into the area to obtain more 5
definite information. Both gites mentioned are very near the 6
Cambodian border. ! i 7
f. Recovery Operations, 6-12 Feb 1967# ] . 8
(1) Operetion SWAF No change. 9

10

{2) Operation RIP TIDE. -]the or:!.sil_'xal source is

having trouble with his leg and requested permission o surn 11
the letter over to a rriend.m for an attempted 12
delivery to the US POWs. Pe 3 granted. 13

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. Additional aerial photography 14

has been requested. Photography menticned in last report 15
was flown gnd readout revedls very promising eres gt extreme 16
edge of strip covered which is seversl hundred meters west 17

of locatlion provided by source. Loeation of what appears to 18

be POW camp ia“ This 1s approximately 150 meters 19
into RVN from Cambodian Dorder. 20

(4) Operation TOMAHAWK . 2
(a) An 0-1 was downed 061200H Peb vir:inity- 22
‘ Covering aircraft had good veolce contact with 23
downed airman; however, volce contact was terminated 2k
when airman sdvised he had to evade hostiles. Later 25
voice contact was reestablished and SAR helo effected 25

pick-up of downed mirman and was immedlately taken under 27

intense ground fire. It exploded 8nd crashed into karst 28
at_ One PJ was thrown clear by the 22
blaat and was able to deploy him chute. A second JOLLY 30
OREEN picked up the PJ. There was no evidence of other 3
survivors. 32

S) COMUSPACY NMsg, 637/141100Z Feb 67

TOP _SECRET * F-5i Appendix P
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Because of this plus

s
extrenely =mmall likelihood of crash survivers request
for aearch withdrawn. Operation wap terminated,”

‘ (5) Operation CANMONBALL .

: (2} At 1222208 JPRC was notifisd zmt- 10
| - -
o R

W o~ oW N W N

13

(») 14

Low level 15

visusl raoce wes reguested for first light on 13 Feb. 16
concurrently 7/13 was prepared to drop one of the pree 17
positioned JPRC survival bundles. 18
{c) Visual recce at 200 feet reveals letter was 19

formed by flare chute canopies and there wes no evidence 20
to indicate the the chute had been prepositioned by an a1
evades., The arsa did not appear to be occupied and no rd

emergency signals were observed, Operation was terminated. 23

g Becovery Operations, 13-19 Feb 1967' . 24
{1) Operation SWAP. HNo change. 25
{2) COperation RIP TIDE. mthe original source, 26

returned to 135th MI Grp, Can Tho, on 17 Peb. He bad with a7
him an untrenslated letter and { map o:_;he_puspected,PbH 28
compound. Thesa documents were dispatched to JPRC arriving 29
18 Feb. Documents glven ta QP-34 for translation. 30

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. On 14 Peb, Chief, JPRC, briefed 31

MAC COC onoperation and requested authority te contract 32

ITFFORCEV for planning purposes. JPRC representatives 33
;ﬂ‘émmcv Msr, 787/2108202 Feh 567
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briefed G-3, IIFFORCEY on 15 Peb &nd were directed to contact
25th Infantry Division. Approximately 1700, 15 Feb intelll-
gence wea received by JPRC which indicated the POW camp was
not in the area 1t was originally thought to be, but in
Cambodia. Aerial photagraphy flown on 15 FPeb verified a leck
of populace and livable huts 1n srea of interest but did
indicate pegple that farm area live 1o a villa%e Just_acrosa

- the Cambodian border. FPurther information revealed that a
friendly operation was scheduled to take place in the area on
19 and 20 Peb. FFVII and 25th Infantry Division were noti-
fled that the operaticn was temporerily suspended. Qperation
will be suspended until further intelligence reports pinpoint
the loecatlon of the POWs.

{4) Operation ANGLER. On § Feb, JPFRC received & Spot
Report on the locatlon of & VC FPOW camp 1n vicinisy of

Two US prisoners are allegedly being held-in the
gamp. Aerial phatography of the target & e€R was received on
10 Feb, aﬁﬁ passed to the 149th MI Group, the ariginators of
the Spot Report, for attempted annctation by the source of
information. The 149th MI Oroup Special Agent returned to
Salgoen on 15 Feb with detalned apnotation of the a rial
photography. The source ¢laims to have seen the US POWs as
recsently as 5 Feb, and enjoys a reliability rating of C. The
information obtained has been rated 2. It ;hould be noted
that these gre field ratlngs, not cfficial J-2 ratings.

{5) Operation WIGWAM. Sighting of approximately 200
US/ARVN priscners was made in the vlcin.it.v. or_un
12 Feb. This sighting was unusual in that four separate
sources wWere involved. Coordination was made with MAC COC
on 18 Feb and a TWX dispatehed to III MAF requesting that a
recon team be placed in the ares to pinpolnt the logation of
the suspected POW camp. III MAF was requested to take medium
level photography of the area to identify if poasible the
suspected POW camp as well as LZs and other pertinent data

necessary to mount a POW raid operation,

Tap CRFT
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{6) No name was assigned this operation as JPRC only
alerted forces. At approximately 15558, 16 Feb, JSARC
called JPRC %o inform them an F~100, call sign "Dusty 71"

was do JSARC indicated reacue

W0 -] YN oy W

efforts had been in pragreas for scme time, that ene HH-3
pilot hed been killed and another wounded. Although
Tescue effoprta were being continued JSARC mqv.fusted JPRC

- elert forces in the event a ground effort became necessary.

i

bP—BS Has

plerted and preliminary arrengements made to launpgh & HORNET 12

Force into the area &8 early as possible on 17 Feb., At 13
approximately 17304, JSARC notified JPRC that the downed 14
pllot had been recovered. A few minutes later, JPRC 15

Tecelved a reply
at firat 17

light 17 Peb. JPRC prepared a message -cangratulating 18

them on the dispatch with which they had responded to the 19
situation and also on the timely notirication ta JPRC. 20
QOperation terminated. ] 21
h. Recovery Operaticna, 20~26 Feb 1067% 22

(1) dperation SWAP. No change. . 23

(2) Operation RIP TIDE. The letter and map have been 24
translated and provided no edditional information to confirm 25
or refute data already in JPRC po:aaasign. They wore pre- 26
pared by Attempt i3 being made now 'to bave a contron- 27 é—

tation with way formerly the head gusrd on the prison 28 &—

sanpan. The letter referred to apove also indilcates that 29
lthe present head guard i1s giving serious thought to 30 &
rallying. IT this cccurs, every effort will be made to N
arrange a confrontation with him. 32

ST COMUSHACV Msg, 880/211050Z Feb 67
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(3) Operation SYCAMORE. Large scale friendly cperations
(/-“\ in area precluded additional progress. Upon ccupietion of
friendly operation an assessment of the area will be made
apd future action will be determined at that time, )
(4) Operation WIGWAM. Four separate reports of prisoner
. sightings have emanated from vicinihy- Sources
were reinterviewed znd the information did not appear a»
valid g2 initially assumed; however, III HAF had aerial
photegraphy Tlown in suspect area. I was inconclualve,
due to the dense jungle canopy. III MAF will infiltrate a
ground recce team in area to confirm or deny.the alleged camp
locatien. By
(5) Operation ANGLER. After reviewing aerlal photography
of the suspected camp area as annotated by the saurce, a
JPRC representative went to III MAF., Source wan polygraphed
and no deception waa noted! Additiona low level photaography
was rloun~and readout of the area rfailed to diselese any eof
the 1tems‘previously annotated by the source on initial
photography. This area is heavily forested; however, it
did ralse some doubt as to whether it was in fact the target
area. Source will return to the area carrylng & concealsd
radio beacon. If the prisoners are still in the area, ths
beacon wlll bs left at s predetermined distance and direction
from the camp, Eleetronic reece will be flown aften gourcs
has had time to put the beaccn in plaoce.
(6) Operation BLUE ROPE. On 23 Feb JPRC received notifi-

cation from 7/13 AF that the -was observed at
- Visual and pnoto recce was flown and v:Ls.ual

produced negative results. Photos revealed what appeared
tc be

team was
put into the area on 25 Feb and reported the letters wera
formed by logs which had fallen recently due to fipes in the

area. Additional recce at lLocation af initilal sighting nas

failed to confirm the latter in the area. Operation terminated.

T TrRTMm
area. Adadltlonal recce at location af initial siehtine hae
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EECLEE
( - -!‘ormer YC prisoners returned to friendly control.
] JPRC representative interview them ASAP; however, they vere
unable to furnish data concerning actual lecation of otber
prisoners. They were, however, knowledgeable on the con-
dition of several other US prisoners they had Fncountéred

5 4
durlng captivity. -

1. Recover erations, 27 PFeb-5 Mar 1967% .

(1) Operation SWAP. No shange.

{2) Operation RIP TIDE. -}the original source, was
interviewed on 27 Feb and the following was learped:

. {a) The letter to the US PWs has been turned over to
Toan who is a camp guard. doesd .not have geqgeas to
P¥ and doubts if he can get the letter to the Pus.

(b)‘]is hiding out in the vicinity of Phnon Penh.

His wife knows his location and will attempt to gontact
him so ‘he may be brought to Saigon for a detailed
debriel.
(3) Operation SYCAMDRE. No change.

(4) Operation WIGWAM. Two recon patrTrols have been in

the ares with negative results. CG6 IIT MAF plans to continue

the search.

(5) Operation ANGLER. No change .
(6) Operation QEYSER. On 28 Peb 67, JPRC was notified

n Alreraft were in voice contact but .SAF. forces vere
unable to reach the pilet due to weather. JPRC requested
II1I MAP to effect a ground rescue. A BRIGCHT LIGHT Reco.very
Team was 8lso alerted as an alternate force. Qn 2 Mar €7,
the veather cleared and the pilot waa picked up by SAR
airerafy.

J. Recovery Operations, 6-12 Mar 1067%¢

(1) Operation SWAF. Mo change.

s
t;,ﬂs CHMUSACY Msg, 963/0702172 » - 67
) COMUSMACYV Msg, 1081/1410262 Mar 67
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{2) Operation RIP TIDE. Attemps to contactm the
original head geard of the prison ssmpan, and @rrange for

him to ccme %o Saigon for detailed debriefing &rs atlll

in progreas.

{3) Operation SYGAMORE .
{(a) On 5 Mar 67, & returnee, was

interrogated by Special Forces Unit B-32 1n the vicinity

of Tey Ninh. During tha initiel interrogation the source

¢laimed to have been aszigned to the securlty force of

the camp which is the objective of this operation. He

confirmed previous reports of 25 ARVN prisoners and the

general locatlen of the camp. ‘d

(b) The source was brought to Salgon on § Mar for

more comprehensive interrogation. During thia interro-

gation, the mourge stated that the only US PWe he had

ever Been were a group <of 10 US PWs being moved into

Cambodia for eventual return to US control.

(c) Because the information concerning US PWs con=-

fiicts sharply with pré¥1oua informstien, both the

interrogator and the JPRC representative were of the

opinion that the source might very possibly be telling

less than all he knows. In an effort to refute or

conlfirm this opinion, the source was polygraphed on

12 Mar. Results of the polygraph indicate no attempted

deceptlon on the part of the spurce.

{@) Preparation are underway to insert indigenous

agent resources of the 5th Special PForces Oroyp to re-

check the suspected.area. . o e - .

(4) Operaticn WIGWAM

{4) A new intelligence repert, received 10 Mar,

indicated that a debrief of two Vietnamese nationals

released by the VC in December 1966 tied in very closely

wlth the original intelligence which gave rise %o this

operation.

THB/G?::::”—

-~

operation.

The new report places the PW camp approximately

|

o £n
Pha naw ranart niares tha PW Aamn samwayimarale
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one kilometer south of the original location, but agrees

with tbhe original repert in other particulars. Thls most

roecent report contains & detailed sketeh of the camp
complex as well as the route followed by the sources as
they left the gamp. The sources have agreed to lesd
friendly forces to the camp area.

(b) A call was placed to G-2, III MAF, on 1l Mer and
attention was invited to this latest intelligencs ;eport.
0-2, 111 MAP indicated that the report would be evaluated
for possible action.

(5) Operation ANGLER. A homer beacon has ‘been procured
and will be concealed in a walking stick to be cafried into
the'camp area by the original aource of the 1nformat1a; an
the camp. The beacon hgs s battery life of eight days and
will not be activated unti{ source has reconfirmed the

presence of the US PWs in the camp.

(6) Gperation CHINOOK
(af On 10 Mar, a message was received from G-2, US
Army Ryukyus. The mesasage stated that the debrief of

—]had narrowed the locsation of the

prison camp from which they were released to five possible

locations. All locations lie within a six square

kilometer area. The message alsc stated that a detalled

overlay and summary would be forwarded as soon as possible.

(b} JPRC hae ordered serial phatography of the
suspected camp site area &nd hopes to heve this on hand
for immediate collation when the ove;liy and summAary
arrive.

- -— - -

%. Recovery Operations, 13-19 Mar 1967°

(1) Operation SWAF. MNo change. 1n light of lack of

progress on this operation cover a protracted period of time,

it 1s being placed in the inactive files and will not he

fﬁﬁf:o_c MUSMACV NMsg, 1169/2109332 Mar 67
TOP_BECRET P-61 Appendix F
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mentloned in future reports unless signiflcant developments

warrant its inclusion.

(2) Operation RIP TIDE
(g} The originsl saource of information on this P4

camp ,-]returned to Chau Doc and reported through the
Sectopr Intel analyst.. He complained that he had not been

>
4

paid recently.

{b) This was the first indication received by :I?Rc
that-]waa receiving pay for supplying information.

A theck with the VN Army officer who had been acting as
go-between H.lth-:l.ndicated that he had indeed been
receiving pay, and in rather amiable'amounta. ..This places
the validity of his information in an entirely different
light. ) )

(¢) The VN Army orr;t_ner and the 135th HI Group were
both contascted and mutual agreement was reached th;t ¢an-
trol or-wauld be passed to the 135th MI Qp. The
first order of business now wlll be to attempt to persuade

-r.o submit t¢ a polygraph examination,
(3) Operation SYCAMORE

{a) Arrangements were made with Det 8457, 5th Speelal
Forces QGroup, to infiltrate two of their indigenous agent
assets into the ares in an attempt to relocate the POW
eamp. .

(b) All indications are that the camp has been moved
into Cambodia due to clomse proximity of US mllitary opera-

tions to the originally suspected camp site.

(4) oOperation HIUWA}-} ) _ _ o

{a) On 18 Mar, JPRC received a report Ifrom G-2 III
MAR, The report indicated that two recon teams, one from
5th Special Forces Graup and one from ITI MAF, had com-
pleted a thorough seareh of all target areas, Though

there were many well-used trails in the area, no evidence

of a POW camp was discovered.

TOPR CRET L]

Ol a I'U¥ camp was discovered.
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(b) The teams have successfully exfiltrated, and
this operation 1s terminated.
(5) Qperatton ANGLER

(a) The homer bescon device waa concealed wWithin &
section of bamboo of the sort which & Montagnard might
loglcally carry. It was turned over to the case
officer on 17 March. - ?

{b) The ¢ase officer eatimates that it Hill,téke
two days to get the device to the source and en additional
eight days for the source to walk into the POV camp area.
An additional two days will be allowed to.®lapse before
electronic reconnalssance will begin.

(6) Operation CHINOOX

- (a) Aerial photography of the suspected camp site

areas has been received. Preliminary reedout is incon-

cluslive. N

(b} Combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam (CICV) is
in the process of ‘preparing a complete study of the target
area to include enemy OB.

{c) The overlay and summary of tne-
bebriefing are expected momentarl}y.
Recovery Operations, 20-26 Mar 1G67%
(1) Operation RIP TIDE

(a)-the original source of the PW 1nro.rmat.1.on,

has been turned over to the 135th M1 Group. He ism

currently being interviewed in detail and Ls scheduled

to be polygraphed on 3 Apr.
{b) Unconfirmed data learned by JPRC representative

. — -

while at Can Tho indicates some discerpeance &round

original injury. It 1s antieipated that the current inter-
views and polygraph exam will dictate how and if-]will

be retained.

-
?"'r‘s)" c:ouu‘s"m'c\r' Hsg, 1315/280726Z Mar 67
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(2) operation SYCAMORE
{a) Two indigenous agents were infiltrated by helo

vicinity 8t last light on 20 Mar. After limited
Trecce they were discovered and moved into a heavily
forested avea.

(b) They spent the night in the forest and moved into
8 large elephant grass field adjacent to the forest. They
were taken under hostile fire and requested exfilﬁ;ation.

W oo -1 on U ok W N

Successful exfiltration was effected approximately 211800

o)
Q

Mar under heavy hostile fire.

(¢} Currently, the situation is being.reevaluated and X1
a new plan will be developed which will reinsert :I.ruzlil.gf.'rmua12
persopnel in the alleged PW camp area. * . 13

{3) Operation ANGLER. An unexpected delay was encountered 1%

when the Montagnard carrylng the walking stick, with the 15
homing beacon, was bitten by a snake. He 1s recoveri;ig but

a delay has been incurred, It 18 anticipated the scurce will 17

not arrivé in the terget area until approximately 2 April. 18
His determination of PWs in the area should be completed 13
about 4 April, at which time he will depart the erea. 20
(4) Operation GHINOOK _ el

22

{a) Aerial photography readout reveals some of the

debriefing information rrau:_]carrehtea 23

well; however, the Jungle canopy is qulte dense a_nd ek
precludes mora complete location of the camp area, 25
. (b) A Tepresentative from 4ilst MI Det, Okinz;wa who 26
was 1in on the debriefings at Okinawa is enroute RVN. 27
He 1g intimately familiar with the area and situation. 28
After nls arrival, ‘;.he overall situa':icn_will be e.vnlua- 29
ted with a view toward launchlng a recovery type operation.3°
(5) Operation CHEYENNE 31

(a)-report was received which indicated approxi- 3¢

mately 100 US POWs located vicinity—

CRET R-6Y Appendix P
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data available, action has heen taken o attempt to
debriel source ln detail. Signal electronlc agenciea
have been alerted to maintain a listening wateh for
trarfic concerning the suspect area.

(b) Since the reliability of the source and validity
of the information has not yet been determined, the next
action wlll be contingent upon the results b the Fource's
detatled debriefing and the signal intelligence agencies.

m. Recovery Operations, 27 Mar-2 Aor 19£71
(1) Operation RIP TIDE

(a) the original source of the ‘PW camp informa-
tion, was polygraphed earlier than 1;11t1a11'.v enticipated.
The results of the exsm were inconclusive; however, there
did gppear to be some validity 1n- stateme}st con=-
cerning the PWs. .

(b} Plans are being made to bring‘to Sai;’an for
additional detailed debriefings and another polograph
exa.rnina."bion. Time frame for these confiruing checks has
not been determined,

(2) Operatisn SYCAMORE. Planning is underway to insert

indigenous agents in the area at night by parachute when an
agent team is avallgable.

{3) Operation ANGLER. The Montagnard carring the walking

stick containing the homing beacon departed for the FW camp
on 27 Mar. It was anticipated he would be in the PH camp
area about 2 Apr. The electronic survelilance of the beacon

¥w1ll be fiown for the first time on 3 Apr.
(4) Operation GREY BULL (Previously Reported as CHINDOK)

{a) Representative from Uhlst MI Det, Okinawa,
arrived 28 Mar,

(b) Aerial photography of the area confirms some of
the details furnlshed by!uhile'some items such as
trails and location of h not confirmed. This may

COMUSHMACY Msg, 1416/0411012 Apr 67
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be due to the heavy foliage in the area or possibly
confusion by-]

{¢) IIFPV was briefed on 29 Mar. They designated
5th SFG to conduct & raid on the camp provided additlonal
confirming data could be obtained. A 3P 1indigenous agent
¥as inserted and returned with the informatlon that
hostiles were in the area. He was not able to confirm
the presence of the US PHs. )

(d) Based upon the informatien from the SF agent and
other ®yaluations, a recommandation will be made to IIFFV
that a personnel recovery operation be attempted.

(5) Cperation CHEYERNE. Xo change.

Recovery Opeprations, 3-9 Apr 10478
{1) Operation RIP TIDE. muw originel source of the
camp information, will b to Saigon 10 Apr. He will

debriefed in detail and gnother POlYErapl examination will

administered. PFurther operaticnal planning, if appropriate,

Will be bgaed on results of the debriefling.

(2) Operation SYCAMORE

(8} Two indigenous agents from Special Forces Rsgets

were infiltrated by parachute from & helo on 3 Apr. Helo
was radar vectored to the DZ. '

{b) The mgenta encountered no difficulties apd sccom-
plisned the ground recce; however, it was subsequently
determined they were infiltrated in the wrong area. On
5 Apr, they were exfiltrated., Purther efforts to insert
indigenous agents in the arsa are bélné planned.

(3) Operation ANGLER
(a) The Montegnard carrying the walking stick can-

— - -

«talning the homing beacon learned through inquiries in

the suspected camp area that the PWs were moved from

z:sti Eg;USHﬁUU Mag, 1516/1108102 Apr 67
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{b) Further attempts to find the FWa, utilizing the
same source, will continue. This operation will no
longer be considered active unless additlonsl informa-
tion is obtained.

(4) Operation GREY BULL. A raid was conducted on the

suspected PW camp on 6 Apr by Sth SPF. A thorough sweep

of the area revealed nothing. Obviausly, thid‘ was not the

camp although the rald 4id ocour at the lecation as dexrived
from map back-tracking based upon debriefings or-

- This operation is suspended pending receipt of

further information. . .

{5) Cperation CHEYENNE. No chamge. .

Recovery Operationa, 10-16 Apr 1967*

(1) Operation RIP TIDE
(a)-the original source of the PW information,

has been debriefed in dgtail and polygraphed. There was

no evidence of deception noted during the polygraph and
the sgent hendler is of the opinion 'cha.t-is gincere
in his efforts. motivation appears to be the
desire to mssure his finanecial rut;.xre.

{(b) haa never obgerved the PWs nor haa he been
inside the ogamp. He belleves thatl who 1s currently
assumned to be in charge of the VC prison guards, would be
willing to assist in recovering the Pwa.' -ha‘s no
legitimate reason to be away from the camp 1in excess aof
254 nours without hieg absence arousing susplcion.

(c)!fcmer YC aquad leader, -is.thought to be in
Phnom Penh; honever, his wife is l:h.r_:Lng !n a Cambo_dian

village near the RVN border. Current plana call for

-]to learn-]actual location, through'wire,

and attempt to bring.]tn Saigon for a detailed
debriafing. At this time,-cannot furniah adequate

information for purposes of planning a recovery operation.

COMUSMACY Msg, 1630/180742Z Apr 67
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{2) Operation SYCAMORE. No change.
{3) Operation CYEYENNE. No change.

P. Recovery Operations, 17-23 Apr 1967
(1) Operation SHAP

(a)_revealed that during his last

contact with VC, they indicsted a.willlngneza to accept

VC officer PWs from areas other than I crz. Screening

for appropriate PWs, under the new criterla, comtinues.

W O VM W N

O

(b) will attempt %o determine current

[
o

V¢ attitude toward a prisoner exchange.

[
[

(2) Operation RIP TIDE ]

(a)-,—_]the original source of the PW information, 12
As preparing to traval to Phnom Penh. He yill attenmpt to 13
bri;lg‘ the former V0 guard squad leader, to Saigon for 1y

debriefing., Currently, documentation s being prepared . 15
for 80 he may travel.sto Salgon from Phnom Penh. Upon 16
return from Phnom Pen.h,.]will stop at the village 17
orm uncle. Hls unele will be asked to query- 18
concerning the US Pus. 19

(b) Aerial photography reveals occupled heavy 20
weapons empl&cements and huts in suspected target area. 21
(3) Operation SYCAMORE. No change. 22
(4) Operation CHEYENNE. MNo change ) 23
(5) Operation HAVANA . , 2k

(2) A sighting of two US and 30 ARVN PWa by an ARVN 25

ceded source in vicinity-was received on 21 Apr. 26

This report coincided with previous similar reports in the 27
area East of Tay Hinh clty. . - . . 28

(b} The 1st Infantry Division is currently conducting 29
Cperation MAKHATTAN in the vicinity and have been requested 30
to confirm or deny aceuracy of information. If information 31

appears accurate, a recovery operation will be effected. 32

S) COMUSHACY Msg, 1736/2508392 Apr 67
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q. Recovery Operatioms, b - 30 priz .25_7'

(1) Operaticn SWAP
(a) MACVY ACofS, J2 was contacted and appraised that

VC had indicatad a willingnesas to accept VC priscners from
any CIZ for the exchange. J2 haa notified all QT2 commanders
to be on the lookeut for prisonerz sultable for excheange.

(b) No word has been received rm_

concerning current VO attitude toward the exchange.

(3) operation SYCAMORE

(&) A coded agent of Det B-57, 5th SF Gp was infiltrated

into the genersl target area. He

did not, however, succeed

in checking on the prime suspect locations.
(b) Although the sgent did not personally ses any US
PHa during the course of hie reconnaissance, he was told of

a VC hospital in the gensral vicinity“of his search which

15 used to treat wounded US Fis.

The US FWs are reportedly

neld at the hospitsl ondy until sufficienfly recoversd to

travel at which time they sare moved te a permanent F¥ camp

in Cambodia,
specified.
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(4) Operation CHEYEWNE. No change.
(5) Operation HAVANA
(&) Elements of the US 1st Division conducted a thorough

sweep through the target area. Ro evidence of recent
occupeney, inhabltants or activity was discovered in the
target arsa or the immediste vicinity thereof.

(b) This operation is terminated. !
(6) Operation DEEP SIX . .

{&) Just before midnight an 24 April, JFRQ recelved &
message from Commander, Task Group 77.0 lndicating that an

APA was down a.t—] The crew of two had successfully

ejected, were seen on the ground snd had been in volce

contect with thelr wingman. They were last seen meking
their way to an area of good cover and concealment located
approximately # mile from the point at which they landed.
CTQ@ 77.-0 indicated that when and if voice contact with the
downed crew was reestablished, he would request activation
of & ERIGHT LIOAT tean.

{b) A ERIGET LIGHT team was placed on slert at Ene Fhu
Bal, and a Navy Cla alreraft and crew were standing by at
Tan Son Nhat to transport the team to the carrler Kitty Hawk.

() Because of extensive enemf OB in the area of the
downed ¢rew, plus the fact that it appeared to be bsyond the
range of SAR helos, JPRC recommended to CTG 7T.Q that a more
reallstic plan would be to attempt the recovery with the
Fulton Recovery System (SKYHOOK) equipped HC-130., A Combat
Spear crew was placed on alert at Nha Trang, and 7 AF placed
two FUCs on alert at Denang to effect a high speed drop of
the Fulton kit which had been packed in an MbA contelner.

(d} At the suggestion of Combat Spear crewmen, the

operation was planned as follows:

CRET P-70 hppendix F
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1. After volee contect was est_.ahushed, & Fulton
kit would be dropped to the downed crew at last light
of that dsy. The delivery airc;'a.rt would notify the
downed craw to expect plckup st s predesignated time
during that night.

2. At the predesignated time, the Cambat Spear alr-
eraft yould make thelr pickup Tun. They fould be covered
by appropriate MIG CAP, end coordinated strike misslons
vould be flown in the area at the pickup time,

{e) Ko further electronmic contact cowld be re-esteblished
with the downed crew and, upon recelpt of CINCPAC -massa.ge
prohiblting use of BC-130 due to the high riak ares, the
coperation was terminated, )

(f) This operation is thought to have been quite worth-
while as it provided a reallstic .exercise in migeion planning
and of the glerting ayste;g.

r. Recovery Operaticns, 1-7 May 1967*
(1) gger"él.tion SWAP. 'III MAF indicates they have captured
8 VU Harrant officer who may be suitable to use in the prisoner

exchange. They have been instructed to keep him in custody
until reporte on the Vo attitude regarding the

exchange.
(2) Qperaticn RIP TIDE

(a)-the original source, returned to-to

attend to one of his children who 15 sick. He will return

to Saigen on 11 May.

(b) Upen return to Saigon,';dll be interrogated
concerning some irregularities which arcse in connection with

his old Cambodian documents. If the mte;rogat:.on Eloea not

reveal that”has been using this situation only as a
vehicle to obtain velid Cambodian travel papers, nev

:j?s‘é_:f_ﬁc MUSMACY Msg, 1955/0908072 May 67
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Cambodian documents will be prepared and he will be 1
digpatched to Phnom Penh, Document preparatlon can be 2
accomplished in 48 hours, 3
(3) Cperation SYCAMORE. Ko change. 4
{4) Operation CHEYENNE. No change. -~ 5
8. Recovery Operations, 8-1i May 1967+ 7 6
{1) operation SWAP 7
(a)_w&a contacted and advised that the - 8 &
two US PW5 which he hoped to negotiate for escaped in 9
early May. This 1s the first indication or- eny such escaps. 10
Attempte are belng mede to conflrm or deny the alleged 11
escape. Attempts are being made to confirm or deny the 12
alleged escape. —a.'re the Fg 13 é—
assumed 0 have escaped. If thig 1la true, the operation L
will be terminated inasmuth as they were the only Us- PWe 15
of which Dong possesaed dny Xnowledge. 16
(b) Prior to learning of the alleged escape, AMEMB, 17
Salgon was contacted concerning the poasibility of 18
exchanging VT personnel captured and/or held by GVR. i9
AMEMB 15 now willing to intercede with GVN in an attempt 20
to obteln GVN controlled VC Pia. 21
(2) Cperation RIP TIDE 22

(a)‘the original source of the information, 23 &—
returned to Saigon and wes interrogated on the irrégularities-: 2}

which arose with his old Cambodian documents. He was 25

polygraphed and no evidence of deception was noted, 26
(b}-departed Saigon con 13 May for Phnom Penh, 27 &

It i1s anticipated he will return about 20 MHzy, He has 28

documentation fo the original camp guard commander, 20 &~

to return to Saigen provided.onsents. 30 é-

[¥ 1A g, 2023/161005Z2 May 67
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(3) Operation SYCAMORE. No change.

() Operation CHEYEMNE, MNo change
(5) Operation NEARLY

(a) In early May, a Revolutionary Development (RD)

Cadre Adviscr, stated one af his personnel had made
contact, through several cut-outa, With & V¢ officer
who wished to rally to the OVN with 13 US Fiis. Further
that he desired to be rewarded for the reburned US
personnel. All contacts were made in IV CTZ.

(b) A meeting vith the wife of the ¥C officer was
arranged for 6 May but she did not show up. On 9 May,
she appeared and stated she would be at Cheu Dpe on
13 May with proof of the identitiea of the PWa. Further,
ghe was to have her husband's plan which would reveal
the detalls concerning fhe release. She did not Egow
where the release would.atake place, nor was it known 1f
it would be necessary to engage a hostile force to effeot
the re;eaae.

{c) MACY tasked 54 IV {TZ to effect a recovery opera-
tion, upon obtaining the information from the wife of the
VC, if it looked feasible.

{d} On 12 May, the female source arrived, one dey
early, without any evidence of the US PWs allegedly being
held by her husband. She stated attempta Were made to
contact her husband for the information, and detalls of
the release, but due to the amount of activity on the
SVN/Cambodian border she was unable to make contact.

(e) Although this operation is considered terminated,
the female zource was advised how to contact representa-
tives from the 135th MI Group but that she should only
make contact when she possesses evidence of the PHs.

(6) Other Activities. Duripg interrogation of a captured

B o = Nl oW R
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VG on 12 May, information was obtained concerning the loca-

tion of an alleged, deceased US soldler currently MIA.
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Acting on this information, a body search was conducted

and the remains of what appears to be a Cancaslan dressed

in deteriorated fatigues wes recovered. Remalns were

evacuated and attempts to identify the deceased gre being

made. Although not a specific mission of the JIPRC, it

haa, on several occasions, coordinsted and reqyested body
)

searches. -
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t. Recovery Operations, 15-21 May 1967%

(1) Operation SWAP

(s) Absolutely no evidence can be located which would
indicate that two US PWs have recently escaped VO control.
Barring the extremely unlikely possibility that the two
have been ln evasion status Bince errly Hny-wiéhoﬁt meking
contact with friendly farceg, it must be condluded that
the reported escapes was spurlous informetion. )

(b) If the sbove is true, some credence is lent to the

hypothesis that this may beﬁ way of terminating

his contacts with US personnel.

{¢) In light of the above, this operation ig being
dropped from the active list pendlng recelpt of further
information wnich would warrant its reactivatilon,

(2) Operation RIP TIDE., Ko chanée.
(3) Operatien SYCAMORE. bo ¢hange.
{4) Operaticn CHEYENNE. S8ince no progress has been made

on this opé}aticn slnce 1t was begun in mid-March, it is being
dropped frox the active list pending further developments which

would warrant 1lts reactivetion.

(5) Operation GAMELER

{a) In the lste moraing hours of 19 May (190311Z) en
A6A from the carrier ENTERPRISE, call sign Raygun 502, was
shot down 30NM SH of Hancl. Both crewmen ejected guccess-
fwlly, landing at Thelr point of landing was
near the center of Ptut while this is

excellent terrain for evasion, it 1ies well within the SAM
envelope and is considered a high threat srea.

(b) voice contact.was mad; with t;; dé;ned crswﬁen.
It was discovered that the pllot was uninjured, but that

the bombardler/navigator (B/N) had suffered a badly broken

/1/595) COMUSMACY Msg, 2178/2310102 May &7
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No rescue operation was attempted frcm the enst

%eg.
utlilizing Navy SAR resources due to the exlstence of the
nigh threat srea s8l)l the way from the coast to the target
area. Assistence from JFRC waa requested.

{e) JPRC notified the Joint Search and Reacue Center
(JSARC) ®t Tan Son Nhut, and asked that reas%bility for
launch of & SAR effort from the west utilizing USAF-SAR

resources be studied. A plan for launch of SAR amsets to

be covered by multiple air strikes taking place simulteneously

in the same ares was devised. Commander 7AF, vetoed this
plan on grounds that the area was too well defended to risk
SAR assets. . .

{d) JERC presented a plan which called for the drop of
Fulton Recovery System (SEYHOOK) -kits by high performnnce
alrcraft. If the drop wes made successfully, an attempt
would be made for a SKYHODK pick up at a pre-determined time
the niggp following the @rop. The plan was approved for
executlon late in the evening of 20 May. A JFRC representa-
tive was dispatehed to D;Nang, the base fram which the drop
mission wWould launch, to aect es operatien coordinstor.

(e) A flight of AF FUCs was launched on the morning of
21 May to effect the drop. Contact was established wilth

the B/N of the downed crew, and a successful drop accomplished

at approx 210320Z. A total of three MUA containers were
dropped. Two containers carried a two men Pulton ground
station and the third, survivel equippent. The two MbaAs
containing the Fulton gear landed approx 100 yds from the
downed crewmsn. The survival container landed approx‘zoo

¥ds from hls position. The downed man indicated that although

he was injured, he thought he would be able to make hls way

to the Fulton gear.
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(f) The Combat Spear alrcrart whica would attempt the
Pick up was launched on schedule af'zlllhlz. The plan
called for nigh performance aircraft to Dake & final flight
over the target area a few hours prlor to the scheduled
pick up time, make a last minute check on t?a fituation or
the downed crewmen, and inform them of the pr;cise tine the
pick up would be attempted. A flight of P4CYs was lsunched
for this purpose, and upon contacting the B/K of th; downed
erew, vere informed that all three of the contsiners had beeﬂ
recovered earlier by North Vietnamsse, The Combat Spear
alrcraft was notified of this development, &nd aborted at
2113372. Before departing the area, an FiC aireraft dropped
a contalner of survival equipment in the vicinity of where
he had last seen one of the down?d crewnmen'a strobe light.

{g) Meetings were he%ﬁ on the night of 21 May and agaln
on the morning of 22 May yith representatives of JQEE: TAF
and 7th Fleet present, in en effort to determine what
further¢hction could'be taken., Consensus was that no further
recovery action seermed feaslble at thils time, due proximity
hostile forces. -

{n) A total of three fllghts were flown over the ares
of the downed airerew on 22 May. Negative contact of any
sort wes made. This cperation is terminated.

(6) other Activities. The body reported recovered in last

week's report hae been positively identified {through dental
records as that of—| carried mse
missing since 12 Maey 66.
u, Recuverg;Onerationa,_22-28 May 1967+ -
(1) Operation RIP TIDE o .
(a)m the principle source, returned from Phnom
Penh, g that he had succeeded in contacting XY,

the former prison guard commander, He reports that KY

ch lisg, 2298/3001482 May 67
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refuses Lo come back to Vi as he is doing wWell financially
in Phnom Penh and he fears the V¢ will assasipalte him if

/ he returns.
(b) On his return trip,-again stopped et the
heme of the uncle of the man who replaced

prison guard commander., He was told th.n.t-}m ‘been
transferred to a VC munitions factory a few fd.lcmeters

NP

- from the alleged P camp but on the VN side of the border,

-eontends that the US PWe are still at the original 9 &
locaticn. 10
(c)igreed, according to his uncle, to draw a 1 &

map of the route into the PW camp, ‘has been dispatched 12 4_

t.o-to pick up the map. 13 &

(2) operation SYCAMORE. Ko change. 18
(3) Speration OID BIUE - 15
(a) This operation began with a very completed— 16
intelligence raport of a FH camp a.t' The report 17 é-
was obtained from a r‘xewly recruited source of the 14gth 18
MI Gp. 15
(b) Field Activities Branch (FAB) of MACV J-2 tasked 20
the Combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam (CICY) to procure 21
and annatate asrial photagraphy and complete & study of 22
the FW camp &rea. 23
(¢) The CICV photo readout reveasled an unusuﬂ.]_.y close 24
correlation with the intelligence report, particularly with ‘ 25
regard to location of PW camp buildings. 26
(d) At this point, FAB contacted JPRC and the operation 27
wag named. Concurrently FAB instructed 149 MI Gp to - 28
reilnsert the agent ir;tc the az:ea to r;conf-irm the p:;'esenee 29
of US FPWs. 30
(e) The agent returned from the area on 25 May, and a 31
polygraph operator was flown to Rach Gla to examine the 32
sgent. JPRC provided the EEI for the examination, 33
TOP SECRET F-78 Appendix F
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{f) Preliminary ocutcome of the polygzraph examinstion

casts some doubt on the presence of US FWs at this location.

d As it appears now, the source actuelly has not seen US FHe

there since 1965.

(2} If it appears worthwhile after the present

- m

debriefing is ccmpleted, the agent will agein be sent

inteo the target ares.

(h} This operation does not appear very promising and

will not be reported further unless future developments

warrant.

v. Recovery Operaticns, 29 May - 4 Jun 1967+

(1) operation RIF TIDE

(a.)-] the original source of the information,
returned to Saigon with a detalled sketch of the FW camp
the VC who formerly wasg in cherge

allegedly drawm by
of guarding the US Fus.

remeing in the general ares

and i1s able to eldcit info out of the camp.
(v) Vhen shown obligue aerial photography of the area

taken from the Vietnamese side of the border, ne identifled

police posts, border echeck polnts, mine flelds and other

ltems which he has consistently reported in the past. FI
personnel assiated in the debrier and con.t‘ir:med-

W o o~ oW = W N
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13

™A

22 &

23

findingsa.

{c) advised the camp was located fu:ther_inside 24 &—
the Canm border in an area not covered by the photogrephy.25
On 4 June a request was forwarded to CINCPAC for permimsicn 26
to fly medium level photography. ) 27
(2) Operation SYCAMOEE. No cﬁange. T 28
(3) Operation ANGLER. Reference 1s m;Ee ég ERIGHT LIGHT 29

report for the period 3-5 Apr; dated 11 Apr 67. Report advised 30
the operatlion was no longer consldered active, however, further 31

:Iﬁsf:é;¥ugﬁxcv Msg, 2423/060940Z7 Jun 67
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attempts to locate the Fws, utalizing the same Source, would
continue.

(a) The source, s Montagnard, has &gain located the
US PH camp, vicH@d personally observed two US.
He furnished sketches wnich indicete the camp is well
defended. -

(b) To obtain the precise location of thé camp, the
source has been re-dlapatched to the ares carrying ;he
welking etick conteining the homing beacon. The bsacon
will ba monitored by tactical aireraft.

W, Recove rations, 5-11 Jun 1967*

(1) Cperation RIP TIDE
{(a) Due to JCS disapproval of the request for mediom

level photographu, this operation ig at a standstill.

{b) Nghia the original sourcé has sdvised that the
area will bhe floocded by Q;July. At that time the ﬁ;lsoners
will most l4kely be returned to the sampan.

(¢} The collection effort continues and will be
monitored for favorable changes.
(2) Operation SYCAMORE. No change.
{3) operation ANGIER. The source was delayed and should

have been redispatched by 9 June. No conflirming data has been

recelved,
{4) Operation CHEYENNE . .
(a) Reference is mwade to ERIGHT LIGHT report for the
period of 15 - 21 May 67 DTG 2310102 Ref ERIGHT LIGHT

report dropped this operation fram the active 1ist pending

further develcopments. *

(¢) This operation is terminated.

COMUSHACV Mag, 2562/1312502 Jun 67
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(5) Operation SWAP
(a) A source who wishes ms identity to remain unknown,

has reported thntm(tbe Prasumed
Fiis) are dead and he knows O empts whatever.
The bodles are reportedly loczted nesr Hue._ )

(b) Followup is baing made to determine tée detells of
the deaths and location of the bodies with a ‘view toward
recovery action.

(6) Operation GRENADE
(a) Information was received en 10 June from the 135th 10

W o ~} th W o M e

MI Group at Can Tho that two US PWs were being held vicinity 311
of The source of the informatlon was captured 12
by the VC on 3 Jan 1967 and escaped at 1900 on 6 June 1967. 13
The source stated the two US were_brought intc the camp on 14

3 June 67 gnd were there at the time of hie escepe. 15

(b) Aerial photography was flown on the afternoon of 16

9 June and the sources description of the camp was verified 17

by the photo interper;er. It was still inhablted at that 18

ool time. . 19
{¢) 4 JFRC representative was digpatched to Can Tho on 20

10 June for additional debriefing of the source and to obtain 21
the photography. 2z

(¢) MAC COC was briefed on 1l June and the Senior 23
Advisor IV CTZ was tasked by COC to determine the feasibility _2"

of an operation, 25
{e) If an operation is feasible it is anticipated that 26

1t will be conducted on 12 or 13 June. 27

x. Recovery Operations, %2-18 Jun 1967+ o 28
(1) operaticn RIP TIDE. Ko change. T 29
(2) Operation SYCAMORE. Since no progress has been made on 30
this operation since 30 Aprll, 1t is being dropped from the 3
active list pending further developments which warrant its 32
reactivation, ' 3z

Msg, 2703/200955Z Jun 67
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{3) Operation ARGLER. Source was not dlspatthed on § June
as planned. Unknown to JPRC, IIT MAF wae awalting instructions
from MACV to proceed with the operation. Instructions have been
issued to evaluate and determine the feaslblllity of the operation
in the new area and this is in procezs at the Preant time,
The gource will not be dispatched untll a concep; of action
has been determined which can be acted on expedf%iouslg.

[4) operation SWAP. No change.

(5) Operation GRENADE

(a) The operation was deemed feaslble and the Sepilor

Advisor, IV Corps Tacticel Zone (CTZ elected o conduct the
operation the night of 12 June. The concept uaa‘to ingert
& Sesl Team by helicopter during the hours of darkness,

conduct the raid at first light, then exfiltrate by helicopter,

The Sth ARVN Recon Compeny was the standby reactlon force
with the 43rd ARVN Battaljon on one hour alert. -

(b) During a last visual reconnalssance the afternoon
of 12 June a discrep;ncy was noted in the ares descrlbad by
the source and that which was photographed. Another arves
was determined to be the correct target area. 4 24 hour
delay was called to permit photography end re-planning.

(¢} The concept remained the same and the plan was
executed on 13 June with the insertlon of the Sesl Team at
2359 hours. The team made ccontact at 0630 hours with 5 Ve,
Results - 1 VC EKIA, 2 WiA. No friendly casuaslfles. Several

huts were destroyed, one resulting 1n a secondery explosion.

12
13
1)
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

The Bearch disclosged no US or ARVN ng. The Team successfully 27

exfiltrated at 140708 Jun 67. ‘
(d) The source accompanied the raid force and, after
getting into the target ares, determined that this was not

the location where he had been held.

CRET F-82 o : Appendix P
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learned that the camp was moved on 7 June, the day foliowang

hie escape,

(e) On 16 June the source reported that he has now

He has learned of the posslble relocatjicn gite

and 18 attempting to determine Af the US Piés are there.

¥. Recovery Operations, 19-25 Jun 1967+

(1) Cpgretion RIFP TIDE.
Photography of the ares was obtained.

Additional low level oblique

was confronted

with this photography and picked out the same area for the m

camp that had been previously plcked by photao intreperters.

The area ls very heavlily vegeitated and no man mede canstruction

is visible, will returp to

on 27 June to obtain

rrecise measurements from landmarks to the huts allegedly

containing the Pis.
(2) Operation ANGLER. The source was redispatched on

23 June vith.the UHF homer. EFlactronic survelllanse wlll

commence on 2 or 3 July.

(
(

-
¥

3) Operation SWAP. No change.

L) operation GRENADE. No change.

2. Recovery Operations, 26 Jun - 2 July 1967#

(
(
(

1) gperetion RIP TIDE. No change.
2) Operation ANGLER. No change.
3) Operation SWAP. No change.

(4) Operation GRENADE. No change.
(5) Operation QUICK TIME
(a) This operation commenced to develep 10 June 67 when

JFRC recelved information through 5th SFG that four US PHs

were being held just inside Cambodie at coordina.tea.

P

oses as & trader along the border.

Source 1s s FRU reconnaissance unit member who

The information was

provided by several Cambodian traders who stated that there

COMUSHACY Msg, 2B853/2707502 Jun €7

) COMUSMACV Msg, 2977/040715Z Jul 67
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had been s;van US FWs but three had been taken away to an 1

’ unknown destinstion. The PRU source personally cbserved 2
the house (known as house) from a distance of 3

300 yards but did not see the US PWs due to & high fence 4

around the house, 5

(b) Thie informetion tallied with previous information 6

furnished by CRD, Reg IV in March and April from another 7

source that this same house 45 used as a temporary detention @

point and way station. It 1s also alledged that the house 9

- 1ls used for high level W briefings. This souree iz a 10
Campodian businesamen who lives in the area, On 7 April 1

the source saw four US FWs at They were 12

being displayed in the ares for propaganda purpo;ea. 13

(c) Another sighting reported two US FWs kept in this 14

vleinity for several hours and then moved to an unknown 15
destination. : - 16

{d) CRD, Reg IV and 5;h SFG were requested to continue 17

N the colldction effort. Thelr comhined effort, using the 18
o PRU agent, disclecsed that the four US PWs reported on 19
10 June were seen by s trader to be taken into the house 20

en 6 or 7 June and they were moved by vehicle north on 21

Route 93 at 0600 hours, 11 Jun 67. They had been detained 22

there approximately five days. 23
(e) Current atatus 1s as follows: 24

1. A detailed deacription of the house and. é5
surrounding vicinity has been received. 26

2. Oblique photography has beén flown but not ae 27

yet received by JPRC. ) . 28

3. Surveillance has been increased to permit the 29
earliest possible report of the renewed presence of 320

TCP SECRET

US FPWs in order to be able to launch a recovery operetion3l
within the detention pattern time frame of one to four 32

days, 33
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(6) Operation BANDITO

(a) On 27 Jun 67, JPAC received information that a
platoon of the HOA HAO reinforced by 400 Khmer Serail
fought a VC unit Ain Cambedia on 20 mand 21 Jun 67. The VC
lost and the Khmer Seral gained cqstady of nige US PUa;
five Caucasisn apd four Negros. They &re béiné held
approximately 20 km inside Cambadia opposite’Tinh Blen
District, Chau Dot Province, )

{b) The source departed on 27 Jun tc obtain photographs
and ldentities of the FWs with the suggestion that if data
provee setisfactary he can arrange a meeting &long the
border. ,

(¢) Information has been furnished CRD, Reg IV, as to
the amount of money that may be gaid for each returned A7
end, upoa the return of ﬁpe source, & JERC raPpresentative
will go to Chau Doc to asglst in negotiatling the detells of
the release.

(7) Operition STIFF JOINT
(a) Pintail 02, an F+103, was reported do

_ CAP mircraft remained on scene with SAR

gireraft, JOLLY GREEN and AlEs, to arrive 1855H. Pintall
0l had reported a good chute and strong beeper. Ailreraft on
scene dld not have pllot 1n sight but hold a strong beeper.

(b} SAR aircraft errived on scene 1908E and had
difficulty establishing electronlc contect. AlEs reported
receiving ground fire from valley to west of Blte. At
1950H JOLLY GREEN established volce contact with Pimtail 02
and alsc reported recelving gtound f%ie. JOLLY GREEN- was
unable to localize the downed pllot and ag 20211 ell forces
departed area to resume SAR effort at first light.

(¢} 7th AF contacted JFRC and requested & BRIGHT LIGHT

Tean be made avallable for a joint rescue effort to be

o T R T B T R R O U RN '
mm-qcnm.n—mmpou:.m-.:a\m.r:wuu

A

n
=]

21

3!

lnunched from lakhon Ppanom RTIAFE on morning 3 July 4f pilot 32
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location could not be pinpointed. The ERIGHT LIGHT Teenm 1
closed at WKP at 0326H. Additionally, s Combat Spear 2
sircraft with M4A container was deployed to Danang to be 3
on station there available to effect & highpperformance b
drop by FUC of Fulton Ground Station and subsequent HC-130 5
Pickup if needed, 6

(4) AlEs returned to area after first 1ifht 3 July emd 7
established volce contact with Pintall 02. RESCAP flights 8
fterilized the ares and JOLLY GREEK OO moved in for the ] 9
pickup at 0B55E. This time JOLLY GREEN was sble to pinpoint 10
downed pilot's locatlon and, although receiving ground fire, 11
was able to make an ARRS combat save. Survivor was ip good 12
condition. 13

{e) BRIGHT LIGHT assets were returned to base after SAR
effort successfully temipa.ted.

-1

o
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aa. Recovery Operations, 3-9 Jul 19674

(1) Operation RIP TIDE

(a) Late onm 7 July, the source, was peturnsd to
Saigon. On 8 July, the following information was passed %o
JPRC: the former pr.isun guard commander, has now been
transferred from the munitions factory hael:- t-o.guard duty at
the PW camp, The camp has been moved some 1,400 meters marth
of ita previous locetion., There are now si1x US PiHs ;.n the
camp, all in relatively gocd health.-:l.a most anxious to
return to GVN control as a Chieu Hed znd wishes to bring the
six US PWs with him, *

(b)_is currently performing duty {rom 3,200 to
2,400 a5 guard over PWs. There are two other guards, The
only other force in the vicinity_is a local forece VC Pletoon
some distance a\my.'will dispose of the two guards,
cut the chains which secure the PWs during the hou;; of
darkness and lead them over land to the MeKong River (a

— distancé of three to four kllometera) where .]uill be

w walting with a seven-meter sampan to move them all down

river to the border.
(¢) Preliminary planning is being conducted with a view
to use of USN River Patrol Boats in conjunection with

helicopter gunships to rende2vous with-at the border,

off-load the Us P‘ds,-rrom the smpan which
vwould then be sunk, and return to _}Hhich

is the staging area for the patrol.
{(d) Detailed planning and ecoordination will be conducted

early next week with & view toward execution late in -the

week. In the meantime, a plstol with silenecer and chain

dutting tools capable of being smuggled by-into tha

camp are being obtalned.

_ - == —— —— -

-~

71*- s‘j/"c:o__“r-tusmcv Msg, 3106/1108552 Jul 67
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(2) Operation ANGLER. ITI MAP gupveillance for the UHF
homer on 4 July, As of the end of the reporting period it

had not bean detected.

{3) Operation SWAP. No change.

(4) Operation ORENADE. No change.’
' {5) Operation QUICK TIME. Three different atbempts have

- =

been made %o gain usable photography of the area af interest.
None of the photography received has been satisfactory and
- effortas continue to obtain higher quality photography in order
to pin point the house and surroundings for planning purposes.
(6) Operation BANDITO
Heference: COMUSMACY message (S) MACS0G'CITE 3023,
dtg 0707002 Jul 67. It 1s underattod that the RVNAF chain

of command is working out details of the letter of agreement

that will grant permission for the threr Kimer Sera: Companies 15

to enter SVN. The CG, IV-‘CTZ 1s hopeful of receiving 1t or
furthersinstructlons prior to & meeting scheduled for 11
ey July with the Hoa Hac negotiator. The Senlor Advisor, IV
CTZ will have an observer at this meeting.
bb. Recovery Cperatlons, 10-16 Jul 1967%

(1) Operation RIPTIDE

(2) The recovery plan remained as reported previously

wWith two minor changes; (1) Due to duty perilod the
operation was slipped 24 hours s0 that he had the 5200-2400
watch, and (2)-]wou1d acccmpany-to the edge of the
camp and backup'hne he killed the guards, at which
time _]uduld then go into the camp to aasistugn

freeing the prisoners.

(b) The JPRC field team met withUon the morning of
13 July. then informed the team that he had been in the

camp on the previous day and that the silenced 22 platel and

the hacksaw had been buried in the camp.

Wéc MUSIACY Tisg, 323471811222 July 67
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{c) 'The operaticn was activated .on 14 July with the
PBRe on station in the Mekong River Just below the border
by 2230H. The boats remained opn staticn untll first light
walting for the Sampan. Neither the Smpan,.nr-]
appeared and survelillahce was termingted.

(d) On the contingency tnat-]and the Prieraners nad
been able to excapt, but were unable to reaé£ the river and

were rarced to hide during the day due t0 the presance of

g o -~ oW e W A

hastlile forces, the operation was set up to run &gein on the
night of the 15 July, No contact was made thie night, &8nd the 1D
operation was terminated, g 22

{e) The 135th MI Op personnel are making every effort to 12
determine the events which precluded the successful recovery 13
aof six US prisoners. - . 1y

—

(2) Operation ANGLFR, The source should report back about 2223 15

duly with information on the' location of the camp and the 16
status of bhe UHF homer, Electronic surveillance was maintained 17
through 16 July with negative results. 18

(3) Qperation SWAP, 4s nc pragrees has been made on this 18
cperation aince 9 June, 1t ia dropped fTom the Active limt 2Q
pending further developments which warrant it's activation. 21

(¥) Operation GRENADE. As no progress has been made on this 22
operation since 16 June, it is being dropped from the active 23

llst pending further developments which warrant 4t's factivagion. 24

{5) Operation OUICK TIME. No change. 23

(6) Operation BAHDITO. - Y

() The metting listed in the last report took place 27

8% 1035 hours on 11 July.st Can Tho. - - - 28

(b)-]cmer M35, and ARVN S-2, Kien 2%

Phong Province conducted the meeting with co, 30

»JCRD, Reglon IV, represented k3 |

S/h, IV CTZ, 32
CRET F-B¢g Aprendix ¥
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(c)mtold -tha: he would begin negotiations

to return the Khmer Seral to GVN once prof{ of the nine PWs

1a received..asreed to arrange a meeting with-laa

quickly as possible and believes he can bring the proof of
possession to Can Tha abdout 18 July. Proof is to consist of
a group photo of the nine US PWs zand 2 list of thelr npames,

ranka and service numbers.

-

ce. Recovery Operations, 17-23 Jul 19670

{1) Operation RIP TIDE

(a) No further information has been received which would
1ndicate-mte.‘ wife has quéried the Chaw Doc
CRD representative several times as ta-lﬂhereahoucs.

(b) Efforts sre continuing to determine why the operation
failed.

{2) Operation ANGLER

{#) The source returned to Tra Bong District Readquarters
on 14 July and was debriefed on 17 July. )
(b)aThe source arrived in the camp on 2 July, found the
PTADnErs Were gone and did not activate the UHF homer.
(c) The source stated that the US prisoners departed
the camp on 30 Jupne accompanied by 500 VO headed towards Laos,
(d) This operation will not be reported on unless future
developments warrant reactlvation,
{3) Operation QUICK TIME. The PW way station in Cambaodia known

&3 _Haa moved t.c-cm 1 July. photography

ol the new location (approx 18 kilometers East South East or

the 0ld location) has been requested. Periedic surveillance
of this location will be initiated As soon as posgible.’
(4) Operatian BANDITO.

(a)-depar\:ed Can Tho late in the afternocon on 12 July.
His origiﬁal estimate of returning by 18 July with proof of
the U.S. PWs was slipped by CRD Can Tho to 19 or 20 July.

(TUSHA sg, 3367/2512122 Jul 67
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(b)
(5) Other activities,

{a) On 18 July MAGIC STONE 4o4 (Oriskany AUE) was
SAR effort was

has not surfaced as of this date.

downed in the vicinity of
suspended until first light on the morning of 19 July due
heavy automic weapons [ire in the vicinity.o?'the downed
pllot. JPRC was queried at this time a5 to the avallability
of a Bright Light team or other possible JPRC assets. It
was determined that the use of a Bright Light team was not - °
feasible due o the heoatlle AAA environment, and the necessisy
to successfully exfiltrate the tesm by helo arter the pilot
had been located,

(b) At first on the 19th SAR was again acbfvated on HAGIC
STONE 404. The rescue helo was subsequently shot down while

attempting to get in position fér the pickup and SAR was

-
———

agaln suspended. .

(c) JPRC explored tﬁe feasibility of employing the Fultcn
Recovery equlpped cl130 aircraft ror a night pickup, and it
wat determined to be not feasible due to the heavy
concentration 6f AW/AAA/SAM in the immedinte vicinity.

{d) Contact was maintained with the downed pilot
through the 19th and on the morning of the 20th. Two Alas
picked up twe JPRC Mi=A survival kits st DaNang and
dellvered them to the site of MAGIC STONE 404 at 210015H.

{e) There has been no further information on ﬁAGIc

STONE Hod,

dd. Recovery Operstlons, 2U4=3¢ Jul 19671

(1) Operation RIP TIDE .

{a} -]Hii'e made an unannounced trip to an

undisclosed place for three days an 27 July. Indications are

that she could very possibly have some information on the

whereapouts of -]

(b) She will be debriefed on her trip and knowledge
of her husbands ‘activities in the immediate future.

CRET
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(2) Operation EANCITU
(a)-returned to the 135th MI group on 25 July. Tam
stated that he ran into "difficulties" and wai unable to

obtain the identifying dasa on the US P¥s.
(b)-was redispatched on 28 July and instructed to

- -
get the identifying information and report baek not later

than 3 August. !

Recovery Operations, 31 Jul - 6 Aug 1967F
{1) Operation RIP TIDE

(a)leife was debriefed by the 135th MI GP with
no furt <]

(2) Operaticn QUICK TIME. No change

edge o whereabouts determined.

(3} Operaticn BANDITO
{a) _haa not reported back as directed.
(b} The sincerity or-is serlously doubted, aznd he

is rated as a very poor Bource.

(e) Collection efforts are continuing.

(4) Operation SAHARA

{a) This operation was initiated upon receipt of a
debriefinz of & PRU wember who was a8 VC prisoner for s year.
He was imprisoned 1n the vicinity of wWQ 02 77.

{(b) During the first six months of his imprisonment he
was kept 1n the same hut with six US PWs. These six were two

Negroes and four caucasians. One of the pegroes told the PRU

member that he was a medie and had been captured st Hai Yen.
(¢} In January the camp was moved with the YN and US PHs
placed 1n two different camps. The Pﬁh member spent the rest
af his 6 months imprisonment rowing a boat daily from the
Vietnamese camp to the US camp carrying food for the ¥S PWs.
(d) A detailed list of EEI has been furnished the 135th

MI Group for use in a more detailed debriefing.

.- ———

- - - - - - -
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(e) Photo end visual recce will be flown on the suspected

area.

(5) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN

(a) Sinece Jun 67 there have been an increasing number of

1l
2
3
4
US PW sightings in the BS grid zone west of- Quang Ngal. 5
. (b).bﬂ TF Oregon has been advised and JPRG has offered ta 6
Bend a representative in order to bring svailable intelligence 7

into focus and to discuss potential operations. L. 8

{c) Intelligence agencies in the area have been tasked 9

to increase thelr effortse in this area in order that PW camp A0
locatlons may be pinpeointed.
{6) Other Activities . 12

(2) Agent reports have indicated up to nipe US PWa being 13

held by elements of the B-3 Front in Cambodia vicinity YA 54 SOL8
{b) Liason trip betwéen JPRC and representativee aof the 15

co 4th INF DIV bave been accomplished, 16

(e)aCG 4th INF DIV has been granted sutherity to attempt 17

ooy a battle fleld prisoner exchange. 18
(d) The 135th MI CP has furnished the C@ 4th ID an 19

experienced agent handler who is familisr with JPRC and third 20

country operations. The agent from the 135th will advise 21

€O 4th INF DIV of the most sultable method %ec contact the 22

B-3 Front Commander. 23

fr. Recovery Operations, 7-13 Aug 1967*% - 24

{1) Operation RIP TIDE. No information has bzen reseived 25

i as to fate or location, As no progress has been made 26
on this operation since 15 July it 1is dropped from the 1list 27

pending further developments which would™warrant its reactivation.za
(2) Operation QUICK TIME. Photography received did not cover 29

the target area due to camera malfunction. The mission has been 30

re~fragged., N

COMUSMACY Msg, 3722/0811422 Aug 67
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(3) Operation BANDITO, During tbe reporting period it was b
learned that the Deputy Commander of the Hozg Hao unit,- 2
mwas dispatched on 5 Aug 67 with a camera to get piletures of 3
nine US PWa. As of the close of the period he has not 5
returned. - 3

{(4) Operatlon SAHARA. It has been diacovéreqrthat the source, ©

a prisoner released by the VO, is not & member of the FRU as 7
alledged. Attempts to verify his story continue as doee & search 8

for a seceond source of information, )

¢(5) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEM. 10

(&) A JPRC representative spant the pericd 8-10 Aug 67 11

with Task Porce Oregon. Much of the information’collated by 12

JPRC was not known to that hesdquarters. The C~2 was given 13

a thorough briefing on the accumillated sighting data and ih

the TF collection effort "has been intensifiegd. —_ 15

{b} Documents that have been recently captured in the 16

TAOR wepe sent to CDEQ for expedited translation, The initial 17

‘!ﬁﬁﬂg screening indicates some diselosure ¢f names, passible 18
locations, and cadres of PW camps. 15

(6) Other Activities: On 11 Aug 67 a JPRC represedtative 20
visited Headquarters, 4th Inf DAv, to confer with the CO and A
G-2. Their plan of action to contact the B-3 Front Commanpder to 22
negotiate a prisoner exchange was to be presented te the CG 23

for approval on 12 Aug. JPRC assistance was offered to locate 24

NVA prisoners from that Front or funds to pay for release, should 5
either of these be the exchange price. Recruiting continues Tor 26

e suitable individual(s} to establish contact. . 27

gg. Recovery Operations, 14220 Aug 1967% -— - . 28
(1) Operation QUICK TIME 29

{a) Photography flown was again not suitable and 15 being 30

re-flowa. It 1s expected %o be avatlable on or about 23 Aug 67. 31

isg, 3895/1511452 Aug 67
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{b) Although no new information has been received
concerning the new location of the suspected way station
several reports have been received indicating PU camp
Caucasian PWs are alleged to be held along with 40 to 50
Vietnemese, Cambodian and Chinese PWs at the latter locatlon.

Another spurce has reported a2 PW camp in tree houses at.

-Na US were reported held here.

{(¢) In view of all of this mctivity in the general
vieinity the ccllection effort continues.

{(2) Operation BANDITO
(aJ-deputy, met with-(the lguder of the
Khmer Serei} on § August refused %o furnish any praof
of the US PHs aa he did not belte_v'wviﬁteu statement
that his Khmer Seral unii would be accepted into the GVN with
naoa Hao unit.-will not release any U8 PWs until
he sees- Hoa Hao ecross the border into Vietnam. It the
Hoa Hao are allowed 1n,-]uill follow with the Khmer
and the US Pys,
(b).h'a.s detsined by in Cembedla for a shart
period of time due to distrust cr.Durﬂ.n
detentlion he observed two US PW's, the descriptions were

passed to-} whoin turn informed the CRD Can Tho. The

deseriptions included one negro and one caucasian,, one of

whomn repaired radios t‘ar[-]

(¢) XIf the GVN will not allow the Hoa Hao and Khmer Serai
into SVN without proof of the US Pws,'un terminate

negatiations wlth.]‘lr negotlations are temlna.ted',il

has suggested that his forces can effect the release of the
PWs 1f furnished ammunictlon for Bren guns, BARs, Thompson

submachine guns and hand grenaaes.

8] COMUSHACY Msg, 4041/221L067 Aug 67
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{(d) An of the close of the pericd.had not arrived

at Can Tho to pass the above information to

the negotiator for Ca, IV CTZ. JPRC belleves thet the
CG, IV CTZ, is not disposed to continue negotiatilons
without some proof of possession being furnished by[-._l
and-:]although from our standpoint there is little
to be loat and poasible much to he gaineé by gu}ng eleng

Hith‘demﬂnda.

(3) Operation SAHARA. An erroneocus translatilon of the

ariginal Vietnamese debrief of described him as & PRU. When

re=checked, 1t was found that he was a Popular Paorces saldiey.

The collectlion effort continues. v
{4) Operation SHAMROCX SEVENR. MNo change

(5) Other Activities. There has been no change in the

status of the PW Exchange negotiation effert being initisted

by €4, 4th Inf Div. a

CRET
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hh. Recovery Operations, 21.27-August 1967%

(1) Operation QUICK TIME. Photography flown on 23 August
vas unsuitable, Pertinent perscnnel have been briefed on
the photography required and suitshle photography 1s
expected shortly, - -

{(2) Operation BANDITQ, No change. ,

(3) Operation SAHARA, A photographic moaﬂié of the area

of Anterest has been constructed, If the souree is sble to

| -1 Oy W 2o N

identify the camp, raid plenning with SA IV CTZ w#ill commence. 10

{4) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN. JPRC received sdditianal 11
intelligence on the area from III MAF. A JPRC representabive 12
was dispatched to CG III MAF to brief selected personnel 13
en information which JPRC has collated in the area. Aerial 14
photography and infra-red imagery falled to confirm the 15
location of two alleged campa, III MAP intends to passs 16
existing intelligence to CG.Task Force Oregon for further 17
evaluation and study. 18

(5) OQe:ation LUCKY LEAFP 19

(a) JPRC received an abbreviated debriefing report of 20

PW soldier who was captured by the VC in 1962, and escaped 21

on 9 August 1967. Two U.S. personnel were brought to 22
the camp during April of 1965. One of the US was a negro 23
Master Sergeant, the other being a caucsaian Captain, 24

(b) In February 1967, the source was detalled to camp 25
wWork parties which obtained rish and cut wocd. He was 26
able to escape from his guard while rishing. 27

{c) Photography of the area was shown to the source and 28

he was able to identify work and fishing sites., Subsequently,Z29

he was flown over the area by a PAC, and was abie to 30
localize the camp location by tree patterns %o within 31
200 meters, 32

HUSMACY Disg, 4183/291131Z Aug 67
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{d) Source was polygraphed with no deceptlon noted. 1
- {e) On the basis of the scurce being able to 2
( / localize the camp, with corroborating information, 3
. raid planning was initisted. Planning for this mission 2
continues with a target date for executlon approximataly S
13 Septembar 1967. e 6
) (6) Cther Aectivities, Hth Infantry Division Exchange 7
. Program. No further information. - 8
11, Recovery Operations, 28 August-3 September 19671 v 9
w (1) Operation QUICK TIME, No change. 10
(2) Operstion BANDITO. No chenge. . | n
(3) Dperation SARARA 12
13
14
15
(b) The source stated that he was willing to domtact & 16
friend who was the camp :ammander in an effort to persusde 1?7
- him to rally with the three US PWs allegedly held, 18
(¢) The sgurce was polygraphed with questionable results,l9
{d) Debrief of the source iz continuing. 20
(4) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN 2]
(a) On 1 September, the 2nd Bn, 502nd, Adrborne 22
Infantry of Task Force OREGON raided FW campa at- 23
- TWwenty=-two indigenous personnel wera 24
removed from the camp at[-] The breakdcw;n ot ‘25
the personnel is as follows: One VC 26
One RFP PVT 27
One CIDG PVT 28
Three Civil Defendents 23
Sixteen Innocent Civilians 30
(b) The camp at-did not contain any 'prisuners,Bl
however, the raid force reported evidence that US PWs had 32
been held in that locaticn. Battlefield interrogation 33
S HMACV Hsg, 4299/0511402 Sep 67
" TOP_SECRET P-58 Appendix F
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i of the individuals recovered &t -nﬂicated

approximately 30 days previoualy,
. (¢} A1l recoverad VNs have been turned over to the
135th MI QP to determine their knowledge of US FWa, and

camp proecedures,

that US PHs had been in the camp, bubt evacuated

,
(d) The SHAMROCK SEVEN area remains an area of_intense

interest to JPRC and information concerning US PH= in

this vieinlty will continue to be retively pursued,

(5) Operation LUCKY LEAPF.

JPRC is attempting to nmove

the raid target date from 15 September to 9 September in

an effort tc execute the rald gs soon as practiloeal.

(6) Other Activitiea. A4th Infantry Division Exchange

Program. No change.

Al
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JJ. Recovery Overations, 4-10 September 1967* 1
(1) Operation QUICK TIME, ' 2
(a) Suitable photography of thils area has been obtained. 3
Initial readout falled to verlify the location of the sus- 4
pected Way station. - - 5
(b} A detaill analysis of the photogriph% ¥Hill be made, 6

(2) Qperation BANDITO . 7
{a) No contact has been made uitb.a;t‘ Heoa Hso armﬂ

of the Khmer Seral since 5 August. 9
(b) €0, Regilon IV 135th MI GP has been requested to 10

develop new sources or means of communicating with the Hoa Hadl

and Xhmer Seral units who allegedly hold the US priscpars. 12

(3) gperation LUCKY LEAF 13

(a) This gperation 13 scheduled to be conducted on 14
1 Octaober under control bf SA IV CIZ. The postponement 15
from the previously ache'c‘luled date of 13 September was 16
made to.permnit addifdonal time for planning and rehearsal 17
by peraonnel who will conduct the operation. 18

(b} The tentative plan is to use Special Forces personnel 29

to sssault and secure the camp while a reserve force 18 kept <20

/I\

in position to react immedietely to the needs ol the 21
situation. 22
(4) Operation SAHARA 23
(a) The aou.rce,‘was unable to locate the PW camp 2 &—
on & photographic mosale of the area. 25
(h).will be flown on en aerial reconneissance of the 26 &—
area. ' 27
(5) Operation SHAMROCK VII. FRo furtier ififormation. 28

(6) Qther Activities. Uth infantry Division Exchange Program.2?

The unit 1s s£ll] trying to develop a suitable source to 30
contact the B-3 Front Commander, 31

f =5 éOMUSMIEV msg, 4435/121211Z Sep 67
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kk. Recovery Operations, 11-17 September 1967#%

1) Operation QUICK TIME _ .
{8) Detailed readout of photography failed to

indicate the location of the suspected way station.

(b) Becnuse information nes not been developed as
expocted, this operation is being dropped iraﬁ'the aptive
1lis8t of projeots. s
{2) Operation BANDITOQ. No new developments.

{3) Operation LUCKY LEAP .
(a) Planning continues.
{(b) JPRC furnished SA IV CTZ with aresa,analygis charts

chtained for them from the Combined Intelligence Center

VYietnam, )

(4) Operation SAHARA. !waa flown on 8 VR on 16 September.
He pointed out, as the camp locatiéh, an &rea 20 KM 3W of the

erea originally claimed, IPRC requested Reglon IV, I35th
o

MI Gp, to attempt to reconclle this discrepancy.
{5) Opetation SHAMROCK VII. No further information.

[6) Other Activities, 4#th Infantry Division Exchange,

Ho ohange.
11, Recovery UOperations 18-24 September 1067#%
(1) Operation BANDITO _

(a) No contact has been mede with the oripinal source

{v) Region IV, 135th MI GP, has been Unable to develop
& neW Source to contact the Roe Hao or Ehmer Sarai. Unles=s
recrulting erforts are zuccessful py 30 September 1967,
this operation will be dropped from the sctive 1list of
prolects. .

(2) Operation LUCKY LEAF

(a)} Planning continues,
{b) US 25th Infantry Division will provide a battalien

pized reaction forece for this operation.

TV Msg, 4603/1912322 Sep 67
COMUSIMACY Msg, W776/26121BZ Sep 67
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(4)

(c) Schedule of events:

1. 1 Octcber - Infiltration by Special Forces
personnel.

2. 1-5 Gotober - Movement $o and reconnaissance
of targst. A determination will be msde 24 to 36

hours after infiltration us to recommended movement

time of the reaction force, -
3. 4=6 October - Movement of reaction force to
staging area and deployment., Linkup of reaction and
rocovery force and extraction of POus,
k. 6-8 October - Debriefing of recovery force and
preparation of after actlon report. .

Cperation SAHARA. No new developments.

Operation SHAMROCK VII _
{a) Recapitulation. .This pickname was assigned to an

area in which a large number of POW sightinga had been

made. A rald conducted in this area on 1 September resulted
®

in the recovery of 20 VN personnel held captlve by the

VvC.

Interrogation of returnees has not revealed any new

information on US PHs or VC camp procedures.

{(b) Reference to this erea ss SHAMROCK VII ares 1s no

longer econsjdered useful and will be discontlnued with this

report. Future operations in the area will be assigned

individual nickmanes,

(5) Operation BATON ARROW

{a) On 22 September, the JPRC received a report indicating

that two US POWe were being exhibited by a VC foree in Vinh

Binh Provinee, This.information was.recelved from xéo

separate aources who belleved that they knew where additional

exhlblts were to be held.

{v) Acting upon this information, a JPRC representative

vis{ted Can Tho to determine Lf a recovery operation was

feasible,

F-102 Appendix P
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(¢) At present, there is insufficient intelligence
to launch an operation; hoWwever, all avallable resources
are being utilized in an attempt to digcover the location

of the POWa,
(d) The nicknams BATON ARROW has been assigned to this

B.cti\fity .
{6) Other Activities. Uth Infantry Division Exchange.

No change. -
mn. Recover erations, 25 Sentemher-1 October 1967%
- (1) Operation LUCKY LEAF

{a) Operations began at scheduled with the infiltration

of Special Porces peraonnsl into the area on the night of
1-2 Octeber, ‘

{b) The seaction force for thls operation 1s a battalion
from the US 9th Infantry Division. The BRIGHT LIGHT report
for the pericd 1B through 25 September 1967 erronewmaly
reported this unit &s a gnttalion from the 25th US Infantry
Divislon.

{2) ¢gperation SAHARA. !No new developments.

(3) Operation BATON ARROV
{a) There has been no sighting of the US POWs since the

ones reported to JPRC on 22 September.

(b) No informatlon has been received from the original
dources since 21 Septegher,

{c) A measenger has been dispatched £o re-sstabligh
eontact with the original sources.
{4) operation BANDITO -

(a) No contact with the origilnal source-ﬂgglon Iv,

135th MI GP, has been unable to reerdlt a source to

contact the Heoa Hao or Khmer Seral.
(b) This project is being dropped Trom the active list

of prajects,

:;Eﬁiggﬁﬁﬁﬁxcv Msg, 4919/0311472 Oct 67
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nn. Reogvery Operations, 2-8 October 19571

(1) Cperation LUCKY LEAV - e

{a) The USSF tean was inTiltrated into ths arsa early
in the morning of 2 Octocber. The team ramafned in_the
area for 36 hours searciing for figns af the camp.
The team wes exfllled at 1700 on 3 October without finding
avidence of & camp and without contact with hostile forces.
{b) The Vietnamese source was returned tc Can Tho and
turned over to the Vietnawese Spocial Forcea 8=2 for
interrogation. .During this interrogation it became apperent
that the source had falsified several statements. He hag
been previously polygraphed with no adverae react{EES.
(c) This operation was terminated on 3 Ootcber without
committing reaction‘forees.
(2) Operation SAHARA

(3) Operation BATON ARROW. The messenger has not returned,

and no further information is avallablae,
(4) U4th Infantry Division, No change.

Féﬁm—rmﬂ_ ATV Msg, 5039/101108Z Oct 67
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oo, Recovery Operations, §-15 October 1967¢

' (1) Operation LUCKY LEAF. This operation terminated
on 3 October 1967. Subsequent interrogation of source
fallad to reveal any naw information. Thie report 1s being
dropped from the active list,

(3) Operation BATON ARROW._ No new developments.
(4) Operation RIP TIDE, This operation was closed out

on 13 August 1967; however, the source of the "operation,
-haa been arrested by the MSS and being interrogated

by them.
(a) Operation RIP TIDE was executed on.l4 and 15 July

1967 ,with regative resulfs, —
{b) The concept of tbe operation was as follows:

three remaining guards and release the six US POWs.

2. Upon the release of the FPOMWs —]and

the POWa were to travel pick

up a sampan that had been hidden there, and bring the

3. The sampan was to be met just below the border by
8ix PBRa, the people taken off and the sampan deatroyed.

(@ me 735 vere o SNSRI -

below the border on the night .of the 14/15th until firgt
light with no contact. The forces were returned to the
surveillance area the night of the 15/16th in the hope that
the release had been delayed 24 hours by!for an

unknown reasaon.

COMUSMACY Msg, 5207/1713242 Oct 67
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{d) Freliminary interrogaticn ar-by the 135th

MI GP indicates:

1. The POWs probably were there during July.
2. ‘.l‘hat-did not carry out his part of the

operation due to fear of being unsuccessful,

- . e

- {s) has been turned over to the M3SS for a

h thorough interrogation.

»
>

. (5) ith Infantry Division, 149th NI OF has been directed

t0 recruit and develop & source to contact tha B-3 front

commander,
'pp. Regover eratione, 16-23 Qctohepr 1967%

(1) Operation SAHAR

P-106
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TOP SECRET .

(e} This project i1s elosed. .

(’ ' (2) Special Recovery i

(a) On 181120 October 1967, & villager fronm
A --» - +o: o

Americans were tryling to get into South Vistpam from

Cambodiz. The information was passed thrnugh Speecial
Porces and CRD chennela. Representatives o} both .

B these organizations took actions $o recover the personnel.

(b) On 200600 October,mm‘m olains to be a
Hungarian, managed to elud hordties, erossed
the border into SVN, and turned himselfl in at a PP outpost -
in Chau Doc Provinee _] -uaa taken to the
24th EVAC Hospital, Long Binh.

{c) Initlal interrogation reveals that he has no know-
ledge of US POWs, [.Jnlaims that he voluntafil_y__
entered Cambodia, and that he was being held by Cambodlans
PHNOM PENH for deportation to Hungary, elected %o

: escape ;rom Cambodia and attempt entry iAnte SVN. He was
accompanied in his escape by en individual, one of twelve,
who claims to have been working for the US in SVN, -
and this man parted compeny at the Cambodian/3VN border when
they were taken under fire by a Cembodien outpost. Subse-
quent information indicated that this man has been
recaptured by the VC. The twelve individusls menticned
above -were dressed in camouflage sults of the same type
worn by CIDO personnel. -

{d)-]'phyaical condition is considered to be good.

He was initially interrogated.by members of the 135th MI GP,

(e)The AMEMB, Saigon, is aware of and 1s taking

action to determine his status,

{r) This is a one time report.

TQP SEQ&_EI"_ F=107 Appendix B
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qQq. Recover& Operations 24=30 Osctobexr 1967%

., (1) Operation BANDITO
(r {a) This operation was dropped from the active 1llst

n

ty

of projects on 3 October 1967 because no contact could be L

made with the original aource,!? and a suitable

in

source could not be reeruited to re-establish contact 6

wlth the Hoa Hao or Khmer Serzl unlts in Cambedia. 7

3 (b) On 23 Octaher 1967, & new source came to the e
attention of JPRC. states that he wau 2

% sent to Saigon to contact representabtives of the 1o
Vietnamese government for the purpose of negetiating an - 12

agreement to return a 620 man Hoa Hao Unit, now located in 12

Cambodia, to government control, !has been at this 13

effort in Saigon since 15 May 1967, 1k

(¢) The documents carried by ppear authentic. 15

M alleges that the Hoa Hac unit holds elght DS persennel. 1€
ol
For this reason, and because of the similarity between this 17

and thespast history of BANDITO, this development will be 18
! explored further by JFPFRC. i3
(2) Operation WAYFARER 20

(a) Since 9 September 1967, there have been 11 reports cl

of US POWs being sighted in Dinh Tuong Frovince, 22
{b) Each report refers to two or three US POWs being 23
escorted by & heavily armed VG force. 2k
{(c) In an attempt to increase the collectian e;rfort, " 25

and f£1x the locatlon of the POWs, a JPRC representative 26
will brief representatives of the intelligence collection 27
agencies operating in the area of the reported sightings. 28
{a) The code name WAYFARER has been asslgned to this 29
operation, 3Q
(3) Bth Infantry Division Neogitations. No new 31
developments, 32

(/:,{SI‘COMUSMACV Msg, 5542/011338Z Nov 67
~
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1

rr. Recovery Operations, 31 Octcber-6 November 1967%

(1) Operatlion BANDITO

* + (&) Several mestings have been held with_

-)to discuss the situation and conditlons for release
of the US personnel being held by the Hoa Hag. Thers

have been no new developments.

r
(b) Investigation ofj background leads to doubts

concerning the valldity of hias statements; however, the
character of the VN indlividuals who are aponsoﬁng@
1s such that a certain smount of credence must be glven
to his atory.

{c) JPRC w11l continue to develop thils situation.
(2) Operation WAYPARER. Ko new developments,

(3) 4th Infantry Division. No new developments.
(4) Other Activities,

U5 Army sergeants,

are to be ‘.‘rEleased by the KLF of VN, JPRC is monitoring
the actlons being taken to recelve these individuals if and
when they are releassed,

83, Recovery Operations, 7-13 November 1067#%

(1) cperation BANDITO

{a) Continued interviews and investigations of_

‘ the new source, revealed him to be a prevaricator
who had fabricated his bona fides,

(v) This operation will be held in abeyance until a new

source 1s found,

(2) Operation WAYFARER. No new developments.

(3) 4th Infantry Division. No new developments,

{4) Prisoner Relsase

OMUSIAACY Msg, 5698/0712552 Nov 67
COMUSMACY Msg, 5822/101307Z Nov 67 . -
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{a) JPRC coordinated and planned with other agencles to
arrange for immediate care and debriefing of the three
US POWs released in Cambodia by the VC, These efforts
were negated due to the clrcumstancea of releszse.

(b) The three sergeants wlll be debriefed in CONUS by
members of the 525th MI GF, USARV, who are familisr

»
F)

with end respcnsive to JPRC requirementa.

(5) Rescue of US Personnel. On & November, this organization
coordinated & rescue effort in lLaos that resulted in the
recovery of four US peraonnel, SO0Q assets alsc located six
US KIA in the area, These six had previously heen listed
as MIA as a presult of the same incident. '

tt. Recovery Operations, 1L-20 November 1967%

(1) Operation WAYFARER. No new developments,

{2) Operation RIP TIDE _ _
(a) the sourep of thils operaticn, has been

debriefed by the MSS'. A recapitulation of the RIP TIDE
operatign is given in the BRIGHT LIQHT report for the
period 9 October through 15 Cetcber 1967. Debriefing
failed to reveal any reason rorﬂ fallure to carry
ocut his part of the operation other than that he was too
scared.

(h)E—j the MSS captain who debriered-

believes that there is scme valldity to the basic story

presented byﬁ The captain visiten-l and has

made contact with another individual -._vho has knowledge
of the camp, )introduced thls source to@

() who statea frankly thet he 4s motivated
by the possibility of the reward, believes that hs can
develop other sources of information on this camp loecation,

and posslbly carry off a recovery operation.

::;B COMUSTACY Msg, 5971/2110442 Yov 67
TOP_SECRET F-110 Appendix F
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(d)!does not trust ﬁ and does not iptend
to have him associated with the operation -in
coordination with a special agent of the 525th MI GP is
developing a plan of operation.

(e} JPRC will monitor and asslst.

(3) Operation DAMP ABBEY

{a) On 8 November, a walk-in source at Uet B-55,
5th SFGA, Sgigon stated that he knew of two US POWs who

were belng held In &' tunnel under a pagoeda near My Tho

(b) He stated that he would return to Det B-55 on 1li
November with a friend from MY THO who had seen the POWa
and would produce photographs of them and prun‘de the
exact location of the tunnel.

{(¢) Source failed to return on 11 November and it was
subsequently learned t:ha;‘: he had been arrested by “the
National Pollce on ar a‘b.out 14 November., He 1s being held

in Jail™in Saigon, éharge unknown.

hy

LYY

M

m -

18

(d) Military Intelligence {the Centrsl Registry Detachment) S

1s now handling the case and will attempt to contaet the
saurce Or his wife in order to learn the identify of the
individual in My Tho who is the actusl source of information
concerning the US POWa,

(e) The name DAMP ABBEY has veen assigned to this
operatlon, .
(%) 4th Infantry Division._ No new developments.
(5) JPRC submitted EEI to the USAINTC for debriefing of

JPRC 1s closely monitoring
the debriefinga of these individuals with & view toward
determining the exact location of the camp or camps in which

4

they were helqd,

RET P-111 Appendix P
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uu. Recovery Operatlons, 21-27 November 1957%

(1)

]
Operation WAYFARER
{a) on 22 November 1967, two reports were received

of sightings of U5 POWs 1n the WAYFARER area on 15

November 1967. Both sights were of US POWs-belng

moved under VC guard, .

4

{b) On 25 November 1967, a report was received of &

lone US PCW being held in a cottage in s hamlet reported

to be pratectad by two VC companles.

(¢) In both above instances it was not possible to

take setion since the source's information was dated.

(@) Attempted recovery operation in the area would

be extremely difficult for the followlng reasons:

withe

(2)

A. It 1a diffieult to obtein detalled timely
Information on US POWE in the area nlnee the srea is
under V¢ control.

» 2. The US POWs appear %o be heavily guarded by the
ve.

3. It s diffiéult to fix the location of the US
POMa gince a majority of the reports received since
9 September 1967 indicate they have been cbserved moving
under VC escort. They do not appear to be kept in the
game area for more than a few days and there is no

indicstion of a permanent POW camp in thls area.

Operation RIP TIDE

(a)-as been released by the MSS and 15 no longer

associated with the operation,

(b) @or the MSS in coordination with & -

speclal agent ol the 525th MI GP 18 attempting to develop

new sources in the CHAU DOC area,

: ZEH:%OAUEHECV Msg, 6088/2813092 Nov &7 ]
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(e) JPRC will monitor and assist. 1

(3) Operation DAMP ABBEY 2
(a) Special agents of military intelligence (the 3
Central Reglstry Detachment) have been denied access to Ll
the walk-in source who 18 presently 1n jall in Salgon 5
under VN control. - 6
{b) They are now attempting to locate gnd contact the 7
wife of the walk-in. She is reported to know the - 8
individual in MY THO who 1s the actual source of informatien 39
concerning the US PoWs. 10
(4) Lth Infamtry Division Exchange . ’ 11
(a) The 4th Infantry Division proposes to dispateh 12

& NVA prisoner, recently captured in DAK TO aréa, to 13
the B-3 Front Commander With a message that proposes a 2
15

Battlefield exchange of POWs,
{b) The letter, in both English and Vietnames®, would 6
KY

propose a one-lor-~one exchange of priscners of c¢omparable -

rank. The letter provides detalled informaticn far the a8

o B-3 Front Commander as t0 methods by which he can 19
20

communicate his acceptance or rejectlon of the proposal,

or hls willingnass to negotiate the exchange, A sultahle é

location in SVN, near the SE NAN River border with 22
Cambodla will be propesed as the site of the exchange, or 23
negotiations if required. The letter further stlpulates 25
that should he agree to the exchange or to negotiate the 25
exchange, esch delegation shall not exceed ten meni each t26
delegation will display & white flag of truce, and the 27
displey of National Flags will be prohibited; the combat 23
forces of either side may be no closer than 5 kilometers 23

from the exchange site; that the exchange or negotiations 30
will be without ceremony &nd that photeography will not 1

be permitted. 32

ro CRET ,
: Appendix F

7-113

- - Avpendix F

[L']



/ 1
M ——— n = h
"

(¢) The plan envizions a one-for-one exchange as afn
initial proposal. However, the H4th Division will be pre-
pared to negotlate for an lnecreased ratlo of NVA to 05
should they so request., Also, JPRC has indicated that a
sum of up to $5,000 may be offered during any, initial
negotiations for each Lth Div member now in the hands of
the NVA. g

{d} &th Div has requested authority to dispatch the
NVA prisoner with the letter proposing the exchange of
the Hth Div prisoners now in the hands of the NVA for a
like number of NVA prisoners captured by the 4th Div.
Additionally, they have requested authority to.negotiate
the number and rank of priscners to be exchanged for

personnel now held by tha NVA. .
(e) Permission has heen passed for Uth Div to__

initiate theirpproposed.plan.

2. JPRC representatives will visit Can Tho on

2B Nov to pass available information to the IV GORPS
G-2 and 0-3 advisors and Company D, Sth SFOA.
Passibilities of a recovery operation will also be

discussed.

|
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vv., Recovery Operations, 28 Nov-i Dee 1967% . ..
(1) Operation WAYPARER, Mo new developments.
(2) Operation RIP TIDE. JPRC has made arrangements to

transport of the MS3 and a speclal agent of the

525 MI QP to Chau Doc to inltiate a program to develop new
sources of information on the camp location as proposed by

in mid-~-November.

(3) Operation DAMP ABBEY .
{a) 525 MI GP has been unable to make contget with

the walk-in source of information for this cperation,

vho 18 being held in jail in Sailgaon. —_—
{b) Investigation Of.[i police record indicates
that iq\July 1957, he as dismissed by USOM, AMEMB, for

he was arrested for organizing the NATIONAL SALVATION
PRONT and charged with plotting treason. There is no

record of the action that was taken in either ecase.

{¢) The 525 MI GP is attempting tc contact wWith wife

of to determine whether or not she has knowledge of

the information passed by

(4) Operation DARK JUNGLE

{a) On 24 Nov, €I, III MAP received a repoprt from the
3d Marine Division which indicated the possibility of =

VC prison camp containing 100 prisoners located within

the grid squarm

(b) There have been three other reports of Y camps

being located in that general area.

Férmmv Msg, 6221/051253Z Dec 67

L XS] CUNUSTIACY Msg. 622170512532 Dec 67

1llegal use of government equipment; and in August 1950,
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{c) An aircraft on & photography mission over the 1

area drew fire from positlons estimated asﬁ and 2

’ ‘ An airerart equipped with Ainfra-red sensors 3
flew a second mission over the area and also drew ground 4

fire from unknown poaitions. Thls aircraft .detected 5

numerous heat emlssions from this area. 6

{d) Additional photography of the area‘§111 be flown 7

] a3 soon as weather permita, and Af the location of cemp . 8
can be fixed, a recovery operation will be conducted. 9

(e) The name DARK JUNGLE has been assigned to this 10

operation. 11

(5) hth Infantry Division Exchange. No nev developments. 12
(6}

ww, Recovery Operations 5-11 Dec 1G67% 3a

(1) Operation WAYFARER. No new developments. i

f:t?)’“com‘u‘sm‘cv‘ Msg, 63B59/121300Z Dec 67
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{2) Operation RIP TIDE. of the MSS and & Special

Agent of the 525 MI GP are presently in Chau Dog setting up
& program to develop the new sources of information on the
location of the PY camp in Cambodia.

{3) Operation DARK JUNGLE . .« am

{(a) Aerial photography of the operationfl area floun
on 7 Dec falled to confirm the location a{'exiatence ol
the suspected camp contalning ARVN PUs.

(b) Enemy strength in the area prevents ground
reconnalssance. The nearest peoint at which helicopters
ean land 1s five kilometers from the suspected eamp sita.
A surprise airmobille assault against the camp would be
impossible,

{¢) Unless new information developa which would
warrant committing a large force in & recovery aperation,
there is no plan to take immediste action against this
alleged sgite. .

(d; Activity in this area will be monitored, but no
further reports on thia'operation #1ll be made unless
signifieant information develops.

{8) Operation TEAMSTER
(a) Since early Nov, JPRC has received three reports

from the 525 MI @GP indicating four possible PW camps
along the Bien Hoa-Laong Khanh Province border, northeasat
of Xuan Loc.

{b) On 8 Dec, a JPRC representative visited Zuan Loc
and discussed the situation with intelligence peraonnel
there. Since there.are no other sources .avallable Hlth
access to the area where the camps are allegedly located,
it was decided to send a small reconnalssance team into
the area.

(¢) The team will be provided by the Long Khanh
Provinecial Reconnaissance Unit (PRU), and 1s tentatively

Bcheduled to infiltrate the area late next week, Its

i
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£ mission is to determine 1f there are camps containing 1
l US P¥Ws in the area gnd obtain sufficient data to launch 2
a recovery operatlon. 3

(d) In order to assist in the reconnaissance, JPRC y

wlll provide the Chief, Long Khanh PRU with.sll avall- 5

able data, to include geripl photography, %Ftormation 6

reports, and EEI. - 7

i (e) This operation has been given the code name 8
TEAMSTER. 9

(5) Operation DAMP ABBEY : 10

(a) A special agent of the 525 MI GF contacted the !

vwife of the walk-in. However, she was unable to provide 12

him with the identity of the individual in My ‘fho, wheo 13

allegedly lmows the location of.the twa US PWs, 1y

(b} It 15 believed that the walk-in, presently_in 15

Jail in Saigon, is the odnly person who can identify the 16

_ indivigyal in Hy Thp. Thus far, the 525 MI QP has been 17
denied access to the walk-in by the National Police. 18

(¢) Further attempts will be made to contact the 19

walk-in through an 0SA liaison officer to the National 20

Police. If this is unsuccessful, the cperation will be 21

terminated. 22

{6) Uth Infantry Division Hegotiationa 23

(a) JPRC representatives visited the headquarters of . 24

the 4th Inf Div and were briefed on the status and progress 25
of this operation. -
(b) A message will be dispatched within 10 days to the 27

B-3 Front Commander -via a captured V£ soldler. . 28

) T Y 29
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X%. Racovery Operationa, 12-18 Dec 1967*%

[Sar

P P

L

{1) Operation WAYFARER

{a) There have been no reported sightings from the
WAYFARER area since 24 Nov.

COMUSMACY Hag, 6529/191241Z Dec 67
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{b) This project is being dropped Irom the active
list pending further information which would warrant
ifs reactivation.

(2) Operation RIP TIDE

(a)ﬁo!‘ the MSS and the Special Agent of the
525 MI GP returned from Chau Doc on 12 Dae.

(b) ﬁhaa established contact with a number

of indlviduale who he believes will be able to provide

informetion on possible US priseners being held in
Cambodia.

{3) Operation TEAMSTER. No new developments.

{4) Operation DAMP ABBEY s

(a) US intelligence collection agencies have been

unable to gain access to the original soureg, ?

Uwho we belleve to he in the Salgon Jall. Ou_a._ll Dec,

representatives of the National Police wWere querled a&s
to his “atatus, and they denied that he had ever been )
arrested, This is contrary tco information received on
21 Nov from Deputy Chilef, Planning
Pivision, Speclal Police Branch of the National Police
who stated that_had been arrested for illegal
possession of false papers on or about 14 Nov.

(b} This conflicting information has been given to

the 0SA Advisor to the Speclal Branch, Vietnamese. Natlonal
Police who will use it to attempt to obtaln access to DUC.

(5) Ath Infantry Division Negotiations. No new develop-

ments.

{6}
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yy. Becovery Operations, 19-25 Dec 1967*

(1) Operation WAYFARER.

No new developments.

(2) Operation

No new developmenta.

(3) Operation

No new developments.

{4) Operation

DAMP ABBEY. No new developments

(5} Operation

BLACK KNIGHT

' “sg, 666572612452 Dec 67
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Operations, 26=31 Dec 1967%

Zz. Recove
(1) Cperation RIP TIDE. Ho new developments.
(2) Operation TEAMSTER. No new developments.

{3) Operation DAMP ABBEY. No new developmehta.
(4) Operation BLACK XNIGHT
(a) JCS stated that unless additlonal intelligence

0D o - O U & W N

-

i
s
o

dictatees the requirement for mn lmmediate reaponse, the

operation should not be executed until at least one week 11
after the TET cease fire and then only with priocr 12
Washington approwval. 13

N Wép—‘c MUSFACY Msg, 20/0212562 Jan 68
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. a, JPRC EVALUATION, 1967
{ 1. )} CINCPAC Joint Survey Team

- o

£

a. In November 1967, a Joint Survey Team convened at
CINCPAC Herdquarters to undertske a comprehensive study of
MACS0OG programs. The team conducted & survey of tha JPRC,
its activities, plans and programs, snd provided phe

Ll
following conelusions and recommendations concerning the
Centeyp: YCONCLUSIONS

"(1l) The new JTD, modified to retain the ona 04
intelligence officer space, wlll be adequate to acconm-
plish the JPRC mission.

1(2) The terms of reference provide asdequate
authority for the JPRC to perform its functiona and
diacharge ita responsibilities.

®(3) Sufficlent communications facllities are avail-

able to the JPRC to permit the full scope of opera=
tions envisioned by the miasion.

"(4)

"(5) The largest single problem in location and
recovery of detained US/FWMAF personnel is the lack of
timely and accurate intelligence data.

"(6) The JPRC is operating in accordance with the
germs of reference lssued by CINCPAC, as approved by
CS.

n(7) The present JPRC has very high potential, com-
petent, vell qualified leadership, and all personnel
possess the required skills and are well motivated
toward the mission.

"(8) Escape and Evasion programs conducted by the
services in SEASIA are progressing in a satisfaotory
manner. JPRC l1s monitoring these progrem ¢losely in
an attempt to standardize casualty/MIA/detainee
reporting procedures.

f(9) The JPRC past-hostilities plan (mow in draft
form) is adequate, and will fulfill the prisoner de-
briefing requirements.

"RAECOMMENDATIORS

(1) That the 04 intelligence officert's position be
retained vice the 03 recommended in the new JTD.

n(2)

relating to confinement and movement of US/FPWMAF
detalnees. To this end, MACSOG should coordinate with

TOP T
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TAP to arrive at a mutual agreement on- sorties, data to
~ be collected, area of interast, etec. "If Tequired, a
SICR should be igsued to obtain this data.

R(3) That COMUSMACV design a stapdard procedure for
casualty/MIA/detainee reporting and the meintensnce of
peraonal data files (photos, suthenticatlon systems,
emergency addresses, ete.) for use by all services in
SBASIA. - e

“(§) That the JPRC contimie in its prasent line of
endeavor. It serves an extremely useful purpose in that
no other organizatlon or agency provides a central paint
or focal point for data on MIA/detainees in SEASIA.

T(5) That MACSOG explore the feasibility of developing
singleton agent assets specizlly qualified and trained
- for introduction intoc NVN for the purpose of penetrating
POW camps for intelligense purpases and to persuads
selected POW guardas to defect with prisoners, or permit
eclandestine operations within the prison."t

b. CCOMUSMACVs comments on the above recommendations were
as followa:
7{1) Recommendatiocn: COMUSMACV should take metion to:

Retain the DY intelligence officer's position
in the pew JTD vice the ‘recommended g3.

MACY Comment: Concur. A change request will be
forwarded as sqan ap the proposed MACSOG JTD, dased
- 30 Qct 67, i1s approved.

( ' "{2) Recommendation:

n ‘ relating !o !cunfinemen!!movement of

U.S./ FUHMAF detainees.

MACQY Comment : Qneur.,

3 forwarded
om MACV to CINCPAC on 12 Jan 68, stating the
requlrement for increased intelligende collection
relating to confinement or movement of prisoners of
war, -

"{3) Recommendation:

Design a standard procedure for casualty/MIA/
detainee reporting and for the maintenance of
personnel data files for use by all Services in
Southeast Asla. .

»

MACY Comment: MACY non-concurs in the CINCPAC/ -

JCS Joint Survey Team recommendation that a standard
procedure for casuallty/HMIA/deteinee reporting and
for the maintenance of personal data files for use by
all seryices be established in Southeast Asia. Each
military service has developed procedures and forms
te satisfy their particular requirements. The infor-
mation required by the JPRC 1s contdained in all three

ormats; therefore, a standardized form ls not required.
Tequired,

5) CINCPAC letter serlal 0001 of 2 January 1568; Subject:
Report of Review of MAGSOG Programs (G)

, TOP SECRET F-125 Appendix ®
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() Recommendation:

Explore the feasibility of introducing singleton
agents into POW camps in NVN to persuade guards to
defect or permit clandesting operations within the
prison.

MACY Comment: MACSOG has evaluated the feasibility
of intrecducing singleton agents into POW camps in HVN.
Such an operation is feasible if qualified”personnel
can be ‘recruited. Existing TIMBERWORK Teams are not

4 conaidered capable of such operations/ At this time,"®

[

2, AD HOC Evaluation Group
" a. COMUSMACV, in December 1967, formed an AD HOC Evaluation ,

Group (AHEQ) to exanine the operations of MACSOC and determina
whether the results achleved were commengurate with the resources

compltted to its support. The Evaluation Group's eveluation of

the JPRC 18 contained in Tab 5. .
b. Aware of the survey of MACSOG conducted in November 1967,
the AHEG related their concluslons ana recommendations to those
of the CINCPAC Survey Team. éénclusiona and recommendations of
the AHEG wbi¢h pertained to the JPRC are provided below:
h{1) Cortlusions: The AHEQ concludes that:

"{a) JPRC mission and terms of reference are appro-
priate and adequate.

"(b) The organization and manning level of JPRC as
pravided for in the JTD submitted for approvel is ade-
quate. Personnel assigned are highly qualified and
motivated.

“(c) Procedures for cbtaining resources for recovery
operatlions and for conducting and ceordinating opera-
tions are adequate,

"(d) Intelligence raceived by JPRC has not been
adequate for successful recovery operations primarily
because collectlon has not been sufficiently responsive.

"(e) The key element in recovery operations is
timely and reliable intelligence. Further, that the
abpence of this element 1s at the heart of our lack ef
success to date. Analysis of the collectldon effort
reveals three areas in which improvement may be pessible.

"1, Emphasis on low-level agent potential teo
c¢ollect information opn US PV locatlons within RVN.

%2. Increased emphasis on collectlon outside
of RVN.

"3. Focusing of the total MACV effort through
Provision of an overall, coordinated PW information
collection program.

“COMUSMACY Letter of 17 March " '68; ‘ubject: Report of
eview of MACSQG Programs (C) \

1)
W @ s o oo M

)
(=]



TOR RET .

n{2) CINGCPAC Conclusions/Recommendations:

"
“(a) The AHEB offera the following in consideration
af the CINCPAC Joint Survey Team conclusions:

W1l.Conelusion: The new JTD, modified to retain
the one U= Lntelligence Officer space, will be
adequate to accomplish the JPRC mission,

.- - oa

'COMMENT: Concur

"2.conclusion: The terms of reference provide
adequate authority for JPRC to perform its functions
and discharge its responsibllities.

NCOMMENT: Concur
- n3 iConclusion: Sufficient communication facili-
tles are avallable to the JPRC to permit full secope
of operations envisioned by the miszicn.
"COMMENT: Ceneur
"), Conclusion:
ue an aagitlonal source of duformation on prisoners/
MIA personnel. Systems should be used in suspect
areas in SYN and LAOS to locate prisoners and to
. gather informatlion on priszoner movements, -
BCOMMENT: All syStems with & capability to
cellect against knowrr potential sources of US FW
information are,appropriately tasked. No diversion
- or woncentration of any specific system 1s consid-
( ' ered useful, The present effort 1s productive and
rapid (38 significant reports in the period Qctober-
December 67). Responsible personnel are alert to !
the erilticality of this problem and accord 1t all
o the emphasis possiblae.
"5, Conelusion: The largest single problem in
location and recovery of detained US/FWMAF personnsl
i=s the lack of timely and accurate intelligence data.
ACOMMENT: Concur
"6. Conclusion: The JPRC 1s operating in accordanca '
with the terms of reference isgued by CINCPAC, as
approved by JCS, )
HCOMMENT: Concur -
"7, Conelusion: The present JPRC has very high
potential, competent well qualified leadership, and
all personnel posses the requiresd skills and are well
motivated toward the mission.
"COMMENT: Concur
"8, Concluslon: Escape and Evaston program caonducted
by the services in SEASIA are progressing in a satls-
factory manner. JPRC Ls monitoring these programsa
closely in an attempt to standardize casualty, MIA/
detainec reporting procedures.
“ MCOMMENT: Concur

TOP SEC P-127 Annendis ®
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Ya. Conclusion: The JPRC post-hostilities plan (now
in draft form) 18 edequate and will fulfill the
priscner debriefing requlrenents.

"CO:SERT: Concur

*(p) The AMEQ offers the following in consideration of

the CINGPAC Joint Survey Team Recommendations:

CRET

"10, Recommendation: That the 0=l intalifgence
officer's position pe refained vice the 0-3 recom-
mended in the new JID. g

HOOMMENT: Concur. A field grade officer is
requirgd for an advisory and coordinaticn role on a
recovery operstion. Three offlicers are needed for
necassary Ilexibllicyr

suspect areas to collect
a relsécing to confinement and move-
ment of US/FWMAF detainees. To this end, MACSOG
should coordinate with TAF to arrive 8% s mutual
agreement on sorties, dats to be collected, area of
interest, ete. If required, a SICR should be issued
to obtain this data.

YCOMMENT: Concur. See comment on conclusion
above. - —

"12,.Recommendstion: & That COMUSHACY deslgn a stand-
ard procedure for casualty/HIA/detalnee reporting
and the meintenance of peracnal data flles {photos,
authenticatlon systems, emergency addresses, etg.)
for use by all services in SEASIA.

"COMMENT: The desirability of such a program
should be examined carefully before implementation
to be sure that the gains that might accrue are
worth the cost of the effort.

"13.Recommendation: That the JPRC continue in its
present line of endeavor. It serves an extremely
ugeful purpose in that no other organization or
agency provides a central point ¢f contact or focal
point for data on MIA/detainees in SEASIA.

"COMMENT: Concur. However, the provision of a
focal point for information 1e secondary to its
potential 2a a recovery agency.

n14, Recommendation: That MACSQG "explore the feasi-
bi1lity of developing singleton agent assets speclally
qualified &nd tralned for introduction into NV for
the purpose of penetrating POW camps for intelligence
purposes and to persuade selected POW guards to
defect with prisoners, cor permit clandesting opera-
tions within the prison.

BOOMMENT: Concur.

F~128 Annandi~ ©
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“(3) AHES Recommendations: It is recommended that:

"(a) CINCPAC Joint Survey Team recommendations as
concurred ln by this group be approved,

- h']

"(b) Steps be taken to focus ARVN attention on the
collecting of information on US Fis; that.hls ¢ollec-
tion effort be given priority over all but the most

urgent‘tactical requirements; that US advisors to

~ ARVN intelligence officers at Corps level dnd below
be directed to press this program, and that they be
- provided the means to induce aggressive agent and

agent penetration operations to recover PWs within

- "(a) A conference be conducted by COMUSMACY involv-
ing all potential collectors of US PW information in
LACS, CAMBODIA and NVN to determine improveud means and
coordination on measures required for developing
greater emphasis on thia progranm.

"{d) MAGV J2 prepare an overall, coordinated collec-

tion plan or pragram af overriding prioricty for W
information."”

3

COMUSHMACY 1lftr, dtd 14 Pefruary 1968
AD Hoc Evaluation aroup
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PART V. JPRC HISTORY - 1968 ( )

A ( ORGANIZATION
1. Based on the previous years! experlence in cperations, the
r's JTD was revised in 1968. It doungraded the Chief, JPRC

Cen
billet from an 06 to a&n 05 grade; and upgraded the Operatlons/Plens
positien from Ob to 05. Further, a stenographer (ES) and a_yeoman
“(ES) were adged to the Staff.

2. The JTD, in December 1968, was as follows:

tle Sepylce Qrade

105

Chlef
a5

Opna/Plans Officer

2o Som Be w27 S EE
o
]

!

B. EVASION AND ESCAPE
Ei;’£;wﬁ’§:¥vival Kits, As the result of lessons learned from
\\ L]
tE-after actlon reports, the survival kits were modified to provide

«he evader with all essential items of equipment consistent with

Al

his capabllity to carry it. Those items which could be pre-packed

into a rusksack without increasing the possibllity of damage were

packed to enable the evader to gquickly Tecover the items and leave

the vieinity of the drop.?

3. (18 Briefings. 1In 1968, JPRC representatives continued to
present brlieflngs on the JPRC milssion, organization and personnel
recovery capabllities to alrerews and E:E personnel of the 7th ALY

Ferce, 7th Fleet, and Army Aviation Qroups. Live demonstrations
of the Fulton Recovery System were included in the briefings.®
1 L5} AppendiXx XI to Annex F, COMUSMACY 1968 Command Hiatory
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& . A8 part of the contimmng program £o publicize the
Reward Program for the recovery and return of mlssing US personnel,
4,65 million reward leaflets were wind drifted into.the coastal
plain of NVN on the night of 25 Januarq 1968, 'Th% area
s
covered was from Phu Dien to Dong Hol and along Highway 7
between Muong Sen and Cua Reo. Plans were made to drop an i
additlonal 1% mililon An these same arees during the followlng
month utllizing C=-130 alrcraft based at Ubon, Thalland. ]
b. In July 1968, the Joint Chiefs of Staff reguested comments
and recommendatlions from CINCPAC on the desirability of
continuing the reward Leaflet Program in NVN. This regquest
was generated in view of the negative results, up to th;t time,
and the fact cammuniat £llms oo U3 FWa had made extensive_
propaganda use of the unsuccesdgful efforts on the part of the
Us to buy rreedom for downed alr¢rews through the Reward Program.®
c. CINCPAC in reply to the request _fror from the Joint Chiefs of
Staflf, recommended that the reward leaflet program in NVN be
continued, and based this recommendation an the following
ratlonsgle:
W1) Dissemination of the Reward Program to US combatants

provides each man with the knowledge that efforts are being made

%o assist him should he become an evadee or PH, Additionally, it

ensures that the NVN populace is aware of the program.

" (2) The leaflet drops 1n NVN will probably not ald signifi~
cantly the preturn of downed pllota because of the internal
security and population .control exercissd by .the oovernm;nt of
Nerth Vietnam (GNVN). However, the fact that the GHVN finds it
necessary to counter the learlet drops with a psychological
program of thelr own, attests to thelr concern on the attempts

on the part of the United States to convert their population.

JCS Msg, 2621592 Jul 1963
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(3) Discontinuance of the program would have an adverse

£ilms 1lndicate they'are aware of the program. If the Reward
Program wapre stopped, Hanol would impart this fact to U8
prisopers in an effort to create a feeling of hopelessness.”

)} South Vietnam. As & means of stimulating’the Reward

drops should be made in target areas where lntelllgence indicated

J PW camps might be located.®* Subsequently, leaflets were dellvered

over selected targets 1n SVN in 1968.

Cambodia. In order to enlist the asslstance of the
dian peocple living aiung the SVYN border in rescuing allied
personnel from enemy detention camps, the JPRC Instituted a

Cambodian leaflet program. The leaflet &rcps were conducted from

within SVN by wind arirfing leaflets aiong target_tracks that .
|_dri € - —

ran through populated areas and communication routes in Cambodia, H#

- L, Laos &

in Laos was initlated in October 1968. It was determined that
- the basic medla would be a serles of leaflets targeted on
segments of infiltration tralls in Lacs,t*Hd
b. The US Mission in Vientlane, in November 1968, dlsapprove

- —

the leaflet program in Lacs and stated that:

w— . _ "Por a variety of internal politicel reasons and the
probebility of incressing the jeopardy of the downed U.S.

. _pllobs in laos, we do not want any revard lealflets addresaed
to the problem of U.S. captured personnel in laos produced
or drapped at this time." ¥

5) Reward Payments. A review of the weekly BRIGHT LIGHT

5.

magSage reports lndicates that the following ;Ewaraa were diatribu

in 1968%

NCPAC Msg, 1917412 Aug 68

MUSMACY Msg, 2610552 Mar 68
% OMUSHACY Msg, 0505052 Aug 68 .
* l)(zdmusm.cv Msg, 2210372 Oct 68 )

COtUSMACY Msg, 0311067 Dec 1968

effect on the morale of US pilots held in NVN sinece propaganda

2. A psychologlcal program,to advertise the JPRC Reward Progranm

v o - N =W M
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a.
23

ted 25
26

)
\
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a. A Montagnard source was rewarded $153 for providing

Anformation as to the location of a VC FW camp.

b. A SVA naticnal, who helped return
US control, was rewardsd $153.

c. A $200 reward was pald to
team who recoveared the body ef

in Laos since 1967,

to

miasing

d. A Vietnarese source wes rewarded $30 for valid informptlon
on the looation of a PW camp which was raided in Operatiom

MILWAUXEE ROAD in July 1963,
e. The crew of a SVN fishing boat, who rescued gn KP 101

pilot off the Vietnam coast was paid $100. .
f. A SVN soldier, wha escaped the VC, was paid $300 for

providing information on the status of two US eivilian

priscners captured by the VC. .

g« Two SVH gources were patd $100 for helping recover the

body
) INTELLIGENCE
dollection Regquirements

- — e =

1. ) Mindful of the regquirement to continucusly publicize

the need for ipformation relative to the identification, locaticn,

and recovery of missing end captured personnel, COMUSMACVY, in

March 1968, published a more comprehensive Prisoner of War
Specific Intelligence Collection Requirement {SICH D-7CX=20000)

which superseded SICR D-1E6-18883,

So that the JPRC could

recelve intelligence information rapidly encugh to Teact to

it, collectora, undsr MACV control, were tasked by the new

SICR to report PW intelligence information _directly to the

Center by the most expeditious means consistent with security

and the value of the information,
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13;;2335;;:the new SICR was developed, informaticn requirements

( ' “felative to plsces of confinement, carp accessibllity, camp
security, and identification of prisoners were extracted from

the SICR and published as a Significant Information
Requirement (SIR). The SIR, in turn, was translated into

Vietnamese for dlstribution within the Republic of Vietnan
Armed Forces.* A copy of the SIR is ocontelned in“Tab 6.

E. ( LAOS JOINT MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

Operation TEXAS CREST
8. On 27 Februsry 1968, nine crewmen balled out of & Navy

glropraft that was shot down over Laos. Durdng the search gnd
reacue (SAR) operations (TEXAS CREST) being conducte{ by
JSARC, seven of the crewmen were rescued by helieopter. An
eighth orewmap was ocontaoted by volce Fadin, but ¢ould not be
picked up because of helicoptey hoist problems and impending
darknesa. The ninth.man wWas npt contacted. -
b, ISARC launched another recovery force at Tirst light on
28 February; %owever, no ;ontact was made with the elghth crewman,
and 1¢ was assumed he had broken or lost hls radio during the
- plckup attempt on the pravious day. JSARC decided thet a
limited ground search would he required, and requeated the
JPRC provide them a BRIGHT LIGHT team for this purpose.

¢. Because of the delay encountered in cbteining clearance

Initially, the team was landed in a secondary SAR area becguse of
bad weather at the baillout site. Due to h;avy fire, the team was
extracted. In the afternoon of the 29th, Epe ?Fam was -

again launched but returned to Nahken Phanom, Thalland when

the areas where the survivor had been seen on the previous day
could not be accurately relocated, The SAR was subsequently

terminated due to the lack of an objective.

)?’J COMUSMACV Itr of 25 Jul 68, Subj: Recovery of Missing and
N 7 Captured-Fersonnel {(U)
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2. Revlision of Agreement
(‘ a. A8 a result of Operation TEXAS CREST, the JPRC initlated &
proposal that the Joint Memorandum of Agreement with the 7th

Alr Force and the American Embassy, Vientlane be revised. The
JPRC polnted out that the agreement overlooked the_gperational
aitustion where the JSARC had to employ ground sesreh teams
to carry out 1ts rescue mission. It was recommenéed that the
agreement be rewrdtten to permlt the JPRC to furnish ground
search teams to the JSARC on an emergency basis without further
¢learanee but with the understanding that close ¢cordination
would be eatablished as scon as possible.?

b. Following working level dlscussiong, the Joint Memorandum
of Agreement was modified to permit the JPRC to furnish a
ground search team for SAR employment in Laos, on request,

prior to termdnation of SAR efforts.¥

A

&

C300 1tr of 9 Mar 68, Subj: Improved Reaction Time for
SAB~1In Laos (U)

* AS) JPRC 1tr of 12 Apr 68, Subj: Vientiane-JPRC Jolnt Memorandum
“~ of Agreement (U)
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responsibilities and procedures for implementing personnel recovery
actlons. The dirgective is found in TAB 7 and is provided for
purposes of fubure analysis. In accordance with the MACS0G internal
organization, and as listed in the directive,the JeR¢ 1s oP-80,

“the Operations and Training Division is OP-30, and the Ground Studies

Group is OP~

Fleld Operations
{a}. Subsequent to the tasking of intelligencé collectors

in the field to provide the JPRC with F¥ informatlon by the most
expedlitious means, the center began to recelve a great volume
of tenuous information on PW sightings within & few hours arter
1t had oceurred. This brought to light the problems of {Egid
operational reaction required fio explolt this type of training
information. Formerly each operation was carefully planned with
confirmad 1nt§ﬁligence aloyg traditional lines, and no PW
operationa could be conducted without JPRC coordination and
approval. This type of exercise ylelded virtually no resulta.
Anelysls showed that the enemy was taking advantage of planning
delays, and was moving prisoners whenever a security leak was
suspected.

(b). In April 1968, COMUSMACY issued & nev poliﬁgagggﬁhrasing
fleld commanders to be alert to the posaibilit} of teking
irmediate actlon to recover captured U. S, personnel when
aufficient information was availlable, The f;ctjgggaped PWs might
be able to leed the first forces they contacted to the loeation
where other PWs were being held, was sighted as an example of

perishable information, sinece a situation of this kind offered

0P AET F=-136 Appendix P
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the best, and sometimes, the only possibllity of recovery.

d ) As an addltlonal means of encouraging }apiﬁ resction to
bighly perishable PW intelligence, COMUSMACY, in April 1968,
cancalled the requirement whieh required prior approval of
the JPRC before recovery operations could be conducted. *

(¢). Encouraged by several very successful ?ecovery
operations following the policy change in April, COMUSMACY,

- in September 1968, re-cmphasized the importance of fleld
forces to take immediate @atlaon to racover FPWs whenever

evidence was available. ¥4

l suffiele

3. Review of Operations. In 2 review of cperations con-

ductad prior to, and durdng 1968, MACSOG concluded that:

%a. Prior to 1968, JPRC hed conducted 16 PW recovery cpera=

tione with only one success wherein 20 Vietnamese prisoners were
recovered. 13 additional raids were cancelled because intelli-

gence could not be sufficiently developed. It wes evident
that information reporting was too slaw and ipaccurate, and
operational response was even poorer, Too much time was spent

in trying to develop a classical intelligence c¢ese and a tradi-

tional operation with detailed planning and rehearsal. In
the spring of 1968, the JPAC pollcey was redirected toward
. fagter Inputs and immediate lacal explaitation of the informa-
tion acquired. The Aintelligence collection effort was signi-
{ ficantly increased and broadened to include all agenecdes in
¢+ BEA. The regult has been that in 1968 JPRC has conducted
32 PW recovery operations with B puccesses yielding a total of
155 SVN military and political prilscners. Only one operation
wag cancelled ror lack of intellifence development.

"p, In the fleld of post-~-SAR coperations for the recovery of

evading alrecrewmen, JPRC opportunities have continued to decline
with the increase in SAR capabilitiea. Prior to 1968, JPRC had
executed 13 post-SAR missions with 5 partlal successes., 5 live
aircrewnmen and 13 bodles were recovered., In 1968, ailr activity

over hostlle gerritory was sharply curtailed and SAR ferces

WO o ~3 O W o N

o p
% T R - |

achleved an in-flight vrefueling capability. The result has been

that 1n 1968 JPRC hed only 5 post-SAT alerta and completed but

two missiona., Although 5 bodies were recovered fyom a downed

gzloiin Cambodla, restrictions againiat launching recovery
s3lonsg

i, ) Chronology of Operationa - 1968. Following 13 the
weekly chronolegy of recovery operations as ;Eporied by thé JPRC
during 1968,

Z

* A5 COMUSMACY Msg, 2104552 Apr 1968
OMUSMACYV Msg, 1412102 Sept 1968
L) S) MACSOG Year-End Review 1968

{' . . -
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8. Recovery Operations, 1-7 January 19682

4th Infantry Division Negotiations
{1) A JTRC representative visited the 5th Infantry

Diviasdon at Pilelku and was brlefed on the status of thils
actlvity. . . -
(2) A NVN soldier captured approximately two months

’
ago has agreed to carry a message to the B-3 Front Commander.

A suitable backup courier is on hand, and all documents L.

and plapns have been prepaved to carry out the opsration.
However, CO, 4th Infantry Divisicn considers it advisable
to wailt until after TET to release the messenger. JPRC

concurs., -

b. Recovery Operations,- 8-15 Japuary 19684

(1) on ©31300H Jan 66,
Co, 3/60 Infantry, Sth Dividion, disappeared from his guard

post in ths vielnity of,
(2) On 081400H Jan 68,
in the vielnity of

was 8lghted in VC hands

{3) Intelligence agencles in the Dong Tam - My Tho srea
intensified their collectlon effarts., 2nd Brigade, 9th
Divislion, at Dcong Tam was briefed cn the avallable information
and agreed to conduct & recovery operation 1f a suitsble
opportunity arose.
(4) On 10 Jan 68 a JPRC representative,ﬂ departed
for Dong Tam to act as llalson between JPRC and Sth Division.
(5) The situation dild nch develop to the point that an
operation could be conducted. - - |

(6) At 121115H Jan 68, an armed helicopter from the 11l
Adsault Hellcopter Company attacked a sampan at caordinates
hat contained_and two VC guards.
Was recovered, one of the guards was killed, and the

other guard probably escaped,

——— -

sg, 137/091245Z Jan 49 _
COMUSMACY Msg, 27271618527 Jan o L
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{7) ﬁwas taken to the 2Mth EVAC hospltal at 1

(’ Long Binh. He did not receive any wounds or injurdes and 2
- his present health and welfare is good. He 1s beipg dedbriefed 3
by agents of the 525th MI Group. 4

¢. Becovery QOperations . 16-=22 Janu igsge 5

(1) Operation OLD CROW _ - 6

(a) This is an opening and closing repodt, 7

(b) At 1¥1759H an EB 66 was shot down at g

approximatel Four EWO crewmembers ejected 9

from the bomb bay, rollowed by three crew msmbers from the 10

pllots compartment. Weather precluded immediate * 11
recovery atktempts. 12

(¢) A SAR hsucopterﬁ crashed at 13
151727H while en route to the arez in which 1k
crew members wers sugpacted to HE downed. By 1714408 15

end three of the 16

Jan 68 all five crewmen of
seven crewmen of . had been recoversd, SAR efforts 17
continuéd, but were hampered because of weather, 18

(d) At 1912004 Jan 68, Chief, S04, approved propoeal 19

to use two PRIGHT LIGHT teams to seareh the areas in which a0

.- the ﬁ crewmen were downed. _j Tth AR, 21

was briefed on the propgsal and approved the allocetion of 22
alr assets to support the operation. 23
{e} At 200910H two CH-3 hellcoptera with BRIGH? LIGET 24
teams aboard, departed Nakhon Phanom (NKP) for the ‘25
i insertion area. Wbile en route, one helicopter was forced 26
down by mechanical difficulties. Landing was made at a7
(THAILAND), and the other aircraft set down 28

nearby. A spare haliccpter errived and both teams éroeeeded 29
on their miasion, After landing for fuel at LIMA SITE 30
36 {L-36) in Laos, the helicopter continued. Teams were 3l
unable to find suitable landing site in the target area, 32

Fuel supply =2nd approaching darkness forced the helicopters to 33

return to NKP via L-36. Mission was to be attemoted again 34
cp-the 2lst, 35
COMUSHACV Msg, 427/231301Z Jan 68 -
] Smwmsa ve oA Tea 4mJuWe  TUEDAUN A3 WU US AGLETMULEd B8galn b
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{f) Mission was not executed on 2) January because of

3=

bad weather and additional planning necessitated by lack 2

of landing site and hostile fire encountered the 3
previous day. At 21170006 a meeting was held by JPRC A
task force commander &t NKP to determine if all slements 5
involved in the operation could support the propesed concept. 6
The representatives of the helicopter unit,’whc were 7

N responsible for insertion of the teams into the target avea, 8
could not support the concept &s proposed because of hoist ) [}
lmitations of CH-3 helicopters. Slince no sultable 10
alternatives were availghle, a decision wes made to eancel 11
cperations. . 12
{g) On 22 January a strong radlic signal was received 13

from the target area and a rescue hellcopter was sent to 1k
investigate. As the JOLLY GREEN made 1ts approach to the 15
area, 1t came under extrgmely heavy ground fire, —;; 18 sus- 19
pected that the aieg 18 now under positive enemy control, 17
2nd that the remalning crewmen of PREVIEW 01 are 1n 18
their hands, 1%
(2) Operation BLACK KNIGHT, Phase I of this coperation 20
(Intelligence collection) is continuing. Several promising 21
contacts have been established with local fishermen and 22
buginessmen who operate in the area inp which CPI' Rowe 18 23
suspected to be heid. This effort 4s being conducted with 24
as much caution as possible so as not to disclose the special 25
interest involved. 26
(3) Cperation TEAMSTER i 27

(a) The suspected PW campsite 2 was képt 28

under survelllance during the peried 17-19 January by a 29
PRU unit. No enemy activity was observed. 30
{(b) This operation 1s beilng dropped from the active KR}

list of projects, 32
yely RET F-150 Appendix 7
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{4) Operation DAMP ABBEY. There have been no new

developments in this cperatlon, and it 1s belng dropped

I'ram the active list of projeeta.

(5) Return of
(a) At the time of this report we have unconfirmed and
incomplete information that two U.S. personnel

USMe, and
beean returned to 1U.S. control.
captured on 14 May 1967 in the vieinity o
an on 28 Decemher 1966 in the vielnity
of Both individuals are reperted to be under-
(b) The individuals were recovered in the vieinity of
Tam Ky. Whether or not they vere released voluntarily
by the VY0, or recaptured by U.S.‘actinn has not been
determined, ) -
{6) Return o
(a)™0n 22 January 1968

vicusly reported KIA on.7 January 1968, an
Teporbed MIA on 7 January 1968 were returned to USMC
contral st Danang.
(b) The men allegedly escaped when their VCA guard
fell asleen,
. {¢) Both men are in good physical condition and are
undergoing debriefing at Headquarters, III MAR, D;nang.

Recovery Operations 23-30 Jenuvary 1968F

LCPL, AUSHMC,
USA, were returned to d.S.
control after being released by their VC captors about
230700H Jan, 15km west of Tam Ky

E }%E COMPUSMACY Mag, S54%5/301417Z2 Jan 68 '
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(v) was captured 14 May 1967, and 1

( 28 December 1966. After lnitial medical 2
examination and an overnight stay at Chu Lal where they 3

were interrogated for tactical information 4

was trangferred to III MAF, Danang, an to 5

24th Army Evac Hospital at Long Binh. Both Nere under 6

MI eacort, . 7

) (e) Initial debrief indicated that both men had been . 8
led away from their prison camp &nd walked for eight days 9

i before heing released. They stated that they knew 10
nothing of other U.S. Fis or the location of thelr camp. u

However, sbout 25200H upder detsalled examination,_ 12
dchanged his story and edmltted walking only four 13

days from the camp, and stated 10 other U.S. PHs were in 14

the ecamp. He could identify three, and confirm the_death 15

of another, - . 16

- () At 262100K, when confronted with thiz evidence, 17
{ alse changed hls story. He produced a 18

written 1ist naming 20 U,S, PWs alive in the camp, confirmed 19
the death of another (same man as name%}}} 20
and gave information which may lead to identification of a 21
caucasian 14ving with the V¢ guards at the camp. 22

{e) Bfforts are continuing to determine the losation of 23

this camp, - .24
{2) Proposed Release of Pilots by NVN. A meeting was held a5

at Tan Son Xhut AB at 291530H Jan 68, ta discuss plans for 26
27

28

the immediate future. Pertieipants included representatives from<e9
JPRC, 7th AP EAE Office, 7th AF Informatlon Office, NAVFORV, and 39
Det 5, 6499th SAG. 3l

(3) Operation NINE LIVES (ith Infantry Division Negotiation.) 32

This operation was initiated on 3( Jan 68, with the release of 33
& NVA prisoner with a message for the B-3 Front Commander f{rom 34

€G, Uth Division suggesting a battlefield exchange of PWs, 35
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<~ e, Recove erations 31 Jenu = 5 Pebru 1968%

( Operation NINE LIVES "

{1) A PW, PVT Nguyen Van Be, 3rd Battalion, 17ith KVA
Reglwent, csptured on 15 November 1967, in the battle for
Dak To, was released at 0B50 hours, 30 January 1968, at
coordinates- The PW carried a lette‘r Irom the
CG 4th Infantry Division to Copmander B-3 Front. .

{2) The letter atated that the CG 4th Infantry Division
wan prepared to execute a direst exchange of one NVA officer
and elght NVA enlisted men for one U.3. Harrant Qfficer and
elght enlisted men held captive by the B-3 Front, Also the
CG ith Infantry Divislon stated he would be preparad to
negotiate, The CG B-3 Front could communicate his reply by
elther messepger or radio. Radio frequencies, dates {1 Mar
to 7 Mar 68) and time for communications were included

(3) The PH was instructed to deliver the letter persopally
to the C@ 9-3 Front. When last observed the PW was wallting
at a quick‘pace west on Highway 512 towards the Cambodlan
border,

f. Recovery Operations, 6-12 February 1968*¢

(1) Operation BLACK KNIOHT. (Attempt to releaseﬂ

Phase I (intelligence collection) is continuing.

{2) Recovery Operation at Song Be
{a) On 11 Pebruary 1968, JPRC received a report from

1st Brigade 10lat Alrborne Division, Song Be, that a PW
camp containing 30 US PWs ls located along the Song Be River
at appreximately

(b) A JPRC representative was dispatched to Song Be
to verlfy the information, and start coordlination of
recovery plan. It was learned that further contact with
information source was to be made 12 February to obtain

preclse locatlion of the camp and identlity of Pus,

. OMUSHMACV Msg, 645/061248Z Peb 68
CINCPAC Msg, 1602092 Feb 68
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{c) On 15 February, a VC defector from the cemp is

due to report to lst Brigade Headquarters, and may be

willing to lead 8 recovery force to the camp site,

, (d) Cocrdination is being effected with MACY COC and 1/101
Alrborne to mount a recovery operation if infarmation is
confirmed.

8. Recovery Operations, 13-19 February 1968%

(1) Operation RIVER SPIKE (Recovery Operation at Sang Be)
{a) See BRIGHT LIGHT report for 6-12 February 1968.

{b) Further contact with the source was made on 12

Februery, and a description and drawing of the eamp wasg

. obtailned including alleged disposition of PWa, defensive
measures and tentative location st An alleged
VO interrogator was scheduled to come out between 15 and
189 February, and provide,additional information. _

{c) Source was agatnscontacted at 170900, but the VC
interrogator had not come out. .A recovery operation was
1aunched at 171015 using V.S, Special Forces Det, B-=56
SIGMA assets and air support from IT FFV.

(d) The objective area was thoroughly searched by
ground forces and helliecpters, smploying souraeias gulde.
Ho evldence of the PW camp was found. Forces were extracted
at 171630,

(e) Source is.being intensively debriefed. This is
the closing report.
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(2) Operation LINCOLN LIONT {Recovery operation at Ban Me Thuot3d?

(a) JPRC received information on 18 February of PW camp

vieinity Camp was reported_by escapee, and’

allegedly contains nine U.S., 29 VK and 32 Montagnard PWa,
Source has given names of important VN PWs, and

has identified area of camp from air on visual recce.

e

(:;15) CINCFAC Msg, 210100Z Feb 68
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(b) JPRC representative was dlspatched to Ban Me Thuot
20 Pebruary to evaluate informatien and coordinste potential
recovery operation., Tactical forces will he US Special.
Forcea Det P=50 QOMEGA sssets and 173rd Alrborme Brigade.

{e) B-50 reconnaissance team was Anfiltpated &t
200900L to verify report and camp location: -6perat1nn for
PW recovery planned 1f recconnaisaance warrants,
Recovery Operations  20-26 February 1468%
(1) Operation LINCOLN LIGHT

{a) JPRC received information on 18 Pebruary of FW

camp vieinlty Camp was reported by escapee,_ and
allegedly contained nine U.S5., 29 VN and 32 Hontagnard PWs.

(b) New information gailned fromx other releasees

[ = ¥} | 3]

W m o~ @& o

13

pame FW camp indicated camp moved to! Reconnelssance 1%

team moved south tc new }ocation. Team made contact
211300 with six VC 1,000 meters from PW camp site.
Team extracted under cover air strike.

(cfaOne ARVN Nca escaped from PW camp during confusion
caused by air strike. He returned to friendly control on
23 Februasry and verified presence of 31 SVN PWs,

{d) Two companies 173rd Airborne landed 220930H to
gveep area, Third company landed 231500H to block escape
to east. Five reconnaissance tesms inserted around area to
watch exit trails,

(e) At 231640H abandoned PW camp located
Had been vacated 24 to 48 hours. Elementa of 173rd Airborne
completed mweep 24 February with no ;ontaot, and were
extracted 25 Februaqy. ‘

—-— -

(f) At 241045H trall watch team found blood trall st

Trall followed toﬁwhere lost at

. eams unable to relocate trall and were exflltratead

an 25 February.

W‘c%ﬁm Sg, 2800262 Peb 68
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(z) This is closing report.
(2) Operation DUVAL SANDS (Recovery operation in Hue area)

1

2

{a) On 23 Pebruary, two US P¥s escaped from group of 21 3

Fis in transit viecinity These escapeas wWere 4
members of 525th MI QP osptured on 1 Pebruary at Hue and 5
were able to account for whereabouts and canéiiion of 25 6
7

8

9

,
’

other US PHs,
(b) Five PWs in poor physical comdition held in

fortified NVA cemp vicinity-as of 19 February.

One PW separated from rest in South Hue § Pebruary. 10

Remaining 19 PWs proceeding west rrongon foot with - 11

four guards, Stated destinstion permanent camp seven days 12
walk west, ) 13
(c) JPRC representatlion in Danang planned to ingert 13

two BRIGHT LIOHT teams to 1nteréept PW party on 26 February. 15
Reaction force, First .41:;- Cavalry, standing by to effect 16
rescue ir contact is made. Insertlon delayed because of 17
zero zePo veather. As of 271600H unable to insert. 18

4. Recovery Opeprations , 27 Pebruary-5 Maresh 1968% 19
(1) Operation DUVAL SAMDS. Insertion of the BRIGHT LIGHT 20
teams was delsyed until 281100H because of bad weather in 21
cbjective areg, Two teams moved into ambush positions, 22
No contact with PW group established and teams extracted 23
011300H March, This is closing report. 2}
(2) Operation TEXAS CREST (Recovery of Navy OF2E Crew " 25
Members in Lapsa} 26
(a) On 27 Pevruary 1968, nine crewmen balled out of & a7

~

Navy OP2E aireraft that was shot dovn -over Laos. Sewven were 28

rescued Dy SAR helicopters. The eighth crewman was located 29

but contact was lost at sunset before rescue was affected. 30
On 28 February, Joint Search and Rescue Center (JSARC) 31
32

rgquested JPRC provide BRIGHT LIGHT team far SAR employment.

" : IET:C;NGP C Msg, 0602472 Mar 68
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(b) The plan was to insert the team at the locaticn 1
of the known downed crewman on 28 February €0 conduct a 2
limited area ground search and ext:ract the team the sama 3
day. A delay was encountered in obtsining permissien 4
from AMEMB Vientigne and permission was finally granted 5
for operations on 29 February. T 6
(c) A team was inserted briefly in the fiorning of 7
- 29 Pebruary at a sec¢ondary landing zone because ar-baﬂ 8
weather in the prime search ares, They were extracted ] 9
becauze of heavy fire in the LZ, The primary srea was 10
searched for three hours from the gir in the afternacn - 11
but the survivor's location could not be pinpeinted 12
sufficlently to warrant insertion of the team. 13
{d) The SAR effort was terminated st 1700H on 29 T4
February because of laok‘ of objeective (no contast sineoe 15
27 Pebruary). The BRICH] LIGHT teams were returned to 16
Danang 292230H, 17
(e)"Special reco'nna:.aaance wWill be flown over the area 18
continuing through 6 March in order to detect evidence 19
of survivors. JPRC 18 prepared to immediately launch 20
teams to the area 1f the crewmen are located, Steps are 21
being taken to gtreamline procedures with Vientigne in 22
" order to expedite such emergency assistance to JSARC. 23
(3) Operation BLACK KWIGHT, This operation is still 24
dctive and intelligence colleetion as t- locatlon 25
is proceeding slowly. 26
1. Recovery Overations , 6-12 Merch 1968% 27
Operation TEXAS CRES? o o 28
(1) See weekly BRIGHT LIGHT report for 27 Pebruary-5 March 196& 29
(2) Special reconnalassance was flown over the TEXAS CREST 30
area during the period 2-7 March. No signs of activity associated 31
With possible survivors were observed. 32
(3) This 1s closing report. 13
Wmsg, 1223532 Mar 68
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K. Recove erations . 13-19 March 196B84

Operstion NINE LIVES. There bas been no ¢ontaet with
the B3 Front Commander by radioc or letter. This operation

droﬁbed fron active list pending further develepments.

1. Recovery Operations , 20-26 March 19688 ~ =

(1) ARVN Recovery Operation in Di Linh Areas On 21 March

the 23rd ARVN Ranger Bn roceived a report from ons of ‘their
agents indleating that two U3 advisers were belng detained

The advisors
from $525th MI OGP, were captured 1B12008 March
1968, At present, the 23rd ARVN Ranger Bn 1a searching for

éha PW camp,

{2) SEAL Operetion in Rach Gia Area,
to conducting an operation &

On 13 Mareh prior
the SEAL unit at
Can Tho requested & photo iécce. The photos showed what

K
appeared to be cccupled PW cages. Thelr operztion was pogt-

poned and ®oordination ‘for possible PW recovery cperation
was gccomplished with JPRC, The SEAL unit hes tentatively
planned & rald in this srea on or &bout 1 April.

m. Recove erations , 27 March-2 April 1068%#ax

{1) ARVN Recovery Operation in Di Liph Area. The 23rd ARVN

Ranger Bn has conducted a thorough search ef the area in which

were reported to be held.

€y lound no evidence of prisoners being held in or near the
suspected area, This operatlon has been terminated.

(2) SEAL Operations in Rach Cla Area’ No developments as

of eclosing time of this report, -

(3) Operation MAPLE SUGAR

NCPAC Msg, 1920432 Mar 68
OMUSHACY Msg, 163672610552 M r 6°f
) COMUSMACV Msg, 1779/021159Z spr 6&
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(b) The VC Security Chief of Phu Long District, who

is also deputy camp commander of & detention camp, wants .
to defeet and bring four US PWs with him. ROIC sources

are In contact with representatives of the security chief,

and have been told that they will be provided_the names of

the US P¥s, The validity of the atory will Pu confiTmed

if the names of the U3 PWs apre received.

JPRC will provide assistance as required.

(i) Operation DADE BEACH -

(a) On 28 March, JPRC received Anforzation that an RF

soldier had escazped from a FW camp in the vicinity of
The RF soldier gtated tﬁat he had aeen two US

soldiers at the camp and was willing to lead & recovery

force to the camp 8ite. . _—

{b) A JPRC representetive went %o Danang to coordinate a
BRIGHT gIGHT cperatipn. 500 forces were alerted, and were
moved 0 an area from which they could be launched into the
target area, Planning coptinued through 28-30 March. The
source made an aerlal recomnaissance and confirmed the
general location of the alleged camp. Insert of a BRIGHT
LIGHT team was scheduled for 31 March wlth appropriate
reactlon forces standing by.

{c) On 29 March, e US Marine patrol was opersting
approximately U4-5 kilometers north of the ouspected camp
aite. Enemy activity forced them to deviate {yom their
planned patrol route, and they traversed the area whieh
the BRIGHT LIGHT team was scheduled to search, At th;
suspected give they found an abandoned bivouae site.

{d) The Marine patrol conducted z thorough search of the

area in which the camp was suspected to be, fupther search

Was considered unnecessary and thils operatien waa terminated.
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n._Recovery Operations, 3-9 April 1968%
(1) SBAL Operations in Rach Gia Area. The SEAL teoaz was

inserted on April 1 but has not yet renched the building and
cage shown in pre-strike photograph., The investigation of this
area 13 8 seccndsry mission and will be accomplished when

- o

feasible,

(2) Operntion MAPLE SUGAR.

8 @~ o W oy op

E B

(3) 9th Divieion Operation in Long An Province, On 26 March 32

a source of the §th MID reported two US Ps in transit 13
vieinity!ﬂ By 5 April after several transient 1%
aightingd, oncluded that =t;ﬂ‘ic1ent information was 15
available far the 9th Divis}an to conduct sweep vieinity 16

Operation was conducted with three companies en 17
5 April. Wa indicationa of US PWs were found im the area. 18

(4) ERU Operation near Ban Me Thuot. On 6 April JPRC was 19
formed that a Montagnard had escaped from PW camp vielnity 20

n 3 April. Held &t this camp Were three US 21

e¢ivilians captured during Tet: 22
23

24

The camp was found but apparently hagd heen- 25

- abendoned soon after the Montagnard escaped. 26
a. Recovery Operationd _ 10-1€ Aoril 1958%% a7

| (1) PRU Oparation near Ban Me Thuot (RECAPITULATION) 28
(a) On 6 April 6‘8 IPRC was informed that a Montagnard ‘ 29

had escaped from a VC PW camp in the vieinity a- 30
on 3 April. Held at this camp were three US eivilians captured 2z

OMUSMACY Msg, 191370912122 Apr 68
COMUSMACV Mag, 2034/261209Z Apr 68

TOP SEGHET P-150 Appendlx F

TOP SEARFT D_rEN . PO,



.

(b) The Montegnard source gulded the assault. There
wes a brief contact with a VC element 23 the torce was

bl landed by helicopter. The camp was entered; but found

- recently abandoned. Plgs and chickens were found ¢aged,
and a large rice stock was loceted. PW bulldings were .
open, and the layout was as described by the aocurce,
The force was exfiltrated on the morning of 8 Apéil.

(¢) The source provided outatanding servises, and was

rewarded 18,000 §VN (4153 US) as provided for under MACY
Reward Program. Me plans on returning to the area to
search for the new location of the PW camp as goon as he 1s
able (he is currently ad}fering from Tuberculosis),”
(2) Intelligence Cnllec£;on Effort in the Cambodisn

Border Areh
{a) On 11 April JPR{ received a report from the 25th
Infantry Division that a VC PW camp containing 24 US
PWs was located in the vicinity or_several
hundred meters from the Cambodisn border. This is a VC
stronghald,
(b) In an attempt to flx the location of the camp the
following steps are being taken: )
l. The source whao was allegedly a priscner at the
camp will be flown over the areal
2. Photo reconnalssance will be flown. .
3. An indigenous source of the 535th MI Gp was
ascheduled to be sent into the area on 14 Appril.

326 Engr Bn, ist Bde, 101 Abn Div, APO San Francisco, 263147
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{a) On the afternoon of 15 Aprdl 68
returned to US econtrol in Bao Loc, lLam Dong Provinece, RVN.

(b- who had been captured on 2 March 1966 in the
vielnity of Phan Thiet, RVN, escaped on 1 April whille being
moved to an area his guards ldentified as the Liberation
Army Headquarters. 1n making good his eacapeﬁ
killed two of his five guarda. The ather tt‘:ree were

- asleep, evaded 1:3 the area northwest of Bao Loo
untll the morning of 15 April when he reached Hwy 20 sbout
7 km southwest of Bao Loc. A Vietnamese civilian ailded him
in reaching Bao Loc and US Advisory Team 38,

(c)— claim:-.d not to have seen any bther Pis;
however, on the afternocon of 27 or 28 Harch he was told
that he was 1000 to 2000 meters from a hospital where two
wounded US PWa, a lieutepant and a FFC were being held,
(Probably captured
east of Bao Loc on 18 Mareh 1968.)

(ﬁ)‘\On the morning of 16 April,jwaa flown on a
visual reconnaissance and estimated his position on 27-28

Mazeh ta be vicinityﬂ An attempt Will be made to

locate the hespital near this posltion in which the two

wounded US are held,

(e)“s being debriefed at the 2Uth Evac Hospital,
Long Blvem 5 . - .

p. Recovery Operations, 17-23 April 1968%

{1) Recovery Operation near Sa Dec

{a) on 19 April the Navy Intelligence Lialson Officer
(NILO) at Sa Dec reported that a Vietnamese had escaped
from a2 PW camp vicinity- The escapee believed two

US PWs were held in a pagoda at that location, and had

Vv & ) o W e ot oA

10

30

heard their voices. He had not seen the US eaptives, but had 31

heard the guards talking about them,

P
{,’/;37 COMUSMACV Msg, 2145/231230Z Apr 68
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{b) Later on 19 April, a sescnd escapee confirmad
the rsport of the location of the PW csanp; however, the
second source had no knowledge of US P¥s.

(c) Ay a result of this infarmation, the US adviaor at
8a Daec conducted an airzoblle assault on tha . .BW camp using
Vietnamsse Reglonal Forces. The farce waa %Fnded at
2215301 and extracted at 221830H. The 4nitial repart clai=s
eight aneny KIA, three eaptured, and some mandtions
egptured., HNo PW prisoners found. No friendly casualties.
{2) SEAL Operations in Rach 0ia Area. SEAL operationy wsre

terminated in this area without reaching the secondary

cbjective. This objestive was to investigate a budilding found
on pre-mission photography which resemdled & PW cage, The
reconnalssance team vwes pinned down by heavy fire and forced
to exfiltrata on 13 April. «Since there is no evidence of FH
being held in this area and’no indication the buildings seen

in the phofograph were AAn use, this target 1s not considered

worth further expenditure of resocurces,

(3) Operation MAPLE SUGAR.

Fuprther attempts gre being made

to locate the alleged VC boapital in the Bac Loe area. Aeriel
infra-red reconnaissance znd camouflage_.detectlon photogrephy
are being flown this week. The general area pointed ocut by
n his visual reconnaissance on 36 April was vic;nity
A JPRC representative will arrive in Bao Loc 24
April to collate results of reconnalssance and recommesnd

further action.

RET F-153 Appendix F
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Q._Recovery Operations ,  24-30 April 1968% 1
(1) Operation MAFLE SUGAR. 2
3

K

5

6

(2) Retuyn of d . 7
(a) Attempts to locete the alleged VC hompital identified §

by Hartin in his debrief nave not produced sufficient 9
information to launch a recovery operaticn. JPRC will 10
continue attempts to localige the facllity where_] 11
and may be held. . 12
(b) the South Vietnamese national who helped 13
return o US control, has been psid an 18,000 14

plaster reward ($153). Local publicity was gilven to stimulate 15

reporting on the locatlop of 16

r., Hecovery COperations  1=7 May 1g6ge# 17
. g

(1) Recovery of ‘ 16

(a) Gn 6 May, USA, was recovered 19
during a hallcopter gunship raid on a VC base camp area in 20

de g break 21

Kien Giang Province. (VS grid square).
from his cap‘b‘ors as the gunships attacked and was picked up 22

by heliceopter, 23
(b} -was taken to 2hth Med Evac hospitz) in Long 24
Binh for medical treatment and debriefing. He had been 25

HMIA since 20 March 68 when hia 0-1 bi.rddog was overdus from a 26
recce flight out of Chau Lang vicinity‘ Initial 27
debriefing indicates the 0-1 pilot was killed 4in the “orash, 28
He has no knowledge of other US PY, 29
30

OMUSMACY Msg, 2279/301258Z Apr 68
COMUSMACY Mag, 2400/071113Z May 68
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(2) Operation DAYTON INDIAN
(a) 11th ACR (BLACK HORSE) received information during

week 22 April that three caucasian PWes were held by VC
viecinit They conducted intenaive recce but did
not locate PW. - -

(b) French director of Ong Que rubber pientetion
confirmed three caucaslan PWs alleged held {n vieinity and
offered to set up negotiations with VC.

(a) JPRC received this information 3 May and authorized
1lth ACR to continue to estsblish npegotiations with
payment up to $5000 for each US PW recgverad IAW current
MACY directive, v

(d) On 4 May 1lth ACR contacted the plantation director,
but he was unable to establish contact with the V¢ because
of the renewed fighting., Further attempts will bg_gade
vhen current operations aubslde.

Recovery Operations, 8-~14 May 1955¢%

Ry
{1) Operation DAYTON INDIAN

(a) The 11 ACR S-5 contactedﬁ the plantetion

dlreckor, on 10 May 1968, He said that the VC %eld him they

had 30 PWs whose pationalities and status are unknown,

The enemy wants uws to supply names of the PWs they are to
return, and have requested ane wlllion plasters for each FYW
released. -5uspecta that the VO want ta get
meney for the FWs before the Pards negotiations cause their

release.

(b) On 11 May, JPRC asked 11 ACR to contipue negotiations

with a monetary 2imit of 600,000 piaghers. {35000) per PW
released, but not to give names to the VC. They were asked
to explolt the VC fears that they would get no money after
the Parls talks, and try to get the PWs now,

RET P=155 Appendix F
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- {e) ARPA was contacted, and asked to modify thelr word

(f of mouth program for spreading the reward payment rucor.
They will not include the possibility that the rewards
would be sbopped 1l there iz & cease fire.
(2) Operatlon RAYBURN CANE I

‘ (a) On 13 Msy JPRC received information froem CI team
Ban Me Thuot that two Montagnards had e:capéh a vCc *¥

on § May,

They confirmed that three

camp &t
US eivilians,
held in g cave &t The prisonera had been moved
7 April from the camp at which was ralded by
the PRU on 8 April. .

{b} A recovery operaticn using PRU teams hes been set up
te inflltrate to the cave from a ddstant landing zone on
14 May. The VN prisoners had occasionally carrled food to
to the cave whers the Americasns are held, and will accompany
the raigins force, [There are alleged to be only two
guards at the cave,

{c) A JPRC representative was sent to Ban Me Thuot

on 1% May 4o coordinate the operation.

t. Recovery Operations, 15-21 May 1968%
(1) Operation DAYTON INDIAN, No new developments.

{2) Operation RAYBURN CANE

(a) The operation was scheduled to begin on 1% May,
but was delayed becaume of the physical ccndition of one of
the two escapees who was to aceompany the recovery force.
{b) During the delay the escapees were interrogated in
greater detall on their knowledge of_the gxact loestion of
the cave in whieh were alleged to
be held, The escapees admitted that they had never actually
Seen the c¢ave as they had clalmed earlier, They had been
told about the cave, but they knew 1ts general location,
They were positive that the three civilians were there, and

that they could lead a recovery force to the site.

MUSMACY Msg, 266372111412 May 68
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<//, tnav vney could lead a recovery force to the site.
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(c¢) At approximately 191000H May 68, B £ix man team
(i PRUs, one escepee, and one PP soldier} was inserted at
coordinat:esg Their mission was to Ainfiltrate
to the cave, neutralize the guarde, and eall for helicopters
to evacuate themselves and the recovered pyisoners to safety.
A rerctlon force was avallable to assist a3 'peeded.
All team members were dresaed sgs V€ to te:cil:ltate their move-~

ment in the area. It was estimated that the infiltration

0 o -~ O = o N

would take six or seven days. .

[
o

{a) 'I’né teams movements were restricted from the outset .
because of extenslve enemy activity in the area. The tear 11

* made contget with:an enemy unit on the night of*May 20.Because 12

the team's presence in the area had been compromlsed, and 13
their movements so restricted, they requested that they be bR
withdrawn, The team was “exfiltrated at 210915H May- 15
(e) Alternative apprbeches to the problem are being 16
examineq. . 7

U. Regovery Operations  22-28 May 1968% 18
{1) Cperation DAYTON IITD‘IhN. The 11 ACR contactedﬁ 19
the plantation director, on 24 May. He had not been sble to 20
recontact the VC durling the pagt week because of enemy 21
actlvity. He will continue efforts at negotiations for FW 22
release. 23
(2) Operation RAYBURN CANE . 24
(a) The PRU team inserted al:-on 19160Q0H Hay 25

1968 to infiltrate to the cave in which the civilians 26
_jwere &lleged to be held was ) 27
exfiltrated on 210918H May because of-enemy activity in 28
the area. 29
{b) The team and the ex-PW were extensively debriefed. 30
Intelligence personnel concluded that the three UW PWa had 3

been moved in April from the camp a Their route 32
33

-

-Additionally, the cave In whi~h the three were supposed td4

;jr‘ather than at BP 35

kT
N | 1

of movement was along the stream betweer

be held was in the vicinity of




TOP RET

{c)} On 250900H May, two Speclal Forces (CIDG) recon

teams, led by US persomnel, were inserted in & landing

reconnoitor the

zone at Thelr mission:
stream from One of the teams
will recon the cave aite at A_rggetlon force
is avallable 1f needed, 3

{d) Both teams have made frequent sightinss af
enemy foroces. On the afterncon of 2B May, one of the
recon teams became heavily engaged with an enemy unit,
A plastoon-silze reaction foree 12 belng committed to aasist
them in breaking contact. The other team continues its
mission, .
{3) Recovery Operatlon near My Tho

(a}) On 24 May, information was received that an
unknown number of US personnel were being detalnaed by a

VC unit in the vicinity -br-] On 25 May, a WN

source feported that he cculd lead a force to a location
at_j where several US and VN personnel were
being held prisoner.

(b) The 9th Infantry Division conducted & recovery
operation in the vieinity of the shove coordinates. The
VN source accompanied the force. The operaticn wasa
terminsted on the evening of the 25th with negative
results. -

Recovery Operations, 29 May - 4 Jun 1960%

{1) Operation RAYBURN CANE

{a) On 29 May, the reaction force that had been

committed to replace one recon team recovered two VN PW

on a tralil, viclnityg On 30 May, these
individuals led the force to a PW camp a_

where two VN PW were recovered and one VC guard was, KIA.

The force was then led to a deserted PW camp, vicinlty
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Later 1in the arternonngmhile searching the
areg&, two meore individuals who were identified as VN PV
vere recovered and another PW was found hiding in a
cave. Finally, on 31 May, three more PW were recovered
aa the team prapared for extraction from an LI &t

e force and PW were extrautee on 31 Maoy.

{b) After debriefing st Ban Me Thuot, 1t was deter-
mined that the recoversd P¥ had not sece
-aince shortly after the PRU raid on 8 April when
the Americans were moved to another camp. All of the
PW were employed as farm laborers by the VO and had been
held at the camp at?juntil they fled during
the attack by the reaction force on 30 May. The PW had
been afraid to escspe because the VC told them théy
would be killed by the Amerilcans. —
(e} On 30 May, the skcond recon team was exfiltrated
after 33.: days on the ground. It was replaced by a
platoog—size foree accompanled by one of the original
ex~PW mources. Shortly arfter the force left an LI at
they recovered a PH who was recognized by

the source, These two individuals then led the reactlon

Tforee to a PW camp, vicinity‘_- and a cave used
a3 a PW camp n:g Both vere deserted, but the

camp had been recently occupled and had three bhuildings
8611l under congstructlon. The force was extracted on
31 May. .
(d) As a result of the operation, 11 PH were
recovered, two VC were KIA and one weapon taken. Fiw‘.re

of the recovered PW had been village officials. Two of

the PW camps -a.nd-wex-e deatroyed.

There were no friendly casualties.
{e) This area remains of lntense interegt to the
JPRC. It 1s a known VC PW detentilon area and the VQ are

unllikely to leave the area since the valley running from
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to is a major source of food snd
water. Although the American F¥ were not recovered,
it 1s felt that they ere still in the area since at last
report, they were in poor physical condition, apnd the VC
will probably keep them near the foad and water supply.
Efforts will continue to locallze PH camps within the
area. d
(2) Recovery dperation by 173d ABN BDE

W o oW e W N

{a) On 24 May, JPRC received information that on

-
[=]

19 May, two US negro PH were seen a

j=
=

On 28 May, a company of the 173d ABN BDE conducted an

assault into the area. No PW were found, but 11 detalnees 12

were taken. One of them stated that one US PW had been 13
there, but had been moved to_lo days 14
ago. . _ 15

(b) On 30 May at 1208H, two companies of the 1734 16
ABN BDE made a combat asasult on An Do. No US personnel 17
vere fo:nd, nor was any evidence located that would 18
verify the reported information. 19

(¢) Although this operation was fruiltless, the quick 20
Tesponse by the 1734 ABN BDE to thim perishable informa- 21
tion was laudable. Such operations in accordance with 22

recent MACV PW recovery instructions will insure a higher 23

probablility of succeas in future recovery efforts. .2“
(3) Return o 25

() and 26
USHC, were captured by the VC on 301045K May 60 in the 27
vieinity of They were mgved $o0 an area in 28
the vieinity o The men escaped at about 29
010900H June 68 under cover of an ARVN attack, and made 30
their way to the ARVN unit who returned them to US 3
control. 32
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(b)—]were told by the VG that five

y, other Americans had been ¢aptured and wWere being held
nearby. However, the locatlon of the captured Americans
could not be fixed wlth encugh accuracy to warrent meking
a recovery attempt. . - e

{c) Debriefing o_ whose physical
condition 1s good, continues. ’

w. Recovery Operations, 5-11 Jup 1968%

(1) Operation DAYTON INDIAN. No new developments. This
aperation will be placed in inactive files until the VL
contect the plantation director again.

{2) Operation PREBLE RID E -

{(a) There have been repeated reports of US PW being
held in several camps along the Song Oiang River, west
of Quang Hgai. Up to 18-US may be held between __

.. i | -

(h)“l‘. JPRC representative is in Danang c¢oordinating
plans for the insertion of recon teams into this area.
These SO0 teams will be'supported by reaction forces from
the American Division when required. Tentative insertion
date ia 13 June.

x. Recovery Operations, 1218 Jun 1965%%

Operation PREBLE RIDGE

(1) Four recon teams were inserted in separate AO-vicinity
on 15 June. All four
came under enemy attack on 16 June and were extracted.
Friendly 1 WIA, enemy 2 KIA. No evidence of PW camps located.
{2) Since area appears to be enemy bese camp, Americ;xl
Division 1s planning to sweep area. They will have secondary
mission te recover US P{. JPRC representative i1s participating

in planning for operations

OV Msg, 3021/1108282 Jun 68
x COMUSHACV Msg, 3147/1813032 Jun 68
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¥. Recovervy Operations, 18-26 Jun 19684

Operation PREBLE RIDGE. The Americal Division is

aweeping the area. Thus far, they have experienced light

contact with the enemy and have not found any PW camps.
z. Recovery Operations, 26 Jul - 2 Jul 1968##

Operation PREBLE RIDGE

{1) The Americal Division is conducting e héttaliog-
sized operation through the PREBLE RIDGE AO. Known as
VANCE CANVONM, the coperation commenced 2t the east side of
the area on 21 June and will last as long as operations
in the area are productive. )

(2) During the rirst week's operations, there yas
light enemy contact. An arms cache was captured at

n 26 June. Total results for the week were:
friendly « 5 HIA; enemy -~ 6, NVA KI4, 46 individual

veapons and nine crev-served weapons wWere captured. HNHo

PW camps vere located.,

A\

MACV Msg, 3276/2513052 Jun 68
COMUSMACY Msg, 3408/0213332 Jul 68
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aa. Recovery Overations, 3=9 Jul 1968%
Operation PREBLE RIDGE. The Bn op‘eration conducted by

the American Divislon in the PREBLE RIDGE AQ was terminated
thils Week with no further significant contact. No signa of
recent FY aetivity were found, and this ares has_bheen
removed from the high probability PW camp areas.

E

bb. Recovery Overations, 10-16 Jul 196884 .

(1) Operation. Qn 9 July an element of the
Sth Special Porees Group canducted an operation ageinst a PW
camp alleged to hold 26 PW including an ARVN officer. The
position of the camp _, was reported by an alleged
escapee on 7 July and was confirmed by a US FAC. The PW
camp was found as described; however, it had been abandeoned.

(2) 25th Division QOperation

{a}) On 9 July, the JPRC recelved reports concerning
an underground bunker av—] alleged to hold
‘ 20-40 l{§ and GVN P¥, and coordinested the planning of a
recovery operation with the 25th Division.

{b) Operatlion commenced at 161200¥ July with 4/23D
Mech attackling from the road in the vieinity or-

to seize the PW camp.

(¢) The source who provided the information 1a
accompanylng the attacking force. At the time of this
report, the force had not located the alleged came site.

cc. Recovery Operatlions, 17-23 Jul 156Ba%a

(1) 25th Division Operation -

(a) The operation by 4/23D Mech to lcecate an alleged
underground PY bunker was conducted en 16-July in bhe.
vicinity ot—with nagative results. The
source accompanied the APCS but was unable to locate the
bunker. He stated that he believed the PW camp to bhe 2
kam further NE.

CV jlsg, 3544/0912552 July 68

MUSMACV I'sg, 3697/1613012 July &8
COMUSMACV Mug, 3830/2313202 July 68
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(b) Another sweep was conducted on 20 July in the
vicinity o 1th negative results. The 25th
Division is conducting other operations in this A0 and
#1ll be alert to recaver the PW if located.

{2) Operation MILWAUKEE ROAD -
{a) 0n 21 July, the JPRC received a reperb of two

separate aightings of three Caucasian PW 1n'the vicinity
af Quan Lol A JPRC representative arrived at
Quan Lol on 22 July, and it was declided to launch a
recovery operation on 23 July using & platoon ¢f FRU and
a platoon from S00 assets. The 1st Bde, 1st Inf would
provide a company, reaction force, and artillery. and air
support.

(b) The operation commenced at 230630H, with two
platoona landed by helo a.t—) A Montagnard
souree fccompanied the {drce, which proceeded with light
enemy c:ntact tovard the objective. AL 231330H the force
located an enemy base camp a consisting afl
14 buildings and 15 to 20 bunkers with hlankets, tools
and medical supplies, The camp contained no PW and only
& twWo or three-man guard force.

(¢) As of the time of this repart, preparations are

being made to extract the forces.

dd. Recovery Operations, 24«30 Jul 1968% -

(1) Operation MILWAUKEE ROAD

() The base camp located a-had been

abandoned within the hour. The PRU and S0G teams were

extracted by 231700H.and the base camp was destroyed by
artillery fire.

{b} The Montagnard source and gulde was debriefed on
the evening of 23 July. He was very frightened by the
helo ride and shooting, but affirmed that they had reached
the base campe where the PW had been sighted five days

eviously,

COMUSMACY Msg, 397573012032 July 63 i
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(2) 173d_ABN Operation
{a) On 28 July, the JPRC received infermation that

sources of the 1734 ABN BDE had reported the presence
of four US POW in the Cay Glep Mountains The
173d ABN BDE has planned and started an operation to
recover the PW.

(b) At 290300B two seven-man long—range:patrols {LRP)
The

were inserted by boat a

teams are to infiitrate £o two camps reported gt

eapectively. As of the time
of this report, the LRP are proceeding nor&ally and have
made no contacts. .

(c) Artiliery, gunshipa, FAC eand a company reaction
force Are gzvailable for support. If the LPR operation
fails to locate the FW, it 4s ;lanned to lnsert two PRU

for additional reconnaissance.

HRecovery Operations, 31 Jul - & Aug 19681
o

{2) 1734 ABN_BDE Operation

{8) The first LRP completed its mission to investi-
gate alleged PW activity at- on 3 Aug with
negative results, and was extracted.

{b) The second LRP located an occupled enemy camp at

on 2 Aug. One VC who awoke and dilgeovered
the LRP was silently killed. The team investigated

their target a-wit.h negative results. On
3 Aug the team returned to the camp egt_g
that

finding it Just abandoned. A building was found
had been used to house PH. GX socks.and & web belt were
Tound indicating presence of US PW. A list of 55 VN PM
and other documents were taken.

{c) On 4 Aug a BN cordon and search operation was

conducted at Kuan Vigh village with negative results.

WMACY Msp, 4136/0613252 Aug 63
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{d) Aaditional 2gent reports located pessible PW
aites will be investigated during the next few days.
The abandoned PW camp wlll be placed under surveillance
by 7 Aug, A JPRC representative 1s at Bon_s _s?ng to

assist in planning further recovery operations in this

aret.

(2) 1lth LT INF BDE Operations

{a} JPRC received information on 2 Aug that an agent
had reported a PH camp on 31 July alleged to contailn 30
US and 25 ARVN PVW ah—] The camp was reported
to have been active about one month, and the source was
willing to guide a recovery operatlon.

{b) The 1lth LT INF BDE conducted a company airmobile
assault on 4 Aug, landing a! The source led
them down aseveral trails,but became disoriented m_;lost:.
The company searche:{ the entire valley to the south without
enemy cgntact, and was extracted at ON1600H at BS 5864.

ff. Recovery Operations, 7-13 Aug 1968

Operation CUSTER LANCE (Formerly 173d ABN BDE Qperation)

(1) Company cordon and aearch operations were conducted

on vitlages ot

;n 7 - 11 Aug. Nc prisoners were found, and
detainees questioned provided no new information on PH
locations.

(2) Five LRP are engaged in searchinq for reported PW
camps throughout the mountain area. The abandoned PW camp
at was placed under surveillance on 7 Aug. Two
Sandia selsmic detectlon devices weras emplaced near the
camp on 12 Aug.

(3) The 173d ABN BDE forces were gugmented by two BRIGHT

LIGHT teams of 12 men each on 9 Aug. One team 1s attempting

a military prisoner snateh in an AO vieinity g and

?%ﬁsrmcv Mag, 4303/131226Z Aug 68
TO% P-166 Appendix F
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will investigate a cave at- reported to contain

( three PW on 9 Aug. The second team 1g employed with the
Sandla devices to monitor the abandoned PW camp and search
another A0.

(4) Many enemy have been sighted by the recon.teams,
and some light contact has been made. Operations are planned
in this area for tvwo more weeks in attempts to ;.ocate the
four allegeq US PW.

. gg. Recove erations, 14-20 Aug 1968%

Operation CUSTER LANCE. The two BRIGHT LIGHT teams were
extracted 16 Aug upon completion of their missions and
returned to Danang on 17 Aug. The 173d AEN BDE conmtinues to
monitor the 5andis devices, and to keep the PH camp at
ﬁunder surveillance. Operations in and around the
Cay Ciep Mountain area wWill continue for ancther week 4n
attempts to loecalize any US PH.
hh. Reco'.rer‘y QOperations, 21-27 Aug 1960%%

Operation CUSTER LANCE. The 173d ABN BDE has thoroughly

——

gearched the area and bel.iev.es the enemy forces and PW have
moved out, The PW camp located au was the only
evidence of U5 P¥ lound. All forces have been removed from
the Cay Ciep Mountaln area becausa of other operational
comnitmenta. However, the Sandia devices near the abandoned
PY camp are being monltored from the zir, and a reaction
force is available il the enemy returna.

11. Recovery Operations 28 Aug - 3 Sep 195688#%

Operation CRANBERRY BOG

{1) On 28 Aug, JPRC received a report—~from Can Tho that
two Vietnamese escaped from a PW camp a_on
27 Aug, and alleged that the camp contained 35 VN prisoners
and eight U5 PW. The camp was guarded by only elght VC. A

JPRC representative was flown to Can Tho.

4

USMACV Meg, 4476/2013042 Aug 68
3 b MUSHMACV Msg, 4635/271158Z & - 68
¥ COMUSMACY Msg, 4790/0311222 Sep 68

T o= s GUMUSMAGY Meg. 4476/2013042 Aug 68
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(2) A Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) raid was
planned for the night of 30-31 Aug. The ralding party ocon-
sisted of ona US SEAL PRU Advisor, the twe escapees, and
ning PRU. Specisal equipment was provided by JERC including
radies, IR strobe lights, s small life-raft, explasive bolt
cutters and starlight scopes. The team was 1nagrted at
1800 in an ARVN outpost & about 3006 meters from
the PW camp. At midnight, they began their infilltration to
the camp under cover of a US FAC employing the starlight
scopes. The raft was used to transport the radios and

Weapans acreoss the rlver to the PW camp.

{3) At dawn, s reaction force of 60 PRU was airborne in

helos near the camp site, and was supported by four gunships.

The raiding party attacked the guards and killed two VC
while the others ran. The raction force laended and agrdoned
off the area. A total of 19'VN prisoners, mostly ARVN and
RF-PF, wer%‘round shackled and standing in trenches filled
wlth water chest deep. They were liberated, and interro-
gated immediately regarding the US PW. There were no
friendly casualties.

{4) It was determined that the US P¥Y has been removed
fraom the camp on 28 Aug by an estimated enemy Bn, and taken
in an unknown directlon. A search of the area revealed no

clue as to the fate of the elght US. Detalled interrogation

. of the VN prisoners 1s continuing. 'The two sources were

rewarded by CORDS for thelr services. -

J3. Recovery Operations, 4-10 Sep 19687

Operation CRANBERRY £0C - -

{1) Debriefing and colation of information gained in
this operation continues.

(2) 15 million leaflets in the following mix are to be
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of captured allied personnel, 4 million’weapons reward,
4 miliion Chieu Haol, and 2 million sa¥e conduct leaflets.
kk. Recovery Crerations, 11-17 Sep 1968%

Opearation DOGWOOD KNOT
{1) On 13 Sep, JPRC received information that.-two

US PW were being held atﬁ They are kept in a

hut at night along the RVN side of & stream that i1s the
border between Cambodia and RVN. In daylight hours, they

are dlspersed in sampans on the river.

{2) Reportedly, one of the VC guarda wants to defect
with the PW, but is unable ta get them away frem the
viliage. The source wWas returned to the area to gain
further intelligence.

{3} Planning is underway for a recovery operation in

the early morning houra of 19 Sep whether the source returaus

w'

ﬁ A company-sized CIDG unit will be landed immediately

by helo to aearch the huts along the stream. Sufitable sir
assets and reasction forces are avallable to support the
mission.

11. Recovery Qoerations, 18-24 Sep 1969%%

{1) Operation DOGWOOD RMOT

(a) The operation planned for 15 Sep was canceéled

because of dated intelligence, inundated landing zones

making an airmobile assault marginal, and the likelihscé

of enemy fire support from and P¥ removal to the
Cambodlian side of the stream. - -

(b) On 21 Sep, new intelligence was received when

the agent returned from the village at- Tne

two US PW have been moved to the vicinity of a Cambodizn

cutpost 1000 meters into Cambedia at_]

ORUSMACY Msg, 5073/1710362 Sep 68
COMUSMACY f'sg, 5235/241140Z7 Sep 68
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{c) The agent has returned to the area and was
instructed to try to have the sympathetic guard bring
the US PW out for the revard money. The agent iz due
to report out on 24 Sep.

(3) Attempts are being made to confirm tha presence
and obtain the identity of the two US allesgd priscners.
The area 1a under c¢lose surveillance in the‘event the
prisonera are returned 5o RVN, and plana have been
formulated for a recovery operation. Because af the
thin intelligence and the 11 Americans still detzinsd in
Phnom Penh, no clearance for an operatlon into Cambedia
1s sought at this tima. .

(2) Qperation AZALEA CREEK

(a) A female prisoner escaped from & VC prison camp
vicinity'on 17 Sep. The camp Was alleged_tio hold
70-100 VN prisoners and +two US PW. The source was willing
to sui%g a recovery.cperation. N

(b) A JPRE representative was sent $o Can Tho, Bac
Lieu, and Ca Mau to coo;dinate the operation. After
nacessary cacrdination with SA IV Corps, 21lst ARVM Div,
SA An Xuyen Province and the Province Chief, an operation
vas launched at first light 21 Sep.

{(¢) A RF Company with US advisors and commznd element
was landed by helo. Tactical air and naval gunfire
support Were available but not required. The camp was
loceted, but had been abandoned. Further ground search
located 25 Vietnamese prisoners hidden in elephant
grass and guarded by one female VC. - -

(&) The guard and three VC suspects were captured,
and the prisoners liberated. Debrief of the prisoners
reveals that the operation was compromised. The VC
removed the prisoners at midnight before the operation

in tWo gréupa. The second group of about 20 VN PW was

1
ET F-170 Appendix F
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moved toward the U-Minh forest, and was not found. The

prisoners had heard of two US P¥W belng kept in the area,

but had never seen them. There were no ce&suslties,

(3) Operation CUSTER LANCE. The 1734 ABN BDE continues
patrol activlty in the Bong Son area to investlgate spot
reports of US PW in the area. The Sandla devices which were
planted at the abandoned PW camp a—]gn 10 Aug are
sti1l) active and being periodically monitored from the air.

mm. Recovery Operations, 25 Sep - 1 Oct 1960%

Operation SAGINAW LAKE
(1) On 10 Sep, the 1lth Armored CAV HEG received informa-

tion that a PW camp was lccated in an enemy basSe area vicinity
Agents were gsent to galn confirming information. On

27 Sep, additional information was reported from two different

sources, alleging the presenge of nine US FW, 2 hospital,

ammo plant and supply area which is heavlly defenged.

{2) Detfiled planning and ceoordination is underway for a

multi—batta&ion cordon and search cperatlon to recover the

P¥ and destroy the base camp., JPRC is particlpating in the

planning and will provide speclal teams and equUipment to

secure the PY if required.

rn. Recovery Operations, 2-8 Qct 1068%%

(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE

(a) Planning for this cperation continues. On 2 Oct
& JPRC representative vigited the 1lth Armored CAV REG
to asslst them in formulating a concept for the operatiom.
The tentative plan envisions a multi-battalion cordon and
reaction foree to exploit intelligence aof.the target'area
obtalned by Special Forces or PRU recon teams, A target
date for execution of this operation has not been estab-
lished at this time due to other tactlcal priority

misslons.

Q..USMACY Msg, 5395/0122147 Oct 68
COMUSIACY Nsg, 553270611182 Oct 68

'I'o;}:r‘wK N
253 (3) COMUSNACV Mse' 5522/0R11782 nar AR

e

W @ -1 on W s o N

W W w AN N NN N NN NN R g [ T W N o
N B 8 U o2 a0 Mo B R EREEE R EBEE



£I

\
~.

s

-

TOP_SE

T

{b) Intelligence updating on the target area will
continue ungil forces are available to conduce the
operation.

{2) Unilateral Recovery Cperations

(a) On 5 Qect, the Vinh Binh PRU conducted.a uni=-
lateral prisoner recovery operation against a VC camp
at '

{b] The camp location wes pravided by & woman who
recelved a clandestine message from her husband who was
being held in the camp. She reported the information
to a PHU acldier vwho passed it to his US advisor.

{e) This eperation resulted in the recovery/libera-
tion of 27 VN prisonera. There vere no friendly
casualtles,

{(d) Detailed debriefing of the recovered priscnere
is being conducted to determine possible knowledge of
us PW 12 the area. ,

{e) This is the third suceessful recovery operation

conducted in the Pelta in little over a month.

0o. Recovery‘Operations, 9=15 Oct 1968%

(1) Qperation SAGINAW LAKE. PFlsnning responsibility has

been shifted Lo C3 lst INF DIV because of the scale of the

regquired operation. Current eoncept calls for verification

ol PW tamp positions by PRU Tecon teams followed immediztely

by cordon and segrch operations, extraction of any PW

located, and destruction of the enemy base area. This target

will not be struck until after 20 Oct due to prior commitments.

"OHUSNACY Msg, 5681/1513122Z
TOP:QECHET F-1y2 Appendix F

(2) Operaticn SAGE BRUSH - -

(a) On 15 Qet, JPRC received information that a VG PW

camp was located at‘ The source, the wife of

a VC guard, alleged there were five US and 80 VN PW in the
camp guarded by 40 VC, One of the US is reportedly a

Oct 68
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Captain in poor health. The VC guard has agreed to
protect the prisoners during s rald in return for &
reward and his freedom. His wife mugt return to the
camp on 16 Oct, as she was out on a §8-hour medical
pass. -

{(b)" A JPRC representative was flown 1mmgdiately
to Ca Mau where IV Corps representatives we;e planning
for a recovery operation. The concept is not firm &t
this time, but wlll involve & PRU raiding force supple-
mented by other IV Corps assets. This operation will
be conducted ASAP.
Recovery Operations, 16-22 Oct 19681 .

(1} Operation SAGTINAW LAKE
(a) Since 17 Oct, three attempts have been made with

PRU recon teams to confirm the location of the PHW _gamps.
In one case, the PRU teah leader was killed, and the
camps hgve not bean .confirmed,

{b}) Further attempts are being made to insert recon
teams in the area. CG ist DIV is prepared to conduct
the operaticn as soon as verification of the PW location
ls achleved.

(2) Operation SAGE BRUSH

{a) A recovery operation was conducted on 18 QOot at

A 120-man PRU-force

the alleged PW camp at
with US leadership searched the area for four hours
without locating any PW or enemy activity. A VC village
wae located 2 ¥m from the slte with oply women and
children present. The village fortificatdons wvere
destroyed, with no casaulties on eilther side.

(b) Extensive debriel of sources, guldes and village
residents 1s belng conducted in order to determine the

causes and motives for the apparent deception and

uSHALV Msg, 5841/221037Z2 Oect 68
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. compromise. Preliminary investigation indicates that
( o a PV camp wes wldely rumored to be in the ares, and
- the sources and his female relative thought that e
large operation might lécate and recover the PH and
they would get the reward., fThe elaborate detzils and
f notes were fabricated in order to generate % recovery
operation. .

{3} Operation CUSTER LANCE. No activity has taken
place in this 173d ABN BDE AO this month, and this operation

haa terminated.

D
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99+ Recovery Operatigns, 23-29 October 1968 #  ~ 1
(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE ' ' 2
(a) The II FFV LRAP Company has been committed to 3

the recon mission for this operation. The operation 4
commenced on Oct with the insertion of fourn teamn for &n 5
egtimated three day miasion. An air cavalry reaction force 6
is available, and up to two battalions can Q; committed 7
from the lst Division if recon results warrant sxploitation. 8
A JPRC rep has been present at all planning meetings, and 9
the LRRP have been furnished silenced/weapons and chain 10
cutters. 11

(b) Two of the LRRP's made contect with enemy forces 12

of unknovm size shortly after insertion and regquired 13
extraction. The other two teams ere still on the ground 14
and are operational. The-two extracted teams will bhe re- 15
inserted today. ! 16
(2) Operation JUNIPER BERRY 17

(a) On 27 Oct JPRC was edvised that a woman had escaped 18
from a P¥ camp atﬁon 24 Qct. The oamp was 19
alleged to contain 1 U.S., 56 ARVN, and 20 eciv prlsoners, 20
and to be guarded by 12 V.C. AJPRC rep was flown to Can 21
Tha, and a PRU qperaticn planned for 28 Oet. 22

{b) The escapee, the wife of the Chief of Stafl (ARVN) 23
for Ba Xuyen Province, would not accompany the rafd. At 24

0800 on 28 Oct a force of 50 PRU was landed on the target 25

without opposition. Some bunkers wereg located, but it did 26
not appear to be 8 PW site. The force was moved t 27
q a mere likely looking area, and two VC were detained. 28
The area was searched from the alr and ground until 1030 29
when all forces were extracted. A detailed debriefing is 30
underway. 31

Msg, 5969/291210A Oct 68
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- rr. Recovery Operations, 30 October to 5 Movember 1968 *

(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE

(a) Four LRRP teams were maintained on the ground in
the AC from 29 Oct through 3 Nov. They thoroughly searched
the area finding enemy patrols, fighting positions, and

N other evidence of enemy occupation but no la?ge camps of

facillties.

(b) A conventional bpattalion sweep of the area
commenced on 5 Nov and will be terminated on 6 Nov unless
results warrant & larger effort.

ss. Recovery Operations, 6-12 November 1968 *"

(1) Operation SATGHAW LAKE, A battalion aweep through the
A0 was completed on 6§ Nov. A small abandoned enemy camp was
located, but no evidence of & PW camp was found., This operation
is terminated, - -

(2) Operation RAYBURN CANE ITX

{(a) Further information has been gained from an excapee
from the camp complex in eastern Darlac Province. There are
three pnséible camp aite; vhere three U.S, missionaries may
be held. An operation has been planned to seareh for the
eamp in the vielnity o

(b) A special leaflet has been produced designed to
enccurage Ald to the missionarles. These leaflets are mixed
wilth regular reward and Chieu Hol leaflets, and are to be
dropped in the base area complex an 12 Nav,

(c) A special recon team of 15 men will be inserted on
16 Rov with a planned search mission of three days. Alr
support and a company reaction force will he prnvided.by I
FFV. URC-64 radios, M-79 pump guns, a silenced M-16 and
special signalling equipment were provided through JPRC.H¥

OMUSMACY Msg, 33539/0513552 Nav &8
COMUSMACY Msg, 34898/1213082 Nov 68
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K tt. Recovery Operations, 13-19 November 1968 ¥

) (1) Operation RAYBURN CANE III.
o (a) Additional guestioning of Source and visual recon

flown 15 Nov indicate soyrce escaped from camp ar,i
This is in the immediate area of three PW camps
located on Operation RAYBURN CANE II in May 68, indicating

that the PW carp complex has been reoccupled,

(b) A special recon team of three U.S, and 12 indigencus*

w members was inserted at at last 1ight on 17 Nav.

They are proeeeding toward the objective &rea with no enemy _

contact during firat 48 houra. The team ia prepared to
continue until PM 21 Nov apd a company reaction force 1s
standing by for insertion if an occupled PW cite is loeated.

uu. Recovery Operations, 20-26 November 1968 wma

(1) Operation RAYBURN CANE III. —
5]
{a) This operation wes terminated 211150 Nov when the

recon team was extracted after belng compromised and tracked
by enemy forces. ¥While making the 201700 Nov radio contact

~ the team had established a small perimeter v:l.c”

" when two VC scouts walked up on the team and observed them.
The two VC scouts turned and ran down the trail before the
team could rezct. Shortly after they were compromised the
team heard two shota which are normally used by the VC in

- that area to sound an aslarm. )

(b) The team had observed a large VO village approx one
one Klloneter west of their compromided location and they
felt &8n enemy search force would scon saturate the area.

An extraction was réﬁuested. = )
(¢) The PAC on statlon selected an extraction LZ but the
team was wvnable to reach the LZ before dark. They selected

a secluded area to await first light and as soon as the

morning haze lifted on 21 Nov the team was extracted from

wlthout incldent,

CMUSMACY Msg, 36519/1913052 Nov 68
) COMUSMACY hsg, 3810472612257 Nov 68
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{d) A plan iz being developed to Anfiltrate Montagnard
scoutsinto the area to determine if the U.S, prisoners were
moved ag a8 result of the recon team being observed. When the
PW carmp loocation has been confirmed, a follow-up operation is

planned.

(2) Operation NORFOLK TAR.
(8) An KVA ralliier who turned himsell in'te the 1s% Cav

Div last week has disclosed the lccation of a PY camp at-
The camp is reported to contain two U.S. and at

least eight ARVN priscnera. Polygraph tests indicate the
source 1s probably telling the truth,

{b} Source believer he can gulde a recovery to the camp
and has volunteered to accompany U.S. foroces en this operation.

+ {e) Co A, 5th Special Foroes Group has developed & .

concept of operation and.will execute B recovery qEEempt as
of operation and will execute a rTecovery Attempt as soon BE
the congept is approved by II FFORCEV. The JPRC will continue
to moni;or this operation and will provide assistance as
reguirad,

vv. Recovery Operations, 27 November -3 December 1968%

(1} Operation NGHFOLK TAR.

(a) The ovperation was approved and supported by II FFV.
Co A, 5th SFQ waa to doncuct the raid on 1 Dec aftar
irfiltration of a recon team on the night of 30 Nev. There
was a4 Bn from the lst Cav Div and one Troop of Adr Cav aa
reaction force.

(b} The recon team was inserted at 2300 on 30 Nov and
was accompanied by the Hol Chanh. After moving taward the
objective for two hours, they ohserved a line of 25 to 30
flashlights moving abreast towards them. Artillery was called
in and the lights went out. About 30 minutes after the

artillery ceased the lights went on again and econtinued to

COMUSMACY Msg, 39588/031106Z Dee 68
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- close. The recon team refurned to the LZ and wnz extracted,
\ and Spooky (AC~47) was called in on the search party.
(a) Becruse of the compromiee and the OB indicating
two NVA regiments in the aree, the assult waas terminated.
The source refused to return to the srea. €0 A, 5th SFG

plans £o redevelop the target srea when enemy action

-

subsides,
{2) Operation SAGE BRUSH IT. .
d {a) On 18 Oet 68 & PRU force ralded an 8lleged P¥W camp

_I The source for this cperation was reporting 10

hearsay evidence of & PY camp in the area, and had not actua.lly 11

w B N B oW N

seen the camp. The camp was not found on the raid. 12

(b) On 1 Dec an ascapee from the same camp wes re- 13

covered by the PRU. He has been extenaively interrogated 1y

and polygraphed, He was tn the camp at the time of_the 15

October raid, and heard the loudspeaker airerarft which were 16

— employeq,. He estimates the actual camp position about 1500 17
meters from the raided site {about . Thia source i8

confirms that there Bre ;hree u.s. in the camp. 19

" (¢) Planning is undervay for a second recovery operation 20

. in the next 72 hours. A JPRC representative 1s present, snd 21

special eguipment will be furnished. 22

(3) Recovery of Bodies from Helo Crash. 23

. (&) On 27 Nov a UH-1 from the USAF 20th Helo mquadron 24
was shot down in Cambodia at ﬁwith 10 persons on 25

. beard. Plve men were rescued allve by another helo from 26
the 20th squadon. The remaining five were believed killed 27

in the fire, : - - - 28

{b) On 29 Nov a recovery team was inserted at the gite. 29

After checking for booby traps and finding no sight of enemy 30
activity, the team recovered the remains of five persons, The 31

team was extracted without contact, 32

ir’ \
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ww. Recovery Operations, 4-10 December 1968 .

(T (1) Operation SAQE BRUSH IT

(a) The raild commenced st noon on 8 Dec with one PRU

company and two mobile strike force companies from Co D,
5th SFG inserted by helo on the primary tanrget. vic-

but had been .

abandoned at least 2§ hours earlier, The camp was exactly

as the escapee had described it with the exception of two 10

t.

new structures bullt sinece his excape. Tweﬂty pounds of 11
doeumentq and samples of leg stock leg irons and medicines le
were captured and the ecamp set on fire. S0 detainees were 13
taken from a nearby VC hamlet for questioning. 14

{b) At 1400 hours a helo participating in the pperation 15

sighted another previously unknown camp and personnel at 16

and the reserve moblle strike Toree company was 17

18
and the guards and 12
approximately §0 Vietnamese prisonere fled. Seven Vietnamesze 20
elvilian prisoners were recovered. Near the extraction LZ 21

a brief fire fight ensued with 2 VC captured and 4 VC KIA. 22

A total of epproximately 37 structures vere destroyed in 23

i the camps and near by ¥C hamleta during the operation 24
after which air strikes were called in to complete the 25
destruction of the primary target PW camp, causing one 26
secondary explosion. There were no friendly casualtiles. 27

{c) Battlerield interrogation of ~he 7 prisonere ;e- 28

covered revealed no knowledge of U.S. prisoners. Further 29
lnterrogation of these returnees and the 50 detainees is 36

underway, and the documents are belng screendd by CDEC for 31

any information on U.S. prisoners. 32

COMUSHACV Mag, 41173/101251Z Dec 68
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4 xx. Recovery Operatiogns, 11-17 Decembgr'1965 a

J (1) Operation ELM STREET
{(a) ELM STREET i1s the code name which has been given

to the pending operation belng developed by IV Corps Hq
and the Ministry of Chien Hol in Kien Giang Province.

(b) Information obtained on 16 Dee indicgtes there are
probably six U.S. prisoners being held in the camp instead

of the four priscners previously reported.

{c) The VC platoon leader has been provided with a

small camera and a note book with inatrustions to obtain

plctures of and biographical data on the prisonera.

(d) Hegotiations will continue in an attempt to effect

their release.

(2) Operation SAGE BRUSH II
{a) Information is s€1ll filtering out of the mrea in

M ]
which this operation was conducted. Local inhabitants have

sbtated that seven VO’ cadre were killed by the gunships at

—J They further stated that the prisoners vere

moved hecause of & planned naval operation in the ares.

They sald they had no forewarning of the recovery opersation.

(b) Documents captured during this operation consist

ol notebeaoks, memoranda, personal letters, interrogation

reports and PW rosters as well ag rosters of the VC Security

Section in Cai Noue District and other Security Agencles of

Ca Mau Province, and VC MR-3, In addition, the PW camp SOP

and regulations, interrogation instruction bookiets and VC

EEI were among the captured decuments. Iniltisl readout of

these documents revedl there is a cofplex”of six separate

camps in the area containing 444 priscners. A detailed

readout of these documents 1s in progress,

(e) It 1a believed the priscners wlll be moved to a

new location as a result of this operatlon. PRU assets are

CV I'sg,

TOP RET
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attempting to determine where they will be moved in
order to comduct another recovery operation.
(d) Photographs taken in the PY camp will be for-
warded under separate cover.
¥Y. Recovery Operations, 1B-24 December 1968 #- ..

. (1) Operation ELM STREET .

#

(a) Authorities of the Gis Dinh Chieu Hoil Center and

Mr Anh of the Ministry of Chieu Hol have presented the KKK .
terms of rally to President Thieu for consideration by
the Government of Vietnam.

(b) The KKK are reportedly willing to rally and return
the six U,S5, PH two days after being informed of the GYN's
sccepiance of them as Hol Chan.

(c¢) At the last meeting between Chieu Hol officials
and KEX representatives mo mention was made of V¢ elements

being involved in the relly or of enemy held U.S. PW,

(2) Operstion SEATTLE FAIR

{a) A 525 agent from Phan Thiet, who operates in the
vicinity or- repl:rbed 13 U.S., 256 ROX, 1 Philipino
and numerous Vi PWs were located in the viednity of Ong
Houm:ail! The 302 VC Bn i1s charged with security
of the enemy‘'s inatallations in the area. Allegedly this
force was moved out of the area on 20 Dec till afternoon
of 22 Dec. NADPhan Thiet decided that they would react
to this Information on 20 Dec.

(b) NAD initiated plsnning immediately snd notieed the
JPRC with an intent message on 21 Dec. JPRC reps were
dispatched and attended a final mission brdefing at aiIGOOH
Dec. IFFV designated Task Force South as the Command element.
In order to accomplish the mission before the 302 VC Bn
returned to the area the action team had ta be inserted,

fix the target and liberate the PW by 22120Q0H Dec 68,

S Msg, U4164/2411252 pe 48-
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{c) The action team was inserted at last light on
on 21 Dec. During the evening and night the team could
not find a high speed truil and had not reached their
objective by 221200H Dec. At thie time the decosopm was

was made to gbort the misslon. .- e

(d) The JPRC has requested that an increased intelli-
gence collection effort be mounted in this area by both
1 and IIFFY. When more information becomes gvallgble this

L= -- T B - Y R T . e

operation will be relnitiated.
{(3) Unilateral Operatlicn Conducted by ARVN in An Xuyen Provinece.l0

On 19 Dec the An XUYEN Province Chief directed & four company 11
unilateral prisoner recovery operation in Cal Nouo District 12
vic This 18 in the sgame general area in which 13
Operation SAGE BRUSH II wae conducted but was based on what 1y
was thought to be more current intelligence. There wag_pesative 15
enemy ¢ontact during instruotion and very few people were 16
in the objgstiva area. The reported camp was not found. 17
One VC hoagital, completely stocked with medical suppllies and 18
equipment waa found. One cache consisting of an 82mm mortar 19
and seven rounds of mortar ammunition was also found in the 20
area, There were no friendly causlties. No personnel were 21
recovered. a2

(4) 25th Div Operation., lst Bde, 25th Inf Div, in coordi- 23
nation with a representative from the JPRC, has formulated , 24
a tentative plan to conduct this recovery operation as soon 25
as forces are available. The Deputy CG, 25th Div was briefed 26
on the concept on 19 Dec and has approved it. No date haa 27
been set for the conduct of this operatign. . L 28

TOP _SECRET F-183 Appendiz F



%zz. Recovery Operations, 25-31 December 1960 *
( {1)

(2) OPERATION ELM STREET. The GVN 1s considering conditions

for the rally af the KKK. However,_ 8n enployea

of USAID, is in contact with the KKK concerning the return

of the U.8. PW. The JPRC ia continulng to monitor these
discussaions,

(3) RECOVERY OF ARVN PRISONERS IN AN XUYEN PROVINCE. The

ARVN 32nd Regiment recovered 83 ARVN PW during a aearch and
clear operation north of CA.HAU in an XUYEN Province vleinity
ﬁon 23 Deo. Although this was not a Recovery
Operation, elements of the ARVN 32nd Regiment discovered
the PW camd in thelr A0, surprised the guard forces and - e
released the B3 PU's,
(4) RELEASE OF 3 U.S. PW FROM EASTERN NAM BO. The enemy

haa stated they released the three men on 22 Dec 68, As yet
they have not returned to U.S. CONTROL: Another discussion
meeting wlth the enemy is acheduled Tor 0101007 Jan 69. The
JPRC 18 continuing to monltor the progress of thi:la releage.

(5) 25TH INP DIV OPERATION. Delayed by the enemy threat

to TAY NINH CITY.
(6 PRU_OPERATIONS . - -
(a) PRU conducted an operation in VINH BINH Province

to regcover 3 U,S, and 10 VN PW's., Allegedly held in the

vicinity Ofﬁ The operatlion conducted on 27 Dec

CIKCPAC Msg, 0103042 Jan 69
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resulted in capture of six enemy. Debriefing of the
captured VC pay reveal the validity of the information.

{b) The Baclieu FHU conducted an unilateral FW
recovery operation ocn 27 December in the vicinity or-
-J This raid resulted in recovery of 20 c¢ivilians
snd three ARVR EW and 23 ensmy captured.

' (7) P-105 PANDA 01, DOWM TH LAOS. / .

{a) 25 Dec JISARC reported an !-ms,i wvas
down at- The pllot was obeerved hanging fronm
hisa chute in the trees, JOLLY GREEN 17 went in for the
plek up and a PJ was lowvered to the ground where he was

. WIA. At this time JG-17 came under attack and wgs forced
out of the area. During the course of his maneyvering the
hoist cable was broken, dropping_the aircrew member and
negating any chance cof rgcovering thes PJ. JSARC noﬂ._riad
JPRC and requeated a bright light be initiated. JSARC also
1ndicat€? that both men were posaible KIA and only an

electronic aegreh would continue,

(b) 26 Dec: AlE!'s received strong beeper signala from

the area where the PJ and pilot were lost

A bright light team was positioned at NKP and
placed in a hold status pending further werd for JSARC.
At 271200H Dec 7th AP determined that a rescue attempt
would not be feasible and JSARC notifiled JPRC to cancel
the bright light alert and return the team to ita duty

. station. . - — -— - . -

(B)ﬁgsmmc IN LAOS. SAR reported a&
-;ighr.lns in Laos viclnityh An A-1

SANDY PILOT reported he observed

F-185 Appendix F
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- PART VI, JPRC HISTORY, 1969 -

( A. (pd oraanzzATION )
asions/Functions
In June 19569, MACSOG published an Organization and

ons Manual which set forth the mission and ruﬁciionn of

Funce
the Center. The JPRC is ldentified within the MACSOG’ organiza-
tion a8 Recovery Studles Group, MACSOG-80, and under JPRC

Director is divided into Admindstrative, Intelligence and

“ Operatilions tlons.
2. ) Tab _§ contains the mission of the Center and the
funetlons of the Director and the Intelligence and Operations

Division &8 preseribed in the manual.

EVASIOM AMD TSCAPE (ELE)

Survival Kits

a. The Seventh Alr Force, i& coordinstion with the JFRC,
took ateps, in 1969, to update and incorporate recommended
changes in thé ELE aepial delivery kits.

( b. It was determined that two Xxits would be pre-positioned

at both Danang AFE and Nahkon Phanom RTAFB.

a. On 31 December 1955._ escaped

from the VC after having been & prisoner for rive years.
The information provided by!waa determined to be
invaluable in assisting the JPRC to develop guidance and

procedures for ruture recovery operations.#
b. His debriefing contalned the following informatlion:

) . |

Seventh Alr Porce Regulation 67-23. 15 July 1969,
CIMCPAC itsg. 091855% Jan 69.
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Program Review. In conjunction with JUSPAO and the

June 1969, began a long-range review of the FW psychelogical
operatlions and reward program for the purpose of making the
entire program more effective. Major areas to be reviewed vere

media, themea, target audience, ard locale., It wam expected

__that this revieu\would take several months to aceompllsh and

Tirst eix months of 1969, the following rewards were paid
as part of the reward program.

8. A Vietnamese farmer recelved $400 for recovering the

remains of Z:-—} lst Cavalry Division, who

had been MIA since 1 April 1968. .

b, A Vietnamese farmer was paid $400 for recovering the

remalns ot——] 9th Infantry Division, who

had been MIA since 19 February 1568.

¢. A redard payment of $100 was made to-~a Vietngmese

civilian who located the remains of_ us

Navy.

d. -who recovered the bodies of twe Alr PForce

officers found at an A-26 crash site were pald $400.

p-188
TQP 8 ET Appendix F

.
EREERRBRRERREBERKEEEEK [P



} Pield Procedures. In 1969, field force commanders

profiulgated standardized procedures in order that recovery

operations for PWs could be launched with a minimum loas of

tine. These steps were initlated as the result of the .COMUSMACY

policy change which encourazged field oommanders to h? alert to

the poasibllity of taking immediate action to recover PWs when

-surricient information was available. Tab 10 is &n example of
v+ & directive of this type vhich was published by Headgquarters,

Vietnam.

difficulties encountered in coordinating conventional force
operations, MACS0G, in July 1969, tasked each of the three
command and centrol (CiC) Detachments to be prepared to provide,
on call, an exploiltation force of'-up to one company of men -to
conduct PW recovery operations.® “The TOR which established this
additional suppogt to the JPRC by MACSOG forces is contain;d in
‘ap 11,

Chronclogy of Operations, 1969. Following is a

ology of recovery operations and related activities during
the period 1 January 1969 to 2 September 196% as reported by
the JPRC.
a. Operations, 1-7 Jan 1969%#

(1) Operation ELM STREET

(a) 8 USAID employee, was in contact

vith the alleged VO camp commander on 3 Jan and the

defection of the VC guards with five US PWs was Marranged”

for 041430 Jan. According to the information provided

by- the PW camp was located in Xien Gilang
Province, near Ha Tien atd (approximately one

kilemeter south of the Cambodian border).

- s — e — —

S ACS00 Msg, 310610Z Jul 69. —
+ COMUSMACY Msag, 1336/0711212 Jan 69,

———
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-- (b) The VC commsnder said he would ignate a yellow
(_ amoke grenade at 1530 nours to mark his and the Pus

- location. The C&4C helieopter would land at that loca-
tion, covered by gunships and LOHs, pieck up the defeo-
tors and the PWa and take them to Ha Tien. . _

{(c) To svold an ambush and to provide a forece to
sveep the area once the plekup had been madei a
reaction/recovery force of one CIDG company would be
3 avallable from the Ha Tien Special Faroes camp.

(d) At 0YlU30 Jan, the recovery hellcopter was
over the target area but there was no signal from the
ground. At 1500 houra, the CIDG company was inserted,
the erea was sealed off and a thorough 8e&roh of the
area was conducted. ZThe area is. flat, relatively open
with very little cover or concealment for a camp, _The
sveep revealed that therg was no caEmp nor people in

- the target area. .

(e and his "agsets” could not explain

why there was nothing in the area or why the pre-
“ arranged "defection® did not materialize.

{2) 25th Infantry Pivision Operations. Thisg operation

is being delayed by the enemy threat to Tay Ninh City.

o N

{a)
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3. VC indoctrination techniques.

5. PSYWAR technigues used by the VO and
Tecommpendations for countermeasures by US forces.

6. Eseape and evasion technigues.
.1. Confinement procedures.

8. Camp locations and aketches of the main
camp.

+ (b) The initial lesson learnmed from first debdriefing
sesslon with Major ROWE indicate the acouracy.;r PW camp
sightings reported in the intelligence colleotlon effort
known as Qperation BLACK KNIGHT. Casual source and Hoi
Chan reports of F¥ camp sites within the FW installaticn
Were very close to locatlions provided by Major ROWE.

(c) The information pertaining to camp locations
provided by MSG PIT2ER who was released in Oct 67 was
extremely accurate. D

(d) The lessons learned from the initial debriefing
are being collated by JPHC and forwarded to field upits.
(4) Release of Three US PWs from Eastern Nem Ba

(a) on 1 Jan 69, the VC returned SP4X BRIGHAM,

SP4 JONES gnd PFC SMITRE to US contrel

{b) Initial debriefings by 525th MI Oroup and JPRC

representatives disclosed the following:

1. During thelr detentlon, they observed or
heard mentioned 10 other U3 prisonera. There is
some confusion as to the names of thesme 10 PHs
and the 525th MI Group 1is developing this list,.

2. appeared to be
highly confused concerning dates, times and
locations. Based on the initial debriefings, 1it.
appears they will have only limited knowledge or
information that will assist the JPRG.

3. Even though they vere detalned far a
relatively short peried of time, Ghey were not
A5 alert or responsive as Major ROWE was during
his debrlerlngtf
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b. Operations, 8-14 Jan 1969%

{1) Attempt to Recover Downed USAF 0-1 Pilot in IV CTZ

(a) On 11 Jan 69 at approximately 1630 hours, the

JPRC was notified by JSARC that 0-1 BIRDPOG was elther

shot down or crashed in the IV GTZ at !. The

crash site was approximately five kilometers‘HE of Cao
Lanh. A JOLLY GREEN which was on the seene, inserted
& PJ who reported that the pilat

and a Vietnamese backseat observer were
not in the aireraft nor in the irmediate area of the
crash site., He reported the O-1 was not héavily
damaged; there was nco apparent battle damage and he
@id not see any blood in or arouné the aireraft. A
recovery force of one RF/PF company wam on the ground
to guard the alreraft and to search the area for the
missing crew. -

(b),The JPRC took immediate action to notify
NAVPORV of the situation to alert gll Navy vessels in
the avea of the possibility that the O0-l1 erew might
have been captured, in which case they would probably
be moved by sampan. A reward leaflet drop was rea-
quested and flovwn over the search area. The ground
search eopntinued until dark.

{c) At approximately 1610 hours 12 Jan 69, LT¢
LONG, Deputy G-2, If CTZ, telephoned JPRC and stated
that contact had been made through friendly villagers

by the captors of -and the ARVN observer

and that they were willing to release them for three.
million piasters each. A representative from JPRC was
sent to Cac Lanh to attempt a negotlation for the
release. JPRC, arrived at Cao Lanh at
121815 Jan and coordination was initiated. ARVN

agents were sent out to establish contact with the

' [¥E] COMUSMACY Mag, 2745/141105Z Jan 69. oo
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captors and to arrange details for armeetiog. The
44th STZ planned an operation to séél eff the area
Pr interest in the event the negotiatlon falled. At
and an ARVN

interpreter flew to an outpoat north of Cag Yanh to

0900 hours 13 Jan 69,

attempt to locate the enemy negotiafor or a Eu.aiaon
party to establish contact. Upon landing a£ the out-
post, the ARVN company commander of the outpost
etated that two of his agents had spotted the body

of an American in the vieinity of

Were sure that it was

nntiﬁ.ed‘ PSA, of the situatilon.

was inserted into the area and the body was recovered

One ocompeny

at 131050 Jan. Apparent cause of death was multiple
gunshot wounds. The ARVN Lt 1is MIA.

—

{2) 25th Infantvy Divisidn Operation. The JPRC 1is

dropping egfurta to have an operation conducted in the
25th Division AD to recover five US and an unknown number
of ARVN PWg reported at The initial intelldi-
gence on this target was obtained on 30 Nov, but the

25th Div hasz not been mble to mount an operation due to
the enemy threat to Tay Ninh City. Chances for a
successful operation at this late date are remote,

(3) US_PYW Sighting in III CTZ .

{a) on 9 Jan 69, the JPRC received & report from
IFFV rated C-3 with information on a possible sighting
of three US PWs in Bo Trenar Hamlet, Phouc Long
Province at The source reporta there ape.
only six enemy guards with the prisoners,

(b) The JPRC has recommended to II FFV that a
recovery operatlon be conducted in that area using PRU
or Speclal Forees assets, This target is within five

kilometers of the Bu Dop Speclal Forces camp.,

ng -193
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¢. Operations, 15~21 Jan 1969%
{1) Operational Planninz for Recovery of US PHs in
IIT CTZ. 'Phe JPRC receilved 8 message from USAINTC (FPart

Holabird} pe: the debriefing of who was

released by the VC on 1 Jan 69. stated. that his
first place of confinement was in a cave at thg base of
either Nul Ba Den or Nuil Cau. This was the th:;.rd unre-
lated report of a VC PW camp at one of the above loca~
tione. As many as five US PWs have been reported in the
same general area at_ On 18 Jan, the JPRC sent
4 message to IXI PFV recommending & recovery operation be
conducted against this target. Coordination bas been
effected between JPRC, II FFV and Co. A, 5th SFGA to con=
duct a recovery operation between the periocd 25-29 Jap.

{2) US_PW Sighting in III CT2 )i G-2, I1.

FFV reports that these PWa fiave been moved to an unknown

location. \ .

b

{3) Movement of US PWs into Cambodila

(a) Since the escape and Tecovery 01‘ ]

—] the JPRC has received several unconfirmed

reports of US PWe being moved into Cambodla.

(b) It 13 too emrly to verify these reports or to
contlude that as a result or! escape, the
enemy 13 attempting to preclude friendly recovery of
US priscners by moving them across the barder, How-
ever, US field commanders are being glerted to this
poasibility,

d. Operations, 22-28 Jan 1969## - -

(1) NUI BA DEN Operation

(1) On 24 Jan 69, the female Hol Chanh knowledge-
able of the PW cave at Nul Ba Den was escorted by JPRC
personnel from the National Chieu Hoi Center in Salgon
to Co. A, 5th SPGA in Bien Hoa. She was intarrogated

OMUSMACY Msg, 4285/2109152 Jan 69.. _ ]
COMUSMACY Msg, 5815/2814452 Jan 9

-

/'.:.VUU“U:SMHUV Mag, 4985/4L0YL5Z Jan oY8.. _ -
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by Co. A personnel and will stay there for several
daya. Co. A has condusted a visual reconnaissance
{VR) with the male Hoi Chanh and plan to conduct &
VR with the female Hoi Chanh as scon as pessible.

{b) Also on 24 Jan 69, JPRC personnel gcgompanied

by personnel from Hq, 525th MI Group, visited the 3d
Bn (Prgvisional), 525th MI Group and tasked "theu-
agsets with the mission of determining if the cave
installation in the Nul Ba Den ares 1s stlll active.

{2) Prisoner Sightings. Information has been raeceived

that on 23 Jan 69, & large group, exact number unknown,

of ARVN and two US prisoners were in the vicinity of Tan

Thanh(H) _ Tan Hoa(V), Giong Trom{D), Kien Hoa(P).
Reports have been received of a VC P¥W camp in the vicinity

of but this is the first report of US FWs in
the vieinity. On the requedt of ith Oroups G-2, a JPRC
representagive departed on 28 Jan 69 to coordinate a
I"escue operation.
e. Operations, 2% Jan-i Feb 1969

(1) NUI BA DEN Operation

(&) The recovery operstion against the Nui Ba Den

cave ingtallation 1s planned for 8 Feb 69, It has

been reported that there are aix US PWs being held in

the cave and they are guarded by an estimated forae
of 50 Vc.

{b) Co. A, 5th SFGA will attack this terget with
ane reinforced mobile Stirike Force Co. The 25th Inf

Div will provide one battalion as a ready reaction. )

backup force,

(c) The insertion of the Special Porces recovery

farce will be preceded by a CS gas strike five minutes

prior to target time.

COMUSMACY Msg. 7205/041204Z Pev 69. =~ _ 77" -
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(d) It As antisipated that the majority of the
enemy’s early varning posts in th; target area will
be neutralized shortly before insertion of the
recovery force,

(a) Representatives from the JPRC will- aceompany
the recovery force and the C&C element to agaist in
any was poaslble.

(2) Recovery Operation in XKIEN HOA Province., On

30 Jan, word was received from an agent in the vicintty
of the reported PW camp that the US prisoneras
had been moved to an unknown location. Flanning for this
cperation was stopped pending further informatlon *on the
new locatlon of the US PWs. Intelligence collection
effort on this target will continue,

f. Operations, 5-11 Feb 1969% —_

(1) NUI BA DEN Qperatior’
(a),0n A4 Feb 69, Do Van Ba, the male source, was

administered a polygraph examination st Co. 4, 5%h
SFG. The test was conducted in the Vietnamese language
with the ass stance of & Vietnamese interpreter,
Sourcae was tested to determine whether or not he has
knovledge of five US PWs being held by the Viet Cong.
{b) During the pre-test interview, source was
reguired to cover his entire background, his story
about hls VG mctivities, end his gsory concerning the
US PWa., After relating his story twice, he started
changing minor detalls and later stariad changing
major details. He was then interrogzted and confessed
that he had never been a V€ and that he fabricated the
entire story of the US P¥s., He confessed that he had
never' seen any PWs and had never been to a cave on
Nui Ba Den. He had heard yumors of five US PWs being
held on Yul Ba Den and when he was turned over to the

25th Infantpy Divisien, he embellished on the stary

: !E COMUSMACY Msg, 8688/1115272 Feh 69.
T D prm

/ <JTth Anfantry Divlision. he embellished on the astnrv
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to please Americans becguse of the superlor treatment
accorded him. He also stated that no one had directed
him to tell the story to try to lead U. 3. troops into
a trap.

{c) The ARVN 81lst Ranger Bn, presently operating
on Nui Pa Den, will move to the loecatlon of..the cave
previously reported by & femsle Hol Chanh. The informa-

tlon reported by her 1s seven months old,

1

(2) Recovery of U.S. Army Air Grewmen from LOH Crash

in Kien Tuong Province

ET

{a) At 051820H Feb, @ 9th Aviation Battalion LOH

on 4 route reconneissance mission oraghed in tl:te VAM CO TAY

River viuinity- Kien Tuong Province, IV CT2.

Membera of the ARVN 2L6th Reglonal Parce (RF) Company on a

seourity mission Vicinity witnessed the erash

-2
and immediately launched sampans in a rescue attempt. ﬁ

I - R -

viere in the rear seats were recovered alive end teken to

the Spesiel Forces camp at Hoo tox. ([N

and who were in the front seats could

':'not be found immedistely.
(b) The RF Company continued the search mnd on 7 Feb

s - S

some distance down stream from the crash site.

69 recovered the bodiea of

{3) Recovery of U S Remains _in Vinh Binh Province

(a) On 7 Peb 69, and.

9th Iaf Div, 'Tell into the Rach

@tdo Khau River vicinity Vinh Binh Province,
1V GT2.. Attempts to recover the bodlies were un-
succeasful and they were reported missing.

(b) On 9 Feb 69, popular Foerce soldlers from the
lacal zrea recovered the bodles and returned them to US

authorilties.

T \ Appendix F
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g. Cperations, 12~18 Feb 1969%
(1) Chuong Thien Operations. A representative of the

JERC has departed for the IV €TZ to investigate the re-
ported sighting of three US prisoners on & canal at{i
and to assist in planning a reccvery coperation if

investigation warrants. “

{2) Release of GERMAN NURSE. Information presently-
available indicates that _}will not be
turned over to US or GVN authorities, but rather turned
over to & pearby village chief in Kontum Province., Plans

are being made to lend appropriate assistance to.

(3) Identification 'of Downed-iirmen. Captured enemy

newgpapers dated 24 and 26 Nov 68 _}..r_a-

vealaed that an RF-4C was 5ho"t down in Quang Binh Province,

NVN at 231317 Local Nov+68, and the pilot captured. This
12 ottner | | -othex
news item revealed an F-4C shot down in Quang Binh
Province at 251230 Local Nov 68 and the pilot captured.
Turther claimed to have shot doen an "A=3J" in Nghe An
Province at 251030 Loecal Nav 68, This 18 believed to be
an RA~3C with on borad.
The article claimed capture of the "pillot." The Cambined
Document Exploitation Center has been requested to provide
a full translation of these articles,

h. Operations, 19-25 FeB 1969% - -

{1) Recovery of Body by VN Fisherman in IV CTZ
{a) At 171330 Peb, 1097th Boat
Company, 9th Infantry Division fell from an LCM into

USMACY Msg, 10257/1814072 Peb 69,
} COMUSTACY Mag, 11691/251226Z Peb 69, -

RET

#3708 COMUSTACY Mae. 11881/251226Z2 PFeb 69, -
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the Vam Co River. Attempts to recover the body met
with negative results. .
{b) On 19 Feb the body of was recovered

vic by two VN fishermen. The body was sub-
sequently returned to 9th Div headquarters at Dong
Tam.
(¢) Reward Payment to the Two Fishermen is peing
coordinated.
(2) Capture of Four -U.S8. Aircrewmen Downed in Cambogla
(a) on 12 Feb 1969 & U-A (OTTER) from the 146th
AVN Co was downed ' in Cambodin by ground fire vic_

The U~lA carried the following ¢rewmegbers:

(b) A FAC in the area reported he saw the crewmen
belng captured hut could.not determine Af the capbtors
were Caqboﬁian or VC/NVA.

(c)‘On 18 Peb the French Ambassador in Phpom Penh
reported that according to an unidentified source all

four crewnen were taken into custedy by Cambodians and

Were being moved to Phnom Penh. According to the report,

none of the crewmen were injured,

Operations, 26 Peb-li Mar 1549%

(1) Recovery Operation in IV CTZ

(a) On 1 Mar 69 a Hol Chanh reported to the US 9th
Infantry Diviaion that he e¢ould lead recovery forces to
a VC PW camp where Tive U.3. and 30 ARVN prisoners were

a

being held, - -

(b) On 2 Mar 69 elements of the lst Brigade, 9th
Infantry Division, two STRIXE FORCE companies from the
5th SFGA and KIEN PHONG PRQVINCE PRUs conducted a re-
covery operation agalnst this target vic

The camp was located but was vacant. During subsequent

» (&7 .corusMAGY tag, 1347470512372 Hur 69.
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search of the area contact was made with an estimated
VC company size force. Results: 13 VO KIA; three VC
captured; three suspects detained; two friendly WIA.
(o) One of the detalnees who cooked for the VC
rep?rted she heard the VC say they vere bu%}Q}Eg a newW
PY camp on "Canal 2B." Anpther recovery operation is
being planned against the second target. d

(2) Information on U.3. PWg Detained in Cambodia, A

Cambodian smuggler from Chau Doc [Province has reported to
a 525th MI source that for a price he can provide
blographical data on five U.S. prisoners being detained
hy the VC in Cambodla. The 525th M,I. 1s attemptipg to
to contact the smuggler to determine what information he
may have

J. Operationy, 5-11 Mar 1969+ _

(1) Recovery Operation in IXT CTZ

(2) 1st Infantry Division recelved several reports that
)
the enemy had a FW camp site vieinity- They worked
on developing this information on 4-6 Mar 69.

{b)} Combat response was teken to exploit this in-

formatien on 6~8 Mar 69 through use of ambush and re-

connalssance in force. No evidence was found to suggest

that a PW camp was ever located near
& Qerman
Nation ng olfenaive
in Kontum City, was returned to Kontum 01t{ 9 Harch 1959.

She was accompanlied by several Montagnards {rom the time af
her release ip Kon So Bai,m uncll her re~
turn to Kontum City. She eard that a US

Negro had been held at one of her camp sites. She stated

she had been indoctrinated and had made peleases for radio

COMUSMACY Msg, 14758/1111252 Mar 69.
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and TV broadcasts. An AMEMB Saigon representstive indicates '
her comments to the press will not faver Unlted States position.
He alsoc stated that a Military Intelligence Sesslion might prove
counterproductive so a reguest for a8 formal.debriefing was

not pursued, .
*
{3) Four US Air-rewmen Held by Cambodia. A representative

Tfrom the Australian Embassy in Phnom Penh briefed AMEMB Salgon

and selected MACV personnel on the status of _

men will be released shortly arter the Cambodian Government

receives Presaident Hixon's message, .

K. Operations, 12-18 Mar 19691
(1{JIIIIIIIIII2§EEEEEEE- A

sighted in Leos in the vic{pity aof

Savannakat on 13 Mar 1969. ,Jpre notified 4802 JLD and JSARC

to be alert for the- and to attempt to confirm and

make conta¢t with the evader, On 1% March an Al was directed

was

by the AAIRA from

and eonflrmed
Cn 16 March 4802

into the area. The pilot located the

that there were several people in the area.
JLD identified the evaders as FAR personnel, soldiers and
dependents gathered for evacuation.

(2) Possible US Prisoner Sighting by One of Four US

Crewmen Heleased by Cambodia, While

was belng led into what appeared to be a VC training

camp, approximately 20-27 miles northwest of do Dau Ha,

he observed three persons of large build ;lth sacks over

their heads and gheir hands tied, Because_of thair aize-‘
thought they might have been US PWs.

1. Operations, 19~25 Mareh 196gts

(1) Unilateral PW Hecovery by the MNinth Infantry Division

(a) At 231625H Mar 69 A/3~60th operating near‘g

gained information from their Intelllgence Civie Adtiar

Patrol that an enemy PY camp was in the viednity.

+ (oY USMACY Msg. 16431/1811412 Mar 49.
(D37 COMUSMACY Msg. 1B066/2509252 Mar 69
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(b) Ten Vietnamese PWs were recovered from two
locations. Included in the releaséd were & GVN District
Chief, three ARVN socldiers, and two ARVN Intelligence
Agenits.

- = e

{2) IV corps Tactical Zone Activitlea

(a) On 19 Mar 69 IV Corps conducted & P¥ recovery
aperatlon vicinity_using a Navy [lotlllsa af
PBRs and LCVPs with & reaction force from the Vinh Binh
Provineilal Reconnaissance Unit (PRU). The camp was
located and found empty but showed signs of recent
occupancy. The PRU learned 40 PW, including two US,
had been evacuated from the camp site earlier that
morning,

(b) At 240200H Mar 69 the enemy attacked and over-
ran Mohil Advisory Team 49 vicmtygwoundﬁi&
and capturing two US advigora. A JPRC representative
has been~dispatched tu coordinate on pending recovery
attempt.

(c) Province officlals In Long Xuyen have been
contacted by an individuval clsiming to be a spokesman
for a V¢ who alledgedly is a guard for one US and rive
VN PW'a, The VO guard desires to rally end claims he
can brlng the PW's with him.
(3)-L513hting_in Leos. A

November was reported viclnity_]by the §32nd RITS on

19 Mar 69. 'I.‘hisn was confirmed by Misty 41 on 20
Mar 69. JPAC notified 7th AF who responded immediately ,

and dispatched 366th TFW F4's into the area to deliver CTU-1/A
survival kits. The kits were dellvered on target at

1470 three hours after confirmatlon af the letter. As of

this date the kits have not been opened. JPRC has asked

the 4802 JLD to consider diverting a team into this area

te evaluate the situation and recover kit components.

CRET F-202
Appendix F
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(4) Parachute Shelter and Mirror Flashes (C). On 20

Mar 69 a F1l00 FAC reported seeing a parachute ghelter and
recelving mirror flashes from vicinity.in Laos.
JPRC asked 3B02 JLD to investigate the sighting and re-
quested 7th AF continue to fly VR's in the areg. JLD 4s
preparing o team for infiltration and has scheduled to

&

launch the team on 27 Mar 695. ’

m. Operations, 26 Mar 1965-1 Apr 9%
Parachute Shelter and Mirror Flaahea.

The JLD Team that
was to have been launched on 27 Mar to investigate parachute

shelter and mirror flashes vicinity ?] sray charlile

one two eight six has been delayed. Rescheduled fqr 31 Mer,
No report at this time.

n. Operations, 2-8 April 1969w

{1) Dnilateral PW Recovery by 21st ARVN Inr Div. On 3
Apr 69 the 21lst ARVN Infantny Division reacted to informstion
gained from two Hel Chauhs and recavered 33 eivilians and

D

two ARVN soldiers from

{2) Parachute Shelter and Mirror Flashes. As of this

date the JLD Team hasa not reported back on the results of

the seavah viclnity[-]

{3) A-26 Crash Site, On U Apr 6% a

team
found a crash site, vicinity of an A-26 tall

number. This would be the crash site of—/l

missing 27 Aug 67. Remains of aircrew will be turned over

to USAF for positive ldentification. .
(4) Unknown A/C Crash Site. On 7 Apr 69 USAF FAC,

_ observed A/C .crash site vicin;ty‘ ‘

A is going to search this area in an attempt

to locate the downed A/C.

DMUSMACY Msg, 19721/011223Z Apr 69,
COMUSMACY Mag, 2114470811402 Apr 65.

T v .. Appendix F
F=213

Mo ko 1 1 o e e i
L= £

-

ERrRRRBREEREBEEEREEER



iy

TOP SELRET

2 (4) Possible Evader. On 31 Mar 69 12th RITS notified
( ’ JPRC of & sighting of & possible evader vielnit
-] As this location 4s in Horth Vietnam
desired to obtain addltional photo coverage before
committing additional assets, Concurrently a pgoppingsncy
- plan was developed by Tth AF and JFRC which cu}ed for an
02 FAC to dprop & small EE kit contalning two r‘edioa ’
water, and rationa into the evader ance the confirming
o photography was available. On 7 Apr §9 additional coverage
was obtained and CDR 7th AP directed EXE kit drop. However,
weather wag below minimums on 8 Apr 69. ‘
0. Operationg,~dul5 Apri1969#% .
(1) Untlaterzl Recovery Operations by 4lst ARVN Ranger
Battalion, On Apr 69, the §lst AAVH Rangers operating in
Kien Tuong Province found a.PG camp vioinlty,
and freed 15 VN PW'a and devalnees. Kone of thoae freed
—_— had any kn%wledge of US,Pi's,

- .

(2) PW Recovery Operation Conducted by US 9th Infantry

Divislon. Based on information provided by an ARVN escapee,
the lat Bde, 9th Infantry Division conducted an operatlion
wicinit- on 9 Apr 69, The reported PY camp contalned
an unknown number of ARVN and U.S. prisgoners, The alleged
oamp could not be found and po prisoners were recovered.

(3) Signting of Approximately 80 Rormer CIDG Solders. &

montagnard Hoi Chan was captured by &an unidentifled Marine
unit O/A 7 Apr. Marine interrcgation revealed that the Hoi
Chan knew of approximately 80 former CIDG soldiers being
held at a camp vicinity-. €6-2 .III MAF reports ’
that XXIV Coprps is planning to conduct an operation to
recover the detained CIDG, target date TBA.

(4) Possible Evader North of DMZ. An ELE kit and a
survival radio were drepped into the area_on

. ) COMUSMACY Msg, 22695/151100% Apr 69.
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g Apr 63. HNo visual or electronic contact hag been

——

egtablished with the posslble survivar. ARRa search
- suspended by JSARC at 1108302 Apr 69. If any further
leads develop, this mission will be reopened.
(5) Crash of P-4 tn 12 Apr 69, <JSARC re-
' ported that an P-R had erazshed at

. The navigator was picked up &t approximately 1211407 Apr
69, One platoon 3d Bn, 503 Abn Inf{ was inserted 141130H

-
-
-

k

Apr into the area to search ror the aircraft commander,

Due to the rugged terrain, the ground movement is very

slow. One parachute was located by the ground troops,

however, a check of the "peg number” revealed that’the

chute belonged to the navigator who was pilcked up. Search

for the missing crewmember continues.

P. Operationa, 16-22 April 1969% -_
(1) Egcape/Recavery of U:é. PW in IIT €T2

- (a)sAt 170810H Apr

L ) 5 3624 Engr Gp, 75th !ngr Gp ¥as observed on
i the ground by an LOH crew atﬂ He wasg pioked

up and taken to the lst Bde, 25th Inf Div C.P.

YC prison camp vicinitymapproximat:ely 20 days
ago. He was taken to 24%h Evac Hospital where it was

stated that he had escaped from a

initially determined that he was suffering from mal-
nutrition and dehydration.

{c) He was captured on 10 Feb 68 -am when
the convoy he waa in was ambushed by an e€s ated VC )
company ., * - - .

(d} The initial debriefing revealed there were seven
other U.5. PWs held in the camp from which he escaped.

-]could identify four of the seven prisoners
and provided enocugh information to make a poasible

identification of one ather prisoner. U.S, identifled

) COMUSMACV Msg, 24242/2211302 Apr 65.
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{2) Recovery Operation MONROE BAY in II CTZ .

(a) On 3 Apr on 0-1 recon aireraft with a two man
crew from the 35th TFW, Phan Rang AB, was reported missing
in II CT2.
(b) On 15 Apr JPBC received a report that five pr six
VC platoons were camped at and they had two
U.S. priscners with them who had been shot down vicinity
-on 3 Apr. According to the repart the Americans
were wounded but still alilve.
(e) Reacting to the above information JPRC requested
4 80C BRIGHT LIGHT force with airlift and backup force
from IFFV,

CRET n anc
a 300 PRIGHT LIGHT force with airlift and haskun farne
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/ {d) At 170825 Apr the 25 man Bright Light foroe
was lngerted without incident vieinity, The
team conducted a thorough search of the area with
negative enemy conktact and negative gightings of enemy
activity. After checking the reported enemy campsaite
and the reported crash slte the team was extracted st

- 181305 Apr and the operation terminated, ’

{3) Crash of RF-4C (Sage 13). On 17 Apr the ground

- search party reported they had reached the crash site and

positively identified 1t as Sage 13, but there was no sign

of the miasing pilot

(4) Movement of U.S. PH'Ss from Cambodia

(2) The JPRC has recéived r Teport from GVN Military
security Serviece dated 6 Apr 69 indieeting the Cambodlan '
Govermment 1s exerting pressure on the V¢ to move all US
prisoners now held in Cambodia out of HACG territory.

It is reported that some prisoners have alreasdy been
moved Into SVN and the VC have been glven until the end
of July 1969 to move the remaining PW's.

() on 19 Apr 69 JPRC received an agent report from
the Ath Riverine Intel Officer, IV CT2 reporting g dispute
between a Cambodian Lieutenant and & VG Bn Cormander
over US PKH'as in Cambodia Vicinity- The
Cambodian officer demanded that the VC turn over all US
PWs to Cambodlan authorities. During- the-ensuing aréument
the VC commander was shot and kllled.

(c) While these two unconfirmed reports do not indicate
a trend or RCO position, 1t could possible cause the V¢ to

move US PW/s back into SVN where recovery operations

would be possible.

10F ERET F=207 Appendix F
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(d) The JPRC nas alerted IFPV, IIFFV and IV CTZ
intelligence agenci~e to monitor eny trend that would

TR

indicate large scale movement of US FW's from Cambodia
into SVN.
Q. Operations, 23-29 April 1969°% . . e

(1) PW Recovery Operation in IV CT2

(a) On 25 APR 69 two Hoi Chanh's reporteé two U.S.
PiWs were belng held by the VC at The Hedl
Chanh's volunteered to lead PRU forces to the FW' camp.

(b) A one hundred man PRU force was inserted 261358
AFR 69 at Operation concluded at 261710 APR
69 with following results: three VC mﬁ four

VC captured, The PY camp had been abendoned. Eat

capaclity 300 man. PW camp/base camp—j

abhandoned. . .
(¢) The camps showed ;signs of being recently occupied
- and couk.\:l.ns fires were still warm. The bulldings were
camourle:ged and imposaible to see freom the air, Mo
buildings were damaged or destroyed. This target will

' be checked again at & later date,

(Z)Uﬂi ‘Camp Operation. Planning has been,
completed ax;d the JPRC concept epproved for an operation to
conducted during the week 12-17 May. Although the lst
Cavalry Division (AM) was taaked by IIFFV to conduet the
operatlion it appears as though MACSQG asseta will be
utilized with lst Cavalry providing the reactlon force and

The niasipg pilutfﬁ

16th TAC RECON SQ) has

the air asgets,

(3) CRASH OF RF-lic

been declared KIA by the 377th CMBT SPT @GP, Tan Son Nhut.

—_—

COMUSMACVMsg, 25752/2911217 Aor 69,
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1*. Recove erations, 30 Apr-~fMay 1069%
{1} Qperatign Trojar. lst Cav Div (AM) is continuing
to plan & PW reconnaissance recovery operstion into the

area where was imprisoned, The target is

in the vieinity

(2) Planned PW Recovery Operation in IV CT2. NAVRORY
is planning tuwo joint Navy/Mobile Strike Foroe sueen

operztions batween ? and 6 May along the Song Bo De river
in An Xuyen Province. During the conduct of these cpera-
tions, thisn joint force plans to search for two raported
PH camp sites at and TH; US PHa have
been reperted in thiy same area,

8. Operations, 7-~-13 May 1969#4

(1) Operation TROJAN. Planning for this aperation
continued up to the target date of 12 May for commencding
the operation. On that daﬂz the JPRC veceived a message
from II FFY indicating 'tne 1st NVA Division had moved 4into
the target area thus precluding a recovery attempt at this
time. Operation TROJAN has been postponed indefinitely
until enemy forcea in the target area gre such that a
Teasonable chance of success 4is mssured,

{2) PW Recovery Operation in IV OTZ. During the pericd

5-8 May & Joint Navy/Mobile Strike Force sweep operation

was conducted along the Seng Bo De river in An Xuyen ’

Prov Two reported PYW camp lpoeations at and
vWere gsearched with negative reaultd™ Er¢ was

no indlcation camps had ever been located at these coordinates.

(3) PW_Sighting in IIT CTZ (Bien Hoa-irovince)

{a) On 12 May 69 JPRC received a report that on 10

May three US.S. cauecasian prisoners were brought to THAI

HUNG VILLAGE and displayed far prapeganda pur-

poses. The prisconers were then moved to an area vic!

MUSMACY Mag, 27147/0610152 May 69,
COMUSMACY Msg, 2867471311502 Masf 65?_.
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(b) These PWs are possible the three civilians
captured near Long Thanh vicinity
{c) JPRC has requested further develop the
Anformation an this report.
t. Operations, 14-20 May 1959% "

- a

(1) Crash Site Investigation Lasos. On 16 May report
received from T/13th AF UDORMN that scme vﬂla;e'ra (Pre-

spumably refugees) arrived with scme pleces of aivepaft
and equipment. Alveraft identified as C-47. These items
included two (02) 38 Cal 3/W USAF pistola SN K662356,
and an alreraft cheek 1ist with partial obliterated neme

on the cover: Letterm The serial

pumbers on the weapons correspond to two weapons listed as

k.

BRERBEEBEEREEELRI]EIE ™I ISMIE @

being aboard CAP-72, en EC 47 reported missing 5 Feb 69.

The check list name and service number correspond with those

ol
Coordinates of crash sipe are
—a;:d report has been received that portions of five

bodies from the wreckage along with assorted small grms have

- been sent to UBON and arrived 1201H 19 May 69, Remsins will
be sent to TSN Hortuary to attempt positive ddentification,

(2) Recovery o
{a) On & May 69, was & crewmember of

River Assult Craft ATC-152-6. He fell over the side of his 2%

&

boat at 2400 houra, vicinit My Tho Anchorage.

He reached the North bank in a state of shock and exhaustiona-s-

and wandered along the bank in a weaterly direction for 21
four hours. . - - . ) 28
(b) At 0500 hours, 7 May 59- 23
encountered a sampan whose two occupants were fishing. D]
Neither of the occupants could speak English, They took N
to their home where a Vietnamese Homan- 32
spoke English. 3She gave-dr_v ¢lothes and Ex
] COMUSMACV Msg, 30198/2011182 May 69. ..
[ - . B T T 77T
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arranged for him to be returned to the PBR base at My
Tho, 0630 hours, T May 69.

“»
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u. Gperations, 21-27 May 1969% 1
(1) F¥ Recovery Opsration in ITY CT2. On 23 Hay 1969, the 2

ITII Corps Mobile Strike Force conducted an operation against the 3
reported poaition of the Einh Duong provincial committee 4
detention center at- The detentioncéter was 5
reported to be in two bunkers with 14 ARVN, one Cancasian 6
Anerican and 25 vlillagers datgined by a securlty platoon of 17
RO men. The sweep revealed 30~50 bunkers but no gigns of a  ° 8
detention center. 8
(2) PH Recovery Operation in IV CTZ. 270630H Moy 1969, 10

XV Corps topducted an operation in the vieinity of e
Agent mource reported 3 U,S. ard 30 ARVN FW'a gt eite with A2
35«50 guards, Oper;ition terminatad 271230H May 69 with negative 13
resulta, . 13
(3) PH_Recovery Operation in IV CIZ. An agent led Gperation is 15
plsnned for afterncon of 2 May 69 in the An Xugen Secto. 16
UW catp with two U.S. prisoners {(not verifried)., Agent LN
who will lead the raid reported to be the chier guard in the 18
camp, NO further information at this time, 19
v. Operations, 2B May -~ 3 June 19659%7, 20
PW Recovery Operation in IV CTZ2. The operaticn conducted 22

27 May 69 in the An Xuyen Seetor'uas completed with 22
negative results, 3
W, Operations, 4-10 June 1g69%ed ) L
Recovery Opepation in the Kien Hoa Provinee. 0On 2 June 1969 25

the Kien HoA Provincial Recopnaissance Unif (FRU} launched a

heliborne cperation againat a PW camp whieh a Hei Chanh, -
located in the cpastal area Thenh Pho Diatr.lct, Kien Hoa Province. 28
Camp was abandoned, however, seven suspects were detained. Initial 29

interrogation revealed camp had been moved, PRUs were extracted 30

and inserted at the ner site with negative results, _ 31

WINACY Msg, 2711132 May 69
OIUSMACY Msg, 0311092 Jun 69
COMUSMACY Msg, 1011012 Jun 69 -
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and four US advisors had been moved to & new lacation. The

ARVN Tth Division is preparing to respond to this information,

CRET
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x. Operationz, 11-17 Jun 1969 * Ko operationa during

this period.

y. Operations, 18-24 Jun 1969 #* Hao operations during

this period.

z., Operations, 25 Jun=1 Jul 1969 B#, - L.
(1) Plans for PW Recovery Operation in IV CT2. Based on

a study compiled by the JPRC of reported PW caﬁba and

sightings in the area bounded by coordinates_

planning a seriew of small recovery ralds into this pra-
dominantly VC controlled area. Resulte of these raids will
he reported as they oceur, UP to four U.S. and 50-H0 ARVN
PWs have been reported in this general area in recent weeks.

(2) Potential Hoi Chanh and 21 US PWe Held in Cambodia

A Vietnamese civilian who ¢laims to be a VO liaison agent

in the Chau Doec area of IV OTZ has contacted the National
Chieu Hol Center in Salgon and reported that his brother 14
a PY camp :ommander in Cambodia. The agent stated that he
and his brother desire to Chieu Hod with seven (7) seeurity
guards and 21 U,S. PWs allegedly belng held in the camp.
Representatives from JPRC and the Chieu Hol ministry met
with the agent and he elaims fo be able te provide JPRC with

a 1list of names of the prisoners to include date and place

of capture. When and if the agent can provide the information,

to establish his credibility, a firm plan will be formulgted
and a speciric date selected for the ra;}y attempt. IV CT2
@-2 advisor, IV CTZ Joint Intelligence Center and the C.O.
Co D, 3th SPO were briefed on 26 June op_the_possible re-

quirement to support a plckup operatlon.

OMUSMACV Msg, 35770/171057Z Jun 69
;: COMUSMACY Msg, 37103/2411232 Jun 69

L L ]

} COMUSMACV Msg, 38472/0109352Z Ju) 69
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aa. Operationa, 2-8 Jul 1969*
{1) Plans for PW Recovery Operation in IV CTV. Planning

continues for possible recovery operations in Tan Phu
Distriet, Kien Hoa Province, Starting date for the serles
of raids against reported sites has not yet been assigned.
(2) ARVN Operation, Phong Dinh Province On 5 July 1569
an ARVN element discovered a PW Camp vic and
freed 9 ARVN and 27 civilian detalnees. One VO was KIA.
(~2 Advisor, IV CTZ has been mdvised that & source onee
reported three US PHs in that area, and the former detalnees
will be debriefed for knowledgeability on this subject.
(3) Potential Hol Chanh and 21 US PHs Held in Cambadisa
Tentative plans continue to be formulated regarding Ehe ha )

Camp commander in Cambodia who desires to rally with seven

securlty guards and 21 US Pys. Difficulties are expected

due to the mass return of KKX in the Chau Doc (.

area on 7 Ju17 1969. A JRPC representative flew to Chau Doc

on 8 July to ascertain i any of the KKK were knowledgeable
concerning US PWs.

bb. Operations, 9-15 Jul 1965.%#

(1) PW Recovery Operation in IV CTZ, The operation based

on 1ntelliggnce provided by the Jolnt Personnel Recovery
Center and the Combined Intelligence Center, Viatnam, was
executed during the period 10-13 July 1969. Nicknamed.
"Magnolis Chair", the operation involved 25 daytime heli-
borne iZnseptions in the area of Thanh Phu Digtrict, Kien
Hoa Province by the Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (PRU)
and a USN SEAL Team., Five separate PW camps were enterﬂd,
resulting in rive ARVN PWs liberated; five VC KIA; 23 VC
XBA; 20 VC captured, 9 VC suspected detained; destroyed
102 sampans, 55 bunkers, nine structures; captured three
kilograms of documents; partially destroyed one grenade

factory and about 1000 hand grenades; and disposed af two

39942/081113% Jul 69
conusmacy Mss. §21173/150943Z Jul 69
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82mm mortar rounds. An airetrike at produced
one large secondary explosion. The five liberated ARVN PWs
had not seen or heand of US PWs in the area.

(2) US PY Freed 4n I CTZ. oOn 10 July 1969 a Hoi Chanh
named led a PW repovery operation ingo a VC
hospltal vicinitym Tne heliborne assault was
executed by & Quang Lin Province Task Porce coﬁ;iating of
elements of regional forees, PRU and a reccn Co of the
5th ARVN Regt supported by helicopter sssets of 10lst US

Alrborne Division. led the forees into the hospital

area where he had seen a US PYW o/a 1 July 1949. The PH,

was found lying face down outside the

had reported seeing him.@had a fresh
head wound (not a gun shot wound) and has been in a coma

hut where

since recovery. The Sector Intelligence Advisor, Quang
Tin Provinece has recommended a reward of 120,000 $VN for
_ Psyechological exploitation of this payment 1s planned.
(3) Pot:;tial Hol Chanh and 21 US PWs Held in Cambodia

Senlor Intellligence Advisor, Chau Doc, recently provided
information concerning the Phnom Ben Mountain area (VS 9071)
where an alleged VC PW camp commander claimed to hold 21

US PWs. According to three meparate agencles, this area is
under contyrol of strong XXK force whlech 1z very hostile
toward VO, Purther contacts with alleged VC camp commander
and oohorts will have secondary mission of possible exposurs

4

of primary source.

cc. Operations, 16-22 Jul 1969.% No operations during this

peried, . -_ -

dd. Qperations, 23-29 Jul 1969.%% No operatlons during this

period.

TOP

MUSHACY Msg, 42529/2211042 Jul 69
COMUSMACV Msg, 43736/291020Z Jul 69
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ee. Operations, 30 Jul-5 Aug 1969%
Posalple Sighting of-Five Derman Wationsls. Meassage

received from CG III MAF states that two civll defendents

ceptured by the 37th Ranger Bn gave inrormation which may

relate to the five (5) West German nationals (three female,

two males) reported missing from West Serman hospital An

Hoa, 27 Apr 69. First source reported two rale énd three

i fenale cgucasians vin- on 15 Jun 69; second
observation of similar group of rfive at roadside vieinity

on 25 Jun 69; and third observation 26 Jun vic

walking single Pile. Second source reported
similar group vie- on 15 Jun. All sightings
have the five under armed guard and in apparent good health.
AMEMB Salgon JPRC liaison officer was briefed end later
passed word that no repeat o recovery operation for Ef}rd
pountry eivilian detainees to be conducted without prior
approval AMEMB Salgon. This policy guldance passed separately
by messageaiu III MAF, and zpplies also %o in-gountry info

addressees,

- ff. Operations, 6-12 Aug 1969#1

PW Recovery Operation 199th Inf Bde. Agent reported an

NVA Detention camp contrining 20 PWs two of whieh were
On 8 end 9 Aug the 199th

Americans in the
Inf Bde conducted an operation in the area and discoversd
en eneny base camp. The area of the camp shoved no signs to
indicate that PWs wers being held there.

gg. Operations, 13-19 Aug 1969 .%%% No op;rations during

this period.
bh. Operations, 20-26 Aug,1969.*%4% No operations during
this period.

Pl

¥ OMUSMACY Msg, U45103/0511362 Aug 69
: ) COMUSMACY Msg, 46434/1210k9z Aug 69
k MUSMACY NMsg, 47703/1908052 Aug 69

COMUSHMACY Msp, 49116/2609322 Aug 69

13
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11. Operstions, 27 Aug-2 Sep 1969F . 1
( ) EW_Recovery Operation I1 CTZ. On 21 Aug 59- 2
X d 3818t Avn Co, Camp Holloway, was re- 3
portedly captured by three VO in Kontum. On 27 Aug he met k
& Montagnard who took him to . 5
The village called Dak To Dist Hy and a helicopter picke 6
up was accomplished. The possibility of JPRC re{ward 1s 7
) bing helid in abeyance untll further detadla are dias- . 8
B patched and investigation terminated. g
a
—~— . .

by

ACY Msg, 50358/0210132 Sep 69
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&1
Compatrdots an the Pepublic of Vasinan

For pany year: the Morth Vicinewsse suthoritles with the
support of dnvarnational comnmirs have been plotiing to doxznate
Scuth Viztnzm by farse. The Army and people of South Vietnam,
trith ths help of allies zad friends, zrc flghting ta defond thelir
.n-cudoa.‘ .

Some soldiers of Vicunen's allles have sser:ifiead thedr
Adves an support of the psoplels sirusgle 2gainst coommist
totalltsrionisn, Smme allied soldiers are held prisopors 11lezally
J’br the eszmmist Vietnempsa forces. Fricnds, pleage help theso '
ellaed soldiers, reswie them from enemy datantia:.l campa, Erlng
them or give informaticn of thair locaticn to & distriet or pro-
vinelal ghiefts offics of the RV, or to zn ARV op T8 pilitary
Post,

Your ectdon 111l earn the gratitude of all fresdom-loving
peapla.  Your sction will a.‘l‘.s.a ba pichly reszrd;d., end your cafety
will begassured. 1. For rascuing edlied personnsl and returning
thea to 3afe bases you will ba rererded with 600,00030, 2., For
giving information enabling ARVH or US forces to frae these men
from commmist detention caxps you will be vevarded with 60,0004VN.
3. For giving exact information of the lecaticn of 2a)lisd priscners
held by the commmists you wlll be rewarded vith 18,0006V aftor

your informatien 1s auﬂlmnticated.

ERY
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JOINT MEMORANDUM OF AQGHEEMENT

1, INTRODUCTION: Recent efforts to rasover downed
sircrewnen in Laos point out the peed for some atandardization
of proceduras among Joint Personnel Recovery Center, U.S,
Embassy Vientiane, and- Although each rescue
or reaovery affort must be handled as the indiwidual
tactical situation requires, certain communications, control
and support prequirements remain the same.

2, FROCEDURES: In normal circumstances, SAR misgions

in Laca are accomplished by the alr rescue resourceg of

7th/13th AP based in Thailand and deployed in formard

areas of Laoa, Coordination for the use of these ;aaeta

in tha case of aircrewmen downed in Laoa 1s effeated

between 7th/13th AP headquarters in Udorn and- .
V:Luntliana, acting for 0.8, E'ﬁlbansy Vientiane., Oscasionally,
when speclal cilrcumstances H-;.rrant, rescue 18 effectad
under—hanooptera with
alr support gsaets elther from Thalland or from laoca,

It 15 only when these sevaral resources are unable to
acoomplish regcue that the Joint Personnel Recovery Gentar
(JFRC) is brought into action.

- - Tab 4 to
3EC ~F-228 Appendix F
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Experience thua
far has shown an ailmost immediate nsed for three or four
CH3C helioopters and a £light of AlE or A-26 escort
aircraft. Such aircraft must be availabls on an slert
basis and backed up with spares. Since op;rgélnnn of
this nature inevitably last for eeveral days it will
also be required that 7/13 AF maks air support, including .
close s8ir support, avallable as requested throughout
the operation. Succeeding day's coperatlione #ill be
coordinated with 4802 JID on a daily basls and resources

ghould be allocated as required from Vietnam based

aircraft as well as Thalland based airoraft,

3t

L

« Successful reacue Or recovery operations are usually

contingent upon rapid movement te secure necessary areas.

A great deal depends on adequate USAF support and effective

SE

-,

Tab U4 to .
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- coordination _ Therefore, reguesat

thls memorandun be given alose attent‘iun by all concernad
officers.

Coordination:
+
U.S8. Embansy Vientisne Amb Sullivan

Y

JTRC
3 Hqs 7/13 AF

=

S Tah 4 to
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Oipenisutions

a. Tho JPRC 1o £ myjor elepent of MACSOG and the Chief of JPRC
repoits direeily to Chizf, SOC.

b, ‘h: JPRC in orpeadzed dnto thres brencheg: Intallipence
Brzneh, Cporstioas ond Plano Brinch, rnd a Support Drmch. The JPIC is
currantly cuthorized Pive cfficore md threo cmliotod =33, A modifiod
JID hos baen aubntstod besed on the past yoara'! axparieuce in operations,
The currently ruthorizad JID &id tha propooed JID aze nhu:m below:

Present JTD Proposoed JTH -
oz AVE R Mo Sc_ ol R
AP 06 1 AF 05 1 ’
A 08 1 4 DA 1l
H 04 1 N 04 1
0r5/Plang O AP D4 1 AF 04 1_
Ingel O A 06 _1 A 03 1
TOTAL OFFICERS: 5 3
Preaent JTD Propoged JID .
Tine S o1 MR SV GE MR ,
Opno Sgt A E8 1 A E8 1
1o o A :4] 1
A B7 21 . A E6 1 —
A B2 1 A E7 1
gonan 0 o K B 1
TOTAL B: 1 s

L
s

The JPRC {p presently orgemizad end functiond slong the lines deserfbed
abova, JPRC in copsidering rocou=ending that the proposad intelligonce
officar, 03, ba upgradad to 04 in order to hava threz field grade officers
g0 that at leeot ooo will ba availeble to go ta the scenc of an operation
to act ac &0 advisor emd ecoordingtor, The Chiaf ond one glternate ora SI
clearad and thalr freadom of traval fe restricted, It is considered desir-
able to have a f£leld groda officer os on adviser on an opegpation.

3. L) Reroureea Availeble/used/necdad:

a. Na forces for recovary ave amaigned to or wader the OPCON of
JPRC. Houever, tvo vecennninnance teams from those wsed in SO0 crose-
bordor operstions are weintained on alort statua to provide 2 xeady zeaction

&lement,

b. Forcen under OPCON of MALSOG arc used for operatioma vhenever
posaible, When larger forcea are required or the sdtuation indicates,

) Tab 5 to .
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othar UACY clemcats aie tuwsked oz cppropriata through COC. Prinsiy forces
for recovery oparotions cra thoze comigued to HACY. If 2dditiensl foreas
beyond HICV enpsbilitico aro roquirad, they moy be roquacted from CIRCPAC.

t. ¥Yor racovery of US parpemnal jJu IV CTZ, I1 FrOQCEV i toshed
to prosddde foreas zinee thure aoe no US troop toilty wmder control of S\ IV
CT2, An OPLAH 10-£7 of 31 July 67, dalinazten tzsks znd respmsibily fica
of CG 11 I'70RCuV vhich include provisica of up Lo eae infaitry battalicn
and tvo gossult helicopter econpeaios to be provided to OFCON of SA IV CTZ;
oa¢ infautry coxpony within 12 hours end ono battalion within 284 hours.

d. Corenicetionn avoiloble ta JPRC gre adequete and ineludo o
securc voles toloplone eirzult batuzen JPRC and the Joint Scereh pnd Rescus
Ceantor (JSLRC) st Ten Sva Khut. The meny cad varied commmicaticnos chom—
nels end pointc of contsct svallablo to HACSOG poke SOC An idenl organiza=

tion to ccatrel tho JPRC,

é: Thao currest arysogm,mt for providing forces for JPRC opers=
tions appeara logical ond appropriate,

4. ( Plenning/Coordinationt .

a: Recognizing that oach operstion ia umique, plunning for n
recovery seticn Zollews this genczal pottemnt

(1) Jepc recelvae informasion or incollipence comcamrning
locucion of a P camp or othor sipgnificont Indicetor. Informztion maoy
be raceived 2y a opot roport from a field unit or &g tha result of an
inrerrozation of a ecaptuerad VC or a CHIEU DO zallicr.

(2) An ares study is conducted for ather informatien nbout
Pils ju the duzadioza aran of thHa allopad cazp.

¢3) 1If the source is availshle for intexrogation, a poly~
groph 10 requested. Thin 1s coordinsted through 525th HI Group.

(4) If nocassary, TRI aro sent throngh MACV J2 to collection
agenc’aes oparating in the vieinity of the suapacted FH camp.

{5) Phetoaseph andfoc IR iunpery is zoqueoted, normally
throush 7th Ar,

(6) When sufficlent Information 1y availsble to indiczte
that a PW conp 4is loeeted in a particular area, JPRC preseats thip fin-
formation ta UACV COC mnd yaeomzands tlint the genior US tnetical cormander
in tha sree be gesked to evolvata tha information to deteruine £f g rald
1o fuzaible. If o vecovary operntienm 3ia feznible, tha eommander in the
grea 18 teslhed co conduet the reegvery bpe ation. ~

- -
L~
- > = " - - -
1
n
' ! Tab 5 to
.
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be Coordinstion ond liairop Sz accoaplithed by JIDC s followma:

1) Lisioca/zoocdination is calnteined with NP5, SAICON,
Thzough those agenciec tha JFRC 4z xbla to ssintaia tha
neescaary in- ery linioon with othar ageseles sush ay tha Wstionel Folies,
CORDS, sud USAID, Pointa of cvobact include the Pelitieal offics of tha
AR PV, LA0S, eod C2EODIAN Af{aiia Offiee, JUSPAD; ond the Offica of
Specicl Aesistonz, £07 lo eoctect in mointained wich cther comtry

aganciss in South Vietnza,

(?) ¥o parnanent lizisen is malutained with ‘outegfecountxy
ageneicn; Rovarer, frequsnt contget is mwada with ATD in VIINTIAME and
BANCXCK £a w=l) oo QUNENNNRCLICP/C, PACAY, PACFLI, Ji¥, end 7TR
Fleet.

(3) A HACY lettar of 14 Jenuary 1967, svbject: Coxmand
Relazionships, deacyibao tha in-eomizry relaticaships batuaen SO2 and
the sealor US toctical coxiondars within ctha CT25, As & patter of prac—
tico, JPRC keops COC and key officers in cach CTZ informad as possible
operaticns within IW! becema apparent, Thic liaison hes served co permit
seniss US courandars to plen chead an operations develop snd to a lorge
extont rvoid suddes md disruptive drawdovas on their coxbat gperations.
MAC COC indicates this coordination has iuproved considarably in che past
yoaur.

(&) Aroas of oparation and agencies with vhieh JPRC eoordi-
natco recovery oparations sre:

(2) South Vetasm: with AMEME, SAIGON prior to
inicietion,

o (B) LAGS: with /MEM3, SAICON, and sapproved AHEIRE,
VIENTIANE ond CINCPAC prior to iniclation. If TIATLAND baoed forces are
involvad, rscovery oparetions will nlso’be coordinated vith MBS
BANGROX prior to initiastion.

(e) HNorth Vietnao and CAIDODIA: with AMEMB SATGON
and approved by CINCPAC prior to imiviarion. 1f overflight of LADS is
involvad, coovdination with AMRME VIENTIANE is necesssary.

{5) JPRC also monitors the Eacape and Evasion (ELE) program
in Southoost Asia on & careful gad continuous basis., JPRC has influenced
and made contributions to this program in tha following aress: .

(2) Honthly code letter. The JPRC is respousibla for
the gelection and publication of the nonthly code letter used ss a Tecop~
pition eyabol by evadingz air erewvmen vithout radio conmunication.

Tatk 5 to'-
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() Survival Eits: Survival kica, capable of beinp
daiivared by elther high or lov porforranca aireraft, buwa been prepositicacd
in fivae locationz in SVN esud twa locetione In TRATLARU. These kits contmn
itewns that would assint individeale in thoir evesion efforts. JPRC i3 rea-
poasible for desipnating Lhe coatents of tlheoa hirs, reecommending preposi-
tion siiel, suporvi_inp packasing, tnd kit replacowent, and for dolivery of
kirs to the prepssitlon wites, - =

()

{d) newzrd Leallet Progrem: The Rewvard Lesafler Progrep
ia algo & JPRI dirscred activity. Sor= 41.5 millisn lesfleta have been
dropped in RVt ond LA0S. Pleng ars baing nads to expend this program to
inelueda o CAMODLAY lpaguegza leaflak, A leaflet progran for the SVH/
CAMIODIAN border arme should cowmence sometine in Pebrusry. .

B Cenduct of Operatiens/Coordinationt

&. A3 pointed oot eorlisr, oporatioms aro normolly eprried out
und=r tha oporatfonsl cootrol of the cendor US tactical commander ium the
AYed. - J———

b. Coordinetien srith aperties outside the tectical commender's
sphera of influgnee 18 zeccoplished by JPRC. Such coordination oy includa:

{3r TNeoquzating asaecs Erom WALV or CINCPAC that are not
evalleble to the loecl cocuandar, such 29 weval support, epecial typs
w2gpons, &nd cpeeially trainad persennal.

(2) Coordinatlion with other ageacies guch as AMEMBa SAIGON,
or VIENTIANE, JGS ond CINCPAC,

(3) Arrcngement for evacuation and tresiment of returnees.
JPRC aloo coordinaotes hospitalizotion, evachation and debriefing arranpe-
wents direetly with tha coupozant ecommandes,

¢. ‘After o raid h2s bscen condueted, plans call for evacustion of
returneed to a polnt dasigsated by the compenant compond, whare they under-
g0 preparaticna fox evacuation to CGAHUS, Heturnees are debriefed by intel-
1ligence pernonnel frea their service. A tezm, vsually consisting of two
men, will usually eccompzny returacas 3o TONUS. A JPRC representative is

presant af the inicial debriefing 2o defermine returnes kpowledge of other PHa,

g
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€. Turoughout e condust of thess oparatiouns, JPRC ia resporsi-
ble for keeping hiphsr healquarters informad,

Reoults Ohtoinad:

Sinka nctivetion, tha JFRC hes been“invalved id 5 individual
cperationc, Theza have {ncluded iz toida azainst PV encp cites, five
recennaiacanes patenle againet guopocted PY earp sites, and four szareh
opcralions so recover dowa=d pilotu. Tho raide gnd recoovaimgonca patrvls
have rocovered no US perasmnel, but tha four pesych cperacicns regulted in
the wecovery of thi bodies of two pllets mnd tho tecovery of fiva doewmsd
airman, Tuenty GV natienpls beld prisoner by the VC ware recovaved dure
inp, vaids azcinst Lua of tha camp citas. On 8 Hovember 1967, JPRG coordi-
nated & rescya effort fo LACS that rcsulted in the recoevary of four US
peraonnel, Six NS XIA uere glao located in tho noreas Theso pix hed pre~
viously bren 1fatod MIA g2 2 reoult of tha gome fnzident Guu!.ng and
Captu.ed Personnel in SEA sre at Imcloourc 1).

7. £ Lozpea/Conts

8. The eccentinl naturs of the JPNC oporaticn makes cost a
aecondary considaration, Actualldy the cost hes boep negligible unless
the forceuw used in tho occversl gescue oparalions gra considared. —3In
sona ingtancas battplion alzed forceswith hielicapter support were eaploy—
ed with no yesulta., This vill undpubtedly happen agein in tha futuze
becruse of the nature of tha tepgets,

b. ODperationel axpeuncag of JPAC lact the forcen eomaizted have
baen ineignifidans, $253.75 has baew pasd under the revard progrem. Small
dncldental expences for spaeinl itema cuch as bolt cutters, hackgava, and
waspon allencors hrve besa incurved.

a, } PS?0PS: The JPRC 1o supported in its revard leafleot program
by JUSPMI vio deuigha the leaflets, by MACVPD wio 13 vesponnible for deliv-
ering €he leaflets, by Tth ESTOPS Croup vhe printe them, in coprdinatien

with 4th $5%0?S Group vho i» voopomsible for final packing of leaflets
before they are dalivarsd by 7AF, JPRC coordinates ite PSYOP progran pri=
nirily with MACER-and JUSPAO.

) ’ Tab 5 to
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4, JFRC is in close daily cectact with the most importont
sourcas of intalligences MACIZ, the Joint Seazeh aud Rascus Cencer (with
vhom a sscure telaphonme 1link has beon establighed), CAS in SAIGON_and
VIENTIANE, 525ch MI Group, Detachmoht 6, 6A%9th Special Activity Growp,
HACVY COC, 7AP TACC, Ith Fleat CIC'a,cnd US Exbassies in Southeast Asia.
Close coordinotion is maintained vith all components of MACY both in gain-

ing information aend in keaping the cuxponeats informzd of PH intelliyence
in their areas,, .

10, Future Plang: *

[

Discusaient

8. ‘the nission znd objectives of JPAC appear to bo adequataly
stated and complete, Tames of reference provided by CINCPAC provide suf- .
ficient authority for JPRC to conduct ife miesion. The prierity that

TOP S . F- 238 Appendix P
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has been atfordod to JPRC cffocts, to includa che proviuion of forces lLee,
683 indicared Ly cperationz corducted, bean spfficlents Vhemever ozm opara-
tion has been indieated tha reeponae by all eoncoined hos been rapid and
oarked by thorocagh cooparaticm oven to the point of stmading dovn cothat
oparatiecns to pernit upe of assentisl i1esources.

b. The orgenization of JPRC zad itn location twrithin IACSOG anpazrs
spproprizte to the nature of tho cpovationa end the svailghility of cosmma-
cations gad lisisen faeilities afforded. The proposad JTD changes will
improva the capzbility of JPIC to patforzn its niznion.

’
€« Tho resouscen avatlsble pppaar to ba adaquate in that vir-
tually euy resourcas within MACY cen be provided as raquirad zn2 o Fur~
aished ea the higlieat priavity bacis, .

4. Plcaning end coordination procedurcd Appear te heve basn worked
out over the tice since formarien of JPRC to A point whare the eparniions
cen b conrductad vith relctive cooathness end a sinimun of tuvbulence in
other coubtt cperatiems. Cooxdination with MACY COC md tha ecomponenss has .
reached a point thiera JPRC keeps &ll coacernad informsd of possible pending
recovory operaticas oo thaot properations em ba phased rather than to pre=
gent o last mdnute disruption of other activities. .

6. Repolts ebtained hove beenm low. Howaver, thipg is not an in-
dieation of wonskmess in tha systeu. Rathey it cen be Ermeed priuarily to
the loek of tinsly, pecurate intalligenea dus in large part to the pre-
cautions taken by the emouy fos securlty of Pila.

. Tab 5 to  °
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(2) ‘The cecond area ic in colloction putcide of 5V, MHers
ogain, thc problen nppesys to be ewphrsis ond uotivation. Hems te achieve
caphaeis znd motivation among potentiol colloetors in LAGS, CAMEODIA, and
HVM necd to be fouad.

. (3) Taird in this crea iz tha apparent need for an overzll
coovdinated collection plm or program csteblishod by HACY J2 vhieh would
tie together all possiblo collectors of P informacdon, ectablish appro-
printe pricritiecs aide~ronge effort on this problem.

Conelusionnt The AMES concludes that:

JPNC wicsion and terns of reference sre appropriate and ade-
quata,

b. The organization ond manning lovol of JPRC o provided for in
the JTD oubmitted for spproval is adequate. Personnel aseigned sza highly
qualified and motivated,

¢, Procedurcs for obtaining resources for recovary operations and
for conducting and coordimating oporations are adequate. .

d, Intelligence received by JPRC hzs not been sdequate for puccess-
ful vecavary coparaticns purimarfly becmyse collection hae not been gufficiently
raspenaive,

a, The key olemanc in recovery operationo is timaly and relinbie
inkelligence., Purther, that the abgence of this clewment is at the heart
of guv lack of mustess to date. Analyals of the collettlon effort revecls
throt aress in which improvewsnt may be posaible.

(1) » Ecphosin on low-loval agent potentisl to collect infor-
mation on US PN locationg within RVi,
(2) TInecreanad enphosis on collection outaide of RN,

(3) TFocusing of the toral UACY effort through provinion of an
overall, coordincted PV iaformacion eollestion program.

CTHCPAC Conzlusioms/Recormmendationas

&, The ABEG offers the folloving in consideration of the CINCPAC
Joint Survay.Toam conclusionsgi -

13,

Coneluaion: ‘The new JID, wodified to retain the ome (% Intel-
ligence Officer mspace, will be adequate to accomplish the JPRC misasion.

COHMFHT: Concur.

Conclusion: The terms of yafexence PrD\.fid! adeguate authority
for JPRC to parform its functions end discharpge its yesponsibilities,

COMMENT: Concur - - -

13
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Conelunion: Sufficiont eocmunication faellities ore avai=
lsbla to the JPLC to pernit full scope of operatiops eavisloned by the
miszion.

COIRENT: Conecur.

Conglusion)

COIPENT: ALl systemad with a capability to eollect sgoiuxt
known potential sourcea of US ¥ informatien are spproprintely fosked. No
diversicn or concentration of sny opecific systew is considered useful,
Tha present effort is produecive ond rapid (38 oipgnificent reporta in the
period October~Dacesber 67). Responsiblc personnel are alert to the
eriticality af thig problem and pecord it all the eephasism pogsibla. -

Conclusiont Tho largest cingle problea in locatien and re-
covery of datained US/FWHAF peroonkal is the lack of tinely and accurate
intelligence data,

COMIENTs Concur,

Conclusion: The JPRC i operating in sccordance with_the
torms of reference issued by CINCPAC, es approvad by JGS.

]
COMHEIT:  Concur.

Coneluziom: ‘The preacnt JPRC has very high potential, compe-
tent vell quzliffed lezdership, ond all peroonnel posscsz the reguired skills
and are well potivatsd toward the mission,

OOMMENT: Coneut.

Conclustons Escape and Evasion programs conducted by the
services in SEASIA ara progressing ia & sarisfactory mmner. JPRC is
monitoring those prograws closcly idn an attempr to stendardize casusity,
MIA/detninee Teporting procedures.

COMMENT: Canaur,

Conclusion: The JPRC pest~heatiliticm plan {nov in drsft form)
is adequgte and will fulfill the prisoner debriefing requirements.

COMRBNT: Comcur.
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b, The ANIC offers the folloring in considerztion of the CINCPAC
q * Jdoint Survey Tesn Pecosnendationc:

Recormamdntion: That Lhe 0-4 intelligence officer's position
ba reteinod vica tha U~3 recocwanded in the new JID,

COICIENT: Concur., A ficld grade officer is rvequired for an
ndvisory end coordination role on a reeovery operatien, Thrge officers
aro nceded for necessary Flexibiiitv.

ecorcandatirne

ment and movensat of US/RINILF detalnees, To this end, MACSOS should coor=
- dimate with 7AF to arrive st & wutual ggreezant on sortica, data to ba
collected, area of intcrest, ote, If required, o SICR should be issued to

obtain this data.

-

COMMENT: Consur. Sce comment pn conclusion above,

Racormandntiont That CONUSMACY desisn & standard procedurs
for czgyalty/liTA/detrinea reporting and the maintenance of parmenal data
files (photos, authontliention systens, coergency addrescess, ete,) for
use by all servicen in SEASIA,

COIMENTs The deslrability of such & progrsm should ba exawined
carafully before implacantation to ba sure that the gains that might acerue
gre vorth the cost of the effoct.

Reconmendatiot: That rim JPRC continye in its preaenﬁine of
endeavor. It gervas tn extremely usaful purpese Iin that no other organiza-
tion or egency provides a central point of contact aor focal point for data
on HIA/detainees in SEASIA,

]

COMRICAT: Concux. lovaver, the provisien of a focal polat for

inforoatien in secondary to its poteptial ss a recovary ogeney.

Recormendation: That HACSOC cxploze the feasibllity of develop~
ing singleton ggent nsoats specially qualified and tralnsd for introduction
into HVN for the purpome of penectrating PO camps for intelligence purpeses
znd to persundo selected POY guards to defect with prisoners, or parmit
clandeatine oparations withiu tha prison.

LOMET:  Conenz.

l4, (T3 AHEG Recomrsendations: It is recommended thats

8, CINCPAC Joint Survey Tean recoumandations aa concurred in by
thia proup ba approved (see para 13b abpve).

A=
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b. Stepy be takon to focus ARVH petention oa the colleeting of
information on US i%'"0; that this colloctiem effort be glven priority over
all but Lha mozt urgent tueties) 1aqulvasanloe; that US advigors to ARV
intelliganca afficers ot Corps laval gid balow be dirceted to precs this
prograw, mad that they be providsd the mz2cuc to induee agpressive agent
and agent penetretien operations to racover FI'g within RV,

¢, A confeyence be conducted by COMUSHACY involvind a1l potential
collectors of US ¥ informstion in LADS, CAIMODIA nd NVH to d=termine i
proved moang gnd coozdinetion on meesures required for davpleping greater
enphaals on this prozrem, !

d.  MAGY J2 prepara sn ovorall, caordinated colleetion plzn or
progran of overilding priozity foi i informaticnm,

Y
8 ’ -
- 1 -t - ‘

1
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HEADQUARTERS
UHITED BETATES MILITARY ASSISTARCE COMMAND, VIETHAM
STUDIES ARD OBSERVATIONS GROUP
AP0 96222

DIRECTIVE 23 Januery 1968
FUMBER 500~1 (306 - 0oP-80)

- -

AGTIONS TC SUPPORT OP-80 REQUIREMENTS (U

&, It must ba realized that the faets and eircumatences
apsociated with esch recovery operation may and Pprobably will
be different than the previous or next recovery operation.
Thereforea the instructions in thie direaetive are genaral

in neture and will have to be toilored to sach specific
rocovery operation. It 1g imperative that all perponnel
involved in a recovery action be aware of the necassity

for an expeditions, well planned reagponse. Advance
preparatlion, insgofar as possible, should de taken to
preclude time consuming delays &t erlitical times 4o insure
proper.oonordinstion and suparvision of actiona taken.

b, OF=-80 will provide "command and comirel for tHe
operation, OP-30 will Provide or arrange for reguired alr support,
and O0P=-35 will provide ground forcea. Other sectlons will
provide aup t ag required.

3. _b9) RESPOFSIBILITIES: The following responsibilities
are Aiated to provide all conecerned with the tasks each
Brénch/Section will be expected to execute.

a. 0P-80.

(1) Alert O7-30 {Operatlon sad Training Division)
and OF-35 {Ground Btudles Croup) to pending recovery
operations as socn as the requirement is knowva.

{2) Coordinate with OP-30 and OP-35 in formulatipg
the proposed recovery plan.

{3) Provide task force ‘commander for execution of
approved recovery plans, and advise OP-30 of additional requireas
neats or changes in plans. Central coentrol peint will
aftablished at S0G €COC,

(L} Conduct briefing of epproved plen for all task
force elements amslgned, .

{5) Provide guldence to all conceraed regarding
procedures for procesding recavered personnel,

* This direative fupersedes MACSOG Directive 5860-1, 10
Januaxry 1967.

GROUP 1
EXCLUBED FROM AUTQMATIC DOWK-
GRADING AND DECLASSIFICATION

) Tab 7 te
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IACS03 DIR 5C0-]
23 Jamuary 1968 - = !

{6) Goordinate end esteblish Xaisen vith .S, and Allied departeen
and ageneles to insure addational supporting forces aro tbtzined whon requarsd,

-(?.) Insure that appropriste embassies have appraved BRIGHT LIGHT bez-:
steging throwsh thoir areas of interect vhen required, aond noeessory notificstien
and acordination is ccccmpliched. :

(8) Insuro that edequato quentities of emcrgonsy cquimment/supplics
rigged for parpdrop to percennel to be racoversd gre prepoaitioncd at designated
locations., .

bc [); -10.' .

(1) Provide direction to the appropriste operaticns sactions an to
actiona to be taken.

(a) Estoblish Jiaison vith appropriste agencdes to insure that
correct lines of communications sre estoblished for expoditious regponse to air
support requireaento. The following procedures pertaining o the Jeventh k4> Foraa
have beon establisheds

e

a ¢
1. Cui—of-Country Supports !

A. Cszll TAF Cecmarder Operations Center (AUTOSEVCCH 3405
or Talk Galck 412) and ssk for the Senior Controller., Inform the Senior Controll
that & BIIGHT LIGHT requirement follows, outline the altuation and inform hid slen'air
suppork iF reqidyed,

L]
2. In-Country Support: For immediate action requesta, call
7AF TACC Cepwand Post {Talk Quick 4L16) end sk for tha Senicr Controller. Oube
line the sipuatdon and inform him what aly support is required,

{2) Monitor nctions teken to insure they are exesuted properly and
expediticusly, ot

{a) Upon notification that a rescvery operation ig to be exscuted
0P=32 will take the following actions: - '

1. Asalgn en Ar linieon Officer ta OP-80 to monitol, sdviaw,
suparvise, and respond to air support requirenments, - . .

2. Submit air suppart requesta Lo Scvanth Alr Force Command
Post which may include but ave not limited to:

&, Transport {fixed wang/lielicopter)
by Forward Alr Control -

Tab 7 to
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. CAP \

d. Strike ) )
{ - &+ Command and Contzol .
- .. - X« Resupply ’

- 3. Provide t.ran:nort.a.tion for OP-80 task force control party and
4 alrldfd of OP-35 .‘l‘oruas a3 requlred

!g- Yhen required, provide a tactical sir ldsison reprasentativa
for support to C & C Detactmant during thg condust of recovery operatlions. ]

e. OP-351 : -

(1) Train racomaiasalzca teams ond carmand and gentrol party to
quallfy for execution of personnel recovery riselona.

{2) bpon receipt of order to cxesute & recavery migsion execute tha
following actinns:

(s) Mert ¢ & C Detachment to das:l‘gnate forces to axscute the

ulsslon,

— (b) Insure that the designated forces ars equipped with iden-imng
{ '-u bands and English langu2ge cardas, .

(c) Request thab the Intelligence MHvisicu provide avellshle naps,
order of battle, and current intelligence in mission area.

g (d) Provide OP~30 with air support requiremants.

(e) If requived, request that OR-30 provide o tasticel sir :L'!.aison
represantubive 10 apgist the C & C almnant..

2}

-~
’
L]

(£) Dosignate a nisaion pro.ject officer and gdvise all consorned, R
.

{g) Request that 0?-80 cordust the necessary ccordimation and arrange
necossaTy clearance for personnel and/or equipment into other courtries concerned.

(h) Coordinate with Chief, Commmications Branch and insure that
required commumications equipment sceompanies reconnalssance team or will ba
available at the launech sita,

(1) Deploy team as expeditiously as possible, .

- m ——— ma

T A s = o r——

1 ———— - - - ——

—E - - .a - L R—

e— e - -_——— -

= — —— b
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a. Jrtellipence: Provide avoilable maps, order of battle, and current
intelligenco as reguested by OP=30, OP=35, and OP=50, Coordinpbo requests for
serlal reconnaissance.

' e. Cownmiestions: Provide camunications equlpment and facilities as
requested by OP>30, OP=35, and OP=30,

KEPDRTS: Xb 13 the responsibility of the senlor OP-80 repressntative
that psriodia reports are submitted through svailable communications chane
© the Chief, 5CG. Reporting times or frequency are not epecified; howover,
reports should be subtmitted on a timely basie Lo keep 211 concerned appraised of
the currend status of oparaticns,

FpR THE CHIEF, S0Gs

/s/ —

IVAN C. HLAND

3¢, Ush

Expeutive Officer
1 1

JFFICTIAL:

=.2. YOUtd, JR,

upT, USA
Adoin Officer - , -
DISTRTBUTIN: .
opP-ga {1)
0730 (1) .
Trted {1) ) . '
CP=32 {1} ,
».33 {1)
(P=34 {1)
0rP-35 1)
Corm 1
e Dot (1 .
SALT 1)
Admin (1) .
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RECOVERY STUDIES GROUP (HACSQG-BO)

MISSION .
o act as the ataff cognizant ageney and Jjoint

1, (
coopdinating authorlty within MACS0G for post-search and

rescue personnel recovery operations ang as such develops

requirements for collection of intelligence and other

intereeted agenclas, - .
FUNCTIONS - - S

Advises the Chief on all matters pertalning to
US and allded personnel. —— - .
Supervises the operations of the Reocovery Studles

L R LT - A - . ws

reCovery operatione and Escape and Evasion programs within

the theater of operations,

involving air, ground and naval recovery forces. . R =
INTELLIOQENCE SECTION - - - ..
Develops requirements for collection of timaly

accurate intelligence and other data required for

personnel re ery operations, : e _

Collates, analyzes, evaluates and maintains
infelligence.files concerning detained and miesing psrsonnel,

Develops operaticvnal intelligence and prepares

8tddies of areas cf interest to the Recovery Studies
Division to determine the feasibility of initiating

N Tab 8 to .
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personnel regovery operations.

4, Briefs obther intelligence agencles on the misslon,
opefations and intellipence requirements of the Recovery
Studies pivislon, -

5. frovides DIA with requirements for the colleotion
of intelligence and other data in excess of loocal
capabllities and provides DIA with information developed,
relative to oeptured and aiesing personnel,

6-
othier US intelligence agencies to stimulate the flow of

Haintains clops and continuous liaison with

informatlion and intelligence pertainling to captured or
missing personnel. . v e . -
OFERATIONS SECTIOR - . ey

1. Formulates, coordinates and aupervises operational

prabedures and plana for the recovery of capaturad U8 or

allled personnal, - . - -

pda/(.-m/coordinates and establlshed liaision with US
B, 8llled departmenta and agenclas to ensure maximum
utilization of -available rescurces and to achieve maximum

reaction

Acts as goordinator/lieison to U3 and allied
foroes conducting recovery operations, r—. e
‘gqﬁ;;/Lﬂﬁ’gguﬂieﬂ and evaluates E&E equipment, survival
pmant and related items. In conjunction with ailr angd
Naval Foroes make recommendations for the procurement and
use of ned equipment or the modification of existing equip-

-

ment,
evf;/ﬁﬁd’E;;era tactical unit Commanders and operations

pex’fonnal on the misalon and operation of the Recovery

Studiesg Division and advises them on the feasibility and

techniques of prlsoner recovery operations. i

. Tah 8 td
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DSPARTUENT (¢ TUB ARMY .
lcadquargere, X Pi21d Force Vietnan
ATO Soh P:nnc!.sc9 96350

] 2 LS

REGULATICN o " <27 Fabruary 1959
HOMESR 381-3 . )
"7 "' OLYTeNY MTELLIGENGE = o
4
Procodures for Bocovery of FPMAP Prisonats of Bar (PO¥a) -

la PURPOSE1 To standacdize, procedures in arder that recovery
or FHHMAF FOY3 gan l2 lauoched with a pindrun loss of tize. ,

BACUGROUMD: Experience galnad from nomducting £OH recovery
that Viat Cony POY gompa aré vulterchle to owile, .
oll planned heliborme raids wheteln complats tactical gucprisa fo
aghieved. Vist Cong DOY eemps oo ganerally guasded by a very small
torce, but achieva thait tecurity by virtua of- theix poaitioning,
usually deep within YC buce presd. Tne VG normally rotata FOM campd
through pre-galectsd poolsions at ghout thirty-doy intezvals, o2
whonaver they bellsve tha cemp locction had boen ccaprimiged by oo

oacapza, Hal-Chanh ar V2 f£light,
3. INTELLIGEICE: - . " LT

as P=2finitiona:

{1) Perishable intelligence ls thet intelligence which-wmost ™"
ba reactad to iemediataly er ito valua 8 lost,

-

'
" wem b 4 A

—
-

: {2)" Mon perishable intalligenca s that type of intelligence
to which raaction oparations svra not inhibited by restcictive time t:am‘%.

be The best fntelligence is that incalligence which in derived
fron cowsoné Uho has had access to the ccmpj Gege SCOADes, guozds ot
laborers whpo are willing to lead A feaction fozen back {nto tha eSea.

r .
. il
v ! Tgb 10 to
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Sap Mo 3813, UQ T BFOICHY, AYO 3un Fronclseo 55350, 27 b €9 {Coat*d)

8+ A conpzehonsiva !.nte::ogatimldab:hzing guide is Tecomosnded
for uT= to" interyepata NOY (ILANHs and PO and to dobriel escarsus.
Such a guida lo sttached at inclodore I.

Se GUIDAYCE: All agbotantiva intellizence repxts of FOn cesnp
ations will ba reported by Flach oposaga to oddzeossss indicateds
ae COMUSIACY (ATTH: JRe) |, R L T o .
ba CG, I PEQRCSY ‘
o DSA, IT'CrZ R )
do 525th MI Group . . e e

- . --:.-4.5'1.'. o | -
Bs . - - wet ey 4]

[ B TP,

£. If U,S. prisoncrs are iovolvod, the subject of tha masags ",_' for, 4 % ag e
will k¢ "PRIGHT LIGKT". The urgoncy of expeditiously raporting P

perisbable intelligence, such a3 infermeticn obtained from @scapaes, _ .- L.
aaonct ba ovor-smphasised. :

. P . . ek Batma

P JosA representstives should ba informad immediately ' o
to datazmine whether they have additicoal loforoation of lmva dgaeta
that can confizn or procute more informatiom, . e -
A, Pollew~up ectlon should be initisted Iruedintsly to Zully - -
develop the BSI. Extrtenz cautlen must be exercised from the outaet
to prevant cooprenising the opsratlions U, 8. unilatezal sctlon at « =
this stage is Iecammended. AR v - e
be G2 will ootlly J’ch, mcv, and a.r:-ange tm' JERG :epuaen:atioa
as requl-’:ed. : . -
6. OIN) OPERATIONS: " - e

aA. Basad on the intelligence generated, Imzadlate cperaplonal

planning 1s Initigted unilatacally by the deaignaced tactical dorcander

or Province Jeoioy Advisor, In coordipation with V. §, wilitary sdvisozy -
stalts Prinary reactlon Lorces to be cone

sidered aze « tzoop units oz
becayza of :lnhuent rapld reaction capabilitics and their ability
to preserva thet secyrity of the opbratica. Camp and Mebile Strike
Porca unlts (CSFAISF) from Coapany B, 5th Special Forces Group Alra

botne should also ba cenaidered as a ready taaction force. o

L -

loterpal routing instructions will ba {oeludod sa follows: CEMUSHMACY :

for JPAC, HACI2Ll, MACJ22, CG, 1 FFORCBY for GR2j; 525th M1 Group fZor M/CPIB, . -
Notes BRecevery propossls should HOT be fncluded in intelligence ressspes. .

Messages pastaining to p.oposad vparations should be Zorwarded go G,

n

IPFORCEY only. Kl - -
v - . *
-’ - } . -
. .- ] K .
”" . . ‘. t . ) -
- 4 . T s .
. Tab 10 to ‘
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=3, HQ ICFORCSY, A0 Szn Francisco 96350 27 Feb 69 {(Cont‘*d)

Rog No 3!‘1

b. The major tactical unit corzanders, or the Pravince Sanfor
fAdviaors In the provinta whate U, §. forces era not prosent will appolst
£ ‘Insk Fofca gud U, 5. comdandor to scrve ns the ovérall cocrdinator amd
to inltlate tactical plaoning.

¢. The yecovery task forco ¢cruander and the sir mission commandzar
will condugt a joint scrial reccnnaissance of the area to sclect tha
lznding zone. Fetreme caution oust be exarclsed to prevent coapfo-
aising the ‘oparatdei.

7e AN) 1 PFORGEV/IT1 CT2 SUPPCRT:

a. Upon recelpt of substantive intelligence repovtn of POH camp
locations by the G2, I FRORCEV, tha major vnit commandar or FProvines
Sondor Advigor will be alertced by HQ, IFPORCSV of an impending opavation
A JFAC repregeontative will ba requasted, through HACVZGZ, to ccxe to
Headquarters, IFFOACEV.

ba ‘The'l FPORCEV TCC will moniter the opesation.

C« An After~iction Report will ba prepared by the Task Fores
Commandor upen completicn ef tha opstation. (AVPA-GB)

FOB THD COMAWRER:2

OFPICIAL: J JAMES G4 RALIESIS
Brigadi:x General, USA
ﬁ Chiaf o Btuf?
L - .

Q'mun B BUSDEY/IR,
Colonel, AGG .
Adjutant General

|
° Tab 19 to
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a. Provide the JPRC (Joint Persconel Recovery Center)
. an increased capabllity to its theater W recovery
. programs,

b. Frovide an experienced exploitation fores, up to

-
-

d company 8lze, for immediate reaotlion to perdshable
intelligence information on FW locatlons, primarily
V.8, Fie.
¢, Provide in=-country reaction capability in
additlion to established C&0 AOs. - .
d. To establish a minimum requirement for additlional
specialized training.
FUNGTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY:

-

GROUF 1
EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC DOWN-
GFADIN® AND DECLASSIFICATION

. Tab 11 to
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TOP

employed to the maximum degree. ,°
T HACS0G~35 will ldentify the-foroa to be employed
and the external fire suppert assets required.

. MACS0G-32 will ldentify air asset requlrements
based on MACS0G-35 forece lnput; lift to launch points
will normally be from S04 assets, while rald 1ift willl
be provided from f£leld force assets,

8. The C&C Commander will provide an operations
offlcer to JPRC for planning and coordination when an
operation ir panding, -

h, JPRO wlll designate the TF Commander.

1, Coordination and lialson with external forces

respopsibllity of JPRC, .- -

erations are one Exploitation Company at each C&0, to be
deslgnated by each C&C Commander, This force may be
composite and formed from platoons avallable at any glven
time. All C&C Exploitation Forces will be trained and

prepared to conduct B recovery missions on call,
&, The FY recovery role will be in addition to other

resgponsibilities,
b. Forces will operate as presently constituted and
equipped, - - - e

¢. P recovery force asesets will be drawn from more

than one C&0 Af tha sltuation dictates. - .-

d. When forces in addition to those under MACSOQ
operational control are required for PW recovery,
supporting foroes will be requested from COMUSMACY
resources, o
5. {U) Command Relationships will remailn as currently

established,

Tab 11 to
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P

ipradiately upon recelpt,

Text aopled from MACSOG Lbtv, sullj: Terms of Refergnce
for Addltional Support of the JPRC (U), dtd 25 July 1969,

gigned by col S.E, Cavanaugh, USA, Chief 350G

- Tab 11 to
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