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JOIN'l' l'ERSONNEL RECOVERY CEN'!ER 

l'ARr I. INTRODUC~ON 
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l - PART II. INCEPTION OF JPRC 

( ~. '~MMIT'l'EE ON PRISONERS AND DE'l'AINEES 

/

1 

~In June 1965, the Embassy Mission Council in Saigon 

established a Committee an ~1soners and Detainees With 

2 

r 
meml:lersh1p composed or representat1 ves rrom eac:h element or the country 5 

Misuion Team. Under Emba,sy chairmanship, the Committee was 

£!Ven the primary responsibility ror rormulsting po~icy recom-

6 

7 

o mendations and coordinating actions relatinS to US military p~isoners 8 
(VC) 

( 

and ci vil1an detainees held by the Viet Cong/in South Vietnlllll. 'rbe 9 

ca~ttee ~as also tasked to formulate policy recommendations to lO 

the Mission on the following additional categories or detained ll 

persons: US prisoners held by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) 12 

in North Vietnam; and third country civilian detainees and military 

prisoners held by the~-V~in South Vietnam, except non-US 

civilians. The Committee was rurther tasked to initiate necessary 
·' 

13 

l~ 

15 

liaison with Vietnamese authorities and to coordinate any necessary 

,..-- ··lssion action that might be required concerning US prisoners or 

.eta1nees in t~ird countries, specj~cslly Laos.• 7.. JOIII!r llE:COVERY CENTER 

1. (S) Acting on the recommendation• at the.committee, and with 

the concurrence or the Mission Council, the Ambassador, General 

Maxwell Taylor, established a Joint Recovery Center (JRC), which 

wou.ld: 

a. Be ~ned by indiVidual• provided by the Department of 

Defense (DOD), US Overseas Mission (USOM), OS Information 

Service (USIS), the Eml:lassy, and 

b. Be directly responsible to the Ambssoador for all opera­

tional matters, 

c, Coordinate operations in adjacent areas, particularly Laos, 

with the appropriate embassy or command. 11 

Joint Al!E!Uli.SSY/!>IACV Nsg, lU0525Z Jun 1965 
) History of JPRC dated 1 January 1967 
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?. 
2~ speaking to the DOD manning requirement for 

(
'ne JRC, the Ambassador indicated the need~ for 10 professionally 

.~alified military representatives. Further, it was recommended 

that the DOD assign a USAF colonel having the technical qualifi-
' 

r 

,, 

cations and command experience as the JRC 1 a Dil.'ector. 

3~he Otfice.or the Secretary or Defense (OSD) requested 

that the Joint Chiefs of Starr take appropriate action to furnish 

t~e requested ott1cer, if the Joint Chiefs of Staff concurred. 

The Joint Chiefs of Starr, in turn, requested comments and 

recommendations concerning command arrangements and designation 
I 

or the JRC. 1 ClNCPAC concurred in the establishment or a recovery 

center, manning and command arrangements, and the terma of reference. 

CINCPAC suggested the term JPRC be used to mean Joint P~rsonnel 

Recovery Center since the term JRC was presently used to designate 

the Joint Reconnaissance Center (JRC) within the J-3 Directorate, 

Joint Chiefs of Statr.•• 

~pen reviewing the 

"""">utheast Asia, 'COMUSMACV, in 

·' prisoner recovery problem in 

September 1965, 1nd1c&ted that, in 

.ose cooperation with the American Embassy 

aggressive program to determine the location of,anq assist American 

prisoners held by the vc; !'_he~v;. ~d t!_l_e_ Pathet Lao had been 

initiated. With the concurrence of the American Embassy, COMUSMAGV 

withdrew the request for appointment or e Director for the JRC 
available 

indicating that the officer wou~d be provided rronV personnel.••• 
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C~INT PERSONNEL RECOVERY CENTER (JPRC) • 25 

~~ing an evasion and escape (E&E) ~lanning conference at 26 

CINCPAC Headquarters in December 1965, a recommendation was made 

that a recoverY center be established in Southeast Asia which would . 
include personnel recover~ operations after search and rescue (SAR) 

I 

) 

J S ~sg, 232050Z Jun 1965 
CINCPI\C ~1sg, 0322~lZ 1\ug 1965 
COIIIJSl:ACV Msg, l5ll36Z Sept 1965 
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~ 
errarts had been terminated. It was visualized, by CINCPAC, that l 

2 ~,the .functions or the J'RC, then operating in Vietnam, would be 

( •bsorbed within this new organization. A general concept or a 

possible arrangement for post-SAR recovery operations envisioned 

by CINCPAC would be as tallows: 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 ,. 

a. Recovery operations would involve forces and/or activities 

varied both as to parent organization an~ locatiop. ~he locale 

or recovery operations mi&nt include South Vietnam, North Vietnam 

and Laos. ~herefore, to maximize the effectiveness ,or auch 

operations, COIIDSMACV would be designated as coordinating 

authorit~ for post~SAR matters. 

b. COMUSMACV would establish a Personnel Recovery Center to 

aid in his coordination authority role. ~e center would serve 

as a focal point for the collection and collation or all informa­

tion and intelligence bearing on personnel recovery, and would 

plan and coordinate the operational aspects or recovery/aeaistance 
\ ' or US/Allied personnel detained/held prisoner b~, or evading 

enemy forces . ... 

c. Actual conduct or recovery operations would continue to be 

a function or the department/agency or Service component to 

which forces enga~ed in speciric recover1 operations were assigned. 

d. Diplomatic arrangements for exchange or prisoners and 

release or personnel would continue to be a function or the State 

10 

11 
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13 I 

i 
1~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 • 

21 

22 

23 

24 

requested co~ents from COMUSMACV on the possible 25 

arrangement outlined above, and submission or proposed terms of 26 

reference (TOR) for the Center. CINCPAC ind1cateo that the ~OR should 27 

recognize the reqUirement for appropriate coordination With the 

various US Chiefs or Mission and witn the representatives or US 

28 

29 

departments and agencies within the Mission. Further, the TOR should 30 

also recognize Coromander~in-Chief, Pacific Air Force (CINCPACAPl 31 

functions and responsibilities for SAR matters, as established by 32 
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·~. 
ClNC?AC INS~RU~ION 3130.10 or 25 June 1965 and the runet1ons or ! 

(- - the Southeast Asia SIUI Center which CINCPAC directed he established 3_ 
\ 

1n Ma:rch 1966. I ~ 

~e terl!l5 or reference, pertaining to the establishment ! 
of a JPRC, proposed by COMUSMACV and cc~rdinated With the 7th ~ 

Air Force, and the US Elnbassy, Saigon, were as ~allows: 
I 

"a. PURPOSE: 'l'he purpose of the JPRO .1e to establish a 
bility within MACV Studies end Observations Group (MACSOG) 
personnel recovery operations subsequent to te~nation of 
and rescue (SAR) efforts, 

cap a­
for 
search 

"b. RESPONSIBILITIES: MACSOa will be responsible for oper­
ating the JPRC, fer collating intelligence data pertaining to 
detained/missing personnel recovery planning, and fer conducting 
operations related to the recovery of US end allied personnel 
detained by unfriendly forces within SEASIA. 

.. 

"(~) Performs liaison and coordination with US and allied 
Departments and Agencies to'insure maximum util1~at1on of 
available resources and to achieve minimum reaction time for 
launching recovery operations. 

~(5) Monitors and coordinates operation• With agencies 
external to MACSOG during execution of epproved plana. 

0 d, FORCES: 

"(l) Primary forces tor recovery operations will be those 
assigned to MACSOG; however, these forces will be augmented by 
MACV component forces as required for specific operationa. 

"(2) If US forces, 1n addition to those currently under 
MACV control, are required for recovery operatione, they Will be 
requested from CINCPAC. If feasible, they will be placed under 
operational control of MACSOO for the operations. 

~(3) lr cases arise in Which the use or MAcsoo or MACV 
Component farceS Bre not adVisable, the use or indigenous forces 
is indicated, and MAGV is tasked to accomplish the mission, 
MACSOG would act as the coordinating authority for MACV. Advice 
and assistance will be furnished by MACSDG as requested and 
ap~iate, 

~ CPAC msg, 2700l6Z April l966 
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~ •e, RELATIONSHIPS: 

"Cll The JPRC will function as an element or MACSOG, 
under the command and control of COMUSMACV • 

"(2) Areas of operation and appropriate coordinating 
agencies are as follows: 

"(a) South Vietnam: coordination affected with USEMB, 
Saigon, 

"(b) Laos: Coordination affected with USEMB, Bangkok 
and approved by USEMB, Vientiane and ClNCPAC prior to initiation 
or operations. 

4 

5 

6 

! 
8 

"(c) North Vietnam and Cambodia: Coordination with 
USEMB, Bangkok or USEMB, Saigon and approved b1 CINCPAC prior to 
initiation or operations. 

10 
Not envisaged at this state o.f' develop---"(d) Red China: .· ~ ment."• 

In providing CINCPAC with the above proposed TOR, COMUSMACV noted !l . 
that as or 15 June 1966, a total of 315 personnel, predominantly ?1. 
US were either detained or missing. COMUSMACV further indicated !! 
that the rising total from 22 in 196~ to 172 in 1965 and to the !a 
mid-June 1966 .figure o.f' 315 per.~onnel illustrated the rapid ll 
increase ting tram exPanded US and allied operations. 

September 1965, the Joint Chiefs or Sta.f'.f' approved ~. 

t following te~ o! reference as proposed by CINCPAC and 

concurred in by the American Embassies in Bangkok, Vientiane and 

Saigon: •• 

" ... Terms of Reference 

"a, PURPOSE: The purpose or the JPRC is to establish a capa­
bility within COMUSMACV for personnel recover.y operations 
subsequent to termination of search and rescue (SAR) effort. 
COMUSMACV is designated the coordinating authority for poat-SAR 
recovery matters in South Vietn~, North Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia and Thailand. 

"b. FUNCTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY: COMUSMACV Will be responsible 
ror operation of the JPRC, which will perform the following 
functions: 

02l235Z July 1966 
Sept 1966 
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r 

l 

) Coordinate and establi~h liaison ~th US and allied 
departments and agencies to insure maximum utilization or 
available resources and to achieve minimum reaction time ror 
launching recovery operations. 

"(6) Monitor end coordinate operations with agencies 
extel:'nal to COMUSMACV during e:~:ecution or approved plans. 

! 

l 
! 
9 -

•c. FORCES: Primary fol'ces for recovery operations will be 
those assigned to COMUSMACV. !l 

"(1) It US rorces in addition to those currently under 
COMUSMACV operational control are required tor recovery opera­
tions, supporting forces will be requested r.rom CINCPAC. 13 
CINCPAC will specify command and control arrangements at the time 
arrangements at the time supporting force• are designated. l! 

"(Z) In cases where indigenous forces are utilized, 1a 
COMUSMACV will act as the coordinating authority and proVide 
advice and asaistanoe as re~uested and appropriate. ~ 

n4, COMMANIJ RELATIONSHIPS: .!1 
' 

" ( l) The JPRC will tuncUon as an element under the coiiiiiiBlld !! 
and operational control of COMOSMACV • . 

"(2) Areas or opel'ation and appropriate coordinating 
agencies are as follows: 

"(a) South Vietnam: Recovery operations will ~e 
coordinated With the American Embassy; Saigon prior to 
initiation. 

n(b) Laoa: Recovery operations will be coordinated 
with the American Eml>aasy, Saigon and American Embassy, 
Vientiane and approved by CINCPAC prior to initiation. 

"(c) Thailand: Recovery operation• entering Thai 
airspace 1 staging from or through Thailand, or utilizing 
~hailand based forces will be coordinated with the American 
Embassy, Bangkok priOX' to initiation. 

"(d) North Vietnam and Cambodia: Recovery operations 
will be coordinated with the American Embassy Saigon and approved 
by CI!ICPAC prior ta :l.n:l.t'iation. Cool:'d1nat1on with Amer:l.oan 
Embassy Vientiane will be effected when overflight of Laos 
if involved, 

"(e) Communi~t China: Not envisioned at this t:l.me.•• 

CINCP~C, in providing authority and guidance to COMUSM~CV in estab­

lishing the JPRC, requested their plans ror earlY activation af 

.he center in accordance with the, abov~ TOR.' 
./ 



{ 
I 

.7. . 
~RC ACTIVI\TION 

~he JPRC was established on a temporary basis ,llithin 

MACSOQ 1by COMUSMACV on 29 August 1966, and officially activated 

on 17 SeJ>tembt!r 

on temper~ additional 

duty ~om the 13th Air Force, initially served as Chief, JPRC. : 
Upon activation, the following personnel were assigned to the 

center: 

~ 

06 
04 
0~ 
E5 
E5 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

~ly in September 1966, the JPRC effect~d coordination 10 

and established a communications link with the Joint Search and ll 

Rescue Center (JSARC) and the 7th Air Force fer the purpose-of 12 
·' 

having these activities forward to the JPRC all pertinent data 13 

~n downed aircreWmen and results of SAR efforts. This data would l~ 

.hen be closely monitored by the JPRC to determine if and when 15 

MACSDG or other assets could be utilized in recovery operations. 16 

3-~MUSMA.CV determined, that ,all a separate atat'1' element 17 

MACSOG 1 the JPRC would be responsible 18 

19 

to insure complete utilization or all CINCPAC resources and cape- 20 

b111t1es. Any initial conceptual plann1n~ would be the responsi- 21 

bili ty or the JPRC, and when MACSOQ reaourcee were utilized in 22 

recovery operations, the operational planning" ann execution would 23 

be the responsibility of the MACSOG Starr. Further, operational 2~ 

control and execution would be performed in the same manner as other 25 

MACSOG operations. When ether than HACSOG resources were used to 26 

errect reco'lery, operational control would be as prescribed by the 27 

TOR. 28 

F-8 Appendb !' 
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COMUSMACV msg to CINCPAC and other addressees, COMUS~~CV 
210226Z September 1966 
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I 
I PART III. JPRC HISTORY - 1966 

A~JPRC ACTIVATION 

~- (~ 22 Septelllber 1966 • COMUSMACV sent a message of 

not~ation or activation or tbe JPRC to :militan lllld State 

Department agencies operating within the CINCPAC are~ ot 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

responsibility. The message stated that the purpose or the JPRC 5 

was to establish a capability within MACV tor perso!Uiel recovery 6 

operations subsequent to termination of SAR effort. Further. ~t 7 

vould also serve aa the coordination authority and tocsl point ror 8 

all post-SAR recovery ~tters in South Vietnam, North Vietnam, Laos. 9 

C&lllbodia and Tha.l.land, COMUSMACV listed the folloll'1ng functions that 20 

d, Prepare basic o~erational procedures and plans for the 

recovery or assistance of detained US or allied personnel. 

e. Coordinate and establish liaison with US and Allied depart­

ments and agencies to insure maximum utilizaticn or available 

resources, and to achieve minimum react1on~1me tor launcting 

recovery operations. 

r. Monitor and coordinate operations with agencies external 

to MACV during execution of approved plans. 

~I:US11ACV requested all message addressees to forw<.r<l to 

Headquarters, ~:Acv, J!'RC by the most expeditious methcc:., and en a 

~ontinuing basis, all data pertaining to missing or detained 

.rsonnel in Southeast Asia.• 

ll 

22 

13 
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~ 
~MDSMA~ also advised the l!lll,jor lllilital'3' COIIIIIIIIDdlll l 

{ • meier MACV or the a~t1 vat1cm or the JPRC, and 1ncli~atecl tbat the 2 
• .I • 

ni.clmame BRIGHT LJ:CIHT bad been aasigned tor J:PRC messages. 3 

F'or the .1l'RC to accomplish i t:1 purpose, CCMUSMACV requested ~ 

the follolfing clata be passed to the JPRC ~Y the most expecli tious 5 

-~. 6 
' I 

a. Information concerning missing and/or captured personnel. 7 

b. Alleged or confirmed locations or prisoner of war (:POW) 8 

camps or holding areas. 9 

c. Information which would indicate the policies or any lO 

ot the hostile forces toward the handling or Allied prisoners, ll 

SUllordinate commands were ,also apprised or means by whiqb they coul.cl 12 

communicate directly with the center, and COMUSMACV d1reated that 13 

no element or the command would initiate operations designed solely 1~ 

or primarily tor the releaae or captured personnel without coordination 15 

P-.J.J.. Appendi:x F 
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~SJ~cv P3g, Olll38Z Nov 1966 
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~-
~ above E and E procedurea ror aircrewe were approved 1 

( 

' 

for implementation effective on l October 1966, and CIHCPAC re­

quested COMOSMACV, CDlCPACAP, and CINCPACFLT take expeditious 

action to 1ntorm aircreNa ot tbe procedures.• 

I 

.• 

·' 
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~~oendix V tc Annex M, 1966 MACV Command History dated 
5 May 1967 
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/~. 
~LI'l!ICAL ~TRICTIOHS ON RECOVERY OPERA'riOIIS r·· ~problem area vas noted by CO~CV, ill November 1966, 

~elative to the amount at coordination requir~d when conducting cross­

border recover:t operation:.. An exlllllple "tlla& z1ven or an operation 

which involved an airman downed in Laos which required recovery teacs 

:. 

to be atazed throusb an Ail" Base located 1n Thail.auc1. It was :telt E 

that the tilDe required to ertect coordillation with t!{e .Amerioau . 
Embassies in Saigon, Vientiane, and Bangkok, and also .t:mCPAC 1n order 

to launch a cross-border recovery epriously limited.the the aapabili~­

ot the JFRC to respond promptly. It was further noted that the blanks: 

authority granted by CINCPACto conduct operations :tor evading or !.! 

escaped airmen in HVH without prior CIHCPAC approval wo~d help 12 

situation.• 1! . 
2. following apec1t1a recovery operation is sited to , ' --

il strate the impediments to imMediate reaction and restrictions in l~ 

the use of MACV recovery aesete ocoasiol)ed by the system or ooordinat!:= l!i 
·' 

required. 

"a. On 23 September 1966, the JPRC wee advised that a beeper 
signal was heard in the Laot.:!an panhandle area. Although voice 

not be established, instructions to turn ott the 
pr.omJ~tlLY ~omJJJ.J.e<~ with on two occasions. 'l'he lace.::!::: 

e1gnal correlated most clcsa:7 
who went down 1n thiD gene~~ 

Vl.Cl.l<U.l:y on 12 September. er, the JPRC requeste:!. -:::e 
ares be Visually searched b1 low level, ~ro~ ~1ven a1rcrart. 
That night s atrobe light was reported 1n the vicinity at the 
previously reported beeper signal. 

~)~MUSMACV Msg, Olll38Z Nov 1966 
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"4• In add'Hiion to tba '3oeae1ve delay' ..,e,akne:sso•s 
conducted •• •• pointed ou.t tll.ese • 
planning end oonduot ot the operation: 

• ( 1) All tbo team aembere Aleo, tbe se!!.:':h 
t..am made contact with local villagers, and QUIIst:S.oned ":~!::. 
concerning tbe downed urmnn. 'lb1s lll!ems pllrt1cu.la:'l:V '=-w!se 
tor two reaeons: 

"Cal It alerted tbe local populace to tbe poaaibil!:J 
that a liS aaman lllight be down 1n 1:be uea.. 

"(b) lf~were obaerv1lle; tne team tro:1 ....... "~ ~ 
.th1a ac~e1ntorce any idea be lllie;bt ha;;~· 
that ~.l.e1111ly torccus. It ia entire!;:- ;:cuible 
that ~sbt bavo seen the eearch tee, !:::: 4!;-
aucceaatull:V evaded it 1n the belief that it waa c::~osed 
ot untriendly torcea. 

·' "(2) The aearc~ team 
was not specitically trained in 
'l'lle tellllt MACV hac! in atandby stattls 

"(3) Whtle the loyalty ot the search team used in this :;:ero:;1on 
is not being questioned, 1t aeemo unl1kelY that 1t co~! :e 
as h1ghty mot1vated as a te~ led by el1te US peraonne: sea::~& 
for a fellow countryman, 

"(4) Finally, the American Embasey, Laoo, took cogni~~:e :~ 
th~ ract that the pilot m1sht be hiding and refusing to ex~cse 
h~selt until he saw an occidental race. On l Octobe~, 
COMUSMACV received a message rrom the Embassy augge=ti:; t:&t 
a team led b~ us personnel be dispatched ror a final ~~a==~· 
ln light at the amount or time wbi~h had elapsed since e=7 
signal had been received, plus the 8earch activities ~~~=~ ~d · 
been conducted in the area, COH!ISIIACV"" !e'J.t it was hie;~; ::!1• 
likely that tbe airman would still be 1n this vicin1tj ~~ ~he 
team waa not dispatched. . 

"e. It 

-..,...'e"ter, 
" .. !~6 

in this operation. This is difficult to countenance wher~ ~~e live~ 
or Ame~ican airman might be at stake."' 

uoolemental Data Sheet, Subj: Political P.e=tr!c~!e~~ 
Cross-Border Operations, dated B October 1966 
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~ ~:-~UpOn activation in September 1966, the JPRC 

inMediately commenced recovery operatione. Generally epeak1ng, 

these operations took one or two forms. One was th! raid-type 

operation against known or auape~ted en~ pr1aoner or war (P06) 

camps. The other type or operation conducted by the center 

involved the search or an area where personnel who w~re evading, 

• o:r wllo hall escaped, were kno-.m or 21trongl)l auspectell to be 

h1d1ns.• 

_-·--;~~~ October 1966, JCS stated a need tor current and 

~ ~~~-~d PW intoi-mat'ion. CINGPAC, in tu7'n, 7'enueute" t!-at 

COHUSI~CV prepare a weelclv mesull!e BRICllir LIIlH'r rePort po 'cover 

activities to that date.•• For the pUrposes or tut~e 'anai~sis, a 

chronology or_recovery operations and other related in~idents re­

ported by the ~RC during 1966 follows. The inro~tion orovided 

is taken direcUy !rom the weekl;r, MACV B!UOHT LIGI!'l' _meeease reJ>orts 

which were prepared by the JPRC, 

a; Qperations, '17 Septel!lber-31 -October 196b .. --- ·---- - -· - - --
(1) First Reeoverv pPeration 

(a) On 2~ September, SAR notified the JPFC that OS planes 

bad heard and fixed a beeper at11111111iflon the mornin& or 

23 September. They advised that the area had been searched 

with negative results and that they were suspending their 

efforts. JPRC, after evaluation and collation of all avail­

able data on aircrew members down 1n the vicinity, determined 

beeper transmission could have been F-105 pilot, USAF 

repor~ed downed 12 September, 

at a point approximate~y ~5 nm north of_rep~rted beeper fix. 

~E endix V to Annex M, "1966 MACV Command History," 
date May l967 

11 
( COMUSMACV Msg, Olll38Z Nov 1966 
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( 
(2) J~RC requested that a low-level, visual reconnaissance 

be tlo'i!II tbe night or 24 September •. 'rile mission waa rlown 

and a strobe observed tor approximately tour to ~ive seconds. 

(3) A BRIDHT LICHT team was immediately alerted and 

approval to launch the team requested tram CINCPAC, ~m 

Vientiane and AHEMB Bangkok, as it was planned tbat the 

te!llll would be launched tro~t~ llahkon Phanom. ApProval was 

received trOQ CIRCPAC and AMEMB Bangkok, but AMEMB 

Vientiane denied approval to launch team atat~s that they 

had resources capable o! performing operation. 

(4) AMEMB Vientiane launched search team on 26 Septe:~~ber, 

Search contin:Jed until 3 October with n'egati ve results. 

Operation terminated as of tbi& date, 

b. Second Recovery Operation 

(l) On 29 September, an F-~c was reported downed at 

- One pilot was re;.overed by SAR and the other 

pilot's parachute was in sight, but the pilot had not been 

recovered: On 30 September, SAR notified the JPRC and 

requested assistance. 

(2) Arter securing necessary approval, a BRIGHT LICHT 

team was launched. The body or~!ll••••••••• 
lllllll)was recovered at approximately Oll635H October 1966. 

The body was recovered at~ which ie in NVN rather 

than at~ as reported, Which is in Le.oe. . 

(3) Pilot's death apparently caused by fall or approxi­

mately lOO feet when he released himself from parachute . . 
harness during the night of 29 september. 

c. Operation CANASTA 5{2 

(1) At l20149Z October 1966, a Navy A~l call sign, 

CANASTA 572 was downe~ in the vicinity 

Voice contact was maae with the pilot and his exact loca­

tion determined, but rescue efforts on 13 ana 14 October 

were not successful due to the ract that some enemy were 

in the area, and to inability to get sling to pilot 

through heavy foliage. JPRC was called for assistance 

on 14 October. 
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~ 
(2) A BRIGHT LIGHT tea= was readied and launched that l 

evening. lt arrived en the carrier, INTREPID, at approxi- 2 

111ately midnight and was prepared to launch at .t'1rat llght, 3 

15 October. Weather on 15 October was such that it was not ~ 

reasible to launch the operation. 5 

(3) The team was helo-lirted to the area of the downed 6 

airman and landed at a point approxilllatal;y Boo' meters rrom 7 

his last known location at 160930H Oct. Plan was to sWeep B 

toward pilot in skirmish formation. At a paint approximately 9 

100 meters trom target, team encountered a large trail under 10 

jungle canopy. This trail was tlllten under surveillance. ll 

Arter appro:rimatel;y 15 minutes, an liVN unirormed patrol, 12 . 
obviously engaged in search, approached the team to within 13 

10 meters and the team leader thought they had been detected. l~ 

The patrol was engaged and all four members were killed. As 15 

team was compromised, teem,,leader requested exriltration. 16 

(q) During ext1ltrat1on, one helicopter was hit by ground 17 

fire and ~ventuall;y lost, ~ee team members (one US, two 18 

VN),were wounded when the helicopter wae hit. Wound• were 19 

not serious. 

(5) Electronic and visual search or the area was con­

tinued for several days with negative.results. 

d, Operation CRIMSON TIDE 

(l) On 30 August 1966, a 17 year old VC rallied to 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2q 

Chieu Hoi. Interrogation re~esled that en 25 August 1966, 25 

he had observed an American Negro prisoner being held by 26 

the Vc. He gave a detailed description or the location or 27 

the prison site. Aeri~l photography or the area wae 28 

requested and flown, but yielded nothing conclusive. The 29 

rallier was reinterrogated on 28-29 September, and based on 30 

information acquired in this interrogation, low-level 31 

photography was requested. AF combat cameraman, using 

hand-held camera !rem 0-l aircraft, obtained excellent 

32 

33 

photographs. On 9 October 1966, the photos were flown to 3~ 

~ 
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( 
can The and shewn to the rall1er, who positivel~ 14ent1ried l 

the prison area. The rall1er agreed to a pol~sraph teat, 2 

which waa administered on 11 October. Results or the test 3 

indicated rallier prohabl;,r was telling the t:r:-utn. Final 4 

arrangements we:r:-e made with the Senior Corps Advisor to 5 

conduct a raid. 6 . . 
(2) On 18 october, a eompan,-sized :r:-eccve~ rcree was 7 

helibcrne to the prison site. Contact with the VC was made, 8 

but no US personnel were recovered. Interrogation or two 9 

VC seized during the raid produced no 1ntormat1on concerning 10 

US prisoners. 
.· ll 

(3) Inasmuch as source accompanied the raiding .terce and 12 

accurately pointed cut fortifications and areas where booby 13 

traps were located, it appears he was telling the truth. 1~ 

e. Operation SWITCH-I 15 

(l) On 12 October, JPRC received a spot report to the 16 

errect that a Vietnamese woman bad escaped rrom a VC prison 17 
.• 

camp at approXimately ll2300H October. She :r:-eported that 18 

this camp contained eight Americans and 22 ARVN prisoners. 19 

On 13 October, JPRC receive~ TALK QUICK request from G-2, 20 

I PFORCEV, requesting authority to launch a recovery opera- 21 

tion utilizing a Special Forces B team and elements or the 22 

lst Cavalry Division. Authority was granted and a member 23 

of the JPRC was sent to Phu Cat to monitor tbe operation. 2~ 

(2) Upon arriving at Phu Cat, JPRC representative found 25 

that information ~hich lst Cavalry Division had concerning 26 - . 
camp was considerably different than that originally 27 

received by JPRC. Deputy Division Commander. also said that 28 

JPRC-trained forces should be used for the operation rather 29 

than lst Cavalry forces. 30 

(3) JPRC is Of the opinion that information presently 31 

available is far too incomplete and contradictory to justify 32 

recovery operation. J-2 assistance in obtaining additional 33 

information was requested. Information obtained indicates 3~ 
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that prisonerA are not now at reported location, 1t indeed, l 

they ever were. It aeema bighly doubt'tul that tbia opera­

tion will materialize. 

2 

3 

t. Operation SWAP ~ 

(l) on 13 Oatober 1966, o-2 III MAP adVised that a 5 

Catholic priest near Hue bad been contacted by the VC 6 

regarding poss1bll1ty or exchanging two American priaoners 7 

held by them tor a vc Captain and a vc Lieutenant. JPRC B 

contacted AI·IE!o!B Saigon, and it was decided that it would 9 

be desirable to secure VC arricere ror the exchange tram 10 

priaoners recently captured by us rorces and not yet turned 11 

over to ARVN control. 0-2 at I PFORCEV was contacted and 12 

asked to screen prisoners rrom Operation IRVING for 13 

possible VC orficers who could be used in the"e:cbsnge. 14 

~hey indicated shortly thereatter that two sUch prosoners 15 

had been located, and 0-2 ~II MAP vsa instructed to proceed 16 

with negotiations. 17 

(2) When JPRC received details on prisoners selected by 18 

I PFORCEV, they were round not to be suitable. Arter con- 19 

sulting the AMEMB Saigon and MACV PM, it wao decided to 20 

task J-2 with providing appropriate enemy prisoners. They 2l 

cUrrently are trying to locate same. 22 

(3) The priest has been contacted and indicates he has 23 

been in contact with the VC, who have clarified their 2~ 

terms tor the exchange. The priest sayo he would like to 25 

have the negotiation~ handled b~ the ICRC wa Word of h1a 26 

participation has leaked and he reels h1s'l1te might be 27 

in danger. AMEMB Saigon was contacted and advised that 26 

ICRC participation was not possible. This word has been 

passed to the field. JPRC has advised intelligence 

29 

30 

officers in the field to try to keep the negotiations open 31 

until suitable prisoner• rcr an exchange can be located. 32 

33 

3~ 

ror 31 October. Future or this operation is very much in 35 

doubt. 36 



(. 
g. 0perat1on lin' 'l'IDE 

(~) On ~6 .September, a Vietname:se, source :reported that 
' 

be knew tbe ~ocation or throe American being beld prisoner 

on a sampan just inside the Cambodian border. i'he squad 

~eader who is in charge or the prison guard ia the source's 

brother-in-law according to the source and ie interested in 

detecting • .Source stated he was ~illing to go back to 

prison boat and bring out fUrther proor or tbe ract that 

Americans are being held there. 

(2) On 17 September, representative or JPRC met witb 

source, and gave source a letter to take to prisoners and 

a small camera with which to take prisoners' Pict~es. 

source departed for prison boat that day. ~g period 

!allowing source':s departure tram Saigon, the area in which 

the prison boat purportedly is located was heavily r~ooded 

making travel in that reg1~n extremely ditticUlt. 

(3) Aerial photography or the area described by sourc-

-was requested and has been tlown. A boat which answers 

description provided by source hao been located on photo­

graphs approximately one kilometer inside the Cambodian 

border. 

(~) On 12 October, source allege• he received camera 

containing pictures or prisoners ao well as letters rrom 

prisoners rrom his brother-in-law, the VC squad leader in 

charge or the prison guard, Source fUrther Uleges that 

as he was departing the area where these items were passed 
' to him, he was challenged by two VC who had !allowed him. 

i'hey threw a grenade 1n hio boat, which sank Uong with . - -
camera an4 letters, according to source. Source was 

wounded in leg, but managed to e~cape and ultimately was 

hospital1~ed at can ~he. 

(5) So~rce was contacted 

shortly after being discharged from the 

hospital. He provided all information at his disposal 

F-2'1 A.,. ___ ... 
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~ 
concerning prison camp, but atated he did not feel he ~hculd 

attempt contact with hi~ brother-in-law again. He ~tated, 

however, that perhaps contact could be establi~hed vith the 

VC squad leader through llh, the acurce:~, mcther-in-la". 

He stated VC squad leader vas still interested in detecting. 

(6) Another letter to the prisoners has been prepared. 

At the present time, an attempt is being msde~a place this 

letter in the bands or aource•s mother-in-law. 

h. Operation PIRST LETTER 

(l) On 26 October, JPRC was notified by CB III MAP that 

aerial photo taken on 25 October revealed an ~xtended para­

. chute with the-nearby. Comparat1 ve photography 

taken 13 October, revealed no evidence or either parachute 

or letter. Position or sighting was approximately one 

kilometer north or the DMll. 

(2) A BRIGHT LIGHT team was alerted and SAR was asked 
·' 

to perform visual recotuuussance of the area. Two SAR A-ls, 

acco~panied by one BRIGHT LIGHT team member, performed 

visual reconnaissance for.two hours. Negative sightinss 

were ma~e. and the mission terminated when one of the air-

craft received 15 hits from automatic weapons fire 1n the 

search area. 
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(3) Further errorts have been suspen~e~ pending additional 23 

1n~ications that airmen might be evading in the area. At 2~ 

present time, this is considered unlikely. 25 

1. Operation SHARK 26 

(l) At approximately lBlOH, 27 October; an P-105 went 27 

down in the A forward air controller 28 

working in the area in conjunction with a SHININO BRASS 29 

operation establi•hed voicecontact with the downed airman. 30 

(2) A radio message was sent to Dak To requesting hel1- 31 

copter Qe sent tor a recovery operation. Two UH-lB gun- 32 

ships and one armed helicopter were dispatched. 33 

(3) The pilot was,located when he fired three pen gun 3~ 

flares. Utilizing his landing "ght, tho unarmed UH-lB 35 
I 

picked the pilot up at approximately 1900 hours. 36 

flares. Utilizing his landing "ght, tho unarmed UH-lB 35 

~ 
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(~) Tbe belos returned and landed at Dak To. The 

recovered pilot was then flown to PleikU 1n an G-lE 

a.ircrart • 

(5) No contact with enemy rorces was mad~ during the 

recover,y operation. ':fue operation wu carried out in 

coordination with the SAR mission commander.in the 

Crown ail"crart.. 

~. (~covery Operations. l-9 Nov 1966• 

~ Qp~ation SWITCH-I. Purt~er errorts 

I 

have been suspended 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

pending receipt or additional 1ntormation concern1Dg possible 10 

location or us prisoners. .· 11 

b, Operation SWAP 12 

(1) On 31 October 1966, the Catbolic priest was inter- 13 

viewed. He was advised that hi• errortB were appreciated l~ 

and he would be given names or VC prisoners a a soon as they 15 . 
could be obtained. The priest stated he will continue to 16 

tr,y and do his best to obtain the release or the Americans. 17 

(2) It appears the channel ror a possible exchange 

remains open; however, it is doubtful that Province 

18 

19 

orricials nave authority to exchange prisoners. The J-2 20 

is having dirricUlty locating uuitsble VC prisonera. 

c. Operation RIP TIDE. A Vietnamese source departed 

21 

22 

Saigon in an attempt to give another letter to the mather-in- 23 

law (ML) or the VC squad leader. Source reports ML is ~rraid 2~ 

tc carry the letter to the wife or tbe VC, wbo lives 1n 25 

Cambodia. Errarts now being made to have wife travel to SVN 26 

to obtain letter and give it to her husband, the VC squad 27 

leader. It is not yet knqwn it the wife w~ll ~ee to give 28 

her husband the letter. 29 

d. Operation PIRST LETTER. Nc additional evidence has been 30 

received to indicate that airmen may be evading 1n the area. 31 

This operation was terminated. 32 

e. Operation CANASTA 572. Operation CANASTA was terminated. 33 
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f. Fourth Recovery Operation. On 8 November, an obaervat!on l 

aircrart waa downed by hostile fire in l!VII. Observer was 2 

recovered by SAR. He reported PAC vas dead. On 9 November, 3 

7th A1r Force requested an a~tempt be made to recover tbe body. ~ 

On tbat date, body was recovered by a SKININD BRASS recovery 5 

team. 6 
I 

g. Operation DOUBLE TALK. Interrogation or a rallier on 7 

l November indicated nothing or JPRC interest; however, S 

reinterrogation on 7 November indicated alleged current loca- 9 

tion or ueveral US priuoner~. Observation flight on 9 Nove~ber lO 

did not confirm the suspected area. Attempt will again be ~de ll 

on 10 November to locate tbe area. If thi& observation confirms 12 

the rallier's data, JPRC will assume planning and coordination 13 

.act ion soonest. l~ 

) Recovery Operations, 10-13 Nov 1966 1 

a. Operation SNAP ·' 
(1) On 10 November 1966, the Hue 

submitted the names or two VC 

prisoner~ aa possible candidates for the prisoner exchar.;e 

being negotiated by the Catholic prie~t. Review of back-

15 

16 

17 

lS 

2.9 

ground or these prisoners indicates they meet qualifications 21 

as laid do~n by VC who have been in contact with priest. 22 

(2) VC prisoners currently being held by lst ARVN 23 

Division who have agreed to hold them only until 17 Nove~ber. 24 

(3) JPRC advised to contact Catholic 25 

priest soonest and provide n1m names an? ~ackground of VC 26 

prisoners. 27 

(~) Deputy Senior Advisor, I Corps wae instructed to 28 

contact 1st ARVN Division and attempt to make arrangements 29 
\ 

for them to retain prisoners beyond 17 November date, if 30 

exchange negotiations continue beyond that date. 31 

b. Operation RIP TIDE. No new developments since last 32 

report. 
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c. Operation DOUBLE TALK 

(1) Rallier was reinterviewed on 12 November. A trained 

photo 1nterpreter was on band to assist in pinpointing loca­

tion or fOil camps rrom aerial photos. Al.thougb resulta not 

entirely conclusive, enough positive identification or land 

marks obtained to look promi~ing. 
I 

(2) On 1~ November, a request was made to 7th A1r ?orce 

ror both low-level aerial photograpby with a hand held 

camera an~ medium-level strip photograph~ or suspected POW 

camp area, Both of these missions have been !ragged and 

Will be tlown as soon B£ weather per&its. .· 
(3) Arrangements hav~ been made to have rallier undergo 

polygraph examination. 

d. Operation LATE NIGHT 

(l) On 10 November, JPRC notified by 1st Bde 10lst Abn 

Div that three former VC prdooners bad been recovered at 

(2) Interrogation or one ro~er detainee disclosed that 

be bad been held prisoner at a camp located two to siX 

kilometers southwest or the point Where he was taken into 

custody by US troops. He stated that the camp contained 

115 to l80 prisoners and waa guarded b~ 10 to 30 VC. Re 

volunteered to lead OS forces to the camp. 

(3) lst Bde requested permission to exploit this informa­

tion and Permission was granted verbally by ~ALK QUICK on 

10 November and by message on ll November. Additionally, 

JPRC provided information on all holding• concerning pr1•on 

camps 1n that v1ain1t~. 

(~) In view o£ large number of prisoners allegedly being 

held in this camp, it 1s thought highly unl1kel~ that 

American POWs being detained there. If evidence or US 

prisoners develops, bowever, have requested that JPRC be 

notified soonest in order that representative may be sent 

to observe operation. 
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~ ' (5) No :!'urtheJ' word :received trOll! lat Bcie 111nce 

\ 

J 

' on to exploit information granted. 

RecoverY Operations, 1~-20 Nov 19661 

a. Operation SWAP 

(1) ~his operation received a maJor setback when the 

two VC prilloners selected as candidates ror the exchange, . 
escaped from lst ARVH Division custod~ on the night or 

13 November. 

' (2) Messages were immediately dispatched to the G-?'s 

or I FFORCEV and the III MAP to be on the alert tor VC 

captives in their areas or operation who mighi be suitable 

sUbjects tor the proposed prisoner exchange. 'rhue VC . 
prisoners, when and it located and identified. are to 

remain in US costody throughout the period or negotiations. 

b. Operation RIP TIDE. No new developments since last 

report. A status report trom.the person who acts as inter­

mediary between JPRC and the VC squad leader's wife is expected 

eo on. 

c. Operation DOUBLE TALK 

(l) The rallier reporting the prison camp information 

underwent a polygraph examination on.l6 November. Pol~­

graph results show no deaeption indicated. 

(2) The aerial photography of the suspected prison camp 

area which was requested on 1~ November was not flo~ 

during the reporting period due to persistent bad weather 

in that area. ~he photo missions have been tr~gged. however. 

and will be flown at the rirst opportunity. 

d. Operation LP.TE NIGHT, 

(l) On 15 November, the lst Bde, lOlst Abn Division 

informed the JPRC that their forces had overrun a sizeable 

oeserted VC prison camp in the vicinity o~ The 

prison camp had been very hastily abandoned as evidenced by 

the fact that weapons, foodstuffs and medical supplies were 

loft behiM by the ll.eeing VC. 

• Message, COMUSMACV to CINCPAC, COMtiSNACV 23020lZ Nov 
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~ 
(2) .Utbovgb tbia pl'iaCIII camp 1a 1ocate4 :lD ta aeme l 

( seneraJ.· vic:I.JI1 t7 u tbe CWDp :repo:l'te~ b:p ~ recent3.1 

l1berated VO detainee 1 1t 1a DOC at the precise loca.tioa 

he provided aad there .U IICIIIII doubt as to whether tJl:La 

1a the camp he deacr1bed, 

(3) A 111easago~~ baa bo11e d1apatcned to CO or tbe lilt Bde, 

lO:Lat Ahn DiVision requeating that tbe:p adYiae' JFBC 1r 

tbe:p reel thia is camp deacr1becl b:p termer VC_deta1n~, or 

it tbe¥ intend to continue their ertorts tc locate tbia 

C811lP• 

e, Operation COMMANDO Ol 

(l) On 16 November, an All AIO or the'llltll ACW. ca.ll. 

sign COMMANDO Ol, went down 

'l:hree persona vere aboard the aircraft and a.ll. ented the , 

(2) SAlt errorta were initiated imlllediatel'f • and the 
,I 

2 

3 

~ 
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10 

11 

12 

13~ 
1~ 

25 

16 

pilot and co-pilot were recovered. The crew chief, who 17 

vas the rirst man to leave the disabled aircrart, waa not 18 

round. The pilot atatecl that he had definitely seen the 19 

crew ch1er with a good cbute. 20 

(3) S?RC was notified or above development~ b~ JSAltc. 21 

22 

23 

211 

25 

2.6 

2.7 

28 

29 

contacted 30 

JPRC and advised that they considered a search reasible and 31 

were pre-positioning force• tor infiltration into the area 32 

on 17 November. 33 
, 
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~ • (5) At sunset on 16 November, an Air Ameri~an Oornier 

made a loudupeaker !light over the area advising the downed 

l 

2 

airmen to bulle! a fire tor :recognition purposes as a night 3 

low7level recce woUld be flown that evening and that ~ 

indigenous recove~ forces woUld be.aearching the area 5 

beginning "the following da7. An A-26 airCraft perrormed the 6 
I 

low-level recce at l62010H with negative resUlt&. 7 

(6) On 17 November, a recovery team or ~0 personnel was 8 

1nt1ltratec! into tbe area utilizing HH-JC helicopters at 9 

the 20th ACS and search operations began. 10 
. 

( 7) On 18 November, the search rorce was augmented to a 11 

.total strength or 1~0 personnel, Search operaticlJS con- 12 

tinued throughout the remainder ot the reporting period with 13 

negative results. 14 

1· {~coverz Operations, 2l-27 Nov 1966• 

~ Operation SWAP. No new.~evelopments since laut report. 

b. Operation RIP TIDE. No change 

c, Operation DOUBLE TALK. Bad weather continue~ to hamper 

picture taking e1'1'orta. A ph"otographer is standing by and 

pictures will be taken first opportunity 

d. Operation LATE NIGHT 

{l) On 16 November, the lst Bde, lOlst Abn Division 

discovered an abandoned POW camp at There were 

two sick people lett at the site. They indicated that 

other prisoners had been evacuated west on 15 November, 

(2) This terminates Operation LATE NIGHT. 

e. Operation COMMANDO 01 

{l) Operation was t~rminated 2~1aooH_Nov~ 

(2) The main body or troops Which searched area where 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

" 

-parachute was believed to have .fallen round no 30 -!:--
31 ~ sign orllllllliDor his parachute. Village> in the area were 

abandoned. The villagers found claimed to have no knowledge 32 

or-rate. 33 ~ 
_.::J!M1 "66HuSMACV Msg, 290830Z Nov 66 
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( 
(3) It 1a telt tbat ... W1111 d.ther kU.led Ol' 

captured ld.th1n 24 hoUl'e atter bailout. 'l'lle eiU"]Jo die-

en~ p1"DIII!DOII • 

~~~area beUeved to have rauen 1a 

ettort beyond the capability at ooe mao. 
I 

(~) ~g the eight-du oeriocl. 161lDSll Nov to 

2~180DH Hov, a total or 

(5) Retugees, r~iera, prisoners and Vieitora•trDIII 

the Ban Phone area ~L be monitored 1n an at~e=pt to 

gain in!or=ation on-

8. ~~overY Operations, 28 Nov~ Dec 19661 

~-~p~tion SWAP. No change. 

b. Operation RIP 'l'lDE. No change. 

c. operation DOUBLE TALK. Poor weatber continues to 

hamper photo efforts. 

d. Operation LIGHTNING. On 3 December, 25th lnr Div 

requested aUthority to conduct a search and destroy mission 

on a VC el~ent Which may have one captured US soldier, 

Authority was granted. 

e. Operation SCRAMBLE 

(1) A Delta Team, recon unit or 5th SF Op, at two US 

five crewmembera 

was shot down. Last contact with team was 02lO~OH Dec, 

(2) Concurrence to launch a personnel recovery operation 

was received from CINCPAC, 

Bad weather prevented visual recce or recovery 

area. 

~~SMAcV Msg, 070034Z Dec 66 
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( 
A recoveZ'J' team i• on alert and ·will be launched, 

if feasible, when weather permits. 

t, Operation 'ROWBOAT 

(l) On 3 December, 

observed 

en ~ December produced 

two strobe light 5ightings were 

~ ViSual dayllght 

negative resUlts. 
: 

recce 

(2) In antiaipat1on or deploying a reoover,y team 1n a 

rescue ettort, permission vas obtained to move the team to 

Nahkon Phanom and deploy through Lima Site 36 after addi• 

tional information is learned. No contact was established 

on ~ December. 

g. Operation ALPHA OMEGA. A spot report vas received which 

initially appeared to have acme validity concern~ng location 

or a captured US soldier being detained b~ the vc. Arter a 

complete debriefing or the source on ~ December, it was 6eter­

mined he had only observed th~ American when the VC were 

paosing through the source's village. Source was unable to 
• 

fUrnish additional information concerning the prisoner's 

on. 

Recovery Operations, 5-11 Dec 1966 1 

Operation SWAP. No Change. 

b. Operation RIP TIDE, No change. 

c. Operation DOUBLE TALK. Photography was obtained 

ll December. Currently being read out. 

d, Operation LIGW!NING. 25th Inr Div launched an air­

=obile attack in the vicinity where an all~&•? US prisoner 

was being detained. There was no evidence to indicate any 

prisoners had been in the·area although limite~ contact was 

made with the ene~y. Operation has terminated. 

e. Operation SCRAMBLE 

(l) On 5 December, two indigenous Delta Team members 

were observed on the ground and picked up by helo. The¥ 

reported having last seen the two us, Vl.clnlt: 

on 2 December. Also, that on~ indigenous was KIA and 

ot~elteved captured. 

(j)l1' m::S'lACV MsP:. 1~0200~ Dec 66 
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On 9 December, a recovery team 1nt1ltrated into area l 

by helo With additional forces on 10 December. Tbey found 

the remains or five person» who were downed 1n the helo 

2 

3 

which was attempting to exfiltrate the Delta Team, 2 Dec. ~ 

The bodies had been burned, mutilated and heavily booby 5 

trapped. 6 

(3) On 10 and ll December, the recovery forces were 7 

ex1:'J.ltrated by helo, 8 

r. Operation ROWBOAT. Personnel recovery team was deployed 9 

to Nahkon Phanom on 5 December. Arter negative strobe and day- 10 

lJ.ght vJ.sual checks, operation was terminated on·6 December. ll 

Personnel recovery team returned to Xontum on a December. 12 

10. 

erminated. 13 

) Recovery Operations, 12-18 Dec 1966 1 

a. Operation SWAP. No change, 

b. Operation RIP TIDE 
·' 

l~ 

15 

16 

(l) It bae been learned that the ML was atraid to cross 17 

the border after observing the activity in that area. A 18 

19 dif1:'erent approach is now 

(2ftlllllllrne contact 

being made. 

who was injured in previous attempt 20 

to return the camera nnd letter, will be offered a large 21 

financial reward to assist in possibly securing the release 22 

or the us personnel. 23 

c. Operation DOUBLE TALK. 'rhe photography made on ll December 2~ 

was ot no value 1n pin-pointing the suspected US prisoner loca- 25 

tion. III MAP has bee~ easked to conduct ground recce to con- 26 

firm or deny the suspected us prisoner location. 27 

d. Operation SCRAMBLE. On l~ December, an ARC LIGHT strike 28 

was made on the downed helo. SUbseQuently, a Hornet Force, 29 

approximaeely 35 personnel, infiltrated into the area by helo. 30 

Two complete bodies and partial remains or an unknown number 31 

of others were recovered. All remains were exfiltrated by the 32 

Hornet Force on 1~ December. Operation terminated, 

~~Sl'lACV Msg, 2007152 Dec 66 
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l 

2~ 
3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Reaovery Opa~tion•, 19-25 Dee 1966• 9 

a. Operation SWAP. No change. 10 

b. Operation RIP TIDE. No cbange, 11 

c. Operation DOUBLE TALK. III MAP ball haked the, 3d Marine 

Division to conduct tbe ground recce to confirm or deD1 the 

suspected US prisoner location vicinity~ SVH, Pro­

Jected launch date is 26 Dec 66. Estimated duration or operation15 

l2 

13 

lli 

i$ three to five da;ya. ·' 
d. Operation COBRA TAIL 

" . (1) On 23 December, source was debriefed 1n detail 

utilizing oblique photos, Several discrepancies were 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

eliminated from into contained in initial debriefing, These 20 

were probably due to the language barrier ditticult1es. 21 

(2) On 25 December, AMEMB, Saigon concurred in a personnel 22 

recovery operation 

(3) On 25 December, source wao debriefed using vertical 

photography flown on 2~ December, This debriefing revealed 

the following significant tactoro: - . 
(a) The camp location was re-eatablished and is now 

thought to be at a ~oint 30 meters i~s1d~ Cambodian 

defenses were obtained in detail. 

(c) A VC rorce or, !rom 200-300 is located approxi­

mately three kilometers North or the camp. 

(d) Source sketched the layout or the camp and 

1t. 

CV Msg, 2707112 Dec 66 
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( 

12. 

will be returned to hi~ home on 27 December, 

which was date initially agreed upon with source. Pro­

visiona tor re-contact bave been made should this become 

necessary. 

(~) Upon receipt or proper authority, all available 

data an the prison camp will be passed to the appropriate 

Army commande~ along with the ~ecommendat1on t~at a ~aid 

on 1son camp be undertaken. 

Operations, 26 Dec 1966 l Jan 19671 

Ope~ation SWAP. Instructions have been prepared !or 

dispatch to the Catholic priest at Hue. He is being requested 

to re-contact the VC and deterMine it captured VC tram regions 

other than I C~Z would be acceptable in the prisoner exchange. 

Captured VC a! the deeired rank have not become available 1n 

I c~z. 

b, Operation RIP ~IDE. No change. 
~ 

c. Operation DOUBLE TALK. A representative tram JPRC was 

sent to Danarig an 26 December to monitor the ground ~ecce to 

be conducted by Ill MAP. Adverse weather prevented conduct at 

the operation the ent1~e week, and the JPRC representative 

returned to Saigon on 31 December. The 3d Marine Division is 

holding the recce terce in ready status and will launch the 

operation as soon as weather permits. 

d. Operation COBRA TAIL. Operation ~as conduc~ed on 

30 December with negative prisoner personnel recovered. 

Detailed final report on operation for~~ded earlier 1n 

COMUSMACV Mag 30ll50Z Dec 66 (T~Operation hs~ terminated. 

e, Operation HOT SNAP. On 28-29-30 December 1966, reports 

were received from three ~eparate source~ concerning ~1X us 

POW's being held by an NVA Sn in the lst Air Cavalry Division 

area of operations. These prisoners believed to have been 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

a 
9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

l~ 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Cav Artillery emplacement overrun on 27 December. 32 

Msg, 030920Z Jan 67 

F-37 Appendix P 

• 



c]'. On 31 December lst Cav requested 3PRC permission to conduct 

personnel recovery operation based on above information. 

Permission vas granted and a representative or JPRC was dis­

patched to monitor operation an same date. Operation con­

ducted on 2 January 1967 with negative personnel recovered. 

Details or operation not available present ti=e. 
1

Will be 

included in next week's report. 

r. Operation GREEN PATCH. On 31 December 3PRC received 

msg from 67 Recon Tech Sq, Yakota, Japan, stating that readout 

or photography rrom TROJAN noass mission flown on 25 December 

revealed possible 

pilots reported that code letter appeared to be natural 

phenomenon consisting or a ditch and stones. Photo recce has 

been ordered and w111 be carrully studied to determine whether 

letter is natural or man-01ade. • 
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the period l•l3 November l966,JIIIIIIII 

a =ember or the Special Operatiaos Division, 

Special Ass1stan~ tar Counterinaur,ency and Special ~t1v1ties, 

Joint 'Cbieta ot start, made an inspection trip to Vietnam. One 

or the purposes or the inspection was to assess the operational 

• status at the JPRC. Following the trip, in a Me~orandum to~ the . 
Record, he made the rollow1ng observations concern1nc.the status 

or the JPRC: 

a. The JPRC was operating as a maJor component ot MACSOG, 

and reporting to COMUSMAC:V through MACSOG. ~e Center was 

located 1n MACSOG Head.quarters 1n Saigon, ancl the organ1:r:a-. 
t1onal location or ;be center seemed to be both logical and 

efficient since much derived . . 
trom MACSOG resources, and the bulk ot the operational 

roroes ~hich ~ere being used to assist 1n personnel recovery 
·' were assigned to MACSOO. 

recommended action by exant MACSOG resources to COMOSMACV. 

No target had been found against which resources outside or 

MACSOG were required, It such a target developed in the 

tuture, COMUSMACV could directly assess deployed US units 

with the mission, under such command ann ~ntrcl arrangements 

as were deemed appropriate. 

c. It is 1mperat1ve 'that r~act1on time b; held to the 

absolute minimum it 5Uccesoful recovery operation• involving 

escape or evading personnel are to be conducted. When 

l'-39 Appendix F 
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J 

TOP~ 
/ . 

recovery operations are mere extensions or SAR ettorta, it 

would appear the the JPRC (COMOSMACV) should have the authority 

to conduct recove~ operations without prior approval trom the 

various Embassies. Tbe regional approach, involving timely 

coordination, ia not acceptable tor operations designed to 

recover the evadee or escapee. 1 

,• 

I 

I 

·' 

.· 
A. McClean, USA, SACSA Memorandum for the· 
Nov 1966 • 
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PAll'l' IV. .TPIIC liiS'lOlll - 1961 

'- I hRc ORGANIZATION l 

/"'"'' -. At the end or 1967, there were t'1ve officers a11d five 2 

enllsted men assigned the .TPIIC. ~e addition or two otficera and 3 

two enlisted ~n during 1967 ~eflected tbe increased data ~ 

col.l.ect1on anti operational. workload pla"ed on the ees;ter. ~e 5 
' . 
J'l'D, at that till!e, was as fol1olfs: 6 

m.!& SERVICE 

AP 
A 
Al' 

--? 
}I 

A 
A 
A 
N 

.!!.!!!!2! 
06 
0~ 
04 
o~· 
04 
EB 
E6 
ES• 

.· 

·7 

B 
!l 

10 
11 
l2 
l3 
1.1j 
l.S 
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11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 



T~ 
/~. 2, Survival School Train1nf!. Repl'e.eenl:atives ot tb& 7th 

(~'~Air orce, Directorate or Operations Serv1cee (DOOS) coordinated 

with the JE'RC, 1l'l 1967, en a etu~ tben bUDS conducted to 

update training material on ElE procedures at VSAF .eurvival achools, 

As a result ot this coord1nat1on, the Jl'RC provided 

DOOS, with material on JPRC doctr1l'le and techn'1que.11 to be used to 

I 

MACV 1967 Co!mnand History. 
r•ay 1961. 

G, COMUSMACV 1967 Col!llnand History. 
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-( 
Aircrew Brienne, Aa a cantinu1ng policy in 1967, 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

representatives presented 26 brietinp on the JPRC lllissicn, 6 

organization and personnel recovel'i capabilities to Mr~rews and 7 

• E&E personnel attached to the 7th Ur Perce, 7th l'leet, and~ II 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lS 

19 

2"o 

21 

Acting on a proposal submitted ty the JPRC, CINCPAC in 22 

reco~ended that the Joint Chiefs or Starr approve a 23 

Re>tard Honey Program for the recovery and return of misdng US 24 

personnel in Laos ana NVN. It was envisioned that the Reward 25 

Money Program >tould supplement the current Blood Cb1t Program then 26 

in effect in SEASIA. (The Blood Chit is a small'cloth chart 27 . 
depicting an American flag and a ~tatement printed 1n several· 28 

~ 

lan;uages to the errect that an::rone aasistl.ng the bearer to "Safet;o 29 

will be rewarded.) 30 

Appendix . 



~. 
2, (~ssentially, the Reward Program ottered immediate 

(- 'mone~ rewards to any person in I.li03 or HVN who, 1n any way, 

helped US airmen or other miaaing personnel, 'l'llis help would 

l 

2 

3 

.J 

' 
range tram actuallY returning US airmen to triendly central, to ~ 

providing information or other eVidence which woUld reveal the 5 

atatus or dispo&"ition or OS missing persona. The amount ot 6 
' I 
money to be offered would be de~ermined by the JPRC atter . 7 

reviewing the facta concerning each recovery but would be limited 8 

to a ma::d.lllum of $2 1 000 to be paid to Laotians and e. maximum at 9 

$5,000 to be paid to Vietnamese, Proposed re11ard scales for Laos/ 10 

HVN were: ll 

JJ., $2 ,DOD/5 ,DOD for returning a US missing person .to friendly 12 

control, 13 

b, $250/$500 for proViding information leading to the recovery l~ 

ot missing Us personnel by friendly forces. 

c. $200/$~00 tor ~eturn1ng a deceased US missing person to 

friendly control • . -
d. $160/$250 tor providing information which would lead to 

the recovery or a deceased us'missing person. 

e. $100/150 ror providing information, or returning 

equipment, which revealed the disposition or status of missing 

US per/el. 

3.~ As envisioned by CINCPAC, the program '!ould be widely 

publicized by the use or leaflets and radio broadcasts from the 

15 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

Voice of Preedom and the Voice or America. The psychological 25 

objectives or this program were to induce the_inhabitants in various 26 

areas of Laos anct INN to support the program by helping clowned airmen 27 . 
and missing persons to returr> to friendly con.trol,.. and to furnish 28 

information and to return equipment or other evidence revealing 29 

the status of US missing persons and which led to their recovery 30 

by friendly forces.• 

/ 
~ CIHCPAC Msg, 252330Z Apr 1967. 
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·~ 
~ Joint Ch1e1'a of Starr, upon lll'Jil'OVi.ng the program 

~ in June 1967; rurther approved a recommendation that it 

include c~ aa well aa Laoa and NV!I, 1 

5~ .MACV-PD and ;!USPAA developed lea!'leta to disseminate 

in1'ol'lllation on the reward program, and in July and August 

36 million or these lea!'lets were dropped &0111 ail'wart 1n NVN 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

and 3•5 milUon were dropped in Laoa. In October, an additional 7 

• two million revised leaflets we1'6 dropped in NV!I. •• In • a 
December, the Royal Laotian Government denied the Untied States 9 

permission to use a Laotian language reward leaflet. The reason 10 

given tor the Oenial was that such a leaflet would acknowledge ll 

US presence in Laos which m1ght be exploited by the opp~s1tion and 12 . 
produce "psychological shock" among Lao troops who would compare 13 

rewards for ~erican~ with errorts expended for their own recove~.··~~ 

At the end or 1967, two other leaflet programs were under develop-

ment; one tor the Vietnameae-Cambodian border, and one tor selected 
·' 

areas in SV!I. Tab 3 is an English Version or lea!'let prepared 

fer SVN, •' 

~al'ds were paid to the tollowing 1nd1v1duals in 

1967 in accordance with the provisions of the Reward Progr~: 

a. Two Montagnard Villagers near Ple~ ror assisting 

I in returning to US control 

l5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 ~ 

' . OH-23 helicopter on 8 Septe!Iiber, 23 

b, A Chieu Hoi. 2~ 

25 

26~ 
27 

c, A rewara was paid ~o four Vietnamese !1sher~en who 28 

recovered and returned to US control the body ot a member or 29 

the l99th Light Infantry Brigade who had drowned during a combat 30 

operation. 31 

.~ Ps~, 021552Z Jun 1967. 
~~eoendi~ V to Anne~ r., 1967 COMUSMACV 
'/"' wMUS/IACV Msg, l21300Z Dec 1967. 
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( 

d, In Decel!lber, Monta@;!tards near Ple1ku weN rewarded ror 

returning the body or a ~tb Inrantr,y Division soldier wbo 

bad been Killed in action.• 

~LTON RECOVERY SYSTEM 

~n February 1967, tho JPRC conducted e~ercises employing 

the Fulton Recovery System (SKYHOOK) in order to dete~ne ir this 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

s 
6 

retrieval system 110Uld give the Center a capabilitY or recovering 7 

.personnel in denied areas in which recoveries had not previously 8 

9 

by the demonstrated capabilities or the 10 

the Center initiated s briefing program on the use or ll 

the SKYHOOK to aircrew:s in SEASII., At the same time, Fulton 12 

Recovery Kits were prepositioned tor subsequent del1ver,y by high 13 

performance aircraft to downed aircrews.•• l~ 

3~ an atte~t to reco~er two ~rewmen who were sb~t l5 

down 30 miles southwest ot Hanoi, NVN, s Fulton Recover,y Kit 16 
·' 

was dropped to these pilots on 21 May 1967 during :recover,y opera- 17 

- tion GAMBLER. Although the kit landed with 100 ;,arde or ··, 

,ne of the pilots, it was recovered b;, North Vietnamese, and 

the Fulton Recovery operat~on was aborted. 0 a consequence or Operation GAMBLER and cl:her 

operations, the following appraisal was made of the SXYHOOX 

recovery concept: 

"The Fulton Recovery System has proven to be of doubtful 
use in the recover;, of aircrews downed in hostile environ­
menta, If SAR forces are unable to recover downed ai~en 
due to the pre~ence or hostile troops, auto~t1c weapons, 
antiaircraft artillery, etc., 1t is extremely unlikely that 
the use or the Fulton System will succeed where they have 
failed. The drop or a Fulton kit to a downed aircrew me;, 
give away their position, and the amount or time reqUired 
to retrieve and activate the kit gives hostile forces ample 
time to locate and capture· the a1rc-rew, or··prepare an 
ambush for the aircraft makin~ the pick-up." • • • 

ppend~x V to Annex G, l967 
~~ACV Msg, l~l026Z liar 1967. 
·~~~ nppendix V to Annex G, 1967 
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l 

2 

3 

b7 the JPHC alld the 7tll Air Porce 1.11 Auguat 1967. !'be Agreement II 

aet rarth procedure11 to ba followed and tukz to be aacQ~~~p:uzbed 5 

relat1 ve to the post-SAil recOVer)' procedures tar d.nllen 6 

d~~ed.in~,l I 

~l Procedures and tula! that were aet forth 1.11 tb,_e 

Ag:t-eo=ent Ill"' lllll!lllla%'1:ea belCill: 

7 

8 

·g 

a, Pl"oeedures 10 

(J.) In normal ci:rcumstmu:es, SAR missiona .in. Laoa U 

are accompllshed by the air rescue resources or the 7th l2 . 
and 13th Air Porcee hued in 'l'hailand and deployed 1n 13 

forwa.rcl areas of Laos. l~ 

(2) Occas1onally, wen apec:ial c1rcum:stancea va.rrant, l5 

rescue is effected under 16 

with air support assets either !'rom 'lllailand 17 

or rrom Luos. 18 

( 3. l tt ia onl-, "h•m the at. on reaaurce11 a:re llllllhl~ to 1.9 

accomplish a rescue that the JPRC 18 brought into aot1on. 20 

21 
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TOP Cl!E'l' 

-~ ~ER TIO!!~ 1967 

( · l. S) Hecove.r;y operations engaged in !'Y the JPRC durinS 1967 

were predominantly the prisoner or war (POW) type Within SVfl, or 

the 19 or tbie type in 1967, 12 POW recov~ operatione did not 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

progress beyond the planning stages due to 1nautt1cient intelligence 5 

or infollll!at:l.o!'l on PO'II camps tnat proved to be ralae upon detl'ilt:d 6 

ana~lysis. . 
1 

7 
2. In the 1967 Command Histor)', COMUSMACV outlined tbe 8 

pro lem areas involved in POW recovery operat1ona as tollowe: 9 

"a. To date, the greatest problem has been in obtain1ns 10 
sufficient accurate data with which to plan and initiate 
PW recovery operations. Tbis problem ia a result or the 
following ractors: 

"(l) VC security or PW camps is excell~nt; they.-are 
usually located 1n inaccessible areas wbich are under 
VC control. 

"(2) u.s. PWs are segregated from other PWs and are 
usually kept in small groups or no more than tive men. 

"(3) U.s. PWs are rreque~tl' moved, apparent11 as a 
matter or routine. 

"(~) Indications are tnat a number of u.s. PWs have 
been taken to Cambodia where information collections 
is difficult. 

"b. In an attempt to solve these problems, JPRC has taken 
the following steps: 

"(l) Contact has been made with the Provincial Recon­
na~ssance Un:l.t (PRU), Saigon. The PRU employ small 
indigenouo reconnaissance teams under u.s. leadersbip 
tnat have the capability to operate in VC controlled 
areas, not normall)' accessible to u.s. personnel or 
indigenous sources employed by the u.s. intelligence 
commun1t~. At the end or 1967 the PRU were involved 
in two potential recovery operations. 

ln addition, newly 
now receive a JPRC 

at an orientation course sponsorea by the 
Group. 11 
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~llowing is a chronology or recover, operations 

'conducted and other related activities during 1967, !he ~nrorma­

tion is taken cl1rectly tram the weeklY MACV BHIG!l'l' LIGB'l' reports 

which we~e prepared by the JFRC. In certain instances, 

operations which were initiated 1n 1966 qre contin~ed 1n this 

chronology, 
I 

a. Operations, 2-8 Jan 67• 

(1) ~perat1on SW~P. No change, 

(2) ~~~~~.:.:!:.!~ 

(II) On 6 Jan, wife of tbe Vietnameae 

who was injured while previously att!mpt1ng to confirm 

the US PWs presence traveled to Saigon. She advised 

thatllllnthe guard an the prison boat, had, stolen 

several weapons and when this was discovered, be ~led 

to another area in Cambodia. IIIJhas kept in contact 

w:l.th the camp a1tuat1on·'tbraugh cutout .. and has learned 

his eu;cessor,JIIIII~who is a good triend, woUld like to 

rally to SVN, 11111Jis willing, within reason, to aid in 

resuc1ng the US perso~el. ~believes-will 
cooperate. 

(b) ~he previous letter ha• b~en rendered unusable 

by continuous handling. A new letter was given toJIIII 

who w:l.ll give the letter to her husband who will 

to .. She departed Saigon on 7 Jan. 

(3) Operation DOUBLE TALK. No change. Weather con­

tinues to hold up ground recce or auspe2t~d pW camp. 

(ij) Operation GREEN PATCH. Low level recce wa~ floKn 

and pilots reported th;,t what appeared .as a.code letter 1n 

aerial photos looked like a natural formation consisting 

of a ditch and rocks. Additional photography has been 

requested, but has not been flown due to adverse weather 

condi t 1ons. 

~~OMUSMACV Msg, l36/ll02ij7Z Jan 67 
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(5) Opera~ion HOT SNAP. On 2 Jap, lst Air Cav Div 

launched a prisoner recovery operation Vi<cil~l;y 

Light 'VC contact wa~ made, but no evidence was round which 

would suggest the presence or US PWs either then or 1n the 

recen; past. Revised r!gure or US personael captured on 

27 Dec ia one. ~be other five persone previouely reported 
• 

missing have been accounted Cor. A JPRC representatiye 

was on hand to monitor the entire operation which has 

terminatecl. 

b. Recovery Operations, 9-15 Jan 19671 

(l) Operation SWAP. No change, .. 
(2) Operation RIP ~IDE. No change. , 

(3) Operation DOUBLE TALK. At l31025H Jan 67, patrol 3A1 

was inaertecl 1n vicinity of coord1nateaiiiiiiiiiiDand estab­

lished a radio relay station. At l3l700H patrol 3P was 

inserted in vicinity ct ccordinatea~and mov~cl to 

.vicinitY -where they established s night position. 

At l~0930H, patrol 3F commenced moving east from night 

position and established an operation vicinity 

At 1~1220H, patrol 3P sighted tour prisoners with full paeks 

and one guard moving south. T~ey returned heading north at 

lql250H with empty packs. No Americans have been sighted. 

Surveillance and reconnaissance will continue. 

(~) Operation GREEN PATCH. Adverse weather ccnd1~1ona 

continue to hamper photo mission. Photos will be taken 

as soon as weather improves. 

c. Recovery Operations, 16~22 Jan 1967•• 

(l) Operation SWAP, • No change. 

(2) Operation RIP ~ICE. Uc chang~. 

( 3) Marine patrol 3F was led to 

source, on 16 Jan. The camp 

Di1USMACV Msg, 23B/l707~0Z Jan 67 
CO!~USMI\CV Msg, 335/2407201. Jan 67 
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ot trail and two on east as previously deseribed by Lap. 

The huts were partiall~ destro~ed and the cap had aot been 

used tor at least one month. ~po~tively identified 

the camp, 1'be patrol became engaged 1n !1retight wh1l6 

trying to take pictures at the camp and were torced to 

leave the area. Patrol waa extracted 

heavy canopy ot v1rg1n forest 

l61515ll Jan 67. llelos and men under aJ>ar••aJ.c 

tire during extraction. Patrol killed two VC during the 

operation and captured one r1tle. The patrol sutfered 

no casualties. Communts ot team 

in excellent manner. He bas been paid a total ot,·Vli 

$15,000 and bas been returned to a C!l1eu Hoi Center. 

Th1s operation is terminated. 

(5) Operation MONGRAL AIR. On 20 Jan, JPRC received 

notification tram 13th Reece Tech that 

has been readout on photograph~ flown 19 

Immediate vioual recce was 

Jan. Reece pilots report letter 

seems to be formed or foliage which is either growing or 

very recently cut. Pilots also report letter appears to 

be man-maoe. A survival kit containing rood, water, a 

radio and flares was prepared by 7th AF and flown to Udorn 

on 20 Jan. On 21 Jan,,JPRC notified t~t J~G had reported 

that letter was there when their forces were pushed out or 

the area, some time ago. Additionally, debrief or pilots 

who flew Visual recoe revealed that letter constructed or 

growin~ etephant grass. Operation terminated on receipt 

or this information and interested agencies notified. 
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~ 
d. Recovery Operations. 23-29 Jan 19671 

{l) Operation SWAP. No change. 

{2) Operation RIP TIDg. No change. 

(3) Operation CANOPY SHADER. aighteci 

t.rom a phOto readout by the ~32 RTS, Udorn, 25 Jan, vic -NVN. 7th AP SOQ was tasked 26 Jan for visual 
I 

reGce and additional photo recce or dghtings. A SI!IIIIIlG 

BRASS team was alerted 26 Jan for po~&1ble inf'iltratiDll !n..:o 

area of sighting. Necessary coordination made K1th AMEKa, 

Saigon, Vientiane, Bangkok to preposition team at Nahkon 

Phanom and stage through LIMA SITE 36. Negative results 

from photo and Visual recce. Minion wao refl'aged 28 Jan 

and readout of photos indicated obJect sighted was natural 

gro~th. Operation terminated 26 Jan. 

code lette:· FL, Udorn, ~h~i, alerted. JLa indicated tne• 

had assets in close proximity of sighting that could be use~ 

it photo/visual recGe positive. Photo recce flown on 28 Jan 

produced negative results. Aircrews flying Neil aircraft 

made viaual recce into target area on 28 Jan. They received 

ground fire and reported no sighting ot code letter. Code 

letter apparently removed and enemy in area. Speculate tr.at 

evadees capturad. Operation terminated 29 Jan 67. 

e. Recovery Operations, 30 Jan-5 Peb 1967• 1 

(l) Operation SWAP. This operation tem~ins at a stand­

still due to lack of suitable VC prisoners for poseible 

exchange. The Senior Advisor to the 1~ ARVN lnfantr~ 

Division is of the opinion that this unit is perhaps not 

cooperating tully in the attempt to secure the VC prisone~s. 

He reasons that this atti~ude may stem !~om the fact that 

certain lat ARVN Division Officers ~ay be resentful of the 

COil\lSI<AC\1 l!sg, ~76/310731Z Jan 67 
COMUSFIACV Nsg, 587/0710392 Feb 67 
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~ 
fact tbat their counsel and aid were nat solicited at the 

,--
( outset or this operation and tbat 1 1n tact, all planning 

was taking place without their knowledge. Be is of the 

further opinion, llowever, tbat <Us closure of SUfficient 

information to secure ABVN support would very probably 

result 1n a compromise or the catholic priest acting as 
I 

the go-between 1n these negotiations and place his life 

.1n Jeopsrdy. In l:1ght or this, the Sen.1or AdV:sor • 

recommends that disclosure or information concern1n- the 

operation b~ withheld !rom lst ARVN Division otricials 

until such time aa suitable VC prisoners beco~e available. 

JPRC conc~s 1n this recommendation. In view or tile 

virtual impasse outlined above and the length of time which 
-has elapsed since thia operation began, JPRC sees little 

chance tor success or this ~peration. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE. -'No word has been received trom 

Ngia, the original source or the information concerning 
·' 

this POW camp, or his wire, who departed Saigon on 7 Jan 

with the letter to the US POWs. There is no further progress 

to report on thio operation. 

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. Two separate intelligence reports 

dated 7 Jan 67 and 19 Jan 67 indicated the presence of a POW 

camp in the vicinity 

POWa are allegedly 

Either two or three US 

Aerial photog-

raphy was tlown on 29 Jan, but was not usefUl due to cloud 

cover ot target area. The ~ssion was ~eflown on 2 Feb. 

Photo interpreter readout of this photography reveals a 

strong possibility of the fact that a camp Q£ some sort had 

indeed existed at this locale, but that it has recently been 

abandoned. On 5 Feb, an intelligence report dated 2 Feb was 

received which indicated that the camp at~had been 

moved tolllllllllliUoo 28 Jan. Aerial photography of this new 

location is on order. lf the photography reveals a possible 

prison camp at the reported location, one of two course• of 
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~ action Will be taken: (a) If the pbotQgrap~ readout reveal.s 

a strong probability tbat a camp exi~ts at thia location, a 

recollllllen4ation to launch an operation will be aUbmUted; 

(b) if the photography ia inconclusive, an attempt will be 

made to inriltrate an agent into the area to obtain more 

definite information. 

Cambodian border. 

Both sitea mentioned are ver~ near tne 
I 

t. Recovery Operation~. 6-12 ~eb 1967• 

(l) Operation SWAP No change. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE. IIIIIIIDthe original. source is 

having trouble with hie leg and re~ueated pe~aaion to turn 

the letter over to a friend. 

delivery to the cs POWs. Pe 

for an.attempted 

poanted. 

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. Additional aerial photography 

has been requested. Photograph1 mentioned in laat report 

was !lawn and readout reve~a very promis1ng area at eztreme 

edge or strip covered which is several hundred meters west 

or location provided by source. Location or Whet appears to 

be POW Cl!.lllp 

into RVN from 

This is approximately 150 meters 

(4) Operation TOMAHAWK 

(a) An 0-1 was downed 0612DOH Peb vicini 

- Covering aircra.rt bad good voice contact with 

downed airman; however, Voice con~act wao termin~ted 

when airman advised be bad to evade hos~iles. Later 

voice contact was reestablished and SAR bela effected 

pick-up or downed airman and was immediately taken under 

1ntenoe ground fire, It exp~oded a~ cr~shed into karst 

One PJ was thrown clear by the 

deploy nia chute. A second JO~~y 

OREEN picked up the PJ. There was no evidence of other 

survivors. 

~MUSI1AC'I ~1sg 1 687/1~11007. 'Peb 67 
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1 

2 

3 

• 
5 

!lecawse ot t:bia p1WI 6 
I 

extl't!llelJr zsmall llkel1Jlood ot craab alll'V;i vor11 requ!at 7 

tor aearcb w1t:bdl'atm. Operation waa term1Jiate4o 8 

(5) Operation CANNONBALL 9 

10 

11 

l2 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

Concurrently 7/13 waa prepared to drop one ot tbe pre­ 17 ,. 
positioned JPRC survival Dundlea. 18 

(c) Visual recce a~ 200 teet reveals letter waa 19 

rormed Dy flare chute canopies and there was no eVidence 20 

to indicate the the chute had been prepoa1t1onea b~ an 

evadee. ~he area did not appear to be occupied and no 

emersenc~ aignala were observed. Operation was terminated,23 

21 

22 

g. Recovery Operation&, 13-19 Feb 19671 

(1) Operation SWAP. No change. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE • .-:J the ~ri~inal source, 

returned to l35th MI Grp, Can Tho, on 17 Feb, He bad with 

him an untranalated 1et.ter and ~ map at'_ the _suspected. POll 

compound, These documents were dispatched to JPRC arrivin~ 

18 Feb. Documents ~iven to OP-3~ tor translation, 

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. On 1~ Feb, Chief, JPRC, briefed 

MAC coc on operation and requested authority to contract 

!IFFORCEV t'or planning purposes. JPRC representatives 
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( 
briefed G-3, IIPFORCEV on 15 Peb and were directed to contact 1 

25th lnfantr: Division. Approx~atel1 l7DD, 15 Feb intelli­

gence waa received b~ JPRC which indicated the POW camp was 

not 1n the area it vas originallY thought to be, but in 

2 

3 

~ 

Cambad1.a. Aerial pl:latagraptcy nown an 1.5 Feb ver1r1.ed a lack 5 

of populace and livable buts 1n area of interest but did 6 

indicate people that farm area live in a villige Just across 7 

the Cambodian border. Further information revealed that a 8 

friendly operation was scheduled to take pl.ace in the area on 9 

19 and 20 Feb. P.FVII and 25th Infantry D1v1a1'on were noti- 10 

tied that tne aperat1.an vaa temporarily suspended. Operat1.an 11 

will be suspended until turther intelligence repo~te pinpoint 

the location of the POWs. 

12 

13 

(~) Oeeratian ANGLER. On 9 Feb, JPRC received a Spot 

Report an the location of a VC POW camp ln Vicinity or 

Two US prieone;s are ~llegedly being held 1n the 

"'"rl.a.l. pnotograpb:;- of the target e. <!a va& reeeived on 

' 10 Feb, and passed to the l~9th MI Group, the originators of 

14 

1.5 

16 . 
17 

18 

th& Spot Report, for attempted annotation by the source of 

information. The 149th MI Group Special Agent returned to 

Sa1gc? on 19 'F&b with detained annot?tlon of the a rial 

photography. Th~ source claims to have seen the US FOWs as 

recently as 5 'Feb, and enjoys a rel1a'c1l1ty rating or c. The 23 

19 

20 

21 

22 

information obtained has been rated 2. It should be. noted 2~ 

that these are field ratings, not attic1al J-2 ratings. 25 

(5) Operation WIGWAM. Sighting or approximately 200 2o 

'--

US/ARVN prisoners was made in the vicinity 

12 Feb, This sighting.was unusual in that 

27 ~ 
28 

sources were involved. Coordination was made with MAC COC 29 

an 18 Feb and a TWX dispatched to UI MP.F requesting that a 30 

recan team be placed in the area to pinpoint tbe location of 31 

the suspected POW camp. III MAP was requested to take medium 32 

level photography or the area to identify if pa•sible the 33 

suspected POW camp as well as LZs and other pertinent data 3~ 

necessary to mount a POW raid operation. 35 

'l"O'P~ 
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Jlo Dale vu uaigned. tbis operation lUI JPl!C OJil7 

alerted torcea. At l!llprozimatel¥ 1SS5l!, 16 .Peb, JlWIC 

called JPRC to inform tbem an F-lOD, call sign "DDlst:r 71• 

JSARC indicated rescue 

et'torta bad been .1n progre11s tor same t:IJH, tbat one BB-3 

pilot 11114 been k1ll.ed IUid anotber wounded. Altbougb 
' I rescue ertorta vera beiag continued JSARC requested JPRC 

alert torcea 1a tbe event a ground ettort becs=e neceaeary 

alerted and prelim1!l"l'Y arrange~aeat11 made to launpb a BDl'INE'l' 

Force into the area as earl:r &a pcss1ble on l7 Feb, At 

approxilllate:ly 1730!1, JSARC notitied JPRC that the downed 

pilot had been recovered. ,A rev minutes later, JPRC 

light 17 Feb. JPRC prepared a ~aessagellllllllcongratUlating 
them on the dispatch With Which they had rellpOnded to the 

situation and also on the timely notification tc JPRC. 

Operation terminated. 

h. Recovery Operations, 20-26 Feb 1967' 

(l) Operation S~AP. He change. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE. The letter and map have been 

translated and provided no additional information to ccnrirm 

:~::~:-~:::::t 
1

:s J:::n:

0

::::s:::··to T:::e w:r:o:::n-

tation w~wa~ fo~erly the he~d g~ard en the prison 

&ampan. The letter referred to aoove also 1nd1cates that 

the present head guard is giving serious thought to 

rall~ing. lr this occurs, every effort will be made to 

arrange a confrontation with him. 

~MUSf~ACQ Hsg, 680/2ll050Z Feb 67 
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(3) Operation SYCAMO!IE. Large acaJ.e ~en417 aperat1o= 

1n area precluded aclcl1tional progreii:J • Upon OO!IIpletion or 

tr1encll1 Dpt!Z'at1an an asn:sBIIIeJit or the area nU be JDBcle 

BDtl tut'Ul'e action will be determined at that time. 

(~) 0pH"at1on WIGWAM. Pour separate reports or pri11oner 

aightiDgs have emanated rrom Vicinity Sovce.s 

were re1nterV1ewed and the 1n1'ormat1on cl1d not appear as 

valid aa 1nitiall:t assumed; hcntever, XII MAP bad aerial 

photograph:.' flown in suspect area. It was inconclusive, 

due to the dense Jungle canap:.o. III MAF will infiltrate a 

ground recce team 1n area to confirm or decy the alleged camp 

location. •• 

(5) Operation ANDLER. Arter reviewing aer~l photography 

ot the suspected camp area aa annotated by the source, a 

JPRC representative went to III MAF. Source waa palygraphed 

and no deception was noted~ Additiona law level photography 

was rlown and readout or the area failed to disclose an:.o or .. 
the ite~s previously annotated by the source an initial 

photographY. ~a area ia beavily forested; however, it 

did raise &~e doubt aa to whether it was in tact the target 

area. Source will return to the are-a carrying a concealed 

radio beacon. If the prisoners are still 1n the area, the 

beacon will be lett at s predetermined distance end direction 

from the camp. Electronic recce will be flown arte~ source 

haa hac tim~ to put the beaoon in place. 

(6) Operation BLUE ROPE. On 23 Feb JPRC received notifi-

cation fro~ 7/13 AP that the observed at 

Visual ~d photo recce was flown and visual 

produced negative results. Photos revealed what appeared 

formed by logs which had rallen recently due to fires in the 

area. Additional recce at location or in1t1al s1ght1ng has 

failed to conrirm the letter in the area., Operation terminated. 

T~ 
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(7) On 23 Feb. 

(~ llllllllllrormer VC pri3oner3 returned to friendly control. 

JPRC representative 1nterv1ew the= ASAP; however. they were 

una~le to fUrnish data concerning actual location or other 

p~aanera. The~ were. however. knowledgeable on the con­

dition of several other US pri3anera they bad encountered 

dur1ng captivity. 

i. Recovery Operations, ~7 Peb-5 Har 1967• 

(1) Operation SWAP. No change. 

J 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE, .-:Jthe orig1nal. source, was 

1nterv1ewed on 27 Feb and the rollowing was learned: 

(a) The letter to the us PWs has been turned over to 

Taan wba is a eamp guard. .... does .nat have a.aaeas to 

PW ana aoubta if he can get the letter to the PWa. 

(b)11f]1s hiding out 1n the vicinity or Phnon ~enh. 
His wire knows his loca~ion and will attempt to contact 

him so he may be brought to Saigon ror a detailed 
' 

debrief, 

(3) Operation SYCAMORE.' No change. 

(~) Operation WIGWAM. Two recon patrols have been in 

the area With negative results. CG III MAP plans to continue 

the &earch. 

(5) QEerat1on ANGLER. No cllange 

( 6) 

tba t an 0-1 was down 

.rJ Aircraft were 

unable to reach the pilot due to weatber. JPRC requested 

III MAP to effect a ground rescue. A SRIGH~ LIGHT Recovery 

Team waa also alerted as an alternate force. On 2 Mar 67, 

the weather cleared and the pilot was picked up by SAR 

a1rcrart. 

j. Recovery Operations, 6-12 Mar 1967•• 

(1) Operation SWAP. No change. 

Mag, 963/0702172 I" • 67 
Msg, 1061/1~1026Z Mar 67 
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~ 
(2) Operation RIP TIDE. 

original head guard of the 

Attemp~ to contact. the 

prison sampan, and u-range tor 

him to come to Saigon tor detailed debriefing are nt111 

1n progress. 

(3) Operation SYCAMORE 

(a) on 5 Mar 67, a returnee, vas 

interrogated by Special Forces Unit B•32 in the Vicinity 

ot 'l!ay N1llb. During the initial .1nterrogat1o~:~ the source 

claimed to have been assigned to the security terce ot 

the camp which 1a the obJective or this operation. He 

cont~ed previous reports or 25 ARVN prisoners and the 

general location or the camp. . . 
(b) ~he source was brought to Saigon on 9 Mar for 

more comprehensive interrogation. During this interro­

gation, the souroe stated that the only US PWs he bad 

ever seen were a group ot lO US PWs being moved into 

Cambodia tor eventual return to US control • . • 
(c) Because the into~ation concerning US PWs con­

rlicta sharply with previoua information, both the 

interrogator and the JPRC representative were of the 

opinion that the source might very possibly be telling 

less than all he knows. In an ettort to refute or 

confirm this opinion, the source was polygraphed on 

12 Mar. Results or the polygraph indicate no attempted 

deception on the part ot the source. 

(d) Preparation are underway to insert indigenous . . 
agent resources or the 5th Special Forces Oroup to re-

check the suspected.area. 

(~) Operation WIGWAM 

(a) A new intelligence report, received lO Mar, 

indicated that a debrief or two Vietnamese nationals 

released by the VC in December 1966 tied in very closely 

with the original intelligence which gave rise to this 

operation. The new report places the PW camp approximately 
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~ one kilometer south or the original location, but agrees 1 

with the original report in other particulars. 'l'bl:s most 2 

recent report contains a detailed aketeh or the camp 3 

complez as well as the route followed by the .sources as ~ 

they lert the oamp. The aourcee have agreed to lead 5 
friendlY raroes to the camp area. 6 

(b) A call wao placecl to G-2, III MAl', -bn ll Mar and 7 

attention waa invited to this latest intelligenee report. 8 

0-2, III MAF indicated that the report would be evaluated 9 

for possible action. 10 

(5) Operation ANGLER. A homer beacon haa•been procured 11 

and Will be concealed in a walld.ng stick to be carried into 12 

the , camp area by the original aource of the information an 13 

the oamp. The beacon haa a battery life or eight day' and lA 

will not be activated until source has reconfirmed the 15 

presence or the US PWs in ~.he camp, 16 

(6) Qperation CHINOOK 17 

(a) On 10 Mar, a message was received rrom G-2, US 18 

Army RyUkyus. The message stated that the debrief or 19 

narrowed the location or the 20 

prison camp trom which they were :eleased to five possible 21 

locations. All locations lie within a six square 22 

k1lo~eter area. The mesasge also stated that a detailed 23 

overlay and summary would be forwarded as soon as. possible. 2~ 

(b) JPRC haa orUered aerial photography ot the 25 

suspected camp site area and hopes to have this on har.d 26 

for immediate collation when the overlay and summary 27 

arrive, 28 

k. Recover: Operations, l3-l9 Mar 1967 1 29 

(l) Operation SWAP. No change. ln light or lack or 30 
progress on this operation over a protracted period or time, 31 

it is being placed in the inactive files and will not be 32 
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mentioned in tuture reports unles~ signiticant developments 

warrant its lnclusion. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE 

(a) ~he original source or information an this P~ 

camp,~ returned 

Sector lntel anal~st. 

paid reoentl~. 

to Chau Doc and reported tbrougb the 

I 

(b) This was the r1rst indication received b~ JPRC 

thatiiiiiiJwas receiving pay tor supplying intormation. 

A check with the VN Army ofticer who had been acting as 

go-between with1llllllindicated that he baa indeed been 

receiving pay, and 1n rather amiable amounts. ;This places 

the validity of his information in an entirely different 

light. 

(c) The VN Army officer and the l35th MI Group were 

both contacted and mutu~l agreement was reached that con­

trol oflllllllwould be passed to the l35th MI Qp, ~he 
first ;rder of business now will be to attempt to persuade 

lllllllto submit to a polygraph examination. 

(3) Operation SYCAMORE 

(a) Arrangem~nts were made wi:h Det S-57, 5th Special 

Forces Oroup, to infiltrate two or their indigenous agent 

assets into the area in an attempt to relocate the POW 

camp. 

(b) All indications are that the camp has been moved 

into Cambodia due to cloee proximity or US military opera­

tions to the originally suspected camp site. 

(~) Operation WIOWAM 
• 

\a) On lB Mar, JPRC received a report from G-2 111 

MAP. The report indicated that two recon teams, one tram 

5th Special Forces Group and one from III MAF, had com­

pleted a thorough search of all ~arget areas. Though 

there were many well-uoed trails in the area, no evidence 

or a POW camp was discovered. 
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~ (b) ~be teams have successfully exfiltratad, and 

this operation iG terminated. 

(5) Operation ANGLER 

(a) The bo=~ beaccc device wae conQealed within a 

section or bamboo or the sort whicn a Montagnard might 

logically carry. It was turned over to the case 

officer an 17 March. J 

-
(b) The case officer estimates that it Hill,take 

two days to get the device to the source and an additional 

eight days for the source to walk into t~e POW camp area. 

An additional two days will be allowed to.'&lapse before 

electronic reconnaissance Will begin', .-
(6) Operation CHINOOK 

·(a) Aerial photography at the su:specteC! Camp site 

areas has been received, PreliminarY readout is incon­

clusive. 
·' 

(b) Combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam (CICV) is 

in the'pracess or ~reparing a complete study or the target 

area to include enemy OB. 

(c) Tne overlay and summary or 

bebr1eting are expected momentarily. 

1. Recovery Operations, 20-26 Mar 1967' 

(l) Operation RIP TIDE 

(a)lllllllthe original source of the PW information, 

has been turned over to the l35th MI Group. He is 

currently being interviewed in detail and is scheduled 

to be polygraphed on 3 Apr. 

(b) Unconfirmed data learned by JPRC representative 

vhile at Can Tho indicates 8ome discrpeance 

cr1g1nal injury. lt is anticipated that the 
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·~ 
(2) Operatlon SYCAMORE l 

2 

v1c:1n:l. 

agents were infiltrated by helo 

last light on 20 Mar. Arter limited 3~ 
recce they were discovered and moved into a heavil1 4 

rorested ~ea. 5 

(b) 'l'boy spent the night in the forest &Dd llloVed into 6 

a large elephant grass field adJacent to tne forest. They 7 
-were taken under hostile rire and requested exf~ltration. 

SuccessfUl extiltration was effected approxilllatel~ 211800 

Mar under beav, hostile tire. 

(c) Currently, the situation is being-reevaluated and 

a 
9 

10 

ll 

a new plan will be developed which will reinsert 1nd1genoual2 

personnel 1n the alleged PW camp area. • 13 

(3) Operation ANGLER. An unexpected delay wse encountered 14 

when the Montagnard carrying the walking stick, w:l.tb the 15 

bollling beacon, was bitten by a snake. He 1s recovering but 
·' 

16 

a dela~ bas been incurred, It is anticipated the source will 17 

not arrive in the target area until approximately 2 April. lEI 

His determination of PWs in the area should be completed 

about 4 April, at which time he will depart the area, 

(~) Operation CHINOOK 

(a) Aerial photography readout reveals some or the 

debriefing information from correlates 

well; however, the Jungle canopy 1• quite dense and 

precludes more complete location or the camp area, 

(b) A representative from ~~let MI Det, Okinawa who 

was in on the debriefings at Okinawa is enroute RVN. 

He is intimately familiar with the area and situation. 

After his arrival, the overall situation will be evalua­

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2s 

26 

27 

28 

29 

ted with a v1~w toward launching a recovery type operat1on.30 

(5) Operation CHE~ENNE 31 

~ 

(a)1lllllfrepart was received which indicated approxi- 32 

111ately 100 ';IS POWs located vicinit 33 ~· 

TOP~ 
7 F-64 Appendix P 

Although there is no conf1rmin2 

3~ 



( 

~ 
data available, action has been ~aken to attempt to 

debrief source in detail. Signal electronic agencie~ 

have been alerted to maintain a listening watch for 

traffic concerning the suspect area. 

(b) Since the reliability or the source and validity 

or the information has not yet been determined, the ne~t 

action will be contingent upon the results br the source's 

detaLled debriefing and the signal intelligence ~gencies. 

m. Recovery Operations, 27 Mar-2 Aor 1967• 

(1) Operation RIP TIDE 

(a) • the original source a: the 'PW camp informa­

tion, was polygraphed earlier than initially ~ticipated. 

The results or the exam were inconclusive) however, there 

did appear to be some validity 1nllllllll stateme~t con­

cerning the PWs. 

(b) Plana are being .!Dilde to bring-to Sai~n for 

additional detailed debriefings and another polograph 

examination. ~ime frame for these confi~ing cheeks has 

not been dete~ned. 

(2) Operation SYCAMORE. Planning is underway to insert 

indigenous agents in the area at night by parachute when an 

agent team is available. 

(3) Operation ANGLER. ~he Montagnard earring the walking 

stick containing the homing beacon departed for the PW camp 

on 27 Mar. It was anticipated he would be in the PW camp 

area about 2 Apr. The electronic surveillance or the beacon 

will be flown for the first time on 3 Apr. 

(~) Operation GREY BULL (Previously ~epo~ted as CHINOOK) 

(a) Representative from ~41st MI Det, Okinawa, 

arrived 28 Mar. 

(b) Aerial photography or the area confirms some of 

the details furnished by 

trails and location or 

while'some items such as 

not confirmed, This may 

lolACV Msg, l4l6/04llOlZ Apr 67 
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~ 
be due to the heavy foliage 1a the area or possib~ 

contusion byiiiiiiiJ 
(c) IIPPV waa brieted on 29 Mar. '!'hey designated 

5th SFG to conduct a raid on the camp provided adc!1t1onal 

confirming data could be obtained. A SF indigenous agent 

was inserted and returned with the 1nrormat1on that 

hostllea were in the IU'ea. lle was nCit ablEf to con!'irlll 

the presence at the US PWs. 

(d) Baaed upon the information fro~ the SF agent and 

othel" "Vuua.uona, a recomzt~anda.tion w1U be ll!a.<;ie to IIFFV 

that a personnel recovery opel"ation be attempted. 

(5} Operation CHEYENNE. No change. 

n. Recovery Operations, 3-9 

(1) Operation RIP TIDE. 

PW camp information, will 

the original source of thr 

to Saigon 10 Apr. He will 

be debriefed in detail and.,another pol:ygrapb examination will 

be administered. Furthel" operational planning, if appropriate, 

Will be based on results Of the debriefing. 

(2) Operation SYCAMORE 

(a) Twa indigenous agents tro~ Spe~ial Porces assets 

were infiltrated by parachute fro~ a helo on 3 Apr. He1o 

was radar vectored to the DZ. 

(b) The agents encoun~ered no difficulties and accom­

plished the ground recce; however, it was subsequ.ent1y 

determined the:y ~ere infiltrated 1n the wrens area. On 

5 Apr, they were exriltrated. Purther efforts to insert 

indigenous agente in the area are being planned. 

(3) Ope~at1on ANGLE~ 

(a) The Montagnard carrying the walking stick con­

.taining the homing beacon learned throush inquiries 1n 

the suspected camp area that the PWs were moved trom 

to an unknown location. 

Msg, l5l6/1l08lOZ Apr 67 
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~ 
(b) Further attempts to rind the PWs, UtiliZing tbe 

same source, will continue. This operation Kill no 

longer be considered active unleas additional 1nro~a-

tion iG obtained. 

(~) Operation GREY BULL. A raid was conducted on the 

suspected PW camp on 6 Apr by Stb SPF. A thorough sweep 

or the area revealed nothing. Obviously, thid was not the 

camp although the raid did occur at the location as derived 

rrom map back-tracking based upon debrierings orlllllllllr 
This operation is suspended pending receipt or 

rurther information. 

(5) Operation CHEYENNE. No chl!llge. 

o. Recovery Operation•, lo-16 Apr 1967• 

(l) Operation RIP TIDE 

.· 

(a) .. the original sow-ce or the PW 1.ntormat1on 1 

has been debriefed in d~tail and polygraphed. There was 

no evidence or deception noted during the polygraph and 

the ag~nt handler is or the opinion thatlllllllis sincere 

1n his etrorta. motivation appeare to be the 

desire to assure his tinancial ruture. 

(b)JIIIIIEhas never observed tne PWs nor has he been 

inside the oamp. He believes that~ who is currently 

assumed to be ln charge or the vc prison ~ards, would be 

willing to assist in recovering the PWs. no 

legitimate reason to be away !rom th~ camp 1n excess or 

2~ hours without his absence arousing suspicion. 

former VC squad leader, is thoUght to be in 

Phnom however 1 his wife i• 11-;::ns _:n a Cambo.d:l:an 

Village near the RVN border. Current plans call ror 

~to learn-actual location, through wife, 

and attempt to bringiiiJto Saigon for a detailed 

debriefing. At this tJ.me,lllllllcannot furnish adequate 

information for purposes or planning a recovery operation. 

rMUSMACV Nsg, 1690/1807~22 Apr 67 
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( 
~ (2) Operation SYCAMORE. No change. 

( 3) Operation CYEmiNE. No cbange. 

p. Recovery Operations, 17-23 Apr 19671 

(l) =~~~!::. 

Cal that during hie last 

contact With VC, they indicated a.willingneas to accept 
I 

VC officer PWs from areas other than I CTZ. Screeping 

for appropriate PWs, under the new criteria, continues. 

(b) 

VC atti 

attempt to determine current 

a prisoner exchange. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE .· 
(a)~the original source of the PW information, 

is prep~ing to travel to Phnom Penh. He will attempt to 

bri~g. the tol'mer VC guard squad leader~ to Saigon tor 

debriefing, CUrrently, documentation ia being prepared 

forJiso be may travel-•to Saigon from PhnOI!I Penh. Upon 

return from Phnom Penh,JIIIIOwill stop at the village or- uncle. H.is uncle will be aslee<l to query­

concerning the US PWs. 

(b) Aerial photograpny reveals occupied heavy 

weapons emplacements and huts in ~uspected target ~ea. 

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. No change, 

(~) Operation CHEYENNE. No change 

(5) Operation HAVANA 

(a) A sighting or two US and 30 ARVN Plls by an ARVN 

coded source in vic1n1ty-~as .received on 2l Apr. 

This report coincided with previous similar report• in the 

area. East or Tay Ninh city .. 

(b) The lat Infantry Division is currently conducting 

Operation MANHATTAN in the vic1n1ty and have been requested 

to confirm or deny accuracy or info~ation. lf !~formation 

appears accurate, a recovery operation will be effected. 

~sg, l736/250839Z Apr 67 
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q. Jlecoveq OJ!uatio:ns, 211 - 30 April l@* 

(1) operauan SWAP , . 
(a) MACV JIC~. J2 '11&.!1 cCIQtacted aDd appraised 't1W; 

vc had ~cated a vtJJ1ngneaa to accept VC pri.acmen frOIII 

a:tJ7 C1'Z for the exchBnge, J2 baa noti.fied alJ. C'lZ ComnndPTS 

to lle on tbe J.ookout fOJ: pl'Uonera aW.tabl.e for excb8Dp. 

(ll) Uo word hiUI been rece1.vad 

(3) operation SYCAMORE 

(a) A coded agent ot Det B-57, 5th SF Qp was 1ntlltrated 

into the general target area. Be did not, however, succeed 

1n checking on the prime suspect locations. 

(b) Although the agent did not personally see any US 

Plls during the course of his reconnaj,sssnce, he was told ot 

a VC hospital 1n the general v1cin1ty'ot·h1s search which 

is used to treat wounded US PWs, The US Plls are reportedl.y 

held at the hospital only until surt1c1ently recovered to 

travel at which time they ere moved to a permanent FW camp 

in Cambodia, Location or the Cambod1M P\1 camp >~as not 

~ec1.fied. 

~MOSMACV Msg, l856/02ll58Z Ma1 67 
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'· 

(4) Operation CHEYE!IlfS. No "hange. 

(5) operation HAVANA 

(a) Elements of the us J.st Division ccndU~:ted a thorough 

sweep through the target area. No enden"e of re.,ent 

occupan"Y• inhabitants or a"tivity was discovered in the 

target area or the immediate v1"1n1ty thereof. 

(b) T.bis operation is terminated. 1 

(6) operation DEEP SIX 

(a) Just before midnight on 24 April, JPRC re.,eived a 

message from commander, Task Group 77.0 indi.,ating that an 

A6A was down The crew of two had euc.,eesfully 

ejected, were seen on the ground and had been in voi"e . 
contact with their wingman. They were last seen making 

their way to an area or good cover and concealment located 

approximately ~ mile froM the point at which they landed. 

CTG 77 •. o indicated that when and if voice contact with the 
·' 

downed crew was reestablished, he would request activation 

of a E!liGII'l' LIGHT teBJn. 

{b) A BRIGHl' LIGHT team was placed on alert at Rue Phu 

llai, and a Navy ClA aircraft and crew were standing by at 

Tan Son Nhut to transport the team to the carrier Kitty Hawk. 

(c) Because or extensive enemy OB in the area or the 

downed crew, plus the fact that it appeared to be beyond the 

range of SAR helos, JPRC reco~ended to CTG 77.0 that a more 

realistic plan would be to attempt the recovery with the 
' 

Fulton Recovery System (SKYHOOK) eqUipped HC-130. A Combat 

Spear "rew was placed on alert at Nha Trang, and 7 AF placed 

two F4Cs on alert at Danang to effect a high speed drop of 

the Fulton kit which had been packed in ~ M4A container. 

(d) At the suggest1on of Combs~ Spear creWMen, the 

operation was planned as follows: 
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l. Arter voice contact wa.a esta:blisbed, a l'ul.ton - . 
ld. t woul.d be dropped to the downed crew a. t la.Bt light 

; 
ot that day. The del..ivery aircra.tt woul.d notif'y tbe 

1 

2 

3 

downed crew to expect pickup at a predesignated time ~ 

during that night. 5 
- -. g. At the predesignated time, the Combat Spear air- 6 

cra.N. woul.d make their pickUp run. ~ey o\roul.d be covered 

by appropriate MIG CAP, and coordinated strike missions 

would be flown in the area at the pickup time. 

(e) no further electronic contact coul.tl be re-esta~lishetl 

with the downed crew and, upon receipt or CINCPAC masssge 

prohibiting use or HC-130 due to the high risk area, the 

operation was terminated, 

(f) ~s operation is thought to have been quite worth­

while as it provided a realistic exercise in mission planning 

and ot the alerting system. 
·' 

r. Recovery Operations, 1-7 May 1967* 

(1) Operation SWAP. "rrr MAF indicates they have captured 

a VC Warrant Officer who may be suitable to use in the prisoner 

exchange. They have been instructed to keep him in custody 

(2) 

(a) 

attend 

reports on the VC attitude regarding the 

the original source, returned tollllllllllto 

children who is eick. He will return 

to Saigon on ll May. 

(b) Upon return to Saigon,~Will be interrogated 

concerning some irregqlsrities which arose in connection with - . 
his old Cambodian documents. It: the interrogation does not 

reveal that~ss been using this situation only as a 

vehicle to obtain valid Cambodian travel papers, new 

?~·IUSMACV r•sg, l955/090S07Z May 67 
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l 

cU.Bpe.tched to Phnom Penh. Docllll!m1t prepe.re.tion csn be 

acco~lished in ~8 hours. 

(3) Operation SYC.AMOt\'E. No change. 

( 4) Opere.t1on CHEYENNE. No change. 

s. I 

contacted and advised thst the 

two US PW& which he hoped to negot1e.te for escaped 1n 

ee.rly May. This is the first incl1ce.tion of BZIY such escape. 

Attemjlts e.~e being ma.de to confirm or deny the e.l.J.eged 

escape. Attempts are being made to confirm or cfeny the 

alleged escape. the PWs 

e.ssumed to h&ve escaped. If this is true, the operation 

will be te:rmine.ted inasmu"ch e.s they were the only lJS- l'!l's 

•• of which Dong possessed any knowledge. 

{b) ~1or to learning of the alleged escape, AMEMB, 

Saigon was conts.cted concerning tne possibility of 

exchanging VU personnel captured and/or held by GVN. 

AMEMB is now willing to intercede with GVN in an s.ttempt 

to obte.in GVN controlled VC PWs. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE 

(a)- the original source of the 1n:f'ormati~n, 
returned to Saigon and was interrogated on the irregulsritiea· 

which arose w1 th his old Cambodian documents. lie was 

polygraphed and no evidence ot deception was noted, 

(b) .departed Saigon on 13 May ror Phnom Peru;. 

It is anticipated he \dll retu:rn about" 20 :May, He !las 

documentation 

M•s, 2023/l6l005Z May 67 
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(3) Oporation SYCAMORE. No change. 

(Q) Oporat1on CHEYENNE. No change 

(5) Operation NEARLY 

(a) In early Ma,y, a Revolutionary Development (RD) 

Cadre Advisor, stated one or hia persanne~ ~ made 

contact, through several cut-outs, with a VC orricer 
I 

who wished to rally to the OVN with l3 OS PWs. Further 

that bo desired to be rewarded tor the returned US 

personnel. All contacts were made in IV CTZ • 

(b) A meeting with the wire or the vc orticer was 

arranged ror 6 May but she did not show up. On 9 May, 

she appeared and stated she would be at Chau Ope on 

13 May with proor of the identities of the PWs. Further, 

she was to have her husband's plan which woUld reveal 

the details concerning ~he release. She did not know 

where the release woUld.• take place, nor was it known if 

it would be necessary to engage a hostile force to erreot ,, 
the release. 

(c) MACV tasked SA ~V CTZ to effect a recovery opera­

tion, upon obtaining the information from the wire or the 

VC, if it looked feasible. 

(d) On l2 May, the female source arrived, one day 

early, without any evidence of the US PWs allegedly being 

held by her husband. She stated attempts were mwie to 

contact he~ husband for the information, and details or 

the relea~e, but due to the amount ~r activity on the 

SVN/Cambodian border she was unable to make contact. 

(e) Although th~s operation is ~nsigered terminated, 

the female source was advisea how to contact representa-

tlves from the l35th MI Group but that she should only 

make contact when she possesses evidence of the PWs. 

(6) Other Act1v1t1es. During interrogation or a captured 

VC on l2 May, information was obtained concerning the loca­

tion or an alleged, deceased US soldier currently MIA. 

T~ 
'C.l.On o.r an 

F-7 3 AnnPnrl1 T ;t 
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Acting on this intormat1on, a Dody search vas conducted 

and the remains or vhat appears to be a Caucasian dressed 

in deteriorated tatigues vaa recovered. Remains were 

l 

2 

3 

evacuated and atteMpts to 1dent1!y the deceased are being ~ 

made. Although not a specitic mission o! the JPBC, it 5 

baa, on several occasions, coordinated and requested body 6 
I 

searches. 7 

·' 

F-7~ Appendix P 



( 

~ 
I 

t. ~ecovery operations, 15-21 May 1967* 

(1) Operation SWAP 

(a) Absolutely no eviden<>e can be loe>ated wh1ch would 

indicate that two US PWs have recently escaped VC control. 

Barring the extremely Ullli.kely poss1bil.1 ty that the two 

have been in evasion status since early May without making 

contact with triendly rorces, it must be concluded that 

the reported escape was spurious inrorms.tion. 

(b) It the above is true, some creden<>e is lent to the 

hypophesis that this may be 

his contacts with US personnel. 

way or terminating 

(c) In light of the above, this operation i~ ~sing 

dropped from the ae>tive llst pending receipt ot further 

information which would warrant its reae>tivation. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE. No change. 

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. .~o change. 

(4) Operation C~rffE. Since no progress has been made 

on this ope~ation since it was begun in mid-March, it is being 

dropped from the active list pending further developments which 

would warrant its reactivation. 

(5) Operation GAMBLER 

(a) In the late moroing hours ot 19 May (190311Z) an 

A6A from the carrier ENTERPRISE, call sign Raygun 5021 was 

shot down 30NM SW of Hanoi. Both crewmen ejected success-

!\Illy, lsnd:l:!g point of landing was 

near the center but while this is 

lies well within the SAH 

enve~o~e and is considered a high threat are&. 

(b) Voice contact was made with the downed crewmen. 

It was discovered that the pilot was uninjured, but that 

the bombardier/navigator (BIN) had suffered & badly broken 

Ms~, 2178/2Jl010Z May 67 
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No rescue operation was attempted tram the east l 

utiliZing Navy SAR resources due to the existence ot the 2 

high threat area all the way rrom the coast to the target 3 

area. Assistance !rom JPRC was requested. 

(c) JP.RC notified the Joint Search and Reaeue Center 

(JSARC) at Tan Son Nhut, and asked that feas~bility tor 
' 

5 

6 

launch of a SAR effort from the west utiliZing USAF·SAR 7 

resources be studied. A plan for launch of SAR assets to a 
be covered by multiple air strikes taking place simultaneously g 

in the s~e area was devised. Commander 7AF, vetoed this 10 

plan on grounds that the area was too well defended to risk ll 

SAR assets. 12 

(d) Jl'l\C presented a plan which called fol' the drop of 13 

Fulton Recovery System (SKYHOOK) -kits by high performance 1~ 

aircratt. It the drop w~te made successfully, an at:tempt 15 

would be made tor a SKYHOOK pick up at a pre-determined time 1e 
the ni~~ following the drop. The plan was approved for 17 

execution late in the evening of 20 May. A JPRC represents- lE 

tive was dispatched to DaNang, the base from which the drop 19 

mission would launch, to act as operation coordinatol'. 20 

(e) A tlight ot AF F4Cs was launched on the morning or 21 

21 May to effect the drop. Contact was established with 22 

the B/N of the downed crew, and a successful dt>op accomplished 2• 

at approx 210320Z. A total of three M4A containers were 24 

dt>o:Pped. 'l'wo eontaineu carried a t.,.o man Fulton ground 25 

station and the third, survival equi~ent. ~e two M4As 26 

containing toe Fulton gear landed approx 100 yds from the 27 

downed crewman. The -survival contaill&r landed app:rox 200 28 

yds from his position. The downed man indicated that although 29 

he was injured, he thought he would be able to ~ke his way 3~ 

to the Fulton gear. 31 
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(1') ~he comt.at Spear aircrat't wh:l,el' would attempt tile l 

pick up was laWiched on schedule at '2lll4lZ. The plan 2 

called tor high performance aircrat't to make a 1'1naJ. t'llght 3 

over the target area a t'ew hours prior to the scheduled ~ 

pick up time, make a last minute check on the situation ot 5 

the downec! crewmen, and int'orm them of the precise time the 6 

pick up woul.d be attempted. A flight of F4C~ s was launched 7 

tor this purpose, and upon contacting the BIN or the downed 8 

crew, were informed that all three of the containers had been 9 

recovered earlier by North Vietnamese. The Combat Spear 10 

aircraft was notified of this development, and aborted at 11 

2ll337Z. Before departing the area, an F4C a1r:rart dropped 12 

a container of survival eqUipment 1n the vicinity of where 13 

he had last seen one of the downed crewmen's strobe light. l~ 

(g) Meetings were he:!:d on the night or 21 May and again 15 

on the morning of 22 May .~th representatives of JERe, 7AF 16 

and 7th Fleet present, 1n an effort to determine what 17 

"' further action could be taken. consensus was that no further 18 

recovery action seemed feasible at this time, due proximity 

hostile 1' or.,es • 

(h) A total of three flights were flown over the area 

of the doW11ed a1rcrew on 22 May, Negative contact of any 

sort was made. This operation is terminated, 

(6) Other Activities. The body reported recovered 1n last 

week's report has been positively identified through dental 

records as that of carried as 

missing since 12 May 66. 

u. Recovery O~erat1ona, .22-28 May 1967* 

(l) 

Penh, 

the principle source, returned from Phnom 

that he had succeeded in contacti~ K1, 

the former prison guard commander. He reports that KY 
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~ 
refuses to ~~ back to VN as he is doing well ~cially 

in Phnom Pellh and he rears the VC will assasinate him 1i' 

,· he returns. 

(b) On his return trip, stopped at the 

home of the uncle or. the man who replaced. 

prison guard commander. Be was told that~ been 

transferred to a VC munitions factory a few kilometers 

from the al.J.eged PW camp but on the VN side of the border, 

.contends that the US P\IS are still at the original 

location, 

(c) ... greed, according to his uncle:. to dl'aw a 

map of the route illto the PW camp, -as b~en dispatched 

t~to pick up the map. 

(2) operation SYCAMORE, No change. 

(3) Operation OLD BlUE 

(a) This 

intelligence 

was obtained 

MI Gp. 

operation b~~an with a very completed 

report ~r a PW camp a.t- 'l'he report 

from a newly recruited source of the l49th 

(b) Field Activities Branch (FAB) o! MACV J-2 ta.sked 

the combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam (GICV) to procure 

and annotate aerial photography and complete a study of 

the PW camp are a, 

(c) 'l'he CICV photo readout revealed an unusually close 

correlation With the 1ntell1gence report, partic~arly with 

regard to location or PW camp buildings. 

(d) At this point, FAB contacted JFRC and the operation 

was named. Concurrently FAB instructed 149 MI Gp to • 

reinsert the agent into the area to reconfirm the presence 

of US PWs. 

(e) The agent returned from the area on 25 May, and a 

polygraph operator was flown to Rach Gia to examine the 

agent. JPRC provided the EEI for the examination, 
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(t) Preliminary outcome of the polygraph ex•m'nst~on 

casts same doubt on the presence ot us FWs at this loca~on. 

As it appears now, the source actually has not seen US FWs 

there since 1965. 

(g) It ~t appears worthwhile atter the present . - ... 
debriefing ~s canpleted, the s.gent will s.ga:1n be sent 

into the target area. I 

(h) Tbis operation does not appear very pr~ing and 

w12l not be reported further unless future developments 

warrant. 

v. Recovery Operations, 29 May - 4 Jun 1967* 

(l) Qperation RIP TIDE 

(a)~ the original source of the illfol'DIII.tion, 

returned to Saigon W1 th a detailed sketch of the :E'\1 camp 

al.l.egedly drawn by~ VC ~ho formerly was 1n charge 

or guarding the us~-reJOB.ins 1n \he general area 

and is able to elicit info out of the camp. 
' . 

(b) When shown oblique aerial photography of the area 

taken from the Vietnamese side ot the border, he identified 

police posts, border check points, mine fields and other 

items which he has consistently reported 1n the past. PI 

personnel assisted in the debrief and confir-med 

findings. 

advised the crunp was located further_inside 
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the border 1n an area not covered by the photograph:/. 25 

On 4 J~me a request was forwarded to CI!ICPAC for permission 26 

to .fly me~um level photography. 27 

(2) Operation SYCAMORE. No change. 26 

(3) Oeerat1on ANGLER. Reference 1s made to BRIGHT LIGHT 29 

report for the period 3-9 Apr; d~ted 11 Apr 67. Report advised 30 

the operation was no longer considered active, however, further 31 
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attempts to locate the Plls, utl 1 u' ns the same source' •-auld 

continue. 

(a) The source, a Nontagnard, has agaill :Located tbe 

US Pll camp, 

Be 1'urn:Lahed 

de tended. 

personallY o~served ~~ us. 
cmap :U well 

(~) ~ o~tain the precise location o1' the camp, the 

source has been re-.U.spatched to the area carrying the 

we.lld.ng stick containing the homing beacon. 'fM beacon 

will be monitored by tactical &ircratt. 

w. Reeovery operations, 5-ll Jun 19674 

(1) Operation RIP 'riDE 

(a} Due to JCS disapproval o1' the request tor :med1Wil 

level photographu, this operation 1e at a standst~. 

(b) Ngh1a the original source has advised that the 

area will be tlooded by l July. At that time the prisoners 
·' 

will most likely ~e returned to the sampan. 

(c) ~he collecti~n et'!ort continues and '11111 be 

monitored tor tavorable changes. 

(2) Operation SYCAMORE. No change. 

(3) Operation ANGLER. The source wes delayed and should 

have been redispatched by 9 June. No contirming data has been 

recl!ived., 

(4) aperat1on CHEYENNE 

(a) Reference is made to BRIGHT LICBT report tor the 

period of 15 - 2l May 67 DTG 23l0lOZ Ref BRIGHT LIGHT 

report dropped this operation from the active list pending 

~~USMACV Msg, 2~62/131250Z Jun 67 
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~ (5) Operat~on SUAP 

(a) A source who wishes Ius ~clenti ty to remain unknoW?• 

hat. reported that 

Plis) are dead and . . . ; . - : 

' ' 

~ne bodies are reportedly located near Bue. 

(the presumed 

empts whatever. 

(b) Followup is being made to determine tbe details o:r 
• the deaths and location ot the bodies With a'view toward 

recovery action. 

(6) Operation GRENADE 

(a) Information was received on 10 June from the 135th 

MI Group at Can 'l'ho that two US PWs were being helcl v1ci.m.ty 

'l'he source of the information wa~ captured 

by the VC on 3 Jan 1967 ancl escapee! at 1900 on 6 June 1967. 

The source stated the two US were brought into the camp on 

3 June 67 and were there at the time o! his escape. 

(b) Aerial photogre.p~ was flown on the afternoon of 

9 June and the sources description of the camp was verified 

by the photo interperter, It was still inhabited at that 

time. 

(c) A JP.RC representative was dispatched to Can Tho on 

10 June for additional debriefing of the source and to obtaiD 

the photography. 

(d) MAC COC was briefed on ll June and the Senior 

Advisor IV CTZ was tasked by COC to determine the f~asibLtity 

or an operation, 

(e) If an operation is feasible it is anticipated that 

it will be conducted on 12 or 13 June. 

x. Recovery Operations, 12-18 Jun 1967* 

(l) ape ration RIP TIDE. llo change. 

(2) Operation SYCAMORE. Since no progress has been made on 

this operation since 30 April, it is being dropped from the 

active list pending further developments which warrant its 

reactivation. 

70oMUSMACV 
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(3) Operation ANGLER. source was not dispatched on 9 June l 

as pl.anned. Unknown to JPRC, ID MAF was a.waiting instructions 2 

from MAirV to proceed >11th the operation. Instruct:l.ons have been 3 

issued to evalua.te and determine the feasibility or the operation ~ 

in the new area and this is in process at the present time. 5 

The source will not be dispatched until a concept of action 6 

has been determined which can be acted on expeditiously. 7 

(l!) operation SWAP. No change. 8 

(5) operation GRENADE 9 

(a) The operation was deemed feasible and tbe Senior 10 

Advisor, IV Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ elected to conduct the · ll 

operation the night or 12 June. :rhe concept was. to insert 12 

a seal Te~ by helicopter during the hours or darkness, 13 

conduct the raid at first light, then exfiltra.te by helicopter.l~ 

The 9th ARVN Recon Company was the standby reaction force 15 

with the ll3rd ARVN Battal*on on one hour alert. 16 

(b) During a last visual reconnaissance the afternoon 17 

of 12 J~e a discrepancy was noted in the area described by lB 

the source and that which was photographed. Another area 19 

was determined to be the correct target area. A 24 hour 20 

delay was ~alled to permit photographY and re-planning. 21 

(c) Tb~ ~on~ept remained the same and the plan was 22 

executed on 13 June with the insertion or the Seal Team at 23 

2359 hours. The team made contact at 0630 hours with 5 vc. 2~ 

Results - ~ VC KIA, 2 W!A. No friendly casualties. Several 25 

huts were destroyed, one resulting in a second&ry explosion. 26 

The search disclosed no US "r ARVN PWs. The Team successfully 27 

exfiltrated. at l40708 Jun 67. 28 

(d) The source accompanied the raid force and, arter 29 
getting into the target area, determined that this was not 30 

the location where he had been held. 31 
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On 16 June tho source reported that he has now 

learned that the camp was moved on 7 June, the day folloW10g 

his escape, He has learned of the possible relocation site 

and 1s attempting to determine if the US PWs are there. 

y, Recovery Operations, 19-25 Jun 1967* 

(1) Operation RIP TIDE. Additional low level oblique 

photography or the area was obtained. Jllllllwa~ conrr~nted 
with this photography and picl<ed out the same lll'ea tor the 1'11 

camp that had been previously picked by photo intreperters. 

The area is very heavily vegetated and no man made construction 

is visible, will return 27 June to obtain 

precise 

c ontain1ng the PI>! s . 

(2) Operation ANGLER. The source was redispatched on 

23 June with. the UHF homer. Electronic survei~ce will 

commence on 2 or 3 July. .. 
(3) Operation SWAP. No change, 

( 4) Ol>e:r"ation GRENADE. No change. 

z. Recovery Ooerations, 26 Jun - 2 July 1967++ 

(1) Operation RIP TIDE. No change. 

(2) Operation ANGLER. No change. 

(3) Operation SWAP. No change. 

(4) Operation GRENADE. No change. 

(5) Operation QUICK TIME 

(a) This operation commenced to develop 10 June 67 when 

JPRC received information through 5th SFG that rour US PWs 

were being held just inside Cambodia at coordinatesllll 

~ Source is s PRU reconna1ss'::'ce ~t membe.r .who 

poses as a trader along the border. The information was 

provided by several Cambodian traders who stated that there 

llsg, 2853/2707502 Jun E7 
Hsg, 2977/0407152 Jul 67 
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~ 
had been seven US PWs but three had been taken away to an 

unknown destination. The P.RU source personally observed 

the house (known house) from a d.l.stanc:e or 

300 yards but d~d not see the US PWs due to a high fence 

around the house. 

(b) '!'his intorms.tion tallied with previous "information 

furnished by CRD, Res IV in March and April t:rom another 

source that this same house is used as a te~orary detention 

paint and way station. It is also all.edged that the house 

is used tor high level VC briefings. This source ia a 

Cambodian business= who lives in the area, on 7 April 

the source saw four US FWs at They were 

being displayed in the 

(c) Another sighting reported two US PWs kept in this 

vicinity for several hours and then moved to an unknown 

destination. 
·' 

(d) CRD, Reg IV and 5th SFG were requested to continue 

the co~ection effort. 1be1r combined effort, using the 

PRtl agent, disclosed that the tour US PWs reported on 

10 June were seen by a trader to be taken tnta the house 

on 6 or 7 June and they were moved by vehicle north an 

Route 93 at 06oo hours, 11 Jun 67. They had been detained 

there approXimately five days. 

(e) current status is as follows: 

~· A detailed description of the house and 

surrounding vicinity has been received. 

g. Oblique photography has been flown but not as 

yet received by JPRC. 

~· Surveillance has been incr;ased to permit the 

earliest possible report of the renewed presence of 
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US PWs 1n order to be able to launch a recovery operat10n3l 

within the detention pattern time frame of one to four 32 

days. 33 
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(6) Operation BANDITO 

(a) On 27 Jun 67, JPRC received information that a 

platoon of the HOA HAO reinforced by 400 Khmer Sera! 

fought a vc um t 1n Cambodia on 20 and 21 Jun 67. 'l'he vc 

lost and the Khmer Sera! gained custody of nine US pWs; 

five Caucasian and four Negros. !!'hey are being held 

approximately 20 km inside Cambodia opposite1'1'1nh Bien 

D1stTict, Chau Doc Province, 

(b) Xhe source departed on 27 Jun to obtain photographs 

and identities of the FWs with the suggestion that if data 

proves satisfactory he can arrange a meeting along the 

border, 
• 

(c) Information has been furnished CRD, Reg IV, as to 

the amount o! money that may be paid tor each returned FW 

and, upon the return ot ~he source, a JPRC representative 

wi~ go to Chau Doc to a~~ist 1n negotiating the details ot 

the release. 
•' (7) qperation STIFF JOINT 

(a) Pintail 02, an F•l05, was reported 

CAP ai:rcratt remained on 

aircraft, JOU."Y. GREEN and AlEs, to arrive 18551!. Pintail 
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lO 

ll 

12 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Ol had reported a good chute and strong beeper. Aircraft on 21 

scene did not have pilot in sight but hold a strong beeper. 22 

(b) SAR aircraft arrived on scene l908B and had 23 

difficulty establishing electronic contact. AlEs reported 2~ 

receiving ground fire from valley to west of site. At 25 

l950H JOLLY GREEN established voice contact with Pintail 02 26 

and also repartee! rec.e1v1ng g~ound fire. JOU.Y GREEN· was 27 

unable to localize the downed pilot and ~t 2021H all forces 28 

departed area to resume SAR effort at first light. 29 

(c) 7th AF contacted JPRC and requested a ERIGH'l' LIGHT 30 

Team be made ~vailable for a joint rescue effort to be 31 

launched from Ne.khon Phanom RTAi'B on morning 3 July if pllot 32 
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~ 
location could not be pinpointed. The l!RIGHT LIGHT Teem l 

closed at NXP at 0326H. Additionally, a Combe.t Spear 2 

aircraft with )IliA container was deployed to panang to be 3 

on station there available to effect a highpperformance ~ 

drop by F4C of Fulton Ground Station and su~s;~uent HC~l30 5 

pickup if needed. 6 

(d) AlEs returned to area atter first liiht 3 July and 7 

established voice contact with Pintail 02. RESCAP flights 8 

sterilized the area Md JOLLY GREEN 09 moved 1n !or the 9 

pickup at 0855B. This time JOLLY GREE:N was able to pinpoint 10 

downed pilot•s location and, although receiving ground fire, 11 

was able to make an ARRS combat save. Survivor .wall 1n good 12 

condition. 

(e) BRIGHT LIGHT assets were returned to base atter SAR 

effort successfully te~ated. 

·' 
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aa, Recovery Operations, 3-9 Jul 19671 

(1) Operation RIP TIDE 

(a) Late on 7 July the source, was returned to 

Saigon. On 8 July, the following information was passed to 

JPRC: former prison guard commander, has now been 

the munitions factory back to guard duty at 

the PW camp. ~he camp bas been moved some 1,600 meters north 

or its previous location. There are now siX US PWs in the 

camp, all in relatively good health.lllllfis most anxious to 

retur~ to GVN control as a Chieu Hoi and wishes to bring the 

six US PWs with him, 

(~)1111111is currently performing duty tram ~,200 to 

2,400 as guard over ~ws. ~here are two other guards. ~e 

l 
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~ 
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9 
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ll 

12 

13 

only other force in the vicinity is a local force VC Platoon l~ 

some distance away.~ll di~pose of the two guards, 15 

cut the chains which sec~e the PWs during the hours of 

darkness and lead them over land to the MeKong River (a 

distanc~ or three to' rour kilometers) where .will be 

waiting with a seven-meter sampan to move them all down 

river to the border. 

(c) Preliminary planning is being conducted with a view 

to use or USN River Patrol Boats in conjunction with 

helicopter gunships to rendezvous withlllllllat the border, 

off-load the US PWs, 

would then be sunk, which 

is the staging area ror the patrol. 
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(d) Detailed planning and coordination will be conducted 27 

early next week with a view toward execution late in ~he 28 

week. In the meantime, a pistol with silencer and chain 29 

+--
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~ 
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~ 

dutting tools capable of being smuggled 

camp are being obtained, 

the 30 ~ 
31 
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(2) Ope~ation ANGLER. III MAP surveillanc~ fo~ tn~ UHF 1 

homer on ~ July, As of the end or tho r~porting period it 2 

bad not been detected. 3 

(3) Operation SWAP. No change. ~ 

(~) Operation GRENADE. Nc change, 5 

(5) Operation QUICK TIME. Three different at?empts have 6 

been made to gain usable photography or tn~ area or interest. 7 

None of the photography received has been satisfactory and B 

efforts continue to obtain higher quality photographY in order 9 

to pin point the house and surroundings ror planning purposes. 10 

(6) Operation BANDITO 11 

Reference: COMUSMACV message (S) KACSoo·crTE 3023, 12 

dtg 070700Z Jul 67. It is understtod that the RVNAP chain 13 

or command is working out details or the letter or agreement 1~ 

that will grant permission ror the three Khmer Se~ Companies 15 
·' to enter SVN. ~e CG, IV CTZ ie hopeful of receiving it or 

further~1nstructions' prior to s meeting scheduled for ll 

July with the Hoa Hac n~gotiator. The Senior AdVisor, IV 

CTZ will have an observer at this meeting. 

bb. Recovery Operations, l0-16 Jul 1967• 

(l) Operation RIPTIDE 

(a) ~he recovery plan 

with two minor changes; (l) Due 

previously 

duty period the 

operation was slipped 24 hours so nad the 2200-2400 

watch, and (2) ~would accompany-to the edge or the 

camp and backup~hile he killed the guards, at wh1Ch 

__ t:lu!.e .would then go int.o the caJUp to assist lJiil6n 

freeing the prisoners'. · - • · 

(b) The JPRC field team met with~on the morning of 

l3 July. then informed the team that ne had been in the 

camp on day and that the silenced 22 pistol and 

th~ hacksaw had been buried in the camp. 

~~~USI\ACV 1\sl!:, 3234/l81J.22Z July 67 
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~ 
~ - (c) ~he operation was aetivated ~n l~ Jul' with the 

PBRs on station 1n the Mekong River just below the border 

by 2230H. The Doats remained on station until first light 

waiting ror the Sampan. Neithe~ the 

appeared and surveillance was te~nate4. _ •• 

(d) On the contingency that111111Uand ~~e Prisoners nad 

been able to except, but were unable to reach the tiver and 

were roroed to hide dur1ng the dey due to tbe presence or 

hostile forces, the operation was set up to run again on the 

night or the 15 July. No contact was made this night, and the 

operation was terminated. 

(e) The l35th MI Op personnel are =pk1ng every errort to 

determine the events which precluded the succeaafUl recoverY 

or six US prisoners. 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

l~ 

(2) Ooerat1on ANGL~~. Th~ source should report back-about 22-23 lS 

July with 1nro~at1on on the' location or the cs=p and the 

status or the OHP homer, Electronic surveillance was maintained 
~ 

through 16 july with negative results. 

(3) Operation SWAP. As no progress has been made on this 

operation since 9 June, it 18 dropped rrom the active list 

pending further developments which warrant it•~ activation. 

(~) Operation GRENADE. As no progreso has been made on this 

operation since 16 june, it is being dropped !rom the active 

list pending rurther developments Which warrant it'£ activation. 

(5) Operation OUICK TIME. No change, 

(6) Operation SAI!DITO. 

(a).The metting listed in the last report took place 

at 1035 hours on ll July-st Can The. 

(b)~Chie!' MSS, and 

Phong Province conducted the mee 
K1en 

co, 
CRD, Region IV, represented 
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~ 
. (c)r-iJ.told.that he would begin negotiations 

to return the Khmer Sera1 to GVN once prort or the nine PW& 

1s receivea.JIIIIagreed to arrange a meeting w1th111111Jas 

quickly as possible and believes be can bring the proor or 

possession to Can Tho about 18 July. Proof,i~.tc consist or 

a group photo or the nine US PW• and a list or their name&, 

ranks and service numbers. 

cc. Recovery Operations, 17-23 Jul 19671 

(l) Operation RlP TIDE 

t 

(a) No rurther information has been received which would 

indicate-rate. has queried the Chau Doc 

CRD representative as to ~hereabout&. 
(b) Errorts are continuing to determine why the operation 

failed. 

(2) Operation ANGLER 

(a) The source returned to ~a Bong District Headquarters 

an l~ July and was ~ebrieCed on 17 July. 

" (b) The source arrived 1n t"e camp an 2 Jul~, found the 

prisoners were gene ano did not activate the URF h~er. 

(c) The source stated that the US prisoners departed 

the camp on 30 June accompanied by 500 VC headed towards laos. 

(d) Thit operation will not be reported an unless fUture 

developments warrant reactivation. 

O~eration QUIC~ TIME. ~he PW ~ay station in C~bcdia Knc~ 

as moved tollllllllllllon l July. photography 

of the new location (approx lB kilometer• East south East or 
the old location) has been requested, Periodic surveillance 

of this location will b~ initiated as ·~an a~ possible. 

(~) 02eration BANDITO. 

(a)JIIIIdeparted Can Tba late in the afternoon an 12 JUly. 

His or1g1~al estimate or returning b~ 16 July with proof of 

the U.S. PWs wa• slipped by CRD Can Tho to l9 or 20 July. 

y4nusMACV Msg, 3367/25lal2Z Jul 67 
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(b)lllllhas not surfaced as or :his date. 

(5) Other activities. 

(a) On 18 July MAGIC STONE 404 (Oriskany A4E) was 

downed in the vicinity 

suspended until r1rst 

SAR effort was 

of 19 July due 

heavy automic weapons fire in the vicinity' or'the downed 

pilot. JPRC was queried at this time as to :he availability 

of a Bright Light team or other possible JPRC assets. It 

was determined that the use of a Bright Light team was not · • 

feasible due to the hostile AAA environment, and the nece~si~J 

to successfully exfiltrate the team by bela after the pilot 

had been located. . 
(b) At first on the 19th SAR was again activated on MAGIC 

STONE 404. The rescue helo was subsequently shot down while 

attempting to get in position for the pickup and SAR was 

again suspended, 
•• 

(c) JPRC explo~ed the feasibility or employing the Pultc~ 

Recover) equipped C~l30 aircraft ror a night pickup, and it 

was determined to be not feasible due to the heavy 

concentration 6r AW/AAA/SAM in the immediate vicinity. 

(d) Contact was maintained with the downed pilot 

tnrough the 19th and on the morning or the 20th. Two A4s 

picked up two JPRC M4-A survival kits at DaNang and 

delivered them to the site or MAGIC STONE 404 at 2l00l5H. 

(e) There has been no further information on MAGIC 

STONE ~0~. 

dd. Recovery Operations, 2~-30 Jul 1967• 

(1) Operation RIP TIDE 

(a) -wu; made 
. -

an unannounced trip to an 

undisclosed place ror three days on 27 July. Indications are 

that she could very possibly have some information on the 

whereabouts or 

(b) She will be debriefed on her trip and knowledge 

or her 

~ 
husbands ~ctivities in the immediate ruture, 
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~. 
(2) Operation EANC!TU 

(a)JIIIIreturned to t~e 135th MI group on 25 July. Tam 

stated tlul.t be ran into "d11':1'icultie.s" and wu unable to 

obt~in the ~dent~fy1ng da~s on the US PWs. 

(b)JIIIIwas red~spatched on 28 July an~ ~tructed to 

get tbe identifying information and report back not later 

than 3 August. 

ee. Recovery Operations, 31 Jul 

no 

(2)~~=~~~~ 

(3) Operation BANDITO 

I 

- 6 Aug 1967• 

135th MI GP with 

determined. 

(a) ..... haa not reported back aa directed. 

(b) The sincerity otlllllis seriously doubted. and he 

is rated as a very poor ~ource. 

(c) ColleCtion efforts are continuing, 

" (~) Operation SAHARA 

(a) This operation was initiated upon receipt of a 

. ' 

l 

2~ 
3 

~ 

5~ 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 ~ 

u+-
12 

13 

1~ ~ 

15 ~ 
16 

17 

18 

19 

debriefing or a PRU member who was a VC prisoner for a year. 20 

He was imprisoned in the Vicinity of WQ 02 77, 21 

(b) During the first six months of his 1mprisonment he 22 

was kept in the same hut with au US Plls. Theae six were two 23 

Negroes and fOUr caucaaians. One of the negroe~ to}~ the rRO 2~ 

member that he was a medic and had been captured at Ha1 ~en. 25 

(c) In January the camp was moved With t~e VN and US PWs 26 

placed in two different eamps. The PRU member spent the rest 27 

or his 6 months imprisonment rowing a boat daily from the 28 . . - ... 
Vietnamese camp to the US camp carrying rood tor the US PWs. 29 

(d) A detailed list of ERI has been furnished the l35th 30 

MI Group for u&e in a more detailed debriefing, ·31 

SHACV Msg, 35:?5/0l1012Z Aug 67 
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as 

en 

(e) Photo and visual recce will be flown on the suspected 

area. 

(5) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN 

(a) Since Jun 67 there have been an increasing number or 

US ?W sightings in the BS grid zone we•t o~ Quang Ngai. 

(b) CG TF Oregon has been advised and JP~ has offered to 
• 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

send a representative in order to bring available intelligence 1 

into focus and to discuss potential operations. 8 

(c) Intelligence agencies in the area have been tasked 9 

to increase their efforts in thi~ area in order that PW camp 10 

locations may be pinpointed. 11 

(6) Other Activities 12 

(a) Agent reports have indicated up to nine US PW8 being 13 

held by elements or the S-3 Front in Cambodia vic1n1ty YA 5q 5~~ 

(b) Liason trip between JPRC and representativ~ of the 15 

·' CO qth INP DIV have been accomplished. l6 

(c)~CG qth INF D1V has been granted authority to attempt 

a battle field prisoner .exchange. 

(d) The l35th Ml CP has furnished the CO qth ID an 

17 

18 

19 

experienced agent handler who is familiar with JPRC and third 20 

country operations. The agent from the 135th will advise 21 

CO ~th INF DIV of the most suitable method to contact the 22 

B-3 Front Commander. 23 

Recover~ 0Eerations 1 7-13 Aug 1967' 24 

(l) Oeeration RIP TIDE. No information has b2en received 25 

to-rate or location, As no progress has been made 26 

this operation since 15 July 1t is dropped from the list 27 

pending further developments which would~arrant its reactivat1on,28 

(2) oeeraticn QUICK TIME. Photography received did not cover 29 

the target area due to camera malfunction. The mission has been 30 

re-rragged, 3l 

vhoMUSMACV 11sg, 3722/08llq2z Aug 67 
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~ 
( 3) Operation BANDITO. !hiring tbe reporting period it was 

learned that the Deputy Commander of the Has Hac un1t,111111111 

I was dispatched on 5 Aug 67 w:l.th a camera to get pictures of 

nine US PWs, As of the close of the period he has not 

returned. 

(~) Operation SAHARA. It has been discovere~that the source, 

a prisoner released by the VC, io not a member of the ?RU as 

alledged, Attempts to verifY his story continue ao does a search 

for a second source or information, 

{5) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN. 

(a) A JPRC representatlve spent the period 6-10 Aug 61 

with Task Force Oregon. Much of the information'collated by 

JPRC was not known to that headquarters. The C-2 was given 

a thorough briefing on the accumulated sighting data and 

the TF collection errort'has been intensified. 

·' (b) Documents that have been recently captured in the 

TAOR were sent to CDEC for expedited translation. The initial 

screening indicate• some disclosure or names, possible 

locations, and cadres or PW camps. 

(6) Other Activities: On ll Aug 67 a JPRC representative 

visited Headquarters, 4th Inr D1~, to confer with the co and 

0-2. Their plan of action to contact the B-3 Front Commander to 

negotiate a prisoner exchange was to be presented to the CG 

ror approval on 12 Aug. JPRC assistance was offered to locate 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

!I 

lO 

ll 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

20 

2.1 

22 

23 

24 

NVA prisoners from that Front or runds to pay for release, should25 

either of these be the exchange pr:l.<:e. R<>cru1t1ng <>ontinll.e& ror 26 

a suitable individual(&) to establ1ah contact. 27 

gg. Reco~ery Operations, 14~20 Aug 1967' 28 

(l) Operation QUICK TIME 29 

(a) Photo~raphy flown was again not suitable and is being 30 

re-flown. It is expected to be available on or about 23 Aug 67. 3l 
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~ (b) Although no new information has been received 

concerning the new location or tbe suspected way station 

several reports have been received indicat1ns PU camp 

locations Two 

Caucasian PWs are alleged to be held along ~i:~ 40 to 50 

Vietnamese, Cambodian and Chinese PWs at the latter location. 

Another source has reported a PW camp 1n tre' bouse~ atlll 
Jlllllllllno US were reported held here. 

(c) In View or all or this activity in the seneral 

vicinity the collection effort continues. 

(2) 

(a) l<:sder a!' the 

furnish sny praar 

that his Khmer Serai unit would be accepted into the GVN with 

lllllln~oa Hac unit.JIIIIilwill not release any US PWs until 

he sees. Hoa Ha~ cross the border into Vietnam. It the 

Hoa Hac are allowed in,~ will follow with the Khmer 

ancl the US PWs. 

(b)llllwas detain~in Cambodia for a short 

period of t:l.me due tc~strust oriiDu,rillE 

detention he observed two US PW•s, the descriptions 

passed toiiiiiDwhoin t~rn informed the CRD Can Tho. The 

descriptions included one negro and one caucasian,.one or 

whom repaired radios rorUIIIIIIJ 

(c) If the GVN will not allow the Hoa Hao and Khmer Sera1 

into SVN without proof of the US PWs,~will terminate 

nee;atl..atJ..ana w1th.lf nee;atl..atl..on_!! ar'!_ terminated", iiiJ 
has suggested that his forces can effect the release or the 

PWs if furnished ammunition ror Sren guns, SAP.s, Thompson 

$Ubmaoh1ne guns and hand grenaQes. 

Msg, ~O~l/221~06Z Aug 61 
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( 
(d) A8 or the close or the pericdllllfbad nat arrived 

at Can The to pass the above information to11111111111 
the negotiator tor CO, IV C72. JPRC believes that the 

CO, IV CTZ, is not disposed to continue negotiations 

Without some proof or po~session being furniShed byGIIiD 
and~altbough tram cur standpoint- t~:re is little 

• 
to be lest and possible much to be gained by ga~ng along 

with~demande. 
(3) Operation SAHARA. An erroneous translation or the 

original Vietnamese debrief of~described him as a 

re-checked, it waa round that he was a Papular Pcrces 

The collection eftar~ continues. • 
(~) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN. No change 

PRU. Wben 

soldier. 

(5) Other Activities. There has.been no change in the 

status of the PW Exchange ne$ct1ation effort being in~iated 

b:,' CG, ~thIn!' Div. ·' 
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hh. Recovery Operations, 21-27-Ausust 19671 

(1) Operation QUICK TIME, Photography flown on 23 August 

was unsuitable, Pertinent p~raonnel have been briefed on 

the photograp~ reqttLred BnQ suitable photograp~ ia 

expected shortly, 

(2) Operation BANDITO, 1/o chll!lge, 
I 

(3) Operation SAHARA,, A photographic mosaic or th~ area 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

of interest has been constructed, If the source is able to B 

identify the camp, raid planning w1 th SA IV C'l'Z will commence. 10 

(4) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN. JPRC received adQltianal 11 

intelligence on the area from III MAP. A JPRC representative 12 

was dispatched to CO III MAP to brief selected personnel 13 

on information which JPRC bas collated in the area. Aerial 14 

photography and infra-red imagery failed to confirm the 

location or two alleged camps. III MAP intends to paA§ 

15 

16 

existing intelligence to CG·'rask Foree Oregon for further 17 

evaluation and study • .. lB 

(5) Operation LUCKY LEAF 19 

(a) JPRC received an abbreviated debriefing report or 20 

PW soldier who was captured by the VC in 1962, and escaped 

on 9 August 1967, Two u.s. personnel were brought to 

21 

22 

the camp during April or 1965. One of the US was n negro 23 

Master Sergeant, the other being a caucasian Captain. 24 

(b) In February 1967, the 8ource wao detailed to camp 25 

work parties which obtained fish and cut wood. He ~as 26 

able to escape from his guard while r~shing, 27 

(c) Photography of the area was 8bown to the source and 28 

he w>;~s able to ident~fy work and fishi.ng s.J.tes. Subsequently,29 

he was flown over the area by a PAC, and was able to 

locali~e the camp location b~ tree patterns to within 

200 meters. 

~rlusl1AcV hsg, ~1B3/291131Z Aug 67 
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(d) Source waa po]7graphed with I'D deaeptiOI' aoted. 

(a) 021 the ba:sia at thtt source beinS allle to 

loaal1n tlle camp, with corroborat:l.ng !l'rormatioll, 

raid pl.arul1ng vat1 initiated. PJ.amnng tor this II!Uo1an 

continues '111 tb a target date 1'or execution appra:til!late~ 

l3 September 1967. .. • .. 

(6) Other li.ct1v1t1es. ~th In.f'antry D1V1s1o;o~ Bscbange 

Program. No rurther il'rat"'llation. 

11, Re11ove:ry Chlerat1ona, 28 August-3 September 19671 

_(l) Operation QUICK TIME, No cbange. 

Opel'atian BAND~O. No change. 

(b) nte source stated that he was willing to cant act a 
·' friend who was the camp commander in an errore to persuade 

h1m ~o ~ally with tne three us PW~ allegedly held. 

. ' 

l 

2 

3 

.-
5 

6 

7 

8 

!I 

10 

11 

l2 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

(c) ~he source was polygraphed with questionable reaults.l9 

(d) Debrier or the source ia continuing. 

(4) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN 

(a) On 1 September, the 2nd Bn, 502nd, Airborne 

Inrantry or ~~k Perce OREGON raided PW camps at­

Twenty-two indigenoua personnel wer& 

removed .t'rom the camp at r-.tJ The breakdo~ or 

the per~onnel i~ as tallows: One VC 
QneRPPVT 
One CII10 PVT 
~hree Civil Defendant~ 
Sixteen Innocent Civilians 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

'25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

~ 

(b) The camp n.;l; contain any prisoners. 31 ~ 

however, the raid force reporeed eVidence that US PWs had 32 

interrogation 33 been held in that location. Battlefield 

?~SI~ACV l'.sg, ~299/0Sll~OZ Sep 67 
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~. ,.,,,,,,. .......... . 
~ that OS PWs had been in the camp, but evacuated 

approximately 30 days previously. 

(c) A1l recovered VNa have been turned over to the 

135th MI QP to deter=ine their knowledge o; 9~ P~a, and 

aamp procedures. 
I 

(d) The SHAMROCK SEVEN area remains an area of_1ntense 

interest to JPRC and information concerning US PWs in 

tb1a vicinity will continue to be actively pursued, 

(5) Operation LUCKY LEAF. JPRC 1e atte~tins to move 

the raid target date trom 15 September to 9 September 1n 

an effort to execute the raid as soon as practical,. 

(6) Other Activities. ~th Intantr1 Division Exchange 

Program. No change, 

·' 
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~ 
· Jj, Recovery Oc~rations, ~-10 Septemb"r 19671 

(~· 
l 

2 _(1) Operation QUICK TIME. 

(II) SUitable photography of this area has been obtained. 

Initial readout failed to verify the location or the sus-

peote~ >fay station. . 
(b) A detail analy~1B or tbe photograph; tiill be made, 

(2) Operation BANDITO 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

(a) No contact has been made 

of the Khmer Serai since 5 August. 

Jloa I!Bo or~ 8 ~ 
9 

(b) CO, Region IV l35th M! OP baa been requested to 10 

develop new sources or means of communicating With the Hoa Ha~l 

and Khmer Sezoai un1 ts who allegedl:!' held tbe tiS" pzo1scners. 12 

( 3) Operation LUCK'f LEAl" 13 

(a) This opezoation is ochedu2ed to be con~cted on 14 

1 October under control bf SA IV CTZ. The postpone=ent 15 

from the previously acheau1ed date of 13 Septembezo was lo 

made to~permit addit~onal time for planning and rehearsal 17 

by personnel who will conduct the operation. 18 

(b) The tentative plan is to use Special Pozocea personnel 19 

to assault and secure the camp while a reserve force is kept 20 

in position to react immediately to the needs or the 

situation. 

(~) Operation SAHARA. 

(a) 'rhe source •• was unable to locate the 'p'fl CSJJJp 

on a photographic mosaic or the area. 

2l 

22 

23 

2~ ~ 

25 

(b) 

area. 

be flown on an aeria-l reconnaissance or the 26 ~ 

27 

(5) Opention SHAMROCK VII, . }lo furtlfi!r 1fi!'ormation, 28 

(6) Other Activities. ~th infantry Division Exchange Program.29 

The unit is still trying to develop a suitable source to 30 

contact the B-3 Front Commander. 

?~MUSoiACV 1-sg, ~~35/l212llZ Sep 67 
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~ 
kk. Recoverz Operations, 11-17 Septe~er 19671 

,(l) Operation QUICK TIME 

(a) Detail,ed readout of photography tailed to 

indicate the location or the suspected ~ay station. 

(h) Because 1ntormat1on hae not been developed as 

expected, this operation 1s being dropped hom tbe active 

list or projects. I 

(2) Operation BANDITO. No new developments. 

(3) Operation LUCKY LEAP 

(a) Planning continues. 

(b) JPRC furnished SA IV CTZ with area,analysia charts 

obtained for them from the Combined Intelligence Center 

Vietns.m.. 

. ' 

( ~) operation SAHARA .IIIIIJwas flown on a VR on 16 September. 

He pointed out, as the camp locatio~, an area 20 ~ SW of the . 
area or1g1na1ly claimed, JPRC requested Region IV, l35th 

·' MI Op, to attempt to reconcile this discrepancy. 

(5) ooe!'at1on SHAMllO'CK VII. 1/o further information. 

,(6) Other ActiVities, 4th Infantry DiVision Exchange. 

ll c _ohange. 

ll. Recovery Operations 18-2~ September 1967•1 

(l) Operat1on BANDITO •. 

(a) 1/o contact has been ~sde with the criSinal source 

(b) Reglon IV, l35th Ml CP, has been unabl.e to develop 

a new source to contact the Ros Hao or Khmer Sera1. Unless 

recruiting erforts are successful py 30 September 1967, 

this operation will be dropped from tbe active list of 

projects. 

(2) Operation LUCKY LEAP 

(a) Planning continues, 

(b) US 25th Infantry Division will provide a battalion 

sized reaction force for this operation, 

~MOSI~cV Msg, ~603/l9l232Z Sep 67 
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~ 
(a) Schedule or events: 

(... l_, l October - InfiUration by Special Porae8 

l 

2 

' 

personnel.. 

i• l-5 October - Movement to and reconnaissance 

of target. A determination will be ms4e.~~ to 36 

hours atter intil tration 1111 to .l'E!aommended movement 
I 

time or the reaction rorce, 

1· 4-6 October - Movement of reaction terce to 

staging area and deployment. Linkup or reaction and 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

recove~ force and extraction of POWs, 10 

i• 6-8 October - Debriefing or recovery rorce and 11 

preparation of after action report. 12 

(3) Operation SAHARA. No new developmente. 13 

(~) Operation SHAMROCK VII 14 

(a) Recapitulation. , 'Dlis nickname vaa assigne~ to 8ll 15 

area in which a large number or POW sighting• had been 16 

made. A raid conduc.ted in this area on l September resulted 17 

" in the recovery or 20 VN personnel held captive by the 18 

vc. Interrogation or returnees has not revealed any new 19 

information on US PWs or VC camp procedures. 20 

(b) Reference to this area as SHAMROCK VII area is no 21 

longer considered useful and will be di•continued with this 22 

report. Future operations in the area will be assigned 

1ndi~dual nickname•. 

(5) Operation BATON ARROW 

23 

2~ 

25 

(a) On 22 September, the JPRC re~eived a report indicating 26 

that two US POWs were being exhibited by a VC force in Vinh 27 . 
Binh Province, This. in forma t1on vas ..received from .two 28 

separate sources who believed that they knew where additional 29 

exh1bi ts were to be held. 30 

{b) Acting upon this information, a JPRC representat1ve 31 

v1si'ted Can 'tho to determine if a recovery opel'ation was 32 

feasible. 33 
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.. -~ 
(c) At present, there is insufficient intelligence 

to launch an operation; hoveover, all ava11al>1e resources 

are being utilized in an attempt to discover the location 

of the POWa, 

(d) The nickname BATON ARROW has been assigned to this 

ac:tivity, 

(6) Other Activities. ~th Infantry Div1sio~ Exchange, 

No change. 

mm. Recovery Operations, 25 Seotemher-1 October 1967' 

_( 1) Operation LUCIC! LEAP_ , 

(a) Operations began as scheauled with the infiltration 

of Special Forces personnel into the area on the night of 

1-2 October, 

(b) The reaction force tor this operation 1~ a battalion 

from the US gth Infantry Division. The BRiaHT LIGHT report 

tor the period 18 through 2~ September 1967 erroneously 

·' reported this unit as a battalion trom the 25th US Infantry 

DivisiO!I· 

( 2) Operation SAHARA, llo new developments, 

( 3) Operation BATON ARR0\1 _ 

(a) There has been no sighting of the US POWs since the 

ones reported to JPRC on 22 September. 

(b) No information has been received from the original 

sources since 21 September, 

(c) A messenger hao been dispatched to re-establish 

contact with the original sources. 

(~) Operation BANDITO 

(a) No contact with the original source- R~g1on 
135th Ml GP, bas been unable to recrUlt a"source to 
contact the Hoa Hao or Khmer Sera1. 

(b) This project 1s being dropped from the active list 

or praJ ec ts, 
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nn. RecoverY 0perat1<mll , 2-8 October 19671 

(l) Operation LUCitt LEAP - .. 

1 

2 

3 

-5 

(a) !rhe OSSP teDJD vas innJ.trated 1nto the area ear13' 6 
• 

in 1:M ZDOr'ldJI8 ~ 2 Octabe.r. The te11111 remained in. the 7 

area ~or 36 hollrll seare111ns: t'Or ~:e;rus or the eamp. 8 

'rile team wu exf1lled at 1700 011 3 Oetober Without findi~~g 9 

evidence ot a camp and Without CO!Itact vitb hostile torcee. 10 

(b) ~e Vietzume.11e source w.11.11 :retllrned' to Can !rllo and ll. 

turned over to the Vietnamese Special Percell 5-J tar 12 

interrogation. .During thie intel'l:'os;ation it becllllle apparent 13 

that the aouree bad tal.llit1ed ee.veral .lltatemente. He had 111 

been previouely polys;raphed With no adverse reactio~. 
, -

Ccl This operation w~ terminated on 3 Ootober Without 

(31 Operntion BATON ARROW, Tne ~essenger has not returned, 

and na further intar=ation i~ available. 

(~) ~th Infantry Division. No change. 
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• 
oo. Recoverz 0perat1ons, 9-15 October 196'7• 

(l) Operation LUCJtr LEAF. :rhis operation tcrm1natcd 

on 3 October 1967. Bubuquent interrogation ot source 

tailed to reveal 8ZIS' DeW 1nt'ormat1on, 'l'h1e report 1s belng 

(3) Operation BATON ARROW,_ No new developments, 

(~) Operation RIP TIDE. This operation was closed out 

on 13 August 1967; however, the source or the'operat1on, 

-has been arrested by tbe MSS and being 1ntenogated 

by them, 

(a) Opera.t1on RIP TIDE was executed on .1~ and 15 .Tul:f 

1967.with regat1ve resUlts. 

(b) The concept or tbe operation was as rollcnrs : 

the 

three remaining guards and release the six OS POWs. 

l• Dpon the release 

the POWa were to travel p1ck 

up a sampan that had been hidden there, and br1ng the 

POWs 

1· The slll:lpan was to be :met just below the border by 

six PBRa, the people taken orr and the sampan destroyed, 

(c) The PBRs were on just . 
below the border on ~e night .of the ~~/l~th until t1rot 

light with no contact, The forces were returned to the 

surveillance area the night of the 15/16th in the hope that 

the release had been delayed 2~ hours b~for an 

unknown reason. 

~~USMACV Msg, 5207/17132QZ Oct 67 

~· P-105 Append1x F 

1 

2 

3 

Q 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 

ll 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 ~ 
16 ~ 
19 

20 

21 ~ 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

n ~ 
32 



• 

(d) :Prel.irWiuoy :lDterroga~on tbe 135th 1 ~ 
(' HI OP 1nd1oatea: 2 

.!• !'he FOlia p:rollabl7 were there du:r1DS Ju:l7. 3 

!• 'rhat-did not carry out hU part o1' the - ~ operation due to 1'ea:r of being unsuccessful, 5 
(e).-lhaa been turned ov~r to the MsS -1'Df' a 6 ~ 

tho:rougb 1nte:r:rogat1on. • • 7 
(S) ~th Infant~ Division, l ~9th HI OP he beeJI directed 8 

to rec:ruit and develop a source to contact tha B-3 tl'ont 9 .. commander • 10 

pp. Recovery Operations, 16-23 October 1967• u 
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(e) Tbis proJect i~ closed. 

(2) Special Recove~ I 

~ 

(a) On 181120 October 1967, a Villager tram 

lrEIPO:l"ta'd that 

Americans were trying to get into Soutb V1itt11am :trOll! 

Clllllbodia. 'l'he 1111'ormation was passed through Special 
t 

Forces and CRD cbannele. Representatives of both • 

these organizations took actions to recover the personnel. 

(b) On 200600 October, 

Hungarian, managed to elud . ...... . .. .. . . I 
who ol~ to be a 

horities, crossed 

the border into SVN, and turned himself in at a PP outpost 

1n Chau Doc ProVince ~J .. was taken to the 

2~th EVAC Hospital, Long Binh. 

(c) lnitial interrogation r~veals that he has no know­

ledge or US POWs. ~clalms that he voluntar1l~ 

entered Cambodia, and that 

PHNOM PENH ror deporpation 

" 

be was being held by Cambodians 

to Hungary, UIIIIIJelected to 

escape from Cambodia and attempt entry into SVN. He was 

accompanied in his escape by an indiVidual, one ot twelve, 

who claims to have been working ror the US in SVN. ~ 

and this man parted company at the Cambodian/SVN border when 

they were taken under tire by a Cambodian outpost. Subse­

quent information indicated that this man has been 

recaptured by the vc. Tbe twelve individuals mentioned 

above-were dressed in camouflage suits or the same type 

worn by CIDG ?er~onnel. 

(d)IIIIIIII8?11Ysical condition is- considered to b~ good. 

He was initially interrogated.by memners at the 135tll MI GP, 

l 
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3 ~ 
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action to determine hia status. 

(f) This is a one time report. 

and is taking 30 ~ 
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qq. RecoverY Operations 2~-30 October 1967• 

(1) Operation BANDITO 

(a) This operation was dropped from the active list 

of projects on 3 October 1967 because no contact could be 

made with the original source,~ and a suitable 

source could not be recruited to re-estabi1sh' contact 

with the Hoa Hao or Khmer Sera! units in C~odia. 

(b) On 23 October 1967, a new source came to the 

attention or JPRC. ~states that he was 

sent to Saigon to contact representatives or the 

j 

!: 

6 

7 

e 

10 

Vietn~ese government for the purpose of negotiating an 11 

agreement to return a 620 man Hoa Hao Unit, now located in 12 

Cambodia, to government control. ~has 
effort in Saigon since 15 May 1967. 

. 
been at this 13 

14 

(c) The documents carried by 

~alleges that the ~?a Hao 

mriDE,ar authentic, 15 

For this reason, and because or the 

eight U~personnel. 1€ 

similarity between this 17 

and the.,past history or BANDITO, this development will be 18 

explored further by JPRC. 

(2) Operation WAYFARER 

(a) Since 9 September 1967, there have been 11 reports 

19 

20 

2l 

of US POWs being sighted in Dinh Tuong Province, 22 

(b) Each report refers to two or three US POWs being 23 

escorted by a heavily armed vc force. 24 

(c) In an attempt to increase the collection effort, 25 

and fix the location or the POWs, a JPRC representative 26 

Will brief representatives of the in~elligence collection 27 

agencies operating in the area or the reported sight~ngs, 28 

{d) The code name WAYFARER has been assigned to' this 29 

operation. 30 

(3) ~tb Infantry Division Neogitations, No new 

developments, 

31 

32 
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rr. Recovery Operations, 31 October-6 November 1967' 

(1) Operation BANDITO 

(a) Several meetings nave been held with~ 
IIIIIIPto discuss the situation and conditions tor release 

or the US personnel being held by the Hoa.H~~· There 

have been no new developments. 

(b) Investigation or- backgrouncf leads .to doubts 

concerning the validity or his statements; however, the 

character of the VN individuals who are sponsoring~ 
is such that a certain amount or credence must be given 

to his story, 

(c) JPRC Will continue to develop this sit~ation. 

(2) Operation WAYFARER,_ No new developments, 

(3) 4th Infantry DiVision,_ No new developments. 

are to be released by the NLF or VN, JPRC is monitoring 

the actions being taken to receive these individuals if and 

when they are released, 

ea. Recovery Operations, 7-13 November 1967' 1 

_( 1) Operation BANDITO 

(a) Continued interviews and investigations ofdlllllll 
IIIIIIIU the new source, revealed him to be a prevaricator 

who had fabricated his bona fides. 

(b) ~his operation will be held in abeyance until a new 

source is found. 

(2) Operation WAYFARER, fio nfoW deve~opme~ts. 

(3) 4th lnrantry Division. No new developments, 

(~) Prisoner Release 
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(a) JPRC aoo~dinated and planned with othe~ agencies to 

arrange for immediate care and debriefing or the three 

US POWs released in Cambodia by the VC. These efforts 

were negated due to the circumstance• of release. 

(b) The three sergeants will be debrie.fe.d •. in CONUS by 

members or the 52 5th MI GP, USARV, who are familiar 
: 

. . 

6 

with and reeponsi ve to JPRC requirements. 7 

(5) Rescue of US Personnel •. On B November, this organizati~n E 

coordinated a rescue effort in Laos that resulted in the 9 

recovery or four us personne 1. sao assets also located six lC 

US KIA in the area. These six had previously' been listed 

as MIA aa a result or the same incident. 

tt. Recovery Operations, 1~-20 November 1967• •. , 

ll 

12 

13 

(l) Operation WAYFARER. No new developments, l~ 

(2) 15 

(a) or this operation, has been 16 

debriefed by the MSS, A recapitulation of the RIP TIDE 17 

" operation is given in the BRIGHT LIGHT report for the 

period 9 October through 15 October 1967. Debriefing 

failed to reveal any reason for~ failure to a~ 
out his part of the operation other' than that he was too 

scared. 

(ll) ~ ~ the MSS captain who debriefed-

believes that there is some validity to the basic story 

presented by- The captain visite~ and has 

made contact with another individual who has knowledge 

of the c~, ~introduced this s~urce toliiii 
(c)~ .:;;,o .states frankly that h.e is 111otivated 

by the possibility of the reward, believes that h~ can 

develop other sources of information on this camp location, 

and possibly carry orr a recovery operation. 
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?~ 
(d)llll)does not trust~ and does not intend 

to have him associated with the operation illllrin 
coordination with a special agent of the 525th MI GP is 

developing a plan of operation. 

(e) JPRC will monitor and assist. 

(3) Operation DAMP ABBEY 

(a) On 8 November, a walk-in source at Det B-55, 

5th SFGA, Saigon stated that he knew oC two US POWs who 

were being held in ~ tunnel under a pagoda near My Tho -J (b) He stated that he would return to Det B-55 on ll 

November with a friend from MY THO who had seen the POWs 

and would produce photographs of them and proVide the 

exact location or the tunnel. 

(c) Source failed to return on ll Nqvember and it was 

subsequently learned tha~ he had been arrested by tile 
·' 

7 

€ 

lC 

ll 

l~ 

l~ 

l~ 

15 

1~ 

National Police on or about l~ November. He is being held 17 

in jail~1n Saigon, charge unknown. 

(d) Military Intelligence (the Central Registry Detachment)l9 

is now handling the case and will attempt to contact the 2C 

source or his wife in order to learn the identify of the 21 

individual in My Tho who ie the actual eource of information 22 

concernins the US POWs, 23 

(e) The name DAMP ABBEY has been <UJ signed to thie 2~ 

operation, 25 

(4) ~th Infantry Division._ No new developments. 26 

(5) JPRC submitted EEI to the USAINTC for debriefing or 27 

JPRC is cloeely monitoring 2S 

the debriefings of these individuals with a view toward 29 

determining the exact location of the camp or camps in which 30 

they were held. 31 
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uu. Recovery Operations, 21-27 November 19671 

' (l) Operation WAYFARER. 

(a) On 22 November 1967, two reports were received 

~r sightings of US POWs in the WAYFARER area on 15 

November 1967. Both sights were or us rows-being 

moved under VC guard, : 
(b) On 25 November 1967, a report was received of a 

lone US POW being held in a cottage in a hamlet reported 

to be protected by two VC companies. 

(c) In both above instances it was not possible to 

take action since the source's information was dated, 

(d) Attempted recovery operation in the area would 

be extremely difficult tor the fallowing reasons: 

.l:.• It is difficult to obtain detailed timely 

information on US POWs in the area since the ..1!1'88 is 

under VC control, ·' 
., ~- 'l:he US P.OWs appear to be heavily guarded by the 

vc. 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

6 

9 

lO 

ll 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 
1· It is difficult to fix the location of the us 19 

POWs since a majority or the reports received since 20 

9 September 1967 indicate they have been observed moving 21 

under VC escort. They do not appear to be kept in the 22 

same area for more than a few days and there is no 23 

indication of a permanent POW oamp in this area. 2~ 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE 25 

(a)lllllll'a• been released by the MSS and is no longer 26 

associated ~ith the operation, 21 

(b)~ or the MSS in coordination with a· 28 

special agent of the 525t" MI OP is attempting to develop 29 

new sources in the CHAU DOC area, 30 
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. 
JPRC will monitor and assist, 

(3) Operaeion DAMP ABBEY 

(a) Special agents or military intelligence (the 

Central Registry Detachment) nave been denied access to 

the walk-in source who is presentlY in jail in Saigon 

under VN control. 

(b) They are now attempting to locate ~d contact the 

wife or the walk-in. She is reported to know the · 

individual in MY THO who 1s the actual source or information 

concerning the US POWs, 

(q) 4th Infantry Division Exchange 

(a) The qth Infantry Division proposes to--dispatch 

a NVA prisoner, recently captured in DAX TO ar~a, to 

the B-3 Front Commander with a message that proposes a 

Battlefield exchange or POWs, 

(b) ~he letter, in bath English and Vietnamese; would .. 
propose a one-for-one exchange or prisoners or comparable 

rank. ~he letter provides detailed information for the 

B-3 Front Commander as to methods by which he can 

communicate his acceptance or rejection or the proposal, 

or his Willingness to negotiate the exahange, A suitable 

location in SVN, near the SE NAN River border with 

Cambodia will be proposed as the site of the exchange, or 

negotiations if required. The letter further stipulates . 
that should he agree to the exchange or to negotiate the 

exchange, each delegation shall not exceed ten men; each 

delegation will display a white flag· or truae, and the 

display or National Flags will be prohibited; the co~at 

forces or either side may be no closer than 5 kilometers 

from the exchange site; that the exchange or negotiations 

will be Without ceremony and that photography will not 

be perlllitted. 

. . .Appendix "F 

F-113 

.Auoendix 1> 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

lO 

ll 

12 

13 

l~ 

15 

16 

'!7 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

29 

29 

30 
, 

31 

32 



Tbe plan envisions a one-for-one exchange as an 

initial proposal. However, the ~th Divisioa will be pre­

pared to negotiate for an increased ratio or NVA to US 

should they so request. Also, JPRC has indicated that a 

sum of up to $5,000 may be offerl!d during _an_y, initial. 

negotiations for each ~th Div member now 1n the hands of 

the NVA. 

(d) 4th Div has requested authority to dispatch the 

NVA prisoner with the letter proposing the exchange of 

the ~th D1v prisoners now 1n the hands of the NVA for a 

like number of NVA prisoners captured by the 4th Div. 

Additionally, thqy have requested authority to,negotiate 

the number and rank of prisoners to be exchanged for 

personnel now held by the NVA. . 

(e) Permission has ~een passed for ~th Div to __ 

initiate theirpproposed.~lan. 

£. JPRC representatives will visit Can Tho on 

28 Nov to pass available information to the IV CORPS 

G-2 and G-3 advisors and Company D, 5th SFOA. 

Pos~1bilities of a recovery operation will also be 

.,.., .,., ,, 
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vv. Recovery Operations, 28 Nov-~ Dec 19671 

(l) Ope~ation ~~!FARER. No new developments. 
I 

1 

2 

3 
lj 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE. JPRC has made arrangemen~ to 

transport- or the MSS and a special agent or the 

525 MI OP to Chau Doc to initiate a program to develop new 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

sources of information on the camp location as proposed by 10 

-in mid-November. 11 

(3) Operation DAMP ABBEY 12 

(a) 525 MI GP has been unable to make contact with 13 

~ the walk-in source or information for this operation, 1~ 
who is being held in J al.l in Saigon. 15 

(b) Investigation of'Lillll police record indicates 16 

that in July 1957, he as dismissed by USOM, AMEMB, for 17 
t-

illegal use of government equipment; and in August 1960, lB 

he was arrested for organizing the NATIONAL SALVATION 19 

PRONT and charged with plotting treason. There is no 20 

record or the action that was taken in either case. 21 

(c) The 525 MI GP is attempting to contact with wire 22 

or Jililto determine whether or not she has knowledge or 23 

the information passed by~ ·24 

(4) Operation DARK JUNGLE 25 

(a) On 24 Nov, CI, III MAP recei~ed a report rrom the 26 

3d Marine Division which indicated the possibility or a 27 

VC prison camp conta~ning 100 prison~• l~oated within 28 

the grid squar~ 29 

(b) There have been three other reports or VC camps 30 

being located in that general area. 31 
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(c) An aircraft on a photography m1ss1on over the 

area drew fire from positions estimated as([[ 

An aircraft equipped with infra-red sensors 

flew a second Mission over tbe area and also drew ground 

fire 1'rom unknown positions. 'lbis aircratt .detected 

numerous heat emissions from this area. 
I 

(d) Additional photography of the area Will be flown 

as soon as weather permits, and if the looatioo or camp 

can be fixed, a recover1 operation w~l be conducted. 

(e) 'lhe name DARK JUNoL& has been assigned to this 

operation. 

No new developments. 

ww. Recovery Ocerat1ons 5-ll Dee 1967• 

(1) Operation WAYFARER. No new developments. 
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' 

(2) 0pel'at1on RIP TIDE. ~of tile HSS end a Special 

Agent at the 525 MI GP are pNsently in Chau Doc setting up 

8 program to develOp tile new sources or intonnatlon on the 

location or the P'rl camp 1n Cambodia. 

(3) Operation DARK JUNGLE 

(a) Aerial pllotograpby of the operational area flown 
: 

on 7 Dec failed to confirm tile location or ~i~tence of 

the suspected camp containing ARVN PWs. 

(b) Enemy strength in the area prevents ground 

reconnaissance. The nearest point at which helicopters 

can land is five kilometers from the suspected camp site. 

A surprise ail'mo~ile assault against the camp would be 

impossible. 

(c) Unless new information develops which would 

warrant committing a la~ge force in a recovery operation, 

there is no plan to tak~ ~ediate action against this 

alleged site. 
I' 

(d) Activity in this area will be monitol'ed, but no 

further l'eports on this" operation will be made unless 

significant information develops. 

(~) Operation TEAMSTER 

(a) Since early Nov, JPRC has received three reports 

from the 525 MI GP indicating four possible PW camps 

along the Bien Hoa-Long Khanh Province border, northeast 

or Xuan I.oc. 

(b) On 8 Dec, a JPRC representat!ve Visited Zuan Lac 

and discussed the situation with intelligence personnel 

there. Since there.are no other souxces.available with 

access to the area where the camps are allegedly located, 

it was decided to send a small reconnaissance team into 

the area, 

(c) ~he team will be provided by the Long Khanh 

Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (PRU), and is tentatively 

scheduled to infiltrate the area late next week. Its 
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I 

mission is to determine if there are camps containing 

US PWs 1n the area and obtain sufficient data to launch 

a recovery operation. 

(d) In order to assist 1n the reconnaissance. JPRC 

will provide the Chief • Long llhanh PIIU witll.all avail­

able data. to include aerial photograp~. information 
I 

reports, and EEI. 

(e) This operation has been given the code name 

TEAMSTER. 

(5) Operation DAMP ABBEY . 
(a) A special agent or the 525 MI OP contacted the 

wife of the walk-in. However, she was unable to provide 

him with the identity or the individual 1n My Tho, who 

allegedly knows the location of.the two US PWs. 

(b) It is believed that tbe walk-in, presentl~n 

jail in Saigon, is the only person who can identify the 

individual in My Thp. Thus tar, the 525 MI OP has been .. 
denied access to the walk-in by the National Police. 

(c) Further attempt= will be made to contact the 

walk-in through an OSA liaison officer to the National 

Police. If this is unsuccessfUl, the operation will be 

terminated. 

(6) 4th Infantry Division Negotiations 

(a) JPRC representatives Visited the headquarters of 

the 4th Inf D1v and were briefed on the status and progress 

or this operation. 

(b) A message will be dispatched within 10 days to the 

B-3 Front Commander~ia a captured VC soldie~. 

(7) . .,/}. 
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( 
(b) This project is being dropped tram tbe active 

list pending further information which would warrant 

l 

2 

its reactivation. 3 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE ~ 

(a)-of the MSS and tile Speeia.l_ Astnt o1' the 5 

525 Ml GP returned 1'rom Chau Doc on 12 Dac. 6 

(b)nliilliilhas established contact wit' a num~er 7 

of individuals who he believes will be able to provide 8 

information on possible OS prisoners being held in 9 

Cambodia. 10 

(3) Operation TEAMSTER. No new developments. u 
(~) Operation DAMP ABBEY 12 

(a) US intelligence collection agencies have been 13 

unable to gain access to the original aource,t]i 1~ 
.who we believe to he in the Saigon Jail. On_!.4 Dec, 15 

representatives of the National Police were queried as 16 

to his status, and ~hey denied that he had ever been 

" 
17 

arrested. This is contrary to information received on 18 

21 Nov Deputy Chief, Planning 19 

Division, Special Police Branch of the National Police 20 

who stated tha. had been arrested for illegal 21 

possession o1' 1'alse papers on or about 14 Nov. 22 

(b) This conflicting information has been given to 23 

the OSA Advisor to the Special Branch, Vietnamese. National .24 

Police who will use it to attempt to obtain access to DUC. 25 

(5) 4th Infantry Division Negotiations. No new develop- 26 

ments. 
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yy. Reeove~ Operations, 19-25 Dee 1967• 
' (1) Operation WAYFARER. No new development&. 

(2) Operation RIP TIDE. No new developments. 

(3) Operation TEAMSTER. No new developments. 

(~) Operation D~~ ABBEY. No new developments 
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zz. Recovery Operations, 26-31 Dec 1967• 

(1) Operation RIP TIDE. 

( 2) Ope"ration TEAMSTER, 

(3) Operation DAMP ABBEY. 

No new developmen.ta_. •. 

No new developments. 
I 

No new developments. 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

(~) Operation BLACK KNIGHT 8 

(a) JCS stated that unleee additional intelligence 9 

dictates the requirement for an immediate reaponse, the 10 

operation should not be executed until at least one week ll 

after the TET ce~se fire and then only with pr~o~ 12 

"- .?~SI".ACV 
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==~~"J_,o_,i...,n"'t-'aurvey Team 2 

a Joint Survey Team convened at 3 

CINCPAC Headquarters to undertake a cOliiPrehensi ve study or ~ 

MACSOG programs. The team conducted a l!.urve;y ot the JPRC, 5 

its activities, plans and programs, and proVided the 6 
: 

following conclusions and recommendations concerning tha 7 

Center: "CONCLUSIONS 

"(l) The new JTD, mod1r1ed to retain the one 0~ 
intelligence officer apace, will be adequate to accom­
plish the JPRC mission. 

"(2) The terms or reference provide adequate 
authority tor the JPRC to perform ita runctiona and 
discharge its responsibilities. 

a(3) Sutticient communications tacilities are avail• 
able to the JPRC to permit the tull scope ot opera­
tions envisioned by the mission. 

"(5) The largest single problem in location and 
recovery or detained US/FWMAP personnel is the lack of 
timely and accurate intelligence data. 

11 (6) The JPRC is operating 1n accordance with the 
terms of reference issued by CINCPAC, as approved by 
JCS. 

"(7) The'present JPRC has very high potential, com­
petent, well qualified leadership, and all personnel 
possess the required skills and are well motivated 
toward the mission. 

"(8) Escape and Evasion programs conducted by the 
services in SEASIA are prog~essing in a satisfactory 
manner. JPRC is monitoring these prosrem elosel;y in 
an attempt to standardize casualty/MIA/detainee 
reporting procedures. 

"(9) The JPRC post-hostilities plan (flOW i~ draft 
form) is adequate, and will fulfill the prisoner de­
briefing requirements. 

"RECOMMENDATIONS 
11 (1) That the 0~ intelligence officer's position be 

retained Vice the 03 recommended in the new JTO, 

an<i movement of 
detainees. To this end, MACSOG should coordinate with 

TOP~ / ·_-,..~-~ .... V.I. IJI::U r-Wl'UU"" 

8 



( 

7AF to ~rive at a mutual agreement on· sorties, data to 
be collected, area ot interest, etc. ·rr required, a 
SICR should be issued to obtain this data. 

"(3) ~hat COMUSMACV design a standard procedure tor 
casualtYIMIA/deta1nee reporting and the maintenance ot 
personal data tiles (photos, authentication systems, 
emergency addresses, ett.) tor use by all services in 
SBASIA. 

"(ij) That the Jl'RC continue in its present line ot 
endeavor. It serves an extremely usetul purp~e in that 
no other organization or agency provides a central paint 
or focal point tor data on MIA/detainees 1n S!ASIA. 

"(5) That MACSOG explore the feasibility or developing 
singleton agent assets specially qualified and trained 
tor introduction into NVN tor the purpose ot penetrating 
POW camps tor intelligence purposes and to persuade 
selected POW guards to defect with prisoners, or permit 
clandestine operations within the prison.•• 

b. COMUSMACVs comments on the above recommendations were 

as follows: 

"(1) Recommendation: COMUSMACV should take action to: 

Retain the D~ intelligence otticer's pos1t1on __ 
1n the new JTD vice the recommended 03 • 

•• 
MACV Comment: Concur. A change request will be 

forwarded as soon a~ the proposed NACSDG JTD, dated 
30 Oct~67, is approved. 

on 
requirement tor increased intelligence 
relating to confinement or movement or 
war. 

"{3) Re~ommendat1on: 

Design a standard procedure for gasualty/MIA/ 
detainee reporting and for the maintenance or 
personnel data files for use by all Services in 
Southeast Asia. 

MACV Comment: MACV non-concurs in the CINCPAC/ 
JCS Joint Survey Team recommendation that a standard 
procedure for casuality/MIA/detainee reporting and 
for the maintenance of personal data files for use by 
all se~vices be established in Southeast Asia. Each 
milita~y service has developed procedures and forms 
to satisfy their particular requirements. The infor­
mation required by the JPRC is contained in all three 

ormats; therefore, a standardized f~rm 1s not required. 
required. 

0001 or 2 January 1968; Subject: 
Programs {C) 
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0 (4) Recommendation: 

Explore the feasibility of introducing singleton 
agents into POW camps in NVN to persuade guards to 
defect or permit clandesting operations within the 
prison. 

MACV Comment: MACSOO has evaluated the feasib1llty 
of introducing singleton agents into POW camps 1n NVN. 
Such an operation is feasible if qual~fi personnel 
can be 'recruited. Existing TIMBERWO!IX Teams are net 
considered capable of such operations t th1s time,nt 

2, f~D HOC Evaluation Group 

-~ ~O~USMACV, in DeceMber 1967, formed an AD HOC Evaluation 

Group (AREG) to examine the operations ot MACSOO and determine 

1 

2 

3' 

whether the results achieved were commensurate with the resources ~ 

committed to its support. The Evaluation Group's evaluation of 5 

the. JPRC is contained in Tab 5, ti 

b. Aware or the survey ot MACSOO conducted in November 1967, 7 

the AHEG related their conclusions and recommendations to those a 
of the ClNCPAC survey Team. Conclusions and reoommendat:fons of 

·' 
the AHEG which pertained to the JPRC are provided below: 

"(1) Conclu~1ons• 
. 

The AH£0 concludes that: 

"(a) JPRC mission aDd terms of reference are appro­
priate and adequate. 

"(b) The organization and manning level ot JPRC as 
provided for 1n the JTO submitted for approval is ade­
quate. Personnel assigned are highly qualified and 
motivated. 

"(c) Procedures for obtaining resources for recovery 
operations and for conducting and coordinating opera­
tions are adequate, 

"(d) Intelligence received by JPRC has not been 
adequate for successful recovery operations primarilY 
because collection has not been sufficiently responsive. 

"(e) The key element in recovery-operations is 
timely and reliable intelligence. Fu,rther, that the 
~bsence of this element is at the heart of our lack or 

• success to date. Analysis or the co~lect~on effort 
reveals three areas in ~hich improvement may be possible. 

"1. Emphasis on low-level agent potential to 
collect information on US PW locations within RVN. 

"2. Increased emphasis on collection outside 
or RV'ii. 

9 

10 

"3, Focusing of the total MACV effort through 
provision of an overall, coordinated PW information 'A collection program. 

COMUSMACV Letter of 17 March · '68; 'ubject: Report of mz MACSOG Programs (C) 

/ 
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"(2} C!NCPAC Conclusions/Recommendations: 

a(a} The AHEB otters the following in consideration 
or !:be CINCPAC Joint Survey Team conclusion..: 

"l,Conclusion: The new JTD, ~edified to retain 
the one o=4 Intelligence Officer space, Will be 
adequate to aooo~pliah the JPRC mission. 

't:OMMENT: Concur 

"2•Conclusion: Tne terms at referenc~provide 
adequate au~hority for JFRC to perform its functions 
and discharge its responsibilities, 

"COMMEII'I': Concur 

"3.'Conclusion: SUfficient communication facili­
ties are av~able to tne JFRC to permit full scope 
of operations envisioned b.Y the ~1ssion, 

"COMMENT: Concur 

on prisoners/ 
MIA personnel. Systems should be used 1n suspect 
areas 1n SVN and LAOS to locate prisoners and to 
gather information on prisoner movements, 

acoMMENT: All ayhtema with a capability to 
collect against know~ potential sources or US FW 
into~ation are,appropriately tasked. No diversion 
or~oncentraticn of any specific system is consid­
ered useful, 'I'he present effort is productive and 
rapid (38 significant reports in the period October­
Deeember 67). Responsible personnel are alert to 
the criticality of this problem and accord it all 
the emphasis possible. 

"5. Conclusion: 'I'he largest single problem in 
location and recovery of detained US/FWMAF personnel 
is t?e lack ot timely and accurate intelligence data. 

n COMMEN'I': Concllr 

"6, Conclusion: 'I'he JPRC is operating in accordance 
with the terms of reference issued by CINCPAC, as 
approved by JCS, · 

~COMMENT: Concllr 

"7. Conclusion: The present JPRC has VerY high 
potential, competent well qualified leadership, and 
all. personnel posses the requires- skills and are well 
motivated toward the mission. 

ncoMMENT: Concur 

"8. Conclusion: Escape and Evasion program conducted 
by the services in SEASIA are progressing in a satis­
factory manner. JPRC is monitoring these programs 
closely in an attempt to standardize casualty, HIA/ 
detainee reporting procedures, 

"COMMEN'I': Concur 
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"a· Coneluaion: 'l'b.e JPRC post-hostilities plan (now 
in arart Corm) is adequate and Hill fulfill the 
prisoner debriefing requ1~ements. 

•co;.l!o!Elll'~ Concur 

"(b) 'l'he AHEO offers the following 1n consideration or 
the CIHCPAC Joint Survey 'l'eam Reco~endations: 

"lO. Recommendation: 'l'hat the 0-~ inteliisenae 
officer's position be retained vice the 0-3 recom-
~ended 1n the new J'l'D. I 

"COlo!M.EN'l': Concur. A f.:l.eld grade at't'icer is 
required for an adVise~ and coordination role on a 
recovery operation. 'l'hree officers are needed for 
necess~ flexibilitr 

areas 
confinement 

~ent of US/FWMAP detainees. 'l'o this end, MACSOG 
should coordinate with 7AP to arrive at a mutual 
agree~ent on sorties, data to be collected, area of 
interest, etc. It required, a SICR should be issued 
to obtain this data. 

11C0}!ME.N'l': Concur. See comment on conclusion 
above. 

ftl2.Recammendation:.•'l'hat COMUSMACV design a stand­
ard procedure tor casuslty/MIA/detainee reporting 
and the mainten~ce or personal data files lphotos, 
authentication systems, emergency addresses, eta.) 
ror use by all services in SEAS!A. 

"cOvW.ENT: The desirability of such a program 
shOUld be examined carefully before implementation 
to be sure that the gains that might accrue are 
worth the cost of the effort. 

"l3.Recommendation: ~hat the JPRC continue in its 
present line of endeavor. It serves an extremely 
useful purpose in that no other organization or 
agenc3 provides a central point or contact or focal 
point for data on MIA/deta1nees 1n SEASIA. 

"cOMMENT: concur. However, the provision or a 
focal point for information is secondary to its 
potential as a recovery agency. 

"l~.l!ecommendat1on: 'l'hat MACSOG "explore the feasi­
bility or developing singleton agent assets specially 
qualified and trained for introduction into NVN ~or 
the purpose of penetrating POW c~ps for intelligence 
purposes and to persuade selected POW guards to 
defe~t with prisoners, or permit clandesting opera­
tions within the prison. 

"CO!·:I~ENT: Concur. 

AnnjCin,.,t ... o 
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N (3) AHEG Recommendations: It is recO!IIIIlendecl that: 

"(a) CIHCPAC Joint Survey Terun recommendations a.a 
concurrecl in by this group be approved , 

•(b) Steps be taken to rocus ARVH attention on the 
oo~eoting or inrormation on US YWa; that.his collec­
tion errort be given priority over all but the most 
urgent'ta.ct1cal requirements; that US aclvisors to 
ARVN intelligence orricers at Corps level and below 
be directed to press this program, and that they be 
provided the means to induce aggressive agent and 
agent penetration operations to recover PWs within 
!iVN. 

"(c) A conference be conducted by COMOSMAOV involv­
ing all potential collectors or VS PW inror.mation in 
LAOS, CAMBODIA and NVH to determine ~proved means and 
coordination on measures required for developing 
greater emphasis on this program, 

"(d) MACV J2 prepare an overall, coordinated collec­
tion plan or program or overriding priority for PW 
information.•• 

·' 

1 COMUSM~CV ltr, dtd 1~ Fel;lrua~ 196a: 
Evaluation Group 
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JPRC HISTORY - 1968 ( 

1 

prerlous yeara • ~XJ)erience in ope:ations, the 2 

Cen r's ~D was revised in 1968. It downgraded tb: p~er, JPRC 3 
billet from an 06 to an 05 grade; and upgraded the Operations/Plans ~ 

position from 0~ to 05. Further, a stenographer (E55 and a.yeoman 5 

6 

7 

-czs) were 

.. 

1n December 1968, was as foll~e: 

Service Grade 

AP ·os 
AP 05 

A 03 
H 04 
A 04 
A E8 
A E7 
A E6• 

8 ' 

9 ' 
10 
ll 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

~ u 
A~ the result ot lessons learned from 19 

action reports, the survival kits were modified to provide 20 

.he evader with all essential items of equipment consistent with 21 

his capability to carry it. Those items which could be pre-packed 22 

into a rucksack Without increasing the possibility or damage were 23 

packed to enable the evader to quickly recover the items and leave 24 

the of the drop. • 25 

26 

27 
28 

29 
In 196~, JPRC represen~t1v~s continue~ to 30 

present briefings on the JPRC mission, organi~ation and personnel 31 

recovery capabilities to aircrews and E&E personnel or the 7th Air 32 

Force, 7th Fleet, and Army Aviation Croups. Live demonstrations 33 

of the on Recove~y System were included in the briefings.• 34 
S Appendix XI to Annex F, COMUSMACV 1966 Command Hiato~y 
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PROGRAM 

North Vietnam 

a • As psrt ot the continuing program to pullllci:e the 

l 

2 

3 

Reward Program tor the recovery and return or J!liasing us personnel, ~ 

~.65 million reward leatlets were wind drifted into.the coastal 5 

plain or NVN on the night or 25 January 1968. 'The area 6 . , 
• covered was from Phu Dien to Dong Hoi and along Highway 1 7 

between Muong Sen and Cua Rao. Plans were made to drop an 8 

additional lq million in these same areas during the rollow1ns 9 

month utilizing c-130 aircratt based at Ubon, Thailand. 10 

b. In July 1968, the Jo1nt Chiefs of Start requested comments ll 

and recommendations from CINCPAC on the desirability of 12 

continuing the reward Leaflet Program in IIVN. '.Chis request 13 

was generated in view or the negative results, up to that time, 14 

and the t'aet eo111111Utlist t1lms au US P\la had made e:.:tensiV.l::.. 15 

propaganda use of the unsuccesdtul efforts on the part or the 16 

US to buy freedom ror downpd aircrews through the Reward Program.• 17 .. 
c. CINCPAC, in reply to the request from the Joint Chie.f's or 18 

Starr, recommended that the reward leaflet program in NVN be 19 

continued, and based this recommendation on the following 

rationale: 

20 

21 

~l) Dissemination of the Reward Program to US combatants 

provides each man with the knowledge that efforts are being made 

to assist him should he become an evadee or PW. Additionally, it 

ensures that the NVN populace is aware or the program. 

n (2) The lea.f'let drops in NVN will propably not aid signifi­

cantly the return of downed pilots because of the internal 

security and population.control exercis~ by.the Oovern~nt or 

North Vietnam (GNVN). However, the fact that the GIIVN finds it 

necessary to counter the leaflet drops with a psychological 

program of their own, attests to their concern on the attempts 

on the part of the United States to convert their population. 

~~s g, 2G2159Z Jul 1969 
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11(3) Discontinuance of the program would bave an adverse 

effect on the =orale of VS pilots held in NVN since propaganda 

l 

2 

.films indicate they ·are aware of the program. It the Reward 3 

Progra= were stopped, Hanoi would impart this tact to US ~ 

"jlriso era. in an errort. to ereate a reeling of hcpeleaenese. •• 5 

South Vietnam. As e. means or stimule.t1ngtthe Reward 6 

SVN, the JPRC, in March 1968, determined tbat leaflet 7 

drops shoUld be made in target areas where intelligence indicated 8 

' ..J PW _c_amps_liq.gbt" be located. II Subsequently, lea1'leta were delivered 9 

over selecte targets in SVN in 1968. 

In order to enlist the assistance of tbe . 
c SVN border in rescuing allied 

lO 

ll 

12 

personnel from enemy detention camps, the JPRC instituted a 13 

Cambodian leaflet program. The leatlet drops were conducted from 1~ 

within-8VN.by--w1!id-aiiftini learl~ta-alone;-target tracks tfiit ---·- 15 - ·~ .... ·- - ·' - -- --
16 r~ th~~~opulated areas ~d co~unication routes in Cambodia.••• 

~~) ~~ 17 

· a. A psychological program,to advertise the JPRC Reward Program 18 

in Laos was initiated in Octobel' 1968. It was determined that 19 

the basic media would be a series of leaflets targeted on 20 

segments of infiltration trails in Laos.•••• 21 

b. The US ~ssion in Vientiane, in November 1968, disapproved. 22 

the leaflet p~ogram in ~aos and stated that: --
_ "Par e. Variety or internal political reasons and the 

___ probabilit;,r of incressing tbe Jeopardy of the downed u.s. 
--· _ pilots in Laos, we do not want any reward lee.tleta addressed 

to the problem or u.s. captured pel'SOnn~l in Laos Pl'Oduced 
or dro ped at this t:l.me • " I 

A revie>1 or the week.l.>' Bl\IGIIT LIGIIT 24 . - . 
me reports 1ndicates that the follo~ing re~ards Wel'e distributed 25 

inl96~ 26 
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e.. A Montagnard 11ource waa rewareed $153 tor proYidiJI& 

1n1'ormat1oo u to tbe J.ocation or 11 VC J'W CllliiP • 

b. A SVN nat:Lcmal, who belped return~ to 

l 

2 

3 

US control, vu :rewarded $153· I; 

c. A $200 :reward wu paid 5 

team who recovered the bol!1 6 

1n Laoa a1nce 1967. 1 

4. A Vietnamese source was rewarded $30 tor va11d_intormat1on 8 .. 
on tbe location or a PW c11111p which was raided in Operatioa !I 

MILWAUKEE ROAD 1n Jul7 3.!168. 10 

e. ~e crew or a SVN fishing boat, who re~cued en RF 101 ll 

pilot ott the Vietnam coa~t was paid UOO. 12 

t. A SVN aol41er, who e~capecl the VC, was pa1cl $300 tor 13 

providing information on the a tat~ ot two llS c1 villan 1~ 

priaonera captured by the vc. • 15 

g, Two SVN 110urces were pai~ $400 tor helping recover the 16 

~0~ 17 

;/" :. ~LIOENCE 18 
_ dollectio He uirements 1!1 

to continuously pUblicize 20 

the need tor information relative to the 1dent1t1cat1on, locat1cn, 21 

and recovery ~t missing and captured personnel, COMUSMACV, 1n 22 

March 1968, Pllbliahed a more comprehensive Prisoner or Wa.r 23 

Specific Intelligence Collection Requirement (SICR D-7CX-20000) 24 

which superseded SICR D-1E6-l~883. So that the JPRC could 25 

receive intelligence 1nro~tion rapidly e~ough to react to 26 

it, collector•, under MACV control, were taoked by the new 27 

SICR to report PW intelligence lntormat1on-Alrectly to the 28 

Center by the moot expeditious means con~istent W1th aeeur1ty 29 

and the value ot' the 1nt'o:rmat1on. 3D 
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~ '~the ~ew SICR was developed, 1n~~rmat1on requirements r ' z:;~:w~O placeS of COnfinement, C81l!Jl •llCCSSSillility 1 Cllmp 

security, an~ identification or prisoners were extracted tram 

the SICR and published as a Significant Information 

Requirement (SIR), The SIR, in turn, was translated into 

Vietnamese for distribution within the RepUblic or Vietnam 

_ ' ~roes. • A copy or the SIR is contained in ~ab 6. _ 

E?~ ~S l:NT I~ORAmlOM OF AGREEMENT 
l. ( Operation TEXAS CREST 

On 27 Pebruar7 1968, nine crewmen bailed out or a Navy 

ldrarett that was .shot do~tn over Laos. During the search end 

rescue (SAR) operations (TEXAS CREST) being conducte~ by 

JSARC, seven or the crewmen were rescued by helicopter. An 

eighth crewman was contacted bY voice radio, but could not be 

picked up because of helioopte; hoist problems and impending 

darkness. The ninth.man was ~9t contacted, 

b. JSARC launche¢ another recovery force at tiret light on 
~ . 

28 February; however, no contact was made with the eighth crewman, 

and it was assumed he had broken or lost his radio during the 

pickup attempt on the previous day, JSARC decided that a 

limited ground search would be required, and requested the 

JPRC provide the~ a BRIGHT LIGHT team for this purpose. 

c. Because of the delay encountered in obtaining clearance 

Initially, the team was landed in a secondary SAR area because of 

bad weather at the bailout site, Due to heavy fire, the team was 

extracted, In the afternoon or the 29th, tbe team was . -
again launched but returned to Nahkon Phanom, Thailand when 

the area where the survivor had been seen on the previous day 

could not be accurately relocated, The SAR was subsequently 

ed due to the lack or an objective. 

Jul 68, SubJ: Recovery or Missing and 
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or Ag,.eement 

or Operation ~XAS CREST, the JPRC initiated a 

1 

2 

proposal that the Joint Memol'andum of Agreement witll the 7th 3 

Air Perce and the American Embassy, Vientiane be revised. The ~ 

JPRC pointed out that the agreement ovqrlooked t~e.9perationel 5 

111 tuation where the JSARC had to el!lploy ground search teams 6 . . 
to carr,y out ita rescue mission, It was recommended tha~ the 

a(!;l'eement be re"r1 tten to permit the Ji'RC to furnillh (!;l'ound 

7 

8 

search teams to the JSARC on an emergency basis without turther 9 

clearance but with the understanding that close coordination 10 

would be established as soon as possible.• 11 

~. Following working, level discussions, the Joint ~emorandum 12 

of Agreement was modified to permit the JPRC to fUrnish a 13 

ground seBl'ch team fol' SAR employment ~n Laos, on request, 1~ 

prior to terzdnation or SAR efforts.•• 15 

·' 

CSOQ ltl' Of 9 Mal' 6B, Subj: Impl'oved Reaction Time fol' 
Laos (U) 

· C ltr of l2 Apl' 68, Subj: V1entiane-JPRC Joint Memorandum 
• of Agreement (U) 
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~ '~E IONS - 1968 

f~""~..::jf Operational Procedures. MACSOO, in January 1968, by 

~- me s or an internal direct~ve, updated soa branch and section 

reapons1b1litiee and procedures tor implementing personnel recovery 

actions. The directive is round in TAB 7 and ie p~o!i~ed for 

purposes or tuture analysis. In accordance with the MACSOtl internal 

organization, and as listed in the directive, the JPRd is OP~BO, 
-the Operations and Tra~ng Division ie OP-30, and the Ground Studie8 

Group ie 

Operations 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

a 
9 

10 

Subsequent to the tasking or intelligenc~ collectors 11 

in tbe £ield to provide the JPRC with PW iRrormation ~y tbe most 12 

expeditious means, the center began to receive a great volume l3 

or tenuous information on PW sigbtings_ within a few hours arter l~ 

it bad occurred. Thie brought fO light the problems ot r~id 15 

operational reaction required ~o exploit this type of training 16 

information. Formerly eao~operation was care£ully planned with 17 
~ 

confirmed intelligence along traditional lines, and no PW 18 

operations coUld be conducted without JPRC coordination and 19 

approval. This type or exercise yielded virtually no results. 20 

Analysis showed that the enemy was taking advantage or planning 21 

delays, and was moving prisoners whenever a security leak was 22 

s'uspeeted. 23 
• change 

(b). In April 1968, COMUSMACV issuea a new poliey;encpuraging 2~ 

r~eld commanders to be alert to the possibil~ty of taking 25 

immediate action to recover captured o. s. personnel when 26 
that 

sufficient information was available, The tact )escaped PWs might 27 

be able to lead the first forces they cont~ted_to the location 28 

where other PWs were being held, was sighted as en example of 29 

perishable information, Since a situation Of this kind Offered 30 
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the best, and somet1mea, tbe only possibilitY or recovery. l 

As an additional means or encouraging rapid reaction to 

bighlJ' perishable PW 1nl>elligenco, COMUSMACV, in April 1968, 

2 

3 

cancelled the requirement which required prior approval or ~ 

the JPRC be:t'ore recovery operations aould he _co.!lstueted. 11 5 

(c). Encouraged by several very successfUl recovery 
: 

operations :following the policy change in April, COMU~CV, 

6 

7 

in September 1968, re-emphasized the importance or field 8 

forces to take :l!!lmediate aation. to recover PWs whenever 9 

evidence was available. •• lO 

MACSOG concluded that: 12 

na, Prior to 1968, JPRC had conducted 16 PW recovery opera­
tions with only one success wherein 20 Vietnamese prisoners were 
recovered. 13 additional raids wer~ cancelled because intelli­
gence could not be surr1c1entl;v developed. lt was ev:l.aent 
that information reporting was too slow and inaccurat~and 
operational response was even poorer, ~oo much time was spent 
in trying tG develop a class~cal intelligence case and a tradi­
tional operation with detailed planning and rehearsal. In 
the sp~ing or l96B, the JPHC policy was redirected toward 
raster inputs and immediate local exploitation or the informa­
tion acquired. The intelligence collection effort was signi­
ficantly increased and broadened to include all agencies in 
SEA. The result has been that in 1968 JPRC bas conducted 
32 PW ~ecover,y operations Wlth 8 successes yielding a total or 
155 SVN military and political prisoners. Only one operation 
was cancelled for lack of intelligence development. 

"b, In the rield or post-sAR operations ror the recovery of 
evading aircrewmen, JPRC opportunities have continued to decline 
with the increase in SAR capabilities. Prior to 1968, JPRC had 
executed 13 post-SAR missions with 5 partial successes, 5 live 
aircrewmen and 13 bodies were recovered, In 1968, air activity 
over hostile territory was sharply curtailed and SAR fercea 
achieved an in-flight refueling capability, The result has been 
that in l96S JPRC had only 5 post-SAT alerts and co~leted but 
two missions. ~lthou&h 5 bod1ea were ~ecovered from a downed 
helo in Cambodia, rest~ictions against launching recoverY 
missions ga1nst kno~ PW camps in Cambod~a ~ecained in effect."••• 

) Chronology or Operations - 1968. Following is the 13 

chronology of recovery operations as reported by th~ JPRC l~ 

during 1968. 15 

S C USMACV Msg, 210q55z Apr l96S 
OMUSMACV Msg, lU2lOZ Sept 1968 

S) MACSOO Year-End Rev1ew 1968 

( . 
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a, Reeoverv operations , 1-1 January 19681 

4th Infantry Division Ne5otiatione 

(~) A ~PRC representative V1~1ted the 4th Infantry 

Di v:!,aion at Pleiku and was briefed on the statU!! ot thia 

aativit;y, . . . 
(2) A NVN ~oldier captured approximate~ two months 

: 
ago has agreed to carry a message to the B-3 Front Commander. 

A suitable backup courier is on hand, and all documents 

and plana have been prepared to carry out the operation. 

However, co, 4th Intantry Division considers it adVisable 

to wait until after TET"to release the messenger, JPRC 

concurs. 

post in the VicinitY .. 
sighted in VC hands 

in the vicinity or 
(3) Intelligence agencies in the Dong Tam - My Tho area 

intensified their collection efforts, 2nd Brigade, 9th 

Division, a~ Dong Tam was briefed on the available information 

and agreed to conduct a recovery operation if a sUitable 

opportunity arose, 

(4) On 10 Jan 68 a JPRC representative,~ departed 

for Dong Tam to act as liaison between JJRC and 9th Division, 

(5) The Situation did nob develop to the point that an 

operation could be condHcted, 

(6) At l2lll5H Jan 68, an armed helicopter from the 11~ 

Assault Helicopter Company attacked a sampan at coordinates 

contained and two VC guards, 

recovered, one of the guards was killed, and the 

other guard orobably escaped. 

l37/0912~sz Jan ~a 
272/161852Z Jan o8 
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Lone: Binh. He did not receive 11113 wounds or inJuries and 

his present health and welfare ie good. 

by agents of the 525th HI Group. 

He is being debriefed 

c, Recovery Operations . 16-22 January 19681 

(1) operation OLD CROW . 

(a) 'l'lUs is 

(b) ahot down at 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

crewmel!lbers ejected' 9 

from the bomb bay, followed by three crew members from the 

pilots compartment. Weather precluded immediate 

recover? attempts. 

(c) A SAR hellcopterJ,@•iii••Jr.. craa;ed at 

l51727H While en route to the area 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

crew members were suspected to be downed. By l71~4GH 15 

Jan 68 all 1'i ve crewmen iii) and th,;;;; of the 16 

seven crewmen of(ji SAR efforts 17 

continuad, but were hampered because of weather, 18 

(d) At l91200H Jan 68, Chief, SOG, approved proposal 19 

to use two BRIGHT LIGHT teSJllll to search the areas in which 20 

the ~ crewmen were downed, ~ 7th AF, 21 

was briefed on the proposal and approved the allocation of 22 

air assets to support the operation. 23 

(e) At 200910H two CH-3 helicopters with BRIGHT LIGHT 2~ 

teama aboard, departed Nakhon Phanom (NKP) for the 25 

insertion area. While en route, one helicopter was roroed 26 

down by mechanical difficulties. Landing was made at 27 

(THAILAND), ano the other aircraft set down 28 

nearby. A spat-e nel1eol'ter arri'led and both te= '!lroeeeded 29 

on their mission. After landing for fuel at LIMA SITE 30 

36 (L-36) 1n Laos, the helicopter continued, Teams were 31 

unable t.o rind su:l.t.able landing s1 te 1n the target area, 32 

Fuel supply ""d approaching darkness forced the helicopters to 33 

return to NKP via L-36. Mission was to be atte~ted again 3~ 

35 
~27/231301Z Jan 6a 
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(t) IU.ss1on was not executed on .21 January because of l 

bad weather and additional planning necessitated by lack 

or landing site and hostile fire encountered the 

previous day, At 2117000 a meeting was held by JPHC 

task force commander at NKP to deter=ine it all elements 

2 

3 

b 

5 

involved in the operation could support the proposed concept. 6 

The representatives of the helicopter un1t, 1who were 7 

responsible for insertion or the teams into the target area, 8 

coulcl not support the concept as proposed because or hoist 9 

limitations or CH-3 helicopters. Since no suitable 10 

alternat1 ves were available, a cleciaion was l!lllde to cancel ll 

operations. 12 

<sl On 22 Janllal'}' a strong radio signal was received 13 

from the target srea and a rescue helicopter was sent to 14 

investigate, As the JO~Y GREEN made its approach to the 15 

area, it came under extr:~mely heavy ground tire. It ie sus- lo 
pectecl that the area is now under positive enemy control, 17 . 

" and that the remaining crewmen of PREVIEW Ol are 1n 16 

their hands, 19 

(2) Operation BLACK KNIGHT, Phase I of this operation 20 

(Intelligence collection) is continuing. Several promising 21 

contacts have been establishecl with'loca1 fishermen and 22 

businessmen »ho operate in the area in which CPT ~owe is 23 

suspected to be held. ~h1s effort is being eonauete~ ~ith 24 

as much caution as possible so as not to disclose the special 25 

interest involved, 26 

(3) Operation TEAMSTER 27 

(a) The suspecte~ PW campsite 

under surveillance during the 

PRU unit. No enemy activity was observed. 

28 

29 

30 

(b) This operation is being dropped from the active 31 

Ust of projects. 32 
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(~) Operation DAMP ABBEY. There have been no new 

developments in this operation, and it is being dropped 

from the 

( 5) llim!!!:!Ul'!/. 

incomplete information 

~USMC, and 

been returned to u.s. control. 

captured on 

on 28 December 1966 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

individuals are reported to be under- ll 

me'U<~al treatment in the 2nd Surgical Hospital, Chu La1. l2 

(b) The 1ndi vi duals were recovered 1n the vicinity or 13 

Tam Ky. Whether or not they were released voluntarily l~ 

by the VC, or recaptured by u.s. action has not been 15 

determined. 16 

(a)"On 18 

vioWily reported KIA on .7 January 1968, 19 

-reported MIA on 7 Januar~ 1968 were 20 

control at Danang. 21 

(b) The ~en allegedly e~caped when their VCA guard 22 

~llM~~. 23 

(c) Both men are in good physical condition and are 2~ 

undergoing debrie£1ng at Headquarters, III MAF, Danang. 25 

control after being released by 

230700H Jan, l5km west of Tam Ky 

LCPL, .USMC, 

to u.s. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

~~USMACV Msg, 5~5/301~17Z Jan 68 
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captured l~ Hay 1967. and l 

After initial ~dical 2 

exwnination and an o'lernight stay at Chu La1 where theY 3 

were interrogated for tactical inf~ation 4 

was transterred to III MAl', Danang, 5 

2~tb Arrey Evac Hospital at Long Binh. Both rere unaer 6 

MI escort. 7 

(c) Initial debrief indicated that both men had been 8 

led away from their prison canp and walked for eight days 9 

before being released. They stated that they knew 10 

nothing or other u.s. P\ls or the .location of their camp. ll 

However, about 25200H under detailed exam1nation,JIIillll 12 

··~J~cha.ngecl his story and aclml.tted walking only four 13 

days from the camp, and stated 10 other U.S. PWs were in l~ 

the camp. He could identity three, ana con!'i1:'1!1 the.....leath 15 

of another. ·' 16 

when confronted with this evidence, 17 

also changed his story. He produced a 

written list naming 10 U,S, PWs alive in the camp, confirmed 

the death or another (same men name0 

and gave information which may or a 

16 

19 

:20 

21 

caucasian living with the VC guards at the camp. 22 

(e) :ertorts are continuing to determine the location or 23 

this camp, 24 

(2) Proposed Release of Pilots by NVN, A meeting was held 25 

at Tan Son llhut AB at 2!il530H Jan 6S, to. discuss plans for 26 

27 

28 

the immediate future. Participants included representatives rrom29 

JPRC, 7th AP E&E 01'1'ice, 7th AF Inrorma tion orrice, NAVFORV, and 30 

Det 5, 6499th SAG. 31 

(3) Operation NINE LIVES (4th Infantry Division Negotiation.) 32 

This operation was initiated on 3< Jan 6S, with the release or 33 

a NVA prisoner with a message ror the B-3 Front Commander from 34 

co, 4th Division suggesting a battlefield exchange of PWs, 35 

r, ~ ;:;r------
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e. Recovery operations , 31 January - 5 February 19681 

Operation NINE LIVES 

l 

2 

(1) A PW, PVT Nguyen Van Be, 3rd Battalion, 174th ~~A 3 

Regiment, captured on 15 November 1967, in the battle Tar 4 

Da.Jc To, was released at 0850 hours, 30 Januar:y :!.968, at 5 

coordinates The PW carried a letter from the 
I 

6 

CG 4th Infantry DiVision to Commander B-3 Front. 7 

(2) The letter stated that the CG 4th Infantry DiVision 8 

was prepare~ to execute a direct exchange of one NVA officer 9 

and eight NVA enlisted men ror one u.s. Warrant Officer end lO 

eight enlisted men held captiVe by the ll-3 Front, Also the U 

CQ 4th Infantry Division stated he would be prepared to l2 

negotiate. The CG ll-3 Front could communicate his repli by 13 

either messenger or radio. Radio frequencies, dates (1 Mar 1~ 

t9 1 Mar 68) and time for communications were includej_ lS 

(3) The PW was instructed to deliver the letter personally 16 

to the CQ B-3 Front. ~en last observed the PW was walking 17 ,.. 
at a quick Pace west on Highway 512 towards the Canbodian 18 

border. 19 

f. Recovery Operations, 6-12 February 196811 20 

(1) Operation BLACK KN!ORT. (Attempt to release~ 21 

Phase I (in~elligence collection) is continuing. 22 

(2) Recovery Ooerat1on at Sang Be 23 

(a) On 11 February 1968, JPRC received a ~eport from 2~ 

lst Brigade lOlst Airborne Division, Song Be, that a PW 25 

camp containing 30 US PWa is located .along the Bong Be River 26 

at appro:Umately- 27 

(b) A JPRC repre•entative was dispatched to Song Be 28 

to verify the 1nfo~at1on, and start coordination or 29 

recovery plan. It was learned that further contact with 30 

information source was to be made 12 February to obtain 31 

precise location of the camp and identit~ or PWs. 32 

OMUSI·lACV Msg, 6~5/06l2~8Z Peb 68 
CINCPAC 11sg, l60209Z Feb 68 
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On 15 Februa~, a VC defector from the camp is 

due to report to 1st Brigade Headquarters, and may be 

1 

2 

willing to lead a recove~ torce to the camp site. 3 

(d) Coordination is being effected with MACV COC and l/101 ~ 

Airborne to mount a recovery operation if ;n~~rmation is 5 

confirmed. 6 

g. Recovery Operations, 13-19 February 1966• 
( 

7 

.(1) Operation RIVER SPIKE (Recove~ Operation at Song Be) 8 

(a) See BRIGHT LIOHT report for 6-12 February 1968. 

(b) Further contact with the source was made an 12 

9 

10 

February, and a description and drawing or the camp was 12 

obtained including alleged disposition of PWs, pefensive 13 

measures and tentative location at~ An alleged 1~ 
VC interrogator was scheduled to. come out between 15 and 15 

1B February, and provide,addit1ona1 information. 16 

(c) Source was again·•contacted at 170900, but the VC 17 

interrogator had not come out •. A recovery operation was 18 
~ . 

launched at 171015 using U.S. Special 'Forces Det. B-56 l9 

SIOMA assets and air support from II FPV. 20 

(d) The objective area was thoroughly searched by 21 

ground torces and helicopters, employin~: ao\U'ae :as guide. 22 

No evidence ot the PW camp was found. Forces were extracted 23 

at 171630. 

(e) Source ia.being intensively debriefed. This 1a 25 

the cloaing report. 26 

(2) Dperation L!NCOLN L!GHT (Recove~ operation at Ban Me Thuot~1 

(a) JPRC received information on 18 Februa~ of PW camp 28 

vicinity- Camp was reportedJ>y e.11capee, and· 29 

alle~:eC!ly contains nine U.S,, 29 VN and 32 Montagnard PWs, 30 

Source has given names of important VN PWs, and · 

has identified area of camp from air on visual recce. 

?hiNCPAC Msg, 210100Z Feb 68 
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(b) JPRC representative was dispatched to Ban Me Thuot 1 

( 2D Pebruary to evaluate information and coordinate potential 

recovery operation. Tactical forces will be US Special. 3 

Porces Det :s-~0 OMEGA assets and 173rd Airborne Brigade. h 

(c) B-50 reconnaissance team was infiltrated at 5 

200900L to verify report and camp location. Operation for 6 

PW recovery planned if reconnaissance warrants. 

h. Recovery Operations 2D-26 February 19661 

7 

B 

_(1) Operation LINCOLN LIGHT 9 

(a) JPRC received information on 18 Pebru~ or PW 10 

Camp V:l.Cinity 

allegedly COI~ta!iiiid 

Camp was reported by escapee,.and 

u.s., 29 VN and 32 Montsgnard PWs. . 
1:!. 

12 

(b) New information gained from other releasees 13 

same PW camp indicated camp mov~d to~ Reconnaissance 1~ 
telllll movecl south to new location. Team made contact 15 

2ll300H with six VC l,oqp meters from PW camp site. 16 

Team extracted uncler cover air strike. 17 
~ . 

(c) One ARVN NCO escaped from PW camp during contusion lS 

caused by air strike. He returned to friendl' control on 19 

23 February and verified presence or 31 SVN PWs. 20 

(d) Two companies l73rd Airborne landed 220930H to 21 

sweep area.. Third company landecl 231500H to block escape 22 

to east. Five reconnaissance teams inserted around area to 23 

watch exit trails. 24 

(e) ~t 23l6~DH abandoned PW camp locatedJIIIIIIIII[] 25 

Had been vacated 2~ to ~8 hours. Elements of l73rd Airborne 26 

completed sweep 2~ Februar, with no contact, and were 

extracted 25 Februa~. 

27 

2E 

(r) At 2~10~5H trail watch team round blood trail at 29 

, I Trail followed tollllllliiKwhere lost at 30 

• I . arns unable to relocate trail and were exf1ltrated 3! 

on 25 February. 

?~CPAC Msg, 280026Z Feb 68 
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This is Qlosing ~port. 

(2) Operation DUVAL SANDS (Recovery operation in Hue area) 

(a) On 23 February, two US Plls escaped boOla group o;f 21 

1'1/s 1n transit vicinity- These escapees were 

members or 525th MI OP captured on 1 February at Hue and ....... 
were able to account for whereabouts and condition of 25 

other US PWs. : 

(b) Five Pile in poor physical condition held in 

fortified NVA camp v1c1n1tylllllllllas of l9 Febru~. 
One PW separated from rest in South Hue 4 February. 

Remaining l9 PWs proceeding west fro~on root with 

tour guards. Stated destination permanent camp seven days 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

walk west, 13 

(c) JPRC representation in Danang planned to insert 14 

two 13RIOII'l' LIOII'l' teams to intercept PW party on 26 February. 1~ 

Reaction rorae, First Air Cavalry, standing by tol!rrect 16 .. 
rescue if contact is made. Insertion delayed because of 11 

:z.ero ze'ro weather. • As of 271600H unable to insert. 18 

i. Recovery Operations 1 27 February-5 March 1968~ 

(l) Operation DUVAL SANDS. Insertion of the BRIGHT LIGHT 

teams was delayed until 2BllOOH because or bad weather in 

objective area. Two teams move~ into am~ush positions. 

No contact With PW group established and teams extracted 

Ol1300H March, This is closing report. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

(2) Operation TEXAS CREST (Recovery or Navy OP2E Crew 25 

Members in Laos) 26 

(a) Dn 27 Pebruary 1968, nine crewmen bailed out of a 27 

Navy OP2E aircraft that was shot down ·over Laos. Seven were 28 

rescue~ by SAR helicopters. The eighth crewman was locate~ 29 

but contact was lost at sunset before rescue was effecte~. 30 

On 28 February, Joint Search and Rescue Center (JSARC) 31 

requested JPRC proVide BRIGHT LIGHT team for SAR employment. 32 

·, :.?' .... """" '""'" 
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The plan vas to insert the team at the location l 

or the known downed crewman on 28 February to conduct a 2 

llml. ted area ground searcl:l and extract the team the same 3 

day. A delaY vas encountered 1n obtaining permission 

!'ram AMEJ.IB Vientiane and perml.ss1Dn W118 final~ granted 5 - -. 
tor operations on 29 February. 

(c) A team was ~nserted briefly in the ~arning of 

29 February at a eecondary landing zone 'because of 'bad 

6 

7 

8 

weather in the prime search area. The;,r were extracted 9 

because or heavy tire in the I.Z. The primary area was 10 

searched tor three hours !'rom the air in the afternoon 11 

but the survivor's location could not be p1npa~nted 12 

sufficiently to warrant insertion of the team. 13 

(d) The SAl! effort ltas terminated at l700H on 29 :t4 

February because at laok of objective (no contact sinoe 15 

27 February). The BRIGII3' LIGH'l' telllllll were returned to 16 

Danang 292230H. 17 . 
(e) "special reconnaissance Will 'be flown over the a:rea 16 

continUing through 6 March in order to detect evidence l9 

of survivors. JPRC is prepared to immediately launch 20 

teams to the area if the crewmen are located. Steps are 21 

being taken to streamline procedures with Vientiane in 22 

order to expedite such emergency assistance to JSARC. 23 

(1) Operation BLACK KNIGHT. This operation ia sti~l 

active and intelligence collection as t 

is proceeding slowly. 
- --- I 

j. Recovery Ooerations. 6-12 March 1968• 

aperation TSXAS CREST 

location 

2~ 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(l) See weekly BRIGHT LIGHT report for 27 Pebruary-5 March l96E29 

(2) Special reconnaissance was flown over the TEXAS CREST 30 

area during the period 2-7 March. No signs of activity associated 31 

with possible survivors were observed. 

(3) This 1s closing report. 

32 

33 

~~AC !lsg, 1223532 Mar 68 
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k. llecoven 0perat1on!l • 13-19 MarCh 19681 

Operation RINS LIVES. i'bere ball been no contact with 

the B-3 Prout C0111111ander bll' radio or letter. 'l'hia operation 

dropped troa aat1Ye l1st pending rurtber develapaents, 

1. Recoven Operations . 20-26 March 1968'!'!. - ·-

(1) .A1IVN Recovery Operation in Di Linb Area~ On 21 Marcb 

the 23rd ARW Ranger Bn received a report tram one ot"tbe1r 

two llS advisor:~ 

The advison 

MI OP, ve:re captured 181200B Hsrch 

1968. At present, the 23rd ARVN Ranger Bn ia aearahing tor . . 
the PW camp. 

(2) On 13 MarCh prior 

to conducting an operation the SEAL unit at 

can Tho requested a pboto recce, Tbe photos showed wnat 
·' appeared to be occupied PW cages. Their operation wae post­

poned and ~oordination'tor possible PW recovery operation 

w~ accomplished with JPRC, The SEAL unit has tentatively 

planned a ral.d in tlUs area on or about l April. 

m. Recovery gperat1ons. 27 March-2 April 1968•~~ .. 

(1) ARVN Recovery Operation in D1 L1nh Area, The 23rd ARVN 

or the area in which 

were reported to be held, 

e1ng held 1n or near the 

suspected area, This operation h69 been terminated, 

(2) SEAL Operations in Rach Gia Area: No developments as 

of closing t1Me ot this report. 

I" :r 6P 
ilpr 6b 

. ' 

19204 3Z Mar 68 
, l636/261055Z 

~~SMACV Msg, 1779/021159Z 
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(b) '!he VC Securi t:r Cb:1er or PDu Long Dilltri.ct • vbo 

is also deputy camp commander or a detention ~. wan~ 

l 

2 

to detect and bring tour us Plfs nth hilll. ROrc aOUl'Ces 3 

are 1n contact nth represent&t1ve& or the securttr cb1et, ~ 

and have been told that they will be proVided.~be names or 5 

tbe us i'lla. The valltnty or the atoey v1l.l ti 

( ~) Operation DADE BEACH 

(a) On 28 March, JPRC received information that an llP 

escaped trom a PW camp in the Vicintty or 

The RP soldier stated that he had seen two US 

soldiers at the camp and was willing to lead a recoveey 

rorce to the camp site. • 

(b) A JPRC represent~t1ve vent to Danang to coordinate a 

BRIO~ LIG~ operatipn. SOG rorces were alerted, and were .. 
moved to an area !rom which they could be launched into the 

target area. Planning continued through 2.9-30 March. !l'he 

source made an aerial reconnaissance and confirmed the 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

l2 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l!l 

20 

general location or the alleged camp. Insert or a BRIGHT 21 

LIGHT te~ waa scheduled ror 31 March with appropriate 22 

reaction rorces standing by • 23 

(c) On 29 March, s US Marine patrol was operat~ng 2~ 

approximately ~-5 kilometers north of the ouspected camp 25 
ai.te. 'Enelllll acti.vity rorced them to !1-evia.te 1'1.-cm their 

planned patrol route, and they traversed the area which 27 

the BRIGHT LIGHT telllll was scheduled to search, At the 28 

suspected site they round an abandoned bivouac site, 29 

(d) The Marine patrol conducted a thorough search oi' the 30 

area in which the camp was suspected to be, further search 3l 

was considered unnecessary and this operation was terminated. 32 
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n. Recoven Operations , 3-9 April 1968: 

(1) SBAL Operations 1n Rach Oia Area. The SEAL te8111 waa 

inaerted on April l but hu not )let ranched the buildinl!; and 

1 

2 

3 
cage shCITID 1n pl'e-Btr11ce photograph, 'l'be investigation or this -

area 1B a aecondar7 mission and Will be accomplished when 

feasible, 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 
(3) 9th DiVision Operation in Lens An Province, On 26 March 12 

• 
a source or the 9th MID reported two US PWs in tran=it l3 

By 5 April after several transient 1 ~ 

luded that sufficient information was 15 

available for the 9th Division to conduct sweep Vicinlt)' l6 
·' 

Operation was condueted with three comp!Ulies on 1'1 

ind1cat1o~a or US PWs were found in the area. l8 

(~) PRU Operation near Ban Me Thuot, On 6 April JPRC w~ 19 

a Mantagnard had escaped from PW camp Vioinitl' 20 

abandoned soon after the Montagnard escaped, 

o, Recovery Operations l0-16 Acril 19681 • 

(l) PRU Operation near Ban Me Thuot (RECAPITULATION) 

(a) On 6 April 68 JPRC was info;;ed that a Montagnerd 

had escaped from a vc PW camp in the vicinity 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 
on 3 April, Held at this camp were three US civilians captured ;: 

OMUSMACV Msg, 1913/0912122 Apr 68 
COMUSMACV Msg, 203~/1612092 Apr 68 
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was a briet contact with a vc element as tne"force was 

' landed b)' helicopter. The camp wae enteredt but .t'ound 

recently abandoned. Pigs and c!Ucken:s were found cqed, 

and a large rice st.ock vss located. PW bld.ldings were 

open, and the layout vao aa described b)' the eouroe. 

The terce waa e::U'il trated on the morning o.t' 8 April, 

(c) 'l'he source provided outstanding service, and wu 

rewarded 18,000 $'vN ($153 'OS) as providad tar ~dar MACV 

Reward Progrlllll. He plans on retW"lling to the area to 

search tor the new location ot the PW camp as soon as he 

able (he is currently suffering tram Tuberculosisr;" 

is 

·' (2) Intelligence Collection £ffort in the Cambodian 

Border Are;,. 

(a) On ll April JPR~ received a report trom the 25th 

Infantry Division that a VC PW camp containing 24 US 

PWs was located in the Vicinity of several 

hundred meters tram the Cambodian border. This is a VC 

o trongh o"J.d. 

(b) In an attempt to fix the location or the camp the 

following steps are being taken: 

1· The source who was allegedly a prisoner at the 

camp will be flown over the area7 

~- Photo reconnaissance will be rlown. 

,l. An indigene.,. source or the 5i5th IU Gp was 

scheduled to be sent into the area on lq April • 

326 Engr Bn, lst Bde, 101 Abn Div, APO San Francisco, 963~7 
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(a) On the afternoon of 15 April 68 1 

:returned to US control 1n Ba.o Loa, Lam Dong Province, RVN. 2 (b-who had been captured on 2 Ma:rch 1968 in the 3 

Vicinity of Phan Thiet, RVN, escaped on l April while being ~ 

moved to an area his guards identi1'1ed as the Liberation 5 

Army Headqua:rtesoa. ln making good his esc~~~ Iiiii 6 

killed two or his r:l.'le guards. The other three "ere 7 

asleep.llllllllevaded i~ the a:rea northwest of Ba~ Lee S 

until the mo:rn.1ng or 15 April when he reached Hwy 20 about 9 

7 km southwest of Baa Lee. A Vietnamese civilian aided him 10 

1n reaching Baa Lac and US Advisory Team 38. 11 

( c-clai,;ed not to have Been MJ' oth.er PWs l l:! 

however, on the a:tterncon of 27 oso 26 March he was told 13 

that he was 1000 to 2000 meters ~rom a hospital where two l~ 

wounded us PWs, a lieutepant and a PFC were being _!!!ld. 15 

(Probably captured 16 

east or Baa Lee on ~a March 1968.) 17 

(d)~On the masoning of 16 April,llllllilwas flown on a 18 

visual reconnaissance and estimated his position on 27-28 19 

Marcil to be vicinity~ An attelllJlt will be made to 20 

locate the hospital near this position in which the two 21 

wounded US are held. 22 

s being debriefed at the 2~th Evac Ho~pital, 23 

Long .2~ 

p. Recovery Operations, 17-23 April 1968~. 25 

(1) Re<>overy Operation near Sa Dec 26 

(a) On 19 Aprtl the Navy Intelligence Liaison Officer 27 

(NILO) at Sa Dec reported that a Vietname&e had esaaped 28 

from a PW camp vicinity- The escapee believed two 29 

US PWs were held 1n a pagoda at that location, and had 30 

heard their voices. He had not seen the US captives, but had 31 

heard the guards talking about them. 32 

./' COMUSNACY lisg, 21~5/231230Z Apr 68 
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(b) Latel' em lS April, a aeconcl escapee oCIDt1rlle4 

tbe report Dr tbe J.ocatioJl Of tbe J'll CSllp; belieVer 1 tJIO 

second IIOIU'Ce had 110 latowleclge ot US Plfs. 

(c) Ao a re~~ul.t or this 1nrormatio11, tbe US adVisor at 

Sa Dec c01!.4ucted a11 air~~abile a.seaul.t em tbe .Jill camp usiiiS 

Vietnamese Regional. Forces. The rorce was landed at 
I 

221530H and extracted at 221830K. The irdtial report cllli= 

eight enei!IY nA1 three captured, and aQIIIII munitiol!ll 

captured. No PW prisoners round. No .friendly casualties. 

(2) SEAL Operation" in Rscb Ois Area. SEAL operatiODll were 

terminated in this area witbout reaching the secondBr7 

objective. This objective was to investigate a bUilding ~ound 

on pre-mission photograpby which resembled a P\1 cage, ~e 

:reconnaissance team was pinned down b;v heav;y tire !llld ~o:rced 

to extiltnte on 13 April. • Since there is no e'ddenc:e... or P'J 

being he:l;d in th11! area antt'no indication the buildings seen 

in the phoRograpb were~n uoe, thio target is not considered 

worth further ex.penditure or resources. 

to locate the alleged VC hospital in the Baa Lac area, Aerial 

infra-red reconnaissance and camouflage.detection photography 

are being !lawn this week. The general area pointed out by 

h1a visual re-connaissance on -i-6 April wao vicinity 

A JPRC representative will arrive in Bao Loa 2~ 

April to collate results or reconnaissance and recommend 

rurtbar action. 
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/ 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

the alleged VC bollp1tlll 1dent11'1ed 8 

bll Martin 1n hie debrief have not produced eUfl'ic1ent g 

1J1tormat:l.on to launch a recovery operation. JPRC will 

continue attempts to localize the facility vherilllllllll 
10 

ll 

l2 may ll!f held. • 

nat:l.onal lfbo helped 13 

11S control,_ has been paid an 18,000 14 

p:l.uter reward ($153). !-ocal publicitll was given to stimulate l5 

rsporting on the locatio~ of 

r, Recovery Operations '· 

" (l) Recover 

16 

17 

18 

USA, was recovered 19 

during a helicopter gunship raid on a VC base Clllllp area in 20 

Kien Giang ProVince, (VS grid aquare) a break 21 
I 

from his captors as the gunships attacked and was picked up 22 

by helicopter. 23 

(b) ....,as taken to ;?~th Med Evac hoapital. in Long 2~ 
Binh for medical treatment and debriefing. He had been 25 

MIA since 20 March 68 when hie o-1 birddog was overdue from a 26 

recce flight out of Chau Lang v1cin1t;... Initial 27 

debrie1'ing indicates. the 0-l pilot "!!!' ki~led 1n the 'crash, 28 

He has no knowledge or other US PW. 

Msg, 2279/30l258Z Apr 68 
Ms.o:, 2~00/07ll13Z Hay 68 
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Operation DAYTON INDIAN 

(a) lltb ACR (BLACK HORSE) received information during 

1 

2 

week 22 April that three caucasian PWe were held by VC 3 

v1cin1t- 'l.'hey conducted 1ntendve recce but did ~ 
not locate PW. 5 

(b) French director or Ong Que rubber plantation 6 

' con!'irmed three aauoaaian PWa alleged held in vicinity and 7 

orrered to set up negotiations with vc. 8 

(c) JPRC received this information 3 May and authorized 9 

11th ACR to continue to establish negotiations with 10 

payment up to $5000 ror each US PW recovered IAW current 11 

MACV directive, 
' 

12 

(d) On ~ May 11th ACR contacted the plantation director, 13 

but he waa unable to establiah ~ontact with the VC because l~ 

ot the renewed fighting.. Further attempts will be made 15 

when current operations .subside. 1.6 

a, Recovery Operations, 8-1~ May 1968• 17 

" (l) Operation DAYTON INDIAN 18 

(a) Tne ll ACR S-5 the plantation 19 

director, on 10 May 1968, He said that the VC told him they 20 

had 30 PWs whose nationalities and 11tatus are Unknown, 21 

'l.'he enemy wants ua to supply names or the PWs tbey are to 22 

return, and have requested one million piasters for each PW 23 

released. that the VC want to get 

money for the PWs before the Paris negotiations cause their 25 

release. 26 

(b) On ll May, JPRC asked ll ACR to continue negotiations 27 

with a monetary limit or 6oo,ooo pia~ers.($5000) per PW 2S 

released, but not to give names to the vc. They were asked 29 

to exploit the VC rears that they would get no money after 30 

the Paris talks, and try to get the PWs now. 31 

Msg, 2518/l~ll50Z May 68 
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(~) ARPA was con~a~ted, and as~cd to modiff their word 

or mouth program tor spreading th~ reward payment ru:or. 

~ey Mill not include the possibility that the rewards 

would be stopped if there is a cease ~e. 

(2) Operation RAYBURN CANE 

(a) On 13 May JPRC received inrormation from CI team 
I 

Ban Me ~uot that two Montagnards had escaped a VC.~~ 

camp at 

held 1n 

7 April 

the PRU on 8 April. 

being 

was raided by 

(b) A recovery operation using PRU teama has been set up 

to infiltrate to the cave from a distant landing zone on 

14 Mat· Tne VN prisoners had occasionally carrieUood to 

to the cave where the ~ricans are held, and will accompany 

the raiding force. ,There are alleged to be only two 
\\ 

guards at the cave, 

(c) A JPRC representative was sent to Ban Me T.buot 

on 14 May to coordinate the operation. 

t. Recovery Operations. 15-21 May 1968• 

(l) Operation DAYTON INDIAN, No new developments. 

(2) Operation RAYBURN CANE 

(a) The operation was scheduled to begin on l~ ~~y, 

but was delayed because or the physical condition or one or 

the two escapees who was to accompa~ the recovery force. 

(b) During the delay the escapees were interrogated in 

greater detail on their knowledge of_the pxact location or 

the cave in ere alleged to 

be held, The escapees admitted tnat they nad never actually 

seen the cave as they had claimed earlier, They had been 

told about the cave, but they knew its general loca:ion. 

They we~e positive that the three civilians were there, and 

that they could lead a recovery force to the site. 

~cv rotsg, 2663/21~:~~:, May 68 

~na~ ~ney cou~a ~ea~ a recovery rorce to the site~ 
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(c) At approximately l9lOOOH May 68, a six man team 

(~ PROs, one escapee, and one PP soldier) was inserted at 

l 

2 

Their mission was to infiltrate s 
to the cave, neutralize the guards, and call tor helicopters ~ 

to evacuate themselves and the racove:red P:Pi&Oners to eafety. 5 

A reaction 1'orce was available to assist aa peeded, 6 ... 
All teaiD IJIBmbers were dressed as VC to facilitate their move- 7 

ment in the area, It was estimated that the in1'iltration 8 

would take six or seven days. 9 

(d) Th; teams movements were restricted from the outset 10 

because o£ extensive enemy acti V1 ty in the area. The tellll! ll 

made contact with·an enemy Unit on the night of'May 20.Because 12 

the teaiD's presence in the area had been compromised, and l3 

their movements so restricted, they requested that they be 1~ 

withdrawn. The team was·extiltrated at 210915H Ma~ 15 

(e) Alternative apprSaches to the problem are being 16 

examine9,. 17 

u. Recovery Operations 22-28 May 1968~ 18 

(l) Operation DAYTON IIIDlAN. The 11 AOR 19 

the plantation director, on 24 May, He had not been able to 20 

recontact the VC during the past week because or enemy 21 

activity. He will continue efforts at negotiations for PW 22 

re1eaae. 

(2) Operation RAYBURN CANE 

23 

2~ 

(a) The PRU team inserted a~n l9l600H May 25 

l96S to infiltrate to the cave in whi~h the civilians 26 

were alleged to be held was 27 

exfiltrated on 2109l5H May because or-enemy activity 1n 28 

the area. 29 

(b) The team and the ex-PW were extensively debriefed. 30 

Intelligence personnel concluded that the three uw PWa had 31 

been moved in April from the camp a~ ~heir route 32 

or movement was along the stream betw~rJIIIIIIIIIIIandlllllliJ33 
-Additionally, the cave in whi ~h the three were supposed ta~ 

be held in the vicinity of~rather than at BP 35 

--··"' 



( 
(c) On 2509DDH Mar, two Special Forces (ClDG) reoon 

teams, led bf us personnel, were inserted 1n a landing 

l 

2 

zone 3 

One of the teams ~ 

will recon 

is available if needed. 
: 

(d) Both teams have made frequent sightinge or 

enemy forces. On the afternoon of 28 May, one ot the 

recon teams became heavily engaged with an enemy unit, 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

A platoon-size reaction force is being committed to assist 10 

them in breaking contact. The other team continues its ll 

mission. 12 

C'n Recovery Operat:l.on near My Tho 13 

(a) on 2~ May, information was received that an l~ 

unknown number or US per.sonnel were being deta1ne<!.JI)I a 15 

VC unit in the vicinity On 25 May, a VN 16 

source reported tha~ he could lead a force to a locat:l.on 17 

at~where several US and VN personnel were 18 

being held prisoner. 19 

(b) The 9th Infantry Division conducted a recovery 20 

operation in the vicinity or the above coordinates. The 21 

VN source accompanied the force. The operation was 22 

terminated on the evening or the 25th with negative 23 

results, ?4 

v. R&covery Operations, 29 May - 4 Jun 19681 25 

(l) Operation RAYBURN CANE 26 

(a) On 29 May, the reaotion force that had been 27 

committed to replac& one recon team ~cov~red two VN PW 28 

on a trail, vi cl.ni On 30 May, these 29 

individuals led the force to a PW camp 30 

where two VN PW ~ere recovered and one VC guard was,KIA. 31 

The force was then led to a deserted PW camp, Vicinity 32 

~cv Msg, 2885/0~l300Z Jun 68 

-.7~ -
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/ 
Later :1.n the arternoan :while search:t.ng the 

' area, two more ind1viauals who were iaent1fied as VN PW 

were recovered and another PW was found hiding :1.n a 

l 

2 

3 

cave. Finall~, on 31 M~, three mare PW Were recovered ~ 

a.s the team preparea far extraction tram ap ~ at 5 

The rorce and PW were extracted on 31 May. 6 
I 

(b) After debriefing at Ban Me Thuot, it was d~ter- 7 

mined that the recovered PW had not 8 

llllllfaince shortl~ after the PRU raid 9 

the Americans were moved to another camp. All or the :!.0 

PW were employed as farm laborers by the VC and had been :!.1 

held at the camp at~ until they fled -during 12 

the attack b~ the reaction force on 30 Ma~. The PW had 13 

been afraid to escape because the VC told them they 1~ 

would be killed by the Americana. 15 

(c) On 30 May, the sbcand recan team was exfiltrated l6 

arter six days an t~e ground. It was replaced by a 

" platoon-size force accompanied by one of the original 

ex-PW sources. Shortly after the force left an LZ at 

17 

18 

19 

they recovered a PW who was recognized by 20 

the source, These two individuals then led the reaction 21 

farce to a PI/ camp, vicinity- and a cave used 22 

as a PW camp a- Both were deserted, but the 23 

camp had been reaently oaaupied and had three buildings 2~ 

still Under construction. ~he force was extracted on 

31 May. 

(d) As a result of the operation, ll PW were 

25 

26 

27 

recovered, two VC w&re KIA and one weapo~ taken. Five 28 

of the recovered PI/ had been village officials. Two of 29 

the PI/ camps were destroyed. 30 

There were no 31 

(e) This area remains of intense interest to the 32 

JPRC. It is a known VC PI/ detention area and the VC are 33 

unlikely to leave the area since the valley running from 3~ 
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~to~is a ma,Jor source or toad and 

water. Although the American PW were not recovered, 

1 

2 

1t 1a relt that !Obey are tst1ll 1n the area s1nee at la:st 3 

report • they were in poor physical condition, and the VC ~ 

will probably keep them near the rood and ~a~~r supply. 5 

Efforts will continue to localize PW camps within the 6 

area. 

(2) Recovery Operation by l13d ABN BDE 

. 
' 

(a) Dn 2~ May, JPRC received information that on 

7 

8 

9 

19 May, two US negro PW were seen 10 

On 28 May, a company ot the l73d ABN BDE conducted an 11 

assault into the area. No PW were found, but ll detainees 12 

were taken. One or them stated that one US PW bad been 13 

there, but had been moved lO days 

ago, 15 

(b) On 30 May at l2Q.Eill, two companies of the l73d 16 

ABN BDE made a comb~t assault on An Do. No US personnel 17 
~ 

were found, nor was any evidence located that would 16 

verity the reported information. 19 

(c) Although this operation was fruitlesa, the quick 20 

response by the l73d ABN BDE to this perishable informa- 21 

tion was laudable. Such operations in accordance with 22 

recent MACV PW recovery instructions will insure a higher 23 

probabil1t~ of success 1n future recovery efforts. .2~ 

(3) 25 

USMC, were captured by the VC on 30l0~5H May 66 in the 

vicinity or~ They were mQ.ved J;o an area .in 

the vicinity otJIIilllill The men escaped at about 

Ol0900H June 66 under cover of an ARVN attack, and made 

their way to the ARVN unit who returned them to US 

control. 
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were told b~ the VC that rive 

other ~ericana bad been captured and were be1n~ be~d 

nearby, However, the location of the captured Americans 

could not be fixed with enough accuracy to warrant making 

a recovery attempt. 

(c) Debriefing 

condition is good, continues. 

w. Recovery Operations, 5-11 Jun 1968• 

whose physical : 

(l) Operation DAYTON INDIAN. No new developments. This 

operation wi~ be placed in inactive files until the VC 

contact the plantation director again. 

(2) Operation PREBLE RIDE • 

(a) 'l'here have been repeated reports of US PW be'ing 

held 1n several camps along the ~eng Oiang River, weet 

of Quang Ngai. Up to l8·US may be held between 

~and£ ~ ·' 

(b~,A JPRC representative is in Danang coordinating 

plana for the insertion of recon teams into this area. 

These SOG teams will be supported by reaction forces from 

the American Division when required. Tentative insertion 

date is 13 June. 

x. Recovery Operations, 12-18 Jun 1968• 1 

Operation PREBLE RIDOE 

(l) Four recon teams were inserted in separate AO·vicinity 

15 June. All four 

came under enemy attack on 16 June and ~ere extracted. 

Friendly 1 WIA, enemy 2 KIA. No evidence or PW camps located. 

(2) Since area appears to be enemy bese camp, Americal 

Division is planning to sweep area. They will have secondary 

mission to recover US PW. JPRC representative is participating 

in planning for operations 
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y. Recovery Operations, 18-25 Jun 19681 

Operation PREBLE RIDGE. The Americal Division is 

1 

2 

sweeping the area. ~hua far, they have experienced light 3 

contact With the enemy and have not found any PW camps. 

z. Recovery Operations, 26 Jul- 2 Jul 1968•• ••• 

Operation PREBLE RIDGE 
• 

(l) The ADer1cal Division is conducting a battalio~-

sized operat.1on through the PREBLE JIIDOE AO. Kno11n u 

VANCE CANVON, the operation commenced at the east aide or 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

the area on 21 June and will last as long as operations 10 

in the area are productive. i1 
(2) During the first week's operations, there ijss 12 

An arme cache was captured at 13 

26 June. ~ota1 results for the week were: 14 

friendly - 5 WIA; enemy - ~ NVA KIA, 46 individual 15 

weapons and nine crew-serv&d weapons were captured, No 16 

?~ camps were located. 

" 

~cv Msg, 3276/2513052 Jun 68 
-~ COMUSMACV Msg, 3408/0213332 Jul 68 
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aa. RecoverY Ooerations I 3-9 Jul 19681 . 

Operation PREBLE RIDGE. ~he Bn operation conducted by 

l 

2 

the American Di Via ion in the PREBLE RIDGE AO was tel'lllinated 3 

this week with no fUrther significant contact. No signs of ~ 

recent PW activity were found, and this area has.been 

removed trom the high probability PW camp areas. 
: 

bb. Recovery Ooerations, lD-16 Jul 1968•• 

(l)~. On 9 July an element or the 

5th Special Forces Group conducted an operation a~ainst a PW 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
CaMp alleged to hold 26 PW including an ARVN officer. ~e 10 

position or the 

escapee on 7 July 

was reported by an alleged 

by a US FAC. ~e PH 

ll 

12 

camp was round as described; however, it bad been abandoned. 13 

(2) 25th Division Operation 1~ 

(a) On 9 July, the JPRC received reports conc~ing 15 

an underground bunker a9111ii111111Valleged to hold 16 

20-~0 US and GVN PW, and coordinated the planning of a 17 
;-. 

recovery operation with the 25th Division. 18 

(b) Operation commenced at l6l200H July with ~/23D 

Mech attacking trom the road in the vicinity orJIIIIIII 

II' to seize the PW camp, 

(c) ~he source who provided the information is 

19 

20 

21 

22 

accompanying the attacking force. At the time of this 23 

~epo~t, the ro~ce had not located the alleged came site, 2~ 

oa. Recove~y Ooerations, 17-23 Jul 1968••• 25 

(l) 25th Division Operation 26 

(a) The operation by ~/23D Mech to locate an alleged 27 

underground PW bunke~ was conducted en 16-July in bhe 28 

vicinity o4lllilllllllwith negative results. The 29 

source accompanied the APCs but was unable to locate the 30 

bunker. He stated that he believed the PW camp to be 2 31 

ian further NE, 

r:sg, 35ii4/091255Z July 68 
!'sg, 3697/161301Z July 68 
~·~s. 3830/23l320Z July 68 
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(b) Another eweep was conduc~ed on 20 July 1n the l 

v1c1n1ty orJIIIIIIIDwitb negative results. The 25th 2 

Division is conducting otbsr operations in this AO and 3 

~ill be alert to recover tbe PW it located. ~ 

(2) Operation MILWAUKEE ROAD 5 

(a)' On 21 July, the JPRC received a report ot two 6 
: 

separate sightings or three caucasian PW in the vicinity 

ot Quan Loi~ A JPRC representative arrived at 

Quan Lo1 on 22 July, and 1t was decided to launch a 

7 

8 

9 

recove~y operation on 23 July using a platoon or PRU and 10 

a platoon tram 800 assets. The lst Bde, lst Int would ll 

provide a company, reaction force, and artiller~ and air 12 

support. 13 

(b) The operation commenced at 230630H, with two l~ 

platoon~ landed bY helo at A Montagn~ 15 

source accompanied the r~rce, ~hich proceeded with light 16 

enem~ contact to~ar~ the objective. ~t <31330H the force 

" -located an enemy base camp a consisting of 

l~ buildings and 15 to 2o bunkers with blankets, tools 

17 

18 

19 

and medical supplies, The camp contained no PW and only 20 

a two or three-man guard force, 21 

(c) As ot the time ot this report, preparations are 22 

being made to extract the torces. 23 

dd. Recovery Operations, 2~-30 Jul 1968• 2~ 

(l) Operation MILWAUKEE ROAD 25 

(a) The baee camp located had been 26 

abandoned within the hour. The PRU and SOG teams were 27 
. 

extracted by 23l700H.and the base camp was destroyed by 2B 

artiller~ tire. 29 

(b) The Montagnard source and guide was debriefed on 30 

the evening or 23 July. He was very frightened by the 31 

helo ride and shooting, but arrirmed that they had reached 32 

the base campe where the PW had been sighted rive days 

3975/3012032 July 68 



(2) 173d ABN Operation 

(a) On 28 July, the JfRC received information that 

sources ot the l73d ABN BDE had reported the presence 

ot rour US fOW in the Cay Giep Mountains- 'rhe 

l73d ABH BDE bas planned and started an op~~~ion to 

reeover the fW. 
I 

(b) At 290300B two seven-man long-range patrols (LRP) 

were inserted by boat The 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

As or the time 10 

ot this report, the LRP are proceeding normall:y and have 11 

made no contacts. 12 

(c) Al'tillecy, gunship11, FAC and a company reaction 13 

rorce are available for support, It the LfR operation l~ 

rails to loeate the fW, ~t is planned to insert two fRU 15 

tor additional reconnai~ance. 16 

ee. Recovery Operations, 31 Jul - 6 Aug 1968• 11 ,, 
(l) l73d ABN BDE Operation 16 

(a) 'rhe tirst LRP completed its mission to investi­

gate alleged fW activity at ... on 3 Aug with 

negative results, and was extracted. 

(b) 'rhe second LRP located an occupied enemy camp at 

on 2 Aug. One VC who awoke and discovered 

the LRP ~as s1lentl:y killed, The te~ investigated 

their target On 

3 Aug the te~ returned to 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

26 

tinding it just abandoned. A building was 27 

had been used to houae PW. OI sooks...and .a web belt were 28 

round indicating presence or us PW. A list or 99 VN PW 29 

and other documents were taken. 

(c) On ~ Aug a BN cordon and search operation wao 

conducted at Kuan Vinh village with negative resUlts. 

\ ~rli05MACV Msf!, ~136/061315Z Aug 68 
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Additional egent reports located possible PW 

activity 'l'hese 

l 

2 

aites Will be investigated during the next few days. 3 

The abandoned PW camp will be placed under surveillance ~ 

by 7 Aug, A JPRC representative is at Bo~ ~?og to 

assist in planning fUrther recovery operations in tbis 

area .. t 

5 

6 

7 

(2) 11th LT INF BDE Operations 8 

(a) JPRC received information on 2 Aug that an agent 9 

bad reported a PW camp on 31 JUly alleged to contain 30 10 

OS and 25 ARVN PW at The camp was reported 

to have been active about one month, and the s~urce was 

willing to guide a recovery operation. 

(b) 'l'he llth LT !NF BDE conducted a company airmobile 

assault on ~ Aug, lsndin,g a~ The source ~d 
them down several trails .• but became disoriented and lost. 

The company searched the entire valley to the south without 
~ 

enemy contact, and was extracted at O~l600H at BS 586~. 

ff, Recovery Operations, 7-13 Aug 1968 1 

Operation CUSTER LANCE (Formerly l73d ABN BDE Operation) 

(l) Company cordon and search operations were conducted 

on villages ~taij 
on 7 - 11 Aug. No prisoners were found, and 

detainees questioned provided no new information on P~ 

locations. 

(2) Five LRP are engaged 1n searching for reported PW 

camps throughout the mountain area. The abandoned PW camp 

at was placed, under surveillaQ_ce o~ 7 Aug. _'l'wo 

ll 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Sandia seis~ic detection devices were emplaced near the 29 

camp on 12 Aug. 30 

(3) The l73d ABN BDE forces were augmented by two BRIGHT 31 

LIGHT teams or 12 men each on 9 Aug. One team is attempting 32 

a military Prisoner snatch in an AO vicinity~ and 33 

~1US!1ACV Msg, ~303/131226Z Aug 66 
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will investigate a cave reported to contain l 

three PW on 9 Aug. The second team is employed With the 2 

Sandia deVices to monitor the abandoned PW camp and search 3 

another AO. 4 

(4) Man~ enemy have been sighted b1 the reoon•teams, 5 

and some lignt contact has been msde. OperatiOIJS are planned 6 
• 

in this area for two more ~eeko in attempts to locate the 

four alleged US PW. 

gg. Recovery Operations, 14-20 Aug 1968* 

7 

B 

9 

Operation cosm LANCE. The two BRIGHT LIGHT teams were 10 

extracted 16 Aug upon completion or their mission• and 11 

returned to Danang o~ 17 Aug. The l73d ABN BDE continues to 12 

monitor the Sandia devices, and to keep the PW camp at 13 c a under surveillance. Operations in and around the 14 

Cay Ciep Mountain area will continue for another week 4R 

attempts to localize any us tw. 
hh. Recoverr Operations,. 21-27 Aug 196811 

Operation CUSTER LANCE. The l73d ABN BDE has thoroughly 

searched the area and believes the enemy forces and PW nave 

moved out. The PW camp located a-was the only 

15 

16 

17 

18 

.19 

20 

evidence of US PW found. All forces have been removed tram 21 

the Cay Ciep Mountain area because or other operational 22 

commitments. However, the Sandia devices near the abandoned 23 

PW camp are being monitored rrom the a1r, and a reacti"on 24 

force is available if the enemy returno. 25 

ii. Recovery Operations 28 Aug - 3 Sep 1958••• 26 

Operation CRANBERRY BOG 27 

(1) On 28 Aug, JPRC received a report-from Can Tho that 28 

two Vietnamese escaped from a PW camp a-on 29 

27 Aug, and alleged that the camp contained 35 VN prisoners 30 

and eight US PW. The camp was guarded by only eight VC. A 31 

JPRC representative was flown to Can Tho. 
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(2) A Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (PRO) raid was 

planned for the night or 30-31 Aug. ~e raiding party con­

sisted of one OS SEAL PRU Advisor, the two eacapeea, and 

l 

2 

3 

n1ng fRD· Special equip~ent was provided b1 SfRC including ~ 

radios, IR strobe l1gbts, a small life-raft, explQ&ive bolt 5 

cutters and starlight scopes. The team was inserted at 6 

1800 in an AHVN outpost a~about 300~ meters trom 7 

the PW camp. At midnight, they began their infiltration to 8 

the camp under cover or a OS PAC employing the starlight 

scopes. ~he raft was used to transport the radios and 

9 

10 

weapons across the river to tbe PW camp. 11 

(3) At dawn, s reaction force of 60 PRO was ai»borne in 12 

helos near the camp site, and was supported by four gunships. 13 

~he raiding party attacked the guards and killed two VC 1~ 

while the others ran. The raction force landed and o~oned 15 

orr the area. A total of ~9'VN prisoners, mostly ARVN and 16 

RF-PP, were round shackled and standing in trenches filled 17 
~ 

with water chest deep. They were liberated, and interro- 18 

gated immediately regarding the US PW. ~here were no 

friendly casualties • 

~9 

20 

(4) It was determined that the US PW has been removed 21 

fro~ the camp on 28 Aug b~ an estimated enem~ Bn, and taken 22 

in an unknown direction. A search of the area revealed no 23 

clue as to the rate of the eight US, Detailed interrogation .2~ 

of the VN prisoners is continuing. The two 30urces were 25 

rewarded by CORDS for their services. 26 

JJ, Recovery Operations, ~-10 Sep 1968• 27 

Operation CRANBERRY £0G 28 

(l) Debriefing and celation or information gained in 29 

this operation continues. 30 

(2) 15 million leaflets in the following mix are to be 31 

disseminated into the area bounded by 32 

5 million N 738 reward fer return 33 

~~!ruS·~cv ~sg, ~924/10111~7 sep ?8 



of captured allied personnel, ~ m1ll1on•weapons reward, 

4 million Chieu Hoi, and 2 million safe conduct leaflets. 

kk. Recoverz Ocerations, ll-17 Sep 19681 

Operation DOGWOOD KNOT 

(l) On 13 Sep, JPRC reoeived in:!'ormation t.bat·-two 

US PW were being held !!'hey are }tept 1n a 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

hut at night along the RVN side o:r a stream that is the 7 

border between Cambodia and RVN. In daylight hours, they 8 

are dispersed in sampans on the river. 9 

(2) Reportedl:y, one or the VC guards wants to defect 10 

with the PW, but is unable to get them away from the ll 

village. ~he source was returned to the area to gain 12 

further intelligence. 13 

(3) Planning is underway ror a recovery ope:-ation 1n l~ 

the early morning hours or l~ Sep whether the source ~urns 15 

or not. 16 

17 

IIIIIIIIJ] A company-sized CIDG unit will be landed immediate!~ 18 

by helo to search the huts along the stream. Suitable air 19 

assets and reaction forces are available to support the 20 

mission. 2:1. 

11. Recovery Ooerations, 18-2~ Sep 1968•• 22 

( :l.) Operat:l.on DOO'IIOQD l\liOT 23 

(a) The operation planned tor 19 Sep was canc~led 2~ 

because of dated intell1genoe, inundated landing zones 25 

making an airmobile assault marginal. and the likelih:od 26 

of enemy fire support tram and PW removal to the 27 

Cambodian side of th"e stream. 28 

(b) On 21 Sep, new intelligence was received when 29 

the agent returned from the village 

two US PW have been 

outpost 1000 

~1:~::: 
~:!MACV r.•s~ 

meters into Cambodia 
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~he agent bas returned to the area and was 

instructed to tr1 to have the sympathetic guard bring 

the US PW out for the re~ard money. The agent ia due 

1 

2 

3 

to report out on 24 Sep. 4 

(d) Attempts sre being made to confirm. the. presence 5 

and obtain the identity of the two US alleged prisoners. 6 
t 

The area is under close surveillance in the event the 7 

prisoners are returned to RVN, and plans have been 8 

formulated tor a recover1 operation. Because or the 9 

thin intelligence and the ll Americans still detainsd 1n 10 

Phnom Penh, no clearance for an operation into Cambodia ll 

is sought at this time. 12 

(2) Opei'ation AZALEA CREEK 13 

(a) A female prisoner escaped from a VC pria~n camp l~ 

vicinityllllllllron 17 Sep. The ~amp was alleged~ hold 15 

70-100 VN prisoners and ~wo US PW. The source wae willing 16 

to guide a recovery.operation. l7 
~ 

(b) A JPRE representative was sent to Can Tho, Bao lB 

Lieu, and ca Mau to coordinate the operation, After l9 

necessary coordination with SA IV Corps, 21st ARVN Div, 20 

SA An XUYen Province and the Province Chief, an operation 21 

was launched at first light 21 Sep. 22 

(c) A RP Company with US advisors and command element 23 

was landeQ by helo. Tactical air and naval gunfire 

support were available but not required. The camp was 

2~ 

25 

located, but had been abandoned. Fu~ther ground search 26 

located 25 Vietnamese pr1aoners hidden in elephant 

gra&a and guarded b~ one female VC. -

(d) The guard and three VC &uspects were captured, 

and the prisoners liberat~d. Debi'ief ot the prisonei'S 

reveals that the operation was compromised. The vc 

removed the prisoners at midnight before the operation 

in two gr6ups. The second group of about 20 VN PW was 

F-170 Appendix F 
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to~ard the 0-Minh forest, and ~as not round. The 

prisoners had heard or t~o OS PW being kept 1n the area, 

but had never seen them. There were no casualties, 

(3) Operation COSTER LANCE. The 173d ABN BDE continues 

patrol activity in the Bong Son area to 1nvest~g~~e spot 

reports or US PW in the area. The Sandia devices which were 

planted at the abandoned PW camp 10 Al!g are 

still active and being periodicallY monitored from the air. 

mm. Recovery Operations, 25 Sec - l Oct 1968• 

Operation SAGINAW LAKE 

(1) On 10 Sep, the llth Armored CAV REG received informa­

tion that a PW oamp was loca~ed 1n an enemy base araa vicinity lllllllllf Agents were sent to gain confirming information. On 

27 Sep, additional information was ~eported from two different 

sources, alleging the prese~e or nine US PW, a hospit~, 

nmmo plant and supply area waich is heavily defended. 

(2) Detailed planninz and coordination is underway for a 

'" multi-battalion cordon and search operation to recover the 

PW and destroy the base camp. JPRC is participating in the 

planning and will provide special teams and equipment to 

secure the PW ir required. 

nn. Recovery Operations, 2-B Oct l96B•• 

(l) Operation SAGINAW LAKE 

(a) Planning for this operation continues. On 2 Oct 

a JPRC ~epresentat1ve visited the 11th Armo~ed CAV REG 

to as~ist them in formulating a coneeyt fo~ the operation. 

The tentative plan envisions a multi-battalion cordon and 

reaction force to exploit intelligen~ of.the target area 

obtained b~ Speeial Forces or PRU recon teams. A target 

date to~ execution of this operation has not been estab­

lished at this time due to other tactical priority 

missions. 
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Intelligence updating on tb~ target area will 

continue until forces are available to conduce the 

1 

2 

operation. 3 

(2) Unilateral RecoverY Operations ~ 

(a) On 5 Oct, the Vinh Binh PRU conduczed.a uni- 5 

lateral prisoner recovery operation against a VC camp 6 at... : 7 

(b) ~he camp location was provided by a wo~ who 8 

received a clandestine message from her husband who was 9 

being held in the camp. She reported the into~ation 10 

to a PRU ~oldier who pa~aed 1t to hi~ US advisor. ll 

(c) ~is operation resulted in the recover~/libera- 12 

tion or 27 VN prisoners. There were no friendly 

casual ties. 

(d) Detailed debriefing or the recovered pri~QnerS 

ia being conducted to deeermine possible knowledge or 

13 

l~ 

15 

16 

US PW in the erea. 17 
" (e) This is Che third successful recovery operation 18 

conducted in the Delta in little over a month. 19 

oo, Recovery•Operations, 9-15 Oct 1968• 20 

(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE. Planning responsibility has 21 

been shifted to CQ 1st INF DIV because of the scale of the 22 

required operation. Current concept calls for verification 23 

of ?~ camp pOsitions by PRU ~econ teams followed ~edlatel~ 24 

by cordon and search operations, extrAction of any PW 25 

located, and destruction or the enemy base area. ~his target 26 

will not be struck until after 20 Oct due to prior commitments. 27 

(2) Operation SAGE BRUSH 28 

(a) On 15 oct, JPRC rece!ved information that a VC PW 29 

camp was located at The source, the wife of 30 

a VC guard, alleged there were five US and So VN PW in the 31 

camp guarded by ~0 VC, One of the US 1s reportedly a 32 

\~ '· ~ACV Msg, 568l/l5l3l2Z Oct 58 7. 
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Captain 1n poor nealtll. ~lle VC guard has agreed to 

protect the prisoners during a raid in return for a 

reward and his freedom. His wife must return to the 

camp on 16 Oct, as she was out on a ~8-hour medical 

pass. 

(b)' A JPRC representative was flown immediately 
: 

to Ca Mau where IV Corps representatives were planning 

for a recovery operation. ~he concept is not fi~ at 

1 

3 

~ 

5 

u 

7 

B 

this time, but will involve a PRU raiding force supple- 9 

mented by other IV Corps assets. ~his operation will ... o 
be conducted ASAP. ll 

pp. Recovery Operations, 16-22 Oct 19681 ~2 

(l) Operation SAGINAW LAKE 13 

(a) Since l7 Oct, three attempts have been made with ~~ 

PRU recon te!UIU! to coni'irm the location or the PW .JUilllpS, 15 

In one case, the PRU team leader was killed, and the 16 

camps have not been,confi~ed. 17 
" {b) Further attempts are being made to insert recon 16 . 

teams in the area. CQ lst DIV is prepared to conduct 19 

the operation as soon as verification or the PW location 20 

is achieved. 21 

(2) Operation SAGE BRUSH 22 

(a) A recovery operation was conducted on lB Oct at 23 

the alleged PW camp at 

with US leadership 

A 120-man PRU·rorce 

hours 

2~ 

25 

without locating any PW or enemy acttv1ty. A VC village 26 

was located 2 km from the site with only women and 

children present. The village rorti~icataons were 

27 

28 

destroyed, with no casaulties on either side. 29 

(b) Extensive debrief of sources, guides and village 30 

residents iS being conducted in order to determine the 31 

causes and motives for the apparent deception and 32 

Msg, 58jl/221037Z Oct 6S 

F-173 Appendix F 

= 



' 

compromise. Prel1minar~ investigation indicates that 

a PW camp was widel~ rumored to be in the area, and 

the sources and hie re~ale relative thought that a 

large operation might locate and recover the PW and 

the~ would get the reward. The elaborate details and 

notes were fabricated in order to generate a recovery 
: 

operation. 

(3) Operation CUSTER LANCE. No activity has taken 

place in this l73d ABN BDE AO this month, and tbis operation 

has terminated. 
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( qq, Recove~y Ooerations, 23-29 Octobe~ i96B • 

(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE 

(a) The II FFV LRRP Compan~ has been committed to 

the recon mission tor this operation. ~he operation 

oommenoed en Oct with tbe insertion or fcUP teams tor an 

estjmated three daY mission, An air cavalry reaction torce 
: 

is available, and up to two battalions can be committed 

tram the 1st Division if ~econ results warrant e~plo1tation. 

A JPRC rep has been present at all planning meetings, and 

the LRRP have been turn1shed silenced/weapons and chain 

cutters. 

(b) Two or the LRRP'• made contact with enem~ forces 

or unknown s1:e shortly afte~ insertion and requ1~ed 

ext~action. The other two teams are still on the ground 

and a~e operational. The·two extracted teams will~ re-

inserted today. ·' 
(2) Operation JUNIPER BERRY 

(a) On 27 Oct JPRC was advised that a woman had escaped 

tram a PW camp at 2~ Oct. The aamp was 

alleged to contain 1 U.S,, 56 ARVN, and 20 civ prisoners, 

and to be guarded by 12 v.c. AJPRC rep was flown to Can 

Tho, and a PRU ope~ation planned for 28 Oct. 

(b) The escapee, the wife of the Chief ot Staff (ARVN) 

for Ba Xu:ven P~ovince, would not accompany the ra~. At 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

a 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

0600 on 26 Oct a force or 50 PRU ~as landed on the target 25 

without opposition. Some bunkers wer~ located, but it did 26 

not appear to be a PW site. The rorce was moved t11111 27 

~a more likely looking ~ea, and two VC were detained. 28 

The a~ea was searched r~o~ the air and ground until 1030 29 

when all ro~ces were extracted, A detailed deb~iefing is 

underway. 31 

~IDSMACV ~'sg, 5969/29l210A Oct 66 

~ •-m Appendill F 

.r / 

= 



rr. Recovery Operations, 30 October to 5 November 1968 1 

(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE 

(a) Pour LRRP teams were maintained on the ground in 

the AO trom 29 Oct through 3 Nov, ~hey thoroughly searched 

the area finding enemy patrols, fighting pDBittone, and 

other evidence of enemy occupation but no l~ge camps or 

rae 111 ties. 

(b) A conventional battalion sweep or the area 

commenced on 5 Nov and will be terminated on 6 Nov unless 

results warrant a larger errort. 

sa. Recovery Ooerations, 6-12 November 1968 11 

(l) Operation S~IGNAW LAKE. A battalion aweep tbrougb the 

AO was completed on 6 Nov. A small abandoned enemy camp was 

located, but no evidence or a PW camp was found, ~his operation 

ie terminated, 

(2) Operation RAYBURN CANE III 

(a) Further info~tion has been gained from an excapee ,, 
rrom the camp complex in eastern Darlac Province. There are 

three possible camp sites where three u.s. missionaries may 

be held. An operation has been planned to search for the 

camp in the 

produced designed to 

encourage aid to the missionaries. These leaflets are mixed 

with regular reward and Chieu Hoi leaf~ets, and are to be 

dropped in the base area complex on 12 Nov. 

(c) A special recon team or 15 men Hill be inserted on 

16 Nov with a planned search mission of three days. Air 

support and a company• reaction force ~11 be provided by I 

PFV. URC-6~ radios, M-79 pump guns, a silenced M-16 and 

special signalling equipment were provided through JPRC.• 

OMUS~1ACV 1-'sg, 33539/051355Z Nov 68 
COMUSMACV Msg, 3~898/121309Z Nov 68 

y,~ ,_,,. Appendix P 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lO 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
~ 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 



' ' 
\ 

'. 
'..J 

tt. Recovery Ooerations, 13-19 November 1968 • 

(l) Operation RAYBURN CANE III. 

(a) A~~1tional questioning or source an~ visual recon 

flown 15 Nov indicate source escaped rrom camp atJiil 
~ This 1s in the :lml!led1ate area or t"hr"ee PW camps 

located on Operation RAYBORN CANE II in May fiB, indicating 

that the PW camp complex has been ~eoccupied. 

(b) A special recon team or three U.S, and l2 indigenous· 

members was inserted att!7 .. 11111:i§]11•at last light on 11 Nov. 

They are proceeding toward the obJective ~ea with no enemy 

contact during first ~a hours. The team is prepared to 

continue until PM 21 Nov and a company reaction'roroe is 

stan~ing by tor insertion if an occupied PW cite is located. 

uu, Recovery Operations, 20-26 November 196a •• 

(1) Operation RAYEURN CANE III, 
·' 

(a) This operation was terminated 211150 Nov when the 

recon t~am was extracted arter being compromised and tracKed 

by enemy forces. While making the 201700 Nov radio contact 

the team had established a small perimeter 

when two VC scouts walke~ up on the team and observed them, 

The two VC scouts turned and ran down the trail before the 

l 

2 

3 

q 

5 

6 

7 

a 
9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

l~ 

15 

16 

17 

1a 

19 

20 

21 

team could react. Shortly after they were compromised the 22 

team heard two shots which are normally used by the VC in 23 

that area to sound an alarm. · 2~ 

(b) The team had obse~ved a large VC village approx one 25 

one kilometer west or their compromised location and they 26 

felt an enemy search force would soon saturate the area. 27 

An extraction was requested. 2a 
(c) The PAC on station selected an extraction LZ but the 29 

team was unable to reach the LZ before dark. They selected 30 

a secluded area to await first light and as soon as the 31 

morning ha2• lifted on 21 Nov the team was extracted from 32 

~without incident. 33 
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(d) A plan is l>eins; developed to .intlltrat.e Hontasnard l 

scout.s1nto the a>:"ea to determine 1t the U.S. prisoners were 

moved as a result or the recoa team being observed. When the 

PW CBI!Ip loe>e.tion baa been contirllled, a rollov-up operation is 

planned, 

(2) Operation NORFOLK TAR, 

(a) An NVA rallier who turne<! himself 1n1 to the lst Cav 

Div last week ~a disclosed the location or a PW camp 

- The cup is reported to contain two u.s. and 

least eight ARVH prisoners. Polygraph tests indicate the 

. 
~ 

5 

6 

7 

e 

10 
source is probably telling the truth. 11 

(b} Source believes he can gUide a recovery,to the camp l2 

ancl .baa voliUlteered to accompany U.s. ror<>es on this operation. 13 

(c} Co A, 5th Special Porces.Group baa developed a 

concept of operation and.will execute a recovery attempt as 

or operation and will execute a recovery attempt as soon aa 

the concept is approved by II FFORCEV. The JPRC Hill continue .. . 
to monitor this operation and will provide assistance aa 

required, 

vv. Recovery Operations, 27 November -3 December 1968• 

(1) Operation NORFOLK ~AR. 

(a) The operation was approved and supported by II FFV. 

Co A, 5th SFQ was to doncuct the raid on l Dec after 

infiltration ot a recon team on the night ot 30 N~v. There 

wau a Bn from the lut Cav Div and one Troop of Air Cav as 

reaction terce. 

(b) The recon team was inserted at 2300 on 30 Nov and 

was accompanied by tne Hoi Chanh. Ar~er m~ving tow~rd the 

obJective fer two hours, they observed a line or 25 to 30 

flashlights moving abreast towards them. Artillery was called 

in and the lights went cut. About 30 minutes after the 

artillery ceased the lights went on again and continued to 
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'l1be recon team returned to the L7. and vaa utra~:ted, l 

and Spooky ( AC-47) was called 1n on tbe search party, 2 

(o) Because or the compromise and the OB indicating 3 

two NVA regiments 1n the area, the assuJ.t was terminated. 4 

TOe source refused to return to the area. Co A,. 5th SFG 

plana to redevslop the target area when enemY. action 
I 

subsides, 

(2} Operation SAGE BRUSH II, 

5 

6 

7 

8 

On 18 Oat 68 a PRU force raided an alleged PW camp 9 

~The source ror this operation was reporting 10 

hearsay evidenae of a PW camp 1n the area, and had not actually 11 

seen the c~p. The camp was not found on the raid. 12 

(b) On l Dec an escapee from the same camp wee re- 13 

covered by the PRU. He has been extensively interrogated 1~ 

and polygraphed, ~e was in the camp at the time or-the 15 

October raid, and heard tbe loudspeaker airorart which were 16 

employe~. He estimates the actual 

meters from the raided site (about 

confirms that there are three U.S. 

This source 

the camp. 

17 

18 

19 

(o) Planning is underway tor a second recovery operation 20 

in the next 72 hours. A JPRC representative is present, and 21 

special equipment will be furnished, 22 

(3) Recovery of Eodies from Helo Crash. 23 

(a) On 27 Nov a UH-l from the USAF 20th Helo squadron 2~ 

was shot down in Cambodia at th 10 persona on 25 

board. Five men ~ere resoued alive b~ another helo from 26 

the 20th squadon. The remaining five were believed killed 27 

in the fire, 28 

(b) On 29 Nov a recovery team was inserted at the site. 29 

After oheok1ng for booby traps and finding no sight or enemy 30 

activity, the team recovered the remains of five peroons, The 31 

team was extracted without contact, 32 

, 
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ww. Recove~y Operations, 4-10 December 1968 1 

(l) Operation SAGE BRUSH II 

l 

2 

(a) The raid commenced at noon on 8 Dec with one PRO 3 

compan,y and two mobile strike force ccmpanies trom Co D, ~ 

5th SFG inserted b,Y helo on the pr~ tar.geJ:. vi. 5 

abandoned at least 2~ hours ear~er. ~he c~p was exac~l~ 

6 

7 

e 
9 

aa the escapee bad ,described 1t With the e~cept1on or two 10 

new structures built since his excape. Twent,y pounde ot ll 

documents and samples of leg stock leg irons and medicines ~ 

were captured and the camp set on fire. 50 detainees were 13 

taken ~om a nearby VC hamlet for questioning. l~ 

(b) At 1~00 hours a helo participating 1n the gperation 15 

previously unknown camp and personnel at 16 

17 

18 

19 

approx~tely 60 Vietnamese priaonere fled, Seven Vietnamese 20 

civilian prisoners were recovered. Near the extraction LZ 21 

a brief tire i'isht ensued with 2 VC captured and 4 VC KIA. 22 

A total or approximately 37 structures were destroyed in 23 

the camps and near by VC hamlets during the operat~on .2~ 

after Wb1ch air strikes were called in to complete the 25 

destruction of the primary tarset PW camp, causing one 26 

seconda~y explosion. There were no friendly casualties. 27 

(c) Baetlerield inter~ogation of -the ? prisonere re- 28 

covered revealed no knowledge of u.s. prisoners. Further 29 

interrogation or these returnees and the 50 detainees is 30 

underway, and the documents are being screen~d by CDEC ror 31 

any information on u.s. prisoners. 32 
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xx. Recovery Operations, ll-17 December'l968 • 

(ll Operation ELM STREEr 

l 

2 

(a) EUI STREET is the code name which bas been g1 ven 3 

to the pending operation being developed b1 IV Corps Hq ~ 

and the Ministry of Chieu Hoi 1n Kien Diane: Prbvince , 5 

(b) ln1'ol:'llla.tion obta.ined on 16 'Dec 1nd1ca.tes there are 6 • 
probably six u.s. prisoners being held 1n the camp 1nstead 7 

of the tour prisoners previously reported. U 

(c) The VC platoon leader has been provided with a 9 

small camera and a note book with instructions to obtain 10 

pictures or and biographical data on the priaoners. ll 

(d) Negotiations will continue in an attemp~ to effect l2 

their releaae. 13 

( 2) Operation S!IGE BRUSH II 14 

(a) Information is still filtering out Qf the area 1n 15 
·' which this operation was conducted. Local inhabitants have 16 

atated ~at seven vc·cadre were killed by the gunships at 

~ ~hey further stated that the prisoners were 

moved because of a planned naval operation in the area. 

17 

lB 

19 

They said they had no forewarning of the recovery operation. 20 

(b) Documents captured during this operation consiGt 21 

or notebaoks, memoranda, personal letters, interrogation 22 

reports and PW rosters as well as rosters or the VC Security 23 

Section in Cai Neue District and other Security Agenoies or 24 

Ca Mau Province, and VC MR-3. In addition, the PW camp SOP ~5 

and regulations, interrogation instruction booklets and VC 26 

EEl were among the captured documents. Initial readou~ or 27 

these documents reveal there is a complex"or six separate 28 

camps in the area containing 444 prisoners. A detailed 2° 

readout or these documents is in progress. 30 

(c) lt is believed the prisoners will be moved to a 31 

new location as a result or this operation. P!IU assets are 32 

~~MUSMACV 
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attempting to dete~ne where they will be moved in 

order to conduct another recovery operation. 

(d) Photographs taken in the PW camp will be tor-

warded under separate cover. 

yy, Recovery Operations, 18-2~ December 1968 •· •• 

(1) Operation ELM STREET 
I 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

(a) Authorities or the Gia Dinh Chieu Hoi Center and 7 

Mr Anh or the Ministry ot Chieu Hoi have presented the KKK 8 

,terms or rally to President Thieu ror consideration by 9 

the Government of Vietnam. lU 

(b) The KKK are reportedly willing to rally and return ll 

tbe six u.s. PW two days atter being informed ot the GVN's 12 

acceptance or them as Rai Chan. 13 

(c) At the last meeting between Chieu HOi officials l~ 

and KKK representatives no mention was made or VC elements 15 

being involved in the rai~y or of enemy held u.s, PW. 16 

(2) Ope~ation SEATTLE FAIR 17 

(a) A 525 agent from Phan Thiet, who operates in the 

y1cin1ty otJIIIIIIIf rep~rted 13 u.s., 16 ROX, l Ph111pino 

and numerous VN PWs were located in the vicinity ot Ong 

Mountai~ The 302 VC Bn is charged with security 

ot the enemy's installations in the area. Allegedly this 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

force was moved out ot the area on 20 Dec till afternoon 23 

of 22 Dec. NADPhan Thiet decided ohat they would react 2~ 

to this information on 20 Dec. 25 

(b) NAD initiated planning immediately and noticed the 26 

JPRC with an intent message on 21 Dec. JPRC reps were 27 

dispatched and attended a final missi~n briefing at 2ll600H 28 

Dec. IPFV designated Task Force South as the Command element. 29 
' 

In order to accomplish the mission before the 302 VC Bn 30 

returned to the area the action team had to be inserted, 31 

fix the target and liberate the PW by 221200H Dec 68. 32 

~UsHAcv Msg, ~~16~;2~11252 De 68-
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(c) The action team was inserted at la3t light on 1 

on 21 Dec. During the evening and night tbe team could 2 

not find a hi&b speed trail and bad not reacbed their 3 

objective by 221200H Dec. At this time the decosopm was ~ 

was made to abort the mission. 5 

(d) The JPRC bas requested that sn increased intelli- 6 
I 

gence collection effort be mounted in this ~ea by both 7 

I and IIPPV. When more information becomes available this a 
operation will be reinitiated. 9 

(3) Unilateral Operation Conducted by ARVN in An Xuyen Province.lO 

on 19 Dec the An XUYEN Province Chief directed a tour company 

unilateral prisoner recovery operation in Cai Nouo ~istrict 

vicllllllllllln This is in the same general area in which 

Operation SAGE BRUSH II was conduct~d but was based on what 

was thought to be more currant intelligence. There wa~negative 

enemy contact during instruction and very rew people were 

in the objective area. ~he reported camp was not round. 

" One VC hospital, completely stocked with medical supplies and 

equipment was round. One cache consisting or an 82mm mortar 

and seven rounds or mortar ammunition was also round in the 

area, There were no friendly caualties. No personnel ~ere 

recovered. 

(~) 25th Div Operation. lat Bde, 25th Inf Div, 1~ coordi­

nation with a representative from the JPRC, has formulated 

a tentative plan to conduct this recovery operation as soon 

as forces are available. The Deput~ co, ~5th Div ~aa briefed 

on the concept on 19 Dec and has approved it. No date has 

been set for the conduct or this operat~n .• 
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(2) OPEAATION ELM STREET. The GVN is considering condition~ 

£or the rally of the KKK. However an employee 

ot USAID, is in contact with the KKK concerning the return 

ot the u.s. PW. The JPRC is continuing to monitor ~ese 

discussions. 

( 3) RECOVERY OF' AAVN PRISONEAS IN AN XIJYEN PAOVINCE. The 

ARVN 32nd Aegiment recovered 83 ARVN PW during a search and 

clear operation north ot CA·MAU in an XUYEN Province vicinity 

23 Dec. Atthough this was not a Recovery 

Operation, elements of the ARVN 32nd Regiment discovered 

the PW camp 1n their AO, surprised the guard forces and 

released the 83 PW 1 s. 

(4) RELEASE OF 3 U.S. PW FROM EASTERN NAM BO. The enemy 

has stated ~hey released the three men on 22 Dec 68. As yet 

they have not returned to u.s. CONTROL: Another discussion 

meeting with the enemy is scheduled for 0101007 Jan 69. The 

JPRC is continuing to monitor the progress or this release. 

(5) 25TH INF' DIV OPERATION. Delayed by the enemy threat 

to TAY NINH CITY. 

(6) PRU OPEAATIONS 

(a) PRU conducted an operation in VINH BINH Province 

to recover 3 u.s. and lO YN PW'~. Allegedly held in the 

vicinity or~ The operation conducted on 27 Dec 

~c Mag, Ol030~Z Jan 69 
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:resulted in capture ot au eneQ. IlebrietiDa ot t.be 

captlll"ed VC 111111 reveal t.be valldU;, ot tbe 1Dtanaat1011. 

(b) ':he Bac11eu PBD oonductod an WJll&teral PV 

r~over;, operation on Z1 December :lJI tbe rtc1n1t)' o. 

···~ '1'h1a raid relllllted 1n recove~ey ot _20. !li'V111alla 
and tbrce ARVII fW and 23 eoem:r captlll'ed. 

(7) 1'-105 PANDA 01, llOliN D1 LAOS. I 

(z.) 25 DH JSARC reporte4 an P-105 1 - V:.s 

down at - 'l:he pllot 'lOaD olleerved MllgiD£ trom 

b1e chute in the treea. JOLL'! GREEN 17 went in tor the 

pick up and a PJ was levered to the ground where he wae 

WIA. At ti!UI time .JD-17 cue under attaek and ~a forced 

out ot the area. During the eour~e ot his maneuvering the 

bOiet c:allle was broken, dropping. the aucrew member and 

negating any ohanoe ot r~cover1ng the PJ. JSARC no~ied 

JrRC and requested a llright light be initiated. JSARC aleo 

indicated that both men were possible KXA and only an 
~ . 

electronic search would continue. 

(b) 26 Dec: AlE's received strong beeper signala trom 

placed in a hold statuo pending rurther ward for JSARC. 

At 271200R Dec 7th AP determined that a rescue attempt 

would nat lie feasible and JSARC notified JPRC to cancel 

the hr1ght light alert and return the team to its duty 

atatian. . . 
(II) SlCllTING 

_.-;1ght1ng in Laos 

SANDY PILOT reported he 

--- _..L._ __ 
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PART VI, JPRC HISTORY, 1969 

ssiona/Functiona 

1. :tn June 1969, MACSOG published an 0rgan11:at1on anO . .. 
Pune Manual Which set fOrth the mission and funot:!.Oil8 O! 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

the Center. The JPRC is ident1!1ed within tbe MACSO~or&aniza- 5 

tion as Recovery Studies Group, MACS00-80, and under JPRC 

Director is divided :!.nto Administrative, Intelligence and 

tiona. 

Tab _a contains tne mission or the Center and the 

at the Director and the Intelligence and Operations 

s prescribed 1n the manual. 

(E&E) 

10 

11 

l2 

13 

The Seventh Air Farce, 1n coordination with tbe JPRC, l~ 
·' took steps, in 1969, to update and incorporate recommended 15. 

changes in tbe E&E aerial delivery kits. 

b. It was determined that two kits would 

at bath Danang AFB and Nahkon Phanom RTAPB. 

16" 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~· 

!rom the vc atter having been a prisoner ror rive years. 25 

The :!.n!armation provided by~ was determined to bs 26 . - - . 
invaluable in assisting the JPRC to develop guidance and 27 

procedures tor fUture recovery operations.•• 28 

b. His deDriefing contained the following information: 29 

Seventh Air Perce Regulation 67-23. 15 July 1969. 
CII!CPAC :1sg. Ogl8')5Z Jan 69. 
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In conjunction with JUSPAO and the 

Directorate of J-3, COMUSMACV, the JPBC, 1n 

June 1969, began a long-range review of the PW psychological 

operations and ~eward program for the purpose or making the 

entire program more errective. Major areas to be reviewe~ ~re 

media, themes, target audience, arld locale. It wee expected 

that this review would take several months to accomplish and -- ~ 

a more comprehensive program. 

JPHC records indicate that during 

t first six months or 1969, the following rewards were paid 

as part or the ~eward program. 

a. A Vietn~ese farmer received $400 for recovering the 

remains or~~·-·····~ lst Cavalry Division, who 

had been MIA since l April 1968. 

b. A Vietnamese farmer was paid $~00 for recovering the 

remains or 9th lnrantr~ Division, who 

had been MIA since 19 February 1968. 

c. A reward payment of $100 was made to-a Vietnamese · 

civilian who located the remains o us 
Navy. 

d. who recovered the bodies of two Air Force 

officers found at an A-26 crash site were paid $qoo. 
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-~. "~ 
~;~Field Procedures. 1n 1969, field force commander~ 
pr ulgated standardized procedure6 in order that recovery 

operations for PWs could be launched with a mi~ loss of 

ti=e. These steps were initiated as the resUlt of the•COMUSMACV 2 
policy change which encouraged field commanders to b) alert to 

the possibility of taking immediate action to recover PWs when 

§. 

! 
sufficient information was available. Tab ~ 1e an example of ~ 

, • a directive or this type ~bich was published by Headquarters, ..... 

,. 

l Vietnam. 

coordinating conventional f~ce ~ 

operations, MACSOQ, in July 1969, tasked each of the three ll 
command and control (C&C) Detachments to be prepared to provide, !! 
on call, an exploitation rorce of·up to one company of men~ !i 
conduct PW recovery operations. • ''The TOR wiU.ch established this !§. 

additional suppo~t to the JPRC by MACSOG forces is contained in !1 
~~. ll 

Chronology of Operations. 1969. Following is a 

c or recovery operations and related activities during 

the period 1 January 1969 to 2 September 1969 as reported by ~ 

the JPRC. g£ 

a. Operations, l-7 Jan 1969•• ll 
(l) Operation ELM STREET g!l_ 

(a)~ a USAID employee, was in eontact ~ 
with the alleged VC camp commander on. 3 Jan and the ~ 

defection of the VC guards with five US PWs was "arranged" £1 
for 041430 Jan. ~ccording to the inrormation provided ~ by- the PW camp was located 1n K1en Giang ~ 
Province, near Ha Tien atlllllllllf7 (approximately one JQ 

kilometer south of the Cambodian border). 31 

~csoo Msg, 31061oz Jul 69. - :~_:_:___: ~ 
~~ ·~vMUSMACV Msg, l336/07ll21Z Jan 69. 
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(b) ~e VC commander said he would igaate a yellow 

amoke grenade at H30 hours to mark his and the PWa 

location. The C&C helicopter would land at that loca-

t1on, covered by gunships and LOHs, pick up the deteo- i 
tara and the PWa azul take tllem to Ba !lien. • • h 2 

(c) To avoid an ambush and to provide a force to ~ 
I 

a weep the area once the piciCIIp had been mac1e, a 1. 
reaction/recovery rorce or one CIDQ company woUlc1 be • ~ 

available tram the Ha Tien Special Forces camp. 

(d) At 0~1~30 Jan, the recovery helicopter was 

over the target area but there wa.s no signal from the 

ground. At 1500 boura, the CIDG company wae inserted, !l 
the area waa sealed ott and a thorough search of the 

area vas conducted. ~e ares is-flat, relatively open 1~ 

with very little cover 07 concealment tor a camp. __ The ~ 

sweep revealed that t.her.! was no camp nor people in 1§; 

the tar !let area. 

(e~and his "assets" could not explain 

there was nothing in the area or why the pre-

arranged "cietection" did not materialize • 

(2) 25th Infantry Division Operations. This operation ~ 

is being de~ayed by the enemy threat to Tay Ninh City. 

(3) 

~ Append~:x. P 
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!.• VC 1Dlac:tr1nat1cm tec:IID1que&. 

~, fStWAR tec:l:uliquee Wled b7 the VC and 
recommendations tor countermeaeuros by US torcea. 

!• Eacape and evasion teclmiques. 

.l• Con1'1nement procedures. 

B. Camp location• and aketcbea at t~ maiD 
camp:" 

(b) ~e initial lesson learned rrom rirat debr1et1ng 

eeeeion w1tb MaJor ROWE indicate tbe aacurao7 ot !W camp 

s1gbt.1.ngs :reported 1n the .intelligence collection etrort 

knovn a:s Operation BLACK KNIGHT. Casual IIOIU'ce and Hoi 

Chan report11 or PW camp 111te11 within the PW 1n•t•llat1on 

were very close to locations provided by MaJor ROWE. 

(o) The 1Jlrormation pertaining to c:amp locatione 

provided by MSG PITZER who was released in Oct 67 ..na 
extremely accurate. ·' 

(d) The lessons~earned trom the initial debriefing 
~ 

are be~g collated by JPRC and forwarded to tield units • . 
(4) Release ot Three US PWs trom Eastern Nam Bo 

(a) On 1 Jan 69, the VC returned SP~ BRIGHAM, 

SP4 JOIIts a.nd l'FC SMI'fR to US control 

(b) Initial debrierings by 525th MI Group and JPRC 

representatives disclosed the rollo~ing: 

1. During their detention, they observed or 
beard mentioned 10 other US prisoners. There 1e 
aome contusion ae to the names or these 10 PWa 
and the 525th MI Group is developing this list. 

appeared to be 
, times and 

1al debriefings, it. 
appears they wil-l have only l1m1.t.ed knowledge or 
1ntormat1on that will assist the JPRC. 

l• Even though the~ were detained ror a 
rel~tiv~ly short period or time, they were not 
a& alert or as MaJor ROWE was during 
his debrl.e.rl 

! 
3. 
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( 
b. Operations, 8-14 Jan 1969* 

(l) Atte~pt to Recover Downed USAF 0-1 Pilot in IV CTZ 

(a) On ll Jan 69 at approximately 1630 hours, the 

JPllC was notified by JSAllC that o-1 BIRDDOG wu either 

shot down or crashed in the IV CTZ at~ The 

crash site was approximately five kilometers NE or Cao 
t 

Lanh. A JOLLY OREEii which was on the scene, inserted 

that the pilot 

and a Vietnamese backseat observer were 

not in the aircraft nor 1n the immediate area of tne 

crash site. He reported the 0-l waa not heavily 

damaged; there was no apparent battle damage and he 

did not see any blood 1n or around the aircraft. A 

recovery force or one RP/PP company waa on the ground 

to guard the aircraft and to search the area tor t~ 

missing crew. ·' 
(b)~The JPllC took immediate action to notify 

NAVPORV of the situation to alert all Navy vessels in 

the area or the possibility that the o~l crew might 

have been captured, 1n which case they woUld probably 

be moved by sampan. A reward leaflet drop was re-

quested .and flown over tbe search area. The ground 

search continued until dark. 

(c) At approximately 1610 hours 12 Jan 69, LTC 

LONO, Deputy G-2, IV CTZ, telep~oned JPRC and stated 

that contact had been made tnrough friendly villagers 

by the captors or and the ARVN observer . 
and that they were Killing to relea&O them tor three 

million piasters each. A representative !rom JPRC was 

sent to Cao Lanh to attempt a negotiation for the 

release. 

121815 

JPRC, arrived at Cao Lanh at 

cooorc•~nation was initiated. ARVN 

agents were sent out to establish contact with the 

~MUS~IACV 
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~ 

captors and to arrange details tor a•meeting. ~e 

' 44th s~z planned an operation to seal orr tbe area 

failed. At 

0900 hours 13 Jan 69 

inter~eter flew to an outpa~t north or CaQ ~ to 

attempt to locate the enemy negotiator or a liaison .. 
party to establish contact. Upon landing at the o~t-

post, the ABVN company commander ot tbe outpost 

stated that two or his agents had spotted the body 

or an American in the 

were sure that it was 

notiriea~ 
wae inserted into the area and the body was recovered 

at l3l0SQ Jan. Apparent cause or death was multiple 

gunshot wounds, ~he ARVU Lt is MIA. 

(2) 25th Inrantry D1vis1~n Operation. ~he JPRC is 

dropping ertorts to hav.e an operation conducted in the 
~ 

25th Division AD to recover tive US and en unknown number 

ot ARVN PWs reported atlllllllllll The initial intelli­

gence on this target was obtained on 30 Nov, but the 

25th Div has not been able to mount an operation due to 

the enemy threat to Tay Ninh City. Chances fo~ a 

auccesatul operation at this late date are remote. 

(3) US PW Sighting in III CTZ 

(a) on 9 Jan 69, the JPRC received a report trom 

IPFV rated C-3 with information on a .POSSible sighting 

or three US PWs in Bo ~enar Hamlet, Phouc Long 

Province at The source report~ there are 

only six enemy guards with the prisoners. 

(b) The JPRC has recommended to Il FFV that a 

recover~ operation be conducted in that area us~ng PRU 

or Special Forces assets. This target is within five 

kilometers or the Bu Dap Special Forces ca~p. 
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c. Operations, 15-21 Jan 19691 

(l) Operational Planning for Recovery or US PW~ in 

III CTZ. The JPHC received a meesage !rom USAIN'l'C (Port 

Holab1Jod) re: tbe debriefing or-wll<l was 

released b~ tile VC on l Jan 69. liil!f ~a ted.. tbat his 

1'1rst place or conrinement was 1n a cave at the base or 
• • 

either Nui Ba Den or Nui Cau. 'l'his was the third unre-

late4 report or a VC P~ camp at one or the above loca­

tions. As many as five US PWs nave been reported 1n the 

pame general area a9llllllllllll On 18 Jan, the.JPHC sent 

a message to II PFV recommending a recovery operation be 

conducted against this target. ~oordination baa been 

effected between JPRC, II PFV and Co. A, 5th SPOA to con­

duct a recovery operation between the period 25-29 Jan. 

PPV reportQ that these PWa ~ave 

location. 

(3) Movement of US PWs into Cambodia 

G-2, :U... 

an unknown 

(a) Since the escap~ and recovery o~ 
- the JPRC has received several unconfirmed 

reports of US PWs being moved into Cambodia. 

(b) It is too early to verify these reports or to 

conclude that as a result or escape,~ the 

enemy is attempting to preclude friendly recovery ·of 

US prisoners by Moving theM acr~ss the borde~. How~ 

ever, US field commanders are being ~erted to th1• 

poas1b1lity. 

d. Operations, 22-28 Ja~ 1969•• 

(l) NUI BA DEN Operation 

(l) On 2~ Jan 69, the female Hoi cnanh knowledge­

able of the PW cave at Nui Ba Den was escorted by JPRC 

personnel from the National Chieu Hoi Center in Saigon 

to Co. A, 5th S?GA in Bien Hoa. She was interrogated 

~USMACV Msg, 4285/2l09l5Z Jan 69._ 
~COMUSMACV Msg, 5815/2Blq45Z Jan 9 

~MJ\GY MSR, ~<~5/0!!0Y!5Z Jan bY._ 

l 
2 

.J. 
i 
2. 
6 

·1 
~ 

2 
!Q. 

ll 
ll 
ll 
ll 
15 

16 
0 

17 

ll 
!2 

~ 

l! 

E 
23 

E.i 
g2, 

26 

27 

28 

29 • 
30 

31 

E 



( 
by Co. A personnel and will stay there ror several 

days. co. A has conducted a visual reconna1aaance 

(VR) With the male l!oi Chanh and plan to conduct a 

VR with the female Hoi Chanh as soon as possible. 

(b) Also on 2~ Jan 69, JPRC personnel ~c~o,mpanied 

by personnel rrom Hq, 525tb HI Group, visited the 3d 
: 

Bn (Provisional) , 525th HI Group and tasked their 

assets with the mission of determining if tbe cave 

installation in the Nui Ba Den area is still active. 

(2) Pr~soner Sishtings. Xntormation has been received 

that on 23 Jan 69, a large group, exact numbei- unknown, 

of Al!Vll and two US prisoners were in the vicinity Df !ran 

Thanh(H) Tan Hoa(V), 01ong Trom(D), Kien Hoa(f), 

Report a ved or a VC .PI/ camp 1n the vicinity 

or~ but this is the first report of US PWa~ 
the vicinity. On the requ~t of ~th Groups 0-2, a JPRC 

representative departe4 an 28 Jan 69 to coordinate a 
~ 

rescue operation. 

e. Operations, 29 Jan-~ Feb 1969' 

(l) NUr BA DEN Operation 

(a) The recovery operation against the Nui Ba Den 

cave in~tallatian io planned tor 8 Peb 69, It has 

been reported tbat there are oix US PI/a being held in 

the cave and they are guarded by an estimated ferae 

of 50 Vc, 

(b) co. A, 5th SFGA Will attack ~his target with 

one reinforced mobile Strike Force Co. ~he 25th Inr 

Piv will provide one battalion aa a ~ad~ reaction. 

backup force. 

(c) The insertion or the Special Forces recovery 

force Will be preceded by a CS gas strike f1ve minutes 

prior to target time. 

' ~SM~CV Ms~. 7205/0~l20~Z Feb 69. 
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(d) It is anticipated tbat the ~jorit~ or the 

enemy 1s early "arnine; posts in the target area will 

be neutralized shortly berore insertion o~ the 

:recovery rorce. 

(a) Representatives trom the JPRC will-aceompany 

the recovery rorce and the CAC element to assiSt in : 
any was possible. 

(2) Recovery Operation in KIEN HOA Province. On 

30 Jan, word was received tram an agent in the vicinity 

or the reported PW camp ~ that the US prisoners 

bad been moved to 11n W>known location. Planning for ~>his 

operation waa stopped pending further information~n the 

new location o~ the US PWs. Intelligence collection 

effort on this target will continue. 

t. Operations, 5-ll Feb 1969' 

(1) NUl BA DEN Operatic~' 

(a)~On ~ Feb 69 1 Do Van Ba, the male source, was 

a~istered a polygraph examination at Co. A, 5th 

SFQ. ~he test was conducted in the Vietnameue language 

with the ass stance or a Vietnamese interpreter. 

Source was tested to determine whether or not he bas 

knowled&e of five US PWs being held by the Viet Cone;. 

(b) During the pre-test interview, source was 

required to cover his entire background, his story 

about his VC activities, and his~ory concerning the 

US PWs. Arter relating his story twice, he started 
0 

changing minor details and later started changing 

major details. He was then interrogated and confessed 

that he had never been a VC and that he fabricated the 

entire story or the US PWs. He confessed that he had 

never seen any PWs and had never been to a cave on 

Nui Ba Den. He had heard rumors of five US PWs being 

held on Nui Ba Den and when he was turned over to the 

25th Infantry Division, he embellished on the star¥ 
v-r,.,...,c~ 
7COM~V N•g, 8688/1115~72 Feb 69 .. 
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to please AMericans because ot the superior treatment 

accorded ba. lie also stated that no oae had directed 

b1= to tell the story to try to lead U. s. troops into 

!I trap. 

(c) The ARVN Blst Ranger Bn.·presently operatiag 

on Nu1 ~a Den. will move to the location or1 the cave 

previousl)' reported bJ ~ !'emale llo1 Chs.nh. 'file 1n1'orma.­

tion reported by her is seven months old. 

(2) Recovery or u.s. ArmY Air Crewmen tram LOR Crash 

in Kien Tuans Province 

(a) At 051820H Feb. a 9th Aviation Battalion LOH 

• on a route reconnaissance mission crashed in the VAM co TAY 

K1en 'luang Province • rl C'l'Z • 

Members at the ARVN 216th Regional Force (RP) Company on a 

security mission Vic1nity~w1tnessed theiaraeh 

and immediately launched"' sampans 1n a rescue attempt ... 

and who 

were 1n the rear seat~ were recovered alive and taken to 

the Special Forces camp ~t Moo Hoa. 

who were in the front seats could 

the search and on 7 Feb 

some 

(3) 

Vt_nh a;nn Province, 

lV CT2 •. Attempts to recover the bodies were un-

successful and they were reported missing. 

(b) On 9 Feb 69, popular Force soldiers from the 

local area recovered the bodies and returned them to US 

authorities, 
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g. Operations, 12-lB Feb 1969• 

(l) Ch"ons Thien Operations. A representative or tbe 

JPRC has departed tor the IV CTZ to tnvestig~te the re­

ported sighting of three us prisoners on a canal a~ 
~ and to assist in planning a recovery operation if 

investigation warrants. : 

available not be 

turned over to us or GVN .i 

over to a nearby village chief in Kontum Province. Plans !.Q. 

are being made to lend appropriate assistance toJIIII ll 

newspapers dated 2~ and 26 Nov 66 

y 
l~ 

ll 
16 

vealed that an RF-4C wae shot down in Quang Binh Province, 17 

NVN at Local Nov•6B, and the pilot captured. This 

is either Another 

news item revealed an F-~c shot down in Quang Binh 

Province at 251230 Local Nov 68 and the pilot captured. 

This The enemy 

Province at 251030 Local Nov 66. This is believed to be 

an RA-5C on boraa. 

The article claimed capture of the "pilot." The Combined 

Document Exploitation Center has been requested to provide 27 

a full translation or these articles. ~ 

h. Operations, 19-25 Pe5 1969• 29 

(1) ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~CT~Z~ 

(a) At 171330 Feb, 

Company, 9th Infantry 

~usr~ACV Msg, ?) /:ACV ::sg, 

~ 

l0257/l61~07Z Feb 6q, 
llQ~l/Z5l226Z Feb 69, 

P-198 

•Y~~·~D COMUS::ACV ~:so<. ll6~1/25l226Z Feb b9. 
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Vam Co River. Attempts to recover the body met 

with negative results. • 

vic 

Feb the body of~ was recovered 

by two VH tisbermen. The body was sub-

sequent1y re~urned to 9th Div headquarters ~t.~ong 

Tam. 
t 

(c) Reward ?aymen~ to the Two Fishermen is being 

coordinated. 

(2) Capture of Four·U.S. Aircrewmen Downed in Cambodia 

(a) on 12 Feb 1969 a U-lA (OTTER) from the l~6th 

AVN Co wae downed'in Cambodia by ground fire Vic~ 
The U-lA carried· the following crewm~bers: 

2 
§. 

1 
~ 

i 
!.Q. 

1! 
E. 
ll 
!!!. 

(b) A PAC in the area reported he saw the crewmen !2_ 

beins captured but coUld.~ot determine if the captors ~ 

were Cambodian or VC/NVA. ll 
~ 

(c) On l8 Feb the Prencb Ambassador in Phnom Penh ~ 

reported ttat according to an unidentified source all li 
four cre~en were taken into custody by C~bodians and gQ 

were being moved to Phnom Penh. According to the report, ~ 

none or the cre~en were inJured, ~ 

1. Operations, 26 Feb-~ Mar 1969• 23 

(l) Recove~v Operation in IV CTZ ~ 

(a) On l Mar 69 a Ho1 Chanh reported to the US 9th ~ 

Infan~ry Division tha~ he could lead ;ecovery torees to 26 

a VC PW caop where ~ive U.S. and 30 ARVN prisoners were 27 

~~g~~- g 
(b) On 2 Mar 69 ele~ents or the 1st Brlgade, 9th 29 

Infantry Division, two STRIKE FORCE companies tram the 30 

5th SFGA and KIEN PHONG PROVINCE PRUs conducted a re- Jl 
covery operation against this target vic 32 

The camp was located but was vacant. During subsequent 1l 

~'USl'!ACV ::sg, 13~7~/051237: u .. r .69. 

T~ 
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\ 
search of the area contact was made with an estimated 

VC company size force. Results: 13 VC KIA; three VC 

captured; three suspects detained; two friendly WIA. 1 
(a) One or the detainees who cooked for the VC ,i 

rep?rted she heard the VC say they were bui.ld_~s a new 2 
PW camp on •canal 28.• Another recovery operation is i 
being planned against the second target, : 

(2) Information on U.s. PWs Detained in Cambodia, A 

Cambodian smuggler from Chau Doc ~rovince has reported to 

a 525th MI source that for a price he can provide 

biographical data on five U.s. prisoners being detained 

hy the vc 1n Cambodia. The 525th M.I. is atte~ptipg to 

to contact the smuggler to determine what information he 13 

may have ll 
j. Operations, 5-11 Mar 1969• • !i 

(1) Recovery Operation 1n I~I CTZ 16 

(a) 1st Infantry Division received several reports that _17 " . 
the enemy had a PW cmnp site They worked 18 

on developing this informa~ion !2. 

(b) Combat response was teken to exploit this in- ~ 

formation on 6-8 Mar 69 through use of ambush and re- ~ 

connaissance in force. No evidence was found to suggest 

in Kontum City, was returned to Kontum City 9 March 1969. 

She was aaco~pan1ed by ~everal Montagnards from the time of 

her release in Kon So Bai, 

turn to Kontum City, She • • " I I -" I • 

. ~ up.tU her re:. 

eard that a US 

Negro had been held at one of her camp sites. She stated 

she had been indoctrinated and had made releases ror radio 

~~MUSMACV 

. ~ 
~lsg, lU758/llll25Z l~ar 69 . 
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and TV broadcasts. An AMEMS Saigon representative 1ndicate8 ' 1 
her comments to the press wlll not favor United States position. ~ 

He also stated that a Military Intelligence session might prove l 
counterproductive so a request tor a tormal.debrieting vas i 
not pursued, .. 

(3) Pour US Air=rewmen Held bY Cambodia, A representative 

tram the Australian Embass;y in Phnom Penh brie!'ed AMEMB saigon z. 
and selected MACV personnel on the status or ~ 

He believes tbat these 2 

men will be released shortly atter the Cambodian Gover~ent !Q 
receives President Hixon's ~essage, 1! 
k. Operations, 12-18 Mar 1969• 

(l)~. A was 

sighted in Laos in the vic~n1ty !1 
Savannakat an 13 Mar 1969. ,,Jprc notified ~80:! JLD and JSARC !§. 

to be alert tor the- and to attempt to confirm anc! ll 
make contact with the evader, On l~ March an Al was directed 18= 

into the area, The pilot located the and contil'IIJed 19 

that there were several people in the area. On 16 March 4802 gg_ 
JLD identified the evaders as PAR personnel, soldiers and 

dependents gathered for evacuation. 

(2) Possinle US Prisoner Sighting by One or Four US 
Crewmen Released by Cambodia. While-

was being led into what appeared to be a vc training 

o~p, approximately 20-27 miles northwest or Go Dau Ha, 

he observed three persons or large build with sacks over 

and their hands tied, Because_or ~h~ir size· 

thou~ht they ~ight have been US PWs. 

1. Operations, 19-25 March 1969 1 ' 

(l) Unilateral PW Recovery by the Ninth Infantry Division 

(a) At 231625H Mar 69 A/3-60th operating nea~ 
gained information from their Intelligence Civic A~tion 

Patrol that an enemy PW camp ~as in the v1c1n1ty. 



~en Vietnamese PWs were re~overea tram two 

locations. Included in the released were a GVN District ~ 

Chief, three ARVN soldiers, and two ARVN Intelligence 

Agents, 

(2) IV corps Tactical Zone Activities . .. .. 
(a) On 19 Mar 69 IV Corps conducted a PW:reoover~ 

operation vicinityJIIIIIIIIIusing a Navy flotilla or 

PSRs and LCVPs With a reaction rorce from the Vinh Binh 

Provincial RecoiUlaissance Dnit (PRU). The oamp was 

located and round ~pty but sho~ed signs or recent 

occupancy. The PRO learned 40 PW, including two US, 

had been evacuated from the camp site earlier that 

morning. 

(b) At 240200H Mar 69 the enemy attacked and over- li 
ran Mobu Advisory Team 4g vicinity-woundfiij; !2 

·' ~ 
and capturing two US advisors. A JPRC representative 16 

has been•dispatched ~o coordinate on pending recovery !! 
attempt. ll 

(c) Province officials in Long Xuyen have been !2 
contacted b~ an individual claiming to be a spokesman ~ 

for a VC who alledgedly is a guard tor one US and rive ~ 

VN PW•s. The VC guard desires to rally and claims he ~ 

can bring the PW 1 s with h1m. ~ 

( A - -·. I 
was reported vicini by the 432nd RITS on !2, 

19 Mar 6g. Th1aiiiiJ was confirmed by "'Misty ~1 on 20 ~ 
Mar 69. JPRC notified 7th AF who responded immediately S1 . . 
and dispatched 366th TFW F4's into the area to deliver CTU-l/A g! 

survival kits. The kits were delivered on target atJIIIIIII? 29 

1~70 three hours after confirmation of the letter. As of 1[ 

this date the kits have not been opened. JPRC has asked 

the 4802 JLD to consider diverting a tea"1 into this area . 
to evaluate the ~1tuation anQ recover kit components. 

~WQ·~ F-~02 
Appendix F 

liOn-= ~..!.\.Ui;t."'.l.UU CUUJ, rt::CO'It!r KU component.s. 
.,c 



( 

.. 

( 

. 
' 

Parachute Shelter and Mirror Fla~hes Cgl. On 20 

Mar 69 a FlOO PAC reported seeing a parachute shelter and 

~ece1ving mirror flashes tram 

JPRC asked Q802 JLD to investigate the sigbt1ng and re- i 
quested 7th AP continue Go fl~ VR'e in the are~ ••• JLD is 2 
preparing ~ team for infiltration ~d ha~ scheduled to £ 
launch the team on 27 Mar 69. 

m. Operations, 26 Mar 1969-l Apr 69 1 

I 
1 
8 -

Parachute Shelter and Mirror Flashes. The JLD Team that i 
was to have been launched on 27 Mar to investigate parachute ~ 

shelter and mirror flashes vicinity~ sray charlie ~ 
one two eight siX ba~ been delayed. Rescheduled tQr 31 Mar. ~ 

No report at this time. ll 
n. Operations, 2-8 April 196911 lQ 

(l) Unilateral PW Recover.r by 21st ARVN Inr Div. ~ 3 12. 
Apr 69 the 21st ARVN Inrantn~ Division reacted to information ~ 
gained from two Hoi Cha~hs and recovered 33 civilians and 17 

two ARVN soldiers 

(2) As of this 

date the JLD Team has not reported back on the results of ~ 

the search vicinityaiiiiiii[J ~ 
(3) A-26 Crash Site, ~ Apr 69 a team ~ 

found a crash site, vicini 

number~ This would be the crash site 

missing 27 Aug 67. Remains or airerew ~ill 

to USAF for positive identification. 

an A-26 tail 

or~ 
be turned over 

(~) Unknown A/C Crash Site. On 7 Apr 69 USAF FAC, 

~ observed A/C ,crash site vicin,!ty­

A~ is going to search this area in an attempt 

to locate the downed A/C. 

ll 
2~ 

g,2. 

26 

27 

28 

§ 

30 

~MJI.C'.' Mse;, 
~ CO~l\JICV l~sg, 

~ 
1972l/Oll223Z Apr 6g, 
2llQQ/08llQOZ Apr 69. 
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Poeeible Ewder. On 3l Mar 69 12th Rm notitied 

JPRC or a ld.ghting of a possible evader nc11:U.t;i 

IIIII] As tbie location ia 1n Hortb Viet~ 
desired to obtain additional photo coverage before 

committing additional assets. Concurrently a~op~ingency 

plan was developed by 7th AP and JPRC which called tor an 
: 

02 PAC to drop a small E&E kit containing two redias, 

water, and rations into the evader once the conrirming 

..; photography vas available. On 7 Apr 69 additional coverage 

I 

( 

was obtained and CDR 7th AP directed E&E kit drop. Believer, 

weather vaa below minimums on 8 Apr 69. 

o. Operations.:9~15.!p~~962• 

(1) Unilateral Recovery Operations by ~let ARVN Ranser 

Battalion, On Apr 69, the 41st ARVll Rangere O'D,IIrllt:!.ng 

Kien TUong .Province round a .PQ camp V;I.•Ol.lll.w'/J 

and freed 15 VH PW'a and detainees. None or those freed 

had any knowledge of OS,PW's, .. 
(2) PW Recovery Operation Conducted by OS 9th Infantry 

D1vieion, Based on information provided by an ARVH escapee, 

., the let !Ide, 9th Infantry Division conducted an operation 

vicinit~ on 9 Apr 69, '!:he reported 'l'lo! eamp contained 

an unknown number of ARVN and u.s. prisoners, Tbe alleged 

osrop could not be round and no prisoners were recovered, 

(3) Sishting or Approximately 80 Parmer CIDG Solders, A 

montagnard Hoi Chan was captured by an untdentiried Marine 

unit 0/A 7 Apr. Marine interrogation reyealed that the Hoi 

Chan knew ot approximately 80 former C!DG SOldiers being 

held at a camp vicinity·- 0-2-III MAP reports' 

that XXIV Corps is planning to conduct an operation to 

recover the detained CIDG, target date TBA. 

(~) Possible Evader North or DMZ. An E&E kit a.nd a 

Ms~, 22695/l5llOOZ Apr 69. 
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9 Apr 69. No visual or electronic contact baa been 

established with the possible survivor. ARRa search 

suspended by JSARC at llOB30Z Apr 69. It any further 

leads develop, this mission Kill be reopened. 

( 5) On 12 Apr 69, .,;"SAI!C re-

ported that an 1?-~ had crashed at liiilllljil 
The navigator was picked up at approximately l2ll~OZ Apr 

69. One platoon 3d Bn, 503 Abn Inf was inserted l~ll30H 

.u Apr into the area to search for the aircraft co~nder. 

l 

Due to the rugged terrain, the ground movement is very 

slow. One parachute was located by the ground troops, 

however, a cheek of the "peg number" revealed that'the 

chute belonged to the navigator who waa picked up. Search 

for the missing crewmember continues. 

p. 

on , 
. ' by IU'I LOH crew at He was picked 

up and taken to the lst Bde, 26th Int Div c.p. 
he had escaped from a 

approximately 20 days 

ago. ~e was taken to 2~th Evac Hospital where it waa 

initially determined that he was suffering rrom mal­

nutrition and dehydration. 

(c) He was captured on 10 Feb 68 

the convoy he was in was ambushed by 

company, 

(d) The initial debriefing revealed there were seven 

other U.s. PWs held in the camp from which he escaped. 

-could 1dent1fy four of the seven prisoners 

and provided enough information to make a possible 

identification or one other prisoner, U.S. 

~SMAC'V Msg, 2~2~2/22ll30Z i<P•' 6>. 
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(a) On 3 Apr on 0-l reoon airorart with a two man 

crew from the 35th 'l'PW, Phan Rang AB,_ was reported missing 

in II C'l'Z. 

(b) on 15 

VC platoons were camped 

10hat five pr six 

and they had two 

U.s. prisoners with them who had been shot down vicinity 

on 3 Apr. According to the report the Americans 

were wounded but still alive. 

(c) Reaot1ng to the above information JPRC requested 

a soc anrcHT LIGHT rorce wlth airlift and backup rorce 

from IFPv. 

TO~ ro .,nc 

a SOG 

/ 
:6RICHT LIGHT foJ"'ce w1 th ail'"lif't and ba..t!kun f'nr~~ 
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(d) At 170825 Apr the 25 man Br~ght Light force 

was inserted without inCident 'l'be 

team conducted a thorough search of l 

negative enem1 contact and negative aightings or enemy i 
activity. Arter checking the reported enemy campsite 2 
and the reported crash site the team was e~t~acted at & 

• 
181305 Apr and the operation terminated. & 
(3) Crash of RF-~C (Sage 13). On 17 Apr the ground 

search party reported they hsd reached the crash site and 

.1 
§. 

positively identified it as Sage 13, but th~e was no sign i 

~ 

g 

ll 
!l 

(~) Movement or u.s. PW's rrom Cambodia 14 

(a) The JPRC hss received a report rrom GVN Military 15 

securit~ Service dated 6 Apr 69 indicating the Cambodian 16 

Government is exerting pressure on the VC to move all US !1 

prisoners now held in Cambodia out of RCG territory. 18 

It is reported that some prisoners have already been 11 
moved into SVN and the VC have been given until the end ~ 

or July 1969 to move the remaining PW's. ~ 

(b) On 19 Apr 69 JPRC received an agent report trom ~ 

the ~th Riverine Intel orricer, IV CTZ reporting ~dispute ~ 

between a Cambodian Lieutenant and a VC Bn Commander ~ 

over US PW's in Cambodia Vicinity The 

Cambodian officer demanded that the VC turn over all US 26 

PWs to Cambodian authorities. During- the· ensuing argument ll 

the VC conunander was shot and k.illed. 28 

(c) While these two unconfirmed reports do not indicate 29 

a trend or RCO position, it could possible cause the VC to lQ 

move US PW/s back into SVN where recovery operations 31 

would be possible. 
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The JPRC ha.s alerted IPPV, IIPFV and r'l C'l'Z 

intelligence agenciAe to monitor any trend that would 

indicate large sca.ll movement or us PW • s !rom Cambodia 1 
into SVII, !!. 

q. Operations, 23-29 April 1969" 2. 
(l) PW Recovery Operation in r'l C'l'Z .§. 

(a) On 25 APR 69 two Hoi 

PW.s were being held by the VC 

two U.S. 

'l'he Hoi 

Chanh'a volunteered to lead PRO forces to the PW'camp. i 

(b) 

APR 69 at Operation concluded at 2617~0 APR !! 

69 with following .results: three VC KIA...... f'our ll 
vc captured. The PW camp had been abandoned. Est ~ 

capacity 300 man. PW osmp/base camp 

abandoned. !2. 

(c) 'l'he camps ahowed~igns or being recently occupied ~ 

and cooking tires we~e still warm. 'l'he buildings were !1 .. 
camouflaged and impossible to see from the air. No 

buildings were damaged or destroyed, 'l'his target Will 1i 
be checked again at a later date, ~ 

Planning has been, ll 
completed a~d the JPRC concept approved ror an operation to 22 

conducted during the week 12-17 May. Although the lst 23 

Cavalry Division (AM) was tasked by IIFPV to conduct the B!!. 
operation it appears as though MACSOO assets will be ~ 

utilized With lst Cavalry providing the reaction force and 26 

the air assets, l1 

The ~ssi~g p1lo~ ~ 
16th TAC RECON SQ) has ~ 

Son Nhut. lQ 

25752/2911211 \or 69. 
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r. Recov~rr Operations, 3D Apr-6May 19691 

(l) Operation Trojan. lst Cav Div CAM) ~ captinuing 

to plan a p~ ~econnalssance.recover' oper~tian into the 

area where wae imprisoned • !I'he target is 

in 

(2} Planned PW Recovel'!i' Opel'at1on in IV C!I:'Z.
1 

NA'Vl>ORV 

is planning two Joint Navy/Mobile Strike Foroe sweep 

operations between ~ ~d 6 May along the Song Bo De river 

.., in An Xu:ten Pl'ov1nae, During the conduct ot these Opera­

tiona. this Joint torce plans to search for two reported 

PW oamp sites at 

been reported in 

Two US I'Ws have 

e. Operations, 7-13 May 1969•• 

(l) Operation TROJAN. Planning rar this operation 

continued up to the target date of 12 May ror commenclrng 
•• 

the operation. On that date the JPRC received a ~essage 

from II PFV indicating the lst NVA Division had ~oved into 

the target area thus precluding a recovery at~empt at this 

t~e. Operation ~ROJAN has been postponed indefinitely 

until enemf ro~ces in the target area are sucp ;h~t a 

reasonable chance ot success is assured, 

(2) PW Recover~ oeeration in IV CTZ. During the period 

5-S May a joint Navy/Mobile Strike Foree s~eep operation 

was conducted along the 8ong Bo De river 

Two reported PW camp location• 

Were searched With negatiVe result 

no indication camps had ever been located at these coordinates. . . 
(3) PW Sighting 1n III CTZ (Bien Hoa Province) 

(a) On 12 May 69 JPRC received a report tbat on 10 
Nay 

HUNG VI LLI.G E: 

prisoners were brought to THAI 

and displayed ror propaganda pur-
poses. The prisoners were then moved to an area vic~. 

Hsg, 21l~7/061Ql52. Ma;y 69. 
Msg, 2867~/13ll50Z May 69 •. ---
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(b) ~IIese Plls are possible the three ciVillams 1 

intormat1on an thia report. 

t. Operations. 14-20 May 1969* ... 
(l) Crash Site Investigation Laos, On 16 May report §. 

I 
reee1ved trom 7/l3th AP UDORN that acme villagers (Pre- Z. 
aumably refugees) arrived With eome pieces or aircraft ! 
and equipment. Aircraft identified aa c-47. These 1~ema 

included two (02) 38 Cal S/W USAF pistole SH K662356, 

and an aircraft check list With partial obliterated name ~ 

on the cover: ~e eerial ll 
numbers on the weapons correspond to two weapons listed as ll 
being aboard CAP-72, an EC 47 reported missing 5 Feb 69. !! 

ll 
or 
Coordinates or crash sire 1! 
-a~~ report has been receivecl that portions or rive 1!!. 

bodies from the ~eckage along with assorted small arms have l1 
been sent to UBON ancl arrived l20lH 19 May 69, Remains will 

be sent to ~SN Nortuary to attempt positive identification, ~ 

(2) ll 

(a) on 6 ll 

River Assult Craft ATC-152-6. He tell over the aide or his 2~ 

boat at 2~00 hours, My Tho Anchorage, ~ 

He reached the North bank 1n a state pr shock and exhaustion~ 

and wandered along· the bank in a westerly direction ror gr 
four hours, ~ 

(b) At 0500 hours, 7 May 69 £i 

encountered a sampan whose two occupants were fishing, ~ 

Neither or the occupants eould speak Ensl1sh, They took l! 
to their home where a Vietnamese woman 

English. She gave 

~MACVMsg, 
/ 

3019B/20lll82 May 69. 



arranged tor him to be returned to the PBR base at My ! 
Tho, 0630 hours, 7 May 69. £ 

I 

·' 
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u. Operations. 21-27 Mal 1969' 

(l) pV Recover: Ouen.tion in In m. On li!3 Hq 1969. the 

:III Corpa Mobile Strike Porce c011ducted e opent1cm apiDIIt tbe 

reported poaition 

detention center 

Ilucng provincial. oolllllli ttee 

~e detention"center vaz 

reported to be .iJI two b11DI<er2S 111 tb 111 ARm. ~ caucasian 

American and 25 ~llagere detained by a aecuritJ platoon ot 

110 men. ~~~ swctep revealed 3D-IIO bunlcer.s but ~o llign.s or a 

detention center, 

(2) PW Recovery Operation in IV CTZ. 

XV Corps conducted an operation in the v1cj,n1t;v 

Agent source rep or ted 3 11. S. BJtd 30 1\RVN PW 'a at 
' 

35-50 guards, Operation terminated 27l230H Ha;v 69 With negative 

results, 

(3} PW Recovery Operatic~ in IV CTZ. An agent 
·' planned tor afternoon of 27 May 69 in the An Xu,yen 

• PW ca~np with t'llo lf.s. prisoners (not verified}. Agent 

who will lead the raid reported to be tbe chief guard 1n the 

camp, No further information at this time. 

v. Operat1ono, 28 May- 3 June 1969° 0 • 

1a 

27 Key 69 in the An X\cyen Se<>t~•r 

operation conducted 

\las eompleted \lith 

negative result•. 

w. Operations, ~-10 June 1969!' 1 

Recovery Operation 1n the K1en Hoa Province. On 2 June 1969 

1 

2 

3 
.lj 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

,l2 

13 

l.lj 

15 

16 

17 

l8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

:!~ 

25 

the Kien HoA Provincial Reconnaissance UniC (PRU) launched a 26 

hellborne operation again!t a P'd e~ 'olhieh a Rei Chanh, ._.. 27 

located 1n tbe coastal are~ Thanh Pho Distrlct,'Xien Boa Province. 28 

Camp was abandoned, however, seven suspects were detained. Initial 29 

interrogation revealed camp nad been moved. PRUs were extracted 30 

and 1nserted at the ne~ site With negative results. 31 

Hsg, 27lll3Z Hay 69 
Msg, 0311092 Jun 69 
Msg, lOllOlZ Jun 69 
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ARVN 7th DiVision is preparing to respond to this information, 
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x, Operations, 11-17 Jun 1969 1 No operations during 

this period. 

y, Operations, 18-2~ Jun 1969 •• No operations durinS 

this period, 

~. Operations, 25 Jun-1 Jul 1969 •••. - -. 
(1) Plans tor PW Recovery Operation in IV c~;. Based on 

a study compiled by the JPRC ot reported PW c~ps and 

sighting& in tbe area bounded by CO<)rdl1nlat<rs, 

the IV CTZ PRU adVisor is 

planning a seriew or small recovery raids into this pre­

dominantly vc controlled area. Results or these raids will 

be reported as they occur. up to tour U.S. and 50-60 ARVN 

PWs have been reported 1n this general area in recent weeks. 

(2) Potential Hoi Chanh and 21 US PWe Held 1n Cambodia 

A Vietnamese civilian who claims to be a'vc liaison a~nt 

in the Chau Doc area or IV QTZ has contacted the National 

Chieu Hoi center in Sai~on and reported that his brother is 

a PW camp commander 1n Cambodia. ~he agent stated that be 

and his brother desire to Cbieu Hoi With seven (7) security 

guards and 21 U.S. PWs allegedly being held in the camp. 

Representatives from JPRC and the Chieu Hoi ministry met 

with the agent ana he claims to be able to provide JPRC with 

a list of names of the prisoners to include date and place 

of capture. When and if the agent can provide the intDrmation, 

to establish bis credibility, a firm plan will be formulated 

and a specific date selected for the ral}Y attempt. IV CTZ 

G-2 advisor, IV CTZ Joint Intelligence Center and the c.o. 
CoD, ~th SPO were briefed on 26 June OQ.tbe.possible re­

quirement to suppo~t a pickup operation. 

~~~oMUS~ACV Mag, 
COMUSflACV Msg, 

'7/ACV Msg, 

~ 
TOP .8F.CRR'I' 

35770/17l057Z Jun 69 
37l03/2~ll23Z Jun 69 
38~72/0l0935Z Jul 69 
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aa. Operations, 2-8 Ju1 1969• 

(l) Plane for PW Recove~y Operation in IV CTV, Planning 

continues tor possible recovery operations in ran Phu 

District, Kien Hoa Province. Starting date tor the aeries 

ot raida against reported sites has not yet b~en.~asigned, 

(2) ARVN Operation, Phong Dinh Province On 5 July 1969 

an ARVN element discovered a PW Camp v1cJIIIIIIIB and 

treed 9 ARVN and 27 civilian detainees, One VC was KIA. 

0-2 Advisor, lV CTZ has ~een advised that a source once 

reported three US PWa 1n that area, and the tormer detainees 

will be debriefed tor know1edgeabil1~y on this subJect, 

(3) Potential Hoi Chanh and 21 US PWs Held 1n Cambodia 

~entat1ve plans continue to be ro~ulated regarding ~he PW 

Camp commander in Cambodia who desires to rally with seven 

security guards and 21 US P~s. Difficulties are expected 

due to the mass return or KJ(i( in the Chau Doc (­

area on 1 Ju17 1969. A ~RPC representative flew to Chau Doc 

" on 8 July to ascertain if any ot the KKK were knowledgeable 

concerning US PWs. 

bb. Operations, 9-15 Ju1 1969.•• 

(1) PW Recovery Operation in IV CTZ. The operation baaed 

on intellig~nce provided by the Joint Personnel Recovery 

Cente~ and the Combined Intelligence Cente~, Vietnam, was 

executed during the period l0-13 July 1969. Nickname~ 

•Magnolia Chair", the operation involved 25 daytime hel1-

borne insertions in the area of Thanh P~u District, Kien 

Hoa Province by the Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) 

and a USN SEAL Team. Five separate PW c~ps ~ere enter~d, 

resulting in fiVe ARVN PWo liberated; five VC KIA; 23 VC 

KBA; 20 VC captured, 9 VC suspected detained; destroyed 

102 sampans, 55 bunkars, nlne structures; captured three 

kilograms or documents; partially destroyed one grenade 

factory and about 1000 hand grenades; and disposed or two 

COIIDSI-!ACV 
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3a942/0Blll37. Jul 69 
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( 
82mm mortar round&. An airatrike at l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

one large secondar, explosion. The 

had not seen or heBl:d or OS PW11 1n the area.. 

on 10 Jul~ 1969 a Hoi Cbanb 

a. vc 
auault was 

executed 
I 

Task Perce consisting ot 

element11 or regional forces, PRU and a recon Co or the 8 

5th ARVN Regt supported b~ helicopter assets of lOlllt US 9 

Airborne Division. llllllled th~ toroes into the hospital 10 

a US PW o/a 1 July 1969. The PW, ll 

wa11 round lying tace down outside the 12 

reported seeing him.~hsd a tresh 13 

bead wound (not a gun shot wound) and has been in a coma 14 

since recover~. The Sector Intelligence Advisor, Quan§_ 15 

Tin Province has recommende~ a reward of 120,000 $VN for 16 

Jlilll Psychological exptoitation of this pa~ent is planned. 17 
~ 

(3) Potential Hoi Chanh and 21 US PWs Held in Cambodia 18 

Senior Intelligence Advisor, Chau Doc, recentl~ provided 19 

information concerning the Phnom Ben Mountain area (VS 9071) 20 

where an alleged VC PW camp commander claimed to hold 21 21 

US PWs. According to three separate agencies, this area is 22 

under control or strong KKK force which is very hostile 23 

toward VC. Further contacts with alleged VC camp commander 24 

and cohorts will have secondary mission or possible exposure 25 

or primary source. 26 

cc. Operations, 16-22 Jul 1969.• No operations during this 27 

period, 28 

dd. Operations, 23-29 Jul 1969.•• No operations during this 29 

period. 30 

/ ' 

Msg, ~2529/22llO~Z Jul 69 
Msg, ~3736/29l020Z Jul 69 
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\ l'oaS1ble S!@t1ns "Of·P1ve Derman Nat1onal.s. Message 

received ~om CG III MAP states that two civil defendants 

captured b1 the 37th Ranger Bn gave information which ma~ 

relate to the five (5) west German nationals ~th;~e female, 

two males) reported missing from west Derman hospital An 

Hoa, 27 Apr 69. First 

female caucas1ans 

observation o! s~n~lLar 

I 
two cale and tbree 

15 Jun 69l second 

at roadSide vic1n1t1 -, 
I 

I 

on 25 Jun 69; and third observation 26 Jun vic 

walking single file. Second source reported 

s;1milar group on 15 Jun. All.s1ght1nga 

have the five under armed guard and 1n apparent good health. 

AMEMB Saigon JPRC liaison officer was briefed and later 

passed word that no repeat qo recover~ operation ror ~ 

country Qivil1an detainees ~ be conducted without prior 

approval AMEMB Saigon. fh1s polio~ guidance passed separatel1 .. 
b1 message to III MAF, and applies also to in~oountry info 

addressees. 

ff. Operations, 6-12 Aug 196911 

PW Recovery Operation l99th Inf Bde. Agent reported an 

NVA Detention camp contrin1ng 20 PWs two or which were 

Americans 1n On B and 9 Aug tbe 199th 

area and discov~red 

an enemy base camp. The area or the camp shoved no signs to 

indicate that PWs were being held there. 

gg. Operations, 13-19 Aug 1969.••• No operations during 

this period, 

hh. Operations, 20-26 Aug.l96g.•••• No operations during 

this period. 

'l'OP =cRET 

~5103/051136Z Au~ 69 
~6~34/1210492 Aug 69 
477"3/1908052 Aug 69 
49ll6/260932Z Aug 69 
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11. Operations, 27 Aug-2 Sep 19691 

PW Recovery Operation II CTZ. On 2q Aus 69,J1111111111 
~ 381et Avn Co, Camp HolloKS:Y, was re­

portedly captured by three vo in Kontum. On 27 Aus he met 

a Montasnard who took him 

The villase called Dak To 
I up was accomplished. The possibility or JPRC reward is. 

bing held 1n abeyance unt1l turther details are die­

patched and investisation terminated. 

·' 
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~ For J:I'"..IIY ;y.u> tho P.o:-tll Victncirosa authoriti= llith tbo 

~t. ot int.am!.tional. ccr.::u::Iir.= h:lve b~en plOtting to ~tC! 

Sout.h Vi.e'"..zwn bj" .to>".,.., 1'b .\no' ""d people o! South Vieba.m, 

!:ith th3 hel.p o.t all:ieo :::1<1 b'ionria 1 uo ~ ta..clc.tcr.d l.bs1r 
• 

I 
Same sol<lio:rs or Vict.~W:~' o allies have s~Uicoc! tl><lir 

l.ive" :tn s~pol-t. o.t th: p:opl.&'s c"-~ ...,;tJ.Dst c=::munist 

totolit.3rioni.s:za, S,CIIilo allied r:oldiors ue bald Pl"i•DIIoro :Ul.o;:ally 
.I ' 
b;r the ~ Viet=se .torces. Friends, please help theso 

al.hed soldiere, res:z:le thO!:l .tro•u enem;r detonticn ~· BriJI& 

them Ol' siva iDfon:s.ticn or the!lo location to & diat.z.:rct or ~ 

vincil>l. cllie!'' s o!tice or tho RV'd 1 or to ~ ARVN Ol' m lllil.itQ7 

Po~. 

~ ):our o.etion \l1ll ea.."''l tho gratitude at ..U. b-oedcm-~ 

·' people. Your t.ction will EJ.so be rio~ r .... "Uded., l!lld your aa!et:r 

>dlJ. be,.,e.ssur<:<l. 1, For rasc.W.e <.ll:ied p:r•onnsl. and. ret'lll'llin& 

tbem to sa..t'e bases :you will be .;..,.clod >.'itn 6oo,OOO$rn, 2. For 

giving :in!orm.tiOJI -.nabhng Al!Vll or OS torcos to ~eo these """' 

.tl'cm co::::nmist detention =.s you will be l'e-.oard.ed. •lith 60,000$VN. 

3. FOl' &Lv.ing e::act in!=ticn o! tbo loc:>tion or allied prisoners 

hold i>;r the communisto :you will be n~rzr<led 1rith lS
1
000$VN ..rtor .. 

. . 

. -

" . . . 
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JOill'l' III!MORAHDUM ClP AGI!EI!MEN'l' 

1, llf'l'RODIIC'l'IOlh Reaent ~rortll to roaover d01111ed 

ai.rcrewllleJI in Laos point out the need tor some atanda:rdizstion 

01' proaedurea 81110ng Jo1ot Personnel Reaovery Center, 'U.S, 

Embassy V1entiane, lind Al.though eaoli 'reecue 

or reaove17 e!tort must be ban4led as the 1ndi v:ldual 

taot1aal a1tuat1on requires, certain a~1catioDI!, oontrol 

aD4 support requirements ~ the same. 

2, PROCEDURES: In normal c1rcU!IIBtanaes, SAR m1asiona 

1o Laos are aooompl1shed by tho a1r resaue resouraes or 
7th/13th AP based 1D Tha.Ualld and deplo;ved in 1'Dl'llard 

• 
areas or Laoa, Coord1Dation !or the use or these assets 

1D the case or a1rcrewmen downed in Laos ~ erreated 

between 7th/13th AP headquarters 1D Udorn and 
) . 

Vientiane, aating to'l' u.s. Embassy Vientiane. Occasionally, 
·' when special circumstances warrant, re$CUB 1e errected 

under hel1aopters with 

air support assets either tram Thailand or !rom taos, 

It is onl;v when these several resources are unable to 

accomplish reeaue that the 3o1at Personnel Recovery Center 

(JPRC) is brought into action. 
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Ezperieuce tbiUI 

1'11l' hall ebD!In an almost ~ediate need tor three or 1'111D' 

CH3C he~oopters and a flight or AlE or A-26 eacort 

a:l.rcrat't. Such a1rc.ratt must be avBilabl.e on an alert 

baaia and backed up with apa.rea. Since operationa or 

this nature inev1tabl.7 last tor aeveral darr/ it w111 

alae be requ:l.l'ecl that 1 /J3 AP maJca air aupport, inolndtng 

close air support, available aa requested throughout 

the operation. Suooeeding day 1a operations Will be 

coordinated with 4802 JLD en a dail.7 basis ~ resources 

should be allocated aa reqUired tram Vietn~ ba~ed 

aircraft au well as i'hailand based a:l.rorart. 

contingent upon rap1d movement to secure necessary areas, 

A great deal depPnda on adequate USAF support and effective 
, 
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ooordi.Dation Thererore, request 

~a memorandUA be given oloee attent1on by all concerned 

o1'1'1cara. 

Coord1nat1ona 

Hqa 7/33 AF 

·' 
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2. ~~~u.!• .. L1o~: 
~ ~~PUC io .r: r:ujor eltt!!nt of 1~\CSOC ud the CIW>f of JPliC 

rcra•t.s dirccUl' to Cb:!.d, sa::. 

b. 'lh~ Jl'I'.C :!.D ortll'l'i::cd into tbTta brl!llcbea: lsstGlligellcc 
Br.::nch, Oparut>c,\0 Gild l'lmul Ur,ocll, tt1d a Support Dr=oh. Tba Jl'llC iQ 
curr<>ntly <.Uth<>r..:od five cfficcru Cld tb""a C:11iatad ...,.._ .A IIU>dif:!.o<l 
J:fll be:. b= ~u1ctad buod oa tb• pa~t yo.ara' axpori1111ce 1n ope>:lltiOIUI, 
'lho cun~11tly ~cllori""u J'lD loil<l tba prcpooad J'IIl aro obDifQ belw1 

I 
l're!IC.'I t J:fll Prc2coad J:fll m---,wc-.!lll. !!!! §.!!£_ .!ill. !9l 

AF 06 1 AF 05 1 
A 04 1 A 04 1 
II 04 1 II 04 1 

M 04 1 KF 04 1 
A 04 ..! A 03 ..l" 

TOTAL OFFIC!:I'.S: 5 .s 
• 

Proaent J:fll Prcecaod JTD 
TITLE ~ ml l!.!!. !X£ .!i!! !!! 

Ofno Sgt A EB 1 A Ell 1 .. 0 A £5 1 
A £1 l A &6 1 
A E7 1 A &7 1 

0 ·' II llS ..! 0:1 -
TOTAL Ell: j 5 

·' n:e Jl'RC is preccn~ly orgcnizad and ~~~ctions alonr. the linea describeo 
abava. Jl'SC ia ccnaiuezin3 roc~~•ncling th:t the proposed intcllisance 
officor, OJ, bo upsrcdod to 04 in order tc hova thrc• field grade officen 
eo that at lecat ceo will ba AVAilable to so ta the sccna of ao aperatiOA 
to aci: ac .r.n .advisor l:lld coordinator. 'Ibe C'lief nnd one alternate 11re SI 
claar~d and t~r freada~ of trnval to resttietdd, It is ccnsider~d desi~ 
able tc have a I ld cr£do officer cs aa advisor an an operation, 

nct-oureen Ava:Ucble br~ed/necdad 1 

a, Na forces for rccovary ~1~ aeaigned to a: ~der the OPtmt of 
~nc. Houover, tuo Teccnnniuuance ta~ fro~ those ~eed in SOG c~osa­
bordor operDti~a are c~nt=ined on alart stntu~ to provide a readY %esctiQn 
element, 

b.. Porce.a under OPCtm of U\C~OG a'tt! used for cper.ations uhene.ver 
possible. Whea larger forces are required or t~e &ttuatiou indicates, 

.. 
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( othor IIACV olCJ>Cnta au tul:c<! "" <:pproprlo\.a throur,h CCC, Fz1J:wt')' foz:coa 
for re:cove:y ap3rotiaus .~:re tha3:' c:J&icued to ~. If 1!.4dit1CIU!l. foi'CAI 
be)ona ll.\CV c.o;>l!bUit1oo ora roquJ.rall, they =; be ..,quoctea h0111 CillCP/oC. 

o., Yor ~oc~ry o! 113 ~"'"""'"'"1 ~11 IV en, It l70::C!:V 1• t.>sl<cd 
to P'".rida fore:>: dnce thoro .,..., ~• US t:oop u:dto ll!lder control of S.\ lV 
crz, 1>1> O!'L.\11 1!1-£7 of 31 July G7 1 dalilu!~teo &=leo md resro:~sibil.Hico 
of CG II I?Oac>:V vhicb 1oc111de prmsio., of up to """ iof<l.itr:r bottoU.o., 
and tug ~:Daault helicaptor c.a:spciao to br: p;ovided to Ol'ccm of SA IV Cl'Z; 
one iof::al:l')' co:t,ODY vitbio 12 houro an<l ono bo\:tollon v1J;bin 24 'bour.s, 

d, Cot:.:runicetioiUI avoU.oble ta JPRC em &de~11at" md ioelud<> a 
aecu'!"C voice calopl.oae circuit bCJtu21!a J'PJ:C ad thC! Joint Seucb ad Jl.e:lcue 
Cc.a.tor (JSLl!C:) st 'i'm SOil JJhut. naa n..-n)" c::o.d v4ricJ ~caUcu.a dum­
llOls end po:lnto of eoauct cva1lab1o to HACSOG Sluka soc .11:1 .l.d"'ll orzonl.:o­
t1on to ecnttol thG JPnc. 

a, 'Iba cun:Bilt ottaageumt far prav!di~g fon:etJ far JPHC opera• 
tiano appears laaical end 11¥?tC?rioto, 

4, ( 

a. Rcco:;ni:.ins: that anc:h operncicm ill unique. pl..;.naiuz for Q 
se.coV1!ey oct1on follcua tbio gena..-:1 p.cttam: 

(1) Ji!RC teed:vas :lnfo:.:acian ar iatolllg~nee cooeatuina 
loe.ue.iOD of a Pll cagp or othor •iJ:D1f1c:nnt indicator. lufon:~.;t:ian mpy 
be racc:ived ~ a opot rapo:t f'l:om a. ·field \SlUt or m1 tha re9ult ariin 
:!Jiterro~~tian of a apturod vc or a .aru:u nol %sllior. 

(2) Ail ares study io conducted tot athor iufor=ation tlbout 
P11~ 111 the ill.:tc34J.ta:a. area af tl1~ ellagad c:~. 

(3) If tho caurce is av•ilable lot 1atorros•t1 .. , a poly­
grcph io roquestod, thic 1o coordiri•t•d throuch 525th III Group. 

(/1) If nooaosa.,., lllli a:ro sont thron~h I!ACV J2 to collect loa 
a;onc~es op~raticg in tba vidnl.ty of tho ouapacted Pll •""'~>• 

(5) Photasr&ph <>td/ot Il\ iW>;•r.t :l.n rnqu•otat, no....U:r 
thr0u3h 7th }:1, 

'(6) mum oufticien: :Lnfonl3tioo is avaU•blo to iadic:.te 
that. a PW C:ctl) is located in a particular area, JPr..c prcse.ats this iu­
for.:ap,tiw ta ltACV COC und 'l'BCD::::lDdll tllat tha aenior US tac:tic:nl cO'CI:IeE~der 
.ta the. ucc bC! tt.skad to ~~ovnlua.ta tho :l.Dfontltion to determine if a raid 
ia fLu:aibla. If .a 1:ecow'Q' op~:r~tiM~ is tez:.nibl..D, t'hc: C:OlZI:tllander in tho 
area i& te.sl.ed co conduet tile. reeovetY"bpii:ation. 

" 

• 
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()) llo pamDDont l.f.&iaon is ...Uta1ccd v1th IDUt-of--=t"l' 
o:.,.cica 1 bov....,:t 1 u mde rith AI:l!!lll :Ia Vll:llTLINE ad 
IIJ.IIC:OII: u V"-11 u PJ.t:J.f, PLCJI.T, 71.7, &Dd 71!1 
Fleet. 

(3) A W.CV letto:t of 14 JCD"""l' 1967, aallject: C:O.UOd 
RalAI:ioii&Mps, ducriboa cha :ta-eaa:try nl:ltiauhlpe blltlloOD SO:: md 
tbe aodo:' US tact1c.al COI$CJidUII v:l.t:hiD tba CTZa. .U a lllttu of p:tao­
tica, JPUC kcopa COC and kl>)' off1==: ill aocb CTZ illfor=a.l u poaaiblo 
opc:tau~ ... wit:ha n'llr bee= ap~rmt, 'l'b.h liat.oa bas ••n:d co pend.t 
ea:f.!.:' US cO>rU!Idcu·a to plm ch•ad u Clpcrctioas dewlap lllld to a larae 
eztllllt rvold a11dd01> md cli!lrupU.ve drC"Jl!av.:ll oa tho.ir cDOlb4t ciperac:toas. 
JIAC OJC uclicotu th:ta coordiDII:ioa h..c :luproved c:D11aiderabl7 111 cbe P""t 
yoa~. 

(4) Ara ... oC O¥Drntion ond a,o:ocieo "Hla 11hich JPRC coordi­
oateo recovc., ~:tatloo• are: 

(a) South Y.ietllaJ;>I vich .IIII!IIS 1 SAIGON prior to 

~ (b) JJ.OS• lll.th /Jmi~i, SAico.~. end •!'proved IJ!Ellll, 
YIEII"l'IJJIE Gild CIHC1'AC prior to ia.!.tial;ion, IC Tl!AIUND baaed torceo are 
:tnvolvad, recovery op3r.ot1ooo vl.ll alao'be coortl.natod uirh Alalm 
II.IIICli:OlC prior to :tnitiation, 

(c) North Victnn~> 111\d ct.IIDODIA: with AI!Eim SAIGON 
and oppr.,...ed by CIHc:ti!.C prior to Wtiation. 1f overflight of U.OS :to 
1Dvo1vad, coo~"d..inat~a "'ith AHDI!! YIENri.\NE h geceasary, 

(5) JPR: also ~nl.tors the !•cape ~d !vasion (E&E) progra~ 
in Southoo•t Asia on a care!u.l ;:>d continuous bosia. JPRC hoe :Lnfluenced 
at1d JR..Sd~ contr1butioas to th!:: progt'il!!1 in th• following an.es: .. 

(A) Hoothly codo lettoc, Tho JPRC is reapcusible for 
tbe ooloction IQd pub11catioa of the conthly coda letter uoed •• & :tecog­
nit1on ay~bo1 b, avadiDJ air crevcen uithout radio c~ication • 

.. 
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(b) Surviv.U J:l.t:>: Su,...i'II;U ldu, capable oC beiftJ: 

daiivn""d 'h1 C!ltller bi~b or lv~ porlorFOaco nircratt, h:i'I'O boeil prcpDllitiOilo~ 
:In Civa locat1or.:> i<~ S\':1 oud tvo loc.etic•w in TU!.n..lliU. the<!o kits cant:un 
it..,. tb:t vould """lot i~d!viou.W: in th=:!:r cv.I!SioD effort:.. JPnc is ra•­
ponsiblc tor dc.sh·ru~:einS, l.bc CO':Ite:r.t"\ of tl.e.ae UtG:, -racomm:mdinA p-rep.osi­
tinn she.J 1 ••porvi..iDr. pccl<n~iD&, md kit rcplacO>:ent, I!Dd for c!olivel'1 of 
kits to thu p:a:p?.::.i'.L.m' &o.itt:G, 

(d) nc~ard Leaflet Procrao: the Revord Laaflot ProArag 
io abo " Jl'il.~ clirectcd aetivity. So""' 4l.S millie:> lealleta have been 
droppod in IIVll ond LAOS. Pll!llo aro being ude to e~pand tbis prouru to 
1ncludo a C.\li!!ODI.t.!: lMib""'Z" leaflat, A le~!lot rrosraa for the SVII/ 
CMISODIAII bcr4~r nr=• should cco::oeueo some tine in F~bruSTy. •. 

5. ~l":~cluct of Opertl\.1rno/Coor£\1nat1MU 

/a. Aa :oint11d out ell'tli:!6', opar.e.:ioa.s .;:rc normnUy cozrted out 
und~r th~ oporatto"~l coatrol of the oeuior US t~cticDl co~snde~ 1~ tha 
area. 

b. Coo~din~ticn '~th aaa~~ies outoide th~ taetical commander's 
Gphcr~ of influ:nc~ is accc~~lishcd by JPRC. Sucl1 coordination ~ny iaclud~: . 

Ill' ncq•••tlo.~ sseeos ho" lU.CV or CillCFAC that arc not 
.e.va.tlalr la to the: loc:c.l co'-=lsn~t", such am n&\'41 I' apport 1 spec1al typo 
Vi!.opon", .and Dpeei.ally trained per•onnzl. 

(2) Ccard1nmtion with otlter ~~cno1ee such as M1l:lllls SAlGO~, 
or Vn.ml.,\llE, JCS .end CIUCi'."-C, 

(3) J..rr.cnge.o.e.At for evacuation and t't'cut:menr:: of TBtumecs. 
JPRC ~lao eoordina~os hoapitalizQtian, ev~~t~tion and debriefinz arr~ge­
centa directlr v!~h thu co~po=,nt co~·~ds. 

c, ~fter o ~aid h:s been conduet~d, plano c~ll !or evocuation of 
%eturnees to • poi~t dasigaatod ~y the co~pcaant co~~oud 1 whore thoy under-
go pr~~arati~~ fa~ ~v~~uation to OGNUS, a~turnecD ate debriefed by 1ntel­
liteccc pe~oonu~l fro~ their s~rvi~~. A te~, usually conaistiDg of two 
Den, will usulllly &ccot:pZUly ratucc:::!a ~~ -corrus. A .JPRC representative ia 
ptesant at th~ 1nit.ial dc.brict:ic: :o <!,cf.etmine re.turne.e knowledz.e. of other PRa. 

" 
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'Ila:uu?)lout tJ.t cwd.u!:.t of the:• ap:::-atiou:~, JPRC it re.spor!-111-
blo !or keeping hi&h•r hcaJq~:Utuo illfonz<l, 

. 6. (~ault:: ObU.i"C::!d: • .. ... -

~:~ a~iv~tion, tba JPRC he3 b~en·tnvalvad id 5~ iad1Vidnal 
opera.Uow... 'llae::a haw included ai;. n:ida Ggaittat f11 em<.p ~ices,• five 
rccO!'U\aisaane.a patrnl.z: ~s.a.:lnst auapocted PU e~ Gite.a, and faur saaJ:Ch 
opcraLtoa::J to. reco,.cr daw=d pilatu. 'lba rc.idc. ud rfr.:aDDaiasance patroll 
heve: rocoverc=d no US pC1'.~tD1)ne1, but tha four llDJJ:rch opeu.tJ.ca• ruulted 1D 
tho 1.6COVerJ of thb t.odia6 of ttto pUC!t& r.nd tho "tC.co-..e.ry of t:1ve. do\m~d 
Ainws. "1\reu.t, G~:J nati011ob beld p:iaone.r by t'he vc van recovered dur:­
int ~aids Q;Gtaat Lua of tha ~ uit~s. On 8 November 196'• JPRC C40rdi~ 
nate:d .a ~~ccue. effort ta U.OS that. l:t&\llted in che reeov~t'Y af tour US 
pl:t.aonnel. Six US XU 'Ucre alao loC4ted in tha a"tea. 'lhe.ll.o ab bed pre-­
viously been l!otod IliA •• a :teoult ar tho •- l.aoident (llieol.ag 111d 
Captu~od rcrsanael ia SEA Gte at lacloaura 1). 

a. 'lha III!&Genti.Dl neasr~ at the J"~JtC opar:.tit'Q makes cot~t • 
111econdeey e.onaide.:-ation. .Actu;Uy tha CIC.IiC: bu boca nc~l'iaible UAlelll 
the for~ey ~sed !a tho Dcvcral r~eu~ opara~ions ore eoueida~d.--:a 
lot>! inotancoo bottlllioa d:d fore .. vith I~&U«>pter ouppott """' emj>loy­
ed u1tb no rooulto, Tb1o uill und~ubtodly h•VP .. o:sl.D l.a the futuro 
becnu!le of the nat\lfQ a( thi3 tareets. 

b. O~er.aUoad G~t::::llcaa of Jl'RC lou;; the fot'aell c:nil:l41:.tell llave 
been tnsigntfi~an::., $253. 7S h~ ba.c.&1 J~a!d W1der th~ rtuard p~o;r=• Sa:;ll 
Jncidental tr.pen~e~ for op~ci~l it~ cuch ~s bolt cutter•, bac~BM~a, snd 
vsepon ailencors v& be~ ineurr~a. 

a. ) ~~ thl! J'PRC iLl auppotted in its reuatd leaflot p;:o~:ram 
by JUSP vho de1:igna the lc.afletD 1 by llACWD who 1:!1 respol:laibls for deliv-
ering e le&fletJ:I, by 7th fSTOP.S Croup 1.1ho print a th~=• in coordiDatiou. 
with 4lh 'S~01S Ctoup who io toopansib1e fot final paekin~ of leaflets 
before thoy are ds:l:l"land by 7M. JPRC eoord1natl!8 its PS'iOP pro,r.rm p1:i• 
m•r1ly vU!J JCS?AO, 

... 

• 
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ol, Jl'RC :Ito ill clooo doUy CGDUCt 11J tb the IIOit iqortllftt 
eourc<~o ot :tatolllgen""t IIACJ%, the. Ja:tat S&uch 011cl Raacuo c:mur (wlth 
vho:o a oocura Col01J1ho1ll l:tak haa l>ooo estabU1hed), CIIS :ta SAlcml,.llld 
VIElll'IA.'IE, .525tb HI G....,p, DotAch!OOhL 6, 6499th SpecJal AcUvit.7 Group, 
I!ACV COC, 7AP V.CC, 7ch Flcat ere• a ,end US J::isbasai~ :ta Southeut Ada. 
Cloae coord:ta.otion 1e ua1ntained vi"tll all COCIJlOD~ntr. of •L\cv both in sa1o­
ins io!o:r.Ation and io kc~piog the cu=Poncnto iofot:zd of PY iotelli~anco 
irl their .:re_.. • 

·' 

a, tne ~1ss1on and objectives of J?~C appeor to bo acle~uotaly 
ototed and complete, TorRS of reference provided by CtNCPAC provide ouf­
ficiont authority for J?KC to coodoct i~o miesion, Tho priority that 

.. 

D 
"F- 239 

. . . 

'l'ab 5 to 
Appendix P 

' 

:: . 
. . . 



( '· 

( 

' ' .... 

... 

' -

bns b=ca Affordocl to .J!'liC alfo(tl:, to illcludo cbc prortuiOD of fan: .. l.u, 
"" 1ud.\e4tc4 b1 cperoclall!l couducted, b2ot1 oufficlcnt, llbenev.>r ""' ~r3~n­
ciou baa been :!ndicnted th,. ~011oe by 411 """"""'112Cl 1..,. been rapid ::n~ 
1111rkod by ~' coo:o=l:icm """" to the pni."lt. of a~dl.n:; dow ~-t 
opa.ra.tiv.l& to pc~t UDe or ussenti::l 1e.sou~u.o. 

b, 'lbe Orp:l.•~t.ioD Qf JPRC ~d ita lOCAtiaa Uithio II.'.CSOG DO;:'OU• 
app:op:rir.te to c.., =turu .. r tlao oporatio:l• tnd tbe DVJdl~llty or •• , ... mu_ 
catiOlUI =II li::iscn facillticos affo>docl. Til' proposed JTI) cbmses tl'!U 
illlprova the apzhllit:p of Ji'I:C to perfon ltl! !Oi:lolon. 

I 
c. Tho rcuou,cen ""..U..bla cppaer to bo adeqv.ate lsi thllt vlr­

t....Uy aJ)' r""ourcao v!Lh.tn llAC:V cmt bo pravidc4 110 raq<rirod .aod aro fur­
dahcd .110 the hir,liCZlt pria::ity ba><:ia, 

4, Plm~a!.Dg ead coorcli:lat.lon procedure• appaar to he.ve bean vor:C..d 
out ovor tbs tic!! Alslco Cornatio:> of Jl'l\C to 11 point whore the ope><atiaa:J 
"" be c:o:cluctad uitb rolctiva a:oatlmca:~ md 11 IZin1I:Juil of turbulence 1n 
ocher couhcc apcrotioua. Caol:'dination uitb IIAC'/ coc illld tba cc:opcnencs liM . 
:reached c pc1nt .:'llara JPilC !:capo ell ca~canood ;lnforlll!ld of P""s:lble pcndinll 
-recovo.., openti~ oo that p:ropcl:'atiDDD """ ba pb:nad rather tban to pt.,.. 
ecat a l.aot r:lautc diaruptiDD of otber oct:lvition, • 

•• RI:!Dulta cbtai:l'!!ld Mve berm lao~~. Havav8r, thiD i.e not M itt-­
dicatiOII of \IQU;nus ill th~ aystw, ltnthcr it can bo tra..,d priloa:rUy to 
the lnek of tinoly, occ.,...cto iatelllRcmca du~ in largo part to the pre-
cautions l:llker, by the ""Clll)' fo; of Plio, 

" 
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(2) 'Ihc •••""d .....,a 11: in colloe~:ion outJ:idc of S\'ll, llara 
again, tbc prablal:l "PJ>GCra to be l!>lp)t,siD 1111d uotivation. llc!mlo to achieve 
ompbasia ~d 100tiv:tioo 81101'1~ potential collactora in LAOS, CAMBODIA, end 
HV!! nocd to be follfld. 

(J) Tnitd 1n tiWr Area 1D tho upparent aoecl for au overall 
coordinated collection pl=. or pro;;rou ostebll.ohad by I!Ac;J -!2, t'bich vould 
tie tolleLhcr all posdblo collacto::o oC Pll inEo=t:toa, establiob appro-
priate prioritios .,idu-rons<> effort on thio prob1.,., 

I 
12. The AHEG coacludos that 1 

JPRC l:l:lnoian and terco of referenco ore appropriate and ade-
quate. 

b. 'IIIe otgoniznt:ton IIUd =in:; laval of JPP,C 11:1 pr~>vicled for in 
tbe J7D oub~itted for approval is adequate, Poreonnol a8aigned are highly 
qualifiod ADd l:lot:tvated, 

c. Pxacedurao f1>r obtaining resources f1>r recovery operac:tono and 
for conducting and coordina~in~ o~arations are adequate. 

d, Intelligence received by JPRC h~ not been adequate for aucc•••­
ful ~eeovery ope~4tioos p~1Da~11y because colleetion boa nat been .eufficiently 
~aapcnaive. .. 

e, The key al., ... c in reeol!•rr oper&tiono u timely and ruubl• 
intell!gonce, Further, thct the abaance of this cleaent io et tba heart 
of out lack of ouccese to data, AAaL1aia of the cclleetioa effort reveals 
thrco nreeo in ~hich 1l:lprl>vem~t ~•y be poaaible, 

Uh Ecphos:t.D on lo<Joolowl agent potmtial to collect infor­
ll'ae1on en US Pl/ locaetons u.tt.h1n RVN. 

(2) Incxeaood ecpboo:to'oo collection outside of R~l. 

(J) Focusing of tho total llACV effort through provision of an 
overall 1 eoordia~t d pU 1Afo~tioa colleQtioc proRram, 

a, The APEG off~rs the follouin: in eoasiderstian of tbe CINCPAC 
Joint Su~ey•Toam conclusionat 

'• 

Cone.lusioM The t1C11 J'T1)1 codified to retain the cue ~ lntel­
ligen~e Off1cer spnee, will be adequ4te to accomplish the JPRC mission. 

COHHI"'IT1 Concur, 

Ccncluoiono The tc~ of Jtferenee provide adequate authority 
for J?RC to p~rform ito functions and discl1arg~ 1t5 respon~ibilities. 

CO~fl-IENT: Concur 

" 
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( CITicl..,iiM: Suff1ciD11t CCC!Ill1i,;.tl., f<sciliU.eo arc avai­
lebla to tbe Ji'IIC tto perait full &cope of opnatioi>S eil'fidOiled by tbc 
ldiS=icm. 

COI~ll:ll?t All systcm od.th .a e.apabilitr to c:ollut agoiut 
kaovn potential oourco~ of US YJ info~tion ara ~ppropri~talJ CDsked. &o 
diversion or con~ontrncion of any apecific oyst~ ia c:onaid•rtd useful, 
7ho present effo~t 1a productive ~d rapid (38 aignificant reporta in the 

~ period October-Dec~cr 67), R~ponsiblc pcroonnel ora alert to tho 
criticality of thio problem and llCcord it aU tbo emphasf.a poso!ble. 

,c 

Conc:ludont 7ha lArgest dngla problelll in 14c.;t!on aDd re­
covery of detsl.nod US/M!Al' ponronr.al is cba lAck of tiaely &Dd accurate 
intelligence dot"• 

CO!t1!ll1's Concur, 

Ccmcluoto.·u The JPRC to oper.stiag in accordance witbJIIo 
torms of reforeace issued by C1NC?A~, es approved by JGS. 

·' 
Conc:luoi~: ~e present JPRC has very high potential, eompe­

tent ~ell ~uolifie6 leedoT&bip, on6 all p~tnonnel pes•••• thb to~uited skilla 
and ara vell QOtivated t~ard the ~is;ion. 

Cone:lu.s_. on r Escapa aad Evasion pro graze conducted by the 
servie~a in S~~lh Ate prosrassing in a odtisfsetory amnnor. JPRC is 
~nito41ng those progra~ closely in an Attempt to standardize casualty, 
KIA/detninee reporting proeedutea, 

CO){!!!:NT: COneur. .. 
Conclusion: The JPRC post-hostilities ~lan (nov in draft fo~l 

ia adequate and Vill fultill tbe prlsoner debriefing requiremcnte. 

COH:!l!IT: Cc<>eur. 

.. 
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b, Tllc AJIJ'G offer& tho follol"in~ in condderatioD of tho CINCPAC 
Joint: Suryey Teaa. Peco~.~ndat:lonn: 

lleeor,-...lnd~t::lan: Toat ll.a 0-lt intclli.cunce offic:er'a position 
bo retcinad vica the v .. :J rcc:o..:=o,dlld in the. net: J7D. 

COlt!Q!T: Concur. A fidd grado officcr io required for an 
advisory end coordin.atio:l Tcle rm 11 recovery qpcraticn. .,'n1,1t;.e offic.erB 
arc needed for necassary fle:=tbilitv. 

• 'Io thia end 1 llACSOC 
dinate \lith 1/;p to arri\·a ct a ruutuill ~,s:raa:::mt on sortictt, data 
collected, area of intcreot, ate. I£ required, a SICR should be iseued to 
obtain thia data. 

toHHEU'f: Concur.., See Coti:llant on conclusion 11bove. 

J1gconm3ndr:.tionr Th.ut COlnJSJIACV dcs!:n a standard procedure 
for c&Gunlty/laA/det:inea reportiu3 and the aainteaance of personal datA 
files (photo~. ~uthanticatic~ syutecs, ccercency addteaaeea, etc,) for 
uae b' All £etviceo in S!.IStA, 

COUHE'NTt The desirability of ouch a progr.sm should ba examined 
carefully before impla.c:~ntat:lon to ba sure that the gains that mizht accrue 
o~e vo~th th~ cost ol the Qffo~t. 

Roeo~~dAtio,: That tha JPRC continuo in its present line of 
endetl\'ot. It oerva.a C1 e:ctret1ely us~ful purpose in thot a.o other orRaniza• 
tion or agency provides a central point of contact or focal point for data 
on HIA/dctaineea in SEASIA, 

~ 

cmRrtNT: ConCUl'. lloweo.,ar, ~the provision of a focal point for 
infonu1t:lo:1 :l.o secondJU;y to its poteptial .ca a reco\'llry nge.rtc:y. 

R~eo~•ndation: That HI.CSOC c~ploxe the fcneibility of develop­
ing ains~eton agent n3Dsta speciDlly qunlified and trAinsQ for introduction 
into HVN for the purpooe of penctratins, PO:~ calllpD for iAtelligenee purposes 
QDd to perouoda selected PUJ guards to defect vith prisoners, or permit 
clandestine aperatioQfi vithiu the priso~. 

14, It is reco~cnded that: 
•. 

a. CDlCPAC Joint Survey Teno reco~ndations as eoncurted in by 
thia group bo approve~ (see para l3b abpve), 

" • 
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b. Slcps b.:! l.Uon to focua J.nuH nt:t41nt.J.on t~n the eollcct:f.ng o; 
:lnfom:.~on on US j,o;•'a; ths:t thi:a colJ~ctiro cf!ort be g,ivon flriol:'ity over 
all but Lh~ QQQt urgent tu4L1~~1 1aqulr~Lo; thAC US ~dv!aors to J.RVal 
intellicanc:a af'E1carG ,ct Corps la~l c.d b:!lDU be!. d!rcetad ta pro.au this 
proJ;l'titG 1 nnd t.hr.t thl!y be prov!d'!ld th.: t:.:!t:.nc to in~uce "Mr4!:9iVO!. agent 
ancl agc.at penctl'~tio.;1 opnrat1crnn to r.lcnval: F\1' a v1th1n RW1. 

c, J. confct<>ncc be contuctod b3 co:lbSIIACV 1.'1-.olvinl; ell potential 
eollectol'D D! \)~ l'll in!ono~t!on in 'U.OS, C.U>JDlllh •·n•l lMI to clot~:n:d.no 11:1-
provcd ~~anD AQd coo~dinction on ~=asures ~uquircd Cor d~v~lapinc gre4ter 
e~phasis on this proo'Z'~m. ~ . 

cl. IL\CV J2 prepare M ovor<\Il, coord.taatcd collcceioa pl.:n or 
prosral> of ovor>iding prlo:ity fo> HI iafonation • 

.. 

.. 

_ .... _ -. 

" • 
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HEADQUARTERS 

UHI~ED S~~TES MILITARY ASSIS~ARCt COMMAHD, VIETHAM 
STUDIES AND OBSERVATlONS OBOUP 

DIR:SCTIVE 
IIU!!liER 500·1 

APO 96222 

23 Januar:r 1968 
(800 OP-80) 

. . . 
TO SuP PORT OP-80 HE UIREMENTS U 

I 
~o develop ~eapoDeiv~ procedures lor 

ersonnel recovery actions. 

a. It must ba reali~ed that tha taets au4 circumatauces 
aaaoa:l.o.tea. 'll:l.tb e"ab rec.,.,.er:r opero.tion may ana probo.b:l.y 'lli:I.J. 
be aitterent than the previous or next recovery o~eratio~. 
There~ore the inetructions in this directive ~re general 
in no.ture and vill have to be tailored to eaah specific 
rocoYer:r operation. lt is imperative that all perponnel 
involved in a recovery action be aware ot the neceasit7 
tor an e~peditiouas vell planned reapon2e. Advauce 
preparation, i~sotar as poeeib~a. should be taken to 
preclude time consuming delays at critical times to inoure 
prope~.oaordination and 8uperviaicn of actioDa ~aken. 

b. 0~-BO vill provide'command an4 control tor t5a 
operation, OP-30 vill provi~e or arrange tor raquired air support, 
and OP-35 vill provide ground torces. Other sections vill 
provide sup t as required. 

3· ) RESPONSIBILITIES: The tolloYin6 responsibilities 
are isted to provide all concerned vitb the tasks eaQh 
B nch/Sect1on vill be expeeted to execute. 

a • .QE=.!!.Q. • 

(l) Alert OP-30 (Operation and Training Division) 
and OP-35 (Ground Studiea Group) to pending recover:r 
operations as soc~ as the requirement is knovn. 

(2} Coordinate vith OP•30 and OP-35 in formulating 
the proposed reeovery p1au, 

(3) Provide task 1orca 'commander tor exQautidn ot 
approved recovery plans, and advioe OP•30 at additional require• 
mente or changes in plans. Central control point vill 
eBtablished at SOG CCC. 

(4) Conduct briefing or approved plan ~or all task 
force e~ements assigned. 

(5] Provide guidance to all aoncerne! regarding 
p~oc~durea for proceao~ns recovered personnel. 

0 This direot1ve !Upersede• MACSOG D1rective 500-l, 10 
Januo.ry 1967. 

GROUP l 
EXCLUDED fROM AUTOMATIC DOWN­
ORADING AND DECLASBlFlCATION 
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(6) Coordina~c en:! csLeblish liaiaon rl.t.b y.s, 1111<1 All..icd clcp.lr!.r~r.' 
MCI ~!lencic!l to :l.nauro ad<htionol supporlinll t.orcae DI'CI abtaina.i khon rc'I'Ured, 

· ··· '<7>-~~rc t.m.t. appropriBt.a ~ssieo have approved BlllCirr Lmltr Lc:.-: 
s~egiJlll throv!;h t.boir areu ot int.ereo:t. t<hen ""'!uira4, and noc=sor;y 110tUialltio.~ 
1111<1 coordination ia Accccq>lil;bcd, ' 

(8) Insu.""' tbot edequata quant1t1eo ot: QDrgQM7 cqltl.paant/oupplios 
riucd tor paro~rap to peraanncl to bo r<u:ovcred ars prepocitionud at. de~ted 
looal:iona, 

b, 0!'-JO: 

(1) Prorl.de clirection to tho appropriate oporntiDM eoct.ions "" to' 
actions t.o be taken. 

(a) Em.Dblish liwon tlith appropriate acenciee t.o ware that 
eol'reet. lin•• ot cor::mun1cat.iono are eet.obliohcd t.or oxpaditioua l'OD.J!!?n50 to air 
support. rcquil'c;oento. Tbo t.ollO\Iillg procedurea pert.Dining to tho Seventh lli Foraa 
have bolll1 esta'bl.ishedl • 

·' l• OU~-ot-count17 Support.s 
• • 

A· CS'll 7AF Ca:z:w:de~ Operations Contor (Ail'I'OS~'VCG{ 3405 
1.1.2:) and ask t.ol' tho Senior Cont.rollor, Intorm the Sonior Cont'rOll,'lJ:. 
l.lCHl' requil'cont. tollOt.fS, ou~llne the oituation aoo ini'o:no hill! wlea air 

required, 

2, In-Countl'1 SuppDr!.: For :!Jalediote action :requost.a, call 
7AF TJ.CC C~and Post (Talk Quick 416) end sok tor tho Senior Controllu, ou~- · 
line the siruation ~ int.or.o him what air support ie required, 

(2) llonitor actions t.a!Cen to insure they are executed properly and 
expeditious]J', • , 

(a) Upon notitic:ation that a reorHeey oper:;tion is to be exoc~ed, 
0?•32 will take the tollowing actions: • 

1,. Aosign an JJ.r Uoison 0!!1cer to OP-80 to monitor, ~vise, 
euporvieo, and respond to air support requirer.~ents, _ • , · 

,g. Sub:d\ ail- support requc~~• to Sov~nth Air For~>e Cccmand 
Post which may inclUde but ere not limited to: 

A• Trnnsport .\!lXed Wlnc/Kel1copter) 

!!• Fon.arcl Air Control 

F- 251 •. 
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E.• CAP 

!1• strike 

s., Ccxom2al and Colltrol 

!.• llesuppl)-

~ ·-

' l• Provide trBM!>Qrt:.ation tor OP-!lO t.aak force colltrol pnty and 
airllfi of lll'-3li .foroes as :required, : 

~ 

·lt.· llhon requ1l'<l!!1 proVide a tactical ll1r liaison represelll.ative 
.for support. to C & c Detachmant during th'> comw:t.. o.S: recovo;ey operations, • • 

c, OP..Jit 

(1) ~ain reccmnaissJce te~ and c=:xl and central part:.;r to 
qual.il)r :for axec~on or per80117lel recweey mssions, . ' 

(2) llpon receipt. or otdel' to execute a recovery missi~n <r:>:eeut~ the 
following act.im>s: 

miao!.on, 
(a) Alert. C & C Deta~ont to des;lgnate forc~e to <IXOcllte the 

, (b) Insure that the clesignntcd .forces are equipped with ident~ 
';"Ill bands and Ensllall language carda, •. 

(e) Request. that. the IntelligeliCe DivisiOl:l 'prl>rid.e available !liSPs,' 
otder o.r battle, allcl current :lntelligel\ce in ll!i:ssion area, · ~~ 

(cl) Prov:!de OP-30 with air support. ~8. : 

(e) U req\tlred, req.U.ast. that 0!'-30 ~e a tactical air liaiaon 
rep:resent.ut.ive to assiut. the C & C el.""'ent, '! 

(f) Desi8nate a miaa1on ~Ject otrice:r and aclvise all concernod, ' 
' . . 

(g) Request. tllat OP-110 conduct tho necessacy- coordination and ari-llllga 
necossar,y clearance to,. personnel and/or equipnent. into ctho:r- connt.riea concernecl, 

(h) Coordinate >d.tb Cllie.!', CCIIII!Iunications l!ranch ar¥1 insure thet 
requ:lrecl camunicationa equipnent acea~~panies reconnai.ssa.n<:e team or v.lll be 
avs.ilable at the launch aito, 

(i) Depl.ey t..,. as expeditiouo:cy aa possiblo, •• 

-~----......-, 
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a. lntellinonee: l'rtlvit!e avulla'ble maps, order of "blltt.lc, and current. 
intellicenca us requested by OP-30, OP~351 and OP...SO. Coordinuto requests for 
aeriul reconnaissance. 

: e. Cannrunieations: Provide CCIIIDIWiicat1ono equipnent. and .facilities as 
requested b:y 0 01 OP-35, ond OP•30. 

REPillll'S: It is tile raspons1bllit;y or tile senior OP-80 represant.ative 

.. 

to :l.ns that pariodic reporta are subnitted thrcll!lh available. eCIIIDiunicat:l.ons ehan-
ne.ls o jlle Chief, BOO. l!cportin& t:l.l:lea or lrequenc;y are nat. spaci.fie<l; hcwover, 
reports sl_cn>ld be aulzdtted on a t:lmol7 "bllsis to keep all concemet! appraised ot 
the ourrer status or operations. 

Ffll!- 'niS CHll!l', SOGs 

)FF!CIAL: 

:..:::. IOUilG, JR. 
\!.~ 1 USA 
:ulo!in OUieer 

OP-~0 
0?-"30 
Int...J. 
C!'-)2 
:JP-J3 
<P-34 
OP~35 
COIIII:I 
C&CDet 
SAI:l) 

Admin 

(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(l) 
(l) 

l'H u 
1) 

(1) 

.•. 

p. 253 

/S/ 

IVA!l c. BLAND 
LTC, USA 
Executive orricer 
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RECOVERY S~IES GROUP ( MACSOG-80) 

~ MISSION ~ • 

--

the starr cognizant agency ana joint 

coo 1nat1ng authority within MACSOG tor post-search and 

rescue personnel recovery operations and as such develops 

requirement~ for collection of intelligence ana other 

a 

concerning detained and missing personnel. 

assist in providing guidelines for debriefing 

~o provide E&E briefing data to component commands 

agencies. 

FllNCTIONS 

on all matters pertaining to 

D8 and allied personnel. 

Supervisee the operations of the Reoover,y Stuaiea 

\ plans end procedures for search and 

r over,y operations and Eecape and Evasion programa within 

f opera tiona. 

) Acta as coordinator during recovery operations 

irivolving air, ground and naval recovery forces. 

Develope requirements for collection of timely 

intelligence and other data required tor 

ery operations. 

Collates, analyzes, evaluates and ~1ntains 

in~lligence files concerning detained and m1aeing personnel. 

3. Develope operational intelligence and prepares 

at dies of areas of interest to the Recovery Studies 

Division to determine the feasibil1ty of initiating 

Tab 8 to 
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personnel re ver7 operations. 

Briefs other intelligence agencies on the mission, 

ope~ationa and intelligence requirements ot the Recovery 

Stud:1.BB 

with requirements tor the collection 

o 1ntell1genoe and other data in exoeaa of local 

capabi~ties and provides D1A with information developed, 

re~t1ve to ptured acd missing personnel. 

6. Maintains close and continuous liaison with 

ot er va intelligence agencies to stimulate the flow of 

information and intelligence pertaining to captured or 

missing personnel. 

- ~ 

~ormulates, coordinates and supervises operational 

pr eduree and plans for the recovery of capatured US or 

allied personnel. 

2. ~oordinatea and established l1aision with US 

a~~ed departments and agenciee to eneure ~um 
utilization or-available reeources and to achieve maximum 

for launching recovery operations • 

coordinator/liaison to US and allied 

conducting recovery operations. 

evaluates E&E equipment, survival 

items. In conjunction with air and 

Naval Poroes make recommenast1on• for the procurement ana 
use o£ new equjpment or the modification of existing equip­

ment. 

5. ~ers tactical unit Commanders and operations 

P~a~ :n- the mission and operation ot the Recovery 

Studies Division and advises them on the feasibility and 

techniques of prisoner recovery operations. 

Tab 8 to 
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new tactics and teahniques 

operation~. 
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D5l'.l!l':nlr:tl'l' w 'l'lll! J.n:rt 
Jloadqu.:>r~c, l l'1•ld l'orcc V1<>tn"" 

Aro Sco ~cncLoc~ ~6350 

·-
IIEGIIIATIIll 
IIDIIBSii 3Dl-3 

" 
tiiLITl.!!Y DI:ZZLLlGEI:C:S 

Pll!!POSS• To atanda~:dizc, procodurea .In otdBr t1111t rccavet;y 
at!on o• F~~ pq;o can ~ louccbed wit~ s cill!oum loRa ot ticc. 

&x\'>rl.,.nc• ;a!Md t••" acuduetine ROll """''""1 
utiono chat Vl.l>t Con~ PO'J c=P• are vuluor..t~lo to CIIUt, 

<>11 plcn.ad beliborne raid~ ubcreto cc,pleto ;actlccl eu:pt1aa 1o 
achieved. Viu Cona l'C1./ cupo oro aonually gun<ded by 11 Vl>l:J """11 
force, l>ut ach1eve tbol:r cocu:it)' by virtuo of• tho!:: pool.ticu:lllg, 
uaually deep wL;b>.n VC l>~:e ""'"""• 'lila VC IIO:DAll:l' rotate ~~~ Cl>!llp:l 
through pre-:olectad pooltlo:>s 11t d>out tht:ey..aoy .lntC:v41o1 c: 
wbonsvu the1 bslieva th~ •=P lccction ha4 ~GA cc:~prC<>isod b)', Cll 
oecaP>•• H Cbanb or Yll lli!lbt. 

3. 

Ao Do!initiOAOI 

(1) J>ertshcble intelligence 1e thet intelliseace tfhich·mast ---· 
be rea.ctod to ic«ediataly at ito valua :lS 1oot.. 

(:i)-Non::por'i.-;hMe-i~~~ll!zcau is :hat typ: of iotalligence 
so ~hich r~action o~r4tiooo sta aot illbib1tcd by restrictive time ::...:a.. 

' P, 

b. 'Ib" bcot intelll(leaca 1.11 tbAt ioto.lUgoaco which 1e de: Lved 
cou:eone uno bl:ls haa s.c.c.ess to the ccmpJ G•&• ecce.p!.e.s, zuo:cie o: 

lalbol::ere axe "Llling to lead a reaetion to:co bocl< illto ~ba t.:e£. 

h •' 

.. . 

. . -

. ·. ··- .. 

.· 

. ' 
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. 
e. A ccmpreheadvo hrteuoco\iDn/dal>ti&!l.nz: "p!.sa b "ce-=dc4 

foil v=: to' .I.Dterrogat:a 1101 CIWIIII ""d l'!T~ ad te clubd&! ecccpua, 
Such a f!.tJldG lG attacbcd .at LaclOOI!ZII lo 

5o ~JDA:OC:Sa All Aobotantiva illt•Uf::aa.: rcpcr tD o! .1'0>1 ~p rtiou -uul 1» reponed by 1')4oh D!DII<IP to,lllld...,..,ac :Ca!d~ote4: 

. : ..: .. . . . 

< 

•• Oli:WSL\CV ~~ JRC), . ., ., ::, .......... !:. .. • • • • 

'b. co, 1 E'I!QII.CSV . 
~'! .. c. USA, n'cn : .. &. , 

cl. 525th ,tll Gl'oap . . --··· • .. . .; :•'\l'. _ ..... ... - ...t '">'·· •j 

'f -~ -:.::.· .. t. u u.s. pr;Laoneu ..... iavolw4, tha eabjact or \be o:oaeaze • .. ••• '". 
vUl t& "llii.IGIIl' 1.1G&'l"· 'lbe argon07 o! """"diUoual;t :rapcrtills • -, • 
pel'f.ababl& inte11l.gence 1 euCh &I iDfotr=tioa obtained .!~om. eacapu•1 •. .'.,..::, ·' ~ .. 
aannot be ovor-e~t~pba:sieecS. ..:. ,.,. :. . .. 

, • ...--OSA ropreoeatativae sbould ba l.n!oriDld !RsdLatel:v ' ' ~.' ; 
to dat~• they have eddJ.tiollSl ia.eo<maUon or bAVa asaete 
that e&D oontira or p:rocfte. soo:e infor:aat:tCD.. • ·:.. " 

ho l'oll..,•up action ehould be J.Jiiticted ~dictel)' to !ull:v 
d•vclop tba SSt. oxtxe~ caution muet be exorciJed ~r~ tba oataet 
to p:e'I>Ont cca>p:ooiaJ.ng t.bo OF'" .. Uticno o, !I• uaUAtetal cct1on at 
tbie st.en:a ia recm.J:211ded. . . • .. • . 

J., G2 will aocU;y Jifi.C1 w.cv, aod &r<1lli.SG lor JHlC roproaeatatio:f 
•e .requited. : .. ·· • 

on:r..r.TICI:lSo .. 
a. Iland oa tha int~111r,ence tenerated, lm,..diate opera;ional 

planning b J.nicJ.aced unilater•Ur by the designated tsetl.coJ,.<!c=.onder 
or :Province Sonic~ Advuor, 1o ccordloation witb u.s. mULtar;y &dviaO:J' 
at•U• ..--,.; Primsr;y ~uotlon tctceo to bs con- · 
aldered ~or !!j~ .. ~~~~iJ!~~'~ji•!l 
becauoa ot inborent %DPld reaction oapaDilitic• ond their aDillC, 
to pru"""" tho aacurir, o! the opi.ra~i=>. c. .. p and llobile St:dlte 
Porco unite (CSF/IJS!!') trom Compan;y B, Stb Special Forcoo Group Air­
borne ahould alta be con~idered aa a raady Eaacttoa force. 

~~, "': 

loternal routing instructions will bo includod as follow•• CDMU~ 
tor Ji'i'.C, W.CJ21, ll!.Cl22, CG, I FFOI!.ClV tor G2; S2Stl> Ill croup !or 1!/Ci'm. 
Rot~• aocovoty propooa\o ohould f2! be ineluded in lntolligoaco :eo•a~, 
Z.Zuages p;o:tal.n>.nc to p:oposod oparat1on• obculd bs lorwm:ded to a;, 
lPFO!IC£P cnl)', ·, • • .... . .. 

.. 
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Roll 11o Jr-3· IIQ lrFOllc;v, Aro soo Frcncbcc s~35o 21 J:>ob c.s <Ccnt'dl 

b. 7hc. maJor tacticAl unit c.m.t~andcro 1 o: the!. Rravtncc. Senior 
J.dvuo•o in tb.<> pccrtl.neo. \11\ll<C u. a. tco:ces "'"' 1\0t P'"~ent v!.11 eppcir.t. 
a T~sk P~ca end u. s. e~andct to acrvc na tha avi:all coordinatot aud 
to inltlutc tactical plconing. 

c. 'l'b0 coeover)' teat; fo:cca COI:'lUlnder .and tba air a1:5.A.ion co::a.andcr 
w111 conduct A joint ,nc:rial 'e.ccnnaiasMca of tb\ uea to ec.lec:t tb 
land.lntt acne. F.:ctrcCie caution must b4 e.xarclsed to pre,.nt aomp:o­
m:l.sing the: Opet on. 

7. 1 PFOllCEV/11 CTZ SUPPO::\T1 

a, Upon receipt of aubatcntive. intelligence tepo::to o£ PQ;I ca:op 
locatton• by the 021 1 Eli"OitC.."'V 1 the l'ajo• unit colt!llandu or l'<ovinca 
Sedor Advlaor t1ill be alcrtc~ by HQ, Il!i'Ol!.CSV ct en 1:of0ndinz oparAticn • 

..,... A J'l'a.C z:cp~:eaontat:l.vc will be. r::equB-Bted, th:ougb r~cv~:, to coze. to 
lleadquo:: ten, JFFOllCSV. 

b. "llle ·1 'Fl'ORCBV 'IOC t1lll czonitor tbe operation. 

c. An Alter-Action neport uUl ba prepoll:"od br tho Task P.,.co 
CO!IIZBndo.t upon co:oplcticn of tho opu11Uon. (AWA-GD) 

1101!. 'IIIZ C<l<!MMUl~: 

J 

~'~·~b1a. 
Colooel, AGG v· 
AdJUtant General 

.. 

0 

JA!iES C • l':f.t.=lS 
E:is~diot Coner~l, OSA 
~{e.£ o: swz 

•• ool': •, • 

. ' 
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nee for Additional Support of the JPRC (U) 

provide 

tor PW recovery operations, 

a, Provide the JPRC (Joint Personnel Recovery Center) 

an increased capability to its theater PW recovery 

programs, 

b. Provide an experienced exploitation force, up to 

company size, for immediate reaction to perishable 

intelligence information on PW locations, primarily 

u.s. PW'a. 

c, Provide in-oountry reaction capability in 

addition to established C&C AOs. 

d. To establish a minimum requirement tor additional 

specialized training. 

GROUP l 
EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC DOWN­
ar\DIN' AND DECLASSIFICATION 

UltUUt J. 
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employe~ to the maximum degree. . 
e. MACSOG-35 will identity the roroe to be employed 

and the external rire s~pport assets required. 

t. MACSOG•32 will identify air asset requirements 

based on MACSOG-35 force input; 11ft to launch points 

will normally be from soa assets, while raid litt will 

be provided from field torce assets. 

g, The c&e commander will provide an operations 

officer to JPRC for planning and coordination when an 

operation is pending, 

h, JPRO will designata the TF commander. 

i. Coordination and liaison with external forces 

Will be t responsibility of JPRC. 

) PORCESl Primary toroes tor FW recover, 

are one Exploitation Company at each C&C, to be 

designated by eaoh C&C Commander. This rorce may be 

composite and termed from platoona available at any given 

time, All C&C Exploitation Forces will be trained and 

prepared to conduct FW recovery missions on call. 

a. The PW recovery role will be 1n addition to other 

responsibilities, 

b. Forces will operate as presently constituted and 

equipped, 

c. PW recover, roroe assets will be drawn rrom more 

than one C&C if the situation dictates. 

d, When forces in addition to those under MACSOQ 

operational control are required for PW recovery, 

supporting toroes will be requested from COMUSMACV 

resource.s, 

5. (U) Command Relationships will remain aa currently 

established, 
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•• of operation and appropriate coordinating 

will be as currently in effect and as additionally 

e (para 3., Functional Responsibility). 

MACSOG-35 will prepare implementing instructions 

Text copied !rom MACSOG Ltr, su~j: Terms of Reference 
for Additional Support of the J~RC (U), dtd 25 July 1969, 
signed by Col S.E. Cavanaugh, USA, Chief SOG 
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