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ANNEX B TO APPENDIX C

AIRBORNE OPERATIONS

PART I. BACKGROUND

Ao ( INTRODUCTION 1
This Annex describes in some detaill Alrborne operations 2
from 1964 untll June 1969, Ineluded, in addition to the study 3
and evolution of the original long-term agent teams, is the develop- 4
ment of the STRATA Teams, employment of singleton agents, and 5
the later development of the diversionary program. These 6
operations were referred to as Alrborne operations, or Agent Team oper- 7
atlons, until the code word TIMBERWORK(C) was assigned in 1967. 8
The meanings of other code words appearing 1n this Apnex can g
be fo;:g/{ﬁ Tab A to the general section of this volume. 10
B. )} INITIAL POLICY 11
e

13

il

5

16

17

18

19

Misston. The first mlssion statement for the airborne 20

sectidn was, "to assist and supervise ARVN counterparts in the 21

accomplishment of small demolition operations, small-scale intelli- 22

gence collectlon, temporary interdiction of lines of communication, 23

limlted psychclogical operations, and cregﬁlon of general harass-— 2h

ment in DRV as set forth in OPLAN-34A. "# 25

History, MACS0G, “Annex A to MACV Command History 1964,"
e II-E. (SAC A)

C-b-1 _ Annex B to
[ Appendlx C
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C. EVOLUPION OF MISSION AND OEJECTIVES
B { General, The missilon and effectiveness of the long

term agent teams were in a state of continuous reevaluatlon

from 1905 until the summer of 1908, vhen all teams were Jjuaged a:s pro-
paply compromised. Durling tols periecd of time, thinKing cnanged from
the bellef that the teams represented a valuable asset in
geceomplishing SO0G's misslon to the later opinion exapressed by

CINCPAC that the long-term ageni teams were a “"complete fallure

in terms of the useful intelllgence produced."* In the para-

graphs that follow, the mlssion changes will be traced and the
policles outlined that supported the missions. For a summary

of evaluatio terial, see Part IV of this Annex.

2. 1965 Developments

a, New Op-Order. The misslion given to the Alrborne Section
_Tof MACS0G by CINCFACH** in the October 1965 Op-Order reflected
—:‘;he eYPIution of S0G's mission to emphasls on intelligence
collection:

"3h-p guerrilla in-place teams and teams to be infiltrated
into NVN will conduct intelligence, sabotage, psychologleal,
and escape and evasion (EXE) operations. 34-A teams are
authorized to recruilt and support local agents in NVN for
intelligence and EAE nets. Physlecal destruction operations
may be conducted against selected targets by 34-A guerrilla
teams providing security of intelligence and EZE nets is
not jeopardized,V##

Thls mission statement led to the development of meanlingful,

N -

18

long~range programs of sctlvating operational areas for intelligence 19

_gajhering around major routes leading from NVN into_Laos, ##*
L
b. EWOTS, The Early Warning Observatlon Teams (EWCTS) concept

was developed in 1965 to meet the requirement of the changing

mission. MACSOG proposed***¥ that EWOTS/Roadwateh Operations be

—

et

¥ _FTSY Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 1604372 Nov 68, (SACSA)
3) ,» CINCPAC "34A Basilc Op Order", DTG 3002412 Qct 65,

(SA2SA)
) History, MACSOG, "Annex N to MACV Command History 1965,"

LLE |
P. -A-k, (SACSA)
Haxn (T8) Msg, MACV, DTG 160712Z Oct 65.
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undertaken as a matter of priority in areas scuth of 209 and 1

that future reinforcement efforts be bullt around the need to 2

increase team viabllity and provide capabllities for an 3

expanded intelligence collectlon. _The scope of this effort 4

was to include surveillance over enemy major roads from NVN ) 5

into Laos. &

e, Helicopter Infilltration Concept. The fixed wlng alreraft 7

{(C=123) available to S0G in 1965 were unsatisfactory for 8
accurately placing and resupplylng agent teams. =} [[1}]0]]

o

hli3)

1=

13

14

15

16

1966 Poliey 17

a, New Program, In May 1966, MACSOG published a comprehen- 18
slve review of OPLAN-34A operations and proposed objectives and 15
programs for the subsequent 15 months,** A brief summary of 29
the proposals Tor airborne operations 1s outlined below. 21

(1) As originally concelved, alrborne operaticns (inflltration 22
teams) were intended to bulld a resistance movement in NVN 23
which would, "exert pressure agalnst the NVN Government, divert =

resources and make continuous support of the war in RVYN less 25

[#3]

attractive."** pAs discussed earlier in this report, the imple- 2
" mentation of tne resistance movement was never sutnorized at the 27
" _ Washington level and, tggrefore: ailrvonng operatlons were con- 2E
ducted under amoligucusly worded mission staFement? that permittea 2¢

¥

sabotage, lnterdiction and harassment in NVN,#**x 30
]

58, AMEME Bangkok, DTG 211037Z Sep 65. (SACSA)

* ) Report, MACSOG, "SOG Missions, Objectives and Programs
Y-LrB6-FY-67 (U)," 10 May 66. (SACSA)
ssr () Ibid., p. 6-7.

TOP SECRET - SENSITIVE C-b-3 ﬁnngﬁd?xtg
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(2) The program reviewed the interest DIA and the Joint

1

) Chiefs of Staff had taken in the éapablllty of 30G agent teams ;
to qptain intelligence. Copcern over possible CHICOM inter- ;

vention, infiltration of DRV forces intﬂ South Vietnam, and ;

Sovigt and CEICOM mi{it;ry aid to\NVN prompted a recrientation 5

of the teams mission. "It was determined that maximum erphasis g

should be placed upoq\intelligence collectlion and establish- ;

ment of civilian contacts with secondary emphasis on psycholo- ;

) gicel operaticns, E&E and sabotage,"* ;
{3) Based on this re-evaluation, the following concept 1;

was pranred fqr CINCPAC approval. II

"(a) Develop an operational area astride every major
LOC leading from NVN into Laos and emplacing operational
teems 1n these areas.

“(b) Reorient all in-place teams to the primary
mission of intelligence collection by roadwatch, rall-
watch, and riverwatch.

"{c) Develop civilian contacts in every operational
area to expand the intelllgence base and praovide limited
loglstical support, thus lessening team reliance on
external support.

"(d) Limit operatlons 1initially to the development of
new operational areas and at the same time make lnopera-
tive teams viable again."*

{4) To implement the new concept, team training was altered i2

to place primary emphasis on 1ntelligence gathering. Three 13
types of operational teams were being trained as shown in lﬂ
the brief summary below: is5
Type Strength Mission
A 10 agents Hoadwatch/early warning observatlon.

Organize safe areas. FPrepare Lo
receive reinforcements.

B 5 agents Reinforce Type A team. Estaplish
civilian contaets. Organize and
operate lntelllgence nets. Conduct
PSYOFS, -

(of 10 agents Reinforce Types A and B teams. Team

adds 1limited strike/interdiction
capabllity to operational area.®®

7.

Wlbid, P.1=8.
. ",5? } History, MACSCG, "Annex M to MACV Command History 1966,"
p.58. (SACSA)

- Appendiz C

TQP SﬁcﬁE;:’SENSITIVE C-b-4 Annex B to
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s
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"Each new operatlonal area was to be developed inltially
by AInfiltrating a Type A team, reilnforce successively

by Type B and € teams., FPlanning provided for further
reinforcement as required by broadened mssions and/or
operational losses."*

b. Seismic Devices and Project BUGS. The emphasis in 1966 - 1
on intelligence collectlon prompted CINCPAC to direct S0C to o
equip OPLAN-34A teams with Selsmic Intruslon Devices (SSID) 3
for emplacing along NVN Routes 103, 137, 15, 1 and to provide 4
teams with immedlate roadwatch intelllgence reporting by 5
radio — Project BUGS,** 6

¢. Chinese Agents, In a 1966 memorandum®**, the Joint Chiefs _ 7
of Staff discussed the difficulty in recrulting quality a8
personnel for agent team operations. This fact, along with a g
desire to deploy teams near the Chinese border, prompted the 10
request of the.Secretary of Delfense to use Chinese agents on 11
teams 1in a ratlc of one to two members of another ethnic origin. i2
On 12 November 1966, the Deputy Secretary verbally disapproved 13
the concept after conferring with the State Department. The 14
possible political repercussions asscelated with the use of 15
CHINATs in ground operations 1n North Vietnam was the overriding 16
consideration 1n the decision. 17
b, } 1967 Developments 8

a. Development of EWOTS/STRATA Concept. The EWQTS concept 19
was lirst proposed In 1965. The lnitlal purpose of the teams 20
was to inflltrate the area between the 17th and 19%9th Parallel 21
in NVN to give warning of a CHICOM build-up. Thils concept 22
was expanded 1n response to the need for expanded intelllgence 23
collectlon effort 1n NVN as expressed by DIA. As finally 24
approved,**%% the EWOTS/Roadwatch operztions were authorized 25
south of the 20th Parallel on z priority'basis with later 26

¥ PFST History, MACS0G, “Annex M to MACV Command History 1966,"

p.5877 (SAGSA)
ol bid., p.60.
EaE Memo, CJCS to SECDEF, "CHINAT Agents for OPLAN 34A Teams

7" 10 Nov 1566. (SACSA)}
LA L LR Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 2721397 Oct 65.

TOP SECRET - SENSITIVE C=b-5- Annex B to

Appendix C
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emphasls above the 20th parallel. The 4ask was to be 1

n)

accomplished by adding speclally tralned intelligence personnel

to existing teams as well as lntroducing new teams. It was 3
envisloned that the coperation would include surveilllance of L
every major road from NVN into Laos. The teams would be put 5
in place by helicopters whenever feasible. The Short-Term 3
Roadwatch and Target Acquisiticn (STRATA) team concept was 7
approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 7 April 1967,* with e
concurrence of the State Department. . - g
Only two of eignt long-term teams infiltrated  ~_ = 7~ 10
T ipto the area betweeh 17?-19? Nortn 1atitude\hdd"'_’Yff“_\i;‘ T
survived since 1964.¥**It was belived that the emphasals on 1z
short stay time and mobility in the STRATA team triﬁning wqula Ac]
enable them to survive and tc be successfully exflltrated. 1L
The approved operatlional area extended from the northern limit 15
of the DMZ to within 50 miles of the CHICOM border and to a 16
depth of 50 nm from the Lao/NVN border. Initlal efforts were 17
to be concentrated in the area between the DMZ and 19°N 1£
latitude {see Figure B-_), .In May 1967, the northern porticn 1s
of the DMZ was included in the operational area.##¥%, STRATA 2T
teams were to be composed of 5-15 indigenous personnel trans- 21
ported by USAF/RVNAF helicopter to Laos or NVN and then over- 22
land to a base camp in NVN. Missions were to be 15-30 days. 23
On 31 August 1967, CINCPAC mpproved the first nine STRATA team oL
targets.#kRd 25
b. Objectlves Plans and Programs. CINCPAC's revised baslc 28
op-order of April 1967# was augmented by the follow-on objec- 27
tives plans and programs for FOOTBOY{C} published by MACSCG in 2%
May 1967 for FY 1968. The concept of operations is somewhat 23
detalled, but 1s quoted here to 1illustrate the thinking of 32
MACS0G at that time on agent team operations {TIMBERWORK(C)). 31
¥ sg, JCS, DTG O071B04Z Apr 67. (SACSA)
., ) £t Q§C1a305$ecnef, Special Operations-STRATA Team Toncepts
——;::: Msg, JCS, DTG 241940Z Hay &7 SACSA)
2. sg, GINCPAC DTG 3122152 g SACSA

Msg, CINCPAC DTG 25234G2- Apr 67, cs.q
JFMsg, JCS, DTG 071804Z Apr 67. (SACSA T

TQP CRET C-b-6 Annex B to
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(1)"Concept. Perscnnel indigenous to the area of intended
employment are recrulted and trained for employment in selected
operational areas located generally astride major LOC leadlng

{ from Central NVN into Laos and in other eritleal areas as
requlred, Agent teams Infiltrated into areas 1in the west and
northwest develop resistance/guerrilla forces as autheorized
among susceptible tribal groups and exploit these forces to
conduct guerrilla warfare, intelligence, psychological and
E&E operatlons. Operatlons are conaucted under the guise of
the Sacred Sword Patriots League (SSPL). Inflltration, rein~
forcement, resupply and recovery of personnel are principally
by air. In-place assets in Lacs and NVN assist with infiltra-
tion and establishment of initial contacts as feaslhle. Ralds
and ambushes are used to interdict LOC, harass local NVN
forces, and to draw the NVA into a counterinsurgency role.
Controlled air strikes are directed agalnst significant
targets and strike results reported. Intelligence collection

'Y tasks include river, rall, road and traill watch. Teams
expand potentlal resistance/guerrilla forces and extend
thelr areas of influence or control as the situation permits,.
In the more closely controlled areas of the Delta and along
the coast, inddividual agents or small agent teams are
Infiltrated to contact vulnerable groups, e.g., Cathollces,
and establish resistance organlzations to perform intelligence
and psychologlcal operations functions., ... In all areas,
friendly evading personnel and NVN defectors are secured and
evacuated when possible, All operations are conduced sco as
to permit plausible denial by US/RVN."¥

{2) It was planned that the missions for agent teams 1
and STRATA teams would be conducted by 15 in-place agent 2
teams, representing 100-150 agents, and 6-10 STRATA teams, 3
representing 150-200 agents.® L
¢. DMversion Operations. Diversion operations were initiated 5
in November 1967. g
"In support of TIMBERWORK (C) guerrilla team operations, 1t
was planned to convince the enemy that there were more teams
inside NVN than actually exlsted. The goal of this program
was to-establish 18 notlonal teams by September 1968,"%#
5. } 1968 Misslon and Restrlections. The mission of airhorne 7

(23]

operations in 1968 was stated as follows-

"The TIMBERWORK (C) program has the mlsslon of colliecting
military intelligence through cross-border agent operations
and conducting diversionary agent operations designed to
decelve enemy security forces and disslpate thelr resources,"®ER

—_—

:;%?S) Program, MACS0G, "FOOTBOY(C) FY 68 Program (C)," 10 May
#*

//’

9675 p.7-08.

® History, MACSCG, "Annex ¢ to MACV 1967 Command History,"

. IT 4-6, (SACSA)

LA ) Histgry, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968 (U),"
P. F=LI1I-4-1,

C-b-7 Annex B to
Appendix C
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a2, Types of Operations, 1968. Threestypes of operations

were conducted in support of the mission,

(1) Agent Team Operations. Agent team operations funciloned

as before with a primary responsibility for intelligence
collectlon and secondary responsibllity for target acquisi-
tion, EE nets, early warning, selectlve harassment, psycho-
loglecal operations and assistance to downed aircrews.®

{2) STRATA Operations. STRATA operations had been approved

in April 1967. Only two STRATA teams were infiltrated in
1967. Twenty-four (24) teams were Iinflltrated in 1968,

(3) Diversionary Operations. Diversionary operations were

conceived under the code name of FORAE in late 1967.
The obJectives of these operatlons were:

",...to divert main Torce NVN resources to defense and
internal security, dilvert them away from actual
clandestine operations, increase the straln on contrel
of the populace, create opportunitles for friendly
psychological operation, exploltation, harass the

enemy 1in his rear, and collect intelligence where possible "t#

b, Bombing Halt Limitations, 1968

"Major significant changes in the TIMBERWORK program
in 1968 were caused by the April restriction on 4air operations
north of 20°N, by a security assessment in June which evaluated

all the then ln=place teams as probably under NVN contrecl,
end by the 1 November halt of alr activities north of 17°N,"*#

¥ ) History, MACS0G, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968 (U),"

<P

F-III-4-1,

#% Tbid, p. F-TII-4-2, F-14,

TOP
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PART II. RESOURCES (U

A, (T GENERAL

Part II, Resources, describes the organizatlion of the
Alrborne Sectlon of S0G, facilitles avallable, and training con-
ducted at Camp Long Thanh and Forward Operating Base (FQOB) Danang.
As 1in many other areas of MACSOG activities, detalled information
on the early organlzatlion and training within the Alrborne Sectilon

i=s not as complete as the records covering the later perled of

} ORGANIZATION

the "Broanfield"* report as being under MACS0G operations officer
{(OP-30). OP-34 (Airborne Operations) was a staff element under

the operatlons officer that had the responsibllity for planning,
training, and employment and operaticnal control of agents/agent
teams employed agalnst NVN. The alrborne cperatlons group included
the teams and agents and physieal assets under the operational

contrel of

1. ) Dlagram., A simplified organization diagram for the

Alirbgfne Section was as follows:®

506

Oggfggions —————— Staff Supervision

rhorne

Section —_— Command

OF-34
|

[] -t
L
Alrborne

Operations
Group

¥ g?s) Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoe Evaluation Group Report," 14 HFeb 1968,
_/TIMBERWORK (C), p-1. (SACSA)

TOP SECRET C-b-9 Annex B to
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2, (T Counterbart Organization. The Strategic Technleal
Direcpbrate (STD), counterpart to SOG, was organized in a broad

sense much as SOG was organized. Group 68 of STD was the counter-

part ol the Kf;borne Qperations Group.
o

unction of the Organlzation. The plannlng and coordinz-

ion‘g;;OP 3% in 1967 was described in the Brownfield report as
carrying out the followlng functlons
a, Recommended to CINCPAC and the Joint Chiels of Staff
specific target areas for the employment of agents/agent Leams.
b. Prepared concept of the operations.
¢, Coordinated with other MACSOG staff elements teo obtain

area intelligence, EEI desires, loglistical support for specilal

items of equipment, alrlift support for inflltration, exfllrratizn

and resupply; establishment of bomb llnes around team, radlo
frequencles, for ailr/ground communlcations, cryptographice
material, and Forward Alr Contral (FAC) aircraft.

d. Coordinated planning and mission execution with STD.

e. Cocordinated with American Embassy Bangkok to obtain

diplomatlc clearance to stage teams through Thalland when reguires.

f. Coordinated misslon with CAS through CAS technieal adviscr
on the QP-34 starf,
g. Operdational control of all teams was exercised by OP-34.%

4, (PS) Reorganlization - 1968. Operations commenced in 1968

with OP-34 divided intoc three branches' OP-34A, agent team operat:
OP-34B, STRATA operations; and OP-34C, diversionery operations.
The chilef of OP-34 was also responsible for the FOB at Danang

(Monkey Mountain, FOB), the Joint Translation Center, Hanoi (head-

quarters for OP-34 and STD counterparts), numerous safe houses in Eazne?

and had staff supervision over Camp Long Thanh. On 18 November,
STRATA assets were passed to OP-35 for cross-border operations. In

December reorganizatlon of SCG, Camp Long Thanh was designated as

the S0C training command and placed under a new training directorete

7
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on MACSOC staff. OP-3) became 'a staflf secktlon with the title

[

48]

of Ground Operations Studies Branch. The Alrborne Studies Group

was redeslgnated OP-36 and became a command dlrectly responsible 3
to S0G, with headguarfers in the Jeint Translatien Center., The =
reorganization toock the operational control of TIMBERWORK(C) >
assets out of the hands of the staff (formerly exerclsed by €
0P-34) and placed it in the hands of 0P-36, one of several 7
ecommands under the new organization.* OP-36 was then organized &
as follows: S
0P-36
Aé[nt Agent Ops Divers]onary
. Teams Singleton Ops
EARTH ANGEL
c. (T RESOURCES AVAILARLE 10
The resources utilized by the Alrborne Sectlon in late 1967 12
was as lolleows®h: 1z
1. 3) Personnel 1z
i “.a. US {0P~34)=(Included instructors) 13 officers; 33 enlisted -
b. GVN (STD) (included instructors) - 28 officers; 26 enlisted i<
men; 403 civilian. 7
c. Long Term Agents - nine teams, 54 agents. 18
d. STRATA Team Agents - 25. oA
2. ( Physical 2¢
&. Training facility Camp Long Thanh, 2l
b. Staging area (isclated area) Black Rock. 22
c¢. FOB Danang. _ 23
d. Seven safe houses (Saigon). The safe houses provided blllets S
and training facilities Tor the long-term agents/agent teams, e
Houses were leased by USG or GVN. The houses appeared to be 22

(L3

e
=)

elvillan residences with no wvisible connection with military
ope ions.

story, MACSOG,"Annex F to MACV Command History 1968,7
III-4-1. (SACSA)

) Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report,” 14 Feb
968, TIMBERWORK(C), p.2. (3ACSH)

f }Tﬁ! Efst?ry, MACS0G ,"Annex F to MACY Command History 1968,"
- TTT [ | foameca

»
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3. (U) Major Items ol Eguipment

a. 210 Weapons (pistols and rifles)

b. 199 pleces of radio equipment

c. 67 pieces of photographic equipment

d, Qfflce and miscellaneocus equipment
L, (U) vehicles

a. One sedan

b. 16 1/4 ton trucks

¢. Three 1/2 ton trucks

d. Seven 3/4 ton trucks

e. ght 2 1/2 ton trucks

D. ( AGENT CLEARANCES
- A procedure for processing clearances for proposed agents
was set up within S0G. The S50G Liaison Bureau and Security Sectlon
was responsible for checking with loeal pollee, district chilef,
and Amerlcan sources and setting up a dossler of varlous completed

forms on each agent. MACSQG Directive No. 604 {Series) contalned

detalled procedures.
E.)?/AGE PAY AND ALLOWANCES
¥

)
1., (PS) General. The amount of pay and method of payment

———————care

were lmpertant consideratlions 1n the ever present problems of
promoting good morale and motivation among agent personnel. A
summary of the basic pay for the various agent categorles is
covered below. For more detail on this subject, see the "“Standard
Operating Procedures_ for Airborne Operations Study Group™ in the
SACSA rile,

2. Method of Payment. Personnel and pay records for agent

perstnnel were maintalned by the counterpart organlzation (STD).
S0G Finance provided STD Finance a lump s;; each month from which
agents were pald. A record of all agent pay was then furnlshed
S0G. The individual agent received his pay through the STD case

officer concerned. If an agent did not deslgnate another person

to recelve hls pay whlle the agent was on a misslon, the case officer

deposited the pay in a savings account of a reputable bank until

the agent returned tco STD/S0G contral. \

to recelve his pav while the arent was on a mission. tha case aofficer

) SOP, Alrborne Studles Group, 28 Mar 1969, p 14,31. (8£CS4)
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3. S) Pay Scales .

a. Base Pay. Base pay per month for all agent personnel,
civilian or military, was as follows:
{1) Team leader - 16,0008 Vi
(2) Assistant team leader -~ 14,0005 VN
(3) Team member - 12,0004 VN
b, Mission Pav. PFor short-term missions (10 days or less},
1,000% VN per day; for long-term misslons {over 10 days),
10,000% VN per month.

¢. Military Differential Pay. The Vietnamese milltary

personnel recelved differential pay which equallzed thelr
total earnings with clvilian agents.®

d., Family Allowances. Agents who were head of a family

were authorlized 600% VN per month for his wife and 400% VN per
month for each child under 16,

e. Recrultment and Inducement Bonus. As set forth ln the

MACS0G Civilian Personnel Manual, Part II,

f. Radlo QOperator Bonus. A fully qualifled team radlo operator

recelved a one-time bonus of 5,000% VN,

g. Extraordinary Recognitlon Reward. As recommended by

Chief, OP-36 for approval by Chlef S0G/Director STD.

h. Prisoner of War Pay, Missing in Action Pay, Dlisability

Gratulty, Funeral Gratulty, Death Gratuity., and Per Diem.

See SOP®*for detalls.

1. Singletor Agent Pay. A speclal arrangement for singleton

pay and allowances was approved by SOG in 1969. A one-time payment
was made to the agent upon his return from a mission to SOGC
control. No provision was made for deEFndent payments. Singleton
agents Iln tralning were quartered and fed by STD/SOG. In addition
to the base pay, singleton agents could be awarded a bonus up to
50,0004 VN depending on the value of information collected on

his mission. & sunmary follows:

S0P, hirborne Studies Group, 28 Mar 1969, p. 14,31, (SACSA)

) Ibid., p.33-38. (8AcsA)
mnn > Anom - --.-. Annex R tn
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Base Pay - 100,0003% VN (Maximum)t z

h)

Family Allowance - None
Tet Bonus - Hone

Operational Pay - None - -

10

POW/MIA ~ None

h

Death Gratulty - None

erformance Bonus - 19,0005 VN (Maximum)#* 7

F. S) TRAIE?NG 3

%;/L? ) General. Training for agent team operations was conducted =
at Camp Long Thanh, Monkey Mountein FOB, and in S8algon safe houses.
As outlined earlier, Camp Long Thanh was under the direction of Xz
OP-34 untll December 1968, oz

a, Camp_Long Thanh. For detalled discusslon of program of 3

J=
I

instruction and problem areas, see & later section.

{RY]

b. Monkey Mountain. Monkey Mountaln FOB Danang was used i

as an isolatlon faclllity and 2 launch point for realistic fleld iz
training for long~term agent teams and, later,the STRATA teams. 1

c, Safe Houses, The safe houses in Saigon were utilized

I~
1R}

for training, bllleting, and messing long~term agent/agent teams

hy

and singleton agents. Formallzed training included- intelligence

1%

collection, weapons, hand-to-hand combat, communlcations, flrst

nl
vy

ald and survival tralning. Teams were parachute tralned at

Camp Long Thanh; fleld exercises were conducted at Monkey g3
Mountain. The training cycle varied in length from two to =
51X months depending on tralnees ability and background and the =+
terget datp- for team deployment. 22
2. Recruiting. The problem of recruiting sultable personnel =
as agents lor 2irborne operatlions plegued MACSOG from the beginning. 2z
The followlng statement from the 1264 perIgd expressed a problem that 25
was never solved: 3e

':ﬁélbid.-, P.14 {(3ACSA)

TOP SECRET C-b-14 Annex B to
Appendlix C
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"Inability of STS to recrult high quality lndividuals for agent
training has forced the deployment of medlocre teams."¥

a. The initial plan for recrulting of agents was divided
into three phases as shown below:

(1) Phase I

(a) Indirect Contact. Come in contact with representatlves

of local area of recrultment for pre-lnvestigation,
ldentiflcatlon, and collectlion of prelimlnary iInformation
concernlng possible agents for the program. Establish
the 1lis% of candildate agents,

(b) Desired Qualities. Good health, qualified for

Jump training., Aged between 21 and 35. Having no more than

two children., Being not the main support of the famlly
or the only son., Evidence sought to guarantee anti-

communist spirit (e.g., having relative killed by Viet

Cong or belng ex-cadre of SVN government). Belng adventurous

people such as: hunters, divers, woodcutters who are

familiar with hard life. Being of primary education level

or vsual readers of dai}y newspapers.

{2) Phase II., Direct contact wilth candidate agent to
conflrm feregolng points. Candidate agent should volunteer
to comply with discipline and withstand hardship 1in training
and on mission. Agent may go on mlssion in-border for a
period of one or two years.

(3) Phase III. Case officer contact candidare agent

once more to be sure that he has fully understood and accepted

the conditions stated above.*®

b. 1966, No improvement. The continuing nature of recruiting

problems was emphasized by the followlng statement:

"During the year, 1t became increasingly difficult to

recrult agents selectively for OPLAN 344 Alrborne Teams. The
difficulty principally stems from a general scarclty of qualiftied

indigenous personnel, the competition for high calilber

indivlduals posed by the Vietnamese c¢ivillan economy, and the

huge drainage of manpower for milltary service. Desertion

emong agent tralnees continued to be a problem, and has had an
adyerse effect on the ability to maintain team unity. The AWOL/

/,/”

:,PTS) History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 1964,"
p
¥

16,21, (SACSA)

H
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desertion rate among azgent trainees dncreased frcr elght
percent during March to 21 percent in May. This, ctcurled

with the lag in the recruiting during that perioed, curiziled
the formation of neu teams, vhich in turn resultec In 2
slippage 1n the 15 Menth Deployment Program. Some ¢l tre

agent reerults soon became dlsenchanted wilth the prospect of
operating as lntelligence agents in NVN. Further cc—sounding
the situation is the nzrd fact that thus far none of the
attempts to brang OPL:fL 344 Alrborne Teams out of ™71 has been
successful. In an effort to improve the recruilting and
retention programs, the Alrborne Operations Section coora-
inated with STS (RVN counterpart organization) to increase
agents'! pay and allowances, provlide generous provisions for
survivors beneflts and dlsabllity pay, lmprove the cuzrters

and training facilities, issue better clothing and eguipment,
and place greater emphasis on motivational indoctrinsziion.
Further, a research proposal was submltted to the Advanced
Research Projects Agency for a soclo-psycholeogical study or
Indeochinese ethnolinguistic groups to develop diagnostie/
aptitude tests or screening devices, If successfully developed,
these should make possible a rapid and reliable ldentiflcation
of such groups whilch present a high risk of belng psychologleallyr
Aneffective as intelligence agents or operatives. rddition-
ally, some success has been achleved in recruiting prospective
agents in Laos. Hopefully, thls recruitling effort ray be e

¢. Ethnolingulstic Study. The Ethnolingulstlc Study referred

(=]

to above was awarded to the American Institute for Research, 2
Pittsburgh, in June of 1967. The original cost estimate for the 3
study was $200,000; however, followlng a prelimlnary survey by a L
research team for the company, & new expanded study at a cost 5
of $832,000 was proposed. MNeither MACV nor CINCPAC felt that g
the potential value of the study was worth the high cost,. 7
CINCPAC cancelled the project in February 1968.%** (A copy of =
the research proposal, June 1967, 3s avallable in the SACSA files.) =
d. Recruiting Prgcedures - 1967-1968 e
(1) Sources. Agents were recrulted from refugee centers il
in Laocs and South Vietnam, from military units, POV camps, iz
Chlieuw Hol centers, and from priscners captured in the maritime =2
operatlons. The responsibility for identirying and recrulting 1e

wn

candidates was assigned to STD Group 68. One STD officer was on <+

th

permanent duty in Laos, but recrultment of personnel Irom tnis

area with the basic qualifications required to develep -

[
in

reljable and efficlent agents was unsatisfactory. ®*#

History,uMACSOG, “"Airborne Operations," 1966 MACV Commznd
T p. T4.

Zg, CINCPAC, DTG 070032 Feb 6B. (SACSA)

Report, MACS~3, “Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968,
IMBERWORK(C), p.9. (SACSA) -

""_'!'-THWG TTL m b mamns LY. T s Haa o - a s n oams S s
'
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(2) Processing. A Personnel Record Questlonnalre and a

oy

’
Name Trace Request was prepared on each prospectlve agent
to facliitate a security check through the Vietnamese 3

Yational Police, the Amerlcan Embassy, and the MACV d

i

security section. Processing through these agencles

th

took from twoc to four weeks and ldentifled prospective

'

Iagents who had a eriminal, former agent, VC suspect or

m =

undesirable record. In addition, operatlonal personnel

had a physical examination by the SOG surgeon and were subjected, 5

conditions permitting, to a polygraph test.® 12
e. Recruiting Problems - 1967-1968 13
(1) 1967 1z

"As in previous years, the interrelated problems of
recrulting and retention contlnued during 1967. By becoming
more selective, S0G accepted a temporary reduction in the
input of new persocnnel. However, all operational needs
were met from agents already on hand or obtalned, in
small numbers, during the year. The stress of selectivity
was lntended to produce agent trainees whe were highly
motivated, therefore, more easlly retalned, and who were
more capable of accomplishing difficult and hazardous
missions assigned to them. Whether or not the new system
of recrulting established at the end of 1967 would solve
the basic problems of personnel selection would be answered
in the following year."#*

(2) 1968 Agent Teams, In-country recruiting was limited to 13

ten agents+ two singleton agents and one eight-man strateglc 1=

intelligence team that was not deployed to NVN before the 15

November restrictions.

"Third-country recrulting /also? proved unsatisfactory
during 1968. The principal effort,, in Laos, resulted in
recruitment of personnel unsuitable for duty as agents
for a variety of reasons, principally health and lack of
abllity to be trained as intelligence agents. In addition,
the program was lound to be compromised and monitored by
the NVN Embassy; and was therefore discontlinued in
September " #%%

(3) 1968 STRATA Teams, STRATA recruiting efforts in early 17
and mld-1968 were sporadic and unrewarding, partially due 18
to the director of STD personlly turning down the majority 15
of the applicants as being too yound or unexperienced. Those 25

5 )-S0P, Alrborne Studies Group, 28 March 1969, p.42 (SACSA).
¥ Hi?tﬁryé MACS0G, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967,"
IT-4-2 7,
*h% /w Hlston mcsoa “Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History“

;/E;I’ .
TOP Sgg ET -b-l? Annex B to

Avpendix C
é}’III-u—EG 27. 1
*** LE History, MACS0G, “Annex F to MACY 19568 Command History'
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personnel who did enter training, were predominantly

deserters from CIDG forces. Touard the latter part of

the year, a sustained effort was undertaken to recruit

from the military. ARVN officers ana NCOs began to enter
training in larger numbers. STD remained responsible ‘
for spotting and recrulting throughout the year and
quality of the STRATA recrult showed definlte slgns of
improvement until the 1 November bombing halt, *

{4) 1968 Diversionary Operatilons

(a}) "Project URGENCY(C) recruiting was accomplished
through HUMIDOR(C) SSPL assets on DODO Island solely
by 8ID. More intelligent NVN flshermen were approached
in such a manner that they would not be suspected by
other fishermen. Those fishermen suspected of belng
penetrators, NVN cadre or in other ways not cooperative,
were unwlittingly recrulted for pseudo-agent mlsslons
and secretly impllcated as agents.

(b) "Pro)ect BORDEN{C) recrulting was done by US
personnel frem only US division level detention
facilities to allow speedy collectlon and avold com-
promise. Authority to collect detalnees from normal
detalnee channels was obtalned from MACV J2,..
Detainees were selected based on four criteria: KVA,
healthy, literate, and cooperative. VC were included
for the first time in Group 98 which was collected and
and. trained in December."a#

3) Training - Camp Long Thanh

a. History. The sirborne operations training center was

officlally named Quat Thang Camp; the Amerlcans called 1t camp

Long Thanh. The air strip and road retwork were puilt by the

- pd
S} Thid,
lrtfgé%/Iuia p¥ ITI-4-5.

¥
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Japanese 1n 1943. In March 1963, the RVNAF Hlgh Comrzngd
assumed control of Camp Long Thanh froﬁ Binh Hoa Sector.

The camp at that time had seven companies of civilian cormzs-
ants. Two nev programs were lnltlated at Camp Long Thanh

with a 12 man Special Forces "A" Team plus a four man
augmentatlien aceting as ecadre. The two programs were the
Combined Military Operations Studies (MOS) and Combined Externz]
Operations Studies {(E0S), MOS trained four Ranger combpanies
for cross=border operations, EOS5 tralned agent teams for
employment in North Vietnam. 3Initially, groups of slx to eigrt
agents were trained in Saigon safe houses. When a program of
instructicon (PO1l) was developed at Camp Long Thanh, agents were
train;d there in groups of 30-40 men. During February 1964,

a Special Forces "A" Team, augmented with four men and comrmanaed

by Captain Kelly, arrived.

Cutolo supervised a crash construction program to bring the
tralning and security facilities up to a level to mezet require-
ments. By the end of 1964, the camp was capable of housing znd

instructing 250 civilian volunteer students.t

b. Original Syliabus. The 1964 sylilabus was d&ivided into taree

phases,
{1) Phase I was scheduled for a total of seven weeks of
introductory Instruction in the flelds of communications,

medical, weapons, psychologleal operatlions, and three weess

of basiec alrborne training. Students who did not neet cininum

standards were dropped from the program.

(2) Phase IT was a perlod of four weeks devoted to
speclalization in one of the general subjects covered in
Phase I, .

(3) Pthe I1T was a four-week schedule devoted to fiel2
exerclises designed ¢o eXpose students to all facets of

previous training.t#

=16 (SACSA).

R Ibid., p. II-18, -
PLEVIUWD waaritilipge ="~
e

TOP RLT C-b-18 fees = o--

‘T;;EG)’Hlstory, » ACS0G, "Annex A to MACV Command History 1964,"
P.
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¢. 1965 Organlzation. The US advisgrs vere organized along

functlonal lines with S1, S2, S3 and Sb sections. There was
alsc an organization of training committees to handle the
varlous sucjects presented, Thesg subjects wvere-

(1) Intelligence/psychologlical operatlons

{2) Map Reading, land Navigation and Survival

(3) Tactics

(4) Demolition

{(5) Weapons

{6} Alr Operatlons

{(7) Medical
This "Program of Instruction" was designed to take approximately
21 weeks and included a leadership evaluatlon program deslgned
to assist in the future selectlion of team leaders.¥®

d. 1967 Revision. The syllabus was revised in 1967 into

three major areas: (1) field cperation; (2) speclal technlques; and -

(3) special subjects, Emphasis was placed on developing

the first STRATA teams. The number of US persennel (advisors)

varied over the year from a low of 18 in June to a high of

42 in January. The VN cadre at the camp ranged between U6 and

60 over the year. ®®
e. 1968 Review

{1) General. The tralning of all 0P-34 teams (mainly

STRATA teams) and singleton agents continued to be conducted
primarily at Camp Long Thanh, Fleld tralning was conducted
near Camp Long Thanh and in the vicinities of Dalat and Danang
(Monkey Mountain FOB arez). The syllabus for team training
was based on a program of ilnstruction developed by the
senior advisor, Camp Long Thanh (SAi&), based on guidance

from Chief OP~34. (Singleton agent training was based on a

LI History, MACS0G, "“Annex N to MACV Command History 1965,"

. Iih-D-1-14. (SACA)
LA § History, MACS0G, "Annex & to MACV Command History 1967,"
. @ [TI-L4-E=2-2. (SACSA)

TOP RET C-h-19 Anrex B to
Appenaix C

sf0. G ITI-4<E-2-2. (SACSA)
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specific syllabus developed by case officers geared toward

[

the needs of the agent and his miss{on.) A1l training included 2
intellipgence collectlon technigques, observagtion, target 3
analysis, elicitation techniques, reporting, operational 5

securlty, cover and subjects relating to infiltration and

exfiltration.*

5
6
{2) Instructors and Syllabus. The US advisors at Camp Long T
Thanh averaged 30 in number during 1968. They were organized 8

9

functionally into sections: 8-1, 8~2, 3-3, S~4. There

was also an organization of training committees with US advisors 1C

assigned. The committees were:*t* 11
(a) Field Operations 1z
1. Weapans 1z

2. Intelligence 14

3. Tactlcs 15

(b} Special Technlques 16
1. Medleal 17

2. Communications 1€

3. Demolitions ic

4. Psychologleal Operations 2¢C

(e) Special Subjects 21
1. Basie Airborne Course 2z

2. River Crossing 23

3. Skyhook 24

L. Message Pickup 25

The average strength of the VN ipstructor cadre during 1968 was 26

approximately 30 27
(3) Long-Term Teams Trained 28
{a} Team VANG's four members-had originally been the 29
Vietnamese members cof Team NANSEN: Team NANSEN exfiltrated LI
into Laos in May 1967; Team Vang commenced refresher 32

: ZTS& Historical Summary, Airborne Studles Group, “SOG Annual
Histefical Summary,” 5 Jan 69, p. 80. (SACSA)
he ) 1pid., p. 106-107.

TOP SECRET C-b-20 1 Annex B to
.. . e = .- Annendiy O
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training as a new team in January 1968. In May 1968,

[®]

1t was decided by SOG ntellagence that the leocatlon

hy

proposed as an operating area for VANG was mnot sultable

[

for black team operations. —Subseguently, the team was -

turned over to the STRATA program for one mlsslion. After

[§1]

the STRATA misslon the team resigned.*

™

{(b) Team QUA was a six-man team recrulted in Laos. 7
Two members were glven partial tralning as radlo opera- 8
tors, but dld not return after requestlng emergency ]
leave in May 1968. The other four members were tralned 1z
for three months but were deélared physically unfit and 1z
returned to Lacs in September 1968.% 1=

(c) Team AXE was a team of five NVN Thal Dam and two 1=
VN radic operators. The team was tralned in early 1968 it
and transferred to the STRATA program after the 1 April 15
bombing restriction. Three members were lost on misslons 15
and the others were separated from the program because of 17
poor health and resignations.®*# 1E

(d) RED DRAGON ALFHA was planned as a two-man reinforce- 1z

ment element for Team RED DRAGON. The two men were turned 25
over to the STRATA program and subsegquently lost on a 21
misslon in NVN, ®% 22

{(e) Team 915 was a nine-man team composed of ethnic 23
North Vietnamese that commenced training in October 1968, 2&
Its first mission was not until 1969. This team along 25
with 919, which commenced tralning in early 1969, were 25
retalned under the operational control of the Alrborne ' 27
Studlies Group.¥*# 28

-

n
W

(f) STRATA team basic training-was conducted at Camp

Long Thanh, #*#

w
Q
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(FORAE(CY), Were trained in an exclusion area of Camp z

Long Thanh 1n two phases. The first phase, from

MORI DocID. 570370

{g) BORPEN agents, part of, the diversionary program 1

Ld

10-21 days, included processing, screenlng, and orientation. L

The obJeet of this phase was to assess the potential
agents, screen out unsultable candidates, and gain the
cooperation of those retained in training. The training

in the phase emphasized orientation in™

\n

o N ;

", ..the objectives of the project, the freedom
and prosperity to be gained in the RVN, and many other
ldealoglical themes such as the resistance of the
Vietnamese people to domination, the necessity for
free world forces in South Vietnam, what communism
means to Vietnam, the Chieu Hol program and other
subjJects deslgned to gain the students c¢cooperation.
.« .Throughout thls phase, unsuitable candidates were
returned to normal unit detention facilitles but
were utllized to spread specific project information
among other detainees. This information maghified
the slze and suecess of the project and was expected
to reach NVN security elements and cause a countering
reaction, The second phase was from 7 to 14 days and
included basic agent and mlsslon training. Basilc
training was composed of security, reporting, navigation,
induclng defection through use of an ultraviolet
secret Chieu Hol mark, infilltration technlgues
(nelicopter or parachute), rewards, and obligations
Mission trainlng included specific tasks, cover,
documentation, and other special subjects as needed
{communication, use of dead drops, etc.). All tralning
was kept i1solated from other SO6 cperations. Basic
training and all but specific tasks of missilon training
were conducted in groups to purposely compromise the
agents among themselves. They were normally utilized
as singletons, where possible, to obtaln the maximum
effect. Inducing defection by marking potential
defectors with UV paste that they were told was a secret
Chieu Hol pass was their primary mission. Collectilon
of intelligence was secondary. Exfiltration, unless
specifically planned otherwilse, was by defecting again
to free world forces.m#

f. Current Program - Camp Long Thanh 9

(1) Camp Long Thanh became the SOG training command 10

(0P~38, Traeining Study Group) under the staff cognizance of

11

—

OP-30 (Operations Training and Studies) in late 1968, Commencing 1%

in the fall of 1968, for the first time, team leaders and 13

/
FUES) TBid. TP B
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Special Commande Unit (SCU) personnel from the cross-border

operations were trained  at Camp Long Thanh. Formerly, this 2
training had been conducted at the Command and Control Centers. 3
Camp Long Thanh had concentrated on training long-term agent, L
teams, STRATA team, and slngleton agent personnel. 5
{(2) A Speclal Forces B Detachment with seven officers and 6

24 enlisted assigned provided the guldance to VN counterparts 7
who actually conducted the training. The operating cost of the 8
. _camp was approximately one million dollars a year. _ 9
(3) Figure B-1 shows the number of students trained and 1<
+he cost of training each student at Camp Long Thanh over 11
8 four-year perlod. 1z
{4) Figure B-2 1s a summary of Camp Long Thanh training :
informaticon including an ethnic breakdown and the AWOL rate. 1L
(5) Figure B-3 1s a list of the courses offered at 15
Camp Long Thanh in mid-1969, 1€
(6) Pigure B-4 18 a disgram of the organization and 17
command relationships in the summer of 1969. 1E
{7) The back-up flle for this Annex in SACSA has coples 1c

of the Program of Instruction for the Camp Long Thanh courses 2z
belng given in 1969. Photographs of the camp and various 21
ethnic groups in training are also in the rfile. 22
g. Camp Long Thanh Problem Areas. The slgnificant problems 23
encountered by the SALT over the years are_catalogeé—below: 24
(1) 1964 25

TOP SEERET C-b-23 Annex B to
Appendix C
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FI1GURE gnf)m/
CAMP LONG THANH STUDENT OUTPgT Y
{BasEp oN AN AVERAGE UPERATIONAL EXPENDITURE oF $37.500.00 rER MONTH)
COST OF TRAINING
YEAR STUDENT OUTRUT EACH STUDENT
1966 748 $ 603,00
1967 66 6.818,00
1968 353 1,275.00
1969 (1 van - 30 Jun) 868 259.00
8/ RECENT PAY RAISES ﬁAVB 8088TED THE AVERAGE MONTHLI EéPENDITURES OF CAMP LONG THANH
TSYG?E§E”$EﬁEE&§5§ ?é 00,00 pEr MONTH AS OF JuLy 1969, ESTIMATED TOTAL LOST FODR
P fl uN 69 = $224,
, 30 TR 0e B3 60600 |
SUB TOTAL $464,000 '
1 ALL OUTSIDE SUPPORT - LOGISTI- 500,000 .
. CAL. MAINTENANCE, CONSTRUCTION,
ETC.
TOTAL For FY 1969 $964,000
Annex B to
iy CRET C-k-al Appendix C
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FIGURE B-2 (T
CAMP LONG THANH TRAINING SUMMARY
Ave, Ave.
Year Ave. No Teams Ave. Ethnlc Student AWOL
in Training Breakdown Strength Rate/Mo. Hemarks
1964 15 Not Avail. 192 Not Avall.
1965 15 VN-9 191 12
Muong=-1
Nung-1
Thai-2
Thu=2
1966 10 VN-4 / 138 3.6
Comb-HE/
Dual-22&
1967 8 V-4 / 93 .7  April-
Comb-1% STRATA
Dual-32&7/ Training
Commenced
1968 4 VN-2 6% NA
Cambodian-2

a/ Comb = More than two ethnic groups, e.g., (NN, Tho, Thai,
Nung, etc.) )
Dual - VN+one other ethnic group in most cases.
teams of Tho/Nung and Nung/Mung.

TOP SECRET
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FIGURE B-3 (
TRAINING ACTIVITIES - 1969
CAMP LONG THANH

Courses Length
US Reconnaissance Team Leaders School 17 Days
Vietnamese Reconnalssance Team Leaders School 17 Days
Special Commando Unit Baslc Training 5 Weeks
US Exploitation Force (Leaders Scheool) 2 1/2 Weeks
Vietnamese CW Communilcations 16 Weeks
Vlietnamese Reconnaissance Team Member 1 Week

Medlecal Course
US Baslec Alrborne Course 3 Weeks
US Airborne Refresher 1 Day
Vlietnamese Basic Airborne Course 3 Weeks
Special Jump Techniques (Ex. Tree Jumping) 2 ¥Weeks
Vlietnamese Basic Agent/Long Range Trailning 8 Weeks

(STRATA) !
Vietnamese Speclalilzed Agent Training (STRATA 2 Weeks

Advanced Course)
Civilian Irregular Defense Group Basle Training 2 Weeks

TOP RET C-b-26
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FIGURE B-4

ORGANIZATICN AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS FOR CAMP LONG THANH, TRAINING STUDIES GROUF (0P-38) (U)

ADMIN ;;E;; | [ OPS/

SALT

108 SPECIAL
PERS SEC TRG PROJECT
cro/FIN | [scry B Us
/ [ Foor RIGGER US o
\ VN US b/
TR ap | | TRa Gp| { COMMO

a/ In addition to Det B-53 personnel, Special Projecte include TDY personnel from OP-36, 1Bth Military
Police Brigade and the 519th Military Intelligence Battalion.

b/ In addition to Det B-53 personnel, the US training group also includes personnel TDY from OP-35
and the C&C Detachments.

C-b-27
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(a) Inability of STS to recruit high qualaty individuals
‘ for agents training forced the deployrent of medioccre teams.
(b) Agents were not isolated after they had commenced
training. Several teams who had actual mission
briefings had been allowed to go on leave immediately
after thelr missions aborted,
(c) Vi;t Cong ned a large intelligence network. They,
in spitekof security checks, probacly had spies among
' the agents, cadre, security battalion, and civilian workers
at Long Thanh.
(d) Camp Long Thanh was in an actlve VC area. C?nsiderable
effort was requlred to maintain local physlcal sqpurity.
(e) Gopmunicatiéns with Long Thanh during critical mission
periocds was subjeaﬁ to compromise.
(f) Several agent teams had been captured _n DRV. From

radic Hanol reports and International Centrol Commissipn

[ [ =l L L Ll [l L
< Jo [ |w e = o o e (w0 e U e W N e

(ICC) publications, it 1s evident that DRV had & good working

knowledge of Long Thanh operations.®* 18
19

(g) Discipline
1. The discipline of the students at Camp Long Thanh

2

was poor. Contributing factors were
& False recrultlng promlses which led students

to expect preferentlal treatment.
\

. b Belief of the cadre and STS that civilian stude‘nt\s

could not be subjected to military discipline\eviF
* .
- contracts state thet they were.

- ~~~"c Fear of soge members of the ARVN cadreg to
. \

discipline students.

-

d Reluctance of STS to discard poor students.

story, 80G, "Annex A to MACV Command History,
1964"  (SACSA) ' .

RIS IR IR R R
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e Lack of close supervision ¢aused the
the students to fend for themselves 1n order to
settle problems. The students belleve that
had 3 right to collective bargaining with the
cadre.

I Fallure to enforce exlstlng regulations and
and punishments.

g Belief that the agents were‘ all goaing to dig
anyway has caused the agents and some of the cadre
to believe that the agents should enj)oy themselves
while they .had the opportunity.

h Trained teams after walting for months for
deployment often become stale and hard to handle.

1 Recruiting of indivisuals who had questlonable
reputations in thelr home communlties brought

known discipline problems to Camp Long Thanh

J Agent leaders held popularity (wlth the students)

over mission accompllshment.
2 The rollowlng actions were instituted to
improve the dilscipline:

a Set and enforce standard punishments.

b Development of procedure to draft unaceceptable
students in the Army upon expulsion from the agent
pregram.

¢ A pre-course baslc training period to ldentlfy
and eliminate individuals of poor potentilal.

4 Asslgnment of one cadre sergeant per harracks
to control the students &5 well as handle their
problems.

e US and ARVN cadre vera required to set the
example with appropriate dress and bearing.

I Attempts were made to raise recrulting
standards. Individuals with good service experience

were preferred

) History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command'History 1964,"
. I1-15<22

standards. Individuals with good service experience
rd

TOP _SCCRET C-b-29 Levra 2 4-
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(2) 1965 .
(a) Stratigic Technical Service (STS). The 3TS organization

for Camp Long Thanh did not provide enough depth in Instructor

personnel, and in some cases, seme of the Vietpamese Instructors

were not qualifled. Through close coordination between SALT and

the Vletnamese Camp Commander, requests went forward

through both US and Vietnamese channels for additlonal qualifiea
instructors. Those instructors who were not qualified to instruci

were placed in Assistant Instructor slots in order to al.ow

them to learn their subjects.
(b) Diseipline, Throughout 1965 the program was contilnually
hampered by the lack of discipline among the students. In the

past, the Camp Commander did not have sufficient power to

(93]

]
[

>

h

i

-
-

[+

13
11
12
13

properly handle the cases of students who had committed offenses, 1L

and also the students status was that of a c¢lvilian. Actlon
WaS taken to correct this deflclency by settlng up a new
list of offenses wilth appropriate punishment which the Camp

Commander could envoke at his level, and elsc Cnfef "OP-34

“prepared & legal agresment which students could

understand and sign before entering the program. The document
spelled out the powers of the Camp i} i
Commander, and punishment which could applled for varicus
offenses.

{c) Interpreter Procurement and Retentilon

1. The rapid bulld-up of US Forces in Vietnam resulted
in an acute shortage of 1interpreters, and interpreter

procurement became highly competitive. Although MACSO0G

15

15
17

18

N
[2))

7

18]

" _interpreter pay scales compared favorably with other agencles 2%
‘ 1Y

-

Tew competent interpreters would consider employment at

23

Camp Long Thanh due to the unattractive locatlon and demandlng Z°

duty requlrements:

2. All interpreters utllized by thls activity were clv-
1lians, and as such they received no government recognition
or credit toward thelr service oblligation for duties per-
f'ormed regardless of how ardcous or hazardous they may have
been. Consecuentlv. manvy were understandablv reluctant to

or _gredis_toward thelr service obligation for duties per-

AT m ~_an -

32
3z

33
3-’

(W3]
=

(1]
i
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work in leocatlons where they would hate been subjected to
enemy fire or participate in hazerdous operational or train-
ing missions. The problem ls particularly acute in the recon
teams of the 35A program. S0G 15 aware of this problem and
a search for gualified lnterpreters is constantly being con-
ducted.

(d) Procurement and Retention of Civiliamn Irregular De-
fense Group (CIDG) Personnel

Due to inflatlonary trends in the Vietnamese economy

CIDG pay scales were no longer adequate to sttract person-
nel, and recrulting efforts in the last months of 1965 were
almost complete fallure. Due to attrition and desertions,
the Security Battalion was reduced to 70% of authdrized
strength. CIDG persomnel were able to obtein employment as
guards vilth other units and installstions in the Salgon ares
Wilth comparable pay and without the risks and dlscomforts of
the Security Bsttalion. A recruitment program 1s continually
being conducted to enlist personnel in the CIDG ranks,

(e) Air Support

Lack of air support in some instances caused & de-

cline in tralning. Treining was plenned on numerous cceaslons
whieh required infiltration and exfiltration by H-34 helicop-
ter. In many cases, informetion would be received the day
prior to scheduled training that a requested H-34 helicopter
was not available, thereby hindering an important phase of
tralning. Lack of C-123 ailrecraft at the required times greatly
hindered the training of CP 34A students. Time and sgain the
cancelling of aircraft on the day 1t was scheduled caused
rapid revamping of scheduled training. ’
(3) 1967

{a} Air Support

On numerous occaslons throughout the yeer air trans-
portation or res.pply was planned for an operation and was not
available at the time needed. This resulted in unreslistic
activities conducted for students who expected to infiltrate
under‘:ii};stic conditions in ho&tile areas. The

e m e e e e e e v weemm g meme mmas we s

mrntadtd i Awm war el rsnn mTamand Ome -

OB SECRE 625231 T T hnnex B to
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many occaslons thalt air support was planned resulted in plans

made and then cancelled which caused serlous deflation of

student morale after being told that they would get all the

support they needed.

(1)

The

Discipline
{a) 3tudents continued to go AWOL throughout the year.

Camp Commander attempted to solve the problem by

confining students who _went AWOL to a makeshift jail. WMo

apparent success resulted through tnese medasures.

—— —— -

(b} The majority of the problems stemmed from the fact,

that the students were tivilians who were never exposed to

real military discipline. A secondary reason for the high

AWOL rate was the lack of a specific program of instruction

and

refresher training. *

activities., The students became pored with constant re=-

(4) 1958

{a)

The inabllity %o get air support for training on numerous

occaslons throughout the year has a serious effect on student

morale

(b)

and tralning realism.

Discipline. Students eontinued to go AWOL or quit just

prior to going on actual operations throughout the year. The

principal reasons were:

1. Most students were civilians who were not accustomed t©

military discipline.

them to serve for a2 length of time. or participate 1n operationalZ2?

2. The students did not sign a contract which would obligate 27

misslons.
3. Student screenlng by STD wWas  too harsh at times
and too liberal at others.

;;[
[N /5]

Y HistorTy, WMACSOG, WAnnex G to MACY Command History 1907 ,"

ITII 4227, 28 {SACSA).
‘TP § cﬁE;7 C-b-32 Annex B to
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. students dlc not have 2 C/ATT exempt status. So-

mn

were picked for the draft while on pass or leave,
(¢} VN Cadre person:el were not able to instruct in an;

area except thelr specialty. * -

4.(T

after completlon of the basle course at CLT, and once ¢peratlonzlly

STRATA Team Tralning - 1968. "Training of STRATA teans,

ready and transferred to Monkey Mountaln FOB (MMFOB), Danang, pescaczz
the responsibility of the MMFOB Commander and hls VN counterpart.
During the summer {SW Monsoon) months when STRATA insertlons were
at their helght, training at Danang consisted primarlly of speciflc
pre-mission and refresher training. During the last quarter of the
year, when first the NE Monscon and then the bombing hault slowed
and then stopped mlssions in NVN, MMFOB tralning was characterized
by a serles of fleld training exercises in the Dalat area of RVK
wlth the purpose of: (a) improving the teams' efficlency in communi-
cations, land navigation, reporting, and forward air gulde proceaures,
{b) maintaining the teams' operatlonal readiness, and {(c¢) preparing
the teams' for commltment in the Prairle Fire/Danliel Boone areas 1in

the event eperatlons in NVN continued to be prohibited." #

G. (

) COMMUNICATIONS

_ Short term teams (STRATA) communicated directly

with FOB. Danang using the SSB HF radio or via an airborne relay using
AW/PRC-25 radios. *

Historlcal Summary, Alrborne Studles Group,
Bu y" 5 Jan 69, p 115,116, (SACSA)

R ¥ =

%)

(o))

v o

1
12
13
14
15

17
18
19
20

"SOG Annual Eistorical

* } ibid. p 82,
TOP SECRET o G-b-33. . . Annex E <2
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2. (T RESUPPLY COMMUNICATIONS.

Proper communlcatlons

MORI DoclD:

with/active agent teams, Just prior to resupply, was particularly

impertant. A message of intent to resupply was sent to the team
to the misslon being conducted.

10 days prior /During the day that resupply was expected to be

aceomplished, a special broadcast (econtact} schedule was for-

warded -’I‘he teams recelved this schedule seven days

prior to resupply. On the day of resupply the appropriate

team was notifiled from one to three hours prior that the alr-

craft was on its way or had to cancel. *#

<

* ) Report, "ACJ3, YAD HQC Evaluation Groun Revaort," 14 Feh 1065,

_Timberwork (c) p 4 (SACSA).

7

rop SECR

A lmmadGant oY - BT fcamany

C-b-34

' iy, Airborne Studles Group, 25 March 1969, p 18 (SACSA).
ET
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TOP SECRET
PART III. OPERATIONS (1) 1

A. 5) INTRODUCTION

Adrborne operatlons are presented in the paragraphs that follow
by the various programs that were cogkrolled by the Alrborne Sectlon
of 50G: Long-Term Agent Teams, STRATA Teams, Singleton Agents,
and Diversionary Operations. Thls presentation will be chronologleal
in a sense because until 1968 the Long-Term Agent Program represented

essentially the entire alrborne effort. (The first two STRATA

e = OV W N

teams weré Infiltrated in late 1967.)

[
o

B, (®S) BACKGROUND

]
-

(hien
(hi3)

[ ™
= e N

=
[« SRS |

[
-3

18

GENERAL CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS 19

Initlally, agent teams were infiltrated by parachute Irom 20

(ARES was infiltrated 23
22

23
2k
25
26
27
28
29

the C=123 fizxed aircraft or put ashore by boat.

by boat in 1961,)

thiti}
(bl(3)

History, MACSOG,

"Annex A to MACV Command History, 1964,"
. II-9. (SACSA).
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(hn

1 ] k]
The capabllity to 2
nr vne rulton Recovery System (see Alr 3
Operations, Annex C, for description) or by hellcopter was L
avallable, but there was not to be a successful exfiltration by g
elther of these methods of a long-term agent team.® 6
1. (TS) Mission. Teams Were gilven physiecal destructlion missions 7
(earlier teams), intelligence collectlon misslons, and/or psychologileal 8
: mlssions (later). The PSYOP materlal provided in resupply packets 9
conslsted of leaflets and posters wlth the Sacred Sword Patriots! 10
League (SSPL) theme for distribution along tralls and other places 11
where the populace might plek 1t up. Also included were bhogus 12
packets of material purportedly from Red China which gave Mao's 13
thoughts about establlishing Red Guard movements and other actlivi- 14
tlea counter to the interests of North Vietnam.® 15
2, (TS) Exfiltratlon. It was not lntended that ong-term agent 16
teams would remain in NVN for an indefinite period. Of the many 17
attempts to exfiltrate, none were successful, Team NANSEN was 18
exfiltrated by helicopter from a friendly area in Laosi howWwever, 19
the team had not reached 1ts assigned area in NVN and was not 20
considered a reporting team. Exfiltration by elther helicopter or 21
Fulton Recovery System was available, but fear or lack of desire 22

for exflltration or cperational difficulties thwarted every effort.*¥ 23

3. (T8) Resupply. Aerial resupply missions were flpwn in - 24
the earlier years by C-~123/C-130 aircraft. With the build up of 25
enemy alr defenses in NVN, an increasing number of resupply missions 26
were flown by Pl and Al alreraft. (In 1966, C-123/C-130s were 27
scheduled for twice as many resupply missigns as F-4/A1 alreraft. 28
The situation was reversed the next year,1957.) When the long-term 29
teams were 1nfiltrated, they had an initlal supply of provisions. 30
The 1deal resupply schedule was based on four drops per year, with 31

cost of supplying one agent in NVN for one year estimated at $2,500,%% 32

g{ﬂTS Repo MACJ 3, "Ad Hoe Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968,
TIM RHORK c), p. 5-6. (SACSA)
Ibigr‘ P. 12.

- - - —- .- - -
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D, ) LONG=TERM AGENT TEAM OPERATIONS
L

J 1./g$37/ggerations = 1964, 505G inherited 23 agents assigned to

five in-place teams: ARES, BELL, EASY, REMUS, and TOURBILLON.
One new team, EAGLE, was successfully Iinflltrated during the
year. There were 13 successful resupply missions flown out of 55
scheduled; 21 were aborted. (See Figure CB-6.)

“The in-place teams destroyed three bridges, conducted one
ambush, and recruited two indigenous agents., Sixty-two (62)
agents emplaced by SOG/CAS were alive at years-end, 54 were
lost during the year."¥

(Pigure B-5 i1ncludes a summary of team histories through 1964.)

a. Team Locations - 1964. Figure CB-7 shows the locations

of the slx in-place teams and infiltration polnte of the
five captured teams during 1964.

b. New Developments - 1964

"In the spring of 1964, methods of improving drop techniques
were reviewed so that an all-weather, all-month sechedule could

be malntalned. Poor weather conditlons and light of moon
requlrements were holdlng the in-place teams' program at an
unpreoductive level.

(1) "Ideas Considered

{(a) " Drop Through Clouds from High Altitude

1. "A beacon signal with less vertical diffuslon
1s needed. The alrecraft must know when 1t is exactly
over the beacon. An Alr Force test item, RED CHIEF,
was reported to have promise,

2. "A two-beacon technique for pin-pointing the
drop polnt was consldered. ©One beacon on the DZ; the
other on the flank. With different frequencies, one
leads the alreraft on line over the DZ and the other
indicates drop points from the flank.

3. "The use of drogue parachutes with padded
bundles 1in hlgh veloclity drops were considered. Wlth
dopler radar, the balllstics of such bundles can be
computed accurately enough to determine the impact
point, This information then could be relayed to the
team 1f they did not see the bundles fall.

(b) "Low-Level High-Speed Drops. MARK-4 resupply bombs

were considered. They can be dropped from a subsonlc
alrcraft at low altitude. The bomb is lowered to the
round by parachute.

SY History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Comrand History, 1969,"
p. II-D-1, (SACSA).
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FIGURE CB-6
‘ F
SUMT'ARY OF AIR OPLRATIONS IN SUPP
OF AIPBORNE OPERATIONS -~ 1964 )

. Aborted -
-cnth  Operations (Turned back or Unsuccessful  Successful
64 Scheduled did not take off) {Once over DZ) (Droppeac)
Jan 4 1 0 ¢
Feb 5 2 3 0
Mar y 1 4] 0
Apr 4 1 0 0
May y 4 0 2
Jun L] 2 Q 3
Jul 5 0 1 b
Aug 5 1 0 0
Sep 5 2 0 v
oct 6 a/ 0 1
Hov 5 2 4] 1
Dec 4 0 0 2

Total 55 21 L 13
2/ Operations cancelled by higher authority.
SOURCE* ) History, MACSOG, “Annex A to MACV Command History,

1964 (U)," p II-D-1
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(¢} "Low-Frecuency Homers, Two AN/MPV-13 low-Ifrequenc’
homers {navigational aids) were made available "*

(2) Continuing Problem, The problem of resupply during 1

poor weather and non-llght-of-the-moen nlghts was never

n)

solved, Consequently, the resupply of teams was unreliable

Ly

efforts
and unsatlsfactory as many resupply / were delayed for it
months at a time in theilr resupply schedule, g
2. ) Operaticns, 1965-=1967 6
z. 1965. "The Alrborne Cperatlons Section commenced

operations in 1965 with six teams totaling 59 agents
in-place in Nortn Vlietnam. The primary mission of all
these teams originally was to conduct limited ambushes,
target destructior, and psychological and harassing
operations agairst designated targets., In October, the
emphasis on target destruction decreased and the
gathering of intelligence through the expanslon of local
contacts and the utilization of roadwatch teams increased.
To this end, two speclally trained road/river watch teams
were infiltratec, and four teams were reinforced by road/
river watch trainec personnel. Only one element (Sub-Team
REMUS ALFA) of & team (REMUS) was lost during the year,
and its three renbers are listed as mlssing and presumed
captured. An acaitional six agents were killed and three
more died of natural causes., Numerous targets were
damagea or destrcyed and a large number of intelllgence
reports were received and forwarded to the Intelligence
S8ection for evaliustion. The operatioconal teams were
resupplled/reinforced nineteen times during the year."#®

b, 1966. '"Tre Alrborne COperations Sectlon began
operations 1n 19956 with nine in-place teams, representing
a total of 78 agents The misslion of the Airborne Opera=-
tions Section in conjunction with Strategic Technleal
Service (STS) counterpart personnel, was to recruit, traln,
equip, and Infiltrate agent teams into NVN, and subsequently
to resupply, reirnforce, and exflltrate these agent teams-
for the purpose cof collecting intelligence, conducting
sabotage and psycheloglcal operations, and rendering
assistance to downed alrcrews. The CINCPAC-stated
principal objectives for OPLAN-34A ground operations in
NVN were to develop low-key tribal potential in North
Vietnam and also to develop andoperational area astride
each majJor line of communication for the purpose of:

(1) Rail/roed/river wvatch
(2) Target acquisition for alr strikes
(3) Wire tap of NVN landlines -

(4) Development of civilian intelligence networks in
every operational area

(5) Conducting limited harassment and interdiction operations

(6) Rendering assistance to downed aircrews

* “Itid., P. II-G-2.
» 3) history, MACSOG, "Annex N to MACV Command History, 1965,"

p. II-A-5,
oTm [ B S T Y innav B +A

mop oform men 2 S
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"Three new operatlonal teams, KERN, SAMSON, and HECTOR,
were lnfiltrated on 5 March, 5 October, and 22 June.

‘ Operational teams were resupplied 28 times during the
vear, Team KED:, {7), TOURBILLON ALFA (4) and HECTOR
BRAVO (11) were lost during the year. 11 agents were
¥illed 1in action and three more dled of wounds. Elght
agents were wounaed 1n aectlon, cone.died of non-battle
injuries, and flve died of dlsease."* (Figures B-8, B-9
and B~10 give a tabular summary of 1966 agent team
operations,)

c. 1967. "The Alrborne Operations Section began
operations in 19¢7 with eleven in-place teams, representing
a total of 76 agents. CINCPAC directed in April that
TIMBERWORK (C) guerrilla teams be infiltrated in NVN for
the eonduct of the followlng operations- intelligence
collectlon, target acquilsitlon, development and support
of eivilian intelligence and escape and evasion (E&E) nets,
early warning, selective harassment, psychological opera-
tions and asslstance to downed aircrews

{1)" To accomplish this mission the Airborne Qperations
Seetion in conjunction with Strategie Technical Directorate
{STD) personnel recruited, trained, eguipped and infiltraved
agent teams ‘rto NVN, and subsequently resupplied, rein-
forced anc attempted to exfiltrate these agent teams. Four
new operational teams, HADLEY, NANSEN, RED DRAGON and VOI,
were infiltrated on 26 January, 22 April, 21 September and
18 October, respectlvely. Two PLOWMAN (C) detalnees,
GOLDPISH anc PERGOLA, were infiltrated as singleton agents
on 13 Septerber. Two STRATA teams, 111 and 112, were
infiltrated on 24 September and 22 Qctober, respectively.

_ (2) "Operztional teams were resupplied 28 times during the
year,

(3) "Teams, SAMSON, HECTOR, BELL and VERSE were leost durlng
the year. Seven agents were killed in actilon and one more
died of wounas. One agent was wounded In action, filve
died of non-battle injuries, and three dled of diseasze. unk

{4) Figures B-11, B-12 and B-13 give a& tabular summary of 2

ny

1967 agent team operations.

14

d, Exfiltration Efforts. The period from 1965-19467 was notable

for several unsuccesaful team exfiltration efforts. A summary of -

n

three of these efforts, Teams REMUS A, TOURBILLON A and BELL

h

are outllipned below:

B ) History, 1'ACS0G, "Alrborne Qperations, MACV 1966 Command
ispdPy " p. 61,
LA ) History, MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History, 1967,"
p. G-III-4-1,

e —
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FIGURE B-8 S)

L

LOCATION OF IN-PLACE TEAMS DURING 1966 (
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* &7
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FIGURE B-9
RECAPITULATICN OF OPLAN-34 TEAMS RESUPPLIED DURING 1966 (U)
Menth ARES EAGLE BELL REMUS SAMSON EASY EASY ALFA TOURBILLON VERSE KERN HECTOR ROMEO
Jan X
Feb X X 1 xa/
Mar X X 3)( 2x
Apr ﬂx X X X
May
Jun x&/ X X
» Jul X - X X
t
Sep t X X Xé/ -
Oet 6ya/ 7X
Nov X X X xR/
Dec X
¢33/ Denotes two resupply missions,
}s5/ Denotes diversionary resupply mission.
It10TE: 1 thru 7 denotes teams were unable to locate resupply bundles.
- Annex B to
"Trop gﬁfﬂ' C-b-44
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FIGURE B-10_41%)

RECAPITULATION OF OPLAN-31 IN-PLACE AGENT LOSSES DURING 1966 (U)

(ﬁgﬁth

Killed in Acticn Wounded in Actlion Milssing in Action Died of Wounds Died of Injuries

Died of Disease .

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov

Dec
TOTAL

1 1 12/ 1
1
5 1
3 2 2
2 3
l 1 1
4
18
11 g 23 3 1

b |

a/ Agent rejoilned team in May.

AGENT STRENGTH OF OPLAN-34 IN-PLACE TEAMS DURING 1366

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Q¢ct Nov Dec
76 78 86 84 78 91 8 86 95 10l 96 79

'
21ToP_SECRET C-b-45
!
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FIGURE B-11 (
€ LOCATION OF IN-PLACE TEXMS DURING 1967 (
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FIGURE B-12 ) p
FECAPTTULATION OF OFLAN-34 FESUFPLIED IWRIRG 1967

Tean Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun _Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
ARES ~ =memmeenee wm—mamom X mmme e e
FAGIE = meeme—eme—ae- X X  =rmsareeemmcccceceaeeeee—eona x
TENUS X  —== X  emmecaceerms=me=a-- X  mce—e—mmemesan -
NANSEN =~ ---memeee- T Tt
FASY X mw= X  emeesmee—cevmmae=ma x X mmm X me-
FASY ALFA X mee X e e
HADLEY  —reme=—- I e L EE LR e X mmmmeoe-
TOURBILLON =~ ======~=====r=r===-sesseemm—coceaaee I
VERSE I —— X  -- e
FED DRAGON =~ =--=s=t--==mr==memsmommmcecom—omomen - X X ememeee-
HECTOR x mmmmmmeaeeeeoes --- -
ROMED -— X x -mm X secmuma=

}
FIGURE B-l.'))?)/
RECAPTTULATION OF OPLAN-3% IN-FLACE AGENT LOSSES DURING 1967

Jon Feb Mar Apr Mgy Jun Jul Aug Bep Oct Nov Dec
Killed in
Action - - - 6 - - - - - -
Wounded in - - 1 . -
Action - - - - b - -
Missing in )
Action 8 - - - 12 4 - 9 - 1 -
Died of - . 1 - - -
Wounds - - - - - -
Died of
Injuries 1 - 1 1 " - 1 - 1 - - -
Died of
THipense - - - - - - -2 - - -
TOTAL i 8 2 3 6 12 5 - 12 - 2 .
-
TCP JECRET C-b-47 Annex B to
A-pendix C
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(1) REMUS A. This was the flrst attempt to exfiltrate -
.
an element of an OPLAN 3l agent team. A five-man element of z

Team REMUS was instructed to move overland approximately -

et i ° (h103]
_ The last radlo transmission was an 21 August

1965: "Caching radlo, heading for Vientiane," It was

M

M

assumed that the team was captured by the Pathet Lao in Laos.® -

(2) TOURBILLON A. In May 1966%% COMUSMACV proposed a z
concept to exfll-rate three agents from Team TOURBILLON who had <
been infiltrated 1n 1962. Following exfiltration, the three 1z

agents would provide: 1intelldgence; a source of experience 12

‘_l
n

Tor the critique of agent tralning; field experlenced

instructlons; and tanglble evidence to tralnees that exfiltration

[
LY )

of 1n-place agents was possible,"*®*The exfiltration plan,

—
T

approved by the Jolnt Chilefs of Staff, State Department, and

[
[8]]

i

Department of Defense, was. 1

“Team TOURPILLON ‘A' is directed to conduct a bogus
mission and establish a DZ to receive a resupply during a
designated period. After the team 15 in place, a photo
reconnaissance will be conducted to confirm the exact
lccatlon and to determine Af there are any indications
that the team is controlled by NVN. On the first suitable '
day after the photos have been analyzed, a three man
Vietnamese snatch team 1s moved from SVN to Nakhon Phanorm
by C-123 and immedlately transferred to a SAR hellicopter
for movement to 2 staging base at Muong Son, Laoz., After
refueling, the helicopter, escorted by USAF armed aircrart,
transports the snatch team to TOURBILLON 'A' LZ/DZ, located
on the NVN/Lao border to arrive at the bogus resupply time.
TOURBILLON 'A' 1s picked up and returned via the same
route to SVN. UE L X33

TOURBILLON A began movement toward the exfiltration point on 17
27 August 1966. The exfiltration was scheduled for 11 1
September and the team acknowledged prelimlnary instructions. 1z
However, no further contact was made with the team and the 21
exfiltratien had to be cancelled. TOURBILLON A was dropped 2%

from the agent rells effective 30 November 1966, 2z

;;}TSIﬁ mo, CJCS to DEPSECDEF, "OPLAN 347 Team Exfiltraticn,”
20

1y 1966. (SAC3A)
sg, MACV, DTG 050051Z May 66.
) tory, MACS0G, "Annex M to WACV Command History - 1966,"
“p. . (SACSA)

ETTY ) Memg, CJC3 to SECDEF, "Oplen 34a-Team Exfiltration (TS),"
July 1966, (SACSA)

'/‘_ N R el R g ——a Awvivamy O &~
L3 (R0 AV I I g WMAMROMAN B A mee M e WAAYT e 3 e L YW

TQP SEERET C-b-48 Arpendix C



MORI DoclID

TOP CRET

” (3) Team BELL. 1In November 1966 CONMUSMACV forwarded a
concept* to exfiltrate the five menbers of Team BELL by USAF
HH-3 hellicopter. The helicopters were to move from
Udorn to a forward staging base in Laos and on to the landing
zone (LZ) for plek up. The heliccpters were to have armed
aircraft for cover. The attempt to execute the plan was
made on 23 February 1967. The team was not at the LZ to
meet the hellcopter and later reported that whlle preparing
to mark the LZ, they had been alerted to the chattering
of monkeys and feared that people were approachling. Subsequent
exflltration attempts were delayed because of weather and
enemy actlvity in the LZ. The last contact with the team
was on 19 March 1967, and on 2 July 1967 Hanol radlo
ennounced the capture of the team and gave the team leaders

name for confirmation.

3. Operations, 1968-69. Airborne operations were influenced

signfTicantly by the restrictlions on operations imposed in April
and November 1968, and by the security evaluation in June which
Judged that all in-place teams were probably under HVN control.

a. In January 1968, there were eight in-place teams operational
in NVN. ©Since that time, twe teams, EASY and REMUS, Wwere
compromised by NVN and three teams, HADLEY, TOURBILLON and ROMEQC

stopped transmitting and ;e::rried as misslng 1n actlon (MIA).
The three remaining teams on 1 July 1969, ARES, EAGLE and RED
DRAGON were considered as prcbably compromised,®®

b, Durlng March and April 1968, US case officers assigned to
long~term agent teams conducted a security survey of their
respective teams, To further assist in.thils evaluation, Chierf
MACR0OG requested a counterintelligence shrvey be conducted by a

representative from J-2 MACV staff and CAS, Salgon. The findings of

[

_;};?S SE, COMUSHACY, DTG 060139% Nov 66. (SACSA)
*2-(pg) Historical Summary, Alrborne Studies Group, "S06 Annual

istorical Summary," 5 Jan €9, p.3. ({SACSA)

Annex B to
C-b-A9 ;

b \ Anpendiry 7
LA/ MASWWA LvuOd uuuuucu"y, ML RMVLLIT orWdLlEd U.I.'Uu[..l, LUUJ HIMIIUd L

istorical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p.3. (SACSA)

21
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23
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this survey¥*, in June 1968, indicated Epat all teams were undsr -
BVH control. BSubsequent plans called for dropping all in-plzce -
teams at the earllest feasible time, in most cases by using -
the tactlc of ordering the team to move toward an exfiltratior -
LZ. Experience had shown that when a compromised tear was ordsracz z
to move, 1t soon was surfaced by NVN or ended radio contact.¥** =

¢. In January 1968, there were a total of U8 agents on eight
ln-place teams; 1n June 1969, there were nine agents in the three :
teams remaining. Seven aerial resupplles were made to teams ¢
during the above period. (See Figure B-1l for team locations.) =3

d. Resupply and Exfiltration. Although the restrictions of Lt

Apri) probibited air operations above 20°N latitude, it was con- 1z
sldered essentlal by MACV to request clearance to resubply teams
RED DRAGON and REMUS end to exflltrate four members of Team EASY
by helicopter from a LZ 1n Laos. Even though the teams were 12
glready suspect by the United States as compromised, the counterpz==z 1<

Vietnamese Strategic Techniczl Directorate (STD) personnel did nct 1

share this feeling. It was considered by MACV that if the 1f
teams bellieved secure by the STD were not supported, there would 1
be an adverse effect on the entire unconventional warfare (UM) 2z
effort . *ed 21
(1) Clearance was granted by CINCPAC in April,**w%s 22
However, Team REMUS transmlitted its last message 1in April and 23
was terminated. CINCPAC suspended# all resupply operations 2=

in May before Team RED DRAGON was resupplied, The bomblng 23
nalt of 1 November ended all resupply plans for RED DRAGON. 2¢
(2) Clearance for the exfiltration of four members of Tear E

EASY was recelved the same month, April 1968, as the final 2t
message from the team, 26 April 196§i, On 7 August, a ;ﬁysgaper 2%
announced the capture of a "12 man spy-ranger team" that =L
wai/gpam EASY .44 3z

¥ ; Beport, CAS/J2USMACV, "Security Status of MACSOG Long-Terr
Teams 1n NVN," 7 July 1968. (SACSA)
S

} Historical Summary, Alrborne Studies Group, "S0G Annual
Hisperical Summary," 5 January 1965, p.3. (SACSA)
“yﬁ)a sg, MACV, DTG 240505Z Jul 68. (SACSA)
LR Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 130210Z Apr 68. {SACSA)
5%, CINCPAC, DTG 2222057 May 68, (SACSA)

[Vt JY TETITE Ry nTu, | vuly Lauu, T\uHwon) -
) Historical Summary, Alrborne Studles Group, "SDG Annual
Historlical Summary,” 5 Jan 69, p.30.
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a. ARES

(1} Background. A Vietnamese case officer encountered
ARES at the Refugee Debriefing Center, Salgon, on 29 August
1560 and assessed him as a capable man motivated by deslre to
revenge himself on the authorities of NVN. He was sub-
sequently recrulted as a singleton agent and inflltragted
by junk in April 1961 into his home province to establish an

intelligence collectlion net. His operational base Was 1In the

mountainous region directly north of Uong Bl, Quang Yen Province.

ARES recruited 11 subsources and provlded

infermation on NVN documentaticon, the Uong Bl power plant,
highways, bridges, Halphong Harbor and other miscellancous
ltems which he was able to observe or galn information on
through debrieflng of his subsources.

beglnning
(2) Operations. Continual analysis of ARES/1n 1966 indi-

cated that he was under hostile control. Since November 1968,

he exhlbited lndicatlons that the opposition was becoming
impatlent wlth the operation. ARES hinted several times

that he was having difficulty with radic communilcations and
Central (MACSOG/STD control headguarters) was asked %o

find another means of communication. ARES was informed

in December 1967 that Central wanted to resupply him and he was
instructed to find a suiltable drop zone {(DZ). ARES, however,
immediately began to expound on the difficulties of findlng and
using DZs in the area and again pleaded with Central to find a
way to resupply him by other means. It appeared that

ARES was attempting to get Central to expose additlonal assets.
With this in mind, a dlversionary oferation was lmplemented

in June 1968. The object of this operation was to cause the
securlty forces of Haiphong to expend thelr time and energles in
useless pursults and to lmplant the idea that Central has agents
operating in the city of Haiphong. In June 1969, ARES

was lInstructed to propose an exfiltratlion plan in interrational

ﬁﬂfbrs.‘

Arnanatdine An tha atédu Al Uadahone Tn Tunea 10&LAQ soTo

istory, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 commangd History,"
.ljp. F-III-4-1. (SACSA)
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k. REMUS

r

(1) Background. Team REIUS vas a six-man team inflltrated _
by parachute on 16 April 1962 near Dien Blen Phu. Its mission -
upon infiltration and wp to 1968 was to establish a base area -
from which intelligence collection activitles could be -

launched, ccllect enemy military, pelitlcal and economic

LR}

(2%

information, locate resupply DZs and safe areas for possible

infiltration of additlional agents, collect avallable documents, -

in

and recrult subspurces and support personnel.

(2) QOperetions. Continued analysis of Team REMUS's files

[T

up to mid-1967 indicated the team was probably not under e
hostile control. REMUS was relnforced five times sinee 1ts 12
infiltration in 1962. Beginning in December 1967, message 1z
traffic from the team lndicated it was beginning to 13
encounter problems beyond 1ts control, thereby, revealing 1:
it was possibly under hostlle control. Thls was confirmed 15
by subsequent messages received, and in Aprll 1968 when 1<
interrogation of a recently captured NVA prlscner of war 17
revealed he had knowledge of capture of a SVN "ranger" team 1%

in the REMUS area of operation in June 1962. On 13 May 1968, 1t

the NVN Government confirmed this by anncuncing capture of a 27
SVN "ranger" team in April (year not stated). All facts 2%
presented left no doubt thls was Team REMUS.* 22
c. TOURBILLON 23

(1) Background. By the clese of 1968, the team was compesed  2°
of three surviving members of 27 agents infiltrated between 25
16 May 1962 and 24 December 1966, The original team, composed a&
of seven members, was infiltrated by parachute on 16 May 1962 27

with Team CASTOR serving as its reception party. The original 2t

mission of the team was one of sabotage and harassment. By ¢
1967 and 1968, the mission was changed to intelligence 3%
collection by cbservaticn. 31

* (P8) Ibid,

mnD ec/ Fall SO Arrnay R +~

P ﬁa vmum Dy i L we
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(2) Operations. TOURBILLOM first came under susplecicon of
being under hostile control in January 1967 when & rein-
foreement radio operator, infiltrated on 24 Decermber 1966,
transmitted messages containing duress signals. £fter

further case officer analysis d a CAS security analysis

of a2ll in-place TIMBERWORK(L) teams, it was concluded that
the team came under hostile control prior to December 1966,
possibly as far back as 1962. The team's activities in
1968 have essentially confirme% 1ts controlled status. No
significant intelligence information was reported and the
team moved almost continually in an attempt to
evade the enemy, Contact was maintalned throughout the
vyear 1n order to utllize the team In a dlversionary effart.®*
The team was last heard from in December 1968, and was
dropped from the active rolls in June 1969,
a. BELL

(1) Background. Team BELL originally consisted of eight
ethnle Thal tribesmen who parachuted 4 June 1963 into a DZ
at VJ 520109. The team mission was to sabotage Yembay-Lao Kay
railroad. Deralilment and possigle destruction of/sgilroad
engine was reported 31 August 1963

{2} Operations. The team had not been resupplied since
inflltration, was concerned solely with survival until
resupply and reinforcement of 14 November 1964, Three team
members dled of causes directly or lndirectly attributable
to malnutrition. One man was killed jumping in on reinforce-
ment. Team was in radlo contact and was located at VK 537153
with 1C men at the end of 1964, Thg_entire year, 1965, was
spent in unsucecessful attempts to resupply the team. The teanm

moved several times during the year to new safe areas. Two

agents died in December from 1ac§ of medicine and supplies.

T5id. . p. F-111-b-C-1.

C-b-54 Annex B to
- Appendir C

Ibyp. F=III-#-C-1,
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Little useful Intelligence was receixved. The team was [inally -
resupplied in April 1966 and was instructed to cross the 2

Red River to establish a safe area., On 28 May, the team

)

attempted to cross the Red River in rubber boats, wvas inter- L

L

cepted by NVN militia, and retreated, suffering two KIA and

lost equipment. In August,44 resupply contalners were 3
dropped, but team was unable to locate them. On T
14 October 1966, another team member died. At the end of 8
1966,;anm was tasked to establish a rall/river watch at 9
site vicinlty VK 4935. 1In January 1967, CINCPAC approved 16
a2 plan to exflltrate team BELL. Abortlve attempts were made 11
in February and March to exfiltrate BELL. Bad weather and 12
the fear of compromise of the LZ were primary obstacles. 13
The team was last heard from on 19 March and was dropped 14
from the active rolls on 3 July 1967.% 15
e. EASY 16

(1) Background. Team EASY was the surviving 12 members 17
of 2 total of 35 members infiltrated into Son La Province, 18
NVN, between 9 August 1963 and 10 October 1965. The team's 19
original mission was to contact selected Meo and Thai 20
settlements to establish safe areas for other teams operating 21
in the area, determine resistance potentlal among the 22
Montagnards, selectively arm tribesmen for harassing attacks 23
on NVA, lines of communicatien (LOC) and road traffic, and 24

recruitment of influential Montagnard leaders for exfiltration 25

and training. By 1967-1968, the mission had veen reduced to 26
intelllgence ccllectlcon by observation and exploitation of a 27
locally recruited net of subsources. 28

(2) Dperatigns. Analysis of Team EASY's files prior to 29
June 1968 indicated the team was probably not under hostlle 30
econtrol, The team was reinforced four times with a taotal 3

t/;;aq History, MACSOG, 1964-1967 MACY Command Histories.

TOP ASECRET C-b-55 Annex B to
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of 23 men. As of January 1968, five of the original eignt
£

members and seven of the 23 reinforcement members survived,

EASY came under suspileclon in March 1968, and in July 1968
was determined by a joint TACV J-2 CAS security reviev to
be possibly under hostile control ATter being alerted
that one seriously 111 member and three other members were
to be exfiltrated, the team went off the ajir and was last

from on
heard 26 aApril 1968. Subsequently, on 7 August 1968, a

NVN newspaper reported that in late April {year not stated),

a l1l2-man team of SVN rangers had been captured in Son La
Province and the team leader was ldentifled as the EASY
team leader.®

f. "ATTILA. Team consisted of six Vietnamese that para-
chuted on 25 April 1964 into tree drop area at WF 325575,
Team misslon was to sabotage bridges on Route 8 and conduet
psychological operations in that area. One radlo contact
received 9 May 1964 indicated the team dropped in wrong loca-
tlon close to a populated area. No further contact since
9 May. On 11 August 1964, Radio Hanol broadeast that a team
which had dropped on 26 April had been captured and sentenced
by the DRV mllitary court %o elght years imprisonment. This
was ATTILA,"**

g. "LOTUS, Team consisted of six men who were dropped at
WG 125687 on 19 May 1964, The team mission was to sabotage
bridges on Route 1. Radio Hanol reported sentencing of spy
group who jumped the same day as LOTUS., No radlic contact
was ever made,'*#

h., "BUFFALO. The team consisted of a 10-man sabotage,
psychologlical operations, and intelllgence group that was
dropped 19 June 1964 at WE 741886, The team was to work
along Route 12. On 28 October 1964, Radio Hanol announced
the sentences of elght members of the BUFFALO group. No
radlo contact was ever made with the team, "**

1. EAGLE

(% 1)

(43

|
[ wa [4:]

j]
Jut

(1) Background. Team EAGLE was originally composed of six 14

members, all natives of Bac Glang Province, NVN, The team

was infiltrated back into the province on 27 June 1964, with

the mission of cenducting sabotage aﬁprations on NVN Routes

1l and %, Mac Nam Quan rall line, and the Mai Pha sir base,

The team has recruited two subscurces to date, who were the

story, MACS0G, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
II-4-C-1. (SACSA)

) History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 1964,"
p. II-Q-1. (SACSA)
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primary sources of information provided 1n 1965, The inrorra-

tlon recelved, however, has been ¢f little or no value. 2
In recent months, the team has been primarily tasked with 2
roadwatch assignments. EAGLE's mission in 1967 vas essentialls b
changed to collection of intelligence ainformation, although 1t 5
was taskea with a sabotage misslon in Tlarech 1968, The mission &
was not completed. The team now consists of three members of 1
the slx originally inflltirated. 8
(2) Operations. Continual analysis of EAGLE sinee 1967 9

1ndicates that the team is under hostile control. There- 10
fore, in 1968, plans were developed to move the team south 11
from 1ts safe area for possible exfiltration. EAGLE was 12
notified to move south, but was not informed of the 13
reason for it. After a brief period of delaying, the 14
team finally reported starting its movement in November,?* 15
The team was instructed to send an exfiltration plan but 16
none was forthcoming. In the summer of 1969, team was 17
moving back to original locatlon. It was expected that the team 18
would soon break contact and terminate. 19
J. "SCORFIDN. Team of seven men drobped on 17 June 1964

between VJ 701971 and VJ 679977. The team mission was to

sabotage the Lao Key rail llne between Yen Bay and Tral Hut.

On 27 July 1964, Radioc Hanoi reported the team of six men

had been captured shortly after their drop by aslert lceal

c¢itlzens. Dinh Man, the seventh man, was reported killed

when he stubbornly resisted capture,"**
k., “"BOONE. Team conslsted of nine men that were dropped

at approximately VG 594086 on 29 July 1964. The team was

never heard from."*#
1. EASY (ALFA). Infiltrated in September/October 1965 20

to give instructlon in roadwatch technlaues to EASY. In 21

November the team was contacted by the enemy and one agent 22

was killed, Team set up roadwatch on Routes 44a and 69. In 23

May 1966, two agents were killed durlng a skirmish with the eneny. 24

®
{/é?SF II-4-C-1. (SACSA)
L History, MACROG, “Annex A to MACV Command History 196u4,"
. II-Q-1. (SACSA)

story, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
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Team submitted roadwatch reports and was successfully 1
resupplied for remainder of 1966. In July 1967, EASY (ALFA) 2
arrlved at the cache site of EASY and the two teams were 3
jolned.* . 4

m. ROMEO S5

(1) "Background. Team ROMEO, originally composed of 10
ethnlie NVN was infiltrated back into an areaz lmmediately
.north of the DMZ in November 1965. Its mission was to conduct area
reconnaissance for collection of intellligence information;
perform roaduatch mission, and conduc¢t harassling and
sabotage actlvities on order. Primary target in the team's
area was NVN Route 103, whieh was belleved to be a major
route for inflltratlion of men and supplies to the south.

In October 1966, the ROMEQ radic operator sent the words,
'ROMEO already captured,' in the c¢lear. Slnce that time,
mlisslion accomplishment has been regarded as insignificant.
The team had not furnished any reportable information
during 1967 and 1968.

(2) "General, 1In 1968, the team's activity was generally
limited t¢ location of DZs and searching for survival food.
ROMEO had been plagued with communicaticons problems since
its infiltration and the trouble persisted in 1968. Many
messages were received wlth undecipherable groups and
numerous delays ln message trafflc were experlenced due to
necessity for retransmlssions., Contact with ROMEO was
finally lost 5 August 1968 while the team was reportedly
on a reconnalssance mlsslon. It 1s belleved the decision
to terminate the team was influenced by two events: =a
diverslonary caching operation which was successfully
completed in early June, followed by a reconnaissance mission
into a closely Torested area where little or no intelligence
informatlon could be gathered. Team ROMEO was composed of
four remaining members when 1t was declared MIA on
4 November 1968, "#x

n. YVERSE. Team was lnfiltrated by parachute in November 6
1965 to train Team TOURBILLON in roadwarch technlques and then 7
to detach and set up 1ts own roadwatch on Route 68. Roadwateh 8
was established by VERSE in January 1966. Location of team 9
near an antlaircraft site made resupply impossible except by 10
high-performance alrcraflt. Resupplyj?fnally accompllshed in 11
mid-1966. Team reported on Route 68 and Route 6 during year. 12
Exfiltration for team was planned for mid-1967, hOWEVEr,Fggam 13
was captured by the enemy between 3 and 27 July 1967.%%# 14

2
;ifgg)/ﬂistory, MACY Command Historlies 1965-67", (SACSA).
» )

! story, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
+#Pp. P11I-4~C=1. {SACSA).
LER )} Hiftory, MACV Command Historles 1965-67. {(SACSA)

TOP SECRET £-b-58 Annex B to
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o. KERN. Infiltrated on 5 Marc- 19656 by paradrop

gt

n

a

from £-123. Misslon yag to conduct roadirateh in Mu Gla Fass
area, Difficulty experienced in locatlng team from air
during first months after infiltration. Five members of L

the seven-man team were 111 in June 1966. Locatlon by ol

T

infra-red photography was effected 1n June 1966, Resupplr

in August, Team last heard from on 5 September 1966.% T
p. HECTOR, Infiltrated 15 men on 22 June 1666 by CH-3C 8
helicopter. Contact with team on 9 August. Report that 9
four members were 111. 1In September 1966 team reinforced 10
with 11 agents (HECTOR BRAVO), resupplied, encountered 12
enemy and were forced to flee, Exfiltratlon plans for team iere 1z
drawn up 1n November, HECTOR BRAVO was dropped from rolls aftern iz
ne econtact since 23 September. Exfiltration effort in 14
December unsuccessful, Team had not been heard from slnce 15
15 March 1967, and was dropped from the active rolls effective 16
26 June 1967.% 17
q. SAMSON. Eight agents with wire tap equipment infil- 1t
trated on 5 October 1966, Resupplled and established road- 1%
wateh 1ln November. Team last heard from on 2 December 1966.*% 2c
r. HADLEY 21
(1) Background, NVN Route 8 1s an improved motorable 2z

road connecting Route 15 to Laos Routes 81, 12 and 121. 23
These routes are considered major troop and supply infiil- 2k
tration routes to the south. In addition, the Ngan Pho 25
River, running west to east In the same area 1s a princinal 26
vater supply route. A black team installed in thils area 27
could provide valuable information on flow of infliltration 28
trafflc. Team HADLEY's mission was';o conduct Toadwatches, 2
emplace 2 roadwatch device, ldentify potential ailr strike 3
targets, and, on order, to conduct harassment and sabotage 3
operations, 32

¥ )} History, MACV Command Histories 1965-67,

C_b_59- Annex B te
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{2) Operations. Team HADLEY was infiltrated on 25 January z
1967 by hellcopter in Laos for overland movement into KVN. z
The team was placed on the wrong LZ due to pllot error and .

in its initial radlo contact, made on 17 February 1967, -

reported that it had been compronised upon landing and tas

My

st11l trying to evade the enemy. It is belleved that all

communlcatlons equlipment, except for one RS5-1 radioc and

some Panasonlic radios, were destroyed or lost during this

0

period, Communlcations with the team throughout 1968 were

generally good, with almost immediate responses to 12
messages., Orignally, an 1l-man team, HADLEY, 1s now com- 1z
posed of seven merbers. Two members died in 1967 and 1z
another two in 196B. Current view on the security survey 1=
completed in June 1967 concluded the team had been captured 1-
soon after infiltration. HADLEY was, therefore, used 1=
primarily in a diversionary capacity in 1968.% The team 1<
was instructed to exfiltrate into Laos but was last heard 1~
from in February 1068. Was listed as MIA on 24 May 1969. 1z
s. NANSEN, Seventeen agents inflltrated by USAF hellcopters 1z
on 22 April 1967 into Laos with Iinstructions to penetrate the ez
NVN border. The team never reached the NVN border but reported 2z
being pursued by Pathet Laoc in Laos. In May, the team reported 2z
that ratlions were exhausted, team members were ill, and reguested 2

t. RED DRAGON 2z
{1) Background. The Red River Valley from the NVN/China 3t
border town of Lao Kay to Hanol is a major LOC with many I

rall, road and water transshipment points from about 21°N,

story, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
ZIII-4-C-1., (SACSA)
) History, MACS0G, "Annex G to MACY 1967 Command History,"
p. G-III-4-15. (SACSA) -
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A black team located in Lao Kay and Yen Bal Provinces would
be in an excellent position to conduct sabotage and intellio-
gence missions. Planning for such an operatlion began in
early 1966 and the concept was-approved by CINCPAC in

May 1967.

{2) General. Team RED DRAGON vas widely dispersed on 1its
infiltration drop on 21 September 1967, Difficulty in
assembling and the loss of one radio ggused a 32-day delay
in the team establishing its first radle contact. Radio
communications with the team in 1968, as in 1967, were
generally poor due to atmospheric eonditions and frequent
retransmissions were necessary. RED DRAGON's security
status was a matter of questlon since 1ts initial radio
contact, and the question continued to plague both U3 and
VN case offlcers throughout the year. Whilile US personnel
were convinced the team was under NVH control, the VN
counterpart case officer felt otherwise. This difference
in oplnion had a marked effect on handling of the team until
June, when a MACV J2/CAS security review indicated the team
was upder hostlle control, Maintenance of RED DRAGCN was
Tfurther complicated by difficulties 1n resupply. The team
was resupplied on 18 March 1968 by FAC alrcraft, but the
limited bombing halt declared on 1 April 1968, prevented any
further resupply of the team. RED DRAGON, therefore, spent
much of its time in 1968 searching for survival food and
was largely unproductive. Although 1t was conceded the
team was not useful, nor could it be used in support of
any diverslonary operation, contact was maintalned throughout

1968 because of the VN counterparts' belief the team was

secure.* Team was last heard from in June 1969 and 1s expected

/j:;preak contact.

) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACY 1968 Command History,"

»
/gﬁn- 4-C=1." (SACSA}
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u. VoI. Four agents infiltrated on 18 October 1667, z
No contact ever established after infiltratlon.* <

v, Teams 915 and 919, The teams had been recrultec in the striwg -

and summer of 1968, but had not co&pleted training at the -
time of the 1 November bombing halt. Team 915 commenzed tra:rrirs -
at Camp Long Thannh 1n October and 919 in January 1269. The €
teams were recrulted in SVN from persons who had mlgrated in tre 195Cs

from NVN to the Danang and Nha Trang areas. Team 915 [irst €

mission on 12 January was a 10-day infilltration 20 kllometer

into Cambodla for a roadwatch mission. The team completed 1C

a longer, 20 day, mission in February, alsc into Cambodia Both 11
missions were Judged successful. Team 919 performed 1ts first 12
mission, also into Cambodia, on 9 June 1969. The team was attacked 13
immediately after infiltration and had to exfiltrate with a loss 1t

of three men. These two teams have remalned under the operational 15
control OP~36, Alrborne Studies Group. 1€

5, ) Summary. Figure B-15 is an abbreviated chronology of 17
all recorded long-term agent team infiltrations from 1961 through 18
the finsl.insertion in 1967. 19
E. } STRATA TEAI: OPERATIONS 2t
1. } General Conduct of Operations 21

a. Authority. By the original authority message for STRAT! 2z
operations®** CINCPAC was authorized to approve STRATA missions 23
wlth the Jolnt Chlefs of Staff an informatlon addressee on all 2h
messages. CINCPAC approved 15 STRATA targets 1ln a series of 25
messages transmitted from May of 1967 until July 1968. (See 26
STRATA "Authority" file in SACSA.) Mission numbers were assigred 27

by CINCPAC and authority was glven to strike an approved target 28

. 29

on more than cone mission.

story, LACS0G, "Annex G to MACY 1967 Command History,"
£III-4-.22. (SACSA)
L ) Msg, CINCPAC, 1200522 Apr 67. (SACSA)
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Tean
ARES
ATLAS
CASTER
DIDO
ECHO

TARZAN

EUROPA

REMUS

TOURBILLON

EROS
PEGASUS
JASON
DAUPH INE

BELL

BECASSINE
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FIGURLC B-15 )

Chronology of Long-Term Agent Team

Date

Feb
Mar
May
Jun
Jun

k4

Feb

16 Apr

16 May

Jun
13 Apr

14 May

Jun

Gl
61
61
61

61

62

62

62

62
63
63
63
63

63
63

63

How

Sea

ALr

Alr

lnserts

Pers
1

4

- Remaths
Radio contact continues in Apr 69
2 KIA, 2 captured on landing
Contact lost Jul 63 in Laos
Doubled, played, terminated
Doubled, played til Aug 62, terminated

Insert date unk, last radio contact
Jun 63, presumed captured

Last radio contact 27Jan64 in NVN

Reinf 2 men 12Aug63, 3 men 23AproHd,
4 men (Tm ALTER) 220ct64, 4 men Jan
65, 2 men 2ZlAug67. 13May68 NVN An-
nounced capture of SVN ranger tm=
in REMUS area

Reinf 7 men (Tm COOTS) 27Mayéd, 7 men
(Tm PERSEUS) 24Julé4, & men tempor-
arily (Tm VERSE) 7Nov65, 2 men (Tm
TOURBILLON BRAVQ) 24Dec66  Reinf
radlo opr sent duress signal im Jan
67 Tm being used as diversion as-
set thru Apr 69,

Doubled, played, terminated

Captured socon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Captured scon after landing

Reanf 7 men (Tm GRECC) 14Novb4. Last
radio contact 19Mar67, dropped 3
Jul 67.

Captured soon after landing

Captured scoon after landing

Captured soon after lamdang

—
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18

19.

20.

21.

22,

23,

24

25.

26,

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32,

33,

34

35.

36.

37.

38

39,

40

40
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MIDAS 10 Jun 63 Aar
NIKE 10 Jun 63 Air
GIANT Jul 63 Aar
PACKER Jul 63 Air
EASY 9 Aug 63 Aar
[no name] 12 Aug 63 Air
SWAN 4 Sep 63 Air
BULL 7 Oct 63 Ar
RUBY 5 Dec 63 Aar
[no name] 23 Apr 64 Aar
ATTILA 25 Apr 64 MAr
LOTUS 19 May 64 Aar
COaTS 27 May 64 Air
SCORPION 17 Jun 64 AT
BUFFALO 15 Jun 64 Air
EAGLE 28 Jun 64 Aar
PISCES 18 Jul 64 Air
PERSEUS 24 Jul 64 Aar
BOONE 29 Jul 64 Aar
ALTER 22 Oct 64 Aar
GRECO 14 Nov 64
(CENTAUR Team)

REMUS ALPHA May 65
HORSE May 65
DOG/GECKO 17 Sep 65

(EASY ALPHA)
v
DOG/GECKO 17 Sep 65

FAQY AIDHAY

10

ALr

Captured soon after landing

Captured scon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Reinf 6 men {(Tm PISCES) 18Julé4, 5 men
{Tm HORSE) May 65, 9 men 17Sep65 & 3 men
180ct65 (Tm DOG/GECKO). DOG/GECKO redesig
EASY ALPHA, separated 300ct65 EASY ALPHA
rejoined i1n Jul 67 Last radio contact
26ApT68, 7Augb8 NVN newspaper announced
capture of 12 SVN Rangers, correctly
adentified Tm Ldr.

Reinf for Tm REMUS

Captured soon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Reinf for Tm REMUS

Captured soon after landing, Action 557

Captured, tried by NVN

Reinf for Tm TOURBILLON

Captured, tried by NVN

Captured, tried by NVN

Jun 68 analysis. Tm believed under NVN
control 3 men still in Tm. Inst'd to
move south, began move Nov 68, Still in
radio contact 68

Reinf for Tm EASY

Reinf for Tm TQURBILLON

Captured, tried by NVN

Reinf for Tm REMUS

7 Reinf for Tm BELL
(28) Tm destroyed 10Dec64 in C-123 crash on
Monkey Mountain, Da Nang See pg 1I-
J-1, 64 Hastory

5 Part of Tm REMUS 1inst'd to exfil to
Laos  Last contact 2l1Augh5 vic TJ
785367; "Caching radio, heading for
Vientiane (Laos)."

5 Reinf for Tm EASY

9 Reanf for Tm EASY. Later redesag Tm
EASY ALPHA (300c¢t65). Tm rejoined
Tm EASY 1in Jul 67.

9 Reinf for Tm EASY. Later redesig Tm

TACY AIDUA (IHDNA= LD M e mamad

Annex B to
Apnandty O

C-5-64
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FIGURE B-15 {(Cont'd),

41.VERSE 7 Nov 65 Arr 8

42 RO'IEQ 19 Nov

43 KERN 5 Mar

44. HECTOR 22 Jun

45. SAMSON 5 Oct

46 TOURBILLON 24 Dec
BRAVO

47, HADLEY 26 Jan

48, NANSEN 22 Apr
49 [no name] 21 Aug
50. GOLDFISH 13 Sep

51. RED DRAGON 21! Sep

52, VoI 18 Oct

TQP SECRET

S

/

65

66

66

66

66

67

67

67

67

67

67

Helo 10

Air 9

Helo 15

Hela 8

Ar 2

Helo 11

Helo 17

Air 2

Sea 1

At 7

infil to Tm TOURBILLON, 2 men Xilled

as result of dron Tm 1inst'd Tm TOUR-
BILLON 1n road atch techniques 21

Dec 65, Tm TOURBILLOMN gave 5 men to

Tm VERSE, \ERSE detached 27Jul67, .
Hanoi Radio announced capture

QOct 66 Teceived msg i1n clear text:
VROMEQ ALREADY CAPTURED.' Last rtadio
contact 5Aug6éB, declared MIA 4hovés.

1 man killed on drop, last radioc con-
tact 55epb66, dropped 7Dec6b

Reanf 11 men (Tm HECTOR BRAVO) 23 Sep
66 HECTOR § HECTOR BRAVO never iinked
up. BRAVO dropped 28Dect6 Last con-
tact w/HECTOR 15Maré?, dropped 26Jun67

LZ 1n Laos., Last radio contact 2ZDec66,
dropped IMar67.

Reznf for TQURBILLON Toock in wiretap
§ electronic sensor devices

LZ in Laos Foot infil to NVN. Jun 63
analysis: Tm believed captured soon
after landing. Used as diversion since
Jun 67, told to exfil to Laos Mar 69
Tm rept'd they were 1n Laos again §
ready for pickup, could not locate

LZ in Laos Tm never reached NVN,
enemy vic LZ, requested exfil. See
pg G-111-4-15, 67 History

Reinf for Tm REMUS

Infil by PLOWMAN Mission 327 Agents
had been recrydfted from detainees on
PARADISE ., gents were to remain in-
place 60-90 days & exfil by sea. Never
contacted

Widely dispersed on infil. US Case Off
believed Tm under NVN control, VN Case
Off believed Tm QK as result of Jun 68
analysis. Radic contact centinues in
Apr 69,

No contact ever estab after infil.

—
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b. Misslon. It vas originally Intended* that STRATA teams 1
would be well indoctrinated in the SSPL’and leave leaflets and -
posters zlong the tralls in thelr operational areas However, -
in August 1968, S0G directed that ETRATA teams no longer be tasked -
with multiple misslons on the same operation, e.g., roadwatch, ° T
prilsoner snatch and SSPL distrlbution. Subsequently, STRATA B
teams were charged with only one mlsslen per infiltration,
prinelpally: roadwatch, reconnaissance, or prisoner snatch. :
Distributlion of SSPL material was halted as a seccondary mlssion.®® :

c. Typical Mlsslion. Once a STRATA team had been assigned a -

mission objective and a designated area of operatlons, the

selected team was alerted and placed 1n an isoclatlon aresa. - —z

-3 (hitn
- thii3
12
P3N
z_
iz
ez
-
zz
2f

L)
(13

ACJ3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report,” 14 Feb 1968,
s P.6. (SACSA)
rical Summary, Alrborne Studies Group, "SO0G Annual
ry,” 5 Jan 69, p.11., (SACSA)
ACJ3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 1l Feb 1968,

T .n.11. [(SACSA)
EBeport, ACJ3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report,” 14 Feb 1968,
;:¥IMB RWORK(L), p.&a. (SAGSA),

Prney B to
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d. Organizational Change. The bomblng halt af 1 November

1968 restricted any further operations in North Vietnam The
final two STRATA teams to be deployed in the North were exfiltrated
on 23 October. STRATA assets, 1n51ud1ng the Monkey Mountain FOB,

Studies
were turned over to OP-35 (Ground / GOroup) for employment 1n the

570370

PRAIRIE FIRE and DANIEL BOONE/SALEM HOUSE areas of operation {The -

operatlons of the STRATA teams from November upntil July 196§
wlll be covered in the Appendices on Laos and Cambodla,) An

evaluation by SOG of STRATA operations under OP-35 resulted in

the teams being returned to the control of OP=-36 (Alrborne Studies 1
Group) on 1 July 1969. The principal factors prompting the 1
return was the deterioration of tralning and morale resulting 1
from reduced individual attentlon devoted to the teams under i

the OP-3% arrangement. 1

2. } Mission Marratives - 1967-1968, Only two teams were 1
insepfed in 1967; one of which was exfiltrated., From January 1
1968 until the bombing pause of 1 November, 24 STRATA teams were 1

inflltrated into NVN, 1

"Twenty teams were successfully exfiltrated with all members,
three teams exflltrated mlnus mlssing members, and Team 120 has
been missing in 1ts entirety since 17 May. There were twelve
meeting engagements with enemy personnel {15 STRATA agents were
lost] . . . Nine intelligence reports were forwarded to higher
headquarters based upen information gathered by STRATA teams."¥

Narratives of all STRATA missions conducted prior to the bombing 19
halt of 1 November 1968 are included below®*, 20

a."STRATA III, composed of 7 VN agents was infiltrated by
CH-3 helicopter into NVN vicinity of XE 0744 on 2407152 Sep 67.
Team was to move to rcadwatch sites along route 101, vicinity of
XE 1254 and report real-time intelligence in STRATA Target Area 5.
Infiltration was accomplished without incident. No enemy contact
but because of difficult terraln, 1llness of two team members, and
lack of water, team was emergency exfiltrated by CH~3 helicopter
vicinity of XE 1048 on 2810452 Sep 67.%

b, " STRATA 112, composed of 10 VN agents parachute

infiltrated into NVN vicinity WE 787854 at 221920Z Oct 67 on
STRATA Target 1. Enroute to rocadwatch slte overloocking junction

¥ sy pistory, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
. PETII-4, (SACSA)}
(/p ) Memo, CINCPAC Starff, "STRATA Teams", undated.
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of route 15 and 101, team made unexpected corntzct with enemy anz
requested exfiltration. Four eafiltration attemvts by Ch-3 nel:-
copters were unsuccessful, Team last heard from 7 Nov 67,
Subsequent recon mlssions fallea to locate tear and on 11 Jan 6F
STRATA 112 was dropped from active agent rolls.

¢. " STRATA III, composed of 8-V agents, infiltrated by
CH-3 helicopter into NVN vicinity XE 452009 at 171547H Mar 68, °
on STRATA Target 7. Mission of team was to conduct roadwatch
along Route 196. Infiltration vas without Incident; team moved c’7
the LZ and established cache site off the L2 and established a
position at XE W54018 at 171800H. At 180700H team moved out
toward roadwatch site and at 1813U5H contacted two squads local
militla., After a twenty minute firefight in whlch three enemy wers
kllled or wounded the team withdrew, Prlor to withdrawal team
heard three explosions belleved to be M-14 anti-personnel mines
previously emplaced by team. Team then established an overnight
fsafe area' and at 190700H establlshed radio contact with FOB
Danang. During day of 19 March team observed other enemy
mllitla activity but had no further contact uith enemy. Team hezra
three more explosions, delleved to be other T-14 mines, from the
direction of firefight area. At 200700H team contacted 02 FAC
alrcraft, Team made two additiconal contacts with FAC and on 22105lZ
was visually located by aircraft observer. Team was extracted by 23-%
at 231345H, vicinity XE 417016. Team found no evidence to deterrirzz
whether or neot significant infllgration traffic 1s passing througs zne
local militila forece of less than c¢ompany size. No regular NVA
actlvity noted.

d. "STRATA 113, composed of B VN agents, inflltrated
vicinity XE 436125, by CH-3 helicopter on 310835Z Mar 68, on STRAT..
Target 7A. Team establisbed radio contact with FOB, Danang and
reported its position on 0107552 Apr 68. No enemy contact reportez.
Team reported on 0306102 Apr 68 that they had arrived at Base Ca-z
location, vieinity XE U439105. No enemy contact. ©On 4 April, tes=
conducted reconnalssance in Base Camp area. Due to lack of enery
contact, team mission extended for five (5) days 1in order to provize
ample time for thorough reconnaissance of Route 1961. 0On 5 April,
team reported completlon of reconnaissanece of Route 1961, no infcr-
mation furnished (at this time) on results of reconnalssance. Tez=
exfiltrated from vieinity XE 417121 at 0708052 Apr 68.

e. " The FAC control of the helicopter insertion of one
STRATA team (114) and the extraction of another STRATA team (113)
on the same misslon 1s proving to be a sound method for control
Eg'helicopters flying through hostile areas and for locatlng

5.

f, "STRATA 11l, composed of 8 VN agents, infiltrated on
STRATA Target 7B, vieinity XD 484985 at 070747Z April 1968,
Team contacted FOB, Danang by volce and CW a2t 0710452 April
and on 0807102 April and reported its position vicinity XD 47498c.
Team moving toward Route 196, vicinlty XD 4599. Team contacted
FOB, Danang by radio (CW) on 090015Z April, no snemy contact.
At 0908302 April, team contacted six enemy armed with AK 47
rifles. HNo friendly casualtles,; enemy casualtles unknown. Team
instructed to move south to Route 196, viecinity XD 4497, 1101302
April, team contacted FOB, Team located viclnity XD U466992.
FOB directed team to move south to XD U696. C¥ radio contacts
at 120100Z and 120335Z April. Team located XD 458792 Team
instructed to cross Route 196, vicinity XD 4496, to take pictures,
emplace mines, and leave leaflets, On 13 April team emplaced I*=1-
mines, left SSPL leaflets and flag viclnity XD 459983 (suspected
enemy checkpelnt). One hour later team hesrd explosions Trom the
direction of the emplaced mines. Team exflltrated by CH=-3 from

Annex B to
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vicinity XD 432982 at 1509202 April. During eafiltration hoists
with Jgungle penetrators vwere used for pickuc. lo friendly
casualties and unknown enemy casualties. Excelleat PRC 74 vaice
and Ci ¢ommunicatlons established and maintalned throughout

the operation. Failure of enemy to pursue team after contzct on
3 fpril indicates that enemy troops are loecazl militla or have
specific locatieon, such as way station, to goard

g. "STRATA 122, corvposed of U VI agents, Inflltrated on
STRATA Target 2, wiciplty X¥E 363215 at 1505232 i'ay 1968, Radio
contact established, team leader reported all members well and no
problems encountered on infiltration. On 16 May, team reported its
location as XE 354215, stated that upon comoletlen of the infiltraticr
team moved on azimuth of 265 degrees through rugged terraln,
observed many tralls with footprints and traces with direction of
travel toward 200 degrees. Team located vielpnity XE 354215 and
reported hearing the flring of heavy weapons (at 1523002 May)
from an area west of 1ts positlon (XE 354215). Team plans to remain
at XE 354215 and conduct reconnaissance of area. On 17 May, tear
located XE 352214 and still encountering high racky terrain. One
team member reported 111 at 1612302 May and as a result, team will
remaln temporarily at XE 352214. Team observed jet aircraft strike
to 1ts West at 1609207 May and another airstrike to the North. Ho
secondary explosions. Negative enemy contact. On 1801402 May,
team reported its locatlon vielnity XE 356214. One team member
reported 111, FOB provided medical treatment advise via radio.
Team will move to LZ, vicinity XE 337216 for planned extrazction
on 21 May. On 19 May, team visually sighted at XE 356218 by
STRATA FAC observer. Team scheduled for extraction 21 May. On
20 May, team stlll located vicinlty XE 356218. Team extracted
vieinity XE 3521 at 2205202 May. Debrlefing at FOB, Danang underway.

" Since one member of the team became 111 (later illness was
diagnosed as severe kldney infectlon the team determined they could
not continue misslon (rugged terraln coupled with team member's
1llness) on 17 May and team requested /exfiltration/ on 22 lay. Fror
17 May untll extraction on 22 May the Team performed only those
activities cennected with thelr security, survival, and exfiltration
Extraction was accomplished by CH-3, using holst and Jungle
penetrator,

"No enemy contact, no friendly casualtles.

"Since the team did not reach its objective (Houte 137) no
roadwatch information was provided. Some usable informatlon was
reported concerning terrain, flora, and fauna whleh possibly could
bg useful survlval/evasion/escape 1nformation for future operations 1in
the area.

h. “STRATA 111, composed of 7 VN agents, inf'lltrated on STRATA
Target 7C, vicinity XE 4404 at 1U0544Z May 68. On 15 May team
reported its location as XE440036. Negatlve contact with enemy. Or
16 May 68, team reported its locatlon as XE438105, no contact with
enemy, and team moving on azimuth of 145 degrees. On 17 May, tear
located at XE 449098, Team reported hearing rifle fire at 1610152
May at 1,000 meters and 90 degrees fron XE 442008 and dogs barking
and rifle fire approximately 1,000 meters away on an azimuth of
10 degrees from XE 442008. WNegative enemy contact. Team lccated
at XD 452095 at radio contact 180245Z [lay. Team proceeding on
neading of 145 degrees toward Route 196, As of 20 May, teanm still
in vielnity XD 452095, will proceed to roadwatch site. 21 May,
radio contapt econtinues; team moving on azimuth of 145 degrees
toward reddwateh site. On 23 May contact by air to ground voice

C~b-69
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and FOB to team by CV¥ radio. As of 2h03052 Nay team located
at XDU91936, will move to roaduateh site at XD 444977 On 250010%
May, team 'rogered*® for team traffic and continued to move tovard
roadvateh site. Last contact 2701452 [jay, ervtractior planned for
28 May. Team extracted from NVU, vicinity XD518926 at 2904452 Nav
68. Debriefing underway at F0B, Danang on 308 Majy 63. Debriefing
completed 31 May 1968. -

1. “"STRATA 120, composed of 6 VN agents, Infiltrated on STRATA
Target 7D, viclnity XE 5206 at 1405332 May 1968. Radio contact
with FOB established at 150900Z ray, Team directed to pravide
situwation and lotation report. On 16 May team reported locztlion as
XE 527080 and no enemy contact. Team located at XE 536064 at
radlo eontact 1709107 May and reported experiencing diffieculty in
movement beeause of rocky terrain., Team moving east toward target
area overlooking SONG LONG DAI river and LANG MO village., Teanm
last heard from on 1709102 May, vicinity XE 536064, Team supposedly
split into three two man reconnalssance elements to conduct river
watch, Communications should be re-established by 21 May, if not,
planned overflight will be corducted 22 May, with observation aircraft
using FM radio for air fo ground centact. On 22 May negative contact
with FOB Danang, ABCCC alreralt or 0-2 observer, search continues
on 22 May. No coptact on 23 May, all emergency search and contact
procedures now in effect, MNo contact on 24 May. Emergency contact
procedures stil1l in effect 2% and 26 May, negative contact, Team
last reported 17063102 May. Emergency contact procedures
included* Danang FOB single sidepand, CW and voiee radle broad-
casts on scheduled and unscheduled basis, ABCCC alrcraft trans-
misslans hourly; blind broadcasts over SSPL transmitter; 0-2
and A-1 alreraft overflights using FM radlo and search for visual
signals. Team 15 presumed missing. 0-2 ailrecraft overflights will
continue to look for team on a perlodic basis.

Y. "STRATA 113, (8 VN) infiltrated vicinity XE 2631, on STRATA
Target 24, on 220h217 May 6B, Mlssion is to conduct roadwatch on
Route 137. Negative contact with FOB as of 2405007 May. As of
2600302 May negatlve tontact with FOB. 0-2 alrecraft averflight
scheduled for 26 May. Alr to ground contact established 260530Z May
via ¢-2 alrceraft. Team located at XE280318, reports difficulty with
PRC 74 radio. 0-2 gbservation alreraft flight planned for 25 May;
STRATA observer will transmit instructions to team via FM radio.
Team contacted by -2 observer aircraft 29 May, vicinlty XE
282326, Resupply will be attempted 30 May. Resupply mission
cancelled 30 & 31 May due to weather. Team last heard by 0=2
observer aircraft 29 May, vicinity XE 28232€6. Team contacted by
0~2 aireraft on FM radiec at £20330Z June. Team reported Base
camp located at XE 268325 and roadwateh site at XE 310326, On
2 June team received two (2) resupply bundles in free-fall drop from
0-2 aircraft. Team reports negative enemy contact and all team
members safe. Team scheduled for extraction 5 June. Team
visugally sighted by 0-2 aircraft abserver O40510Z Jun at extraction
LZ vieanity XE 279335, acheduled for extraction 7 June. Team
extracted from vicinity 279335 at 070328Z June 1968,

k. "STRATA 114 (7 VN) infTiltrated vicinity XD 569869, on STRATA
Target #13, at 0604152 Jun 68. Misslom 15 roadwatch of Route 1036
(vicinity XD 638848). Contact with team as of 0707152 Jun. Team
located at XD 596865 as of 090730Z JUM, negative enemy contact.

On 10 JUN team located vieinity XD 628855; team reported hearing
bombers and rifle fire 0910502 JUN vieinity YD 623876 ans XD630733.
Team reported 101030Z JUN vieinity ¥D 631865. At 1008302 JUN

t.eam reported hearing many bombs aoproximately 300 meters from

ion between 100800Z ~ 1008302 JUN. A 'no bomb line!
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coordinases ¥O §208U40, XD 650840, XD 690870 and XD €20870 has

ol been establisnez in thelr area effective 1102252 JUL, Tez~ renortec
many trucks ir zrea moving south on 111500Z JUR 5 nev 'nc borb line!
estzolished ¥T £286, XD 6283, and XD 6584, effective 1203007 JUH.
pt 121300Z JU team revorted (from vicinity XD 634835) a truer nark/
motor popl An area XD 637845, Team revorted truck conveys (ol
30 vehicles ezzr) moving on road between 13302 and 21007 hcurs |
Trucks appearec to be heavlly loaded military trucks Alr strikes
in area have rcy hit road. At 2213157 JUN team reported that team
leaoer, Asa't team leader, and one (1) radlec operator had not returnpso
from reconnaissznce. ‘Team contacted FOB 1402002 JUN from
vicinity XD 61L2585 and reported that the three missing tean members
apperently cortzcted enemy during morning hours of 12 JUN. Swrall
arns fire ana cgrenade explosions were heard at base camp by the other
four team mercevs, No contact with three (3) missing members.

. Team (-~} located by STRATA observer in 0-2 alrcraft at XD 608868 on
2405502 JUN. Team moving west bto extraction LZ. On 15 JUN team
(~) contacted vicinity XO 6138656 by aerlal observer; team continuing
to move to LZ, no enemy contact reported. Team (-~) contacted FOB
Danang at 1603302 and 1607002 and reported location a5 XD 537865,
Team (-}, four indigenous members extracted vicinity XD 597365
at 180818z JUM,

1, "STRATA 115, (7 CAMB) infiltrated wicinity WE 629911, in
STRATA TaPget rr=a #11, at 1905352 June. Misslon is roadwatch
trall activity viecimity WE 715900. Negatlive radio contact as of
2105502 June. Team visuslly sighted at 2205302 June at WEB66906.
Team contacted 5~2 aircraft on FM radio and sent coded message to
STRATA alr ovserver, Team contacted by radioc 24 June at WE700920; re-
supply schedulez for 250900Z June. Resupplied 26 June. Enemy
contact 27 June vic WE 711925. HNo friendily casunaliles; one enemy
KIA and two VI:. Teawm position compromised, exfiltrated 2507192
June '68. The exfiltration CH~3 recelved three hits from small
arms approximately 1 KM from LZ; nc casualties,

m. "STRATA 111. ({7 VN) infiltrated vicinity XD 557921, in STRATA
Target Area 13:, at 200531Z June. Mission is roadwatch of Route
1036. At 21023CZ June, team reported 1ts location at XD 568912,
negative ernery contact, team moving toward readwateh position on
Route 1036. Tez~ visually located at XD 557921 when contacted 2200302
June; negatlve evnemy contact. Team contacted by radlo 240145Z June,
location XD 629I94; negative enemy contact. Enemy contact 24 June
vie YD 6542893; laid mines and withdrew, Mines exploded shortly after
withdrawal. Tees: safe vie XD 588890, Team reported safe 27 June,
moving toward resucply D2 vie XD 586894, Second enemy contact
3009252 June vic XD B72902. One friendly WIA, estimate 3 enemy WIA
{possibly DIA}. Exfiltrated 300711Z June ‘6B vic XD 568853,
Circumstances surrounding the wounding of one team member and
inconsistencies noticed during debriefing have lead to the confinement
of the team me-oers during investlgation by a SVN securlty agency aund
thelr removal frem the STRATA Program,

n, "STRETA 117 {7 CAMB) infiltrated into HVN vielnlty XD bLuQg932,
on STRATA Target ¥TE at 270538%Z June, Mission was to observe,
report, and recerd amount and ldentity of all trafflc utilizing Rte
196, Radio cor:tast was established with FOB Danang and at 2906002
team reported itvs locatlon as XD 472948; no enemy comtact. On 30
June team reporied its location as XU 464955, no enemy contact.
on 2 July, tea~ established roadwateh site at XD 4397B0; nothing
significant reccried. On 3/4 July, from a roazBwatch site at XD
389750, team revcrted 'no enemy trafflc of any description observed’.
Team actually petrolled road and saw no evidence of recent use.
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On 5 July, team reported from vieinity 2P 335002; no enemy
contact. Team exfiltrated from vicinity XD 435002 at 0607362
July. Upon completion of debriefing it vas decided that the
portion of Rte. 196, designated as STRATA Target 7E, 1s no longer
considered a luecrative target for STRATA operations.

o. "STRATA 118 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XE 297376
in STRATA Target #2B, at 0709312 JUL 68; no enemy contact. Missior
roadwatech on Rte 137. At 1002302 Jul, team contacted FOB Danang
and reported no enemy contact. At 100615Z JUL, team reported to
STRATA aerial observer that they had made contact and were pursued
by enemy troops; reported all team members safe. Team emplaced
M~24 mines 1n area and withdrew to vicinity XE 295370. Team
directed to move to vicinlty XE 284351 for extraction. At 1102302
JUL, team reported all members safe and located at XE 305370. Om
12/13 JUL, team continued to evade enemy enroute to extraction
site located vicinlty XE 284351. Team extracted from vicinity
XE 292366 at 140825Z JUL 68. Team did not accomplish its survell-
lance mission eof Rte 137. HRoadwatch mission agalnst Rte 137 reschec.’z:
for on or about 30 JUL 68.

p. "STRATA 94 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vieinity XD 594824, or
STRATA target #13B, at 1306527 JUL 68. Misslon- roadwatch Rte
1036 (Bat Lak Road)., 15 July radio contact established; team
reported being pursued by enemy, no casualties, At 161040Z JUL,
team reported 1ts location as XD 612827. On 21 JUL, team reported
that it had established base camp at XD 618825; three team members
conducted reconnalssance for roadwatch slte., Base camp team
members reported hearing small arms and explosion from direction of
three recon members. Last contact 2108552 JUL. On 23 JUL team
reported that the three recon members reloined remalnder of team
at base camp; no friendly casualties, Reecon element reported (1)
that 1t was unable to reach proposed roadwatch site because of eneny
securlty In area; (2) identifled two other enemy-used trails
and (3) distributed SSPL materials and took photos of area in
vicinity of Rte 136, Team located vicinity XD 614833 on 2% Jul.
On 26 JUL team located wieinity XD 594823; extraction seheduled
for 28 JUL. Team extracted from vielnity XD 594823 at 280T7hk2Z JUL €°.
Team falled to accomplish primzry mlssion of roadwatch on Rte
1036. BSecondary mission of distribution of SSPL materlal
accompllished. During debrleflng, interrogation response varlance
among team members resulted 1n the credibility of the team becoming
questlionable, PFurther interrogation, evaluation and remedial
training underway.

g. "STRATA 93 (7 VN) infiltrated into HVN, vicinity XE 202458,
on STRATA target #4, at 150645Z JUL 6B. Misslon: roadwatch on
Rte 101. Located vicinity XE 196467 at 151005Z JUL; reported terralr
conditions 4ifficult., At 1607452 team reported its location vieinilt:
XE 198488; one team member sustained leg injury in fall from steep
¢liff. On 21 JUL, team moved to vicinity XE 194476; because of
injured team member and rough terraln team scheduled for extraction
on or about 23 JUL, On 17 JUL, team reported a water shortage and
requested, thru STRATA aerial observer, directions to nearest
water. Team was informed that water available at XE 193467.
Team falled to locate water. On 18 and 20 Jul aerial resupply of
water attempted; in both instances resupply unsuccessful as water
containers were broken upon impact, Team then directed to move to
extraction slte vicinity XE 194476 and on 23 JUL, team extracted
from vicinity XE 196473. Team 93 falled to accompllsh assigned
mission of roadwatch on Rte 101.
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r. "STRATA 115 (7 VN} inflltrated into NVHE, +vieinity WE 739891
at 2105302 JUL 68, on STRATA Target #1IA, Mission: conducy
reconnalssance and roadwatech on unnumbergd routes vicinity Vi
710823, Team located at WE 727906 at 2208172 Jul; no enemy
contact, Team located vicinity WE 729911 as of 2407007 Jul 68,
no enemy contact. Team located vicinity WE 726912 on 25 Jul,
no enemy contact. On 26 Jul, team located vielnicy WE 722017, no enerr
contact. Team located vieinity WE 714920 on 27 Jul; resupply
scheduled for 1 Aug. ‘'Peam visually sighted by STRATA merial
observer on 31 Jul in vicinity ¥E 681911; air $o ground radio contact
estabhlished. On 1 Aug, Al~G resupply aborted when team reported D2
insecure; team directed to move to vieinity WE 740880, Last
reported leeation WE 691912 as of 1 Aug. On 4 Aug team reported
loeation vieinity WE 715892; visual and radio contact established
with PAC aireraft on 6 Aug 68. Extraction planned Tor 9 Aug.
Last reported location was WE 745851 as of 8 Aug. Team belleved
to have had contact with enemy forces 7-9 Aug viecinity WE 736891,
kerial search for team underway 9 Aug. Adverse weather § thru 11l Aug
affected visual search. Aerial observer belleved he sighted team
vicinity WE 740880 on 12 Aug; observer received beeper signal on
URC 10 radioc and cbserved panel atop a 60 ft. tree. Adverse
weather in area on 12/13 Aug; extraction planned for 14 Aug.
Three (3) team members extracted from vicinity WE 696825 at
140732%Z Aug 68; search will be conducted for four {(4) missing
menbers .

"Highlights from debrief of team 115: Team observad movements of
15 enemy groups {20~30 men each) on 0610307 Aug; tesm was located
WE 742880 and enemy troops were moving along stream ded from HE o SV,
At 0703302 Aug, an enemy platoon moved into team bese camp vielnity
WE 742890, Ten minutes firafight reasulted in one team member WIA
and left behind. Three other missing team members last seen
durlng firefignt., Prior to evacuation surviving team members
distributed SSPL material viecinity WE 711923, Team accomplished
primary mlssion 1n locating terminus unnumbered four meter wide
road {previously reported 8 Jul 68) at vicinity WE 711924, Secondary
mission of locating truck park vicintty WE 728913 also
accomplished (area was located but no evidence of personnel or
vehlcle activity). Additional mission of distribution SS5PL material
#Was also accomplished at WE 711623. F and E techniques used by
the three survivors proved sound, E and E route provided sufficilent
food and water. Prom all ipdications the three missing team
members are still evading; aerlal search efforts will be continued.

8, "STRATA Team 119 (§ VK) infiltrated in NVN, vicinisy XD 575921
at 2905582 Jul 68, on STRATA Target #13C. Mission- roadwatch on
route 1036 fyom vicinity XD 660945, On 31 July, team located
vicinity XD 604924; team yeported hut and watch tower vicinity XD
585724, no enemy contact. As of 1 Aug, team located vieinity
XD 61%397; no enemy contzet. Team lecated vicinity XD 627934 on
2 Aug; negative enemy contact, Team located vieinity XD 637937
as of 4 Aug; no enemy contact. On 6 Aug, team reported observing
3 anti~alreraft guns fired from vicinity XD 676044 and enemy
securlty force in vicinity XD 6B80950; team located vicinity ¥D
666194, On 7 Aug team reported observing two cars/carts vicinity
XD 586846, On 8 Aug veam reported sound of estimated enemy
platoon firing 4K weapons and reported hearing the firing of two
rounds of artillery. Team located vicinity XD 653945 on 9 Aug.
Team moved toward extraction site vieinity XD 590920; extraction
planned for 13 Aug. On 10 Aug, team reparted enemy search party in
area; extractlon planned for 13 Aug, vieinfity XD 590920. On 12
Aug, team located vicinlty XD 662921, Teaw reported two members
separated from the rest of team (cause unknown); becsuse of adverse
weather in area extraction scheduled for 14 Aug. Four (4) team
members extracted from viednity XD 584926 at 1409082 Aug 68;
search will be conducted for two (2) missing members.
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"Bighlights from 1nitial debrief surviving members of teanm 11:
Team leader and scout ceocarted on reconeat 100060Z Aug fror vic-~
¥D 62837. Team {(-) hearc [ieo voices at 100700Z Aug in vieinisv =
camp; team (-) evaded, thus became separated from other tuo (recc
party) members. While evading team observed new tralls in ares,
trucks vielnity XD 68891k, two new roads suspectea to be bi-pass
routes lor Rte 1036, and observed many Vood-cutters clearing are:z.
Team emplaced I'“1% mines vieinlty XD 657944 and distributed SSFL
naterial vicinity XD 659240, Team took photos throughout arez Ir
vieinity of XD 575924, XD 585919, XD 590923 and XD635935., Other
pictures taken but film in possession of team leader who 1s MIA.

t. "STRATA Team 116 (7VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XD
585845 at 0508102 Aug 68 on STRATA Target #13D. Mission  capturs
HVA priscner and place "-14 mines on routes of milltary traffic.

Ho radlc contact on 6/7 Aug. Team located vielnity XD 625844 ag <2
B Aug. On 10 Aug, team located viclnity XD 651837. Team locatec
vieinity XD 634845 on 11 Aug. Extraction scheduled for 15 Aug;
last radic contact 11 Aug 68. Team locakted XD 592327 on 15 Aug;
extraction planned for 16 Aug. Team extracted for vicinity

XD 592828 at 1607092 Aug 68.

"Team had no visual or physical enemy contaects. Prior to
extracticn team located and Investigated deserted "settlement”.
Area contained several supply; personnel and commo bunkers, and
several bulldings. Settlement appeared to have been recently
used, team booby-trapped commo bunkers with claymore mlnes.

Team did not accomplish primary mission of capturing a prisoner
nor were they able to observe Rte 1036. This was team 116's first
mission; reportlng on settlement area/camp site was thorough

and complete to include photos and sketceh,

u. "STRATA Team 118 (6 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vieinity XE
264313 at 0605442 pup 68 on STRATA Target #2C. Mission: roadwates
on Route 137 from vicinity XE 330180. As of B Aug, team located
vicinity XE 268306. On 11 Aug, team located vicinity XE 281307
and reported beilng chased by enemy. Team located viclnity XE
287307 as of 14 Aug, On 15 Aug team located XE 293304 and reporte:
enemy (unknown size) in area, On 17 Aug team reported they had
observed an estimated enery Bn. moving NE to SW at XE 298304; tezx
located viclinity XE 291301, Team visually sighted, at XE 26331%
at 200700Z Aug by STRATA aerial cbserver, voice contact establishacz
at sgge time. Team extracted from viecinlty XE 26414 at 2106412
Aug .

"Debriefing highlights Team reported visual and/or physical
contacts with enemy personnel on 15, 16, 17 and 18 Aug. On 15
Aug three team members on recon observed NVA soldlers fleeing frc-
alrstrikes vielnlty XE 313321 to XE 296296; airstrikes lasted sevenzil
hours with sorties of two Jets striking approximately every twent:
minutes. About 30 NVA soldiers (carrying four wounded) moved to ==3
recon site on morning of 16 Aug, enemy dressed in black uniforms,
armed with AK-47's, BAR's and mortars, Recon element was seen b
enemy and then recon element withdrew.

"At 1611302 Aug the team members went out to observe Rte. 137;
located an enemy base carp vieinity XE 297302. Four enemy soldiers
avoroached team, fired on team and team withdrew from vieinity
XE 293301. Enemy searched for team members throughcut the night.

"On 1B Aug while three team members were taking photos vielnis:r
XE 306313 a company of enemy appeared; team withdrew after short
fire-fight (unknown number enemy casualties, no friendly casualiles),
team emplaced M-14 mines along route of withdrawal.

TOB€ECRET C-b-Th Annex B to
Appendix C
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"During the pericd 172300Z - 180050Zr Aug team observed body

of trcops (270 by count, more not counted) moving SW, vicinitv

XE 298294, on trail parallel to Rte, 137. Troops were dressed 1in
black uniforms, carried machine guns, AK-47's, 50 cal NG, mortars,
and lerger unidentifled weapons.

"Team was not able to observe Fte. 137; observed several uszble
tralls paralleling Rte. 137. SSPL material was placed at XE
306312, photos taken throughout area; ¥-14 anti-personnel mines
emplacea vleinity XE 306313 and XE 300310. Team reported that
enemy voices heard spoke with South Vietnamese accents.

v, "STAATA Team 94 (7 VN) infiltrated intc NVN, vieinity XD
568868 at 1409152 Aug 68 on STRATA Target #13E. Mission
Roadwatch Rte. 1036. Team located XD 563859 on 15 Aug. On
16 Aug team located XD 556862, reported contact with enemy
platoon at XD 581781 on 1408302 Aug. Team extracted Trom vicinity
XD 565860 at 1B08B05Z Aug 68.

"Debriefing highlights: On 14 Aug, four (4) NVA soldiers armed
with AK-L7's entered team base camp; during a three minute verbal
exchange NVA soldlers urged STRATA team personnel to surrender.
Team opened flre and killled all four enemy personnel. Team then
withdrew f{rom base camp after receiving approximately 500 rounds
of small arms Iire from estimated enemy platoon. During with-
drawal tegm emplaced $hirteen (13) M-1ll anti-personnel mines along
withdrawal route; no SSPL material distributed.

w. "STRATA Team 93 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XE
247483, on STRATA Target #4A, at 3108062 AUG, Mission: Roadwatch
Route 101, No radic contact cn 1 SEP, On 2 SEP, team reported
enemy activity vieinlty XE 252495, ©On 3 SEP, team reported
negative enemy contact; established roadwatch site vicinity XE
249512, pt 0614202 SEP, team reported hearing artillery fire to
North of roadwateh site; team was unable to contact ABCCC alreraft
on 6 SEP, Team reported following information on 7 SEP; from
roadwatch site at 249512. Team observed 16 covered transport trucks
moving E to W at 0312002 SEP. Trucks moved approximately 30 KM
PH and traveled ten minutes apari. Team further reported that
one infantry squad patrols Route 101 each.day. Team also reported
one borb strike on Rt. 101 near roadwatch site. On 8 SEP, team with-
drew frem roadwatceh site due to enemy zctivity in area, no enemy
contact, On 9 SEP, team reported observing two trucks moving
E to W at 0912402 SEP; no enemy contact. Team located vicinity
XE 238912 on 10 SEP; no enemy contact., On 11 SEP, team located
viecinity XE 263517; reported enemy patrols 1n area, on contact with
enemy. ©On 12 SEP, team located vicinivy XE 268513, no enemy
contact. Team extracted from vicinity XE 268513 at 1406352 SEP.

X. "STRATA Team 116 (8 VN) inflitrated into NVN vicinity XD
557921, on STRATA Target #13F, at 090655Z SEP. Mission: to capture
a priscner. On 14 SEP, first radio contact (volee to FOB), team
reported location vicinity XD 595926, no enemy contact., Team
established base camp at XD 557921; ambush site establlished nearby
to atteopt to capture a prisoner. No radlo contact 15/16 SEP,

On 17 SEP, team reported termination of ambush site; no enemy
activity in area, and team now patrolling vieinity XD 589920 in
effort to locate enemy and capture prisoner. No enemy contact

or activity through 19 SEP, Extractlion on 22 SEP cancelled due

to adverse weather; team located and visually sighted at LZ site
vieinity XD 557923 on 21 SEP. Team extracted from viecinity XD
557923 at 2307102 SEP. Misslion of prisoner capture not accomplished.

TOP” SECRET C=b-T5 Annex B to
Appendix ¢
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y. "STRATA Team 92 (8 VN) infilltrateg intoc NVN vicinity WE

P 718777, at 1505027 SEP on STRATA Target #11B. Misslon. area recon-
naissance. No radlo contact through 17 SEP. On 18 SEP, team
reported successful lnsertlon, establishment of cache slte at LE
715799, slow movement because of difflcult terraln, from vicinity
WE 711798 (on 17 SEP) heard three rounds LIG fire and several
artillery explosions approximately-one mile east of theilr vosition
On 19 SEP, team reportedly on heawvlly used trall wviecinlty V=
712793. On 21 SEP, team reported having been pursued by enemy
during night of 21 SEP., On 22 SEP, team reported 1ts location at
WE 724823 and reported two enemy companies using trall in area,
further reported having emplaced M14 mines and heard subsequent
exploslons during night 21/22 SEP; no enemy contact., Team
reported 1ts location at WE 720860 as of 2400302 SEP. On 25 SEP
team located WE 718860, reported negatlve enemy contact. Team
located at WE 698883 on 26/27 SEP; no enemy contact. Team

' extracted from viecinity WE 713825 at 2805172 SEP.

NOTE: Subsegquent to the 1 November 1568 stand-down STRATA assets
were retrailned/reoriented for operations in the PRAIRIE
FIRE/SALEM HOUSE areas of operation. Operations commenced
in the PF/SH AO's in December 1968,

) Mlsslon Summary. A summary of all STRATA operatilans®

mbing halt can be seen in Figure B-16,

S) STRATA Targets. Fifteen STRATA targets were approved by

CINCPAC. Figure B-17 identifles the targets and outlines MACSOG
Justificat)}dn in each case.®

5. S) Target Locations. Figure B-18%¥ is an abbreviated 1ist

of the 24 STRATA missions conducted in 1968. Figure B-19*¥ is a
chart showling the target area of each mission conducted. (The
two missions conducted in 1967 and not included on the chart were

directed at target areas 5 and 1, respectively.)

=
;/;ES bid.
. 3 ) HisTory, MACSOG, "Annex F to MAGV 1968 Command History,"
D. F=IIT-4. (SACSA)

C-b-,u Annex B to
y Aomendlix C
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TIGURE B-16 (
EMMART OF GTRATA TEAM O oms $)
Iarget Tean Inte ! Comments
Deaignation Location Dealgnation Strength Infiltrated Exfriltruted

85 XE 1153 m 1 24 Bep 67 0 Bep 6T EarTgence exfiliretlon due to lack Of wster and 1llness.

18 vk 8780 12 10 23 Oct 67 Pight parschute infiltration. Teas made unexpected contact
with enemy Last contact 7 Bov 67. G5tricken frem active
rolls 10 Jan 68.

-1 XE 352009 m 8 17 Mer 68 23 Mar €8 Bo eignifieant activitiee.

BTA B V36125 13 31 Mar 8 T hpr 63 Xo significant sctivities,

sTh XD RELGBS 11k B T hpr 68 15 Apr 6@ Eosmy contacti eo friemdly carualiies) gneny unkntwo
Faplaced M-1k mines PRC-T# vyolee and €Y contact maintaiped
throvghout eatire operstion.

gie IE AhOh ny 1% Wy 68 29 My 66  No slgnifieent setivities) no eneay contact.

BTD ® 5205 120 ik day 8 As of 1T May, megstive enemy contact No contact since
170910Z May, vicinity X® 53606L. Team pizsing

g2 X 35105 122 Y 15 HWay 6B 22 ¥ey & Wo enesmy contact. Teom extracted due to 11lness of one tegm
mesber

821 XE 231 m B 22 May 6B 7hm 68 ResupplSed by 0-2 (free-fall hundle drop). Wission extended
five dnys for recon of Rte 1561 No significant metivitiea,

1 o0 enemy contact.

813 I 565669 11 T Elm & 18 Jun 68  Xo contact established 7 June. Mo enemy contect. ‘Mo boab
line"” established ta protect tear Teax leafier, asslptant
team lcuder and radio ¢perator missing since 12 June, Teoa
conducted rondmteh on Rts 1036. Teem obsarved comroys on
Rts 1036 and locsted triek park 8nd motor pool at XDE3ITEL2

a vE 715500 15 T 19 Jun 6B 29 3un 8 Mesupplied 76 June, VHAF A-I. Encmy contact 28 June; no
friendly casualties} enewy cagualtieém unknown  Tewmm locotion
ttepronised; exfiltrated 29 June

813 D $57921 m 1] 20 Jun 8 30 Jun 68 Enemy contest on 24 June. No friendly camualties, enexr
cagualtien unknovn. Enemy contact on 29 Junej one team
member WIA; enemy casunlties three WIA possible XIA  Tesm
extracted 30 June. Circustancens surrcunding the wounding
of one teom weaber and lnconsistencles moted during debriel-
irg hove leod to the removal of this tenm (rom the STTATA
Program  Purther invcatiratlon undetwny
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FICURE 2-36 {13) (cont'a)

Target

Teon

Date

Berignation

Lacotion

Deslgnaticn

Strength

Infiltrated  Exfiltmted\

Coments

813c

812D

8ac

6138

X 575971

I 585845

YE 264313

XD 568568

8119

15 0]

5118

85k

6

T

29 Jul 68

S hg 68

6 Aug 6B

14 Aug 68

1k Aug 68

16 Mg 68

21 Aug 68

18 Aung 68

Wiption Rotdusteh of Ate 1036, vieinity XD 660945 on 10
Aupuot, tesm leader ond scoyt ooved out on recon ®mianion;
shortly after, eneoy {Orce woved into buse ceup arce wnd
recainder of tcam evaded. Recon party aever rejeilned tean
Shile cvading zain body of encay troocpa, toem cbrerved nev
traile in arcn; tvo brucks, vicinity XD 68893k, tug new
roeds suspeeted as heing by-pass routes for Rte 1030, ond
Gbatrved cany voodcutters clearing arem  Tenm emplpeed M-14
minea, vicinity XD 659540 and took photo of ares, vicindty
XD 57592k, XD 533929, XD 590923 and XD 635935 Search will
be conducted for tvo misging memhers

Migsiont Capture WVA prisoner and plece W-lh minea on routen
of wilitary traffic. Teea had no visual or phycicol eneny
contact Located deserted eneumy alte containing severnl
amEn, peTsonnel, comp bunkers and several buildings. Teorm
baoy-tropped cotme bunker with claymore mines. Team did not
mecompliph primory mission

Migsion FRoadwntch of Rte 337  Enety contact om 16 Augunt,
ufter ahork firefight vith four enemy, teow withdrew On 18
Augaat, while three Lenn wembers were photograpning area, o
company of eéncmy appeared, mfter short firefight, team uith-
drev nod emplaced H-1b mincs alomg royte of withdrowal
During night of 17-18 Auguit, tep= cbserved compamy of enemy
{270 Yy count) woving SE, vicinlty XE 258754, on troil par-
allel RBte 137, Troops were Aressed in black and carried “Ga,
AX-iTw, mortars, wd larger, unidentified weapons Due to
heavy enemy nctivity in ares; tcan not able to coiduck road-
watth on Rte 13T7; observed several unusnhle trojle parnllcl-
ing Rte 137

Misefon® PRomdumtch of RBte 1036  On Lk August, four KVA
poldiers armed uvith AK-L7a, entered base camp, during =
three-minute yerbal exchange, NVA pergonnel urged STRATA team
to purrender. Teaw then opened fire snd killed all four
wreay peroornel. Teem then withdrev from base casp after
rectiving heavy waall armp fire froa cetipated enemy plntoon
During vithdrmml, teas ewplaced 13 M-14 AP aineg along with-
Aravel route Roadvatch mlasion not secempliched

b, Lr

Avx 1 1a
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FIGURE B-16

) (cone'a)

Dnte

Tarket Teon
Designotios \ Location Designation Btrength Infiltrated Exrilerated Compente

LT} xE 24ThB3 an T 31 Aug 68 1% Bep 68 Hiamion: Fosdwatch of Rte 101  On 3 Beptember from road-

13r ID 55193 181 8 9 Bep 68 7] Bep 8 Misdalon- Capbure of prisoner Om b Beptember, ambunh eite

a1m ¥E TUTTT B892 B 15 fep 68 28 Bep 68 Miowlon  Arem reconnaloasnce. Tean ectabliched cnche oite,

g0 IE 384183 3008 6 &k oet 88 ™ oct 8 Missont FRomdwatch of Ate 137. Roadwnich site eotabliahrd

wntch site established, XE 249512, teanm Teported observing
16 trucks moving B to ¥, 30 Japh traveling 10 minutes npart,
slao reported enewy sqund petrole oo Rte 101 daily On 8
Scptenber, team withdrew from rondwatch site due to enesy
activity in trea. On 9 Jeptesber, temm reported two trucks
woring ® to W on e 101. Yeaw further reported on enemy
patrols throughout aren} »0 contact with cnemy Tesn
extracted from vicinity YE 268513 at 106357 Sep Ko reportny
om tactical reaction or exploitation of tarpeto reported by
toow

entablished vicinity XD 557921 On 17 September, teom termio
pated mrzbysh Because of po enery petivity in erca. From 17-
22 Septeaber, team patrolled ares in atteapt to locete eneny.
Bo entwy comitact or actiivity reported. Team extructed from
vicinity XD 557923 at 2307102 Sep  Mission of prisoner
ewpture pot aceooplinhed.

wicinity WE T15799; reported slow bovenent becaude of diffi-
cult termmin  On 19 Eeptember, reported loeatiop, vicinity
WE TITT93 of heavily uscd traill. On 21 Geptember, tean
supteanfully evaded enemy patrol On 22 Scptember, team
reported two encay conpanies uming trail in aren, tenm ep-
placed M=14 AP mines on trail nnd heard subsequent explo-
aicos; no enexy contact, Teaw extrmeted frow vicindty WE
T13825 at 2H0517Z Bep.

at IR 295192 on 10 Cctobers pictures taken of Rte 137 Irom
wicinity T2 2L197 to X2 299123, Heavy fog tnd 70iR pre-
vented chsermtion during period 11-1k Oetaber. Neow road-
watch aite establighed on 15 October, vicinity XE 285105,
more pictures taken of Rte 137 from XE 219176 to XE 2L19T.
Negative enexy contact or sightings

Anticx 1 to
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FIGURE 8-16 (16} {Cont'd)

Tn.r\et

Team

Date

Derignation ¥ Lecatien

Deaignatton

Strength

Infiltrated

Exriitrated

Commente

oTr

T 509

2118

7

& Oct (8

2 Oct 68

Mingion  Reconnolseonce of Long Pni River for tnemy river
traffic. MNerative cnuay conkmet throuple 18 Octcier  Mlver-s
weather in NPAIFA arfected Todlo eowupieation nnd visual
abservation On 16 October, team directrd to move to cxiile
teation LZ foy extraction on 17 October Due to adier-e
veather, extraction not nccompli~hed until P3 Ocleber. Murim
inttiel debrief, team reported that during scvernd redie
trouneeloaions, another wtatlon kept coming on mir apentine
Cninezt  This unidentificd ptotior attempred to  Jam' tion
tranemiseton  Teaw reported the Song lona Dni wns at lood
stage and nok used for trancportntian,
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TOP SEC

FIGURE B-17 )
ETRATA mmmy»r)/

Target 15/

Target justification: The target 15 located vicinity WE B579 st the
Junction of NV Nationnl Rte 15 and 101, This i5 a wajor fork in the in-
filtraticn routes leedlng from NVH! into Laos and S5VII. The target area is
north of the Mu Gis Pase mnd contains numerous truck parks, storsge and
ptaging areas. SICRs D-133 12429, dmted 3 Mey 66, and U-GAP-13500, dated
30 March 66, reguested information regarding enemy infiltration, LOC and
tranaportation. Additlonally, TAF desires information on this target in-
asmich as it is & mnjor target for alr strikes. A STRATA team operating
in Target 1 will be able to provide a8 comparison of traffic density moving
aleong 10C. Further, it 1s expected that valuable targeting data can be
provided for air strikes. A 15-man STRATA teem will infiltrate this target
by R-3 type helicopters and remajn for epproximately 15 deays.

Target ﬁ/

Target justification: The target 1s located vicinity XE 3435 and is
situnted along HVN Neticnel Rbte 137. XVH Hationsl Rte 13T is & major
supplenent to NVN Natlonal Rte 15, TAF 1s interested ln this sres. Target
2 1a considered & suiteble target for STRATA team becsuse of the extremely
dirfiecult terrain, which sttributes to the scarce hehitance ln the area and
an apparent lack of enemy forces in the vicinity of the target. A 10-man
STRATA teem will infiltrate this target by H-3 type helicopters end remain

for approximately Beven days.
Target f’

Target justification: Thne target is located vicinity XD 8388 and 1s
sltuated slong NVN National Rte 103. This erea is bhelleved to be en enemy
rept ares and ptorage srea. Two bridges are located in the target ares;
however, no truck parks have been noted. Indlicatione are that NVI Hational
kte 103 is heavily trevelled &nd that trucks are parked at designated sites
alopg the route. A STRATA tean can report traffic density elong FVR
Hational Rte 103 and provide valusble tergeting deta for ailr strikes. A
10-man STRATA team will infiitrate this target by H-3 type helicopters and
remain for approximately five days.

8/ COMUSMACY MACSOG 2167/230147Z May 67 (CINCPAC 3001172 May 67)

T0P szcm/ C-b-T7 Annex B to

7__" Appendix C
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FICURE B-17 (Con-s'd)

Torget 4o/

Target Justification: The target is located vicinity XE 2350 and 1s
sltunted along Rte 101. It provides the prineipal transportation link
between Rtes 15 and 13T, both of which are prancipal road infiliration
routes into Laeos. Surveillsnce of Rte 101 will provide intelligence on the
volume and direction of flow of traffic on a principal interior route. In
addition, valuable targeting data can be developed for TAF.

Target 58/

Target Justification: The target is located vicinity XE 1353 along Rte
101, It is coneidered to be cne of the most heavily used routes in HVH. It
provides the principal transportation iink between Rtes 15 and 137, both of
which are principal road infiltration routes into Laos. Survelllance of
Rte 101 will provade intelligence on the volume and direction of {low of
traffie on princapel interior route. In addition, valuable targeting data
can be developed for TAFR.

Terget 6‘.‘/

Target Justifieation: Toe terget iz located vieindity XB 3841 ang is
gltuated along NVN National Rte 137. DIA intelligence bulletin lists Rte
137 as one of the moat heavlly traveled routes in NVR, and 1s & major
wvehicle concentration area, It is the second wajor inlend Infiltration
route for supplies to Leos and RVN. At this point, it 1s fed by Rte 101
from the North. Surveillance of this route will provide inforsaticn on the
volume and directleon of traffic flow. In addition, valuable targeting data

can be developed for TAP.
Target 7/

Target Justification: ‘The target is located vicinity XE 5505 west on
Rte 196. The condition, status of Rte 196 1s not known. Use of the IIA
Glang River for movement of supplies and equipment i elso unknown, Sur-
veillance of this ares will provade information on the status and use of
these two routes of movement. In addition, waluable targeting data can be
developed for TAF.

8/ COMUSMACY MACV ¥05T7/230725Z Aug 67 (CINCPAC 3122162 Aug 67)

C-b-78 Annex B to
Appendix C
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FIGURE B-17 (Ts) (Cont'd)

DocID:

Target BE/

Target justification: The target is ioceted vieinity XE 5528 and con-
sists of a series of truck parks alonmg Song Dun, approximately 14 na from
the Leos/HVN border; not associated with any known roed. This could be 8
major storage sreaz or the beginning of = new overland route to Laos. Sur-
velllance of the area will provide information on the slze, use and content
of the truck perk/storage areas. In addition, valusble targeting data can

be davelcoped for TAF.
Tarpet 29’

Target justification: The target ip located vielnlity VG TOXO and is
situated along Rte 7. It connects NVN Rte 1A and Laotion Rte 13 via the
Col Bar<helemy Pess erd is the primary supply route in support of Pathet
Loo operations in the Plaine Des Jarres area. Survelllsance of this route
will provide information on the volume apd direction of traffic flow. In
addition, valuable targeting data can be developed for TAF.

Target 10/

Target Jjustificaticn: The target is located within the quadrant
WE 6095-T095 and F 6005-T005. Reconnalsgance of this area is degired
to locate wnnumbered routes which branch off of Rte 151,

Target :L'Lt-’/

Target justification: The target is located within the quedrant
WE 6585-T585 and W 6595-7595. Reconnaissance 1g desired to locate an
unmumbered route which terminates at WE 713936.

Tarpet 132/

Target justification: The target is located within the quadrant WE
8365-9265 and WE 8349-9249, Main target is Khe La Mong Road as reported
in FIC Interrogetion Report (164L/68-DOI: June 1986). FHomd supposedly
tegins et Rte 101 and croases the Laotian border poutheast Mu Gia Pass.

a/ COMUSMACY MACSOO LO037/230T252 Aug 67 (CINCPAC 3122167 Aug 67)
b/ COMUSMACY MACSOG 1985/1h04122 Apr 68 (CINCPAC 1605242 Apr 66)

- Annex B to
C-b-79 Appendix C
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FIGURS B-J.W’Gn; 'a)

Target 139/

Target Justification: The terpet is located within the area XD 5991-
6991 and XD 6981-5591. Reconnaissence of this area 1g desired to deter-
mine enemy motorized and foot traffic on Rte 1038, known st Bat Lake (LAC
XA) road which extendes from XE 808063 (Rte 101) to XD 664782, Aerisl
photograprhy does not reveal any further extension of this road South or
West. Road is revorted serviceable and heavaly traveled. Tracked mnd
vheeled vehicle tracks are very apparent from photo read-cuts. Target is
within helicopter range of Nehkon Phanom.

Target llﬂ:-’/
The target is loecated within the area of WP 26L5-4025 mnd WF 2627-k0Z7.

Target 15/

The target is located Within the area of WP 2053-3553 and WP 203T7-3537.

Both target areas sxe located near the lsotian border and
ere approaxioately 40 kilometers socutbwest of Vinh (WF Ti64).
EBach area measures 1h x 18 Jm with about ope-third of each
arena overlsoping the prinei roadwatch isrget Rte 8.
Targetsaress are between 18¥ 20 minmutes and 189 34 mimrtes
parallels and are not affected by present overflights and
ordnance restrictions. Both target ereas are within hell.-
copter £iight range from Nahkon Fhanom, Thailand.

8/ COMUSMACY MACSOG 2625/2002002 May €8 icmcmc 2204097 May 68}
b/ COMUSMACY MACSOG 3792/2107202Z Jul 68 (CINCPAC 2321182 Jul 6B

TOP C-b-80 Annex B to
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FIGURE B-18 ¢2d)
STRATA MISSION DATA (U
Seq Tgt -
Ho, Tenm Ares Dates Mission Remarks
1 111 (8 VII) T 17-23 lor Hoaawatch Enemy contect 1G5 Mar
2 113 §8 Vi) T 31 Mar-T Apr  Recon/Romdwatch K/A
3 n4 (8 wm) T T-15 Apr Roadwatch  Epemy contmct 9 Apr
L 120 {6 W) 7 14-17 llay Rivervatch Contact lost 17 May;
T declared MIA.
5 1m ST w) T 14-29 May Foadwatch N/A
6 122 (b i) 2 15-22 May Foadwatch N/A
T 1n3 (B vN) 2 22 May-T Jun Roadwatch /A
8 1k (7T v) 13 6-17 Jun Roadwatch 3 MIA on 12 Jun
9 115 {7 Cemb.) 11 20-29 Jun Recon Enemy contact 27 Jun
10 111 (T w) 13 £20-30 Jun Recon/Roed- 1 self-ipflicted
watch wound; extrected
11 17 56 Cemb.) 7T 27 Jun-6 Jul Roadwatch N/A
12 118 (7 W) 2 Lok gl Roadwatch Enemy coptact 10 Jul
13 oh (8 W) 13 13-26 Jul Recon/Rond- Enemy contact 1T &
wetch 21 Jul
1k 93 (8 W) b 15-23 Jul Readwateh R/A
15 115 (T Cemb.) 11 21 Jul-1k Aug  Recon Enﬁ contact T Aug;
16 1g (6 W) 13 29 Jul-1h Aug FRoadwatch 2 MIA
a7 116 {7 Camb.) 13 5-16 Aug ™ R/A
18 118 {6 Cexb.) 2 6-21 Aug Roadwatch fgemw contact 16 &
Aug
19 o4 {7 W)} 13 14-19 Aug Recon/Fq Enemy contact 14 Aug
20 93 (7 w8) 4 31 Aug-14 Sep Roadwatch N/A
21 116 (8 Camb.) 13 9-23 Sep ™ N/A
22 92 {8 wn) 1 15-28 Bep Recon /A
=3 ol (6 Vi) 2 L-23 Oct Roadwatch  Enemy comtect 17 Oct
2h 118 (7 Camb.} 7T 6-23 Oct Kverwatch H/A
IOP GECRET c-u-81 Aunex B to
d i Appendix ¢
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STRATA TARGET AREAS "AND MISSIONS (B

MORI DocID: 570370

~—=
GJMuan Gm 11

i M8y

' " BO%
VG e XG

*
- -
e NGHE:

VK TS

Nam Theu
-\,\Bm Hin Khand
{r'—-?..l'\Hm

= Boin Nhomi

\‘\ ‘3:' Phou K
Kh~
n Phanor \‘:/‘izmu‘1

=

K

1 ? Targot Arean

:  $——12 Missions {rumbera
correspond to missions
ghovm on TAE E) —

/ . e } “Annex B to
TP SFORRT Cuh-R2 Armanddy O

aAwa pguaceanea - oA e e -



MORI DocID: 570370

F. SINGLETON OPERATIONS ] 1
1. )} Poliey. Singleton agent operations, under the agent 2
teaw program rules, requirea case-by-case approval at the 3
kashington Tevel, - . 4
2. 5) GOLDFISF and PERGOLA 5
a. Background. The concept of operations® as submitted in 6
July 1967 by COUSMACY was to utilize twe PLOHhAﬁ}pﬁ/aetainees 7
as returnees to thelr former fishing occupation to collect 8
intelligence information. No communications were planned 9
during the 60-90 day mission. Exfiltration would be by 10
S0G/STD PTF pickup on initiaticn of the proper recognition 11
signal by the agents. Debriefing would then follow. Thils 12
initial insertion was the forerunner of the maritime 13
diversionary program; Project URGENCY, which was conducted 1h
in 1968. Authority to infiltrate GOLDFRISH ana PERGOLA was 15
forwarded by JCS in August 1967.%% 16
b. Operations. The twe agents were tralned at Paradise 17
Island (see Annex on psychological operations) for low- 18
level intelligence collection ip~fheir home areas, and were 19
returned to NVN by PLOWMANLC) mission 327 on 13 September 20
1967. No contact was expected for 60-90 days; however, there 21
15 no record that elther of the agents ever made an attempt 22
to ber leved as planned. 23
3. 3) Gray Singleton Operatilons 2y
" a. Background. In August 1968, MACSOG proposed to CINCPAC 25
JCS a concept®* for uslng gray singleton agents to collect 26
information in selected populated centers in NVN. The agents 27
selected were to be documented as NVN spldiers and were to 28
remain in the selected center of operations for one to two 29
weeks only. Two agents, ROMA and AURORA, were recruited in 30
1968 from the National Chieu Hal Center in Gla Dinh. The 3l
* sg, COMUSMACV, DTG 250B12Z Jul 67
* AEP)/%SE’ JCS, DTG 1419052 Aug 6T (SACSA)
Ll S) Msp, COMUSHACV, DTG 180520Z Aug 68 (SACSA}
Tes £T REESE, Jcs, DTG 1419035?&3; 67 (SAC3A) Annex B Go

Rl S) Msg, COMUSHACV, DTG 18052072 Aug 68 (SACSA)}
- Appendix C
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-

proposed target areas 1n order of prilority were Vinh, z
Thal Tru, Anh Son, Dong Hel, Thanh Hoa, Ha Tinh, and Sam z
Son. The proposal as outlinea above was approved by

CINCPAC*,but the imminence and firal promulgatilon of the -

L1t

bombing halt decasion of 1 November delayed JC3 approval

[2a)

until the possiblility of conducting the operations was

overtaken by events. *#

L]

b. ROMA. Subsequently, the target area for ROMA was

wn

changed to an intelligence mission 1n Cambodia. ROMA was

launched on this misslon on 1 December 1968, but was not 1c
heard from agaln. He was declared missing in acticn on 1z
15 December 1968. 1

c. AURORA. Agent AURORA was infilltrated into Cambodia 1z
for a short-term observation mission. The agent carried 1t
a beeper radio which enabled central contact to monitor s
his progress. The agent moved to the target area and 1€
returned to the exflltration LZ; however, there was no 17
further contact and the agent was not recovered.®## 1

d. DIE HARD. Thils agent was to carry out a mission in 1z
Cambodia 1n two phases. Phase I commenced on 9 April 1969 22
and had as its objective to determine whether placement -

Y

was feasible in the target area, Mimot, Cambodia. Because

of the inadquacy of the documentation provided, the agent 2z
was stopped and arrested durlng a cursory check in Kompong 2~
Cham, Cambodia. By bribing the local police official, 2z
DIE HARD was able to return to South Vietnam. It was 2€
planned to attempt Phase I again beglnning on 12 July 1969, ku# 27
2f

-

sg, CINCPAC, DTG 0800327 Sep 68 (sSACSA)

story, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV Command History, 1968,"
TII-4-3 (SACSA)

} Memo, MACS0G-36, "Status of 8ingleton Agent Program,"

2 July 1969 (SACSA)

¥ LES))ﬁsz. CINCPAC. DTG 080032Z Sen 68 (SACSA)

CRET C-b-84 . fnnex B to
oL Appendix C
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G. (®S) DIVERSIONARY OPERATIONS ; 1
' As mentlonea briefly in Part I of this Annex 2
diversionary operations were conceived in late 1967 and were 3
well underway in 1968 when the bombimg halt in November 4
l1imited all activities except certaln psychological aspects 5
of the operations. The formal program lnitially conslsted of 6
six projects as approved verbally by COMUSMACY on 14 March 1968. 7
The program was to be conducted primarily wlthln the authoritles 8
for FOOTBQE}Bf/;lready in approved at the JCS or CINCPAC level. 9
Those operations that exceeded establlished authoritiesjgagmitted 10
to CINCPAC for approval on a case-by-case basis.* Three of the 11
51x projects were transferred from TIMBERWORK to HUMIDEELGf’” 12
for implementation. The three remalning programs 1n TIMBERHOEE}@T’R 13
are described below. 14

"Project OODLES}E{TZ-This proJect 1s deslgned to

an apparently extfnsive and successful clandestine agent
network in selected areas of NVN. Conduct of this project
parallels conduct of the in~place long-term agent team operatlons
and becomes more credible by NVN knowledgep;ie%aptured actual

teams Family messages are sent via HUMIDOR S3PL one-way
voice link and the notional teams are resupflied 1n the same
manner as actual teams. To add credibility, personnel presence
1s implied by the paradropping of an ice block welghted personnel
parachute to be found, after the lce melts, hanglng in trees.
Another method is actual infiltration of a pseuco-agent who 1s
led to belleve he was separated both from team members who were
to have recelved him on a drop zone and from other team rein-
forcements seen 1n the aircraft. The reinforcement seen by the
pseudo-agent are actually RVNAF cadre and do not exit the alr-
craft as the agent 1s led to believe. Eighteen notional teans
were authorized by CINCPAC for actlvation in 1968. Fourteen of
them have been activated via message traffic. Of the fourteen
activated teams, elght have been geographically located by bundle
and notlonal personnel parachute drops. Two teams have been
noticnally reinforced by the actual infiltration of pseudo-
agents."#** Following the bomoing halt messages were sent to each
team every other month., The messages were comprised mainly of
family news and code instructions. The name of the notlonal
team was giyen, but not i1ts locatlon (see Figure B-20 ).

) "Project URGENCYLE‘TP Tﬁ;22¥;QJECt involves the use

ermen captured durifix PLOWMAN offerations as pseudo-
agents and, where possible, actual “Agents. The obJlectives are
to divert NVN security forces to apprehend, detain, interrogate,
and investigate fishermen 1mpllcated as agents and, not dis-
covered, to collect 1ntelligence, During HUMIDggSGf%ﬁ SSPL
orientatlon of those fishermen captured, the cooferative, more
Intelligent were recruited and tralned as low-level agents, then

: ;TSE 1storlecal Summary, Alrborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual
Hig¥brical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p. 12 (SACSA)

L S) History, MACS0G, “Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
p. III-4-5 (SACSA)

|
- Séuux star ounmary, acfudef svuuies uwroup,  oJETAMNEL S

,//’(I orical Summary," 5 Jan €9, p. 12 (SACSA)
'I'br HEY-~——" RYPAN IS e " i 1o i hlats e AT T ]
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returned to NVN to be recontactea at a later date. NVN caare,
militia, or other fishermen who will not betnefit the SSPL ana/
or are uncocperative are returnea to NVN far from thelr homes
with money or messages planted in their clothing, or are
obviously implicatea as agents 1in other ways To aate, there
hzave been eleven low=level agents and two pseuao-agents launcnea
into NVN. The PLOWLRAN{(C)} restrictiong on capturing f{ishermen
suspended all UPSENCY(C) operatlons in May, but the partial
lifting of restrictions in July allowed a limitea resumption
until 1 November at which time restrictlons imposea suspenaea
tne URGENCY(C} program."* (See Figure CB-21.)

) “Proleet BORDEN{C). This project employs NVA
rallidrs and prilsoners of war to convince NVN that a sueccessful
penetration of the NVA 1s being conaucted with the mission of
inducing defection and collecting intelligence. The project is
aesigned to dlvert milltary resources to counter thils penetra-
tion, harass and alienate NVA troops from thelr leaders, strain
NVN ideological control, 1lnauce aefection and collect intelli-
gence. NVA soldlers are collected from division level detention
faellities as scon after capture as posslble, oriented for two
weeks on the freeaom and prosperity of RVN at a centralized
securlty facllity, and 1in other ways convinced to support the
RVNM; tralned one week as agents, and inflltrated intoc NVA-
controlled territory of RVN, Laos, Cambodla and NVN. The
agent's misslon is to return to the NVA as an escapeé or under
other appropriate cover, collect intelligence, recrult dissat-
1sfied scldiers through the use of a secret TCHIEU HOI' pass
(ultra-violet mark on the prospective rallier) and exfiltrate
through defection. It is fully expected and intended that many
of the recrultea agents wlll reveal thelr assigned mission to
the NVA of thelr own volition or under interrogation. Those NVA
soldlers not recrulted as agents during the orlentation pericd
are returned to normal detectlon facilitles to spread specifil-
cally revealed project information to these detalnees for
eventual transmission to NVA lntelligence analysts. For CY
1968, 98 detalilnees have been collected for this project. Fifty
of them were returned to detection facilities, 4B were insertea
2s agents into NVN- and NVA-controlled territory of RVN, Laos
ané Cambodla. Four agents are scheduled for insertion in
January 1969. Tilve agents have been recovared ana three rein-
serted, one in NVN in support of both Project OODLES(C) and
Project BORDEN(C); and two in Laos."##* This project was ¢on-
tinued into 1969 with agents dropped into both Laos and Cambodila.
During the spring months, 12 agents per month were dropped, at
mia-year, the number was reduced to three per month. (See

Flgure ¢ 2.)
H. yz;m AMGEL e

The EARTH ANGLE program was concelved in the spring of 1969
to indoctrinate carefully selected Chlew Hol personnel as
intelligence agents for insertion into Laos The authority for
ana operations conducted in thils program are covered ln the
appendlx on operatlons in Lacs. The tralning and control of these
agencs were under the direction of CP-36 [(Airborne Studies Group).

¥ !TES istory, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
F. ATI-4-5 (SACSA)

LR 5) History, LACS0G, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
p. III-4-6 (SACSA)

TOP SECRET C-b-87 " Annex B to
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FIGURE 05-22/m{
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PART IV. PROBLEI AREAS )

L L4
« R:ﬂSESf/;%OBLE" tPTe5 ~ AIRBOPNE OPERATIONS

The prohle- areas that nave plagued airborne operatlions

from 1964 througr 1968 are codifieq_chronologically below:*
B. } CHRONOQLOSY
} 195K

" a. “ground ryles which 1limlt Alrborne Operatlons ability
to Ingrease cressure on DRV:

(1) "Decloyed teams are restricted from contacting
populatlion or startlng resistance,

(2} "Restriction on overflight of Laos (lifted 24 May
1864).

(3) "Restriction from using third country alrflelds for

staging bases has caused extreme range, load, and weather
problems.

(4) “"Restriction from use of helicopters to emplace
and resupply agent teams deprives S0OG of operatlonal flexl-
biéity and limits potential. Request was denled on 18 April
1964 .

(i1
(i3]

. "wWeather and Terraln

(1) "The DRV as a whole has some of the poorest flying
weather in the world and some of the roughest terrain. These

obstacles have held alrborne coperations at an unproductive
level.

(2) "The rnountains and fogs force the ©=-123 aircraft to
operate only during light of moon periods, i.e., 10-12
nights a month,

(3) "The rugged terrain which alds the agents in main-
taining thelr security produces little survival food and
greatly hiniers movement,

c. "Enemg

(1) "The DRV employs large numbers of AAA weapone which
severely restricts resupply operatlons. Aircraft are not
allowed to V1ly within range of these guns even i1f masking
terraln 1s present.

d. "Counterpart Relatlons

-

{1) "S0G and STS Headquarters are distant physically.
This makes zirect lialson difficult. The telephone cannot
be used beczuse of security precautioens. A liailson officer
1s assignea but much 1s still desired in the form of a
closer relatlonship.

EEREEEERERESEREEREERIERIE TP ICR PR TP P PR TORS

(2) "US security regulatlcns render it impossible for
STS personnel to visit S0G working areas.

TGP SECRET -b- Annex B to
C-b-30 Appendix C
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(3} "A few of STS officers are ingffective However,
it 1s difficult to have such indlviduals replaced.

e. 'Equipment
{1) "Princlpal weakness of Alrborne Operatlions is the
lack of operational aircraft. The C-123 load capaclty,

operating range, and inabllity to fly in adverse weather
greatly  hampers airborne operations., " %

2. { 1965

"s, Limitatlons on Ailreraft (numbers and types)

"{1) Alrborne operatlons during the past year have been
hampered by the limited numbers and the types of alrcraft
avallable for employment by this section. Durlng any glven
launch period, no more than two G-123 ailrcraft are usually
avallable at the same time. An additional four H-34 heli-
copters VNAF crews, currently supporting Shining Brass
operations, are avallable for periodic employment in 33A
prograns. These helicopters however, are generally unsuite
able to 34A operations because of range and cargo carrying
limitatlons.

"(2) In order to adegquately support the present in-place
teams, and %o have the capability of introducing and
supporting additional teams in NVH, a combination of heli-
copters and flxed wing aireraft are needed. The helicopters,
with a sultable range and lift capabililty, will insure
the relatlvely safe dellvery of an lntact operational team
to a pre-selected point. A fixed wing alrcraft with a greater
carge lead {ACL) than that of the €-123 ailrcraft, and
possessing the capabliity of flylng misslons independent of
the moon pericd will permit two or three resupply operatlons
to be flown on one sortle.

"h Inadequate Base Rights

i
(6131

* ) History, MACS0G, "Annex A to MACV Command History lg6h ¢
D #-19-22 (8SACSA)}

TOB~SECRET .C-b-91 Annex B to
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o "a. Aerlal Photography Problems. Crlel, 30G requires that

aerial photography of the DZ/LZ be accomplished and inter-
preted not earller than five days prler to a scheduled 1n-
filtration into NVN, before human resources may be committed.
This 1s necessary in order to determlne the most recent
changes 1n vegetation, human habitatlion, or military activity
in the operational area, as ap added safety precautlon for
the infiltrating teams. Adverse weather conditlons 1ln NVN
have delayed timely aerial photograpny ©f operatlonal areas.
Additionally, in several instances, S0G priority photography
missions have had teo glve way to other prilority missions.

In either case, delay was caused in scheduled infiltrations.

"p. Exflltration. Two attempts to exfiltrate several
members from Team TOURBILLON ALFA in_September and Team HECTOR
in December were cancelled because Team TOURBILLON ALFA
falled to establish radio contact prior to the scheduled
exfiltration LZ. The 1nabllity so far to exfilltrate team
members has had an adverse effect on the retentlon of agent
trainees, Exfiltration attempts will continue to be made.

* ;E) History, MACSO0G, “Annex N to MACV Command History 1965,"

Zp #A-19 (SACSA)

TOP SEERET C-b-92 . Annex B to
Appendix ¢
* (I'S) Hlstory, MACSUL, "Annex N to MACV Command History 1965,"
£ BA-19 {SACSA)
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A concept to exfiltrate Team BELL was developed and for-
warded to CINCPAC on COMUSHACV msg DTG 1607202 Jan 67. A
successful team exflltration will demonstrate dramatically
to agent trainees that agents can be brought safely out of
NVN. Further, agent losses wlll be curbea 1f exflltrations
can be accomplished successfully.

f'e. Communications Real-tame road/rail and rlver watch
reporting cannot be effected presently because the communi-
caticns arrangement allows only one dailly tvo-way contact

Although thils contact 1s supplemente! with additiona! contacts (b

when posslble, adverse weather affecting wave propagation (3]
often prevents usable contact durlng certaln perloeds. In
addition, base radio statlon at present cannot handle all
traffie simultaneously. The Radlo, RS-1, the principal team
radio, 1s unwleldly. Although 1t can be man-packed, it be-
comes ponderous when carrled cross-country over difficult
terrain for extended pericds. Llightweight radies are belng
produced, and the DELCO Model 5300 Radio was requlsitioned
for fleld suiltabllity testing. Twe DELCO Model 5300 Radios,
together with 16 transceiver crystals, antenna, carrying
case, 10 batteries, battery charger with one-year supply of
spare parts, valued at $5,221.00 were requisitioned with a
priority 5 from the Counterininsurgency Supply Offilce,
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands on 26 Aprll. The radios and not been
received at the end of the year.

*d. Resupply. Aerial resupply was one of the blggest
problems 1n keeping in-place teams viable. High performance
alreraft are employed to effect resupply to in-place teams
whose operational zones are within the surface-tco-air missile
ring. This reaupply technlque has dlstinct limitations. DZ
markings are imperceptible and dellvery accuracy 1s not often
achleved. Further, if delivery is effected in areas other
than the lntended drop zone, the dropped zupplies will
imperil the team 1f discovered by unfriendly citizenry or
security forces. Adverse weather conditlons continue to affect
resupply deliverles toln-place teams. Additionally, some
operational 2zones are located in areas where drop and landing
zones are scarce and areas sultable for drop and landing
zones are difficult to establish and operate.

"e, Contact with Enemy Forces. NVN Government has been
and wlll continue to exert a concerted effort agalnst the
OPLAN 3MA Program. Several in-place {eams have encountered
enemy forces on repeated occaslons recently, resulting in
the loss of several team members. Inasmuech as two-thirds of
all OPLAN 34A Alrborne have been listed as lost since the
program's inception in early 1960, the current situation is
not unprecedented; however, the pressure exerted by the enemy
appears to be better organized and employed mor: universally
throughout NVN. Erfforts have been made to minimize communi-
cations between the base statlon and in-place teams, and
currently deception and dlversionary tactics are being em-
ployed in the resupply drops in an gttempt to gain some re-

lief for~the teams." * .
4, (1Y 1967

“a. Aerial Photography Problems. Chief SOG recuires that
aerial photography of the DZ/LZ be accompanied and interpreted
not earlier than ten days prior to a scheduled infiltration

7uﬂigtory, MACS0G, "Annex M to MACYV Command History 1966,* -
} ~76. -
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into NVN. This Is necessary to determine the most recen:
changs 1n vegetation, humzn habltation, or military acuiv2
in the operational area as an aaaea safety precaution for
the infiltrating teams Adverse weather conaitions 1in NV
have delayed timely aerial phctozraphy of operatlonal aress,
Also, 1n several instances S0G pricrity phetograpny miss-cors
have had to glve way to higher priority missions 1In eitrer
case thils caused delays in scheduled infiltratilons

..
-3

"b, Exfiltration. Several attempts were made to exfiltraze
long-term teams from NVN, but as in the past all efforsts
were unsuccessful. In February helicopters attempting to
exfiltrate team BELL reached the LZ, but the team had depzr:ea
and in March contact wlth the team was lost. In June the er-
flltration of team VERSE was frustrated when a US alperaft
was shot down near the LZ and contact with the team was lost,
presumably as a result of increased enemy activity in the
area. In June a concept to forecibly exfiltrate team ROMED,
suspected of being under enemy control, was disapproved by
CINCPAC because the possible benefits to be derived did not
warrant the hazards involved. A plan to exflltrate twec me~bers
of team REMUS via Fulton SKYHOOK was abandoned when enemy
security patrols discovered the cached equipment. In spite
of the difficulties experienced with long-term teams, the
feasibllity ol recovering agents from NVN was sustained when
team STRATA III was exfiltrated by USAF Ch-3 helilcopters
on 28 September 1967. This was~the first successful ex-
filtration of a TIMBERWORK team from lVN.

e, Contact with Enemy Forces. The NYN goverrnment has in-
tensifled internal security measures and has employed all
avallable communications medla to make the population aware
of the presence ol SVN "spy-rangers" 1ln their midst. In-place
teams contlnued to encounter enemy forces and suffer
casualtles as a result. The current situation i1s not un-
precedented in as much as many agent teams have been lost
to the enemy since the program's inception in early 1961.
However, the pressure now being exerted by the enemy appe=zr
to be well organized and employed throughout NVN. Recent
actlons to develop a wide ranging diversionary program are
expected to diminish the effectiveness of the NVN security
apparatus by provoking time consuming and fruitless counter-
actions.

"d. Security Review. At the request of Chiel S0C, CAS
counterintelllgence speclalists completed a review of all
active OP-34 teams on 2 July. The results of the findings
were,

"(1) Probably under hostile control: ROMEQ, HADLEY,
TOURBILLON and ARES.

"(2) Doubtful status EAGLE.

"(3) Probably not under hostile control: REMUS, EASY,
EASY ALFA and VERSE. -

"(Y4) Missing/captured (not reviewed): BELL and HECTOR.

"(5) As a result of these findings SOG has conceivea
and developed a diversionary program to turn these liabli-
ities into assets, and 1s contilnuing contact with the
enemy controlled teams in order to exploit them for
diversionary purpose." #

History, MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967,"

g III -4-27,28 and pg IITI -4-E 6-2 (SACSA)
aiver§ionary purpose." * ) ;

TOP? CRET Anney B to -



MORI DocID: 570370

TOP CRET
5. ¢ 1968 .
« %a. Lack of adeguate azeraial photography. Prior to
1l hovermber bombing halt which restrictec TINGIRVORK
operations in NVN, a combination of aaoverse veather

conditions, higher priloraity missions of Giher agencies

and the 1 April reductlon in bombing actlvicies serve to
delay timely receivnt of aerial photography In many cases,
lack of appropriate photograchy caused delays in .lanning
and scheduling of missions. This will undoubtedly continue
to be a problem in the event operations in MK are resumed
and an effort to obtain assignment of higher missleon
prlorlties would seem to be the only solution.

“"b. Difflculty in Resupply Owverations. Conslderable prob-
lems were encountered 1in attempted resupplies of both long-
term and STRATA teams during 1968. Restrictions on over-
flights of NVN north of 20° N after 1 April and of NVN-
controlled teams by CINCPAC direction, are conditlons that
cannot be resolved at MACSOG level. Adverse weather and team
error are also unresclvable problems STRATA resupply diffi-
cultlies were primarily caused by improper techniques and
bundle configuration. Experimentatlion and testing had all
but resoclved these problems before the 1 November bombing
hault suspended STRATA Infiltration in NVN

“e. Lack of Regulred Equipment A general shortage of NHNA
uniforms and equipment has continuously hindered efforts to
deploy agents and teams clothed and equlipped in such a manner
as to be able to pass at a distance as NVA perscnnel or
possiblr survive a chance encounter., Although efforts were
made to obtailn captured equipment from units in RVN in 1968,
no workable system was lmplemented to insure that equipment
was reserved for MACSO0G. Efforts to initiate manufacture of
needed ltems had not been successful as of the end of 1968.

"d. Difficulty in Adrcraft Observer/STRATA Team Contacts.

Inherent d4ifficulties in working with brevity codes and a
language barriler resulting from utilization of non-VN
speaking observers caused communicatilons between aerial
observers from NKP and deployed STRATA teams to be lnadequate.
Diplomatic restrictions which prevented VN personnel from
remaining in Thailand over 24 hours precluded use of VN
observers, Unless this diplomatic restriction 1s lifted, it

is antlicipated that this problem will continue during missions
controlled by NKP, whether operations in NVN are resumed,

or durlng interim operations in PF/DB AQOS. A change to the
MACSOG JTD which will incorporate US operations offlcer/
observers wlth VN language capabllity will greatly alleviate
thls problem." ¥

S) History, MACS0G, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968,"
< pr ITI1 -H-8 (SACSA)

f
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PART V. EVALUATION
A. )} SACSA-EVALUATION 1964
1. The confusion over the misslon of agent teams 1s

evident in a memorandum written by SAESA in August 1964, It
states that along with other psychological weapons (radie,
leaflets, maill) speclally trained teams were introduced into
North Vietnam to "create elther a real or notional resistance
movement within the DRV."* As discussed earlier, the resist-
ance movement was not to be approved at the Washington level.

(See Annex A for a discussion of "Reslstance Movement".)

2. ) An evaluation of recrulting problems and prospects

was included in the memorandum:

=~ “"The problem of team selectlon and targeting is
complex and requires conslderation of the varlous
factors of ethnic origin, religion, loeatlon of
familles, motilvation, intelligence, and an &ssess-
ment of the indivlsuals will tec survive and resist.
North Vietnam breaks down territorially into two
dlstinect areas. One area i1s the mountainous tripal
region of western and northwestern NVN. Here the Meo
tribe offers the best chance of success because of
its native, hostile attitude towards all non-Meo
people. The other area i1s the Vietnamese inhablted
lowlands whieh comprise the Red River Delta system
and the coastal plain. Here the communlsts exerclse
almost complete control over the people which makes
it difficult to establish large-scale resistance.
Any successful development would be expected to
remain passive and unorganized. In spite of these
difficulties, efforts have been underway to create
a credible resistance movement in NVN.

"It 1s to be noted that within the largely Meo-
dominated western and northwestern paerts of NVN,
there are other ethnilc geographic divisions which
compound the selectlon preblem, Simply stated, 8ll
precautions must be taken to match the team personnel
with 1its dreop location.

" With due consideration given to ethniec groups,
religion, and family locaticn, experdence so far has
shown that the military services of the RVN are more
deslrable as sources for additional Agent/team
members. Qualified civilians wlll continue to be
selectively recruited as requived.!#®

* Memorandum, SACSA, "Psychologlcal Operations Teams -

ortir-Vietnam," 6 Aug 64, (SACSA)
) Ibid., pp 1-2
C-b-96 Appendizx C
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3. (T8) The memorandum concludes with an overall evaluation

L4
inelvding some problem areas and expectatlon for the future.

“This problem has now been solved by the
installation of precise navigation equlpment in the
delivery aircraft.

"The exact nature of the team PsyOps activitles
1s unknown. As can readlly be understood, radilo
communications with these teams is very difficult
technically, and is extremely hazardous for the
team. Messages transmitted by the teams are, there-
fore, very short - they can listen much more safely
than they can talk.

"In addéitlon to these problems, and as already
stated, the objective 1s leong range. Resulta are
not expected at any speciflc date. The potential
for establishing a resistance base, however, 1s
now in place and, for the time belng, relatively
well supplied."®

B. {I%) COMUSMACY EVALUATIONS, 1966

The increased interest in intelligence collectlon capablli-
ties in 1965-1966 prompted the following evaluations of the agent
teams contributed to lntelligence by MACV/MACSOG in the late 1966.

The following 1s guoted from the COMUSMACV message

a, Summary-: As of 1 Nov (66 MACSDG had twelve agent
teams in North Vietnam, comprising 102 individual agents,
From 1 January to 1 November 1966, nine of these teams
produced 73 intelligence reports. The thres newest teams,
KERN, HECTOR, and SAMSON, infiltrated in 1966, have
not as yet produced intelligence informatlon. Produc-
tively of the different teams and the topics covered in
the reportling are discussed in detalZ below, but in
general the information praoduced is of intelllgence value.
The teams have become lnecreasingly responsive to priority
collection reguirements in the past four months, with
dirfferent teams reporting on twe Prilority 1 SICH topics.
The productlon average of the twelve reporting teams has
been somewhat less than one report per month per team

bid.,, pp 2-3

- Annex B to
TOF SECRET G-b-97 | Appendix ¢
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during the first ten months of 1466 Several of
the older teams were aoriginally dispatched with
primary missions in the sabotage and psywar
fields, and their operational areas were not
selected wilth intelligence access as the pramary
criterian. These teams are the aonly assets on
the ground in NVN responsive to U.S. collection
requlirements.

"b. Productavity The listing below, for each
of the nine teams which produced intelligence
between 1 Jan and 1 Nov 1966 illustrates the
dirference in productivity for the varlous teams,

Leam Location Reports Comment
ARES XJ 950275 17 Several subsources
in populated arezs.
EAGLE XJ 592856 6 Two subsources in
local population.
BELL VK 433303 hi Team in strongly
petrolled area, Twc
fire flghts in last
six months.
REMUS UJ 155987 10 Subsource in loczal
population,
EASY UJ 545618 10 Six subsources in
lacal populatiomn.
EASY ALFA UJ 573452 14 All roadwatch
inrormation.
TOURBILLON V3 130260 9 Hone
VERSE VJ 524081 5 None
ROMEO XD 690858 1 Team lost 3 members
in friendlybombing
Jul 66; area heavy
with enemy &ctivityﬁ
"e. Extent of Coverage: Only one MACS0G team (ARES)
has been able to establlish and sustaln itself in a
key populated area close to priority intelligence
targets. Of the others, three (ROMEO, HECTOR and KERN)
are In high troop density areas along the NVN/Laos
horder north of the DMZ, while six (TOURBILLON, REMUS,
EASY, ALFA, VERSE and SAMSON) are in or on the fringes
of the thinly populated northwest—tribal highlands west
of 105 degrees. Some of these teams can cover road
traffic intoc Laos. The one team (BELL) in & location tc
cover the important trail and river traffic from China
glong the Lao Cail-Yen axis ls in survival status and
has had several losses from heavy enemy security patrol
actions in the area. The remaining team (EAGLE) has two
productive subsources in the local populatlon, but the
the area is fairly remote. Team reporting, except for
TOP CRET C-b-98 Annex B to
- Armandir O
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ARES, covers local security measures, ellcris io
indoctrinate and control the traibal porulzilens,
and roadwvatech informatior of moderate irzelllge-ze
value. During Movember 1966 teams REWLS 2=a Za37
have submitted four spot reports conesrninz t~e
alleged presence of Chicom troops in tre vicinity
of Dien Bien Phu, a subject of highest pricriz:.

“"d. Value: The primary source of all clanaestine
intelllgence reports on North Vietnam reselvaz by
MACV 1s [IACSCG. Any reports are acquirez through
dlrect observatlon by trailned sources. These fecrm
an lmportant part of the 1ntelligence czta base
avallable on the target country. Severzl DIA
evaluatlions of OPLAN 34A team reporting have been
received and the typleal evaluation is as follows:

Validity Probably true

Usabillty Value Moderate

Avallable from Other Sources MNever or rarely

Timely When Written Yes

Timely When Recelved. Yes

The comment column usually includes the remark:
Continued reporting will be appreciated,

"e. Plans for Improving Collection and Reporting:
(1) Continue to resupply 12 in-place teams.

(2) Reinforce teams REMUS, SAMSON, TOURBILLON,
EASY, EASY ALFA and VERSE.

(3) Infiltrate teams HADLEY ard HANSEN.

{4) Develop key operation areas in the Lao Cai,
Lang Son, and Mong Cal reglons.

(5) Exfiltration of team BELL and infiliration

of replacement team."#
2. (B5) MACSOG made a study in early 1967 of operations
conduetfed in 1966

/tod rmine the effects on NVN of the Plowman { and Timberwvork
programs. The following were the conclus¥bns of the study with
regard to SOG's agent team operations during 1966-

"a. One hundred and one (101) Intelligence Spot
Reports were produced by the teams during 1966. These
included the only known sightings in NV, by personnel
under US control, of Chinese (at Dien Blen Phu) as well
as reports concerning captured US air personnel.

"b. Sporadic sightings of team members, occaslonal
Iilrefights with those teams, plus-the continuous radio
traffic emanating from team operations all over the
country, have lmposed additlonal control reguire-ents
on the NVN security apparatus. This is reflectez both
in the 1lncreased patrolling in the tear areas &s well
as in the continued demands by Hanoi for public alert-
ness agalnst RVN spies.

"¢. The presence of the agent teams with their
ubversive potentlal 1n the mountainous areas, has

A S) Wsg, COMUSMACY, DTG 010%30Z Dec 66,

.~ "CG. Une presence of the agent teams with their

TQPSECRET C-b-99 Annex B to
Appendix C
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probably helped t¢o prompt NVN lead®trs to apply the
the carrot-and-stick routine to the tribal popula-~
ticens in the country's Northwest highlands
Persistent efforts to control and indoctrinate the
tribes, combined itlth the preferentlal treatment

of cooperatlve tribal youths,_ indicate the regime's
concern over possible dissiadence being spreaa to the
highlands, "#

MEMO, MACSOG to CINCPAC, "Effects on NVN durlng 1966 of

CG's Plowman (C) and Timberwork {C) Operations (TS)" 14 Feb 1967.
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c. (T BROWNFIELD REPORT, 196%7-1966 ¢

The Brownfield Report was preparea by a group of officers

frer COLUSMACY Staff in late 1957 ana early 1968, following

closely on the heels of the report prepared by the CINCPAC Surve)

Group in November 1967. As a consequence, the Brownfield Repor:
has integrated into 1ts concluslons and recommendatlions, comments
on the CINCPAC report, as approprlate. The portion of the report
dealing with the agent team program is quoted below.

", ) Concluslons. It 1s concluded that

"a. The long-term agents/agent team program has not been
overly successful in terms of 1lntelligence collectlon, harass-
ment and interdlctilion of LOC, and assistance to downed alr-

crews.

"b. No success has been achleved in exfiltrating long-term
agents/agent teams.

e, The rellability of most intelligence produced by the
long-term agents/agent teams 1s questionable.

"d. Agents recruited for TIMBERWORK(E) teams are of low
caliber due to the highly competitiyé market for gualified
agent candidates from out-of-country resources.

"a. The environment of the operations area has become more
hostlile as indicated by the inerease in the number of internal
security forces and aptl-alrcraft defense coverage.

"f. TIMBERWORK teams have caused conslderable politiecal
worry to the NVN Government.

"g. The success ¢f STRATA teams to date to penetrate and
survive in the area of operations indicates that MACSOG's
plans to employ 20 teams in 1968 as belng extremely ambitious.

"h. The current starring level of OP-34 and the Strategilc
Technical Directorate i1s adequate to support the TIMBERWOR )
program.

"j. More definite phased planning 1s required.

"2;/£$Sf/;;;CPAC Report

"a, CINCPAC Conclusions

(1) The program should be reoriented.

"{2) The efforts of the TIMBERWORK( program should be
directed toward.

"(a) Development of a NOTIONAL RESISTANCE organiza-
tion 1n NVN (SSPL).

"{b)} The establishment and maintenance of a low-level
intelligence apparatus in NVN.

"b. Group comment on CINCPAC conclusions: concur.

intelliopnne snnaratuce in NUN.

TOP 5 ET , C-p-101 Annex B to
Appendix C
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"o, CINCPAC Recommencatlons .

"Although 1t has been concludea tnat tne TINBERLORALL)
program has not been successful {based on the current rgssion
agirectives with exaisting restricticns), tne current organl-
Zetlion and apparatus shoula be continpuea for the following
reasons -

"(a) A complete phase-aown would be evliaence of a
weakening on our side

"(p) The in-place agents/agent teams ¢ause conslaerable
politiecal worry to the North

"{¢) The present teams cause diversion of NVN military
and securlty assets.

~a

"(d) The US military should reserve (even on a stand-by
basis) a capability with some experience in operaticns in
denied areas against the time when policy may change.

"(e) The organizational nucleus, assets, facilities,
and hardware to pursue or conauct UW in NVN are avallable
and required for the suggested reorientation.

"d. Group comment on CINCPAC's recommendations. concur,

"e., CINCPAC Recommenoed Actions

“To implement & reoriented TIMBERWORK(L) program, the
followlng actions are suggested*

"(a) Continue operatlons wlth existlng teams to
maximize intelligence collection possibilities and/or
to support the NOTIONAL RESISTANCE organization.

"{t) Intensify and refine external recruitment both
to improve operations and to spread indicatlons to the
NVN security of expanded operations (the latter will
support the NOTIONAL RESISTANCE facadel.

"(¢) De—emphasize the infiltration of long-term Black
teams, limiting operatilons to activation of low-level
intelligence nets and secure base areas in trlbal areas.

"(d) Develop a capability for short duration "gray
singleton agent" operations in the high priority target
areas 17°~20° Nerth. Agents will be drawn from POW and
Chieu Hol channels to obtaln relatively current area
Knowledge.

“f. Group comment on CINCPAC recommended actions. concur.
"3. ) Group Recommendations. It 1s recommended that:

"a, The TIMBERWORgéBG/;;ogram be reoriented to de-emphasize
the employment of lghg-term agents/agent teams.

"ob. The main effort of the TIMBERWORg%Qi’EZ;gram be placec
on intelligence collection and the development of a NOTIONAL

RESISTANCE group in NVN.

_ "c. The TIMBEHWO§§;95/;:ssion statement be changed to¢ reflect
- the current actlivitfes of the program and to reorlent the

effort as recommended mlsslion statement is 'Infiltrate agents/
agent teams into NORTH VIETNAM for the purpose of supporting
psychologlcal warfare operatlons and the conduct of intelligence

- waie \..A» GUMLTLUlin UL Wity i UG G Gild LU 1 CUL A CHL WG

effort as recommended mission statement 1s 'Inriltrate agents/

mermant, Foame fnkaAa MADMOD IUTTEMAIAM fAawm +hAa mitscanan AF s man e
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collection Teams will perform suc¢h furctiors as target
acqulsition, development of intelllgence nets, distribution
of PSYOP material, ana rendering assistance to aouwn alreress
if feasilbe.’

"d. Every effort be made to exfiltrzte selected long~term
agents from NORTH VIETHAI! for aekriefl—ng, program reorienta-
tion and possible re-insertion

"e., Every effort be made to recrult potential agent candi-
dates [{rom RVN.

"f. A perlodic review and analysis of the STRATA team
program be undertaken by MACSOG to establish & realistic
goal of the number of missions to be conducted.

"g. New methods and technlques of Inflltratling agents into
NORTH VIETNAM be studiec."#

summarized the

Speclal Assistant to S0C¢

results of _survey as follows.

"a. CAS has now completed its revliew of all active 0OP-34
teams. The results of our findings are summarized below for
your convenlence

p. (T SECURITY REVIEMS 1
Two detalled reviews of the securlty status of the long-term 2
agent teams have been performed: the- review in 1967 and 3 (Bl
CAS/J-2 review one year later in 1968. The results of these two 4 et
studies are _outlined below. 5
1. ) ort. In a memorandum to Chief, SOG, the 6 (1)14]]
i) &)]
7
8

"(1) Probably Under Hostile Control. Teams ROMEO,
BADLEY, TOURBILLON and ARES.

(2) Doubtful Status. Team EAGLE.

"(3) Probably Not Under Hostile Contrcl. Teams RUMUS,
EASY ALPHA, VERSE.

"(4) Missing/Captured (not reviewed). Teams BELL and
HECTOR.

"o. Individual reviews, with suggested actions possibly
pertinent to each team, are appendea to this Memorandum,
With regard to the four teams regarded as probably uncontrolled,
we understand the status of planning is as follows:

"(1) EASY ALPHA and EASY are being Joined for greater
defensive strength and to reduce the possibllity of mutual
contamination since they are operating iln adjacent areas.

"(2) Team VERSE is to be exfiltrated at first opportunity,
since thelr viabillity 1in the present area is consldered poor.

"{3) Team REMUS is being considered for reinforcement with

a wire-tap capability."#**
¥ {TS) Report, MAC J-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluatior Group Report," 14 Feb 68,
. _STIMBERWORK(C), pp_16-18 (SACSA). ]
*t/kTS) Mémdrandum, Spéclal Assistant fo Chierf,, S0G, "Security Review
of OP-34 Teams," 2 Jul 67.
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2. (P8) CAS/J-2 ! :CV Review In lay 198, COI'USL.ACY con- N

firo&a* that the tean describea in zn NVH news release announcins z
the caoture of seven "spy commanaces" was Tear RENUS. JCS
renliec that the cevelopments with respect to REMUS raised a . L

serious guestlon as to the security of all agent teams, MACV

un

was asked to conauct a security survey with the asslistance of CAS 6
Saigon.** The regort of this survey, summarlzea below, not only 7
concludea that all agent teams were compromisea, but also that 5
many basic errors Iln tralning and operating proceaures had contrib- 2]
uted to the poor record of agent team operations. 10
a. Conclusions of CAS/J-2 Repcrt. In adaition to the four 11

teams reportea under enemy control by the -Report, EAGLE, 12 :::}:1311
EASY, and RED DRAGON were also concluded to be compromised. 13
b. The Enemv. The report brought out that the Minister of 14
Public Security (MPS), the oppositlon service in NVN, is a 15
highly effective organization and has "handled" the ceontrolled 16
teams 1n a very professional manner. As a result, the evidence 17
of compromise was not easy to come by and required much careful 18

study of many detalls to determine general trends and impressions. 19

Speciflc glaring, flagrant evidence of hostile control was not 20
found. It was the opinlon of the survey wrlters that "those 21
operatlons which have been doubled by the opposition were done 22
so to establish or malntaln penetratlon agents 1in place within 23
GVN and US agencles, particularly within STD,"##% 214
c. Criteris Used to Establish "Compromised" Teams. The one 25
factor which was ldentified as the most reliable indicator of 26
a team's compromise was 1ts fallure to respond to an order to 27
exfiltrate. When the order to exfillirate has been given, the 28
normal response has been the termination of communicaticns 29
within 30 days. The other factors although less conslstent 30
also warrant close scruitiny: (1) significant lapses in team 31
communications, and (2) reticence to perform assigned missions. 32
¥ Msg, MACV, DTG 140830Z May 68
® Msg, JCS, DTG 1422042 May 68 (SACSA)
*E ) Report, CAS/J-2 USMACV, "Security Status of MACSOC Long-

Term Agent Teans in NVN," 7 July 1968 (SACSA).

- *ﬁ;ﬂsg, MACV, DTC 140830Z May 68

TOP SECPET ol Annex B to
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d. Protler Areas. The problem areas,brlefly ccvereg
below were conslaered to be the cause ef the hostile zom-
promise of tne teams or the failure to detect tne co—crorise
earlier -

(1) Lack of Personnel Compartmentation

"Phroughout the operaticnal cyele, thera cccurs
extensive overlapping among the agent-rec¢ruiss,
cornencing wilth recrultment in the same refugee
areas of persons well known to each other \nc, sub-
sequently, are assignea to separate missions in
different target areas ..Lack of compartrenta-
tion at training faellities also creates a security
situation which can result in compromise. Tezr
members have been tralned together, held 1n staging
areas together, and then are launched as separate
teams into different target areas -- in at least
one instance from the same ajrcraft.”*®

{2) Security of Counterpart Qrganization. Some

speciflc instances of poor securlty within STD were
pointed out in the report {(a) a member of STD's medlcal
staff i1s the father of two members of Team EASY, (b) a
senior STD operatlons offlcer 1s related to a tearm member,
(¢) an STD guard 1s related to REMUS-8 and has been used
as a point of contact, and (d) an unidentifled member of
STD 1s related to the leader of Team HECTOR.

(3) hultiple and Imcompatible Team Missions. Assigned

team misslons have frequently been lnccompatible with the
team's clandestine exlstence. The conduct of misslons

such as sabhotage, ambush, wire destruction has been inimiecal
to long-term security.

"The sltuation in North Vietnam, where the
population 1s unaer tilght security control ana
vere a friendly population base 1s lackling, nakes
long-term black agent-team operations self-
defeating, regardless of misslion type. To conauct
missions which call attention to the presence of
such teams only hastens their compromise "r=

(4) Freguent Resupply Missions and Unlocatea Resupoly

Bundles The shortage of good drop zones in WWR has
necessitated the repeated use of the same zone for a given
team. The result has been to simplify the local security
forces task of locating teams.
,___E;P-B-
L3 ipid., p. 9. -

forces task of locating teams.

o M 1 Oh
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(5) Autnentication of Team Securiiv Foiloving Insertion

The lack of scphlstication in radio authentication procea-
ures ana the relizance on STD communicaticns personnel to
Judge on the safety or auress signal on incoming messages
place his entlre system in serious doubt.

3. } CINCPAC Comments The purposals of NLACV and CINCPAC

in view of the security review-finaings were ocutlined in an
August message:

"a. Continuance of the TIMBERWORK( program.

"b. Contlnued support of select®d in-place teams on a
case-by-case basls giving full consideration to safety of
forces,

“e. Exploitation of in-place teams to further the
diversionary program.

"d. Maintenance and expansion of the diversionary program.

"e. Future insertion of new agent teams into NVN to enhance

the credibility of the notional program.®*

E. (T IVE;NCPAC STRATA TEAM EVALUATION

,//#/S;TRATA team operation were analyzed in September-1968,
Just prior to the bomblng halt. The analysis message and the
answer from COMUSMACV provide an insight into the successes
and shortcomings of the STRATA program one year after its

inception.

)} CINCPAC Analysis

#"a. As of 19 September, an analysis of the dally progress,
after-action, and debrieflng reports recelved on the STRATA
operations conducted over the past year revealed the
following -

"(1) The initial three STRATA teams were formed from
then existing TIMBERWORK assets. TWo of these teams

were later dropped as ‘uUnreliable and one was MIA on its

first mission.

™Sg, CINCPAC, DTG 1104302 Aug 68 (SACSA)

li'SL IMlsSs510nN.
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"(2) Twenty~four (24) rissicns n=Ve Leen concucsea.

"(3) Seventeen {17) means nave baen infiltratec/
exlflltrated intact.

"(4§) Three teams have been exfiltratec mlnus Key
personnel.

"(5) Teams infiltrated 27 Cct 67 ana 14 May 68 are
MIA.

"(6) Two teams are now in tne OPAREA.

"{7) Only four teams (S-ilL, S-1i7, 5-115 ana S£-119)
appear to have completed pri-ary misslon of recaawaten and
reported movements, truck par4s ana mosor pool locations.
However, there is no discernible eviaence of tactlcal
reactlions to thls reporting.

"(B) Of the four teams cltea in {(7) above, only S5-117
was exflltrated intact. S-114 was extracted mlnus the
team leader, assistant tezr leaaer, ana radlo operator
5-115 reported three members ..IA as a result of firefight.”
8-119 reported the team lezacer ana a scout MIA on recon-
nalssance. Except for two complete teams reportea as lIA,
no non-productive missions have resultea In lost personnel.

"b. Based on the above finalngs, the following comments and
suggestlons are provided.

"(1) Infiltration/exfiltration techniques have proven
to be sound.

"{2) Agent and team training has improved over the past
year, however, a real-time reportlng capabillity coupled
with taetlcal reaction to reported targets could further
enhance team effectiveness.

"(3) The recently completec IACV J-2/CAS security
survey highlighted the known and suspected penetrations/
compromises i the TIMBER.WOFX{C) program. The loss of
key personnel on productive nissions coupled with the
fact that TIMBERWORK(C) rescurces proviaed personnel for
STRATA teams suggests that a securlty survey be conauctea
on STRATA assets and facilities.

"(4) Since there is no avallable evidence that any team
has reported a lucrative target wnlch has been exploited
tactically on a real-time vasis, request CINCPAC be
provided information on STAATA real-time reporting tapa-
bility and STRATA-reportea target reactlon and tactical
expleitation.”*

i;/sy COMUSMACY Reply
"a. Reference suggests a security survey be conductea on
STRATA and requests information on:
"(1) Real-time reporting capabllity.

*(2) Target reactlon and tactlcal exploitation.

"b. An operational security inspectlon of MACSO0G will be
conducted by a CINCPAC OPSEC team on 11 COct. STRATA assets
and 1lities are included in that inspecticn.

& ) Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 21021927 Sep 68
-~ -

randuntead hy a OTHODACM APLFEC faam aAn 11 Ant CMOAMA cceat-
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"e. Reference paragraph a(l) through {6) .our message, S06
conguctec 22 STRATA insertions ana 21 extractions into/frcm
NV aurang periea 17 har-28 Sep 1968 One teaw (STRATA 120)
1s rissing. Casualties were inllictea on teazns 114, 115,
119, and 12G. Fafteen (15} STRATA casualt-.es (; IA) have
resultea from a total insertion of 164 perscnnel thls year.
Fifty-seven (57) STRATA personnel are nov .n tne operatlonal
status. Five enemy are known KIA oy beay cocunt. On cbher
occasions, mlines emplaced by STRATA have been aetonatea with
undetermnined casualty producing effect.

"d Reference paragraph a{7) your message, following dis-
cernlble eviaence of tactical reaction to STRATA reporting
1s submitted.

(1) STRATA 114 reported orn 12 Jun 68 a truck park and
motor pool in addition to other convoy informatlon. This
target was attacked.

"(2) STRATA 119 reported on 5 Aug 68 a truck park and a
by-pass trail. Thls by-pass informatilon assisted target-
ing officers in declding flow of enemy traffic ana other
probable truck parks.

"(3) STRATA 115 reported on 6 Aug 68 a well used trail.
That report coupled with enemy ground fire directed towards
FAC aircraft flying over that area resultea in air strikes
along this inflltration route.

") STRATA 118 upon extraction on 21 Aug 68 reported
enemy troops. Thils target was attacked on 22 Aug in
conjunctlion with a strike against known antialrcraft
positions 1n same area.

"(5) STHATA 115 verified the existence of a four meter
wide road which had been periodically bombed by Tth AF
aircraft. The STRATA team determined that thls road was
noe longer used. This information resulted in halting
air strikes into an unproductive area.

"(6) STRATA 117 roadwatched Route 196. This route was
found to be unused. Its status 1s reflected on the ailr
target list.

"e. Reference paragraph b{l) your message, infiltration/
exfiltration techniques are under constant review to improve
performance and to avoid stereotyped operatlions.

"{. Reference paragraph b{2?} your message, one method of
improving real-time reporting capabllity and tactical reaction
is being considersd. That of using the U-1C¢ for radio realy
to increase time and area coverage for STRATA and other
activities.

"g. Reference paragraph b(3) your message, four members of
STRATA 115 were lost after being detecfed in their base camp
by a dog and tracking party. They were the team leader, RTO
and two members. This headquarters attributes the loss of
cther key personnel to the greater risks assumed by leaders.
STRATA 114 lost Ats team leader, assistant ana RTO at a road-
watch slte. STRATA 119 lost 1ts team leader and a member
while on reconnalssance to capture a prisoner.

"h. Reference paragraph b(4) your message, STRATA has
following real-time reporting capablility now in use-

"{1) PRC-7H for communication from team to FOB and to
ABCCC. Link between team and FOB is reliable; link
between team and ABCCC 1 nreéliable. Causes are difflicultvy

"h. Reference paragraoh h?ﬂ _vour _messaee. STRATA has____
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in comprehenslon of brevity coaes asr. spcken by lndigenous
personnel, rapia speech by ABCCC ano matening of team
antenna to ABCCC frequencies ACD orcit Link between FOB
ana ABCCC 1s intermittent because of dlstances between
stations.

{2) PRC-25 lor communications beiween team and FAC, at
present specia-ly fraggea FACs (02-A) used for STRATA
are avallable for insertion, extraction, clrectlon finaing
and visual reconnalssance in STRATA target area Stay time
for 02-As flying from NKF is approximately two hours in
STRATA target areas.

"4, The factors llsted below limit the success of STRATA

operatlons

"(1) Operational techniques aﬁ; st1ll being developed and
must be frequently adjusted teo et the enemy's response to
STRATA 1nfiltrations.

"(2) Majority of indigenocus personnel have brief and
limited military experience.

"(3) There 1s no pool of tralned indigenous team leader
personnel to draw upon.

"(4) Operational area 1s within North Vletnam.

"{5)} Terrain is mountainous and covered by primary
Jungle.

"(6) Survival, mobility and observation are adversely
affected by the north-east monsoon from November through
April.

"§. Based on the facts clted above, we believe STRATA teams

have done as well as could be expected. There 1s every

reason to expect that as selection methods for STRATA personnel
and training are improved the productivity of these teams will
increase .M

TOP
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