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REQUEST FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENTATION RE ATF O 331048 "
WEAPONS TRANSFER" AND SUPERVISORY APPROVAL REQUIREMENT

Per discussion this date, requesting supplemental documentation, if any, issued by HQ
and/or Field Divisions reflecting the requirement of supervisory/SAC approval for

“Weapons Transfers,” which is not addressed in ATF O 3310.48.

Thank you for your time and assistance.

“WEAPONS TRANSFER”

ATF O 3310.48 Firearms Enforcement Program cites that a special agent “may choose to
allow the transfer of firearms to take place in order to further an investigation and allow
for the identification of additional coconspirators who would have continued to operate
and illegally traffic firearms in the future, potentially producing more armed crime.”

Comment: Order reflects no procedural notation regarding supervisory approval; sole
discretionary practice by investigative personnel

Reference: ~ ATF O 3310.4B Firearms Enforcement Program, p. 113
Extract: 148. “Weapons Transfers”

a. Considerations. During the course of illegal firearms trafficking
investigations, special agents may become aware of, observe, or
encounter situations where an individual(s) will take delivery of
firearms, or transfer firearm(s) to others. In these instances, the
special agent may exercise the following options:

(1) In cases where probable cause exists to believe a violation
of law has occurred and the special agent determines there
is a need to intervene in the weapons transfer (e.g., the
recipient of the firearms is a known felon; it is known the
firearms will be used in crime of violence), the special
agent shall do so but should place concerns for public
safety and the safety of the involved special agents as the
primary determining factor in exercising this option.

2) In other cases, immediate intervention may not be needed
or desirable, and the special agent may choose to allow
the transfer of firearms to take place in order to further
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an investigation and allow for the identification of
additional coconspirators who would have continued to
operate and illegally traffic firearms in the future,
potentially producing more armed crime.

Document:
<< File: ATF O 3310.4B Firearms Enforcement Program.doc >>
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