


The dealer who sold the weapons allegedly recovered at the scene of Agent
Terry’s death met with both ATF representatives and Assistant U.S. Attorneys as early as
December 17, 2009 to “discuss his role as [a Federal Firearms Licensee] FFL during this
investigation.” On January 9, 2010, Jaime Avila bought three more firearms at the same
Glendale, Arizona gun dealer and his purchase was entered into an ATF database two
days later.’ B}/ January 13, ATF added Avila to a suspect person database for the
investigation.” On January 14, ATF entered the firearms Avila purchased five days
earlier into the National Tracing Center’s Suspect Gun Database.’

On January 16, 2010, Avila bought three AK-47 variant, Romanian WASR-10
assault rifles from the same dealer with the serial numbers 1983 AH3977, 1979151530,
and 1971CZ3775.° ATF entered these weapons into the National Tracing Center’s
Suspect Gun Database three days later.” Over the next several months, ATF continued to
track Avila’s multiple firearms purchases in near real-time, including two purchases of
.50 caliber rifles in June 2010.°

After the shooting of CBP Agent Terry, law enforcement officials recovered from
the scene two assault rifles.” On December 16, 2010, ATF’s trace results confirmed that
serial numbers 1983 AH3977 and 1971CZ3755 match two of the three rifles purchased by
Avila and tracked by the ATF nearly a year earlier.'” In addition to these specific
weapons, the indictment of Avila and others references approximately 769 firearms. Of
those, the indictment refers to the recovery of only about 103 weapons. So, where are the
other approximately 666 weapons referenced in the indictment? Why did the ATF not
seize them?

The Justice Department’s reply asked that Committee staff stop speaking to law
enforcement personnel about these matters. However, if not for the bravery and
patriotism of law enforcement personnel who were willing to put their careers on the line,
this Committee would have been forced to rely on nothing more than rumors in the
blogosphere and a Justice Department denial to resolve these allegations. We need more
than that. To be an effective check on Executive Branch power, we need cold, hard facts.
We will seek them from whatever source is necessary.

Unfortunately, the Justice Department’s letter suggested that my attempts to seek
information about these matters might be politically motivated. Iunderstand the
Department needs to “protect ... law enforcement personnel ... from inappropriate

* Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, “Management Log for Case: 785115-10-[redacted],” Dec 17,
2009 (Attachment 2).
? Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, “Multiple Sale Summary,” Jan 11, 2010 (Attachment 3).
* E-mail from ATF Program Analyst to ATF Agents, Jan 13, 2010 (Attachment 4).
> Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, “Suspect Gun Summary,” Jan 14, 2010 (Attachment 5).
j Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, “Suspect Gun Summary,” Jan 19, 2010 (Attachment 6).
Id.
& Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, “Suspect Gun Summary,” Jun 8 and Jun 16, 2010

(Attachment 7).

° Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, “Significant Information Report,” Dec 16, 2010 (Attachment
3).

1% Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, “Firearms Trace Summaries,” Dec 16, 2010 (Attachment 9).
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Please be advised that the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2009 Public L. 111-8, which became eﬁectwe on March 12, 2009,
resiricts the disclosure of any part of the contents of the Firearms Tracing System or avy information required 1o be kept by Federal
Firearms Licensees pursuant lo 18 USC 923(g), or required to be reporr‘edpursuant to 18 USC 923(g)(3) and 823(2)(7).

The mformatmn which is being provided per your request, is for official law enforcemeni use only and may only be disseminated by
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to a Federal, State, local, tribal, or foreign law enforcement agency, or a

. Federal, State, or local prosecutor, solely in cannection with and for use in a criminal investigation o prosecution; or a Federal

‘agency for a nalional security or inteliigence purpose. This disclosure restriction shall not be construed to prevent the sharing or

.- _exchange of suck information among and between Federdl, State, local, or foreign law enforcement agencies, Federal, State, or local

iprosecutors, and Federal national security, intelligence, or counterterrorism officials; or the publication of statistical aggregate data
sregarding firearms traffickers and trafficking channels, firearms misuse, felons, and trafficking tnvestigations. If you have questions
regarding these resirictions please contact ATF legal counsel prior to disclosing any of the information provided in this

correspondence ourside of ATF.

Please comp!etn the aftached OSII Cusfomer Sat:sfactmn Survey form. Click on the "Mail” box Iocated at the
bottom of the form and then click on “Serld". " *. M

Sincerely,

Program Analyst _

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explostves
Office of Strategic Intelligence and Information
Violent Crime Intelligenice Division

Vielent Crime Analysis Bra
Main Office #: (304)

Fax #: (304)
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