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U.S. Embassy issues "Gunwalking" statement

Posted by Sharyl Attkdsson 35 conments

This isa photo provided 1o CBS News of an actual display put out for suspected Mesico dmg cartel weapons suppliers in an undescover ATF operation in Tucson in 2008, A ccording to court documents cbtatned by CBS News. ATF Agents watched as suspected oun trtfickers caried af least six of the cfviian version M-16' (shown
o fhe hright bl boses) acnoss the bonde into Mesico,

Today, the U.S. Embassy in Mexico ssued a statement today on allegations exposed in 2 CBS News investigation thet Alcohel, Tobacco and Fireamns (ATF) officials engaged in 2 controversal infelligence gathering operation that centeed on monitoring and enconraging the sel of thousinds of weapons to suspected
Mexican drg cartel suppfers

There appeated to'be & potential contradiction between the statements of U.S. offictals saying that Mexico was aware of the operation, and Mexico officials who nsist they were nat,

2011 Agent: [was ordered to et U.S. guns info Megico
Video: "Project Gunrunner" scandel

The U.S, Enbassy in Mexico says there is no real contradiction because Mexico was aware of the general aperation, nicknarmed "Fst and Furious’, but not pecifcally aware of any alleged “walking " of weapons across the barder.

Gunronning scandal wneovered at the ATF

Relations between the U.S. and Mexico were already seid to be delicat in many ways prior to news of he ATF operation that llegedly helped supply Mexico drug cartels. Mesico officials have asked for more information on Fast and Furious end the allegations.

Beloww s the full staterment issued by the U.S. Erabassyy in Mexica:
Hareh 11, 2011 - Becase of the ctenvion given to i issue, the Embassy of the United Steres would ke to fssue the follonsing clarifoation:

Theve s o conteacerion between the statement of the Mevicen government anel the nfornmation provided by the Untted Stotes converning an aperation thes ismentled amegor coms traffcking ving that hes deen called Fest and Furios. The operction took place on US. treitory and cnvested 20 defonns on

Afterthe aests on Jurwarr 25, reports emerged alloging that the operction conle e enteeled a ransfer of arms from the Uived Staves to Mevico. Anorney General Holder Fas caled for an investigation. He hes stated wnequavocally hat such actions, if e, “would ot b accepredle.” He effirmed thet he "mcke

that cleae 1o attorneys andlagens inchange of AT

The Mevican Government hos steted thar "t heel o koowledge of o operction that might inchucle the tramsgression or the controlled teeficking of s to Mexicem tereitors.” The brigfings that took plece berween U5, and Mevicem e enforcement focused om aperctions on U5, teretory 10 crack cown on treffcking
aperctins, The llegedtramsfer of cms o Mexieam ereitory a s posnt i evaetly tht - llogetion. Attorme General Holder has eerscoredshet e akes /mwai/agmaomarmzﬂ/y He said "that i why ] asked the [G Trspector Generl) to report on it
The Goverrment of Mexico has constructively oferecwhatever support might be necesscr i order o clecely esteblish the fcts.” Thés vpe of muanal support is veffective of our common objectives o stap the illicit movement of crms, chags i money that threcten both Mexicen and US. citize
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