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COMMITTEE U . ., 	 REFORM 

2bi BAY1:: " : 	• • : •E.UFFICE BUILDING 

VVASI-- • :.• • • 	'..7 0315-61‘13 

March 16, 2011 

Nil:. Kenneth E. Nielson 
Acting Director 
Bureau orAlcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
99 New York Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20226 

Dear Acting Director Melson: 

Recent media reports have raised grave questions about your department's handling of 
operations involving gun trafficking into Mexico. In the aftermath of the tragic killings ol' 
Border Patrol .- .1gein 13rian Terry arid Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agent Jaime 
Zapata, it is imperati \ that you act decisively to assuage the public's deep suspicions that the 
Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) has a policy of pmilltling and 
even encouraging the mu\ anent of guns into Mexico by stra\\ purchasers. Ike  presence of 
these .U;1111S may have subsequently led to the deaths of hundreds ofpcoble on both sides of the 
border, including, A.z_.ients Terry and Zapata. 

It has been brought to my attention that you are not cooperating with congressional 
inquiries about Project Gunrunner and Operation Fast and Fitrious. Last \\ eek. Senator  Charles 
Grasslev expressed hustrillion at ATF's responsiveness in a letter to the Department of Justice 

"I'm still ask inp e.ielinns and we're .,!etting the runaround Irom the Justice Department, 
It ;hey" re stonewalling. And the longer the wait, the more they fight. the more egg that they're 
going to have on their face. —  

Operation Past and Furious is part or ATF's Project Gunrunner prograin designed to 
pre \ ent illegal guns from crossing the border into Mexico. :VLF implemented the plan in June 
21107 and out 	lour ke areas olGunrunner: ..,2xbansion or gun tracing in Mexico, 
international coordination, domestic activities, and intelligence. 
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Mr. Kenneth E. N.felson 
March 16, 2011 
Page 4 

We request that you provide the requested documents and information as soon as 
possible, but rio later than 5:00 p.m. on March 30. 2011. When produeing documents to the 
Committee. please deli cr production sets 1.0 the Majorit\ Staff in Rk.)om 2157 of the Rayburn 
I louse ()Ilice Building and the Minority Slarr in Room 2171 ot the Rayburn llon!::e Office 
Building. The Committee pre : .ers. l'possi}.-11% to receive all documents in electronic format. 
attachment to this letter pvni ides additional information about responding to the Cklarnittee's 
requICtii, 

If you have any questions about this request, please cun1ict Ash 1 Pi f Ici -11 - \ .  Kerner 
of the Committee Staff at (202 225-51)74. Thank you for your 'attention :a this mattet - 

an-en issa 
Chairman 

Lnelostire 

cc: 	The Honorable Elijah E. Cummiru2,s, Ranking Minority Member 
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