.S, Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

e of the Assistant Attomey Lienéral Washilgron, DCT20830

July 19, 2011

The Honorable Darrell E. Issa

Chatrman

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
1.8, House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Diear Mr, Chairman:

This supplements our previous responses to the Committee’s subpoena of March 31,
2011, and your letter of June 8, 2011, relating to Operation Fast and Furious.

We are delivering today to vour office an additional 53 pages of material. These
documents bear limited redactions to protect specific details about pending investigations,
including text that would identify targets and sensitive techniques, plus information relating 1o
line empioyees. In addition, we have redacted from multi-subject documents text that is not
responsive to vour requests, The nature of specific redactions is indicated by a redaction code
{(*RC7™) inaccordance with the attached index. Even with the redactions, many of these
documents contain non-public material and are not appropriate for public disclosure. In response
to requests from Chairmen Smith and Leahy. we also will provide these documents 1o the House
Committee on the Judiciary and the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. respectively.

We hope this information is helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as
this matter continues.
Sincerely,

PN

Ronald Weich
Assistant Attorney General

Enclasures

€
e

The Honorable Elijah Cummings
Ranking Minerity Member

DOJ-FF-51396



indexio Redaction Codes

RC-1: Redaction of text for privacy purposes.

RC-2: Redaction of text that is non-responsive,

RC-3: Redaction of text that relates to law enforcement sensitive investigative technigques.
RC-4: Redaction of text that relates to investigative targets or subjects.

RC-5: Redaction of text that discloses law enforcement sensitive investigative details,

DOJ-FF-51397



Frome Newell, Willlam Do

Sent: Sunday. February 14, 2010 11:21 PM

To: Gillett. George T, Jr.

Subject: Be: SRT Operational Plan Dralt ASRT-10-099)

(il

Bl heawell
SpecialAgent in Gharge

ATE Phﬁﬁ iy i:ili Divisian (A7 and MM

e

ROTICE: This glociranie wansmissian s confidentinl and Intended anly lor the personls) towhom it s addressad. #you
have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail and destroy this message in il entirety
dnoiuding all atlachments),

From: Gillett, George 7. 1.

To: Newell, Willlam D,

Sent: Sun Feb 14 23:20:52 2010

Subject: Re: SRT Operational Plan Diaft (SRT-10-089)

Sl gt Angsta's residence

Geome T Gillet
ASAC . Phoeniy Fiold [ivision

RO-1

gk

HOTICE Thiselogironic ransmission is confidential and intended only for tho persanis) to wham s addressed. U you
have roceived this transmistion in error, please notly the sender by return ¢omail and destroy this message in its entirely
fincluding all atachmenis).

From: Newell, Willlam D,

To: Gillett, George T, Jr:

Sent: Sun Feb 14 23:18:28 2010

Subject: Re; SRT Operational Plan Draft (SRT-10-099)

Any movement on the gun with the tracker? | told MO we had plenty of survelllance {loosely the truth) but that we may end
up lasing the fracker i the battery runs out before it goes south, Affer that we'll have 1o-walt for the gun lo get seized
betorewe carrpotontialiyost i back,

Bl Mawell

Spacial Agent i Chargs

' Baaaniy Fieid Divman (A7 and N

.

MOTICE: Thizs elechronic franamission is confidential and intended only for the porsonis) to whom it is addressed. I you
nave racelved this pansmission ineron please nobly the sender by reluriresmaiband destroythis message inals anfirgty
Hrcluding all atischments)

From: Gillett, George T, Jr.
To: Boteler, Blake L.; Newell, William D.; ATF Machllister, Hope A
Lo Flanery, William H,

Sent: Sun Feb 14 22:27:38 2010
Subject: Re: SRT Operational Plan Diaft (SRT-10-099)

HOGR ATF - 002470
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Plake -
The Op Plan Is approved, Thank vou!

Gootge

Geome: T, Gillett

A%‘Af‘i - Phievimx Féi !il Brvision

B e

NOTICE: This pleghonic ransmission is goniidatitinl and Inonded only for ihe personds) o whom 1Lis addrassad. Hyou
have recelved this wansmission In stror please notify the sendes by return s-mall and destroy this message in s entirety

(nchding al atlachmenis),

From, Botéler, Blake L. e e ,

To: Mewsll, William D.; Gillett, George T, .}r ATF EMacAnigter, Hope A,
cc: Flanew“ Wi;‘tam H‘ Mttt —— -

Sent: Sun Feb 14 2120545 2010

Subject: SRT Operational Plan Draft (GRT-10-099)

Thope everyong is having a wonderful Valenting's Day.

Attached is the SRT Operational Plan Drafe (SAT-10:008) for theanticipated paratinn seheduled to take place

around noon on Wednesday February 17" please review this at yourtonvenience afd contact me with any guestions
orconcernsthatyou may have and bwill address them. This B mostly a duplicotion oithe previowsly approved
operational plan (SRT-10-86) with the primary changes being that of datesand personnel  Oncebreceive your Division's

approval [ will forward this operationsal plan to 50D for briehng to the appropriate DAD,

Thanks againforreguesting the SRT s assistance i thisinvestigation ant we loek forward to working with vou albin the
future,

S/A Blake Boteler
ATF-Special Responge Team 3

RO

HOGR ATF - 002471
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From: Gillett, George T, Jr.

Sent: Friday. Japuary 22, 2010 1110 PM

Tuz Gribble: Christine A,

Subject: FW: Phoenix Ficld Division SWB Bricling Paper Submissions
Attachments: Phoenix SWB Submissions 1-21-Mdoc

Chiristines

The Bhsenbcsubmibsion:

Have s st weebkond,

Gepige

Froin: Simpson, kevin

Sent: Thursday,January 21, 2010420 PM

To: Gillett, George 7. Ir,

Lo Cuinonez, Lowis A Needles, James R,

Subject: Phoenix Fald Division 5WE Brsfing Paper Submissions

George;

Please review our division’s SWE Briefing Paper submissions {attached). These shouldbe forwarded to
Christine Gribble by C.O.B.tomorrow Uanuary 22, 2010}

Thank you.

HOGR ATF - 002472
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PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION
Investigations:

Phoenix Group VII
RO-2

785115-10-0004 Jacob Chambers etal: This case s a large scale conspiracy between
more than twenty straw purchasers. Thus far in the investigation (September through

present) the group has pirchased over 800 firearms; most of which are the AK-47 variant
7.62 assault rifles and or the FN. Herstal 5.7 mm pistols. Of those 800 firearms
purchased by the group approximately 150 have been recovered in Mexico or near the
Mexican Border (the serial numbers arc-continually being updated and changed thus
affecting the trace results) with a short time-to-crime; some as little as one dav. ATF
special agents continue 1o coordinate with the DEA RC-3

affects this investigation and also to work with the USAQ| RS

Additionally, agents
consensually record calls to/from a friendly FFL and one of the
suspects for the purpose of ordering and discussing large scale fircarm purchases,

Tucson Group 1
RO

HOGR ATF - 002473
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From; Gillett, George T, Jr.

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 1:42 PM

To: Gribble. Christine A,

Subject: FW: SWRB Briefing Paper - Phoenix Field Division Submissions
Attachments: Phocnix SWEB Submissions 2-3-10.doc

Thehivg -

The PR sylingon

From: Simpson, Kevin

Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2010 6:47 PM

To: Gillett, Gegrge T, 0,

Ce: Cuinonez, Louls A, Needles, James R Cook, Nanty F.
Subject: SWE Briefing Paper - Phoenix Field: Division Submissions

George,

Please review our division's submissions for the SWB Briefing Paper. Our submissions should be forwarded to
Christine Gribble by C.0.B. this Friday February 57,

NOTE: The SAC advised he wanted to see entries from our industry operations groups. | spoke with DIO Cook
and emailed each area supervisor. Each area supervisor has provided good submissions, in the past. Each
explained they are continuing to look for any appropriate items to report. Many of our industry operations
investigators are currently working on an explosives initiative which, to date, has lead to no southwest border
related leads.

Thank you.

HOGR ATF - 002474
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PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION

Investigations:

Phoeenix Group VI
RO

7851 15-10-0004 Jacob Chambers et al

This case 1s a large scale conspiracy with more than twenty connected straw purchasers,
Thus far in the investigation (September through present) the group has purchased over
850 firearms; most of which are the AK-47 variant 7.62 assault rilles and the F.N. Herstal
5.7 mm pistols. Approximately 150 of those firearms have been recovered in Mexico or
near the Mexico Border. This past week, members of this organization have purchased
two 50 caliber vifles {Bushmaster and Barrett). They have questioned the FFL
concerning how to obtain NFA machineguns. Last week, this case was presented by ATE
and granted OCDETF status by the Phoenix committee who will forward the ir(:rimai 1o

the Houston Regional Committee. ATF is continuing to receive data

‘hich ove A ;
amonestthe straw purchasers and the FPLs,

Tucsen Group 1
RO~

HOGR ATF - 002475
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From: Gillett, George 1. Ir.

Sent: Friday, Febroary 19, 2010 4:31 PM

To: Gribble, Christing A.

Subject: FW: Phoenix Field Division Submission SWB Brieling Paper
Attachments: Phocnix SWB Sobonissions 2-18-10.doc

Christine —
Aitgebipd 5 e Phovniysubrinung,

Thanks!

From: Simpson, Kevin

Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2010 7:15 PM

To: Gillelt, George T, Ir.

Lo Quinonez, Louis A Cook, Nancy Fu Needles, James R,
Subject: Phoenix Field Division Submission SWB Briefing Paper

George,

Please review and forward the attached as our division’s submissions for the next SWB Briefing Paper. This

submission is due to Christine Gribble by OB, tomorrow,

Thank you,

Kavwin

HOGR ATF - 002476
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PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION

Investigations:

Phoenix Group 1
R

Phoenix Group VI
RO-2

785115-10-0004, Jacob Chambers et al

This case is a large scale conspiracy of over atwenty inderconnected straw purchasers,

This group has purchased over 830 firearms: most of which are the AK-47 variant 7.62
assauli rifles and or the FIN. Herstal 5.7 mm pistols. Approximately 150 firearms have
been recovered in Mexico or near the Mexico Border with a short fume-to-crime:. New
straw purchasers are continually being identified as part of this investigation,

N o S . . : R-3

This 1s an approved ATF OCDETF investigation. ATF 1s continuing to receive data -
Hiuch overwhelmingly shows the

connection amonestthesestraw purchasers.and the FELs.

Las Cruces Group 1

HOGR ATF - 002477
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From: Sunpson, Kevin

Sent: Toesday. March 09 2010 6:08 PM

To: Gribble, Christine A,

CC: Gillett. George T. I

Subject: FW: Phoenix Field Division SWB Briefing Paper Submissions
Attachments: Phoenix SWB Submissions 3-4-10.doc

Chrstine,

Hers isour latest subindssions for the SWE Briefing Paper. THank vou,

HOGR ATF - 002478
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PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION

Investigations:

Phoenix Groop I - Yuma Satellite Office
RO-2

Phoenix Group V11
RO-2

785115-10-0004, Jacob Chambers et al
This case is a large scale firearm trafficking conspiracy that includes the straw purchases
of more than 830 fircarms, Ovm i*m firear ms lmve heen recovered in Mexico or near the
Mexico Border with short time crine. Lhis e g abnre
iavostig atmn mstatlation of 8 GPStracking
device This firearm was
then ps‘midcci by ATF agents to a cooperating FEL where it was sold on Febroary 13,
2010 1o a suspect in this investigation named Uriel PATINO. The GPS unit provided the
location of the fircarm at w residence in the Phoenix area for approximately one week.
Periodic stationary surveillance disclosed no activity. On February 19, 2010, the device
was moving e

On Febraary 20, 2010, the GPS device o
placed its location, in Tucson, Anzona. ATF special agents responded and recognized
the address from a fircarm trafficking investigation underway by ATF Tucson Group [l
titled Operation Wide Receiver. An Isizu Rodeo SUV with temporary tags was observed
arriving at the residence and departing a short time Tater. Once the Isuzu Rodeo began o
move the GPS device mirrored the movement. Tueson 11 special agents followed the
Isuzu Rodeo West on Highway 86, Eventually the Isuzu Rodeo turned off the highway
near Sells, Arizong and began traveling South across the Tohone O dham Indian

HOGR ATF - 002479
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Reservation (Nation) toward Mexico. Coordination was made with the Department of
Homeland Security - Border Patrol as there is not an established Port of Entry, wall, or
fence on the Indian Reservation which straddles both sides of the border. The vehicle
was stopped by the Border Patrol near the border and was driven by two females.
Recovered from inside the vehicle were 41 firearms, mainly AK-47 variant rifles, One of
the females is a convicted felon on Federal supervised release,

Tucsen Group 1
B2

HOGR ATF - 002480
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From: Gillett, George T. I

Sent: Friday, April 16,2010 1:35 PM

Fo: Gribble, Christine A,

Subject: FW: Phoenix Field Division SWB Briefing Paper Submissions
Attachments: Phoenix SWB Submissions 4-15-10.doc

Butnos Digy

The Phasrie subimission,

Lparge

HOGR ATF - 002481
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785115-10-0004. Jacob CHAMBERS et al

This is an approved ATF OCDETFE investigation (# SWAZPO496 ) that is a large scale
conspiracy of - interconnected straw purchasers, This group has purchased
over 1,300 firearms: most of which are the AK-47 variant 7,62 assault rifles and or the
F.N. Herstal 5.7 mm pistols, 1o include approximately ten Barrett .50 caliber rifles. More
than $900,000.00 in cash has been paid for these firearms. Approximately 150 of these
fircarms have been recovered as crime guns in Mexico or near the Mexico Border. On
April 7, 2010, twenty AK-47 style firearms were recovered in El Paso, Texas along with
approximately 300 pounds of marijuana.

HOGR ATF - 002482
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From: Simpson, Kevin

Sent; Thursday, June 10, 2010-10:47 PM

To: Gillett, George T. Jr.

CC: Needles, James R Simpson. Kevin

Subject: Phoenix Ficld Division Submissions - SWB Brieting Paper - June 11, 2010
Attachments: Phoenix SWB Submissions 6-11-10.doc

fiatirge,

i

Pleasereview ourilivision’s SWA Brieling Paper subrissions and forwarnd e the reouest below  Thankyal,

. A
. .
ST AR e

From: Gribble, Christing A,

Sent: Monday, June 07, 2010 6:33 AM

To: Chalt, Mark B McMahon, William G Bowlér, Michael B.: Torrés, Julle M: Then, Collesn M. Torres, John A Newsll,
Williamy D.; Champion, Robert B Webb, 1. Dewey; OU'Kesfe, Kévin T, Phoenix, Alfredo A.; Quinonez, Lo Al Shaefer,
Christopher € Sigler, Toni L.; Simpson, Kevin, Stutko, Autdrey M. Thomasson, Scot L. Gillett, Gearge T, I, Hagerty,
Paul C.; Alvarez, Gena B.; Salas, Armando; Fastian), Dennis T Kumor, Dandel 1. Jones, Tarrance: Sellers, 1 Anne;
Reyes, Aurcra 0, Jagues, Rene 1.; Penate, Harry 3.5 Smith, Lamaont F.o Caning, Carlos A Armentrout, Charlayne A
Mulling, Danigl R.; Surotchak, Frank 3.; Beebe, Carol B,y Cook, Maney Fo Lowrey, Stuart L Hemandey, Arfmando; wall,
Jose T,

Ce: Rowley, Raymond G Powell, Jeffrey R Brady, Kelly Do Golson Sy, Michasl & Lagffer, Kristen E; Kruthaupt, Alex
1. Gonzales, Mary; Leadmon, Lorren D Velinor, Trevor A Wade, Dréw 1. Hageman, John 7.7 Santamaria, Milda 1;
Gleystesn, Mike P, Kernp, Janice L. Whitworth, Malinda €. Wicks, Joseph F.: Monorief, Dennis B Munoz-Navaro,
Hector; Kwiatkowsks, Paul T.; Henderson, Frank 1. Carroll, Timothy 1 Mokos, Joseph P Gil, Darven D, Booth, David 5,
{IAD); Milanowski, Frederick 1.; Aguilaf, Rodolfo; Gamboa, Aarcn 1.7 Hopper, Casey B Simental Jr, Atalo; Frankel, David
Jr Lotspeich, Cynthia Mo Searcy, Ludia B2 Alarcon, Raul A Warren, Mary Ho Malek, Theress Co Reid, Sharon D
Kopeck, Alexander J,; Senecal, Kellie L,

Subject: SWE Briefing Paper - June 1; 2010

AU AT BB T
R R A

Attached is the approved edition of the Soulthwes! Border brieling paper, dated June 1, 2010, New updates lo
the SWE paper are now due to Christine Gribble by COB Friday, June 11, 2010.

Thanks, Ghrisling

HOGR ATF - 002483
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Phoenix Group VII (OCDETF Strike Force)

7853 115-10-0020

ATF Phoenix Group WI Smm Force hus begun an investigation into the frearms
trafficking activitics of i To-date, this vestioation. aided by g
rehable conlidennal source-thereimalicr O8) has determined that ot least 14 Brearms
{with many more suspected “straw” pumha%ra providing a large amount m“ additional
fircarms) have been purchased on behalf of and subsequently del wuu} 1o
By his own account (documented in audio recordings bmmu,n and the
C‘S’}.xﬁsbliicmms the serial numbers of these fircanms prior to his delivering
them “South {to Mexico)”, The €S was able to suceesstully introduce undercover agent
John Dadson 1o SR : 5 5 ncw. pmcmia] “straw " purchuaser and somenne-whe
iy be able o mmi“‘ cut request for NEA iype Divearss {specifically

military grade armament and ordinance). Subseguently. S/A Dodson participated in a
controlled meeting (meet and greet) with during which M

solicifed S/A Dodson to “straw™ purchase AK pistols from local FFL's and agreed to pay
S/A. Dodson $100.00. profit. for each. one delivered. Ad litionully, M

expressed his desire o purchase suppressors Gn 9mm, 45, 2230 7.62). 40mm grenade
faunchers, and 40mm High Explosive (HE or other anti-personnel type) in whatever
quantities that S/A Dodson was able to obtain. On June 1%, acting in an undt‘:rca:wcr

capacity, S/A - Dodson  delivered 6 - AK "DRACO™ pistols 1o
w retmbursed S/A Dodson $300 for each pistol, plus provided S/A Di}ds{m

with $600 for mn{iuumf the “straw™ purchases and an additional $100 bonus. During the

ufe OP, stated his antent 1o selliralTic the pistols Tor prolit and again
expressed his dnterest in purchasing  the  military - hardware/ammunition/firearms,

also reguested the 5/A 0 Dodson have a rap” installed in his
(%} vehicle to assist with his trafficking activities: Immediately after the
wlc {}P wias followed by agents to a storage locker faciiny,

785115-10-0004 Operation Fast and Furious

Thiy C)CDETF investigation has revealed 1.608 %Lt%pccmd straw purchases of fircarms by
RO (v cets of this investigation. The core group of this investigation is constantly
recruiting new straw  purchasers and  disassociating . with others,  Individuals who
purchased i 2009 are not currently purchasing firearms and a new straw purchaser was
just indentified by ATF agents through surverllance on June 7, 2010 during the purchase
of .50 caliber rifle.

HOGR ATF - 002484
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ATE agents are aware of or have caused 309 of these firearms to be recovered. To date,
179 ¢nime guns have been recovered in the Republic of Mexico, and 130 have been
recovered domestically in the United States. Of those domestic recoveries all have been
along or near the U5, and Mexican border: i.e. El Paso, TX. Douglas, AZ. Nogales, AZ,
Sells, AZ, Casa Grande. AZ with the farthest recovery north of the border being here in
Phoenix, AZ. In order to purchase these 1.608 suspected firearms this group has spent
aver one mitlion {$1,000.000.00) in cash transactions at varions Phoenix area FFLs. Due
to the proximity to the border: bank subpoenas and financial investigations have vielded
Hitle orno resulis,

RC-3 To
date Patino has personally purchased 606 fircarms on behalf of the group.  In support of
these purchases Patino has spent over four hundred thousand dollars ($400.000.00) in
cash transactions at various Phoenix area FFLs. Patino is currently receiving Food Stamp
benefits from the State of Arizona due to his lack of income. ATE agents are working
with the USDA-OIG,

Phoenix ATE agents are conducting almost daily surveillance of these above mentioned
firearms transactions. This eroupis lehly surveillance conscience and conducts counter
sarveitlmee

group makes "U-tums”, they pull over and start again for no apparent reason, and they
alter their speed. and almost always enter residentiad cul-de-sacs where entry by a
surveiltance vehicle would certainly be noticed.  ATF agents have tried to utilize the
Phoenix Police department air wing unit has much as possible but due to their mission
andd scheduling they are not always available to assist.

ATE agents have identilied over o dozen dilferent “stash houses™ where this group
deposits firearms prior to arranging {or further transportation south. The firearms may
stay gl these stash houses for anywhere from hours 1o in excess of one week,

RC-2

HOGR ATF - 002485
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From: Simpson, Kevin

Sent: Friday, July 16, 2010 1:44 PM

To: Gillett, George T, Jr.

Subject: Phoenix Field Division Submissions - SWB Briefing Puaper
Attachments: Phoenix SWB Submissions7-16-10.doc

George,

You will find ourdivisions submissions 1o the SWB Briefipg Paper attached for yvour review, Please forward 1o
Christine Gribble upon your approval. Thank you.

HOGR ATF - 002486
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Phoenix Group VII (OCDETF Strike Force)

785115-10-0004, Operation Fast and Furious

On July 12. 2010. Federal Parolee; Kenneth Thompson was arrested and charged on

Arizona state charges of Hit and Run and Felon in Possession of a Firearm alter fleeing
from Peoria Police Department patrol units. ATF provided Peoria Police with
information that Thompson was in possession of firearms as part-of an active

Wasc: Operation Fast & Furious, 785115-10-0004. Thompson fled from officers and
crashed his vehicle into a ¢cinder block wall after jumping the train tracks near the
intersection of 67" Lane and Grand Avenue. Peoria. AZ. Both Thompson and the
unidentified passenger fled the scene on foot and a short time later Peoria Police officers

captured Thompson approxinately ¥ mule from the scene. Thompson suffered o broken
leg and was transported 1o 4 local hospital for treatment, the passenger was never
located. Thompson was released from Federal custody in September of 2009, after
serving approximately 60 -months alter he entered a plegol gmilty 10 21 LISC 846,
Conspiracy to Possess Manjuana in February 2004, During an inventory search of the
vehicle, Peona police officers recovered (200 ROMARM/CUGIR. 7.62x39 caliber rifles

HOGR ATF - 002487
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from the bed of the truck.. The firearms had been purchased earlierthat day by 4 subject
identified as a straw purchaser in the coinciding ATF investigation. In addition, (2)
pistols were recovered from the cab compartment of the vehicle. ATF agents took
custody of the (20 ROMARM 7.62x39 caliber rifles us part of the ongoing ATF
investigation. Peoria oflicer retained costody of the (2) pistols for Turther state
prosecution.

On July 13, 2010 Phoenix Police Department (PPD) SR

Carlon’s Auto Service located at 3501 W. Lincoln Ave., Phoenix. AZ Il

numerous fircarms in 2 backroom Mhﬂing “loaded up.”
The PPD Detective was aware of this ongoing ATF fircarms trafficking investigation
{Operation Fastand Purious) and coordinated with Phoenix Group VI agents. This
business had previously been identilied as being 4 related business for fircarms
trafficking activities as part of this investigation. ATF Group VI agents and PPD
Detectives went to the business to conduct an interview. They obtained consent and
subsequently recovered 73 fircarms, as follows: 200 AK-47 variant rifles, 1 —Barrett .50
caliber rifle, 1~ AR-15 rifle. approximately 50 — semi-automatic pistols {mainly 9mm
caliber), approximately 250~ 75 round drum magazines for 7.62 caliber rounds, as well
as other vanous magazines and assorted ammunition. The traces of the fircarms indicate
that mnany arc recently purchased by known straw purchasers in this investigation. Some
of the Ymm pistols appear to be used (secondary market) fircarms and this recovery took
place following a large gun show in Phoenix, AZ the previous weekend (July 9-11,
2010, The 250 - 75 round drum magazines retail for over $200.00 each which totals

irore than $30,000.00 worth of magazines. This recovery adds o the total of 16Y
firearms recovered in the previous 25 days by Group VI agents and GRIT agents
assigned to Group VI as part of Southwest Border Fircarms Trafficking investigations,

RO

HOGR ATF - 002488
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From: Gillewt. George T Ir.

Sent: Monday, February 07,2001 1120 AM

To: Gribble. Christine A

Subject: FW: Phoenix Field Division SWB Brieling Paper Submissions
Attachments: Phoenix SWB Submissions U2-3-2011.doc

Lepologive for the tardy paper, Dwasin Tutsgo on Bloay

Gearge

From: Simpson, Kevin

Sent: Friday, Pebrgary 04, 2011 11027 AM

To: Gillett, George 1. I

Subject: Phoénix Feld Division SWB Briefing Paper Submissions

George,

| have attached our division's submissions for the SWB Briefing Paper for your review. Please forward to
Christine Gribble by COB, today. Thankvou,

spevial Agent Revin Simpson
Division Operations Officer
LS, Departmentof justice - ATFE

201 B Washington Street - R
Phoenix, Avizona 85004-2428

HOGR ATF - 002489
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PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION
Investigations:
Phoeniy VH Gunrunner

7835115-10-0004, Operation Fast and Furious: (OCDETF investigation) On January 19,
2011, the Federal Grand Jury in the Distriet of Adizona returned a 33 count indictment
charging 20 individuals with a variety of charges that include; Conspiracy (3713, Dealing
in Firearms withont a License {9222 1 A), False Statement in Connection with the
Acquisition of a Firearm (924 a 1 A), Conspiracy to Possess a Firearm in Furtherance of
a Drug Trafficking Offense (924 o), Money Laundering (1956), Possession/Conspiracy to
Possessa Controlled Substance with Intent 1o Distribute (841 & 846, Add and Abet {21
On January 25", 2011, the ATF Phoenix Field Division, Phoenix Group VI, along with
numerous other federal and local law enforcement agencies, concluded this Hrearm
trafficking investigation with the arrest of 18 individuals and the execntion of four search
warrants, During the execution of the ubove mentioned arrest and search warrants, as
well as an additional consent search, 12 firearms, body armor, ammunition, two pounds
of methamphetamine, numerous pounds of marijuana, scales, computers, documents, and
packaging material were recovered. Several of the suspects provided interviews on scene
to ATF agents and to Mexican Law Enforcement Officials, present on scene. which
resulted in additional feads and information that is currently being follow-up.

On February 2, 2011, the United States Marshals Service developed information that the
main suspect and fugitive in this investigation, Manual Fabian Celis-Acosta was hiding in
arelative’s house in Bl Paso, Texay, The USMS foltowed up accordingly and arrested
Acostain Bl Paso. Two ATF agents from Phoenix flew to El Paso and conducted an
interview with Acosts. AR

Juan Martinez-Gonzales still remains at large as a
Federal fugitive. His location is currently being sought by the United States Marshals
Service, ‘Additional indictments are anticipated in this investigation.

RC-2
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From: ATF
Sent: Thursday, December 17,2009 1:37 PM
To: Gillett, George T, Ir.

Subject: RE:

From: Gilelt, George 7. 01,
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2009 1128 AM
To: Newell, William D,

051 bas notyet finished @ link diagram on this investigation. Therefore; there is'ho "chart” in existence diagramming
this investigation. lorren Leadmon and crew are currently working on such e link-dizgram chart, but it is not yet

mmp!ete M. Leadmon did have 5 power point that geve an overview of the case and that has been forwarded 1o G5

i FHoweyer, that power point is about 1 weelk old, so the info is already a bit dated. GSe _'emci M. Leadmon are
speakmg onva regular basis, so the ines.of communication are now the eguivalent of the pmverbfai firg hose. During
ene of their conversations, Lorren micﬁ Fdhat Ray Bowley received a briefing on the investigation this week and
mientioned the possibility of needing to shutthe investigation down dueito the large number of gunsthat-have already
been trafficked. Therefore, | spoke with Bay Bowley today and explained that even though the identified straw-
purchasers bought approximately 175 guns last week slope, we have slowed down the FRL on Tuture purchases ard are
obtaining intellisence directly related to this investigation from Ray did e¥press some concers
regarding the total number of guns that have been purchased by this straw-purchase scheme. | cautionad Ray on not
aomngany type of informal calculstions on purchese numbers as that Bkelp will resull in double countine ot firearms
{eounting purchased guns pswell agrecovered punsh, LV have also advised that we will slow the purchasersdown as
much as possible, but we have not identified the network yvet. The result will be that the responsible conspirators will
have new straw-purchasers operations! before we complete the booking paperwork. | have asked Bay to consider me
his chrect pointol contact onany futire guestions and/or concernsand bwilldo the same with Bl Lhave alsb spoken
with Kevire O Keale today and maintainthose inesof communication,

Asforplans to proceed, Fhave asked Mr.A Fi -to begin preparing 2 white paper that outlines progress todate aswalla

a plans for proceeding with the investigation. | know that he wants to take the information from the
M P have also asked Mr ] to prepare 3 st of resources that HO can provide

ipersonneband sguipment) Wisupport this investigation will keep vou posted as things arise.

George T. Gillett
Assisant Special Agentin Charge
= Phoenix Field Division
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iz*”mm:é ATF
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2010 4:44 PM
To: Gillewt, George T, Ir,

Subject: CBP port contacts

Georgs,

R oo e o to ke Jof the
polymer stock AK-47s, Unknowr obviously how long these

fivearms will stay around Phoeniy, mavbe arday, mavbe aweek, Thnow youand the SAC both have contact with CBPSAC

level officials tor CBP 'whether it be In the State of Arizong or Bl Paso, TH, Canwe give a hesds up communication and 5
solid point of contact for the weekend,

Group Supenvisor

Phoenix Gmui Vil

HOGR ATF - 002492
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From: Newell, William D.

Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2010 9:04 AM

To; Needles, Jumes R.; Gillett: George T, Jr.

Subject: Fw: RESPONSE Requested by C.O.B. Thursday February [8th - SWB Bricting Paper
Attachments: SWB Bricting Paper - February 8. 2010.do¢

Plogse snsurgedch office is submiting something by this ERnow for g fach that sach olfice has something SWE related
oR-going in el otices, Phoanix ViFand Tucsont seem o be the only grolps consistent with dhis,

2 hews

SnecialAgent in Charge

ATE ?iaimi* iiiii Division (AZ amd bbd)

i

NOTICE: This elecroni ransmission is confidential and inlended-only for the personis) to whom it s addressed. 1 you
have receved this ansmisson i aror, please notify the sender by retury eomaland destroy s mestage o ils antirely
{including all allachmants),

From: Simpson, Kevin

To: Phoe-CE Supervisors; Phoe-10 Supervisors) Atencio, Mario L.

Co: Cook, Nancy F.

Sent: Tue Feh 16 19:30:19 2010

Subiject: RESPONSE Requested by C.O.B. Thursday February 18th - SWB Briefing Paper

Supervisors,

' 1 % i ?} R 5. r33 P i, o g
Please respond by C.O.B, this Thursday Felruary 18 with any case summaries/updates (inchide title and case
pumberbyow might have for cur division's submission to the SWEB Brisfing Paper. The latest paper iy attached

fesr wour review.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

Southwest Border Initiative
(Project Gunrunner)

Biweekly Update

Fehruary §, 2010

The following is a biweekly update on significant evenis related to the Southwest Border Initiative, The
information is collecied from the different ATF offices involved in this initlative and Intended for ATF use
only.

FIELD OPERATIONS

DALLAS FIELD DIVISION
Investigations:

El Paso Field Oflice

RC-2

1
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION

Investigations:

Phoenix Group VII
RC-2

785115-10-0004 Jacob Chambers et al: This case is a large scale conspiracy with more than 20 connected straw

purchasers. Thus far in the investigation (September through present), the group has purchased over 850
firearms; most of which are the AK-47 variant 7.62 assault nifles and the F.N. Herstal 5.7 mm pistols.
Approximately 150 of those firearms have been recovered in Mexico or near the Mexico border. This past
week, members of this arganization have purchased two 50 caliber rifles (Bushmaster and Barrett). They have
guestioned the FFL concerning how to obtain NFA machineguns. Last week, thiy case was presented by ATF
and granted OCDETF status by the Phoenix committee who will forward the proposal to the Houston Regional
Commitiec, I

Tucson Group 1
RO-Z

I SENSITIVE

%
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Froms Gillew, George 1o

SNent: Eriday. Feboyary 26, 2010337 PM

Tor Newell Willam T

0 MNeedies, Jomes B

Bubject: FW: Phoeniy Plield Dibvidion Submissions Belated o Midizo Cartels
Adtachments: Phooni Pigld Division=-MexCartelNex ook

Greb s e pheng B b BOn By Parwitr reac e el Bl i se

Ehaid s i U attachad de e =

Lporee T U8

From: Simpson; kevin

Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2010 4:18 PM

To: Meedies, Tames B,

Lok Glliert, Geoprge 7.0,

Subject: Phoenix Field Division Submissions Related 1o Mexico Cartels

H,

Attached for your review you will Hnd summaries of the cases provided by our group supervisors, Stuart Lowrey's refinest asked for the
following response. Please respond by 12:00 pom. {Eastern), on Friday, February 26, 2010, by e-mail to FMS Prograrm Analyst Tanya Young
and Special Agent Doak Dyer. Negative replies are required,

Today, atollow-up emall came out with three attachments suggesting cases BHO thought were In NEORCE and had & Mexicn cartel nexus, One
long st included many cases from pur Tleld division that were not cartel related o even SWEB related. | suspectthat st focused ongangs. The
orher two lists were basically the same and identified Phoenix Fleld Division cases, as follows,

RL-2
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Phoenix Field Division — Project Gunrunner Investigations with a Nexus to Mexico Cartels
February 25, 2010

Phoenix Group |
RO-2

Yuma Satellite Office
R

Phoenix Group V11
RC-2

HOGR ATF - 002497
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785115-10-0004 Jacob Chambers et al

Thm case is a large scale conspiracy ﬂf interconnected straw purchasers. Since
September 2009, this group has purchased over 900 firearms; most of which are the AK-47
variant 7,62 assault rifles and the F.N, Herstal 5.7 mm pistols. Of those fircarms purchased by
the group approximately 150 have been recovered in Mexico or near the Mexico Border with a
short ime-to-crime; some as little as one day. New straw purchasers are continually being

identified as part of this investigation.

This is an approved ATF OCDETF investigation (SWAZP0496), ATF is continuing 1o receive
whmh gvierwhelmingly shows the connection amongst these straw

o

This investigation has lies

tothe Smaloa Cantel

Tucson Group 1
RC-2

Turson Group 11
B2
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From: Nowell, Willlam D,

Senty Thursday, December 16, 2000 227 PM

To: Gillett, George T, Jro: Zicha, Marjorie L,

Subject: December Fast und Furious BP for SAC(2)
Attachments: December Fast and Furious BP for SAC{(2).docx

Please veview and send back to me with "LE Sensitive — For Official Use Only” watermark inthe appropriate
Haces, Thanks

HOGR ATF - 002499
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Brieline Paper
Phoenix Field Division
Phoenix Group VIHHOCDETE Strike Force/Gunrunner)
ATE Investigation 785115100004
Operation: Fast & Furous, OCDETE No, SW-AZP-0496

Case Background

The Phoenix Group VI Field Office is leading an investigation entitled “Operation Fast &
Furious” in conjunction with Tmmigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Drug Enforcement
Admimistration: {DEA), Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and the Phoenix Police Department
(PPD). This operation was approved as an OUDETE case by the Southwest Region as SW-AZP-
0496,

Since October 2009, ATF and the other pariners listed above have been investigating a fivearm
trafficking organization that 1s being funded by the Sinaloa drug trafficking organization (DTO).
a narcotics trafficking organization well known for violent criminal activity in Mexico. This
organization s alse involved in wafficking firearms to Mexico, and smuggling cocame and
marijuana into southern Artzona-to be distributed throughout the United States. - The OCDETE
investigation of this organization s addressing violations of Pederal Laws 1o include Fuoearms,
Narcotics, Money Laundering. and Conspiracy Laws,

Agents believe that the Phoenix-based Tirearm traflicking group is actively purchasing lrearms
through “straw™ purchasers using narcotics proceeds, From October 2009 to October 2010 agents
have documented that this organivation spent approximately - 125 muillion dollars 1o -cash ot
various Phoenix arca Federal Firearms Licensees (o acquire in exeess of 1900 firearms. The
fircarms are then being watficked into Mexico using false compartments in various vehicles
through various internatonad Ports of Entry in Arizona and Texas,

andd many other investigative techniques to further the investigation. Through these
investigative technigues agents have been able to identify a large number of additional co-
conspirators and disrapt the legal activities of this firearms trafficking organization by scizing
numerous Tirearms and narcotics. To date, over three hundred frearms and over fifty pounds of
marijuana have been recovered by agents inoaddinion o the numerous Tirearms and narcotic
setzures in Mexico related 1o this investigation.

Over the past several wecks agents, in compunction with the investigative paragrs and the United
States Attorney’s Office tUSAO ) have been prepaving for the indictment of B8 ndividuals i this
investigation.  Agents initially anticipated a first wave of indictments on December 7, 2010.
However. i light of additional evidence obtamed in support of this investigation and
investigative offorts on the part of IRS the first wave of approximately 20 indictments have been

HOGR ATF - 002500
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pushed back another 30 days. The reasons for this include the very proactive stance the IRS has
taken during ‘the past several wegks

In addition the USAO has agreed to approve the
inclusion of five Federal search warrants. The additional preparation for the search warrants and
RC-3 coupled with available Grand Jury time. has pushed the indictment date to
the week of January 10, 201 L

On December 3 SAC Newell and ASAC Needles met with USA Burke, Chief of Criminal
Cunninghum and the lead AUSA Tor this case and discussed all these mutiers.

It should be further noted that firearms purchasing and traflicking activity by this organization
has subsided significantly since early October of this year. This is due to several tactors not the
least of which are the many proactive measures taken by the agents assigned to Phoenix Group
VIL It should also be noted that throughout the course of the investigation nuinerous seizures
were made by other State. local and Federal law enforcement agencies st the direction of
Phoenix Group VI in order to ensure the seized firearms did not reach their intended destination
but also to ensure the leadership of this firearms trafficking organization was not “tipped off™ to
the proactive measures taken while the larger conspiracy case was being prepared for the USAO.

List of Defendants Relerred to USAD for Prosecution:

P
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Proposed Charges:

. Title 18, United States Code, Section 554, Smuggling Goods from the United States;

Title 18, United States Code. Section 922(a) 1), Dealing in Fircarms without a License:

Title 18, United States Code, Section 922(ax 5}, Transferring Fircarms to-a Non-Resident
of the Siate:

Title 18, United States Code, Section 922(a)(6) Making a False Statement in Conpection
with the Acquisition of a Firearnmi;

. Title 18, United States Code. Section 924{a)(1)(A) Making a False Statement in

Connection with the Acquisition of a Firearny

Title 18, United States Code, Section 924(n), Interstate/Intermnational Firearms
Trafficking;

Title 18 United States Code, Sections 92410y and 92440, Use of a Plredrm in
Furtherance of a Drug Trafficking Offense/Conspiracy to Usea Fircarm in Furtherance
of a Drug Tratbickme Offense;

Title T8, Umited States Code, Section 1343, Wire Fraud:

Title 18, United States Code. Section 1956, Money Laundering;

10, Title 18, United States Code, Section 371, Conspiracy to Commit any Offense Against
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the Uinited Sues

11 Title 21, United States Code. Sections 841 and 846, Possession/Conspiracy to Possess g
Controlled Substance with Intent to Distritbute;

12. Title 21, United States Code. Sections 960 and 963, Import/Conspiracy to Import 4
Controlled Substance:

13.Title 22, United States Code, Seetion 2778, AtterptExport Munitions without @ License:

4. Title 31, United States Code. Section 5324, Structuring Transactions to Evade Reporting
Requircnwentsyand

15, Title 31, United States Code, Section 5332, Bulk Cash Smuggling;
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From: Gillen, George T, Ir,

Sent: Fnday, December 11, 2000 10:19 AM

To: Gribble: Christine A.

Subject: FW; Updated Phoenix Field Division SWB Brieling Paper Submissions
Attachments: Phoenix SWB Submissions 12-10-2009 doc

Halbo 4

it f g

Phoe ok Subsissnn

Thank v

Frome Simpson, Kevin

Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2009 2:05 PM

To: Gillett, George 7000

Ce: DQuinonez, Louis A,

Subiect: Updated Phoenix Field Division SWB Briefing Paper Submissions

George,

Attached you will find the updated briefing paper that includes submissions from Phoenix Vil and Tucson L.
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PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION

Liaison, Training, Media, and Other SWB Interaction:

RC-2
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Investigations:

Phoenix Group Vil
RC-2

TRE115-10-0004, Jacoh Chambers, et al

Thiscase is a-large scale conspiracy of over adozen interconneciod straw purchasers.
Thus far in the investigation {September through present) that group has purchased over
350 firgarms most of which are the AK-47 variant 7.62 assault rifles or the F.N. Herstal
5.7 mm pistols. OF those 350 fircarms purchased by the group approximately 50 have
been recovered in Mexico or near the Mexico Border (the serial numbers are continually
being updated and changed thus affecting the trace resulis) with a short time-to-crime,
some as little as one day.. Agents are entering the lirearms into the suspect gun database,
conducting daily surveillance of suspects;

preparing OCDETF Initiation paperwork, starting a linancial investigation into
the guarter of a million dollars in cash ($250.000.00) used thus far to purchase firearms
RIRC-3

(T ) [11ther connect the conspitacy.

Tueson Group 1
R-2
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From; Gillett, George Ty,

Sent: Monday. December 28, 2000 10:35 AM

To: Gribble, Christine A,

Subject: FW: Phoenix Field Division SWB Briefing Paper Submissions
Attachments: Phoenix SWB Subnuisstons 12-23-2009 doex

Chrstivg «

Chope yoal Bed 2 greal Chestad. Herd's the Phoonis Divisios tubmigsoh,

Leares

Fromy: Simpson, Kevin

Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2009 B 26 AM

To: Gillett, George T, Jr,

Zubject: Phoenix Field Division SWB Briefing Paper Submissions

George,

Please review and forward our division's SWB Briefing Paper submissions to Christine Gribbie a1

pet |
i by C.0.8, Monday December 287
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PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION

Investigations:

Pheenix Group 1

Phoenix Group VI
-2

TR5115:10-0004: Jaecob Chambers et i
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This case is a large scale conspiracy with RCEMMN ntcrconnected straw purchasers.
Thus far in the investigation {(September through present) the group has purchased over
S00 firearms. Most of these firearms are the AK-47 type 7.62 assault rifles and the FN.
Herstal 5.7 mum pistols. Of those 300 firearms purchased by the group approximately 50
have beenrecoversd an Mesicoor near the Mexico Border (the seriad numbers are
continually being updated and changed thus affecting the trace results) with short ime-to-
crimes; some as little as one day. In one tecovery on or about December 10, 2009,
Mexican authorities recovered 300 Kilos of cocaine, 85 pounds of methamphetaming, two
miltion dollars US currency and over 40 firearms. Of those 40 firearms approximately 14
firearms: were originally purchased by this crew.  Additionally. the group supervisor and
special agents from Group VI met with DEA officials.

Las Cruoces Group 1
-2
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From: Booth, David 5. (1AQ)

Sent: Monday. July 12,2010 3:13 PM

To: Gillett, George T, I,

Subjeet: FW: not that you-can or want to talk about it

George, please see below about SIEDO. Canwe share anything lwhat?] with them? Thank you,

ATEEA Davig S, Booth
internations! Affairs Office
Program Manager-Mexico

o0 v ave. e, K

Washington, DU 20226
e

From: Fasciani, Dennis C.

Sant: Monday, July 12, 2010 2:58 PM

To: Booth, David 5. (JAD)

Subject: RE: not that your fan of want to'talk about it

Caryyou cheek with Phobaod and soe bow myeh Doansharg with SHDO o PATINGTY They havenioboss ol of his
purcheand want o know whalwesre doing phout by,

From: Booth, David 5. (1aD)

Sent: Monday, July 12, 2010 1:52 PM

Yo Fasciani, Dennis C.

Subject: not that you can or want to talk about i

CASE TITLE: CHAMBERS, Jacob. et al CASE NUMBER: 785115-10-0004

On July 8, 2010 TF agenis learned that Uriel PATINO was
10 purchase numerous firearms on behalf of Francisco Javier PONCE, Agents conducted surveillance as
PATINO purchased ten {10) WASR 7.62 caliber rifles from a local Phoenix FFL. PATINO was followed away
and observed fo meet with another vehicle and transfer the firearms. Surveillance units Tollowed this vehicle
away and coordinated with the Phoenix Police Department to conduect a traftic stop on this second vehicle. The
driver was an admitted illegal alien with no valid driver’s Heense. The passenger was identified as Fruneisoo

Javier PONCE. The vehicle was towed and an inventory search conducted. The ten (10) WASR 7.02 cahiber
rifles purchased by PATING were recovered by ATF agents as part of this investigation. Additionally a
handgun was located in the vehicle and the illegal alien driver was arrested and booked as a prohbited
possessor for this firearm.

ATES4 Dovid 5. Booth
International Afalrs Ofice
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Bropram WMansper-Maion

99 MY Ave. NE,

Wasnineton, DO 20228
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From: Mencal, Yolanda M.

Sent: Priday. Jnly 16,2010 2:26 PM

To: Newell, William D Cook. Nancy F.; Gillent, George T, Jr.; Needles, James R Mangan, Thomas G
Simpson, Kevin; Zicha, Marjorie L.

Subjects July 10to July 15 2010 GRIT Performance Report

Attachments: July 1010 July 15 2010 GRIT Performance Report.docy

Good morning everyone,

Thiz is the GRIT Beport forjuly 10 = 16, i there are anv amendments, additions or deletions to be made to the report,
please advise me so ) can make the changes prior to sending the report to BHO,

Thanks.

HOGR ATF - 002512
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Performance Report

Mumberof Investigative Leads al the Startof GRIT (May 1 2010)

Phoenix Gun Runner Impact Teams (GRIT)

WA

Mumber of New lnvestigalive Leads

81

Total Leads

Number of Leads investigated

g g5

Mumber of New Aciual Criminal Cases Opened 3 44

Number of Existing Investigations Supporied by GRIT § 78

RNumber of Defendants Recommaended fof Prosecution & 20

Mumber of Referrals 1o UB LE Agencies 0 0

Numberof Ligison Activities with. the Gov. of Mexco g 5

Numberof Firearms/Other Evidence Sezad/ Recoverad by ATF or Uther LE She
Agencias Acting on ATF Information 783 fitearms

5 A 44,740 Rmﬁsds

Fourds of dmmunition

F000 Curerny

A74 Dovaine

461 geams.
Math

Coorars Manuara

800 carrency

B35 g Locaing

2144 grams
Methamphetaming

7B.8 g. Marijuana

Cither
Mumberof FEL Inspoctions Iniialed 42 508
BMurmber of BEL Inspecions Completed 40 347
FFL Adverse Actions Recommended:
Mumber of Warning Lelters/Waming Confarences 0 42
Mumber of Revooations {Recommended by Division and Concurred by HOY o 0
mMumber ol Linenses Surrendered in Lieu of Hevocalion 0 0
Number of Criminal Enforcement Referrals Made by I0Isi0c ATFLE 7 a5

S

i

Papelnd 5
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DALMY Pnar M BN s R Y

Phoenix Group VII {OCDETY Strike Force)

785115-10-0004 OPERATIONS FAST AND FURIOUS

On July 12, 2010, Federal Parolee, Kenneth Thompson was arrested and charged on Arizona
state charges of Hit and Run and Felon in Possession of a Ficearm alter fleeing from Peoria
Police Depariment patrol units. ATF provided Peoria Police with information that
Thompson was in possession of firearns as part of an active Pt case; Operation
Fast & Furious, 7851 15-10-0004. Thompson fled from officers and crashed his vehicle into
acinder block wall after jumping the train tracks near the intersection of 67" Lane and Grand
Avenue, Peorta, AZ. Both Thompson and the unidentified passenger fled the scene on foot
and a short time later Peoria Police officers captured Thompson approximately Y2 mile from
the scene, Thompson suffered a broken leg and was transported to a local hospital for
treatment. the passenger was never located. Thompson was released from Federal custody in
September of 2009, after serving approx unately 60 months after he entered a plea of guilty to
21 USC 846, Conspiracy to Possess Marijuana in Febroary 2004 During an inventory search
ol the vehicle. Peoria police officers recovered (20) ROMARM/CUGIR, 7.62x39 caliber
rifles from the bed of the truck. The firearms had been purchased earlier that day by a
subject identified as @ straw purchaser in the coinciding ATF investigation. In addition. (2)
pistbls were recovered from the cab compartient of the vehicle. ATE agents took custady of
the {20y ROMARM 7.62x39 caliber rifles as part-of the ongoing ATF investigation. Peoria
officer retained custody of the (2) pistols for further state prosecution.

On uly 13, 2010, Phoenix Police Department (PPD)

“arfon’s Auto Service focated at 3501 W Lincoln Ave., Phoenix, AZ

. . » : 5
aumerous lrearms in a backroom R

being “loaded up.” The
Fast and Furious) and coordinated with Phoenix Group VH agents. This business had
previously been identified as being a related business for fircarms trafficking activitics as
part of this nvestigation.  ATF Group VI agents and PPD Detectives went to the business to
conduct an interview. They obtained consent and subsequently recovered 73 Oirearms, as
follows: 20 AK-47 yariant rifles. 1~ Barrett 50 caliber vifle, 1~ AR-13 rifle. approximately
50 - semi-avlomatic pistols {mamly 9mm caliber), approximately 250 - 75 round drum
maguazines for 7.62 caliber rounds, aswell as other varions magazines and assorted
armmunition. The traces of the firearms tndicate that many arc recently purchased by known
straw purchasers in this vestigation. Some of the 9w pistols appear to be used (secondary
market) fircarms and this recovery took place following o large gun show in Phoenix, AZ the
previous weekend (July 9-11, 2010y, The 250 - 75 round drum magazines retail for over
$200.00 cach which wials more than $30.000.00 worth of mugazines. This recovery adds to
the total of 169 firearms recovered in the previous 25 days by Group VI agents and GRIT
agents assigned to Group VI as part of Southwest Border Fircarms Trafficking
inyestigations,

PATRENEOIRD R e

Pave dols
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From: Gribble. Chinstine A,

Sent: Wednesday, July 21,2010 9:25 AM

To: Newell, Willam Do Needles, James R Cook, Nancy F o Simpson, Keving Merical, Yolanda M. Gillett,
George T, Jr.

Subject: Julv 19-GRIT Performance Report

Aftachments: July 19 GRIT Performance Report.docx

Good morning. Attached is the subject Phoenix GRIT Performance report.

The next report will be due on July 23. Thanks, Christine

HOGR ATF - 002515

DOJ-FF-51443



B A R SR R B Ay i
Ty BN R kR

i,

S
e
.

Phoenix Gun Rupner hnpact Teams (GRIT)

Performance Report
July 19, 2010

MNumber of Investigalive Leads al the Slart ol GHRIT iMay 1, 2010}

Number of New lnvestigative Leads

Total Leads

Mumber of Leads Investigated 10 a5
Number of New Actug! Crininal Cases Opened 3 a4
Mumber of Existing Thvestigations Supported by GRIT 0 78
Mumber of Delendanis Becommended for Prosecution 5 20
Number or Referrals to U5, LE Agencies 0 0
MNumber of Liaison Activities with the Gov. of Mexico o 5

Humber of Frearms/Other Bvidence Seized/Becovered by ATE or Significant
Seizures by Diher LE Agencies Acting on ATF Information

B35 firaarms

1,091 firearms

817 rounds of
amrmiunition

A5 8532 rounds of
amminiion

BBO0 in elrrency

3749 oocaing

535 9. cocaing

B1.7q
methamphataming

3d8q
methampretamineg

28.3 g mariuana

104.8 g omaniuana

pther
Mumberof FFL Inspections Assignad 42 508
Mumber of FEL Inspections Completed 40 347
FFL Adverse Actions Recommended:
Mumber of Warning Letters'Warning Conlergnces g a2
Mumber of Hevocations (Becomimended By Division and Concuriad by HOY o 4]
MNumber of Licenses Surendered in'Lisu of Bevocation o g
Mumber of Criminal Enforcement Referrals Made by 101s 1o ATFLE 7 a5

HOGR ATF - 002516
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7851 15-10-0004 Operation Fast and Furious

On July 12, 2010, Federal Parolee Kenneth Thompson was arrested and charged on Arizona
state charges of Hit and Run and Felon in Possession of a Firearm after lleeing rom Peoria
Police Department patrol units. ATF provided Peoria Police with information that
Thompson was in possession of firearms as part of an ar:‘tiwzca&e {Operation
Fast & Furious). Thompson fled from officers and crashed his vehicle into a cinder block
wall after jumping the train tracks near the intersection of 67" Lane and Grand Avenue,
Peoria, AZ. Beth Thompson and the unidentified passenger fled the scepe on foot and a
short time later. Peoria Police officers captured Thompson approximately Y2 mile from the
scene. Thompson suffered a broken leg and was transported to 4 local hospital for treatment.
The passenger was never located. Thompson was released from Federal custody in
September of 2009, after serving approximately 60 months for 21 USC 846, Conspiracy to
Possess Marijuana in February 2004, During an inventory search of the vehicle, Peoria
police officers recovered 20 ROMARM/CUGIR 7.62x39 ealiber rifles from the bed of the
truck. The fivearms had been purchased earlier that day by a subject identified as a straw
purchaser in the coinciding ATE investigation. In addition, two pistols were tecovered from
the cab compartment of the vehicle. ATF agents took custody of the 20 ROMARM 7.62x39
caliber rifles as part of the ongoing ATF investigation. A Peoria officer retained custody of
the two pistols for further state prosecution.

On July 13. 2010, the Phoenix Police Department (PPD ){Ag
arlon’s Auto Service, located at 3501 W, Lincoln Ave.. Phoenix, AZ [

numoerous fircarmsin a backreom hcmg “foaded up.” The
PPD Detective was aware of ongoing ATF investigation Operation Fast and Furious and
coordinated with Phoenix Group VIl agents. This business had previously been identified as
being a related business for fircarms trafficking activities as part of this investigation. ATE
Group VI agents and PPD Delectives went fo the business to conduct an interview. They
obtained consent and subsequently recovered 73 firearms, as follows: 20 AK-47 vanant
rifles. | Barrett . 50 caliber rifle, 1 AR-15 ritle. approximately 50 semi-automatic pistols
{mainly 9mm caliber), approximately 250 75 round drum magazines for 7.62 caliber rounds.
as well as other various magazines and assorted ammunition. The traces of the hrearms
indicate that many were recently purchased by known straw purchasers in this investigation.
Seime of the 9mm pistols- appear to be used {sceondary market) fircarms and this recovery
ook place following a large gun show in Phoenix, AZ the previous weckend (luly 9-11,
20101 The 2350 75 round drum magazines refail for over $200.00 cach, which totals more
than $30.000.00 worth of magazines, This recovery adds to the total of 169 frearms
recovered in the previous 25 days by Group VI agents and GRIT agents assigned to Group
VI as part of Southwest Border Firearms Trallicking investigations.

i PAdENT N NEETIYE

Pape d ol 3
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From: ATF
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2010 9:58 PM

To: Hurley, Emory tUSAAZ Y, Gillett, George T, Jr.

Subject: We areon point with why guns walk and why we need o T- 11
Attachments: Dot.dot

Gentlemen,

notthat either ef youneed me to'convince you'butthe ATF ROL {attached) dated 7 days ago 6nd separatecase sito the
point,

#  Female purchases 5 AK-47 varlant rifles.

# . Three are traced to Mexico, short time to orime.

#  ATFinterviews her; she sold oneto “Sammy”™ at 2 party, don’t know how to get 3 hold of Sammy. Shesold two
to Mapual think be ls i jall pow. The other twoshe left at her apartment when she was kicked out berause she
only had 1 hour 1o move gl ber things out and she left them behind, no idea where they are now...

We need a'wire totie it all together!

Thanks for your continued support,

HOGR ATF - 002518
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From: Hoover, William L

Sent; Thursday, July D1, 2010523 PM

To: Siskel, Bdward N {ODAG) (UMDY Michalic, Mark (ODAG) (IMD)
Subject: AY seizutes re puns o MX

£d and Mark,
lust wanted to share two seizures made this week in separate cases from AZ.

1)SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT/ACTIVITY:

Recovery of twenty-seven (27) firearms that were straw purchased.

NARRATIVE OF INCIDENT/ACTIVITY:

ROC-2

NARRATIVE OF INCIDENT/ACTIVITY:

On June 38, 2818 as part of an ongoing OCDETFinvestigatian into
Southwest Border Firearms Trafficking activity ATF Phoenix Group VII agents
dssisled by Lhe Phoenix Police Departmenl conducled g Lraffic slop un
Alfredo CELIS (a 19 year old Hispanic male.) CELIS had recently purchased
twenty (20) Century International Arms, WASR-18, 7.62 caliber rifles (an
AK-47 variant) from a local Phoenix FFL. CELIS was traveling in a motor
vehicle for which the license plate was not valid in the State of Arizona.
The vehicle was towed for impound and the above firearms were taken into
ATF custody as part of this ongoing investigation. Also recovered from
inside the vehicle and purchased by CELIS were twenty (20) 7.62 caliber

HOGR ATF - 002521
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high capacity magazines. CELIS paid a total of $11,@00.060 cash ftor the
above items. ATF utilized a Phoenix Police Department narcotics detection
canine (K-9) which altered on the $11,000.88 cash as being positive for the
presence of narcotics residue.

Billy

William J. Hoover
Executive Assistant Director

RC-1
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