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Background

1. This investigation has currently identifiod more theniATF

individual connected straw

purchasers. Mose suspects are being identified as the 8CGpG af the investigation expands.

To date
(September 2009 ~ present) this group has purchased in excess of 650 firgarms (mainly
AR-A7 variants) Tor Whic}h ihey have paid cash totaling more than $350,000.00.

2. To date there have been five (5) notable seizure events connected with this group, and
approximately 53 fircarms originalty purchased by this proup have been recovered,
Three of these seizures have been in the Country of Mexico, one recovery in Douglas,
AZ, and one recovery in Nogales, AZ. The U.S, recoverles were both believed to be

destined for Mexico. Tt should be noted however that there

hag been one seizure in the

Phoenix arca related 1o the ongoing DEA narcoties trafficking investigation.
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with information being obtained from the _ This ig being bourdinated’ out
the Phoenix OCDETEF Strike Force, of which Phoenix Group V11 is & full-time member,
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8. On-Janary 5, 2010, ASAC IRGSEE: cose agent SA i
AUSA BEmory Hurley, who is the lead federal progecutor on this matter. Investigative
and prosecution strategics were discussed and a determination was made that there was

ATF

gathered, This mvestigation was briefed to United States Attorney Demmis Buke, who

concurs with the asssssment of his line prosecutors and fully supports the continuation of

this investigation. Futthermors, Phoenix Special Agent in Charge Newell has repeatedly

met. with USA Burke regarding the on-going: statug of this investigation andi  ATF
ATF S

10, A juind stiategy/deconfliction meeling is planned for Friday, January 15, 2010, with
.representatives from ICE, DEA, and ATF. This investigation, as well as other ongoing
investigations, will be bricfed to all pr-asmt.' It should be noted that deconfliction in the
QCDETF Surike Force is wot the issue, rather there are several Arizons ICH offices
mvelved in this investigation due to the location of the firearms seizures and covrdination
between the various ICE offices has been problematic. Even though ICE has a group at
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the OCDETH Strike Force the other TCH offioes in Arizona ave nndar different ABACE
and thet has oroated a coordinetlon issis amongst all partiea involved, Phoenix SAC
Nowell has previously requesied thet ICB coordinate all thelr investigative aotivity ont of
the OCDEIF Sirike Foros, of whioch ICE is a wember, 3n order to elitdinate the
requirement of the ATF Stilke Toree fo iry fo cootdinate with sevetal different YCB
offices. This will be discussed at the Jamuary 15 meeting, ‘

" Investigatiye Téchniques a/o Efforfg Used to Date

Tuvestigntive Strategy

12, This invesfigation is serrently being conducted in conjunstion with the Phoenix A,
OCDITT sitike fotoe. ATE Phoentx VILs the lead investigating enforoement group in
fhe firearms trafficking pottion of this investigation. A formal OCDETY proposal i8
completed and will be presented on Jamary 26, 2009, in fortherancs of this nvestigation,
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