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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
August 29, 2017 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD, JR. 
THE BLACK VAULT 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384-4520 

FOIPA Request No.: 1219492-000 
Subject: FILE NUMBER 80-HQ-760 (1945-
1989) 

 
Dear Mr. GREENEWALD: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.  Enclosed is one CD containing 1,057 pages of previously processed 
documents and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no 
charge. 

 
Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release.   

 
For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 

security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site:  https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be 
easily identified. 
 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

Enclosure   2  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home
mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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• UNIT·EP .. 

'.TQ l,ffi. E. P. DATE : September. 13, ~945 

·F~OM .. MR. D. J. 
r~ v.r. Tolson.=~­

l!r., E. A. Ta.."T.l 
.I l.!r. Clegg. · - - -. 

£} ~1',;__- ~~-- "~ /) • +- .. ::: ~~x!~ : ~-- -_ .. 
RESEARCH' . ~ ~'U(;.C4.-c.v~. Nichols 
SOtrriD DEVICES ' ~ I ~: ~~~~ ~~~_._,..:_ ..... _ 
TEtEPllC>NE MICROPHONE UNIT · ~~ t::: ~~on. ·-

~.~r. l!emon . · · 
1!r; PenningtOn 

' 'Iher.e is attached hereto two suggestions of Special Agent l.!r. Quinn T~- ' 
'l'ele • Root:~ __,.....,.. 1 

.J .. J. ·Hill of_, the Electrical Section proposing research projects in con­
n.ection wi~cal surveillances. Also attached is a memorandum of 
Jfq.". J?fafman ¥pressil)g his beli~f that both suggestions ~re merl"t!orious-. 

l.!r. Nease · --
ll1ss- Beall.~ -- - - I 
Mlss Gandy 

The first -suggestion concerns the use of house 'r.iring .and using. a 
pm1et line to carry microphone. impulses to be picked up elsewhere in the. building 
-O! on the same power. line thus eliminating the necessity of stringing wires ~or .. 
-np.crophone coverage. · 

~~ i 

-~~ .- Although ~):lis sugge~.'tiion is not new, it is very ·worth wjli1:e and cou19- be 
~ · 'df tremendous value. to Bureau investigation if developed to a usable stag~. Yfe. 
~ ~ h~v~ ~reviously ha~ a research project in this category which was deferred because 
~ ~ 9-f.' the pressure of other business when but very little investigation had been 
..J .. c.9~~u<?ted into this possibility. Conceivably this could be. an extended proje'<?t 
't ~- -~nd-. 'although neither Messrs-. Hi-;tl .nor Pfafman e~timate the -time to .be ~pent, I 

-~ • ·.fe~~ that it would b~ very wo;r:th while to spend an iJP... tial twep,ty man.:..days af.t¢f· 
~ ~ ·· il~C?b a ' summary r~port coUld qe written ou~lining ~he p¢ss:tble. ;approaches to the­

. ,.! . ~ . '~-f99;tein ~nd what p~omise of success it hold~?! After this, furth;e~· c_o~sideration 

1~,£ ~: ·_ ·:WQt4d .be .given as to whether :the project shQuld be continued. 
·~t-

··~; Y'--
?N~:);: .. Mr• Hill'' s second suggestion concerns a n~ approach to ttJ:e utiiizing 
".i- Qf: .standard telephone instruments with a single pair of wires .for both t~:t,epho.~e 

.:. -;{.. · · ~h,d -microphone coverage. We are presently working on a project w~ereby a 
:i:. ~ -;r~sistance-relay system is being utilized for this. Mr. Hill proposes _the. siinple 

.eddition of a capacitor to the telephone instrument and the impo~ing of a radio 
:frequency on the microphone which 'vould be ·modulated by the so~d in tP.e ~oo.m for 
~icrophone coverage. This proposed method of T-M cov~age h;a~ severai advantages· 
ov~r our present ~pproach and. 'certainly· worth some, experimentation 1i·o deter~he· the 
feasibilit,y. I think that this initial test shouid· not requir.e more than t~h 
man-days since there is a possibility of developing something ver,y. worth while .at 
th:i,s time. 

. . ,' i 

~ RECOMMENDATION: I wish to recommend the approval of both of the a:bov.~ 
({~ projects, namely, twenty man-days ~esearch on tbe transmissj;on of ~?roph9he· . 

~fi V i.~pulses on a pow·er line, and ten man-days on the raq1o fr~~ ~ddln:iJlll;..f~ ~ 
l "single pair 'J,'-1! coverage·.ip. order that they may be assigde~s s~n~s"'Elect&P,l · 

Section personnel te time to them. ~-~ ,.,~~~~ 

----- . ~"Y I t ~-.-- lS' ~ .. ¥ .,l . oi'i ... ~ . ;r;;;~ --;,~ - --
.~ ' 4}3 ...... ~~"¢>:'J ' ' -- _.q-._ .1. ·=h .)..t~~ ~~~~~~"") 2:!.. : ... . ;~Q /~4;-: 

""" " "" ~y \. I_· . . _..,., ~- ' 

.... __ ' · ... Pf. \ ·--
' ~ = ...... w..<J..._ -4!:- - ~- - ::#--~ =..: _,. :"" ..=.A ~'11:.:&.,.,.~... =-n - .... ... ..,.., 
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rJ!Jj_Ce Mimo11tri!lum . uNrTEn 
· ·EPC:AF 

TO THE DIRECTOR DATE=. l0/8/45 

THE EXECUTIVE CONFEREtlC:~, 
St?BJBCT: 

, I. The first proje9t proposes the development of a rnicrophon~ ·wit~: 
.accessories in one unit small enough to be inserted in an elect~ic light. 
tixture. This unit would conYert microphone pickup into radio impulses : - ! 
which would then be transmitted over the regular house electrical ·circuit. ""'" ___ .. -- --
and could be picked off and amplified at a convenient place. having access 
to the same house electrical current. The principles involved in this 
roject are already well established and they are put to commercial use ·in ~ 
he form of ships' telephone systems, certain ;nterofrice communic~tion 

systems, so-called electric .baby nurse, etc~ The new angle proposed here is 
the development or the ~it using tiny- tubes so that it is so small ~d · 
compact as to be inconsp;i.cuously inserted in a standard e_lectric f~urE¥-r--· .... ~~ 

~ ~ Mr. Coffey advised· that an initial expenditure or t~n man: days work~ :i,~.s , ·:-· .• _ ~~ 
~ development would be sufficient to indicate the practicability of tnis' ' j · 
-{ project and that the ten days work would be· done as current wo~k perlni1>s .~ · . 
i.rJ He ~lso advised that the project has been cons~d~~ed art,d approved l;>y~t~e-... -- -- •. 

V Research Committee consisting of Messrs. Ladd, Glavin, and ~Coffey-. The '-"":"··- ·­
"i ~ Conference unanimously recommended the approval or ten days work on· this. .': _•,.-::'·. 

) f project. · t : . -~ 
- ~ "" r' ' \ 
~ j, II. The -~econd J>roject proposes the develop~ent of a mi~ropho~e ?o1;" _. . "" 

cealed in a telephone instrument in such a ~er that a -c9ns~t radJ:o I'~,.::,,-:;, .-. 
, ~ frequency or c~rrier couid be fed through thi¢ fnicrop{lo~~- from th~ list~ni:B~;< 

pl~t.. Conversations go~g on ~h~ ~o~m would iihen. modul~te this r~dio .. f ~-·. ·:. 
~~ frequency so 1t}?at ~he. modulated form cquld be. ~icked up ~n~ ampli~?-ed ~i:,_~pe- ". 

' ~ C\ plant. Essentiklly the same thing ;is pre~ently done su~9~~~fl:l~Y by- th~;-" ,.. 
"'4.. ~ Bureau by utilizing an elec:lirical clrcuit thr~mgh t)l~ :\;~l,ephone conducto!'!3,t! __ 
~ This proposed .:s~b~ti'!i~tion o£ a radio freque~<?~ .r~uid~lim~nate e,P.st~g~--~t~~ 

advantages of line no:i:~e·~~~ The re~h compi:ht.tee\of!::Mi:issrs. Coffey, _ La~(! -~nd! ­
Glavin have already cop.sidered 1:,P,is project and . app;r~ved th~ ~ame· for.- an . 
expenditure of· . .t.en mim -gj{ys. The· ·Conference unab.iinou~.l~· .r~~ollmlends appfgi41-

c::'_ ' of this proj eat'; . 1 . " l , {~; _. : 

r ' · Respectru~;v.;, ,, OA--? ,{;(/ · .;.~; .. ,·" '· . · 
· For the Conre:~~-~e 6 9' ~ _ ~~ /·r:~~ 
· 

1 

r.A ~ ~ . ~~ ,s;<' · af" SJ, . v, . ~~ ~-- _..... _ ......... ~~~ 
\' · e-<fols.. 3~1- "" 1G" B :(.t• , 1" . 

- ,.,, .q · rrr ')5 1945- ~-~ :, ... -1· • i 
,,. T • (,..} ~w,..II?'-~J"'!'=" -· ;..~ ,. - · 
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'ilemorandurn for Mr. Ha.rbo 

1 ' 
_ Due to ·the range limitation's of thi~:~ type of equi~ n~ arid _ to the fact 

;t.hat :it. is necessary that material be installed wi_thin the telephon~ instruine~t 
proper, it is bt:_lieved that the RF microphone is not a practical piece of technical 
~quipment for · B~eau use at this time. 

' 
~ECOMMBNDATIO!~ : 
~~ 
~ . 
~-. Accordingly, it is r~corrmendcd thil:t the deyel~pment project of the 
~· microphone be closed -at this time. 
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IC:<. Tolson 
lrtr.E•A.~ 

.:g:; 5i:~·n-n ----
IIX'.La4d­
IIX'. Nichols • 
·IIX'.Rosen­
llr. 'I'Tacy-
ll.r.Egan~== .,,_ 11r. auiriea: ·~ 

~ have carried n research lo ine toward using the Ji::: =o-=== · 
~ te],.ephone as a microphone by means of sending a radio frequency signal :g:; ~~~~~.;....;.. 
~ onto the telephone line at. som~ point betwee·n the telephone and the central i:!ene:g::-= · 
'!l ~ office. Om: efforts i this egard ~'ere suqcessful on 'a limited scale in , "'~ 
~ ~ th<,l-t it was necessary to ce a small eondenser across the telephone fc ~~ 
·\ll .. _ ~+. tch and, further, i at coverage was limited to a few feet from the I. . .. · ··-·' ~ 
1 ~ t'e!ephone. (l bLA-h re.r n-. ea s lit)-~ .:r h STt~ ... )) a, Tl 0 h s ~ 
\~ \!J ·, tse-) eJ>h {) J, e., c.{) lA. n re.r. rn e.~ /.1.., 1-- e.$ ~ .f' ") For further v~. :.c on this project several possioilities a·re open, includ-

_ing the following, ea . ·which rtill be followed to a logical conclusion. . . 
~ ' ' 

c· . .:s ~ 1. Placing r .dio signal between one side of iine and ground. 
~.i:. ~ ,!' 

,s.... • '<.;: 
·~ ........ 

·~ ~ 
-~ ~. 
·{x ·r 
·f~"·'·,~ jQ: ., 

;· .'( 
~~~ 

2. Using telephone bell vibr~tor as t~e microphone'elemen~. 

3. ~ Feeding ·an alternate current signal into the phone of s u<ftl freque:q.~y 
as to be resonant with the line and telephone instrument in question.· 

The use of phase mOdulated .or frequency modulated signals~ the 
modulation of which will be affected by some element of the 
telephone instrument. 

1
-. . . 
' 

~,/ 
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rlum . UNITED S 
.... _ 

DA.TB: .. 
~~~'· tol~n.-= __ _ 
Ill', E, J., •&;:: 

::~;n~ --
Ill'. L&dd 
11r. N1cool3 
ur. Rosen~ 
Ill'. Tracy 
11r. car~n 
111'. Glav~n;;rrri 

• ' • ::~a -
Reference is ·made to my memorandum of July 2S_, 1950 relciti vet to ~= ~~,~--_ 

the,.: al?:c?ve entitled matter reporting. on the progress of ~ research project- telo. Roo= -. -. -

1 kiri 
• - Ill'. Nease 

• }?9 : ~g t~ard using the telephone as a microphone. by means of sending a ~mr&h:i ·-
. ·r:5~o._freque1.1cy signal .. onto the telephone lin~. As you know, this ~s ... 
qp.~ gpe .of several methods of using the tel~phone as a- microphone, some A /<·~. ,..._ v 
~~-r-:t.li~>~:ther methods involving the use. of altered·.·telephone switches, resistors · ~ 
across;~h~ telephone switch, etc. 

·.One of the possible, directio~s fo*' further work outlined in rny memo~~qum· 
. <?t~~~u+!.,2S, 1950 'has result~d il.l ~ v~r:r ~~p_stapt:i:al ~prqvement in the r~s~~~s· 
;~ip*i~~d bY the x:adio frequency, met!'lod; to the,extent ~hat it is-n~ p~ssible 

. lA ,:wi:t_J:!- .tpe· laboratory equipment to. dispense with the small condenser·,heretof~re 
~. v·' r~q~~ed across ~he teleph~ne switch~ and ~<? secure coverage over a conside~ably 

Q) larger· area such as an average .room~ . 
~ . . . 
\ . · J?ractically, this means. that it is possible t_o utiliz~ ~ existing 
~ ~ ·t~~rep~~ne ~nstallation _for microphone, coverage without entering ,the. premi~es of 

th~ _sl?:~~ect or vlithout modifying the- telephone instrument .in any way·. ·It is 
~ stiil.inecessary, how:ever, to have access to the subject 's telephone '11I:es at. 
'8'6~e point remote from the subjectts location. . 

~ ·.-:In addition t~ the !ilboratory_work on this proje~t, it ha~ bee~ known: .. _ 
1 Q) .th~t. ~'lil·;least two c:omrnercial companies_yrere conducti~g parallel re~earcl).; ~rn,e~:;· 
,~ Re~~a~c~ Products Incorporated, D·.anbury, Connecticut, .and the ·Amer1can Inst~~~t~, 

~· ,~~ of RaC;iia~~n, Belmont; California. You will recall that form~r .s~c;':-1 ~geri:~; -~: -
· ·E~gen~ J;~:ronin is ~e.s:arch Director of the latter orga!lizat~on •. ·Cr_onin _ .. ~-· ;. 

,Previ~us:ry has e_:_en ~nVl.ted informally to. demon~trate his eqUJ.pljlep.t bu~.:~h:~s- -ra:;·_~,. 
.' :· . . . -~~~-~-.~de no ?rrangements to do so. ·Accordingly, . it is not k~own hojl· J~r: ~s . - ·· · --:,;f~f~· ... 
~ . \J. \'Y~~lt-~as ~rof:ss::· :o:v:,, arrangements t:or- demonstra_tion .o~ th~ -~q~d;_P~~n~:_.:: · ./r: · 
l··- ~ -~~:vel?~d by__ __ _ ___ J of Research Products Incorpor~ted· 'vere· cop1p~~~~9:·.: · f - · ., -·' 

·., ~ and t!j._e de}llons ra on e 1n the Radio anp. Elec:Z:cal Secti?n· on ~!le' mor.n;!l~-:~f .. -.~. · ,_ 
':7 July ~9, 1950. The equipment developed byj __!performs 1n a higQ.Jy sati~;t:~~to~ , ' 
~ -~~er:, permitting coverage of a substantial por1on of the roo!Jl ~~th?ut -mgC;il€~;~.. . ,_· l 
.~ . ca ~ion of the . telepho!le instr;ument used for such ~overag:. In ~:ew_· of -~~e·_}£~ ~it.' :; _ · : ,·: 

' ~ ~~a~ 11s attempting to arrange for the sa~e .of ri~t~. to. his' e~u~.pm~~~·(_. ~-. , 
·"'- ;·l.~~UJ.-~y rela'ti ve to the details of the radio circ_uits. used ."JY hm• ~a~··Spe.c~-~¥~~-~···, 

0 "l av<?!d~d-,_ pa_rticularly in viei'f of the parallel researcn proJ,ect .curr~nt~y be=!;l}~~ , 
~t.ri~d' on inth~ Laboratory. · · 

.----'Iu.n...,this connection, it -is noted th~t neither· the e_q~~p~nt_;.:_C\~JUOP~·~r:,a~e<:f·~ ~ !t 

o/l lnor the equi ment developed by the•Flf_&Qrator;y -~~- ye't·.~~~J.;~~-c~~f>9,~~~F .-. 
..: ;.<. f?DED. llg -0a-760 -. -Vn ~·.-&'-• - ' . - ~ /Nbc--~- i!f:' . 'fl!:: ~ .~:j -- , ; 1?:). 

~ v~~o l-~9 {6J:6hfcrf!.Q'( ;:;:; ~:7: -~~ 
~~;~~~~!~2:;~ . j -· "' •. - •••.• ,; r .. _J:E',~:! ,; ~~- :- ·, :.: ·:·~-i 
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in li, single instrument all of the dista~y be desirable to 
separate the plant from the _subjectrs premises. Hmvever, this is cons~dere4 

I 
b6 
b7C 

to be ·an engineering refinement which can be overcome without too much difficulty; 
for ~xample, in the absence of other solutions, it would always be possible to 
desfgn a series of units, . eaCh intended to cover on~ a certain range of such 
disiances. . 

-c 

Effective countermeasures_against the use of such equipment are, of 
co~~e, available; for exa~ple, the use of suitable condensers to prevent the 
radio frequenc,r from entering the telephone instrument is entirely feasible. 
However, until knowledge of this -technique becomes more widely known, it i~ felt 
tha~ this technique will be of material value to the Bureau, particularly in 
cas~s where access to the subject•s premises is difficult or impossible • 

.ACTION: 

L.....:----:--:--~1 is kn<rRn to be negotiating with the .Military for sale of his 
equipment. This phase of the matter is being covered' in a separate memorandum. 

' 

• J I Jvras requested, however, to furnish the Bureau with a cost. 
est~mate £or ~ts manufactured by him in quantities of the order of 50 to 100. 
He'~dvised that such an estimate would be furnished and indicated tentatively 
tha~ it wolY,g. probabzy be in the. order of$209 to $250 per unit. If it deyelops 
thatl ~will sell the units to the Bur,eau at a reasonable price, it is 
contemplated that a recommendation will be submitted for the purchase of ·such 
equipment fro~ lsince he already has been through the engineering problems 
inv9-lved. In the event such equipment. i .s not avai1able for purchase fromL I 
co~iderationwill be given to the construction in the Laborator.y of equipment 
for(: use by the Bureau, or possibly the manufacture of suCh units by some reputable 
company. In the meantime we are proceeding to construct a few of these units for 
pos~ible emergency use. 

~--------~-· - ------
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Memorandum to 1!1-.. Harb·o 
Re: Wire Tapping 

or any of i;he repre.sentati ves 
had been thrown into hysteria 

of the ·~~~ ~efenee 
by this deyelopment. 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

Referral/Con sul t 

that the FBI 

. Colonel Sidney~ubenstein, ioho _is now .Executiv'e Security 
Codrdin ting Ofticer in the Office of the Secretary of Defense, accompanied 

.~"""':'---:-___,to the Bureau for the. demonstration. Aside from the others, 

I Ru~.enstein tol(l 7J~e that his superiors were quite e:cbited about this and 
were disclt:sina :he pqssibility of buying the exclusive rights to this 

· id~a from__ _ I bu·t; he felt that th FBI was the one to be the ur-
chasin an coor inatin a enc 

WOifld not under any circumstances pay "hush money" to I or anyone 
.I told ~nstein we 

l} 
el~e for ·the idea, and llr. Conrad and I later told I at we were 
not interested in buying the idea. We did tell him that we had been 
wor}ting on a· device which achieved the same thing ·and we knew others were 
wor.king along similar lines. Yfe also advised him that we knew it was 
EOisible to detect the radio frequenc~ in a telephone instrument and it 

}
would be possible to counteract the device. I !agreed to fhis and 
was perfectly reasonable in our discussion. I did tell I _·that our 
only interest woztld be in having units produced for us since weh;;,J 
in a pos~tion to do manufacturing here. Mr. Conrad and I asked 

l ) to give us a quotation on the manufacture ---of these units in lots 0 5 " ' 
100 and 200 reg_ardless o.f whether they were constructed. from his design 
or from ours. I I told us he could do this and would be glad to give 

JJ'
us an estimate when he returned to Washington later thi!J .week. He tenta­
tively estimated they would cost in the. neighborhood of {p'225 each •. 

CURRENT JJEVELOPMENTS 

. ' . I received a phone call this morning from former Agent Pa*oyne.' : 

11{
who is now with the National Security Council and l!e came over in connec- ~ ~ 
tion with a request that Admiral Souers had received from the President. l 
Coyne was rather disgusted that there should have been such fanfare and 1 
exc,itement over this development and asked what the· Bureau 1 s knowledge : 
and position were with regard to it. I told Mr. Coyne about the demonstra~ 

11 
ti-pn of the equipment last Saturday here at the Bureau:, which he was 1, 
already familiar with, and I also told him confidentially that we had j 

been working on the same thing and had a .successful laboratory model. 
I. also told him I had advised RubTnstein ~nd I I that the Bureau 
would n:ot pay any 11hush money" toor anyone else because: 

We knew others were working on this' idea and it would 
only a matter of time before somebody would broadcast it. 

ET 

2 -
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S~~Em ~~c . J Memorandum to Jlr. Harbo 1 z:r 
Re: 11ir e Tapping ..;.V 

}I 
2. It was possible to detect· whether a phone had been r 
tapped in this manner. 

I} 3· It would be possible to defeat this device by a rather ~ 
s.impl e addition to the ·telephone instrument. j 
For the purpose of Mr. Ooyne's inquiry, I recommend tha~ we 

ll
advi~'nce we have a workable unit that we will not buy the idea~ 
from or anyone else and that if requested, we will make our ~ 
cincu~ a~agram a~ailable to the nepartment of nefense. . ~ 

.r ~ 
( I wou.ld also 1 ike to advise J1r. Ooyne, if approved, that this 1: 

id~a has previously come to the attentio~ of ~he Bureau from an outside 

1

source which is illustrated by the memorandum of Eugene J. Oronin, 
Re?earch Director of the American Ins1;itute of Radiation, Belmont, · 
Oal ifornia, dated },{arch 11, 1950, _entitled "Confidential Proposal 1 
Number. One. 11 This memorandum advised tha ·t Or on in had a sati sjactory 
mo~el and could also demonstrate the countermeasures to defeat this ~ 

I
./technique. ~ronin. adv,ised us that this memorandum was prepared for c:j 

. Mr. Kenneth ewis of the Bureau of Ships which is, of course, within ~ . 
thf!! Nationali Defense Agency. It is ·bhis model t}].at Oronin claimed to -~ 
ha·ue de'ueloped tha-t we were unable to get him to · de1Jl.onstrate. ~ 

· Mr. Ooyne intends to orepare a memorandum to the President j 
he will recommend that_ ~e promised, if he,will sell units oj 

/

recommending 1;hat no arenczl baid ~my money to shut him up, but . 

this type only to certain Federal security agencies, that those agencies 

will not . make his equipment available to any commercia. I co .. :npany. . ·J .' 
OONOLUSIOJIS , 

· , In ·the past fflw days we have made a substant~al ~mprovement ~n 1 

) 

our. working model and now feel that we are ready to proceed immq .! 
to have some manufactured. As soon as a price is obtained from· ; 
~ ~pecijic recommendation will be submitted immediately. , 

! 

REOOUMEJ/JJATIONS ;::{ 

1. That J 
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-~J~~--~~ NO: 64 1 ·r 

Offi-ce Me#, ~, __ _,_1um • UNITED ~cu .. --""'GOVERNMENT 

/tVd- 'ro JlR, A, H. M:mo~, DATE: Augus~93 1.950 - s ~~---r•o .. T"~~""":~f9f\ · J!R. C .• E. HENNRIOHatL L&d<2 

l~' · . ~ tr:s;j.c'r, SO VIET AOTIVITIES ' . NE /7; ;~"""in:_-:_-_.-
.. ,.,~ .. < 0; td~:~. Y/-42. -1~~ !!-l 71~./e.tr/./~,·u ~4-r./~::~ls __ 

··""'-···- -· · On the[Gerno;rn .of August 8J I talked with Mr. ::--

o.f technical. equipment to establish ~tel ... mike without tele.Roo:_ 

Parsons of the Laboratory and inquir~, ·as to the availability ~~ 

actual access to the pr.emises to be co ~ N~~~-
OoMl __ 

. Mr. Parsons later called me and advised that such~-------
e.quipment would be available within two to three days and he ~ / 
requested information regarding the most desirable installation ~ 
to be made. · 

Since the Attorney General's approval has been 
- +~-"""'-'!.'Q;t;..ff;.i..TJ,e!f:rfor coverage of this phone 3 no .further approval for 

.-·~ --~~'#.:.~g:ifj.fti~1lation of this equipment nee~ be sec~red. ·' 

· :~/i~:Tt~Jf4~ : -This matter will be closely followed and you will 
~-, , .. ...:tBe;;·aa.v:t·sifl of developments in this new technique. 

For your information. 

OEH:mer 

LJ~ i'v ~ 1 t\I'T o I? , • • 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ! ~J Office Memorandum ·• 
I 'JJ TO : Mll, !IARBO IFf}--{) DATE: August lit,~ v;:-
l T·ROM lJ. J. PAJISOITS r b 6 , / !1'~¥ 
i -{Q SUBJECT: WillE TAPPIITG ~ b7C K _p~ 

l!y memorandum of A~us·b 2, 1950, advised of a recent /')[),.. tra~~# 
development in ·the field of .... ele phone rve i llances and the I( \J ~ · 
inquiry of former Speci·al en't Pat Coyne of the~ National Secur.it · 

·Council, concernin0 the FBI ·position on the ins r men. evised 11 ... __ 

byl J I·b is the purpose of ·{;his memorandum to 0...47·---.. 

·an·swer a nUTl'/,ber of guesti ons and furnish injorma·ti on on several p 
points which ·!;he Director raised. . ·· 1 tJ).~ · 

POINT llo. 1 
0. . ~:err· :.r ~(;. .~.· ::, 

---- The Director instructed that Coyne should be told that we have 
be'en working on the idea but that we are in the experimental stage. 
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Memo to Mr. Harbo &/lb/50 
17ire Tapping 

L....--__ ____.1 to come to the Bureau at JS~~rday. 
Re: 

POINT No. 3 

1 
The hirector also inquired as 

held at +he ~ureau rather than at the 
whoml !was already in contact. 

to why this demonstration wa~ 
Department of Defense with 

As I have previously indicated~! I has visited the Labo-
ratory on previous occasions and demonstrated his equipment. 
T~erefore~ his visit here was nothing new and neith~r did it indicate 
undue interest in his product. However~ the primary reason for 

b6 
b7C 

/

desiring the demonstration in this building waB in order that his 
equipment coul? be seen by us demonstrated on phones _under ou~ con·l;rC?l 
and we would tnerefore not run the risk of a phony demonstrat~on on 
s~me pre-arranged· lines. I ·think this was highly producijive since 
we: were able~ with in one room in -qhe Laborator.y,. :to provide test 1 ires 
wh'ich showed exactly w~at his equipme'nt would do. In fact we hacj- a 
SJ?ecial ~est line which showed that I lequip.ment was l.imited 
in. the dis.'tance it would cover. · 

·J POINT No. lt 
· The Director also inquired concerning ·the clearance of ·!;his ,. · 

research projec·t;. · 

The Laboratoty has no research proJ'ects whiofl, have not been 
submitted for approval by the Executives Conference and the Director. 
This par·{;icular- project is a part of extensive research that has .been. 
conducte~ over a perio · pf many years to devise and improve me·liho.ds 
of' ysing\/.telephone§ .J..or ~echnical surve.i~~Cf:!l£§....PUrposes. This 
particulb~ research pro0 ct was originally recommended by my memorandum 
oJ September 13~ 1945· Its appr9val was unanimously recommended by 
Executives Conference memorandum of October 8~ l9h5, which was 
-~pproved by ·the Di r ec·tor. 

_ Because of the importance of this problem, oonsiqerable wo~k 
w~·s done both by Laboratory personnel and by trained sound men in 
th·e field and experiments were conducted on a number of pass ibi l i ti efi. 
The fi:rst means of v;bilizing ·the telephone instrument as a microphone 
wi·thin the subJ·ect 's room. was accomplished by putting an'" extra pair 
of wires in the telephone core$. While this installatiop was quite 
successful~ subjects wi·bh technical "know how" could become suspicious 
of the fo~r-wire telephone cord. 

par·!; of 

- 2 -
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}{emo to }Jr. llarbo 8/l#/50 
Re: Wire ~tapping · ~ 

bu a relay system connected i~ut .which also required 
the addiiion of a resistor within the subject's telephon~ ~nstrument. 

J

On, July 15, 19/.f.B, ·the Executives Conference approved adv~s1,ng thf! 
field generally of this development and building ten units to meet 
th~ immediate needs of the field. On March 16, 19#9, as a result 
oj the recommendat·i on of tlie Executives Conference, the construction 
of 4b.· more z:nits of ·this type was au·thorized. fie know of no person 
or agency o~tside the Bureau that has developed this type of equip-

. ment ~· . 

There still remained the more difficult objective of using 
the telephone as a microphone without entering the subject's premises 
although it was realized that a large number of possibilities would · 
have to be explored. As a result of the inspection in 19#9, the 
Director's let·ber ·t;o you of June 10, 19lt9, advised· that in the 
interest of conserving funds, personn~l designated to perform research 
duties should be restricted to actually productive activities. Con­
se.quently, little work has been clone on a number of our projects since 
that .time, particularly those which gave little promise of productive 
re.su}. ·!;s. · 

With respect to the telephone project, since preliminary work 

I did not loolc: particularly promising, actual experimental worl<: on the 
radio j'requency approach wa·s curtailed in favor of a heavy vo·lume of 
construction and installation assignments. However, we continued to 
give considerable thought to this ma·tter, particula'f'_ly since l!arch, 1950, 
when i·b was learned tha.t a Cal"ij'ornia laboratory claimed to have 
developed q uni·t which made the telephone usable as a microphone through 
a radio frequency impulse. 1JU7'irw July of tl~is year Jlr. Conrad and I b6 
discussed thi-s matter severa.l times revi ewin9 the experiments conducted. b 7 C 
and th~ possibilities still existing. I asked ~lfr. Conr-ad to prepare 
~ memorandum setting forth the possibilities on which we should still 
work, which he did on July 28. Based on our previous woi'k, a test ·oj 
one of the most promising of these po.ssibilities was made and a material 

l
i~provement was obtained over past results. It is this unit which we 
~~"ul baue 011 'f which is, I believe, ~as e.fficie~t as ·the device developed 

As thq JJirector has indicated, th.is is still in ·the experi-

l

mental stage and we still have considerable work to do along two 
p1'incipal _lines: Devising a universa.l unit which can be used on any 
leng·bh of ·telephone line, and the use of an Fl.{ radio frequency which 
ma.y give better sound quality. The result a of these experiments may_, 
of course, suggest additional approaches since in continuing research 
of this nature the elimin~tion of one approach will frequently . 
sugge~t~nal work. 

~~ard our efforts 
24 #:..' 1.· ./"" 

.Exem ) , egory 2 

to improv*icrophone ,surveillances 

afe of Declassification-~~~ - 3 -
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lfe'morandum ·to }[r. Harbo 
Re ': Wire 'tapping 

8/l}J~ 

have resulted in the development o.f a radio transmitter completely 
concealed in the .frame of a picture which can be hung in a hotel 
room to be used by the subject, and a lamp in which a concealed 
microphone transmits the sound wiihin the room over the house wiring 
to be picked up at a remote point. These have both been reported on 
previously. 

. In vie~ of the additional work yet to be done and because 
of. a number oJ' pending radio ins·tallations, an additional Agent is 
presen·tly under transfer ·to ·the Radio and Electr.ical Section of the 
La bora ·to.,. y. 

POINT No. 5 

now has. 
The »irector inquired what other research projects the Lobo-

I 

As previously men·tione~, bh-ere are no research pro;--ects in 
.th.e Laboratory which have not been submitted for approval by ·the 
Execu·ti ves Conference and th.e JJir ector. I am. appending to this . 
memorandum a brief resv~e of the approved projects and their status. 

PO!INT No. 6 

} 

· With reference to my recommendation in the memorandum of 
August 2, 2950, ·that consideration be given to altering the most 
critical phones to defeat the use of this instrument against us, 
Birector inquired as to how this is done. 

_There a 7'e three poss ibi 1 iti es: 

the 

I 
. 1. Jlhere phones are connected into wall sockets with a plug, 

the plug could be removed when ihe phone is· not actually in us~ as 
a ·telephone. itii;h most present day instruments this would require 
a separate ringer permanently installed across the line. 

) 
2. A special switch can be installea which would disconnect 

the telephone-but would stilL permit it to ring. 

3. The ·t;h i rd and most desira'ble procedz.tre from the Bureau's 
standpoint wo-uld be the construction oj special filters which could 
be made in the Laborator·y at a maximum· cost of $3 or ft}J each, which 
could be a·b·!;ached to the phone 1 ine, w~ere the telephone cord is 
connectect to ·t;he desk or wall and which would prevent the radio 
fr·equency from activating ·the telephone instrument. I agree with 
Mr. Conrad's recommendation that ·this third possibility is the most 
desirable procedure since it would in no way interfere with the nor~al 

~~~~~~ None of these protect against the usual tele-

- 1t -



)lemo to Mr. Jlarbo 8/lh/50 
Re: tVtre Tapptng 

OONOLUSIOiTS 
I am sure the ~irector wtll feel this development should 

have been achteved sooner and this we cannot now deny• 

This research project has produced very valuable results 
for the field in the developmen ·t of ·the four-wire and single pair 
equipment. Whi-le Hr. Oonrad and myself could not foresee with the 
same degree of certainty the success of the radio frequency approac 
at the time research was curtailed, it now appears it would have 
be.en a good gamble to insi.st on additional personnel to afford 
additional work and supervision of this project. 

REOOJJMENDAT IOJT r 
· In view of ihe demonstrated fact that such equipment is ~~ 

available outside oj the Bureau, I recommend that we insta.ll .filter • 1 

to avoid the use of ·t;he telephones as microphones. In pa r·t i cular : 
1 would recommend that they be installed on the Pirector's phones : 

'both in his of.fice and at home, and on the phones of Messrs. Xolson, 
L~dd and other selected officials in whose offices sensitipe matters { :1 
are discussed. J ~ . . . 

8' _,, tl'<l- \ . 

?~· 

, 

- c; -
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Memoran~um to JJr. Harbo 8/llt/50 ~tn 
lie: !fire :rapping g~~.\,j, 

OF AUGUST lit~ 1950 PENIJIJ.~E_SEJ}R~H !FtO.ll.QXS lN THE LA~ORA:TORY AS 
-o#w "'tr+-"" -oc•~•-.•-..-=-

Li~ted below are the research projects presently pending 
in the FBI Laboratory'w~th a brief comment on each. 

/ 

BLOOJJ GROUPIJ'!G .This research project seeks additional blood 
·' grouping intq wh.ioh dried stain~ oan be classi~d~ 

One of the principal. objectives has been to determine the Rh factor 
and wh i 1 e this is done with relative eas.e in fresh blood~ the dried 
s~ain has not been subject to such classification. 

CHEMICAL lJ]SVELOPJ.fE'NTS OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS -- .This is a continuing 
· project to insure 

that our methods of developing latent fingerprints on documents are 
the best available. Ac·t;ual experiments in this field are necessary 
usually only .when there ha.s ·been some new development in a related 
f~eld which offers promise. 

CONCEALEJ; TRANSHITTER FOR AUTOMOBILES -- This project has resulted 
in the development of a 

transmitter which can be conoealed.under the frame work of the 
s'UbJ"eot 's car to transmit conversation within the oar to surveilling· 
dijtomobiles. One unit has been built and actually used by the 
~ashing~on Field Office. -Approval has been granted for the building 
pf two more of these units. 

DC OPERATED hiSK RECORDER -- As a result of the expressed need of the 
field this research project seeks to 

~~velop a disk reoord~r whio4 will operate on direct current rather 
than· alternating current to avoi~ the use of bulky power co~verters 
on technical surveillances. · 

DESIGN OF fiLL-PURPOSE POLICE RECEIVER -- This is a continuing project 
of long standing to apply 

any new developments in the radio field to automo9ile radio~ in an 
ejfort to have one au.tomobile unit which wil.l be usable on any police 
frequency. 

\ iAL. RECORDER 

- 6 -
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Memo to }Jr. Harbo 8/14/50 
Re: Wire Tapping 

.I 

FM SllBMINIA'.tlJflR RECEIVE'R -- This project was approved for the pur-
pose ~f designing a radio receiver 

tuned to oztr F1f frequency which an Agen-t could conceal on his person 
and while on foot could receive transmission? from Bureau automobiles. 
The experimental wor~ on this project has been completed and the 
corystruction of foU7' o.f these ~eceivers is nearly finished. 

HAIR IDENTIFICATION -- The purpose of this project is to apply any 
new developments in the field of microscopic 

studies ·t;o ·the examination of hair. Since it is not presently 
possible to ·identify a human hair with ~nown hair from a suspect, 
th~ objective of this project is to permit mbre definite findings. 

I»ENTIFICATION OF INKS -- T.his project was approved for the purpose 
- of endeavoring to identify from irrk 

writing the type and possible source o.f ink. A second part of this 
project to ae·berm.ine ·!;he_ age of ink writing -was completed .and a report 
submitted recommending ·the migration test .which we now are using in 
the Laboratory. - -

ID$NTIFICATION OF wpon -- One part of this project which was to have 
wood standards to permit the microscopic 

~dentification of wood fragments has been completed. The remaining 
p·ortio_n of ·bhis project see~s a method of identifying .macerated 
wpod p~rticles which are frequently found clinging to chisels and 
wood drill_s. 

~GNETIC TAPE RECORDER -- This project seeks the development of a 
, magnetic·tape recorder which will provide 
continuous recording and eliminate the necessity of using two 

.machines on one- surveillance or "stopping a machine to change tapes. 
Parts have- now been received which will permit building such -a unit. 

MINIATURE RAJJXO ·TRAliSJ,fiT'i'ER -- This project was originatro as a result 
of a desire_ 1;o have an extr:emely small transmitter which could be 
concealed on the person of an informant which would transmit con­
versation in' which the informant is participating. TWo units have 
been built and are now available for field us~. 

- 7 -
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Jiemo to Ur. Harbo 8/llt/50 
Re. ~ lfire :rapping 

PAPER COl!PARISONS This research proJ·ect involves the co~J.ection 
of informq.tion and development of microscopic·· 

fiber slides which will permit determinirig the fiber content of 
paper and ·to be not only used to mal~e our examinations· more injorma~ 
tive but possibly establish more definit~ly the source of a questioned 
document. Addit.i anal fiber samples are being obtained from the 
Institu·te of .Paper }.fanufacturers in Wisconsin. 

PORTABLE RADIO EQUIPMbWT -- The purpose of this project was to design 
a disguised radi.o transmitter which an 

Agent on a surveillance could carry in an brief case or paper bag 
permitting him to transmit while on foot surveillance to .Bureau 
automobiles. The transmitter has been .built and tested by Seattle 
Division. and is now under ·test by · the Los Angeles Office. 

FR~QUEl!Cr $HIFT COJIVERTER -- The objective of this project has been 
. tq provide a modification of radio 

r~ceivers ·to improve the reception of radio signals on our CW emergeTlcy 
n~twork. · One modification has been built and t _ests have indicated . 
that adaitiona1 changes will be necessary to achieve further impnove­
ment. 

SECURITY Oli' BUR$AU J.fAIL -- This proJ·ect is to find a tamperproof 
adhesive which can· be universally appl i.ed 

to Bureau mail to prevent its surreptitious entry or opening. While 
a method has peen in use for mail to our foreign Legal Attaches~ 
we are now trying to find an easier method which will permit its 
use throughout -·the field. ..Tn view of the·. jac_t that a survey showed 
materi-als commercially available would no·t suffice~ we have been 
g~ving this matter considerablQ attention. 

. ' . 

- 8 -
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. \ . 
Office Memorandum • uNitED srATEs Go:;~,RNMENT 

TO :Yr. R.· T. Harbo !i}/J DATE: August 15, 1950 

FR.OM : Mr. I. W. Conra 

SUBJBC~crophone-Telephone Unit 

/ J \ ;I;n connection with. the application of ~he recently 
developed microphone -telephone unit which under{certain 
conditions would make it possible to use existi~ telephone 
facilities for microphone coverage without entering~ tne · 
subject's preiDises, it is felt that we should immediately 
begin the construction of a ·muuber of these units, to be 
completed a~ rapidly as feasible·• 

It is estimated that the parts cost per unit will . 
be approximately $6o and that each unit will require the 
wo:r:k of one. man for one . week to ~onstruct. 

Completion of 20 to 25 ·units within ani reasonable 
time wi~ require additional personnel for temporar.y ass~gn­

:ment. This matter is being covered by a separate memorand~. 

REC01fi.1ENDATION: 

It is recommended that' authority be granted for the 
innnediate purchase of sufficient. parts for the construction 
of approximately 20 or 25 of these units for general use in 
"lthe field. ·. · 

IWC:AB 

• ADDENDUM: 8/16/50 

In view of the extremely wgent-need for this equipment 
on vital security insta:I;lations, I tliink every possible means .. 
should b~ used for expediting this qy emergency purchase or use of 

L&d4. __ _ 

Clegg..,._ __ 

Ol&T1D_ 

N1eb0le_ 

1\CUD,____ 
'1'r&e7 __ 

ll&rbO·.-.· --

'WObr·---

Ttle, 1\0<>=_ 

NetU•--:­OenC.7 ___ 

the confidential fund. J) ~. · 
'if_,~, /lflf- f()-7tf o -;;XI 

RECORDED ·lOB . -~l;JJ;:"'t>j---/#/:J 

DJP 

IIVtJtM.D • 108 ---
EX-89 
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uECLASS I 
- ..... - DATE 01-l<.l-2011 

---·1Jjfice Memor:.,Jndum · 
\ -

UNITED STATES GOVERN&u;~T 
-~. 

~ TO THE JJIREOTOR 

FROM TJIE EXECUTIVES CONFER~~ 
SU~JECT: 

_I_ 

On August 17~ the _ Conference was advised of the 
recently developed by ·ii4e Laborator_y whereby a rad'io ~a ~110~t!e::;s~;;t...-

.J~~~~~~" is placed o~ a t~,li_pJJ&n,e l.ine~ thus permitting s C4MY -
1 ~-ILe~c_o_u.e:c.a,_g_.e. without entering the subject 1 s pr.emi e ·. v 

The . Conference concurred wi~h the Laboratory proposal~~~ 
. that we sh.o.uld immediately construct 25 of these units. J' "(). ta..vi-. 
~ Th~co~'-1; jor parts per u_nit is estimated at $60 and each unit~. 

- ~ ·~ wi{f. _!.~~ufFe ~he work of one ma·n for one week to ~onst~~ 
'~ Th~con~tr~t~on work will be done in the Laboratory. ~ 
t~, m "0-... - . 

1 t <f t-fbesint wer~: l!essrs. Ladd, Glavin, Jlohr, cg;J.egg, Sizoo, · 
~ jHar'§:ettVt_ T;~cy, Belmont, Nichols, Nease, and Ilarb-o!. :·:· ~ 2.!:{JI.· {~~~ 

""' ~ 
~ Respectfully, , .. 

For~ te ;on.t;r'encc:.. 
~- C'.:l 

<.,·::-:. ~ /.1/t I () ' .f.._ ' I? I ' ,... ,:, 

"··· ~· 1;, . ~ ~ ~ '"~:!!lls • t3 
ace-~~~ Clegg , \' J;:.j Mr: JJohr ~ ~ ~. ~ JJ<~-

~ -!RTH:A·F ~ ~ ~ ~ ... r , } o..s·+~p~~,,·, 

' I ' jl, 

A___ 

·~- \j '{ - . )!. .,,. ·. ~ 
~w. a ::: · · · .. ~ .;o ::7 ~ o- !jx· · 

:.. . ~ '£coRD£D. 7 • . • . J\ }.h._ 

ll(o4£o . 'ofL(;L);,J1'!J"'! ~ 

:Sr.·,,; ·1
08

. l.~tP •. l -34>1.9}tr· .. :,: 

£1\.-i~ ~ 
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.. Clegg _ __,._ 

Olav1n __ 



---------------------------- ----- ---------, 

b7E 

In connection with the investigation of the Target Case 
and particularly in viev1 of the present world situation. the Bureau 
~= in~=~~!~i~~- ~;1 efforts +o obtain intolliaonoo I ~ I -

has' been the object of Target and in this case the field . 
en pressed for penetration both by live informants and by 

microphone coverage. 

Such an operation, of course, is v~th r±sk not only 
in the physical survey and installation but in the possibility of 
actual detection of the installation after it is installedo 

' -

'fne Washington Field Office is also ·considering the possibility 
of installation of miniature transmitters of the nw;ll socket11 type which 

,....u.l"""""olol....l.l.liir.........,""""" .............................. • -t-Lategic points, possibly! _ I 
No olan has been brought for. h vrhich would indicate 

~~~~~~~~~~~·~~~~~~~io~ I 
I am ~riformed that the present 

. . uc. a~ ~ns a a ~on operates on the 40 megac~cle 
band and the possibility of this b{l.nd being "picked up by nearby television 
re.cei vers, particularly channel 5, is a considerable risk. Vlhile the 
radiatiors from such an installations al;e low in amperage this ri~k is 
somev1hat reduced. On the other hand~· M}stances have come to the Bureau's 
attention where a transmission of th~equl~ment of the Bureau has broken 
through into channel 5 and intelligence has been gained of such transmissions 
by persons naving television receiving sets in the near vicinity. 

All of the risks-of installation, both of the normal tel-mike 
and-of the miniature transmitter type are eliminated, in connection 
with the use of a new tel-mike and for that reason I am reluctant to 
recommend that these calculated risks be taken at this time pending the 
development am practical application of the technique novr under consideration. 

In view of the present world situation, I feel that with the 
potentialities as great as they are that the complete development and 
availability of a number of these units is of the utmost impol!tance 
and that the Bureau should spare no e:>..-pel)se and p_ersonnel in having them 
available where needed and where desirable for installation. 

---:iY "'( 
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b7E 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that efforts to penetrate~ I 
by the use o;f the ordinary tel-mike installations and or mJ.nJ.ature transmJ.'t'ter 
installations be beld in abeyance at this time and t~at our efforts be. 
concentrated on the perfection. and installation of the new tel-mike 
technique, in order that security may be assuredo 

Thi: recamroenda±ian doos not onnJ.• to tho nnonaoo: ;=nr~;a:~~~ 

J.nstallation he party line. 'l'he phone itself 
is locatedl:-.~~~:-r-~r-----'-..l,l;l,l~~..;r::IQ1no television receivers 
immediately a It appears that the miniature 
transmi-tter is the only installation .-ther:e and separately it 
has been recommended. 

- ;a -
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:" Office Memor-andum • uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO- : THE DIREOTO~~--
1 

DATE: August 18, 1950 
~ . 

FROM: D. llo Laddr I~ 

SUBJBCT: ·~ECHNICAL~LEPHONyb~ 
--..,__,__,_o __.,,_ ~-- -- ...,.._ ......,..-~·--

Admiral Souers called on August 16 and stated that 
the President had in mind issuing a directive whic~ he 

.Jiid_not like to piscuss on th~ phone for the purpose of 
~.z:.a.l.l.in.g_~ew technical telephone .d~{l.~e. I told 

Admiral Souersl1.at Mr. Xeay' wottla call on him for addi­
tional infor.mation. This was done and the qttached 
memorandum of August 16 reflects. the nature of this 
.directive. 

Tola011 __ 

1.&44'---

Cl~egg 
01 ~1n • 

Nl •-

~ l!oh:r __ _ 

r.lt,l\occ_ 

After talking with th~irector, I telephonically ll 
conta9ted Admiral Souers on April 17 and pointed out to 4( 
him that the Director felt this should not be limited to the 
device invented byl lbut that the directive should be 
directed to the principle of the operati.on of the device. 
I pointed out to Admiral Souers that the Bureau has perfected 
a similar device which operates better thanl land 
t ·hat we have also learned that the Navy has perfected a simi­
lar device. 

I also pointed out to Admiral Souers that the FBI was the 
only agency of the Governm.e n w ic h required approval of a 
cabinet officer for the use of ·re ta ping in any form and 
that the President might want to consider e question of 
issuing a directive forbidding the use of wire tapping by 
any Government agency without the approval of the Attorney 
General. · 

Admiral Souers indicated that he would explore thi_s. 

DIJL:dad 

s. . -• 



~·Office Memorandum o uNITED stATEs GovERNMENT 

Mr. Belm~ ". ~ . 

V. P. Keay})Dh ·• ~ 
' .sUBJECT: Technical Telephone Device 

TO 

·_FROM 

DATE: August 16, 195'0 
tol&on __ 

L&d4. __ 

~.-. 

In response to a request f;rom Admiral Souers, I :o ~~~ 
contacted him in his office regarding tne confidential device ~cr • .• 
utilized in connection with telephones. Admiral Souers advised~~ , 
that the President was much concerned about this device ~nd ~o~ · 

his first reaction was that its use should be prohibited b · tel•. Roo=_ 

United States Government agencies. Admiral Souers said · :80·--
pointed out .to the President that you could not prev~nt -~A~c ~ 

.. scientists from producing such a device, nor could you prevent'...v · ••r 
'Pur enemies from using it and, therefore, for self-protection we 
should make co~trolled ~se of·it •. The President instructe~ Admiral b 
pouers· to endeavor to draw up some workable control mechan~sm an4 r 
as a result thereof, Admiral Souers has prepared a proposed Directive 
for'the President to sign. 

Admiral Souers stated that he was much concerned about 
i~ormation regarding this device being disseminated; that he ·th9ught 
probably the Directive should be given verbally by the President 
~o the Cabint members rather than a ~~itten Directive being circu-
_.lated. He displayed to me the proposed Directive .and s.tated he 
~wanted the Dir.ector advised concerning its provisions. Briefly, 
the provisions are as follows: 

(1) Use of this device will be 'limited to cases of vital 
.importance to our national security in order that personal rights 
·cand .constitutional privileges m_ay be protected. 

(2) The Den~t;eyts ~f Justice and DefenSe! 
l·_shall be the exclusive agents of the 
•On~ted States Governmen ~r purposes of classifying and controlling 
the device and for the development of countermeasures. Referral/Consult 

}

' (3) The Department of Justige shall be 
· for l~e-~~~g!tion of this device for·use in the 

terr orial Uni1red States. • 

the sole agency 
continental and . 

of 



'• 

Referral/Consult 
Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 

(8) The s;cretamr of' De~;l'se, the Attorney Generai, II 
IJshall be personally responSible 
. ror closely supervis ng any activi es involving the utilization 
bf this device. ' 

(9) Information regarding the device shall be limited 
to employees of the United States .Government on a "need to know" 
basis. 

roblem was 

1\j, ------==------~-~ -~ ~--------~ ~ ·~TC..._." ~•" • *"••-"-' ~ II> •> • ... 
Admiral Souers also stated· tat the President had directed 

j?.iJll tq ,ta)J~ ... th~e .~att.~;r: ,OVfAr ,lii.th .t~-~~.£~J;.a~9t:::Y.l!:!;~a:S:ury :ln- .. 
·asmuch ~s. T:Ji.~~Sll.!,Y,. was ~he.~y_Q..t~r-.ag~ng:t,..t.h.ey_c~~~ 
~'1~e,):~~~d7"'~his was considered necessary ~nasmuch 

-~s ~e-Se.c~e.t~~-_gl!._arding the PresideJlt_J!!U~t.Jmow-ab.9Jl,t-..t..ru; 
· evice and counterm~~~ticularly wanted me to 
adV1se~:enelYi"f'€lc'to-r"'"1h'"at""":ir£ne·se~cretary of Treasury insisted, 
probably he would have to insert him into the Directive on par with 
the Attorney General, the Secretary of Defense, I I I I . 

Ad~ral Souers wanted to get the Director's reaction 
to this proposed action and any suggestions he .had. ,He was informed 
that tqis matter would be called to the Director's attention. 

- It wouid appear that this proposed handling, as set 
forth in the Directive, would be no different from the manner in 
which the Bureau presently secures authority for telephone technical 
installations. It should be noted, however, that the sole authority 
for acquiring this device, which would mean of course either building 
it or contracting for it, ·would be i~ the Department of Justice and 1 
the~ef r~~uld undoubtedly be delegated to the Bureau. This would 

E ,~.l}. d;. 
c1o.ssi ZA 7~ got'Y ~ ' .. 2 ... 

t f-rot\1 G 
Excm'P a~fi~O~ • 
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- ...,_ ~ ----- ·-- -~ ·- ,..-- -

Referral/Consult 
:Memorandum for Mr. Belmont §Jikf11l 
mean that if one of the defense agencies desired to a~quire equip­
ment for use in continental or territorial United States, they 
would have to acquire the device through the Bureau, or at least 
get the Bureau's permission before purchasing it. There would be 
som~ advantage.in this in that it would appris ' d 

If Treasury is given permission to use it, they 
· a so would have to acquire their equipment through us.. I asked 

Admiral Souers if this was the intention, that is, to make other 
~gencies acquire equipment for use in the United States and its . 
territories through Justice and he said it was. He stated he was 
cer~ain, of course, that the Attorney General would desire to place 
this control within the Bureau. 

- 3 -
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CfANDAJU) FORM NO. 84 

Office Memor-andum o uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

itA .TO 

ff/~ FROM 

THE DIRECTOR 

D. M. Ladd 

DATE: August 21, 1950 

TolSOII __ 

~~ . --~ SUBJECT: ~CHNICAL..,ZELEPJJ.QN.E DT?.!liJlE' 

~ 

l~ 
~~ 

f ~ ~~· 
r .~ 

I ·~ 
I It 
; ~ 

~ ~ 
·~ 

I called Admiral Souers on August 21, at which time :~o~ •. ·. 
I pointed out that I had again discussed this matter with the 
Director and that the Director said the more he thought of it ~ j 
the better he 1 iked the idea of having a directive issued con-te1•· ROOll_ 

fining the armed forces the same as the FBI was confine~- ~~ease 
wire tapping. . , ~~ · 

I pointed out to him that some of the worse violationd~~ 
with reference tolR'ire tapping was on tlJ,e part of the armed for(!e'!S 
and that there wdJ~o reason-for them to tap phones·domestically 

I . unless possibly it was confined to ·mi~itary bases; ~hl1:t frequently 
they put on taps and as a result of dl!fficulties arlslng, .the 
Bureau has been blamed for such actions. I further pointed out 
that the Bureau kept well within bounds and was the only agency 
that cl <.:. ared _wtth tts Oa_binet officer. 

Admiral Souers stated that some time ago, I gather 
about a year or so ago~ Charles Murphy at the White House had 

~ drawn up a directive for all agencies, limiting everyone, 
including the FBI, to wire tapping only in internal secu_r tty 
cases and eliminating the authority for the Bureau to tap in 
kidnapping and similar type cases. At that ttme he, Admiral 

' Souers, told Charles Murphy that the Bureau should not be 
limited and successfully killed the directive; that subsequent 

. ~o my ~alking to him on August 17, he had again talked to 
Oharl·es l_,(urphy and had tried to get the di redtive used but 
Murphy s~ems to think it should be left alone at th'is time • 

. I 

Admiral Souers pointed out that he would ~atch this 
and would keep the Bureau advised and see if it m~ght be ~ossib~ 
to have the directive issued later. He stated he agreed with /); 

~ 
the Director that the armed forces should be restricted; that ~ 
they were too promiscuous in the use~~ this procedu~ 

· \\~ · <r0-?60-o . 
~ if : ·;: . . ~ G /lifi ~ it1.!l ·1. 

cp'tV-~ / DML:dad ct-· RECORDED'-119 Jtr~f~-~~~1··o '~£. J; ,v· '- -~ l28l! . - ~ 
_ _.,~<~ ~ • 
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Office Memorandum . UNITED1 v~-~-­ GOVERNMENT 

TO 
).!r. A. H. Be~ ~~- pATE: 

August 31, 19.50 

Mr. c. E. Hennricli Q~~ 
TA.ll.GET ......, 
ESPIONAGE - R 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

~E-R' 

JUNE 
Tola¢11 __ 

L&d4, __ _ 

Clegg, __ 

Olavtn __ 

N1cll0ls_· _ 

Ro~n._· __ 

Tracy._._ 
ll&rbo. __ 

llohr. __ _ 

Tole. Room_ 
Ne&ee __ 

I talked with Mr. Conrad of the 'Laboratory on August 29th, ~~ 
~~g::;~~~~rrts of t.h • Eahn•••=· +a ·:-"': ·:: f"tallatio{ / ~ 

There are technical problems involved wliiCh at this time lre not 
readily overcome. Since practical application of this riew technique has not 
oeen consummated to date, I conferred with the Washington Field. Office re­
garding the order of priority for su~eys on other coverage. Four installa­
~ions were select~d as being available· and probably most applicable to the 
use of this new Tel-Mike technique. They ~re as follows: 

'-' 
., 

~~ 

' "-S) 

I talked with SAC Hottel on August 30, and also with Yr. Conrad 
of the Laboratory, and it wastnutually agreed the Washington Field Office 
will secure blueprints from the. telephone comp~y on technical data involving 
~hese four installations, and the Laboratory will then survey them to determine 
which appears most applicable from a technical view point with a view to 
attaining a practical application of this new technique at the earliest 
possible moment. The Washington Field Office will confer directly with the 
Laboratory in working out this matter. The Bureau will be advised of the 
results. \ ' . '· . . j j 

ACTION.: None. For your information. Y 
&J_16tJ- {:; ·, 

z--"'1 . ) 

· RECORD£.\) • S1 ' f~ -jJ;{o -=-. ~---:' " 
SEPI -8"' 1950 
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STANnARD FORM NO. 64 

/ '. 

· -·Office Memo'randum • u·NITEn sfA1'Es GovERNMENT 

• TO 

F P/lOM 

THE DIRECTOR DATE: September 7, 1950 

. v 11\)12~ 
'IRE TAPPI]{, EVIOE J u 1\1 / ~ -:-~~ ...._. -

D. M. Ladd 

SUBJECT: 

,N~ 
For your information, the President's oral ·:an. __ 

directive pertains to the use of the above mentioned device. ~=--­
Th~s de~ice operates by being placed on the teleph~ne · ~M-----
1 ine outside of the premises of. the subject. The 1.nstrument 'Ult. Roc::_ 

~mposes a radio impulse on the telephone line which has the Nm•·---
effect of making the telephone ~nstrument on the other end .~·--~ 
of the line into a microphone capable of picking up conversatio~n~s----
in the room. 

Th~s radio impulse is able to activate the telephone 
by reaso.n of the fact that the radio impulse jumps across the 
cut off switch even when the telephone is hung up on its 
r"ece iver. It is not necessary to enter the subject's room 
or to make any change whatsoever in the telephone. 

J)ML:d.a_d 

• 



l\tEMOP.ANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 
MR. LADD 

,, ,~-.<$;~~~#~~e-~s~~on with the Attorney General today I advised ·~ of 
t]:le substah('.;e:o! tlie .memorandum addressed to me by Mr. Ladd under date 

\,• • ': ~ ••••-.....:; -. '; 1_·, Jt .. "..J. t-"' .f'~ r' ~,;. . ~ 

of ~~.Rte¥-l)i~j:n~~; -~959, which I am attaching ~reto, which deals with the ~ ~ 

~~?J:~fR~.4~&ti~~esid.ential Directive o~a~~·~_Listening !'evic~ 
· . ·· . · . 'rlie .Attorney General stated he desired to designate me to -· 
~~~~-~:~~~~:~e;·~-.Qr~~is matter that may arise affect!Jlg the Department :of • 
~~sti.-~~i~Cl· t~,.ln ~\lrn take up with him for approval and clearance the authortza .. 
:#.~~9J~~l~~t~¢ iri~t#~tions :when it ia necessary to utilize them. - .. 

---- . 
·x desire for this reason that no use of this apparatus be made by this ~ 

Bureau on any of the technical surveillances which have already been a.uthor~ed ~ 
without first ta.Y..ing the same up with me in order that 1 may e,q>lain to the -... 
Attorner Gen~ral about the use of such device in every instance. 1 

· . ~ I informed the Attorney General of the development of ~!vi!!e. ~ 
by o r Laboratory which. prevents ~.!!!:!!,asonic ~CJ!!~f Dt:!,:ice ~ 

. a. te~ephone micro hone and suggested to th~ Attorney General that he . ~ 
m t desire to !urnisb this information to the President in case it was desired ~ 
it be used for security purp~seo. The Attorney Gene-ral has asked that 1 send 2S 
him a memorandum about this matter and I have asked M:r. Ladd to prepare the o 
same\for me. ~ 

~ . iL: 
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l!' }eil §tut~s -::B~tfudmeutnf Yus( j 
1H~ilerul ~uteuit ~f ~uue~!ig~tinu· 

Mr. Cle<Jq __ ........ ..,... · · 

r.1r. Gla.'•ln~ --~ 

' 
· · Mr. N!c}iois --~ .. ----, 

~usqiugfnu ZS, :m. <!!. .w. Pocen =---~J __ ,. 
- .,.,.. . 

" 

MEMOR:ANDUM FOR MR~ rQ;s9}l v,~_ 1 :!;:dt · ·_ ~ 
. ~~ LA,pD. - ' sP- -~ __ 

• r d-
In conver.sation -with th.~ Attor'ney .Qeri:e.ral, today r adyiS:ed 'h~m o,.ti-I~'IMI~"'Ul 

the: :S~ostan:.ce of the, memox.andum ac\dr¢ssed to me ·by Mr-.- ~add undex· da:t 
.of :S~ptember 8, 19'5.0_. whi.cli f a:rb.. att~ching hereto.~ w~ic1;1, de·a1$. :with -tli~ 
!4ighly .c.onfidential Presidenti.<4 Db:-.ect,i:ve; on; 'Q'.ltx~on1c Liste~ri'g ·D~yi:q.e.f3.~ 

'\ 

. The A~to:rney Genera_l. p-tat,~d, he: de,sue'd; t.o de·signate; ;m:e :l;p 
,~$dl.~ the phas~s o:.( :thi~ matt~-x j;hat n1ay at.is.e a,f~ec.ting ·tl(~ 'DeP.a:dm:ep,t .. or· 
rJU'S:Hce and. to in t':i'l:il: take ~P 'W,i.t'li. hlm, ~f<>.r' .app.roy:a1 and. .cl.ea:r<il;tc~ ~t'l):e -~~t,h.ot.i:i'a-­

--ti<?~·t?f'th~se instaflations_ wheir_it is nece:s:s~x.y to -u_Hll2;e;;th¢fu.- " . 
- . 

· I desb.·e for this ..r,~as~fn -~h,.at no u,se o'f thi:S app_a,r.~tti~.])~. )rt~de· qy··this . 
. B~:tte.~~: on. any of th¢. ·te chp.ica¥ ·.suxveillftn·ce_S: wh'ich ·:ll,a,"y'e_:._al:;r..ea9-y J>e$J!.•:~:t_,tthdrize'd 
~:Vli~ho~,t.fir si: taking .t4e. s_ame. ll,p wfth. me ~n or.d~:r th.at_ ~may :explain,: ~to. t4~-- ' 
,Attq:r:n.:~y Oeneral p.bqut the ~~ o~ $~ch ·deyi,ce. in ·e~er.y· ,in~t~u~,q¢·~ 

l info~med the At~orxl:ey Qehe:ra:l, <;>£ t~e: dev~l<?pfuenl·t>f a: gevice: 
.. b;r .p;u:r ~abqre,i<;>ry wliich~:p-;re.v:(!~~s· :l;he: ·up'e. q£, th:e :Uit:r~-~.oni.c· 4.~~te-nj,~g Deytc-~ 
a'* ·a, ·~~·iephone'~l'nici.oP,hone. ~n,d: ~ugge~t,ea to th~ .AitS):rl}.ey ·Gen.eial':f;ha~. h~~ -
.'¢~'~4i:'r.q::e.siie- t'oi:f;u$i;Sh; tp.i_s ~o.rn;i:a:Hon: tq. ~;h~ ~-r.e:Sl:de:tit :iD.. c:!i~.s'e· ~t wir$: .de,·sil;'.e,4 
11:~~- ~~e#fi:r se_su"X#t p~r-pqs'¢'s.. The ,Attoin.~Y, d~ne,;·at J:as :8:$k~d ji~at l~ sep.d. 
hitxi- .<i:TI).~f!loxanq)!ID. }l.hout this.~:m.atte.r anql ba ve: ,a:.s'ls:ed :Mr.:. *-'add,' 'to J.n~epa;r'~ the; 

- .. , - } . ' -
P"a.ln¢ fo~ fu,~. -~ 

l )-. ~--~ 
~... r ,. ... , ' .. 

~:-. I tl.lin~-i~ would pe well to ,hav~ the _p;rey:enti,y.~ d~vl.9e j:q.#~U¢<{ 1# 
t.A¢<f;,e.Ie_ph.ones of -~;i:.. 'tol,s·on,- Mr, I...add~. M~. ~icho~~ .a:hd :ni,y:s.~lt.. · . 

1-

. In this ·.same cot;tye,tsatiori. wii;h };he. A-ttc>.rnE}Y.'Gene~ail; wf6 (C4_sct(Ss_ed· 
i;~e l_l;i~ttH of. techn,i.cal. suxveitl~~~~s .an;d :t-4e .~tto~e.y qen~ra~ 1~ta;t.e:d· ~~ ~4ought -
'W~ .$:h,ou1d. ~-evi~w t}i_~·se ~yeii:!.an,ces JFp~Jjm,~;tp. ~hn:~·to pta:ke'. <;:e.r.tain, t:q~t 
i?-~~ 'W~;t:.e useful, ail:& 'that they;.~hq~~d J:>e: Foli~~u-~a;, 'I ~old thE; Atfo:r;n,~z Gene~al 
ih:a~ .. i:fi~ was bein_g done an:~ ihl:s _sa,ti.sfie.d liim. -_l gesi6e .th{il .all t~chnic.al # 

stt;~i~~c~s that.~e in. ope:r,a;tio~ l>e. j"\Xstf.ti.ect· ~t-J~:a.s~ Q~c-e .. a:,mon;~.h:$.y ihe . 
!i'eld .oW,~¢ Jh;a:ving ~~~h s1i~vei.lJ~ces ~ 9P~.tf,tiP~~ I -;~n;~t tliat :th..ey J>~ -v~..ry c.ar~f~y ..,

1 - '):r;~y.i;~)V.E;,d::~a scrutin~zed her ~ ·, the .Seat. of. .. yoy~r.nine.l}J f.o:t ~9iiti+lU:ed '9;per.atiph. 

' '· '. 

··' l • 
± .... ~- -



-. . 

( 
1 I also desi e to ·again re1te ate the meticulous· care that we must .1 

e'xercise in the recommendations· to the Attorney General of any new technical 
surveillances and in the authorization of continued technical su~veillances. 
I do not want this project to in any way get out of hand and I want .it to be 
v~ry closely restricted and .supervised. 

The Attorney General discussed with me the procedure for obtainip.g 
a.'~thorization s for installing technical su~veillances and suggested I a:t:range 
tp bring these to his personal attention so that he might approve them himself 

· ~d ·they would then _be .handled by the Attorney General and myself or a · 
designated representative of the Bureau. I have asked Mr. Ladd wherever 
p]:actical to assemble these requests fo.; new authorizations. once a week, 
01,1.-Monday, and I will-thez{ see. the Attorney G~neral and submit them to him for 
.his consideration at that time. Of course in the case of any real emergency 
the requests for authorizations for technical surveillances should be immediately 
brought to my attention and I will then see the Attorney General special. . 

~t, . 

.{\.ttachrrient 

Very truly yours, 

4 l.t_. ·~. 
Edgar Hoover 
irector · . 

I 
I 
~ . 
J 

l 
l 
{ 
!, 
} 
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j 

i 
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Office Memorandum . uNITED sTA~rns GovERNME:Nr 

TO 
I }) 

I ~~\J-
1 

THE DIRECTOR 

FROM ' .~E EXEIJIM'IVES IJONFERENIJE ~ 
SUBJECT:~ECURITY OF BUREAU .._'!_§}!lJPHONES 

DATE: August 2 

0 "" -;~ ........ ---: - ,. .. } ·-
W,.,{,c-rJ.4.,.~ Yt.-<~-:--~ 1 t t •)-'(. r. ~--<./ 
On·August 23~ 1950~ the Con~eren~e considered.$h 

s ~curitiy_.£.t:. Bureau _!,el__ephone~s. Iff connection iJJi"li'fi · 7//te• 
])1,rector 1s approval to ~nswl'l filters which would d~.feat 

· t~:~ new radio frequency wire t'apping device which Pf#f:mits 
-.co_hvert ing the telephone instrument into a microphon-e~ th__e· ~ 

Co_'[J,ference un · · · . 

_ ·The Conference was further advised that in o~er for 'the new . 
equipment to be successfully used on any of the lines coming fro~.the 
Bur~au switchboard~ it would'be necessary that someone have access 
to the phone lines within the Justi,ce .Buildi-ng since the radio frequency 
device would notf work through the Bureau switchboard if installed on 
one of our trunk lines~ The Conference feels that this is adequate 
protect.ion for most of the phones within the offices of other officialf? 

~ and supervisors provided perigdic checks are made oj~he security 
' of our telephone lines. 

'· I'~ . • 

~~~ No complete security survey of our Bureau phoT}e 1 ines has been ~-
~~- I made for approximq.tely two. years and the Conferer;,ce unanimously 

·.. reco7!1-mends that a comprehensive survey· be m~de of all Bureau, phones, 
· - wh~ch will require approximately 10 man· days. The Conference fur.ther 

l ·:· ,_ ·uncmimously recommends that· onqe each month thereafter q ... -r-ec/7,eck bi 
~~ _,1 maQ,e of the Bureau trunk 1 ines and certain 1 ines with ih ·the bu·ilding · 1 

an~{ that'l:spot checks be .made of the remaining lin __ e§· wit,hin-·the building:, 
whi:_ch will require approximately two man days per month:. If the · 
Df~ector•approves~ the Laboratory _will: . · ' 

} 

1. 
2. 
]. 

" ..,.-,t 
Install the filters as indicated above. ~·.>!· '- _ 
17il·l make a comprehensive ·t;el·ephone su'rv~y,.,•i~~·ediately. £­
Will· make a recheck of the- Bureau phon~s once each month 
a:?:~.in.9-iCf]~~d above. 

- Jl" ... ...') .... 

Present ,q~ ike do·njirence were Messrs. LadsJ., GlOJvin, Tracy; 
Molfr~ Belmont~ Ni r · · s~; rJfcint ire~ Si zoo~ Ne(!-se~ Hargett and J'arsons-. . '• 



st'AND.\RD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

To : THE DIREOPOR ~~jj-,m 

PROM 'V• M. LA;JD ~ $IJ;~~ ~ 
DATB, Oot;ob~r 2, •1950 ~ 

·v~~:vln 
N1 o rz-
Ro II , 

r~ SU.BJBCT, lJLTRIJ1IONIO LI BT!JNING DEVICE ~~ 

_, 

You were adv~sed by my ear.lter memorandum IJP~: k?'' 
today concerning my conference with Admiral Htllenkoetter ~M " 

and lfr Pat Ooyne concerntng, the above devtce~Referral/Co.!2~-u-l_t_ 

· You will recall that my memorandum stated that ~-----

t~ tee dicLJ)_o_"i;_r.._~qJJ,ir aae qy_:§.li.at_}]._(Jg_a_s.JTir.iTa ~ 
de.!-npe o,.P.urchase .it o .· h ore it was t., 
a reed that the F 

My memorandum furtner 
s a e a r. oyne was so of the opinion that if the 
Treasury Department. or any other agencies, wh.ich are r equ tred­
u~der the directive to ob·ta"in this device through the 
Attorney General they could requ~st the.Attorn•y General for 

} ~them and that he, at that time, could consider buying them from 
~~----~~ . b6 Per FBI 

I 
i 

On this memorandum _you noted: b7C 

'~don't like this at all. Does. the Directive . 
or any other instruction give! Ia monopoly 
and e~clusive rights to sell this to gout. 
agenciesP I! so it is astounding favoritism in 
which I will have no part. H. 11 • • 

-· 



b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

Qffice Memorvvndum o uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO 

~. own·laboratories as ong~ 
~as Di~ectiue were aoided by~ 

·. -· 
_ _ Mr. Ooyne was also of the opinion that if the Trearu ry 

.. Departm~nt or the other agencie.s which are required under 7ihe 
. Dir.~ctiue to obtain this deuice through the Attorney General 
.,.}:dest·re :a. ]ly of them., that +.he Department at that time could /) ". 
_;consJ,d~! buying them fro{ Vor the other agencies.~ 

ACTION: None (J ~ O: L • ~~ Jl ' . 
DML:dad ~.· ~~~ ~~~ .. 

•• 

b6 
b7C 



r 
b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

Office Memor(;pndum o UNITED STATES GOVEP-.NMENT 

TO 

FROM 

DATB: September 27, 1950 

::± 
~ Tele, Room_ 

Referenced memorandvm advised 
that I told Admiral HillenKoetter that the Bureau had no 
intention of acquiring any devices through I I and 
that the Bureau had not received any instructions to the 
effect that they had to be purchased through this 17Jed ium. 
I suggested that Liaison talK with Pat Goyne fbr the 
purpose of clarifying this matter, with which suggestion 
you agreed. 

This rna tter ·UXJ.s discussed with Goyne by SA Edward 
s. Sanders, at which time Goyne admitted he KnOWS very 
.little of the background of this matter. Goyne stated 
he did not know whetner the directive would require that 
these devices be purchased through I I· He agreed 
it would be r.oilly for the BUreau to purchase these 
devices from if our Laboratory is capable of 
making them. oyne suggested that a conference be 
held between the interested parties in order to determine 
Just what the situation is in so far as how many of these 
devices have been developed. He stated that it is his 
opinion that the directive covers the principle of the 
dev toe regardless of who has developed it. He further 

. advised that at ~the time the directive was issued, it was 
his understanding the ollu "two devices in, existence were 
those of the Bure~u and_ J 
REGOMMENDATION 

Nease. __ 



. 
t 

I 
6 Per the FBI 

. STANDARD FORM NO, 64 

7C 

·Office Memor~ .. ndum • uNITED sTA .... Es GovERNMENT 

THE DIRECTOR ' DATB• . 0 
D, M. Ladd ~.§l}JtJ.bliVn September 22, 1950 /If~ 

SUBJECT: ULTRASONIC RADIO-TELE~§~'IE~ E--#t.VICE / ~~:~ 
!fJ ~ .,J'. Y/~tc.~r~'"""':;.._ 

. Admiral Hillenkoetter o called at my gffice this~=~:::~~= 
afternoon with re erence to the President's directive in 1~~~~ 

TO 

FROM 

connection w.ith this mat er. Referral/Consult ~,;Ro.....:.--, 
~)J~ oo=_ 

Ot.n·"{...;.-dl::-....... 
He stated he had talked with 

I) 
Security Council concernin thi 
him h 

oyne told him that it would c 
~ or 00 of these devices and Admiral Hillenkoetter stated 

·he told Coyne he 'did not want t.ha; ;z1;~er an: did :at nronos; ~.c 
-~t them through this source~ [ .; 

'J 
. Coyne allegedly told Admfra~ enkoe ter ~ at this c"'"fz""'e~du..... __ ..., 
not be done; that they could only acquire the dev~ce through __ 
~e told Admiral Hillenkoetter to'go to the Attorney General a~n=---~ 
~ake the matt~r up with him. Hillenkoetter stated he intends to 
4ave further conferences with Mr. Coyne concerning this matter and 
qoes not intend at this time to talk with the Attorney General. 

j 
I told Admiral Hillenkoet.ter that the Bureau had no intention 

. of acquiring c:in y devices through I I and had not received any 
instructions to the effect that they had to be purchased through 
this medium. 

Lj 1 Arrangements will be made to have Liaison talk with Pat Coyne 
~ / jn the near future for the purpose of further clarifying this matter. 

,J;. 

/ 

! 
• I 
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.I 
srANzwu> FORM NO. 64 

Office Memor.., ___ ndum • uNriEn sTA_.Es GovERNMENT 

TO THE DIRECTOR DATE: 

28, 

a~ 
You inouired as to when we ,first took ~is matter 

up with J.!r. ~Coyne. 

He was originally contacted on September 8, 1950, 
at which time the in,formation from the President's 
directive was obtained. 

I Subsequently, you will recall, on September 22nd, 
Admiral Hillenkoetter talked with me, indicating he 
had been in touch with Mr. Coyne. 

I On September 27th Liaison again took the matter 
up with Jfr. Coyne, and the memorandum submitted is 
attq.ched hereto •. 

. 
On the same date, September 27th, Mr. Coyne called 

and indicated that Admiral Hillenkoetter and he desired 
a conference. They had no available time until Monday, 
Oc·tober 2, 1950. 

JJlfL:CSH 

NICbOls __ 

Rosen. __ 
Traer, __ 

ll&rbo. __ ..;..._ 
IIO!lr __ 

Noase. __ 



-Qjjice: Memor~.-ndum • uNITED STA~Es GovERNMENT 

TO 

FROM" : 

~SUBJECT: 

THE DIRECTOR DATE: 

D. M. Ladd~ ~tember 27J ~950 
ULTRASONIC RADIO-TEL;N;~~ 

!. J J _/ . p-ft'}</-
Mr. Pat Coy e called this afternoon and 

stated th~t he and Admiral Hillenkoetter desired 
to come over and talk with me with reference to 
the above-entitled device. I haveJ accordinglyJ 
arranged for them to call at my office at 9:30 a.m. 
on MondayJ October 2q 1950. 

Dli.L:CSH 

']:!£ 

$40C1 4: \SSG. 

/ TolsOD/ 

~b ..... L&dd z:;::;::>" 
~en a: __ 

Ol&Yln ___ ~ 

·Nlehols __ _ 
Rosen ___ _ 

Traer. __ 

llarl>o· __ 

llohr __ 

Tell. Room_ 
Neue. __ 

OendY._---. 

,, 

I 
l, 

J 
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"Office Memora-~tdum • UNITED sTAl·n'S' GovERNMENt 



"\ 

·~~ 

t~·, 

• • 

\ 
-•,• r 

II of Jus~ice in· the absence of the- approval in each instance by the 
Attorney General. , - Referral/Consult 

.. , 

9. Such devices ·ghall not be used by any aeenev I 

10. The Secretary of TreaSury. the Secretarv of Defense, the _ 

)I 
Attorney General and J ~hall be responsible 
pe;-sonally and individually for continuing thefr close supervision of all 
activity relating to the control and use of such devices. . 

11. Informat~on concerning the existence and nature of such devices 
shal7- b~ limited to the· appropriate employees of the Government on a 
n~ed-to•know basis. · 

It is noted that this Directive is not to be reproduced. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The foregoing is for your information; 

- 2-

... 



~.. .. .. -
,STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ~ .. ' 

.... . . 

\Ota;ce Mefnorattdum 
J) ']]" . 

''} . 
I 

o UNITED s~-... --.. -~-­
~-~ 

. ·-

f :.:OM . :: ;::;:;:ES 1 CONFERENC .n~rn, ~eptembe'0f~ 
~OBJECT' TECHNIC~ .ANiJ iliCRiiP H01lr 8_UiiVEILLAN CES k.. . · . 
-@~~~A~ e ~ 

\.) ~ ·~ On September 1,~, 1950, the Executives I aonference" . !:~:Room 
f' 9on'si·sting of lleasrs. To2s9·n., La~d.,. Oalldhan, Quinn Tamm., Har'/:)o,; Oand)._ 

:J Jl.oh:r~. Ro'~en., Ol(!gg., Si2oo., McGuire and Be~mont., recommend:d that---
~ the attached propose AO Letter b isseminated to the t~eld. · 
~ The, letter cal'fl? fo ubm.ission o ·ustification lett_e.rs .~n ·a:t.l :f;e_.chn~ cal 
\ .and; combjnatiQ.IL.j;_e.c .:j_c_al.::ru.J)X..O~ o _s_Ul!..~.J:: · ances eac -~-r y o 

~ ·~~;~.p~riod for _jl!-~tification. on m'icrophone surve~·:llanc£(s' is no~ being 
£hap:ge_d., but rema~ns thirty days after installat1.·on and ·.each s'Z-x-

~ Tlionlihs thereaftfer. 

'l 
)· . The proposed letter calls for the closest supervision 

pos~ible as to· the installation and continuation of technical. 
s:urveillances. 

.. 
. The purpose of. the letter is to insure close 'and ~ 

continuous supervision of technical survei l·lancesJ both ,in the f'ield . 
and at the Seat ot Government. 

}~~-
~he field. 

In the event you approve~ this leiter will be ~ent ~o·~ · . 

,, 

.AHB :tlc 

&J(, 

'~' 

Respectfully., 
For the Qonference 

:( 
plyde Tolson 

dleggJ~-~~·· · . . 
Mohr · - -

!:l '11,...':) 

\ 
... . 

.. ~ 



-~- _jb7E 

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: Septe:nber 29,~ 

0tfi 
.1?~~ -' 

~lmont __ 
IIOhr __ 

)-ho\'Jever, he e.xpects ~~e one ~!thl!! t!le._t_te~~m~:r:>-~· He stated 
that at his home in Leesburg the telephone is in the hall and not in 
a position \'rhere it could D1'lt pick up any class~fied information. 

Tole, l<ooa_ 
Ne&se __ 
C&Mr. __ 

~--------ol!is!.JI.Iii.J~.e:!i.ld~h~e-w!:.:o~u~l~d,_,l:!:.::i~ke the :Bllreau to take 
.,J--!:=::.~:::.::....r....---------------...,..~·d at a subsequent date 
........, _______________ "'T""" ____ __._=H.:;.e..:r:.:::e=e::.:s:..:t~ed that Mr. b7E 

Reynolds :perfect arra.ngements_ with in order' 
that the necessary installations may be made after the employees of 
his office leave. He stated that there are people in his office untrl 
S:OO P. M. every evening. Mr. Reynolds will.work out the necessary 
arrangements with I I and Mr. Conrad of .t~e Technical 
Laboratory. t . · 



'S'TANOARD F'ORM NO. 64 \ 

b6 
b7C 
b 7E 

Office Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

\, TO' JJR, TOLSON£( , ~ATE' October 2, 

i FRqM : R. T. HARBO /PR' ;.;:.1 • /I . .. v \ X VI 
·, SUBJECT: ~~0 FREQUEN~ELEPl!ONJ!l:..'MICROPHONE DEVICE 

\ 
' 

) 

"-. . ' 

~·,. · There is .no .installation to be made at I-___;,·;__ ____ ...., 
\~ resi.dence at Leesbur:~· The onl: remain in: wor.k Jorl 

· · will bel _ _ _ I some time wtth '&n the 
/\ nerf; mohtn. :Z't1't8 w't 1 be close. y Jollowe • 

The installation 'n r the protective· dev'ioes in both the . 
N _ ... ...T': ... lwas handled on 
"s~ptember 30 by SA Charles K. qo·r;,b·g;l;:t;;- 'Th~s O'!mpletes the instal-
la~ions fori * I 

.. 'tJ .. I • ,.. .... v 

t, 
·· RTH:AF 

-"' cc-Mr. Ladd 
·') )Jr. Conrad 
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I· 
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------------------------------------------------ --·--

Office Memor t.:..;zdum • u~ITEn sTA .. -.ss GovERNMENT 

ro THE DIREOTOR ' 

PRoM ' D. . • Ladd ~ s 
suBJEcT: , si oF utTRABONia· D..EJT11JE-

DATE: Sept~mber 8~ '1950 

.~z.-+ 
P'~~~/ 

? N~~--
()11 II 'J. ~o-.J ~. . ~A/-~~~ /J ~ · ::;:=== 
()...V .. .J. '·"'-· .L ··ca'i"led Mr. Pat Oqyne of tfi~ National Securi.ty l!&rl>o•--

aouncil on the morning of September 8 and advis8d him that ~M· __ 

the Attorney General had brief~d you orally on the President' sm •. RoOIII_ 

Dtrecttve and had in4icat~d th~t for security reasons the 
directtve was betng ma·intained in the office of Mr. Lay .of 
th~ National Security aouncil w~ere it would be avatlable fo 
ezamtnation. ~~~~~ 

you to pass on the u~e· of this device in the Department. ~ · ~ 
I ad vi sed that the Attorney General had deaf.gnat ~- \ r 

asked Mr. Ooyne if he could m~ke this available to someon rom , 
the Liai.son Section in order that the'Bureru might know what 
restrictions the President had placed. on this technique and 
to whom. it appliedo 

llr.· Ooyn~. stated he had the material in his office and 
would make it available to Liai~on for review. · 

I have .. arranged for an Agent 'from the Lia;ison ~ectio ~'f>~~ t 
review ~h~ material today. 1r 

. 5 40CT 5 1950 

~ Y~., 

¥t? 
RECORDED,,, 
INDtXED- ll 



~/Office Memor·~vndum • 
TO 

FROM 

~ S?BJBCTo o~__:I:...:O_:_:~=::.::..:::~;:::;:.:;:~= 

b7E 

. 
UNITED STa-lES GOVERNMENT 

DATB: September 14, 1950 
'tolSOD __ 

L&d4._ __ 

Clottgg_ __ 

Olt.Yln __ 

NleliOle __ - _ 

ROUll1 __ _ 

submitted to the Se curi t traer·---
Harbo•..:..· --
liOilr:....... __ 

tele, R0«1_ 

Net.e••---
as the most desirable p OeM:f 

r e l.ns on o e Radio Frequency Microphone-Telephone unit. B.aSJ.,...;J:, ___ "/ 

A survey conducted by a teChnician in the Laborato~the cable facilities 
serving th fore-mentioned establishments revealsL___Jto be the on~ one 
where t e dio Frequen .1icro hone- hone unit offers reasonable probability 
of succe s without requesting the cooperation of the telephone company to the 
.e~tent o~ opening and altering the lead.cover~d telephone cable feeding the 
premises in question. 

' In I,..der :a ~· ns::J 1 this unit it will be 
necessary in: !telephone terminal room to run a pair of telephone 
wires from te cen ra o 4 ice cable side of the main distributing frame to a 
surveillance room adjacent .to the telephone terminal room, and then another 
telephone pair from the surveillance room back to the house side of the main 
distributing frame. rt. is believed that. these ·wires can be installed in such 
a manner as to r.ake detection difficultf For secur; t'r reasons it is believed 
~hat on~ one line shou;td be covered at_ pt this tim~. An 
f~s·tallation of this kind within the telephone terminal room offers somewhat 
greater risk of detection than the· usual microphone or telephone surveillance 

. installation; hov;ever, it is felt that this additional calculated risk is out­
weighed b,y the po~sibilit of securin micro hone covera e without ent r'n 
subject•s premises. 
of the 'Vas · · ce, is ~.,...-......,..,..-----=----:---:----:---:-::---:--:--------J 
L---------------J offered the Bureau exclusive jurisdiction over a 

pm1er room immediately adjacent to the telephone terminal room. 1he usefof his 1 
power room would solve, temporarily at least, the problem of securing a _../ 
surveillance room. . 

L....-----.---.,........-----:----:--=------::----:---.,......-:-----:-'wi thout requesti~ the telephone company 
o open up the existing l~ad ~ov~~ed cables at points in the near vicinity of 

the respective premises in order to permit access to the telephone lines in 
question. 

CKC :IVIC/rnr /J'Jz,~J 

..... 
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RECOMME:NDATION: 

This information shJuld be furnished to the Securicy Division for use 
in evaluati:r.g the request of. the Washington Field Office for installations on 
th. e above-mentioned premisesj Subject to concurrence by the Washington Field 
qt'fice and the Security Divi~ion1 ~t is felt that it ruld be preferable to 
proceed With tne installation on prior to requesting the 
telephone company to alter t~e cab e s stem for us. Should ay.hari za+.; an he 
ranted for installation o · ed to I 

the Washington Field 
J.ce s ou e instructed o make the necessary arrangements for the installa-

tion and the surveiB.ance rodmo In this event a laboratory technician will be 
assigned to assist personnel!of the washington Field Office in making the 
installation of the technica] equipment. . 

•' I 

I 
f, 

! 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
l 
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Dtrectpr~ FBI 

~,0fJ./l'RASONIO LISTENING DEYICE 

September 14~ 1950 

PERSONAL AND CON~~ 

Wit~ re/erence to my c~nuersatton to yp~ conoerntng 
. the use . :~j the new ultraao~ic l tsten~ng dey~ce~ I thought 
ypu would be tnt~reated ~n ~now,ng that t~c ~~a~ has 
perfect 4ft a f:&ite.r wh~ch- may be placed. on th~:.~:l!}ep!'ot!!. . . ~-- .~ 
ltne whtc~ wtll n~t perm~t that particular phorru~~~~ge~ 
as a mtcrophone~ thu.a d.efeati,ng the Zl.Be o/ the new .. yJ:tlr....a.-:,-. • 
son~c ltstentng deutce. · . 

.,. .....,.,,..., I> _ .. --~!~· 

I have made Qrr~ng_eiJteP~.~. to haye: this; preuerrtt've 
aeutce instaiiea on the phones tfL _ I las a protective measure. 

I thoughp t~at you mtgh* ~~~~~~~·~onstderot£on 
to the .u~e oj such a deutce 0~ an~ that 
you m£ght desire ~o ~uggest to-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
of instglltnq. a ~~mtlar denice I ! . ~" L..-------------.----~ 

Thfr{l prqvent..;pe ·deu'£oe lf.!'&l7. n_o~ ,pr,ef?(JlJ1; vapp,ing OJ" th~ 
telephtoiJ!J as suo/1 }?_ti_j;. wt.ll preuellt ~~e ~n~~rumen~ :from. .bc~rigJ 
uttltzef/,. as a mtcrcphone and· p.ioldng .up ·conu.ersat·ions. tn th'8,~ 
room. 

DJJL:dad 
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STANX>ARD FORM NO, 64 

~nn; M J . ·. -fbJ) yJpCe, ·em_.()'J·anaU?JZ • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

rp : THE DIRECTOR· 

FROM : ]). Jl. Ladd ~\ , ~ 
DATB: September 14, 1950 

SUBJBCT'¥J)U~TRASONIC LISTENING ])~.&.\/~ 
V. Tolson v-' 

I 1.&<1<\'---

There is a~tached here~o a memorandum for the 
Attorney General in accordance with your instructions 
w~t~ reference to the filter which can be installed 
on t.e~J?-hQnes~to prevent the use of the ultrasonic 
listening deviceo 

Clegg; __ 

:~~~ 
RoseJa.:..._~_ 
tracy, __ 

Harbo. __ 

,llollr __ 

Tele, liocc_ 
Nease. __ 
Oancy· _____ 

· For your information, such a device has already been 
installed on your own home and offi~e phones and on the 
office phone of Hr. Polson9 The Laborgtoru ia .now arranging 
to install t;hi.s dezzice I I 
I I 

The device which the Laboratory has developed as a 
preventive consists of a rather simp~e condenser arr~ngement 
which can be installed on .the telephone 1 ine with tn the 
house or office and which operates by shuiting out all 
ultra high frequencies but tn no way interferes with the 
normal telephone conversation. 

IJJJL:dad 
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STANDARD fORM NO. 64 L) 

Office Memot·",~ndum • uNITED sT.tt.d~s GovERNMENT 

TO : THE DIREOTOR -

FROM : D. li. Ladd' t 

Admiral Hillenkoetter called me on 

DATE: September 18, i950 

T~lson ,--
LM~,____ 

Cle...._gg __ 

inquired whether the Bur~~~~~~~~~~~~~-=~~~~ 
d~uices. He stated that 

I told 
acquiri.ng any at 
aduised relatiue 
promised to do. 

,' 

him that the Bureau was not interested in ~ 
this time and asked him to keep the Bure~· · 
to his conferences with! I which hjb6 Per the FBI 

b7C 
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To loon_ 
Lo.4~-­
Clogg 
Olav I;;----" 
lllchOls __ 

ko:son___:_ 
Tn!.cy 

·•. 

' ,· 

,. 
' 

~' I September Z7, 1950 

~---, 
I 

MEMOR:ANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 
MR. LADD 

In conference with the Attorney Gen,.ei-al this morning 
he stated tha~ tNere 
desirous of having placed on their telephones the apparatus which 
would make non-workable the u~of the supersecret device which 
has .been invented to operate ~s mj.£I.QnhQ.~+ox..e£ .. s::. t,ele;e~on::.:.... 
Will you please see that this 'is ?1 · n iimn~4iate attention. · . 

JEH:EH. 

Very truly yours, 

// Tti:l~ 
John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

RECORMJJ~~ 
INDEXED:~ 

k ScP 291950 
t\ M · 

b7E 



STANDARD FORM NO. CS4 

Office Memort ... ~tdum o uNITED sTA(. ~s Go.:vERNMENT 

TO : THE DIRECTOR ~ 

"./&· FROM~' Ji. JJ. LAIJD ~- s~ :;:\v 1\t~ ~~son:;:=:: 
b j~; ~i'BJBC"f ~LATION (1F (J0UNT!PlJ!EA/1lfl1f!!- j( ()Y_}.f.,,. 
f :. . UPEHSUNIO-xJ:{J'J!E}fJ:Jrd:-1JJiTVI7!Es-" V ~i:avsC::: 

{) /JJr .' --~ --l.t· . .. }\ ; .. :·< '- =t / 

DATE: Oc-tober 2_, 1950 

5 

· .r • • ··'""pa,~--~Ooyne a~vis~d 8A ~anaers today tha~ the /fl}-~~:nt 
Pres1,dent and his s.taj'j are crut.sing on the Pres1.dent 's llo!u' -

yacht and are not e:cpected back until the end ·oj this week. tolo.l<oo=_ 

Ooyne stated he w"ill. be unable to mcike any arrangements Noat!o_ 

jor the ins-tallation of these counterdevices until the {' GaMy_ 

Prestdent and his s-taff returno --~-. 

Thts matter will 
L'la"l·son 8ectton. 

ESB:lae 

)/· 

the 



srANDARD FORM NO, G4 

Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO. , MR. D. ~· LADD ..-J /"' 
f rb.pB.oM _A. H. Be'<Jt y :September 213~ 19~ V.::-(OF (, . "cyy 

SUBJECT: -- UL'liJZASONIC LISTENING DEVIOES ~"'. 

' . 

Admiral Souers· was contacted today by 
Special Agent Edward S. Sanders to determine wll.ich 
of the President's telephones are to be.equipped 
with ·the counter jor· the Ultrasonic Listening 
Device. 

Admiral Souers and Pat Coyne advised they 
, will make. the appropriate inquirtes either on Friday 

or Monday and wi-ll adui se Sanders who~ he should see 
in thi-s connection. 

REO OJ.iMENJJA Tl" ON: 

The joregoi ng is submitted jor your i. nfor-
motion. 

ESSilw · 

\"1 
630CT6 

Clegg..._ __ 

Olavt~ 
Nlehols; ·.- · 

Rosen 

'tracy~ 
ll&rbo~ 
llohr._ __ 

Tole, Rooc_ 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 

Office Memorandum • 
./ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

.b6 
b7C 
b7E 

TO : I.ffi.. HARBO /().3 1 
DATE: September 29, 1950 

FROM : ~·.J. PARSONS 11 ii~: m~ 
\ ~ :~~ 

SUBJECT: RP.DfO FR~UENCY TELEPHOim-MICROPHONE DEVICE .-{,_ ~ ~~~ -
IJ-. r \ · / t/"~: Ecy_ 
~~ / • ,J ' '-tlf J ~- .{~~ V ~: ~ea_ . t~ 'J ' <~--:~A ~- l.. .. t • ·! ·"' LIA l ~. +"!::!f·fl .... V' ... • - ~...... ~: ~~--:--

In accordanrr witlil ]request that t~e p;r:otective :: ~?'~~ 
device a ainst the radio frequency telenhone-microphone unit oe ~ns'€atrea-- r;;e;...=~ 

-·· & J - 11188 Holi:Os_ s, contacted I 1us8 caooy_ 
I"""L----------__Jfl"&l~this afternoon in accordance with Mr. Ladd 1 s 

suggestion. She checked with the Attorney· General and .he asked to see me. 

I bointed out the phones in his office and there axe 
three phones off the svd.tchboard and one direct line on his desk. He asked if we 
would take care of all or' these phones and I assured him we would. He said that 
any time over the weekend 11ould be a convenient time and I said we would do it 
tomorrow morning. 

, At had ~ti. th an extension. 
He also has a private line with three extensions on it, making a total of six phones. 
I told him that we would truce care of these at his convenience and he assured me /.1 

·that any time vtas convenient s:i:nce there was always omeone at his home. We will t.f?u,../ 
therefore take care o t hones tomorrow also. · 

j 

DJP/mek 

er . 
j! "-· .. 
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'$TANOARD FORM N<?..:~ 

Offt~e Memorandum J UNITED·STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : MR~ TOLSON ; V~--: DATE: September 28~ 1950 

FROM ' r!. T. HARBO !PJ:J- "-- .. ~..,.,.-;-. 
SUBJECT: RAJJIO FREQUENCY TELEPHONE-MICROPHONE DEVICE 

! Reference is made to the memorandum from the Director 
to Messrs. Tolson ~nd Ladd concerning the President's request 
that the countermeasure jor the r dio re uenc tele hone­
mi'cro hone device be installed on-

Ill'. Tolson_ 11r. Cle:!!'lu __ 
Ill'. Ole.vln_ 
11r. IMc!:~-
111'. Nichols_ 
11r. Rosen_ 
Ill'. Tr&e't_ 
llr. Ege.n'=--­
llr. ournoa_ 
:g:: l.lf~-
llr. Penntngton_ 
llr. ~len Tam_­
Tele. RoOIII_ 
llr. Nea.8e_ 
l!ISS Holl:es_ 
IllS& Ganc!'t_ 

T.he Liaison Section representatives are making the necessary 
cd~tacts to ejject ar~angements for the installation of the protective 
devices. The equipme~t and Laboratory personnel are available and 
the installations will proceed as rapidly as arrangements are completed 
by Liaison. I will ~~vise you when these installations a~ompleted. 

. (.! . 

~ 0 -:·z· t ~ - n 5" lOt.~- GJt 
Sh~t' 17 1950 

• 1M ~· 
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Room 5744 1¢110 1950 

TO: __ Director 
__ Mr. Ladd 
___ _ Mr. Clegg 
__ Mr'. Glavin 
- ·-Mr. Harbo 
___ Mr. Nichols 
__ Mr. Rosen 
__ Mr. Tracy 
__ Mr. Belmont 
__ Mr. Mollr 
__ Mr. Carlson 
--Mr. Callahan 
__ ·Mr. Nease . 
__ Miss· Gandy 
~nnel Fiies Section 

ds Section 
___ Mrs • Skillman 

.. -·-

See Me 
~ 

For ·A~propriate Action 

Send File Note and· ·Return 

Clyde Tolson 

,. 

·~ 
l 
l· ~ 

-I 

I 
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September Z9, 1950 

--~ -- \ 
~ 

~ MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

0RDE,D • 2 q" 0 -J (, 0 - &<./tb . . 
I wanted to advise you that in line with your suggestiQn a 

few days ago steps are being taken for the installation of the 

countermi:a:::: ::,...: :,..: :: :: ... J• w • • • • 

I devicel 1: ~lrproject 10 entirely completed I 
.will, of course, advise you. 

JEH:EH ·­
c-
-~ 

Respectfully, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

I 

b7E 
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Office Memorandum 
~ b7E 

TO 

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

MR. TOLSON 

R. ·p. HARBO JfJ?'~ 
ORAJ)IO F:REQUE/IOY TELEPHONE-JJIOROPHONE ,. 

' 

The 'installations for.~-.~~~~~~-----------r~~~~~~ 
were handlw=o..n J~.clob~z:. 2. ·and . c o er 3 by S.A tncludil;lg 
bo~n office and residence. ~--------~ 

. The ··tnstalla:t;tqns for I 
were ·handled by .SA J. 1J. JJA TT::!E!!"='R~o=n==;:::o=ct::;;to~l3:=e=r== 032:==,~b·oll\'lt~h-o t."="'!ll!"i':'"c""'e=-a-n""'!d:.--_. 
res'idence. 

· ta·tson Sectiqrz, representa ~ues. are 
these·installa~ions can be made. 

' -- ~.. .. , .< Jt\t;l,a:; t -· 

cc-Mr. 
Mr. 
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b7E 
,., 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

T$le. Room_ 

~----~------~and informed h}m that the President 

~~_::~:::::-;::c::::l:::,::~t::~~~~~~Y 
.o] unau~or1-zed per·sons to acin.vate their telephones 
~o miccbphones for listening devices• ·Mr. Webb was 
~old' that this coverag ' · · request was 
b~:i,·l!_g ex'?iiended onl to and in uir was 

r 1 , 

:·1~ Mr. Webb stated that he was present at the 
Cabinet fii-eeting at th.e time this matter was· d,;iscussed, 
but that he was completely confused as to wh~t i~ was 
all about-and st-a"'te-cr--m-crt lie was under the i'mpre:ss ion 
matthedeirfce 'that. the Burea'u' 'fiaa perfec.~..p;.quldJ-
p r e c lud·ea:J.·l~""t1Jp-es-o;t;.~"'teJ.ep·h-o;nri:'a;ztsoo:--Tif wl:i i e:xpl.'G in e d 
·tcrh im '~S"fj'"'~oac1i"f1iaf--&1n-swas~·not the £a~;: a.[ the 
dev.ice did not pertain to the usual types ~r4f.glephone 
taP.?• It was learned fro·m Mr. Webb that,rJJ-ft€" a.ttend~-~g 
th~ ... ·.Cabinet m~eting, he had directed a mel!.lorandUI(J to 
Mr~·'.1lumelsine, Deputy Under ... Secretary of State, irjaktng 
inqu1ry about ·the protective· devices and that Humelsine 
in turn s~nt it to Mr. Boykin, Director of consular 
Affairs, and that he in turn passed the ~emorandum on . 

o o · hie o the Securit Divtsion. 

In }Jr. Roach's ,pr·t~~nce, the Attorney General 
and nt~d .to knp~ ho~ the project was 

I 

-... 
• • ·'!; 
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. 
developi.ng. Webb· told him that a represen:tative of th·e 
FBI was a't the time in his Office~ and it would proceed 
as rapidly as possible. Mr. Webb commented to Mr. Roa·ch~ 
"I guess the Atto.rney General is getting impatient and "in a hurry." · · 

JJr. Webb stated that from his understapdirg of the 
v President's instructions the matter was to be held very 

closely a~d that~ therefore~ whenever t~e Bureau desired 
to start the i.nstallati~n~ he personally would see that 
access was had to all offices necessary. He stated that 
the best time to do this would be around six or sev~n o'clock 
some evening. He advised tha~ he intended to tell no one 
about the installation with the exception of the-Secr.etary. 



-· _Mr. 
__ Mr. 
__ __ Mr. 
___Jdr. 

--~---------' 1950 

__ _ . _Mr. Belmont 
----Mr. Laughlin 
· __ Mr. Hennrich 

_ . _Mr. Nicho 
_Mr. Rosen 
_Mr. Tracy 
__ Mr. Q. Tam 
___ Mr. Mohr 
__ Miss· Gandy 
__ Mr. Nease 

x~k_J~~~· gaumgardner 
Keay 

__ Mr. 
__ Mr. 

--·Mr. 
__ Mr. 

Stanley 

Desk 

----~propriate action __ ._Mrs. Henley 
- .-Miss Jess \.::f~~~~~te & return 

end _file 
__ Mrs. Davidson 'U~----~ring up-to-date 

__ Chief Clerk's Off. 
~ecords.Sectlpn 
___ Personnel Files 
___ Mechanical sa& . 
--Ident'., ,Division, 
__ Techn· · ·· · 

--Readi~~~~..l._~J~ 

__ correct !ft\tf ' • ...., 
--Re-da te~~'!e\~~~~j>l',. ' 
__ Plea~~~in.i tial & return 
__ Place on record & return 
__ Place on record 
__ Per conversatiop 
__ Advif3e st-atus 

WAR, 

b7E 



Till~ .A!fTOR.llEr OEI!&RA~D~ 

liiR..o;;czoa, FBI ~ 

·Qll.Jl).;IO FREQ UENOT 'fELEPHOll~liiOROPHOJ.V'E JJEVICE 

b7E 

October 16~ 1950 

· I thought; you. v;au!d 1<£1;e to 1mow that mo have oozaplctad 
'fihe ~n~tallat~or. of tho countcMeaoul'~ to-r. 'Che r1d1o!o.;frcquenoy 

, iclanhonn-rztcl!fphone de.utce on tba 'bel'ephoneQ O/ I I 'tn. occordance wtth t;he1r tl1faho$• 

n · t.'C 
Q..dvt.flc you tuhen . these 
CO:it.pl'Sted. 

: iJ~1tA1 

. . 
ac-Mr. 

111". 

nt 

., 

r.n -· ... 
t.-"'1 ---. 
= :'"<> 

,., 
<":: 
-1 
c -~ 
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The Atto-rney Generals~ 

ntrector~ FBI ~".J..:.W-

Installat:ton of Radio Frequency 
1:elephon.e..:.lftcrophone Ooun.t'er14easure 

· October 4, 1950 

ijEGORDED ~ 2 ?'tf ~ 7 i 6 - ~c; 
In order that you may ~~ co9n~aant of jhe status 

.oj progre8~ in _the.. "lnstalla:tton of #re couni.ermeasure 
I :ror the ta:Ha ~eciuencrr zq7enhano=:,.ot.anJ.ono att~:eat the 

7oll0Wlnp fs sei for.th: . 
! 

!n t:;,dd i1t on to ht;'.U:l ng 9-C?~.Ol~.ted. t4e ins~~l~a~i on 
your .filii ce and ·hq~~ _ ~f!J.)JphQt;..n~·~· 'L.:~.:IU.Ui' .L..L:Jii, ~· .w.t."""'"'....~.t.lo.A:LI.'---'LU..I:;6..1.&..---, .. . ~ .. 

---~-
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CJffice Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO 
The Director DATE: October 3, u 1950 

FROM 
D. M.' Ladd ... J_. ~ /:~ ~ 

~UBJBCT: l - • . ~./.':-. .... Jj "~ ~-- OhY~ .. 

, IJ.(j,c.t~. a..: .J..r-'~•.J- ~....;:;t.~,f ·''./.,1._(_{ ~~ . ' N1Cbol;:::: 

. Pursuan~o your request as to the status of progress Rosen 

i'?- iristalla tion o · devices~ neuiral~e tht:::ra.:_onic "-'•·--
d~ctaphone, the f. Ilow~ng ~s set--fort . _ "-·· :hrbo. __ 

\%\~. 
J L__ ____ ___. 

;) 

lL~ 
~:mls 

None. 

·--
Telt, Roo=_ Status of Installation N"~ ·--
~--Office phone completed 9/29. 

No home phone at present. 
Installa tiln wiJ J be made an ~ome 
phone when__ J 
~ecures on~.--------------~ 

Office and home phones completed 9/30. 

Office and home phones completed 10/2. 

L_----~,-------~~~~~· ti9Q 

his· 

Office and home phones p~rtially 
completed 10/2, complete installation 
today. · ~ 

Contact made by Bureau Liaison 
Agents. Installation to be done 
in near future. "'- · JfY 

I lhas been 
unavailable for interview. · 

· Appointment secured for today. 
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b7E 
,. 

Offic~ Memora.,tdum . uNrTEn sTAThs GovERNMENT 

T~ MR, TOLSON / ' . • DATB' October 9, 1.950 

~~ROM ' R, T, iiARBO/Pd}-~ .::fi)N--e.. .._ot~ 
p SU~JECT: RAJJIO F REQ UENCJY TELEPUOfl.E~liiCROPHONE ~ ~~ ~~ 8• 

()fid ~ • "')j_;· • ' ::=Y-t/ ' ' ~ ~tr. ourna __ 
- .{..1_-t-1_~ ~ ...... ...:.1 ~- \ :g:::r~-

Supplementing my memorand ~~October 2 and 3, ::~1~~ 
the "installation of the oountermea ure for the...r.I!51to ~!e~~ 

(oauul" : ::n::::a::::::: tua8 •ha~:1e: by. SA J, 1l, ·:1:l>J. ~ _ 
,o;, l1c1io~er 3 and 4, . ~J/../1/:;;.At 

tnl r \!.'5~ { 
r-----------~=~~~w~a~s~h~a~n~d~l~ed~o-n~O~c7t~ob~e-r~3~b-y~B.~~~a~wAR~L~E~~~K~.~CORBET 

l not destre an "installation in ht~ 
this ttme. In· the event he desires such · sta!~~_....,......, 
he wtll advise us. 

• 
..._.. 
·-

., ' 

-,.z.S 

· 540CT 23 1.950 - ~ .... 



.. -- - - ---------------
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!n'AHOAAO o'OOIW. NO, 64 

Office Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs Govr:RNMENT 

L __ 



t ' 
I 

! 

' ' 

1 J' 

,• 

~ 

1Jemo .Director 

'' 
of the Washington telephone ompany ~e n otij'ied 'of the. 'installation 
of the protect'iZ?e filter on several instruments but tha,t n.o indica­

. t.'ion be given concern .tng the radio frequency mtke-tel uni·t itself 
a~d that any explanation concerning. the filter. unit be limited to 
a.: statement that it is pr'otecti ve in nature. 

I 
J 
t 

-' 

I 

" 

Respectfti.lly, 
For'the Oonjerence v. 
Olyde Tolson .• 

, . . ,. 



Office Memor af!dum· • UNITED STATE.S GOVERNMENT 

TO ' Ur. R. T. Harb~/ DATE: October 17, 1950 

•' 
' IIDIOOdiately upon receiving such authority, I did so advise our· 

contact, and at his suggestion we have had thorough tests run by the 
te~ephone company test board oh an instrume~t equipped with the filter 
(unknown to the test board, 'of course) and our contact has advised us 
t~at by actual trial, n.o test presently used or planned by the telephone 
company will detect from the central office the presence of this filter 
on a subscriber's line. Accordingly, any, encounter with the filter by 
telephone company personnel will be the result of physical inspection of 
the telep~one equipment b,r such employees, ' 

·; ~ I have con,f'erred at some lerigth with our contact concerning the 
~-~ y:thod of insuring t~~~ !@n.m~:r.ing~ijih_gr,_remov.cQ-.9.! ~~v~-~~r by 
teleplione· per·sonnernu.glft be held to a min:iinum and that we would be 
.promp't·Ji advisecror same. Our contact has advised that so long as the 
generail \'rashington area is the onJ,y area involved, the organizational set 
up ;is such that he vr.i.ll be either consulted before the filter is removed 
or·:riotified· of the filter's removal by telephone company personnel. He 
fuither advfsed after careful consideration that he felt our present label 
11~ER:ruEN1,AL, DO NOT REMOVEII without any other ·J.:dentification ·would best 
meet the interests of the telephone company, until such time as it might 
be p~sible to have our filters constructed in a container which would 
sinlulate some standard telephone component. As reflected in rey- memorandum 
of-October 2, 1950, we are considering the possibility of having these 
fi+ters made up to simulate standard telephone equiprcent, and we are con­
ti~uing to follow that _pOssibility very close;ty. . . 

ACTION: N~ne; above 'for informational purposes only. 

· RECORt\D • 51 ·. -



•"~-

Office Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO 
' DATE: October 3, 1950 

FRO'M 

!AR. IIARBO ~~~ '>In 
• D. J, PARsONS t' SEY'~.EID. tol•=­

L&d4·---

=. SUBJECT: RADIO FREQUENCY MICROPHONE-TELEPHONE D~R ' 

i cf.j -: t.-L-"- lA~ I.~ r;-~-~_6- ~-A~ 
'lhe attached memoran~7J.Ir~~~ dated October 2, reconnnends 

that we advise our telephone company contact that we are installing the 
Sina.ll protective devices on a number of telephones. Mr. Conrad proposes 
-that we not disclose tp him the nature of the radio frequency microphone­
telephone unit or even the nature of the small protective device, but 
acquaint him With the fact that we have installed these small protective!. 
qevices marked "EXPERIMENTAL, DO NOT RE2JOVEII in order to have the cooperation 
of the telephone employees who will unquestionably come in contact with them 
and would normally remove t~em. 

Clt..,_m __ 

Ol&vi.D __ 

NICbOle __ 

1\0UDo __ _ 

Traer,_- _ 

H&rbO·--
llollr __ _ 

Nease. __ 

Oon41• __ __ 

b~st interests of the Bureau to do this. I would like to further recommend that 

I 

1 I agree with Mr. Conrad's reconnnendation and feel that it would be in the · 

Mf• Nic~ols a?vise one of t4e higher level officials with whom he is ill contact . 
. concerm.ng thJ.s protective device. R f 1/C lt , e erra onsu 

. I would also like to propose that Mr. Nichols on the highest level advise 
the telephone company of our radio frequency microphone-telephone device. I feel 
that it is a matter of ~nly a short time before the teleph~pe company will know 
of this development if the.y are not already aware of it. The fact that this·has 
been a matter of discussion among the yarJous departme~ts, the facti I 
I _and material has been written in the 
White House offices will certainly cause this information to become more widely 
disseminated. In addition to these reasons is the fact that in some ag~ncies such 
as the State Department and the Department of D¢'ense they have their own security 
checks and the curiosity caused by finding these small ~ilters will, I believe,/) 
cause this information to become more widespread. ~ 

_ I think we might well expect that in- the not too distant future the t,-./ 
telephone company will probably come to us or we might othervlise learn that they 
have knowledge of this unit. In view of the success that t~. Nichols has had in 
maintaining excellent relations with the telephone company, I wish to suggest that 
ne ver,r confidentially advise the telephone company on a high level of this equip­
ment and the protective steps that we are taking in the national interest,- and of 
our desire to restrict dissemination of this info~Ation as much as possible. 

' 

RECOMMENDATION: 

}~ 
~el I\ 
~· t) 

\ DJP/mek 

.. _:p}·· 

!) l NOV 9 



Office Memorandum • UNITED STATE.S GOVERNMENT 

T,O · : MR. HARBO .. /fl:J: DATE: october 2, 1950 

FROM 

S~BJBCT: 
! 

<!" 

I. Vi. COtRAD· t"' 
/ 

RADIO FREQUENCY MICROPHO~E-TEIEPHONE DEVICE 

:. Reference .is made to .the Dit·J!::•• ~natrn:onS ; place Jotec-
t1ve filters on the telephones ofj in 
o_rder to protect against application 0 e a ove-i icate device. . 

. As you lmow, the telephone company has a policy of iong standing · 

llr. Tolson 
J.Cr. E. A.~ 
11r. Clegc -
llr. Gl~Yin 
llr. Lad<!-
1/r; NieMI$ 
·llr. Rosen -­
IQ-. traey-

:: ·~~~=,--
llr. H&rbo­
llr.lollhr-­
llr. Pennli'iiiWn­
llr. Quinn Ta.-=:­
Tele. ROOCI -
llr. Ne~se-
11183 G&n<~y-== 

$ich prohibits any "foreign" attachments . on telephone lines, and telephone 
repairmen are almost. universally under standing instructions to disconnect and. 
remove any equipment or wiring which is not part of a standard telephone installa­
tion. Since installation of the filter required to counter the radio frequency 
~c-tel is, of necessity, not a standard telephone procedure, it can be anticipated 
that telephone repairmen encountering the filter would ordinarily remove it and 
report its presence to their superiors. This is not a problem for those tele­
pho7 under;>r own c,trol, but could be ·a real problem in the case Of the I telep.i.ones. One possible long-range solution to this 
prob em may · e in having Western Electric Company make up the. filters to 
s_imulate a standard component of the usual telephone installation; however, such 
construction would require considerable time and is not a solution to the 
immediate need for protection. 

l 

After. thorough consideration ani discussion of the matter among 
appropriate personnel of this section, .~he following procedure is being adopted 
a~ best calculated to urevent removal of the filter b,y telephone company personnel: 
The filter itseif is b~ing · installed within the telephone instrument, rather than 
b~ing installed externally, and in addition, the filter is being clearly 'laoeled 
11EXPER~NTAL, DO Nor REMOVE," since such a notation is sometimes used by the 
telephone company ori experimental installations of their own. 

It is further anticipated that in some instances the telephone repair­
~en encountering the filter labeled as above may inquire of their superiors 
c~ncerning whether the filter should be removed. Accordingly, it is felt that 
it would be desirable to acquaint our contact in the washington telephon:e compaey 
vr.ith the fact that we are installing a protective device on these telephone~, in 
"order that he can be in a position to approve the presence of the filters if 
brought to his attention. It will no~ be necessary to disclose to him the detailed 
nature of the radio freq_uency mic-tel unit, and ~t may not be recess~ty· even to 
d·isclose the nature of the filter device; however, it is felt, if the. contact 
inquires, that he should be advised that the device is protective in nature. 

RECOl.mENDATION: In view of the above outlined facts, it is recoiiUD9nded 
that authority be granted to advise our telephone compal}-Y.sewWPji. that 'Ye are 
iiJ.stalling on certain key telephones devices labeled as 'cft\Ove, in order 'that 
r~asonable assurance may be had that the protective de~· es 1~·i .Jlo~ be ~o~d 
from the telephones in q z . {) '-:: .. &> u - 0, 

• :,.# . • : ---· 
~~T2~0 ~C/mr /)Yt ".,/ 

'( 
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STANlARD FORM NO, el 

Offic~ Memorandum • 

b6 
b7C 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT b
7

E 

fMfxTo : 1JR • D. M • LAD)J ~' ./ 
fPYV FRO~ : A. H. BEIJlO(}t:- ~ / 

DATE: October 10,~ 

/ Ol&VI~ v. IIICII~b 
I\O$en 

SUBJECT: RADIO FREQUENCY TELEPHONE-Y.IOROPHOlTE ~g;~~ . 
'/ ~ BolJ:>ont __ 

-( 
J '( .... 

J 
'\-

• ""f 

~ 
• ---.. 

"\: 
'( . ' 

~ 
l 

' ~-~ '- ~; 
' 
~ 
" :'. 
.{ 
..-; 

~ 
~. 

i 

. I 

llolU';...__ 

Reference is made to memorandum. from Mr. Harbo -:e!,. 
110001

-

to llr .• Tolson in the above-entitled mattC!r dated October :;:;~ 
3, 1950. This memorandum. suggested that arran~ements 
b·e made through L'iaison for the installati£,~u~j8lb~~~~~10~efor the 
mentipned item to be made on_ the office and home telep~o~1~V 
of Vi:ce-President Barkley. ~ 

, . I . land·l I · 0 V.,:ce-Pres-z.dent Bar'lcley., were contacted and "they adv-z.sed 
;Agent Lynch that the Vice-Pres.ident was out of town and was 

· not expected back until three weel~s from the date of the 
contact, wh'ich. was October 6, l950o 

Both of these individuals said neither had access 
·t;b V'ice-President Barkley's home and accordingly., ·it was 
sugges1;ed to them that when the Vice-Presiden't returns, he 
contact Agent Lynch· of ·t;he Liatson· Section so that this :~ 
matter coltld be taken up with the Vi ce-Prestdent directly._- . 

Pursuant to the Director's instructions, as far 
,~s the Whtte House is concerned no further action is being 
~~aken unless the B.ureau is contacted by Admtral Souers -

or Pat, Ooyneo 

REOOJ!MENDAT ION 

Upon the ·return of the Vice-President, arrangements 
should be n · Liaison Sectton or the installation 
to be made 

~~---------------------------------------------~ 

JIJL:J,.ae 
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TO: 

-FEDERAL· BUREAU· OF 'INVEST:· ·-rroN· . .... ..; 

Room 5744 .-t'r"/19 , 1950 

~~ector Mr. 1'011011 

__ Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Lacld 

Mr. Cteoq __ Mr. Clegg Mr. Glavin 
___Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Nichola -· • , __ Mr. Harbo . . . ...... "'; 
Mr. Roso~•··· · 

-Mr. Nichol ~ Mr. Traer 
__ Mr. 'Rosen Mr. Ha:bo 
__ Mr. Tracy Mr. Bolmont --
_-_Mr. Be lmon !' Mr. Mohr _ · 
. __ Mr. 
__ Mr. Sizoo Mr. Noo:se 

_Mr. 
__ Mr • 

Mohr t-..-. 
~:!!:~ ~~-~~~ . __ MlSS Gandy 

_:__personnel Files Section 
_ __Records Section 
__ Mrs. Skillman 

Se~ Me For Appropriate Action 

'Send File Note and Return 

.. •. . .. , 
Hi 

, 
Clyde Tolson 

., 

·. 



ST..:..O.V.o P'ORM NO. Cl4 

b6 
b7C 
b7E 

~ . 
Office Memorandum . uNITED srATE.s GovERNMENT 

To .: Mr. R. T. Harbo/(~ · DATE; October 18, 1950 /""" 
1 • ~ I . r(_ Time of Call 4:15 . llr. Tolson V"' 

• FROM : I!r. I. W. Co~ Dictated 5~. ,/;)fiur:~ie:e~ 
X., / • y I lavm:::Z:::: 

SUBJECT. ~TATE DEPARTMENT; RADIO. FREQUEN?Y :MI -TEL ...... 
1 .g~ ~~~ _ 

· II ur.~~ 

'. 
~ 

J 
·-

Reference is made to the program wherebYJPi'otilli.Y.e_ If ./)1i= ~~~~ 
f'Ute~.S. were installed b the Bureau on the te.J.e.pbQ.~§ of the :: ~~r1~-

Tele. RO<lQ -

You lYill recall that in order to be prompt:cy- advised ~ 
of any tampering With these filters by telephone company . 
persormel, LV{aa..authoti~ed by Executives Conf~rence memor~ndum(Jw~. ,., ~~ IF""'" 
dated October 4, 1950, t9.-a.d.Yi.ae-Q.l.lt....t.~~Pb..9JJ;.e....,cp.n.t~ ct concern- -... _ 
ing the existence of this device.. Immediately upon receivin 
aucnautliorization,I'Cridsoa'avise th,e contact. . 

I hilve j~t :o~ ved [f"'l.\'v<;all.fr,om qur;co~ct, 
who advises that one. a State Depar.tment Security 
Officer, apparentjr had een assigned io-makO:a.secuift;C~eck 
of~t~ti9!e~ho~es· : I 
apparent:cy had not been advised ~n .... a.m:,..ins,guctions 
whats'oever""6y: ffie concerni~ the 12resence 
ot::!i~ .Jil'ter': A y .instructed-a-telephone 

I s~~visor ac~_omp5l..PD,.ng_~-1;Q .. .mlllP.ve-the_d,_e~~-J.P..~~ite of the printed instruction thereon liDo Not Remove." The 
te~§ .. ~jan,._p.X~-~~;:doi!!P1iecL\!iib:.hi~.:i~ruc~ions. 
'!his telephone employee likewise was not familiar with. too 
device and reported it to our contact in the usual course of 
busimss. 

)L 

·-... ~:Q·~ 
... ~$ ,, ~ 
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' 

tfrO,ffice Me~~randum · UNITED 1STATES GOVER~MENT 

TO JJR. TOLSON 

FROM R. T. l!ARB~_/Pd:f· 
' 
SUBJECT: RADIO FREQUENOY 

DATE: October 24~ 1950 

UNIT 
v. llro To~D~ 

• Clegg ~ 

~~in;;;==:: 
NlChOlii 
Rosen_:,__ 

~~·-=)'­our:~ . ~ 

llro Quf~~ 
Tele. Room_ The Director approved the Oonference recommendation ~;:~~s 

thfl,t 25 of these units be constructed. We h..ave·. twJ)-J:.iel d 1118~ O&nd)'-

A,~er:-ts. o!l special ass "!2..t.'f,l!tf!_~_.-, •• :i...'l-...,1211~'*kq..bo.r..a_to .. :c.y_fJLr .... fJ...,_~Q.;,.gay 51iUC · 
peri'Od "7ialfd1't7rg--ehe oons1·ructton.· We expect to have 15 of the-a~ •• ·J;;;;Jb 
ulit:tsoompletejj, bltW:~JldJ'"U<i'riV:..n~ob,er .wr. Tn vi"ew o]-iihe ~A 
desire to hold to a minimum the use of this device and the fact ~ 
that onl one installation inv.olving the use o this device 

(,1 
!!:5fs been approve , tt ts be ~eved- e ra . e at we uild no 
7J!.Ore tha17; '15· unt.ts at this time. TIJ,e rate o:f construction 
has been procee.dtng on s'chedule. One of the field ·Agents has 
been here 5 weeks and 1 day~ and the other lgent 4 weeks and 

J 

1 

1 day. I have discussed the proposal to make only 15 u~its at 
this time with Mr. Hennrich and Mr. Ladd~ both of whom concur. 

REOOMJJENDATION: 

, . 

'RTJ!.:AF 

·RfCORDCD. 5l 
. l 1<: ·~·· ;. , , . H 

t''' . "' l. . ~ ._/.. 

~~,;·bo\~'~ 

. ' - /( 
, f'G" 

51 0CT 3 . . 



I 

' 

1 
t 
t 
l 
l 

I 

. i 
1 

f 
; 
I 
f 

. ' 

------------------- - - -

l 
b 6 

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 b 7C 
b7E 

Office Memorandum ~ 

o UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN\r 

TO 

FROM 

THE DIRECTOR_ 

MR. D. M. LADD 

NlcliOla __ 

Rosen. __ 
tracr.r __ 

l!arl>O> __ 

l!ollz': __ 

,, .. J~~ 
~------------- ~ ~ 

:General l~ndr stated that the dela in 
i@talla t io.l@ had, bsen ]J it§ taul.Lb.ut nPlR.. he is ready 

~~~~~rii~~~s-to-go-ahead-and~~put 
telephones. He stated that he wanted to 

g,~e~~e~--c~omm~e~n~s-o~f those present concerning the matter 
before ne discussed it with the President as to which phones 
would' be covered and how extensive the coverage should be. 

covered 



}

when dee~ed necessary. He thought that the same arrangement 
could be worked out between the-Miami Office of the Bureau 
and the Secret Service while the President is at Key West. 

General Landry stated that he would be in touch with 
the Bureau as to what the i¥es ide'n"t ...,Q,e§J;c.'e..a.: .• :£n.:.Jtre.:::n,_:ex:t-day 
Q~ §O .q_rid wou1a .. g""we'"·fi2'-~Titreexa:o'l 'Iocatibn, nwnber's a ... iUf" .. ..-

)1 
other necessary data concerning the phones to be covered. He 
de? ired to lmaw if the inat.allo.t:LP..Jl§_J}.O'IJ.ld b,e made durinLoff­
business. hours, ejther' in the event~ or on the wee~ end. ~e 
sv ha i t ai'~ ·a tb ·;;;.; ~ al ·o"f the devices by 

and that tt would probably bj ~t for rhe Bureau to work 
thr'ough him, as well as with of Secret Service, 
for access to the. va_rious te ep ones. 

ACTION 

~is matter will be follpwed and, if you approve, 
General Landry will be informed that we will make the in­
stallations as soon as they give us the necessary information 
on the coverage to be made. 

b6 
b7C 
b7E 
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FOUR-FOOl' SEC1'ION BAKELI'l'E TUBIN9 SElrl', IqA ONE FIVE TWO, WAS 'J.'WO:AND ONE HAIF 

I~HES OU'ISIDE DIAldETER INSTEAD CF TWO AliD ONE QUARTER INCHES AS REQUESTED. 

. I 

/ .. ~ .. 
ffiOOURE FRO!! IliSULINE CORPORATION OF AUERICA AN ADDITIONAL FOUR-FOor SECTION TY/0 

AND ONE QUARTER niCHES OUTSIDE DIAMSTER BAKEUTE 'J;UBINO BY EUERGENCY PtRCHASE ANQ 

SHIP ATTENTION iABpRATCRY. 'fifO iND ONE HAIF IUCH DIAMETER SECTION AlREADY SENT 

WILL· BE RETAI!niD BY ~BCRATORY. 

) 
,~l ·-- ~ ., :1'1 

'::, 
I 

t:' 

To leon __ 

L&ci~·--
Cltgg, __ _ 

01av1n __ 

N1ell0la __ 

Ro:en. __ _ 

trac:r __ _ 
\ ... ., 
~r.llao=---

l!Oilr. __ 

N .. oe. __ _ 

HOOVER 



~-- .. ~ - --- . - _j 

;t '' 

·-·-

. * 

.. ,..;_ ·i ' .. 
iNE~~rr"YORK 28 

• .>--
~~Q ; 8-48 PM 

~7' -

;:~~c ~ -u. 'R--·c;-':E ' ~f T-

. 
·~HI:PMEWI' REQUES.i'tD BY BD_~EAU · tHRE -SEP.TEMBER 'THlRTE_E~ •RECEIVED ~N LAB-

'ORAfoRY.. FOUR-.FOOT -SECT;ION BAKELlr-E· TUBING S~t.JT ·, ICA ONE .FIVE T.~O, 
I , - . • • 

·WAS: TWO AND ONE- HALF INCHES OUTSIDE DIAMETER· INSTEAD OF ·Tv10 AND ·oNE .. .. . . 

.QUARTER INCHES A'S REQUESJED. PRO.CURE FROM i-NSULINE~ CORPORATION OF 

' AMERICA AN ADDITIONAL FOUR-FOOT SEC~ION TWO AND ON~ QUARTER INCHES OUT-. . ' 

'SID_E DIAMETER BAKEJ.,ITE TUBING BY EMERGENCY PURCHASE AND SHIP ATTENT-~ON 

LA~-ORATORY. TWO AND ONE HALF INCH -DIAMETER SECTION ALREADY SENT 

WILL BE RETAINED BY LABORATORY. 

HOOVER 

HOLD PLS" 



- 1$-TA.f.mAAo f.onM NO. 64 1 , I 
~ .......; -. ~ 

1" ' 

;@fjjce Memorandum . oNrT:eu sTATEs Gev~RNMENT 

: Director :t FBI 

Re Bureau telegram dated September 20, 1950. 

Regarding the purchase of the J. W. Miller ·company chokes, ~-h! balance 
of the order will be forwarded today via aif expres~. The t~tal cost 
of the order is $91.50. 

W3:M.D 
66-275 
i.C.. 9'~~RO'J,.....~ 

' . 
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SE~ 13, 1950 
·( .~ j' AO, NEW YffiK URGENT 

·-"""-. ' 

~- ' 0 1 . 

FRCCURE O?l EmtGENCY - BASE AtiD SH ·ATTENTION IABmATORY FOLLa'IING: FRW 

• ~~C!lpS!l}TION ~~IC~ TIIIR~!J!: DASH ZERO '1110 THmTIFlFl'l! AVE!IU&, 

·• LOh'G !SIANO, FIFTBIDl EACH VARIABlE CONDENSER ICA FIVE THREE ONE AND APPROXIUATELY -·. 
~ TEtl FEET Tt!REE-DiCH OuTsiDE DIA!JETER BAKELITE TOBrna IOA om: FIVE FIVE, AND 

~ AP?ROXlliA'l'ELY FOOR FllBT TUBIIiO THO AND OW:: ~ .i:lxJH OUTSIDE DIA!4E'l'ER ICJ. 

• ~ -ONE FIVE 'IWO, ESTIUATED TorAL CC5~ EIGHT! DOLLARS. AISO, FRO! SYLVANIA 
~ . . 

EIBJTRIC ffiODUO'lS, FIVE HOtlDRED FmH AVEmiE, .NYO, ffiOOURE ONE HUliDRED .N 
~. I'.IWENI'D'IVE GEPJWliUU DIQ)ES NUltBER IN-THlR'l'IFOUR~ F.S'rtl!ATED TO'l'AL C<ST 

ONE HUlmREO ·DOLLARS. AlSO, FROJ KENYON mAHSFcrumt COUPANY, EIGHT FOUR ZERO 

'l'OlaOD __ 

L&d<l.______,. 
Clegg ___ _ 

Ol&vln_ 

Rosen. __ 
traer __ 

Hart>O·--,. 
llohr_---1 

.. -
.;t .... ~J,-~:4 ~ 

tJ' •r;tl' 1WI".'~fl'>'r.i · _:. ~ 
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NEvT YORK 38 FRot1 WASH DC . 13 0 10-41 PM 
,.. ' - ,. 

. PROCQRE QN ~MERG$NCY .PURCHAS-E AND S !iiP ATTENT:I-ON LABQRATORY- F.OLLO.H-

. ~ :~N.~~ ·.~.fROM 1NSULI~t- CORRORAT~ON OF 1AMERICA, 'f.R~RTYSIX DASH -zERO THO 

:)f:tfi_R1.1Y-Fi.FTH AVEN~E~, LONG, IS LAND, FIFTEEN EACH VARIABI?E -CONDENSER I CA 
' .,~ 

· 1•}']~E :STHREE ONE AND APPROX·IMATEL Y TEN- FEET THREE- INCH OU.TS IDE - ' . ~ - . ~ . . . - - , .. . 

p"t'AM~tER· BAKELITE TUBING .,ICA ONE FIVE·· FlV~, A~D .AP.~ROXIMATELY F-OUR FE·ET 

~T.UBI~G T\.JO AND ONE FOURTH INCH OUTSIDE DIAMETtR. ICA ON~ FIVE TWO, 

-ts:rrMATED TOTAL cosT EIGHTY rioLI .. ARS. ALso, FROM sYLVANIA ELE~TRIC 

PRQDUCTS, FIVE HUNDRED FIFTH· AVENUE, ~YC, PROCURE ONE HlJNDRED 

tW;$tYFIVE GERMANIUI1_ DIODES Nut1BER I~ -THIR:TYF-OUR_, ES~TI:MATEJ? TOTAL 

·co$-T -:ONE HUNDRED :DOLLARS. Ats·o, FRO~i KENYON TRANSF9RMEI{ Cbt1P.ANY , _ 

EIGHT FOUR ZERO BARRY STREET, NYC, PROCURE nTENTYFIVE· EACH 

'TRANS1FQRMERS NUMBER T DASH . TV1ENTYS IX·, ESTIMATED TOTAL. CbS T ONE 

HUNJ?RED DOLLARS. EXPEDITE AND ADVISE. 

HOOVER 

HOLD -pLS 

---- --
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Office Memorandum · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
b7E 

TO Dl"RECTOR, FBI DATE: October 12, 1950 

£/;~M: 
I 

A I 

·-

--

.SUBJECT: 

~-

_\ 

:15 PH, October 11, 19 0. 

The Bureau's attention is called to the fact, however, that the . 'x . 
~ifstallation i_~ not complete and du~ ~<.? tegp.riical <!.i~f~,qJ.ll~~~~ .~s» not yet , " __ t.. 
· opera · "="""-·---:-------------' .\l - ~-

The Bureau will be advised llillnediately of the time and date . 
of the installation when completed, as well as the symbol number. 

\VPS:bh 
100-17076-?ub 2 

28 1951 
------
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b7E 

STANDARD FORM NO, 64 

Office Memotandum • uNrTEn sT:ATEs GovE~NMENT 
TO THE ])IRECTOR DATE: October 25, 1950 

t{l;.~~ 
. .L-tA.~<..<: ~--

. • • • ~ Nlebols __ 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

~~~----~--~~~~--~~,77~ ha~e~batq· ~equested th~ the Bureru install the E,roteotive .• depioes in.: their o.[fio€;11/Jbr __ 

C 
and ho~e telephones.· :~~ R00111 __ 

I told' Mr. Coyne that I would subm!·.t this req71-e st Oe.n41·-----.. 
to you and I would let him know if it· was possibl~~E~~ 

·it 
61

) 1 t)f}ran·t this request. . ~~/ 

Pt5' \ ·b ~11~\ . /" /... it 
I to-\"' c.\<'·'"'~ I believe .it would b.e desirable to do this. 'tit£c.-V:J.ro',P~ 

~;~~~~;f: 
/ :-·· ])JiL:dad 

RECORDED. 2 

-----~--------------------- ---
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Tolson __ 

Lad <I. __ 

Clegg.._ __ 

GlaYln_ 

NIChOls_ 

Roun!.....-_ 
Trac:r __ 

Qancy. __ 
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b7E 

Office Memorandum • uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO DATE: 

FROM D • .U. L,ADD 



Ther.e is attached a copy of a list of the 
locations of telephones to be covered. 

· I! you approve, the installations in Washington 
• ~\ , Kansas ·cit will be starteq, as soon as ,a.,rrange!Jl~.l.fP.r 

b7E 

~~ e other ~ns a ations on telephones in 
'ij~ f-:tro:--:'7"T"'"e~m~.---____Jwill be handled as the Bureau is given access 

In view o or the installation 

------~ 
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y b7E 

2 November 1950 

JJEMORANJJUJ! TO 



, 

(J 

0 
p 
r 
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sT~ FORM NO, e&' 

~ffi~e Memortt-,~um • 
TO .r : Mr. R. T. Harbo M 
PROM l!r. I. J· Corrradp 

·SUBJECT: USE OF V.LlRASONIC RADIO AND 

' 

UNITED STATlfS\JGOVERNMENT 
b7D . 

· b7E DATB: November 6, 1950 tot:.v .. __ 

' . . 

!.OM. __ _ 

Cle...,u __ 
Ol&V1n __ 

TE~FrlONE LISjENING DEVICES 

)9ls 
(,..(f~~ IIOhr __ _ 

Reference is made to Mr. Keay•s memorandum for Mr. Bellllont 
dated October 3ll 1950. attachirg a blind.memorandum furnished to the 
State Department I _which indicates that conversation in 
the room of I ~ras being broadcast by radio on 
frequencies between 94 ~nd 125 me. · 

Although Mr. Kear' s memorandum int~rprets t~is information 
to mean that I flave perfected the use of radio waves to·be 
used in telephone listening, it does not appear from ~ r~view of the 
written information furnished! I that such is neces~arl:cy-
the case. From a review ofl._. I; nfamftion, namely, that 
conversations in ·the room oflwere being broadcast 
on high frequency radio, it appears that the most like~ explanation 
is the existence :fa small radio transmitter concealed in or adjacent 
to 1 -~ I in such a manner as to pick·up and· broad-
cast; the conversa Cl.~n. You will recall, for example, that we have 
used exact:cy: thi.s same technic in which we· have loc.ated miniature 
transmitters vri thin t~e building walls to pick up and rebroadcast , 

~ol,. Roo:~_ 
t.....se __ 

conversations occurrinl within the rooms in guesti~n. It is fur~r 
.noted thatl _themselves concluded that the use of a sm~l:l :., 
radio transnutter Cl.S t e most likezy explanation, Rnd, the on~-~ ~.} 
evidence cited ,against the possibility of such a transmitter is;: c';. ~ 
the fa.ct that· a search failed to :t:eveal a radio transmitter. 1hl.s .?. -.... ~ 
may indicate merely that L lwere not as successful in· dis:."" <.:t1 l;j 
covering the ,equipment aS! lwere in concealing it. On Q.l 

the other harid, there is, of course, the possibility thatl ~ , 
may actua~ be placing radio energy on the telephone lire J.!!'!_a na-nne~ 

. milar to the r1cently deveJ oneq. mfc-tel unit, although the radio 
.£, ency reporte~ Jis much higher than the frequency 
~ . d by us. . ' . 

g\\ C0!£,1ENDATION: (According]y, it is reconunended that the State 
\ "\ Department be adVis~d that the most like]y explanation for .the facts 
.~ a~ reported is believed .to be the existence of a mfniat~ree radip 
~ transmitter concealed in or near the room occupied.~l~----~--~! )_)/ 
!' Wi~h,,regard to the observation by the State De:rtment 

r--=::.=..:::....:::.=::.......lj'Ji>rotective measure should be taken atl _ 1~,.. ~t·. 
~:-:-~:-.-=~]it .is IflY:,tipiers:tandine 'that the Stath Departm t a::creaay 
has available se<?-rq!l equipment which will detect the existenc~. ?f.:. 
microphones o~ small ~transmitters if concealed in the ~F;s~. ~ .. 

r.vc:.\!3 .. .x;=SF@Rbi"'~ · .if (·'f1:07fi:-t;; v 
(/-/: """§) . ~ './~ < .Jl_" \;{ 

_. :~ooby24 ' .~ · NOV1l 195r 
~ .0 D[C\ -· ~ ~~emp . ~tegorr' ""· ()...~~ .. :t\?; 19 . _

1
, 

~· • . • c or Dcclnsstfication • ~\,~~\' ~~ 

., 



,• I 

--~~ 

·page 'T\vo 
~emorandum tQ Mr • Harbo 

The State Department, of course, is already aware of the rad~o 
frequency mic-tel unit since countermeasures have been installed 
I I 

I per~onally do not feel that we-should tell I 
of our radio f~equency mic-tel development-at this time~~----------~ 
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. · · -· "7()ffoce Memorandum • -uNITED sTATEs ·g.:qv-E-R:N·MENT 

-rd~' MR. A. H.~~¥ . DATB:. ~=~ober';o31, 

. 

. 

Fllt 1 V: p. ~·~ ~,j/l.l t / 

.SUfJBCT:, USE OF ULTRASONIC RADIO AND f ~'""" 
T.ELEPHONE X!BTENING DEVICES U/Y~ 

i 
, ., 

. 'There is evidence that 

I 

-! 
i 

·" t 
;. 

•I 

' ~ 
""' g. 
I) 
... 
. , 

It is intere.sti.ng to note that I I came u,eo~ 
thls matter· quite through accident •. I 1listen1-ii'g 

~= 
in on· Tits -snort=wa'vf!! wireless receiver suddenly heard I 1: · .. · 

I ltalking·t~ his Clerk in the adjoining rooms. ~.a~a-r-.~-f~u-1~~ · 
listening to this·showed that the transmissions were.control2ed .. ~·_j ~ 

·~ 

) and were continuous only when the conversatio.n was in progr,ess·. . . . J 
The frequencies of transmission· are varied betwee'{l 94 :and 125 . .' · J 

;:' megacycles. This_ incident occurred in July of this year. · .. ·t 
• 
I . . ,, 

1 

I I mad~ the 
attached mem.ora"iidum available to 1._"""':"'"_--:-:-:------:----:------::~':"':'"'"---:-::---l 
Security Divl~ion, Stat~ Department; ~itb.a~_to~~~_mhej~t~ 
~tate De.12.9rtment had al}y knowlefLe of any new. type· radio frequt!ncy. 
1 tsten in · Mr. Nicholson l,nJorme"d-llr. Roach 'flia=t fie · '"'""· · 

~ 
1
· o he knew noth.in!J.. about such [1- ... P.r.o,.c.§...(j,JAre and~ .as' 

• o are no closer to a sol uti on of the :.: 
~J. problem were a the time it happened. · · · 

\"' ~\,.·1'j asked· :J.{r. Roach that this matter 
\ -~",... 

· A t,v~~'t:UI' 

' l } .. 
I 

• ' • I 

' , . 
t 
'I 

I 

I 
·I 
' 

'. . 
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be referred -to -the Laboratory ~o determine 'tf the Bureau hild any 

L 

b7D 
b7E 

knowledae ·of yhe -techniques that might have been used! I 
.,1 I He stated th;a~ with the revelation madeJa,..-~~=~:--____. il tt becomes t.=:=~ ::·: ~~: ~· t[!~-·•.mJ~-~?'?a;:res 
1 REOOMMENDATION: 

• tC 

f .• 

,, 
• 

, ; 

' 
' ,, 

. 
It is recommended that· this ll!emorandum bg·.referred .to,· 

·th,e ~!:..~q.r,at~r:l! 'for information, and that tne 1ilaiso.n Sectton.-be 
~nformed o.f the reply that· should be given to Mr. Nicholson. 

· at the State Department. ' 

- 2 --

.. 

'i' 
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------------------------------------------------------------------. 

j_ J L -- ~ _______ j - -----

' ._ .. 

~ 
2. 'fo refresh your memory I vtill give you a summary of the further 

examination that-has been made an f th e "d nee available to us. 
Briefly, the ce.se is as folloi-Ts. listenin in on his 
short m1v~ Hireless ;-ecei vcr, suddenly h~ard talking 
to his clerl~ in an adjacent room. Careful listening to this showed 
·that the tra."lsmissions were controlled and were continuous only· uhen 
a conversation vras in progr~ss. The transmissions -invariably ceased 
at about.midnight. The frequencies of.the transmissions varied ~tween 
94 and 125 megs. The transmissions continued until the 2$th July when 
they ceased. Jt should be noted th~tl bad only received 
his Y.H.F. receiyer tv!O or three days before he heard, on July .21st, 
I lvoice. There is .t~erefore no possibility of .kn01.dng 
how long this apparatus had been in operation. 

3. An cxemination of th~ evidence leads us to believe: 

that th~re is a remote norsibility that a radio beam 
t-tas usc~ _ This is considered most 
unlikely. ' 

(1) 

(2) That the probable eA~lanation is the use of a radio­
controlled portable transmitter. A careful examina­
tion of the premises reve~led no unexplained wiring. 

(3) I lwas probably selected be-
cause of its physical accessibility. 

4. Even though I I \-TaS carefully searched during 
: the t:i.n_te in uhich· the transmissions ,.,~re taking place, no apparatus w.as 

found and it is therefore very hard to understand how a portable trans~ 
mitter, llOl.rever small, had been installed. !!.yen if it had been installed, 
it must certainly have been removed after the transmissions cea~ed, be­
cause an extremely careful examination of the room and adjacent passages 
and rooms ·>!as ma.de a}fd revealed nothing at ail. For this reason He cannot 
entirely exclude the possibility that-some form of external qevice was used, 

1 although the experts· say that the evidence concerning the varying frequencies 
· sounds much more like a transmitter. 
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Tolson _ _ _ 

~A<~c. __ 

Ol&Tln __ 

NichOls __ 

Rosen._~ 

uovrum&R 15, 1950 

SAO, CHICAGO 
. 

UWERLINED PaiTION TO 
BE ENCODED. 

RE: SPECIAL TlrREB CONTACT CRADIE SW!'l'CH. PURCHASE AND FORWARD BUREAU 

!WJEDIA'i'ELY 0!~ HU!DRBD FIFTY STAtiDARD fiE P TWO NIUE ZERO FIVE ZERO OliE SWITCHES. 
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Office Memora- dum e UNITED STATES GOVERN~ENT 
TO 1/!l'. R. T. DATE: Nowmber 18, 1950 

Mr. I. vr. 

tel~~~----------~~~~------~~~~~~~ 

Corbett informs me that SA James J. Hill of the Kansas City 
Office displayed unusual interest and ability in assisting 
Corbett in making this-~nstallation. Hill was valuable not 
onzy as an assistant in ·this installation but in contacting 
Secret Service and other officers contacted during this 
assignment. • 

.. 
Tolson __ 

L&<ld·-­
Clegg __ 

Olavln __ 
NIChOla __ • 
Rosen __ 
'l'r&C1 __ 

ltarbO_-­
Bel:>:>nt_•_ 
llo!lrc __ 

Tele. ROOII_, 
Neue_·_ 
C611<1y __ 

··-~ ; I; 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office MemOrafdum • uNrTEn sTATEs GovE:f:MENT 

TO : JJR. TOLSON\}\ DATE: November 6, 1950 

~,./~ FROM R. T. HARBO lf/:3- , . ~ tolson;:;:: pfC1 L D I La<1c1 ' 

SUBJECT: f'fROTECTIVE TELEPHONE DEVICE - , . . -~ 
(" I ' , f,' . • ._jJ • .;- ' j 1 , , , . 1 Nl::s 

SA·;. K. io~;~i-tt ~~.-;i~~tb~;;1.fz:~urned':ffrom Rosen ___ _ 

Kansas City where he com leted the installation ~~ the protectiv~~c
7 

dezziae.s qn Satur . · 
J a:na at " e R _ 

\. ~~ 

RECORDED-2 p_k~3 _5:6~~ 
moat.U -2 I ~~ov 2619~ 

a~lNO 



• UNITED STATES,. GOVERNMENT 
" - ....... 

: Director, FBI 

'fsAc, Miami 
SUBJECT: JUNE 

c. __ 
l :. t i 

DATB: October 31, 1950 

Suggestions cqntained in relet have been considered by 
this office. A mic-tel combination will not be poss~ble, since sub­
ject of th~ investieation has no phone service and -~ not requested 
it, although he has resided a~ his present location-almost a year. 
Underground cable, use of the sewer pipe, and other possibilities 
have been considered ·and rejected. · 

The use· of a small transmitter concealed: in the wall of 
subject's house is believed to be feaSible if such a ~it can be 
furnished to this office. It is requested that a unit be constructed 
and fol'\~arded for testing. With it should be furnished the following : 

used. 
(1) Information a:s to the type of microphone to be 

(2) Whe:t;her or not it is possiple to us~ "wired radio!' 
so that the. signal will be placed on the· pol'rer line to be taken off 
at a nearby plant. . · 

{3) +f air· t.l;"ansmiss,ion is ~-e?, th~. ~t ~ho~d mate~· .. 
the frequen~y of the FM units presently in operation in· thiS office (~40 •. · 
460 1-lC) • · · . ~ 

WLR:ca 
66-1266 
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olson __ , 

&4<1.__ 

legg, __ 

l&VIn __ 

lehols __ 

)$611, __ 

"&Cy, __ 

rbo. __ 
hr. __ 

le. Rooc_" 
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HOVEtmm 20, 1950 

AC, CHICAGO 

BUREAU AtruD n.n.rrm:rA'l'ELY. ADVTSll: R&TCRU 'WlRE. 
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SAC, 1tiam1 
llovambar 91 1950 

Director, FBI 

JUNE ~ (./:> 1 tu- .- 3 . . 
RECORDED ' 2 Rourlot ~obor .31, 1950. Efforts are being made to 

· procure a small t:rtinsm.itter to meat your needs. It wUl be 
!onrarded your office at the earliest pooSiblo data. 

Tolson __ 

1.&4<1...____ 
Cle,..._a __ 

Ol&vln_·_ 

NichOla __ 

Rosen~.--_ 

Tr&c:r __ 
HarbO __ 

l!ohr, __ 

Tele, ROOIII_ 

JMM:AB 
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November 4, 1950 
~. R. T. Harbo 

Mr. I. vl. Conrad 

RADIO FREQUENCY MICROPHONE-TELEPHONE DEVICE . -

Reference is made to my memorandum of October 2, 1950, 
J;>elative to the above entitled ma.tter describing the filter device 
to be used as a countermeasure and suggesting that a possible long 
range solution to "the countermeasure problem might lie -in having 
the filters resemble a standard component used by the telephone 
c9mpany. 

~-1 . , • \ve have followed this matter actively and now have been 
,~_ .. 
0
! S1J6'Cessful in locating and securing a standard telephone company 

· : c9mponent which appears su:ttable for. the purpose, in that it 
·: } provides an effective counter and at the same time would be 
:{ l relatively non-suspicious to the average telephone employee since 

• . ~:. l it bears the tradename of vlestern Electric. This component will 
't,~ t b.~ used on any installations which we make in the immediate future. 

\ ~ ' 

~~ 
' \_ 

.) 
-' '' 

~ .... 

t;: 
v'; 

~ 
: ~-\~ 

' ' ') 
-.. ..., 

"· · ..... .,. 

(\ 

Our counter~easures thus far have been along the filter 
principle, filtering out the radio signal and permitting the voice 
t·o go on through. However, during our continuing consideration of 
this problem, Mr~. J. M. Matter o:f the Section has come up with an 

_excellent idea for providing a countermeasure from a different 
approach, Matter's proposal involves adding two additional sw:ttch 
contacts to the existing telephone hang-up switch in such a manner 
as to disable the microphone when the telephone is "liung up 11 but 
t9 p~rmit the microphone .to function normally when the telephone 
is lifted for use. This switch modification is feasible and is 
somewhat similar to modifications which we make for other technical 
surveillance re~$ons. 

Although our filter devices are entirely adequate and 
satisfactory against· the listening device Hith which we are 
acquainted at present, I feel that the hand-up modification 
proposal by Mat:ter is an improvement in that it would offer a 
broader protection against possible future improvement of 
existing techniques. 

expeditiously ordering a quantity of telephone switch hooks r } 
RECOMMENDATION: Accordingly, I h~ve sent a wire to Chicago ~ 
suitable for such modification. Such modified switches will be ~ 
used for any installations required after the switcha become 
available. · 

(EXCERPT 
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COPY: jm 

•: 
OF'FICE J'E~:ORANDUF lWIT1m S'f;~T ~~ G•~vr~Nl•!ENT 

TO: The Director ~DATE: November 6, 

fRO!:~: D. N. ~add ~~ 

SUBJ!~C'f: 0 RADIO ·FR~QUENCY MICROPHO£\E-TELEPHONE DEVICE 
¥4 .. - - --~ _ .. - .. • - 'f .,.. -

The Labor~_tory has advised that a new appr.oach 
has been effected to Provide a countermeasure a~ainst the 
use of the radio frequency microphone-telephone device. 
As_ you know, we are presently using as a countermea:5ure 
device a small condenser v1hich is placed on the telephone 
line near the phb~e piece but in·a concealed place. · 

Briefly,, the new app~oach to thi~ is to change 
th~ arrangement in the cradle or ''hang up" switch. 'l'his in 
.turn will oisabl~ : the microphone when the telepl1one is not being 
us~d an0 resting in the cradle. When the phone is lifted from 
the cradle and is being used, it.will function normally despite 
the new arrangement in- the cradle. . 

'l'he new arrangement _merely ixwol ves adding t\•:o ad0i tional 
sv;itcl:l contacts to the cradle or 11 hang up" switch. 

The :!Laboratory further advises that while our present 
devices are adequa.te and satisfa9tory as a .countermeasure. it 
feel? th.t"t .this new arrnngement iiwolving the "hang up 11 sv;itcn 
is an improvement. A wyire has been sent to Chicago order_ing 
~ qu.;nti ty of telephone ·switch hooks \'lhich can be used in ttis ne'fl 
arrangement. This ne11 equipment will be used for any installations 
required in the future. -- -

Special Agent J. M. I'iatter developed this ide? and the 
recommendation has been forwarded to the Administrf1.ttve_ .Di'Yision 
that he receive a letter of commendation for his interest and 
alertness. 

ACTION: 

ehw;wmj 

None, the abo\e is for your information. 

,- q@.:!fi- 5~ 
DEC 7 1950 
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STANDARD FORM NO. ~ b7E 

Office Memorandum •· UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Gl~vln __ 

Rosen 

To : THE DIRECTOR 
- b /! s-

FROM : MR. D. M. Lfl.DD 0v~ 
SUBJBCT:I v ....... 

INTEfu1AL SECURITY - R 

DATB: November 

JUNE 

....... .,zl 
~=· ... 0i~l t. \' ~A.-~. /',I 

--v-n ,/.. .t ', , 
PURPOSE: 

DETAilS: 

You will recall that on approval of the Attorney General, 

. This was the first RF J,fike-Tel Surveillance attempted, 
by the Bureau and there is now no such surveillance in operation 
oy us. 

IIOilr __ _ 

t.h. Rooc_ 
Nease. __ _ 

'· 

'L 

:;1'!4 
H 

~ 
f*l 
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o. 
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ACTION: 
. I 

~ 
LCN:MH· ~ 

54FEB 28 195:! 

For. your information. 

. f~o~~§rX,J 
RECOOOFU - 6Jl,r ~.~~-. ,._ . 

~i!v "~. 

..:• 

1\ 



SfANDARD I'ORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum • 
TO Director, FBI. 

UNITED STATES GOVERNME~TT . 
b7E 

DATE: November 9, 1950 

GUY HO'l"l'b.'L, SAC, \·lashington Field 

IS~E~-· 
L......,.I""fi""TE,..,, l""lN""'AL....-..... SEC ...... O ..... R'""l"""T ... r...J- R~ ~ 

t!!lwr 
SUBJECT: 

0,1_1_ , .r 
- l -vCl"':•t A_ .. : .c 1 t '...- , 1- ' 

.· 

Rcmylet dated October 12, 1950, in connection ~ith 
the installation of a radio-frequoncy m1"cronhona­
r:::rc surveillance in the office of L.. -----...1 

Information roceivcd from a confidential informant. 
of the telephone company prior to the installation 
indicated tha.t it rrould be successful. Accordingly, the 
installation was made but did not operate successfully. ' 

RECORD~ • 68 

55 'FEB" 2 8195t· 
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Mr. R. To Harbo 

D. J. Parsons 
Harch 1, 1951 

I 
~--------------~lrirst came to the attention of the 

Bureau when he was assigned to the Air Force Laboratory at 
Hright Field, Dayton, Ohioo As a result of a visit to his 
laboc by a member of the Laboratory staff, it was found 
that \-Jas particularly interested in the development of 
photogran ic equipment and sound and listening devices. Hore 
recently,! I has been assigned_ to the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense as a technical adviser to former Special Agent Sidney 
Rubenstein, who is Executive Secunity Officer ~n the Depa~tment 
of Defense · 

b6 
b7 C 

·.~ In t~eral contacts the various members o.f the laboratory 1,~J .. ~ have had withL__j we have felt that his claims of achievements have \:~ 
~ been t;;(rated and we do not know of any scientific accomplishments 
~ which personally has achieved. It may be recalled that at the } 
, ~ time e radto frequency t~l((phone microphone device, -vrhich \·1 as ~. _ 
'1-'h developed by l _ J was demonstrated to the Department' of -, ~ 

. Defei_lse, former Secretary ouis Johnson b ame excited and got the ~. 
0 President interested in this equipment. artici ated with "· 

'; I I in the demonstrat_ions and accompanied to the Bureau-- _ __.r-
... when he brought his equipment here and vras apparen y rendering ~i · 
'!,1 I every assistanceo. :~ , : 

~ It was recently learned that I I has been r<. ther openly . 1 ~ 

' 

.. :~ stating that he is setting up a neW' agency which is very secret and \(l 
.' ~"\ ~hich is to occupy the top flillor of the old Post Office building ~ 
·~\with a full military guard 9 SA Lynch of the Liaison Section j 
\~ inquired into the information y;hich we had received and brought . ,e. 1 
'\; me the attached charter for the "Physical Security Equipmen~ Agh.J"" '>!·• 

::') 'rhis agency is to be headed by Colonel H. M. NcCoy, who was ~.J 
military superior at Wright Field. l ~ 

• -~~. C$'v'') The Physical Security Equipnent Agency Hill use securityv ~ 
I \Jl'aevices and perform services in connection with security matters ,.,. 

1 for any government agency. It appears that this is an effort to 8 
l."'· consolidate all the teleohone, microphone, and sound work of the ~ 

defense agency into this new agency which will make its services ~~ 
available to other agencies in (a) criminal and related inve~tigatige 0 

actiyities, (b) counter~int~lligence and coyuter sabotag~,activities~ 
and (c) intelligence acti yi,€ies,o ¥ : \".4-.. ("': / ' r v 

. · . · oD , ,.7 o ... J J 

I think. we should be alert to the activities of this. new 
~Ji~;l~~rft~e surprised to see them go overboard nor 
~ ~9~ Bureau is blamed ~some of tneir 

~~ . L . hN.OT ·RECO.ifDE.OJ~i 
~~t'm!~~C!.t~Jil ., ' ·4.5_ !\.PR 1'/1951 i 

OJ!i.J:G I:'N. •J . .~ 
.., -- ~ 
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The Attorney General 

Ladd 
. Belmont 

.April 3~ 1951 

l>trector~ FBI STRICTLY~~ 

P.·IYfJICAL 8ECllRIT. . . ~ A~ 
E(- .:JIPJJEN1' A:J;.•:;cr; ~ ' · - V\.. v... e.._ 
L·. f (;fiUATIOll COIICER ~IH1 . ~( ' , . c . . -

._ ~ ·::C, ,-: f.....)..{, r:._--:-~ 
• ..._• .... j • 

~-It-h--;;-co~e to ~Y attentioh~hat the abo.ve-captioned 
~gency has been for~ed within the Department of ~efense and is 
preser;tly occu.pyirq a space on the ei:Jh.th fl.oor of the old Post 
Office Ez.tildtnJ at l.l'th and Penns1Jlvania Avenue. It i.s under­
stood that the" agc'?.cy has .for tts purpose the. consol tdation of 
'!1~ telephone and m.tcrophone surveillances and other · types of 

.. f!OUnd work · noro being uttlized by the various branches ()f the 
l.Jepartm.ent of Defense.. Th; ts agency was presu1:1.ab~y set up wi-th 
•the approval o.f the Secretary of Defense. . . · 

. .• 

. It has been reported that personnel of ·this agency 
have e~pressed a keen ~nterest in the highly secret radio 
f ·requenc}l 11~ icropho.·~e wh ich.J as you were preu i.ou..sly adu tsed, 
fs a deui,ce whereb y a telephone· can be used as a 1n.~orophone 
J1?.erely by sending a radio .frequency signal on the telephone 

, 

1- tne. 1ls you wtll recall, by Pres ~dential Directive the Depart­
ment of Ju.st;ice was name'd as the sole agency contra.ctt.ng for. the 
~cqutsition of such deutces for use witht~ the continental United 
Qtates and the use of ~wah a. deuice was prohtb·ited by any age'!€JV 
};f the Department of Defense tn the absence of spec i,fi,c a.PiY'Jfip.l =-~ 
by the Secretary of Defense. ·· ;g I~ ~ 
t :r; 

•. 0 -

Any further · information. received concerning thts~a·~~~ 
Wi~l be 'Qrou:;ht to your attention. en ~ ~'t : · 

1'\) -n , _ :.= 

GFM:kmb 

Tol~n_· _._ 

La<l<l 
Clegg-~ .• 

Ole.Y1n ' • r 

NlebOJ.a 

ROOOII ' 
Trae1 __ 

ll&rbo_ 
Bel:>ont __ 
I!Ohl' __ 

0 '":. ~· :t: 
___, '- rr: 
::1!:: (f) ~ 

-{ ~ 

~~~z<fiF ~· 
,\t~ORUf.D • SS ~tiiifssl 

t'o~ 1, ~ 
- '\f' 'l} \C {:. • . \)t c. 

(\' ~ , ,ue~t :> • • 

.~ : ~,~~a~t 
~~~~rv :&' 
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THE DIH.t;OTOR 

D. M. LADD 

.-

I 

March 30, 1951 

Your inquired concer.nine whether the setting up of a 
Physical Secuntty Equipment Agency might not be contrary 
to the President's .Directive concerning the use of radio 
frequency wire tapping equipment. There is attached a 
tickler copy of the directive and a· tickler copy of your 
memorand~ reflecting your conversation with the Attorney 
General concerning this matter. 

It is noted in this directive, Item No. 7 provides 
that the radio frequency device shall not be used by any 
agency of the Department of Defense in the absence of the 
approval in each instance by the Secretary of Defense. 

It would aooear that this agency whlch is being set 
up for the purpose of handling this matter for defense 
agencies would not be in violation of this directive if 
they confine their activity to the handling of such 
dev:i.ces. 

Attention is directed however to the fourth item 
which provides that the Department of Justice shall be 
the sole agency contracting for the acquistions of such 
devices for use within the continental and territorial 
U11ited States. This would anpear to imply that the 
defense agency could not buy any such equipment or acquire 
any such equipment without the approval of the Attorney 
General. 

DML:dad 

Attachments. 

> .,. 

\. 
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c 
0 

p 
y 

September 8, 1950 

THE DIRI!:C'.!:OR 

MR. LADD 

PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE CONCERNING 
ULTRASONIC LISTEiHNG DEVICES 

The contents' of the referenced Presidential Dir.ective are 
set our below ·for your information. 

At the suggestion of the Secretary of Treasury, the 
Secretary of Defen~e, the Attorney General and the Director of 
CIA, the Bresident approved and signed a Presidential Direct.ive 
on August 2~, 1950, of whi9h only one copy-was made. That copy 
is maintained in the National Security Uounci~,t 

This Directive was reviewed by Special Agent Edward 
S. Sanders on September 8, 19$0", .and it was noted that it carries 
a top secret classification. The Directive stated that in order 
to insure .Proper cont~ol and hnadling of ultrasonic listening 
devices it is directed that: . -

1. Appropriate arrangements be effected to classify 
and control such devices for the exclusive use of the United 
States Government •. 

2. i'he use shall .be limited exclusively to matters of 
vi tal importance to the national security o:t' the United States 
in order to avoid any unjust encroachment upon individual rights 
and constitutional guarantees. 

I lshall be the exclusive agencies · 
3. The Departme::;, o~ Treasury, Defense, Justice I I 1 

of' the Government responsi eor the classification and contro):_ 
of sue~ devices and the development of appropriate counter-measures 
applicable to the umy.ithorized use of such devices. Referral/Consult 

4. The Department of Justice shall be the sole agency 
contractin~ for the acquistions of such devices for use ~itq.in 
the,continental and territorial United States. 



s~YRE'Jl . . -~ : 
6o Such devices ~1 not be used by any agency of the 

Treasury Departm~nt i~ th~ absence of the approval in .each instance 
by the Secretary of Treasury. 

7. Such devices shall not be used by any agency of the 
Department of Defense in the absence of the appr~al fun each instance 
by the Secretary of Defense. 

8·. Such devices shall ·not be used by any aeency of the · 
Department of Justice in the absence of the approval in each in-
stance by the Attorney General. Referral/Consult 

9 

10. The Secretary of Treasury. the Secretary of Deferse, 
the Attorney General_ . shall 
be responsbile personally and individually for continuing their 
cl9se supervision of a11 activity relating to the control and use 
pf·such dev~ces. 

11. Information concerning the existence and nature of 
such devices shall be limited to the appropriate employees of the 
Government on a need-to-know'basis. 

It is noted that this Directive is not to be reproducedo 

flECOHMENDA'ri ON 

The foregoing is for your information. 

. ' 

- 2 
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September 14, 19$0 -----
M.EMORANDPM FOR MR. TOLSON '" 

MR. LADD 

,, In conversation with the Attorney General today I advised him of 
the substance of the memorandum addressed to me by Mr. Ladd under date of 
September 8, 1950, which I am attaching her.eto, which deals Hith the highly 
confidential Presidential Directive on Ultrasonic Listening Devices. 

The Attorney General stated he desired to designate me to handle 
the phases of this matter that may arise affecting the Denartment of Justice 
and to in turn take up with him for approval and clearance the authorization 
of these installations when it is necessary to utilize them. 

I desire for this reason that no 'use of this apparatus be made .by 
this Bureau on any of the technical surveillances which have already been 
authorized without first taking the s~e up with me in order that I rrray 
explain to the Attorney General about the use of such device in every 
instanceo 

I informed the Attorney General of the development o:f a device by 
our Laboratory Hhich prevents the use of the Ultrasonic Liste.ning Device as 
telephone microphqne and suggested to the Attorney General that he might 
desire to furnish this information to the President in case it \vas desire<l 
it be used for security purposes. The Attorney General has asked that I 
send him a memorandum about this matter and I have asked Hr. Ladd to ·prepare 
the same for me. ' 

I think it would be well to have the preventive device installed 
in the telephones of Mr. Tolson, Mr. Ladd, Mr. Nichols and myself. --

In this same conversation.w.ith the Attorney General we discussed 
the matter of t~chnical surveillances and the Attorney General stated he 
thought we should review these surveillances from time to tnne to make 
certain that they 1-rere useful and that they should be continued. I told 
the Attorney General that this was being done and this satisfied him. I 
desire that all technical surveillances that are in operation be justified 
at least once a month by the field office having such surveillances in 
operation, . and that they be very c arefully revi~wed ana scrutinized here 
at the Seat of Goyerriment for continued operation. 

I also de.s~.pe, t<;> ~aga~h reiterate the meticulous care that we must 
exercise in the re~9-~:endati-on· to the Attorney General of any net-T technical 
surveillances and in the authorization of continued technical surveillances. 

•" 



.. ·•. ~ 

t 

I do not want this project to in any way get out of hand and I v1ant i't to be 
very closely restricted and supervised. 

The Attorney General di'scussed with me the procedure for obtaining 
authorizations for installing technical $Urveillances and suggested I arrange 
to bring these to his · personal attention so that he might approve the~ him­
self and they would then be handled by the Attorney General and my.self or a 
designated representative of the Bureau. I have asked Mr. Ladd whereyer pra­
ctical to assemble these requests for new authorization one~ a week, on Mon­
day, and ~ will then see the ~tt9rney General and .submit them to· him for his 
9onsideration at that time. Of course in the case of any real emergepcy the 
:bequests for authorizations for technical surveillances should be immediate­
ly brought to my attention and I will then see the Attorney General mpecialo 

A ttacbmen.t 

Very truly yours, 

John Edgar hoover 
Director 



To bon 
!Md ---

Clegg_ 
Olav!n __ 

N!Chob_ 
Rosen __ 
Tra.e;,: __ 
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Bolmnt_ 
l!Ol'i __ 

Tole. Roo:a_ 
Nu.sc __ 

_PHYSICAL SECURifi' 
E(JUIPJJETn' AGENCY; 
IliFOllJl..fTION CONCEB!IIHG 

1/arcb 26~ 195l 

PURPOSE 
~o adotsu you thdt the ~a~liington F'old 0//toa 

ta aa~tal4tng an t~o~l contact with tha Phgctcal 
seourttu Bqu'-p=en:t Agency wld~h 'la npootecl to occupy 
space It;_· tM old PO$'/; 0//tcs builcUng. Thto agency 
-~-p_p.f:!1H!..J/i.P .• 11~t!Uo -~lJ -rq~~o .tr._aqu.t!1!9:W tdcroph.cma and pooltot 
~'1-n'latu~a 7!tldr-opZW'f(tl .,.ailtlrder$ j~f4nf1a agone tea. I'fJ 
would appear adnisa~le to~ tn& washington F~old O/ftce to 
oantinu& to keap abroant of whot th.ta natu agenay t~ do-&no 
oo 't4at we ~oill be aware of how they 'ln:tend to funct-ion, and 
$D .that w6 may·kaep abreast of any toohntcol mattern thou may 
rleve~op. 

b6 
b7C 

~ 

DETAILS \ 
!l'he F/asld,ngton F'&eld O!l'oo has adt1ioea that Speo'<:U '- · 

AgeTJt Jlobori u. r:~M ~a::::':: !~orma.l ~r£an~ti '\!' 
~!~!~t;ymi;:~pm6n g6noy.;~ u u~tl JeP~~;!:~l~ 
fourt1Jt: of 'tha an;a. on the 8th floor r>f the old poat O,fftoe -.i 
Bui2~tng. The PSEA t8 au cgenoy ~htc~ will .uaq accurttu· ~ 
devtce.tt and. perform set-uloea in connection cdth Sllcu.rt.ty .,, 
Ktte-ra to-r c.ny GovemEtent agency. It. appears thct the'lr , \t-. 
purpose- t.s to conaol tdate all. the telephone, uicrophone, and· 
$OUnd WO'r'K Of the dC/lJ'IlGfJ a.gencte6 fnto thta nero agency wh:lciJ ·.· \ '~ 
wtll liUlke ~ta veM.Hcas a.va'llablc -to othar a.genct.eD ill0 tho ·li 1 

.d. . 
of o~t~tnal and ~latad fn~eatigat~ve aotivttteD, countc~ - .~~ 
tntellts;C}lce .and countersoboi:a.ga activttrtes and 1/ntsll tgoaae '-..() 
<tct;tv'St'les. 

I I agone us~; 
has odut$cd· Spec !al Agan'IZ· xu.-'tntlOn 'tha.t l~e :reels h to .new agc:zwu!J 
udll he· able ta take o140'I'{J<1 of tlw mork en tlltt radto jrequcmorr- H 

m"Jcrrophone and tD'tll Mke tu.1~~lable ttds J:lic rophone to dejeTUJll "­
af}onctes ~~tt:UJ, aa~: ~~ed, tt. :rou may recall tb.at the rad~o a 
RJLrha ~~- · / -~~ 

, 1 ~ .- ?to _. ./-

cc: So-t 
". \'t--

NoT RF."'ORDmD • 
71 MAY 4 195:1 ... 

c..mt~'r ,.' · n "-".). =-t't;.·· ~. v '\85; 
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jrequanau •taroph~o fa a ds~lce ~herqby a telophone can ba use4 
as a atoropho~o f: ::~ eondtag o radto ~qu~nou stgnol on th& 
telephone l~n~. __ __laleo said-~hot tTw cgoncu e~pects to 
hcve a nuabor ~I n -.n r poo~et wtrq rccordera auc$lable tn th~ 
nttcr ./Uf;fJ't'/1 and 'thtlt htJ had planned to maTte throe or /tJur ava i.loble. 
to the .Surtto~ .fiJ.,. · e~pe..-icttntc! putpOIUJ8• A pookot tr>Jre 1'tloONUn .. 
f8 =e~lu a s~l ~'a~ophonc wbtch can _ba oonoeal4d on oneb person 
cn4 th~r~~U cD#ve~sat~bns _ca~ bq ~Qcr~e~ tn tho 'naoatato u~c$~tiu 
ot tb.(1 J>r!r.son. u~~l'I:Jtng the :dcNJphone. ou-r Labc>ratoru haa 
previou8lu done e~~~'uan~~ng along tbeaeoltneb. 

rAe ll<s#bSrtgtott I' tel~' 0/J'tcu ~ro;lises t;o hatl/1 Bpootol 
Agen'b runs~ coq~S~ f.o :latD"t ·tJtth I 1 on a jr1end1...r/ 

.b~a$s ill 6t"'dti~ -&at; we =au l:acp· abrqa~ ti the ao'6Jttttte8 of- ·"!ildo , 
cgonou., · 

tiEl!O)J1JE11J)4.1.T(JJ[ 
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;Tl:o is to pq 
~--~~--------------~~--~ t~:_.,c..c i' _lnlOl1ned Sk 1{U;,T.ZHi~l tha:t ti·.-., <t~<.: •• c:,· ~=~P~ ~:to to ';.tvJ 

th.roe-<;_'U{:;.:t·tcrs O.f' t.hc t:.!'C{' on the €liclhth floor 0!,.' t~IO \;l.i .'<>.:>t 
Offic.c l3ull6.inf!. '.i'he-J pl\411 to :L.1st.W.l .:·~oni t.tt- ,,ou tht ... ·.·. • 
;,tar::tf.tr of t1w btiildiug c. .comylctc: muchi!1~ ~·o.t, olcct~"'."lic~ 
lt:.:.>q:..\. tory, . t-.. pl1ysics lt...:.,.O:rato:.":t.', <... f3he(: ~ :.1d..:l ..... ,.:d:ini.; :.. •. -v ,; 
U:4(1. ~ plastics sJon.. .?J.on~ tl,,; >to~t i.:ur~l t.e.r oi' t~.; hU.: ... L:.., • ·Lhcy 
int.md to· ..-.:~.close thq cnth·~ :r;;;.ll:_HS.Y 1 ·not only tc uffo ... ·•l . _:t.· -~:t-::.r 
scicl .. .:ity but .:.1~ to· ust: 'c!...is ;;.ret: .... ~ a liebt t.u .• u .:.1 fv-;.' L:.~!.*' 
o-pticW. cxpex•ltit:n:ts inhm~uch c..s ~thzy at'c goin;;; tc ~Ht\:.oli···h ::..n 
opti..:W. luoor<.,:tory o.:t the SU.~e t~l:W. • 

L-----:-....JI stut~d tnc:c the Rl" ::rl.crophono ti.t}V<..lo,..a<J:.c, by r.ecm-.::.-cll 
• IO• .• ucts, Inc~, .il<.~s been 11 stjrllh;J11 t.cd 11 r.at upon 11 ·,:· cr~ .. L.l ___ .... 

L-...,.....,.... .... 1 o tt.t.ud Cih. "m.<;, able t.c ho.yc -ti·1u h·c~>i<ic;·rt si..::! un o:r .. •· . "..t:ki'!:1G. 
lil-i;.. :...t;vice <-op secl·ot fer secu. . .rity ,:)m.•oo:.:;l':~~ wtu <)·w .. t li1J. 1~:,0 Jone 
not1d.ng. tou· ... .~xi :uoking Ul3E,;, of td>~ i:t~ra. I J sae::1s t.;;, f:o:.:, l'hc 
"lll be ~ble to ~ •. kc clu:~ree of thi::; i tGr, b.HJ. ·\il11. .!.t.ru~eu.: 1 :i.:r .lf!.kc 
it t.;V:..llt.blo t.o those ~60llcies ·.;ilc:r·i.: l t ·.:ill 'Jt;, .:·o~rt <: ..... :<...;>t.~ ·11.. .• 
i•c also stated ~hc: ... t em-: l10ur cock .. , t \~11·0 l'ccor-.i~ ~ :...r~ '1..: •• : . ...-1 ).f9-
.. ;uc.tion ;:,, n "}"C+<:- -1<.~ ·,~ C''l.·~ .... SO'"'' Ol ""u~'l."'- _:.,1 t·· • .l.l·. ,., . ;. ·L. 
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.fu.tur"e and plu1a to raJ'k:s tlirqs: or foul' :..v~il<.!,.Jl<. "') "C.l:i .. • ;n ,,, :1 .!.'Ol" 
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hill! .i'ol· lu: .. lC • .~<:vn in .t.~+..- .i..,.·:1:::di<: t .. , Luttirf .• 

L-------!lbc.s e ... tend.~.;d <m invit. -tlon Eo S.tl i\U!.'l'.,.;.J.,~ to -vi.)it. ·!i:~u 
I~:.:,ezwy •at ru;,.y ti.Itc to obs-::rvc •,;h<;t t;.oy ~~re •to:i.!1C· u_ ... ,c~•, 
Kui~T¥1htl ;rill cc.m!-;¥1Ho:: w. t.:oe}i th::H>t:; i.l:~···i·~~<.;:ts en th~ .( . .d ,uly 
hr ;:;.is. tL< .. t ·has bcm; c'st<.bli:;h~u. ove:..· u Pcl."iou ol' ;., •• '< p< :. t. ,; ...... t•. I' . ' • ,.- -

,'--~ ... 
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Office Memo~andum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Harbo r?:!J--TO 

i)FR~M 
DATE: April 26, 1951 Mr. R. T. 

Mr. I. vl. Conra." . 'll JUNE 
' 

SUBJECT: Radio Frequency Microphone'-Tele:Qhone Uni,t () _ ,~,-.- ·. ~ ~ 
. a> ~-tt.I.A#'H-<-·Y' ~ JA....f.:(.-v..--~ ,.._f ~-

Reference is made to Washington Field Office le~ter V L •• ,.~._­
of. April 12, 1951, reporting on the highly successful operation ::--­
of' one of the above units on a case and requesting a policy lkrW--­

determination by the Bureau to permit the use of this equipment ~oolt»••-" 
a~ remote unattended locations. ~:.~~ 

""'·---Hi th "regard to observation~ and suggestions for minor ~"''---. 
improvements in the equipment, these suggestions are being ~ 
c9ns~dered, and where feasible will be incorporated in future 
uni'C~. \'le already have substantially eliminated the possible 
interference with radio equipment. · 

I 

T,>li th regard to the request that 'the policy determination 
be made permitting use of the equipment at remote, unattended 
locations, it is my feeling that the Bureau should not adopt such 
a policy in view of the extremely high security requirements · 
p;t_aced on this equipment by the Presidential Directive.controlling 
i 'ts use. It is true that failure to adopt such a policy may require 
several plants in lieu of a single central plant. However, it is 

· notec1 that the Director has instructed that the Bureau be, most 
selective in use of the equipment, and it is felt for this reason 
tha~ . the existence 9f a s.ep:a,r.a:,£e.Plant would be justified in any 
situation where this equip~ent is productively used. 

R~COMMENDATION: 
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Office Memorandum • uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: APRIL 1·2, 1951 

~ SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 

SUBJECT: RADIO FREQUENCY SINGLE PAIR MICROPHONE-TELEPHONE UNIT 

a is unit 
or s exce en microphone coverage of the premises. In this parti­

cular instance it was possible to make a comparison of the ~ unit 
with a previously installed wall microphone ~nstallation on · the same 
premises. While the wall microphone had afforded a very suitable degree 
of room coverage, the new RF unit installation provided immeasurably 
better coverage, making it possible e.ven to hear intelligible conver­
sations carried on on the sec·ond floor of the. house, altho:ugh the instru­
ment was on the first floor. As far as the actual intelligibility, 
clarity, and quality of the room conversation transmitted by this new 
un~t are concerned, little more could be asked for. 

It is . thought necessary to comment on one disadvantage 
of t~e unit disclosed in instant installation. This concerns the fact 
that the- radio frequency current introduced into subject's house 
through the ~elephone line "beat" with the broadcast station signal 
being received on subject's radio with a resultant audible note emanating 
_from the radio. Similarly, when the unit is tuned further, its signal 
nullifies the radio broadcast signal with the result that no sound 
emanates from the subject's radio. · At this point it is possible that 

1 the subjects might even hear their o1-m convers,ation on their radio, as . 
transmitted thro~gh the ~ unit. . -tttlmtt' ttttr-ff.!U..!!W:U 

There is no question but that this defect 
mina~ed if at all technically feasible, even at the expense of more 
bulky equipment, since unless the unit is operated by a highly skilled 
individual, a definite security problem is involved. 

A vernier tuning control is a definite convenience, and 
in addition, makes it possible to have the unit ~o tr ls ~~~n~ ---~ ~x 
to optimum settings on a given installation by as ea'~=~~-wit~~ 
merely a single control for the monitor to adju·s a sli~t variations. 

. • ~c.LOS~ L - d.L.. t.s:- ~ lyG 
It is thought ~~~QRRmsiJJra£ion 'Si?OM'd be give:l to. 6 I¥=> 

_incorporating sufficient output amplification stages within· the unit 
itself to make possible a single self-con~i~d ~it to drive headphonesn ~ 
witho:ut the necessity of adding a· brief c~seJte~p~e. It is felt flU 
CloJ1:MLS . • ~~ )·MA~I1.8 1951 (I~ 
66-779 ~ . . 3 
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that this is particularly feasible with the use of external batter,r 
supply, since a single heavy duty battery supply would provide appro­
priate voltages for both the RF unit ~d the amplifier. In addition, 
such an arrangement would make possible an exact match of the uni~s 
output to the amplifier, which is difficult to achieve with the use , 
of a briefcase~~detectaphone. 

If this.arrangement is not considered feasible, it is felt 
that at least there be incorporated a variable output control on the 
present unit, since some difficulty was encountered in properly driving 
the detectaphone under the present arrangement. 

As a further convenience, if technical~ feasible, it is 
thought that the use of an AB battery-pack type supply with plug-in 
connections should be employed. Such an arrangement should effectively 
eliminate the need of the internal battery supply, since only a momentary 
change-over period would be required. In ·connection with such an arrange-· 
ment, a built in m~ter might be incorporated to indicate battery life, 
and thus assist in maintenance. 

As an added refinement, the use of a permanently affixed 
cord to phone line, or plug type connectors for the phone line cord, 
should eliminate improper connections or accidental grounding of the 
phone line connections·, as is possible with the present arr~ngement. · 

These suggestions are offered as,possible surface improve­
ments; -however, it is reiterated that the unit essentially has demon­
strated itself to be ·highly effective as a means of microphone coverage, 
and there appears to be no room for improvement in its net results once 
properly installed. 

In reviewing the possibilities of the use o~ this unit 
. in other investigations, the primary question raised i~ th~ establish­

ment of policy concerning the location of tlie units! In this connection , 
it is to be realized that the essential part of the unit must be rela­
tively close to the location of the subject to be monitored. It is 
~stimated from experience with the existing installation that approxi­
mately 1,000 fee~ of wire or cable is the maximum effective distance 
between the telephone instrument and the RF unit. This means that 
either the actual monitoring plant must be within about one city block 
of the subject's residence, or that a remote RF unit must be concealed 
somewhere in the vicinity of the subject's residenc~and through a 

' booSte~ver leased lines to a central plant. 

by?A f/11'0 
S'ltempt from egoey i 
btttu iitifieltion • 
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In· so far as Russian Espionage cases are concerned, most 
coverage would of necessity have to pe on Russian speaking subjects. 

·Since only a limited number of Russian translators capable of monitoring 
this t e have 

Apart 
involve considerable· expense and multiply 

~--c-o_n_s~i~d~e-r-at~1~.o-n-s-.~ 'Therefore. the only practjcal arrange-

It would therefore seem desirable, if full utilization 

l
of the RF unit is to be realized, to permit the use of remote RF units 
.placed in appropriate locations near the subjects• residences or offices. 
Such locations would be apartment basements, appropriately concealed 
or secured; the basements, garages, closets and such similar spaces 
of confidential informants or cooperative contacts; telephone manholes 
or poles, with the cooperation of the telephone company, and approprj.ately 
boxed or otherwise secured; janitors closets or access holes in office 
buildings, and other such concealed locations. 

In connection with such remote applications, it is believed 
the unit can be ~urned on and off remotely, that battery supply can be 
furnished remotely, and, i£ believed necessary, that even some type 
of alarm signals can be received at the central plant remotelY if 
the unit is tampered with. 

As an alternative to a policy of permitting remote appli-

1 
cations of this unit, and if a number of separate plants are set up, 
a. policy permi ttin~ the secure locking up of the equipment in the plant 
w1thout the necess1ty for twenty-four hour personal attendance at the 
plant, would result in a large comparative saving of manpower. 

The demonstrated effectiveness of the RF unit is such 
that it is felt that every consideration should be-given to enap~ing 
the fullest utilization of the device in pursuing important investi­
gations where it is applicable. 

CWL:MLS. 

66-779 

b 7E 



l. 

\in'shington Field O!'fieo . May 2, 1951 
.,... "'. ,.. . 

Director~ FBI -f)~ JUNE 

Radio Frequency _i1cropho~;~un1~_ -r. · 'fJ . ,41~ 6 _J 

. -~ ~OJ/.A.Ablf.A"')'+' ~.)'..&~ 
_ Reurle~·Ap~il 26, 1951, reporting the highly succ~ss!'ul 

operat,ion of one Qf th~ nbqve captioned ~:t?-~~ P~- a c~so and 
requesting author~zation·to leave tbis dqtiipm~xt~J~~\~~~ded at 
remote locations• . . ' ; 

_ -1 The ob~e;rvat16.ns and. ~\llf!~stions for improv~ment a;-~;~ 
l?>~ing considered · ~d where. ,!'oa~ib~e will bo inoorpor.a~od in ·fUtur.~. 
-~nits. As you knqw tho posaib!~ity of interference with radio 
eq¢-pment has been·'·substantially elimina~ed: 

. .. . . . ~n-_ vie~~8J,' ~~e extre~ely b+gh ~~curi:~ requirqments 
.P~~oe~i.o~ .tp.is &9:Ul:J?mont- bl a P.r.eoident~ ~ D11;1ec~i ve ~ Jth& -policy 

· requirJ.tm ·attendeQ....·operation of' t'bo:se·. uilits -shoUld· 'bo ·c·ontin~ed. 
Fui!ther.; -the Bureau,.:-nius.t. bo :lnost selectii(f. ~ih' :the uae ·o't ·>.this 
'-inV:~a'\;igativ~ tec~cm_~,t.m.d fo:P thi:·~· rea$~on ~he e.rl~t_e:nca or e. 

' ~aj),ar·$;~ plan~ wo~~a· oo justified in' iiriy. ai'tuation\·~rliere thia 
. ·oq'U+pment ~s. pro_~l.l*ti voly· wed. . · 

CI.\C: AB n. 
. ~t:J 

g_· 
ln_•_ · 
na 
1~ ,_. , __ 
>nt_ 

.Room_ 

·-.-

l 
\ 
I 
I ,_ . 

.· 

' ' 



ACTION: 

None. -For information only. 
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L Office Memorandum . uNrTEn sTATEs GovERNMENT 
. 

May 5, lQt;l 
b6 Per the FBI 

DATE~ 

r. • \-1, b7C 

~o· Mr. R. T. ;ftf-.~ 
FROM M I s . E'D 
SIJBJECT: one Matt r:J~ - ; . 

I . . 4 5 ~, .... 1.::_ 
;...- · Reference is made to my memorandu dated May , 19 1, l<o..,_ 

.1 1. relative to the above-entitled matter, advising of .a vis-it by , ..... r_ 

1 u Kenneth Schmidt. IIUW-
1 .. ) ~~""-
I \ ~ ·~---
~ ~ , There are a few matters of security concerning micro- :~~ 
!~· <. phone-telephone techniques generally which· I believe should be 
1 given consideration by the BUreau. First of all, I have been 
1'-' :::~::d :: :o :rbert Kurtzman, of \-lashington Field Office, that. 
! ~~ intends to file' in the United States Patent 
! ,~Lu ~w ~~n~ very near future, a pa~ent application for a 
; . ~ ~ountermeasure device for the stated purpose of rendering tele­
l 1 ~ phones immune against modification fw· hone purpose's. 
1 ~~~ Kurtzman advised that the. idea whiph was at-tempting to 
~· ?) patent consi.sted of placing a · so-cal e Merc.ury 11 switch in the 
i \ • ~ telephone handset in such a manner that when the telphone was. in 
l 'i. tJ::le "hung-up" position or horizontal position, the switch tvould 
: ~ r~nder the microphone inactive, whereas, when the handset was 

· 1~:fted to the talking 9r vertical position, the "Mercury"· St>fi tch 
wq.uld operate, making the telephone active. This is exactly · the 
s~e type of function as we have applied in our countermeasure, 
e~cept that 'tTe are applying the switchin'g function as a part of 
th:,e regu:tar telephone Sl-Ti tch and not as a special item in the 
handset. 'Hhile I have no factual basis for my opin-ion, I am 
ce,rtain thatl ] .realizes the internal security implicatio~s 
of the microphone-telephone technique., and I feel that the filing 

~~c~~ t o~h: tfa tent auuJi c at.i an nro:t> ohl :v '" ., .re.,r "• . »>;~; e.r ~a 1 Icons u 1 t 

It would certainly appear th~t such a patent application, 
even if it proves to be allo'table should ·not be permi teq. to be · 
is.~ued during the prese~t sta;te of international affairs. I am 
advised by the Patent Office '\that under Tit·l~t' 35, Section 42 o~ 
ti>:e U. S. Code, the ·Patent ofrice, at ~he request of efther . the . ,. 
Military or the Atomic .Energy : Cqmm~ssion, is r~uired to~ace 9:? ~ ~~ 
application in a secrecy stat~s ·~rh~ch-will,. pfe ~ all-'2 r::--~v A· ,~ " · 
knowledge, including issuance of the patent, tbng ~-~ lie ag~E!ncy " 
recp~esting secrecy handling maintains ~ts re.qu

09
es:C , - .~---:. .... ~.~ . 

, . . . Q~M~~n 1 foo ~--7 
As a further item of .inte~~' S'Chmidb ~ adY.ised me . lfY 

informally that while he understands the RF micJtitfl2'flern!~e to be _ " . . . 
a highly confidential matter i~ the u. s. GovernJJlent, he has · .. -JVCjf ~0 

~never be"en forma~ly advised that it is considered classified \¥" ~ ;J''\) 
~r materia):, It wouldore, · ble that steps be {V'_q? \ l· ~ai:en by the Bureau to fo I I that the RF ~~ 1 

\ microphone-telephon c is · assified. 1 

~ .,-::; (t":l · _ Classified by1!M · /, /, I' _ijs·· liB{~(£_ ~!/t:{J b { x, ... . . ·,L,~ Cat ory~""" ,'t! (\ .. 
row.J{Jr¥ :l:ft£1! :. . '" ' 'J of :Q~las~ficallon- f!J "' \ '\ 

_.>. ~ fvJ A.f ' Ad!> ~ (,. 



Memorandum to Mr. Harbo 
P·age 2 .S -ET 

b 6 Per t he FBI 
b7 C 

As a third item, I f el reasonably certain that all 
of the Nili tary Intelligence Agencies as !'le'll as the " State 
Department are acquainted with the methods of using the 
telephone as a microphone wherein wiring changes in the tele­
phone instrument itself are involved, as contrasted with the 
RF device i..rhere no such changes are required. I base this 

:::::·n: :: ::: £nat that former Bureau employees! J I I the Mi·litary Intelligence Servces, and t e 
ep t t, and of course, there is no reason why such 

agencies could not have independently developed such techniques 
even if they did not learn of them through former FBI employees. 
If it has not already been done, it is felt that through our 
liaison with those agencies, an under·standing should be reached 
as to the highly classified nature of this equipment also, to 
the end that it be given a formal classification. Referra l /Consult 

The need for such classification will be apparent, 
I believe, .from the consideration of the mi.meographed instruc-
tions whichJ I apparently issues with ~e so-called 
11 -tee -Ki t 11 manufactured by him [ _ I 

1 
the State Department. It is noted t at the FBI has 

.. 

of these units. On page 9 of the mimeographed instruc­
tions mentioned there appears a paragraph "As you know, by 
putting a 1 jumper ~Tire• ·inside a telephone it, can be turned 
into a microphone so that someone outside the room could hear 
a conversation in the roo~ even thoug~. the receiver was not 
off the hook. 11 Similarly on page 11 in describing the use ot; an 
auxillary component to detect the so-called carrier type concealed 
transmitters, the statement appears "This check is very impor·tant 
as a number of these units have been discovered mostly outside 
the United States. · They are usually hidden i].l the dead air space 
between walls and connect~d to a wallbox power line or behind 
the grill covering a radiator and connected to tne power line. 
Other locations convenient to the pow~r line could be used. The 
type of equipment discovered indicates that it is a large-sca.le 
production item." It is felt that both of these items constitute 
classified information which should not be contained in mimeo­
g~aphed instructions belng released by a connnercial manufacturer, 
without some notation as to the . confidential or classified 
nature thereof being marked on the document, and no such marks 
are present . 



Memorandum to Mr. Harbo 
Page 3 

RECOMME:NDATION: 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

It is recorr~ended that the Bureau consider taking 
steps t~ough liaison with the military to insure that if 

L.......,.---....1] applies for a patent as described above, it be placed 
in a secrecy category. It is noted that the law making such 
secrecy possible also permits the patent applicant to sue the 
United States Government f~r damages thereby sustained. 

In addition, it is further recommended that ~he 
Security Division consider whether either the Bureau or some 
other Government branch should advise Schmidt formally of 
the highly classified nature of the RF mic-tel device if such 
formal·notification is necessary in order to make him liable 
for dissemination of such classified information. 

Thirdly, it is recommended that through liaison, the 
Bureau seek to establish a classified status for the wire type 
of mic-tel techniques, if such classification has not already 

. been made by the Military and other intelligence agencies 
!concerned. 

ADDENDUM Referral/Consult 

Pormer Special Agent Pat Coyne of·the National Security 
·Council initially interviewed !concerning thi~ device when 
,former Defense Secretary Louis Johnson got so excited about it 
and went ·f;o the President. Coyne was instrumental ~n preparing 
the Presidential directive restricting the purchase of this eqfip~l 

r-""ll<....l.t.""'--~---~~~~......r...~I.W:..L""""-'~i&S<..L.L.I.I.......IoL.L.......I~i2..."'-."-l. ~--'-!LL........!.!i:.;~e · i ted State s 

It would appear that may never 
overnment security regulations and I think 

should be sent over to Coyne to take ·up with 
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/l FROM : The Executives C'onfere&E 

SUBJBCT~ICROPHONE-TBLEPHOllE. UNITS 

The Director 

/ 



Meip.orandum .for the Director · 
b6 Per the FBI 
b7C I 

Referral/Consult the use ·of this type 
.SE~ET 

of equipment. r'f\ 
in J 

1---------------'------," 

M.r. Conrad feels that i'nformation of this ·type should be 
de?ignated as classified information by the Government and that the 
Bureau should bring this to the attention of the Department of De­
fense and i ntell ige nee age no ies. The Conference was opposed feeling 
that this information should·be brought to the attention of Pat Coyne 
but; .no o·bher action taken. 

I 
· To summari2e, the Conf,erence recommends that the Bureau· 

t.lJ:rour.[h 1J.g..f.§..94~r:.~~1)l"'ii:J.P..n;Jr:;sr::~7~tfi?.~1 
Sc. cur~ t y. c QJm.E.J;..,f •.• tM...,..f.Q,cz;q.YEl. .. J:".r:;J'~J£-1. i on 2.ll.:dJJl .. l~I!!!,,,rw;.~~!J}. •• .'L9.r.~.,.~_lf£h 
a Q. t i,.o n. &S. .. :f;.!JdJ.Jl(f'};,,:iAllCIJ-.:.Bp_._c.JJ.:r.j_.~,y,.,.9./JJ!dl:.i.V:::9£,.f!.&....W£J:9 :e;c_i _ate • 

.... .... ___ ' ~~~~'lit,'()..< 

') Respectfully, 
,. ),... For the Conference 

d; ( 
(A\ Clyde Tolson 

. ~· 
·. 

- 2 -
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; .. ·Office Memorandum o UNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

F~OM : v. p. KEAY , rn~ ~~ E'l.l fl Tolso~~ 
~/ _ Vll ~b6 Per the FBI~,"-~-· _ 

T~ ' J.IR. A. H. EELM01#-:fr:~· · DATE: ~ay 24, 1~~1 
ST:JBJBCT=If'MICRotnpnE-TEL~PaonE ·UNITt · u· b7c y ~~~!~ 

· Re mem67'a'mizfiii"':from:""1;1ie Executtves Conference to · IJ~~~. 
th_e Director dated llay 8, 1951, which recommended that 1\ '0"" ;:::nt 

:; •. -
"' .. - ' 
•• 

;' 

through liaison, Pat Oo ne o the National Security Oounc~l ~~ ---
be advised that a private businessman, Tele, R~-
intends to file a pa en ··app -z.cation for a countermeasure·, ::;~ 
devi_.ce for the purpose of rendering telephones immune a gil i~nst - ·. 

·modt!i"catton for microphone purposesl ~t wa~ further recommended A . 
that tt be pqinted out to Coyne that_ J .who ·l),a~ aevelopeq,. f~"' 
a ~adio .frequency microphone-telephone unit, 'has inq~..c~-be~ .t~~~­
wh-z.le3 although he understands the existence of such~a un-z.t -z.tr~ 
q "higlily confident·ial matter in the United States Government,_ he . 
Jia:s never be'en. formally ·aavised that• it is considered;. clas-sified"'· 

~-j mcfteria·l. · In connection ·with the rec·ommendations made, the 
'i> . Director noted, "o'.K. H." Referral/Consui t 

ri· Th.is matter was discussed with Pat Goyne by Special 
Agent 'Edward S .• Sanders on May 22, 1951, at which· t'ime· co·yne · · · 
aavi sed· that i"t was: hi's under·s·tand inti tha"t I r has~ in fact,-· 
b"een advised ':tihat t!j_e radio frequency. m."ic'ropho .... ' - .... 
·~· .... ~ ... ~ ' ~--- .... 

f · ~~~~uw~~~~uu~~~~~~~~~~~~~~------------------__, 



I 
! ' 

l 
• RECOMMENDATION: 

. The foregoing is for your information, and it is 
sugge_sted that this memora_ndum· be referred ·to Mr. Conrad in 
the Laboratory for h i_s i nj'ormati.on. 

Thts matter will be closiiy followed by ~he ~iais~n 
Sectio'n, and you will be kep~ advised .o.f any pertine}~t deuelOP'f!l-.ents. 

,. 

Referral/Consult 
ADDENDUJJ: June ·8, 1951 

Coyne advised that 
(. L-1 ------...... , --:,------11 L....----------------1 

• j,. 

ESS,:hke 

. I 
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~rna technic.alinata.llations no used generally by the Bure.aurs 
field offices c~nnot be 'detected as outlined in HElL YORGANtS arti.cle 
appearing in the May 9, 1951 edition of tha nsan Diego Tribune SU11n. 
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Office Memor-andum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO Mr. R. T. Harbo DATE: June 11, 1951 

FROM ·;,'J~~ 
Mr. I. W. Conr~4 L • ·-~'" 

~ ~<~'9-•\.14.-:t 

SUBJECT: Radio Frequenc;y_·Microphone-Telephone Unit 
.:bvlr._...:... 

By letter dated l!.ay 25, 1951, the SAC at San Diego informed the Ll< .. b_ 
ko..._ 

Bureau of an article appearing in the May 9, 1951 edition of the nsan 
' · D~ego Tribune Sun11 • The article was prepared by NEIL MORGAN, a well­

columnist and referred to. the detection of technical surveillances by 
placing a radio receiver· a few inches from the telephone receiver •. The 
radJ.

1
· o dshould not be tuned to any station and the volume should be tur ed ::;-

up ou • A 11 pal11 should call and if the phone receiver "!Vhines and groansn __ _ 
the line is being tapped. The San Diego letter suggests that the field be K furnished information, on this ~~yter :- yf.b 

' ~ • The technical and mi~;opho~e installations used generally in the 
:J field cannot be detected. as .outlined by MORGAN. It should be pointed out, 

.J~;~ however, that the newly developed microphone technique employing the radio 
~ frequency unit developed in the laboratory can be detected if the subject 
~ . places a radio receiver in close proximity to his telephone line, particu­

~ ~ larly if the antenna of the receiver runs parallel and immediately adjacent 
~ to the telephone station wire. In this case, the subject's radio would have 

to be tuned to a harmonic or multiple of the frequency being employed by the 
mic-tel installation, and further, the Bureau's RF mic-tel unit would have 
to be actually connected to the subject's telephone line and operating in· 
order for the subject to receive any indication of radio interference. Wh~le 

· this 11 harmonic11 interference in the case of broadcast reception has been re­
duced to a point where it is believed not to constitute a ~ecurity risk, 
receivers are available commercially ~nich could be tuned to the frequency 
actually being used by the Bureau. 

As you !mow, the ·use of RF mic-tel is restricted by Presidential 
Directive, and it is believed that a general discussion of this technique 
with the field is not desirable at this time. 

• f 

ACTIOO 

Because of the confidential nature and the restricted use of the 
radio frequency single pair microphone-telephone unit no attempt will be 
made to advise the field of· this technique. San Diego is being advised that 
the technical installations as used generally by the Bureau•s field offices 
cannot be detected as outlined in NEIL MORGAN'S article. I,/ 

CKC:IViC:OEM /r'.t:l- . ?J-?ttJ -$~~~ I 
. ·~ . ib_i:~l.i 
~ RECORDID ·11' 

JUN 19 1951 
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Office Memorandum . uNITED ·sTATEs GovERNMENT 

To· ' 

' ., 
~ROM 

:Mr. Balm 

:Mr. 

DATE:June 27, 1951 
Tolson_ 
L&M·--
Cleu __ 

Olavln_ 
NlehOls __ 

~UBJ!!CT: RADIO FREQUENCY MICROPHONE b7E llosen _____ 
Tr&ey_ 

PURPOSE: 

To recommend that at this time the Laborator,r·prepare a 
memorandum to the New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Washington 
Field Offices advising them of the availability of the radio 
frequency microphone which can be used in very specialized cir-
cumstances. · 

DETAilS: 

llari>O __ _ 

S$l:lont __ _ 
IIOhr __ 

Tele. Roo:~_ 
Neo.se __ 

oin4y_ 

,• ,. 
You will recall that a radio frequeney.microphone has been 

" 
i 

' 

perfected wpich enables microphone coyerage without making entr,y into 
the premises to be covered. It is believed that at this time it would 
be well to advise the'New Xork, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and 
Washingto.n ·tF~eld ~flC.§S ·of the fact tliat this equipment"1.s available. 
It is teltlhat because of the technical features in connection with 
this microphone the memorandum to the field sho~d be prepared by the 
Laboratory. 

The field should be advised that the Bureau, in very specialized 
circumstances, will consider-making this equipment available on important 
security type cases where other types of coverage are not possible or 
feasible. The field should be informed that the Bureau does not desire 
that this equipment be considered for general ·use. The conditions under 
which the equipment will be effe~tive should be pointed out. 

For your information, our first success with this e ui ment ha 
hpen in connection •i+b +hn =can entitled 

' 
I in covarJ.:n:-:g:--r_ ~e=-=r:-::e-=-s'T3":e~n~c-=-e -o~---.,....---J 

L-. __ ___.1 1~ I fO ,., ?~()-
1100~1'1:0 ... u. \ __.. -

RECOMMENDATIONs . - \ . JUL 6 a951 

It is recommended thal~ .. tk~~9-9r~~9Er ~t this time prepare a 
memorandum for the New York, sari1 Francisco, :tosr Angeles, and Washington 
Field Offices, informing them of the availability of the radio frequency 
microphone equipment and advising them that it• is available for use 'only. , 
in specigl, important security type cases. .It is felt that th~?l€ftta~. 
to the fiel~ould set forth the conditio~s under which the equipment 
will be effective and should inform the field of the number of sets 
which are available for field usa. ~~ 

Off 
.. 
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Office Memorandum . uNrTEn sTATEs GovERNMENT 

Jf.ST~ ' THE JJIREOTOR DATB• June 28, 195i?. 

t:itoM THE EXEOUTIVES 1 OONF;~-. ~ 
SUBJECT: ')(_RADIO FREQUENCY MICROPHONE ~ 

' ' 

The Executives' Con.terence3 consisting of Jlessrs. 
~olson, Clegg, Harbo, Nichols3 Rosen3 Ladd3 Callahan for N~--
Glavin3 Quinn famm for Tracy" Sizoo3 and Laughlin for ·~---
~elmont3 ~Qn§idered the advisabili~KfoS having,phe Labor~t~y 

.~;®1t~1:~$;~~~!-~J1~~~~i~l~lef~!~ ~41f~~~~~iJj~~ ~v~ 
'.9.f..f ices. lJJg__gy,g,J,l a~ i 1 j tu.. o f_:!;./J,.~ .... "r...ad_.~,D-.f r~ que n C.Y . .l!!J..£:!2ElU?.Jl.8 • l \ ~. , ~ 
!t was suggested('~ that· the Spec i,aJ. .Agents tn Charge of these 1 ~,. 
;offices b!? advised such equipment is available and that the~ 
§ureau3 i·n very •spec ial ized ·c ircumstances3 w'ould consider 
i(Laking .it availa'?.f1e on important security-type cases where 
other types of c.,overage are not possible or feas.ible. In 
·Phis connection, ~it wozOd _be p_pjnted out to thes!.__f!E.1o~iq.l 

I 
Agen'f!.s in , Chg.r.g~hJl:.t-th.~r_e_a:p_sl.JJ.§....$ not G:!Lsir.L~fl]i7,s 
§gu'ipment be considere~ ..... f,or ge:_ner;:l.. . .,ifSe3 b.J!:..t ... w,ould be . 
f va i 1 able .t:.R r. .. UMS.fJ.r_q.nJ_y,.,._i,_.l)_~p-~_q'J.g).__,.,.o?t.lflP.. o f%g_n_.fi...._?.i9~1f"fl'f.ifli~J!..fd..e 
cases. . 
'!&*~In' ......... - .... • • 

EXECUTIVES' CONFERENCE RECOJ!MENDATION: ..:~ 

I • . 

l 
(J(J :: 

~­

- ~~ .. 

. , 

Mr.,. 
l!r. 

·t 
0 
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.Office Memorandum · ~ 

UNI'I:ED STATES GOVERNMENT 

: Mr. .R • To Harbo . DATE: J!uly 24~19 !1. • 
----------~~ ' . . .. / / 

FROM : Mr. I. W. Conra . . ;/~¥ 

su·BJECT: ~adio Frequency Micropho e Telephone ~~"---
REFERENCE • ~ 

. Reference is made to the attached copy of a memorand~F~ _· 
issued by the Physical Security Equipment Agency under date of =~ ~-
July 9, 19.51, and addressed to th~ :Hili tary Departments request- 'ld•.::.-'"J'.. . .. r 1 

ing Military Departments to furnish to PSEA ·an estimate of a · · _.._ ~':' · ' 
total number of countermeasures needed in order to protect all 
military telephones against the RF microphone device. This cop 
was furnished to the Bureau through Liaison by Colonel Sommers o 
OSI. I have been advised by Supervisor Sanders of the Liaison ~~~~ 

·section that t~s material has been placed on the agenda for th 
IIC Working Committee discussion at the Wednesday, J~ly 25th 

, meeting. 

SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS 
b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

It is noted that the countermeasure proposed by PSEA is 
a· mercury switch reported to have been aeovii(!~~EHreuarch 
P:~oduct~ Qo55.:§P_;;ifi:Q.lL ... Ql:J)j].J> ... ili:,.:..~:~ nrie.:e -icut. You will recall 
tnat we previously had heard that[_ __ lof the Research 
Products Corporation was planning o pa ent such a mercury switch. 
TJ;le (ollowiri.&..co:rmn~n~s al!~ .. ,offered. as pLJ2ossil?_~e a.§_§iSt@,.Q.§._~o 

I 

1 
.'' 

Mr. Ladd at the IIC meetin~Y. . .. 
--------... ~-·--~ · Q,,. Referral/Consult 

t,J)-1. It is my understanding that the so':'cal·led radio 
. _/ u'.r frequency mic-tel has been made the subject of a 

,;J r ~:"/ Pres_idential Directive (signed August 23, 19.50) of 
-1'~q· ,:1 t;4~( which only one co~y i-faS made and tha:t c::=· cla.ssi:ie4 

/ r ecret, is-mal.ntained I -~~ _ J 
It ... i s noted that tn~e:---::c-=o=p=y::---=-ol:rr. --r~:::-:e::--::m::-::e~m::-::o~r:-::an=-:::r:::u=m:-' 

I ENJ/ 

s 
AttaC?~ent 
IWC:kB .. , 

y PJ?EA is classified only as 11 Confidenti al 11 

in spite of tne fact that it describes in some detail 
th . 

r /_· ... "' x:~ ( , 
AUG 21 1951 
13 



Memorandum to. Mr. Harbo 
Page 2 

2. Paragraph 5 of the SEA memorandum states that 
"Installa-&ion.on all military phones should be 
insisted upop, 11 and paragraph 6 states that if -the 
countermeasures are· to be installed "The classifica­
tion should be dropped to 'Restricted' so that all 
users can be notified. 11 Any such program would 
undoubtedly result in early publicity with consequent 
breach o,r security. For Mr. Ladd' s information, ·o.n a 
memorandum from Mr. Ladd to the Director dated November 
2, 1950, { 80-760-42) relative to placing FBI ·counter­
measure devices on some 50 or more vfuite House 
telephones, the Director noted "It is regrettable its 
use is to be so wide-sp~ead~ There is bound t9 be a 
leak now~" In addition, it. is noted that ih order to 
limit knowledge and use of this device to an absolute 
minimum, it was recently decided by the Bureau not to 
discuss the RF microphone qevic~ with ~he Field . 
gen~rally, a_nd not even with 3 or 4 selecte.d offices 
{Executive Conference memorandum dated Jun~ 28, 1951, 
file number-80-760-63). 

3. P~ragraph 6 of the PSEA memorandum in suggesting 
notification of all users states "There is no 
necessfty for a detailed explanation of why the .switch 
is inserted except as a security safeguard against wire 
tapping in general. 11 Incidentally-, it is difficult 
to'understand why PSEA set out the detailed explanation 
in the present memorandum if the agency feels that such 
a detailed explanation would not be required in future 
consideration, particularly since the objective of the 
present memorandum 'is stated ~o be -to ascertain the 
quantity of military phones. However, of a great deal 
more importance in connection with thi,s proposal to 
lB;bel the device as a securit-y; safeguard against wire 
tapping in general, is the very real danger that such 
description would create a ;f'a~se sense of security 
because of the implied protection against 11wire tapping 
in general." As a matter of actual fact, the device 
would offer no protection whatsoever against any form 
of tapping in the sense of tapping actual telephone 
conversations, but would protect against only. those 
conversations occurring while the telephone is 11hung 
up 11 and no normal telephone use • 

. E'D 



Memorandum. to 
Page 3 

4. 

6. 

I 

' J 

Mr. Harbo s¥RET. 
Further, ix is difficult to see how any explanation 
could avoid this sense of false security without 
making the specific distinction between microphone 
protection and telephone conversation protection, and 
it is consi_dered certain that if such distinction were. 
made in the instructions, a vast number· of people would 
automatically learn of this investigative technique 
who never heard of i~s before: This immediately raises 
the basic question as to whether, all things considered, 
more damage might result security-wise from such a · 
greatly increased knowledge, than from failure to 
place countermeasures on a large number of lower 
echelon telephones. 

The proposed mercury switch will not be a standard 
item or telephone equipment, nor will it resemble 
one since the telephone .qompany does not use any such 
device at any point in the usual telephone installation._ 
Accordingly, it is considered certain that a device of 
this type would excite curiosity and speculation on 
the part of telephone company repair men vrho encounter 
the device. It is further felt that such curiosity 
and speculation would lead to.gossip and rumor among the 
telephone company personnel with ultimate breakdown in 
security. 

Paragraph 8 of the PSEA memorandum states that 
"Concurrent with the determination of quantities 
required, this agency will thoroughly coordinate this 
matter with the responsible security divisions within 
each Department. 11 While the exact meaning of this 
paragraph is not clear, it certainly seems that the 
coordination 111tlith the responsible security divisions 
within each Department 11 should have preceded any general 
circularization of'the material in the attached memorandum. 
I realize the Bureau probably will not lvish to take this 
position officially, but the entire document seems to 
me to be an outstanding exarople.of Gust or someone. in 
PSEA 11 shooting off h~s mouth" without having given the 
problem full and careful consideration. 

Directive 

of 



Memorandum to Hr. Harbo 
Page 4 Referral/Consult 

the RF device for use within continental and territoral 
United States. So far as I know, we have received·no 
request from the Department of Defense for acquisition 
of this equipment. Paragraph 4 of the PSEA memorandum 
in referring td the mercury switch countermeasure states 
"Experimental models have been used by this agency for 
several weeks most successfully." This raises a 
question as to wheth~r the experimental use included 
actual test of' the effectiveness of the switch against 
the actual RF techniaue and if so what the source of 
"""'"" nT:'I ~ ...... .t -- •• ~... I I 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS (NON-SECURITY NATURE) 

1. While parag~aph·2B of the PSEA memorandum by the 
statement "Requires only access to the phone line" 
gives the impression that application of the RF device 
is relatively simple, as a. matter of fact there ape a 
number of practical l~mitatiohs which reduce the number 
of situations where the device may be applied. For 
example, where a phone is served by a switch board,, 
access to 'the line in question would have to be gained 
between the switch board and the subject's phone, and 
in many instances such switch boards are located on 
the same premises as those occupied by the subject. 
Thus access would be required to such premises to 
place the device in effect. There are other practical 
factors which likewise restrict applica~ion of the device. 

Accordingly, if considered 1~~~1~~~~~~' it is suggested 
that the respective military·Jagen&fes weigh_ the possible 
compromise of the RF ~icrophone technique security 
inherent in any large scale progra.m of countermeasures, 
as against the possible security hazard of intelligence 
le~s w~h might result from failure to 'place counter-

~SE ~~·r. . 
L ~ ,...._ -::~"'~ .... 

CiassU'ietl 
Ex<'mpt from GDS:~~~~~i.._ 
t-~.teo-fDe ·~on· 
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~:~~rfdum to Mr. Harbo SE~Et 

/ 

measures on various eche~on levels of military phones. 
Based on such consideration, the military services 
could then arrive at a decision as to what ~evels o~ 
military phones shoul~ be given additional counter­
measure protection. rt. is felt that such a progrrum 
would undoubtedly result in a substantial decrease 
~rom the 11 All military phones 11 contemplated in the 
PSEA proposal. 

2. As pointed out above the m~rcury switch is considered 
undesirable as a countermeasure because of its non­
standard nature. In addition to poim made above in 
this regard, it is considered pract1cally certain 
that the telephone company would stronglY. oppose such 
non-standard additions, and it is further felt that 
the mercury switch, being ordinarily made with glass 
bulbs or glass seals, would be re~atively fragile and 
subject to breakage from accidential dropping of the 
telephone hmdset. 

The Laporatory considers it certain that a leaf 
switch of the type normally used by the telephone 
company woutd be far better from the standpoint of 
reliability and failure to excite curiosity and 
comment among telephone personnel. Such a leaf type 
switch is the type of countermeasure used by the Bureau 
on the White House and Cabinet Officers 1 telephones; 
an additional contact is merely added to the existing 
11 hang up 11 switch in order to perform the disabling 
function, and this funct~on is automatic with the use 
of the telephone. Another possibility which is 
presently receiving.Bureau consideration as a counter­
measure is the use of a st,and.ard telephone hmd set 
containing a telephone company 11 push-to-talk11 button, 
with the 11 push-to-ta.lk11 switch so connected that the 
telephone is operative when the button is depressed 
hut disabled when the button is not depressed. 

Either of the two above systems uses a leaf spring 
switph of a type manufactured by the telephone company 
and already proven in telephone practice. The final 
choice, if a quantity were involved, would probably 
S~ET~ch type the telephone company · 

· · edbyU f'Et-
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Memorandum to :t-1r. Harbo 
Page 6 ~~ETc 

. ( 

coul~ manufac~ure mor~ readily and quickly. In either 
event, it is felt that it i-rould be essential that the 
telephone company furnish the modified telep~one 
instruments and install them (the PSEA1s proposal in 
.paragraph 5 also contemplates installation of the 
countermeasure by telephone company personnel). 

3. If, as 1-re have been informally advised, the mercury 
switch will be made the subject of a patent application, 
it is i'el t the patent should be placed in "Secrecy" 
status, which would, of course, P,ermit the owner to 
sue the Government later for damages. If the mercury 
switch were used by the Government, its use could ·be 
(although not necessarily so) considerably more 
expensive in this regard- than the standard leaf type 
switch furnished by the te·lephone company. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Accordingly, it is recommended that prior to initiating any 
wholesale installation of counte~easures of any type,· the re~nsible 
agencies, w~!_,~ me "J;le_E[".l_"O'r~.t.Qn::a.:§...,:ijgaX~~:A'" £O.§..S~51e .•. £.Q!UP~mis e 
or =the ~l!.Y.~ ~.t.igaJ5:'i~"l~e.clilil.que,, wllh...~yj~_Vf._tp.,...£~<LttQl:ns .... arua.ti.£._§.t ion 
oi' th~ col!_n.t;~.W.?...MJJ.+>.e j;_p _ _!{lejn.i.:Q;i.J~~ns~~~~t .. .,lli th communi cations 
S~CUr1t~. Secondly, i£ it is decided to applr anz counterme~sure on 
a wider scale than heretofore,. J.:Li.s._mo.Jt.L~...t:r9.Jtg1X-Y..r.sed .W:.~ a 
countermeasure of a standard telephone type be ado2ted, rather than 
tne'ln:m-st-andard-mercury· ·switch. ·.... · - - __ , · '"'~~-..--- · 

In this connection, attention is invited to paragraph 9 of 
the PSEA memorandum wherein it is noted that the Department of State 
·is_ reported to be procuring 1,000 of the hand-built switches, 
presumably mercury. Accordingly, it is further suggested that the 
general matter of applying countermeasures might well be considered 
by a top level policy group as an-overall problem in order to prevent 
other Departments from setting up individua~ programs. 

SE~ET // 
I recommend the above be taken up at the next 
meeting of the IIO Working Committee. 

DUL 
-· ~ 
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DhTR: .August 11, 1951 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C tol.eo._ 1.144 __ 

by Goyne on August 8, 1951, 
with at which time it was qgreed 
that ol !will be drawn up 

;in the Department; will be called in and asked to 
acknowledge such official noti.fication and the letter will be 
retained in the Department. It is contem~lated that the 
.Attorney General will sign the letter tol I and it will 
also possibly be signed by the head ~f CI • These two men are 
designated in the Presidential Dire ti "to classify, control 
the use of, 11 etc., o.f this device. as advised that he 
will sub 't the rooosed noti.ficati and to the BUreau 
for as to any contact with It is also 

~~J:u . 'eJ 
2 

... :i RECORDED?03 ·. / :fr!.:J60/ ~~ , .) b( 
Exm ~ '- £XED 3 r ' .•· r•, /-7 \/{) t-' 

-..tz of Declassm~on • n.!f$ .. ~u · · - )1;/7 V { 
' ·~·· ~.1< ~ · ~ • f){ -6? ;· •r 

.ESS:hke 

... . . 
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ET.· 

I I 

b6 
b7C 

contemplated ~hat will be. advised ihat, if· he destres 
to obtain any patents in connection with counter de_vices, 
arrarygements will he made· to place the pa1ent ~pplications ~n. a 
Sec1•et status at the Patent Office. · 

RECOiJJJENDAT ION: 

The foregoing is .for your 'information~ 

' . 

.. 

2 .:. 
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Office Mem&. andum . UNITED s1._r,Es GovERNMENT 

TO 

FROM 

, MR. D. M. L~ ~· DATE: August 21, 1951 

: L. L. LAUGH N ~ 

~~-::: :rCES ~ 
TELP~-.!_ ~ 

~ . . , 
•4 .RECOMMENDATION: ·;.. ~ · 

b 7E 

. --. . ~'-

• .. -c. ,, .-:.~------, 

It is •recommended that we com~y .With I 
II request and .. that '11119 Laboratory be~nst.,!':}ld.J..t .... e .... a ........... t=o-...J 
~he necessary installation as soon as BOssible • 

..._, '~ ....... ~"• 

A 
If you approve, . .M:r~ Roach wilA' inforiiJ.:: Captain 

dley that 'the· installation. will be maae. . . p ., .. 
JJ»~f6~ : . .,· . . 

RRR:mfs 't/ ~ 

56 SEP 51951 
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,· Office Memorandum ·o uNITED sTATEs GovER~MENT 
1'!fo . . 

TO : 

'~~· 
-~ SUBJECT: 

~ . 

--

DATE: AUgust 22, 1951 Dir~ctor, FBI ~~~ 
.SAC, Albany ~- · ~ 

C9NF'N'LIAL -- JUNE · 
~CROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 2849 -
Rebulet 7/25/51.. 

'This is to advise that the above installation has been 
removed. 

VMS:VA 
100-1262 Sub 2(P&C) 



. DIHECTOR, FBI 

_) 
PHY~IC.L.L !~CPlUTY E~~UIP~4c;.:.JT --.AGt·;~·JCY, 
I i ·;"Oft .NJ'ION CutW~~R:Urm 

9/20/Sl 

Hl~NNRICH 

b6 
b7C 

qL /.it( 2 ~otl !{! j I(' r!.:_~~,( I ;P_?_J(.t ~---· -
~ir-'ROOERT . Tf:-!<URTZiMN . of--the. i+-F: hg: hoon .funnilhed -the 

following in~ormation i~ confidence by I _ _ _of the 
Re.senrch Products Comnany, Danbury, Connec icu : 

------,I I advised it is his unueratanding thatO 

: 

lof tbe captioned agency has incurred the enmity of several 
blgb off' cj :lls in the National Defense Organization. According to 

_ _ the agency lias disseminated some information lvhioh '\-las 
co:e1tre rea a a ~ecret, and l·IB.s il). connection Hi th a s~..ri tch invented 
by ! ! \·Thich ~·JOuld preclude the use by re\·rir1ng of a tele-
ph~ne hand set ~a a microphone. · 

. . 



'!Oloo~ 

~~­
Clta,__ 

Cl&•ln_ 

t~1Cb0la_ 

IW$«\­
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001147_ 

JJR. LA DD 
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Septenber 21, l95l 
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· Qffice Memora dum 
tl? T~ : MR. A, H • ..,..,i~· '{_~ 

e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: October 18_, 1951 

~~ b6 Per the FBI FROM MR. a. 
SUBJECT: . RAJJIO FREQUEN 

~ b7C 
.:l.!!1!§. 

-r.u.n __ _ 
...... _ 
Clt~ 

0 ' /.. . ,. L I r I ,M' /·;fl.:/ :be v ,• L." t;' ;~:~·I< -
.------------.1 called from the Department on October= 

1'1, 1951, to request name checks on James Harrison Bowen, . :·•"""·'-l:oor __ 
patent attorney, 815 15th Street, 11. W'.J and T. Bateman -Ennis, ,e1 •• 11 ..... _ 

usually known as "Steve," attorneyJ Shoreham BuildingJ ,....,_ 
~ashingtonJ D. a. He stated he was sending through a 
memorandum officially requesting these name checks, but asked 
that we initiate the checks immediately so information can 
be ?btained as soon as possible. 

I determined during the conversati'on with! I 
although he is not offi, c ially advising the Bu~eau of this eaqt, 
that the reason .for these name checks is that ~...I ______ ....... .J 
who originally I I the Radio Frequency Device 
for conver.ting telephones into microphones by means of a Referral/Consult 
~ignal and who is now negotiating·for a patent for.a mercury 
switch to render ineffective the use of such a RF DeviceJ has 
indicated he plans on retaining these two attorneys to obtain 
advice as to the rights in connection wiih certain overtures 
by the Government to limit t~e patents which Schmit has been 
seekingo 

We are handling the name checks in the Espiona~nit 
and, upon receipt of the memorandum from the DepartmentJL__j I I will be informed of the results of our file check. 

qEH:LL 

RECORDED • 21 - --
PO - '! 6 tJ - tj {) --Nqi!J lJ,l&m, 

A 



·O+hce Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 
jjV . ~ 

~TO ' Mr. R. T. Harboh DATE, October 23, 1951 

FROM 

:::r~ 
.. J 

SUBJECT: 

':01...,_ 
LtM __ _ 

Cl•a_ 

. . I 
It is recommended( tha. t the follovling: serials present~ 

filed in Bureau fil~ 66-5815 be removed from the regular Bure~ : 
file and transmitted to Special Agent Lrunphere where they should . 

... 

be maintained permanently in his Qffice, Room 1736. X :: 
The :fqllowing serials should be removed: ~-~~ 

,, 

l 
{ 

I 
l 

~~ 
~~ 

! ~ 
j, 

688 

689 

689 

711, 

808 

809 

822 

823 

824 .. 

Executive Conference Memorandum for the Directo~ 
dated October 8, 1945, Re: Microphones. ' . 
A memorandum from Spe ciaJ Agent ·J. J. Hill to 
R. F. Pfafman dated September 6, 1945, Re: Radio 
Frequency Microphone, Possible Use on Telephone. 
A memorandum from R. F. Pfafman to E. P. Coffey 
dated September 11, 1945, Re: Suggestions by 
Special Agent J. J. Hill; . 
A memorandum from D. J. Parsons to E. P. Coffey 
dated September 13, 1945, Re: Research, Sound 
Devices, Telephone Microphone Unit. 
A memorandum from I. w. Conrad to R. T. Harbo dated 
April 24, 1947, Re: Development Project RF Microphone. 
A teletype to the Director from the SAC at Los 
Angeles dated September 5, 1950. 
A teletype to the SAC at Los Angeles dated September 
1, l950 requesting purchases. .. 
A teletype "dated September 1, 1950 to the .SAC at 
Los Angeles requesting purchases. 
Memorandum from V. P. Keay to Hr. A. H. Belmont 
dated May 24, 1951, Re: Nicrophone-Telephone Units. 
A memorandum from I. 1'1. Conrad to R. T. Harbo dated 
Hay 5, 1951, Re .: Microphone-Telephone Matter. 
A memorandum from the Executives Conference to the 
Director 4ated May 8, 1951, Re: Microphone-Telephone 
Units. 



Page 2 - 11emorandum to Mr. :Harbo 

2482 Teletype to the SAC ~endin~ 
the purchase of material. This teletype is 
dated August 24, 1950. 

2488 A teletype·from the SAC at Los Angeles to 
the Director dated September 14, 1950 ad­
vi.sing that a number of chokes Here being 
forwarded by Air Express. 

(No SerialA teletype !rom the SAC at Los Angeles to 
Number) the Director dated September 21, 1950 ad­

vising that a number of chokes were being 
forwarded by Air ,Express. _;a 

RECOMMENDA'riON: /~).~' 
It is re"commended that the serials be removed from the 

files mentioned herein and transferred to the office. of ~w. 
Lamphere for permanen~ filing in his office, Room 1736.

0 
~) 

(~ RF 1f(;..__f.Ji.f / 

~~e-1-/, · 
th b'-;l .A ,, 

.. 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: January '29, 1952 

FROM ' I. ~ Conrad "S~ 
J s4BJRCT~J:O FEE~ , Y 
i/ O MlQ:RQPJ.i~ !"ffi.kEPHONE z:, c E-

, l vt,. ~J.J!;,'( ~ )P/'f'~ ~~!!.~1''1_ 1.-J, .. 1 .f.~.~ .. __ 
~~J' Reference is :i:nade to a Radio Section project entitled 
;r "Telephone Surveillance, R. F. Nethod A considerable amount 

of research work was performed s project with very good 
··success, resulting in a number o .·F. Mic-Tel units being 

built and actually used on'Bur u cases~-··~-~~- .. 

rt is now felt that the research work on the amplitude 
modulation aspect of this project has reached the point of 
perfection where it can be discontinued and it is suggested that 
further work on other phases of this project, namely, Frequency 

~ Modulation, be handled by separate assignment at such time as our 
m~m power and ·work load conditions permit. 

ACTION: 

'tol...._ 
1.&0<2 __ 

Clttc.!..-.­

Cli.fln_ 

i'tCMb_ 

~~--,..,1 __ ---Btlmont_ 

llobr_-_ 

Ttlo. ~-­
N .... __ 

any 

No further action to be taken on this project at this time and 
the initial ·phase is considered closed, 

BJM:vrh y 
J1..,J]•)cr1 J 
80-760 

r,. 

' 

,. ~ 
' t ::, • .:.:..:. !;JtJ; 
'j . < 

""' 

- -------------------------------------------------------

7/ 

'· 



I! 

Mr. Jiarbo 

~ ..... I ------....,~ dba 

I. W'. Oonrad JUNE -
Be8earcn ProaUCt8 Tncorporated1 

0 Plasldngton, ]). a •. 
?l b f If /1 .t", ,.; / c;, /..JJ .r/: e II/ d 9 7-JtZ i/1 e' e 

Reference is made to· Wqshtngton Field Office 
letter dated October #, 2951, relative to the above-entttled 
matter. Reference ts also made to Mr. Belmont's routtng 
sl~p note requesttng a memorandum analya~ng the letter and 
tnqutring d.§ to the effect on Bureau RF equipment. ReJerence 
t B made Jur·t;her to E:reoutt ves Oonference memorandum of May 8, 
~951, relattve to statements made byl I to the effect 

b6 
b7C 

that I I had n:rt; been advised formally of .th~fted 
natur.a of tho RF mta--Gel, and to the effect that planned 
to patent a counter-device against the RF equtpmen • 

From the analysis standpotnt1 it appears that the 
action rep?rted in ifashtngton, J'teld Offtce letter of October 1;. 
as harzijg been taken by the iJepartment to formally advtse I . o.f ·the '"top secret" class ificatton o· the e uipment1 
and the j'ur:bher acti cin taken toward pla cing patent 
applicatton tn a 11secrecy 11 stat~a on-e the en resu of the 
p'DQposal in E~ecutt·vea eonference memorandum of Jlay 8, .1951~ ~ 
rvo.om:r.tending that such actton be carrted out through the 
Nattonal Securtty Resources hoard. , 

rttth reference to llr. Delmont's tnqufry as to the 
effect of the reported action on the Laboratory RF equipment, 
it is noted that the patent application ts understood to 
deal only with ~ mercury switch counter-device {a m.ercury 
swttch which will dtsable the telephone microphone when the 
telephone is uhung up 11 but which will render the microphone 
ope ratiu(• zohen 'the telephone handset fs held tn a uerttcai 
position). . 

..-----~ 

j 

~J 
,~1 

~ 
Mr. Tolson--·· As pointed out in m.y memorandum of July 2h, 1951, \[\ 
Mr. Lndd re ati ve to efforts of the Physical ?eourtty Equipment Aqency J 
Mr.NichoiS--'66: l'ave this mercury swttch placed on all military phones,~ i 
Mr .. BelmonL.fm,ure are a number of objections. to the use of ·the mercury r1 1 
Mr. Cleg~-BiD 'tch as compared to the' advantages of using a standard ·~· 
Mr. Glavm~ ephone company sr.o~tch modified to aoqom.pl ish the Bame result. 
Mr. 1-farbo---:lim ng such objections is 'the certainty that the 1'elephone fJompany · ·; 
Mr. P.·1r.:m-- i · ~ ' 
Mr. T.~)cy ... __ fool 

Mr. L_~u~hlin_ ·. 

Mr .. Mohr.~;:Y: jo 
Tele. Room_, 

' Mr .. Nease ___ . 
Miss Gandy __ 



would strongly ob ect tci any sue "foreign" attachment tio their· 
equipment. 1loreover, ·tt is doubtful whether· the appl tea ti on 
of a well~known type of mer.cury switch to acpomplish this 
.function con~t it.utes paten tab! e ·material. ·However, so long 
as. the· appli'cation ts carried· in a "secrecy 11 status~. tt ~s felt 
th'!'t i~ wtll have a negligible e!fect on the sec~rity: of the 
Bureau. s e.quipment. 

ACTION 
' . 

None. The above information ts furnished for the 
attention of the Domestic Intelligeric~ Division. 



I • 

copy;bw 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

lr-s_A_c,_WF_o ___ __,l dba, SEoj.{i:r. 
~R~e-s_e_a_r_c~h~P~r-o~a~u-c~t-s~lncorporated, 

W~shington, D. c. 

October 4, 19.51 

c~ 
JUNE 

() Attention Mr. C. E., l1ennrich 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

tLLil . .... /)/ I '~ r : ' ~ , ·' -, / {' ~ ., ' .r ~ 
· Special Agent ROBERT H. KURTZMAN, of this office, has 

oeen in frequent contact with·the above named individual, whom he 
has personally knoHn since the Supnner of 1943. Agent KURTZHAN 
~as present when certain radio frequency equipment was demonstra­
~ed to the FBI Laboratory, 'and in fact, was present when instant 
~quiPment was first thought of, and the experiment vias conducted 
at Agent KURTZMAN 1 s residence in Washi~gton, D. C. 

~--------~A~en~ KURTZMAN has 
as'-contacted b 

RHK:mss 
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b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

Referral/Consult 

As has been previously mentioned to Mr. I. \>1. CONRAD oh[ 
Bureau and Mr. C. E. HENNRICH, as well as Mr. ROBERT PFAFF1'1AN, 

I. I has also i~vented a simple counter-device to this system, w ich. 
can ·be tested daily by~any person, whether or not they have a technical 
background, and does not require the use of any instruments~or dis~. 
man~ling of the item for which the RF device is attached. Vn the occa­
sio~ of the September 21 meeting, the persons present indicated that 
they would classi£y this TOP SECRET, and that it was, in fact, TOP 
SEC~ET. I ~stated he immediately pointed out to the indivi-
duals in question, t at should such action be taken, it would necessi­
tate placing the item to which the counter-active device is attached, 
into a safe or a locked cabinet. He then exhibited the device, and 
pointed out to them .exactly what it was, at which time, they agreed 
that it had not been classifie'd as .TOP SECRET. 

On Se tember 2, 1951,1 lwas again called to the o£-
£fce o£ ~he in the Justice Department, on which occasion 
there was a so presen a man from the Patent Office, Legal Division. 
The problem was discussed withl lwith regard to his patent ap-
plication, with the idea in mind that the patent Hould be processed 
through the Secret SecP1on of the Patent Of~~ce. and used primarily by 
de£ense agencies during the emergency. _ __ l stated that he was 
very agreeable to this situation, at tvh ch me, tlie man from the 
Patent Office ~ctated a letter to t~t ·~:ct •. It was ~reed that 
this letter would then be transmitted tol _ I who would place 
the text of the letter on his own letterhea , and have it delivered to 
the.Secreta~y o£ De£ense. 

On September 29, 1951,1 ~eceived the mentioned let-
ter-,; ·Which was entirely dif£erent in text from that diftated by the 
Patent 0£fice man, and in ef£ect said that_ _was turning over 
to the De£ense Department the item in question, for such use as they . 
might see £it, mentioning nothing as to any purchase, research grant, 
or other i terns o£ remunera.tion. 

he services· of Attorney P. ~AT.EMAN 

J 
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TOliOD-

~ 
N1eh0b_ 

e.tl.Doat_ 

Cl.ou___ 

Ol&Yl.____ 
llart>o __ 

lloo""--. 
Troo7_ ..,.,._ 
Tole. Ra._ -·-Oo!>l7_ 

~-

............. --

SAO, flaah~ngton Fteld (66-874) 

:ptrector, FBI 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

February ~a~ l953 

T:HJVICAL ::lLlPJJENT · . I -- 1- INFORlfANT . 
~ 1.£ t K! c S o /11 lt::f, b 1 S' t- e ..V ul f 

'ffflJoNAL A'!!fEN'J.'ION 
STRICTLY~ 

De V.~c~ 

3· 

Reurlet February 38, l9SB~ 1'flgard1n!J.. ~nformati.on 
turn 1ehed by I _ It~ ~p~p}al Agent Bobe1!1J H • 
Kurt :man of the Wash tng:ton F~eld Of/top·. 

rnvea ,ga on 
re.vea e. w a appear <f'~.<?.~flave l?~L!n ptorta.~a a~"b· up ~by· 
using ·:J,eJ.Der ptpelil outairJe tht~ area· w.h6re :t;he oonflf!-9'rfJ.."frt ons 
occurre_d. On the- basta o! 'f;!Je 'SntorM'f;1on· tumJ·~a1uid· _'St 
hcz!fl no-p been ppss'tble ·lor: -~h.~a Bureau to '1den't1fy .the· 
!ew Jersey dtattlling plan~ /ire. 

. ;rou are ~natruoteq to lJ,af.?e i . 
retn"/iqmttewecl and ~derrti-/y~_ng ·d~~cil~ obtained. W,f.'th r.eg_arcl 
to tt~e Neto J'eraetJ tt.re tn order· tlu.i:fr app'froprtate ·-tnqu tries 
~ay be made o!l 1 

"•'y 

".Y:; CY"' 

I .. ... ~~; 
.P~ •f· 

LW:ewftl COMM-FBJ 

FEB 2 8 1952 
MAILE:D 20 11/ 
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Office Merr~l?.' uirtdum o UNITED 
b7D 

GOVERNMENT 

I t;J?TO DIRF.CTOR, "FBI(8'o- 76o) DATE: Feb~uary 26, 1952 

JUNE 

I • 

FROM/ /s 

~~ 
SAC, tVFO (66-874) • ~ 
TECHNICAL ~lHPMENT ~ 

\ . 
..... 

"'t 

[_ . 1- INF9RHANT 

Special Agent ROBF.RT H •. KURTZl.-'P"'-....w.r......~o~.~.loliii....l~~~~~::::=.. 
0~ ~ce has been in fre uent contact with 

ent KUR'l'ZHAN that 

L-------..------.-----.----l United states State Depar n 
security Off· ce ~rho in turn a e expected to ask the FBI 

.··v 
::J(J/ 

/jj SJ" RHK: LEH 
?' ?' . 
? 

73 
~/(U# 
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_Office Memorandum • uNITED sT4TEs GovERNMENT 
-~-11 . 
' 

:DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: Marah 5, 1952 

~R..OM :SAC, 'IIllO {66-874) 

. /( SU~JBCT: ::::NICA~ i:Oifl'P'w:N'j . . . I_=- __ _ INFORMANT JUliE 
( ,. . . . 
"" i .. f .' 1/. Sf.,/'/ 1 C J., t.\l y:/· "llj J>e../1/C e., 

Rebulet February 28 •. 1952. Information has. been re-
ceived thatl ~is ill at his residence in 

I and' is not expeated to return 
to Washington until the week of March 9; 1952, at wh.ich 
time he will be interuiewedo 

RHK: VIlf 

RECORDED - 153 

INDEXED - 153 



WFO 100-0 

j
i Laboratory to conduct an examination of'this plaster. ~ 
. I 
~--~======~--------------------~ 

1 lhas also recently been consulted at the 

!
, State Department Security Offi9e by high offic~i~al~s~~~~~ 
. Intelligence for.the United 
i been able to determine it 
• officials have uncovered .a 
j 
j L;o='-n:-:e:--:o:-:.f2"""'Jt::;:h::-:e:--:am:-:::-:a~z7i-:-:n~g:---L:t;:-h7i:-:-n-:-g-:-s -a-:;b;:-o:-u":""jt:--:i:t:;:-:;'~s~p-:-a':":"rl:'T""c:::-:u":""'""::a~r::--::s~J.=u~a:c":!P"'"o~n==--"'J. .... s,...-...J 
· that the transmitter comes on at 8:00 in the morning and is 

tUrned off at about 8:00 at night. It is known that the State 
De artment Securit Officers have taken several of 

According t.o 
to .refer their information to e~a~chr-o~t~h-e-r-.-r~~~~~ 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

t ~~'-Ae_n_n_Ad __ t_h_gt __ t_he_' ____________________ ~ __________ __...Jr 



J 

,· 

:I 

WFO 100-0 

Investigation reveals what 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

o ave een mortars set up by u~ing sewer pipes outside 
area where the conflagrations occurred. 

~I ~~~--~~~--~~~~~----~IMr. Mcinterney 1s Office of the Department of Justice. 

The Bureau will be kept advised O\ anv ather dTvelop­
ments which are furnished Agent·KURTZMAN byl 

L...------....1 

Addendum: 

~~·L-----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1 ~~~ b does not have the tech"!-cal knowlecjg~ ~o. J;)ll;ty de-
~~~~~ scribe this apparatus but.has some knowled e of ~ts use and l~~tations. 
t; ' \J rrhe information was eceived b 

- 3 -
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THE JJIRECTOR 

lf.ll• D; J[;. illD . 'S~RET.. 
o" AiEHTRiJnzc Peo.TECTIVE :!1oaATIO~ 

11J1JJIE" -

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

~ . OF AlfERIC:A··· ET AL 
f-/ .) JIISCELLAliEqUS .;.; IIIFORJIATION CONCERi.l I1.VG 

/( P~OSE 
(ESPIONAGE) 

\ 

., To info:rm you .that the Bure}.t.u had not prevtousl·y 
r~que.·s.ted. i..nforma1;:f,on regaraing the identities of pri.vate 
i~di~tduals and firms who had been mad~ ~ogntaant of the Prestden~'o 

.Dttre<ifrive because- -the queati.on had. neilej•: ·9tr!~51_~ b£!/pre "and t;ha"* 
w~: are n'ow as'k'tng .the Departments tnvoliJet! tn -this mati=tiir' fegtiraing 
su.,ch~' 

I 

that the ao~'ipn approved. by you in };he 
the Director 3/4/52 ha·s been takeT.Referral/Consul t 

" To tnjorm you 
m~morandum from Ladd to . 

~~-~.Jt 
1 
'\ 
..... ) 

\\ 

" ~ 
) 1 
'-· 

"'-~~ 



.. 
' 

sEfmET. . ·. 
unt~l the jnatant oaae the Bu~~ad riot been presented wit~ 

, facts "tndicattng manujacturq at· suoh 4ev:&ce8 by f!r questionable 
'.organ~satton.. . 

. on 3/6/5~ lot the D~partme~~ 
~as o.rally requested !or 1ntcrmatton ·regarding inatv}du.als and 
ff,:rms hautng knowledge .of tluJ order o t o · hom .Govprnmenj; 
agencies are acqut~tng such dett'ices. filg on ·thts 

b6 
b7C 

matter. was reviewed and there WG$. no suo n ormatt~on oont~tnea 
· the.re tn with the e~ of a reference to Konnet h7!'~dt . 

¥ : a_ nci h ts oompany. was the ortg1nal <101m;un·~ t mcmutaa'tu.re r 
,' Jll4:9 was made C<>Qnlzan o the secrecy ()_rder aocorcHng to the 

Bureau's Iiles. 
~ 

Accoriltngly~ the Gouemment o/!'ircers spec tttcally 
'• named ~n the Pre·fj·~?ent~al D$recttue~ i-.e.,. the secretary oJ 
. Defense, the Becr,e'tary of the .Treasury1 the JJtrector of t.he 
, ·(J(Jntral In tell 'tgel)g9,~ ;A.gency, a.re befng ~equest;f/d by letrt;er t;o 
·.turn ish such ~ntormcttf..lin and thq Attorney General es b.e tng d.clutsea 

oJ'thts a~tton. · 

,iJ.ss'l$,tant DtreciJor Belmont1 ·pursuant- to your approval 
· tn the atore.-menttoned memor,pnaum., ha;s· infor'lllf!d SAC Bchq'lcf-t; of 
New rork on 3/6/52 ot the d~yjoes and the a~crecy whtch has been 
(1//ordea them ~n order. th.at·~n.~ TJUtY have a· prope~·unde'ftst:ana'ln.g 
of the tm.pl teat 'tons of the fnuesttgai;.~o~-•. · Jfr• Scheidt wa,s told 

. that i,.f neces_ljaf9y in the course of the t_p.peirtigat'lon he oould. 
tntorm one h tghly e;cperter)ced Agent i.ri,. ~o.hp.:-r.ge of the :lnvf/attgation 
but that the· 't.!.J:J:or-m;.~tton should gq ng,;:!~rther. ~ Referral/Consult 

,. 

qr~m'tnal rec;~~ otll hav.e been me~¢ 
~:t.=-~~----....L.L..u...a£.L.U.L¥'e of the, At~~rgy OOTllllt,tss ton~.' 

of the .Di!Jiattmen'f;. on 3/tJ/82 t'P 
that s~nce he an~-not ~h¢ Bureau te 

~~,_~o~rma-. ~ttan ·regar~tng the qd~inistr~tton oj 
~~~~~~~~~ any·pa~ent· s~cre~y orders ~ha~ ~e 

t.~U .the latter's t>beervanae 
--------,_j st.atecl that wh tle he WrlB 

he·'wa8 oJ the o~:&n'lcm 

-. 



Referral/Consult 

ACPIOJ! 

T1; ts recommended +hn:f: a:&ranapmqn+s ba- madp +b rnnuab 

Lettet-.tJ are betng Stln-Q. l;!eparate:(' :f:o :f:ha .ctqana+amt 

I :::::.::·:: .. ::a· :n:::: ·:::e :Iff!:!!:~~:;* ~~~;e{~~u*he r 
~F)itE'D. 
•. 



s ET. 
•. 

!~rn~ah info~a~ton regardtng t4q iaent~t~es of prtvate 
1~djviduals ana !~rma who have b8eij ma~e cogni~ant 0/ the· 
~ccreQy order and the Prea~dent 'a D~rsc.t;'&ve a~d a~ao re,gc.rdtng 
1i4fJ i4en"f;i1itett t,>/ in~tp~duals or f'l.'t'ma through wh1.ch their · 

·Agenctea are acqutrtng·u1tr4sontc.·l~stenjng devic~s tor 
'dom~stto .or toretgnl u~q~ The Attorney G~ne~al ts be~ng 

t,n.to rmed' .of th. i!J by .Ze"biie-r. · · 

• . '• 

~ .. -

,r ~., 

~ 4 .. 

t. 

> • 
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· Office Memorandum o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO :THE DZlZECTOR 

w~ 
DATE: }Jarch 4, ~952 :~ 

Tolao • 

JUNE. ·."f . .? L&C4 

I _ ... A·< I 
~.[./ PROM • ]) • • r •'])]) • • • ..I.JiJ. r;_,, 

SUBJBCT':tJLTRASQil TC r IS.!J!EIFB·H:J JJEv-EeR'J;I,BF:l--- J/.~~:2~2/ 
• Ros.n~ • 

PURPOSE: 
. ·~ 

., + i r> .,., r> f' llollr To inform you that Alertronic Protective Cor_por~~•l•· o 

ll America, a j'i rm ma.nufac turing burglar and fire alarms, New York . 
.. Dvty, t,s alleged to be manu.facturing ultrasonic 1 i .§ii.f:.n i.JJ..g_4_e_v iQ~t.r.sl _ 'I. 
which are the subjeat ·D.J." a .tap secret :EI§side.JJ~a:tJJJ.e, · - -J 
8-23-SO. ~officers of A?eftl:O.n-ia_h-GlJ..~..Cd....~mun..i.st ~ 
a:ss oc iat.j, Q.'TJ9. ~ l Wash ing·ton re pre sen ta tive of · 

~~,-· ll AtJ.e rtron ic ;;;ho ins"t_g,lla. .:t.lle. .al.a.rPJs in gove r.Jlment ag.§J!Q . ."i..§.§.. .. ingJ..Y.c!JJ19 
Atomic En~~1'JJJL. Co.!!!!f!:~~§.iE.!L-.ll !.B,I ~1#~ Lw_i.:filL.r..ol>h.e.r.y-c.onv..i.c.t:i..on, 

I E.ennsylvart:J-9:, . ~g§j. '· 

1 )J Alertronic, its Washington subsidiary Tocsin. Electronic I Eng:nee ring CO;fl.pany and key personnel are both ~nder Bureau' kDJl.P_f$;ti-
f , gat~on. · ~ ... : -~ · 
i . ' . . ~ ' : r::::~::d criminal record of Bumney be furnififtced tp ·. I l.~.:t.J~J"e !?.._(j,E.art.z.n..f!.Tl~. -ana 73o :A"!t.c; _tfia t .becaus~. · · 

a:z:z pe1 tm rc:: · ~·egar.d. ing persqns under sec·recy order q,re ~n < 
possession of Depar·tment that f1hearty interrogate S~mney as to ·.·' 
ob?e rvance of o rde·r. .1'-o _ _r.e~c.o.mmend __ t._lJ;a .t.~ff.AC.,_llt;JR.. _.r.r;u:Jr.,_b.e--inl.o .. r.med - ' 
Q.f. · s i gnjJ:ic..an c e ~of. ul.t.r..a s.o.n.i.c.. Li..sJ;en. in g _a, e.v.i.c.e.i... .. in._oJJ. r.:r-e.n.t.-i.ll .. p.e.s:t; i -: · 
~e....rt. r...o.n...i c.-E.r.o:t.e..c..t.:t.u.e . .IJ.o.r.p.o..r;a.:t..:£_an __ of.JlJA'L.r: i c_a __ gpd itS·· key 
pe rs onn,e_l. . ' · · 

l 
, !0 \ 
':' ... 

'· 
1 

' ' 
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i 
; 

.J...rli"l'"!f....Lil.'he full nai.~e 
~~r~....:oratid_(L..Qf._America New Yor~ C · . 

.,b6 
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}) 

~ppears in the Bureau s records ~£t 
security .ta.1-_g;;.~je · · wJ:z,~~- . 
about a are zm kn ouw. ~J:.QII. 7-C 

ltXPc~f.Li:JJ-El.e.c.:b:.on.i.cJn_g.i.n.e.er..iJJ.{L.QQlltP.alUJ __ .9! 1/,~§]J.J..Ml:P.on~ 

I J 
D. C:.·, 7.JJ.iJ.4Q}j_~.n s..M.J..Ls-Al..e.:c.:tx.o.n.ic--alGrP..m.s,~he,.s-r..e.c.o.:r.d_~.f-.<1..omm'?m .. ~?.. t . 
associ_gj;_j,_s)Jl. including signing CP nominating pe·bition 1939-19'::.-Q 1-n 
New York City. 

J I Tocsin Electronic Eo· ·ng, 

ll Co,mpany, mts oeen taenttj 1-ed by Wash_1-ngton Field as FBI # 
with a robbery conv'ici;ion, Pennsylvania, 1934. Alertronic manu actures 
burglar and ,fire alarms for gover.Qencies and industrial concerns, 
both domes~bic and international. hg.s inst.alZed.._b_ur.JJl.C!J'....:...s!:..la.r_ms 

IJIJ 

in b. otA . .A:Q.Q!!J.)c g_TJ.§.F.fl.Y ..... .9_qTJEg.,i§.§J..<;J1, ... J).JJ.;£. ;in.gs,' Washington~ D• C. Ac-
cording to '{;he Washington area security oj',{io C, no personn~l 

· sec.uri·ty gu~_$_"fii..9..!1Jl.QiJ:iL_l!JQ..?.. .• €.7L~..l'-Q1Xt..aj.ned f.rom a · UiJ.:.Y 
wpa ts ~_ve,r Jw,.rJ __ v;.,~.:c ..... b..e..§.r;,_gj;r.§£.~..2.,~'§L_ ..... ...,._._..~r......a------' 

. Bo·!;h Alertronic and. its Washington subsidiary Tocsin 
Efectronic Engineering Company ~re under investigation by the Bureau 
·t;oge·!;her wi'f;h their key personnel because of the espionage and sabotage 
potentia~ of ~ company which installs burglar and fire alarms in 
sensitive government agencies when ~fficials and key employees have 
records of Communist- ~sjociations or· criminal recotfis i»vo,lvJcng \~_r_a:__. ~ 
turpitude. ~ ' . • • ~ ~ ~ 

OBSERVATIONS:. ~ ~ . ' • H. 
It should be noted ·that ·ment is .st.J.J.~e 

~..Qn ..w.i;ilt .. .[),_u;i.ew...._t{_Q...,..§_e.~~t.rw, • .J!llll!-... 'tJJ~ij,QJ} ___ f?)J,g ... lflr:i_OL.....o.Jm.lsJ,_bJL'tJJ.ifJfn 
~.:ftJ.o.9..Jt o ·t r~ q zy{§. ted_._};h.e .... JJ .. ~ rfJ..aY •.. :Q..Q __ q,g.rlrJ..L§g"t I!J.!I./!, .. ,S..~~}Jlf!:. t! ~E .. 9./Ly_~.:.J • 

I loriainal source af~information has bppn idonHPiaJ 

)~1 
Phe, .. J)JJ.fJ!J.J:t.me..n:t_ _cjj_g __ lJ.2t.Jn.f.£/:,Tf! ~he,., ... ~..Y. .JU:Ql~.Q;~l.Y.~.Q.4.Jl-r-,........--___.l . 

report and the ._Bureau ha..s ~o.:f;.._/:)e.en in,tormed r~garding. t;ae idezddti:es 
o.f pri zwte_tndj vidual s and .f.;£r.m:2..,.,..1QlJ..O-..GlJ.lJ.e~~..l!...JMJJJ..e_c..o~anJ;.-1)L:f;he 
l!J.fllU:...r;_a_y_g..r..d.~r.. •.. _an.d..:_tAe P:r:e s ~d.en.::l;_!.s.Jl:i,.r.ec.:f;jJJ e • .The. B u r..e au has n o t; be en 

Jl 
i~.torme..d_.ky_ };_h_g JJ..§ .. J23}p·t~r:.L.'C!}.JlJ!:!:sl:JJJJJ--:!ih~!!Jl.ti:tif!L21.._~!1Jl}B.f~!:.Lg r 
f 7. rm S '/:.h.:;!QU.{JlLwiJ.:i.c..h -the. ,g.o.u.e:r,nm.en.t-.age,nc.ie.s....c.o.n C.e...z=nfid...a.JZ.e:_a.cj].J.t,:i.r..i.u.. g . 
ultra o Qn· ~·,.. "~ is·/; · d · P d .,_ · f' · • 

;; -- M, ._....~o< • ........J.,~-stn.J-n.!J.. v.>e..}?_):.9-~?a.; .. O.r.,. o.me.s..4J-.:w-o.r......, .. a.r.e .. 'L.gn ... ,u..s,e,.. 



·. 

b6 
b7C 

~~t_~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ . Under .existing'circumstances~ 
however t. """it is be 11~ ve ·& e__.S..ACL,-Jl.e.lll....Z.o:ck.,_13.h •. a.z.diL..h_av_p_;t.b.i.?-. 749-:!~:J;§.r._e_x-

C ~ra ~ned ~irL g:r:JJ..e_r.. •. :tho..t-h.e~t~,{J.1J-haveii{·pr-ope-"P-a-p.pr-ec-iat..i.o.n~-!?.f. ·r;h~. JllP~?:Pi­
_ g_at'l.on un_d.e.r~y.~~ ~ ~"' 

AOTION: . \\ ~ s#., 
r-------=I:..;t~i_,s respectfully suggested that the criminal rec ord--2..f. f"\"- be-J!u r-n-i.s he.d-~tQ .. ~tJl..e_At;.o.m. i c. -En~Lr.fJ.Y_Jl...QJJJ..Tf!.i_~J..O.rJ ........ CJJl}j,.. t.o 

):1'_ i/J. o,; __ j;]J& ])e.e.artment. It is respectfully r.ecommendf12:.....:!:!!at . 
. 11 {? -~ !._-~08..~ SU:!JVes,t;e.,d_:l;.o I ; - ~~-J?_q~ ... ..§ !.nxi )}.~ .... .fUH~ xurL .. :tlJ~ .... ~~ r~qu,. I~-

,. ~.. in VOS Se S§.,iOtL Q;L_ql,OJ:, .)1J2.Ill?.CJ.'f.'£f?/L.J:.£JJJ!-.Lci.:i'IJ.IL .. :f(.lJ£. •. J!:Ql!f.f~ ~ .. §.::{3;r:SJ::t~OJ'! .. ,,_J?.[ ..... 1J]}! 
resident· a IJ • _e.c.·bi.u.e, .and. any~.,pa.t,e&~,:t.~§JP~<;.r:.ec,y_.,..,,q_rlJ,§,.J:.§.;*'iill9:t. ft.e... ~ int.e.r;.r..0.9,9...,te 

_e.go.r:d:ing .... the.. .lat;f;.e.r:.!.s.-ohse.r.vanc.e. ... oj..-the .... ,·se.c:cecy .. or;d~.J:'· \ ,,.,.,"1...--------1 I 

~fP'~~ • _. ~ :. It ia respectfully reco~!tmended that because of the current ~, 
}~~.!l~,. l'legat~ons regarding the Alert ron ic Company, t.hat the SA. G\ New Yo.rJ~, \V. 
}1,{~ ~ app r,:~ ~-~d .Qf :!2.l1e U..ill9-!~.2.lL~.2.-} .... i:.§:!?..~.J!.:f.ng JJ,J~pjQ..r;~ ....... :!;ll.?. §.(}C r~,.c~ y !ph i,ch \ 
: F..,~ has be~~ .. g.f.f.o rf!-.. ~0: ... ·t;h€!fl_ .. }'ll-:E.Tf!:U-:P..llg::P .•.• }J£;JQ.Y~~-A ... P.'C.9.P-e;r. .. UJJfl.?.. .. T:§i!fl-."Od.ing· 
~ .... ~ o.J.-.:Pl!&. H!l.pl 'l.C.a .. t-~.on s .o,f. :th."L.J3_ "Ln.ve.s.t.l.ga.t;:~,.on. 

??here i-s a tta=hed for your info rma·!;ion a copy of the c r iptino.l 
record of I _.J FBI #~ I and a more detailed mep1.0 from 
Belmont to Ladd dated 2-28-52~ on this subject natter. 

j be 
Phj,s investigation is being .followed closely and you will 

in.formed o.f pertinent developments. 

- 3 -
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SECURITY INFORMATION -~ S~ET 

' ' 
. March 10, 1952 b6 Per the FBI 

b7C 
VIA LIAISON 

Referral/Consult 

Dear~~--------------~ 
The following information is furnished to you in 

connection 'I·Tith the Presidential Directive of August 23, 1950, 
concernin;; ul tra:s.onic listening devices. 

On February 1.5, 1952, .... 1 ---------,1 whose 
commercial development of an ultrasonic listening device 
precipitated the Presidential Direc~ive placing a top secret 
classification on the acquisition and use of such devices 
informed the Criminal Division of the Departrr~ent of Justice 
that approximately two weeks previous thereto he had been . 
informed 'by a Canadian Naval officer that a comoany in New York 
named 

11
Alertronic" was engage~ in the manufacturing of an 

ultra~onic listening device. l lstated that a possible 
;~~tt C~~~;rn;~~~ ~~m r:Vi:: Wo: ch 1.u:: nnd:n o ci eaneot"u and on 

for :pho is ca-~~ntly lnstaiiing ourglar and fire alarm 
sys ems ln iashington, D. c. as the local representative for 
"Al~rtronic" products. 

11
Alertronic 11 is the Alertronic Protective Corporation 

of America, the factory of which is located at 2 East End 
Avenue, .New York City. It is known to manufacture electronically 
controlled burglary and fire protective devices, a photoelectric 
eye, and an ultrasonic movement detection unit. Sales are made 
to burglar alarm service agencies, fire equipment companies 
industrial concerns, and Government agencies, both nationally 
and internationally •. 

"Alertronic," 
to have o have been ac 
Rarty f • rs• 
of "Alertronic, ' f.~Po:c as a. recor o ommunist association, 
including signing a Communist Party nominating petition 1939-1940 
in. New York City. JJ6u.>Yl~D8'{d-Jvi'(}OIO 
65-60731 ' .. ~ ~00-l-\_ ULWI&tt8}L~c._, 

LW:ewf } : / SECURI;t'Y IHFORMA'fiOif - ~ S~ET 

t 
{, 

\\. 

<~ 

~ 
~ 



Bagno and ~idney LSE , resident of 11Alertronic," 
are partners in the Tacsin ~lee ro ic Engineering Company of 
Hashil'lgton, D. c., which business is engaged in the installation 
of 11 Alertronic 11 products. The Hashington representative of this 
organization is Herbert Sumney. 

I ulhas bee:t::t'fied as having a criminal 
record under FBI n~ber with a robbery conviction in 1934 
in Pennsylvania. tle was sen enced to serve three to six years in 
the Western State Penitentiary, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from 
Gre~n County, Penns~lvania. He was paroled October 29, 1957. 

Alertronic Protective Corporation of America, its key 
personnel, the , Tocsin Elec~ric Engineering Company, and its 
key personnel a~e under investigation by this Bureau because 
of the espionage and sabotage potential of these companies in 
the installation of burglary and fire alarms in sensitive 
Government agencies. . 

It would be extremely helpful to know whether these 
companies have installed burglary or fire alarms in any establish­
ments under your control. 

It would also be most helpful if you could furnish the 
names of, private:. individuals and firms knoHn to you to have beeri 
made cogni-zant of the necessfty for secrecy as set forth in th~ 
Pre?idential Divective ~nd also the identities of private 
individuals or firms known or reported to you as conducting 
res~arch o~ or man~facturing of u~trasonic listening devices 
for domestic or toreign use. 

· Information regarding the Alertronic Protective 
Corporation of America, et al., has been brought to'the attention 
of Rear Admiral Sidney W. Souers, Special Consultant to the 
Pre!3ident, the' Secretary o£ Defense, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and the Attorney General. 

cc: 

With exoressions of my highest esteem and best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

(VIA LIAI$0N) 
~------------~~----~ Referral/Consult 

- 2 -

b6 
b7C 



1 • 

I 
I 

I 
I 

j· 

. 
Office Memorandum . ·uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

PURPOSE 

DATE: February 28, l$52 

11JUNE 11 

b6 Per the FBI 
b 7C 

Tolson __ 
L4d4. __ 

Clegg __ 
Olav In __ 
Nlehols __ 
Roson __ 
traer __ 
113rt>o __ 

~l:>ont __ 

IIOhr:-__ 

Referra l/Con s ult 

To inform you that the ultrasonic listening devices 
which were the subject of a top secret Presidential Directive 
dated August 23, 1950, are the responsibility oj the Department 
of JUstice for acquisition and use within the continental 
and 

-------------------------~--------~~--- ----·. 

\ I 

.......... 
"}" 



s~ET. 
b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

To r~CU)Jli!JJ,,gnJi..a_t;)J,p;c.,.QJJ.g)J_jJ:llJ.fU3.:/i.}.gg:Jij.Jm..Jlf~r; i c 
as a possible cover for espionageo To point out that 
prosecution under the terms of the patent laws or even under the 
terms of the espionage statuies would publicize the existence 
of ultrasonic listening devices and thereby defeat the purpose 
of the Presidential secrecy Directive. 

BACKGROUND 

Under date of August 23, 1950, at the suggestion of 
the Secretary of "*h'e Trea.suru i;he Secre:aru of n: tense; the 

General, l .... .. 
the President approved and signe a Pres~ ent~a 

~D=--i_r_e_c~t~ive carrying a top- secret classification relating to 
the ~ecrecy, control, and usage of ultrasonic listeninReferral/Consul t 
devices o This Dtrect ive. was brought about by feason or · 
experimentation in the ultrasonic field by one~-----~--~--~~ 
of Research Products, Incorporated, Danbury, Connecticut, and. 
other research including that by the Bureau Laboratory which 
demonstrated the practicability of this type of listening device. 

~~ The Presidential Directive limited the use of such 
devices exclusivelY. to matters of vital importance to the 
national security of .the United States o It ·nrauided i;hai; :he 

e artments o reasury, Defense, Justice,~L------------~~J 
should be responsible for the classification 

~a~n~-c~o-n~r-o~-0~-s-u-c~h~devices and the· development of appropriate 
countermeasures applicable to the unauthorized use of such 
devices. The Department of Justice was designated the sole 
agency contracting for the acquisition qf such devices for 
use within the continental and territorial United States. 

On September 21, 1951, I lwas formally 
noti-fied of the Directive and signed a j'orm not-ing the 
contents of the Di-rective in the office ofk I 
I rwf 'f1he Department of Justice. Ineptember, 1951, 
lwas notified by the Patent Office of a .secrecy ordero 

{65-59020-6} 

--------------------------------------------------



ET. Referral/Consult 

Under the provisions of Title 35J u. s. CodeJ 
Section 42 (Patent Law)J which was in effect in 1951J whenever 
during a time when the United States is at war the publication 

· of an invention by the granting of a patent might in the 
opinion of the Secre~ary of commerce be detrimental to the 
public safety or defense or might assist the en.emy or endanger 
the successful prosecution of the war he may order that the · 
invention be kept secret and withhold the grant of a patent 
until the termination of the war. 

A violation of the secrecy order by anyone with 
knowledge of such order and without due authori2ation who 
Willfully publishes or discl.oses or authori2es or causes to 
be published or disclosed any such invention or material 
information with respect thereto shall upon conviction be 
fined not mar~ than #103 000 or imprisoned for not mor.e than 
two years or both (Title 35J u. S. Code, Section 42c). 

These pr avis ions of Sect i·on 42 were amend~d by 
Public Law 256, 82nd Congress, approved February 1, 19523 

known as the Invention Secrecy Act of 1~51o .This Act still 
lodges the res pons ibil ity for issuing -the order of secrecy 
with the Sepretary of· Commerce but provides that where any 
agency of the Government has a property interest in an invention; 
or where the publication of an invention in which the Government 
does not have a pr.operty interest, might in the opinion of the 
Secretary of Commerce be detrimental to the national security3 
the Secretary of Commerce shall refer the matter to the 
Atomic Energy CommissionJ the Secretary of Defense, and the 
chief o.fficer of any other department or agency of the 
Government designated by the president as a defense agency 
of the United States and if in the opinion of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, the Secretary of a Defense Department3 or 
the chief officer of any other department or agency designated 
as a defense agency publication would be detrimental to the 
national security3 the Secretary of Commerce shall· order that 
the invention be'kept secret and shall withhold the patent 
for such period as the national interest requires. 

S~RET · sifiedbyZ!~~ · 
2 

, ..-::i 

Ext>rop ·" &gory . 
ecla~i:::.:: .: · .t.,den~ 

- 3 -
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The penalty 
· remains the same. 

- .I 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 
b7D 

of the secrecy order 
Referral/Consult 

I lwas told that ~hould he be approached by 
any individual concerning the ultrasonic listening devices 
in question :that he was to immediately nqti fu Ur 9 Patrie~ 
Cozme 0 r the National ·Security. Council or I I I _of the Department of Justiceo ~-------------~ 

DETAILS 

At 5:50 P.Mo 3 February 253 1952,1 I 
a........,,....-...,....,.----ll.zi'irst Ass istant3 CriTTi inal Division, Department of 

JUstice,. informed th.e Bureau that QJJ E.~b.:Cll.iJ..'ClJ.~.[].5f1..t - _ 
pursuant to his understanding that he was to report promptly 

~~~i~~:1:: ::::~: :~~:Zatl~;ll~ll~ect to h~~~~ic 

his 
and 

A roximate two weeks 

notes regarding 
stamped top secret 



·-- J 

matter wi 

INFORMATION NOtr AVAILABLE '1'0 THE BUREAU 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 
b7D 

Referral/Consult 

.[ • .. ···-· -· _o I en; aged in the insta~lati on of . 
ele.ctron~c dev~ces as representative of the Tocs1,n Electron~c 
Engineering Oomrianu. 1028 20th Street, Northwest, Washington, D. o., 
is FBI mtrl!.ber I I who was received at the· Western State 
Penitentiary, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 10,b?9,f.94 .Lw.der... sentence 
t;hree to s ~x _J{ears__.[_or ..;.rQJiP..e.ry. Identification was made by 
S.A: Rober7i" H. ]('Urt2man, Was-hington Field Office. It has teen 
~etermined from the Atomic Energy Commission thatJmade 

J~ 
eu rg 1 e ~ q. J.(!,.!:!f!__'f!:~~~~~_jJl-l?.B,:!i./!.,._.AEQ_)l.JJ.}.J.,rJJ...r!. 9, s ~ ~ !lJY~~ :.i 711!9 n 
under A~~Z£.e.~.'=.V :f§ .. f!>JJ _lJ..u.t..JJp~fJ ... !!?£1:..8, ..£.~ ~~~ ... 4-.JJ'..,.QLA:i:m-,a;~J.d 
no check was made by AEC with Bureau. 
f ~ '<_. r<'llW.,.~~_.~J~,..Wo'Jil_,........;~~ 

With regard to I I· · n Field 
Office has determined t~~~~~~U---------------------~------. 

honet·c 
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Tn -[;he T,ouaZtu of Gozzernment Employees in. vestigat.i on 
of Ll ---::-----;---=-':":""""--:::---:------:--::--=---...Jl Nat i on. a 1 Bureau 6 f 
Standards~ U. S. Department of Commerce~ Wash in.gton~ n·. C ·~ 
it is .shown -that :orz.e Samuel Bagno, 3406 45th Street, Astoria, 
Long Island, 7?ad ~9-en.tif_ied himsel..f as a business and social 
acqua.in.tance of su.b}ect I Is in.ce 1934o An .Army 
report cited in the 7 ozra7tu imze8tigati on. stated that one 

I Manhattan, New York~ had 
L-s...,i,_g_n_e_d.--a,...· ...,1...,9,...,3,...,9,....--1,....9=-4-=-o~a-o-m,...7n-u-n~i-:-.S~t-P...Ja rt y n.om ina t i ng petit i on. 

In'vestigat ion of Si_lberstein reflected that. records of the. 
Board of Election, New York City, showed that he registered 
in 1936 as an affiliate of the Communist P~rty. (121-2966~-~8,~3) 

Pr.el im inary .inquiries by the New York Office reveal 
that thel I who is. presently 'employed by the 
.A.lertronic Protective Corporation o America 116 John 
N,_ew Yor.k City, formerly resided at L--,.......---------'----, 
New Y<?_rk City, and currently res ides 
Astorta, Long Island. 

The New York Office has determin~d that Dun and 
Bradstreet lists the following officers for the Alertronic 
Protective Corporp.tion of Ameri·ca: President, Sidney L. 
West~rm.an, f.orm.erly qperating an. insura~ce brokerage · 
business at. ·120 W:ill iam Street and 1-16 John Streetj New York 
C~ty; Secretary~" Samuel Wolf~ former President of Wolf· and 
Borse~ New York City; .{l.ss_istant Secretary, Jack Westerman~ 
.former- sal§~ representative for; IT(I.perial Lace and Dye lfork~~ 
New York (J_ity; V.ice Pres iden.t, R.ussell F. Ra_,thbone; Treasurer, 
Bernard Alpren, ·an ·acC'Ountant with offices at 1405 ·Broadway, 
New York City; Assistant Treasurer, Jaclp .Friedman, an · 
accountant ~nd member of· the firm of Greenspan and Fr~dman, 
1450 Broadwr;ty,. New York City{ Director, Samuel Bagno. 

This Corporation manufactures a patented 
elec~rgn.ically controlled burglary and fire protective device. 
It also manufactures a photoelectric eye and an ul~rdsonic 
movement d~te9tion unit. sales are .made to burglary alarm 
service ag~nqies, fire equipment compani?S~ industrial 
concerns, and Governm~nt agencies, both nationally and inter­
nationally. Its factory is located at 2 East End Avenue, 
New York· C.ityo 

s~ET. 
.Classified by 2-C ~ 



.. l 

I both mentioned 
above, a r e'--a-1=-s-o _p_a_r-:-t_n_e_r_s---::i-n---=-t-:-h-e---=p=-o-c-s-=i-n---:E=-=1-e_c...,.t--r--o__,n ic . Eng i nee r in g 
Company of washing~on, D. Co, which business is engaged in 
the installation of electronic. devices. The washing~on 
representative of this organization isl I 

A check of avilable records at the Bureau shows 
that the Alertronic Protective corporation of America does 
not appear in current listings of key facilities, holders of 
classified contracts, list. of Atomic Energy .Commission 
facilities~ nor on 1 ists of faci1 ities deemed vi.tal by 
either the Armed Forces or the New York Office of the Bureau. 
File reviews are being made on the other officials of 
Alert ron ic. 

OBSERVATIONS 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

I I of the Department has informed. 
the Bureau the Department is studying this situation with a 
view to seeing what action should or could be taken but has 
not requested the Bureau to conduct investigbtion as .yeto 

• -·~~ ••• 1 llllJI.I -~., ... ill 1t7 tf .. J .. '(¥1 P ~( ........ 

It Should be ~oted that the original source of infor­
mation id !consequently 
not available for jnterviewo Even if he were available for 
interview it is highly questionable as to whether he could be 
approached with regard to this situation in view of the 
secrecy surrounding ultrasonic listening devices. 

Nk* ~:lu ~:J the Department not infoi-m i;he "Bur~au 
promptly of report but the Bureau has not been informf!d 
regarding t e ~ ent~ ~es of pr.tvate individuals and firms who 
have been made cognizant of the secrecy order or the President's 
Directive nor have we been informed by the Department regarding 
the identities of individuals or·firms through which the 
Government agencies concerned are acquiring ultrasonic listening 
device for domes£ic or foreign useo 

- '7 -
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Because ofl ltormer employment with ' 
land his present employment under Bagno of Alertronic. 

L...:-h-e_w_o_u....,l,.-~d appear to be a 1 ikely suspect~ Because theseReferral/Consul t 
matters have been handled in the wast without re erence to 

· · ggested that a contact wi s ou 

{I 
the Bureau by Messrs .I !I 

for the purpose of determin~ng wether~~--~ 
the terms of the s~~recy order. 

The violation of the. secrecy order relating to the 
ult~asonic listening devices would appear to be either a 
violation of the former Section 42 of Title 35, u. s. Code, 
or if subsequent to Febr~ary 1, 1952, and if new secrecy 
orders have ·be(!!n issued pursuant to Public Law 256, 82nd Congress 
might be a viola·ti.on of the provisions of that st,atute. The 
problem of evidence would be the same in such instance as 
the proqlem of evidence for a_ vi'olation of the espionage 
st9-tutes, Sections 793 or 794, in that the item which the 
s~crecy order seeks to protect would have to- be disclosed in 
court in order to establish a violation. Under such 
circumstanc~s authorization of prosecution is highly 
problematical._ 

Because of the baQkground of Bagno it i?· desirable 
· after completion· of the file review on the other officials 
.. of .A.lertrop ic regarding whom New York ha_s no identifiabl-e 

derogatory information to press an investigation of that 
company a~d i~s officials to determine whether they do 
represent a threat to the· .security of the Un-ited States. 

ACTION Referral/Con s u lt 

.;.. 8 -
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SECfET.. 
~.~.....~oo..~oo~..~o..lol<.lor..t,•t' s Directiv¢. thatllshould be inter-rogated by 
r~~~~~as to any disclosu~ight have made in view 

new employment. It is recommended that bothl I 
informed ofl !criminal record. 

New York and Washington Field Offices have been 
instructed t~ conduct investigqtion of the activities of 
Alertronic and its related firm~the Tocsin Electronical 
Engineering Oompanyo Derogatory subversive data will be 
disseminated to the Departmen~o 

• 

SE~ET.. 

b6 
b7 C 

and 
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Februar,r 15;· 1952 

L...------------~fr.st Assistant, Criminal DiviSion Jlllh lll'll: dj 

_Pursuant to his understandirig, that he was to report' promptl~:J 
any pi)ss~ole leak or violo.ti'on with respect to hie ultra._sonic devi:oe, -

~ on this datel !reported th~ followi.ng.1 

r--------, 
o he was informed· 



lll'ANDARO FORM NO, ~ 
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Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
b7E r#To 

., 

Mr. DhTE: llarch 5, 1952 

You will recall that at ·the reguest o.f the 
President, counte.rmeasuru~s wez:e nlaced on thJL.Q.ff_i_qe 
and residenc_e telephonef!J.!. the I I The 
initial count~rmeas.ure units consisted o.t condw....ru:..s · 
R laced ins t de _t.h..e__;j,;a s t r um.enj;:....zahJ_c..b.,_up.Qn_e.:cJJIDJJ.a};_t,OJJ.. by 
a t e ~ e Ph.. one _.r. e R,a. i;r;ma ~ ,_c_an'. .... lJ..e~.a..d:t.l.y_i,.Ji..eJJ.j;j.J.t~(J.-QA a 
.tore ~g,r;_aj;j;_a.c.hJn.e..n..t. The Laboratory has subs~q.y.en"f}ly 
de v e ].Qp_e_Q.,_th e use · oj'_g, __ s_'{JJ_ttqb~ofi_wh.i,.c)l._ts._s;~mi.J.~ r.-.:t.o a 
standard unit an~~ll not be readily detected by a 
repairman when he opens up the telephone instr.ument. 

'

The Laboratory telephone contact has urgently requested 
. that the remozze *he condenser coun!ter.measure 
un i:rJ rom residence _P..hon·es· an'd sub-
stitute t e sw~ c oo..Jr_t.JJ.p,e. He ··i-..eque8t8 this 
~J!Y§.ft_.tflr .. eJgD_aj .. ta.chment.s.-1J.ll-t.e..Le..ph..on.es_.a.7!e-c.on..t.r...a.1!y-tWJ 
t~P..ho..ne C.f1m-eq_n.y __ r.uJ_~s;' he has on his o~n responsibility. 
cooperated with the Bureau by giving tac~t approval to, t 
presence of these countermeasure units and his position is 
pre car i1"2 0 ;n 0 a .i.b a +a 11phone company activities at the 
.home of_ _are di-rected by off~.cials superior 
to him. jll 7, REaowENJJATioN ss · ~?.m!o~,~ va - ?t ~ _., · 

INDEAtlJ • 8f'~..:-izi ~ 
That the ~~~~z:aiQ.l!.~jm'ldlfL~.llt~. ma.lf.~.J! r ra.lJ g.§!!}@. t s 

th ~-.ki.a.i . .s.o.n-~t;;:b~_l...ii_l ha.t_th.ILIU~ .. WJY~~~l//!J};,e.r-
-;;:.::..~:::.:.....::::~U +:.~.s-r.a~.s.f;a::.Z.l.~-d~ , ~ I 

h QJ]_e s ·a.t __ t]i e .• e.a.r-l7d~.st.:.[JJl.813.l))1e_o.~ .UO.J._t y. l....ou::::l:----__,... 

' -. 



b 7E 

Office Memorandum . . -uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

11> T~ 
FR. OM 

SUBJECT: 

... 

Mr. Tolson March 11, 1952 

llr • 

At the present ~im 
rest de T!_ezL.il!..S tr umen ts a,r~ PJ'JJ __ ~g .. ~~ ... -w~., _ c .o ~'! .~T!f!ea sure 
cwd.en.sers wlJ: ich can_P_Lci.etf!.ct,e,d .!M!J~j.J.y. Tne tel"eph7i1fe 
company contact of the Laboratory has requested that these 
countermeasure condensers be replaced with countermeasure 

· · · done .in the' case o 
Ylith the switches 1-ns a e 

the Laboratory tel li ·ne c'ompany contact feels that his 
position will be safe. inasmuch as the switches cannot be 
detected except by a telephone repairman thoroughly ver~ed 
in the wiring of instruments. 

- . 
Np countermea.aure .... devic·es are. on th~ .... ~~.~tr~~!!.!!ts~. 

o .. f Mr .• _, Bat.,t1~.L-<mlb....ilP:~rU'.J..!.!~~ .. E!!!:_~'!,,J.O.n.~e!'~!..~-~!:...~. 
l1.ne.,s. need,.l!L.:PS!£e..,1!. Q_y p)g..,.~ur,ea.u. - - -

RECOMMENJJATION: 

It is recommen-ded that the countermeasu1o 
~~~~~~~~~~·~truments at the residence of_ 

be r e pl. a c e.d 'imm e d tcrl e 1 y w i tliL...-c_o_u_n_t,...e-.,.-_ ..... 
~m~e=-=a~s:-:-u':"::r~e:--:~~~e~s----:"1.r-:-:n~9-r de r to afford maximum protection for 
, the t _elephone company conta~t ~~ t~e- Lgb~r,(Jtqry. 

INDEXED - 88 _. JM 7J tJ 
88 • Q3QHO~~.,. '7..£ 0 ff\ .. Y'fl . f.' 

Ml\if 21195~ , ~ 1\\ 

:J.a 

@ 
JMM:kmb 

{~ -~ 

. •. :. \ 
.;·"' • 4> .. u.-
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Ji 
OJJice Memorandum · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

i!fiTci : R, T. Harbo /flJ SE§R 
PRJ>M :I, W. Oonra~ • ~.E3t;LL..!.I.......,_UNE 

DATE: February2}J., 1952 
TOll¢._ 
1.&\14 __ , 

SUBJBC~O FR~UE/f[1I_ · 
1!ICROPifiJNE -- TELEPHONE 
7JJJUNTE1fl!EASUiiEF' ' _.,__._ 

Clt~ 

Cltv!JI,;_ 

Nltbola_ 

M...._ 

' , 

BU]i J.e., -acr::f6o- -·· 
C 7,-/4 Lr ;; ', ,/, (. 

Recently I boued elom 
rmer residence ~n Georgetown tol 
without notifying Bureau liaison agents in advance. 

tn.ey __ ---~lmont_ 
~m~r_·_ 

1elt.l\ooa_ 
~~ou. __ 

s a result, considerable difficulty was encountered in 
recovering two countermeasure devices which had been in­
stalled in two telephone instruments in his former residence, 
since a period of ten days had elapsed between the time he 
moved and the time the Bureau received notification of his 
moue. Actually it was only due to a request for the in­
stallation of countermeaaw"1 devices in his new residence 
at the I tha"j; the Bureau became aware 
that he had left his old residence. Recovery of the 
count~rmeasure devices was accomplished in this instance 

~ 

by· tracing the telephone instruments with the assistance 
of a contact in the telephone company. 

As you know, these countermeasure devices haue 
been installed on telephones of the following: 

.7-lf&-



. : 

' 

' 'r 

\ 
-: 

,. " 

_j 
. ~· - -

of the United States, it is necessary that the Bureau be 
notified in sufficient. time to permit· the removal of the_ 
countermeasure · devices prior to · the time telephone in- _ 
stallers put in new service or new occupants move into the 
premises, • 

RECOUMENJJATION 

Accor~ingly, it ts recommended that appropriate 
pe~sonnel in th_e offices of high Governme'nt officials, whose 
telephone instruments have been protec.ted with counter­
measure devic~s, be contacted by the Liajson Section in 
order t~at su~h personnel may be advise~.of the necessity 
-of notifying the Bureau prior to any changes in telephone 
installation. · 

·I 

It is .suggested, that. not only his secretary and, 
where applicable, his security officer, but also the Cabinet 
member or high official lj,imself be · advised of the desi.rability 
of notifying· the Bureau of a_ny contemplated changes in h .is 
telephon¢_ system at his residence or office quarters. 

ADDENJJUJI - Feb,ruary 2[), 1952 

In_ accord.airce wit,h your suggestion ·we have dis­
cussed with our ~elepnone contact the possibility of 
init.iating .a s.ystem under his coT}trol whereb·y he would 
advise us in .advance of any " contemplated changes in ·the 
telephone service to the phones in question. He again 
has advised that he fee·ls .. i·t is entirely unfeasible· with­
out :jeopardizing h .is position in the Telephone ·company. 
Accordingly, the solut_ion ini ·tially proposed appears to_ 
be the only answer. r:;_~wc: VH · 

--- - -----



FEDERAL BUREAU ' OF INVESTIGATION 
I 

Room 5730 ~ 

,------~-------------------------Extension 565 

TO: 
Tolson .J" ~M""''· .C1'l r. Tolson. __ 

___ Mr • Ladd, . . Mr. Ladd.--
_____ Mr. Nichols Mr. Nichols--- · 
___ Mr. Belmont Mr. Belmont_ 
___ .Mr. Clegg Mr. Clegg _ 
____ Mr. Glavin Mr. Glavin __ 
____ Mr. Harbo Mr. Ha1·bo _ 
____ Mr. Rosen Mr. Rosen _ 
____ Mr. Tracy l\Ir. Tracy_ 

M h Mr. Laughlin _ ___ Mr. o r 
___ .Mr. Laughlin 
___ Mr. Hennric 
___ Mr. Nease 
___ .. Mr. Jones 

Mr. Mohr __ _ 

Tele. Room. _ 
Mr. Holloman _ 
Miss Gandy _ 

., 
____ Miss Gandy 
____ Miss Chamberlain -·----.:::~.' 

Room __________ _ 

Please call me Per conversatio: 

. . .. 0 ~., 

~ . ·j :~.;:~· .. ~ .. -:; ~~-...... ~ 

(,_ "' ~ .... t .. :: 



. ' 

b6 
b7C 
b7E 

C/ffice Memor4ndum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

~~ Y.J; · 
TO : 1.~. R. T. Harbo /( <: D.h.TEl Februacy -29, 1952 

lk. I. Vf. tJt \ ~~ 
~ Cl.ou_ 

su~J.BCT: . ·countermeasur Deyic~s On Telepho: i/' ~~ ~ . :~.:.~ -
Instruments At Residenc,e Of I _ I ..yv ... ~ ~·--

~ I I I J '!-~ . t .• . . = , 
·0 7.4Zt I('~,.\. o/V( C 1-r 1 .S./ '1 1J: · e. VIC e._ .. ~o~o •• _ 

On 2~29-52, approximate:cy 2: 20 P.M., the, telephone company contact .,.... __ 
of the Radio and Electrical Section advised that two S~cret Service Men ;:: .. _ · 
accompanied by tvto 'high-ranking officials of the telephone company' were, at ~-
t~at time; enroute to :~ w= park :;·•~ to ,xamine the instrllJDents in . . 
tge apt. ~!I _for "something in the. phones". . 
~e contact s ca ceu tna 1§ een una e o stop the phone 90mpany officials 
ah.d was repgriqng thif in an effort to protecy the countermeasure devices .installed 
i1 _ :J..nstr~nts. . 

\' · The ·matter was .referred direct_:cy· to Special Agents V. P. Veay a~d~ 
I ' I the• latter being the r·:,r: .. J;json ma: ~ ?o35 !':11· Special A~~nt 
~that he had contacte _ __ _ __ _ _ ld~rectly anq that 
L______Jhad caused the c~eck o~ e ·~ns ruments ~n h~s a~rt~ent. to pe stopped. 

i' At 3:+9 P.M. our telephone company co-ntact advised that the two Secret 
Service men a_nd two te lephorie · c_ompa_ny officials had entered Mr •. Seyder 1 s apartment. 
The Secret Service men had opened the iristruments and displayed them ~o the · 
t~iephone company officials Who indic~ted they Were alright, which SE?e~d t.o 
s~tisf.Y t~e Secret Service men. One of the company :ffi~ials was the man who p~d 
r~co~.red the countermeasure condenser froml _ . lphorie 
when the latte:r: moved from his former Georgetown repJ.dence -to. his prese~t apt. 
in the Yfestchester. The· o.ther co'mp_any official is a c~ose personal friend of our 
tel.~_Plione company contact~ ' .. ·. · · 

This is another instance in which it is evident that the Bure'au is . not 
b~ing advised b: t: int::·::·r Offici~o 'VfOI_'k being done on their phone . 
instruments.J advised that.he did riot krioW that a · check 
h§id been con eucx:a a.ossible a is secretary or security officer would 
nave_ bee.n able .to advise. the Bureau in advance. ·rt should also be noted that our 
t~lephone company contact 'stated "I could not stop them" becau~e of' the · fact that 
h~ was not in the· telephone c9mpany o~fice .w~en ~he .?~$ret Service -men were there. 

RJ;;CO~n.iENDATION: ' . . /f)) 
We should take every measur~~to pro~eJ£ our.(telepho~e company cont~ct 

since he has assumed a personal responsibility in handling Bureau cooperation -on 
h~s ow~ and has not ~ee~ fit to advise o~her phone company officials be~ause he knows 
t~eir personalities and feels that some of them would riot cooperate with the 
B~eau since a v_iolation of company rul~s.- is. actuallY. .~nvolved. 

• . c ~ h.... :jrl!!.c-ffi*F -t J 4/ 

"v ~~:1.00.~ l!'!i!f· ' . .. /.7-i/;.. ,~ ~-?._t:? 0..-~~ctl 
d~ . ~ . .., ,OR . 73 ~ ., ., ,. ~9h2. ~'Y {f' cc: Spec:!-al Agentct' · ~s' - --~\1~: " · ro ... 71.?() :Ex~t·rro . ~~&~73' 

D:1.te~f De on- · 

c\l:.Q<l. 
---- - -· 

l 



·Office Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

-#,To 
7 FROM 

DATE: lvlarch 5, 1952 

b7 E 
10110~ 

~--
Cloa___ 

Countermeasure D~vices On ~elephane., e 
SUBjECT: 01nl"-

~l<hOlo_ 

Instruments At Besidencr o~ I . ~------------~ :: 
I/ l ~ -.:: (l /¥I(..' L I _\ t e/1/ • .v ;l .:Pe f/l(. 'e ::ot 

~ On 3-5-52 the telephone company contact of the Radio ::;"-
and Electrical Section advised that the Secret Service men ~~ 
w~re still working on Secretary of Treasury Snyder's · · · 
telephone lines ·as indicated in my memo of 2-29-52. The contact 
stated that he had no way of controlling their activities and therefo e 
~as reque~ting that immediate step~be taken to replace the 
countermeasure condensers with countermeasure switches in the 
i _ns truments of Secretary $~yder• s residence. 'ltli th this replacement 
~he contact stated that he· vrould not have any worries about the Secret 
Service men discovering any alterations of the instruments should they 
open them. 

SA J. M;; Matter who took the call assured the contact that 
steps Hould be taken immediately. 

RECOMMEl\lD AT ION: 

It is recommended that the Radio and Electrical Section 
be authorized to deal directly -with the Liaison Section so that: 
p.) entry may be had to Secretary Snyder's. apartment to obtain the 
e·xact types of instruments being used, ( 2) instruments with counter­
measure switches may be prepared and jnstalled as quickly as possible. 

cc - Liaison Section 

JMM: vrh ~\ -}?;:; 
80-760 \~ .... 

R£CORUfJl· 7§ . 
X)~~ -1~ 1l 

"• 



THE DIRECTOR ~ !'). 
11r. JJ. u • .tadd SEv~ET "JUJ/1{" 

ALE .. r&ROJIIC PRO!l!EOTIVE CORPORAPION 

Jlcrrah l4,. 1952 

OF .AJ.!BRICA~ EP AL-
l!ISCELLAllEOUS • IJIFORMATION CONGBRlliNG (ESPIONAGE) 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

~--------~TdO~fl~tnwn~fws~b~,~·a~zr~+hL-n~•-·-c-·~·7~+~·~·~4--~'~--~·--~·~Referral/Consult 

I l 
·L[ --------~~~==~~ 

.~AiJKGQOUJID: 

rou·wtll recall thatl 19J t4~ 
D~.P'*rt~Qnt J'Urrt'l/J}i;od 1-nj'o:rnl~t'&orv ~na 'l_o_atitng tha"E Nr.if La1f:rrenoe B. -

. Jl,d,Ut}.'/ir;n.,: General: Cou~-Be,l .:.tor ·CIA~ hqd br'&.eJ'~d HerbfJ.r1J A~ Sumncy 
OQb(terTitng ·the secrecy : erta.i.n~ng to· ultra ~ · ng 
d Aa ou -'!~ _tri·-, ad b(Jen em.ployec:l!-..:anrc:m~~~~ 

·by e ortg~nal. commer.o~a manu a 
uno. o;t.ttcta y wa m ·e o·bfll)'&t~ant a/the oe,oreoy· ord.or• . _ 
was.fl~s<;:h_a1·ged bu I !on or abou'f; J)aoe}n,bep l:~-· l95l ..... ~ ~Qu. will . .._ 
recall -t;hat l _ l&as a crtm.~nill. reoorcl-h.aut.ng been, Qonutcved- o.t r..._ .... 
robbilt•y tn Penn·si/iuanta fin 1934,. Referral/Consult 

---~~~~~~La~~~~~~~~~~==~~~·~·~tcr- 0~ .... -....... ~ 

.- -­..;__:---

, ~ 
~ . 

; ....... 'W 



. .. 

Toloon_--_ 

:.\do~ 
Nichol•~ 
ll$lmont+. 
Clegg 

Ol&Yln_ 

Ht.rt>o--.....:,;._ 

Rolon~ 

t:a·7~ 
Srbhr__:__ 
Tole. Rm._;__ 
',le&ao....;....:,_ 

~7~ 

' . 

Referral/Consult 

. 
• • .~ t 

-J3 :~·-
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' · rr Ili1'0Rll.U.'ION- )&:: ~-. 

The AttornQy General 

D~Peotor~ FBI 

qLTRASO{VIC LIBTEJIIJtG DEVIOEB 

March 28~ ~,1952' 
l 

JUNE 
b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

The followtng inj'orm.at~ on til turnt shed to you 
tn conneotton wtth the Pr~atdential Dtreottve of ·AUgust 28~ 
1950, oono~rntng ultrasonjo l~stening aevtces. 

Ur. EUgene J, orontn1 aformqr Bpdo~al Agent of 
the Federal Bureau of Invest~gatton who ceaaed aottue duty 
wtth tl~f.a .&reau as of Apr~l as, 1947, operates hta own 
~esearch ~nd development laboratory at 2681 Spr~ng Street~ 
Redwood atty~ C~ltfornta, unae,r. -t;Jie f,.~rm name "Duolab." 
llr. Oron.tn has deVQlOp6d. an Ult'rasonf,c ltstentng deuicq 
wh tch appear a to be very atm.tlar ~n operat.t.on to the equip­
ment prevtouslv developed by .the Federa~ F.u:·-: 0 !1 of Tnueo­

ttgation Laboratory and tndepend~ntly by~l=-~-~=---------~ 
of ReseaT'ch Products_. Inc., Daflbury1 a,.onlieo ou't. 

ur. Cronin des~res ~o.offer h~B aev~o~ ~0 this 
, Bureau and has, to date:~ rejected outstde tt noncial ass'£ a-t;;.. 

.ance beadu ae he feels that the nature of hts deutce '£a, such 
that f../ its e~'& B'iience w~re ·~nown to pr~vate incU vidual' a i-t 
would lose its t~vestigattve value. 

· You wt il recall tha:t r-~-----------------,J thQ.: o'tiher · 
private developer of auch a· devic.e, formally e:coou eel an 
acknowledgment of the Pfeatdent 'a aeOroou order ::ena:e~_ ~~ 
by the Attorneu Generrl _ .- --:3'" _.J, 
I . · ~·,Referral/Consult 

Accord.t ngly.~ you may desire that the B91il£ Jf;l?"t&r 
<fication be made to llr. Cronin. In the in'tertm lVe- _a!;e"' 
oau-t;tontng JJr·. Orontn to discuss htil d11vtce w'(,th-~firj·:en~ 
unttl lz.e has been form~lly contaoted by an appro;prtdje ~ 
of/total of th'e gove'rnrnen"b. n g c.J; 

'l: ,....,.: 

The foregoi.ng has been brough~ to the attentton 
of R_ear Ad · · 



Jl'aroh 281 l95!J 

Rea~ Admtral Stdnoy w. Souera 
Special Consultant to tho Prestdant 
~ecutt~e Offjoc Bu~~ding · 
Washtng~on, D. a. 
JJy dear Admtt'al.: 

JUNE 

PERSONAL .AllD ~L 
YIA LIAISOJI 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

The follow,ng intorma~ion r4y bo o! tntoreat to 
the Pre8 tden.t and 1JOU '&n conncot'£on wtt1J&;}t1 Prqotdent~al 
Dt<rccttue of .liugua'l; 28~ l950# aonoorn ~ng ul traaontc l'ts• 
tcnt.ng douioetJ. . 
~--.... , • .._,_ ...... ._..'>~.< 



8EOURi'J.'T I}fl'ORJIA'J.'IOJr-~ ~ 

Accordingly.,· you ·may deatPo that the same. _n·ot~­
/ioatt.on be made to llr. Cronin. In ·tn.e ~nter'im. uxr are· 
·cauttont:ng llr •. ·oronin to discuss h.ts devtce'w-&th no one: 
-~ntil: he has _been /ormally contac.ted by an approprtate· 
off~cial of· the·gouernment. · 

o J.tr. J. 
The !oregotng .has been ~rought.~o ~h~ attentton 
Patr.tolr o·ne t~onal Securtt Counctl' '!Jr. 

Referral/Consult 

regaraa, 1Y~th ezpre.asions of· my h tghes:t; e~'1i8f37!' and l).eirf; 

Stpoerely· iio_urs., 

8Ef1URI'l'Y Illl!OR!iATIOlt -
' '· I 

> 

... 2 ... 

I 
the FBI 



'Tr zuronuATION - 7( ·-1. ' 
JUNE 

!Jaroh. ~8, l951J 

PERSONAL AliD CON~'l'IAL 
.-----------------....;.Y...,IA. ~IAI!10N 

Referral/Consult 
r. 

~ ,, 

' ' 



. I 

BEIJUBITT INFOBLfATi:OJI -'){! fr b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

Accordtngly~ you may destre that-the $ame nott­
ftcatton be made to Hr• arontn. In the tnter~m we are 
cauttoning ll'r.· cron-&n'"iio d'tscusa h~.s devtoe w~th no one 
untll he has ·been formal-ly con·taoted by an apjn~oprtate 
oft~cial of t4e government. 

The foregotng haa bee_n br_ough"P to t~e atte~tion 
of Rear Aam~ral Stdney 11. S~were., Speotal Consultant to_ the 
P,.eatdeni:., Mr-. J. · Patr-.Zck CoyneJ Jlattonal Secu1'$ty Oounotl

1 
·of;he Attorney Qe:::~ Aaaiatant Attorloiy General Jame! J.£. 
Mcinerney_, and!------ _ Or$mtnal D'&vtsl.on,~ Department of • 

W~th assurances of my htgheat regards1 

Btncerely youre1 
Referral/Consult 

cc -IL__ ____ _____.I 

Referral/Consult 

BEQURITT IN1'1XlllA'l!ION - * sf-'1.' 
-a-



Y Ilf1011JJATION - ~~ 'I< 
JUliE 

Jlarch 28,. 1952 

Nr. J. Pat~tok Coyne 
National &eourtty Counatl 
E~ecutiue Of/tee Dutldtng 
Tl'a.(lhington 25, Do c. 
Dear- Pat: 

P8P.lJOJ{JlL .At/D CO!I~TJAL 
YIA LIAISOll~~ 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

Th.e .tollomt.ng tnfoma,.t;fon· t:s /tim ished to you 
tn f;'onncc'tton wf..}l:t) the Prarddant tal Dtraat1va oj August: 28, 
19SO,. conaarn tn!f"'Ul traaon ta 1. t.a~ordiJg c!au tees. 

J.tr. 3US)etne J. Orontn., a -former Spec~al Agent o,f 
tha Federal Bur~au of InueutSgatton wh~ oeaaed aot1ua duty 
w~ th th i.3 Bureau as of Ap-rtl 2.51 l9471 opera.tos h's qwn 
reoaarch and develoon~?nt laboratory at JJ50l Sprtng Stract~ 
Redwood Ctty, ca.l iforn ta, under the ff rm name 11JJuo.tab. n 
Mr. Crontn ha8 doualopad·an ultrason~c l'ston1ng deutco 
w."ltch a.p~pea.rts to be very <:Jtntlar in opcratt.cn to thtJ cquip­
Mnt prcvtotHJly deuelopod by ·the Fttdoral Burt.tau of l.nrz.:a- · 
1rtgatton Laboratorll and tndepende~rtly by L.l -~--=----------~ 
of Research Produc-es., Inc •1 Danbury., Oonnoo'btau1;. 



BEOUIII'ti INFOR/JATION -'It SE~ET b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

AoooratnglyJ you may desire that the sa~e nott­
jicat~on be made to Mr. Crontn. In the tntertm we are 
cautioning Mr. Crontn to discuss hts devtoe wtth no one 
unttl he has been formally contac~ed by an appropriate 
o/,ftotal o/ the government. 

Wt-th a aauranoos of .my h tghetrfi regards, 

Stnoerely youra1 

BECC!RITI INroriliATIO/l - ¥ S~RET 
- 1J·-



b6 Per the FBI 
srAf;.DARo FORN,.NO. G4 b 7 c 

: ~ ,..~ ~ 

Office Memorandum . UNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

/ _,,~ TO 

:f,1/' FROM 

The Director DATE: March 28, 1952 

SU~jECT: 

bM._ Ladd W' 
ULTRASONIC- LISTE.JJIJ:lJLPJi!!CE _ 

PURPOSE: 

To recommend that the SAO San Francisco, be 
i ut:ormed that. th:e se de vife s are j;h e~ su.b.i..fl.!J.1L,..g'1.:::a,-roirse'c re ·t; 
Pr...e..a:J..g i 1 Directive '"oncf'ma1rn:e tell Mr. Cronin .... 'iha1;-.-... 
he shou.ld no~ ·con· ... ac anyone else relative to the device 
until after he has been formally contacted by an appropriate 
o,fficial of the government. l/ lt 

Referra Consu 
To att;ath c~m:un ~ca~i ••• to Admiral Souers, ) 

- J. Patrick Coyne, I and the _Attorney General )~ I advising t~em ofron>n sev>ce and sugg_e~ting that he ~ 
be appropr~ate ly .informed of the Pres~dentaal Secrecy 
])i recti ve. 

])ETAILS: 



--- -. - ---------------------:--------:-----------. 

ACTION: 

b6 Per the FBI 
b7C 

Ta:ere i a attru::.b.e.d:...!l.-ie.;t~er. t..Q...:!JM....§.d.~TJ •. F.~_f.!.Jco ~ 
pointing out that Cronin's device falls_wtthin a c~tegory 

.. ~subject to the top secret Presid.e.nttal Directive and ..... ~n ... -
, s.tr:uctt;ng~.....,£.On~act Cronin .. an~ ... ~.'!1...2!'."!) J:l.l.E...~~)J.,e:_ 

sh .. !wld, • .ItO.;t_d.7,,ac.u.ai::GXO~r~1J.JI.W, else. unia 1 after 
he .has been formally contacte -ri!jan a·pproprtate of'l~cia1 
of the government. 



Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

fTo; 
FROM 

-~ ,. 

liP'• R. T. ~;~:a.·rbo ·.~ ~ DATE: Harch 25; 1952 

O
·I. \v. Conran· - . -SE ~~: ~ b6 Per the FBI-

rl''"' ~ Clt~ 
ULTRASONIC LISTENING DEV CE ( . b 7 c CltYI~-SU¥JECT: 

.\:. ~lellOls __ 

. Reference is made to a. letter from the San }i'rancisco 
offic~ dated 3-13-52 advising that former SA Eugene J~ Cronin 
ha.~ developed and demonstrated to certain Agent of that office 
an ultrasonic listening device vmich appears t be very . 
sil!lilar in.operation to the equi ment revi s1 developed by-the 
Laboratory and independently by of Research 
Pr?ducts, Inc., Danbury, Connect 

M""-.· 

~ 
1'tlt. ~000~ 

~·~ 
()O.My-·-

It was noted that the San Francisco office advises that 
Cronin desires to offer his equipment to" th~ ~urea.u eit~er on a. 
deyelopment contr?-ct or pn an outright purchase ba~is, _and that Cronin 
.is, Hi thholding fina.n.cia.l consideration from others i~ deference to tp.e 
Bureau. It is further noted that Cronin ceased active duty with the 
.Bu_reau as o.f April 25, 1947. 



.-

~ ·-

~ 

.. . 
\_"" 

" ' 

Tolson __ 

l!aroh 28, 1952 

PERSONAL ,ill ~L 

JUliE -
Reje·rence ts made to your letter of llar(Jh 13, · 

1952, relative to the above entitled matter advising that 
former SA Eugene J. Cron tn has deuelope_d ana demonstrated 
to Agents of your office spoqtal surveillance equipment; 

, For your confidential information, such a device 
pre~tously has been developed both by~~ Bureau's Labo~atory 
and by a_ .c.omme.rc tal manufa-cturer in th:(l.~ East, and because 

· of the nature of this equ tpm.ent, tt has. bee.n class if ted as 
Top Secret by a spacial Prastdenttal Dt,recttve. A,ocorcHngly, 
you should see to tt that this subject is not given further 
d tsse171inatt on with tn your own offtc·e. 

In addition, it is co~stdered probable that 
Mr'. Cron.tn w'i.ll be formally ~ottf~cd of the h tghly class if ted 
nature oj th i.s material ,by- an appropriate official of the 
u. s. Government ·wi.thtn the near future • .Accordingly, tt is 
desired that you adutse Mr. Cronin while the Bureau. aJ?preciq.tes 
his interf;!st and cooperation tn offer.tng the device to the . 
Bureau, the Bureau probably wtll not be in a .. postti on to . 
negotiate further with him tn tl'e matter. You should further 
suggest to Mr. oron'tn that he no·t contact anyone else relattve 
to the d~vtce until he has been formally contacted by an, 
approprtate offtctal of the governme~t. 

$ 

IWC: v rh 



,. . 
1 trr 1-.: ~~ ~ li'ORM NO. e.c - ... 

Ojfic.:e Memorandum o UNITED STATES 

DIRECTOR, FBI Al,fSD-REGISTERED DATE: 

> 

.SP.C, SAN F R\NCISCO (100-288? 

AfroviET COUNTERINTE'LtiGENCE 
/ ~~~VTESTTC!itfi'1E""'1!1ECHN!QtE's·"" 

- -r~,..._.-_-. ... , ~ ~~:-• .;., 

ATTENTION: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR D. U. IADD 

-
MA· f,l ,:. ').),' ____ .........,_ 

',I'clc. R.) ... m .. ~ 
Mr. Jivllom:m.­
Miss Gal.ldY ____,.,. 

This is to advise that former Special Agent EUGENE J •. CRONW=:::t:~t:ca~~:::.J 
tli~ San Francisco Office concerning an item of technical equipment which he had 
developed possessing possible use as an added investigative technique. 

CRONIN advised· that at the present time he is operating his own re-
~ , \M,arch and qevelopment laboratory in Redvood City, california. The firm name is 

,. . I ~UOLAB"~d is located at .2661 Spring Street, Redwood City, California. 

~ ~· . . CroNIN demonstrated his equipment in the presence of the Technical 
~pervisor and anqther Special Agent of this office. The purpose of the equip-

ttl m~nt is to conduct a microphone surveil.J,.ance of a subject's apartment by means 
~ j o~ the existing telephone facilities, without the use of trespass or making 

. a?tual physical connections to the subject's telephone or entering his apartment 

'-

'· -1; i;l any way. The unit operates electronically and consists of a radio transmitter 
· apd receiver. The unit demon~trated was a working model and appeared to be about 

' I tpe size of a standard portable ra~io receiving set. CRO~IN advised that by 
,' . Sl?-bstituting fixed value parts for variable parts and the use of subminiature 
., i t)lbes the · unit could be condensed to approximately the size and shape of the 
, I J3ii:reau 1 s SD-2. preamp~ifier. It is battery operated at present, but could be either 

-,...... battery or AC-DC. A ~nit of this type and size is nov{. being manufactured. The 
\.-; ' up.it demonstrated ·was .connected to a standard· cradle-type telephone instrument. 
, ~ ! 1lpe actual. connection was made at the connecting block. The qu~ ty of micro-

, t phonic pickup was very good.. The range was adequate to cover a normal sized 
1 r ,oom. CRONIN advised that various experiments of his had demonstrate9. that 

,.. i· t]le unit could pick up voices at a distance of 100 feet. The conditions under )! wJ:ri.ch ~onstration were held. did not permit such a test at the time. Howev~ 
'"( ' ~on the ba-sis of the test that. was conductn~,.~p.~s believed that his claim · 

I ~.is ~rtti..rm.y feasible. . rvr•:-.ll'rJ r uu · · '- ~DI~~..ao s 
;:o • rn \1'" . 

I . - fr' ..-: A- _ .:.· -;:a.:::.=;;=;;::;;:;;::A 
;.' I ~ o:> d ~.:... COO.NDi advised that at this t~e . ~'fi ~s possible to connecMAJh 

t.! i ~o~ te:teplione ~:li& \b_tl:a~ ~\qis-Mnce !<ft'•atiout 100 feet from the instrument 
~ l aptl o~~sati~f.~qtory ;.-esults. At the time of the test it was not possible, owing 
"i- ! {0 th~: suvr,pundil:i.g·1cpndiftions, to determine whether this claim can be substantiated. 
~ I 'fhe unit ~1:11 no,t ;?nly. pi,cJ:c up the voices within the room in which the telephone 
~ instrument is l ·ocated, .but\ will t\-sorpipl£ upvalill telepqoJ;J.~ conversations being 

field on the .line • The unit will p~ck: up ~i ther when tbg. o~d set- ;i1 , on the 
(j cradle or when it is off. At the present time the connection 'caii c>e Jllade at 

any place in the telephone line v~thin a distance of 100 feet-from the telephone 
instrument or at a multiple a · ·n it is ·not • :'-.:.;!(ban 100 feet 
away. . r":f I l ; 

~ i:~RfiGO~D ' . · :~! ;. " .:,. ~· \l i .. ~.\ 
PGB:hko -e - ·r~ntxE&if, r ' ' I '~f.'-:-1- vv 
CC • 117 44 '.t£nl >tllC{h \ '"' .At' ,. 1:,.. 

• - ~~~t-b . , J-~~S~OW.I ..:1' ~l/ .~ ' -~.· ~<C-" 
"0 N-(~.'lt ··<-•' 'J·.!)~,.,. 0 ;r.- -/o"l ) . · <t~1~:·t1.: ,. "" ""\ ~"' ~..oJ~~--ag',.$'~ ILV~ ' 't~_'l Q\v_,, .,!.. c. ,'!. ~~ 

. •. , ; rv J.{ ··' 
------



DirectOr, FBI 
liB: '$)VIET OOUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

]NVEsriGATIVE TECHNIQUES 
sF #)J)o-28825 
• 

.3/10/52 

It maybe noted that the advantage of this unit is that it does not 
require trespassing upon the sUbject's pre~ses, nor does it require any extra 
wiring, of either the subject's instrument or of any portion of his telephone 
l~neo This unit merely attaches to the telephone line. 

For practical Bureau use it is belived that the range of this eqU;ip­
m~nt should be extended so that it could be attached to a subject's telephone 
line at a distance in excess of 100 feet, inasmuqh as often it is not possible 
to: monitor such a surveillance within IOO feet of the subject 1s telephone 
in,strument. CRONIN advised that the additional developm~nt of the unit requires 
more work in or~er to extend its range. 

S ·1 individuals have been very interested in the work being done 
b:£ 11DUQLA~_,_Q.E,Ql:llN 'ad~sed, and have rea y o rerea f:filanCJ.al .a .. ssistance. pro­
q:ding he._<iisc~ose....the.:naotuxe...oL.tll~iruh:.rm~~~i.ti~.J§..~C:..o.~~iRtiRi~ up to· 'Ul1s 
~~me· CRONIN has rejected such assistance because he feels ~hat' the nature of this 
unit is such that if its exi.stence :were knoV/11. on the outside it would lose its 
secrecy and investigative value. He, therefore, de~ires to offer this unit 
to the Bureau. In order to further the development to the point outlined above 
h~ desires to arrange a development contract wi~h the Bureau in the sum of $7500. 
He .. stated that Ylith this amount he believes he could perfect the unit as out­
lined above in a period of five to six months. ·At that time he would turn over 
to; the Bureau the equivalent of $7500 worth of units when they go l.nto production. 
I~ figuring the cost of the units he would charge a reasonable amount for the 
co.sts of manufacturing the units, together with a reasonab.le profit. He esti­
~tes that such cost would approximate between $400 and $450 per unit and that 
tl!.e Bureau would ~ecei ve for its $7500 between 17 and 20 completed units. Be­
yond that number the Bureau could contract for ~dditional units at a £ixed rate, 
figured on the cost of production plus a reasonable profit. In addition, if 
d~sired, the Bureau could obtain all rights and interest to the equipment for 
a~ominal amount, based on the actual cost of the development to date. 

Frpm an investigative standpoint the perfection of this equipment 
· woUld be a revolutionary investigative aid and technique of tremendous value 
to this office. It is, therefore, urged. that the Bureau give serious consfdera­
ti~n to CRONIN's proposaL In view of the fact that CRONIN is withholding 
fipancial considerations from others in deference to the Bureau, an expeditious 
reply is requested. 

•. 
·,, -2- . ' I 

• I 
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