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Sc;~;i~~·~OVE NMENT • ·-

Memorandum 
TO SAC, TAMPA~) DATE: 2/14/78 

FROM : SUPERVISOR! 
~------------~ 

SUBJECT: 

On 2/14/78, two manila folders with a number of documents 
enclosed therein were received from victim, JUDY CARANNA. The 
material was received in an envelope addressed to SAC PHILIP 
A. McNIFF at the FBI, Tampa. Al~&~~,gi¥~-11as a three-page 
letter from victim, JUDY CARANNA~f.r~cn~sh~ alleges that 
State Attorney RUSSELL is misusing his office and using~l ~~--~ 
victimJ l'as a weapon to further persecute 
~~--~~------~--~~~~--~=1 Case Agent should promptly 

acknowledge receipt of victim, CARANNA's communications in writing, 
conduct appropriate review of enclosed material and promptly 
submit FD-365. 
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Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propel' • Acquired as Evidence 
FD-192 <Rev. 4-12-77) -

' . Date ---=·"--· -k=-~/_fh-+-t-~ 16'_ 

Title ~nd Character of Case 

::::rA-m-o s T: f2 vSS £" ~, L f rn 7b 
. C. I- W /t. I ,::::" t- /-J • I 

:Jl.;;O 'I CA-Il.t::Jrvrv 4- .v, c:rr!'Y) 
I 

(. 
Source From Which Property Acquired 

1/tC-Tirn oJ 7voy c.A~/}A.Jrv/1 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention·of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

B v ~" r' (( 0. 
Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 

b r;::- o~c u m:CI\/t s 
A-DoR&'f'fGD -rv : 
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ATTN: PHILJP 4, lh e;v I r-r-

~g£)1g) 

SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 

Field File# lftf-~(, 17- liB/ 
-rP 

. f~~f~£! . 16.1978 , .. 
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LAB REPORT (Sar~ ~~-\.. '"";'\;; \R_\\. 
LATENT FINGERP'\'\,\\EPdy~iciG)-_~-ro~~~----

CHAIN OF POSSESSION. 

NAME NAME 

From: To: Time: Data: 

From: To: Time: Data: 

From: To: Time: Data: 

From: l- j_' c:,~C'.t_~ 
To: Time: Data: 

From: 
,_ 
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- l::ltE' To: Time: Data: .. 

From: To: Time: Data: 

From: To: Time: DatA: 

From: To Time: Data: 

From: 't) ll.V\ .\ t:, \1\ ~' \:) nr~r \).) <t:. \(\ \ ~\::..Data: 
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• 
Post Office Box 3301 
Tampa, Florida 33601 
February 17, 1978 

Mrs. Judy Caranna Petrantoni 

I I 
Dear Mrs. Petrantoni: 

• 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 
February 9, 1978, and the two manila folders with a number of 
documents enclosed. 

This matter will be reviewed and presented to the 
u. S,. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Washington,_ 
D. c., for their consideration. . 

- Very truly yours, 

PHILIP A. McNIFF 
Special Agent in Charge 
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JAMES T. RUSSELL• 
STATE An'OrJ>mY. 
CLEARUATER. FLORIDA; 
JUDY CA!tANt~A PETRAU'!Ot~I -

L-1 .__..,_._~'L_._..,_.,...--___.1• VICTIU =·I• ntGtiTs 

b6 
b7C 

._, 

On Feb~ 14, 1918',. -the l?aderol .Bureau of Investigation 
at Tampa. Florida,. received b-m- manila. folders 'td.th a number of 
documents enclosed -therein, including a letter from Ju~ Caranna. b 6 

Petrantoni, dated Febl:Uaey 9• 1978. 'lh.e. mo.tor.l.al wlls addressed b?c 
to FBI,. 500 Zack Street, Termn,. Florida 33601,. _fl-I!JI:.CIJ:IIZ::I.J:::=I.&---, 

r h 

This document contains nei thar :reconwe.ncbtions uor 
eonclus!-ond of tha FBI.. It 1s.· the. property of the Fll! and is 
loaned to ~our agency; it enc;Il.ts contents. are not to be 
distrl.butect outside. your ngoney. . 

. q lj-:ZC97- 'J 
Tampa, Fla. SEAR;~ ;,.· · .u ··----
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Ll ......---......... ____,......,.....,.r------..L.I ,::u·n::L.· ..ch:.1.:ir.t~op1nion utb!n seven 
rl~d~n~v~n~n~¥~£b~&~fiwa~~~~----------------J~~r~e~yaken1ooking 
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Doc:wnant-s :lrl'hel! .,.-=1_ that· two...:d:v: b1:"t:r to' 
1
uctobcii 26. 1>977: JU;Y;e;an was arreste ~or~ ;pliftitlg. 
Also, in tt petition filed by llRS before the Pinellas· COUnty 
Court System en: November.4. 1977~ it !lldieated. that in the 
.opinion of two psych!atdsts. Jtt~ Ann Caratula 'is .suffering 

· f#Xn acute schiicphemi.a and is- likelv tO: hdum her$elf or 
:~ars. .A'tso. dacltmenl:s xefieet tbatr lis 
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r1 ------~---------------------------------=lp=e=n~~~~~fU=r=tn==e~r b?C 

lnvestigatlon. 

. on. t-toyeniber ·9. 1911. Judge Richard A. U1ller mled that · · . 
Judy Pe~tc?nt was u()t .a dtmge~ to herself .or otlt.e~s., 



• 

information regarding l:hn ense Md also . statod t:b.a follot;!ng: 

· "Extradition he~s l>tare ~q,ec.tod to 'begin 
today for the :return cf J'urJy CL\rt.mnn Petrnntoni. a 22 year 
-old Ci~ 'til~num: nucotad lrednesday in. W.as~ton. D. c., and 
charged tiith illegally ran.tovine lmr son rcont a state foster 
lltnn<!.$t -
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FD-365 (Rev. 11-27-74) 

..r::· ' • ,tJ:' • 
FBI 

Date: 2/28/78 

Transmit the following in ---------:~--=---=-.,....,...--~-,...._-----: 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

. . ... 

---------------~--L-------
To: Director, FBI ATTENTION: 

Subject: 

Qt GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
LX CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
0 CRIMINAL SECTION 

0 INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

JAUES T. RUSSELL, 
STA'm A'rXOPJlEY t \, 
CLEAUUATEn, VLORIDA; 
JUDY CAllAUNA l?ETLlAt~toNI, o'lttl rndv .Ann 11nr:ma ~ Y!Ci¥J~n-l 

txcm (d}J ttr;--- O"DIH g CRA-64 
QPA OPE OPF . DE 

0 DAMV 0 DAMV -FR 0 CAA 
0 AP 0 IWFC 0 CWAA 

0 EID 0 Bomb Threats D Extremist Matters 
0 White Hate 0 Black 

Summary of Complaint: 

QFI 

~~ Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of a 
self•explanatol!Y LID-f. Also, enclosed for the Bureau aro 
the documents (2 mnnila folders) provided by 'Victim, 
PETRANroNI, 'lihich ore to be fo~·tarded to the u. s. Depo.rtmen 
of Justiea, Civil Rights Division, for their consideration. 

IlUlSmUch as the documents are ~te voluminoUs 
and soma of which arc of ~estionable ~tty and not 
conducive to eoppng, the Tampa Division is not copyi~ 
the documents onct the enclosures are tlte only eopy of 
the dC>cumants.reeeived. 
I~DIGE!S: 0 Negative [XSee Summary 

ACTION: UACB: 
(X} No further action being taken and 

• Buronu (Ene. 
1 • Tampa 
'lU:smt-T 

G) KJ LHM enclosed (. / @ Copy to: 
D FD-376 <Enc. to LHM> ' 

0 LHM being submitted \ · 
0 Report being submitted\ 

~ 0 Preliminary investigation ihstituted 
D Limited investigation insti~ted 
0 Investigation continuing ' 

Approved: ----------,-
Special Agent in Charge 
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- • • 
TP 44-2697 

~I ~=====-~~~~[NCORPORA~D 
CLEAR~ATER~ FLORIDA 
RICO -
(00: TAlfi?A) -
Tampa file-183·47 
.Bufile 183-370 

It is D.Oted that a reviet~ of this file indicated 
that ~ihen JUDY CARANNA (notv JUDY CARANNA PETRANTONl) lV'as 
intervietV"ed by Bureau Agents on June 182 1976, at Mobile, 
Ala ••• she ~ressb : fe;: :: due to ~one time close 
relatJ.onship w.ttl(_ _ _ -~ _] during t-nuch 
tim " er e erous act a.es he had in 
the she feels that if ca11ed to testify before 
the ra: she and her children should be protected 
against and his associates. 

InaslllUch as this complaint does not involve an 
allegation of brutality, no further investigation is being 
condUcted. 
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FD-350 (Rev. 10..19-77) • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Judy RetrantoniArrested 
For Illegally Taking Soh · 
By LYNNE PERRI I _ ... 
Sun Staff Writer ,"' • : get ad.:quate cdre in Pinel-

Extradition hearings were exiiected to be-' las. -
gin- today for U~e return of Judy Caranna- Mrs. Petrantoni said her 
Petrantoni, a 22-year-old city woman ar- daughter Stephal)ie, who 
rested Wednesday in Washington, D.C., and lives at 430 V1mdward Pas
charged . with illegally removing her son sage on Island Estates with 
from a state foster home. her two step.brothers and 

step-father .Angelo S. Her 2-year-old son Christopher had been "B:.:tdt" Petrantoni, _would 
placed in a Clearwater foster home last 

1 October pendi_ng a child.abuse investigation join .ler soon. 
by the state attomey!s office and the.Depart- Wednesday, Petrantcni 

th habT · Se · - flew to Washington to be with ~2~ of He~ and ~: 1 Itatlve rvtces ·ru3 wife. On l')rooation after 
Foster care was ordered after doctors pleading no centest in 1976 to 

reported bruiSes on Christopher's back and a county zoning bribery 
thigh that they said_ could not be explained charge, Petrantoni said he 
adequately by his parents. had pewjssion from his pro-

HRS officials were expected to fly to bation officer to remain in 
Washington today for a hearing in juvenile the capita! tor two weeks. 
court. • He said he is determined to 

HRS officals have informed Gov. Reubin take the custO<Iv case to the 
Askew of the case, and he reportedly has· FBI if necessary and ' 
asked to be kept abreast of the situa!ton. charged th.'1t local officials 

The warrant for Mrs. Petrarltoru's arrest.~ were persecuting him be
was teletyped Wednesday-afternoon to-Wash- · cause of his past. 
ington by the Pinellas County Sheriff's De- . .. , · . 
partment and she was··arrested in her hotel'rl The~ re ~ot gomg to,get 

1.-!-----·-·------~----- away wtth this anymore, he , 
room at 5 p.m. • said. If extradition could not 

Mrs. P~t~~ntoni, 'l'!ho ~ avoided, ''I'll jwnp my 
.· spent the rngh~ m a Washmg- ! - probation and ta.l.:e my !ami-

ton !ail, still w~. being ~eld ly to Costa Rica." 
on $?.000 bond t.us mor.,,wg, An angry Judy Petrantoni 
shertffs department spo~<es- rushed into the unlocked 
man ~terrill Stebbins said. foster home Saturday after-

Christopher has been noon, snatched her son and 
placed in foster care by the fled . to her. car parked 
Dcp3rt:i'!cnt cf Hu.:·nn."1 Rc- nearby police said. 
sources in Washington. ' 

He is taking medicat:on Sh7 repeatedly has denied 
daily becall.Se of sev~re head, ~b~:sm~ her son and HRS of· 
arm and eye injuties he sus- ftc1als m pece~ber labeled 
t~ned after falling from the the relatwns.~~~. be~"Yee~ 
s1xth floor of the Holiday Inn mother and ch~td positive. 
On the Beach last summer. However, after the unex-

Washington police said the i pl~ined brui_s:s in Octo~r 
infant was in good conditicn. : raised suspiCions of child 
However. his mother had abuse, Ctmstopher was or-

1 

taken Christopher to a dcred t? r~main in foster 
cliiidren's hospital in W~h- care tu1tll this summe~ when 
ington for further tests be- th~. case was expected to be ! 
cause she said she could nat reviewed. 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

CLEARWATER SUN 
~LEARWATER, FLA. 
na.Q"e.-lA -'-' 

Date: 2/16/78 
Edition: 

Title: 

Character: 
or 

Classification: 44r2 697 C 
Submitting Office:_iAMPA 

• R " __ .Lii!OEXEO --:z:-.J ,~ ..... ..,r: ..... ___ -z,. .. ~" '/l_--1 
S£RIALIZE~ r- ~ - "I./ \ 
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FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) • • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Mrs. Petrantoi1i Arrested ./n Georgia 
By LAURIN MARCH 
and LYNNE PERRI 
Sun Staff ,Writers 

A young mother sought bY. Pinellas County law enforce
ment officials for allegedly taking her son from a state foster 
home has: been charged with speeding and fleeing from police 
officers in Gwinilett County, Ga. 

Judy- Caranna Petrantoni, 430 Windward Passage, was 
arrested about 5 a.m. Thursday after a chase through four 
Georgia counties at speeds up to 95 miles per hour, said Jerry 
Poole of the Georgia State Police. 

Mr$. I?.etrantoni, 22, and her husband Angelo S. "Butch" 
Petrantoni were returning to Florida after Mrs. Petrantoni 
waived her right to an extradition hearing in Washington, 
D.C. 

Mrs. Petrantoni had taken her son Christopher to the 
capital after apparently snatching him from a Clearwater 
foster home. Christopher has since been returned to the state 
by officials' of the State· Department of Health and Re
habilitative Services (HRS), who have placed him in another 
foster home. 

The chase apparently started after the couple pulled into a 
service station off Interstate-85 in Banks County. They got $12 
worth of gas and left without paying, Poole.said. The station 
attendant called police, who stopped the Petrantonis shortly 
thereafter~ __ -~- _ -~ : --~----- __ . -; _ 

While' police questioned Petrantoni o~tside of the vehicle, 
his wife, who police had left in the passenger seat, started the 
car and drove away. She led police 25 miles through Banks, 
Jacksonl Barrow and Gwirinett counties before she was 
apprehended. 

Poole had heard radio broadcasts from pursuing officers 
and was waiting for h~r at the 1-85 interSection with Georgia 
Road 2o'. He said he had to maneuver his vehicle in front of 
hers before' she would stop. When he got out of his car she 
again tried to flee, he said, smashing the rear of his car and 
striking! a passing motorist, whose ~ar blocked hers 1 from 
furtl'\er escape, about 20 minutes after the chase had ~gun., 

"I can see that you follts-don't know how to drive," ,Poole 
said Mrs. Petrantoni told him after her arrest. _ j 

Mrs. :Petrantoni's son had bee~ placed in foster· care last 
Octobet: while the state attorney's office and HRS officials 
investigated the possibility of child abuse. · 
• The child, under medical carft after f_alling from the, sixth 
floor of a Clearwater Beach hotel last summer, .will be two 
years old Tuesday. ,. \ - · 

Mrs. Petrantoni is in 'Milledgeville, ·Ga., Central ,State 
Hospital.under court order, according to sheriff's deputies-in ., 
GWitiliett County.· Her husband· said she was recovering from~ I 
exhaustion and a miscarriage. Mrs. Petrantoni was four~ 
months pregnsmt. - Cl 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

CLEARWATER SUN 
Clearwater, Fla. 
PAGE 2A 

Date: 2/25/78 
Edition: 

Title: 

Character: 
or 

Classification: 44-2697 
Submitting Office: 'rAMP A 
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FD-350 <Rev. 10-19-77) 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) '"'- < · ~ 

Petrantonis 
~ don't--take·-=··. 
their \Noes 
lying dovvn-

,_ 

By SUSAN DENLEY : 
I' St. Petersburg Times Staff Writer I 

I I r 
FroJl} threatening fu create an interna· 

tional incident in sophisticated Washing
ton to kicking up a ruckus in cracker P,eor
gia, Judy ang Angelo P~trantoni were1 busy 
last week. i · 

. It was a study in contrasts - but not 
1 ~11• :: surprising to those who know the CleArwa

ter couple's flair for the dramatic grand ges
ture. 

Early in the week, the Petrantonis made 
the ·rounds of government office's in . 
W ~hington trying to win aid in their fight 
to have their 20-month-old son returned to 
theJl} from foster care. To anyone willing to' 
listen- even an assistant deputy 'at the 
Russian consulate - they told the story of 
the Pinellas power-wielders who they say 
have c~mspired against them. , 

THEY WENT to the Russian consul
ate, Petrantoni told a reporter in a tele
phon~' c.all, "to make an international 
incide~t." ' 

At, midweek, the Petrantonis were 

~Ever smce the city and county scanoals 
· came. to light, the Petrantonis have loudly 
_J>roclaimed · their innocence. They were 
frame~,- t~ey say, by .pow~~f~L political 
forces m Pmellas County. · ·-· · · 

f-.-~· Specifically, they blame George Ruppel · 
"T wealthy banker, onetime county commis~ 
-s10ner and longtime political moyer who . 

1 also was their partner in a limerock mine in 
: P~sco County. They say Ruppel, :through 
! Pmellas-Pasco State Atty. James T. Rus

se.ll, 'is persecuting them to gain control o( 
the mine and run them out of the.state. 

o ~ Russell and Ruppel have denied the aile· 
gations. But that hasn't stopped the tena
cious Petrantonis from writing to the FBI, 
picketing on the steps of the Pinellas Coun· · 
ty Courthouse and trying to get an appoint-

1 • m~nt with President Carter to complain ' 
a~out them. 

:• · ·RUPPEL. AND THE Petrantonis are 
slugging it out in federal court, where Rup
pel is trying to foreclose liens he. placed 
against the mine, win 'back money ',be lent 
the Petrantonis and fen!! off the IRS, which 
is claiming about $170,000 in back taxes ·and 
Social Security payroll deductions the 
Petrantonis allegedly never paid. • · 

(IRS closed the mine because of the 
unpaid taxes, but it is now being operated 
by a company under a lease.) • 

Ruppel's claim is based on more-than 
$1-million.in loans he personally extended 
to th'e Petra'ntonis to help them run the 
mine from J,une 1972-when he was intro
duced to the family by County Commission 
Chairman Charles E. Rainey - until·1975, 
federal court records show. · ' ' 

Although it is Ruppel who is out $1· 
million, Angelo Petrantoni sees himself as • 
the victim. 

. arrestJd in rural North Georgia for alleged· 
ly shdrting a gasoline station attendant 
J>y $1 and trying to elude police iri a high
speed chase. Petrantoni posted a cash bond 
that also serves as a fine. But his 22-year- AND THE spicy-tongued, flame
old wife was ordered to a state psychiatric. . ~mpered Petrantoni never gives up fight-
hospital by a judge, a slightly amused Law· • mg. · 

:rencev_iHe, Ga. police spokesman said. t. ~ ~ Now his fight is centered around his 20· 
• , In Pinellas offidaldom, there are some month-old son Christopher. 
.' who are amused, -others_who. wince at _the l Christopher came to officals' attention 

mention of the Petrantonis. The }'etranto- last July wheri he fell (rom a sixth-floor bal· 
·· ,..L . __ __ _ -- - _ • coqy p.t a Clearwater Beach motel. Severely 
~ •nis have been nothing but trouble to ma~y ' 1 injured, he survived, and his mother filed a 

•local officials. • $1-million damage suit against the motel. 
i First off, a firm owneabyUie"bearded;' ' The State Department)of Health and 
;·beefy Petrantoni and other fafuily me~· ~~ Rehabpitative. Ser':ices (HRS)' and 
. bers was at the center. of a q1earwater 91ty f t ~u~sell S office l!~Vesbg~ted the unusua~ 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

ST.PETERSBURG TIME~ 
St. Petersburg, Flc 

-Page 3B 

Date: 2/27/78 
Edition: 

Title: 

Character: 
or 

< Classification: 44-2697 -J 
Submitting Office: TAMPA 

Hall scandal in 1975 ·m wh1ch three h1gh· \ I mcident for poss1ble child abuse, but no 
ranking city officials lost their jobs. The _of- charges were filed, and Christopher was re- ':Em~;;;;~±~~~::;;::::;:_;_ 
ficials allegedly allowed thousands. ?f 1 turned to his mother. ISEARC · ·~ ..... ~ · 
dollars in overpayments to the Petrantoms' In October, Christopher was readmitted SERIALI it1G fJLED·----;:;;r/ 
firm under a utility-line contract. Two of to Morton F. Plant Hospital in Clearwater ----~~ 
the employees were later reinstated. -· With bruises ahd other injuries that his "par-

HENP
.ETRAN"'ONI dh' father e'}tssayw~resufferedinaseizure.relatedro MA~ 2 1C:7:{ 

T .!_ 3:n 1~ . h1s fall. H1s mother was.also admitted- toiiL-----1---------
were arres~d and c)l~ged w1t~ bnbl~g a ! -the hospital psychiatric ward;-Doctors diag- b6 
county -z~n!n.g tec~m~1an and with perJury.! nosed her as schizophrenic - a diagnosis 
After an m!tlal m1str1al, both late~ pleadedj ~he believe~ is par;of a conspiracy. She was 
no contest m exchange for probation. released from the hospital when doctors 

decided she was not dangerous, 
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.... • 
~ · of two pediatri-

cians, Christopher was released to HRS 
pending a- child-abuse investigation. He 
was placed in a foster home by a judge's or
der, with the case to be reviewed in June. 

T.he Petrantonis insist Christopher was , 
taken from them_ because of "politics." 
They have written letters to elected and ap
pointed officials in Tallahassee and 
Washington pleading for help. : 

'rwo .weeks ago, Mrs. Petrantoni found 
Christopher's foster home and forcib\y took 
him. She was arrested a few days later in 
Washington and released on bail. Christo
pher was returned to foster care. 

'l;he Petrantonis' trip to the Russian 
consulate was made, Angelo said, to draw 
attention to his plight. 

"IF WE DON'T get any help, we are 
going to make an international incident of 
the joke of President Carter's' stand on 
human rights," Petrantoni said, adding, 
"We·will be happy to move to Russia. 

· "As far as I'm concerned, to hell with 
t~e Ul!i_!ed S~tes .. ,. or with any country ' 

1 that would use a baoy lo '"play- political L games." 
---- --- - -------- - - ---- ______ ._ 

Angelo Petrant_oni: 'If we don't 
get any help, we are going to make 
an international incident of the joke 
of President Carter's stand on human 
rights. W(! wilfbe happy to move to 

Russia. As far as I'm concerned, to _j I hoU with lhe United Stams •• • or • · 
with any country that would use a 
baby to play political games.' 

- - ~___,. 




