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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

, -!!TED STATES PENITENTIARY 
LEAVENWORTH. KANSAS 

1~. J. E. Hoover, Director, 
Eureau of Investigation, 
Department o:f justice, 
·.iashington, D. c. 

Dear I.Jr. Hoover: 

llarch 2, 1931. 

/' 
/ 

Tie have a prisoner here, Robert Stroud, ReGister 
Number 17431, uho came to the institution charged uith 
murder. 

After he uas here auhile, he killed one or the 
Guards in the dining room and he is no'\"I permanently in 
Isolation. 

He is occupying himself by koeping up a lot of 
canary birds and eets some literature :from the :follouing: 

P. .A .• b Uicodenru.s, 5014 U. Ked vale .L'i.venue, Ch}ca£0; / 
H. F.Q;Von Dar.:nn, 898 Grand Street, Brooklyn, J:Teu York; 
Vim. G.OJcarlett & Companl,j. 729 E. Pr.Mt Street, Baltimore;' 

~pra·~t's Patent, Heuark, !:T. j.; and~illing anc:. Cor~pany, 
·'1004 s. California .b. venue, Chicago, Illinois. I' 

I uill appreciate anything you can set in 
reference to the reliability of these concerns. 

Very 
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Mr. ~. n. White, 
i7ardan, United Ctataa Pa:11tEt.'lt1at7

1 tea.venworth, ltansaa. 

Dear !!r. t1litc; 

Receipt is aeknowleclged of your l~tiiter dnted 
!!arch 2, rc1ati "rO to Hobert Strc-J.tl, n~1ster llo,. 1'1481. 

In c:cmxplbtno$ with your rcqueat that you co 
1'urn!shea with ~Y information ave.il.c;;bla rolntive to tho 
reliability ut Qerta1n tirms named in your letter, you 
nre ad'fised that I have instructed the Oh:t.cego, Haw York 
and Y/aahingto:J., D.o., tield ottioes ot the :Bureau to make 
1~quir1es relativo to these concerns and to t~mit the 
result ther~of' to tbe Allnaas 01 ty Bu.reau oft'! co, in ordel" 
that 1 t may :tn turn be CO!nl.:11.lllicated to 1ou. 

Dirootozo. 

, I 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 

REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MAflE: PI!:RIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 

Tl'n.E: CHARACTER OF' CASE: 

I?HI•ll\: H IH U. s. J!,.',_ I~,J;:tllltt 
L-1.A.Vaf:·a)~J:B, X. .Nat~ 
.::n:sc:, I.L.lt..OUS 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: l!~illl..> ot n. :F. Von Dmmt, t"d• 1"ound•d in 18158, Bl.J. 
this ttma located at stS-908 Grand st., ~oklyn, 

DETAILS: 

u. Y. lir.n of' Spratt '• ?at~n.t, don ling in tledicines 
tor \J.o&a, ~;~riel' ~d other house petn, tounded ao 
ye&.r~ :-lt"O in :•:ewark, ~i. J. \'.ith dt:.xot at zan .t'r-...u.~.oi~co 
and. f&ctor1f,5 in L1..Ter);IO()l p.d l..ond.on, .lJ.I.:lend. 

c. 

m.'TAI!S.: ~!f hi100KLYtft. !f• Y., 

On cs.rch l9_. l9t$l., .. !.,gflnt wae £:dviaed by ;.~r. vtto )). tothe that •• 
finn Ot ll. j1'• V"Oll Demzat located ':lt S9S.g()S O.ran~l : .. t. t D'.moklyn, ::. !' •, is in 
the hay, graiTt, aeeel, :taed,. ~t &toe~ ~::Ud tarden supplieS. buain~as, i'~tmded by 
Harry ·,illi8llt Von l.l8IIU in la5e, now the property ot Ha.ry F. "ton ~. grandson 
ot th& t'ounder; that this tim haa eJ.wa7• bee. on the same premi•••• that it 1• 
tb.e regul~r cut4ton.. of this :t'irm to aend to their clients all OTer tha United 
:.:.tates price l1a'ts and e.dTCJrtiseJaonts or new p:repal."ations, especially in the 
line ot canary birds anc other pets. 

Inquiri!fls in the imraediate neighborhood con:t'i:rmed tihut l.w. i\Oth• 
told ..'.!{;ant, nho hed occaa1o:n to ~o eround in the l~rg~ store u.nd Terify as to 
the articles that are i'or sel-.:: there. 

Vl1 1:/U'ch ~, 1931, Agent enterE~t~ the lttgc stoM ot ~prc.tt 's l:Ja.tllnt 
located at Congress and .Ta.fteraon :.:trt:ets, ~~wttrk, i·l. J., and was informed by 
tha e:irl ut the awiteh'bou:rd thut tbie :rinn has u ®pot at 8t.n J:'r..:.nciaco, Cal. 
and .ff..ctorie& iu Liverpool aad London, -,nt;lu.nd, the finn boin?' Lbout SO yeF-rs 
old. ~or.:.e li tert.. ture securtJd by .t.gen t on. th~ pr&m1s&a * ~hi ch al•.,. non ::;~u.de pt'!l't 
o:r th ~' ~?~ York o1'1'1ca i'ile, Bhor. th~·t this i'irw n:-anut:lcturm:: t.n]J-th:tng pe~&~.in-
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ing to the breedine of dogs, also canary feed and other hoUEe pets. 

The tele~hone operator further advised ~ent that it is the 
practice of their rixn1 to advise their customers in all parts of the United 
States and England aa to new preparations for the feeding and c~re of dogs and 
other pets, this literature being sent to the clients about once a month. 

CLOSED 



·• ~· 

~·re 
6;::'-2~004-3 

-
?•JC0I- ... ..Gi~ lfarch 30,. 19.31 ... 

Special !gent in Charee,. 
~~e~ of I~vestisation) 
905 Federal. Reserve B&ll: Duilding, 
Xanaas Citft Mitsouri. 

Re.ference is made to the r~?t>ort o:f' SpeaiaJ. 
Agent w. Rt' P3lotn,""4, dated :Jt.rc!l. 24, 1'931; :1.t :.lew Yor!: 
Ci·~1 relating t>J tl1~ c:::.co cnti~ed ~..OD~ STl~'j'!JD.t 
~~lson*r L~ United Statec ~ouitentiar,r1 LeaveQworth, 
Kansas; Miseellaneoue. Thill is to advise that the 
inveJtigation concerning Robert Stroud was h1itiatcd 
at the ~"'ecr.Iest of \?a.I.'den 't" ? • lt1i t.:a of the Uui tGd 
Sta.tee ?eni'Mntie.ry, LeaTenwort111 A:ancns, and he •~s 
adviaed t11at th•:J r.u~cssE:al""J inquiries 'rlould be j.l.!lQ.a b;r 
the Bureau offices and reports aubmitted to your offic~ 
for tran&ai'ctal to him. 

It is tnere:f'ore wgt;eatad that a cQp;y o:f the 
report Mentioned above oo tran$.mlt.tad to Ur. lfuite £or 
his intor-.tllation. 

Director. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 

REPORT MADE AT: 

Kansas City, !.:o. 

TITLE: '(} 

ROBlJ!ii 3rR01J1), 

Kansas City. 

1 

DATE WHEN; MADE: 

3-24-31 
I 

• 
File !Yo. 62-583. 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 

3-20 and 21-31 !.I. T. Little, liJ" 

CHARACTER OF' CASE: 

U. s. P.ENIT.::~TI.ARY NO. 17431. !.5. scellaneous. 

--------------------------------------------------·--------------------------------1 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

DZT.llLS: 

E. J". Powell, C .P .!!... , and Frank 3. l?ark, l' -~.,., 

!'resident, Frank E. l?ark Printing Con!Jany, . 
Kansas City, m. ssouri, have corresponded ":'fi th "1 tt) (I 'f' 
the subject on business I!l_atters only. Subject "" ~ ' 
is a chemist and eX!Jert on canary bird diseases 
and contributeo articl~s ret:ularly to "The 
Eoller Camr:y- J"ourm.tl and Bird :·.'orld"; w..anufac- I 
tures and distributes "Stroud's Specific", a bird 
medicine, through a friend - :_~s. Della H. J"ones, 
1345 E. Tenth Street, ~~nsas City, ~~ssouri. 

c. 

At Kansas City, l.!issouri. 

This investigation is predicated upon a request made by !Jr. 
T. B. r.hite, "./arden, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, as contained 
in a letter dated ?::arch 2nd, 1931, wherein it is stated that the above nfliD.ed pris­
oner is confined in pe~anent isolation in the Leavenworth Penitentia_~ and corres­
ponds with E. J". :Powel~, 601 Central Exchange Bui~ding, and the Frank E. Park Print­
ing Company, 213 ~. Eighth Street. ~arden 7mite requested that the reliability ot 
the above named correspondents be determined. 

DE:TAILS: .Agent interviewed 1.::-r. Frank :s. Farl{:t President, Frank E. Park 
Printine Company, 213 ~. ZiGhth Street, who stated th~t the corresponoence had 

by him and his colhpany with the S'l.lbject has been of a business nature only; that 
the com:pany has in the past several months printed nUIUerous labels, envelopes, lette"~ 
heads and pamphlets for the subject, all o~-w~h printed matter relates to a bird 
medicine, the trade mark name for which isP"Stroud's Specific"; that arrangements 
for the printing of the above described matter have always been :n:ade by l::J:'s. Della 

cu •IE~ l.JES'fH.Oi.b:U 

] 11 11 
II O U l ~n.d. ~ ~ -- DO NOT WRITE: IN THESE SPACES 
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I£. jones, 1545 E. Tenth Street, Kansas City, Missouri, which is the address 
shown in the printed matt~r as the plac~ from which "Stroud's $pacific" may 
be purchased. Mr. Park stated that before· hi-s company undertood the printing 
of the matter in question he made inquiries ~d investigation to be certain that 
his company would not become involved in t;mY difficulty through the printing of 
the labels, et cetera, for a prisoner in Leavenworth Penitentiary and that he 
insisted upon, and received, payment in advance for the work ~one which payment 
has been made by Mrs. Della M. jones, above mentioned. Mr. Park stated that 
he is not acquainted with the subject, has never seen him and that all corres­
pondence had by him or his company with the subject has been of a strictly 
business nature. 

One copy each of a pamphlet describing "Stroud's Specific", 
two labels, an envelope bearing the trade mark above mentioned, and a copy of 
letterhead bearing the swme trade mark, were furnished· to the writer by Mr. 
Park and are attached to the_ copy of this report for Warden White. 

Inquiry in the neighborhood where the Frank E. Park Printing 
Company does business disclosed that the finn has been in its·present location 
for a number of years, is thoroughly reliable and transacts a reasonably ~arge 
amount of business. Inquiry at the records division, police department, dis­
closed that I~. Park has no criminal record. 

Agent contacted Mr. E. j. Powell, 601 Central Exchange 
Building, who is a Certified Public Accountant, as evidenced by certificates 
displayed to the writer by Mr. PoweLl, who stated that he became acquainted 
with the subject about two years ago through the latter's interest in canary 
birds. Mr. Powell stated that he is the editor of 11The Roller Canary journal 
and Bird World" and has held various offices in the International Roller Canary 
Breeders Association of which he is at present the secretary; that the subject 
is a regular contributor of scientific articles to the above journal and like­
wise advertises "Stroud's Specifictt in said journal. Mr. Powell stated that 
the subject receives no pay whatever for the articles contributed by him and 
is charged the regular advertising rates for the advertisements which the sub­
ject causes to be published in said magazine, the payments therefor being made 
by the subject's mother, Mrs. E. ;r. Stroud, 1;355 E. Tenth Street, or by Mrs. 
Della M. ·;rones, 1345 E. Tenth Street. r~. Powell stated that he has visited 
the subject on but one occasion, namely on january 18th.or 21st, 1931, at wh~ch 
time he conversed with the subject on scie~ti;t:'ic and business matters only; that 
in his, Mr. Powell's, opinion, subject is a brilliant man, a chemist and expert 
upon the subject of treatment of canary birds. However, 1~. Powell stated that 
as a result of the one interview he had with tha subject he is convinced that 
the subject is ••• "in the right placen, and would be a dangerous man to be at 
large. 

\ 
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3. 

Mr. Powell furnished to the writer a copy of the 1Wxch, 
1931 issue of "The Roller Canary J"ournal and Bird World tt and on page nine 
thereof appears a scientific article contributed by the subject. 1~. Powell 
also furnished one copy each of two letterheads, being the official stationery 
of the International Roller Canary Breeders Association and the journal above 
mentioned, all of which are attached to the copy of this report for Warden 
White. 

Continuing, Mr. Powell stated that about a year ago canary 
bird breeders in the United States were heavy losers of canary birds through a 
mysterious disease which expe~ts were at a loss to diagnose; that the subject 
made experiments in the penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, as a result of 
which he announced a cure for the disease in question and this cure is the 
medicine, trade mark name of which is "Stroud's Specific" and which is des­
cribed as an avian antiseptic. 

Mr. Powell further stated that he would place the name of 
Warden White upon his mailing list and would forward to him each month a copy 
of the bird magazine above described, indicating therein the articles contri­
buted by the subject for the information of the Warden. 

Agent conducted inCVJ.iries in the building in which Mr. 
Powell's office is located f~m which it was learned that 1~. Powell is a 
highly respected business man and has occupied his present office for a 
number of years. Inquiries at the record division, police department, dis­
closed that 1~. Powell has no criminal record. 

CLOSI!ID. 
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Form No.1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 

REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MA[!J;i:: 1 

I c CHI CAOO. IIJ.JNOI s 
I ~·TITLE: 0 

T •. F. MUI.I.EN 
CHARACTER OF CASE: 

t ROBERT STROUD MISCELLANOOUS 

co 
l 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

REEERENCE: 

P• A~iOod-•• 5014 N,Ksdvale Avenue• 
Chi aae;o• engaged in raj, sing canary birds 
for sale,. and bears good -reput~t1on• 
H.Trilling and Co.m.panr• 1004 s .. cal1torn1a 
Avenue ,Chi ce.go, are wholesale dealers ill 
seeds, and appear to be reU.able-. 

Direotorts letter of March 13th, 1931. 

DE~IlS: The letter of reference enclosed copy of letter from T.B• 
· Wh1 te1 Warden, United States :F8n1tentiary1 Leavenworth 7 Kansas, dated March 2nd• 

1931, requesting that investigation be made at Chicago c cncerning the reliability 
of P. A-. NioodeiilUs,, 5014 North Kedvale Avenue ,Chi cag>, and the Trilling and Compan 
1004 South California Avenue, Chicago,.Illinois, who ~ave been corresponding with 
subject STROUD, known as prisoner nUI!lber 1743lf at Leavenworth Peni tentiaryo 

Inquiry developed that P. A• Nicodemus,0014 N.Kedvals Ave. 
Chicago~Illinois is a printer by 'occupation, and raises canary birds as a side 
line, which business is known as the .American Live Canary,. It was ascertained tha 

DETAI~ is a middle aged man~ and that his business is that of a nominal inves1ment, 
I consisting of : equipment and a snell number of canarieso He appears to be fav~ 

ably regarded inpersonal respects, and has average ability. 

· . H~rilli~ and Company, 1004 s •. California Avenu~.Chicago., 
deals in wholesale seeds• ~illing is the propr1eto~. He is tift~ nine . 
years of age~ of RUssian descent but a naturalized .Americe.n citizen,, and has been 
in the seed business at the above address since 192'6. Previous to tllat time he 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 

Bureau - 2 
lES . DESTRO~.Ci t:r-2 

:;feV Yorksl 
JUL 2~ l~ash.Fd r.•l 

·Chicap 2 
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was locate<\ at 1825 South C&nal st.Ch1 cago; in the same bU$:J ness. The :f'il"lll o:f' 
H.Trilling and Company is considered to have a net worth of ~ -from $35$:000 to 
$45,000 and from what agent could learn Mr.Trllling and th~ ~ "illing Oanpany 
enjoy a good reputation. . . 

. This matter is being kept pending a-t Cbicagot awaiting- · reoe~~ <If re~J~ts from 
the auxilliary ot'f1ces0 • ~ J -1' 

• I . I 

UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 

KANSAS CITY OFFICE: Upon receipt of similar reports covering investigations made 
by the washington Local and New York O:f'1'1ces1 the Kansas City office will tranam1 t 
results of this investigation to War<len To B. Wh1 te; at the u.s.Pen1tent1817~ 
Leavenworth t Kansas. -

PENDING 



~!l!lCil 
62-~5f.>~4-5 

April a, 19~1. 

Special .Agent in Charge, 
Sureau ot !nveetig&tiont 
Box 140!)• 
Chicago, lllinois~ 

Dear S.b."i 

With retereuee to tho Ca$& entitled ROBERT 
STROUD,- r.u.ecellaneons~ your file 62-13$21 your atten ... 
tion iJS olllled to the r~.port of Special Agent T. 1. 
Mull•n• dated at Ohi.cago1 lll.inois, tiarch :3·J1 1931. 

!t ia noted .f'rom Agent M".lllen' o repo).-t that 
this ease is being kept )ending in Chicago, a~aiting 
receipt or report~ r~om auxiliar.1 offices. An examina­
tion or the Bureau file in thi$ ea$e discloses that 
auxiliar;r offices in tbis inYeeti~ation have carried 
themselvee aa the otriee of origin and, atter submitting 
eopiel of the.ir raporte to the 7\aneas Ci"GY otriee• have 
proper~ closed the ease. .Aceordingq,you ere authorized 
to o1o~e t':lilf caee at your o:f'fic·•· 

l'' 
'\ I ~ "'-

Very truly yours, 
Fvl." the tir,:;ctol"1 



2JL ff§. @wm:±nt.eu± .of Wus±ttt 

~ur:eau: .of ~nfr.esfigcrlhnt 

• 
905 Federal Reserve Bank Building, 

Kansas City; Missouri • 

Director, 
Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of ~ustice, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

.April 2, 1931. 

Receipt is acknowledged of your communica­
tion dated March 30, 1931, regarding the case entitled 
ROBERT~TROUD, Prisoner in United States Penitentiary, Leaven­
worth, Kansas, Miscellaneous. 

Please be advised that a copy of the report 
submitted by Special .Agent W. R. Palmera, New York City, March 
24, 1931, was furnished to the Warden at the United States 
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, under date of March 26, 
1931, and on this date copy of a report submitted by Special 
.Agent T. F. Mullen, Chicago , Illinois, dated March 30 , 1931, 
was also furnished to the ;;arden of the United States Peniten­
tiary at Leavenworth. 

Upon receipt of additional reports in 
connection with this matter, copies thereof irlll be immediate­
ly transmitted to lJir. Uhite for his information. 

Very truly yours, 

O?.J:/.~ 
R~ G. HARVSY, 

Acting Special Agent in Charge. 

RG!1-c. 
K.C.File !62-583-
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REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE I!IY: 

Washingto91_, D. c. 4/3/31 ~ 4/1/~ · s. · w. Hardy-'· ' · . :MR 

TITLE• P. A.#mcuDEMOS, q~icago, H. F.vVONDAMM, Broo~l-cHARACTEROFCASE•, 
LTI;r, N.Y. WILLIAM G~CARLETT & COivTPANY1,.JUU.TIMOID, MISCELLANEOUS . 
MA.RYLAND,~PRATT'S PATENT, NEWARK, N. ;r. ~ILLING · Information CO~cerning. 
& CO~~ANY, Chicago, Ill. 

svNoPsis oF FACTs: William G. Scarlett & Company is a lee£i tima te ·business con-
cern located at ?29-735 East Pratt Street,. B&l:J;iinore,, Maryland, 
which is in the comndssion house district near the water fronto . 
I-t is in the wholesale seed, poultry and p_~_g~on· .fee.d:,busin.ess. t-\ 
and bas operated from these premises for many yearso , ~ 

R.u.c. fo 2- ~ S u v 

REFERENCE: Bureau letter dated March 13, 1931 to the Chicago Office. 

D.ETAILS: Letter of reference requested a brief inquiry be made by 
the Washington Field Office regarding William .G. Scarlett and 
Company, 729 E. Pratt Street, Baltimore,. Maryland, and that the 
result be furnished to the Kansas City Office for transmittal 
for the Warden o·f the U. s. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, IJ:ansas, 
in connection with Robert"q:;troud, a prisoner in th~t institution. 

The Baltimore City and Telephone Directories reflect that 
William G. Scarlett and Company are wholesale seedsmen, puultry and pigeon feed , 
dealers located at ?29-735 E. Pratt Street and 205-207-209 E. Falls Avenue, 
Baltimore, Waryland; phones, Plaza 3416-3417-3418-3419; that William G. Scarlett,--~­
the owner, resides with his wife,, Ella H. Scarlett and their son William Go 
Scarlett, ;rr., who is· a student, at 420 Greenway Street, Baltimore, Md., residence 
phone, University l463o 

DETAILS: Special Age:rit Morris D •. Traub advised he had personal know-
ledge of this firm; that it is a large business concern, conducting a legitimate 
business in wholesale seeds, poultry and pigeon feeds a.nd is located in the com­
mission house district of Baltimore near troe water front. 

The \~shington Field office has Baltimore City Directories 
dating back to 1920. These were scrutinized and recite that William G. Scarlett 
has been in the wholesale seed, paul try and pigeon feed business as far back as-,-: 
that year. 

REFERRED UPON CO:Th.1PLETION TO OFFICE OF ~~~TE IN THESE SPACES 

AIPROVII:D AND (.l I / Ad~ RECORDED AND INDEXED: 
FORWARDED: ~ ·" N ~ SI'ECI":;.~=GE ts2.--2S/) ~ /'~?R Jl. 'J '931 
~-----A~~~~~~~~~~~~~-----~-~s~~~~=u~~=~~~ -~~~3\h~l 

.._,/' CoPIBS OF' ]:HIS REPORT P'UIIINISHED TO: ' • ·: ·""~ ,.., 'l 0 ~jjl ' w~a 1 ~ (J II 
~ =:~ Cit~Wa'~'~ U.S.Pen.,Leavenworth) ~- -- ,._,' I. •'L JA~-.- ,· 

~
,;,y;r--- DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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1 New Yo Roiii'EO:_.~- _ .. ~.~ ~ ·r·' . . ·.?a Chicago v--' il., • 
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Mr. T. B. White, Warden, . 
United Stetes Penitentiary, 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Dear Sir: 

;/ "'J. ··~· 
~1:: ~ 

Re! 
() . 

:Robert stroud 
Miscellaneous 

·, .._ .,) ~ECEIV£0 

APR 141931 An 

April 2, 1931. 

Kansas Cit;, ~'ile #62•5e3 .... 

I am transmitting attached hereto for your information 
copy of report dated March 30, 1931 submitted by Special A~ent 
T. F. Mullen, Chicago, Illinois, in connection with the cose 
entitled above • 

RGH-obc 
CO-DUBEAU-

Encl. 

Very truly yours, 

R. G. HARVEY 
Acting Special Agent in Charge. 

~ 

hj.·t! . _q 

· •. 

~· ( 
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cAse: ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO, ILLI:nrs. 
RE!'ORT MADE AT: 

e--rr cJ.:iGJ, ILL. 

SYNOPSIS oF FACTS: 

I 
DATE WHEN MADE: 

4-lo-Sl 
I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: I RE!'ORT MADE BY: 

4-14-51 1 'i'. ::::'. : ::rJIJ.-r-::a 
- .. ~ ~ - -~- --~ 

CHARACTER OF CASE: 

Auxiliary offices completed their investi~-tions 
in above natter end submitted reports closing 
seme. There bein~ no ~urther leads this cese is 
being closed. 

c -

Bureuu le-tter d~.o.ted .c' .. pril 8, 1£<51. 

~':.<.!.' CHIC.WO, ILLn;.::>IS 

c:r 

'~ -! 

D '}~ r_\,. \~•: 

Letter o~ re~erence sets ~orth th~t nuxilir.rJ o~~ices 11aye sub­
:mi tted closing reports on thio subject nf,tter. T"ncre bcin~ no further le~ds 
in this district, this case is therefore beinc closed. 

DETAILS: 

2.-.Eure::m 
l-E:£>nsns City 
2-Chicc.go 

- CLOS::ID -

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

I • 
I ' -- - -

JACKETED: 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ROUTED TO: • • _r 

' • I 

,.· 

, .. 
( . 
\_ 
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Form::-ro.1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT' 

REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE:: PERIOD FOR WHICH MAD£. REPORT MADE BY: 

4/25/31 4/3&13/31 s. w. HARDY 
.___ _______ .. ________ _ 

TITLE:P. A. NICOD:ErY:US, CHICAGO, n.L.; 
H .. F. ·VON D.Al.~!.~, BROOKLYN, N. Y.; 

CHARACTER OF CASE: 

~'lll:LI!J! G~· SCt..P.LETT & CO., B~~':'Dr:ORE, ~.'D.; 
Sl'RGT• S P l:.T'&n:, NE'.V'ARI:, N. J. ; 

----;:-·':RIU;INJ. a.-co-.--,-c:utntoo, nL-.;- - - ---~---

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

R~iort received trom R. G. Dun & Co. on :Peter 
. .A.! Uicodemus, 5014 1;. Kedvale Ave., Chic:::eo, 

~Ill, and~_...rl:JICSD. Trilling &. Co., 1004 s. Calif. 

----------, 
I 

. I 

DJ.:;T.AILS: 

·- Ave., Ohieago, lll.; seed reports being tumished 
the nrnsas IJi ty O.L'fi ce herawi th • 

Report of Special ;,gent G. w. Ea:rdy, Weahington 2 D. c., dated 
~/3/31. 

Report ot Peter .. ·u Ilic.:::demus and ~..-. Trilling S:. Co., b·::!tlA of 
Chica~, n!.., have been received from R. G. Dun & Co., and are beins furnished 
the Kar.~as •Ji ty Oi'J'ice with copies of this report. 

The D..m report of .t eter A. ~ricodcmus, 5014 U. Y.edvale ~;.ve. , 
Chicago, Ill., reflects that Nieodamus does business under the style "American 

•. 

Live Canary", is :married, middle ... aged, lcrne.rican born, has resided at the above 
an~ess for several years, is emplo7ed as a printer and raices birds a~ a side 
line; that he has only a n•;,minal investment, consisting o"l? equi;>ment ar:d e. s:nsll 
nurr~er of canaries; is not believed to be owing other than current bills; is the 
reputed owner ot his home, described as & frame cottage, valued at about ';6,000, 
said to be enc~~bered, and held jointly by him ani his wife, and not deemen readily 

DETAir.s: available as a c-:--ed.it as~et; is not 1-;:n•)Wl1 to have '-!11.7' banlci~~ l)om.ect-ronc 
or to possess outside :n~ans of o. tanGible nature; ;:._,:,pe5rs favorubl~l re.:::e:rtleJ. in 
all IJ~rsv:t.a.l respects; consioered v:!' averat!>e ability; nv r·reviow:: fire loss or 
:record. 

The Dun r6:;;Jort o1' Lyrr:an ?rilline '-' c;o., wholesale seed C•-l.':3ine~s, 
l~·C·4 ..... •:;ali£. :_ve:., '}t ic::. ;p. Ill., r0flccts t1 :c:J.~ !-:yml".n a:;;.rillin,:: is the '"'1'v?!"iet,:>r 
t: ~rE;vt, that he is c.bc ;:.rt. 0:1 :;cars of ~ge, a nidowsr of i':Ussic.J. u£·scent Lut nt~.t-

,, 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

1
· 

APPROVED AND ~---------- - -----· - - ---j - ~ n -~ -;_· -. ~J-_ -,---:- -- 7·-·; RECORDED AND IN~E_i<EIJ:"I 
FoawARDD~b·r·-o ~hl\ _r: _ . .... _ \,... speer,. .. AGENT 1, 1 _. / \ .:) J. -: . 1 . :·!::' .:- .- -,o : 

.£1-0 A.~~~~~~ IN CHARGE . - -/ ~ ' 4,.._.': i-.· tj , , ..,... t ~"" ~ • ,-, J. · "' • I 

1 JUL 2V 19cJ~PIESOFTHISREPORTFURNISHE_D_T_O_:----~--' -='--..·BUREAUOF-Ii-iv£STfc:;;;;TION - - r-CHECKEDOFr-: - -- -- I 

£-Bureau [' -.lP.ci<Ei'eD-: ---- ~-

3-J:<:a:U.;;a.;:; Ji-~;;- (l , ;a,.ru~:r;. us ; -e!J.i~~:ltlax;,- at DEPARTME~T oF JusTicE 1 _ 
Ls a-..~t-:- ,r:.-:::- t :J) RouTeD To: Fr~;.e:--~~~~ ---

- ..... ~ ~ . - /" 
1-Chicago :-r · -· · · / 
2-~1as r. -.- -



• 
... -.:.-

• -

uralized, that for scme ti1r.e he was associated with Louis Liv:i,ngstono at 95 s. 
Cru:.el Bt., Chi~.ago 1 Ill., that. in 1909 the bus iness we.s r:-oved to 1825 s. Canal 
st., and to the present address in November, 1926. H~~~ ~1Tilling is assisted 
in the business by a son. 

'· 

A tinsncial statement ot H. Trilling & Co. as of January, 1931 reflects 
assets of $53,655, liabilities $9,1C5, net worth, $44,749. Real estate at 
1004 s. Calito~ia Ave., Chicago, Ill. valued at t-22,0CO, mortgaged for t4,500 
andl822 s. Clifton Psrk Ave., Chicag9, Ill., valued at $13,500t mortgaged for 
$4,000, are held in the na;:1e of R.-::crilling. according to a financial statement 
signed by H. Trilling. The business of H. Trilling &_. Co. is given close atten­
tion and said to be in fair volume. 1.-ir. Trilling is persc·nally well regarded 
and said to have a good l:nowledge of' the wr.olesale seed 'business, acoordi n,0 to 
the investigation of R. G. Dun & Co. The business occupies a two stcry brick 
building. 

REFERR...'GJ) UPON COMPLETION TO OFFIC!!1 OF ORIGIN. 
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December 4, l93l. 

k. T,. B. Vlhite1 
Warden, 
United States Penitentiar)~, 
Leavenworth, Kansas., 

Dear Tcmu 

I am in receipt of yow" l&tt.ar or Decemoar 
21 1931, relaT.iYe to Miss DellarJonas and her 
association with Prisoner Roberti~troud, Who is in 
isolation in the Leavenworth Pen.\tentiar,y. 

I h~ve instructed the Kansas City office of 
the fr.1.-rea.u to •ake immediate inquiries concerning the 
reputat,ion ani ~etivitieo of Mi~s Jones, and am :U.so 
having inquiriee :rcade at .S~elbyville1 Indiana. When 
information concerning her is received, ! shall be ver,r 
f~la:i to promptly :f.orw~rd ! t to you. 

With be~t personal regarde1 I am 

v~~ t~ yours, 



'• ... 
-.~:··: . . : ( ·-

FonnNo.1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT r::..:::s;...s CI:'7, ).~ISSOUP.I FILE NO. 62-542: ('·r~_ 
_... .... ·.,-- :: 

I DAT.C: WHEN MADE:: 

112/29/Z-1 
-~---------------'-

REPORT MADE AT: 

Cincinnati, Ohio ! 
P~IOD FOR WHICH MADE: 

12/24./31 ••• :,. :- -z:~.::n .. ·J ~ P,..~-3 
,- ~ I . r 

- --------------------------~~---~---1 

REPORT MADE BY: 

I 
CHARACTER OF CASE: 

. •• - ·-,...? ·-· 
I!rif'CJF~ 1 ... TIO!; 0(''·IC.J<J~L.~fJ. - . . ~~ ··' 

"I"ITLE: 

I -------·-·- -------· -------- ----------- - ----------------------------------1 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: The Joues family at ~ne1byville, lltdana 
enjoys good standing in the car.munity. 

D.t.Ti..ILS: 

DETAILS: 

Fr-?6. J"on~s, a son, i .s a r:terr.ber of the 
Stc.:t0 .C o1ice i,e:,Jar~~~nt. Delle. Jom"'s 
n!.s .!'or years r~ised t:l!<i sold cun:.ir'.f 
birrls. ;:;;1E- b~.>.C[U:-1~ ncqu:iinted v:ith Ii·:>bert 
::::tro-...d th:rouf,h this busines:;:; s.:--.e irJi8!' i tt-d. 
m0r.ey throu .. :i..i hAr i'&tller'::- estt-.tt: ::utd left 
;;;;:olbyville ttbout oue ye3.r ~.<;o to f'o1lo\'; 
the bird busir..ess, unaistu"·bec"l. ~he is 
still t~rried to Lee J".mes Hlthoni<:h t.Uerr: 
c·1ve bE.·rJn u,;:;1<;3st ic 1ii 1:'f'er~m(~·, ·s f'or ::;ever' 1 
y.3:. ·r ··.. ii0r ~;:~:r~l -'-'E:.:..:ut::>.tion is ;;·oc-6.. 

- r;:. u. e. -
Bur9S.U letter dated Dec·.:lJber ·1, 19~:1. 

.'.ftcr u.:kin:_- :::€ver~l careful ir..c-ttirie; r. 1-bou.to t;.:.~..:: dt~r, 
it 1'-~'.s tU~.CC'7r:rc.r_1 t.h:.: 't ~"re ·:l J"ones, u 1ioutc:!~,nt ._.,f' tl.-~ !r;·:iian::- ,:.tut-?­
J.Cllice, is::· son c•f ,;ell~ J'o::::.•:-r- ~110 c-njo:.~z. f : ,;.oo:.- :i.'·:J.) •.lt·ftt ~.on t'<:: c•· · · - ~ 
Lee J.Jr.•:: s , his f'~ther ~nd tile hu~;l•8.r.J. oi' Dell<: J'or.:os. 

George Youn.;, ?osti:ll!'• ster, c;~dd th~t Delle. ;T:me-s :ts th0 
:':itc of:I.·:::e .Ton~s, t:a.~a..:b.:;E: n, ;;-,t ~~ . L·i.~~_ml:lin St:· -:.·E·t

1 
Sl.eli.:,.,.lill~·, 

Indiona. E!7 has two l;o:,.·s. Lr. J"onF:S enjoys }';_ ,c·oor.t L"t.>.t'u·~ation ~::;;: 
do "';~1e u<:>ys. Della J":mes on 6/?r:;>/2S, r~:-:ntcc F ax -~~;-:.b':l >li:shirw to 
:~CtVe_ t: J!l~.ce t~ r f!CCiV € her r-C:il ·r.;'i>:>r•1 it c·o•.lld n nt !)(; •. 1i :;{,tl:.~t- · ~·. • • 

\..:\ l'.U.: .. cl }) £,:j i Y.-0 l .ll.lJ 

1 _ JuL 2a WD4 _ - - - ·-- ----~--~~ 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 

~ E-l.i.rt3C1l 

;.;; 1) inc·. i m .. r~t :L 

pO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

SPECIAL AGit.N'r 
JN CHARGE! L 

~- -----~;----- ----------;---;::R::::E-::cCO"'R"'D;::;E;::D::-:-AN;:-;D:=-;IN;:-;D;:o;E;::X~E:;:D·:-

~~ 
-,~_~,_\ -~- ' 1/-1-=::=:----

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION CHECKED OFF: 

.IACKEI'ED: 

DEPARTMENT OF .JUSTICE 

I ROUTf D "1"0: I FILE 

I 
·. J , I 

-~---- ---------~-~-~------------------~----------------------~------------~~~ 
'f-1323 
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Gh~ ~:ept this box until 1!::/11/~o. DlrilJ.f: this period, she r•.;ceived ~ il 
frcz:. ~!ll1ss.:: City. .~t ShBlb::·"Tillo, sh~ 1.aB interE:ste,:J in the r~izin;: ::.:..n:j 
s~le oi: can:'ll"'"..l birds in u ~ir.::.ll WU"'.:J... Ht: hesra that soMaon8 hail or:s·ne.:1 

t1.e winCiows of her home and lJerJJ:dttec1 the birus to EJSC8..f'e, on one occa­
aion. ~.Ir. Yo•.mg did not know f•n:rthin£ dotriZ"..mtcl to th9 ~·:Jr~ ~hr:_ru-ctor 
of t:rs,. Jones .. 

Cl~ude Cherry, County Clerl:, said that "B'red J"ones of the 
St~te rolice, is ~- son o:r Della J"ones,. ?here has been a·::r:FJ8tic tr0:.tblt: iu 
the fmniJ.y but there lins not been ::.n.y divorce suit filE<d Jurin~ th8 ::;;<2.st 
trJo :,~e~r:::. H::: !::new not. hint.; :;.;:;:uinr~ t the .,,orAl ch~•t>acter of !:rs • J'onDs., 

Tronsfer Dcok ;-;'lc, .rJa~e .850, Dhelby County, shc•ws that 
l,ee .Tc-~r:.·c Lnd Dells .Tones hold title to ·,,'est half', lot ::.1e; :h'ranklin 
t..:tcto.ition, city of' Shelbyville. This i~ the location of 34 D. :&'ranklin 
2-treet. iile l8nd is assessed at ~~:::5.1,0 and the impro·teFtent ~;lt .;:2300..,00 
On 11/~2/~3-J, a JZ.ortg0.t:e of ~~1200.00 J.)le,ced on the }·ropflrty in Hi28, wo,s 
released so thnt the title is free o-r incunlb~'nces., 

John B. Thom..,eon, Chit;?:f' of' :Police, scid that he lm"3W 
the J'oncs f'~;mily froo ~ssocir-.. tion with them for the last ~:o years. :Uo 
reflection h~1d been cnst on the m0ral. cboracter of r.~t's~ llella Jone~. :Jllo 
is a niudlc ... t.zed <;orr.an, lwc-:vy h1.ild ~d not attractivo. li'o!' ye<:;;.rc, chc 
Qnd her husbWld v.orked side by eide in the hr:uline; bu'3:t:n~se, Lrs. Jones 
being able to b£1rness a teWl of horses vrith ns much skill as he:r husband, 
Thr~y Wl?re f'rug~tl, E1:..d8 ana ccve:•:i cOi.'1'3 :':.,n~y • Thf?ro t)TC t-;>j•J sons, T•'red, :;\ 
Gtate :t·olice oi'fit:lE-r <~·nd Clii'f'c•r.J., a factory worktl:!'• Both of theill ":O:'.:< 

j£•.r.riod .:m1. cit:l::~""ns of Gb8lb:f"'rille, 1:•t:'~xrir:•· t::-·JC<~ :;·.~p;.tcticns. ':.!.bdr 
noth~r, Dl;'llc. Jon•;,:::, h~s been soiwJwhat reculi{·T 1 bt"linf-" int('r~;::rted in birl:::;; 
e:bout on<? y(!m> u(~::>, shA G".:lddenly c.•is?,V1'81oU.'t:"lo. c..nd f'or ti tiE'O) it vi:<:!~' ru~--:.:.r•:>J 
th:tt s~.,;· n:: .. d l"'i.lll (·£'1: ~·"'ith 1,:s.rtin 12ir:::ch, ;:·3':•1 ·.,. 1Jrc~tow~:r, t:nothcr bi:r\l 
reioer,. Howovor, 7(ircch h~G been buc1:; in .Ji.lE·lby-vill.t. i'c•r ;...:c·rr~.;tirJ0 ,..;mo 
nothin~ definite he,s ever •..:o:::1e of the rumor. The gossip st:?,rted beccu -::a 
?~rsch left tcr;m about the t imf;: sh•3 ctisappearEJti• L:rs • .Tones received sono 
money from an e:::te..te ·which tm.e iB ~up~osed to have us~~d in her busines:=.. 
'::.'~he Jor..;;s', a ft-:':i year:; t:·e:;o, tou,:ht the old OharlP.s ~crl'Y ?lace,, t..~ fine 
old hc:":ne on ,;,. Zlron!::li:r1 b't l"ed, 'Ph,.::re leo::' J"on'=-~ no?i lives. Chi'Jf c;-hor1~::..:Jr 

stEted thet BO J?~·r (1S •:;,IH:,lb .vill•~, I:r.rlicu;I:? W~~ CC~r!C•3rner.1 1 1'Jt.:11~ J·:w·':l T/ .. .J 
~ coo;) :c"loro;;.l et~_;r.-,c!; : r. al tho;..:fl" .. b-31 iaval to l e; r, ;:.·3iJillla:r ;o•E'•..:rn.. 

I 

'"' ;~ ('J'~"k""t+ ,-.,~.,~liP!' ~;'r,Tmt,-,.•>teo "~ti,._,~ld(. ,..,,..,• •. -~)..Q "vii W41 .. V\,;-~'J"- ""t ,..1~:..-.. • .,t _ _ ...,. __ t ,:..,...,_ ...... ·-J :., J,...,....., \..""-.-t..U ~.,_~~ .. , • ....._ 

th<>.t both ~.e9 .Ton":$ ~nd. his v ife 1 I•~ll6 J'one;.:;, hu:. b.:>€Jli .-:·ustor.J.Hr<> vi' the 
bo..n.Z;::,. T4eir re,t:utations v:ere good. t,·rs. J"on•1~ J €':f't t-:•r:n about on~El y-sar 
:..:,_,;? ~r..u_ , o~t to : :.::..n'"'lo..~; c;ity.. 0lJ.oc· ~· .:J:-=; ir.t"":~::=.l.ed ill. tL0 biro .. l':loillef·~• 

Z'lle seen'Bd to ·r:·e p:::culic.r :::zv:~ _r.r:>rb:.:pz unbukn•:-ed ~·lo:?rlt-;: ll:t or .:•h<·~ ~C·);•l"'l 

di·;, not Ul>tkrstcnd hE'J'• c~,t; b:;.t.i :::. :::t:,vln;~~~ ~~e::•uJ'"!t !:!C folloVJG: -

l 
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opened 11/9/29 
4/!!.'i:J/30 
6/13/30 

• 

- de:~;:. 
- dep .. 

dep, 

I;:C..x. balance 9/l/30 -

- 3-

.;!::50~-oo 
1149.,0·) 

?..32.00 

• 

Closed out 12/4/30 by· Tiitb.drc:wir..g ; 1273.44:, the bol~nce on ths.t date. 

In view of the official position of the son, c:'red .Tones 
and the favorable stc.r~.din;::: of the f£Jnily in the corm .. unity, it "Ras thc.u~ht 
best to approach. v:r.- jones 6.irectly, to obtain authentic intornation.-

Fred jones, lieutenant of' LTldiana Dtate .Eolice, sta.te.d 
thct his mother Lella .Tone~, has been for many years a fanatic on the 
subject of c&n:::-ry birds. 'i1here havebeen i.liff'erences betv;een his ,.9[trents 
over t~1is subject but he had_ alvrays endeavored to l~eep the fQll.iJ.y to;;cthcr 
and h011eB at this time th<J.t she will rt:turn to Shelbyville to join the 
f')D!il:-.r circle. He hee.rc.1 from her by n1~1il, rc:cei ving r~cently u Ohri.stmP{;l 
csrd. ~1hen she runs out of money, he e:-:pects thnt she v;ill come home. 
His father and mother ~orked h8rd for many years in ~helbyville and made 
so1ue mone~· • 

.About a. yes.r or more ago, ~he renA:i.ved nearly ;;,:Booo.co 
from the estate of her father, Daniel Ga:rner, of Rush County, Indiana. 
i~er receiving this money, she determined to get away from Shelbyville 
wherE' she could do as she _pleased t:<.bout the canary bird busines::h For 
Bome ye~:rs prFviously sl:e had boon in contact with the reother of' Robert 
Stroua, Kansrs City, in connection with a remedy for birds develo:f!ed by 
citroud in the Leavenworth Penitentiary and sold by btrouo.'s mother. 
Originelly tl.te contact was rJ..:\de throu~h a bird ~.e;azine in v.hich ;s,troud 
advertiseu. Later, letters passed bac~ and forth from l~sas City end 
finvlly she determined to go there, despite ell opposition presented by 
the family. b::r. jones said he h~d in mind teldng the matter up with tt.e 
e;overnn:ent as he could not understand. how Strouo. could originnte or con­
duct such businees-. He blames the otrouds for inducing his mother to leave 
anci. break up the home. ~"lberF.: ht:~.s been no divorce procee;;:ine st~::·rted !3.nd, 
BODt) is oontempleted. He steted that his mother hE'.S no social connections 
with anyone, the reason for her deD~rture Tron home bei~ solely on account 
of her fanatical att~chment for the birdB. 3h~ is now 47 years old; 
possess~s £Ollie business ability and ~Y make ~ succoss of her venture. 
~. jones ce.ys he feels keenly tbe aisrujition of' t£2 f'amily end will bo gh;Ci. 
and \.Jilling to co-operate in SU,flplying :my further inf'orru:~.tion th&t ra::..y be 
de.c::ired by the covernr:.ent. He adcleC. that his :.1other he.cl a f'?.ll. sollie yE>D.rs 
ago which may have caused her rather fecu~iar stute of' mind as evidenced by 
her unu:::u::ll lj.Ctious, b;J.t or course, this ic purely a ::uer:·icion on his _port. 

1 
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62-~5G')4-ll. 

~r. T. n. ~1ite• 
Warden, 

Janu&r; '=>, 19;.2. 

United States Penitentiar,y1 
Leavenwor~h, ~anaas~ 

Dear Mr • '1\'hi tea 

~~rtb~r reference ie mad~ to your latter of 
Decemc~r 41 19321 relative t:J one Dalla Jones an1 ~~~r 
association~ with prieoner Robert Stroud, who is in 
isolation in the Leavenworth Penitentiary. 

Recent information as a result of: an investiga-
tion conducted at Shelbyville, Indiru1a1 sh~ws that Dslla Jones 
is t.l).e wife of Lee Jones, who resides at .34 East Franklin 
Street, Shelbyville, Indiana. She is the mother of two eons, 
Fre:i1 a!l Indiana State Pollee Oi':f'icer1 and Cliffo;:-:1, a 
i'e.ctocy workP.'t"1 b-,'t,h of 'l'.no!'l1 ~r~ m~rr.ied. and c..-1 ti~e!'!s of 
:;'helbyvi.lle, be.ari!lg good reputativns, as do Della Jone~ .thJ 
her hucba."ld. The Jonea family has resided at Shelbyville, 
India.'1.a1 for the. past t.went.y yaars. For ;years Della Jon~s 
and her husband worked t~g~ther in ~~e hauli~g business. 

ri<rl'ever, Della Jones o! late has eviJe"'lcect e.oma 
pl£.C\1liarity 1 attributed by mero.oers o! he;." f~ an1 c;iUzens 
of tho corrununi tzy" to hez· interest i11 bit'dr.. ':i:'h~ f ·Jrt!ler in­
.f'-:)~3.-cio~ is t'J t.h€' ef!'ec t t.; lK:. a"Jou-:.. one yafl.t' ag·J r.:'i1~ 
""·~:f'"'U1, •. -Hh,:"l"' -" .. l,..;:.j r- ,..0"" "-<'> ~ ' ; •. """' n+ !:"l-<L-lbv"J.'lle -.f" .... .,..,. -~' ·~ -.1' ~ ... _._. -,rl;''iJi. .J. .... . "" "'· u.a t _ _ t"-<J ~ ~...,.. ..-w tr. .... ,..."-- tl I '1 ~ .Jt;;•l. 

ha.vin~ recci1·~d a.p;;>ro.xi:uately ~21:X>O.JJ from the estate or 
her £a.tb.er. Daniel Garnor of R'.lsh County, Indiana. After 
receiving this money, !iCCorJing to her 3on,- ?'red Jones, 
sne de~3rmined to get away from ShelbyVille where she could 
do 'iS she pleased e.oou<: 'ti:c cmaJzy bi.c-d b .. H;l~ws~. Her 
reason t::>r .Lesving .i.a e:!aid to hfj.V8 1-Jeen se a X"esult of 
differences wi t~1 her husba:;.i beciiuse of .t:.er fanati.~al ider-a 
r;;gar:!i•"lg canary bird~ • 

. r 
' 
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.Fred Jona~, her son1 sts.te1 that he blames the 

Strouds t .. or !.>1c!ucing his llOther to leave Shelbyville an1 
breaking up her hoilte~ He stated ~hat his 110ther bas no 
social con-~eetiona with any one, and the reason for her 
departure from hoMe is baaed so+•l.T upon her fanatical 
attachment :for the birds. Mr. $:.:mas is or !be opinion that 
his aother will return to her home when she finds herself in 
need or fin~ciul as~istane~. 

The foregoing infq.bta.tion, as stated, wae procured 
through innetigation at ShelbrrlJ.le1 Indiana, and aey further 
information that fJlJ1:,f be recei'V'ed concerning Della Jone~.and 
her activities I shall be veq glad to forward to you. 

With best personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Director. 

• . 
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' • ~~-~.ep-ttrlnteni: nf Nusfu.e 

~ltt.emt n£ ~uft.e5±igatiott 
905 Federal Reserve Bank Building, 

Kansas City, Missouri. 

December 29, 1931. 

Director, 
BUreau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

With reference to Bureau letter 
of December 4, concerning Miss Della~ones, who is interest­
ing heRself to a considerable extent in the case of one 
ROBTI:R'l!9STROUD, a prisoner in the Leavenrorth Penitentiary, 
I beg to inform you that in view of the recent break at the 
Leavenworth Penitentiary, and the resultant investigation 
relative thereto, it has not been practicable to complete 
an investigation in this case, i.e., Re: Miss Della Jones, 
Miscellaneous Matter, K.C.File #62-623. The case, however, 
will receive attention within the next few days. 

RG:I-ebc 

Very truly yours, 

0?. Jj, )..........-~ 
R. G. HllRVEY, 
Special Agent 

\ 

~2E ~1t!.~;,:~;_-·l 
! j 
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~ ~ .. ~~ttrlnwtt .of :f/u.siice 

~urtmn .of ~nft.e5±i_gaiimt 
905 Federal Reserve Bank Building 

Kansas City, Missouri 
.Tanuary 2, 1932 

. •. 

~.11\N- G \932 All 

Director 
Bureau or Investigation 
Department or .Tust~ce 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 
C) 

RE: DELLA. .TONES 
(Miscellaneous Inrormation Concerning) 
K.c. 62-623 

This office is. in receipt or the report or Speci. al Agent 
A. D. Mehegan, December 29; 19311 Cincinnati, in the above entitled 
case. 

Inasmuch as this investigation was ~edicated upon the 
request of Warden T. B. White to the Bureau, I am not rurnishing 
the substance or the inror.mation contained in Agent Mehegan's report 
to Warden White since no doubt the Bureau will desire to transmit 
this inrormation under personal and confidential cover. rr the Bureau 
desires that I furnish Warden White with the substance or the inrorma~ 
tion obtained in the Cincinnati investigation and further inrormation 
that will be obtained in the Kansas City inwestigation, I will be glad 
to do this upon request. 

Very truly yours, 

RGH:M.T 

Dt PARTifi €NT OF JUSTICE 

- -;s; 1'~U;'"- ~)\-l FILE 
~" <";: ~l ~ 

(....,.. ,..._. 
' . \ 

,• 
1.! 
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· 8pecta1 Ageat to CMrge, : 
~\l Qt Ilrt$3t1pt1o~ , . . 
905 faden.l. Iteeel"le Sank Bldg., 
lttmsaa C1tgt M1&aourt. . · 

' II • 

~j 

i! . ' 

,, 
:1 ' ~: 

Dear 81~1 ·- :j . 
'I I, 

- """' -. ' ' 
. \._J' 

· Jte.te:ren()e ie ade to -t;ne. ~¢~te,:tt o£_ A<at~ . 
Spect.al. . A4e11.t a Charge -. J.. ce.t_fr:Ef . d~ted. ·,J'GmU1J7 · 
2• 1',32 eoncorn1ng ~e case ent.~ tled/! ~EUA JOB!S, . __ 
(ll~o&l.laileollelnto~t1<>tl. conce:tn1•• to.v.r til• 1/62• 
62.' 1 ·in 'Wbicb ~ue:\Jt :ts .maae ~-.t&¥$: to the adv1ea ... 
bili• ot tQm.ioh:tng, Werden Wh~t~ olj! th~ ~avemtertb 
hn:lteat1ar;r with tbe eubetance of !~ormation obtained 
in the in:Yestigation or this netteli.;: - . 

!! 
Pl.eae$ be advised that ~~ Wttime.:ttlon . will 

be tl'a~tt.ed to Wari«a-Whit~ ~~h .~ ~u,~ a!ld 
1 t le sugge"~ tbat. ;rou.t C)fftce .t~l$11 the B\1reau W1 th 

· cop14Ja of repa:tta cqvetU« your tr:W~a)~•t.ton at ~naae 
Ottq as $t)f)f4 aa lU"ACticable. !i · . . _ 

__ , _ -~~ 

' ,' . . ' 

1(. 8'-; (;. 
&-~- fJ 

. · . • 1: '' . . ' ·I• . I 
~~tm~-1~---- - ·.- : --. -~-:---~-~- -- --.-.--·-
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Mt. '• B. Whtte1 
Waaten, . 
Uld.ted Sta-tea Peld. tentiaq 1 
Leav-.~, Kau&fh . 

.. 
" ., 
h 

. ( 

'•'· 'i 
( , I 

\'' . . ; 
__ ;_1, 

.: ; 
/ ' 

Wltb iWtb.el' ~m-en® to your tnqldn' cot\Cem1ng ot1e · ~ 
D.m.t..l Jo.u;s, who h$$ been 1n · cmataot ~th llAbert · ~un, a 
~lsoMS' 1ft ielQlatlOa !11 "bo lcea~.ll'l~l'fh. ~tat1~1: l q 
endoetns, f_@ yotu.t bt~;rmat1on; cop; C)f a 1"eport. $\\blG.:t\t~ 
by Speoiel Agent L. J·· Grollt, de~' ~':::;~e.• ·011'41, · t«te~sov!, · 
JaauaJ7 2)11 193L . . % .a t~~ .~ei;~ in vi&W o.t the 
detaU$d 1nto:r.'mat1on aet out therettt C~C&l'tlUg \be irltel'Vtew 
with Mrs.: 1. ~'• strows, the ltlOthe:r ott ·i;b• , pr~9ne1".• 

. ~ :, . .· . 
• I! 

Sbould. 70\1 deetr' a.rJT ~hea-· Wo~t1$n .. o0i\0~ 
thie subject,. t . eball " ·~ gld to l,$V~ ouch .~er s.n ... 
Club? made ¥ )"C$ mq· suueet, . 

With be.8t pe:reonal wJ.ehee, l ur.: 
- ~ -

$Sat~ tQ\U"£J • . ________ ........ __ . _ ___ ~ ---·-. ----- -------- -- - -- -~~...::.........,_....__;._. __ ...... ______ _ ~ ; --. .,. ____ ----- ----- .- f-- -

( 
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FormNo.;J. 

THIS CASE: ORIGINATED AT KANSAS CITY 
/ 

KEPORT MADE: AT: 

I 
DATI!: WHEN MAOE: l PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: l REPORT MADE aY: 

KANSAS cr_TY~~.- -~- _l~--23_-_32 __ L 1-16-32 --- · j L. J. Gr_o_u_t __ c_H _____ 
1 

TITLE: CHARACTER OF CASE: 

DELLA JONE.3 

---~ ----·· - -·--- ~---·-~----.-~--~--· -~--~ -~-------~--

SYNOPSIS oF FACTS: Mrs. E. J. Stroud advised that Della Jones began 
corresPOnding with Robertc-Stroud some two years 
ago and duriDg the sumr:.er ·=-t 1930 Stroud. advised 
his mother that swjeet liaS coming to Kansas City 
to live. Della Jones established a residence in 
Kansas City and at Robert Stroud's request she has 
been handling all correspondence concerning canary 
birds and bird n:edicines produced by Stroud. Sub ... 
jeet visits Robert Stroud about eve~J month and has 
announced that she is the instigator of the circulation 
o't )eti tions for Stroud •s release from the penitentiary 
and intends to rmrry him upon his release. 

c. 

REFERENCE: BuNau letter dated December 4, 1931. 

DETAILS: At Kansas City, M:>. 

~s. E. J • ..,·Stroud, 1353 East lOth St., advised that file is the 
D'K)th~ o:r Robert Stroud W:lo is now confined in the United States 
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kan.; that subject and Rot~rt Stroud 

DETAILS! 
began corresponding as a result of their interest in canary birds 
and through advertis~ents placed in magazines by both; that 
ap~~rently Mr. Stroud began corresponding with Della jones anprox­
imately two years ago. During the summer of 1930 Robert Strout 
advised his mother that Mrs. Jones intended to xoove to Kansas City, 
!.!o. Shortly prior to December 8, 1930, Mrs. Stroud received a 
letter r rom Mrs. Jones wherein subject stated that she was con-

JJ;:;::fi'.Kt.n::~plating moving to Kansas Oity, Mo., and discussed generally in 

'I 
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the letter the canary l:>ird business and made mention of her 
interest in !lobert Stroud. Mrs. stroud advised that she replied 
to subjeat•s let,ter and told her that economic conditions in 
;Kansas City were very bad and suggested tllat Mrs. J"ones stay where 
she is known. 

On December a, 1930, subject appeared at the premises of Mrs. 
Stroud and as a matter of courtesy was inv.ited inside. :Mrs. 
Jones had brought along all of her baggage and without invitation 
began residing with Mrs. Stroud. When subject made no indications 
that she intended to leave, Mrs. Stroud adVised her that she was ex­
pecting company at Christlilas ti.Ire and suggested that Mrs. J"ones 
find quarters elsewhere. Mrs. Stroud introdmed subject to the 
landlady and Mrs. J"ones secured quarters directly below those of 
Mrs. Stroud, which street address is 1345 East lOth St. During 
the short stay of subject with Mrs. Stroud she reported that she 
had sane independent means of her own, had been divorced from her 
husband for several years and related her fandly history in accord 
with the information furnished in the report of Special Agent 
A. D. Mehegan, Cincinnati, 12-29-31. 

Fromthe time Mrs. J"ones arrived in Kansas City, Mo., she manifested 
a great interest in Robert Stroud and made every effort to get to 
see him at the United States Penitentiary, but permission was denied 
until a later date. Immediately upon subject's arrival in Kansas 
City, Mo., Robert Stroud instructed his mother to turn over to sub­
ject his formula fQr Effervescent Bird Tonic and Avian Antiseptic, 
two remedies produced by Robert Stroud for the care of b:i,rds, which 
have not been patented. Mrs. Stroud advised that she objected to 
this at first but inasnuch as Robert Stroud is a grown man, 42 years 
of age, she did as requested and all of the business carried on by 
Robert Stroud ~th respect to the canary birds and the remedies for 
birds is handled by Della J"ones. Mrs. Stroud does not know to what 
extent the business has flourished unQ.er .Mrs. J"ones but thinks that 
she has had no greater succ~ss than was. had by her, Mrs. Stroud. 

According to Mrs. Stroud, the breeding of the birds is carried on by 
Robert Stroud in the penitentiary and they are then shipped by ex­
press to Della J"ones, who cares for them and arranges for their sale. 
Mrs. stroud thinks that subject has no knowledge of canary bj,.rds 
whatsoever and does not train them nor does she keep them in a 
healthy state. 

"'· , 
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During April or May, so far as Mrs. Stroud remembers, subject 
was :permitted to see Robert Stroud at the United States Peni­
tentiary and has been a regular visitor monthly and corresponds 
with him regularly. Mrs. Stroud does not lmow what transpired 
during the :period from June ~ to September 14, 1931, inasmuch as 
she was in Seattle, Wash., and vicinity during that :period. 
During the fall of' 1931 subject directed :r.tt-. A. B. McDonald, a 
reporter for the Kansas City Star, to Mrs. Stroud who talked with 
her concerning Robert Stroud and who wrote a long article con­
cerning him 'in the Sunday is·sue of that newspaper. Mrs. Stroud 
advised that in that article she was misquoted; that she does 
not desire publicity nor does she seek sympathy for her son. Mrs. 
Stroud thinks that Robert Stroud should be :punished for the 
offenses he has committed and has initiated no move whatsoever 
in an effort to secure his release, neither did shed e:plore the 
fact that the :prison authorities had endeavored to curtail the 
operation of' the preeding of canary birds in the United Stat.es. 
Penitentiary by Robert Stroud. 

Mrs. Stroud advised that Robert Stroud has never contributed to 
her support since he has been confined in the United States 
Penitentiacy and, to the contrary, she has in the :past sent him 
money from her own earnings. Prior to wbject•s entry into the 
life of Robert Stroud whatever outside operations concerning the 
canary birds were carried on \rere done by her and all proceeds 
thereof' were furnished to the :prison authorities to be given to 
Robert Stroud. She does not know the existing arrangements be­
tween Robert Stroud and Della Jones f'or the division of' profits. 
Mrs. Stroud does not believe the proceeds would amount to very 
much and it is her opinion without direct· knowledge that Della 
Jones now has on hand approxim:1tely 50 birds:, although Mrs. Stroud 
does not visit with subject and has told her to confine her acti­
vities· to her own premises. and not bother her. 

At the time tm Kansas City star reporter, A. B. McDonald, was 
directed to Mrs. Stroud by subject, Mrs. Jones suggested to the 
reporter that she desired that an article be published relating 
a romance between her and Robert Stroud. Mrs. Stroud reported 
that sometime. ago a newspaper man whose name she could not 
fUrnish came to see 1~s. Stroud and had with him at that time a 
petition which apparently this newspaper man was circulating in 
an effort to secure Robert Stroud's release. This newspaper man 
told :Mrs. Stroud that he had heard subject say that she was the 
instigator of' the circulation of' the petition and that she in­
tended to Imrry Robert Stroud when he was released. The news­
paper man desired to verify this through Mrs. Stroud. This man 
expressed a suggestion to Mrs. Stroud that he did not trust 
Della Jones and warned Mrs. StroUd not to :place too much trust 

- 3 -
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in her-. According to Mrs. Stroud, Robert now in answer to 
all inquiries from outside sources concerning his bird remedies 
replies to the communications that subject is his best f'riend 
and suggests that people who are desirous of obtaining any in­
formation concerning him or his bird remedies, should obtain 
the same through subject. · Mrs. Stroud receives no money from 
subject and cannot atate whether Robert Stroud receives any 
money but she has been told by him that he does. 

Some tim ago Mrs. Mary Muzzalli, 354;1 Oli"'(e st., called to see 
Mrs. Stroud more or less as one of those individuals who is curious 
and desired information concerning Robe~t Stroud. After talking 
to this lady a short while, Who appeared to r~s. Stroud to be an 
influential person, Mrs. Stroud directed her to Mrs. JOnes. In 
subsequent conversations with Mrs. Muzzalli, this lady appears to 
draw the conc:J,.usion that subject is manifesting too great an in­
terest in Robert Stroud's welfare to the opposition of Robert 
Stroud's relatives. At this point Mrs. Stroud advised that if 
subject in the f'uture mould not be permitted to see Robert Stroud 
both would illiiD3diately suspect that she was the cause thereof and 
agent drew as a matter of inference from Mrs. Stroud that she de­
sired that Mrs. 'Mary Muzzal:J,.i not be interviewed. 

Informant is qf the opinion that subject is interested in Robert 
Stroud only as a matter of romance ani thinks that she is ignorant 
and knows nothing of the care of birds. Mrs. Stroud has not 
visited Robert Stroud at the United States Penitentiary since 
October, 1931, so far as she recalls and hears from him only 
occasionally, whereas she used to visit him at least every month 
and heard from him very often prior to subject's injecting her­
self into Robert Stroud's life. Mrs. Stroud gives one the im­
pression of being very fair in this mat,ter although she does not 
relish the interest that subject is manifesting in the welfare of 
her son. 

She described subject as follows: 

- - --- --- - - - - - --··-- - - -

Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Complexion 
Eyes 
Marital status 

Residence 

- 4-

46 
5' 
185 
Black 
Dark 
Brown 
Married b~t not living 

with husband 
1345 East lOth St., K.C. , Mo. 

l 
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Mrs. Stroud has observed that subject lives entirely to her­
self and keeps an ~tidy house. She knows nothing reflecting 
against the character of subject and has not observed that she 
has had any men friends visiting her. Agent gathered that sub­
ject is mor~ of a recluse ·than an active person. 

In view of the infol'm'i'ltion herein set forth, Mrs. Mary Muzzalli, 
3541 Olive st., Kansas City, Mo., VIi ll not be interviewed unless 
requested to do so by the Bureau. 

Special Agent J'. R. Cannon was present at the interview above 
mentioned with Mrs. Stroud. 

CLOSED 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

•• ,., 
J Mr. N ltha n - - ----­

Mr. Tolson · -------
Mr. CIE>gg _________ _ 

Mr. Ect•·.·ar d~ . . ••• 
~iftizimt of ;1/nnezfigmfutt 

'-.. VWH:DSS 
2£l. %§. @.eparfntmt of Nusfk.e 

~uslzmgfott, ~· C!r. 

Mr. Ega 1 

·Mr. H "loth E.'s •.••••• I 

r.l.·_ Qurnn 

October 23, 1933. M ~. Lester--------
!'.1 1·. Lo .. ke ________ _ 

-- -- - ~ .. ----.................... ---

UEffiORlJ~DU~ FOR THE DIRECTOR. 

I ~~)/ 
hlr.-AHelm, of th . ·Kansas City Star, ~..-anted to obtain a 

photograph oi\one Robertcs roud who had be~~ released from 
Leavenuorth. I referred him to r:Tr. Gates, uho, in turn, referred 
him back to me ~~th the statement that he sau no reason why we 
should not furnish it. I then ascertained that we had no photograph 
and so advised ::rr. Helm. 

Respectfully, 

)nr~ 1t--t--, 

V. 17. Hughes. 
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· Robert Strou!J, a Prisoner at 
Leavenworth, i=f~s..Jia~ · · . 

· Stj!nding; §J~cg§§..i.D 'iliq . I 
· Qgiiarles While · Incarcer~ted· . . J 

By Uuited Press ~ KAI\TSAS CITY, Mo.-Bird fan-, 
, ciers thruout the U. S. today( 

.kirculated a .Y-_etitfori .asking- a .parole; 
tfor Robertv;trottd, w:ho has been; 
idoing some mi~lJ~ . ~&..,ln. 
1canary 11\:Ismg'"lat"e1~· -- . 

. ~us now Stroud fs in,s~ol~:~;..!i.Qll;;.! 
: finement in Leaveuwortil' Fedeiar. 
l· ri.s'On'i"'and has be~or t1le1ast i :rr y!Tih:s. · · · • · 

I'. . . SPECIAL RTJ~ING 
~ Under a ·lJ!~Ji;L.:;.ulinL Strou<} · 

f. was allowed o raise canaries. He , 
.be gap. selling them · thruout tl).e· i 

; country. Jlli'd fa~iers liked them I 
1 so muc=~~?'t,;g.§eJ.llov~: ' 

fl~:·!~t!~;P~~=ti~l~~ ?::~k~s :!~~~~~~~. 
layer's. mother, M1·s. Eliz~beth . 

t. troud, who once Prevailed upon: . 
! resident :Wilson to ·Commute her · 
~ on·~· sel:!tence :from death by hang-! 
. ·mg. . . . '! 
: ·'fHe ~s ·b.eljl;er o# where he ~::;;''~ 
'Mrs~S'i,it~ . · · · , 

· · ~ll';-'now . 1A,: was sent t9 Mc~i 
Neili Island P'edEn;~H pi'ison when· he.­

: .ivas JB for, murderiilg 'his rival :for! 
: the love of .a .Tuneau d;mce li11U girl,; 
He JY.,~'&ransferred _ to L~a~en~~ 
at~; s ~;~u~~w:!e~ :, 
-~-- STI\.BBED GUARD . :· 
I{e.,.:~va~ ·a . model.· t~ei·e ~ntii he' i 

s~a~b.~_y_. :f~ .. [.if~P.%--~ught him~~· 
breakutg a ·mmor :p_r~s.o~ xule. .~ 
series of· t:daTs .. was ·c~ma:J.;~d'!'~; ; 
:!l~&.b .. ~tence and -the-.._.fm~~ co~~i I 
.mutation"SY!'re1iide11t W1Ison~· . ., : 
. · Wheh 1nformed that' .:Iiis moth.er: i 
·opposed l1is parole, · Strou<;l .l1ad h~r: ; 
·naine removed from t:he :pr1son ree-· · 
1ords as his "best friend" and stibsti..,: ' 
l.tt~d' the nabie o:f M.t•s. Dell1t ~ay' . 

f
'.T~--' es, hiS ·comll!on-la.;v. wife, . . .. ·: .. \ 
·. e· is ··held "In solf!;ary" und r. ~· ·j 
Ii · ral interpl'etati?il of h'i~, fo. ~r · . 
s 1tence '\vl1ich stip1,1l~ted sol : 
C~lJt.W~l:lP.J!Ul~~;> ' :·i ~ 

- .~ "'"'"""""'--·.;=~--""""""" ...... 
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LEAVENl'J.ORTH·-ROBERT F • STROUDt HHO HAS BEEN IN SOLITARY COi-JFIHE-
1\ !\ jll.. ;. 

· IE~lT IN THE FEDERAL PRISON HERE 18 YEARS1 TENDED HIS CAUARIES TODAY AND 

IIOF'ED HIS IUTERVIE~J l'l!Ti{ ATTORNEY GENERAL Ct,fi·2HINGS HIGHT GET HIH ~ BREA~~ 

CUi·1HINGS1 SANFORD BATES,. AND OTHER OFF!QIALS INSPECTED THE PRISm.J 

Li\TE YESTERDAY • AS CUHHlNGS HALKED TI·IROUGH THE SOLITARY SECTION STROUD 1-

A 

. ItED HIH TO STOP AND TALI< UITH HIH, STROUD IS Knmm AS THE "BlRD HAU" 

jt-JUJGS HAS FAHILIAR U!TH HIS ·cASE,. .. 
CELL DOOR UAS OPENED AND CUl·1~liNGS UALlCED INSIDE TO CONVERSE IN 

OW TONE t·JlTH STROUD.. AS HE LEFT STROUD CALLED OUT;-

"lF ! HAVE TO STA'{~HERE I HISH I COULD HAVE HORE LIGHT, n 

tti 'LL lNVESIGATE IT,..,. CutiltUt!GS CALLED BAG!C .. 
., 
7/2~ ON125~P • 
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1J!:eiteral rBur:eau nf lnu:estigatinn 

1!tnit:eit ~tat:es 1!l:epartm:ent nf .Yustir:e 

. Director • FBI 

Kansas City. Missouri 
February 23• 1943 • l I 

c-":\,:-c* ...... _ 
,~~ ..... .. , \ '--~· , r...,·;:- ;J~ .... 

- - <, :· ;~_..\.-.~,'!-~ ~ 
. ])ear S1r: --~-, - · · ·.· ~..: :- ~ 

......... -.~ .- t- -, <::': • ~ 

I am tran~tting~h~r~th a p~otostatic copy of an 
article entitled ~hre' O'CJlock in the Morning" which was 
found in the celi '£' ROBERt..-8:rROUD~ en inmate of the United 
States Penitentiary-_. Leavenworth. Kansas. and who was in 
solitary confinement there for a. number of years. STROUD 
was transferred from Leavenworth to Alcatraz on· or about 
December 16_. 1942• 4 

·- ~ • 

It will _be noted that the article purports ·to contain 
observations of STROUD of the hanging of SUHAY and APPLEGATE• 
STROUD'S cell was so located that he probably could observe 
the scene of the execution. ~ich ~s ~thessed by me. The 
only other Bureau representative who witnessed the execution 
was former Special Agent L. B. REEDe 

·• This article, 

DWIGHT BRANTLEY;~ 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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·; ' i.~'.\f J: :~ : , . ..• ' .. ,. ' ,;~;~: O·'~CX J~t?t :;~G ·~ 
· ··:~!ding high tn the ~estern . heaven$:f~ br;ill1antly a~tended by the 
:: .· .• beau~i:fuJ. ·· P~~0t . V~nus1 hanging 9 l~·~·kEf a ·. crystal globe, _about five 

.,degree.s ;below his'·. s :ou-thern ·p·erjmet:e)'} ~, bright .&lgc!ll:Jt ::· .-,mo~;cast 
.all' a~ey il~ght' .oJ·e;r ; the.~' ;t~rgeJpri~q~~·e:tZrapped in slumberi, The only 

·.· soitnda · ~ere· the ' ceaseless throbbi~g of. the engines in the prison 
. power ·plant D> :the • inuf':f];ed tread o:f Jl\ ·guard. the distant closing of 
Q .. dC)or~I:n. · a ·arab,;. bigb.;..walled!) bu~ 'pow -beautifully _moon-lit, court­

,yard0-behind one · o€ · the mCQlre remote ·.of the prison build~'~~ between 
'fifty .arid a hundred. silent~ dark~g!lrJ)ed men, milled nervou'hly or 

· ga~hered in smal.l whispering groups;,;;;~their faces strangely white 
in the·moonlighto · · ! · 

t: . , · · · I 
• .. ,. ' •_- ' • - - . I ' ·. ' l _· . i' l ·. , , 

; : ·:~./~- •.. · .· N. o.~~ ... · .. ·.c .. r ..... -.... ;t···h·o· .... s ..... ··.e: f .ace .. s ... · w. ere · t. ~rned .~0. 1 W,~.!.· d t. he beautiful pageant. march­,; p,tf..D: :ing so .maJ.~~s:~ically acros.s the ~u.npne.r-night :~ s sky .. Those eyes that 
:: ··. . . , : V~er,e .. no . E-i::::E~g upon a erude 0 yet ~·Iaborateo electrically-lighted, 
! ·· · 'wo_oden' ~t~t1cture at th~ lower end 1 ofi the yard turn~d uneasily toward 

.. J. 
·.·_ . 

. . -a : h,:eav.ily•l),a~red dopr at . it.e ·upper e11<1 ~ through wh1ch shone a shaft 
.. of yell'ow li'ght..:.~and a a·tr'ange co#ifuentary on human nature is the 

-'·'fa·ct the no o·ne st~od in that sha~t of lighto Those cro a sing it 
·qucked or turned their heads to keep it from shining in their faceso 
as f as ame ·· to b.ave their ~ observed .. Maybe they were 
ashamed; they were there to see m~n die .. 

! 
Here and there a match flamed up ~nd was as quickly extinguished, 
as som~one lit a cigarette .. A tal~ man in a ~lue sarge suit 0 light 
soft shirt 11 and the only straw hat in sight--probably a reporter-­
with a sheaf of papers in his left hand, moved briskly from group 
to groupo whispering a few words here 0 a few words there 0 stopping 
now and then to place his papers ~gainst the rough brick wall 
and scribble a brief noteo ! 

· A#,ey clicked; the heav~ iron do~r swung outVIard .. :h'rom tlle spectators 
c~~e the sound of scurry1ng feet, lthe hiss of sharply in~drawn 

. ,~, breat~~~B al~ eyes now turned toward that apertureo And threw it 
s~epp~d three men 0 abreast.. : 

! IJ!bef'Yt 
. The central figure of this group, jthe one upon ~h all eyes were 

o was a tall, erect 0 d8 rk-h~ired youth in prison garb .. 
nds were strapped to hie wa~ st with a wide 0 heavy leather 

belt, atta.ched to which, and passing over his rather thin shoulders, 
11kec··gal:1owees. were wide" b1ack straps. heavy enough to make a 
harness for a bul1 elephant;. Obsei-ved at a distance of three feet!) 
as he turned in · the strong light !streaming through the doo~~no 
shaddow of fear could be seen in his deep brown eyes; the rather 
nice features of his boyish face •ere in complete reposeo This we.s 
in marked contrast to the stlifmed. 0 anxious 0 and drawn faces of 
the two guards flamking him on either side--each with an arm linked 
through his, as if to. give hi'f!l suppo rto He was ~oo tE!-11 and ~oo ·' / j 
erect 0 however 0 to g1 ve any 1mpre1!3sion of need1ng ald. Walk1 ng1 / , 

as naturally as the restraints pl$,ced upon him would permit, looking / / 
neither to the right nor the left ~ sg,ying nothing, he !nade his way ~N 
to the foot of the gallows~ ! ~ ,~ 
1 1 I ~ ~ 1fUs fir:st group was followed by ~everal individuals, t h en by an- "<:'~/ 

·· :::.e:e::::: ;:g:::e:; this · secondigroup was a ~mall, middle-ageJl;~ 
~n with heavy iron-:-gray hair. Th~ ~norrnous /Sle:phant ~~ss, flap- 1 :·J'i 1 

Plng loosely over hlS narrow shouflders, ga® (giou<iu-e, almost ·liJ .~~· 
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elfin appearance 11 as he stopped fp.r .a moment. swept .his. eye.s ~:v:~r 
the scene before him and 11 scr.~wingJ his face into a derisive grin~· 
remarked: t\l:Nioe! They h~ve it e.l11lighted up for us. st 

In· .. their nervous haste the two g~rd~alr!l~st drUg hi!ll off ld.s feet & 
' . . 1\ . . .. 

but he was still. grinning as he approached the. scaffoldo 
I 

At the foot of the scaffold. whe~e th~ -thi rte.en step.s-, lea¢~ng to 
the gallows platform1 stood as mut:e . evid81,108 of .the fact :t;'tiat, f.~V.:~ 
hundred years of scient.if. ic ~TA~c.e_. !llen ..• t .. _have. •. b~_en_ .. ·~~.-.u .. f f.i9 ... ~.en~ .. :."to .. _ • o 
divorce us from meofiev9:1 su-6" 1tile)se (<)ups mez:ged Wl. th a sma·l·l , 
cluster of offi cialso A.fter a few:. moments of what ~Seemed to· be a . 
whispered conference 11 they ma·de t~tlir way up the steps in sU.'t)s~ant,- · 
ially the same order in which they. had emerged fr,om the do~r at . 
the other end of the yard .. Then fiollowed a few minutes of' :feverishl.y 
nervo1~s, bungling acti vi tyo i · 

Th~ two c·entral figures were stoo[d on the trapo Hands.; with fingers 
wh1.ch s~em~d to be allAhumb~ fussJed P fi~geted, and fumbled1 as heavy 
straps were ~.·bu(lkled atound the l~gs of the victims; white cloths 
bound around their heads 0 covering their eyes; long black hoods 11 

reaching to their waists, pulled !dowa over their heads and shoulders; 
the heavy nooses adjusted around !their neckso. 

As these operations were taking place,the witn~sses had surged . 
silently forward--each eager to ~ee the minut~'details. At this 
stage~~ however 11 one man in the uniform of a prison guard had seen 
enough.- He broke away from the crowd at the foot of the gallows 11 

ran to the far e.nd of the yard, ~here he bent over and vomited like 
a landlubber on his first sea voiage ... The face of the gray-haired 
~an was still uncovered .. It agailn crinkled~~nco;a derisive grin. 
~he lips moved; but I was unable ito learn what he had said as a 
final. jest toward~• life, the gr~mness of which he had always light ... 
etted, by a wit and hu.'llor, which ev~n the scaffold could not dampeno 

Let us turn back the hands of the clock. On a bright June afternoon 
(if I remember correctly there wcis~seve~ rain in the evening) in 
19371 two men entered the Topeka 11 !Kansas. Post Office. One was a 
tall, da.rk-hai l'f!9 youth, Robert SCI4i~&y; the other wa-& a small gray­
haired rnano Gl.en Appl.egateo. The iatter approached the General 
Delivery windo111. There was a sharp cry of "Hands up! ... -a.-immediat­
ely followed by a blast of gun-fire from a half dozen pistols 
and revolvers. Within secondsth~ two men were out of the post 
office and speeding away in lmotorcarc. And a young D.J.---"G Man" 
to you--by the name of Baker was jleft lying mortally wounded o.~ ' 
the lobby floor--three bullets itjhis back.. · . 

! 

Time: a week or two later. Scene:; the prison hospital at Leavenwortho 
A prisoner in the custody of a guard had enterefl the ho;~ital and 
was address;

0
by another free man :i!n uniform 1 who evident!YA~im slightly .. 

(As t:1i s was the period of the year when no coats were worm, and a;t . 
____ a time when changes were being rruide in the of.ticial uniforms, it 

,
1
-( ,,'-::-:.1-~-~~possible to sal whether thi~ sec~;nd man belonged to the guard 

cil'~ /force or the rnedicat'force of the institution.) 

't' you are fro:n I sol.a t ion, aren't y!ou'? the man in uniform said as 
ne pr1 soner gave him a si ght nqd of recognition. 
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"Have they got sabay over there?" ! 
I 

i 

l 
"Yes, he has been there several d•ys." 

I 

"How is he getting along? You kno~ he was shot. 'He had to dig a 
whole wristwatch out of his arm." i 

11 He seems to be maki:ng it o.k .. , I iguess. He's not doing any whining I 
or sqUawking; but he has plenty to think about. They are in a bad /~ 
way. They'll hang them both, sure jas Christ." ~~~~ 

: ;,~ 
!fiNo!" replied the officer. "They ~ill get a lot of time fo_£_~ho~ /~<:J'(I 
bank j obs 0 but I do not think thct~ they will even ~ry tnem-<....t 
for the shooting~ I don't see how lthey can." 

I 
i 

"How do youget th"~t way? These g~ys haven't got a Chinaman's ch-3- nce 
to beat the rope. ·.t'hey are probab~y lucky, though, at tha t. 11 There 
was a touch of bitterness in the prisoners voice. 

i 
"You are wrong .. He was killed wit~ three slugs in the back from 
a forty-five automatic .. Neither of:' these boys had forty-fives. They 
were using thirty-eights .. He was sent out frora iiashington t;> make 
the pinch his first assignment, qver the heads of the olcf men 
1n e ocal office. uc thiage qreate jealousy. I do not~think 
they will want to try these boyso , 

I 
I 

!f.,SflYi listen," said the prisonerD :earnestly, "you haint tryiing to 
con me?" i 

"No, it bs on the level." /~~..,. · · 

"Sounds like some prison bull going the rounds." And after a pause 
he added, "You are sure of thi a? 11 

•certai~ly I'm sure .. " 

"You mean, you know?" 

"Yes, I know. 11 

I 
!'Rbahks ,11 said the prisoner. "TheY, will want to know .. " 

i 
! ', 

Time: lOth of August, 193811 about !7 p.m. Scene: Isolation buildina 
at ~eavenworth6 Souey and Applega~e are talking from sep~arate c 

cells .. They have to talk loud to heaft each other. '!'hey are 
comparing notes for the first· tim~ since their arrest; they have 
but thirty hours to li:ve; they kn~w th,a,t nothing they might say 
or do co 'p or hurt t~em • .!.:hey had been kidGing eac.h 
. a ou the. hanging f~r som? ii t~le time when Applegate, drop-
ping a more .ser1ous tone 1nto h1s lvo1ce, said: 

••·I knew from the start we were al t washe~p. I am not going to do 
~ny whining about it; but, someho'f, I can't bring myself to feel 
that I rate this." l 

I 
I 

"Neither can I,"'· replied flttbay. "'ij.ell of a lot of good that is 
; go:ing ·to do either o:f us, though. 11 

I 
m.aa*¥.m·JR~1i~ . .-.. -. .... .-.. -. .... .-.-.. ._·iza •. a.~------~,a. •' .- :~-· i~~~;i~= ~~~~~~~- ~ :as.a•'•· -· ~~~-·- -.,~~~-;ee·~~- -1~" ·· -. . ~~~~- --~~-,~~=-~-~~~~ 
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Returning to the bantering tone, i "Why, of course you rate. it,-" 
said APl)legate. "You young squirts rum1ing around the country 
shooting policemen--they should hang you. Now, me--! am a respect-
able old man wl:io never shot anyone .. 11 

· 

11 To h~ll you didn't. You shot Baker. I never even saw him. I didn't 
even know anyone was shot until we were out on the curb, getting 
into the car.. The first shots I !heard came from that fellow---
( the expression by which sub~ d~signated the position of the man 
who had fired the shots did not ~ean anything to his hearers). 1 
fired two shots at him--over his ihead, but close--and he ducked. 
~hen I turned and fired two shot~ at the guy in the cage. The first 
was bver his head, but the second time I shot right at him. I tried 
to kill him, and I don't see how !I missed. The bullet~ struck the 
glass right in front of him." · 

"You can't tell where they will go when they hit that heavy glass .. 
Hut on the level," and again he was speaking is a softer, more 
serious tone of voice, 'is what !you've just been saying the McCoy?" 

"Certainly," replied subsy. "I ne,;er saw the man. I didn't know any­
uod.y was hit until we were getting into the car." 

"tiell, by God, I can't figure th~t out. Alben the shooting sta.rtee, 
I spun around and fired twice. Ee was already shot. He was down on 
his knees facing me and saying, ·:. •r•m?shot.' Naturally, I thought 
you had shot him--he was down before I'd fired at all. I said, 
'Nell, what in hell do you expec~ running around trying to shoot 
people in the back?' " After a pause he added, "Well, its all 
over now. Lets not talk about itJ 11 

' i 
There was a long pause; then Sou~y's voice came again~ "Do you 
know,! heard something about tha~ right after we were pinched. 
That was what I was trying to tel!l you that time in fransas Cityo 
An' I just remember-- I forgot to itell the "mouthpiece anything about 
ito II 

11 You'll hg_ve to tell him in hell•i now .. Come on! lets talk about , ~ 
so!!lething else. iLow is your hom~ this evening?" .And they went :r.J ·' 
back t_o their usual pastime-- the designing, building ._decorating Jf' / 

/~~:::;--and f:.1~ the dr~af!l home~ 1 th1 ey wouldrTikeJ to build1 if -they-- .·· '-.:./ 
~~~// were free 1 and had unl L'!ll ted f1na~~.~.~-~Ci:l<"'411,~¥1PI~''t.t:r>'!l! ,.._ ::;_ . . .. <;'-: '""""'....,../ 
I// ! . .... 

L/ Ap:.lega.te' s house was on the ordeir of the large British country 
houses. A little affair of about: forty rooms. Souey' s tastes were 
simpler and more modern. He did nlot want over six rooms, but he 
wantec1 them provided with the mosit modern mechanical convenience .. 

"Wham!!" As the rectanglar trap !swung downward, two bodies shot 
into the brilliantly-lighted spac1

1
e bela:w the scaffold,., The youth, 

Robert suhey, bad been standing s
1
traight as an a.rro.:w--aropping 

like a plunnnet, he hung there, a limp, inert obj ect .•. • :wi thout even 
a qutver. 

The gray hair.ed man, Gle• Apple e, who a few hours before 
been amusing himself by drea.mi of a palatial estate after 
manner of his native land, was no so lucky• .His bo.dy swung 
fro:n right to left, showing that they had stood him to close 
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: t?~ .. . edge ofo. t~e . ope'ning~ that he hf:ld :) :struck that edge on t 'h:e way 
_• 9:~WJ1c. ' Another blunder of the nervo~s · f1angsmen became at once apparent .. 
. They had given the shortest man - th~ s_hortest rope .. Their heads and 
· :Shoulders were scre:~n,~ by the trap~ . now hanging vertically, but 
'Applegate's feet did not reach dowp to the ievel of SU&Ily' s knees .. 

I 
I . . 

S.everal · men s~epped toward · the dangl"ir:ig figure of the strangling 
. man~ As Applega. te ~:s ·¥nees, ·drew . slowly.· .. upward in his effort to 
_ br_~athe , . one of tl}esa:GlJ1~n g~Qp.ed .. . ~t~. .. in the most eloquent 
:·:_ g~sture I have ever· witnessed~ Hi~ "'{l;lole body actually screamed 
hi~ d_esire to' throw his weight on ;those an6t.les,and bring the affair 
to a. sudden cpnclusi~nc. Lackin¥ ~h~ practical sense o~ military 
men~ howeverp our civil author1 t1e,s have made no prov1sion for a. 
"c~up de_ grace~ And

1
as _those he~vi~y strapped legs strained.upward-­

lJ.ke a gentle, wave striking oblJ.quely upon a sandy shore. l1l<:e a 
soli.tary gust of wind rustling ove?:' a field of standing grain, 
a tittering wave of dry cot.!ghing p~ssed over the assembled spect­
a~ors .. w· h each new struggle of t~e aying ma~,a new wave of caughing 

a its origin anti- the foot of the! gallows, :-•to sprea~G slowly1 
toward the margins Of the grouped Wi tneSSeB 1 like th'ri StLtrbance 
ca11sed by a pebble kicked from thel shore of a. pond. A.s the struggles 

. grew weaker-0 the waves of caughing! likewise grew weaker. At last 
the dangling body hung still. and l~!!lP; the caughing ceased. 

/so·~-~tiiTs.~w·;-;~-d"~a -~~---;;''-~~~;;:;;':-_:·~~:;;r/·; ·-;t·;;;· -~ ·· ··;a . -.to ·slip re -~ 
f murder£ I now knew why public hang~ngs always had exactly - .. \ 
! the oppoaitfeffect. No reasonable tn,an, ·after watching this rather ~ · 
t drap spectical. could ever again sjtand in awe of the gallows; nor. . · 
~- in fact, wholly escape it's certain! grim fasc ina tion--whi ch. un- 1 

\ doubtedly, would suggest to weak m~ndsJ an effective and even p;leas-___ · ' 
'- ant escape

1 
from the toils of unsat,isfactory exista-nce .. Stripped · 

)of the superstition and pageantry ~ith which we surround it, death 
on the gallowfr'ts really a very sitnple ¥.fair. For the rnan of moderate 
courage, the.::r_~ _is really nothing t ;o :tt...-f Efficiently managed, as 

. __ _ tn--·the ' case of S'tlliify· ~----n;-·-f·s-ov-e"T" --ipan ~natant. Yet, even when 
grossly and stupidly bungled, as in the case of Applegate, the 
v:iictim cannot possibly suffer a th:ousandth part of wha tJ awaits 
most of us.Jwho will die in our bed;s from such connnon ailments as 
cancer 0 peri toni tis • pneU."!tonia, an:d heg.rt disease o Compared with 
the shear;, gre'W.somehorror of our s jtreets and highwa.vs. with t he 
scenes enacted daiiy.,.-yes, almost !hourly--in the re~eivi:O.g wards 
of cally great hospital:pit becomds benign ~nd beneficent. 

"We have another d&dld one." 

·nnoc tor! Doctor!" 



"Here is the doctor." :;;,- ·l ; .. _, . 

nrs he dead,Doc?" 

,,., , i I 
J,; nen came the voice of the doctor!; ~·He is in a :dead faint, rr .it" 1ti 
said o I . , .·: ··:·,>, 

! ,'· ' ; •, ' ,· '·' : 

At a signal,carpenters. fell up~n :the e.cB:ffoid ~- w-~:~~ -' c'rowba:r.s a~d-:' -:·;.· -:;._;: .<··~.;~·-. 
sledge hammers. The a1r was fllled with _the sound :O·f the · hammer. !=J .; ,~-~ 

-~r~e scream and · screech of drawn sp.i:k:~~; ' the clap! pr · fa:l··l~ng~' luuit)·ef~iN'.. . .. 
b y four o'clock all physical evidence·>of the ~ecution ha'd been· .:: :_·<;; ,'· 
removed. Remained. only memories! in the minds. o.f-,•meri .. : ~8: -i&: · a gYaii,~, ::/'.·, , ; 
5RIDA 6u~Ro: ! ,, . ···· .,· '· 
" No. I did not care to see it .. I know ·they went like 'good soldiers~ 
by God, I am going to miss that A~plegate for a leng 1;.ime.;,He was 
the coolest, ke enest·· witted p,mo st ipleasant natured man I have ever 
known. I never sa~ anyone with a ~icer disposition. He alw*ys had 
s omethi Qg either pleasant or witt~ to say, and he could get a · 
laugh out of anything." 
,f!i11ez ii s; . 2 :a(Sli, , 

"Tha.t boy su--y, 11 said. a.nother, 1'ieven had Ap:plegate beat for cool­
nesf:>. E e was of a quieter dis-p os i ition; but he never turned a hair~ 
He went as coolly and calmly ' as ~ ~f he were going to lunch .. My hat · 
is off to him. 11 I 

! 
I 

II I \VO ;J.ld. not have cared to have seen it. either' II 
" I could not feel that tllese boys sr10uld go that 
so likable; t h ey always treated rrie so damn nice .. 
feel sorry." ' 

said a third. 
way--they were 
I can't help but 

"I c o u. l ci not bring myself to feel !s orry for them, 11 said a.nother. 
11 1 do no t th irck that t h ey killed _J the man, but I think they got a 
b reak--a much better break than ~ive years on that'rock~" 

'l'hat was t:rne. IIThey died but onere," I said, thinging of Oscar 
VVilde' s famous linea: 

..... /"· 

/ 

i 
"The coward dies a thousand deaths; 

T""_·e b I 1 '' 1' rave rna~ on y oneo 
~f\/0 

' ' r T -r ; ~i t4f?G. PeN€, ,-.,r ,,v ' __ ..:_!:.:1_,__ 
ThAI 5o"' "'i- Got>;, 
Nc A. S...,n>' "Y fVI,qN, 

! -··---
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"Q§AR HOOVER 
'R!"CTOR 

"""C-287a 

Ilt~ll.eral f!itur.eau nf :l!nues~ ~gatinn 

1ltttif.eil §fat.es :W.epartm.euf of llustic.e 

masqingtnn, it. <!t. 

February 1-1.-~ 1944 

..,/' 
.J\.11{{\~f~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR _l 'R. J,T C'I!OL.st{f ·'t 
~ 

Re: Rober~ stroud 

I wanted to call your attention to the 
attached col~tmn by i?estbroo1r Pery1er u1hi ch d.eals 
wit~ the raising of canaries in Leavenworth Peni­
tentiary by Robert Stroud. It is sug1ested . t~at 
this be made a matter of record in the Stroud file. 

Attachment 
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;i t' . f1.1, !~ ~ : .;.1 __ _ 

;.~r . .!.. ~·dd ___ _ 

M;:- . '!'r a e;.·---­

:-.:r •. C:i! ·r:r:z' ·---·--

1:h.-. rr~n cl ·.· l ·---
Mr. M:eGuir '6! ___ _ 

Mr. ?vlum.! ord ___::____ 

M. i." • Q u 'i I!:!. T a .:em _ 
Tele. neom __ 

Mr. N"of.l ac -.-----'"' 
Mica Beahm __ _ 
Itf.! a a Gandy __ _ 
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Mr. Glavin 
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Mr. Starke 
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Mr. Nei!Be 

MisE Gandy 
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th in the mail. from uch money as he ha(.i m h1s clothes and brought 1it 
. ago 

1
,ere camfethose privately pub-. · ·orne. For this he got 12 years and was sent to McNeill 

Minneapo 1s one o · I 1 d p · h h d 28 · th · d t ' lished books which non-professional san nson w ere e serve . ~on. s ai). was r!Lnll- ·i 
·are forever sending out to per- fe~red to Leayenworth. The1·e,. 1_n __ 19~6, ·he st~bb~d l!-

"'u"u'Jh • ., . · cess . to newsprint and guard dead w1th a handmade. kn1fe. He W.~ convtcted 
~~~g ac was called · of murder and sentenced to hai).g· but was spar~d .on a · 

· s commutation to life by Woodrow Wilson o~ h~s own rep-
a on to a . resentat~on that the guard had )Jeen persecuting him .. 

friend who runs a large chicken farm, * * "· 
believing it might qe useful in his THE warden of Leavenworth, taking n,o more chances, 
business. The book was soon followed put him in solitary where Stroud, casting. about for 
by a letter .revealing that th~ auth~r, a hobby, began to show 'interest i11· can!!-ries. The warden 
Robert Stroud had been a pnsoner m let him have a ·rew birds, got ·h~ ,a ll).icroscope and 

solitary confinement at Leaven~orth , Prison since 1916 literature and presently there ·were canaries all over 
and had recently . )Jeen· transferred to Alcatraz wher~ he the place. '' · 
would be unable to continue his experiments on b1rds! stroud experimented with ·breeds, feeding .and medicines 
Meanwhile, my ft:iend, the chicken farmer, rep<?rted that to cure their ills . . He casually . mentions that in the 
·the book was very , good, revealing loJ;Jg and mte111gent summl)r of 1938 .he W!!-S "engaged in some experiments 
l}tudy and experiment and containing many excellent with canaries, to produce pastel pip.~ and .)avend~r 
drawings to illustrate the identifying sign of such mala- plumage by feeding them o.n 9rganic dy:~stuffs. ~e ·even. 
~ie;f and injuries as birds, a,nd paiticul.a~!y canaries, are describes methods ·of s~tting, :splinting and restricting the 
prey to. · . • . use of broken wings .and legs. ,.. • . · . 

:Here then, is the story of Robert ~troud who has Stroud, now 53 years o"id and. bavitig spent 11 :rp9re 
bred, raised and .nui:sed can~·ies thru many .years of years. of his life in ~olitary than he ~v:er spent 1ree as 
isolation from all but the most necessa,ry and formal a child and young man, probably will 9ie .in prison as 
relation with other human beings, and who, with the a restricted inmate. He was sent to Aicatraz 'in December, 
possible exception of the late oiesse Pomeroy, l).as spent 1942, for reasons whi.ch the Bureau of Prisoners con­
more · time ih solitary than any other Aplerican prisoner. I Siders to . be good. His I:>Ook iS 'dedicated to· his frienl; 

,. ,. • . and to h1s enemies "whose :rpeap, !ittle. or thieving soul , \ 
TROUD, at the age of 19, was setting himself up in actuated 'by $pite, bigotry, ·jea}ousy, sa;dism,. :Vindictive!Jes 

the business of pander in Juneau, Alaska, with a : or ignorance, by their ver.y ·opposition have ·stimulated · 
le of one prostitute. One· morning the lady came ~ to greateF effort anc;l licco~P.lispll]ei).t thim: would ~ave 

h e :f_rom an engagement with a bartender and reported otherwise· been "impo.ssible for ·me.'' - . · · 
that he had paid her only . $2. Stroud went to the He no loi).ger has ;his 9anaries. · ,_ . _ .. . 

. , ., r,... ~; f.: 

, .. 

WASHINGTON NEWS 
Page.....,.._-.;..· ;..,· ..:..·"'~--
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Mr • Coffey 
Mr • Glavin 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols __ 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 

4':' Mr. Barbo 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. ~~cGuire __ 

llAJ:RH February 24~ 1944 

NICHOLS~ l.fR. MEMORANDUM FOR 
Mr. Mumford __ 

(,._.,/ , IY' Mr. Piper __ _ 
_ ,//./! 1 You will recalJ,. that in recenteeelf:s TiestbroolcMr. Quinn Tamm 
/'/ Pegler has written two columns on Rober-t:'Str~ud, an Tele. Room -

individual serving a 1 ife sentence who ~s qu~te an M N r. ease 
authority on canaries. Ml'ss ---Beahm~ 

We have secured from the Congressional Library '-1iss )andy __ _ 
a copy of the boolf: entitled "Diseases of Canaries" writt~-----­
by Stroud and published by the Canary Publishers Company, 
Kansas City, Uissouri, in 1933. The boolc was edited by 
Herbert c. Sanborn, Ph-.D.~ Vanderbilt University. Trhile the 
boolf: is of no interest from the standpoint of law enforcement, 
it appears to be a rather thorough treatise on canary diseases. 
Some of the chapters are headed "Anatomy," "My Own J.fethod of 
Feeding," "The lloult, 11 "Infectious Necrosis of Canaries," and 
uMy Bird is Dead. 11 

We have also borrowed from the Congressional Library 
a copy of the January, 1943_, issue of ''American Canary Magazine" .. 
which contains on page 18 and 19 an article by Stroud entitled , 
"I Wonder. 11 Page 19 contains an announcement of "Stroud's 
Digest on the JJiseases of Birds, 11 which wi;Ll sell for jj5.00. 
A photostatic copy of the article and this announcement is 
attached. 

rMile we will not be able to borrow a copy of 
11Stro ud 's JJige st on the JJi sease s of Birds" this matter will 
be followed and an attempt will be made later to review a 
copy of this just as a matter of possible interest. 

Respectfully, 

~~ 
H. A. Janes 

.~:1ttachment 
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···• ' .~<J~"~.~i·~'rim'-·b•·<v~i;~~~tt~~;.~;·fi·¥~·,~l'lt,i~i1~1rif,~~i. :, . . ·R dedtcated ,hnrisetf..:or,~lie~self ·,to ' a;iworthy~.1ask · :and• ~Ood; glue~ ,an.dc~:ultr·:ate(f::t~-:·4t94:~~ ·g~r,:m~ ;m : · ;·,' ~ 
.· ha~ - sooner'., or 1aterl re.ached< the' place ·.'5vhere<it .w3:s .. . m'ediCin.c: ;l:lghles::: ~~IJ:.id~hti!)ed ~ the'•, dise!lse~ ofltn.i'< 

. ,····~<~~~~~J~t);.ti~tr~sit~ii~~~~;R_ft~~f.\·~~~~}k1~!~~~1Wf~ - ·.: .-~~e~~~~~!~~;~j~~~-:T~ffi~r~~-'~~~~~t~~t.taitj~~ ; ··· 
., . _and ~,s_q . I!I~SH,-~of;'\if!~~\,l~~ : ~pd : ~J10.~~.: r~<lllY: - of ).!P- ·.be.11efit'. ~- ~grpetlll!C,S ··· ~!th _ , Pe[ltll~;st~.~, · .· ~?lll:~t,lme,~i\~. - ; 
· .porJance _and •yalue·•~ or•'·am >' 1· stmply delud1ng my" \\'!thout. :c -IIJ , 1932,· I \\'rote , a)1ttle bgOIC~n' Qtseases:~;!· 
' ' se!'f ;<1£t'etfirig"':l\~ay;Jrily: 't'ife:· in: the service of·•thos'e of: Canaril1s,'~\\fhich was pii}llish&J:•ot,r J:<;:'J j Powel1'1 

'< 

>' who'do;:nohvish ~to!lbe ·served?P Having reached df KanswCity, and marly of you fui.ve cbeen ~i~ 
;: tlfat·:p9 ihi/ il}my/ owh·;lifei' 'I ·have deCided to :put enoug~ ;t{tell me. t.hat it is the.ll~~fthing : (:m : J:,ird . -- . 
· the' questioni f~irly;'and fran\dy up to you. . ·· diseas~s:: .th~t ~a:s; ever .c.pme to yolif,,a~tention·, · }J~;; ;,c i 
· .· .. ¥ent.. x:eil~.s>':h~f9r~ ·, ffic?st of yo~ w-~re born, a th~t · a,~ : jt ,fri.l!-Y• ;I_ ha:<;e .n,~:-;_e~ .· receiV,e.d . p11e dime 

yqung ';m;it!:..-,wlt!:Vant;;lnsattable cravmg Jor knowl" toya.ltyd()r; thts .wor~ a!ld hay.e been ~revented fr~ 
edge; but.in(:) ·'fo'fin'a!i'''schooling; .. ·entered a United pros~util1gjnfringementclaims agjiinst tMr. ·~owe!L• 

'· States :;P$~itetJti_ar>:. ' \J3:ritered: ir w. ith . the firm .. re- ~ l. Rgiift-~l~~~,;~f : a'll tlii~ ~~d- in:Spi;e 'of ~~y diiti~ 
, ~o!ye ' to a cdd . S~ll1~t!JI!l~ usef.uL~o ·:~IS kn?w)edge cdlties)':-h ;ri'jay ' hav(!' had;;'l ,have .:never c'~sed ' or. 
; •PI!~Y · di'-Y- ;.;ff.~·~.tu_~t~d t:na.the,tpat!ss.' ch(!~tstry, as sla\;keneq.'l'lJy :·paq:,ih my §titdy .oLbird• disea~¢1 • .. J 
: Jar;a,s :~Qs~.\,91.~ ~}V,tth()\lt l.~· la~or~~.~q~ • . phy~tcs, , g~ol- have., 'tai.lght,·,myself . !>acferiology, · histolofiY .. aM 

~~~/~~~; ~ '!strgry~~1¥ ;. an~; h~:- ~~.<~d ,mc~~s~llHY anytlpng . P.~tHol6gy : :~I .• hav.e ,,deveio~d ;a ,co~plete 'system' of 
; li%so~~s! ·?;.•:;!].91~ <?f~perammg to . ~e11ci~le and _ the microscopic .technigu~:. aniJ. Jhave :. ta.rriedon'.a mor~: 
bt9l?~.~~~l : ~f 1 ~!1.~t;s - ~.n !1'~11eral. . . Th.ts went· '0 !1 for· eX!ten's)vet;;;exQt;'riJherita:tiori • ;iii:: avian .. ther~peutics 
se\.'e.n ... years. ·.'···. T. --.h.en .. th1s Y. o.ung ma·n. fo.und htmself. th .. '.-- ... · ... ··"''·.' -·.·. ·-.---. • ... -------.-· '.·:h-.. -.·.· .,. ·.•·.· ·. . •t·. ' · .d·.·.·.·. 't'h .-t. h" · · · · · ·•---··~.- f•··...-,c. ll ' · .d"· ·. -. ·· ... ,.f •- .. · an any, t>l1rsonc.w 0•11as •,ever 1ye ~wt ere-

I' m~~~ so tt~~x;:.~.e~ ; yn, ~r · sentence 0 ' deat~, and _un- si.tlt ' . .tliar}' H,:3:vei!>cen able to\ find ,"a cure. fqr every 
dtr.·t~.~~e:. ~I~C~!J).S.ta':s~s ;, ~e · dev~loped a dlstast~ fo~ - cohtagi(}us: 'Ordnfeciiotis disease with. which . I have 

.. t 1e ; !11~1_l,~a!;.foncelltrarw~· ~ssentzalto the l_)Ursutt Ol . wJrked; a'ria] ' haVe worked; with practically. every 

. a~sJ~a,~~:,1:lef'\C~·.~n4;~·~S?·: ~urned to - ~h~ less arduous d.i~~a·~~ · tq: ' '\\'.l)ich canaries ar~ 'su~ceptible .. As a 
,•,:,t/·-!~ .~s .p<f)!t!SIS•: Jang-ua!l'e and drawmg. . . s1de 1ssue. ·" } ·have alsp carhed on extenMve re-

. .. -i .• :··,""'!\W~~ -f?ur ·.?"e<~:;s unde: sentence of. deat~. he searches· into the · causes of .a number of littte-
.. ·;;~,£9~:~p~.: ~_~ms~lf fa~mg a: hfe s~nt~nce m . soh~ary un~erst<i&l'· conditions. · 

'' •• :cop~ihs!f!e~~_; ; ~pd ·m ~he , hope of ben'!gable to. earn i ' ·, : · -' • · · .·.. . . . . 
. tlie ;111oney )Vtth . whtch to ·. supply -- h1s small needs, r· . . 1 'fl)5<J.U,~!1p~~Jheyeat;s, .,t~~ve rec~tved .thousands 
. he fc.>qk 'y~'the [irei:dirig .of c'ariaries; whicl_l proyidM of i <1Ppe~!_~, 4or, h~lp ;frpm btr1 breed_e.rs and. poultry­

him )Viih ·!lis fjrst _opportunity to .turn his studies .. m~,n ,. who.: 'li~d · co~tagwus d1seases m thetr. flocks, 
of'the biotog-ical'sci'erices to some account. Throu~h.- -a~,il · , I \· ~~ye . neve;~ been too busy or too tu;ed to 
out\t1Je~e . .y~ays, :'hpwever. he .had beendrifting. !ikc: .. a'l~ i\Y.ir - ~yery ?ne of thes~ letters the day 1t ~as 

· •,a t liipi with'ouf•• a r1idder. He studied to be study~ ~~~-~~y~,g;';\,~~O,!J~h I cannot say that those havmg 
;)Jig ''• tHis, that and tlie other thing-whatever of JUrt§(!t~J.IC?n , over me have alwa,rs been so thought-

. -" interest · presented itself. but with no goal beyond ful .<J.f; yoour ,need for haste wh1ch, of course, was 
:the.:needs of.i~terests of the moment. . not _myc{au!t . . Thro~gh these lett~rs, I have be;en 

· ":,·tq~~Cefully :he, built up a· flock of fine birds and, abJe.;J9 .. < !~~t·.~Y findtrygs on practically all spectes 
~ _as;f!je·Ji,yed2;iit the room . .with them. he had . t!Jein _ oJjb!,rg~;{;PW~ng from .finches :to ostnches. 
· tmder Gonstant gbseryatton twenty-four hours per j N<?~• ·J : •have put t.he pr~cttcal res~lts of more 
day. He learned thetr every normal mood and ac- th~n tlitrty years of mtenstve study mto a book. 

· tion. \Vhen one died or was killed he dissected "Stroud's Digest of the Diseases of Birds,'' from 
it and studiea the appearance of each organ until all ~~it1J : you :have ~een able. to read many extracts 
of the structure of normal bird anatomy was as m ithe. pages of th1s magaztn~ during the last year. 
familiar to him as his own hands which were his I f;ear. however. that these extracts have given you 
principal and often his only tools.' a. Jimited impression of the scope. of. this work, 

Then one day, a contagious disease struck his bt:t a few bnef statements concernmg tts content! 
Rock. He saw loved 11ets dying like flies and .was w1\l correct ·that. 
powerless to do anything for them. Frantically, tThe main section of the hook consists of more 
he appealed to Government and State laboratories th4n three hundred alphabetically arranged head-
for assistance': frantically, he dispatched letters tv ings under which are discussed the extant knowl-
large publishing houses for books on bird and poul- edge of !?ird diseases, coupled with a complete re-
try diseases ; anrl, frantically, -he waded through poft of my own researches. All of my processes 
their pag:es, until the conclusionu was graduallv and formulae are g-iven in .~etail-and it may in-
forced upon him that none of the writers knew what te~est Y<;lU to know that not one of the articles that 
they were writing about: that bird medicine, as a haye .apfl.eared in_ this magazine has contained more 
science, simply did not exist It was then, with half than a ·fraction of what I have written on the sub-
of his Rock alreadv dead and the other half sick jeqts disc!!ssed. There are more than five hundred 
and dving. that he dedicated himself to the proposi- eros's · references and over a hundred notes, by 
tion that fewer birds should suffer and die because means of which it is possible for the breeder to 
their disea5cs \n:re not understood. st~rt ·with any symptom or lesion observed in his 

Yes. as many of you probably have already bir'ds; trace down the disease, make the diagnosis 
guessed. this young man was myself. and Jearn. all that there is known ahout that pin-

Realizing that I could depend only upon my- tic~ Jar· disease within a matter of minutes. THE 
self T began caJling up half forgotten ideas gath- Kl)lOWLEDGE YOU WANT, WHEN YOU 
erecl in my stuclies of chemistry and biology. ap- W~Ni':r';JT. This section is illustrated with eighty-
plying them to the problem at hand. I made cultur~ se~en ' plates, CQ.njaining two .•hundred and ten ana-: ·. ' . . , 
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!-~Fair Enoug·h . - '\ 

By Westbrook Peg,_"~~ 
There are -a• number of remarkable prisoners in Federal J 

and ~tate institutions who have whiled away the tlays l 
and years and stood off the rot by study. One is a.1 
mathematician and another from whom I receive oc- \ 
casional letters smuggled into the mail, has become an 

1 impressive writer altho he was just an ignorant, mur­
perous ~t~le gutter-snip~ when h& went . up more than .·\ 
~0 years ago. - ·· · 

~\ 

\ 

{'tHICAGO, Feb. 21-Perhaps I should 
\.J not have written about Robert 

the murderer :who has .spent the 
last years in solitary confinement in 
Leaven.worJ;h . a,n~ • ,Aicatraz, because 
now his press agent is all over me 
with Prop<J.g!!-nda about his won(lerful 
service to society in developing rE)llle­
dies for the diseases of birds and I 
can see no 'other safe' eotu'se tlian tO 
keep him locked up, and in solitary, 
until he dies. If it eould be · arranged 

• • • 
to let him resume .his studies that STROUD feels very sorry for himself and so do the 
might be a good idea for he apparently members .o! the little cult of canary breeders who 

ihas done work of considerable value to the poultry in-. think he should be allowed to carry on his work. They 
.dustry. His press agent, L. G. Marcus, o~ Minneapolis, :bave lost sight of the. !act that he is twice a killer and 
~ays that if the prison . authorities would really give 
the man facilities he could greatly curtail the loss o! once was .condemned. However, it )VOuld be cruel not to 
poultry, especially turkeys. He says also that Stroud has try to imagine his own frame of mind and he certainly 
a. way to shorten th~ war by niearls. of some~~ing ~hat has goo·d reason to f~l that he has done soine~hing to 
~~~!d be made cheaply in !t~Y br~we:y~ ~ut .I go~ t be:I~ve , J'l!S~~Y that gift. It is hardly a question now of· payment 

· * o o of his debt j;o society. TP.e weight of that debt cannot BUT if Stroud should be ·deemed to have ·a. right to tie measured against his contribution to the world but his 
keep canaries and peddJe them, then th~ next" man record proves that he is not a man to be trusted at liberty. 

would have an equal right to raise dogs or ·goats or ' · 'The prison system might, however, find a way to make 
pigeons and complicatiions. would .ensue .quiQk).y, • J).nd the use of its Strouds. He could still be kept guarded in 
:fact is that h,e did enjoy 'remarkable special priVileges solitary and allowed to have his birds and continue his 
lfor a long time and lost them only because he has ~n contributions to knowledge rof an . important subject in 
ornery streak which makes him an imminent menace · which few men possess equal information because so ·few 
to his fellowmen and began to take serious Uberties ~ are interested. That, however, is about the best. that 
little over a year ago. can be s~d for Stroud. • 

~. ~ .. ~1-
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rau wtll r-ecall "th-Gi iii " J'e(l~n·t weeu ll'es;tbr'l»olf . 

Pegle'r ho.$ rort'tten trDO aolu--8 on ROb~rt . -8tPDUd.l' 4_n . 
~tJ<.UuiduaJ a•l'"utng o li.fe sentetic« UJ~Jd.! ie qtdte. 011 . 
outhori1;JJ on cana:r,e8. · · ;l l: · · · 

. . . Jj . . . 

· we houe aec"Nd .from tli~ Co~g-~e4Je'hmal Ltbra'rll 
.a oJJpy o.f the bo-ot entitl-a "Dt#e4st!itt !·af e:o.nortea" t#t't"O~•'* 

.. 

. .,_: by St-roud and published b:y thtt co.n.artiJ ~ Pu'bl'•httre Cc;mptl1l1J1 . 

Konaas City~ ANeaourt., $n l933. r4~ f.Ook ~-$ 6d.tecf bf1 . 
Herbert· o. -So.n.born, Ph.D., Yande_.bflt il Un~ucrrat'b.ll•. · Wh:tl~ -A• _ .. -
book ts· o.f ~o tnter•et .from , tht~ starradpo-:tqt, a/JGlP e".forceun_1Ji·· 

· it ypeorli t-o: bs a ro-ther thorou.g_h -ttrtottse -qn oan.ory_ di.Seflect:•• 
8o1JJ&f o;/ the oh{lp·ter•. ore headed ·A~4t;tl'4ll1 ".. "/IJI Cftm Netlt"d oJ' : 

. Feed'lng, 11 ttThe Moult," 8 IDfec'tttHill Ne~n, -~t$ .oJ' C4nelr,e;," ~-4 . . 
#Jiy ~' rd t s Df'la<l." !I' " -· · 

. . ' -11 . ~· . ' 

·we· hat~l also borrowed .r~m ~h.e · ·""ngr«saional Libre,.u 
". ct~_ P_u_. ·o_.'of t __ he.-_ JcnU<Jr_y_,._· l948j ts_al$• __ -_- 0:•'/'!-;b' "- .~-- - - e_rt._ c_·_a_ n ·_can_ or_u ila,g_• __ _ ~n:e" which contata.s o,. pogtJ. l8 and 19 · 4n ~· tcle b.g St.roud 6n~t:tJ;ecJ · 1 
"I·Wondsr .. " Page l9 contatns an ·onnt> .no:ement of •s-trorsd'·• · -· 
JJ'Ig1111t. on• thll J)t_· ltllflllttB _o.t -BJrd_. __ tJ1 " ~~M;h !D'l~ se __ ll · . .ro-r _ #:S.oo. . 
A photo:stattc copy of tha artt~le <a#4l ttHs Cl~nounce~ t ·s · ,_. 
o:ttaeAed.. . ·· · · · ' ,.. 

. . .. !f . ' . ' . \ ' . 
. ;;....____------.- _-+-_-. ~Wh~l• U~e·- will not:· fi8QJJie''t'o Torrtiw-o t;opyW, ~ '~·L . -- ~ 
'f ,.Stro~ ·· s .D"gest on -the IJf,s(uJaes Qf lft r4s" .tilts 1/lqt~sr U1tll · 

. I 

r ' be ;tqllotoed ana an attezapt rp-t:ll be •q.de : .l~t'!ir to ritu~ew o : . . 
-oopy'i-. oj t-hts· Jus-t Q.a a mat-ter of poa.&tble . tctere13:t. 

"'- ~. . : f • - ; 

. . ' 
.. . ·, .• -~ 

. .. · · zi,;. :·A• ·Jon·ea .-' . . ;, _-- ~ .. _ 

t ·. 

.· .. ' 

. · ' ~ .- . . ~ - t ' . 

' ·; .. : .· .. 

r ··, 
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~ARD FORM NO, 64 

office Memo!mdum 
TO I·ffi. HOOVER-

SAC AUERBACH 

SUBJECT: ~IRDf•lAN __ OF _ ALCATRAZ.11 
__ __ 

, The Story of Robert Stroud, 
Thomas E. Gaddis, Random House, 
Ne't·I York~ 1955 

PERSONAL 

The pre-release "review" copy is apparently out and 
concerns itself ·with Stroud's life at Alcatraz where he is 
allegedly lifetime confined for murder. Stroud supposedly has 
the longest record of solitary confinement in the United States 
and developed a hobby of raising canaries. 

I ltells me that in the book there is an incident 
1 
related reflecting that you savJ the man in 1936 and bought a 

! ten-dollar canary for your mother 1'Jith a guarantee that if it 
d 't'Jeren't any good he would replace it. Allegedly the bird turned 
l jout not to be a singer~ and the story is told that he replaced it 

I 
'\ 

'· 

\ 

but that prison officials '\'Sere circulating "natiom·Jide" that 
1 Stroud had sold you a painted sparro't'J instead of a canary. I 
lknow nothing more concerning the incident but thought you ought to 
~know about the book. ( ~ 

C.-~.H.I NT<""':t J:, 'i~t..t..h•;-n..:t;. (!opp ::.. f.} f;.r<' '-/) 
r-----.........r.-.....Jo.~ .......... l..olo.lol.ll""""'-l'oi...IOI..Iol:........loolo.-.........: ........... oloo.W......¥A.O~ act that I ~ ~B: 
~--~--~--~~~~~~~~------------~~h~a~s~·~u~s~t~now been assigned 
to the local IC Unit at Confidentially~ § 
according to the supervisor of the group~ is being held~/ · 'E 

plicant lba:kround work "where he can o us no harm."/ ~ 
1
-__ ________ _ 

·who is year-old~ single chap, is apparently going '\:5o / lb"6 J 
for a coup e of years. He attended ere school, \'las ~ 

assigned to G-2 at San Francisco., and was asked by the Colonel fi 
in char9e there "t·Jhere he 't·Jould like to be assigned; and thus got g 
bac l~ to L I· You viill remember thatl _ lfamily is ~ 
from-this area and that no~ only the Justlce but a so the boy hl 
't·Ient tol I at L 7"1: I· .. ~ 

. .:-, l \ ·· · .:: · ~~--~:..rcr./(-dO : 
,.,.·.1· 1~ ~ --------F T... i"'- - .:~ ~ :: " .. ,.\ 

1 RDA:LI·1 

. --
I •_-

1 • 
.... '·· .... · 
I ~ ~ 
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'tJjjiCe Memora'hdum • • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT · 

TO flf\\ Tolo~:; 
JJR. NICNFi~R..~~ DATB: September 28, :=a· · A ''{ -\ 1955 • Belmont~ 

li ~ """"'/ :~ol:•~ 
PROM 1 JJ • .A~JCJTJpS Y Parsons--

\ / Rosen 

~ ~I . I" i~=---_-_---
IUBJECT: ; RJJMAN QF ALOATltAZ Winterrowd-

e '8-torii-oi iiobt?.r-b S1;rouq c\\~\\SS~ ~~~~!:o:= 
~~of.h~~~~E~· Gaddis ALL INFORMt\TtON CONTAiNED ~Gandy-: 

HEREIN~ 'CLASS! I'D J\J < 
SYNOPSIS::- _DATE • l BY ~ 'QW / b6 

I a good contact of eattle Office~_...b 7 D 
T.:i: me::randum s;mm:ri2es captioned book. b 7c 

brought bo6o a ent1.on o ' ;;ru, /Seattle, who advised Bureau by letter-\. 
dated September 15, 1955. .Author Gaddis has been engaged in social and 
probati-on work for Los Angeles Oounty, Oalif., since 1944. Bufiles re­
flect Internal Securi~-R investigation (never completed) during 1941-
1942 on man believed identical with author. Bufile 62-75147-26-408 
reflects Gaddis fired from position of deputy probation officer for Los 
Angeles Qounty because of insubordination, conduct unbecoming a deputy 
probation officer and improper activities on official county pime. 
Gaddis appealed to Oounty Oivil Service Commission, but on November 20, 
1951, his dismissal was upheld. 4 

The boolr concerns the 1 ife of RoberAtr.~~-. a twice-convicted ~ -

l
murderer.7 who has spent the las-t 46 yea1•s 'Hl p1·1.son, 39 of them in soli- ·~­
tary confi,ne.ment. For a period while incarcerated at Leavenworth Peni- -; : 
tentiary, S~roud raised canaries in his cell. In reviewer's opinion, '\~ 
author is at~empting to create sympathy for his subject. 

;:: 

Book makes several references to FBI. Innocuous references ; 
pages 211 and 294. On page 242 author states: 1~lcatra2 was in business~ 
and the FBI agent became a national hero. But while spectacular gang- ~ 
sters· were brol~en, the larger gangs found substirtutes for illegal liquor t 
traffic, and deepened their merger with political machines." The ~.atter o 
sentence could be attempt to disparage work of FBI. ./ .· u . / .. a 

\ /' .¢-~ . w 
On page 247 author states JJirector visited Stroud in his qell @ 

at Leavenworth in 1936 and purchased a ca,nary. Autho-r states that al- o 
though Stroud guaranteed to replace the bird if it did not sing, and Ed 
ac.tually did so, pri $on of.fif?i als later circulated gossip that Stroud ! 
had sold the JJirector·a painted sparrow •• Bufiles concerning Stroud make~ 

'--,_n_o_"g(~iJ:~=:l[~l::,edly sold to !);,~or. , ~ 
Finally, on page ~"J;. s-ta-tes -tha-t~wing -the a-t-temp-ted 

prison break at Alcatra2 in 1946, The FBI swept in t ie down criminal 
evidence for indictments of prisoners on conspira~~~-'~~s~~ree 
m:urder. One by one~ scores of ~O!tivicts w~re;ra.lfe:d out of their ~ells 

5:QJJCTJ81~~~~ .RECOr<DED-12 / ~ ~ •. !;; ,.-' /):5 ~.;)1 . · 
I I ~'@, , /.7 t;;'\} ~ ,/.' --' {. Tx-:-- ~ ' ~ 
ul.G.:ul,~:.(5) " . INDEXED-12 ... --~ ~1;:~~ ~ .. >:~ · 1-'. :1~~ 

~ ... . 
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Memo:randum for Mr. Nichols ,September 28, 1955 

for grtlli..ng by Government agents." 

Bufile 70-12090 reflects Bureau Agents interviewed inmates 
in position to witness any events of interest to investigation of attempted 
prison break. Technicians of FBI examined firearms and latent finger­
prints and testified at subsequent t~ial of three convicts convicted 
of murder. 

RECOllMEND.ATION: 

For information. 

- la -
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Memorandum for Mr. Nichols Sep-tember 28,. 1955 

The book "Birdman of Alca-traz, ·The S-tory of Robert Stroud, 11 

by Thomas E. Gaddts, was released reoentl~ by Random House, New York, -[6 1 

New York. ~ good con b7c 1 

tact of seAttle Oj1~ce, brough~ book ~o a ;ent~on 6,f $AU who advised b7D ! 
Bureau by letter dated September 15, 1955. 
AUTHOR, THOJ.liAS E. GADDIS 

/ .· 

Thomas E 1-t&addis,. borili,n Denve.r,~(]_o_l.o_.,.ado, was educated at 
St. Thomas ~~a y ca emy ana the University o~Minnesota. A resident 
of Los .Angeles, C/al..:if-.o.rl}_~~a, since 1944, he has been actCOe1:y engaged in 
social and probation- work for Los Angeles County. Also active in the 
public-relations field, Mr. Gaddis was publici~ director for the San 
Fernando Community Chest and for the American Red Cross in nine areas. 

Holding a B.A. degree from the University of Minnesota, Gaddis 
received a fellowship at the Untversity of _Iowa_ where he did graduate 
work and taught English. "Birdman of Alcatraz1r ts his first book. Mr. 
Gaddts has spen-t several years on the research and writing of thi,s 
book. (From ".About the Author'' on the book jacket) 

Bufiles reflect -that Thomas Eugene Gaddis, believed tden~ical 

)

wi-th the author, was the subject of ~n Internal Security- R investiga­
tion originating at Omaha, Nebraska, during 1941-1942. It was alleged 
that Thomas E. Gaddis had made a false af.fidavit in executing WPA Form 
608 (Affidavit Required by the Emergency Belief Appropriation Act Fiscal 
Year 1941) to the.. Work Projects .Admin i strati, on, s-tating he was not a 
Communist. The investigation was not comple-ted as subject Gaddis 
terminated his em~loyment with WPA on July 3, 1941 • . (l00-14752w) · 

A General Investigattve Intelltgence Report, Los AnQeles 
Eivision, for the period July 1, 1951, to December 31, 1951, (62-75147-
26-408) mentions one Thomas E. Gaddis on page 83. This report indicates 
that Thomas E. Gaddis, a deputy probation offtcer for Los Angeles Oounty, 

l

was fired because of insubordination, conduct unbecoming a deputy proba~ 
tion officer and improper acttvities on official county time. Gaddis ~ 
immediately pet:tioned the superior Qourt to reinstate him, at the same ; 
time accusing I I and other officers of 
"usurping power' to deprive him unjustly of his position. All the charges 
agai1:t Ga:dis :pportedly centered on his purported unethical association 
with__ _ -~ a probationer then serving time in the Oounty Jail. It 
was c arge tha Gaddis had busiPsealings with! las well as social 
contacts on many occasions after had been placed on probation and 
that all of these contacts were o a secret nature,. unrecorded in offic~al 
case records of the Probation Department. 

The Los Angeles "Ttme s 11 reported Farr 1 s version of the alleged 
association with Gaddis, as issued in a statement from his jail cell, 
that he had been paid $250 by Gaddis for 11ghost;writing 11 material on 

- 2 -
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Memorandum for Mr. Nichols September 28, 1955 

probation activities in general. Farr also reportedly disclosed '-/;hat;· 
at Gaddis' behest; he made a report; more or less critical of Zuck 1s 
administ;rat;ion. In November, 1951, the newspapers report;ed t;hat; Farr 
t;estiJied before the County Civil Service Commission, saying t;hat he 
had been hired by Gaddis t;o work on a 11publ ic relat;i ons proJect;" de­
signed t;o discredit t;he County Proba7;ion ~part;ment; adminis7;ra7;ion. 

On qovember 20, 1951, t;he Count;y Civil Service Commission 
upheld~~----~Jdismissal of Gaddis as a deput;y proba7;ion officer. 

THE BOOK 

The book, "Btrdman of ./!lcat;ra2," purports t;o be a rr ••• true 
st;ory of t;he prisoner wit;h t;he longest; record of solit;ary confinement; 
in the Unit;ed Stat;es-who became a leading aut;horit;y on birds" - Robert; 
Stroud. The author carries you t;hrough t;he ent;ire life of his subject, 
Robert stroud, from his birth, his childhood, his conviction for murder 
at; the age of 18, and his subsequent imprisonment;. Throughout; the 
entire book, the aut;hor builds up a sympat;het;ic appeal for his subject~ 
who has spent the last; 46 years in prison, 39 of t;hem in solitary con­
finement. In 1916, having served nearl·y seven of his original twelve­
year sentence, Stroud stabbed a prison guard. He was subsequently con­
victed and sentenced to hang; however, his sentence was·commuted to 
life imprisonment by ;resident Wilson. He subsequent;ly became int;erested 
in raising canaries and later was permitted to raise them in his cell 
at Leavenworth. 

In the reviewer's opinion, the author is attempting to put 

I the wor$t possible light on the prison system and the law which keeps 
Robert Stroud in prison over all these years. 

MENTION OF THE FBI 

There are several references to the FBI and the Eire9tor, 

) 

some of which may be construed as being critical. ..A.ll reference-s are 
set out in detail below: 

On page 211, referring to the crime conditions of the 1930s, 
the author states: 11The JJepartment of Justice tightened its organi2a ... 
tion and struck out at; the rampant underworld with the Jist of the 
FBI.'" 

On page 242, the author stat;es: 1~lcatra2 was in business, 
and the FBI agent became a national hero." However, the author follows 

)

that sentence with: '~ut while spectacular gangsters were broken, the 
larger gangs found substitutes for illegal liquor traffic, and deepened 
their merger with political machines." This latter sentence could be 

/• 
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Memor·andum for Mr. Nichols September 28, 1955 - .... · . 
an attempt on the part of the author to disparage the work of the 
FBI. 

The author states on page 247 that the nirector visited 
Stroud in his cell at Leavenworth in the late summer of 1936, at 
which time the Eirector allegedly purchased a canary for the sum 
of $10. According to the author, ~roud told the Director that t~ 
bird was young and untried~ but guaranteed to replace it if it didn't 
sing. ~roud sent the canary to the Director's mother, enclosing a 

)

letter in which he stated he would replace the bird if it was not 
in top condition. The author concludes this portion by saying: 
"JJespite his efforts, Stroud heard that his bird had not performed, 
displeasing Mr. Hoover. Stroud replaced the ten-dollar bird with a 
twenty-five~doLhr one. Years later, however, Stroud was nettled by 
gossip whic~ he claimed prison officials were circulating 'nation­
wide 1 from l'fashington: that he, The Birdman, had sold J. Edgar 
Hoover a painted sparrow for ten dollars. Stroud was more offended 
by this than by graver accusations. A painted sparrow! The convict 
never forgot the matter. Many years later he answered the 'libel and 
discredit' to his avian reputation by inserting his reply as 1E~hibit 
A' in a sworn court document.n 

Bufiles concerning Stroud make no mention of the canary 
allegedly sold to the Director. 

Referring to the attempted prison break at Alcatra2 in 
1946, the author states on page 294 that Warden Johnson "·.wired 
the Ooast Guard, the San Francisco P·olice Department, the Army, the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons~ the FBI, press associations and San Fran­
cisco daily newspapers.u1 

On page 306, he says; with reference to activities following 
the attempted break, "The Rock was shut tight under the angry scrutiny 
of trigger-conscious guards. The FBI swept in to tie down criminal 

]

evidence for indictments of prisoners on conspiracy and first-degree 
murder. -One by one, scores of convicts were racked out of their cells 
for grilling by Government agents. tt 

Bufile 70-12090 reflects Bureau Agents interviewed all inmates 
reported by .Associate Warden to be in the cell houses·and in a position 

~
o witness any events of interest to- the investigation of the attempted 
rison break. In addition, technicians of the FBI conducted e~aminations 
f firearms, including guns and ammunition, and latent fingerprints, and 

FBI Agents testified at the subsequent trial of three of the convicts 
who were convicted of murder. 

- ~-
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Tolson-­
Boardman-­
Nichols-­
Belmont-­
Harbo-­
Nohr---
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Rosen-­
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Winterrowd -
Tele.Room_ 
Holloman __ 

Gandy~, 
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• 

lebruary 203 1956 

vear~l ------------~1: 
Your le·tter d.·.:..tecl February 7, 1956, has been 

receiuca, and I an ackuo~led.ging it in Mr. Hoover's 
absence fron the city. 

I must adutse that this Bureau has no naterial 
available j'or fl.istributi,on regarding Robf.:rt Stroud.. I 
th.ought you night 1 ike to knou that Ur. Hoover saw 
Robert Stroud in the United States Penitentiary at Leaven­
worth, .L:ansas, and tha-t l.lr .• Hoover did purchase a canary 
J'ron him. 

NOTE: Bufile 62-25004 
a canary from Stroud. 
who has spent about 46 
canaries in his cell. 
"Bird Man of Alcatraz" 

• 

Sincerely youra, 

Helen if. Gandy 
Secretary 

reflects the Director did purchase 
Stroud is .a twice-convicted murderer 
years in "prison and who raised 
He was .. the subject of the book, 
by Th~~~s~~~ Gaddis. , 

b6 
b7C 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

-· 

/ 
~I· am interested in writing row ther.m theme about Robert 
_ Stroud,., ~O'tv a prisoner at Alcatraz. vfuile he was at 

Leavenworth, you purchased a canar,r- from him. He was 
·supposed to have experimented."idth his canaries. 

I fully realize you are a bus.y man and I appreciate that 
fact, but could you please send me any information you 
might ha,ve? 

Thank you v.ery much far: as you are able to help me • 

. \ 

RECORDED - 19 

J 

ge- FEB'21 1956 f:] 
"""""""-- ;~~.:~:_!!!.~L ... l_4l 

b6 
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Mr. J. Edga:·r Hoover 
~ederal Bureau of Investigation . 
Unit~d States Department of Juetice 
Washington 
n,a • 

------~----------------------------
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JGL:dls 
(5) 
NOTE: 

62-25004 

- f -t<oc·~ f:_ I., 

·---- ~·· -

Stroud is a tt1ice convicted,..murde.r,r?r. -r1ho has 
spent _about.46 ye~rs in prison·ana Tiho raised 
canaries ili~· ·jai1:o 
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Mr. Mason / 

Mr.Moh~~ 
July 3, ~95~;;_2~:q / ~~: :::w~ 

· o/\ Mr. Tamn ____ _ 

Bureau files reflect that the Director ~~: ~:::: ___ _ 
saw Stroud in the U. S. Penitentiary 
at Leavenworth in 1936 and 
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Detroit :t Michigan. 

l.lr. J. Edgaz Hoover 
F~deral B~eau of Investigation 
Washington, D.O. 

Dear Sir; 

,/ 

"'-<'r 

June fO, 1956o 

It may be of of interest to you to have the follQwing 
information. 

~-------+~he writer has been informed that Attorneys I I I j andl I of Sacramento Oalif have filet\ 
a petition with the Olcrk of the u.s. Diatrict Oo~t in San­
Francisco on Yay 18, 1956 in b~half of their client Robert ~o 
Stroud who is confined in Alcatraz Prison. The p~tition is for 
Injunctive Relief~ Judicial aeviow and Declaratory Relief. The 
Respondents in this oaaG are ( The United Stat~B of America ) 
P.J. Madigan Warden of Alcatraz, J.v. Bennett, Director of 
Faaeral ~risons. H$rbe~t Browne~l,Jr. UeS. Attorney Genera~. 

When this case comes befor~ the United states District 
Couzt, I am certain it will be outstanding according to all the 
particulars contained in the petition, no. 35494. 

Th$ book recently published by Random-House ~ntitled-
( Birdman of Alcatr~z ) deec:ibes the life story of Mr. stroud 
the world famo,us canary Bird Doctor whom you met in Leavenworth 
some years ago~ After all he has done in the int~rEts:ts of thousands 
up,on thouaands in more ways tllan one , f:l.!el maatered the move and 
have kept this. brilliant man in a lone y cell, all alone and has 
been treated wo~ee than a ~tray mongrel dog. The late Frank Murphy 
whom you got to know pretty well, who was the Attorney General 
of the United States a few year$ ago :t:e:ferred to Alcat.:ra.z as a 
Hell holEt• 

As you well know. Alcatre.z has been referr~d to as the 
Rock. It has not been rocked. or even rolled r$oently, but I am 
informe.d and you have also that ther~ is plenty of talk on the 
inaide ci~cl~s in Washington about this particular place. You ma~) 
be sure that this particular Book will roll in the near future o--7. 

1 

;rl't" 
Mr. stroud has :fought and shook the might;v. next he will · ~"'----- 1 

start the rea~ classic in the u.s. Disttict Court in san Francisco 
with the AlcatTa.z Rook and Roll.. I am sure that :President Eisenhower 
will not like it, believe it o~ noto I will be anxious to ascertain 
what excuses or phoney ~ema~ks o~ stock replys J.V. Bennett will 
have to offe: when he tries to defend himself in aourt. Elvia Presley 
could strut aoroa~ the stage wesring a ball and chain while the 
:prison ltan~ .J?.la,_yed a feSl:r~; yhe P~_i~~n~r song.~-- ~ 

.HfCOJiDED-126. ' ~~~ ' &:· ;( ._ _;·~ . ' I - ~: ~ 
I trust this info will be of passing inter~st. I understa~d 

that they intend to make this .. ~~!~:t.!lrn~:~_!,~nfi!.l issue. Your fri~r~ 
Walter Winchell has been informed of "tn!s action. [;~~,~-, 

(o(j 
Anonymous ~ 
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August 13, 1956 

-· 

Dear ..... I --------~~ 

~ ~ 
'" 'E? ('") .. 
~~ ..... 

::1 rt'-
..n "'1'\ r:: • ':') ·<. e,..J 

.:A ......, ?-. v 
~ v-" : ; ~ 
..,..., .. --l ..- ~ 

Your letter postmarked August 2, 1956, has; r· ~ -3~ 
been received during Mr. Hoover's absence from the city; (h.d ~ ,_-:-. 
I am acknowledging it for him. ~ ~ c· 

In regard to your request, since the FBI has no 
authority to inject itself into matters involving parole and 
probation, I am malting a copy of your letter available to the 
Parole Executive, Board of Parole, U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

' ' 

~ ';.,.:Although I know Mr. Hoover will sincerely appreciate 
. ""-- .- __ your offe~ to send him the book entitled" Bird :Man of Alcatraz" by . !'~~~.;..if!~r·--omas 9~dis,~ .. l thought you might li.lte to know that Ytr. Hoover 
;1 U-G:-l "~ . as tlrl.s ~ok in his library. ,-\ J u t. . ~--.,! •• 

I::JJ!~ . ..~ ,-

- ~~9--t.~~:;J.:_'_,t~ ~""" -~~ Sincerely yours, 

I I _, 

Helen \V. Gc.ndy 
:, ) / Secretary 

• ~\. 'S"~• ~ 
Copy of 1n~9Ul).;].g sent by form to Board of Parole 

.. NOTE: Correspondent is not identi-fiable in_Bufiles. J?ufUe 62-25004 
· ·reflects the Director did purchase a canary irom Stroud. ~ Stroud is a 
~- J''i:~(S?}{ilq,t~a.m.ur.derer wh? h~ SJ?ent about 46 Y,e~s in prison and 

wltcr".tru.sed and studied canar1es 1n h1s cell. . -~ 
.·- : ~ ... 
I - - ~ _/ ~ r CEJ.\11:sak 
(3) 

-::- 't ,. ..,; ... ,- . ,-.... 4 

, '/ '; '· --. - . ,-:r_, 
/ I . 
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' .. •• 
Mr. John E. Hoover 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover:-

Several months ago, L------:~-"':"""":'----:~--~---"'""!""""~:-:o-~ I ~ mentioned in his morning service that 
he had just finished reading a most gripping story about a prisoner at 
Alcatraz - Robert stroud. 

As I was interested, I bought the book the next week and 
can corroboratl I statement. The book was written by 
Thomas E. Gad s. 

Robert stroud has been 46 years in prison, 39 in deep lock. 
He could have been paroled, had his mother because of jealousy not opposed 
it. This seems incredible, nevertheless it is true. 

How he through his wonderful mental acumen was able to 
study the diseases of canaries, and through his own research discovered 
the cure for diseases that ornithologists were unable to discern is 
astounding. In fact I remember that he sold you a white canary for ten 
dollars, and wrote to your mother in regard to it, and that he heard: that 
the bird had not performed and you were displeased. He then replaced 
the bird with a twenty five dollar one. There was gossip I believe that 
the white canary was a painted sparrow, which of course was untrue. The 
book made )l.O further comment on the transaction. 

•_.! Several Sundays ago, I I spoke at our Sunday 
Service. He: was: here for two Sundays. When I knew that he was to be here, 
I wrote to h~-m in regard to Robert stroud, as ::trhe title ofl I book is 
"Love Can Open Prison Doors. " He wrote to me that1l:h9 authorities will 
not release him because they hold him a poor risk" He said he had no real 
information about him except what he had heard and read. In his letter 

·1 !enclosed a letter that is issued monthly from his home in Monrovia, 
Ca:tlf. The subject was "Talk to Yourself." His last sentence was Across 
the miles our love and good wishes are flowing. Be of good cheer. " 

I wroteJ J a second letter and sent him "Thomas 
Gaddis" book The Bir Man ofcatraz. My last sentence was, Send your 
love across the Pacific to Alcatraz, and surely it can open prison bars 
as you say. 



r 
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He wrote me a postal card- I quote- "This book is 
probably the best thing done on America's strangest case and most famous 
prisoner. I enjoyed it from beginning to end, and the background material 
has given me better insight in the Birdman's trouble. This brother has 
never given up. Thank you for letting me read it." 

I was disappointed for I thought that he could do something. 
It was then., since it is a Federal case that I thought of: yon. I would be 
glad to send you my copy of the book as I did to Mr. Daily. It is 
authentic-

Surely, Mr. Hoover, this man is eligible for a parole if 
any one is. 

When we think of all the men who have been traitors to 
our country, Hiss, and all the ones connected with these last years who 

-~ 

..; never were incarcerated. White, Acheson, all the invisible government 
who are scheming to put us under one world government, and countless 
others whom you !mow who sold out China to the Reds- General Marshall etc. 

The blood of every patriot boils to know what hundreds have done 
who have infiltrated our government and are being paid out of our taxes. 
Did you see the play "Thieves Paradise" in Washington? 

Surely somethlng can be done for this man, who committed 
his acts in self defense, and has atoned for his guilt for acts by serving 
all these years in prison. Hiss served only CJ, short time and is at large-
Isn't he a risk? --

but 
This is a long letter, Mr. Hoover, (and} I had to go into 

details-

May I hear from you if you have the time? 

Sincerely, 

Is/ 

Aug. 3-'56 

Pardon me, I should have addressed J. Edgar Hoover. 
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LAW OFFICES 

CARL L. SHIPLEY 
N.A:l'IONAL PRESS BUl:LDING 

WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 

STE:RLING 3-1648 

February 13, 1957 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25 
D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I am counsel for All-Pets Magazine, Inc., and have 
CDbeen requested to check on the status of Robert 

Strey.£!.., the "Bird Man of Alcatraz." As I under=-
. s~and it, he was engaged in the smuggling of psit­

tacine birds and similar activities. I will appre­
ciate any information you can give me concerning 
him. I understand that much of his activity is now 
a matter of public record. 

With good wishes, I am 

Very truly yours, 

REGORDLJ · Sl -
"13 FEB 26 1957 

m 

, 
/-,, 
l 

',' 
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February 25, 1957 

'\ ~s 
\ I 

/ 
<' 

:CoarL..I ------~ 
Your letter dated February 13, 1957, has been 

received. 

1.\lthoug:it I t;ould Uko to b..-: of .c,orvicc, I om unabl~ 
to :furnish you informetion concerning th~ ~uhjoct of yom.· inquiry 
ci.t"lC.J data in our filus ifJ comidontiol end n.va.ilatlJ for official usc 
onl~r. I am taking the liberty, howGver, of rGierring a copy of 
your letter to the Director, Eureau of Pri:;ono, u. s. D~pm:-tmvnt 
of Justica, Wasbin(rton 25, D. c. , for what cld he cnn oficr you. 

Eincerely yourc, 

John Edgar £oovcr 
Director 

Copy of incoming sent by form to Bureau of ,JPrisons. I 
' / ;,. ,. 

NOTE: Robert Stroud is the prisoner who has been confined in 

·. 

Worth and Alcatraz prisOnlji,jgr SO many years and WhO has gained 
prominence because of hi'S' hobby, of;~~s-~g canaries. Numerous 
es appear in Bufiles conc~::rning correspohdent, who is a prominent 

illlllilitcm, ). C. , Attorney. He; Iic\914:>~£!11;~sociated with several 
front organiZatio~ and in 1953 he represented 
subject o:(Bnt-eau investigation under character 

preclude forwarding acknowledgment .. . -
::\'- .,- _1 



to knm·T if a prisoner 

this post card states and if he is receiving this type of 

treatment. Thank you kindl~. 

' 

~REc.-11 

CT171958 
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~ / - ----~ . / ~~.~ t I 
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} 
MR. TOLSON DATE: 10/7/58 

Tolson-­
Belmont­
Mohr-­
Nease-­
Parsons­
Rosen-­
Tamm-­
Trotter-­
W .C. Sullivan _ 
Tele. Room_ 
Holloman_ 
Gandy __ 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

W. S. TAVEL~ 
D 

ROBERT STROUD 
INFORMATION CONCERNING ~v<l\ 

" ' In accordance with your request, I have reviewed filep 
regarding Robert Stroud. 

It was reported in 1941 that Stroud was convicted of m~. ·~laughter 
in 1912 at age 18 in Juneau, Alaska. He was transferred from McNeil Island, 
Washington, to Leavenworth in February 1922, and shortly thereafter 
murdered an inmate there, for which crime he was sentenced to hang. This 
sentence was reportedly later commuted by the President of the United States 
to life imprisonment in solitary confinement. It was further reported that, 
since about 1925, Stroud had been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next 
to his cell in Leavenworth and had a laboratory which had been furnished by 
friends in the outside world. Stroud was reported to be regarded as a 
nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and diseases of birds. He claimed 
to have copyrighted a book "Diseases of Canaries'in 1933. 

A report of 1942 reflected that Stroud was commonly referred to as 
"The Bird Man" since he had been for years breeding canaries in the 
penitentiary which he was permitted to sell to persons outside. In December 1942, 
the officer who transported Stroud from Leavenworth to Alcatraz stated 
Stroud had claimed that he was making alcohol in his cell from sugar and 
fermented grain. Stroud allegedly recounted how he had shot five times and 
killed a man in Alaska and later had stabbed to death an inmate at Leavenworth. 

Stroud was interviewed at Alcatraz in 1943, in connection with (~ 
alleged irregularities in the prison and admitted having transmitted letters, ~ 
documents and information out of Leavenworth Prison through illicit channels. 
A book entitled "Bird Man of Alcatraz, the Story of Robert Stroud, " by 
Thomas E. Gaddis, and published by Random House, New York, in 1955, 
concerns the life of Stroud and indicates that he had at that time spent 46 years 
in prison, 39 of them in solitary confinement. On page 247, the author states 
that the Director visited Stroud in his cell in 1936 and purchased a canary. The 
Director noted on the memorandum setting out this information, "He did sell 
me a canary and it didn't sing." ( . . . _ / ..-

• • -: T ""' . . - ' / - / ~ '~ ~ :. t:d ? 
Th1s 1s the most recent reference to Sttou-ct·urB'rrtt~les • 

...CsT·DIYIG ~~-. ~ \'t;)~ · · ' REC.. 77 
c; \ (2~ ~\J ~";J rH \o~. IJ..· 
\ WI !(\ ~ 

.24 OCT 10 1953 



-----~-~~- -

• 

It was indicated by c1 1·t:.presentc..thv trom the B~au cl j'riSO.llS, w.lv· 
attended in the absence ofl I tH.u. ... r:-!.obert:Stroud, tne notodout. 
criminal who will have been ill<'<~rc~-. r;;~.te<.• tor 60 ~'2;U:J3 tnis ~uguet fvU."lwlng ~ 
murder of a man in Alaska, has Ht.)'• bce_l trnn;.;;feA.·.ceo irolll \lcatra7 to the 
prison medical center at Jeffe1·~ •VJ ::ity, \H:3~mH1. 

t 

lb6 'I lb7C 
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173 So. Detroit st. L.A. 36. 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover:-

Calif. 

Several weeks ago there was an article in the paper 
which stated that the Warden of)pe Federal prison at Springfield 
Mo. refused to give Mr. Robert stroud the birthday cards which 
people had sent to him. '!'he action of the Warden seemed to 
many in humane and unjust so I wrote to the governor and received 
this letter. · 

Is it not possible that something can be~ done to stop 
such cruel action? It seems that Mr. Stroud has paid the penalty 
for his crimes, if they were crimes, as. I believe in following 
the story. They were committed to protect himself. 

His contribution to Ornithology has been wonderful 
and all lovers of birds can testify to that. 

If this is not in your jurisdiction, would you put it 
in the hands of one who can do something for this man. When one 
knows of men in our government who have committed far more 
heinous crimes against our cruntry his seem trivial. 

Thank you for your h~p and suggestions. 

Yours truly, 



.JOHN M. DALTON 
OOVEitNOit 

L.;._;;.;;~~------

• 
ExECUTIVE OFFICE 

STATE OF MISSOURI 

JEFFERSON CITY 

• 
February 14, 1961 

., 

Dear L-1 ------'~ 
I have your letter regarding the 

·action of the Warden of the Federal 
Prison Medical Center in refusing to 
permit birthday greeting cards to be 
sent to Robert Stroud.· 

The Medical Center is a Federal 
Prison operated by Federal authorities 
and the State government has no control 
over its operation. 

:'-
Sincerely yours, ,---

.. 

... , . 
, ·r: .... .,, 

• 

J 



·­. 
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February 27, 1961 

DeariL...-----"~ 
Your letter dated February 17, 1961, and enclo­

sures have been received • 

..:.J.though I would like to be of service, matters 
such as you described do not come within the investigative 
jurisdiction of th~ FBI. I am, however, forwarding a copy of 
your letter and a copy of the other communication you enclosed 
to the Director, Bureau of Prisons, United States Department 
of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. Your enclos1,1res are being 
returned. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 

' '•" 

Director , f / . ,_ 
E 1 ( l) l . I J. I ~ : 

1 

-nc osures "' -;1• \ _ • i'"' 
Described in note below j .. J ( 1 

. 
. ·~ 

NOTE: Correspondent enclosed, in addition to .. ~er letter from the 
Governor of Missouri, one · !our-cent stamp, both enclosures currently 
being returned. She is referring to Robert Stroud who has been given much 
publicity over the years for his knowledge of canaries and diseases of birds. 
He wrote a book entitled "Birdman of Alcatraz," published in 19:55 which 
indicated that he had at that time spent 46 years in prison, 39 of them in 
solitary confinement. In this book he states that the Director visited him 
in his cell in 1936 and purchased a canary. The Director as noted stated, 
"He did sell me a canary and it didn't sing." Frequent citizens' letters are 
received concerning Stroud because of his book. He was transferred from 

· Alcatraz to the Federal Prison 1\tiedical Center at Jefferson City, :Missouri, 
ijMAIL ~t;if!;I4J \, Tcr.<:TYPE 'J:~IT Din 1959. (62-25004) 
DC~m~ .. (3) . . _ · _ _ _ ·· _/- - - ·- ····- _ ___________________ _. 
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DATE: 4-26~62 
' '1:.Y 
~\0 

_ _,_.,_ 
/ "I;/lson ~,_ 

elmont V 
oh;'_.r_· '1;--­

allahan __ 

Cor!ra~ ~ 
DeLaach=-~-=-:­
Evans --=-Y7'-':;_ 
Malone I 

n 1j 
Tave~an __ 

Trotter __ _ 
Tete. Room __ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ _ 

A United Press Interrtational news release 4-25-62 discloses that 
above-captioned motion picture was to be shown in Washington that evening before 
a group of government officials, members of Congress and newsmen. The part 

) of Stroud is played by actor Burt Lancaster. This news release indicates Stroud 
was first imprisoned in 1909 and has since become an expert on birds and bird 
diseases. Most of his imprisonment has been in solitary confinement. He is now 
confined at the Federal prison in Springfield, Missouri. O 

INFOR,M_A.TION IN BUFILES: ftoh ~1 { ~J-. l •u j 

If 
Bufiles disclose that Stroud was convicted of manslaughter in 1912 

at age 18, in Juneau, Alaska. In February, 1922., he was transferred to Leaven­
worth Pennitentiary from McNeil Island~ Washington. While there, he murdered 

ll
an inmate and was sentenced to hang. This sentence was commuted by the President 
and then Attorney General Palmer ruled the life imprisonment of Stroud should be in 
solitary confinement. }J / 

Since 1925 Stroud has been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next 

/I
to his cell, together with a laboratory furnished by friends from the outside. He 

. has become a nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and bird diseases. 

}I 
In December, 1942, the guard who transported Stroud from Leaven-

worth to Alcatraz advised that Stroud claimed to be making alcohol in his cell. 

In 1943, Stroud was interviewed in connection with irregularities 

/J 
in Alcatr.az and admit~e~ ~aving transmitted letters, documents and information 

. out of pr1son through llhClt channels. / IJ _ _ "'-~) J ... £~ ·1 ~¥- 47 eJ 
REC- 23 ®4 \..«

1
' v ~ t ·:- , ~ //.. .• 

In 1955 a book entitled "Birdman of Alcatraz, the Story of Robert- "' 
Stroud" by;.-.Thomas E. Gaddis, was published by Random House·, N~w=Yt>"l"le-Sh:o!!tly .... : 

, 

1 l ~ ~ • -
\1 ('I a MAY l .:1962 · ' 

TFM~~:O MAY 8)7z19h!l~. 
(3) i!,;· ~) c~o~ 

( \~ . ' 

- - - - - -



• 
Jones to DeLoach memo 
RE: "Birdman of Alcatraz" 
The Story of Robert Stroud 

• 
after its publication, this book (apparently the basis for the motion picture), 
was reviewed. The book made several references to the FBI of an innocuous 

·nature. There is one mention, howe.ver, of Stroud having been visited by the 
J;lirector in his cell at Leavenworth in 1936 when the Director purchased a 
canary from him. The author claimed that although Stroud guaranteed to 
replace this bird if it did not sing, prison officials later circulated gossip that 
Stroud had sold the Director a painted sparrow. The Director has commented 
regarding this statement to the effect, "He did sell me a canary and it didn't 
sing." 

The book also discloses an attempted prison break at Alcatraz 

. ' 

in 1946 and states. "The FBI swept in to tie down criminal evidence for indict­
ments of prisoners on conspiracy and first degree murder. One by one, scores 
of convicts were racked out of their cells for grilling by government agents. " 
We did conduct an investigation at that time and many inmates were interviewed. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

For information. 

?u6(,le,. 
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/,. 0-19 (Rev. 3-2-62) 

·'' 

. . 

1K~~nJdyRejects Plea 
1
. 1 

·For Alcatraz Bird Man\;.;: 
1 

) Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy declared todM' that 
'he could not "in good consqi~pce" recommend a com~tation of 
sentence for convict Robert"'Stroud. the 72-year-old "Bird Man 
of .Alcatraz." 

i=:.t~~e~-~tiiorney General told The Star that a full report on 
St ·oud's. case was made to h~m and tha~ the1eff9rts of. "ma'J.W 
well-.meaning persons" to obtam · 
the elderly prisoner's release here, Burt Lancaster, actor who 
have received careful attention plays the p1incipai role in the 
,in the Department of Justice. upcoming film, ''Bird Man of 1 

I \ Asked to comment on the Alcatraz," said he sincerelY I 
case, Mr. Kennedy stated the feels that Stroud, who has spent 

1: Parole Bo!!;rd, since 1937, has 52 of his 72 years in Federal 
1 r e view e d Stroud's recor_d prisons, should be released. , 

annually and has. never seen f1t The self - educated convict 
to take favorable action. learned several' languages while. 

Earlie1· tod!!-Y· at a pr~:"s ·~olt4 in prison and became a leading 
ffire'nce ·lii. the Statler-Hfiton 1 !J.Uthority on birds. The flim I 

- - ·- · 'based on his life is to be reJ 
leasea in July. 

Mr. Lancaster, Stroud's at-,' 
1 torney, St.aniey Furman and 
I Tom Gaddis, author of the book· 
on which the movie was based,­
have joined force to secure the 
elderly bird expert's release. 

• 

~t~~:·~ 
......----. 
1/, 
I -· 

Rosen -fP-"''-1-~­
Sulliv 
Tavel ___ _ 
Trotter ___ _ 

Tele Room __ 
Holmes 
Gandy --r---

1 

111)~ 

: At the age of 19, Stroud was' I 
1 convicte~ of killing a man in' 
Alaska. Thirteen years later-. 
·in 1916-he killed a Leaven-: I 
worth prison gua11d. His bene­
factors said he was kept in 
isolitary confinement for 43 ?! i 1 
, the 52 years he has been m 1 • J 
!Prison. 1 Mer· 1' 6 Mr. Lancaster and: his as- .. "' 
lsociates said they believe James 

The Was'liington Post and __ _ 

!·v. Bennett, the director of i 
Federal prisons, has beep. a 1 

stumbling block in·· the . cam-
paign to free Stroud. , 

"I saw Mr. Bennett on one 1 
occasion oly in 1956/' Mr. Fur­
man said," and Mr. Bennett 
indicated his feeling was that 
a man earns his way into Al-
catraz and has to .earn his 
way out." 

Stroud, after his transfer to 
a Fe de r a I penitentiary at 
Springfield, Mo., two years ago;l 
wrote to Tom Gaddis, the· · 
aubhar,. a~ said he hoped the I 
book '"is ·a: cell-out.'.>~ • w 1 

.. J ~ Times Herald 

J~ -7, &O!Jh/ihe~washington Daily _f'le'r.s~:; ~;\~, 
NOT RECORDED · The Evening Star,_/"'=~:_.,.,· -i .. "'-----

199 MAY 3 1962 
New York Herald Tribune __ _ 

"' New York Journal-American __ 

New York Mirror ______ _ 

New York Daily News----
New York Post ______ _ 

The New York Times-----
The Worker ________ -' 

The New Leader------­

The Wall Street Journal---­

The National Observer----

Date --------~---
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FROM 

SUBJECT: 

M~9o 
ROBERT STROUD 
"BffiDMAN OF ALCATRAzn 

.. 
r.~ 

BACKGROUND; 

In connection with the recent publicity given to Stroud's motion picture, 
"Birqman of Alcatraz, nand the publicity about individuals who are interested in his 
release from Federal prison at Springfield, Missouri, the-Director has asked for a 
summary on St_r_oud. - ----..- %_. . 

~ ·T'\ -- v t.., 
INFoRMA~oN~.~~ILES;_. ~ ~· G'' t<11.~_;;--~ \ l Rober~oud at the age of 18 was convicted of manslaughter at Jup,eau. 

l Naska, iiLfl!!!· WhlleJncarce;r.atruLa.LLe.aVfinworth .Penitentia~ in Feb;:..uacy;,_1922, 
l : he . !!tY .. ~red' an inmate for which he_w_as.s.eJ)feliced to .ha\!g. The ~entence was commuted 
1 t? 1~~ impris_9pment by President Wilson&nd the theri~·Attorney Genera:IJ?alfuer ru1e~ 

fhe-Iiferinpri~.onm~.nt of Stroud should be in solitary co~inement. .Since approximately 
1925, Stroud had been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next to his cell in Leaven­
worth and had a laboratory which had been furl\j.shed by friends in the outside world. He 
subsequently became recognized as a nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and 
bird diseases. -_..:ae authored a book, nniseases of Canaries, n in 1933. 

In-December, 1942, the guard who transported Stroud from Leavenworth 

I to ~lcatraz sta~ed that Stroud clafmed to be making alcohol in his cell from fermented 
~~. . 

- . 
. St:i:oud was .interviewed in.1.943 in conn;ction with irregularities in AIIatraz 

and admitted having transmitted letters, doctllllents and information out of prison ~)].;ough 
illiCit channels. · ~i{ 

In 1955, Random House, New York, published a hook entjtJed~hl!lan. 
of Alcatr_az, tlJ.S: ;$g,I.:~9.LRO.b~..r..t =-~d. rr This book was reviewed and it was noted t.h~t 
there were several references to the FBI of an lnnocuous nature. With r-rspect to a · 

ent that Stroud '.Yas visited by the Director who purchased a c\J.nR-y.-.f~o.:rn\p.im with 
guara~tee it would ~pe replaced If it did not sing, in additio~rt;(}Etltegds:Jip ?d-ir'culated 

among pr~son officials fhat stroud had sold the Director a painted~sparr,ow, the Director 
noted, "He did sell rb.xre. canary and it didn't sing. " .· ··q:· I () ;.... <!i &.A·'(~ ,_l dl"l \ . ~ ,_ -er... (,7".~ v -· r-~ 
1 -Mr. DeLoach _, . f:L - ~~f:r ' \ / ~ , . 

\ tt'lGvusur~ '~ . ~ ,~,;:,. L4. JUL so 1::~6/:: 
:tmf ,~ / ~~·9M~ ~,.. _ 

--{'n"' ~1"":; f t• · _ • ·/"- f.".'C\ ! I ._.. !..- • • .f""'V':'1 .• j,.ll.. ...._,L ... 

AUG 6 1-96_ .... ~0~~;;,~,t.Y.~ h~--·-::. .. ft 
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Jones to DeLoach Memo 
Re: Robert stroud 

.. 
... 

r .. 

The book also referred to an attempted prison break at .Alcatraz in 1946 
·' and stated, "The. FBI swept in to tie down criminal evidence for indictments of 

prisoners on conspiracy and first degree murder. One by one., scores of convicts 
we.re racked out of their cells for grilling by government agents. n The FBI did con.: 
duct an investigation at that time and many inmates were interviewed. The book also 
revealed that up unti11955, he had spent 46 years in prison, 39 of them. in solitary 
confinement. 

The "Washington Evening starn of 4-26..-62 revealed that Attorney General 
Kennedy had be.en contacted .by the star about a commutation of stroud.' s sentence. 

{I 
This occurred subsequent to a press conference in ·washington in which Burt Lancaster, 
the actor who plays the role of stroud in the film, "Birdman of Alcatraz, " stated he felt 
that stroud, who had spent 52 of his 72 years in Federal prison, should be released. 

[I Attorney General Kennedy stated he could not ttin good consciep.ceJr recommend a com­
mutation of stroud's sentence. According to the Attorney General, a full report on 
Stroud's case was made· to him and that the efforts of nl;llany w~ll-meaning persons" to 
obtain the elderly prisoner's release have received careful consideration in the Depart-

! 
ment of Justice. In commenting furthe.r on the case, Mr. Kennedy stated the Parole 
Board since 1~37 has reviewed stroud's record annually and has never seen fit to take 

lfa;v.orable action. Mr. Lancaster and his associates said they believe James V. Bennett, 

li
the Director ·of Federal Prisons, has been a stumbling block in the campaign to free 

. stroud. Lancaster; stroud's attorney, stanley Furman; and Tom Gaddis, author of the 
book on which the film was based, according to the newspaper item, have joined forces 
to secure the release of stroud. Furman stated he saw Mr. Bennett on one occasion in 

11
1956. Bennett is alleged to have told Furman that na man earns his way into Alcatraz 
and has to earn his way out. tt 

II 
Since its recent showing in Washington, stroud's film, "Birdman of 

Alcatraz," has been greeted with mixed emotions. Naturally, the sob sister segment 
and the bleeding hearts are starting to generate interest in .Stroud.' s release. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

For information,. 

- 2-
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Sen. Edward V. L9n'g CP·MQ.), as , · 
chairman of a· Sena~e Judiciary ~b-

. committee concernecf. ~ with Federal 
. .penitentiaries, has intere~ted himself 
' _in· the cas~ ·of Robert F . S~roU<~, the 

"Birdman of Alcatraz!' '.fhe following 
i; based on official records, court pro-' 
ceedings· d~d othe~ data known ~o 

: · Sen. Long. Mucf!; of it .w~s .never be- · 
: fore av.ailable to 'other w.rite·r~. on ·.the 
·• subject. 
:~. \ 

; ·--:,.. ~· ~ . [First of a Seri!:_)· / 

. ' · · By· Eve fl?dstro.,~- •. 
i <'" , ' . . . Stai!'RcportC;@ · ' . 

I '~ D"9A~RT_!B-..~l'J'KLIN STRQJJ,R, got 

l :.U:ff2 yeaif1()r2=ti~th~ l'bart~n­
--aer who welched on the $10 .pricl(! .that 

. prostitute Kitti O':Brien ·usually -re-
ceived. . . . · . . 

! That ·haP.pened 'in 1909 in Alaska. 
· ·From .that day to t}Jis, for more ·than 

haif · a ceritury, Stroud Jia~ ·been hi 
Federal custody. ,, 

1 
. His. life behind 'bars spa~s the evo- ' 

lution of the Nation's ·Pt ison syl?tem. 
"When ·he was convicted at .the age 
of 19,' pris()ii gu~rds .carried clubs and 
prisoners wore stripes,. ate j.n, silence 
and wer~ shackled to ceil bars _as pun­
ishment. · -· · 1 

.Federal Pri;on ·Director James V,. · 
·:Benn.ett succeeded in· changing all that · 
.:....but he never lias . succeeded' . in 
ch~~qina~ci:troud, .now 72 :aild still at 
w~i-~;Ith h_is ~~ep.eJ:~ns?. . . . . 

t: , . L ·~.: \j ;,.<;/ ... "'" 
'! ; t. ; •.J •..J ~ 

'J.'p FediJ;al authorities, St.mn-1,. is 
known as the most cunning .. and can-

1 itarikero~s prisonet ever :to . be their 
l guest. To .the public, Stroud is ~nown · 

!1 as the .• ;Birdman' -o~ Alcatraz," a self-

l educated ·. ' scientist who achieved a f 
. woi-ld-wide reputat.ion · for _his • pains· 

taking research on the dtsel!ses of 
;I .lbi~ds. · 

T~o· Vi~ws, ~£ Killing 

F. OR DECADES iio\v, bird: lovers 
•I1ave in~isted th.at St~oud sh91ili:j. 

be • freecf from bis OWll· caged ~XiSt· 
-~n~e. ·citrrerttly, .a.l new effort 'is un-

it ,der way timed to coincide with the 
~ T.elease .of a motion picture J.).urportedly 
~ based ·on ·Strot~s-!}!~ · 

·In the publiq. mind, St!-"OU~'s \yor~ 
1~ proof 0£ h~s rehabi~itation. He. has 
won a sympathetic foll(!wing be~ause 
of ·his .. app~rent .concern ov~r· the wel­
fare . of bii·ds. In his ,book, "Stroud's 
~Di~~st · of the' ._Diseases · of Birds/' P,e 
wrote: 

·,;;The .iives of literally thousand's of 
birds, the he~rtbrealr ·of hundreds,,, of 
bhlsted hopes have ·gape into these 
pages . . . For every truth, I h~ve 

blundered thro.ugh a hundred eri:Qrs. 
:r ·h.ave kllled birds when it was al-· 
.m:ost -as hard as killing one's children 
. . · . i have dedicat¢d my book to the' 
p~oposition that 'fewer bir9s shall 

-.suff~r . .Jlec'&usfi! · their ·dise;!ses are not 
understood.:' 
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/T
-~E REVERE~ CHARLES DISMAS CLARK, S. J., Penitentialies, .askl,.ng forras Stroud, has- beell=-t.rnij:ipg 

has revealed that he and his iongtime asscicia~e, Stroud's release. the country wirth Thomas E. 
attorney Morris Schenker,. have joined the legal battle "We m~y no~ even ~~1): _ f~r Gaddis, author- of the book on 
~o free Robert Strol,ld, wto has spent 53 of his 73 Y,ears a 'new tnal •. for. Stro~d, . said whioh the film is based, and 

! 
m fed~ral .prisons. Father Clark .sa:id he is prepared Father. C~ark, . wh? mdicated st n1 F · . st. d' law-
to offer· Stroud food,. clothing, . · tl'l.at hiS mterest m tb,e c~e a; ey urman, rou s 
shelter· 8J1d medical care when at no cost to themselves, after had been re!l'~akened by news- yer. · . _ . 
he is released from his present 1 . . . · _ · · IPai]er, telev~s10n and ·other .:·e- . Reminded that Stroud is 
_prison, ·uhe Federal Medical eavmg pnson. ;ports abouffi· the. ne~v motiOn ~!·erving a li+e term for two 
'Center at Springfield; Missouri.'' Father Olark reported that pi¢ture, "Bird Man of Alca- nurd~rs,. Failher Clark said he 

, The ·Jes~it priest and Mr. ·he and Mon'.is Schenker each tra_z," ba·sed ·on the story of ha_s failbh in Stroud as a human 

I 
Schenker achieved interna..r ent telegrams to Attomey Strolfd. · ~emg _ an(j. would VgL mJ~ 
ti~nal fa:r:ne as the founders ofi ene~·a~l Rob~l·t F. Kenned~, Burt Lanca_s~er,_ ~ho _ _st~rred~ike to see· the ·~_ged ~an free. I • 

: D1smas House in St. Louis' and Senator Edward. V. Long,. 
where thousands ·of homeless!i<ri.,.:M:o.) Chair:r:nan of tpe sen:.:. · 
e~s have :f.ounq a po!ne a;te Sub?ommittee o~~l 

.. 

t'·' ,,--:- 'l'. ,-. 
~ t~ ;..: ... ;; 

, .. -

~.-u-~~ 
~~...1· .. ~ 
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~ife ,She Helped Sa1}!L 

SJ!P=-Ed.WJlra · v. 'Long (D: prejlJdi(!es <!n~· my life w1;1s a older stepsiste~s a~~g- , 
. .Mo.); ·gs chairman--of a Judi- series of disasters/' he once eJ:' brother. .' ' ' 

~ : ciq:r.y su-b c o m.m i tt~e con- ·Said. ''I was .tilqght to hate "I w:as at qin age . when a-, 
cerned with Federab peniten- mY. father before J: was two· .boy m~st needs the. d).rect~on · 
tiarieSic has interested him- years old." · ·and gmdan~::e qf a w1se fat!ler 

·.-,self in the case of~ - Stroug was born .Jan. 28, and ~ founc;l myself .dominated 
1 /;~·~r~ the "Birdman ·of Al- 1890· in a middle-class resi- by three women in a house­

ca raz-." Xhe followin'g is ·dentia'r neighborhqod. in Seat- hold· where petty bic~er'ii?g 
.bq,sed on official records, , tle. ' · -had become a habit. Naturally 
-court proceedings and other. ' D" . t . . ' I c:Ut ·from.· undd as soon as I 

' epar ure froitj.. Ho~e . ' W~s b, ig enough.'' data known to Senator Lcmg. - -
·Much of it was 11,~ver before Cons t a n·t bickering be- A.Iw a:y·s ·good with his : 

available tg writers. tween. •4is .parents, 'he h?s h~nds, .particularly l!round 
sfiid, kept him in. "su(!h a ~ma(!hti'!ery, ·:P,e ptcked. up odd. 

~ 
Second in a Series .state" that he :was 1,mable to -jobs a.s he ho})qed ;tbotit th~! 

; \ B ·E Ed t m_ake any i;lrogres~: ~n schQql ... Upite!i States. 'fJnaHy, ~n _ I907 i 
.1/ ,. . Y v.e . s rom ·His mothe:r~s '~(!ontiiml).l .dqm- WheJ.?.· he was il7, he went tg 

j · :y • starr Rep~rter ipatimi" inad,e it 'limpossibl~- .Al;:tska to taK:~· part -in the 
' It :ras l~rgely through the f?r ~e _to develop the spi~jt of: ·.railroad ·building 'l;>oom·. 
teffol}f:~ of n~s ~ oth~r that Rob· giV(,'l and tak~ so neC!'!SSa~y - • . .. ' 

~-~ert Frank I : . rl;-r o U d ' now for success- in later lif~;" r . )JI~torted Accounts 
, ~ :kg,~wn .. _~s. :~e; · 1r man. of A~- St;rbl.).d has given vario,us ac-' ~tro1,1(l's record ·snows he 
.; p~tra~,'! chdn t hang o;n Apnl counts of the events which. worked as a· .real estate sales­
l 23;· i!}20 fo: kil~iilj5 a Leflven-. ·h•i~gered his ,...depart~re fr;omj man, pEmn,ut vendor !and CQO!t, 

}.vq,f.th Pep.1tentiary guard. home at age 13. He related', ow was ·convicted of larceny ~n 
I ! :aut _to this gay the l72-year- one occasion, tl!,at in. his i~th: Katana, Alas~~. and then :went 
~ .old stro1,1g expresses extreme ,year he "attempted to fnurd!,'lr to Juneau. :There, on Aug, 23, 
l !bitterness agains,t tiis mother, rhy father ~J,nd declared_ my ~Q09, .he was sent~nced in the 
lb~?~i~g her for th~ ~ev~nts .com1Het,e emanc~pation f£(nn Unit~d.· St~tes Dis:tr~(!t Qourt 

t twhiCh· have ClJ.US!;ld h~m to l;>e p;lrep.tal autP-Qnty of .any tp !J. term of 12 ye¥s fol:' man·· 
{;a ·Fe d·e r a 1 prisoner, for 53. kj.iid;" . . · slaughter. · . . · • 
l ·years. '"'· · At another ·time ·he ·said his .over the years· fl'agrantJy . ~~ 

' "~kPV'P~thotight was tern~ patents h~4 ·sepaj'ated, -ie~v.' d~stoi:ted 'iac¢OUI1.tS oJ Stroti_d's 
r J)e).'ed by her teachings aild ing hiJ:n with. his mother, two offense hilve been cliurnectifut 1 

~ - .._ ....... * ~ .. • - ;!' - _, - ·- ,, -- -
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. 
.1 [by tQ,As~-.....wb.Q have sought · to tomary fee was $10." Stroud :pital orderly, to o~bjn dttlgs l 
l !free hiirl.. Stroud's v~ctim has ;then went tq th~ bl).l'terrqe~·s. for him. The .orderly tol'd · -~ 

I 'been pict'ureq as I a _"burly :hgzpe and sh9t 'him. . When prison officials and strOiid 
:Yukon miner" whb v1olateg •fo]lnd, the :bartender's "pan~a- "carved" him .. up for "s1:1itch, 1 ,; 

!Stroud's "first, last and only il?on ~ockets .. .were turned ~n· ing." : I 

lov.e." · · rside out and what money JJ.e .iJu_st before the noo11 meal' t 
Anotner version, ;ttt:ibutedi w.as s.~p~osed to have had was ·on Nov. 1, ~911, Strcn~g at-

to Strou<l's mother durmg her. go11e. -tac~ed the orderly "Without 
·effort.s fo free him, suggestl) 'No Sjg:n: 9f Struggle . W<:!rii_ing. -. . , striking him in 
·that StJ;oud "~ust a,way ~rom ·"N th. . . b t th - the, ·Q<!-C~ . with .a k;nife." A;; 
a sheltered home" was the vic- !_ 0 . m~ a ou . -e room the -. V.ictim attempted to run 
tim of a "bag -woni~h . of the y.rquld mdiCate. tP,a~. ·the!;~ b~d the l'ength of the - dini:q~ ro~qi 
dance -halls." b~en any str11ggle, the. V. s. aisle Stroud gave chase and 

·"My poor boy,< il'lff!tuated :QommissioneJ; fei;lqrted. ~~ . • , .. inflidted - seven stab - wot1n'4s­
witQ. her, under bet iftfluert~e ~t is quite likely, tha~ 1:?troiJ,d' ·bef.ore guafc}s disarmed. J:iini. 
but _ ¢hivalrous 1\M ;J:>rav.e, w_ould ~~ver ·have sul'reJ;!dere~ ·subsequen1Jly, .the wg,i:den re­
pleac1ed guilty 'to save her," h_1mself--. , . . h<!-{f ·he not know~ -ported tb-at Stroud· regtette4 
Stroud's mother was quoted ):le ·was ·:recognized when that 'he had been· "unsuccess-

J 
in 'a wi<;lely repriJlted artigie. . com~n~ out <?f '(th~) 'I!Quse/' ful" in .t)le- :effort to kili -the, 

But ·official r~i>orts -of· .. <?n Al!g. eo, 1.90~) ~tro1;1.d -~~~ - st(>ol pigeon. . : 
1

-
Stroud's offense state: rived at the Fed~ral Perutenti- Stroud was .tried ;for·±he as• l 

1 
• "This man · (Strou{!) • . -· ai:y -a~ . McNe!l IS.lavd, _ "W:a.s~. sault a'nd sentenced to a si:x;- f 

\

1 start~d . pjmping for. ·. ~ worqan 1V1;9Nell ,wa~. typical of ~t}\e month - lerrri c~nsecutive to 
' o~ the' streets who WC!S a~, . prison~ qf Itf? day. · Co11v~cts the .g :year se,nt_ence- 1mpos~~ 
dieted to the use of dope. ·This wore stripes, were serve<'! -in Alaska- Federal autilGi'• 

. woinal1 was much older than rile~ls , from foqd:splattered ities .chicid~d. to :tak~ :Q-0' mote 
Stroud anciof ? veJ;Y low type, '~~c)i~~s. ~nd;were sent . tq .t_h~ chanc~s with Stro~d. On .. Sept. 
even for tl,iat sort of woman 4ole .1f ther ~ot <;mt q£ ,line. 5, 1912, be was shipped to one 
... " .. . - _;.. . . · , . ~l;lt it waqtt McNeil; toug~-. -of .the · 1'har~ jointS,;, the :q. 

I The _;W.o!fian, Kitty_ 0 :Bnep., 1as 1t was, ~hat _ Strouc~ .em_ ·s. -,:Pe~itentlary. .at - Le~v~q-: 
- I;epo~tec;Uy told Stro11d she. !p?rked ?n his lo~~ caree~ -~f . . worth, Kan. _ . . , 

. had been .abused -by a 'local '·atterqptn;:tg to· preak pq~op. · ' __ -- .. --, 
1

: ~er wl;lo ''only paid -her_ ~ules. · ·He -wanted a fellow Tues?lav:, ~trou~ ,]jzl!s Lea•· r $2 Wh~reas the US~~l and CUS, , mmate, who work~d a,~ ~ h()S· ?lenwortl!,. ,pr~son gulf! u;· • 

I 



,;But Stroud-after p1ungmga2:oo!wi:fu 
through the heart of a prison guard 
-also is the author of this passage: 
~"The guard took sick and. died all 

.of a sudden-He died of h"eart trouble 
~I guess you would call it a punc­
~UFe, of the heart-Anyhow there was 
a 'knife hole, in it-I have never given 
any reason for doing it so they won't 
)lave much to work on only that I 
killed him and that won't do much 
good for I will admit that." 

Welcome Isolation 

FOR THAT MURDER-the killing 
_ of guard Andrew F. Turner be­

:fore 1200 inmates at the Leavenworth 
·Penitentiary March 26, 1916-Stroud 
,.,.·ent on trial for his life. He was sen­
tei;Jced to be hanged and the gallows 
were being built when President 
Woodrow Wilson commuted his sen­
tence to life. 

·_Consid7red too dangerous to b!! 
mi~ed With the general prison popu­
lation, Stroud "was placed in segre­
ga't~d quarters where he wa~ to re­
mam for most of his adult life. Sub­
se~uently, Stroud's supporters viewed 
th_I~ as cruel and inhumane punish­
m~nt.· Actually, segregation was tailor; 
made for Stroud's purposes. 
· -~ack in the 1920s, it was not .un­
m;qal for a prisoner, especially a life­
~erm_er, to keep one or two canaries 
,m' hiS cell. Prison ind11stries were not 
organized then and there was no em­
phasis on rehabilitation through aca­
demic learning. Wardens welcomed 
any diversion to keep inmates from 
going "stir crazy."' 
-~Q\)Ieyet, it ~as highly unusual for"' a 

pnsoner to raise as many ·as 300 
cal?-a;ries at one time, to be given a 
second connecting eell,for an aviary, 
to accumulate one-half ton of "equip­
me~t, to operate a canary brl;!eding 
busmess fo!-' the sale of birds to th~ 
general public and to correspond with 
·:WOO bird owners an'd breeders. 

Strouc"\ did all these things. In addi­
dition, he used scraps of glass and 
metal to make scientific equipment 
s\cll a~_ a_ Il"!~crotome capable of..§ij.cing 
tissue to 112,000th of an fnch. 

Dl'stilFery as a Sideline===-
{ B. UT ST_ROUD'S work was not just 
, fQr birds and bird lovers. When 
' his cell finaily was shaken. down by 

experts, it was discovered that his 
bi.Fd paraphernalia hid a honie-made 
'still which was turning out 188 proof 
alcohol. 

In addition to moonshining, a letter­
smuggling -operation was conducted 
from his cell. Letters were shipped 
out in birdcages. 

It was for violations such as these 
-in addition to espousing homosexual­
ity-that Stroud ear:.ed the reputation 
as a prisoner who'could not be trusted 

. who was not rehabilitated even though 
; he had some scientific accomplish­
; ments to his credit. · 

Long before prison gates shut on 
Stroud, he was a nonconformist. He 
quit school at the end of the third 
.2r1\P.e..,;bru:~mse I was learning noth-
ing." ":He--fled his Seattle "hom"e ·at age 
13 because "home life was an awful 
pain in the neck." 

During his:t childhood, his personal­
ity was a paradox. He was "considered 
very timid," a child who "hated 
trouble," one who "would walk blocks 
to keep from having to offend any­
body." Yet he was "continually having 
trouble and serious trouble. Somebody 
was always getting hurt." 

.On one occasion when his father 
knocked him dpwn, he reportedly 
"cam~ up out of the dirt with a rock 
in each hand. The first one hit him 
in the chest ·hard enough to breoak 
two ribs. He treated me with respect 
after that." 

Precocious Misa!lthrop~ 

H E HA'J:'ED his father before he 
was two and considered his 

mother a "v.eritable Agrippina," the 
mother of Nero wh'o was so possessive 
that Nero finally arranged· for her 
murder. 

He never had a meaningful, lasting 
relationship with any individuaL AI­

. though he once was close to his 
younger brother Marc, he ultimately 
turned on him for bungling his affairs 
and perated Marc for being on the 
out~ide during "the 10 most prosper­
ous years this Nation has ever had, yet 
you are not a millionaire." 
~troud "married" as he did every­

thmg else-to gain personal publicity 
and to show his ~uperiority · over 
others by ~nding a way to do some• 
thi:sg that,_,~ould not be done:,._-===-> 

;::ca~t..J:; a strange little word," he 
once wrote. -"Many personi>~on 
their faces in Oriental obeisance at its 
merest mention . , . To some, it is ·a 
refuge from the futility of their exis­
tence; to o~hers, it is an alibi, a sop 
to. their conscience .. 1• 

.. "To ;;;e. it has always beeF-likEL t~e 

flag is supposed to react on a bull· 
whenever anyone says 'can't' to me, I 
ask myself: 'Why and wh( not?' ~ . . 
For regardless of the proposition, one 
usually can if one wants to." 

And so when it loo~ed as if prison 
officials were going to put a halt to 
Stroud's bird business and transfer , 

--niin. from Leavenworth t"o ~Alcaf~az, 
Stroud took himself a "bride." 

AFTER DETERMINING< that Leav­
enworth was part of the Louisiana 

Purchase Territory and that Congress 
had enacted no marriage laws for 
the reservation, Stroud maintained 
lh.at the 1803 Treaty of Pari.s, recog­
nizing marriages entered into by the 
signing of a simple contract, w:as still 
in effect. He drew up a contract wlih;_h · 
was signed by himself ~nd his busi;! 
ness partner on the outside, Della· 
Mae Jones. She filed it with the Pro- I 
bate Court in Leavenworth and the: 

~}Federal Court in Topeka. 
~ The Justice :Depart~ent refused to 

recognize the ·validity .of the marriage 
and Della's name wa~ relnoved from 
the list of stroud's approved c<;>rre­
spondehts. But she visited· enough 
newspaper offices. with 'the marriage 
contract to start a new public clamor 
for Stroud:s release and to gain 'him 
permission to conduct his pusiness •as 
usual. 

Stroud always had a compulsive 
need to do' the big thing. "He could 
never achieve this on the outside. Al­
though he ·went to Alaska to partici­
pate in the railroad-building 'boom, .he . 
wound up as a peanut vendor, cook 
and pimp. · 

But in prison, Stroud flourished~ Al­
though he had only a third grade edu­
cation when ·he entered prison, he took 
courses which showed he was operat· 
ing at a college level. He ·had a verba! 
intelligence quotient of 139 and an 

. overall rating of 130. 
4illli!~ by his ·own lack of ·know-,, . '!'f 

I 
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· ledge,' tie took (!ours~s· in Eqglil'il!' :~nO, 
-ta~ght h!lll~~if tfr ·t1~~a):l: old ·tiPewritet\' 
which he half acquiied. !{e l?tudi~d . . . . • I 

a_stronomy, bacteriology, big!ogy,. c11em-
1stry, the classics, the French, tt~ic:m, 
Latin. and Spanish langufiges, m<it!.J.e- . 

. ~ati'cs,. ornithology aq~ pha,rmacology. ' 

-- ~:st:ronq:;o~went .. -·slr 'far .as~fo~-:<iemafi(J:'l! 
I tii~t 15ri~·On offic~ali?· sjg-u. a.n·. a.greenienti 

g~vei"ltitf~. his acttvit!_Eis ~nd .Jiving ar{J 
r~nge)hemt!; :While . ijl ~ustody. He) 
wa.nted 500 sq),uire feet of floor space~~ 
"divm:c~d from the . reg11lar p~!:?onq 
routine" but preferably "()n our si(fe i 
.of- 'the ·walls" anct. ·a sl:;ecial tfiailbq::·d 
mim.l:ler "to be· :P~ici · for _-by ine ~n.cr•~ 
to appear on my sta.tion.$rY and in m:v;·: 

Birds~ed, Etc. ··~ advertising." . : 
J Strpu<;I also wa.pted a prison employe; J 

§ As HE BEGAN raising bfr!is; his . ·· · J. d·eman· ds.. ·u·p.on p. r·I·son officials 'i 6 -coll:ge· ~dy.cated; n~t l~z~,. of J?led~s;_) 
~ · · · ·· · · · ·I .. J ant d~spbs1t1tm an<;! 1nqU1ppg mm -
• I were ep.dless. The- pul;llic tl:J.Ou~ht th~t ~ ~ to ·~e assign~d to liirri. . ~o. ~onduc_t ~~~: 1 
~ . all $trot!d wa.!lted w~s "a little bl~ 1 ~ busmess a_ffrurs. In ex-glammg this r~.-~: 
• · of birdseed!' ActuallY, pn one occa.- :. ·qU~!;t, Strqtid noted. that .man_y exc~l~} 
}, i sion, a partial'. list of his "re<!uire: .j • th . 1 f' tl ~ 
1 , lent men wer.~ 1h • e_ e_mp o_y_ o · _'! • .e_.',·l ~ ! fuents". included: t t th • 

. P.ri~q:g. .syste_m ·bu wer~ was ~~.g ~~r1J1 Seed-ro,Pe, henip, canary l!iid tonic-' ti 1l talents "on Jobs fit for morons. , . -1 

: fih 100-potiiJ.d lots; ·mineral fooc1, cuttle' · ·~'Why not give one of them a br.eak?.:~~~ 
'Jjone, . disin~ectant,. in~ectic~d~s,. lou~~·;· . ·:he a:?Jr~d. "Put him in (!omplete ch,arg§;;~ 
powder, sodium E:'lugnde,. sod1Um pe~; , of me .anil my ·.affairs .. . . raising 'IJ.i$:»: 

: ,borat~; '(!O.ttoJ;I, cups, :wi:r'e,. sh~et stee.l!.; ·· ·pay- to $:Woo a ye~r.' I win. p~y his 
· glue, naiis, p~nt; typewriter supplies; . wage~ ahq rai~e tP,em! s0ine more the ~ 
' gree11 food fqr birct's. in winter; fresh~ '-minute the business justifies ·it ... :f'lt;;> 

eggs, for them- ;the year .around but . admit -that .this has never ·been dorie: . 
especially during .the breeding season;> i'hit 'is. why it i:;; ,good.' Big men il'QH 
ne\v stock; meai'worm!:;; bacteriological· not fqH.otV ·Pr~sedents~ they 'crea~~;.-r 
gla.ssw~re; including tl;):;;t · tubeEi, b~k= ·, them:" · ; . 

, .~r':;; iu'qnels· .ali,d .th'ermomet~rs; aJ1q?· .Ne~dlc:!s.s· to ·say,. ~tr9uil'.s . :sGhem~;: 
matc:!dals for' Il!aJPm~ ·and· testi~.J,g c~l~ t· wq_~ n<;>t .adoptec1. H~ proposed it j1,1sJ;. .i 
ttires. . , ', .after he had become eligible·for parol~;'' 

! 1 Wh,e~eve: Strot).d didn't.ge.t his way~ l · in i9?!, :put ·w~-~· ~~rned ~o'."n: · E~c~": 
$ . he comi;>lamed to Wa~hmgton. Onr ', ye~r smce then, 1!1s ca_se ha~ b~en re:: 
'l :fconjplaint, ·forwarded to __ the 4tto~n7~~~ viewe<}.. ·and' ~arol~ ·has been den~ed;;. ·• 

;, General, acctiseq the PriSOn adxmms~) " 't-It 

~ 1 tratioll\ of :efusing. him ~IJ. ad~q~~tE} ~j ·~ O:wn P~rol~ Terms . --~~:~ 
i i supply. of mouth wash ·an~ 1!dhes1v7-~ .1 ·STROUP'S support_rrs insist .that th.g·f. 

f r tape. ·Questioned· about this, Leaven., ' .I, · · Birdman's failute to win his free•'; 
t wor.th,'s ·wa~den· replied: . · · ; : J ·dom is the . result· of a personal ven'l? 

' 

: . "He wants t}le •(mouth wash) solli: 1,~ detta- ag;~in~t him by Federal i;>riso"n~~ 
~ . .tign b~ ~thcrganon. in fact, he has .bee~~" officials: Actually, Stroud is .a ·.prdl;lleJ!l 

• r.. ; ·using· it in connection with, his bird-
1 

: • 1nhe:r;it$d •by the Federa~ Bureau o:f~ 
I I[ : J;~ising:. He .. wants ·adhesive ta?e bY.·c1 P~i:;;qris .When it ''Y~s organized ~~ 193?~:~ 
t the roll; wh1ci1· ·he:! has :peen ·u~1n,g to.: J .Its·, mandate from. Congre~s was· I 
I :paste boxes .toge'ther. .-.j ·'·clear. It was to end prison abuses iJ.h,.cr'i 
1 : ·'''He has been :furnished a reas~n~:·.'; · b~~in ~·piorte~ting effor:t to reha_btlit~t%1 
I · able amount of ailhesive .tape to be'", pr1~oners. But Stroud h1!S consistently.,. 
\ t .u~M iii case of slqn· ab.r~~i?qs btit ~o.(1 [ resist~d~ ev~J;Y att~~p.t ··to ·retur_n hi_m 

I 1 '.st1!fi,c~ept to make bOxes. He ,·has be,ey} ; , to_ .the Jge_ner~l prison. P?Putat~on ~~ · 
· .furnished a 6·otiflce 'bott~~ of , . . .. so· j · the fir~t steP tow:ard. glVlng hu~ -'1?-J_s . 
: Jution. as ~ ~i;>rtth wa!lh ·but P,()t suf1, · r~l~ase. He ':f1ghts ant cMiig~ · th,!.lt;: 

ficient to di~Tnfect ·ins bird, cages.;' ·,, ~ woul~ ~epJ;ive him of l!is bird empif~; : 
. . · . . . · : ., , ~ · Al)cl, just as. he h~s ~?nted ·Pti~p.Ii.". 
~. A· Rom~ tic Conceit . . · ::. ... 'i': ~· on ·his own tet~:?. he w;~nt_~ t(l set t.re 

; I A: s: .;:;t~6VP .beg~n ·to ~onl:iuct. rg~j ~ co~qitiofis of his parole. :{:Ie , does ·?o.t~ . 
' , . · -h .· · t · ·the caus·e·s· :of· bi·r·d'- • believe, for example, that travelmg . 

I·, searc In o .. . . . • . . . . . . . . . _ ~-
; l d .. ·~- · · .. ·d ·t·o .. ptiblis· h his filiai:hgs in ~ restr1.ctwns ~hould I?e .pl?~etl tJ..pon ·him, . 
• 1 1seases.an .. 'j t A'd · · · t h. h. · ·a 
~ , pird j Olfi'nal~, J1is ego knc:!W ·DO poqnc},~;1 ~ . _· n :. IX: recen years e. as ~xpress~ . ? : 
t ~ He lJ,k~ned hUJ:I~elf t9 the C<mitt o{ ~ unw1Hmgness t? a~9e~t <m o~er -~~. 
l, l\1:qrtte ¢r~stq, . de¢Iarjng . that 'h!~fl f a ·h<:IIi~e ant!' a JO}). ca::rmg for .birds If. 

I, '!trials, triumphs anq qnlieli~vaple a!!!'l ~parole_ wer~ ?~~:O:~tl-. ~ .. .. . . .... ~"1 
. 

7Cbmplish_fuents'; qtitsttlppe~ those of~ 
f the fictional ·hero. On other OGGasions, ~ 

I. he likened himself to Columbus and' 
; to r,.otiis .. Past~ur. ip. ·.su~~e:;;ti~g that : 

· , ~gmal dist::oveneE. _m!J.Jiyhed 1 
, • L:!h_eirs_.__~ · ____ .. _ ~ 

-- · -::± 'llave":S_peijt,years r;)'f my ·llfe. viltp:­
biras ,antE t!lis ·man imggi!fe~ th;~t~ :.t 
wouid enjoy ta~ng care ·of !J.· ft()c~ of. 
bitds'-which at my ·ag~ is not the· 
case," he has written< '~That. to nie; 
was alW<iYS -t.lie most druc:Iglng cho~e, 

, one that :l: .was. willing to undert.a1{e~ 
oply because it was one ay$11Uc:! .opel]..: 
to me. apd,. they w~re ·my bird~~ ; , 

". :'. t most cert<lilily wf:iv.ld never~ • 
ac;c~pt such emp:oyment. from ahY.on;· 
else ... Jf ~h,at Is t~e l.dnd qf. stt1~~s . 
they are ttymg tq tie on me, I thj.nit ~ 

t~e wise thing to do will ·be to keep . J 
. ,o'fl: fighting fight f~om where we (lre , 
. rather than try to mal<;:e Pl~asing con-~· 

cessions ••.. to. ·appeas~ others." · ~ · 
·,If -thei:e! ·is one . consistent f?ctor~ 

.. about Stroud's life, it is t~at he a! ways:­
: has .refused to make ,,aPY cqn~essions: :· 
.' "I have \leve~ been conq11~red. . t~ 
never will be conquered," he has .sa1d' · 
· ~o 'Prison 'has been his ·home for : 

53 years. ' 
:Wfli"T'.:...x}te BirQ,man's ·Earl'tj-lc;#c.-

/ 

I 
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Ann <ti.c:n Q:i.n,g . 
S:tr¢ud'$ ·i)i_gest :on ·the, .J)i$ecis~-~ ~ <>.f. :Birds 

:s y . JbQ :~'·E.:R;. t~ ":S T R 6 ·U ·i_;) :. · · 
:America's foremost .·aqt:qQrity Qir .avian. t)l.~rapeuti~~ .. . 

W~ are now accepting ;_td~ance ·ordci~ for· SJ:ROt:lEl'S CQIGE~T;: ·the ·"lost i'c:markalile 
trea,tise on. bi.rd gise~ses ·ever .. attcinpted. The. !Y<irk j~.;it9W _tin th~ qa~~s ' of ,the printer. 

j ,Delivery wtthm 90 ·gay~ ?l!arante~.d . . Your -re!tJt~t'\,n(_:e :!)\J,lV ,,\'ll!.Jil~k!) !hts' pos~IIi!~. · 
1 ··Edition ·Limited~ORDER ·N·owr 
j With ·this book we brlng. t~ the vcterinary.prOfes;:idrt as -~eli·as ·to. the' ·inexperienced bird 

bre~der the complet~· life -wor!c of ~he -~ost . U!l\!Sil~L #searcher : tJte w~I'IQ. has 'produced i s in~e Louis Pasteur.. · · · . • . . . . · . i · App_ro-"imately 1'00 Pages- ~ ·~7 Plate's. -' -?10 ·IIJdi\;idl)ar :D_ra 1vipgs • ..- 300 'Subjects 
• · :kLPHABETIC.A:t'LY -ARRAN.GE·D -· · . " l SQO Cross ~efeJ;en.c_e!i~T~~ - ·iiit'QOft.~tion ycjii·· waJif:; Wl).eil y.QJ.l wa11t it! 

. , ·q10.~~ ·of ·~~~ · ~~-9hjli!!iA ,;r~nns . . 
i· · . . . · Dozeh!H>f' 'Ori.~ F.ormiil~e ... ~tt; .P,~~$c#~~i9n:? 
! ?-"his work .cmit~il)~ .a; ·~oti!lliet!) _fep_cirt :o'f ,,.tjl~· ·l.tpber.t' Stro~4· ·otigi~;t . · res~~rchc;s, and it 
1 li:r~ :b~!=!l_ hu )t!!lbttion :to -~-9 ~i'~_<'.!lg,e • ;tl!is ... Ii'?-ter!.al '~h~l tne _fnosf It:t~>;,P~i't~n~c~. ll,r~cder; , 
• 9bservmg a Slll!(!e SYI!JP!Qn· or ~~~!on· ui :~ -~~~ li.t.~d-~can, lly _meal} of ~~~ c;:ross, ·~efer~11c~s, 
I ~rae~ down. ~he·ilts~;t.s'?; :rna~<; :at~ ilF.c~ra~c;·- c;l!ag,II\>SI~ ~nd 1~¥~ 'all· ·th;t~ 1~ kn9wn-,abqut t.hat i .P.~rtlc~lar .. c!\sease •m>a -lll<!clter .of ·~unute~. . . . _ • 

Appendix: .gtves iniorritation. oti the· doses. of dr'tigs; the ·examination .of "the ·blood,:: ·the 

I 
pt~Piration of tissue;.'tlie- sjiiptl)eiif .of')?odies'; . a~i!;'pathcilog)ca:.L tc~hniqp~;' '0.nc .iuthority, 
after examining -tlfe .manuscrjpt1. sil,id~ ·"This '..fs -'iigba· single '·~ook; it j$···a multitude of ! · 
'books-; it is .a· ·i:'om[Jleie ·symposium· -oHitedical' science ·as 'appl(ed to .bird dise~ses, brought 
-\'dthiri tlie· ,grasp of . . the· o"tdinary .pers.on·: ~o· :{ijrd· !ir~eger oi. :pouHr-yiJlan· · pn .po~~ibly 

[ ,affon! ·to.!be 'wit!tout_it:" _.. . .... .'. _ , .. · . ·. . . ___ .' .. . ;- . 
I DON'T L·ET YOUR lHRDS;DI~ORDER NOW·! 
i,_ if rice-·$5 00 ·. - · · · · ··· -· .. .. · · · . ·.usiia:i ciiseo6nt fa · dealers- -

l . .'! . . . ' ' o_rd.~ring.' .~f~ tqr_ 'ID,!Ji'e :co~ie3' 

I . . . _ 44dre~s· ijj o~'4~rs t<! • .· .. , . 
· 'J... g. MARCVS, Agent foi" :Robert ·st · l 3ato West 46th Sfre~t .. 

, J ~ -~!.ro'!.4}frJffor , . .. " .· 
. ~-~iVf~Jt _calls -h~m .the 
1-~ur:e(l sin-ce Lquis _:Pasteur,''. 
~- . '"""""' - - - -" ---- -~ -- - . . --- ---- - -~"'- -- ..... """"-- ....... _ _._ -- -· 

,. 

.I 



Tlie ·onzi known picture 9/ Robert F. Stroud in :· . ing U!'ld' a ~iew of Sqn Franr;:isco ... He was ·given 
his hospital wart!: _,at 4:lcatraz. "It was !L ~arge (35 two 'bed~ a,nd, usually 'kept.· one in front of the 
feet by 12 feet 8 inches}: roor~ witft ,a'I2-f?ot ceil- · · -window h6loungi~g, .q,s. i_ri ·this picture . 

. •' 
·; . 
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-=~< -----'I'~R- SAT.~- T,:~.r-:~ .. !~~~;. ..,;1iXnAI :um 

How the Hidden life oftheJ\)fon~~ni'?i::: 

the ·world. If we cut { 
ing them ev~n food, 
indeed . . , Mr. Chair; 
munist einpire has i 
empire is still making 
More and more, ~he . 
and Bamboo curtains 

\1-.r&&U·.t< 
Mn, [, 1 .. ~trnud, e( K•nnt CllJ, 
Mntburi, 'ito ... ., With On~ or Hrr 
:ion'• Bird Cac••· Sht: Spl'l\t $10,000 
in ~uinr Hi"' From Ul• C.allowt, Ha 
Wu Put in !'olit&rJ-ThPn Prou~rdad 
To Support Her lloy Rahinr Fin• 
C•n.ri••· Now H. Mut~ Ci•• Up IIi• 
tlobLo,-.-."d Hl'r Support-Be:uu., o£ 

a New Prhon Rul., 

uNo MoreiBirdseed!" Rptive Order 

P . . r J:) . • • : built with the rt.S()n :-wmmifSU.fousing Ad-

So Killer Stroud ninist:ati~n 
11.-r ~ t G · . rr HlO umts m 
J..Y.J:US tVe up · 1ic ·impacts 

Beloved ·Pets r.esuit in a 

Shail we nov{ reve~ 
President, and \aban~ 
been made througl1 o~ 
to the people of Yugoi 

The Ho].lse answered! 
in its vot~ on- foreign . 
portunity to repair thl 
lnflicted by tb(! Semit: 
dent and the. country t: 
Ing with a chal}glrig C1 
is in prder to. those ' 
in the House: 

Arti$ts· in Cri1i 
It is another t.oken . 

. fashionable thieves now 
·loot as money. They t~ 
tacular theft ol 35 md 
now ~?rings the total v~ 
to around $7 mill~on. 
that any of the canvasse 
markets, the conclusion 
was crime for arfs s;tk~ 

Fiction, as always, 
. G. K. .Chesterton's sup( 
about Father" Brown, ( 
a French gentleman-til 
who lined a grotto wit}] 
the . be~t gai!eries of 'l!:j. 
Father Brown saved t. 
held an .exhibition of t 

Perhaps ':there i.~; a ·l!l 
, cdme that Scotland Ya­

eiuqe conventionaL pro 
a Duveen of the undeli 
sibly an, appeai to vani 
than a .threat of prisoJ 

A 1931 Sunday supplement spread 
. 

can(tries; 

one wop.-. 
great ex­

t).ce ·on such 

have been known to aci 
esthetic sensibility than 
a museum . or' g,allery. 
tiv~ feat. A momen.t o! 
prove the 'irresistible i 
Father Brown is _arounc :ivated by a 

.I 
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0-19 (ReJ1. 3-2-62) 

Coming Sund-ay i\) ~~.!\>; 

i SHOULD 11THE BIR.DMAN11 BE FREED?/ 
I ' 

' .. 

a 7 ·part series by staff reporter Eve Edstrom 

.,., 

• Should Robert . , better known as "The 
Bii:dman of Alcatraz," he allowed to go free after 
spending more than half a century behind prison 
walls? Public opinion sways in favor of Stroud 
who once made amazing strides in discovering 
cures for the diseases of birds. A sympathetic por· 

! 

Trotter __ _ 

!,~e Room __ 
mimes/ 
~nd~ ,_ / 

1/ -f•' / 

~tl\fllt~.t~ v 
03 ll':.' ~ _.., . : I 
,- ~-: i\ 
t~n -.. ~ 
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Times He·ald 

The Washington Daily News_ 

The Evening Star----­

New York Herald Tribune __ 

,

1
~ trayal of his life has been made iJ:ito a motion 

pictqre. 

I New York Journal-American __ 

l R£C 9 New York Mirror ____ _ 

\. • ] New York Daily News---

'J fl_$()Oq-Jil:;;.;;;rk Post--
Yet, Federal authorities agree that Stroud . " ~~ . ew York Times----

is where he belongs. Minus sensationalism and . · ~_,'\ 
sentimentality, Eve Edstrom describes Stroud's ~ 
actual behavior in this revealing series of articles \ 
s.tar!ing ~unday in Outlook. l. 

l The Worker--------' 

10 AUG J5 1Ji}f$~Ne~ Leader ___ _ 

The Wall Street Journal __ _ 

'I'h"e N&Tfonal Observer __ _ 

Date -----;;-~~...---
JUL1 4 ·t9~2 . 

~iJt \Utts~ingfon 'eft 
i!IIG ~\~~~,home delivery 

· · Phone RE. 7-1234 ~· :·, .... ~ ~- ~~-~-" 
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Tolson __ _ 
Belmont __ 
Mohr __ _ 
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Callahan __ 
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DeLoach __ 
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Rosen __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
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;:: -~2- 2-.5'0 Q 41 -3;$0ctobar 10, 1962 

De a~~------------~ 
"£our letter of October 2ncl has been received. 

V:!hile I appreciate your interest in writing to me, I regret 

that I cannot be of assistance. It has always been my policy 

to refrain from becoming involved in matters which are not 

within the jurisdiction or scope of responsibility of tho FBI. 

I hope you understand the reasons for this polic-y. 

fincerely yours, 

.......\....... 

t 

[~~~mJ 

-=.,. 
C'? 

~ -1 

::::.-
-·q ;=:! 

..--
171 

CD > ·'-' 0 - f-1 ,_, - ;:;:;, 
t ' 

·::;-) 

.-... ~ :::!2 
0 .... -:::. :......, .. - _, 

NOTE: \Ve have had previous correspondence withl I She ":Jas 
sent an in-absence letter over J;;Iiss Gandy's signature on August 13th in 
which she was provided material to assist in writing an article about the 
Bureau. For this reason she is being ~t a direct declination rather thr:il an 
in-absence letter at this time. ij,obEtrt Stroud, for whom correspondent is 

nr. tttem~f.$ to solicit aid, is a convicted muraerer recently transferred from 
uv i\lHat ~~Nsl&S to a less severe institution, who because of his personal 

attitudes and assaultive record has never been given consideration or 
encqy.mement relative to re\~a.s~,fr~~ p~~~~n despite numerous citizen's 

Jl~f:1r;~~ to,_~etlJre sympathy for him. - · -. 
1 

JET:bsw (3~ ' , __t _ ,, ·-·!. ,. ___ , , · 
, , , r ;•I ...., • I t 

I 

' I 

.... ,, .... . ~ , 

- • • f f ·' 
f I 1. · - ' , 7\t:· . J ,-,· ..,_ . 

' ~ 

.. 
_,...\ '.{!'\ J • l I 

Holrr.es ~- . -. ~ . . . f 
Gandy _- 1 ', ; • .-, t !.~ AI(: ·flO~~~ W TELE'fYPE UNIT 0 

' ·- .... , ' -- · - I ' I ·- I_' ---- - . 
\ ' - . 
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• TRUE COPY 

October 2, 1962 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I hate to bother you, as I realize how extremely 
buisy you are, but what I'm writing about is very important to me 
and a group of my friends. 

We have been sent information about getting Robe-rt 
?tr_oud realsed, and also got a petition from the "Committee tofree 
Robert Stroud." It suggested that if many people would write to the 
high officials that when his fin~! plea for release comes up before 
President Kennedy it would possibly be of help to :Qim. 

I wrote to the President and one of my associates 
wrote to the Attorney "General. Please help us Mr. Hoover, I told my 
friends that I'd written to you before and would do so again. 

Mr. Stroud is not a bad man, you can see this for 
yourself by reading about his bird study. He is in a good mental state 
of mind and deserves to be free. 

I ask you again, Mr. Hoover, please open. your heart 
and help us to help· bim get his freedom. 

Please write back to me if you find the time and please 
act Soon as his time is running out fast. 

On behalf of my fellow associates I would like to thank 
you in advanc.e for the attention I'm sure you will give Mr. Stroud. 

/s/ 

t"l) f 11 •. v ~L/ ,·""' '. 

II)- IVJJ I . 
.. • \ (rv-

\- JIY ..-'f 
t~0t' 

(j.t .. 
I' I 

I 

Sincerely yours, 

.I 
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DearL-1 ___ ....J 

• 
September 6, 1962 

-n -:·:; 
"' co5 

f 1 z 
,----. G) 

Your letter of September 1st has been received in s 

f,t,..ILE:.b :;; 

Mr. Hoover's absence from 'iNashington~ I know that he will be 

appreeiative of your interest in writing him. 

Sincerely yours, 

Helen V.'. Gandy 
Secretary 

-- ~ -.· 

U"J 
1""'1 
-o b6 
:::"7 b7C 

~ 

-:: .,... 

~ -... 
{~ _ _, 

TE: Correspppdent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Correspondent 
refers to Rober~trqud, convicted murderer, who has consistently 
been given no encouragement or leiriency relative to release in view 
of his background and personal attitudes, despite numerous citizens' 
efforts to secu:r;~ sympathy Jor him. The Director did visit Stroud 
at one tiliU~ yeai-s ago whe~lr~~~iously confined in the U. S. Penitentiary 
·~~ L~av~nworth. ~. , , . Tolson __ _ 

Belmont __ t_ ' ) '; ~~ : < I ' 

Mohr __ _ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ _ 

I I~. ' 

-?;' ) 
DeLoach'- • , _ 
Evans - .~ .. - ,-,_ 

Malone_~-
Rosen __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
Tavel __ _ 
Trotter __ _ 
Tele. Room __ 
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy __ _ MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 
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• 

Sir: 

(. 

TRUE COPY 
September 1, 1962 

I have just finished reading a book called "Birdman of 
Alcatraz." I have read thid in 1936 you visited one Robert Stroud 
known as the "birdman" of Alcatraz. I wondered if· you would 
give me your first hand impression of Mr. Stroud. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this • 

. Sincerely yours 

1 
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February 28, 1963 

/· 

Dear .... I ___ ___. 
received. 

-i1 -~1 .... ... 
Your letter of February 20, 1963, has been 

OJ5 
Although I would like to be of service, information L_ 1 ~ .-.C) 

contained in the files of the }.i'BI must be maintained as confidential x• 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is g 
available for official use only. -

You may desire to consult available references 
in your local library for possible data regarding the individual 
you mentioned. I have also referred a copy of your letter to 
the Bureau of Prisons, United States Department of Justice, 
~/ashington 25, D. C., for what assistance that Department 
can offer you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovt1t 

~ ru l• John Edgar Hoover 
1:.""0 

.>to 2 OS bit a23 Director 
. -

Tolooo ~) 1;._8 • / 
•• > 

~:~~ont NOTE: ~~ ~~t is "fl~t identifiable in Bufiles/0 Robert Stroud, 
g~~~~~:n __ author of the book "B1rdman of Alcatra~t' from which the recent 
conrad movie was made has been in prisonsin.ce 1912f _ Stroud was 18 years 
DeLoach__ · 
Evans old when first convicted of Mansla'i:ight~r. <Stroud is welllmown as a 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen result of the recent movie. 
Sullivan /\ 

TaveL__ ". 1-,,-/ ,, - ,;" ""\' \1 
Trottl'r·: . , j 1_> 1C~Anr.m. tk , {3) 1 ~~._-. ~-· 
T I R - t ,, • •- .:.1 . 'tV • llJ. - 1 ee. com__ '\ 
Holn:es __ '' 
Gandy MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 
~ 

I / ~ 
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Federal B ureau of Investigation 
\vashington D. C • 

Dear Sirs 

• 

Fe'-ruary 20, 1963 

I have just seeJl"\the movie "Birdman of .Alcatraz" re:fering 
to the life of Rober~Stroud. I am very much interested in 
this man and \-Jould appreciate it very much if you l-Jould send 
me any and all information you have on this man or might 
direct me to some\-Jhere where I might obtain this information. 

Thank You. 

Sincerely yonrs 

dlp 

REC- so . (, ;J_- ~ ££.._ cJ ;/ 
-...-....... 

7 7 MAR 1 1963 

= 
~·; <·::\, p_.tJ 

~' .. ·_.-p;;;~1-() 

b6 
b7C 
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~{\-- November 9, 1965 

--
-

!1 ...:. __,_ ,, 
CD~ 

I 
z He:> 

-
Dear IL--__ ___. 

Your letter of October 3oth has been received and 
I want to thank you for your confidence in my administration of the 
FBI. 

;::o 
0 
0 
':£: 

Vlith respect to your inquiry, it is suggested you may 
wish to write to the Bureau of Prisons, U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 20537, for much of the data you requested. 

1 - Seattle - Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

J-rJ E~a>!- !:Ia.()tE·~ 

..z 
= < 

-0 

l..tJ 
t-' 
-o 
~ 

"" ~ .... 

D :}r 
T"-'-" t 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Stroud's book, 
"Birdman of Alcatraz, '' noted that Mr. Hoover visited his cell in 1936 and 
bought a canary which was guaranteed to sing. With respect to this, 
on a memorandum in 1955, Mr. Hoover noted "he did sell me a canary 
and it didn't sing." . 

Tolson--

~~~~ont DTP:me~ {4) 
DeLoach-- \1 
Casper .. ;_ · ~ 
Callahan-- J\\~J 
Conrad-­
Felt---
Gale __ _ 

Rosen f 
Sullivan _ { / , ~ r1 
~~:~~~r :- -l .. ;' I':'-~ 
Tele. Room-· -· -~ •I ·,' 7 ·' ,·, • -
Holmes- ' ' 1 1 I ' ·· • 
Gandy '· MA-IL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT D , ~<!In/_- ;:;• S ·- ,/'/ !; ,(' -,.. ~ il-- -·" -

---- · ··--- - - - - -·· - - - -- - - - - - -- - - -
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Fl1iver;:...J..t:-. ~ .~e hc...ve oeen. ; iv·9.Ll t.Lb job of ps:.cs.J.O- ~ 
_,. 
tO 

w1Ll~~s isin~ c· p\3rso:.I. 1 -~- ~ssi~nment ";·T&s t.m .. t C•f ~·.o ·c·:~gt 

0 £,trouc:l <:..nc:l.:-GJ.l:- r·~LS•Jn fur ti:'.LiS letter. 11oulcl, it 0e 

COJ. ie::. o:? ui::. 

il;:.o, it ;,.n s stc:,tec'i. tilt. t 

i·?"u&t 

Ifi] 
~·/) 
r::·· ·~ 

~g 
0)' 

I 

' ., 

tv knm·r i.li.:.> 1-'erson·c:..l:.i.. t:.' and i1is u.if:Ler·3nt rec...ct:t.o .• ::u... I' ~:1 

-;;orking Oil & t:i.J.Gor~r of I•00I-le V.nc'i.er rQstrG<.inec~ o.ree:.S •••• 

be it prisons, c:.t.. V:Ll defG ... l.Se shel t-a~cs etc. Ts.1.c:..n1: :··.:...u 
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Third Sunday at·Gc·r Epiphany, Janue:ry ,'rl.r-.,. .L969 
eleven o'clock 

O~GAN PRELUDE Jesu, Joy of 1~n's 
CALL TO WORSHIP· ·- Chvir 
LITANY page 14 
SC!RIPTURE IES$GNS 

Epistle: Romans 12:16-21 
Gespel : Matthew 8:1·13 

Iesiring - Bach 

ANNOUNCE:MENTS AND·· OFFERING ·~.: .:~~··~~.~-.. !-,~~];:~' ,J"' 

All Ha 11 The Pow.~f-~At;..~~l¥~'1 
Name CHOIR ANTHEM 

- James Ellor :·-.·-~.,...f-."'1'-'.' · - ~::-" .. ~ ....... ~ ~"""-.· .. 
DOXOLOGY 
Hf?-PT NO. 689 "How Firm A Foundation" 
Sll!RMON: REFUSE NOT ·WM THAT $PEAKETH 

Text.: Hebrews 12:25 
II\'rVITATION HYMN NO, :434 "Roc'· of Ages 11 

(:You may cnme forwarg. at this time to confess before 
men that you wish to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your personal Saviour. The Elders and praye:c wa:rriors 
··;d.ll pray with you following the service and you will 
depa-rt riewJ.y blessed :Ln your soul. ). 
BI!i1l'l!I~ICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUJ:JE Praise God Fro;'l Whom All Blessing~ 

Flow H Each 

* * * 
1·n:;:1COME TO VISITORS - We are happy you have co'""1e a.1·i 
our prayer is that God will reveal H~nself to you in 
Ff:i!s love and power as YO'l wm;ship with 'lS. ''Faith 
:c.,,l~· th by t'earing and hearing by the word of Goa." "iou 
will get the Word 0f God here for we believe ell of Ris 
Word 

EVENING SERVICE - The service at 7 p m is a 'oy to 
share in and we waot all to get its blessiugs before 
beginning another wee':: Goa will ··~eet you ~ ·1d give 
strength for all yonr needs Co· e to~light' 

JOH'·~ RUSS PLAY - Tell ot?·ers ~bou.- thP. splendhl q•· ! 
j:n~-::-- ~ing drama t·) be s-.::c-~~·:-.:1 !:J, .r• '~· ?.,'Q Jo.~e:s Un T.ver· 
sity F.:br·.,ary 11;. 4 

·.- • /~ • • :- • '~~:..:. i'£ , '-r Jo.H::s. 

.... 
. 

PARBJK\GE ~~LEPHONE ~ 788-~<70 
~- . CHURCH - 78e-6o6o 

l?RAn:R LIST: :Mr. and Mrs, Abner .Alexander and family, 
Leonard and Lily Howard, M.A. Ward, Mr.s. Frank Smith, 
Mr-s. Addie Tuttle, Mrs. C.B. Cody, May Marshall, Alton 
Watkins, Pau],ine Stewart, -Mrs. Grace Eellomy, Eetty 
Holleman, Sam Hutchins, Warner Mahaffey, Jesse Thornt~n, 
C.L. Mays; MILITA:HY: Perry Barrett, David Lambeth, Jr, 
Pete Christian, Richard and Kent Mays, Jack L. Crews, 
Bill I:ehn, Murry Mechum, Billy Meadows, Jimmy Turtter, La­
rry BGtch,. Larry Pfau, Don Poindexter, ~eorge Smith Rns­
sell Masten, Johnny Taylor, Danny and Johnny Raines; 
M:!:SSION.ARIEH: Marilyn Andrews, Barbara Jones, Katie Tal­
bert, Gary Johnsons, Kathy and Les Bruce, Manuel Arenas 1 

aill Sasnet, Rev. Euredjian, Bob Griffin, Dr. Robert 
Rapp, Mrs. Eeckon, Rescue l<Iission, Joy Ranch, Rev. Wurm­
prand, all persecuted believers, Miss Philips, P •. J. Mat­
pew, G.R. Lorne, Paul Voronaeff, Dr. Oeorge Hopkins, 
Lecnard Hopkins, Glenn A1:iel, Mrs. it..e.cNaught, Gordon Wol-
J 

fram. 

GO:NFIR.\1ATION CLASS: The Pastor rrill begin a class for 
boys with Bible· memorization, to bE;gin two weeks fr.:m 
yesterday. Tioe: 10:30 a..m. on Saturdays. All youth 
must have special instruction for membership in Bible 
Moravia-n Ohur<.:l by rul.ing of the Board· c<f Elders. 

SPECIAL PATRIOTIC PROGRAM ON RADIO - Tune in February 
1, this coming Saturday for a program running continuous­
ly from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Station WGPL (FM), 931. 
(See bulletin insert.) · 

MEN IN-AUTHORITY - These are special days for America. 
The President and every official down to the courthouses 
need the prayers of God's people as they seek to undo 
the mess that has been piling up for years. They will be 
subjected to merciless attacks of Satan as they take their 
stand and hold ground against the Devil. Pray for Goa's 
Spirit to baptize them with power and courage and grace. 

II Chronicles 7:14 is our only hope. 



Pastor, ....................................... Rev. Dav~d R. Jones 

705 E. Sprague Street, Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Board of Elders 

D. R. Jones • 0 •••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••• 0 ..... Chairman 

H. L. Mast_en ......... : ................ .... · .... ·. : . Vice Chairman 

R. S. Disher ............. :. , ·: ................. , ·. . . . Secretary 

W. W. Stewart ... · ................. Treasurer; Ex-officio Member . . .. ~ 

J. D. Everhart, C: B. Cody, D. L. Lambeth 

Sunday School. ~uperintende~t .......... · ....... · ...... : .· .. f-!. L:. M~ute':l .. . 

Organist .................................... . . :. Mrs. R. S. Disher 

Building Committee 

H. L. Masten ............................. .'. . . . . . . . Chairman 
' .. . . 

D. R. Jones , ................... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary 

R. S. Disher, W . . W. Stewart, James Cude, Curtis Craig, Charles Pitts . . ~ . .. . ... . . . . .. . . .. 

Weekly Services 

Sunday School 

Morning Worship ................................... , ·II :00 A.M. 

Evening Worship ............................... ·. ·. 7:00P.M. 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting • • • • 0 .......... ••• ••••• : •••• 7:30 P.M . 

Prayer Meetings 

Tuesdays (Wom.~n} ................................ ·9:00A.M: 
. . . \ . 

Saturday~ (C:hildren} ... : .. · ............. : ...... :- ·. ·:, .. 10:00 A.M •. 

Saturdays (Men) 7:00P.M. 

Radio· Program 

Saturday (WKBX, 1500 kc) 9:30A.M. 

LITHOGRAPHED BY MWM COLOR PRESS, INC., AURORA, MO., EARL ROBERTS, BOX 275, WELCOME, N. C. 2737-4 46, 834 

'"Jitble &*lorabtan C!Cburcb 
Founded 1457 
Renewed 1967 

(Independent and Unaffiliated) 

70 I E. Sprague St. 
Winston-Salem, N. C! 

The Bible is the infallible Word of God, verbally inspired and without error. Be­
cause synods, bishops and councils tend to usurp its authority, we disavow them. 
(John 17:17). :, . 

The Lord Jesus Christ, Saviour and God, is the only hope of lost men for heaven; 
His shed blood the only remedy for their sin. (I John I :7). He is coming again 
to catch up· the· believers to heaven and then He will judge and rule the world. 
(I Thess. 4:17: Matt. 25:31). 

There is a literal eternal hell and a literal eternal heaven. !Matt. 25:46). 

All men must be born again of the Spirit (John 3:6,7) and should receive the ful­
ness of the Spirit to serve the Lord I Ephes. 5:18). 

It is the joy of Christians to proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad until He 
comes again. (Acts I :8). 
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.ible Moravian CHurft 

Independent and Unaffiliated / 
DAVID ~ONES 79J EAST S_E~~GUE STREET 

WINSTON-SALEM, __ N. (;. 27107 
TELEPHONE 788-6060 

~- ,. ~ •• T' . 4' ::•2tson~ 
T~~.D·~;r PASTOR 

70!5 EASTSPRAGUE STREET 

TELEPHONE 788·6670 

· Mf. ~o2f 
Mr~·&P · 
~.~~jer_ 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, •irector 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, :J.C. 

. 
'I/ 

January 30, 1969 

Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad -
Mr. Felt ---;-
Mr. Gale ,;-
~->i Rosen V 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Tav.el -
Mr. Trotter 
Tele.Room-
Miss Holmes-
Miss Gandy-= 

-'--" 

Bear Mr • Hoover : /~' 

I have some young Christian boys who are greatly admixing thi~ Yery 7 
celebrated inmate of Alcatraz, the "Birdmani•. A boo~.~·Wr-:i!tten.!on. a_ 

'·his life and prison e~aiences authored by one nam~.,9..2.!s!: The · ~-. J 
inmate's name is Rober~ Stroud. The book became a movie an~,the.movie " 
was shown on TV recently. . . • ~ 1 j · 

'I became interested in this man who is being lauded so.highly and_guite ~ ~ 
another version of this "Birdman of Alcatra.z" came to me. It seems that«? ':.U 
a Federal agent who was connected with his case protested publicly that I -nr, 
Hollywood was building up a two-time murderee and a sex pervertr·I-f. this ~· 
is the case, I want to divert the boy to a more worthy idol. ~~-" ~ 

lean you advise me as to the facts in this case? I am very apprec ~.~v~ m 
of any help you can offer. ~ 

• 

j . 

rincerely yours. 

b7C 

\ , 
I ! 
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