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L DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE -
T. B, WHITE bl

. WARDEN " JITED STATES PENITENTIARY . - "<
LI LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS

C

March 2, 1931.

/ Ty ?/@
1. J. B. Boover, Director, T
Purean of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Jashington, D. C,

Dear lir. Hoover: /

{le have a prisoner here, Robert Stroud, Register
Mumber 17431, vho came to the institution charged with
marder.

After he was here avhile, he killed one of the
Guards in the dining room and he is now permanently in
Isolatione.

He is occupying himself by kceping up a lot of
canory birds end gets some literature from the following:

P. A.{}ll’icodemus, 5014 M. Kedvale Avenue, Chicago;-”
H., F7on Derm, 898 Grand Street, Brooklyn, Iew York;
Viile G.g})carlett & Compan;;{ 729 B, Prait Street, Baltimorey
prattts Patent, Hewark, Mo J.; andérilling apc Coupany,
¥1004 S. California ivenue, Chicago, Illinoise

I will appreciate anything you can get in
reference to the reliability of these concernss

Very truly yo 5 X
07;
TBY M %aer/\)
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BReC3004Y , Marsh 14, 1931,
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Yardan, United Gtates Fenitentlary,
Leavenworth, Kansas,

Dear Mr, Vhite:

Fecelipt is anknowledged of vour lstier fated
¥arch 8, rolative to Robert Streud, Repister Yoo 1745%.

In complianse with your regueat that you to
Turnished with any information availublo relative to the
reliability of gertain 2imms namad in your letter, you
ors advised thet I have inatructsd the Chicego, llow Youls
and Vashington, D.0., Pield offipes of the Pursau to make
irquiries relative 1o thease conceins aud $o transmit the
result thorzoef 4o the Ranmas City Burcau office, in order
thet 1t may in turn bs commmnicated o you.

Sincersly yours,

Dircotor.
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. Sposisl ageut in Charge,
. Puresy of wam%&@aﬁ!fm,

Fon 1408,

Ghiospe, Tile .

Deny Sips

- § = sttashing heredo e cony off & Iattw rosoived
by me fvem Wepdean 7. B, White of the Vnited Stases Yopitenticey
at leavenworth; Hssses, roguesting sheé bhe be furnicheos widh any
svellable information concersing certuin Dirss shdeh appear to de
eammﬁi&, esu& one Soberd sﬁmﬁ, 1 yﬂ@am in fhek jastitution.

%Aii@ ia e mo% dosived %izma m @%ﬁﬂm 1nvoatis
gotion be neds connernisg he rellsbility of the noacerns bamed
 4a the eiladhed !ﬁmr, 1% is eusgested thmt e trief fagquisy e
neds relobive to these firms an the reedld furnished %a the Kﬁm&
ﬁi%y affice foy mmum %o Torden Vilte, -

Yory teoly youes,
sm he DlAvestor,

Apatetant Divestor,
OCuHen Vark
- Tushington
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT e YORK C1TY He Yo ¥FILe NU. $2-2834 P8
REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: | REPORT MADEBY:
. aniiiegl

BEY YORK cITY |3/24/31 8/19, 20/31 | %. R. PALuERA |
TITLE: CHARACTER OF CASE:

GOB: il STROUD PRI G % TH Us Se 20 z HITSRY

Ilfkb&vﬁi“ .G“i'm. Kosﬁm
gC. LL I ;OU 3

SYNOPSIS oF FACTS: Firw: of He fo Ton Daxsm, feed, Toundsd in 1888, sll

this times locatsd at 898-908 Grend St., Broeklym,

e ¥o Firm of Zpretits ratent, desling in pedicines
for wogs, careries :nd other house peis, founded 80
yoars 2w in Lewark, M. Jo vith depot 8% Sen Frausisco
and feotories in liverpool and Iondon, .mlend.

Ce
RiF-H.NC.: Burean letier, cuated .areh lo, 1901,
DETALIIS; AT BaO0KLYN, N 2‘.

on ssxeh 13, 1951, spent waes cdvised by ov. 0tto . !athe that the
firm of He ¥ Yon Demm, located nt B98-908 Urand ! t., Trookliyn, *:e Y., is in
tae hay, grain, seed, faesd, pet stock und garden mupplies businsss, tounded by
Harry -illiem Von Dsme in 18568, now the property of Hemry ¥. Von Dern, grandaon
of the founder; that this Iirm has always been on the same promises; thet it is
the regular custox of this fimm to send to their clients all over {hs Uniied
vtates price lists end advertisements of new propurations, especially in the
line of cunary birde anc other peis.

Inguiries in the immediate neizhborhood convirmed what {fr. jothe
told Lgent, who hed occasion o go ercund in the lurgs siore wnd verify as to
the articles that are for sulz thars,

ET w gyer
DAL A% AR, We Jo .

un tereh 20, 1931, sgent sntersd the lerge store of Tpratits Putent)
locuted gt Congress and Jefferson litreshbs, Newerk, e J., 8nd was informed by
the zirl «t {the awitehbouard thut this Iirm bas & depot at Sen sruneimco, Gal.
and factorles in Liverpool aad lLowmdon, aglund, the fim beiny chout 80 yssxs
old. :orme literziure secured by .gent on ithe premises, thich ure now wnude purt
of th: New York office file, show that this Tiry manufucturss cnything pe'&in—

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

APPROVED AND RECORDED AND INDEXED.

FORWARDED: SPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGE
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION CHECKED OFF:
COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO:
f%’
‘.::5-1".&&‘5 City JACKETED:

1 Heaw York DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ROUTED TO: FILE
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Y. FIIE NO. €2-5834

ing to the breeding of dogs, also canary feed and other house pets.

The telerkone operator further advised sAgent that it is the
practice of their fimm to advice their custcmers in all perts of the United
States and Englend am o new preparetions for the feediny snd care of dozs and
other pets, this literature being sent to the clients about once a month.

CLOSED
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. Harch 30, 1931.

Special atb'ent in Charge,

Bureaa of Tavestig gation,

905 Federal Reserve Bank Bullding,
Rangsas Citys Migsouri.

Dear S3irst

Reference is made Lo the report of Specisd
Agent W Re Palmera, dated Ierch 24, 1331, st Jew York
Ciyy, relating to the csce entitled RODINT SIROUD,
Prisoner in Unifed Statec Penitentiary, Laavenworhh,
Kansas, ¥iscellaneous. This ie to advise that the
inveptigation concerning Robert Stroud was initiated
st the request of Varden Ty P« Waite of the United
States fenidentieryy Leavenworti, Xunsas, and he waz
advigsed that the necdscery ingquiries would be aade by
+he Buresu offices and reports submltited o your offico
for transmlttal to him,

It is therefore suggested that & copy ol the
report mentionsd abave be trangmitbted to MHr. White fow
hies informstion.

Very truly yours,

Director.
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT - Hansas Ci‘by. File lio. 63-583.
REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADEBY:

E=nsas City, Io. 3-24~31 3-20 and 21-31 1. T. Little, jon)

( TITLE: @ CHARACTER OF CASE:

EOBERI STROUD,

U. S. PENIT=LTIARY NO. 17431, Ifiscellaneous.
SYNOPSIS oF FACTS:

H. J. Fowell, C.P.Ai., end Frenk 3. Fark, | %

President, Frank E. Fark Frinting Company, -
Kansas City, }issouri, have corresponded with 74 ¢ ) &f’
the subject on business matters only. Sub jeed ¥ N “
is a chemist ard expert on canary bird diseases

and contributes articles recularly to "The

Lioller Canary Journzl and Bird Torld"; nmenufac-

tures and distributes "Stroudt's Specifie", a bird /
medicine, through a frierd - IZrs. Dells 7. Jones,

1345 E. Tenth Street, Kansas City, Iissouri.

C.

DETATLS:
At Kensas City, iissouri.

This investigation is predicated upon a request made by L.
T. B. Thite, ‘farden, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, as contained
in a letter dated Yarch 2nd, 1931, wherein it is stated that the sbove ngmed pris-
oner is ccnfined in permament isolation in the Leavenworth Fenitentiary and corres-
ponds with B, J. Powell, 601 Central Exchange Building, and the Frank E. Fark Print-
ing Company, 213 W. Zighth Street. vwarden Yhite requested that the reliability of
the above ramed correspondents be determined.

DETAILS: Agent interviewed !r. Frank T. Fark, Fresident, Frank E. Fark

Printing Company, 213 7. Tichth Street, who stated thet the correspondence had

by him and his company with the subject has been of a business nature only; that
the company has in the past several months printed numerous labels, envelopes, lette:

heads and pamphlets for the subject, all of whith printed metter relates to a bird

medicine, the trade mark name for which is*Stroud's Specifict; +that arrangements

for the printing of the above described matter have slways been made by !s. Della

CULES DESTROLED

Y —r— DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
11 JuL 24 1454 RECORDED AND INDEXED:
“APPEOVED AND M’: - o , / :
FORWARDED: srecaLAcent ) S 4 G 2 o4 4- .= g
N CHARGES | (%% 4 E I TP s e !
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | CHECKED OFF;:
COPIES OF 'n-ns REPORT FURNISHE
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M. Jones, 1345 E. Tenth Street, Kansas City, Missouri, which is the address
shown in the printed matter as the place from which ¥Stroud!'s Specific may

be purchased. Mr. Park stated that before his company undertood the printing
of the matter in question he made inquiries and investigation to be certain that
his company would not become involved in any difficulty through the printing of
the labels, et cetera, for a prisomer in Leavenworth Penitentiary and that he
insisted upon, and received, payment in advance for the work done which payment
has been made by Mrs. Della . Jones, above mentioned. Mr. Park stated that
he is not acquainted with the subjeet, has never seen him and that all corres-
pondence had by him or his company with the subject has been of a strictly
business nature.

One copy each of a pamphlet describing "Stroud's Specific®,
two labels, an envelope bearing the trade mark above mentioned, and a copy of
letterhead bearing the same trade mark, were furnished  to the writer by Mr.
Park and are attached to the copy of this report for Warden thite.

Inquiry in the neighborhood where the Frank E. Park Printing
Company does business disclosed that the firm has been in its present location
for a number of years, is thoroughly reliable and transacts a reasonably large
amount of business. Inquiry at the records division, police department, dis-
closed that Mr. Park has no criminal record.

Agent contacted Mr. E. J. Powell, 601 Central Exchange
Building, who is a Certified Public Accountant, as evidenced by certificates
displayed to the writer by Mr. Powell, who stated that he became acquainted
with the subject about two years ago through the latter's interest in canary
birds. Mr. Powell stated that he is the editor of"The Roller Canary Journal
and Bird World" and has held various offices in the International Roller Canary
Breeders Association of which he is at present the secretary; that the subject
is a regular contributor of scientific articles to the above journal and like-~
wise advertises "Stroud's Specific® in said journal. Mr. Powell stated that
the subject receives no pay whatever for the articles contributed by him and
is charged the regular advertising rates for the advertisements which the sub-
jeet causes to be published in said magazine, the payments therefor being made
by the subject's mother, Mrs. E. J. Stroud, 1353 E. Tenth Street, or by Mrs.
Della M. Jones, 1345 E. Tenth Street. Mr. Powell stated that he has visited
the subject on but one occasion, namely on January 18th or 2lst, 1931, at which
time he conversed with the subject on scientific and business matters only; that
in his, Mr. Powell's, opinion, subject is & brilliant man, a chemist and expert
upon the subject of treatment of canary birds. However, Mr. Powell stated that
as a result of the one interview he had with the subject he is convinced that
the subject is..."in the right place", and would be a dangerous men to be at
large.
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Mr. Powell furnished to the writer a copy of the March,
1931 issue of "The Roller Cansry Journal and Bird World® and on page nine
thereof appears a scientific article contributed by the subject. Mr. Powell
also furnished one copy each of two letterheads, being the official stationery
of the International Roller Canary Breeders Association and the journsl above
mentioned, all of which are attached to the copy of this report for Warden
White.

Continuing, Mr. Powell stated that about a year ago canary
bird breeders in the United States were heavy losers of canary birds through &
mysterious disease which experts were at a loss to diagnose; +that the subject
mede experiments in the penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, as & result of
which he announced a cure for the disease in question and this cure is the
medicine, trade mark name of which is "Stroud's Specific™ and which is des-
cribed as an avian antiseptic.

Mr. Powell further stated that he would place the name of
Warden White upon his mailing list and would forward to him each month a copy
of the bird magazine above described, indicating therein the articles contri-
buted by the subject for the information of the Warden.

Agent conducted inquiries in the building in which Mr.
Powell's office is located from which it was learned that Mr. Powell is a
highly respected business man and has occupied his present office for a
number of years. Inquiries at the record division, police department, dis-
closed that Mr. Powell has no criminal record. ;

>

CLOSED.
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Form No.1 . T -
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO » ILLINOIS j.' s "i, ’ ' ) 5291"382 -

REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE:, REPORT MADE BY: . A

oy

 CHICAGO, TLLINOIS |March 30,193)!March 21, 193} | T, .F. MULLEN ' s

TITLE: : o ' ) CHARAGTER OF CASE:
N O ' e . B

ROBERT STROUD _ MISCELLANEOUS

SYNOPSIS oF FACTS:

' White, Warden, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, dated March 2ndy ~4

PETAH® is a middle aged man, and that his business is that of a nominal investment,
Y consisting of requipment and a smell number of canaries, He appears to be favare

deals in wholesale seeds, rilling is the proprietor. He is fifty nine

y}w -
P :
| L (00
P, AfNicodemus,; 5014 N.Kedvale Avenue,
Chi cagoy, engaged in raising canary birds
for sale, and bears good reputations

HeTrilling and Company; 1004 S4Californias
Avenue,Chi cago,are wholesale dealers in
seeds, and appear to be reliables

Pe

REFERENCE: Director's 1etter of March 15th, 1931,

DETAIIS? The letter of reference enclosed copy of letter from T.B¢
1931, requesting that investigation be made at Chicago ¢ mcerning the reliability
of Po A. Nicodemus, 5014 North Kedvale Avenus,Chicag; and the Trilling and Compan
1004 South California Avenue, Chicago,Illinois, who have been corresponding with
subject STROUD, known as prisoner number 17431, at Leavenworth Penitentiarye

Inquiry developed that P» A. Nicodemus, 5014 N.Kedvale Ave,

Chzcago,llllnois is a printer by occupation, and raises canary birds as a side
line, which business is known as the American Live Canary. It was ascertained thaf

ably regarded inpersonal respects, and has average ability,

Hﬁ&r1lli and Company, 1004 S.California Avenue;Chicago,

years of age; of Russian descent but a naturalized Americen citizen, and has been'
in the seed business at the above address since 1926, Previous to that time he
o . . o ﬂ DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES ‘
RECORDED AND INDEXED:

APPROVED Al

—W’” e (422500 45| ae, 21931

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION c D OFF:" -
COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: g}iﬁ @@ wi By
oty : “.4-_ . ¥ w® \js?‘k
Bureau =~ 2 faiod su B ”‘ R JACKETED:
bIES ‘DESTROmoCi.tyGB . > DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE A

hYOI‘kOi i ROUTED TO: FILE
L 29 gt 7T TGyl W

‘Chicago» 2 e LB

%Mﬂ \\(? ?[ g),..>/ . 5. covesnno pRoera ormica: 11 | | -A - 1




Page 24

was located at 1825 South Canal St.Chicago, in the same bus. iness. The firm of
He.Trilling and Compeny is considered to have a net worth of . from &353 000 to
$45,000 and from what agent could learn Mr.Trilling and the Tl“illing Company

enjoy a good reputations

This matter is being kept pending at Chicago, awa:.t:lng rece 1p t g1 re prths from
the euxilliary officeas , {

UNDEVELOPED LEADS:

KANSAS CITY OFFICE:  Upon receipt of similar répbrts covering investigations made
by the Washington Tocal and New York Offices, the Kenses City office will transmi ¢
results of this investigation to Warden Te Be White, at the U.S.Penitentiary,

Leavenwor th 3 Ka.nsaav

PENDING
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| Epecigl Agent in Charge,
Bureau, of Investlgation,
Box 1405,
Chicago, Illinoise

Dexr 8ivs

Fith vefereuce to the case entltled ROBERT
STROUD, Hdiscellansons, your file 62-1382, your atten~
tion is called to the rzpord of Specinl Agent T, F.
Hullen, dated at Chiecago, Illinois, Harch 2D, 1931

Tt 1s noted from Agent Mullen's report that
thie cese ig beling kept sending in Chlcago, awalilng
recsipt of reporte from auxilisry offices. An examins~
tion of the Burcau f£ile in this case dlsclosas that
auxtliary offices in this investigation bave carried
themeelves as the office of origin and, after submitiing
coples of their raporte to the Kengas Cily office, have
properly olosed the came, dAccordingly,you ere suthorized
to ¢lose this care at your office.

Very truly yours,
Far the Blretor,

Assistant Diraciors

- 7270 FILES B;

waes Sy
APR 8 1931

g T M
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H. 3. Bepertment of FJusiice
Bt of Inbestigation
905 Federal Reserve Bank Building,

Kansas City, Missouri.

April 2, 1931.

7L o

#"} . =
Director, ) é~a»
Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

Receipt is acknowledged of your communica-
tion dated March 30, 1931, regarding the case entitled
ROBERTaSTROUD, Prisoner in United States Penitentiary, Leaven-
worth, Kensas, Miscellaneous.

Please be advised that a copy of the report
submitted by Special Agent W. R. Palmera, New Yark City, March
24, 1931, was furnished to the Warden at the United States
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, under date of March 26,
1931, and on this date copy of a report submitted by Special
Agent T. F. Mullen, Chicago, Illinois, dated March 30, 1931,
was also furnished to the Viarden of the United States Peniten-
tiary at Leavenworth.

Upon receipt of additional reports in
connection with this matiter, copies thereof will be immediate-
ly transmitted to Mr. White for his information.

Very truly yours,

7Y Nyt

Acting Special Lgent in Charge.

REQORILT Z??Zfﬂkié !

e t—— e

RGH-c.

K.C.File !62-583- \?? Xﬁ\g’%‘. : o
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT GiECAZO0 Uity #62-2056
REPORT MADE AT: . DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MAbE: R‘EPORT MADEBY:
Washington, D. G | 4/3/31 4/1/).,~ Se W. Havdy" . - MR
rme . 4 VNICODRIUS, Qhicago, H. F.UYON BAMM, Brookkcwamacraorcass:
LYN, No¥o,WILLIAM G /SCARLETT & COMPANY TIMORE, MISCELLANEOUS ;
MARYLAND, #SPRATT'S PATENT, NEWARK, Ne Je ILLING  Information Concerning. .
& COMPANY, Chicago, Ill. a e

SYNOPSIS oF FACTS: William G. Scarlett & Compémy is a le'gfi_timate:bxieiness con=

cern located at 729-735 East Pratt Street, Baltimore, Maryland,
which is in the commission house district near the water front. .
It is in the wholesale seed, poultry and pigeon feed. business

Letter of reference requested a brief inquiry be made by
the Washington Field Office regarding William G. Scarlett and
Company, 729 E. Pratt Street, Baltimore, Maryland, and that the
result be furnished to the Kansas City Office for transmittal-
for the Warden of the U. S, Penitentiary, lLeavenworth, . Ransas,
in connection with Rober‘l%troud a prisoner in that instltutlono

The Baltimore City and Telephone Dlrectories reflect that
“William G. Scarlett and Company are wholesale seedsmen, puultry and pigeon feed
dealers located at 729-735 E. Pratt Street and 205-207-209 E. Falls Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland; phones, Plaza 3416~3417-3418-3419; that William G. Scarlett,
the owner, resides with his wife, Ella H. Scarlett and their son William G.

Scarlett, Jr., who is a student, at 420 Greenway Street, Baltimore, Md., residence
‘phone, University 1463,

DE,A' Special Agent Morris D. Traub advised he had personal know=-
ledge of this firm; that it is a large business concern, conducting a legitimate

business in wholesale seeds, poultry and pigeon feeds and is located in the com~ .
mission house district of Baltimore near the water front.

e _ The Washington Field office has Baltimore City Directories
dating back to 1920. These were scrutinized and recite that William G. Scarlett

has been in the wholesale seed, poultry and pigeon feed business as far back as,:

Shat yeers ' REFERRED UFON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF faREGiire m remse soaces

and has operated from these premises for many years. )_}
R.ULC. b2 25
REFERENCE: Bureau letter dated March 13, 1931 to the Chicago Office.
DETAILS:

ARPROVED AND

FORWARDED: m “ Q | ?mlﬁ?mu éz/z‘g'dﬂ %/ 7 ‘R:cgnnm:;\?ue );q(;;;gp s

"2 Washin?/Fi QY
1 New Yo
/28 Chicago
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO:
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905 Vedaral Reserve Bank Building,:

Kenses City, Missouri.‘

APR 141931 A1

April 2, 1931,

| ¢ AT iz RSN ERE
Mr. T. B. White, Warden,

United States Penitentiery,
Leavenworth, Kansap.

Dear Sir:
Re: Rohert Q’. trouil

Miscellaneous
Kansas Cilty Flle #62-583-

I am transmitting attachod hereto for your information
copy of report dated March 30, 1931 submitted by Spescial Agent
T. ¥, Mullen, Chicago, Illinois, in connection with the case
entitled above.

Very truly yours,

E. G. HARVEY
Ascting Speeis) Agent in charge.

R3il~gbe
CC-BUREA

Encl.
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No. 1

cask oriGiNaTED AT CHICAGO, ILLIIIDIS, CIC.30 FILS 0. 62-1382

REPORT MADE AT:

»a ,—“-.Ll..-‘a., .LJJ.'-N_‘-.‘.:?::’ :\'.J..,
4 WRILLI & oO1RATY, CHIC GO, ILL.

FER LTS, CTULaRTTNG

DATE \WWHEN MADE: { PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: ‘ REPORT MADE BY:
CIT 4%, ITL. 4-16-51 | 4-la-E1 PP, P lTUIIEN -- CH
R e s o S . = me = me
T p, 4, NICODEYS, Chicsco; E. F. VO Diil, : CHARACTER OF CASE:
RN, NloTe, WIILIZI G. SCARILZAT & CYPINY, | JTSCEILIINEOTS
BLEPOD, TALSE SRS ARSE, IEL i

mitted closing reports on this subject mattere There being noe further lesds
in this district, this case is therefore being closed.

- CLOSED -

DETAILS:

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

SYNOPSIS oF FACTS: N
Auziliary offices campleted their investigzations # b
. in sbove matter end submitted reports closing
same., There beingy no further lezds this czse is
being closed, T
= £ - s <, ©
TLTERZICE: Bureusu letter duted ipril 8, 1¢81, P
DETAILE: 4T CHICAGO, ILLILOIS 2w g
Letter of reference sets forth that auxiliary offices have. sub-

SPECIAL. AGENT

"BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO:

2~Furesn, i Cou b
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Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

&

ZANSAS CITY, 30.

62-2086

REPORT MADE AT:

WASHINGTON, D.

DATE WHEN MADE: ?

4/25/31 {

C.

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE.
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mme: P, A. NICODENUS, CHICAGO, ILL.;
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I
| CHARACTER OF CASE:

WILLIAM G. SCARIETT & CO., BALTINORE, 1D.; IISCRILANTOUS, IFORZTICH
CEPRATT'S PiTENT, NEVARE, M. J.3 CCICIRITNG
- TRITIDNY A-C0s CHICAGO, IILi — ———— " '

SYNOPSIS oF FACTS:

Peport received from Re Geo Dun & Co. on Feter

A ’Ficodemns, 5014 X. Fedvale Ave., Chis=go,

Ill, and" Hymsn Trilling & Co., 1004 S, Calif.

Ave., Chitago, Ill.; seed reports beinz furnished

X 7 the Isnsas City Office herewith. { e

.
i

REFERENCE: Report of Special sgent ©. We FHardy, Weshington, D. C., dated

4/3/51.

DETAILS:
Report of Felter 4. illccdemus and L. Trilling & Co., both of
Chicagp, I1%., have been recelved from R, G, Dun & Co., and =zre being furniched

Feo

the Fanzas City Ofice with cories of this report.

The Dun report of Jeter L. I'icodemus, 5014 1. Fedwvale Ave.,
Chicago, Ill,, reflects that Nicodemus does business under the siyle "American
Live Cenary”, ls merried, middle-aged, imericen born, has resided at the above
address for several years, is employed as a printer and raises birds a: a s=ide
line; that he has only a nominal investment, consisting of equirment ard e smzll
nurber of caparies; is not believed to be owing other than current bills: is the
reputed owner of his home, described as &« frame cottage, vaiued 2t about *5,000,

peras: @vaileble as & c¢redit assel; is not known i< have uny wenkire coaneetions
or {0 nrossess outside means of & tangible nabure; wonears Pavorcbly reoerded in
all verscral resvects; cousidered of sverage ability; no rrevious firs loss of
racord.

>~
1<

The Mun report of Lyman Trilling <« C0., wholesale seed buisiness,
1004 we CSalif. Jve., Chien;w., Ill., reflceete thad Fymen Trilling is the nropristor

t erevf, that he is gbecul 62 fears of wge, a widowsr of iussign aesscent tut nui-
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uralized, that for scme tire he was associated with Louis Livingstore at 95 &,
Cersl St., Chicago, Ill., that in 1903 the buciness was rioved to 1€25 S. Cenal
St., snd to the present sddress in November, 1926. Hyman'‘Trilling is assisted
in the business by & son.

A finsnciel statement of H. Trilling & Co. as of January, 1931 reflects

assets of §53,855, liebilities §9,1C5, net worth, §44,749. Real estate at
1004 s, Celifomia Ave., Chicago, Ill. valued at £22,0C0, mortseged for §4,500
and 1822 S, Clifton Perk Ave., Chicage, Ill., valued at $13,500, mortgeged for
$4,00Q, are held in the naze of H.-Trilling, sccording to a finsnciel statement
signed by He Trilling. The business of H, Trilling & Co. is given close atten-
tion and said to be in failr volume. ¥Nr. Trilling is perscually well regerded
and said to have & good imowledge of the wholesale geed btusiness, sccording to
the investigetlon of R. Ge Dun & Co. The business occuples a two stary brick
building.

RCFERR%D UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE (F ORIGIN.




TFB:CGM

L2-2500Y—)@  vesemver 4y mxg

mrwa ﬁmﬂa&%ﬁ

908 3mmmmm, -
: 5

‘&a@r 8ipe | | : : N /

Kanpas City, Bloeourl,

I am inforsed Yy the M@ of the Lesv

mmm ﬁw& amg: Della am, " 7 of

and m interets

, e if
\sm os e mw sfiurdaring
Hipe Jopss 1o sald o , e

absit fl200.00, and with emmmmwm
wasitenp in Xenoas City, placisg asa_ #he pavket o molleine
or tonie for canmry bivds, this sedietns or mﬁa being
mm that hoo maxmvmmmwsaw Etrond,

| | ; vamorth Penitentissy
M&&WM%MW@@W@W’@WM} wio ilves in

desive to mﬁm 8 &&ma W w’& a&i’ thip bird medicd
the securing of e bit of publieitys It io m@m& %M%

wwwmmmﬁsmwmmwmmm,mm

still ldving.

Wa'mm

Knnsng tmg, emi mem &mw &s aﬂ' 8 amwm ekmw,

I% 12 desived that o confidentisl inveotigation be -

nade Por the purpope of sesurisy ey availsble iaforsation
conpoeraing the reputatics and setivities of Della Jonep.
Inforsation should else be sosered concosniug her mim
Waws A carbon comy of this letier is being formarder
molanatd offiso in ovder thst @g‘%‘iﬁ% uiries
W b@ w&a 8t awwﬂm irad ¢

£~
I 3
1%9*
> fow
i
§£ -
iy R
!
Foooewm i
wg“"(:,@‘i
o
{
i



| | ¢ .
»

December 4, 1931,

MI’- Tt Be Whi‘be,

- Rardeu,
sk United States Penitentlary,
Leavenworth, Kansasg.

YRV | ‘Wﬁ

Tear Toms

I am in receipt of yopr detber of Decemver
2y 1931, relative to Misc Della Jonas and her
asgoclation with Prisoner Robert“Stroud, who 1s in
izolation in the Leavenworth Penitentiary.

I have instructed the Kansas City office of
the Bureau to make immediate inquiriez concerning ihe
reputation and activities of Mics Jones, and am also
having inquiries made at Shelbyville, Indiana. Yhen
information concerning her is received, I shall be very
gla’d to promptly forward li to you.

¥ith best personal regards, I am

Very truly yours,

Dirsctor.
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Ir20 Jomes, e son, is a member of the ,
State folice Legarswwmt. Delle Jones R
nes for yesrs ruised cud sold canury !
birds. The beceme accuainted vith Nobers
ttroud through this businessz; sie irnlieriied
uorey throusu her fatherts estote and left
wielbyville wbout one yezr ago to follow
tie bird busiress, undistucbed. Uhe is
still nmarried to Lee Tones sltbhough tuere
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She rept this box unbil 12/11/80, Duringe this perisd, she received zcil
frer onsze City. At Shelbrvillo, ske vas intevested in the reigins ond
sile of eanary birds in o smsll waye. He hesrd thoet scueones had opened
tie windows of her home and periitted the birds to escsge, on ona occea-
sion. iIre Young did not kuow snything detrizental %o the mordl charober
of lrss Jones.

Cloude Cherry, County Clerl, saild that ¥red Jones of the
State Iolice, is e son of Dclle Joness Thers has been womeshie trouble in
the fomily bub there Lng not been cny divores suit filed Jdurin: the pest
tvo yeors. Ho kpew nothiny: scoinet the worel chsvacker of ITse Jones.

Tronsfer Deok 516, puse 569, Shelby County, shows that
Lee Jomes vnd Dells Jones hold title to est half, lot +1Z; Frenklin
adoition, cidy of Shelbyville. Thig ic the locotion of 34 i. Franklin
“treet, The land is assessed at L840 and the improverent nt 22200.,Q0
on 11/25/89, e mortguge of L1B00,00 ploced on the property in 1928, wos
relcased so thot the title is free of incumbrencese

John B. Thompson, Chief of Folice, scid that he knew
the Jones fomily from nssociction with them for the last 20 vesrs, o
eflection had been cast on the morsl choracter of MNrse Lella Jones,. Jao

ot
is & middleowcged woman, hesvy build snd not attractives Tor yeurs, che

¢nd her husbund vworked side by side in the houline business, lirs. Jones
being able to hormess o teum of horses with as much skill as her husband,
Thay were frugul, mode ced 2oved =some monsy,. Thero ore w0 sons, ¥Wred, a
SHote roliee officer and Cliffeord, a factory worker, FEoth of them osve
Larricd and eitizens of Shelbyvwille, bearine el wvapubtaticas. Uhelr
mother, Delle Jonse, hus been somewhst peculicr, beine interosted in bircs;
cbout one year 7o, she suddenly cisoppenrved ond for o tine 1t woy Tumord
thot gls hed xun ofT #ith Mertdin Hrgeh, 851 L, Lroauwey, enothor bivd
reigers Howover, Wircch has been back in Shelbyville for comstine cme
nothing definite hes ever come of the rumor. The gossip stacted beecu=e
FKirsch left town sbout the tims she disappesreds Lrs, Jones reeelved some
money from on estete which she is supyosed to bave used in her business.
The Jonast, a Tew yeasrsc tgo, tousht the old Cherles Teryy place, u tine
old bome on lie Zeonklin Strect, vhore Les Jones row lives. Chiet Thernoor
gteted thet so Per &s Thelb ville, Indlaps wes conesrned, Welle JTiarg hed
S 2000 mopul chepeddor althoust believald $¢ te o paeullar Jeradne

s

%, shier, Tormeorts netiensl Panlz, roid
th2% botk Tee Jonse snd his vife,; Tielle Jones, lew baen custouners of §
banizte Their regutetions vere goode !roe Jones left toun sbout one gysar
“er?r fnt vent b0 (Inoun Cifty.e Sbhe vas dpierested in the bird btasiuess,
e seered to Te pecullor opd porhops unbulonced mentzlly or else geopls
dio not undorstend her, Ohe had 5 gavincs weeouprt oo follows: -




-
—-— 3 -
5743
opered 11/9/29 - deg. LE00.00
4/25/30 - depe 1149,09
6/13/20 «~ depa 222400

lezx. balance 9/1/20 « - - .[1458.44
Closed out 12/4/%0 by withdrawing :1273.,44, the balsnce on thst date.

In view of the official position of the soa, sTed Jones
and the favorszble stending of the fumily in the comunity, it was thought
best to spproschk Ir, Jones directly, to obtein suthentic informations

Fred Jores, lieutenent of Indiana State folice, stated -
thet his mother Lellz Jones, haes been for meny yesrs a fenetic on the
subject of cancry birds. fhere havebeen differences betvween his parents
over tiils cubjeet but he had slways endeevored to keep the feamily together
end hoyes at this time that she will return to Shelbyville feo join the
Lamily cirele, He kesrd from her by mail, rceeiving recently n Christmes
card, ihen she runs out of money, he expects that she will come home.

His fether and mother worked herd for many yeers in Shelbyville and made
SOLES MONey «

About & yesr or more agp, she received nearly £2000,CO
from the estate of her father, Deniel Garner, of Rush County, Indiana.
ifter recelving this money, she determined to get away from Shelbyville
where she could do as she pleased sbout the canary bird business. For
SOme yesrs previously ske had been in contecet with the mother of Robert
Stroud, Konses Citr, in connection with & remedy for birds developed by
wtroud in the Leavenworth Penitentisry and sold by stroudts mother.
Orizivelly the contact wes mnde through & bird msgszine in thich Stroud
advertisets Later, letters passed bacxz cnd forth from Hansss City and
finelly she determined to go there, despite mll opposition presented by
the family., Mr, Jones said he had in mind teking the metter up with tke
gsovernrent as he could not understand how Stroud could originate or con-
duct such business. He blames the Strcuds for inducing his wother to leave
&né bresk up the home. %here has been no divorce proceecing sterted =nd,
none 1s contempleted. He steted that his mother has no social connections
with anyore, the reason for her dersriture irom home belnz solely on accound
of her fepaticel attachment for the birds. 3Ihe is now 47 yeurs old;
possesses soume business ebility and mey make & suecess of her venture.s
Xr., Jones ceys he feels Xeenly the cisruption of the family end will be glad
and villing to co-operste in sugplying =ny further informsation that n=y be
gesired by the government. He added that his mother hed a f2ll some yeurs
ago vhich mey have caused her rather reculiar stute of mind as evidenced by
ber wousuyd zetions, btubt of course, this ic purely a suspiciorn on his port.

- RaFukih Us{T CEELLTICY T0 CFEIC. OF OLIGIN -
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BFF1CG4 January 6, 1252,
62+25324-11

dre Te D ?-'hit.e,

Viarden,

United Statss Penitentlary,
Leavenworth, Xanaas,

Dear Mr, Whites

Farther vreference is nmade to your latter of
Decamoar 4, 1932, relative to one Della Jones ani her
agsociations with prisoner Robert Stroud, who is in
isolation in the Leavenworth Penitentiary.

Racent information ap a result of an investiga-
tion conducted at Shalbyville, Indisna, ghows that Dslla Jones
is ths wif'e of Lee Jones, who resides at 34 East Franklin
Street, Shelbyville, Indiana. She is the mother of two sons,
Frei, an Indisna State Pollce Officer, and Clifford, a
factory worker, bath of whom sra msrried and elitizans of
Chelbyville, bearing good reputations, as do Della Jonea and
her hchands The Jones family has resided at Shelbyville,
Indiana, for the. past twenly years. For years Dslla Jones
and her husband worked together in the hauling businsss.

dawever, Della Jonase of late has evidenced soms
poeuliarvity, attributed by members of hev famlly and citlzen
of the community to her interest iu bivdss The farther ine
Dormation 18 to ohe effscbt thal 500UL one year agd sSie
saitenly disappeare’ from hen noae at Shelbyville, =zfter
having received approximsiely 22,300,303 from the astate of
her father, Danlel Garnor of Rusia County, Indiana. After
receiving this money, according to ker son, Fred Jones,
sng detarmined to gei away from Shelbyville where she could
do 23 she pleased apbou’ tite canary bled bacluess. Her
reason {ar leaving is madd to Ahsve heeo 8 a resuli of
differsnces with ter husband because of her fanatical idens
regarding canary oirds.




«2-

Hr. T« By White 1/6/32¢

Fred Jdones, her son, stated that he blames the
Strouds for indueing hie mother to leave Shelbyville sa3
braaking up her home, He siste? thai his mother has no
social connectlons with any one; and the reason for her
depsrture from home is based solely upon her fanatical
attachment for the birds, MNr, Jones iz of ihs opinion that
his mother will return %o her home when ghe finds herself in
need of finencizl agsistancaes

The foregoing infarmation, as stated, was procured
through investigation at Shelbyville, Indiana, and any further
information that may be recelved concerning Della Jones and
Ler activities I shall be very glad to forward to yous

¥ith best personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Dirsctor. ‘
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December 29, 1931.
JAN - 21932 i3

Director,
Bureau of Investigation, ‘1[
Department of Justice, 5«00
Washington, D.C. .

' LA

Dear Sir:

With reference to Bureeu letter
of December 4, concerning Miss Della“d ones, who is interest-
ing he;cself to a considerable extent in the case of one
ROBER’L’/,STROUD, a prisoner in the Leavenworth Penitentiary,

I beg to inform you that in view of the recent break at the
Leavenworth Penitentiary, and the resultant investigation
relative thereto, it has not been practicable to complete
an investigation in this case, i.e., Re: Miss Della Jones,
Miscellaneous Matter, K.C.File #62-623. The case, however,
will receive attention within the next few days.

Very truly yours,

qr H.

R. G. HLRVEY, Acting
Special sgent in Charge.
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Buvesy of Infestigation L

905 Federal Reserve Bank Building
Kansas City, Missouri
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Januery 2, 1932 *:QQ_"Z—a
A ?
JAN - 51932 fil
Director 4,
Bureair of Investigation (00
Department of Justice " >
Washington, De Ce 6
o
Dear Sir: RE: DELLA JONES

(Miscellaneous Information Concerning)
K.C. 62-623

This office is in receipt of the report of Special Agent
&+ Do Mehegean, December 29; 1931, Cincinnati, inh the above entitled
cases

Inasmuch as this investigation was predicated upon the
request of Warden T. B, White to the Bureau, I am not furnishing
the substance of the information contained in Agent Mehegan's report
to Warden White since no doubt the Bureau will desire to transmit
this information under personal and confidential covers, If the Bureau
desires that I furnish Warden White with the substance of the informa~
tion obtained in the Cincinnati investigation and further information
that will be obtained in the Kansas €ity investigation, I will be glad
to do this upon requeste

Yery truly yours,

f. CAFFREY, Adting

Spgtial Agent in Charge.
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62-25004=23 - . S

Bureau of Investigation, -
905 Federal Reserve Bank Bldg»,
Kansas City, maaamo

Dear Sirg ' o B
o "

" Reference i8 made %0 the l&tﬁer of Aettng
Special Agent im Charge R, J. Ceffrey dated January
2, 1932 concerning the case entitled DELLA JOBES,
(Bizcellansous Information Concerning) your file #62=
623, ip which request is made reldtive to the advisa~
bility of fwrnishing Werden White of the Leavenworth
Penitentiary with the substance of ini‘am&tiaa obtatned

. in the investigation of this mt.t;ar.,

. Please be advised that m;a mamen m.t. :
be transmltted to Warden White through the Bureau, and
it is auggeat;ed that your office f'umish the Bureau with

copies of reporte covering yow: invega%igation at Kangas
City as scon as practicable. g _

e ——Neory- tmlyd yom!a,,

' Diraﬁ.mi?q

e
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Q&i\) Hrs T. Be Wflit@; ' ¢ I
o Warden, i
Sniﬁed Btates Peni‘bentiary, _ !
Leavenworth, Kansag, . -}

Dear Toms

With mmr refarence to ;mur anuw concerning one
DELLA JOHES, who has been in gontaet with Robert Stroud, e
i prisoner in isolation in the Leavenworth Pealtentiary, I am
X engloging, for your information, copy uf a repord submitied
i by Special Agent Ls J. Orout, deted st 'Renses City, Misgouri,
Janusry 23, 1932. I em forwerding m ‘repert in view of the
 detailed information set out thorein caaaaming the interview
with Mre, B. J. Stroud, the mother of the prisoners

) Bhould you desire any further thformation ‘concerning
this subject, I shall be very glad %o bava such furthar in-
quiry made ag you may suggest,

With best pﬁreonal wighes, I am
slnemly ycmra,

T — T T T
Direstor,

mcl-.; #7%378

-
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Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KANSAS COITY Kg } FILE NO, 62-£623 ,
REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: i FERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY:
KANSAS CITY 1=23-32 1-16-32 L. J. Grout CH
— 5 — ! ~ . iy i . -
TITLE: CHARACTER OF CASE:;
DELIA JONE3 INFORMATION CONCERNING
SFNOPSISaE P REES: Mrs. T. J. Stroud advised that Della Jones begen

corresponding with Robert'Stroud some two years

ago and dwring the sumer of 1930 Stroud advised

his mother that swb ject was coming to Kansas City

to live. Della Jones esteblished =2 residence in
Kansas City and at Robert Stroudts requesti shs has
been handling all correspondence concerning canary
birds znd bird medicines produced by Stroud. Sub-

jeet visits Robert Stroud about every month and has
announced that she is the iunstigator of the circulation
of setitions for Stroud?’s release from the penitentiary
and intends to marry him upon his release.

Ce
BREFERENCE: Bureau letter dated December 4, 1931.

DETATLS: At Kansas Clty, Mo.

Mrs. E. J.,Stroud, 1353 East 10th St., advised that she is the
mother of Robert Stroud who is now confined in the United States
Lenitentiary at Leavenworth, Kan.; that subject and Rotert Stroud
hezan corresponding as a result of their interest in cansry birds
and through advertisements placed in megazines by both; that
apparently Mr. Stroud began corresponding with Della Jones apgprox-
imately two years ago. During the summer of 1332 Robert Strout
advised his mother that Mrs. Jones intended to move to Kansas City,
Mo Shortly prior to December 8, 1930, Mrs. Stroud received a
letter £ rom Mrs. Jones wherein subject stated that she was con-
templating moving to Kansas Clty, Mo., =2nd discussed generally in
Luatnd DESTRUX st
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the letter the canary bird business and mede mention of her
interest in Robert Stroud. Mrs. Stroud advised that she replied
to sub ject's letter and told her that economic conditions in
Kansas City were very bad end Suggested that Mrs. Jones stay where
she is known. ,

On December 8, 1930, subject appeared at the premises of Mrs.
Stroud and as a matter of courtesy was invited inside. Mrs.

Jones had brought along all of her baggage and without invitation
began residing with Mrs. Stroud. When subject made no indications
that she intended to leave, Mrs. Stroud advised her that she was ex-~
pecting company at Christmas time and suggested that Mrs. Jones
find quarters elsewhere. Mrs. Stroud introduced subject to the
landlady and Mrs. Jones secured quarters directly below those of
Mrs. Stroud, which sireet address is 1345 East 10th St. During
the short stay of subjeet with Mrs. Stroud she reported that she
had same independent means of her own, had been divorced from her
husband for several years and related her family history in accord
with the information furnished in the report of Special Agent

A. D. Mehegan, Cincinnati, 12-29-3l.

From the time Mrs. Jones arrived in Kansas City, Mo., she manifested
a great interest in Robert Stroud and made every effort to get to
see him at the TUnited States Penitentiary, but permission was denied
until a later date. Immediately upon subject's arrival in Kansas
City, Mo., Robert Stroud instrueted his mother to turn over to sub-
jeet his formula for Effervescent Bird Tonic and Avian Antiseptie,
two remedies produced by Robert Stroud for the care of birds, which
have not been patented. Mrs. Stroud advised that she objected to
this at first but inasmich as Robert Stroud is a grown man, 42 years
of age, she did as requested and all of the business carried on by
Robert Stroud with respect to the canary birds and the remedies for
birds is handled by Della Jones. Mrs. Stroud does not know to what
extent the business has flourished under Mrs. Jones but thinks that
she has had no greater success than was had by her, Mrs. Stroud.

According to Mrs. Stroud, the breeding of the birds is carried on by
Robert Stroud in the penitentiary and they are then shipped by ex-~
press to Della Jones, who cares for them and arranges for their sale.
Mrs. Stroud thinks that subject has no knowledge of canary birds
whatsoever and does not train them nor does she keep them in a

healthy state.
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During April or May, so far as Mrs. Stroud remembers, sub ject

was permitted to see Robert Stroud at the United States Peni-
tentiary and has been a regular visitor monthly and corresponds
with him regularly. Mrs. Stroud does not know what transpired
during the period from June 1 to September 14, 1931, inasmuch as
she was in Seattle, Wash., and vicinity during that period.
During the fall of 1931 subject directed Mr. A. B. McDonald, a
reporter for the Kansas City Star, to Mrs. Stroud who talked with
her concerning Robert Stroud and who wrote a long article con-
cerning him in the Sunday issue of that newspaper. Mrs. Stroud
advised that in that article she was misquoted; that she does
not desire publicity nor does she seek sympathy for her son. Mrs.
Stroud thinks that Robert Stroud should be punished for the
offenses he has commitbted and has initiated no move whatsoever

in an effort to secure his release, neither did she deplore the
fact that the prison authorities had endeavored to curtail the
operation of the breeding of canary birds in the United States
Penitentiary by Robert Stroud.

Mrs., Stroud advised that Robert Stroud has never contributed to
her support since he has been confined in the United States
Penitentiary and, to the contrary, she has in the past sent him
money from her own earnings. Prior to subject's entry into the
life of Robert Stroud whatever outside operations concerning the
canary birds were carried on were done by her and all proceeds
thereof were furnished to the prison authorities to be given to
Robert Stroud. She does not know the existing arrangements be-
tween Robert Stroud and Della Jones for the division of profits.
Mrs. Stroud does not believe the proceeds would amount to very
much and it is her opinion without direct knowledge that Della
Jones now has on hand approximately 50 birds, although Mrs. Stroud
does not visit with suwject and has told her to confine her acti-
vities to her own premises and not bother her.

At the time the Kansas City Star reporter, A. B. McDonald, was
directed to Mrs. Stroud by subject, Mrs. Jones suggested to the
reporter that she desired that an article be published relating
e romance between her and Robert Stroud. Mrs. Stroud reported
thédt sometime ago a newspaper man whose name she could not
furnish came to see Mrs. Stroud and had with him at that time a
petition which apparently this newspaper man was circulating in
an effort to secure Robert Stroud's release. This newspaper man
$0ld Mrs. Stroud that he had heard subject say that she was the
instigator of the circulation of the petition and that she in-
tended to marry Robert Stroud when he was released. The news-
paper man desired to verify this through Mrs, Stroud. This man
expressed a suggestion to Mrs. Stroud that he did not trust
Della Jones and warned Mrs. Stroud not to place too much trust
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in her. According to Mrs. Stroud, Robert now in answer to

all inquiries from outside sources concerning his bird remedies
replies to the commnications that subject is his best friend
and suggests that people who are desirous of obtaining any in-
formmtion concerning him or his bird remedies, should obtain
the same through subject. Mrs. Stroud receives no money from
sub ject and cannot state whether Robert Stroud receives any
money but she has been told by him that he does.

Some time ago Mrs. Mary Muzzalli, 3541 Olive St., called to see
Mrs. Stroud more or less as one of those individuals who is curious
and desired information concerning Robert Stroud. After talking
to this lady a short while, who appeared to Mrs. Stroud to be an
influential person, Mrs. Stroud directed her to Mrs. Jones. In
subsequent conversations with Mrs. Muzzalli, this lady appears to
draw the conclusion that subject is manifesting too great an in-
terest in Robert Stroud’s welfare to the opposition of Robvert
Stroud's relatives. At this point Mrs. Stroud advised that if
subject in the future should not be permitted to see Robert Stroud
both would immediately suspect that she was the cause thereof and
agent drew as a matter of inference from Mrs. Stroud that she de-
sired that Mrs. Mary Muzzalli not be interviewed.

Informant is of the opinion that sub ject is interested in Robert
Stroud only as a matter of romance and thinks that she is ignorent
and knows nothing of the care of birds. Mrs. Stroud has not
visited Robert Stroud at the United States Penitentiary since
October, 1931, so far as she recalls and hears from him only
occasionally, whereas she used to visit him at least every month
and heard from him very often prior to subject's injecting her-
self into Robert Stroud's life. Mrs. Stroud gives one the im-
pression of being very fair in this matiter although she does not
relish the interest that subject is manifesting in the welfare of

her son.

She described subject as follows:

Age 46
Height 5¢
Weight 185
Hair Black
Complexion Dark
Eyes Brown
Marital status Married but not living
with husband
Residence 1345 East 10th St., X.C., Mo.
-4 -




Mrs. Stroud has observed that subject lives entirely to her-
self and keeps an untidy house. She knows nothing reflecting
against the character of subject and has not observed that she
has had any men friends visiting her. Agent gathered that sub-
jeet is more of a recluse than an active person.

In view of the information herein set forth, Mrs. Mary Muzzalli,
3541 Qlive St., Kansas City, Mo., will not be inbterviewed unless
requested to do so by the Bureau.

Speclal Agent J. R. Cannon was present at the interview above
mentioned with Mrs. Stroud.

CLOSED
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lr XHelm, of theXXansas City Star, wented to obtain a
photograph of ‘Yone Robert&Stroud who had been released from
Leavenworth. I referred him to Ir. Gates, who, in turn, referred
him bzck to me with the statement that he saw no reason why we
should not furnish it. I then ascertained that we had no photograph

and so advised r. Helm.
Respectfully,

/27

¥, ™ Hughes.
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|| Paroled

;‘.'Robert Stroud, a Prisoner at

e

1 17». i %&, - ) E
QLESLEE{’C'EIS

| ‘Want Killer

U

T oot e s g

;'KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Bird fan-;
po- clers thruout the U. . today
cireulated a petition -asking a parale
éfol.‘ Robert £ troud, who has been
i

doing some mightlx fine things in'
canary "ra’lsm’g"‘"la ely:. |
! z Ust now Stroud is in solitary con.
jJfinement in Leave woi-ﬂ%' Fedg%i
 PLISOT"and has bean Tor ~the last
i?lwa

. Under a s ecial JLuling Stroud"i
Il was allowed f
l)egaix;.r sel%ng& 0 " ]
country, ird fahciers liked them
at they oth es!

S0 much that they g atted the move. |
ment=for his, paroie: s

bhe  co-operation. of the .convicted
$layer’s. mother, Mrs. Elizabeth,

Jing.
:Mrs Eroud ¢4y
o &n
Neill Island Pedersl prison when he

1was 18 for murdering his rival for]
i the love of g Juneau dance hall girl.}

He was transferred to Leavenworth!
S s R *w
aftWélenm’ﬁe. ¥

- He yvas a model there until hegl
'stabbed . 3.0 wha,

bieaking a minor prison ‘J;yle: A
series of trials was -climaxed”by thej

death. sentence and the. final “¢om-| 5
‘mutation by President Wilson:* il
i

-opposed his parole, Stroud had her}
‘name removed from the prison ree~
tords as his “best friend” and substi-:
‘tuted the naime of Mys, Della Maj
A'J"c

sdhtence iwhich stipulated “solitary

_egg_ﬁ‘nement untél‘ ha»ngei{’ :

Leavenworth, Has_Hag Qut:

"stn‘din CeSS. i ising

Canane:s While Incarcerated |
By United Press

years,

" SPECIAL RULING

O ralse”canaries. He
them thruout the:

e, o
In this the bird fanciers will lack

troud, who onée brevailed upon't
resident Wilson to «commute her
on’s sentence from death by hang-j
“He is ‘bgf'#,?}'. ,off_'where he’ 'is,"fi»

ow 44, was sent o Me-

" STABBED GUARD

: :aught himif

When informed that his mother]

e
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LEAVENUORTH-~ROBERT F, STROUD, WHO HAS BEEN IN SOLITARY CONFIiE-

{E4T IN THE FEDERAL PRISON WERE 18 YEARS, TENDED HIS CANARIES TOLAY AfiD

IIOFED (IS INTERVIEY UITH ATTORNEY GENERAL CURMINGS HIGHT GET HIi A BREAX
CUHINGS, SANFORD BATES, AND OTHER OFFIGIALS INSPECTED THE PRISO:

LATE YESTERDAY, AS CUMMINGS UALXED THROUGH THE SOLITARY SECTION STROUD f

{SHED MIM TO STOP AND TALK UITH HIM, STROUD IS XNOWN AS THE "BIRD HAu®

B i7cS UAS FAMILIAR WITH HIS GASE,

CELL DOOR WAS OPENED AND CUMMINGS UALKED INSIDE TO COWVERSE IN

A

OW TOME WITH STROUD, AS HE LEFT STROUD CALLED OUT; _
®1F I HAVE TO STAY HERE I WISH I GOULD HAVE MORE LIGHT,"

I'LY INVESIGATE IT," CUMHINGS GALLED BACH. ) ‘

' | "7/25 0i1259P,
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Federal Buvean of Inuestigation
United States Bepartment of Justice

ka4 ' Kensas City, Missouri

- Februery 23, 1943 |»

. Director, FBI

, Dear Sir: i WS L
T & .
I am tren) ttingTherewith a photosta.t‘ ¢ copy of an
article entitled AThres 0'Clock in the Morning®™ which was
found in the celY Yf ROBERASTROUD, en inmate of the United 4
'Z/' States Penitentiary, leavenworth, Kansas, and who was in
i solitary confinement there for s number of yearss STROUD
was transferred from Leavenworth to Alecatraz on or about
December 16, 1942, N

It will be noted that the article purports to contain
observations of STROUD of the hanging of SUBAY and APPLEGATE,
STROUD'S cell was so located that he probably could observe
the scene of the execution, which was witnessed by mes The
only other Bureau representative who witnessed the execution
was former Special Agent L. Be REEDe

v This article, to my lmowledge, hat not begn publisheds

i S {)') DWIGHT SRANTLEY,
ES }}ﬁﬁj@% (X‘ Special Agent in Chargee
T ALY g
) DB:B &
&10.

i e
}} ,} { 32585 L ,;»,,‘..f%? gfﬁﬁf"/ “""/ @

!
i

]

COPIES DESTROYE%&‘
11l JuL 29 I&Q_‘ii"

CER 26 1943
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&iding high in the weatern heavenea brilliantly attended by the
‘beautiful planet. Venuq,hanging9 like & crystal globe, about five
degreea below his southern per1meter, ‘a.bright Angubt:mecn:cast
L © . an eery. light o'er, the: large;prisonﬂewrapped in slumber, The only
3~K%-‘;7.. sounds were the: ceaseless throbbing of .the engines in the prison
y. . . power 'plant, ‘the muffled tread of a guard, the distant closing of
@ door.In a drab, high-walled, but now beautifully moon-lit, court-
| i .. . yard,behind one of the more remote of the priscn buildingsbetween
S Eh S fifty and a hundred silent, darkagarbed men,milled nervod%ly or
. -gathered in small wbispering groupse-their faces strangely white
1n the moonllghto !

None af those feces were turned tcward the beautiful pageamnt march-
-ing ‘so m@deatically across the summer-night!s sky. Those eyes that
'were not\fisémg upon a ¢rude, yet elaborate, electrically-lighted,

"~ wooden structure at thé 1ower end |of the yard turned uneasily toward
‘a: heavily-barred door at ite uppex’end through which shone a shaft
of yellow light-=and a strange commentarv on human nature is the
‘fact the no one st®od in that shaft of light. Those crossing it
‘ducked or turned their heads to keep it from shining in their faces,
@8 if ashamed to have their)feathurcs ocbserved. Maybe they were
ashamed; they were there to see men die.

Here and there a match flamed up and was as quickly extinguished,
as someone lit a cigarette. A tall man in a Blue serge suit, light
soft Bhirt, and the only straw hat in sight--probably a reporter--
with a sheaf of papers in his left hand, moved briskly from group
to group, whispering a few words here, a few words there, stopping
now and then to place his papers agalnst the rough brick wall

and mcribhle a brief note. !

& key clicked; the heavy iron door swung outwzrd. ¥rom the Spectators

came the aound of scurrying feet, the hiss of sharply in=drawn
breat @8 all eyes now turned toward that aperture. And threw it
s@epp three men, abreast.

| wharm
The central figure of this group, the one upon whtch all eyes were

" g, was & tall, erect, dprk-haired youth in prison garb.
His hands were strapped to his walst with a wide, heavy leather
belt, attached to which,and passing over his rather thin shoulders,

like-gallowses, were wide black straps, heavy enough to make a
harness for a bull elephant° Gbserved at a distance of three feet,
as he turned in  the strong light streaming through the dooﬁm%ho
shaddow of fear could be seen in his deep brown eves; the rather
nice features of his boyish face were in complete repose. This was
in mgrked contrast to the stlgnyed anxicus, and drawn faces of

the two guards flamking him on either side--each with an arm llnked
through his, as if to give him support He was too tall and too -
erect, howevers to give any impression of needing aid. Walking,

as naturally as the réstraints placed upon him would permit, loJking
neither to the right nor the left saying nothing, he made his way
to the foot of the gallows. A

‘ ( Y/
s first group was followed by several 1nd1v1daals then by an- gf
other group of three. , /§J/4
: S/
/]
" The central figure of this second group was a small, m1dﬂle-agei,/£$7/§i_
man with heavy iron-gray hair. The enormous harness, flap- Y :; ;
N

pxng.loosely over his narrow shoulders, gave a (Zroesgue, almost B '




elfin appearance, as he étopped far a moment,: ewept his. eyes over
the scene before him and,screwing his face into a derisive grina
remarked: "Nice! They hgve it all lighted up for us.% :

In.their nervous haste the two guardsalmost drug him off his feeta>
but he was still grinning as he approached the scaffold,; ‘

At the foot of the scaffold, where the thirteen steps leading to

the gallows platform,stood as mate evidence of the faet that fiveA
hundred years of scientific ¥ cement have . been: insufficient. to
divorce us from medieval suf’ ese ups merged with a small
cluster of officials. After a few ‘moments of what seemed to- be a ExL 3 &
whispered confergnce, they made theer way up the steps in aubetant=4gww‘“
ially the same order in which they had emerged from the dopr at =

the other end of the yard. Then fmIIOWed a few minutea of feverishly
nervous, bungling activity, ( ,

The two central figures were stodd on the trap. Handq,w1th flngers R
which seemed to be gll humbg,fussed fidgeted,and fumbled,as heavy )
straps were-buckled afound the legs of the victims; white cloths

bound around their heads, covering their eyes; long black hoods,

reaching to their waists, pulled dowm over their heads and shoulders;

the heavy nooses adjusted around thelr necks.

As these operations were taking place the witnesses had surged
silently forward--each eager to see the minut Adetails. At this
stage, however, one man in the uniform of a prison guard had seen
enough. He broke away from the crowd at the foot of the gallows,
ran to the far end of the yard, where he bent over and vomited like
5 a2 landlubber on his first sea voyage° The face of the gray-haired
i man was sStill uncovered. It again crinkled int¢ a derisive grin.
? ‘he lips moved; but I was unable to learn what lie had said as a
final jest tOWardﬁa life, the grimness of which he had always light-
eded by a wit and humor,which even the scaffold could not dampen,

Let us turn bsck the hands of the clock. On a bright June afternoon
(if I remember correctly there wasﬂseve,,rain in the evening) in
1937, two men entered the Topeka, Kansas, Post Office. One was a
tall dark-hairfyouth, Robert Smhay, the other wee a small gray-
haired man, Glen Applegate. The latter approached the General
Delivery windoe. There was & sharp cry of "Hands up!" ---immediat-
ely followed by a blast of gun-fire from a half dozen pistols
and revolvers, ¥ithin second‘the two men were out of the post

of fice and speeding away in a motorcar° And a young D.J.==="G Man"
to you=-by the name of Baker was left lying mortally wounded on s
the lobby floor--three bullets u;ﬁis back.

Time: a week or two later. Scene: the prison hospital at Leavenworth.

A prisoner in the custody of a guard had entered the hrg 1tal and

was addresb by another free man in uniform,who evident fp “Nim slightly.

(As this was the period of the year when no coats were worm. and at

a time when changes were being made in the official uniforms’ it
\;\*1mposs'ggg_ig*ggz;whether this sec>nd man belonged to the guard

UH‘;¢~ force or the medical ferce of the institution )

I!Y
th

'u_are from Isolaticn, en't ou’ the man in uniform said as
lsoner gzave ﬁlm a s%ight ngd of recognition. *
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"Have they got Sghay over there?™.

"Yes,®

"Yes, he has been there several déyso"

"How is he getting along? You kno% he was shot. 7/e had to dig a
whole wristwatch out of his arm.®

"He seems to be making itvo.ko, I guess. He'g not doing any whining
or squawking; but he has plenty to think about. They are in a bad
way. They'll hang them both, sure as Christ."

"Nol" replied the officer. "They w111 get a lot of time for thosq
bank jobs; but I do not think that they will even ¥y t6 try them
for the shooting., I don't see howithey can.”

"How do you get that way? These gﬁys haven't got a Chinaman's chance
to beat the rope. Yhey are probably lucky, though, at that.® There
was a touch of bitterness in the prisoners voice.

"You are wrong. He was killed witﬁ three slugs in the back from

a forty-five automatic. Neither of these voys had forty-fives. They
were using thirty-eights. He was sent out from Washington to make
the pinch, his firet assignment, over the heads of the old'men

in e local office. Suchnthinge create jealousy. I do not™think
they will want to try these boys,"

"Say; listen," said the prisoner,éearnestly, "you haint trying to
con me?" i

"No, it s on the level.,"

A
Lggd
3
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“Sounds like some prison bull going the rounds." And after a pause
he added,"You are sure of this?"

Certaigly I'm sure."

"You mean, you know?" '

"Yes, 1 know. "

“?hahks," said the prisoner. "They will want to know.®

Time. 10th of August, 1938, about | 7 P.m. Scene: Isolation bu11d1n0
at Leavenworth:; Souey and Applegate are talking from seppgarate
cells. They have to talk loud to hea& each other. They are
comparing notes for the first tlme since their arrest; they have
‘but thlrty hours to live; they know that nothing they might say
]__gitree=HEeIp or hurt them. 'hey had been kldxlnc each
I the hanging for some llttle time when Appleoate, drop-
ping a more serious tone into his| voice, said:
:

"I knew from the start we were all washefup. I am not going to do
gny whining about it; but, somehow I can't bring myself to feel
that I rate this." ! ‘

f“Neither can I,"™ replied Suhay. "Hell of a lot of good that is
:g01ng to do either of us, though°;




~—""and furnishing the dream homes, they wouldrIikegto build/if’%hé&u

Returning to the bantering tone, "Why, of course you rate it," &
said Apvlegate. "You young squirts running around the country {
shooting policemen--they should hang you. Now, me--I am a respect- ?
able old man wio never shot anyone."

"To nell you didn't. You shot Baker. I never even saw him. I didn't
even know anyone was shot until we were out on the curb, getting
into the car. The first shots I heard came from that fellow---
(the expression by which Sobay designated the position of the man
who had fired the shots did not mean anything to his hearers). I
fired two shots at him--over his head, but close--and he ducked.
ihen I turned and fired two shots at the guy in the cage. The first
was dver his head, but the second time I shot right at him., I tried
to kXill him, and I don't see how I missed. The bullet} struck the
glass right in front of him.® '

"You can't tell where they will éo when they hit that heavy glass. v
But on the level," and again he ﬁas speaking is a softer, more 4
serious tone of voice, "is what you've just been saying the McCoy?"

"Certainly," replied Suhdy. "I neier saw the man. 1 didn't know»any-
sody was hit until we were getting into the car."

"Jell, by God, I can't figure-th@t out. ‘When the shooting startee,
I spun around and fired twice. Fe was already shot. He was down on
his knees facing me and saying, 'I'm=shot.' Naturally, I thought
you had shot him--he was down before I'd fired at all. I said,
"iell, what in hell do you expect running arouné trying to shoot
people in the back?' " After a pause he added, "Well, its all
over now. Lets not talk about it."

There was a long pause; then Souey's voice came again. "Do you
know,l heard something about that right after we were pinched.
That was what I was trying to tell you that time in Kansas City. )
An' I just remember--1 forgot to itell the "mouthpiece anything about

it.” ) H

“You'll have to tell him in hell, now. Come on: lets talk about o
something else. iow is your home this evening?" &nd they went RN

[

back to their usual pastime-- the designing, building,_decorating»/ﬁ K

were free,and had unlimited finances,. . ssssse S

e

Ap:.legate's house was on the orde& of the large British country
houses., A little affair of about forty rocms. Souey's tastes were
simpler and more mcdern. He did not want over six rooms, but he

wanted them provided with the most modern mechanical convenience.

"Wham!!" As the rectanglar trap swung downward, two bodies shot
into the brilliantly-lighted space below the scaffold. The youth,
Robert Sthey, had heen standing streight as an arrow--dropping
like a plummet, he hung there, a limp, inert object, without even
a quiver. \ di.

The gray haired man, Glem Applega%te, who a few hours before had
been amusing himself by dreaming of a palatial estate after the.
manner of his native land, was not so lucky. His body swung crazily

from right to left, showing that@they had stood him to close to

oar
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the edge of the openlng, that he had struck that edge on the way

: downo Another blunder of the nervous hancsmen became at once apparent.

/
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_in"the case of Suvh&y,” ff“is‘vver“ln an instant. Yet, even when

toward the margins of the grouped witnesses, like thetisturbance

©_ They had given the shortest man- the shortest rope. Their heads and

.shoulders were screensd by the trap, now hanging vertically, but
Apple ate's feet did not reach down to the level of Suhay's knees. ’

i
Several men steoped toward: the dangllng flgure of the strangling
man, As &ppleg&te .8 knees ‘dréw slowly upward in his effort to <X
~ breathe, one of thesecmen grasped. hlsﬂiﬁ§I§§7in the most eloquent
. gasture I have ever witnessed. His hole body actually screamed
" his desire to' throw his weight on those anffles,and bring the affair

 to a sudden conclusion; Lacking the practical sense of military

men; however, our ¢ivil authorities have made no provision for a
“coup de grace? And, as those heavily strapped legs strained upward--
like a gentle wave striking obllquely upon a sandy shore, like a
solitary gust of wind rustllng over a field of standing grain,

e tittering wave of dry coughing passed over the assembled spect=-
‘abors. With each new struggle of the dying man,a new wave of ceughing
ad its originlandé the foot of the gallows,n o’ spread, slowly,

caused by a pebble kicked from the shore of a pond. As the stirugules
grew weaker, the waves of caughlngellkewise grew weaker. At last

the dangllng body huno still and llm@, the caughlng ceased,

'So,thls Was death by hang1ng° Surely a strange way to suppgg§§_><ifZ;1§§>
murder! I now knew why public hangings/kRe# always had exactly s
the opnosltﬂeffect No reasongble man, after watching this rather
drab spectical, could ever again stand in awe of the gallows; uor,

in fact, wholly escape it's certain grim fascination--which,un=- '
doubtedly,’would suggest to weak minds,an effective and even pleas-
‘ant escape,from the toils of unsatlsfactory exist@nce., Stripped

lof the superstition and pagesntry with which we surround it, death

on the gallow§‘1s really a very 31mple affair., For the man of moderate
courage, there is really nothing to it.# Efficiently managed, as

grossly and stupidly bungled, as in the case of Applecate, the
victim cannot possibly suffer a thousandth part of what, awaits
most of us,who will die in our beds from such common alin“nts as
cancer, perltonltls, pneumonia, and hesrt disease. Compared with
the she@r, greasom®horror of our streets and highways, with the
scenes enacted daliyy-yes, almost hourly--in the receiving wards
of cally great hospltal pit becomes benign and beneficent.

_/”’___—‘\—\
At the end of twenty minutes the bodies were cuN‘EEWﬁ‘Eﬁaﬂcarted
away. An officer signaled the witnesses to paes out. Une mgn--1
lezrned later that he was a D. J.--tock a single step and then
pitched forward on his face,as if he had besn poled with an ax.

The silence which up until this moment still hung over this small
dark mass of humagnity--about w%lch there was something suggestive
of a blotch of black ink on a piece of clean, white paper, or bet-
ter, a spot of black mould on the surface of a ripe mellon--was
broken into a babble of voices. |

"e have another d€dd one."

®"Doctor! Doctor!®




[} |

"I could not bring myself to feelgsorry for them," said another.

"Here is the doctor."

“Is he dead,Roc?"

Ifren ceme the voice of the doctor;n?He is in;awdeéd'faint,“‘%thsAi , ‘
said, ‘ « oL e Pl p s s

|

At a signal,carpenters fell upon the scaffold w1th crowbars and*
sledge harmmers. The air was filled with the sound of the ‘hamners;
the scream and screech of drawn splkes the clapPof falling lumber.'
£y four o'clock all physical ev1dence of the executlon had been .
removed. Hemained, only memories in ‘the minds of men. ébéé—a—g&a*éi,
SARID A GuAro: SR b
"No, I did not care to see it, I know ‘they went llke good soldiersy
By God, I am going to miss that Applegate for a leng time. He was

the coolest, Keenest: Wwitted,most pleasant natured man I have ever o
known. 1 never saw anyone with a nicer disposition. He always had 4

something either pleasant or witty to say, and he could get a
laufh out of anythlnw "“ z

"Tb?t boy thqy," said another, ;even had Applegate beat for cool-
ness. He was of a quieter dlsroawtlcn but he never turned a hair.

Fe went as ccolly and calmly as. 1f he were going to lunch. My hat
is ¢ff to him." |

“I would not have cared to have éeen it,either," said a third.
"I could not feel that these OOJS should go that way--they were

sC likable; they always treated me so damn nice. I can't help but
fecel sorry." :

"l do not thirk that they killed ithe man, but I thlnk they got a
break--z2 much better break than flve years on that 'rock."

Ihat was true. "They died but once,' I said, thinging of Oscar
Wilde's famous lines:

"The coward dles a thousand deaths, -

The brave man only one."
AND

“F._Or ,ﬁ/'r 7'/7:”73 aAreE DONE/

Thal Sonw of Geo,

No AR Sew 45, Manw,

Ever S%OJLD L ool uPo~1
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Hniited States Bepartment of Justice
Washington, D, @,

L T ERT February 14, 1944

§3 ,(\\Fe
MEMORANDUM FOR 2. i1 G.T_'OL%{ k?

(i1
Re: Robert%-broud
Mmmm

I wanted te coll your attention to the
(% ached column by Westbrook Pealer which deals
with the raising of canaries in Leavenworth Pent-
tentiary by Robert Stroud. It is sugngested that
this be made a matier of record in the Stroud file.

Respectfully,

Mr.

T'Ale. Reom__

Mms Beabm

. Ly pern
r. Buarls

Ledd
Wishala
Bosc.
Traew

Hopder | -
MeGuire______
Mumford

Ziper -

Quien Tazxm

. Wea

oy

Higs Candy




. u Giés and imjuries as birds, and

Fair Enough

YORK, Feb. 10—Some weeks
ago there came in the mail from
Minneapolis one of those privately pub- *
lished books which non-professional
authors are forever sending out to per-
sons having access-to newsprint and
type. - This one Was called Stroud’s
Disease_of Birds and,
$ {=Tier = plance, I handed it on to 2
friend who runs a large chicken farm,
believing it might ke useful in his
business. 'The book was soon followed
by a letterirevealing that the author,

n —d Robert Stroud, had been & prisoner in
solitary confinement abt Leavenworth. Prison since 1916
and had recently heen: transferred to Alcatraz where he
woild be unable to continue his experiments on birds:
Meanwhile, my friend, the chicken farmer, reported that
the book was very:good, revealing long and intelligent
study and experiment and containing many excellent
drawings to illustrate the identifying sign of such mala~
pa‘zfticul;z%'ly canaries, are

prey to. . ; o

‘Here then, is thé story of Robert Stroud who has
bred, raised and nuised canaries thru many years of
jsolation from 2all but the most necessary and formal
relation with other human beings, and who, with the
possible exception of the late Jesse Pomeroy, has spent
more- time in solitary than any other American prisoner.

% A L1

TROUD, at the age of 19, was setting himself up in
¥ the business of pander in_Juneau, Alaska, with 2 |
stible of one prostitute. One” morning the lady came ¢
hame from an engagement with a bartender and reported
that he had paid her only $2. Stroud went to the

o siders to be good. His book i§ 'dedicated to his friendg:
"and to his enemies “whose mean, little or fhieving soulg)

Mr.-Tolsoz______..
Mr. B. A, Tdom
Mr. Clegg .
Mr. Coifey
Glavin______ .
Tadd____
Nichols_____
Rossn___ooe
Traey o
Acers_____ .
Carson______
Harbo

Hendon_____ s

Mr.
Mz,
pr.
Mr.,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. Mumiord_____-.
Mr. Starke

Mr. Quinn Tamm__
Mr. Nease e
Mise Gandy_______.

By Westbrook Pegler

artender’s quarters and shot him. dead, robbed him ¢
#uch money as he had in his clothes and brought % {
- hiome. For this he got 12 years and was sent to McNe
Island Prison where he served 28 months -and was trans-
ferred to Leavenworth. There, in 1916, he stabbéd a ~
giard dead with a handmade knife. He was convicted
of murder and sentenced to hang-but was spared on a °
commutation to life by Woodrow Wilson on his own rép-
_resentation that the guard had been persecuting him.,,

LI T

THE warden of Leaveriworth, taking no more chances,
put him in solitary where Stroud, casting about for
a hobby, began to show interest in c¢anaries. The warden
let him have a few birds, got him a micrgscopé and
literature and presently tht;'re.’weré canaries all over
the place.

Stroud experimented with breeds, feeding -and medicines
to cure their ills. . He casually .mentions that in the
summer of 1938 he was “engaged in some experinments
with canaries, to produce pastel pink and Javender
plumage by feeding them on organic dyestuffs, He even
describes methods of setting, ‘splinting and testricting the
use of broken wings .and legs. Ly e T

Stroud, now 53 years old ahd having spént 11 more
years of his life in solitary than he éver spent free as
2 child and young man, probably will die .in prison as
a restricted inmate. He was Sent to Alcatraz in December,
1942, for reasons which the Bureau of Prisoners con

act.t_la.ted by $pite, bigotry, ‘jealousy, sadism,.vindictivenes
or ignorance, by their very -opposition have stimulated 11
to greater effort and accomplishment than would have
otherwise been impossible for me.” ' o

He ro longer has ‘his canaries.

WASHINGTON NEWS ,

Page
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—Mr. Glavin —Mr. Foard
—_Mr. Ladd —Mr. Gatins
—Mr. Nichols —Mr. CGrassy
—Mr. Rosen Mr. Hicks
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—Mr. R.H. Laughlid ___¥rT Sloan
- Mr. McGuire i Treadwell
—_Mr. Pemnin x
Mr. RennebePgs -
S : . 9 Q.qékgggqﬁw iFeg-Biles
‘ Ars. Griggs
. -.——Chief Clerk's ~Hfiss Carroll
Office MlSS Dunaway
Division Five __Miss Heath
e TFiles Section ] _AM1"*'Hprchk
—.~-Mail Room Miss Moraine
— —Mechanical Sec. ‘3!r McCluskey
—_Personnel Files ’MlSo Cory
—Supply Section - Miss Starkweather
—-Technical Lab. ;;dJMrs Walker
— - Washington Fisld '__E,See me
.——-Phone me
-~ FHLBB Building . 18end file
—-Quantico - —_iNote and return

—Please handle
Please forward
File our files

104/

H. H. §LEGG
. Room 5856




9]

( “JoHN EM¥ErR HoovER IA—-” ‘ CC-287 Mr. Tolson_____ ~

DIRECTOR Mr. Es,,%. Tamm__
Mr. Clegg*~

£ S .

Hederal Bureau of Inuestingation Mr. Cofiey
» - . Mr. Glavin
United States Bepariment of Justice . Mr. Ladd
MWashington, B. A. Mr. Nichols
- Mr. Rosen
February 24, 1944 ) Mr. Traey
Mr. Carson
&  Mr, Harbo
Mr. Hendon
MEMORANDUM FOR _MR. NICHGLS Mr. MeGuire
- Mr., Mumfeord
= ’ . Mr. Piper
AA//qﬂ You will recall that in recentgpeeks festbrook y; Quinn Tamm
-7 Pegler has written two columns on Roberw Stroud, an Tele. Room -
individual serving a life sentence who is quite an Mr. Nease

authority on canaries. Miss Beahm

; 5 . Miss jand
7e have secured from the Congressional Library 188 Ja00y

a copy of the book entitled "Diseases of Conaries” written
by Stroud and published by the Canary Publishers Company,
Kansas City, Missouri, in 1933. [The book was edited by
Herbert C. Sanborn, Ph.D., Vanderbilt University. IWhile the
book is of no interest from the standpoint of law enforcement,
it appears to be a rather thoraugh treatise on canary diseases.
Some of the chapters are headed "Anatomy,” "My Own Method of
Feeding,” "The Moult," "Infectious Necrosis of Canaries,” and
"My Bird is Dead.”

¥e have also borrowed from the Congressional Library
a copy of the January, 1943, issue of "American Canary Magazine” .
which contains on page 18 and 19 an article by Stroud entitled -
"T Wonder.” Page 19 contains an announcement of "Stroud's
Digest on the Diseases of Birds,” which will sell for #5.00.
A photostatic copy of the article and this announcement is
attached.

While we will not be able to borrow a copy of
"Stroud 's Digest on the Diseases of Birds” this matter will
be followed and an attempt will be made later to review a
copy of this just as o matter of possible interest.

2 Respectfully,
[ 7 ¢
Rl 2 72114 2 '
' -t
/"\i“—@‘;ﬁ c P ;
! , ’/af' M. 4. Jones
Attachment -
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yse
“and - eﬁort really of im-

‘in. the service. of ‘those
: ‘Having reached
v n lifey 1 have decided to put

_edge ,but‘no ,forma ‘schooling; -entered’ a- United
" States ‘penitentiary.. “Entered: it with the firm re-
*solveto ‘add something - useful"to ‘his knowledge
: He~stud1ed mathematlcs chemrstry, as

€ read mcessantly anythmg
general. . This ‘went on' for
; under-sentence of death, and un-

the mental concentration-essential to the pursuit of
’ ahstra‘ ©50,. turned to:the less arduous

: confinement, -and’ in thc hope of bemg able to-earn
the money,.‘-

him with his" first’ opportunity ‘to-turn his studies
of the blologrcal sciences to some account. Through-
out’ ‘these.years, however, he had been drifting like
: ip'without-a rudder. - He studied to be study-
-+ ing--this, that-and the other thing—whatever of
interest presented itself, but with no goal beyond
‘thé needs of ‘interests of the moment.
-Carefully. ‘he. built up a flock of fine birds and,

‘under’ constant observation twenty- -fourr hours per
day. He learned their every normal mood and ac-
“tion. When one died or was killed, he dissected
it and studied the appearance of each organ until all
of the structure of normal bird anatomy was as
familiar to him as his own hands, which were his
principal and often his only tools.

hold" of peraining to ‘medicine and the

ith “which to’ supply “his _small needs,
- he‘fook un-the breeding of canaries, which provided

: srmply deludmg my=

~Then this young man found himself .

hcse crrcumstances, he: developed a distaste for -

<

e livedin-the room with them_  he had: them .

Then one day, a contagious disease struck his

flock. He saw loved pets dying like flies and -was
powerless to do anythmg for them. Frantically,
he appealed to Government and State laboratories
for assistance; frantically, he dispatched letters to
large publishing houses for books on bird and poul-
try diseases; and, frantically, he waded through
their pages, until the conclusionu was gradually
forced upon him that none of the writers knew what
they were writing about: that hird medicine, as a
science, simply did not exist It was then, with half
of his flock alreadv dead and the other half sick
and dving, that he dedicated himself to the proposi-
tion that fewer birds should suffer and die because
their diseases were not understood.

Yes, as many of you probably have already
guessed. this voung man was myself.

Realizing that I could depend only upon my-
self I began calling up half forgotten ideas gath-
ered in my studies of chemistry and biology, ap-
plying them to the problem at hand. T made culture

Page Eighteen

" suilt that
) contagrous or infectious disease with. which I have

~and wood glue. and: ul
Y 1dent

of. Canaries,’ » which was pubhshed
of Kansas Crty, and many of you g
enough to tell me that it is the: best: thing ‘on’ bird % G
drceases that has: ever come to your, “attention: - Be % v
that ag it ‘may; I havé never received: one: dime

royalty for this work and have been prevented from

prosecu 'ng 'nfrmgement clalms agamst *Mr Powell :

eultres I may have had 1. have never ceased or
slackened-'my.pace, in my study of bird diseases. ..I
have . taught. myself . bacteriology, - hrstology and -
patholo v:: I have developed:a: complete system of
hnique and'1 ,havezcarr:ed on a more
Xperimentation® in .aviam therapeutics
erson: who: hasever lived-—with the re-
en"able to find a-cure for every

vrorked ‘and’I*have worked with practically every
drsease to ‘which canaries are ‘susceptible. As a
side“issue. - I'have also carried on extensive re-
searches into- the causes of a number of little-

: understood ‘conditions.

Throughout the years, I have received thousands .
a for. help from bird’ breeders and poultry-
m ’n who ad contagrous dxseases in their ﬂocks

ful of! your need for haste which, of course, was
rot. my;fault Through these 1etters, I have been

angmg from finiches .to ostriches. J
“have put ‘the practical results of more :
than - thirty years of intensive study into a book,

“'Stroud's Digest of the Diseases of Birds,” from

whzch you have been able to read many extracts

ir: the pages of this magazine during the last year.

I fear, however that these extracts have given you

a limited impression of the scope_of this work,

but a few brief statements concerning its contents

w lll correct that.

The main section of the book consists of more
than three hundred alphabetically arranged head-
ings under which are discussed the extant knowl-
edge of bird diseases, coupled with a complete re-
port of my own researches. All of my processes
and formulae are given in detail—and it may in-
terest you to know that not one of the articles that
have. appeared in this magazine has contained more
than a fraction of what I have written on the sub-
jCCtS discussed. There are more than five hundred
cross references and over a hundred notes, by
means 'of which it is possible for the breeder to
start ‘with any symptom or lesion observed in his
blI‘dS trace’ down the drsease make the diagnosis
and learn all that there is known about that par-
txcu]ar disease within a matter of minutes.. THE
KNOWLFDGE YOU WANT, WHEN YOU
WANT IT. This section is :Ilustrated with eighty-
seven plates, containing two hundred and ten ana-

January, 1943




dxseases, broUg it
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Fair ‘Enough - g

CAGO, Febh. 21—Perhaps I should
not have written about Robert
| Strod, the murderer who has spent the
last 28 years in solitary confinement in
Leavenworth and. Aicatraz, because
now his press agent is all over me
with propaganda about his wonderful
service to society in developing reme-
dies for the diseases of hirds and I
can §ee no other sale éoursé than to
keep him locked up, and in solitary,
until he dies. If it ¢ould be'arranged
to let him resume his studies that
might be a good idea for he apparently
has done work of considerable value to the poulfry in-
dustry. His press agent, I, G. Marcus, of Minneapolis,
says that if the prison. authorities would really give
the man facilities he could greatly curtail the loss of
poultry, espécially turkeys. He says also that Stroud has
& way to shorten the war by means of something that
gould be made cheaply in any brewery, but I don’t beheve

hat. ’

* L] ?

UT it Stroud should be deemed to have ‘& right to
keep canaries and peddle them, then the next" man
would have an equal right to raise dogs or goats or
pigeons and complications.would .ensue quickly, . And the
fact is that he did enjoy ‘remarkable special privileges
for 2 long time and lost them only because he has an

ornery streak which makes him an imminent menace’

to his fellowmen and began to take serious lberties &
little over a year ago.

- oo

By Westbrook Peg.._.

There are 2'number of remarkable prisoners in Federal‘
and state institutions who have whiled away the da.ysI
and years and stood off the rot by study. One is a|
mathematician and another from whom I receive oc- |
casional letters smuggled into the mail, has become an |
impressive writer altho he was just an ignorant, mur-‘

erous little gutter—smpe when he went up more than

0 yearSs ago. -~
L L ] L]
TROUD feels very sorry for himself and so do the
members of the little cult of canary breeders who
think he should be allowed to carry on his work., They
have lost sight of the. fact that he is twice a killer and
once was condemned. However, it would be cruel not to
try to imagine his own frame of mind and he certainly
has good reason to feel that he has done so'meghing to

. Justify that gift. It is hardly a question now of payment

of his debt to society. The weight of that debt cannot
be measured against his contribution to the world but his
record proves that he is not & man to be trusted at liberty.
* *The prison system might, however, find 2 way to make
use of its Strouds.
solitary and allowed to have his birds and continue his
contributions to knowledge wf an important subject in
which few men possess equal information because so few
are interested. That, however, is about the best. that
can be said for Stroud. .-

He could still be kept guarded in |
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‘ rau witll recall that in- rnﬁenﬁ weeks @Bstbroak
5 Pegler hos written two columns on Ambérﬁ Stroud, an

o individucl serving o life seﬂtenca wttd £ quma an

g guthority on canarias. o

4~ ¥e hove gecured from trm &‘a graasianol Ltbmry
; a capy of the book entitled "Diseasesiof Canaries” written
‘ by Stroud and pudlished by the Cenary. Publishers Company,
b Eanaas City, Missouri, in 1933. The qnak was edited dy
‘ Herbert C. Sanbom, PheD., Vanderbilt Unjversity. Fhile the
dook is of no interest from the standpoint of low enforcement,
it appears to de o rather thorough ﬁ;‘#atise on cahery disemas- :
Some of the chapters are headed “Anatomy, " "My Oun A!ethed of
. Peeding,” "The Moult,” ”I@fecttoua Ié’eémsis of Uaaariaa, and
‘ ”Hy Bird is Dead.” 4 J° - N
Fe have also borrowed Srom 'f;he Gangreasional me.ry :
a copy of the January, 1943, issue of) "Americen Canary &agamna” :

L\ which contains on page 18 and 18 an article by Stroud entitled =

°I Wonder."” Page 15 contains an announcement of "Stroud's
Digeat on the Diseases o/ Birds,” which will sell for $5,00.
4 phaﬁaatatic copy of the article aid this announcenent is - .

e

4

‘ ‘ - , E'M.Ie we will not be able to borrow a co yor -
o "8traud 8 Digest on the Diseases of Birds” this ma‘bter mill ‘
N " be followed and an attempt will be made lgter to review ¢ '
" - eopy.of thie j:wt a3 o matﬁer of poastble in'l:erest.

' Respectfull y, |

- ZJ. 4% Jones

Clegg ' Attach!‘men‘t o
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STANDARD FORM No. 64
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’“Ir‘ wat

/)’; lE-Mr. Pays ms

?7' TO  : IMR. HOOVER. DATE:  9-15-553" 1.~
Dy, Sizow :——-—
me/ Mr. Winterrowd._.

: SAC AUERBACH PERSONAL Tele. Room .
— Mr. Holloman____

\/(a Miss Gax;d}/

aon L >

SUBJECT: NBIRDMAN OF ALCATRAZ"_ 7 e Ei* ?ﬁﬁ““‘

The Story of Robert Stroud i
Thomas E. Gaddis, Random House, (/»g
New York, 1955 {

I have heen confidentiallv advised joxdl| L our

\

h N

good contact
here, who also tThat The
above-captioned POOK contains sSOmE COmMmMENnvs Conc ing you.

The pre-rclease '"review" copy is apparently out and
concerns iteself with Stroudt's 1life at Alcatraz where he is
allegedly lifetime confined for murder. Stroud supposedly has
the longest record of solitary confinement in the United States

and developed a hobby of raising canaries.

tells me that in the book there is an incident

related reflec;ing that you saw the man in 1936 and bought a
' ten-dollar canary for your mother with a guarantee that if it -

twercn't any good he would replace it. Allegedly the bird turned
out not to be a singer, and the story is told that he replaced it
but that prison officials were circulating "nationwide" that
Stroud had sold you a painted sparrow instead of a canary. I \
know nothing more concerning the incident but thought you ought to
know about the book
(-ouu'rf-cf) -Ll\’lg__(..él’k";fj;c:-_ (fgfﬁfv;ﬂ (9 f)t‘/?&/’)

Of odd interest here is the fact that | \
| has just now been assigned
| Confidentially,

| |ig being held 4
can do us no harm.’ ,/f

o]
\c

[
to the local CIC Unit at]
according to the supervisor of the group,

to do applicant background work "where he ;
single chap, is apparently going £o /[

i
|

2w 061 181050

, who is year-old, b6
b€ here for a couple of _years. He attended CIC school, was i
assigned to G-2 at San Francisco, and was asked by the Colonel a
in charge there where he would like to be_asgipgned, and thus got O
back to |  You vill remember thatl family is £
from- this area and that not onlv the JusTice but also the boy 2
went %ol |at =
:‘ voi ) l 3 ’ )
P R L
‘ RDA:ILM éc,z, g,za T / OZO .
"‘?‘ o -l v :: T
X0 BE :Z - 1955 o
' 4 Ty~ y PR
C0RDED. 4 — '
PExep W 2




| _ <

v
.

R e
Oﬁice Memomndzmz UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -

- TOlSOn
DATR: September 28, i z

S TO  : MR, Nrcﬁz\ﬁeﬁi&

l? 1955 'g:l.:wn‘t :,‘ ,
FROM t s, WS 7/ g:rh;ons
SUBJECT: “RTRDMAN. OF ALGATRAZ 3G e

Holloman
Gandy

e Story .of Robert Stroud

by gronas & Geddis A1 INFORMATION CONTAINED -
HEREIN | UNCLASSH A 5

SYNOPSISs DA!E BY'
b7C

This memorandum SUmmarizes cqptioned book. .
a good contact of Seattle Office, b?i

attle, who advised Bureau by letter

Toug 00K T0 attention 0
dated September 15, 1955, Author Gaddis has been engaged in social and
probation work for Los Angeles County, Calife., since 1944. Bufiles re-
;on (never completed) during 1941-

Sflect Internal Security~R investigation
1942 on man believed identical with authore. Bufile 62-75147-26-408

reflects Gaddis fired from position of deputy probation officer for Los
Angeles County because of insubordination, conduct unbecoming a deputy
probation officer and improper activities on official county time.
Gaddis appealed to County Civil Service Commission, but on November 20,
1951, his dismissal wos uphelde.

The book concerns the lijfe of RoberéZZ%roug, a twice=convicted |
murderer, who has apent the last 46 years i prison, 39 of them in soli- -
tary confinement. JFor a perzod while incarcerated at Leauenworth Peni=
tentzary, Stroud raised cangries in his cell. In reviewer's opinion,
cuthor is attempting to create sympathy for his subject.

Book makes several references to FBI. Innocuous references
pages 211 and 294. On page 242 author states: !'"Alcatraz was in business
But while spectacular gang-

and the FBI agent became a national hero.
sters were broken, the larger gangs found suddditutes jfor illegal liquor
ni The 1a$ter

traffic, and deepened their merger with political machines.”
sentence could be attempt to disparage work of FBIL.

On page 247 author states Director visited Stroud in hzs cell
at Leavenworth in 1936 and purchased a canary. Author states that al-

though Stroud guaranteed to replace the bird if it did not sing, and
actually did so, prison officitals later circulated gossip that Stroud
had sold the Director -a painted sparrow.. Bufiles concerning Stroud make

ARGTY allegedlb sold to t e Direggore

no me tzon f c ﬁzz
Finally, on page 306, aaan states that jbélawzng the attempted
The FBI swept in © te down criminal

prison break at Alcatraz in 1046
evidence for indiciments qf‘przsoners on conspiracy. _and first=degree

murdere. 0One by one, scores of @envicts were acked out of their cells
L © 1955 '
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Hemorandum for Mr. Nichols ) September 28, 1955

-

Jor grilling by Government agents."”

Bufile 70~12090 reflects Bureau 4gents interviewed inmates
tn position to witness any events of interest to investigation of attempted
prison break. Technicians ojf FBI examined firearms and latent Jinger-
brinits and testified at subsequent téial of three convicts convicted
of murder.

BECOMMENDATTON:
For informatione.
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Hemorandum for Mr. Nichols ébptember 28, 1955

o

The book ""Birdman of Alcatraz, The Story of Robert Stroud,”

by Thomas E. Gaddis, was released recently by Random House, New York, [c
New York. ! good con="7C
tact of Se € 1C€, Drought DOOE ©0 attencron 0] SAC Who advised 7D |

Bureau by letter dated September 15, 1955,
AUTHOR, THOMAS E. GADDIS

o e -

- T—
Thomasiggk&addis,.born in_Denver, Colorado, was educated at
Ste Thomas MIIitary Academy and the University of dinnesotas A resident
of Los Angeles, California, since 1944, he has been acitively engaged in
sociel and probation work jfor Los Angeles County. Also active in the
public~relations field, Mr. Gaddis was publicity director for the San
Fernando Community Chest and for the American Red Cross in nine areas.

Holding a Be.A. degree from the University of Minnesota, Gaddis
received a fellowship at the University of _ZLowa where he did graduate
work and taught Englishe "Birdman of Alcatraz! is his first booke. Mr,
Gaddis has spent several years on the research and writing of this
book. (From "About the Author™ on the book jacket)

Bufiles reflect that Thomas Eugene Gaddis, believed identical
with the author, was the subject of gn Internal Security -~ R investiga=-
tion originating at Omaha, Nebraska, during 1941-1542. It was alleged
that Thomas E. Gaddis had made a jfalse affidavit in erecuting WPA Form
608 (Affidavit Required by the Emergency Relief dppropriation Act Fiscal
Year 1941) to the Work Projects Administration, stating he was not a
Communiste. The investigation was not completed as subject Gaddis
terminated his employment with WPA on July 3, 1941. (100-14752:%) -

4 General Investigative Intelligence Report, Los Angeles
Division, for the period July 1, 1951, to December 31, 1951, (62-75147-
26=~408) mentions one Thomas E. Gaddis on page 83« This report indicates
that Thomas E. Gaddis, a deputy probation officer for Los Angeles County,
was fired because of insubordination, conduct unbecoming a deputy proba
tion officer and improper activities on official county time. Goddis
itmmediately petition ,or urt to reinstate him, at the same
time accusing | and other officers of
usurping power" to deprive him unjustly of his position. All the charges
against Gaddis reportedly centered on his purported unethical association
with o probationer then serving time in the County Jail. It
was charged that Gaddis had busin;ff:fealings wi th as well as social
a

contacts on many occasions ajfter had been placed on probation and
that all of these contacts were o secret nature,. unrecorded in official
case records of the Probation Deparimente

The Los Angeles "Times'" reported Farr's version of the alleged
association with Gaddis, as issued in a statement from his jail cell,

that he had been paid $250 by Gaddis for 'ghostwriting” material on
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Memorandum for Mre. Nichols September 28, 1955
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o

probation activities in generals Farr also reportedly disclosed that®
at Gaddis' behest he made a report more or less critical of Zuck's

edministration. In November, 1951, the newspapers reported that Farr

testified before the County Civil Service Commission, saying that he

had been hired by Gaddis to work on a "public relations projéct” de-

signed to discredit the County Probation Department adminisitration.
[::fftfwvember 20, 1951, the County Civil Service fommission b6

upheld dismissal of Gaddis as a deputy probation officer. pic

THE BOOK

The book, "Birdman of Alcatraz,' purports to be a "...true
story of the prisoner with the longest record ojf solitary confinement
in the United States~who became ¢ leading cuthority on birds' - Robert
Stroud. The author carries you through the entire life of his subject,
Bobert Stroud, from his birth, his childhood, his conviction for murder
at the age of 18, and his subsequent imprisonment. Throughout the
entire book, the author builds up a sympathetic appeal for his subject,
who has spent the last 46 years in prison, 39 of them in solitary con=-
Sinements In 1916, having served nearly seven of his original twelve-
year sentence, Stroud stabbed o prison guard. He was subsequently con-~
victed and sentenced to hang; however, his sentence was - -comnuted to
1life imprisonment by President Wilsone He subsequently became interested
in raising canaries and later was permitted to raise them in his cell
at Leavenworths

- In the reviewer's opinion, the author is aittempting to put

the worst possible light on the prison system and the law which keeps
Bobert Stroud in prison over all these years.

MENTION OF THE FBI

'

There are several rejferences to the FBI and the Director,
some of which may be construed as being criticale 4All references are
set out in detail below:

On page 211, referring to the crime conditions of the 1930s,
the author states: YThe Department of Justice tightened its organizae-
tion”and struck out at the rampant underworld with the fist of the
FBI,

On page 242, the author states: ‘"Alcatraz was in business,
and the FBI agent became a national heroa” However, the author follows
that sentence withs "But while spectacular gangsters were broken, the
larger gangs found substitutes for illegal liquor traffic, and deepened
their merger with political machines.” This latter sentence could be
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Hemorandum for Mr. Nichols September 28, 1955

'y

an attempt on the part of the author to disparage the work of the
FBI. .

The author states on page 247 that the Director visited
Stroud in his cell at Leavenworth in the late summer of 1936, at
which time the Director allegedly purchased a canary jfor the sum
of $10. According to the author, Stroud told the Director that the
bird was young and untried, but guaranteed to replece it if it didn't
sings. Stroud sent the canary to the Director's mother, enclosing a
letter in which he stated he would replace the bird if it was not
in top condition. The author concludes this portion by sayings
"pespite his efforts, Stroud heard that his bird had not performed,
displeasing Mre. Hoover. Stroud replaced the ten-dollar bird with a
twenty=~five~dolhr onee. Years later, however, Stroud was neittled by
gossip which he claimed prison officials were circulating 'nationw
wide' from Washingtons ‘“that he, The Birdman, had sold J. Edgar
Hoover a painted sparrow for ten dollars. Stroud was more of.fended
by this than by graver accusations. A painted sparrow! The convict
never forgot the matter. Many years later he answered the 'libel and
discredit’ to his avian reputation by inseriting his reply as 'Exhibit
A' in @ sworn court documente’

Bufiles concerning Stroud make no mention of the canary
allegedly sold to the Director.

Beferring to the attempted prison break at Alcatraz in
1946, the author states on page 294 that Warden Johnson "..wired
the Coast Guard, the San Francisco Police Department, the Army, the
Federal Bureau of Prisons, the FBIs press associationsg and San Frane
cisco daily newspapers.?

On page 306, he saysy; with reference to activities [following
the attempted break, "The Rock was shut tight under the angry scrutiny
of trigger-conscious guards. The FBI swept in to tie down criminal
evidence for indictments of prisoners on conspiracy and first-degree
murder. One by one, scores of convicts were racked out of their cells
for grilling by Government agents.'

Bufile 70-12090 reflects Bureau Agents interviewed c¢ll inmates
reported by Associate karden to be in the cell houses ‘and in a position
to witness any events of interest to the investigation of the attempied

rison break. In addition, technicians of the FBI conducited exeminations
of firearms, including guns and ammunition, and latent fingerprints, and
FBI Agents testified at the subsequent trial of three of the convicts
who were convicted ojf murder.




February 20, 1956
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R ) Your letter d.ted Februcry 7, 1956, has been
received, end I an acknouledging it in ¥r. Hoover's
absence fron the city.

I must cedvise that this Bureau has no nmaterial
available jor distribution regarding REobert Stroud. I
thought you ~ight Like to know that Mr. Hoover saw
Bobert Siroud in the United States Penitentiury ot Leaven-

worth,‘iansas, aend that ir. Hoover did purchase e cernary
Jron hin.

Sincerely yours,

Helen ¥. Gandy
Secretary

NOTE: Bufile 62-25004 reflects the Director did purchase

a canary from Stroud. Stroud is a twice-convicted murderer
who has spent about 46 years in prison and who raised
canaries in his cell. He was the §ubject of the book,
"gird Man of Alcatraz" by Thomas:¥X Gaddis.
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February 73, 1956

Jeo Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
.waShington, D.G.

Dear Mr, Hoover,

v :

O I am interested in writing my therm theme about_Robert iig o
Stroud, #ow a prisoner at Alcatraz. While he was at '
Leavenworth, you purchased a canary from him, He was

supposed to have experiméntéd.with his canaries.

I fully realize you are a busy man and I appreciate that
fact, but could you please send me any information you
might have?

Thank you very much far:as you are able to help me,

Yours trialv.
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Mr. J. Pdgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation '
United States Department of Justice

Washington
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Bureau files reflect that the Director r: :Zzzz

saw Stroud in the U.S. Penitentiary . uinterrowd
at Leavenworth in 1936 and Tele. Hoom
purchased a canary from him. Mr. Holloman
Stroud is a twice-convicted murdererMiss Holmes
who has spent about 46 years in Miss Ga"dy

prison and who raised canaries in his cell. ?/
was the subject of the book "Bird Man of Alc traz
by Thomas L. Gaddis.




Detroilt, Michigan. June 20, 1956,

Hr. Je. Edgar Hoover o
Pederal Bureau of Investigation S
Washington, D.C.

T

Dear Sir;

It may be of of interest to you to have the folilowing
information. :

The writer has been informed that Aﬁtoznsys|
and|[ | of Sacrasmente Galif have Y

a petition with the Clerk of the U.S. District Court in San.
Francisco on May 18, 1956 in behalf of their cliemt Robert Fo
Stroud who is confined in Alcatraz Prison. The petition is for
Injunctive Relisf, Judicial Reviaw and Declaratory Relief. The
Respondents in this case are { The United States of America )
P.Je Madigan Warden of Alcatraz, J.V. Bennett, Director of
Federal Prisons. Herbert Brownell,Jr. U.S, LtHorney General,

When this case comes before the United States bistriet
Courf, I am certain it will be oubtstanding according to all the
particulars contained in the petition, Wo. 35494.

The book recently published by Random-Housg entitled-
{ Birdman of Alcatraz ) describes the life story of Mr. Stroud
the world famous Canary Bird Doctor whom you met in Leavenworth
gome yesrs ago. After all he hes done in the interests of thousands
upon thousends in more ways than onse, they mastered the move and
heve kept this brilliant man in a lonely cell, all slone and has
bean treated worse than a stray mongrel dog. The late Frenk lMurphy
whom you got %o know pretty well, who was the Attorney Genexsl
oflghe gnited States a few years ago referrad to Alcatraz as a
Hell hole.

s you well know, Alcatraz has been referred to as the
Rock. It has not been rocked or even rolled recently, but I am
informed and you have &lso that there is plenty of talk on the
ingide circles in Washington about this particular place. You may) ’
be sure that this particulsr Roeck will roll in the near fubture 7. 8
P, ;
.
Mr. Stroud has fought and shook the mighty, next he will ——
start the real clessic in the U.S. Distriet Court in San Francisco
with the Alcatraz Rock and Roil. I am sure that President Eisenhower
will not like it, believe it or not. I will be anxious to ascertain
what excuses or phoney remarks or &ftock replys J.V. Bennett will
have to offer when he tries to defend himseif in Court. BElvis Presley
could strug acrosg th; stage we%r%ng & ball and chain while <he
prison hand played & fep,pans. he Prisoner song.. >
AT S o S s e
I trust this info will be of passing interest. I understapnd
that they intend to make this an_internstional issue. Your fri%gggr

Walter Winchell has been informed of thig Sction.

¥ UL 13 1935 gypoerely, (/7’;)
s . Anonymous




August 13, 1956

s =
T B
> =5
2 w
3w
Dear EP L
.,z 2
Your letter postmarked August 2, 1956, has =¥ ¥ =2
been received during Mr. Hoover's absence from the city, dnd
I am acknowledging it for him.

2 g <
In regard to your request, since the ¥EI has no
authority to inject itself into matters involving parole and
probation, I am making a copy of your lctter avallable to the
Parole Executive, Board of Parole, U. S. Depariment of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

kﬁi»u@*“‘ s

v
“ 2

Although I know Mr. Hoover will sincerely appreciate
your offér to )“send him the book entitled " Bird Man of Alcatraz" by
omas Gaddis, I thought you might like to know that Mr. Hoover
has this book in his library.

Sincerely yours,
AR

Helen W. Gandy
‘{/ f Secretary
Copy of 1ncommv sent by form to Board of Parole

o
/‘; *

-

NOT#: Correspondent is not identifiable in . Bufiles.
‘reflects the Director did purchase a canary from Stroud. * Stroud is a
- pwigegoid

. .

Bufile 62-25004
ohvicted murderer who has spent about 46 years in prison and
th“"ra.lsed and studied canaries in his cell.

CEM:sak
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Mr. John E. Hoover =
Washington, D.C. b7C
My dear Mr. Hoover:- s

mentioned in his morning service that

Several months ago, | I

he had just finished reading a most gripping story about a prisoner at
Alcatraz - Robert Stroud.

As 1 was interested, I bought the book the next week and
can corroborate statement. The book was written by
Thomas E. Gaddis.

Robert Stroud has been 46 years in prison, 39 in deep lock.
He could have been paroled, had his mother because of jealousy not opposed
it. This seems incredible, nevertheless it is true.

How he through his wonderful mental acumen was able to
study the diseases of canaries, and through his own research discovered
the cure for diseases that ornithologists were unable to discern is
astounding. In fact I remember that he sold you a white canary for ten
dollars, and wrote to your mother in regard to it, and that he heard: that
the bird had not performed and you were displeased. He then replaced
the bird with a twenty five dollar one. There was gossip I believe that
the white canary was a painted sparrow, which of course was untrue. The
book made no fiirther comment on the transaction.

«+ Several Sundays ago, spoke at our Sunday
Service. He was here for two Sundays. When I knew that he was to be here,
I wrote to him i regard to Robert Stroud, as #'he title off ____ |book is
""Love Can Open Prison Doors.' He wrote to me that'ths authorities will
not release him because they hold him a poor risk'' He said he had no real

_information about him except what he had heard and read. In his letter

enclosed a letter that is issued monthly from his home in Monrovia,
if. e subject was "Talk to Yourself. ' His last sentence was Across
the miles our love and good wishes are flowing. Be of good cheer."

I wrote a second letter and sent him "Thomas
Gaddis' book The Bird Man of Alcatraz. My last sentence was, Send your
love across the Pacific to Alcatraz, and surely it can open prison bars
as you say.




¥ %
« ""‘ <
He wrote me a postal card- I quote~ '""This book is
probably the best thing done on America's strangest case and most famous
prisoner. I enjoyed it from beginning to end, and the background material

has given me better insight in the Birdman's trouble. This brother has
never given up. Thank you for letting me read it."

I was disappointed for I thought that he could do something.
It was then,since it is a Federal case that Ithought of you. I would be
glad to send you my copy of the book as I did to Mr. Daily. It is
authentic -

Surely, Mr. Hoover, this man is eligible for a parole if
any one is.

When we think of all the men who have been traitors to
our country, Hiss, and all the ones connected with these last years who
never were in carcerated. White, Acheson, all the invisible government
who are scheming to put us under one world government, and countless
others whom you know who sold out China to the Reds~ General Marshall etc.

The blood of every patriot boils to know what hundreds have done
who have infiltrated our government and are being paid out of our taxes.
Did you see the play "Thieves Paradise' in Washington ?

Surely something can be done for this man, who committed
his acts in self defense, and has atoned for his guilt for acts by serving
all these years in prison. Hiss served only 2 short time and is at large-
Isn't he a risk?

This is a long letter, Mr. Hoover, (ggfi) I had to go into
details~
May I hear from you if you have the time?
Sincerely,
/s/
Aug. 3-'56

Pardon me, I should have addressed J. Edgar Hoover.
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Carr. L. SHIPLEY
NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WasameTOoN 4, D. C.

STERLING 3-i{648

FPebruary 13, 1987

The Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washingbton 25

DQ C. g A} /O‘l‘
r' Gentlemen:
j I am counsel for All-Pets Magazine, Inc.; and have ;
: C!:)been requested to check on the status of Robsrt

Stroud, the "Bird Man of Alcatraz." As I under- 1

stand it, he was engaged in the smuggling of psit- %
tacine birds and similar activities. I will appre- :
ciate any information you can give me concerning j
; him, I undsrstand that much of his activity is now ;
a matter of public record. :

With good wishes, I am | , V

Very truly yours,

RECORDL - 51 © 4 _ 2 spay 95

13 FEB 28 1957 //l
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Deoar
Your leiter dated February 13, 1957, has been
rceeived.

L Althougn I would like to be of corvice, I am unable
~‘ to furnish you informetion concerning the subject of your incuiry
cinee data in our files ic confidontial cad avatlakl: for official use
only. I am taking the Hiberty, however, of rcferring a copy of
your lctter to the Director, Eureau of Prisong, U. &. Dopavimont
of Justics, Tachingion 28, D. C., for what aid ho can offer you.

Sincerely yourc,

e

| MALED &
Ien 66 19 John Edgar Foover
JEB &8 1967 Diractor
LLCOMMeER_
Copy of incoming sent by form to Bureau of Prisons. 4;','//’,) ?

| Lo
o ‘o
‘' NOTE: Robert Stroud is the prisoner who has been confined in )
' Leayepworth and Alcatraz prisong for so many years and who has gained
- naficgel prominence because of his hobby of;raising canaries. Numerous
TP s appear in Bufiles concerning corrééﬁbhdent, who is a prominent
on, J. C., Attorney. He has-bsem agsociated with several
s in communist-front organiZafﬁéﬁs and in 1953 he represented
subject of Bfitéau investigation under character
ery. Nothing to preclude forwarding acknowledgment.

et =i
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*  On SEP's aggrandizémment of Hoodlum Mickey “ohen, an admit- ‘
ted killer, T ask why we all can’t do something for prisonexr . ]
Robt. x&ir?:oud "The Birdman of Alcatraz", doing 42 o . '
solitary confinement "longer than any -ﬂederg_% ég%giﬁ%'} *in .

% history" - a blot upon our penal system. HOw Free World
must mock us! Author Thos. Gaddis wrote an epic, challeng- C

. ing, shattering book, the Trench have made introduction new ,
law "The Law Robt. Stroud" to permit prisoners care of an- . )
imals. The indomitable prisoner, no walking privilages,, no | . i -
birds, no radio, hasn't beep qllowed to read his book - a {% .- / (o

T Ge ,c SAVAZE mhulftan imprisonment - should be heard abow
'\ﬁ@%j“l:’é'l’;‘ctle p:i.mf;le'.ﬂ ﬁag‘§§ ,
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£TANDARD FORM NO., 64

Oﬂice Memorgndum e UNITED STA’IQS GOVERNMENT

TO : MR. TOLSON DATE: 10/7/58

’ ngnf:n

Mohr

FROM W. S. TAVEL =% Neuse -

o

: ROBERT STROUD W Trotter
SUB * ullivan
e INFORMATION CONCERNING TR 4 R« -t

Holloman
Gandy

In accordance with your request, I have reviewed files A
regarding Robert Stroud.

It was reported in 1941 that Stroud was convicted of ma't,‘ slaughter
in 1912 at age 18 in Juneau, Alaska. He was transferred from McNeil Island,
Washington, to Leavenworth in February 1922, and shortly thereafter
murdered an inmate there, for which crime he was sentenced to hang. This
sentence was reportedly later commuted by the President of the United States
to life imprisonment in solitary confinement. It was further reported that,
since about 1925, Stroud had been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next
to his cell in Leavenworth and had a laboratory which had been furnished by
friends in the outside world. Stroud was reported to be regarded as a
nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and diseases of birds. He claimed
to have copyrighted a book '"Diseases of Canaries'in 1933.

A report of 1942 reflected that Stroud was commonly referred to as
"The Bird Man' since he had been for years breeding canaries in the
penitentiary which he was permitted to sell to persons outside. In December 1942
the officer who transported Stroud from Leavenworth to Alcatraz stated
Stroud had claimed that he was making alcohol in his cell from sugar and
fermented grain. Stroud allegedly recounted how he had shot five times and
killed a man in Alaska and later had stabbed to death an inmate at Leavenworth.

Stroud was interviewed at Alcatraz in 1943, in connection with <
alleged irregularities in the prison and admitted havmg transmitted letters, <«
documents and information out of Leavenworth Prison through illicit channels.

A book entitled '"Bird Man of Alcatraz, the Story of Robert Stroud, ' by

Thomas E. Gaddis, and published by Random House, New York, in 1955,
concerns the life of Stroud and indicates that he had at that time spent 46 years
in prison, 39 of them in solitary confinement. On page 247, the author states
that the Director visited Stroud in his cell in 1936 and purchased a canary. The
Director noted on the memorandum setting out this information, ""He did sell

me a canary and it didn't sing. " /
St v/ T AT

‘ This is the most recent 'reference to Stroud-uTBureau=tiles.
/ *REC- 77 24 OCT 10 1958
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173 So.Detroit St. L. A. 36.
Calif.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover: -

Several weeks ago there was an article in the paper
which stated that the Warden of the Federal prison at Springfield
Mo. refused to give Mr. Robert Stroud the birthday cards which
people had sent to him. The action of the Warden seemed to

many in humane and unjust so I wrote to the governor and received
this letter.

Is it not possible that something can bey done to stop
such cruel action? It seems that Mr. Stroud has paid the penalty
for his crimes, if they were crimes, as. I believe in following
the story. They were committed to protect himself.

His contribution to Ornithblogy has been wonderful
and all lovers of birds can testify to that.

If this is not in your jurisdiction, would you put it
in the hands of one who can do something for this man. When one
knows of men in our government who have committed far more
heinous crimes against our country his seem trivial.

Thank you for your hédp and suggestions.

Yours truly,

//Q/ Feb. 17'161 b -24d0Y¥ —
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ExecuTive OFFICE
STATE OF MISSOUR!

JOEN M DACTOR JeFFerson City

GOVERNOR

February 14, 1961

b6
b7C |

Dear s

I have your letter regarding the
‘action of the Warden of the Federal
Prison Medical Center in refusing to
permit birthday greeting cards to be
sent to Robert Stroud.:

- | The Medical Center is a Federal
Prison operated by Federal authorities
and the State government has no control
over its operation.

!

" Sincerely yours,
/
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February 27, 1961

27

N

Dear

Your letter dated February 17, 1961, and enclo-
sures have been received.

lthough I would like to be of service, matters
such as you described do not come within the investigative
jurisdiction of the FBI. I am, however, forwarding a copy of
your letter and a copy of the other communication you enclosed
to the Director, Bureau of Prisons, United States Department
of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. Your enclosures are being
returned.

Sincerely yours,

‘ John Edgar Hoover
Director I oo

Enclosures (2) J s
Described in note below /’ -

NOTE: Correspondent enclosed, in addition to her letter from the
Governor of Missouri, one ~four-cent stamp, both enclosures currently
being returned. She is referring to Robert Stroud who has been given much
publicity over the years for his knowledge of canaries and diseases of birds.
He wrote a book entitled "Birdman of Alcatraz, ' published in 1955 which
indicated that he had at that time spent 46 years in prison, 39 of them in
solitary confinement. In this book he states that the Director visited him
in his cell in 1936 and purchased a canary. The Director as noted stated,
"He did sell me a canary and it didn't sing.' Frequent citizens' letters are
~received concerning Stroud because of his book. He was transferred from
Alcatraz to the Federal Prison Medical Center at Jefferson City, Missouri,

n : o e[s 1\ TeLETYPE garr L 3 1959. 62-2500
= OAR bg&@ﬁl\(s) o 9. (62-25004)
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sugjecT: ""BIRDMAN OF ALCATRAZ"
THE STORY.OF ROBERT STROUD
( MOTION PICTURE }

A United Press International news release 4-25-62 discloses that
above-captioned motion picture was to be shown in Washington that evening before
a group of government officials, members of Congress and newsmen. The part
l of Stroud is played by actor Burt Lancaster. This news release indicates Stroud
was first imprisoned in 1909 and has since become an expert on birds and bird
diseases. Most of his imprisonment has been in solitary confinement. He is now
confined at the Federal prison in Springfield, Missouri.

INFORMATION IN BUFILES: Robest Qr/ vord

Bufiles disclose that Stroud was convicted of manslaughter in 1912

at age 18, in Juneau, Alaska. In February, 1922, he was transferred to Leaven-

worth Penpitentiary from McNeil Island, Washington. While there, he murdered
“an inmate and was sentenced to hang. This sentence was commuted by the President

and then Attorney General Palmer ruled the life imprisonment of Stroud should be in
solitary confinement. »

Since 1925 Stroud has been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next |
to his cell, together with a laboratory furnished by friends from the outside. He
has become a nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and bird diseases.

In December, 1942, the guard who transported Stroud from Leaven-
!Worth to Alcatraz advised that Stroud claimed to be making alcohol in his cell.

In 1943, Stroud was interviewed in connection with irregularities
lin Alcatraz and admitted having transmitted letters, documents and information

'out of prison through illicit channels.
REG-23  6d AL~ DG

In 1955 a book entitled "Birdman of Alcatraz, the Story of Robert’
Stroud" by,nThomas E. Gaddis, was published by Random House New"‘*YOYKMShortlyﬂ
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Jones to DeLoach memo
RE: "Birdman of Alcatraz"
The Story of Robert Stroud

-

after its publication, this book (apparently the basis for the motion picture),
was reviewed. The book made several references to the FBI of an innocuous
‘nature. There is one mention, however, of Stroud having been visited by the
Director in his cell at Leavenworth in 1936 when the Director purchased a
canary from him. The author claimed that although Stroud guaranteed to
replace this bird if it did not sing, prison officials later circulated gossip that
Stroud had sold the Director a painted sparrow. The Director has commented
regarding this statement to the effect, "He did sell me a canary and it didn't
sing."

[ The book also discloses an attempted prison break at Alcatraz

in 1946 and states "The FBI swept in to tie down criminal evidence for indict-
ments of prisoners on conspiracy and first degree murder. One by one, scores
of convicts were racked out of their cells for grilling by government agents."

r We did conduct an investigation at that time and many inmates were interviewed.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.
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lKennedy Rejects Plea

For Alcatraz Bird Man )\

Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy declared today that

|

of Alcatraz.”

well-meaning persons” to obfain
the elderly prisoner’s release

in the Department of Justice.

case, Mr. Kennedy stated the
Hreviewed Strouds

to take favorable action.
Earlier today, at a press g

he could not “in good consgignce” recommend .a com tation of
sentence for convict Robert Stroud, the 72-year-old nd Man |

'—-ijfﬁ?ﬂfﬁimey General told
Sttoud’s case was made to him and that the, efforts of “many

have received careful attention|plays the principal role in the

(3 Asked to comment on the|aleatraz,”

The Star that a full report on

here, Burt Lancastel actor who

upcoming film, “Bird Man of]
said he sincerelyl
feels that Stroud, who has spent

'Iparole Board, since 1937, has|52 of his 72 years in Federal

‘record | prisons, should be released..
annually and has never seen fit

The self - educated convict

in prison and became a leading
The flim

leamed several languages while

férénce m the statlel-H ton authority on birds.
- == "7 'hased on his life is to be re~
leased in July. ‘
Mr. Lancaster, Stroud’s at-i
,torney, Stanley Furman and
| ! Tom Gaddis, author 6f the book:
\ on which the movie was based,’
have joined force to secure the
elderly bird expert’s release.
| At the age of 19, Stroud was,
jconvicted of killing a man in'
Alaska. Thirteen years later—,
in 1916—he killed a Leaven-
worth prison guard. His bene-
factors said he was kept in
isolitary confinement for 43 of; i
the 52 years he has been: 1n}
prison. [

!soclates said they believe James
EV Bennett, the director of| |
Federal prisons, has bheen aj
stumbling block in- the ,cam-
paign to free Stroud. H

“I saw Mr. Bennett on one
occasion oly in 1956,” Mr. Fur-
man said,” and Mr. Bennett
indicated his feeling was that
a man earns his way into Al-
catraz and has fo earn his
way out.”

Stroud, after his transfer to
a Pederal penitentiary at
Springfield, Mo., two years ago,’

book “is a cell-out. -

\;:},

wrote to Tom Gaddis, the::
authes,. and said he_hoped the‘

x

‘,'/

‘il
Mr. Lancaster and his as- MCT Y 6

Trotter
Tele Room

Holmes
Gandy

q,

The Washington Post and

1E2= 45004

Times Herald

he~Washington Dally News' Al
[y “ =

NoT RECORDED

199 maY s

The Evening Star
New York Herald Trlbune
New York Journal-American

New York Mirror

1962

New York Daily News
New York Post
The New York Times
The Worker
The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

Date
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TO - Mr. Deloach DATE: 1-18-62

Trotter /_

> ) ~3 Tele. Room
O b ~/1 Holmes
L d
FROM MoA, oife /0 . i

f"

SUBJeCT: ~ ROBERT STROUD
“BIRDMAN OF ALCATRAZ"

BACKGROUND:

In connection with the recent publicity given to Stroud's motion picture,
"Birdman of Alcatraz, ""and the publicity about individuals who are interested in his
release from Federal prison at Springfield, Missouri, the Director has asked for a

summary on Stroud. e
= s o C}wy o
INFORMATION IN BUFILES: =" Mﬁfj : R

w’!
\ Robert/ﬁ'oud at the age of 18 was convicted of manslaughter at Juneau,
| [Ala.skaz in 1912 Wl’nle wamuuﬂwwm in Jx.uaxy,.lﬂZZ,

I{ he mugwred an _inmate for which he was.sentenced to hang, The sentence was commuted
i} to life imprisenment by President Wilson,and the then-Attorney General Palmer ruled
the life imprisonment of Stroud should be in solitary confinement. Since approximately
1925, Stroud h&d been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next to his cell in Leaven-
Worth and had a laboratory which had been furnished by friends in the outside world. He
subsequently became recognized as a nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and
bird diseases. - He authored a book, "Diseases of Canaries, ™ in 1933.

In December, 1942, the guard who transported Stroud from Leavenworth
!to Alcatraz stated that Stroud claimed to be making alcohol in his cell from fermented
grain, .

: Stroud was interviewed in. 1943 in connec’uon with irregularities in Alcatraz

aand admitted having transmitted letters, . documents and information out of prison thx;ough

illicit channels. 7,«» \

In 1955, Random House, New York, published a Wrdman

of Alcatraz, the Story.of Robert Stroud.™ This book was reviewed and it was noted that
there were several references to the FBI of an innocuous nature. With respect to a’
statement that Stroud was visited by the Director who purchased a chna?ry&fromiplm with
the guarantee it would pe replaced if it did not sing, in addltloggf_:gﬂ:h?e. gos§1p c1rcu1ated
among prison officials hat Stroud had sold the Director a pamted sparrow, the Director

noted, ''He did sell /ﬁ canary and it didn't sing." N g 2 ‘szgﬂ ,/ 30
1 - Mr. DeLoach ] @"‘&
EES!Q Y OSURE L 4 JUL 80 16z
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Jones to Del.oach Memo
Re: Robert Stroud

The book also referred to an attempted prison break at Alcatraz in 1946
" and stated, '"The FBI swept in to tie down criminal evidence for indictments of
prisoners on conspiracy and first degree murder. One by one, scores of convicts
were racked out of their cells for grilling by government agents.' The FBI did con-~
duct an investigation at that time and many inmates were interviewed. The book also
revealed that up until 1955, he had spent 46 years in prison, 39 of them in solitary
confinement.

The ""Washington Evening Star' of 4-26~62 revealed that Attorney General

Kennedy had been contacted by the Star about a commutation of Stroud's sentence.

This occurred subsequent to a press conference in Washington in which Burt Lancaster,

the actor who plays the role of Stroud in the film, "Birdman of Alcatraz, ' stated he felt

that Stroud, who had spent 52 of his 72 years in Federal prison, should be released.

Attorney General Kennedy stated he could not "in good conscience'f recommend a com-
“ mutation of Stroud's sentence. According to the Attorney General, a full report on

Stroud's case was made to him and that the efforts of "many well-meaning persons" to
obtain the elderly prisoner's release have received careful consideration in the Depart-
ment of Justice. In commenting further on the case, Mr. Kennedy stated the Parole
Board since 1937 has reviewed Stroud's record annually and has never seen fit to take
favorable action. Mr. Lancaster and his associates said they believe James V. Bennett
the Director of Federal Prisons, has been a stumbling block in the campaign to free
{Stroud. Lancaster; Stroud's attorney, Stanley Furman; and Tom Gaddis, author of the
book on which the f1lm was based, according to the newspaper item, have joined forces
to secure the release of Stroud. Furman stated he saw Mr. Bennett on one occasion in
1956. Bennett is alleged to have told Furman that ''a man earns his way into Alcatraz
and has to earn his way out. ™

Since its recent showing in Washington, Stroud's film, "Birdman of
Alcatraz, ' has been greeted with mixed emotions. Naturally, the sob sister segment
Jl1and the bleeding hearts are starting to generate interest in Stroud's release.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.
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Sen Edward V. Long (D-Mo ), as
" chairman of @ Senate Judzcwry sub-
‘committee concerned ‘with Federal

“Birdman of Alcatraz” The following
is based on official records, court pro-’
ceedings' and other data known to

fore available to other wrzters on the -
subject. .
A

» ' ('If;irst Kof‘ a Series)
i L
e By Eve Edstrﬁ(

StaftRéport ™~

”BERT FRANKLIN STROUD got

W&\‘?ﬂ'ﬁ?’ﬁﬁoﬁng the barten-

fer who welched on the $10 price that

prostitute XKitty. O’Bmen usually re-
ceived.

~ That happened in 1909 in Alaska

‘From that day to this, for more "than

half a century, Stroud has been in

Federal custody.

. His. life behind bars spans the evo-
lution -of the Nation’s prison system. -

“When he was convicted at the age
of 19, prison guards .carried clubs and
przsoners wore stripes, ate in silence
and were shackled to ceil bars as pun-
ishment,

Federal Pnson Dn:ector James V\
"Bénnett succeeded in changing all that ‘

~but he hever Hhas “succeeded in
chay-gx__ng-:sgroud now T2 and still at
Wwar with his keepersn f) ——
=S B L

Ayl

2

1 | penitentiaries, Has interested hzmself .
{'| i the .case -of Robert F. Stroud, the |

1 |sen. Long Much of it was never be- |-

MM = é AT 2
N T BT«‘("ORD‘?@
176 JUL 24 1962

Tp__dirgggal authorities, .Stroud, is
known as the most cunnmg and can-
t itankerous prisoner ever ‘to be their

i guest. To- the publie, Stroud is known
i)

as ‘the “Bn'dman of Alcatraz,” a self-
educated 'scientist who achieved a

taking research on the dlseases of
Ibirds. . 5 i

1 Two Vie'ws of Killina
i OR DECADES now, bird: lovers

i be "freed from his own eaged exist-
1 .ence. Currently, 2inew effort is un-
der way timed fo coincide w1th the
release of a motion picture purportedly
based on ‘Stroudislifes

In the public.mind, Stroud’s work
is proof of his rehabilitatidn. He_ has
‘won a Sympathetlc followmg because

of his, apparent .concern over the wel-

fare,.of birds. “In his book, “Stroud’s
‘Dlgest of the "Diseases " of Birds,” he
wrote:

“The Jives of hterally thousands of
birds, the heartbreak ‘of hundreds, of
blasted hopes have ‘gone 1into these
pages . . . For every truth, I have
blundered through a hundred erfors.

I have killed birds when it was al-

most -as hard as killing one’s children
.+« I have dedicatéd my book to the
prop051t10n that -fewer birds shall
rsuffer .because their 'diseases are not
understood.” | .

. world-wide reputation. for his" pains-

'have msxsted that Stroud should .

Aoy

e B TERRBEESEETS

o
The Washington Post and g? }:3

Times He+ald

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star
New York Herald Tribune
New York Journal-American
New York Mirror
New York Daily News
New York Post
The New York Times
The Worker
The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

Date

JULT 5 1962
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Father Clark W il Aid
Stroud F; reedom Fight]

HE REVEREND CHARLES DISMAS CLARK, S. 7T,
‘has révealed that he and his longtime assoma,ﬁe

attorney Morris Schenker, have joined the legal battle
to free Robert Stroud, who has spent 53 of his 73 years
in federal prisons, Father Clark said he is prepared
to offer Stroud food, clothing,|
shelter- and medical care when|at no cost to themselves, after
he is released from his present leaving ‘prison.

brison, ‘“the Fedela,l Mediecal
{Center at Springfield, Missouri}
~ The Jesum priest and M1
Schenker achieved interna-
tional fame as the founders ofe
|Dismas House in St. Louiskand Senator Edward V. Long,

eneral Robert F. Kennedy,

where thousands ‘of homeless) §(D -Mo.) Chairman of the Sen-,
ex=convicts have found a homejate Subcommittee oyz,.;;ta_iza.egal
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Father Clark repmted thatpicture,
he and Morris Schenker eachfptraz,” based on the story of
hent telegrams to Attorney|Stroud.

Penitentiariés, asking for

Stroud’s release.

“We may now even ask for
2 new trial -for Stroud;” said
mither Clark, who indicated
that his interést in the case
had been reawakened by news-

baper, television and ‘other re- !

ports about- the new motion]
“Bird Man of Alca-

Burt Lahcaster

. s
¥4 Tolson -
\7% Belmont ¥~

Mohr _

Callahan

Caur ;.”/

D 2
vans

Malone _7_;

Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele Room
Holmes
Gandy

as Stroud, has been touting

the country with Thomas E.
Gaddis, autI}or of the book on
which the film is based, and
Stanley Furman, Stroud’s- law=-
yer. -
Reminded that Stroud 1is
fervihg a life term for two

v

o

nmurders, Father Clark said he
has faibh in Stroud as a human
heing and would v

who sta,ned.Jhke to see the .aged man free.

The Washington Post and
Times He-ald

The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star

New York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-American 1 S

New York Mirror

New York Daily News

New York Post

The New York Times

The Worker

The New Leader

E;YQLOSU ‘fihe Wall Street Journal ____

- //"3“‘:":)/
EoL
- 2
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he National Observer

Date
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A Blfferent Breed 0f Bn.d—II

@Jjoud SayséMaih@r Rmned

Life She Helped Save

| Sen.Edward V. Long (D-
1 Mo.); as chairmen-of a Judi-
i cigry Subcommittée con
cerned with Federal peniten-
tidr ies,f has interestéd him-
‘ -»self in the case of Robert F.
~‘St’roud the “Birdman of Al-
catraz’ The following is

" Much of it was never before
available to writers.

Setond in a Series
:\X By Eve Edstrom

; ", ‘Staff Reporter

! It was largely through. the
xefforts of his 1 other that Rob-
_ert Frank] it mroud, “now|
“known- -as, thé”
4 ‘catraz,”” didn’t hang on April
: 23 1620 for k1111ng a Leaven-
q;j:h Penitentiary guard.
E But to this day the 72-year-
old Stroud expresses extreme
bitterness against his mother,

}blammg her for the events

which- ‘have caused him” £0" be

§1a Federal prlsoner.for 53.

years.
thoiight was tem-

. “M—},‘-.LHEKEL
{pered by her teachmgs ahd

said.

bagsed on official records, |
«court proceedings and other '
ddta known to Senator Long. |

*Birdman of Al-

prejudices and my life ‘was a
series of disasters,” he once
“I was taught to hate
my father before I was two:
years old.”

‘Stroud was born .Jan. 28,
1890 in a middle-class resi-

-dential 'neighborhqoq in Seat-

tle.

Departure fiom Home .
Constant bickering beé-

tween his parents, he has

said, kept him in “such a

rstate” that he- was unable to

male any progress. in schdol.,

His mother’s. “contifiual .dom-|

ination” made it “1mposs1b1e

'for me to develop the spirit of.

give and take so necessary

for success in later life” '
Stroud has given various ac-

counts of the events which,

‘triggered his ’departure fromj
|home at age 13. He related, ont

one ocecasion, that in. his 13th

year he “attempted to murder|

rny father and declared my

-complete emancipation from

parental of
kind:”

At another time he sald hlS

authority .any

‘parents had -sépatfated, leav-

ing him with hi§ mother, two.

Jboy most needs the «
‘+and guidance of a wis

| Wwas big énough.”

older step51sters aud..a.u,,manb-;
er brother. . g

“I was atfan age when af
jirection}
A father
and 1 found miyself dominated
by three women in a house-
Told where petty bickering
-nad becomé a habit. Naturally
I cut from. under as soon as I

Always good w1th his:
hands, particularly around
‘machihery, he picked up odd,
jobs as he ‘hoboed abouit the|
Umted States. Fmally, in 1907
when he was 17, he weént t0
Alaska to take part in thé
railroad building boom.
Distofted Accounts

Stroud’s record shows he
worked: as- a real estate sales-
man, péanut vendor ‘and: cook,
was convicted of larceny in
Katalla, Alaska, and then went
to Juneau There, on Aug‘ 23,
1909 he was séntenced in the
Umted States District Court
to a term of 12 years for hian-’
slaughtér.

Over the years flagramly {

4

rny

distorted ‘accounts of Stroud’s
offerise have been churneﬁ“ﬁztl

;'~-rf‘ "
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The Washington Post and ;&’3
Times Hev ald
The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star
New York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-American
New York Mirror

New York Daily News

New York Post
The New York Times
The Worker
The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

Date

JULY & 19862




] by thase_whq have sought to
i {free him. Stroud’s victim has
‘been pictured as; a “burly
‘Yukon miner” who violated

Stroud’s “first, last and only loon pockets_were turned in-

love.” -
Another version, attributed

to Stroud’s mother during her,|gone.”

efforts fo free him, suggests.
ithat Stroud “just away from
a sheltered home was the vic-
tim of a “bad woman of the
dance halls.”

“My poor boy, infatuated
with her, under hei influence
but e¢hivalrous and brave,
pleaded guilty to save her,”
Stroud’s mother was quoted,
in a widely reprinted article.

§ !Stroud’s offense state:

" “This man - (Stroud)
1 started. pimping for-a woman
of the streets who was -ad-
dicted to the use of dope. This
woiman was much older than
Stroud .and of a very low type,
even for that sort 'of woman |,

The ,woman Kitty O'Brien,
reportedly told Sttoud she
had been .abused by a local
er who “only paid her
v $2 whereas the usual and cus-i

But -official reports -of

. .|ary -at” McNeil Island ‘Wash:

Ftomary fee was $10.” Stroud
‘then went to the bartender’s
home and shot ‘him.  When
‘found, the baftender’s “panta-

'side out and what money he
was supposed to have had was

'No Sign of Struggle

“Nothing -about the room
would indicate that there had
been any struggle,” the: U. S.
:Commissioner feported. % ..
It is quite likely that Stroud
'would never have surrendered
himself--. . had he not known
he was recogmzed when'
coming out of (the) ‘house.”

On Aug. 30, 1909, Stroud -ar-
rived at'the Fed‘eral Peniterti-

McNeil was typical of the
‘prisons of its day.. Convicts
wore stripes, were served|:
meals from food: splattered
‘buckets and were sent to the
“hole” if ‘they got out of 'hne

But it was ‘at MeNeil, tough:
las it was, that S'croud .em-
'barked on his long career .of
'attemptmg tor preak prison
rules. Heé wanted a fellow

. |warning . . . striking him in

Jinflicted seven stab wounds-

pit;ll orderly, to owgé i
for him. The .orderly told |

prison officials and Stroud:

“carved” him up for “snltch-“

mg 2

Just before the noon mealn
on Nov. 1, 1911, Stroud at-
tacked the orderly “without

the ‘hack w1th .a knife” As
the -victim attempted to run
the length of the dining room
aisle, Stroud gave chase and

‘before guards disarmed him.
‘Subsequently, the warden re-
ported that Stroud regretted
that “he had béen “unsuccess-
ful” in thé effort to klll the
stool pigeom.

Stroud was tried’ for ithe as-
sault and sentenced to a six-
month" term consecutive to
the .gzéyéar senfence imposed
in Alaska:  Federal authcg-
ities .decided to take no more
chances with Stroud On.Sept.
5, 1912, he was shipped to one
of the - “hard joints;” the {U.
'S. - Penitentiary .at- Leaven
.worth, Kan |

Tuesday:, Stroud kzlls Lea-

inmate, who worked as a hos-
% ko ~

PR

vemvorth prison gum-’w




~B1t_Stroud—after piunging sulemita
through the heart of a prison guard
+—also is the author of this passage:

“The guard took sick and. died all
of a sudden—He died of heart trouble
~—I guess you would call it a punc-
ture of the heart—Anyhow there was
a kmfe hole_in it—I have never given
any reason for doing it so they won’t
bave much fo work on only that I
killed him and that won’t do much
good for I will admit that.”

Welcome Isolation

OR THAT MURDER—the killing

of guard Andrew F. Turner be-
fore 1200 inmates at the Leavenworth
Penitentiary March 26, 1916—Stroud
weént on trial for his life. He was sen-
ienced to be hanged and the gallows
were being built when President
‘Woodrow Wilson commuted his sen-
tence to life, ccmccctanns

Considered too dangerous to be
mixed with the general prison popu-
lation, Stroud was placed in segre-
_gated quarters where he was to re-
main for most of his adult life. Sub-
sequently, Stroud’s supporters viewed
this as cruel and inhumane pumsh—
mient. Actually, segregation was tailor-
made for Stroud’s purposes.

Back in the 1920s, it was not un-
usyal for a prisoner, especially a life-
termer, to keep one or two canaries
in-his cell. Prison industries were not
‘organizéd then and there was no em-
phasis on rehabilitation through aca-
demie learning. Wardens welcomed
any diversion to keep inmates from
going “stxr crazy.” “

'However, it was highly unusual for a
prisoner to raise as many ‘as 300
canaries at one time, to be given a
sécond connecting cell for an aviary,
to accumulate one-half ton of ‘equip-
ment, to operate a canary breeding
business for the sale of birds to the
general pubhc and to correspond with
2000 bird owners and breeders.

Stroud did -all these things. In addi-
dition, he used scraps of glass and
metal ‘to make scientific equipment

such as a microtome capable of §Llc1ng

tissue to /12,000th of an inch.

{

Distiiiery as a Sideline
p UT STROUD'S work was not just
for birds and bird lovers. When

» his cell finally was shaken down by

expérts, it was discovered that his
bird paraphernalia hid a honie-made
'still which was turning out 188 proof

_aleohol.

In addition fo moonshining, a letter-
smuggling operation was conducted
from his cell. Luefters were shipped
out in birdcages.

It was for violations such as these
—in addition to espousing homosexual-
ity—that Stroud earr.ed the reputation
as a prisoner who'could not be frusted,

_who was not rehabilitated even though
+he had some scientific accomplish- |

:ments to his credit.

Long before prison gates shut on
Stroud, he was a nonconformist. He
quit school at the end of the third
grade..‘hecause I was learning noth-
ing.” He fled his Seattlée home af age
13 because “home life was an awful
pain in the neck.”

During hw childhood, his personal-
ity was a paradox. He was “considered

very fimid,” a child who “hated
trouble,” one who “would walk blocks
to keep from having to offend any-
body.” Yet he was “continually having
trouble and serious trouble. Somebody
was always getting hurt.”

.On one occasion when his father
knocked him down, he reportedly
“came up out of the dirt with a rock
in each hand. The first one hit him
in the chést hard enough to break
two ribs. He treated me with respect
after that.”

Precocious Misanthrope

E HATED his father before he

was two and considered his
mother a “veritable Agrippina,” the
mother of Nero who was so possessive
that Nero finally arranged for her
murder.

He never had a meaningful, lastlng
relationship with any individual. Al-
though he once was close to his
"younger brother Mare, he ultimately
turned on him for bungling his affairs
and berated Marc for being on the
outside during “the 10 most prosper-
ous years this Nation has ever had, yet
you are not a millionaire.”

Stroud “married” as he did every-
thing else—to gain personal publicity
and to show 'his superiority over
others by finding a way to do some-
thing~that_2ould not be donegpec——x

¢z

“Can't Is a st_range little word,” he
once wrote. ~“Many persofs—Tail on

their faces in Oriental obeisance at its

merest mentionr . . . To some, it is a
refuge from the futility of their exis-
tence; to others, it is an alibi, a sop
to.their conscience . ..

“To me, it has always been like_the
- 0,= e &‘—4'30 l

flag is supposed to react on a bull;

whenever anyone says ‘can’t’ to me, I

ask myself: ‘Why and why not? .

For regardless of the proposition, one

usually can if one wants t{o.”

And so when it looked as if prison
officials were going to put a halt to
Stroud’s bird business and transfer
“Him from Leavenworth to Alcatraz,

Stroud took himself a “bride.” ‘

FTER DETERMINING+ that Leav-
A enworth was part of the Louisiana
Purchase Territory and that Congress
had enacted no marriage laws for
the reservation, Stroud maintained
that the 1803 Treaty of Paris, recog-
nizing marriages entered into by the
signing of a simple contract, was still
in effect. He drew up a contract whi‘;.‘
was signed by himself and his busrl
ness partner on the outside, Deila’
Mae Jones. She filed it with the Pro~~
pate Court in Leavenworth and the'

3 Federal Court in Topeka.

% The Justice Department refused to
recognize the -validity .of the marriage
and Della’s name was removed from -
the list of Stroud’s approved ecorre-
spondents. But she wvisited enough
newspaper offices with ‘the marrlage
contract to start a new public clamor -
for Stroud’s release and fo gain him
permission to conduct his businéss as
usual.

Stroud always had a compulsive
need to do the big thing, He could
never achieve this on the outside. Al-
though he -went to Alaska to partici-
pate in the railroad-building boom, he -
wound up as a peanut vendor, cook
and pimp.

But in prison, Stroud ﬂounshed Al-
though he had only a third grade edu-
cation when he eritered prison, he took
courses which showed he_ was operat-‘
ing at a college level. He had a verbal
intelligence quotient of 139 and an
.overall rating of 130.

Apnpallod by his ‘own lack of kt‘mw-

§

Tt
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. which he had acquired. He studied
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ledge, ‘he took courses in English: and
taught himself to usé.an: old typewnter -

astronomy, bactériology, biology,. chem-' !
jstry, the classics, thé French, Italian,

. Latin and Spanish languages, .mathe-‘
- matlcs, ornithology and pharmacology. .

i

§
y

. glue, -nails, pamt typewmter supphes,

. eggs. foir them ‘the year arournd but .
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- all Stroud wanted ‘was
. of b1rdseed » Actually, on one occa—
' gioh, a partial list of his “requue-

?,

; supply of fnoirth wash -and adheswe o

. LA sedréh ‘into ‘the causes wof bird

Blrdseed Ete. g
A.S HE BEGAN raising birds, his.
demands -upon prison .officials ﬂ‘ ‘
were endless. The public thought that
“g little b1t ;

i

fhents”, included:

Seed—rope, hemp, canary aiid tonic— mo
in 100-pound lots; "mineral food, cuftle} '
bone, disinfectant, insecticides, louse ]
powder, sodium Fluonde, sodiuin per}
. -borate; -catton, ¢ups, wiré, sheet steel,,

%

green féod for birds in wintér; fresh

especially during the breeding season; > ‘
new stock; meal‘ worms; ‘bacteriological -
glassware; including test tubes, bak-"
&r'’s funnels. and thermometers;, and &
" mhaterials. for makmg and: testing cu1~
" tures. e :

Whenever Stroud didn’t get his way,.
‘he complained t6 Washingtoii. One !
complalnt forwatded to the Attorney‘;
{General, acciised the ptrison adm1n1s-i
tration: of refusing him an adequater

tape. 'Questioned about this, Leaven—
‘worth’s ‘warden replied:

é tzon by the-gallon. in fact, hé has been, ‘

., “using” it in conhnection with his bird-'|

‘; ! raising. He wants -adhesivé tape by.‘{
; thé roll, which he has been wusing o, I

l
s af
“He wants the «(mouth washy solu-f*

paste boxes together. el

“He' has beern furnished a reason-ﬂ
dble amount of adhesive tape to be‘*’
used in case of skin abrasmns bt not’ 1
sufﬁcxent to maké hoxes. He has been“
furiished a -6-oiifice 'bottie of . 8o
© lution .as a mouth wash but not suf;,
ficient to disinfect. his b1rd cages i

“if

. A- Romantlc Concelt S
vS STROUD began té6 conduct re-;

diseasés .and to pubhsh his fmdmgs in
bird jouknals, his ego knew 16 bounds P
Hé likehed himself to the Count” of
Cristo, declaring that hlsf:
“trlals, triumphs and unbelievable aéf &)
‘complishménts” otitstripped those of'i,
the fictional hérg. On other occasmns”
he likened Hhimself to Columbus and‘
to Louis Pastéui in - suggestmg thatl

Ais_. original  discoveries _maj;_ched{

;_-wmw"—:'n’-w"‘i’ﬂ:ﬂ LR LA kR

? Lthelrs L - !

“in 1937 but ‘was turned down,-

 Tesistéd: every attempt to return him
. to the igeneral prison population as,-
- the first Step toward.-giving. him “his

govermng his act1v1t1es and llvmg ar»i
rangements while in custody. He'3

' ‘wanted 500 square feet of floor spacel

“divorced from thé regular prlsonq
routine” but preferably “on our side %
of ‘the -walls” and a special thailboxi
number “to be paid for by me and'3
to appear on my statlonery and in my-
advertising.”

Stroud also wanted a pI‘lSOIl emplo./e !
—college educated, not lazy, of pleas- )

.4 ant disposition and inquiring mmd-—-

to ‘be assigned to him .to conduect his-¢
business affairs. In eXplaining this re= 4.1
-quest, Stroud noted. that many excel-“;
lent men were in the embploy of the*
prison system’-but were wasting the1 Ly
talents “on jobs fit for morons.” it
“Why not give one of them a break"”

.~he asked. “Put him in coinplete chargew

of nie .and iy affau:s 3w % ra1s1ng hisss
pay to $2000 a yeab, I will. pay his

-wages and raise thein' some more the !

oy

‘minute the businéss justifies it ... it
admit that this has never been done‘ ‘
That is. why it is ,g0od. Big men do‘*41
not follow precedents3 they create ;
them:” *

Needless' to ‘say, Stroud’s scheme ’
was not .adopted. He proposed it Jqu;I
after he had become eligible-for parole:»
Each
year since then, his case has been re
vxewed and' parole ‘has been’ demed

. 'f{'

" Owni Parole Teiris

TROUD S supporters 1ns1st that thq;
Blrdmans fallure to win his freés:
dom is the result of & personal Ven“-v
detta against him by Federal prlson*
| officials.” Actually, Stroud is a problem

# inherited. by the Federal Bureau of's -

Pr1sons When it 'was organized in: 1930;
Its mandateé from Congress was [

*clear It was to end prxson abitses and:‘
- begin a piorieering effort to rehab1htate

prisoners. But ‘Stroud has conslstently}‘

_M..u.,.m_«,_L

release. He fights any thanhge - that~
would deprive him of his bird emplre

"And just as he has wanted pr1son"
on his own terms, he wants to set the -
conditions of his parclée. Heé.does notx
bélieve, for example, that traveling -
restrictions should be placed upon him.
And in recent years he has e;{pressed'“
unwillingness to accept an "offer of‘
a ‘héme=ana a job.earing for birds 1f
parole were granted

Ar————g

N A

5

+ would enjoy taking care -of a flock of
, case,”
. Was always the most drudging chore
" to me, - and they were my. birds, -]
’ ‘accept such employment from anhyone:
_ they are trying to tie on me, I think
- on fighting fight from where we are {,
‘rather than tfy to make pleasing con-7|:

. CESSIOI’]S foim e

..about Stroud’s life, it is that he always
- has refused to make.any concessions. "

" %I Have speiit years of my lite With: |
birds -and: :this man imagiites tHat’ I

bn:ds—wluGh at my -age is not the
he has written: “Thaf, to nie,

one that I was willing to undertake
only bécause it was one avénue open~

« .. T most certainly weuld never
élse . . . If that is the kind of strings

the wise thing to do will be 6 keep |

to. -appease others.” "R
If theret is -one . consistent factor

“I have xmever been conquered. Iw
never will be conquered,” he has said. -

So prison ‘has been his home for:
53 yedrs. ‘ &

NEXT:.The Birdman's Eoily=Sifer ’




Stroud's Dlgesi' on i'he Diseases of Blrds
By ROBERT :STROUD -~

: America’s forémost -adthority o .avian,theérapeutics ; .
We dre now, accepting advanct -orders for- STRC yp’s DIGEST,, -the -most temarkable  :
i treatise on bird diseases -evér.atteiupted. The work is. Tiow 4in the hands of the printer.
Delivery within 90- days guaranteed. . Your remittance now will mak thig' possible. " -

Edition Limited—ORDER NOWY N

bre¢der the complete life work of the most unusual researcher the world has produced
since Louis Pasteur..
Approxlmately 700 Pages = .87 Platcs — 210 Indwx ual’ Drawmgs‘-o 300 Sub]ects
ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED

500 Cross Reference_

y -of ’598 “Techinical Terms . , ]

This \vork contains ,a,'completc report of the Robert Stroud o] gmal researches, and it
has been his ambition to o arrange* this mztenal #hat. the fmost inexperienced. bréeder; \ ©
obsérving a single sympton: ot lésion in - ck bitd can, b an of the cross referencés,
trace down, the-disease; make an accurate' Fnosig and ledrd all that 1 xs known»about that i
particufar. di id mafter of minutes.

Appendix gives mformatlom on the doses. of d ags
preparaflon of tissue; the shipment .of bodies s Aand, pathologxc te¢hniquey One authority,
after examining ‘thi¢ fhanuscript;. said s “This "3 ot -a: single “book; it isva rultitude of
‘books; it is.a-Complete ;symposium'. of médical scxeﬁce a§ :applied to bird diséases, brought
.\vnthm the grasp of, ~thev otdinary pcrson. No bird- brcedcr or ‘podltryman can possml)
‘aﬁord to.'be without it. . 2

DON'T LE? YOUR BIRDS.DIE:":‘ORDER KOW! i

| - ‘ ¢ Usqgl discomit fo - dealers. =
P"ce $5 00. ) .ordering” 3ix ‘or Joreé ‘copxes

: Address al orders to «
: L. G MARCUS, Agenl- foi Robert ‘Stroud
3810 West 46th Strect B . Mmueapohs, Minhesota 3

Witk -this book we bring to the veterinary profcssujn @s well as to thc"m perienced bird 4}

The information you want==When you want it! 1.

53 the cxamxnatxon of ~the ‘bloods: thc &

Av Stroud ad,for his bird' book from the February, 1943, flmprwan ’Canary
b Mega%[t ¢alls him “the rost unusual researcher the world has _Dro

‘Vduted since Louis Pasteur : o ‘ . .
S i "

R P - -- e e i, SRR B R SN oo AR

*” »

Stroud ( left) bemg taken to F cle‘ 1 District

Geuzt=anKansas City by two officers TeCQHEL s

. for_the latest of his many hearings.

B
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1 LLH e and abuses
e O e L Oﬂs gﬁg it does not

: e National
“No MoreBirdseed! ”Rymﬂl Dotler
the Prison (@mmigsic mn: aq.
; So J{iller Stroud ainistration
Must Give Up H? vnits in
Beloved Pets

“Tiic impacts

<TNDAT 0T
G ay

Ys

"t
%

result in a

oduct.

k in hous-
5905 re-
all mem-

Hto estimate

order on

Executive
zonal biases
proup ¢F wim. |, 2NCy which

‘Mrs. E. L. Stroud Shown With Some of the
Keepa in Her Home. The Bir{; Woere Raised

Robert Sgeu'd, in the f."li;‘\' hich lL. HM“
litary; i t for ars, He Mas, 3§
Tour Sheic Ahover m Righe, thyrvu o Me interest
: of the.Prisoner, ructured
them. He fed them with :,e];&,gg 8:'1-___'ltS (SiZe,

nauragyune) which
cumstanies a 4. ..
wigt nave Niific ap-
roU! .
worked mghvition of a
s :gﬁz;';i?ol;:_‘.xose most
el «fcv’efl greater
“aufpied RmyOm  the
thegzease na] stim-
covhipracted
mesk Outof and of
his 41 he @ !
dolfy worty must be
2 4% of & .
e -

crumbs from his spa
rison meals and t i
rm:d. He trained them'
that at his command they

would lie on their backs and *‘play
dead.”

RITRTIAT -
Mes, B, L. Stroud, of Kanmsas Cuy,
Musouri, Shown With One of Her
Sen’s Bird Cages. She Spent $10,000
in Saving Him Fram the Gallows, He
¢ Put in Solitary—Then Proceeded
To Support Her by Raising  Fine
ies. Now He Must Give Up His
Hobby—and Her Support—B of
s New Prison Rule,

WENTY.THUREE years ago, in a
harrodm in Juneau, Alacks, a

In Stroud, these sparrows awakened
his old boyhood love for pets, Finally
the warden permitted him to get 2
canary. A year later the canary was
gren a mate.  Stroud was delighted.
The prison- rules gradually vielded to
stop  a liberal*interpretation so that Stroud
Mes.  might have materials to make -cages,
This he did, industriously.

8 } . In the natural course of cvems,
o bird fancier ever  there wore little canaries,  After the
first lot were hatched there was an.
other lot, then another, Soon there
were three solid rows-of cages; each
FEInR & pair of healthy songsters,

«g

Iy bird fxnciers would
at the Kaneas City address where
Stroud lived and ask for Mr. Stroud,
She would simply answer that her son
Wwas not at home,
learned his secret.”

buerly Yukon miner War Npping
& whickey and soda. At a table near-
by st g dark-huired woman, not

; mag Kt
him to do xomething for the
mother who had spent her last cent to

It rnabled

r n - 3 cent to  conl w 111 8 report
JouRK, not part:culaply uttractive, cer- #2ve him from execution—and it alio  axtej completely around the cell. 2
tainly not “unaccurtomed to unchivegognubied him to cheat the sinister  They re excellent birds, well taken t one won-
lrous advances. At another tabla £at ectre of impending madness, By his care s, well-bred, t
mobert St ieation to w. 3 e

2 youth of tweni

his cangries; ty¢€ on such

Iev wwosCl LLAL LHEY |
the world. If we cut
ing them even food,
indeed . . . Mr. Chair;
munist empire has |
empire is still making
More and more, the,
and Bamboo curtains
Shall we now rever
President, and :aband
been made through ot
to the people of Yugoi
The House answered!
in its vote on foreign .
portunity to repair thy
inflicted by the Senat:
dent and the, country t
ing with a changirg C
is in order to. those Y
in the House.

Ariists in Crin
It is another token
fashionable thieves now.
loot as money. They t
tacular theft of 35 md
now brings the total v4
to around $7 million.
that any of the canvasse
markets, the conclusion
was crime for art’s sake
Fiction, as always,
.G. K. Chesterton’s sup¢
about Father Brown, ¢
a French gentleman-tk
who lined a grotto with
the best galleries of 'E
Father Brown saved t]
held an .exhibition of {
Perhaps itheré is a m

~ crime that Scotland Ya

elude conventional pre
a Duveen of the undexr
sibly an appeal to vani
than a threat of prisol
have been known to aci
esthetic sensibility than
a museum or gallery.
tive feat. A moment o!
prove ‘the irresistible |

Jdvated by a Father Browa is aroun¢
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. Coming Sunday

0-19 (Rey. 3-2-62) X -

suoum “THE BIRDMAN" BE FREED'.-%‘

a 7-part series by staff reporter Eve Edstrom

Should Robert Fc.:%froud,'better known as “The
Birdman of Alcatraz,” be allowed to go free after
spending more than half a century behind prison
walls? Public opinion sways in favor of Stroud
who once made amazing strides in discovering
cures for the diseases of birds. A sympathetic por-
trayal of his life has been made into a motion
picture.

Yet, Federal authorities agree that Stroud - ~

is where he belongs. Minus sensationalism and
sentimentality, Eve Edstrom describes Stroud’s
actual behavior in this revealing series of articles
starting Sunday in Outlook.

@@e Washington Post

A \ For home delivery

Ty
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REG. L3 %5ty -Z30ctober 10, 196
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Lear) - 5
Your letter of Getobsr 2nd has been received. =2
“hile I appreciate your interest in writing to me, I regret s 3

that I cannot be of assistance. It has always been my policy
to refrain from becomins involved in matters which are not
within the jurisdiction or scope of responsibility of the ¥BIL
I hope you understand the reasons for this policy.

Sincerely yours,

nt el e TV

NOTE: We have had previous correspondence with She vas
sent an in-absence letter over 1liss Gandy's signature on August L3th in
which she was provided material to assist in writing an article about the
Bureau. For this reason she is being t a direct declination rather thci an
in-absence letter at this time. Robert Stroud, for whom correspondent is

to solicit aid, is a convicted mur'aérer recently transferred from
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to a less severe institution, who because of his personal

attltudes and assaultlve record has never been given consideration or
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TRUE COPY

October 2, 1962

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I hate to bother you, as I realize how extremely
busy you are, but what I'm writing about is very important to me
and a group of my friends.

We have been sent information about getting Robert
Stroud realsed, and also got a petition from the "Committee to free
Robert Stroud. " It suggested that if many people would write to the
high officials that when his final plea for release comes up before
President Kennedy it would possibly be of help to him.

I wrote to the President and one of my associates
wiote to the Attorney General. Please help us Mr. Hoover, I told my
friends that I'd written to you before and would do so again.

Mr. Stroud is not a bad man, you can see this for
yourself by reading about his bird study. He is in a good mental state
of mind and deserves to be free.

I ask you again, Mr. Hoover, please open your heart
and help us to help him get his freedom.

Please write back to me if you find the time and please
act soon as his time is running out fast.

On behalf of my fellow associates I would like to thank
you in advance for the attention I'm sure you will give Mr. Stroud.

Sincerely yours,
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Dear ‘e 5 2
-5 I
‘ Your letter of September 1st has been receivedin & —=
, s =
e -2

Mr. Hoover's absence from ‘¥ashington. I know that he will be
appreciative of your interest in writing him.

Sincerely yours,

Helen W. Gandy
Secretary \/ i 3 Ve
TAILED 5

[~y

\Jt—-l "‘— }V,_

CoMMFEL_ NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Correspondent
refers to Robert*Stroud, convicted murderer, who has consistently

been given no encouragement or lehiency relative to release in view

of his background and personal attitudes, despite numerous citizens'
efforts to secu sympathy for him. The Director did visit Stroud

at one tnﬁe years ago when f)re%musly confined in the U, S. Penitentiary
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TRUE COPY )
September 1, 1962

Sir:

I have just finished reading a book called ""Birdman of !
Alcatraz." I have read that in 1936 you visited one Robert Stroud L7C |
known as the "birdman' of Alcatraz. I wondered if'you would =
give me your first hand impression of Mr. Stroud.

Thank you for taking the time to read this.

. Sincerely yours
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February 26, 1963

/7 .
Tolson _LL

Belmont
Mohr
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DeLoach
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Trotter ..
Tele. Room =___'"*
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Holmes
Gandy

Dear

Your letter of IFebruary 20, 1963, has been

"!
-t

100N ONIQYIN-n,93..
deld 6T 47 93

received.

Although I would like to be of service, information ..
contained in the files of the 1*BI must be maintained as confidential
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is

available for official use only.

You may desire to consult available references
in your local library for possible data regarding the individual
you mentioned. I have also referred a copy of your letter to
the Bureau of Prisons, United States Department of Justice,
Washington 25, D. C., for what assistance that Department

can offer you.
.
Sincerely yours, l’;/ X
J. Edgar Hoovet N/
fp
[
John Edgar Hoover {y./' a

Director -
/

NOTE: i¥fiss L{Bost is ot identifiable in Bufﬂes Robert Stroud,
author of the book "Birdman of Alcatraz™ from which the recent
movie was made has been in prison since 1912, Stroud was 18 years
old when first convicted of Manslaughter. ‘Stroud is well known as a

result of the recent movie. T
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Feruary 20, 1963

Federal B ureau of Investigation
Washington D.C.

Dear Sirs

I have just seepsthe movie "Birdman of Alcatraz" refering
to the 1life of Robert "Stroud. I am very much interested in
this man and would appreciate it very much if you would send
me any and all information you have on this man or might
direct me to somewhere where I might obtain this information.

Thank You.

— .

%

Sincerely yours
dip
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Dear
Your letter of Cetober 30th has been received and
I want to thank you for your confidence in my adminigtration of the
FBI.
With respect to your inquiry, it is suggested you may
wish to write to the Bureau of Prisons, U. S. Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C. 20537, for much of the data you requested.
Sincerely yours, - re
R L1
3, Edgar Hooved +

MAILED, 10.
NOV 91965
COMM-FBI

1 - Seattle - Enclosure
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Stroud's book,
"Birdman of Alcatraz,’ noted that Mr. Hoover visited his cell in 1936 and
bought a canary Whlch was guaranteed to sing. With respect to this,
P on a memorandum in 1955, Mr. Hoover noted "he did sell me a canary
el - and it didn't sing."
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Third Sunday sfcer bplﬂhany, January 2~, L1969
eleven o'clock .

OMGAN PRELUDE -~ Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring - Bach
CALL TO WORSHIP '~ Choir
LITANY - page 14
SCRIPTURE ILESSONS

Epistle: Remans 12:16-21

Gespel : Matthew 8:1-13
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND- OFFERING e e
CHOIR ANTHEM ~ All Hail The Pove:

< James Elloy =

DOXOLOGY.

BYMT NO, 689 “"How Firm A Foundation"

SERMCN: REFUSE NOT HIM THAT SPEAXKETH
Text: Hebrews 12:25

INVITATION HYMN NO, 434 '"Roc'~ of Ages"

(You may crme forward at this timé to confess before
men that you wish to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
your personal Saviour. The Elders and prayer warriors
will pray with you following the service and you will
depart newly blessed in your soul.)

BLNSNICTION
ORGAN POSTLUDE -~ Praise God Frow Whom All Blessing§
Flow -~ Bach
* % %

WELCOME TO VISITORS - We are happy you have come auxi
our prayer is that God will reveal Himself to you in
fii= love and power as yon worship with ns. '"Fzith

> th by bearing and hearing by the word of God." “ou
will get the Word of God here for we believe all of His
Word

EVENING SERVICE - The service at 7 pwm is a ‘oy to
shere in and we want all to get its blessings before
beginning enother wee God will —eet you a41d give
strength for all your needs Co e touight'

JOH™ HUSS PLAY - Tell otlers sbou~ the splendtd =v
inar-ring drama o be g¢Te;:d bore ' Bok Joses Unlver-

N

sity Febr.ary 1k-.7. 2 v QL. fFo, v Joues.

. - -

PARSONAGE TELEPHONE »+ 708-4770 CHURCH - 788-6060
W .
PRAYBER LIST: Mr. and Mrs. Abner Alexander and family,
Leonard and Lily Howard, M.A. Ward, Mrs. Frank Smith,
Mrs. Addie Tuttle, Mrs. C,B, Cody, May Marshall, Alton
Watkins, Pauline Stewart, Mrs. Grace Pellomy, Betty
Holleman, Sam Hutchins, Warner Mahaffey, Jesse Thorninn,
C.L. Mays; MILITARY: Perry Barrett, David Lembeth, Jr.
Pete Christian, Richard and Kent Mays, Jack L. Crews,
Bill Dehn, Murry Mechum, Billy Meadows, Jimmy Turner, La-
rry Réich, Larry Pfau, Don Poindexter, CGeorge Smith Rus-
sell Masten, Johnny Taylor, Danny and Johnny Raines;
MISSICNARIES: Marilyn Andrews, Barbara Jones, Katie Tal-
bert, Cary Johnsons, Kathy and Les Bruce, Manuel Arernas,
Bill Sasnet, Rev. Furedjien, Bob Griffin, Dr. Robert
Rapp, Mrs. Beckon, Rescue Mission, Joy Ranch, Rev. Wurm-
brand, all persecuted believers, Miss Philips, P. J. Mat-
hew, G.E. Lorne, Paul Voronaeff, Dr. Ceorge Hopkins,
Lernard Hopkins, Glenn Abel, Mrs. thNaught Gordon Wol-
fram.

GONFIRMATION CLASS: The Pastor will begin a class for
boys with Bible- memorization, to begin two weeks fr:m

yesterday. Time: 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays. All youth
must have special instruction for membership in Bible

Moravian Churcl by ruling of the Poard of Elders.

SFECIAL PATRIOTIC PROGRAM ON RADIO -~ Tune in February

1, this coming Saturday for a program running continuous-
ly from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Station WGPL (FM), 931.

(See bulletin insert.) -

MEN IN.AUTHORITY - These are special days for America.

The President and every official down to the courthouses
need the prayers of God's people as they seek to undo

the mess that has been piling up for yesrs. They will be
subjected to mercilless attacks of Satan as they take their
stand and hold ground against the Devil. Pray for God's
Spirit to baptize them with power and courage and grace.

II Chronicles T:14 is our only hope.
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Pastor ... ... .. . . Rev. David R. Jones

705 E. Sprague Sireet, Winston-Salem, N. C. < T

. v

Board of Elders

D. R. Jones ... .... U iR e ........ Chairman
H. L Masten ......... immsRIEwEEy s @ ....... Vice Chairman
R.S. Disher .............. e <, . Secretary
W.W.Stewart .................... Treasurc_er:.‘E.);-ofﬁcio Membfer ‘

J. D. Everhart, €.'B. Cody, D. L. Lambeth

-

Sunday School Superintendent .......... 8 e i Y - H L. Mgs+ép‘..
Organist ........... U, ". Mrs. R. S. Disher .

- e - g

Building Committee
H.L.Masten ............ G EISEEE R, B . Chairman

D. R. Jones +............ '. . T ............ Se’cr;—:fary
R. S. Disher, W. W. S'I'gwgrf, .!ames_éuclé, Curtis Craig, Charl;as Pitts. ’

Weekly Services

Sunday School ................... e o 9:4!.3 A.M‘..
Morning Worship ............ e e o 11:00 AM.L
Evening Worship .................. ... .. ... ..., . T:00P.M.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ...... T e ;.... 7:330 P. M.
Prayer Meetings i ; Lo ,'
Tuesdays (Women) .............. A T t9:00 AM.
Saturdays (Children) ... 2.0 ... ..............0700 10:00 AM.
Saturdays (Men) ......... ... ... i 7:00 P. M.
Radio Program
Saturday (WKBX, 1500 ke) ...........ccovvnnnnn... 9:30 AM.
LITHOGRAPHED BY MWM COLOR PRESS, INC., AURORA, MO., EARL ROBERTS, BOX 275, WEL&OME. N. C, 27374 46,834

“Bitle Moravian Church

(Independent and Unaffiliated)

Founded 1457
Renewed 1967

701 E. Sprague St.
Winston-Salem, N. C:

.

Our Stand

The Bible is the infallible Word of God, verbally inspired and without error. Be-
cause synods, bishops and councils tend to usurp its authority, we disavow them.
(John 17:17).

The Lord Jesus Christ, Saviour and God, is the only hope of lost men for heaven;
His shed blood the only remedy for their sin. (I John 1:7). He is coming again
to catch up the- believers to heaven and then He will judge and rule the world.
(1 Thess. 4:17; Matt. 25:31). '

There is a literal eternal hell and a literal eternal heaven. {Matt. 25:46).

All men must be born again of the Spirit {John 3:6,7) and should receive the ful-
ness of the Spirit to serve the Lord (Ephes. 5:18).

I+ is the joy of Christians to proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad until He
comes again. (Acts 1:8).

I |
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- é January 30, 1969]|Tele. Room
. Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Birector : l

Federal Bureau of Investigation 7 g T
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B Washington, B.C. o , : =
BPear Mr. Hoover: | - L : é ' ;
I have some young Christian boys who are greatly admiring this very ; o
celebrated inmate of Alcatraz, the "Birdman". A book wag written'on. & .
*his 1ife and prison exp(}iences authored by one name&”(!a/:ils., The - ;
inmate's name is Robert Stroud. The book became a movie and the movie Cb ;
was shown on TV recently. : i ®
- ~ i

T became interested in this man who is being lauded so highly and quite 8 -
another version of this "Birdmen of Alcatraz" came to me. It seems 'bhat‘-‘i’ g |
a Federal agent who was connected with his case protested publicly that m
Hollywood was building up a two-time murderes and a sex pervert, " If thls :
is the case, I want to divert the boy to a more worthy idol. .

Can you advise me as to the facts in this case? I am very apprec " ;
of any help you can offer.

Sincerely yours, i
bo {
b7C
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