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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Toner, Mark C 
Frjdav Seotpmbpr 28 2012 6·39 PM 

Tl ------------------~~ . ~.;I ~~~-------..Jios PA Medi~q,· ----....l 
Re:OSAC 

L---------1~ what do you guys think of this? 

FromJ ______ ___,.l 

TO- foner Marie C · . 

Sett• Erjday Seotember 28, 2012 05:59PM 

Cc l OS PA Mediajr------
Subject: RE: OSAC 

OS cleared response. Sorry it took so long. 

OS Response to Media Query 
~eptember 2~, 2012 

Fox News (Justin Fishel) 

b6 
b7C 

b5 Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report Re: 9/11 Anniversary 
b5 Per DOS 

From: Toner, Mark C . 
Se~t· Friday Sentember 28. 2012 12:3lp0 
Tol Jos PA Medial 
Subject: RE: OSAC L...--------1 
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b6 
b7C 
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: : . "b6 : 
b7C 

..... . : . · . . 

b5 Per DOS 

.··· ·· 
· · •. b6 Per DOS · 

: .: . b7C .. 
. ·1.. • . . 

·'Here i~the .a.Ueg~dtext thatwas··supposedly included ir'l a.9SAC re·rrorism·and _ Import:a~t _ Dates . · .,~ -;: __ · . ·.. · ·· 
.. re.lea~e put o_ufo,n Sep 6; 2012 . . TI!~·.-·complaint being<r:nade is that th~ _r,epprt was scr,ubbed·.-frq~ the·.~- . . 

_ . webs.lt~ · .afte~- -SeP.· _11111• ,9f course J have no w~y to venfy. that th~re ~yen,yas ~_report~ · It's ·_cl~ar- tha.t ..... . ·; . 
. . 'the.rEi,rt is ·nr bn the Website. So if you can a~ .if tliere ever W;iS a. reJio~ that .woUiclibe grf!at. · · ~ · ·' · . 
'Thanks -· · · · · · : · ··· · ·· · · 

•' •• , l • •••.• .•. 

.. ·. 
. .-.Justin . . 

.... . ·r 
.. .. \' . 

http:UW\VW.cricon.org/2012Losac·no-credible·-threat-on-91Fanniversar)t-date . . ;": : ... , . :.·.:. 
. . •!1 :• .-·· . ' . ·, . . .. · .. . . ,', . . . . _ .. ··- ..... .. 

. . : QSAC;f 11o credib!e threat On 9!11." anniver~ary:date :· :, • .: 
September 6, 2012 By Bob Klamser ', '.' 

. . I . . 

_ · _-· OS~-~ rei~~ thel following repon o~ 6 Sejltembe~. 2012: 

. Terrorism and I~po~nt ·Da~es : 
:: . ~/6/2012'< ·.·:.. ·' .· . . _;· . 

'· .. , 

··.· : 

Summary 
OSAC cl)Jj"ently h~:no- c~~~j~le info~a~ion to sugge~t th~t al-Qa'.ida 9r_ any other te;orist:group·is p_lotting ~Y ·, ;·'~· • 

. kind:ofattack ove~~slo cQi~cide .~th the upcoming anniversary·ofSeptemberJ'l. However, _consd~~rits .- _ ·__ ::. 
,_0:'9fte!l ha~e conce~}. ·~~und. im~rtiin~ flat~s, ~o~id.~ys~ -~d tti~j~r. eyen~.-p~n time~ •. ~ese oo_Q<::e~s __ are .the . 

:· . ~esult of •.n.,9.re~e~.med1a attention to the·tssue, ra~er than ~redtble evtdence· of a :terrQnst plot. . ·. . 

_-:, __ ·. ~Je i~ ~s -~e:th~il ln. th~ -~e_rm~~ <?f_.the ~y~2, :i911 ~ai<!.on :~~~a.·~.ih La.d~~·s co~p~~din, ~~<j·~bad~ · 
·: ~ :-.P~lstan, several .medt~- sources repoqed··on vanous documents·recoyered_duq.ng .th~ :ra1d · that suggesteq --~-; · ·: .. .. ~: . 

,_;, ,.': .Qa~ ida was. s·eeking1 to_:cO.nd~ct significant a$cks ·6n major holidays and ,anniv~rsaries;. ther¢ are:po''indi~tions~ .. ' .: 
. 'that any <)f'these plans 'were ever' operational·. ·OsAc ronstituerits should review tlt.~ir. Jocai emergency action .: .- · . . .- · . 
. plaiis' and ·s.ecuniY ~rotocols ahead. pfmajor. u.s. holid~y~ and. ann~ve~ary dates. . . . ·_. . . .:· . . 

'-: ·.- TeiJ~risni ~d He>li~ays/AnniversaryDat~s . ·. ·.. . :-. ·- ' · 
- .· ... . . . . . . I . .. ·. . . . . . .·. . .· 

. Historically, ·al-Qa'ida and other tr~sruiti9nal terrorist groups have not ~ondu~te4 succe~sful attacks'.on major · .. 
.. u.s. holiday's and ahruversary ·dates. dne possible explanation fQr this Iack9.f.ac~ivity is due to th~ -inci~3Se:in, · . .. 

· . . ~ecurity ·on major - d~tes 'because of a percd ved. wlne~abil ity. A terroris(group_ ·ihathas .sperit a sig~i fic.mt' . · 
. ·. _;'all)olint ~f time_ mo~tOririg ·a''potentiaJ target; traini~~ ~pe~ti y.es. -and acquiring .the .~eaporis ·!lecessary. for a . . 

.' . major Oifuck wOuld ~~e les,)ikely to. attack w~en secUrity· is a fa heightened l;~cl. . . . . · . . . :·. ., . , 

.. 

. . I , 
' .. . . 
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. ' 
~ . ... . : ; : . . 

· :. Te.rronst firoups ·~e. predisposed to. coQquct the .at.tack first anq }us,ify t~e ~easonipg sub.sequently .. One recent 
·· example of this p~-sp~si.tio'n was tpe Jime 28: ~~11 attack on the· H1tetContinentaJ Hotel in Kabl!l. Tfie .. . 
. , attacke~.pri~ary ·moti~~tiOI1 was to.'lciil ·as many W~~!-ent~rs and Afghan.officials as p~ssible; ~<>:wever, aft~r 

· · · .. m~dia· repory_s :beg~ri erro11eously ·c~~ming .~at an:.i~po~t .Transition Conference ·was.'g?:~rig to ·take plac.e :at 
. . the hotel.the nextd~y, the ·terrorists respon:sible for the attack Claimed th~fthey Were in fact targeting that . 
: . · c.~~fere~ce. ~ ~~tllo~~ .. ~pecific dat~s ·¥~i: be imp~r4utt ~~mb9.l!cany· tq terr~iisfgi:oups ... a. near:--te~ succ~s.~ful 
. ~ttac~.wdf_ likely ~~ ·pamted as both revenge for the.dea$ ofbm ~(jen·.and .. a blow·ag~rtsqhe Umted States. 

·· Implications · · . . . · · ·. . . . . .. 

: ... Ari :ijlte~ati?nal t~P'Q~~~t ~ttack aro~<f:a m~j~~-~~temational d~te or holid~~ 'X~~ld ~i~ely-f~ll into ~ne ofth~ . 
:. ·tqree followmg scen~os. . · :.~' ··: · . . . . · .. ·. · . . · . . ' · 

.. .. 1). A tta~ks abroad .J.n::sigi~ifi~t U. $. :holidays, ~uch as July 4 .. - ~iiii~ U ::s~ M.isslpns. abroad have lilq~J y ~-
·.. increase,d their secfu;ity:profile-diuing'·major l.J:S. gqvern$ent holidays, h9st natiqn securicy.Jor:ces are unlikely 
·.: .. tp ,~lev.ate their secfuityl~'vels. , -· .. ··~.·· . . . . .· . . ... . . . . . 

·.· .. . 

. .. · 
I :••._ ' 

· .. 

.. · .. ·· . 

: . ·2) 'A.~cks foJlo~Jg· ~ dr:a~down'of secUrity after.a ~ajor date- fore.igrl :~untries will_ ~~en incre~e their 
·security·posture.QuHng a major event sucli ·as the Olympic~s or World Cup, effectively de1ening,ri1ajor attacks 

. · . dur~rig the even~.: ~~·weyer, ~olio~ng ·~.e concl.usion of the eve~t, secuiity' is o:fte.n· r~d,u~d. Terrorist gi:o~ps · .. :_ :.· . 
~ay. waif for:secupty levels··to·dee~~·,9efore launching an attack. , . · ~ ·, · . ·:. · . · . .. ;--.. ·': · :-~ · ·. .. 

·.3)· Une ~q,tr a~ct. by · indepe~de~tiy .radi~~ ·~div1duhl~ on signi(lcant.dates ~ while terronsts operating as . :: .... _· .. : 
. • . I . . , . . . ,. . . . . . .. , . 

. ' part ,o( an.established.ceU ·9~ network may .pre(er ~o bi~e their time ·and wai~ for an oppqr1l:Jne moment .to: strike, : . 
. ·/ '; 'indiv~dUal s~pa~ze~~ with no fomial '~rung or. C()~ecti.op t.o a ·terto.ri'st group.cowd: be inSpired .~o.conduct . ' ·· . . ~: 
.. ·.' an attack on a si~fi~t.date despite)~eightened Jevels of securit}':'Lorie wolves are less likely' to·attract. the· . . . . . I . .. . .. , . 

·: attention of host nation··oounter-terrorism officials. ·. · · '· · .. . . . 
."··_-. Con~hisio~ .. , ... · - . ' . . . ' : ·· :;:: ... , . .:· .,.. .. .. . · ... ._.-

. :. · At thi~ tim~;OSAcr is a~ of nq sp~cific.or ~~~dibte threats against' til~ u.~· .. Priva~~isect~r on 'September :11 .. ···.· · -> ,• 
.. ·I .. . , . . . . . .. .. ,. . ·' 

· · As. highlighted .thrqughout the report,:aJ-Qa'icia. ~d other terrorist groups_are tinli~ely. to conduct large-scal_e. . 
attacks·~n signific~rdates or holidays due to the·.heightened security.Jevels .. Ho~ever,:q .. s:·.private sector · ~ ·· .: , 

. . orgarii2:ations oped~g abroad in COUntries tha{h~.ve·not ·raised·their<overall security l_ey~ls n:)ay w~t io:·.: . ,·:··:· : 
. -... · oo~i~~r. ~if vi~IF~ M.d. gwif? a~aj.nst co.~p~a~~~Y· .os..\c co~tinu~s t.o· manito_~ ~~s 8pd. em~rging issue5 ·.. ·., . .. 

t.hat may.have a Slgrt)4cant secunty unpact on U;S._-.pnvate. se~to,r operations overseas. · · · · .:··· 
· · Fil~d:linder: Alert. eni~llcampalgn . . . ·:·... ...· · - ' ·. . · · :. ·. · :::' ., . :: · : .-

.• , . ,, .. '• 

: ·· .. :: .. 
-· · . · :· I . .. ... ::, 

· . : . . . :~ ·;· .~ :: . 
. .. . ... ' 

.. : . :- ~ .. . 

. • 
. .. : • •' 

r· . ··:c...: . '· . . ;:· . . 
.... ~-

: .'· . . ,.· . ·. 
. ·• ~ ·. 

: , ... 
··· . . , 

.. 
' .. .' · . .. 
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·1 I ... " '. b6 

Frorri: 
Sent: . 
To: 

Friday; September 28.2012 6:40PM 
Timer Marls Cj I ·. ,..-------

1 IQS P~ Mediaj....__ ___ ___,J Cc: 
Subject: Re: OSAc·. ~· 

:• 

.... ·. 

•, . -

. : .I .~ ~h~f dQ yo~ guvs. thi~k of th~~?._. 
.... 

-·:~ddaii::::sea-~1 . . ~ r.28, 2012 05:59. PM . 

·~-=-~~~~----....J·ps·PAM~iaL-1 ___ ___,JI 
.. 

.• 

... OS ~leared response ... Sor~ it. t~ok. S9 long, ,'. . 

... : 

OS .~esponse (o Medi~. Quecy<··.. . . . . . · · 
.S.eptember 2~, ·2012 . .. . . :. . . ·. · .· · · 

· b7C 

:~ . . 
.... 

b5 Per DOS 

b6 
· b7C 

bS Per DOS 

.•' . . . 

b6 
.··.b7C 

.. ' 
·,. 

·· ·. · · .·. · ·. .. ·· ·1 . · · . Fox ·News.< Justin Fi~hel) . . . · .: ~~~9~ ... C?o~fi~m .Exis~ence ofOSA~ ~eport Re: ~/1'1 ~nnive~~~ry 
~ . . . ,. . . . ~ 

., ... 

bS 

~ : . 

. 3S HRC-91.00 . . · .. 



From: Toner, Mark C 
Se9t· Erjdav Sentembpr 28 2012 12·33 rM 
To~_ _ DS PA Media~ 
Subject: RE: OSAC ..__ ___ .....J 

+ DS Press Office aQ may be out of office 

From~ I 
:( Erid: :;m'T 28, 2012 12:.28 PM 

Cc: oner, a 
Subject: Fw: OSAC 

From: Fishel, Justin [mailtol._ ----------1 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 12:24 PM · 

b 5 Per DOS 

b 6 
b7C 

b 6 
b7C 

To:l j· 
Subjec.t: OSAC 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Here is the alleged text that was supposedly included in a OSAC Terrorism and Important Dates 
release put out on Sep 6, 2012. The complaint being made is that the report was scrubbed from the 
website after Sep 11". Of course I have no way to verify that there ever was a report. It's clear that 
the rep~ot on the website. So if you can ask if there ever was a report that would be great. 
ThanksL_j . · 

-Justin 

http: 1/www .cricon;org/2012/osac-no-credible-threat-on-911-anniversary-date 

OSAC:. No credible threat on 9/11 ~nniversary date 
September 6, 2012 By Bob Klamser 

OSAC released the following report on 6 September 2012: 

Terrorism and Important Dates 

9/6/2012 
Summary 

OSAC currently has no credible information to suggest that al-Qa'ida or any other terrorist group is plotting any 
kind of attack overseas to coincide with the upcoming anniversary of Septer,nber 11. However, constituents 
often have concerns around important dates, holidays, and major ~vents, Often times, these concerns are the 
result of increased media attention to the issue, rather than credible evidence of a terrorist plot. 

While it is true that In the aftennath of the May 2, 2011 raid on Osama bin Laden's compound in Abottabad, 
Pakistan, several media sources reported on various documents recovered during the raid t~at suggested al· 
Qa'ida was seeking to conduct significant attacks on major holidays arid anniversaries, there are no indications 
that any of these plans were ever operationaL OSAC constituents should i'eview their Jocal emergency adion 
plans and security protocols ahead of major U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. 

36 
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. .. : .: . . . ..... 
I _. • . 

··.· .. . . .. . . . ' ..... 
·.Terrorism and Holidays/Anniversary Dates · .. 

·. . .. . ... · .. ·.: I . .. . . . . . . : 
Historica~ly·, . al-Q~'.ida anc:lother tr~snatipnaherrorist groups have not conducted success~! attacks on major · · 

.· U:S .. holidays .. ~d ahniversary dates .. One possible explanation: for this Iac.kof.a:9tivity is due to.theincrease in 
· . ~ecurity on m'ajor-dktes becaus.e of a·perceive,d ~lnerability. A.~errorist group that has sp~nt a ~ignificant. .. 
. amount of time ~nobitori,~g ii potential .. ,~~et~ ttairiing. operatives, and acquiring the weapons.. pecessm-Y. for a' 
. major ~ttack :wou~d~b~_le~s Hkely. to attacl.< ~hen ~~curity is at a .. hei~tened level. ... ·, . · -· _ _ . : · 
T~rronst gro:upsare pred1sposedto· conduct the attack first and Justify the reasomng_subs~uently . . One recent 
example .ofthi~.preaisp_osition was the J~e 28.-201 ~ attack on the tnterCont1nental :f'i9tel·.in .. Kabu_l. ~e.: ·· · . 

. ·.attackers primary nlotiv~iion :was to kill -as· many \Vestern~rs and Afghan officials as possible; l).owev~r, after .. ·. · ... ·: 
: ·. ni~ia ·reports be gab erroneously'.claiming that'~· important :rransitio~ 'Conference was going to ~e- place· at 

. =·. · 

the hotel the next d~y' the terrorists responsible-for the' attack cl~med 'that they wer~ in fact targeting that . ·:; 
co¢'erence .. Al~oukb sp~cific date~. may be_ important sy·It:t~olicaily t9. teJ!or:is~ groups, a ·n.~~tenn succ~ss'ful· 

· attac~.wi_lllike~y _oo p~~t~d as bOth revenge for'ttie death of bin Laden and a blowagaipst'the.Unite,d .~tates. .· , . -· . 
Imp.lications ' ·1 · · · · .. . ··· . . . ·- ·· ·· . ·.- ,· 

• 7 • '!# • . ··' . . 
An international terrorist attack around a major international date or holiday would likely .fall into one of the · 

.thr~ following sceharios. · ·· · · -: . ·. . . .. · · · ·· · · ': ·· · 

.. . ·. 1) Atia~ks abroad J~ sigruficant U.S. holidays, ·su~h as July·-~· - .yvhile U.S. Mis~ion$· abroad hav.e lik~iy . 
in~re~~ the~r sec.rty proijle during major U.S:. government holi~ays, host nation security .. forces are unlikely: 
to elevate therr s~cunty levels.. · . · . .. ,,: · . 

. · · .2)· Attacks'foilo~Jg a dr~~down ~f-~e~w:ity after a ~ajor date...: foreign roootne~ ~Jl .often .ipcteas~. their 
. ·:security posture·dufing ·a major event such as the Oly'mpics o!\Vodd Cup, effectively deterririg rnaj~r. attacks. 

· .. during_ the eve~t. H~wever, following the conclusi~~ ~fthe event, security is ~ften reduc~d."Terrorist-gr6ups 
rnay-wait for ·se~urity levels to decrease before htunching an attack.. .. : ·' . 

. ·. )) i:One.wolf attac~s by ·~dependently racUcal~ incJividuais on si~cant -~tes'-whl_ie ·~tm:otist$ ~pera:ting as 
· . :·part of. an establishbd_ ce,li or .network qtay. prefer to .·bi4e ·their: time. _arid ~t for an. opportline moment: to strike, · 

·. · -individual ~yn:.tpathlzers with no fomial training or"cbriQ.ection to a terroris(group coUld be .inspired to cond~ct 
· an attack on· a sl~'ficant.date despite heightened 'levels of security. Lone ·wolves are 'less .l~k:ely to attract the . 
· attention·ofhost n~tio·n -counter-terrorism officiais . . ·. . · ·· · . .... · · .· 

·.• ·.Con~il.!Sion · .. , : j- : . . :._ . · >· . . . . . : 

· ·.- .· At ~s· ~e;·:O.SA.<f :is aw~ of no spetific ~r credible thl~a~ a~ainst the ti.s. ·~~_yat~ sector on ~el>temb,er 11. ... 
. As highhght~<hhroughoutthe report, aJ,.Qa'tda an~ other terronst groups. are uru1ke~y to conductlarge-scale · 

. a~cks on SiiDtifidnt da~es' or -h91iday~ due to· the heightened se~urity levels:However; u:s. p~ivate_:~~~tor 
. org~tions ope~ting abroad in coun~es tlJ,at ha~.e not 'raised ~eir.oveiall security levels-_ may want to . 

consider. their vigil'ance _and 84Md againstcomphicency. OSAC. continues to monitor trends imcl ~merging issues 
tJ:tat niay.have a si~ficant--$e~urity impact on U.S. private sector operations ov~rseas. · · 
. . . . . : • . .. . . I .. , . . . . . . . . . . ,'. ' · ... · . .. 
~iled Unde~: Alert; .einailcamcaig·n·_ . ·"· 

. . . ' · . . , . .. . . 

.·• 

.. ~ . . 

. ·:. 

': 

. · . ,. . :·:.: ·· ... :: 
' 

,_-· 

. · ·. 

·.·• 

37 
HRC-9202 

... · .. 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

C lasslfication: 
SMARTCategory: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From:.L.I _____ ....J 

sent: Friday, SepltF.DlbcJc..Zil~l!l.~Q, 
To:~~~~~------------~ 

.!r--:::::c-~:""P"ni"''I"P'---------------1 OS PA MediaL.! ________ ..... 

From: Toner, Mark C Er" Edd .. Sollb!mbo< 22 20l2 06:39 ~ 

r DS PA Media.L.I ____ ....... 
Subject: Re: OSAC 

' 

L.-----------l~ wha~ do you guys think of this? 

FromlL-----...J 
Se~t· Erjday. September 28, 2012 05:59 PM 
To:: jToner, Mark C 
cc PS PA Media.L.I ____ _. 
Subject: RE: OSAC 

DS cleared response_. Sorry ittook so long. 

OS Response .to Media Query 
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September 28,, 2012 
Fox News (Justin Fishel) 

OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report Re: 9/11 Anniversary b5 Per DOS 

From: Toner, Mark c 
~r= eddav. Seotember za. 2012 12:33 PM 

Subject: RE: OSAC 

+ OS Press Office asDay be out of office 

Froml I 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 12:28 PM 
lroj 1 
CC: toner, Mark t 
Subject: Fw: OSAC 

. b6 

b7C 

. b6 
b7C 

b5 Per DOS 

From: Fishel, Justin [mailtd 
Sent: Friday, September 28~, ~20~1-=-2~12=-:=-24~P::"!"M~--_...J 

b6 Per DOS 

To~ 1 
SubJed: OsAt 

Here is the alleged text that was supposedly included in ·a OSAC Terrorism and Important Dates 
release put out on Sep 6, 2012. The complaint being made is that the report was scrubbed from the 
website after Sep 11111• Of course I have no way to verify that there ever was a report. It's clear that 

. the reP.Ort is not on the website. So if you can ask if there ever was a report that would be great. 
ThankS I . · · 

-Justin 

hltp://www.cricon.org/2012/osac-no-credible-threat-on-911-anniversary.:date · 
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OSAC: No credible threat on 9/11 anniversary date · 
September 6, 2012 By Bob Klamser 

OSAC released the following report on 6 September. 2012: 

Terrorism and Important Dates 

9/612012 
Summary 

OSAC currently has no credible infonnation to suggest that al-Qa'ida or any other terrorist group is plotting any 
kind of attack overseas. to coin~ide with the upcoming anniversary of September 11. However, constituents 
often have concerns around important dates, holidays, and major events, Often times, these concerns are the 
result of increased media attention to the issue, rather than credible evidence of a terrorist plot. 

While it is true that In the aftennath of the May 2, 2011 raid on Osama bin Laden's compound in Abottabad, 
Pakistan, several media sources reported on various documents recovered during the raid that suggested al
Qa'ida was seeking to conduct significant attacks on major holidays and anniversaries, there are no indications 
that any of these plans were ever operational. OSAC constituents should review their local emergency action 
plans and security protocols ahead of major U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. 

Terrorism and Holidays/Anniversary Dates 

Historically, al-Qa'ida and other transnational terrorist groups have not conducted successful attacks on major 
U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. One possible explanation for this lack of activity is due to the increase in 
security on major dates because of a perceived vulnerability. A terrorist group that has spent a significant 
amount of time monitoring a potential target, training operatives, and acquiring the weapons necessary for a 
major attack would be less likely to attack when security is at a heightened level. 

Terrorist groups are predisposed to conduct the attack first and justify the reasoning subsequently. One recent 
example of this predisposition was the June 28.2011 attack on the InterContinental Hotel in Kabul. The 
attackers primary motivation was to kill as many Westerners and Afghan officials ~s possible; however, after 
media reports began erroneously claiming that an important Transition Conference was going to take place at 
the hotel the next day, the terrorists responsible for the attack claimed that they were in fact targeting that . 
conference. Although specific dates may be important symbolically to terrorist groups, a near-term successful 
attack will likely be painted as both· revenge for the death of bin Laden and a blow against the United States. 

Implications 

An international terrorist attack around a major international date or holiday would likely fall into one of the 
three following scenarios. 

I) Attacks abroad on significant U.S. holidays, such as July 4- while U.S. Missions abroad have likely 
increased their security profile during major U.S. government holidays, host nation security forces are unlikely 
to elevate their security levels. 

2) Attacks following a drawdown of security after a major date- foreign coWltries will often increase their 
·security posture dt.iring a major event such as the Olympics or World Cup, effectively deterring major attacks 
during the event. However, following the conclusion of the event, security is often reduced. Terrorist groups 
may wait for security levels to decrease before launching an attack. 

3) Lone wolf attacks by independently radicalized individuals on significant dates-: while terrorists operating as 
part of an established cell or network may prefer to bide their time and wait for an opportune moment to strike, 
individual sympathizers with no formal training or coru1ection to a terrorist group could be inspired to conduct 
·an attack on a significant date despite heightened levels of security. Lone wolves are less likely to attract the 
attention of host nation counter-terrorism officials. 

Conclusion 
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·I . . . ... . . ·.... .. .· . . •· . ... ' • . . . 
. At ~is time, OSA C is aware _of no. speci_fic or credible threats _against _the U.S. private s~tor: on Sep~emb'er_ 11· .. · · · 
·As highJighted an:oughoui-~e_.~eport, ahQa'ida and _ot}lei'tetrori~f grciups.a;e unlikely .~o· ~orid~ci ·l~rge-sc~l~ . · ... 
attackn~ri. significant dates or h~lidays,due to the heightene4 security levels: However, U.~. private se.ctoi; .· · .:=: 

organizations opetating abroad·in countries that -~ave not iaised their overall s~curlty lev'eis·may want to . . 
. consider ~heir vig~~~(?.e and.~a:?· a~ainst co~pl_acen~y .. Q~·~Gcontinu~s t~ mQ~tqr._trenc(s~d emerging .. i~s~e~· 
that~llY have·a s1~mficant ~~~_lty 1mp_act .on U.S. _pnvate sec:or operattons over~.e,as. ' . . · · 

·· :: Filed .Under::·Aiert. erJlailcampaigri - ~ .. . . ·' .'··· .. .· ·. .. . .. ,. ,., . 
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From: 
· Sent: 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Classification: 
SMARTCategory: 

I I .. . 
Fnday, September 28, 2012 6:53PM 
Kennedy, Patrick F; Boswell, EriG ' 
Mills, Cheryl D; Sullivan, Jacob JIL. _____ _. 
OSAC 

UNCLASSIFIED. 
Working 

b6 
b7C 

have been trackin this issue of the OSAC statement coming off the website, but it's a 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

froml I· 
Se••t~ Fril1av. r L8, 2012 6:4r:-7...:.P~M:...._ ____ ...., 
To:l------.....1.,1 Toner, Mark Cr------,.----J 
CC:a.,-..,..........,.....,.,..,..,,..,...._.1 OS PA Media;~... _____ _. 
Subject: RE: OSAC 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Toner, Mark C 
~t Edllill!, 51:11111mlw 211, Z!ll2l!!i;J2 PM . 

cc{ ~sPA Media~r-----.... 

Subject: Re: OSAC 

....._ ___ ___.~what do you guys think of this? 
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Fromf 1 
Sent: ~nday, september 28, ~012 05:59PM 
To•l ITapor Mark C 

eel I os PA Media;! 
Subject: RE: OSAC. L------...J 

OS cleared response. Sorry it took so long. 

OS Response to Media Query 
September 28, 2012 

Fox News (Justin Fishel) 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report Re: 9/11 Anniversary 

From: Toner, Mark C 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 12:33 PM · I 
Tol I OS PA Media;L.. -------1 

Subject: RE: OSAC 

+OS Press Office asomay be out of office 

Froml I 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 12:28 PM 
To~ I. 
Cc: Toner, Mark C 
Subject: Fw: OSAC 
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--_ ~ I 
-· 

From·: Fisher;_ Justiri "[mailtoJ.__ ________ -J b6 Per DOS . 

Se • · · 
1 

er'28; 20,1~ 12:24 PM 
To~ · 
Su ~ b6 

. · . . · . · ·· . b7C 
Here is the alleged teXt that was -supposedly included in a OSAC Terrorism. and Important 'Dates : _ · 

. . • ·."· I . . . . . , 

release Pl:lt out ~n -Sep 6; 2012~ ·The complaint being .made is that the report ~as s_crubbed fro~ the' · 
website after sewt~~~~. ·of course I have no way to verify that there ever was a report. It's .cleartt')at : . · 
t~e· reput hn the ~e~site. so if you. can ask ·if there ever was a report that would: be gre~i. · .-
Thanks . · · . - · · . .· . . 

' . ' 

.-Justin _.; 

htto:awwW.cricdn.org/2012/~c~no~credible-threat-on:-911-anniversary-date 

OSAC: ~o·~re~ibie threa~ on 9/ll annivers~ry d~te . I .· . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. · se'p·t~-':lber 6r 2oi2 B~ e'ob Klam~~r . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . .. ·. 

· · OSAC .released the following report on 6 September 2012: . .. . . . I· . 
. Terrorism ·and Impor1ant·l)ates 

9/6/~012 ·' 
SUJlli!l_ary 

. ' ,., 

OSA~ cw:rently ha5. no credible infoqnatioq to suggest that al-Qa~ida or ~Yother. terrori~t group is.-plotting·any ·; 
. kind .of attack ovetseas to coincide -~th the 'upcoming anniversary of September r 1. HoweVeJ:'~-constituents : . 
·often have ·concerz1s around _important dates,. holidays,' arid maj~r events, Often times, these concerns are th~ 
res~t ~f ~creasedjmedia atte:t_ic:m to_.~e ~s.ue,. ra~er-~an~ credible evid~nce of a terrori~t ~l~t. . . .. . . 
Whtle 1t ~s -true that ~ the aftenna~ of ~e May 2, 20 11_ ratd on O~ama bm Laden ~s CQmpound m Abottabad; 
Pakis~. seveial-Iitedia sotirces r~portecf on various documents recovered .dUring .the raid thai suggested a.I- .. 

. Qa~ida w~ seekink to Conduct signific'ant attacks on major holidays and anniversaries, there 'are no hid~cations· ' 
tnat anY..ofthese pians were ever .operational. OSAC constituents should review-their local-emergency action 

· p~ans.ind s~curitylprotocols ahead.ofinajor u.s~ hoiidays·and anniversary dates. . · ... }···. 
'I· • . ' . :.. . .. 

Terrorism and Holidays/Anniversary Dates .. · . . -

· Hist~rically, al~QJ'id~· m;d other transnational terro~i-st groups have not conducted successful a~~ks on maj~r 
t.J.~. polidays and b.zwiversary dates. Qne possibie exphination for this lack of activity is _que to the incr~e· in · 
secwity on major Jlates because of a perceived vuliter~bility. A terror~st group that has spent a significant · ... 

.. cimount_oftime m6nitoritig apQten~ial target, training operatives, and acquiring the weapons 'necessary for' a . 
_major attack would-be less likely'to· atta~k when security is at a he~ghtened l(}vel. . . · · : , 

· Terrorist gr~ups Je·predispos~d ·to. conduct tlte attack fi~st and justify the reaso~ng subsequently. One recen~ , . 
·example of this p~isposition .w~ ·t4e Jim~ 28. ·.20 11 attack on the int(}r~ontinental Hotel' in Kab·~I-, The 
~ttackers primary tnotivat'ion was to kill'as many W~stemers and Afghan officials as possible~ how~yer;after 

· media rep·o~ begAn err9neously claiming U1at an important Transition Confer~11ce was ~oing to take. place at 
t}te hotel the next day, ·the~terrorists responsible for the·attack Claimed that they were in fact' targeting that· · 

' : conference. Altho~gh' specific dates may be 'important symbolically to terrorist groups, a· n~ar~term SUcCessful 
. . attack will likely ~e painted·· as· both revenge for the death of bin Laden 'and ~blow against the United ·States . 
. · ~~plications · I . ·. . . · . . .. ' . : . · · . -. . .. · ' . .. . ·... . 

Ari intem~tional t~rrorist attack around a major international date or holiday would likelY: f~ll into orie of th~ .. . . 
·three fol~owing.scenarios. ,. , 

47 

. ·• · . . · . HRC:9209 
. !· 

. ·: .. · 



I) Attacks abroad on significant U.S. holidays, such as July 4- while U.S. Missions abroad have likely 
increased their security profile during major U.S. government holidays, host nation security forces are unlikely 
to elevate their security levels. 

2) Attacks following a drawdown of security after a major date - foreign countries will often increase their 
security posture during a major event such as the Olympics or World Cup, effectively deterring major attacks 
during the event. However, following the conclusion of the event, security is often reduced. Terrorist groups 
may wait for security levels to decrease before launching an attack. 

3) Lone wolf attacks by independent! y radicalized individuals on significant dates - while terrorists operating as 
. part of an established cell or network may prefer to bide their time and wait for an opportune moment .to strike, 
individual sympathizers with no formal training or connection to a terrorist group could be inspired to conduct 
an attack on a significant date despite heightened levels of security. Lone wolves are less likely to attract the 
attention of host nation counter-terrorism officials. 

Conclusion 

At this time, OSAC is aware of no specific or credible threats against the U.S. private sector on September 11. 
As highlighted throughout the report, al-Qa'ida and other terrorist groups are unlikely to conduct large-scale 
attacks on significant dates or holiqays due to the heightened security levels. However, U.S. private sector 
organizations operating abroad in countries that have not raised their overall security levels may want to 
consider their vigilance and guard against complacency. OSAC continues to monitor trends and emerging issues 
that may have a significant security impact on U.S. private sector operations overseas. 

Filed Under: Alert. emailcampaign 
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From: Toner, Mark C 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: OSAC L...----___,J 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED . 

. From:l I 
Sent; Friday, September 28, 2012 6:40PM 

To: Toner, Mark cj ? I 
Cc~ ps PA Media; 1.... ___ ...... 

Subject: Re: OSAC 

From: Toner, Mark C 

~~~ ~28 2Cl2D6·3li~PAMedia,_l ---....I 
sukJeCE: ~e: ~ 

'-------'~what do you guys think o; this? 

From:.L-----------1 

T _ Jrgqer. Mark C 
Se~· to Erjday. Seotember 28, 2012 05:59 PM 

Cc: I DS PA Media~"--------J 
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Subject:RE:OSAC. 

OS cleared response. Sorry it took so long. 

DS Response to Media Query 
·September 2s·, 2012 

Fox News (Justin Fishel) 
OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report Re: 9/11 Anniversary b5 Per DOS 

From: Toner, Mark C 
SerJt; Friday. September 28. 2012 12:33 PM 
To:l I DS PA Media;~...l ----....l 
Subject: RE: OSAC 

+ OS Press Office aQav be out of office 

Froml I 
Ser; Frjdav. Seotember 28, 2012 12:28 PM 
To_ I . 
Cc: Toner, Mark C 
Subject: Fw: OSAC 

From: Fishel, Justin [mailto 
Sert· Erjday. Seotember 28L:, 2::-::0:":"1:-2 ~12::-::-24:-:P:::::M~---.....l 
To_ I 
Subject: OSAC . 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b5 Per DOS 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Here is the alleged text that was supposedly included in a OSAC Terrorism and Important Dates 
release put out on Sep 6, 2012. The complaint being made is that the report was scrubbed from the 
website after Sep 11'h. Of course I have no way to verify that there ever was a report. It's clear that 
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the report is not on the website. So If you can ask if there ever was· a report that would be great. . 
ThanksJ I ·. b6 

-Justin 

http://WWN .cricon .orq/20 12/osac-no-credible-threat-on-911-anniversary-date 

. . 

OSAC: No credible threat on 9/11 anniversary date 
September 6, 2012 By Bob Klamser 

OSAC released the following report on 6 September 2012: 

Terrorism and Important Dates 

'9/6/2012 
Summary 

OSAC currently has no credible information to suggest that ai-Qa'ida or any other terrorist group is plotting any 
kind of attack overseas to coincide with the upcoming anniversary of September 11 . However, constituents 
often have concerns around important dates, holidays, and major events, Often times, these concerns are the 
result of increased media attention to the issue, rather than credible evidence of a terrorist plo.t. 

While it is true that In the aftermath of the May 2, 2011 raid on Osama bin Laden's compound in Abottabad, 
Pakistan, several media sources reported on various documents recovered during the raid that suggested al
Qa'ida was seeking to conduct significant attacks on major holidays and anniversaries, there are no indications 
that any of these plans were ever operational. OSAC constituents should review their local emergency action 
plans and security protocols ahead of major U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. · 

Terrorism and Holidays/ Anniversary Dates 

Historically, a1-Qa'ida and other transnational terrorist groups have not conducted successful attacks on major 
U.S. holidays.and anniversary dates. One possible explanation for this lack of activity is due to the increase in 
security on major dates ~ecause of a perceived vulnerability. A terrorist group that has spent a significant 
amount of time monitoring a potential target, training operatives, and acquiring the weapons necessary for a 
major attack would be less likely ·to attack when security is at a heightened level. 

Terrorist groups are predispo~ed to conduct the attack first and justify the reasoning subsequently. One recent 
example of this predisposition was the June 28. 2011 attack on the InterContinental Hotel in Kabul. The 

· attackers primary motivation was to kill as many Westerners and Afghan officials as possible; however, after 
media reports began erroneously claiming that an important Transition Conference was going to take place at 
the hotel the next day, the terrorists responsible for the attack claimed that they were in fact targeting that 
conference. Although specific dates may be important symbolically to terrorist groups, a near-term successful 
attack will likely be painted as both revenge for the death of bin Laden and a blow against the United ~tates. 

Implications 

An international terrorist attack around a major international date or holiday would likely fall into one of the 
three following scenarios. 

1) Attacks abroad on significant U.S. holidays, such as July 4- while U.S. Missions abroad have likely 
increased their security profile during major U.S. government holidays, host nation security forces are unlik.ely 
to elevate their security levels. 

2) Attacks following a drawdown of security after a major date - foreign countries will often increase their 
security posture during a major event such as the Olympics or World Cup, effectively deterring major attacks 
during the event. However, following the conclusion of the event, security is often reduced. Terrorist groups 
may wait for security levels to.decrease before launching an attack. · 
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3) Lone wolf attacks by independently radicalized individuals on significant dates - while terrorists operating as 
part of an established cell or network may prefer to bide their time and wait for an opportune moment to strike, 
individual sympathj.zers with no formal training or connection to a terrorist group could be inspired to conduct 
an attack on a significant date despite heightened levels of security. Lone wolves are less likely to attract the 
attention of host nation counter·terrorism officials. 

Conclusion 

· At this time, OSAC is aware of no specific or credible threats against the U.S. private sector on September 11. 
As highlighted throughout the report, al-Qa'ida and other terrorist groups are unlikely to conduct large-scale 
attacks on significant dates or holidays due to the heightened security levels. However, U.S. private sector 
organizations operating abroad in countries that have not raised their overall security levels may want to 
consider their vigilance and guard against complacency. OSAC continues to monitor trends and emerging issues 
that may have a significant security impact on U.S. private sector operations overseas. 

Filed Under: Alert. emaHcampalgn 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: Toner, Mark C :r· Eddm!. ;;~~ Z!l, 2012 07:21 PM 
cc~ ___ Jos PA Media; 1 
Subjec.t: Re: ...... ___ ____. 

Froml I 
sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 06·~·4~~o~6..,.p.a.;<M~...-__ ..;....__ 
Toj !Toner, Mark c;r----,__...J 
cc:l I os PA Media;. 
Subject: RE: OSAC . ~....-___ _. 

I 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

Froml . f 
Sent: Friday, September ~8, 2012 6:40PM 
To: Toner, Mark c~ I 
cd I OS PA MediaJ 
Subject: Re: OSAC · '------_. 

From: Toner, Mark C 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 06:39PM 

To:l d cd IS PA Media; L-1 ___ ...J 

Subject: Re: OSA~ . 
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~what do you guys think of this? 

Fro 
Se · er , 2012 05:59 PM 
To~--------~~~o~n=er~,~M=a~~c~-
cc OS PA Media'-1 -------' 
Subject: RE: OSAC : 

OS cleared response .. Sorry it took so long. 

OS Response to Media Query 
September 28, 2012 

b5 Per DOS 
b6 Per FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

Fox News (Justin Fishel) 
OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report Re.: 9/11 Anniversary bs Per DOS 

.. 
From: Toner, Mark C 
Sel)ti Friday. September 28, 2012'12:33 PM 
To:t IDS PA Medial 
Subject: RE: OSAC ..__ ____ ___, __ _. 

+ OS Press Office aQay be out of office 

Frol1ll'-==-:-:-----:~~~ 
~r· Erjday September 28r 2012 12:28 PM 

Cc: Toner, Mark C · 
Subject: Fw: OSAC 
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1

·b5 Per DOS . 

b6 Per DOS 

. . , ' 

.~ . . . "' 
. · ·Here is the alleg~d'text.that was.supposedly included .in a OSAC Terrorism .and Important Dates 
' .. rele~se. put'~ut on Sep. &~ 2912~ · ·The complajnt being made i~ that the report was scrubbe_d ~rom the 

website after Sep: 11 ~· . Of co~rs~ I have no. way to ·verify that there ever was a report. ·)t's· clea~ that 
the r~port is no 'on.trye ·website. So .if you can ask !ftflere ever wa.s a repqrtthat would be great. .. 
·ThankSl J · ·. · · · . : . · . . ,,. , . . 

··. 
· htto:·aW'Nw;cricc:m.orq/2012/osac-no-credible-threat-on-911-anniversary-date 

. r :· . .. :. .. . .. : . '... . . . ~... .- . . .. . ·. . .· . .. ...~ ... . 

· OSAC: fotl-edible ~hteat on 9/llanni~ersary date 
Sept~mber 6, 2012 By Bob Klamser . . . . · . · · -· ... · .. . 

. ·I . ' . . .. . 
. OSAC'.released.tlle foll~wi~g report on 6 Septen:tber 2012: · .· .·-
Terrorism .~nd 1Jnportant Dates · · · · .. . ·. · · 

·-9/6/2012 

. . . ~. 

'·· 

. • .· . .. · 

·· ... .. : ·. 
b6 

... b7C 

. .. ~ . . 

Sl:liiDllary . . . 

. OSAC .cun;ently lias no 'credible informati·o'n to S\jggest. that ~ -Qa ;·ida ,or any. Qther :terroris.t group 1s· plotting. any = . . 

kind of attack ove~eas to. ~incide·wi~ the .upcoiD.ing annive~ilry of Sep~ember 11. However, constitlie~ts .. : · · · 
. ofte.~ have coneerns. aro~~ important da~s,..bolidays, AAd-~ajor ev~nts, Oft~n tiriles;·these qo~cem:s.~~ the 

. result ofincr~ed media attention. to the issue, i'a¢.er than credible evidence of a terrorist plot.· · 

· · :While it is true ~~·In the afte~ath ~f the May·2, 20 1·1. raid Oil ·Osaina bin Lade~:s compound in Abottabad, . . , : . . . . . . . I . . . . . . , . . . . ·. , . . ,. . . . . 
: Pakis~·several media sources reported on various documents recovered ~uring the raid. that suggested al-

Qa' ida WScS $eekllig io ·conduct significant attacks· on major' holidays and. anriiversaries~ there are no indicatio~s 
· that any·ofthese P,t~ ~ere ever operational. 9SAG consti~ents should review their 'local emergeQ~y :action · 
· -plans and s.ecuri~pr:oto~~ls ah~ of~ajor·US. holid~ys and .~versary dates. ...,

1 
•. 

Terr9risq1 and- Holid.ays/Anni~ersary Dates · .. . ·. :. . . . . 

.. Histori~iy, al~Q~'idaand·o~er tr~snational .terrorist '!ioups have not conducted successful attac\cs o~ m~j~r 
U.S .. holidays andi.Mnjveisary·dates.-One posSt\>le explanation for this lack ofactjvity ~s due to the·iricrease.ip .. . 

. ·. security ·on majorjdcites becaitse of a pe~cei ved. Vulnerability. A terrori'st group. that h~ spent.: a signl.fi_cant · ·. · ·. ·· 
.:' amount of~me ~onitoring. a potential target, frciining op'erativ~~. and ·a~quiring the weapons necess!U'Y for a · 

major. attack would be l~ss likely to attack when security is at a· heightened leyel. · · · .. . 

Terrori.~t ~~P~ ·*e. predispo~~d to ~ondu~t the .~~ack first and:justify the_ reaso~i~g stibs~qu~f!-tly. ·qne recent ·. ,: . 
example of this· predisposition was the June 28:-2011 attack onJhe InterContinental Ho.tel in. Kabul. The · :· · · . 

. ··. a~c~ers prirpai-yj~o~vati6n w~ to .kil_l ·as .~any. ~~stemers an~ ~~gh~ officials· a8 p~ssi?~e; however, after . 
media r~ports began ern;me<>usly clru.inmg that an tmportant Tr:ansrtion-Conference was gomg to. take place at 

· the hotel the next:ci~y ~ the ~errorists resp?nsi?le for the attack .~l~imed that tli_ey were in fact targeting that · . 
. conf~r~nce. Althou·gh spectfic dates may be Important symbohcally to te~onst. groups, a near-term successful 

. . I . . . . 

. attack will likely be pajnted as bo~ revenge for the death:ofbin Laden and a blow against the Unit~d States. · 
Implicatioos l · . . ·· ·. . . · . : . . . . . : . · · · . .. 

·• : . . , , 
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An international te~orist attack around a major international date or holiday would likely fall into one of the 
three folJowing scenarios. 

1) Attacks abroad on significant U.S. holidays, such as July 4- while U.S. Missions abroad have likely 
increased their security profile during major U.S. government holidays, host nation security forces are unlikely 
to elevate their security levels. ' · 

2) Attacks following a drawdown of security after a major date- foreign countries will often increase their 
security posture during a major event sue~ as the Olympics or World Cup, effectively deterJing major attacks 
during the event.Jiowever, following the conclusion of the event, security is often reduced. Terrorist groups 
may wait for security levels to decrease before launching an attack. 

3) Lone wolf attacks by independently radicalized individuals on significant dates- while terrorists operating as 
part of an established cell or network may prefer to bide their time and wait for an opportune ~oment to strike, 
individual sympathizers with no formal training or connection to a terrorist group could be inspired to conduct 
an attack on a significant date despite heightened levels of security. Lone wolves are less likely to attract the 
attention of host nation counter-terrorism officials. 

Conclusion 

At this time, OSA~ is aware of no specific or credible threats against the U.S. private sector on September 11. 
As highlighted throughout the report, al-Qa'ida and other terrorist groups are unlikely to conduct large·scale 
attacks on significant dates or holidays due to the heightened security levels. However, U.S. private sector 
organizations operating abroad in countries that have not raised their overall security levels may want to 
consider their vigilance and guard against complacency. OSAC continues to monitor trends and emerging issues 
that may have a significant security impact on U.S. private sector operations overseas. 

Filed Under: Alert. emallcampalgn 
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From; 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

· Boswell, Eric J 
Friday, September 28, 2012 8:28PM 

I I 
Re:OSAC 

b6 
b7C 

The OS response was not cleared with me~----------------------.J 
bS Per DOS 

From.._I ___ .,....._...J 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 06:52PM 
To: Kennedy, Patrick F; Boswell, EriG J 

Cc: Mills, Cheryl D; Sullivan, Jacob ll 
Subject: OSAC '-------...J 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

r 28, 2012 6:~7 PM 
'1-------.J,J'Ioner, Mark c;1:;.._11 ----.,__...J 
.c-:~""''n'!':""7"n....,.. .......... os PA Medial'-. --~-..... 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

Froml I . . 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 6:40 PM 

ement comin off the website, but it's a 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

To,· Toner. Mark c:l I 
Cc _ IDS PA Media._J ____ ___. 
Subject: Re; OSAC 

bS Per DOS 

From: Toner, Mark C 
Sent~ Friday, September 28, 2012 06:39PM 
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~ecor----------------------~l _ fbS PA Media) 
su~~~·e~ct~:~~~e:~o~s~A~c------------~ L------~ 

{what do you guys think of this? 

From:l I 
sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 05:59 PM 
Tol Ironer Mark C . 
Cc~ I OS PA Medi~ 
Subject: RE: OSAC . L...--------1 

OS cleared response. Sorry it took so long. 

OS Response to Media Query 
September 28, 2012 

Fox News (Justin Fishel) 
OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report Re: 9/11 Anniversary 

From: Toner, Mark C . 
Se9t• Erjday Sentember 28, 2012 12:33 =M · J 
Tot JDS PA Medla1 Subject: RE: OSAC . L-----...J 

+ OS Press Office aQmay be out of office 

From...._ ________ ___,~ 
~:r; Friday, septembr 28, 2012 12:28 PM 
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Cc: Toner, Mark C 
Subject: Fw: OSAC 

b5 Per DOS 

From: Fishel, Justin [mantd 
Sel)t: Edday. September 28~, -:::-.20~1~2-.1-::;-2:-=;:2~4-;o::P:nM,_,_ ___ ...J 

b6 Per DOS 

Tot I 
Subject: OSAC 

Here is the alleged text that was supposedly included in a OSAC Terrorism and Important Dates 
release put out on Sep 6, 2012. The complaint being made is that the report was scrubbed from the 
website after Sep 11 ~~~. Of course I have no way to verify that there ever was a report. rrs clear that 
the report is not on the website. So if you can ask if there ever was a report that would be great. 
Thanks,! I . 
-Justin 

http://www.cricon.org/2012/osac-no-credible-threat-on-911-anniversary-date 

OSAC: No credible threat on 9/11 anniversary date 
September 6, 2012 By Bob Klamser 

. OSAC released the following report on 6 September 2012: 

Terrorism and hnportant Dates 

9/6/2012 
Summary 

OSAC c~ently has no credible information to suggest that al-Qa'ida or any other terrorist group is plotting any 
kind of attack overseas to coincide with the upcoming anniversary of September 11. However. constituents 
often have concerns around important dates, holidays, and major events, Often times, these concerns are the 
result of increased media attention to the· issue, rather than credible evidence of a terrorist plot. 

While.it is true that In the·aftennath of the May 2, 201 1 raid on Osama bin Laden's compound in Abottabad, 
Pakistan, several media sources reported on various documents recovered during the raid that suggested al
Qa'ida was seeking to conduct significant attacks on major holidays and anniversaries, there are no indications 
that any of these plans were ever operational. OSAC constituents should review their local emergency action 
plans and security protocols ahead of major U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. 

Terrorism and Holidays/ Anniversary Dates 

Historically, al-Qa' ida and other transnational terrorist groups have not conducted successful attacks on major 
U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. One possible explanation for this lack of activity is due to the increase in 

· security on major dates because of a perceived vulnerability. A terrorist group that has spent a significant_ 
amount of time monitoring a potential target, training operatives, and acquiring the weapons necessary for a 
maj~r attack would be less likely to attack when security is at a heightened level. 

Terrorist groups are predisposed to conduct the attack first and justify the reasoning subsequently. One recent 
example of this predisposition was the .June 28. 2011 attack on the InterContinental Hotel in Kabul. The 
attackers primary motivation was· to kill as many Westerners and Afghan officials as possible; however, after 
media repo1ts began erroneously claiming that an important Transition Conference was going to take place at 
"the hotel the next day, the terrorists responsible for the attack claimed that they were in fact targeting that 
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conference. Although specific dates may be important symbolically to terrorist groups, a near-tenn successful 
attack will likely be painted as both revenge for the death of bin Laden and a blow against the United States. 

Implications 

An international terrorist attack around~ major international date or holiday would likely fall into one of the 
three foJlowing scenarios. 

1) Attacks abroad on significant U.S. holidays, such as July 4- while U.S. Missions abroad have likely 
increased their security profile during major U.S. government holidays, host nation security forces are unlikely 
to elevate their security levels. 

2) Attacks following a drawdown of security after a major date- foreign countries will often increase their 
security posture duiing a major event such as the Olympics or World Cup, effectively deterring major attacks 

. during the event. However, following the conclusion of the event, security is often reduced. Terrorist groups 
may wait for security levels to decrease before launching an attack. 

3) Lone wolf attacks by independently radicalized individuals on significant dates- while terrorists operating as 
part of an established cell or network may prefer to bide their time and wait for an opportune moment to strike, 
individual sympathizers with no formal training or connection to a terrorist group could be inspired to conduct 
an attack on a signjficant date despite heightened levels of security;. Lone wolves are less likely to attract the 
attention of host nation counter-terrorism officials. 

Conclusion 

At this time, OSAC is aware of no specific or credible threats against the U.S. private sector on September 11. 
As highlighted throughout the report, ai-Qa'ida and other terrorist groups are unlikely to conduct large-scale 
attacks on significant dates or holidays due to the heightened security levels. However, U.S. private sector 
organizations operating abroad in countries that have not raised their overall security levels may want to 
consider their vigilance and guard against complacency. OSAC continues to monitor trends and emerging issues 
that may have a significant security impact on U.S. private sector operations overseas. 
Filed Under: Alert, emailcampaign 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

b6 
b7C 

Regarding the email exchange from -last night. ... DS provides the following additional info. A/S Boswell has reviewed and 

clears the .following. · 

OS Response to Media Query 

Fox News (Justin Fishel) 

OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report 

From:l I 
Sent: Friday, Sept~mber 28. 2012 07:23PM 
To

1
· Toner. Mark ca 

cc. ps PA Media)'-___ ___. 
Subject: Re: OSAC 

From: Toner, Mark C 

~tt; ~;~ Sectember 28, 2012 07:21 PM. 

Cc _: ___ ps PA Media;! 
su ~ect: e: OsAC '--------l 

Fron4 I 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 06:.,..:4~6.~..P.:..:M.__ ___ _ 
Tol I Toner, Mark cr-~ -----,__.J 
cd los PA MediaJ 
Subject: RE: OSAC 1....-----___. 

13 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

b5 Per DOS 
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This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Toner, Mark C 
Se~t· Friday September 28. 2012 06:39PM 
To·_ I 
Cc: I OS PA MediaJ 
Subject: Re: OSAC ,....._ ___ _, 

I what do you guys think of this? 

~¢tEmJJiilZ:Jiem:eim~ffi,;-20l2 05:59 PM 
To r Mark C ,...----....., 
Cc OS PA Media~ 
Subject: RE: OSAC . ....._ ____ _, 

OS cleared response. Sorry it took so long. 

OS Response to Media Query 
September 28, 2012 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

. Fox News (Justin Fishel) 
OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report·Re: 9/11 Anniversary 

bS Per DOS 
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.. .· . . ' · · .. ,. 

I .. 

· b5 Per DOS . ,. 

. : .. ~·. 

•. ,i 

. ~ . .... 

. . b6 . 
. • ,. b7C 

+ P~. Press Office a may-be out of .office ': 

---4··~==========· .---------~· · ------------~~----~~----------------------:Froml I .· 
~nt: . Friday, September 28, 2012 12:28 PM . 

. To:l I -,-.. 
· Cc: Toner, .Ma_rtq: .. j 
· Sub;ect: FW:·OSAG 

~ . ·. . . . ·1 

b6 
b7C 

b5 Per DOS 

b6 Per DOS . 

.. 
, b6 . 

.b7C ·. 

~He~e is the. alleged. text that was supp~sedly included :infa OSAC.Te~rdhsm and Important D~tes •· . . 
, rel_ea~e. put QUt'.p:n Sep. ()_~ .~012 . . Jl'le· COmplaint'bein_g rpad¢ i~. thatt~e~ r~pO~ ·~as S~fUbbed. fr9m·. the : ; , · ; . 
. . webs1te a~~r-5~p 11" .. Of-course I have no way to venfyth~t there ev~r was :a· report/ · Jt!s, ·clear t~at ,_ .. 

. ~he -rep~(on:.the .websi~e . . Sd if you can ask ~f there eve~ was a r¢p~rt that .. ~o~l-~ -~e grea~ . . · · . : .. > . ._ 
ThanksL_j . . . . ·.· '· . .. · . . 
• ' ' f • 

-Justin . 
., 

http:/lwww .cri~on·:org/20 12/osac~no-credible-threat:.on-911 ~a-nniversaiy-date . . 
. ' I 

' . : .. . . 
v 

... · os~C:f~ credible threat on9/ll anniversafi.dat~ .... 
. Sep(~mber 6, 2012 Bv. Bob Klamser .. . . . . r . . . . . 

·<?SAC rel~~ed ~:e:foll_<?.wing ·report on:~ September_2012: 

Terrorism and'lmpoi'tant Dates· 

,. 

.: . . 
•.. . 

916/20-li · .. 
· · suinm·ary· .::.--. 

"( . '· 

... : 

·osAC currentlYr ~as no credi~le 'information to.'suggest .that ~1-Qa'ida or any other terrorist g~oup: is plottiA~ an:r .· · 
kind of attack ov~rseas to coincide with the upcoming armiversary of.September H: Howev~r, constitti~nts . · . · 
often have con~ms around important dates, holidays, an.d major events, "(~ften times, th~se ooncerns are the .· 

·result of increaJed 'media attention to the issue, rather th~m credible evidence of a' terrcirist plot.--: · . · 
..1 . .:; . . . ·. . . ·. . .. . . • . · . . 

. Wh~le. itis~rue }hat In. the aftermat~ ?fthe M~y .2' 20.11 rai~ on Osama bi~ . La~en's co~pounq in 1,\bottabad,·: . 
· Pakistan, several:medta sources reported on vanous documents recover~d durmg the ratd that suggested al- · . 

. =· .. . . . . .. 
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Qa 'ida was seeking to conduct significant attacks on major holidays and anniversaries, there are no indications 
that any of these plans were ever operational. OSAC constituents should review their local emergency action 
plans and security protocols ahead of major· U.S. ho~idays and anniversary dates. 

Terrorism and Holidays/Anniversary Dates 

Historically, al-Qa'ida and other transnational terrorist groups have not conducted successful attacks on major 
U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. One possible explanation for this lack of activity is due to the increase in 
security on major dates because of a·perceived vulnerability. A terrorist group that has spent a significant 
amount of time monitoring a potential target, training operatives, and acquiring the weapons necessary for a 
major attack woul~ be less likely to attack when security is at a heightened level. 

Terrorist groups are predisposed to conduct the attack first and justify the reasoning subsequently. One recent 
example of this predisposition was the June 28. 201 I attack on the InterContinental Hotel in Kabul. The 
attackers primary motivation was to kill as many Westerners and Afghan officials as possible~ however, after 
media reports began erroneously claiming that an important Transition Conference. was going to take place at 
the hotel the next day, the terrorists responsible for the attack claimed that they were in fact targeting that 
conference. Although specific dates may be important symbolically to terrorist groups, a near-term successful 
attack will likely be painted as both revenge for the death of bin Laden and a blow against the United States. 

Implications 

An international terrorist attack around a major international date or holiday would likely fall into one of the 
three fo1lowing scenarios. 

1) Attacks abroad on significant U.S. holidays, such as July 4- while U.S. Missions abroad have likely 
increased their security profile during major U.S. government holidays, host natiori security forces are unlikely 
to elevate their security levels. 

2) Attacks following a drawdown of security after a major date - foreign countries will often increase their 
security posture during a major event such as the Olympics or World Cup, effectively deterring major attacks 
during the event. However, following the conclusion-of the event, security is often reduced. Terrorist groups 
may wait for security levels to decrease before launching an attack. 

3) Lone wolf attacks by independently radicalized individuals on significant dates- while terrorists operating as 
part of an established cell or network may prefer to bide their time and wait for an opportune moment to strike, 
individual sympathizers with no formal training or connection to a· terrorist group could be inspired to conduct 
an attack on a significant dat~ despite heightened levels of security. Lone wolves are less likely to attract the 
attention of host nation count~r-terrorism officials. 

Conclusion 

At this tim~, OSAC is aware of no specific or credible threats against the U.S. private sector on September I 1. 
As highlighted throughout the report, al-Qa'ida and other terrorist groups are unlikely to conduct large-scale 
attacks on significant dates or holidays due to the heightened security levels. However, U.S. private sector 
organizations operating abroad in countries that have not raised their overall security levels may want to 
consider their vigilance and guard against complacency. OSAC continues to monitor trends and emerging issues 
that may have a significant security impact ~n U.S. private sector operations overseas. 
Filed Under: Alert, email campaign . 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Toner, Mark C 

;~~;;~~Ill~[ 2S 2Ql2 11:12 PM t __ _____ Jos PA Med1a:l 

L----...l~ thanks, Thi~ is better. Am inclined to wait and revisit monday though as we've had no follow up 

From~ I 5eft; Saturda~ Seotember 29, 2012 07:41PM 
To_ __ ~Toner, MarkQ't-_____ ......,~1 
cc J OS PA Mediaf I 
Subject: Re: SAC ,__ ____ _. 

Regarding the email exchange from last night .... OS provides the following additional info. A/S Boswell has r~viewed and 

clears the following., 

OS Response to Media Query 

fox News (Justin Fishel) 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report b5 Per DOS 

r-----------~~------------------------

PM 

From: Toner, Mark C 

cct ___ _ __ ]os PA Media;; 
:r ;::;·· ;;~=~,28 201]~·2ll.'.t:l 
SutiJe : e: L.-------l 

b6 
b7C 

b5 Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

~:~~1Friday, september Js, 2012 0~:46 PM-.------------------------·-···--... __________ .. _ ... ____ ~~c 
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Toj IToner, Mark C.,._j ------..~ 
cc(~-----~-...JbS PA Medi~~ ~ 
Subject: RE: OSAC .....__ ___ ..... 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Toner, Mark c 
:~f' endav. September 28, 2012 o6:39 ~~ 

ccJ ros PA Medla;.._l ___ ..... 
Subject: Re: OSAC 

I what do you guys think of this? 

Froml I 5ef:: Frida~, Se~tember 28, 2012 05:59PM 
TO-- _ _ _ ironer Mark C 
cc I OS PA Medial 
Su ~ect: R : os t .....__ ____ ...... 

OS cleared response, Sorry it took so long, 

OS Response to Media Query 
September 28, 2012 

b5 Per DOS 
b6 Per FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

b5 Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

Fox News (Justin Fishel) 
OSAC: Confirm Existence of OSAC Report,Re: 9/11 Anniversary · bS Per DOS 

r-------------~--------------------------

18 HRC-9228 



bS Per DOS 

From: Toiler, Mark ~ 
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2012 12:33 PM 
To OS PA Media~ 
Subject: RE: OSAC ·L...----...J 

+ os Press Office a~..__...~fay be out of office 

Froml I 
To I 
ser: ~. ~ 28, 2012 12:28 PM 

Cc: Toner, Mark 
Subject: Fw: OSAC 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 

From: Fishel, Justin [mailto 
s;nt: Friday. September 2s·L.., 2=:0:-:1-=2"":'1=-2:-=24":""::PM~---....J 

b6 Per DOS 

Tq I 
Subject: OSAC _ 

Here is the alleged text that was supposedly included in a OSAC Terrorism and Important Dates 
release put out pn Sep 6, 2012. The complaint being m~de is that the report was scrubbed from the 
website after S¢p 11"'. Of course I have no way to verify that there ever was a report. It's clear that 
the re~rt is nor on the website. So if you can ask if there ever was a report that would be great. 
Thanks 

-Justin 

http://www .cricon.org/20 12/osa.c-no-credible-threat-on-911-anniversarv-date 

OSAC: :No credible threat on 9/11 anniversary date 
. 

September 6, 2012 By Bob Klamser 

OSAC released ~he following report on 6 September 2012: 

Terrorism and Important Dates 
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9/6/2012 
Sununary 

OSAC currently has no credible information to suggest that ai-Qa'ida or any other terrorist group is plotting any 
kind of attack overseas to coincide with the upcoming anniversary of September 11. However, constituents 
often have concerns around important dates, holidays, and major events, Often times, these concerns are the 

. result of increased media attention to the issue. rather than credible evidence of a terrorist plot. 

While it is true that In the aftennath of the May 2, 2011 raid on Osarna bin Laden's compound in Abottabad, 
Pakistan, several media sources reported on various documents recovered during the raid that suggested al
Qa'ida was seeking to conduct significant attacks on major holidays and anniversaries, there are no indications 
that any of these plans were ever operational. OSAC constituents should review their local emergency action 
plans and security protocols ahead of major U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. · 

Terrorism and Holidays/Anniversary Dates 

Historically, al-Qa'ida and other transnational terrorist groups have not conducted successful attacks on major 
U.S. holidays and anniversary dates. One possible explanation for this lack of activity is due to the increase in 
security on major dates because of a perceived vulnerability. A terrorist group that has spent a significant 
amount of time monitoring a potential target, training ope.ratives, and acquiring the weapons necessary for a 
major attack would be less likely. to attack when se~urity is at a heightened level. 

Terrorist groups are predisposed to conduct the attack first and justify the reasoning subsequently. One recent 
example of this predisposition was the June 28. 2011 attack on the InterContinental Hotel in Kabul. The 
attackers primary motivation was to kill as many Westerners and Afghan officials as possible; however, after 
media reports began erroneously claiming that an important Transition Conference was going to take place at 
the hotel the next day, the terrorists responsible for the attack claimed that they were in fact targeting that 
conference. Although specific dates may be important symbolically to terrorist groups, a near-term successful 
attack will likely be painted as both revenge for the death of bin Laden and a blow against. the United States. 

Implications 

An international terrorist attack around a major international date or holiday would likely fall into one of the 
three following scenarios. · 

1) Attacks abroad on significant U.S. holidays, such as July 4 - while U.S. Missions abroad have likely_ 
increased their security profile during major U.S. government holidays, host nation security forces are unlikely 
to elevate their security levels. 

2) Attacks following a drawdown of security after a major date- foreign countries will often increase their 
security posture during a major event such as the Olympics or World Cup, effectively deterring major attacks 
during the event.. However, following the conclusion of the event, security is often reduced. Terrorist groups 
may wait for security levels to decrease before launching an attack. . 

I 

3) Lone wolf attacks by independently radicalized individuals on significant dates- while terrorists operating as 
part of an established cell or network may prefer to bide their time and wait for an opportune mox:nent to strike, 
individual sympathizers with no formal training. or connection to a terrorist group could be inspired to conduct 
an attack on a significant date despite heightened levels of security. Lone wolves ar.e less likely to attract the 
attention of host nation counter-terrorism officials. 

Conclusion 

At this time, OSAC is aware of no specific or credible threats against ·the U.S. private sector on September 11. 
As highlighted throughout the report, al-Qa'ida and other terrorist groups are unlikely to conduct large-scale 
attacks on significant dates or holidays due to the heightened security levels. However, U.S. private sector · 
organizations operating abroad in countries that have not raised their overall security levels may want to 
consider their vigilance and guard against complacency. OSAC continues to monitor trends and emerging issues 

. that may have a significant security impact on U.S. private sector operations overseas. 
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Good aftemoon--questi~n on BenghazL- . ·. · · . ··.-. . ·· . : : . : . . ·· · : . . ·._ · :. .. · · .' 
. , . . · I . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . , .. 

The link:bel6w describes a purport!;!d State Oeparfment posting/memo from Sept.-6, saying ther~· ~as· no susp~i:ted·.AI 
· Qaeda· ~hreat leadihg ·up to·Sept .. 1'1.. . .: .... ,. · . · · · · .. · ·· · · ·· · · 

Here: . . .· · ···I .. ·' .. . · --> · . ·, ... . . . . . . . ,, . . -· 
· http://www.thegatewayp.undit.com/2012/09/bombstlell-obam·a_.administration-deleted-state-dept-memo-from~ · · · 
. internet-after-discovering-al-qaeda~was:behind-bengnazi-attack/ ·... . · . · .. . ·. · . . · . . 

· co~id :vo~:~~ri~ .th1e ·~~th.~n~ititv ~t tha.t orig.inat, ~~mo?. i'~ le~s·c~ncir~ed~~;th;the ane~atio~·th.~t-i·t' ~as scr~t>be~~·· .. 
. . . I ... · .··· . . ' . . . . . . .. . . 
though if there Is an explal)ation for that ple(!se let me know.- · 

... ~I so, Cat~~ri~e Het;dg~; w~·s .. reportiri~:·that ~ ~o~rc~ s~id t~en~ .'wa~ no thre'at assessm'erit a't the -~OJ;Tlp~und prior to the 
. ' ... ' . j . . . . . ,. . . .. . . . . . 
ambassador's·arrivat.·ts that true and/or dO'es State care to comment on that claim? · ... · . .. . . . . .. . ·. . ..... · ,. . 

Tf:lankyou. 
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., ., ... · 

: · 

.. ' .. .· .. : ·~ ·. . . 
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.· ;:· . J~dso~ _Berg~r \ . · . . . _ 
Senior Editor for Politics; ·Fo~News.com -I I . : · ... 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I ~ I ::: Seo!em:~~~J~~2 2:49PM 
: emo on aeda threat 

Classification: . UNCLASSIFIED 
SMARTCategory: : Working 
SMARTC lassificationData: 

<?xml version="1 .0"?> 
<Classification Markings xmlns:xsi="http://WWN. w3 .org/2001/XMLSchema-instance" 
xmlns:xsd="http://www. w3 .org/2001/XMLSchema" 
xmlns="http://SmartMessage.State. Gov/v1 "> 
<Classification xmlns=""> 
<UseriD I> 
<Title/> 
<Reason/> 
<CiassificationCode>UNCLASSIFIEO</CiassificationCode> 
<Authority>OCA</Authority> 
<CiassificationDate:>OOO 1-01-01 </Classification Date> 
<Agency I> 
<Office/> 
<ClassifiCation Type>UN</Ciassification Type> 
<NATO>false</NATO> 

</Classification> 
<Message Type xmlns="">NEWWORKING</MessageType> 
<ClassifiCation Type xmlils="''>EVENT </Classification Type> 
<CiassificationWithoutAttachments xmlns='"'> 

UNCLASSIFIED</CiassificationWithoutAttachments> 
<CiassificationWithAttachments xmlns=""> U NCLASSI Fl ED</CiassificationWithAttachments> 
<·Reasons /> 
<lsNoforn>false<llsNofom> 
<lsCorrectedCopy>false<llsCorrectedCopy> 
<Eoline/> 
<lsVerified>false</1 sVerified> 
<ShowMarkings>true</ShowMarkings> 
<RetainClassification>true</RetainCiassification> 
<lslnitialized>true<llslnitialized> 

</Classification Markings> 

I got this 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Berger, Judson [mailtd 
Sert; Erjday. September 28, ~~0~1:-::;2;-:. 2~·747::;"7';P~M;--~-------J 
To _ l(PACE)l 
Subject: Memo on AI Qaeda 11:-:th-r-ea-:-t-----' 

Good afternoon - question on Benghazi. 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

·The link below describes a purported State Department posting/memo from Sept. 6, saying there was no suspected AI 
Qaeda threat leading up to· Sept. 11. 
Here: 
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b6 
b7C 



http:Uwww.thegatewaypundit.com/2012/09/bombshell-obama-administration-deleted-state-dept-memo-from· 
internet-after-discovering-al-gaeda-was-behind-benghazi-attack/ 

Could you verify the authenticity of that original memo? I'm less concerned with the allegation that it was scrubbed, 
though If there is an explanation for that please let me know. 

Also, Catherine Herridge was reporting that a source sai~ there was no threat assessment at_ the compound prior to the 
ambassador's arrival. Is that true and/or does State care to comment on that claim? 

Thank you. 

Judson Berger 
Senior Editor for Politics, FoxNews.com 

I I b 6 Per DOS 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Classification: 
SMARTCategory: · 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Working 

Should I add you or proceed directly to the profanities? 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

Good afternoon- question on Benghazi. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

The link below describes a purported State Department posting/memo from Sept. 6, saying there was no suspected AI 
Qaeda threat leading up to Sept. 11. 
Here: 
http://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2012/09/bombshell-obama-administration-deleted-state-dept-memo-from
internet-after-discovering-al-gaeda-was-behind-benghazi-attack/ 

Could you verify the authenticity of that original memo? I'm less concerned with the allegation that it was scrubbed, 
though if there is an explanation for that please let me know. 

Also, Catherine Herridge was reporting that a source said there .was no threat assessment at the compound prior to the 
ambassador's arrival. Is that true and/or does State care to comment on that claim? 

Thank you. 

Judson Berger 
Senior Editor for Politics, FoxNews.com 

b6 
b7C 

I I . b6 Per DOS 

13 

HRC-9235 



· From: 
·sent: 

. To: ·· 
· _Subj~ct:_ 

., . 

. . 

. ' 
·" ·.~ 

~ ... ' ,. 

· Thx. Be s1.{re .tQ Y;~ash hands after dealing with FOX. . . .: 1 . : ~ . . .. . ~ 

•' ,\ . . 

.. ·. 

· . .. . .. .· . ,•. 

·. ·.·· ··' 

. . 
~! · .. . \ 

b6 
b7C 

' •· . 

: ~roml . - :. . . . . . . . . 
I. 

... ... 

. . . b6 

b 7C . 

.. .. 
'":;.~ 

I got this ' .. ·:· 

.. . , , ' ) 

." This email is .UNClASSiFIED. . . .. · ,• . . 

,r . 

.· 

.. 

. ' 
:.'· ' 

' · 

.. · ~ ' .. 

. ·, 

. '•' 
'• : ' 

.. ... 

·.· '_.From_: Be~~~,:}~~ ·u.rm!.!l. a:!!;n~td __ ._. _ ·. _· _' -"'""'":"'"----~ 
:Sent: Frida , Se ember 28/ 2012 2:47 PM 
. ·To Pf\c"E)j 

. b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI · 

Subject:. Memo on A Qaeda t~Tt1~rea~t~--. --.:--. -.. : ...... ..... 
. -: .•. - ·=·· · . . /- ~ ·: .. ·· .. ·:.-· .... ; . ·.~· · ,. ·~ · :.. . :.·· .. ~· · ·:. · .· 

. Go?~ .~fterno~n-~ 1q~estlOI1 on. Bengh_az1. ··. · . . :. . . . :·, · .. , . . . _·:,. • . . . . ;. . 
· The hnk ~~low .. de~cnbes a purported State Departtr:~ent post1ng/memo from Sept. 6, saymg·th~re was .no·.s.!Jspected AI :·:, 

Qaeda thre~t .l~ading up to Sept.·it.-. , . · · · . . · · · ·. · · : · : · · .· . . ·· .. ·.-. ·· · ' ,·. · 
. H·ere: _. . · : ·j · ·. , • . · .. -· · .. . .· · ·. . . ' . .'; . , . . ~-.. · ·. ·· -~ .·.' . · 
· http:lJwww:thegatewavpundit.coni/2012/09/bOmb'shell-obama~admihistration-deleted-st~lte-dept-memo-from- :· . . . ._' . .. 

: . internet~after-disdovering-al -gaeda-was-behind-bengh.azi-attack/ ~ ·' ·. 
. . I. I. ' · . . '• . . . . ' 

"\• •; , · • • l ' • ,I/, 

~oul~ yqu verify't~e authel)~lcity of that or,ginal me~o? :~'m less concerned with the ~!leg~tion that itwas scrub.bed, .. . ·.:. 

··tb·~~h if the~~ -i-~Jn: ~x.pl~n~~jon f~r.t~at please 1:~~ ~~ kQ~~· . .... --~ . :. : . · · . . · · .. . . . _ .. ·_:· .. ·... ·. :·· · . . . ;·. 

Also, ·cathe"rine Herridge was· reporting that a .source said there wa's no threat·assessment at the com p~ und J>rio r to: the 
. . .. ·I .. . . . . . . . . . 

.. ambassado(s_ arrival. Is that true and/or does State car,e to. comment on that claim? . ·.. ~ . . 

·: -Ttl~nk you . .... · =, . ,._ . . . ,.· . . ·.: 
. , ... ~ .. , ., ! .• • · 

·. .: J.~dson·Berger: .. .• 

. .. 
•' 

.. · .... 

. • ..•. ·, s~oio.( Editor ~·:rn;~ .. FoxNews.com 

. . . . . ;· .,. 

,. . ,., '~ . . - . • .. 

b6 Per DOS·. · 
.. . 

. ,,· 

! .. 

. ,t,,. 

... 
t , " . ; · 

.· 

• j ... . 

.. ... · 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

b6 
b7C 

b5 Per DOS 

Fnofnl I 
Tof I 
5ent: Fri::;September 28, 2012 02:49PM 

Subject: "Memo' . 

Shoutd I add you or proceed direct(y to the profanities? 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

·From: Berger, Judson [mailtq 
Sent: Friday, September 28, t~~::-:1-::::"2-::::2~:4:-::7:-:P~M:--------.....J 
Tof j(PACE) _ 1· 
Subject: Memo on AI Qaeda h=rea=rt ___ ___. 

Good afternoon- question on Benghazi. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

The link below des~ribes a purported State Department posting/memo from Sept. 6, saying there was no suspected AI 
Qaeda threat ·leading up to Sept. 11. · 
Here: 
http://www. thegatewaypundit .com/2012/09/bom bshe 11-o ba ma-a dm inistration-deleted-state-de pt-me mo-from
internet-after-discovering-al-gaeda-was-behind-benghazi-attack/ 

. ~ 

Could you verify the authenticity of that original memo? I'm less concerned with the allegation that it was scrubbed, 
though if there .is afl explanation for that please let me know. 

Also, Catherine Herridge was reporting that a source said there was no threat assessment at the compound prior to the. 
ambassador's arriv'at: Is that true and/or does State care to comment on that claim? 

Thank you. 

Judson Berger 
Senior Editor for Politics, FoxNews.com 

b6 
b7C 

I b6 Per DOS 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

I ~ Enday $eptem0e 28,2012 3:14PM 
I 

Subject: RE: FOXf'Memo' 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
SMARTCategory: Working 
SMARTCiassiflcationData: 

<?xml version="1·,Q"?> 
<CiassificationMar1<ings xmlns:xsi="http://wwW. w3. orgf200 1/XM LSchema-instance" 
xmlns: xsd="http://www. w3.orgi2001/XMLSchema" 
xmlns="http://SmartMessage.State. Gov/v 1"> 

<Classification xmlns=""> · 
<UseriD I> 
<Title/> 
<Reason/> 
<CiassificationCode>UNCLASSIFIED<JCiassificationCode> 
<Authority>OCA</Authority> . 
<CiassificationDate>0001-01-01 <JCiassificationDate> 
<Agency/> 
<Office/> 
<CiassificationType>UN</CiassificationType> 
<NATO>false</NATO> 

</Classification> 
<Message Type xmlns='"'>NEVVWORKING</Message Type> 
<Classification Type xmlns=""> EVENT </Classification Type> 
<CiassificationWithoutAttachments xmlns="''> 

UNCLASSIFIED</CiassificationWithoutAttachments> 
<CiassificationWithAttachments xmlns='"'>UNCLASSIFIED</CiassificationWithAttachments> 
<Reasons/> 
<lsNoforn>false</lsNofom> 
<lsCorrectedCopy>false</lsCorrectedCopy> 
<Eoline /> 
<lsVerified>false<llsVerified> 
<ShowMarkings>true</ShowMarkings> 
<RetainClassification>true</RetainCiassification> 
<lslnitialized>true<llsl nitialized> 

</CiassificationMarkings> 

b6 
b7C 

bS Per DOS 
What does that even mean, like the day before he got there? 
And do you want me tp add vou to this or have you heard from him directly. I I · · ....._ ______ ___J 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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8, 2012 02:49 PM 

Should I add you or-proceed directly to the profanities? 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Berger, Judson [mailtOl~-------------...J 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2:12::47 PM 
Tq tPACE~ _ _ 
Subjia: MemoonAIQa~a~t~r~ea~---~ 

Good afternoon·- question on Benghazi. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

The link below des~ribes a purported State Department posting/memo from Sept. 6, saying there was no suspected AI 
Qaeda threat leading up to Sept. 11. · 
Here: 
http://www .thegatewaypundit.com/2012/09/bombshell-obama-ad ministration-deleted -state-dept -memo-from
internet-after-discovering-al-gaeda-was-behind-benghazi-attack/ 

Could you verify the authenticity of that original memo? I'm less concerned with the allegation that it was scrubbed, 
though if there is a.n explanation for that please let me know. 

Also, Catherine Herridge was reporting that a source said there was no threat assessment at the compound prior to the 
ambassador's arrival. Is that true and/or does State care to comment on that claim? 

Thank you. 

Judson Berger 
Senior Editor for Politics, FoxNews.com 

b6 
b7C 

I I . b6 Per DOS 
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ALL I'BI INFOR1!A'l'IDI'f CCN1'AHTEC 
HEREIN IS UNCL...!I.SSIFIED 
DAE 11-18-2016 E.Y J76Jl8T80 l'TSICG 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

.Subject: ... -··- .. . 

QUESTION: Hi. 

A~SWER: Hi,oph). 

UNEDITED/INTERNAL TRANSCRIPT 
September 24, 2012 

. Via Telephone 

QUESTION: So the purpose of my call, and I'm -we can talk about anything you want, b~;Jt the purpose of my 
call was to simply say that in the middle of the meshugas, the CNN/State Department back and forth, I just 
want to make sure that you and I keep an open channel of communication about anything that's not related 
to that and that we figure out- make sure that we can compartmentalize it, because I wouldn't want anything 
from this frustrating experience --

ANSWER: I appreciate that. I don't think anything has gone on. 1 mean, literally you guys are the pool for 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

UNGA today. I thin~ l(ph) is being treated very well, as normal. (laughter.) I think you guys b6 

have a Bob Hormats mtervtew commg up in a couple of days that's going on as planned. I think you've got one b7c 

in a couple of days further with Marc Grossman and Christiane. That one- there's no fatwa. · 

QUESTION: And I've tried to stay out of it a little bit. Well, I was out of it when it was all happening, but I've 
tried to, in some way, just try to stay out. of it for this reason, because it's -: these things get complicated, and 
you never know how they're going to play out, and I figured, you know what, ther~ are enough people at CNN 
that are involved in it, so I don't have to be another one. And it just makes it that much easier for us to handle 
all the oth~r normal course of business stuff that's going that is important. 

ANSWER: I agree. But now that we are on the phone --

QUESTION: Okay. Anyway, that was the reason --

ANSWER: I feel like we should take advantage of--

QUESTION: That was the'initial reason I wanted to at least touch base with you on (inaudible). 

ANSWER: I hear you. I appreciate that. I feel like we should attempt to have a ~easonable and thoughtful 
conversation about what's going on. 

QUESTION: We can do that too. 

1 HRC-9261 



ANSWER: I just don't understand. Ar:'d !-I've been watching today. I didn't see Mark (ph}. To the extent 
that I watch you guys all the time and obviously was watching your coverage about this last week, I do think 
that it's been calibrated down a bit, which I appreciate. But I just don't understand. I just wish you guys 
would have just said why you did what you did. I have not -I've said a lot this weekend, a lot of with the tone 
towards you guys, but I've never once ·questioned CNN's journalistic right to report on this thing. I just don't 
understand how it unfolded. And I understand that you're not privy to every step of it, but you have to be, by 

--·· ·· ·-niiSp.oiiir, - ~i"little· biffa"iniliiir-wm;·-ir ···· - --·----- ------·--·····--·-· --- - · - · · · · ·------- ..... - ................... · · ---- ··· ··· · ................. · 

QUESTION: I've spent a lot of time trying to get educated on it. So I don't- the Friday night- I think CN N has 
been halfpregnant throughout the whole thing in that- I think- in that I think you have to kind of either · 
going - you're either going to immediately disclose everything about the diary, or when you do it's going to be 
complicated. And I think what happened was it got complicated. 

What I think happened on Friday night is that it became apparent that somebody had revealed the existence 
of the journal. Huffington Post and Wall Street Journal were writing on it. I don't - I honestly don't rem~mber . 
-I don't know the timeline of when either they talked to you or they talked to the family member, but they 
had you and the.family member on the record. I don't remember when it was, whether it was first- first they 
reached out to us and said we know it for a fact we're going to write, and then we reported it, and then you 
and the family member--

ANSWER: Yeah. Well let me - since we have the hotline open--

QUESTION: All right. Okay. Yeah. This is the hotline. This is the red phone to make sure that nobody--

ANSWER: Yeah. The point of the hot line was to avoid nuclear war. 

QUESTION: Right. 

ANSWER: This might have been helpful a few days ago, (inaudible}. 

QUESTION: I know. I was thinking about that this morning, but anyway. 

ANSWER: But l want to just say a couple of things clear. Forget about the larger theological discussion about 
rights and obligations, fa in ily ·versus media; a rid forget a bout criticism of h oVir thi's 'lin folded. 1' m ·sure you guys 
or someone (inaudible) the Journal or- and/or the Huffington Post. I did not. And I could explain to you how 
it happened. l think it's kind-of relevant. It was pretty clear to me -I didn't see Anderson Wednesday night, 
so I don't know what he did or didn't say. But I had CNN on all day long on Thursday from my desk. 

It was pretty clear to me that the sourcing was fishing, that someone had crossed the Rubicon in terms of the 
diary. Forget about right or wrong. I didn't do anything. I mean, 1-to be honest with you, until I saw 
Anderson· at 8:18.-1 happened to be sitting and watching - it never occurred to.me --

QUESTION: You're talking about Friday. 

ANSWER: Friday night, excuse me: So 1 saw him at 8:18 use the word diary. It never occurred to me that I 
thought you guys· were getting a little clever, a little - probably too cute by half in terms of how you were 
getting around whatever it was there was and agreed to. But until he said it, I didn't lose my shit. And to be 
honest with you, the first thing I thought when I saw it was- I had two thoughts. One, I thought it was very 

2 HRC-9262 



interesting that he just stated the use of the diary. He didn't explain anything beyond that. His statement to 
me sounded- and to this day squnded- reads like he was addressing a criticism about the sourcing, almost as 

. if he had no idea there was any back story with the diary. 

But my second thought was .more important. My second thought was niaybel pr the Stevens b6 

family got back to CNN. That's possible. I immediately reached out td I and it took about an hour b 7C 

· · for.himTo-ge'Fbacl< t<i me~ and.he-saliCi'~io~·; · He ·sa·i·d Hiev-naon'fb-een · cont~ieted- t>v tNN ~ .. Tnev·fiaah't spol<en ·· · -· 
to CNN. Nothing had changed since last weekend, when this was settled and became a logistical matter. I 
gave you guys the benefit of the doubt until I heard fro~ lAnd it's just been hard to process and 
to give you the benefit ·of the doubt since then, you being your network, not you personally. 

QUESTION: I understand. I think •• 

ANSWER: And l just think your various statements since then are more confirmation than anything else. You 
guys got caught by the Journal. And by the way, I don't know if this has been relayed to you, but I'll tell you 
how the Journal knew to call you. l wasn't the only one sitting around my desk on Thursday watching TV and 
was perplexed. 

QUESTION: Thursday or Friday? 

ANSWER: Thursday. 

QUESTION: Wh=at happened Thursday? 

ANSWER: Well, Thursday was the first full day time that you were reporting on •• 

QUESTION: Oh, the --

ANSWER: --on the ai-Qaida- quote, "ai-Qaida hit list." And it was being sourced to- so I caught it for the 
sourcing. But others caught it, including up at ON I, because they just didn't understand, because we were all 
going to the Hill that afternoon to brief the House and then to brief the Senate. 

QUESTION: So ON! didn't understand CNN's sources? 

ANSWER: They weren't thinking about the sources. ONI just didn't -it didn't comport with anything they 
had. I mean, they had been spending a week scrubbing intelligence, scrubbing thread information. They had 
said on the record there was no- there was nothing that they didn't -that they missed or they didn't act on. 

QUESTION: Did DNI see the transcript of the diary? 

ANSWER: No. No one has·, including me. I forwarded it t~.__ ..... kinaudible). 

QUESTION: Oh my God. 

ANSWER: I just got lectured an hour ago from someone in your industry that it's been remiss that I haven't 
and that we haven't, because if it does,·in fact, contain information about his killers, then it's a screw·up to 
not. But that aside, no, no one's read it. So to this moment, no one in the government knows its contents. 
ONI just didn't understand. They weren't- it wasn't I don't understand how CNN knows. It was what does 
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. . 
~NN know that we don't. It was as completely in an honest attempt to use yet another source to figure out 
what was going on. So they called a friend at CNN informally, and the friend said, "We ha.,ve his diary." That's 
-so unlucky for CNN, the Wall Street Journal was talking to the DNI all week, because they did a huge front
page story about the tic-tock of this. So --

QUESTION: Oh,·so Wall Street Journal you think heard it from DNI? 
.. . ......... .... .. ....... . .. " " j" - " ·-·--· ........ ............... ...... . 

ANSWER: I know they did. 

QUESTION: Oh, that's fascinating. 

ANSWER: I heard about it. 

QUESTION:. That's fascinating. I never would -that -okay. I wouldn't have guessed that in a million years. 

ANSWER: And I believe how it unfolded was that the Wall Street Journal, in the course of reporting this larger 
story, said, "Well what about this ai-Qaida hit list stuff? Did you guys miss that?" All sorts of questions. And 
DNI said, 11No. We don't know anything about it. We understand it's coming from his diary, We haven't seen 
it, know anything about it." That's what put the Journal on it. It's one of these the-world-is-too-small D.C. 
things. 

QUESTION: That's amazing. (laughter.) { 

ANSWER: Anyway. 

QUESTION: Wow. That's like right out of a Homeland episode. Okay. 

ANSWER: So anyway, we are where we are. 1- because I'm talking to you, I'm missing whatever Susanne 
Kelly (ph) is saying right now. · 

QUESTION: 1f she's saying anything, she's saying that -I think you can listen. 

ANSWER: But I do -I was a little surprised when I saw Mark's (ph) thing. And obviously, they'll be a day when 
Mark·(ph) and l 'have to sit down· and have a drink;·and·l·wish-- ·Richard Griffiths; I don't-give a shit-about,-1 ·-- - - .. . 
never· met him, never heard of him. Mark {ph} and I --

QUESTION: You had a history. 

ANSWER: We- yeah. And it was a good one. I mean, it was--

QUESTION: No·, I understand. 

ANSWER: And I think he's a reasonable guy. I wish someone else would answer the phone. But a lot of what 
he said this morning is just not true. So when I saw it in hindsight, it was hard to kind of continue with my it 
seems like CNN: is - I'm in no way reading into what I'm watching, that you guys are apologizing or changing 
cour$e. I just ttiink that there's a little bit more thought going into the reporting and how .it' s being reported. 
And if Mark (ph) needs to go on the record to do that before you guys could do this, or if I'm totally misreading 
the tone of the coverage --
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QUESTION: No. This- we're trying to separate the two, and if you've noticed, other than Mark- or you may 
not have noticed; you haven't been watching all day, but {inaudible) this morning because we felt like that --

ANSWER: Other than Brooke Baldwin, no one's used the word diary. 

ANSWER: like an hour ago. 

QUESTION: Yeah. But the -we put Mark on because we didn't want our reporters to be the person who had 
to defend, explain, or-

ANSWER: Yeah. 

QUESTION: --it's CNN's- whatever CNN did. It's not Elise Labott or Wolf Blitzer or John King or Jill Dougherty 
or Jessica Yellin .who should be explaining or defending CNN's decisions. · T~ey're reporters. They cover the 
news. They report on whatever tJ:te story is that they need to report on, which may turn out to be us in some 
cases, but they .shouldn't- they're not CNN's spokespeople, and so that was the reason that, as this sort of 
unfolded yesterday, if we're going - if we were going to discuss it, we had to put somebody on who could 
explain it, and that's why it was Mark (ph) rather than -I mean, otherwise--

ANSWER: Okay. Fair enough. 

QUESTION: An"yway. But to my knowledge, we haven't- CNN and State Department haven't come up in the 
same sentence on CNN after that. We just decided that that's not the story that-- · 

ANSWER: No. It's been very coolheaded, direct, straightforward coverage. 

QUESTION: We just decided we wanted to -I don't know if it's that we wanted to intentionally lower the 
temperature or if we just decided, you know what, that's -let others report on that, that--

ANSWER: I get it. But why at this point -I mean, you used the term half pregnant. I mean, why not just give 
birth or - I hate to use the other term, but I mean --

QUESTION: Well, you know what? ·aecause from the very beginning we were really actually concerned about 
the family. You're holding- at the very beginning -I mean, the moment this happened--

ANSWER: Who's Meredith Edwards (ph), by the way? 

QUESTION: What's that? 

ANSWER: Who's Meredith Edwards (ph}? 

QUESTION: Meredith Edwards is, I believe, a Jeojor guest producer who liad already had contact with the 
family. I believe that she- I don't think it wa lit was somebody else -on the- when Stevens 
died and we were reporting on his death, long before there was a diary, she booked a family member to say 
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. · .. 
'· . ' ' . ~.·· .. •: .. · 

; . tell us abou we ~ant to hear abou~ lUke~ or ·chris Stevens. So _l,et's.:... as you do · · b6 

. . , wit~ "'-'Int~e ~r w en anybody dies, you. want to ~ It'~ ~I most like giVe us.- it's life a eulOgy iri real tim~. ·. . . ~ 
7
c 

And· so she s the person who had talked w1th someone m the fam1ly to say tf there's anybody ·~~he family who -
. • l . . . . . . .. . . ~ 

would like to talk about_ Chris, we~re· doing a lot ofcoverage and we~d love to hear- because we'd love: to . : · · 
_ ·: . _ he~r. And. ~o ~; ~?uple- there wer~ a nu~ber' of::- a coup.le of different family. membe~s· ~t diff~rent ti·n':l:e~'}n : . ·: · 

- ··:· ·-:toe··imm-e<Uate~fterm.a~ti"affe'ftne~a(tifcK-came on CNN;~o-lft_lle .. p~one, nn~.nt<;·arYd .. oa~icaUy discusse_crC~f.is·· ·- · .. '. · ·_ 
. Stevens and- told- said this is what he tared about, this is wtiat he loved~ blabedy blah. :M~r~dith Edwards · 
(ph) is the. pers~n w~o .had reached out: or:: had t~at relations~ip .. I believe .that is why shew~~ involv~d, only . . .. 

. ·, . · be.~ause she.had the numbers ~nd had alre.ady. been in touch'wit~ the.~amily. And when you're in touch with-

;, 

... 

. . :ANSWER: That ras just to s~ti~fy.my curiositY, because unfortuna~ely that call that Fri~~y ~~~~oon really 
had set the toni for everythmg that followed. · . · ·, · ·· . 

QUESTION: Which call? . . -. . I 
ANSWE~:-. Me~editfl ~dwards (ph~. callin~ f" F~~day --
·QUESTION: So l.s Frida'y the day ofthe memorial Service 7 

- ... I - . . . 
ANSWER: ltwar~t just the day of th~ memorial. She.got to h1m ab~ut 90 minutes after. 

:· QUESTION: So this one I still -- . . · 
. . . . . . ~ 

ANSWER< She •didry~t just ask- and it wasn't I ht wasn'-tJ I hi, I'm sorry abo4~ t~~ loss of..your 

.. \. 
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.. ;-· 

. ' .. · ·. 

. ·son, I ttat~ todd this, but-1 tt)ought you'd be interested . .to knowthat w~ recovered his.diarV,. ·obviously, you 
w·ant it·back .. ~~n you tell me what'the best w~y to do that is? She-:didn'tdothat. From what.lunde~stand ·._ .. 
fro~ th~ exc~se m~, ·the Stevens familv 'is that she said, we nave the· diary, w~'re:goi.ng to report on . ; 
it, do yo~omment on it~ I 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI' 

. QU~STION: Thlt's inter~sting._ 
·.;·:, .... ~.·1 . . . ; r------------,.''',. 
ANSWER: .. And to .further inaudible when first heard about thi · · 

When it wa~ relav.~d to me,.l just . . .. 
~M~s-y_m_e~d~tt~w-~,~-~-t-~~g~~~~~l~e-.~tt~j-~-t-_~-_t~h-e-~-.-w-a-s~~-s-t-~tt-d~~~n~,-t-m~a~~--~~~~~~~¥m~~Aw~~~n~-~:_ 
~he recove(V of fhe q1ary part, but the som~one call~n$ for comment and ·askmg to r~p!lrt· I was .. shocked, 
when it turns. out that it was true. And' it did color everything that c.arrie after. But 1 thought-24hours later, .• · ·· 

. I . . , .. f • ,· • • •• • • •• 

wh~n CNN handed off the diary to our designee to safeguard it, l.though~.we were - l.thought everything was ·. 
set. At that p~ir~· it was just a matter o~.g~tting it'backto them. I • b6 Per DOS: .. 

6 

b6 Per DOS 
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And Richard should just not have- Meredith (ph) should not have phrased it as a request for consent. Richard 
should not have approached it for a request for consent. You guys had all the data points you needed before 
Meredith Edwards (ph) even called. You were the only ones, aside from Chris Stevens, who knew what was in 
the diary. If it was so compelling and you had an obligation to report it, you should have and could have just 
done so; It's this five, six-day lapse and then the convoluted sourcing and then the weird blaming a leak. It 
just doesn't make sense. 

I mean, I know if I can go back in time there are a couple of things I would do differently. One is I would have 
recorded the conversation with Richard Griffiths. Because if you would have been party to it or heard it, you 
wouldn't even try for a moment to explain or defend. You just wouldn't. There were five people on that call, 

· four others and Richard Griffiths. There was no ambiguity. 

QUESTION: Who were they? 

ANSWER: Capricia Marshall~ ~excuse me- and I had it on speaker in my office, so my deputy 
was on. I mean, you might want to impugn our- their objectivity, but we all understand and speak fluent 
English. (laughter.) He just came into it- and frankly, in hindsight, when I spoke to Mark (ph) before Richard 
Griffiths, before Richard Griffiths spoke t~ I Mark (ph) and I didn't have a theological conversation 
either about CNN's right to use. It was also in the framework of the family's consent. And I think that's 
getting lost here. And that's the only thing- and it's a big thing- but that's the thing that is rubbing us so 
wrong, that is literally just what we feel is wrong. And it's what the Stevens feel is wrong. 

QUESTION: What- how- what do you mean? How would you define it? like when you say "what's wrong" 
wh~t is it that they're most upset about? 

ANSWER: Frankly, I don't know that thev're uoset as much as their worst feelings towards the media were 
.sort ofconfirmedJ 

b6 
b7C 

QUESTION: I see. That's what you meant by credit. Now I get it. 
b6 Per DOS 

ANSWER: Yes. 

QUESTION:. Yeah. 
b6 Per DOS 

ANSWER: So that didn't o - but the conversation -my point is tha 

~-----------------------------------------------------------------------b6 Per DOS 

It's almost worse than a contract, because people break contracts, and they're kind of· b
6 

....._ ____ ___. b7C 

sterile. This was someone who lost! pnty days before in a terrible,.terrible man~er, and only hours. 
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before witnessed· his body coming off a plane with an American flag on it. And someone said to him we will 
not do anything with it until you tell us otherwise, and there were three other witnesses to it. It's just, on a 
humane level. wrong. 

I have not -I hav~ - ·1 will question CNN's journalistic actions since this happened on Wednesday night, 
Thursday. I don't think- if you guys are so confident that you acted within the obligations and resp·onsibilities 

-· ... ·vou·have'fo-yoUfown ·standards~"thenTdon'fkn·owwhyso-rneoiie~jusniicJn't·saythat·right ·offthe·bat: ·t·don't - .. 
know what was with the convoluted sourcing. And I certainly don't know what was with Anderson's 
statement. And then I don't know what was with Saturday's statement saying that it was because you were 
getting caught- that people were calling you, reporters were calling you. And then furthermore, I note to this 
very minute that you've got people off the record telling reporters that there was no request for permission. 
It just- it's not.handling this humanely on that level, and it is not handling it professionally since Wednesday 
night or Thursday, when you first started to allude to this hit list stuff. 

And the notion that we're reacting to the content is crazy. I didn't react -we didn't react untillO o'clock 
Friday night, a good 24- actually more- a good 36 or 48 hours after you started with the hit list stuff. It 
wasn't a reaction to that. · 

QUESTION: Yeah. That makes sense. Have you heard from the family in the last couple days? b6 Per nos, FBI 

b7C Per FBI 

ANSWER: Yeah. ·, I heard from Dike an hour ago~ jl just think- and 
this is me speaking, not them- just whatever you're going to do., do it. This- you said it yourself. You're half 
pregnant. It doesn't make sense. The contents of the--

QUESTION: Did they get it yet, by the way? Have they gotten the book? 

ANSWER: They got it within -the book, no. Can't get the book out of, Benghazi because can't find alternative 
-the reason we designated the Italians is because we have no one else there. We all evacuated after the 
attack. We quickly thought of friendly countries and NGOs. It was the Italians and the Finnish. The Italians 
answered the phone first. They warned us- they said, look we will take this, we will safeguard it under lock 
and key, but it's not like we're going to Tripoli tomorrow. 

And I told that t1 jright off the bat, and they were fine with it because they -I don't know what 
Richard sent that I passed on, and I don't know if that satisfied them, but I mean, they understand there are 
some logistical challenges. 

QUESTION: What I'm guessing is that- what 1 believe is that' just simply a typed account of the written words, 
no·-1 don't think there are photographs or anything else. I think -I'm presuming-

ANSWER: Oh, I don't think so. t don't think-· 

QUESTION: I'm presuming it's--

ANSWER: --your written statement ·· 

QUESTION: -· typed -
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ANSWER: No, your written statement on Saturday said CNN has not sh~wn an image of it, which to me means 
we have an image of it. 

QUESTION: I don't know if we do or not. 

ANSWER: But that aside, I mean --

QUESTION: We haven't shown it, but I don't know if we do or not. But l don't believe-

ANSWER: Well, one of two --

QUESTION: I don't believe Richard had -I don't believe,... if we did .have an image of ~t, . l don't know that 
we've ever -that it's e·ver been - nobody -I don't know anyone who's seen it. And I don't- and I think 
Richard -I think all Richard did was type up or have someone- someone over there typed up the words and 
sent it in an email, I guess, to --

·ANSWER: But here's the other - here's the other thing that no one understands. You guys are the only ones 
who read the whole thing, and you guys are the ones who wrote the transcript that went to the Ste~ens 
family. let's just for a moment assume that they're identical, that there's nothing in the diary that didn't 
make its way into the transcript that the Stevens family had within an hour of Richard sending it to me and 
presumably read it soon after they acknowledged that they got it. How Is it that you guys think there's 
something in there that. alludes to Ch~is being concerned about his personal security that they don't? 

QUESTION: Because -

ANSWER: I woul~ think there's no one in the world -I would think there's no one in the world who would 
care more about finding their bro.ther and their son's and their- the killer than the Stevens family. So if the 
d~ary says X was - I saw X following me this morning, or X told me I am on a hit list--

QUESTION: You might want to have them send it to you. 

ANSWER: I have it. I've just never looked at it. It's not a matter of access. It's a matter- that's a line that I 
don't want to cross. 

QUESTION: Maybe it's in the parts that-

ANSWER: I literally have got-· 

QUESTION: -- but maybe it just has personal stuff that has nothing to do with the security or things. I mean -

ANSWER: But I guess my point - the point I'm making is when the Stevens family became aware of the.· 
contents of the diary, assuming th.at the transcript were the full contents, it's not like they called eve,.Yone 
back and said, "Hold on a second, now I see what you guys mean. This stuff is important and needs to be out 
t here. I, at the v.erv least, want the FBI to have it." And if they didn't t rust us anymore, ifthey didn't think we 
were an honest broker because we knew what the contents were, Tom is the U.S. Attorney. He could 
{inaudible) 10 people. So what is it that you guys- and I'm not literally asking this - but what is it (inaudible)? 
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QUESTION: No, I think you'll see it when you see it, is that there are -there are a few references in there 
about his concerns about security. You saw the reference now about the fact that he me_ntions this ai-Qaida 
hit list. Whe~her he's right or wrong is-who knows? Nobody knows, or what the hell that means. 

So I guess the decision here is that-was made that there's- there's plenty in the diary and most of it has- is 
· ·- ---notnewsworthy-and.will :never..be.reveafed.b_y_C.NN.~Y-~.r_. .... ~~t~h-~re are a couple of items that I think that. as I 

understand the team that put together a report on Wednesday nigt)i·v~;as .. carefUrnoftoquote·oifeetl)'frC>m, · 
but to either allude to or to use in further ·reporting, which suggested that at the very least Chris Stevens was 
worried about security on a number of different levels and explain what those were. 

He did not say in there, ''The United States is failing to protect me," or whatever. But it raised- it was a data 
point~ It \\!aS not a breaking news data point. It was not a -clearly, we didn't say- we didn't have a lead story 
that said, 11United States fai~s to provide adequate security." That wasn't the story at all. It was: This is 
interesting; the Ambassador was concerned. 1 mean, that was kind of the -which _is- is newswo~hy but is 
not necessarily jn and of itself a breaking news story. We did have other sources, other people. As you know, 
people have talked with him, met with him- our reporters. You also know Fran Townsend saw him two 

. weeks before in Tripoli. · 

ANSWER: Yeah. No, I spoke to Fran. I think she put it very well, that Chris didn't- Chris didn't feel that he 
was in danger. But in- she had a great anecdote or analogy that it's -you dump a frog into a boiling pot of 
water and it senses pain and it jumps out. You put a frog in a pot of water that's room temperature and you 
bring it up to a boil, the frog doesn't sense it; the frog just stays there and dies. 

QUESTION: Wow., that's a great analogy. 

ANSWER: Yeah~ I thought it made a lot of sense. But it- she was saying he did not- wh~tever, I'm bringing 
that up because you invoked Fran. I mean, Fran --

QUESTION: No, it's just an interesting-

ANSWER: Fran thought Libya was a shit show. Fran obviously has an expertise in evaluating what she sees on 
the ground. She said starting from the airport it was a shit show. I'm not going to contest that. I've been to 
libya. It was a shit show when we were there. But she, if anything, thought Chris wasn't - kind of the 
opposite- Chris was not- he himself was probably not taking or appreciating the situation for what it is. 

So look, '!'-e don't know everything. We don't know even what we don't know. There's a reason why multiple 
agencies are looking into this. And you guys play an important part of that. Again, there's no question about 
rights. It's just I really would like to hope that to do it all again, you guys would have done a few things 
differently. 

QUESTION: listen, the whole thing with - I mean, just think about the timing. Just think about the timing of 
when -whether it was Meredith or Richard called. So this all happened - the diary came out the evening 
before. So here they are on the day of- was it Friday? Friday was the day of the memorial service? Whatever 
it was. So here now we have.this thing. On the one hand, we need to tell them as soon as possible, because 
not a day or a minute should go past without them knowing we have this because it's important that they 
know. And certainly from our perspective, we don't want anyone to think that we delayed in getting 
information to the family that we had this. 
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At the same tim~, that was the day that his body came b~ck to Andrews and it was- we took that ceremony 
live and it was- all around the world. And just sitting around CNN, people stopped. Everyone stopped . 

. People were crying. It was- you couldn't watch it and not be touched, even if you never met the guy, and 
most people hadn't. So do you tell them today? Do you tell them tomorrow? Do you tell them on Monday? I 
don't know. I mean,· I don't know what the right answer is. And I'm not-

.. .. ·-·--· ··---~ ·-··-···· ... ·- . .. ..... ., . . ·~· ·--·· .... ... . , .... - ,., , ___ . ... .. .. ---- --·-·-·-··· ....... .. -... .... .... .. ·- .. .. - ·-··-··---· - ·-··-·· -····· .. ... ' .... ......... . . ... ..... . . ...... -- ...... .... . 

ANSWER: I know. But you don't -you don't have a --

QUESTION: And you're (inaudible). 

ANSWER: You don't have a guest- you don't have a booker call. That's step one. Step two is Mark's 
statement this morning i.s disingenuous, and Anderson's was Friday night. It's not like when I called Mark if he 
said, "Look, obviously there's som.e stuff to tafk about like usage." Even if he just meant explain to you why 
we're going to use it. There were no -like when I said I want to talk to a human being about the mechanics of 
getting this back, he said, oh don't worry, this is already on a bus to_ Tripoli and then from ther~ we're going to 

· do X. There was no mechanism moving until! pushed it at about 11 o'clock at night, which sounds like maybe 
·12 hours after you had it. So this notion of the call to family and got it back to them immediately is really not 
correct. 

QUESTION: No, no, I don't think that -but 1 think that the notion that we caU the family to try to figure out 
h'ow to get it back to them immediately-

ANSWER: And Meredith just took the opportunity to also ask for permission to report on it and for a 
comment? And it was obviously the conversation didn't go over well, or th'e Stevens family wouldn't have 
called us. But for them calling us, we would have no idea until we turned on CNN and said oh look, they have 
a diary. 

QUESTION: That makes sense, yes. I have not talked with Meredith. I don't think she - I even know her. 

ANSWER: Is she in D.C. or.Atlanta? 

QUESTION: I don't know. I think Atlanta, but it could be New York. Not D.C. l,ike I said, as you can tell, I don't 
know her. 

ANSWER: All right. Well, I'm glad we talked. Thank you for calling. 

QUESTION: Well, like I said, I-call this the red phone, called up the hotline, whatever. Whether it's on this· 
subject- maybe- maybe it will be on this subject, or it's on anything else, you and I have known each other 
for 20 years and we have a good relationship. :And there are times that we need to talk no matter what, 
whether -I'm not going to -I don't even have an opinion on so many of these things because I just- it's so
it's so complicated and so convoluted, and I think that a lot of people would like a lot of do-overs. But 
nevertheless, we still -

ANSWER: Well, if you want to communicate to- I would say three things. 

One, to Mark, that I regret this went on between he and I. f wish that it. was someone else that I didn't respect 
and actually like. But it is what it is. 
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~· . . :'.#· ••• 

. : 
. : c 

Two, ~.id_ .n~.t. :-· ~~~ad n~· re.action wtlatso·~~er ~ntil Anderso~·:a~knowle~g-ed on air. tl)e ~·se of ~he ~iary .~nd . . ·· . . _ 
-,he·St.evens-'family coi'lfir.'med to us that the'y h~ad not had ariy contact witli CNN. to grant that per'm.issiorl'. . : ·--· . · ~ . " .. 'l . ", . .. . ' . . :· ' .; . ·" ·: . . : . ·. . .·. .') . ··· .. 

- .. And three; in ·t~rms ~_hvher~ v-:e·go fro.m her~~ I se~t'that n~te last night. I hope the tone cam·e ttirougt'!. . . _. 

~;t~l~g_:-~--l-- -·- ' -----: -.. ~ ---~-~ ... ~~-~-~- ............. --~---· ...... ____ ..... · --~. -- -··. _: : ... -~ .... ·_ ~·-·--· ......... ~ .:' .. ::: __ .' --· i ~ . 
· QUES~IQN: --~c?pefu_lly, ~tf:lat's.-why 1 instantly sai~·let's talk. · · · · · . · . 

. : . ·, ·,: .. . .. -:~ . ~. . . . .: 

ANSWER:. y~~h~: A~Ything'you see that's of' a-different tone is either something I said yesterd~y -I have--to. . . . ·> 

· admit--fdid a)so:(ph)·ihterview'ttiat l.beiiev~ ·p~'ople think happened today. ~It did no.t __ : · · ..: ·.. · ·· -· : .. . :· I . . .. -. . .. . ·. :. . . . .. ·. . . . . ... .. .· . 
___ . QUESTJPN: ll:slne.~to that. J thought t~ai W~s ~very fair int~~ew· by the way:: -. . 

· . ~NSWER: ·It hap.pene.(j 24. hours ago . 

. · . . . . .. :. . .I: . . .. . . ·. , . ~ :' . 
·QUES:t'IPN:· ' 'still thought it ~a~. a· fair intei'View. . . · .· . 

-_ ANS~ER: It )\'.;~ wo~h it. It;~~~ :..:.rth ;(ju~. ~~'I :..uld be calleif"c~ap• by the pther guy. - I!~ I've not sal~- . . -·. 
·anything- H~ankly did not·say _anythjng onthe record:e·xcept rega.rding (inaudible) ·problem in itself. But-l've . . . ... ·. - . . I· . . - .. . . . . . . . - . . .· , . .. . . . . , . . . . . . ... 
· : ... :pne of,he ferms-llear_r\ed in thisjob·is the neec:l to create spa'ce foi:.people to. do what they'r~ ·g~ing to do. 1 · .:. · . . 
am tryi_ng to. cre~te,t:h~t .spac~< l ~erit th~t n~t~: .. ,~ou guys seeh1·~· to·t\ave.done-whatev.er Y'?u'v~ dC?ne today, . ·: : · 
and .l'm.going to key·off of that.. . · · ·:. . · · :·· · · 

. . . ·, .- ·. . ~ ._c · .. · · : I ·· ~ : :··"'.. . · ·. ; : · .·· . .- · . · · . . ; · · · :.. · ·: : · · . · ·.. · ... · ·· 
. QUESTIO~: .Well,_ we've·spent.m,uch· of:- "n of today basically ~oual~it:'g about,-it:: 'So o~her th~n· Mark's. short ·-

. . segr;nenN!arli.er, ;it's just not be.en ~- it; s. just not bee~ ~ topic of tonv~rs~t!on. . . . . ·. • 
. .. • . . .. . . .::_. . . ; ' . ' ·, t ' ~·· .. ·. ; 

~- .... . . 

., 

. ·. ~ 

. .... 

·. · · 'ANSWER:-'Yeah: 
. · . .. · ' . ·"·· . :. 

•.' ,• . . . . \ :. 

.. QUESTION: .So:there we are~ at lea~ for now. ·~ ·. ;\ " ·. 

i~Ns~R: OkayJ ·. _• ._ ·- . ---.. · ·. · ·-- - _· ·· ·-·- .. . . ' . . · 

QUESTJd~ : _let' f keep the pUdear, h~tline op~n .. Th~;; s al~ays healthy. And i(~er¢' .:~~ethinB that we: re _ . 
gross.ly m1s~1"g or you se·e people's .feat~.ers getting ~p.and m.a counterproductive way, yeah--> • ~Ns~ER; 1 app1eciaie iha~ .. <: _-- .. •---• --. ._---__ -- . -_-. - -_-.. •. . " 

. ·QUESTION: ·~11 right: .Thanks)._ __ __. 

:: ~]'I~~~R: Tharl (in~uriiblej. . 
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. U.S.DEPARTMENTOFSTATE 
Office of the Spokesperson 

September 24, 2012 · 

BACKGROUND BRIEFING 

Senior State Department Officials on Secretary Clinton's Bilateral Meetings 

September 24,2012 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel 

New York 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: All right, everybody. Th.ank you for your patience. We are here 
to give y_ou some background information on some of the· Secretary's bilateral meetings today. I will give you 
a readout on her meeting with libyan President of the Governing National Council Magariaf and then (Senior 
State Department Official Two], who is [title withheld], will give you a readout on her meetings with President 
Karzai and President Zardari and a little bit of a broader sense' of where we are in our relationship with both 

· Afghanistan and Pakistan. I am hereafter Senior State Department Official Number One, and (Senior State 
Department Official Two) is Senior State Department Official Number Two. 

So, first of aU, with President Magariaf. 1. think a number of you got a chance to see the very· warm and 
heartfelt public statements that were made at the top of the meeting, starting with a recognition of the very 
difficult days for both the United States and libya following the attack in. Benghazi and the loss of Ambassador 
Stevens and our thr~e other diplomats, and the absolutely firm commitment on both sides, on the American 
side and on the libyan side, not, as the Secretary has said, to allow Libya's hopes and dreams to be hijacked by 
extremists or hijacked by a mob. In that context,· the conversation obviously started.on the subject of 
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s~cUrity. The PL;ident and the Secretary reviewed the work that the Un )ted stat~s has.b een dOing to. try tQ . ·. · · . 
support_~iby~'s ;effort to reir in·t~e militias,_to deal with MAN PADS arid othef'excess weapons fr~!'" the__ I • •• • 

Q~dhafi_ era, to ensure that chemi~~d weapons are s.ecured. The Secretary offered to intensify o~r support and ·' . ' ' . . . . . 
. h~lp for the·liti~an. Government· in all of th~se areas. , ~ · · : . .. . ·. · · . . :·· : ... . 

. . • . 1· . .. • • . . . • . 

The- President Magariaf spoke of two fundamental threats to Ub~n security: the first, 'he th_r.eat"from · · · ... 
extremist's-w.ith 1their· own·agendas; the· ~J~~.Qn,d,_a_threaUr:o.m-:re.mniu1t.s -of-the-Qadhafi-era,-and·he-said ·tha·r:- · ... ~--: . 

. - ·---·- s~c!Jrit{is_their governme-;,-t's absolute highest priority . . He- also ~poke .about ·concerns about the borders and . . . . ·. . .... ·. - r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .· . , .. 
· th'e imp~r.tance:pf_bein~ abl.~ t~ work well with neig~b.~rs to s_ecure borders·sothat they can't be ~the · .. , . ·. 

· · ~poro~~-~-~s~ .. c~_n'lt -~-e abuse~ either ·~y Qadhafi .era ~e~nan~s or by ext~emists,. and }~~ked ~pr the Unite~ ~ta~es'~ . : : · 
help m thetr cqntmued effort to butld good cooperatton w1th thetr ne~ghbors m thts regard.·. · .. 

~~y~ th~n Yo(ent ~n and talked about the eco,~omic c~ a.llen~eS of, as th~ Secretary put It, ii elpir'g libya to build · .. 
a 21 century .~~~momy. The Secretar)r t <!lked·at some length etbout.our.desire to enco4rag~ incr~ased U:S. · 
investm~n~ in libya 'along .the lines that we'v~ .been also ~oing in· Tunisia and in Egypt to: bring U'.S. busine~s . . 

·-people to _libya. fga in:' Pr~s!~ e nt :·~-~$ar.~af s~oke abo.ut wanting· to ·diversify_ the U~~a-~ . ~c_otioniy ·so it'~ not 'just 
petrochemical dependent ~ut to mak~ it a tr.~ly 21st century economy, picking up on her phrase .. 

The Secretary. OIL talked about the challenge Of writing -~ per:fnii~eilt :C!J~stitution that ~ta~ds Ohead Qf Ubya . . . · 
··. and ~ur hope an1~ e·~pectation that it'll. have strong prote·cti~ns for.'the .human .rights of aU-the highest. rule.of . ·.- .: 

. ·] .. ·. . . . . .· .. . . . . . . 
law standards and justice. She also. raised PanAm 103, as she does in all meetings with senior Libyans, aild-

1 . • • . . • • . . . 

. ,request~d continued cooperation as w~ keep working on· that issli~ together. .· · 

: Why don't we g~ to You; [Senior Sll!te ~epa~m ent Offici a I Two]; ~n Afghanistan and Pa~ista n. 
I . . . • . . . 

: . .. I . . , . . . .. " , . . 

SENIOR ·STATE.DEPARTM~NT OFFICIAL TWO: Okay. Thanks, and sor,.Y to keep everyone-w~iting~ The 
bilateral wi~h PrJsi.de!lf.Karzai ~ctually went.quite long, so 1 just ... returned-f~om that. Let me give you 'Just kind 
of br~a~- o,vervie.~s·of both'the bilateral meetings today and;~h~n tty to put it in :a slightly broader framewt)r.k ' 
aswell: · · · · · 

·-. 

::· 
The meeting witf\ President Karzai lasted, I guess; p·robably dose to ail hour:. ·It started off with th_e discussion 

.. about 'the afier~ath of the video incident and ou~ appreciation to the Afghans for helping t~rkeep violenc~ .. . I '· .. . . . . . ·. . . . .. . 
from that inddent down to a minimal amount, and President Karzai appreciated that. . 

It went thr~ugh :~~d,of ail . OSsessmen~ of wh~r.e we ~;e broadly right n:w ~n the road thrQug\1 transition in 
2Q14. Qbviou'siv.! Yfe. just completed the drawdown of t~e surge _tro~ps, and w~. a~e .. c::ontlnu!ng our 
~or:n~itinents ~htough 2014-and then.into the transformation decade that follows. 

Ob~i~usly, the isL~ of ilisider ~ttacks came up, and we talked abQut the. continuing need-: akhough I ,.;ouid 
defer on· this to rlty Defense .Department cQII~agues on the milit~r.y end .:... but the need to continue t'o work .. 
th~ough the~e ~~·sp.e~ arid the joint .interests ~f Afgh~r:ts and American citi~e~.s in building; a strong and s~able 
Afghan National Security Force which can help_ to- whi.ch will contribute· to a stable politic~ I futur~ .~or 
Afghanistan.' · · 

·Part of that polit.ifal st~hility is pre~ised on the Strategic Pan;n~rship Agree~ent whi~h w~ signed e_a_~~ier in ., . · 
the year:, and that was raised, including next steps from the SPA, as we call it . . One of. those is ~hat it t alked . · 

. . j . . • • 

. about th~ beglnnirg of a bilateral security commissic;m, whi_ch would start the process of negot iating a .bila~eral . . 
. ··security agreeh,eht. ·.~nd we;ve be~n working on the v~ry beginning points of that discussion and that-will .· 

' • 
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start next week: And on October 3'd, we'll have our first meeting. It's still, for those of you who follow the 
w~eds of this, we were given about a year from the time negotiations started .:.. this is not the formal start of 
negotiations, but it's the beginning of the path to negotiations on the bilateral security agreement. So another 
positive development in how we are kind of jointly working through our -the issues of mutual concern. 

Obviously, as it always does, a political resolution and reconciliation also came _!!~-.!.~·ItQ_.9.!tJhls.point, .. _ .. .... ~-- ..... 
Ambassador~Grossman-noted·that he· lla<rjusffinlslle(fcon.vening.the-elghth-~eeting·of the core group at his 
level between Afghanistan and Pakistan and the U.S., which in part had follow-up reports from several of the 
working groups that they tested out their last meeting. One of these was a meeting of the safe passage 
working group, which was first hosted in Islamabad just two weeks ago, and looks at the possibility to facilitate 
movements of Taliban for those who wish at some point down the road t~ join any sort of reconciliation 
discussion. 

So at this point it's working through the theoretical and legal frameworks and seeing where we can continue 
to - how we can continue to best facilitate any process down the road. 

And then I think ~ignificantly, because President Karzai talked about the broader political, strategic, and . 
economic issues at play in any sort of longer-term stability for his country, I wanted to make sure that this 
wasn't seen as a bilateral meeting in some sort of isolation. There's actually a number of meetings happening 
in the course of this week that build on the very firm foundation that we have set over the course of the past 
year. And many of you will be familiar with the kind of series of major ministerial meetings, summits, and 
others that we've held. · 

One last Thanksgiving was the Istanbul Conferenc~, which provided a regional framework for including very 
specific economic and political confidence-building mechanisms. And it was at the beginning of a process that 
was followed up in Kabul this past summer, and right now in fact, Ambassador Grossman is at a meeting of 
senior officials to continue with that Istanbul process and assess where we are on some of those confidence
building mechanisms. 

Similarly, as you know, we laid the foundation in Chicago for contributions to the Afghan national security 
forces, and then in Tokyo, we did the complementary piece on the economic and civilian assistance side with 
commitments of $4 billion a year for four years. So into this transformation decade showing that the 
international community will continue to stand by Afghanistan. And there was a meeting tomorrow, whi~h 
will continue to look at the mutual accountability framework, commitments that Afghanistan made, as well as 
where the international community is. 

And President Karzai asked about the possibility of continuing to attract economic investment; there was 
recently an investment conference in Delhi with over 400 companies there, and in fact, just this morning 
Deputy Secretary Nides kicked off his day with a meeting of about a dozen American companies who are 
already investing or·are thinking of investing in Afghanistan. 

So this is all part of a much broader framework where, as the Secretary noted in the bilateral, there's been a 
very steady, positive growth of this state in Afghanistan over the course of certainly the last decade, but even 
now just the past few years- And our goal now is really to continue to build on that, how to consolidate those 
gains, and ensure that we build on those successes. 

On Pakistan, Secretary met with President Zardari this morning. But it follows on a series of high-level 
meetings that we've had over the course of the last few months, which have really resulted in part by - from 
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I 
I • ' J • • 

· th~ success of rLening th<i Ground lin<is of Coinmunication a~ the beginnin~ of the sUinme;, and it reall~ · I . . . 
paved the way for a kind of reenergized dialogue at senior levels. 

. . So Secretary Cli j ion last met with Foreign Minister Kha r in T ~k;o when they were atthe Tokyo conference in I . . . .· . . 
early July, and had another - · · :· . · 

1- - - .... - .. --.. -·--····----- -· :: __ .. ______ .. .. ... .. - ··---=---- ···- ... ···-·· · ----~---_-.. - ----
.. ·- -QUESTieN:--·Wait:-··oidn't-tneymeet on Fiiday? . · . ..... 

,'' ,. . . . . . . . I . 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: last-before this past meeting. Sorry, I was "just getting to• the 

. I . . . . .. . 
point where Foreign Minister Khar then came. . . .:,: 

~fter Ari;bassadl Grossman's visit to Islamabad in Kabul. laStwe<ikend, then Foreign Minisi~r Khar.s~ent ~ost: . 
. . I .. . . . . • 

· of last week in Washington. She had a series.of, !think, very constructive and very hon~st meetings with key 
senators and. Ko~se members. She-did a· range of Civil society ~nd think ta.nk.meetings,·includingth.e Council 

I , . . : . 
on Foreign Relations. And then she had about a two hour bilateral meeting with Secretary Clinton on Friday.···. . . . ·I . . . .. , ... . , . . . : 
And that really ci>ve.red the. w~terfront in terms o~ our issues and many of those. were addressed aga!.n today . . 
with President :Z~rdari . . Aga.in, w~:started off, gi~en the primacy in ·au·ot our mirids on security, ~f personnel;. · .. ·· . . I . . . . . . . . . o_ 

SENIOR S"rATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Are you on zardari or. Khar now? You' re on Zardari. . 
. . . . 1 . . . . ' . . . . . . . 0 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I'm on Zardari, ~lthough I will let you know on-the Kha~ ·piec~of 
it, ·which ~as- b~~au~e.it was a Jot" longer, was-gone into more· of the. specific issues c{~ well. . . . 

The meeting iodly with President Zardari started again on the recent violence caused by the 'vide~: .. We h3Ve 
·had extremely gdod support from Pakista~i security sources in protecting our p~sts and our p~rso.nnel, and we 
·spent quit~ .a bit-bf timeta.lking about the violence throughout the region. The Sec~eta,Yo·was:unequivocal in. · 

. . stating thatthosJ·who p(ovoke violence ·cannot be tolerated, and.it 'undermin'es the sovereignty of. states;. and 
. .. I .. . • . . . ·, . . ., . 

v-fe all must stand··against violence .. And there was complete concurrence by Pakistani leadership; not only by 
Pre~ident Zardaril who.~as there, but by s~nio~ members of his government and senior .. leaders of coalition~ 
parties who joined-.therri, that there was zero tolerance for. both violence and extremism. So on this issue, ·. . . I . .. .. . . 
they were very united. . . . . 

0 
• • • 

- The :~akistanis hale said several times that they appredated very much both the Pfesident and the Secretary'S 
statements about the video and the statements from our.seriior officials about its offensiveness and how it's. 
~een reprehensi~le·, but that it is no justific~tion for.violence. And the f irst. part of our. meeting was dedicated. 

~: . . .. . ' . . . . 

to that. 

· · ·.· In a kind of fu~:ther, smalle.r':'group ·session between President Zardari and. S~cretary Clinton, the_y talked about 
· continued count~rt~rrorism cooperation, inc.Juding our·continuing efforts to squeeze th~ Haqqani N·etworko .· 
. : And as_you all kn9w,. we recent~y designated th~ H~qqani Network a~. a foreign .terrorist organ~z.ation. :rh·ere 

was talk about religious freedoms. There was continued discussion, as there was with President Kariai on •. 
Afghanistan, on rkcontiliati~m . And again, we spoke about s~me of th.e things I just me~tio.ned: the core . ·. I . . . • . . . . 
group, the Safe Passage Working ~roup. And _of note is the last co_re grpup b~fore todays, which was in 
Tokyo, held ·at thJ ministerial level, which, for the first t ime, all three countrie~ jointly called on Tali ban to join 
the peace procesJ. ·And building on that ·statement as wetf,-,hotabty f>riine Minister Ashraf made h_is f)rst.· . 
.foreign_ trip as PriJne· Minister t() Kabul, and we ~ill continue "to lo~k for ways that we. cooperate on this ·i.ss'u.e. .· . 
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And then lastly; also mirroring the Afghan conversation, was talk of our economic relationship and the 
relationship between the Pakistani people and the American people. Of note right now is the launch by the 
Secretary Clinton of the U.S.-Pakistan Women's Council as part of her event at 4 o'clock, which is meant to 
bu.ild opportunities for Pakistani women and both U.S. and Pakistani businesses. There was discussion of 
some of the private sector investment vehi~les that we've tried to design to encourage further investment, 
including something which we just announced, the PPII, the Pakistan Private Investment Initiative; ongoing 
civilian assistance that we're giving to Pakistan, incluf!if:!g .. ~ .r~~e.!:lt co.mmitmenuo.help.repave··some·keyroads · 

-········· leading to·Afghanist~rnwfiicti .are partfcUiariy-use'd-in the movement of supplies to Afghanistan; and the very 
welcome growing trade relationship between Pakistan and India even as noted in the re<:.ent visit·ofthe 
Commerce- the recent discussion of the Commerce Secretary's administers. 

And from all this we are continuing to try to focus and hone and build on our bilateral relationship. Many of 
you remember the working groups that we established a little while ago. We have committed to three or four 
of ~he most significant ones meeting before the ·end of the year. 

SE~IOR STATE .DEPARTMENT OFFICIAl ONE: The counterterrorism working group? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFAC1Al TWO: The .first- theyre all working groups. The very first one that I 
think will meet is the one on counterterrorism and law enforcement, which will address counter lEOs, which 
came up as well today and on Friday. We'll also look at -to ones on the economy and market access issues, 
and we hope to also sign a bilateral investment treaty by the end of the year, as well as issues on the defense 
consultative group and potentially a nonproliferation group. 

So there's a lot that we're re-energizing at this point. 1 don't think anyone wants to set expectations too high 
or too broad. But I think the general trajectory is certainly one that we've worked very, very hard on, 
particularly Secretary Clinton an~ Foreign Minister Khar, and which we're all trying to further. · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Great. let's go to questions. Just to underscore a point that 
[Senior Department Official Two] made, I think with regard to both Afghanistan and Pakistan, you have not 
only these r_neetings that happen at the level of Secretary, head of state, but you have a huge amount 
happening at the Marc Grossman level, at the delegation level, particularly. as we get these various working 
groups and security and economic agenda items moved forward. ' · 

Go ahead. 

QUESTION: Can I ask specifically about the meeting with Zardari and your discussion of the Haqqani 
Network? You said you spoke about your efforts to squeeze them. Since the FTO designation, and even 
previous to that, there haven't been any recent comments by Pakistani officials suggesting that they will take 
any further action against them. What was the message today? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: We've continued to speak very substantively over the course of 
at least the last year. And I remember when Secretary Clinton was there last fall, she gave several specific 
examples of what squeezing the Haqqani Network would look like, and we continue to talk about ways we 
could pursue that together. And many of these working groups will provide some opportunities to continue to 
build on that, so- · 

QUESTION: But the President didn't say anything today about Pakistan taking any action at all to step up -
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· .. 
• • • • ' • • . ' • • . ' · . ... :· •• • ' • • •· • •• · ;. • • •• • • • • • • ••• • .t. • • 

· · · ~ENIOR STATEPErARTMEtn.,Offl~fAL TWO; And --.right. ~nd the Pr~me Minister.and the MfA-:- and ·' th!nk 
· · you~fl se·e continued statements on· ~his .._,were unequivocal. · ·· . I. . . . . 

• • y .' • • 

···~quesTION: (ln~uaiblt!) ~ill have.some (inaudib!~).· · 
·. . . . . ., . .. . . 

. ,• . .. . .... . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . SENIQR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFiCIAL TWO: Right, bu~ you have to also look at-the -- . 
: . . . . . . \ . . . :. . . . " ·:. . . . 
... · . . ·. . . ·• .. ~ ' . . . 

. QUESTION: .Well (inaudible) was no tole.rimce (inaudible)? 

. :' .: . 

' . 

. ·. : 

. . ·· . .. \ . .· . ... . . . . 
• • . . . . • . •• . • :. . , .>' • • • • • \ · . ·;· • • • • • 

. SENIOR. STATE DE~ARTMENT OFFI9AL 1WO: But you also ha.ve to look at. it in the conte,~~ of thei( cqal.ition .. ·. 
gov~rnm~nt. And s~ ~~ey may .r:-ot .· ~- ·· ·· 

QUESTION: .. Why? 

· .. SENIORSTATfDEPARTMENT OFFICIAL·TWO: They have said--, 
.· \·;· ' . • t . . ' ... · . · · . . . 

. . . . . . " 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Matt, I think the expectation, based on the conversation that we 
had, was that the party will make its decisions and that will hav~ an impact on the larger" question of how this 
is dealt with. 

QUESTION: Okay. So you're-- . .. . .. . ---- ··-- ....... -·- ... - · . ..... --· -·-.. 
. ... . ·---· ·--·· . .. . . -·· . - · -· . --- -------· ··---··-.. ·- .. -·- -·- ' 

- -· ·---- - -- -·· ..... ·-···· ·- ·-- ·- -· ---- _., , __ 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Okay. 

QUESTION: You're comfortable characterizing what you- what they said, but not what Zardari said about the 
Haqqanis? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: I think we've given you what we can on this. Anybody else? 

QUESTION: Well, can I follow on that? Because I'm, like, not quite sure what all this means. So did the 
Secretary - you said that they brought it up. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Mm-hmm. 

QUESTION: Did - first of all, was it President Zardari that brought it up? And did the Secretary actually ask 
him to do anything to the Railway Minister or make some statement in his own name disavowing it? And 
what is your expectation of the Pakistani Government writ large in its responsibility here to follow up on that? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAl TWO: The President raised it at the outset of the meeting, as we had 
the more -the broader conversation about violence and recent protests and the aftermath of it. It was part 
of the bro;ider discussion when they talked about, as I said, that anyone that provokes violence cannot be 
tolerated, and that was echoed on by both delegations. And we are in further conversations, including with 
several of the ministers there and leaders of the various p~rties. They not only all completely disassociate 
themselves from it, but said that it was a process, an internal proc~ss that would continue to play out and that 
they were addressing. And we were comfortable with that. response. 

QUESTION: . So that- but that's your- that's a global response to that, which is one of the things I asked you. 
But specifically on Zardari, did he say he would disavow it when she asked him? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: .It started with this whole conversation in which President 
Zardari drew her attention to the government's statements disavowing the comments. So it started on the . 
affirmative with him. And then there were several people in the delegation who spoke to it, including the 
party leader -

SENIOR STA1'E DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Right. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: And as [Senior State Department Official Two] has said, the 
understanding was that this would now be handled internally, and we'll see how it goes. Okay? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: But there was certainly- and again, I don't want to speak for 
them either, and I think that they w ill continue to speak to this in the coming days, but they were very clear 
that they felt that they had taken among the strongest actions possible thus far in terms of repudiating and 
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disassociating the parties and the government from these.statements, and that the rest, in terms of whatever 
may happen on his job, was a matter for their internal domestic processes to take care of. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAl ONE: let's go over here. Steve. 

QUESTION: I want to go to libya. 
. .. .... --··- ·-. .. -- ... .. . . . ...... .. . ........ .... ··· ··-- ... .. - ·········- -·····- -· - - -·· . - -·- ·· -·- ---- ·····--- .... . ·· - . -- .. -----·-··---·-··· ..... ............ . 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Yep. 

QUEsTION: If anyone wants --

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAl ONE: Well, shall we finish on Pakistan first? Yeah. 

QUESTION: On the video itself that- their spokesman yesterday said that they intend to call for international 
legislation against such incidents, ·so did they actually raise something like that in the meeting? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: That was not discussed in any part of the meeting. I am not 
aware that it was discussed in. any part of the meeting. I know that there have been some suggestions about 
this, and we'll have to see how it plays out over the course of this week. But we also talked about our 
freedoms and th'e sanctity with which we hold them as well. · 

QUESTION: Okay. And with regards to Afghanistan and the reconciliation effort, Afghanistan and Pakistan 
recently have be.en trading allegations of cross·border insurgency. Was that discussed? And are- or did you 

raise anything that yo.u're happy with the cooperation that you are receiving in terms of border cooperation 
mechanism from Pakistan? · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: It was part of the broader discussion on their bilateral 
relationship between Afghanistan and Pakistan, and I think we are all working towards continuing the positive 
traj~ctory that t~at is on as well. And certainly, Pakistan has been more engaged on the reconciliation side, 
including posting this Safe Passage Working Group just recently and Prime Minister Ashraf's visit to Kabul 
recently. And we'll co.ntinue to build on that, and I think there's a recognition of that on the ~fghan side as 
well. 

QUESTION: And just lastly, you- earlier you said that in the meeting with the Foreign Minister Khar, there 
were some specifics that were discussed. So if you could just elaborate on that. · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: There's a whole range of issues. She had spent her- as I 
mentioned, she had at least three separate meetings with a series of Hill members, and they had raised a 
number of issues with her, and she discussed some of those. She discussed some Qf the ongoing civilian 
assistance and economic initiatives, including energy needs and some of the things that we'll discuss in the 
working groups, and then the broader regional issues as welf. So it was just -there was a lot covered over the 
course of that two hours. We didn't linger on any particular topic, and so those are what she di~cussed. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Paul. 

QUESTION: Did President Zardari or any other Pakistani official urge the U.S. to do anything more to prevent 
incidents like this film or taking action against the people who created it? 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Beyond the broad frame that I just told you about, condemning 
all those who provoke violence, there was not any specific action requested. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Andy. 

QUESTION: Did drone strikes come up from either side, either in- with the President Zardari ~.~~~!ng .P.rJ.n . ..... .. . 
.. -· .... -the. ~h.ar .. meeting.?-- ..... . ........... ·· · · · ··-~·---···- ..... ·······- - ··· ··- · ·-·-···- -..---.·····-- · .... ·- ... .. - ···--· ... -··--· .. ·-··--

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: As you know, we don't talk about such a thing. 

·Margaret. 

QUESTION: Was there conversation in either of the meetings about the impact of the Haqqani designation on 
reconciliation efforts? 

SENIOR STATE DEP~RTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: We've actually been quite pleased with the response in both 
countries on the designation, and we'll continue to build on· it. · 

QUESTION: So it was discussed? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAl TWO: It was-

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: I think that it's fair to say that it had been discussed before the 
designation was made, that they could expect this, and that it was something that we felt we needed to do in 
order to be able to go after the sources of funding, etcetera, for the Haqqani Network. So by the time it 
actually happened, I think it's fair to say, [Senior State Department Official Two], that it wasn~t a surprise. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Absolutely. As I briefed immediately after the designation, this 
was something that we wanted to keep the Pakistani Government in very close touch about. And so we had 
raised it with a variety of senior civilian, military, intelligence leadership and worked with them through this. 
so· by the time of these meetings of the past few days, it hasn't been an issue. 

QUESTION: Well, isn't the reason that they're happy with- or you were happy with their response because
I'm sorry. let me formulate this again. The Pakistanis are under the assumption that they have zero added 
obligations as a result of this FTO designation. Have you told them anything to suggest otherwise? 

SENIOR.STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: · I think you'd have to get the Pakistani response on what their 
obligations are. 

QUESTION: I do have- yeah. I mean, in fact, they've said that. I mean, the Foreign Minister said that last 
week, that she doesn't- they're- you told them ahead of time that's done, it was done for U.S. reasons, and 
boom, so what for them. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: But I mean, I would also look to the press release that the 
Embassy issued here noting that they were foreign fighters, going squarely into the parliamentary 
recommendations on the expulsion of foreign fighters and that Pakistani soil should not be used to launch 
attacks on others. So I think that the response thus far has actually been very constr.uctive. 
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. · .. ·. I·. . . . 

... 

•·· .. I . 
SENIOR STATE OEP~RTMENT OFFtqAL.ONE: Anyt~ing else on Afghanistan,· Pakistan? • ' : 

' ' . 
' • · 

· · Please. ' · 
.• .. . . 

·QUESTION: Yeah. On Pakistan, ca.h you just clarify-·. . . . I . . . ·. ..·. 
· __ .. _SENJ.Q.R.SJAT~.l>EP.A·~;ME~T .OFFIG1Al-0NE:-Ca n· yo~-~~u·us who· youafe? .. ---·-·-- -· -· -:·:~-~.:-: -: ... -.. ! _.;. ~ ... .. ·-:- ~'-- _ , _ __ .. ~ . . -'I . . . . .. . . . .. 
. · :·: QUESTION: ._Josh Gerstein_' ~ith Politico~· You satd there .~~~- a general discussion.of not:tolerating an~on~-who. : =. 

· · ·· p_rbvoked vio!en~ce. Were.you intending to-encompass in that' both the Railw<iy ry1inis~er's.comments 'and. the · 
o.riginal act of posting this. video? .And was the theme of this discussion that b"oth ·kinds of acts should be 

. . . I ... , . ,. . - . .. 
. . _considered in para(lel ~nd similar sanctions should apply t(). both kinds· o.f acts? 

. . . . . . .. -~ ·I . . . . . . . .. . . . . ·. . ·. . . . ·. . . . . 
· .SENIC)R STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: 1 think it was focused much more on the Pakistani·side --of that at . . . . .. I . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ·· .. 

. .that point in thelcon_yersation:· ~lt~ough it was part of a bro~der discussion·on the qbligation_s of'governf11e_nt . . 

l_ea~ers, to speaklout_ a.bout th1s wr'~. large. Is thataccura~e? . ..' . . ·:.. .· .. . · · .. . 

SENIOR STATE D~.P~RTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: That's abo~t right . . Yeah. . , 

Piea-~e. · . . \ ·:: : . · ' .: , · · . · .. . . . 

QUES~ON; W3j there any dl~cussiOn about Pakistani Piime Minister getting.ontp the natiOnal TV (in;iud;ble) 
and declaring thJ holiday·to (inaudible)? Was there any.discussion aboutthat (inaudible)? · : .. ' 'I. . ... . . •', . . ·. 
SE~~O~ STATE:.DEPARTMENT OFfiCIAL·ON~. Ther.e was~'t h1 this set of m~etings.-. I thi~k we -!think I said•at 
the time.that ~e ;weren1 t going_to get into the.ir"internal d.ecisions about holiday~, ~ut we wanted· to see any · 

. prote~s that occurred be maximally peaceful. 1 think we have also said, Including in .thecontext of this 
. . meeting,. that. we ~~r~ed very well with.the Pakistan.is to p~otect ~~~ of our diplorri~tit ·missions, and we were 
. . very appreciative of the seriousness-with whidl.they tQ~k se~~rity: nptwithstandirigthe fact that there was . 
. some viol~n-ce an<J some loss of life, obviously. :. . . . . . ' . . . . ·. . 

QUEimoN: The lher ~ne is abOu~ trilateral talks :hich ;ire g~ing to be held her~ between UK, AfghaniStan, 
. and Pakistan. ArJ you ~uppo~ing of that talks? And wha~ kin.d of res~ Its y~u will expect out of those trilateral · : .. 
talksi · · ·· · · · · · · · .... · ·· ... ... 

. . SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT·OFFICIAL TWO: Absolutely. We're comp.letely supportive·of any. number of 
·. other talks that eAgage th~:·Afghans and Pakistanis.· 1 co'uldn~t begin to tell you ·w~at the.'~xpecte1tion is out.of . 
. them, but as Ambr~s.ador ~ross,man has said many times1 the go~ I injhe r~conci.liat·i_on effort· i~ ~~ get_ Afghans 

speaking with other Afghans a~out the futur~ of Afghanistan. And there are many ways_ and many· channels to 
try to pursue .that~ . And our avenues are one of them, and .~ but if others have other av:ef'!Ues,' w~ cert~inly 
welcor:ne those a~~eli. ·And the most:.impo_rtant pi~ce of it _is 'the ~fghan ownership .9f.~his, and given that, . 
then we're e~remely supportive of this. · : . . . . . '. · · ·· . . . . . . ·j . . . . . . . 

. • • • ' ·:· .~ f • . • ~ 

SE~.19R ST;ATE I?~fARTM.~Nt o~_FlC,l~.ONE: Anne*: ... 
. ·. I .. . , .· . . . . . . ·.· . . . 

. · QUESTION: Was there an'y discu~sion of this being her 'ast meeti.ng with either them? Is· it your expectation 
. . . . I. . . . 
· thatit is, in fact, the .last time she will see them? 

• • •• J • • • "' ·~ 

•, 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: We didn't talk about any scheduling issues. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Way, way too much work to do. • There was- there were no 
goodbye hugs here. We've got a lot of work to do in the four months ahead. 

QUESTION: Was there any discussion on the forthcoming elections in Pakistan? 
........ .... -.... ·····-- ··· ·· -- ·-·-...... -·. ... .. - . . .... . . . . 

.... -. ··stNioR·srArf~EPA"iiTMENT".oFFictAL ONE;· ·Th~~~··~a·~ ·d·i~~·~~s~-~· ~~··~;~~ral that it's an electoral seas~n ·in 

both countries. Obviously that's not a surprise. 

Jo. 

QUESTION: So is it your sense then that Pakistani-U.S. ties are now much more on an even keel and you're 
actuafly going to move upwards and forwards, or are they still just sort of stagnant and just moving along on a 
{inaudible} level? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I would certain.ly say that they're moving upwards in a positive 
direction_ I don't, again, want to overestimate and oversell what's occurred. 1 mean, we're -I think we've 
been working at ~very diligent, disciplined, workmen-like manner over the course of these last 18 months, 

. which have been very difficult, and especially over the last several m.onths, since we've had this opening 
opportunity a~ain, given the ground Jines of communication, to get this back on track. 

And f think they're reinvigorated, but we're looking at very specific, discrete, incremental steps that we can 
show that by acting togeth~r jointly, we can pursue many of our shared interests. And that's what these 
targeted few working groups are seeking to do. That's what these continued high-level meetings, working
level meetings are continuing to do . . And l'm.very comfortable with the direction that this is headed. But 
we're not- we want to be realistic and clear-eyed about all this. · 

QUESTION: Can !"ask on Afghanistan, on the Bilateral Security Commission? I got lost a little bit on- you had 
-you spoke about the talks that are happening next week, which aren't the start of the formal negotiations 
but would lead -would be talks to lead .to the formal talks? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFlClAl TWO: I think that the Strategic Partnership Agreeme'nt laid out that 
the - a bilateral security agreement should be pursued and that it would have- the goal was to have it 
completed within one year of negotiations starting. And this is just--

QUESTION: This was from the start of the last-

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAl TWO: This is from the -no, no. The Strategic Partnership Agreement 
signed by President Obama when he went there earlier in the year--

QUESTION: Right. 

. . 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAl TWO: --called for a bilateral security agreement, which would~ with 
the goal of that being completed one year after negotiations started. To start the bilateral security 
agreement, we first have to have some meetings with the Bilateral Security Commission. That commission is 
meeting for the first time next year, and we are each appointing lead negotiators. And that will start the 
process of leading to the first negotiation of the BSA. So it's a technical-

11 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: It's talks about talks. (laughter.) 

.SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: It's a technical point, but-we're not starting the tolling of that 
year next week; 

__ ... QU~.S.TI.ON: _Okay ... -.. · ~· . -'·· .·····- ··~- ····- · .... . -- ... ... ··- · · ~ " ···--·----··· -·-·· ' 
- ·--- -···· - -- -·· · -· - ·-.-· --- -·-. .. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT·OFFICIAL TWO: But it is a positive step that weare going down that road. 

QUESTION: Because they're on track eventually. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Yes. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Just remember that- yeah. Just remember that our - we 
operate in the current security environment under a Status of Forces Agreement that takes you to the time 
when· security is fully in the hands of the Afghans, at the end of 2014. So we need something that will replace . 
that as our sort of permanent security arrangement, if that's fair to say, [Senior State Department Official 
Two). 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Yes. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: And this has to be negotiated, and it has to be negotiated before 
the end of 2014. : And there was- and to try to do it within 12 months from the start of it. So this is 
preparatory to all of that. 

QUESTION: Okay. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: If that makes sense. -Okay. Going back to libya. 

· QUESTION: On Libya. The- you mentioned that in the meeting with the President that you discussed reining 
in militias, MANP~DS, the chemical weapons side, and that you wanted. to intensify support in all those areas. 
Other than the Marine FAST team that's gone in or the. FBI, which is conducting the investigation, ha~e you 
been able to resume any of the military or security cooperation since the attack? 

SENIORSTATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: My understanding- and I don't have as many details as I should; 
I'll see if I can get you a few more. But my understanding is that some of these training programs that we 

. have been doing ~or Libyans have continued through this period. We'd like to do even more. As you know, 
this has been- we've had an i11terim government and there were some questions about how many decisions 
they could take about how they were going to approach security. 

But it's certainly clear in all the conversations that we've had in the last two weeks and in the way President 
Magariaf was postured today th~t there is an appreciation and a commitment to accelerating the work that 
they are doing internally on their security. And among other things, he spoke very eloquently about the fact 
that the Libyan people are demanding to have a better sense of security. 

QUESTION: Just on a- I don't know if logistical is the right word, bu.t are you able now to get more personnel 
back into at least the Embassy in Tripoli? 
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·. 

... . . 

:'\ . ·' 
;- . . 
" - ' ·' · •i' . . ··. ·.:. · . . 

-~· .. . . . ..·'. ... . . . ..... . . 

. SENIOR ·srATE DEPARTM_ENT .OFFiCIAL .QNE: 1 don!t think tha~ we'v~ got·diffic;ulty posting.peopl~ in Tripoli for · 
. these thi'n'gs.: ·~nd. ge~·eraliy, these training progra~s are done by - teams '_con)~ in for~ short period to do· : 
. tha:t work or we .brl.ng Li~yans to the States. or to Europe for training, so ~II of that is contin!Jitig . . ,' .... •, ' " . . ~ . •l. . . . . . . . ... ·:· . ;, . : . . . . . . ·.. . . ' : . . . . . ;;, . . .' : .. 

. .. 'QUESTION: But let me ask-another. way. If I recall, right after the attack, you withdreV{_~!Lb_yt_ctske!eton.crew,-·-··· 
· · from · . ~ ' - -- - --- ---- ·--·--............... - - -·-.. ~~" -: ·- --:--.... -----.-·-:- -:-::·· · ... ~ · · ·. -.·. 

~-:s~N~~R-:~:o:~~~~T:::OFFICIA~~Ne: ·()h, I ~ee wh;tyou're saying. : . ·. . . . . : ·.' 

. . . ·· .. , . . l:: .· .: ... :· -..... ~'. ·. . . .. . :. . . . . . .,.:: .· ·. . . . . . :. ·' . . :. . .. 
· · . QUESTION:. I mean; Bengha~i entirely· and frorl:J Tripoli there were just a few left. Have you now been able to· 

. . . I . ... . .. ·. . . 

-~?~d back a. ~o,r ~~~ustif not com pi~~~ mission? ... . . . . . · ., . . · .. ·· .. .. 

SENIOR STATE D~PARTMENT.OFfiCIA~ ONE: I don't think w·~'re back to full .stalf1ng·in Tripoli, but I don't have . · . . 
. ~ny sens'e that 'ii has impacted.'negativeJy .. oo ou.r ability to prov.ide security. training to the .~xtent that the· . '·:: . . 

• . . .. I . . . , . . . . . . . • '•·'. . .. 

. . ubvans "'.~'·•r? )lave it: _' . - . . . . . . . . . • , . . .. · . 
. ·QUESTION: [Senio'r State .Department Official One], can.t.just follow up? I know· the constraints that you~re ' . · 
under .discussin~the u.s. probe into.'what's happening in·Benghazi, but the Ubya.ns:ha·ve·their .own. Did the · .. · · 

. " . I' . " . . . 

. ·secre~ary. a_sk fqr1 ....:~ia Pr~sident ·Magariafvolunteer whe~~ .theyare. VJith their, p~obe] I mean~ he talked on · ·· . ·. 
· . t~e iV:Iast wee~labout .50 people b~ing arres~ed. Oid.they discuss that at all?. · · · .. · · 

. . .. ·. . ., . ' : .... ·~ . . . _:.-: . ·. . . . . ·.: . . .. · .·. .· :. . ~ ·:. . : : . . . . : ~: :.: ; 
. , S.ENIOR.STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE:. We are very focused in our wor,k with th~m on this investigation,·. . . 

on. ~he. work thatlthe FBI will.do with them: So to the extent that the FBII~ads, they're the ·investigative .···. . . 

agencY. It wa:~t",' place iD get Into the de~ I:~· . . .. . .. . · . . . ' · · , . , 

QUES'I'ION~ Me,tre any 1\merlca,ns- Amerl~~·.p~rsonilelln BOn_ghazl now?: : · :· · •1 .. . : ·. · ' .. .. ,. . • · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: No. · . . · . . ' . . . ·· .:. j <·.. . 
I · 

. Please: , ·1 

· .. QUESTION:. Ju~ o~:.th~ pojnt that y~·u raised~ that the P~esident had sai~ that they see· two thr~ats ~one Is . I . . . . . . . . . .. . ·. . 
.from e>ctremists·and they have.~he_ir · agenda, and ·twq 'is fro~ .rem.ria~ts oft he QadhaJi .. r:egime ~ wa~ there any 

. ·indication th~t ~h~ two are working·together1or i~ t~ere any conc~rn that_th.ere .~ould be an' alliance between 
· · · -t.he two?- · · .. · · · ·. · · · .. · '-:: · 

,,.'·· .. ·, 
.. • • . .... : 1. •• ·;. • •• ·' 

. · . . .· . ·-· . . • . . . . . 'f' · '• . • • . . . . • . .. : 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OF.FICIAL ONE: l'll:let the Libyans speak to h,ow-th~y might see those things, but -. 
: · he spoke in terms·[Qf.these tw.o.streams that they are ~atching·and working on. ·· · ·=· 

. · i.. . . ,;· . . . ·.'.!,.. . . . " . . . . . '. . .. ·· .. . · .. . . . 
- Anything els~·/ · ~~-ay;-th~-~ks guy$. :Andl~~nk yo~,··~e~,.,;·,~~~h [Senior St~te.b~~artme~t_o~~iai~Two]. 

• . • • ' • -: • . · ! . • . - • • · • · • •••.. • · •• • . : · . t 

· .. '. . . 

. . ~. 
. ...... 

.· 

. ... . 
,•' #1##1 . ' '· .. ·~·. • . 

~ :, ·. . '·· 
. .. ·~ . 

. .. ~- .: . ' .. 

. ··. 
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BACKGROUND BRIEFING 

~enior State Department Officials on Secretary Clinton's Bilateral Meetings 

·September 24, 2012 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel 

New York 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: All right, everybody. Thank you for 
your patience. We are here to give you some background information on some of the Secretary's 
bilateral meetings today. I will give you a readout on her meeting with Libyan President of the 
Governing National Council Magariafand then [Senior State Department Official Two], who is 
[title withheld], will give you a readout on her meetings with President Karzai and President 
Zardari and a little bit -of a broader sense of where we are in our relationship with both 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. I am hereafter Senior State Department Official Nwnber One, and 
[Senior State Department Official Two] is Senior State Department Official Number Two. 

So, first of: all, with President Magariaf, i think a number of you got a chance to see the very 
warm and heartfelt public statements that were made at the top of the meeting, starting with a 
recognition of the very difficult days for both the United States and Libya following the.attack in 
Benghazi and the loss of Ambassador Stevens and our three other diplomats, and the absolutely 
firm commitment on both sides, on the American side and on the Libyan side, not, as the 
Secretary has said, to allow Libya's hopes and dreams to be hijacked by extremists or hijacked by 
a mob. In that context, the conversation obviously started on the subject of security. The 
Preside~t and th~ Secretary reviewed the work that the Unit~ States has been doing to try to · 
support Libya's effort to rein in the militias, to deal'with MANPADS and other excess weapons 
from the Qadhafi era, to ensure that chemical weapons are secured. The Secretary offered to 
intensify our support and help for the Libyan Government in all of those areas. 

The- President Magariaf spoke of two fundamental threats to Libyan security: the first, the 
threat from extremists with their own agendas; the second, a threat from remnants of the Qadnafi 
era, and he said that security is their govenunenfs absolute highest priority. He also spoke about 
concerns about the borders and the importance of being able to work well with neighbors to 
secure borders so that they can't be- the porousness can't be abused either by Qadhafi era 
remnants or by extremists, and asked for the United States's help in their continued effort to 
build good cooperation with their neighbors in this regard. 
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They the~ went on and talked about the economic challenges of, as the Secretary put it, helping 
Libya to build a 21st century economy. The Secretary talked at some length. about our desire to 
encourage in.creased U.S. i11vestment in Libya along-the Jines that we've been also ·doing in 
Tunisia and in Egypt to bring U.S. business people to Libya again. President Magariaf spoke 

_ ... __ .... ab.out .. wanting. to diversify-the· Libyan ·economy· so·it '-s not just petrochemicat-depenaenrbun<:i" · · 
make it a truly 21st century economy, picking up on her phrase. 

The Secretary also talked about the challenge of writing a permanent constitution that stands 
ahead of Libya and our hope and expectation that it'll have·strong protections for the human 
rights of all the highest rule of law standards and justice. She also raised PanAm 1 03, as she 
does in all meetings with senior Libyans, and requested continued cooperation as we keep 
working ~n that issue together. 

Why don't we go to you, [Senior State Department Official Two], on Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Okay. Thanks, and sorry to keep 
everyone waiting. The. bilateral with President Karzai actually went quite long, so I just returned 
from that. Let me give you just kind of broad overviews of both the bilateral meetings today and 
then try to put it in a slightly broader framework as well. 

The meethtg with President Karzai lasted, I guess, probably close to an hour. It started off with 
the discussion about the aftermath of the video incident and our appreciation to the Afghans for 

· helping to keep violence from that incident down to a minimal amount, and President Karzai 
·. appreciated that. 

It went through kind of an assessment of where we are broadly right now on the road through 
transition in 2014. Obviously, we just completed the drawdown of the surge troops, andwe are 
continuing our commitments through 2014 and then into the transformation decade that follows. 

Obviously, the issue of insider attacks came up, and we talked about the continuing need -
although I would defer on this to my Defense Department colleagues on the military end - but 
the need to continue to work through these issues and the joint interests of Afghans and 
American citizens in building a strong and stable Afghan National Security Force which can help 
to - which will contribute to a stable political future for Afghanistan. 

Part of that political stability is premised on the Strategic Partnership Agreement which we 
signed earlier in the year, and that was raised, including next steps from the SPA, as we call it. 
One of those is that it talk~d about the beginning of a bilateral security coinrnission, which would 
start the process of negotiating a bilateral security agreement.. And we've been working on the 
very beginning points of that discussion and that will start next week. And on October 3rd, we'll 
have our first meeting. It's still, for those of you who follow the weeds of this, we were given 
about a year from the time negotiations started - this is not the formal start of negotiations, but 
it's the beginning of the path to negotiations on the bilateral security agreement. So another 
positive development in how we are kind of jointly working through our- the issues of mutual 
concern. 
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Obviously, as it always does, a political resolution and reconciliation also came up. And on this 
point, Ambassador Grossman noted that he had just finished convening the eighth meeting of the 

· core group at his level between Af@a.T.!!§!!I!t~.9-~~l~W\.an~i_the_U.S., .which.in .part.had . .follow-- ... . ... . 
..... .. .. i.Jjf reports-from seveiii'of.the woiking groups that they tested out their last meeting. One of . 

these was a meeting of the safe passage working group, which was first hosted in Islamabad just 
two weeks ago, and looks at the possibility to facilitate· movements ofTaliban for those who 
wish at some point down the road to join any sort of reconciliation discussion. 

So at this point it's working through the theoretical and legal frameworks and seeing where we 
can continue to- how we can continue to best facilitate any process down the road. 

And then I think significantly, because President Karzai talked about the broader political, 
strategic, and economic issues at play in·any sort of longer-term stability for his country, I wanted 
to make sure that this wasn't seen as a bilateral meeting in some sort of isolation. There's · 
actually a nwnber of meetings happening in the course of this week that build on the very finn 
foundation that we have set over the course of the past year. And many of you will be familiar 
with the kind of series of major ministerial meetings, summits, and others that we've held. 

One last Thanksgiving was the Istanbul Conference, which provided a regional framework for 
including very specific economic and political confidence-building mechanisms .. And it was at 
the beginning of a process that was followed up in Kabul this past summer, and right now in fact; 
Ambassador Grossman is at a meeting of senior officials to continue with that Istanbul process 
and assess where we are on some of those confidence-building mechanisms. 

Similarly,:as you know, we laid the foundation in Chicago for contributions to the Afghan 
national security forces, and then in Tokyo, we did the complementary piece on the economic 
and civilian assistance side with commitments of $4 billion a year for four years. So into this 
transformation decade showing that the international community will continue to stand by 
Afghanistan. And there was a meeting tomorrow, which will continue to look at the. inutual 
accol.mtabllity framework, commitments that Afghanistan made, as well as where the 
intematiorial community is. · 

And Presi~ent Karzai asked about the possibility of continuing to attract economic investment; 
there was recently an: investment conference in Delhi.with over 400 companies there, and in fact, 
just this morning Deputy Secretary Nides kicked off his day with a meeting of about a dozen 
American companies who are already investing or are thinking of investing in Afghanistan. 

So this is all part of a much broader framework where, as the Secretary noted in the bilatera~. 
there's been a very steady, positive growth of this state in Afghanistan over the course of 
certainly the last decade, but even now just the past few years. -And our goal now is really to 
continue to build on that, how to consolidate those gains, and ensure that we build on those 
successes. 
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On Pakistan, Secretaty met with President Zardari this morning. But it foJiows on a series of 
high-level meetings that we've had over the course of the last few months, which have really 
resulted in part by - from th,e success of reopening the Ground Lines of Communication at the 
beginning of the summer •. and it really paved the way for a kind of reenergized dialogue at senior 

.... -··· ... _J~v~t~, . . .... .. ..... ··- ··---· --······- .. _ .. ·-· .... ...... ... ... . . . . .. . ----···-··· .... . ...... ... -. . ..... ·-···- ··· · ····- · · -··· · · ··-· ·· ·· ···· · ··· · ···· -· 

So Secretary. Clinton last met with Foreign Minister Khar in Tokyo when they were at the Tokyo 
conference in early July, and had another-- · 

QUESTipN: Wait. Didn't they meet on Friday? · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Last- before this past meeting. Sorry, 
I was just getting to the point where Foreign Minister Khar then came. 

After Ambassador Grossman's visit to Islamabad in Kabul last weekend, then Foreign Minister 
Khar spent most of last week in Washington. She had a series of, I think, very constructive and 
very honest meetings with key senators and House members. She did a range of civil society and 
think tank. meetings, including the Council on Foreign Relations. And then she had about a two 
hour bilateral meeting with Secretary Clinton on Friday. 

And that really covered the waterfront in terms of our issues and many of those were addressed 
again today with President iardari. Again, we started off, given the primacy in all of our minds 
on security of personnel -

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Are you on Zardari or Khar now? 
You're on Zardari. 

SENIOR ~TATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I'm on Zardari, although I will let you 
know on the Khar piece of it, which was - because it was a lot longer, was - gone into more of 
the specific issues as well. 

The meeting ·today with President Zardari started again on the recent violence caused by the 
video. We have had extremely good support from Pakistani security sources in protecting our 
posts and our personnel, and we spent quite a bit oftime talking about the violence throughout 
the region. The Secretary was unequivocal in stating that those who provoke violence cannot be 
tolerated, and it undennines the sovereignty of states, and we all must stand against violence. 
And there was complete concurrence by Pakistani leadership, not only by President Zardari· who 
was there. but by senior members of his government and senior leaders of coalition parties who 
joined them, that there was zero tolerance for both violence and extremism. So on this issue, 
they were very united. 

The Pakistanis have said several times that they appreciated very much both the President and the 
Secretary's statements about the video and the statements from our senior officials about its 
offensiveness and how it's been reprehensible, but that it is no justification for violence. And the 
first part of our meeting was dedicated to that. 
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In a ki_nd of further, smaller-group session between President Zardari and Secretary Clinton, they 
talked about continued coWlterterrorism cooperation, including our continuing efforts to squeeze 
the Haqqani Network. And ~- )'O~ alU<:IJ.QW,_we.recently.designated the·Haqqani Netwotlcas·a ·· -··- -·· · ·- · 

. · · -· · ··-·-· --foreigrHerronsforgaiii"zat!oii: There was talk about religious freedoms. There was continued . 
discussion, as there was with President Karzai on Afghanistan, on reconciliation .. And again, we 
spoke about some of the things I just mentioned: the core group, the Safe Passage Working 
Group. And of note is the last core group before today's, which was in Tokyo, held at the 
ministerial level, which, for the first time, all three countries jointly called on Tali ban to join the 
peace process. And building on that statement as well, notably Prime Minister Ashraf made his 
first foreign trip as Prime Minister to Kabul, and we will continue to look for ways that we · 
cooperate on this issue. 

And then lastly, also mirroring the Afghan conversation, was talk of our economic relationship 
and the relationship between the Pakistani people and the American people. Of note right now is 
the launch by the Secretary Clinton of the U.S.-Pakistan Women's Council as part of her event at 
4 o'clock~ which is meant to build opportunities for Pakistani women and both U.S. and 
Pakistani ·businesses. There was discussion of some of the private sector investment vehicles that 
we've tried to design to encourage further investment, including something which we just 
announced, the PPll, the Pakistan Private Investment Initiative; ongoing civilian assistance that 
we're giving to Pakistan, including a recent commitment to help repave some key roads leading 
to Afgh~stan which are particularly used in the movement of supplies to Afghanistan; and the 
very welcome growing trade relationship between Pakistan and India even as noted in the recent 
visit of the Commerce- the recent discussion of the Commerce Secretary's administers: 

And from all this we are continuing to try to focus and hone an4 build on our bilateral 
relationship. Many of you r~memb~r the working groups that we established a little while ago. 
We have committed tQ three or four of the most significant ones meeting before the end of the 
year. 

SENIOR .STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: The counterterrorism working group? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: The first- they're all working groups. 
The very first one that I think will meet is the one on counterterrorism and law enforcement, 
which will address counter IEDs~ which came up as well today and on Friday. We'll also look at 
-to ones on the-economy and market access issues, and we hope to also sign a bilateral 
investment treaty by the en~ of the year, as well as issues on the defense consultative group and 
potentially a nonproliferati~n group. 

So there's a lot that we're re-energizing at this point. I don't think anyone wants to set 
expectations too high or too broad. But I think the general trajectory is certainly one that we've 
worked very, very hard on, particularly Secretary Clinton and Foreign Minister Khar, and which 
we're all trying to further. 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Great. Let's go to questions. Just to 
underscore a point that (Senior Department Official Two] made, I think with regard to both 
Afghan~stan and Pakistan, you have not only these meetings that happen at the level of Secretary, 
head of state, but you have a huge amount happening at the Marc Grossman level, at the . -·· ·· · . ····· -··- ... . 
delegati'?~. l~Y~.L.Jlattic.ularly_as we get·these ·various·working··groups·a:na seeuni)r-and economic .. . ... ... .. ---· agenda- items moved fotward. .· 

Go ahead . 

.. QUESTION: Can I ask specifically about .ihe meeting with Zardari and your discussion of the 
Haqqani Network? You said you spoke about your efforts to squeeze them. Si!lce the FTO 
designation, and even previous to that, there haven't been any recent comments by Pakistani 
officials suggesting that they will take any further action against them. Wha~ waS the message 
today? · · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: We've continued to speak very 
substanti\:'ely over the courSe of at least the last year. And I remember when Secretary Clinton 
was there last fall , she gave several specific examples of what squeezing the Haqqani Network 
would look like, and we continue to talk about ways we could pursue that together. And many of 
these working groups will provide some opportunities to continue to build on that, so - . 

QUESTION: But the President didn't say an~ng today about Pakistan taking any action at all · 
.to step up-

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: I think we're not going to characterize 
President'z.ardari's side of the conversation. We'll let him do that. But her remarks, obviously, 
were very much in keeping with where she's been. Let's use these working groups to really dig · 
m--

QUESTION: She pressed him. He- yo~'re not saying what he said? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: We're not going to characterize his 
views. 

QUESTION: You -did the - did she raise this Railway Minister offering a $100,000 bounty 
for the producer of the film, and did she say that that's out ofline and you guys should get rid of 
him? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: The Pakistanis actually·raised that at 
the very outset of the conversation in tlie general discussion about not tolerating anyone who 
Pt:OVOkes violence. We've said very cl~arly and explicitly that the statements were inflanunatory 
and a completely unacceptable threat, and we were very pleased with the series of statements that 
have come back from the Pakistanis. Both the Prime Minister's spokesman and. the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs have both very publically disassociated th.e Pakistani Govenunent from those 
statements. 
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And as part of the delegation today was the leader of the party, the ANP, which the Railway 
Minister is part of, who also very explicitly disassociated his party from those statements and 
said they were absolutely the individu_a.t"Y~~~~- .9..f~ .$.ingle p.erson,.and.the.party-would meet soon -··· ····· · · ·· 

··· ·····-·· ·· to decidtHYhafto .. do""\iiiitfi that mfn.iSter. 

QUESTION: In tenns of- well, the party would. But what about (in~udible)? Wouldn't firing 
the guy .be --

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Well, the governments did issue their 
statement --

QUESTION: Did they say no tolerance? 

SENIOR STATE--DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Well, no --

QUESTION: I know, but I mean that's- no tolerance would be-:- I mean, this guy basically 
called for someone to be murdered. 

SE~IOR ·sTATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: And -right. And the Prime Minister 
and the MFA - and I think you '11 see continued statements on this -were unequivocal. 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) still have some (inaudible). 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OF.FICIAL TWO: Right, but you have to also look at the 

QUESTION: Well (inaudible) was no tolerance (inaudible)? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: But you also have to look at it in the 
context of their coalition government. ADd so they may not--

QUESTION: Why? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: They have said --

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Matt, I think th~ expectation, based on 
the conversation that we had, was that the party will make its decisions and that will have an 
impact on the larger question of how this is dealt with. 

QUESTION: Okay. So you're·-

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Okay. 

HRC-9292 



8 9/24/2012 

. . 
QUESTION: You're comfortable characterizing what you- what they said, but not what 
Zardari said about the Haqqanis? 

SENIOR STATE DEPART ME NT OFFI_~I~L _Q~E: .J think . .we~-ve.gi.venyou ·what- we can ········ ------ .... - -- ..... 
_ .. _ . .. ·----- -on this. Anybody -else?· ··--· ··· ···· .... ·· ·- · ...... - · · 

QUESTION: Well, can I follow on that? Because I'm, like, not quite sure what all this means. 
So did the Secretary - you said that they brought it up. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Mm-lunm. 

QUESTION: Did- first of all, was it President Zardari that brought it up? And did the 
Secretary. actually ask him to do anything to the Railway Minister or make some statement in his 
own name disavowing it? And what is your expectation of the Pakistani Government writ large 
in its responsibility here to follow up on that? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: The President raised it at the outset of 
the meethlg, as we. had the more- the broader converSation about violence and recent protests 
and the aftennath of it. It was part of the broader discussion when they talked about, as I said, 
that anyone that provokes violence cannot be tolerated, and that was echoed on by both 
delegations. And we are in further conversations, including with several of the ministers there 
and leaders of the various parties. They not only all completely disassociate themselves from it, 
but said th~t it was a process, an internal process that would continue to play out and that they 
were addressing. And we were comfortable with that response. 

QUESTION:. So that- but that's your- that's a gl_obal response to that, which is one of the 
things I asked you. But specifically on Zardari, did he say he would disavow it when she asked 
hi ? . m. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: It started with this whole conversation 
in which President Zardari drew her attention to the goverrunent's statements disavowing the 
comments. So it started on the affirmative with him. And then there were several people in the 
delegation who spoke to it, including the party leader -- · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Right. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: And as [S~nior State Departinent 
Official Two] has said, the understanding was that this would now be handled internally, and 
we')) see how it goes. Okay? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: But there was certainly- and again, I 
don't want to speak for them either, and I think that they will continue to speak to this in the 
coming days, .but they were very clear that they felt that they had taken among the strongest 
actions possible thus far in terms of repudiating and disassociating the parties and the 
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governinent from these statements, and that the rest, iri terms of whatever may happen on his job, 
was a matter for their internal domestic processes to take care of. 

SENIOR STATE DEP ARTM¥.NI .. QFFICIAL.ONE~ -Let1s· go·over .. here·: · · steve~--· --- - · .... 
• • • - ·-·-·· • • _ ,. ., _ • • ~· · . . .. .. ... .... .. . .. - · ·· ' . ... h . ... . . . 

QUESTION: I want to go to Libya. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Yep. 

QUESTION: If anyone wants--

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Well, shall we finish on Pakistan first? 
Yeah. . 

QUESTION: On the video itself that- their spokesman yesterday said that they intend to call 
for intem~tionallegislation against such incidents, so did they actually raise something like that 
in the meeting? ·. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: That was not discussed in any part of 
the meeting. I am not aware that. it was discussed in any part of the meeting. I know that there 
have been some suggestions about this, and we'll have to see how it plays out over the course of 
this week.· But we ~so talked about our freedoms and the sanctity with which we hold them as . 
well. 

QUESTION: Okay. And with ~gards to Afghanistan and the reconciliation effort, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan recently have been trading allegations of cross-border insurgency. Was that 
discussed? And are- or did you raise anything that you're happy with the cooperation that you 
are receiving in terms of border cooperation mechanism from Pakistan? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: It was part of the broader discussion 
on their bilateral relationship between Afghanistan and Pakistan, and I think we are all working 
towards continuing the positive trajectory that that is on as well. And certai~y, Pakistan has 
been more ~ngaged on the reconciliation side, including posting this Safe Passage Working 
Group just recently and Prime Minister Ashrafs visit to Kabul recently. And we'll continue to 
build on that, and I think there's a recognition of that on the Afghan side as well. 

Q~ESTION: And just lastly, you- earlier you said that in the meeting with the Foreign 
Minister Khar; there were some specifics that were discussed. So if you could just elaborate on 
that. · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: There's a whole range of issues. She 
· had spent her- as I mentioned, she had at least three separate meetings with a series of Hill 

members, and they had raised a number of issues with her, and she discussed some of those. She 
discuss~d some of the ongoing civilian assistance and economic initiatives, including energy 
needs and some of the things that we' l1 discuss in the working groups, and then the broader 
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QUESTION: Well, isn't the reason that they're happy with- or you were happy with their 
response because - I'm sorry. Let me fonnulate this again. The Pakistanis are under the 
assumption that they have zero added obligations as a result of this FTO -~~~ign,~ti9n .... Have-you -· · 
told them anything to sugg~_$.Lotherwise?-- ······ ---·--· -·· ·· ·· · ··· -··· -·-··· ·- ·······- ·-- -··-

----- --·- · . . . ... . ............. -.. -..... _ .. . 

SENI~R STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I think you'd have to get th~ Pakistani 
response on what their obligations are. 

QUESTION: I do have -yeah. I mean, in fac~ they've said that I me~ the Foreign Minister 
said that last week, that she doesn't- they're- you told them ahead oftime that's done, it was 
done for: U.S. reasons, and boom, so what for them. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: But I mean, I would also look to the 
press release that the Embassy issued here noting that they were foreign fighters, going squarely 
into the parliamentary recommendations on the expulsion of foreign fighters and that Pakistani 
soil should not be used to launch ~ttacks on others. So I think that the response thus far has 
actually been very constructive. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Anything else on Afghanistan, 
Pakistan? . 

Please. 

QUESTION: Yeah. On Pakistan, can you just clarify-

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Can you tell us who you are? . . 

QUESTION: Josh Gerstein with Politico. You said there was a general discussion of not 
tolerating anyone who provoked violence. Were you intending to encompass in that both the 
Railway Miillster's comments and the original act of posting this video? And was the theme of 
this discussipn that both kinds of acts should be considered in parallel and similar sanctions 
should applY, to both kinds of acts? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I think it was focused much more on 
the Pal<istani": side of that at that point in the conversation, although it was part of a broader 
discussion on the obligations of government leaders to speak out about this writ large. Is that 
accurate? 

SENIOR ST~TE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: That's about right. Yeah. 

Please. 

QUESTION: Was there any discussion about Pakistani Prime Minister getting onto the national 
TV (inaudible) and declaring the holiday to (inaudible)? Was there any discussion about .that 
(inaudible)? 
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•' . . : .;. :. An<f <?Ui arenues are one ?f them, and.;_ ~ut if otheJ:S hay~ other avenu~, we ¢ez:tairily welcon:te . .. . . .. 
th~se ·as wf ll· And the:mos~ ~portant piece of it is the M~ own~rs~p of this, an~ ~ven th.~t, · · · ,. · 

th~~ V'e're\ex~mely~~p~ruve ~f~~: . . . ·: .... , . .···: ''\. 

. $ENIOR:STATEDEPARTMENTOFFICIALONE: Anne• . ... : ,"·::: .. . . 
. _.",, , . . .. ·: ·.: .'· ... ·.:. · ... · · . . · , ... · ···., .. .. : · . . · .· 

·Q~TI9~: Was there any <iiscussion of~s bei~g her last meeting with eithC!·them?. )sit 
yo~ expeCtation that it is, in fact, th~ last time ~he will .s~ them? · · 

. .. . .. . \ . .. . . . . . . •. . 

:· .. ' · .. ~ENI~~ StfATE DEPART~NT OFFiciAL TWO: We didn't talk.'~~~ut ~y schedul~g 
· :.-:··. ·. issues · ~ · · ~· · · · ·· · .- · · · • 

• • - t • .-. • I • : • • ' • 

• • • • • • : • • • ••• ••• ,)o 

. ·. · : . .. SENi~RSTATE .. DEP~~~T OFFJ:CIAL ONE: Way, waytoo:mu~h.~orK·to_d~:·. 'fh~re . ~ · ... · . 
. • : ! .. .·· . ~as·- there.Te.re ~ogoodbye h~gs here . .. We've got-~. lot of work to do. m.th~ fQll!·.month~-~.ead~' 

·· · 'QUESJ'ION: ·Was there any discussion on the forthcoming. elections in Pakistan? 
. . . ' ·. ' . . . \ . . . \: . ·.. ·.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "• . .. 

. ·SENIOR ·~TATE DE}l:t\RTME~T 'OFFICIA.L ONE: Ther~ w~.d,iscus~i~~.in generai'th~t 
it's an electotai season in both·countries. Obviously that's nota siupnse:':·,:-- . .. . .. 

Jo. 
.. . 
QUESTI9N: So is i~ your sense.theti.that Pakistani-U.S. ties are now m~ch niore.~n .an eve~ 

. ' ;,-; ke~r and you're acnially going: to niove upward~ and forwards, or are they 's'till juSt sort of . 
·· .. stagriant:.andj~st moving along· on a (inaudible) l~vel? · .· ... · , 

. . . ·. \ . . 
··· . . 

\ . 

,.· 

' . . 

. . . 

.. 
:~· . 

.. , ·.· 

. , ... ·. i 

. ~···:: 
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SENIORSTATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I would certainly say that they're 
moving upwards in a positive direction. I don't, again, want to overestimate and oversell what's 
occurred. · I mean, we're- I think we've been working at a very diligent, disciplined, workmt:n
like manner over the course of these last 18 months, which have been very difficult, and 

··· · ········ ····- .. ·-especialiy·over the·Iast-severaJ·:mnntbs;·since·we've·hadlhis·opening·opportunity·again;·given·tbe ······· · 
ground lines of communication, to get this back on track. 

I 

And I thi~ they' re reinvigorated, but we're looking at very specific, discrete, incremental steps 
that we can show that by acting together jointly, we can pursue many of our shared interests. 
And that's what these targeted few working groups are seeking to do. That's what these 
continued high-level meetings, working-level meetings are continuing to do. And I'm very 
comfortable with the direction that this is headed. But we're not - we want to be realistic and 
clear-eyed about all this. 

QUESTION: Can I ask on Afghanistan, on the Bilateral Security Commission? I got lost a 
little bit on- you had- you spoke about the talks that are happening next week, which aren't the 
start of the formal negotiations but would lead - would be talks to lead to the formal talks? 

SENIORST ATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: 1 think that the Strategic Partnership 
Agreement laid out that the - a bilateral security agreement should be pursued and that it would 
have - the goal was to have it completed within one year of negotiations starting. And this is just 

QUESTION: This was from the start of the last--

. SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: This is from the- no, no. The 
Strategic Partnership Agreement signed by President Obama when he went there earlier in the 
year--

QUESTION: Right. 

SENIOR ST A TE'DEP AATMENT OFFICIAL TWO: -- called for a bilateral security 
agreement, which would - with the goal of that being completed one year after negotiations 
started. To start the bilateral security agreement, we first have to have some meetings with the 
Bilateral Security Commission. That commission is meeting for the first time next year, and we 
are each appointing lead negotiators. And that will start the process of leading to· the first 
negotiation of the BSA. So it's a technical -

SENIORSTATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: It's talks abouttalks. (Laughter.) 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: It's a technical point, but we're nci't 
starting the tolling of that year next week. 

QUESTION: Okay. 

HRC-9298 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: But it is a positive step that we are 
going down that road. 

QUESTION£ Because they're on track eventually. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Yes. 

SENIOR: STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Just remember that- yeah. Just 
remember that our - we operate in the current security environment under a Status of Forces 
Agreement that takes you to the time when security is fully in the hands of the Afghans, at the 
end of2014. So we need something that will replace that as our sort of permanent security 
arrangement, if that's fair to say, [Senior State Department Officia~ Two]. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL·TWO: Yes. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: And this has to be negotiated, and it 
has to be negotiated before the end of2014. And there was- and to try to do it within 12 months 
from the start ofit. So this is preparatory to al.l of that. 

QUESTION: Okay. 

SENIORSTATEDEPARTMENTOFFICIALONE: Ifthatmakessense. Okay. Goingback 
to Libya.· 

QUESTION: On Libya. The- you mentioned that in the meeting with the President that you 
~iscussed1reining in militias, MANPADS, the chemical weapons side, and that you wanted to 
intensify support in. all those areas. Other than the Marine FAST team that's gone in or the FBI, 
which is conducting the investigation, have you been able to resume any of the military or 
security cooperation since the attack? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: My understanding- and I don't have as 
many details as I should; I'll see ifl can get you a few more. But my understanding is that some . . 
of these training programs that we have been doing for Libyans have continued through this 
period. We'd like to do even more. As you know, this has been- we've had an interim 
government and there were some questions about how many decisions they could take about how 
they were going tp approach security. 

But it's certainly clear in all the oonversations that we've had in the last two weeks and in the 
way President Magariaf was postured today that there is an appreciation arid a commitment to 
accelerating the work that they are doing internally on their security. And among other things, he 
spoke very eloquently about the fact that the Libyan people are demanding to have a better sense 
of securitY. 

QUESTION: Just on a- I don't know if logistical is the right word, but are you able now to get 
more personnel back into at least the Embassy in Tripoli? 
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SE~ORj~TA!E ~EP~TMENT:'Ofl'ICfAL ONE: I dpn't ~!"!' that ;_,e've gotdiffiCil!ty " <,,, 
.· ·. posting P<f~le_mTnpol~ for ~t?~e things, And.gen~rally,_ ~es: tr&nu:~g programs~ don~ by ~ · · -· · 

. . · . · teams come m for a short penod to do th~t work or we bnng Ltbyans.tc;> the State~ or to Europe .. 
, ,,,_ •:-:, . , ; · ~f6F4i~~all ~ tllat'is'~ntjliuing:~ -.,,_- ,, , • ,.----~·-:-·-- - - --- . -- .. - -;- . _ ;c •.. _ ,, . • ,,, __ __ , _:- . _ 

'·.'· 

. .. ·: 

Q~ESTif>N:· But let ~e as}c ~othetway.· _Ifl recall, right after the attac)s y9u withdre\V·all but 
· · · a skeletpn.<?rew. from·~ · · .. ·· · ·· 

·. · ... . ·I . . . . . . . .. .· . ... . . ~ . .. . . ·.. . : ·... . .. . . . 
. . , SE~~,R~STATEpE~~~~ QFFICI_AL ON~:· Oh, I see~ha~.You'res~)'in.~:: . ·. . .. · .. 

QUESTION: I mean; Benghazi entirely anq from Tripoli-there were justa few. left . . Ha,ve you·· -' .. 
now been able.to senlback a more robust if not romplete .. ffi.issi6nf . .-· : . · .. _,: . .. ,· .. .. ... · -:. 

. . . . . . · ~ 

· SENiOR STATE D~PARTME~ ri~~CIAL o~~ ~don't think ~e're b~~~-to full's~g , 
· in J'rip(,Ii j btit I don't have ~y ~ense that it has impac~ nega~ively on our ability ~o .pro_vide · · 

secwity training to the extent tha~ the Libyans are ready to'have it._ 
. : '.:. . . 'l '. . . ·. . ., .. . ·. . ·. . . ·... . . . . .. . . -~- ' ' . 
Q~~TlpN: [Senior_S~t~ pepartrnent O~cialOne], can I jus~ fol~o~ up? . lkn~w the 
CQn~1:fcijnts that you~i:e under discussing the U.S.·probe ihtowhat's happening-.in B~nghazi, but 

,·; . 

the lJbyahs· hiiVe 'their own;. :Oid. the. S~retary ask for ~ did President Magaria.f vol(lilt~e~ whei:e . ._ .. 
_ _- . ;they ~ ~th-'their probe?_' I m~ he talked on the .TV last week about SO peopl~ beihg aires~¢d. .. . ·· · 

. . . · ·. · 1' .:: . ' :· . ' . . . 

. .. .. , 

D1d they atsc~s -that at all? · · · :.. · . ·. , · · · . · . . . . .. 
. , . ... .. . . . . . 

. ·.SENIO~ ~~TE-D~P~~ME~.()~FI~·:oNE: ~~e are· vecy.foc~se~ m our w~rk ~th. · . 
.them o~. tpis -~~ves~ga.~ion, 9.n -~~ ~9~k _that _the FBl will do wi~ then_t~- So t~ the ~xtent that the 
FBI leadS;they're the mvesttgauve agency, It wasn't her place.to··get mt() .th~ details. _ . . I .. . . . . . . . . . 
-QUES.TION:. Are there any Americans- American pei'Sonnel'i.p Bengh~ now? ····· . . I . . : .. _· _. . .· . . . .· . ·. ·=~ . . 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE:. No. 

Please. .• 
. i:: 

· ~UEST~O~:· Just.;on,:the·p?int th~t you ~~se4, ·~~t the Pres_i~ent ~~~ -s~~ ~at .th~r. see tWo . 
.threats ::- one ts frQm extremtsts and they have therr agenda, and two. ~s from remnants of the . 
Qa~ib~- legin1e-was th~re any' indication that the two are wor;king togethei or is th~re·any . 

_,.; ., I . . . '. . . . 

c<>ncem that there could be an· alliance· between the ·two? . · · · ..... ·. . .. ·. !·· . . . . ·,. . . .. :, . · ... ' . . . . .. . . . 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: I'll let-the Libyans 'speak to how they 

: might.se·~ those things, but he spoke if!:te~s ofth~se. ~0 streains·~at they are watching.and' 
~orking .hn·: .. · · .. . . · . I .. . 

· An~~g ~Is~? .Q~y, thank~ guys. And. thank you very .. rnuch_ [Senior State_ Depa_rtment Qfficial 
· ·· · .'Two]: : ·· · · .. . · · ·· · . · · · : . · .. _ · _. · _._: . . . 
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SE~IORSTA ~- DEP ~TMEN1' OFFl~ ONE: ~~right,. everybody. ·.'lit~ rou.for ybur patj_enc.e .. .... , ·. · · · 
W.e ar~ here t.o give you ~orne background information on some of the Secretary's bil~teral m~etings·today. I: 
'will give·you a rdtdout on her meeting with Libyan.Pi"esidentofthe· Governing Nationaf Council.Magariaf and 
~eri [Senior.Statd Department Official:Two], who is'[title withheld], will give you a readout.onher meetmgs. : . . 

' with President .K.irzai and President zardari and a little bit of a broader sense· of where we are in our · 
. , . . I \ . . . . . . • , 

· ... · relationship\vi*both Afghanistan and Pakistan. I'aai hereafter Senior State pepartmen19flicialNumber One, · _ ... 
• . ' • • l • • . • . • • 

·. ' and [Sehior·State 1Department Official Two] is Senior State.Departmeht'Official Nwnber Two . .- · · ... · · 
. . . . . I . . . ·. . . . . .· . . .: ·.. .. . ... . , . .- - ·.·· .. '· 
. So, first of all, witli ·Pr:esident Magariaf, I think ~ number of you got a: chance to see the ·ver:y warm ~d heartfelt . 
:p~blic staterne~tslthat were mad~ ~t -~e top _of the meetin~, starting ~th·a.recognitiort ~fthe very difficult days·:: . . . 
f~r both the Urut~d States and L1bya f~llowmg the ~ttack.m Benghazi and the l9ss of Ambassador Steve~s and · ..... . 

. · · our-three-other ~blomats, and the ·absolutely firni ·commitment on· both sides,. on the: American -side· ~d Qn the .: .. ·: 
Libyan side! not, as the Secretari·haS said, .to allow'Libya~s hopes and d~ari:ts to oe hij~cked· by extr~mists ~r .. · . .'. 
hijacked·by a mo~··. In that context, th~ _CQnversati61) obviousWs~ed .on the subject .of_ sec~ty: The President . . 

· and the Secretary-reviewed the w:ot~ that the United States has been doing to try to support Ltbya's effort to.rei~ .. . 
·. 1n the militias, to ~eat With MANPADS and oth~r e,x~ss ~t:apons'fro~ the Qadhafi e~ t~ensure thatche.mi~al · 
. weapo~ ar:e secured. The Secretary ~offered tO mtenstfy our support and help f9r the Lt_byan Government m all 

qf.those areas. . 1 . · · . · · · · · · ·· . 

.. P~sident MagrujJfspoke oftwo·fundamental threatS· to Li~yansec~rity: ·the fir~t, the threat from ~xtremists 
with their o:wn ag~ndas; the second~·-a threa~ from remnantS of. the Qadhafi era, and he said that secUrity is their 

. . · . 

. .• . I • . . .. ..... . . .. . . . . . . 
govemm.ent's\absplute highest p~9rity. · ij:~ also spoke about .cOncerns about the ~rders and the jrriportance of .. 
being a~le to' ~ork- .\vell with neighb.ors to secure \:)orders so that they can't be-_the por~usness can't be abused · ·· 

. ~i~er:.by Qadhafilera remnants or by,·~x~;riists, ·and asked for the United S~es.' help ·~n their .con~inued effo~ . . · .. 
to:build go.od cooperation with their neighbors in·this regard. . . ' . . ·. . . .. 

1 HRC-9302 . 
. ' 



They then went on and talked about the economic challenges of, as the Secretary put it, helping Libya to build a · 
21st centUry economy. The Secretary talked at some length about our desire to encourage increased U.S. · 
investment in Libya ~dong the lines that we've been also doing in Tunisia and in Egypt to bring U.S. business 
people to Libya again. President Magariafspoke about wanting to diversify the Libyan economy so it's not just 
petrochemical depend~nt but to make it a truly 21st century econoil)y, picking up on her phrase. 

··-The ·Secretary-also talked -about-the-challenge-of writing·a·pennanent constitution that· stands-ahead-of·Libya··and 
our hope and expectation that it'll have strong protections for the human rights of all, the highest rule of law 
standards and justice. She also raised Pan Am I 03, as she does in all meetings with senior Libyans, and 
requested continued cooperation as we keep working on that issue together . . 

Why don't we go_ to you, [Senior State Department Official Two], on Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Okay. Thanks, and sorry to keep everyone waiting. 
The bilateral with President Karzai actually went quite long, so I just returned from that. Let me give you just 
kind of broad overviews of both the bilateral meetings today and then try to put it in a slightly broader 
framework as well. · 

The meeting with P.resident Karzai lasted, I guess, probably close to an hour. It started off with the discussion 
about the aftermath of the video incident and our appreciation to the Afghans for helping to keep violence from 
that incident down to a minimal amount, and President Karzai appreciated that. 

It went through kind of an assessrn~nt of where we are broadly right now on the road through transition in 
2014. Obviously, we just completed the drawdown of the surge troops, and we are continuing oui- commitments 
through 20 14 and then into the transformation decade that follows. 

Obviously, the issue of insider attacks carne up, and we talked about the continuing need- although I would 
defer on this to my Defense Department colleagues on the military end - but the need to continue to work 
through these issues and the joint interests of Afghans and American citizens in building a strong and stable · 
Afghan National Security Force which can help to - which will contribute to a stable political futln-e for 

·Afghanistan. 

Part of that political stability is premised on the Strategic Partnership Agreement which we signed earlier in the 
year, and that was raised, including next steps from the SPA, as we call it. One of those is that it talked about 
the beginning of a bilateral security commission, which would start the process of negotiating a bilateral 
security agreement. And we've been working on the very beginning points of that discussion and that will start 
next week. And on October 3 rd, we '11 have our first meeting. It, s still, for those of you who follow the weeds 
of this, we were given about a year from the tim~ negotiations started- this is not the formal start of 
negotiations, but it's the beginning of the path to negotiations on the bilateral security agreement. So another 
positive development in how we are kind of jointly working through_ our - the issues of mutual concern. 

Obviously, as it always does, a political resolution and reconciliation als~ carne up. And on this point, 
Ambassador Grossman noted that he had just finished convening the eighth meeting of the core group at his 
level between Afghanistan and Pakistan and the U.S., which in part had follow-up reports from several of the 
working groups that they (inaudible) at their last meeting. One of these was a meeting of the Safe Passage 
Working Group, which was first hosted in Islamabad just two weeks ago, and looks at the possibility to 
facilitate movements ofTaliban for those who wish at some point down the road to join any sort of 
reconciliation discussion. A • 

So at this point it's working through the theoretical and legal frameworks and seeing where we can continue to 
-how we can continue to best facilitate any process down the road. 

2 HRC-9303 



And then I think significantly, because President Karzai talked about the broader political, strategic, and 
economic issues-at play in any sort of longer-term stability for his country, I wanted to make sure that this 
wasn't seen as a bilateral meeting in some sort of isolation. There's actually a number of meetings happening in 
the course of this week that build on the very firm foundation that we have set over the course of the past year. 
And many of you will be familiar with the kind of series of major ministerial meetings, summits, and others that 

.. -~~-·.v.e:. he.Id .. __ -· .... ···-·- . . ......... ___ . . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. . ... -··. ___ ..... _ ..... _. ______ . ____ . ___ · . ·-· .... . ........ . ........ --·--· . ... . ___ .... ...... . ....... ____ . ... . .. ... . . .. .. . _ -·--· _ 

One last Thanksgiving was the Istanbul Conference, which provided a regional framework for including very 
specific economic and politic~ confidence-building mechanisms. And it was at the beginning of a process that 
was followed up in Kabul this past summer, ~d· right now in fact, Ambassador Grossman is at a meeting of 
senior officials to continue with that Istanbul proces~ and assess where we are on some ~f those confidence-. 
building mechanisms. · 

Similarly, as you know, we laid the foundation in Chicago for contributions to the Afghan national security 
forces, and then in Tokyo, we did the complementary piece on the economic and civilian assistance side with 
commitments of $4 billion a year for four years. So into this transformation decade showing that the 
international commwlity will continue to stand by_Afghanistan. And there was a meeting~om~rrow, which will 
continue to look at the mutual accoun~bility framework, commitments that Afghanistan made, as well as where 
the international commwlity is. 

· And President Karzai asked about the possibility of continuing to attract economic investment; there was 
recently an investment conference in Delhi with over 400 companies there, and in fact, just this morning Deputy 
Secretary Ni.des kicked off his day with a meeting of about a dozen American companies· who are already 
investing or are thinking of investing in Afghanistan. 

So this is all part of a _much broader framework where, as the Secretary noted in the bilateral, there's been a 
very steady, positive growth of this state in Afghanistan over the course of certainly the last decade, but even 
now just the past few·years. And our goal now is really to continue to build on that, how to consolidate those 
gains, and ensure that we build on those successes. 

On Pakis~ Secretary met with President Zardari this morning. But it follows on a series of high-level 
meetings that we've had over the course of the last few months, which have really resulted in part by - from the 
success of reopening the Ground Lines ofCommwlication at the beginning of the summer, and it really paved 
the way for a kind of reenergized dialogue at senior levels. 

So Secretary Clinton last met with Foreign Minister Khar in Tokyo when they were at the Tokyo conference in 
early July, and had another--

QUESTION: Wait. Didn't they meet on Friday? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Last- before this past meeting. Sorry, I was just 
getting to the point where Foreign Minister Khar then carne. 

After Ambassador Grossman's visit to Islamabad and Kabul last weekend, then Foreign Minister Khar spent 
most of last w~ek in Washington. She had a series of, I think, very constructive and very honest meetings with 
key Senators and House members. She did a range of civil society and think tank meetings, including the 
Council on Foreign Relations. And then she had about a two hour bilateral meeting with Secretary Clinton on 
Friday. 
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And that really covered the waterfront in terms of our issues and many of those were addressed again today 
with President Zardari. Again, we started off, given the primacy in all of our minds on security of personnel -

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Are you on Zardari or Khar now? You're on Zardari. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I'm on Zardari, although I wiU.Iet you know on the 
.. Khar.piece ofit, which was --because-it-was-a--lot longer;was- gone into-more-of--the -specific-issues as welL··· ·· · 

The meeting today with President Zardari started again on the recent violence caused by the video. We have 
had extremely good support from Pakistani security sources in protecting our posts and our personnel, and we 
spent quite a bit of time talking about the violence tlu"oughout the region. The Secretary was unequivocal in 
stating that those .who provoke violence cannot be tolerated, and it undermines the sovereignty of states, -and we 
all must stand against violence. And there was complete concurrence by Pakistani leadership, not only by 
President Zardari!who was there, but by senior members of his government and senior leaders of coalition 
parties who joined them, that there was zero tolerance for both violence and extremism. So on this issue, they . 
were very united. · 

The Pakistanis have ~d several times that they appreciated v~ry much both the President and the Secretary's 
statements about the video and the statements from our senior officials about its offensiveness and how it's been 
reprehensible, but that it is no justification for violence. And the first part of our meeting was dedicated to that. 

In a kind of further smaller-group session between President Zardari and Secretary Clinton, they talked about 
continued counterterrorism cooperation, including our continuing efforts to squeeze the Haqqani Network. And 
as you all know, we recently designated the Haqqani Network as a foreign terrorist organization. There was 
talk about religious freedoms. There was continued discussion, as there was with President Karzai oil 
Afghanistan, on reconciliation. And again, we spoke about some of the things I just mentioned: the core group, 
the Safe Passage Working Group. And of note is the last core group before today's, which was in Tokyo, held 
at the ministerial level, which, for the first time, all three countries jointly called on Tali ban to join the peace 
process. And building on that statement as .well, notably Prime Minister Ashraf made his first foreign trip as 
Prime Minister to Kabul, and we will continue to look for ways that we cooperate on this issue. 

And then lastly, also mirroring the Mghan conversation, was talk of our economic re~ationship and the 
relationship between the Pakistani people and the American people. Of note right now is the launch by 
Secretary Clinton of the U.S.-Pakistan Women's Council as part of her event at 4 o'clock, which is meant to 
build opportunities for Pakistani women and both U.S. and Pakistani businesses. There was discussion of some 
of the private sector investment vehicles that we've tried to design to encourage further investment, including 
something which. we just announced, the PPII, the Pakistan Private Investment Initiative; ongoing civilian 
assistance that wc;:'re giving to Pakistan, including a recent commitment to help repave some key roads leading 
to Afghanistan which are particularly used in the movement of supplies to· Afghanistan; and the very welcome 
growing trade relationship between Pakistan and India even as noted in the recent visit of the Commerce- the 
recent discussion of the Commerce Secretary•s (inaudible). 

And from all this we are continuing to try to focus and hone and build on our bilateral relationship. Many of 
you remember the working groups that we established a little while ago. We have committed to three or four of 
the most signific~t ones meeting before the end of the year. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: The counterterrorism working group? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: The first- they're all working groups. The very first 
one that I think will meet is the one on counterterrorism and law enforcement, which will address counter lEOs, · 
which came up as well today and on Friday. We'll also look at- to ones on the economy and market access 
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issues, and we hope to also sign a bilateral investment treaty by the end of the year, as well as issues on the 
defense consultative group and potenti~ly a nonproliferation group. 

So there's a lot that we're re·energizing at this point. I don't think anyone wants to set expectations too high or 
too broad. But I think the general trajectory is certainly one that we've worked very, very hard on, particularly 
Secretary Clinton and Foreign Minister Khar, and which we're all trying to further. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Great. Let's go to questions. Just to underscore a 
point that [Senior Department Official Two] made, I think, with regard to both Afghanistan and Pakistan, you 
have not only these meetings that happen at the level of Secretary, head of state, but you have a huge amount 
happening at the Marc Grossman level, at the delegation level, particularly as we get these various working 
groups and security and economic agenda items moved forward. 

Go ahead. 

QUESTION: Can I ask specifically about the meeting with Zardari and your discussion of the Haqqani 
Network? You said you spoke about your efforts to ~queeze them. Since the FTO designation, and even 
previous to that, there haven't been any recent comments by Pakistani officials suggesting that they will take 
any further action against them. What was the message today? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: We've continued to speak very substantively over the 
~urse of at least the last year. And I reme~ber when Secretary Clinton was there last fall, she gave several 
specific examples of what squeezing the Haqqani Network would look like, and we continue to talk about ways 
we could pursue ·that together. And many of these working groups will provide some opportunities to continue 
to build on that, so -

QUESTION: But the President didn't say anything today about Pakistan taking any action at all to step up-

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: I think we're not going to characterize President 
Zardari's side of the converSation. We'll let him do· that. But her remarks, obviously, were very much in 
keeping with where she's been. Let's use these working groups to really dig in--

QUESTION: She pressed him. He- you're not saying what he said? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: We're not going to characterize his views. 

QUESTION: You - did the - did she raise this Railway Minist~r offering a $100,000 bounty for the producer 
of the film, and did she say that that's out of line and you guys should get rid of him? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: The Pakistanis actually raised that at the very outset 
of the conversation in the general discussion about not tolerating anyone who provokes violence. We've said 
very clearly and explicitly that the statements were inflammatory and a completely unacceptable threat, and we 
were very pleased with the series of statements that have come back from the Pakistanis. Both the Prime 
Minister's spokesman and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have both very publically disassociated the Pakistani 
Government from those statements. 

And as part of the delegation today was the leader of the party, the ANP, which the Railway Mi.nister is part of, 
who also very explicitly disassociated his party from those statements and said they were absolutely the 
individual views of a single person, and the party would meet soon to decide what to do with that minister. 

QUESTION: In terms of- well, the party would. But what about (inaudible)? Wouldn't firing the guy be--
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.·· : · 

f/". • •• ' , • 

. SENIOR STATE DEPA.RTMENTOFFICIAL TWO: Well, $~·goven:unerits did is~ue th~ir::statement ·~- · 
. . . !: .'' .. . . , . ··.'.. , . . . . . . .r :' ' . • : . • . . . : • • . . ·:: .. . • .. 

Q~ESTION: Vid they say no tolerance? (Inaudible) I know, bu~ I ~~an that's- no tolerance WC!l11<;i be'-1. '. ·:: .· . . 
mean, this guy basically called for ·someone to be· murdered. ·· " · . · ·· . . : · · . · -". · · · .·:. . ·, .. :.I . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . . ··. . . < • . : . . . . . • . · •• . . . . 

. ----SENIOR~ST-NFE-DEPAR-T-MENT-OFFI€IAL-TWO:-And-the-Prime Minister·and-the·MFA----and· I ·think .... - ~-· .... _: .. 
you'ii .~ee ¢onlu',uoo ~~tem~rits on this- were unequivocal. . . . · .' · . . ~ 

'· . ., . . ,. ;. ' • . . . . . . 
· QUESTION: (lriaudibl~) s.till .have some (inaudible).' . ' 
. . . :. . . : · . . I . . . . .. · . . .. . . . , . 
. S~NI~R ~~AiE .~~P~TMEl'lT OFFI~IALTWO: Ri_ght, ~~\~~u. h,ave t~:·al~o loo~ aqhe -~ : 

··: . . ... 
. : . 

, ·· 

. ' ,'. :' 

QUESTION: · Well (inaudible) was no tolerance (inaudible)? · · · 

, . SEi-n:oR STJE'.,EP ~TMENT OFFICIAL ·~0: Bui you.also have to look ;u it in tlie coritext of th<;ir •· · . • 
· coalition goveminerit. And so they may not -- .. · · . . · · · ·; · ... · : · . .·. · 

.· . 1 .· . . ·. .. . . . 

. QUESTION: . V{hy? . 
. I .. . 

. . ·. .. . . . .. . . . .. 
. : . ~'ENIQR._STATr·.I>,~~ART~NTOF:~CIAL ~W?: They.have ~d .~~.:. . . . . . . 

. ,.._ SENIOR .~TATE'DEPARTMENT QFFI.CIAL ONE: Matt, phil}k the expeeta~io~: ·based on .~e · .. 
. ... . , ~nversation tha\w~.~a4~· was thai th¢·party wu, . .rpak~.its decisions and that winlia.ve ·axf~pac~ on.the larger.· ·.· ... 

. ·. - 'question ofhow.this.is dealt with. · · · · ·. : · .. ·· . . . . . I . . - . . . 
. ·: · . . QtJESTION: Okay:_. So you're -- . . . . . . . .. . l· 

· SENIORSTATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Okay.: · · 

. QUESJJON; . ·-yt~~re co~ortable characte~zmg what y~~ ~~hat they·said, butJ;lot what~ said ~lJout : . . . . 
·-the H~qanis? J · · . · · · . ·· · · . · .'· · · ·. .- ,·. ' .. · .. 

· ••. · :. •• :·,· . : _.-;·.,' ..... • .. : I • • ''1. • • ·, • ' . . • . • ' '• . . ··. . • • •, ·.,, • ' • • ' 
· ·- :SENIORST~TEDEPA.RT~NT OFFICIAL ONE~ I thinkwe've·given you what we cah;on this. . 

AnybPdy else? -\ . · . . . ' . . . . . . . . . ' . . ' 

QUESTION: Well, can I follow on·that? Because I'm, like, not q~.ite sure what all this ~eans. So did the .. 
· . S~creta,r.Y .- r.ou_ s~d that they brought ·it up. . 

SENi~R STATJ mii>~TMENT OFFICIAL TWO; ~-hmm, . . . . . \ . < 
. ·. QUESTION: ~-~h -:- . firs~ of all, ~as .it President Z8rd~·that ·br~ught it up? And did ~e Seeretary.acrually_ ~k .-.:::-_. 

.. hirn·to: do -~~ink to tlie RaiJway Miriister .. or .~ake some .~tatement in his own name disa":oWing it?,. ~d w~at .. ·. 
is your expec~tioh ofth~ Pakistani Govemm~nt writ large in its i-espOt:J~~bility here to folrow 'up on th~t? . . . . . . ~ . . : .. ·I·.. . _.: . . -~· . . . ·, . ·. -, . . .. . . . < 

· · . SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: The President raised it at the outset of the meeting, as 
. we had the more ~ ·~e bro~der. coiiversation about viol~~ce. ~d r.ecent protests .and the '~ft~~ath of it. It waS .. 

part o.fthe.broadeF dtscussiOn when they talked about, as I satd,. that anyone that-provo}(es vtolence ~annot be . . . 
· tolerated,. an_~ · that\was ec~o~~ on ~Y both delegations.' And we ru:e · in . furili,er.c~nversations;including with . ·. ::_· :· · 

.· ··.several ofthe ministers . .there and leaders of the various parties:~ They no~ o.nly all. completely disassociated_..-· .. · .... 
·~ . ..: .. . ... 

: ' 
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themselves from it, but said that it was a process, an internal process that would continue to play out and that 
they were addressing. And we were comfortable with that response. 

QUESTION: So that- but that's your- that's a global response to that, which is one of the things I asked 
you. But specifically on Zardari, did he say he would disavow it when she asked him? 

SENI OR-ST-Al:KUEP ART ME NT OFFI€lAL- ONE!··-It started-with-this·whole conversation·in·which· .... - - · · ·· 
President Zardari drew her attention to the government's statements disavowing the comments. So it started on 
the affirmative with him. And then there were several people in the delegation who spoke to it, including the 
partyleader-- · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Right. · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: And as [Senior State Department Official Two] has 
said, the understanding w~ that this would now be handled internally, and we'll see how it goes. Okay? 

SENIOR STA ~E DEPARTMENT. OFFICIAL TWO: But there was certainly- and again, I don't want to 
speak for them either, and I think that they will continue to speak to this in the coming days, but they were very 
cJear that they felt that they had taken among the strongest actions possible thus far in terms of repudiating and 
disassociating the parties and the government from these statements, and that the rest, in terms of whatever may 
happen on his job, was a matter for their internal domestic processes to take care of. 

· SENIOR STATE .DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Let's go over here. Steve. 

QUESTION: l want to go to Libya. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Yep. 

QUESTION: If anyone wants--

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Well, shall we finish on Pakistan first? . Yeah . 

. QUESTION: On the video itself that- their spokesman yesterday said that they intend to call for international 
legislation against such incidents, so did they actually raise something like that in the meeting? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: That was no~ discussed in any part of the meeting. I 
am not aware that it was discussed in any part of the meeting. l know that there have been some suggestions 
about this, and we'll have to see how it plays out over the course of this week. But we also talked about our 
freedoms and the sanctity with which we hold them as well. 

QUESTION: Okay. And with regards to Afghanistan and the reconciliation effort, Afghanistan and Pakistan 
recently have been trading allegadons of cross-border insurgency. Was that discussed? And are- or did you 
raise anything that-you're happy with the cooperation that you are receiving in terms of border cooperation 
mechanism from Pakistan? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: It was part ofthe broader discussion on their bilateral 
relationship between Afghanistan and Pakistan, and I think we are all working towards continuing the positive 
trajectory that that is on as well. And certainly, Pakistan has been more engaged on the reconciliation side, 
including posting this Safe Passage Working Group just recently and Prime Minister Ashrafs visit to Kabul 
recently. And we'll continue to build on that, and I think there's a recognition of that on the Afghan side as 
well. 
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QUESTION: . And just lastly, you - earlier you said that in the meeting with the Foreign Minister Khar, there 
were some specifics that were discussed. So if you could just elaborate on that. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: There's a whole range of issues. She had spent her
as I mentioned, she had at least three separate meetings with a series of Hill members, and they had raised a 

· · · ····number of-issues wi th··her;-and-she-discussed· some ·of those: -She· discussed· some-ofthe·ongoing-civilian·· -· .-·-·· 
assistance and economic initiatives, including energy. needs and some of the things that we 'II discuss in the 
working groups, and then the broader regional issues as well. So it was just - there was a lot covered over the 
course of that two hours. We didn't linger on any particular topic, and so those are what she discussed. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Paul. 

QUESTION: Did President Zardari or any other Pakistani official urge the U.S. to do anything more to 
prevent incidents like this film or taking action against the people who created it? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Beyond the broad frame that I just told you about, 
condemning all those who provoke violence, there was not any specific action requested. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Andy. 

QUESTION: Did drone strikes come up from either side, either in - with the President Zardari meeting or in 
the Khar meeting?· · · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: As you know, we don't talk about such a thing. 

Margaret. 

QUESTION: Was there conversation in either of the meetings about the impact of the Haqqani designation on 
reconciliation efforts? 

SENIOR STArE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: We've actually been quite pleased with the response 
in both countries on the designation, and we'll continue to build on it. 

QUESTION: So it was discussed? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: It was-

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: I think that it's fair to say that it had been discussed 
before the designation was made, that they could expect this, and that it was something that we felt we needed 
to do in order to be able to go after the sources of funding, et cetera, ·for the Haqqani Network. So by the time it 
actually happened, I think it's fair to say, (Senior State Department Official Two], that it wasn't a swprise. 

SENIOR STATE'DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Absolutely. As I briefed immediately after the 
designation, this was something that we wanted to keep the Pakistani Government in very close touch about. 
And so we had raised it with a variety of senior civilian, military, intelligence leadership and worked with them 
through this. So by the time of these meetings of the past few days, it hasn't been an issue. 

QUESTION: Well, isn't the reason that they're happy with- or you were happy with their response because
I'm sorry. Let me formulate this again. The Pakistanis are under the assumption that they have zero added 
obligations as a result of this FTO designation. Have you told them anything to suggest otherwise? 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I think you'd have to get the Pakistani response on 
what their obligations are. 

QUESTION: ldo have- yeah. I mean, in fact, they've said that. I mean, the Foreign Minister said that last 
. week, that she doesn't- they're- you told them ahead oftime.that's done, it was .done for u.s. reasons, and 
boom,; -so-what-for-them.-··· · .... _- .. ·······-·· -··-····- ..... ·· · · ·· ··· ................... .......... ···· ··· ............. ............ ·· · · ·-··-······· ........ · · ···- · · · ·-----......... · ·· · 

SENIOR STATE-DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: But I mean, I would also look to the press release that 
the Embassy iss~ed here noting that they were foreign fighters, going squarely into the parliamentary 
recommendations on the expulsion of foreign fighters and that Pakistani soil should not be used to launch 
attacks on others. So I think that the response thus far has actually been very constructive. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Anything else on Afghanistan, Pakistan? 

Please. 

QUESTIO~ :· '( eah. O_n Pakistan, can you just clarify -

SENIOR STA'rE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Can you tell us who you are? 

QUESTION: Josh Gerstein with Politico. You said there was a general discussion of not tolerating anyone 
who provoked violence. Were you intending to ·encompass in that both the Railway Minister'~ comments and 
the original act of posting this video? And was the theme of this discussion that both kinds of acts should be 
considered in parallel and similar sanctions should apply to both kinds of acts? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I think it was focused much more on the Pakistani 
side of that at that point in the conversation, although it was part of a broader discussion on the obligations of 
government leaders to speak out about this writ large. Is that accurate? 

SENIOR STATE DEPART:Ml:NT OFFICIAL ONE: That's about right. Yeah. 

Please. 

QUESTION: Was there any discussion about Pakistani Prime Minister getting onto the national TV one day 
before the (inaudible) and declaring-the holiday to (inaudible)? Was there any discussion about that official 
action of the Prime Minister? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: There wasn't in this set of meetings. I think we - I 
think I said at the time that we weren't going to get into their internal decisions about holidays, but we wanted 
to see any protests that occurred be maximatly peaceful. I think we have also said, including in the context of 
this meeting, that we worked very well with the Pakistanis to protect all of our diplomatic missions, and we 
were very appreciative of the seriousness with which they took security, notwithstanding the' fact that there was 
s_ome violence and some loss of life, obviously. 

. . 
QUESTION: The other one is about trilateral talks which are going to be held here between UK, Afghanistan, 
and Pakistan. Are you supporting of that talks? And what kind of results you will expect out of those trilateral 
talks? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: Absolutely. We're completely supportive of any 
number of other talks that engage the Afghans and Pakistanis. I couldn't begin to tell you what the expectation 
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is out of them, but as Ambassador Grossman has said many times, the goal in the reconciliation effort is to get 
Afghans speaking with other Afghans about the future of Afghanistan. Alld there are many ways and many 
channels to try to pursue that. And our avenues are one of them, and - but if others have other avenues, we 
certainly welcome those as well. And the most important piece of it is the Afghan ownership of this, and given 
that, then we're extremely supportive of this. 

- --- SENIOR.S:FATE-DEPARTMENT··()FFICIAL ·ONE:--Anne.-... _ ..... - - ... · ... 

QUESTION: Was there any discussion of this being her last meeting with either of them? Is it your 
expectation that. it is, in fact, the last time she will see them? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: We didn't talk about any scheduling issues. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Way, way too much work to do. There was- there 
were no goodbye hugs here. We've got a lot of work to do in the four months ahead. 

QUESTION: Was there any discussion on the forthcoming elections in Pakistan? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: There was discussion in general that it's an electoral 
season in both countries. Obviously that's not a surprise. 

Jo. 

QUESTION: So is it your sense then that Pakistani-U.S. ties are now much more on an even keel and you're 
actually going to move upwards and forwards, or are they_ still just sort of stagnant and just moving along on a 
fairly level-? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I would certainly say that they're moving upwards 
and in a positive direction. I don't, again, want to overestimate and·oversell what's occurred. I mean, we're -=- I 
think we've been working at a very diligent, disciplined, workmen-like manner over the course of these last 18 
months, which have been very difficult, and especially over the last several months, since we've had this 
opening opportunity again, given .the Ground Lines of Communication, to get this back on track. 

And I think they?re reinvigorated, but we're looking at very specific, discrete, incremental steps that we can 
show that by acting together jointly, we can pursue many of our shared interests. And that's what these targeted 
few working groups are seeking to do. That's what these continued high-level meetings, working-level 
meetings are continuing to do. And I'm very comfortable with the direction that this is headed. But we're not 
we want to be realistic and clear-eyed about all this. 

QUESTION: Can I ask on Afghanistan, on the Bilateral Security Commission? I got lost a little bit on- you 
had - you spoke about the talks that are happening next week, which are1:1 't the start of the formal negotiations 
but would lead - .would be talks to lead to the fonnal talks? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: I think that the Strategic Partnership Agreement laid 
out that the- a bilateral security agreement should be pursued and that it would have- the goal was to have it 
completed within one year of negotiations starting. And this is just --

QUESTION: This was from the start of the last--

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO: This is from the- no, no. The Strategic Partnership 
Agreement signed by President Obama when he went there earlier in the year--
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... . 

. ·. · ~UESTION! · rf)lt. \ 
.. : SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TWO:' -- called for a bilat~ral security agreeme~t, which, · . '" 

.~ould - .with th~ goal of that beirig -~mpleted one .ye~ after negotiation~ started.· To start the bilateral securl~. , 
• l . . • - • . • . 

· . agreement, we·~rst have to have some meetings with the.Bilaterai'Security Comm~ss~on;· That commi~sion is .: . . 
-:---:i:neetmgTor tlie fifSHifne 11exfyear, ·an(r we are each appointinglea(f" negoti~to!S-:-~~-·tharwilh;tatrthe pto"c;::e-ss·: ..... :=--

. .- ofleading to ·th~ first negqtiation of the BSA. So it's· a technical..:.. , ' · · · · . . . . I . . . . . . :·· 
. SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT. OFFICIAL· ONE: it;s taitcs about talks. . . .. ··. I . . . . . . . 
SENIOR ST~TE DEP~~~EN~ OFFICIAL ~WO: It's a .teclri~alpoint, but.we're not starling.the tolling. · 
ofthat.yearnextweek. . · · , . . . ., .· ·: \ ·< . . . I . 

. · Ql)ESTIO~: 0kay .. · . . . I . 
· :. SE~.oR··~TATE DEPART.MENT OF#ICJAL Two:·. J;lut it is a positive·step that-we are going down:tliat 

road: . .· . . ,... . . . ·. : . 

. : QUESTIO~: Beca~e' th~y're on tr~ck essentially~ 
. I ; l . " ·: : .. 

~ENIOJ.lSTA~E I>EPA~~MENT·'O~CIAL TWO~ .Yes .. · . , . . 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: .Just remember that- yeah. Just remember that-our~ · ·. 
we op~rate in thb current s~urity environment under a Status ofF orces Agreement. tha~ takes you to the time .. 

. . when·~urity i~ full:)dn _the bands or_ the Afghans; at the ·eQd Qf 2014. so·we .need something:. that Will replace ., 
·: _. ,that a,s our sort Jfpennanen~ security arrangement, if that's fair. to say;,[Senior State Department ()ffidal.Two]. ·. . ·. . . . . I·. · .. ..... · ·;. . . . , . . . . ·. . .· . . 

. . . SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL·TwO:· Yes. . . . .. . . I . . . . . . . . . . . 
' SENIOR~TATKD~PARTMENT:OFFICML ONE: And this has to be n~gotiat~d. and ~i'~ to be . 

. . . n~g~tiated befo~ the. end of2014 .. And there waS ~ ·arid to try to'do ~t Within 12 months frOil:l the start ofit. So'· . 
. . :· this 1s preparatory to all of'that. 
. ... . . I. 
. · QUESTION: @ka:y. . .. 

.. ~ . : 
. . • J· . I . . 

:-· ~~NIO~ .. STA~E DEP~T~NT QFFICIAL 0~: If~at ~akes sense. O)caY· GQi~g b~.ck to Libya. . . . .. 

· QUESTI9N: <l>~ Libya. ~.e- ypu mentioned ~at in the m~eting wi~ ~e ~resident ¢at you di~cus~d · 
. reining in militilts, MANP ADS, the ~hemlcal ~eapons side~ and tha(you wanted to in(e~sify support in ~1 those 

areas. Other thJn the'Marine FAST te~.thaes gone _in or the ·FBI, which is conducting the i.nvestigation;·have 
·. you been able td resume any of the military or security cooperation since the attack? ·· ' ·. · . . · I . . . ' . . ·. . '• . . 

. ~ENIOR ~T A:fE I)EP ARTMEN; OFFI~Ii£ ONE: My ·~ders~ding- and I .~on't h~ve. as many d~tails · 
as I.should;Til ~ee ifl can get y~u a few more. But my. ~derstanding is thats.ome of these training prograin·s .. 

.. . . that we have bebn dofng for Libyans have co~timied through this period. We'd Hke to .~o ev~il mor~. .As, you. · ,. . . 
know, this has Heeri- we've had;~)nterim government and. there were SQ~e questions about hqw many·. · 

· ... : · : d.e9isions they cbuld tak~ about how they were going to.' approach security. · · 

. ·. · ·But·it's certainlt ~lear in all ~e conversations that ~e've had· in the last two' ~eeks and in the way President . . 
:Magariafwas pestureltoday that t.here is an appreciati~n and. a:commitment. to accel¢rating.the work that they . . ' . . . . , .. 
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· are doing internally on their security. And among other things, he spoke very eloquently about the fact that the 
Libyan people are demanding to pave a better sense of security. 

· QUESTION: Just on a- I don't know if logistical is the right word, but are you able now to get more 
personnel back into at least the Embassy in Tripoli? 

···-----SENIORSTATE UEPART-MENTOFFI GIAL·ONE: ... .J. don!t-thinkthat-we~ve .. got-difficulty-posting-people ... - -- .. 
in Tripoli for these things. And generally, these training programs are done by- teams come in for a short 
-period tp do that work or we bring Libyans to the States or to Europe for training, so all .of that is continuing. 

QUESTION: But let me ask another way. If I recall, right after the attack, you withdrew all but a · skeleton 
crew from'-

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: Oh, I see what you·re saying. 

QUESTION: I mean, Benghazi entirely and from Tripoli there were just a few left. Have you now been able 
to send back a more robust if not complete mission? 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: I don't think we're back to full staffing in Tripoli, but 
I don't have any sense that it has impacted negatively on our ability to provide security training to the extent that 
the Libyans are ready to have it. 

QUESTION: [Senior State Department Official One], can I just follow up? I know the constraints that you're 
under discussing the U.S. probe into what's happening in Benghazi, but the Libyans have their own. Did the 
Secretary ask for -did President Magariaf volunteer where they are with their probe? I mean~ he talked on the 
TV last week about 50 people being arrested. Did they discuss that at all? 

' 

SENIOR STA~E DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: We are very focused in our work with them on this 
investigation, on the work that the FBI will do with them. So to the extent that the FBI leads, they're the 
investigative agency, it wasn't her place to get into the· details. 

QUESTION: Are there any Americans- American personnel in Benghazi now? 
. . 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: No. 

Please. 

QUESTION: Just on the point that you raised, that the President had said that they see two threats- one is 
from extremists and they have their agenda, and two is from remnants of the Qadhafi regime - was there any 
indication that the two are working together or is there any concern that there could be an alliance between ihe 
two? · 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ONE: I'll let the Libyans speak to how they might see those 
things, but he spoke in terms of these two streams that they are watching and working on. 

An~ing else? Okay, thanks guys. And thank you very much [Senior State Department Official Two]. 

### 
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The United States was proud to stand with you and the libyan people as you fought for your country last year. And we 
will continue to stand with you as you now write Libya's new future as a democracy that will give all of your people a 
chance to have a better future. 

Thank you. 

PRESIDENT MAGARIAF: (Via interpreter.) Madam Secretary, at the outset, I would like to thank you, Secretary of State 
Clinton, for these kind words that you have expressed towards our libyan people, towards the libyan revolution, and 
t~ward the General National Congress of Libya that is today the legitimate and- the legitimacy and the legitimate 
authority in libya. · 

Madam Secretary, I wouldn't wish to speak for long, but however, before we continue, I would like to express- again 
reiterate the expression of my sincerest condolences, the condolences of the Libyan National Congress, the libyan 
Government, the libyan people, to you, to President Obama, and to the American people and to the families of the 
victims that fell during this painful, tragic tragedy. And they were the victims Ambassador Chris Stevens and his three 
comrades. 

Madam Secretary, that was a very painful, huge tragedy, not only to the American people an~ the families of the victims 
but also for the libyan people. The Libyan people lost a friend, lost someone who was very supportive of them, 
someone who was very supportive of their revolution, and someone who was always there for them. 

Madam Secretary, undoubtedly, the understanding that was expressed by President Obama, by you as Secretary of 
· State, towards the~e tragic events and your positive expression to continue to support libya has fed to mitigating the 

repercussions of this regrettable tragedy and incident on our close relationship. 

Madam Secretary, their support, of course, mitigated the repercussions and the consequences, however, on the other 
hand,· that support also furthered the responsibility on our shoulders towards taking responsibility- a great 
responsibility- for this tragedy and also let us look at the necessity to expedite the investigation in the incident and to. 
pursue- to bring to justice those perpetrators.· Of course, we are- we express our great readiness to cooperate with 
the U.S. Government in order to cooperate in the investigation and bring those perpetrators to justice. 

Madam Secretary, I also will seize this opportunity to reaffirm that what happened on the 11th of September towards 
these U.S. citizens does not express in any way the conscience of the libyan people, their aspirations, their hopes, or 
their sentiments towards the American people. 

Madam Secretary, and I am confident that the protest that happened last Friday in Benghazi and the other protests that 
took place across the libyan cities in protest to what happened are a very clear message to how we feet toward the 
United States. These protests embodied the conscience of the Libyan people. The Libyan people have spoken through 
these protests last Friday and expressed their true sentiments, how they feel towards the U.S. Administration and 
American people. You have mentioned the courage of the libyan people, and we truly appreciate those words. 

Madam Secretary, there is no doubt that the libyan people have shown to the world and perhaps to across the world 
with their true cour~ge and their love for their country and for the love for the freedom. 

Madam Secretary, their courage would not have been possible for them also to win over a tyrant if it were not for the 
unlimited U.S. suppprt, the political and military support of the Untied States, and the United States support in-at all 
levels that was given to the Libyan revolution that the U.S. Administration gave to the Libyan revolution as well as your 
support, President Obama's support, the American people's support, and the support of the entire international 
community to this revolution. 
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SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, it's wonderful to welcome the President of Libya and his distinguished delegation here 
to New York. 

As we all know, the_ United States lost a great ambassador and the Libyan people lost a true friend when Chris Stevens and 
three other Americans were killed in the terrorist assault on our consulate in Benghazi. 

Through everything; the President and the Libyan Government have been staunch partners to the United States. I want to 
thank them in person, as we already have through communications and through your Ambassador, for the important 
efforts that they are ~ing to help fin~ and bring to justice all those responsible for the attacks. I'd also like to thank the 
Libyan people for the outpouring of support they have shown to not only Ambassador Stevens, but on behalf of the United 
States. 
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This summer, the _Libyan people had the chance to choose their own leaders, and we have a President who has been freely 
chosen by the Libyan people. Courage has been th_e defining characteristic of the Libyan people over these last two years 
- courage to rise up and overthrow a dictator; courage to choose the hard path of democracy; courage to stand against 
violence and division in their country and the world. And Mr. President, that kind of courage deserves our support. 

The United States;was proud to stand with you and the Libyan people as you fought for your country last year. And we 
.. -··· __ will.continue_tostand . .with_you.as .you now-wr.ite.Libya~s.new.future as.a democracy-that-will. give. allof-your.people-a-·-·· 

chance to have a better future. · 

Thank you. 

PRESIDENT MAGARIAF: (Via interpreter.) Madam Secretary, at the outset, I would like to thank you, Secretary of 
State Clinton, for these kind words that you have expressed towards our Libyan people, towards the Libyan revolution, 
and toward the General National Congress ofLibya that is today the legitimate and- the_legitimacy and the legitimate 
authority in Libya. ·· 

Madam Secretary, I wouldn't wish to speak for long, but however, before we ci>ntinue, l would like to express- again 
reiterate the expression of my sincerest condolences, the condolences of the Libyan National Congress, the Libyan 
Government, the Libyan people, to you, to President Obama, and to the American people and to the families of the 
victims that fell during this painful, tragic tragedy. And they were the victims Ambassador Chris Stevens and his three 
comrades. 

Madam Secretary, .that was a very painful, huge tragedy, not only to the American people and the families of the victims 
but also for the Libyan people. The Libyan people lost a friend, lost someone who was very supportive of them, someone 
who was very supportive of their revol~tion, and someone who was always there for them. 

Madam Secretary, undoubtedly, the understanding that was expressed by President Obama, by_you as Secretary ofS~te, 
towards these tragic events and your positive expression to continue to support Libya has led to mitigating the 
repercussions of this regrettable tragedy and incident on our close relationship. 

Madam Secretary, their support, of course, mitigated the repercussions and the consequences. However, on the other 
hand, that support also furthered the responsibility on our shoulders towards taking responsibility - a great responsibility - . 
for this tragedy and also let us look at the necessity to expedite the investigation in the incident and to pursue- to bring to 
justice those perpetrators. Of course, we are- we express our great readiness to cooperate with the U.S. Government in 
order to cooperate in the investigation and bring those perpetrators to justice. 

Madam Secretary, I also will seize this opportunity to reaffirm that what happened on the 11th of September towards 
these U.S. citizens does _not express in any way the conscience of the Libyan people, their aspirations, their hopes, or their 
sentiments towards the American people. 

Madam Secretary, and I am confident that the protest that happened last Friday in Benghazi and the other protests that 
took place across the Libyan cities in protest to what happened are a very clear message to how we feel toward the United 
States. These protests embodied the conscience of the Libyan people. The Libyan people have spoken through these 
protests last Friday and expre!;sed their true sentiments. how they feel towards the U.S. Administration and American 
people. You have mentioned the courage of the Libyan people, and we truly appreciate those words. 

Madam Secretary, there is no doubt that the Libyan people have shown to the world and perhaps to across the world with 
their true courage and their love for their country and for the love for the freedom. · 

Madam Secretary, their courage would ·not have been possible for them also to win over a tyrant if it were not for the 
unlimited U.S. support, the pol_itical and military support of the United States, and the United States support in- at all 
levels that was given to the Libyan revolution, that the U.S. Administration gave to the Libyan revolution as well as your 
su"pport, President Obama's support, the American people's support, and the support of the entire international community 

· to this revolution. 
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This not only makes it our duty to thank you, thank the United States as well as the international community for that 
support, but that also makes it our duty to rise up to the level of the confidence and the trust that you, the United States, 
and the international community have put in us. 

Madam Secretary, of course, despite all the challenges, the perils, the difficulties, and the- all the obstacles that we faced, 
the Libyan people were able - humbly as well as with pride - to show to the world the degree of their keenness to 

. -.. s71teguardihis revofutionana· to make it ·a-success In .order to bring abouttlie ·goars-=the-no6le ariagreargoals· of tnis ___ --·· ·- .- -·-
revolution, mainly to establish a constitutional, democratic, civil state that would be based on pluralism and a peaceful 
transfer of authoritY. 

Undoubtedly, these elections that happened over the past summer and brought about the General National Congress in 
Libya and also demonstrated the transparent electi.ons that brought to power a new prime minister, ~II these events show 
and send a messag~ of the new road that Libya is determined to take~ 

I am confident that the General National Congress and this new government - the new government are keen on 
undertaking their duties and fulfilling their responsibilities with integrity and sincerity as well as responsibility towards 
theworld. · 

### 
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PRESIDENT MAGARIAF: (Via interpreter.) Madam Secretary, at the outset, I would like to thank you, 
Secretary of State Clinton, for these kind words that you have expressed towards our Libyan people, towards 
the Libyan revolution, and toward the General National Congress of Libya that is ·today the legitimate and - the 
legitimacy and the legitimate authority in Libya; 

.. M~~~.-~~~~~~.J..~9-~Jd~~!.~~h.: .~.9_§P~~fQ.r.!~mg,J?~!.bQ.~~Y.~r •.. b.~f<>-r~-.~~~9.rt.ti.!!1!~.L~9.Y.!4J.i!<:~_.t.<> .. ~.~p[~~~ .. ::: 
again reiterate the expression of my sincerest condolences, the condolences of the Libyan National Congress, 
the Libyan Govenunent, the Libyan people, to you, to President Obama, and to the American people and to. the 
families of the victims that fell during this painful, tragic tragedy. And they were the victims Ambassador Chris 
Stevens and his three comrades. 

Madam Secretary, that was a very painful, huge tragedy, not only to the American people and the families of the 
victims but also for the Libyan people. The Libyan people lost a mend, lost someone who was very supportive 
of them, someone who was very ~upportive of their revolution, and someone who was always there for them. 

Madam Secretary, undoubtedly, the understanding that wa8 expressed by President Obama, by you as Secretary 
of State, towards these tragic events·and your positive expression to continue to support Libya has led to 
mitigating the repercussions of this regrettable tragedy and incident on our close relationship. 

Madam Secretary, their support, of course, mitigated the repercussions and the consequences. However, on the 
other hand, that support also furthered the responsibility on our shoulders towards taking responsibility- a great 
responsibility- for this tragedy and also let us look at the necessity to expedite the investigation in the incident 
and to pursue- to bring to justice those perpetrators. Of course, we are - we express our great readiness to 
cooperate with the U.S. Government in order to cooperate in the investigation and bring· those perpetrators to 
justice. 

Madam Secretary, I also will seize this opportunity to reaffirm that what ·happened on the 11th of September 
towards.these U.S. citizens does not express in any way the conscience of the Libyan people, their aspirations, 
their hopes, or their sentiments towards the American people. ' 

Madam Secretary, and I am confident that the protest that happened last Friday in Benghazi and the other 
protests that took place acrosS the Libyan cities in protest to what happened are a very clear message to how we 
feel toward the United States. These protests embodied the conscience of the Libyan people. The Libyan 
people have spoken through these protests last Friday and expressed their true sentiments, how they feel 
towards the U.S. Administration and American people. You have mentioned the courage of the Libyan people, 
and we truly appreciate those words. 

Madam Secretary, there is no doubt that the Libyan people have shown to the world and perhaps to across the 
world with their true courage and their love for their country and for the love for the freedom. 

Madam Secretary, their courage would not have been possible for them also to win over a tyrant if it were not 
for the unlimited U.S. support, the political and military support of the United States, and the United States 
support in- at alllev~ls that was given to the Libyan revolution, that the U.S. Administration gave to the 
Libyan revolution as well as your support, President Obama's support, the American people's support, and the 
support of the entire international community to this revolution. 

This not only makes it our duty to thank you, thank the United States as well as the international community for 
that support, but tpat also makes it our duty to rise up to the level of the confidence and the trust that you, the 
United States, and the international community have put in us. 
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Madam Secretary, of course, de~pite all the challenges, the perils, the difficulties, and the- all the obstacles that 
we faced, the Libyan people were able - humbly as well as with pride - to show to the world the degree of their 
keermess to safeguard this revolution and to make it a success in order to bring about the goals - the noble ami 
great goals of this revolution, mainly to establish a constitutional, democratic, civil state that would be based on 
pluralism and a peaceful transfer of authority. · 

---·undoubte<iiy;·tli~seelections tnaf l'iappeneaover-tli<q5asf sumfiier· ancr broughr aoounhe-Generai · Nati<>naT-- ··--· · ··-'······ ···· 
Congress in Libya and also demonstrated the transparent elections that brought to power a new prime minister, 
all these events show and send a message of the new road that Libya is detennined to take. 

I am confident that the General National Congress and this new government - the new government are keen on 
undertaking their duties and fulfilling their responsibilities with integrity and sincerity as well as responsibility 
towards the world. · 

### 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Joanna BIDDLE! 
Monday Seplem~b:-:e~r .,;o247,-;2~0:r:~1~2-;1r::~1~:5""'or-Ar~Mr-r-___,J 
I I 

Cc: Nicolas REVISE 
Subject: RE: CNN's Explanation(s) 

OK 
-----Original Message----
From: I 

~~--~~~--~~~~~----------~ 
Se~t: Monday~ September 2~~ 2912 11:49 AM 
To : Joanna BIDDLE . 
Cc: Nicolas REVISE 
Subject: Re: CNN's Explanation(s) 

Ok, just please make sure to clearly note that they are from yesterday. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

And if helpful, feel free to say in your voice tha~ lsaid. he is waiting to comment any b6 
f urther until seeing what CNN does in light of the weekend's exchange. b7c 

Original Message -----r-----------------~ 
FroM: Joanna BIDDLE (mailtoi~..:~~~~~~--........J 
~~~f- ~acdav. septembe9 24, 2012 11:42 AM 

Cc: Nicolas REVISE[L...,_~---~----....J 
Subject: RE:. CNN's Explanation(s) 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Ok thanks. As I said our editors in Paris have pushed to do .a short stor·y, so we used some of 
the c~ents you sent yesterday afternoon even .though as you say it is "stale" 

-----Original Message----
From:~l~~-~~~-~----~~~--------~------------__j 
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2e12 11:41 AM 
To: Joanna BIDDLE 
Cc: Nicolas REVISE 
Subject: Re : CNN's Explanation(s) 

I will check on your first question 

OFF the record: on your second question, I am waiting to see what CNN does today before 
commenting. further, so using what I wrote yesterday or the day before is stale. If they 
change their tune today, I will react to that. 

----- Original .Message --- - ) 

b6 
b7C 

From: Joanna BIDDLE [m.ailto -1..::-:~""""::"~~~~-------..J 
Sent· Monday. Sept~mber 24, 2012 11:21 AM 
To:l _ l 
Cc: Nicolas REVIS~ 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Subject: RE: CNN' s 1-:E:-x-p~l-an_a __ t:-:i:-o-n..,.(-s'("") ----..J 

HiL-l __ _, 
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Excuse the intrusion on your Sunday, but I've heard from more than half of you or the media 
outlets you represent asking for reaction to CNN's atrocious behavior in the handling of 
Ambassador Stevens's diary, as originally ·reported by The Wall Street Journal, and expanded 
on by The Washington Post just a little while ago. 

I continue to hear from many of you still trying to comprehend why CNN did what they did, so 
I just want to bring everyone up to speed at once. 

I also know that to many of you, this is not simply a 'story' as you knew or worked with 
Chris, and find this as distasteful as everyone here at State does. 

I'm more than happy to send my existing statement. But I want to wait in case CNN issues 
another excuse of the day in order to address it. I'm struggling to keep up with them since 
they are clearly having a hard time settling on a single credible explanation that gets them 
off the hook for ·lying to the family. They keep changing their tune, issuing inadequate, 
confusing, and conflicting explanations, offering four in as many days, some on air, some by 
paper. Even as I type I'm hearing they're trying on a new one for size, peddling that the 
family didn't really understand what CNN said to them. Never mind that there were five 
people on the call that CNN is claiming four people misunderstood. 

So ~nee they finally get their latest story straight and stick to it, I'll follow up with you 
al'l. Not sure· that will be anyt.ime soon since it's clear they don't know how to explain, let 
alone justify their actions. And I'm certainly not going to hold my breath until someone is 
held accountable. 

In the meantime, here is the Post story I mentioned above, you might find it helpful: 

CNN vs. the State Department: A long Story By Erik Wemple The Washington Post Posted at 02:37 
PM ET I 09/23/2012 . 

CNN's Anderson.Cooper on Wednesday night brought his viewers some big ne~s about the fatal 
Sept. 11 attacks against the U.S. consulate and nearby annex in Benghazi, Libya. All manner 
of details on .the provenance and circumstances of the assaults that claimed the lives of U.S. 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three others have been unclear or in dispute. So the 
information that CNN divulged fqund an eager audience. Here's Cooper: 

Now, you are looking at the scene just outside the consulate in Benghazi as a pro-American 
crowd tried to. rush Ambassador Stevens, who was wounded, still alive, to 'the hospital. 
Tonight, (CNN] . obtains exclusive information about the climate that ~ed up to all of this. 

A source familiar with Ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months before his death, he 
talked about being worried about what he called the never-ending security threats, 
specifically·in Benghazi. The source [is] telling us that the ambassador specifically 
mentioned .the rise in Islamic extremism, the growing al-Qaeda presence in Libya, and said 
that he was on an al-Qaeda hit list. 

Exclusive, foreign, terrorism-related, breaking· news - that's so CNN. The Web ate the story 
for breakfast and lunch the next day. On Friday night, Cooper returned to the topic of 
Stevens, this time with more compelling stuff: 

The informatio·n for [Wednesday's] report, like all of CNN's reporting, was carefully vetted. 
Some of that i.nformation was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and notified the family. 
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At their reque~t, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we found newsworthy in 
the ambassador's writings. Our reporting followed up on wh~t we found newsworthy, as I said, 
in the ·ambassador's writings. 

Those are six very heavy sentences. And there's an e~tensive story behind them, as the Wall 
Street Journal and the Huffington Post reported on Saturday. The family of the late 
ambassador had requested that CNN not issue any reports based on the journal - or even 
reference its existence - before the family consented. CNN agreed to abide by the family's 
wishes, according. to Philippe Reines, a ·state Department spokesman who listened in on a 
.conference call between a CN.N executive and ·a representative of the stevens family. 

State and CNN have spent a good part of the weekend trading nasty words on the spat. The 
length of this State Department tract alone makes clear just how peeved its leadership is: 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when 
they finally did tell them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and ultimately 
broke their pledge made to them only hours after they witnessed the return to the Unites 
States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene th~ diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosj,ty is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the authorities? 

When a junior person at CNN called, they didn't say, fHello, I know this is a terrible time, 
but I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They instead took the 
opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his priva.cy. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to. do the 
right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN; so they helpfully offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around, to put a rush on it for their own purposes. · 

It was ·then made · clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time in the same call, 
that they wanted to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. 
Period. CNN finally heard their request enough times that they had to accept it, agreed to 
abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary or even 
allude to its existence until hearing back from the family. 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. I guess four days was as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it: Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why ·the 
network broke its promise to the family. And only did so after being contacted by a reporter 
asking about t~e diary and their convoluted sourcing. 

How do they justify that? They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud 
episode in CNN's history. I'm sure there are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally 
appalled by this decision and wondering who above them authorized this course of action. 

And CNN: 
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.· .. . . 

· We think th'e pull lie had a right. to know what CNN had .learned from mul t'iple sources · about the· 
. fears ·and· warnings of a terror threat before the. Bengha.zi' attack wt{ich are no~ r~ising 
· questions about ·why, the State Department did~'t. ~o more:· to protect Amba.ssador Stevens and 
. other u .. s. per~onnel. Perhaps the real q!JeStion here is why is. the . State Department now 
attacking the ·n\essenger. • · ' · : . ' · · · · . l . . . . . . 

. In sum, . an e~t~a~rdinary disagreement between this . co.untry' s foreign-.policy ·shop and on·e of 
· ~ts ~ore .. aggress ive agents . of fo_reign reportage. It all stems from the unique. circumstances 
that unraveled jon .Sept·. ·11. The attacks .on the consulate and .'. annex ·were ·sev.ere enough· that · . 

· the Sta~e Depan~ment evacuated all .u.s. personne~ . from t~e compound, leaving,·. in ·effect, an 
unsecured crime scene . · 

.:A. full ~hree · dJys after the attack,. CNN senior international correspond~nt·· A~a Dainon found 
Stevens' journ~l at the site of the Benghazi consulate, according ~o Re~nes~ 

Reines found oJ~·.about the journal not long -~fter . a "return of remains"' ceremony for 
·t • . . • . 

Ambassador Stevens ,and the other victims at Andrews Air Force Bas·e on Friday, Sept. 14. He 
.received a cal~ from State's protocol office ·alerting him that someone from . CNN had called· 
the Stevens family with the news that they'd recovered the ambas sador"s journal. To CNN's 

. I . . 
request to r~p~rt on its contents, the family member responded. in the negative~ 

The Stevens fa~~ly wanted State's h~l_p., s~ . Reine~ got in ~ouct) w~ th · a Stevens family m~_mber ·.· 
who confirmed .the story for him • . Naw Reines ·wanted to chat with CNN,· so. he e-mailed the .woman 

. :- CNN staffer Me.redith Edwards - who'd reportedly contacted the st'evens family~ No reply. 
Next .on· the li~t was Mark Whitaker, a ranking CNN .news executive. Reines asked Whitaker.· . . . I . . • . . • . . . 

.. whether the story he'd heard was accura~e. Whitaker confirmed the gist of th1ngs but wasn't . 
. forthcoming, r~calls Reines: · "He was cle"arly sheepish and defensive from the. beginning,n says 
·Rein~s. ·"He :5a~d, 'We're ·talking to our lawyers.' And I said, '.Mar.k~ if · you·' re ·talking to . 
your lawyers, then you know you're on shaky ground. n, · · I . . . .. 
That call was . m~·rely a· prelude to ·m~re calls. la~er that Fri day, Reines chatted. with Ric.hard 
Griffiths, a ·kJy CNN editorial ·official who · confirmed possession of . the Ste·vens .di~ry ·and . 
explained that lt~e late ambassador had procured it in stockholm and had ·sta'rted writing· in it· 
011 his .last ho~iday. Rein~s discussed ge~ti~g Griffiths on 'the .line wit~ the Steven~ ·family . 
:to hash out th~ aff~ir. Griffiths then told Reines how he'd p~tch the fa~ily : That t~e ·. 
journal· pr.ovided ·a beautiful window into Stevens's ' character - and · ~edication to his work and 
that they'd like permission to .go ahead . and use it on air. . . . . I . . . . . . 
In · a subsequent conferen.ce call with the family and -state officials, ·. CNN' s Griffiths . 
"'regurgitated" jthe scr~pt, Reines says. The family member listened and · sa.id rio. · .Reines: "The 
fam~ly member ~ho~;~ghtfully and clearly told Griffiths that this was Chri~'s ~ersonal'property ·. 
and that they ~lieved - it was their personal pr.ope~ty now, that they wanted 1t back ·and. that 
they would not !make any other decisions about it" until they reviewe~ ·it. There · w~ sn't an · . 
insistence :tha~ they'd never bless i,ts use; nor· an indication that they would - ju·st a 
preference that· they jointly take a look at the ~ontents before making any decisi~~s . . I . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Griff~ths asked if the · family would be okay with CNN ~t least_ saying that it had recovered . 
the journal on ~~he · site of the attacks and had · r~turned _if to the ·. family. Fainily _~~:~ember: N-9~ 

After that rejection, Griffiths told the Stevens family member that CNN had transcribed the 
diary and .coul~ pass it a~ong . in e-mail format. The family member declined to share an · e-ina~l 
address , $0 the parties agreed that Griff.iths would send the tex·t · to Reines, who wquld. then 
forward it .on to the Stevens fami'!y. Reines . fulfilled his middleman .role arid says he has 
never glimp~ed·l ~t the contents of the e-mail; nor has any S~ate ~epartment official had 
access to it, he says. . . : 

157 HRC-9327 



One clear takeaway from the conference call, says Reines, is CNN's standing on the question 
of family deference. It was absolute, he says - Griffiths stated that the network would honor 
the wishes of the family not to mention the journal on air. nThere was no other caveat or 
asterisk," says Reines, whose account was corroborated by·two other State Department sources 
who overheard the conference call. 

The next step was arranging for Damon to pass the journal along to an Italian diplomat so 
that it could be delivered back to the family . "The first order of business was getting this 
out of CNN' s hands, given their behavior and their insensitive in'teractions with the family," 
says Reines. 

Things were quiet until the following week, when Cooper began what Reines called "'breathless" 
coverage alleging that Stevens believed he was on an al-Qaeda hit list. That information, in 
Cooper's wording, was based on an anonymous source. "They constructed something that allowed 
them to satisfy their minimal journalistic standards to break their pledge to the .family," · 
says Reines. 

The network differs, saying that it had ''multiple sources" for that information. "Out of 
respect to the family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal," says a CNN statement. 

CNN never apprised anyone in the Stevens family of its plans to mention the journal on air, 
says. Reines, though a CNN source insists that the network tried many times to reach the 
family after the Sept. 14 conference call, "to no avail." In its statement, CNN gives this 
explanation fo~ discussing the item on air: 

The reason CNN ultimately reported Friday on the existence of the journal was because leaks 
to media organizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which 
we did. 

Odd bit of reasoning: Did CNN run some material because someone had apparently peddled false 
rumors to other news outlets? The Wall Street Journal ~ says Reines~ was poking around at this 
story, asking CNN if it was true that it had come into possession of the Stevens journal. 
(The Wall Street Journal declined to comment on the matter). 

~~[CNN~s] explenation for breaking their promise to the ambassador's . family is that someone 
was leaking on them, rather than any kind of responsibility to their own standards," says 
Reines. "That is hardly a profile in courage.,. Aside from this non-consideration, says 
Reines, CNN's editorial formulations didn't change from the moment it spoke with the family 
to the time that it apprised its viewers of the journal. "The only thing that changed was 
their integrit~," says Reines. 

Any fair accounting of this dispute must start with an endorsement of CNWs industriousness. 
That a reporter from the network got to the scene and fetched an item that no one else had 
found speaks well of CNN and its commitment to international reporting. If CN~ hadn't been on 
the ground, after all, the Stevens family may never have recovered the journal. That a news 
organization, and not a U.S. government entity, scored the journal speaks ill of the latter. 

From there, the story gets more complicated . Journals enjoy an exalted cone of privacy among 
civilized people: Hands off. 

That cone shatters, of course, when we're talking about the writings of an ambassad9r who's 
been killed in a high-profile attack in a volatile foreign country . Reflections and 
information in the journal may be of immediate public interest, an imperative that steamrolls 
any considerations about privacy. Not only was CNN right to read .and copy the journal, but 
also it was obligated by its newsgathering mission to do so. 
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Judging from the record, it's clear that the journal was instrumental in CNN's Wednesday 
night story about Ambassador Stevens and the al-Qaeda angle. That piece was unflattering to 
the interests of the State Department, which, after all, is entrusted with protecting . its 
personnel overseas. Is that why State is so upset over this matter? Not at all, says Reines: 
"The reaction t~at they are getting (from State] is in response to their lying to the 
family,n said Reines. As to the underlying story about how effectively State protected its 
people, Reines responds , "Questions about what happened are legitimate and are being asked 
and are being reviewed." · 

N~w, on to how CNN handled the family of the late ambassador. The network appeared to be 
leading from behind when it asked for. permission to use the journal in ·its broadcasts- an 
approach that suggests that the family had veto rights over the material. A more headstrong 
news organization would have politely told the family that it had recovered this personal 
effect, had reviewed it and was inclined to use the material. Had the fami~y objected, CNN 
could have responded that it would take its wishes into consideration but would issue no 
guarantees. Says Reines: "If they had Mirandized the family in· that phone call ••• I would 
say I disagree and I probably would appeal, but at the end of the day I would disparage them 
to my colleagues and would say the media sucks and here's another example, but I wouldn't 
make an argument to them on the law.n · 

### 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the ind~v~dual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
error, please contact the sender and.delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted. with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email . 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed . If you have received .this email in 
error, please contact the sender ·and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you should not di~seminate, distribute or copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely ·for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom it is addr·essed. If you have received this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you should not disseminate~ distribute or copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
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Re: CNN Statement · · · . .• 
. . ~ '· ·: 

... ,.;. 
i , 

. .. ,,; ·, 

.. " . 

.: : .. 

·:.···· · .· 
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. . . . .· . . . . ... . ·.. ·: . . .. : . . . . ' . .. ; , ' . . . . : ··. -
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. Th_is assault claime~:f~~r American ljv·es~.: It was fe.rq_dous with. a leth~!itY we have not ~-d ~roug~~_to bea_r.· aga_i~st o~r ... ~ : :- ; .: · 
. : ,diJ?IOillatic posts~. The assault was sustained~ wht:i.'the str'-'ctu.re,on the compound ·ablaze: tt was· similar in ferotlty_to :·. ·· · . . . .. ·. . 1 . · . .. . . ... . . . .. . . . 
. . · -~nat our. military.i.ns~ai~_tions· som~times face, and even ·t~_ey're significant-defenses are.~re~~hed: So the number one 

.. .. p'riority was to pre~e-ht a'ny furthei: to·s~ of.tife._Th.e·US'personnel on .the ground ha·d t~ flght .their way,o·ufand .to.the .. 
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situation in·sengh1·zi or'l)eing.p.art.of'some kind Hit list? · · . . .. ·· ·: ·. · · . : . .: · .: · · . .. .· I . .. . .. . . . . 

. From:l 
.sent: ~su=n:;.:;d;::~y:':"',_'.~~P.~~~. 'i:'J>e::-:r:"". 23.....--,_ ~20~11"'0:.2:"""21r."':l="'9~P.aM~-___. 

. · · · .. To: Bennett, Chari~ · : . · · 
·.Subjett: Re: CNN Statement , . . . I'. . . . 
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b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI .· . 

. . What abo~t the c?nten.ts o.f the diary?_ Did Stevens ever express ~is worries about the s~curity situ~tion i·~; Be.ng~-~-zi .o~,.~ ... .. · 
· · b.eing H'i'clu·d,e O':' a hit. list to other State Dept officials~ . . · , · . . . · · :. . 

Regards, 

Chuck.Bennett ' 
·Reporter.. 
New York Post· . 
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· ·. · ·. F~oml 1· · 
. . . Sent:"':s:-7· u-n-:da:-y .... , ,-=.Se-P~fe-m--:-be-r-:2:-::3-, -=-20~1:-::2~2:-:0~0:-P~_M:------..1 

· To: Bennett, Charles : · ·., 
. , • • • · .J 

$UbJe(:t: Re: CNN Statement 

Her~~~~-~~ - -~~eJ~ing that'foll~~s is ON the record and attrib~able to me: .. 
•' .· ·. . ., . . . . . . . . .. 

·~ .. .. 

' • ' 

, . . 

... 

, ·o 

• . .. 

:_, _. b6 

.·.· ·: b7C 

. ~ ... . 

. . ~ · \ 

· ~~iv~i:t -~~e truth of now this was handled, CNN patting themselves·on the batk i~ disgustl~g. · . . 

. ~ha~-.t~~y~re not oLning up to ~ readlng and .. transcribi.ng Chri~'s. dia-~ well b.efore both~ring to tell ~h~ .fa~ily or any~n~·- . ' . 

. else:.t~at they tooklit from the site ott~e. ~tt~ck. o.r.'that ~hen they fi~ally did inform the0,~ :t~ev.'cor_nplet~ly i~~ored t ne . . . 

. wishes _of the family, and ultimately ·brok~ their' pledge, made to· the Stevens family Qnly hours a~~r they w!tnessed the 
. return to.the. Unites ·states of Chris's re.mains. · . · . . · . . · · . . .. · :_ _ ,. . . · . . •. . . L . . . . . . .. -. ·. . . . ;, . . . : . . .. -_.:: . . . . , --~ · .. . · ... 
Whose first ihsti~q is to re~ove from a crime' ~cen~ th~ diary of a ~an. killed along with three· o_t_~~r Ameri~ns s~rvi~g_. 

· our.country;_r.e<~d it; transcribe it: email it around your newsroom for others to read, and 6hly when-Jhel~ curiositY is fully · . · 
. .. ' I . . . . ' . . ... . 

. . satis~ed thihks to.call the famiiy_or notify the authorities_? . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . ;· . .· . 
··. . Th~n~ .someo.ne. w~o ~.e.~ms t? ~~.a'j~ni<?r ~logge~ a;t .CNN,' e~entuaUy called the Steve~s.;fan:tily. S~tting __ i~.ide the .. · .. 

_qu~stion of. why CN~. didn't assign that obviously. delicate calt to so·meone more appropriat~~ that person didn't' say, ·' : 
·. . I .. . . '·· . . . . . . .. . . . 

·'Hello, ll<now this \S ~ .terrible time, !'ret s0r~. for:y~ur _I?S.~· But I'm sure you_ want ypur· son's diary; where _do yo~ ~ant .i~ . . 

,. :· 

·sent?' Th¢y in,stead t~ok the opportunitY to ask the farriily-.if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only·. to. 

~: ,:~~~~~-Steve~~~.a~d_1~h~se at CNN w~o ~-~d a.lr~~dy inv~d~d his.·pi'i~acy. · ·. _ ·' . _ · ·: · . · · · . · ·.' ...... : ··, . . · 

· They were told 'no. . . .· · · · . . . . . . . I - ··. . . ·"' 
·A~ this pdint t~~· St~vens family reach~ci Qut to u~ ~o ~nllst ,our he~~ with .CNN. ·: . 

.. . Wh~n·the senior~lst .l~~els.of CNN. were·.tiriauy ~e·ach~d~ ~h~y· rieed·e·d· to be c~nvinced to do the ~ight-thing .. But not . · .. 

·before they took a:nother. shot at c.onvincing th~ family to let .them report on ~~e C:~r:ttef1ts .. A family:mef!lb~r ma~e it: 
cr)'stal clear directly to.CNN that they wanted Chris's dlar)t.and would not make any other decisions unti'[:then. ·sut.that 

. wa.sri't fast enougK'for CNN; 'so they gra~iouslyoffe;ed to send the .. fa.mily the trahscript tfley.'d alr~ady niade.~~d p~ssed . . : . . 
' . I .. . . . . . , 

. around i'ntemally, to put a'rush on the. family for. their own purposes. . . . ' . . . . ' . . .. ' :: 

.. .. · ... CNNthe.'pressed,~foi permiss.ion to at least take credit·On:airforre~<>v<;ring the diary,. . : .. 

' · They were told no: · . · - · · 

'It li.as then mi!de tlear to C!'IN yet atai.n th~tthey .wanted tO look at i~ private ly, tog~the< as a fa;,.,ily, bet ore m:~lng:any ... 
· decisions. ·_Period: CNN finally accep~ed what they were·-hearing, agre~d to abide.by the cle~r wishes of the Stevens . : 
·.·family, and pledgJd not to use the diary or even. allude to itsexiste~ce.until hearing back fromth~ family .~ogrant their. ' · ··. . . . .: . . . . ·. 
: pertnission; · · , .. _.· .. 

...... . _·, 

. ~ut.the .~~eyens ra,mily was never give~ th~t ~ha~c:e. _ltseems that foli~ days i_s as· long as~pt~:can con~rol themselves~~ . . -~ 
. ... theyjust:w~nt ~h1ad and used it. Entire_~y .becaus:e_ they.f~lt like,-.~t. An~erson Coop~r didn't ~~~n bother.t~.:offer any· :,· · 

· e_xplanatro~ a_s to.·f~Y·.~he network broke rts pro~rse,to .~he famrly. ~n~ he only made·that stateme~t aft~~: CNN.was 
contacted by reporters asking CNN to explain th~ir convoluted sourcing, · · · ··.; . . , 

· : CN.\'i's ;cticins an~ Cooper's admission, and subse_quent ;..tements by. CN!'I' raiseserious questiOns, thOtthey·"fon:f . ' ... . . ': .• :· 
answer: Becau.se they can't without indicting t~eii own· behavior. · 

··. y • 
• • • • ·.t. 

90 HRC-9]32 . . · . 
. .. ~· . . 



' ' 

But ~here is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't going to respect the family's 
wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to happen with the diary? CNN had already read every 
word of the diary before speaking with the family. They knew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on 
what they read that they had a responsibility to the public to report on the co·ntents of the diary, why didn't .they just 
say that right away, explain it to the family, and then proceed as they deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in 
the diary changed over the days that followed. From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to 

. rna ke an editorial judgment. So why the ruse? 

The answer is simple: the only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

They should never have made that promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents of the diary. The pride they 
are now showing in their journalistic responsibiliti~s should ·have been on display from the moment they picked the 
diary up off the ground. 
Th~y could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled about how they came to 
their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the family from .the emotional whiplash CNN created: 

They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud episode in CNN's history. I'm sure there are maiw 
good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and are n·ow wondering .who above them 
authorized -~_his despicable course of action. 

### 

(Here is the·above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on air, 8:18pm, Friday 9/21/12: "On Wednesday we 
reported that a. source familiar with ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months before his death, ambassador 
Stevens talked about being worried about what he called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi. We also 
reported that the ambassador specifically mentioned the rise in Islamic extremism, the growing at Qaeda presence in 
libya and said he was on an at Qaeda hit llst. The information for that report like all of .CNN's·reporting was carefully 
vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal of ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came 
upon the journal through our reporting and notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We 
reported what we found newsworthy in the ambassador's writin.gs. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings.") 

From: Bennett, Charles fu.rn~a~il~toa.l _______ -J 

~~:· Sun::~ ::1ber 23~ 2012 12:53 PM 

. SutiJect: ~ Statement . 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

HI lean you please send me the statement RE CNN and the late Ambassador Steven's di~ry. 
Thanks, 

. Chuck Bennett 
Reporter 
New York Post 

b6 Per DOS 
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Edited version below; please let me know if this is ok to release. Thank you.c=J 

For Immediate Release 
September 24, 2012 
2012~ 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesperson 

REMARKS 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
And Libyan President Mohamed Magariaf 

Before Their Meeting 

September 24, 2012 
Waldorf-Astoria 

New York, New York 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, it's wonderful to welcome the President of Libya and his distinguished delegation here 
to New York. 

As we all know, the United States lost a great ambassador and the Libyan people lost a true friend when Chris Stevens and 
three other Americans were killed in the terrorist assault on our consulate in J3enghazi. 

Through everything, the President and the Libyan Government have been staunch partners to the United States. I want to 
thank them in person, as we already have through communications and through your Ambassador, for the important 
efforts that they ·are taking to help find and bring to justice all those responsible for the attacks. l'd also like to thank the 
Libyan people for the outpouring of support they have shown to not only Ambassador Stevens, but on behalf of the United 
States. 

This summer, the Libyan people had the chance to choose their o~n leaders, and we have a President who has been freely 
chosen by the Libyan people. Courage has been the defining characteristic of the Libyan people over these last two years 
- courage to rise up and overthrow a dictator; courage to choose the hard path of democracy; courage to stand against 
violence and division in their country and the world. And Mr. President, that kind of courage deserves our support. 

The United States was proud to stand with you and the Libyan people as you fought for your country last year. And we 
will continue to stand with you as you now write Libya's new future as a democracy that win give all of your people a 

·chance to have a better future. · 

Thank you. 

1 
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PRESIDENT MAGARIAF: (Via interpreter.) Madam Secretary, at the outset, I would like to thank you, Secretary of 
State Clinton, for these kind words that you have expressed towards our Libyan people, towards the Libyan revolution, 
and toward the General National Congress of Libya that is today the legitimate and - the legitimacy and the legitimate 
authority in Libya. · · 

Madam Secretary, I wouldn't wish to speak for long, but however, before we continue, I would like to express- again 
··-reiferii"te th-eexpressiori .. ofmy -si"nceresrooiiaolences~ "ilie.condoleiices oftheLT5yan NationarCongress,-tlfe-tibyan · ··· -··· · · ······--

Government, the Libyan people, to you, to President Obama, and to the American people and to the families of the 
victims that fell during this pajnful, tragic tragedy. And they were the victims Ambassador Chris Stevens and his three 
comrades. · 

Madam Secretary, that was a very painful, huge tragedy, not only to the American people and the families of the victims 
but also for the Libyan people. The Libyan people lost a friend, lost someone who was very supportive of them, someone 
who was very supportive of their revolution, and someone who was always there for them. 

Madam Secretary, undoubtedly, the understanding that was expressed by President Obama, by you as Secretary of State, 
towards these tragic events and your positive expression to continue to support Libya has led to mitigating the 
repercussions of this regrettable tragedy and incident on our close relationship. 

Madam Secretary, their support, of course, mitigated the repercussions and the consequences. However, on the other 
hand, that support also furthered the responsibility on our shoulders towards taking responsibility - a great responsibility
for this tragedy and also let us look at the necessity to expedite the investigation in the inc1dent and to pursue- to bring to 
justice those perpetrators. Of course, we are- we express our great readiness to cooperate with the U.S. Government in 
order to cooperate in the investigation and bring those perpetrators to justice. 

Madam S~retary, I also will seize this opportunity to reaffirm that what happened on the 11th of September towards 
these U.S. citizens does not express in any way the conscience of the Libyan people, their aspirations, their hopes, or ·their 
sentiments towards the American people. 

Madam Secretary, and I am confident that the protest that happened last Friday in Benghazi and the other protests that 
took p1ace across the Libyan cities in protest to what happened are a very clear message to how we feel toward the United 
States. These protests embodied the conscience of the Libyan people. The Libyan people have spoken through these 
protests last Friday and expressed their true sentiments, how they feel towards the U.S. Administration and American 
people. You have mentioned the courage of the Libyan people, and we truly appreciate those words. 

Madam Secretary, there is no doubt that the Libyan people have shown to the world and perhaps to across the world with 
their true courage and their love for their country and for the love for the freedom. 

Madam Secretary, their courage would not have been possible for them also to win over a tyrant if it were not for the 
unlimited U.S. support, the political and military support of the United States, and the United States support in- at all 
levels that was given to the Libyan revolution, that the U.S. Administration gave to the Libyan revolution as well as your 
support, President Obama's support, the American people's support, and the support of the entire international community 
to this revolution . 

This not only makes it our duty to thank you, thank the United States as well as the international community for that 
support, but that also makes it our duty to rise up to the level of the confidence and the trust that you, the United States. 
and the international community have put in us. 

Madam Secretary, of course, despite all the challenges, the perils, the difficulties, and the- all the obstacles that we faced, 
the Libyan people were able- humbly as well as with pride- to show to the world the degree of th~ir keenness to 
safeguard this revolution and to make it a success in order to bring about the goals- the noble and great goals of this 
revolution, mainly to establish a constitutional, democratic, civil state-that would be based on pluralism and a peaceful 
transfer of authority. 
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Undoubtedly, these elections that happened over the past summer and brought about the General National Congress in 
Libya and also demonstrated the transparent elections that brought to power a new prime minister, all these events show 
and send a message of the new road that Libya is detennined to take. · 

I am confident that the General National Congress and this new government - the new government are keen on 
undertaking their duties and fulfilling their responsibilities with integrity and sincerity as well as responsibility towards 
the world. 

### 
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Subject: : S camera spray with libyan President 

Will do, thx.L-1 _ ____. 

OBS_BS&P; PA RPT Grou PA); T9ner, Mark C 
Subject: Re: DRAFTTRANSCRIPT:·S camera spray with Libyan President 'L,.-----.....1 

...... I __ ___. 
Yes please release. 

b6 
b7C 

To~-----~~~~~. 
~ Mffi 
Go~~e~;~A~06~_~B~S&P~~;P~A~R~PT~G~~~p,-~~~--------------~P~A~);~~~o~ne~r~,T.M~a~~------------~ 
Subject: RE: DRAFT TRANSCRIPT: S camera spray with Ubyan President 

Edited version belo~; please let me know if this is ok to rel~ase. Thank you . .._l __ ___. 

For Immediate Release 
September 24,2012 
2012/M . 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesperson 

REMARKS 

Secretary of State HiUary Rodham Clinton 
And. Libyan President Mohamed Magariaf 

Before Their Meeting 

September 24, 2012 
Waldorf-Astoria 

New York, New York 

b6 
b7C 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, it's wonderful to welcome the President of Libya and his distinguished delegation here 
to New York. 
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As we all know, t}1e United States lost a great ambassador and the Libyan people lost a true friend when Chris Stevens and 
three other Americans were killed in the terrorist assault on our consulate in Benghaii. 

Through everything, the President and the Libyan Government have been staunch partners to the United States. I want to 
thank them in person, as we already have through communications and through your Ambassador, for the important 

··· ·····-efforts· tharth·ey ·are·takingto-li~l p·firtd-wrd· bnngtoJt:isticcnm·those· -respori"sibJe·for·th·e -a:na-cks.···rd·also .. like ·to thank the- · · --· ·· · ··· 
Libyan people for the outpouring of support they have shown to not only Ambassador Stevens, but on behalf of the United 
States. 

This summer, the Libyan people had the chance to choose· their own leaders, and we have a President who has been freely 
chosen by the Libyan ·people. Co.urage has been the defining characteristic of the Libyan people over these last two years 
- courage to rise up and overthrow a dictator; courage to choose the hard path of democracy; courage to stand against 
violence and division in their country and the world. And Mr. President, that kind of courage deserves our. support. 

The United States was proud to stand with you and the Libyan people as you fought for your country last year. And we 
will continue to stand with you as you now write Libya's new future as a democracy that will give all of your people a 
chance to have a better future. 

Thank. you. 

PRESIDENT MAGARIAF: (Via interpreter.) Madam Secretary, at the outset, I would like to thank you, Secretary of 
State Clinton, for these kind words that you have expressed towards our Libyan people, towards the Libyan revolution, 
and toward the General National Congress of Libya that is today the legitimate and- the legitimacy and the legitimate 
authority in Libya. · 

Madam Secretary, I wouldn't wish to speak for long, but however, before we continue, I would like to express- again 
reiterate the expression of my sincerest condolences, the condolences ofthe Libyan National Congress, the Libyan 
Government, the Libyan people, to you, to President Obama, and to the American people and to the families of the 
victims that fell dwing this painful, tragic tragedy. And they were the victims Ambassador Chris Stevens and his three 
comrades. 

Madam Secretary, that was a very painful, huge tragedy, not only to the American people and the families of the victims 
but also for the Libyan people. The Libyan people lost a friend, lost someone who was very supportive of them, someone 
who was very supportive of their revolution, and someone who was always there for them. 

Madam Secretary, undoubtedly, the understanding that was expressed by President Obama, by you as Secretary of State, 
towards these tragic events and your positive expression to continue to support Libya has led to mitigating the 
repercussions of this regrettable tragedy and incident on our close relationship. 

Madam Secretary, their support, of course, mitigated the repercussions and the consequences. However, on the other 
hand, that support also furthered the responsibility on our shoulders towards taking responsibility- a great responsibility
for this tragedy and also iet us look at the necessity to expedite the investigation in th~ incident and to pursue- to bring to 
justice those perpetrators. Of course, we are- we express our great readiness to cooperate with the U.S. Government in 
order to cooperate in the investigation and bring those perpetrators to justice. 

Madam Secretary,~ also will seize this opportunity to reaffirm that what happened ori the 11th of September towards 
these U.S. citizens does not express in any way the conscience of the Libyan people, their aspirations, their hopes, or their 
sentiments towards the American people. 

Madam Secretary, and I am confident that the protest that happened last Friday in Benghazi and the other protests that 
took place across the Libyan cities in protest to what happened are a very clear message to how we feel toward the United 
States. These protests embodied the conscience of the Libyan people. The Libyan people have spoken through these 
protests last Friday and expressed their true sentiments, how they feel towards the U.S. Administration and American 
people. You have mentioned the courage of the Libyan people, and we truly appreciate those words; 
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Madam Secretary, there is no doubt that the Libyan people have shown to the world and perhaps to across the world with 
their true courage and their Jove for their country and for the love for the freedom. 

Madam Secretary, their courage would not have been possible for them also to win over a tyrant if it were not for the 
unlimited U.S. support, the political and military support of the United States, and the United States support in - at all 
lev~ls that was giYen to the Libyan revolution, that the U.S. Administration gave to the Libyan revolution as well as your 

--- -- --··suppoft;-PresiClenf Obama 'ssT1ppo~-tlie'-Amer1ean -people'ssl.ippoft~an(ftlie suppoftofilieeiit'ire .. inte-matior:ialcomrri1.1fii cy· -· ... 
to this revolution. 

This not only makes it our dutY to thank you, thank the United States as well as the international community for that 
support, but that also makes it our duty to rise up to the level ofthe confidence and the trust that you, the United States, 
and the international community have put in us. 

Madam Secretary, of course, despite oil the chaJlenges, the perils, the difficulties, and the- all the obstacles that we faced, 
the Libyan people were able - humbly as well as with pride - to show to the world the degree of their keenness to 
safeguard this revolution arid to make it a success in order to bring about the goals - the noble and great goals of this 
revolution, mainly to establish a constitutional, democratic, civil state that would be based on pluralism and a peaceful 
transfer of authority. 

Undoubtedly, these elections that happened over the past summer and brought about the General National Congress in 
Libya and also demonstrated the transparent elections that brought to power a new prime minister, all these events show 
and send a message of the new road that Libya is determined to take. 

I am confident that the General National Congress and this new government- the new government.are keen on 
undertaking their duties and fulfilling their responsibilities with integrity and sincerity as well as responsibility towaros 
the world. 

### 
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From: 
·sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Got it. 

From:l l(PACE) 
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2012 4:16PM 
To~·~~~~~------------~ 

Cc:~~~~~~~~~-.~~~-------------T.~~--~~~------------~PAFO 
Core; PA OBS_Bs&.P; PA RPT Group PA);·Toner, Mark C 
Subject: DRAFT TRANSCRIPT: S camera spray with Ubyan President 

The draft transcript of the Secretary's camera spray with the libyan President is ready for editing, saved in her press 
conferences and camera sprays folder. 

Editor, the audio to use for proofing is called 09242012 Libya Camera Spray and is saved in the September audio files 
folder. Please confirm receipt. Thanks. 

For Immediate Release 
2012/xxx 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesperson 

REMARKS 

September 24, 2012 

Secretary of State Hillary Rod ham Clinton 
And Libyan President Mohamed Magariaf 

Before Their Meeting 

September 24, 2012 
Waldorf-Astoria 

New York, New York 

SECRETARY CliNTON: Well, it's wonderful to· welcome the President of Libya and his distinguished delegation here to 
New York. 

As we all know, the United States lost a great ambassador and the libyan people lost a true friend when Chris Stevens 
and three other Americans were killed ir_t the terrorist assault on our consulate in Benghazi. · 

b6 
b7C 

Through everything, the President and the libyan Government have been staunch partners to the United States. I want 
to thank them in person, as we already have through communications and through your Ambassador, for the important 
efforts that they are taking to help find and bring to justice all those responsible for the attacks. I'd also like to thank the 
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libyan people for the Qutpouring of support they have shown to not only Ambassador Stevens, .but on behalf'of the 
United States: · 

. • . 

This summer, the Libyan peopie had the chance to cho.osetheir own leai::lers, and ~e. tlave 'a P~e~ident who has been . 
. freely chosen by the libyan people. Courage· has been.the defining characteristic of the Libyan people over.'these las.t 

. two years -.coura~e to rise''up .a'nd overttirow·a·dictator; courage to c'hoose the hard path of.d~m'ocracy; courage to ~ - . : . 
__ _, : _ _-_~ta~ aga~.'!.~.Y..i~t~!'f~-~!'d division inJb..ei·r_counttV-.and.the.wor:ld.-And.Mr..-P-resident,:.that-kind~of-c-ourage·deserves-Qur .. ··· ·:·· 

support. 

The United State.s·was proud to stand with you and the libyan people as you fought for your count_ry last year. And w~ 
will Continue to sdnd with you'as·you now write libya's new'future as a defllOCracy that Will give all of you.r people a . . . I . . . . . . .. . 
chance to have a better future .. 

Thank you. . .. . · . .... ... 

_PRESIDENT MAGA~IAF: {Via interpreter.). Madam Secr~tary, ~t the outset, 1 would like to thank you, Secretary of State 
Clinton, for these ~ind words that you have expressed towards·our Ubyan·people, towards the ~ibyan revolution~ .and · . ·. 
toward the Genera·I-Nationa1 Congress of Libya that is today the. legitimate and- the legitimacy and ~he legitimate . · : . 
authority ·in libya. · · · · ' : · · · · 

. . . 

· · Madam Secret.ary, ! .wouldn't .wish-to' spea·k fori~ng, biJt ~wever, before w.e .. continue, I .;y9uld like .to express-:- agai~ · \: ·_ 
· . ·reiterate the e~preksior:rof my sin~erest co'riCiplences, the condol~nces of the Libyan Nati~·riai .CQng~ess; ttie libyan · . 

. . I . . . . . . . 

Government, the Li
1
byan people, to you, l~ ·president Obama, and t~ the ~merkan people and to the ·families ofthe · · . 

victims that fell d~ring this pain~t, tragic tragedy, And they.were the.victims Ambassado_rChris Stevens and his three 
comrades. j - · · · 

. I . . .. · . . , ' . 
·· · Madam Secretary, that was a v~ry painful, huge t~agedy, not o~fy to the American people and the famiii~s·ofthe victims· . 

. · .. but also for the libyan people. ·The libyan people lost a friend, iost someone who.was very :supportive of them, . . . · · 
. . I . . . . . 

• · someone who was verv supportive of their revolution, and sorr1eone who was a !ways theni for them. . . . . . l . . . .. ' .. . . . :. . . . .· . 
· Madam Secretary, undoubtedly, the understanding that was expr~ssed by.President ot~ama; by you as Secretary of · 

State, towards t~es_f:tra~ic events. and your ()OSitive ·expression·to continue to support libya has led to n:'itigating the . 
· repercussions of this.regrettable t~gedy. a.nd incident on o·ur close relationship. 

I . ·. . . . . . 
·Madam Secreta_ry,their _support, ofcour~e. mitigat~d the repercussions and the con~equences, however, on the othEii: 

.· ha!)d. that suppart_~lso furthe~ed .the r~sponsiqility.on our·shoulders towards taking resp()nsibility- a gre.at. · · 
. . respc;ms.ibility- for this tragedy arid also ·.tet us look at the necessity to expedite the investigation 'in the in~i~ent and to 

.. . pursue-:- ·to bring tojjusti~ those ~erpe~rators. Of.cou~se, we are- we express our great readiness. to ~ooperate with , 
the U.S. Governm~nt i.n ordefto·cooperate in the investigation and bring those perpetrators to justice. · .. · . . 

Madam Secretary,llalso will selz.e t~ls oP~rt..nlty to reaffir'm.;h~t what happened on lh~ Uth of september towa;ds 
these u.s. citizens does not express in any w.ay the cQnscience of-the Libyan people; their aspirations, th~ir hopes, or 
their sentimerits-to~ards t~e American ~ople. . . . . . . 

... . . . I . . . .. . . . . .. 
· .. Madam Secretary, a~d I am confident th~.~ the protest that happene~ last Friday in Benghazi and ~he other protests that 

took place across :th~ .liqyan cities in prote.st to what happened are. a very clear message.to how w~ fee! ~q·ward the . · 
United States. Th~s~ protests embodied. the conscience of the Libyan people. The· U~yan peop!e have spoken through 

. .. I . . . . . . . . . 

th.ese protests last Fdday and expressed their true sentiments~ how th'ey feel towards the U.S. 'Administration and· · 
Americah people. vbu h~ve mentioned the cou~age of the libyan people, and we trui'v appreciate those words. : 

. . I·. ·. ...... . . . . . . . . . ·... . ·: .. 
Madam Se!=retary, t~ere is no doubt that the. libyan peop_le have shown to the.'world and p~rhaps to acr,oss t~e w9rld 
with their true courage and their love for their country and for the love for the freedom. · . . . . ·. 
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.·. · .. · ... .. · i· : 

. ·.·.· 
.. ~ .; . 

,, 
:·. ' 

.·: . :, . . · . .. . ·,. 

·. ·. , -~ Ma_dam Setr~tacy; t~eir~courage\\io~J(fnot have ~·en possit:)itdo'r them also to :win:over. a ty-rant if it were not for't~~ · 
. . unl~mited liS. su.p~~rt,<t'he p~U~i~al':'an~ ·m!.ilt~r(s'up_port o~th~ U~tied·~_tates, a~d t}i~ - ~nited Stat.es ~upport in·._:..' a( au:~ · • .. :·.- ·. 

· levels t~at was g1ven to the Libyan revolut1on th~t the U;S. Admimstrat1on gave to th.e L1byan revolut1on as well as .your 
. . . . . I . . . . . .. - . · .- . . . ' . ... 

. .. ·support, Preside.ilt Obama's support, the American peoph!'s support, and the support.Qf the entire .international .:·. - . . . . 1 . . . .. . . . . . ,. . : . . . 

· :. :com~u~i: to t~i~ f::ol~~~r1· . .'' ". . . . ;. , . · . : 0: · .. .. ,· ;::: .. : ~ · _. · · .... · · , 
. . . . . , I.· ... .. . . . . .. . . .... \ . 

. :·· This n~t only makes tt:our.dutY to thank you, thank the .. United:State·s as well as the inter:national· coiJl~unlty fc:>r that , . .. · .. .. 
. .· • I . . . . ·. . .. .. . . . . . . . . ·. - . 

. . SI,Jp~ort, but..that a I so makes it 0 u r _dutY .to rise up to the level or: t~e confidence a fld the trust that' VOl!, the united : -~ :. ~ -~ . . . . . I . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 
·.States, and. the international communitY have-put in us. • --;, :~ · : · ·· · = 

: . . . '1·., ~· ... ·. :·. · ... : .. : .... · -··~ · . -. ·· ... ·... . . . .. . . . :· 
M~dam Secr~t_ary, pt C()u.rse;·~espite all t~~ challengt;!_s~ the pe~il~,..t~e difficulties, and_th~_7 allth~. obstacl~s th~t ~e :.-·:·.::; . . ··:·· . ._,.._ . 

. • . .. _face~, th~ Ubr,ap PFOPI_e: w~re··a.J:>I~ ..-: h\,i;ri~Jy ·~s wei_ I as with P.rid~ -::-'to sho~ to 'the'·:Wc:>rld t~e degre~ gf th~ir keenness .to ' :·· .. 
safeguard this revolution and to m~ke ·it ~, success in order·to'bring about the g_oals_- the_·n~ble and great goa ls C!fthis;:_::-' : . · .. 

. I . . . . . . , . . . . . . . 
revolution, mainly to establisn·a constitutional, democratic~ civil state that would be·base·d on·pluralism and a peaceful : ,: · .. . I . . .. . . , . . . . . . . . . . 

·· . transfer _of a uthq riw_. . . · :. ,· ' : . .. : · . -: . . . . . ·: .. · · · . · 

. ·.·. ·_. . ·'undoubt_edly/th'esl ele~·;on~· ·t~at happ·~-~-~~ over the past 'su~:~~·; and brough~ abou~ ~~e Gert~~a l N·~:i~~~ .. I .Co~gres:~--~n ·:· ': .· .. . 

. ·.: ,_. libya··and·_~lso de~9nstr_ated."the tra~spa_rent ele~ions thafbr~u~ht .. to.po~er .a ne·:vv prime minl~~e~~- a If these 'event~· · • · 

.- · . ~how and send .a mess_age,of tfle new road·.thatl1bya is determmedto take.. · . .. . , ; · · . , .... 
· . .. :· · ,~ . . . . · . ·,.i I ~.. . . . :_: . . . . . ·., .:-·· ·.. . . .· . ·. ,. ·; .. 

· ·,I a~ confident t~a~·the ~~-n~ral :t-Jationat' Congress:and this neiN,.g9vernment- ~he ri~w governrri.1nta,re keen'on_ , . .. . . . : ..•. 
I' • • • 

.. . underta~in~.~~eir:d~tie~ anc~ ful~lling ,their :resp_ohsibiHties with int~gritv._~nd sincer~ty:·as ~ell a_s respo~sibillty·.~owar~s~ ;:> :~· ..... 
· ·tne worl~. · · · .. · · .. ._;.· . <_: . . . .. · .. / · , . . , :;:' .. ·. . . 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hi._l __ __. 

I 

Joanna 81 DDLEI'-:--::-:-~-::-:-~:-:--:-:-::~....J 
I Monday Se~t~m1r24 , 2012 11 ;21 AM 

Nicolas REVISE 
RE: CNN's Explanation(s) 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Apologies if I wasn't clear. CNN say they found the journal in the ruins of the compound 
several days after the attack. I realize that all the American staff had been evacuated, but 
was there any liaison with Libyan security partners to check ·whether any documents had been 
left behind? I realize the compound was temporary too. 

Further that, could you comment please on CNN's use of the diary? All shall we just use what 
you sent yesterday to everyone, thanks, Jo 

b 6 
b7C 

-----Oripjnal Messaee ~~ --

From:.~'~~--~~~--~--~~----~~------~ 
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2012 11:14 AM 

b6 
b7C 

To: Joanna BIDDLE 
Cc: Nicolas REVISE 
Subject: Re: CNN's Explanation(s) 

Hi Joanna 

Confused by your question- swept when exactly and by ·who? I think you know from covering. us 
and the daily briefings that the compound was under assault, they had to fight their way out 
- while the structure was still fully ablaze - and then to the airport when all USG personnel 
were evacuated to Tripoli. 

Aside from that, we've also made clear that the compound in Benghazi was temporary and 
therefore didn't have any permanent classified processing. 

Cc : Nicolas REVISE 
~~--~~~-------....J Subject: RE: CNN's Explanation( s ) 

Good morning~' ------~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Pe r FBI 

Set up at CGI, for the Secretary's remarks thi-s morning. I'm afraid our editors want us to 
write something on CNN' s release of ambassador Stevens '·s diary, which so far we hadn't 
written about. Could you please let us have either your originai statement~ or a new one with 
a reaction to CNN's allegations about "shooting the messenger." Further to that there is.an 
issue about how they were able to get hold of it diary, when surely the Benghazi mission 
should have been carefully swept in case any classified documents had survived t he fire. What 
are your comments on . that issue? 

Thanks so much, )o 
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-----Original Message-----
From~ I 
Sen~--~s~u~oJd~ay~.~s~e~p~te~m~hLe~r~2~3~,~20~1~2~4~:~e~e-=pM~--------~ 

Cc :"':-1 ---:----=:~--=-~~~ 
Subject: CNN's Explanation(s) 

All -

Excuse the intrusion on your Sunday, but I've heard from more than half of you or the media 
outlets you represent asking for reaction to CNN 's atrocious behavior in the handling of 
Ambassador Stevens's diary, as originally reported by The Wall Street Journal, and expanded 
on by The. Washington Post just a little while ago.· 

I continue to hear from many of you still trying to comprehend why CNN did what they did, so 
I just want to bring everyone up to -speed at once. 

I also know that to many of you, this is not simply a 'story' as you knew or worked with 
Chris, and find this as . distasteful as everyone here at State does. 

I'm more than happy to send my existing statement. But I want to wait in case CNN issues 
another excuse of the day in order to address it. I'm struggling to keep up with them since 
they are clearly having a hard time settling on a single credible explanation that gets them 
off the hook for." lying to the family. They keep changing their tune, issuing inadequate, 
confusing, and conflicting explanations, offering four in as many days, some on air, some by 
paper. Even as I type ~·m hearing they're trying on a new one for size, peddling that the . 
family didn't really. understand what CNN said to them. Never mind that there were five 
people on the call that CNN is claiming four people misunderstood. 

So once they finally get their latest story straight and stick to it, I'll follow up with you 
all. Not sure that will be anytime soon since it's clear they don't know how to explain, let 
alone justify the·ir actions. And I'm certainly not going to ho.ld my breath ·until someone is 
held accountable. 

In _the meanti~e, here is the Post story I mentioned above, you might find it helpful: 

CNN vs. the State Department: A Long Story By Erik Wemple The Washington Post Posted at 02:37 
PM ET, 09/23/2012 

CNN's Anderson Cooper on Wednesday night brought his viewers some big news about the fatal 
Sept. 11 attacks against the u.s. consulate and nearby annex in Benghazi, Libya. All manner 
of details on the provenance and circumstances of the assaults that claimed the lives of u.s. 
Ambassador J. Christopher· stevens and three others have been unclear or in dispute. So the 
information that CNN divulged found an eager audience. Here's Cooper: 

Now, you are looking at the scene just outside the consulate in Benghazi as a pro-American 
crowd tried to rush Ambassador Stevens, who was wounded, still alive; to the hospital. 
Tonight, [CNN] obtains exclusive information about. the climate that led up to all of this . 

A source familiar with Ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months before his death, he 
talked about ~eing worried about what he called the never-ending security threats, 
specifically ~n Benghazi. The source (is] telling us that the ambassador specifically 
mentioned the. rise in Islamic extremism, the growing al-Qaeda presence in Libya, and said 
that he was on an al-Qaeda hit list. 
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Exclusive, foreign, terrorism-related, breaking news -that's so CNN. The Web ate the story 
for breakfast and lunch the next day. On Friday night, Cooper returned to the topic of 
Stevens, this time with more co~pelling stuff: 

The information for (Wednesday's] report, like all of CNN's reporting, was carefully vetted. 
Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting. We came upon _the journal through our reporting and notified the family. 

At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we found newsworthy in 
the ambassador's writings. Our reporting followed up on what we found newsworthy, as I said, 
in the aMbassador's writings. 

Those are six very heavy sentences. And there's an extensive story behind them, as the Wall 
Street Journal and the Huffington Post reported on Saturday. The family of the late 
ambassador had requested that CNN not issue any reports based on the journal - or even 
reference its existence- before the family cohsented. CNN agreed to abide by the family's 
wishes, according to·Philippe Reines, a State Department spokesman who listened in on a 
conference call between a CNN executive and a representative of the Stevens family . 

State .and CNN have spent. a good part of the weekend trading nasty words on the spat. The 
length of this State Department tract alone makes clear just how peeved its leadership is: 

Given the truth of how this was handle~, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting . 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when 
they finally did tell them, they completely ignored the wishes· of the fa~ily, and ulti~tely 
broke their pledge made to them only hours after they witnessed the return to the Unites 
States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first i~stinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
. three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 

newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the authorities? 

When a junior person at CNN called, they didn't say, rHello, I · know this. is a terrible time, 
but I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They instead took the 
opportunity to a~k the family if CNN could report on its contents . Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, ·and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they . 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they helpfully offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around, to put a rush .on it for their own purposes. 

It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time in the same call, 
that they want~d to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. 
Period . C~N finally heard their request enough times that they had to accept it, agreed to 
abide . by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary or even 
allude to its existence until hearing back from the family. 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. I guess four days was as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely becaus~ they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
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network broke its promise to the family. And only did so after being contacted by a reporter 
asking about t~e diary and their convoluted sourcing. 

How do they justi~y that? They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud 
episode in CNN~s history. x~m sure there are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally 
appalled by this decision· and wondering who above them authorized this course of action. 

And CNN: 

We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about the 
fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
other U.S. personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the state Department now 
attacking the messenger. 

In sum~ an extraordinary disagreement between this country's foreign-policy shop and one of 
its more aggressive agents of foreign reportage. It all stems from the unique circumstances 
that unraveled on Sept. 11. The attacks on the consulate and annex were severe enough that 
the State Department evacuated all u.s . personnel from the compound, leaving, in effect, an 
unsecured crime scene. 

A full three days after the attack~ CNN senior international correspondent .Arwa Damon found 
Stevens' journal at the · site of the Benghazi consulate, according to Reines. 

Reines found out about the journal not long after a ureturn of remains" ceremony for 
Ambassador Steyens and the other victims at Andrews Air Force Base on Friday~ Sept . 14. He 
received a call from State's protocol office alerting him that someone from CNN .had called 
the Stevens family with the news. that they'd recovered the ambassador's journal. To CNN's 
request to report on its contents, the family member responded in the negative. 

The Stevens family wanted State's help, so Reines got in touch with a Stevens family member 
who confirmed the story for him . Now Reines wanted to chat with CNN, so he e-mailed the woman . 
- CNN staffer Meredith Edwards -who'd reportedly contacted the Stevens family. No reply. 
·Next on the list was Mark Whitaker, a ran~ing CNN news executive. Reines asked Whitaker 
whether the story he'd heard was accurate. Whitaker confir~ed the gist of things ·but wa~n't 
forthcoming, recalls Reines: uHe was clearly sheepish and defensive from the beginning," says 
Reines ... He sa~d, twe're talking to our lawyers.' And I said, tMark, if you're talking to 
your lawyers, then you know you" re on shaky ground. JIJ 

That call was merely a prelude to more calls. Later that Friday~ Reines chatted with Richard 
Griffiths, a key CNN editorial official who confirmed possession of the Stevens diary and 
explained that the late ambassador had procured it in Stockholm and had started writing in it 
on his last holiday. Reines discussed getting Griffiths on· the line with the Stevens family 
to hash out the affair. Griffiths then told Reines how he'd pitch the family: That the 
journal provided a beautiful window into Stevens's character and dedication to his work and 
that they'd like permission to go ahead and use it on air. 

In a subsequent conference call with the . family and State officials, CNN" s Griffiths 
uregurgitated" the script, Reines says . The family member listened and said no. Reines: t•rhe 
family member thoughtf~lly a~d clearly told. Griffiths that this was ChrisJs personal property 
and that they believed it was their personal property now, that they wanted it back and that 
they would not make any other decisions about it, until they reviewed it. There wasn't an 
insistence that they'd never bless its use, nor an indication that they would - just a 
preference that they jointly take a look at the contents before making any decisions. 

Griffiths asked if the family would be okay with CNN at least saying that it had recovered 
the journal on the site of the attacks and had returned it to the family. Family member: No . 
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Afte_r tpat r~j~ction, _Griffiths. told the ·.stevens family . member that .CNN. had·· t;r.anscribed t;he · .. 
. diary and coul~ ·pass it along · in e:-mail for:mat •. _The family· m.ember ~e~l~ned :~o share an e-m·a~l 
. address , so the: parties· agreed . that Griffiths would send the text to'· Reines , who would then . 
forward it C?n to.the Stevens family. Reines fuifilled .hls middleman rol'e· and says he. !las.·.. . •: 
n~ver glim~se_d I at the contents of the e , majlj nor has anY. State Department offidai had . . ; .. 
access to 1t, he· says . · · · . ~ . 1 ~ . 
one clear ta.ke~way from the conference call, says ·Reines, is CNN' s · st~nding on the question 

·: of family de·fe.~enc~. It was absolute~ he says- Griffiths stated ·that t~e n.et~ork would ho~pr .. 
.th¢ w~sh~s _of ~~e :amily .not to m_ention the j_ournal on air. "T~ere w~s no other ca~eat or . : .. 
aster1sk," say~ . -Re1nes .. . whose account was · corroborated by :~wo qther::. st~te Department sources ~ · 
who: overheard the confe~.ence c~ll. . · . · · . · . . .· · · 

The n~x~ step_ -~as . arranging for oam<)n· to pass: the jou~n.al along to·. ~:~ • r.ta:Uan .. -~iplo~.at · ;o-
that"it ~puld t>e. delivered back to the family. nThe fir·st order of business was getting _this : 
o~t of CNN's h~nds, given their behavior · and their insensitive interactions with the family," 
sa~~ Re~n~s. · J ... :.- · ·.'· · . . · · : · , . . · . . ·. 
Things were qu~et until the foii<>wing ,w~ek, when .~~oper began what . Re~nes . called flbreathless" 
coverage alleging that .stevens believed he was .on an al-Qaeda hit list. That information, in 
.Cooper's wordi~g, was based on an ·anonymous source. · "They construc.ted something that allowed · 
. them to satisf~ their· minimal journalistic standa.rds to break · thEdr :pledge to the · family~~~ · .. ·-· · · _. 
says Re~nes. 1 · . . . . · .. ·.·. . ~:- .:: . .. .;· . : 

• ' • • 1 

The ne~work ·differs, s~yi.ng . that it had ltmultiple sources" for that informatio!',.· "Out . of · 
·r'es~ect to the I family, we . have n~~ q~ted. from o~ .. s~Own :the jo_urn~~ ,,'~ , ~a~s ·.~ ~NN ·.sta~em~nt •. 

CNN never.. apprised 'anyone in the Stevens family of its plans to. niention the journal on air; 
.says · Reines, :tH.ough a CNN 'source insists · that the: network tr'ied many. times to reach the ·. 
family .after t~e 5,ept.' 14 cdnfere.nce c·~n, "to ·no avail." In. its statement', C~N .gi.yes this 
explanation for, di~cuss'ing the ·item ~m air: .. . · ·.·. · . · . . ,. · . 

' <· .: ·.· .: . 

:The. r.eifson CNN. u~ti.mately reported ~rid~y on the ·ex~stence of the journal was because leaks . 
. to media or:-ganizations incorrectly ·suggested -CNN-.h~d not. quickly .returned th~· journal, . which 

· . ._- . we. did : .. · ·I · . · . : . · · :. ':· · · · · · 
.. . ' . . 

~ · Odd bi;t of reasoning: ·oid CNN . run some ma~erial because ~omeone had. apparently .peddled false .' 
rumors' to othe~ ·news .outlets? ·The Wall Str~et Journal, says·· Rein~s_ :;· was poking around at this ·· 
story,, .asking· ·aNN .if it was true that it had come 'into po~sess~on of the Steven·s journal. :· 

. I . • •.• . . . . 
(The Wall Street· Journal declined to·· comment on the matter). · · ~·· · 

. ' "[CNN;~ j · explaAatio~ fo·r breaking their promise to ·:the. ambas.~ador;-·-'·s , farwily 'is tha·t .'.sOI'IeOne ·. · 
was leaking ·on l·the.m, rather thim any kind of respons~bi)i ty 1:o their own standar~s," · says · ' · · 
Reines ;· "That is hardly a profile in ·courage." ·Aside. from this non .:. consideratior:-, ·says·· 
Reines, CNN's ~ditorial formulations didn't change from the moment it. spoke with the ·family 
to th~ -time th-~t . it apprised its. viewers ·of the · journaL f'Jhe only thing · that changed was 
their ~.ntegri t~, 11 says Reines. ' · · ... . '· . , 

:- ·Any fair ~ccoJti~g qf thi~ disput'e I_IIUSt. ·start .with an ~ndorsemenf of .. CNN' s .. ind~str.iousnes·s. . . 
·· That a ·reporte~ from . the network· got t~. the· scene · a·nd . fe~ched ' an item t~at' · no ·one else. had .' . 

foufld. speaks -well of CNN and. its commitment to international reporting. If CNN hadn't .been on·· · 
the gr<;>Und, after all1 the Stevens family may· never have recovered the. j9urnal. That ,a news , : . : '· 

.. . or~~n~iation, in~. n~t ~- . '~<_s. gQvernm~~t e~·tity, scored the j~-~rnal · spea.~s ill , of·. ~h~ ~atter . . ·: .. · . 

.. From there, th~ story ·gets more comphcated. Jou~nals -enjoy an exalted cone of· pqvacy among 
·civilized people: Hands off. 

. I"·· 
I 
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' 
:. . · 

':. .. . J. 

'· '· ._, · ..... . .. , 
·. . •, ...... 

: .•: . ·. 
, . That·· ~one ~h·a_tter.s, of,.c.o.urs~, wh~n we,re talking about . the wr~tings.,.of an .and,ass~d~r- who's:· .. 

been·. killed>in ~·a .. , high-profile attack in· a· volatile.' fo.reign country." ' Reflectio~s and .~.· . ._ · · · .. . .... , 
. _ informatio~: · i!"'. the Journal )may be· of imme~iate public .inter.e.st·, :an imperative that"st·eamrQlls.-
. , : ... : ·any _considerat~ons abou~ pr:ivacy .· NOt only was CNN right to r~ad . and copy ::the jo~_rnal, : but .,::. · 

· also it was obligated .. by .. its: :newsgathering· 1,11'ission to do so. · · · :-:-. · . . . . . . . . .I ..... . . . . .:. . . . , .·. . :: . :, . 
J~dging from . t~e ;.record~ · ·it,s clear tha~~ the journal: wa~ . instru_men~a~ .in CNN's . We~nes~a~. : · 
·n1ght . story about · Ambassador Stevens a~.~ , the a.l-Qaeda angle; Tha~ piece was unfl~ttenng : to 
the :interests Of the :'state'··.Depa·rt:ment, which,, afte~ al:l., is entrusted wit_h: protett'ing its . . , 

.. I ·· . • . . ' . . . . 
. personne~ over~ecis ~ · .Is that ·why State 'is so upset .over. thiS matte~;? No~ at a~l; .. sa~s Reines:· 
urh~ .reac-tio~· ~hat· they · ar~ :getting [f~rn Sta~e'] is in resp6nse t?.·i ~~e~r-. .-~Y~·r:-g ._t~:th~ . _ 

. :famlly_,'} said Reines:~. A_s· to the underlying· $tory about how effect1vely State·-: pro.te.cte_d 1ts 
:people, ; ~ei~es !.r.esponds, ... · .. ,Questions about what. h~ppened are legitimate and are' b.~ing 'as~ed' 

. ,. 

~nd, are ·being r:evi~~d·. ~~ .. _. - · · · .- ·. ::· 

N.,.;,; . on \o how I C~N ~Ondl"'! 'thO family of t~e late amb~ssador'. The n<i~wO~l< appear~ . to be . .. ·:. . ,: •. 
_ . _ ~e~dl.ng-._~_rOII ·~~-~~d .. ~~hen J.t ask.~d_, for.- :p~~~:t~s~<;>n_ ~o .u.se the _jou~na~_ .:~~ 1t_s -~r:-oad_~asts_ .- .. ~~· 

approach that ·suggests that the family .had veto. pghts over the···matenal. A more ·.headstrong ·:. 
. news . organi~ation 'wou!d, . have politely tol~· the family th~t i: t ·.had recov~red ·:this : _pe'rs~:ma( : . 

· effect, had. re~iewed 'it - and was .'inclined ·to use the material'. Had ·the 'family. objected, CNN ·· ~. · · 
· couid ·have resP.onded ·that it ' wou-ld· .take its wishes into consideration but · would i-ssue no · , .. · · 

.: .. . guar.'antees. Says .Reines: ·"If·:·they -had .Mirandi_zed the family,. in that. phone·.··cali: :. ~ - . I would ' . 

.. · -~ say ·I . ~isagre.e1 and I .Probably. would . appeal, . ~.ut . at · the e~d . C?f t.~e day. -~'· would d~sparag(.~he~ 
· ; .::to my. col_leag~_,s_ and.· would say ·.the_ ·medi~ :-:sucks· and here, s another e~_ample, but · I . -.wouldr:t.~t :·:-. · <·· 

. ' . :·· an ·argu~·r ~0 t~e.m. ~~.· the ' law. u . . . 

Ttlis ··- e-mail > and a:ny· 'file transmitted with it, is ·confidentia'! and int~nded · solely fo:r . th~ :' · . 
. use·. of.·the · ~ndtvid!Jal or 'entity ·to whom it--is addressed. ' If . yo~·-have received this emai~ ·~n- , 
•::- :- ~rrb~/ plea:se :hmta_~t the sender ·. a·ni:l .. ~e~·ete the ~mail' 'from. your syste.m·: If ;ypu ar.e : not: .. th·e .. ·. 

> ·! . named addre~se~ ·you" ·should_, not · dis·s~minate, distribute or copy . this email.: ·. · . ·.. . ·:. · . 
. ; -· .-~ . _... . - - . . . ~ . :, . . I· .. . . .. . :: -. - . . -- ··_ -.: . . -. . .... . - . : . .. . : 

·. . . Fo~ · more. ~nf~~at~C?:~: o~ Ag~n<te· F~~_nce-P~~ss~·,. p~ea.s~ .. v~~it.:, our w~b ~~te at; .. http:Jl_~·afp .. com ,: . 
. Thu. e:-ma1~, :and any f1le trans~1tted wl.th 1t,. 1s ··confldential,. and .. 1.ntended solely fQr .. the · 

. ·. use· of the individual .or entity: to ·whom it is addressed; If · you have r.ec.e1ved ·th'is , email ·.in 
. . ·. . . I .. . . . . . . . . .. : .. . · ·. ·.•... . . . · .. ·.. ·. .•· ' • . 

. . ·:· error, please -contac.t the sender and· de~ete: 'the email -from your system:·:If .you ar.e · not the .· .-: 
, :· · named· .addr~ss~ .. you ·should not . . disseminate, diStribute 9r .copy thJs email_; · · . . . .. ·. .. . . I .. . . . . - . . . . .. 
·: · ·.F~r ·mor;.e··i~formatio.n -~h;· Agen~e- ·F_rarice~Pr~sse, . ple~s~ visit our web site at ' tlttp:t/~.;afp.c()m :. _·. 
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·.· . 

, ·· t 

_,. 

' •.:' .. 
•. 
' 

. . .. ~ ·. 

' : .. ".: . ,. .... 

•. •.'. 

,, ,, . · . 

. ·.':·,. ··. 

, ,': 

... 

. . •. 
,·• .. 

. ·. 

. . t. ~· 

_, ' . 

- , . 
~"" ... 

:- ·.·· 

~ . . 

132 · .- HRC~9357 . :_ 
.·· . . 



' · 

· .· 

.· 

. F:rom: 
: s.~'"!~: ·., . 

·. To:·: 
. ·cc: . . 
· Subject: 
'·· . . . . 

~ f· : . ·. '' . 

·- . '] . 

·'! ·.: · 
' • 

.. ·~ 
. . · .... 

,.; - ·. I . {··· .. 
' ' 'Monday. September 24, ·2012 11 :41 ·fJ.NJ :·. . . . .:.: ··I I . , , · 

""·. Re:·:9NN:s ~x~lanation(s) 
. .. ·.: .• 

'· ' 
. •' ·•. ' . ~ . .. : ... · . 

· i: will check .on your first question. 

. .•, 

· ~ 

. ... . 

·.··· 

..... 
b6 Per DOS , FBI ' ·. · 

' b?C Per FBI ' 

':-. ... 

. : . 
· .. 

- ·~ ... ·. ·. r· .. 
" • .· ... 

•' ' . . ··j .: ;;,'.. . . :· · ... . ' ,. : . . . ' . . ....... . . ·.· .:· ... ::.·. 
. . ·.OFf the .record : on· your . second q~estioni I am wai tirig to see ·what CNN does tOday: ~efore r . 

. . .. • .· I ·-t . ..· . . . - . . . • •· · ... : : •· . 
. · comme~hng .. fu~the.r,· ... so using w~at ,.· I ;wrote yesterday or the·· ~ay before -is. st~le • . If they ... .. 

· . ch.a.11ge· their tu'ne :today, I will reac't' t~ that. ·· · ' . . . ,. . .. . ',.: :: 
·:"' 

:~- . · .. .. :,. . ; .. ··. · .... 
··.,; .. -:'· 

. ·~· 

:b6 Per DOS , FBI ,; :·:/ ; . 
·:b7C Per FBI · ·· .'·: . . 

. . . . . :.;.. . 
. ; ... ·. ~· : .. . 

: ·: 

r~ . ··: ... ~: . 
L------1. . : . · . 

·-· ... ·. 
- . ·: .\ ·, .. .. ..... . -' , . . .. 

. .. ~polbgies ~.f·~ x wa·sn.'t ci~~r.~ CNN. s·ay they foun{the jo:ur·nal in ~he ruins of ·t~e compoun~ :",· ·. ··.· ·: 

. ; , · ·seve~~l · day~ aft~i'· ·.tlie'. attack; ;. I :re~~ize that · ~11 : th~ Ame.r.i.ca.r .s~a~f. : h~d be~n. eva.cuat~d,·:.: but . 
·· · was:· ther~. ~ny~ i-iais.on. with qbyah security partners 't~ :checl< whether· all~{·. documents .. had.)~een . ' · · .. :: 1 

. ·. ··:. Je~t . b~hi.nd.? · ~:,,.r~~l~i~~-· · ~~e :C?~-~ound WaS te.~p~:i~a~Y_ tOO~ .'· . . : . >. . . : ·.' .< · .. · .·· .~ .... ·.· _:.: :: .. 
Fu~ther ·th.illt, Jbul~.:·you ~9mmerit: please on· CNN'·s use of the diary? · A~l.shal,L~~ just u.se.:: ~a·~:·· . .. · ·: 

' y~u sentyestr•Y, ~", ~.~~7o~e . . t~a~ks. Jb . . ·" . . :- ' . . / ~ 

·.· ·;~~;;y(.je;nal :e·ssaee--·-·-- , · ·.·. ·. · . ' . .. , , '.< ·:. ,,, b
6 

. 

·. .. . Sent':· Monday 1 ·September. ··24, :· 2012. 11 :·14 · At•t' ' ·. :, ·. '. ..;· · b 7c 
To: .· Joanna B-IDDLE·:·· ·: · · ·· .... · . . 
, .. • I . 

· Cc :' Nicolas REVISE· .: · . .. · , · . . ~ ' ~. .:: 
. ·, . . . . . " . . I . ·. ··· . .. ,· , . . ·. • . ~· : .... 

.· · ... 
. ~ Subject: .. R.e : CNffs_, Explanation(s} 

~ 0:. :: . . . . . . . . : . . ' .. · .. :· -: .. 
~ ..... 

.:• ..... 

. Hi : Joanna· .. ,,·. 
·· .·· . 

, ,1 
. ·, 

.· Corif.~:~s~d .. by YO)Jr ·~~~sti:~.~"·. <swept when e.xactiy .'·and .·by ~ho? ·. I .;·ttl.ink !you . kn.ow ' fro'!l .\:o~~·rin~ru~: ,. 
a~d fhe. daily: brl¢fings' t .ha:t ·the .~ompound was ·under a.ssault1 •.. Jhey ti'ad' to. ·fight ~t.'te.~r way C?.Ut .. ~ . .' 

... · . . · ·- · while. ~he .. stb:.cture .wa.s .. s~~ll ~ully . ablaze - arid then to the airport .when all: USG personnel· 
: .. · .. . ~er.e·· e.~.acuat~d~ ~o ·rdpo1L. · · :: ' _,. . ··· . · · . , .: . · .. t •. · · ·\:. • ·. • · · . · ·: 

. Aside· f.rbin :tha.1=,; we , :~e al~Q· m~d~ ·;clear that t~~ compound .in. B~nghazi. ~a~ temporar..y anci . ..: · 
ther.~fore didn' t ::~~ve .. anY,: ·~ermanent. c+~ssi'fied , pr9Ce~s,ing. \ ... · · .:. . . , , .·,' ,., .. : 

• • • • • •••• • •• \ ·,.': . • • I. • ; ._ ·~· • • .: •• • •• • • • • •• 

i .. : . 

· . .: 

· .;. -,. :.:~ · · J~iginal ·Mess~ge ~--- :.r-......._·· ._.:_ .. __ • ___ ....:,____, 
Fr~~.: ·Joanna BfDDLE [mai~toj~~~--"P':'' -----...-J . b6 . Per DOS;· 

. • .. Sent : ~nday, . rtember 24 · . •2~~2 . 99:9~ -~ 

. . J. <.. 

... ' ., 
·: .... ~ :.' 

~ . ··, . 
133 ," 

. ·, HRC-9358 . 
' a ,. ' '• 



I. " ·· 
' ·: .~ . · ... 

·. .' • 

To: b6 Per DOS, FBI .. 
Cc: Nicolas·· REVISE · · b7C Per FBI 

Subject: RE: CNN's. ·Exp ana .. ·· 

GOOO morningg . . . . . . . . . . :; . 

Se~uP .. ·at ~G:~ jfor. the Secretary.'s remarks this. morning •. I'm afra1~ our ed~tors wa,nt us ;to .... 
. wr~ te. someth1.ng· on CNN' s. release of ambassador Steyens' s diary~ wh1c~ so f~r we. hi!(in' t . . · . 

· · wri~ten ab~ut'. ·FQ.uld you please le.t us have either your :original ~tate.ment;· or a ·new ~ne · with. · .. 
a reaction to CNN's.·allegati'ons about "~ttooting the messenger; .. Further :to that there is an· . .. 

. . . .issue .about. ·hoJ. t~ey were able to . get hold of it di;ary ~ .. when sureiy the 'aengh~zi mi'ssion . . .. .. 
~hould ·have ~ee:n ·.~arefu~ly. swept 'in case any, c_lassifi,ed documents had survi ve.d the fire. :wh~t 
are your comments on that 1ssue? · 

·.· · · ·Th~~J<~ so · niu~hJ J~ ·· · · . . · . · . 
. I . 

. ;~6~~eri ei Q'al Mess ape--~-~· .. . . 

Sen.t : · sunday~· · September 23, 2e12 4·: ee PM ·. cc: · · · · : 
Sub)ec on(~) 

All . .,. · . .. 

., ... 

. ·.· ..... 
, .. .. 

I, ' 

'.• 

· . b6 

b7C 

. ' · 

" . ~ "·: 
Excuse the.'int~uslon ·on ·your sunday, b~~- I'ye heard from more than half ·of you or the ·medi;a 
ou~lets you re~resent asking: for. reaction··· to ~NN ~ s · atrodous beh~vior in ~h~ -~andling of .. ·.. . .. 
AmbaS:sador S:te~ens • s diary 11 as· original~y repor.ted: ~y The .wan · Street Jour~al~ ·: and expande~ 

·, on by The Washington Post just a little while;·ago .. · · · · . . . I . . . . .. ... . 
· I .. ·contlnu~ ~o ~~~r···from ··m~ny of you ··~till trying. to .comprehend ~hy CNN did what ·they did, so . 
. . :x ._ju.st -want ·to.,bring· ~very~.ne . ~p· to, spee.d _at once. . : ·. :··:: · . ·. . > · ·. . . 

.. ! . ' . • . . ! . . ': . . . . . . : . . ~ . . . ' ·. . . . . . .. . • 
I also . .:,knowth~t ~o many of you11• th~~ .. is not simply a 'story'· as ~you ~new or wQrked ' ~l.th . . 

· . C!'J;is ~ . and f.i~d·:·this as . distasteful ·as every~ne here at · State does. · .. , 
. . ~ ; . . : . . . : . . . ..J . . . . . 

:· .. ,, 
• • • • : t • ~ • • • : • • • • : .. • •• • , ·~· ) 

.. · I'm .. mor~ thah . h~ppy to send my existing statement~ But t want-to . wait in ~ase CNN issues· 
· another excuse·!of tf1e day in ·order:' to .. address it.: :J:'m struggling to ~eep up wi~h them·.since 

·they are clearly ~aving :a. hard time settling on a ·.single credibl,e e.xpl~nation that get~ them 
. I . . . • . . .... • 

off the· hook ·for lying· tQ the family . They keep ·changing the~r tun~~ issuing : inadequ.ate~ · . 
confusing·, .a~djconflicti.ng explanations~ . offer~ng ~~lJr ~n as. mariy da~s~ some.o~ _' a~r, some -' by . 
paper. Even .a~ J; .. typ~·. l'nt heat:>ing they'r~ try1ng on· a .new one for slZ~,. pe~dhng _ that. the . 

. . family ·.didn'~ T~ally ·understand ·what CNN ~·aid .. to· .them. · Never mind that t~ere were five 
. I . . . . • . .. . . . 

··people on ·the. call that ·cNN is claiming four· people . misunderstQod. . . I· . . . . . . . 
··. · · So on~~· .. ~h~y fina~ly . get their l.atest' story _ strafg~t and stick to it, I·'l~· follow· .. ~_'p .·with you 
. a_ll! ~pt surehh~t ,wil~- be. anytime soon since 'it's cle~r th~y d<:>n ' t know how. ~0 expl~in, :let . 

afone j'ustify . their actions. And· I'm·· certainly· not going to hold-· my breath unt~l SOrneOI)e, .. i~ : . 

I. . 

· held accountable. · .. . I . ·. . ... ~ . . . .. 

In the. rrieanti.me, he,re is 'the Post. story I mentioned .. ~povej you mig_ht find ·· it h.el'pful.:., ':-' ,: 
. , : ... :· . . :: ..... •' .: . ···:: ·•.· . . . l ·.· ·.. •' . . : .. .. ·. . . :. ' .. 

. CNN vs . the Stat·e Department: ·A Long Story By. Erik Wemple The Washington Post Posted at. 02: 37 ... · · 
PM 'ET 09/23/2e12 · · ·. · .. ' . .. . . 

~NN;:·~nder~o~ Cooper on W~dne~day nighprough~ ~i~ vi~~r~ soine ;ig news iibi>ut the fatal 
Sept~ 11 attacks .against the u .. s. consulate and ·nearby annex· . in Benghazi., . tiby.a. All manner ' 
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of details on the provenance and circumstances of the. assaults that claimed the lives of u.s. · 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three others have been unclear or in dispute. So the 
information that CNN divulged found an eager audience. Here#s Cooper: 

Now, you are looking at the scene just outside the consulate in Benghazi as a pro-American 
crowd tried to rush Ambassador Stevens, who was wounded, still alive, to the hospital. 
Tonight, [CNN] obtains exclusive information about the climate that led up to all .of this. 

A source familiar with Ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months before his death, he 
talked about being worried about what he called the never-ending security threats, 
specifically in Benghazi. The source [is] telling us that the ambassador specifically 
mentioned the rise in Islamic extremism, the growing al-Qaeda presence in libya, and said 
that he was on. an al-Qaeda hit list. 

Exclusive, foreign, terrorism-related, breaking news - that's so CNN. The Web ate the story 
for breakfast and lunch the next day. On Friday night, Cooper returned to the topic of 
Stevens , this time with more compelling stuff: 

The information for [Wednesday's] report, like ali of CNN's reporting, was carefully vetted. 
Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and notified the family. 

At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we found newsworthy in 
the ambassador' s writings. Our reporting followed up on what we found newsworthy, as I said, 
in the ambassador's writings. 

Those are six .very heavy sentences. And there's an exte~sive story behind them, as the Wall 
Street Journal and the Huffington Post reported on Saturday. The family of the late 
ambassador had requested that CNN not issue any reports based on the journal - or even 
reference its existence - before the family consented. CNN agreed to abide by the family's 
wishes, according to Philippe Reines, a State Department spo~esman who listened in on a 
conference call between a CNN executive and a representative of the· stevens family. 

State and CNN ~ave spent a good part of the weekend trading nasty words on the spat. The 
length of this State Department tract alone mak~s clear ·just how peeved its leadership is: 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when 
they finally did tell them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and ultimately 
broke their. pledge made to them only hours after they witnessed the return to the Unites 
States of Chris 1 s remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the authorities? 

When a junior person at CNN called, they didn't say, fHello, I know this is a terrible time, 
but I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They instead took the 
opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who·had already invaded his privacy. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
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j : . . . .. . . . 
wanted Chris's Cliary · and would not make any ~ther.'ded.sions until then . But .'that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they helpfully ·offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
.made and .passed ar.ound, to put a rush on it for the~r own purposes. · 

It was then made clear to. ttlem, for what must have been the fourth time in the same callj 
that they wante1d to look .'at it p·rivately; together as a family before making any decisions. 
Period. CNN fin1ally heard their request enough times that they· had to accept it~ agreed to 
abide by . the cl1ea r wishes . of the Stevens f aniil y, and pledged · not to use the diary or even · 
allud~ to :its e'xistence_ until he.aring back from the family. I . . . . . . 
But the Stevens · family was .never given that chance . I guess four d~ys was as long as CNN 

. I . . 
could control themselves; -so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because th~y felt 
like it. Anders

1
on Cooper ·didn"·t even bother . to offer any other explanation as to why the 

ne~~rk . broke. * s pr~mise to the.'family . An.d. only di~ . 'so after being contacted by' a ·-reporter 
asking abou~ the diary and their convoluted sourcing. 

.. How do they juJtify that? .They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a p_roud 
· episode hi CNN~s history. I' in sure ther.e are many .good people· in the ~NN' newsroom equ'ally 
appalled by this decision and wondering who above .thein· authorized this course of action . . · . .. .· . 

And. CNN: 

· We think .the .public-had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources .about· the . 
·. fears. and warn~ngs o~. a t~rror ·threat before the Benghazi_ attack .which. are now r·aisiilg · 
q~est1ons about why the .State Department didn~t - do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 

I . ' . . . 
other ~ . .s. per.~onnel. Perhaps the . real question here is . why is the State Department now 
attack1ng the messenger. : · · · . . . · · 

In sum, an ext~aordinary d~sagre~ment between this country-'s foreign~policy shop and one of 
its more aggre~sive agents of f~reign· reportage.- It all ·stems from the unique circumstances 
that ~.mrav~led j· on Sept . 11. The attacks on t~e consulate ·an.d annex· were .severe ·enou~h that 
the State Department~ evacuated all u.s. · personnel from the compound, leaving, in effect~ an -

: ~nsecured crimb . scene. . . . . . . 

A. full: three d l ys aiter · ·~he attack, CNN senior international correspondent Arwa Damon found · 
Stevens~ journal at · the ·s.ite of the BenghaZi consulate, ·according to .Reines. . I . . . 

·Reines: .. found o~t about the journ~l not. long afte.r ~ . "return. of remains .. ceremony for · ·· . 
. Ambassador Stevens and the other ·victims at Andrews Air. Force Base on Friday,· Sept. 14 • . He 

. I . . . . 

received a caN ·from State"~ protocol· office alerting him that someone ·from CNN had called . • I . . . . • . . . 

the Ste~ens. fa
1
mily with the news ~hat they" d recov~red the amb~~sador" s . jou~nal. ·ro ct:4N' s 

request to r.e~ort . on its contents, the family member responded 1n the negat1ve ~· 

The .Stevens fJmny ~~~ted ·state'~ help, so Re~nes got in touch .with .. a Stevens famiiy· inembe~ · 
who confirmed ~~h.e . story for him. Now 'Reines :wanted to chat with CNN, ·. so · he e-mailed ·the· ·woma·n 
- · CNN staffer jMeredith ·edwards· - ·~ho' d reportedly contacted the Stevens family .. No reply. 
Next on the list was .Mark Whitaker, a ranking .CNN news executive.· Reines. a·sked Whitaker 
whether .the _story he'd heard was 'accu~ate. Whitaker confirmed the _gist ·of. things but wasn't 
forthcoming, ~ecalls Reines: uHe - ~as clearly sheepish and defensive from the beginning," .says 
Reines. 11He s~id~ · .. We're t~lking to our lawyers." And I said~ · 'Mark,. if you"re talking to 
yo~r hwyers, .1

1 

then you know you • re on shaky ground . •" · . · 

That call was merely a prelud.e to ·more calls . Lat~r that Fr~day, Reines chat·~ed with Richard 
·Grifriths, a key CNN editorial official who confirmed possession of .the Stevens diary and · 

< . explained , thai:' the late ambassador · had procured it in Sto.ckholm and had. started writing in it 
on his last hbliday .· Reines dis_cuss·ed getting Griffiths on the iine with t~e Stevens family·. 
to hash out . the :affair. Griffiths then told Reines how .. he"d pitch the family: That the · . . . . . \ . . . 
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j~urnal provid~ a beautiful window into Stevens's character and dedicat;on ·to his .work and 
. that they'd like perinissio~ ·to go ahead and use it ·on air. ' ·"'· ... · - - - . -. I -. - . - .~ . 

In a .subsequent ~onfere~ce · call with the family and State officials, CNN's Griffiths ·. · · · 
_~lre~urgitated'.' !the script, Reines say's .· The family me~ber listened· and said no. _ Rei~es :_ nrhe 
.family member 'hou~h:tfu~ly and 'clearly told ·Griffith~ that this was. Chris's· ~erso~al property 
.and that they belieVed J.t was their personal property_ now~ that they wanted J.t back ~nd that. . : 
~he~ _would .npt jmake any oth~r dec~sions about it" until they reviewed i_t . . There· ~as_~'~ a,n · · · · . 
1ns1stence tha' the>_''~d . never bless its use, nor an indication that they would - JUSt .a· . . . · 
preference that they jointly take a look at the contents -before making any decisions. . . -I -.. .. . -- . . . . 

·Griffiths asked if the family· would .be okay with CNN at least saying that it had recover·ed .. 
the journal o~ \the s~te, of th<i ~tacks and had ret~rned it to th• family,. FamilY m:~er: No: 

After that re)-rction, Griffiths, told th~ Stevens family member · that · CNN h_ad transcrJ.bed the : _ 
·d~ary· ~nd coul~ pass it along· .in . e..:mail format.· The family member declined to share ~n . e-mail . -
addre~s, so th-r parties ag_reed that Gr~ffiths. woul_d send the text to· Reines, who ·would .. th~~- .' ... 
for-Ward it on to the Stevens family. Reines fulfilled _·his middleman role . arid . say~ ·- he has · . 
n·ever glim~sed jat the conte~_ts of the e-mail; nor has any State Depa~tment offici_al had 
ac~ess to it, he ·says. . . . . : . . 

On~- cl~ar takel~ay from 'the conference call, says Reines, is CNN'-s s~anding on the question 
I . . . .. . . 

·off,amily .defe~ence.- --It· was absolute, ·he says -: Griffiths stated that· the netw'?r:-k woul~ hono~ _· . . . 
the wishes of the ~am~ly not_ to ~ention . the journal _on air .. c~~ere was no other caveat o_r . . ' . 
asterisk," say~ , Reines, whose account was corroborated .by two -other State Department s~n:~rces 

" who overheard' the conference call. · · 

The next s_te~- -~as :arranging. for. O~mo~ to pass the j'ournal.-along. ~o i1n Italian .. diplomat ··_;o_ · · . :,-. 
that it could be delivered back to the family . . ',The first .·order _of-- bus~ness was getting this 
out-of CNN's h~nds, given their behavior and their inseri_sitive in.terac;tions .with_ the family," 
sa.ys _Reines._ ': ,. _ · · _ _ _ .: 

Things were qu~et until. the f~llowi~g week, when- Cooper began . what' Reines called "breathles-s" . 
coverage alleging .that Stevens believed he-was on an .al:..Qaeda hit list. That information; .in 

· Cooper's ~ordihg, was based on an anonymous source. "They .constructed som.et~ing -~hat .. ali owed 
·t:hemto satiSfy their minimal-journalistic standards to breaktheir pledge to-the ·family, 11 

· 

says ·. Reines. ·I · · · 
Th_e network differs, saying· that 1 t had umul tiple sour_ces" }or that information ... ~cout of 
r~~pect . to .. thel family_, we ·have not quoted from_ or shown t~e. jo~~n-al," says a CNN_ ~tatemen~ •. 

CNN never appr~·sed anyone .in the Stevens famUy of its plans to .mention the jour~al on air, . 
s·ays Reine~, t~ough a CNN source. insists that the ·networ.k tried · many_ times to·_. reach . the 
family .after the Sept • . 14_ conference call, ''to no avail." _In its statement; CN~ gives ·this 
explanation fo~- discussing the item ·on ·air: · · · 

The · reason CN~I ·ultimately reported· Friday on the existence _of the journal ·was because le~ks .. 
to media organ-izations ·incorrectly suggested CNN h~q not ·quickly returned th_e jqurnal; · ~hich 

we .d~~· . . I'. · .. , . •· . _ .. _ _ ' .. 
Odd b~t of reason).ng: Did CNN. run some material because some_one· had apparently· ·peddled false· 
!'umors to othe1r news: outlets? The Wall Street' Journal, ·says Reines, was poking around at this 
story,._ aski~g :~_NN if ~t was t:.ue that it had come into possession of the stevens journal. 
(The Wall Street Journal declined to comment on the matter). · · . . I .. 
'"(CNN's] explanation . for.br.eaking their promise tQ the a~bassador's family 1s that .someone 

. I . 
was leaking .on them, rathe~ -than· any kind , qf r~sponsibili ty· to_ their own stan_dards," says ~· 
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Reines. ~<rhat is hardly a profile in courage." Aside from this non-consideration, says 
Reines, CNN's edi~orial formulations didn't change from .the moment it spoke with the family 
to the time that it apprised its view~rs of the journal. ~<rhe only thing that changed was 
their integrity," says Reines. 

Any fair accounting of this dispute must start with an endorsement of CNN's industriousness. 
That a reporter from the network got to the scene and fetched an item that no one else had 
found speaks well of CNN and its commitment to international report'ing. If CNN hadn't been on 
the ground, after all, the Stevens family may never have recovered the journal. That a news 
organization, and not a u.s. government entity, scored the journal speaks ill of the latter. 

From there, the story .gets more complicated. Journals enjoy an exalted cone of privacy among 
civilized people : Hands off. 

That cone shatters, ~f course, when we're talking about the writings of an ambassador who's 
been killed in a high-profile attack in a volatile foreign country. Reflections and 
informa~ion in the journal may be of immediate public interest, an imperative that steamrolls 
any considerations about privacy. Not only was CNN right to read and copy the journal, but 
also it was obligated by its newsgathering mission to' do so. 

Judging from the record, it's clear that the journal was instrumental in CNN's Wednesday 
night story about Ambassador Stevens and the al-Qaeda angle. That piece was unflattering to 
the interests of th~ State Department, which, after all, is entrusted with protecting its 
personnel overseas. Is that why State is so upset over .this matter? Not at all, says Reines: 
urhe reaction that they are getting (from State] is in response to their lying to the 
family," said Reines . As to the underlying story about how effective~y State prote~ted its 
people, Reines responds, "Questions about what happened are legitimate and ar~ ~eing asked 
and are being reviewed.'' ·-

Now, on to how CNN handled the family of the late ambassador. The network appeared to be 
leading from behind when it asked for permission to use the journal in. its ~roadcasts- an 
approach that suggests that the family had veto rights · over the material. A more headstrong 
news organization would have politely told the family that it had recovered this personal 
effect, had reviewed it and was inclined to use the material. Had the family objected, CNN 
could have responded that it would take its wishes into consideration but would issue no 
guarantees. Says Reines: "If they had Mirandized the family in that phone call • . • I would 
s ay I disagree and I probably would appeal, but at the end of the day I would disparage them 
to my colleagues and would s·ay the media sucks and here's another example, but I wouldn't 
make an argument to them on the law." 

### 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of ·the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute .or copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
erro,r, please contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute ~r copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

I ! . I ~n: Se&•m~r,. 'oj 11•s AM 

e: ~·s Explanation(s) 

Ok~ just please make sure to clearly note that they are from yesterday. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

And if helpful, feel free to say in your voice tha~said he is waiting to comment any 
further until seeing what CNN does in light of the~s exchange. 

---- - Original Message -----;...----------, 
From: Joanna BIDDLE [mailto~ k 
Sent • Mp:dav Spn+o;bon 24, 2012 
To:l _ _ I 
Cc: N1co as REVISE 

11:42 AM 

Subject: RE : CNN's Explanation(s) 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Ok thanks. As t said our editors in Paris have pushed to do a short story, so we used some of 
the comments you sent yesterday afternoon even though as you say it is "stale" 

~~~~Ori:in:l :::::·:·----
Sent : rio oa ~ m er 24~ 2012 11:41 AM 
To: Joanna BIDDLE 
Cc: Nicolas REVISE 
Subject: Re: CNN's Explanation(s) 

I will check on your first .question 

OFF the record: on your second question , I am waiting to see what CNN does today before 
commenting further, so using what I wrote yesterday or the day before is stale. If they 
change their tune today, I will react to that. 

Original Message 

b6 
b7C 

From: Joanna BIDDLE [mailtoj 
~~~~ : Monday: S:ctemherl 24, L..zi"Pler'l!"i..-2 '""lini-:':-=r2-:;-1-.AMru-----' 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

cc: Nicolas EQ SE [ 
Subject: RE: CNN's Explanation(s) 

Hi L-1 ___ ___. 

Apologies if I wasn't clear. CNN say they found the journal in the ·ruins of the compound 
several days after the attack. I realize that all the Ameri~an staff had been evacuated~ but 
was there any liai son with Libyan security partners to check whether any documents had been 
left behind? I realize the compound was temporary too. 

Further that, could you comment please on CNN' s use of the diary? All shall we just use w~at 
you sent yesterday to everyone, thanks, Jo 

146 HRC-9364 



-----Original Message-----

From :LI no=::-:r:":-=--~=~::-::-':::"":""---::-o:::-:-:::--:-:--:~:":":"'"---.....1 Sent: Moriday, September 24, 2012 11:14 AM 
To: Joanna BIDDLE 
Cc: Nicolas REVISE 
Subject : ~e: CNN's Explanation(s} 

Hi Joanna 

Confused by your question - swept when exactly and by who? I think you know from covering us 
and the daily briefings that the compound was under assault, they had to fight their way out 
- while the structure was still fully ablaze - and then to the airport when all USG personnel 
were evacuated to Tripoli. · 

Aside from that , we've also made clear that the compound in Benghazi was temporary and 
therefore didn;t have any permanent classified processing. 

b6 
b7C 

Original Message 
From: Joanna BIDDLE [mailto 

~~~~~~------------~ ~~jl- Mood•• sentomb.1 24, 2012 09:es AM 
b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Cc: Nicolas REVISE TL_ -----=------~---="""":"'" ____________ ___. 
.Subject: RE: CNN's Explanation(s) 

Good morning~..! ____________ ___. 

Set up at CGI, ·for the Secretary's remarks this morning. I'm afraid our editors want us to 
write something on CNN's release of ambassador Stevens's diary, which so far we hadn't 
written about. Could you please let us have either your original statement, or a new one with 
a reaction to CNN's allegations about "shooting the messenger." Further to that there is an 
issue about how they were able to get hold of it diary, when surely the Benghazi mission 
should have been carefully swept in case any classified documents had survived the fire. What 
are your comments on that issue? 

Thanks so much, Jo 

-----Ori:::~~ ::::~::- ---mr:[ :"7:- ~- ··~. 23, 2012 
Sub)ec : s xp anat1on(s) 

All - . 

4:00 AA 

Excuse the intrusion on your Sunday, but I've heard from more than half of you or the media 
outlets you represent asking for reaction to CNN's atrocious behavior in the handling of 
Ambassador Stevens's diary, as originally reported by The Wall Street Journal, and expanded 
on by The Washington Post just a little while ago. 

I continue to hear from many of you still trying to comprehend why CNN did what they did, so 
I just want to bring everyone up to speed at once. 
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· ... · 

I also .know that to many~ of you, this is not ~imply a · ' story' as you knew or worked with 
Chris, and ·fin~ · this as distasteful as everyone here· at State does . I . . . . 
I'm more Jh.an ·happy to send my existing s1;atement. But I want to wait in case CNN issues 
another .excusel of ·the c;tay in order to address it. I'm strugg~ing to .keep up with them s'ince 
they ~re cle~riy having . a hard time settling on .a single credible explana~ion that . gets · them 
off ~he hook fbr lying to the fa~ily. They keep cha~ging their tune, issuing inad~uate, · 
confusing, andl conflicting explanations, offering four in as many . day~, some on air, som~ by 
paper. Even as I type I'm hearing they're trying on a new one for .size, peddling that the 
family ·didn'.t ~eally understand what CNN said to theni. Never mind that there .were five 
people on the tali'-·that 'cNN is · claiming four people misunderstood. · 

I . . 
So once th~y finally get their latest story straight and stick to it, i'll follow· up with .you .. 
all. ~ot sure I that .will be anytime. soon since it's clear they don ~ -t know how· ·to e)_<plain, let · 
alone justify ~heir actions. And I'm certainly not · going to hold my breath until someone is · 
held accountable . .' · 

. [ . . 

In the meanti"i, here is the Post story I mentioned above, you might find it helpful: 

CNN vs. the St~te Department: A Long Story By Erik Wemple The washington Post Posted at .e2:37 
· · PM ET, 99/23/2912 

CNN's Anderson! ~ooper on W~dnesday night brought his viewers · som~ · big ·new~ ~·bout the fatal . 
S~pt. ·n attac~s against . the U.S. con.sl.ilate an.d nearby annex :in .~enghazt, Libya. All ·manner. 
of: details ·On ~~e provenance _and circumstan·ces of t~e .:: as~.~t.il~s that clai~ the lives :o{ ·u~ ~-· 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three others ·have-. tfeen unclear or.· in .. dispute. So the -- . · .. 
information thh CNN ·divulged found an eager audience .' He·re' s ·cooper·: · · ... 

--~ow, you are. l l oking at the scene j~st outside the: co~s~late in Benghazi as a pr:o-American 
crowd · tried to rush Ambassador Stevens, who ·was wounded, still alive, to th'e hospital. 
Tonight, [CNN) obtains exclusive infor!ftation about the climate that led up t .o al~ of this • 

. · A· source familiar with . Anibass~dor · Stevens 1 thinking said in the mont.hs before. his. death,· ·he 
. talk~d" about l?fing worr~ed about ~tl'at he called the neve~ -end~ng ~e.curi:tY thr~~~s., .· 

spec1f1cally ·in Benghaz1. The source [is] telling us that the _ ambassad~r speclflcally 
mention~d the hse in Islamic ·extremism, the· growing al-Qaeda presence in Libya, and said .·. · 
that he was o~~ ~n al-Qaeda hit list. ... · ·, ·. · . 

Exclusive, for~ign, terrorism-related, breaking news - that's so: CNN·. ·The Web ·ate the ·.story .... 
for breakfast ~nd lu!'lch the next day. On Friday night, Coop~r returned to the topic of ·· . 
Stevens, this t .ime with _more compelling stuff: 

The informatio~ for [Wednesday's] . report, .like all .of CNW s r~portingj was carefu_lly vetted •. 
Some · of that_ ihformation was found in a personal journal of_ Ambassador . Steve·ns in· his : 
handwriting . - ~ came .upon the journal through our reporting and notifi~d ,the fa~ily. . . . . .:: I . . ; 
~t .their reque~t, we r~turned that journal to · them .. We reporte·d what we found .11ewsworthy in: · 
the amba'ss.adqr j s writings. Our reporting followed up on what we fo~nd newsworthy~ as I said ~ 
in the ambassador•s writings. · 

Those are .six lery h~avy sentences. And there's an extensive story behind them: as the . Wall 
Street Journ~l~ ·~nd the . Huffingt9n Po.st reported on Sa:turday. The fam~ly · of. the ·late. . 
ambassador had· requested that CNN. not . issue any reports based . on · t~e··_journal -:- or even · . . 
refe.renceits ~xi~tence::... before the family consented. CNN agreed · to. at>ide by.the..family~s :. 
wishes I accordfng. to Philippe Reines·, a State, Department Sp(J!<e.sma.n who listen'ed :in on a ·:. 
conference call between a·CNN executive and a representative ·of"the Stevensfainily. 
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State and CNN have spent a good part of the weekend trading nasty words on the spat. The 
length of this State Department tract alone makes clear jus t how peeved its lea~ership is: 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary .well before bothering 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when 
they finally did tell them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and ultimately 
broke their pledge made to them only hours after they witnessed the return to the Unites 
States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other .Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the authorities? 

When a junior person at CNN called, they didn't say, 4 Hello, I know this is a terrible time, 
but I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They instead took the 
opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. · 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn,t fast 
enough for CNN, so they helpfully offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around, to put a rush on it for their o~n purposes. 

It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time in the same call, 
that they wanted to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. 
Period. CNN .finally heard their request enough times that they had to accept it, agreed to · 
abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, ao4 pledged not to use the diary or even 
allude to its existence unt.il hearing · back from the family. 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. i guess four days was as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn 1 t even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its promise to the family. And only did so after being contacted by a reporter 
asking about the diary and their convoluted sourcing. 

How do they justify that? They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud 
episode in CNN1 s history. I'm sure there are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally 
appalled by this decision and wondering who above them authorized this course of action. 

And CNN: 

We think. the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about the 
fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now ra1s1ng 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
other U.S. personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State Department now 
attacking the messenger. 

In sum, an extraordinary disagreement between this country's foreign-policy shop and one of 
its more aggressive agents of foreign reportage. It all stems from the unique circumstances 
that unraveled on Sept. 11. The attacks on the consulate and annex were severe enough that 
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the State Department evacuated all u.s. personnel from the compC?und, leaving, in effect, an 
unsecured crime scene. 

A full three days after the attack, CNN senior international correspondent Arwa Damon found 
Stevens, ·journal at the site of the Benghazi consulate, according to Reines. 

Reines _found out about the journal not long after a "return of remains" ceremony for _ 
Ambassador Stevens and the other victims at Andrews Air Force Base on Friday, Sept. 14. He 
received a call fr~ State's protocol office alerting him that someone from CNN had called 
the Stevens family with the news that they'd recovered the ambassador's journal. To CNN's 
request to report on its contents, the family member responded in the negative. 

The Stevens family wanted State's help, so Reines got in touch with a Stevens family member 
who confir~ed the story for him. Now Reines wanted to chat with CNN, so he e-mailed the woman 
- CNN staffer Meredith Edwards - who'd reportedly contacted the Stevens family. No reply. 
Next on the list was Mark Whitaker, a ranking CNN news executive. Reines asked Whitaker 
whether the story he1 d heard was accurate. Whitaker confirmed the gist .of things but wasn't 
forthcpming, recalls Reines: "He was clearly sheepish and defensive from the beginning," says 
Reines. "He said, <we're talking to our lawyers.' And I said, 'Mark, if you're talking to 
your lawyers, then you know you' re on shaky ground . "' 

That call was merely a prelude to more calls. Later .that Friday, Reines chatted with Richard 
Griffiths, a key CNN editorial official who confirmed possession of the Stevens diary and 
explained that the late ambassador had procured it in Stockholm and had started writing in it 
on his last holiday. Reines discussed getting Griffiths on the line with the Stevens family 
to hash out the affair. Griffiths then told Reines how he'd pitch the family: That the 
journal provided a beautiful window into Stevens~s character and .dedication to his work and 
that they'd like permission to go ahead and use it on air .. 

In a subsequent conference call with the family and State officials, CNN's Griffiths 
"regurgitated" the script, Reines says. The family member listened and said no. Reines: 4''The 
family member thoughtfully and clearly told Griffiths that this was Chris's personal property 
and that they believed it was their personal property now, that they wanted it back and that 
they would not make .any other decisions about it" until they reviewed it. There wasn't an 
insistence that they'd never bless its use, nor an indication that they would - just a 
preference that they jointly take a look at the contents before making any decisions. 

Griffiths asked if the family would be okay with CNN at least saying that it had recovered 
the journal on the ·site of the attacks and had returned it to the family. Family member: . No . 

After that rejection, Griffiths told the Stevens family member that CNN had_transcribed the 
diary and could-pass it along in e-mail format. The family member declined to share an e-mail 
address, so the parties agreed that Griffiths would send the text to Reines, who would then 
forward it on to the Stevens family. Reines fulfilled his middleman role and says he has 
never glimpsed at the contents of the e-mail; nor has any state Department official had 
access to it, he says. · 

One clear takeaway from the conference call, says Reines, is CNN's standing on the question 
of family deference. It was absolute, he says - Griffiths stated that the network would honor 
the wishes of the family not to mention · the journal on air. "There was no other caveat or 
asterisk," says Reines, whose account was corroborated by two other State Department sources 
who overheard the conference call. 

The next step was arranging for Damon to pass the journal along to an Italian diplomat so 
that it could be delivered back to the family. "The first order of business was getting this 
out of CNN 1 s hands, given their behavior and their insensitive interactions _with the family," 
says Reines. 
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Things were quiet until the following week, when Cooper began what Reines called "breathless" 
coverage alleging that Stevens believed he was on an al-Qaeda hit list. That information, in 
Cooper's wording, was based on an anonymous source. uTh~y constructed something that allowed 
them to satisfy their minimal journalistic standards to break their pledge to the family,"" 
says Reines. 

The network differs, saying that it had umultiple ·sources"' for that information. uout of 
respect to the family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal," says a CNN statement. 

CNN never apprised anyone in the Stevens family of its plans to mention the journal on air, 
says Reines, though a CNN source insists that the network tried many times to reach the 
family after the Sept. 14 conference call, uto no avail." In its statement, CNN gives this 
explanation for discussing the item on air: 

The reason CNN ultimately reported Friday on the existence of the journal was because leaks 
to media organizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which 

· we did. 

Odd bit of reasoning: Did CNN run some material because someone had apparently peddled false 
rumors to other news outlets? The Wall Street Journal, says Reines, was poking around at this 
story, asking CNN if it was true that it had come into possession of the Stevens journal. 
(The Wall Street Journal declined to comment on the matter). 

"(CNN"s] explanation for breaking their promise to the ambassador's family is that someone 
was leaking on them, rather than any kind of responsibility to their own standards,"' says 
Reines. "That is hardly a profile in courage." Aside from this non-consideration, says 
Reines, CNN·s editorial formulations didn"t ·change from the moment it spoke with the family 
to the time that it apprised its viewers of the journal. ~'The only thing that changed was 
their integrity," says Reines. 

Any fair accounting of-this dispute must start with an endorsement of CNN"s industriousness. 
That a reporter from the network got to the scene and fetched an item that no one else had 
found speaks well of CNN and its commitment to international reporting. If CNN hadn't been on 
the ground, after all, the Stevens family may never have recovered the journal. That a news 
organization, and not a U.S. government entity, score~ the journal speaks ill of the latter. 

From there, the story gets more complicated. Journals enjoy an exalted cone of privacy among 
civilized people: Hands off. 

That cone shatters, of course, when we"re talking about the-writings of an ambassador who's 
been killed in a high-profile attack in a volatile foreign country. Reflections and 
information in the journal may be of immediate public interest, an imperative_that steamrolls 
any considerations about privacy. Not only was CNN right to read and copy the journal, but 
also it was obligated by its newsgathering mission to do so. 

Judging from the record, it's clear that the journal was instrumental in CNN~s Wednesday 
night story about Ambassador Stevens and the al-Qaeda angle. That piece was unflattering to 
the interests of the State Department, whic~, after all, is entr:-usted with protecting its 
personnel overseas. Is that why State is so upset over this matter? Not at all, says Reines: 
"The reaction that they are getting [from State] is in response to their lying to the 
family",'' said Reines. As to the underlying story about how effectively State protected its 
people, Reines responds, "Questions about what happened are legitimate and are being asked 
and are being reviewed." 

Now, on to how CNN handled the family of the late ambassador. The network appeared to be 
leading from behind when it asked for permission to use the journal in its broadcasts - an 
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approach that suggests that the family·had veto rights over the material. A more headstrong 
news organization would· have politely told the family that it had recovered this personal 
effect, had reviewed it and was inclined to use the material. Had the family objected, CNN 

. could have responded that it would take its wishes into consideration but would issue no 
guarantees. sa·ys Reines: "If they had Mirandized the family in that phone call • • . I would 
say I disagree and I probably would appeal·, but at the end of the day I would disparage them 
to my colleagues and would say the media sucks and here's another example, but I wouldn't 
make an arg~ment to them on the law.n 

### 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity~to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you s_hould not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
error, please 'contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
narried addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site. at http://www.afp.com 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
error, please ~ontact the sender and delete the e111ail frorR your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you s hould not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hi Joanna 

I I 
Monday. September 24. 2012 11:14 AM 

I I 
Re: CNN's Explanation(s) 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Confused by your question - swept ·when e*actly and by who? I think you know from covering us 
and the daily briefings that the compound was under assault, they had to fight their way out 
- while t he structure was still fully ablaze - and then to the airport when all USG personnel 
were evacuated to Tripoli. 

Aside from that, we've also ~ade clear that the compound in Benghazi was temporary and 
therefore didn't ·have any permanent classified processing. 

Original Message -----~------------------From: Joanna BIDDLE (mailto _____________________ ~ 
09:05 AM Sent : Monday: Se:tember 24, 2012 

To:l _ _ I 
Cc: Nicolas EVI E~~~~--~--~--------~ 
Subject: RE: CNN's Explanation(s) 

G~od mornindto... ___ __. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Set up at CGI, for the Secretary's remarks this morning. I'm afraid our editors want us to 
write something on CNN's release of ambassador .Stevens's d~ary, which so far we hadn't 
written about .. Could you please let us have either your ~riginal statement, or a new one with 
a reaction to CNN's allegations about "shooting the messenger." Further to that there is an 
issue about how they were able to get hold of it diary, when surely the Benghaz i mission 
should have been carefully swept· in case any classified documents had survived the fire . What 
are your comments on that issue? 

Thanks so much, Jo 

--- --Original Message-----
From:! 
Sent:~S~u~nua~a~y~,-cse~p~t~e~m36~e~r~2~3-,~2~e~t~z~a~:ueme~PmM~------~ 
Cc:l I 
Subject: CNN's Explanation(s) 

All -

Excuse the intrusion on your Sunday, but I've heard from more than half of you or the media 
outlets you represent asking for reaction to CNN's atrocious behavior in the handling of 
Ambassador Stevens's diary, as originally reported by The Wall Street Journal, and expanded 
on by The Washington Post just a little while ago. 

I continue to 'hear from many of you still trying to comprehend why CNN did what they did, so 
I just want to bring everyone up to speed at once. 
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I :also know thrt to many of you, thi~ is. not ·simply a· 'story' as you kne,w or worked with 
Chris., and find this as distasteful as everyone her~ at State do~s. 

I . 
I'm more than happy" to send my existing statement. But I wan·t to· wait -in case CNN . issues . 

. another .excusejqf the ·day in order to address it. I'm struggling to : ke~p up with. them since 
they are. c~e~rly having a hard ·time settling on a .single ·credible explaf!ation t .hat gets thein 
off the hook for lying to .the family: They keep changing th_eir .. tune,- iss~ing inadequate, . .. 
confusing;. andj ~onflicting exp~anation~, .offering four_ in. as man~ . days;, !some on air, . some by 

·paper. Even a~ I · type. I'm hearing· they're· trying on a neW one for size; peddling that .the 
family didn't really understand -what CNN said to them. Never .mind that :there were five 
peop~e ~n the. f all that CNN is .claiming four people · misunderstood. ~ 

So· once they finally get their latest story straight and stick to it, I~,ll · follow up ' wi~h you 
'-all. No.t ,surejthat will be anYtime soon since it's clear they don't kn~w how to explain, let 

alone justify ~heir actions. And I'm certainly not goi'ng ·to hold my br~ath ' until so~neone is 
held accountable. · . I .... 
In the meantime here is the Post story I mentioned. above, you ~ight fi~d- it helpful: - . . I . 
CNN vs. the State Department: A Long Story By Erik Wemple The WashingtQ~ Post Posted at 02 !37 
PM ET, 09/23/2012 . . . . ' 

CNN' s An~er.son l Cooper on We~nesday . night brought his vi~wers some big news about the. fatal · 
Sept •. 11 attac~s ag(il~!lst the U.s. ·consulate and nearby .annex in Benghazi, Libya. All manner 
of details .on ~he- provenance and cfrcumstances .of ·:the' assa~l ts that cla~lted the lives .qf ' u.s. 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and ·three ·others have· been unclear or: in dispute. So the 
informat~.o.n thh CNN divulged found · an eager audience. Here's Cooper:· ; · · . . · 

Now, you a.re 1b~king at the sce~e j .ust outside the cons~late in Benghazi as a pro-Ame:rican 
crow~ tri~~ to rush Ambassador Stevens, whowas wounded, still alive, to. the hospital. 
Tonight, [CNN] obtains .exclusive informa·ti.on about the climate ·that led· up ·to all of this • 

. ; 

A source familiar with Ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months pefore his death, he 
t~lked about b~ing worried about what .he call~d the never-ending securi:ty threats~ · 
specifically ih Benghazi. The source [is] telling us that the ambassador specifically · 
.mentioned the ~ise in· Islam~c .extremism, the growing al-QaeQa· p~esence in . Libya, and said · 
that · ~~ ~was o~ an a1~9aeda hit lis~. ·. . · · . · . · 

Exclusive, for~ign, terrQris~n-related~ breaking news- tha~'s so CNN. ~he Web ate the . story 
for breakfast ~nd lunch. the next day. On Friday night, Coop.er . returned ;to the topic of 
Stevens, this r ime with : mo~~ ~~mpelling stuff: . . . 

The information. for ·[wednesday's] report., like all of· CNN's reporting, ~was carefuily vetted. 
Some of that irformation was found in a personal journal of ~bass.ador jstevens in _his· 

. ·handwriting. We ··came upon the journal through our reporting and. notifiec;t_' the · family. 

·\'. 

. . 1 . . . . 

At their reque
1
st, we ·returned . that journal to. them. We reported what we found newsworthy·· in 

the ambassador(s writings. Our report~ng followed up on what we found new~wQrthy, as I said, . 
in · the ambassador's writings . 

. Those. are six 
1
!very heavy ~entences. And there.' s an extensive story beh~nd .~he~, · as the Wall 

Street Journa~ an~ the Hu~fington ~ost ' reported on Saturday. The famil~ of the late 
· amb~ssador ha~ requested. that CNN not issue any reports bas~d on ·the journal- or even 
. reference its :existe.nce.~ before the family consented. CNN agreed to a~ide by the family's 

wishes, according to Philippe Reines, a State Department spokesman who.: listened in on a· 
· · ·. conference . ca1l1 · between. a CNN executive and a representative of the St~vens family. 
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State and CNN have spent .a good part of ~he weekend trading nasty words on the spat. The 
length of this, State Department tract alone makes clear just how peeved its leadership is: 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they're ~ot owning up to is reading ·and tran~cribing Chris's diary well before bother~ng 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when 
they finally did tell them, ·they completely ignored the wishes of .the family, and ultimately 
.broke their p~edge made to them only hours after they witnessed the return to the Unites 
States of Chris's remains. · 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the fam.ily or notify the authorities? 

When a junior person at CNN called; they didn,t say, cHello, I know this is a terrible time, 
but I,m sure you want your son's diary, where do-you want it sent?' They instead took the 
opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. ~ut not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the ·contents . A family member. made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until . then . But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they helpfully offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around, to put a rush on it for their own purposes: 

It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time in the same call, 
that they wanted to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. 
Period. CNN finally heard their request enough times that they had to accept it, agreed to 
abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary or even 
allude to its existence until hearing back from the family. 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. I guess four days was as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they f elt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its promise to the ·family . And only did so after being contacted by a reporter 
asking about the diary and their convoluted sourcing. 

How d~ they justify that? They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud 
episode in CNN's history. I,m sure there.are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally 
appalled by this decision and wondering who above them authorized this course of action. 

And CNN: 

We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about the 
fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
other U.S. personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State Department now 
attacking th~ messenger . 

In sum, an extraordina~y disagreement between this country's foreign -policy shop and one of 
its more aggressive agents of foreign reportage. It all stems from the unique circumstances 
that unraveled on Sept. 11. The attacks on the consulate and annex were severe enough that 
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the State Department evacuated all U.S. personnel from the compound, leaving, in ef~ect, an 
unsecured crime scene. 

A full three days after the attack, CNN senior international correspondent Arwa Damon found 
Stevens' journal at the site of the Benghazi consulate, according to Reines. 

Reines found out about the journal not long after a ureturn of remains, ceremony for 
Ambassador Stevens and the other victims at Andrews Air Force Base on Friday, Sept . 14. H~ 
received a call from State's protocol office alerting him that someone from CNN had called 
the Stevens family with the news that they'd recovered the ambassador's journal. To CNN's 
request to report on its contents, the family member responded in the negative. 

The Stevens family wanted State's help, so Reines got in touch with a Stevens family member 
who confirmed the story for him. Now Reines wanted to chat with CNN, so he e-mailed the woman 
- CNN staffer Meredith Edwards- who'd reportedly contacted the Stevens family. No. reply. 
Next on the ·list was Mark Whitaker, a ranking CNN news executive. Reines asked Whitaker 
whether the story he'd heard was accurate. Whitaker confirmed the gist of things but wasn't 
forthcoming, recalls Reines : "He was clearly sheepish and defensive from the beginning," says 
Reines ... He said, 'We're talking to our lawyers .' And I said, 'Mark, if you're talking to 
your lawyers, then you know you're on shaky ground."' · 

That call was merely a prelude to more calls. Later that Friday, Reines chatted with Richard 
Griffiths, a key CNN ~ditorial official who confirmed possession of the Stevens diary and · 
explained that the late ambassador had procured it in Stockholm and had started writing in 'it 
on his last holiday. Reines discussed getting Griffiths on the line with the Stevens family 
to hash out the affair. Griffiths then told Reines how he-'d pitch the family: That the 
jo~rnal provided a beautiful window into Stevens,s character and dedication to his work and 
that they'd like permission to go ahead and use it on air. 

In a subsequent conference call with the family and State officials, CNN's Griffiths 
((regurgitated" the script, Reines says. The family member listened and said no. Reines : "The 
family member thoughtfully and clearly told Griffiths that this was Chris's personal property 
and that they believed it was their personal property . now, that they want~d it back and that 
they would not ~ake any other decisions about itu until they reviewed it . There wasn't an 
insistence that they'd never bless· its use, nor an indication that they would - just a 
preference that they jointly take a look at the contents before making any decisions • 

. Griffiths asked if the family would be okay with CNN at least saying that it had recovered 
the journal on the site of the attacks and had returned it to the family. Family member: No. 

After that rejection, Griffiths told the Stevens family member that CNN had transcribed the 
diary and could pass it along in e-mail format . The family member declined to share an e~mail 
address,·so the parties agreed that Griffiths would send the text to Reines, who would then 
forward it on to the Stevens family. Reines fulfilled his middleman role and says he has 
never glimpsed at the contents of the e-mail; nor has any State Department official had 
access to it, he says. 

One clear takeaway from the conference call_, says Reines, is CNN's standing on the question 
of family deference. It was absolute, he says - Griffiths stated that the network would honor 
the wishes of the family not to mention the journal on air. "There was no other caveat or 
asterisk," says Reines, whose account was corroborated by two other State Department sources 
who overheard the conference call. 

The next step was arranging for Damon to pass the journal along to an Italian diplomat so 
that it could be delivered back to the family. 11The first order of business was getting this 
out of CNN's hands , given their behavior and their insensitive interactions with the family,» 
.says Reines. 
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Things were quiet until the following week, when Cooper began what Reines called ... breathlessn 
coverage alleging that· Stevens believed·: he was on an.-al-Qaeda hit list. That information., in 
Cooper's · wordiJg,, was ·based. ·on ·an anonymous source. "'They constructed· so~ething that allowed 
the!Jl to· satisfy their· minimal journal:lstic standards to ·break· the.ir pledge to the f~mily, '' 
says Reines . I . · · · 
The network dfffers, saying that it had "multiple sourcesn for that information. 610ut of 

. respect to the ~~amily, we have not quoted from or. shown the journal,.''. says a CN~ stateJ!Ient . 

. . C~N never apprised anyone in the Stevens family of its plans to mention the. journal on air., 
. . says Reines., tfiough a CNN source insists that the netwo·rk :tried many times to rea·c~ the · 

family· after the Sept. 14 conference call, ••to no avail." in its stateme'nt, CNN gives this 
exp~anation foJ diScussing the item .on air: 

The .reason CNN ultimately reported Frid~y on the existence of the journ~l was because leaks 
to· media orga~izations incorrectly ·suggested CNN had not quickly return~d the journal, ~hich 

we .did. . · .. 1 · . . . . . ; ·. . 

Odd bit of ~easoning: Did CNN run some material because someone had .apparently peddled false 
rumors to othe~ news outlets? The Wal~ Street Journal, says Rein~s., was ipokin& around at. this 
story, asking £NN if it was true that it had come -into possession of the Stevens journal. . 
'(The Wall . Stre~t· .Journal declined to commen~ on the matter}.. . . 

1'fCNN's] expla~ation for breaking their promise to the ambassado~' s fam~ly is. that .someone 
was le·aking· on !them, rather than any kit:~d. of responsibility to their own standards·.,'' says· 

· Reines. ·urhat 'is hardly a profile in courage." Aside from .-this non-conside~atl.on, says . 
Reines, CNN's Jditorial formulations didn't change 'from the moment it sP,oke with the fa~ily 
to the ~ime th;lt it apprised ·its viewers 'of the .journal. ~'The only thing that changed was .· 
their ·integritY .. " say~ Reines ~ · · . 

Any fair a~c~~~ting 'of this di;pute must .start with an endorsement of CNN's industri~usne~s. 
That ·a reporter from the network got to the scene and fetched .an item t~at no one else had · 
foun~· speaks w+~l of CNN and its ~ommitment to international reporting.·rf .CNN ·hadn't been ~ri 
the ground, after all, the Stevens. family may never.· have recovered the journal. That a news 
organization, and no~ a u.s. governnient ·entity, scored the journal speaks ill .of the latter. I . . . . ... 

• . . I • . 
· From there, th~ story gets more complicated. Journals enjoy an exalted con~ of privacy .among 
civilized· people: Hands off. . . 

. 1 
·.· . That cone shatters, of course, when we're talking about the writings of. an ?mbass_ad.or who's 

been killed in I a high-profile attack in a volatile foreign co.untry. Ref~ections . and . . 
inf9rmation in the journal may be of immediate public in~erest, an imperativ.e that steamroils . 
any consid~rat}ons about privacy . Not only was CNN right to read and co'py the journal, but · 
also· it· was opligated by its newsgathering mission to do so. . . . . ,. . . . . 
Judging from the. record, it's clear that the journal was instrumental i.n CNW s, We:dnesday· 
·night story abbut Ambassador .Steve·ns and the· al-Qaeda angle. That. piece was .. ·unflattering to 

· the interes~s . ?f the State Department, which, . after all:., is entrusted· w,ith protecting it_s . ... 
: personnel -_over~eas. Is that why. State is so up'set over thiS matter? Not at a~l, says Reines: . 
·~~The rea'ctfon ~hat ~hey are -getting [from State] · is in response to ~he~r .1ying to tQe 
family.," said Reines. As ·to - th~ underlying story · about how effectively ·;s.tate protect.ed its 
people, Reines.! responds, .. Questions about what happened are legitimate ,and are being asked. 
and are being reviewed.~~ . · · · . ·. · . · · · 

·N~w~ on to howiCNN handled the family of the late ambassador. The ne~work appeared to be 
·· leading from behind when it asked for p_ermission to use the journal in'·its broadcasts 7 an 
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approach ·. that ~uggests that the: family .had veto rights over the material!~ A. m~re ~eadstrong . 
n~w.s organiz~tion woul,d have politely told the family th~t it. had recovered th.is personal 

. effect·, : ~ad rehewe'd it' ·and ·\ilas inclined to ' use ~he' ·material. Had the . f~mily objected, . CNN· . 
could ~ave ·responded that . t t would take its. wishes· into ·cons'ideratiori ·but ·wQuld issue no · 

l . ' ' . .· •. • . . ' '. . . . .. 

guarant~es.: Say~ ·Reines: "If they· had. Mirandized the family in .that phone call: •. .• I· would '· . 
say I _ d~sa$ree j ·and I p~_obably would appeal, but ~~ the end C?f the ' day I jwo~ld. 'disp~~_age them · 
to my colleagu~s ~nd would .say the media sucks and ·here~s another ~xarnple, 'but I wouldn't 
ma~e an argument to them on the law., · · · · 

### . . . '::· t. ·.. . . . . . 
This ·· e -mail, .. a~d any· file. tr.ansmitt.ed -with.' it, is confidential :and . int~·nded -~olely · for t.~e . · . 
use of: tl'le_ indfvidu_al or entity. to ·whom it is addressed .. . If you hav~ ,re~ei~e~ thi~ ~mail in:: , 

. error, please ~ontac~ the . sender .. a~d ~el~te the ·ema.il fr?m your sy~te!ll. ~~f.· you ~re . not the 
named addr~ss~e you should not ~1ssem1nate, distribute or copy th1s· em~1l. · 

. Form~~-~- in-~orlation on Age~c~· France-:Presse, plea~e visit· ou~ :-~eb site l'~t http:/I..Jww·~·afp •. c~~ -
·:'\ . . ) . ·. . . '. . ; . 
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From: 
Sent: 11:43AM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Ok thanks. As I : said our editors in Paris have pushed to do·a short story, so we used some of 
the comments you sent yesterday afternoon even though as you: say it is "stale" 

;;~jOri:inal "::::::-----
Sent. 1'10 Ody J s er 24' 2012 11:41 AM 

b6 
b7C 

To: Joanna BIDDLE 
Cc: Nicolas REVISE 
Subject: Re: CNN's Explanation(~) 

I will check on your first question 
. . 

OFF the record: on your second question, I am waiting to see what CNN does today before 
commenting further, so using what .I wrote yesterday or the day before is stale . If they 
change their tune today, I will react to that. 

From: 
Sent~=~~~~~~~~ 11:21 AM 
To: 
~~~~,-~--------~ 

b6 Pe r DOS, FBI 
. b7C Per FBI 

Apologies if I wasn't clear. CNN say they found the journal in the ruins of the compound 
several days after the attack. I realize that all the American staff had been evacuated, but 
was there any liaison with Libyan security partners to check whether any ·docuntents had been 
left behind? I realize the compound was temporary too. 

Further that, could you comment please on CNN's use of the diary? All shall we just use what 
you sent yesterday to everyone, thanks, Jo 

From:! l[mailto:reinesp@state.gov] 
-----Original Messa~:--- - - · 

Sent: Monday, Septem er 24, 2912 11:14 AM 
To: Joanna BIDD~E 
Cc: Nicolas REVISE 
Subject: Re: CNN's Explanation(s) 

Hi Joanna 

Confused by your question - swept when exactly and by who? I think you know fro. covering us 
and the daily briefings that the compound was under assault, they had to fight their way out 
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- while the s_~r~ctur,e was still fu.lly ablaze 
were evacuated to ·Tripoli. 

~nd .then-to the airport when al~ USG personnel 
.; 
I . I ... . 

Asi~e f~oni tha~, .· w~;~e ~lso made. clear that the compo~nd in 
therefore did~'t have a·ny perm.an~·rit: cla·s·sified processing. 

Benghazi wa·s temporary and 

----- Origina~ ·~ess~ge --~--~----------------~ 
From: Joanna BIDDlE _ (ma~lto~ 
sent·: Monda se tember ~4., "-2~a"::"l=-2~e~9::-:-::e~s-AM':':':" ____ _.. 

'ro:~-=---=----==:-~~--L---------, 

·, 
b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

,: Cc:. Nicolas R~VI~.E L,.-....,....-__,.-~~----~ 

::~·::.::~ r· s Ex,lanation(s) " 

~~t up at ;CGI; for. the . . Secretary's remarks this . morning. I ' m .af~aid o~r: editors want us .. ·to 
. · write ~omething on ~NN·' s release of ambassador Stevens's ~iary, . ·which so far we hadn't . .· . 

. . · written_ about~j"Could you please let us h~ve eithe~ your · ~rigina( statem¢nt·, or a _.new one with 
: . . ·a reaction to '·CNN.'s -allegations about "shooting :'the mes.senger." Further; to::- that.1;here iS an 
. 'issue a~out· ho~ they were 'able to get hold of ft diary; .. ·when · s~rely thel Benghazi . mission 

,·:should ·have be~n carefully. swept in.·~ case ar:1y ·classified 'document;s .had surviv~d tt:te. fire • .-What 
·. are your comrnehts ·on that issue? · · · ·· · '1 ·· •. ,.. ·: · · · 

Thanks so muchl .. :J~ .: ~· . . I 

I 

3, 2012 4:ee PM 

All -

· Excuse the intrusion on yo~~ Sunday,' but I~ve heard from more than half~ of you .. or ·the· media 
. I . . . . . ' 

outlets _you·represent asking:for reaction to CNN's atrocious behavior ip the handling of 
· Ambassador .. St~yens • s dia·ry, as · ol"iginally l"eported by_ ~ The Wall Street Jour.nal, and: expanded 

. .. . on ·by The Washington · Post just a little while ·ago. · _, . . . . . .. . I . . . . . 
. I· continue to hear from m·any .of· you stiU trying to comprehend why ·cNN did what they did,. so 
'I just want . to lhl'i n~ ev~ry.oriO up· to. _sp~ed. at o~ce. · ·, . . . . . . . ' ·. . 

. I also know·that to many of.you, th1s 1s· not s1mply a 'story'· as you. knew or:_worked with 
· Chris,. and find this· as dist~steful as eve~yone here a~ .State does. 

b6 
b7C 

. . ,. . .. I '· . . .. :· _, .... · .... : ·: . -~ . . . . . . . . . .. 
I'm m_ore .than .. tiappy to .. s·end.my ·existl,ng statement • . But I ~ant to wa~t -i~ CC:lse CNN issues . . 
another excuse Jof .the day in order to address if.. I'm s'truggling .. to keep ··up with t~em sinc.e 
they ~re clearly . having . a··hard time· settiing on a single credib.le .explanation that ·g~ts th~m ·· 

. o:f,f the ho.ok .fdr· lying to tf.le · family .. They' keep changing their. tune, ' is~ui~g inadequate, . ·. · 
confusing, and Jconflicting · explaf!~tions, off~ring four in· .. as many .. days, 1 some o.n air, sorne·.by · 

· paper. Even as. I type -i ~. m hearing they're trying on a new one for size, peddling that the 
.·. fam_~ly didn't · ~eally · unde_rst~nd wh~t. CNN . said ·to_ them: Never mind that-: there were five .: 

people . on the oall that CNN 1s cla1m1ng four people ·m~sunderstood. 

· . So on.~e ~.~e/'··~~~~ally get th~ir latest story ~traight.·_and . . s~ick to it, I'll. follow ' l!P with you· 
all.· · Not, suf"e· that will be anytime SOOf1 since i.t .' s clear they don·· t kn~w how. to explain; -let · :. 
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alone justify their actions. And I'm certainly not going to hold my breath until someone is 
held accountable. 

In the meantime, here is the Post story I mentioned above, you might find it helpful: 

CNN vs. the State Department: A Long Story By Erik Wemple The Washington Post Posted at 02:37 
PM ETI 09/23/2012 

CNN's Anderson Cooper on Wednesday night brought his viewers some big news about the fatal 
Sept. 11 attacks against the U~S. consulate and nearby annex in Benghazi, Libya. All manner 
of details on the provenance and circumstances of the assaults that claimed the lives of U.S. 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three others have been unclear or in dispute. So the 
information that CNN divulged found an eager audience. Here's Cooper: 

Now, you are looking at the scene just outside the consulate in Benghazi as a pro-American 
crowd tried to rush Ambassador Stevens, who was wounded, still alive, to the hospital. 
Tonight, [CNN) obtains exclusive information about the climate that led up to all of this. 

A source familiar with Ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months before his death, he 
talked about being worried about what he called ·the never-ending security threats 1 

specifically in Benghazi. The source [is] telling us that the ambassador specifically 
mentioned the rise in Islamic extremism, the growing al-Qaeda presence in Libya, and said 
that he was . on an al-Qaeda hit list. 

Exclusive, foreign, terrorism-related, breaking news - that's so CNN. The Web ate the story 
for breakfast and lunch the next day. On Friday night, Cooper returned to the topic of 
Stevens~ this time with more compelling stuff: 

The information for (Wednesday's] report, like all of CNN's reporting, was carefully vetted. 
Some of that i~formation was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and notified the family. 

At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we found newsworthy in 
the ambassador's writings . Our reporting followed up on what we found newsworthy, as I said, 
in the ambassador's writings. · 

Those are six very heavy sentences. And there's an extensive story behind them, as the Wall 
Street Journal and the Huffington Post reported on Saturday. The family of the late 
ambassador had requested that CNN not issue any reports based on the journal - or even 
reference its existence - before the family consented. CNN agreed to abide by the family's 
wishes, according to Philippe Reines, a State Dep-artment spokesman who listened in on a 
conference call between a CNN executive and a representative of the Stevens family. 

State and CNN have spent a good part of the weekend trading nasty words on the spat. The 
length of this State Department tract alone makes clear jus't how peeved its leadership is: 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when 
they finally did tell . them1 they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and ultimately 
broke their pledge made to them only hours after they witnessed the return to the Unites 
States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around R~u(_9379 
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newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the authorities? 

When a junior person at CNN called, ~hey didn't say, ~Hello, I know this is a terrible time, 
but I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They instead took the 
opportunity to ask the family 1f CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

. . 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing . But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family .to let them 
report on. the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, ~o they helpfully offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around, to put a rush on it for their own purposes. 

It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time in· the same call, 
that they wanted to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. 
Period. CNN finally heard their request enough times that they had to accept it, agreed to 
abide by the clear wishes of the stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary or even 
allude to its existence until hearing back from the family. 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. I guess four days was as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper. didn't even bother to ·offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its promise to the family. And· only did so after being contacted by a reporter 
asking about the diary and their convoluted sourcing. 

. . 
How do they justify that? They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud 
episode in CNN's history. I'm sure there are many good people in the CNN new~room equally 
appalled by this decision and wondering who above them authorized this course of action. 

And CNN: 

We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about the 
fears and w~rnings· of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
other U.S. personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State Department now 
attacking the messenger. 

In sum, an extraordinary disagreement between this country's foreign-policy shop and one of 
its more aggressive age·nts of foreign reportage. It all stems from the unique circumstances 
that unraveled on Sept. 11. The attacks on the consulate and annex were severe enough that 
the State Department evacuated all U.S. personnel from the compound, leaving, in effect, an 
unsecured crime scene. 

A full three days after the attack, CNN senior international correspondent Arwa Damon found 
Stevens' journal at the site of the Benghazi consulate, according to Reines. 

Reines found out ab.out. the journal not long after a. ureturn of remains" ceremony for 
Ambassador Stevens and the other victims at Andrews Air Force Base on Friday, Sept. 14. He 
received a call from State's protocol office alerting him that someone from CNN had called 
the Stevens family with the news that they'd recovered the ambassador#s journal. To CNN,s 
request to report on its contents, the family member responded in the negative. 

The Stevens family wanted State's help, so Reines got in touch with a Stevens family member 
who confirmed the story for him. Now Reines wanted to chat with CNN, so. he e-mailed the woman 
- CNN staffer Meredith Edwards - who'd reportedly contacted the Stevens family. No reply. 
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-~ext on the li~t was Mark .Whitaker, · a ranking CN~·news executiv~. · Re.ine~ asked Wh~itaker 
whether. the $tory he'd. heard .was accurate. Whitake~ confirmed the gist qf things ,·but wasn't 
forthcoming, r'ecalls Reines: "He was clearly sheepish and· defensiv·e 'fr~~ - the beginning_," says 
·Reines. "He sa~d, 1We, re ta_lking to our lawyers.' And I said, 4'Mark, if :YOU1 re · talking to · 
your· lawyers, ~hen you kno~ you're on shaky ground."' .._ ~- . · .. · . 

That. call was· !'lerely a prelude to more calls. Later that Friday'· Reines 1chatted with ·.Richard 
Griffiths, ·a. key.CNN editorial . official who confi~med possession of the;stevens diary and 
explained that! the late ambassador had procured it in Stockholm and had :started writing in it 
on his .' last :holiday. Reines discussed getting ~riffiths on _the line with the Stevens family . . • I . .. . 
to ~a~.h .out the affair. · Griffiths. then told Reines how .he'd pitch. the f~mily: .That the 
jour.nal provid~d a beautiful window into Stevens's character and dedica~ion to his work and 

·that they'd li.ke permission ·to go ahead and use it ·on air. : , I . . . . . 
:rn ·.a ~ubsequerit conference call with the family and State officials, CNN's Griffiths 
iiregurgi:tated"!the script, Reines say~. The family member listened and ~aid no. Reines: (~he 
faniily member ~houghtfully ·and c.l~arly told. Griffiths that this was Chr,s"'s personal. property 
an~ that· they .believed it was their. pe_rsonal property now, that they ·waqted it back and_. ··that 
they. .would notlmake any o~he~ decisions about it" until they reviewed it. There wasn"'t an 

... insistence . that "they, d never bless its use:, · .nor an ind~d~tion that they :would - just · a 
• J • • 

· preference that they jointly take a look at the ·contents before making ~ny decisio~s. 

. ·GrH~fi~hs asker if the family wou.ld be okay with ~~N ·at least ·saying th~t it ~ad recovered · 
· :- 1;he journal onlthe site of the attacks and had returned it to the famil~. Family member: _No. 

· . After that .. rej~cticm, Griffiths told the Stevens family m~mber that CNN ;had transcribed the .; 
diary and co~l~ pas·s it along in e~mail format. The family member declined to share. an e-mail 
address, so thf parties agr~ed that Griffiths would send the text to Reines, who ·would then · 
forward it -on to the Stevens family. Reines fulfilled his middleman· rcHe and says he has 
n~ve~ glimpsed lat. the contents of the e-mail; nor .has any State Departm~nt official had 
~ccess to: it, · he says: · · · · 

1-·. : . 
One clear· takeaway from 'the conferenc~ call, says Reines, is CNN"·s standin~ . on "the . ques.tion · 
of family Oefe~ence. It .was -absolute, he says- Griffiths stated that t~e network would honor 
the -w~snes ~f ~he. faf!lilY not to mention. the journal on air. ~~here was 110 other ~aveat or 
aster1sk,"·say~ Reines, whose account was corroborated by two other State. oepart'!'ent sources 
who '·overheard the conference call. · . · 

-The .. :~ext . step··Ja~ arranging for Damon to pass the journal along to an Italian diplomat so 
.. I .. . . 

. that it could ~e delivered back to the family. "The first order of business was getting this 
out -of CNN's h~nds, given their behavior and their .insensitive interactions with the fami ly,» 
says Reines ; I · · · · . _ . · 

. Things were quJet unti~ the foli'owing we~k, .when Cooper ·began what Reines called ttbreathless» 
. coverage alleg~ng that Stevens believe~ he ~as on an al-Qaeda hit list. :That information, in 

Cooper'·s wordirtg, was based on an . anonymous source. uThey constructed sqmething that allowed· 
them to: satisfY~!' -their minimal journalistic standards· to break their pledge to the family.," 
·says Reines. 

I 

.. The network differs, saying that it had 4''multiple sources" for that information. ltout of 
·. respect · to the ramily-,· 'We have not quoted from or shown the journal/' says a CNN statement. 

' CNN never apprised .anyone in the Stevens family of its plans to mentiQn \he jour_nal on ai·r, 
say·s Reines, 1;hbugh a CNN source insists · that the network tried m?nY ·ti~~s to .re~ch the :- · 
fam~ly after th~ Sept. ·14 conference call, nto no avail.n In its statement, 'CNN gives· this 
.explanation fo~ discussing the item on air: 

1~3 
HRC~938 1 



The reason CNN ultimately reported Friday on the existence of the journal was because leaks 
to ~dia org~nizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which 
we did. 

Odd bit of reasoning: Did CNN run s~e material because someone had apparently peddled false 
rumors to other news outlets? The Wall Street Journal, says Reines, was poking around at this 
story, asking CNN if it was true that it had come into possession of the Stevens journal. 
(The Wall Str·eet Journal declined to comment on the matter). 

"[CNN's] explanation for breaking their promise to the ambassador's family is that someone 
was leaking on them, rather than any kind of responsibility to their own standards," says 
Reines. "That. is hardly a profile in courage." Aside from this non-consideration, says 
Reines, CNN's. editorial formulations didn't change from the moment it spoke with the family 
to the time that it apprised its viewers of the journal. urhe only thing that changed was 
their integrity," says Reines. · 

Any fair accounting of this dispute must start with an endorsement of CNN's industriousness. 
That a reporter from the network got to the scene and fetched an item that no one else had 
found speaks well of CNN and its commitment to international reporting. If CNN hadn't been on 
the .sround, after all, the Stevens family may never have recovered the -journal. That a news 
organization, and not a u.s. government entity, scored the journal speaks ill of the latter. 

From there, the story gets mare complicated~ Journals enjoy an ·exalted cone of privacy among 
civilized people: Hands off. 

That cone shatters, of course, when we're talking about the writings of an ambassador who's 
been killed in a high-profile attack in a volatile foreign country. Reflections and . 
information i~ the journal ~ay be of i~diate public interest, an imperative that steamrolls 
any considerations about privacy. Not only was CNN right to read and copy the journal, but 
also it was obligated by its newsgathering mission to do so. 

Judging from the record, it's clear that the .journal was instrumental in CNN's Wednesday 
night story about Ambassador Stevens and the al-Qaeda angle. That piece was unflattering to 
the interests of the State Department, which, after all, is entrusted with protecting its 
personnel overseas . Is that why State is ·so upset over this matter?~ Not at all, says Reines: 
crrhe reaction that they are getting [from State) is in response to their _lying to the · 
family," said .Reines. As to the underlying story about how effectively State protected its 
people, Reines responds, "Questions about what happened are legitimate· and ·are being asked 
and are being ' reviewed." 

Now, on to how CNN handled the family of the late ambassador . The network appeared to be 
leading from behind when it asked for permission to use the journal in its broadcasts - an 
approach that suggests that the family had veto rights over the material. A more headstrong 
news organization would have politely tqld the family that it had recovered thi.s personal 
effect, had reviewed it and was inclined to use the material. Had the family objected, . CNN 
could have responded that it would take its wishes into consideration but would issue no 
guarantees. Says Reines: ulf they had Mirand~zed the family in that phone call • ..• I would 
say I disagree and I probably would appeal, but at the end of the day r ·would disparage them 
to my .colleagues and would say the media sucks and here's another example, but I wouldn't 
make an argument to them on . the law." 

### 
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
~rror, please contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. 
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A.L.L :Eli IIITOR.l.lA.1'.I oN CONTAI1GD 
HE.REIH IS UNCLASSEIE.C 
DATE ll- 19-20 1 6 BY J76Jl8T80 NSICG ,. 

' I 

. From: 
Sent: ·· 
To: 

Benne~. · Charle·~ ~; 
Monday Se!l!etnf 24, 201210:4 -; I . . 

b6 Per DOS, FBI· 
b7C Per FBI . 

' 
Subject: . RE: Cl'fN Statement 

; . 

Story ran today · .. . ·.·, i 

.. .· . . . . . . . . . I 
http:/Jwww.nypost.com/p/news/local/diplo feared hit by gaeda· Q1rVp4tjPBlOR2Q700m24H 

. I 

regards, · 

.. · Fro'ml"""'·-:-=;:::-:-~~:':"":"':""~-==-=':"'":"-=-=-=--~' ,:.. ' .... ·b6 
· Sent: Sunday, Sep~mber 23, 2012 4:28 PM · ... b7C 
To: Bennett Charles· . 
_Subject: Re: CNN ~Statement 

. A couple of things: 
. . ' 
J • •• ·, •• ' ' • ' 

J'ni not certain what you're basing your statement of the s~urity situation being improved.·~ret~'i-sure t_he Post doesn't · 
have anyone o·n thr.ground to. say'ihat with their own reporting. When 1 watch ~et~orks th~t do h~ve ~eo pte ~·n the_ . :-. 
ground, as recenttY ·as yesterday they were reporting that there was.continued vrolence.lt dearly.-rernams dangerous. . . . .I . . . . . .. . . . . . . - .. : . : . . 
The FBI has sent a team to libya, and they will·be in Benghazi as the s~curity situation allows : . 

. .This assauh daim~ four American lives. It was ferocious with a lethality we have not had brOughtto be~r against o~r 
··diplomatic posts. ~he assault was sustained; with the structure on the compound ablaze: It was sim!lar.in ferocity to . 
what. our military installations sometlm.es face, and, even they_'re significant'd.efenses are br~ached. So the number one 
priority was to:preltent any further loss oflife: The US personnel on the ground had to fight their way out and t'o .the . 
airporuo be evacJated to Tripoli: · · · · · · 

. •' 

From: Bennett, ~aries [mantd b6 Per Dos, FBI 

~r· sunday ·Setiterber 23, 2012 04:1_2 _PM b7C Pe~ FBI 

Subject: RE: CNN Statement . . . r 

Did anyone ever abdr~ss what the diary was doing out there so long? If not,_does State have a statement on why it ~as 
left unsecured forlso long, even after the security situation improved? ' 

. ,. . . . . 

Fro~ 
.Sent:~S;:::-u=n-:;da=y-:-, o;:Se_,p~: t=-em::-;:-be:-:r-::2;::;3-, 2:::-:0::-:1'":::2-::2:""":: 3~6:-:P::rM-:-----...J b6 

b7C 
To: Bennett, Charles 

.: Subject: Re: CNN Statement . I . . . 
looks right. But..! t:hought it was 9/17 not 9/14 
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From: Bennett, Charles [!.!.;m~a!.!.lilt~d--------J 
~e· suowv. Seoterber 23, 2012 o2:32PM 

Subject: RE: CNN Statement 

OK. 
I this is it. Right? 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

A spokesman for the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, the nation~s top intelligence officials, 
said "actionable intelligence would have meant that we either saw or hea:rd something, through intelligence 
collection, that told us that a specific act was being planned or was imminent. As I have said, we are not aware 
of any actionable intelligence related to the attack in Benghazi." · 

. . . . 

Read more: http://www .foxnews.com/poli tics/20 12/09/14/di p1ornatic-western-posts-targeted-repeatedly-in
benghazi-in-run-up-to-deadly/#ixzz27JgmPI io 

http:ljwww.foxnews.com/politics/2012/Q9/14/diplomatic-westem-posts-targeted·reoeatedly-in-benghazi-in-run-up-to
deadty/ 

From1L-------~------------------~ 
Sent: Sunday, september 23, 2012 2:28 PM 
To: Bennett, Charles 
Subject: Re: CNN Statement 

Let me do this on background because I can't speak for other agencies - but last week, maybe Monday, the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence issued a statement that there was nothing like that. I'm paraphrasing. let me know if 
you can't find it and I'll track It down. 

From: Bennett, .Charles u[mUla:Wil~tdo!I. _________ _....J 

~e· sundav Seote,ber 23, 2012 o2:20 PM 

Subject: RE: CNN. Statement 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Understood. let me phrase the question this way: Did Ambassador Stevens ever express concerns about the security 
situation in Benghazi or being part of some· kind hit lis~? . 

b6 
b7C 

Fro~ 
Sent:~Sr:::u-:":n:-:;d-::ay7,--=Se~pt=-=e=m:-;:be-:-r~2::;-:3..-,"":;2:-,r:O":"'l2...-.:-2~: 1~9..,.P~M..-----l 

b6 
b7C 

To: Bennett, Chari~ 
Subject: Re: CNN Statement 

To this moment we have no idea what's in the diary 

From: Bennett, Charles u[m.!.!la5!.!.i~ltg>:!Jo _______ ...J 

Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 02:18PM 
Tol I 
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Subject: RE: CNN Statement 

Received. Thanks. 
What about the contents of the diary? Did Stevens ever express his worries about the security situation in Benghaii or 
being include on a hit list to other State Dept officials? 

Regards, 

Chuck Bennett 
Reporter 
New York Post 

Froml 1· 
Sent:.,s~u;;:n~ar;:ay",.,se~p:.:.<tem;;;;'loeM;:r~23r-r-, ""'~2"0""12T""'T2'1T:Qmonp"J'IIM:r--_J 
To:Bennett,Charles. · 
~ubject: Re: CNN Statement 

Here you go- everything that follows is ON the record and attributable to me: . 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

b6 Per DOS 

b6 
b7C 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering to tell the family or anyone 
else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when they finally did Inform them, they completely ignored the 
wishes of the family, and ultimately broke their pledge, made to the Stevens family only hours after they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with three ot her Americans serving 
our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your newsroom for others to read, and orly when their curiosity is fully 
satisfied thinks to c;all the family or notify the authorities? · 

Then, someone who seems to be. a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. Setting aside the · 
question of why CNN didn't assign that obviously delicate call to someone more appropriate, that person .didn't say, 
'Hello, I know t/lis is a terrible time, I'm sorry for your loss. But I'm sure you want your son's diary! where do you want it 
sent?' They instead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, and those-at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the right thing. But not 
before they took another shot at convincing the family to let them re~ort on the contents. A family member made it 
crystal dear directly to CNN that they wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that 
wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they graciously offered to send the family the transcript they'd already made and passed 

·around internally, to put a rush on the family for their own purposes. 

CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 
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.. 

. . . I . . . . ... .... . . 
It was then o:~a~e c;lear to CNN yet again that they wanted to look at it privately, together·.as ~family before making any 

· decisions. Perio.d. CNN finally accepted' what they were hearing, agreed to ~bide by the clear wishes of the. Stevens · 
. family, and pl~~ge~·not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until hearing back f rom th~ family t o grant thei~ 
permission. · 

. \ .. 
, ... ..... 

. •.· : ,. ! ·<. ·. . . 
+ , : · : • • 

. · From : · sen~ett, ~harles [mailtol 
sent: Slinday,:.septembe.:..!.r :.::=23::.:.:~""'2"":0-1_2_1_2_:5_3_P_M-:-. __ ___. 

To~ I · .. . 
.. :· I .. ·:· 

I. 115 
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Subject: CNN Statement 

Hi L.l __ _,~an you please send me the statement RE CNN and the late Ambassador Steven's diary. 

Thanks, 

Chuck Bennett 
Reporter 
New York Post 

116 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS 
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From: 
Sent: 

Joanna BIDDLEI"'!"-=-:--~~~=-==-=---...1 

1 

:~n:day :•al•:1r24~ 2012 9.03 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: n erson s rep y . 

Evenin~lo..-----l 

So you earlier said you wanted to see if there was a response from CNN today before sending an updated response. 
Anderson Cooper has just made this statement on 360 and then had a discussion with Fran Townsend and an ex-CIA 
person about the security implications of a reporter being able to ·find the diary. And whether an FBI crime scene has 
been compromised by having reporters walking around it. 

Could you respond to Cooper's assertion$ that CNN was raising legitimate questions about the security implications for 
the United States? Did you manage to get a response to my earlier question on whether the Libyan security forces were 
asked to secure the ruins of the compound? And do you wish to make any comment on the now very public email 

stream betweenj jbuzzfeed correspondent Michael Hastings? Thanks, Jo . . 

note-Anderson 

NEW YORK, 24/09/2012 - 2026 • 

No-one likes to be called disgusting, particularly by a spokesperson of the United States State department. We do 
invite you and them to hold us to the same standards that we try every night to hold ourselves. 

Out of respect for his family we have not quoted fr.om his journal, not once. 

It was not emailed around the newsroom as the US State Department spokesman said it was. And remember-CNN 
discovered the journal three days after the assault. Arwa Darmon, one of the best war correspondents I've ever worked 
with, who has reported for years at great personal risk to herself, discovered the journal. Why was the journal 
significant? At the time that CNN the Obama administration was still downplaying the possibility that this was a 
deliberate terrorist attack. 

Even at the early stage, many in the foreign policy global security community doubted that explanation. The journal 
certainly raises questions about that. ~either 360 nor CNN rushed to air with details from the journal. We didn't publicly 
announce we had found it, and within hours of finding it we informed the family of ambassador stevens. 

CNN did not publicly announce we had found it out of respect for the family. Instead· as CNN does with every story, our 
correspondents and our producer sought as many sources as we could find. And in fact we found three other sources. 

Throughout all o.f this we have tried to minimize the anguish the ambassador's family is obviously feeling balanced 
against the journalistic duty to inform. 

Ambassador Stevens held a very prominent and public position, and as a news organization it's our job to.inform you 
of information that's important. 

This was not broadcasting gossip from the pages of someone's diary, this was not reporting salacious details of 
someone's private life. This was reporting information that could impact the national security of the United States, and 
the safety of US installations in other countries. 

1 HRC-9389 
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We'~e just learned for instance that the US niis.sion in B~nghazi was op~rating ~-nde; a se¢urity. waiver af the t ime of : 
:the att~ck, T.h~t :means .that typical secu'rity standards:.did not apply I mainly. b~cause the compound was ten:' pora,ry in 
nature. We. don'tyet know. who made that decision, or who was in on it. · . · . . , · . I . . . . - . . I ... 

. . . I 
·But we (jo think that people need to know where the process-broke down, if ~t .broke do~n. We think you need to 

know what hap~ened to US person~el in· Benghazi. . . . ·. . ; . 
.... . . ' 

. , ·.· . 
·· end 

. ·• .· . • . . I . . . . I . : 

· . : This e-mail, and any -file transmitted with 'it, is copfidential ari~ intended ·solely for tJ.le use of the individual or 
entity to whom !it is addre~sed; If you have received this email iri erro~, please-~ntac't th.e sender and de_l~te the.· 

. email .from yout system. -If you are not the named addressee you shou~d notdissemlriate, dis~bute. or copy ~s . , . . . I . . . . 
e~~L · _..: · 

, .Fot·more inf~nnation on Agence Fran,ce-Presse, please visit our web ·site',at hnP:Ii~.afp:com · 
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From: 
Sent: 
·To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

HiJo 

Lots to address: 

r: Seo:mbf:r 24 20r 942 PM 

e: n erson s reply 

ALL F.BI IHFORl·U.'fiON CCHTA.INEC 
HLREIN IS Ul:JCL..~SIFIE.D 

DATE 11-1 9 -20 16 BY .176J18i80 NSI CG 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

As to Anderson Cooper, the most important lesson I've learned this weekend is to stop watching lV. 

But to your larger question, I've said many things over the last few days about CNN. Much of it not very nice. But not 
one word was questioning anyone's right to ask questions. There are certainly questions to be answered. We've said 
that many times. And there's nobody who wants those answers more than the everyone at the State Department who 
worked with, knew, loved Chris, and are grieving over his death, and for t he three Americans killed that night. 

So the State Department is the first to ask those important questions, led by Tom Pickering. The FBI is obviously 
investigating what happened, as are others parts of the USG. And the media plays a part in looking for answers too. 
Nobody's taking issue with that. What we, I, took issue with, was simple: the network asked the family for permission to 
report what CNN read in the diary, and the family said no. CNN should not have asked a question they didn't want the 
answer to. And should not have made a promise they could not keep. If they believed the contents compelled them to 
report on them, then they should have simply explained that to the family that very first day. Not see their consent. AFP 
w ould not have handled the situation this way. You either would have made an immediate editorial judgment that the 
contents required being made public, or you would have decided that you could only do so if the family agreed. If AFP 
chose the Jatter, you wouldn't 7 days later shift to the former. Makes no sense. The content didn't change from the 
moment they first read the diary on 9/14 until9/19 when they started to report on it. 

So none of this has anything to do with the contents, whatever the diary says. That's conveniently what some are 
contending. But that contention doesn!t make sense. As they later admitted, CNN was reporting on the contents of the 
diary beginning on Wednesday the 19th. For the next 48 hours they repeated their reporting over and over again. We 
didn't say a peep. Nobody in the USG did. That only changed on Friday night when Cooper finally acknowledged they 
w ere using the diary. To be honest, my first thought was~ Oh, 1 guess the family granted their consent -.because 
otherwise this dOesn't make any sense. And I noted t hat his statement didn't say anything about the family at all. 

I was confused so I asked the family if they had said OK to CNN,· and they said they hadn't had any contact with CNN 
since the original conversation on 9/l4. 

So given the promise made to the family on the 14th, what they did on the 21st was just wrong. Pia in o td wrong. 

One can debate joumtllistic ethics and responsibilities and balancing privacy w ith the obligat ions to the public. But that's 
not what this was. This was CNN promising something to a family, and then they broke that promise. That was the point 
in time and the reason for what's happened over the last 48 hours. 

On the compound, yes- after the at tack we asked t he Libyans to secure the site since there were no USG personnel 
remaining in Benghazi to do so. It is not entirely clear if 't hat happened or when. Obviously it was not secured when CNN 
went to t he· site of the attack. 

As for my email exchange, it speaks L . . tself. 
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Hope this all helps and hope you're having fun UNGAing. 

From: Joanna BIDDLE [mailtol~-------...1 
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2012 09:02 PM 

~j I 
Subject: Anderson's reply 

Evening,_ __ __. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

So you earlier said you wanted to see if there was a response from CNN today before sending an updated response. 
Anderson Cooper has just made this statement on 360 and then had a discussion with Fran Townsend and an ex-CIA 
person about the security implications of a reporter being able to find the diary. And whether an FBI crime scene has 
been compromised by having reporters walking around! it. 

Could you respond to Coopers assertions that CNN was raising legitimate questions about the security implications for 
the United States? Did you manage to get a response to my earlier question on whether the Libyan security forces were 
asked to secure the ruins of the compound? And do you wish to make any comment on the now very public email 

b6 
b7C 

stream betwee9 lbuzzfeed correspondent Michael H~stings? Thanks, Jo b6 
b7C 

note-Anderson 

NEW YORK, 24/09/2012 - 2026-

No-one likes to be called disgusting, particularly by a spokesperson of the u.nited States State department. We do 
invite you and them to hold us to the same standards that we try every night to hold ourselves. 

r 

Out of respect for his family we have not quoted from his journal, not once. 

It was not emailed around the newsroom as the US State Department spokesman said it was. And remember CNN 
discovered the journal three days after the assault. Arwa Oarmon, one of the best war correspondents I've ever worl:<ed 
with, who has reported for years at great personal risk to herself, discovered the journal. Why was the journal 
significant? At the time that CNN the Obama administration was still down playing the possibility that this was a 
deliberate terrorist attack. 

Even at the·early stage, many in the foreign policy global security community doubted that explanation. The journal 
certainly raises questions about that. Neither 350 nor CNN rushed to air with details from the journal. We didn't publicly 
announte we had found it, and within hours of finding it we informed the family of ambassador Stevens. 

CNN did not publicly announce we had found it out of respect for the family. Instead as CNN does with every story, our 
correspondents and our producer sought as many sources as we could find. And in fact we found three other sources. 

Throughout all of this we have tried to minimize the anguish the ambassador's family is obviously feeling balanced 
against the journalistic duty to inform. 

Ambassador Stevens held a very prominent and public position, and as a news organization it's our job to inform you 
of information that's important. 
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This was not broadcasting gossip from the pages of someone's diary, this was not reporting salacious details of 
someone's private life·. This was reporting information that could impact the national security of the United States, and 
the safety of US installations in othe.r countries. 

We've just learned for if"!stance that the US mission in. Benghazi was operating under a security waiver at the time of 
the attack. That means that typical security standards did not apply, mainly because the compound was temporary in 
nature. We don't yet know who made that decision, or who was in on it. · 

But we do think that people need to know where the process broke down, if it broke down. We think you need to 
know what happened to US personnel in Benghazi. 

end 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received ·this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are not the named addressee you should not ~is seminate, distribute or copy this 
email. 

For more infonnation on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
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From: 
·sent: 
To: 
Cc: . 
Subject: 

Many than 

Joanna BIDDL'-Iei.__~~~--~,..,....,,-----J 
Monday, September 24, 2012 9:49 PM 

I I · 
RE: Anderson's reply 

·.From~ 
Sent: ~M-=o=n:r.da::-y:-, ;:::-ser:p~te:--m-.-be---r ':"24':"'",-=2:-::::0":":12::-::-9 :-=4-::-2.-=P":":M:-----' 
To~ Joanna BIDDLE · . 
<;c~ .. I : · 
Subj~: R~: And~f'S()n's reply 

HiJo 

Lots to address: · 

. . i 
ALL fBI IHFORW:.TION CONTAINED 
REili: It.J IS UHCL.ASSI!IED 
DATE 11-13-20H BY J7t:Jl8'T80 NSICG 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. As to Anderson Cooper, the most important lesson I've learned this ~eekend is to stop watthing lV . 

b6 
b7C 

. :But to your Ia rge~ questioli,l 've said many th lngs over the last few da.vs about ~N N . . Mu~ of it not. ~e ry nice. But not · 
one.wo~d was quest,_oning· any~ne's right to ask questions. Ther~ are certainly qu~stions to

1
be answered. We've said .. 

that many .times. lAnd there's nobody who wants those answers more than th~ everyone af the State Department who 
:worked with, ·ht, k>ved Chris, and are grievlre. over his death, _and for t~e three Anl!'ricaf'· killed that night. · .. 

So the-St'ate. Department is the first to ask those important questions, led' by Tom Pickering. The FBI is obviously 
. . Investigating wha

1
t happene~. as are ott)ers P.arts of the USG. And the media plays a part·inilooidng for ans~ers too. . 

.. No body's taking i~sue with that, What we, 1, took·issue with, was simple: the network asked the family for permission.to· 
. . I . ' . . I ' ' . I 

.report what CNN{ ead in t~ diary, and tl"!e family said no. CNN should no.t have as.ked a .qu~sti_on theydidn'-t want th~ 
answer to. And should.not have·made a promise they could not l<eep. lf they believed the contents compelled th~m to 

. . I . . . • 

report on them, then they should have simply explained that to the family that very first day. Not see their consent. AFP 
would not ha've h~ndled t"e situation this way . .You either would have made an immediate' editorial judgment that-the 

_conte~t~ ~equire~ being mqde public, ~·r you ~o.~ld have deci.de'd.that yo~ could '?nly do s~_if ~he f~mily agreed. If AFP· 
chose the.!atter,·you wouldn't 7 days later shtft to the former. Makes no sense. The content dtdn't change from the. 

I • • . I . 

moment they first read the diary on 9/14 until9/19 when they started to' report on it. ' 

·S~ none of.this ~L ~nything.to do with the ~ontents, whateve; the diary says. That's convJniently what some are 
, · . I • · I 

conte.nding._ But that contention doesn't make sense. As they later. admit~ed, CNN was ret)orting ·~n the contents of the . 
diary beginning oh Wednesday the 19th." For the next 48 hours they repe~ted tlieir.reportihg over. and over again. We ·· 
didn't say a peep'J !'Jobody In the USG did. That only changed on Friday night when Coopeffinally acknowledg~d they -
were using the di~,Y. To be honest,-my first.thought was,.Oh, l guess the family granted th~ir consent~ because 
otherwise'this do~sn't make any sense. And 1 noted that his stater:nent di~n!t say anything ;about the family at all. 

I w~s· ~onfu~e·d sJ I ~sked the fa~ily if they h.ad said OK to CNN, ~nd they.said th~y had.n't had any contact with ·cNN 
·since the or!ginal conversation on 9/14. I l 

! 

S~ given the prom_ise·mad~ to the famlly on the 14th, what they did on t~e 21st was just ~rong. Plain old v.(rong .. 

One .can debate j~ u~nalistiC e;hici an.d respon.sibiliti~s and bala nci n.g_ priv~cy with the obli~ations to the public .. But tha t:s 
···not what this was. This was CNN promising something to a family, ·and then they broke th~t promise. That was the point 
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in time and the reason for what's happened over the last 48 hours. 

On the compound, yes~ after the attack we asked the Libyans to secure the site since there were no USG personnel 
remaining in Benghazi to do so. It is not entirely clear ·if that happened or when. Obviously it was not secured when CNN 
went to the site of the attack. 

As for my email exchange, it speaks for itself. 

Hope ·this all helps and hope you're having fun UNGAing. 
b6 
b7C 

Evenin~L----' 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

So you earlier said you wanted to see if there was a response from CNN today before sending an updated response. 
Anderson Cooper has just made this statement on 360 and then had a discussion with Fran Townsend and a.n ex-CIA 
person about the security implications of a reporter being able to find the diary. And whether. an FBI crime scene has 
been compromised by having reporters walking around it. 

Could you respond to Cooper's assertions that CNN .was raising legitimate questions about the security implications for · 
the United States? Did you manage to get a response to my earlier question on whether the Libyan security forces were 
asked to secure the ruins of the compound? And do you wish to make any comment on the now very public email 

stream betwee1 ruzzfeed correspondent Michael Hastings? Thanks, Jo . . · 

note-Anderson 

NEW YORK, 24/09/2012 - 2026 -

No-one likes to be called disgusting, particularly by a spokesperson of the United ~tates State department. We do 
invite you and them to hold us to the same standards that we try every night to hold ourselves. 

Out of respect for his family we have not quoted from his jo.urnal, not once . 

. 
It was not emailed around the newsroom as the US State Department spokesman said it was. And remember CNN 

discovered the journal three days after the assault. Arwa Darmon, one of the best war correspondents I've ever worked 
with, who has reported for years at great personal risk to herself, discovered the journal. Why was the journal 
significant? At the time that CNN the Obama administration was still downplaying the possibility that this was a 
deliberate terrorist attack. · 

Even at the early stage, many in the foreign policy global security community doubted that explanation. The journal 
certainly raises questions about that. Neither 360 nor CNN rushed to air with details from the journal. We didn't publicly 
announce we had found it, and within hours of finding it we informed the family of ambassador Stevens. 

HRC-9395 
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CNN did not publicly announce we had found it out of respect for the family. Instead as CNN does with every story, our 
correspondents and our producer sought as many so~rces as we could find. And in fact we found three other sources. 

Throughout all of this we· have tried to minimize the anguish the ambassador's family is obviously feeling balanced 
against the journalistic duty to inform. · 

Ambassador Stevens held a very prominent and. public position, and as a news organization it's our job to inform you 
of information that's important. 

This was not broadcasting gossip from the pages of someone's diary, this was not reporting salacious details of 
someone's private life. This was reporting information that could impact the national security of the United States, and 
the safety of US in'stallations in other countries. 

We've just learned for Instance that the US mission in Benghazi was operating under a security waiver at the time of 
the attack. That means that typical security standards did not apply, mainly because the compound was temporary In 
nature. We don't yet know who· made that decision, or who was in on it. 

But we do think that people need to know where the process broke down, if it broke down. We think you heed to 
know what happened to US personn~l in Benghazi. 

end 

Thls e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are not the named addressee you ·should not disseminate, distribute or copy this 
email. · 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
_entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are nQt the named addressee you should not dissemi_nate, distribute or copy this 
email. · 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
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;h. Ll FBI INTOR.I.£ATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS l..lNCLASSIFIEC 
CA'l'E 11-19-2016 BY J?£J18T80 NSICG 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

I I 
Monaay, September 24, 2012 9:52PM 

I I · 
Re: Anderson's reply 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I'm not a media watcher, but on background I'd note that Cooper's addressing the situation was only the 2nd time 
today, the first being Mark Whitaker at 8am. In between, CNN covered the Benghazi attack at least once every hour, but 
no mention of the diary. My point is that I believe that given the events of the weekend, they took a more sober 
approach to this issue. 

From: Joanna BIDDLE [malltoiL:~=-=-=--:-=-=-:-:----~ 
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2012 09:48 PM 

~~I I 
Subject: RE: Anderson's reply 

'Many thankiL.. __ ___.I' II use this very fully. Get some sle~p if possi.ble, Jo 

Fromf 
Sent: "rMOr::-::n~a~ay:-:-,""'se~Ptre~m~se=r~2n4r-, ... 2wo7'112~9~:4"2~""~p~~~"~M~-___. 

·To· J:n: Bl,llD..Lf 

~~l::e: ""~~J. re~ 
HiJo 

Lots to address: 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

As to Anderson Cooper, the most important lesson I've learned this weekend is to stop watching TV. 

But to your larger question, I've said many things over the last few days about CNN. M'uch of it not very nice. But not 
one word was _questioning anyone's right ~o ask questions. There are certainly questions to be answered. We've said 
that many times. And there's nobody who wants those answers more than the everyone at the State Department who 
worked with, kne~, loved Chris, and are grieving over his death, and for the three Americans killed that night. 

b6 
b7C 

So the State Depa~ment is the first to ask those important questions, led by Tom Pickering. The FBI is obviously 
investigating what happened, as are others parts of the USG. And the .media plays a part in looking for answers too. 
Nobody's taking issue with that. What we, I, took issue with, was simple: the network asked the family for permission to 
report what CNN read in t he diary, and the family said no. CNN should not have asked a question•they didn't want the 
answer to. And should not have made a promise they could not keep. If they believed the contents compelled them to 
report on them, then they should have simply explained that to the family that very first day. Not see their consent. AFP 
would not have handled the situation this way. You either would have made an immediate editorial judgment that the 
contents required being made public, or you would have decided that you could only do so if the family agreed. If AFP 
chose the latter, you wouldn't 7 days later shift to the former. Makes no sense. The content didn't change from the 
moment they first read the diary_ on 9/14 until9/19 when they started to report on it. 

So none of this has anything to-do with the contents, whatever the diary says. That's conveniently what some are 
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contending. But that contention doesn't make sense. As 'they later admitted, CNN was reporting on the contents of the 
diary beginning 6n Wednesday the 19th. For the next 48 hours they repeated their reporting over and over again. We 
didn't say a peep. Nobody in the USG did. That only changed on Friday night when Cooper finally acknowledged they 
were using the diary. To be honest, my first thought was, Oh, I guess the family granted their consent- because 
otherwise this doesn't make any sense. And I noted that his statement didn't say anything about the family at all. 

I was confused so I asked the family if they had said OK to CNN, and they said they hadn't had any contact with CNN 
since the original conversation on 9/14. 

So given the promise made to the family on the 14th, what they did on the 21st was just wrong. Plain old w rong . 
• 

One can debate journalistic ethics and responsibilities and balancing privacy w ith the obligations to the public. But that's 
not what this was. This was CNN promising something to a family, and then they broke that promise. That was the point 
in time and the reason for what's happened over the last 48 hours. 

On the compound, yes- after the attack we asked the libyans to secure the site since there were no USG personnel 
remaining in Benghazi to do so. It is not entirely dear if that happened or when. Obviously it was not secured when CNN 
went to the site of the attack. 

As for my email exchange, it speaks for itself. 

Hope this all helps and hope you're having fun UNGAing. 

From: Joanna BIDDLE [~m=a=::il"':"td~~~~~~--_J 
sent: MondayJ september 24, 2012 09:02PM 

Toj I 
~b)ect: Anaerson's reply 

Evenin~L.-----1 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

So you earlier said you wanted to see if there was a response from CNN today before sending an updated response. 
Anderson Cooper has just mad~ this statement on 360 and then had a discussion with Fran Townsend and an ex-CIA 
person about the security implications of a reporter being able to fi~d the diary. And whether an FBI crime scene has 
been compromised by having reporters walking around it. 

Could you respond to Cooper's assertions that CNN was raising legitimate questions about the security implications for 
the United States? Did you manage to get a response to my earlier question on whether the libyan security forces were 
asked to secure fbe-win;of the compound? And do you wish to make any comment on the now very public email 
stream betweerL__Jbuzzfeed correspondent Michael Hastings? Thanks, Jo 

note-Anderson 

NEW YORK, 24/09/2012 - 2026 -

No-one likes to be called disgusting, particularly by a spokesperson of the United States State department. We do 
invite you and them to hold us to the same standards that w e try every night to hold ourselves. 

HRC-9398 
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Out of respect for his family we have ·not quoted from his journal, not once. 
. . 

• • t , I . . 
It was not emailed arbund·the newsroom· as the ·us State Department spokesman said it was. And re·member CNN 

· · I · · · · · ; 
discovere~ the j9urnal three days after the assault. Arwa Darmon, one of the best war corr~spondents I've ever worked 
with, who has reported for years at great personal risk to herself, discovered .the journal. Why was the journal 

I . . I • • • 

significant? At th~ time that CNN the Obama administration was still downplaying the possi~ility that this was a 
· deliberate terrorist attack · 

I. ! 

Even at the early stage; many in the foreign policy global security commu~ity doubted that .explanation. The journal 

certainly raises qyestio~s .about that. Neither 360. nor CNN rushed to air with details froni t~e journai. .We didn't publicly . 
announce we had found ·it, and within hours of finding it we informed the family of ambassador Stevens. 

CNN did not pj;i~IY. announce we had found it out of respect for the family. Instead as C~N does with every story, our 
I . . . . 

.. c~_rrespondents .,Td our producer so~ght as many sources as we could fi~d . And in fact we ~und thre~ other sources. . 

Throughout all of this we have tried to minir:nize the anguish the ambassador's family is obviously feeling balanced 
against the journ~listi.c duty to inform. · · · · ' 

. Amba~ador St~enS ..;~ a very prominent and pUblic position, and as a '!lews organizatio~ . it's our job to Inform you 
of information that's Important. . . I . 
· This was not'bro~dcasting gossip ·from the pages of someone's diar{, this was not reporting salacious details of . 

. someone's .private1:1ife. This was reporting information that could impact the national securiWof the u'nited St~tes, and 
the safety of US in~tallations.in other countries. .' · · · 

1 
• · 

. ·.We've just lea~~L for·instance t~at the us mission in Benghazi was op~rating under a security.waiverat the time of 
'the attack. That m~ans.that typical security standards did not apply, ~·ainly be.cause the compound was te.mporary in . 
nature. we don't y

1et khow who made that deci~ion, or who was in o·l'! it. 1 
· · . . l . . . . . 

. ' . . • . I . 

· But :we do think t~at people need to know where the process broke down, if it broke down. We think you need to 
.know what happen~d to ·us personne! in Benghazi. · · : ' · · 

end 
I .. 

. I 

. T,his e-mail, and.apy file. transmitted with it, is confidential and iqten~ed .solely forth~ .use of the individual or 
entity to whom it.is ·addressed. If you have received this email .in error, please contact the sender and delete the . 
email .. from yo~ s}rste~. if you ar~ not the named addressee you shoul.d not dissemina~e, distribute or copy this. ·. 
emai~. . . I · · : · · · . ' . · . · . . 

For ·ni9re information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our .web site at http://www.afp.com 

This ~mail, .:.,d ly file transDlitted with it; is confidential and in !,ended solei y for th~ use of the .u;di vidual Or · ·. 
entity to whom' it ls addressed. If you have ~~ived this email in error,.please contact ~e sender and· delete the ·. 
email from your·s~stem. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this 
email. · ·· I ·. ·' · . · · 

... for more information 011 Agence France-Presse, pleas~ visit ou.r web site at http://WW\Y.afp.com 
. . l 
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ALL FBI IMFCRlrA'TI OH COl•TT'AIHED 
3E:RE IH I S TJNC LASS I FrED 
DA'T'E 11-19-2 0 16 BY J 7 6J 18T80 ~fSIC'G 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Joanna BIDDLB 
M:oday Septem""':b:-e~r--=2::-.4-, ~20~1:-::2:-1::-:0~:':"'14~P:r:M:----' 

I__ ~ I 
R : Anderson s reply . 

OK back on SUMW for your subbing 

From:! 
sent: ·~M:-:o-=nd7a::":"y~, ~se:::·p:-:-te--m'""'be~r-:::2::.-4-, 2:::-::0:-:::1~2-::9:-:4-:-::2='"'P:::M~-----l 

ec:l I 
To: Joanna BIDD~E . 

Subject: Re: An erson's reply 

HiJo 

lots to address: 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

As to Anderson Cooper, the most important lesson I've learned this weekend is to stop watching TV. 

But to your larger question, I've said many things over the last few days about CNN. Much of it not very nice. But not 
one word was questioning anyone's right to ask quest.ions. There are certainly questions to be answered. We've said 
that many times. And there's nobody who wants those answers more than the everyone at the State Department who 
worked with, knew, loved Chris, and are grieving over his death, and for the three Americans killed that night. 

b6 
b7C 

So the State Department is the· first to ask those important questions, led by Tom Pickering, The FBI is obviously 
investigating what happened, as are others. parts of the USG. And the media plays a part in looking for answers too. 
Nobody's taking issue with that. What we, I, took issue with, was simple: the network asked the family for permission to 
report what CNN read in the diary; and the family ·said no. CNN should not have asked a que~tion they didn't want the 
answer to. And should not have made a promise they could not keep. If they believed the contents compelled them to 
report on them, then they should have simply explained that to the family that very first day. Not see their consent. AFP 
would not have handled the situation this way. You either would have made an immediate editorial judgment that the 
contents required being made public, or you would have decided that you could only do so if the family agreed. If AFP 
chose the latter, you WOl;lldn't.7 days later shift to the former. Makes no sense: The content didn't change from the 
moment they first read the diary on 9/14 until 9/19 when they started to report on it. 

So none of this has anything to do with the contents; whatever the diary says. That's conveniently what some are 
contending. But that contention doesn't make sense. As they later admitted, CNN was reporting on the contents of the 
diary beginning on Wednesday the 19th. For the next 48 hours they repeated their reporting over and over again. We 
didn't say a peep. Nobody in the USG did. That only changed on Friday night when Cooper finally acknowledged they 
were using the diary. To be honest, my first thought was, Oh, I guess the family granted their consent- because 
otherwise this doesn't make any sense. And 1 noted that his statement didn't say anything about the family at all. 

I was confused so I asked the family if they hac1 5'-' i OK to CNN, and they said they hadn't had any contact with CNN 
since the original conversation on 9/14. 

So given the promise made to the family on the _ .~th, v • . ...:. . ... ,!y did on the 21st was just wrong. Plain old wrong. 

One can debate journalistic ethics and responsibilities and balancing privacy with the obligations to the public. But that's 
not what this was. This was CNN promising something to a family, and then they broke that promise. That was tbe point 

in time and the reason for what's happened over the last 48 hours. HRC-9400 
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On the compound, yes- after the attack we asked the Libyans to secure the site since there w ere no USG personnel 
remaining in Benghazi to do so. It is not entirelyclea·r if that happened or when. Obviously it was not secured when CNN 
went to the site of the attack. · 

As for my email exchange, it speaks for itself. 

Hope this all helps and hope you're having fun UNGAing. 

From: Joanna BIDDLE lit 
Sent: Monday, 5eptem!:'"be~r":;2::'4,~2~0~1-:::-2-:::0::::-9-:::: :-:::-2-:::P::-:M:-----..J 

~ I 
Subject: Anderson's reply 

E~enin~~------l 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI · 

So you earlier said you·wanted to see if there was a response from CNN today before sending an updated response. 
Anderson Cooper has just made this statement on 360 and then had a discussion with Fran Townsend and an ex-CtA 
person about the security implications of a reporter being able to find the diary. And whether an FBI crime scene has 
been compromised by having reporters walking around it. 

Could you respond to Cooper's assertions that CNN was raising legitimate questions about the security implicati.ons for 
the United States? Did you manage to get a response to my earlier question on whether the libyan security forces were 
asked to secure the ruins of the compound? And do you wish to make any comment on the now very public email 
stream betwee1 ~uzzfeed correspondent Michael Hastings? Thanks, Jo 

note-Anderson 

NEW YORK. 24/09/2012 - 2026 -

No-one likes to be called disgusting, ·particularly by a spokesperson of the United States State department. We do · 
invite you and them to hold us to the same standards that we try every night to hold ourselves. 

Out of respect for his family we have not quoted from his journal, not once. 

It was not emailed around the newsroom as the US State Department spokesman said it was. And remember CNN 
discovered the journal three days after the assault. Arwa Darmon, one of the best war correspondents I've ever worked 
with, who has reported for years at great personal risk to herself, d iscovered the journal. Why was the journal 
significant? At the, time that CNN the Obama administration was still downplaying the possibility that this was a 
deliberate terrorist attack. 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

Even at the early stage, many in the foreign policy global security community doubted that explanation. The journal 
certainly raises questions about that. Neither 360 nor CNN rushed to air with details from the journal. We didn't publicly 
announce we had found it, and within hours of finding it we informed the family of ambassador Stevens. 

HRC-9401 
2 



CNN did not publicly announce we had found it out of respect for the family. Instead as CNN does with every story, our 
correspondents and our producer sought as many sources as we could find. And in fact we found three other sources. 

Throughout all of this we have tried to minimize the anguish the ambassador's family is obviously feeling balanced 
against the journalistic duty to inform. 

Ambassador Stevens held a very prominent and public position, and as a news organization it's our job to inform you 
of information that's important. 

This was not br:oadcasting gossip from the pages of someone's diary, this was not reporting salacious details of 
someone's private life. This was reporting information that could impact the national security of the United States, and 
the safety of US installations in other countries. 

We've just learned for instance that the US mission in Benghazi was operating under a security waiver at the time of 
the attack. That means that typical security standards did not apply, mainly because the compound was temporary in 
nature; We don't yet know who made that decision, or who was in on it. 

But we do think that people need to know where the process broke down, if it broke down. We think you need to 
know what happened to US personnel in.Benghazi. 

end 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with i~ is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your. system. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or .copy this 
email. 

For more infonnation on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in eJTor, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this 
email. · 

For more infonnation on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com. 
. . 
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I ' 

. .. .. :. J ... 

. . ·~ .. 

. Fr~m· .... · 
Sent:~ . ·., 

· .. ·To:·· 
~ubject: 

... 

? 

··. 
I I . · 

Monday .September 24. 2012 10:22 PM· I ] . 
Re: And~~on's reply 

. .. ~· ' : .. ' 

ALL IBI IHFORl!A'l'IOI'T COH1'AU!EC 
HE~IH IS TJNC LASSI!IED 
DAi ·E 11-19 - 2016 BY J 7&J18'T 80 USICC 

:: ·· ! 

' t • • •• • • 

.. ·:'. ~ : . ·. . 

I 
I' 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

·- ' 

. ~. ; .. --:.~---r-, ------;=-===""""""'~--~,---~-----------...-..--
Fro.m: ·Joanna BIDDLE [mailt 

.. ~ Sent': ·Mondav. seoteqt~r 24,.L.....,'"""I"'T''~'T"''':rr---....1 
·. To:l .... J . 
· Subject: RE: Anderson•s·rept'{ 

. . . 1 ' 

OK b~ck on SUMW for your subbing . . . . I . 
·F~m:j . 
Sent: f"1o[!day, september 24, 2012 9:42 PM 
To: Joanna BIDDLE.. · •. , 
ec: Nuland;Victoria·J 

. 1 
Subject: Re: An~erson's reply 

HiJo·· 

lots to.address: ' . 
. . 

( . . . 

! . 

· ~ b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

. . . ··· .. · 
' 

: . ..... 

As to·And~rson .cooper, the most important lesson I've learned this weekertd is to stop watching :rv. 
· · . ... Butt~ yo~r larg~r luestr~n;· l~ve said many things ove.r the last'few da'ys abou~· CN.N. Much <?fit ~·~t very nice. ·aut not 

·. • . one word was quektioning anyone's right to ask questions. There are certainly questio~s .to ~e answered. We've said : : 
·. . : that ma,ny times. And there's no~ody who wants those answers more than the everyone at 'h~State• ~e~artm~nt who' '· ' . 

·. worked with, kneyJ, loved Chris, ;:tnd are grieving over his death, and for: the three Americans killed. that night~ ,. · · . . . . . ·. : .' .I· . . . . . . . . . . ' ·. . .... ... . : ' . ' · .. · ; 
So the ·~tate Depa.rtl)1ent is.~he. first .to ask tho'se.important questions, Jed by Tom Pickering. The FBI is obyiously .. ·' -.~ · :. 

{ . . . I . .. . I . ..· 
investigating what happen~~. as are ottiers;parts of the .USG. And the mec!ia plays· a part in.looking for ·answ~rs t~o. . . 
Nobody's'taking-,i~ue w ith'.ttiat: What we, ·j; took issue with, was simple: the network asked ~he family fo~ p·ermission to . 

report.wt-at CN~ rT~d in't?~ diary, and the family said no. CNN should not haye ~sk.ed a q~'e~tior.th~y <;iid.n't Y(a!1t t~e · . , 
answer to .. And .should not·hav.e .made a promise they could not keep. If they believed the .c~nt_erits .~om pelted the~ to· .. 

··report on them, th~n they .shouid have simply explai.ned that .to th,e family that very f irst da'( Ndt ·see: ,_heir consen't . AFP 
would not have hahdled tl'ie situation this way. You either would have made an immediate·editorial judgment that the 

. . ·' I . . . .. .. , . . . . . . . , . . . ' . 
contents required ~eing made public, or you would have decided that you could only do so. if ~h.e fa&:n~ly agreed .. If ,AF~ · 
chose-the latter, you wouldn't J.days later shiftto the former. Makes no sense. The content didri't change from the · . . ·. [· :' . . . . ' •' .: ·. . ' .. . ' 

n:'oment they first read the diarv on.9/14 until9/19 when they st~rted to report on it. · · .. · · · 
' . . ' .. ; ... j : .... <·.-.. _ . .' . . . . . . . . . ; . . : 
. So none .of this_ h.~s~a~vth!ng::o ~o .. ~.ith the.con~ents, whate~~r the dia~ say~:1pat's co.~v~n!~ntly wha,t SOJT'Ie. ~r~., 

contendmg. But ~hc:Jt contentton.doesn't make s~nse. As they later adm1tted, CNN.w.as reportmgpn the contents~.of~~e 
d iary begi~uling ori Weqnesday the 19th .. For .. the ne~t 48.hours they repeated their reportinl«?v~r ~nd over.ag(,lin:\Ne 

• • ·• · I • · ·· . · ... 1 • · · • • 
did~'t s.ay a peep_. Nobo.dy in the .USG did. That only changed on Friday night when Cooper fil)ally acknowledged ~hey · ·. 
were,.using d.le diarl,;.·to·be hones(m~ fi~st thoughn~as, 9ti, I guess the family, granted' thei~ co~sellt- .because . 

.. ··otherwise this does'n·~ make any sen.~·~· And I noted t~at hi~ statement di~n't say· anything .a~out the fami~Rt~~·403. . ·, 
. 1 ,, . l . 

· .···· . 



I was confused s.o I' asked the family if they had,said OK to CNN, and they said they ,h~dn't haQ any contact with CNN . 
since the originalcbnversation on 9/14~ . . · · i · · . .I . . . . . . . . . 

' . • . • , • "" I ' .' ' • 

" . . . . , I 

Su 'giv~n lhe promise mc:n.l~ lu lhe feu !lily on the 14th, what they did on the 21st was just wrong. ~lain olq wrong. . 

On~ ca.n .debate jo~rnalis!ic et~lcs and resp~~sibilltles and bala~dng privacy With the obligati~ns ·tOthe ~u~liC. B ~I ihOi's . 
~ot_wh·at this wa·s. rhis wasCNN promising something to a family, and the~ they .~roke that wo~ise. That was the P.!Jint 
m t•me and the reason for what's happened over the last-48 hours, · .. .. · . . · 

. On the compou~d.lyes ~ afte~ the attack we asked. ~h~ u'byans to secu~e the site since. the~.~ere no USG pers~nnel . . 
remaining ~n Beng~azi to do so. It is not entirely tlea~· if tha~ happened.or when. Obvi~usly it ~as ·r:~ot sec.ured wllen·CNN 
went to the site of the attack. . . . . ! . 

. ' 

As for my email exchange, it speaks for itself. 

Hope this a;l helpsland hope you're having fun UN~Aing. 
. I , 

., 

b6 
b7C 

F~m: Joanna BIDDLE u.rm!!la~n~td---~~,...-,-------1 
Sent: Monday, Se:' tember 24, 2012 09:02PM 

~~ - I .·· 
Subject: Anderson~s reply 

Evenin~L..--~ 

·~. 

, ... 
' 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b 7C Per FBI 

so you earlier. said you wanted to~ if there was a response from CNN today ·befo~e. sendi~g an updated response: 
. Anderson Cooper has just made this statement on 360 and then had·a discussiO!'l with F.ran}Towr:'send and art-ex-CIA 

person about the Jecurity implications of a reporter .. being·able to find. the diary. ~nd wheth~r'an FBI.crime·:scene.has . I . . . . . . . 
. .. been compromised by having. reporters walking around it. 1 • · - · I .. · · ·. ·, i 

Co.uld yo.u respon~ t~ Cooper's assertions that CN~ was raising legitima~e questions about th,e security implication's for .. 
. the un.ite~ States?1·oid you manage to get a response to my earl.ier que~tion on whether. th~ Libyan sec~r!ty forc~s were · 

·. asked to. se.cure. · of the compound'? And do· you wish to niake any comment oli the !n.ow very public email 
. ' 

stream between uzzfeed correspondent Michael Hastings? Thanks, Jo . · · b6 
b7C 

note-Anderson· .. 

NEW YORK, 24/09/2012 • 2026 ~ : . I ., 
No-one l!kesto tie called disg~sting, particularly by a spokesperson of th~ United States. S~a~e dep,artment .. We do 

invite you and the~ tO.hold us to the same standards that we try every night to hold oursel~es . . . · . 

. . : ·.Out of respect fJ his fa.mily we have not quot~d from his jourJ"!.al, ·not once. i . . · . I .. . . .. 
. . .. . 

• .. •. . ., I ', 

·· ltwas not emailed around the newsroom.as the US State Department spo,kesman.said it was. ·And remember CNN 
· discovered the joJrnal three days after the assault. Arwa D.~rmo~, one of the best w·ar corrfsporidents l'v~. ever-worked 
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with, who has reported for years at great personal risk to herself, discovered the journal. Why was the journal 
significant? At the time that CNN the Obama administration was still downplaying the possibility that this was a 
de liberate terrorist attack. 

Even at the early stage, many in the foreign policy global security community doubted that explanation. The journal 

certainly raises questions about that. Neither 360 nor CNN rushed to air with details from the journal. We didn't publicly 
announce we had found it, and within hours of finding it we informed the family of ambassador Stevens. 

CNN did not publicly announce we had found it out of respect for the family. Instead as CNN does with every story, our 
correspondents and our producer sought as many sources as we could find. And in fact we found three other sources. 

Throughout all of this we have tried to minimize the anguish the ambassador's family is obviously feeling balanced 
against the journalistic duty to inform. 

' . 
Ambassador Steyens held a very prominent and public position, and as a news organization it's our job to inform you 

of information that's important. 

This was not broadcasting gossip from the pages of someone's diary, this was not reporting sa lacious details of 
someone's private life. This was reporting information that could impact the national security of the United States, and 
the safety of US in·stallations in other countries. 

We've just learned for instance that the US mission in Benghazi was operating under a security waiver at the time of 
the attack. That m:eans that typical security standards did not apply, mainly because the compound was temporary in 

nature. We don't yet know who made that decision, or who was in on it. 

Sut we do think that people need to know where the process broke down, if it broke down. We think you need to 
know what happe~ed to US personnel in Benghazi. 

end 

This e-mail, and .any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom i~ is addressed. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this 
email. · · . 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you have reeeived this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are not the nained addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this 
email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: ·. 
Subject: 

Joanna BIDDLE~' ---:~~~~~,.......---J l::nd:v Sent:mhr 24, 201210:24 .PM 

R1 : ~naerson s reply . 

My apologies Internal note for editors I 

Fromd 
Sent: '::M:-o-nd7a-y-, Se::::-p-:-te-m-=be-r -='2"'4 ,-:2:-::0~1":"2-:1-:::"0-::2~2-:P-:-M~-----~ 
To: Joanna BIDDLE 
Subject: ·Re: Anderson's reply 

? 

From: Joanna BIDDLE [mailtd 
~~~~~~~~----~ 

~yt· Man~av ~nterber 24, 2012 t0:14 PM 

Subject: RE: And~rson's reply 

OK back on SUMW for your subbing 

From~ 
Sent: 'i:M:t:o=·n-:r.da=-y:-, r:Se::p:::te::m:'ibe:::-:-r -:;-24"A,...,2v;O:-r12~9~:4~2~P:r:Mr---...J 
To· :aanna BIQn: E 
~!Ject= Re: An ~rsols reply 

Hi Jo 

lots to address: 

A.LL ~3! INI'ORUATIOlv CON'l'AI1ED 
HERE IN IS tn-1CLASSIFIEC 
DATE 11 - 19-201>5 3Y J76,/1 8T80 NSICG 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b 6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

As to Anderson Cooper, the most important lesson I've learned this weekend is to stop watching TV. 

But to your larger ~uestion, I've said many things over the last few days about CNN. Much of it not very nice. But not 
one word was questioning anyone's right to ask questions. There are certainly questions to be answered. We've said . 
that many times. And there's nobody who wants those answers more than the everyone at the State Department who 
worked with, knew, loved Chris, and are grieving over his death, and for the three Americans killed that night. 

So the State Department is the first to ask' those important questions, led by Tom Pickering. The FBI is obvio~sly 
investigating what happened, as are others parts of the USG. And the media plays a part in looking for answers too. 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

No body's taking issue with that. What we, I, took issue with, was simple: the network asked the family for permission to 
report what CNN ·read in the diary, and the family said no. CNN should not have asked a question they didn't want the 
answer to. And should not have made a promise they could not keep. If they believed the contents compelled. them to 
report on them, then they should have simply explained that to the family that very first day. Not see their consent. AFP 
would not have handled the situation this way. You either would have made an immediate editorial judgment that the 
contents required being made public, or you would have decided that you could only do so if the family agreed. If AFP 
chose the latter, you wouldn't 7 days later shift to the former. Makes no sense. The content didn't change from the 
mome.nt they f irst read t he diary.on 9/14 until9/19 when they started to report on it. 

1 
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So none of this has anything to do with the contents, whatever the diary says. That's conveniently what some are 
contending. But that contention doesn't make sense. As they later admitted, CNN was reporting on the contents of the 
diary beginning on Wednesday the 19th. For the next 48 hours they repeate·d their reporting over and over again. We 
didn't say a peep. Nobody in the USG did. That only changed on Friday night when Cooper finally acknowledged they 
were using the diary. To be honest, my first t hought was, Oh, I guess the family granted their consent- because 
otherwise th is doesn't make any sense. And 1 noted that his statement didn't say anything about the family at all. 

I was confused so I asked the family if they had said OK to CNN, and they said they hadn't had any contact with CNN 
since the ori~inal conversation on 9/14. 

So given the promise made to the family on ~he 14t"h, what they did on the 21st was just w rong. Plain old wrong. 

One can debate journalistic ethics and responsibilities and balancing privacy with the obligations to the public. But that's 
not what this was. This was CNN promising something· to a family, and then they broke that promise. That was the point 
in time and the reason for what's happened over the last 48 hours. 

On the compound, yes· after the attack we asked the Libyans. to secure the site since there were no USG personnel 
remaining fn Benghazi to do so. It is not entirely clear if_ that happened or when. Obviously it was not secured when CNN 
went to the site of the attack. 

As for my email exchange, it speaks for itself. 

Hope this all helps and hope you're having fun UNGAing. 

b6 
b7C 

From: Joanna BIDDLE [~!ll~a~il~to~! :-::-:--=--=-~~~-----.J Er·· ~aj~: ~, 24, 2012 09:02 PM 

Subject: An erson s reply 

Even-in~._ __ ___. 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

So you earlier said you wanted to see if there was a response from CNN today before sending an updated response. · 
Anderson Cooper has just made this statement on 360 and then had a discussion with Fran Townsend·and an ex-CIA 
person about the security implications of a reporter being able to find the diary. And whether an FBI crime scene has 
been compromised by having reporters walking around it. . 

Could you respond to Cooper's assertions that CNN was raising legitimate questions about the security implications for 
the United States? Did you manage to get a response to my earlier question on whether the libyan security forces were 
asked to secure the ruins of the compound? And do you wish to make any comment on the now very public email 
stream between! puzzfeed correspondent Michael Hastings? Thanks, Jo. 

note-Anderson 

NEW YORK, 24/09/2012 - 2026 -

HRC-9407 
2 

b6 
b7C 



No-one likes to be called disgusting. particularly by a spokesperson of the United States State department. We do 
invite you and them to hold us to the same standards that we try every night to hold ourselves. 

Out of respect for his family we have not quoted from his journal, not once. 

It was not emailed around the newsroom as the US State Department spokesman said it was. And remember CNN 
discovered th~ journal three days after the assault. Arwa Darmon, one of the best war correspondents I've ever worked 
with, who has reported for years at great personal risk to herself, discovered the journal. Why was the journal 
significant? At the time that CNN the Obama administration was still downplaying the possibility that this was a 
deliberate terrorist attack. 

Even at the early stage, many in the foreign policy global security community doubted that explanation: The journal 
certainly raises questions about that. Neither 360 nor CNN rushed to air with details from the journal. We didn't publicly 
announce we had found it, and within hours of finding it we informed the family of ambassador Stevens. 

CNN did not publicly announce we had found it out of respect for the family. Instead as CNN does with every story, our 
correspondents and our producer sought as many sources as we could find. And in fact we found three other sources. 

Throughout all of this we have tried to minimize the anguish the ambassador's family is obviously feeling balanced 
against the journalistic duty to inform. 

Ambassador Stevens held a very prominent and public position, and as a news organization it's our job to inform you 
of information that's important. 

This was not broadcasting gossip from the pages of someone's diary, this was not reporting salacious details of 
someone's private life. This was reporting information that could impact the national security of the United States, and 
the safety of US installations in other countries. 

We've just learned for instance that the US mission in Benghazi was operating under a security waiver at the time of 
the attack. That means that typical security standards did not apply, mainly because the compound was temporary in 
nature. We don't yet know who made that dedsion, or who was in on it. 

But we do think that people need to know where the process broke down, If it broke down. We think you need to 
know what happened to US personnel in Benghazi. 

end 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this 
email. · · 

For more infonrtation on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this 
email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afu.com 
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This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
email from your system. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this 
email. 

For more info~ation on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ari Fleische L.-.,..........,...,,.....,..,.....,...,. ....................... --------1 
Friday Sentpmbp~ 28, 2012 3:18PM 
I J 
RE: Network Ethics . 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Sorry to have taken so long to get back to you, but I figured after all the news and drama, I 
should let thing settle and reply. 

I've been in your spot befor.e - infuriated with something the press did. I·ve been there 
many times. Normally, if I thought the press did ·something wrong from my new perch in the 
private sector, I don't hold back and I say what I think. 

In this instance, I do think CNN's reporting of the fear the Ambassador felt for his safety 
was hard news and legitimate. I have no knowledge of what promises were made or weren't made 
- but if you feel CNN promised you something and they reneged, then you have every right to 
make your points. 

That may not-be the full answer you were hoping for, but that's my perspective. b6 Per DOS 

Ari 

ARI FLEISCHER COMMUNICATIONS I 914.764.9166 I facebook I twitter 

-----Original Message----
From:! 
·Sent: L..S::-a"""'lt~"'"'u ... r"""~dr--ay-,---:S~e-p":"'t-em...,br-e-r--=2~2-, -2~9~1~2~3-:":"'19~P~M.,......--____. 
To: Ari.Fleischer 
Cc: I I 
SubJect: Network Eth1cs 

Hi Ari 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

You've been doing the Lord's work in calling out the press for egregious behavior, to great 
effect - I think Helen Thomas would agree. 

I know they're your sorta employer, but this has been a disgusting episode. I don't know if 
you ever worked with Chris Stevens, but he deserved to be treated better than this. 

Thought even if you have to hold direct fire on them, some of your 'friends from your side of 
the aisle - people & places I'm not as familiar with - might be interested in seeing exactly 
~hat happened ~ere with a network that might not be their channel o~ choice. I pasted the 
full story at bottom. 

Hope you're wen I 
I I 
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CNN Used Slain Envoy's Writings Against Family's Wishes 
The Wall Str~et Journal 

By Adam Entous And Keach Hagey 
Sat, Sep 22, 2012 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443890304578012473529847226.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_LE 
FTTopStories 

CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens family, according to relatives and State Department officials who were asked to 
intervene by the family. 

CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens family, according to relatives and State Department officials who were asked to 
intervene by the family. 

CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed 
in an attack by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't clear 
exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador's writings. 

The episode marks a side drama in the aftermath of the consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can encounter when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other government officials. Personal material important to surviving 
relatives represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. 

CNN said on its website that it no.tified the Stevens family "within hours" that it had the 
journal. But the Stevens family then reached out to the State DepartmentJ which arranged a 
telephone conference call between mempers of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to t.tle news organization to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State Department . 
officials. 

The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
media used it or alluded to it 1 saying the amba~sador's personal writings belonged to them. 

Family members said they knew Mr. · Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was in the 
journal obtained by CNN. The ·news organization initially provided the family with a 
transcript it prepared from the journal. 

State Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 

The State Department ·enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats evacuated 
the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be handed over to American officials in 
Tripoli. It will then be brought to the u.s .• where the family will be able to take 
possession of it. 

Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference 
call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its contents. 
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But family membe~s and U.S. officials we~e surprised when CNN ancho~ Anderson Coope~ appeared 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thipking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was .worried about securi~y threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he .was on anal Qaeda .hit list. 

A spokesperson 'for CNN said the network .didn't report directly from the journal, but 
corrobor-ated the information through other sources. 

Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the jo~rnal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting,". Mr . Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy i n the ambassador's writings." 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Frag: 
Flag Status: 

OK. 
I this is it. Right? 

Follow up 
Completed 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

· A spokesman for the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, the nation's top intelligence officials, 
said "actionable intelligence. would have meant that we eithei saw or heard something, through intelligence 
collection, that told us that a specific act was being planned or was imminent: As· I have said·, we are not aware 
of any actionable intelligence related to the attack in Benghazi." · 

Read more: http://www. foxnews.cornipolitics/20 12/09/14/di plomatic-westem-posts-targeted-repeatedly-in-
benghazi-in-run-up-to-deadly/#ixzz27JgmP1 io · 

· http ://www.foxnew~.com/politics/2012/09/14/diplomatic-western-posts-targeted-repe~tedly~in-benghazi-in~run-up-to
. deadly/ 

From~ 
Sent:1::S::-:-un:-:d::-:a-y,"""::Se:--p:-:te-:-m:-::be-r 2==3=-1 ~2':'01::-:2~2::-:~28~PM~--J 

b6 
b7C 

To: Bennett, Charles 
Subject: Re: CNN Statement 

·let me do this on background becaus·e I can't speak for other agencies- but last week, maybe Monday, the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence issued a statement that there was nothing like that. I'm paraphrasing. let me know if 
you can't find it and I'll track it down. . · . · . 

From: Bennett, Charles( I.Lm,_.,a...,il~t~"--------' 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 02:20PM 
Tol I . 
Subject: RE: CNN Statement 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Understood. let me phrase the question this way: Did Ambassador Stevens ever express concerns about the security . . 
situation in Benghazi or being part of some kind hit list? 

Frorrl 
Sent:'-:s=-. u-nd-;a-y-, -::Se-p-:-te_m_be:--r-::2:-::3--, .2:-:0:-:1-=2-=2--: 1=-=9~P~M-:----.J 
To: Bennett, Charles 
Subject: Re: CNN Statement 

To this moment we have no idea what's in the diary 

HRC-9413 
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from: Bennett, ·~artes urmua~i!!c:ltd~----------1 . ~:t: Sundav..5eo~.ber 23, 2012 0~:18 .PM 

Subject: RE: q[N ~tement 

Received. Thanks. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

What about the contents· of the diary?:Did Stevens ever express his worries about the securi~ situatiol') in Bengh~zi or 
beirg.include on a1 hit list to other Sta·~~· oept officia.ls? . · . · · · · . 

Regards, · 

Chuck Bennett ·· 

.Reporter. 
New York Post 

b6 Per DOS. 

: . 1 

. · ~~ ,. 
·Sent: '::.s:-un~· d-;-a-y;~·se;:-!"t>t~e-m-=-ber---:23==-, -=2-=-ot:-:2~2=-:"='oo=-=PM~---...J 

. To: Bennett, Cha~es · 

•. S~bj~.~.~· ~; ~.j ~~te~ent .:· . 

· . Here you go - eve.ljYthing that follows, is ON the record and attributable to me: · · 

b6 
b7C 

. . . ~ 

' G!ven ·the ~ruth·o1how thi.-waS: ~a:ndled, CN.N Patting themselVeS on the back !s disgusting. · . . 

What they•re t:~ot ?Wning up to is reading and· transcribing Chris's diary weU before bothering to tell the family or anyon,e · · 
· . · ·e!se tha~ th~v.too~.it from the site of the attack: Or that when ·they fin~lly·did ~nform th~m. th~y compl~tely ignor:ed ·t~.e 

: · wishes·.of the. fa~~ly, and ultimate.ly broke their P.ledge, made to the Stevens family only hours after they w itnessed th~ 
· return to the Umtes States of Chris's remains. . -· 

Whose first .in~inL .is .to remove from ~· ~~ime s~e~e the. d.ia.ry of a man ~illed along. with three other A~erica ns serving 
. I . . . . . . . . 

our country, read·it; transcribe it, email it around your newsroom for othe.rs to read, and only when their Curiosity"is fully) ... 

satisfied thinks to r·ll the famii'l .or notify the authori!ies? . 

·Then, som~one w~o see'!ls to b~ a ju':'i~r .blogger at CNN, eventually called the·stevens family. Settin·g.asld.e the 
questjon. of why CNN didn't assign ~hat obviously delicate call to someone more appropriate, .that person didn't s.ay, 

·•Hello,.l know this lis a terrible ti"me, l1m ·sorry for vo.ur loss._ But I'm sure you want.your son's diary, where do you w~nt it ' 
sent?' They instea(j took the opportunity. to ask the family.if CNN could report 011 its contents. Contents·known only to 

. . , I . 

Chris ~tevens, anl;i those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 
. ..... I· . . . . . . .· 
They were told no. · . · ., . . ; I. . . . ·. . . . . . 

At .this·.point the Stevens·fami.ly reached out .to us to enljst our help witt) CNN. 

Wh~n "the s~nio~19~t .levels ~f CNN wer~· finally reached, .they needed to. be ·conv)nc.ed. ~o do the right t~ing. But not 
before they took ~nother shot at ·convinc(ng·the family to let them report: on the '<:onte"nts. A family memb.er ma~e ,it 

. . . crvst~l clear di~ec~ly .to CNN that they wanted Chris's diary and .waul~ not make any other decisions until" then. But that 
wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they graciously otf~red·to send the family the transcript they'd already "!lade and passed 
· . . ··1 . . · . . · · . . .. · HRC-9414· 

. 43- . ; ' . 
. • . . . 



around internally, to put a rush on the family for their own purposes. 

CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on~air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 

It was th.en made clear to CNN yet ·again that they wanted to look at it privately, together as a family before making any 
decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, agreed to abide by.the clear wishes of the Stevens · 
family, and pledged not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until hearing back from the ~amily to grant their 
permission. 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. It seems that four days is as long as CNN can control themselves, so 
they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they·felt like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any 
explanation as to why the network broke its promise to the fam ily. And he only made that statement after CNN was 
contacted by reporters asking CNN to explain their convoluted sourcing: 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements bY CNN raise serious questions that they won't 
answer. Because they can't without indicting their own behavior. . 
But there is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't going to respect the family's 
wishes, .why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to happen with the diary? CNN had alreaqy read every 
word of the diary before speaking with the family. They knew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on 
what they read that they had a responsibility to the public to report on the contents. of the diary, why didn't they just 
say that right away, explain it to the family, and then proceed as they deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in 
the diary changed over the days that followed. From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to 
make an editorial judgment. So why the ruse? 

· The answer is simple: the only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

They should never have made that promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents of the diary. The pride they 
are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have been on display from the moment they picked the 
diary up off the ground. · 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled about how they came to 
their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 

They have yet to even try .to defend the indefensible. Not a proud episode in CNN's history_. I'm sure there are many 
· good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and are now wondering w.t)o above them 

authorized this despicable course of action.· · 

#### 

[Here is the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on air, 8:18pm, Friday 9/21/12: "On Wednesday we 
reported t]lat a source familiar w ith ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months before his death, ambassador 
Stevens talked about being worried about what he called the never~ending security threats in Benghazi." We also 
reported that the ambassador specifically mentioned the rise ·in Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in 
libya and said he was on an ai.Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of CNN's reporting was carefully 
vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal of ambassador Stevens in h.is handwriting. We came 
upon the journal through our reporting and notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We 
reported what we· found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 
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···. From: Bennett~ O:,arles £rriaittd I· 
~:?t: sunday. 5eDtelber 23, 2012 12:53 PM 

.. .. 

·Subject: CNN. Statement 

.. f:i~ . lean ~lu· ple~se send.m~ the statement RE CNN and th.e late. Ambassador Steve~·s· diary •.. 
Thanks, · · · 

Chuck Bennett 
·Reporter 
New York Post 
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From: 
Ser:tt: 

I I 
Sunday. September 23, 2012 2:36.PM 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up. Flag: 
Flag Status: 

I I 
Re: CNN Statement 

Follow up 
Completed 

.Looks right. But I thought it. was 9/17· not 9/14 

From: Bennett, Oiarles [mailto.":l ~~~-::-:-:----.......110 
~Jt: Sunday, September 23, 2012 02:32PM 

Su~jed: RE: CNN" sJtement 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

OK. 
1 this is it. Right? 

A spokesman for the Office of the Director ofNational Intelligence, the nation's top intelligence officials, 
said "actionable inteliigence would have meant that we either saw or heard something, through intelligence 
collection, that told us that a specific act was being planned or was imminent. As I have said, we are not aware 
of any act~onable int~lligence related to the attack in Benghazi.u 

Read more: http://www .foxnews.cornlpolitics/20 12/09/14/diplomatic-westem-posts-targeted-repeatedly-in
benghazi-in-nm-up-to-deadly/#ixzz27JgmP1 io 

http ://wwW.foxnews.com/politics/2012/09/14/diplomatic-westerri~posts-targeted-repeatedly-in-benghazi-in-run-up-to
deadly/ 

Froml 
Sent:~S:::un=d:r:a:::y,"""':Se;::=:pLte:::m:.:be==-r :v2.3:;-, ~2:n0.-:121;""'2~:~2~8 -;o;Pr:M----' 
To: Bennett, Charles · 
Subject: Re: CNN Statement 

b6 
b7C 

let me do this on background because I c·an't speak for other agencies -·but Ia sf week, maybe Monday, the Office of. the 
Director of National intelligence issued a· statement that there was nothing like that. I'm paraphrasing. let me know if 
you can't find it and I' ll t rack it down. 

From: Bennett, Charles u[m!..!.!a~il~td.!!==_, _____ ~.J 
~e· sund:v.se-ntejber 23,-2012 o2:2oPM 

SubJect: R : CNfir ~tatement 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Understood. Let me phrase the question this way: Did Ambassador Stevens ever express concerns about the security . 
situation in Benghazi or being part of some .kind hit list? 
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From~ 
Sent: ';::S::-:-un::-:d:r.:a::-:y,-:Se;:-:-:p7te-=m'""l'be:-:-r ."::"23:::-,-::2:-::::0~12=2"""::: 1~9-=P~M":"!'.----l 
To:Bennett,Chanes 
Subject: Re: CNN Statement 

To this moment we have no idea what's in the diary 

From: Bennett, Charles fum!.!!a~i~lto~l..._ ______ __. 

To:l __ I 
Sent; Sun:ay. Seotember 23, 2012 02:18 PM 

Subject: E: CNN Statement · 

Received. Thanks. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

What about the contents of the diary? Did Stevens ever express his worries about the security situation in Benghazi or 
being include on a hit list to other State Dept officials? 

Regards, 

Chuck Bennett 
Reporter 
New. York Post 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per oos· 

From I 
Sent:";:S:::u=-nd:La::-:y-:, Se;:-:-:p";""te-=m~be:-:-r ::::-:23:::-,-:;2:-=::0":":12::-:::-2:-;:0-=-o -,::P~M,_.. _ _J 

To: Bennett, Charles 
Subject: Re: . CNN Statement 

Here you go • everything that follows is ON the record and attributable to me: 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

b6 
b7C 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering to tell the family or anyone 
.else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when they finally did infprm them, they completely ignored the 
wishes of the family, and ultimately broke their pledge, made to the Stevens family only hours.after they witnessed th~ 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains. . 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along· with three other Americans serving· 
our country, read it,. transcribe it, email it.around your newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully 
satisfied thinks to call the family or notify the authorities? · 

Then, someone who seems to be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. Setting aside the 
question of why CNN didn't assign that obviously delicate call to someone more appropriate, that person didn't say, 
'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, I'm sorry for your loss. But I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it 
sent?' They instead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents: Contents knowfl only to 
Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told no. 
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At this point the Stevens family reached.Ol!t to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

Wh~n the _senior·mL~-.levels of CNN we~~ fl~ally reached, they needed t~ be convinced to do the right thing. But not . 
before they took a~other shot at convincing the family to let them report on the contents. A family member made it 
crystal dear directlho CNN that they wanted Chris's·diarY and would not make any other decisions until.then. But that 
wasn't f~st enoughjfor CNN, so they gracio~sly offer~d to send t~e family the transcript they'd alre-ady made and passed· · 
around mternally, to put a rush on the fam11y for the1r own purposes. . · · 

I . . . . . . . 
CNN then pr~ssed for perm_ission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They .were .told no. 

. . . 
. It was tt_len.made c~ear to CNN yet again that they wanted to look at it privately; ~ogeth~r as a family .before maki_ng any 
.decisions. Period •. aNN finally accepted what they were hearing, agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens · . 
family, and pledged not t~ use the diary or 'even allude to its existence. un~il hearing back from t~e family to grant ~h'eir 
permission. 

But the-Stevens family was never given that chance. It seems that four days is as long as CN.N can control themselves, so 
they just went ahe~d and used it. Entirely.l;lecause they felt like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any . . I . . . . . 
explanation as to yt.~Y th~ network broke ~ts promise to the family. And he only ~a de ~.hat statement after CNN wa_s 
contacted by repo,ers asking CNN to explain their convoluted _sourcing.. _ 

· . CNN's acti.ons and Fooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN rai_se serious qu~stions th~t_ th~y won't 
. ans~er. Because they ca~'t without indicting their own.behavior. . · 

But there i~ ~me q~esticm more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't going to respe~ the family's 
wishes, why did-q.JN even bother to ask them what they wanted to happen with the diary? CNN had already read every 
word of the. dia,.Y Sefore· speaking with the· family. They knew exactly what it contained. If th_ey had assessed based on · 
what they read thJt they had a responsibility to the public to·report on the contents of the diary, why didn't they just 

·say that rig~t awa~, explain·it to the family, and then proceed as t~ey deemed-appropriate and necessa-ry? Nothing in · 
-the diary changed bver the days that followed. From· the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to · 

I .· . . . . 

make an editorial judgment. So why the ruse? 

. Th~ answer ,is simJie: the only thing that thanged as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

TheY should n.;,e~ have made that promise ifthey felt compelled to ·report ~ri ~he contents ofthe diary. The pride they 
are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have been-on display from the moment they picked·the I . . . 
diary up off the. ground. 
They ~ould have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled abou~ ho~ they came to 
their reporting, arid niore important than anything. else, spared the family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. · 

They have yet to ~ven irv to defend the indefensible. Nota proud episode in q!N's history.l'm sure there are many . · 
good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and are now wondering who above them 
authorized this de~plcable course of action. 

#II# 

{Here is the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on air, 8:18pm, Friday 9/2-1/12; "On Wedn~sday we 
· reported that a sdurce familiar with ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the mon~hs before his death, ambassador 

Stevens talked abbut being worried about what he called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi. We also · · 
reported that thefambassa~or specifically mentioned the rise-in Islamic extremism, the growing a! Qaeda presence in 
libya and_ said he was on an at Qaeda hit list. The information for ttJat report like all of CNN's reportin~ was carefully 
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. . . . .· .· . . . . . . . . . . . ... , 
. ~elt~~- Some of t~~tinforma,tion ·~·asJound in~ p.ers9r:t~fjournal Pf'a~bassador .S~everi~ in his .h_~n~writil)g. we·car:ne · 
_:upon th~ j~urnal tnrough:our·reporting and notified th~ ·family .. At their request;. we returned~ that journal to.them·. We :;J· 
. reported what welfo!Jnd newsworthy in the am'bassador's writings. A reporter· followe~ up on what we found 

newsworthy' in t,hJ· a·mbassador's writing~·''] . · : . . .· . . · · · . ·.. · ·_·: 
. . . . 

·.· 

·. (. 

~---:--:-~··---=·.:· ":--:--:-::-'F==::i:;;;====~...:...__--___:·....:....· ~---:-:-----_;,_;,_·" _ .. --~ . ·-: 
From: BerJ~tt, ~rtes rl.!'· ma~:_~rtt~d~------~----JI 
Sent: Sunday; 5eotember 23, 2012·12.:53 PM 
To:l .,. I · · · · 

b6 Pe r DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Subject: CNN Statement · · · . . . . 

·H~ . I c~~ ".l~ ~lease ~end. me the -~tatemen~ RE-.CNN and ;h~ la~e A~ba~s~dor Steven's d~ary .. 
. ::. 

Thanks, .. .. 

· Ctl~ck Be'nnett . . · 
Reporter 

· :· · : · New.vork.Post · 

·. 

. . •. ~ 

'I·'··: 

:··· 

. . 
' .. 

/' .: . .. 

~ ..... . 

:<: ... 

. ·~ . 

. ~·· 

·.· 

.., 
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_......._ __ .... _.....,;;.....~------...... ------...... -------~----- · ! 
From: 
Sent: . 
To:. 
Subject: 

.Bennett, ·ctianesl 
. 
1 
Stindav seot~mbt-::f:-:-r"'~3~ .• """2rl'l_o~12~4::-:r1"'~"'1"lprr:~.-~ ...J 

· RE: CNN Statement 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI ' . 

. ... : 

. . : Did anyone ever a<idress what the diary was d~·ing ·out ~here so. lo.ng? If not,· does State have a statem~~.t o·n why it was· .· 

left·unsecured for1so long, even _after_the s~cu~ity situa~J~n impr~ved~· ·. · ; . . · .· · ·. . . 

Froml 1 . I .. 
.. sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 2:36 PM · .. .. · 

To: Bennett, Olarles · ··· ·. · " · 
Subject: Re: .CNN Statement . . . . : . I . . 

' .. loo~s right. ·sut I thought it was 9/17 not 9/14 

·From:. Bennett, charies ~[ma"'-=il!-'::td~=-=:--::-::~=-=~---1 .. ~e.- S•mday Septej~~ ZJ' 20~2 02:32PM 

Subject:· RE: CNN Sta~ement 

· OK. 
1 this. is it. Right? 

•'\ 

' . . . ·~· 

b6 Pe r DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

.. . _ . ... . ; . .. 

. ~ spok~s~mm for.the O~ce-ofthe Dire?to:r .. of~ationallntelligen~e, .the nation's t~p inte.iiigtmce offiCi~s~ :' 
said "actionable .intelligence. woul~ have meant" that ~~ either saw or heard something; through intellige~ce 

. collection, that t6Id us that a specific act was being·ptanned or was iniminerit. As I h,~ve said, we are not" aware 
of any actionable intelligence related to tqe attack m· Benghazi.;, · . . . .. · .. 

. Read more: http1/www.foxnews.com/P.,Iitics/20 12/09/1 ~/diplon:..ticcwe.tem-postS-targ.;iedCnipeatedly-in- . 

b6 
b7C 

benghazi.:in-nm~up-to-deadly/#ixzz27JgmPlio · ... · · . ·· · · -·· · . • · · · .. · · . . ,: . · · 

htt~·ll_;,. fox1s.com/politicsl2012[09/i4l dlplo~atlc-western"p~s;s-targeiOd.;epeatedlv·i~-be~gha;i·in·;u;:up-to· 
deadly/ . ·' ! . . ·. . · ' ... · ... 

_ frO·~ : 
.Se~t: Sunday,: September 23, 2o12 2:28 PM 
To: Bennett, ·Chailes 

· Subject: Re: CNN ·Statement . 

b 6 
b7C 

. . 'I . . 

: . l~t me ~o thi~ .on !~~~kgrourid. bee~ us~ I can't ,speak f~r oth~~ agencies ~ ~ut last wee~, maybe Monday, :~he Offlce ~f i~e . _· 
Director of National intelligence issued a statement that there was nothing like that. "l'm·p~raphrasing. let me know if . . I . . . .. . . . . . . . 
you c~n't find it and I'll tr~ck it down. 

. . ' 
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·from: Bennett, Charles [ .. '"'"m::':a:-'ilt~oi~~~~---..Jl · :rt· sunday. Seote,ber 23, 2012 o2:2oPM 

Subject:· RE: CNN' Statement 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Understood. let me phrase the qu·estion this way: Did Ambassador Stevens ever express concerns about the security 
situation in Benghazi or being part of some kind hit list? · 

From I 
Sent:";:S::-:-un=. d:;:a::-:-y,-:Se===pt~e=m:L:be~r:-:2~3:--, ~20;:-:1:-::::2:-::2~:~19::-P~M:-r--__J 
To: Bennett, Olarles 
Subject: Re: CNN Statement 

To this moment w~ have no id~a what's in the.diary 

From: Bennett, Charles ["""m"'=a'='il=td!-:~~~~---...J 
Sent: Sunday, Se:tember 23, 2012 02:18PM . 
Tol _ I · . 
Subject: RE: CN Statement 

Received. Thanks. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

What about the contents of the diary? Did Stevens ever express his worries about the security situation. in B~nghazi or 

being Include on a hit list to other State D~pt officials? · 

Regards, 

Chuck Bennett 

Reporter 
New York Post 

b6 
b7C 

I.___ _ ____,I b6 Per DOS 

From I 
Sent: 'cs=::u::nd;i:a:::y:-:, Sec::::::p:;:te:::m~be~r"'=i2C'5'3,....,. 2~o'"f""'r2"'"'21":1: orao'f"'PmMrr----.J 
To: Bennett, Charles 
Subject: Re: CNN Statement 

. . 
Here you go - everything that follows is ON the record and attributable to me: 

Given the truth o{ how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

.b6 

.b7C 

What they're not owning up to is re~ding and transcribing Chris's diary well before t?othering to tell the family or anyone 
else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when they tfnally did inform them, they completely Ignored the 

wishes of the family, and ultimately broke their pledge, made to the Stevens family only hours after they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with three other Americans sei'Ving 
· our country, read: it, transcribe it, email it around your newsroom for others' to read, and only when their curiosity is fully 

satisfied thinks to call the family or notify the authorities? 
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Then, someone who seems to be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. Setting aside the 
question of why CNN didn't assign that obviously delicate· call to someone more appropriate, that person didn't say, 
'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, I'm sorry for your toss. But I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it 
sent?' They instead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told no. 

At this point the S~evens family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the right thing. But not 
before they took another·shot at convincing the family to let them report on the contents. A family member made it 
crystal clear directly to CNN that they wa.nted Chris's diary and would not-make any other_decisions until then. But that 
wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they graciously offered to send the ·family the transcript they'd already made and passed 
around internally, to put a rush on the family for their own.purposes. · 

CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on~air for recovering the .diary. 

They were told no. 

tt was then· made clear to CNN yet again that they wanted to look atit privately, together as a family before making ~ny 
decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens 
family, and pledged_ not to use the diary or even-allude to its existence until hearing back from the family to grant their 
permission. 

But the Stevens family was never given t~at chance. It seems that four days is as long as CNN can control themselves, so 
they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any 
explanation as to why the network bro~e its promise to the family. And he only made that statement after CNN was 
contacted by reporters asking CNN to explain their convoluted sourcing. 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise. serious questions that they won't 
answec Because they can't without indicting their own ·behavior. 
But there is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't going to respect the family's . 
wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to happen with the diary? CNN had already read every 
word of the diary before speaking with the family. They knew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on ·. 
what they· read that they had a responsibility to the public to report on the contents of the diary, why didn't they just 
say that right aw~y, explain it to the family, and then proceed as they deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in 
the diary changed over the days that followed. From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to 
make an editorial judgment. So why the ruse? 

The answer is simple: the only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

They should never have made that promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents of the diary. The pride they 
are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have been on display from the moment they picked the 
diary up off the ground. · . 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled about how they came to 
their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 

They have yet to-even try to defend the indefensible. N~t a proud episode in CNN's history. I'm sure there are many 
good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and are now wondering who above them 
authorized this despicable course of action. 

HRC-9423 
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### 

[Here is the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on air, 8:18pm, Friday 9/21/12: "On Wednesday we 
reported that a source familiar with ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months before his death, ambassador . . 
Stevens talked about being worrled about what he called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi. We also 
reported that the ambassador. specifically mentioned the ri~e in Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in 
libya and said he was on anal Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of CNN's reporting was carefully 
vetted. Some of that ·information .was found in·a personal journal of ambassador Steven~ in his handwriting. We came 
upon the journal through our reporting and notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them: We 
reported what we found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings.") 

· From: Bennett, Charles [mailtol 
Seqt: Sunday. Septembe~r~2~3,~2~0 .. 1:::-2 71~2 :"FSo;-3 -,;:PMr.---.J 
To~ I · · 
Subject: CNN. Statement 

.. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

H~ lean you please send me the statement RE CNN and the late .~mbassador Steven's diary. 
Thanks, 

Chuck Bennett 
Reporter 
New York Post 

b6 Per DOS 

HRC-9424 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Joanna BIDDLE I 
Monday Sep:m~b~e-:-r 2"47.~2"'0:71-,:'2""9r.:o'"s=-Ar~Mn--_. 
I _ I 
Nicolas REVI E 

Subject: RE: CNN's Explanation(s) 

Good morning ..... 1 ___ _..... 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Set up at CGI~ for the Secretary's remarks this morning. I ' m afraid our editors want us to 
write something on CNN's release of ambassador Stevens's diary, .which so far we hadn'~ 
written about. Could you please let us have either. your original statement, or a new one with 
a reaction to CNN's allegations about "shooting the messenger." Further to that there is an 
issue about ho~ they were able to get hold of it diary, when surely the Benghazi mi~sion 
should have been carefully swept -in case any classified documents had survived the fire. What 
are your comments on that · issue? 

Thanks so much,· Jo 

~~:r::::::: ::::::::~·::. 2912 4:00 "" 
Cc:_ I 
Subject: CNN ' s Explanation(s) 

All -

Excuse the intrusion on your Sunday, but I've heard from more than half of you or the media 
outlets you reP,resent asking for reaction to CNN's atrocious behavior in the handling of 
Ambassador Stevens's diary~ as originally reported by The Wall Street Journal, and expanded 
on by The Washington Post just a little while ago ~ 

I continue to hear from many of you still trying to comprehend why CNN did what they did, so 
I just want to .bring everyone up to speed at once. 

I also know that to many of you, this is not simply a 'story' as you knew or worked with 
Chris# and find this as distasteful as everyone here at State does. · 

I'm more than happy to send my existing statement . But I want to wait in case CNN issues 
another excuse of the day in order to address it. I'm struggling to keep up with them since 
they are clearly having a hard time settling on a single credible explanation that gets them 
off the hook for lying to the family. They keep changing their tune, issuing inadequate, 
confusing, and · conflicting explanations, offering four in as many days, some on air, some by 
paper. Even as .I type I'm .hearing t hey' re trying on a new one for size, peddling that the 
family didn't really understand what CNN said to them. Never mind that there were five 
people on the call that CNN is claiming four people misunderstood. 

b6 
b7C 

So once they finally get their latest story straight and stick to it, _ r·'ll follow up with you 
all. Not sure that will be anytime soon since it 's clear they don't know how to explain, let 
alone justify their actions. And I'm certainly not going to hold my breath until someone is 
held accountable. 

In the meantime, here is the Post story I mentioned above., you might find it helpful: 
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CNN vs. the State Department: A Long Story By Erik Wemple The Washington Post Posted at 02:37 
PM ET, 09/23/2012 

CNN'sAnderson Cooper on Wednesday night brought his viewers some big news about the fatal 
Sept. 11 att~cks aeainst the U.S. consulate and .nearby annf;'!x i.n Benghazi, Libya. All manner 
of details on the provenance and circumstances of the assaults that claimed the lives of U.S. 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three others have been unclear or in dispute. So the 
information that CNN divulged found an eager audience. Here's Cooper: 

Now, you are looking at the scene just outside the consulate in Benghazi as a pro-American 
crowd tried to rush Ambassado·f' ··stevens,· wno· ·w~fs ·wo(fnaed·, · ·~till·auve·,-·to··· the· hospital. · 
Tonight, [CNN] obtains exclusive inform~tion about the climate that led up to all of this. 

A source familiar with Ambassador Stevens' thinking said in the months before his death, he 
talked about being worried about what he called the never-ending security threats, 
specifically in Benghazi. The source [is] telling us that the ambassador specifically 
mentioned the rise in Islamic extremism, the growing al-Qaeda presence in Libya, and said 
that he was on an al-Qaeda hit list. 

Exclusive, foreign, terrorism-related, breaking news - that,s so CNN. The Web ate the story 
for breakfast and lunch the next day. On Friday night, Cooper returned ·to the topic of 
Stevens, this time with more compelling stuff: · 

The information for [Wednesday'- s] report, like all of CNN's reporting, was carefully vetted. 
Some. of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting. We came upon the ~ournal through our reporting and notified ~he family. 

At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we found newsworthy in 
the ambassador's writings. Our reporting followed up on what we found newsworthy, as· I said, 
in the ambassador's writings. 

Those are six very heavy sentences. And there,s an extensive story behind them, as the Wall 
Street Journal and the Huffington Post reported on Saturday. The family of the late 
ambassador had requested that CNN not issue any reports based on the journal - or even 
reference its existence- before the family consented. CNN agreed to a~ide by the family's 
wishes, according to Philippe Reines, a State Department spokesman who listened in on a 
conference call between a CNN .executive and a representative of the stevens family. 

State ·and CNN have spent a gopd part of the weekend trading nasty words on the spat . The 
length of this State Department tract alone makes clear just how peeved its leadership is: 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that when 
they finally did tell them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family1 and ultimately 
broke their pledge made to them only hours after they witnessed the return to the Unites 
States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it .around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the auth9rities? 

When a junior person at CNN called, they didn't say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, 
but I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They instead took the 
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opport~nity to ask the family if CNN. could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
: . ~hris Stevens, · and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy.' . 

When ·the senio~most levels of .CNN were finally. reached, they· needed to be convinced to do ··the 
right t~ing. But not before they. took a second shot at convincing .the family· to let them . 
report on the tontents. A family membe,r. made it crystal clear dire~tly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris'sjdiary and would not make any other decisions until then . . But that wasn't fast 
enough . for CNN; so· they helpfully offered to·send the fami~y the transcript they'd already 

. made and. pass'eci around, to put a rush on, it for their.own purposes. . 
. . . ., ,· . 

:. it was·· then made clear · to them, for what . ~ust have been the fou.rth time in the saine call, 
: that 'they want~~ to J.pok at,.it privately', together as a family b~fore making any decisions. 

Period. CNN firyally heard their request enough times that th.ey had .to accept it, a$re_ed to. 
abide by the clea~ wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the. diary or even 
allude to - ~ts· ·~xistence until hearing back from tne family. : . I . .. .. 

· B~t the ~teven~ family was never giv~n that chance~ I guess four days was a~ long as CNN 
c?uld control ~hemselves, ~o they just .went ahead an~. used it. Entirely~ b,ec~use they felt 
.bke it. Ander~on Cooper ·dldn't even. bother to qffer any other explanat1on as to· why. the 
~e~work broke its 'prom~se to the family. And only did so ·after being contacted by a reporter 

· ·asking about the · diary and their· convoluted sourCing. · · · . . . .· . I 
How· do they ju~t-ify that? ·They hav~ yet to even try to defend ·th~ indefensible. Not a proud · 
episod~ in CNNj.s history. · I'm ~ure there are many good people in .· the CNN. newsroom .equally 

·-appalled by this .decision and wondering who above·· them authorized· this course of action~ . , , .I . . . 
And CNN: I . . 
W~ thi~k th~ _p~blic had ·a right· to .know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about .the 
fears·. arid warnfngs of a terror threat before . the. ·Benghazi attack· whic~ ~re now raising 
questions about ·why the State Department didn't do .more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 

I , ' 
other U.S •. per~onnel.· _: Perhaps the real quest,ion here is why: is .. the State Department now 
atta~king the "!essenger. · · · · 

In sum, an ext~aordinary disagreement betw~en ~this country's foreign.-policy shop a~d one of 
its. more aggre~sive .agents of foreign reportage. It all stems from the unique circumstances · 

. that unraveledjon Sept. 11. The attacks on the consulat~ and annex were severe enough ~hat . 
the State Department evacuated all U.S. personnel from the compound, leaving, in effect, a·n 

I • . .· 
unsecured crimj . scene . . · ... · · · . · 

· A full . tnree days after the attack, CNN s·enior international correspondent Arwa Damon found 
Stevens' 'journ~l at the site of the Benghazi consulate, according to Reines . . I . . . . . 

. .. · 

Reines .found ·o~t about the journal not long after a ~~return of. remains" ce~remony for 
Ambassador Ste~ens and the other victims a~Andrews Air Force Base on Friday, Sept. 14. He 
r.eceived a ca~~ .. :.from State's protocol office alerting him that so~e.one _from- CNN had called 
the Stevens famlly with the news that they'd recovered the ambassador 6 s journal. To CNN's 
request to repbrt on i t;s .contents, :the .family member responded in the negative. 

The it.~vEms fali~y wan~ed .· State• 's .help, s.o .. Reines got in tou~h · wit.h a· Stevens family member ' 
who confirmed ~he story. ·for him. Now Reines wanted to chat with CNN, so he e-mailed the woman· ·· 
-·CNN staffer Mere~ittl .Eciward~ -=- .who'd reportedly contacted the Stevens family. No reply. 
·Next· on 1;he lil~·t .. was Mark Whitaker, a ranking CNN news exe~utive. Reines asked Whitaker 
whether the st~ry . he'd· heard was accurate. Whitaker confirmed the gist of things. but . ~asn't 
forthc·oming', ~e.calls ·Reines: "He was cl~ar'!y sheepish and deferysive from the beginning," ~ays 
Reit;~es. «He·:sa

1
id, ~we're ·talking to ~.ur lawyers.~ And I said, 'Mark, if you're talking to 

your lawyers, then yOU kn0~ Y0U_1 re On Shaky ground.'IU 
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Tha·t call was · ~erely a pr~lude to more calls . Later that Friday, Reines, _chatted .with R;chard 
Griffittls , a key CNN editorial ·officTal wh() confirmed possession of the Stevens diary a~d • 
explained that·lthe late ambassador .had ··procured.-it · in Stockholm and had started writing in it · 
on .~is last holiday. · Reines discus. sed gett~ng Griffiths ~n th~ line w~ th the ·Stevens family ·. 
to hash out th~ .affair. ~r.iffiths 'then ·told ·Reines how he'd pitch the fami,ly: Th~t ·the .. 
jo.urnal provid~d ·a beaufi ful window · into' Stevens's character and · dedication to hi's work' and .· . • I . . . . . . 
that they'd lil<:e p~r,mission to go ahead e~nd use it on air. 

' . . . . ., . ~- . . ~ . . • 

_·In a subsequent conference c~ll . with · the · family and State officials, CNN's Griffiths . 
. "regurgi_tated"jthe ·s·c-r·ipt; Reines ·_s-ays. -'The· f~nilily"' niemb'ei·• listened·_a·n'd ··s·aid no. Reines: f'The 
· fami~y member thoughtfully and clearly told Griffiths that this was Chris's personal property . 

. I . . . . 
and that·:.they believed · it was·. their pe_rsonal property now,· that they w·anted it back ·and that 
t~ey would not j maJ<e any oth~r ~_ecisio.n.s about it" until they reviewed it . .. There wasn't an 

· insistence tha~ 'they'd never bles s -~ts . use, nor an indiCation that they wCiuld-:-. just a 
. · .preferente that they jointly take •a look at the contents before . making any __ decisions. 

Gr.iffiths ·askeb · if the family would ·.l:Je ~kay with CNN at least saying·.that lt ·'had recovered 
~he ~our.nal .on J 'the site of the attacks and had returned .it to· the family. Family membe~ : No. 

After that rej~ctio~, Griffith~· told the Stev~ns family member that CNN had transcribed the . . 
diary· and could pass .it along in e-mail f.or.mat. The family member· declined ·to ~hare an e-mail·· 
address, so th~ parties . agreed tha~ Griffiths would· send the .text :tC? .. ~eines, , who would_ 'then 

· forwa~d it' on .to t~e .S~evens ,family. Reines fulfilied·: .his middleman role ·and ·say_s htf has 
.·never.·gli_mpsedj at the contents of .the e-mail; nor has any State Department : official had 
acc'ess :"to ft, 'he says . · · · · · ·. . . I - ·. 

· 0!'le clear. take.away from the conference c.all·, says Reines, is CNN'.s stand~ng on the .question 
of. ·f~mily deference. It . was absolute; :: he ' says - Griffiths stated that the .network wo.uld· hon~r 
the w.~she·s··. ~f ~tle family not to men~ion the j_ournal on air. "There w~:S no. pther ~aveat : or / 
astensk," . says Reines, - ~hose account . w~s corroborated by two other State ~epartment sources 

, ; 

1 . • . . ' . . 

who· overhea~d ! ·he conferen~e cal~. . ·. · .. :--- _ . · · . .' . ._: . -.. . 

· '!he next step· ,was arranging . for · Damon t .<?. pass the j~urnal along_ to an Italian dip.loma~. so . ·. · 
. t _hat it could be· delivered back to the' family . "The' .. first order of business ... was .- getting this 

out of CNN"s h
1ai1ds, given their behavior and their insensitive interactions ·with the f~mily," · · 

says .R~ines . ; I _ : . , · . ../· ·. .. · .. : · .·· 
Things .. weret quiet until the following week, when Cooper began wha·t Reines . called f~breathless" ·. 
CO'(erage alleging _that Stevens ··believed he was on an al -Qae~a hit· list_.' · Th~t information, in / .. 
Cooper:-" s wordi!ng, wa·s based · ori. an anonymous source •. 't-fhey· constructed som·ething that allowed· : · 
them ;to satisf.y their minimal. journalistic. standards to bre·ak their pledge to the· family," · ... · 

· says Reines ~ ·: .. : · 

·The : ne~work d~ ffer.s, saying ·· that _it had "multiple sour.ces" for that .information •. · nout of 
. respect -to the family, we .~ave not ·quoted from or shown the journal," says·: a .o:dm ·:·staten~e~,t _. 

-C~N n~ve~ appJlse~ anyone in the Stevens family of its plans.to mention the .journal o~ · air, 
_says Reines, ~hough a · (NN source insists that the network tded many times to reach the 
. family after the Sept. 14 conference call, nto no avail. u In its statement, CNN _gives :.this 
explanation f6r discussing the item·on air: I . 
Th!;! reason CNN ultimat~ly reported 
to media ~rgaAizations incor rectly 
we did. 

.. . ··. 
Friday on. the existence ·of the journal was because leaks 
suggested CNN had not quickly returned the j_ournal; .wh_ich ... , 
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Odd bit of reasoning: Did CNN run some .material because someone had apparently peddled false 
rumors to other news outlets? The Wall Street Journal, says Reines, was poking around at this 
story, asking CNN if it was true that it had come into possession of the Stevens journal. 
(The Wall Street Journal declined to comment on the matter). 

u[CNN's] explanation for breaking their promise to the ambassador's family is that someone 
wa_s leaking on them, rather than any kind of responsibility to their own standards," says 
Reines. "That ~s hardly a profile in courage.~~ Aside from this non-consideration, . says 
Reines, CNN's editorial formulations didn't change from the moment it spoke with the family 
to the time that it appri.sed its viewers of the journal. urhe only thing that changed was 
their integrity,n says Reines. 

Any fair accounting of this dispute must start with an endorsement of CNN's industriousness. 
That a reporter from _the network got to the scene and fetched an item. that no one else had 
found speaks well of CNN and its commitment to international reporting. If CNN hadn't been on 
the ground, after all, the Stevens family may never have recovered the journal. That a news 
organization, and not a u.s. gov~rnment entity, scored the journal speaks ill of the latter. 

From there, the story gets more complicated. Journals enjoy an exalted cone of privacy among 
civilized people: Hands off. 

That cone shatters, of course, when we're talking about the writings of an ambassador who's 
been killed in a high-profile attack in a volatile foreign country. Reflections and 
information in the journal may be of immediate public interest, an imperative that steamrolls 
any considerations· about privacy. Not only was CNN right to read and copy the journal, but. 
also it was obligated by its newsgathering mission to do. so. 

Judging from the record, it,s clear that the journal was instrumental _in CNN's Wednesday 
night story about Ambassador Stevens and the al-Qaeda angle. That piece was unflattering to 
the interests of the State Department, which, after all, is entrusted with protecting its 
personnel overseas. Is that, why State is so upset over this matter? Not at all, says Reines: 
"The reaction that they are getting ·[from State] is in response to their lying to the 
family,n said Reines. As to the underlying story about how effectively State protected its 

· people, Reines · responds, "Questions about what happened are legitimate and are being asked 
and are being reviewed.~~ 

Now, on to how CNN handled the family of the late ambassador. The network appeared to be 
leading from behind when it asked for permission to use the journal in its broadcasts - an 
approach that suggests that the family had veto rights over the material. A more headstrong 
news organization would have politely told the family that it had recovered this personal 
effect, had reviewed it and was inclined to use the material .• Had the family obj·ected, CNN 
could have responded that -it would take its wishes into consideration but would issue no 
guarantees. Says Re1nes: "If they had Mirandized the family in that phone call . . . I would 
say 1 disagree and I probably would appeal, but at the end of the day I would disparage them 
to my colleagues and would say .the media sucks and here's another example, but I wouldn't 
make an argument to them on the law." 

### 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and inte~ded solely for the 
use of the ind~vidual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this email in 
error, plea se contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If you are not the 
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. 

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at http://www.afp.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

I ~ I . . 
sunay. $eptember23. 2012 3:35PM 
I I 

Subject: Re: CNN 

Ok 

Let's do it 

But I need .to call you from a hardline that doesn't ring in 

Original ·Message 
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto~--------------------~ 
~~~f: su:dav. seotembel 231 2012 e3:33 PM 

Subject: RE: CNN 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

~----~~~any ~ews? As I said the State Dept point of view 'will be very feeble if we can only 
use the statement. Please let me know asap as I need to script .the sequence. Thanks 

~~~~rrigin:l message----

Sent: · 23 Septe~ber 2012 20 :14 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

I . . 
would it be in~eracting with .the e.thicist or just the host? · N.ot looking for a debate 

Original .Message 
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto~I ______________________ J 

Sent : Sunday, September 23, 2012· 03 .: 12 PM 

To:l I 
Subject: RE : CNN 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

Ok I will have ' a look in a minute.l lare. you going to come on. Because so far I have 
a former State Dept official saying the story raises ·issues about the security on the ground 
and a media et~ics commentator who says it's in the public interest. So we really need you to 
come on 1 e~en if. it's just for 3 minutes. 

;~~~:r::·:"·: M:s··::-----
sent : ep em er 12 20 :05 
To : Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

You should digest this: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/erik-wemple/post/cnn-vs-the
state-department -a-long-story/2012/09/23/36f4d9dc -eSlc-lle2 -8102-ebee9c66e190_blog.html 
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··. 

. •'·. 

. 
·-,.-~~ .originai

1 
M~~sage -:---

. Fro!ll:. Na~een~.}ottoor. [mailt~~~~---------.J 
· · Senl: Sunday I. Seotember . 231 ' . 2012 .. 03: 01 PM' 
· To; l _ I 
.' · SiJbje~t :· RE: C~N · . . . ·: 

SoL 

;~~~ trj pj nal :essaee-- .. -- . 
Sent: 23·September 2012 19:24 . I ..• •. 

To: ~a~eena Ko~toor . · .... 
s.ubject: Re::· CNN 

Yes 
· ..• : 

··.· .. 

.... 

·~·;.,~--. Original Message __ .;.__ · 
. F·rom: .. N~weena Kottoor [mail to,..l __ ....__ ........ ___ ....;.....;.;....-b 

·. ~~1~: :tin::Y· · :":pi:emb:rl·~3~. ~·~12 02:23. PM 

SUt5)eC : : C . ·. ··. 
. . •. ·.. ...1 . 
Ok., ·do y~u·th~nk.you can let;me k~ow by l500.EST? . , . . . . .I ·.. .· ....... ·.· . 
· :.. -..: ~ -e:irtinal M:ssa::· ----- . 

. ~~~~~ 23 septem er .. 12 19:18 
- • • . •, I . . . • 

· . To: Naveena .. Kottoor 
.. .' . l 

· S.ubject! R~: CNN . . . . . ·:· .. 

I 
·:. 

·· ...... 
·1 h~ar ya. ! ~ . . 

Give nie a bi f tQ see w~at ii ~e wil( b~ .like at 4pm · 

:~ · ...... '• .. 

-.--"'"- or:-igin·a~ 'Message ----·- . 
Fr9m: Navee~a ~9ttoo~ '[mail tor------------..;....--. 
:s~nf : sundav I September 23, 2.0~2 02: 16 PM 
To:_ ... I · 
SubJect: RE :· CNN 

.Hi,,.··;·:' 

. :.·t' 

•.,. 

. '• 

. ' 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. ... 

b6 Per DOS, FBI· 
.b7C Per FBI 

· •:· w~ c;tr.e on ·a~r 'five· a~ .. 16~0 EST, and you would be· on a~r for a9out 3 or·~ minutes~ we would 
.. probably can· you at 1608 to ·establi'sh the line, and you would be on air between 1610 and' 
1619 .EST.: On th~· phone or. on Skype. We also· h·ave a media ·conime~tator· ~m the 'journalistic 
ethi.cs bu~ ':it'~ almost impossible to. put the State Department's a~d family view. across just 

. ·,·. 
with.the statement. . · .. ' ·I 

·- Would ·that work for you.? 

. ~est, 
HRC-9431 
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Naveena 

-----Original Message-----
From:! 
Sent:~2~3~S~e~p~te~m~b~e-r~20~1~2~1~9-:~12~----------------~ 
To : Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

I • 

I definitely can't for awhile, but until what time here in DC could you make it work by 
phone? 

Original Message 
·From: ~aveena Kottoor [mailtol ~ 
Sent: Sunday~ ~eptember 23, 2e~1~2~e2~.~. e--8--PM ____________ _, 
To =~-:-1 ___________ ____JI 

Subject: RE: CNN 

HelloL..I __ ___,.....~, I 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

Thanks a lot for this. Are :you sure you don"t want to come on air? It wouldn"t ~o~ longer . 
than 5 minutes. It's very diffi~ult for us to ·cover. this for broadcast just wit~statements. 
We could also ~rerecord something .anytime from now. ·My number isl I b6 Per DOS 

Thanks a lot, Naveena 

.;;~;r:~·~"·: -:···::-----
sent: ep em er 12 18:44 
To: .Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: CNN 

Naveena "" 

Thank you for the opportunity to come on your show, but given how little I've slept over the 
past 12 days, ~·m afraid I wouldn't be especially coherent. I'm happy though to pass on the 
statement I have sent others. Everything that follows is ON the record and attributable to 

·me: 

Given the tru.th of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 
I 

b6 
b7C 

What they're not· Owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary weil before botherin~ 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that 
when they finally did inform them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and 
ultimately broke their pledge, made .to the Stevens family only hours after they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or n,otify the authorities? 

Then, someone who seems to be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. 
Setting aside the question of why CNN didn't ·assign that obviously delicate call to someone 
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. more appropria~e> that person di.dn 't say I 'Hello; .'i kno~ this is a tetrible time, I'm. so~ry 
··for your loss. ! But ;I'm sure you want your ·.son ' s diary~ where do you want .it .sent?' .They 
instead· took ·t~e opportunity to ask the family if CN.N could report on its contents. Conten~s : 
known only to Chris Stevens~ and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were tol~ ~ no. . . . ·· : : · . 

I . 
At this ·point the · stevens family reach~d out to us to· enlist our · help with CNN . 

. When t~e seni~~most levels of CN~ were ~ilially . reach~d, they needed to be convinced to de;> the . 
right thing . · But· not . before they took another. shot at convincing the family to let them 
.report ~n the tontents ~ A family member made if: cry~tal clear directly t~ · CNN. that ·they ·. · 

· ~anted Chris'sldiary and would not ~ake any other decisions uotil then. But that wasn't fast 
enough fo~ ·cNNf .. so .. they graci~.usly offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passe~ a~ound internal.lx, . to put a rush on ttle family for their own purposes • . I . . . . 
CNN .then pressed for permission .to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were· told no. · 
. . I . . . . 
It .w~s · . then made clear · t~ ~NN yet again that they wanted .to loo~ at it privatelyj together as 
a family befor~ making any ·decis ions·. Period~ ·eN~ fiM1ly .accepted ·what ·they were hearing, ·· .. , 

I • . 
agreed to abide by the dear wishes of the Stevens· family~ and pledged not to use .. the diary 

. o~ ~v~n al~~de l to i .ts ~xis.~eri~e .. u~til ·~.ear in~ . back frQm· the ~amily to g~an~ their permis~ion~ . . .. .. 

But the Steven~ family was ~ev~r:- .given that ~hance. It seems . that _four days is as long a.s . 
. CNN .can control thems.elves,: so t~ey just went ahead and used · it·~ Entirely because they felt . 

like .~t. Anderson . Cooper did.n ' t ev~n . bother to ·offer:-· any . explan~tion as. t? why t.h~ ~etwork ' 
·broke its promise to . .t.he :family. ·And he .oniy made that. statement after · cr~N was contacted by 
reporters askihg CNN to explain their convoluted . sourcing • . · · · · . · 

<:NN' s actions ·ln~ Coop~r • s admis~~~n, and su~seq.Lie~~ sta~f~~ents. by ,CNN raise serious 
questions thatlthey won't· answer. · Because they can't. without indicting their own behavior. 
But .there is ohe question more than any other ·that they ·nee~ to a·ns.wer: If .they weren't 
going to respett the family's wishes, why did CNN ·even ·bother. to ask them w~at they wanted to 
happen with th~· dfary?. CNN had already read every' word of the diary: before speaking with · ~he 
family . . They knew exactly w~at it contained. If they had assessed pa~ed on what they re~d 

"~hat they: had. ~ responsibility tQ. ttie. public to report on the cont~nts of the. di-~ry, why .. 
didn't they·ju~t say that right away~ explain it to the family, · ~nd then proceed as they . · . 
deemed appropriate. and necessary? Nothing in the·diary changed· over the days that followed. 
Froin· the · outse~, CNN had ~very piece of infor11ation -they heeded to.:make an · editorial . . . 
judgment. ·So why the ruse? . · . 

The answer Is limpie: the only thing that changed as the days went on was i::NN's integrity. 
. . l . ,. 

· They should . never have made that. promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents o.f 
the di~ry: rhb pride they are now': showing in their journaliStic responsibilities should have· 
been on display .from the moment they P.icked the diary up off the ground. · 
They could have spared tl"!emselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled· 
·about how ' th~yl c.ame .to their reporting,; ·and more important than anything else:~ spared: the 
family , from the e110tional whiplash CNN created . . · · :. . . I . ... .. . . 
T~ey have y~t t[ ~ even .tr,y to defend ~he indefensible. . Not . a proud episode in CNN · s history. 

· I m sure. there are many good people 1n the CNN newsroom ·equally .appalled by what happened and 
are now wonder1.ng ·who above, 'them authorized this· despicable ~ourse ·of act i on. 

. \ 
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:·:· [Here ·is the · a~ove referenced .statement An.derson Coope~ made on air, ~;i8pm, _Friday 9/21/12: 
"On Wednesday ~e report~d that a source.: familiar with ambas~ador Stevens' ·thinking ·said in 
the·· mo~ths bef6re his .d~ath, ·amb·assador Stevens talked · about being. worried about what he 
called the nevJr-en.ding securlty threats in Benghazi. We also rep()rted that·· the ambassador-. 

. specif.i.ca~ly m.~ntioned the rise in Islamic. extremism, the growing .al Qaeda ·presence in libya 
and said he. wa~ on ~n al Qaeda hit. list •. The ·information for .·that report' like all of CNN' s. 

· ·. r.eporting .was ·~arefully vetted. Some ·'of that informa1;ion was found in a personal journal· ·.of· 
ambassado~ Ste~ens 1n hfs hand"writing. We · came upon··the journal through our reporting ar:td . 
notified the. f~mily • . At· their request, we .returned that journal to them." We reported _what we 
found newswort~y .in the' ambassador's· writings. A reporter fol~owed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 

l . 

--r-~----~---~1------~------~ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk . 
T~is .e -·ina.il· (a~d. any attachments) is confidential and may contain_. personal views which are.· 
not t~e . v~-:ws ·?(:the .BBC uniess specifically stated. 
If you have .received it -in · · 
error.,. please delete it from y·our system. 
Do not use, co~y or disclose the . 

. il')formation ·.inJ an·y way . nor . a~t in reliance on it and n~ti fy the send.er ~mmediately • 
. Please :note that. the BBC mon1tor.s e-mails sent or rece1ved. 

Further communication will signify your ' consent to this. 
, I ' . . 

~-~--- - ----------------------

•' 

· h~~~~ii~~bb~I~6~~~--- ~ --~--
.. Th_is ~·-mail . (a?d ar:iy at~achments) is confidential and may conta1f! ·personal views which are . 

not the .vi.ews ·of the BBC unl~ss specifically stated. 
:r f you have retei ved it in . 

. I -
· er.ror, please ·delete it from:your system. 
Do not ·use, copy· or disclose the 

. informa_tfon in~ any ~ay nor act . in reliance on it ar1d riotify . the sender .immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Furthe.r ._communtcat1on ·will signify your consent to this. 
---~--~------~-~------- ---~-- . 

h~~~~ii::~bb~[~~~~k- -- --~- -- ·!. 

Th~s . e-ma~l - ( ard· ;~my. att~chments) is confidential and . may conta.in personal views which are. 
not the v1ews of the BBC unless specifically_ stated. 
If you have. refeived it ln . · 
erro~, please ijelete- it from your syste~ . 

. . I . 
· Do.-.not: use;. copy · or disclose the 

information inlany way ~nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Furthe~ cornmuni~ation wi~l signify ·your consent to this. 
~----- -~ --~---L-------- --~ -~- . 
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http://www.bbc~cq.uk . 
·rhis e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential. and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If ·you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
.information in any way nor act in· reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further' communication will signify your consent 'to this. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and· ·any attach~ents) is cpnfidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received it · in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy o~ disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify. the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent ~o this~ 

------------------------~----
http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 

· not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose t ·he 
information in any way nor. act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received~ 
Further communication wiil signify your consent to this. 
-----------------~------- - ---, 
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From: 
sent: 

: To:- . 

.Naveena Kottoorl 
I Sunda::septemb''-j-r~23:::-,-:::2~0~12~3=-.:-r34':"". ~P~l"T""" .. - . -. ---J 

b6 Per DOS , FBI · · 
b7C Per FBI . 

Subject: ~E cf'JR . · . . 
- .· ....... : . .. · ·.··· . . . .......... .. · ... ... - .. . 

: ., 
. . 

. ,.., ------.hmy pews? As I ~aid ~he ~tate · D~pt point; ~f view. -~ill. b~. ver~ _-'f~ebl~ -if we ca~ oniy_. : 
· use_·.,the st~t.e~rt. :Pl.ease let me .. know asap· as I need ' to·· script t)1e. sequ~P.-'.e·.'; Thanks. 

-----Or.iginal -Messace-----
Frci~~ f b6 
Sent:-~2~3~s~e~pTte~m~6-e-r~. 2~0~1~2~. ~20~:1~4~---------~ b7C 

. . . . . , . 
· To: Naveena Kottoor 

. . I. .. Subject:. Re: 'CNN 

·would. i~ · be interacting -with .the ethicist or just the ~os~?. Not looking for a debate 

----- Original Message -----
.From _~ Naveen_a ~ottoor · [mail to,__ ___ ___, ______ ...J 

·· Sent: ·sunday; .september 23, . 201-2 03:12 PM 
To:l I · 
Subject :·. RE:· CNN 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

.Ok l · will· · ha~e a look .in ·a minute .. l pre·. you g(?ing to· c:ome on. ~~cause so far I ··.have 
· a former Sta~e1 ·De.pt official saying the story ·raises ~~sues a~oLit· . the s~_cur.i ty on the·· ground · 

and .a .lrieciia et~ics commentator who says it's in the.:public .. interest. So, we .·really need you to 
come on~ even if it ' s just ·for. 3 minutes . · · · .; · . . I. .. . . 

:. · -- - .--orid~al ·Message - --~- . 
.:' b6 · From:l 

Sent:·~2~3~s~¢7pt~e~m~b~e~r~2~0~1~2~. 2~0~:~0~5----------------~ b7C . 
. 1 ' • . 

To: Naveena Kottoor · 
·. . I . 

~u~ject: Re: CNN . . . . : . 

~~~ · should. d~glst ···this: _:http:/ /~.washingtonpost. CQ.Itlib.logs/erik-~emple.;post/cnn•vs-the- · .·. 
state-departll)~ht-a :.long:..story/2012/09f23/36f4d9dc-051c-11e2~8~~2~ebee9c66e190~blog.html . 

·:----- Original Message ---·--
From: Na~ee~.a ~q~~oor (m~ilto'-----:-. --....,..---.,......J 
Sent: Sunday., "Sept ember .2·3., 2012 .03:01 PM-: 

, To: ~.:-1 ----;""......-::o:=--=-____,...JI . · 
.. Subj~ct ·: ~ RE: CNN 

· .' . . so? 

. ·-~ •. ,..-original Message- ----
· ·From: I 
sent:~2~3~- ~s~e~p~te~m~b-e-r~20~1~2~1~9~:~2~4------------------~ 

·ro: Naveena Kottoor 
Subj~ct: Re :: c'N~ : 

... ·. ..... . . I · 
( 
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Yes 

----- Original Message -----
Froo: Naveena K·ottoor [llailtoi:-1-:-~--------__J 
Sent: Sunday·; .. s·eptember .. 23, · 2012 02: 23 PM · 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI · 

To:l I · 
Subject: RE: CNN 

ok·, do you thin.k you can let me know by 1500 EST? 

;~~~~rri gjnaJ Message-- - -I( mail to: reinesp@state .gov] 

Sent: 23 September 2012 19:18 
·To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN · 

I hear ya 

Give me a bit t .o see what life ·will be like at 4pm 

b6 
b7C 

Original Mess~ge · ____ _ 
From: Naveena K~ttoor [mailto~I ___________ Ja 
~ ~y · S~m::v. S:~tembe 1 23, 2012 02 : 16 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Sub)ec'f: : C~ . 

Hi, 

We are on air live at 1600 EST, and you would be on air for about 3 or 4 minutes, we.would 
probably call you at 1608 to establish the line, and you·would be on air between 1610 and 
1619 EST. On the phone or on Skype. We also have a media commentator on the journalistic 

. ethics but it's almost impossible to put the s.tate Department's and family view across just 
with the statement.. · 

Would. that wor~ for you? 

Best, 
Naveena 

-----original Me·ssage----

From:~~~~~~----~~~----~--------------------------------~ 
Sent: 23 Septe~ber 2012 19:12 
To : Naveena Kottoor 
Subjeci: Re: CNN 

I definitely can't for awhile, but until what time here in DC could you make it work by 
phone? 

Original ·Message 
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From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto 
~----~--------------~ Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2912 92:88 PM 

b6 Pe r DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To:l I 
Subject: RE: CNN 

Hello I.._ __ __, 

Thanks a lot ··for ··this. Are you · sure you don't want to come on air? It· wouldn't take longer· 
than 5 minutes~ It's very difficult for us to cover this for broadcast just with statements. 
We could also· .Prerecord something anytime from now •. My number isl I . b6 Per DOS 

Thanks a lot, Naveena 

. From: I -----Original M:s••:•-----
Sent: 23 Septem ere12 18:44 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: CNN 

Naveena ..: 

Thank you for the. opportunity to come on your show~ but given how little I've slept ·over the 
past 12 days, ·I'm afraid I wouldn't be especially coherent. I'm happy ·though to pass on the 
statem~nt I have sent others. Everything that follows is ON .. the recor~ and attributable to 
me: 

Given the truth of how this was.handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

b6 
b?C 

What they're not. owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering 
to tell. the· family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that 
when they finally did inform them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and 
ultimately broke their pledge, ·made to the Stevens family .only hours after they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains. · · · 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along ·with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the fa~ily or notify the authorities? 

Then, someone who seems to be ·a junior blogger at CNN, ~ventually called the Stevens family. 
Setting aside the question of .why CNN didn't assign that obviously delicate call to someone 
more appropriate, that person didn't say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, I'm sorry 
for your loss. But I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They 
i nstead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. But not before they took another shot at convincing. the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they . 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
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enough for CNN, so they gra.ciously offered .to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around internally, to put a rush on the f amily for .their own pu.rposes. 

CNN then pressed for pe.rmission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 

It was then made Clear to C~N yet again that they· wanted to look at it privately;· together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary 
or. even allude ' to its : existence until hearing back from the family· to grant their permission. 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. It se·ems that four· days is as long as 
CNN can. control themselves, .59 they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn · t even b·other to offer any explanation ·as to why the network 
broke its promise to the family. And he only made that statement after CNN was contacted by 
reporters asking CNN to .explain their convoluted sourcing. 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise serious 
questions that ·they won't answer. Because they can't without indicting ~their own behavior . 
But there is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't 
going to respect the family's wishes~ why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with the diary? CNN had already read every word of the diary before speaking with the 
fa.mily. They knew exactly what it contained. . If they had · asses sed based .on . what they read 
that they had a responsibility to the publfc to report on the contents of the diary, why 
didn't they just say that. right away, explain it to the family, and then proceed as they 
deemed approp·riate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over the days that followed. 
From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an editorial 
judgment. So why the ruse? 

The answer is simple: the only thing that changed as the· .days went on was CNN's integrity . 

They should never have made that promise if they felt compelled to · report on the contents of 
the diary . The P!"ide t~ey are now showing in· their journalistic responsibilities . should have 
been on display from the moment they picked the diary up off the ground. 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being. misled 
about how they came to .their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the 
family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 

They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud .episode in CNN's history. 
I'm sure there are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and 
are now wonder~ng who above them authorized this despicable course of action. 

### 

[Here is the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on . air, 8:18pm, Friday 9/2.1/12 : · 
uon Wednesday we reported that a source familiar .with ambassador. Stevens' thinking said in 
the months before his death, ambassador Stevens talked about.being worried about what he 
called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi. We also reported that the ambassador 
specifically mentioned the rise in ·Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in Libya 
and sa id he was on an al Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of CNN's 
reporting was carefully vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the ~amily. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 
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. . -.--: ------:- -- -·r-----·---------. 
http:/ /..Mw.bbc.-.co.uk · . 
This e-mail (dnd any attachment's) is· confidential and may contain personal views which are 

. not the views .. Pf' the· BBC unress specif_icany·· stated. -.:, · .. 

If you have· re.ceived it in . · 
. error~ please :delete it from your system. ·. 
. :. Do. not: use, copy or disclos'e the 

. information lrl'any way nor ·act in reliance on _ i~ and notify the sender. -immedia~ely. 
Please· note that the BBC. monitors e,_mails' sent" or received. 

:~~~~~~~ _ ~·~~~~=~:==~~ _ ~=~~ ~ ~=~ni fy yo~r consent · to this • 

. -------~-~~--,-----~----~-: --
http://www.bbc.co.uk _ 

· This e-mail · (~nd any ~ttachments) is ·confident~al and ni~y.contain personal views·which are 
not the views jof the sse unless specifically stated . . · .. 

·If .you· have received it in · · 
errorj please !delete. it f.rom your system. 

. Do not:·use, copy or disclose the 
information irt any way .n.or act J:.ri reliance on it and notify the sender immediately •. 
P,-iease· note.tHat the sse monitors e-mails sent or received~ 
~~~=~~~-~~~~~=~~==~~·-~=:~-·~=gnify your.. consent t~i this. · 

..·. · . . · . 

Jl',• 

... . -~~~---:- -~-- , ---------------
http: //WWW. bbc; .. co; Uk . ·. . . . . . . : . "' . i . . . . 

This e-mail (~nd any attachments) is confidential and . may .. contai'n··_. perso.nal views "which are 
not the ,dews jof· the sse· u~less speci:fically .. state(1. · . 
If .. you ·have received .it in · . · .· ·. · . . ·· 
error I please I ch~·lete it . from your . system. 

· Do not use, copy or disclose the . · 
information iM any ·way nor act ·in reliance on it and ·notify t .he send.er immediat.e~y. 
Please . note' t~at the BBC monitors e-mails ·'sent or received. · 
F.urth.er c6rMtu1i~ati~n will signify .your c~nse~t t~ this . 

. ,. 

-~.~-- - - -7---·-1----------.------
~~-- -~-----~-t~------p--~~~- ~· . 

. http://~.bbc .. co.uk · · · . 
This· e·-mail ( ~nd· any. ·~ttach~ent.s) is confidential and may cont~in personal ·views· which are 
not the views Jof the BBC unless ~~ecifically . stated. 

· .rf· you h~ve ·received it in . ·. · . 
error,· please ''delete it from . your s ys tern. 
Do:·not ~se, copy or .disclos~ 'the· . 
information 1? any way nor ~.ct in reliance on it and :notify the sender immed~ately . 
Please n·ote that the BBC. monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further. commuhication will . signify your consent to this. 

I . 
-~-~-------------------------
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http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of .the BBC unless specifically ·stated. 
If you have received it in . 
er.ror, please delete it from y~ur system. 
Do not use. copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender im~ediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent· or received. 
Further communication will sign~fy your consent to this. 

http: I /www. bbc·. co .. uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received. it in 
errorJ1 ple.ase delete it from your system • . 
Do not use. copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on U and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note -that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Naveena Kottoor---~~~~~~--_. 
Sunda~~September 23, 2012 3:17PM 
I __ I · 
RE: C . 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

You don't have .to interact if you don't want to, we would do a straight interview with you. 
Then the ethici.st. And · if you want you can come back on but you don't. have to debate. · 

~---~Original Message--~-- · 
From:l 
Sent:~2~3r.~s~e~prte~m~b~e~r~2n91~2~2~a~:~l4~--------------~ 
To: Naveena ~ottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

Would it be interacting with the ethicist or just the host? .. · Not looking for a debate 

Original _Message 
From: Naveena Kotto~r [mailtol r 
Sent: Sunday. Septembe~ 23, 29~1~2~9~3~:~1~2~P~Mr------~ 
To:[ ~ J · 
Subject: RE: CNN . 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Ok _I will have·~ look in a minute I I are you going to come on. Because so far I have 
a former State ·oept ·official saying the story raises ·issues about the security on the ground 
and a media ethics _commentator who says it's . in the public interest. So we ·really need you to 
come on, even if it's just for 3 minutes. 

b6 
b7C 

;~~~~1cjpinal Messaee- -~-- b6 
_Sent: 23 ·September 2912 29:95 b7c 
To: Naveena Kottoor 

. Subject: Re: CNN 

You should digest ·this: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/erik-wemple/post/cnn-vs-the
state-departme~t-a-long-story/2912/99/23/36f4d9dc-951c~11e2-8192-ebee9c66e~99~blog.html 

Original Message 
From: Naveena Kottoor· [mailto~~~~--~----------~ 

·~~ll: Sun::Y· S:otembeJ 23, 2912 93:91 PM 

SubJect : : (FJ 

So? 

-----Qriginal Message - ---
From:L~~~~~----~--~~------------------~ 
Sent: 23 September 2912 19:24 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 
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Yes 

Original Message -----
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto~~~':"":""~~-----.J 
Sen\: Sunday. September 23, 2012 02:23 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI · 
b7C Per FBI 

To: I I 
Subject: RE: CNN 

Ok, do you think you can let me know by 1500 EST? 

-----Original Messa:e-----
From: I _ 
sent:~2n3~s~e~pt~ea.m~b~e~r~~eTiz~1"9r.:~i~8r---------__J 
To: Naveena Kottoor · 
Subject: Re: CNN 

I hear ya 

Give me a bit to see what life will be like at 4pm 

b6 
b7C 

Original Message 
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto·~---------------.J 
Senf' Sunday. September 23, 2012 02:16 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To:_ I 
Subject: RE: CNN 

Hi, 
; 

We are on air live at 1600.EST, and you would be on air for about 3 or 4 minutes, we would 
probably call you at 1608 to establish the line, and you would be on air between 1610 and 
1619 EST. On the phone or on Skype. We also have a media commentator on the journalistic 
ethics. but it's almost impossible to put the State Department's and family view across just 
with the stat~ment. 

Would that wo~k for you? 

Best, 
Naveena 

I 

----~original·Message-----
From:l 
Sent:~~23~S~e~pt~e=m~b~e~r-2~0~1~2~1~97.:1~2~--------~ 

.ro: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: (NN 

I definit~ly can't for awhile, but until what time here in DC could you make it work by 
phone? 

Origina~ Message -----
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From: Naveena ~ottoor [mailto 
_Sent: ·sunday. September 23 ~ 20=-1~2:-:0:!":· 2:-:-:0:-::8--~PM:-7--------:-1 
To:L ~ I 
Subject: RE: CNN · · Hellog . · . . 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. Thanks a lot for this. Are yo~ s'ure you don~ t want to. come · on ~ir? I~ wouldn~ t take longer 
than 5 minutesj .. ~-It'-s very difficult -for us to cover· thi~ for brQadcast just with statements . . 
we · could also prerecord something anytime from now. ·My number i~ I b6 Per nos · . I . .. 
Thanks a lot, Naveena J 

! 
' . . .l ' 

.. _, ;;~~~friqinaJ Messaae- -.--
b6 

sent: 23 Septe'mber 2012 18:44 . 
To: ·Naveena Ko'ttoor . 
Subject: CNN 

Naveena -

Thank you for the opportunitx to c~me on your show~ but given how little I've slept over the
past 12 days~ I'm afraid .l wouldn't be especially _coh_erent. I'm happy though. to pass· on the 

· .. statement I have sent others. . Ev~r~thing that follows· ·is ON the recor.d and 'attribut'able t() 
me: 

b7C 

Given the trt1th of how this was handled, CNN. patting themselves on· the back is· disg~_sting. · . . , · 

What. they· · ·r~ ~ot owning up ·to ·is · reading and tr~nscribing Chris's diary. well before bother,ing 
to tell the. family or anyone .else that they too~ it from the site of the attack~ Or that ·. · · ·· 

. when t _hey fin~lly . did inform them~ they completely· ignored· the wishes of the family, and· . ;· 
u_ltimately broke :th~ir pl,edge, made t o .the Stevens · family only hours after they witnessed tt'!e . · 

. return to theiUnites States o: C~ris's remains. . . . . . :_ . .. .. . . · . . _ .· 

Whose first instinct is . to remove. from a crime scene th~ _ diar.y of a man killed along with · 
.. .- three other Alhericans 'serving our country., read it, t~anscribe ft, email it around your .·. 

news_room for _ bthers .to · read, and only when their. curiosity is fully ·satisfied thinks · to · call 
the family or notify the authorities? . ' ' 

. . . . 
Then·, . ~omeone who seems to be a junior. blogger at . CNN~ - eventually called tt)e-Stevens fC!JililY. 
Setting· aside the question of why CNN. didn ' t.assignthat-- obv~ously _ de~;cate call ·to someone · 
mor~· appropriate, ·that person didn.'t say, 'Hello,· I _know this_ -is a ter.rible time, I'm sorry 

' for your loss!· ·. But I I m su_re ·you want your son. s diary~ where do ' _Y9U warit- it sent?. 'They ' . 
-instead ,took Fhe oppqrtuni:ty to ask· the family if <;N.N could repor:-t on its· ·content.s. Contents . 
known only· t~f Chris · Stev!i!nS~ and t~ose at CNN who had ·already invade_d his privacy. 

They were ~ told no . . . . 

. At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our help wit h CNN. 

When the senior~ost levels of CNN were finally reached~ t hey needed to be convinced to. do the 
·right thing'. I But ·not before they took another shot .at convincing the family 'to le~ .them ' . I . 
report on th~ contents. A family member made it -crystal clear directly to CNN that they · . 
wanted Chris '•s diary and would not make any other decisions u!')til then. But tha:t wasn • t ·'fast-
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enough for CNN~ so they graciously offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around internally, to put a rush on the family for their own purposes. 

·CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 

It was· theri made Clear to CNN yef again that they· wanted to look ·at it' pr}vately, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary 
or even allude to its existence until hearing back from the family to grant their permission . . · 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. It .seems that four days is as long as 
CNN can control themselves, so ·they just. went ahead and used it. Entirely because ~h~y felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn :t even bother to offer any explanation as to why the network 
broke its promise to the family. And he only made that statement after CNN was contacted by 
reporters asking CNN to explain their convoluted sourcing. 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise serious 
questions that they won ' t answer. Because they can't without indicting their own behavior . 
But there is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't 
going to respect the family's wishes, why did CNN. even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with the diary? CNN had already read every word of. the diary before speaking with the 
family . They knew exactly what ~t contained. If they had assessed based on what they read 
that they had a responsibility to the public to report on the contents of the diary~ why 
didn't they just say that right away, explain it to the family, and then proceed ·as they 
deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over the days that followed . 
From the outset, CNN .had every piece of information they ·needed to make an editorial 
judgment. So why the ruse? 

The answer is simple: the only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

They should never have made.that : promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents of 
the diary. The' pride they are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have 
been on display from the moment they picked the diary up off the ground. 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled 
about how they came to their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the 

.family from the emotional whiplash CHN created. 

They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud episode in CNN's history. 
I'm sure there are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and 
are now wondering who above 'them authorized this despicable course of action. 

### 

(Here is the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on a~r, 8:18pm, Friday 9/21/12: 
"Oh Wednesday we reported that a source familiar· with ambassador Stevens' thinking said in 
the months before his death, ambassador Stevens talked about being worried about what he 
called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi. we ·also reported that the .ambassador 
specifically mentioned the rise in Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in Libya 
and said he was on an al Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of CNN's 

. reporting was carefully vetted. Some of that informatio~ was found in a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writ ings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
n~wsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

I 
$tmdav September 23 2012 r=14 PM 

Re: CNN . 

Follow up 
.Flagged 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Would it be interacting with the ethicist or just the host? Not looking for a debate 

Original Message 
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto b6 Per DOS, FBI 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 03:12 PM b7c Per FBI 

To:l I 
Subject: RE: CNN 

Ok I will have_ ·a look in a minute.! lare you going to come on. Because so -far I have 
a former State ·oept official saying the story raises issues about the security on the ground 
and a media ethics commentator who says it's in the public interest. So we really need, you to 
come on, ~ven if it's just for 3 minutes. 

-----Original Message-----
: From:! 
sent:~2~3~s~e-p~t-em~b~e-r~2~0~12~2~e~:~e~s------------------~ 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

You should dig~st this: http:.//www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/erik-wemple/post/cnn-vs-the
state-department·a-long-story/2012/09/23/36f4d9dc-051c-lle2-8102-ebee9c66e190_blog.html 

Original ·Message 
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto~~~~~~----------~ 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 93:01 PM 
To: 1:-1 ---:-~~=--__JI 
Subject: RE: CNN 

so? 

;~~~;r::·in•: M::··::-----
sent: Sep em r 12 19:24 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

Yes 

Original Message 
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From: Naveena Kottoor [mail to'L-----------.J 
Senr: Sunday. September 23, 2012 02:23 PM 
To:L I 
Sub~j-e-ct~:~R~E~: -C~·N~N~-~ 

Ok, do you thtnk you can let me know by 1500 EST? 

-----Original Messa:e-----
From: I _ 
Sent:~zr3~s~emp~tBem~o~e~r~~a~x~z~x~9~:~x~s~--------__J 
To; Naveena ·Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

I hear ya 

Give me a bit to see what life will be.like at 4pm 

Original Message 
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto~----------..1 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 02:16 PM 
To: \-1 --:----::-:~~-____JI . 
Subject: .RE: CNN 

Hi, 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

We are on air live at 1600 EST, and you would be on ·air for ·about 3 or 4 minutes, we would 
probably call you at 1608 to establish the line, and you would be on air between 1610 and 
1619 EST. On the phone or on Skype. We also have a media commentator on the journalistic 
ethics but it 's almost impossible to put the State Department's and family view across just 
with the statement. 

would that work for you? 

Best, 
Naveena 

-----Original Message-----
From:! 
Sent:~23~S~e~p~t~e~mb~e~r~2~0~1~2~1~9~:~1~2---------~ 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

b6 
b7C 

I definitely can't for awhile, but until . what time here in DC could you make it work by 
phone? 

Original Message ----- ~----------~ 
From: Naveena .Kottoor [mailtd~~~~~~~----------~ 
Sent: Sunday, September 23~ 2012 e2:08 ·PM 

To: ~.:-1 ---:----:::~~.,....---~1 
Subject: RE: CNN 

HelloL.I ___ ...J 
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. . 

Thanks .. a lot for this .. . Ar.e . you sure you don"'t. want to come on airi It wo.uldn"'t ·take longer 
than 5 ·minute~. It's very difficult f9r ·us .to cover this for broadcast . just wit~ · statements. 
We could also· prerecord something anytime from now. My number i~ I b6 Per oos. 

Thanks a ·lot_, Naveena 

·; 

b6 
b7C 

Naveena - / 

· Thank you·. for . ·the opportunity to come on you~ show_, but given how 1i ttle ..J' ve slept over the 
. . . t . . . 

past ·12 ·days, •I'm afraid · I· .would~.·t be especially coherent. I'·rn happy thought() pass on the · 
st.atement I ha've sent others . Everything that follows is ON the rec()rd and ·attributable: to 
me: 

Given the tr'i.ith of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is ~isgusting . 

What they:re n~~·owni~g up to is reading and transcribing Chri~'s diary well before bothering 
.to tell ·the fa!111ly or ·anyone else that tt:Jey took .it from the s1te of the attack; Or that . 
When t~ey .finapy did inform. them, 'they (Qmp~·etely : .ignored the WiSI:Ie~ .0~ the family 1 and .. 
ultimately. bro~e their· pledgeJ made to the Stevens . family ()rily. hour~ after they witnessed the 
return ·to the Unites States of Chris's remains . . 

Whos:e first inltin~·t is ·~o remove from . a ·.i·~t~ s.ce~e the diary .of ~ ·man killed along with . 
three other Americans ·serving our country·J read it_, transc'rib~ it, email lt ~round. your . ·. \, 
newsroom· ·for others to. r~ad, . af'!d only w~en their cur,iosity is' ' fully satis'fied ·thinks to' can 
the family or . ~oti fy the authorities? . · · · 

Then ~ · .. s~m~one ~h~ . se~~·s ~o be . a junior blogger. at CNN, eventually· called the Stevens f~ni~iy •. 
Setting asid·e _the question of why CNN didn't :assign that· obviously, delicate ~al.l to. so~eo.ne · .. 
m~re appropri-ate, .that person dic;ln't say, 'i-fe~lo; I know this'is .a terri~le time~' I'm sorry 
for ·your· loss.j But I' .~ sure yo.li want your son'.s · diary, where do you. w~nt it sent?' · They· · . 
in~tea.d . took .t~e. opportunity . to .ask the :fa~ily ·.if CNN could report. on its conterit~. Cohte.nts· 
known only to ·<rhriS Stevens . ., and· .those at CNN ·who ha·d already invaded his priv~~Y· 

They were told no . 
. . 

At th~s · point the Stevens family reached out to· us to enlist our help with CNN. 
. I . I· :. ·' . • . . •. ' ·:. ' 

~hen the senionmo~t levels .of ct~N.·we·re finally reached, they needed t<:> be convinced to do the 
right thing .. ~ut not before they took ·another, shot a.t convincing ·the family to let them 

.report. on ,the contents. A .family member made it .crystal clear directly to ' CNN that they· . 
wanted Chris's .ldiary ·and would ·not make any other decisions unt'il then. ·aut th~t .wasn't fast · 
enough for CNN, 'so they· graciously offered . t~ send the family the ·transcript they'd ·already 

· ma_de· a net passe·d, around int.ernally, to put a -r'ush on · the family for their own purt>Ps·es. 
·. I . 

CNN then pressed for permission to a·t :.least take ·credit on-air for recovering the diary. ·.:·· 
l ., 

. The~. ~er.e. told no.· · 
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It. was then made clear to CNN yet again that they wanted to look at it privately, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing~ 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens·family, and pledged not to use the diary 
or even allude to its existence until hearing back from the family to grant their permission. 

. \ 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. It seems th.at four · days is as long as 
CNN can control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any explanation as to why the network · 
broke its promise to the family. And he only made that statement after CNN was contacted by 
reporters asking CNN to explain their convoluted sourcing. 

. . 
CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise serious 
questions that they won't answer . Because ·.they can't without indicting their own behavior . 
But there isone question more than any other that they need to answer : If they weren't 
going ·to respect the family's wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with the diary? CNN had already.read every word of the ~iary before speaking with the 
family. They knew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on what they read 
that they had a . responsibility to .the public .to report on the contents of the diary, why · 
didn't they just say that right away, explain it to the ~amily, and then proceed as they 
deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over the days that followed. · 
From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an editorial 
judgment. So why the ruse? 

The answer. is simple: the only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN•s integrity. 

They should never have made .that promise if t~ey felt compelled to report on tht! content's of 
the diary. The pride they are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have 
been on display from. the moment they picked .the diary up off the ground. 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled 
about how they came to their reporting,· and more important than anything else, spared. the 
family from the emotional whiplash CNN creat_ed. 

They have yet to even try to defend the indefe~sible. Not a proud episode in CNN's history. 
I'm sure there ar·e .many good people in the CNN newsroom equally ·appalled by what happened and 
are now wondering who above them authorized this despicable course of action. 

### 

[Here is the above referenced statement-. Anderson Cooper made on air, 8:18pm, . Friday 9/21/12: 
"On Wednesday ·we reported that a source familiar with ambassador Stevens' thin~ing said in 
the months before his death, ambassador St.evens talked about being worried about what he 
called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi. We also reported that the ambassador 
specifically mentioned .the r.ise in Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in Libya 
and said he was on anal Qaeda hit list . The ipformation for that report like all of .CNN's 
reporting was carefully vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the amb~ssador's writings. A reporter follpwed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador'.s .writings."] 

-------------~- - -------------
http://www.bbc.co.uk 
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This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential · and may contain personal views· which are 
not the views of the BBC u~less · specifically stated. 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy.or disclose the 
inform~tion in any way nor act in reliance on it and notifythe sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors.e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential .and may contain personal views whic~ are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically· stated. 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information i .n any way nor a<;t in reliance on ·it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 
------------------~--------~-

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views. of the· BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you .. have received it in 

· .e:ror, please delete it. from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any wa·y nor act in reliance on it .~nd notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC moni:tors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
Th~s e-mail (and .any attachments} is confidential and. may contain personal . views which are 
not the views .. of the ·sse unless specifically stated. 
If you have . ~eceived it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the ·ssc monitors e-mails sent or received.: 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 
-----·-----------------------. . 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Naveena Kottood .. ~~~~~~~------I:::NSeptem,r 23,2012 3:12PM 

Follow up 
Completed 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Ok I will have a look in a minute.! lare .you going to come on. Because so far I have 
a former State Dept official saying the story raises issues about the security on the ground 
and a. media ethics commentator who says it's. in the public interest.· So we really need you to 
come on, even if it's just for 3 minutes. 

-----Original Message-----
From:! 
Sent:~23~s~. e~prte~m~b~e~r~2~0~1~2~20~:~0~5~--------------------------------~ 

b6 
. b7C 

To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

You should digest this: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/erik-wemple/post/cnn-vs-the
.state-department-a-long-story/2912/09/23/36f4d9dc-051c-11e2-8102-ebee9c66e190_blog.html 

Original Message -----
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailtcl~~~~--------~ 
Sent: Sunday. September 23, 2012 03:01 PM 
To:L~~~~~----~1 
Subject: RE: CNN 

So? 

-----Original Me:sa:e-----
From:j _ _ 
Sent:~273~s~eMP~.t~e~m~b~r~e~t~2~1~9~:~2~4---------~ 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

Yes 

Original· Message 
From : Naveena Kottoor [mailtol~~~~~~----------~1' . 
Senf~ Sunday. Seotember 23, 2012 02:23 PM 
To:_ ] 
Subject: RE:· CNN 

Ok, do you think you can let me know by 1590 EST? 

-----Original Message-----
From:! 
Sent:~23~S~e-p~t-em~b~e-r~2~0~1~2-1~9~:~1~8------------------~ 
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To: Naveen~ Kottoor· 
I 

Subject: Re: CNN 

I hear y~ · 
\ 

~.ive me. a. bit ~0 ·Se'e what: life Will be like at 4pm 
.. · 

· ... 

I. 
b6 Per DOS 1 FBI ~·· 

b7C Per FBI 

Hi, 
.. . . 
. We are on air li"e at 1600 EST,· and·yoiJ .would .. be on air for a~out :3 or 4 .niin'utes, ,we would 
probably call y.ou at ·.1608 to" establish the line~ and:you would be on air· between ~610. aild. · 
1619 EST .. on tl)e phone· or 'on· Skype. We also. hav.e a· media comm.entato'r on the jou~rnalistic 
ethics but itis·almost·impossible· to put ttie State Department's and family view. across just 
with the .statement. · ·.: · · · . · · · · · · · 

- . 1' 
Would that wor,k.'for you? 

Best, 
Naveena . ~. . 

i=roitl: 
· sent: L2~3:;--::S:-:~:=p::::-t~::r.:1 m:;:b~e~r~2:::-:0::::1:-:::2:""""':"19~: 1:-::2:----------...J 

To: Naveena Kottoor .· · 
• . I 

Subject: Re: <rNN · 
. .. . . 1 . . 

I definitely can'~ for awhile, but until .what 1;ime here· in ix cou'ld· you make it work by 
.phone? · .. 

·' 

Original·filessage -----

b6 
b7C 

From: Nav~ena Kottoor [ma.iltoL-----------...J 
sen~· ..s.un:a.;w.....JS.Iam::.e.mJb.e.l; 23, 2012 02: es PM 

b6 Per DOS 1 FBI · 

b7C Per FBI 

To·: 
SubJI:-. e-c"":'t-: ~R=::E=-:~QN:-::N~-,-. _..... 

. . . . I 
Hello Phillipe, 

I. . 
Tt1anks a.lot·~or this. Are ·~ou.sure you don,t wan~ ·~o·~ome ~n air?.J;t w~uldn,~ take loriger· 
than 5 m1nutes .. It's very d1f.f1cult for us ·to cover th1s for broadcast· JUSt Wl,th statements. 
We. c9uld also prer~co~d so~ething .a~~~ime from now;· My number isl . I b6 Per oos 

/ 

thanks ·a lot,.Naveena 

·-----Oi:iginal Message----
From~ 

L----... -·'1.--------------------------61--_J 
b6 
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Sent: 23 September 2012 18:44 
To: Nave_ena Kottoor 
Subject: CNN . 

Naveena -

Thank you for the opportunity to come on your show, but given how little I've slept_ over the 
past 12 days, :r·m afraid !_wouldn't be especially coherent. I'm happy though to pass on the 
statement I have sent others. Everything that follows is ON the record and attributable to 
me: 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they··' re not . owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris • s diary well before bothering 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from t~e site of the attack. Or that 
when they finally did inform them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and 
ultimately broke their pledge, made to the Stevens family only hours after they witnessed the · 
return to the Unites St~tes of Chris's remains . 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three. other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 

· the family or :notify the authorities? 

Then, someone who seems to be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. 
Setting aside the question of why CNN d_idn't assign that obviously delicate caitc someone 
more appropriate, that person didn't say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible ti I'.m sorry 
for your loss. But I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you .want it se ?' They· 
i nstead took ~he opportunit~ to ask the family if CNN could report on its. contents. Contents 

· known only to 'Chris Stevens, and .those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told no. 

At this polnt the Stevens -family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
"right thing. · aut not before they took another shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the. contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris·s diary and .would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they. graciously offered to send the family the transcript they'd .already 
made and passed around internally, to put a rush on the family for their own purposes. 

CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 

It wa~ · then made clear to CNN yet again that they wanted to look at it privately, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary 
or even allude· to its existence until hearing back from the family to grant their permission. 

But the Stevens f~mily was riever given that chance. It seems that four days . is as long as 
CNN can- control themselves, so ·they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anders_on Cooper didn't even bother to offer any explanation as to why the network 
broke its promise to the family. And he only made that statement after CNN was contacted by 
reporters asking CNN to explain their convoluted sourcing. 
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CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise serious 
questions that they won't answer. ~ecause they can't without indicting their own .behavior. 
But there is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't 
going to respect the family's wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with the diary? CNN had already read every word of the diary before speaking with the 
family . They knew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on what they read 
that they had a responsibility to the public to report on the contents of the diary, why 
didn't they just say that right away, explain it to the family, and then proceed as they 
deemed .appropriate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over the days that followed. 
From ~he outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an editorial 
judgment. · So ·why the ruse? 

The. answer is simple: the·.only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity . 

They should never have made that promise if they felt compelled to. report on the contents of 
the diary. The pride they are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have 
been on display frorn ·the moment they picked the diary up off the ground. 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers f~om being misled 
about how they came ~o their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the 
_fami ly . from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 

They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud episode in CNN ' s history. 
I'm sure there ·are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and 
are now wondering who above them authorized this despicable course of action. 

### . 

[Here is the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on air; 8:18pm, Friday 9/21/12: 
"On Wednesday ·we reported that a source familiar with ambassador Stevens' thi.nking said in 
the months before his death, ambassador Stevens talked about being worried about what he 
called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi . We also reported that the ambassador 
specj,fically mentioned the r-ise in Isla·mic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in Libya 
and said he was on an al Qaeda hit list~ The information for that report like all of ~NN's 
reporting was carefully vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in his ha~dwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the· ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unle~s specifically stated. 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in .any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 
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http : //www .bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. · · 
If you have received it in . 
error, please· delete it from your system • 

. oo not use, copy or disclose the 
informa~ion in any way nor act in reliance Qn it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further· commurhcation will s ignify_ your consent to this. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This. e-mail (and any attachments) is· confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If ·you have received it in 
error, please 'delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information .in any way nor act in reliance· on it and· notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will s-ignify your consent to this. 

-- ---- ---~----~----~---------
http://www. bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any att?chments) is confidential and may contain per sonal views which .are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received i t i n 
error; please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e.:mails sent or received. 
Further communication .will signify your consent to this. 

http : //www. bbc . co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain person~l views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated~ 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors. e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 
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From: 
Sent: . 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Sunday Seotember 23. 2012 3:05PM 
I I 
R~: CNN 

Follow up 
Completed 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

You should digest this: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/erik-wemple/post/cnn-vs-the
state-department - a - long-story/2012/0~/23/36f4d9dc-051c-lle2 -8102-ebee9c66el90_blog.html 

Original Message 
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailtoL---~~--------------~ 
~~r· suadav sen±emhe1 23:, 2012 03:01 PM 

Subject: RE : CNN 

So? 

;;~;frielnal -:•••••-
sent : 23 Septem er 2012 19:24 
To : Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

Yes 

Original -Message---- -
From: Naveena ·Kottoor [mailto~--------------------~ 
senf· sunday. s eptember 23, 2012 02:23 PM 
To:_ I 
subject: RE: CNN 

Ok, do you think you can let me know by_ 1500 EST? 

-----9riginal Message-----
From:L .... 
Sent:~2~3~S~e~pt~e~m~b~e-r~20~1~2~1~9~:~1~8------------------_J 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

I hear ya 

.Give me a bit to see what life will be like at 4pm 

Original Message 
55 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 
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.··· 

From: Naveena ~ottoor .[~~~lt~ j~~~~=--=-~-----......1 . _ .·~~~r- sunday. seoterithe) .. ~3,.-20t2. 02:~6 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI .. 
b7C Per FBI 

SubJect:· _RE: CNN 

Hi~ 

We·,-are on ·air live at 1600 EST" and you would be on air for about 3 or. 4_ minutes, we would 
. . I .. . . . . 

probably call you at ~608 to establish th~ line, and.you would be on air_ between 1610 and . 
1619 esT·. On t~e phone .or: on Skype •. we also have_ a .media co~entator ori the journalisti~ .. 
ethics but- it'f alm~st impossible-to put the State D~partment's.an~ fam~~y view acr:o~s- just_ 
with the statement. . .. · · · · . . i . . 
Would that-work for you? 

Best, 
Nav.eena 

·-----Original Message-----

' .. 

From~ ... 
.Sent:~~~3-~·s~e=p~te~~~b=.e=r~2~0~1~2~_~n9~,.:4t~2----------------~ 

b6 
b7C 

To: Naveena Kottoor 
' I 

S'-'bject: ·Re: CNN .. 

I defini t~ly c!n 't for. a~hile, · but until what time here in DC could you . mak~_: lt. work. by 
phone? ' · ' · · ' · 

Or~ginal.Message -----· 
Froni: Naveemi -~ottoor [mailtor-1 _____ ...;..... ____ _ 

~~~e_svnday. :eptembf 23 .. 2012 02:es PM-

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

subject: RE: CNN · . . . . .. 

Helloq . · .. . . . . . . . 
Thanks a lot fo~ this. Are you sure you,don't want ~o come on air? It wo~ldn't take longer. 

-:····. 

than s minutes! It's-very dffficult .for us to cover ·this for broadcast just with statements . 
. We ~~uld ·:also t~e:~c~r.d somethil'!g anytime. from· n_ow~· .My'·nymber is I 1· b6 Per nos 

Thanks a lot, reena . •·· 

----~9rjgjnal Mcssaee~~~--

·Fr.om: L ... J 
Sent.: 23 . September ·. 2012 18:44 . . ·. . .. \. . . 
To:- Naveena Kottoor 

·b7C 

Subject: CNN 

Naveena -

Thank_ yo~.for the opportunity to' come on"your -~how, ·b~t .given liow lit~le I've slept over th~ 
past '12'de~ys, i:'m·afraid.l wouldn~t be especially coherent. ,I'm'happy though to' pass.on. the 

, _statement I ha~e· sent others. Everything :that follows' is· ON the record and· ·at~ributable to __ · 
me: 

·'. 
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Given the truth of how this was handled~ · CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering 
to tell the family ·or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that 
when th~y finally did inform them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and 
ultimately bro~e their pledge, made to the Stevens family only hours after they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains. · 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the authorities? 

Then, someone who seems to. be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. 
Setting aside ~he question of why CNN didn't assign that obviously ·delicate call to someone 
more appropriate, that person didn't say, . 'Hello, I know this is a terri~le time, I'm sorry 
for your loss. But I'm sur~ you want your son's diary, w~ere do you want it sent?' They 
instead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report ,.on its contents. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had·already invaded his privacy. 

They were told no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN ·were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. But not before· they took · another shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they . 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they graciously offered to send the family the transcript they' ·d already 
made and passed around internally, to put a rush on the family for their· own purposes. 

CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 

It was then made clear to CNN yet again that they wanted to look at it privately, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of · the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary 
or even allude to its existence until hearing back from the family to grant their permission. 

But the Stevens· family was never given that chance. It seems that four days is as long as 
CNN can control themselves, · so they just went ahead and used it·. Entirely because . they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any explanation as to why the network 
broke its promise to the family. And he only made that statement after CNN was .contacted by 

· reporters asking CNN to explain· their convoluted sourcing. 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise .serious 
questions that they won ' t answer. Because they can't without indicting their own behavior. 
But there is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't · 
going to respect the family's wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with the diary? CNN had already read every word of the diary before speaking with the 
family. They knew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on what they read 
that they had . a responsibility to ·the public to report on the contents of the diary, why 
didn't they just say that right away~ explain it to the family, and then proceed as they . 

· deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed .over the days that followed. 
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From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an editorial 
judgment. So why the ruse? 

The answer is simple: the. only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

They should .never have made that promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents of 
the diary. The pride they are now showing in thei r journalistic responsibilities ·should have 
been on display from the moment they picked the diary up off the ground. · 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled 
about how they came to their reporting, and more i.mportant than anything else~ spared the 
family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 

They have yet to even try to defend th'e indefensib.le. Not a proud episode in CNN''s history . 
I'm sure there ·are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what h~ppened and 
are now .wondering who above them authorized this despicable course of action . 

. ### 

[Here i s the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper ·made on air, 8:18pm~ Friday 9/21/12: 
"On Wednesday we reported that a source familiar with ambassador . Stevens' thinking said in · 
the months before his death, ambassador Stevens talked about being worried about what he 
called tne ·never-ending security threats in Benghazi. We also reported that the ambassador 
specifically mentioned the ,rise ·in Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in Libya 
and said he was on anal Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of CNN's 
reporting was carefully vetted. ·some of that information was found in a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We · came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At tbeir reque·st, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings .11

] 

http://Www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any att achments) is .confidential and may contain pe,rsonal views which are 
not the view~ of the BBC unle.ss specifically stated . 
If you have received it in · 
error, please· delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 

. information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the senper immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received • 

. Further communication ~ill . signify your consent to this. 

http://www.bbc .co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is ' confidential a~d may conta~n personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stat ed·. 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclos~the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and not i fy the sender immediately . 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent t o this. 
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I ,. 

---~--~------~----~----------

- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--------- . . .. 
This. e~ma~l (ar~ any attachme~ts) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not .the Vlews pf .the BBC unl.ess sp_ecifically stated~· ·· · · · · ·· 
If you have received it -in . 
error, ple·ase· ~elete it from your sys~em. 

. . 
. · 

·oo not· use, copy or d~sclose the .·· ~ -
~nformation inj any -way_ n~r act fri reliance on · it .. ~nd ~6tify the_ s~nder immedl.ateiy . .. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e~mails. sent ·or received ~ . t . . . 

Furth.er communicat-ion will signify your consent to· this • 
. -- ' ·-· :·-, -~-l·--------- --- . . . . . ' . . ··. 

:---- "'---.---·-~ -i -~----- -.--- ---
http://www. bbc•:co. uk . . 
This e.":'·mail ( ah~ any attaCh!!Jents) . is conf;identicH and may contain personal views wh_ich are 
not .. the views p.f ~he. BBC :unless .sped fically stated. · .· _. '· 
If :Yol! have .. refeived it .·in · . . . 

' .. ··· e_rror·, : please · pelete i _t from your·· system. 
· Do -not use; copy .. or disclose the . · . . . 

. . . inforiTJ_ation · in! any wa~. no_r act j,n_ reliance on it and nbtify . the --~e!'d~r Jmrnediat~ly.-_,_ 
· Please ·note that. the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. . . · . . .· • •. • • . • . . t . • • . • . . . 

·. Further .-communication will sigrii fy your· consent to this. 
--- -':"- ----.,-:.. .L:.. • .:- ~------ ---- .. · . . . ·. . 
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From: 
Sent: 

Naveena Kottoo.,_ ______ ....,.... __ __. 
Sunda::September 23, 2012 3:02 PM 

I __ I · 
b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

-To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

So? 

RE: C 

Follow up 
Completed 

--~--priginal Message ----
From:~L~~~~~------....,....-------~ 
Sent: _23 September 2012 19:24 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

Yes 

Orfginal Message ----- ,....--------......:..-----. 
From: Naveena ~ottoor . [mailt~-~-----------......1 
Sent: Sunday~ September 23~ 2012 02:23 _PM 

To:l~~----------~1 
Subject: RE: CNN 

Ok~ do you think you can let me know by 1500 EST? 

u-- -Original Messageu·u-
From: I 
Sent:~2~3~S~e~pTte~m~6-e-r~2~01~_ 2~1~9~:~1~8----------------~ 

To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN 

I hear ya 

Give me a bit to see what life will b~ like at 4pm 

Original Message 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto"-l ___________________ __,l b6 Per DOS 
Senr· Sundav ·sentemher 23, 2012 02:16 PM 
To:_ I 
Sub)~. e~c~t~:~R:::-:E=-:~CN::-::N~-----1 

. Hi, 
. . 

We are on air live at · t600 EST, and you would be on air for about 3 or 4 minutes, we would 
probably call you at 1608 .to establish the line, and you would be on air between 1610 and 
1619 EST. On the phone or on Skype. We also have a media commentator on the journalistic 
ethics but it's almost impossible to put the State Department's and family view across just 
with the statement. 
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.. ; 

. .. 
Would that work·for you? 

.. 
' .. , 

Best,. 
·Naveena 

-----odg'inal Message-----
'Fro~:l : 
Sent-: 23 September 2012 19:12 

r. 
·-·To: Naveena 'Kottoor · · . . .. . 

Sub). ect: Re: CNN . . 
t I 

... • 

·'• 

.. ~ 

but until what time here ·in oc ·could you make'- ·it _work by ' ·' 

b6 
b7C 

.. ~. 

I ~efinit~;Y ~a~•t for awbile, 
phone? 

.. . .. ·. . . 
. · .. . .. ·· .. 

..: .;. ----. Origtnal "'essage -----
From: _Naveena· ~ottoor [mailtoL-----------.J 
~~7(: Sun::Y· ::~temberl23,_2012 ~2:0~ ~M-
Sub)ect: : c · : 

:·.-_Hello~ 

. •' 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

) 

~·-
. Thanks a -l~t- for. this., Are you sure you don't want to ·come· on air? It wouldn't take- ~onger 
: than 5 minutes.{ .It's · v~ry di ffiq~l t for ·us t~ _cover.- t~is for broadcast· j·u~t with ~statements. 
·we -~ould also ~r~record something anytime from ·now. My- _number i~ I' b6 Per nos 

·Thanks -a lot,· Naveena 
- - ~ - ~- - -

.. . . . . 
~----priginal M:ssage----~ · 
From:L _ 

· -S~nt: 23 _septe•fer 2012 '18:44 
· · To: Naveen_a Kottoor 

. ··Subject: CNN 

Naveena -· 

T~ank y~u for ~he ~pportunity to come on your show, but ·give~ how little I've slept Qver the 
. past 12 9ays, 1' m afraid I wouldn.~ t be especially coherent. ·. I'm happy though to pass on the I T • ,.. . .• . • 

statement I have. sent o~hers. Everything that· follows is ON th~· record and· att.ribut_able to. 

b6 
,b7C 

Given the 'truttl of ~)ow this was· handled,.CNN patting·~hemselves on_the back is dis~usting. 

What th~y're n4t. ~~ni~g. up t~ .is reading· and transcrib~~g Chris's dia~y well_ before bothering 
.to t~~l the fal!l~ly or anyone. else that they t~ok .it from the site of. the attack. .Or that ': _ 

- when they finally did inform them, they. completely ignored . the wishes of the ·family.,_ and . . 
ultimately bro~e their P.ledge~· made to the Stevens family· only hours after they wi~~essed the.'. 
return to the Unites States"of Chris's'remains. · · 

· ~tJ.ose first inJtinct is t~· rem~ve from a ·crime scene -the diary of. a inan k,illed al~ng·- wi~h ·-. -.· 
three other· Ain~·ricans _serving our country, read it, transcribe it, ~mail it_ ~rou~d you~ . 

;: . . . ~. ~ 
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newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family. or notify the authorities? 

Then, someone who seems to ·be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. 
Setting aside the question of why .CNN didn't assign that obviously delicate call to someone 

· more appropriate, that person didn't say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, I'm sorry 
for your loss. But I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They 
instead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told n~. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

When the seniormost· levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. But not before they took. another .shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the ~ontents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they grac~ously offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around internally, to put a rush on the family for t~eir own _purposes·. 

CNN ther:t pressed for. permission to at least take c·redit on-air for recovering the .diary.· 

They were told no. 

It was then made clear to .CNN yet again that· they wanted to look at it privately, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pletlged not to use the diary 
or even allude· to its existence until hearing back from the family · to grant their permission . 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. It seems that four days is as long as 
CNN can control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any explanatiQn · as to why the network 
broke its promise to the . family. And he only made that statement after CNN was contacted by 
reporters asking CNN t9 explain their convoluted sourcing. 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise serious 
questions that they won't answer. Because they can't without indicting their own behavior. 
But there is one ~uestion. more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't · 
going to respect the family's wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them wh.at they wanted to 
happen with· the diar.y? CNN had· already read every word of the diary before speaking with the 
family. .They knew e·xactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on what they read 
that they had a respo.nsibili ty to the public to report on the contents of the diary, why · 
didn't they just say that right away, explain it to the family, and then proceed as they 
deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over the days that followed . 
From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an editorial 
judgment. So why the ruse? 

The answer is simple: the only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

They should never have made that promise. if they felt compelled tQ report on the contents of 
the diary. The pride they are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have 
been on display from the moment they picked the diary up off the ground. 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, ·spared their own viewers from being misled 
about how they came to their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the 
family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 
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They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible . Not a proud episode in CNN's history. 
I'm sure there are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what.happened and 
are now wondering who above them authorized this despicable course of action. 

### 

[Here is the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on air, 8:18pm, Friday 9/21/12: 
non Wednesday we reported that a source familiar with ambassador Stevens; thinking said in 
the months before his death, ambassador Stevens talked about being worried about what ·he 
called the never-ending security threats in· Benghazi . We also reported that the ambassador 
specific~lly mentioned the rise in Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in Libya 
and said he was on ·anal Qaeda hit·list. The information for that report lil<e·all of CNN's 
reporting was carefully vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal of 
~mbassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we . returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in .the ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] · 

http;//www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is. confidential and may contain personal views which are 
·not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated~ 
If you have received it in 
erro~~ please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
info~mation in any way nor act ·in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monito~s e-mails sent or received. -
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 
--~------ -- --------- -- -------

http://www.bbc.co.ul< 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain· personal views which are 
not the vi ews of the BBC unless spec~fically stated . 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it from your system~ 

· oo not use, copy or disclose the 
info~mat1on· in any way nor act in .'reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please· note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further .communication will signify your consent to this. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received it in 
error, · please delete it from your system. 
Do not use~ copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
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··. •·,. :· · . 

Further . C:c;immuni~ation will sfgni fy your consent to this:· 
.. · . •. . . I . . .. 
. -.- -~-- ~ -.--.----- ~-- ~ --------:--

. . . 

. . . ~ .. 

..... .. 
~;~~~·ii~~~b~'[~~~~~~-------- . . . . . . . . . 
-T~is. e-maiL(a~d .any att_achments) is corifidenti~l.and may contain persC?nal vie~s which are .. · 

.. n~t the views bf-,the.- BBC: unless specifically stated. .. · · 
I.f you have reteiv~d it in · : ~· · 
~rror, ·. :·please' delete it ·from your system. 
Do not use~ copy or disclose the . . 
.fnforma_~iori' in 1 any. way nor a.ct. in reliance on ,i~ and notify. ~he sender if!lmediately. 
Please .note. th~t the BBC. monitors e:-inails sen~·.or. recei~ed. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this .. · . 

. -------·---~:..-:..._L _______ .;. ___ ~-- :· . . . ··. . . . .. . . 

·,'. .• 

.· .. . . ) 
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From: 
.Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Yes 

I I 
Sunday. September 23. 2012 2:24 PM 

I I· 
Re: CNN 

Follow up 
Completed 

Original :MeS$age -----
From: Naveena Kottoor . [mailto~--------------------~ 
~~~[: Syoday. SeptembeJ 23, 2012·02:23 PM 

Subject: RE: CNN 

Ok, do you think you. can let me know by 1500 EST? 

---- -Orj gi nal Message---:...- · 
From:l 
Sent:~2~3S~e-p~t-e-.mb~e-r~2~0~12~1~9~:~1~8------------------~ 
To·: Naveena Kottoor 

• I SubJect: Re: CNN . 

I hear ya 

Give me a bit to see what life will be like at 4pm 

Original .. Message · ----
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto 
Sen> : Sunday. September 23, 20~1:-::2~0~2-: 1":""6=--:P:::':'M:------------...J 
To:~-:-L ______ ....JI 
Subject : RE: CNN 

Hi1 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

"b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I 
We are on air live at 1600 EST, and you would be on air for about 3 or 4 minutes, we would 
probably call ·you at 1608 to establish the line, and you would be on air between 1610 and 
1619 EST. On tne phone or .on Skype. We also have a media commentator on th~ journalistic 
ethics. but i.t ' s almost impossible to put the State Department • s and family view across just 
with the state~ent. 

Would that work for you? 

Best, 
Naveena 

-----Orieinal Messaee-~ --
From:l 

~------------------------------------------~ 
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sent: 23 s.eptember 2012 19:12 
I 

To: Naveena Kottoor 
I . 

Subject: Re·: CNN." 

. ' 
. . . . I . 
I definitely can;t for awhile, 

· phone? . . . . ·l . : but until what time here in DC could you make it work by 

~-~~- Original ~essage -----
Fr.o~: . Naye~na ~ott.oor ·"[ma}.ltoJ l· 
Sent: Sunday, September · 23, 20~1-:2~02~:~08~~PM~. -----~ 

:_To-:1 I 

•. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 

b7C Per FBI 

.Subj~ct: RE: CNN 

He~log .. . . 
·rhanks·. a. lot for this. Are you sure you don't want to come Or:' 'air? It wouldn't take longer 
.than ·5 minutes) It's very difficult .for us to .cover this for broadcast just with statements. 
_We·. could also P.rerecord· something anytime· from now. My number isl I . b6. Per DOS .. . _., I . . . . . 
Thanks a lot, .. ~aveen~ 

I. 
,. : . 

· ;~~~ifriginal Messa::-----
.b6 

Sent: 23~eptember 12 18:44 
. I 

To:. Nav~ena Kottoor' 
Subj.~ct-: .' CNN · 

· . Nav.eeria - · .. 

Thank you for th~ _ opportunity . to ~ome · on your show,.. but given how .little I've slept over. the 
. past 12 days; ·r·m -afraid I wouldn't be . espec_ially coherent. I -'m .. happy though to pass on· the 
statement I ha~e se.nt others. Everything that follows is ON :the record· and attributable ·to 
me: 

. .. · 

b7C 

· .Given · the truttl of how this was. ·pandled, CNN patting themselves on ~he back is disgusting . 

. . . What .th~y're n4t owning up to is reading 'and -transcribing C~ris's diary · w~ll before botheri~g · 
. ·_- to -t~l~; the f~ily or anyone else :that they took ·it from. the site of ·_the attack ~ . Or that . .. · 

. . when t~ey finally. did inforin them_, they completely ignored the. wishes· of the .family' _and . . 
ultimately bro~e their·:·p_ledge, made to the Stevens fam~ly' · only hours afte_r · they· witnessed the 
return to the Unites .States of Chris's remains. 

Who~e first inltinct is ·to .remove from a crim~ ·scene the diary of a man ki'iled along with 
three ott:ter. AmJricans serving our country~ read it, transcribe it, email it around 'your . . 
.n~wsroom for others to ·read~ and only when· their curiosity ·is fully satisfied thinks•-to ·. can· . 
the family· or rlotify the authqrities? . · · · . . · · · ·: · · 

I . . . 
. · .. Th~n ,.. someone Who .seems .to be a ju'nior blogger at' CNN, . ·e~entually called the · s~evens family._ 

Set1;ing· aside · the question ··of . why CNN ·didn't assign that obviously delicate call to ·.someone . . 
more .appropr.iate, that pers.on .didn't say_, 'Hello, I .know ·th'is is ·a .terrible time,_. I'm so'r''':'Y · 

. for yo_ur loss. I But I: m sure you. want your son; s diary, where do you wan_t it sent?' They · . 
. · ... inst~ad:· took t~e· opportunity· to ask the family if CNN could report on. it·s .. contents .. . cor~tents 

known ·only to Ghr.is Stevens, and those atCNN who had already invaded his privacy. • 
~ . . . . 
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They were told no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN . 

. When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached~ they needed to be convinced to do the 
right ·thing. But not before they took another shot at _convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents·. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast
enough for CNN, so they graciously offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around internally, to put a rush on the family for their own purposes. 

CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 

It was then made clear to CNN yet again that they wanted to look at it privately, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not t~ use the diary 
or ~ven allude .to .its existence. until. hearing back from .the family to grant their permission. 

But the Stevens family was never given .that chance. It seems that four days is as long as 
CNN can control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 

· like it. Anderson Cooper didn ' t even bother to offer any explanation as to why th~ network 
broke its promise to the family. And he only made that statement after CNN was contac~ed by 
reporters asking CNN to·expla.in their convoluted sourcing. 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise serious 
questions that they won't answer. Because they can't without indicting their own beh~vior. 
But there is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't · 
going·to respect ·the family's wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with the diary? CNN had already read every. word of the diary before speaking with the 
family. They knew exactly what it contained. · If they had assessed based on what they read 
that they had~ responsibility to the public to report on the contents of the· diary, why 
didn't they just say that right away, explain it to the family, and then proceed as they . 
deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over the days that followed. 
From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an editorial 
judgment. ·So why the ruse? 

The answer is simple : the only ·thing that changed as the days went on was CNN' s integrity . 

They should never have made that promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents of 
the diary. The pride they are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have 
been on display from the moment they picked the diary up off the .ground. · 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled 
about how they came to their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the 
family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 

They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud episode in CNN's history. 
I'm sure there are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and 
are now wondering who above them authorized this despicable course of action. 

### 

[Here is the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on air. 8:18pm~ Friday 9/21/12: 
"On Wednesday we reported that a source familiar with ambassador Stevens' thinking said in 
the months before his death, ambassador Stevens talked about being worried about what he 
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called the nev~r-ending security threats in ·Benghazi. We also reported that the ambassador 
speciflci=illY mentioned the rise. in Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence in Libya 
and said he was o.n an al Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of .CNN's 
reporting was carefully vetted • .Some of that information was found ~n .a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified th'e farilily. At their · request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newswort~y in the a~bassador's writings . A-reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is .confidential and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received ~t in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use1 copy or disclose the 
information in ·any .way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC. monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 

---- -·-·----------- ------ --.----
http://www.bbc . co.uk 
Th~s e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential· and may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the . BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received it in 
error, please delete it fr9m your system. 
Do not . use, copy o·r disclose the · 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note tnat the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communi~ation will signify your consent to this. 

--------- -------~------------
http://www.bbc.co.uk 

'This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential ·and may contain personal views which are 
not the views qf the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received it in · 
error; please delete it from ·your .system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor. act in rel iance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received . 
Further communication will signify your consent to this . 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow '-'P Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Naveena Kottoo '!---=-::---=~~"="""".,....=----..... 

l ::::eptem!r 23, 2012 2:23 PM 

Follow up 
Completed 

Ok, do you think you . can let me know by 1590 EST? 

-----Original Message-----
From: I 
Sent:~2~3~S7ep~t~e=mrb7er~2~0~1~2.~1~9~:~1~8---------_J 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re: CNN . 

I hear ya 

Give me a bit to· see what life will be like at 4pm 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

Original .. Message · -----
From: Naveena Kottoor [mailto~~~--~-----_J 
Senf·: · sundai. September 23, 2012 02:16PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To:L I 
Subject: RE: CNN 

We are on air live at 1600 EST, and you would be on air for about 3 or 4 minutes, we would 
probably call you at 1608 to establish the line~ and you would be on air between 1610 and . 
1619 EST. On the phone or on Skype. We also have a media commentator on the journalistic 
ethics but it • s al~no·st impossible· to put the State Department· s and family view across just 
with the statement. 

Would that work for you? 

Best, 
Naveena 

-----Original Messaee-----
From:l 
Sent:~2~3~S~e~p~t-e-m~be-r~2~9~1~2-1~9~:~1~2~--------~ 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: Re : ·cNN 

I definitely can't for awhile, but until what time here in DC could you make it·work by 
phone? 

Original Message 
HRC-9473 
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From·:· Nav~ene~ ~C?ttoor [mail to j~~"':"":'~-::--:~--------J 
~~~r= syndav. sentembe~ 23, . 2012 02:es PM 

Su~ject: RE: CNN Hellog. . 
b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI . 

Thanks a lot for this. Are you sure you ·don't want to come on air? It wouldn't take longer 
than 5 minutes J It Is very difficult for US to cover this· 'for broadcast just with statements ~ 
We could also prerecord something anytime from now. My num~er isl I b6 Per nos . I . . 
Thanks a lot, Naveena 

. l . . 

b6 

. ----~Or:· ginal · M:ssa:·e---·-
. from:l 
.. Sent:· 2 septem er 012 18:44 

. . I . b7C 
To: Nav.eena : ~ottoor 
Subj~ct: CNN. 

Naveena -
. . 
Thank you for ~he opportunity ~o come on your show, b~t given ho~ l~ttle I've slept . ov~r the 

: p.ast 12 days., f'!ll afr~id I wouldn.~t be especially .coherent. I'm happy though to pass on· the 
· · · statement I have sent others. · Everything that follows· is ~N the ·record and attributable to 

me:· 

. 
Given the· truth of how this was. handled, CNN patting themselves on ·the back is disgusting. I . . . . . . -, . 

· What . they·' re not' owning up ~o is reading . and transcrib'ing ·chris's · diary we'll before bott'!~rir1g 
to tell the fa~ily or anyone else· that they took it froiri the'site ·of'the attack. Or that · 

. .. ··wh.en .they finapy did inform them, they comple~eh~ ignored tf:\e wishes of the .family 1 and. 
· ultimately · bro~e their pledge,_- made. ·to the Stevens family only hour_s after they witnessed · the 
. return to the .Unites States of ChriS' s .remains. . . . . . · · 

Who.se fi~st inlstinct is · to remove from a .crime scene the diary of· a man killed aiong with · . 
. three other Am~~iCan.s se~ving our country~ read it, tr;anscribe: it·,· email it aro~nd· your 
ne~sroom . for o~hers to read, ·and· only' when · their curiosity is .fully. satisfied thinks· to. call. 
the family .or notify the authorities? . · · · · · · · 

.. Then, · someone Lho seems to be :a· junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Steve':ls fan~ily . · 
· Setting . aside !t!le .question of why c·~N didn '.t assign ttiat obviously delicate c~ll to someone 
more appropriate,· that person didn't say, 'Hello,: I know this :1~ ·a terrible time, I'm sorry 
for your loss.j : But I'm sure you wan:t.your. son's diary.; where do you want · it sent?' .. They ·. 
inst·ead took ·the opp.ortunity. to .ask the fa11ily if CNN could report on its contents.. Contents .. 

· 'known on~y to 'Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who. had already invaded his privacy . 

They were told no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out' to us to enlist our help wit'fr CNN. 

When the :.senior~ost levels of C~N were finally ·reached, they needed to be convinced to do ·the. 
· right thing. · rsut not ·before they took another shot at convincing. the fami~y· to let them 

.. .repor..t on the contents. A family member inade ·it crystal clear directly to CNN that. they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
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.enough for CNN, so they graciously offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around internally~ to put a rush on the family for their own purposes. 

CNN then pressedfor permission to at least take credi't on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 

It was then made clear to CNN yet again that they wanted to look at it privately, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they wer~ hearing, 
agreed to abide ·by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary 
or even ~llude ~o its ·existence until hearing back from the family to grant their permi~sion . 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. It seems that four days is as long as 
CNN can ·control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer · any explanation as to why the network 
broke its prom.i,se to the family . ·And he only made that statement after CNN .was contacted by 
reporters asking CNN to explain their convoluted sourcing. · 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, ·and subsequent statements by CNN raise serious 
questions that they won't answer .. Because they can't without indicting their own behavior. 
But· there is one question more t~anany other that they need to answer: If they weren't 
going to respect the family's wishes, why .did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with the diary? CNN had already read every word of the diary before speaking· with . the 

· family . . They knew exactly what .it contained. If they had assessed based .on what they read 
that they had a responsibility to the public to report on the contents of the diary, why 
didn't they just say that right away, explain it to the family, and then proceed as .they 
deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over the days that followed. 
From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an editorial . 
. judgment. So why the ruse? · 

The answer is simple: ·the only .thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

They should never have made that promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents. of 
the diary. The pride they are now. showing in their jou~nalistic .responsibilities should have 
been on display .from the moment they picked the diary up off the ground. 
They ~ould have spared themselves the trouble, spared their own viewers from being misled 
about how they came to their reporting, ·and more important than anything else, spared the 
family from the emotional whiplash c.NN created. 

They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. .Not a proud episode in CNN's history. 
I'm sure th~re . are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and 
are now wondering who above them authorized this despicable course of action. 

### 

[Here is the above referenced statement Anderson ~o6per made on air, 8 :18pm, Friday 9/21/12: 
"On Wednesday we reported that a source familiar with ambassador Stevens' thinking said in 
the months before his death, ambassador Stevens. talked about being worried about what he 
called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi. we also reported that the ambassador 
specifically mentioned the rise in ~slamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence ~n libya 
and said he was on an al Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like ail of CNN's 
reporting was carefully vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in. his handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal · tb them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 
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• J ;-

~--~-----~---~~-----------.---
http:i/~~~bc.lcp.~_k _ 

· Th~s . e :-imail (a~d _-any ·attachments) is confidential .and may contain persoryal views which are 
. I . . . . . . 

· not the ·views. of the BBC -unless · specifically s~at~d. · 
·If. you have. redeived, it .in · · · · · •: · 
error, please ·delete it from your· system. 
Do not: use, coP.y or disclose· the· · · · 
information i,njany way. nor act in reliance .on. it . and notify the send~r. immediately. 

· Ple'ase .note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or. received; · 
Fu·rther comm_(mlcati6n will · signify your·· consent . to this. 

. . ·' .· . . . . . . 
-- .. ~- - -- ----- - .. - - - .... - --- - --- - · - •4 ' , • 

. ·. . ' ( 
,·:· 

-------~------1~;-- - - ~- 7 ---~-

'·. · 

http: //~.~be~ co ."uk . . 
.This e":"l!'ail (artd. ariy .atte~chments) is confidential a.nd may contain personal views . whic~ are 

. ·not · the ··views 6f . the BB.c- unles~ speci fic.ally stated • . 
· If you have received ··it in .· . 
. er.ror'/ 'p~ea$e· .~elete_ it. from yot.ir system . . 

Do .not u.se, · .. ~opy ·or disclose the 
inform~ti9n ·_i!" l;any way nor' act ln reliance on ~t·-~)nd· not~fy the s~nder immediately. 
Please note :·that the BBC moni tor.s e-niails sent ·. or. received. 
_Further. :~ommunfcation will signi_fy your . consent to th'is. 
--------.-.------ --- ----------- . 

. ~~~~~-;,~:~b~r~~-~~~-~--~ -:·-~ ·~ : . . . 
This e·~mail ·(ahd any at.tachments) is confidential · and may· contait1 .. personal v'iews _which are 
not the· vieWs,. {>f ~he BB~ ··~:.ml~s~ ·.speci ficall:y statech · . . · · 
lf you·:·have received it _in 1 

•· 
. . , I . . , 

.er:-ror, .. Please: ~elete ~t ·· from your system: •. 
Do. not use·, _copy or disclose the , 

.. ·inf0rmati9n -~nj any . w~y. ~or· a c.~ ~~ relia~ce .. C?!l .. it a~~ t:oti fy ~he sender immediately ( 
'Please note ·: that · the BBC monitors e-mails serit or received. . . . ' ' . . ' . 
Further co~unicati.on ·will signify your :·coi'l$ent to this. 
------ ~~-- --~-L-~------------ , . ·~ . . · . ..:.": 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

I hear ya 

Follow up 
Completed 

Give me a bit to see what life will be like at 4pm 

-. 
Original _Message -----

·From: Nave~na K.ottoor [mailto~~~~----..,....---------l 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 02:16 PM 
To: I I 
SubJ~e~c~t~:~R~E~:~C~N~N~-~ 

Hi, 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

We are .on air· l;ive at 1600 EST, and you would be on air for about 3 or 4 minutes, we would 
probably call you at 1608 to establish th·e· line; and you would be on air between 1610 and · 
1619 EST. On .the phone or on Skype. We also have a media commentator on the journalistic 
ethics but it's almost impossible to put the State Department's and family view across just 
with the statement. · 

Would .that work for you? 

Best, 
Naveena 

-----Original M:ssa::-----
From: I _ __ 
Sent : ~2~3~s~e~prte=m~e~r~~1~2~- ~19~:1~2~---------~ 
To: Naveena Ko~toor 
Subject: Re: CNN . 

I definitely can't for awhile, but until what time here in DC could you make it work by 
phone? 

Original .Message 
From: Naveena ~ottoor [mailto~~~~-..,....------~ 

· Senf • Sunday· Sentember 23, 2012 02:08 PM 
To:_ I 
SubJ~.e~c~t-:~R~E~:~C~NN~----~ 

Hellq.._ ___ _. 

30 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 
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Thanks _a. lot for this •. Are you sure you don~t want to come on air? It wouldn~t take longer 
than s minutes. It's very difficult for us to· cover this for brordcast iust wit h statements. 
We could also prerecord something anytime from now. My number is_ I b6 Per oos 

Thanks a lot, Naveena 

-- -·--prigiOal Message-----
From:L 
Sent : ~2~3~S~ep~t~e~m7b~er~2~0~1~2-~1~8~:~44~----------------~ 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: CNN 

Naveena -

Thank you for the opportunity to come on your show, but given how little I 've slept over the 
past 12 days, I'm ~fraid I wouldn't be especially coherent. I'm happy though to pass on the 
statement I have sent others. Everything that .follows is ON the record ana attributable to 
me: · 

Given the truth -of how this was handled, . CNN patting themselves on the back ·is disgusting . 

What they're not owning up to .is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well before bothering 
to tell the family or anyone else that they .took it from the site of the attack. Or that 
when they finally ~id inform them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and 
ultimately broke tneir pledge, made to the Stevens.family only hours after they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's· remains. 

Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime scene .the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the authorities? 

Then, someone ~ho seems to be a junior .blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. 
Setting aside the question of why CNN. didn't assign that obviously delicate call to someone 
more appropriate, that person didn't say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, · I'm sorry 
for your loss . . But I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They 
instead took the opportunity to ask the family ·if CNN could report on its contents. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told.no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out ~o us .to enlist our help with CNN. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. ~ut not ·before they took another shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the -contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they graciously offered to send'the family the transcript they 'd already 
made and passed around inter~ally, to put a rush on the family -for their own purposes. 

CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told no. 
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.It was then made clear to CNN yet again ·that they wanted to look at it privately., together as 
a family befo~e maki'ng any· de~isions. · .Period. CNN finally accepted· what they were ~earing., · 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the ·stevens family, and pledged not to use_the .diary 
or even alludJ to its existence .until-hearing back from the family to grant their permission. . l . . . . 
But the St~Vef'!S famiiy was never given that cha~ce. It seems that four days is as long . as· 
CNN can control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. · Entirely because they· felt 
like it. And~rson Cooper didn't even both~r to offe·r ~-ny explanation ·as to ~hy the network 
broke its pro~ise to the family ~ And he only made. t~at statement after CNN was contacted by 
:reporters askfng CNN· to explain their convoluted sourcing. • . 

CNN' s acti~ns !and Cooper's admiS.sion., and subsequent statements by CNN rai'se serious. 
questions that ' they won't answer. Because they can't without indicting their own behavior. 
·aut there is dne question more than ·any other that they need ·to a·nswer: . -If they ·weren't 
going to respe1ct the .. family's wishes, · why _did CNN even bother to ask them· what they wanted ~o · 
happen with t~:e diary·? CNN had already read every word of the diary before ~peaking with· the 
family. They knew exactly what it contained. if they had assessed based .on what they read· 
that they had !a responsibility to the ·public. to report · on the ,contents of .the. diary, w_hy 
~idn't they ju

1
st say· that right away, explain it to the family, . and then -proceed as they 

deemed approprlate .and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over .the days that followed. 
From the outse~, CNN had every piece of information .they needed to make an. editorial · · 
judgment. So why the ruse? 

1 . 

The ans~er .is bmple: the only .thing that changed as th~ days went on was CNN ' s integrity. · · 
. . l . . 

· They should never,have made that promise if they felt compelled to repo~t on the contents -of 
.the diary. Thk pride they are now ·showing .in their journalistic responsibilities should have 
.~een on display from the moment they picke~ the diary ~p· off · the· ground. · · . · 
They could have spared themselves the trouble; spared their own view~rs fro~ being misled 

. about how theyl came to their reporting, · and more important th_an.- anything el_se, spared t~e 
fa~ily from thj emotional whi'plash CNN ·created. . . · . 

·r~ey have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. · Not a pr.9ud episo~e in CNN's history. 
I*m sure there!are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally ~pp~lled by what happened and 

-are now wondering who above them authorized this despicable course of action. . . I 
### 

. [Here- i .s the .. above referenced statement ' Anderson Cooper made on l.ir, 8:18pm, Frid~y 9/21/12: 
"On. Wednesday ~.e reported that. ~ _source familiar with ambassador ! Stevens' . thinking said in 
the months .befbre his death~ ambassador Stevens talked about being worried about what.he 
called the nev~r·ending security threats in Benghazi. ·We also reported that the ambassador 
specifically mentioned · the· rise in. Islamic extremism, the growing a1 Qaeda presence in Libya 
and ·sc:tid he wa~ on an al Qaeda hit list . . The information for that rep~rt like all of CNN' s 
reporting was ~arefully · vetted~- Some of that information was . foun.d in a personal journal of 
ambassador Ste~ens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal. t~rough · our reporting and 
notified the f~mily. At their request~ we returned that journal to them. · we reported what we 
found newswort~y in the· ambassador • s wri'tings •. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador'. s writings." l · 

HRC-9479 
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This e-mail (and any attachments) is c_onfidential and may contain persoryal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. · 
If you have ·received it in 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any way n~r act in reliance on it and no~ify the sender_ immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your co-nsent to this. 

http ://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-~ail (and any attachments) is confide~tial and may contain personal views which are 
not the views_of the BBC u~less specifically stated. 
If yo4 have received it in · 
er_ror, ·please 'delete .it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor .act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately • . 
Please _note tHat the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 
-- ~- - --------~--- ~--- --------
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·Fi'9m:· . . 
Sent: 

Naveen~. KottooJ 
Sunday. Septem':-b-er-=2=--=3~. ·2:'::0:-:1-=2-=2-=:1~.6-=P:':"M.-----____J 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

· To: 
Subject: :··. 

Fouo~ up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

· . Hi, 

·1 I . 
RE: CNN 

Follow up 
· Completed 

.. 
We :a~e ·o~ alr . liv.e at . 16ee EST, and y~u· would be. on air for a~out 3 or_. .··4' min~·tes, we:· ~ould 
prqbab.ly ~alf. you·,. at .160,8 to ~stab !ish· the· line, .. and you~ould ·. be ·or( ah• · betw~,en 1610 . and 

.. :1619 EST ... on the. phon'e or on Skype. We also .. have .<1 media. comm~ritator on the jjournalistic 
ethics bu~. it'\~ e1lmo.st . :i.mpossibl~ to put the_State Department 's and f~mily vi~w a~ross . just 

.. ~~ ~h the· · st~t-jment. · · · · · · 

Would ·. that, wonk for y~u? 

·.· Best;, 
· Naveena .· . ~ 

. . 
~ --'-_-Original . Message~.:~ ---
·From_:! : 

:. ·S~nt·: . 23 September 2012 19·: 12 · 
· To : · Naveena Kch:toor ·· · . 

. I . . : ' ·• 

. ·~ . 

. '~ .:· 
' . 

: •• ! •• 

. ' 
'· 

. . ~ubj_ect =.· .. Re : INN. ·. ·... . . .. · 
· I definitely can't; for:- awhile, but until .what ti~e here in DC co~ld you~ __ mak~ it work ·by . 

phone? · 

.. . 

' b6 
b7C . .. ~ 

. ...... 

- -.-- -· Orlglnal! Mes.sag~ .;. ~---
.. From:. ~aveen~:. IKot.~oo~ . [mailtol..~ __________ ....JI 
S~nt: .sunday,}Se'ptember .·23, 2012 02:08 PM 

. -~: . ·, b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. To: I rl I . . . . .· -. 

-::::t RE: :Ni - . .. . : . ' ~ •· . 
. .Thanks·:a ... lot :~~r ~h~s. Are ~ou.sure . you ~on't want to . ~ome on air? It ::w~l,l~~~~.~ take longer . 

than 5 m~nutes. rt·•s very dJ.ffJ.cult· for us to cover tt:ns for· br:-oadcast JUSt ;.wlth= statements. 
We. coul_d · :·a~si:? prer;e.cor9 something· anytime from .. now. M}r number is ·. b6 Per nos 

• • • , • • • ' I . ... :-: :-;· 
~ " ' . . 

Thanks .. a lot ~ Naveena 
~ • • • I • • 

Fro~: 
Sent:~2~3~S~e~pt~e~m~b-e-r~ .. 2~0~1~2~18~:44~----------------~ 
ro: ·~ Naveena K6ttoor 
Subject: CNN 

. ,. . 
Naveena -.. . . , 
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Thank you for the opportunity to come on your show1 but given how little I've slept over the 
past 12 days, I'm afraid I wouldn't be especially coherent. I'm happy though to pass on the 
statement I have sent others. Everything that follows is ON the record and attributable- to 
me: 

Given the t~uth of how this was ~andled1 CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well befor.e bothering 
to tell the f~mily or anyone else that they took it from the site of the attack. Or that 
when they finally did inform them, they completely ignored the wishes of the family, and 

·. ultimately broke their pledge, made :to the Stevens family only hours after they witnessed the 
return to the .Unites States of Chris's remains. 

Who.se first instinct is to remove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country1 read it, transcribe it1 email it around your 

. newsroom for others to read, and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call . 
the family .or notify the authorities? 

Then, someone:who seems to be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. 
Setting aside the· question of why CNN didn't assign that obviously delicate call to someone 
more appropr~ate, that person didn't say1 'Hello1 I know this is a terrible time1 I'm sorry 
for your loss. But I'm sure you want your son's diary1 where .do you want it sent?' They 
instead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its content~. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reachedJ they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. · But not before they took another shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and would not make any other decisions until then: But that wasn't fast 
enough for _CNN, so they graciously offered to send the .family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around internally, to put a rush on the family for their own purposes. 

CNN then pressed for pe_rmission to at least .take credit on-air for recoverin~ the 'diary. 

They were told no. 

It was then made clear to CNN yet .again that _they wanted ~o look at it privateiy, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearingJ 
agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family 1 and pledged not to use the diary 
or even allude to its existence until hearing back from the family to grant their permission. 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. It seems that four .days is as long as 
CNN can control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any explanation as to why the network 
broke its promise. to the family. And he only made that statement after CNN was contacted by 
reporters asking CNN to explain their convoluted sourcing. 

CNN's actions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements · by CNN raise serious 
questions that they won't answer~ Because they can't without indicting their own behavior. 
But there is one question more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't 
going to respect the family's wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 

27 HRC-9482 



happen witb t~e diary? CNN had already read every word of the diary before speaking wi~h the 
family. They knew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on what they read 
that they had a responsibility to the public to report on the contents of the diary, why 
didn't they just say that ·right away 1 explain it to the family, and then proceed as they 
deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing ·in the diary changed over the days that followed. 

· From the . outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an edi to.rial 
judgment. So why the ruse? 

The answer is simple: the only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's 'integrity. 

They should never have made that promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents of 
the diary. The pride they are now showing in their ·journalistic responsibilities should have 
been on display from the moment they picked the diary up off the ground. · 
They could have spared themselves the trouble, spared. their own viewers from beingmisled 

. about how they came to their reporting, and more important than anything else; .spared the 
family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 

They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud episode in CNN's history. 
I'm sure there are many good ·people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and 
are now .wonderi~g who above ~hem authorized' this despicable course of action. 

### 

[Here is the above referenced statement Anderso~ Cooper made. on air, 8:18pm, Friday 9/21/12 : 
uon Wednesday we reported that a :source familiar with· ambassador Stevens' thinking said in 
the months b~fore his death, amb~ssador Stevens · talked about being worried about what he 
called the. never·ending security threa~s in Benghazi. We also reported that the ambassador 
specifically mentioned the rise in Islamic extremism1 the growing al Qaeda .Presenc~ in Libya 
and said he was on an al Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of CNN's 

· reporting was ·carefully vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the f.amily. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 

.found newsworthy in the ambassador•s ·writings. A reporter followed up on what ·we found 
newsworthy in the ambassa.dor.' s writings."] 

http: I /www. bbc. co .• uk 
This e·mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 

. not the views of the BBC .unless speci fic·any· stated . 
If you have received it in . 
error, please delete it from your system. 
Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any way nqr act in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately. 
Please note that the BBC monitors e·mails sent or received. 
Furth·er communication will signify your consent to this. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e -mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are · 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received it in 
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· ... 

.' 

... . ·" . 

, . . 
error, please delete it from ·your system. 
Do nof us·e,·· copy or disclo"se the 
information i~ any way nor act ··in reliance on .. it and notify the send~r immedtat~ly . 
Please note 't~at the BBC monitor's e-mails : sent or . received. 
Further commu~ication .will . signify your c~nsent to this. 
---~--~--~---1--------·------ . 

\ . 
1 

.l 

' ' . ., ._-·, 

~ . . 

, .. 

. . , 
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~ ... , 

From: 
: ·sent: 

.. ·.· To: 
·. :·. ~ .~ubj~ct: . . 

· . . ~9Uow Up Fl~g: 
· . · 'Fiag·.statu~: . 

. I I 
· : ·sundav. Seotember 23·. 201·2 2:12 PM 
I I 

Re:CNN 

Follow up 
· Compl~ted 

: .. 
· ' .,. 

> ' 

b6 Per DOS, FBI · 
. b7C Per FBI 

I ·definiteiy can't for awhiie,·. but until what time ·here in oc c~uld you make ~t work by 
. · phon.e? ·· · 

Original: Message ----- r--------...::·:;,;,· -----. 
Fr om: Nav~ena Kottoor [mailtq 

: Sen ... m r 23, 2'~e~1""2~e""z""·:"2. eB..,.....""·PmM.-------....J 

· .. To: ~-=--~=--=----J 
: . Subject: . RE: CNN 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. Hel~q · . . 
·· Thanks a lot for this. Are yo~ sure you .don't want to .. come on ai'r? It would11't take longer· 

,• : 

' . . 

. . ; ... . 

. th~n 5 ·m~.nute~. It's very diffi~ult for us to. cover this for : b.roadcast just ~ with statements~ 
We ·could .'als.o prerecord something· anytime from now. ,My number is I r. b6 Per DOS { 

Thanks a lot, Naveena 

. ' • 

.. b6 
· 'b7C 

. ..:: . 

. Naveena -

. . Thank you for. the · opportunity to come· on yo~r . show, . but gi veri·; how '1 i ttle · I 'Ve s lep1: over ' the ... : . 
. · .. pa~t 12 days ;II' m· a:fraid I \I!OUldn. t be especially c'oherent. : I . m happy .. though to pass . on the: . .. 
.. . ·statement I have sent others . · Everything that follow~ · is· ON the. record and attributable .to· .: 

... , ·· me: ... · · · · 

.•. 
. . 

Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN Piiitting , ·thems.elv~s on the back is ... disgusting. . .· .. 

··. ·-:~~~t they ~ re ~~bt owning up to i s r.e~ding :~nd trans·cr.~bing · Chr-i s 's dia~y wel~ before bothering · 
to tell the . ~amily -~r ~nyone .else tha~ they ·took :it f:om. ~he sit~ of the : a~~ack;_· ~r .. tha~ . · ·:.·· : . 
~hen ·they f~n~lly d1d 1nform them, they completely ignored the w1shes of t~e:famlly, · and 

. I .. . . . .. . . , . . . 
ultimately b~oke their pledge, made to the Stevens f.all)ilY only hour:-s after they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains. ·: · · · . I . . 

.. . Wh~;~e first ~nstinct .i s to re~ove fr~m a crime scene th~ di.~ry of a ·ma~ ._ K_i~l.ed, along wi th · ' 
... ·three. othe·r Ameri~ans serving our country, . read it, .t ranscribe ft1 emaU, :u ·around .your · 
··newsroom for !others to read, and only ,when their cur.iosity is .fully sat'isfied thinks to· call 
the. family or. notify the authorities? ' . . · 
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Then, someone who seems to be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Steve·ns family. 
Setting aside the question of why CNN didn't assign that obviously delicate call to someone 
more appropriate, that person didn't say, 'Hello, I know this .is .a terrible time, I'm sorry 
for your loss. But I'm .sure you want your son's diary,· where do you want it sent?' They 
instead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents 

. known only to Chris Stevens, ·. and those at CNN who had already invaded his privacy. 

They were told no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our help with CNN. 

When· the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached; they needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. .'But not before they took another shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the cqntents. A 'family member 111ade it crystal clear direc.tly to CNN that they 

. wanted Chris's dii:~ry and would not make any ot.her decisions until . then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they graciously offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and passed around internally, to put a rush on the fam_ily for their own purposes. 

CNN then pressed for permission to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary. 

They were told ._no. 

It was then made clea~ to CNN yet ·again that they wanted to look at it privately, together as 
a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN finally accepted what they were hearing, 
agreed to a~ide by ·the ·clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary 
or even allude to its existence until hearing back from the family to .grant .their -permission . 

Bu~ the Stevens family was never given that chance. It seems that four days is as long as 
CNN can control ~hemselves, so they just went ahead and used. it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn 't even bother to offer a~y explanation as to why the network 
broke its promise to the family. And he only made that statement .after CNN was contacted by 
reporters asking CNN to explain their convoluted sourcing. 

CNN's a~tions and Cooper's admission, and subsequent statements by CNN raise serious 
questions that they won't answer. Because they can't· without indicting their own behavior. 
But there 'is one que.stion more than any other that they need to answer: If they weren't 
going_ to respect the family's wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with the diary? CNN had already read every word of the diary before ·speaking with the 
family. They,knew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on what they read 
that they had : a responsibility to the public to report on the contents nf ·the diary, why 
didn't they just say that right away, explain it to the family1 and then proceed as they 
deemed appropriate and necessary? Nothing in the diary changed over the days that followed. 
From the outset, CNN had every piece of information they needed to make an editorial 
judgment. So why the ruse? · · 

The answer is simple: the only thing that changed as the days went on was CNN's integrity. 

They should never .have made that ·promise if they felt compelled to report on the contents of 
the diary. The pride they are now showing in their journalistic responsibilities should have 
been on display from the moment they picked the diary u~ off the ground. 
They could have spared themselves the trouble 1 spared their own viewers from being misled 
about how they ·came to their reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the 
family from the emotional whiplash CNN created. 
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They have yet to even try to defend the indefensible. Not a proud episode in CNN's history. 
I'm sure there are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally appalled by what happened and 
are now wondering who above them authorized this despicable course of action. 

### 

[Here is. the above referenced statement Anderson Cooper made on air, 8:18pm, Friday 9/21/12: 
((on Wednesday we reported that a source familiar with ambassador Stevens' thinking said in 
the months before his death., ambassador Stevens ~alked about being worried about what he . 
called the never-ending security threats in Benghazi . We also reported that the ambassador 
specifically mentioned the ris~ in Islamic extremism, the grciwing al Qaeda presence in Libya 
?nd said he was on an al Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of CNN's 
reporting was carefully vetted. Some.of that information was found in a personal journal of 
ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their . request, we returned that journal to. them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the .ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 

http://www.bbc.co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) is· confidential ·and may contain personal views· which are 
not the ~iews of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If you have received it in 
error~ please delete· it from your system. 
Do not use~ copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor·.act ·in reliance on it and notify the sender immediately . 
Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received. 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 

I' 

--------~----- ---- - - -----~---
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From: 
Sent: · 
To: 

Naveena Kottood 

1 
:::·ntem.~bf:":"r ~23'~"""", ~2or712~2111":"::o'""9:""111P~Mr-_ ----:-1 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

. Hello!.._ __ ~ 

Follow up 
Completed 

Thanks a lot for this. Are you sure you don't want to come · on air? It wouldn't take l~nger 
than 5 minutes .• It's very difficult for us to cover this for broadcast just with statements. 
We could also prerecord something anytime from now. My number isj I b6 Per DOS 

Thanks a lot, Naveena 

. -----Original Message-----
From:! 
~ent:~2~3~S~e~pt~e~m~b~e=r~2~0H1~2~18~:~44nr----------------~ 
To: Naveena Kottoor 
Subject: CNN 

Naveena -

Thank you for ·the opp~rtunity to come on your show, but given how little I've slept over the 
past 12 days, I'm afraid I wouldn't be especially coherent. I'm happy though to pass on the 
statement I havQ sent others. Everything that follows i s ON the record and attributable to 
me: 

. Given the trut~ of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 

b6 
b7C 

What they're not owning up to is reading and transcribing .Chris's diary well before bothering . 
to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from ·the site of the attack. Or that. · 
·when they finally did inform them, they completely ignored the .wishes of the family, and 
ultimately broke their pledge, ~ade to .the ~tevens family only ho~rs aft~r they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains. 

Whose first ~nstinct is to ~emove from a crime scene the diary of a man killed along with 
three other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your 
newsroom for others to read, and only when thei~ curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call 
the family or notify the authori t'ies? . . . . 

Then, someone who seems to be a junior blogger at CNN, eventually called the Stevens family. 
Setting aside the question of why CNN didn't assign that obviously delicate call to someone 
more appropriate~ that person didn't say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, I'm sorry 
for your loss. But I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They 
instead took the opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already· invaded his privacy . . 

_ They were told no. 

At this point the Stevens family reached out to us to enlist our· help with CNN. 
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When the seniormost leve~s of C~N were finally· reached1 they· needed to be convinced to do the 
right thing. 

1

lsut not before they took· another shot at convincing · th~ fami.ly to let them · . 
report on the contents. A family membe~ made it ·crystal .clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris'~ diary and would not make·any ·other .decisions ~ntil then. But;that wasn't fast . 
enough for CNN, so they graciously offered to send the family the transcript they'd already 
made and pass~d· aroun~ internally,· to put a rush on the family for their own .Purposes. ·. 

I . 
. CNN then pres jed for permis.sion to at least take credit on-air for recovering the diary.· 

They were told rio. 

I~ . was ~hen ml de clear to CNN yet again tbat they wanted to look .at it privately, together ·as 
· a family befo~e· · making any decisions. Period. CNN finaliy. accepted what they were .hearing, 
. agreed to abi~e by the· clear wishes of the Stevens family, a~d pledged not to use the diary : 
·or even ·allude to its existence until hearing back f.rom the family to grant their permission • 

. . . , . . . . ·. . . .. . . 

But the Stevens family was never given that chance. ·It seems t·hat four days: is as long as 
CNN can contr(h themselves, so they just went ahea~ and used it. Entirely because they felt 
.like it. Anderson. Cooper didn't even bother to ' offer·any explanation as to why the network 

I . . ' . 
broke its ~ro~ise to the f~mily. And he only made that statement after CNN was contacted by 
reporters. ·asking CNN. to explain th~ir convoluted sourcing. ' 

CNN'.s actions la~d Cooper·~ s ~dmission, . a~d s~bsequent ~ta.tements by ·cNN r.aise ser~ous 
questiC!OS tha~ they won't answer. Because they can't without .indicting their own behavior. 
But there is one question mo.re than any other that they. need to answer: If .. they weren't 
going to resp~ct the f~mily's wishes, why did CNN even bother to ask them what they wanted to 
happen with .the diary? CNN had already· read every word of the 4iary before·speaking with. the 
'family. Theylknew exactly what it contained. If they had assessed based on what they .read 
that they ~ad 1 a responsibility to the public to. report on the contents of .the· diary, w~y · 
di~n·~ .they jps~ say that right. away1 explain it to the family, and then proceed as .they 
d~e~ed appropriate a~d ~ecessary? Nothing in t~e diary changed over the days that followed ~ 
From the outset~ CNN had ·every piece of information they needed to make an .editorial 
judgment . So why the· ruse? · 

' The answer is simple: the only.thing·that ch~nged as the days ·went on was CNN's iptegrity. 

They· should . n~ver have made that promise if they felt compelled to report on the·contents of· 
the diary. The pride they are now showing in their journalistic . responsib~~ities should have 
been on displ~y from the moment they picked the diary·up off the ground. · · 
They could ha~e s·pared themselves the trouble, spared their own y~ewers from being mis~e·d 
about how t~e¥ came to their. reporting, and more important than anything else, spared the 
fa.rriily. from the emotional whiplash CNN cre.ated. 

T~ey have yet/ to even try to defend the i.ndefe~sible. · Not a proud episode in CNN' s ' history. 
I'm sure the~e are many good people in the CNN newsroom equally. appalled by what happened and 
ar.e now wondering who above them authori~ed this despicable course of acti4:1n. . · 

### . I . .· 
.. [Here is the./above referenced sta'!:emerit Anderson· Cooper made· on air, 8: 18p~,· Friday 9/21/12: 
••on Wednesda~ ~e · re~orted that a source ~amiliar with ambassado: Steven~ · ~hinking ·said in 
the months before h~s death, ambassador Stevens talked about be1ng worr1ed about what ·he 
called the n~ver-ending security threats in ·Benghaz·i. We also reported ·that the a~bassa~o~ 
sp~cific~lly !mentioned the rise in Islamic extremism, the growing al Qaeda presence i~. libya 
anq said he was on an al Qaeda hit list. The information for that report like all of CNN ' s 

. reporting wa~ carefullX vetted. Some of that information was found in a personal journal ·Of 
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ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the. journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we- returned that journal to them. We report~d what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings. A reporter followed up on what we found 
newsworthy in the ambassador's writings."] 

http://www.bbc .co.uk 
This e-mail (and any attachments) . is confidential a.nd may contain personal views which are 
not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
If· you have received ·it in 
error, please delete it from your system. · 
Do not use; copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender im~ediately. 
Please note that the ·sse monitors.e-mails·sent or received . 
Further communication will signify your consent to this. 
-----------------------------1 

.. 
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·From: 
·· sent: 

To: . 
Subject: 

·. · ... . 

. ··~ Sent .fro.~ my i,ho~e . . .. ; 

•' 

·• 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI · 

,.: .. . ' 

·:: : · . . : 
Begin forwardel m~ssage: . , .. ·.: ·. 

· From: "l<h~irzada, NeeH . . . . I 
· Qate: S~ptember 22, 2012·8:57:47 PM 'EDT . . . 

. . 
b6 Per DOS 

\ 

:·· . :. '· 

To:_Mike Ailed I ,;Robinson, Cbrista'f I·'>· ·: .. . :.·· 
Subje~t: ·~ State~ent ' · L.....-~-:---:-~.....---:----__J 

Hi Mike -
. . . . . . . i . . . . . . J ~ •• 

Here is the statement which inCludes the link to the story. Please confirm that you received·it an~ also when you . 
post. · · · · .. . , · 

Th~nkyo~ . 
' Neel · 

· CNJil .stateme~tabout. ~bassador. Stevens' journal : · ~ . · : ·· .. 

. CNN ~d· ~1~ btit!ally reixm.on the .existence· ofa jourmil out ~fresp~ct for the f~ity, :but we. felt there ,were i~sues. 
. -raised ~in th~ jo~l which: ~quire d. full reporting, which we did.- We think the_pub1ic. had a iight to ~o~ what'~ 
. ·had·l~e.~ from multiple sourees.about ~e fears and warnings of a ·~error tfueat .before ,the Beiighazi

1 
~~ck ·whiCh ... : 

·are 'now raising questions about why the State Department ~lidn' do more to protect Ambassador Ste-yens and o~~ · . 
US personrieJ. Perhaps th~·real question· here is why is the State Department now attacking the messenger.: ., . : . · ·) 

·As ~e .said.J we had .~~lti~~ sources on ~d~rs;~ Coopets .. report W~esday nighl -.· . :. . , ·~· 
.http:/i~lcnn.co~~i21~9~2i'w~rl~/~fii~alliby·~-ambassador~joti~aVindex:ht~l _ . . . .· 

. I . .· . . . ··. . . ·. .. .. .. . . , .. ·. . ·: . ·... . , . ·. . ·. ·. 
'!he reason~ ultimately rep~rte4 F~day on the exist~nce qfthe j~umal v.:as because ·l~ to ~edia or~an:izatioris ·:· . .. 
mcorrectly suggested _CNN had not quackly returned the JOurnal, wh1ch we. dad. We reached out to the f~.rmly of 
AmbaSsador Stevens within ho~s ofretrieving the journal and returned it through a tpir~ party, .withitrless·than 24 

· hours .from· the time we foun:d.it. Ollt of respect to the family, we hav~.not quoted from 9.r sh9wn the ~oumaJ.. 
. . . ·,I·· 

' . .·. 

.; 
. ,. , 

.. :· 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: . 
Subject: 

I 

Translation: "We did it because we wanted to" 

Are you gllys doing anything? 

From: Mike Allen (mail~ l 
Sent: Saturday, Septemoer 22, 2012 08:55PM 
To~ l· . ·. · 
Subject: Fwd: CNN Statement 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: '~Khairzada, Neel' 
~~~~--------------~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS 

Date: September 22.2012 8:52:47 PM EDT 
To: MikeAIIerl I "Robinson, ChristaL----------.----___.J 
Subject: CNN Statement 

Hi Mike ~ 

Here is the statement which includes the link to the story. Please confmn that you received it and also when you · 
post. · 

Thank you, 
Neel · 

CNN statement about Ambassador Stevens' journal: 

CNN did not initially report on the existence of a journal out of respect for the family, but we felt there were issues 
rais.ed in the jounial which required full reporting, which we did. We think the public had a right to know what CNN 
had learned from multiple sources about the fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which 
are now raising questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and other 
US personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State Department now attacking the messenger. 

As we said, we had multiple sour~es on Anderson Cooper's report Wednesday night.' 

http://www .cnn .com/20 12/09122/world/africallibya-ambassador -jouma 1/index.hunl 

The reason CNN ultimately reported Friday on the existence ofthe journal was because leaks to media organizations 
incorrectly:suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which we did. We reached out to the family of 
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Ambassador Stevens within hourS of retrieving the journal and returned it through a third party, within less than 24 
hours from the time we found it. Out of respect to the family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

. Ya. You should pull the wsj into these t~ings on day 1 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 22, 2012, at 8:07 PM, ....._ _________________ ....~wrote: 
.· 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

> I wish you'd been privy to this from day 1. You would not accept this bs explanation. 
> 
> 
> 

· · > Original Message ----r----------., 
> From: Entous, Adam [mailto{ 
; ~~~[: Saturday. s:pt:m,er ~~2~,--2~e~lr2~a~a~:~07S~P~M~~ 

> SubJeCt: Re: ON the Record 
> 
> I'm sure if I kept a diary as a kid id feel differently 
> 
>Sent from my·iPhone 
> 
> On Sep 22, 2012, at 8:91 PM, wrote: ....._ _________________ .....~ 
> 
>> Ok, so then=don't agree not to use it 
» 
» 
». 
>> Original Message 
>> From: Entous,_ Adam (mailtol 
> > Sent: Saturday, Seotember 2~2~,--2~0~1~2~0~7~:-=s~9~PM~___. 
» To:l I 
>> Subject: Re: ON th~ Record 
» 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

». I do think the contents are relevant. I would have cut a deal with them. Withheld 
publication. The "source close to Stevens .. was shameful. ·But I_would have read it probably to 
figure out what it was. 
>> 
>>Sent-from my iPhone 
» 
>> On Sep 22, 2012, at 7:54 PM, wrote: b6 

b7C 
>>· ....._ _________________ ~ 

>>> Not even pick up the phone and call the fa~ily? 
>">> 
»> 
>» 
>>> 
»> 
»> 
»> 
»> 

Original Message 
From: Entous, Adam [mailtof 
sent: saturday. september~ ~2~,~2~e~i~z~e~7~:~s~3~PM~~ 
To: J I 
SubJect: Re: ON the Record 
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' .· 

• >>> 
»> l don't di•sagree with cnn but. I don't like how coope_r handled it. 
>» . . I 

. >>>Sent from my iPhone 
>·>·> 
>>>On Sep _ 22~ . 2012, at 7:49 -PM~ wr~te: 
)))' ~------------------~--------------~ 
·>>:». Like r · sald "We just didn't fe~l like it anymore" ·. 
»» 
>>» 
»» 
>>>> --~--· Original Message ----~-~---------------~ 
»» From: . Entpu~, Adam. · [mailt~~~-~----------~ 
·>>>>Sent: ·Saturdav. September 22,.2012 07:~1 PM 
»» To: I .. I. . 
»» Subject: Re: ON the Record . 
>>>>. . I . ·. . I . 
:»» .. . . 

·. 

.. 
b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. : 
I . 

>>>> CNN Statement: . 
» » CNN·. did nbt initially -report on the exi~tence of a::· journal out of .respect for the 

b6 . 
b7C 

.. 
I 

. family,· .but wei felt there were issues. rai'sed· :in the journal whidt" required full reporting, 
which we did. ~e think th~ public, had a right to know what · CNN had .learned · fr.om _multiple . 
s~urc·es . abqut ~h·e fears and warnings of a .terror ·threat . be.fore the ·Bengha_zi ~ttack ":J,hich are 

. now raising questions .about why the State Department 'didn'~ do .more to prote~t' Ambassador 
Stevens' and ot~er us · personn~L Perhaps . the . . real ,guest~~?~ ·her:e is ·:why· is the.·; state Department . . 
now attacking the messenger. · · . . · · . · ·. · · ·. · 
>»_> ·. I . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
>>~> As we said,, w~ had multiple ~ources ·on Anderson Cooper'.s report 
'».> > Wednes~ay) ryi.gh.~<x·-apple-data-detectors: //4> ·. LINK .TO. 
» » CNN. COM.< http :/1 CNN. COM/>. STORY ' 
>>».. . . . ., . . . . . . . . . . . •' . 

. » » The. re~sop we· ultimately. reported on the existence of 1;he journal · was : b~c~ause leaks. ,to · 
m:dia organ.iz.aF1ons incorrectlY. suggested CNN had not qui~klY, · retl,frned the j9ur?.a.l~ -which · we· .-·. · 
d1d. '·We r~achea out to the fam1.ly of Ambassador Stevens w1.th1n hours .of _retriev1.ng ·the . 
journal and returned it through a· third' party' within less than' 24:. hours from 'the time we . 

. .. . found it. ·out bf respect to the family~ we have not ,quoted from or shown the: j_ournal.· 

. :» )') : • . i : I 

»».Sent from my i 'Phone 
. >»·> 
»» On' Sep 12, 2012, . at 3:03PM, 

·»» .. 
> > > >·. God bess . ··you· 
»» 
>>» 
>»> 

· ' 
. · > » > ----- Original Message -- ._._r-. ------------------. 

. >>»:. Fro.m: En:t?us, .... f'dam. [m~ilto~~~=~--=-=~~=--....1 
.. : ·-~»> . Sen): Satyrday·. S:Dtem~er .22, 2012 03:02 PM 

. »~> ro: l - J . 
>>>> Subject: Re: · ON t e Record 

. »'». .I .. 
»»· It will be free in a second online. I , . . 
>»> CNN Used Slain Envoy's Writings Against .~amily' s . W_is.hes 

. »-» ~ .. I . . .. 
>»> byline-box 

I 

>»> 
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»» 
>»> ByAdam Entous 
>»> And Keach. Hagey 
»» 
>>>> CNN obtained a personal journal that ~elonged to t~e slain American ambassador to 
Libya, Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its contents against the wishes of 
the Stevens family. according to relatives and State Department officials who w~re asked to 
intervene by the famiJy. 

>»> 
>»> 
>>>.> CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Am~ricaos were 
killed in an attack by militants o~ the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't 
clear exactly how CNN obtained th~ ambassador'·s writings. 
>>» 
» » The epi sode marks· a side drama in the · aftermath of the consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can· encounter when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other gov~rnment officials. Personal material important to surviving 

·relatives represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. 
>»> 
>>>> CNN said on its website that it notified . the Stevens family "within . hours" that it had 
the journal. But the Stevens family then reached .out to the State Department, which arranged 
a telephone conference call between members ·of the Stevens family and ·CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and to not ·publish 
or broadcast any ~f its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State Department 
officials. · 
»» 
>>>> The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
media used it or alluded to it, saying the ambassador's personal writings belonged to them. 
>>>> . . 
»» Family members said they knew Mr •. Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was in the· 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially prqvided the hmily with a 
transcript it prepared from ·the journal. 
>>>> 
»» State Depa.r tment officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the . 
diary itself to an Italian· diplomat in Benghazi. 
>»> 
>>>>The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian ·envoy because U.S. diplomats 
evacuated the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for the 
Italian diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could .be handed over to American officials 
in Tripoli. It will t hen be brought. to the u.s .• where t he family will be able to ·take · . 

. Possession of it. · 
>»> 
>>>> Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 
conference call to hold off on using.the diary until the family had a chance to review its 
contents. 
>»> 
»»But family members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor. Anderson Cooper 

. appeared to use the information from the journal by attrib~ting it. to a sour~e familiar with 
Mr. Stevens's thinking. 
>>>> 
»» In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper saidthe ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list . 

. »» 
>>>> A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the journal, but 
corroborated the i nformation through .other sources. 
»» 
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»» Mr. Coope·r addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday 
evening<x-appl'e-data-detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and 
that some of t 'he· information he reported on Wednesday ori ginated from Mr. ·Stevens's personal . . 
writings. 
»» 
»» "Some of that information was found in a personal journal of· Amba·ssador· Stevens in his 
handwriting," ,Mr •. ·cooper told viewers . '"We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified ·the family. At thei r request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings.,, 
»» 
»» 
»» Sent froni my iPhone 
»» 
»» On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:58 PMJ 

I 
»>> 
""":'":-:-::----~---------~--------------____JI wrote·: 

»» 
>>» 
>>» 

. >»> 

In the meantime can you send me the whole story · 

>>>> Origina!' Message ----~-~--------------~ 
>>>>From: Entous, Adam [mailto~J----------------~ 
»» Senf: Saturday. Seotemher 22, 
> » > · To : ..., _ ____,-~___,.___,..,..... ___ .......~1 
>>>> Subject: :Re : ON the Record 

2012 02:57 PM 

»» 
>>>> Asking b~t that's not something I can control 
))')) 

>>>> Sent .from my iPhone 

>»> 
)'))) . 

>»> 
»» 
>»> 
>»> 
>»> 
>.>» 

On Sen U 2Ct12 at 2•56 

Original Message ----~-~---------------
From: Entous, 'Adam [mailto~J------~--------~ 
Senit: Saturdav. S:ptember 22, 2612 02:53 .PM 
To:l _ J. 
Sub)ect: : Re : ON t e Record 

»» Trying t9 get it appended to the botto.m after the story .posts. 
»» . . 
> » > Sen~ from my iPhone 
>»> 
>> >> On Sep 2~ , 2012, at 2~52 PM,! 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

.... ~~------------------------------------------------------__jlwrote: »» 
»» Yes 
>>>> Every sirgle word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it 
>>>> was when: you sought comment 
>»> 
»» 
>>>> 
>>>> Original Message 
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>>>> From: Entous~ Adam (mailto! 
>>>> sent: saturda:. septemhfr ~~2T,--2~e~x~z-aez~:s~e~P~Mr-~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b 7C Per FBI 

>»> ro:l _ 
>>>> Su~)ect: Re:N the Record 
>»> 
>>>> Can I post this entire thing under the story? 
>»> 
>>>> Sent from my iPhone 
>»> 
>>>> On Sep 22. 2912. at 2·09 PM 

Ll -----------:-------:-----~~ wrote: 
>>>> Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting them~elves on the back is 
disgusting. What they're not owni~g up to is. reading Chris's di~ry · before bothering to tell 
the family they took it. But that's understandable ~ince they needed enough time to read it, 
transcribe it, and circulate it internally for even more people to read. Who transcr.ibes a 
diary of a ma~ who just· lost his life serving our country? When they finally called. the 
family, .their timing was impeccable, doing so only shortly right after they' witnessed his 
remains return to the United States. Did this junior· person say, ·•Hello, I know this is a 
terrible time, but I'm sure you want your son's diary, where can we send it?' Nope. They 
instead took that moment to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those CNN thought had already decided had a right to invade 
his privacy. · · 
»» 
>>>> When the seniormost levels of .CNN were finally. reached, they needed to be convinced to · 
do . the right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the fam.ily to let.·· 
them report on .the cont~nts. A family member made it crystal clear they wanted Chris's diary 
·back and wouldn•t make any decisions· until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so 
they helpfully offered to send the family the transcript, to put a rush on it. 
>>>> . 
·>>>>It was then made clear .to them, for what must have been the fourth time; that they 
wanted to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. Period. 
Finally, CNN· heard their request enough times, accepted it, and agreed to abide by the clear 
wishes of the Stevens family and pledged not to use the .diary or even allude to its existence 
until hearing bac.k from the family. 
>»> 
»» But the Stevens . family was never given that chance. I guess four days was as long as 
CNN could control themselves, so they just went. ahead and used it .. Entirely because they 
fe~t like it . Anderson Cooper didn't ev~n bother to offer any other explanation as to why 
the network broke its promise. And only did ·so after being contacted by a reporter asking 
about the di~.r.Y and their convoluted sourcing. · 
>»> . 
>>>> Not a proud moment in CNN's history, and I'd hope that many of the good people who work 
there ·agree. 
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From: 
·Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I wish you'd been privy to this from day 1. You would not a.ccept this bs explanation. 

Original Message ---·~-~-------------~--, 
From: E~tous~ Adam [mailtol...,.,.....""":""!~~~~~--.....1 
sent: saturda.l£ sentemrr 2.2, 2012 08:05 PM 

~~~~ect: Re: 0: the Record 

I'm sure if I kept a diary as a kid id f~el differently 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 22, 2012, at 8:01 PM, L~---------------------:------------__ ..... lwr~te: 
> Ok, so then don't agree not to use it 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

.> 
> Su 
> 

2012 67: S9 PM 

. b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

· b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

> I do ~hink the contents are relevant. I would have cut a deal with them. Withheld 
publication. The "source .. close to Stevens" was shameful. But I would have read it probably to 
figure out ~hat it was. 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
> On Sep 22, 20i2, at 7:54 PM, 
> 
>> Not even pick up the phone and call the family? 
» 
» 
>> 
>> Original Message 
>>From: Entous, Adam.[mailtoLI----------------~ 
>> Sent: Saturda: September 22, 
» To:l ~ I 
>> SUbJect: ke: ~ the Record 

2012 07:53 PM 

» 
>> I don't disag~ee with cnn but I don't like how cooper handled it. 
>> 
>>Sent· from my iPhone 

wrote: 

>> I I 
» On Sep 22, 2012, at 7:49 PM,L~------------""''r'--------------------.....1 wrote: 
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,, . . .. . If : . . j .. 
. ;~~ tike:;,I said "We just ~i:dn't feel ~ik~- it :anyror:-e" ~- _. r 
·-~~~ ' -·. . J !-

»> - - --- Original -Message ____ ;. i 
· .>». From: Entdus; ·.Adam . [mailt·ol l b6 Per Dos, FBI . 

» _> s.e~t:· SatJrday. Septem:er· 22, 2012 -87:11 PM I ,. .b7CI·. Per FBI 
»>- To .1 J . 1 

. ~~~ ;Subject: -r= ON the Record . . .. I , J 
. ' .. · 

>,» CNN ·statement: . . · . . · ~ · . 
·»> ct~N . did ndt ·initially report on the ·.existence of ·.a· journal out of respe'ct for the fanii~y, 
but .we' felt there were issues . raised in the journal which .required full ·repof:-t:~ng~ ~hi~h .. ·we . 

. did. w~ _1;:hi~k !the. public had · a . ri~ht to know w,hat ·cNN had·· learned fr()m mul~i~l~ soutc~s"_. ·a,bout 
the. fears and 

1
warnings of. a ~~rror threat befor:e the -Benghazi attack ·which. are: ·now ~a1.s1ng ._. 

questions about why the State Department didn't do . . more to .protect Af!lbassadof. Steve~s and 
·· · I · · · · · · . · · · , I 

other . us personnel. Perhap~ .the. real question here is why ·is the State pepa~~m~nt n~w 
a~ta~king the l1messenger. - .. 1· : ,. 
))) . . . I 

>·)> .As we .said, we. had _ ~·lt~ple .sources:· on And~rson Cooper ' s. _report 1:· ,} 

· >_» .. Wednesday lnight<x-apple-data·-detectors://4>. LINK TO · · . · ·. f 
>>> CN~LCOM<htfp://CNN.COM/> sroRY · ·. .· · 1· 1· 
»> ..... I . . 1. ,· 

»> The reason we ultimately reported on the existenc.e .of the journ~l was 'be~ause. l~aks ·to 
med~~ . organiz_ations in~orrectly suggested CNN had not quickly. returned · th~ j9iJrnal, i'which we 
did·. We . reach~d. out to the . family of·· Amba~sador :ste'vens within . hours of r~trieving· ~he · . 
journ_al and re'turned ~t ·through a . thi~d party," within.less' ,than 24 hours i;'ro~ th~ .t~me we 
~~~nd : ~ t . _-o~t io: r~s~ect ~o. t~~ .fami.ly, we have not .q~oted from or .~hown the; journaf . 

>» Sent from lilY iPhone. · I . 1 

. >>> , . 
»::> On Sep ·22, 2012~ at 3:0~ - .PM, · 1 

. . >» 
>>> God bess ~ou 
»> 
>» 
>» 
>>> Original _Message 

i 
I 

I 
.I 

.j: 
I 

I . 

I 

b6 
b?C 

>» From:· Entous, Adam (mailtoJ 
J 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
, . I 

·. > > > : Se? : ·sat urda: . s:ot:mber 'tzT,-. ~2""tJI'Tl"7Z...,0~~~"3=r" • .,tJ"2o:-. '~"ri""'I_...J 
.»> To-l _ _ _ I . . 
>>> SubJect: Re: N t e ecord 
:>>> .It "11 b I f. . .• d . 1. ·,, 
>>>. w1 e ree 1n a ·secon on 1ne. 
>>> . I . 

· · » ·>. CNN U.sed- S'lain . Envoy~ s. Writings Against Family's WiShes·· 
- >>> . ·. I ..... 
>~> byline-box· 
>» I . 
>>> :ByA~am Enious . 
>» . AndKeach Hagey 1 ·1; 

b7C Per FBI 

1: 
1: ..... : 

))) I' .. I f 

» .>. . .CNN ob1t~ined a personal journal that belonged to the slain ~eric~n ~ ~tnbass~:dor to .:.· 
..Libya, Christo.pher Stevens, and. broadcast reports .based on its contents a~a+.~~t, th~. wishes of 
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the Stevens family, according to relatives and·State Department 
intervene by the family. 
»> 
>» 

. . 
i 
t 
I 

officials who ~ere 

;, 
' r 
I·. 

asked to . ~ ' 

! . . ~ . 
i 

»> . . i 
»> CNN obtained the journal. in Benghazi, whe,re Mr. Stevens and three ot'her· Americans were . 
killed in an ~ttack by militants' on the American consulate in the city, on·Sept~ 11. :It wasn"t· 
cl~ar exactly ljhow CNN obtained the ambassador's writings. '· · ·· i · .: . !. · 
»> 
>>>·.The epis.ode marks a side ~r~ma. in the·· aftermath Qf th~ cons.ulate ~iege a~d:. high~ights 
questions new~ o·rganizatioris can encounter when they come across . evidence. also being sought 
·~Y law enforc~ment .or othe.r government officials. Personal material important to sur:-viving 
relatives repr.lesents an even-more delicate and unusual. dilemma.. ~ : 'i 
))~ . . . I . 

»> CNN said .~n its website that it notified the Stevens family "within hour~~~ tha~ Lit had 
. the journ~l. ~ut. the Stevens famiiy ·then . reach~d out to the State Depa.rtment ~ 'whic~ j arr~nged 
a telephone conference call. between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that c·all, the . I . . .· . . I • 

family person~lly. appealed to· the news organization to return the. 'jour~al an~ to no~ J?Ublish 
or proadcast··any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and ~tate Department 

· .of:ficials.. ·I . · ·. \ ~ .: 
.>>.> . . . . . . . . 1 • 

·».>.The familyt_told CNN during the call that it. wanted to review the journal· before, the news 
. ~~~ia: used ~t rr al~u~ed ~0. i~~ .s~ying the ambassad~r,.·s. personal writings. ib~~onged ~0 them. 

>?.> Family members said they ·knew.Mr. Stevens kept a diary .'but didn't kno~ '!'~at was I in the 
journal obtain1ed by CNN. Th.e news organiz.ation· initially provided the family with. a; 
transcript it 'prepared from the journal. · ·. ·. · · · · [ · i 

~~~ ~tate DepaJrtment officii;tl~ ~aid. they then. made arra.ngement~ for CNN td h~nd ov~~ the · 
· di~ry itself·t~ an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. . ·. J.. I 
>?> : · J . · · ' · r 
»? The State pepart~ent enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy. because u.s. ~iplom~~s 
evacuated the fity after the Sept. 11 attack • .The State Department had ar~anged for!·the .. 
Italian diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could·be handed over ·t9 ~erican·officials 

·in Tripoli. rt! will then be broug~t ·to.the u.s., where the family will be ;able to take 
Possession of !~t . . ~. ; ! . 

. . '"' • 1 1 
>~>. · 1· . . , i 
»~Family mempers and. State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14. 
conference calll to hold off on using the diary until the family. had ·a chance· to review its. 

~~~tents.. . . ,. . . · . · . ·.~ · · I . 
>>> But fam1l~ members and .u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson C~oper 
app~ared to usr the·. information .. from the journal by attributi,ng it to ·a s~ur.ce familiar with 
Mr. Stevens's itl ~i~king. . . . . I 1· . · 
)')) . .. . . . I 

.>>.>In that.~roadcast;.Mr. Cooper·said :the· ambassador was worried ahout security threats in 
. Benghazi and s~id he believed he was on an · al Qaeda hit list. . ; .· . .. ·: ! . 
. '>» . ·. . I . .. .· . . I . ·I 

·. »> A ~pokesperson for CNN said the ne.twork di~n't repor:t directly from t~e jour.nal!~ but 
. corroborated t~e information through other. sources.· · . j: · 

.~;; ~r. Coope;l addressed·:~h~ question of theljournal and the CNN reports ~n his ~ri;d~¥ 
evenlng<x-apple-data-detectors://4> broadcast .. He disclosed the station had.the Journal and 

·that some of the information he reported on Wed.nesday originated. from Mr.' Stevens's'"personal 
· writings~ · 1. · '· 1. . 

>>> 
·I 
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>» "Some of that information ~as found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens .in his 
handwriting/' Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came ~pon the journal through our reporting and . 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings." 
»> 
>» 
>>> Sent from my iPhone 
>>> . r------------------~ 
» > On Sep 22 . 2012. at 2 : 58 PM .I 

.... I ~-----------------------___.1 wrote: »S 
>>>In the meantime. can. you send me the whole story· 
»> 

b6 
b7C 

>» 
>» 
>» 
>>> 
»> 
»> 
»> 

----- Original Message 
From: Entous, Adam [mailtof 
~~7f: satyQdav: s:ot:mbrr ~~2~,-2~0~1~2~0~2~:s-.7~P--M~~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

SubJec~: R~: OA ~ e ecord 
>» 
>>> Asking bu~ that's not something I can control 
>» 
>>> Sent from my iPhone 
>>> 

~~--------------------------------------------------------~I wrote: »> 

»> On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:56 PMJ 

. 
>>> Get it out from behind the pay walll 
»> 
»> 
»> 
>>> --~-- Original Message ----~·-~--------------~ 
>» From: -Entous, Ad.am [mailtoJ~=--~~~~=-=-~---' 
~~~. ~~t· satu'rdav sentemfer ·22, 2012 02:53 PM 

> > > Subject: R.e: ON the Record 
>>> 
>>> Trying to get it appended to the bottom after the story posts. 
>>> ~- . 
>>> Sent from my iPhone 
»> 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>>>On Sep 22, 2012. at 2:52 PM.I 
L,_l ~---------------~--------_.lwrote: -5>> 
»> Yes 
>>> Every single word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it was 
>>> when you sought comment 
>>> 
»> 
»> 
»> Orig'inal Message 
>» From: Ento,us, Adam (mailto~l =---~~~~~="!""--_. 
>>> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 02:50 PM 
»> To:l I . . 
>>> SubJect: Re: ON the Record 
>» 
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>» Can I post this entire thing under the. story? 
>» 
>>> Sent from my iPhone 
»> 
>>> On Sep 22. 2912. at 2•09 PM 

I wrote: 
~,~,--------------~----------------------~ 

>>_>Given the_ truth of how . this was handled, CNN patting· themselves on the back. is 
disgusting. What they're. not owning up to is reading Chris's diary before bothering to tell 

· the family" they_ ·took it. But that's understandable since they needed enough time to read it, 
transcribe it, and circulate it internally for ·even more people to read • . Who transcribes a 
diary of a man who just lost his life serving our country? When they finally called the 
family, their _timing was impeccable, doing so only shortly· right after they witnessed his . 
remains return to the United States. Did this junior person say, 'Hello, I know this is a 
terrible time~ .but I'ni sure you want your son's diary, where can we send it?' Nope·. They 
instead took that moment to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those CNN thought had already decided had a ·right to invade 
his privacy. 
»> . 
>>> When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do 
the right thing . . But not before they took a second shot at convincing . the family to .let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear they wanted Chris's diary back 
and wouldn't ma~e any decisions until then.. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they 
helpfully offered to send the family the transcript, to p~t a .rush on it. 
>» 
»> It wa.s the.n made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time, that they wanted 
to look at it privately~ together as a family before making any decisions. Period. Finally, 
CNN hea.rd their request enough times, accepted it,· and agreed to abide by the clear wishes . of 
the Stevens family and. pledged not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until 
hearing back from ~he family: 
»> 
>>> But the Stevens family was never given that chance. I guess four days was as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so .they just.went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its promise. And only did so after being ·contacted by a reporter asking about 
the diary and their convoluted sourcing. 
»> 
>»Not a proud moment in CNN's history_, and I'd hope _that many of the good people who work 
there agree~ 

'• 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I I · 
Saturdav~Seotember 22. 2012 6:06PM 

Re: ON t e Record 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

And btw, they could have said this 48 hrs ago. Why not cite it to the diary from the 
beginning, to make the point on credibility 

I've been doi~g this long enough to be able to tell when an organization doesn't know how to 
get out of a jam 

Original Message ----~-----------------~ 
From: Eritous, Adam [mailtoi~=--=~~~.....,.,.,...-...J~ 
Sent: Saturda~ S~otem,er 22, 2012 08:94 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

~~~!ect: Re: o: the Record 

Ya. I would have said. With all due respect for your terrible loss -- and I have personally 
met _with chris, albeit briefly, · and appreciated what he was doing, but his concerns about 
security are ~elevant to the investigations now getting underway which are _certainly a public 
interest. · 

Sent from my fPhone 

On Sep 22; 201i, at 8:01 PM, 
~--------------------------------~ 

> Ok, so then don't . agree not to use it 
> 
> 
> 
> ----- ·orig10:al Message ----...,------------------..... 
> From: Entous·, ·Adam [mailtoLI-:---~------------...J 
>Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 07:59'PM 
> To:l I 
> Subject: Re:, ON the Record 
> 

rote: 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>I do think the . contents are relevant. r ·would have cut a deal with them. Withheld 
publication. The "source close to Stevens" was shameful. But :i would have read it probably to 
figure out wha·t it was. 
> 
> Sent from my .iPhone . 
> 
> On Sep 22, 2.012, at 7:54 PM, I rrote : 
> L-----------------------------------~-
» Not even pfck up the phone and call the family? 
» 
» 
» 
» 
>> From: 

~~ ~~r· 

Original Message --·-~-~---------------, 
Entous, Adam [mailto.!-.~ ,_..,.....,.,......,..~..,........,.,..--...J 
saturdav seotemfer 22, 2e12 07:53 PM 

11 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

HRC-9504 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 



I. 

. . . ~. 

... 
( . . · . • 

~>> SubJect': :· Re : · ON 1;h.e Record 
. _.>,> ·. : . . I .. ·, . . • I . . . 

. » .-:J: don--t · d1sagree with cnn but t don't like how cooper handled 'it. 
•· . >~ .. : :_ . I .. . . 
· ,>> S~nt fr~~- m~ iP~one 

I .. 

~~on Sep 2~. l2eu, Oi: 7:.49 PM,Lj _________ ___, ______ _.rrote :· 

. 1 

. .. . . . .. . :: 

b6 
b7C 

~>>> like I :saiL-"~e just didn It·· feel like it anymore" ·, .. · ... ·:· ·. 
))) 

:>>> 
">>>:-

£ >;> ~---- Orig{nal Message -----· 
... >» From:· ·Ent.9us, Adam Jmail.tq ... ___ ....... ____ ___,l ; . 
-- >» Sent: Saturday, September 221 2e12·e7:11 PM · 

· .. >» .To·:l 1· · · · 

> » Subj_ect: Re · ON the · Record 

~~~·.. r 
I :' 

.f 

! . 

b6 Per DOS , 
b7C Per FBI 

I 

FBI · . ' 

... 

>>> CNN Statement: . '· · · 
;» CNN did _l'.ldt initially repo_rt on. the existence o-t: . a. j~urnal · out of respec~ for the family, 
·but we · f~lt. the~e wer:-e issues rai~ed in the journal · wtd .. ch · _·!"~quired full -.- re,port;ing, ~hich we . . _ 

.. did. We think lthe public had . a r:-ight to know, what CNN . had . fearne~ .from ~ultiple sources ab~ut · · 
ttJe ~~ars · and warnings of a terror th~e_at before 'the·: B_en~h~Zi iittac~ whi~h:~~e .now raising .. · . • .. 
_questlons abo~t wtty .the State Oepa rt_ment ~~dn 't do ~ore :_ t~ : p~ot~ct~b!Jssador :~teve?s ~nd 
other . ~s p~rsonnel . · Perh~p~ the · re~l. quest1on here 1s wliy 1 s the State Department now . 
~;!~eking·· t_~e l!'lessen~~r-~ -: : .. _:·: · · . _. _ -;:- _ · · _. ·. .. . _ · · ·1 
>>> As ~e ~ai~, we had -- multiple.- sources on· Anderson· Coope·r•s report .. · 
>>> wednesday jn~ght.<x ·-apple·:.. data .: det~ctors://4>· . LINK -TO . · . · .··· 
.» > CNN . c:;oM< htftp : //CNN. COM/> STORY . . . .. . : ·· ' . 

·. »> . . I : . . . . ·: . . . . . -
·. >.>~ the . reaso~ we _. ultimately· r~ported on the ~~1stenc~ of: t_h~ journal was- b~cause -~e.a~s . to . . 

- m~~ia ·. qrganLz~tions . incorr~ct~y ·suggested (NN._ had not qu_i~kly ·returned ·the j~~r~al, j· which we· 
d1d. ·We · reach~d - out to the family; of.!UJ!bassad~r Steverys ;within .hours _ of _retr,J.evJ.ng ~he ·· 

.. _ joljr.nal · ~_nd re1;urned it through ·'a· third party, ·-within ·l ess···.tnan 24 hours from the:~ t;ime we 
. -. found 'it·. Out of respect to the family~ we ·have not quoted . from or shown th¢ . journal!. 

>>'>, .· 
.. . .. . .. . I 

»> :sent from my !Phone 
: .>>> - ~- . 

. ·. ·»> on ·Sep 22,. 2012, at _3:03 PM,I 

:. I ; 
. >» . . .. ·, . 

»> God bess you . 
»> _. 
>» ·., 
.,» . 

I wrote: 

»> ·.----- Original ~ssage ·-----,..;;-;....__ _______ ......, 
>» From: _ En~~us, Adam · [mail to~,_ ________ _. 
>» Sent : Saturda~~ September 22'; 2e12 0~ :e2 PM ·. 
»> To:l - - __ I .. 
>>> SubJect: ~e: the Record 
·>>> I - . . . 
· » ·> It wi 11 be free in a second ()nlirie· . . 

.\·'. 

l' 

>>> I: . 
»> CNN ·Used Slafn ·:E_iwoy' s Writings Against Fa~ily' s Wishes 
>» 
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. . . . . I. 

~ . . . -
>» ·byline-box 
»> I 
·»> ByAdam Entous . . 

I. 

> > > And Keach Hagey . · 
»> I . . . . . . 
>>> CNN obtained a ·personal journal that belo~ged to'the slain American.ambassa~or to . . 
libya, Christ6pher Stevens1 and broadcast reports based ori its contents against·the !Wishes of . 

. I . ., .. , . 
the Stevens· family,· accol"ding to relatives and State Department officials who· were. ·asked to . 
intervene by the fainily . . · · . · · · I 

">>> . 
»> :· 1.· . 
>>> . ~ . 

·»~ CNN obtained t~e journal in Benghazi, where Mr. steven·s and· three othe_r ~er:ica~s were . 
"killed in an ~ttack by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. ; ~t ~asn't 
cl_ear ~xactly lhow CNN obtained ~he amb_assador' ~ wr~ tings. · · . . ' . .1~ · · . . 
>>> . . . . 
>>>The episode.marks a side drama in the aftermath of·the consulate siege and hfg~lights 
questions new~' organizations can encounter when they come across evidence aiso being sought I . . . ' , . 
by law enforcement or other -government officials. Personal material impqrtant to sur;-viving. 
~~!~t~ves _re~1esent·s an even-~ore _delicate .and unusual _'dilemma. . , .. [ .. .. 

·>» CNN said on it~ website that it notified the Stevens family "within hour~" that ~ it h~d · 
the journal • . B~ut . the S~eve~s family then reached out to· the. State . Department; ~hich I arranged 
a telephone co'nference--call between members of the·· Stevens family. ·and CNN. · In that c~ll, the 
f<:~mily perso~a;ny ·appealed to' the news organization .to return the :Journal and :to· .not publish 
or ~roadcast any.of its contents, according to a steve?s family .. member ~nd s~~te DeP,artment 
offlcials. I · . .. ·I · 
>>> . . . 
»> _The familyf told CNN during . ·the ca~l that it wanted · to review the. journal, beforf;! lth_e news 
media .used it or alluded to it., saying the ambassador's personal writings belonged to. them . .. 
»> I • . .. . . . . . I 
»> Family members ~aid they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what ~as !-in th'e 
journal obtainkd by CNN •.. The news organization in~ tially provided the .family ' with a 1· 

· t ·r.anscript it ~('epared from the. journal. . · · · · · I· 
>>> .· . I . . . . . ! 
»>State Department officials. said they then· made arrangements for CNN to hand over the 
diary itself .th an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. i . 

. »> . . I . . . . .· . 
. . . . I 
>>> The .State Department enlisted the aid of the . Italian envoy because U.S. ~iplomats 
evacu~ted the tity after the Sept.· 11 attack. The State Department had arrang~d for [the 
Italian diplom~t tp safeguard the· di~ry until it could be handed over ·to . American ·offic.ial~ 

·· in Tr.ipoli. I:tl will then. be brought to the· u.s ., where the ·family . will be able to t~ke 
. possession ·of 1 t. .1 
>». .. · . I · ·. r 
>>> Family·_ mem~ers and State Dep~rtment officials said CNN agreed during the: Sept. ~4 
_conference call to hold off on using the diary until the· family had a chance to revtew its 
conten~s. 
))) • I 

>>> But 'family members and U.S. officials were surprised when CNN. anc~or Anderson C~oper
appeared t~ us~ the information from the journal by attributing it to a sourte famif.iar with · 
Mr. · Stevens's thinking. · 

1 
>> ; . . - l . . ' 
» .> In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador.-.was 'worried about security thfeats .in 
B·engha.zi and s~id he . believed he was ·on an al Qaeda ·hit list. ..,. · . 
>>> . . I . . . . I. 

»> A. spokespers.on ·for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the journal~ but 
co.rrobo·rated the information through other sources~ j 
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>» 
>>> Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday 
evening<x-apple-data-detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and 
that ·some of the information he reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal 
writings. 
>» 
»> usome of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens i n his 
handwriting,'' Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal t hrough our reporting and 
notified the .family. At their request, we returned that journal to them.· We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings.'' 
>» 
»> 
>>> Sent from my iPhone 
>» 
»> On Sep 22,; 2e12, at 2:58 PM,I 

~1~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jiwrote: 
»> 
>>>In the·meantime can you send me tpe whole story 
»> 
»> 
»> 

b6 
b7C 

>>> Orig~nal Message . ----r-~----------------------------~ 
»> From: Entous, Adam [mailto~l _______________________ _, 
>>>Sent: Saturda:: ·september 22, 2e12 92:57 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>>> To:l -- I 
>>> Sub~ect: Re: the Record 

' ))) 

»> Asking but that's not something t can control 
>» 
>>> Sent from my iPhQne 
>» 
>» on sep 22, ·2e12, at 2:56 PM,I . 

"""'~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------"""":'""----------------___.I wrote : >» 
>>>Get it out·from behind the pay walll 
>» 
»> 
>» 
>>> Original Message 
>» From: Entous, Adam [mailto~f ~~~....,...,,.......,..,....,..,.,..--' 
>>> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 e2:53 PM 
>» To : 

~~----~--------------------~ >>> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
>>> 
>>> Trying to get it appended to the bottom after the story posts. 
>» 
>>> Sent from ~y iPhone 
>» 
>» On Sep 22, , 2e12, at 2:52 PM,I 
~1~------------------------------------------------------~lwrote: 
>» 
»> Yes 
>>> Every single word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it was 
>>> when you sought comment 
»> 
»> 
»> 
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>>> Original Message ----~-----------------~ 
>>>From: Entous, Adam [mailto~~----------------~ 
>>> Sent: Saturday. September 22, 2012 02:50 PM 
»> To~ I 
>>> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
>» 
>» Can I post: this entire thing under the story? 
»> . 
>>> Sent from my iPhone 
»> 
>» On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:09 PM,I 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

~~----------------------~--------------------------------~~rote: · 
>» . . . 
>» Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is 
disgusting. .W~at they're not owning _up to is reading Chris's diary before bothering to tell 
the family they took _it. But that's understandable since they needed enough time to read it, 
transcribe it, and circulate it internally for even ~ore people to re~d. Who tra~scribes a . 
diary of a man: who just lost his life serving our country? When they finally calied the 
family, their timing was impeccable, doing so only shortly rig~t after they witnessed his· 
remains return· to the United States. Did this junior.per~on say, 'Hello, I know thi~ is a 
terrible time, but I'm sure you want your son's diary:, where can we send it?' Nope.- They 
instead took that moment to a.sk the family if CNN could report oh its contents. Contents 
known only to Chris Stevens, and those-CNN thought had already decided had a right to invade 
his· privacy. 
>» 
»> When the s_eniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be co"vinced to do 
the right thing. But not before they took a second shot at c~nvincing the family to let them 
report on tbe·contents. A family member made it crystal clear they wanted Chris's diary back 
and wouldn't make any decisions until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they · 
helpfully off~red to send the family the transcript, to put a rush on it. 
>» 
>»It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time, that they wanted 
to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. Period. Finally, 
CNN heard their·request enough times, accepted it, and agreed to abide by the clear wishes of 
the Stevens family and pledged not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until 
hearing back from the family. · 
>» 
>>> But the Stevens family·was never given that chance. I guess four days was as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its promise. And only did so after being contacted by a reporter asking about 
the 'diary and their convoluted sourcing. 
>» 
>>>Not a proud mo~ent'in CNN's history, and I'd ~ope t~at many of the good people who work 
there agree. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Entous, Adam~o---------.......1 
Saturday. September 22, 2012 8:06 PM 

I L I 

Re: ON the Reco~d 

I'm sure if I kept a diary as a kid id feel differently 

Sent from my iPhone 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

On. Sep 22, 2812, at 8:91 PM, rote: b6 
b7C ~----------------------------~ 

> Ok, · so then ·don't agree not to use it · 
> 
> 
> 
> Original Message ----r--------;...._-.., 
> From: Entous, Adam (mail toLl --------..1 
~ ~~~f: Saturday. Seote~er 22, 2912 a7:59 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
> 
> I do think ~he contents are relevant. I would have cut a deal with them. Withheld 
publication. The "source close to Stevens• was shameful . But' I would have read it probably to 
figure out what it was. 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
>On Sep 22, ~012, at .7:54 PM,L---------.------------..1 
> 
>> Not even pick up the phone and call the family? 
·» 
» 
» 
>> Original Message ---~-~----------
>>From: Entous, Adam [mailtoLI------·-----J 
~~ ~~~(" saturdav . seotemhfr 22, 2012 97:53 PM 

>> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
» 
» I don·'t disagree ·with .cnn but I don't like how cooper hand.led 'it. 
>> 
> > se.nt from ·my iPhone 
>> 

rote: . 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

»On Sep 22, 2012, at 7:49PM, 1---------------------'wrote: 
» 
»> Like I said "We just didn't feel like it anymore" 
>>> 
»> 
>» 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

>>> Original Message 
»> From: Entous, Adam [mailto~l ,.........,...,_,....,.,,..,.,. ______ ...J 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

»> Sent: Saturday . September 22, 2912 07:11 PM 
>» To:l ... I 
>>> Subject: Re : ON the Record 

6 HRC-9509 



>» 
>» 
>>> CNN Statement: 
>>> CNN did not initially report on the existence.of a journal out of respect for the family, 
but we f~lt there were issues raised in the journal which required·full reportingJ which we. 
did. We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about 
the fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
other US pers9nnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State Department ~ow 
attacking the.messenger. 
»> 
»~ As we sai~·, we had multiple sources on Anderson Cooper's report 
>>> Wednesday night<x-apple-data-detectors://4>. LINK TO 
>»CNN.COM<http://CNN.COM/> STORY 
»> . 
>>> The reason we ultimately reported on the existence of the ·journal was because leaks to 
media organizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which we 
did. We reached'out to the family of Ambassador Ste~ens within hours of retrieving the 
journal and returned it through a third party, within less than 24 hours from the time we 
found it. Out of respect to the family, we ~ave not quoted from qr shown the journal. 
»> 
>>> Sent.from my iPhone 
»> 

on Sep 22. 2012. at 3:03 PM.I >5> 

·I 
>>> ~~----------------------------------~~~rote: 

b6 
b7C 

»> God bess you 
»> 
.))) 

))) 

))) 

))) 
Original Message ---;..-.:..· ----------------, 

From: Entous, Adam [mailtoLI ________________ _. 
))) 

»> 
»> 

~~~j= saturdav: s:pt:m,er 22, 

SubJect: ~e: 0~ t e ecord 

2012 03 :02 PM 

>» 
»> It will be free in a second online. 
»> 
>» CNN ~sed Slain Envoy's Writings Against Family,s Wishes 
>» 
>» byline-box 
>» 
>>> ByAdam Entous 
>>> AndKeach Hagey 
»>. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>>> CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to 
Libya, Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based.on its contents against the wishes of 
the Stevens family, according to relatives and State Department officials who were.asked to 
intervene by the family. 
>» 
>» 
»> 
»> CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were 
killed in an attack by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't 
clear exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador's writings. 
»> 

, .. , 
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>>> T~e episode marks a side drama in the aftermath of the consulate siege and highlights. 
questions news organizations can encounter when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other government officials. Personal·material important to surviving 
relatives represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. · 
>» 
>» CNN said on its website that it notified the Stevens family. "'within hours'' that it had 
the jour~al. But the Stevens family then reached ou.t to the State Department, which arranged 
a telephone conference call between members of·the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family me~ber and State Department 
officials. · 
»> 
>>> The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
media used it or alluded to it, saying the aillbassador,s persQnal writings ·belonged to them. 
»> . 
>>> family members said they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was in the 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organiz<ttion initially provided the family with a 
transcript it prepared from the journal. 
»> 
>>> State Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the 
diary itself t~ an It~lian diplomat in Benghazi. · . 
>» 

· »> The State Department enl~sted ·the aid of the Italian envoy because u.s. diplomats 
evacuated the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for the 
Italian diplomat to safeguard the diary until .it could be handed over. to American officials 
in Tripoli. It.will then be brought to the u.s., where the family w~ll b~ able to take 
possession of it. 
»> 
>>> Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 
conference call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its 
contents. 
»> 
>>>But family·members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper 
appeared to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with 
Mr. Stevens's thinking .. 
>>> -
»> In that br~adcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and s.aid . he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 
»> 
»> A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the journal; but 
corroborated the information through other sources. · 
»> 
>>> Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the ·cNN reports in his Friday 
evening<x~apple-data-detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and 
that some of the information he reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal 
writings. 
»> 
>>> "Some of that information was fo~nd in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting," Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came.upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journ~l to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings.~' 
»> 
»> 
>>> Sent from my iPhone 
»> 
>>> On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:58 PM,I 

8 

rote: 
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»> 
>>>In the meantime can .you send me the whole story 
»> 
>» 
>» 
))) Original Message 
>» Frora: Entous, Adam [mailtol'=-.....,.,~="""'~"='='-::-::--___. 
>>> sent: . sattirday. seotemhfr 22, 2012 02;57 PM 
»> To:l _ 
>>> sub~je-c~t~:~R~e-: ~0~N~t~h-e~R-e~cord · 
»> 
>>> Asking but that's not something I can control 
>» 
> > > Sent from . ,my iPhone 
>» 
»> On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:56 PM.! 

L-1 ~----------------------------'1 wrote: >»· 
>>> Get it out from behind the pay wall! 
>» 
>>> 
>» 
»> -----

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

>» 
»> 
»> 
»> 

2012 92:53 PM 
b6 Per DOS, FBI . 
b7C Per FBI 

>» . . 
>>> Trying to get it appended to the bottom after the story posts. 
>» 
>>> Sent fro~ my. iPhone 
>:>> 
>>>On Sep 22, · 2012, at 2:52PM, I 

~~__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..__..~I wrote: 
>» 
»> Yes 
>>> Every sing~e word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed , it was 
> > > when you sought commen.t 
»> 
>» 
>» 
>» 
»> 
>» 
>» 
>>> 
>» 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>>>Can I post: this entire thing under the story? 
>» . 
·»> Sent f .rom my iPhone· 
>» . 
>>> On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:99 PM.I 

L..l ~-------------------------~~wrote: 
"' >>> Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is 
disgusting. What they're not owning up to is reading Chris's diary before bothering to tell 
the family they took .it. But that's understandable since they needed enough time to read it, 
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transcribe it, and circulate it internally for even more people to read. Who transcribes a 
diary of a man who ·just lost his life serving our country? When they finally called the 
family, their timing was impeccable, doing so only shortly right after they witnessed his 
remains return.to the United States. Did this junior person say, ~Hello, I know this is ·a 
terrible time; but I'm sure you want your son's diary; where can we send it?' Nope. They · 
instead took that moment to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents 
known only.to Chris Stevens, and those CNN thought had already decided had a right to invade 
his privacy. · 
»> 
>>> When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do 
the right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear they wanted ChriS's diary back· 
and wouldn't make any decisions until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they 

· helpfully offered to send the family the "transcr-ipt, to put a rush on· it. 
>>> . 
>>> It was then made clear to them, for what must. have been the fourth time, that they wanted 
to look at it ,privately, together as a family before making any decisions. Period. Finally, 
CNN heard their request-enough times, accepted it~ and agreed to abide by the clear wishes of 
the.Stevens family and pledged not ·to use the diary or even allude to its existence until 
hearing back from the family. 
))) 

>>> But the Stevens family was never given that chance. I guess four days w~s as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it .. entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its promise. And only did so after being contacted by a reporter asking about 
th~ diary and their convoluted sourcing. · 
»> 
>>> Not a proud moment in CNN's history, and I'd hope that many of the good people whQ work 
there agree. ; 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Entous; Adarrl I 
Saturday. September 22, 2012 8:04 PM 

I 
Re: ON the Record 

Follow up 
Flagged 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Ya. I would have said. With all due respect for your terrible loss -- and I have personally 
met with chris, albeit briefly, and appreciated what he. was doing, but his concerns about 
security are · relevant to the . investigation's now gefting underway which ·are certainly a public 
interest. 

· Sent from my iPhone . 

On sep 22, 2012, at s:el PM, wrote: 
~----------------------------_J 

·> Ok, so then don't agree not to use it 
) 

> 
> . . 
> Original Message 
> From: Entous:, Adam (~nailtol 
~ ~~1t: Saturday. Septera!r 2~2:-,--=2':"e1~2~0~7:-:-=s':"9-:P::":M~__,~ 

> Subject: Re: ON .the Record 
> 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

> I do think t .he contents are relevant. I would have .cut a deal with them. Withheld 
publication. The "source close to Stevens" was shameful. But I would have read it probably to 
figure out what it was. 
> 
> Sent from my !Phone 
> 
>On Sep 22, 2012, at 7:54 PM,L------------------_.wrote: · 
> 
>> Not even pick up the phone and call the family? 
» 
>> 
)) 

>> Orig~nal Message ----~-~--------------~ 
» From: . Entous, Adam [mailtoiL.--~------------.JI. 
~~ ~~~f: saturday. septem,er 22, 2e12 ·e7:53 PM 

' b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>> Subject: Re : ~ the Record 
>> 
» I don't disagree with cnn but I don't like how cooper handled it. 
)) 

>> Sent from my iPhone 
» 
>> On Sep 22. 2012, at 7;49 PM, wrote: 

~------------------------------------------------------------~ » 
>» Like I said "We just didn't feel iike it anymore" 
))) 

»> 
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})) . . 

>»:. ---:-.- Orig·inal Message .:. __ ·-r.::-=---------..;.....--...., 
>~> Froni: · Ento;us·, Adam [mail to~ 1. 

»> :ro·~ : _ ~ 

r 
i 
l 

I 
I 
b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI : · · 
I 

>>>· S~nt: . Saturda~ September 22, 2012 07:11PM 

'>» S.ubj ect: Re: tfi.e· Re.cord 
»> ·. . .I : . 

. ~~~ CNNState"''~t : • . , . . . . t . 
»> ~.N,N dl.d nor init1ally report on_ the existence. of a· journ.al. 9ut ·of resr?~C~ for ·th,e fam1.ly, .. ·. 
but -we. felt there. were issues raised i.n .the journal which req.uir;~d fu.l~ reporting:, ~~ich we . 
did. · we ttlin~ ~he public had a ' right to ~now what CNN ·had l.e!'lrned from ~i.Jltiple sourc~s.about · 
the fe_ars and ~arnings of a . terror threat. before ·. the Bengh_azL attaci.Cwhl.ch ar:e. now r:a1s_1.ng 
questions abourwhy the state Department d~dn't d9 more to protect Amb~ssador; ~teve~·s and 

. · othe~ US personnel. Perhaps the· real. question here .is why i .s . the State Department now 
· attacking the -~essenge~. · .. . : · ·. · . · · . ··' · 1· 

. ~. . . 

»> I I • . . 

. . · ·. '» > As we ~aid,, we had multiple sour~es. on Anderson Cooper's r:epor:-t i 
>>> Wednesday pig~t<x-apple-data-detector.s://4>. LI~K TO 

~ : . 

. _»> CNN.COM<http.://CNN.COM/>. STOR\' . . . . '· . ! . 

, .. ))) . ·. ·I· 
'>>> :rhe reason we !Jltimately reported . on the existence Of . th~· jqu~n.·al wa~ be~ause .l~aks to . 
medi·e~··orga'r:tiZations incorrectly suggested CNN . had· not quickly . returned the journal, :which we 
did. ·We reac.he~ out to the family of Ambassador Stev~ns wi ~hin· _hour.s of ~etr~e~ing ~he :.. . 
journal. -and. returned-it through a third party; within. less than 24 hqurs fronl' .:the t~ine we 

·'foun_d ·it / '0\Jt ·.bf respeCt to tne family; .we · have -not quoted fro~ or shown the !jo1Jrnal. 
>» . '· . ·t ; : . ' .. . '• . 
>>>Sent from ,my !Phone 
·>» .. 
>>> On 

>>.> ... 
>>>God bess · Y.ou 

' ··.· >'>> 
»> 
)))." 

at 3:03 PM 

.. · 

J. 

I 
I 

I 

. b 6 
· b7C . 

»> 
>».From: b6 Per DOS, FBI 

» > Sentr:-.:..: ...::.:::=.=~.=.L..&.....:I~'-=~ 
>» To: 
>>> ' Sub~~~~-n~~~~ 

»> 

2012 03 :-02 PM 

»> It will be .free in a second c;mline. · 
»> .. 
>>> CNN Use.d Siain Envoy's Writings Against Family• s Wishes 
»> 
>» byline..,box 
·»> . .' :..' . 

b7C Per FBI .. 

! 
I 

I 

r 
»> ByAdall) En~ous i 
. ~ ~ ~ An~ K ea.~h J~ge.y _:.. _ . . . ! 
»> . CNN obfained .a personal jo~rnal ~hat belonged to ._the slain American 'ambassa'dor to 
libya 1 Christopher Stevens, and broadcast re·ports. based on i -ts contents against 'th~ wishes of 
the Stevens .'fa~i.ly, according to relatives and state Department officials who' were :~sked to · 
intervene by the family·. r. 
~~ ~ -

2 ., HkC-95l~ 
'!(: 
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>>> 
>>> CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three ot~er Americans were 
killed in· an attack. by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't 

. clear exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador, s writings. 
»> 
>>> The episode marks a side drama in the aftermath of the consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can encounter when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other government officials .• Personal material important to surviving 
relatives represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. 
>>> . . . 
»> ~NN said on its website that it notified the Stevens family "within hours, that it had . 
the journal. But the Stevens ·family then reached out to the State Department, which arranged 
a telephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State Department 
officials. · 

. »> 
>>> The family told CNN during the call that 1t wanted to review the journal before the news 
media used it or alluded to it, saying the ambassador's personal writings belonged to them. 
»> 
>>> ~amily members said "they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was in the 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with a 
transcript it prepared from the journal. 
>>> 
>>> State Department officials said 
diary itself to an Italian diplomat 
»> 

I 

they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the 
in Benghazi. 

>>>The State Department ·eniisted the aid of the Italian envoy because u.s. diplomats 
evacuated the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The .State Department had arranged for the 
Italian diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be handed over to American officials 
in Trip·oH. It will then be brought to -the u.s., where the family will be· able to take 
possession of it. · 
>» 
»> Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 
conference call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its 
contents . 
. »> 
>>>But family members and_U.S. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper 
appeared to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar -with 
Mr. Ste~ens's thinking. 
>» 
>>> In. that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 
>>> . 
>>> A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the journal, but 
corroborated the information through other sources. 
»> 
>>> Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday 
evening<x-apple-data-detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and 
that some of the information he reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal 
writing~. 
>>> . 
>>> "Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting,,, Mr·. Cooper told viewers. uwe came upon the journal through · our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings." 
>» 

3 HRC-9516 



. L 

.· .. .. . 
>>> . :;; :t ' · 

' 
' 

twro~~: · 

. ~~~· : Sent . from .m!. y -iPhone 

>» 6~ :sep._22, 20i2,' : at 2:58PM:.! ! · 

. \ 

>>'> . 

·.• 

'·»> · · >» -_. _,_:. or.igincH M~~sage>·-- "'-
..... '· b6 

I 

' r 
r 
j 

I 

t 
I 
l 

t 
1-· 

r 
Per DOS, 

/ . 

b6 . 

. b7C 

,. ,. 

FBI · >>> Fr:om : Ent~us~ - A~am· [mailtol~----------------~1 

·~-~~ ·~~~r sat:rdav: ·s:at:~mbef .~.2~ 2012 e2:57 AA 
b7C Per FBI .. 

.. 
»> Sub)ed·: . e: .OR t e ecord >» , .. · I·:. . .· ·.· .. . 

. . . ,., · .. 
>» AskJ~g 'but that_'·s n'ot somethi~g 1 can control 

~ ~ ~ s~nt· f·~om ~~~· i~~one. 
-~~~ On sep ~2·,1 :2012, at 2:56 PM~ ... I--------~1 . · 

. '-~----~----ri-~---------------------__.1 w.ro~~·:· >>>. . . ·.. . 
. .>>.>.Get · it out from behind the pay wall,t 
- >» 

'• 

>·>> ·: 
• ,;· · • •• 1 

>~ > .· 

' ' 
·! ... • 

,. 

.. 

l: 

f 

I 
I 
I 

. I . 

r 
!" 
I 

··.·. 

. b6 

. :.:'.· .· b ? C . 
... 

\ · : 
.. I .. 

..... .... 
.. .... . 

-.. .. >» ·7~-- -· O~i'gi.na l':Message . ----,..;-------...:.....-..., 
. >>'> Fr6m:<e.nt9u·~:~ · ~dam '. [mail~oi~--::::=~....-="'""="..-----J 

b6 Per DOS, FBI · . . · · . 
b7C Per FBI . · ' · .. ~~~ · ~-~r= ·saturday, septembtr . ~~>2012 ' 02 : 53 ~M · . .. : . 

. ·»> Subject: Re: ·oN· the Record ... . 

. . ~ ~ ~ Trying 'to[ ge> i i appended tot he bottom after the 5 tory! poSt 5 • 

~ ~~ Sent from I ~y iPho~~ • . . 

> » o·n Sep 22, ... 2012., a1; 2. 52 PM1 I ·. ··· · 

we ·,discussedJ it ·was .:• 
•' 

.. 

. t 

.. 

·.t 
.. 

'. ' : 
I 

.. <! ·. 
F 

L.l_·--------:----:-----------------:~---------.-....11 w~ofe: ...... 
. ·· ~~~' Yes· r: . .' ": ". . . . . . . 1 

•• 

.. >.» Ev,ery si~gle ·word. ~s. my prefere.nce/ideal And · as 
;· >» \ilhen. you sougtlt comment . . . . .. 

'.>» 
>>> . · 
~~> .. . 

·, 
I 
.' 

· ' ' . 

b6 
. b 7 C 

>.> > :_ ~ -::- -:· o~ig'i n~l Message - -- ;:..--=----------___;,.---~ 
>> > · F.~~ : .... EI'_'Itpus.;· 'Ad~m·.'[mailto~l =---=~-......,......,,..........,.,.,.-----J 
~~; ·~~~(: Satyrdav. Septem~r 22, 2012 02 : 50PM 

b 6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7 C Per FBI 

l 
r 
1: 
r 

.. 

»> SubJect: · Re·: ON :tFie Re~ord 
>:>->- .. : : I· 
>~; Can . I · p()~·~i . this entire thi'ng under the story? 
>» . · .. .. 
>»Sent from my ·iPhone . 
»> ' .. 

<. 

( 
., 
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\ 

»> On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:09 PM,'! 
~~----------------------------------------------------------~~rote: 
»> 
>>> Given the truth of how this wa~ handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is 
disgusting. What they're not owning up to is reading Chris's diary before bothering to tell 
the family -they took it. · But that's understandable since they needed enough time to read it, 
transcribe it, and circulate ·it internally for even more people to read. Who transcribes a 
diary of a man who just lost his life serving our country? When they finally called the 
family, their tim~ng was impeccable, doing so only shortly right after they witnessed his 
remains return to the United States. · Did this. junior person say, 'Hello, I know this is a 
t~rrible time, but I'm sure you want your. son's diary, where can ~e send· it?' Nope. They 
instead took that moment to ask the family if CNN.could report on its contents. Contents 
known only to ·chris Stevens, and those CNN thought had already decided had.a right to invade 
his privacy. · · 
>>> 
>>> When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do 
the right thing. But not before they·took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it. crystal clear they wanted Chris'~ diary back 
and wouldn't make any decisions until"then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they 
helpfully offered to send the family the transcript, to put a rush on it. 
>>> . 
>>> It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time, that they wanted 
to look at it privately, togethe_r as a family before making any decisions. Period. Finally, 
CNN heard their request enough times, accepted it, and _agreed to abide by the clear wishes of 
·the Stevens family and pledged not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until 
hearing back from the family. 
»> 

b6 
b7C 

>>> But the Stevens family was never given that chance. I guess four days was as long as CNN .
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because·they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its prom~se. Arid only did so after b~ing contacted by a reporter asking about 
the diary and ~heir convoluted sourcing. 
>>> 
>>> Not a proud moment in CNN's history, and I'd hope that many of the good people wh9 work 

·.there agree. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

~~,...--,...........,,..........!1 . 
Saturday, September 22, 2012 8:01 PM 

I I. 
Subject: Re: ON the. Record 

Ok, so then don' t agree not to use it 

Original Message --- -r:-:...._-------..., 
From: Entous. Adam [mailto~~~~~=-~...,.,..,....----1 
Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 07:59 PM 
To:l I 
Subject: Re: ON the Record 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I do think the contents are relevant. I would have cut a deal with them. Withheld 
publication. The "source close to Stevens .. was shamefu~. But I would have read it probably to 
figure out what . ~t was. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 22, 2012, at 7:54 PM, rote: 
~----~----------------------~ .. 

>·Not even p·i~k up the phone and ~all the family? 
) 

) 

> 

b6 
b7C 

> Origi~a l Message 
> From: Entous', Adam [mailto~l ~~~~=--=,.,......,.,.,..-...J 
> Sent: Saturday, September 22, .2012 07:53 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

> To:l I . 
> Subject: Re : ON t he Record · 
) 

> ·1 don't disagree with cnn but I ~on't like how cooper handled it. 
) 

> Sent from my iPhone 
) 

> On Sep 22, 2812, ~t 7:49 PM, wrote: 
) ~-----------------~ 
» Like I said· "We just .didn't feel like it anymore" 
)) 

» 
» 
>> Original Message 
» from : E nt~u s , Adam [rna i lt o t!-::----=-::::-:-:~::-::--::-:--=-=--~ 
>> Sent: Saturda: September 22, 2012 07:11 PM 
» To:IL I 
>> SubJect: . Re : N t he Record . 
» 
)) 

>> CNN Statement: 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>> CNN did no~ inftially report on the existence of a journal out of respect for the family, 
·but we felt there were issues raised ·in the journal which required full reporting, which we 
did. We think t he public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about 
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1: 
I• 

the fears and warriings of a ter·ror threat before t _he Benghazi attack whi~h _ar.e n<?W ) aising . 
· _questions about why the State ·oepartment didn't -do more to -protect Ambassador $teve~s and _ 

_ other -~s .. pers·dnnel . .. ~er.haps the real question here is why is .the $~ate D~par~ment now . 
attack1ng.the messenger. I 
>> . I 
» 'As we said, we had 'multiple sources on ·Ander~on i~oper'. s report . 
n Wednesday night<x-apple-data-detectors://4>. LINK TO · · : ·. · · I 
» . CNN.COM<http://CNN.COM/> STORY · · . . . . . 

.. :~ J'h.e -r-~a-son lw~ -ultimately reported on the existence. of the jQurnal ' was because_ le~ks· to . .. 
media organizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickiy returned the j~urnal, 1which'we 
did·. we reach~d out to the family · of Ambassa.dor Stevens .within ,hours· of retrieving the . . 
'journal and - r~turned it ·through a' third party, within· less than '24 hour's from the t~'me' we 
;~u~d it._ .¢ut io~ r_~s~ect to ~he family, we have_ n~t :quo:ted fr~ or sb~w~ the > j~ur.nal 

> > Sent from my i_Phone · l . 
-I ~;·On Sep 22, ;'2012, ai: 3:03 PM,j I l. 

L.~--~------~-------------------~--------~jwrote: 
b6 
b?C 

>> . I 

._ > ~ God ~ess you 

- ~> , . 
» 
·>.> Origi

1
nal Message - - - -- .: ·_ · -

>·> From: Entous, Adam [mailtof 
~~ ~~l·· ~at:r1dav s:ot:mhfr· _ -'"~2-r_-,.: 2""e"~"~1'"'2~e""3'"": ... e,...~-PM---__. 
» SubJect: e:: <5N t e ecord 
» ·-- . : I - - . 
» -It will.; be ,,if~ee in a second online. 
» . . . ' 

. >.> ·cNN Us.ed-Slain· Envoy-'s Writings Against Family'-s Wishe~ 
---» 

b6 Per DOS , FBI · 
b?C Pe r FBI 

I 
I 

» byline-box .... 

~~ ·By-Adam· Entous · I· 
> > And Keach ,, t-dg~y ·· · I' 

I : » , . I' . . . . . ! 
~> ~N o~jt.ained ·a per_s_onal jo~rnal that belonged _tq ~he · s~a~n .. ~erican _ ambassa~o-~ to 
Libya, Christopher. Stevens , and broadcast·· r~ports based on its · contents agai,nst the ~ wishes ~f 
the· Stevens. family, according t o relatives and State_.Department officials who ·were asked to 
intervene by the famgy: · · ·: · !-

>> - '1 

» 
>> ·:_ . 
» 'cNN obtaine<1 .the journal in ·aenghazi, where ··Mr. · Stevens 
·killed in an -.a~tack by militants on the American · consulate 
. clear exactly. how CNN ob~ained the ambassador's ·writings •. » ~ . . 

and three other IUneric~n~ were 
in the city ori Sept • . l~·;f. It ·wasn't 

. 1- . 

. . . . . ' . . . . 
>~ The episode. marks a side dr<lma . in the after~ath of the consulate s1ege afld highl~ght_s 
·que~t_ions news organizatiotJs con. e_ncounter ·when they c'ome across evidence a~ so _.being sought 
by· law· enforcement or , other. gove-rnment · officials. P-ersonal. material important to suhfiving · 

· relatives repr~sents an e~en-more ·delicate ·and unusual· dilemma. . I . · 
:-- - ~; -'· CNN saidonlits websit~ that it notified the Stevens ~~~ily "w~thin hours~~ that !it had the 

journal. But the Stevens family then reached out to the State Departmen~~ which ar7nged a 
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telephone conf~rence call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadc~st any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State Department 
officials. 
>> 
» The family told CNN during the call .that it wa~ted to review the journal before ·the news 
media used it or· alluded to i t , saying the ambassador~s personal writings .belonged to them. · 
» 
>> Fami ly member s said they knew Mr . stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was in the 
journal obtained by CNN . The news organization initially provide~ the family with a 
transcript it prep<Jred from the journal. 
>> . . . 
>>State Oepa~tment officials said.they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 
» 
» The State Oepartmerit enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats 
evacuated . the :city a-fte r .the sept .. ll attack. The State Department had. arranged for the 
Italian diplo~at to safeguard the diary until it could be handed .over to American officials 
in Tripoli. · It will t hen be brought to the u.s., where the family will be able to take 
possession of it. ' · 
» 
>> Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 
conference call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its 
contents . 
» 
>> .But fa~ily = members and u.s. officials were surprised .when CNN anchQr Anderson Cooper 
appeared to us~ the infor~ation from the journal by attributi ng it to a source familiar with 
Mr • . Stevens's thinking. 
>> 
>>In that broadcast, Mr. · cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and sai d he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list . 
» . 
>> A spokespe~son for CNN . said the net~ork didn'f report directly from the journal, but 
corroborated the information through other sources. 
» 
>> Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday 
evening<x-apple-dat~-detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and 
that soine of the information he reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal 
writings. · 
» 
» "Some of that information was found in a personal journat of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting,,. Mr . cooper to 1 d viewers . ~·we came upon the j ou rna 1 through our reporting and 
notified th~ family. At thei r· request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found news.worthy in the ambassador, s writings .'' · 
>> 
» 
>> Sent from my i Phone 
» 

L..l>~>~o_n __ s_e_o_z_z_. __ z_e_1_2_. __ at __ 2_:_s_s __ P_M_._I __________________________________ ~rrote: 
» 
» In the meantime cJn you send me the whole story 

» 
» 

b6 
b7C 

» Orig ina 1 r-1e s s i:l ge - - - -,...--------------------. 
>> From: Entous, Ad <u:l [mailtoLI ________________ __J b6 Per DOS 
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>> Sent: Saturday . September 22, 2012 e2:57 PM 
» To:l I 
>> Subject: Re : ON the Record 
» 
>>Askin~ but t hat' s not something I ca~ control 
» 
>>Sent from ~y · iPhone 
» 

. >> On Sep 22, 2 812 , at 2:56 PM J 

.... I ~------------------------------------------------~!wrote: » 
>>Get it. out :f rom behi nd the pay wall! 
» 
» 
» 
» Orig~nal Message 
» From: Entous , Adam [mailtoLI ________ ___,J 

. )) 

» 
Sent: Satur.day . September 22, 
To:l I 

» S ubJ!:-. e~c~t~:~R~e-:--=o':":'N-t~. l~lc-· ~~~{e__,c onJ 

» 

2.e12. 92:53 PM 

>> Trying to ge t it Jppended to the bottom after the story posts. 
» 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
» 
» On Sep 22~ ·20121 at 

» 
» Yes 

2.:52 PM II 

» Every sing~e wor d i s · my p~· eference/ideal And as we dfscussed·J it was 
>> when you sdught co~nent 
» 
» 
» 
>> Original Mes sJge 
» From: Entous , · Ad<.Jm (n1ailto l 
» sent : sat u t.d ay . s c p t eutb c ~~ !:.2:2=-_ ,--=2::-!e::"!l:-:2~e""2-:""'s""'e-=pM,.,....___,J 
» To:l I 
» Subject: Re : ON the Record 
>> 
»Can I post .t his ent ire thing under the story? 
» 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
>> 

rrote: 

» On Sep 22 I ; 2012 ; <l t 2 : 09 PM I I 
~-~~------------------------------------------------~jwrote: -n 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b 7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

>> Given the truth or how thi s was handled, CNN p_atting themselves .on the .back · is disgusting. 
What they Ire not own ~ ·ng up to j_ s reading Chris Is diary before bothering .to tell the family 

I . 

they took it. But t}l il tI s under s.t~ndable since they needed enough time to read it, transcribe 
it, and circu~.at e it in te rn;.• J. ly for even more people to read. Who transcribes a diary of a 
man who just lost his life serving our country? When they finally called the family, their . 
timing was im~e ccab le , doing so only shortly right after they witnessed his remains return to 
the United St~t e s. Did this junior person say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, but 
I'm sure you ~ant yo;;r· son's diary , where can we send it? ' Nope. They instead took that 
moment to ask ;the 1>=~i ly ir ~·;:· c:>uld report on its contents. Contents known only to Chris 
Stevens, and those U~H thougllt had already decided had a right to invade his privacy. 
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i· -
· . >> I 

» . When· the .seniormost levels of · CNN were' finally reached, they· needed to be·. convin~ed ·to do . 
· th~ right thihg . . Ot:~ n.ot bcfo:'e they took. a second shot at con.vinczing the -t:a~~lY ·t9 .. .let · them. 
report on thelcont r:r:~· s . . A· f;11:'i : y member made it. crystal clear they wanted.Chri~'s diary back · 
and wouldn.''t make· an/ deq s i(:.ns un.til ·.then. But :that wasn't fa'st enough for CNN,. so they 
~~Ipfully .. off~re~ t o send tiH~ f aml.ly the tr_ansc·~i~t, to put a. rushon~t .. :. ·-·... j: · · · . 

. . I . . . . . . .. , . .. · .. .. 
» It .was then ll)ade. ~ l ear: t o thein, for what ··must haye··been the .fourth ·time~ : th~t t"~y .. wanted . 

· to lo~k at ·i .t jpdvat'ely, tcw~.ther as a family before making any decisio~s • . p·eriod.: Finally, . 
. CNN he~rd their request e~o.ugh time·s, .. acc.epted it,:· a~d agreed to abi~e · ' by 1;he · clear ; wi~hes of .. 
the .~tevens· f~mily: i.lnd pledged not to ·use t 'he diary or even al.lude' to its existencE7 ru!ltil : .. . 

· .hearing .back f.lr.om the family·:.. . ·. 
1 

· 
» . . . . · . 

. ·» ~ut the Stevens :.(.;~iii)y w;. ;: . ,,<::!v •~ r given that chance. I. guess four days was. as · .lo~g : .as CNN · 
. c~uld. control .jth.em's(:: : vcs ) . :;I\ :.l.!ey j ust ~ent . . ahead· and used it. Entirely. becaus.e ' ~h~~ · ~elt ~ 
hke 1.t • . Anderson toc;per ·<hLn t even bother to offer any other .. explana~Ion ·as to. why the 

· netwo~k . broke ~ts promi se, '"nd ·only did so after .being contacted. by a reporter. a'ski'ng ·about' 
the d.l.ary and ;their r:pnvol ut(!(! sourcing. · · .;. · 
.» . . . . . ··· ... !" . 
»Not a proud mom~n t i n CNi i's hi story, and I'd ~op.e that many of the goo~ .. p.eople ·who work · ... .' 
there agree. · · · - · ·. ··· .· ' · : ; :.· 

•': 

. '• 

·:. ·: .. · .. · '· . ~, . :: 

.. 

":'' I 

: . · . ·. 
·; 

. ~ ! 
.·· ~ 

~ . 

; , I 

79 ··.· 

1·' 

. ... t' . 

; 

· .. . . .. ·· 
. .. 

~· 

I 
I 

' . 

·! 
· .. ~ 
', I 

r 
I· 
I 

. I 
I 

1· 
J• 

. i.· 
t 

'1 

r. 
I 
t 
.I 

. ... 

..· .. 

. .. . 

.. · .~ 

· Hkc~9s'23 
k. 

: .. 



From: 
$ent: 

Entous, Ada~ I 
Sa!Urdav Se~m,r 22, 2012 7:59 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To: I 
Subject: Re: ON the Record 

I -do think the contents are relevant. I wo.uld have cut a deal with them. Withheld 
publication. The "source close to Stevens" was shameful. But I would have read it probably to 
figure out what it was. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 22, 2012, at 7=54 PM~ rote: 
~--------------------------------~ 

> Not even pick up the phone and ca~l the family? 
> 
> 
> 
> .. ----- Original Message --- r--;.;..." _______ ___;,..., 

>From: Entous, Adam (mailto~l--------~ 
~ - ~~~[: Saturdav: S:gt:mJer 22, 

> Sub Jed: Re: CR t e ecord 

2012 07:53 PM · 

> 
> I don't disagree with cnn but I don't like how cooper handled it. 
> 
> Sent from my. iPhone 
> 

) 

» like I said "We .just didn't feel like it anymore" · 
» 
» 
» 

b6 Per DOS, FBI . 
b7C Per FBI 

rote: 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

». Original Message --- -,;...·------------. 
» From: Entous, Adam [mailto~l ~~~-= ......... ~=..----~ 
~~ . ~~~t: Saturda:: Se:tember 22, 2012 07.:11 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

» Su£eC C. Ke. 1 Lii KeJord 
» 
» 
>> CNN Statement: 
» CNN did not initially report on the existence of a journ.al out of respect for the family, 
but we felt there were issues raised in the. journal which required ·full reporting, which we 
did. We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about 
the fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack· which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador· stevens and 
other US personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State Department now 
attacking the messenger. 
» 
>> As we said; we had multiple sources on Anderson Cooper's report 
>> Wednesday night<x -apple-data-detectors://4>. LINK TO 
>> CNN.COM<http:.//CNN.COM/> STORY 
>> 
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>> The reason we ultimately reported on the existence of the journal was because leaks to 
media organizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which we 

· did. We reached out to the family of Ambassa·dor Stevens within hours of retrieving the 
journal and returned it through. a third party,· within less than 24 hours from the time we 
found it. Out of respect to the family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal. 
» 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
» 
» On Sep 22, 2012, _at 3·:03 PM, I 
~~~--------------------------------~lwrote: » 

>> God bess you 
» 
» 
» 

b6 
. b7C 

>> Original Message ----r-~----------------, 
>> From: Entous, Adam [mailto~~----------------~ 
> > Sent: .Saturda:~ September 22, 2012 03:02 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>> To:l -- I 
>~ ~UbJect: Re: the Record 
» . 
>>. It will be free in a second online. 
>> 
>> CNN . Used Slain Envoy's Writings Against Family's Wishes 
» 
» byline-box . 
» 
> > By Adam Entous 
» And Keach Hagey 
» 
>> CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to 
Libya, _Christopher Stevens, and broadcast· reports based on its contents against the wi~hes of 
the Stevens family, according _to relatives and State Department officials who were asked to 
intervene by .the fam~ly. 
» 
>> 
» 
>> CNN .obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were 
killed in an ~ttack by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't 
clear exactly how CNN oQtained the ambassador,s writings. 
>~ 

>>The episode· marks a side drama in the afterm~th of the consula~e siege and highlights 
questions news organizati ons can encounte~ when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law ~nforcement or other government officials. Personal material irnpo.rtant to surviving 
relatives represents an eveh-more delicate and unusual dilemma. 
» .. 
» CNN said on its website that it notified the Stevens family uwithin hours" that it had the 
journal. But the Stevens family then reached out to the State Depart~ent, which arranged a 
telephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State Department 
officials . 
» 
>> The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
media · used it or alluded to it, .saying the ambassador,·s personal writings belonged to them. 
» 
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.. I . . . . . . ·.·,. . 
.. » Family members said· they knew Mr. Stevens .kept a diary but didn't know what was i'n the · 

. journal obt~iiried .~Y CNN. The news organization .ini-t:ially provided the .. family with a I 
. . ;~a!l~crip_t · it lpr~pared 'from the journal. . . · .· ·; ! '~> . 

-_.· . » .. S.tate pepa~tment · offi.cials said 1;heY.. th~n made arra~g~-~·en~·s fo_r CNN to hand ·over:- tthe diary 
. . · itsel_f: t~_. ·an ltali'a.n diplo~t . in Benghazi. · .: ~ ; 

» - I - : - . ·_ .. - ' . I_ . 

. >> . The . $tat,e ~p~rtment enlisted .the aid_. of the Italian -envoy beca~s-e U~S. dipl9mat~, · .. :. . · ·. · 
· _evac~ated ~ t;h_e· lcity after the· Sept. 11 attack. The State Dep~rt~e·n.t .had ar:rang~~- for. ~t~e _.· .· .· · :. 

· -It allan, d1:pl_~~at to . s~feguard the diary untiL it could be hanped . over to Amencan off1~1als _ · 
·in Trip_o~i .. ' ~t ~ill · then . be brought to the u.s., wh.ere ·the family ·will be able· to take.:· 

~~~session oif lit. . . . · ' .. . . · . . . . . ! 
» Fam~~Y memllers .and State Department officials said CNN _agreed dur1ng .the Sept. 1~ 
conference call to hold of~ on using thE! .. diary unt·il · the family_. ~ad a chance tp review its·· 

~~ntents. .· . ' ... · ··. · . · .,. .. · .. . · ·. > :· . .j: 
>> But family m~mber.s and U.S .. officialsw~re surprised. when CNN .CifiChor An~erso~ Co9per 

-. ~ppeared t?i u~e ~.h,~ _- information from .t_he ·jo~rnal by attributing_ it· to -a· _sourc~ ·famipar _with 
Mr. .s:~ evens s · lth_1.nkl.~g ~ . . . ·, .. · . · , · · . _:~ . . . . . · 
» .. ,. . ,. . . . .· .. · . ·r . 
·» In that b~dadcast, Mr. Cooper s~id the ,ambassador ~a~ : worried about sefurity ~hreats in .. 
Benghazi and s

1
aid he believed . he was ori an al Qaeda : ~~t l~st.. . · · :: : · . J. . 

>> · · · I-· · · - . · ·. r ·. . 
_ . .. :» ·A _sp_okesp~~s?~.for CNN ~ said the n_etwork didn't _re~or~_ · dir.,~ctly .from ·the . . j?urnal,·j.b.ut :··· 

. : :. . ~~r~oborat7ed · th~ lnf_~~a_t~on through other sources ;-, -: .. ·.·. ; . : · . . · · .. ·, _·· , . : _. i 
» Mr. ·Coop_er laddr::essed th·e question of . the. journal: and · the CNN .. r:-eports· in tli~ Friday · 

- evening<x-apple-d~rta-d~t'e.ctors: //4>· broadcast. 'He disclosed the station had th~ journal and 
. I -- . . . .. 

that ·s.ome of the info~m..ation _he repo_rted ~n ·wednesday. ~r.iginated . fromMr. Stevens's j-personal 
.writings. · I · · · · · 1 

.. ~ ~ ~~some of ttiat 'information w~s · found in a per:sonal .jour.na~ of .. Ambassa~o~ St~vens . ~~ his 
handwriting,"' !Mr . · Cooper' told viewers .. -:'We · came up~>n the · j.<?urnal through· our _re·port-ing and 
notified the fjamHy. At their .request, we ret_urned that . jol.!r'nal to them~ We repor~ed ;Wh~t : ~e 
found newswo_rthy in the ambassad~r" s writings·." · · · ·, 1· · _ · 

~~ . .I . . . . . . ,· - .. I 
» Sent from m~y iPhone .. r. 
>> ' 
» ·· On Sep 22, 2!!1?, at 2:58 PM,I i 
I 55 . . . . !wrote: ,_. 

. l , . -. : » In the me~ntime .can you send me ~he whole st~ry ,. . .·I 
)) 

)) 

>> 
>~ · ----- · Orig~nal Mes ~age · --~~--------~--------~ 
>>From:. Ento~s, ~dam [~ailtp~~----- --~~----~ 
~~ ~:1~: Satu:dav. S:ptem,e~ 22. 2912 92:57 PM 

>> Su~Ject: ~e : ~N t e Record 
·: >.> 

>> Asking but that's not something I can ·control 
» 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
» : ' 

r . 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
' b7C Per FBI 

:_; ·. 

I . ,. ,. 

HRC-9526 
i. 
I 

·, ... 

b6 
b7C 



>> On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:56 PM,! 
~~----------------------------------------------------------~lwrote: 
}) 

>> Get it out from behind the pay wall~ 
» 
» 
» 
» Original Message ----r--;;...._ ______________ _, 
» From: Entous, Adam [rnailto~l :--~~~~~,..,.,..--...1 
>> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2912 92:53 PM 
» To:l I 
>> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
» 
> > Trying to get _it appended to the bottom after the story posts. 
» 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
» 
» On Sep. 22, 2912, at 2:52 PM,I I · · 

L..l "5">--------------------~---~~wrote: » . 
>> Yes 
>> Every single word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it was 
>> when you squght comment 1 

» 
» 
>> 
» Original Message ---r;--;;...._ _________ _, 
» From: Entous~ Adam [mailto~l ,...,......,..,...,.-__ ..,...... __ ....~ 
>> Sent: Saturday. September 22; 2912 92:59 PM 
» To~ I 
>> Subject: Re: ON. the Record 
>> 
» Can I post this en_tire thing under the story? 
» 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
» 
>> On Sep 22, 2012, at. 2:09 PM, I 

L.~~----------------------------------------------------~~wrote: » 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

>> Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 
What they're not owning up to is reading Chris's diary before bothering to tell the family. 
they took it. But that's understandable since they needed enough time to read it, transcribe 
it, and circulate it internally for even more people to read. Who transcribes a diary of a 
man who just lost his life serving our country? When they finally called the f~mily, their 
timing was impeccable, doing so only shortly right after they witnessed his remains return to 
the United·States. Did this junior person say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, but 
I'm sure you want your son·• s diary, w-here can we send it?' Nope. They instead took that 
moment to ask the family if CNN could report on· its contents. Contents known only to Chris 
~tevens, and those CNN thought had_ already decided had a right to invade his privacy. 
» 
>.> When the seniormost ievels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do 
the right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear they wanted Chris's diary back 
and wouldn't make any decisions until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN~ so they 
helpfully offered to send the family the transcript, to put a rush on it. · 
» 
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»It was then·made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time, that they ·wanted 
to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. Period. Finally; 
CNN heard their request enough times, accepted it, and·agreed to abide by the clear wishes of 
the Stevens family and pledged not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until 
hearing back from the family. 
» 
>.> But the Stevens family was never given that chari'ce. I guess four days was as. long as CNN 

· could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 

· network broke its promise. And only did · so after being contacted by a reporter asking about 
the diary· and their convolut~d sourcing. . 
)) 

>> Not a proud moment in CNN's history, and I'd hope that many of the good people who work 
there agree. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I I b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

And if the diary's existence was 'leaking' why· the ·convoluted sourcing in the'first place? 

Original Message 
From: Entous,.Adam [mailto{ 
Sent: Saturday, September ""1 ... 2 ,-2"'er.i~2-e""7or:::"'IIS""'6-PMn--· ____. 
To:l I 
Sub~J-e~ct--:~R~e-:--o~N-t~h~e~R~e~cord 

Ya. That's not cool. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 22, 2912~ at 7:54 PM, wrote: 
L-------------------------~------~ 

> Not even pick up the phone and call the family? 
) 

.> 
) 

> Original Message -- -·.--.::.------------------, 
> From: Entou~, Adam [mailt~~~-----~~~~--....1 
> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2912 97:53 PM 
> To:j I 
> SubJect: Re: ON the Record 
> 
>I don't disagree ·with cnn but I. don't like how cooper handled it. 
) 

> Sent from my iPhone 
) 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

> On Sep 22; 2012, at 7:49 PM, wrote: 
~----------------------------~ > 

» Like I said "We just didn't feel like it.anymore" 
)) 

» 
» 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

>> Original Message ----~------------------, 
» From: Entous, Adam [mailto~~~~~""":":~-:--=--....1 
>> Sent: Satur~ay, September 22, 2912 97;11 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

» To:l I 
>> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
)) 

>.> 
>> CNN Statement: 
>> CNN did not initially report on the existence of a journal out of respect for the family, 
but we felt there were issues raised in the journal which required full reporting, which we 
did. We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources .about 
the fears and war.nings of a terror threat before the B~nghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
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... 
other US p~rsonnel. ~erhaps the real-question ~ere is why is the State Department now 
attacking th_~ messenger. i, · 
» I . _f: ·· 

> > . As we said,, w~ had mu_l tiple . sou_rces on Anderson Cooper.~ report . II' . 

>> Wednesday ·night<x~apple-data~detectors://4>. -LINK TO ' 
» C~N.COM<ht!tp://ctm.COM/> STORY . · · I 

·. ~~ 'The.reasoJ we-~ltimately r,eport~d on the existence 9f the journal was because l~lks to 
media. organizftions incorrectly suggested <;NN had not quick~y returnecl ·_the :)o~rpal:,l: whi'ch we 
did. We reached out to the family of Ambassador Steve~s within hours of retr.~eving ~he · 
journal and. r~tur:-ned it through·a third party, within less 1;han 24 hours fr~m-the·t;ime we 

. ~ r~und i~. Outl of re~pect to the . family·~. we ha'(e not. quo~ed from or. show~ _.the ~ou~nat~ ~ 

. > > Sent from .my iPhone · · · .. 
» 
» On -Sep 22, 2012,. at 3:03 PM b6 · 

b7C 

» Gocl bess YOl:l,-. 
» 
» 
» 
» - ~ ~ ~ ~ Or~gfn.al Messa~e ---: -,_,:;-;...·----------, 
>> F.rom: Entops, Adam [m~ilto~l----~---~ 
>> Sent: Saturdav. Septembe.r 2_ 2, 2012. 03:'02 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI · 

b7C Per FBI. 

>> To:l J 
· » Subj~e-c_t_:-. "'""R.,..~-: _O_N_t_h_e_._R_e...~cord ·· · 

I. 
..... 

» 
» It will .be:. free in a. second online. · ... , » .. 
» CNN used Slain Envoy's Writings Against Family-'s Wishes >> . '.. . . ·:· . 
» byline~~ox· . · ._. ..•' .. 

» . ·.·' 
· > ~ ·sy.f'da,m ~rttpu~ . · 
> > Ana Keach Hagey . · 

· ... 1 

•I 

>> . I ·_ t . ; . 

» CNN obtained a personal journal that belooged'to the slain.'American ambass~dor to 
l~bya, Ch~ist?pher' ·ste~~~s, and broadcast. repo·rts, bas~d ·on .its. contents_ again~t th~·wishes· of 
~he Ste~ens ·f~mily., ~ccording to.·relatives and State D.epartment .·offici~ls wh?·were 11asked to· 
1ntervene by. the fam1,ly. _ · · · . . · . . · ~ 
» ·.· I· ,. 
>>· . . . . . ' !• 
». 

. ·:; 

.. . . . . . . . . . I~ . . , 
>>. CNN obtained t~e journal in Benghazi, where Mr.-· ~tevens and three otne.r 'Amerlcar:ts ':'~ere · . _ 

. killed in an ~ttack bY. militants on the American cons.ulate in. the,-.city on .Sept. '11!: It. wasn 1t · 

. ~ !~~r e.xa~~ly I h.ow ~N~ ob~~ined the ambassador's wri~ings ~ . _ :_.< < . : :! 

>>The episode marks a.sid~ drama in the aftermath of the consulate siege and highlig~ts 
questions new~ organization.s .can encounter when' they. conie 'acr:qs·s evidence al~o beihg sought . 

. . _ by la~ enforc~.ment t:>r o~_her government officials.' .Personal materi_a~ 'importan~ to sorviving 

. .;;latlves rep~esents -~" even-more delicate ~nd .. unus~_al.dile~_ma. . . ' : 

· » CNN said on its website that it notified the Stevens. family· ~~within. h_ours" that it had the· 
· · 'jo·urna1. But ~he Stevens family -~hen reached out 'to the St~te Department·~ which arrang~d a . · . 

.. telep_ho~e con~erence calr .. ~etween 11\e~bers of the Stevens. family and C~N.-)n :that·c~ll, ·the . 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and,to n~t publish 

, . . . . . ' I 
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or broadcast any of its contents, a~cording to a Stevens family member and State Department 
officials . 
. )) 

>> The family told CNN during the c.all that it wanted to ·review the journa~ before the news 
media used it or alluded to it, saying the ambassador's personal wr.itings belonged to them. 
» 
>> ·family members said they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn~t know what was in the 
journa1 obtai~ed by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family· with a 
transcript it , prepared from the journal. 
>> . 
» State Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary. 
itself to an ~talian diplomat in Benghazi. 
» 
>> The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian e~voy because U.S. diplomats 
evacuated the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for the 
Italian diplomat to safeguard the·diary until it could be handed over to American officials 
in Tripoli. It will then be brought to the u.s.~ where the family will be able to take 
possession of:it . 
)) 

>> Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 
conference call to hold off on ~sing the diary until the family had a ch~nce to review its 
contents. 
» 
» But family members and u.s. officials -were surpris.ed when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper 
appeared to use the information from the journal by attr.ibu.ting it to a source familiar with 
Mr. Stevens's thinking. 
)) 

>> In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 
)) 

>> A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn,t report directly from the journal, but 
corroborated the information through other sources. » ' . . 

» Mr. Cooper addresse~ the question of the journal and the CNN re.ports in his Friday 
evening<x-apple-data -detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and 
that some of the information he reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens ,·s personal 
writings. 
)) 

>> ((Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in .his 
handwriting," Mr. Cooper told viewers. C(We came upon the .journal through our. reporting and 
notified the family. · At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newswor~hy . in th~ ambassador's writings." 
» 
» 
» Sent from niy iPhone 
)) 

» On Sep 22, 2e12, at 2:58 PM,j I·" 
~~------------------------------------------------------------~~wrote : » 

>> In the meantime can you send me the whole story 
» 
» 
>> 
» Original Message ---~------------------~ 
>>From: Entous, Adam [mailto~~~~~~~~~~~ 
>> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2e12 e2:57 PM 

>> To:~l ------------~~ 
64 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
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»Subject: Re: ON·the Record 
>> 
» Asking but that.' s 'not something I can control 
» 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
)) 

>> On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:56 PMJ 

~~ >r.:~>,....------------------------___.lwrote: 
>> Get it out from behind the pay ~all! 
» 
)) 

» 
> > Original Message --- -r-;-;...._ _______ ...., 

» From: Entous, Adam [mailtol~~~~--------___. 
>> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 02:53 PM 
» To:l I 
>> SubJect: Re: ON the Record 
» 
>> Trying to get it appended to the bottom after the story posts. 
)) ' 

>> Sent from my iPhone 
)) 

~~ ~------------------------...Jiwrote: 
)) 

>>On Sep 22. 2012. at 2:52 pM.I 

>> Yes 
>> Every single word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it was 
>> when you sought comment 
» 
» 
» 
» Original Message ----::...:-;...._ _______ _, 
» From: Entous, Adam [mailtor I' 
>> Sent: Saturday. September 22, 2012 02:Se PM 
>> To~ I 
>> Subject: R~: ON the Record 
)) 

>>Can I post this entire t~ing under the:story? 
» 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
)) 

» On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:09 PM,I 
~~------~-~-~-------~-----------~!wrote: 
)) 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

>> Given the .truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 
What they're not owning up to•is reading Chris's diary before botheri'ng to tell the family 
they took it.· But·that's understandable since they needed enough time to read it, transcribe 
it, and circulate it internally for even more people to read. Who transcribes a diary of a 
man who just lost his life serving our country? When they finally called the family, their 
timing was impeccable, doing so only shortly right after they witnessed his remains return to 
the United States. Did this junior person say, 'Hello, I know this is a terrible time, b~t 
I'm sure you want you'r son· s diary, where can we send it?· Nope. They instead took that 
moment to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to Chris 
Stevens, and those CNN thought had already decided had a·right to invade his privacy. 
» 
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» When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they neede.d to be convinced to do 
the right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear they want~d Chris's diary back 
and wouldn't make any decisions until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they 
helpfully offered to send-the fami~y the transcript, to put a rush on it • . » . . 
>>It was then. made clear to them, for what·must have been the fourth.time, that they· wanted 
to.look at it privately, together as a family before_making any decisi~ns. Period; Finally, 
CNN heard their request enough times, accepted it, and agreed to abide by the clear'wishes of 
the Stevens family and pledged not-to use the diary or even allude to its' existence until 
hearing back from the family. · 
» 
» But the Stevens- family was never given that .chance. I guess four days was as lof1g as ·cNN 
could c.ontrol themselves, so they just went ahead and used it·. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke.its promise. And only did so after being contacted by a reporter asking about 
the diary and their convoluted sourcing. 
» 
>> Not a proud moment in CNN's history, and I'd hope that many of the good people ~ho work· 
there agree. 
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From: Entous, Ada~ I 
Sent: 
To: 

. Saturday, September 22, 2012 7:56 PM 
I I 

Subject: Re: ON the Record 

Ya. That's not cool. 

Sent from my i.Phone 

·on Sep 22, 2012, at 7:54PM, wrote: 
~------------~------------------~ 

> Not even pick up. the phone and call the family? 
> 
> 
> 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

> Original Message ----~-~-------~ 
> From: Entous, Adam (mailtol~ ........................................ ~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 97:53 PM 
> To:l I 
> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
> 
>. I don't disagree with cnn but I .don't like how cooper handled it. 
> 
>. Sent from ~y .iPhone 
> 
> On Sep 22, 2~12, at 7:49 PM __________________ ~wrote: 

> 
»like I said ·"we just didn't feel like it anymore" 
» 
» . 
» 
>> Original Message ----~------~--~ 
» From: Entous, Adam [mailtol I . 
>> Sent: Saturday , September 22, 2012 01:11 PM 
» To:! I 
>> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
» 
» 
>> CNN Statement: 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>> CNN did not initially report on the existence of a ·. journal out of respect for the family, 
but we felt there were issues .raised in .the journal which required full reporting, which we . 
did. We think the public had a right to know what .CNN had learned from multiple sources about 
the fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
other US personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State Department now 
attacking the 'messenger. 
» 
»As we said, we had multiple sources on·Anderson .Cooper's report 
» Wednesday night<x -apple-data·detectors://4>. LINK TO 
>> CNN.COM<http://CNN.COM/> STORY 
» 
>> The reason we ultimately reported on the existence of the journal was because leaks to· 
media organiz~tions incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned·the journal, which we 
did. We.reached out to the family of Ambassador Stevens within hours of retrieving the 
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·r. 

I· 
.... . I· 

journ<a _and returned it through a third party, wi thi!J "iess than 24 hours from the time we 
- -~~-u~~- ·it . . Out.lof-<e.spect to the family, we have· no.t · q~oted from ~r shown the journa1· 

>> Sent from my iPhone · 
» . 
»on 

>> God ·bess you 
>> 

')) 

.» 
» 

' I· 
I 

b6 
b7C 

Original Message - ---r-~---------------, 
>> From: Ento~s, Adam [mailtol~----------~----~ 
>>. Sent: Satur,day, September 22, 2012 03:~2 PM 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 

>.> To : .... I ~---:-----~1 
>> Subjed: Re:·ON the .Record 
» 
» It will 'be free in a second online. 
» 
» ,. CNN· .Used Slain· Envoy's 
>>', . 
>> ~yl~ne-box 
» 
> > By Adam Entous . r 
>> And~each Hagey 

Writings Against Family's Wi.shes 

b7C Per FBI 

r 
' ' 

.. I 

)) I 
>? .. CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain Ainerican ambassador .to 
Libya, ChristJpher .Stevens, .and broadcast repor~s, based on its cont.ents against. the' wishes .:of 
the : Stevens f~mily? according t~ reiatives and ~tate Departmen~ offi~ials who :were asked ·~6 
interv~ne ·by t .he family. · · · . ·: . t . · 
>> : r 

.1. • 
. . ~ » 

>> . .. . ' . . ... ·. ~ - .. 
· » : qm obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. ·stevens and three other Americans wer·e 

. ki-lled in an ~ttack by militants on the American· consulate in the .d.ty on Sept. 11.'~ .It . wasn't 
~!ear exac~ly lhow CNN obt.ained ·.ttle ambassador"s wr~ting~. . .. .. 

•' 

» · The. episode marks a· side drama in the aftermath of, the con~ul~te·: si~ge and . highl:ights·· . .. 
questions ·new~ organizations· ,cari. encounter when they come across ev~de.nce a.lsp being sought 
_by law · ·enforc~nt · qr other government offic.ials. Personal materia.l importan·t to .surviving 
~~la~ive.s . rep-resent~ a~. ;even~mor.~ delicate a~d u~usua~. ·dilemma. · · · . .. !:_ ~ .' . .'- ... 

. ~> CNN said o~. its webs~.te that . it notif~~d the· Steven~· familY . uWithin .. · hours~: · that :·~t· . tlad .. the ' l .. 
Journal . . But ~he Ste\(.ens · family then reC!~hed out to the State Department, wh1ch arr,anged a . · 
telephone conference. cal'i between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In ·.tnat: can,· the 
family p~rson~lly appealed to the riews.org~niza~ion t~ return .the jou~nal and, to nqt publish 

. . .. . I . . . . • .. ,-
or br~~dcast any .. of its 'contents, according'to a Steyensfamily member and State.O~partment · 

-~~f.icfars·. . .· ·. . ; . . ~:- . 

. · » · The family· told CNN during · the call that it wa·nted to review -· the jpurna1 Qefore f:t~e n~ws 
~~~fa ·US.ed·. ~t .Or C!.lluded to i~, saying the ~f!!ba$~a.do('~ pe~S.Onal wr.~tin·~s .. ·be.:J_onged rto _ t~~m : 

>> Family members said they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary QUt didn't know what wasl'in the · 
jo~rnal . obtaiAed by. CNN. The news organizatio.n initially provided ~he family :;with a 
transcri pt it prepared from the journal. · · · I·· 
» · 

58 

. ·-· I' . 
.... R.C-9535 

I 
! · . 



! 
I· 

.. 
I 

)> State Department officials said they .t_hen ritade arrang~ments for 'CNN to hand over[ -the· diary· 

!~self to ~n \i·t_a~ian· _diplomat i~ ·aenghazL_ :·· . . . . . . . . ! _ 
» ·T.he St.{Jt~ Department el)listed the. ~id of : ~h.e . Italian ~nvoy because U.S. diplomats · 

. evacuated the: .city after ~~e ~~J?t. 11· attack. The ·s~ate . Depa~t'!l~nt ha~ ar~ang~d for) the 
.· Italian diplomat to safeguard .the· diary· until it could be haflded . over: to A"!'erican officials · 

· 1 • · · . · · · · · · I 

possession of it. . . ·- . . . . . . . . r · in Tripoli . Itl will t~en be brought to th~. _u._s., where the fan~i~y will be :.able to .take 

» . . . - . . . : . . t 
. . . . .. . .. . ., . . . ,. 

» Family .mem~~rs .and ·.s-t;ate .. Department .official.s said CNN agreed during t~e ·Sept. 14 . 
'con'ference call to h'old off on' using the . diary unti~ th~ .family· had a chance to rev·~ew . its . 
contents. · I 
» . 1. 

·;> But' :family members arid u.s. officials were ,surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cobper 
appeared to use the information. from the journai ,by attributing it to a source familiar with 
Mr. Stevens' ·slthinking. . ·. · - . . . · ·. !· . · 
>> ·. . . . . ·r 
» In that br · adc~st, Mr. Cooper said·. the ambassador was worried ~bout security thr~ats in · ... 
Benghazi . and . ~aid he believed. he was on· an al Qaeda hit liSt. . . i) . I . . . . . . . . . . r 

. ~; A spokespe~son few CNN ~aid .. ~he network .didn't report directly· fro~ the. journ~l, I but 
corroborated the info~rnation t:.hrough .other sources ·~ .. · ·· · .. : · · 1; · 

:· .. ~~ .M~. Cooper l a~dressed· ~he questiol') ·of the journal ~·nd the CNN .reports in tlis ' F:rid~y 
evenl.ng<x-apple-data; detector.s:l/4) ·broad.cast. He disclosed the station .ha·d· the journal and 
that··. some ·of the information ·he rep6rt.~ on Wednesday originated fro111 . Mr. Stevens·; s t persoiial 

· ;~itings. · .. .. 
1

. . . . , .. -- . : . r .. 
» . "SC?!"~ of tlia~ information·. was found .ir:r a person~). 'j~urnal o-f ~bassa~or ~tevens !n his 

. . handwriting~".~~~. Co~per told viewer:·s: uwe came· upon ~he·. jol,!rn(;!~ ~hrou·gh _our · r:-epor.t~ng . and 
:. notified the · f.ami~y. ·At .their r-equest, we returned that · journ·al to · t~em. We reported' what we .. · 

j • •• • .• - . l 

· ~~und he~sw~.r~~hy: ln . t , he ·ambas sa do r • 5 writings . " . .. . . · :. 

» . f l: >> Sent rom my· iPhone ,. 
>> I ·. . . 

. » On Sep 22, •2012, , at 2:58. PM,,..------------,, . 

» 
. )) 

. » .. 
.. >> ----·- Origipal Message .---.:.-

. » . F.--om:· Entous, Adam [mailtolr--___;___; ___ .....:....._...,1 : 
· ~- . ~ ~· ~~7[" satur~av sen+embfr .2~, 2012 e2: 57 PM , .... 

» .SubjecJ: Re ·: .ON the Record · 
>.>. , . . . . .. . ·I . 
» Asking: ·but that's ·.·not something I can control 

.. :. ··'·l ·: ·' '·» 

r. 
r 

It. 

1= 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
·b?C Per FBI 

I 
I • 
I ·, ,. 

~ 
i 

. .. ·. 

b6 
b7C 

.. ·. 

>>Sent from .my ·iPhone r . ... 
.. » .I· r----------, 

. >.> .On. Sep 22, 2012, at .2:S6 .PM,! 
jwrote: 
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b6 
b7C 



>> 
» 
>> 
> > Original Message· ----r-----------, 
>> From: Entous, Adam [mailto~l ~""="'=~-=~~=-..J 
>> Sent: Saturda:: September 22, 2012 02:53 PM 
» To:l -- I 
>> SubJect: Re: ·the Record 

.>> 
» Trying to get it appended to the bottom after the story posts. 
» 
» Sent from my iPhone . 
» 
» On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:52 PMJ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

-I 
» ~~------------------------------------------------------~I wrote: 

b6 
b7C 

» 
» 
» 
.» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
» 
>> 
>> 

Yes 
Every single word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it was 
when you. sought comment 

Original Message ----~------~~-~ 
From: Entous, Adam [mailto~ 
Sent: Saturday. September 2~2~,~20~1~2~0~2~:~5~0-P~M~~ 
To:l I. 
SubJect: Re: ON the Record 

Can I post this entire thing under the story? 

Sent from my iPhone 

~~--------------------------------------------------------~I wrote: » 

>>On Sep 22. 2012. at 2:09 pM.J 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

>> Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 
What they're not owning up to is reading Chri~'s diary before bothering to tell the family 
they took it. But that's understandable since·they needed enough time to read it, transcribe 
it, and circulate it internally for even more people to read. Who transcribes a diary of a 
man who just lost his li.fe serving our country? When they finally called the family, their 
timing was impeccable, doing so only shortly right after they witnessed his remains return to 
the United States. Did this ju~ior person say, 'Hello; I know.this is a terrible time, but 
I'm sure you want your son's diary, where .can we send it?' Nope. Th~y instead took that 
moment to ask 'the family if CNN could report on ·its contents. Contents known only to_ Chris 
Stevens, and those CNN thought had already decided had a right to invade his privacy. 
» . 
»When the seriiormost levels of CNN'were finally reached, they needed to be convinced to do 
the right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear they wanted Chris's diary back 
and wouldn't make any decisions until then. But that wasn't fast enough for.CNN, so they 
helpfully offered to send the family the transcript, to put a rush on it. · 
>> 
>> It was_ then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time, that they wanted 
to.look at it ·privately, together as a: family before making any decisions. Period. Finally, 
CNN heard their request enough times, accepted it, and agreed to abide by the clear wishes of 
the Stevens family and pledged not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until 
hearing back from the family. 
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>> 
>> But the Stevens family w~s neve~ giveri that chance . I guess four days ~as as long as CNN 
co~ld control · themselves, so they just went ahead and used it . Entirely becaus_e they felt 
like it . Anderson Cooper di dn't even bother to offer any other explan~tion as to why the 
network broke .its promise. And only did so after being contacted by a reporter asking about 
the diary and :their convoluted sourcing. 
» 
>> Not a proud moment in CNN's history, and I'd hope that many of the good people who work 
there agree. 
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From: 
Sent: 

·To: 
·Subject: 

I I 
I I . 
Saturda:;Seotern:er 22.2012 7:55PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Re: ON e Recofi 

Not even pick up the phone and call the family? 

Original~Message ----r------------------, 
From: Entous, Adam. [mailto~~~~~""'=~:-:-=--..... 
sent: saturda~ seotembrr 22, 2012 07:53 PM 
To·l A • 

SubJect: ke:N the Record 

I don't disagree with cnn but I don't like how cooper handled it. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 22, 201~, at 7:49 PM, wrote: 
~--------------------------------~ 

' > Like I said :·we just didn't feel like it anymore" 
> 
> 
> 
> Original Message 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

'> From: Entous: Adam [mailtol 
~ ~~1· Saturd:y Sentem,er2 ~2:-,--=2~0~1":"2-0~7:-:-::1:-=1~PM:-:--___. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

>Subject: Re:~ON the Record 
> 
> 
> .CNN Statement: 
> CNN did not initially report on the exi'stence of a journal out of respect for the family, 
but .we felt there were issues raised in the journal which required full reporting, which we 
·did. We .think }he public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about 
the fears and ~arnings of a ter~or threat before the Benghazi attack which are now raising 
questi~ns about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
other US personnel. Perhaps the real ques'tion here is why· is the State Department now 
attacking the me~senger. 
> ' 

> As we said, we had multiple sources on Anderson Cooper's report 
>Wednesday night<x-apple-data-detectors://4>. LINK TO 
> CNN.COM<http://CNN.COM/> STORY 
> ' 
> The reason w~ ultimately reported on the existence of the journal was because leaks to 
media organizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which we 
did. We reache4 out to the family of Ambassador Stevens within hours of retrieving the 
journal and returned it through a third party, within less than 24 hours from the time we 
found it. Out of respect to the ·family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal. 
> 
~ Sent from my;iPhone 
> 
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.• . 
.,/ 

.> On Sep 22, ~012, at 3:03 PM.I I '. b6 

I lwrote: ·~ ·b7C 

s . ' 
) God bess you 
) 

> 
) 

> -· . . . . 
>--It 'will be free .. in a second online.· 

. -~ CNN Used Sla~~ -E~voy"·s ·wri~ings .Against Family's Wishes 
). . .. . . ···. 

... 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

> . byline-box. · i· 
) ,1 

·> ·By Adam Entous I! 
. ~ And Keach Hagey ~~ 

·, 

~ CNN . bit. ' d . . 1 . 1 • • b d!_ . > o i a1ne a personal journa th~t belonged ·to the s a1n Amer1~a_n am assa or to . 
Li_bya,. c;:h_ristopher Stevens, and broadcast· reports based. on its contents agains:t the frishes of 
tt'!e Stevens fa~ily, according. to. relatives and State Department. officials who wer.e asked to· 

· intervene by. th~. family. · · .. [ . · 

> ·I · ... 
) ( . . . . . .. · . . . l . . . •, 

. ~ CNN obtained the _journal in ·.Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens ~·and three. other Amer:-ican~·~were . 
killed i~ an a~tack. by militants on_ the Ameri~an . consulate in -the city on Sept:. 11. i!It wasn't . 
~~~ar exact!~ how CNN o~~ained t~e. -ambassador's writings. . , . .. · · . · il · · · · 
> The episode larks a sid.e drama -in the aftermatb of the consulat.e siege and highlights 
questions news I organizations _can encount~r. w~en 'they c,ome across. eyi~enc_e. a:lso bein~ ~o~ght 
by law enforc~~ent or othe~governmel"!t ·o'ff1c1als. personal mater1al 1mportan~ to su~v1.v1ng 
rel_ative·s ·represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma~ ·. jj · .. ) . l ··: . . . . 
> CNN said 'on ~ts we~~_ite that it notified the Stevens family f'with-~n ·hours#' that. i~ had the 
jo~rnaL. But the Stevens family then reached·out to the State Dep~rtment, w~ich ~rr~nged a . 
telephone conf~rence catl between members .of the. Stevens fanily ·and CNN .. I.n _th:a~ ca~l, ·the 

· fa~ily ·.per.sonapy ap~~aled ·to the news organization to ret~.w~ the ,jo~rnal a,nd.~to. no~ publ~s~ 
. or broadcjis_t any of 1,ts contents, according to a Steven~ fam1ly memb~r-and Sta.te :Department 
. officials._ I · · · _ . ·.· · .· ·· ·· · ' · 1 

• . 1:1 

) . . . . .. . . 

. >·The family told 'CNN during th~ call. that it wante~ to rj~w the jour:nal '·,Jfore ~~e news 
· media used -it hr alluded to it, saying ~he ambassador'~ p on'al.writings ....... longed to them·. 

> . ' . I ': . . ' . . . . . : . ': . II 
>.F.amily members said. they knew-Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't_know ~hat .was i~ the · 
journal obtain~~ 'by CNN. The news org~nization initially provided the- family with a1! 
tr~~s<JriP:t .it prepared from_ the journal. - · ·· · - I 
~-State Depart+ent officials said they ther:' ·made arr~ngement~ for CNN to hand·over.ihe diary _ 

.. · 

itself to an Ital~an diplomat in Benghazi. :, [: .· 

~ T~e State oebartment enlis~ed the aid -~f the Italian envoy because U.S. dipi~mats!\evacu1ated.: · 
the city after· the Sept. 11 att~ck. The State Department had arranged for the Itali~n 
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. .; .. ~ .: I • , 

. ;! 
··.· . . . .. ~ 

· ·· .· dl.plomat. to safeg~ar.d . the diary until it could be hand~d ~ver t<f Americ~n .offic~~:ts·lkn 
Tripoli· . . It ~.du then. be brougl:lt to ~tie· u.s., where .the·: .family will be able .to_: take·:

1

'i · 
possession of lit ~ .-: ' ,; . 

.. ~ Fa~ily member~ ' ~nd .sta~e. Department offic.ials said c~~ , ag~~e'd dl.i'dng the Sept. 14 _ij . : 
conference ca1l1 to hold off ·on using:· the· diary until the fam1ly had a· chance to revJ.ew J.ts .. 

. · · · · con,·t~~ts . . : ·1 , .. ·. · · ... · .· ~ · · . 
. . . > .. . . ·. . . r . . 

> ·But family.:memb~rs · anc;l . u.s .. officials .we·re surprised when CNN anchor Anderson CooP,.~r : ' 
. :.·appe·ared .to . u~e th~ . ·i~formation :_.f~om -' the )ou~nal by ~t~ributi{lg . ~t to a·. source· fami.~

1
1

1,:.1·· ar · with 

~.~ ;s~e~en·s ., s. l~hink~ng. · . . · .. 

> In ~hat broa1dc;~st, _Mr.. ·~oop~r · said the .ambas.sador was· worried about security thre~ts i11 
·· Benghazi a~Jd said he b~lieved ·he was on· an · al Qaeda hit list. ·· ~~ 

~· ~· spokes~'ers~~n for : CNN said the netwo~k ·.didn"t report d~rectly from the journal, ~ut ·· 
corroborated the information through other sources. llf 

> J ·~ . . . ! 
> Mr •. C~op.er add_re~sed .. the question of the' i~ur~al . and 'the CNN 'reports in .hi~ F.rida~·: 
evening<x-app~e-data-detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed the station had the jou~nal and 

·· ·. 

. . th~t. some ~f the infor.m()tion he ~eported :<?n. Wedn~sday o:riginated from Mr •. Stevens~·S ~~p~rs_pnal 
. wrl. tl n~s . I . . · . . . . . .. . . · . _ 

1
: . · ·. 

) . ' • ' • • . ·. I 

.>· ••some of that inform~tion·· was found. in a ·personal )ou~n~l ~f Ambassador Ste";ens iQ his ·. 
· handwr::i ting,', )1r:•. co·oper. told:viewers. «we came upon the. joy.rnal through our, repqrtlng. a11d . - · 
. ·notified the family . At·. their· request,_. we returned:. that journal to them· ... ~- rep~r:-~ed wha:t w~ · . · 

found ·newswort hY' in the · a~bassador" s wr.it'ings·/;· . . .. · .. , .. .· .. -~~ . · ·.' ,_.: ·· · 
> . I· . ·:. I • . : , . 

~ sent from •rPhone , . ·•. · · ·.; ~ < 

·>.·on sep 22, 2012, at z:sa PMJ 
1

. b6 

.·· 1 !wrote.:: 1. .b7c 
. . I 

-~ In the meanJime can yo'l.t send :me the' whole story [ 
> 
> 
> 
> o~igi~al Message "-- ,..-------------., 
) ·Fr.om: En't;ous

1
, Adam [rl)ailto._l ________ __, 

\ >. Se . .. er 22; 2012. ,.e_~: 57 PM 

) ; . ·' : 

) :·Asking but ·'t hat' s ~ot something I c·an .control 
. -·. :'_ .. >:. I .. .. -

~ :S~~t from m~ .iPho~e: -~ . 

,. ·. 

.. · 
•,.V' 

· ... 

I• • 

. II 
... b6 Per DOS, FBI 

b7C Per FBI 

I! 
II 

J 
~ 
~ 

_; .· .. >· On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:56 PM.I 

~~-----..,...----~-----------------......-llwrote:: 
> I 
> Get it out irom .beh~nd the pay wali! 

.. , > 

t· 

. ; 

b6 
.1 b 7 C 

> ' 
;. > 

> ----~ Original Message ---~------------------~ 
> From:! Entou~,. Adam [mailto._I ________________ ...J . ~ b6 Per DOS 

Ji):(C -9541 

/ , -!! 



> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2812 82:53 PM 
> To:l J 
> Subject: Re :· ON the Record 
) 

> Trying to get it appended to the bottom after the story posts. . 
) . I 

> Sent from my iPhone 
.> 
> On Sep 22, 2812. at 2:52 PMJ 

~--------------------------------------------------------~~rote: > 
> Yes 
> Every single word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it was 
> when you sought comment 
> 
) 

> 
> ----- Original. Message 
> From: El)tous, Adam [rnailtol'----------' 
> Sent': Saturday, September 22, 2012 92:59 PM 
> To~ I 
> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
> 
> Can I post this entire thing under the story? 
> 

· > Sent from my iPhone · 
> 
> On Sep 22, 2812, at 2:89 PM·,I 

~--------------------------------------------~lwrote: > 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

> Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 
What they're ~ot owning up to is reading Chris's diary before .bothering to tell the family 
they .took it. But that's understandable since they needed· enough time .to· read it, transcribe 
it, and circulate. it internally for even more people to read. Who transcribes a diary of a 
man who just lost his life serving our country? When they finally called the family, their 
timing was impeccable, doing so only shortly right after they witnessed his remains return to 
the United States·. Did this junior person say, 'Hello~ I know this is a terrible time, but 
I'm sure you want your son's diary, where can we send it?' Nope. They instead took that 
moment to ask. the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to Chris 
Stevens, ~nd · those CNN thought had already decided had a right to invade his privacy. 
> . 
> When the seniormost levels of c·NN were finally reached, they · needed to be convinced to do 
the right thing. But ·not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it crystal clear they wanted Chris's diary back 
and wouldnrt ~ake any decision~ until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they 
helpfully offered to send the. family the transc·ript, to put a rush on it. 
> 
> It was then. made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time, that ~hey wanted 
to look at it. privately, together as a family before making any decisions. Period. Finally, 
CNN heard their request enough times, accepted it, and agreed to abide by the clear wishes of 
the Stevens f~mily and pledged not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until 
hearing back from the family. 
> 
> But the Ste.vens family was never given that chance. 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer 
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I gues~ four days was as long as CNN 
used it. Entirely because they felt 
any other explanation as to why the 
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network broke its promise. And only did so after being contacted by a reporter asking about 
the diary and their convoluted sourcing. 
> 
> Not a proud moment in CNN's history, and I'd hope that ·many of the good people who work . 
there. agree. 
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From: 
Sent: 

Entous, Adarri I· 
Saturd: Seotember 22, 20127:53 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To: 
Subject: I ~ . Re. oN e kecori 

I don't disagr~e with cnn but I don't like how cooper .handled it. 

Sent from my iphone 

On Sep 22, ~912, at 7:49 PM, ·wrote: 
~--------------------------------~ 

> like I · said ·"We just didn't feel like it anymore" 
> 
> 
> 
> ----- Original Message ---r--~·----------------~ 
> From: Entous, Adam [mailto~l ----------------~ 

·..... > Sent: Saturda~: September 22, 
> To:l -- I 
> SubJect: Re: the Record 

2012 07:11 PM 

) 

> 
> CNN State~nent: 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

> CNN did not initially report on the existence of a journal out of respect for the family, 
but we felt there w~re issues raised in the journal which required full reporting, which . we 
did . We -think the public had a· right tb know what CNN had -learned from multiple sources about . 
the fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now -raising · 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
other US personnel. Perhaps . the real question here is why is the State Department now 
attacking the messenger. . 
> 
> As we said, we had multiple sources on Anderson Cooper's report 
> Wednesday night<x-apple-data-detectors://4>. LINK TO 
> CNN.COM<http:://C.NN.COM/> STORY 
> 
> The reason w~ ultimately reported on th·e existence of the journal was because leaks .to 
media organizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which we 
did. We reached out to the family of Ambassador Stevens within hours of retrieving the 
journal an~ ·returned it through a third party, within less than '24 hours from the time we 
found it .. Out of respect to the family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal. 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
> On Sep 22, 2012, at 3:93 PM,I I 

.... lr-------------------------------~lwrote: > 
>· God bess . you 
> 
> 
> 
> Original Message 
> From: Entous:, Adam [niailto~~~~~~.......,..,......,=""'"--_. 
> Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 03:92 PM 
> To 1._ ______ ___,1 
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... > Subject: Re: ·ON the Record 
> 
.> It will b.e free in a second' on.line. ·· . . 1.. . . ' > 
> 
> 

CNN Us~d Slain ·Envoy's Writings Against 

>·byline-box ·. 
> . . 

Family'·s Wis~es · 

> By Adam ·Entous 
> And Keach Ha·gey · . 
> . . ·I . . ~ 

. > .· . C~N objtained a personal journal that belonged to the . slain American ambassadpr to· 
Libya, Christoph~r Stevens, and broadcast. r~ports based on its .contents ,_against th~ ;wis~es of 
the Stevens fa~ily; . a~ cording.· to· relatives ~nd State · Departm~ni:: officials who were · a~ked to 
int~rvene by the family. . . 1: 

·> 
I, 
I 

> . I 
>· ·CNN obtained tt)ejourn~l in Benghazi.- where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans ~ere 
killed in · a~ a~tack _by militants on the Amer1can consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn"t , 
clear .exactly h9w ·cNN ·obtained the ambassador's . l<l!ritings. · . , · · I . 
> I . . . 

. . . . . . . . : . .· •. • • I 
>. The ep1sode marks a side drama in the· aftermath of the c.onsulate Sl.~ge and h:tghhghts · ·. 
qu_est;ions newsl organizations can encoyn~er when .they come acr~ss . evide:nc~. al~o . beinfs~ught ' . 
by.' law .enforce~ent or other government officials·. Personal materia~ important to. SU!j;Viving .. : . 
relatives represents ·an even-more ·delicate and· unusual . dilemma. ., · . I . . . . -
~ -. CNN said ~n ftS websi·t .e that it. notified the Steve~s·. famil~ ·~~ithin f:lours" t~at i~· had the . 
journal. But t~e Stevens family tf1e~ · r.eached out. to the ~~a~e Departm~nt, which · arr~,nged ·a 
telephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that··call, the 
family persona.ily appealed to the news organization ·tO r.eturn ·the journal and . to noi1 

publish 
. or broadcast .ahy of .its content's, according to a Stevens. family ·member and State Department. 

·. · .. offiCials. · I . · · . · !I 
> . ' ' ' ' ·. . to 

· :> The fa~~ly told. CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before t~e news 
media. used it br alluded to it, saying the ambassador'~ : personal writings_.belonged ~o th~m. 

~ Fan:tilY .m~~b·e~s said they .knew·.Mr. Stevens kept a d.iary· but· didn"t know ~hat was i~ the· ., 
journal obtain~d by,. CNN. The news. organization initiallY; provided the family with a 11 

transcript it. prepared from the journal. · · • 
> ' I ' ' . . ' . .I 

' . , .. 
> State Departrren~ offiCials said they then made· arl','an·g·e.ments for CN_N to hand ·over the diary . 
itself ·~o an Italian diplomat .in Benghazi. ij 

. ~ T·h~ .State De·b~rtment enli~ted ·' tt)e aid of the Italian : ·envoy b~cause u.S . diplomats ~~vacuated 

.··the 'dty aft~r l the-Sept •. 11 attack . .. . The State Departll!ent ~ad arranged for ·the Italian 
diplom~t - to ~afe~uard . ~he diary until it ·cou~d ·be handed over to American officials , in 
Tr ipoli. It wi:p then be brought to the U.S ... , where the family will be able to take 
possession of it . · ~ 
> . . , . :! 
~ . Family membe!fS and State· Department officials said CNN. agreed during the Sept. 14 11 . 
coriference .. call to hold off on using ~he diary until the family had a chance t'o revi

1

·

1
ew its· 

~ontents . . · ·;.: ·1 .. · · . . II 
> But family members and. u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson CooP.er 

~.app~a~ed ·to us~ :the in'forma~ion from~t.he journal by at.tributing it to a source familiar with 
Mr.· Steve~s's · thinking. . l~ · · . 

~ H~G9~5 
11 . ' 
~ ... 



> 
>In that broadcast~ Mr . Cooper said the ·ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and ~aid he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 
> 
> A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the journal, but 
corroborated the information through other sources . 
> 
> Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his .Friday 
evening<x-apple-data -detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and 
that some of the information he reported· on Wednesday originated from Mr •. Stevens~s personal . 
writings. 
> 
> 'csome of that 'info.rmation was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting,".· Mr . Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in ttie ambassador's writings., 
> 
> 
> Sent from my ~Phone 
> 
> On Sep 22, 20121 at 2:58 PMJ 

~------------------------------~------------~------------~!wrote: > 
> In the meantime can you send me the .whole story 
> 
> 
> 

b6 
b7C 

> ----- Original Message ... 
1
. 

> From: Ento~s, Adam [mailto _ I ·. 
> Sent: Saturday. Septembfr 2~2~,-. ~2~0~1~2~02~:5~7~P~M~~ 

b6 Per DOS , FBI . 
b7C Per FBI 

> To :1..._ ----:----:~-=":"""":'"-:---~~-
> Subject: Re: ON the Record 
> 
> Asking but that ' s not something I can co.ntrol 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
>On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:56 PM,I 

~----------------~~----------------------------------------~I wrote: > 
>Get it out ·f'rom behind the pay wall! 
>· 
> 
> 
> ----- Original Message 
> From : Entous, Adam [mailtoL-----------------~ 
> Sent: Saturday. Septem~er 22, 
> To 1'---------------~J 

2012 02:53 . PM 

> Subject: Re:. ON the Record 
> 
>Trying to get it . app~nded to the bottom after the story posts. 
> 
>Sent fr~m my .iPhone 
> 
> On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:52 PM,! 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b 7C Per FBI 

L-----------------------~------------------------------------------~~rote: 
> 

so . HRC-9546 

b6 
b?C 

b6 
b?C 



> Yes 
> Every single word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it was 
> when you sought comment 
> 
> 
> 
> ----- Original Message ----,...-;....____,; ______ _ 
> From: Entous, Adam (mailtol'---------...1 
> Sent: Saturday. Septem~er 22, 
> To:~~ ---~-,....-___,JJ 
>Subject: Re:'ON the Record 
> 

2912 02:59 PM 

> Can I post this entire thing under the story? · 
) 

> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
> On Sep 22, 2912, at 2:09 PM,! 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

~>-----------------------------------------~~w~ote: 
> Given the truth of how this was handled, CNN patting themselves on the back is disgusting. 
What they're not owning up to is reading Chris's diary before bothering to tell the family 
they took it. -But that's understandable since they needed enough time to read it, transcribe 
it, and circul~te it internally for-even more people to read. Who transcribes a diary of a 
man who just lost his life serving our country? _When they finally called the family, their 
timing was impeccable; doing so only shortly right after they witnessed-his .remains return to 
the United ·states. Did this junior person say, 'Hello, I know this is.a ~errible time, but 
I'm sure you w~nt your son's diary, where can we send it?' Nope. They instead took. that 
moment to ask ~he family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to Chris 
Stevens, and those CNN thought had already decided had a right to invade his privacy. 
) : 
> When the seniormost levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convin-ced to do 
tf1e right thing. But not b_efore they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents .. A family member made it crystal ciear they wanted Chris's diary back 
and wouldn't make any decisions until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they 
helpfully offered to send the family the transcript, to put a rush on it. 
> . . 
> It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time, that they wanted 
to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. Period. Finally, 
CNN heard their request enough times, accepted it, and agreed to abide by the clear wishes of 
the Stevens fa~ily and pledged not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until 
hearing back from the family. · 
> 
> But the Stevens family was never given that chance. I guess four days. was as long as CNN 
could control themselves, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its promise. And only did so after being contacted-by a reporter asking about 
the diary and their convoluted sourcing. · 
> 
> Not a proud ~oment in CNN • s history, and 1-• d hope that· many of the good people wh_o work 
there agree. 
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.• 

'' . 

F. rom: 
S~nt: 
To: 
Su}?ject: 

I I . 
~~~:7722,~012 7:49PM 

e: .. ~ ecqr . . 

l : ,• . 
·L.ike I said "We just didn't feel like it anymore'·' 

,_ 

I 
it 
II 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Pe r FBI . . 

.· ~ 
I 

.. ! 
.I .: 
! 
I . -·~ .:.--:- : Original Messag~ 

. From: Entou~"', A
1
.dam · [mai·ltq'o!:-.r--~l"ll""J'''~...,..,..,......., ....... ___.t . 

. b6 Per DOS, FBI 
·· b7C Per FBI 

Sent: Saturday, . September 22~ · 2012 e7:11 PM 
ro:l I . · 
Subject: Re: ON the Record II 

! ' 
~~~ ~~~~:i"i~i-tially report on the existence of a )~·u;n.~l out .of·· ·resp~·ct·. f~~: the fa~ily.~ b~t · .. 

. ~e ~elt there +ere issues raised in the journal whi'~h required full rep~rting; .. wh~ch~ we did. . 
We think the P\Jblic had a right to know wh.at . CNN had learned f,rqm .multiple so~rces abO\..I't the 
fears and . warn~ngs ora terr.or ·: threat' before the Benghazi · attack whj.ch<~re nqw raisi;rg . . 

. ~uestions a~ollf why the ·Stat~ Dep.artment. ~~dn' t . do ~or~ to. protect ~b~s.sa'dor . ~te~efl1S .. . and 
other : US perso.nnel. Perhaps the real .quest1on here . J.S . why · l.S the .State ·~~partf!tent n~w· · · .· · 
~.t'tac.ki.ng;t~~ ' htess~~ger • . . : . . .. . ... ·. . . . ·. : ·. r .. ...... . . : . .. · .:. . . . r ..... . 
AS we ~aid, wei hOd mul tip 1~ ' source~ on Anderson Cooper' s i-~poM: wedne:sd~y night< X-a~plO-data- · 
de.tectors://4>; LINK T9.CN,N.COM<http://CNN.COM/>. STORY : . . , . II 

The ~eason w. lltimatel~ · repoi-ti.d on the e~iSt~~ce of . the }oUmal was b~c~use leakSl o ~edia 
. prg~nizatiqns ~~correctly ·su·ggested CNN h~d not. q~ickly .r~t~rried the ~o~r.nal, wh~ch ,1~~ did~ 
· .we r~a·ched outl·to .·the ;family. ·of Ambassador Stevens within hours of retr~eving the jQ.ur:n.al ~nd 

. returned 'it through· a third party, within ·1ess than 24 hours from ··the time we fou·nQ Jl it~ : .out 
. o~. respect: ·to ., .he. family, we . . ~~we not quoted from or shown the journal! · :· 1 

. s.eri~ . f.rom· iny iPhone · · · · · I· 
. ·.. . .I . 
: On· se 22 , 201:2 at 3:03 PM, 

God. bess y~u 

· -- ::-"'.Or-iginal! .Message :-, 'i ~ . .. . 

b6 
b 7C 

.· ·--:- From: Entou s; lAd a in [mail to b6 Per DOS, 
b7C Per FBI 

FBI 
Sent:· Satutda~ , September ~2-2~~2-0_1_2 __ 0_3.-:0-2--.P-M--~ 
To:l I· 
Subject: Re:· ON the Reco~d . 1 . 

. r . j 
· It will be free in a second online. 

I 
. •. 

·.. . . ' . 

CNN Used Slain Env9y~s ·writings. Against Family's .Wishes 

~yline-box 
· . . 44 
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By Adam Entous 
And Keach Hagey 

CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to 
Libya·, Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its contents against the ·wishes of 
the Stevens fa~ily, according to relat ives and State Oepart~nt ·officials who were asked to 
intervene by t _he· family ;_ · 

CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed 
in an attack by militants on the American cqnsulate in the city on Sept. _11. It wasn't clear 
exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador 1 s writings. 

The episode marks a side drama in the aftermath of the consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can encounter when they come. across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other government officials. Personal material importan~ to surviving 
relatives. represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. 

CNN· said on its website that it notified the Stevens family ''within hours" that. it had the 
journal. But the Stevens family then reached out to the State Department, which arranged a 
telephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news .organization to return ' the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State. Department 
officials. · 

The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
media used it or a~luded t9 it, saying the ambassador's pers~nal writings belonged to them. 

Family members said they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was in the · 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with a 
transcript it prepared from the journal. 

State Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats evacuated 
the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for.the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be· han.ded over to American officials in 
Tripoli. It will then be brought to the U.S., where the family wiil be able to take 
possession of it . · · 

Family members ·and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference 
call to hold off on using the diary untii the family had a chanc~· to review its contents. 

But fa~ily members and. U.S. officials were surprised when CN~ anchor Anderson Cooper appeared 
. to use the information from the journal by . attributing it to a .source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thinking . 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said theambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and · said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 

A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn 1 t report directly from the journal, but 
cprroborated .the information through other sources. 
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Mr. Cooper addressed the question of'the journal and the CNN ~eports in his Fridayfevening<x
apple-data-detectors: I /4> .broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and that some 
of the information he reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

''Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens· in his 
handwriting," Mr. Cooper ·told viewers . "We came ·upon the j~urnal through our reporting ·and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found .newsW<>rthy in the ·ambassador's writings." 

Sent from my !Phone 

On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:58 PM,I 
~~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~lwrote: 

In the meantime can you send me · the whole story 

Original Message 

b6 
b7C 

From: Entous, Adam [mailtoJ~::--~~-=~:-:-=---'1 · 
Sent: Saturda~ September 22, 2012 02:57 PM · To:IL I 
SubJect: .Re:N t~e Record 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Asking but tha~·~ not something I can control 

Sent from ~y iPhone 

On Sep 22, 2012, . at 2: 56 PM, I 
· ~I ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~!wrote: 

Get it out from . behind the pay wall! 

Original Message 
From: Entous, Adam [mailto~l =-~~~~..........,=""'"--' 

.sent: Saturda~ ~::tember 22, 2012 02:53 PM 

~~~!ect: Re: ·u;: ReJord 

Trying to get "it .appended to the bottom after .the story posts. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 22, 2012,· ·at ·2: 52 PM,I 
~--------------------------------------------------------~~wrote : 

Yes 

b6 
b7C 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 
b7C 

Every single word is my preference/ide~! And as we discussed, it was when you sought comment 

Original Message ----r-~----------------------------~ 
From: Entous. Adam [mailtoJ l 
Sent: Saturday, September lz, 2e12 02:Se PM 

b6 Per DOS 
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j . .. ·.· I 
To~ . I· 

· SubJect : Re: oN· the Re~ord - 1! ,. . . . . . ~ - - _ . . . I 
can I post t -his . entire · thing under- the story? · t 

~ 11 

b6 .,_ 

b7C 

sent from ~ -~i~": :• . , ;: 
.. _· I _on Sep 22 1 2012i·,. ·at 2:09 PM,I ' 1;. · b 6 

~---------~--~----~~------~--------~--------------------~~!wrote: b7c 

. Given t.he . tr'u~~-- 6f -~ow' this was handled:, CNN patting' themselves . on the_ back is d_1sgu~ting . .. ... . 
What they~ ~e ni' t owning up to is readl.ng Chr~s' s,; diary bef;9re. bothering :to· tdl the ~amily . -: 
~hey -took ~ i_t. But - ~h~t · s understandable s_ince they needed enough time . to ~ead ·it 1 :·tfiimscribe· . 

_ · 1 t, and _nr.culate - ~ t 1nterna~_ly ·for. even more people to -read.· Who tran~cr_1bes a dJ.af;Y of a 
. man who: just J,bst tlis life serving our country? · When ·they finally called the family~ their 

timing· was .:· i~p~cc'able/ doing so 'only shortly right after . th~y 'witnessed his. remaii_ls returl) : to. 
_the Uni.ted · State~. Did this junior person say 1 'Hello_~ I know -- this is ·a_ terr_:i.ble ti~e, _but . 
·I-'m _sure you w~nt ;Yo.u: ·so~·s di_ary, wher-~ ca~ we_send it?~ Nqpe._ TheY, instead took ~hat 
moment t~ ,ask.lhe fam1.ly 1f CNN could report _pn 1ts contents·.--_· Contents known only to Chris 
Stevens:, and those .~NN thought had already decided had a·: right to .-invade his ·privacyj

1l - • .. _, . · · · I .. · · . · · -- .. I 
. wh~n the senio~~ost ' levels· of CNN. were. finally . reac_he~_, they : needed·. to be · c·o~~inced ,~o do the 

. right thing . . _' But not 'befor:e they took a second shot at convinCing· the fa"'ily- to let
1
1- them· 

. . report on the ~~ntents·. A family member mad~ it crystal -cl:ear ' they wanted .Ch_r.is'.~ dil~ry back · . . 
a!!d. ·wouldn't . m~_ke any de_ci'sions · until then. · But that wasn't fast· eryough fo~ CNN, so~ they · .- - · 
helpfully offe~-~d to· send ·the family the transcript, - ~() -·put a_ ·ru~h.-·on it·.· · · ·! · : · : . . _ .. I . . -_-_ . - . - . ,_. :_..- ·. . . . . . -· -._ _. - - ,. -
It was then . ~(je clear to th-em, ·for wha:t must l:lave ·been the fourth time; that . they ~ant~d ·to · 
look at 'it j:fr i yately, ·. t~g·ether as ~ fa.miiy before· making,: ~ny . decision~. Period. · _F~'na~ly, . --
~NN_ heard -:thei_r request . enough times I ·accepted i t'l and agreed to abide .by the clear rwishes of 
th~ steve~s ·farily -and pledged _not to ·_use the diary or .e.ven .allude to its existenc~ l1uritil - · 

· hearing bac;k from 't~e family. . · · · · Jl 

.. B~t 'th-~ ~tev~~l ~~~ily - ~as nev~r -g~ven that chance. I g~ess four days ~as <fs long Js CNN · · 
. . ' I . . . • ,j 

·could ·conttol the-mselves, so th~y just.we_nt ahead and use(:~ it. · e·ntire_ly because they felt 
.•. · J •. . ,. .. . . • • •• . lo 

like it . · Anderson· ~ooper didn't· .even bother to offer . any ·other explanation ·as . to wfiy the · 
· network J:>ro~e ·. ~ ts pro,nise. And only did so after bei_ng . ~ontacted by a ·repor-ter i ask~ng _about 

· · ·.the diary· cind_:tl)_ei;_ fonvol~ted _sourcing. fl .-_. 

. -.. - I - .. . . . 1 -
.Not a proud ·f!lometit in CNN's history, and I'd hope that ·many of the good people who work there 
a_gree. _ ... · . ._ ' . _ ' · _ [I 

. .. J 
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I . 

' I· .·1 

!I 

l! ..... 

----------~~------------------------------------------------------------~ .. ~:·~ ... --~---- · 
From: . . 

· . Sent: ·. .: :: · 
To:: 

· ~ubject: 

. ... . . .. 

.'. 

: · .. · ·. Entous, Ada~ I . · · . · 
· · Saturday Sr~m ber 22, 2012-7:11 PM · · · · · I I . · ··· · · 

. . Re: ON the Record . · . . 

CNN Statemeht·: · · ·.· . 

. .. . 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. . , . 

CNN d ~d not i ni ti:a 11 y ·report on t~~ . ·~xisten ce of . a . journal out of respect' for . the . family~ but . 
we. felt there · ~ere issue~ ~ai~ed .i'n the journal which required full reporting, which'! we ·did . .. ·. 
We , thihk the p~blic ·h~d a right to know . w.hat CNN. had learned. from multiple · so~rces a:~out the . 
fears · ~nd . warntngs 9f ~ t~rror t.hreat: before the Benghazi attack ~hich are now. raisi,ng . · ·· : 

· questions about why .the state. Department didn't do ·more to protect Ambassador Stevens and . . I . . . . . . ~~ 

·other u~ persornel. P~rhaps the. real question .here is why ·i s the State. Department now 
attacking the messenger. . ·. .· . · · . . . . .. . . . . · IJ-

. ·As .·we. said~ wei ha·d multiple sources on ·Anderson Cooper~~ re~~rt Wednesday night~x-a~bie~data- .: · 

detectors://~~L ·.tiNK TO Ol~~COM~http://CNN.COM/) ~TOR~_.~ ·. . !J ·- . ..., 

The reason we. ~1 timatE!'ly"· r~ported . on the existence o{ the journ·al was because . lea~s·:~·o ... media .. · .. , 
9rganizations· incorrectly suggested CNN had. not quickly returned the jour-nal, which ·we did; · · 

. We rea.che~ outl t? t~e family of ·Ambassador Stevens withi'ri ·hours of retr~evlng the jo;~rnal · arid . 
return·ed 1 ~ through a third party, within less than 24 hours from the t1me ·we .found ~1 t; ·OU~ 
.of respect to te f aiilil y; '· we .. hOVe not . quoted from or shown the journal. . . . I . 

·.. ~ent · fro111 IllY i~~on.~ · · j lji' 

22 2012 at . 3 : 03 PM ·: .. ~ 

.God bess Y.ou 

. . 
-----. Original Message --~~--------------------, 
From: · Ento~s~ Adam .[mailtq .·· ~~~r saturdav: s:ptembler _ '='22=-;-.-=-~e-:-:.1:-::2~.-=-=e3=-. :-=e-=-2-=P:':':M~ ....... 

SubJect: ~e: ~~ t e Record . 

It . will be f·r~l· ; in a se~~nd online·. . . . 

CNN Used Slain Env~y' s Writings· Against Family~ s Wishes · 

byline-bo~ . ·. 

By Adam Entous 

'11 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

,, ... 
I .. ,. 
t' · ·. 
! 

.b 6 
' b7C 

And Keach Hagey, · j . 

. :. · C~N · Q~tlined a personC:\1 journal that belonged ·to: the slain American ambassador. to . :· . 
.. Libya, Christ~pher Stevens~ and .. br~adca.st · repQr~~ based o.n its. cont~n~s against th~l wishes of. : . 
the · St~vens fa!1'ilY, according to r.elatives and State· Oepa·r;tnient .off1c1.als who were. ;asked to , 
intervene. by t~e familX. :1 
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H~C-9552 . 

. -
. . ~ . 

38 

. ·:. I! 



. CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed 
in an attack by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't clear 
exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador's writings. 

The episode marks a side dr.ama in the aftermath of the consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can encounter when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other government officials. Personal material important to surviving 
relatives represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. · 

CNN said on its website that it notified the Stevens family "within hours" that it had the 
journal. But the Stevens family then reached out to the State Department> which arranged a. 
telephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN.. ln that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news prganizat.ion to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens f~mily member and State Department 
officials. 

The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
media used it or alluded to it, saying the ambassador's ·personal writings belonged to them. 

Family members said they knew Mr. Stevens kept a ·diary but didn't know what was in the 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with a 
transc.ript it prepared from the journal. · 

State Department officials said they .then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
·itself to an Italian diplomat. in Benghazi. · 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats evacuated 
the city after .the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for the Italian . 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be handed over to American officials in · 
Tripoli. It will then be brought to the u;s., where the family will be able to take 

'possession of it ~ · 

Family members·and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept .. 14 conference 
call to hold off on .using the diary until the family had a chance t ·o review its contents. 1 

But family members .and.U.S. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper appeared 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper ·Said the ambassador was worried about se~urity ·threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 

A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the 'journal, but 
corroborated the information through other sources. 

Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Fr1day evening<x
apple-data-detectors://4> broadcast. He disclosed· the station had the journal and that some 
of the information he reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

«some of that information was found in a·personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting/, Mr. Cooper told viewers. ~~we came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the amb·assador' s writings . ., 

Sent from my iPhone 
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on Sep 22, 2012, at 2•58 PM,I 
~~------------------------------------------------------~rrote: 

In the meantime can you send me the whole story . 

Original Message --- r.;--:;;.....--------. 

From: Entous, Adam [mailtol I 
Sent: Saturda: September 22, 
To:l L I 
Suo)ect: Re:N the Record 

2012 02:57 PM 

Asking but that's not something I can control 

.Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:56 PM,! 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

~~--------------------------------------------------------~~wrote: 
Get it out from behind the pay wall! 

·Original Message -- -r--------...:....-----. 
From: Entous, Adam [mailto.L.I ________ ...J 

Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 02:53 PM 
ro·~ I. 
Subject: Re: ON the Record 

Trying to get it appended to the bottom after the-story posts. 

Sent from my iPhone 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:52 PM,I 

~~------------------------------------------------------------------------------~~wrote: 
Yes 
Every single word is my preference/ideal And as we discussed, it was when you sought comment 

----- Original Message 
From: Entous, Adam [mailto! 
Sen;: Saturday. September 2k2~,~2~0~1~2~a~2~:~5~e~PM~-...J 
To:L I 
SubJect: Re: ON the Record 

Can I post ~his entir~ thing under the story?· 

Sent from my iPhone 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

On Sep 22, 2012, at 2:09-PM,I 
L.'------------------------------~lwrote: 
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Given the truth of how this was handled, . CNN .patting the~selves on the back is disgusting. 
What they're not owning up to is reading Chris's diary before bothering to tell the family 
they took it. But that's understandable since they needed enough time to read it, transcribe 
it• and circulat~ it internally for even more people to read. Who transcribes a diary of a 
man who just lost his life serving-our country? When they finally called the family, their 
t iming was impeccable, .doing so .only shortly right after they witnessed his remains return to 
the United States.· Did this junior person say, ·Hello, I k~ow this l.s a terrible time, · but 
I'm sure you want your son's diary, where can we send it? ' Nope. They instead took th~t . 

moment to ask the family if CNN could report ~n its contents. Contents known only to Chris 
Stevens; and those CNN thought had· already decided had a right to invade his privacy. 

When the senio~most levels of CNN were finally reached, they needed to be convinced ~o do the 
right thing. But not before they took a second shot at convincing the family to let them 
report on the contents. A family member made it ~rystal clear they wanted Chris's diary back 
and wouldn.' t niake any .decisions until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, so they 
helpfully offered to send the family the transcript, to put a rush on it. · · 

It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time, that they wanted to 
look at it privately, together as a· family befor·e making any decisions. Period. Finally, 
CNN heard their request enough times, accepted it, and agreed to abide by the clear wishes of 
the Stevens family and pledged not to use the diary or eve·n allude to its existence until 
hearing back from the family. 

But the Stevens family was never-given that chance. I gue~s four days was as long as CNN 
could control themseives, so they just went ahead and used it. Entirely because they felt 
like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other explanation as to why the 
network broke its promise. And only did so after being contacted by a _reporter asking about 
the diary and their convoluted sourcing. · · 

Not a proud moment in CNN's history, and· I'd hope that many of·the goQd people who work there 
agree. 
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'· ,. 

· .. ··il 
From: 
Sent: 
To:. 
Subject: .. 

I I 
:alurday S:ptember-22 .. ·2012 5:36 PM ;·. · I_ _ 1 · ... .. , · 

b 6 Per DOS, FBI 
b 7C Per FBI 

· Ch~S~~ns · I 
. t · 

II 

' ' I • 

Wolf, we' ~e really hoping you had .no id~a thi"s was g~iiig on . ·.r .know yo_u. wel~. enough to know 
. you wouldn't ·have st ood for .this appalllng and-.·I believe unethf cal beha.vior. But: ma ~Y. ·. people · 
.ar_ound : you did~ · And ·t~ey ·made you a part of this 'whEm they gave · you the material ~o !'·report . 
on throughout .Thursday. · · .. ·. . · . . . .· · . · .· 

: · ;h.e be~ow doesJ 't e~e~ ... b~gin ·to descrfbe .h:~ dlsgusUn~ CNN' s ~ehavior h·a·s .'been over. the .last 
nine·.days : ' I· .. ~ betting you knew or met Chris Stevens~ and agree ·that he should not tl·ave ··been . 

·used like this.J . It's not what his family. wan,ted~ .. .. ·ll . ! . 

. · .CNN. Lis~d.siain Envoy· ~ Writings ~a~nst Family's WiShes 
The Wall ·s treet" Journal . . r. · . 

· ·. By Adam_ En~ous \And · Keach Hagey · · ' · . !I 
... ·. Sat, Se~ 22·,. · l912 .. ... . ..II 

htto·: I I online . ws·;; coml article/SB1990087239G39944389e394578e12473S29847226. html ?mod=WSJ h~p t:e · · 
. : ·.. . . .. . ~ . . . 

. :. . . : . . .il 
FTTopStodes· · /. 

CN~ obtained.,a personal journal, that belonged to the s;lain Ame_ri¢an ambassado~ to Ut;»ya~ . 
,(hri~~Qphe~ ·stevens, and broad(,:ast · rep~rt~ based on' it's contents. a~ains~ : th~· wishe~ ff t~e 
Stevens fa~ily,! according to r~latives ·and State oepar;tment offici_alS :wh~ -wer.e askedf to 
inter."':ene by tlie family. . · · ;. . . · . [( 

CNN. o.btained a.lpersonal . jo~rnal that belo~ged to the s:l~in American ~mbass~do~. to Li~ya~ , 
Chr~stQpber _ s_t~vens_~ . a~~ b~oad~ast reports· ba_sed ·on its _contents : a~~~nst. ~he ~ishes ~f thfi! 
Stevens_. f am1ly ,! . accord1.ng .. to relatives a~d State ~paf:tm.ent officials wtw were asked

8
:to . 

intervene by ttie family. · · . '· · .· · · · 1~ 

CNN obtained." t~e jou~nal ln .Bengh.azi·, where J:1r. Steven!s ·. and three· .other Americans w~~~e killed 
·in· an attack b~ :mili~ants on th~. American co~~~la_t~ 1~; the city on Sept •. 11. ~t wasn:j t clear 
exactly how .(:NN obta1.ned the ambassador· s . wn tlngs . · · ·. . . . ~ · .. ··I . . . . . . . . ·.;· . . -. . . . i, 

. The · episode inar.lks .a. s ide drama i11 :the aftermath .of th~ consulate siege al")d highlight,s 
questions news organizat~pns can encounter when ·they come across evidence also being! sought 

.. by law enfor:-ce~ent ~r other government officials . Pe~s:onal material iinp~rtant to surt iving- ·. 
relatives · represents an even-mpre delicate and unusual -dilemma . . . ~ 

;CNN said. on i~J .webs i te :that i~ .notified the .Stevens ~~~ily ~~~~thin hour~ " ~hat ·it had the 
journal. Qu.f· the Stevens. family then reached out · to the· state . Departm~!'lt~ .:; which arr~hged,: a ·· 
t -eleph9ne · conf~rence ~all between members of the. Stevens family and CNN •. In. that; ta~~-~ ·· t~e. 
f amily persona~ly appealed to the news organization t~ return· the journ~l anii to noti publish . 

·. or broadcast <l.~Y . of its content s , according to a Stev~ns family . member. ·and State Dep~rtm~nt : 
officials . ·: .I· . . · . · · .. · .. 1, :· '· . . . · . 1\ . · . 

T_he family told CNN ·during the ca~l that it wanted to·' ir~view ·the: J().i.ir.nal . before the inews 
media .used i t .dr alluded to i t, saying the ambassador'js perso'nal writings belonged tl'o them. 

' . . . . .• ~ . ' 

. I 
'• •I . .. 
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Family members :said they. kn~w Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't ~now ~hat was in the 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with a 
trans.cript it prepared from the journal. 

State Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
itself .to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats evacuated 
the city after the Sept~ 11 attack. The ·State Department had arranged for the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be handed over to American officials in 

.Tripoli. It will then be brought to the u.s., where the family will ·be able to take 
possession .of it. 

family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 ·conference 
. call to hold off on using .t he diary until the family had a chance to review its contents. 

But family members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper appeared 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar w~th Mr. 
Stevens's thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. ·cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 

A·spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the .journal, but 
corroborated the informa.tion .through other sources . 

. Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. He disClosed the station had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr.· Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some· of .that informa~ion was found in a ·personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting," Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and · 
notified the family. At their request, we returned . that journal to them. We reported what we 
foundnewsworthy in the ambassador's writings." 
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From: 
Sent: · 
To: 
Subject: 

Howie -

I l -
:day Seotem-..[ 22 2012 5:13PM 
I J 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I imagine given ·your close financial relationship .·with CNN you're not inclined to look into -
let alone report on - ·their .egregious behavior in this ~atter, as opposed to it happening a~ 
FOX or MS. NBC, ~ o I ' m passing it a lon.g for you to decide : 

· CNN Used Slain· Envoy' s Writings Against Family's Wishes 
The Wall Street Journal 

By Adam Entous 1And Keach Hagey 
· Sat, Sep 22, 2012 · 

' . 
http://online.wsi.com/article/SB10006872396390443890304578012473529847226.html?mod=WSJ . hpp LE 
FTTopStories · 

CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to Libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast rep~rts based· on its contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens .family, according to relatives ~nd State Department officials who were asked to 
intervene by the family. 

CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain'American ambassador to Libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens family,· according to· relatives and State Depart~nt officials who were asked to 
intervene by the family. 

CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed ·· 
in an attack by militar)ts on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't clear 
exactly how CNN obtained the ·ambassador·· s writings. 

The episode marks a side drama in the aftermath of the consulate s-iege and highlights 
q~estions news organizations . can encounter when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other ·government officials. Personal material important to surviving 
relatives repr~sents an .even-more delicate and unusual dilen111a. 

CNN sai~ on its website that it notified the ~tevens family "within hours'' that it had the 
journal. But the Stevens family then reached out to the State Department, which arranged a 
telephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member ·and ~tate Department 
officials. · · 

The. family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
.media used it or· alluded to it1 saying _the ambassador's personal writings belonged to them. 

Family members said they knew Mr. Stevens kept ·a diary but didn't know what was in the 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with a 
transcript it prepared from the journal. 
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State Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
i:ts.elf to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because u.s. diplomats evacuated 
the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could .be handed over to American officials i n 
Tripoli. It will then be brought to the u.s., where the family wiil be able to take 
possession of it. · 

Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference 
call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its ·contents. 

But family members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor. Anderson Cooper appeared 
to use the information ~rom the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thinking . 

. In that broadcast, .Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats .in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda.hit list. 

A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the journal, but 
corroborated the information through other. sources. 

Mr. Cooper addressed the question. of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. H~ ·disclosed the :station had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr~ Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some of that information -was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
.handwriting.". Mr. ·co.oper tol·d viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
.notified the fam~ly. At their request, we returned that journal .to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings." 
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From: 
Sent:. 
·To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

· .··. ·,.,' 

. -.~.- .. 

Re: WSJ 

I I · . ,; 
·.Saturday, September 22,2012 3:26-PM -. . . 

f I :. 

: :. 

· --.-- ~- O~igfn-~1 Mes·s·age --- ~-
. · Fr~m : Val ~a~k~vi~ -- ['inailtor---------------. • ·· 

2012 A3·24 pM· 

!!. 
b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

~ 
I 

! 

. I 
' 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Se~t-· Saturdav • Sentemhec 22 

~= I Cc:7=~~~~~~~~~~--------~~----~----------__J ' _Subject: Re : · WSJ ·. ··, · -

r 
... · . . 

Here .is'the art·icl~ .• I('appears to. be available ~nline: without· a log-in: ·If the~e i_s!an~hing 
else we can ·.do 'for _you, please let ine ·know. . · · • . . : . 

. . .. ! 

.. ', ~ 

CNN ~sed .~lain Envoy_'.s· Writings Against Family's Wi~he~ 
. ' 

. By ADAM ENTOUS 'And I< EACH ~GEY .. · · . , 

. CNN·_ obtained . a - ~er~onal · .jour~,al that ,beloneed to tbe. sl~in AmeriCan. ambasSador. to .Li~ya, · 
. Chns~opher ~teven~ ~- . an_d broadcast reports b~sed ·on - ~ ts --contents against· th~ wl.she_s pf the 
~tevens. family,! acco~ding . to relatives and State. Oep~_r-~men~ officia~~ -~ho ·were askedll to 

·:l.n~~rvene ___ by.:· the. f _am1ly ~- . · i .. · . · . . . . ~ 

CNN obtained _tJe.journal in Bengh~zi, where.Mr . Stevens ~nd - thr.ee · other Americans were killed 
in_ an att~_ck b~ mili:ants on. the American co~s~late in the city on Sept. 11. It. wasn1'!',t clear 
exactly how CNN ·obta1.ned, the ambassador 's wr1t1ngs. · · · t . . . . ' . ' 

· The. ~pisode ~ariks . a side drama ·in ·- th~ afterma.th of the ~~nsul~te ~ieie and . ~ighlig~tt : ' 
questions ne~_s !organiza~ipns can enc'ounter when they . come acr:oss evidence· also being] sought . 
'by la~ enforce~ent pr :'othe~- governmen:: , offid.als. Pef:-s~Hl~l material i'mportant to surviving 
. rela_tl ve~ ~~:pr.,sent~- _an eve~-mor~- dehcate a_nd ~ un.u~ual .. ~llem~a •. _ _ . : 11 · ... _ 

·. CNN said on -its. website -that . it· notified the Stevens family "within hours"· that it .had the 
· · t · . .. 'I · 

· journal. But the Stevens family ~hen reached out to t~e State · Oepartment, which arrarged a 
· ·telephone co·nf~rence ~al-l between· members _ of the. Steven·s family and CNN. In that _.ca~~' the 
fami~~ perso~~~ly. ap~ealed to the news organization . t~ retur~ the j~urnal and to ·no~ publish _ 
or- broadcast any of 1. ts . content·s, according to a Stevens faml.ly member-and State--ileP,artment 
offic_ials ~ I · . . · . - ; . -' · I . 
Th~ ·family . t~ld- CNN· during · t~e c~ll that. it · ~anted to ;r~view _the journai 'b~f<;~re the_ ~news 

. media used ~t - dr allu_ded"to _it, _saying the ~mbassador ';s: personal writings belon_ged )(~ them. 

-·Family m~mbers lsa1d. t -hey knew Mr. Steveris k~pt a diary but didn • t know what ~a$ il} ~he 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organ~zation initially provided the family w'ith a ~ 
trans_cript i t drepared from the· journal. . i! 
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. S~ate Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
itself to an Italian diplomat·in Benghazi. 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats evacuated 
the city after the Sept. il attack. The State Department had arranged for the Ital~an 
dip~omat to safeguard the diary until it could be handed over to American officials in 
Tripoli. ·It will then. be brought to the u.s., where the family will be able to take 
possession of it. · 

Fami.ly members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 co·nference 
call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its contents. 

But family members and u:s. off-icials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Co()per appeared 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a.source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 

. . 

A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report·diredly from the journa~, but 
corroborated the information through other sources. 

Mr. Cooper addressed the ques~io~ of the jou~nal and the C~N reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Arilbassador Stevens in his 
handwriting," ·Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to t~em. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador • s writings.·~ 

Best, 
Val .. 

Message ----- · ----- Original 
From:l 
10:1~-----------------------------------L----~ 

Cc:~---~--~--------~----------------~1 
Sent: Saturday, September 22, 201.2 2:57.:05 PM· 
Subject: WSJ 

I know you guys don't have the license,· ·but do you at least have a login or access to pull 
this for me? 

. http://online.wsj.com/article/SB100008723g6390443890394578912473529847226.htmi?mod=WSJ hpp LE 
.fTTopStories 

. 31 
HRC-9561 

b6 
b7C 



-.: . 
J ') 

· . .. 

;, . 

. , I • .. 
. w ' · 

.. From: Val Markovid.._~-:-----=-=-=~~~:-=~__,......J 
Saturday, September 22, 2012 3:25 PM 

b6 Per DOS , FBI · o 

· · Sent: 
To: 
cc: 
Subject: · 

. Hi._l __ __, 

I I . . 

Re:-WSJ ·· 

.. 

b7C Per FBI 
l 
I 

J ·.•.· . 

Here is- the article. I~ appears· ,to b.e available ~>nline without a log~ in. · If there isl' anY.th. ·_i~·g_.::: .. : ;.:.· 
else· We can d~. for you, please··:let me know·. I 

CNN ·Used Slafn Envoy's writings Against F.amily '·s Wishes . :·. 

By ADAM .. ENTOUS And KEACH HAGEY 
# :. ~ ~. : : 

. . .. '. ~ . 
. ·. •'li . 

:,..:. 
CNN obtained a per~onal. jo~rnal that belonged to the Slain American amb~ssador. to Li~~ya,; : ·. 

· Christopher Steve':ls, .. ard · broadcast reports based on its contents against_ the wishes ;pf the · · 

'• 

intervene by tbe fa11ily . . · : :. · . · 
. . ~ . . . 

.. Stevens famqy~· acc9rding to relatives and State Department officials who ~ere· .asked~ to . 

I . . . ·' . ., 
C~N .obtai~e~.- -the. journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens · and three other Ainericans w~re killed -

.. il") ·an attack. by .m.ilitants on the American consulate in the city· ·on Sept. 11. It wa:s~'·t c'le~r 
· ' .. exactly . how CNN _ob~a_j.ned. -the amb~ssador' s.-:·_wri tings. · ·. . _ . _ -, · . ,. .. _ . 

The.episode:·ma~ks _ a side .. drama in the aftermath 'of the:consulate siege and highligttts .. 

relatl.ves represents an even~more delicate and unusual ~ilemma. .· . · · . · · 

·questions · news I orl?anization~ can enco_unter when they ~OD,Ie across evidence . a~so bei'ng sought::· 
PY -la~ enforce~'nt or ·Qt~er governme!l~ C?fftdals. Pe~~()_na~ material important to ~tir,l"viving 

.. · .. ' , .. : - . ·. - ::·. . -. . . . . i . : .. -
~NN :Sai_d: .. on it;s website that. it_ ·notified ~he Stevens fC!~ily "within h~urs" that it ~a~ the 
)OUrn~l. But ·_, t~e Stevens fa!lll.ly the~ ·r~ached out to .the; State · Department, wh_ich ,arr~nged a 
telephon_e , conf;e ~ence c·an between members of the Stevens f _amily BJld CN.N. In th~t .. caJl, .-the , . . .. 
. family -per.sona'lly appealed ·to the news organization to return the · jqurnal and to n(lt · p(lblish · -- .:· 
or ~roadcast a1ny of its contents, according to a stev~ns family ·member and state· -pepartment . · · 
·officials . · · - · , . · : 

The family:told CN_N during the call that it wanted to;.r.eview the journal before thel,~ews . -. 

media used --~t ior allu~~-~- to lt,:- s~ying the_ ambassa~o~;~S. per.son~-~- writi~gs. bel~ng~~ t~ t~e~ . _.. _ .. 

Family .membe.rs said :they k_~ew :Mr .. ·stevens kept a diary -. but didn't know what was iti ~he . · . 
journal· _obt'airied .by CNN . The news organization initia.lly. provided the fa!llily· ~ith · ai _ 

_ ,trans~ript· it ~~cep~r~d. from t~e jour~al. . · ):: ~ · _ . _ · . _ . _ i .· _ _-,_--_.·· 

, ·:. ·State Department off1nals sa1d .. they then made arrangements for CNN ·to hand over tlie .d1ary 
: itself ~o .an .Italian_.diplomat in Bengha~i. :. · , · .. · 11 . ·:=':· -·. · l · · · · · ;. - . .I - . 

- · . . The -State Department enlisted _ th.e aid of the rtalia·n !envoy beca~se u.s. diplomats - ~vacuated 
..... t~e _cit_~ _ afte1 the Sept .. 11. attack .. :rh~ _state . Depart'?en~ ~ad arranged~ for 'tl:le·. I~~~i~a~ : . .

"dl.~lomat to s~feguard th.e- d1ary unhl 1t ·could be .. h~nded · (J.V_er to. Ameqcan off1c1al~ 1n 
Tnpoli. It w1l_l then be brought to· the U.S., where the family ,will be ·able to take . ~·. ,. 

poss·ession of , it ~ . - ·;- ~ · · . · _ - ~- _ -
- . :r - . II 

... .. famlly ::me!'lbers and State Depa~tment officials · said cr:m:. agreed : duri~g. the Sept.·, 14 konference ·_ 
I ·• .. • : .• • • • • ' • cl • 

call to.·.hold off on using the di ary until. the family ~ had a chance to -r.ev1ew 1ts_ contents. 
. : ··:·· I - .• - . , ·- · •· •' · · .. II · ' 

... _

1
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But family members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper appeared 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with ~r. 
Stevens's thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Be.nghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 

A spokesperson for CNN said the network ·didn't report directly from the journal, but . 
corroborated the information through other so~rces. · 

Mr. Cooper addressed. the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings .. 

"Some ·of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting;" Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, ·we returned that journal to .them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings." · 

Best, 
Val . 

. . .. 

~·--- Original Message 
Fro[·' 
To: 
Cc: L-----------------------~----------_j Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2012 2:57:05 PM 
Subject: WSJ 

I know you guys don't have the license, but do you at ·'!east have a login or access to pull 
this for me?. 

http://online.wsi.com/article/SB10009872396390443890304578012473529847226.html?mod=WSJ hpp LE 
FTTopStories 
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From: · 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

•. 

Thank yotl 

.1 I' 
Saturday,:September22, 2012 3:13PM 
Tara Palmeri · 

· Re: P6 

;. 

11 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b 7C Pe r FBI 

I 
.. I 

Given the keen .lintere~t Page Six has always had in · CNN· :& Anderson Cooper in parti~ul~r, I 
thoug~t they might find this interesting; especially since it's coming from . another fj1urdoch 
pro:perty. . I. . · I 

I •' 

I . 
·I ' m. in NYC next ·week for UNGA .. y~u a round? · 

CNN Used Slain Envoy·· s Writings Agclinst Family's · Wishes · 
The Wall .:s treet Jo'Urnal · 

By .Adam E~t9us jAnd Kea·ch Hagey . 
1 

Sat ·· Sep 22 2912. . . · .. _ · 1 
. I . . ~ I . . 

··htt j) :/I ~~1 i ~~ . ws; . co~;a rt :1. c lets B·taeaaS7239.639~44389e'3~S78~1l4 7 3 5~9~4 7226 . ·htm.!'?ni~d=~S J hpp L E 

FTTopStor~es . .' ·. · . . .. 11 ·· 

CNN ~~tained a per~onal journai that belonged to ttle s1ain .Amer:ican ambas~ador , to Li~ya, 
Christopher Stevens, and ·broadcast .reports .' based O!'\ it's contents .against the· wishes : of the . 
Stevens .family J :according to relatives arid State Dejni~tment officials who' were·~asked1 to 

. intervene by the family. . · ... · ·' . : · ··'!. · ' 
CNN. obta·ined. a I personal J.ou.rnal, ·that· belonged to the s

1

lain· Americ~n ~inb~ss.ador. to ~i:~ya, 
ChrHtopher. Stevens,. and -.broadcast reports based on i~s cont-ent~ aga1nst the WlSheS'"Qf the 

· Stevens f~m~iy ~ ac.cording to re~i;ltiv'es and· ·state Department. off~cials who w~~e asked, to 
int~rv~ne: by the family. . ' .'· . · .. · . · ·. .· . .. ·~ 

. ~NN· ob~ained . t~e journal in Benghazi, where Mr .. s~eve·ns · and three other ~ericans w~re ki.lled 
·in· an .attack ·- b~ .milit ants· on the American consulate in the city 'on-Sept. 11'. It ~asri1't clear ' 

· · · · . exa.ctiy how -~~~ ob~ai~e~ the ~m·b.~ssa.dor' s writings. .. '· : : . . · .... :.· ·: .· . . . · . ii . · 
The episode; mar.j ks a side drama ·in· the :aftermath ·of the . consulate · s~ege and highligh~s · 
questions .news orga~'i'zations dm ·encounter when they ttome across· evidence ·also being s9ught 
by law. ~n~o.rcerrierit o.r other· _government ' 9fficials. Personal material ~impor~.a~t to su1vi ving 
relatives represents an-even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. il · · 

CNN said o~.· .it~ ·w.ebs.~te that. it ~otified the stevens · ~ami.~y "within. hot.t'rs" that it ~ad the· 
journal .. But t?.~· Stevens ·family . then reached out· to t~e .. State Department, . whic;h a~r~nged. a 
telephone conf~rence call. between members of the .. Stevens family and CN~· ·. ~n tl:lat. cap, the· 
family '·per ~onally appealed to ,the .news organization to returr:' the journal and to no~ publish 
or · broa.dcast ·a~y of fts contents"· according to a stevens family memb~r and State Department 
'officials. · . · · · I · 
The family t o l ~ CN N du.ri ng the ca 11 th.at it wanted to:. review the joUrn.al. ,before . the I news 
media ·used i:f: or alluded to it, saying the ambassador's personal writings.' belonged, Jo them. 
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~qmiiY,: membe~s-lsaid. t _hey _kne~·:M~ .. Stevens k~pt a ~i~ry : but ~idn't know wh~t wa~· in :th~ 
· .. . ·-JOUrnal obta1ned by -CNN . . :The news organization in1t1allY. provided the famJ.ly Wlth a 

I ." .-

· transcript lt· prepared from the: jour.nal. . . . . · · .:. _- ' · . · .. l . . . : . .... . ' 
' S;a~e Oepartme1t o_fficials sa~d t 'h_ey then ~ade· ar~a~ge~~nts f~r CNN to hand over the t dia_ry 

itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghaz-i. · · . . . · . · 1 .• ,. 
· · ·... : · .. · .. r · . · · . . · · · ..... · :: · . . . ... -· ·, · · .-, · . · ··. · . 1 .. :- · . .. · · 

ThE7 Sta~e oepar.,tment enlisted_ the. aid .o~ the rt.al_i~n . ~nvoy because u.~. diplomats ev~c~ated · 
the city ·after·~re Sept . . ll attack. The State_ Department had arrange~ for the Italia~ : · 
diplomat to . safeguard the diary utit,il it could.-be .handed .over to· Ame~ican; officials ~n · 

: Tripo~i: It ,w_itl then b~ ··_brought_· to t he u.S., ' w~.~r.e· : th~ ·family . will ~e a~le t~ . t.ak~ ; 1· . . 

-pos_ses.sH,m of 1t. . : · . . · . . · , . -. : ·, .. 

· .Fa~i~y " member~·land State Departme~~ offi~ials sa~d .CNN. agreed during the ·sept·. ~4 c~'.l~~~~n~e · 
call to hold off on using t~e diary until the family had a chance to ~eview · its contents·. ... 

But f~mily .mem~ers and .. u .·s; . officials ~!Jere surpd~ed ~h~n. CN~ an~hor A~derso~ c~operll ap~e~red 
_:to· use.·the i~f9rmati_on from the journal by attributing it to a source . familiar .. wi ~h· ·Mr. .· 
_stevens.:s . ~p~n~ing. . l · . · . . ··I ·· 

. . In th.a~ broadcas\, · Mr . . Cooper said the ambassador was worried ai;)out secur:ity -thr:-eats in 
.a·enghazi and s~id · he beiieved he · was on an al Qaeda · hft .. list. 

'·A : · ~p~kesp~rso~lfor CNN said th~ network didn't report :~irectly from the journal;· but· .. 
. corroborated tie information through .other sources. . i. • . · · . . I 
Mr ~ ·.coope_r . addr,essed·':the question of the journai and the CNN report~ in ':hi~ Fr:-id~y '¢~en~ng 
broadcast . . He .. 9isclosed t.~e station had the journal arid :that some··of the infor_!lla.tion. he · . . 

. reported . on Wednesday · originate_d 'from Mr.- Stevens's personal · w.d tings •. · I ·· · 
. · .. · ·1 . . · .. ·. . · · ·: : · . . · I · ·· 
. .. S.o~e of th~t fnfo·r~ati'on was. found· __ in a person~l · jour_na·l .of -~bassador Steven_~ ~n--h~~ .· . ,. 
han~wfiting< ·~r: Coope~ to:d viewers. "We came upon. th~ .jour~al t.h~~~g~ ·.our :.reP-orting a~~_._.: 
not1f1.e~ the _ffmlly. At the1.r request, .we . returned .that .. Journal .to tf)e~. We reporte what we·· 
fo~n~ ·newsworthy in . the ambassad~r' s writings . " .;: ~· I .·· .. · · '. :: 

0 • I ' • 

### 

-- -- - -Original Message,-_.:.-.---
From: .Tara Palmeri · 
To:_O . _·. t . 
Sl!bject: · Re: P? . ~ :· . 
Sent:· Sep 22, 2012 9:35 AM .· l . ' . ' 
Hey!·· No-_- wqrrfe~. How· ar_e. you?. When will you- b.e in nyc? : . 
You can·~ send it to. me. ·and I can try to get it ,il1 for · yo~. If 

; . 
' 

I 
I 
' 

•. 

., .. 
( ,, 

., : 

.. I. 

i 

b6 
b7C 

..... 1 I but :she's 110t always the most responsi,ve. 
not .L..j ___ -..Jjat\ 

I b6 Per DOS. 
·a~st,.~ · · · J · .. 

. . ; 
T~ra· · .. 

~ ! 

~rom:. L::--:--:--~~~-~-~-=~..,..J 
Sen_t·: Friday, feptember : ~1, 201'J 11; 1'4 PM 

.· . 
p . 
! . , .. .. 

To: Palmeri, Tara; Tara Palmeri! 
Subj'ect: P6 · . '-------------l 

·. Hi there 
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Sorry to intrude on a Friday night after not being in touch for so long, but wondering who 
you recommend I go to to-shop an item to Page 6 
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· .. 
I 

· I 
.·.· 

· Froni: 
Sent: · 
To: 

·b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Cc: 
. · : Subject: 

·. I 
• f · ' ,1 ·. I 

.·· . . . 
; 

: ... Hi .Ari . 
'J ~ • • • • • 

. I. · .. / 
· .. 'you·· ve been · doipg t~e lord • s :work ·in calling · out the p~ess for egregious · behavi~r , . . t? great 
·. effect - I 'think. Helen Thomas would agree. · · · · · 

I k~~w ~~e;' re ~~~~ . ~~rta employer, but . this has been .. ~ disgusting: ·epis~de·. . r don '.t: know. if· 
yot(ever. w9rked with Chris Stevens., but he deserved··to 'be t'reated better· .than this. 

:Tf1o~ght ev~·~ ff you h~ve to· hold direct .f~l_"e o~ them;' ... ~ome of y~urf;le~ds .fro~ Y9Ur.lside. of 
the aisle .- people & . places. I'm not as f~millar with : . ~g~t be' in~e~es~ed . ~n seei~g ~exac~ly . 

. what happen.ed hrre w1th a network .~hat m1g~t not ·be th~i.r channel of cho~ce ~ · ,I past~d. ·.t:he .. 
·,full story at .pottom:· · · 1 . . I . . ·.:; I 

e· ou're weH 

.. \ " 

. . , . 

.. 
. ; . 

. ! ' 

CNN, Used ' Slain Envoy's Writings Against F~mily'.s Wishes 
The Wail Street ·Journal . 

. · : I . 

. By Adam Entous f'nd Keach Hagey·. 

b6 Per DOS , FBI· 
b7C Per FBI · 

. Sat,· Se~ 22, 2012 · 

·. : .. http : i.t o~·~i. ne. ,.,l i . c~m/ art i ~ le/ssieeees7 239639044389e3e4s 7s0124 7 3 529847226 ~ html ?~od=WSJ. Hpp fE .. · 

· FTT~pStories· l .. ·. · · . : . · ~ · . · . · ll · 
CNN .ob~aine~ a . perso~al journal that belonged to t~e . ~~a~n Ameri~an amba~sador to li~yaJ. 

·chrl.sto.ph~r· Ste~ens~ .. and broadcast reports· based on it.~ !conten~~ .agains·t 'the wishes: 9t ~he , · 
~tevens. 'fami~y 1 . .(acco~ding to relatives and Sta:te Depar~ment offici~~s wJ:l.o wer~ asked! to ···-

. ·. ~f)tervene .. by the faml.ly. . . · · ' · · 
. ·. . . '-;' . • .. ··. ' , . . . • . ·. : .. . • • ··. : •. . . . . . ·. . . • •f 

. .. ~NN . obtai~ed · a .p~rsonal journal that belonged to 'the slain American ambassador to L1bya., 
. .Chri stophe.r · s t~vens., . and broadcast reports .based on i ~·s· contents against the wishe~ . ~f . the . 
· ···.stevens family ,j a~cording to relatives and ·state Depar~inen.t officials who were as~edito · · 

' .interven~ by t~e .family. . . : ~· . ·. . I . 
· : .CNN· ?bt~ined· thl journal in:. ~enghazi, where Mr.-. Steven~ and three ·other Americans . wer;~ l<ille~ 

in an ~tta~k by militants on ·the American consulate i~- ~,he city on ·Sept .- · 11.· It wasn~ t . cle~r . 

e~acU~ ·how CNN obta~ned 'the a~bassado.r' s wri ting.s. . · .:. · . ~ · . II 

The .epuode marks .a side drama in the. aftermath of the: consulate s1ege and highhght~ . 
questions. 'news hrganizat:lons cari encounter ~he~ th~y .qln\e across evidence 'also:' being:l sought'. 
by 1~~ .enforc~mkrt ·.or oth~r gove~nment officials . .. Personal , ~aterial important ··to surlvi ving'· · · · 
relatives reprekents an even-mor.'e deiic'ate and unusu'al 'dilemma·. · · .. · . . , . 

19 · HR -9567 . · 
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I 
I 

~ : I 
. . . . .. . . . I . 

C~N said on its website that . ~ ~· noti f~e~ the ·stevens · family ."within · hours ... that it had the . · 
.journal.: .. But t~e Stevens ·famny: .. then .. r~ached out to. the· Staf~ Depart~nt~ wh~.ch arra~ged ·a. · ·· 
telephone conference call between members · ·of the Stevens .fam1ly and CNN. In that call!, the . 

. family . pers.ona*y ap~ealed to' the news organizatio~ . t9: ~~tur~ . t~e 'journal al')d to riot ~ publish 
or broadcast any of 1ts contents, according. to a Stevens•famJ.ly member and State Department 
officials. I , .. · · · .l · ~· . . 11 · 

. . . . . . .... . . ·I ,. .. :. . . . . I 
The family told:CNN during the call that it wanted to ('eview the journal before.the news 
media used it -tir alluded to it, saying the ambassador·~ ·personal )lllritings belonged t~ them. 

Famil~ men:tbers lsaid .th~y kne\il Mr .• · Ste~ens J<ept a di:ary : ~ut didn't· know .what ~as . ~n t~e . . ·. 
· jour~al obtained by C~N~ The riews .organization initial~y provided the f~ly with a 
. . • . . I . . . . 
transcnpt 1 t · P,repared from the journal. . :. 

· . ! . . I .. . . . 
. State Department .officials said they 'then .made ar:-ranget'n~nts for CNN ~o hand. ov .. e~ the II d.i.ary · 

.. itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 

l . . . . I 
. . . . ·. . . ~. I ' 

. The State Depar.\tment enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because u.s. diplomats evacuated 
'the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department bad arranged for the Italia~ . 
di~~om~t to sa~egu.ard th~ diary until it could· be· han~.~~ over to .American off.i~ials in ... · .. 
Tr1poll.: . I_t wi.l!l then be brought to . the u; s. ~ where ttie ;family will. be· ·able to .:take I 
p_ossess1on Qf ~t. . · · . . · j · · 

F.a.mi~y .members land Stat~ Department officials said ~NN:·· ~greed durirtg . the Sep~. 14 co~ferenc~ 
call to hold of,lf on using the diary until the family had a · chance to review 1ts contents , 

. . . . I' . It .· 
But ff!miiy m~m9e.rs and U.S ~ offic.ials were . surprised. wh~~ CNN anchor Anderson Cooper! appeared 
t .o use the. inf9rmation from . the. journa~ by attribu~ing. it to a source. familiar with Mr. 
Stevens '.s .thinl<ing. :.·1 . . -. . l . . ·. . j ' I' 
In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said.the· ambassador ~as ~rried abOut s~curity . :t:hr~ats in 
Benghazi :arid ·s~id he believe~ he was ·on an al Qaeda hit list. 

A 5.p6kesp~rs0n lfcir CNN said the network didn '·t report .~i.rectly froni the journal, bu~ 
.~or.~ob<?ra.t~dd,dtJe .. ~nformation through oth.e~ ·Sourc1.~-~ .. . i .. ·. CNN 

1 

h" F .d. . I 
1 

. 

. Mr. ·Cooper a ~essed the 'ques~ion of. the jo~rna . and th~ reports n 1s. r1. a~ e
1
ven ng 

broa .. ~~ast. He ~is closed ·the s~ation had the journal and :that so~e. of the informat1onl h~ 
:· reported on Wednesday origir:aated :from Mr . . Stevens's pe'rsonal wnt1ngs. I 

· .. "~ome . ~f t~at ~nformation .was· .. ·fQund in a ~ersonal j·~u;~~l.of Ambassa~Qr stevens ·in h.~s 
· h~ndwri:t'i ng, " Mr . Cooper told~ .'(iewers. "We ca11e. :.upon .. the journ·al through .. our.· rej)ortfhg ~nd · 
notified th~ f~mily. At their request, we returned .. that : journal to them.- ·we reported what w~ 
found .newsworthy .. in the ambassador's writings.... ·l· : . · I · 

· . -· I . . I 
### .. I 

... 
,:·. 

I 
( 

i 
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From: 
sent· 
To: 
Subject: 

Classification: 
SMARTCategory: . 

I I 
· · ·Maoda\c sentemnfr24-- 2012· s:oo· PM · · · I . 

RE: Phone Tag from Restricted at 03:49PM 09/24/2012 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Working 

b6 
b7C 

The best part is the majority of comments question why he would ever publish this and say he is the one who looks crass 
and ridiculous. 

Get ready for another CNN update. Wolf just said the Benghazi compound had a waiver allowing it to be under less 
security than normally required. Coming up after Cafferty · 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

Froml I 
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2012 4:46 PM 
T~t I 
Subject: Re: PhorieTag from Restricted at 03:49PM 09/24/2012 

Well then ... 

Fromd I 
~:ft: Monday. SepteJber 24, 2012 04:44 PM 

Subject: RE: Phone Tag from Restricted at 03:49PM 09/24/2012 

Claire Atkinson from the NY Post Business Desk. Looking for on or off the record comment about the dispute 
with CNN and e~pedally interested in your comments on Richard .Davis (CNN VP of News Standards and 
Practices) who she thinks is the person that convinced everyone at CNN to use the diary. Email -

I I _ 

om Restricted at 03:49PM 09124120 12 

Can-you pis listen to this and decipher for me 

----- Original Message-----
From: mai lbox@my .sirnulscribe.com { mai Ito: rna ilbox@my.simu Jscribe.com) 
Sent: Monday, Sept~mber 24,2012 03:54PM 

1 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

HRC-9569 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 



Tol I . . 
Subject: Phone Tag from Restricted at 03:49PM 09fl.4/20 12 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Helld lMY.. name. is. Claire at Kimson. I'm an immediate.r.ep.orter.ofJh.e N~i.l. pQg .!!l!~_i_~~~~-~~-·.X~.9-~iJ1g_ ~~!.Y~u:re o~S~. 
and I understand you might be able to help, do the honor of record about Richard Davis.I believe it's a guy who fraction CNN to use 
the materials from the diaries. I know you're very upset about. If you could catch the call time ad !Claire Kimson, New 
York Phase Business Stafll I Thank you. 

PhoneTag Voicem~il Message#7262Il645: 

(?)==The word is spelled phonetically, usually happens with names and places. 
(??)= Sorry, we cari't understand this wor<i or portion of the message. 

If you want to shar~ this liberating experience with a friend, simply forward off this link, and you will both receive 30 d~ys of free 
service upon their sigriup: · 
https://apps.simulscribe.com/signup/r/32903 

Thanks, 
Team PboneTag 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

HRC-9570 
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From: 
Senti 
Subject: . . . 

Follow Up Flag: . 
· Flag Status: 

I. 

r 

. Michael Aile~ 1 · · · . · . ~ b6 Per oos 
· :. Sunday, Seplember 23, 2012 8:05 !\ ' · II 

POLITICO Playbook, presented by Huawei'- 44 days to Nov. 6; 10 days·to Oebat~ 1; 100 
days to fi.scal cl!ff - ·MilT: CAMJ:>AIGN 'DOESN'T NEED TURNAROUND'- How fNN knew 
late ambassador's thoughts·- J.?K Rawling adult novel, 'The ·casual Va~ncy,' .or Thu. · 

~*~ I ·Flagged 
,I 

. .· . .I 
.. ~O~Y Q~OTES WO?DW~ in b~ack-and-~bite.ad out this a..m., "Mute .Button.~ Ma~~jnarrator:. 
·. Bo~ WoodwardJ the Washington ;post repoi,ter who broke Watergate, recently wtote that dunng st1mulus · 

·· ~egotiations, President Obama called.his Derriocratic leadership team-- Harry Reid, Naricy Pelosi. :~nd as 
·President ?b~a~spoke, Nancy Pelosi hit' the mute button. ~ent.ori.with th~ir m~ting, ignoring.th~ P.resident. 
.Not even h~erung to what he had to s~y. Ifhe cannot lead his oymp~y. how can he lead Amenca?",.Yo.uTube 
http://bit:ly/UFzfW . . . . . : . . 

·, ·:· .· I . . · . · . . i 

--BAC~TORY:: Leader Pelosi, headlining a Playbook Breakfast in Charlotte;. told us: "[:rJhat ~idn~t happen ..... 
Bob Woodward ~bared his documentation,-in an email to Playbook: "The muting incident was c4lted 'the . 
Speakerphone episode' in the White.House. From a taped background interview for ·~e Price ofPo.Jitics, with 

· a senior Obama a~s~tio~ official who was in the room ... :. 'There was a moment in J>elosrs office during · · 
. the Recovery Ac't[.~he·re w~ were [~mg] ~ get the enq game .... [1]he ~reside~t called arid was. on ~I . 

speakerphone, ·wliich Pelos1 muted .... so ~t.he couldn't ·hear them talking.,,. ij . 
, . . . . . . ·I 

. :STATE DEPT. A~CUSES CNN of "indefensible" invasion of. privacy in its handli~g of the j~ubat of . . 
Christopher Ste~enst the late U.S. ·ambassador·to Libya •. CNN.com reported yesterday: "Fo~ ~ys after he· 

. was killed, CNN found a journal ~longing to late .U.S. Ambassador to Libya Chris St~vens. The jo~al was . 
fo\md on the floot of the largely unsecured consulate compound wl1ere he was fatally wounded~··cNN notified.· 
Stevens' familya~out the:joumal within hol'rrs.after it was discovered and:at the family's request J>ro~id~ it to 
them via a $ird ~.'Thejoumal oonsists o(just sev~n.pages. ofhandwriting i~ ahard-bpund book.~For ~. 
th~junbassador's ~ting·s served as tips·about the situation in Libya, and in Benghazi ~ . .'particular. CNN took ... 
~e newsworthy tips and corroborated them with other S01JiceS.". • . : l. . . . I . . . . . . .. . I 
--Anders.oo Cooper 'reported· Wednesday night on."Anderson 'cooper ~60.0": "A somce fami~iarywith ·. 
Ambassador Stevens' thinking says that in the months before his ·death, he talked·a"'out being worried about . 
what he called th~ never~eQding sec.urity threats sp~ificaJly iri Benghazi. This: source telling us ·that ~e . 
ambassador specifically mentiot;1ed the rise·i~'Islaniic extremism, the growing .al Qaeda presenee in dibya, and 
said he was on an!al Qaeda hit list. .... What we don't yet know is why, given· an that'Aril~assador St~vens · 
thought, why he tta~eled with sue~ an apparently light security ~e~il, why hew~. at.lowed to?" · :1 

--Cooper follow~d up Fri~ay night: "The information for that report, like all of CNN'~ repo~lng. "{as 
care full~ .vetted. ~orne of tha~ inf?!fllation was fow:td in a p~rson~l jow:nai of amb~sador Ste~ens in ipis . . 
handwntmg .. We fame upon the JOurnal throug~ our reportmg and notl~ed the fanuly. At thelf ·~equtfst, we . . 

· return~ that Journal to. them. '?'e reported what w~ found ne"Ysvyorthy m ~e ambassador's wntmgs. :1.«\ report.er 
followed up on what we found newsworthy in the ambassador's Wrjqngs." . · ij · . 

-~Philipp.e Rein~J, senior advise~ .to · secretary .~f State Clinto~: "Wb~t [C~ is] not o~ng up ;~lis reading . 
and transcribing Ghris's diary:Well before bothering to tell the family or anyone else .that tht?Y took it:p-om the 
s•te of the· attack. lor that when they finally did tell ~em, they cbmpletely ignored the wishes of the 'family, and . 
. ultimately broke their pledge made to them only hours after they Witnessed the return to the. Unites S

1
tates of · · 

... ·. , Chri~'s remains. Whose, first instinct js to rem~ve from a crim~ scen,e. the diary .of a man killed· alon~:rth ~~ 
· . · · . . . .· . · 1 HRt-9571 



other Americans serving our country, read it, transcribe it, email it around your newsroom for others to read, 
and only when their curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call the family or notify the authorities? 

"When ••• CNN called [the family], they didn't say, •Hello, I know this is a terrible time, but I'm sure you want 
your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' They instead took the opportunity to ask the family ifCNN could 
report on its contents. Contents known only to Chris Stevens, and those at CNN who had already invaded his 
privacy. When the senior-most levels of CNN were finally reached, ... they took a second shot at convincing 
the family to let them report on the contentS. A family member made it crystal Clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris's diary and ·would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast enough for CNN, 
so they helpfully offered to send the family the transcript they'd already made and passed around, to put a rush 
on it for their own purposes. 

"It-was then made clear to them, for what must ·have been the fourth time in the same call, that "they wanted to 
look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions. Period. CNN fmally heard their request 
enough times that they had to accept it, agreed to abide by the clear wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged 
not to use the diary or even allude to its existence until hearing back from the family. But the Stevens family 
was·never given that chance. I guess four days was as l9ng as CNN could control themselves, so they just went 
ahead and used it. .Entirely because they felt like it. Anderson Cooper didn't even bother to offer any other 
explanation as to why the network broke its promise to the family. And only did so after being contacted by a 
reporter asking about the diary and their convoluted sourcing. How do they justify that? They have yet to even 
try to defend the indefensible., 

-CNN statement: "CNN did not initially report on tlie existence of a journal out of respect for the family, but 
we felt there were issues raised in the journal which required full reporting. which we did. We thi.nk the ·public 
had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about the fears and warnings of a terror threat 
before the Benghazi attack which are now raising questions about why the State Department didn't do more to · 
protect Ambassador Stevens and other US personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State 
Department now attacking the messenger. ... . · · 

"The reason CNN ultimately reported Friday on the existence of the journal was because leaks to media 
organizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which we did. We reached out to · 
the family of Ambassador Stevens·within hours of retrieving the journal and returned it through a third party, 

· within less than 24 hotirs from the time we found it. Out of respect to the family, we have not quoted from or 
shown the journal." 

--Drudge banner: "DEAD AMBASSADOR'S DIARY REVEALS THREAT WORRY" 

DEWEY SQUARE COMBINES WITH H+K, per an email from Jack Martin, global chairman and CEO 
of Hill+Knowiton Strategies, posted by-National Journal: "Dewey Square Group (DSG) will become a 
Hill+Knowlton Strategies company. DSG, one of ow- sister companies that becanie part ofWPP Group in 2006, 
will main~in its 9wn brand and continue to operate under its current leadership .... Joe Eyer, direetorofDSG's 
grassroots practice, ·will become head ofH+K's global pubiic affairs practice. Joe ... served as deputy campaign 
manager ... for Senator Joe Lieberman's presidential campaign [and] was an integral part of former Vice 
President AI Gore's political operation ... I have known DSG's founder and chairman, Chuck Campion, for 
many years, and I would like to welcome him and the rest of the Dewey Square Group team to the H+K 
family." · · · 

PAUL RYAN busted out a four-slide PowerPoint at yesterday's town bali-in Orlando: "Our Unsustainable 
Debt (U.S. Debt Held by Public as a Shade of Economy)" ... "Your Share of the Debt" .. . ''Who Funds Our 
Reckless Spending?" ["Foreign Holdings": 48%!] ... "How the Government Spends Your Money." See the 
slides. http://bit.ly/RJRjZ7 · · 
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j 
))RIVING THE; D~ Y- Tonight on· "60 Minutes,,. Pr~si~ent Obama talks to Steve Kroft and Mitt ~o~ey 
talks to· Scott Pelley. "60" released a preview of Romney: "[W]e'r:e tied in the polls. We're all within the margin · 
.of.error. We boubce around --week to week, day to day." · . · · · j' . I . . . . . 
·PELLEY: "You~re the CEO of this campaign. A lot of Republicans would like to know, a lot of you~ dqnors 
would like 'to kn6w, how do .y~u turn this tPing around? .you've got a little more than six weeks. Wh4t do you 

do7 . I· . . . · · ·. · J . · . · 

ROMNEY: "W~ll, it doesn'tneed .a· tum~und. We've got a ~paign which is tied with an inc~b~nt 
President to the United States." · · . · · · · :il I . ·. . 
PELLEY: "[A] fot of people were concerned about the video ~fthe fundi'aiser in which you talked Jbout the 47 

· ~ercent of the Aferican people who don.'t ?.ay taxes;" . . J 

ROMNEY: "[11hat's riot the campaign. That was me, right? ~ .. I've got a very effec~ve camp~~- It's doing a 
.very.goodjo.b. Brtnot everything I say. is elegant." . . . . !. 
BREAKING T~OUGQ:: Seth Meyers on "Weekend Update" on "Saturday Ni~t Live": "The 14.;.percent tax 
rate Romney pailf is LESS than the 20 percent paid ·by the average American. How did he pay such a low i'ate? 

.·.· He claimed 47 ptrcent.of Am~ricans ~ d~pendents.~' (Laughter] Vuleo http://bitJy!UFkllY . .ll · 
THE JUICE-I"jl.Y. Times col. 1, "AN EVANGELICAL. BACK FROM EXILE, LIFTING ROMNEY- . 
REED S~E.S ~ OPENING," by Jo Becker bt Duluth, Ga.: "Ralph Reed is clearly relishing his ~evival .... 
[S]oon he plans to unleash·a sophisticated, rnicrqtargeted get-out-the-evangelical-vote operation that! he believes 
could nudge·opeh a margin of victory if Mr. Romney canJ.Ceep the race close. The other day, · ... the II · · 

. preternaturally yputhful evangelical operative,' 51~ propped his black osqich cowboy boots on a coffee table and . 
made what he ·admits seems·an audacious prediction: that record numbers of soCially conservative eyangelical 
Protestants will fum out for· the first presidential ·election iD. history without a .Protestant on the Republican · 
·ticket. 'God,' he lsaid with a laugh, 'haS a ~nse of humor.~ ... . · · ~ 
. · I · . · · . . · · . il . 
"Reed has .... $10 million to $12 million from contributors across the Republican spectrum ... Thr~ years 
ago, Mr. Reed. fdnned the Faith and Freedom Coalition and began assembling what he calls the larg~st-ever 

. d~tabase ofrelia~ly conservative religious voiers. In the romiog weeks, he 5ays,. each of those 17.Ifnillion 
registered votersj in ·15 .key states will receive three phone calls and at least. three pieces of mail. Sev~n million 
of them will get e-mailand.text messages. Two ~illion will be yisited by one of more. than 5,000 volunteers. 
Over 25 ~~lion r oter guides will.be distributed i~ 117 ,~00 churches." http://nyti.ms/PWwNl G ~ .. 

BEIDND THE ~URTAIN- WasbPost 1-col.lead, "Ro~ney team is de.fiant, realistic: 'RIGHT IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THIS' - Advisers see a rush to judgment on campaign,~' by Dan Balz and Philip Rucker: 
."The mood armilid Romney's B.oston campaign headquarters· .. ·. is defiantly upbeat .. ·. 'Given evei)rthing 
we've gone thro~, everybody wants to· count this guy out,' sa!d Neil Newhouse, Romney campaign's pollster. 
'And yet the poll mnnbers don't do that:· The poll nwnbers put him right in the middle ofthis.' ... . Spme . 
Romney adviser~ acknowledge that the burden is on the candidate and those around him to quiet do,hbters inside 
their own_ p~ ~d elsewhe~, and to demo~s?'ate that they have a compelling message, along wi.~~ a strategy 
and the diSCiplme to execute tt .... . 'J'm reahstlc that Romney's·had a couple of bad weeks, but there's lots of 
time for him to ¥co~er,' sa~d a senior Obarna adviser .. . 'I don't want to give them n:tessage advic~~· srud one 
.Obama.adviser, ibut I think what's hurt them most is they have.n't given voters any reaso·n to ,vote for Romney. 

The question is: [Is it too late?' ... . . . . • . . . . . . . . l . : 
"Romney plans to hammer ••• Cbma 'cheating,' an aggress1ye stance hts strategists beheve will help htm m 
Ohio and across I the· industrial. Midwest. . ·.·. [l]n Northern Virginia, ... Romney is trying to close a aefi~it . ~ ~ 
among female voters by· stressing debt and government spending issues; The campaign is airing an ~d, 'Dear 
Daughter,' featuHng· a moth~r talking to her newborn about her. share of the federal debt, and advistrs said 
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similar ads are scheduied in the weeks to come .... 'We're going to stay on it and keep pounding it,' [Romney 
senior adviser Ed] Gillespie said. 'It may not be that it breaks through so much as it penetrates."' 
http://wapo.st/OjAVOr 

*•A message from Huawei: We've put $230 million into innovation in the U.S. and bought $30 billion from 
U.S. suppliers. And that's just the beginning. Learn more at http://usahuawei.com ** 

'THE FISCAL CLIFF COUNTDOWN ·in Playbook's subject.line, starting today, was inspired by Grover 
Norquist's Americans for Tax Reform, which last week posted: "100 Days Until Taxmageddon: Sunday will 
mark the start of the 100-day countdown to 'Taxmageddon' :-the date the largest tax hikes in the history of 
America will take effect (barring congressional action]. They will hit families and small businesses ... on 
January 1." http://bit.ly/SdFSTI 

AIR WAR- Boston Sunday Globe Al, "Election spending on local TV surges: Amounts so far 
significantly above total for 2008 races,,. by Erin Ailworth: "Can4idates, the groups that support them, and 
other special interest organizations have shelled out about $46 million on TV ads in Massachusetts this year
compared with $27.5 million in all of?008 ... [Bruce Mittman, preside·nt ofMittcom, a Boston advertising and 
marketing agency] estimated that the US Senate raee in Massachusetts between Scott Brown and Elizabeth 
Warren has accounted for roughly half the money spent in the Boston television market, while the Obarna 

. campaign and its related special interests groups has probably doled out about $12 million to $14 million on 
Massachusetts stations to:reach New Hampshire voters ... The Romney campaign and associated groups, 
Mittman figmoo, has probably spent $6 million to $7 million .... Little money from third-party political 

.advocacy groups has flowed into the Senate race since [Scott] Brown and [Elizabeth] Warren in January 
pledged to keep such groups from advertising on their behalf. . . . · . . 

"Earlier this month, the conservative YG Action Fund began a $799,000 television ad campaign against 
embattled US Representative John Tierney~ who is running for reelection against Republican Richard R. Tisei. 
Tierney has come under scrutiny since his brother .. in-law was linked to a gambling ring, and Tierney's wife 

·pleaded guilty to aiding and abening in the filing of false tax returns .... The ads- nearly 400 of them- focus 
onthe illegal gambling business run by Tierney's brother-in law, and were scheduled to run during football 

· · games and other programming through last week ..... Obama's reelection campaign has bought ~ds on all the 
major local Boston stations ... as well as at WMUR-TV Channel9 in New Hampshire-· dropping thousands 
and tens of thousands on each contract. ... Romney has eschewed the Boston stations so far, but has purchased 
ads at WMUR., Behind pay wall · . 

COMING A1TRACTIONS- The New Yorker, "Profiles: MUGGLEMARCH -- J. K. Rowling writes a 
realist novel for adults,,. by Ian Parker: ''In the spring, nearly five years after the appearance of the seventh, 
and final, Hany Potter novel, Little, Brown, Rowling•s· publisher, announced 'The Casual Vacancy,' and 
offered a glimpse of~e plot: an idyllic English town named Pagford; the death of a man named Barry; a parish
council election .... 'I have drawn a map ofPagford,' Rowling told me when we met, in late August. 'It's one 
of the first ·things I did.' We were not speaking in her Edinburgh house, or at her country place ... or in her 
home in an expensive part of west London. We were at her office, which occupies an urunarked Georgian 
building on a handsome street in central Edinburgh ... The office has high ceilings, Turkish rugs over wooden 
floors, figurative oil paintings by modem Scottish artists, and the air of a s~all but very well-funded embassy. 
Accort:ling to the London Sunday Times, Rowling is worth nine hundred million dollars .... (Neil Blair, her 
agent, told me, "She tal<es a lot of time getting it r~ght and then hands in a book that doesn't need much 
editing.")... . 

4'1 read 'The Casual Vacancy,' which is five hundred and twelve pages long, in the New York offices of 
Little, Brown, after signing.a non-disclosure agreement .. . Within a few pages, it was ~lear that the novel had 
not been written for children: 'The leathery skin of her upper cleavage radiated little cracks that no longer 
vanished when decompressed.' A little later, a lustful boy sits on a school bus 'with an ache in his heart and in 
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his balls.~ But reviewers looking for echoes of the Harry Potter series. will find th~m. ''Ilte. Casual Vacancy' 
describes young people coming of age in a place divided by warring factions, and t}le.deceased cou~cil member, 
Barry Fairbrother~ · .. . had the·same virtues, in his world, that Harry had in his: tolerance, constancy, a 
willingness to act. 'I think there is a through-line,' Rowling said. 'Mortality, morality, the.two things that I 
obsess about.' 'The C~ual Vacancy' is ... a rural comedy of maruters that ... builds into black melodrama. . . . · 
Most of the families include troubled teen.S. Barry's civic influence is revealed. by his departure, rather as 
George Bailey's is in· 'It's a Wonderful Life. ' ... 

"This is a story of class warfare set amid semi.-rural poverty, heroin addiction, and teen-age perplexity and 
sexuality. It may be a while before we're accustomed to reading phrases like 'that miraculously unguarded 
vagina' in a Rowling book, and.public response to 'The Casual Vacancy' will doubtless include scandalized 
objections to the· idea of young Harry Potter readers being drawn into such material. 'There is no part of me that 
feels that I represented myself as your children's. babysitter or their teacher,' Row ling said. 'I was always, I 
think, completely honest. I'm a writer, and I will write what I want to write .... It's been billed, slightly, 8S a 
black comedy, but to·me it's more of a ~mic tragedy ... In my head, the working title for a long time was 
., Responsible,' bec!luse for me this is a book about responsibility.' . . . · 

"Two years in, she picked up the s~dard British handbo~k for local administrators. ' I n~ed it to check 
certain abstruse points. And in there I came across the phrase "a casual vacancy." Meaning, when a seat falls 
vacant through d~ath or scandal. And immediately. I knew that that was the title . ... I was dealing not only with 
responsibility but with a bunch of characters who all have these. little vacancies in their lives, these emptinesses 
in their lives, that they're all filling in various ways .... And it's death .. . the casualness with which death 
comes do'Wil. You expect a fanfare, you expect some sort of pathos or gran~eur to it. .. . [T]he first big death I 
. ever suffered ·was my mother's, and it Was that that was so shocking: just gone."' http://nyr.kr/RLizS4 

ABOUT.LAST.NIGHT: A low-key Chicago b'day forObama for America's Sharon Yang-- and.sendofffor 
newly minted Chilicothe; Ohio, comrns director Frank Benenati. Sushi Benenati is looking forward to another 
Midw~stem move. SPOTTED: Hari Sevugan, Kara Carscade~ Rachel Racusen, Ben LaBolt, Matt Bevens, 
Tom Reynolds, Lis Smith, Jacob Leibenluft; Aaron Sherman, Peter Bondi and m~yothers. (hat lip: Frank B.) 

BIRTHDAYS: t'!i-athlete Daisy Hanna Schuurrnan (hat tips: Lily, Lucy, Nora) . ... Maria Karl (hat tips: Emily, 
Anna) ... Sean Spicer, RNC conununications director, who celebrated last night with his wife, Rebecca, by 
having drinks at Juleanna Glover's with Blain Rethmeier, Jake Tapper, Erik Smith and others ... Nick Everhart 
of Strategy Group Media (hat tips: Burns, Hohmann) ... Close Up Foundation's Maura O'Brien ... Rhode Island 
Republican Assembly's William Ricci .. :U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay (hat tips: 
Patrick Gavin) .. . Mickey Rooney is 92 ... Julio Iglesias is 69 ... Bruce Springsteen is 63 (hits AP) 

BIRTHDAY TOMORROW: Will Booher is 31 (hat tip: Sean Miles) ... Jason Putorti, co-founder, Votizen· ... 
proud Homed Frog Courtney Jay of CBS' Face the Nation turns 24, celebrating tonight with friends and family 

· at LQcall6. (Homed Frog tips: Bob Schieffer, Andrea Drusch, Allison Branca) ... TUESDAY: Dena Kozanas, 
legislative director for Rep. Candice Miller (hit Tim Murtaugh) 

**A message from·Huawei: We've put $230 million into innovation in the U.S. and bought $30 billion from 
U.S. suppliers. And that's just the beginning. Learn more at http://usahuawei.com ** 
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ROMNEY ·QUOTES WOODWARD in black-and-white ad out this·. a:.m. , ~~Mute Button.'' Male narr~tor: 
""Bob Wood~ard, jthe Wasti~ngton Post reporter who ·broke Wa.tergate, recently wrote that jduring 
stimulus negotiations; President obama called his Democratic leader ship team :. ;.. Harry Reid, 
Nancy Pelosi. And as President .Obama spQke, .Nancy Pelos.i hit the mute button. Went .ori with 

.their ~eeting, lignor~ng ·the president .. N~t even listeriing .to w~at he had· to say. If fie. canno~ 
lead h1s ~. party; how can he lead Amer1ca?" YouTube ·http : //blt.ly/UFzfy9 J 
--BACICSTORY: ·L~.ader·Pelosi, headlining a Playbook Breakfast iii Charlotte,. told us : 14[T]hat 
~id~'t liappen.'j"Bob Woodward shared his documentation, in an email .to Playbook: "Thei!muting 
1nc1dent· was. c~lled ~the Speakerphone episode' in the White House. From a taped background 
interview. for !The ·Price of PolitiCs" with a senior Obama administration offic.ial who ~as in· 
the room- : ~There was a moment in Pelosi's office. during the Recovery Act. where we~ were 
_[tryi~g] . to. ge~ the end g~me ·- [T]he presi~ent' called and was on . a speakerphone, whifh Pelosi 
muted -· so tha~ he couldn ' t hear them ·talkl.ng."' . . · I · 
STATE DEPT. AC<!USES CNN of .-cindef.ensible" 'invasion of 'privacy in i.~s . handling of the, journal. 
of Chris.topher. lstev~ns, the late· U.S. ~mbassador. to Libya . CNN.com reported yester.cia( ~'Four 
days afterhe was kllled, C~N fot.~rid a Journal belonging to late u.s. Ambassador to L~by~ 
Chris· ~teve~s . jthe journ~l :was found on. the floor of the largely uns.ecured corysulateJ compound 
where he wa~ f~tally wounded. CNN notified Stevens' family about the journal ·within ~ours 
after it was discovered and at the family's request provided it to .. them via ·a third party . 

I . . .. . 
The journal corysists of. just seven pages ·of handwriting in a hard-bound book.· For CNN, the 
aJ!lb~s.sador' s w~itings ·served .as tips about the situation in libya, and in Benghazi ir 
particular. CN~ took the new~worthy 'tips and ·corroborated them with other sources .n ~ ... 
- ... Anderson .CQo~.er reported. Wednesday night o.~ ~~Anderson . CoQper 360°": "A source fain~~iar ~it.h 
Ambassador·. St~vens • thinking says that· in the months befor.e his death, he talked abo~t being 
worried · about J,h'at he called the .never-ending security· ·threats specifically in BengHazi. This 

. s~urce telling us that the ambassador specifi~ally mentioned the rise · i~ Isl~mic ex<remism, 
the ·growing al ·Qaeda pre sence in Libya, .and said he was on anal Qaeda hit list. - What w~ . 

. • • . •I 
.don't yet know is why, given all tt,l.at Ambassador Stev~ns thought, why he ·traveled wi·th such 
an. appar:-ently ,light sec;urity . detail, why he was allowed to?" . . o' ~ 
--Cooper .follo~ed up Friday night: ·c'The: information for that report, · like all of CNN' s · 
reporting, wa~·l carefully · vetted. Some of that in~ormat~on was _found in a personal j~urnal . of 

... ambassador St~vens in his han'dwr.iting . . We came upon the journal through our report~ng and . 
. · ~ ·not~ fied the. f~milf • . At t .heir request, we returned that journal· .to them,. We ·repo~te~ ~hat· we . 

found newswort~y in the ambassador's· writirigs., A reporter followed up on ·what we TO~nd 
·:·newsworthy in.the ambassador's writings.~~ . · ._. · ij · 

--Ph1lippe ~eih~s, .senior adviser to secretary ·of State Clinton: · . c~what [CNN· is] not ,owning .up 
to is .reading· ~nd transcr ibing Chris's diary well before bothering to tell the famqy or . . 
anyone ·else that they took: 'it from the site of the attack . . Or that when they finally did 
tell them,. they comp~etely ignored the wish~s of the family, an~ ultimately broke ~~eir . 
pledg~ made to! the"l. only hours after they wit~essed the r eturn to the Unites · States 

1
1of 

C~ris's . remain~. Whose first instinct is to remove from a crime sce~e the diary of a man 
killed along . with three · other Americans serving our country, read .. it~ ·transcribe it ~ . eqtail.· it · 

.around your ne~sroom for others to r·ead, and only when · their curiosity is fully sat~sfied 
tHinks to call~t~e fami: y .or notify the authoriti es?· . . ;1 :. 
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11Whe·n ·- .CNN cal~led [the family], they-didn't say, 'Hell~, _ ! know. this is .a terrible J.ime, but 
r•m sure you wa'nt your son•.s ·diary, where do you ·want it . sent?' They instead took th~1 · 

• · J · · · ' ol • 
o~portunity to a sk the family if CNN could report· on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, ~nd those at CNN who had already invaded nis privacy. When the senior~most 
levels of CNN w~re finally reached, -· they took a second shot at convincing the family to let 
t~em repor~ ~n ~~~ ~onten~s. A_family member made it ~r~stal clear_ directly· to CNN t~at they 
wanted Chns , s (h.ary and would !)Ot mak~ any other deCI.S1ons until then . But. that wast), 't -t:ast 

. enough for CNN,I so .they helpfully offered .to send the family the transcr ipt they'd allready 
made and· passed~ around, to put a rush .on it for their own purposes. . . · ;I 
urt was then ma1de-. clear to th~in, for what must have been ·the fourth time in the same \call, . · 
that t~ey wante~ to look at it pr~vately, together as a family before making any dec~sions •. 
Period. CNN fin~lly heard their request enough times that they had to accept it, agrJed to 
abide by t~e ~l~~r .wishes o: th.e. s~evens family, and p~~dged not to use .t~e dia:y or ~even : 
a.~~ude to 1. ts e~J,stence. untll ·h~ar1.ng back from ~he fam1ly. But. the .Stevens · faml.ly w~~ never 
~.1ven that chanp:!. I gues~ four ~ays· was as long as CNN c~.uld. control themselves, ~o_ !lthey 
JUSt w~nt aheadj and used 1t. Ent1.rely because they felt hke 1t. Anderson ~ooper · d1d~'t e.ven 
bother to offe~ any other explanation·as·to why th~ net~ork broke its prom1se to the:,family. 
And only did: so

1 
after being _contactedby ~reporter asking about the d~ary and their ; . 

. convoluted SQ~rcing. How do they justify that? They have yet .to ·even try to defend the 
indefensible." I . · . . · . · · j 
- -CNN statem~ntl•: "CNN did not initially report on· the eXistence of a journal out of ~espect 
for ·the family# but we felt .there were. issues raised in· the journal which required fy,ll 

· reporting, which we did. We thlnk ·the public had a right to know what CNN had learne~ from . 
multiple source's about ·the fears a11d .warnings of-a terror threat before the Benghazijlattack · 
which are now rkising·questions about why the State.Oepartment didn't do more.to protect . 
Ambassador Stev~ns · and other us pers6nnel~ Perhaps the real question h~r~ is why i~ the _State 
Department· now . ~ttacking the messenger. ·- "The reason CNN · ultfmately reported Friday ~on the · 
existence~f th~ journal was because leaks to media .organizations incorrectly suggested CNN 
ha~ ·not quickly~ returned the· jpurnal, which we did. We reached out to the family of il . . . 
Ambassador Stevens within hours of retrieving the journal and returned it through a ~hird 
party, within l~ss than 24 hours f'rom the time. we found .it. Out of respect to. the farrtily:, . we 
have not quoted: from or shown the . journal." . . . ·. II 
--~_rudge banner:: uDEAO .AMBASSADOR'S DIARY REVEALS THREAT WORRY" . ~ · 
DEWEY SQUARE COMBINES WITH H+K, per an email from Jack Martin, global chairman and CEO of 

· Hill+Knowl ton sjtrategies, pos~ed by National Journal: "Dewey Square G.roup (DSG) will II become · a . . 
. -Hill+Knowlton s

1
trategies company. D~G,_ one of our sister companies that beca.me part · ?f WPP 

Group in 2006, will maintain its own brand and continue to operate under its current;! · 
leadership .... . Jbe Eyer, director of DSG' s grassroots practice, will .become head of Hh • s .. 
global public ·arfairs practice. J~e ;.... served as deputy c~mpaign manage_r ... for Senator Joe 

. Lieberman's pre,sidential campaign [and l was an integral part of forme.r Vice President Al 
Gore's politica•l operation .... I have ·known DSG' s founder an'd chairman, Chuck Campion, ~ for many 
yee~rs, and. I wo1uld like to welcome · him· and the rest of the Oewey Square Group team t~ the H+K 

::~~1~v~bus~e!d - out~ 'four-slide P~werPoint .at yesterday's town hali it~ Orlando: "O~r 
Unsustainable D

1
ebt (U.S. Debt Held by Public as a Shade ·of Economy)" _. .. ~ '~our: Share of the 

Debt" _ ~'Who Funds Our Reckless Spending?" ·["Foreign Holdings": 48%!] - "How the .. Gov.~rnment 
Spends Your Mon1ey.,,. See the s~ides. http://bit . ly/~JRjZ7 · DRIVING. THE DAY- Tonight bn .... 60 
Minutes,,, Presi1dent Obama talks to · Steve Kroft and. Mitt Romney talks to .Scott Pelle·y11. "60" 

. released a prev~iew of Romney : "[W]e're tied in the polls •. We're all within the margih of · 
error. We bounc'e around ;. - week . to week, day to day. II . . 'I 
PELLEY: :~ou're: the·· CEO of this campaign. A lot of Re.publicans would like to know, a: lot of 
your donors ~ould like to know, how do you turn this thing around? You've got a littie more 
than ·six .weeks ·I What do you do? ·. · .. · . · j · 

· ROMNEY: .. 'Well, •it doesn~t need a turnaround·. We've got a campaign which is tied withl an 
incumbent Presi1dent to the United States." · I 
PElLEY.: .... [A] ldt' of people were concerned about the video· of the fundraiser in whicn~you . 
te~lked about th1e 47 percent· of the American people· who· don • t pay taxes.,, . . · 
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ROMNEY: "[T]hat's not the campaign. That was me, right? ... I've. got a very effective campaign. 
It's doing a very good job. But not everything I say is elegant • ., 
BREAKING THROUGH: Seth Meyers on ~'Weekend ·update"· on nsaturday Night live'~: uThe 14. percent 
tax rat'e Romney paid is LESS than the.'20 ·percent paid by the averag·e American. How did he pay 
such a low rate? He c !aimed 47 percent of· Americans as dependents.,, [Laughter] Video 
http://bit.ly/UFkilY THE JUICE - N.Y. Times col. 1, uAN EVANGELICAL BACK FROM EXILE, LIFTING 
ROMNEY - REED SEES AN OPE.NING," by Jo Becker in Duluth, Ga.: uRalph Reed is .clearly relishing 
his revival. ... [S]oon he plans to unleash a sophisticated, microtargeted get-out-the
evangelical-vote operation that he believes could nudge open a margin of victory if Mr. 
Romney can keep 'the race close. The other day, _ the preternaturally youthful evangelical 

· operative, Sl, .propped ~is black o~trich c~wboy boots on a cotfee table and made what he. 
admits seems an audacious prediction: .that record numbers of .socially conservative 
evangelical Protestants will turn out for the first presidential ·election in history without 
a Protestant on the Republican ticket. ~God,' he said with a laugh, chas a sense· of humor.' ... 
"Reed has ... ue million to $12 million froll . contributors across the Republican spectru• '" 
Three years ago,- ·Mr. Reed formed the Faith and Freedom Coalition and began assembling· what he 
calls the. largest-ever database of reliably conservative religious voters. In the coming 
weeks, he says, each .of those 17.1 million registered voters in 15· key states· will receive 
three phone calls and at least three pieces of ~ail. Seven million of them will get e-•ail 
and text messages. Two· million will be visited by one of. more than. 5,880 volunteers. ·over 25 
million voter guides will be distributed in 117,800 churches." http://nyti.ms/PWwNlG BEHIND 
THE CURTAIN -- ·washPost 1-col. lead, uRomney team is defiant, realistic: ~RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THIS, -- Advisers see a rush to judgment on campaign;" by Dan ·Balz and Philip Rucker: . '~he · 
mood around Romney's Boston campaign headquarters ·- is defiantly. upbeat ... cGiven everything 
we've gone through., everybody wants to count this guy out.,' said Neil Newhouse, Romney 
campaign,s pollster. 'And yet the poll numbers don't do that. The poll numbers put' him right 
in the middle of this.' ... Some Romney advisers acknowledge that the burden is on the 
candidate and those around him to quiet doubters inside their own party and elsewhere, and to 
demonstrate that they have a compelling message, along with a strategy and the discipline to 
execute it. ·- cr.'m realistic that Romney, s had ~ couple of bad we.eks , . but there s l<;lts of 
time for him to recover,, said a. senior Obama adviser ... ~r don't want to give them message 
advice,' said one Obama adviser, 'but I think what's hurt them most is they haven '·t given 
voters any. reason to vote ·for Romney. The . question is: Is it too lateF ... "Romney plans to · 
hamm~r -·China 'cheating,' an aggressive stance his strategists believe will help him in Ohio 
and across the industrial Midwest. ·-· [I]n Northern Virginia, ... Romney is trying to close a 
deficit ·- among female voters by stressing debt and government spending issues. The campaign 
is airing an ad, 'Dear Daughter,' featur;ing a mother talking to her newborn about her. share 
of the federal debt, and advisers said similar ads are scheduled in the weeks to come .. ... . 
cwe,re going to stay on it and keep pounding· it,, [Romney senior adviser E~] Gillespie said. 
'It may not be that it breaks through so much as it penetrates,,, http://wapo.st/OjAVer **A .. 
message from Huawei: We've put $230 million into innovation· in the U.S. and bought $30 
billion from U.S . suppliers. And that•s just the beginning. Learn 11\0re at 
http://usahuawei.com<https://my1J1ail.acc- · 
email.com/owa/redir.aspx?c~FleJMzc9FkKF7fUMKFbM120nzslsbM8Ie1BeQUZziErtF7seskhmMoeLBtWgn
GUo4RW6-Vbjc0.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fmymai!'.acc
email.com%2fowa%2fredir.aspx%3fC%3dCVdoKaT5rk00HWJCQ_pi2aYl_nEOa88INHZvQjwUTbWF93w7HrYPakiC6~ 
yhho8pu7eEXgVfopQ.%26URL%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fusahuawei.com%252f> •• THE FISCAL CLIFF 
COUNTDOWN in Playbook's subject line, starting today., was inspired by Grover Norquist'S 
Am.ericans for Tax Reform,. wf1ich last· week posted: u100 Days Until Taxmageddon: Sund.ay will 
mark the start of the 189-day countdown to ~Taxmageddon' - the date the largest tax hikes in 
the history of America will take effect [barring congressional action]. They will hit 
families and small businesses ... on January l.P. http://bit.ly/SdFSTl ·AIR WAR -- Boston Sunday 
Globe Al, "Election spending on local TV surges: Amounts so far significantly above· total for 
2008 races," by ·Eri!1 ·Ailworth: "Candidates, the groups that support them, and other special 
interest organizations have shelled out about $46 million on TV ads in Massachusetts this 
year - compared with $27 . 5 million in all of iees ... (.Bruce Mitt.man, president of Mittcom, a 
Boston advertising and marketing agency] estimated that the US Senate race in Massachusetts 
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between Scott Brown and Elizabeth Warren has accounted for roughly half the money spent in 
the Boston television market, while the Obama campaign and ~ts related special int~rests 
groups has probably doled out about $1lmillion to $14 million on Massachusetts stations to 
reach New Hampshire voters ... The Romney campaign and associated groups, Mittman figured, has 
probably spent $6million to $7million. _; Little money from third-party political advocacy 
groups has flowed into the Senat~ race since [Scott] Brown and [Elizabeth] Warren in January 
pledged to keep such groups from advertising on their behalf. -· "Earlier this month, the 
conservative YG Action Fund bega·n a $799,eaa· television ad campaign against embattled US 
Representative John Tierney, who is running for reelection ··against Republican Richard R. 
Tisei~ Tierney has come under scr utiny since his brother-in-law was linked to a gambling 

·. ring, and Tierney's wife ple.aded ·guilty to aiding and abetting in the filing ·of false tax 
returns .. ~.The ads - nearly 408 of them - focus on the illegal gambling business run by 
Tierney's brother-in law, and were scheduled to run during football games and other 
progr~mming through last week • ... : Obama' s reelection campaign has bought ads on all the major 
local Boston stations ... as well as at ~UR-TV Channel 9 in New Hampshire - dropping thousands 

. and tens of thousands on each contract .... Romney has eschewed the Boston stations so far, but 
has purchased ads at WMUR." Behind pay wall COMING ATI~ACTIONS -- The New Yorker, ((Profiles: 
MUGGLEMARCH -- J. K. Rowling wr.ites a realist novel for adults," by Ian Parker: 44In the . 
spring, nearly five years after the appearance of ·the seventh, and f:lnal, Harry Potter novel, 
Little,· Brown, Rowling's publisher, announced 'The Casual Vacancy,' and offered· a glimpse of 
the plot: an idyllic Englis.h town named Pagford; the death of a man named Barry; a parish
council election. _ 4 I have drawn a map of Pagford,' Rowling. told me when we met, in late 
August. crt's one of the first things I did.' we were not speaking in her Edinburgh house, or 
at her .country place·- or in her home in an expensive part of west london. We were at.her 
office, which occupies an unmarke.d Georgian building on a handsome street in central 
Edinburgh - The offi~e has high ceilings, Turkish rugs over wooden floors, figura~ive oil 
.Paintings by modern Scottish artists, and the air of a small but very well -funded embassy •. 
According to the London Sunday Times, Rowling is worth nine hundred million dollar·s •... (Neil 
Blair, her agent, told me, "She takes a lot ·of time getting it right and then hands in a book 
that doesn't need much editing.") .:. '(I read 'The Casual Vacancy,, which is five hundred and 
twelve pages long, in the New York offices of Little, Brown, after· signing a non-disclosure 
agreement ·-Within a few pages, .it was clear that the novel h~d not been written for 
chi~dren: 'The leathery skin of· her upper cleavage radiated little cracks that·no longer 
vanished when decompressed.' A little later, a lustful boy sits on a school bus rwith an ache 
in his heart and in his· balls.' But reviewers looking for echoes of the. Harry Potter series 
will find them. rThe Casual Vacancy' describes ·young people coming of age in a place divided 
by warring factions, and the deceased council member,· Barry Fairbrother, ·- had the ·same · 
virtues,- in .his world, that Harry had in his: tolerance, constancy, a willingness to act. 'I 

. think there is a through-line,' Rowling said. 'Mortality, morality, the two things that I 
obsess about. , .-The Casual Vacancy" is _ a rural comedy of manners that ... builds' into black 

. melodrama .... Most of the families include troubled teens . Barry's civic influence is revealed 
·by his departure1 rather as George Bailey"s is in crt's a wonderful Life.' ... uThis is a story . 
of class warfare set amid semi -rural poverty, heroin addiction, and teen-age perplexity and 
sexuality. It may be a while before we're accustomed to reading phrases like 4 that · 
miraculously ungu~rded vagina' in a Rowling book, and public response to 4 The Casual Vacancy' 
will doubtless include scandalized objections to the ~dea of young Harry Potter readers being 
drawn into such material . 'There is no part of me ·that. feels . that I repre~ented myself as 
your children's babysitter or their teacher,' Rowling said. 4 ! was always, I think, 
completely honest. I'm a writer, and I will write what I . want to write .... It's b~en billed, 
slightly, as a black comedy, but to me it's more of a comic tragedy ... In my head, the working 
title for a long time was 'Respon.sible,' because for me this is a book about · responsibility·., 
... ''Two years in, she picked up the standard British handbook for local administrators. cl 
needed it to check certain abstruse points . And ·in there I came across the phrase ."a casual 
vacancy." Meaning, when a seat falls vacant through death or scandal~ And immediately I knew 
that that was the title • ... I was dealing not only with responsibility but with a bunch of 
characters who all have these little vacancies in their lives, these emptinesses in their 
lives, that they're all filling in various ways .... And it's· death ... the casualness with which 
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death comes down. You expect a fanfare, you expect some sort .of pathos or· grandeur to it .... 
·[T]he first big death I ever suffered was my mother's, and it was . that that was so shocking: 
just gone.'u http : //nyr.kr/RllzS4 ABOUT LAST NIGHT: A low-key Chicago b'day for Obama for 
America's Sharon Yang -- and sendoff for newly minted Chilicothe, Ohio, comms director Frank 
Bene~ati. Sushi Benenati is looki~g forward to another Midwestern move. SPOTTEO: Hari · 
Sevugan, Kara Carscaden, Rachel Racusen, Ben LaBolt, Matt Bevens, Tom Reynolds, Li s Smith, 
Jacob leibenluft, Aaron Sherman, Peter Bondi ·and many others . (hat tip: Frank B.) · 
BIRTt:fDAYS: tri-athlete Da.isy Hanna Schuu'rman (hat tips : Lily, Lucy, Nora) _ Maria Karl. (hat 
tips : Emily, Anna) - Sean Spicer, RNC communications director, who celebrated last night with 
his wife, Rebecca, by having drinks at Juleanna Glover's with Blain Rethmeier, Jake ·rapper, 

· E~ik Smith and others _ Nick Everhart of Strategy Gro~p Media· (hat tips: Burns, Hohmann) 
· ... Close Up Foundation's Maura 0 • Brien ..• Rhode Island ~epubl~can Assembly's Williart Ricci •.• 

· · U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay (hat tips: Patrick Gavin) ·- Mickey Rooney 
is ~2 ... Julio Iglesias is 6.9 ... Bruce Springsteen is 63 (h/ts AP) BI~THDAY TOMORROW: Will 
Booher is 31 (hat tip: Sean Miles) ·- Jason Putortt, co-founder, Votizen - proud Horned Frog 
Courtney Jay of CBS-' Face the Nation turns 24, celebrating tonight with friends and family at 
local 16. (Horned Frog tips: Bob Schieffer, Andrea Drusch; Allison Branca) ·- TUESDAY: Dena 
Kozanas, legislative director for Rep. Candice Miller (h/t Ti m Murtaugh) **A message from 
Huawei: We've put $239 million into innovation in the u.s. and bought $30 billion from U.S. 
suppliers. And that's just the beginning. Learn more at 
http : //usahuawei.com<https://mymail.acc~ 
email. com/owa/redir.aspx?C~Fl0JMzc9FkKF7fUMKFbM120nzslsbM8I01B0QUZziErtF7seSkhmMo0LBtWgn -
GUo4RW6~Vbjce.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fmyma~l.acc- . 
email .com%2fowa%2fredir.aspx%3fC%3dCVdoKaT5rk00HWJCQ_pi2aYl_nEOa88INHZvQjwUTbWF93w7HrVPakiC6C 
yhho8pu7eEXgVfopQ .%26URL%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fusahuawei.coll%252f> *• 
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State: CNN 'indefensible' on ambassadqr diary 
By: Mike Allen 
September 23, 2912 98:22 AM EDT. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

· The State · Department - in · a harsh, detailed statement - is accusing CNN of an 11indefensible'' 
invasion of the privacy of Christopher Stevens, the late U.S. ambassador to Libya, after 
finding his seven·page journal in the consulate where he was killed. 

CNN fired back by saying that the State Department may be ''attacking the messenge~' because 
. of "questions about why the ·State Department didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens." 

CNN.com reported on SaturdaY,: ' 1Four days after he was killed, CNN found a journal belonging 
to late u.s. Ambassador to Libya Chris .Stevens. The journal was found on the floor of the 
largely unsecured consulate compound where he was fatally wounded. CNN notified Stevens' 
family about the journal within hours after it was. discovered and at the family's request 
provided it ·to ·them via a t~ird party. The journal consists of just seven pages of 
handwriting in a hard-bound book." 

It turns out that the late ambassador's writings were the genesis of a reporting by CNN's 
Anderson Cooper on Wednesday night on his program., "Anderson Cooper 369°": "A source familiar 
with Ambassado~ Stev~ns" thinking says that in the months before his death, he talked about 
being worried about what he called the never-ending security threats specifically in 

·Benghazi. .This source telling us tha.t the ambassador specifically mentioned the rise in 
Islamic extremism., the growing Al Qaeda presence in Libya, and said he was on an Al Qaeda hit 

.list." . · . 

Cooper pulled back the curtain on Friday night: "Some of that i~formation was. found in· a 
personal· journal of Ambassador Stevens in his handwriting. We came upon the journal through 

·our reporting . and notified· the family. At their request., we returned that journal to them. We 
reported what we found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings . A reporter followed up on 
what we found newsworthy in the ambassador'$ writings." · · 

Philippe Reines, senior adviser to Secretary of State Clinton said in a statement to 
POLITICO: "What (CNN is] not owning up to is reading and transcribing Chris's diary well 
before bothering to tell the family or anyone else that they took it from the site of the 
attack. Or. that when they finally did tell · them, they completely ignored. the wishes of the 
family., and· ultimately broke their pledge made to them only hours after they witnessed the 
return to the Unites States of Chris's remains~ Whose first instinct is to remove from a 
crime scene the diary of a man ki lled along with three other Americans serving our country, 
read it, transcribe it., email it around your newsroom for others to read., and only when their 
curiosity is fully satisfied thinks to call the family or notify the authorities? 

uwhen ... CNN called [the family], they didn't · say, rHello, I know this is a terrible time, but 
I'm sure you want your son's diary, where do you want it sent?' . They instead too~ the 
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opportunity to ask the family if CNN could report on its contents. Contents known only to 
Chris Stevens, ·and those at CNN who ·had already invaded his privacy. When the senior-most 
levels of CNN were finally reached, ... they took a second shot at convincing the family to let 
them report on'the contents. A family member made it crystal clear directly to CNN that they 
wanted Chris~s diary and would not make any other decisions until then. But that wasn't fast 
enough for CNN, so they helpfully offered to send the family the transcript they~d· already 
made and passed around, to put a rush on it for their own purposes. 

. . . 

«It was then made clear to them, for what must have been the fourth time in the same call, 
that they wanted to look at it privately, together as a family before making any decisions . 
Period. CNN finally heard their reque·st enough times that. they had to accept it, agreed to 
abide by the clea·r wishes of the Stevens family, and pledged not to use the diary or even 
allude to its existence until hearing back from the family. But the Stevens family was never 
given that chance. I guess four days was as long as CNN. coul~ control themselves, so they 
just went ahead and used it . Entirely because they· felt like it. Anderson Cooper didn 1 t even · 
bother to offer .any other explanation as to why the network broke its promise to the family. 
And only did so after being contacted by a reporter asking about the diary and their 
convol~ted sourcing. How do they justify that? They have yet to even try to defend the 
indefensible."· 

CNN replied in a statement: ·"CNN did n(?t initially report on ttie existence of a journ·al out 
of respect for the family, but we felt there were issues raised in the journal which required 
full reporting, which we did • . we think .the public had a right to know what CNN had learned 
from multiple sources about the fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi 
attack which are now raising questions· about why the St·ate Department didn't do more. to . 
protect Ambassador Stevens and other u.s. personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is 
~he State Department now attacking the messenger. ... · · 

uThe reason CNN ultimately report~d Friday on the existence of. the journal was because leaks . 
to media organizations _incorrectly .suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which 
we did. We .reached out to the famiiy of Amba$sador Stevens within hours of retrieving the 
journal and returned it through a third party, within less than 24 hours from the time we 
found it. Out of respect to the fa.mily, we have . not quoted f rom or shown ·the journal.'' 
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WSJ: CNN Used Slain Envoy's Writings Against Family's Wishes 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

• CNN Used Slain Envoy's Writings Against Family's Wishes 
• 

• 

CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to Libya, Christopher 
Stevens, and broadcast reports based Qn its contents against the wishes of the Stevens family, according to 
relatives and State Department officials who were asked to intervene by t.he· family. · 

CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed in an attack 
by militants on the American.consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't clear exactly how CNN obtained the 
ambassador's writings. · 

The episode marks a sid~ drama iri the aftennath of the consulate siege and highlights questions n~ws 
organizations can encounter when they come across evidence also being sought }?y .. law enforcement or other 
government officials. Personal material important to surviving relatives represents an even.,.more delicate and 
imusual dilemma. · 

CNN said on its website that it notified the Stevens family "within hours" that it had the journal. But the 
Stevens family then reached out to the State Department, which arranged a telephone conference call between 
members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the family.personally appealed to the news organization 
to return the journal and to not publish otbroadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member 
and State Department officials. 

The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news media used it or 
alluded to it, .saying the ambassador's personal writings belonged ·to them. 

Family members said they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary but.didn't know what was in the journal obtained by 
CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with a transcript it prepared from the joUrnaL 

State Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary itself to an Italian 
diplomat in Benghazi. · 

1 
. 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats evacuated the city after the 
Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for the Italian diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could 
be handed over to American officials in Tripoli. It will then be brought to the U.S., where the family will be . 
able to take possession of it. 

Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference call to hold 
off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its contents. 
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But family members and U.S. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper appeared to use the 
information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. Stevens's thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was wonied about security threats in Benghazi and said he 
·believed he was on anal Qaeda hit list. .· 

A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the journal, but corroborated the 
. information through othe~: sources. · 

Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal ·and the CNN reports in his Friday evening broadcast. He 
. disclosed the station had the jou,rnal and that some ~fthe information he reported on Wednesday originated 
from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his handwriting," Mr. 
Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and notified the family. At their request, 
we returned that journal to them. We reported what we found newsworthy in .the ambassador's writings." 

Write to Adam Entous at adam.entous@wsj.com. 
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CNN obtained a personal journal that belonged to 'the :slain American ambassad~r to Lfbya, }. · 
Christopt)er St~vens, and . broadcast repo.rts based on its _contents against · the ~ishes !Jof the 
Stevens family!, according to relc!tives and State Department offi.cials who. w~re aske~. to . 
i~ter~~ne. b~ the family. . . · · . . . . ·. . \ · · j . 

· ·cNN. obtai ned . •I per son al journal that belonged · to thO slaIn Arne i'ican. ~mbas sador . to. L tbya, · · 
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st·evens family:, according to r~latives and State Oep~rtment offi'cials ·who were a·skeq. to 
interv~ne by the family. . · I . I .. . . . . . 
~NN obtai'ried t.he journal. in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens :and :thr~e ·.other . Americ~~s ·wire -kilh!d 
in 1an· c;1ttack by mili t~_nts on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 1L 'It wa.s& ' t clear 
exactly ~~~- ~N·~ ob~ai.iled the ·amb~~sa~_or' s writings. ·. ·. . . . . · ~ · . . · . ij. 

Jhe episode ·· m~!rks a side drama .in the aftermath of -the consul~te ~iege· and· highlights 
questions news; oq~anizations .can encounter when they come across evid_ence · also bein~ sought 
by law .enforcement . or· other. government officials. Personal material important to su~viving . 

~el~t~7 ce~tsellts an even7re delica~e and unuS-ual d~le.,.a. . . . l . • 
CNN sa~d on 1t~s' website that ~t notlfied the Stevens fam1ly ."wi-thin hours" . that 1t 'had t .he ·:· . 
.journa!' . . But t!he Stevens family then ~eached out to the ·. State Department, which arr.~nged a 
tel~phone con~erence_ ~all_ betwee~· members of. the. Stevens family · ~m~ CNN. In that caH, th~ .. < .. 
famlly.: perspne~;lly appealed-to .:the news organuatl.on to return the JQUrnal and .to ~~;?; pubhsh ·. 

· or, broadcast any of ··its contents, according to a Stevens . family member and St.ate oe·i>artll\en·t 
officials. ' j' · · ' · · · ·. .r · . · · · !1 · 

The family . ~ol!d CN~·· quring .the call that Jt ·wanted .. to review the journ.a i before thJ .news· ··· 
_media_ :use;~:- H::Ior alluded t~ 1.:' saying the. ambassado~·s pers~~al writings . b.~longed i;to them . ~ 

. Family members _sa.id rthey knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary _ but didn't know what was.- in ~he 
journa~ obtaiMed by CNN. The. riews organization initially provided the family with a~ . 
tr~nscri~t 'itlprepared from the journal. . . · !j 

· ~tate Departm~nt offic~als sai~ they .~hen made arrangements for CNN to hand over t~e diary · 
. itself to ·an ltalian 'diplomat in Benghazi. ~ 

· I · · -ll · . 
The St<rte Dep~rtment enlisted the aid. of t he Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats ~vacuated 
the .city .. ~fter. the . Sept. 11 attack . . The State Depar~ment had arranged for ttie Itali!an 
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Ch.ristopher stev~ns, and·'~roadcast rep~r~~ .. based qn :its contents· against the wis.he_s . . bf the 

. . ·~tevens famHy •I a.cco~ding to rel~:t~_ves ·and State Departl!l.ent officialS who .. wer.e asked!'
1

·to·· · . 
J.ntervene~ by. ttl~ faro1ly. . .. .. t • : • • • • • • • • 

·. ~·NN',. obt.ai~ed ::a ~~er·~~nal .jour~-~i . tha:t; b~{o~g~d· :t~:·~he s1a.in ~r:i~an:·am~~ssad~·r ~o . .Li ~ya,:· .. . .. .. . 
. . · Christ.opher Stevens·, and broadcast. r~ports based .on its 'co~tents again~t the wishes bf. ·the · 
. · Stevens family J accor-ding to relatives and State Department officials whcf were asked! to . 

inter~ene by .tHe family. . · · '\ · 
. 1·. . . : .. ' . . :·. '.. . . ''.. . ·. . : . . ·. . . . . . J . . ... 

CNN .obtained the jour-nal in Benghazi1 ·where ·M~. Stevens and three other. ·Americans were killed 
in an: ·att~ck b~ .~ili~ants on th·e. America'n. co~s~late in .. t .he city on Sept . 11 ~ ·.It wasn~~·t .: clear· 
e.xactly: .how.' CNl obtawed t.~.: · .. a_m_bassador-' s wr~t·.l.n~s .. · ·. . . . ·.. . -. . . 

The .. episode. m'!r:!ks a side drama . in ·the aftermath of the coosu~ate siege ~nd hig~lights .· · . · 
questions ·new~ organizations can encounter. whEm they .. come across· evidence _al~o being\! ~ought 
by· la~. · enforc.e"1ent ~r other go~ernmen~ offiCials. Pers~m~l · material lmpo~tarit to · sur,viVing ·· 
relatl ves represents an even-more -:dehcate and· unusual. d1lemma. . '· . · 

CNN. 'sai.d ~n · i :tJ website tha·t".' it notified t.he ·· .st~vens ·.f.anii~y . ''within ~our~ ;;· .th~~ it. ··had· th~ 
journaL :-But t~e 'Stevens family then. reache:d out. to the State o:epartm~n:t,_ which arrahge~ .a . 

. telephone conference· call. between members · of .the .stevens family and · CNN:.·. In that . call, the. 
family . per.sona*y appealed to the news· organization t'o. ·return the. journ'al a'nd· ·to not:! pub lis~ . 
o~ broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and S~ate Department 
officials: I . . ·. . . . . . . . . . :' · .. . . ·.: ~ · .. 
The family told CNN during the call that it ~anted to review the jour.nal · before the . ~~ws··:. 

· media used· it · dr: alluded tQ it, saying the ambassad,or•·s .Personal wr.itings· belonged tr.·them.- · 
. 'I . 
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Fam1ly members said they ~new Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was in the 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with a 

. transcript it prepared from the journal. 

State Department officials said t hey then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because u.s. d~plomats evacuated 
the city after-the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arranged for the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard . the diary until it could be handed over to American officials in 
Tripoli. It will then be brought to the U.S., where the family will be able to take 
possession of it. · 

Family members and State. Oepar~ment officials said CNN agreed ~uring the ·sept. -14 conference 
call to hold off on .using the diary until the family had -a chance to review. its contents. 

· But family members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN a·n~hor Anderson Cooper appeared 
to use the information from the journal by ~ttributing it to ~ source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr . Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed ·he was on anal Qaeda hit list. · 

A_spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the journal, but 
corroborated the information through other sources. · 

Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in h~s 
handwriting," Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporti11g and. 
notified the family . . At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
.found newsworthy in the ambassador·s writings.u 

### 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thursda; September 27. 2012 8:32 PM 
I I 
Re: into rst story 

Hey . 
Cheryl & I bugged out, but we're stuck on the 8pm shuttle that's not going anywhere 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

We've just been paring the embassy staff down further, it's not correlated to anything specific- other than the obvious. 

From: Summers, Pat [mailtd 
· Sent: Thursday, September ~27=-,-=2":"0~12~0:-:::5:-::5=-:l~P:-:::M~----' 

To! I 
Subject: Fw: into ~rst story 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
. b7C Per FBI 

Hey man, how are ya? Where are you? I'm in NY Fox is pool. Oh- an~ I have HRC dancing to give you! We put it on a 
flash-drive for you. Hey any chance you cou!d give me anything on this story below? Fox going cra2y for it. :. 

From: Baier, Bret 
sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 05:49 PM 
To: Fishel, Justin; 169 -SPEGAL REPORT 
Subject: RE: into first story 

More details in this one: 

BC-LIBY A-USA/EMBASSY (URGENT) 

U.S. temporarily reduces more staff from Libya embassy 

NEW YORK, Sept 27 (Reuters) - The United States is 

temporarily withdrawing more staff from its embassy in Libya's 

capital for: security reasons, but hopes to return them to 

Tripoli early next week, the U.S. State Department said on 

Thursday. 

"This is a temporary further drawdown of staff for security 

reasons. We will review our posture again ea.rly next week with . . 

the goal of restoring staff as soon as conditions allow," a 

State Department offi.cial said in New York, where Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton is attending the U.N. General Assembly. 
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The senior official declined to say how many staff were 

being withdrawn or discuss specifics. 

U.S. Ambassador to Libya Christopher Stevens and three other 

Americans were killed during what Washington has called a 

terrorist attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi on Sept. I I. 

Bret Baier 
Anchor, "Special Report with. Bret Baier" 
Fox News Channel 

From: Fishel, Justin 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 5:47 PM 
To: Baier, Bret; 169·-SPEOAL REPORT 
SUbject: RE: into first story 

I've checked with two senior state dept officials and so far nothing- one said it didn't ring any bells. They are 
looking into it. Standby. · 

From: Baler, Bret 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 5:33 PM 
To: 169 -SPECIAL REPORT; Fishel, Justin 
Subject: into first story 

Can we confirm.. : 

BC-U.S. TEMPORARILY WITHDRAWING MORE STAFF FROM EMBASSY IN TRIPOLI, 

U.S. TEMPORARJLY WITHDRAWING MORE STAFF FROM EMBASSY IN TRJPOLI, 

LIBYA, FOR SECURITY REASONS, HOP~S TO RESTORE THEM NEXT WEEK -

STATE DEPARTMENT 

Bret Baier 
Anchor, "Special Report with Bret Baier" 
Fox News .Channel 

<< OLE Object: Picture (Device Independent Bitmap) >> << OLE·Object: Picture {Device lndependent.Bitmap) 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Summers, Pa~ I Thurs:av Seo~te:-:J:"':b~e:"''r 2'r"!7r-. 21'1'7d"1"'~'2"'~'~'8~: 5~6"'~"~PmMr------' 

Re: 1n o Jirs1 sTory · 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Copy- that's sort of what I figured. Doing my best to get people at Fol( in off the ledge on that story!!! And seriously- I 
have the Clinton dancing stuff for you, next time I'm over there I'll drop it off. 

From 
~--~~~~~~~~~~~~--~ Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 08:31PM 

To: Summers, Pat 
Subject: Re: into first story 

Hey 
Cheryl & I bugged out, but we're stuck on the 8pm shu~tle that's not going anywhere . . 
We'v~ just been paring the embassy staff down further, it's not correlated to anything specific - other than the obvious. 

From: Summers, Pat [mailtd._ __________________ __,~ 

~r~~u::v:s::rber 21, 2012 os:51 PM 

SuSJecf:· : mtoli. story 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Hey man, how are y'a? Where are you? I'm in NY Fox is pool. Oh- and I have HRC dancing to give you! We put it on a 
flash-drive for you. Hey any chance you could give me anything on this story below? Fox going crazy for it ... 

From: Baler, Bret 
Sent: Thursday, september 27, 2012 05:49PM 
To: Fishel, Justin; 169 -SPECIAL REPORT 

. Subject: RE: into first story 

More details in this one: 

BC-LlBY A-USA/EMBASSY (URGENT) 

U.S. temporarily reduces more staff from Libya embassy 

NEW·YORK, Sept 27 (Reuters)- The United States is 

temporarily withdrawing more staff from its embassy in Libya's 

capital for security reasons, but hopes to return them to 

Tripoli early next week, the U.S. State Department said on 

Thursday. 

" This is a temporary further drawdown of staff for security 
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reasons. We will review our posture again early next week with 

the goal ofrestoring staff as soon as conditions allow," a 

State Department official said in New York, where Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton is attending the U.lj. General Assembly. 

The senior official declined to say how many staff were 

being withdrawn or discuss specifics. 

U.S. Ambassador to Libya Christopher Stevens and three other 

Americans were killed during what Washington has called a 

terrorist attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi on Sept. II. 

Bret Baier 
Anchor, "Special Report with Bret Baier'' 
~ox News Channel 

From: Fishel, Justin 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 5:47. PM 
To: Baier, Bret; 169 ~SPEOAL REPORT 
Subject: RE: into first story 

I've checked with two senior state dept officials and so far nothing~ one said it didn't ring any bells. They are 
looking into it. Standby. . 

From: Baier, Bret 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 5:33PM 
To: 169 -SPEOAL REPORT; Fishel, Justin 
Subject: into first story 

Can we confirm .. 

BC~U.S. TEMPORARILY WITHDRAWING MORE STAFF FROM EMBASSY IN TRIPOLI, 

U.S. TEMPORARILY WI THORA WING MORE STAFF FROM EMBAS-SY IN TRlPO~I. 

LIBYA, FOR SECURlTYREASONS, HOPES TO RESTORE THEM NEXT WEEK ~ 

STATE DEPARTMENT 

Bret Baler 
Anchor, ' 'Special Report with Bret Baier" 
Fox News Channel 
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from: 
Sent: 
To: 

I ~ . 
Tbursdav Sepfem r 27 2012 9·24 PM 
I I 

b6 Pe r DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Subject: 

I'd love it 

Re: into first story 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Copy - that Is sort of what I fig.ured 0 Doing my best to get people at Fox in off the ledge 0 n that story l! ! And seriously - l 
have the Clinton dancing stuff for you, next time I'm over there I'll drop it off. 

Fro.~~--------------------------~ Sent: Thursday, september 27, 2012 08:31 PM 
To: Summers, Pat 
Subject: Re: into first story 

Hey 

Cheryl & I bugged o~t, but we're stuck on the Bpm shuttle that's not going anywhere 
We've just been paring the embassy staff down further, it's not correlated to anything specific - other tl:lan the obvious. 

b6 
b7C 

From: Summers, Pat [mailtd'==-=~=-=-=-=:-:-::::-:-------~ :e: Thursday, secrynber 27, 2012 os:s1 PM b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Subject: Fw: into fir:st story 

Hey man, how are ya? Where are you? I'm in NY Fox is pool. Oh- and I have HRC dancing to give you! We put it on a 
flash-drive for you. Hey.any chance you could give me anything on this story below? Fox going crazy for iL. 

From: Baier, Bret 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 05:49PM 
To: Fishel, Justin; 169 -SPEOAl REPORT 
Subj~ct: RE: into first story 

More details in this one: 

BC-LJBY A~USAIEMBASSY (URGENT) 

U.S. temporarily reduces mor~ staff from Libya embassy 

NEW YORK, Sept 27 (Reuters)- The United States is 
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temporarily withdrawing more staff from its embassy in Libya's 

capital for security reasons, but hopes to return them to 

Tripoli early next wee_k, the U.S. State Department said on 

Thursday. 

·'This is a temporary further drawdown of staff for security 

reasons. We will review our posture again early next week with 

the goal of restoring staff as soon as conditions allow," a 

State Department official said in New York, where Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton is attending the U.N. General Assembly. 
. . 

The senior official declined to say how many staff were · 

being withdrawn or discuss specifics. 

U.S. Ambassador to Libya Christopher Stevens and three other 

Americans were killed during what Washington has called a 

terrorist attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi on Sept. 11. 

Bret Baier 
Anchor, "Special Report with Bret Baier" 
Fox News Channel 

From: Ashe!, Justin 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 5:47PM 
To: Baier, Bret; 169 -SPEC[Al REPORT 
Subject: RE: into first story 

I've checked with two senior state dept officials and so far nothing- one said it didn't ring ahy bells. They are 

looking into it. Standby. · 

From: Baier, Bret 
. sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 5:33 PM 
·To: 169 -SPEOAL REPORT; Fishel, Justin 
Subject: into first story 

Can we confirm .. 

BC-U.S. TEMPORARILY WITHDRAWING MORE STAFF FROM EMBASSY IN TRIPOLI, 
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U.S. TEMPORARILY WITHDRAWING MORE STAFF FROM EMBASSY INTRJPOLI, 

LIBYA, FOR SECURITY REASONS, HOPES TO RESTORE THEM NEXT WEEK-

STATE DEPARTMENT 

Bret Bater 
Anchor, "Special Report with Bret Baier" 
Fox News Channel · 
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J From: . .· summers, Pa~ h6 Per nos , FBI 
Sent: Thursday, Septemb~f'27, 2012 5:~2 PM b7c Per FBI 
To: : . · I I' . . . . . . :r:·· 

· · · Subject: . .. .Fw:.-into first story_ .. · · . . ·, . .. I . 
. Attachment$.:. '· . . Picture (Device Independent Bitmap) 1.jpg; Picture (Device .lndeJ?Ondent·Brtmap) r.·JP9 : . 

. . . . . . . . ' . '• . '. . ' . : " . .~ .. il • ' 
~ey man, ho'-_Y are

1
ya? Whe~e are you? I'm iri NY Fox is pool.. On ~ and I h~ve HRC dancing t~ give_v~_u! w:··put ·tt~<>n a, 

Jlash-d_ri~e for yo1. Hey any chance you~o·uld g~ve me anything on this s~ory b~low? _Fox go in~ crazy for, tL: fl· . . . 

From: ~ier~ Bretl . ·-.!:- • .. · • ... , 
Sent:·Thursday; September 27, 2012,05:49-PM . . ·· . .. .. 
To: Fisf:tel, Justin; 169 :.:sPECIAL REPORT 
SubjeCt:: RE~ Into fir5t stor-Y 

. . . . f . 

- ... :: '" 
. ·. ~. . •, 

:More details in this one: .. .. I 
· , BC-LIBY A_.::u.S~fd~JASSY .(URGENT) . . . . . ., ,.1 . ... . . . . 

. · ... U.S. tempo~rily reduces more starr from L~bya embassy· 

' . ' _., l·' ' '' ' 'I ; •, ' ' ' 

NEW YORK,-Sept27 (Reuters) ,.The United States is 

... . :.>·· · .. :.· r .· . : ..... · .. ... : . ·. ; . · ... · ·- . 
·. · temporanly wtthdniwmg more staff from Its· embassy m Ltbya's . .. I . . . . . . . 
· capi~l for s~eurity ~ons. but.hopes to re~~them to. ·. 

rn~li ~ly nexi.Jeek. the u.s. -~tate ~e~~e~t s~id on 

· .. , 

... 

~ .. •: ~ 

ThurSday .. . 
. ' . ~: . 

''This is a tempo~ further drawdown of staff for security 
. . ( ·.· . ,. ·. . ·. ' ., ·. ' . 

, · .. .. :" · . . . . . .. . . 
· :r:easons. We wtll revtew our pos~ agam early next week wtth 

,, '• . 1,, ' . . 
. . - . I . .. .· 
· the goal of restoring staff as soon as conditions allow," a 

·: S~te.Dep~ent J fficial said in New York, where Sec;e~ of 

· ·s~i~ Hill~ J;lintL is a~nding the U.N. General AssembJy . 
. .- .· . ·. . ., . ·. . . 

. The senior official -~f~clfued tp say how many staffwer~· . I . . . . .. . . 
_. being ~ithdrawn or discuss specifics. · :·. :.·: 

u.s. Amb~sadL to ~ibya C~istophe~· St~:·ens and three 'other . . . ~-· . 
. , I . . .. 

A.m~ricaris were killed .during what Washington has called a 

;·· terro;ist ~~ckon Le ~;S. consulate in Ben~az:i on Se~t. II. 
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Bret Baier . 
···A.nchor, ' 'Special Report with Bret Baier'" 

Fox News Channel 

; 

r . I 

1~1.0· 1 
. ' 

i 

From: Fishel, Justin 
. · ~nt:·Thur'sday, ~ptember 27, 2012 5:47PM I 

To: Baier, Bret; 169 -SPECIAL REPORT . ~ 
. Subject: RE: into :first stori · 1 . . I . . . ~ . 
'I've checked wit~ two senior state dept offic;als and so far nothing- one said it didn't ring any bells. j They are· 
looking into it. Standby. I 
. . ·. . . . I.: . 

. From: ·Baier, ·Bret I. . .· .. 
Sent: Thu~ay, _~ptem~r 27,2012 5:33PM 

· To: 169 -SPEOAL REPORT; Fishel; Justin 
·s~bject: into fi_rst:story . 

. Can ~~-con~-rmJ ·. . . . . . 

BC-U.S, TliMPO~ Y WITHDRAWING MOIU! STAFF FROM EMBASSY IN TRIPoLI, 

U.S. TEMPORARII!. Y Wr'rHDRA WING MORE STAFF FROM EMBASSY IN TRIPOLI, . . . i' ·_ .· . . . 
. LIBYA, FOR SE~fY REASONS, HOPES TO RESTORE THEM NEXT WEEK-

. . . I· . 
. · STATE DEPARTMENT 

•. I 
! 
I 

I 

I 
· Bret Baier I · 
Anc~or~ "Speciai1Report with Bret Baier"' , . 

· Fox. News Channel . . . . . I . . . . I . 
<< OlE Ob.iect: Picture (Devic~· lndependent Bitmap) ·>>.<<. OLE Object: Picttire (Device lndepende~t Bitma~) . 
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From: Hemsman, Chris o 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 2:24PM . :· . ro:····· . .. 
Cc: 
Subject: 

I . 
....... .. .. ....... .. - · .. ~. -.... . ... . b6 

~ b 7C 

-... , r··-----·- ... -....... _ .. - --~---- ---
RE; Chris Stevens 

~ 
CJ~ssification: UNCLASSIFIED ~ 
SMARTCatego~: Working ··· · :1 

-Fox. Just to darJ. ·Rosen came in ~ere trying to get info on the dia,Y {before Hastings came out) . I said. he .l uld . . 
co_~tact you. He s~emed to want me to get the answers from you without bringing him into it. I stressed aga\n f~r him to . 

call you as we'v~- _been telling other journ~lists. · · · ·I 
,· 

. : Chris Her:sm_~n 
· Ading Press Office Director 

. I 
U.S. Department of State 

. ; ·. I 

. 202-647-:4444 (Office) ~ .. 
·.1 j(Mribile) I~ b6 Per DOS 

• < 

This-email is UNCLASSiFIED. 
.. ··· 

.;. , 

. . : . . I . 

. ! 

· , . 

II . 
. . I 

I 

I 
I 

. l · 
il 

From: Rosen, James [mail · 
Se ·• . I . -"::---=-::~:-x--:r~:-------1 

b6 Per DOS, 
b 7C Per FBI 

~-~--------~~~~~~ r .•. 
'· .i . . , ; I 

I , ' 
Thanks for yoUr,reply:. . . . I . · .. ·. . ;· . . , . .I . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . ... . 
First: .Pie~se know that my expression of condolences about Chris Stevens and his colleagues was h_eartfelt. I did I!Ot . '·' . . . . I . , . . . . . . n • . 
know Chris; butJ. repqrtE!d at the time (on Bret'Baier's show} on Stevens's'first fe.w trips to Benghazi. When ,!1e died: our 

. , vide-otape 'libra ria~ -~el:l_t me an email! had sen.t to ·~irri, · back in Aprii20ll; requesting a search' for an,y."iide? :pta . · . . : 
. diplomat·named Chris·stevens. so· I had followed his work somewhat and was, like all American patriots, deeply 
di~mayed at his an~ his colleagues' d.eath. . . . ' ·, ;· . . ' . . . . . ! . 

I · ·, · · · ·· ~~ 
Now: Afew noteT s~me of the Qther thin~•-~<>u .:,rote: . , _ . • • . • . _ I 
I have already deleted most of yest~rday's ema1ls- sp.a forens1c exammat1on IS 1.mpos~_tble, and would, m a~y case, be 
no one's idea of T!Jne Well Spent - t?ut I don't think I yet knew ·about ·your exchanges w ith· Michael Hastings 'tv hen I 
reached OIJt to ·y~J. What had ·happened was that.'l ~ad re~ched out- first ~?Chris: Hen.sman, who inf()rmed rre that All . 
Things Stevens Jou~nal were being hal')dled b~ It informed Chris that my last encounter with;,_you, in 
Phuke~ Thailand ·~~ July 2009, had not.been pOsitive and that 1 doubted you would be responsiVe to any inqries from 
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me. I accordingly asked Chris if he could work as an intermediary to extract from you the answers to three questions 1 
was posing, to wit: 

1. Is what CNN isreporting about the contents of the journal accurate? 
· 2. ·· Did Am b·:ste~e n·s· convey· back to ·Foggy ·son om ·any oft he ·security concerns that he ·purportedly entered 

into his journal? and 
3. Can Fox News freely use the statement that ~rovided to the Huffington Post without attributing it b6 

to the Huffington Post? .__ __ ...... b7c 

None of my questions related to the Hastings exchange, as I did not yet know about it. The reason I decided to contact 
. you directly was because a few hours had passed; I had not yet heard ·back from Chris; and I regarded that I had no other 

option than to contact you. Chris did ultimately reply, by the way, later in ~he day, apologizing for connectivity issues 
and providing the following (background) answers to· my questions: No comment on the accuracy of CNN's reporting; 
any dealings Amb: Stevens had with Foggy Bottom·would be covered by the FBI investigation; and no one at State was 
disavowing the Huffington Post statement, but I should contact you for anything further. 

That 1 did indeed make t he effort to contact someone whom I had every good reason to believe would not be receptive 
to my inquiries should be seen only for what it was: my devotion to thoroughness in the execution of my assignment. 
That I wound up reporting on the Hastings exchange for "Special Report" came about only after all of this had 
t_ranspired; and as. you had not responded to my first inquiry, I had little reason to try again. 

Elsewhere you stated: 

It has indeed been awhile since you covered State, at least a couple of years since you were re-assigned. 
I can't recall exactly when that was, but I vividly remember why. 

As government officials never tire of telling reporters, and as is certainly apt in this instance, you were not privy to the 
decision-making process involved when I was re-assigned from State 1in late July 2009) and accordingly it would not be a 
safe assumption for you to assume· that you know why, or "remember why," said decision was made. This would be the 
case whether your purported understanding, or memory, is "vivid," dim, or otherwise. 

Then there is what you refer to as Michael Hastings's allusion to "a malicious accusation against me that you know 
better than anyone never happened, and is a vicious lie.1 !when I read that that passage in the Hastings . b6 

exchange, l did no_t know what it referred to, and was baffled by it. Accordingly, it is untrue for you or anyone else to b7c 

assert that I "know better than anyone" the truth or falsity of Hastings's insinuations, because I did not have- and do 
not today have- the faintest idea of what Hastings was talking (or writing) about. You will further note that in my 
reporting on Bret Baier's show, I opted not to include any references to this passage. 

If we accept the particulars and sum total of all that l have written here as the truth- which you should, because it is
one inescapable conclusion should be that there. is no·inherent "conflict of interest" in our working together, 
professionally and collegially, when circumstances warrant. At least I would not so regard, despite the experience in 

Phuket and others like it. (I would take this opportunity to say that the Hastings exchange makes our encounter in 
Phuket look like wedded bliss, by comparison; and I now don't feel so badly about it. Never in my life have I used such 
language to question or challenge a government official, and never in my life has any government official used such 
language, or felt tile need to use such language, in communications with me.) 

I close by taking note of what you yourself wrote to me on the night of July 9, 2009 -a mere fortnight before my re
assignment- and which is embedded in this very email chain .for all to see, below. You stated then, near the end of my 
tenure at State: 

Your job is to cover the Secretary and you have done so closely and well, and we have done everything 
we can to help you do so .... [Y)ou yourself want to see things reported correctly ... 
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·~ ., 

· That was cert~i~l~ ~rue whefl you .wrote i~ ~nd ·~ although 1 ·~o. longe~ .~over the ~tate Departm.ent ~!JII time:. a~~ · ·: · 
.now serve as Fox News' Chief Washington Correspondent -your last sentence·from back then, about me wa.nting "to : 

.. se:~.~~!.~~~ -~~P.~rt~ ·torr~ctly,'~ also remains true. . . . i! · b G 
. . • -~ ~ ... . , .. -· - ... . . ....... ........ .... . ·-- . ........ .... .... ---· · - · - -- - ---- · ? --· · . . .. ...... ....... ... . .. . .. . . · - · ....... ____ ....... - · . ·jl· . .b 7C 

Yours sincerely, 
. '·· Ja·m·es 

James.Rosen , 

· ChiefWashington.Coi-respondent 
. ' . .j .. . . · .. 

Host, "The Foxhole11 
•• : . •• 

1 • ·i· . . . : 
Twitter: @ Ja·m·esRose·n FNC 

. . I· . . . 

•' 

li 
I; 

~-

.. ' . 

... ' : 

. i ' { 

. ' . 
,__ ___ __.,(office):. · 

krhobile) 
b 6 Per DOS . 

· ;, 

~~~~~' ' . Author, The Strong Man: John Mitchell arid the Secrets· of Woterq·ate 
' . . J . . . . . . . ' . 

. . . . ·.·· . 

Fro~l 
. · :/ Sent:~· t::-:u-:-esd::-:::t:'ay~. ,-::Se:!":', -:pt:-:-e-:":'m-:-be-r~2=-=s~, :-:20::-::1~2~1~:2=-=7::-:P==M~-_. 
·. Tq: Rpsen: lames:[ . . 1 
Cd~. ~--::---~"1:----J, ' :, 
Subject: Re: Chr,is Steven~ . . • , I 

~- . . 

Hi James· 

·. 

.1.; . 
. . ·. 

.,·,. 

. . ·: 

.· .. 

. .. 

b 6 
,b7C 
.··• 

::: . 

.. 
I . 

~ . ' \ . 
. ' . . ': . . . . l . . . . 

_ · Please-excuse the slow 'reply, yesterday was a long one: And thank you for your: words about Chris:. 1 don't. k:now-,if you . ·. · · ·-. . . . f . . . · . ·' '· . . . 
. . had. ~ relationship with him, but I. had a c~ance to get ·to know him~ little over the lasJ v.~.ar, and· I unde'rsta'nd why e_ve,ry. · ·· ·. 

person who ever kriew him is devastated. . . . . . 
·: ... 

'-: . 

. J . 

It has indeed been awhile since you covered State, at least a couple of years since you were re-assigned. I can't recall-
exactly when tha1t was,· bu~ I vividly remember why. . .. I • • • • ' . I . 

· · r ·- ·· :. ·, · -· · · · · · · · · · · · · · - ' · 
.. t'll a~m~t that m~ anten~a n:'_ight b~ a ·li,~le. t~o s_~nsiti~e th~se days. gi~e.n -~II that's going ~n, but I c~n't h~l8 b~t. notic~ 
t_he t1m1ng of your no~e com1ng so soon ~fter Michael Hasttngs posted on.hne the unfortunate exchange lie~and ·t had- . · · 

. ~hich alluded to~a mali~iC?US_ accusation against me that. YOU know: bet~er than anyorye never.happe~ed, a1,'d is a\tido~s··-: . 
he. · ·. ' . . . . , . 

s~. in an ~b ~Oda ?c~ Ofcau\1o: ~~d ~:attempt at self-restr<ii~tthat ~~a~ a_bsent in my ~n\~il exchimge wit~~Hajtinlf!: ., . . . . 
· · .. t~mk 1t's 10appr9pr~~te fory~u n I o w~rk t~geth~r m_ this ms!ance. T~1s 1s t~o sen~us. a.t•me for an~h1~g else to ~~·M · .. 

play.,For that reason I'm addmg o he cail dec1de 1f someone· else. shoul~ be ass1gned to work Wlth·S~ate:on th1s, as · .. 
· · ' · weit:iny coll~agu:e.Q~ the: even ecides you shoul.d cbDtin~e. in which case she can answer yo~r qu~stio.ris rb~ : 

well as I ca~. · · ,. . . -:-.·.. · : _ · ··,... b?c 

Eith,:r _optio~ w~ul~ avoid what I believe ·is a clear conflict :. !· • 

Hope you're otherwise .well, 

·. i..______.l . ..... . .( .. 

' . .. ·'· 
: ·~· 0 • 

' 
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·ro!O 
Subject: ·urgen~ . . . . · b6 Per DOS, FBI 

Sent: ;:Jul ·S, 20_~9 5:~6 PM _- . . .. . . 1?C Per FBI 

· · I ~1--.j u_l t- -lea~ned .. te~-minute.s ... ago ... ;t hat-.the...,£ox .. News~webs i:te ... is __ pl.~.!'!~1og J~.n. .. .r.Hp.r1!ng .~ . . 
·story tomorrow!! morning, developed by someone out of New York, .to the effect that the_re .is . 
trouble· in. th~ HRC-Qbama reiationship. I think ·they are keying -off the recent NYT ~rd Wash 
Times st~ries f'llegil"!g HRC was pushi~g :or ·a ~arder. line on -Iran , . e'tc. I . ~ould ~ikel_ an on
the ... record quote from you,. presumably d1spelll.ng such rumors, _and also to chat w1th .yo~ off 

. tne record IONIGHJ abou:t . who ·you think . is . ~ehirtd . t~e . . rumors/whis.pers etc. . Pls call ron. my' 
. ce~l- _ If you don '.t commilnicate with me~ f-I can't, be of help ~:0 shaping 

~~=~-~~~~=~~: -~~~~:-~~~=~~ j·.'· 
James Rosen 

· Fox News State Department Corres pondent 
(office) 

' . (State) 
l.tkobi1e) 

l 

':· 
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1>.LL FBI UIFClR1!A'I'Iotr CON'l'AINEC 
f:IE...q£I N IS UHCLA.SS IFIED ~ 
DATE ll-19-20ll:i BY .J76Jl8T80 HSICG . I . ·, 

.. , . 

From: · · Rosen, JameJ I ' L· _, ·. 

Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject:· 

Tuesday. Sep .... te ..... , m-b-er-25""'".-2 .... 0~12~2:""'"5~3""'"P~M-.------.J 

. Hensman, Chris D 
· RE: Chris Stevens 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. ~ 

I 
ThanksL..I _ __,fhalt. is gracious of y~u a·nd mu~h appreciated. Yours cordially, James J 

. ~ . . . . rr 

\ 

~~ l. 
sent: Tuesday,-septerober.25. 2012 2:48PM I 

b6 
b7C 

-To: Rosen, James! 
Cc: Hen~man~-Ch~t-is-:_ 0:---. ----------.! r 
Subject: R.e: Chri~ Stevens 11 . . · . . ·. I . . 
James, as in_ t~e press room, I am at your service if yo~ need help as well~r-------""'fna:ke regular·J ;e. of thi~ 
channel. . . · . .. · i : .. 

'From: Rosen, Ja~es [ ..... m7a""il~to:':l ~- -=-:--:-=-~~~:-----.--.....11.
~r•·Ii....tax Si'~ 25, 20V Q2·r PM 

. ect ]Rensman, Olns:J 
Subject: RE: Chris Stevens · · . · · 

··L..-1 ---JI . 

I 
I' 
.I 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I 
, ·I 

ThankSf()r yourrt: .. . ·. . . r . 
First: Please krio~ that-my expression of_cond~lences about Chris Stevens ~nd hi_s colleagues was heartfelt.~ '--~_id no( .. 
know Chris, butt reported at the time (on Bret Baier's show) on Stevens's firs~ few trips to Bengtlazi .. Whe~ he. died, our 
videotap~ librariah-sent me an email thad sent-to him, back:iri Ap~il2011, requesting a-search ~r any vide& of a . · · 

. . • . I • . . . . . •. . . . . . . . .. n-
diplomat named <::hr!s St~vens. So I had followed his work somewhat and was, like all American patriots, deeply · · · 

dis~ayed at his aha his colleagues' d~ath. . · · . .' · _ ~ . . . - ~ . 

Now: A few notes,! on some of the other~h-ings you wrote. -: ~ 1 
: . · II 

I have already_ dei~_ted most of yesterdaVs em_ails- ~o a fo~en.si~ exa-~in~ti_6n is i~possi!)le, ~nd would, in ~ny case, be 
no one's idea of Time Well Spent -but I don't think I yet knew .abciut your exchanges with Michael Hastings.w~~n I . I . ·,, . . .·. . · . •I . .• . 

reached· out to you. What had: happened was that 1 had reached out fi~t. to Chris Hens man, who informed .. me that All 
. Things Stevens Joprnal ~e-re.being handled bvl . It informed Chris that my last encou~ter with· you, in.. b6 
Phuket, Thailand in July 2009, had not been po'sitive and that I doubted you would be responsive to .any inquiries fromb7c 
me. I a~cordingt~j~s~ed c~ris if tie could ~ork as an intermediary t~ e_xtract from you the· answers tq t_hre·e.l

1
questio·ns _I : . ·: 

was posmg, to w1t. . .. . , · .. r . ., 
1: Is w"j'i CN N is reporiing aboutthe co~tents o'.the j~~~al accurate? · ' . . . , . 
2. Did.Amb. Stevens convey back to Foggy Bottom any of the security concerns that he_ purportedly-entered · 

· into ~i~ jour':'!<U? and . · . · . · ' . · · . · · : I · · 
,3 . . Can Fpx News freely use the statement tha1 provided to·the l:luffington Post without ~ttributing it . 

to t~e,. Hu/fington Post? 
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~ 
. . ' . ~ 

. . . . . . ' . . . ~ 

None of my questions related. to the Has.tings exchange, as I did not yet know about it. The reason I decided ~o contact 
, I . . ' 

you directly was. because a few hours had pasSed; 1 had not yet heard back from Chris; and I regarded that I had no other 
option t·han to corltact you; Chris did ultimately reply, by the way, later in the day, apologiling to'r connectivity is~ues 
and providing the 

1
tollowing (background). answerS to my questions: No comment on th~ accuracy of CNN's r~porting; 

· any dealings Am b.! Stevens had with Foggy Bottom would be cQvered by the FBI investigatio~; and no one ~t 1State was 
d~avowing the.Hiiffington Post stateme~t, but 1 should contact you for anything further. . . ~ 

Th~t I did inde~d ~ake the effort to contact someone whom I had ev~ry good re~son to b.elieve wo.utd no~ ~k recep.tive 
.. to my inquiries shbuld be seen only for what it was: my devotion to .. thoroughness in the execution of my aslignrrient. 

That I' wound up rkporting on the Hastings exchange for ,.Special Report" came about only. after all of this ha~ 
traOspired; and ·asiyi;u had·noi responded to my_ first inquiry; ·I had little reason tO try again.. ·· . · · · . ·l 
Elsewhere you stated: · · · · j 

·. It lhas indeed been awhile since you .covered State, at least a couple ~f years since you wOre{e-asslgned. 
I ~a.n't recall e·.xactly .when that was, but 1 vividly remember why. ~ 

~s go~e;nmen.t ·o~dals never tire of telling repo~ers, and as is certainly apt in this i11stanc~, you w~~e not ~~ivy to the 
decision-making P.rocess involved when I was re-a~signed from State (in late July 2009) an·d ·accordingJy.it w9uld not be a 
safe assumption tbr you to assume that you know why, or "remember wl)y," said decision was made. This would be the · · 
case whether you~ pu_rported understanding, or memory, is "vivid," dim; or otherwise. · . ~ ! . . . . '• ~ 
Then·there is what you refer to as Michael Hastings's allusion to "a malicious acc~sation against me th~t yoo know 
better than anyorie never happened~ and is a vicious lie.'f ~hen I read that that passage in the Hastings . h6 
exchange, I did ndt know what it referred to; and was baffled by it. Accordingly, it is untrue for you or anyohe else to h7c 
assert that I "kno+ better than anyone" th~ truth or falsity of Hastings's insinuations; because I did not hav~- and do 

. no~ today have -:-~he faintest idea of what Hastings was talking (or writing) about .. You will further note that in my 

.. ~c:port!ng on Bret Baier's. show, I opted not to include any references to this passage. 1 · 

If we acce~t thO plrticulars and sum total ofall that 1 have written here as the truth- which you should. b+usi!it Is - · 
· one inescapable cbnclusion should be that there is no inherent "conflict of interest" in our working together;· , ·, 

professionally antt collegially, when circumstan~es warrant. At least I would not so regard, despite the exp~rience in 
Phuket and other~ like it. (I would take this opportunity to say that the Hastings exchange makes our encounter in 

. Phuket look like ~edded bliss, _by compa~ison; and 1 now don't feel so badly abou~ it. Never in ~Y life have ~ used such 
language to ques\ion or ~hallenge a government official, and never in my life has any government official u~ed such · 

lang~age! or. ~e~t t
1
he need to use such langua~e, in communications 'with me.)- · ~ 

.. . . r . . . . ~ . . 

I dose·bytaki~g n'ote ~f .what y~u yourselfwro~e to me on the night of July9,.2009-a mere.fortnight .before my re- . 
. assignment- and_ which is embedded in this very email chain for all to see, below .. You stated then, near t~e end of my 

tenure at State: . ·. · . · . . ' 
.· I . . . . : · · . · . . ·1. . . 

Your job is to cover the Secretary and you have done so ~~o~ely and well, and we .have done everything . . ·. t cantohelp youdo so .... [Y]ou yourself want to s~e things reported correctly... . , . . . · . 

That ~.as certa~nly true ~hen you wrote it,l I and- althoug~ ,I no longer cover the State Departmen~ full t1me, ab6 
now serve as Fox News' Chief Washington Correspondent- your last sentence from back then, about me .v!rantlng "to b 7c I . . . . : . 
see things reported correctly," also remains true. :; 

1!, 

Yours. sincerely, 
·James .· 
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·James· Rosen 
Chief Washi_ngto?·Co_rrespondent 
Host . "The Foxhole" . • . -1 . 

~~~~~Ja~m~-~s~osenFNC 
office) -, 
m9bile 

' I 
' .. 

.· ; . 

·Author, The -strong Man: Johh. Mitchell and the Secrets of Wat~;gate . . I . . . . 
From 
Sent:":o-.T::-:_u=_~::::;_ ;::y-:-, ~-Se=. p:-::te=m::;be:-::-:-r -:;:25;::::-,-::;2:=:0-:-::12:-1::-:-:::"27:;-.. ::::::P.M:-7"_ ____. 

To: -Rosen; James:·J I 
eel . I 
Subj~: Re: Chris Stevens ;-. I . 

:. 

Hi James 

.. 

. ·,. 

. :· 
I • 

... , 
': 

··.' 

I 
' I 

I 
. ! 

b6 Per DOS · 

.· . 

b6 -
b7C 

.. 

P.Jea~e excuse· .. ~he slo~ r~ply, . yesterday was a.lo.ng one. And thank you for' you~ word~ _abOut Chri~., I don't kvow. if vo:u 
ha~ ~ r~lat~or:tshj~·with him, but 1 had a chance -to get to know him a little over the last year, and I understa~d why·every 

. . ·. ~ . . .. . \' . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . 

. pers~n v.:ho e~er k_new him_ is devastated. · . - · · ~- · .. .. . I . ·. . . . 
.. it has·i~d_eed beep aw:hile sine~. YO!J covered.State, at le~st ~coup\~· ofyea~s since you were r~-assigned. I c~n't r~~all 
. 'e>ia.c)ly when\hai Was; ,bUt I vividlY rerOember why. .· ·,. . . . · I . . · . · · 

I'U ad!l'il that ~ !antenna·might be a little .too senskive these days given aU thars going on, but I Can't help ibut notice 
'the timing ~f your-note coming so soon-after Michael Hastings posted online the unfortunate exc~ange he ~nd I had - . .. 

: :whict) alluded._to ~ ma.licious accusation against me that you know better than. anyone never happened,:an~ is a vicious .. ·.-
• • . • ·· . • . - • · rr -· · . 

n~. _· ·. ·_: . ·. . - ,, . . . ; . . ·. . . .· ~ . 
·. , . . . . .· . . . . . . . · · . . · : · I : . . 

. So in an abundanc~ of caution ·and· an attempt at self-restraint that was absent in my email excha~ge with ~astings, I . . .. 
· thin~ i(s inapprobriattHo.r you work toget~er in this instance. This is too serious a time for·a·nythirik else:to be at · 

play. For;that re_a;~addin o.he can decide if someone else should be assigned .to· wor~ with.:St:ate on (his; as,.:.-
well my colleagqL_jn tt:u!.even ecides you should continue, in which· case she can·answer your questions as· . . 
well as I can,' · · . ;. · , · · · - :·· · .. · . · · · ; . - · 

1

!1 .. ·. 
~ ,' • • ' I b6 , , 

' - · - , · : b7C . 
Either option would avoid what I believe is a clear conflict r 

;.· ~op~· y~u 're: .. Qthl~is~-·~e;~, . ' . ·. · . · - • ·; ~~ 
' I .... · . ' I ·.·•. .. ' I· .· . ' : . 

-. 

-l 

' ' . 

.. ..... 

. . . ·..___I ____. 
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.long time, no speak. Hope this finds you well. Wondering if we can talk today, on any basis that makes you 
comfortable, re: :the altogether saddening subject of Ambassador Stevens and his journal·· and in advance of 
which you have my deepest condolences. tam reachable today at the Fox State booth I I If for 
some reason I don't pick up when you call, kindly leave me a number where I can call you back. b6 Per nos 

Yours cordially, 
James 

James Rosen 
Chief Washington Correspon.dent 
Host, "The Foxhole" 
Twitter: @JamesRosenFNC 

~office} 
~State} 
mobile} 

b6 Per DOS 

I 
Author, The Strong Man: John Mitchell and the Secrets of Watergate 

---·-Original Message-----
From~ 
sent:·~1~n~urrc.sa~a~yT,~Jmu~Ivy'0~9~,~z~eme~g-s~:1"9~P~Mr-----------~ 

~~~~Ro:en: :amesj(PACE) · 
subjec : ~ox 

I know that bot~an~ave connected with you on this, so I will spare you from being 
triple teamed. . . 

b6 
b7C 

But I want to convey that w.hat FOX chooses to air or publishes reflects on FOX in its 
entirety, not solely on "someone out of New York" ~ho we have never heard of and who will 
disappear from our lives after tomorrow. You are FOX's State correspondent. Your .job is to 
cover the Secretary and you have done so closely and well, and we have done everything we can 
to help you do so. While it's our job to do so, you· yourself are also capable of 
communicating to Judson Berger many of the answers he is seeking ws~ yourself have 
asked many of them or have been present when other have asked and oq___Jhave answered, on 
camera - so we. fully expect tha~ you will do so. Not only becaus yourself want to see 
things reported correctly, but because ultimately, you are our primary point of contact at · b6 
F~. hlC 

Thanks James 

------Original Message-----
Fro~es Ro:sen 
To:L___J 
Subject: Urgent 
Sent: Jul 8, 2009 5:26 PM \. 

~------~~~1 jJst learned ten minutes ago that the Fox News website is planning on running a 
story tomorrow morning, developed . by someone out of New.York, .to the effect that t here is 
trouble in the HRC-Obama relationship. I think they are keying off the recent NYT and Wash 
Times stories alleging HRC was pushing for a harder line on Iran, etc. I would like an on
the-record quote from you, presumably dispelling such rumors, and also to chat. with you off 
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the record TONIGHT about ·who you think is behind the ~umors/whispers etc. 
cenl ~· ··Ifyou .don't communicate withme~ I·I can't be 

~~~~ ~ ~~.~.~~~ ~ -~~~~~~ -.~~~=~- . . . . ·; . . 
james Rosen · . , : . 
Fox News statei Department Correspondent I~ 

(pffice) 
(State) ·. 

I flnobile) 

I 
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Pls call ·~on .my .. . 
of . help . i ·n shaping 

II . · 
b6 Per DOS , FBI·. 
b7C Per FBI .. 
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. . 
.· ALL f BI UfFOR!.!A'T I OH CCH'I'AIHEC 

3Z~IH IS UNCI...'i.SSIFIED 
DA'fE 11-19-2016 B"£" J76J18T80 NSICC 

I . -. 
f=rorr-: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

ensman; C ns D 
Re: Chris Stevens b6 Per DOS, FBI 

_ b7C Pe r FBI 
- . . ' : . . . ~· . 

James, as in the pr.ess.room, I ~m· at ·your service if you need .. h.elp as well: Justin a~ ~endell make regular \,l~e of.th!s· . . 
channel. .... :· :: ~ · 

· j -.. 
. ( 

From: Rosen, James [malltol 
~?t: TuesdaY. ~gtem~r 2:-:::5-, 2:::-:0:-:::1~2-=~:-:::::2-::j09~PM~--.-. _---J 

cc{ : JH~nsman, Oms 0 
Subj~: RE: Chris Stevens 

!I 
b6 Pe r DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I 
~ .. .. . 
t 
I 

Thanks for your reply. 
'· : 

First: Please. know that my expression .of condolences about Chris Stevens.al)d his collea~ues wa·s. ~e~rtfelt. il "di.d not . 
. know Chr~s, but I reported at the time (on Bret Baier's show) on Stevens's first few trips to Benghazi. When he died, our . 
videota.pe m)raria~ :.s~nt me an em~il i had sent to him, back in .April ~Oil, .requesting a sear~h for any video~of a. · . 

::~~;'~~:~~~a~'~::~::~.;:; ::t~lli>wed his YIP'k someWhat and was. like all Arnericall patriots, d1 ply · 

No.~: A few notes :on some of the o:he; ~lngs y~u ~rote. , . · " : . . .. . ~- . . .. 

. · I ha~e already delet.ed most of yesterday's emails ~so ·a forensic examination is impossible, and would, in a ~y case, be · . I . . . . . • 

no one's idea offime Well Sp.ent ~ ~ut 1 ~on't think !"yet knew about your.ex~~anges with Michael Has~ings~when _1 
.reached_ out to you. What had happened wa~ that I had reached out first to Chris Hensma_n, who informed me that All · .. 

. . Thing~ .stevens JoJrnal were bein~ handled b _ j1 info:rmed Chris tha~ my last enc.ount~r wit~ you, in 'b6 : 
Ph.uket, Thailand ;h July 2009, had not been positive and that 1 doubted yoti would be responsive to any inquiries frot:n b7c .. . . ·1 . . ' . . . . . ' ·t· . . 
me. I accordirigly asked"Chris.if he could work as an intermediary to extract from you the answer~ to th~ee ~uestions I 
was posing, to wit

1
: . . · . , : · · . _ . ·~ 

~· lswh~t CNN lsrepOrti~g about the contents.of the joum~l. accurate7 · ! . , 
2. Did Amb. Stevens convey back to Foggy Bottom any of the secunty concerns that he purportedly entered 

Into hls journal? and·. .: . i· . . . . · ~ . . . . 
3. ·Can F?.x News freely use the. state~ent thaf pro

1
vid.ed to the Hu/fington Post wit_hout attributing itb6 . 

. to the H~ffingtonPost? . .1 b7c 

· None of-my·quest!ons related to the Hastings exchange, as I did not yet know about it. The reason I decided to Cot)·tact . I . . . ' . . II ' . -
Y9U directly was because a few hours had passe_d; 1 had not yet heard back from Chris; and I regarded that I had no other · 

·.option than to co~~act_you. Chris did ulti~ately reply, by the way, l ~ter in the day, apologizing for connecti~ity issues 
. . and p~o~_idi~g the,followi~g (bac~ground) ~nswers. to my questions: :No comment on t~e a~curacy ~f CNN's~re.porting; · 
· a_ny deahngs·Amb. Stevens had with Foggy Bottom would be covered by the FBI invest1gat1on; and no on~ ~.t"State was . 
. disavowing the H~f/ifl;gt.on Post statement, but 1 should contact you for anything further. · ~ 
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: . , · 

. :. 

•I . ' • 

. That I dict._indeed ma~e the ~ffort t~ ~o~tact someon~·whom I had eve:ry g?od re~son t() believe. would not b~rec~ptive· 
~o my inquiries should be see.n only for what it was: my devotion to thoroughness in tf:l.e execution of my ·assignment. . . . I . . . . . .. . 
That.! wound up reporting 9n the Hastings exchange for "Special Report" tame about only.after all of. this had 

. transpired; a. rid as you had not r~spoild~d to my first inq.ui·ry,_l' had littie reason to try again. fr 

.• • • • , . . • : < li 
Elsew~er~ Y9U stated: l .. 

. lt·ts indeed· been awhile since you cove~ed State, at'teast a couple ofyea~s since yo~ ~ere ~e·assigned: 
I c1n•t recati exactly when that was, but I vividly remember Why. . . . f 

. . _,.. . . . : . . .: .. . .. ' . ii . 
As government offidals ·never tire of telling re'porters, and as is certainly.apt in this instance, you were not pdv}t to the· · 
decision-making p~ocess involved when I was re~assigned from,State-(in late July ~009)and accordingly it wo~uld .. not be a 
safe a~sumption f~r:you to assl,.!me ·that you ~now·why, or :'iemember why," said· decision was mad~. This ~~uld beth~ . 

. case wheth.er __ vou1 purported und~rstand~~g, or ~~~ory, is·"vivid," di~~ o~ otherwise. .· ·· . · .. · . ... j 
Then there is what you refer to as Michaei.Hastings's allusion to ·~a malici<?US acc;usation against m~that_ yo ·know . 
better than anyon~ never happened, and is a. vicious lie.'J rhen.l ·read that that passage .in the· Has~!i1gs ·. . . _b 6 
exchange, I d!d not'know what i~ referred· to; and was baffled by it.. Accordingly; it is untrue for you or anyone else to · b7c 

· a·.ssert that l"kno~ better than anyone" the truth or falsity ofHastin~s's i·~sinuations, .because I did not hav+·· and do 
not today·have- t

1
he faintest idea of what Hastings was talking (~r writing) .about. You wilffurther note that1 in n:tV · . 

reporti~go~ Bre~~Baier's Sh?W, I o~ted no~ to incl~deany re~erences 1to.~l)-is· passag~. . . j .· . ' 
If h l . · . f ·.. .. h h h' h h ld b I · · w~ accept t e pprttculars and suin total o all that I have w~itten here. as t e .trut - w 1c you s ou _,' ecause 1t IS-

.one inescapable concl.usion should. be' that there is no inherent "conflict of interest" in o~r wor:king togethe£, . 
:professionally and collegially, when circumstances.warrant. . At least: l would not so regard, despi~e the ·exp~rience in 
Ph.uket and other~ like·it .. (i would take this opportunity to say that t~e Hastings ~xchange makes our encou~ter in 
Pl)uket look like :~edded bliss, ~v ~ompari~on; an~ I· no~ don't feel so bad.ly abo.ut it. Never in rJ:~Y life hiive !~used such 
l~nguage to question or challenge a government official, and ·never in my life has any government offh;ial used such 

.. I · . · · . . t 

.- lan~uage, or felt.the need t~ use· such language, in communications with .~e.) : .. ~ 

. I clo~e .by taking Jote o~ what you yourself ~rote' to me on the night of July 9, ;Q09- a mere fortn_ight befo~e my re- .. 
·assignment-:- and which is en1bedded in this ve,Y ~mail chain for all t~ see, below. You stat~d then, near t~~ end· of my . · 
tenure at State: · :J . . 

Ypur job is to cover the Secretary and you have do~·~ so ~losely and well, and-we ~ave don~ everything 

we ca~ to help you do so_. ... [Y]ou ~ourself want t~ _s~e thtngs reported-correctly... . f . .' : ·. · .. · 
:rhat .w.as certainlt true when you wrote i~ hnd -although i no longer cover ·the State D.epartment full time; arb6 · 
now s~rve as._FoxjNews' ~hiefWa~hi~gto~ ~orr~spondent -y~:JUr Ia~-~· sentence f~om bac~ then;.about me ytanting "to'· b7c 

. see-th1ngs reported correctly," also remams true. : · ·,. .•. . . 
. ' . •. 

Yours sincerely, 
James 

-------·-··-.-·----
James Rosen . 

C~ief Washingt?n Corr~spondent 
Host, "The Foxliolen : 

Twitter: @JamJsRosenFNC · 
I . 

{office) 
(h,obile) 

I 

. : :' 

.. .. , 
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b6 

I b7C 

jl 

. . _, 

Hi Jar:nes 

~leas~. excuse, the
1 
slow ~~ply, yest.erday wa~ a long o·ne. And thank you for your wo;ds about Chris. I don't k~ow If yo~ . 

·~ad a relationshi~ with him, but I had a c.~ance to.g~t to know him a little·ove.r. the last year, and I unde~sta~d w_hy every · 
persori·who ever knew him i~ devastated. . . ' . 

i 
•• • • · .· . . . . . I. 

It has indeed been awhile since you covered State~ at least a -couple :of years since you we~e re-assigned. I ~n't recall 
· · exactlv· when thai was, but I vMdly remember whv. · · . . · . . , . · . · · 

l ' ll .admiphat rny.lnt.enna might be alitlle t~o s~~sitive th.ese-~ays given ail that's going ~ri, b.ut 1 c~n·~-h~l~ .~ut notice · ·. . . l . . . ~ . ' .. . . . ' . • . . . 
the timing of your. note cor:n,ng so soon after Michael Hastings posted online the unfortuna_te exchange he ~nd U1ad - ·=- · • 

which alluded ~o ~.malicious accusation again'st me that you know better than anyone never happened,: and is a vicious . 
. ' ' ' . ' . jl lie · . · ... · · · : · · · · . . . . ' .. . . ' . ' ... : · .. '· ' ' . . :' !. . ·. ' .. 

So in an 'abundance· of caution. and ~n attempt at self-restraint that was absent in. my email exchange with ~astings, I 
think it's il'1appropr:iate _for you and I to work together ~n this instance. This is too· serious a tim~ for anything else to be .. at 
pi~Y: FQr that rea~on hri add in~ can decide if someone else should be assigned tp work with St~t~ on ihis, as 
we.ll my collea~upn the eVentC..__jJecides yo_u· should ~ontinue, in \\fhich case she can· an~wer your~·questions ~s 
well as J can. . . ·- · · . . · . · . · · , · · 

. ' ' ' ' . ' ' . : ' ' b6 
' . I . . .. . ·: .. ' . ' ' . . ' [I b7C 

Either option would avoid what I believe is a clear conflict 1 
· . . 1 . ' . . . . 

·. Hope you're otherwise well, 

··..__I _____.I · 

. . . I 

··. From: Rosen, Jarpes[malltol . 
se · · ber·24, 2012 03:02 PM 

: To · 
Subject: 

,,· 

i 
I 

I 
. .. .~ 

L 
·') b6 Per DOS, FBI 

, . .. · · . · b7C Per IFBX . 

. , .. ···· , ;. ·. . I 
Long ~ime, no speak. Hope this_ finds you well. Wondering if we can t'alk today, on ~my basis that makes you 

'comfort~ble,· rel _the ·a.ltogether saddening subject 'of Ambassador St_ev'ens ~n-~ his jou,r:nal -- and ~~~advance of;' 

~hich 'i<:>u havel~v deepest cond<:>lences. I a~ reachable today at-the Fo'.( State b_ooth: 202-861'-4}82. If for.: 
som~ reason I d'on't pick up when·you·call; kindly leave me a number w~er~ I can call you back. [ · 

Yours cordiallY, . . . .. H1C-961l · 

; ~ ~ . 



James 

James Rosen 
Chief Washingt'!n Correspondent 
Host, "The Foxhole" 
Twitter: @JamesRosenFNC 

office} b6 Per DOS 

State) 
''mobile) 

Author, The Strong Man: Jo m Mitchell and the Secrets ol Watergate 

~----9riginal Message-----
From:L 
Sent: ~T~h~u~.r~s~d~ay~,~J~u~l-y~0~9~,~2~0~09~8~:~· 1~9~PM~----------~ 
To: Rosen, James 
Cc: I KPACE) 
SubJect: FOX 

I. know that bothD anOave connected with you on this, so I will spare you from being 
triple teamed. 

b6 
b7C 

But I want to convey that what FOX chooses to air or publishes reflects ~n FOX in its 
entirety, not ·solely on "someone out of New York" who we have never heard of and who will 
disappear from our lives after tomorrow. You are FOX's State correspondent. Your job is to 
cover the Secretary and you have done so closely and well, . and we have done everything we can 
to help you do so. While it's our job to do so,· you yourself are also capable of 
communicating to Judson Berger many of the answers he is seeking ~se~ yourself have 
asked many of them or have been present when other have asked andl___Jo~have answered, on 
camera - so we fully expec~ that you will do so. Not only because you yourself want to see b6 
things reported correctly, but because . ultimately, you are our primary point of contact at b7c 
FOX. 

Thanks James 

----.--Original Message·------
Frt;les Rosen 
ro 
SUO)eC : Urgent 
Sent: Jul 8, 2009 5:26 PM 

b6 
b7C 

~----~~~ I just learned ten minutes ago that the Fox News website is planning on running a 
story tomorrow morning, developed by some~ne out of New York, to the effect that there is 
trouble in the HRC-Obama relationship. I think they are keying off the recent NYT and Wash 
Times stories ·alleging HRC was pushing for a harder line on Iran, etc. I would like an on
the-record quote from you, presumably dispelling such rumors, and also to chat with you off 
the record TONIGHT about who you think is behind the fumprs/whifpers etc. Pls call on my 
celll I If you don't communicate with me,_ _r can't be of help in shaping 
this monster. Best, James b6 Per DOS , FBI 

b7C Per FBI 

·James Rosen 
Fox News State Department Correspondent 

I !
(office) 

.__ ----~.(State) 
b6 Per DOS 

HRC-9612 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: -... I Hensman, Chris o1 

Subject: RE:. Chris Stevens 

·.· 
ALL l'BI IHFOR!'.!A'f i ON O:::HTAJUEr: 
HERE I H I S UUC l..A.S S I F'IE.D 
DATE 11-13-2016 EY .176J18T80 NSICG . 

.. 
. ·. · 

I · . . 

i 
b 6 Per DOS, FBI 
b 7C Pe r FBI 

I 
I 

Thanks for your reply. 

. First:· Ple~se knoJthaf my expression ·of condolences about Chris Stevens and his colleagues was hea~elt. · I did not . 
. kno~ Chris, but l'~eported at the 'time (on Bret ~aler's sh.ow) on Stevens's first.few.trips to Benghazi. ·~hen! he diecj, our 
·vid¢otape libraria:n sent me a~ emai! 1 ~ad senHo him, bac.k in April2011, requesting a search for any videJj of a · 
diplomat named Chris Stevens. So I had followed his work some~hat and was, like·all America·n patriots,de~ply 
disn:'ayed at his.ahd his colleagues' death. . . !I . · I · · s 
Nqw: A fe~ notes on some· of. the- other things you wrote. · · .ij · · · · I · · · 1 · 
I have already de\eted. inost of ~esterday'~ ~mails- so a forensic exa~ination is impossible, and would, in any, case; be 
no one's idea of Time Well Spent- but I don't think 1 yet knew about your exchanges with Michael Hasting~ when I 
re~ched ~ut to y~u. ~hat·h_ad ~appened ~asrhat I had reached:o·ut first:to C~ris Hensman, who. info~me~~rru~th~.t All 
Things Stevens J9urnal were bemg handled by_ l111)formed Chns that my l~st encounter With you, m· . b6 
Phuket, Thailand ;in July 2009, had not been positive and that I doubted you would be responsive to any in~uiries from b7c 

me. I accor~inglx ~sked Chris if he could work as a~ .intermediary to extract from you t~e C!OSW~rs to th.ree~questions I 
was posing, to wit: ·· · ·· . . 1 

1. Is w~at CNN is reporting ab~utthe coritimts ofthe joum~l accurate?" - ' - l : _-- _ 
2. D1d "imb. Stevens convey back to Foggy Bottom any of.the security concerns tJ'lat he ~urpo.rt.ed,ly entered . 

·in~o ~is journal? and ; . · · . · · , . · · I · . . 
. 3. Can ~o~ News freely use the s~atemen~ tha~ provided to the Huffington Post witho.ut ~ttributing it b6 

·· to the Huffington Post? · . · · · . 11 · b7c .. I . . . . -. . ~ 

None of my ·~u~stlons related to the Hastings exchange, as I did not .yet know a~out it. The reason i dec!de<J. to contact ... 
. :you directl~(was because a·few hours had passed; l.had not yet heard b~ckfrom ·chris;· and I regarded .that~! had no other 

option th~n to cdntact you. Chris did ·ultimately reply,·by th~ way, later in the day, apologizing for connectivity. issues · . · 
. and providing th~ following (background) answers to my questions: No comment on the accuracy.of CNN'~ reporting; 
any de~lings. Am~:Stevens had'with Foggy Bottom would be covered by the FBI investigation·; and~~ one ft S~a.te was 
disavowing the Huffington Post statement, but I should contact you for anything further. . . . J1• • .· . I . . . . 
T~at I did inde.ed,make the effort to .. contact someon~ wl')om I ~a·d:eve:,Y :g~~d reason to b·elieve would n~~ b~ rece~iive .. ·= · 

· t.o .f!'Y inquiries shquld be seen only fQr what it was: my devotion to thoroughness in the execution of ~V ~ssignment . 
. Tha.t I ~ound .up r eportin·g on the Hastings .ex~hange for "Special Re~ort". came. ~bou~ ~~~~after. all ofthis had :·. · ··. : · , 

. ~ransp1r~~;- and as y~u had· not responded to my first inquiry, rhad· htUe reason to.try ag.a1n. ' ~ 
. . , . I . . II! 

Elsewhere you ·stated: · · · : . 

1 . . l. . . . · J 
lrhas ind~ed been awhile since you covered State, at least a cQ.uple of years since you were re-assigned. 
I can't.recall exactly when that was, but I vividly remem~er ~~y. · · · · · · f . · 

. ' 
7 

·HfKC-9614 

I! 



. ;~ 

. . . . . ' -~ . 

. As government offiCial~· never tke of telling ·rejiort~rs, and as is certain;y apt in this instance: you were not ptvy to i~e 
d~cision·making ~rocess involved when 1 was re·assigned fr~m State (in late July 2009) and accordingly itwq

1
uld not be •1. · 

safe assumption fbr you to assume that you know why, or ... remember why/' said decision was· made. This would b~·. the · . 
· 'case whether you~ purported understanding, or' memory, is ,;vivid," dif?;~ or otherwise. f1·· · 

. ·! .. . . . ' ' . 
The~ there Is wh~f you r~fer to as Michael, Hastihgs's.allusion to ,;a m~li~ious accusation against ~e that yo~)<n9~ · .-

. bet~e~ th~n anyo~~ .~e.ver happened, and is a vicious lie.'i ~hen !'read that t~at pass~ge in the Hast:ngs · .. · .·· b6 

.exchange, I did not know what it referred to, and was· baffled by·it. Accordingly, it is untru·e for you or anY,oqe el.se to 'b7c 
. . . I . . . . . . . . . 

assert that I "kno~ betterthan a~yone" t~e truth or-falsity of.f;iastings's insinuati.ons, because I did,not_. ~av~.-:-and do 
. not today have- the faintest idea of what Hastings was talking {or writing).about. You will further note that- in my 

reporting onsret ;Baier's show, I opted notto indude any references to this passage" . . . I . . 
lf w~ ~~cept th~ Pfrticutars and sum totai o.f all that I hav~ written·. here as the trut~. -which you·should, .be~ause ~tis--:- . 

-one inescapable conclusion should be that. there is no inherent "conflict of interest" in our working together:, · · · 
. professionally an~ ~ollegially,· when circumstances warrant. At least I would not so regard, desplte.the~xp~riEmce ·in . . 

I : . . . • . . . . . . " . . 
Phuket and ·others like it: .(1 would take this opportunity to say that .the Hastings exchange makes our encoupter.in 

. _ , ~huket look like· ~edded bliss, by comparison; a~d 1 now don't feel so badly about it. Never in. my life have ~~:used such. 
-language to que5~ion or challenge a_ government official, and never in my life has any g_oyernment o~ciall:J!>~d _such 

. language, orfelt the need to·use such·Ianguage, in communications with me.) . ~~ . ..... .'. . . . I· . I '· 
. . . i ~ ' 

I close by taking no~e· of what you yourself wrote·to me on the night of July 9,.2009 - .a mere for:tnight before my re-

.:=~~~~~~~~t:~ij which is embedded 10 this very email chain.for all to see, ~~:ow: You stated then, near tt eOd of my 

Your job is to cover the Secretary and .you hav~·done ·so.closely .and well, and we have done everything 

· .. : · J~ .. can to help you d~ so .... ('J:'Jou your_self want t~·see. things repo_rted correctly~.. . . -~ .• _' , .· _ .. : . 

That was .i:ertainJ true when you wrote ij land co. alth9u8h I no.IOnger cover tl)e State ~partmen~fuli time,and 
no:w s~cye as Fox 

1
News' Chief ~~shjngton _Correspondent- your last sentence_ from back then, about m~ wanting "to b6 

see.!h•ngs r:ported correctly; also. ~mains true. . · . .· .. 1 b?c 

. Yours since~ely, f, · 

· - ~~ ~ 
.... _: _____ .________ ~ 

. ~ 

I 
. James Rosen ' 1. 

·. ·Chief Wa~hington· Correspondent 
. . . I 

· Host "The Foxhole" 
' '' , ... 

· ·Twitter:· @JamesRosenFNC. 
I 

(office} · 
l 

(mobile) 
~ b6 Per DOS 

I 
Author,. T!1e Strong Man: John Mitchell and the Secrets of Watergate . I . 
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. . .. . . . ; . . . . .. . · . · .. f .. 
Please ~xc~se. the! ~ro·w reply, .ves·~e;da~ was a long ·one. And thank y~u f~ r: your wo~ds abo~t Chris. !.don't .k~OVJ if yo.u 
had. a relati.9nship

1 
with hi~. but I had a chance to get to know him a little over the las~ year, and 1 un~erstan~ why every 

.. , ·per~on~wh~ e~~~ knew .hii'n is devastated .. : · : . . . · ·.'. · .. · : · · .. . ~ · . . . · .,. 

. . . : . .. . .. . . . . . ·. .:· . . !I . . . 

It has ind~ed bee7 awhile si~ce you covered State, a~· l~ast a couple of years si.!'c~ yqu Wf!re re-assigned. I c~~n'fr~call . 
ex.actl.y ~t)en. tha.t~~as1 ~ut .l,v~~idly. remem~er why. . . . .·. . L 
I'll admit .that ~y ~ntenna .might be a little too sensitive these days given all that's going .on~ b~t I ~a.n't helji ~u·t ·notice 

. th~ timing of you~ note coming so soon after Michael. Hasting~ posted online the ~nfortunate excJ)ange he ahd ·1 had.-:· 
which alluded to J~a!icious ·accusation against me that you. k~ow better than af)yone never happened •. apc::JJis a vicious'• . 

. lie. · ' · · · .· · · · · · · : . ~ · 
.. 

.. . . . . . . .. . . . .· ' : . ~ '. ~ '• ~ \ . . . . : ' : ' 

So ln.an abundan·ce of cau.tion and an attempt at self-restraint that was absent in mY .email excha-nge with Hastings, I . . . · 
think it's inappro.priate .for you and I to wo~k together in this in~tance. This is too serious a time for anYthin~;~tse· to be at , 
play. For that' reas~n I'm ad~ing~~ can.d~cide if someone else sho.uld be assign~d t?· work ~ith ·sta'te C?n this,.as 
well my collea~up· ~~e evenq__Jiecides you should conti~ue,;in wh.ich case she can answe~ your ques~ions as · · 
well as I can. : · · · . . ·· · ' : 

.. · .. ·. . . . . . . ·. , . . .· . .. . . . . •. . 

Either opt.ion would. avoid what I believe is a clear conflict · l . . . I: . . . . . . I 
Hope y~·~·re oth~~ise ~~~~~ . . · · . . .· . . . · 1 . 

b6 
b7C 

~ 
· .. 

11 . 

·· .. b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

•.· . 

I 
I I ... . . . . I . .. · 

lo.f!g t!n:te, no sp,~ak. ·~ope thi~ finds you well. Wondering·if we can talk to~ay, on any basis that Jt1,ak~s you .. . 
comfortable, ·r~dthe altog.ether saddening s~bject of Ambass~dor S~evens and hi.s journal·-- and in ;advance of 
w~ich y~u have my· d.eepest condol~nces: 1 am.~.reachable today atthefo~ State booth! :: jlf for ' . 
sor,ne r.eason·l d~n!t pick up.when you call1 l<indly leav~ me a num,berwhere I ~an c~ll you. back. t,6 Per ~os 

. . • -.. · . . • '1 

il .,. 

Yours cordially, . ·· . 

)a.mes B 

\i 

. · .. 

James Rosen · 
ChiefWa~hin~on Correspondent 
Host, uThe Foxti&te" 

JameJRosenFNC ,......, ........ ~...t....IO=~·,, . 
(o1~ce) 
(S~~~e} 
mobile 

~ ... 
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· . .: . ·I . . . . .. . ·. ·.· . . . . . .. · ... · ·.· . · .... ·. . 
A~t~.?.r, .The Strong Man: John Mitchell'and the· Secrets o(.Waterqate. 

. . ' . 

--"-tiRi;;ai !Messa~e--"- ~ 
From:_ . t 

. Sent : Thursday, July ~9., 2ee9 .8 ; 19 PM · 
. ' To: . osen · . ames . . 

, . . '· 

,. 

I 
~ 
I ,I 

. 'b6 
b7C 

. I 
I k~ow that bothOa.ndO~ave conhe~ted with you on this., so I will spare you from ·being 

··triple teamed. ·· · i .... 
· But I want to convey that. ~.hat FOX chooses· to air or publishes reflects on· .. .FOX .in iis . 
e~tirety~ not isolely ._on ·.-."soineon~ .out ?f New York" who we have never._t:ieard ·of and wtt<? wi~l 
d1sappear from our llves· after tomorrow •. · You are FOX 's State correspondent • . Your JOb 1s to I . . . . . . . . . .. 
cover the s·ecr~tary and you h~ve· done so closely a·nd well, and ~e have do.n_e everythf.ng we can 
.to help you do · so . . . Wf:lile. 'it's our job to· do so, you you~self are also capable of 1i . . 

~ommun.icating: \to Juds·on Berger· many . of the answers ·h~ is se~kingt:J. seCJ· yours·elf ~ave . . · 
asl<e~ many of 

1
them <:>r ·have been pre~~n~ when oth~r have asked an or have an~~ered, , onb6 · 

.ca~era 7 so_ we
1 
fupy ~xpe.ct that )'O~ w1ll ~o· .so . . Not only. becaus. ·yo~ e.lf .w.an~,. to see· b7c 

·th1ngs reported correctly, but .becalls·e ... ult~mately, you are our prJ.mary poJ.nt of cor:ttact a~--
Fox: ·, .. · · · · · · · ··· · · ~~ · · . . \ . . I . 

; . ·Thank~· James · · · . 1, 
.. .· ft 

.·· II 

: ~-

--·----Original Message-- ~ --- ··· ··: ·· · · ·111

1 

. F·rorit:· James· Rosen ... .. · . 
. fo:c:J . l ·.· b6 

SubJect: Urg~nF b?c 
Sent: Jul 8i . 2009 5:26 PM . . . . , · · .. . I.. . 

·I I I jult learne.d ten nlinutes ago ·that the Fox· News website·. is planning on r~nning ·a 
.. story tomorrow!' morning, devel_oped :by someone ou1; of New·:York,. to ·the:-' effe.~t . that· there is . 

· · trouble ~n the HRC-Obama relationship. I think they are ·key'ing o.ff the recent NYT and Wash 
Times stories alleging HRC was ·'pushing for ··a harder .line on .Iran., .. etc. .I would 1ik~ an on-

1. . • • ·I 
the.:·record quote from you, · presumably dispelling_ ·~uch !"umors, and ~lso to chat. wJ.thdyou ?ff 
the-.. ~ecord TONIGHl about ·who y~u think .is behind .the rumors/whi~pe~s etc . . Pis call ~ on my ·. . 
ce 11 :1 ,......_ J If you don't com·municate with. mel 1 I can't. be of help in sha~ihg . 
this monster. Best, James ·) · .·. .: ... . b6 Per nos, FBI r 
_.;. ____ ._: _______ L __ .. ... _______ . . · b7C Per FBI : · · · 

James . . :\ ~ 

.. ~ ... :· . ;:~ 

', 

.. 
< • 

. I· 10 

., 
I .... 
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From: I I 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Monday septembr 24, 2012 2:24PM 
I 

Re: Hastings . 

I asked for this 

From 
":-:----:-~-----.,.......1 

~~yt= Monday. Septejber 24, 2012 o2:22 PM 

Subject: Re: Hastings 

Ugh. What an a .. h ... 

From 
"":-:----:-~-----,.......1 

~~e· Monday Sente,ber 24,2012 01:46PM 

Subject: Fw: Hastings 

From~ lrmantd'=""~:-=-::~~~---' :r· Mandav seo:rber 24, 2012 01:42 PM 

Subject: Hastings 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

01'm realiy .sorry if you are g~tting inundated with emails about this but in case not, I just 
wanted you to know it's out there 

Hillary Clinton Aide Tells Reporter To "Fuck Off' And "Have A Good Life" 

As the State Department's story about what happened in Benghazi crumbles, Clinton's 
personal spokesperson, Philippe Reines, loses his temper. "Have a good day. And by good 
day I mean Fuck Off." 
http://www.buzzfeed.com/buzzfeedpolitics/hillary-clinton-aide-tells-reporter-to-fuck-off 

On Sunday morning, BuzzFeed correspondent Michael Hastings emailed Philippe Reines, 
Hillary Clinton's longtime aide and personal spokesman at the State Department, asking a 
series of pointed questions about State's handling of the Benghazi fiasco, and Reines' over
the-top attack on CNN. The emails quickly got personal, with Reines calling Hastings an . 
"unmitigated asshole" before an exchange of harsh words on both sides. 
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The email chain concluded with Reines writing that Hastings should "Fuck Off' and "Have a 
nice life." 
The full exc~ange (with one typo fixed) is below. 
From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, September ~3, 2012 10:32 AM To: Reines, 
Philippe I Subject: Request for comment 

Hey Philippe: 

A few quick q·uestions for you. Why didn't the State Department search the consulate and find 
AMB Steven's diary first? What other potential valuable intelligence was left behind that could 
have been picked up by apparently anyone searching the grounds? Was any classified or top 
secret material also left? Do you still feel that there was adequate security at the compound, 
considering it was not only overrun but sensitive personal effects and possibly other 
intelligence remained out for anyone passing through to pick up? Your statement on CNN 
sounded pretty defensive--do you think it's the media's responsibility to help secure State 
Department assets overseas after they've been attacked? 
Let me know if you have a second.Michael 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 11:28 AM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: 
Good morning Michael 
I'm adding my colleague Toria Nuland who I believe you know. She has addressed much of 
your questions below during her.daily press briefings, so I'll let t)er weigh in to remind you of 
what's already been thoroughly answered. As far as the tone of my email, I think you're 
misreading mine as much as I'm misreading yours as being needlessly antagonistic. 
But on your questions pertaining to CNN's handling of the diary: 
• You know that all USG personnel were evacuated from Benghazi after the attack. So I'm not 
sure why you're asking why State didn't find the diary first. 
• On material, I'll let Toria reiterate. but the answer is no. Though you might want to ask CNN 
if they took anything else from the crime scene that they haven't yet told anyone about. 
• In terms .of the media's responsibility, I'll start with the .outlandish statement that I believe the 
media does have responsibilities. Your question seems to imply .they have none and any 
expectation of responsible behavior is too much to ask. To be specifiG:I believe CNN had the 
responsibility to act as human beings and be sensitive to their loss when they first 
approached ~rye family. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not make promises to the family it would not keep. 
If that's too much to ask, I believe CNN had at the ve·ry least a responsibility to make their 
intentions on the use of Chris's diary clear to the family from the outset. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not deceive its own viewers for more than 48 hours on 
the source of their reporting, using convoluted attribution they themselves had to clarify, 
before admitting it was the diary they were relying on. 
I believe that when they finally did admit to using Chris's diary, they had a responsibility to 
their viewers and to the family to explain why they broke their pledge. 
I believe that many within CNN agree with everything I'm say.ing. HRC-9619 
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More than anything else, I believe that CNN- since they had already read every word of the ·. 
diary before calling the family on Friday .the 14th, the day Chris's remains were returned home 
- had all the information they needed at that point to make an editorial decision on whether 
the contents of the diary compelled them to report on it. I believe the time to invoke their 
standards to justify using the diary came six days late. I believe that CNN, if they felt strongly 
that they had an obligation to use the diary should never have presented the family with a 
choice in the first place that they'd later disregard. 
I don't believe that CNN should get credit for issuing a flimsy confession only when caught 

with their hands in the cookie jar. I believe the state~ent CNN issued late last night, 24 hours 
after Anderson Cooper's ill-conceived statement on air, basically says they agreed not to use 

it until they didn't feel like it anymore, and only admitted to it when they were about to be 
caught. I don't believe that's much of a profile in courage. 
Lastly, I believe that you of all people, after famously being accused of violating agreed upon 

ground rules and questionable sourcing, would agree that it's important for a news 
organization to maintain its own integrity if it is to be trusted. That begins with keeping its 
word. If you can't manage that, then don't give it. · 
I realize that the way this works is that you only you·get to ask me questions, but I have one 

for you: if you were in Benghazi, went to the scene of the attack, found the.ambassador's 
diary, read every word ont, would you have called them and asked their permission to use it, 

then when you weren't granted that permission agree that you wouldn't use it in any way, and 
then a few. days later just change your mind? 

If the answer is yes, then you obviously agree that CNN handled this perfectly fine. 
If the answer is no, if you would have decided its contents demanded reporting immediately, 
how would you have handled this differently then CNN? 
And you should feel free to use every word above, in its entirety. Though I suspect you won't. 
Philippe 
_________________ From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, 

September 23, 2012.12:04 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Philippe: 

Thanks for getting back to me. No, you read my email correctly--1 found your statement to 
CNN offensive . 

. . From my perspective, the scandal here is that the State Department had such inadequate 
security procedures in place that four Americans were killed. And then· the Ambassador's 
diary--and who knows what else--was left behind for anyone to pick up. Thankfully, it was 
CNN--and not AI Qaeda or some other militia--that found it and was able to return it to the 
family. That CNN used portions of the material in the diary they found at the scene--material 
that appears to contradict the official version of events that State!WH has been putting out-is 
completely in line with practices of good journalism. 
I don't know how involved Arwa Damon has been in this. But for what it's worth, Arwa is one 
of the best war correspondents working today. She's consistently risked her life to get these 
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stories, and to find out what actually happens in these conflict zones.l do agree that the media 
has lots of responsibilities, and CNN fulfilled its re~ponsibility by returning the diary while still 
managing to inform the American public of newsworthy information. So it's unfortunate that 
you are trying to make a scapegoat out of CNN. That State was forced to flee Benghazi--

. again, because of such inadequate security, leaving behind all sorts of sensitive information~
tells u~ more about DoS than CNN. 
The misinformation .here seems largely to be coming from State and the administration. The 
defense that the administration has offered that·there was no intelligence warning of an attack 
is weak. If there was no intel, then clearly the CIA and other intel agents stationed in 
Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was intel, then we have some kind of cover-up
-whether out of incompetence or ass cqvering before the election or just the trauma of losing 
four good men, it's hard for me to say at this point. 

All the best, 
Michael 
________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wrote: 
Why do you bother to ask questions you've already decided you know the answers to? 
_________________ From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 

September 23, 2012 12:50 PM To: Reines, Philippe I ·Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 

Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a change? 
· On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1 :38 PM, ~eines, · 

Philippe I wrote: I now understand why the official investigation by the Department of the 
Defense as reported by The Army Times The Washington Post concluded beyond a doubt 
that you're an unmitigated asshole. · 
How's that for ·a non-bullshit response? 

Nqw that we've gotten that out of our systems, have a good day. 
And by good d~y. I mean Fuck Off 
------'------------From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, . 
September 23, 2012 01:40 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 

Re: Request for comment 
Hah~l now understand what women say about you, too! 
Any new complaints against you lately? 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:48PM, Reines, · 

Philippe I wrote: 
Talk about bullshit - answer me this: Do you only traffic in lies, or are you on the ground floor 

of creating them? . 
And since Fuck Off wasn't clear enough, I'm done with you. Inside of 5 minutes when I can 
fog ·into my desktop, you'll be designated as Junk Mail. · 
Have a good life Michael. 
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--------,----------From: Michael Hastings Date: Sun, Sep 
23,· 2012 at 1 :50 PM Subject: Re: Request fo.r comment To: "Reines, Philippe 1.. Cc: 
.. Nuland, Victona J" 
I'll take that as a non-denial denial. 
All the best,· 
Michael 
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. · Subject: -· 
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I f · 
Monday, September 24,2012 4:35PM 

I; I · 
e: Aasbngs . 

Pis don't beat yourself up.· 
' . . . I 
We've all. been brten up enuf by·life the last 2 weeks. 

· f~m~ J 
. 5ent: Monday, September 24, 2012 02:23 PM . Tq , ._ . · .. 
·. Subject: ·'Re:: Ha'stings 

1·asked foi'this 

froml I . . . 
· Sent: MOnda~ ~ber i4, 2012 01:46 .PM 

: Tol I. · 
. · '. . Subject: FW: . astmgs . . · 
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.~rt· Monday ~otejber 24, 201~ o~:42 PM .:~ : : _. b7c Per. 
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FBI .. 

Subject: Hastlngs · · . · .· · :.· · . I · : 
o·l·m : reau~ .. sorry if you are getting inundated With emails about this but in case _hot; i'iiJst 
· ~~nted you: to, know it's out .there · I · 

I . . . . . . 
Hillary Clinton Aide Tells Reporter To "Fuck Off' And "Have A Good Life~· . 

1 
• 

. As. the S.tatJ Depart~ent's story about. what happened in Benghazi crumble·s·, Clid~on's : · : .· 
: P.~rsonal ~p?kespers~:m, Philippe Reine~. loses h·is temper. "Have. a good day. An~·· by good · 

· . . : · day I me~~ Fuck Off.~~ . . . . . ..·.: - . ._. · · . · ~ HRC-.9623 
· http :1/www. duzzfeed .com/buzzfeedpolitics/hill a r)l-cli nton-a ide-tell s-repo rte r-to-fucR-off 
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On Sunday morning, BuzzFeed correspondent Michael Hastings emailed Philippe Reines, 
Hillary Clinton's longtime aide and personal spokesman at the State Department, asking a 
series of pointed questions about State's handling of the Benghazi fiasco, and Reines' over-

n 
the-top attack on CNN. The emails quickly got personal, with Reines calling Hastings an . 
"unmitigated asshole" before an exchange of harsh words on both sides. 
The email chain concluded with Reines writing that Hastings should "Fuck Off' and .. Have a 
nice life." · 

The full exchange (with one typo fixed) is below. 
From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 ·~0:32AM To: Reines, 
Philippe I Subject: Request for comment 

Hey Philippe: 

A few quick questions for you. Why didn't the State Department search the consulate and find 
AMB Steven's diary first? What other potential valuable intelligence was left behind that could 
have been picked up by apparently anyone searching the grounds? Was any classified or top 
secret ·material also left? Do you still feel that there was adequate security at the compound, 
considering it was not only overrun but sensitive personal effects and possibly other 
intelligence remained out for anyonepassing through to pick up? Your statement on CNN 
sounded pretty defensive--do you think it's .the media's responsibility to help secure State 
Department assets overseas after they've been attacked? 
Let me know.ifyou have a second.Michael 
______ ---.:.. _________ On Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 11:28 AM, Reines, 
Philipp~ I wrote: 
Good morning Michael 
I'm adding my colleague Toria Nuland who I believe you know. She has addressed much .of 
your questions below during her daily press briefings, so I'll let her weigh in to remind you of 
what's already been thoroughly answered. As far ~s the tone of my email, I think you're 
misreading mine as much· as I'm misreading yours as being needlessly antagonistic. 
But on your questions pertaining to CNN's handling of the diary: 
• You know that all USG personnel were evacuated from Benghazi after the attack. So I'm not 
sure why you're asking why State didn't find the diary first. 
• On material, I'll let Toria reiterate, but the answer is no. Though you might want to ask CNN 
if they took anything else from the crime scene that they haven't yet told anyone about. 
• In terms of the media's responsibility, I'll start with the outlandish statement that I believe the 
media does have responsibilities. Your question seems to imply they have none and any 
expectation of responsible behavior is too much to ask. To be specific: I believe CNN had the 
responsibility to act as human beings and be sensitive to their loss when they first 
approached the family. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not make promises to the family it would not keep. 
lf.that's too much to ask, I believe CNN had at the very least a responsibility to make their 
intentions on the use of Chris's diary clear to the family from the outset. 
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I believe CNN had a responsibility to not deceive its own viewers for more than 48 hours on 
the source of their reporting, using convoluted attribution they themselves had to clarify, 
before admitting it was the diary they were relying oh. 

· I believe that when they finally did admit to using Chris's diary, they had a responsibility to 
their viewers and to the family to explain why they broke their pledge . 
. I believe that many within CNN agree with everything I'm saying. · 
More than anything else, I believe that CNN - since they had already read every word of the 
diary before calling the family. on Friday the 14th, the day Chris's remains were returned home 
- had all the information they needed at that point to make an editorial decision on whether 
the contents of the diary compelled them to report on it. I believe the time to invoke their 
standards to justify using the diary came six days late. I believe that CNN, if they felt strongly 
that they had an obligation to use the diary should never have presented the family with a 
choice in the:first place that they'd later disregard. 
I don't believe that CNN should get credit for issuing a flimsy confession only when caught 
with their hands in the cookie jar. I believe the statement CNN issued late last .night, 24 hours 
after Anderson Cooper's ill-conceived statement on air, basically says they agreed not to use 
i.t until they didn't feel like it anymore, and only admitted to it when they were about to be 
caught. J don't believe that's much of a profile in courage. 
Lastly, I believe that you of all people, after famously being accused of violating agreed upon 
ground rules and questionable sourcing, would agree that it's important for a news 
organization to maintain its own integrity if it is to be trusted. That begins with keeping its 
word. If you can't manage that, then don't give it. 

I realize that the way this works is that you only you get to ask me questions, but I have one 

for you: if you were in Benghazi, went to the scene of the attack, found the ambassador's · 
· diary, read every word of it, would you·have called them and asked their permission to use it, 

then when you weren't granted that permission agree that you wouldn't use it in any way, and 
then a few days later just change your mind? . 
If the answer is yes, then you obviously agree that CNN handled this perfectly fine. 
If the answer is no, if you would have decided its contents demanded reporting immediately, 
how would you have handled this differently then CNN? 
And you should feel free to use every word above, in its entirety. Though I suspect you won't. 
Philippe 
_________________ From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, 
September 23, 2012 12:04 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Philippe: 
Thanks for getting back to me. No, you read my email correctly--1 found your statement to 
CNN offensive. 
From my perspective, the scandal here is that the State Department had such inadequate 
security procedures in place that four Americans were killed. And then the Ambassador's 
diary--and who knows what else--was left behind for anyone to pick up. Thankfully, it was 
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CNN--and n~t AI Qaeda or some other militia--that found it and was able to returri it to the . 
family. That CNN used portions of the material in the diary they found at t~e scene--material 

. that appears to contradict the official version of events that St~te/WH has been putting out--is 
complete.ly in line with practices of good journalism. 
I don't know how involved Arwa Damon has been in this. But for what it's worth, Arwa is one 
of the best war correspondents working today. She's consisJently risked her life to get these . 
stories, and to find out w~at actually happens in these conflict zones .I do agree that the media 
has lots of responsibilities, and CN N fulfilled its responsibility by returning the diary while still 
managing to inform the American public of newsworthy information. So it's unfortunate that 
you are trying to make a scapegoat out of CNN. That State was forced to flee Benghazi-
again, because of such inadequate security, leaving behind all sorts of sensitive information--
tells us more about DoS than CNN. · 
The misinformation here seems largely to be coming from State and the administration. The 
defense that the administration has offered that there was no intelligence warning of an attack 
is weak. If there was no intel , then clearly the CIA and other intel agents stationed in 
Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was intel, then we have some kind of cover-up
-whether out of incompetence or ass covering before the election or just the trauma of losing 
four good men. it's hard for me to say at this point. 
All the best, 

Michael 
_ _______ ____ ___ __ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: 
Why do you bother to ask questions you've already decided you know the answers to? 

------------· ______ From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 
September 23,2012 12:50 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for. comment 
Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a chan.ge? 
________ _________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:38PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: I now understand why the official investigation by the Department of the 

Defense as reported by The Army Times The Washington Post concluded beyond a doubt 
that you're an unmitigated asshole. 
How's that for a non-bullshit response? 
Now that we've gotten that out of our systems, have a good day. 
And by good day, I mean Fuck Off 
____ ___;_ ____________ From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 
September 23, 2012 01 :40 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Hah--1 now understand what women say about you, too! 
Any new complaints against you lately? 

-=------------------ 0" Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:48 PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: . HRC-9626 
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Talk about bullshit- answer me this: Do you only traffic in lies, or are you on the ground floor 

of creating th~m? 
And since Fuck Off wasn't clear enough, Tm done with you. ln~ide of 5 minutes when I can 
log into my desktop, you'll be designated as Junk Mail. 
Have a good life Michael. 
_________________ From: Michael Hastings Date: Sun, Sep 

·23, 2012 at 1:50PM Subject: Re: Request for comment To: '~ Reines, Phil!ppe I" Cc: 
"Nuland, Victoria J" 
I'll take that as· a non-denial denial. 
All the best, 
Michael 
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From: 
· sen~: 

To: 
Subject: 

., I . 
Friday. September21. 2012 1:52PM . . 

I TIME: How·Libya Makes Obama Vulneratl~nd the GOP Knows It 

· . hftp://swampland.time.com/20 12/09/21/how-l!bya-makes-obama-vulnerable-and-the:oop-knows-itl . . . . . . . . . I . .·. . : . :. . _: . . . . . 
·How Libya 1}1akes Oba·ma Vulnerable-and the GOP Knows It 

) By ~AY NEWTON-SMALL :.@JNSmall 
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"Rally around the -~ag" time is over. For the most part, Republicans._with the exception of.Mitt Romney-:- . ... 

had held their firk in the wake ofSept~ 11 attacks against U.S. embassieS in Cairo and ·Libya, which claittieci . 

the lives of four keri~ns iiJ.cluding U.S. Ambas~ador to Liby~ J . Christopl;ler St~vens. ~ut as q~estions. .. 
· emerg~ about ·ho~t?e.Libya ~ttack, _in particular, went doWn, Repub~i~ns a~_ starting to criticizf .th~ . 

Obama Administbtion for not anticipating the violence and not doing enough to secure Libya after the fall 
' · · of M ua_mmar ~ad~afi. · . · · . . : · . · . · . · . · . · · · - ~- . · · 

· · Republicans·alm6st .Universally rea'cted with skepticism and soorn after a briefing ThurSday "'y·Secretary · · 
. . . . . I , . . . . ~ . 

of State Hillary Cphton~ Direc~or ofNationa.J Intelligence Ja~es Clapper and l)eputY Se,cretary of Defense 
As~ton Carter. "'f:hey're trying to' cover their behinds," Rep. Bill Fl_ores, a 're:l_Cas· Republican, told ;pte . 
Hill upon leaVi~g~the House briefing. Se~tor Bob Corker, a Tenness~ Republican, echoed the se~timent: 
~'Tha~ i~ the niostj~eless ~orthless briefi~g I have atten~ed ·~ -~ lon~ time." . . . ·. · . ~ . .· . 
In the days followmg the attacks, the Whtte House at first said ~t believed the attack m Benghazt m eastern. · 

Libya that claim~ Stevens' life was spon~~9US, bo~ of protestS over an inflammatory Califorrtia-ma~e·_ 
video mocking the -Prophet Muham~d. "We do not have information at present that leads u~ t~conclu4e · 
that this w~ pr~~editated orpreplanned," U.S. Ambassadort9the United Nations Susan Rice told.CB$'s 

"Face .th~_Nationj _on Sept. 16. · . · · . .. · . . .· . ~ · · . · 
The_ Administratip~ ~as since changed course and now adm~ts the attack ID:_~Y. have been pre-p~a~ed,. 
~linton -tol~ s~~~fors on.Th~rsday that she believed that i_t \vas "~el~-evi4ent" that it_ was a terro~st ~ttack. 
It seems like .It-was obVIous [there was] some element of preplannmg, but how farm adveutce, that shard 

to say," Rep. Adabt Smith, the top Democrat on th~ House Armed Servites Committee told repo~ers. 
Though, allthree1briefex:s were careful to underlirie that the~e had be~n no chatter or. warning of:an attack, I . . . . •' 
despite six recent al Qaeda-linked incidents .:- not aimed at the U.S. - .in Bengh~zi in recent wee~. 
. r . .. • . . . • 

Republicans say the Administration potentially dropped the ball in Libya, not doing· enough to p;revent a 

terrorist attackiliat claimed Amencan lives. Some have even likened President Obama's resp~nS,e as more 

deer-in-headiighb than George W. Bush's blank stare when told about the ~n tower attacks o~ ~pt. 11, 

2o(n while ~~di~g a book to-children. Obama, they note, ~as admitted to sldpping some ofhis1aily 
intellige~~ briefings. The Administration ~id not do enough t9 secure weapons in Libya'followipg the fall 

. ·of Gaddafi~ ~ey Jay, and sent in U.S. diplomatic personnel with inadequate security. ~ .· 

The GOP criticisln may be fueled by public reaction to the Mideast debacle.· An NBC/Wall Street 
· .Journal poll re]e~sed Sept. 18 found Obama's foreign policy appr~val rating among reglste.red vbterslo be · 
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49%, down from 54% a month earlier. Among.independents that fall was steeper, down to 41% from 53% a 
month prior. 
Until the embassy attacks, Republicans have had trouble denting Obama's strength on foreign policy. 

Obama, after all, ·had approved the daring raid that killed Osam~ bin Laden and his policies are pretty 
much in line with those of George W. Bush. Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney has had a 

tough time going to Obania's right on almost any foreign policy issue. And Romney has also suffered from 

a ham-handed approach to the subject. A Reut~rs/Ipsos poll out Sept. 18 found that four in 10 voters felt 

less favorably towards Romney· following his far-too early and ill-conceived criticism of the embassy 

att~cks. Romney has said little more about the Liby~ attack other than underlining the importance Qf 
bringing the killers to justice. Whether he echoes his GOP colleagues' criticisms· remains to be seen. 
Read ·more: http:/ /swampland. time.com/2012/ 09/21/how-libya-makes-obama-vulnerable-and-th~-gop-
knows-it/#ixzz277zScHKI · 
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This email· is UNCI..!ASSIFIED. ~~ 

! ' i 
.feed: The cable 1 . 

Posted .on: Friday~ Septe.mher 28, 2012 11:01 AM . . 
Author: Josh Rogin · · . . . · · 

b6 
b 7C 

Subject:. Entire Sehate Foreign Relations Committee calls for more Info O!l' embas$Y attacks 'I . I .. . . I 

. All19 members .;, the Senate foreilin Re;atlons committee wrote tO t;leputy Secretary of State TomiNid~s ·. · . 
. ~ rid.a.v to r~q u~st [m~re a nsw~ ~s .. and; another .administration. briefing: o~ the. w~~e of anti-American ~ttack.s that · · 
. ·t<?ok plac.e ear!•er1th1s· month, mcl.udangthe Sept. 11 assault m Benghazi that k1l.led Amb .. ,Chr1s Stevens and .. 

. three other.:Am~ric.ans. · :. ' . . . I . " 
·"PleaSe expand tL a ccou nti nil of the attacks against U.S. missions in Egypt, Libya and Yemen begin • ing' on 
Sept . . 1~, . 2012; to1l include attac.ks that took place at any U.S . . missio.ns from Sept. :i1~13, 2012, •• the ~oin~ittee 

. member wrote in ~he letter, obtained by The Coble, referencing attacks 011 the U.S .. embassies in Su~an, 
Tunisia, and. Paki~t~n, among others. .. . . / i! . I 

The' senatorswanl to know not ~niY ·i~ secu rlty at these various misslims was ad<iquate, bUt what stlps th: . . I . , , . .. . . . . , . . . . . '1 . 

host governments took to protect. 'the U.S. mission~ ~uring the attacks~ They also. want to ~now if th'ere w~s 
~r.oper i~~ell.igen'ie-sharinc. bet ween those .. gQvernments and the u.s. governmeii t and whether sec~rity is . 

tight enough ai ~!s, missions iii dangerous pi3ces that weie ~oi attiu:~edthis nionth: · . . . , ' 

The letter was orlanlzed by Senate Foreign Relations Conimittee Chaifman John Kerry (D·MA) and [epreserits 
a follow:--~P and ekpansion on Kerry~s Sept. 171etter to Nides, reported by The Cp.ble.Thursday. :1 · ·' l ' . . . . . ··.... . [1 

Kerry:'appear~.t~ .~ebalanci~g between d~manding answers abo~t th~ ·administration's handli:!'lg offh t:: Sept . . 
· · 11 events and defending the·Obama team from escalating Rej>:ublican critiCism; fuel.ed by daily i':evJiations in· 

t.he conse~ative· ~hd mainstream m.edia. . · · :. . . · . . . . . ·J . 

. On MS~BC Fridavl the Mass.achusetts senator lamented. that ~~~·e R.epublicans;and t he·.Romn.ey ca~paign : · 

have b,eeh q~ick tb attack the Obama admini~tration's respon~e to th.e Benghazi· attacks. "All they c1n do Is see •. 
· the ·politics in this~"· he said. ·· · · · I · 

' 
·· .. · 
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The committee wants a briefing on all these questions the week of Nov. 13, when the Senate is expected to 
next be in session, even if the FBI investigation and the State Department's Accountability Review Board aren't 
finished by then. The presidentiai election is one week earlier -- Nov. 6. . 

.. We recognize that many of the matters may still be under analysis and investigation at that time, but given 
the importance of these issues to all committee members, even an interim response would be particularly 
helpful and much appreciated," the senators wrote. 

View article ... 
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• 'From: 
Sent: 
To: 
subject:· 

Saturtlay. September 29, 2012 2:23 P~ , · · ., · 
. I I Mills, Cheryl 0 ; Kennedy, Patrick Fl 

Re: SFRC · . ·. L.. -----...J b6 . 
b7C 

Thanks .. Kerry is tr\ting to reassert control over the committee, and. box out some of the Rs who.are be]ng incredibly · · · · · 
politkal about this. · · ·. ~ · 

. . I .::·= ·i,. 
Froml I ·· ·. \I 
Sent: Friday,· Sept~ber 28, 2012 03:~A PM . ~ 
To: Mills, Oleryl D; Kennedy, Patrick F{ ~ 

b6 
b 7C 

Subj~: SFRC .·.J. .. · L---. -----. --, .---. .....J . • . II· .. 
http://www. foreignpoticy. com I files/fp uploaded documents / 120928 8enghazi%20Ct%20ltr%20%20%209%2028%2012. pd f . . ,. . -

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
. .. :. . 

' I 

... feed: The cable 1·.. I. l · ! · r[· 

· Posted on: Friday, september 28, 2012 11:01 AM I 
. Author:. Josh Rogin · · . · · . · J 1. 

· ·.· ~bject: Entire tie ~eign Re~.tions Committee calls for niore info 0. emba~ atta~ . I : · · · . 
All 19 members Of the·Senate Foreign Relations committee wrote to Deputy Secretary of State Tof11 Nides · · · 

. Friday .. to reques~ m.ore .answers and ·anQther administ~a~iqn briefing on the wave ·,of anti-American·~ attacks th~t 
took place earli+ this. month, including the Sept. 11 assault.in Qen·g~azi thafk,illed Am b .. Chris ~te~ens. an~ . . :. . . 

three oth~r Am~ric_aris. · ·. · ·. . . . . . ·.. . · 1 _ · : ·. . > I . . . . . . ·. . . . . 
11 Piease expand the. accounting of the attacks against U.S. missions·in Egyp~, (i.b.Ya. and Yemen beginning 01'! ' .. · 
Sept. 11,.2012, tbinclu~e .attacks th.at.took place at any U.S. missions·frpm:Sept -11-13, 2012," thei committee . 

. . I . . . . . . ' , . . . , .. . . . - ·= ' . 

. me!J:lber: wrote in the letter, obtai11ed by The ·Cable, referencing attacks on ttie U.S. embassies ir\'S~dan, . 
· Tunisia,· and Paklstan, 'aniong others. : · ·. · · · ·: ·· ... .. · -·. . ~ · · . . .. ·.- I . . . . . . . . _. .. · . . -·.. .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .· ::. . ·. , 
The senators .want to.kf':low not only If security at these va~ious missions was adeQuate, but wha~:s.teps the . I . . . . . . . . .. 
hpst-gove~rim.~~ts t9ok to p~o.t~ the .u.s~ missio~s dur,ing the attacks. They.also want t.o kno~ if ~her~ was 
pro per ·intellige nce-sha.ring· between. those ·governments and th.e U.S. government .and wh ~ther s.:fcu rity is 

.· tight ~nough at U:S. missions in dangerous.places thatwere.nQt attacked this month. ·. :r . . .. 
. I .. . . .. . ·.. . .. .. , : ·. : . :! . 

The letter was organized by Senate .Foreig·n Relations Committee Chairman John Kerry (D-MA) .and represents · · 

a follow-up and r xpanSion ~ni<errv's Sept. i7 li>~erto Nides, repOrted b~ ~he Cab:e T.hursday. •• II.. . . . . . .• . 
Kerry appears to be balancmg between demandmg answers. about' the adm1~Jstrat1on. s handling of the Sept. . -
11 events and dbteriding t he Obama team from escalating Republican criticis.m; fueled by daily re~elatio.ns ·i·n · 

. . . , . . . . . , . ·!I . . 
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· the conser:vative·and mainstream media. 

:On MSNBC .FridJ the Massachusetts senator lamented that some RepubliCans. arid the Romney ca~paigO . 
. have been:quick to att~ck the ·oba·m.a administration's response to .the Benghazi attacks. "All they·c~n . do is see .. 
· \he politics In thil_" he said. . . . . • . . . . · . . · . . . •.. . . · r 

The committee Jants·a briefing on all these qu_estions ihe week of Nov. 13, when the Senate is exp~cted to . 
next be ·in s·essio~, even if the FBI investigation and the State O,epartment's Accountability Review Board aren 't 
finished by_ then". iThe PreSidential eiE!Ciion is onewOek earlier -~ Nov. 6. , . . · . J · . 
·"We recognize ttl at many oft he matters may still be under analysis and investigation at that time; ·b'ut given 
the importance df these issues to a.ll committee members, even an .inter.irri. response. would b~ pard~ularlv . . 1 . . . . - . ,. . . . . r. 
helpful and mucH app.reciate~;'' the senators wrote. . · · · ~ 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: · . 

.Subject: 

~~~-==:}I . 
$un~ay; September 23, 2012 9:33 PM 
stratc6mm . . · 
Nice profile of S in Irish Times 

··First amo.ng:--egu·als 

~. 
. ' 

. 'The Iris·~ Times- slturday, Sept~mber 22, 2012 : . 

P~OFILE: LoliJ decried as a polarisi~g i'1fluence in US politics, Hiilary C/i~on is now seen as a S~e pair .of 
hands; .. and a stro

1

•ng contender for president in 2016, wriies LARA .MARLOWE in ·Washington 11· · · 

b6 
b7C 

. . . . . . . I 
. ThatJ~ p~one L =ie thi~ month. when Chris Stevens, tile US ambassadOr toUbya, and three O:therUS 

diplomats were·Jcilled by~ angry mob' that stornied the.consu.late in J;lengh~i on the anniversary ofd9/l LIt .. : 
· ' · · . . · n · · · · · 

. was the first time since 1979 that an American ambassador had bee!} murdered. Foreigri policy suddenly moved 
centre stage in thb US presidential canipa,ign. · !1. 

P ·.d B JOb . . d . f Cl' b' . ' .I . fr ed th . . . . h~ Cl' . ' . . · res1 e~t . arac~ ama an secretary. o state mton, once· ttter nva s, ~on ont e ~ns1s toget. ~r. 1nton· 
annoimced the d~a~s first, just before 10 the next morning. Wearing a dark sujt and ·triple string of ~earls, _s~e. . 

• projected powe¢11, controlled emotion: "Today, many Alnericans are. asking·:... indeed, .I asked. myself:- how .. 
could th~s happe~?" she said . .. How could this happen in a country we helped· liberate, in a city .we h~lped save .. -' 
from·destruct.ion?'-' An hour later, Clinton stood.be~ide Obap1a as he m~de a similar speech.in.-the R11~e Gard~n. · 

· As riots .'and ·dejonstrations multipli~ across the Musli~ .world, Obama seemed.to use Clinton as alishi~Id. Mi~. 
Romney's camPAign attacked the presic;ien~ ·for a-statement' by the US embassy in cairo deD:Quncing k anti~ 
:Muslim filni: Thb admin~s~ation was p~alysed. IfObama .. crit~cised the offensive film~ he'd be·accused of 
being a Muslim, of"apologisin~~· for Ainerica~s freedom of~~pres_~ion. . . . . . , . · l . · 
Finally, it waS Clinton, in a meeting with her Moroccan co'unterpart two days aftertlie assault on th~ consulat~ 
in BenghaZi, whb said wh~t neec;ied to be s~d: "The US had absolutely nothing to do With .thisvid~. We .. · . · . 
a~soll;Jiely reject its content and message .. .'To· us, to me personall'y, this video is disgustmg·and. ii ·. 
reprehensibl~.,. · · ! . . , . 
. . .. . ' . 

· .. Obam~ ~d .clinton received th~ bodies of the four dead diplomats· at Andrews. Air For<?e· ~ase. Clin~on 's w~rds' 
.. touched the dee~t chord amo~g the viCtims'· families, perhaps_ be'c~use they were her employees. When . 
· Obama firiished-his speech, Clinton reached ov~r and clasped his hand. · As they left the ·podium tog~ther. he put . 
his ann ·around Her'. All week, Clinton stood gravely by Obarila~s sid~. looking every inch the commander.; in- . .•. . 
chief-in-waitingJ · · ·.. ;; · 

II 

. The pr~vious wJek, when the Democrats ralli~ in Charlotte, Clinton w~ a powerful presence, thoLgh sh~ 'd.· · , . , . 
gone abroad, saying the secretary ~f state must be a non-partisan pubiic servant.. ~er husband Bill'~ speech was I . 

credited with .gifing_Obam~ a post-conv~ntion "botinc~·~ in opi~o~ polls~ ~e ~stat~ ass~ption~was.that. . 
regardless ofwlio·wms on November 6th, the Democratic nommatlon next t1me JS Clmton. s for the asking. . . . . . . .· . I 
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This week, as Mitt Romney's campaign floundered over a video in which he appeared to disown nearly half the 
US population, O~ama's re~lection iooked more likely. "If Hillary does run in 2016, Obama will owe her and 
her husband," says a Clinton friend and fonner fundraiser. "The respectful working relationship benefits them 
both; it's worth their while to keep it going." · 

"Barring an act of God, she'll be the Democratic nominee in 2016;" predicts Peter Feaver, professor of political 
science at Duke University and a former adviser to the National Security.Council under George W Bush. "I 
cannot imagine a Democratic challenger who could defeat her, unless· she was ill. She will be a juggernaut in 
2016." 

Clinton has long made it clear she will leave the State Department in January, before Obama's term ends. She · 
has talked of setting up a foundation, or working with her husband's Clinton Global Initiative. 

Terry ·McAuliffe;the former head of the Democratic National Committee who chaired Bill's 1996 re-election 
campaign and Hillary's 2008 campaign, swears that 2016 "is the furthest thing from her mind today. She is 
looking forward to spending a . couple of years relaxing. She has e~ed it." 

Would he chair her campaign again, I ask McAuliffe. "It's a long way off and she'd have to ask," he says, 
before showing the mettle of true believ.ers. "But let me put 'it this way: I would do anything Hillary asked me to 
do. I love her." 

Clinton will turn '69 a week before the 2016 election- Ronald Reagan's age when he assumed office. "She'll 
take tim~ off and the politi~al fire will return," he predicts. "She'll have a har~ time resisting." 

If Clinton wins the White House four years froni now, "first woman president" will crown her list of "first" 
achievements. 

In 1969, she was the first member of a graduating class at Wellesley women's coilege to. deliver the 
commencement address. Her criticism of the Vietnam war was covered by national media. Hillary earned more 
than her husband.for 15 years before he became president. She was the first first lady to hold a postgraduate 
degree, the most travelled, and the. first to be elected to public office~ the Senate, in 2000- while still living in 
the White House. 

·clinton Wa$ also the first fonner first lady to become a cabinet. member, breaking all records for travel as 
secretary of state. In the week the US began bombing Libya in March 2011, she clocked up 20,000 miles flying . 
back and forth between Washington. Europe and the Middle East. The adjective most used to describe her is 
"tireless". · 

· It's not uncommon to hear Americans say, ,.1 wouldn't have voted for Hillary in 2008, but I would vote for her 
today". · . 

"She hasn't changed," her friend.stresses, as if annoyed by a fickle public. McAuliffe, too, is both galled and 
gratified by Clinton's change of fortune. 

"People now see her as I've seen her for 30 years," he says. "Smart, energetic, funny, sweet, personable, 
outgoing, gracious, generous ... The press tried to define her and her husband negatively. Now, through her 
tenure as secretary of state, people see the real Hillary Clinton." · 

The Clintons started dating when both were students at Yale, 4.1 years ago. Their marriage continues to 
fascinate. · · 
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"It's a mystery to a lot of people. It's -probably a mystery to them too,'' jokes the friend, who .compares Bill and 
Hillary to Franklin D and Eleanor Roosevelt. The Roosevelts stayed together while leading largely independent 
lives. 

McAuliffe insists the marriage is more than a political and inteiJectual alliance rooted·in shared ambition. 
".People go. through tough times,'' he says. "But you can tell they care so deeply about one another. My wife and 
I spent some time on vacation with them a couple of weeks ago. You know, you watch them walking down the 
beach, holding hands, and· oh my goodness, yes: it's love, affection, admiration, respect." 

Clinton has been the most popular woman in the world in Gallup·polls for 16 of the past 19 years. Forbes 
magazine calls her the second most powerful woman in the world, aft.er Angela Merkel. She's the most popular 
member ofObama's cabinet, with approval ratings in the high 60s . 

. Books'have been written about Clinton as a "polarising figure". Yet she no longer polarises. In 1995, the New 
York Times writer Todd Purdum called her "the Rorschach test first lady," after the ink blots whose · 
interpretation is supposed to define one's personality. Cliitton herself, and a slew of commentators, have seen 
public reaction to her as an indicator of society's attitude towards women. · 

As the United States became more accepting of empowered women, Clinton mellowed. Public and stateswoman 
grew accustomed to one another. Twenty years ago, when Bill .stood for the presidency, Conservatives described 
Hillary as "the Lady Macbeth of Little Rock [the· capital of Arkansas"]. Today, Republican critics such as Prof 
Feaver give her the highest marks in Obama's cabine~ and say she's a good secretary of state, if not a great one. 

Clinton's election to the US Senate in 2000 seemed to liberate her. She started showing her sense of humour in 
her 2003 autobiography, Living History, in which she described her own laugh- which the press. call a cackle-

· as "the saine big rolling guffaw that can ... send cats running from the room". · 

At the 20 1 0 American Ireland Fund gala,' Clinton delivered a gentle ·putdown to an etfusi ve buildup by her then 
economic envoy to Northern Ireland, Declan Kelly. ••Thank you Declan. You have once again proven the truth 
of one of my husband's rules of politics," she deadpanned ... Always be introduced by someone you have 
appointed to high office." The audience erupted in laughter. 

Diplomats give Clinton rave reviews. ~·She's had an open door into the State Department for Ireland," says· 
Ambassador Michael Collins ... I can't tell you how important that is and has been, not just for people from 
Dublin, but also for people from Northern Ireland, all of whom she has made very, very welcome there. Tiris 
hasn't always been like that." 

Collins credits Clinton with being the first secretary of state to make an official, bilateral visit to Dublin, helping 
to resolve the last difficulties in the Northern Ireland peace process, holding an investment conference for 
Northern Ireland and partnering with Ireland on development' projects. 

. . 
Joao Vale de Almeida, the European Union's ambassador, discounts reports that the Obama administration has · 
neglected .Europe to execute its "pivot" to Asia. 

'"On the contrary, in.the two years I've been here, the transatlantic relationship has grown closer,'' he says. In 
-particular, de Almeida praises the .. very good personal chemistry" between Clinton and Catherine Ashton, the 
EU's high representative for foreign policy. •'They meet, talk on the phone and exchange text messages quite 
often." 

Clinton has endeavoured to forge the sort of relationship with Asia that the US constructed with Europe in the 
decades following tht; second World War. Last year, she was the first US secretary of state to visit Bwma in 56 
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years- she met again with Burmese pro-democracy opposition leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi earlier this week 
- and she obtained the harshest sanctions yet against Iran. . 

Democrats and diplomats attrib~te the total absence of movement towards peace between Israel and Palestinians 
to Obama' s need to secure. re-election, and hope he 'II do better in a second tenn. 

Although Clinton bridled at the nickname "Amazons", she and several women prominent in the Obama 
administration reportedly persuaded the president to intervene to avert a massacre in Lib~a. 

When Ca.i~o rose up against its pharaoh, Clinton called the Mubarak regime "stable" 17 days before it fell. She 
and Obama have been stymied by Syiian president Bashar al-Assad's refusal to leave power. 

Clinton nonethele~s looked likely to leave office on a high note~ until riots b.roke out across the Atab and · 
Muslim world and several US diplomatic posts were breached this month. · 

"The ·people of Egypt, Libya, Yemen and Tunisia did not trade the tyrazmy of a dictator for the tyranny of a 
mob," she said when the remains of the murdered US diplomats were returned. Yet if was tinclear what the US 
could or would do to counter "the tyranny of the mob". 

Officials are braced for a long perio'd of Arab tmrest, while it's become apparent that, ·despite pious wishes for 
democracy in the Middle East, the US lost influence - and control- with the fall of the dictators. Clinton risks 
being blamed for that unsolved conundrum. 

A life transformed by the Clint,ons 

SHARON HAUGHEY WAS a 14-year-old schoolgirl in Armagh when then president, Bill; and first lady, 
Hillary Clinton, visited Belfast in December 1995. · 

"It was the first time. a US president or anybody of such a high profile had come to Northern Ireland," Haughey 
(pictured below with Clinton) says. ''For too many years, nobody wanted to know about our Troubles." 

The Haughey family watched the Christmas tree· lighting ceremony on television. Sharon describes them: "A 
stay-at-home mum who brought us up. Daddy was a ~onstruction labourer who was unemployed a lot. W.e lived 
in a housing estate. · · 

"When Bill Clinton said, 'This is a letter from Sharon in Armagh,· my family were laughing and joking, 'It's 
you, Sharon,' as he.started to quote me in his speech. And I said, 'It is me'," Haughey recalls. She hadn't been 
sure Clinton had received her letter, which was prompted by the murder of her mother's cousins, the three 
Reavey brothers, in White Cross. Masked gwunen shot them in lheir beds. "They were innocent victims. The 
only way they were identified as Catholics was they played for the local GAA club. I had seen too many things . 
I didn't want for the future of our country."· · 

The White House asked Haughey to introduce the Clintons onstage when they visited Annagh in 1998. It was 
Hillary who reassured a nervous Haughey, then 1 7, before she delivered her speech. The US president asked, ,·Is 
your family here?' "He said, 'Go and gather them up and bring them because I want to meet them.' At no point 
did I ever feel rushed with them. They spent a lot longer than I ever would have expected, and the fact they 
stayed in touch with me until now shows the mark of them as people~ This wasn'tjust aPR stunt for them." 

The Monica Lewinsky scandar had just broken. Journalists kept asking the Irish teenager what the Clintons' 
relationship was like. "I really wasn't interested in that," Haughey says. "President Clinton did so much good 
for Ireland, and Northern Ireland in particular, for the peace-process. I felt that whatever was going on in his 
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personal life was between him and Hillary to sort out. But for me, that didn't take away from the good he had 
done in Ireland." 

Haughey says Hillary "played a very important role and carved out a unique agenda for herself during these 
visits. She put the spotlight on ordinary, working class women. People were saying, 'We want peace. We want 
lasting peace.' It was the power of the people that made-peace possible." 

Inspired by the Clintons, Haughey joined the SDLP in the late 1990s. In 200J, after a degree in 
communications, ~dvertising and marketing at the University of Ulster, she Was selected by the Washington 
Ireland Program for one of 30 annual internships and ended up in Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton's office. 

Kevin Sullivan, the current chair of the WIP, says Bill Clinton had to overcome the objections of the Secret 
Service to Hillary Clinton having WIP interns in the White House. She continued the tradition on Capitol Hill, 
hosting eight WIP interns in her eight years as a senator from New York. Hillary's staffers assigned Haughey to 
relations with Irish-AmeriCan constituents and Irish matters in Congress. Clinton "would come and go in the 
.office, and she had such a presence about her. She was always so well dressed and turned out. Whenever she 
walked into the roqm, everybody's eyes would be on her," Haughey says. 

Clinton took time out of a demanding schedule to meet dozens of American interns working for her, as well as 
WIP scholars assigned to the supreme court, law firms and other congressmen. "I was very aware that Chelsea 
would have been a year or so older than me;' Haughey says. '-'When she looked at this group of young people, 
she was probably.thinking of her own daughter.'' · 

Haughey returned to Armagh and won a seat on the local council in 2005. In 2007, she stood for the Northern 
Ireland Assembly: "Unfortunately, I just didn't make it," she says. But like her mentor and role model, Haughey 
will not give up. Hillary quoted Haughey's now famouS 1995 letter to Bill on receiving an award from the 
American Ireland Fund in March 2010: .. Both sides have been hurt. Both sides will have to f()rgive," the 
schoolgirl had written. 

Last JW1e, Annagh was accorded a Lord Mayor's office in honour-of Queen Elizabeth's Jubilee. "It's a big 
profile for Armagh because only three Irish cities- Belfast, Dublin and Cork- had it," Haughey says proudly. 

The Lord Mayor is none .other than herself, Sharon Haughey, now 31. And she wants her old friends, Hillary 
and Bill, to returrt to Armagh before she gives up the title next June. 

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON ON ••• 

WOMEN 

"It is no longer acceptable to discuss women's rights as separate from human rights ... Human rights are 
women's rights and women's rights are human rights, once and for alL;' 

(As first lady, to the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 1995) 

"Women are the largest untapped reservoir of talent in the world. It is past time for women to take their rightful 
place, side-by-side with men, in the rooms wh~re the fates of peoples, where their children;s and 
grandchildren's fates, are decided." 

(International Crisis Group's awards ceremony, 2012) 
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HER NEW-FOUND POPULARITY 

"I've just been around now a long time. There's a certain consistency to who I am and what I do, and I think 
people have finally said, 'Well, you know, I kinda get her now'. I've actually had people say that to me." . 

(Elle, 20 12) 

THE MONICA LEWINSKY SCANDAL "As his wife, I wanted to wring Bill's neck. But he was not only my 
. husband, he was also my president.,. · 

(Her 1003 autobiography, Living History) · 

WHY SHE STAYED WITH BILL 

. "No one understands me better and no ·one can make me laugh the way Bill does. Even after all these years he is 
still the most interesting, energising and fully alive person I have ~ver met." · 

(Living History} · 

WASHINGTON 

"Of all the jobs I've had, sliming fish was pretty good preparation for life in Washington." (Living. History) 

HER PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 

"I'm in, and I'm in to win." . 

(January 2007) 

GIVING UP Til? CAMPAIGN 

"Although we weren't able to shatter that highest, hardest glass ceiling this _time, thanks to you it has about 18 
million cracks in it and the light is shining through like never before." · 

(Jun~ 2008) 

NORTHERN iRELAND 

"Peace may be officially established by a vote or an agreement, but it is the real life experiences of people day 
after day and year after year that cement it, that create what de Tocqueville called the ·habits of the heart." 

(American Ireland Fund gala, March 2010) 

GAY RIGHTS 

"Gay rights are hwnan rights. It should never be a crime to be gay." 

(The UN, Geneva, December 2011) 

THE DEATHS OF FOUR US DIPLOMATS 

97 
HRC-9639 



"So we will wipe away our tears, stiffen our spines, and face the future undaunted. Arid we will do it together, 
protecting and helping one another ... " 

(Transfer of Remains Ceremony at Andrews Air Force Base, September 14, 2012) 

© 2012 The Irish Times 

http://www. iri shtimes.com/newspaper/magazi ne/20 12/0922/1224 324 215 850.htm1 
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From: 
·Sent: 
To: 
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. ~ . . ·I ., __ 
: PACE1 {· . .. . 
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fw: Will Hillary· Clinton be blamed for the embassy attacks?· Op1mon- The'!'JashmgtonPost .b7c 
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: . ·~.: : .• ~ . ·. . .. 
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From:l tPACE) 
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To:l _(PACE) . _ . , . . . 

· Subject: RE:Will rlary Oi~ton ·be . blamed for the embassy attacks?.; Opinion- TheW~sh!ngt9nPost 
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·. . ."~ ·I . ·. . . 
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,, . . . 

. Fromj . . . !(PACE~ 1· . 
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From: 
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I YACE)! I : . 
b6 
b7C 

To: 
Subject: ·Re:· Wm Hillary Clinton be_ blamed for the el'flbassy.attacks? - Op.iliion - TheVfashi~gtonP.ost 

. . i . · • . 

Thx .. 
Can you pis send m·e .the Buzzfeed' thing referenced 

;:~dav se~"c;j 201: 10·~ AM II 
Subject: Fw: Will Hillary" Clinton be blarl'!ecl for the:· embassy attacks? - Opinion - TheWashingtonPost 
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From PAcEJ 
Sent: Monday, September 24,.2'"0:1"'12~10~:'rl56~AMrr-----___. 

. To: P~-lME Staff. ,. ·.· . . ·. . · , . . ·:: ·. . . .. ·. · .· . 
. subject: Will ~illar:Ointon be-~lam~ for the embasSY. atta~? - Opinion .. - n;ewashingtonPost 

. . ' POsted-'09:4SAM£T.~12~il'otl ·. · · · . 

· .Will Hill~ry-CUntoh. be ~lamed for-~he. einbassy a_ttacks? . . . . : . . . 
Br.let!ttlfrciMM I · · . . .· ·. . · . · ··- ··.. · · . . · 1 · • . 
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O..&.lclat .R!!t!onGibbtpUIOreCI(w118tbin~fotP~Obllllll-hltllll)~: · . . . . .· • ·. . .. .. . ! · .· :·. · 
OotJI. lf N *""-tr.lion "'*'' ~ -.o.illh8aporee"!!C'Uo -Gillie ~.IIi al!'delt- .P.al<lrve$8111-~lot ,.....lllali · - ~ ~ lhltfacls.IM ~ !hlnli II-.,.._ 1M! Rormey ol d<MQ. 
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-~~~~en-~~'-.lhall<!l*~·-.·· ~-·~~·~....,.-,.PRiidort. . . . . . . . i · .. . 1 _.: : ·. . , 
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. · ctrtCial: and~ Sens. ~ M«:aln IMLJ:~eoan (Mel~)- ~11)< A1oU. (H.H.). not 10 ~ ttou181nllt!llgence 'oommlnee et.~ !!ep. w.. ROO"' (R-Midi.) _.,. ~· flnallr, ~ . :· : 
•"'"'rktr8tlancouldnololloe1.•lidltoas-•llliY· .'·:.. ~.' .. · · .· . ,. · . · ,., . • .. ! ·' · . 
·1tolr8!na~11>1111nk11'18l.,J;,..~..amlr1i!~~~~~~onu.s.llltetonllt1~hMoioltlfttst~;·OII. lhfmcMe,_.fhemd01t:«.;.edmlnlsVII1Jon~t.e\IMcl.ucna-.h 
can ~only '*"'• Obama ancl lila lldeo- ""(~'" 11> beiJcMI 11'w:ll _. opln-Ooama ~ ta6on'a clue! dGalla talallllowto~ the~ In eo.o:ra;lon lie$ bHn lhe w.isra NI1DIIe ~to~; 

. -oflhll- lr\lheMiOdlo~-liomlhe~of!J.S. WNM<IU;ft. . ·. .. ' . . . . . I . . . .. 
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Slale DepeM!enlleQaey Is at dill ol belr1l ~ ~ .. • . . . . . . . . . . I ' ·' 
. : . I .. · . . . . ; . . . . . . . .' . • . . · . 
· Somellq- rnell\at nehr Bill..., Hat&"f Olnlon ls golncj 10 lato lhel ly'na o-\.11.,.. 0MMawt>odt8ggOII lila-en U~ ~ lhe ·-"'to ;at> a~ e.... It was Ol>ama-che~ - · 

Osame bl!il.adtn't loS1e-,... 1M~ lhelh-en ~emir·..;..~·~ - . ttwa• oc-.·a p!Qss ~ -lnaiUecllb&t h aCIIICk had nolhiDg to Ill> lOIII> !he U<liled SlaiH arW!UIII>a ~rC'a 
pollc:let. NWJ mDSt aflicaiiY, K.~ Obomll--~Ofhimsef • • atn~nrtomi~r.,.. ""-"-- · r. ~aMI~ lhe COIRM ol U.S.· re!IGcns . .,;o, lhe ,..,..slim ~ •• l'IIIIIM ~lias 
had no-policylor lhe M!d<fte Eolot pos~""-1> St>Mg Inc! 1\af _,...,_-10 11&1! ltan'l ruMat weapoN prog'gm ant H~ CllnCDn'll~~·lri Jla'\.lluldoet ~ IIW1I< Obema lsn' n.mlnghls _,,. . 
policy?_ · • . . I . . . . ·;.- . · · . . · . · · . . ·· · I ·. : . l .. 

· =';:::.-:.J: =~ no-.......td _,IICXIUH lwi ot ~ •lcniGnpol.lcy lluill.eiMd ~swuld..,l'• ~· oc.am. ~ lh8l. and l'e11 "'"" ~.11>""'""-lhe. media. ~Md 

By_~R14!1n I o9:45Aiolrt.~4120t2 . :; I 
'r ., '· ' 

I 

.,· .. 

., 

.... ... 
Joo 
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From:· 
Sent: . · . Friday, September ~1, 20.12.8:03 PM 

I 

b 6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To: 
subject: 

stratcomm . .. . . ' 
NYT:. Pro-American Libyan~· Besiege Group Suspected in US: Envoy's Oeath

1 

' .. 

' . 
September 21, 20f~ . !,.~ • 

.. Pro~Amfrican Libyans Besiege Group 
.u.s .. En'(oy's Death 

I 
. . I 

Suspe~ted ln .. 
I • .' 

~ 

I ' 

,. I . . 1·. . . . . . 
: .. · BySUUMAN~LIZ.WA1a11dKAREEMFAifJM . . . . .. . . . . . . . ·; . 

~ENGHAZI, pbya- Galvanized by anger oyer ~he .kiiling of the popular Americart ambassad~r. h~~ last 
. . . week, thousands of Libyans marched through this city on Friday, demanding the disanni11g of the miljtias that 

. . . helped topple' the aictatorship but have troubled the country With their re~ai to di~band, . ; . . . . . . ' . 

1.; a. show ofril~ fru~tration at the :mned grou~s, protesteiS se;zed control of several militia h~d~ers on . 
Frid~y night and lianded.:them over to Libya's national army. !hey also s~ormed the he~quarte!S of:Ansar al~ 

.. Sharia,·a hard,.lin~ Islanust militia that has been linked to the a~ck on the Unit~ States mission iri ~:epghazi 
that killed the ambassador and thr~e othe'r Aniericans. . . . : . . 

A; members i>fth~ militia tledthei)" headquarterS, proteSters there set at least one vehicle on fir.; .and,there were 
unconfirmed reports that several were wotinded ·by gunfire ·from the. departing gurirnen. · 

i , , , • . . • ~ I 

)be killing ofth~ ~bas~ador, J. C~stopher S~evens,-who was.considered a hero· in Benghazi ~eca~se be . 
. w?rked. closely Wft)l the .rebels ~ho toppled GoL Muamrnar el~Qaddafi last year~ app~ed to. b~ .th(} spark for . 
the protests ·on F[iday;· though. hardly its otll.y cause. The ·militias, which started forming soon after. the February . 
. 2P ll uprising ~ga!nsi Colonel Qaddafi, em~ged as a parallel arid often menacing au$ority afte~ his downfall, 
seizing territory f6r themselves at)d asserting. their authority' over the fledgling government. ~ . . . 

. In ~es~em.LibyL tur~ war~ b~tw~n m~lit~ re~~ted .i~ re~ar street fights with h~vy 'w~p~m;:, J~nths' ago, 
members of Ansa} al~Shapa brandishing weapons paraded through Benghazi, ~e birthplace·oft,he anti.:Qa<idafi 

. . . I . . . . . .. . . 
uprising, and called for an Islamic state. . · , . . · . . I : · · · 

. ,. . .· . ... . . . . . . ! :' ' . 
The attack on·the American mission. in Benghazi that killed Amb~ador Stev~s. on the 11th anniversary of 

the Sept. 11 attacks· last week, was an affront'to many in Benghazi, which the ambassador had rhade his base 
during.the uprising. H~ ·became a familiar~ cheerful presence at public ~vents. ·. . ··· .·! · ·. '· . . . I . . . . . . . . 

. "~e w~tjustice.for ~hris," read one sign amo1:1g th~ gr<~u~ of~an estimated:30,0QO Libyan~! incl~djng . 
families,. who m~ched into Benghazi's ma~n sq~are. on Friday to P!Ct~st in frontofthe ·main ~neampment of 
Ansar aJ .. Sharia.' Some held signs r~ading "The ambassador ':Vas Libya's friend," an<:{ "Libya l.ost a· friend~" 
. . , I . r; . . . 

13 HRC-9645 ·_ 



I . . i . ' 
• • • • • . 1 • • :. 
' • . : . . . • • .. . . . . I I • • 

_,. · Members of Ansar al-Sharia held a counter-demonstration, and arguments erupted between the opposing sides; 
but no violence - at least not initially. Protesters chanted: "You t~rroris~. ·you cowards. Go back to -~. · . · 

. ~ghanistan." · · 
.. '. \ . 

. . - : . .. . . . . . \ . . . 

It was u~~l-~~ wHether the backlash· against Apsar al-Sharia, and the otJier .. mi.litias represented an· opp9rtunity for 
· the goverru.Pent t6 consolidate· its authoritY ~Ui the p(>st-Qaddati era in L.ibya ~r could leaq to .new~ Violent 

- - I . 
· .- qonfron~tions. · · · 

. · : Ansar al-Sbaria ~d other·~ilitias _r~g~d themselves as patriotic ~~li~s that proy~de security in th~ po~~r . 
· . ·vacuum that forrrled in mariy. parts .of Libya after Colonel Qaddafi's authority collapsed. ' . i . :· · _ ' .... '!' '. ' . . . . . . . . . . . - . ' 

. .Ambassador,_ste~1eris ~~the others wer~ ~ned in mayhem that w~s ost~nsibty provoked by ang~r ov~r an ~ti- · 
lslam~c video ma~e ~n theJJnited States, which has been roiling the Mtislim world for nearly two wee~. But 
officials haye saie .there are indications that the. killings were coordinated and pl::moed. . : . . ' .. ; :-

The Obam~ admilisrrati~n. which has ~n careful about aSsi[lning bl~inthe death of Am~o)- Sievens · 
and ·the others~ h¥ begun to call the killing~ a"t~r;rorist attack.'~ _The ~hange'in.l~gu~;tge came~ Republicans in 

. C?~gress h~ve _crj tic~zed th~ adniinistratiQn over. what they. h~ve cal. led. its failure to. anticipate ~e prQblem.s in 
:.Libya. Some.Repubh_.can la_~_~ers have moved to cut offatd to -~1~ya as a res~lt. .. · · . j . .. _ 

But One powerfuiiRepubtican, Sen3toiJOhn Mcc;ain; oowiseled ~such a mo~ citing the ~American 
. I . . . - . I · 

demonstration in -Benghazi :on Friday .. :· ·1 ··>- : . 

: "~es~ brav~ peo~l:e In Liby~ -~e friends of America," he said in i ~tatemeQt. "They want our h~lp mi~ need o~. 
help. Arid ~e inl:J~t oori~ue·to provide it to them,· which is ex~cl:ly :what Christ ·Stevens .wo~d ~ay~ ~anted~" · · ·· .. · 

. Suliman .Ali .Z~a~ .repd~ed·fr~m Benghazi:and ~~em ~ahim -~om ~ei~t, tebanon. ~c~· Gl~stone .· 
.contributed ~epor:i_ing fro in N~wYotk · · · I 

Jit ,··. . .. . t.:t 

•:a· 

.. , .. 
. . • i . ,', · . 

. More In ~rrica_(l ou~·aTdts) . . . . . . .. -.... : 

. After Attack in Libya, an Ambush Struck Rescuers· ... -.. 

Read More » . · 
~-

.· .. : · .. : . 
' 

. : .. : ~ .. 

: . . 
· .. ... 

... ... .. . . . .... 

'· . ' 
· i '· ... 
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. ! 

I 

I 
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.. 
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' 
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From:· 
Sent: · . 
. subject: ,. 
Attachments: 

' .. 
I . • • 

.. .. 
I' 

OpsAiert 
. Friday, Septemb~r21, 20.12 4:30 PN! , 

SITUATION REPORT No, 18 09/21/IU"(Sett.Versl~n) . 
image001.gif · 

SEl~SfTfli&.BUT UNCLASSIFIED . 

• .· • EXJtC~TIVE SECRETARl~T 
~·. ~ : Operatw~ Center . . ·· '. 

. SITUATION REPORT NQ~ 18· 
Middle Eas~ Protests Monitoring·Group ·MGMEPOl 

Friday, September ll, lOll 
1630EDT . 

I 
I . 

. 
. ! 

., . . . 

. i 

I . 

PAKISTAN . . . . 
·. . . : . . . . . I · . . 

. • (88tl) In Pesh~war,. pol~ce .reported a demonstration approximately one mile from the co~ulate was under 
. . contro~. No protests are scheduled for September 22. (MGM~POJ/Embassy Islalltflbad e-nuzil) · . 

. • (SBU) ~n Karabhi, four separate demonstra~ons· took place Septem~r 21. At .the Jinn~ ·qridge; · 

. : 

· approximately on~ mile from the consulate, a demonstration with up to 80,000 protesterS dispersed ~t 1930 
locaL A violent rhlly of 590 to 1000 demonstrators nearby also. broke up towards the end of the aay~,., . · · . · .. .. 
De~onstrators attempted.to reach the cons1.1late from3Itemate directions but were successfully diverted by · 
poli~e.'. Local pol_~ce 'report at least 10 dead,· includmg two police, and protesters burned sevenil cinen:tas, b8nks, . . ' ·. 

. ~d r.es~utants. 1ll consul~t~ staff~ safe .. . fMGMEPOIIE"}b~sy lslan_rabad e-mail) · · :. . . . , . . . . . 
• ~BUj In Islam~bad, officials report fewer protesters than on September'20. Smaller crowds; numbenng · 

, approximately 10!000 t9 15,000, and a stronger security presence prevented a breach of.the dipl?mati.c ·. · 
. enclave. Pakisu9ArmyJorces are still positioned n~arby, ~d ~uld ·be reinforced if ! : 
necessary. (MG!tfEPOJ(Embassy Islamabad e-mail) . · . . ·. · :- . . · · 

. . . I . . . .· . . . . .. , 
· • (SBU) In Lahore, local police effectively kept ·approximately 7000 demc;mstrators a safe distance from the 
compound. Cell J?hone service was reported. re5tored, but then blo~ked again after. 1930 local. i . · : 

· · (MGMEPOJ/Embassy Islamabad e-mail) · . \ 
i 

·. ' . . I . 
J ' . 

• (S8U) Embassy Tripoli reports two separate groups protested peacefully in Benghazi. Th~. Save ~enghazi 
. .,group call~d for. n}ilitias in. Libya to lay down their arms; an Ailsar al-:Sharia group led a counte~-protest. Media 
~:z:~:r to 30,0·01 partici.pants ~ou~ esti~_ates vary wi.del~~ ~GMEP~l/E~bassy Tripoli t~ko~J,:At . . 

• · (U) Libyan authoriti~s .stated eight. suspectS to c;Jate have been· arrested for the. attack on the U,.S. ~iplomatic 
Mission .in ~enghbi, media report. (Reuters) · . . . . I . . 

. AFGHANIST~N I . . • • I . . , . 

. (SBU) In Herat, Accord.ing to the governor, a protest meeting at a ' moSque with approximately- ~00 p1uticipan~ . 
· concl~ded pe.acerully. Additional. protests were scheduled -in the city . . (MG~EPOJ/Afghanisttin de~k e-mail) 

YEMEN : '.. ' . . :' :· . ·I . : 

. LIBYA 

(SBT::B- Calls for P,rotests from Houthi groups via social media re~ived little traction. Many yo:Uth gioups . · 
responded they whe siq1ply an excuse to loot and vandalize properly. (12 Sana'a 753) · . .. , , · · : · 

10 HRC-9647 
•.· 



EGYPT 
(SBU) In Cairo, following Friday prayers, dozens of supporters of blind Sheik Omar Abdel Rahmar,. marching 
towards the French Embassy were blocked·by a heavy security presence. Local media report streets around the 
French compound were blocked. There were no demonstrators at or near the· U.S. · 
Emba~sy. (MGMPEO!IEmbassy Cairo e-mail) 

IRAQ 
• (SBU) In Basrah City, peaceful protests of approximately 200 demonstrators had no impact on the 
consulate. (MGMEPOJ/Embassy Baghdad e-mail) . · 
• -(SBU, There were no reported demonstrations in Baghdad September 21. (MGMEPOJ/Embassy Baghdad 
e-~iQ · 

SUDAN 
(SBU) The situation in Khartoum remains calm; Friday prayers monitored ~t several mosques contained no 
calls for demonstrations at embassies. (MGMEPOJ/Embassy Khartoum e-mail) 

· TUNISIA 
(SBU) Police report the situation was calm in Tunis with the exception of minor scuffles. An additional 80 riot 

· police are reinforcing secUrity at Embassy Tunis. (MGMEPOJ/Embassy Tunis e-mail) 

LEBANON . 
(SBU) Thousands peacefully protested in downtown Beirut, approximately seven· miles from the embassy. 

· (MGMEPOJ!Embassy Beirut e-maili · 

ISRAEL 
(SBUT In Jerusal~m, approximately 200 Palestinian protesters attempted to march towards a U.S. consulate 
facility near the Damascus Gate. Local police dispersed the crowd. (12 Jerusalem 729) 

SRI LANKA·. 
(SBU) Approximately 800 to 1000 demonstrators protested peacefully near Embassy Colombo. Local police 
deployed 1000 personnei·to the area and reinforced security ~t the chancery. (MGMEPOJ/Embassy Colombo 
e-mail) · · 

TANZANIA 
(SBU) In Dares Salaam, several thousand protesters, some calling for the· closure of the U.S. Embassy, 
gathered peacefully approximately four miles from the chancery. National religious and political leaders, 
including the president, called for a peaceful response to the controversial video and. promised to protect the 
U.S. diplomatic presence. Post was already closed by the start of the demonstration. (MGMEPOJ/Tanzania 
desk e~mail) 

AUSTRALIA 
(SDl!) According to Australian police, organizers cancelled planned protests in Canberra, Sydney, and 
Melbourne for September 22 and 23, though wore~ of the rallies still circulated via social media. In Sydney·, 
police prepared for possible demonstrations near the consulate. (12 Canberra 527) 

Additional updates o:n.·events in YEMEN, WEST BANK are ~vailable through our classified website at 
http://ses.state.sgov .gov 
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From: · 
Sent: 
Subject: . 

OpsAiert 

ti l 
'· •: . 

i 

Saturc;jay, September 22, 20~2 6:00AM ·1. 
SITUATION. REPORTNo. 19 Q9/2211 (Settf:·. 

..... 

· AJtachments: im~e001 .gif · .r 
·' . I • ~ j 

§DlSITIVE BUT UNCLASSiF'IED 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT . . I . . . . , 

Opet:atwrzs Ceitter . . . 

. 
,; : 

: ~ 

··SITUATION JlEPORT No. · 19 
· Middle East Protests · Monit~ring ~roup:MGMEPOl 

Saturday, September zz. 2012' - · 
. . 0600EDT . . 

~! t 

i 

i :· 
I. 
! . 
I 

I . 

~I LIBYA. . . . . 'j . . .. 
. . . . . .. ; . . l ' . 

. • cy> Some ~o,o1oo prote~ters I?~ched through Be1_1ghazi Septeml:)~r 21 calling for the .gove~~nt to prot~t . 
agrunst we_ll·anned extremist rruhtta groups.and return to-rule of law. At least four people w.ere Jcilled·after · 

.. --military .police an~ protesters took o:ver mili~ia bases: (BBC) . ,j · ~· . . . . . . : I ' ... 

· .· .• : {U) By early -~~miiig ~ep~ember 22, proteste~s Qverrari :~~.I~t.four militia. ~a5e~ in Bengh~, inc~uding the , 
· headquarters of.tlie Islanust group Ansar ai-Shana. (Washmgton P.ost) ; 

. / :)·. . . 
·'· . ... ·PAKISTAN 

: ·. . .• . . i . 

• (SBU) Following nationwide violent' protests September 21 ~ Emb~sy Islamabad rep~rts major cities are 
currently quiet. ·Media reported a~ least' 31 people had :t>een killed d~ng the protests, inclu~ng ~two police . 
officers in Kara~*, .with hundreds'r:nore injured.- .There are.small p~tests p~anned .in ~sl~~bad,~Lah~re,'and 
P~shawar for September :n. (MGMEPOJ/Embassy Islama.bild e-mail) · · ·. 1 · · 

• . . (SBU) Consul~te GerierafK.ara~~i reports a teligio,~· poljtieal party, Jarnaat Ulma Islam, . artnoun~ pl~s to . 
. , hold a peaceful r~ly September 23 approximately four miles n~rth of the consulate. Pio~est organi~rs stated .. 

they do not i~.tend .to m~ch. to the consulate. ,(MGMEPOJ/Consufate General Karachi e-mizil) ~ · 
. ·. . .· .·'. ' j • . . . '·• . ! •··· t' 

,: .. ' 
AFGHANIST~N .-:·. . . . :· I . .. , • 

- . . . . ·-r . '· . . . . . 
. (U) In Kabul, abo,ut 900 people protested September 21, chanting ·"death to America"· and b~g-an _effigy of··. · 

, . President Obama ~d a U.S. flag .. A. few hundred d~monstrators also protested iilside:a mosque:in Ghazni, 89 ._ 
· miles ·south ofKahul. The protests·~ere p~ceful. (AP) ;. : · j ·· ... ·, .. . . I . .. . . . . . . ;j': I 

' • .. . . . . : , • I 

. ·-OU!REACH !0 U.S. CITIZENS . . . .:1.· . . l .· . . .. .-
• · (SB.U) Since S~ptember 11 ,-99 U.S. embassies and consulates is~u~· t83 Security and El!ler~eilcy Messages 
~elated to the.Mid

1
dle Ea~t protests. · (MGMEPOJ/Bureau ofCons.ular Affairs e~mail) . j · · .. · 

• (U) The U~S . Embassy in.Dai es Salaam issued an Emergency Message Sept~mber 22 advising U.S~ citizens · · . . I . . . • . . . .. .. . ! . . 

to. avoid- the Mn~i .Moja park area in downtown due to the larg.e ~~monstration iliat took place ~ere :September 
· 21. . (~GMEPOJ!Embassy Dares Salaam e-mail a~d telcon)' ii:! · . ~ · 1 

• · 

.·.· ' i! . i 
~\ I 

Please see our classified website at http://ses.state.sgov.gov 
,: j 
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From: 
sent: 
Subject: 

OpsAiert 

Attachments: 

Sunday, September 23, 2012 5:36AM 
Overnight Brief 09123/1~ 
fmage001.gif 

, ~4SITP!£ BUT UNCLASSIFIED · 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
Opef_ations Center 

· PROTEST.UPDATE 

Overnight Brief 
Sunday, September 23, 2012 

0530 EDT · 

. . . 

• (SBU)_ Embassy London expects a 3000-person protest outside the embassy September 23. 
(MGMEPOJ/Embassy London e-mail) . 
. • "(SBlJt-Consulate General Lahore expects three scheduled demonstrations in the vicinity of post September 
23. (Ops/Consulate Lahore telcon and e·mail) · 
• (SBU) ·Bangladesh observed a general strike September 23 called by a group of 12 Islamic political parties in 
response to the goveTnment's refusal to allow them to protest the film. September 22. Police broke up a 
procession of approximately 250 demonstrators approximately 4 miles from the embassy. (Ops/Emhassy 
Dhaka e-mail) · 
• (SBU) Embassy Colombo expects up to 3000 demonstrators in the vicinity of the embassy September 24. 
(Ops/Embassy Colombo telcon and e-mail) 

LIBYA ORDERS MILITIAS TO DISBAND WITHIN 48 HOURS 
~:8U) Libyan authorities announced they will dissolve all militias not sanctioned by the government, media 

. report. Embassy Tripoli comments the governiilent appears to be taking non-violent action to rein in militias, 
noting a visible increase in roadblocks and· military personnel. All Benghazi checkpoints are under police 
control. (Ops/Embassy Tripoli telcon, France 24) . · 

TOP CHINESE SECURITY OFFICIAL VISITS AFGHANISTAN 
(S8U) Domestic Security Chief Zhou Yongkang .made a fom-ho~ surprise visit to Kabul, the first by a 

. Chinese leader in nearly 50 years, media report. Embassy Beijing comments the Chinese government has 
consistently underscored its interest in heiping advance stability in the region. (Ops/Embassy Beijing e-mail, 
Xinhua News) · · 

. . 

IRAN DETAINS EX-PRESIDENT'S DAUGHTER 
(S'BU) Tehran's judiciary ·department took Faezeh Hashemi, daughter of influe11tial former president 
Rafsanjani, into custody to ser:ve a six-month sentence on charges of spreading anti-state propaganda, media 
report. The Iran Regional Presence Office Dubai coriunents the detention likely is a government effort to 
remind Rafsanjani of the limits on his political activity. 
(Opsllran Regional Presence Office Dubai e~mail, AP) 

Please see our classified website at http://ses .. state.sgov.Rov 
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Fr~m: · ' ... 

·Sent: 
To: J :";a:;;;:: 21 z01211:2! AM ... b6 
Subject: '· l ·· b7C rea mm s II') a 1 e 

, 1 .. :.·· 

. Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
SMJ,\RTCateg9ry:· 

.. 
Working ·;. 

t 

Just-an F"(l that Gl~!.'ln Kessier p_ublished ~ .comprehensive t~meline ye~t~~day of ne~s reports and Obam~a ad~ini~tra~ion 
·response~ to the libya attack, focusing $p~cifically on how it was or was not defined as a terrorist attac~. HRC mentions· 
~ighlighted · · · I · · . 

. .: i· . 
. , .. ; . . .. 

'I 

Froni vide~ to terrorist attack: a definitive timeline of administration statements-~n .the . 
Libya attack _· . .· . ... :. · . . j ·· . ·. : 

. .. . I . 
By Glenn Kessler, Published: September 261 Updated: :,Thursday, September 27;, ~:02 A;M-· .. · ·' 

. "we· are still doihg an investigation.·:, . . . j ~ • • . . . I ' ·: . • • 

. . I . . . . ;J. I 
· - .. President ·Obama, Sept. 25, 2012 · -~ 

In ~Y. kind of coled o~erSO!IS event, initial reports are o~en wiong. But the. Sept. ·II attack J~ the U,S. 
• dipJomatic post ih Benghazi, ~ibya; in which four Americans were killeQ, including the amb~Sa4or, is a ease 
· study of how· an MinjniStration can carefully keep the foc\].S as l9ng as possi~le· on one story lin~ - aJ:id then · 

.. I . . . . . . • • 

tum on a di:me when. 'it is no longer tenable. · .. ·. · .. ; _. 

. For-political ~J~ns, it certainly:was 'in.the White House's inte~~ts ~o not portray the attack J.a te~rist. 
iricfdent,_ espeeially one that tookplace.ori.the 8nnlvers~- ofihe Sept . . 11 attacks. Instead ·the a~ministration' 

. .. 

~kept the·focu.S orl what \Vas ul~unately a .red herring·-· anger hi the AraQ world over anti-Musliln vi<:feo.posted 
· on You Tub~ .. With key phr~e·s and.message discipline, the· administration was a~le to conflat~ an. attack on the 
U .. S. Einb~~yintEgypt-.which .. apparently was prompted by th~ vi~eo- wi~.·the deadly assjult i~ Ben~~~- ., · 

.~ffi.cials were also·able to dismi~_ pointed· questions by refening:,to art ongoing in~estiga~ion. j · . : . . . I . ·. ·. . ·!· . . . I . . 

. ·. Ultimately, when the head of the National Counterterrorism .Ce~t~r was asked pointblank on CapitofHm 
· · . ~hether it was a~~ .act. of terror-. ,:~d he agreed - · the :admirusiration .~king points began to; shift'; (Tough 

· n~ws repo~ing -
1
·. ?S well as ·stat~t:nents by Libya's president .- ;at so pl~ye~ a.role.) Y.et Pres.i~ent ~b~a ·. ·. · . . .. 

· himself reststed usmg the "e' word, even as late. as Tuesday, while keepmg the focus on the. v1~eo m hts speech . 
to the U.N. GenJrai As.sembly. · . · ::; · · .. ·.. · · i . : 

. On Wednesdayj how~ver, White House spokesman Jay Carney ·~cknowledged also th~t Ob~~ ~~self 
· :beJie'jes· the attab.k ~as terr'<?~sm .. -. and 5o more. than t~o w~~~~ after th~ -~ck the Rub~co~ flnaiir was 

crossed. · I ·· . ·· · · ,
1
.. · · , :. · . l . . · . ·... . . ·~ I . : 

~s a.reader service, we have compiled a comprehensi,~e timeline of adrpinistration statementsJ_~ho~g th~ 
evolution in taii4ng p~itits, witli key phrases highlighted in bold. Many readers sent suggestio~s -.for this 
tim~line, for which we are deeply grateful. ·;. • 

,,~ ~ 
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We will leave it to readers to reach their own conclusions on whether this is merely the result of the fog of war 
and diplomacy -or a deliberate effort to steer the storyline away from more politically damaging questions. 
After all, in a competitive election, two weeks is a lifetime. 

Initially, 'an attack'- and focus on a video 

"Frankly, we are not in a position to speak any further to the perpetrators of this attack. It was clearly a 
complex attack. We're going to have to do a full investigation." 

- Unnamed s~nior administration official, briefing reporters in a conference call, Sept. 12 

" I think it's important to note with regards to that protest that there are protests taking place in different 
countries across the world that arc to the movi~ that has Circulated on the Internet. ~ 

ii~~BI We reject its 
message and its contents. We find it disgusting and reprehensible. America~ a history of religious tolerance 
and respect for religious beliefs that goes back to our nation's founding. We are stronger because we are the 
home to people of all religions, including millions of Muslims, and we reject the. denigration of religion. We 
also believe that there is no justification at all for responding to this movie with violence." 

- White House spokesman Jay Carney, news briefing, Sept. 13 

"I have seen that report, and the story is absolutely wrong. We were not aware of any actionable intelligence 
. indicating that an attack on the U.S. mission in Benghazi was planned or imminent. That report is false." 

I 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. l.f 

"Based on the best information we have to date .. . it began spontaneously in Benghazi as a reactio11 to what 
had transpired some /tours earlier in Cairo, where, of course, as you know, there was a violent protest outside 
of our embassy sparked by this hateful video. 'But soon after that spontaneous protest began outside of our 
consulate in Benghazi, we ·believe that it looks like extremist elements, individuals, joined in that effort with 
heavy weapons of the sort that are, unfortunately, readily now available in Libya post-revolution. And that it 
spun from there into something much, much more violent .. .. We do not ltave information at present that leads 
us to conclude iliat tltis was premeditated or preplan ned. " 

-Susan E. Rice, U.S. ambassador to tlte United Nations, on CBS's ~'Face tlze Nation;" Sept. 16 
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"We had a substantial security presence with our personnel and the conSulate in Benghazi. Tragically, two of 
. the· four Americans who were killed were there providing security. That was their function. And indeed, there 
were many other colleagues who were doing the same with them." 

- Rice, on ABC's "This Week," Sept. 16 

(Note: the U.S. post was not a consulate and its precise role is still a my·stery.) 

"The way these perpetrators acted and moved, and their choosing the specific date for this so-called 
demonstration, this leaves us with no doubt that this was preplanned, predetermined. " 

-Mohamed Yusuf al-Magariaf, president of Libya's General National Congress, Sept. 16 

QUESTION: "Simply on the basis of what Ambassador Rice has publicly disclosed, does the United States 
Government regard what happened in. Benghazi as an act of terror?" 

SPOKESWOMAN VICTORIA NULAND: "Again, I'm not going to put labels on this until we have a complete 
investigation, okay?'~ 

QUESTION: "You don't- so you don't regard it as an act of terrorism?" 

NULAND: "l don't think we know enough. I don't think we know e11ough. And we're going to continue to 
assess. She gave c;>ur preliminary assessment. We're going to have a full investigation now, and then we'll be in 
a better position to put labels on things, okay?" 

- exchange at State Department briefing, Sept 17 

"Well, you're co~veniently contlating two things, which is the anniversary of9/11 and the incidents that took · 
place, which are under investigation and the cause and motivation behind th~m will be decided by that 
investigation." · 

· - Carney, news ·briejillg, Sept. 17 

Suddenly, a shift to a 'terrorist attack' 

"I would say yes, they were killed in the course of a terrorist attack on our embassy .... The best information 
we have now, the facts that we have now indicate that this was an opportunistic attack on our embassy. The 
attack began and evolved and escalated over several hours at our embassy - our diplomatic post in Benghazi. 
1t evolved and escalated over several hours. 

"It appears that individuals. who.were certainly well·armed seized on the opportunity presented ·as the events 
Wlfolded that evening and into the - into the morning hours of September 12th. We do know that a number of 
militants in the aiea, as I mentioned, are well-armed and maintain those,arms. What we don•t have at this 
point is specific intelligence that there was a significant advanced planning or coordination for this 

·attack. 

"We are focused on who was responsible for this attack. At this point, what l would say is that a number of 
different elementS· appear to have been involved· in the attack, including individuals connected to militant groups · 
that are prevalent. in eastern Libya, particularly .in the Benghazi area, as well. We are looking at indications that 
individuals involved in the attack may have had connections to al-Qaeda or al-Qaeda's affiliates; in particular, 
al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb." 
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-. Mat!tew Olsen, director of the National Cowztert~rrorism Center, testimony before Congress, Sept. 19, 
after being asked a direct question. 

CNN reports on Sept. 19 that Ambassador Christopher Stevens had been worried by the security thre.ats 
iu Dengbati. CN,N later acknowledged the information came from Steven's journnl. 

"It is, I think, sel.f~evident that what happened in Benghazi was a terrorist attack. Our embassy was 
attacked violently, and the result was four deaths of American officials. So, again, that's self- evident. 
"He also made clear that at this point, based on the information he has - and be is briefing the Hill on the most 
· up-to·date intelligence- we have.no infonnation at this point that suggests· that this was a significantly 
preplanned attack, but .this was the result of opportunism, taking advantage of and exploiting what was · 
happening as a result of reaction to the video that was found to be offensive." 

- Carney, news 'briefing, Sept. 20 

CBS News reports there never was anti· American protest. 

"Witnesses tell CBS News that there was never an anti-American protest o~tside of the consulate. Instead they 
say it came under planned attack. That is in direct contradiction to the administration's account." · 

-Margaret Brennan l;BS News correspondent, CBS News report aired SepL 20 

But Obama resist~ saying the 't' word ... 

OBAMA: "What we've seen over the last week, week and a half, is something that actually we've seen in the 
past, where there is an offensive video or cartoon directed at the prophet Muhammad. And this is 
obviously something that then is used as an excuse by some to carry out inexcusable violent acts directed at · 
Westerners or Americans. 
"And my number-one priority is always to keep our diplomats safe and to 
when the initial events in Cairo and all across the rPo•.nn 

we find it offensive, it's not representative of America's views, how we treat 
each other with respect when it comes to their religious beliefs, but we will not tolerate violence." 

QUESTION: "We have reports that the White House said today that the attacks in Libya were a terrorist attack. 
Do you have infonnation indicating that it was Iran, or al-Qaeda was behind organizing the protests?" 

OBAMA: "Well, we're still doing an investigation, and there are going to be different circumstances in 
different countries. And so I don't want to speak to something until we have all the infonnation. What we do 
know is that the natural protests that arose because of the outrage over the video were used as an excuse 
by extremists to see if they can also directly harm U.S. interests." 

-President Obama, Univision Town Hall, Sept. 20 

ai®BE<~~~l!~~~wti!!.lllil~~~•}'m.fltlf211ll~ 
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OBAMA: "We are still doing an investigation. There is no doubt that the kind of weapons that were used, the 
ongoing assault, that it wasn't just a mob action. Now, we don't have all the information yet so we are still 
gathering." 

- Obama, on ABC's "The View," Sept. 25 

"That is what we saw play out in the last two weeks, as a crude and disgusting video sparked outrage 
throughout the Muslim world. Now, I have made it clear that the United States govenunent had nothing to do 
with this video, and I believe its message must be rejected by all who respect our common humanity." 

- Obama, speech to the U.N. General Assembly, Sept. 25 

"It was a preplaiyled act of terrorism directed against American citizens. ". 

- Magariaf, on NBC's "Today" show, Sept. 26 

QUESTION: "Is there any reason why the President did not- he was asked po.int-blank in The View 
interview, is this a terrorist attack, yes or no? Is there any reason why he didn't say yes?" · 

CARNEY: "He answered.the question that he was asked, and there's no reason that he chose the words he did 
beyond trying to provide a full explanation of his views and his assessment that we need to await further 
information that the investigation will uncover. But it is certainly the case that it is our view as an 
administrationt the President's vicwt that it was a terrorist attack." 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 26 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: 
·· Sent: ·· 

-. To: · ·· 
Cc: 

· Subject: · .. ·. 

.. ·· : ... 

. : •' .. 

""=-~~-~I< . . , , ("c;d;w s~~ber 27, 2012 11 :~ AM 

;e: .~reat mm~s ;{Ink ahke 

·' 

. Pfease don•t ever again ·equ~te my ,mind.with Glenn l<esster · ·· - . ·. . . l . . . 
Or for that' m~tter: :any other co~p~rison . , . I .. . 

. ' 

· Froml I·· . . 

., . 

'b6 

b7C 

. ~t: Thur5da~ ·~oterDber 27. 2012 1 r27 _AM 
b6 

. subject: G~~~_":'rds think ~like b7C 

· · ..Just an FYI .that Gl~nn ·Kesster published a comprehensive time line yesterday of ne.~s reports and Qba~a administ~atio.n_ · 
respol')ses to the libya attack, focusing specifically on how it was or .was not defined as a terrorist attack. HRC mentions 
highlighted · · · · · · · · · · 

From video to terrorisf·attack: a definitive timelin:e-of ad-ministration statements on the · :· 
Libya ·attack · · . 

. · .. . . 

By Glenn Kes~ler, Published: September 261 Updated:: Thursday, September 27, 6:02AM· 
. . . j · . ·.. I • • I . 
l l • • • • . • • . 

·We ar:~. still domg an.mve~tzgat10n. " . . · · · · I;. · ·· I 
· - .. Pr..$id~nt Oliama~ Sept, 25, lou . . . . j 
In any kind of coled Overse!'S event; iriitial reports are o!kri """ong. But the Sept. II attack on the U.S. · 

.. diplomatic.post ih,Benghazi, Libya, in which four Americans were· killed, including 'the amba5Jador, is a cas~ 
·I · · · ·· · · I 

study of how an ~dministration can carefully keep the focus as long as possible on one storyline - and then . 
tUrn on a di~e when ·it .is no Jonger ten~ble. :. , . · . _ 

~. . ' 

For political re.!oos,.itcciiainly was in the White ·House's interests to not po~ay the altack ~a terrorist 
incident, especially one that took pl.ace on the anniversary ofth~ Sept. 11 attacks. Instead ~e a?nUnistratjon · 
kept the· focus o~ what was ultimately a red ·heiring- anger m:the Arab. world over anti-.Muslit:n video posted 

·.on You Tube. With key phrases SJ:l.d message discipline, the administration~ a~le· to contlat~ an attack on the .· . 
U.S. Emba5sy in Egypt-· ·.which ·apparently w.as prompted by the vi~eo-with the deadly ass

1
ault iri Benghazi. ·: . . , . •, . •, ' 

. - J. 

· O(ficials were. also able to dismiss pointed questions by refer::ring~lo an ongoing investigation . 

.Ultimately, whel ihe .~e.ad .o.fthe National·C~Untert~~orism ~en~~r ~as asked .. pointbiank on G;apit~I Hill 
·whether-it was a 1an act of. terror-. and he agreed ·-· the administration talking points began .. to:·shifL (Tough 
n:ews reporting - 1 as well as statements by Libya, s president -. . also played ~ role.) Yet President Obama 
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himself resisted using the "e' word, even as late as Tuesday, while keeping the focus on the video in his speech 
to the U.N. General Assembly. · 

On Wednesday, however, White House spokesman Jay Carney acknowledged also that Obama·himself 
believes the attack waS terrorism - and so more than two weeks after the attack the Rubicon finally was 
crossed. 

As a r~ader service, we have compiled a comprehensive timeline of administration statements, showing the 
evolution in talking points, with key phrases highlighted in bold. Many readers sent suggestions for this 
tirneline, for which we are deeply grateful. 

We will leave it to readers to reach their own conclusions on whether this is merely the result of the fog of war 
and diplomacy- or a deliberate effort to steer the storyline away from more politically damaging questions. 
After all, in a competitive election, two weeks is a lifetime. · 

Initially, 'an attack'- and focus on a video 

"Frankly, we are not in a position to speak any further to the perpetrators of this attack. It was clearly a 
complex attack. We're going to have to do a full investigation." 

- Unnamed senior administration official, briefing reporters in a conference call, Sept. 12 

"I think it's important to note with regards to that protest that there are protests taking place in different 
countries across the world that are to the movie that bas circulated on the Internet. ~ 

. . · ~ ;I~~~~ 
message and its contents. We fmd it disgusting and reprehensible. America has a history of religious tolerance 
and respect for religious beliefs that goes back to. our nation's founding. We are stronger because we are the 
home to people ofaH religions, inCluding millions of Muslims, and we reject the denigration of religion. We 
also believe that there is no justification at all for responding to this movie with violence." 

- WhiJe House. spokesman Jay Carney, news briefing, Sept. 13 

"I have seen that report, and the story is absolutely wrong. We were not aware of any actionable intelligence 
indicating that an attack on the U.S. mission in Benghazi was planned or imminent. That report is false." 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 14 
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"B(lsed on t~e· bJst information we have to date ... lt began sp~nt'aneous{y in Benghazi .as a reaction. to wh~t .. 
-·· had transp.ired. Sfnie hours earlier in (;airo, where, of course, as"yo,u know, th~r~ was ·a '!idlen~protest outside 

of our: embassy sparked by this ltateful video. But soon after that sponla!leous protest began outside of our · 
consulate in Benghazi, we believe that it looks like extremist elements, individuals, joined. in thdt effort with 
heqvy weapons.o/ihe sort that a~e. · unfortunately, readily ·now available in Libya posr~ievoi#tion. ·Ana'that it ·· · 
spunfrom·ihere ~nto something much,· much mpre .. violeni,:.: .We,do not have infor:f!W.tion atprkent that lt!ads · · · · 

. us to conclude t!z~t this was premet!itated or preplanned.. " .!·. 

• ~Susan E. ~~~1. U.S. ambassador Iii the United Natit11is, on cBs•s "Face the Nation," Sept.' 16 
· · · I · · · ._, · · · · . . · · ·. · . . 1 . . 

"We.had a su.bstantial security ·presen¢e with our personnel_ and' the consulate in.BenghazL T~gically_~ two.of . 
the four Aineriafus who were killed were there providing security. That was their function.eAnd indeed, ,there ·.; . 
were m..ny otheri colleagues who were doing the sOme with them:~' 

-'Rice, on ABG's ~'This Week," SepL 16 

(Note: the U.S. ~st was nota consulate and itS precise rol~ is still a mystery.). 

'T~e way ihes~ kerpetrat~rs qcted.~nd moved, and their choosi~g the' specific date fori his so-Jt;zlled 
. . demons~atiOjl, Ts leaves us with no doubt that this was preplanned, piedeierm~ned. " 

- Afohomed Yusuf al-Magd~iaf, president of Libya's General-National-Congress, SepL 16 
. ·I .· . . . , . . 

QUESTION: "Simply ~n the basis of what AmbaSsador Rice ha8 publicly disclosed, does the Unite<fStates. 
Government regard what happened in Benghazi as an act of te~r?" . I . . . . . . 
SPOKESWOMJ\N VICTORIA NULAND: "Again, I'm not go~g.to put l~bels on this Wltil we have a oompl~te 

. investigation, oldly?~' · · : · · . -- .·. .. . · . · · · · . · 

. I -
QUESTION.: _~'You don~t-. so you don't regard it as~ act ofteiToris~?" 

•. 

:_ r . I ... . . . .. ': . . . ·. . . . . . ·. 
NULAND: "I don't think we: know enough. I don't thin)cwe }Qlow t:nough. And we're going t?_continue·to . 

.. ass~ss. She gavelour preliminary assessment, We're goh~g to have a:full ·investig~tion now, and then we'll be-in 

. a better position to put labels on things, okay?" . . . . I . . . . 
· -· ~~hange. at Staii~epartment bi'iefm~, Sept. 17 

J • • 

"Well, -~ou'r~ ~~hv~nient~y ronflating two 'things, which i~ the. alrlversary Qf9/ll and the inc~dents that t~ok 
place, which are 

1
m1der investigation and the cause and motivation behind them will be decided by that · 

investigatfon .. " · - · . . . . . .. .. -

· ..... - · Carney,- ._~ewj ht:~fmg, ~ep~ 17 

.Suddenly, a shift to a ·'terrorist·attack' 

. . "I would say yJs, they · wer~· killed in the C9urse of a terrorist a'ttack on our embassy .... The ·best.information 
·' . we have ~ow, th~ fac~ .that we have_ now indicate that this was an opportunistic a.~ack on our bmbassy. The 

· ·attack Begainma evOlved· and· escalated over several -hours at our embassy - ·our diplomatic· ~ost iit Benghazi. . . -
It evolv.ed and dcalated·over several hours. . · ·. . . . . . I . 
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"It appears that individuals who were certainly well-armed seized on the opportunity pre~ented as the events 
unfolded that evening and into the- into the morning hours of September 12th. We do know that a nwnber of 
militants in the area, as I mentioned, are well-anned and maintain those arms. What we don't have at this 
point is specific intelligence t~at there was a significant advanced planning or coordination for this 
attack. 

"We are focused on who was responsible for this attack. At this point, what I would say is that a ~umber of 
different elements appear to have been invQlved in the attack, including individuals connected to militant. groups 
that are prevalent in eastern Libya, particularly in the Benghazi area) as weli. We,are looking at indications that 
individuals involved in the attack may have had connections to al-Qaeda: or al-Qaeda's affiliates; in particular, 
al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb." · 

-Mathew Olsen, director of the National Counterterrorism Center, te.ftimony before Congress, Sept. 19, 
after being asked a direct question. 

CNN reports on Sept. 19 that Ambassador Christopher Stevens had been worried by the security threats 
in Benghazi. CNN later acknowledged the information came from Steven's journal. 

"It is, I think, self-evident that what happened in Benghaii was a terrorist attack. Our embassy was 
attacked violently, and the result was four deaths of American officials. So, again, that's self· evident. 
"He also made clear that at this point, based on the infonnation he has - · and he is briefing the Hill on the most 
up·to-date intelligence- we have no information at this point that suggests that this was a significantly 
preplanned attac~ but this was the result of opportunism, taking advantage of and exploiting what was 
happening as a result of reaction to the .video that was found to be offensive." · 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 20 

CBS News reports there n~ver was anti-American protest. 

"Witnesses tell C~S News that there was never ari anti-American protest outside of the consulate. Instead they 
s.ay it came under plarmed attack. That is in direct contradiction to the administration's account." 

-Margaret Brennan CBS News correspondent, CBS News report aired Sept. 20 

But Obama resists saying the 't' word . .. 

OBAMA: "What we've seen over the last week, week and a half, is something that actually we've seen in the 
past, where there is an offensive video or cartoon directed at the prophet Muhammad. And this is 
obviously something that then is used as an excuse by some to carry out inexcusable violent acts directed at 
.Westerners or Americans. 
"And my nwnber-one priority is always to keep our diplomats safe and to 

when the initial events in Cairo and all across the .. oan""., 

we find it offensive, it's not representative of America's views, how we treat 
each other with respect when it comes to their religious beliefs, but we will not tolerate violence." 

QUESTION:. "We have reports that the White House said today that the attacks in Libya were a terrorist attack. 
Do you have information indicating that it was Iran, or al-Qaeda was behind organizing the protests?" 

OBAMA: "Well, we're still doing an im•cstigation, and there are going to be differen~ circwnstances in 
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different countries. And so I don't want to speak to something until we have all the information. What we do 
know is that the natural protests that arose because of the outrage over the video were used as an excuse 
by extremists to see if they can also directly hann U.S. interests." 

-President Ob.ama, Univision Town· Hall, Sept 20 

e~r,:t®M,~~limw~tmu~tiitWl•Bmm 

QUESTION: "£mq$iii~B~::JJm~~fi~~1iriili~~~?" 

OBAMA: "We are still doing an investigation. There is no doubt that the kind of weapons that were used, the 
ongoing assault, that it wasn'tjust a mob action. Now, we don't have all the information yet so we are still 
gathering." 

- Obama, on ABC's "The Vrew," Sept 25 

"That is what we saw play out in the last two weeks, as a crude and disgusting video sparked outrage 
throughout the Muslim world. Now, I have made it clear that the United States government had nothing to do 
with this video, and I believe itS message must be rejected by all who respect our common hwnanity." 

- Obama, speech to the U.N. Genera_/ Assembly, Sept 25 

"It was a pre planned act of terrorism directed against American citizens. " 

- Magariaf, on NBC's "Today" show, Sept 26 

QUESTION: "Is there any reason why the President did not- he was asked point-blank in The View 
interview, is ~his a terrorist attack, yes or no? Is there any reason why he didn't say yes?" 

CARNEY: "He answered the question that he was asked, and there's no reason that he chose the words he did 
beyond trying to provide a full explanation of his views and his assessment that we need to await further 
information that the investigation will uncover. But it is certainly the case that it is our view as an 
administration, the President's view,.that it was a terrorist attack." 
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- Carney~ news briefing, SepL 26 
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. SUbJect: Great rpmC!s ffiml( ahKe · b7C 

. Ju~ an FYI t~~t Gl~itn Kessler ~ubllshe~ a comprehensive timeilne yeste;day of news:reports and Obain~ adminisir;~tion 
responses to th.e libya attack~· focusing ·spedfitally on how it was or was not defin~d as a terrorist attac~.-HRC mentions · 

· highlighted,· · · · · · · · · ' · · 

... From ~id~o to .terrorist attack: a definiti've .timeli~e of .. administration s~tements. on the .. ·· 
· Libya_attack : . · . . . . , 

• • • • ,• • • • ~ • • ' H 
1 

• t ' 

· . By Glenn Kessler, Pti.,lisbed: September.261 Updated: Thursday, September 27~ 6':()2 AM · 

"We are s~li doi~g an inVestigation. " . . ·. . . . . . ; : . ·· ·· . • : · . . . . . · · 

·. . " . I . . . ( .. 
. · - PresidentO~ama; S~pt.' 25, 2012 

. . , .. I . . . . . . . 
In any kind of cohfuSed overseas. event_, initial reports are often wrong .. But 'the Sept. 11 attack on ~e U :S. .. 
diploma~ic post ih Berighazi,. Libya~ in:\Vhich four Aniericap.s were ~illed, including the ambass~dor, is a ~ase 

.. study of h~w an ~dministration can caiefully keep the fo.cu~ as long as possible on on~ storylin1- and then , 
tum on a dun•. when it is no longer tenabl~. . •· . . . ' .. , . 

, . For political reJons, it certain! Y. was in the White House's interestS to not portray_ the attack aS, a te!"!'Orist . 
incident, especially (>ne that took place on the anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks. Inst~ad ~ead.Jilinistration 

:. · kept .the focus onlwhat waS ~ltimately.a red herring-. anger in the Arab wo'rld ov~r anti-Musliln video posted . 
. · .· on, Y ouTube. -W~th key phrases and mess~ge disCipline~ the .administration was· able to' coriflat~ an a~ck on the · ~-. · 

U.S. Embassy in •Egypt - which apparently was prompted by 'the video - · with the deadly assault. in Benghazi. .. 

~fficiaJ~ we~e ailo able .to dismiss pointed que~tions by ~-f~rring to an ongoing·investi.gati~n~ . . . 

~ltirnately, .whei th~ head of~e National Counterterrorism Center ~as asked po~ntblank on Capitoi Hill 
·whether it was~ b 'act of..teqor- and he aireed- the adnii~istration talking poin;ts pegan to!s~6. (Tough · ·. 
new~ reporting -+ as well as statements by :Libya's president -· also ·played a r~Ie.) .Yet Presid~nt. Ob~a · . 

. ~imselfresisted ~si!lg the'~" word, even as late as T~~sday~ while keeping the foc~s on the video·in his speech · 
to the U.N. General Assembly. 

. I .· . . . 
On Wednesday,Jhowever, White House spokes,:nan Jay Caineyacknow~esJged also th~t Obarn~ ~imself 
b~lieves the attack was terrorism- and so more than two. weeks after, the attack th~.Rubicon fi~ally was 
crossed. · · · · 

As a reader SeiVice, we have compiled a comprehensive timeline:of administn~tion statements, sho~ing the. 
. . I . . . . . . 

. evolution iii· talking points, wi~ key p~es highlighted in bold. Many readers sent suggestions for this 
timelme, for wliibh we are deeply gratefuL ·. · ,. · · . . · · · . 
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We will leave it to readers to reach their own conclusions on whether this is inerely the result of the fog of war 
and-diplomacy- or a deliberate effort to steer the storyline away from more politically damaging questions. 
After all, in a competitive election, two weeks is a lifetime. 

Initially, 'an attack'- and focus on a video 

"Frankly, we are not in a position to speak any further to the perpetrators of this attack. It was clearly a 
complex attack. We're going to have to do a full investigation." 

-Unnamed senior administration offtcial, briefing reporters in a conference call, Sept. 12 

"I think it's important to. note with regards to that protest that there are protests taking place in different 
· COWltries across the world that are din to the movie that has circulated on the Internet. ~ 

. ~~~~ 
message and its contents. We find it disgusting and reprehensible. America has a history of religious tolerance 
and respect for religious beliefs that goes back to our nation's foWlding. We are stronger because we are the 
home to people of all religions, including millions of Muslims, and we reject the denigration.of religion. We 
also believe that there is no justification at all for responding to this movie with violence." 

-White House spokesman Jay Carney, news briefing, Sept. 13 

"I have seen that report, and the story is absolutely wrong. We were not aware of any actionable intelligence 
indicating that an attack on the U.S. missiqn in Benghazi was planned or imminent. That report is false." 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 14 

"Based on the best information we have to date ... it began spontaneously in .Benghazi as ·a reaction to what 
had transpired some hours earlier in Cairo, where, of course, as you know, there was a violent protest outside 
of our embassy sparked by this hateful video. But soon after that spontaneous protest began outside of our 
consulate in Benghazi, we believe that it looks like extremist elements, individuals, joined in that effort with 
heavy weapons of the sort that are, unfortunately, readily now available in Libya post-revolution. And that it 
spunfrom there into something much; much more violent .... We do not have information at present that leads 
us to conclude that this was premedilllted or preplanned. " 

-Susan E. Rice, U.S. ambassador to the United Natio11s, on CBS's ''Face the Nation," Sept. 16 
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"We had a substantial security presence with our personnel and the consulate in Benghazi. Tragically, two of 
the four Americans who were killed were there providing security. That was their function. And indeed, there 
were many other colleagues who were doing the same with them." 

-Rice, on ABC's {'This Week," Sept. 16 

(Note: the U.S. post was not a consulate and its precise role is still a mystery.) 

"The way these perpetrators acted and moved, and their choosing the specific date for this so-called 
demonstration, this leaves us with no doubt that this was preplanned, predetermined. " 

-Mohamed Yusuf al-Magariaf, president of Libya's General National Co11gress, Sept. 16 

QUESTION: "Simply on the ·basis of what Ambassador Rice has publicly disclosed, does the United States 
Government regard what happened in Benghazi as an act of terror?" 

SPOKESWOMAN VICTORIA NULAND: "Again, I'm not going to put labels ori this until we have a complete 
investigation, okay?" 

· QUESTION: "You don't - so you don't regard it as an act of terrorism?" . 

NULAND: "I don't think we know enough. I don't think we know enough. And we're going to continue to 
~sess. She gave our preliminary assessment. We're going to have a full investigation now, and then we'll be in 
a better position to put labels on things, okay?'' 

- exchange at State Department brkfiit.g, SepL 17 

"Well, you're conveniently con.flating two things, which is the anniversary of 9/11 and the incidents that took 
place, which are under investigation and the cause and motivation behind them will be decided by ~hat 
investigation." · 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 17 

Suddenly, a shift to a 'terrofisnittacx•·--·---
I 

"I would say yes, they were killed in the course of a terrorist attack on our embassy . . .. The ~est information 
we have nQw, the facts that we have now indicate that this was an opportunistic attack on our embassy. The 
attack began and evolved and escalated over several hours at our embassy - our diplomatic post in Benghazi. 
lt evolved and es~alated over several hours. 

" It appears that individuals who were certainly well-anned seized on the opportunity presented as the events 
unfolded that evening and into the -into the morning hours of September 12th. We do know that a number of 
militants in the area, as I mentioned, are well-armed and maintain those arms. What we don1t have at this 
point is specific intelligence that there was. a significant advanced planning or coordinati<tn for this 
attack. 1 

• 

"We are focused on who was responsible for this attack. At this point, what l would say is that a number of 
different elements appear to have been involved in the attack, including individuals connected to militant groups 
that are prevalent. in eastern Libya, particularly in the Benghazi area, as well. We are looking at indications that 
individuals involved in the attack may have had connections to al-Qaeda or al-Qaeda's affiliates; in particular, 
ai-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb." 
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- Matltew Olsen, director of tile National Counterterrorism Center, testimony before Congress, Sept. 19, 
after being asked a direct question. 

CNN reports on Sept. 19 that Ambassador Christopher Stevens had been worried by the security threats 
in Benghazi. CNN later acknowledged the information came from Steven's journal. · 

"It is, I think, self~evident that what happened in Benghazi was a terrorist attack. Our embassy was 
attacked violently, and the result was four deaths of American officials. So, again, that's self- evident. 
"He aJso made clear that at this point, based on the information he has - and he is briefing the Hill on. the most 
up-to-date intelligence- we have no information at this point that suggests that this was a significantly 
preplanned attack, but this was the r:esult of opportunism, taking advantage of and exploiting what was 
happening as a result of reaction to the video that was found to be offensive." . 

-Carney, news briefing, SepL 20 

CBS News reports there never was anti~ American protest. 

"Witnesses tell CBS News that there was never an anti-American protest outside of the consulate. Instead they 
say it came under planned attack. That is in direct contradiction to the administration's account." 

-Margaret Brenn.an CBS News correspondent, CBS News report aired Sept. 20 

But Obama resists saying the ·' t' word ... 

OBAMA: "What we've seen over the last week, week and a half, is something that actually we've seen in the 
past, where there is an offensive video or eartooit directed at the prophet Muhammad. And this is 
obviously something that then is used as an excuse by some to carry out inexcusable violent acts directed at 
Westerners or Americans. · 
"And my number-one priority is aJways to keep our diplomats safe and to 
when the initial events in Cairo and all across the 

~ 
we find it offensive, it's not representative of America's views, how we treat 

each other with respect when it comes to their religious beliefs, but we will not tolerate violence." 

QUESTION: "We have reports that the White House said today that the attacks in Libya were a terrorist attack. 
Do you have information indicating that it was Ir~, or al-Qaeda was behind organizing the protests?" 

OBAMA: "Well, we're still doing an investigation, and there are going to be different circumstances in 
different countries. And so I don't want to speak to something until we have all the information. What we do 
know is that the natural protests that arose because of the outrage over the video were used as an excuse 
by extremists to see if they can also directly harm U.S. interests." 

- President Obama, Univision Town Hall, SepL 20 

~ · 

fFI!iJ!@JEtJ1t&'ffjj}NtiiW3fl!M..ifl!J.lfi!lll1tlilitiJ!Ii~Mi!!lKi!1Jfjj!,Wfi[~1/Jl~i!ltlfJ11~ 
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OBAMA: "We · still .doing an investigation. There is no doubt that the kind,ofweaponstha,t·~~re)..tsed, the · 
:. ongoing ~sault, it wasn't,Just a mob action.'Now, we. don't have ali th~ information yet . we are stil.l . · 

gathering." .. 

-Ohama,on .,T.he Vrew, "Sept. 25 ···:· . 
. , ,. . . 

"That is what . saw play out in ilie last two weeks, ~ a er.ude and disgusting video . 'outrage 
throughout 'the MlllSIIlm wo.r:Id. Now, ·i have madeit.'clear that the United States government nothing to do 
with· this 'Video,. !believe its mesSage must be rejectecfby ill who respect our common nmn~uty'.'' 

I .. 

. . 
This el')1ail is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From.vJdeo to terrorist attack: a: definitive.ti~eline 
of adl,llihistration statements on the LibYa afia:Ck · 

· · · · ·r ·.. · · · · · · 1 

By Glenn Kessler, ~tiblished: .Septe~ber 261 Upda~~d: Thursday, Septelliber·27, 6:02 ·M{· ! . : . . . 
JEWEL.SAMAn/AFP/GETTY IMAGES -. . . . . I . . ... . . . : 

"We are. still doing arr investigation. " 
. . : ,. . . . 
=· . . . . J. . 

- President Otiama, Sept.· 25, 2012 · . · · 

In ~y kin~ o.f jnfused ·~~erseas event; initial reports ar~ often ~o~~. But the Sept. 1) attackbn the U.S. 
diplomatic post' ih ·Benghazi, Libya, in which four Americans were lOlled, including the ambassador, is a case . 
study of how an ~dministration can carefully keep the focus as long as possibl~ on ~ne·story~inb -. and' then . 

tum on a dime wren it is no ro"';er tenable. ·.·. . _ · • . 1 : 

For' political. re~on~~.it certainly was in the White House's interests to not portray the ~ttackJ a terrorist . 
incident, especiaJly one that took place on the·anniversary of the Sept. ll attacks .. Instead the.~inistration ·· 

. · k.ept the foc~s o#. ·wh~t was ultimately 3: red herring- anger in the Arab world over anti·Musl~ vi(leo posted 
on You Tube~ With. key phrases and message disci.pline, the admini~tratio~ was able to. conflate an .attack on the . · 
U.S. Embassy in Egypt -· . ~hich apparently was prompted hy the. video - with the deadly assault in BenghaZ.L .. 

. . . . . .· . . . . . . . . . : j· . . ... . ·.: 

. Officials we~e. ars<> able to dismiss po~nted questions by. referrin~ to an o~oing .investigati~n. I . 
Ultimately,·wheh the head of the National Counterterrorism Center was ask~ pointblank on·«apitol Hill . 
wh.ether .it Was a~ ~~t of terror- and he agreed -· the admini.str~tion ~king points began tJ shit\. (Tough . 

. . n~ws repo~ng +~ well ru? state~ents by Libya'.s presiden~ -... also pl~yed a roleJY;et ·Pres~~ent?b~a . · . : 
· . hunselfres1sted usmg the "t., word, even as late as Tuesday, while keepmg the focus on the··vtdeom h1sspeech · 

· ··: · to the U.N. Gene~al Assembly. 1 
· · ' · · 

I .. .. . . 
~·": on Wednesday,thowever, White House spokesman Jay Carney acknowledged also th~t Obam,a h.imself . · 
'believes the attadk was terrorism -· and so more than two weeks after the attack the Rubicon.tinally was 

. . , . . I: 

crossed. · · 
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As a reader service, we have compiled a comprehensive timeline of administration statements, showing the 
evolution in talking points, with key phrases highlighted in bold. Many readers sent suggestions for this 
timeline, for which we are deeply grateful. 

We will leave it to readers to reach their own conclusions on whether this .is merely the result of the fog of war 
and diplomacy -or a deliberate effort to steer the storyline away from more politically damaging questions. 
After all, in a competitive election, two weeks is a lifetime. 

Initially, 'an attack'- and focus on a video 

"Yesterday, our U.S. diplomatic post in Benghazi," Liby~ was attacked. Heavily armed militants assaulted the· 
compoWld and s~t fire to our buildings. American and Libyan security personnel battled the attackers together. 
Four Americans were killed. They included Sean Smith, a Foreign Service information management officer, 
and our Ambassador to Libya Chris Stevens. We are still making next of kin notifications for the other two 
individuals." 

-Secretary of State Hillary Rod/lam Clinton, State Department Treaty room, Sept. 12 

"Frankly. we are not in a position to speak any further to the perpetrators of this attack. It was clearly a 
complex attack. We're going to have to do a full investigation." 

- Unnamed senior administration officiill, briefmg reporters in a conference call, Sept. 12 

: "I think it • s important to note with regards to that protest that there are protests taking place in different 
coWltries across the world that are responding to the movie that has circulated on the Internet. As 
Secretary Clinton said today, the United States government had nothing to do with this movie. We reject its 
message and its contents. We fmd it disgusting and reprehensible. America has a history of religious tolerance 
and respect for religious beliefs that goes back to our nation's foWlding. We are stronger because we are the 
home to people of all religions, including millions of Muslims, and we reject the denigration of religion. We 
also believe that_ there is no justification at all for responding to this movie with violence." 

- White House spokesman Jay Carney, news briefing, Sept. 13 

"This has been a difficult week for the State Department and for our country. We've seen the heavy assault on · 
our post in Benghazi that took the lives of those brave men. We've seen rage and violence directed at 
American embassies over an awful Internet video that we had nothing to do with. It is hard for the American 
people to make sense of that because it is senseless, and it is totally unacceptable." 

- Clinton, transfer of remains ceremony, Sept. 14 

"I have seen that report, and the story is absolutely wrong. We were not aware of any actionable intelligence 
indicating that an attack on the U.S. mission in Benghazi was planned or imminent. That report is false." 

- Carney, news.briefing, Sept. 14 

"Based on the best information we have to date ... it began spontaneously in Benghazi as a reaction to what 
/tad transpired some hours earlier in Cairo, where, of course, as you know, there was a violent protest outside 
of our embassy sparked by this hateful video. But soon after that spontaneous protest began outside of our 
consulate in Benghazi, we believe that it looks like extremist elements, individuals: joined in that effort with 
heavy weapons of the sort that are, unfortunately, readily now available in Libya post-revolution. And that it 
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spun from there into something much, much more violent .... We do not have information at present that leads 
us to conclude that this was premeditaled or preplanned. " 

-Susan E. Rice, U.S. ambassador to tl1e United Nations, on CBS's "Face the Nation," Sept. 16 

"We had a substantial security presence with our ~rsonnel and the consulate in Benghazi. Tragically, two of 
the four Ameri~s who were killed were there providing security. That was their function. And indeed, there 
were many other colleagues who were doing the same with them." 

-Rice, on ABC's "This Week,, Sept. 16 

(Note: the U.S. post was not a consulate and its precise role is still a mystery.) 

"The way these perpetrators acted and moved, and their choosing the specific date for this so-called 
demonstration, this leaves us with no doubt that this was preplanned, predetermined. " · 

-Mohamed Yusuf al-Magariaf, president of Libya's General National Congress, Sept. 16 

QUESTION: "Simply on the basis of what Ambassador Rice has publicly disclosed, does the United States 
Government reg~d what happened in Benghazi as an act of terror?" 

SPOKESWOMAN VICTORIA NULAND: "Again, I'm not going to put labels on this until we have a complete 
investigatio~ okay?'' 

QUESTION: "Y9u don't - · so you don't regard it as an act of terrorism?" 

NULAND: "I don't think we know enough. I don't think we know enough. And we're going to continue to 
assess. She gave ,our preliminary assessment. We're going to have a full investigation now, and then we'll be in 
a better position to put labels on things, okay?" · 

- exchange at State Department briefing, Sept. 17 

"Well, you're conveniently conflating two things, which is the anniversary of9/11 and the incidents that took 
place, which are 'under investigation and the cause and motivation behind them will be decided by that 
investigation." · 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 17 

Suddenly, a shift to a 'terrorist attack' 

" I would say yes, they were killed in the course of a terrorist attack on our embassy .... The best infonnation 
we have now, the facts that we have now indicate that this was an opportunistic attack on our embassy. The 
attack began and evolved and escalated over several hours at our embassy - our diplomatic p9st in Benghazi. 
lt evolved and .escalated over several hours . 

. "Jt appears that individuals who were certainly well-armed seized on the opportunity presented as the events 
unfolded-that evening and into the- into the morning hours of September 12th. We do know that a number of 
militants in the area, as I mentioned, are well-anned and maintain those arms. What we don't have at this 
point is specific" intelligence that there was a significant advanced planning or coordination for this 
attack. 
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· "We are focused on who was responsible for-this attack. At this point, what I would say is that a number of 
. ··different elemen's appear.to have been involved in the attack~ including individuals connected tq militant groups 
· that are prevalent in eastern Libya, particularly in-.the Bengh8:Zi area, as. well. We are lookirig at-indications that 
individ~s involred i.n the attack may have had connections to al-Qaeda or al-Qaeda's affiliates! in p.cirticular, 

· al-Qaeda m the Islamic Maghreb." · · . . . · · I 

-. Mathew oa.~ .. director of tile N;wonal Counterturorism Center, testimony before CongrLs, .S~pL I 9, 
after being asked a direct question. · ·. · · · 

. . : CNN repo~ .oJ Sept. 19 that Ambassador Christopher Stev.;;~ bad been worried by tbe security ibreats 
in ~eng~azi. CNNI later acknowledged the infonp.ation came fro~ Steven's jou~al. :· . . . . I 

.. -"It is, I ·thi~; s~,f-eVident that wb~t happened in Bengh~zi. was ~ terrorist attat:~ Our ~mb?ssy was . 
. . a~cked viol~ntly, and the result was four ~eaths pf American officials. So, again, that's self- eviden~. . . 

"He also made c~~~ that at this point, ba8ed on the information he ha,s -. · and he is brie'fi~g the ~ill on the most· 
up,to-date intelligence-. we _have· no informa.tion at this point ~at suggests that this was,asim!ficantly •· . 
p~pl~ed attac~, but this ~the result. of qpportwtism, taking advllflta~e of ;md.e~ploiting what was · 
happenmg as a result of reach on to the v1deo .that was found to 0e offens1ve." ! . .. I . . 
- Carney, new~ hr~jing, SepL 20 ·. . . ~ .. 

1

• 

CBS News reports there never was anti-American protest. . . I . : 
<iframe width='~·4~0'' height="33S" sre="http://www.youtube.com/embe~/TGMinBkUztM?rei:=O" frameborder="O'~ · . 
aUowfullscreen><rframe> · . . . 

. "Witnesses tell ems News that there was never ari anti-American'protest outside of the consulate. In~tead they 
~ay _it came unde~ planned attack.. That is in directco~~ction to the administration's accountl" · · 

. I . . . > 
- Margaret Brennan CBS News correspondent, CBS News report aired.SepL 20 . . . . . I· . . . . 
But Obama ~sisr saying the 't' word... . . " . . . . . . . I . 
OBAMA: "What we've seen over the last ~eek; week and a half, j~ something that actually We've seen in the .. 
past, where ther~ ~s an offensiv~ video or cartoon directed at the pr~phet Muh~m.mad. And this is · . · .·. 
obviously S<?mething that then is used as an excuse by some to carry out inexcusable violent adts dir:ect~d at 
Westerners or Ak.ericans. . · · •.·· . . . ·. ·· . I · · .. · 
"Arid .my in;~mb~r-one priority is alw~ys to keep our d.iplomats sa{e and to .keep our embas~ies safe. And so · · 

when the imtial .~vents happened in Cairo ~d all acro~s the region, we worked witJ:l Secretary Clinton to· · 
. redoubie our sed.uity'and to send a: message .to the leaders ofthese.countries, essentially sayin~. althqugh we 
. had n,Pthingio ·4~ wi~.the yideO, we find it offensi:ve. it's not representative of America's views, how we treat 
each other with tesp'ect when it comes to their teli~1ous beliefs,'but we will not tolerate violende." . . . I . . . CA . I 
.Q~STI9N: ,·,V{~ have r~ports that the White House shld today that ~e attacks in Libya we~ia terrorist attack .. 
Do you have. information -indicating that it was Iran, or al-Qaeda was behind organizing the protests?" · . 

· OB.AMA: "Well, we~re still doing an investigation, and there are going to be different circu:rhstances in ·. 
different countribs. An~ so I don't want to speak to something until we hiwe all the informatioh .. What we do 
kpow is th~t. ·the In~ tu.ral protests tha~ arose· because o! the ou'tra~e o":er the video were ·us~d as ~n .. excus~ . 
by extremasts tosee 1fthe~ can.also dtrectJy harm U.S. mterests.'~ . ·· 

, I . 
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-President Obama, Univision Town Hal~ Sept. 20 

"What happened in Benghazi was a terrorist attack, and we will not rest until we have tracked down and 
brought to justice the terrorists who murdered four Americans." 

-Clinton, statement at a meeting with Pakistani Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar, Sept. 21, 2012 

"As we all know, the United States lost a great ambassador and the Libyan people lost a true friend when Chris 
Stevens and three .other Americans were killed in the terrorist assault on our consulate in Benghazi." 

- Clinto11, meeting with Libyan President Magariaf, Sept. 24 

QUESTION: "I heard Hillary Clinton say it was an act of terrorism. Is it? What do you say?" 

OBAMA: "We are still doing an investigation. There is no doubt that the kind of weapons that were used, the 
ongoing assault, that it wasn't just a mob action. Now. we don't have all the information yet so we are still 
gathering." 

- Obama, on ABC's ''The View," Sept. 25 

"That is what we saw play out in the last two weeks. as a. crude and disgusting video sparked outrage 
throughout the Muslim world. Now, I have made it clear that the United States government had nothing to do 
with this video, and I believe its message niust be rejected by all who respect our common humanity." 

- Obama, speech to the U.N. .General Assembly, Sept. 25 

"It was a pre planned act of terrorism directed against American citizens. " 

- Magariaf, on NBC's '1Today" show, Sept. 26 

"For some time, al-Qaeda .in th.e Islamic Maghreb and other groups have launched attacks and kidnappings from 
northern Mali into neighboring countries. Now, with a larger safe haven and increased freedom to maneuver, 
terrorists are seeking to extend their reach and their networks in multiple directions. And they are working with 
other violent extremists to undermine the democratic transitions underway in North Africa, as we tragically 
saw io Benghazi." 

- Clinton, at the United Nations, Sept. 26 

QUESTION: "Is there any reason why the President did not- he was aSked point-blank in The View 
interview, is this a terrorist attack, yes or no? Is there any reason why he didn't say yes?" 

CARNEY: "He answered the question that he was asked, and there's no reason that he chose the words he did 
beyond trying to provide a full explanation of his views and his assessment that we need to await further 
information that the investigation will uncover. But it is certainly the case that it is our view as an 
administration, the President's view, that it was a terrorist attack." 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 26 
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, F:rom,v_~d~eo·to .terrodst ~ttack: a· defi~iti~e ti~.e~ne··. · 
~ ofadm•r•stratiOn . statements on ~he Libya atfaCk 
By Glenn Kessier,.P~blished: . Septe~b~r 261 Updated: Thursday, September 27' 6:02'.AM' · 

. ·. ·i :. . ·. . · .. · . .. . . . . 
JEWEL SAMAID/AFPlGETIY·IMAGES j • • . .. I . . 
"We are still doing an in\;estigalion." 

. . ,. . 
. . . 

., 

- . Pr~ident 06ama, ~ept. 25, 2012 · 

. . Jn anY kmd of~nfused o~~~ ev~nt, in!tial ~ports are often \Vr~ng. jlu~ the ~pt. II attackion the ;u.s. : · 
.dtplo~atic .post m·Benghm, Ltby~, m·which f<?ur. Amencans were killed, mcJudmg the ambassador, IS a case. 
study· ~f~~w an :~n~stration can caref1,111y keep the focus as l~ng as posslble .on one storylirie - . and·then .. 
turn on a dtme when tt 1s no loriger tenable. · ' . ·: . .: · . . 

For political relons~ it certainly w~'in.the White House's inte~sts;to not portray the attac~ aS a terrorist .. 
incident, especi~lly one that took'place on the anniversary of the Sept 11 attacks . .Instead th~ idmir)istt:~tiori 
ke~t ~h~ focus.o~. ~bat was ultima~ely a red herring-. anger'in the A.rab:_.w.qrld ovet ~ti-Mu~'im y.~deo posted . . 
on You Tube. ·~ith key phras~s and message discipline, the admini~tration w~ _~ble. to confla'e an ~t~ck on. th~ 
U.S. Embassy m Egypt -which. _apparently was. prompted by th€? v1deo -· 'wtili the d~adly assault m Benghazi. . l . . . . ·: . 
Officials were aiso able -to dismiss pointed questions by referring. to an ongoing inyestigation. 

Ultimately, whjn the h~~d of~e 'National Counterte;orism ceJ~er, was asked poi~tblank o.n.Capitol Hill · 
whether it was alan act:or terror-·· ~d he agreed -the administration talking points began= to shif;t .. (Tough·. 
news reporting _I as well as statements by Libya's president-· also played a role.)' Yet President Obanja 
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himself resisted using the "t" word, even as late as Tuesday, while keeping the focus on the video in his speech 
to the U.N. General Assembly. 

On Wednesday, however, White House spokesman Jay Carney acknowledged also that Obama himself 
believes the attack was terrorism - and so more than two weeks after the attack the Rubicon finally was 
crossed. 

As a reader servi~e. we have compiled a comprehensive timeline of administration statements, showing the 
evolution in talking points, with key phrases highlighted in bold. Many readers sent suggestions for this 
timeline, for which we are deeply grateful. 

We will leave it to readers to reach their own conclusions on whether this is merely the result of the fog of war 
and diplomacy - · or a deliberate effort to steer the storyline away from more politically damaging questions. 
After all, in a competitive election, two weeks is a lifetime. · 

Initially, 'an attack'- and focus on a video 

"Yesterday, our U.S. diplomatic post in Benghazi, Libya, was attacked. Heavily armed militants assaulted.the 
compound and set fire to our buildings. American and Libyan security personnel battled the attackers together. 
Four Americans were killed. They included Sean Smith, a Foreign Service infonnation management officer, 
and our Ambassador to Libya Chris Stevens. We are still making next of kin notifications for the other two 
individuals." 

-Secretary of $_tate Hilla,-, Rodham Clinton, State Department Treaty room, Sept. 12 

"Frankly, we are not in a position to speak any furthet to the perpetrators of this attack. It was clearly a 
complex attack. We're going to have to do a full investigation." 

- Unnamed senior administration offlcial, briefmg reporters in a conference caU, Sept. 12 

"I think it's important to note with regards to that protest that there are protests taking place in different 
countries across the world that are r~ponding to .the movie that has circulated on the Internet. As 
Secretary Clinton said today, the United States govenunent had nothing to do with this movie. We reject its 
message and its contents. We find it disgusting and reprehensible. America has a history of religious tolerance 
and respect for religious beliefs that goes back to our nation's founding. We are stronger because we are the 
home to people of all religions, including millions ofMuslims, and we reject the denigration of religion. We 
also believe that there is no justification at all for responding to this movie with violence." 

- White House spokesman Jay Carney, news briefing, Sept. 13 

"This has been a difficult week for the State Department and for ·our country. We've seen the heavy assault on 
our post in Benghazi that took the lives of those brave men. We've seen rage and violence directed at 
American embassies over an awful Internet video that we had nothing to do with. It is hard for the American 
people to make sense of that because it is senseless, and it is totally unacceptable." 

- Clinton, transfer of remains ceremony, Sept. 14 
. . 

"I have seen that ·report, and the story is absolutely wrong. We were not aware of any actionable intelligence 
indicating that an attack on the U.S. mission in Benghazi was planned or imminent. That report is false." 

- Carney, ttews briefing, Sept. 14 
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"Based on the best information we have to date ... it began spontaneously in Benghazi as a reaction to what 
had transpired some hours earlier in Cairo, where, of course, as you know, there was a violent protest outside 
of our embassy sparked by this hateful video. But soon after that spontaneous protest began outside of our 
consulate in Benghazi, we believe that it looks like extremist elements, individuals, joined in that effort with 
heavy weapons of the sort that are, unfortunately, readily now available in Libya post-revolution. And that it 
spun .from there into something much, much more violent .... We do not have information at present that leads 
us to conclude that this was premeditated or.preplanned. " 

-Susan E. Rice, U.S. ambassador to the U~tited Nations, on CBS's "Face the Nation," Sept. 16 

"We had a substantial security presence with our personnel and the consulate in Benghazi. Tragically, two of 
the four America?s who 'Were kiHed were there providing security. That was their function. And indeed, there 
were many other·colleagues.who were doing the same with them." 

- Rice, on ABC's "This Week," Sept. 16 

(Note: the U.S. J?OSt was not a consulate and its precise. role is still a mystery.) 

"The way these perpetrators acted and moved, and their choosing the specific date for this so-called 
demonstration, this leaves us with no doubt that this was preplanned, predetermined. " 

-Mohamed Yusuf al-Magariaj, president of Libya·'s General National Congress, Sept. 16 

QUESTION: "Simply on the basis of what Ambassador Rice has publicly disclosed, does the United States 
Government regard what happened in Benghazi as an act of terror?" 

SPOKESWOMAN VICTORIA NULAND: "Again, I'm not going to put labels on this until we have a complete 
investigation, okay?" 

QUESTION: "You don't- so you don't regard it as an act .ofterrorism?" 

NULAND: "I don•t think we know enough. I don•t think we know enough. And we're going to continue to 
assess. She gave· our preliminary assessment. We're going to have a full investigation now, and then we'll be in 
a better position .to put labels on things, okay?" 

- exchange at State Department briefmg, Sept. 17 

"Well, you're conveniently conflating two things, which is the anniversary of9/ll and the incidents that took · 
place, which are under investigation and the cause and motivation behind them will be decided by that 
investigation." 

- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 17 

Suddenly, a shift to a 'terrorist attack' 

"I would say y~s. they were killed in the course of a terrorist attack on our embassy .... The;best information 
we have now, the facts that we have now indicate that this was an opportunistic attack on our embassy. The 
attack began and evolved and escalated over several hours at our embassy -our diplomatic post in Benghazi. 

. ft evolved and escalated over several hours. 
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i ' . . 

."It appear:. that irdividua!s whe>were certainly ~ell-anned sei~ oil the opportunity presented ~the ~vents . 
... unfolded that evening and into the - into the morning hours of September 12th. We do know that a number of 
militants,in. the irea, as I mentioned; are well-armed ·and· maintain those arms. What we don1t~ave ~t this · 
point is specificlintelligence that there was a significant advanced planning or coordination for this 
att."r.k. · · · · · 

"We are focused
1 
on who was respons_jble for this attack. At this point, what I would say is that a number of 

different elements appear to have been involved in· the ·attack, including individuals connected t6 militant groups 
!Ita~ a;e pre~al(m~ iri .~astem Libya, particularly iri th~ Bep.ghazi area, as well. We are looki~g.atj~dicati?ns that 
mdivtduals mvolved m the attack may have had·cormect1ons to al-Qaeda·or al·Qaeda's affiliates; m particular, 
al~Qaeda in the I~lamic" ·Maghreb." · . . : · · I 

· ' - Mathew 0/seL, director of the National Counterterrofis~ Center, testimony befo;~ C~ng;kss,. Sept. 19, 
I • : 

after being askeil a direct question. 
I .· 

· CNN reports,.o~ .Sept. 19 that Ambassador Christopher Stevens bad been w~rried by the 'security threats · 
. i~ Benghazi. Cf'iN later. a.dmowledged the information came from Steven's jou~al. . . 

. I . . . 
"It is, I thi~ self-evident that what happened in Benghazi was a terrorist attack. Our emoassy was . 
attacked violently; and the result was .four deaths of American officials .. .So, again, that's self- e~ident. 
"He als.o ~ade ·~,ear that at this poin~. ~ased "on_ the. ~o~at~on he bas-· and he. is ~briefmg ~el!"fil1 ori ~he most 
up-to-date xntellt~ence -we have ~o mformat10n at this pomt that suggests that thts was a si~tficantly · · · 
preplanned attacf," but-this was the result of opportunism, taking ad vantage of and exploiting what was 
happening ·as. a·~sult ofreaction to the Video that ·was found .tq be offensi~e." · ·1 

. . . · I ·· i 
- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 20 . 1 

CBSN 
lrtst.b . ' . A. . . . I 

. ews repol ere·neve~_was anh- mer1can p~test. · . . .j · 
<iframe wi_dth=" 4~cr' heigh~="338" src=" http://www. youtube.com/embed/TG.~InB~UztM?rei=0'

1 frameborder=".o" 
allowfullscreen></iframe> I· · · . · . . . I 
'~Witnesses tell GBS News. that there was never an anti-American prot~st outside of the consul!te. lns~ead they 

· say it came unde~ planned attack. That is in direct contradiction to the administration's account." · , . ' . . . . . . 

. -Margaret Brennan CBS News_ corresponde~t~ CBS News report aired Sept. ~0 . I . . . . 
· But Obam~ resists saymg the 't' word... . . : . . j . . . . 
. . I . ·. 
·osAMA: ·~What we've seen over the laSt week, week and a half, is something that actually we've·se.en in ~he . · . · 
past, where ther~ is an offensive video or cartoon directed at the prophet Muhammad. An~ Plis is 
obviously somethlng that then is used as an excuse by SOJDe to carry .. out inexcusable violent adts·directed at 
Westerners or Afuericans. · · · · \ . . · . 
"And my numbJr~one priority is always to keep our diplomats safe and to keep our embas~ies safe. ~d so, 
when the initial Jvents ~appened jn Cairo and all across the region, we worked with Secretary pinton to . · 

. redouble our sec{mty and to send a m~ssage to the leaders of these. countries, essentially saying, although we . 
had nothirig to 4o with the video, we find it offensive, it's not representative of America's views, how we treat 
each other· with ~~bspect when it com~s to their religious beliefs~ b_ut we will not tolerate violenf." 

. I 

QUESTION: "~e have reports that the White House·said today that the attacks in Libya wereja terrorist attack .. 
Do you have information indicating that it was Iran, or al-Qaeda was behind org~izing the protests?" . 

s1 HRC-9679 



· OBAMA:· "Well, we're still doing an investigation, ~d there are going to be different" circums~ces in 
:different countri¢s .. And soJ,don't wapt to sPeak to sQ.mething until we have all the infonnatio~ What we do 

· )<now is that t~e!natural protests that arose ·because ~f th~ outrage over the video were used as an excuse 
by extremistS to see if they can also directly hann U.S. interests." . · ·. · . · . . I . . . . . . . . 

.. . . .· 

- Presitjent Obama, Univision T~wn Hall;· Sept. 20 

."~at .happe~ed i~ Benghazi was a terrorist a~ack, and we wili not rest. until we have tracked down and 
: . brought to jilstiJ 'the' terrorists who murdered folir Americans. n : • . . 

. . . .. · - · Clinton, staL! at a meeting .with Pakistani Forliign ArmisterHina Rabbanl Khar, Sept 21, 2012 . . . l . . .. . I . 
. '~As w~ all' knoW:, the United States lost a great ambassad~r and t~e .Lib;~:people lost a. trUe friend ·~he~ Cluis · 

Stevens and'three other Americans were killed in the terrorist assault on our ·consUlate in Ben8hai:i." . · . . . . . . ·I . . . • . . I . . ~ .,, . : . . . . . • . . . . 

· ·- · · Clinton, ~eting ·with ~ibyan President Magariaf, Sept. 24 · .-
, QUESTION:. "I h~dHill~ Clinton say it was an act ofterroris~ Is it? What do you say?" .. . . .. ~ . . . 
·.. . . . . .· . : . . . - . ": . . ' . 

OBAMA: "We·are still doing an investigation. There is no doubt that the kind ofweap9ns·that were. used, the 
ongoing assault,1tl,lat it wasn' tju.sta mob action. Now, we don't have all the.information yet Jo we are 'st'ilt · 
gathering.;' · ··· ' · 

- Obama,.on AJiC's "T~e Vuw," Sept. 25 ·. · · · 

'"f~at. is whafwl saw play ou~·fu the last two weeks, .as a crude ~nd .disgusting vidoo.-spar~e(i outra~e . . . 
. . I . , . . I . . , .. 

thr:oughout the· Muslim world. Now,.,J have made i~ clear that the United States goveinment had nothing to do · : ·. · 
with·this video; kd I believe .itS message must be rejected by all who respect .our co~on hmrtanicy.'.' · · · 

- ()bama,'speelh to the U.N. General Assembly, Sept 25 .:· · ' . . . · .' .. . . . I . . . . . 
. . "It was aprepianned act of terrorism directed against America~ citizens." 

.: . . .. . I . ... . . . . 
,. • . I . 

- Magariaj, on NBC's "Today" show, Sept. 26 .. . :. . . .' . 

"For some time, j~l.-Qaeda in. the I; lamic Maghreb and other ~u~s have launched. ~~c~ and·.kidnappings.··from . . 
·northern Mali'·inro neighborintf~~tries. Now, with a J:arger sate haven ?Jid incre~ed freedo~ to ·111~euv·e~, · 
terrorists 'are seeking to' extend their reach and their networks in multiple direc~iqns .. ~d they are working with 

') . other :Viol~rit extf.emists to undermine the democratic transitions underWay in .North Afric~ as 
1
we·tragically' 

· saw in Benghazi." · , . . I , . . ., 
i 

- ·Clinton, at tlie United Nations, Sept. 26 . 
.· ·· 

. . I . . .. 
. QUESTIQN: "Is there aQY reason why the President did not- h~ was asked point .. blank in The Yiew · 
' int~rview, 'is.this1 a terrorist attack;·· yes or no? Is there any reason why he didri't Say 'yes~"· I . . . [ . . . . . ·. . . I 
CA~Y: ."He answered the question that he was asked, and there's n~ reason that.he ch~~~ ~e w(jrds .. he.~id 

·. beyond trying to1 provide a full explanation of his views and hi~ assessment that V<je need to aw~it . further . ·· 
iruo~ation that the investigation will uncover. But it i$·certainly':the case that it is our vieW as an 
administration, the President's view, that it was a terrorist att,ack." . 
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- Carney, news briefing, Sept. 26 

/ 

53 HRC-9681 



From: 
1 ., . 

. OpsAiert .... · ·1 · ' 

.Sunday, September 30, 201-2 5:30AM .l 

1 

. 
Overnight Brief. 09/3011 (~ 

Sent: 
. Subject: 
Attachments: image001.gif ' · . . .· . . . --- -··- · ·------·-·-.. ... _ · ·-r·· ---· ........ :·· .. --·-·----------- ~ - ·· --·-----.. ·---·-- ·-·------.. ..... ----- ---- .. -- · · --· ·----.. -:-------.. .;. · ··-··--· · ... --..... - - --~ · --- - -- ---:---~--~--,--~-1--

EJcunvE SECRE~=; auT UNCLAssrFIEfl · . ... ·· · j · 
· I · · ·' i 
·Operations Cetrter 

Overnight Brief 
· Sunday, September 30, 2012 

OS30EDT 

. UBYAN~ TAKE· S!EP f:OWARD; DISA~M!t-MEN~ . . . ·. . ·' -I .. · 
· (Strtf) Hundreds! of Libyans m Ben~azt .~d Tnpol~ hand_ed m weapons. t~cludmg rocket laun~~ers _and a~. 
at the fi:rst of seve rill planned collection drives organized by the anny, medta report. Embassy J;n poh . . · 1 

comments voJun~ cOllections are the first step toward a needed long-term ci>mprehel)sive dis~anient, _ . I 

demobilization, ahd re-integration (DDR) program to successfully manage the. militias. Th~ mil,itary is the most ·j· 
organized-nation~. security force and the most capable of carrying out these efforts; tension betWeen the · . ·. I 

.· · mili_tarY and the ~lati vel y we'ak Ministry of the Interior regarding control of the militia· iss"Qe wiil contiJ:lue to I 
complicate any PDR pro grains the government undertakes. (Ops/Embassy Tripoli e·mail, Redters) 1 

lWO KILLED!Itf CLASH AT VENEZUELA 9'~PAIGN E~ENT . ) I • . . I 
e;BU} Local opp·osttJ.on lea4ers w~~ shot to deatlt dunng a confrontation between. supporters of op~o~_1t10n I 
presiden~ial ~dip ate Henriqu~ Capriles and President -~havez, .media report. Embassy. Came~ comm~n~s the · I 
shooting occurre4 in Chavez's home _state of Barinas and is the most serious incide~t of politi~ violence to · , 
date in advance of the October 7 national el~ctions. Six people allegedly affiliated with Chavez~ s party were 
detained inconn~~tion with the shooting.' Capriles• party issued a statement conderrining the killing~, 
reiterating _its conhrutment to peace, ·and calling on Venezuelans to protest the :violence by votin'g for 

. Capriles; (Ops!EJnbassy_ Caracas telcon, AP) · · · · · : . I . . .. . ' . . . . · . .. · . 

BO XILAI ·ST~PP.ED O_F ~RIM:INAL IMMUNITY . . - · . 1- . . . , 

.{SBU) The Standirig Comn1ittee ofChongqing's ·Municipal People's Congress removed Bo from his··post as 
· deputy.to the IltJ{Nation~lPeople's Congress, media report. De~egates ~o that boqy have inuri~ty from arrest 
and prose~ution. Embassy Beijing cominents the move is a procedural step which removes a teChnical hurdle.to 

. prosecuting Bo;hbwever, based on past precedent, the Chinese government might wait several months before 
putting him 011 trihl. -fO.ps!Embassj J!eijing.telcon and e·maU, ~.P) . · . I : 
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WORLDWIDE PROTESTS UPDATE 
• (~ Embassy Islamabad anticipates small protests September 28. Consulate Lahore expects six protests 
in the vicinity of the consulatet varying in size from 400-1500 people. Karachi police anticipate some protests; 
however, leaders of religious-political parties postponed a large rally. (Ops/Embassy Islamabad e-mail) 
• e8B~ The government of Libya reports the possibiiity of demonstrations in Tripoli and Benghazi September 
28. (l'ripoli 63) · · 

• (SBU) Consulate General Kolkata reports due to possible protests scheduled for September 28 the American 
Center will be closed. Embassy New Delhi reports there are no known plans for protests in other parts of India 
September 28. (Opsllndia desk e-mail, Ops/Consulate General Kolkata e-mail) 
• (Sm:1) Embassy Nouakchott expects demonstrations around the embassy as well as the Grand Mosque and 
Marche Capital areas September 28. (Embassy Nouakchott Security Message) 

UN PREDICTS 700,000 SYRIANS TO FLEE BY YEAR-END 
(SBU) UNHCR's latest estimate far surpasses its previous forecast of 185,000t media report. The Syria desk 
comments the increase represented a dramatic uptick.in violence in highly populated areas, the growing 
sectarian nature of the conflictt and the perception hostilities will continue. The Bureau of Population, Refugees · · 
and Migration comments the UN has called for $500 million from the international community to assist 
refugees. (Ops/Syria desk e-mail, Ops/Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration e-mail, Reuters) 

KUWAIT'S PARLIAMENT TURNS TO THE EMIR IN POLITICAL STANDOFF 
(SB~ Long-running political tensions between elected parliamentarians and the government might lead anew 
to parliament's dissolution and fresh elections, media report. The Kuwait desk comments that while the 
decision currently rests with the emir, he might request the reinstated 2009 parliament take action to try to 
resolve the impasse. (Ops/KuwaiJ desk e-mail, Reuters) 

F~NCE WILL EXPEL THOSE THREATENING PUBLIC SECURITY 
(~5tt? Interior Minister Valls' remarks were directed at foreigners who claim to follow Islam but do not 
respect France~s secular traditions, laws, and valuest media report. The France desk comments Valls represents 
the center-right wing of the Socialist Party with an image of being tough. on law and order issues. The 
statement reflects his views, but is consistent with French policy. (Ops/France desk e-mail, AFP) 
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From:·· 
··sent: ,._ 

To: · : 
Subject: 

;,, 

I I 
Etld~ Septe:ber 28, 2012 4:44 PM 

· I I , 
Rice L + Rogm comments · 

' . : 

. \' 

. . : . 
. I . . 

. • '": 

Susan~ice's _problematic timeline 
· .. COmments (27) 

By DYLAN BYERS J 

9/28/121:33f'M EDT 

,f 4. 
"· .. 

... · .. 
.i .· 

Sept. 16,'via Jake Tapper: · · · · .. . · 

u:s~ .A~b~_ssa~or _td th~ United Nations Susan ~ice. said the attack. on the Americ~n consulate in. Bengh_!l~i Ia~t . 
.;,eek was not'pr~m~ditateci, directly contradicting toi:> Libyan officials· who say the aMc.k was planned in ad~an~e. 

"Ou>cumint best aL~sSment, -bas~d on the infonna1io~ that we havO. atpres~~t. is that, iil fact, what thiS began ail .. . . . . . I . . . . . . ' . : . . . . ' I . ' ; . . . .. 
it was a spontane~us - not a premeditated ·- response. to what had trim spired· in Cairo," Rice told me: this morning .· . 

. . . · . i 
on,"This Weefs." : ; 

.I 
Sept. 28, via Ell Lake: . · .. ; . . · 

In the 'ho-urs followi~g the 9/11 anniversary attack on lhe U.S. consulat~ in Benghazi, .Libya, U·.S. :int~lligence . . . . . I . . , . . ·< ' • . . . • I . . . . . 
agencies monito~ed communications from_jihadists affiliated with t~e group that led the attack and members of AI . I. . . . . .. . , . . 
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM}, the group's North African affili~te. · ' 

. I nthe communle<ililns. members of Ansa,raf.Sharia (AAS) br~gged ab~ut their suCcessful attack against ~e 
. Ame·A~ri .. eon~.ulat,. an d.-the ~.s. amb~_ss~dor, a·.cc~rding t~ .th~ee\J .. S. int~lligence officials who ~pokb to The ·D~ily 

Beast -anonymously becau~e they were not authorized to tal~ to the press. 

• ! 

b6 
b7C 

. ·.·· 

. . . . I· . . , . .. : . , : . :··. 
- All ~f ~hich ha~ rriafor ramifi~tions in ~e battle. for the ·ne.xt S~c~ of St~t~~ Via Josh R~gln: I. . . . . . 

·. The· two most dlscuss~d candidates to· be Amenca·s. next top d1plomat now find themselves 9n oppostte s1des. of the · · · 

. . · · · Libya issue, w~th uJN. Amb~ssaaor Susan Ric~ in the . r~ie oidefending the admiryistration's na~rati.vejand ~en. John· I , . . . . . . . 
. . Kerry (0-MA) promising tO\JQh congressional oversight while giving th~ .State. Department room to ~ohd_uct its o~n 

. . '· .. · . 

·· .'. investigat.ion. · · ·· " · · -. r-, 
c ·. . • . : • • • ·. • . 

As the_ controver~y,over the admi~istra~o_n's handling of the i~~e gr~~s. Rice's comments on the Sept 11, as~ault 

on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi are coming under increasing attack: ... · ·' -· . . 
. . : . J ·. . . . I' . 

UPDATE (4:16 p.'m:): Via Reu~ers : . · · · · .. : · · · · 

The to~·· u.s. in~embence authority .issued an unus~al public statemeni on Friday, declaring it n_ow believed-the 

. '• SepJember 11 ~ttabk on u.s. ~ipl~matic ·facilities in Benghazi: Ubya, ~as~ "deliberate· and org~·ni~eb terrqrist 
. . . . . . "' ·. .... . 

attack:" · 

·. 
23 

1 .. , .. ;, 
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The statement, by the office of Director of National Intelligence James Clapper, acknowledged that it represented a 

change in the U.S. intelligence assessment of how and why the attack happened. During the attack on two U.S. 

government compounds in the eastern Libyan dty, four U.S. personnel, including Ambassador Christopher Stevens, 

were killed. 
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. US--US-Libya Attack/789 
Eds: Updates with Rep.l(i~g·calling for Rice resignation.· 
.US offic,ials expl~p ·Libya attack intelligence · · 
KIMBERLY DOZIER 

.> . . ' ·l 
. .! ... ; . . I . . . 
, . I 

.A_p. Intelligence. Writer ,, . 

W A~HINGTON: (AP) - l ( S. · int~lligen.ce officials sought to explain Friday ·~hy 'ihe Obama admin_istration's -~ - · 
Wlderstanding ofilie Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi is ."evolving." · " ·I ·.. . .. 

_ .. _.Facing~ b~g.~·optep~bli~ criticism about what the admini~tration _knew ~~when ~b9ut·~e iatta~~~ the 
.Office of the Dir~to~-ofNational.Intelligence issued a statement·Frid~y thatlatd.out how officials came to . . 
understand the ass~Ult that'lalled u.s. Ambassador Chris· Stevens and three other Americans.-At-tlie same time, ·. . . ·I . . . . . . . •. . . .. .. . I . . 

the_ U.S. ambassador to ~e United Nations issued a statement explaining h~r ~ly descriptions of1~th~ attack . . -' 
. .. •· . . . ,. . ' . . . ' : . . . . . " . ' . 

In the days immediately after the attac~ .the administration said it believed it ~as. a spohtaneous.rraction .t.o an · 
anti-Islamic video that 'ridicul_ed Islam's P~opbet Muhammad and ignited mob prot~sts on U.S., e~bassies .·.. . . · 

· arou!ld the Middle !East and in North Africa; Now, the administration ~ begun to call·it a terro·ri~t. attack . . • . 
. carried out by al-Q~da-linked militants and explain that it was a· plap.ned a~ck disti.rict from the mph. protests 

in. the region: · · · · · '· · · 

· : Republiea"ns:ha~e seized on the Ob~a admiilistrati~n's changing: narrative, saying th~-a~niini.~tion ~aS too 
slow to label ft a t~rrorist attack because, they. said, the White House did not want to admit its poliCies had failed · · 

.· : to defeat al~Qaida: and-qudlianti-:Arnerican sentiment in the Muslim· world . . · . 
. . . . . . · .. . : , . . . . 

. "TJrrqughouf"our mvestig~tion we continu~ to emphasize 'that iriformation:gatlu~r~ was pr~l~nary ~d 
:evolving,11 DN.I;spbkesm.an Shawn T~er's statement said. . · I • •• • - • • , . • • 

::It re~~i'ns unclj if~·Y group or person exerci~ed overall ~ommand ~.d con~ I: of the attack, and if !eXtremist 
grouJ.> · le~ders . d1re9t~d their·members to participate. However, we·do as~ess ~!it some o(t~ose iritolved ~ere··. 
!inked to ~roups affiliated with, or sympa~e~i~ to al-Qaida," he said:. . ... · . . · · · . .· ·: : ... 

. ~ . ·, ~ . 
42 

. . , 
.. HRC-9687 . 

•I 1 . 

. I 

! 
I 

,. 

J 



At the same time, a spokeswoman for U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice also sought to explain comments that Rice 
made early in the investigation saying there was no evidence the Benghazi attack was premeditated. 

"During her appearances on the Sunday talk shows Sept. 1.6, 2012, Ambassador Rice's comments were prefaced 
at every tum with a clear statement that an FBI investigation was under way that would provide the definitive 
accounting of the events that took place in Benghazi," said Erin Pelton, spokeswoman for the U.S. Mission to 
the United Nations. "At every tUm Ambassador Rice provided- and said she was providing - the best 
infonnation and the best assessment that the administration had at the time, based on what was provided to 
Ambass~dor Rice and other senior U.S. officials by the U.S. intelligence community." 

Further intelligence may be slow to arrive. The FBI team that arrived in Libya last week to investigate the 
. incident can't get to the scene of the attack because it is too dangerous, according to two law enforcement 
officials. The officials requested anonymity because they are not authorized to speak publicly about an ongoing 
investigation. 

Republicans have seen the Libya attack as an opportunity to attack President Barack Obama on one of his 
strengths, foreign policy. 

Rep. Peter King, the New York Republican who chairs the House Homeland Security Committee, said on CNN 
that Rice's explanation on the talk shows was ''such a failure of foreign policy message and leadership11 and 
11such a misstatement of facts" that "I believe. she should resign." 

GOP presidential nominee Mitt Romney accused the administration ~fbeing dishonest. 

"I think it's pretty clear that they haven't wanted to level with the American people. We expect candor from the 
president and transparency," Romney told Fox News this week. 

Recent intelligence reports indicated a force of more than 50 heavily anned extremists attacked the consulate. 
using gun trucks for added firepower, and establishing a perimeter to limit access to the compound and catch 
any Americans who might try to escape. A first wave of attacks set fire to the main building, forcing the 
Americans to flee to a fallback building a half mile away, where a second group of extremists attacked with 
mortar fire. Stevens died of apparent smoke inhalation when he was caught inside the main consulate building, 
becoming separated from the other fleeing diplomats. 

Intelligence officials have focused their attention on Arisar al-Shariah, a Libyan militant group led by a former 
detainee at the U.S. military-run prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Thursday that there has been a "thread of 
intelligence reporting" about groups in eastern Libya trying to coalesce but no specific threat to the consulate. 

Associated Press writers Matthew Lee and Pete Yost contributed to this report from Washington . . 

Follow Dozier on Twitter at http://twitter.com/KimberlyDozier 
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The information contained in this communication is intended for the use 
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this · 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at + 1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you. 
[IP_US_DISC] 

msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938 
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· From: 
Sent: 
To: 

.- . Subject: 

Sent from my !Phone 

·: Mike Afle~ I .; . · ::::r8,20128:13PM ·. 
1; s A~bassa~or Rice Against Attacks 

- I 

. ' . . . - .,. 
Begin forwarded message: 

. . . . From~~-....J~I-...----------------.:.... 
·oate: September 28; '2012 8:11:37 PM EDT 

:-

. I 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I 

. .ro~. : . . . . I. 
·SubJect: Kerrv Oef,n~s Ambassador Rl~e Ag<unst Attacks . .. ., . . ·. ., . ..... . . ... . . . . , I 

: ·. ' ' . 

· · Wnlteb· ~tate~ ~'enate <tommittee o.ti 
. . : ··. . . . :. : . . 

jf or~f gn. i\elattons. 
WASHINGTON~ DC 

., J• ·-

FOR ·I~D-IATE RELEASE.: September ~8, 2012 ., 
CONTACT:·: Jodi Seth, (202) 487~1431 · ... 

. I . 
I 

. ,. 
I• • • 

I 

·I 
i 

b6 1 

. b7C . 

.I 

' .-

:l · 

., 

·.· ·. KelrnefendsAmbassadorRice Against AttaCkS 

WashiogtOl, DC ~Se~or !ohn Keiry (D-Mass.), Chairmj of 1he Senate Foreign Re~!i~ns ·.· . ··· 
Coii)Inittee) issued· the. following statement in response to the-call made by Rep, J(jng·(R-NY) for . 
Susan· Rice~ .u.s~. Ambassador io the United Natiops, t~ ,:-esig~. _ · · ... : · ·. .._; · . '- . ·: .. 

. . .. ·. . ,. . . ·. I . . . '· . 

. ..... .. . . . . ·. "I'fti 'deeptyjoistU:r~eii-by eff~rts• to·find dle poiitics· inste~d of finding·the·facts·in:iliis·4ebafe . ..:.--:.:· ~ .... .:...~ . .- :. : . 
.. , ·Everyone wh<:> cares about 'the five fallen Americans in. Benghazi would do well to take a.4~ep . . · ·. 

breath about what happened and· allow Secretary Clinton's proactiv~ •. independe~t investigation_· . . · . ~. -: .· . 
t<q:~roceed. :rm part~cul~ly tr_oubled by calls for ~bassa4or:Riee's ·resignation. _She.i~ a:l . . ' · • . . 
remarkable I ubli~ servant for whom the Iibera~ion of the Libyan people has been a personal fssue . 
and a p~~Ii9 mission: She's an enonnously <?,apable person w , o . as represen e us a . e 'ru ~ 
Nations with strength and character. Our CO~ittee in the ·~enate has imanimously asked that · 
s<>me high!* detail~, highly specific questl<_>ns be. ans~~red ~part of the CUn:~nt ~pvestighlion. · 
. Congress will have plenty of.time to examine those answers, :and to discern what happ~ned _in· ... · · 
Benghazi 'ohce, the .investigation ~s fully underway 'and the facts become clear. Tqm Picketing.is 
a g~~d and bapabie _IIlan. He's r~spected .~Y ~otli part~es. Let ~i~ do his jo\). W~ rteed to :~~--the 

· pohttcs andj pull together- and brmg the k1llers o~ Chris Stevens and our fallen heroes to JUStice .. 
Everyone needs to.help the Libyans_wi~ th~ir·efforts to eliminate the militias operating orltside 

· the law. Mpre than 30,~00 Lib~ans too~ to the streets ·i~·_ protesfaga~nst those who· storm~~ our 
consulate. f'e need to stand ~tth·the Ltbyan goverillll:ent, ~mpoweru'.lg them to push the1rj . . 
country along on ·a p·ath toward a functioning_ demo~racy: Finally; it 'is impoi:tant to reme111ber· 1 , . . . . . . ' ,j. : ,;: c : ,,HR,Co9690 

.. ·-1· 

.. --· I 



that we are all Americans first, and we cannot and should not lose sight of this fact, particularly . 
in the face of this tragedy." · 

### 

* This mailbox is not attended. Please send any inquiries to jodi seth@kerry.senate.gov • 

Senator John Kerf)' 
I I 

http://kerrv.senate.gov 

Follow Senator Kerry on Twitter @JohnKerry 
Click here to sign up for Senator Kerry's newsletter 
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. , .. ' · . 

' 
.·. From::·· 

$ent: 
:·I . . I ..... .. : . ·:· . 

Eridav S•:m:r2~- 2012 8;22 PM _;· . I _1 . . . . . . 
· b6 Pe r DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I 

·~·. 

To: 
.Subject:· .. . . Re: Fwd: Terry efena~ Ambassador Rice. Against Attacks 

Fascinating.dynamic at play. here 
; .. 

: ; . 

.: 

To 
Subbj~ect~:~.K~e~r~~D~ef~e7ri~T.s~A~m~a~ss~a~o~r~~r.=~~~=-~J 

.. 1·: . . . . .. ' 

'• 

' I 
.. , I 

I ···l 
. · .~ ::. ·. j· . 

. . . I . . . 
. · :b6 Per DOS, FBI ·1 

.b7C Per FBI 

j ·· . 

·. r 
. ,. 
' ;.• . ' 

.v.' . ,. ·· ·. .·. r· 
. ·l 

b61 
. b7C . 

'· . 

: ·· . ·lfniteb ~tates ~en ate· .·tommttte:e·· on· . ,· . . 

jforeign ~el~tions : ·I 

WASHINGTON;·bC -. 
' ' .. ·,i .. , 

. .. 
' 

FOR IM;M;EDJATE RELEASE: Septean~er 28,2012 '. 
··cONTACT:··Jodi Seth, (202) 487-1431 . ! 

I . I . : . : . . . . .. 

KeJryDeferids A.mbassadorRice Agains! Athie~ . 
· Washington, D~- Senator John Kerry (D-Mass.), Chairman of the ~en~te Foreign ;Relations . : 
. Conunittee! issued the .following statement in respon~e to the. call ~ade by .. Rep. King .. (R.::~Y):for 

· · Susan Rice! u:s. Amb~sador to the United Nations, tQ .resig~. · · . · . · .. .-. >~ · ... . 

:·.. . ... 

I ·. 

"rni aeepl~ disturbed by efforis to find the ~li?cs in~~ of fin~ing tit• facts in thiSdeba,iL · ' .. 
Everyone ,who ~ar.es ·about the fiv~ fallen Amencans m Bei:lgh~r "Yo~ld do.we~=~o ~e a deep :.·. · . . .. · .j.. 

. ·.:.breath·.aborlt wh~t happened' and allow ~ecretary C~inton•s proactive, independent:investigktiof?. : . . .,, ·I · 
to· proceed: I'mparticul.ar.ly troubled by calls.fQr Ambassador Rice's resi&n'!.tion. She:is a·J.: ·. : ·. . ... ·· · 

· .. re~mir~able publlc':s~rv.ant .(or whom the Ijberation of the LibYan peoP.le has ·~~n a pers~n~l . issue 
· . and a'p~blif mi.ssi~~· Sh~~~:an ¢~ormously.capable ~erson _who has repre~e.nte? us ~t .the .lf~ited .f' · 

. Nations with strength .and .~haiacter; ·. Our Commit~ee in the Senate .has u,nanhnousJy asked th~t . . . ··. 
. . ..·. ,· ··: ·· . . . . . . ... . . , .. : ·· :. . . . ;·. HRC·9~gl·:·: .: . 
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•. : 

. . ·.1 

. • . sou;e highly d¢tailed, highly ~.Citic questions I>e 8nswe~ as part of the current inVestiJtion. 
·. Congress will' have plenty oftime to examine·those answers, and to discerri v/hat -happ~ned in 

Benghazi orce ~e inve~ti'gation is fully·underway and the· facts become clear. Toin: Picke~ing is' 
a good and;cap~ble man. He's respected by both parties. Let him do his job. Wen~ to dr~p the 

. politics an4 pull together. and brihg the 'kil,ers of Chris·Stevens and our fallen heroes to justi'ce.· 
Everyone ~eeds to help the Libyans with''lheir efforts to eliminate the mil~tias operat~ng o~tside 
the law.· ~or~ th~_30,00~ f:.ibyans took to the str~ets i~ protest against those who. stonned our: 
consul~te. iWe need to stand with the ~ib~im government, e~po~~ri~g~ them to push their! .. ·. · ·· 
. ~o~try along on.a path: toward. a funct1omng democracy. Fmally, 1t 1s 1mportant to· remember 

. · !hat we_arej~ll ~eric~.frrst, and we· cannot an~ shoul4 ·not lose sig9t pfthis fact, partictllarly 
m the face of this tragedy." · · . · . . 

. . ### J 

. ~ This mailbox is noi.atten(ied ·Please send any 'inquiries to jodi seth@kerrv.sena!~:gov "' 

Senator Jotin Kerry · 
I : I· .. 

http://kerrv.senate.oov . 
. I. . . . 
Follow.Senator Kerry on Twittf!r @JohnKerry 
Click here to s;g_n .up for Senator Kerry's newsletter 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

-Lj~M~o~nd~a~:~:s_e_p_te_m_6_e_r_2_4_,2_o_1_2_4_·o_1_P_M __________ ~I 
· KE. VV 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS. 

-----Original Message-----· 
From:l b6 Per DOS, FBI 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2912 ll:le PM b7C Per FBI 
To: I 
subJ~e~c~t~:~R~e~:~w~$~1~------------------------------------------~ 

I don't think it's necessary to speak ~ith time. There might be a time, but it's not 
tonight. 

----- Ori:inal Messa:e -----
From:l _ _ 
Sent:~snun~a~yr,~szewptr-e~mmwe~r~2~3-.-2~9~1r2r;i~er.:Y5741po.M~------------------~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To: I 
SubJ~e~c~t~:~RE~:~w~s~J--------------------------------------------------~ 

From: I 
Sent:~s~u~n~ar.a~y~.~s~eo~t~e~m~b~e~r~2~3~2~e~,~,~,~e~-~s~,-A~M~~ 
To:l 
subJ~'e-c~t-:~Re-:~w~s=J--.------------------------~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I am used to being targeted personally. Usually a sign that the attacked doesn•t have a 
better defense. 

But there has never been a cause I'm happier to be attacked over. 

This was wrong. 

Period. 

Ca_n't tell you how many people at State are disgusted and enraged. So I know I'm on the side 
of the angels on this one. 

Btw, Cnn's latest excuse is that you and we misunderstood. 
They told you what they were g~ing to do. As a courtesy. 

1 

They weren't asking permission. 

HRC·9694 



Eventually they'l~ find one that works. 

---~- ocjpjnal Messaee ----

From:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----------------~ Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 12:16 PM 
To:r!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----------~ 

Subject: Re: WSJ 

----- Orjpjnal Mpssaee ----

From~d----------------------------------~ 
i!~]" <•;"rd"'' sentemb•r 22 

2012 es·ee pM 

I . 
Subject: Re: WSJ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS 

b6 Per DOS, 
b7C Per FBI 

I appreciate that. Here is what CNN just issued. In short, it's "We just didn't feel like 
waiting any longer." Took .them all day to come up with this. And now they're starting to go 
after me. 

CNN Statement: 

CNN did not initially report on the existence of a journal out of respect for the family, but 
we felt there were issues raised in the journal which required full reporting, which we did. 
We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about the 
fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn't do more to prote~t Ambassador Stevens and 
other US personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the State Department now . 
attacking the messenger. 

As we said, we had multiple sources on Anderson Cooper's report Wednesday night. 

The reason we ultimately reported on the.existence of the journal was because leaks to media 
organizations incorrectly suggested CNN ~ad not quickly returned the journal, which we did. 

· We reached out to the family of Ambassador Stevens within hours of retrieving the journal and 
returned it through a third party, within less than 24 hours from the time we found it. ·out 
of respect to the family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal. 

### 

----- ocjejnal Mpssaee -----
b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

From: ~~ ~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~--------------~ 
Sent: Saturday. September 22. 2012 06:44 PM 
To:l 
Sub~j=ec~t~:~R~E~:'-W~S~J--------------------------------------------------__J b6 Per DOS 
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..... '. 
( . 

. From:l 
·Sen · .,.a· ~•: rn;~v 

To: 
Cc: 

L-------~--------~--~ Su~j ect: WSJ I 

I 
012 12:29 PM . ' 

i ·. 
b6 Per DOS, 
b7C Per FBI 

I 

FBI· 

I 

I 

I 
I. The Wall Streel·Journal ju~t posted this. ·.They've asked me for an on. the record statement,· 

and I gave :them one, pulling no ~unches·. Should be amended shor.tly. This will almost 
ce~~ainly, trigger others to. call ..... _ I ________________ ..... ! ~ich we can deal with as tey do •• b6 1· 

. b7C 

. I . 
.CNN Used Slain

1
envoy's Writings Against Family'.s Wishes· The Wall Street Journal!'ByAdam . 

. Ento,us And Keac::h Hagey Sat, Sep· ·22, 2012 . . . j" . . I . . . . . . . . . I . . . 
http: //online. wsj. to~/article/SB1000087239639e443890304578012473529.847226.html ?~od=WSJ _hpp_LE 
FTTopsto~ies: · · · ·. · ·, , .. 

'~N obtained a personal journal that belonge~.to the slain American ambas~ador tp·Libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based··on its contents against the wis'bes of the 

. Stevens familyJ according to· relatives and State Pepartment officials 'who were ~sked to 
inter.vene by the family.· · . · . . , . ·. · . . 1 ...• 

CNN ~bta~ned alpersonal journal that·belonged to the slain American.ambassador to libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast .reports based on its.contents against the wi~hes. of the 
Stevens family) according to relatives.and State Department officials who. were ~sked to 

. interve~e by ttle fami~y. . . :' . · · · . ,. · · 

CNN ·obtained tJe jourhal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens.and three other ~ericans were killed 
in an attack by militants on the· American consulate in the city on Sept. ·11. It'ioiasn~t clear 
exactly how CNN obtained .the ambassador's writings. 

' : ... 1· . . . . • 

The· episode ~aJ~s a side drama in the ~fterma~h of the cons.ulate siege and· highlights . . 
'questions newslorganizations can· encounter when they come across evidence also tieing so~ght 
by law enforcement or. other government officials. Personal material important ~6 s~rviving 
relatives repr~sents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. · I · . 
CNN· ~aid·~~ it~ ~ebsite that· it. ~otlfied the Stevens.' family ,;within hours" that it ~ad tn,e 
journal. But.t~e Stevens family the~ reach~d out to ~he St~t~ Depart~en~, which arranged a 
telephone conf~rence call between member~ of the Stevens :fam1ly. a11d CNN. In that call, .the· . 

·family personally appealed to'the news organization to return the journal and tb not publish· 
· or broadcast ariy. of its contents·,. according to a Stevens family member and Stat~ Department 
. ~~icial~. · I · .· . I •. ; • •• · • · , · • • 

·The family tol~ CNN during the call that it wanted to . review th~? journal before the news. . . 
media used it or allu~ed to it, saying. the ~mbassador • s personal ·writings. belonged· to the,m. ·. · 

.. Fam,il~ ~e~~~rs I ~aid th~y knew _Mr·.' s~~wens ~ept a diary ~ut ~idn. t know ·~hat wa~ I i~ t~e 
journal obtained by CNN. The news orga'nizat~on initially provided the family ~ith a 
transcriP.t it prepared from the journ~l. · . · : ! , . . · · · J 

I . . . . . ~ . . . I . 
State·Department official~ said they·~hen:made arrangements for CNN to.hand over the diary 
i tse.lf to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. ~ · · 
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.· · . 

. The Sta~e OeP,artment · enlis.ted 't;he .. aid .of the Itali.an envoy because U.S. diplqm~ts :evacuat~·d 
the _.City ,aft~r the · s~pt. 11 at~ack; Toe· State : Oep~rtment ha~ .. ar\anged· for the ~talian· . 

· dipJomat to s1afeguard·. the· diary until it could be handed over . to Americ~n ·offi<:ial s . in 
Tripoli. It . wlll then ·be brought to · the. u .. ~. ~ where the ·famny will be able to take · . I 

. l . 
.· :posse_ssion ofllt . .• :. : ' · · . .. · · · :.· . :· . . ·., :: ·: , · .. · . ~ 

··\·. . . . . . .. . . . . . . ~ . . . ... . 

fami~y, members and State Departiner:tt ··officials said . CNN ag'reed ·.during ·the Sept. 14_· . conference' I 
Call tO h.Old bff 00 'USing th~ ~iary_ Un~n · tfie family had . a Chance· tO r~VieW itS~ C_Ont~ntS • .. .. I . · .... . I · . . ·. .. . . ·. ... ·. ·· · . · · ·_. . .. . · I . : :· . ·. ·· .. ·. 
·But. family members a:nd u.s. offiCials were surprised· when <;NN anchor Anderso_n Cooper: .app_eared 

. to use· the informat-iq11 from the journ·al by attributf:ng ·it to a source faf!liliar l.tith Mr .. . · .· · · , .. 

. ~teve~s 's. thitkirig·~ . . . · · , · · •. : · . ·. · · . · . \' ·.· ... · · · . :.,.· 

In that .broacic:ast1 Mr •.. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security thr~ats, in · . . 
. . Benghazi and ~aid he believed he was on an al Qaeda hlt list. . I · .. . ' . . I . . . . . 

A spokesper~~n fbr · CNN.- sa~d the network didn't ~~p~rt directly .from the j9u~nal, but 
· .corro_borated i~e :n~ormatio~ through -~ther sources.· ·. ·. · . . ·. : I 
. Mr . . c·ooper ·ad(i'r.essed· the question of the journal and . the· CNN reports in his Fr.ii:lay. evening, 

· · I · · · · · 1 · · 
· br.~·adcast. H~ ~isclosed· the st(!ti9n ·had the journal _and that se>me of· the inf9rmation. he 

reported on ··welnesday originated from Mr. stevens • s·. per~onal writings . · 

. "Soine of that -~nfo~matio~. was _.f~und _in a person~l jou':'n~i ·of ~bassador Steven~ 
1
·i·n his · .· . . .··. 

ha~dwriting," Mr .• . cooper .told viewer·s: "We came upon. the jo~rnal through ·our- reporting ·and. . ·1 
not_ Hied . the'· f~mily. At . their· request, we · ret~rned that . journal t9 them. ·We, -~'ep6rted _what we . . .· · 
fou'~~ newsworthy in the ambassador's writings. .. .. . , . .. \ 

### ·. \ i 

CONFIOENTIAlllY NOTICE: This e-mail .message, in.cluding any atta.chments., is · for .the- ·sole. use 
of the·· int.erided ~ecipient ( s) and may contain confidenti~l and · privileged inform~tion ~·· 
pro:tected by l~w : Any unautt1orized revi~w .... use, discl.osure or distribution ~s _ ·p~ohibited. ·tf : 

. you are · not the 1ntended recipient~· . pl~ase' contact the sender by reply e_-ma1l and. destroy. all 
c;op~es of. the qriginal message. . · .. · · · .· : . . . · · · I . : 
CONFIDENTIA.LITY NQTICE: This·. e-mail-· message, including any attachme~ts, is for t"e sole use . 
of the intended r.ecipient(s) and may ·contain confidential and privileged ·inform~tion · 
pr.~tected by l~w. :Any ·:unauthorized- reyi_ew1 use, di'sc1osur:-e-or · distribution _is. p~ohibited . . If_ 
you are . not th~. intended recipi~nt, please contact th·e . sender by reply e-ma_n · and destroy all 
copies of the tiginal messalie·. · . · 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: RE:W J . 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

r-------~------------------------------------------------------------~------~b~6 Per DOS 

From:'-1 ':""""':--:--:---:--~----:~---~~---_Jj 
Senl;._.S~.~~~a~.~~t,llol.u.l.,;rd=::::~a.:.~vu·~se:=Jp""t=.::e~m~b~e.:..r....:2~2:u•L...;2012 12: 29 PM 
~= I 
Cc: '----------------------~ . Subject: WSJ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

The Wall Street Journal just posted this. They've asked me for an on the record statement, 
and I gave them one, pulling no punches. Should be amen~ed shortly. This will almost 
certainly trigger others to call,_L ________________ __.I which we can deal with as they do. 

CNN Used Slain Envoy's Writings Against Family's Wishes The Wall Street Journal By Adam 
Entous And Keach Hagey Sat, Sep 22; 2012 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB1eeee872396390443890304578012473529847226.html?mod=WSJ hpp LE 
FTTopStories · · 

CNN obtained a.personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens family, according to relatives and State Department officials who were asked to 
intervene by the family. 

CNN obtained a personal journ~l that belonged to the slain American ambassador to Libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its contents against the.wishes of the 
Stevens family, according to relatives and State Department officials who were asked to 
intervene by the family. · · 

b6 
b7C 

CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed 
in an attack by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. ~1. It wasn't clear 
exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador's writings. 

The episode marks a side drama in the aftermath ofthe consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can encounter.when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other governmen~.officials. Personal material important to surviving 
relatives represents an even-more delicate and u.nusual dilemma. 

CNN said on its website that it notified the Stevens fam~ly "within hours" that: it ha(f the 
journal. But the Stevens family then reached out to the State Department, which arranged a 
t~lephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In tha~ call 1 the 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State Department 
officials. · 

42 HRC-9698 



.·, 

I 
, . . . , . I : ' .. l 

The· family .told. CNN during ~he c;all·that it want~d to review the journal before the news .· 
' media. used it dr alluded- to it., .'s~ylng; the ambassad~r';s personal writ~ngs ' belong~d to them; .·· '• 

.Family memb~rs ·Is aid th~.Y .. knew Mr·. -~teVens kept a diary . bLt di~·n 't know what 'was ln -~he. . .. . . · 
·.:journal · obtain~d by CNN. 'rhe n~ws· .<;>rga.n;zation inftiallyl.:provided the .family wit~ a 
transcript it prepared from· _.tf'!e . journaf. : ·. I · · . 

. -~tat'e '· DepartmeJt off~ci'als ' sai4:.:~hey t.hen in~de arrangeme'nts 'for · c~N to ,hand over. t~~ - diary · 
itself to an I-talian 'diplomat iii · Benghazi. ·· .. :· .. . 
. . . .·J . . . ·... . . . ; . . . . . ;< 

-_ · ~he S~ate DepaJ,ntment enlisted the aid -of ·the Italian envoy. becau~e u.s.· diplomat~ ~vacuat~d 
the oty after the Sept . 11 attack.: The State ·Department had a·rranged for. the Itah.an . . : 

. diplomat to sa 
1
eguard the diary until it could be handed over to American officials in ' · 

Trip9li. It .wql -~hen be brought to the u.s.; whe.re· the, :f~mily will _l;)e able to· take 

po·s~ession. of. i~; ·. : · . . .1 . . 1.· .. ·. : . . .. :. 
Fam1ly members·land State 9epartment officials said CNN agreed during the. Sep~. 1~ con:fere~~e· 

, : call. to hol~ off on. us~ng the· diary ·until the. family had · a chance. to rev1ew 1ts co.ntents·.- . 

I. 
I :. 

I 
.:.1 

' i 
I 
I 
I 
L 
I 

I 
I 

I . .· . . . I . . . . . . . . ~- " . . 

. ~u~ _family ,mem~ers and u .. s. _offic.ials were surprised wh~n CNN anchor Anderson :Co9per .a.ppeare~ · 
to use the information from the. journal by attributing it to a sou~ce familiar with Mr. 

·I . 
., . 
I 

Stevens's thinkl
1lng_. · · · . . 1 . ·1 ' 

.. ., 
· ):n .that . br~adc~_st, . Mr. Cooper safd . the .ambassador was wtirried about secur.i ty th.reats in· .· 
. Benghazi and said he believed he was on anal Qaeda hit •list. 

. A ~po'kes~e~sori lfor ~N said the network didn't report - ~~rectly f. rom th~ .. journal,! b.ut 
corroborated the information through other sources. I 

·M~·~: co~p~r- addres.se·~ _.t-~e _q.ue~tion of th~:: journal 'and th¢ CNN reports in his Friday .. evening 
broadca~t. He · ~~sclosed the station had the .journal and :that so~e ~f the inform~don he 
reported · ·on Wednesday originated . from M·r. stevens's person,al writings·. · I 

.-

·:·some.:·_of: that ·· ~~fo~mat~on,. wa_s :.~ound_ .ni a · p~rson~l journ~l .. _~f Amb.~ssa(.lor ste.vens lin his . . . 
· han~w~i.ting, !: · ~-~: Coqper. 1:o~d· v'iewers . . "We came . upon th~ ._j~ur.nal through o~r. reP,orting and . · _,. 
notlfl.ed the ·f~mllY• ·At· theJ.r re~uest, we r~turned that : Journal to .them. We reported what we 

. found "newsworthy in the :ambassador's writings." .. i . 
· .. ' ### :.. . ~ . I ; > '. • •, • .• • • • • • • I 
CONFID~NJ.IAtiiv NOTICE :.'.This e -mail mess~ge·, including ~ny attachments; is for the sole use 
of, the··.lntend.e~ redpient.(sl_ ~f.l~ .may ·contain . c:onf,ic;fenti~l . and privileged information 
pr.ote<;:ted by· lrw ... ~Y. · u~au~horized review, us_e, di'sclo·s~~e or distribution is PfOh~b~ ted . If 
you : are ·not t~r intend.ed recip~ent, _ ple~ s.e· contact ·the_. sender by reply e -mail and destroy all 
copies of.the original :inessage. 

.. i .. . .. ,. 

• .. :' ' ,. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject:· 

Saturda:. September 22, 2012 8:01 PM 

Re:WS 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I appreciate that. Here is what CNN just issued. In short, it's "we· just didn't feel like 
waiting any longer." Took them all day to come.up with this. And now they're starting to go 
after me. 

CNN Statement: 

CNN did not initially report on the existence of a journal out of respect for the fami~y, but 
we felt there were issues raised in the journal which required full reporting, which we did. 
We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about the 
·fears a~d warnings of a t~rror threat before the eenghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department didn~t do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and 
ot.her us personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why is the .State Department now 
attacking the messenger. 

As we said, we·had multiple sources on Anderson Cooper's report Wednesday night. 

The reason we ~ltimately reported on the existence of the journal was because leaks to media 
organizations incor'r.ectly suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which we did. 
We reached out to the family of Ambassador Stevens within hour.s of retrieving the journal and· 
returned it through a third p~rty, within less than 24 hours from the time we found it. Out 
of respect to the family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal~ 

### 

----- Original Message -----
From: I p b6 Per DOS, FBI 
Sent:~s~a~t~u~r~aa~y~.~s~e~pt~e~m~6~e~r~22~.~2~0~1~2-0~6~:~44~~PM~--------------~ 
To: I 
SubJ~.e~c~t-:~RE~:~W~S~J--------------------------------------------------~ 

b6 Per DOS 
.-----------------------------------------------------------------~ 

From b6 
---rs=en~t~:~S~a~t~ur~dT.a~y~.~Se~p~t~e~m~b~e~r-2~2~.~2~e~l~2~1~2~:~2~9~PM~L----------------------------------------~--b7c 

To:l I 
Cc:t.:::::::::::::~~------~ 
Subject: WSj ! 

I 

The Wall Street Journal just posted this. They·ve asked ·me for an on the recor~ statement, 
and I gave them one, pulling no punches. Should be amended shortly. This willl almost 
certainly trigger others to call~l -----------------JI which we can deal with as~ they do. 
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CNN Used Slain·Envoy's Wr itings Against Family's Wishes The Wall Street Journal·By Adam 
Entous And Keach Hagey Sat, Sep 22, 2012 

http ://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443890304578012473529847226.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_LE 
FTTopStories 

CNN obtained a persQnal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to Libya, · 
Christopher S~evens, and broadcast reports based. on its contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens family, according to relatives and State Department officials who were asked to 
intervene by the family . 

CNN obtained a personal journal ·that belonged to the slain American ambassador to Libya, 
Christopher Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens family~ according to relatives and State Department officials who were asked to 
intervene by the family . 

CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed 
in an attack by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't clear 
exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador's writings. 

The episode marks a -side drama in the aftermath ·of the consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can encounter when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other government officials. Personal material important to surviving 
relatives represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. 

CNN said on its website tnat it notified the Stevens family "within hours" ·that it had the 
journal. But the Stevens family then reached· out to the State Department~ which arranged a 
telephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the . 
family personally appealed ·to the news organization to return the journal and to not publish · 
or broadcast any of its contents, according to a Stevens -family member and State Department 
officials. · 

The· family told CNN during ~he call that it wanted to review the journal before the. news 
media used it or alluded to it, saying the ambassador's personal writings belonged to them. 

Family members .said they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was in. the 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with a 
transcript it prepared from · the journal. 

State .Oepartment officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
itself to an Italian diplomat . in Benghazi. 

· The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because u.s. diplomats evacuated 
the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had .arr-anged for the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be .handed over to American officials in 
TritJoli. It will thert be b~~ ....... s ., \~l=lere the f-amil.y-will be able to take 
possession of it. 

Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference 
call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its contents. 

But family members and u.s . . officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper appeared 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 
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A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report. directly from the journal. but 
corroborated the informat~on through other sources. 

Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. He disclosed the station had the.journal and that some of the information he 
reported ~n Wednesday origi~ated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in.his 
handwriting1 " Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request. we returned that journal to them •. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings." 

### 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This c-m~il message, including any attachments, is for the sole use 
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain'confidential and privileged information· 
protected by law. Any unauthorized. review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If. 
you are not.the intended r~cipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the ~riginal message. 
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· - From: 
Sent: 

I 
.. r;,S~u=n:ida::::y":"""t=s::e~p::te:-::m:;:b::e~r",;"2-,;-3.""2~0r.;-1""'2""21'7'1'0:"1'!:54"T'Ppft'M..---.-. ~-__ .....J 
I To: 

.·. $ubject: RE:WSJ 

From~~~~~-~~~-~~~~~~~~.....J 
Sent.: Sunday, september 23, 2012 10:·s1 AM 
to: I : 
Subject: Re: WSJ 

,. 
! . 

.. i 
• ij 

J I 
j' 

. ' 

: b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

. . . . I -.. 
. I a~ used to being targeted personally.· Usually a sign .that the aittac~ed doesn't have~-
. better defense J . . . . . . r 

. 1 . . . . . 

But th~re ha~ never been a c.ause I'm happier to be atta~ked over. 

.I -.. I 
: ., 
· .. J 

. I 

J 
-I 

b6 1 
b7C 

·t 

.· 

·r 

-I This was wrongJ . . . ' 1 . 

Period •. 

.. 

. ' 
i 

. I 

i 
i 

Can'~tell.you how many people .at State are. disgusted and enraged. So I know I'm· on the si~e · .. i 
of the angels onthis one. 

Btw, Cnn~s -~atJst excuse.is that you arid we misunderst~~d~ They weren't askingpe~m~ssion. · 
· · · They. told you Jhat they were going to do. As a courte~y. 

. .. : 

. . . . . 1· . . .. ' 
Eventually they'll find one that works. 

. :·.. ~lr s nodOu ~eo&ombao l i ?Ail,;! l a •] ~ Btl 

I : 
Sub_je~_t:, ~e:~ w~~. 

- .. --:..· Ol"'illi;.o:~l :M,:oc:c:;:uu:~~ -----

Froml I 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS 

J· 
. 'l 

·i 
.i 

. .. '[ 

. b6 
b7C Sent:. Saturday~ September 22:, 2012 08:00 PM 

. . " . . \.. . . 99_ 
HRC-9703. I 

1 

I 



Subject: Re: WSJ 
b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I appreciate that. Here is what CNN just issued. In short, it's "We just didn't feel like 
waiting any longer." Took them _all day·to com~ up with this. And now they're starting to go 
after me. 

CNN Statement: 

CNN did not initially report on the exis~ence of a journal out of-respect for·the family, but 
we felt ther~ w~re issues raised i.n the journal which required full reporting, which we did. 
We think the public had a right to know what CNN had learned from multiple sources about the_ 
fea·rs · and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi attack which are now raising 
questions about why the State Department ·didn't do more to protect Ambassador Stevens and . 
other_US personnel. Perhaps the real.question here is why is the State Department now 
attacking the messenger. 

As we said, ·we.had multiple sources on Anderson Cooper's report Wednesday night. 

The reason we ultimately rep9rted on the existence of the journal was because leaks to media 
organizations incorrectly s~ggested CNN had not quickly returned the journal, which we did. 
We reached out to the family of Ambassador Stevens within hours of retrieving the journal and 
returned it through a third party, within less than 24 hours from the time we found it. Out 
of respect to the family·, we have not quoted from or sh~wn the journal. · 

. ### 

~---~ Original Message 
From: I 
~~~f·~S~a~t~y=r~d=av~·-.~s~~~~~t~e=m~be~r~2~2~.~2~B71~2~B~6~:~44~~P~M------------------.J 

· b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Subject: RE: WSJ 
r-------------------------------------------~------------------------------~b=6~Per DOS 

From~ I 
Sent :1--;'s=at::-:u=r:-::d:-:a':"":'y-. -::s=-e-p7t-em-=b-=-·e-r~22=-,--=2:-::B~l=-2~1:-::2=-:-=2~9~-P~M~ 

-~~~ 1 r 
Subj~e-ct~:~W~Sl~----------~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

The wall Street Journal just posted this. They've asked me for an·on the ·re~ord .statement;·
and I gave them one, pulling no P-unches. Should be amended shortly. This will almost 
certainly trigger others to call._l ________________ _.! which we can deal with_ as they do. b 6 

CNN Used Slain Envoy's Writings Against Family's Wishes· The Wall Street Journal By Adam 
Entous And Keach Hagey·.sat, Sep 22, 2912 

100 HRC-9704 
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· call to hold of.f on using the :diary · until ' the family had a chance to review it·s ··contents . . 

· · · ··-But-_ -family-me~bers · ~nd ·U-.-S-. -~offi-c ia1S.:.wer-e~ su r-p·r-~ sed.· ~hen CNN a n_chor _Art~_¢.r:~on .. ~.9QP.~.C .. ~P.Qear,:~fi-.. 
to us~ . the in~orm~tion · from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thinking. . ·: 1 

• 

·r~. that broadJ.~st.t Mr. Cooper said t.he · a~bassador was worried about secur,ity threats in 
Be.nghazi and said he bel.ieved he was on an : al Qaeda .hit list. 

A spokesp~rso~ for(NN said t~e net~or~ di~n't repor~ : ~irect,ly from. the journal, but 
corroborated the infor·mation through other sources. 

101 HRC-9705 
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Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

. . 

"Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwrit~ng," Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and • 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's-writings." 

### 
CONFIDENTIALiTY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use 
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information 
protected by law. Any· unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is. prohibited. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original m~ssage. · 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use 
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information 
protected by law. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original message •. 

102 
HRC-9706 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I J Mondav Seotem r24 2012 2:10AM 

Re:WSJ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

I don't think it's necessary to speak with time. There might be a time; but it's not 
tonight~ 

~-~~~ Original Message 
From: I ~~~~~--~~~~~~--------------~ Senp:-Sunday. September 23. 2012 10:54 PM 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

To: L .SUbJ7·e~c=t~:~R~E~:~W~S~l------~--------------------------------------~ 

I 
From:~l ~~--~~~--~~~~~~~~~ 
Seni· Sunday. Sentember 23. 2012 10:51 AM 
To:_ 

. Sub)~.e~c~t~:~R~e-:-W~S~J~------------------------~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI_ 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Fer I!'BJ: 

I am. used to being targeted personally. Usually a sign that the attacked doesn't have a 
better defense. 

But there has-never been a cause I'm happier to be attacked over. 

This was wrong. 

Period. 

Can't tell you how many people at State are disgusted ~nd enraged. So I know I'm on the side 
of the angels on this one. 

Btw~ Cnn's latest excuse is.that you and we misunderstood. They weren't asking permission. 
They told you what they were going to do. As a courtesy. 

Eventually they'll find one that works. 

----- orjgjnal Message -----
.From: I 
Sent:~S~u~nJd~ay-,~S~e-p7t-em~b~e-r~2~3-,~2~0~1~2~1~2-:1~6~P~M~----------------__J 
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I 

To :I 
Subject: Re: WSl 

----- Original Message 
From:~~~~~--~~~--~--~~~~~~----~ 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

· I appreciate that. Here is what CNN just i~sued. In short, it's "We just didn't feel like 
waiting any longer." Took them all day to come up with this. And now they're starting to go 
after me. 

CNN Sta_tement: · 

CNN did not initially rep~rt on the existence of a journal out of respect fpr the family,·but· 
we felt th~re ~ere issues raised in the journal_ which required full reporting, which we did. 
We think the p~blic had a right to know what ~NN· had learned from multiple sources about the 
fears and warnings of a terror threat before the Benghazi at~ack which are now rai~ing 

·questions about why the State Department didn't do more to protect-Ambassador Stevens and 
other-US personnel. Perhaps the real question here is why.is the State Department now 
attacking the messenger. 

As we said, we had multiple sources on Anderson Cooper's report Wednesday night. 

The_ reason we ultimately reported on the existence of the journal was because leaks to media . 
~rganizations incorrectly suggested CNN had not quickly. returned the journal, which we did. 
We reached out to the fa~ily of Ambassador Stevens within hours of retrieving the journal and 
returned it through a third party, within less than 24 hours from the time we found it. Out 
of respect to the family, we have not quoted from or shown the journal. 

### 

----- orioioal Mpssaqe 

.From:~l ~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~--------------_J 
~~r· Saturday seotemher 22. 2012.06:44 PM 

Subject: RE: WSJ 

From :.~1 ':"""":'-~----:::----:----::--~~~.,.....,...,......,,..,.............JI 
-Sent: Saturday. September 22. 2012 12:29 PM 

~~~ ~~----~--------------_JI Subject: WSJ 
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b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 
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The Wall Street Journal just posted thi~> ·· They've asked me for an on the record statement, 
. ~md· ·x gave them (;>ne; pulling no ~unches~ ::·Should be amended shortly~ This·, will almost 

certainJY trigger others ·to callj . ~ ·~.hi.ch we. can deal with as ·th~y do. b6 
b7C 

CNN Used Slain Fnvoy's Writings Against· Family's Wishe~ The Wall Street Journal By Adam 
Entous And Keach Hagey sat,·· Sep· 22, 20i2 

http : i1 on 1 ine . J s j ·.~om/ a~t icl~/ s~~~E:l008J2 39~390443890304~780124 7 ~·52984 7226 . html?-mod =WS J _hpp~LE -. 
. FTTopStories · · · · 

CNN obtained a ,personal journaLthat belor~ged to the. siain Am~rican · ambas.sador to Libya, 
Christopher ·.st~vens, and broadca.st .reports 'based on its q)ntents against the wishes of the 
~tevens family,) according to r~latives· · ~nd Stat~ ~epartment ()fficials who were· asked to 
1nte.r.vene by ttie fam~ly. . · .· 

CNN. ~bt~ine~ ·~·~personal journal that ·belonged to the slain Americ~n ambassador to Libya, 
Chris.topher : Stevens, and broadcast reports: b~sed on its contents ·agai.nst ~he wishes of the 
Stevens fami.ly ,I according tc) relatives and State. Depa~tment officialS who were asked:· to 
inter.vene by the family. · · · ·. · .· · · · · . ·.· . l . . . . . 
CNN .obtained· the journal in .Benghazii wher~ ·Mr·:o Stevens and three. other Americans wert;! killed 
in an. attack·t?y militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept: 11 .. It wasn't clear · 

· exactly bow CNN .;>btained the. amt?assador's .writings. .. · · 

·The episod~ . ma~ks a side· · dr~ma ~ti the ~ftermath .of ~he consula:te siege and ·.··higtiligh.ts 
questions· ne~s j organiza.ti~ns can .encounter when ttiey ·come ·acr.oss evidence a~ so being sought. 
by la~ enforce~nt or other gov~rnment officials; P~':"son~l. ~aterial import.ant to surviving 
relat~ves represents an even-more delicate and unusual d1lemma. 

CNN . said on it~ .w~bs'ite that it noti~ied the.= Stevens family . "wi~hin hours" that it had the 
journal. But· ·t~~ Stevens family then ,reached out to the · State·: Department, which arrange(.! a 
telephone conf~rence· call between membe·rs of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, . the . 
family persor-ally appealed to the· news· organization to return· .the j9urnal and .to not publish· 
or broadcast· ahy of. its conte~ts, according to ·a Stevens family member ~nd · state .. Oepartmen~ 

. ' J . . . . . 

officials. . ., . · . .. .-· ' . : . · 

The family tolij CNN during .the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
med1a used it br alluded ·to it;· saying the ambassador.' s· .personal writings ··. belonged to them. l . . . . . 
Family members! said they knew ·Mr. Ste~ens kept a diar; but didn't ~now .what was in· the 
journal ~btained .by CNN. The news organization initially provided ·the family with a 
transcript it 1preparedfrom the journal. · , · . ·· · . · I .. · . . . . . . . 
State Department officials sai(.l. they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over. the diary . . ~ . ' 

1tself to an I·talian diplomat in Benghazi. 

The. ~tate DepJrtme~t: enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because. l!.S. diplomats evacua'ted 
. I . . . 

t~e ·city afte~ the Sept. 11. at1;ack.· .The State Department had arranged. for the. I~alia~ · .. 
dJ.plomat :to safe_g~ard the d~ary until it could be handed ov~r ,to Amer~can off1c1als 1n 
Tripoli. It w~ll then be brought to the u.s., where the family wi~l be able to take 
possession of it. · 
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.Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference 
call to hold off on using the diary un~il the family had a chance to review its contents. 

But family members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper appeared .. 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's· thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on · an al Qaeda hit list. 

A spokesperson for CNN said 'the network didn't report directly·· from the journal, but 
corroborated the information through other so~rces. 

Mr. Cooper addressed the question of the journal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast . He dis~losed the station had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some of that information was .found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwriting," Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings." 

### 
CONFIDENTIALITY- NOTICE: This e-mail message, .including any attachments, is for the sole use 
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information 
protected by law. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is. prohibited. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original message . 

. CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use 
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information 
protected by law. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If . 
you are not the intended reci-pient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
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•• • -t 

From:. · . 
-Sent:· 

· To: · 
$ubject: 

. . 
· Follow Up Flag: 

Flag Status: · 

I . J ! 

·· ,. . . I $un: September23,.2U1212:16 PM 

· ··, Re:. J · 
• • j . ~ 

. . 
· .' : ·Fqllow up: 

·.Completed · 
; . ; 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

.. 
. ' . 

._: . . !· 

--7·:.:- Oridnal MessaP~ -----
. From :I f ·. 

.. :· .. , .. 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

.'Sent: L-:-Sa-t:-u-r~d:-a~yT.'~ t·~s~e-p~t-e~mb:-e-r~ .. ~.2~2-,-: 2.,...9.,...1"""'2___,.0_8_: 9-9--P_M ___ ....J 

. .,.~Iuoo~; '-! -r-----r----:-~--~--------~-':"""":""-----~-------__jl ·. I I .. t · ·· : · 

subjec~: Re: .wr . . . . . . . ; .. 
I appre~iate ·that.: :Here is what CNN just iss.ued •. In. s~ort, it'·s .. We just didn't. feel. like 

. waiting any longer.,; . Took them all day .to come up with :this. · And now they' re starting to go 
after·me. · · · i • 

'I 

.:CNN S~atement: 
\· 

CNN did ·not. ini tia~ly report .on th.~ ·existence of a journal· out of respect for the ·.f~mily, but .· 
. ·we felt there .!Jere issues :rai:sed ~in the ;j9urnal which required full reporti'ng:, which !Ne did. 
We t~irik the p·y~lic had a right. to know what CNN had learned from m~ltl.ple sources about the 
fears aJ:ld warn+ngs.of a terr:of:threat.before the Benghaz~ at1;ack·which' are'now raising . 
questions about why· the. state Department dictn't do more,to pr.otect Ambassador Steven~ and 
other ~s pe~so?nel ~ Per,hap.s th'e real question here is why is the s·tate Dep~rtmimt, now 
attack~ng the messenger~: · . . I . .. ...... . . 

' 
As .k said-: we~h~~ ~ultiple sour~es on Anderson CoOper'S ~port. wednesday night. · .·' . 

The reason we_t,.~ltlmately reported on. the existence of the Journal was b~c~use .leaks to med~a 
organizations.incorrectly.suggested CNN had not quickly returned the journa~~ wt.ich we diet~· 
~e reache~ · out;jto· the fa~ily of Ambas·sad~r stevens wit;hin hours of retr~evi"!g the jo~rnal and_ 
return~d 1t; through a third party, within less th~o. 24 hours from the ~1~e we found ~t~ Out. 
o'f respect tci the family, . we ha~e not . quoted from or shown the journa~. . . ' · . . . . . . .. ·· . 

... 

.. 
r 

e -----

. 13 

. .. · 

b6 Per DOS, FBI · 
b7C Per FBI 
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. ·. ". Froml I 
. Sen · c;;at-llrtt.:~v · :n ::>012 12: 29 PM 
~= 1 ... 

· Cc:~------~--~--------~ 
Subj'ett: WSJ 

. b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Tf1e Wall Stre~t ·)o~rnal just posted this • .They • ve asked . me for an · on the ~ecord s.~atement, 
·and I ,g~ve the+ ·one,· .Pulling no- ~nches~ · Should ' be· amended shortly. Thi s will almost 
cer-tainly trigger. others to callL..L------~--------_.1 wh~ch we :can :dea·~ with as they do. 

. . ~. 

·cNN Used . ~lafn Envoy • s Writings Against Family • s Wishes : The Wall Street Journal By Adam. . 
Entous ·And · Keac::h Hagey Sat, Sep 22, 2012 · · . · · . . . : · · 

b 6 
b7C 

. l . . . . ' .. · . 
http: I /o~l.ine .~j .. conr/articletSB1eooes723963904438~.e·~~5780124135.298472;6·. htmi?.i~=WSJ_hpp_LE . 
FTT~pSt~~ies_. · . , _. , . . . . . ... .. 

CNN ?btained .. a jperson~l journal that. belonged to. the slain ~e.rican :ambassador ~o Libya,. 
Christopher .stevens, and· broadcast reports based on its .. contents against the wishes of the · 

·~tev~ns family~ ·according to. r.~latives an~ Sta:te · Depart~nt officials who wer~ :}t~k~d ·to "" 
~ntervene by tli~ fami,.ly·. 

I 
•' 

CNN ob~ai~ed a ~ersonal journal that belonged to the slain Am~rican a~bassador to L~~ya, · 
Christopher · St~veris, · . an~ broadcast r.e·p.orts based on its :conten~s against. th~ wi~h.es of the 
.stevens fan~Hyj accor.ding to r'el~tives arid·· State Depa·rtii,IE!nt officials . who ·were as~e.d to . · 
intervene ~y the family. · . · · ,· · ·. · 

CNN obt~dned . tle journal in B~nghazi,. ~h~r.~ ·Mr.; Stevens' and three . other Amer.i<7ans . were kille·d 
'in ·an attack b{militan:ts on the. Am~rican . c~ns!Jlate ·in. the city-.on se·pt. 11: I:t wasn't clear 
~xactly h'ow CN~ obtained. the a!nbassac:jor.'.s writings. · , 

T~e ~pi~~de maJks . a side dr~ma : ·~n ·the ~fter~ath of th~ . ~~onsulate siege an~ highlight~ · . 
question~ newslorganizations c~n encounter .when . ~hey come across.~vi~ence also being · ~o~ght 
by law enforcem~nt or other . government officials. Personal mate~1al . ~mporta.nt to ·survl. v1.ng 

, . . , . I . . , .. .. . . .. . 
r.e.Iat1ves. represents a·n even-more delicate and unusual dileama . · · · 

:. CNN .sai:~r ~~ it~ w~b.site · t~~t<it : notii)e~ · th~ Ste;e~s· .. ,f~~ily "wit~·ln hours" ·that it had.t~e · 
journal . . But the . Stevens family . . then r.eached out to. the . State Department~ which arranged a 
tele.plione conf4re.nce· ~all between members of the ,st.evens family and CNN. In tha.t cap, · the 
~!Jmily perso.r:'atly appealed to .:the new~ or;ganization tO ~eturn the . j,OU~nal.' and ~0 rlOt . J)Ublis~ 
or broad~ast any :Of its contents; · according to a Stevens family member and ·State D~partment 

·:officials. · . ~ . . . . · · · .. ·.~ : .'.. .... . · · . . · 

··. · 

· '. 

. Th~ .family .t~ld CNN duriog .the call 'that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
·media used .it 6r allud~d to it·, saying the· ambassador ' ~ personal writings b~longe~ t.o then~. ·. ·, .. · 

·. ~ amf ly membe~s !·said they· knew Mr. Steve~s k~pt. ~ ~~ary b!Jt di~n • t ·know .. wh~t wa~ :in. '··~he . . . · 
JOUrnal · ob~al.ned by CNN. The news organnat1on l.n.ltially prov1ded the fam1ly w1th a .. . 
. trans~ri.pt it:· prepared from the journal. · .. 

State De~~rtme~t o~ficials sa~d they ·then m"ade arrangements for CNN to h'and o.ver. the ·.diary 
~ itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. · · ( 

·.· .. 
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The State Department enlisted the aid :of the Italian envoy because U.S. diplomats evacuated 
the city .after the Sept. 11 attack. The state Department had arrang~d for the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be handed over to American officials in 
Tripoli. It will then be brought to the u.s., where the family will be able to take 
possession of it. 

Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference 
call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its contents. 

But family members and u.s . officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper appeared 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr.. 
Stevens's . thinking. 

In that· broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Be.nghaz i and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 

A spokesperson.for CNN said the network didn't .report directly fr()m the journal~ but 
corroborated the information through other sources. 

Mr. Cooper add~essed the question · of the journal and· the CNN reports i .n his Friday evening 
broadcast. He d~sclosed the station ·had the journal and that some of the information he 
reported on Wednesday originated from Mr. Stevens's personal writings. · 

"Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his . 
handwriting," Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ·ambassador's writings." · 

### 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e~mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use 
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain co~fidential and privileged information 
protected by law. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution .is prohibite~ . If 
you are not the intended recipi~nt, please contact the sen·der by reply e-mail and de.stroy all 
copies of the original message. 
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From: 
Sent:· 
To:
·Subject: 

Follow-Up -Flag: 
Flag Status: · 

Re: J · . 

Foll~w up 
· Cornpteted 

·. ~ . 

... 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

'.' 

.. ~~ ·. . . . 

(-~m _used--to being targeted persot:~ally •. Usually a sign that ~he attacked do~-sn•t have a.· 
better· defenseJ · · · .. · · . . . · , · . . · · =· • 

-I -. 

But there has never been a-cause I'm happier to be att~cked over.· 

.. This -was wrongJ · . · 
-l 

·~ . 
·Period. 

.. 
' 

.. ·.·· 
:Can'~ tell you fhow many people at· State ar.e diSgusted ~~~ e'nrage~. ·So I know I'm on the ·si~e 
· of the angels on this one. · :· . - I - . - _. 

Btw_, cnn's lat,s_t excuse is that you and we misunderstood.· They weren't asking_ p·~r.mission: · .· 
"T:hey told_ yo~ _jh~t_ they_·were_ goin~-t~ do •. As a courtesy. 

Eventually they'll find one that works·.: 

Re: WSJ 
I . 

. ' ~ . 
Oridnal Messa2e ..:____ ··· 

. From: I l . '· < · 
. ' 

. . , 
'J .. 

·· ... 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
· b7C Per FBI : 

b6 Per DOS, FBI . · 
b7C Per FBI 

... ~. . :..; 

lr~~~~"~·~~=--s_a1;_ur~a_a_v_;r-'.-e-p-te-_m_b~e~-~--2-2_. __ 20_~~-2 __ 0_8~:~0-0--PM-------------~r-~------~------------~------_JI· 

.. . 

· .. • 
Su;ect: Re:_ ~SJ . · .:.:. 

I appreci-~t~--t~at. Her~ is wh~t-CNN just 'is_~ued. In-sh~rt, it~s·"we_just d;d~;t feel like·: 
waiting any longer." Took thenj all day to. come·up··wit~. t~~$· ·,And now they're star"ting.to go ·,.. 
after' me.· I · · · · · · · · · · · · 

.. 
I 

· tNN ~tate~~:~ent': 
.j ... •: 
.··• 

CNN did not initially report on the existence of a journal out of respect for the family,.· but 
we felt there ~e-re issues· -raised 'in ·the journal ~hich required ~ull reporting~ 'which we,.did.· 
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.. :.. ... '; 

~~ thin:k the public had a· right 'to know what CNN .. had ~e~rned from mui.tipie source·~ about· the 
. t. •, • . . • 

.. fears· a~d· warn~ngs ·of a terror· threat· t;J~fo're the Berighaz.i ·attack which· are now ·r,aising 
questions about·why the·state Oepartment·;didn't·do'mo~e to protect.Ambassadpr Stevens and 

. ot~er US. persopnel. Perhaps the reaLque$tion ~ere· is why is the;·state Department· now 
· ·attacking the ·111essenger. · · · · · . . . . 

) 

As-·we· said, we had multiple sources on Ander-son Cooper! s~ report We~nesday .night. 
'· 
• I 

Jhe reason we. ~ltimateiy .reported on t.he 'existence of··t't~e jour.n~l was becau~e leaks to media· 
organizations· incorrectly. suggested CNN ·~ad not quick~y, returne~ the jour.nal, which· we· did·. 
We·reached outjto·the·family_ of A,nbassad'or S:teven~ within hours of. retrieving the journal and 
returned ~t through a thfrd party, within less.-than 24 hours from the time we found it. Out 

. ·of ·respect :to the family',·· we tlave not quoted fro!ll or shown the journaL . . .. · . . .) . 

### 

: ... 

2912 96:44 p 

.b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

b6 Per DOS, FBI· 
b7C Per FBI 

.. ··The Wali si~eef. J.ournal just pos~ed this. They've as.ked me f~r an on':the 'record .stat~ment/ 
and I. gav~ ~~eV'. one, pull~I'Jg no punches. · Should be. amended shortly. . This w~ll alm.ost . 
certa~nly t~1gger ~t.her~: to cal~ 1 which w~ can dea~ ~ith as· they do~ 

. ; .... · 

.. 
. ~ ~ 

·' 
' 

: . •. 

.. ..,. . 

b6 
b7C 

<;:NN Used s~a'in Emioy'.~ .writings ~Ag~i~st Family's Wishe~· The Wall Street· Jo~rnal By Adam 
Entous And Keac~ Hagey · SC~t, Sep 22, 2B12 . · . . · · ·: · • . · . 

h~~p: // on~ine. ~sj. ~~~/ ar:ticle/SB10900872396,390443S9039~~78~~~~735:29~472;6" h~ml,?mod~WSJ ~hp~_LE 
FTTopStorl:~.~·: .I .. A • •• • • • :: • • t 

CNN. obta~.r'!e~ .al ~erso~~·l journal that belong~d to the. ~lain .~~r:'i~an. ~mbassa~or .t~ Li~ya, .. 
t;hr:-1stopher St~vens, and broadcast reports based on 1ts.contents ag~1nst -t:he w1sh~s .of the 
Stevens family~ accordi'ng·to relatives and State Department officials who were asked to 
interv~ne by .the family. · _.. · , · · .. ~. · · .' . 

· .'_ C~N · Qbtai~~d al·personal 'journal that b~l~nged t'o th~ .slain Ame~ican' ·ambassador to libya, . ·. · 
. cllri,"st~p~er· st~·vens·;.· arl'f broadcast- report's ·based .. on· its· content's ·against the··wiShes ·of t~e ... 

Stev_ens· .family~ acc~rd'ing· to relatives· arad· State Oepa-:-tment officials who were asked ·to' 
intervene:.by the fami~y~ · ·· · ·· 
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CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed 
in an attack by militants on the American consulate in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't clear 
exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador's. writings. 

The episode marks . a side drama in the aftermath of the consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can ·encounter when they come across evidence also being sought 
by law enforcement or other government officials . Personal material important to surviving 
relatives represents an even-more delicate and unusual dilemma. . · 

CNN said on its website that it notified the Steve~s ·family "within hours". that it had the 
.journal. But the Stevens family then reached out to the State Department, which arranged a 
telephone conference call between members of the Stevens family and CNN. In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news organization to return the journal and to not publish 
or broadcast ·any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State Departmen~ 
officials. 

·The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
me.dia used it or alluded to it, saying .the ambassador's personal writings belonged to them. 

Fa.mily ntembers· sa.id· they knew Mr. Stevens kept a dia ry ·but didn't know what was in the 
journal obtained .by CNN. The ne.ws organization initially provided the family with a 
transcript it prepared from the journal. 

State Department officials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary 
.. itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Itaiian envoy because u.s. diplo.mats evacuated 
the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Department had arra~ged for the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be handed over to American ·officials in 
Tripoli. It will then be brought to the U.S . , where the family will be able to take 
poss~ssion of it. 

Family members and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference· 
call to hold off on using the diary until the family ·had a chance to review its contents. 

But family members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN anchor Anderson Cooper appeared 
· to use the information from the ·journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. 

Stevens's thinking . 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on an al Qaeda hit list. 

A spokesperson for CNN said the network didn't report directly from the j our.nal, but 
corroborated the ·information through other sources. 

Mr . Cooper ad~ressed the question of the. journal and the CNN reports in his Friday evening 
. br.oadcast. He disclosed ·the station had the · journal and that some · of the information he 

reported on we.dnesday originated from Mr. Stevens· s personal writings. 

"Some of that information was found in a personal journal of Ambassador Stevens in his 
handwri.ting," Mr. Cooper told viewers. "We came upon the journal through our reporting and 
notified the ~amiiy. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newsworthy in the ambassador's writings." . 

### 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:· This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the so~e use 
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information 
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protected by law. Any unauthorized review; use. disclosure or distri~ution is prohibited. If 
you are .not .the intended recipient, please · contaCt the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

I I b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

· The Wall Street Journal just posted this. They've asked me for an on the record statement, 
and I gave them orie, pulling no ·runches. Should be amended shortly. · This will almost 
certainly trigge~ others to call~-----------------~~ which we can deal with as they do. 

CNN Used Slain . Envoy's Writings Against Family's Wishes 
The Wall Street Journal 

By Adam Entous And Keach Hagey 
Sat, Sep 22, 2812 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB1eeee872396390443898384578012473529847226.html?mod=WSJ hpp LE 
FTTopStories 

CNN obtained a personal journal . that belonged to the slain ~rican ambassador to libya·, ·. 
Christopher Stevens,· and broadcast reports based on its contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens family, according to relatives and Sta_te Department officials who were. asked · to 
intervene by the family. · 

CNN obtained ·a personal journal that belonged to the slain American ambassador to libya, 
Christopher. Stevens, and broadcast reports based on its .contents against the wishes of the 
Stevens family, according to . relatives and State Department officials who were asked. to 
intervene by the . family. 

CNN obtained the journal in Benghazi, where Mr. Stevens and three other Americans were killed 
in an attack by militants on the American consul~te in the city on Sept. 11. It wasn't clear 

·exactly how CNN obtained the ambassador's ·writings. 

The episode marks a side drama in the aftermath of the consulate siege and highlights 
questions news organizations can encounter. when they come ·across evide.nce also being sought 
by law enforcement or other government officials. Personal material important to surviving 
relatives represents an even-more delicate and unusual .dilemma. 

CNN said Or) its ' website that it notified the Stevens family "within flours" that it had the 
journal. But ~he Stevens family then reached out to the State Department, which arranged a · 
telephone conference call between me~bers of the Stevens family and CNN . In that call, the 
family personally appealed to the news organization -to return the journal and to not publish 
or broad~ast _ any of its contents, according to a Stevens family member and State Depart~ent · 
·officials .. 

The family told CNN during the call that it wanted to review the journal before the news 
media used it or alluded to it 1 saying the ambassador's personal writings belonged to them. 

Family members said they knew Mr. Stevens kept a diary but didn't know what was.in the 
journal obtained by CNN. The news organization initially provided the family with .a 
transcript it prepared from the journal. 

HRC-9718 
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State Department qfficials said they then made arrangements for CNN to hand over the diary · 
itself to an Italian diplomat in Benghazi. 

The State Department enlisted the aid of the Italian envoy because u.s . diplomats evacuated 
the city after the Sept. 11 attack. The State Depart~nt had arranged for the Italian 
diplomat to safeguard the diary until it could be handed over to America~ officials in 
Tripoli . . It will then be brought to the U.S., where the famiiy will be able to take 
possession of it. 

Family members · and State Department officials said CNN agreed during the Sept. 14 conference 
call to hold off on using the diary until the family had a chance to review its contents. 

But family members and u.s. officials were surprised when CNN· anchor Anderson Cooper appeared 
to use the information from the journal by attributing it to a source familiar with Mr. 
Stevens's thinking. 

In that broadcast, Mr. Cooper said the ambassador was worried about security threats in 
Benghazi and said he believed he was on anal Qaeda hit. list. 

A spokesperson for. CNN said the network didn't report directly from the ·journal, but 
corroborated the information through other sources. 

Mr. Cooper ·addressed the question of the journal and the· CNN reports in his Friday evening 
broadcast. He disclosed the station had the journal and that some of the information he 
repor.ted on Wednesday originated from _Mr. Stevens's personal writings. 

"Some of that information was found in. a personal j~urnal of Ambassador Steve~s in his 
handwriting," Mr. Cooper told v.i,ewers. "We came upon· the journal through our reporting and 
notified the .. family. At their request, we returned that journal to them. We reported what we 
found newswprthy ·in the ambassador's writings." 

### 
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From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Michael Aile~ l b6 Per DOS 
Saturday. September 29, 2012 11 :2o M 
POLITICO Playbook. presented by GE -- 4 days to debate, 38 days to Nov. 6, 94 days to cliff 
- INTEL STATEMENT ON LIBYA 9/11 TRIES TO TAKE HEAT OFF WHITE HOUSE •• Now 
called organized terrorist attack; al-Qaida !ink - Gwen Ifill, Sandra Sobieraj b'days 

382-WORD LIBYA CLEAN-UP STATEMENT BY ADMINISTRATION USES "TERRORIST'• 5 
TIMES -"Statement by the Director of Public Affairs for the Director of National Intelligence, Shawn 
Turner, on the intelligence related to the terrorist attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi": "In the 
immediate aftermath, there was information that led us to assess that the attack began spontaneously following 
protests ... at our embassy in Cairo. We provided that initial assessment. to Executive Branch officials and · 
members of Congress, who used that information to discuss the attack publicly ... As we learned more, ... we 
revised our initial assessment to reflect new ipformation indicating that it was a deliberate and organized 
terrorist attack carried out by extremists .... [W]e do assess that some of those involved were linked to groups 
affiliated with, or sympathetic to al-Qa'ida .. ~· We continue to support the ongoing FBI investigation and the 
State Department review. •• http:l/l.usa.govffREGNO 

PIC DU JOUR- White House Flickr feed: "President Barack Obama talks on the phone with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, in the Oval Office, Sept. 28, 2012. (Official White House Photo by Pete 
Souza)." Conversation lasted about 20 mins. http://bit.ly/TRJeTp 

--White House readout: "[T]he President reaffirmed his and our country's unshakeable commitment to Israel's 
security. The two leaders underscored that they are in full agreement on the shared goal of preventing Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon. The Prime Minister welcomed President Obama's commitment before the United 
Nations General Assembly to do what we must to achieve that goal. The two leaders took note of the close 
cooperation and coordination between the Governments of the United States and Israel regarding the thieat 
posed by Iran - its nuclear program, proliferation, and support for terrorism. n 

--Romney campaign readout of call with Netanyahu yesterday, from the governor's car, while he was in 
the Philly area: "Gov. Romney and Prime Minister Netanyahu ... agreed that the largest security threat to 
Israel and the entire world is a nuclear-capable Iran .... Additionally, this call was.a good opportunity for 
Governor Romney to catch up with his friend, Prime Minister Netanyahu -- as you may recall, they had an 
official meeting when the Governor was in Israel this summer. Governor Romney also had the honor, while 
there, of breaking fast with the Prime Minister arid his family at the conclusion ofTisha B'Av." 

--Please send links (not images, for copyright reasons) for TRAIL PIC DU JOUR to a new address: 
toplaybook@gmail.com. We're hungry for behind-the-scenes Twitter and Instagram pies from bubble -
embeds, correspondents, staff. Feel free to pitch your own; won't hat tip unless you OK. Also love audience 
pies from campaign events, a perspective we see too seldom. 

BREAKING, on NVTimes.com- "ArthurO. Sulzberger, Publisher Who Changed The Times, Dies at 
86," by Clyde Haberman (7,600 words): "Arthur Ochs ['Punch'] Sulzberger, who guided The New York 
Times and its parent company through a long, sometimes turbulent period of expansion and change on a scale 
not seen since the newspaper's founding in 1851, died on Saturday at his home in Southampton, N.Y. He was 
86. His death [came} after a long illness ... Sulzberger's tenure, as publisher of the newspaper and aS chairman 
and chief executive of The New York Times Company, reached across 34 years, .. . from the era of hot lead and 
Linotype machines to the birth of the digitaJ world .... Sulzberger's insistence on [an independent voice for 
The Times] was shown in his decision in 1971 to publish a.secret government history of the Vietnam War 
known as the Pentagon Papers. It was a defining moment for him and, in the view of many journalists and 
historians, his finest. .. . 
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"Su~berger reshaped The Times. In the mid-1970s, another financially difficult period.in which he might 
have chosen to retrench, he expanded the paper to four sections from two, creating separate sections for 
metropolitan and business news and introducing new ones oriented toward consumers. They were a gamble, 
begun in the hope of attracting new readers, especially women, and advertisers. Some critics dismissed the 
feature sections as unworthy of a serious newspaper. But the sections- SportsMonday, Science Times, Living, 
Home and Weekend- were an instant success [and] widely imitated. Over the next two decades, a billion
dollar investment in new printing facilities made still more innovations possible, among them a national edition, 
special regional editions and the daily use of color photos and graphics ... . 

"He generally kept his hands off the editorial page ... There were, to be sure, departures from this self· 
imposed restraint. A notable one carne in 1976, when Mr. Sulzberger insisted that The Times endorse Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan over BellaS. Abzug in the New York Democratic primary election for United States senator . 
. . . Once in a while he wrote brief letters to the editor using the name A. Sock, a wordplay on Punch. Mr. Sock 
was always as pleased as punch with puns .... When he left as Times chairman in 1997, he remained convinced 
that newspapers- at least good newspapers - had a bright future. . .. 'You're not buying news when you buy 
The New York Times,' Mr. Sulzberger said. 'You're buying judgment.'" http://nyti.msffRL YAf 

--If you have a personal "Punch" Sulzberger memory, please send it to mallen@politico.com, and we'll 
share a few tomorrow. 

SUNDAY BEST: N.J. Gov. Chris Christie is doing "Meet," "Week" and "Face," at request of Romney 
campaign. Paul Ryan·does "Fox News Sunday." David Plouffe on "Meet and "Week'' ... David Axelrod on 
CNN "State of the Union, ... Bob Woodward on "Face, roundtable. 

THE MOMENT- MITT'S "LITTLE SECRET"- Darren Samuelsohn in Wayne, Pa: .. Mitt Romney 
declared Pennsylvania a battleground during a mid-morning rally ... 'I've got a little secret here and that is that 
the Obama campaign thinks that Pennsylvania is in their pocket. They don't need to worry about it,' Romney 
said during a visit to a military academy in the Philadelphia suburbs. 'And you're right and they're wrong. 
We' re going to win Pennsylvania and we're going to take the White House." That produced a headline atop 
this morning's Philly Inquirer, "Romney rallies battleground: 'We're going to take Pennsylvania ... ' 

-Ron Brownstein punctured the balloon when he joined Wolf Blitzer in "The Situation Room": "Obama 
seems safely ahead in all of the polling. Permsylvania 1s actually the kind of state that Mitt Romney's promise a 
year ago was that he was going to be able to put into play, the same way John McCain's promise was 
supp_osedly that. The reason why Pennsylvania bas become so solidly Democratic -· they have won in each of 
the past five elections-- is largely because the suburbs outside Philadelphia-- white-collar, affluent voters, 
probably a little right of center economically, left of center social issues -· have moved decisively towards the 

·Democrats .... Romney was seen as a candidate who could appeal to those voters. But he's not really making 
many inroads there. As a result, Pennsylvania seems out of reach in any realistic scenario." 

. . 

PREPPING FOR DEBATE PREP- N.Y. Times Al, "Before Debate, Tough Crowds at the Practice," by 
Peter Baker and Ashley Parke~: "Obama~s team records his practices to sharpen his responses so that they 
COMect on a mor~ visceral level with the television audience. One of Mr. Romney's aides calculated his words
per·minute rate in the primary campaign debates to break him of the habit of feeling that he needs to rattle off 
the most statistics. Mr. Romney's team has concluded that debates are about creating moments and has 
equipped him with a series of zingers that he has memorized and has been practicing on aides since August. His 
strategy includes luring the president into appearing smug or evasive about his responsibility for the ·economy . 
... [Obama] Aides ... try to be 'as annoying as a White House correspondent,' as one put it. 'You want to push 
the button and see how he will react' ... 

"David Plouffe, the president's senior adviser, watched debates back to Gerald R. Ford's against Jimmy Carter 
with the sound down to understand how a challenger's stature increases by sharing a stage with the president. 
... When [Obama advisers] watched Mr. Romney's recent interview with '60 Minutes,' they noticed that his 
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answers were succinct and well rehearsed, a sign of the hours he had invested. The president's advisers said 
they were less interested in one-liners and were focused instead on making Mr. Obama more accessible. 'He 
had a hard time getting every point across within the time limit,' Mr. Plouffe said of past debates .... To prepare 
Mr. Romney, [Sen. Rob] P.ortman has played Mr. Obama combatively, attacking Mr. Romney as a rich man 
who does not care about average Americans." http://nyti.msNYyXII 

** Introducing Ideas Lab: Ideas Lab, a new website from GE, brings together experts to address some of the 
most pressing issues. From manufacturing to technology, this site will offer a pJatfonn for fresh approaches to 
critical policy challenges. At Ideas Lab, we want to hear from you. Visit ideaslaboratorv.com •• 

THE PRESIDENT'S WEEK AHEAD: ''On Saturday, the President has no public events scheduled. On · 
Sunday, the President will travel to Las Vegas ... · In the evening, the President will ·deliver remarks at a 
campaign event at Desert Pines High School in Las Vegas ... The President will remain overnight in 
Henderson, Nevada .... On Monday and Tuesday, the President will remain in Henderson [for debate cainp] .. . 
On Wednesday, the President will travel from Henderson, Nevada to Denver, Colorado where he will 
participate in the first Presidential Debate at the University of Denver. The First Lady will also attend. The 
President and the First Lady will remain overnight in Denver. 

"On Thursday morning, the President will deliver remarks at a campaign event in Denver ... In the afternoon, 
the President will travel from Denver to Columbus, Ohio where be will deliver remarks at a campaign event . 
The President will return to Washington, DC in the evening. On Friday morning, the President will deliver 
remarks at a campaign event in Vienna, Virginia. In the afternoon, the President will travel to Cleveland," Ohio 
where he will deliver remarks at a campaign event before returning to Washington." 

THE V.P.'S WEEK AHEAD: "At 11:40 AM on Saturday, the Vice President will deliver remarks at a. 
campaign event at the Wa-Ke Hatchee Park Recreation Center in Ft. Myers ... On Sunday, the Vice President 
will be in Wilmington, Delaware. There are no public eventS scheduled ... . On Monday, the Vice President will 
join Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter to deliver remarks at the Mine Resistant Ambush Protected 
(MRAP) Program Transition Ceremony at the ·Pentagon .... On Tuesday, the Vice President will travel to 
Charlotte ... and Asheville ... to attend campaign events .... On Thursday, the Vice President will travel to 
Iowa." 

HOUSE RACES- THE AKIN EFFECT- Release from.Dan Maffei campaign with Syracuse dateline: 
''New Advertisement Calls Attention to Congresswoman Buerkle's Record on Redefining Rape ... Democratic 
Congressional candidate Dan Maffei's [NY·24] campaign released its most recent advertisement today backed 

· by a significant broadcast and cable television buy. The advertisement informs voters that Congresswoman 
Ann Marie Buerkle co-sponsored a bill wi~ Congressman Todd Akin that would redefine the term rape to mean 
only 'forcible rape."' See the ad, "Draw a Line" http://bit.ly/St2nUz 

· WHAT ADRENALINE CAN DO- "Conn. teacher kills masked teen, learns it was son," by AP's John 
Christoffersen in· New Fairfield, Conn.: "[A] popular fifth-grade teacher shot an~ killed a knife-wielding 
prowler in a black ski mask, only to [be told a few hours later that] it was his l5-year-old son [adopted a few 
years ago). No immediate charges were brought against the father, Jeffrey Giuliano, [whose] son, Tyler, ... was 
gunned down in his aunt's driveway next door ... State police said ... Jeffrey Giuliano got a call from his sister . 
next door saying that someone might be trying to break into her home in their neighborhood of attractive 
coJonial·style houses. Giuliano grabbed a handgun and went outside to investigate ... He confronted someone in 
a ski mask and opened fire when the person came at him with something shiny in his hand ... When police 
officers arrived, Tyler was lying dead in the driveway with a knife in his hand, and his father, in T-shirt and 
shorts, was sitting on the grass .... 

"Tyler was a student at New Fairfield High School and a Civil Air Patrol ~adet. Some of those who knew 
him said he enjoyed spending time with his family and flying gliders and small planes .... Brett Rasile, a 14-
year-old friend, said he and Tyler were playing an online game called Minecraft while talking and laughing 
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together-via Skype until about 10 p.m. Wednesday, when Tyler said .he had to go to bed.'[Happened 1 a.m. 
Thursday.] ... [The dad) grew up· iii the town, hol4s su'nuner music and zoology.camps for his students and 
plays guitar in a lobal rock band that raises money for charity. He is. known as 'Mr. G' around Meet~ngHouse 
Hill School." · 

'.· 

MEDIA WATCH 1 WasbPost Ombudsman Patrick B. Pexton in Sunday's pape.r, "News. or opinion?": 
"[T]he e-mail I receive from people who identify themselves as Republicans .and conservatives, and even . .from . 

· some independents1 and Democrats, ... say The Post is too ea5y on Obama .... One aspect- of The Post that 
I . . 

particularly irks eopservatives is.the columnists who appear in print and online in news positions(~ opposed to 
tPose on the editorial and op-ed pages and the online Opinions section). With the exceptio~ of Dan Balz and 

· ·chris Ci.llizza,. whq .. cover politics in a nonpartiSan way, the news columnists almost to a person 'write from left 
of center. Ezra Klein of Won.kblog comes out of the Democratic' left,. fills in for Rachel Maddow and Ed Schultz 
on MSNBC ~d sobetimes appears in the printed Post on the front page. 

"Steven Pearlstei~, who covers b~siness ~d ~so appears occasio~~ly on the front page; Walter Pincus on 
national security; llisa Miller of the On Faith blog; Melinda Henneberger of She the People; Valerie Strauss, the 
educatiori ·b~ogger;Jplus the three main local columnists- Robert McCartney, Petula Dvorak and Courtland 
Milloy- all generally write from a progre~sive perspective, readers say. (So does Dana Milbank, who works 
for the Opinions s~ction but writes a column that appears on Page A2 twice a week.) ... . · · I . 
"Marcus Brauchli, The Post's executive editor, said conservative readers may perceive that recent coverage of 
Rolnney is too tou~ because they've missed a lot ofthe covel,'age ofObama in the past four years .. .. 'We . 
cover politics in a# even~handed way, and Dan Balz, Chris Cillizza, Karen Turnulty, Glenn Kessler and our 
other reporters do~ terrific job of delivering the news without slant. Between the colwnnis~ on the edito~al 
page and the corrurtentators on the news pages, I believe·The Post offers readers a balanced pe~pective. ' .. . The 
Post should first bJ about' ~ews without slant. If The Post wants to wrap its news in commentary, fine, but 

. . . I 

shouJdn' t some·ofrose voices then be conservative?~' http://wapo.~~SVzocx . . . · 

WEL.COME TO THE WO~D: Tiffany Waddell, the RNC's national PAC director~ and her husband, Alex, 
· welcomed daughte'r.Savannah Joy Waddell on. Tuesday: "Savannah blessed our family at 11 :09 am., w~ighing 

8lbs. 7 oz. and 21 !in. We appreciate all of yo~ kind thoughts.and prayers and look forward to introducing you 
. to the newest addifon to the Republican Party." . · . . · 

. BIRTHDAYS: D<CCC political director Kelly Ward, spending her day in race reviews (hat tip: Jesse Ferguson) 
. .. CNN's Lucy Spiegel, celebrating with $teaks and sizzle on· the Eastern Sh<?re (h/t Michelle Jaconi) ... Gwen 
Ifill .... David Natl}er (hat tips: Joanne Kenen, LaRonda Peterson) .. ~ Destination DC's Katie Wilmeth ... · HuflPo 
.bl':)gger Elizabeth ifannen ... Pittsburgh Tribune-Review's Salena Zito ... PEOPLE's Sandra Sobieraj Westfall ... 
Chronicle of HighbrEd's Karin E. Fischer (hat tips: ·Patrick Gavin) .· ·· Joanna Acocella, Senior V.P. of Federal 
Affairs for the Ap61Jo Group ... Burger 'king Corp.'s Keri Anil. Mesler (hat.tip: Anna Palmer) .• ~ Lee Lilley, a 

I . . , . 

vice presid~nt of ~ederal Public Affairs with McGuireW9ods ~onsulting, fo~erly the legislative director to · 
Rep: G~K. Butterfi~ld (hit David Gura} .. ·.former Italian Prime Minister Silvi.o Berlusconi 'is 76 .. . Sen. Bill 
Nelson (D-Fla~) is ,70 . .. ~ch Walesa is 69 .;. B~ant Gumbel i~.6~ (h/tsAP) . · · · : . · . · . 

BIRTHWEEK (Was yesterday):. Dave Davis, senior adviser to Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison · . I . 
THE s~ows, from @MattMac~owiak: . . . . . 

--NBC's "Meet aJe Press": Go~. Chris Christie.(R-NJ); White ~ouse senior adviser David Pl~uffe; roUndtable 
with Faith and Fre~om Coalition founder Ralph Reed, former Gov: Ed Rendell (D-PA), BBC's Katty Kay. and 
NBC News' Chuck Todd · ·' 

I . . . 

"-ABC's "The W~ek": Gov. Chris Chi'istie (R-NJ); Whlte House senior ~dviser. Dav~d Plouffe; roundtable with 
former RNC Chaitman and former Gov. Haley Barbour (R-MS), former DNC Chair and former Gov. Howard 
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. . . . . . 

Dean (D-VT), Dempcratic strat~gist Donna Brazile, political strategist Matthew Dowd and-Politico's Maggie 
Haberman . I . . · : · · . ·. . . 
--CBS's "_Fac~ th~Natio.n": Gov. Chris Christie (R-NJ); fonner Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich (R-GA); 
roundtable with Rep. MaJ:sha Blackburn (R-1N), the University of Virginia's Larry Sabato and The Daily 
Beast's Bob Shrum'; roundtable with Gingrich, StudentsFirst founder and CEO Michelle Rhee~ author Hedrick 
Smith ("Who Stolelthe American Dream?"), author and The Washington Post's Bob Woodward ("The Price of. 
Politics") ~d ~oo~y's Analytics chief economist Mark Zandi 

. . . I . 
--"Fox News Sun~ay": Republican vice presidential nominee Rep. Paul Ryan (R.-WI); roundtable ~ith The 

. Weekly Standard's!Bill Kristol, The Christian Science Monitor's Liz Marlantes, nationally syndicated radio 
host Laura lngrilhafu and Fox News' Juan Wi1liams 
. . I 

--Cf'tlN's "State ofithe Union" (SUN 9-10 a.m., repeating at noon): Sen. John McCain (R-AZ); Obama 
campaign senior sttategi~t David Axelrod; Sen. Roy Blunt-(R-MO) and DGA Chairman Gov. Martin O' Malley 
(D-MD); roundtablb with CNN's Dana Bash, Republican consultant Alex Castellanos and Democratic strategist· 
CeJi:nda Lake J . · : . 

·-.;CNN's "Fare_ed Zakaria GPS Live": (SUN lOam ET /lpm E1): Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad; 
Bain C~pital mai)aging partner and co-owner of the Boston Celtics·Stepheri.Pagliuca · ·. 

--NBC's "The Ch~s Matthe~s Show": Roundtable with New Y ~rk M~gazirie'·s John Heilemann, Huffington 
Post's Howard Finjman, NBC News' Keily O'Donnell and Bloomberg's Trish Regan . · 

--Univisioo's "AI funto" (SUN'toarn E"D: Guatemalan president O~o Perez ~olina; Colombian president 
Juan M~uel Santos; Romney campaign surrogate Adolfo .Franco and Obama campaign surrogate Freddy :· 
Balsera; Univision iinves~igatiye Unit's Geriudo Reyes and Maria Antonieta Collins; U.S. Olympic Medalist 
Leo Manzano : I · . · ·. : . · . . . 
--Bloomberg's "Political Capital" with AI Hunt (SUN 8am ET / 1 pm En: Sen. Richard Lugar (R-IN) 

--~loomberg's "Ckpitol Gains" (WU.SA9 S~ 11 :30~ ET I Bloomberg TV SUN 12pm ET I Sp~ ~T): . . 
Fonner CIA Director and ChertoffGroup principal General Mic~a~l Hayden (Ret.); Bloomberg Gov_errunent's 

· Cady North and NJJa Richardson; profile of former FAA Administrator and Aerospace lhdustries Association 
. . . I . 

president and CEOj Marion Blakey 

~-ABC'~'s "Inside !Washington": (SAT 7pm ET on NewsChannel 8/ SUN 9am ET on ABC7 WJLA): 
Roundtable _with SY,ndicated columnist Mark Shi~lds, NPR's Nina Totenberg, co-auth.or and Evan Thomas 
("Ike's Bluff: President -Eisenhower's Secret Battle to Save the World") and syndicated columnist Charles 

~~~- 1 . . . . 
--MSNBC's "Up titb Chris Hayes" (SUN ~-lOam E"D: Alliance for Justice president Nan Aron; ~awyers' 
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law president and executive director Barbara AmWine;·author and Yale Law 

. . I . . . 

School's Akhil A.rrl-ar ("America's Constitution: A Biography"); autflorand The New Yorker's Jeffrey Toobin 
(''The Oath: The Olbam~ White House·and-the Supreme C~urt") .. ~ . · . 

--MSNBC's-"Melissa Harris-Perry'~ (SUN 10~-12pm ET): Democratic strategist Jamal. Simmons; former · 
South Carolina Republican Party chairman.Katon Dawson; NBC ~atino contributor Victoria DeFrancesco Soto; 
WashingtonPost columnist Jonathan Capehart; Digital Royalty founder and CEO ~y Jo Martin; Fair Girls· 
executive director Fd co-foWlder; survivor" of human tracking Asia Graves · . . : 

.--TV O~e's "Washington Watch with Roland Martin~': (SUN 9am ET): Former Secretary of State Gen. 
Colin PowelJ (Ret.~; OWN host of"Iyanla, Fix My Life, lyanla Vanzant; Sojourners CEO Jim Wallis; Center . 
for American Progress senior fellow Sam Fulwood and NAACP senior. director of economics Dedrick 

. . 
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Muhammad; roundtable with Miami Herald columnist Leonard Pitts, Jr., former DNC communications director 
and MSNBC contributor Karen FiiUley, TheGrio.com contributor Sophia Nelson and Geprgetown University's 
Chris Meltzer 

--PBS's "To the Contrary": Roundtable with Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), Public Notice executive 
director Gretchen Hamel, progressive commentator Patricia Sosa and conservative commentator Darlene 
Kennedy 

--SiriusXM's "Polioptics" with Josh King (SUN 12pm ET /6 pm ET): James Bennet, editor·in·chief of The 
Atlantic, on who pays for campaigns and 14The New Price of American Politics," his cover story for the October 
issue. And Ambassador Capricia Marshall, U.S. Chief of Protocol, on helping world leaders navigate the streets 
of New York during the U.N. General Assembly and the State Department's new program, the Diplomatic 
Culinary Partnership. Special guest, Peter Betz, member of State's American Chef Corps and executive sous
chefofthe Waldorf Astoria Hotel. On SiriusXM's P.O.T.U.S. Ch. 124, also available for download on iTunes 
and at http://www.oolioptics.com · 

**Introducing Iieas Lab: Ideas Lab, a new website from GE, brings together experts, thought leaders and 
innovators to address some of the most pressing issues of the day. From manufacturing to teclmology to jobs, 
this site will offer a platfonn for fresh approaches to critical policy challenges that impact our Competitiveness. 
At Ideas Lab, we want to hear from you. Visit ideaslaboratoty.com u 
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From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Michael Ailed I b6 Per nos 
Sunday, September 30,2012 8:29AM . 
POLITICO Playbook, presented by GE - 3 days to debate, 37 days to Nov. 6, 93 days to cliff 
-- WP: Security at site where ambassador died 'lax' despite string of attacks.-- POTUS flying 
to Vegas for debate camp- Todd S. Purdum tribute to A.O. Sulzberger 

. . 
TOP STORY- WashPost., 1-col.lead, "Security at Libya outpost faulted: THREAT TO U.S. 
UNDERESTIMATED·· Slain envoy held hopes for power of diplomacy" (online bed: "(S)ecurity was lax 
before attack that killed U.S. ambassador"), by Ernesto Londono. (no dateline) and Abigail Hauslohner 
(in Benghazi): "U.S. officials appear to have underestimated the threat facing both the ambassador and other 
Americans [in Benghazi]. They had not reinforced the U.S. diplomatic outpost there to meet strict safety 
standards for government buildings overseas. Nor had they posted a U.S. Marine detachment, a:s at other 
diplomatic sites in high-threat regions. A U.S. military team assigned to establish security at the new embassy in 
Tripoli, in a previously undisclosed detail, was never instructed ~o fortify the temporary hub in the east. Instead, 
a small local guard force was hired by a British private security finn ... 

" The two U.S. compounds where (Ambassador Chris] Stevens and three other Americans were killed in a 
· sustained~ brutal attack the night of Sept. 11, proved to be strikingly vulnerable targets in an era of barricaded 
embassies and multibillion-dollar security contracts for U.S. diplomatic facilities in conflict zones ... Instead of 
signing a costly security contract similar to those the goverrunent has for facilities in Iraq and Afghanistan, the 
State Department this swnmer awarded a contract to Blue Mountain, a small British security fiJ;lll, to provide 
local guards ... Security in eastern Libya deteriorated sharply in recent months. A string of attacks, some linked 
to fundamentalist groups, made clear that WesternerS were no longer safe." http://Waoo.st/TVf3us 

--BREAKING- "US military deaths in Afghanistan hit 2,000 after 11 years of war, - AP/Kabul: "U.S. 
military deaths in the Afghan war have reached 2,000, a cold reminder of the human cost of an 11-year-old 
conflict that now garners little public interest at home as the United States prepares to withdraw most of its 
combat forces by the end of 2014. The toll has climbed steadily in recent months with a spate of attacks by 
Afghan army and police - supposed allies - against American and NATO troops. . . . · 

"According to the Afghanistan index kept by the Washington-based research center Brookings Institution, 
about 40 percent of the American deaths were caused by improvised explosive devices. The majority of those 
were after 2009~ when President Obama ordered a surge that sent in 33,000 additional troops t6 combat 
heightened Taliban activity. The surge brought the total number of American troops to 101,000, the peak for the 
~~~" ' 

·-NBC release: "NBC News devotes wide-scale coverage to tunnoil in Middle East and Afghanistan ... with ... 
special editio~s of'NBC Nightly News' [today and tomorrow.] 'With this sweeping cover~ge,NBC will 
provide a panoramic view of the Middle East and Afghanistan at a· critical moment,' said Steve Capus, president 
of NBC News .... Top anchors and correspondents-- including Ann Curry [on the Syrian bord~r], Lester Holt 
[Afghanistan], Richard Engel [Afghanistan], Ayman Mohyeldin [Cairo], Ali Arouzi [Tehran], and Martin 
Fletcher [Tel Aviv]-- are deployed ... to deliver .. . insight and analysis about the realities on ~he ground and 
the magnitude of the hostilities there, as well as the state of U.S. military operations." ' 

POLITICAL SCIENTISTS GIVE HOPE TO ROMNEY- WashPost A2, Dan Balz "The Sunday Take'' 
column: "13 projections are contained in.the new issue ofPS: Political Science and Politics, ... published by 
the American Political' Science Association. Eight of them project that Obama will win the popular vote; five 
say the popular vote will go to Romney . . . Three models attempt to project Electoral College results rather than 
the popular vote. One projects Obama with 213 electoral votes, another with 324 electoral votes (but allows that 
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Romney could win) and a third with 301 votes!' Dan says one of the projections was made 299 days before the 
election, which would be between the N.H. and S.C. primaries! http://wapo.st/V 14vc0 

SWING STATE SUNDAY- Tampa Bay Times p. lA, with 3-col. Romney pic, "OHIO'S GAINS RAISE 
BAR FOR ROMNEY: In the Buckeye State, the auto rescue and a 7.2% jobless rate have the 
Republicans scrambling to make up ground," by Times Political Editor Adam C. Smith, in Columbus: 
"A year ago, nobody would have predicted that Ohio- a state no Republican has won the presidency without 
-would be slipping away from the GOP nominee at this point in the race. This is a state, after all, loaded with 
working-class white voters -the demographic supposedly toughest for President Barack Obama to crack. This 
is where Hillary Clinton trounced Obama in the 2008 primary, where many pundits saw Obam~'s embrace of 
gay marriage as deadly with a large block of socially conservative voters, and where a sizable chunk of the state 
is Appalachian mining country and hostile to Obama." http://bit.ly/P3FDzt 

GROUNDHOG DAY: LATimes.com, top ofhomepage, "Struggling Romney makes a new effort to cormect .. 

WHAT WE'RE READING: Peter F. Gwin, National Geographic staff writer and Furman Un~versity graduate, 
has an article, "The Telltale Scribes ofTimbuktu;' in "Best American Travel Writing 2012": "The mosaic of 
Timbuktu [the ancient caravan city in Mali, in western Africa] that emerges from ... manuscrip~s depicts an 
entrepot made i~ensely wealthy by its position at the intersection of two critical trade arteries-the Saharan 
caravan routes and the Niger River .... As its wealth grew, the city erected grand mosques, att~cting scholars 
who ... formed academies and imported books from throughout the Islamic ~orld. As a result, fragments of the 
Arabian Nights, Moorish love poetry, and Koranic commentaries from Mecca mingled with narratives of court 
intrigues and military adventures of mighty African kingdoms." · 

Editor William T. Vollmann describes Peter's essay as "carefully drawn, rich on anecdotes and observations, 
complete with romance (of a sad sort) and danger,. and set in a locale that we might now call Orthodox Exotic." 
'$10.17 on Amazon http://amzn.to/QCfqHe · 

THE NARRATIVE: 

-Boston Globe AI, 4'To win, Romney must alter course of race drastically," by Matt Viser: "Romney's 
political director, Rich Beeson, ... cites the struggles the campaign had after losing the South Carolina primary 
handily to Newt Gingrich, only to come back and win Florida 10 days later. Beeson said the Romney campaign 
would spend the final weeks hammering away .. . at the question, ~can we af(ord four more ye~s of Barack 
Obama?'" Behind pay wall 

-·L.A. Times Al~ "Romney coming up short with undecided," by David Lauter: "Listening to [voters who 
had told The Times in mid-Aug. that they were considering voting for Romney J ... illustrates the magnitude of 
the task that lies before Romney." Not online yet 

--WashPost Al, "ROMNEY'S MONEY TRAP: A frugal man who saw wealth as a path to public service 
is now paying the price with voters," by Ann Gerhart and Philip Rucker, "His oldest son, Tagg, offered 
one explanation for his father's reticence in an inte.rView Friday. 'He was taught that when you do good things, 
you don't brag about them.' ... [T)he persistent focus on his riches has taken a deep toll on his image, a 
battery of recent polls suggest .... Americans have elected many rich elites as president, starting with George 
Washington. But Romney's wealth ... is inextricably bound up with two cultures that are mysterious and 
misunderstood by many people: high finance and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter·day Saints .... One day 
he says he won't apologize for his success; another day he jokes before a roomful of donors [on the Mothe·r 
Jones video] that he's 'poor as a church mouse.' 

"In one year, he and his wife, Ann, gave away far more money- $4.2 million- than most Americans will 
earn in a lifetime ... But he has resisted calls to release more tax returns, citing a wish to keep his charitable 
contributions private as one reason. 'It's a very personal thing between ourselves and oui com~itment to our 

I 
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G.od and to our church,' he told Parade magazine .... 'I think he genuinely is a modest person. That explains 
some awkwardnes~ or apparen~ unease in dealing with it,' said Mark DeMoss, a senior adviser ktd·prominent 
evangelical leader .Within the GOP." http://wapo.st/OwYXFz ·: · I · 
·**Introducing JdJas Lab: Ideas Lab, a new website from GE, brings together experts to address some of the 
most pressing issuck From manufacturing to technology, this site will offer a platfo~ for fres~ approaches to 

. I · . . . I 

critical .policy chal~enges. At Ideas Lab, we want to hear from you. Visitideaslaboratory.com ••l · . 
I . . 

REMEMBERING ARTHUR OCHS "PUNCH" SULZBERGER, "Publisher WhQ Transformed The 
Times for New E~a'' (per the headline atop his 7,700-word obit, which gets one-third of At and three 
strip pages inside~: · I 

. . I 
-N.Y. Times Publisher Arthur Ochs Sulzberger Jr. emailed the company yesterday morning: "It is with 
deep sadness.that Ijinform you that .Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, my father, pa~sed ~way last night. JPunch, ·as 

·everyone knew him, brilliantly led The New York Times Company for over three decades - as chairman and 
CEO of the Times Company and as publisher of The New York Times. . .. Punch will be sorely· mi~sed by his · 
family and his marly friends, but we can take some comfort in the fact that his legacy and his a Hiding belief in 
the value of qualitY news and infonnation will always be with us. For that and so much more, Je and future 
generations of Tim'es Company men and women will always be grateful. Arthur'' I . . 
-..:.~tatement by P~esident Obama: "Michelle and I were saddened today to hear about the passing of Arthur . 

. Sul~berger. Over~e course of more than 30 y~, Arthur helped transform the New.York Ti~es and secure its 
status as one of the most successful and respected ·newspapers in the world .. He. was a finn believer in t:Qe 
importance of a fr~e and i'ndependent press -- one that isn't afraid to seek the truth, hold those ib power 

· accountable, and t~ll the stories that need to be told. Arthur's legacy lives on in the newspaper lie loved and the 
joUrnalists he inspfred. Our thoughtS and prayers are with his family." · I 

I . . I 

--Andrew Rosenthal, Edito~ial Page Editor, "EDITORIAL: APPRECIATIONS- Mr. Sulzberger, 
.Publisher and Pr~jectionist,.: "Many Times journalists grew up professionally under Punch's,l leadei'Ship. For 
~e it was literal: My father, A.M. Rosenthal; edited The Times for nearly 20 years and worked at the paper for 
many more. My fulst memories of Punch .are from when J was 7 . ~ : He 'was a mythic figure in our house - the 

· m~ :who defied thb orders of the White House and the threat of jail to publish the~Pentagon Pa~rs ... And that 
was hardly the onl~ crisis, joUrnalistic and financial, through which he protected and steered The Times. My 

· father was not prone to worship, but he worshiped Arthur Sulzberger. Some of my sweetest m~mories of him 
were the weekend~ when we visited his family's estate, Hillandale, in Connecticut. ... [M]ost fondly, I 
remember the ni~ts.when Punch w~uld screen a film in his small theater." http://nyti.ms/PP?@HI 

PLAYBOOK RE~DERS PAY TRIBUTE TO PUNCH SULZBERGER: ! 
·-~Todd s. P~rduJ, Vanity Fair national:editor, ~h~ spent 23 yJ~rs at The Times, where ~e started as a 
copyboy in 1982 ~nd rose to Whit~ House corresp.ondeqt and ·L!A. bureau chief: "As note~ in Clyde 
Haberman's wondJrfuJ obituary, Punch was a former Marine, ~d--in his personal dress and demeanor-
exceedingly neat abd squared away; He came to the old third floor newsroom on 43d Street eath afternoon for 

•• I • I 

the Page· One meeting, ramrod straight as .he walked the whole length of the room to the 44th Street.wall, where 
· the executive offi<ks then were. And each day, he'd have to pass the' truly Wretched detritus o_f~·b~sy · 
· :orkplace: papers jp~led high, food remnants left on. desks, co~ts dr:~ped on filing. cabinets and 

1

1__ in the old days 
ashtrays overflor~g. . . . .:. . . . . 

"The scene grated on him, arid every so often a directive would oome to us from the editors: Please hang coats 
··in lockers, please tlear unneeded papers off desks. I don'~ think anything ever improved, but h~ never stopped 

tryin·g. On Sunday~. when he'd be coming back from the country an~ the city was· enduring o~~ parade or . 
·another, he'd 'som~times call the news desk for updates on traffic restrictions near his apartmeAt on Upper Fifth . . ,. . . 
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A venue. Always extremely polite and soft-spoken, even to a lowly news clerk. I first laid eyes on him 30 years 
ago this fall, and can't believe an era has ended." 

·-Carl Lavin, CNN.com lead homepage editor, formerly a National editor at The Times: "In the 80s, I 
watched Punch's long, silent walk from elevator bank to the Page 1 conference room and kn~w .that I had joined 

. a company where nothing would interfere with editorial integrity. He seldom said much as editors discussed the 
next day's paper. His presence, and his history of standing up for core journalistic values, gave everyone in the 
newsroom a precious gift -- the opportunity to concentrate on the paper's mission, without fear or favor .... 
Anyone who has ever had a different kind of person in the publisher's office has an even deeper appreciation for 
what Arthur did for journalism ... . Punch did not have to make lengthy pronouncements, but was a man of few 
words and firm convictions." 

--Matthew V. Storin, chief communications executive, University of Notre Dame, former Editor of The 
Boston Globe: "When The New York Times Co. purchased The Boston Globe in 1993, I was the Globe's 
editor. It was a stressful time for Globe folks, but Punch personally worked to make it a more comfortable 
transition. He was wann and accessible, inviting me to lunch on occasion, and I know he also maintained a 
close personal relationship with our publisher, Bill Taylor. I asked him if Globe stories might occasionally 
be picked up in The International Herald Tribune and almost instantly he made it happen. At that point in 
his distinguished career -- he had been publisher of the Times for 30 years ~- he could have been forgiven for a 
more detached and distant attitude, but that was far from the case." 

--PLAYBOOK FACTS OF LIFE: Matt Storin's 20-years-on memory about Globe stories in the IHT remind$ 
us ~f one of our favorite rules for living: It's the little things that count! 

SENATE SCRAMBLE- Boston Globe lead story, "Poli shows Warren taking a slim lead: But 18°/o of 
voters said they're still undecided," by Noah Bierman and Frank Phillips: "With Elizabeth Warren and 
Senator Scott Brown preparing for their second debate Monday night, ... Warren ... leads Brown ... 43 percent 
to 38 percent, a shift from the Globe's last poll in May, when Brown held a 2-point lead .... This survey is the 
sixth of eight public polls taken this month that. show Warren ahead. Warren's lead is within the poll's margin 
of error ... 'It's trending away from Brown,' said [Andrew E. Smith, the Globe's pollster and the director of the 
Uruversity of New Hampshire Survey Center]. 'Brown right now is not doing well enough am~mg Democrats to 
offset the advantage that Warren has."' http://bo.st/SuSkl6 

WEEKEND WEDDING-- "Jessie Scbweller, David Kuhn"-- NYT: "Jessie Amanda Schweller and David 
Paul Kuhn were married Saturday at Montgomery Place, a historic estate in Armandale-on-Hudson, N.Y. Rabbi 
Clifford E. Librach officiated. Mrs. Kuhn, 31, is an associate in the New York office of the Cl~veland law firm 
Baker Hostetler. She graduated from Brandeis and received a law degree from Georgetown . ... : Kuhn, 34, is a · 
writer in New York and the author of 'The Neglected Voter: White Men and the Democratic Dilemma.' Until 
August, he was the chief political correspondent Jor RealClearPolitics, working from New York. He w.aduated 
from the University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire. http://nyti.ms/SWC75m 

BIRTHDAYS: Kaine campaign manager Mike Henry. It's deadline day for FEC report, so all' he wants is your 
$5, $10 or $25 contribution before midnight (hat tip: Brandi) ... Hildy Kuryk, DNC finance director ... Perry 
Bacon ... OFA Ohio senior adviser Aaron Pickrell (hat tip: Lis Smith) ... Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel is 
84 ... Angie Dickinson is 81 ... Marilyn McCoo is 69 ... former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud10Imert is 67 ... 
Fran Drescher, everyone's favorite nanny, is 55 ... former Sen. Blanche Lincoln (D-Ark.) is 5·2 (hits AP) I . 
**Introducing Ideas Lab: Ideas Lab, a new website from GE, brings together experts, thought leaders and 
innovators to address some of the most pressing issues of the day. From manufacturing to technology to jobs, 
this site will offer a platform for fresh approaches to critical policy challenges that impact ourlcompetitiveness. 
At Ideas Lab, we want to hear from you. Visit ideaslaboratory.com ** · 
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Subject: wanmes article . I 

As discu_ssed. Th~Jks for.yo~.:~r helD Se~ator'Col!ins sure. would appreciate a c~rrection . . My.conta~ info ·is belo~. I . . . 
copi~d the story b~low '(highlignted portion is· the relevant}.· But here ~s the quote that has been dea}ed by the OIG -

· me~ning this is the,quote we :Worked out with them to provide: · 

,;OIG n~tes t_hat seJretar'( Clinto~ con~e~ed an Accountabili~y ReviewB~ard (ARB), as required .. by. the ."Omnibus . 
Diplomatic Se.curit)l ancL6.ntiter~orism Act." OIG is pre·p~red to assist'the· ~oard, as needed, iii perforrhing its review. OIG . 

. ·has oversight respdnsii;JilitY for the ARB process, just as it has for aU Department activities, and ls .pre~aring our scop~ of 
· : . . work on this issue. ~nd emb,assy security worldwide in light of the att'~cks in Benghazi and other incidents at US · 

d.iplomati.c facititle~<' · ·· · · · · · 

http:U-www:washingto~time.s .com/news/2012/s~p/20/congress-riled-abo.ut-~ccou·nt-of-libya-attacklprint[ 

. : .www.~a~hingtontibes.~~~/new~/2012/sep/20/c~ngre~s-riled~ab6~t~account-of~lib~a-a~ack/print/ll/4 . 
Search. 
EDITORS' PICKS: 
COMMENTS (39) PRINT . '. . . . . l . . . 
By Guy Taylor- The Washington Times Thursday, September 20,.2012 ... . . . 

I . . . . . . , , . , 

. . . ~brewi~g co~flict.?~tweenCongress an~ tfle Obama administrat!9n ~roke into the o·pen ThurSday af 
· · .several lawmakers were critical·about a'briefing on the Sept. ll·ar:miver$ary .attack ·on U.S. dipl()mats· . 
. in.~ibya,.~hichthe rdministrati~n.had ~aid.was.a sp_pnta:O~~~~!.~~P-Q..n,se.t~ a.~ anti-Islam vid~o. I. . . 

· Secretary of State ¥illary Rod ham Clinton ahd other ·administration offici~ls. held.a series of doseddolor briefings for 
members of both Houses over how to conduct an independent investiga'tion of the · . . . ... .. .. . . . l . . . .. . . . . . . : . ' . . 
_lethal assault on thf U.S. C<?ns_ulate in Benghazi, which the admlnistratic;m for the first time Thursday 
conceded was a "terrorist attack." . 

. But aftertf:\e rn:iefi~gs, RepubllGans-We:re openly skeptiial about the infdrmation they had just-beeri 
given, and. even sore .pemocra.ts ~-C~r:t9W_Ie~ge.cfttlat the aCfmifiiStratiori'siOitlal~clalms·don'tseem·to-----
.hold up. ·The ·auack1last week took the lives of four Americans.: . · . · · . · ·~ ' 
"There's.increa.singlamount of..evidence.that this was· a coordinated attack by terrorists," said: sen. 
MarcO Rubio. FJo.rida .Republicari .and a member of the Foreign Relations Committee. "The movie I . . . . . 

wasn't' the catalyst tor ~his. The. catalyst _was radical Islamic extremists that wanted to attack the United 
States and saw an <fPP0!1unity to do ·it in 'Benghazi." . . . · .. ~ . . I 
S~n. J~hn McCa~n, triz~naJ~e?t~blica!'\, was openly dismissive_ ~f the ad"'.'inistration. "I'm stunned that 
they though~ thrs v.;as some ku~~rof.spontaneous ·d_ernonstratton," he told reporters. . .. · I 
Rep. Adam Srl}ith, Washington Democrat' and member of the House Armed Services Committee, sai~ 
that while he~vy Wf~p-onS SUCh. as ~orta.rs were.n't USed ~ntil several hOli~S after the fi~h~i~g Started, it 
was "clearly a terronst attack/' albe1t one that'more resembled "an armed gang. that setzed.an . .. I . . . . . . . . . . 1. . . . . ·.· . 
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opportunity" ·than a perfectly executed plot like the original Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 
The developments came on another day of acute awareness among U.S. officials of growing anger in 
the Muslim world, as the State Department began running public service messages on Pakistani 1V · 

distancing the U.S. from the anti~lslam film that has enraged the Muslim world, and has opened 
investigations into the shortcomings of security for its diplomats. . 
On Thursday, the State Department said t~at embassy official~ in Islamabad have paid roughly 

$70,000 to buy advert_ising on seven Pakistani TV stations to air a public servi~e message aimed at 
dampening perceptions th~t the "Innocence of Muslims" Internet video that. denigrates Islam's Prophet 

Muhammad was made by the U.S. government. 
Department officials said the message features a recent news clipof Mrs. Clinton saying, "Let me state 
very clearly that the United States has absolutely nothing to do with this video. We absolutely reject its 
contents." 
Dubbed in the ·urdu language of Pakistan, the message also features a recent clip of President 

Obama saying that "since our founding, the United States has been a nation of respect- that 
respects all faiths" and that "we reject all efforts to denigrate the religious beliefs of others." 
Also Thursday, the White House reversed course and conceded for the first time that the assault that 

.· killed the American·s in Benghazi was. in fact a terrorist attack. 
Congress ri_led about account of. libya attack 
CONNECT: 
SIZE:.+ I~ 

Chick~fii-A clarifies giving policy, rejects political 'agendas' 

NEWS OPINION CAMPAIGN 2012 SPORTS LIFE MEOlA COMMUNITIES TIMES 2417 
You are currently viewing the printable version of this article, to return . 
towww. washingtoMt imes.com/ news/2012/sep/20/congress-nled~allo.ut-accouot~f-libya~attack/print/2/4 
"It is, I think, self~evidentthat what happened in Benghazi was a terrorist attack," White House 
spokesman Jay Carney told ·reporters traveling Thursday with President Obama aboard Air Force 

One. "Our embassy was attacked violently, and the result was four deaths·of American officials. So, 
again, that's self-evident:" . . 
The remarks signal a shift in the narrative set by the Obama administration, which has resisted 
framing the attack as premed.itated. · . 
For more than a week since the attack: the administration had characterized it as the result of a 
protest triggered by anger toward "Innocence of Muslims." Skeptics have J)Ointed out that some in the 

crowd were using heavy weapons, such as rocket-propelled gr~nade launchers, in the assault .. 
State and Congress 

. Before heading into one of the meetings on Capitol Hill on Thursday, Mrs. Clinton announced the 

formation of an officiai.State oe,Jartment review panel,· which wilt examine whether security was 
adequate at the time. of the Benghazi attack: 
She told reporters that she planned to brief lawmakers on the "security posture before and during" 
the Benghazi attack along with "steps we have taken since to do everything we can with host 
governments to protect our people and our embassies and consulates." 
Mr. Clinton also said she has "absolutely no information or reason to believe that there's any basis" 

-· for-reports-that-Amer-iGan-Ambassador: J .-Christopher-Stevens.was-operatmg.t,mdectbeJear_th~j .b.e __ , __ . -·· ~·· 
was on anal Qaeda hit list before he was killed last week in libya. : 
The panel wi11 ·be headed by retired Ambassador Thomas R. Pickering, Mrs. Clinton said. 
It remains to be seen how U.S. lawmakers will respond to Mrs. Clinton's move to create an official 

to examine uestions that have erne out of last week's attack in 
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Pakistan, Indonesia, Libya 
In los Angeles, a Superior Court judge refused to order the social-media company YouTube, which is . 
owned by the Internet search engine Google, to remove a 14-minute trailer of the crudely made antiMuslim film. The 
j udge rejected a plea from an actress who had argued that she had been duped into 
appearing in the film. 
The film has been blamed for sparking widespread anti-Western demonstrations that saw American 
flags desecrated and U.S. Embassy walls breached in several Middle Eastern cities over the past 
week. 
Most of the demonstrations have died down during recent days. But not in Pakistan, where.anti,American sentiment was · 
already running high, and U.S._officials are now raising fresh concerns about 
ongoing and potentially volatile protests near the U.S. Embassy iri the capital city of Islamabad. 
The U.S. Embassy in Pakistan remained open Thursd~y, but officials said other diplomatic posts were 
closed in the nation, as well as in other parts.of the world where demonstrations have 
surged.www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/sep/.20/congress-riled-about-account-of-libya-attack/print/ 3/4 
Mrs. Clinton, who appeared at the State pepartment after bilateral talks wi~h Indonesian F.oreign 
Minister R.M. Marty Natalegawa, said U.S. facilities in Indonesia- home to the world's largest 

·. population of Muslims- would be temporarily closed Friday, the Islamic holy day. 
It is. not unusual for U.S. diplomats to keep business hours in line with those oftheir host nations and, 
in the Muslim ·worlc1, Friday is typically treated lik~ a Sunday. in the United States. 
But Mrs. Clinton said U.S. officials also ·"want to be sure that-law enforcem-ent in Indonesia has the · 
ability to do what it needs to do to make sure thatthere is no disruption of civil order and security." 
With regard to the developments involving libya, Deputy Secretary of State William J. Burns 
appeared Thursday in the capital city.ofTripoJi for a ceremony honoring Mr. Stevens and the three 
other Americans killed last week. 
"We have lost four wonderful colleagues,·~ Mr. Burns told Libyans gathered for the c~remony. "We . 
have lost a brilliant ambassador, full of co.urage and·skill and passionate determination to help 
Libyans, to help all of you, realize the promise of your revolution, to make a reality of a free libya." 
Mr. Burns added that "neither Chris Stevens nor our three other fallen colleagues were naive. They 
were not blind in their optimism. They knew the tr~ubles Libyans faced and the risks they had to 
endure." 
AI Qaeda speculation . 
On Wednesday, Matthew Olsen, director of the National Counterterrorism Center, told the Senate 
Foreign Affairs ~ommittee that the Benghazi assault was "an opportunistic attack," although he 
repeated the Obama a(.iministration's assertion that it was not a premeditated assault. . 
Mr. Olsen said those involved In the violent assault appeared to have come from several militant 
groups, including affiliates of al Qaeda. 

- - --lntelligence.officials-ThurSd_av-dismlSsed.a.news.r.eport that~.suggested ~tie. a1~~.blli!Y.Iiave been · - - --- - -·· . 
masterminded by a man who was once held by u.s. authorities at the u.s: Naval Base Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 
"It is safe to assume that any significant extremist in Eastern Libya is going to be under a lot of 
scrutiny ·right now," a U.S. intelligence official told The Times. But; the official added, "Any suggestion 
that a leading suspect or 'mastermind' of the attack has been identified at this point ·is premature." 
Accountability review 
Federal law requires the secretary of state to convene an "accountabilitY review board" to conduct a·n 
examination in the event of an attack on a U.S. embassy or diplomatic post like the one that occurred 
in Benghazi. · 

Mrs. Collins asserted Wednesday that it is "imperative that a nonpolitical, no-holds-barred 
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examination be co11ducted" and that it must be. conducted by "an independent entity like the inspector 

genera!." 
But accountability review boards formed in the past have tended to include sobering ~nd nonpolitical: 
revelations about tbe security posture of U.S. diplomats. 

·Such revelations have generally taken about six months to come to the fore and have a tendency of 
being ignored by officials after the initial media frenzy surrounding an attack like the one in Benghazi; 

has subsided. 
The best example of incendiary findings dredged. up by a past accountability review board may be : 

. those from the board that examined security questions that arose during the aftermath of the 1998 
terrorist bombings that killed iSS p_eople at the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 
A January 1999.1etter from o-fficials who headed the board to then-Secretary of State Madeleine K. 
Albright highlighted the "inadequacy of resources to provide security against terrorist attacks" prior to 
the Kenya and Tanz.ania incidents, as well as the relatively "low priority accorded security concerns ' · 
throughout the U.S. government."www. washingtontimes.com/news/2012/sep/20/congress-riled-about-account-of • 
libya-attack/print/4/4 · · . · . · 
The letter was written just over two years pr~or to the security failures that ·allowed terrorists to carrY,. 
out the horrific attacks of September 11, 2001, on the United States. · 
The coming months will tell whether the board that Mrs. Clinton has chosen to be lead by Mr. 
Pkkering yields anyttiing truly insightful about the posture of U.S. diplomats la.st week. · 
Mr. Pickering, 81,.is among the most decorated' former U.S. diplomats. But he h.as been largely out of, 
the spotlight since ~etiring from the State Department in 1996 after serving for four years as U.S: · 
ambassador to Russia. He had previously served as·ambassador to the United Nations, India, Israel, 

El Salvador, Nigeria and Jordan.-. . 
• Shaun Waterman and Dave Boyer contributed to this report . 

................................ 

'-----___.....1 . 
U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government !'<flairs 
Republican Office · 
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. . As discussed. Than
1
ks fQ~ your helpQenator Collins sure would app~eciate a .correction: My con~act info is below. 1 

copied the story be.low (highlighted porti~n is the.relevant). But here is the quote that has been cleared by the OIG-

·. m~aning this .iS theruote we worked out with them to provide: . . . . . . . . . · 

"OIG ~otes that Secretarv .. Ciinton convened an Accountability Review Board (ARB), as required by the "Omnibus 
. Diplomatic SecuritY, and Antiterrorism Act."·OIG is prepared to assist-the Board, as needed, in perforrhing its review. OIG · 
has oversight respdrisibility for the ARB process, just as it has for all Department activities, and is pre~aring our scope of · 
wo.rk on thls issue ·~ nd embassy security worldwide in light of-the attacks in B~.nghazi and other incidJnts at US · · 
diplomatic facil.lties." · · · · 

· http:l/www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/sep/20/congress-riled-about-account-of-libya-attack)print/ 

wvffl .washi ng~ontiLes.com/news/2012/sepi20/congress-riled~ab·out-a~o~nt-of-libya-attack/pri"nt/ !1/4 . . 
Search · · 

EDITORS' PICKS: 
COMMENTS (39) PRINT . 
By G.uy Taylor -Th~ Washingt~n Times Thursda·v~ September 20, 2012 · 
A brewing conflict between Congress and the Obama administration broke into the open Thursday as 
s~veraf lawmakersrere critical about a briefing on the Sept. ll anniversary attack ·on U.S .. diplomats' . 

. in libya, wh.ich theadmlnistration had said was a spontaneous response to an anti-Islam video. · j . · 
Secretary of State +mary Rod ham Clinton .and.other. administration ~fficials held a series of clo.seddoor briefings for 
menib~rs of both. houses over h~w to conduct an independent investigation of the . ·. . · 
lethal assault on thb u.s. Consulate in Benghazi, which the administration for the first time Thursd~y 
conceded was a "tJrrorist attack." · . · · .. · · 
But afte~ the briefihg.s, Republicans were openly skeptical abouf the inforinati~n they had just be~n • 

· given,.and even sohte Democrats acknowledged that the administration's initial claims don't seem to 
hol.d ·up. The attac~ last week took the lives of four Ame.ricans; : . 
'1Th~re's increasing~ amount of evidence that this was a coordinated attack by terrori~s," said Sen . 

. · Marco Rubio, Florida Republican and a ·member of the Foreign Relations Committee. "The movie 
~asn'~ the catalyst~f~~ this: The Catalyst was radicallsiamic extremi.sts. that wanted to attack the United 
States and saw an opportunity to do it in Benghazi." ·. ' · · . . . . j 
Seri. John McCain, Arizona Republican, was openly dismissive of the administration. "I'm stunned that 
th~v thought this Jas some kind ·of spontaneous demonstration," he told reporters. . . . 1 

b6 
b7C 

. .Rep. Adam Smith, yYa.shington Democrat and member of the House Armed ~rvices· Committee, sai~ 
..:....___.that.while-heav.y ~.eapons..such.as .mortar.s_wer:en~t_us.e_d until :sever a~tJo"i:JJ s after the-fich!!flg-5tafte~_t:-----:------

. wa~ "~!early a terr~rist ·a.tta~k," albeit one ~hat m~re re~emb.led "a~ armed gang t~atseized an . l 
opportunity"· than f ·Pe.rfectly executed plot like the original Sept. 11 terrorist attacks: -

·. l:he developmentsjc:ame.on another day of acute·awareness among u:s. officials of growing ang~r in 
the Muslim world, a.s the State Department began running pu.blic service messages on Pakistani TV 
distancing the u·.s.,from the anti-Islam film that has en!Gged the ·Muslim world~. ~nd. has opened 
investig~tions· into 1the short~omings of security for its diplo.mats. · . . . · . ·. 
On Thursday, t.he State Department said that embassy officials in Islamabad have paid. roughly 

· $70,000 to buy adJertising on seven Pakistani TV. stations to air a public service message aimed at · . 
I ' . 

dampening perceptions that the "Innocence of Muslims" Internet video that denigrates Islam's Prophet 
Muhammad was ~ade· by the u.s. governme~t. . · 1· 
Oepah~ent officiatls said the message features a recent news clipof Mrs. Clinton saying, " let me state . . I . 6 . HRC-9735 
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very clearly that the United States has absolutely nothing to do with this video. We absolutely reject its 
··contents." 

Dubbed in t~e Urdu language of Pakistan, the message also features a rec~nt clip of President 
· Obama saying that "since our founding~ the United States has been a nation of respect- that 

resp_ects all faiths" and that "we r~ject all efforts to denigrate the religious beliefs of others:• 
Also Thursday, the White House reversed course and conceded for the first time that the assault that 
killed the Americans in Benghazi wa.s in fact a terrorist attack. 
Congress riled about account of libya attack 
CONNECT: 
SIZE:+/-
Chick-fil-A clari~es giving policy, rejects political 'agendas' 
NEWS OPINION 'CAMPAIGN 2012SPORTS LIFE MEDIA COMMUNITIES TIMES 24j7 
You are. currently viewing the printable version of this article, to return 
.towww.washingtol')times.com/news/2012/sep/20/congress-riled-about-account-of.-libya-attack/print/ 2/4 
"It is, I think, self-evident that what happened in Benghazi was. a terrorist attack," White House 
spokesman Jay Carney told (eporters traveling Thursday with President Obama aboard Air Force 
One. "Our embassy was attacked violently, and the result was four deaths of American officials. So, 
again, that's self-evident." 

·. The_ remarks signal a shift in the narrative set by the Obama administration, which has resisted 
framing the attack as premeditated. . 
For more than a week since the attack, the administration had characterized it as the result of a 
protest triggered by anger toward "Innocence of Muslims.'' Skeptics have pointed out .that some In the 
crowd were using heavy weapons, such as rocket-propelled grenade launchers, in the assault. 
State and Congress · · 

Before heading into one of the meetings on Capitol Hill on Thursday, Mrs. Clinton announced the 
formati9n:of an official State Department ·review panel, which will examine whether security was . 
adequate at the time of the Benghazi attack. 
She told reporters that she planned to brief lawmakers on the "security posture before and du.ring" 
the Bengha~i attack along _with "steps·we have taken since to do everything we can with host · 
governments to protect our people and our embassies and consulates." · 
Mr. Clinton also said she has "absolutely no information or reason to believe that there's any basis" . 
for" reports that American Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens was operating under the fear that he . 
was on an al Qaeda hit list before he was killed last week in Libya. 
The pa.nel will be headed by retired Ambassador Thomas R. Pickering, Mrs. Clinton said. 
It remains to be seen how U;S. lawmakers will respond to Mrs. Clinton's mov~ to create an official 

to examine ns that have out of last week•s attack in 

Pakistan, Indonesia, Libya 
In Los Angeles, a Superior Court judge refused to order the social-media company You Tube, which is 
owned by the Internet search engine Google, to remove a 14-minute trailer of the crudely made antiMuslim film. The 
judge rejected a plea from an act~ess who had argued. that she had been duped into ' 
appearing in the film. 
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The film has been blamed for sparking widespread anti·Western demonstrations that saw American 
flags desecrated and U.S. Embassy walls breached in several Middle "Eastern cities over the past 
week. · 

Most of the demonstrations have.died down during recent days. But not in Pakistan, where antiAmerican sentiment was 
already running high, and U.S. officials are now raising fresh concerns about . 
ongoing and potentially volatile protests near the U.S. EmbasSy in the capital city of Islamabad. 
The U.S. Embassy_ in Pakistan remained open Thursday, but officials said other diplomatic posts were . 
closed in the nation, as well as in other parts of the world where demonstrations have 
surged.www.washingtontimes .. com/news/2012/sep/20/congress·riled·about·account-of-libya·attackiprint/ 3/4 
Mrs. Clinton, who appeared at the State Department after bilateral talks with Indonesian Foreign 
Minister R.M. Marty Natale.gawa, said U.S. facilities in Indonesia.- home to the world1s largest 
population of Muslims- would be temporarily closed Friday, the Islamic holy day . . 
It i~ not unusual for U.S. diplomats to keep business hours in line with. those of their host nations and, 
in the Muslim world, Friday is typically treated like a Sunday in the United States. 
But Mrs. Clinton said U.S. officials also "want to be sure that law enforcement in Indonesia has the 
ability to. do what it .needs to·do to make ~ure that there is no disruption of civil. order and security.'' 
With regard to the developments involving Libya, Deputy Secretary of State William J. Burns 
appeared Thursday· iri the capital city ofTrfpoli for a ceremony honoring Mr. Stevens and the three 
other Americans killed last week. 
"We have lost. four wonderful colleagues," Mr .. Burns told Libyans gathered for the cerem'ony. uwe 
have lost a brilliant ambassador, full of courage and skill and passionate determination to help 
Libyans, to help all of you, realize the promise of your revolution, to make a reality o(a free Libya.~~ 
Mr. Burns added that "nehher Chris Stevens nor our three other fallen colleagues were naive. They 
we.re not blind in their optimism. They knew the troubles Libyans faced and the risks they had to 
endure." 

. AI Qaeda speculation 

On Wednesday~ Matthew Olsen, director of the National Counterterrorism Center, told the Senate 
Foreign Affairs Committee that the Benghazi assault was "an opportunistic attack,11 although he 
repeated the Obama administration1

S assertion that it was not a premeditated assault . 
. Mr. Olsen said those involved _in the violent assault appeared to have come from several militant . 
grolJpS, including affiliates of at Qaeda. 
Intelligence officials Thursday dismissed a news report that had suggested the attack may have been' 
masterminded by a man who was once held by U.S. authorities at the U.S. Naval Base Guantanamo . 
Bay, Cuba. 
"It is safe to assume that any· significant extremist in Eastern Libya is going to be under a lot of 
s<;rutiny right now," a U.S. intelligence official told The Times. But,. the official added, "Any suggestion · 
that a leading suspect or 'mastermind' of th~ attack has been identified at this point is premature." . 
Accountability review 
Federal law requires the_ secretary of state to convene an "accountabi~ity review board" to conduct an 
examination in the event of an attack on a U.S. embassy or diplomatic post like the one that occurred . 
in Benghazi. · 
Mrs~Collins-asser'ted-Wednesday·that-it-is-'limperative-that-a-n~npoliU~I, .no-fiOlildsC:=:Fiba;:a_ r.rr;;s .. e>nar-- :-----'-. ----:---:-- - - -

examination be cond~cted" and that. it must be conducted by "an independent entity like the inspector 
general." 
But accountability review boards formed in the past have tended to include sobering and nonpoliti~al 
revelations about the security posture of u.s. diplomats. . -
Such revelat ions have generally taken about six months t o come to the fore and have a tendency of 
being ignored by officials after the initial media frenzy surrounding an attack like the one in Benghazi 
has subsided. I 
The best example of incendiary findings dredged up by a past accountability review board may be . 
those from the board that examined security questions that arose during the aftermath of the 1998 
terrorist bombings that killed 258 people at the U.S. embassi.es in Kenya and Tanzania. 
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A. January 1999 letter from officials who headed the board to then-Secretary of State Madeleine· I<. 
' . I· , .. ; . . . . . . • 

Albright highlighted the "inadequacy of resources to provide security against terrorist attacks" prior to · . 
t11e Kenya ~nd Tan~~nia inCidents, as ~ell as the relatively "l~w priority accorded secu~ity con~erns. J · 

th~oughout the u.s~ government. "www. washingtontimes.com,/news/2012/sep/20/congress-nle~ .. a~out -account-of• 
tibya~attack(print/f/4 -. · · - · · . . . · . . . · · · · · . · . · · · ·j · . · · 
The letter was written just over two years prior to the security failures that allowed terrorists to·carTVj · 

. . . . ; . ·. . . .. . 
out-the horrific attacks of September 11, 2001,.on the·United States. · · 

· · The coming month~ will tell whether the board that Mrs. Clinton has chosen to be lead by Mr. 
Picke.(ing yields·a~~hi!lg truiy_i~si~-~tf_~l ~bout the p_osture of. U.s.:dipl~mats last week. . . _ . 
Mr. Pickering,· 81, is among the most decorated former U.S. diplomats. Sut he ha~ been largely out of : 

· · the spotlight since (etiring from the State·oepartment in 1996 after_s~rving fodour years as I,J.S. · · 
ambassador to Russia .. He had previously served as ambassador to. the United Nations,.lndia, ·Israel, 
EI.Satvador, Nigerialand J~rdan; · · . . _ · · · .. 

· · • Sh~un Waterma!" itO~ Dav~ ·soyer ~ontributed-to thi~ repprt. 

·····~-~-~····················· . . 

I us s c J H . . · I dS·._ .. • · .. . d. G. A'"'. 
. . enote ommtttee on ome OIJ ecuflty an . overnment 'JJatrs 

· Republi~on Office. · I 
350 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

·-····················-·········· 

l . 

.... ·. 

:' 
.. r. 

: . ~ 
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b6 Per DOS, FBI 
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From: I b6 Per FBI 
Sent: . . ... ... .... . 
To: 

.
1 

Iuesdav Septj~:~~~~dfQl~J~:.~' .J:>M... . ..... ... ........ ..... . .... ... b7C Per DOS, FBI 

Subject: Re: State/CNN emails behind the Chris Stevens diary argument... 
Attachments: image001 .jpg; image002.png 

Th~nk yo~l-_ _.11 really appreciate the note 

. Fro~ !(Baghdad) 1· :-:v :'lber 25, 2012 05:19AM 

~~ Je : ~ :;e N em ails behind th.e Chris Stevens diary argument. .. 

·Good on you! We support you! 

U.S. Mission BaRhdad IraQ 

Subject: State/CNN emails behind the Chris Stevens diary argument. •. 

I have to say I probably would have reacted lik~._ _____ _.l 

b7C Per DOS 

b6 Per FBI 
b7C Per DOS , FBI 

b6 Per FBI 
b7C Per DOS, FBI 

b6 per DOS , FBI 
b7C per FBI 

Hillary Clinton Aide Tells Reporter To· ''Fuck 
.Off" And '~tiave A Good Life'' · 
As the State Department's story about what happened in Benghazi crumbles, Clinton's personal spokesperson, Philippe 

. ! 

Reines, loses his temper. "'Have a good day. And by good day I mean Fuel< Off." 

1 
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Ointon and Reines lrl China in 2010. Source: farmS.statidllckr.com 

I . . . 
. . 

PostedSep24, 20121:11pm EDT . . 

On. SUnday morning,, suUfeed mrrespond<~~t Midlael Hastings ~H"!' Philippe Reines, Hillaj, Oinion•s longti~e aide and porsona, 
spokesman at ~e·State Department, asking a series of pointed qu~stions about State's handling of the Benghazt .~asco, and Reines' . 

over~the-top atta~ bn CNN. The emails quiddy got personcsl, with Reines 'calling Hastings an "unmitigated assh~le" before an eXchange 
I . . . 

of harsh words on bOth sides. . 

~ email dlaln Juded with ReineS Wl1ling that Hastin9' sho~ "Fuck Off" and "Have a goOd lil'e." . . I . . . . -. . 

The fuU exchange {with ·one typo fixed) is below . 

. Fro.,: Mlc:hoei·H+ngs . 

Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 10:32 AM 

To: Reines, Philipke I . ' · 
. . I 

Subject: Request'for comment 

· Hey Philippe: · 

A few quick questions for you. Why didn't the State Department search the ~nsutate and find AMB Steven's diary· first? What other 

. potential valuable i~telligence was left behind that co~Id have been picked up by ap~re!ltly anyone search In~ the grounds? Was any 

. d~ssified or top sedet material also left?. Do you still feel that there w~s adequate security at ~~ compou~d, yonsidering it was not 

only overrun but sehsitive personal effects and possibly other intelligence remained out for anyone passing .through to pick up? Your 
·1 . . 2. . · ·. 1. HRC-9740 . . 



statement on CNN sounded pretty defensive--do you think it's the media's responsibility to help secure State Department assets 

overseas after they've been attacked? 

On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 11:28 AM, Reines, Philippe I wrote: 

Good morning Michael 

I'm adding my colleague Toria Nuland who I believe you know. She has addressed much of your questions belo~ during her daily press 

briefings, so I'll let her weigh In to remind you of what's already been thoroughly answered. As far as the tone of my email, I think 

you're misr~ding mine as much as I'm misreading yours as being needlessly antagonistic. 

But on your questions pertaining to CNN's handling of the diary: 

• You know that all USG personnel were evaaiated from Benghazi after the attack. So I'm not sure why you're asking why State didn't 

find the diary first. 

• On material, 1'11 let Toria reiterate, but the answer is no. Though you might want to ask CNN if they took anything else from the crime 

scene that they haven't vet told anyone about. 

• In tenns of the media's responsibility, I'll start .with the outlandish statement that I belieVI;! the media does have responsibilities. Your 

question seems to impty they have none and any expectation of responsible behavior is too much to ask. To be spedfic:l believe CNN 

had the responsibility to act as human beings and be sensitive to their loss when they first approached the family. 

I believe CNN had a responsibility to not make promises to the family it would not keep. 

If that's too mudl to ask, I believe CNN had at the very least a responsibility to make their intentions on the use of Olris's diary dear 

to the· family frqm the outset. 

I believe CNN had a responsibility to not deceive its own viewers for more than 48 hours on the source of their reporting, using 
. . ' 

convoluted attribution they themselves had to darify, before admitting it was the diary they were relying on_. 

l believe that when they finally did admit to using Chris's diary, they had a responsibility to their viewers and to·the family to explain 

why they broke their pledge. 

I believe that many within CNN agree with everything I'm saying. 

More than anything else, I believe that CNN • since they had already read every word of the diary before calling the family o~ Friday 

the Hth, the day Chris's remains were returned home • had all the information they needed at that point to m<jke an editorial decision 

on whether the cOntents of the diary compelled them to report on it. I believe the time to invoke their standard.s to justify uSing the 

diary came six days late. I believe that CNN, if they felt strongly that th~y had an obligation to use the diary should never have 

presented the family with a choice in the first place that they'd later disregard. 
HRC·9741 
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I don't beli~ve that q.lN·s~~uld get <:"edit for issuing a _flimSy oonfessi~n only ~h~n caught with their hands in th, c:ooki~ jar. I believ~. 
·the statement om iJsued ,late last night, 24 hours after Anderson Cooper's ill-conceived statement on alr, ba~Jiy·~ys they agreed 

• ~ot to. use it until th~~ didn't feel like it ~nymore, an~ only admitted to it when they w~re about to be caught. I dbn't' believe. that's .. · 
. ·-- • ---.. .. - __ lil_;, ____ j_ --- -- ... ... - . l 

::.

0

:: :I~:~u peo~e. an.r ta~~-~ .:= ~-v~~ti~ ~~ =-~=~-:~and :c=b~-~ran~, - --.-
. . . . . I . : . ·.. . . . I . . . 

wou_ld ·~gr~.~t it's important for a news organization to maintain itS own integrity if it Is to be trusted. That beQi.ns with keeping its I·. . . . . . . . 
wo~. If you can't manage that, then don't. give it. . . 

. I . .-.·. . . 
I reali~~ that the ~a~ this wor1<s Is that you only you get to ask. me questions, but I have one f~r yo~:_ if _you wer~ ~~· ·Be~gh~zi, .went to . . .

the' scene of the atta¢k. fou~ the ambassador's diary, read every word of it. would you have called them and asked their permission to · ·· ·.. 1.· · · ·· · · · · . . ·- -·. ·1 · · -- · ·. --
u~ it~ then when you weren't granted that permission ~gree that.'(ou wouldn't use it in any way, and then a few days later just Change .. 

your mind? 

' ' 
' . ' 

If. the ariswer is yes', then .you obviously agree that CN~ handled this perfectly .fine. 
. . I . . . .:,:_ · 

, . . . , .· I . . ·- . . .... . . .. . 
If the: ~nsw~ __ is no, i! you woufd have dedded i~- c:Ontents demanded reporting immeqla~~. "pw would you hav: ~~~led :this 

differently then CNN? · · · · · ; . ·. . - I 
And you should: feel fr~to use every word ·aoo.;e, in Its, entirety. Though I suspect you won't. 

Philippe 

.'·· . 

. : J 
- ' ~-....,....--------;,--------

·- · From: Michael Hastings 
·. . . ·. t . . ,. 

· Sent: Sun~ay; ·September 23, 2012 12:04 .PM .. . -- I . . 
. To:, ~eir&es, Phllip'j 1 ec:. Nuland, Victoria J 
SubJect: :Re: RequeSt for comment 

/ .. 
.Philippe: 

. i 

.I' 

Thanks Jor getting back to me: No, you· read my e~il oorrectty-1 found your 'statement to CNN off~nsive . . 

F;: my ,_.a;ve[ the sooNia; here t. that the StatO Departmeflt hadsudl ;Oacleq~ sewrity _,clures in ~ lliat foor, · . · 
. : .· .. ·.. I . . . . - . . . . . . . · I - - . ' ... ". 
Al'!lericans were killed. And then the Ambassador's diary··and who knows what else-was left behind. for anyone to pick up ~ Thankfully, 

: : i~ was CNN·-and. not'~l Qaeda or 'some. Other militia-that found It and was ab~ to return .it to the family. That c1~ used portions~ of the · . I . . I . 
~a~~ri.~l in_the'dlary rey.found at the scene---material ~hat appears to contra~.~~ the offidal version_.of ev~nts that State/WH has ~n: -

:. putting out-is completely in line· with practic:e5·9f good jou~lism. ·. . 

: · ... ·- _··' .l . ' . - . . . . ~ : . . 

· I do.n't know ho~. inlolv~. Arwa Damon has~ in this. But for what it's~~ Arwa, is:<>ile of th~ best war ar;respoodeilts wo~ng 
tod(ly. She's conststentJy nsked her life to get these stories, and to find out what actually happens 1n these ronfltct zones.! do agree 

·· .. ·. =nmp~:~~~t=:~.n~ ~: ~~=~';:=~=;~: :::::::::.:::: :t~:f:, :.o;; = 
'· . · -· · .. ~RC 9742· 
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forced to ftee Benghazi--again, because of such inadequate se<:\.lrity, leaving behind aft sorts of sensitive information--tells us m<>re 

about DoS than CNN. 

The misinformation· here seems largely to.l:ie ooming from Stabf ana the ·administration. The defense·t:natthe administration ·has 

offered that there was no intelligence warning of an attacl< is weak. If there was no intel, then clearly the OA ~nd other intet agents 

stationed in Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was intel, then we have some kind of cover-up--whether out of 

incompetence or ass covering before the election or just the trauma of losing four good men, it's hard for me to say at this point. 

All the best, 

Michael 

On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, Philippe I wrote: 

Why do you bother to ask questions you've already dedded you know the answers to? 

From: Michael H~stings 

Sent: Sunday, september 23, 2012 12:50 PM 

To: Reines, Phil,ippe ICc: Nuland, Victoria l 

Subject: Re: Request for comment 

Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a change? 

On Sun, Sep 23~ 2012 at 1:38 PM, Reines, Philippe t wrote: 

I now understand why the official investigation by the Department of the Defense as reported by lhe Army Times The Washington 

Post conduded beyond a doubt that you're an unmitigated asshole . 

. 
How's that for a non-bullshit response? 

Now that we've gotten that out of our systems, have a good .day. 

And by good day, 1 mean Fuck Off 

From: Michaef Hastings 

Sent: Sunday, Se.ptember 23, 2012 01:40 PM 

To: Rejnes, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J 

Subject: Re: Request for comment 

Hah-I now under$nd what women say about you, too! Any new complaints against you lately? 
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On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:48PM, Reines, Philippe I wrote: 

T~lk ebout bullshit - answer me thi9: Do you only truffle in lie!:, or are you on the ground floor of cr~<3tin!) thP.m? 

And since Fuck Off Wasn't dear enough, I'm done with you. Inside of 5 minutes when I can Jog into my desktop; you'll be designated 

as Junk Mail. 

Have a good life Michael. 

From: Michael Hastings 

Date: Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:50 PM 

Subject: Re: RequeSt for comment 

To: "Reines, Philippe I" Cc: •Nuland, Victoria J• 

I'll take that as a non-denial denial. 

All the best, 

Michael 
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From: 
Sent:·· 
To: 

b6 Per FBI 
b7C Per DOS , FBI 

Subject: FW: tate/ emails behind the Chris Stevens diary argumenl.. 
Attachments: image001.jpg; image002.png 

Good on you I We support you I 

b6 Per FBI 
b7C Per DOS , FBI 

u.s. Mission Ba~hdad Iraq 

Subject: State/CNN emails behind the Chris Stevens b6 Per FBI 
b7C Per FBI, DOS 

I have to say I probably would have reacted lik~ j ... 

·. Hillaty· Clinton Aide Tells Reporter TQ ''Fuc~ 
Off'~ And ''Have A Good Life" 
As the State Department's story about what happened in Benghazi crumbles, Clinton's personal spokesperson, Philippe 

Reines, loses his temper. "Have a good day. And by good day I mean Fuel< Off." 

' 
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Ointon and Reines in China in 2010. Source: farmS.staticf!ickr.oom 

Posted Sep 24; 2012 1:11pm EDT 

On Sunday morning, Buzzfeed correspondent Michael Hastings emailed Philippe Reines, Hillary Ointon's lorigtime aide and personal 

spokesman at the State Department, asking a series of pointed questions about State's handling of the Benghazi fiasco, and Reines' 

over-the-top att:lck on CNN. The emails quickly got personal, with Reines cafling .Hastings an ~unmitigated asshole" before an exchange 

of harsh words on both sides. 

The email chain conduded with Reines writing that Hastings should "fuel< Off" and ••Have a good life." 

The full exchange (with one typo fixed) is below. 

From: Michael Hastings 

Sen.t: Sunday, September 23, 2012 10.:32 AM 

To: Reines, Philippe I 

Subject: Request for comment 

Hey Philippe: 

A few quick questions for you. Why didn't the State Department search the consulate and find AMB Steven's diciry first? What other 
I ~ 

potential valuable intelligence was left behind that oould have been picked up by apparently anyone searching the grounds? Was any 

dassified or top sea~t material also lett? Do you still feel that there was adequate seeurity at the .oompound, considering it was not 

only overrun but sensitive.personal effects and possibly other intelligence remained out for anyone passing through to pick up? Your 
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·.'. · 

,.· 

'.! . . . . . .. . 
·.: .. 

:' , . .. .. 

. . · .. •, . . . i . ·: . ·.. . . . !. . . . '. . . ) . . . . . 
. . . :~,statement :on ~N"59.unded pretty defensive-do you ~ink it's the media's responsi~ility to help secure State Oe~~ent ~ssets 

/: ... ~-oversea.s atte_~. ;er..-11 .-_ atta~ .·.· .· .· • • I . . .. ·. ' > 

' i. 

. ~etme know W !"Tve a ~rd.M~ae~ . . · . . . . .. . 

. . . l .· . . . . , . .; . . . , · . . 
On Sun, Sep·23,·2o12 at 11:28 AM, Reines, .Philip~.I wrote: ·; , ~ .l ... . .· ·. . . ·I ._:-.:· . . . . . . . . .. . ·. -· ... : ·. . . .···· .. 
GOOd m~~fnsJ Mlcha~l . . . . . . : .. ·-~. - ·.' . - . ·' _, . .. -~·· 

.J'ni a~ing ~v q>J~;r oria Nulan!l who 1 be!.~ .Voukn~w. ~hils ~dd~~ ~ .riud\ i,;'~~. ques!iPns bOI<>~i! .d~p,;d her daily i .. ;,/ ; · 
::-."' .·- ' I ·I "• • • .• · .... • . • '. . •. • • • . • • . ·.1·. I . . ~· 
·. ' briefmgs, _~ .I 'll le~ ~e_r :Weigp in to re~f_nd you 0!.-what's alreadY been thorou~hly a~~ered . .. ~ .f~ a~ the !~r'l~_of. f1'1Y, e~a.ll,_. I think ··. . , 

you're m.tsre,ading.mine ~s much as I'm 'misreading yours as being needlessly antagonistic. . ·. : . . :· . . . : . : 
. . . . - . · .. t - . '. . . . - . . '.: . . : . . . ': . . . 

B~· on you~ -~u~-i~~~-pe~ln.in6_}o cNN's handling of the diary: . ;. . . ·.- .. ,,. · · ... 

· . · · ... . .. ... ' l···· .-. ·. ·. -· · · · · ··.: ... · I, . , · ··· · 

,;.• .. 

.• Yqu·knoyithat ~11 U~G PerSonnel were evaruated from Benghazi a~'r the attack. So I'm n~t stire ~~y yo~'re asking w~y· State .didn't .. 
· · · .. ·•· · find the~ dia·~ ·first. · . ··)'.':· · ' . .. · . . . . .' .. 

. .. ·:;. 

. ,: : ~- On. material, -,I'll!~ Toria reiterate, but the ansvie~ is no. Though··~ou might want to ask CNN. if they' toOk a~~ing else fr9m ·the crl;ne. ·. ·" 

.. . : ...... ·. I . ·: ·. . ' . . .. . . . . . . I .· . 
.. : .. __ .sce~eth.at'they~_aven't-'y~told .anyoneabout. - . .. . . ~ ;· _ ' .,; · , . ·., ,:: . : ._

1

.: ·. .. ·. . · .. ·,_.._ 

• . , ·. I. . . . . :. , :r . . .. .-; " . . ·. · 

. .: • -In.t~~s of th~ m¥ia's responsibility, I'll ~rt wit:t1 ~eJ?utlartdish sta~ment tf!at I belieVe the,medi~ (f~s have rers>olislbili_~es: .)'our . · : 

. .~ · q'uestion 'seems· t:O :itply !itev ·ha~. none a11d a~~ -~peditbon of respo~slble ~havi~~ ~~-:~ ~uch to· as~ T~ ~~s~fic:t' be~i~~e CNt·{ ·, :·. ·: :_~ 
· . ha~ the res~:sibi_litY ~-~ct as hu~':' ~ings a_~C!. be ~~~itive•to their loss _when .~ey first ;~P_P~o_a~ed th~ fa mil~::: I · · .. " ·· · ·. 
. . i ~~eve CNN.~ad.-a responsibility ton~ mak~ pro~i~s-~th~ raniny.it:Wutd:riot keep. · . -: .. .:. .... . •. , .. ~ 

. . , .... . ·,;... . . ", . ·. , . ;' . . . . . . ' 

If th~~s too m~~~:t(fask,J beti~ CN.N had ai·.the _ver{lea~.~--~ponsibllttY ~:make their.:intentlons on the' u~ or'~ris's ._dia~ dea~ 
· .. ·. · to .thetamilyfronf~e~utset. · . · · ..... .. · · . · ·. · ..... :. . ·· · .. . :/ , ·.::). ·~ · ' ·.': .. : ~ . , l . ' . . ... , .. ' l . ··... • '·· 

.. / ~.·tNN h~ ~~~~~Qy I!> not~ ~ ~n ~ewers tor moie tfia~ 4shours On th~ sou""' ;~¥. ,.J,b·r"~ . . '. 
. , 'P""?Med attn~r they- had todanfy, ~ admdting ot~ ~ ma~ they were r8~ng on. .I . .. i • .: ' 

.. .. .· I beli~,(.~ .that when .they finally did admit to using Ouis's diary, they had a responsibility to their viewers and ~o .th~ family to expl~in · · .-· . · · .. 
. • ... '· . . . ·. · .. ··1··. . . .• . . .• . . .- .. : •. • . • .· .. 

... ·-: :· why. they bio~e their pledge; _ .. · · ·., .• · · .. : ~ · · · · .. · .. 

. •. . . I beu:...:at ~any Lin CNN agree with eveoything I'm ..;ylng. · • . .:; ' • , 

.• .... .. ··· 

_;: . :· ·. ·. f .· .·_ .. · :• -~ .. . ·. : ... :<j· . :· , ·: ... ;,· 
· Mor~~~a~ an_~~~~ f~se~: I beli_e:e that CNN- sin~ they ha_d _already read eve:~-"':ord ~f the diary;be~o~e_c.a~u~y the{ami_l~. ~?· F~i~·~( ~- .' _·; 

the 14th,-the day 01ns's remams were· returned home- had all the information they needed at that.pornt to ma~e·an editonal dedSton · ... :. _,. . . : ·. I . .- . . . , · .. .. ;. . . . . : , , : . : . :~ · .1 . . · ... ;_; .. ,. . ::. . 
<?n whether the:cxiritents Qf the diary compelled them to report on it. I believe:th.e time to invoke their standards to justifY. "'sing th,~ ·. 

•:; : ·! :dia~-cat:J1e ~ix days late. I ~Heve .that CNN, if they felt strongly th~t they ~ad im ·obligation to·use the diaiv,·sh~~ld ~~r' ii~~ .. · . 

•. P~¢ ~~ funUI~ _.tha chol~ m ~:.~~that ~d 1~3d~!.e9~id, . . ·. ... ;:_. '• ., :, ~ hC~Hl~7 .'. ' . . 



I don't believe that CNN should get credit for issuing a flimsy confession only when caught with their hands in ~e cookie jar. I believe 

the statement CNN issued late last night, 24 hours after Anderson Cooper's ill--conceived statement on air, basically says they agreed 

riot to use it until they didn't feel like it anymore, and only admitted to it when they were about to be caught. I ?on't believe that's 

lastly, I believe that you of all people, after famously being accused of violating agreed upon ground rules and questionable sourdng, 
I 

would agree that it's important for a news organization to maintain its own Integrity if it is to be trusted. That begins with keeping its 

word. If you can't manage that, then don't give it. 

I realize that the way this works is that you only you get to ask me questions, but I have one for you: if you were in Benghazi, went to 

the scene of the attack, found the ambassador's diary, read every word of It, would you have called them a11d asked their permission to 

use it, then when yau weren't granted that permission agree that you wouldn't use it in any way, and then a feY! days later just change 

your mind? 

If the answer is yes, then you obviously agree that CNN handled this perfectly fine. 

If the answer ts no, if you would have decided Its contents demanded reporting immediately, how would you have handled this 

differently then CNN? 

And you should feel free to use every word above, in its entirety. Though I suspect you won't. 

Philippe 

From: Michael Hastings 

Sent: Sun'day, September 23, 2012 12:04 ·PM 

To: Rejnes, PhilipJ)e ICC! Nuland, Victori~ J 

Subject: Re: Request for comment 

Philippe: 

Thanks for getting back to me. No, you read my email correctly--I found your statement to CNN offensive. 

From. my perspective, the scandal here is that the State Department had such inadequate security procedures In place that four 

Americans were killed. And then the Ambassador's diary--and who knows what else-was left. behind for an)'one to pick up. Thankfully, 

it was CNN-and not; AI Qaeda or some other militia-that found it and was able to return it to the family. That <;NN used portions of the 
I 

material !n the diary they found at the scene--material that appears to contradict the offidal version of events that State/WH has been 
. I 

putting out--is a>mpletely in ~"· - practi~ or good journalism. . _ I 
I don't know how involved Arwa Damon-has-been in this. But for what it's worth, A!Wa·is-one of the best war correspondents working . l 
today. She's consistently risked her life to get these stories, and to find out what actually happens in these conflict zones.l do agree 

. I . 

that the media has lots of responsibilities, arid CNN fulfilled its responsibility by returning the diary while still m~naging to Inform the 

American public of newsworthy information. So it's unfortunate that you are trying to make a scapegoat out of :CNN. That State was 
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I ' 

forced to flee Benghazi--again, because of such inadequate security, leaving behind all sorts of sensitive informa~on--tells us more 

about DoS than CNN. 

The ·~~~i-nto~ation :t.e~e ~ms targety .to · b'e-·~oming trom -state and' ilie ·a<imlniStiailori the-defense ttiaftne a~ministratit)n· ha's 

offered that there Was no intelligence warning of an attack is weak. If there was no in tel, then dearly the CIA a~d other i ntel agents 

stationed in Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was intel, then we have some kind of cover-up--whether out of 

incompetence or ass covering before the election or just the trauma of losing four good men, it's hard tor me to~ say at this point. 

All the best, 

Michael 

On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, Philippe I wrote:· 

Why do you bother to ask questions you've already decided you know the answers to? 

. . 
From: Michael HaStings 

Sent: Sunday, September 23,201212:50 PM 

To: Reines; Philippe ICc: Nuland, Victoria J 

Subject: Re: Request for comment 
.. 

Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a change? 

On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:38PM, Reines, Philippe I wrote: 

I now understand why the offi~ial investigation by the Depart:inent of the Defense as reported by The Army Times The Washington 

Post c:onc:luded beyond a doubt that you're an unmitigated asshole. 

How's that for a non-bullshit response? 

Now that we've gotten that out of our systems, have a good day • 
. ' ' 

And by good day, I mean Fuck Off 

From: Michael Hastings 

Sent: S.unday, September 23, 2012 01:40 PM 

To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J 

Subject: Re: Request for comment 

Hah--1 now understand what women say about you, too! Any new complaints against you lately? 
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On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:48 PM, Reines, Philippe I wrote: 

And since Fud< Off wasn't. dear enough, I'm done with you. Inside of 5 minutes when I can log into my desktop; you'll be designated 

as Junk Mail. 

Have a good life Midlael. 

From: Michael Ha~ngs 

Date: Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 1:50PM 

Subject: Re: Req"!est for comment 

To: "Reines, Philippe x· Cc: "Nuland, Victoria J" 

I'll take that as a non-denial denial. 

All the best, 

Michael 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I I on behalf of 

I ~
onday. Septembrr 24, 2012 1:42 PbM~----------....J 

I_ "" I b6 Per DOS , FBI 
astlngs · b7C Per FBI 

Dl'm re.ally.sorry if you are getting inundated with emails abO!Jt this but in case not, I just . 
wanted you to know it's out there 

Hillary Clinton Aide Tells Reporter To "Fuck Off' And "Have A Good Life" 

As the State Qepartment's story about what happened in Benghazi crumbles, :Clinton's 
personal spoke~person, Philippe Reines, loses his temper. "Have a good day: And by good 
day I mean Fuck· Off." 

http://www .buzzfeed .com/buzzfeedpolitics/hillarv-clinton-aide-tells-reporter -to..:fuck-off 

On Sunday morning, BuzzFeed correspondent Michael Hastings emailed Philippe Reines, 
Hillary Clinton's longtime aide and personal spokesman at the State Department, asking a 
series of pointed questions about State's handling of the Benghazi fiasco, and Reines' over
the-top attack on CNN. The emails quickly got personal, with Reines calling H~stings an 
"unmitigated ass hole" before an exchange of harsh words on both sides. 
The email chain concluded with Reines writing that Hastings should "Fuck Off' and "Have a 
nice life." · 

The full exchange (with one typo fixed) is below. 
From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, September 23, 201210:32 AM To: Reines, · 
Philippe I Subject: Request for comment 

Hey Philippe: 

A few quick questions for you. Why didn't the State Department search the consulate and find 
AMB Steven's diary first? What other potential valuable intelligence was left bf?hind that could 
have been picked up by apparently anyone searching the grounds? Was any classified or top 
secret ·material also left? Do you still feel that there was adequate .security at t~e compound, 
considering it was not only overrun but sensitive personal effects and possibly other 
intelligence remained out for anyone passing through to pick up? Your statement on CNN 
sot,.~nded pretty defensive--do you think it's the media's responsibility to help secure State 
Department assets overseas after they've been attacked? 
Let me know if you have a second.Michael 
..:...,_ _ _______ ______ _ on Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 11:28 AM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: 
Good morning Michael 
I'm adding my colleague Toria Nuland who I believe you know. She has addressed much of 
your questions below during her .daily press briefings, so I'll let her weigh in to remind you of 
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what's already been thoroughly answered. As far as the tone of my email, I think you're 
misreading mine as much as I'm misreading yours as being needlessly antagonistic. 
But on your questions pertaining to CNN's handling of the diary: . 
• You know that all USG personnel were evacuated from Benghazi after the a~ack. So I'm not 
sure why you're asking why State didn't find the diary first. 
• On material, I'll let Toria reiterate, but the answer is no .. Though you might want to .ask CNN 
if they took anything else from tne crime scene that they haven't yet told anyone about. 
• In terms of t~e media's respo.nsibility, I'll start with the outlandish statement t~at I believe the 
media does have responsibilities. Your question seems to imply they have none and any 
expectation of responsible behavior is too much to ask. To be specific:! believe CNN had the 
responsibility to act as human beings and be sensitive to their loss when they first 
approached the family. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not make pfomises to· the family it would ·not keep. 
If that's too much to ask, I believe CNN had at the very least a responsibility to make their 
intentions on the. use of Chris's diary clear to the family from the outset. · 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not deceive its own viewers· for more than 48 hours on 
the source of their reporting, using convoluted attribution they themselves had to clarify, 
before·admitting it was the diary they were relying on. 
I belie'{e that when they finally did admit to using Chris's diary, they had a responsibility to 
their viewers and to the family to explain why they broke their pledge. 
I believe that many within CNN agree with everything I'm saying. 
Mo.re than anything else, I believe that CNN -since they had already read every word of the 
diary before calling the family on Friday the 14th, the day Chris's .remains were returned home 
- had all the information they needed at that point to make an editorial decision on whether 
the contents of the diary compelled them to report on it. I believe the time to invoke their 
standards to justify using the diary came six days late. I believe that CNN, if they felt strongly 
that they had an· obligation to use the diary should never have presented the f~mily with a 
choice in the first place that they'd later disregard. 
I don't believe that CNN should get credit for issuing a flimsy confession only when caught 
with their hands in the cookie jar. I believe the statement CNN issued late last 'night, 24 hours 
after Anderson Cooper's ill-conceived statement on air, basically says they agreed not to use 
it until they didn't feel like it anymore, and only admitted to it when they were about to be 
caught. I don't believe that's much of a profile in courage. 
Lastly, I believe that you of all people, after famously being accused of violating agreed upon 
ground rules a~d questionable sourcing, would agree that it's important for a n¢ws 
organization to maintain its own integrity if it is to be trusted. That begins with keeping its 
word. If you can't manage that, then don't give it. : 

I realize that the way this works is th.at you only you get to ask me questions, .but I have one 
for you: if you were in Benghazi, went to the scene of the attack, found· the ambassador's 
diary, read every word of it, would you have called them and asked their permission to use it, 

2 HRC-9752 



then when you weren't granted that permission agree that you wouldn't use it in any way, and 
then a few days later just change you~ mind? 
If the answer is yes, then you obviously agree that CNN handled this perfectly fine. 
If the answer is no, if you would have decided its contents demanded reporting immediately, 
how would you have handled this differently then CNN? 
And you should feel free to use every word above, in its entire.~y. Though I suspect you won't. 
Philippe 
_________________ From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, 

September 23, 2012 12:04 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Philippe: 
Thanks for getting back to me. No, you read my email correctly--1 found your statement to 
CNN offensive. . . 
From my perspective, the scandal here is that the State Department had sue~ inadequate 
security procedures in place that four Americans were killed. And then the Ambassador's 
diary--and who knows what else--was left behind for anyone to pick up. Thankfully, it was 
CNN--and not AI Qaeda or some other militia--that found it and was able to return it to the 
family. That CNN used portions of the material in the diary they found at the scene--material 
that appears to contradict the official version of events that State/WH has been putting out--is . . 

completely in line with practices of good journalism. 
I don't know how involved Arwa Damon has been in this. But for what ifs worth, Arwa is one 
of the best wa~ correspondents working today. She's consistently risked her life to get these 
stories, and to find out what actually happens in these conflict zones. I do agree that the media 
has lots of responsibilities, and CNN fulfilled its responsibility by returning the diary while still 
managing to inform the American public of newsworthy information. So it's unfortunate that 
you are trying to make a scapegoat out of CNN. That State was forced to flee Benghazi-
again, because of such inadequate security, leaving behind all sorts of sensitive information-
tells us more about DoS than CNN. 
The misinformation here seems largely to be coming from State and the administration. The 
defense that the administration has offered that there was no intelligence warning of an attack 
is weak. If there was no intel, then clearly the CIA and other intel agents stationed in 
Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was in tel, then we have some kind of cove·r-up
-whether out of incompetence or ass covering before the election or just the trauma of losing 
four good men, it's hard for me to say at this point. 
All the best, 

Michael 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: 
Why do you bother to ask questions you've already decided you know the answers to? 
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_____________ .• ;...._ .. ....:.. .. :___From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 
September 23, 2012 12:50 PM To: ·Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 

· Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a change? 
________________ On Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 1:38PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: I now understand why the official investigation by the Department of the 
·Defense as reported by The Army Times The Washington Post concluded beyond a doubt 
that you're an unmitigated asshole. 
How's that for a non-bullshit response? 
Now that we've gotten that out of our systems, have a good day. 
And by good day, I mean Fuck Off 
_________________ From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 
September 23,2012 01:40PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Hah--1 now understand what women say abou~ you, too! 
Any new complaints against you lately? 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:48PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wrote: 
Talk about bullshit - answer me this: Do you only traffic in lies, or are you on the ground floor 

of creating them? 
And since Fuck Off wasn't clear enough, I'm done with you. Inside of 5 minutes when I can 
log into my desktop, you'll be designated as Junk Mail. 
Have a good life Michael. 
_____ . _· ___________ From: Michael Hastin~s Date:.sun, Sep 
23, 2012 at 1:50PM Subject: Re: Request for comment To: .. Reines, Philippe I" Cc:
"Nuland, Victoria J" 
I'll take that as a non-denial denial. 
All the best, 
Michael 
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. : .. 

··From: :. I I ·· .... 

. M~av:eotembJu 2.4. 20y 1:46 PM . · I - - . · .. : . 
.. Re: as ngs . · · . . . . 

Sent:. ···:· .. · 
· ·To: 
· Sub~ect: ·. 

· · Act\ ial.ly; you're t~e fi rst. Based on the h~adline~.' l'm gu~ssing 1 prqbably don't warit. to read this 

' I · . . 
1 . 

, I 
I 
I 
·I . 

. ' 
I 

: . b6 Per DOS, FBI 

.' b ?C Per FB_I . I .·. · . 

.: . l . . ·. :· ... , I···· .. ·: 
• I . 

. j I . . 
I .... . I . ': · .. 

'• . 

. . . .. 

i· \ .. •' • , 
. :.· . . · .. , · ..... . 

. l· . '. 
"· 

· Fro.," :I .J . . b6 P~r DOS , FBI ·· 

Sent: Monday, ~ote,ber 24, 2012 01:42.PM . b7C Per FBI, · l· 
To~ - - . . •· . . . . . ,. . I . : ,. -

· . Subject: ~astin~s · . .. '.. . . · .. . · .. . · ] . . . I .. 
. · D·m reauylorrY 'if you are gettiitg ihurld~~ed with emails about.this butin caseinot, I j~st l 

wante~ you toi know rt'soutthere . · . . . . · \ i 
Hillary Clinton Aide J;ells Reporter To "Fuck Of\" And "H~ve A Good Life" \ . \ .· ·. 

As'theSt3ie ~epartment's Story about what happened in Benghazi crumbies; ~li~to~;s I·... : 
: personal spokr~perso~ , Philippe ·Reine.s;. loses his tem~er:. "Hav~ a good ·day .. An~ by good ·l.· 

· · : day· I mean F.uck.Off:" I . !. 
· . . . http:IIWW\N~bu~eed . com/buzzfeedpolitics/hillarv-tlint~h-aide-telis-report~r -to-fuck~o~ ... 

0 i: · . 
. : . On Sunday m~rni,ng ~· Bu:ZZFeed correspondent .Mi.chael Hastiri~'s emaii~d Philipp~ Rei~~s ~ I 

· · .: Hillary Clinton•k lorigtillJe aide an~ person~l spokesni·an atth,e· State Departm~nt, :a~king · a .\ · 

· series of pointt'~ .qye~tio,ns ·abou~.stat~·s ha~dling of the .B~ngh~zi fiasc~, and R~~nes' over-1 . 
the~t~~ attaGk ?:~· CNN. The ·ema1ls qua~kly got ·personal, w1th ~eme~ calhng Hast1~gs an . I 
"unm1~1gated, a~shole"· before an excf)ange Of h~rsh W~rds QR both Sld~S. . . . .. l· . : . r. 
The email :chaip concluded with Reines writin~ that Hastings should "Fuck Off'l an'd "Have a 
~ice life.',' '.. · .l···· · .. ·· .·. · · . ·.·. .. · ' · ·· ; \ .......... . 

. . The fUII: exch~nge (wit~ one typo fixed) is below . . · · . I '· ··I 
.From·: Jvlichaei .Hast~ngs Sent: Sunday, September ·23, 2012 10:32 AM To~ R:ein~s.~ i 

. . . . . I . . •" •, ·" I . . . I· 
.· P~iliPP.E! ' .. ~~~jec~: ~equestf~r commen~ · .. .. . . 1 · • 1 

~ .. 

·Hey Pn~hppe1: . · . . .. . ·.. .·. . . . . · .. . . . ··l . . 1 

A..few quick .. questions ·tor you. Why didn't th.~. State Department' searGh the corisulat~ and fin~ . 
AMB Steven's ~i.~ry · first?'What Qther potenti.~l valuable inteiiig.ence was left b~hin~ that could .... •, I . .· " . . . 0 I I 
have beel'! picl<ech:~p by apparently anyc:me searching the· grounds.? Was.a'ny.classified or to~ 

. secret materlar\~lso .left? no y<;>u still feel t.~at there w~s ade,q~at~ secur.ity at the ~om pound, \. 
. considering it was nQt only overrun but sensitive personal~ effects and possibly· other . I · · I .. ·. . . . . . . . . . I I 

' intellige~ce -refl1lain.ed ~ut for .anyon~ pa~sing ~hrou~h t~ pick u~? .~our sta~em~nt P·~ GNN·. I 
. · .~ounded prettyJdefenslve-:-do you·thm.k1t's the med1a's re~ponstbthty to help s~cur.e ~tate · 

Department assets overseas after they've been attacked? · ·I· I . 
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Let me know if you have a second. Michael 
----____,. __________ ...:..__On Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 11:28 AM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: 

Good morning Michael 
I'm adding my colleague Toria Nuland who 1. believe you know. She has addressed much o( 

your questions below during her daily press briefings, so I'll let her weigh in to remind you of 
what's already been thoroughly answered. As far as the tone of my email~ I think you're 
misreading mine as much as I'm misreading yours as being needlessly antagonistic. 
But on your questions pertaining to CNN's handling of the diary: 
• You know that all USG personnel were evacuated from Benghazi after the attack. So I'm not 
sure why you're asking why State didn't find the diary first. 
• On material, I'll let Toria reiterate, but the answer is no. Though you might want to ask CNN 
if they took anything else from the crime scene that they haven't yet told anyone about. 
• In terms of the media's responsibility,· l'll start with the outlandish statement that .( believe the 
media does have responsibilities. Your question. seems to imply they have none and ~ny 
expectation of responsible behavior is too much to ask. To be specific: I believe CNN had the 
responsibility to act as human beings and be sensitive to their loss when they first 
approached the family. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not make promises to the family it would not keep. 
If that's too much to ask, I believe CNN had at the very least a responsibility to make their 
intentions on the use of Chris's diary clear to the family frorr1 the outset. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not deceive its own viewers for more than 48 hours on 
the source of their reporting, using convoluted attribution they themselves had to clarify, 
before admitting it was the diary they were relying on. 
I believe that when they finally did admit to using Chris's diary, they had a responsibility to 
their viewers and to the family to explain why they broke th~lr pledge. 
I believe that many within CNN agree with everything I'm saying. 
More than anything else, I believe that CNN- since they had already read every word of the 
diary before calling the family on Friday the 14th, the day Chris's remains were returned home 
- had all the information they needed at that point to make an editorial decision on whether 
the contents of the diary compelled them to report on it. I believe the time to invoke their 
standards to justify using the diary came six days late. I believe that CNN, if they felt strongly 
that they had an obligation to use the diary s~ould never have presented the family with a 
choice in the first place that .they'd later disregard. 
I don't believe that CNN should get credit for issuing a flimsy confession only when caughf 
with their hands in the cookie jar. I believe the statement CNN issued late last night, 24 hours 
after Anderson Cooper's ill-conceived statement on air, basically says they agreed not to use 
it until they didn't feel like it anymore, and only admitted to it when they were about to be 
caught. I don't believe that's much of a profile in courage. 
Lastly, I believe that you of all people, after famously being accused of violating agreed upon 
ground rules and questionable sourcing, would agree that it's important for a news 
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organization to maintain its own ·integrity if it is to be trusted. That begins with keeping its · 
word. If you can't manage that, then don't give it. 

I realize that the way this works is that you only you get to ask me questions, but I have one 

for you: if you were in Benghazi, went to the scene of the attack, found the ambassador's 
diary, read every word of it, would you have called them and asked their permi~sion to use it, 
then when you weren't granted that permission agree that you wouldn't use it in any way, and· 

then a few days later just change your mind? 
If the answer is yes, then you obviously agree that CNN handled this perfectly fine. 

If the. answer is no, if you would have decided its contents demanded reporting immediately, 
how would you have handled this differently then CNN? · 
And you should feel free to use every word above, in its entirety. Though I suspect you won't. 
Philippe 
_________________ From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, 

.September 23, 201·2 12:04 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J . Subject: 

~e: Request for comment 
Philippe: 

Thanks for getting back to me. No, you read my email correctly--1 found your statement to 
CN N ·offensive. 

From my perspective, the scandal here is that the State Department had such in~dequate 
security procedures in plac~ that four Americans were. killed . And then the Ambassadors 

diary--and who knows what else--was left behind for anyone to pick up. Thankfully, it was 

CNN--and not AI Qaeda or some other militia--that found it and was ·able to return it to the 
family. That CNN used portions of the material in the diarY they found at the scene--material 
that appears 'to contradict the official· version of events that State.IWH has been putting out--is 

completely in line with pr<;~ctices of good journalism. 
I don't know how involved Arwa Damon has been in this. But for what it's worth, Arwa is one 
of the best war correspondents working today. She's consistently risked her life to get these 
stories, and to .find out what actually happe'ns in these. conflict zones.l do agree that the media 
has lots of responsibilities, and CNN fulfilled its responsibility by returning the diary while stili 
managing to inform the American public of newsworthy information. So it's unfortunate that 

you are trying ~o make a scapegoat out of CNN. That State was forced to flee Benghazi-
again, because of such inadequate security, leaving behind all sorts of sensitive information-
tells us more about DoS than CNN. 
The misinformation here seems largely to be coming frqm State and the administration . The 
defense that tne administration has offered that there was no intelligence warning of an attack 
is weak. If there was no intel, then clearly the CIA and other intel agents stationed in 
Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was intel, then we have some kind of cover-up
-whether out of incompetence or ass covering before the election or just the trauma of losing 
four good men, it's hard for me to say at this point. 

All the best, 
Michael 
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---------~-------On Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: 
Why do you bother to ask questions you've already decided you know the answers to? 
__________________ From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 
September 23, 2012 12:50 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a change? 
_______________ · ___ On Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 1:38PM, Reines~ 
Philippe I wrote: I now understand why the official investigation by the Department of the 

Defense as r~ported by The Army Times The Washington Post concluded beyond a doubt 
that you're an.unmitigated asshole. · 
How's that for a non-bullshit response? 

· Now that we'v.e gotten that out of our systems, have a good day. 
And by good day, I mean Fuck Off 
_________________ From: Michaef HastingsSent: ~unday, 
September 23,2012 01:40PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria·J Subject: 

Re: Request for comment. 
Hah-.:.J now understand what women say about you, too! 
Any new complaints against you lately? 
_ _ _______________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:48PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wrote: · 
Talk about bullshit- answer me this: Do you only traffic in lies, or are you on the ground floor 

of creating them? . . 
And since Fuck Off wasn't clear enough, I'm done with you. Inside of 5 minutes· when I can 
log into my desktop, you'll be .designated as Junk Mail. 
Have a good life Michael. 
_ _ _______________ From: Michael Hastings Date: Sun, Sep 
23, 2012 at 1:50PM Subject: Re: Request for comment To: "Reines, Philippe I" Cc: 
"Nuland Victoria J" · 

' 0 

I'll take· that as a non-denial denial. 
All the best, 
Michael · 
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have been picked up by apparently anyone searching the grounds? Was any classified or top 
secret material also left? Do you still feel that there was adequate security at the compound, 
considering i~ was not only overrun but sensitive personal effects and possibly other 
intelligence remained out for anyone passing through to pick up? Your statement on· CNN 
sounded pretty defensive--do you think it's the media's responsibility to help secure State 
Department assets overseas after they've been attacked? 
Let me know ·if you have a second.Michael 
_ _ ____________ ___;__ __ On Sun; Sep 23, 2012 at 11:28 AM, Reines, 
Philippe ! .wrote: 
Good morning Michael 
I'm adding my colleague Toria Nuland who I believe you know. She has addressed much of 
your questions below during her daily press briefings, so I'll let her weigh in to remind you of 
what's already been thoroughly answered. As far as the tone of my email, I think you're 
misreading mine as· much as I'm misreading yours as being needlessly antagonistic. 
But on your questions pertaining to CNN's handling of the diary: 
• You know that all USG personnel were evacuated from Benghazi after the attack. So I'm not 
sure why you're asking why State didn't find the diary first. 
• On material, I'll let Toria reiterate, but the answer is no. Though you might want to ask CNN 
if they took anything else fr~m the crime scene that .they haven't yet told anyone about. 
• In terms of the media's responsibility, I'll start with the outlandish statement that I believe the 
media does have responsibilities. Your question seems to imply they have none and any 
expectation of responsible behavior is too much to ask. To be specific: I believe CNN had the 
responsibility to act as human beings and be sensitive to their loss when they first 
approached the family. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not make promises to the family it would not keep. 
If that's too much to ask, I believe CNN had at the very least a responsibility to make their 
intentions on the use of Chris's ·diary clear to the family from the outset. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not deceive its own viewers for more than 48 hours on 
the s~urce of their reporting, using convoluted attribution they themselves had to cladfy, 
before admitting it was the diary they were relying on. 
I believe that when they finally did admit to using Chris•s diary, they had a responsibility to 

--their-vJewers-and-to-theJamily_to_explain-why_the¥_br:okeJhe.ir_pl.e_d.ge_._ _ _ _____ _ 
I believe that many within CNN agree with everything I'm saying. 
More than anything else, I believe that CNN- since they had already read every word of the 
diary before calling the family on Friday the 14th, the day Chris's remains were returned home 
-had all the information they needed at that point to make an editorial decision on whether 
the contents of the diary compelled them to report on it. I believe the time to invoke their 
·standards to justify using the diary came six days late. I believe that CNN, if they felt strongly 
that they had an obligation to use the diary should never have presented the family with a 
choice in the first place that they'd later disregard. 
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I don't believe that CNN should get credit for issuing a flimsy co~fession only when caught 
with their hands in the cookie jar. I believe the statement CNN issued late last night, 24 hours . 
after Anderson Cooper's ill-conceived statement dn air, basically says they agreed not to use 
it until they. didn't feel like it anymore, and only admitted to it when they were about to be 
caught. f don't believe that's much of a profile in courage. 
Lastly, I believe that you ·of all people, after famously being accused of violating agreed upon 
ground rules and questionable sourcing, would agree that it's important for a news 
organization to maintain its own integrity if it is to be trusted. That begins with keeping its 
word . If you can't manage that, then don't give it. 
I realize that the way this works is that you only you get to ask me questions, but I have one 

for you: if you were in Benghazi, went to the scene of the attack, found the ambassador's 
diary, read every word of it, would you have called them and asked their permission to use it, 
then when you weren't granted that permission agree that you wouldn't use it in any way, and 
then a few days later just change your mind? 
If the· answer is yes, then you obviously agree that CNN handled this perfectly fine. 
If the answer is no, if you would have decided its contertts demanded reporting immediately, 
how would you have handled this differently then CNN? . 
And you ·should feel free to use every word above, in its entirety. Though I su~pect you won't. 
Philippe 
______ ___________ From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, 

September 23, 2012 12:04 PM To: Reines, Philippe I ·cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for ·comment 
Philippe: 
Thanks for getting back to me. No, you read my email correctly--! found your statement to 
CNN offensive. 
From my perspective, the scandal here is that. the State Department had such inadequate 
security procedures in place that four Americans were killed. And then the Ambassador's 
diary--and who knows what else--was left behind for anyone to pick up. Thankfully, it was 
CNN--and not AI Qaeda or some other militia--that found it and was able to return it to the 
family. That CNN used portions of the material in the diary they found at the scene--material 
that appears to contradict the official version of events that State/WH has been putting out--is 

__ c_QmP.Ie.te.ty_ioJ.in.e_witb_practice_s_oLg_o_od_jo.urnalis.oi. ____ _ 

I don't know how Involved Arwa Damon has been in thi8.""'But for wnafft's wortn.Arwa IS one 
of the best ·war correspondents working today. She's co':lsistently risked her life to get these 
stories, and to find out what actually happens in these conflict zones. I do agree that the media 
has lots of responsibilities, and CN N fulfilled its responsibility by returning the diary while still 
managing to inform the American public of newsworthy information. So it's unfortunate that 
you are trying to make a scapegoat out of CNN. That State was forced to flee Benghazi-
again, bec~use of such inadequate security, ·Jeaving behind all sorts of sensitive information-
tells us more about DoS than CNN. 

3 HRC-9761 · 



The misinformation here seems largely to be coming from State and the administration. The 
defense that the administration has offere~ that there was no intelligence warning of an attack 
is weak. If there was no intel, then clearly the CIA and other intel agents stationed in 
Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was intel, then we have some kind of cover-up
-whether out of incompetence or ass covering before the election or just the trauma of losing 
four good men, it's hard for me to say at this point. 
All the best, 
Michael 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wrote: 
Why do you bother to ask questions you've already decided you know the answers to? 
_________________ From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 

September 23, 201212:50 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 

Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a change? 
_________________ On Sun; Sep 23, 2012 at 1-:38PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wrote: I now !Jnderstand why the ~fficial investigation by the Department of the 

Defense as reported by The Army Times The· Washington Post concluded beyond a doubt 
that you're an unmitigated asshole. 
How's that for a non-bull shit response? 
Now that we've gotten that out of our systems, have a good day. 
And by good day, I mean Fuck Off 
_________________ From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 

September 23, 2012 01:40PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment · 

Hah--1 now understand what women say about you, too! . 
Any new complaints against you lately? 
____ __, ____________ on sun, Sep 23,2012 at 1:48PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wrote: 
Talk abo~t bulishit- answer me this: Do you only traffic in Hes, or are you on the ground floor 

of creating them? 
And since Fuck Off wasn't clear enough, I'm done with you. Inside of 5 minutes when l can 

--leg-into-mY.-desktog-;:.y..o_u:ll:b~e:desigmite-c:Las-JunK=Mail. - ·-:-·-------- -- -
Have a good life Michael. 
_________________ From: Michael Hastings Date: Sun, Sep 

23, 2012 at 1:50PM Subject: Re: Request for comment To: .. Reines, Philippe I" Cc: 
"Nuland, Victoria J" 
I'll take that as a non-denial denial. 
All the best, 
Michael 
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-------------~======~~~----------------------------------------b6 b7C 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From\~~~--~~~----------~\ 
~nt: Monday. Septe,~r 24, 2012 01:42PM 

sul)ect: Hastings 

b6 Per DOS, FBI 
b7C Pe r FBI 

Ol'm really sorry if you are getting inundated with emails about this but in case not, I just 
wanted you to know it's out there 

Hillary Clinton Aide Tells Reporter To "Fuck Off' And "Have A Good Life" 

As the State Department's story about what happened in BenghaZi crumbles, Clinton's 
personal spokesperson, Philippe Reines, loses his temper. "Have a good day. And by good 
day i mean Fuck Off." 
http://www .buzzfeed.com/buzzteedpolitics/hillary-clinton-aide-tells-reporter -to-tuck-off 

On Sunday morning, BuzzFeed correspondent Michael Hastings emailed Philippe Reines, 
Hillary Clinton's longtime aide and personal spokesman at the State Department, asking a 
series of pointed questions about. State's handling of the Benghazi fiasco, and Reines' over
the-top attack on CNN. The ernails quickly got personal, with Reines calling Hastings an 
"unmitigated asshole" before an· exchange of harsh words on both sides. 
The email chain concluded with Reines writing that Hastings should "Fuck Off" and uHave a 
nice life." 
The full exchange (with one typo fixed) is below. 
From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 10:32 AM To: Reines, 
Philippe I Subject: Request for comment 

Hey Philippe: 

A few quick questions for you. Why didn't the State Department search the .consulate and find 
AMB Steven's diary first? What other potential valuable inteUigence was left behind that could 
have been picked up by apparently anyone searching the grounds? Was any classified or top 
secret material also left? Do you still feel that there was adequate security at the compound, 
considering it was not only overrun but sensitive personal effects and possibly other 
intelligence remained out for anyone passing through to pick up? Your ·statement on CNN 
sounded pretty defensive--do you think it's the media's responsibility to help secure State 
Department assets overseas after they've been attacked? 
Let me know if you have a second.Michael 

b 6 
b7C 
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_________________ On Sun, Sep 23,2012 at 11:28 AM, Reines, 
PhHi.ppe I wrote: 

Good morning Michael 
I'm adding my colleague Toria Nuland 'who I believe you know. She has addressed much of 
your questions below during her daily ·press briefings, so I'll let her weigh in to remind you of 
what's already been thoroughly answered. As far as the tone o~ my email, I think you're 
misreading mine as much as I'm misreading yours as being needlessly antagonistic. 
But on your questions pertaining to CNN's handling of the diary: 
• You know that all USG personnel were evacuated from Benghazi after the attack. So I'm not 
sure why you're asking why State didn't find the diary first. 
• On material, ·I'll let Toria reiterate, but the answer is no. Though you might want to ask CNN 
if they took anything else from the crime scene that they haven't yet told anyone about. 
• In terms of the media's responsibility, I'll start with the outlandish statement that t" believe the 
media does have responsibilities. Your question seems to imply they have none and any 
expectation of responsible behavior is too much to ask. To be specific: I believe CNN had the 
responsibility fo act as human beings and be sensitive to their loss when they first 
approached the family . 
. I believe CNN had a responsibility to not make promises to the family it would not keep. 
If that's too much to ask, I believe CNN had at the very least a responsibility to make their 
intentions on the use of Chris's diary clear to the family from the outset. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not deceive its own viewers for more than 48 hours on 
the source of their reporting , using convoluted attribution they themselves had to clarify, 
before admitting it was the diary they were relying on. 
I believe that when they finally did admit to using Chris's diary, they had a responsibility to 
their viewers and to the family to explain why they broke their pledge. 
I believe that many within CNN agree with everything I'm saying. 
More than anything else, I believe that CNN.- since they had already read every word of the 
diary before calling the family on Friday the 14th, the day Chris's remains were returned home 
- had all the information· they needed at that point to make an editorial decision on. whether 
the contents of the diary compelled them to report on it. I believe the time to invoke their 
standards to justify using the diary came six days late. I believe that CNN, if they felt strongly 
that they had an obligation to use the diary should never have presented the family with a 
choice in the first place that they'd later disregard. 
I don't believe that CNN should get credit for issuing a flimsy confession only when caught 
with their hands in the cookie jar. I believe the statement CNN issued late last night, 24 hours 
after Anderson Cooper's ill-conceived statement on air, basically says they agreed not to use 
it until they didn't feel like it anymore, and only admitted to it when they were about to be 
caught. I don't believe that's much of a profile in courage. 
Lastly,·! believe that you of all people, after famously being accused of violating agreed upon 
ground rules and questionable sourcing, would agree that it's important for a news 
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o~ganization to maintain its own integrity if it is to be trusted. That begins with keeping its 
word . If you can't manage that, then don't give it. 

I realize that the way this works is that you .only you get to ask me questions, but I have one 
for you: if you were in Benghazi, went to the scene of the attack, found the ambassador's 

. diary, read every word of it, would you have called them and asked their permission to use it, 
then when you weren't granted that permission agree that you wouldn't use it in any .way, and 

· then a few days later just change your mind? 
If the answer is yes, then you obviously agree that CNN handled this perfectly fine. 
If the answer is no, if you would have decided its contents demanded reporting immediately, 
how would you have handled this differently then CNN? 
And you should feel free to use every word above, in its entirety. Though I suspect you won't. 
Philippe 
_________________ From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, 

September 23, 2012 12:04 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Philippe: 
Thanks for getting back to me. No, YO!J read my email correctly--! found your statement to 
CNN offensive. · 
From my perspective, the scandal here is that the State Department had such inadequate 
security procedures in place that four Americans were killed. And then the Ambassador's 
diary--and who knows what else--was left behind for anyone to pick up. Thankfully, it was 
CNN--and not AI Qaeda or some.other militia--that found it and was able to return it to the 
family. That CNN used portions of the material in the diary they found at the scene--material 
that appears to contradict the official version of events that State/WH has been putting out--is 
completely in line ·with practices of good journalism. 
I don't know how involved Arwa Damon has been in this. But for what it's worth, Arwa is one 
of the best war correspondents working today. She's consistently risked her life to get these 
stories, and to find out what actually happens in these conflict zones .I do agree that the media . 
has lots .of responsibilitie.s, and CN N fulfilled its responsibility by returning the diary while still 
managing to inform the American public of newsworthy information. So it's unfortunate that 
you are trying to make a sca.pegoat out of CNN. That State was forced to flee Benghazi-
again, because of such inadequate security, leaving behind all sorts of sensitive information-
tells us more about DoS than CNN. 
The misinformation here seems largely to be coming from State and the administration. The 
defense that the administration has offered that there was no intelligence warning of an attack 
is weak. If there was no intel, then clearly the CIA and other intel agents stationed in 
Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was intel, then we have some kind of cover-up
-whether out of incompetence or ass covering before the election or just the trauma of losing 
four good men, it's hard for me to say at this point. 
All the best, 
Michael 
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_________________ On Sun, Sep 23,. 2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: 
Why do you bother to ask questions you've already decided you know the answers to? 

-------~---,--------From: Michael HastlngsSent: Sunday, 
September 23, 2012 12:50 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a change? 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012· at 1:38PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: I now understand why the official investigation by the Department of the 
Defense as reported by. The Army Times The Washington Post concluded beyond a doubt 
that you're an unmitigated asshole. 
How's that for a non-bullshit response? 
Now that we've gotten that out of our systems, have a good day. 
And by good day, 1 mea~ Fuck Off 
_________________ From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 
September 23, 2012 01:40PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J . Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Hah--1 now under~tanq what w~men say about you, too! 
Any new complaints against you lately? 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:48PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wr()te: . . .. 
Talk about b~llshit- answer me this: Do you only traffic in lies, or are you on the ground floor 

of creating them? 
And since Fuck Off wasn't clear enough, I'm done with you. Inside of 5 minutes when I can 
log into my desktop, you'll be designated as Junk. Mail. 
Have a good life Michael. 
_________________ From: Michael Hastings· Date: Sun, Sep 

23, 201.2 at 1 :~0 PM Subject: Re: Request for comment To: "Reines, Philippe I" Cc: 
"Nuland, Victoria J" 
I'll take that as.a non-denial denial. 
All the best, 
Michael 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject; 

Ugh. What an a .. h ... 

Monday, Septemhfr 24, 2012 2:23PM 

Re: Aasbngs 
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-Fr_o_m~~---*--------r~ --.--------.------------------------------------------:~c 

Sent: Monaay. seotemf)er 24, 2012· 01:46 PM 
To~J.....---------~1 
Subject: Fw: Hastings 

From: Melissa Turley [mailt 
Sent: Monday, Se ember z~r,_,.,.__,~~::-:-----__. 
To 

b6 Per DOS , FBI 
b7C Per FBI 

Ol'm really s~rry if you are getting inundated with e~ails about this but in case not, I just 
wanted you to know it•s out there 

Hillary Clinton Aide Tells Reporter To "Fuck Off' And ••Have A Good l:-ife" 

As the State .Department•s story about what happened in Benghazi crumbles, Clinton's 
personal spokesperson, Philippe Reines, loses his temper. "Have a go<;>d day. And by good 
day I mean Fuck Off." 
http:f/www. buzzfeed.com/buzzfeedpolitics/hillary-clinton-aide-tells-reporter -to-fuck-off 

On Sunday motning, BuzzFeed correspondent Michael Hastings emailed Philippe Reines, 
Hillary Clinton·s longtime aide and personal spokesman at the State Department, asking a 
series of pointed questions about State's handling of the Benghazi fiasco, and Reines' over
the-top attack on CNN. The emails quickly got personal, with Reines calling Hastings an 
"unmitigated asshole" before an exchange of harsh words on both sides. 
The email chain concluded with Reines writing that Hastings should "Fuck Off' and "Have a 
nice life." 
The full exchange (with one typo fixed) is below. 
From: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 10:32 AM To: Reines, 
Philippe I Subject: Request for comment 

Hey Philippe: 

b6 
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A few quick questions for you . Why didn't the State Department search the consulate and find 
AMB Steven's diary first? What other potential valuable intelligence was left behind that could 
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have been picked up by apparently anyone searching the grounds? Was any classified or top 
secret material also left? Do you still feel that there was adequate security at the compound, 
considering it was not only overrun but sensitive personal' effects and possibly other 
intelligence remained out for anyone passing through to pick up? Your statement on CNN 
sounded pretty defensive--do you think it's the media's responsibility to help secure State 
Department assets overs~as after they've been attacked? 
Let me know if you have a second.Michael 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at ~ 1:28 AM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: 

Good morning Michael 

I'm adding my colleague Toria Nuland who I believe you know. She has addressed much of 
your questions below during her daily press briefings, so I'll let her weigh in to remind you of 
what's already been thoroughly answered. As far as the tone of my email, I think you're 
misreading mine as much as I'm misreading yours as being needlessly antagonis.tic. 
But on your questions pertaining to CNN's handling of the diary: 
• You know that all USG personnel were evacuated from Benghazi after the attack. So I'm not 
sure why you're asking why State didn't find the diary first. 
• On material, I'll let Toria Jeiterate, but the answer is no. Though you might want to ask CNN 

· if they took anything else from the crime scene that they haven't yet told anyone about. 
• In terms of the media's responsibility, I'll start with the outlandish statement that I believe the 
media does have responsibilities. Your question seems to imply they have none and any 
expectation of responsible behavior is too much to ask. To be specific: I believe CNN had the 
responsibility to act as human beings and be sensitive to their loss when they first 
approached the family. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not make promises to the family it would not keep. 
If that's too much to ask, I believe CNN had at the very least a responsibility to make their 
intentions on the use of Chris•s diary clear to the family from the outset. 
I believe CNN had a responsibility to not deceive· its own viewers for more than 48 hours on 
the source of their reporting, using convoluted attribution they themselves had to clarify, 
before admitting it was the diary they were relying on. 
I believe that when they finally did admit to using Chris's diary, they had a responsibility to 
their viewers and to the family to explain why they broke their pledge. 
I believe that many within CNN agree with everything I'm saying. 
More than anything else, I believe that CNN- since they had already read every word of the 
diary before calling the family on Friday the 14th, the day Chris's remains were returned home 
- had all the information they needed at that point to make an editorial decision on whether 
the contents of the diary compelled them to re.port on it. I believe the time to invoke their 
standards to justify using the diary came six days late. I believe that CNN, if they felt strongly 
that they had an obligation .to use the diary .should never have presented the family with a 
choice in the first place that they'd later disregard. 
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I don't believe that CNN should get credit for issuing a flimsy confession only when caught 
with their hands in the cookie jar. I believe the statement CNN issued late last night, 24 hours 
after An~erson Cooper's ill-conceived statement on air, basically says they agreed not to use 
it until they didn't feel like it anymore, and only admitted to it when they were about to be 
caught. I don't believe that's much of a profile in courage. 
Lastly, I believe that you of all people, after famously being accused of violating agreed upon 
ground rules and questionable sourcing, would agree that it's important for a news 

·organization to maintain its own integrity if it i's to be trusted. That begins with keeping its 
word. If you can't manage that, then don't give it. 

I realize that the way this works is that you only you .get to ask me questions, but I have one . 

for you: if you were in Benghazi, went to the scene of the attack, found .the ambassador's 
diary, read every word of it, would you have called them and asked their permission to use it, 

. then· when you weren't granted that permission agree that you wouldn't use it in any way, and 
then a few days later just change your mind? 
lf the answer is yes, then you obviously agree that CNN handled this perfectly fine. 
If the answer is no, if you would have decided its contents demanded reporting immediately, 
how would you have handled this differently then CNN? 
And you should feel free to use every word above, in its entirety. Though I suspect you won't. · 
Philippe 
_________________ Fron:-: Michael Hastings Sent: Sunday, 

September 23, 201212:04 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment . 
Philippe: 

Thanks for getting back to me. No, you read my email correctly-~ ! found your statement to 
CNN offensive. 
From my perspective, the scandal here is that the State Department had such inadequate 
security procedures in place that four Americans were killed. And then the Ambassador's 
diary--and who knows what else~-was left behind for anyone to pick up. Thankfully, it was 
CNN--and not AI Qaeda or some other militia--that found it and was able to return it to the 
family. That CNN used portions of the material in the diary they found at the scene--material 
that appears t~ contradict the official version of events that State/WH has been putting out--is 
completely in line with practices of good journalism. 
I don't know how involved Arwa Damon has been in this. But for what it's worth, Arwa is one 
of the best war correspondents workiryg today. She's consi~tently risked her life to get these 
stories, and to find out what actually happens in these conflict zones .I do agree that the media 
has lots of responsibilities, and CNN fulfilled its responsibility by returning the diary while still 
managing to inform the American public of newsworthy ·information. So it's unfortunate that 
you are trying to make a scapegoat out of CNN. That State was forced to flee Benghazi-
again, because of such inadequate security, leaving behind all sorts of sensitive information-
tells us more about DoS than CNN. 
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The misinformation here seems largely to be coming from State and the administration. The 
defense that the administration has offered that there was no intelligence warning of an attack 
is weak. If there was no intel, then clearly the CIA and other intel agents stationed in 
Benghazi weren't doing their jobs well. If there was intel, then we have some kind of cover-up
-whether out of incompetence or ass covering before the election or just the trauma of losing 

. four good men·, it's hard for me to say at this point. · 
All the best, 

Michael 
________ _________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 12:45 PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wrQte: 
Why do you bother to ask questions you've already decided you know the answers to? 
_____ ...;.......... ___________ F.rom: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 
September 23, 2012 12:50 PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 

r· Re: Request _for comment 

l Why don't you give answers that aren't bullshit for a change? 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at 1:38PM, Reines, 
Philippe I wrote: I now understand why the official investigation by the Department of the 
Defense· as reported by The Army Times The Washington Post concluded beyond a doubt 
that you're an unmitigated.asshole. 
How's that for a non-bullshit response? 
Now that we've gotten that out of our systems,· have a good day. 
And by g.ood day I I mean Fuck Off 
_________________ ._From: Michael HastingsSent: Sunday, 
September 23, 2012 01:40PM To: Reines, Philippe I Cc: Nuland, Victoria J Subject: 
Re: Request for comment 
Hah--1 now understand what women say about you, tool 
Any new· complaints against you lately? 
_________________ On Sun, Sep 23, 2012 at ·1 :48 PM, Reines, 

Philippe I wrote: 
Talk about bullshit- answer me this: Do you only traffic in lies, or are you on the ground floor 

of creating them? 
And since ~uck Off wasn't clear enough, I'm done with you. ln~ide of 5 minutes when I can 
log into my desktop, you'U be designated as Junk Mail. 
Have a good life Michael. 
________ _________ From: Michael Hastings Date: Sun, Sep 

23, 2012 at 1:50 PM Subject: Re: Request for comment To: "Reines, Philippe I" Cc: 
"Nuland, Victoria J" 
I'll take that as a non-denial denial. 
All the best, 
Michael 
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ALL !'BI HT:r0Rl.!A1'IOH CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UHCLASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

January 10, 2016 

James B. Corney 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
604 4th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20035 

FROM1~----------------~ Initialed on each page: D 
Subject: This Statement oi I REF: Evidence about Private Emails 
Used to Transmit Classified US Government National Security Information and the Lies 
Told by Hilary Clinton and Others in an Attempt to Conceal Her Breach of National 
Security 

PROCEED IMMEDIATELY TO PAGE THREE TO READ KEY EVIDENCE WHICH THE 
FBI MAY NOT YET HAVE UNCOVERED 

The purpose of this letter to you as Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation is to 
provide evidence, which should lead to the conviction of former Secretary of State Hilary 
Clinton for lying to a Congressional House Committee investigating the situation 
surrounding what happened September 11, 2011. She told the committee and had 
repeatedly told the American people that the information in her emails and on her email 
system was not classified at the time it was put into her email system. After watching on 
television her constantly stressing to the American potential voters that that the 
classified information found on her email system was only' to be determined to be 
classified long after the fact that it been placed in her private email system, t carefully 
watched her testimony to the Congressional Committee I watched her tell the lie in her 
testimony. 

Additionally this letter should provide evidence of criminal actions by Hilary Clinton and 
her personal and official staff, including some, who were also acting while under the pay 

· of other persons and organizations such as the Clinton Foundation and its partners, in 
this crime against United States National Security. This evidence should also be used 
to convict those senior, major and minor employees of the United States directly 
involved in knowingly permitting or assisting and attempting to delay or block the 
Federal Investigation of this crime. Employees of the Untied States Government made 
a choice whether to be accomplices in these various criminal acts. The defense of "l 
was only following orders of my governmental superiors" does not work for these 
government employees unless they were actually enlisted employees of the US military. 
Only enlisted members of the US military took an oath "to the President of the United 
States and officers appointed over me." All military officers and civilian employees took 
their personal Oath to the Constitution and that oath does not mention obeying the 
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orders of the President nor does it mention following the orders of officers appointed 
over them. It is unlawful to order employees to not comply with the laws and regulations 
to protect national security. It is unlawful to impede a federal investigation and no 
employee may legally order another employee to participate in an unlawful activity. I 
personally know many of the highest ranking officials that were clearly involved with 
knowing of, permitting/allowing, ordering activities, and concealing/covering up these 
criminal acts on the behalf of Hilary Clinton. Many of these officials, in the past, 
individually earned, through deed and word, my professional and personal respect; so 
providing you this evidence is not done without personal sorrow for both my friends and 
for the Department of State and the US military, which I have been so honored to serve. 
Only a vigorous prosecution of Hilary Clinton and other employees involved with these 
crimes might prevent the repeat of unelected employees from putting the National 
Security of the United States at risk. As to their individual motives for being participants 
in criminal acts, I cannot speak; although possible reasons might be individual ambition, 
respect for high office/personal loyalty, belief in a cause or membership to a group such 
as a political party. For some it might have been a mix of more than one. 

The evidence I am providing, along with what you have already acquired, should lead to 
convictions for the many people involved. Our President has the right to pardon federal 
crimes if he or she, in the future, so chooses, but America needs its Attorney General to 
show us that no employee of the United States Government is above its system of law 
and justice. What makes us unique is Our Constitution and that is why Congress 
passed a law specifying the exact words to be used in the oath. There are legal 
mechanisms by which the Constitution can be changed, but no employee individually 
has the power to lawfully ignore their obligation to support it. 

Military Officers and USG Civilians in their Oaths swear allegiance to the Constitution 
unlike the military enlisted persons' oaths which are sworn to the President and officers 
appointed over them. This statement concerns actions taken by the former Secretary of 
State and US Government employees who were involved in her placing the National 
Security of the United States in jeopardy to its enemies both foreign and domestic. This 
statement will make a difference to Our Country when the leaders and employees of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Department of Justice, and the Attorney General 
show they share my belief in the Oath, which we each have individually taken to the 
Constitution. 

During the time that Hilary Rodham Clinton served as Secretary of State, the 
Department of State (DOS) produced a daily document classified at the Secret level for 
consumption within DOS and other USG agencies. This document was produced within 
the Office of the Secretary so that all organizations with access to the DOS classified 
internet system could read summaries of exactly what issues were briefed personally to 
the Secretary of State that day. Each of these daily classified documents began each 
paragraph with the actual classification of the information contained in the paragraph. 
An investigation that compares the emails found on the private server or emails used by 
the Secretary will show the actual classification any text which appears to be both in the 
Hillary emails and in the daily classffied document produced by her official office wi'O 
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the Secretarial I have personally read those classified DOS daily briefing documents 0 
while Secretary Clinton was in office. 

I was not aware of the private email server and the private emails used by the Secretary 
to communicate officially and privately with foreign and domestic officials, family friends 
staff, and private individuals seeking to influence the actions of Hilary Clinton in her 
official role as Secretary of State Secretary Clinton, her staff (past and present) and 
her political supporters on her behalf have been announcing that the information in 
these documents were classified only after the public discovery of these private emails 
and the private server(s). Upon learning of this situation and listening to her saying that 
the information in these emails were not classified at the time they were written, I make 
reference to the above paragraph about the daily classified document summarizing 
issues presented to her on a daily basis. A comparison of information in those daily 
summaries with the text discovered to be in the private emails and on the private server 
will show a clear proof as to when information, found therein, was known to be 
classified. 

A key piece of evidence, of who knew what was classified and when, Is contained in this 
paragraph. This evidence will also serve as proof to show that key US Government 
officials within the DOS, White House and other agencies were specifically aware of the 
private system and that it was being to used to transmit classified information known to 
be classified when it was being sent. On June 28, 2009 the Honduran Supreme Court 
instructed that President Zelaya be removed from office and the Honduran legislature 
selected Roberto Micheletti to take over as executive of the Honduran government. I 
carefully followed the reporting and news of these events as an authorized user on 
classified and unclassified computer systems belonging to the US Government while 
workjng fod Jsupportin the activities o I Uocated i r;..;.;;;&..=;...;;;;.;~=;.;;...;;~~~,...·n-ce.....,..l-a-m-a-v-o"":"id""~"~i,...ng...Jany 
classified information in this statement, w1 not expan on this issue further in this 
letter. I am prepared to discuss this issue in much greater depth in a properly secured 
location and with those agents having certain TS/SCI clearances and an FBI letter 
showing need to know. I want to make sure, in my efforts to assist with providing 
evidence, that none of my actions violate national security. I would encourage the FBI 
and DOJ to subpoena the DOS, DOD, CIA and White House to provide copies of all the 
daily secret documents summarizing of the Secretary's briefings and all cables and 
documents dealing with what became known as the coup in Honduras. I personally 
read in these documents the DOS description of the issue and possible solutions. One 
of these documents which I read stated the Secretary will be directly sending a private 
communication (email?) to the American Ambassador in Honduras with her personal 
instructions to him which would go beyond the scope of classified instruction DOS was 
giving US Embassy Tegucigalpa. At that point in 2009 I thought I possessed full access 
to everything in the DOS system and when I was unable to locate this communication I 
could not figure out why. Upon learning of the private email system and private server, I 
instantly realized the reason for my lack of success in finding her specific instruction~ 
the ambassador. v 
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This document directly provides proof that the senior DOS leaders and other agencie 
such as the White House had full knowledge of this private email system and its use for 
classified communications between the Secretary of State, her staff, and American 
Ambassadors. This is a specifically dated document and will still exist in the files of the 
DOS, which was the originator of these documents, and in the files of the addressees of 
these documents. Please bring in former Ambassador Llorens for direct questioning by 
agents authorized access to TS/SCI. 

Finding this particular document should be relatively simple now that you have been 
made aware. of its existence and been shoyvn where to look foril.. __ Possessing it is 
critical to finally getting the full and rapid cooperation from key leaders in the DOS and 
the White House. The FBI should have been made aware that these documents exist 
and the fact that they can be compared with the corresponding information in the private 
email systems used by Secretary Clinton's Staffs. both official and private. 

Early in my foreign service career one of my mentors stressed that when I was working 
for ambassadors that I should always avoid letting them have a poison gift, which he 
described as failing to advise them each time one of their requests for action must be 
denied because would be unlawful to permit or contrary to regulations. He included in 
this list; my having to warn some ambassadors of some activities which might make the 
Department of State look bad in the American press. Some people appointed to high 
positions viewed themselves as above rules and laws required of the other employees 
within the US Government. The Under Secretary for Management for DOS and his 
chiefs of security and information systems should have been able to prevent Secretary 
Clinton from being able to create and use this private server for classified information. I 
have no doubt in the FBI's and DOJ's ability to use the information in this statement to 
bring successful prosecutions against those who thought they or their bosses were 
above the law. Proper recognition must be made to the great courage that will be 
required by those reading this statement to see that Justice prevails in this critical 
situation for the future of Our Country. 

I have worked closely with the DOJ and FBI for many years during my nearl~ I 
servin in the militar and DOS. I am attachin a CV and m official efficienc.__ ___ o-.rt_a...~s 

ave mc u e my suggest1ons ase on my time wor 1ng m ey pos1t1ons 
within the Department of State especially during times of crisis. During my time od~-..... 1 
II would draft the document for signature for the Under Secretary for Management 
to'lo'iTilally make the DOS request to DOD to get their aid and support. The DOD has 
its personnel physically in the DOS operations center to manage overflight requests for 
DOD aircraft using airspace of other countries. Tracking these requests would be of 
particular interest to those investigating all actions by US Government personnel before, 
during, and after the killing of Ambassador Stevens. C) 
Details on actions suggested for those members serving the Department of Justic 
investigating this case: 
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Witnesses which could be valuable to interview: D 
A top/key witness should be the Executive Director of DOSISS this person controls all 
personnel hired to work within the staff of the Secretariat. This person controls all funds 
for use by the Secretariat and staff working in the Secretary's office. This person is 
responsible for all property management to include equipment purchases and the IT 
personnel working for them. This person supports the Operations Center and can 
provide access to all the names of those operating in the OpsCenter and the task forces 
they support. These are formed to deal with a great number serious situations 
worldwide. The OpsCenter includes staffing directly working in that facility from other 
USG agencies and maintains and serves a official keeper of all documents from all the 
task forces, such their logs and reports to include the exact date/time of all notification 
and calls made to all personnel to include Secretary and her immediate staff this 
includes all instructions and contacts with atl senior DOS officials and their duty officers. 
Each Regional and Functional bureau within DOS has a duty officer as well as all 
embassies and consulates around the world . The DOS ops center also has direct 
instant 2417 contact with DOD/CIA/NSA and the White House. Detailed logs are 
maintained by each. Critical to interviewing this Executive Director is acquire the names 
and times of duty of all personnel in the cps center during such events as the entire 
period of the killing of Ambassador Chris Stevens crisis and verifying that the FBI has a 
complete record of all drafts of documents since some officials may have a personal 
interest in concealing whether the now-official record accurately contains the complete 
truth of what happened describing the actions/ roles of all key players both known and 
unknown. Drafts sent back and forth during the polic¥ or mJblic affajr: a:oroyal process 
wm gjye you jllUCh insight into who knew what whenL __ __ I 
I j in the past and know how it is supposed to be done an w at actually 
happens. There specific procedures and fill in the blank formats for all kinds requests 
that must be followed. I I 
There will be a large number Special Security Officers (SSOs) which should be 
interviewed such as: 

1) A\1 SSOs who brought TS/SCI material to Office of the Secretary with special 
emphasis on those present when Secretary Clinton was briefed on material they 
brought. 

A) Describe procedure followed and when or if copies were made by/in the seventh floor 
office supporting Secretary. Normally no copies are permitted. But if they were: How 
were subsequent copies numbered to track who had access to them. Required is a 
written record. Must verify clearance of persons seeing or having access to these 
documents. Some special clearances have vastly more stringent rules. 

B) SSOs will have come from various USG agencies to provide briefings to only people 
specifically authorized by those agencies to see/read particular TS/SCI docume1~ They are to maintain records of the names of individuals allowed to see individuu 
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documents. Most TS/SCI documents will indicate if they are controlled by the original cJ 
classifier of the information in that document. Only the agency as the originator the 
information in the document may lower the classification of the information in the 
document. These documents will be marked showing ORCON (Originator Controlled) 
meaning if another agency wants to share that information with a person or organization 
not having the level of clearance they must obtain the authority of the original 
classification authority of that information. Only the originator may lower the· 
classification of ORGAN material. This is also used to determine who has the need to 
know if the originator has put other limiting criteria. The Secretary and anyone working 
for/with her who does not have the authority to permit anyone without that specific 
clearance to have access and must get written initials of those correctly authorized who 
are shown the document. Meeting notes must indicate the specific presence of all 
individuals present when the information of certain TS/SCI is discussed. This should be 
initialed by the individuals if done properly. NOTE: I am providing this information using 
only my memory and FBI agents should verify from the SSO of the DOS, DOD, CIA, 
NSA, N RO et al exactly the written text of all their procedures and verify that these 
complied with Federal Security regulations for the dates covering times period in effect 
when violations may have occurred. What is being looked for in this investigation should 
focus on deliberate acts by individuals not complying with the very specific requirements 
of protection of classified National Security information. Example it would take a 
deliberate act for a person to move classified TS/SCI information from a document or 
electronic device onto a device which does not have the capability to fully protect the 
TS/SCI information being transferred to it. A person could send TS/SCI information 
using an optical reader/scanner after modifying a TS/SCI document by making a copy 
after having deleted all the classifications from each paragraph and from the pages of 
the documents. This would require an enormous effort to do this regularly but is quite 
easy to achieve and does not require any particular skill or lengthy training. The 
person doing this would have to have access to the machines in the Department or at 
an oftsite. The devices capable of doing this are to only used in properly designated 
areas cleared responsible for the SSO program. 

C) Account for all TS/SCI brought out of DOS buildings not being carried by someone 
not designated as a SSO. Were any people being allowed to serve as non-pro couriers 
carrying TS/SCI documents brought out of DOS secure facilities? Were any TS/SCI 
allowed to travel with the Secretary overseas? What individuals controlled them and get 
statements from each individual stating how they were protected throughout time 
outside of DOS secure facility. This should include exactly how they were stored when 
not being actively used. Was there any time when these documents or devices used to 
transmit this level of information were not under armed guard such as Marine Security 
Guard or OS agent? Every time the Secretary travels to an overseas location this is 
mandatory. Marine Security Guards are to be present at all US embassies where TS/ 
SCI documents or devices are present. When the Secretary travels to a foreign 
location ,the USMC sends trained Marine Security Guards (MSGs) to provide thio 
service which is mandatory. The Diplomatic Security officers of DOS supervise thi 
activity. 
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2) The SSO within each agency to include the DOS keeps on file all personnel granted 
TS/SCI clearances These files include the documents signed by the individual being 
"read-on" for a particular clearance. This shows exactly what are the requirements 
for a particular level of clearance and what must be done to protect the documents to 
ensure no one is allowed access and how the tracking is maintained for these 
particular categories. These files will include the written acknowledgement by each 
individual that they have been briefed on the requirements and their personal 
responsibilities. FBI agents investigating this case should 

A) Obtain testimonies from each person that has a TS/SCI clearance that works for 
Secretary's Office and travel team and at her home and other offices or sites having 
access to the private servers being used or receiving the emails of Hilary Clinton 
while she served as Secretary of State. 

B) Verify the names of all people allowed to travel with the Secretary, who may have 
been present when TS/SCI documents were not concealed from view by proper 
cover sheets or properly stored. One should verify the level of security clearance of 
each such person in the travel party. 

3) All Department of State DS agents should be interviewed if they were on the 
Secretary's detail during the time period covered by her service in particular if there 
was a TS/SCI document or device present outside of the Main State Seventh floor 
offices, especially within or outside hotels or private residences within the United 
States or overseas. DS agents, in addition to providing physical security to the 
Secretary, are charged with protecting National Security Information. They should be 
questioned on their observations of the protection of TS/SCI in their presence. They 
are outstanding men and women for whom I have the greatest resP.ect as I served 
with them in man dan erous and difficult locations and have beenl I 

They are extremely loyal, courageous and believe very 
~--~~----~~----~ muc in t e motto of erve and Protect which belongs to all in the special fraternity of 

choosing law enforcement as a way of life. They took a personal Oath to the 
Constitution of the United States of America. Sadly some few among them may need 
need to be reminded of that Oath when questioned by the FBI. While doing so might 
insult many, all are professionals and are knowledgeable of how some bosses will 
attempt to take advantage of their characteristic of loyalty. Such bosses do exist in 
the Department of State, and I have been involved in their removal or personally 
witnessed some being protected by others high within my organization. This is 
infrequently a part of operating within human society, and one must choose when it is 
important to America, as a whole, for one to come forward. Hopefully the FBI agents 
in this case will find witnesses who agree that this situation is so serious that these 
witnesses will volunteer more information to expand your knowledge. 

As the FBI agents investigate this case, they may occasionally find people whosevull 
loyalty is not to the Constitution but instead leans more toward politically appointe 
officials. 
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All members of DOJ took the same oath that 1 did. Our Country can only continue to 
survive as the great Nation it is, if we live that Oath, even when doing so may damage 
us individually or our family's welfare. Real courage is shown when no one is looking 
and no other person may be aware of how an in ivi u I' · k · 
hel or dama e our socie . As one who ha 

Those awards recognized my actions when I had little or no time for thought. They 
really belong to those who raised or trained me and to others with me during some 
really tough moments. Real personal courage is required of those with the time to think 
of the implications of their personal decisions to their careers and families. 

It takes living through this experience to understand what I describe above.l I 
I I a top ambassador. removed for his 
criminal acts even though I had been made aware beforq lthat this 
ambassador had written a terrible efficiency report or1 f\A/ho reported 
other illegal activities by this Ambassador. In the earlier case an official inspection 
team had been sent to the Embassy to investigate following! I 
allegations and chose to write a "white wash" report of that situationt I 

~----~~~~-=-=-~~--~---=-~~-~~He wrote he did not 
have to comply with the DOS requlations since the President directlY out him in chame 
of this embassv.l I 

arranged the sending of another inspection team; this time led by a senior inspector, 
who had twice served as ambassador and was known for his high personal integrity. 
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HEREIN IS UHCLASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

OP-ED: Creating a WIN-WIN for America Out of the Shutdown, 

The continued political struggle between the Republican and Democratic parties 
damages the Strength of America, and the viciousness of this fight with one party 
seeking the total capitulation of the other party, is tearing apart the fabric of our culture. 
The ugliness of denying death benefits to our heroes' families is disgusting as is closing 
or denying access to the memorials to remember and honor our World War II and 
Vietnam veterans on the Mall and at the battlefield cemeteries. We have heard that 
instructions from the administration were to make this shutdown hurt. We just watched 
on television the Senate Majority Leader counsel the Mayor of Washington, D.C. not to 
mess this things up when the mayor tried to urge Senator Harry Reid to pass a house 
bill to fund the District Of Columbia. 

All but the most partisan Americans were encouraged with President Obama's early 
statements of Hope, Change, Transparency, and his promising to end the ugliness of 
politics in Washington. At that moment we urgently needed a restoration of our 
economy and jobs; however, the Democratic Party, holding all the cards of power, 
decided to push passage of other agendas. They made no compromises and jammed 
through their bills without any other party support, and their Speaker of the House told 
the members of House to pass a bill and then read what was in it. Most Democrats 
have marched in lockstep complying with the instructions from their leaders. The 
American people were not happy with this situation and rebelled against both the 
Democratic and Republican parties. The 2010 election brought out many people who 
had never voted before and significant changes happened in the House. Since the 2010 
election the political situation has become much worse with the Senate Majority leader 
essentially blocking nearly all bills passed by the House. All this political maneuvering 
has been driven by the upcoming 2014 election. 

The Senate Majority Leader has made the voter's task in 2014 extremely difficult by 
denying the members of the Senate the opportunity to vote on the key bills passed by 
the House. Last night on CNN's Crossfire a Democratic Senator described the actions 
of the Senate Majority Leader by denying these votes as simply a parliamentary 
procedure and then this Senator decries the Speaker's use the same parliamentary 
process to block a vote on the continuing resolution by calling the Speaker's action as 
"Holding hostages." However to this voter, there is no difference, since the Senate 
Majority Leader is holding hostage the American voter's right to know how his or her 
Senator would vote on the key issues affecting Our Country. It is time to end both 
"hostage" dramas. 

Americans want this destructive shutdown ended in what could be a WIN-WIN for 
America. We, the People, are those under the Constitution who are supposed to be in 
power. We want to be informed as to where each candidate running for the election in 
2014 stands on the issues key to us. 
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Therefore to achieve this, the President, the Senate Majority Leader, the Speaker, and 
the members of the Sepate and House of Representatives should sign a deal to end the 
Shutdown. Deal includes: 

• The Senator Majority Leader will bring to an unamended vote on the bills, which have 
been passed by the House within this session of Congress; all Senators will agree to 
vote only yea or nay on each vote. 

• The President wilt publicly agree to join the Senate Majority Leader and the Speaker 
of the House by formally accepting this proposal. The President will agree to accept 
the results of all these votes and will not veto those bills passed in this deal to resolve 
this Government shutdown . 

• After the Senate Majority Leader completes the votes on the House bills and the 
President signs those bills that pass the Senate, the Speaker of the House will bring to 
a vote an unamended "clean" bill on the Continuing Resolution. 

This deal will take time to implement; therefore, the deal might include a short term 
extension on the Debt Limit Ceiling and short "clean" Continuing Resolution. All of the 
actions should be completed by Thanksgiving or all parties to this deal agree to stay in 
Washington with no breaks until Martin Luther King's birthday. He would proud of us it 
we are successful in restoring amity to the political process. 

As one who votes but has never belonged to any political party, I served Our Country for 
over forty years as an infantry, ranger and special forces officer and as a foreign service 
officer. My only interest in this issue is keeping the United States of America strong 
both economically and in terms of national security. This shutdown hurts a strong 
America. 

Please write, call, blog and take any legal effort to convince the President, the Senate 
Majority Leader, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Members of 
Congress to sign on to this deal. If current members of Congress fail to reach this deal, 
then for the 2014 election, we should consider a clean slate of candidates from any 
party, because they could do not worse than the members we have now. 
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Title:(U//~} Declination of Bryan M. Pagliano 

Approved By:~~----------------~ 

Drafted By:'-~---------'~ 'U' 
• l 
: I 

Case ID #:I ~PRESPRO ~~) MIDYEAR EXAM; 
~------------~ MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//~) Declination of Bryan M. Pagliano 

•• 

HRC-10117 

b3 
b7E 

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7E 



DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

\U:1 est~ The captioned investigation is highly sensitive and considered a prohibited 
investigation. Additionally, the investigation is designated a SIM and has an exemption for 
uploading approved by AD Randall Colemanl I Seriall). 

iTJI Jsi!Nf7 To provide an electronic record) this document will serve as a placeholder within 
Sentinel so a document serial number can be assigned. The original document and any associated 
IA envelopes have been manually drafted and approved. The original approved and serialized 
documents are stored in a physical case file. This case file is secured in a certified SCIF, located 
at FBI HeadquartersJ l and available for inspection upon request. Requests for 
inspection will need to be approved by the Assistant Director of Counterintelligence Division. 

~//NOFORN 

HRC-10118 

b3 
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b7E 



DECL:.SSEIED BY : NSICC C87'l'l44B73 
ou 02-12-2018 

Ser ial 186 

1-"D-1036 (Rev. 10-16-2009} ... ... ,. ................. . 
~ .. r::...: .. :;. :··:.:. -~-... ,. p,.-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Import Form 

Form Type: OTHER Date: 11 /17/2016 

Title: (U/ /~ Search Warrant 

Approv ed By: SSA L~--------....J 

Drafted By: L~----------....J 

Case ID # : L~-------~ 'U' AI /+tf'j MI DYEAR EXAM; 
~ ~ MISHAN DLING Of CLASS IFIED; 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITI VE I NVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM} 

Synopsis: (0//~) Search Warrant and application for 16 MAG 7063, 
United States Dis trict Court f or the Southern District of New York . 

•• 

HRC-10122 

b3 
b7E 

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7E 



DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

IU! ~!Wf') The captioned investigation is highly sensitive and considered a prohibited 
investigation. Additionally, the investigation is designated a SIM and has an exemption for 
uploading approved by AD Randall Coleman! I serial I). 

~/~To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a placeholder within 
Sentinel so a document serial number can be assigned. The original document and any associated 
I A envelopes have been manually drafted and approved. The original approved and serialized 
documents are storej jn a physjcal case file. This case file is secured in a certified SCIF, located 
at FBI Headquarters. ] and available for inspection upon request. Requests for 
inspection will need to be approved by the Assistant Director of Counterintelligence Division. 

HRC-10123 

b3 
b7E 

b7E 



DECL:.SSEIED BY : NSICC C87'l'l44B73 
ou 0 2-12-2018 

FD-1036 (Rcv. 10-16-2009) 

~----------~l ser ial 187 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Impor t Form 

Form Type: OTHER Date: 11/2 1 /2016 

Title: {U//~) Letter from Williams and Connol l y dated 11 / 17 /2016 

Approved By: A/SSAL~--------------------~ 

Drafted By: L'------------------~ 

Case ID #:~~--------------~ 

Synopsis: (U//~ To submit to fil e a letter from Williams and 
Connol l y dated 11 / 17 / 2016 . 

•• 

~flNv?Oftlf 

HRC-10124 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

IU'1 
! ; 

IU) 

~//Nf7The captioned investigation is highly sensitive and considered a prohibited 
investigation. Additionally, the investigation is designated a SIM and has an exemption for 
uploading approved by AD Randall Coleman I lseriall). 

~~~To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a placeholder within 
Sentinel so a document serial nwnber can be assigned. The original document and any associated 
1 A envelopes have been manually drafted and approved. The original approved and serialized 
documents are stored in a physical case file. This case file is secured in a certified SCIF, located 
at FBI Headquartersj land available for inspection upon request. Requests for 
inspection will need to be approved by the Assistant Director of Counterintelligence Division. 

~//NOFORN 

HRC-10125 

b3 
b7E 

b7E 



DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

L.----------'1 Se ria 1 18 8 

~/N9F9RN-
I'!J-1057 (Rev. 5-&-10) 

lUI > • 

·u· , I 
I I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

Title: (U//~ Review of Laptop seized via 
search and seizure warrant 

Date: 11/21/2016 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-Cil3 
Contact: 

Approved By: SS~~----------------~ 

Drafted By~~--------------------' 

Case IO #:~~--------------~ (U) )(; ~) MIDYEAR EXAM; 
MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//~) Documents analysis of a laptop computer seized via 
Search and Seizure Warrant (Case No. 16MAG7063) . 

Full Investigation Initiated: 07/10/2015 

Reference: .... l _______ ___.lserial 186 

~elails: 

~~) The captioned investigation is highly sensitive and considered 
a prohibited investigation. Additionally, the investigation is 
designated a SIM and has an exemption for uploading approved by AD 
Randall Coleman I I Serial 1). 

~~~ To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a 
placeholder within Sentinel so a document serial number can be 
assigned. The original document and any associated iA envelopes have 
been manually drafted and approved. The original approved and 
serialized documents are stored in a physical case file. This case file 

~//NeFOftM 

HRC-10126 

b3 
b7E 

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7E 

b3 
b7E 

b3 
b7E 



Title: 
Re: 

~------------_.!serial 188 

~//NO!'OMf 

(U//~ Review of Laptop seized via search and seizure warrant 

ll/21/2016 

is secured in a certified SCIF, located at FBI Headquarters,~~----------~ 
and available for inspection upon request. Requests for inspection will 
need to be approved by the Assistant Director of Counterintelligence 
Division . 

•• 

~/~Pe~ 

2 

HRC-10127 

b3 
b7E 

b3 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

FD-1057 (Rev. 5-H-10} 

'---------...11 Ser ia 1 18 9 

~/}ltePeM: 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic communication 

:jf..f~~_;:.O;FICI~~-R~~-;~-: 
?.';,.·.·-·~.,,~,-:-;,'>:<o·olo:•••;'\i:.o ·: .. •,·•.:· 
.• •• ~·,··~ •• ... f ·~ ... •"~· ..... <. -. : 

Titl.e: (U/ /~ Evidence Return of 1874 Date: 12/15/2016 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-Cil3 
Contact: 

Approved By: SSA~~------------------~ 

Drafted By:~~------------------~ 

Case ID #:~~---------------...! ~U) W /i+F') MIDYEAR EXAM; 
MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//Fe~O) On 12/14/2016, WFO returned evidence item 1874 to 
a legal representative of the owner. 

Fu11 Investigation Initiated: 07/10/2015 

Encl.osure(s): Enclosed are the following items: 

1. (U//~ FD-1004 

2. (U/ /~) FD597 

Detail.s: 

on 12/14/2016, WFO returned evidence item 1874 to a legal 

representative of the owner. WFO/CI-13 requests WFO ECC have Sentinel 

reflect the correct evidence disposition. The appropriate documents are 

attached. 

~/N9P9~ 

HRC-10128 
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L..--------'1 Serial 189 

~//!feFeM 

Title: (U//~ Evidence Return of 1874 

Re: ......_-------'~ 12/15/2016 

•• 

2 

HRC-10129 

b3 
b7E 
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ALL IN!'ORlQ\.1'ION COHT AI NED 

HEREIN IS UHCL..ASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

FD-100~ 

Rev. 4-7-2015 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

EVIDENCE CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

·····-·· ·-·····. . .. -······ -----,....,--;-:----·····-···-··-------____ ., 
~ 1-:'idence l'ype: LJ General D Drugs 

f [!lDi~ital D Val hi 

0 Fircanns/Wc;p~-n-- .. 

D F' lOti ua r.:s ·~tt:anns ~<:r 

SP«ial Baadlin~t Instructions Initial R~eipt ·, I Dateand i 
I I Time ! 

j OIIAZMA'J' D l<ltcnts D FGJ Si~naturc oi"Sci7.ing !ndividual:f i 
! 0 Rcq. Charging D Fr~"t!<:c 0 Refrigerate Printed NamciAgcncyJ ! 0-1!181~0t6 
~ 0 Hioh:u:ard 

"·--· ·--1 

Reason: Initial Collection 
H ... _, .... ., ____ __J Ill .loS tiM 

i 0 Other Colkctcd By:J I l : -----· 
l 
i Agency: FBI ~ .. 

I R~liuquisllcd C - Date and Accepted Cu~ Dalcand j 
I J Time Time 

! Signature:\ I I. ? • O-+i~B~~~~ Signature: 4(a../z.;i"l 
f Printed Name! A~cnc~ I 1../j..t. ~ok Printed Name!~·: }:.~J. . ./.!:J;fl:-1 ______________ ..... ; z. t:.'l-f' ' r·· ... - -··-·· .... ·····-· . ......... _ 
~ Reason: To OTD lc...··lf- I R ' . ( 1 -~ . . ' j · c:~~on. ct.""""' . v\..._ ' 
! Relinqubbe stody Date and Accepted Custo Datc~nd ! 
I 

Time Time I I 

; s~"'"'" ~ i}(Jtl ~~~ a/Ilk ( I ·-· ! Print<:d Nanlel~ C)': I j{, Printed N· 1/IJ/ 
/ 0 ·. >I~ J Reason: 7&JL.; f';y f 

; 

/U}O<A! l Reason: R.t. """ 0 ( 111'"'-
' ! Relilaqu6bed\Custod · u Date and Accepted Cn.tni~- Dalt>and! 

! ' Time Time 

jsignatuV \ p/tJ/11.? ~ 
-----i 

i 

}2 '13·1 v· ~ Jlf8/ i ruueu '"am9' ~ ~ M! Print . li:IJ\gency: 1 I 
I 
I 

j Rca!'<ln: fy~;../,t<Yf I f ! Reason: R, ell{ 1--Y'I . / Tnt (}j' 0 V"fY' I lz ~l:tf1 ; I --

ReliDqu6bed A.. Date and Accepted Custody 
I r 

D11leand! 
Time TiPlC ! 

Signatu~ \ 
-· 

(,) ..£ '(-/~ Signature: ............... - ..... 
; 

r t•rintcd( ~ 1 I Printed N:unc/Agcn~.:v: ' ! ' ' ... · ,.~ ~ . --· -~ 
i 

~ Rca.:ron: · fl..t.-nAF1tt" /)_, cJ .. /J. I ! Rca.~on: ! 

i 
/ Rclinqubbed Custody 

I I 

Date and Accepted Custody 1 Daltsnd! 
i Time .! Time i 
I Signarure: i Signature: 

I 
1 

·-----------··-·---··-· 
~ Printed Nam.:;,.\~cnC): ; Primed NamctAgcm:y: --

I ! r---·------ ··-
j Rea.son: I Reason: 

I Relinquished Custody Date and Accepted Custody Datcand I 
! Time Time i 

Signature: Signature: 
-i 

' 
I 

------· ~ 
Printed Name! Agency: Printed Name/Agency: 

i -··-· ··- I ! Rc:as.m: J Rca~on: .... _L ___ .... _ .J ·---.. , ... -·-· .. ·-· ... ~··-·-···· ...... ···-·· .. ... __ , ........................ ~-·-.. --... --- -··- --·-· .. ···--·-···- ·-·····-··~·- .. ~··-··· 

Firearm Cerlific:ation by (PFIJSW.-\ T) I F;~plosi\'1~ Maler-i~tl Cerlifitalion by (S:\HT): 

Printed Name: NCIC: 0 
! Sig.natun!: 

Date: 
...... 1 

___ -L.. ___________ ........ t 
......... __ _____j 

IB: :r(.l 
---- .... ------....... ·--·· ... Barcode: 

cc:;~~o~y or 
·-·- -........ ,.. ....... ---·-- ..... -·.··-···-.. ··------· Ct...c ID:~.I ______ __.~----------

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b3 
b7E 

HRC-10130 



ALL IN!'ORlQ\.1'ION COHT AI NED 

HEREIN IS UHCL..ASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

CaselD: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Receipt for Property 

J 

on (dale) _1__.2 /~11=-+-/...........,to"-.,,...Jih~--- item (s} listed below were: 
0 Collected/Seized 

~ 
Received From 
RetumcdTo 
Released To 

Page ___ of __ _ 

~am~ --------=-~~~------~~----------------------------
(StrcetAd~) 7ZS Tue/f!/.. J'/red Ntltl 
(City) VV4/Iv~Jfon1 (}(, ]oooS 

Description of Item (s}; 

------------------------,£--------------·----

Received By: Re<:eived From: 

Printed Nameflltle: 

HRC-10131 

b6 
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b7C 



ALL IN!'ORlQ\.1'ION COHT AI NED 
HEREIN IS UHCL..ASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-1 0) 

Serial 190 

- 1 of l-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

On 09 February 2017 at approximately 2:00pm, S 
orted and delivered 

Date of entry s2nono1·1 

L-------------------------------~------------~----------------------~from 
FBI Washington Field Office to at the Operational Technology 

........ ~-----~------· Division (OTD) facility in Quantico, Vicginia. 

lovestigationon 02/09/201'/ at Quantjco, V.irgin:.a, United Stales (ln Persor.) 

File 11 Date drafted 02/10/2017 

bJ.:::======================================----------------This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FIJI. II is Inc prop~rty ofth~ FBI and is loaned lo your agency: it and itscomcnts arc n01 

to be distributed outside your agency. 

HRC-10132 
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ALL IN!'ORlQ\.1'ION COHT AI NED 
HEREIN IS UHCL..ASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

18-6 (5-23~7) 

Laboratory No.: 

FBI Laboratorv 
" 

Chain-of-Custody Log 

Date 

t~· I -r··11 
~. 'f t 1 I I) 

J/'1 h 1-

Time Contributor 

tj :~i.1 

ffiM PM 

Tracking No(s).: ...... __________ ---~r---~="~-----__ -_-___ ..__ __ ____. ___ _.__ _____ --~ 
---------------------· --

1-=----:--:---.::::---:---:---::--=:---:---:--·--· .. ---·----- -------------------------! 
Opened for Retrieval of Communication By: __ ........................ ·-·-·-·------ Date: _____ _ 

0 Shipping Container Damage 
'---------------------------·--------------·------' 
ECC Comments:--------------·------------------------

··-·-----.......... ---·-----..----.. ·--·-----------
___ ........_.... ...... 

Container(s) Delivered By Accepted By Date Time Remarks .T .. 
" -· ... I :.;,...., ... 

DAM 

+ OPM 
""" l':ool 

So ~· :>: ......... .:.-

DAM i= QPM 
o~ -- , ..... 

' I s._ ... , 
DAM -~ 0PM .... · ...... 

Items Received: 
·---·-r---.... --··-·-·----

S~o;~n.~·e --1 :a.~o·.c;•• 

DAM 

•.. QPM 

I 
, ..... 

I ·-- ,.. . .,. .... , 
DAM 
0PM .... ---········ ... ·--··-·-- ······--·-------~.~ 

,_., I ..... ~ .. ··-----r-·-· DAM 

Vt.il I ~· .... QPM 
---·-·-··· 

Chain-of-Custody Page __ of __ 

HRC-10133 
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ALL IN!'ORlQ\.1'ION COHT AI NED 
HEREIN IS UHCL..ASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

FD-597 (Rev. 4-13-20lS) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Receipt for Property 

Case ID: ....LN~!J1.>~..-~--...,.---..,------~-
On(date} ;)~~·----- item (s) listed below were: 

0 Collected/Seized 
0 Received From 
0.,-R.eturned To 

Page ____ of ___ L. 

J l [.j Released To 

(Name) L-------....1 (~ / C-'t.,{l_q-___ ~------------~-------
(Street Address) 

(City) 

-~e-sc-ri-~i_~_o_fl-rem--~~;.~L---------------J~fj~-------------....1~ 

------······----.. ··--····------------'------- ............ __ ·-·· .. ·--------·------·--------------.. ---···-

---------------

----....... ----------------------·-··--- _.__ ..................... _, ___ , ______ ·--··-------····--------------·--· 

----------------------
---------·------------

------------
.,_..._ __ ... , ... , ..... -

Received By: __ .,__ _________ _ Received From: 

---- ~I"\ Pt·inted Namcffitle: --Printed Name/Title: C~1/n~ --- ~-

HRC-10134 
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DECL:.SSEIED BY : NSI CC C87'l'l44B73 
ou 0 2-12-2018 

f'D-1057(Rev 5-8-10) 

L-----------A~ Seri a 1 19 1 

~/l!lOEORL+ 
;;;.);,- ..... ~~ ~ .. .. : ...... ,., ...... ; ~~ • '1··· . 
.. ,.1,· .. ::.: .. f P,,,.,, ,< lo.:• ,,,., ,,,., 

•••••• >.!:··· ••• -::~, 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communic a t ion 

Title: ( U /~) Re q ue st t o tran s f e r evi dence 
f r om FBI NY case. 

Date: 02/22/2017 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF- CI1 3 
Contact: 

Approved By: SS~L------------------~ 

Drafted By ~L----------' 

Case IO # ~'------_ ....... I .!TJ\ )~>~) MI DY EAR EXAM ; 
' ' MISHAN DLI NG Of CLASSIFIED; 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENS I TI VE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM ) 

Synops~s: ( U //~ This c ommunicat i on requests FBI WFO ECC tran s f e r 
evi dence f r om a n FBI NY ca s e to the captioned i nves t i ga t ion. 

Full Invest~gat~on In~t~ated : 07/10/2015 

Deta~ls: 

Thro ugh coordination with FBI NY field o f f ice , FBI WFO CI-13 reques ts 

WFO ECC trans fer evidence item 185 from l Ito the 
captioned case I 1. Pur suan t to a r e ques t from CI-13, FBI 

b3 
b7A 
b7E 

NY ECC has admin i st ratively transfer red the item i n Sen t inel . 

•• 

·:U) ~//MO!!"e!Ut 

HRC-10135 
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DECL:.SSEIED BY : NSICC C87'l'l44B73 
ou 0 2-12-2018 

F0-1036(Rev. 10- 16-2009} 

~----------~! serial 192 

~JNOP~ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Import F'orm 

b3 

r#.~,-c),.~;~,~·L ;.~~~D · b7E 

~~~~f.!~·.:.~-_::.:':-~:~:_::~~-~:~;·-;:: 

Form Type : DEL-REX Date: 03 /20/2017 

T~tle: (U// POeO ) OTD Digital Evidence Laboratory Report 

Approved By : SS~L----------------~ 

DraftQd By;L'--------------------~ 

Case ID # ~L-----------------1 ~/Mr) MIDYEAR EXAM; 
MISHANDL I NG OF CLASS IFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE I NVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//~ OTD Digital Evidence Laboratory Report 

•• 

HRC-10136 

b3 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

·:U) ~IN¥7 The captioned investigation is highly sensitive and considered a prohibited 
investigation. Additionally, the investigation is designated a SIM and has an exemption for 
uploading approved by AD Randall Colem~ lseriall). 

\U) )§f1Mr:')To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a placeholder within 
Sentinel so a document serial number can be assigned. The original document and any associated 
IA envelopes have been manually drafted and approved. The original approved and serialized 
documents are stored in a physical case file. This case file is secured in a certified SCIF, located 
at FBI HeadquartersJ land available for inspection upon request. Requests for 
inspection will need to be approved by the Assistant Director of Counterintelligence Division. 

HRC-10137 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

L.----------'1 Ser ia 1 1 93 
b3 
b7E 

0FFIC,AL ~IECORD . 
FD-1057 (Rev 5-8-1 0) 

~//MePOMq" 
r::~~.- .:-: ;;.-•:·r r.-<. ·:~ ""'~41;~A r' ~· ... <-
"'' "1;·"<~ ·-~ ··l'·' ::~~:· ..•. '•·· .. .. ...... ...... . ~~: '... ... ...... .....:~· 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

Tit1e: (U//~l Non-Disclosure Agreements Date: 03/21/2017 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-CI13 
Contact: 

Approved By: SSA~~----------------~ 

Drafted By:~~--------------------~ 
I I ~UJ .._,,I "'UP'\ 

Case ID #: 1 ·--------------~- ~ ~~ MIDYEAR EXAM; 
MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//~ Submits to file Non-Disclosure Agreements. 

Full Investigation Initiated: 07/10/2015 

Enc1osure(s): Enclosed are the following items: 
L (U/ /~) NDAs 

Details: 

{U//PO~O) This communication submits to the file the Non

Disclosure Agreements (NDAsl signed by case participants. The NDAs 

are attached to this communication as a lA . 

• •• 

HRC-10138 
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ALL IN!'ORlQ\.1'ION COHT AI NED 
HEREIN IS UHCL..ASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

UNCLASSIFIED/IF~ 

Physical lA/lC Cover Sheet for Serial Export 

Created l'rom: 

Package: 
Stored Location: 
SWIIIUlry: 
Acquired By: 
Acquired On: 
Attachment: 

Serial 193 
1A62 

None 
( U I I fflt10i NDAs 

2017-03-20 
(U//~) NDAs 

HRC-10139 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

FD- 1 036 (Rev 1 0-16-2009) 

L---------'1 Ser ia 1 194 

(TJJ ~7NOBORH 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Import Form 

Form Type: EMAIL Date: 04/11/2017 

Title: (U//~ Email to 
~--------------------_. 

Approved By: SSA~~----------------~ 

Drafted By: 
~------------------~ 

Case ID #= .... I ---------l~ iTJJ ~ /.H1') MIDYEAR EXAM; 
MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U/ /~) Email documenting the shipment of a hard drive to 
Arlo Devlin-Brown, Covington and Burling, LLP (attached as lA) 

Enelosure(s): Enclosed are the following items: 

1. (U/ /~) Copy of email, receipt for property, and FedEx tracking 
number 

•• 

HRC-10140 
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ALL IN!'ORlQ\.1'ION COHT AI NED 
HEREIN IS UHCL..ASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

UNCLASSIFIED//~ 

Physical lA/lC Cover Sheet for Serial Export 

Created Prom: 

Package: 
Stored Location: 
Summaxy: 

Acquired By: 
Acquired On: 
Attachment: 

Serial 194 
1A63 

None 
(U//~ Copy of email, 
receipt for property, 
and FedEx tracking 
number. 

2017-04-11 
(U//~ Copy of email, 
receipt for property, 
and FedEx tracking 
number 

HRC-10141 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

'Ui 1 
' :es1/N-F1 The captioned investigation is highly sensitive and considered a prohibited 

investigation. Additionally, the investigation is designated a SIM and has an exemption for 
uploading approved by AD Randall Col em~ I Serial 1 ). b3 

b7E 

IU! ~/fN.B To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a placeholder within 
Sentinel so a document serial number can be assigned. The original document and any associated 
IA envelopes have been manually drafted and approved. The original approved and serialized 
documents are store1 in a physjcal case file. This case file is secured in a certifi~d SCIF, located 
at FBI Headquarters_ I and available for inspection upon request. Requests for b?E 

inspection will need to be approved by the. Assistant Director of Counterintelligence Division. 

HRC-10142 



DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

b3 ~------------~!serial 195 
. . ~-OFFICIAL AECO-~D. b ?E 

FD-1057 (Rev. 5-R-10) 
~/l'fOPeM 

;:,, .:.·:: .. -·, .. ,.r,·•.:o..,.n;::; ···~:· .• ; 
:;. .·lol'"'-"' .,,, ........ _ .... ,,,:>:,;. 

·u· \ ,I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

iU'1 
I t 

Title: ~//~) Document Storage of TOF ~EeRtt 
I /SFSCIAh ACCE!SS 1?~5~1Vrf:l Evidence 

Date: 04/19/2017 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-CI13 
Contact: 

Approved By: SS~~--------------~ 

Drafted By:~~--------------------~ 

Case ID #:~~--------------~ : u :_, 'v::::. I I "'--) 
• ~ l<'f"'T MIDYEAR EXAM; 

MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: ~ ~ To document the storage of 'fOP SSGRST/ /~I"ElCIAh 
ACCEl~S FR06~~1 evidence. 

Full Investigation Initiated: 07/10/2015 

Details: 

~1/W¥1 Evidence items 1875, 1876, 1877, and 1878 contain 

information classified at the TQF SBCRBT I /SE'SOHth ACGEl99 E'R06R:Af1 level 

and can only be handled by individuals read on to the programs. As a 

result, the items identified above are stored with CI-13 in a safe 

located in the limited accessl lroom. This communication 

documents the location and requests IS-4 update the evidence logs with 

this information and remove their charge out status. 

HRC-10143 
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~ u · J, ) 

._ ______ ...,ll Serial 195 

~/MOPORN 

Title : ~//~ Document Storage of ~e~ ~Ee~~Y / /SPECT Ak ~ccggg PR06~~4 
Evidence 
Re : f-'1 = '---------. 

•• 

04 /19/2017 

~ /NO!'BiQl. 

2 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

b3 ~------------~lserial 196 b7E 
OFFICIAL RECORD ·. 

FD-1057 {Rev. 5-8-10) 
~I /M6PO!Im" 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

.'fl\ 
l ~, 

Title:~/~) Document Storage of lOP S~e~~~ 
I /SPECIAL J!t:CC~~S PRe5elftJ!Iitl Evidence 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-CI13 
Contact: 

Approved By: SSA~~--------------~ 

Drafted By:~~------------------~ 

Date : 0 4/2 0 /2 0 1 7 

Case ID #:I I (U) >-s:ZilaW1 MIDYEAR EXAM; 
~------------~ MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

(U) 
Synopsis: ¥1~ To document the storage of Tef' SElCR6T:'/&PIWiltb 
ACCE~~ ~~e~RMt evidence. 

Full Investigation Initiated: 07/10/2015 

Details: 

(ijj ~/~) Evidence item 1879 contains information classified at the 

"PeF ~E:CR!!':I//8FElCI11!:b 11!:CCE:98 f~e~l\J!~fol level and can only be handled by 

individuals read on to the programs. As a result, 1B79 is stored with 

CI-13 in safel ~ocated in the limited acces~ I 
room. This communication documents the location and requests IS-4 

update the evidence log with this information and remove 1879's charge 

out status. 

HRC-10145 
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;U' ' I I l 

L.-______ ___.1 Se ria 1 1 96 

Title: )(;;~ Document Storage of fOP sg€RST//SPEC!AL AeeBSS FROGRN1 
Evidence 

Re: .._1 _____ ----ll 04/20/2017 

•• 

HRC-10146 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG J37.J85T94 
OH 02-H-2018 b3 L.--------_.1 Serial 197 

.. ··:-::· O;~;~,~~·R-~cOAD. b?E 
FD-1057 (Rev 5-8-10) :.·:. .. ". ··. ;.,~ ... ,:,r.·~· '····· ''1.:·:.1 ... ~:· ... : 

~/M6P0&4 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

Title: (U) Receipt for Property Date: 06/16/2017 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-CI13 
Contact: 

Approved By: ss~...._ ____ ___. 

Drafted By: I I 
!U) 

Case ID #: L.l _______ __.l , XI IJ.Wi MIDYEAR EXAM; 
MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U) Receipt for Property 

Full Investigation Initiated: 07/10/2015 

Enelosure(s): Enclosed are the following items: 
1. (U) FD 597 

Details: 

(U//r~~~, On 6/15/2017 writer gave one (1) CD prepared by the 

Operational Technology Division (OTD) which was the final delivery of 

emails to the State Department,L.~--------• 

(U) The FD-597 is attached as a lA package_ 

HRC-10147 

b3 
b6 
b7C 
b7E 

b6 
b7C 



Title : 

~--------------~~ Serial 197 

~ ,lit19l?6~f 

(U) Recei pt for Property 

Re : ~~------------~ 06 / 1 6 / 20 17 

++ 

~/N9F~ 

2 
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ALL !'BI HT:r0Rl.!A1'IOH CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UHCLASSirH"C 
DATE 02-12-L018 3Y C.87i\'44B73 USIC.G 

H J.SQ7 (Kc,· 4-13-2(JI>) P11ge _ .. J .. _ .. of __ \ __ .. 

Case 10: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

____ ____;;;R;..;;;..e.;;..,;;c;;....;,eipt for Property 
l 

On (date) _lfl_JJ.5 . .} .1.1. . .... _______ item (s) listed below were: 
D Collected/Seized 
Cl Received From Iii Returned To 

~- ______ :lea~ed ~~-----·· _ ... --···---···---··-·-- ····-··-· ····· .... 

(Street Addrt!'-ss-) --. S="""'J"""'_S"'"_-_____ -_____ """"_'J.:__,..,~..-l:-~--~-----·~,_.,l ---~~--- ···--··· ... ·--·-· ···-······. -----------------·-·.. . .. ---- ····-----······· 

(Name) 

(City! _ .. __ --~-~~~9-~ .. _S) c=--- ·-------. --··---------····---······---··-----·····-·· 

Description of Item (s): ... U"). -~~-~-~-Q1_\) ___ ·: ... f.l\1\..~_\ __ ~\\~~-\-1>. ... __ Eb . .c.- _ . 

. S~'!J-. .... ~~~-0± .......... ···---·---·- ... _ ............. ···--··-·-·-··----···-----.. --------· ·----··-··-·--······-----··----- ................. . 

·---··· -······-·-·---···· ... 

. . ··-··-· .. -· ------- ·-·- -·- ···-------·····--·-····-·----------.:·-------·-··-... - ... ::~·L....:._ ........ _____ ........... ·.-·---------·--·-·--·~·-· -

. .. ·-··--------·----·· . . ..... ···--· .... ----------- ··-----·-·---·····-----··-- ·----- --- -· ----·-·- ....... ··-· ... -· 

---------···-·----------·--- -- ·-·-----····-··· 

Rec~ived B Received From: 

Printed Na Printed Name/ri --~--~ 

HRC-10149 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 01-25-2018 

FD-1057 (Rev. S-8-10) 

~----------~~302 Serial 46 

FI!!DEAAL BUREAU OF INVI!!STIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

Title: (U//~ Submit lA Date: 01/12/2 16 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-CI13 
Contact: 

~------------------------------~ 

Approved By:~~----------------~ 

Drafted By:~~----------------~ 

Case ID #:I ~302(~/bW) MIDYEAR EXAM; 
~------------~ MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM} 

Synopsis: (U//~ To submit to the file a lA associated with the 
referenced serial. 

Reference:~~------------_.~302 Serial 45 

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items: 
1. (U//~ Interview Notes from 12/31/2015 

Details: 

(U//~ This communication submits to the file a lA associated 
with Serial 45 of the captioned case and subfile . 

•• 

H C-10150 
I 
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ALL IN?ORl~1'IOH COHTAINED 
HEREIN IS UUCLASSI!.TE"C 
DATE 01- 2!1- :;:018 .3Y C87i\'44B73 liSICG 

UNCLASSIFIED//~ 

Pnyslcal 1A/1C Cover Sheet for Serial Export 

Created Prom: ~ 302 
Serial 46 

Package: 1A39 
Stored Location: None 
Summary: (U/ /POUO) Interview 

notes 
Acquired. By: 

Acquired On: 2015-12-31 
AttachiD.ea.t: (U//~) Interview 

Notes from 12/31/2015 

H C-10151 
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C.8T;'l44B73 b3 DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG 

OH 01-25-2018 r········-······-- --·--····-··· -----.b7C 

·_ ~E~~ f;~-~~~~!~; II 
FD-1057 {Rev. S-8-10) 

~/ f.MQilQiUi ";., .. , .. :: .\ ......... , •• 1'. ·····:'\" 

······-----_) 

FI!DERAL BURI!AU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic COmmunication 

Title: (0//~) Submit 1A Date: 02/12/2 16 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-CI13 
Contact: 

Approved By:~~----------------~ 
Drafted By:~l __________________ j 

!U) 
case ID i: I ~302 )<$/ jw-(} MIDYEAR EXAM; 

MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//~ To submit to the file a lA associated with the 
referenced serial. 

Reference:~~------------~~302 Serial 45 

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items: 

1. \U'i~/ ~~ I emails (hard copy) 

Details: 

(U//~) This communication submits to the file a lA associated 

with Serial 58 of the captioned case and subfile . 

•• 

H C-10152 
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DECLASSEIED BY: NSICG C.ST;v44B7S 
OH 01-25-2018 ~//NOFOR:N 

Physical lA/lC Cover Sheet for Serial Export 

Created Prom: ~302 
Serial 51 

Package: 1A44 
Stored Location: .. None 
Suzama:z:y: !U!I :u:: st;ck of emails 

ar copy 
Acquired By: 

Acquired On: 2016-01 - 28 
Attachment: IU) x~~~~ 

emails (hard copy} 

H C-10153 
I 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1353814-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 1 
Page 1 - b1; b3; b6; b7C; b7E; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1353814-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) 1 
Page 1 - b6; b7C; b7E; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1353814-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) 1 
Page 1 - b6; b7C; b7E; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1353814-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) 1 
Page 1 - b6; b7C; b7E; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1353814-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 1 
Page 1 - b1; b3; b6; b7C; b7E; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1353814-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 1 
Page 1 - b3; b6; b7C; b7E; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1353814-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) 1 
Page 1 - b3; b7E; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



ALL INFORlQ.'f'ION CONT AIHED 
HEREIN IS UHCL.ASSI!.'IEC 
DATE 10-23-L.Oii BY J37J85T94 USICG 

F0-)40 (Rev. 4-11 ~3) 

File Number J'"".;.._ _______ ---.1 OCJ\ 

field Qrric:c Acquiring Evldeoce _W_-Fi)-=------------- ---

Serlal # of OrlginaCing Document ---~l"o_C)_._ ____________ _ 
Date Received 

From M TifGt,f\.L Q1 · 
--~~--~~~~~~-,(N~a~me~of"C~oo~~~-b~u7-~~~~1n~~-~~ie-we-e')-----------------

(Address) 

(City ;~nd Stale) 

By 

To Be Returned 0 Yes ())No 

Receipt Given 0 Yes ~ No 
Grand Jwy Material- Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 

0 Yes · ~No 
Federal Taxpayer Information (FTI) 

0 Yes 

Reference: 
(Co~unication Enclosm atenal) 

Description: 0 Original notes re interview of 

b3 
b7E 

b6 
b7C 
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ALL fBI INFO&Lii.'JION CC:H'J'AINEC 
~RZIN IS ID~CLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED/ /P'f:10f5 DATE 01-12-2017 BY J76.118'1'80 NSICG 

U.s.· Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535-0001 

Date: 10 May 2016 

To: Priya Aiyer 
Acting General Counsel 
u.s. Department of the Treasury 

From: Peter Strzo~ 
Section Chief 
Counterespionage Section 

Subject: supplemental Classification Review and Determination 
Request 

{U//~) In July 2015, the FBI received a Section 811 referral 
from the Inspector General for the Intelligence Community (ICIG) 
regarding the'possible compromise·of classified national security . 
information. 

(U//~) The potential compromise was identified when, as part 
of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, the U.S. Department 
of State (DoS) and the ICIG reviewed electronic mail {email) 
communications from private email accounts previously used by a 
former Secretary of State during her tenure at DoS. An initial review 
of this material identified emails containing national security 
information later determined by the us Intelligence Community (USIC) 
to be classified up to the Top Secret/Sensitive Compartmented 
Information level. 

(U//Fe~ The FBI respectfully requests the u.s. Department of the 
Treasury (Treasury) conduct an official classification review and 
determination of the related documents contained on the accompanying 
DVD. This request is in addition to previous Classification Review 
and Requests submitted to your agency in October 2015, January 2016. 
While this request is separate from the previous requests, it should 
be responded to in similar manner. 

UNCLASSIFIED//~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is 
the property of the FBI and is loaned to your. agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.· 

HRC-10162 



UNCLASSIFIED//Pe~ 

{U//~) The FBI understands you may also be revi ewing 
materials as part of ongoing FOIA l awsuits involving some of these 
documents. This matter should remain separate from the FOIA matter·(s) 
and information from this request should not be shared or co-mingled 
with the FOIA matter(s) to ensure the FBI's investigation is not 
compromised or adversely affected. 

(U// FOUO) The FBI a l so understands that DOS may have previously 
receiv ed simi l ar, separate requests from other entities for an 
of f icial classification review and determination for some or .all of 
the documents contai ned on the enclosed DVD. In order to ensure 
consistency, the FBI reque.sts DOS de - conflict its response to this 
FBI request with any previous classification determination responses 
related to these documents, and to provide the FBI the same 
classification determinations. The FBI requests DOS to . provide as 
s oon as possible any previously rendered official classification 
determi nations of documents related to this matter, to include any 
classification determinatioi).s of documents related t o the 
®c l intonemail.com domain that are not contained on t h e attached DVD. 
The FBI requests DOS to provide classification determination 
responses to the FBI on a rolling basis as they become available. 

(U/ /~) ·similar to the FBI's previous requests, the enclosed 
DVDs contains a ReadMe.docx file, which provides an explanation of 
the files contained on the DVD. The DVDs also contain a Microsoft 
Excel spreadsheet titled Classification Review Respons e Tracker to 
assist your agency with tracking and responding to thi s 
c l assification review and determination request. The documents for 
review are listed in the FileList.xl sx spreadsheet and are contained 
in the Items folder. The Items folder is further explained in the 
aforementioned ReadMe.docx file. In the event DOS is aware of any 
equities belonging to other US Government agencies contained in 
documents provided as part of this request, the FBI requests DOS to 
identify those other us Government a gencies in the "Notes" section of 
the encloied spread sheet. 

( U//~) The FBI may contact you in. the future to ask you to 
prioritize the review of certain items provided as part of this 
request. 

(U/ /~) · You are requested not to disclose the existence of 
this inquiry or the contents of the provided media, other than as 
necessary for compliance; disclo~ure may jeopardize the confidential 
nature of .the FBI 's investigation. 

ONCLASSIFIBD//~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions o f the FBI. It is 
the property·of the FBI and is loaned to y o ur agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outs i de your agency. · 

HRC-10163 



(U//-iV!€leei Please direct all inquiries rerarding this request to 
Special Agentl latl . bG 

Section 

•• 

UNCLASSIFIED//~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is 
the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency . 

b7C 

HRC-10164 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1353814-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 33 
Page 2 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 3 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 4 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 5 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 6 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 7 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 8 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 9 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 10 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 11 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 12 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 13 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 14 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 15 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 16 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 17 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 18 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 19 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 20 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 21 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 22 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 23 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 24 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 25 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 26 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 27 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 28 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 29 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 30 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 31 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 32 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 33 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 34 - Referral/Consult; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 01-25-2018 ~------------_.~CYBER Serial 1 

b3 
----, b7E 

---=-- OF .;:,;~~8-...eQRO J 
FD-1 057 (Rev. 5-8-10) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

·~~;.,-.,. ~.,...II'C'>"n·o(-.a··t~·~'lisl.,....e 

N So\1!'' ,;;r, '\.,'o~') :>",. ,.o:·~~~" 
• • •• r: '··.1 'I "~*'~"··::- ~~f,:(o" 

Title: (U) Subfile Opening Document Date: 02/12/2 16 

From: CYBER 
DM-TOU 
Contact: 

Approved By:l I 
Drafted By: I j 

.....____ --~ 
~:u·~ 

Case ID #:I ~CYB
1

E~ ')(; I-N1"1 MIDYEAR EXAM; 

Synopsis: 

Details: 

MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

To open CYBER subfile 

Writer requests that a subfile be opened titled "CYBER", to store all 
Cyber investigative analysis . 

•• 

H C-10198 
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b3 DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 01-25-2018 ~------------_.~CYB~R Serial 14 ____ .. ,_ ---·-- b7E 

!.~. ·~-~~J!~~~-~ I FD-1057(Rev. 5-8·10) 
~/-NOPOMf" All ~.Jr ~.·~- "~••to ~: .. ~, ·;~II~"·· , 

,,,•:II"C t-;1 ,.,•c-.;ol,~:· "Y~!,..~ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

Tit~e: (U/ /~) lA Document fori 
Searches ~--------_. 

From: CHICAGO 
CG-CY-1 
Contact: 

Approved By:~l --------------~ 

Drafted By:~~--------------~ 

Case ID #: ~~ ---------l~CYBEW) )(; AWJ MIDYEAR EXAM; 

Date: 03/24/2 16 

MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//~ Submits lA document to the file for~~----------~ 
searches conducted in this investigation. 

Reference:~~------------~~CYBER Serial 13 

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items: 
1. (U)I lsearch documentation. 

Details: 

(U/~) This communication submits to the file the 1A document 
that is associated with the above reference serial (13) in the CYBER 
sub file. 

----

H C-10199 
I 
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~------------~~CYBER Serial 14 

~ /NO!'eftft 

Title: (U/ /-:POUE)-1 lA Docume.nt fo~ ! searches 

Re: ~~------------~~CYBER, 03/24 /~2-0_1_6------~ 

•• 

~/MOP91Ql 

2 
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ALL INFORlr.A1'IOH CONTAHTED 
HEREIN I S UNCLASSEIEC 
DATE 01- 25-:;:018 .3Y C87i'l44B73 ~ISICG 

UNCLASSIFIED//~ 

~nys~cal lA/ lC Cover Sheet for Serial Expor t 

Created Prom: ~CYBER 
Serial 14 

Package: lAlO 
Stored Location: None 
Summazy: 

searc hes 
i s 

Acquired By: 

Acquired OD: 2016-0 3 - 24 
Attachment: (U) I I search 

documentat~on. 

H C-10201 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
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OH 01-25-2018 ~------------~~UCA ~er1a1 b4 

~-----.. ···- ---·--·-~b7E 
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~//N6P6RN 
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· <:Pr.f•o:;' ttl ¥:.·-ll·l)'• S•~ .. ~· 

'-·-·---................. ~ ... - ............. .... 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

Title: (U/ /~ Submit lA Date: 05/18/2 16 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF-CI13 
Contact: 

Approved By:~~----------------~ 
Drafted By~~--------------------] 

!U', 
Case ID #: ~~------------___.~OC~ ! ~I /..w-F) MIDYEAR EXAM; 

MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//~ To submit to the file a lA associated with seria 
62 of the sub OCA file. 

Reference: ~~------------~~OCA Serial 62 

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the following items: 
1. (U/ /POI::JO) LHM submitted to USSS on 5/17/2016 

Details: 

(U/ ~01::1~ This communication submits to the file a lA associated 
with Serial 62 of the captioned case and subfile . 

•• 
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ALL fBI HTfQRl,!A1'IOH CO"I'TT.AINEI: 

HEREIN IS UUCL.ASSI!.'IE"C UNCLASSIFIED/ /11'0$ 
DATE 01- 2~-2018 3Y C87~44B73 ACG 

~nysical lA/lC Cover Sheet for Serial Export 

Created Prom: 

Package: 
Stored Location: 
S1DIIIDilry: 

Acquired By: 
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AttachmeD.t: 

~----------~~OCA 
Serial 64 

1A40 

None 
(U/~) LHM submitted 
to USSS on 5/17/2016 

I 
2016-05-17 

(U//F060} LHM submitted 
to USSS on 5/17/2 016 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

m-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10) 

~------------~~CYBER Serial 41 

~/NO!OM 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communication 

0FFICJ~L i!'ECORD . 
::.;...:. •• , •. : ;; .• t: : .. 1,:.;·•. -.. ~ ••. 1'!:::.1:'"':;$"'": . 
,;. ~r:•":l'l .... £ ....... , ~ ..... , ,.,. ·i .... 1.)' 10 • 
... o:! ;.~ :e, ·:;•._, >:!1~;,. 

Title: (U//~o~g~ Case Support Request Date: 11./09/2016 

From: CYBER 
Contact: 

Approved By:~~----------------__. 

Drafted By:~~--------------------~ 
Case ID # : L..l ____________ ___.kYBER f(!!f\Hi.:J MIDYEAR EXAM; 

MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

This info.:::mat.:.on j.s the property of t~e ~RI and rr.ay be dist:-i buled to state, 
tribal, or local govcrnrne~t law e~forccme~t officials wi:h a need-to-knew. 
Further distributior. w.:.thout c'BI authorizaLi or.. is prohibited. Precautior.s 
shou id be lakeP. to ensure !.his i.nformat.1 on is s:ored and/or destroyed in a 
manner that prucl~des unauthorized access. 

Synopsis: (U//~) WFO/CI-13 requests intrusion analysis of the 
identified 

Detail.s: 

* Indicates required information. 

~0//~ ___ G_e_n_e_r_a_~------------------------------------------------------
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IU'1 
! ; 

~------------~~CYBER Serial 41 

~//MePeRN 

Title: (U/tf'fflt2l Case Support Request 

Re: ~...I _____ _.~CYBER, 11/09/2016 

!Name:~~---------------------....1 

1:1 *Request POC 
·Phone #: 
., 

]E-mail Address: 

I~ Servi.c:e Requested 

2.1 *Describe your goal or what you 
want this support to provide, e.g., 

Review media provided for evidence 
list any information or questions :.of 

intrusion. 
you wish to specifically answer as a; 
result of this review. 

2.2 *Specify any particular service l 

or analysis you would like N/A 
performed. 

/AMPt Evi.denc:e or Materia~ Format 

3.1 *If any material to be analyzed 
is marked as or suspected to be 
classified, provide the 
classification level. Where 
suspected only, please explain. 

i Material is potentially up to 
~~ ;.uore~r~. 
' 

~~ /NO!'O!IM 
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tU'i 

..__ _______ _.~CYBER Serial 41 

Title: (U/ /~) Case Support Request 
Re: ~....-_____ ___.kYBER, 11/09/2016 

3.2 *Provide a complete list of 
evidence or material available for 
this review (e.g. hard drives and 

. Image of one hard drive from a 
OS, portable media, tablet PCs, log 
files, malware). Please indicate if ]laptop computer. 

\ 
additional material is anticipated 
throughout the course of the review.; 

0 --·-·· -- ··---~--~---· --·· . ··--··-··· ... -- ·-·-·-· ·-· .... ·-·· ......... ·- .......... ··-·-·--

3.3 *Provide any specific handling 

or safeguards applicable to any 

material in this review. 

By default, contractor(s) treat all 

information as Law Enforcement 

Sensitive (LES). 

: Media is from a Sensitive 
:Investigative Matter (SIM) involving 
:a high level political figure. 
!wFO/CI-13 is required to keep a list 
;of all personnel with knowledge of 
ithis investigation and, therefore, 
irequests a list of CyD personnel who 
I 

]work on this analysis. 
i 

-·--··--· .. ··---~···· "-········· ··-··· ····-········-· ................. ·-···· ..•... --···--··. ··-··--··- .... !_ ...•.. 

.~-·-J~I tH!f. .. . ~~~~--~~-~~=~~~~ 
4.1 Case Title 1 MIDYEAR EXAM 
4-~·2-*·s-hort--case' -s-u~-ar.Y7(;ver'~'ie~-·- ''!"'Piease contact case agent. 
. . . . --·-·- .. _ ·---·-- ·-· -·· .. ·-···-···-··-·-. . ·- - .. . .. ----·.. . -- -··. . 
4.3 List any associated FBI cases. 

4.4 *List any previous attempts or 
e£forts to analyze this evidence. 

None. 

3 
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"---------_.~CYBER Serial 41 

~//!f9P9ft!t 

Title: (U//F8H8) Case Support Request 
Re: ._I ______ _.kYBER, 11/09/2016 

4.5 *List any timing requirements 
such as expiration of search 
warrants, deadlines set by DOJ, 
upcoming indictments, and so forth. 

4.6 *Of the materials to be 
provided, specify the processing 

Please contact case agent. 

priority (i.e. specific drives that Single hard drive. 
are more important than others and 
need analysis first}. 

4.7 *Are there limitations in the 
search warrant that restrict what 
analysts can review? If so, please 
list search criteria. 

5. (U/ /~ Fiel.d Office Information 

Please contact case agent for a 
~copy of the warrant. 

s·~·i·-pr-·:cffia·;y·· · ·Fielei ____ oiri-ce;·· ··· ----- ·· · ·-·--········· · ·-r--wFo 
! 

........... -... -..... .-_. ... _ ........... -- ·--·····-·- --···· .. ~--~ ··•··· ............ -· ~··---· ......... ,. . ·-···· ·~ .... ····-· .. 
5.2 Headquarters Program Manager ~ DAD Peter Strzok 

!·:·!·~~~1~:~~~~-~:~~~~~-~~,--~L~:t~~~ J -~:~ I ~AI"I _____ .., 

6. (Portion Mark)Additional Information: Use the section below to 
expand upon the answers provided above. Please identify the topic you 
are addressing when providing the additional details below. 

~/l19P9Mf" 

4 

HRC-10258 

b3 
b7E 

b3 
b7E 

b6 
b7C 



~------------~~CYBER Serial 41 

~/FIOBOM 
Title: (U/ /~) Case Support Request 
Re: ._I ______ ...~~CYBER, 11/09/2016 

•• 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

FD-10.~6 (Rev 10-16-2009) 

..__ ______ ___.~CYBER Serial 42 b3 
r·~----· · ·-·- ···--···· · · · b7E 

0FFIC.!A'-. R"CORD . 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Import Form 

:t'>:.~ .·: ~lll"' ~·{,.;···-- n.t.;, O";:o: •• :~:: ...... : • 
Ill r-:•".n.·~· ···•· .. ; ....... v:-·':to·; t;.. ,: 
~··~ • .,..1 .-;;;. -,,, "'":... ":"'~·· 

For.m Type: DEL-REX Date: 01/04/2017 

Title:(U//~ Cyber Division TAU Technical Analysis Report 

Approved By: SSA~~----------------~ 
Drafted By:~~------------------~ 
Case ID # IL..---------l~CYBER ~/IMP) MIDYEAR EXAM; 

MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED; 
IU) UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 

SENSITIVE INVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM) 

Synopsis: (U//~ Analysis of computer intrusion or malware 
infection on a laptop hard drive belonging to Anthony Weiner . 

•• 
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DECLASSEIED BY: ~lSICG C.8T;'l44B73 
OH 02-12-2018 

~fl<JOFOiti<J 

:'U\ 
' ' ~1/N'P) The captioned investigation is highly sensitive and considered a prohibited 

investigation. Additionally, the investigation is designated a SIM and has an exemption for 
uploading approved by AD Randall Coleman I I Serial 1 ). 

;U) ~tw¥-) To provide an electronic record, this document will serve as a placeholder within 
Sentinel so a document serial number can be assigned. The original document and any associated 
lA envelopes have been manually drafted and approved. The original approved and serialized 
documents are stored in a p~ case file. This case file is secured in a certified SCIF, located 
at FBI Headquarters, RoonL__jand available for inspection upon request. Requests for 
inspection will need to be approved by the Assistant Director of Counterintelligence Division. 

~//NOF8RP~ 
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ALL !BI INIOR.MA1'ION CONTAJ:tlED 
HEREIN IS Ul'ICL.ASSEIEC 
DATE 02-12-:;:018 .3Y C8 7 iV44B73 l.JSIC.G 

f0-1057 (Rev. 5-8-10) 

~------------~~302 Serial 103 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Electronic Communic ation 

TitlQ : (U/ / Tetffi") To submi t an FD-340 Date : 02/16/2017 

From: WASHINGTON FIELD 
WF- CI13 
Contact: 

Approved By: A/SSAL'---------------------J 

Draf ted By: ~~------------~ 
\U) 

Case ID # ~~-------------~~302 W /M'J MIDYEAR EXAM; 
MISHAN DLING OF CLASSI FIED; 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT OR COUNTRY; 
SENSITIVE I NVESTIGATIVE MATTER (SIM} 

Synopsis: ( U//~ This electronic commun i cation (EC) is to document 
t h e s ubmission of an FD- 340 t o f i le. 

Reference: ~~ --------------~~302 Serial 102 

Enclosure(s): Enclosed are the fo l lowing items : 
1. (0/ /~ Origi na l notes re i n tervie w of Huma Abedin on 6 January 
20 17 . Associa t ed Docume nts - Non-Disclosure Agreeme n t , Emails 
displayed, and Notes 

Details: 

(U//~ Thi s electronic communication (EC) is to document the 

submi ssion of an FD- 34 0 to fi le . 

•• 
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~------------~ 
-302 Serial 103 

Title: (U/ / f'ffif&l To submit an FD- 340 

Re : ~ 302, 02/16/2017 

~/NOBVRN 
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ALL !BI INIOR.MA1'ION CONTAJ: tlED 
HEREIN IS Ul'IC L.ASSEIEC 
DATE 02-12- :;:01 8 .3Y C87iV44B73 l.JSIC.G 

UNCLASSIFIED//~ 

Physical lA/ lC Cov e r Sheet for Serial Expor t 

Created Prom: 

Package: 
Stored Location: 
Summary: 

Acquired By: 

Acquired On: 
Acquired Prom: 
Attacbmez1t: 

Serial 103 

1A85 

No ne 
(U//P060) Origi nal notes 
re interview of Huma 
Abedin on 6 January 
2017. 

2017-01-06 
(U/ /rOtJG-7 Huma Abe din 
(U//~UtJG+ Or i ginal notes 
re interview of Huma 
Abedin on 6 January 
2017. Associated 
Documents - Non
Disclosu re Agreement, 
Email s disp l ayed , and 
Notes 
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LAW OFFICES 

WILUAMS & CONNOLLY LLP 
725 TWELFTH STREET, N.W. 

DJ\ VID E. KENDALL 
(202) 43<1·5145 

d"=cndall@wc.com 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005-5901 

(202} 434-5000 

t~-4"\R.b -~~TT ~~ U920-l'i>88) 

PAUl. ~ CONJttlOt.lY (1022·11>.1'8) 

FAX (202} 434-5029 

August 31, 2015 

BY EMAIL AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 

I I 
Omted States Department of Justice 
National Security Division 
600 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

DearL-1 __ ..... 

As you may know, the former Secretary of State has repeatedly stated that 
she will cooperate with your inquiry in whatever way she can. Accordingly, she would be 
happy to appear voluntarily to answer questions, if that would be helpful in achieving as 
expeditious a resolution as possible. She does have scheduling commitments, but I'm 
sure we can work around those. · ' 

Zf:;-
. Kendall 

DEK!bb 

b6 Per NSD 
b7C Per NSD 

b6 Per NSD 
b7C Per NSD 
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DA VlD E. KENDALL 
(2()2) 434-5145 

dkendall@wc.com 

LAW OFFICES 

WILLIAMS 8 CONNOLLY LLP 
725 TWELFTH STREET, N W. 

WASHlNCTON, D. C. 20005· 5901 

(202) 434-5000 

FAX (202) 434-5029 

September 21, 2015 

BY EMAD.., AND FIRST CLASS MAll-

United States Department of Justice 
National Security Division 
600 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

. Dea.rl...._ __ __. 

!I:NVAkD B~N'N2TT WJU.lAM$ (lQ20·1£1$8J 

J"AUL R... C0).1).10l.t.l' (1.,22·1g76) 

On behalf of former Secretary of State Clinton, I want to reiterate our desire 
to facilitate the security inquiry we understand the Department is conducting at the behest 
of the Intelligence Community Inspector General into the storage of re<;ently-classified e
mails anhe hdr22@clintonemail.com address. 

As you know, shortly after this inquiry was announced, we voluntarily 
provided a thumb drive (and copies) and the server eqlDipment which supported th.is email 
account during the Secretary's tenure at the State Department. I also shared with you that 
the Secretary would voluntarily answer any questions you might have; Should you need 
to assess the successor server which for a time hosted this address and the successor 
hrodl7@clintonemail.com address, we also would be happy to assist you in that regard, 
consistent with maintaining the privacy of other e~mail accounts that are not part of your 
inquiry. 

In short, we want to facilitate the efficiency of this security inquiry and look 
forward to learning from you if there are ways of which we can be of assistance. 

DEK/bb 
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ALL FBI INfORUATIOJJ CON'l'A.IHED 
HEREIN I S UNCI..ASS if.IEO 
CA'l'E 12-06-20Ui BY .J7fJ1ST80 N'SICG 

David E. Kendali;Esq. 
Williams & ConnoJiy LLP 
725 Twelfth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Kendall, 

U.S. Department of Justice 

National Security Division 

Waslringlon, D.C. ](JSJO 

September 22, 2015 

We are in receipt of your letter dated September 21 , 2015, whic h offers, among other things, access to 
what you have referred to as a "successor server" to the server equipment previously produced to the FBI 
on August 12, 2015. Based upon the FBI's investigation, we understand that this "successor server" is in 
the custody of, and is being operated by, Platte River Networks and that it, at least for some time, 
contained emails to or from Secretary Clintot1's @clintonemail.com account. 

We are concerned that, notwithstanding your repeated statements in oral and written COJTespondence 
regarding your and your.client's wiltingness to Cooperate in this matter, you had not raised the ·existence 
of the "successor server" or offered access to it prior to your September 21 letter. We remind you that 
this server is covered by the preservation letters delivered to Williams & Connolly LLP on July 31, 201 5, 
and Platte River Networks on July 30, 201 5, and we request that you ensure that this server remain 
operational with a continuous power source (i.e., that it is not unplugged or its operation otherwise 
intenupted) until further notice. 

We also reiterate that the aforementioned prese1vation letters cover any other equipment or devices, 
whether or not previously disclosed, that contain or contained emails to or from the domain account 
@clintonemai l. com, including all equipment related to the server voluntarily produced to the FBI on 
August 12; the "successor server" and all related equipment; any other se1ver and all related equipment 
that received or sent emails for this domain account; and all backup devices, including backup hardware 
purchased from or maintained by Datto, Inc. While we will seek to proceed in a manner that causes the 
least amount of disruption to otherwise unrelated accounts and activities, we will take all necessary and 
appropriate step:; to obtain any and a ll such equipment and items. 

Sincerely, 

_ . cc: Kenneth Eichner, Esq . 
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BY EMAIL 

David E. Kendall, Esq. 
Williams & Connolly LLP 
725 Twelfth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Kendall, 

U.S. Department of Justice 

National Security Division 

Washing/Oil, D.C. 20510 

September 29, 2015 

This letter confirms receipt of two letters you sent rne on September 25, 2015. Regarding your letter 
providing a list of individuals and entities with whom Secretruy Clinton may have communicated in a 
privileged context, when deemed necessary we will be using a filter process to account for the possibility 
that records may contain p1ivileged infonnation. During the filter process, we will detennine what 
privileges may apply and how best to identify privileged. information, utilizing as appropriate the list of 
individuals and entities you provided. 
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VIA ELECfRONIC MAIL 

I . 
&......,U"T' .'7'/s-. D...:-e-par----:-tm-en~t o- I,...."'"'luscice 

N a.cional Security Division 
905 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20530 

September 30, 2015 

Pursuant to our com·ersacion on September 29,2015, this letter provides the Depamnem of 
· Juscice consent to access the back-up files associated with Ms. Hum.a Abedin's email account 
for the purpost: of your security inquiry. 

We request that the historical email content from Ms. Abedin's account dated February 2, 
2013 to the present be migrated to the new server and associated equipment acquired by 
Platte Rn7er Nerworks in conjunction with your inquiry . 

Thank you for your consideracion. 

Very truly yours, 

/Jlt~ 
l\.figuel E. Rodriguez 
Bryan Cave LLP 
1155 F Street, h.lW 
Washington, DC 20004 

/s/ Kar.en L. Dunn 

Karen L. Dunn 
Boies, Schiller & Flc.xner llP 
5301 Wisconsin A ve. NW 
Washington, D C 20015 
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LAW OFFICES 

WIT..UAMS S CONNOLLY LLP 
725 TWELFTH STREET, N.W. 

······~ 

Dt. VID E. KENDAll 

(202) 434-5145 

dltendaiiCwc.com 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005-5901 

(202) 434-5000 

E,.I;;.:NI'.A.AD BEN"NE'TJ ~ ( 192'0-ISJB8") 

PAJJl.. k.. COWNOU..Y (J922-J978) 

FAX (202) 434·5029 

October 1, 2015 

BY EMAIL AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 

U.S. Department of Justice 
National Security Division 
905 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

1 write regarding the Department of Justice's security inquiry in response. to a referral 
from the Inspector General of the Intelligence Community. Pursuant to our conversation, I 
understand that your security inquiry may involve review of Secretary Clinton's e-mails for 
evidence relevant to that inquiry. As discussed, here-mails include materials covered by 
attorney-client, marital, or medical privileges. I provide the following list of individuals and 
entities with whom Secretary Clinton may have communicated in a privileged .context. · 

Attorneys 

I !williams & Cormolly ~LP 
I 1\iiilliams & CoiiDolly LLP 

David Kendall, Williams & Connolly LLP 
I I Utrecht, Kleinfeld, Fiori, Partners (f!kfa Ryan, Phillips, Utrecht & MacKinnon) 

Che I Mills in her capacity as personal counsel on prior matters) 
r------...IWilliams & Connolly LLP 

ogan Lovells 
Katherine Turner, WilHams & Connolly LLP 

....._ ___ ___.~trecht, Kleinfeld, Fiori, Partners (f/kla Ryan, Phillips, Utrecht & MacKinnon) 

Doctors 

b6 per NSD 
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• WilliAMS S CONNOLlY LLP 

October 1 , 20 1 5 
Page2 

Marital 

President William Jefferson Clinton 

Personal Aides to President Clinton or form,er Secretary Clinton/Conduits of Marital 
C nmmunicntinns 

• Personal 

Relatives 

r rsonal Financial Consultant 

• 
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WILUAMS 8 CONNOLLY LLP 

I 
October 1, 2015 
Page3 

We request and anticipate that at the conclusion of your inquiry you will return to us the 
former Secretary's non-federal record, personal e-mails. 

;!!t'?~ Davi~ 1. Kendall 
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BY EMAIL 

David E. Kendall, Esq . 
Williams & Connolly LLP 
725 Tweifth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Kendall, 

U.S. Department of Just)ce 

National Security Division 

Wa.rhington. D.C. 20530 

October 2, 20 I $ 

This letter confirms receipt of two letters you sent me on October I, 2015. Regarding your Jetter 
providing a list of individuals and entities with whom Se;;retary Clinton may have communicated in a 
privileged context, when deemed necessary we will be using a filter pro~ess to account for the possibility 
that re~ords may contain privileged infonnation. During the filter process, we will determine what 
privileges may apply and how best to identify privileged information, utilizing as approp.riate the list of 
individuals and. entities you provided. · 
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David E. Kendall, Esq. 
Katherine M. Turner, Esq. 
Williams & Connolly LLP 
725 Twelfth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Latham & Watkins LLP 
555 Eleventh Street, N.W. 
Suite 1000 
Washington, DC.20004 

Dear Mr. Kendall, Ms. Turner, andL-----...1 

U.S. Department of Justice 

National ~ecurity Division 

Washing/on. D.C. 2053() 

October 9, 2015 

In reference to my Jetter of October 4, 20 IS, I write to provide clarification of a min or factual error 
contained therein. The email address associated :with the nam~ I set forth in 
subparagraph 2 and footnote 3 on rage 2 of the letter, was incorrectly provided as 

I . Tile correct email address for the account is 

~---------------~1 . . 

cc: Miguel E. Rodriguez, Esq.; 
Karen L. Dunn, Esq. 

i . 

I 
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ALL FBI INFORMA'T IOH CC:HTAINEC 
HEREIN I S UNC L...~SSIFIED 

DA7:S 12-06-2 016 BY Ji6J 18T80 H'SICG 

LAW OFFICES 

WILLIAMS & CONNOLLY LLP 

DA VJD E. KENDALL 

(202) 434·5145 

dkendall@wc.com 

U:S. Department of Justice 
National Security Division 
905 Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

De~l---....J 

725 TWELFTH STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005-5901 

(202) 434-5000 

FAX (202) 434·5029 

October 28, 2015 

Jlt'J\WhR.O IIE.NN~ WILL.l~M~ tli»20· J068) 
PAUC.. fl... ~}J)oi0L\.Y (1$ 22 · 1$.78) 

As discussed, this Jetter supplements my September 25, 2015 letter to you concerning the 
back-up files of former Secretary Clinton, and gives the. Department of Justice consent to search, 
for evidence relevant to your security inquiry, all content contained in those back-up files. 

Fwther, we note that we provide this consent with the understanding that, as stated in 
your October 4, 2015letter td pnd me, all items voluntarily produced will be 
returned to the owners or disposed of co'nsistent with FBI policies and procedures at the 
conclusion of the investigation. 

Sincerely, · 

~r~·t&? f. ~ 
David E. Kendall 
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David E. Kendall, Esq. 
Katherine M. Turner, Esq. 
Williams & Connolly LLP 
725 Twelfth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Latham & Watkins LLP 
555 Eleventh Street, N.W. 
Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Mr. Kendall, Ms. Tumer, an~L-----..1 

U.S. Department of Justice 

National Security Division 

Washington. D.C. 20530 

November 9, 2015 · 

In reference to my letter of October 4, 2015, I write to provide clarification of an additional minor factual 
error contained therein. The letter stated in subparagraph 2 and footnote 3 on page 2 that all of the email 
content in certain accounts, with the exception of six (6) identified emails that may reside in the accounts, 
could be transferred to the New Server. These email a · · in the letter as 
I ~nd an account on tll s n ted in m 
October 9, 2015 letter the cors-ect email address for the 
The account on th 

r-~~------~~ For both th 
~~~~~~-~~~~ actually appeared twe ve ( , not s1x ( times, an t 1ere 01-e w 1en e content of these accounts was 

transferred to the New Server, all content was transferred with the exception ofthese twelve (12) emails . 

cc: Miguel E. Rodriguez, Esq.; 
Karen L. Dunn, Esq. 

Sincerely, 
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ALL FBI HTI'ORM.A.'l'IOH' CONTAINED 
HERE.IH IS UNCLASSIFIED 
CATE 12-06-20 1£ BY J76J1 8T80 NSICC 

. WILMERHALF 
b6 per FBI , NSD 
b7C per FBI, NSD 

~--------------~ 

December 14,2015 

I I 
National Security D1vision 
Department of JustiCe 
Washington, D,C. 201530 

"·sy Email:._I _________ ,_JI 

.. De~._ __ ____, .. ..... .. .......... . 

. ) 

. As you know, we previously _provided the FBI one Apple ·brand MaC.Book Pro laptop computer, 
·serial Nwnber W89361H6644 ("MacBook Prq"), (Uld one Apple brand MacBopk Air laptop · 
computer, Seri~,NumJ)eJ lc''MacBook Air") (collectively, "laptc;>p$"), that · 
belonged to Justin Cooper: We provided botldaptops for the purposes ofDOJ/FBI's 
investigation .of$ecretary Clinton's personal email accounts. · 

·As agreed, at thetimeoftheirddivery t.}1e laptops contained Mr. Coaper's emaiis to and from 
Secretary Clintoti during her tenure as Secretary of State extracted from his email fires. The 
laptops also cOntained back:-UP copies of a Siackberty device, (or devices) that we ·un9erstood 
belonged to Sedretai'y Clinton. , · 

As you know we have since determined that a baek-up copy qf a Blackberry device th~t 
remained on each of the MaeBook Pro and MacBook Air 9id not belong to SecretarY CHilton: 
Those nJes were .labeled as follows: · ·. . 

· • · .MacBook Pro; Iter:Q. 4, filename ·HR· BlackBerry Bold. 9900.ipd 
• .Mac:Sook Air, Item 5, filename HR ~Ja:ckBerry Bold ~900.ipd 

. As we have discussed, ~e ~k that you (1) rerilove all:copies (digital and hard copy) of these tWo 
files frptn.anyU.S. government review cycle and that they not be reviewed; (2) qestroy or. . . 
·otherwise ~ndet them inaccessible; and (3) send written ronfutna:tion of the same. Thank you 
·for your atten tioii to this matter. 

Sincerely vours · · 

Wilmer Cutler Pickering'Halc: and Dorr L\..1', 18,15 P~nnsyl:vania Avc:nuc: NW, Washington, DC'20006 . 
Beijing Berlin Boston Brusseis ·Denver Frsn~fun London Los Angeles New Yorlc . Odord . Palo Alto . Washington 
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ALL .FBI I NFORU.ATION CONTAINED 
REREIH I 9 U1~C~SIFIED 

DA'fE 1 2-0o-20115. BY J76Jl8'T80 NSICG 

Wilmer Cutler P1ckering Hale and Dorr LLP 
I 875 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

U.S. Department of Jus.tice 

National· Security Division 

Wo:hlngiOJI, D.C. 20530 

December J 7, 2015 

This letter confinns receipt of the letter you sent me on December 15, 201 5, identifying a back·up copy of 
a Blackben-y device present on two computers produced to the Federal Bureau oflnvestigation (FBI) by 
Mr. Cooper that did not meet our agreed·upon cri~eria for production. As we have discussed, the FBI will 
mark the back·up files identified in your letter such that, going forward, they will not be reviewed on any 
image of the materials that is in the possession of1the FBI. 
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BY EMAIL 

Beth A. Wilkinson, Esq. 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 
2001 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006-1 047 

U.S. Department of .Justice 

National Security Division 

Wathington. D.C. 20530 

January 8, 2016 

....... ····-··----:··~·-:··· .. ·--·~--·.-----·--··--·--·~ ............ _ ... , .... _, .. , .. -;--·~··-·-..... --······---~· ...... --·-~·-·----.. -:----...... "':.~"'-,'-··-·· .............. ____ --:~-:···-··· .... ·~···-·--·-·:-·:-··-::-:·:·: 

., •. 

• 

Dear Ms. Wilkinson: 

I am writing to reiterate our previous request, which you have declined thus far, to conduct 
voluntary interviews with your clients Cheryl Mills, Heather Samuelson, and Jake Sullivan. If 
you are willing to make these individuals available for voluntary interviews, please advise us as 
soon as possible. 

Sincerelv. 
b6 per NSD 
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January 11,2016 

David Kendal'4 Esq. 
Katherine Turner, Esq. 
Williams & Connolly 
725 Twelfth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Kendall and Ms. Turner: 
• 

ALL fBI IlU"ORHA'fiON COH'I'.l>,.INEC 
3Z~IN IS um::L..ASSIFIED 
DA'i"::: 12-06-2016 B'l J76J18T80 NSICG 

WIIMERHALE 

As we h~ve agreed, (1) today we are giving you certain data (hereinafter "retention data") 1 from 
Justin Cooper's Apple·MacBook Air laptop and Apple MacBook·Pro laptop that were provided 
tq the FBI on September 24, 2015, and October 5, 2015, respectively, and (2) you will retain the 
retention, data until such time that you reach an agreement with DOJ that the retention data no 
longer need b~ retained. 

DOJ may request that you provide files from the retention data as part of the DOJ/FBI security 
inquiry of Secretary Clinton's personal email accounts. You have assumed responsibility for 
resJX>nding .to any such future DOJ requests. We have made clear to DOJ that Mr. Cooper will 
not interpose any objection to DOJ possessing and reviewing files from the retention data that 
are responsive to such requests, and that Mr. Cooper has otherwise relinquished his ownership of 
and rights to the ~tet?-tion data 

Best regards, 

Enclosures 

cc:._l -~------1 

1 We have enclosed our letter agreement with DOJ specifying what constitutes "retention data." 

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr U.P, 1875 Pennsylvani~.b.V.~9.tN'w. Washington, DC 20006 
Beijing Berlin Boston BruSsels Denver Franlcfurt London Los Angeles Ntw~~ Yorlc Palo Alto We;hington 
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BY EMAIL 

""""":-:-::-:----=-:---:::-:-:---:-11 . 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
1875 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Zebley: 

Al..L FBI H lFORMA'I'ION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSifiED 
CATE 12-0~-201£ EY J 76J 18'1'80 NSICG 

U.S. Department of Justice 

National Security Division 

Washington. D.C. 20S30 

January 11,2016 
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• 

As· we agreed on January 6, 2016, Wilmer Hale (or other counsel, as later agreed between 
WilmerHale and DOJ) will maintain a back-up copy of all personal and business files present on 
the Mac Book Air (provided to the FBI on September 24, 2015) and, separately, the Mac Book 
Pro (provided to the FBI on October 5, 2015), whether or not retained by Mr. Cooper, 
containing: (I) any communications that include an @clintonemail.com email address; (2) any 
reference to the establishment or maintenance of the @cHntonemail.com domain, including but 
not limited to references to any server(s) on which that email domain was maintained, stored, or 
operated; (3) any communications that include Bxyan Pagliano; and ( 4) any communications that 
include an @state.gov email address dated December 1, 2008, or later (collectively "the retention 
data"). Mr. Cooper.and WilmerHale (or other counsel, as later agreed between WilmerHale and 
DOJ) need not retain back·up images of the MacBook Air and the MacBook Pro. 

As we discussed and agreed on January 10, 2016, WilmerHale may transfer the retention data to 
other counsel on the conditions that (1) you provide me the name and contact infonnation ofthe 
other counsel, and (2) the other counsel must agree to retain the retention data until such time 
that he/she reaches an agreement with DOJ that the retention data no longer need be retained. 
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January 11, 2016 

ALL fBI IHFCRH .. C..'TIDH COH'l'AINED 
HE!U:IN I S U1~C~SSIFIED 

DATE 1 2 -06-201 6 B'i .176 Jl8T80 NS I CG 

WliMERHALE 

b6 
b7C 

National Security Division 
Department of Justice 

b6 per NSD 
b7C per NSD 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

ByEmill: ~l ------------~ 
De&!....._ _ __. 

As requested, Williams & Connolly (points of contact: David Kendall and Katherine Turner, 
(202-434-5000)) is maintaining all files that remained in our possession from Justin Cooper's 
Apple Mac Book Air laptop and Apple MacBook Pio laptop that meet the criteria set forth in 
your letter to us dated January 11, 2016 .(hereinafter "retention data"). Williams & Connolly has · 
agreed to retain the retention data until such time that it reaches an agreement with DOJ that the 
retention data no longer need be retained. 

As the owner of the retention data, Williams & Connolly has assumed responsibility for 
responding to future OOJ requests made for the retention data in the DOJ/FBI security inquiry of 
Secretary Clinton's personal email accounts. Mr. Cooper-will not interpose any objection to · 
DOJ possessing and reviewing files that are responsive to such requests, and has otherwise 
relinquished his ownership of and rights to the retention data. · · 

Bestre~ards 

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr UP, 1875 Pc:nnsylvania Avenue NW, Washington. DC 200o6 
Beijing Berlin Boston Brussels Den-.er Frenldurt London Los Angele~ New York Palo Alto Wsshington 
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PAUL, WEISS, Rl F Ki ND, WHARTON (5 GARRISON LLP 
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C HAOVA N G DISTRICT 
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T ELEfo t-tOHt. tEU~·10i S828-UOO 
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S ETH "-. WI L KINSON 
t 2.TH F'L0ofl WONG KONG CLua a u i LOCNC 
3.A CHAT :fR R OA,C , (;tHT• AL 

T£LE• HO!i~ (202) 223· 7340 
V4CSI .. ILE 1202) 204· 739~ 

t.-MA\L: bwUk'tnsonOpau\we\st..com 

. VlA Electronic Mail 

January 12, 2016 

Counterintelligence and Export Control Section 
National Security Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 

De~l....--....J 

H ONC KONC 
l'ELE PHiONIE. 18S Z) 2.846--0300 

Al.O.£ R C ASTL £. 

\0 N08 Lt S,.RS:S:T 
LONOON ZiC.2V 7JU. U.PC 

T £ L£PH ON E f _.4 ZOJ '73~7 1600 

'FUKOKU S£1M£1 8UILOJNG 

2 -Z UCH 15AIWAICHO 2.-<:HOM.E 

CHfYOOA·XU, ,.OKYO 100:00l I , .iAPAN 

TELEPHONE (ll~SJ 3SQ'7•8l0t 

TO~ONTO· OOMitNION <;ENTRE' 

1'7 KINC STREET WE.$T, SUITE 3100 

P.o. eox ZZ.6 
TORONTO. ONTARIO MSK U3 

TE'LIEPHONt; 1.4' 16J S0.0•05ZO 

2001 I'< STREE.T, NW · 

WASHINGTON, De 2.0006-1 0~7 
T£l£PH0NIE fZ02) 2.2l•'7300 

SOO DELAWAfitE AVENu£, SUITE. ·200 

POST OF~JCE BOX ;)2 

W ILMINGTON , 0£. 19$99·0032 
,.E L £Pio-IONE (302) 5SS-.64 10 

I am writing on behalf of Cheryl Mills and Heather Samuelson in response to your 
January 8, 2016 request that they submit to a volun~ interview. 

M s. MiUs and Ms. Samuelson serve as attorneys for Hillary Clinton. Accordingly, they 
each are bound by ethical rules and obligations not to discuss privileged or confidential 
information within the scope of their legal representation of former Secretary Clinton. 
See D.C. Rule of Professional Conduct 1.6. We therefore are not in a position to consent 
to a voluntary interview of either Ms. Mills or Ms. Samuelson. 

Sincerely, 

--g__::e:_ 4/...4._ 1/Ng& 
Beth A. Wilkinson 
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PAUL, WEiss: RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP 
2001 K STREET, NW 
TE:..EPHONE (:2:0:2:J 2:~3-7300 

SETH A. WILKINSON 

TELo:PHON£ I<!OZ) ~23•7340 

•A=StMI\.E (:!OZ) 204-7395 

E.-M.AJL~ bwnlunsonOpa\Jilwe,.•ss.com 

VIA Electronic Mail 

WASHINGTON, DC 2.0006·1 047 

January 12, 2016 

I I 
Countennteihgence and Export Control Section 
National Security Division · 
·u.s. Department of Justice 

De~L---....1 

UNii 3601. OFF~C:E TOWE~ A, B~1JtNG 
Ft>RTUNE PI..AZA 
NO. "7 PONGS .. NI-fUAN ZHONGl..U 
CHA.OYANG DISTIRIC'r 

BEIJING I 0002.0 

PI!CPl..t'S RE.PUBI.IC. OF CHtN& 

TEt..EPHONE t86-1 O• S82.&·6300 

·i~TH FLOOR. HONG 1(0NG Ct.UB BUit.DING 

3A CH4TE.R RQAO. CENT"At. 
MONC KONG . 
Tlt~IEPHON E t8SZ.t 2846.0300 

A.LC'ER CASTJ.E 
10 NOBL£ STRE.£T 

LONDON EC2V 1 JU. U.K. 
l'E!..EPHONE C46 20] 736'7 160C 

I 2.85 AV£N UE: OF' TH£ AM£RICAS 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1 0011·6Df4 
l'ELIE:PHONE fZ •2• 3,3·~(:00 

FUIKOKU SE;JM£1 IEIUIL.,QIIIIG 

i.•i UCH,&AIWAICHO 2·CHOM( 
CHtYOD-.•KU, TOI(YO 1 00•0011, .JAPAN 

TEL£F'HON£. C81 •'!) 3Sil?•8101 

tPRONTQ•DOMINION CENTR~ 
:J'lC.U'"G STR~~T WE5T. $UIT[ ~100 

J'.0. BOX Z26 
.TORONTO. ONTARJO MSK 1.J3 
TEL.EPHON E 14 S&J !.04•0520 

$00 O&:t.AWA.Rt AY£NUE, SUJTE 200 
POSi 0 F'f"'ICE 80)( 32 
WL1.M~IIoiGTON, 0£ 19898·00)2 
T£LE.PHONE. 1302.) GS5•44 I 0 

I am writing on behalf of Jake Sullivan in response to your Ja.n~ 8, 2016 request that 
be submit to a voluntary interview. 

In light of our discussions with you to date about the parameterS of such an interview, I 
cannot recommend to my client that he do so at this time. If you are able to clarify and 
define the scope and dw-ation of the interview, we are certainly willing to further discuss 
your request. .. 

Sincerely, 

7?~ L/__:L._//~72 
Beth A. Wilkinson 
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BY EMAIL 

Beth A. Wilkinson, Esq . 
. Paul , Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

2001 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006-1 04 7 

U.S. Departmeut of Justice 

National Security Division 

Washington, D.C. 20HO 

January 14,2016 

.... ...... ... ______ _ _ 4 ---,·--~--.·-......... .... .-..... _ • • , ...... 4 ............. .-. ..... - . .. ---~-·-··--·---····--"···· · .. ~· ... .... _______ ,_, __ .. , .. 

• 

• 

Dear Ms. Wilkinson: 

I am writing in response to your Jetter of January- 12, 2016 in which you indicated your . 
willingness to further discuss providing your client, Jake Sullivan, for a voluntary interview if 
the government was able to "clarify and define the scope and duration" of such an interview. 

In an effort to provide such clarification, we can inform you that the subject areas to be covered 
during the interview would be: Mr. Sullivan's knowledge and understanding ofthe former 
Secretary's use of a private email system; his knowledge of email communications regarding 
sensitive or cl.assified information sent to ancllor forwarded to the fonner Secretary; and his 
knowledge of the handling and transmission of classified information during his tenure at the 
State Department. Although it is only an estimate, we anticipate that an interview of Mr. 
Sullivan would require approximately six hours. 

If you would like to discuss making Mr. Sullivan available for a voluntary interview, please 
advise us as soon as possible. · 

Sincerely 
b6 per NSD 

b7C per NSD 
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· February 22, 2016 · 

I 
...._orN~a~u:-=o~n"="a""l ~se~c::our~n':":'y""'D-r!•vision 

Department of Justice · 

~.LL FBI INf.ORHATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS m-l'CLASSIFIEC 
CA'l'E 12-06-2016 BY J76Jl8T80 NSICG 

WILMERHALE 

b6 
b7C 

Washingt~n, D.C. 20530 

··:rwlj 
b6 per NSD 
b7C per NSD 

As you know, pursuailt'to written agreements with you, Justin Cooper voltintariiy provided the 
FBI with two laptop computers and certain other media, and Williams & Connolly is retaining 
certain -other data that was previously in' Mr~ Cooper's possession. l write now to describe the 
status of hardware used to process ciata in connection with those productions and Williams & 
Connolly's retention of data. · · 

. . . 

Certairqiata was perlodically saved to external drives in order to search for, isolate, and/or save 
data for production or retention. Kroll·Inc. ("Kroll") has degaussed and shredded (using a third
party vendor called Shred It in Parsippany, New Jersey) all: such exter:na] drives, except as . 
follows: (-l)drives.containi;ng,rete~tiori data held by Willia.tils'& Connolly; (2) seven drives _that 
were wiped and remain in WilmethHale' s possession pending direction from you on a fmal 
disposition •. (Note, Kroll also ctegaus~ed _and shredded (usi~g the same vendor) the drive known 
as the "Seagate drive.") .· . . . 

Certain data was proce~edt1sing s~dalone computers. At the. ~onClusion of our work on this 
matter; alFdata wa8wiped from those drives, the drives were reinov.¢q from t:q-eir ~~chines; and . 
the drives were secuie}y stored .per,iding dire~tio_n_from you on a final disposition. Wilm~Hale is .. 
holding tWo 6fthose dHve5',. and Kroll is holding the remaining nine drives. . . . . . .. 

· Pleas~ let me know if you have any questions . 
.. ···. 

Wilmer Cutler Picker"ing Hal~ and Dorr LLP, 1875 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Wa~hingcon, D~ 20006 
· Beijing Berlin Boston Brussels - ~envar Franl::turt ·London Los Angeles New York Palo Alto Washington 
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1900 M STREET, NW 

SU1TE800 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 

VIA Electronic Mall 

WILKINSON 

WALSH + 

ESKOVITZ 

ALL I'BI IHFOFJU.TIOH CON'l'.l\..INEC 
::EREIH IS T.n~Cl...Z\.SSIFIED 

DATE 12-01-2016 BY J76Jl8T80 HSICG 

WWW.Wli.KDISONWALSH.COM 

A LIMnED LIABIUTY PARTNERSHIP 

WASHINGTON, D.C. I LOS ANGELES 

June 10, 2016 

U.S. Department of Justice 
National Security Division 

b6 Per NSC 
b7C Per NSC 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

DeatL...--...J 
b6 Per NSC 
b7C Per NSC 

This letter provides consent, in connection with the Department of Justice's investigation 
into the use of a private server by former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, to search the Lenovo 
Yoga 2 Pro (Serial No.I j(hereinafter "the Device") belonging to my client, Heather 
Samuelson, who is Secretary Clinton's attorney, pursuant to the terms described below. The 
Device is being provided to the Federal Bureau of Investigation ("FBI") solely for the purposes of 
this Department of Justice investigation, and for the Department's use in connection with the 
investigation. In vol~ntarily providing the Device, Heather Samuelson. does not relinquish 
ownership or control over the Device,. except for the FBI's limited investigative use as specified by . 
this agreement. The FBI does not assert custody and control over the Device or its contents for 
any other purpose, including any requests made pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 
u.s.c. § 552. 

1) You have confirmed that the sole purposes ofthe search are: (1) to search for any .pst 
files, or .ost files, or compressed files containing .pst or .ost files, that were created by 

· Platte River Networks ("PRN"), after June 1, 2014 and before February 1, 2015, in 
response to requests for former Secretary Clinton's e-mail from her tenure as Secretary 
of State, (hereinafter the "PRN Files"), including in an intact but deleted form; (2) to 
attempt to identify any e-mails from, or remnants of, the PRN Files that could 
potentially be present on the Device; ·(3) to identify any e-mails resident on the Device 
sent to or received from the following e-mail accounts: hdr22@clintonemail.com; 
hrod17 @clintonemail.com; hr15@att.blackberry.net; and 
hr15@mycingular.blackberry.net (hereinafter the "Relevant Accounts"), for the period 

-1-
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of January 21,2009 through February 1, 2013 (hereinafter the "Relevant Period"); and 
(4) to conduct a forensic analysis of the device to determine whether the Device was 
subject to intrusions or otherwise compromised. 

2) You have confirmed that Phase One of your search will proceed as follows: 
a. Your Tec~nical Team (to include FBI technical personnel only), will review the 

allocated space (i.e., active files) of the Device to search only for the PRN Files. 
Neither the Technical Team nor anyone else will review during Phase One the 
content of any .pst files, or .ost files, or compressed files containing .pst or .ost 
files that can be identified as created before June 1, 2014 or after January 31, 
2015. 

b. The Technical Team will review any files identified pursuant to subsection 2(a) 
above to determine whether they contain e-mails sent to or received from the 
Relevant Accounts during the Relevant Period. The files that dp not include 
such e-mails will not be subject to any further review by anyone for any 
purpose, unless they meet the criteria identified in Phase Two or for purposes. 
of an intrusion analysis, both set forth below. · 

c. The PRN Files that include e-mails sent to, or received by, the Relevant Accounts 
during the Relevant Period will be provided to a Filter Team, which will be 
limited to two attorneys, one FBI agent, and one FBI analyst: none of whom are 
members of the investigative team.1 

.d. The Filter Team will review the contents of any file they receive from the 
process described in subsection 2(c) to identify and remove: (1) any privileged 
material; and (2) any material they can determine is not an e-mail sent to, or 
received by, the Relevant Accounts during the Relevant Period. 

e. You will notify us of the results of Phase One of the search before proceeding 
to Phase Two of the search. 

f. You will proceed to Phase Two of your search only in the event that the PRN 
File containing approximately 62,000 emails from the former Secretary's 
clintonemail.com account is not identified in the allocated space of the Device. 

3) You have confirmed that Phase Two of your search will proceed as follows: 
a. The Technical Team will search the Device, including the Device's unallocated 

space, to identify any e-m ails, fragments of e-mails. files, or fragments of files: 
(1) that include e-mails sent to, or received by, the e-mail addresses 
hdr22@clintonemail.com and. hrod17@clintonemail.com during the Relevant 
Period or for which the date that the e-mail was sent or received cannot be 
determined; and (2) that include· e-mails sent to, or received by, the e-mail 
addresses hr15@att.blackberry.net and hrlS@mycingular.blackberry.net that 

Should there be an extremely large volume of materials located on the Device and provided to the Filter 
Team, we understand that the Department of Justice reserves the right to expand the number of Filter Team members 
in order to avoid significant delay in the review process. If such an expansion were necessary, the Department of 
Justice has agreed to inform us of this change. 

HRC-2016 



can clearly be identified as having been sent to, or received by, those accounts 
during the Relevant Period.2 Aside from the intrusion analysis described below, 
neither the Technical Team nor anyone else will search or review the Device for 
any other material or for any other purpose. 

b. The Technical Team will review the results of the foregoing searches for the 
purpose of removing any file or data that is not an e-mail or a fragment of an 
e-mail sent to, or received by, the Relevant Accounts dur.ing the Relevant 
Period. Aside from the intrusion analysis described below, such material will 
not be further reviewed by the Technical Team or anyone else for any other 
purpose. 

c. The remaining results of the search wili be provided to the Filter Team, which 
will review those results to identify and remove: (1) any privileged material; (2) 
any material that, upon further review, is determined not to be an e-mail sent 
to, or received by, th~ Relevant Accounts during the Relevant Period; and (3) 
any material that, upon further review, is d~termined not to be a work-related 
e-mail sent to, or received by, the e-mail account hrod17@clintonemail.com. 
Aside from the intrusion analysis described below, such material will not be 
further reviewed by anyone for any purpose. 

4) You have confirmed that you will also conduct a forensic analysis of the Device to 
determine whether the Device was subject to intrusions or otherwise compromised, 
without reviewing the content of any user created files, including .doc, .xis, .pdf, .jpeg, 
ore-mails not captured in the aforementioned searches. 

As soon as the investigation is completed, and to the extent consistent with all FBI policies 
and applicable laws, including the Federal Records Act, the FBI will dispose of the Device and any 
printed or electronic materials resulting from your search. No part of this letter shall be read to 
imply the consent to retrieve from the Device any data other than the data described above or to 
conduct any search or review in any manner other than as described above. 

Sincerely, 

Beth A. Wilkinson 

If a large volume of e-m ails from the hr15@ att. blackbe rry.net and hrlS @myclngular .blackberry. net accounts 
- for which a send or receive date cannot clearly be determined -- are located, we understand that the Department 
of Justice reserves the right to discuss further with counsel any additional search efforts that could be undertaken to 
assess whether such e-mails were sent or received during the Relevant Period. The Department of Justice will not 
undertake any such search without prior discussions with counsel and an agreement with counsel as to the scope of, 
and procedures to be used during, that additional search. 

-3-
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1900 M STnET, NW 

SUITE 1100 

WASHINGTON, IX ~0036 

VIA Electronic Mail 

WILKINSON 
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ESKOVITZ 
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A LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP 

WASHINGTON, D.C. I LOS ANGELES 

June 10, 2016 

U.S. Department of Justice 
National Security Division 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

b6 Per NSC 
b7C Per NSC 

Dea~L.--......1 b6 Per NSC 
b7C Per NSC 

This letter provides consent, in connection with the Department of Justice's investigation 
into the use of a private server by former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, to search the Dell 
Latitude E6330 (Serial Nol I (hereinafter "the Device") belonging to my client, Cheryl 
Mills, who is Secretary Clinton's attorney, pursuant to the terms described below. The Device is 
being provided to the Federal Bureau of Investigation ("'FBI") solely for the purposes of this 
Department of Justice investigation, and for the Department's use in connection with the 
investigation. In voluntarily providing the De.vice, Cheryl Mills does not relinquish ownership or 
control over the Device, except for the FBI's limited investigative use as specified by this 
agreement. The FBI does not assert custody and control over the Device or its contents for any 
other purpose, including any requests made pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552. 

1) You have confirmed that the sole purposes of the search are: (1) to search for any .pst 
files, or .ost files, or compressed files containing .pst'or .ost files, that were created by 
Platte River Networks ("PRN"), after June 1, 2014 and before February 1, 2015, in 
response to requests for former Secretary Clinton's e-mail from her tenure as secretary 
of State, (hereinafter the "PRN Files"), including in an intact but deleted form; (2) to 
attempt to identify any e-mails from, or remnants of, the PRN Files that could 
potentially be present on the Device; (3) to identify any e-mails resident on the Device 
sent to or received from the following e-mail accounts: hdr22@clintonemail.com; 
hrod17@clintonemail.com; hrlS@att.blackberry.net; and 
hr15@ mycingular.blackberry .net (hereinafter the "Relevant Accounts"), for the period 

-1-
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of January 21, 2009 through February 1, 2013 (her~inafter the "Relevant Period"); and 
(4) to conduct a forensic analysis of the device to determine whether the Device was 
subject to intrusions or otherwise compromised. 

2) You have confirmed that Phase One of your search will proceed as follows: 
a. Your Technical Team (to include FBI technical personnel only), will review the 

allocated space (i.e., active files) of the Device to search only for the PRN Files. 
Neither the Technical Team nor anyone else will review during Phase One the 
content of any .pst files, or .ost files, or compressed files containing .pst or .ost 
files that c~n be identified as created before June 1, 2014 or after January 31, 
2015. 

b. The Technical Team will review any files identified pursuant to subsection 2(a) 
above to determine whether they contain e-mails sent to or received from the 
Relevant Accounts during the Relevant Period. The files that do not include 
such e-mails will not be subject to any further review by anyone for any 
purpose, unless they meet the criteria identified in Phase Two or for purposes 
of an intrusion analysis, both set forth below. 

c. The PRN Files that include e-m ails sent to, or received by, the Relevant Accounts 
during the Relevant Period will be provided to a Filter Team, which will be 
limited to two attorneys, one FBI agent, and one FBI analyst, none of whom are 
members of the investigative team.1 

d. The Filter Team will review the contents of any file they receive from the 
process described in subsection 2(c) to identify and remove: (1) any privileged 
material; and (2) any material they can determine is not an e-mail' sent to, or 
received by, the Relevant Accounts during the Relevant Period. 

e. You wi!l notify us of the results of Phase One of the search before proceeding 
to Phase Two of the search. 

f. You will proceed to Phase Two of your search only in the event that the PRN 
File containing approximately 62,000 emails from the former Secretary's 
clintonemail.com account is not identified in the allocated space of the Device. 

3) You have confirmed that Phase Two of your search will proceed as follows: 
a. The Technical Team will search the Device, including the Device's unallocated 

space, to identify any e-mails, fragments of e-mails, files, or fragments of files: 
(1) that include e-mails sent to, or received by, the e-mail addresses 
hdr22@clintonemail.com and hrod17@clintonemail.com during the Relevant 
Period ·or for which the date that the e-mail was sent or received cannot be 
determined; and (2) that include e-mails sent to, or received by, the e-mail 
addresses hrlS@att.blackberry.net and hrlS@mycingular.blackberry.net that 

Should there be an extremely large volume of materials located on the Device and provided to the Filter 
Team, we understand that the Department of Justice reserves the right to expand the number of Filter Team members 
in order to avoid significant delay in the review process. If such an expansion were necessary, the Department of 
Justice has ag~eed to inform us of this change. 
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can clearly be identified as having been sent to, or received by, those accounts 
during the Relevant Period.2 Aside from the intrusion analysis described below, 
neither the Technical Team nor anyone else will search or review the Device for 
any other material or for any other purpose. 

b. The Tec~nical Team will review the results of the foregoing searches for the 
purpose of removing any file or data that is not an e·mail or a fragment of ari 
e·mail sent to, or received by, the Relevant Accounts during the Relevant 
Period. Aside from the intrusion analysis described below, such material will 
not be further reviewed by the Technical Team or anyone else for any other 
purpose. 

c. The remaining results of the search will be provided to the Filter Team, which 
will review those results to identify and remove: (1) any privileged material; (2) 
any material that, upon further review, is determined not to be an e·mail sent 
to, or received by, the Relevant Accounts during the Relevant Period; and (3) 
any material that, upon further review, is determined not to be a work-related 
e-mail sent to, or received by, the e-mail account hrod17@clintonemail.com. 
Aside from the intrusion analysis described below, such material will not be 
further reviewed by anyone for any purpose. 

4) You have confirmed that you will also conduct a forensic analysis of the Device to 
determine whether the Device was subject to intrusions or otherwise compromised, 
without reviewing the content of any user created files, including .doc, .xis, .pdf, .jpeg, 
ore-mails not captured in the aforementioned searches. 

As soon as the investigation is completed, and to the extent consistent with all FBI policies 
and applicable laws, including the Federal Records Act, the FBI will dispose of the Device and any 
printed or electronic materials resulting from your search. No part of this letter shall be read to 
imply the consent to retrieve from the Device any data other than the data described above or to 
conduct any search or review in any manner other than as described above. 

Sincerely, 

~'~ Beth A. Wilkinson 

If a large volume of e-mails from the hrlS@att. blackberry .net and hr15@ mycingular .blackberry. net accounts 
··for which a send or receive date cannot clearly be determined- are located, we understand that the Department 
of Justice reserves the right to discuss further with counsel any additional search efforts that could be undertaken to 
assess whether such e-mails were sent or received during the Relevant Period. The Department of Justice will not 
undertake any such search without prior discussions with counsel and an agreement with counsel as to the scope of. 
and procedures to be used during, that additional search. · 

-3-

HRC-6464 


	Hillary R. Clinton Part 22 of 22
	Hillary R. Clinton Part 23 of 23
	Hillary R. Clinton Part 24 of 24



