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May 5, 18Jl

- »
' ****• received your letter of Anrii 28 with

n^Uv^T. I integrity of any individual, publication or ^^1 *

• . »
' important tMsStaS^S.*!? "**" aad "^ continu» to «* *
b ionSol Sf2L .£! "I'l'f «»»»»nW Program of endeavoring

a
si

"Em's a
£k5£T"St»°^>*£X&5£58KL c. ^Sullivan dealt^^7? c°mmuniMn, Chief Inspector William <

£2?.^^J?*7 * * •»«•*«•. I *» enefcsingsetuo? forth mv vimw m #hi. <...k«~_* _!.*-.. __ Tttseveral it-m. J^JT Vtlv "•* ™*y w assistance, I am
22 t^av?

•Wi.g.forthmy views « t*. subject Wchyou mlgh^

\

s< ftyw^y yours,

^j*£fe teexl^^j,. NOTE: Next
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Enclosures
Communist Illusion 6 Democratic Reality
What You Can Do to Fight Communism
Christianity Today series
4-17-61 statement

JS^*?1

,

1
!? u?

ntaln
??

identifiable information regarding correspondent,and editorial ticklers reflect cordial correspondence 5th "The Shrer^rt
J^^esC Wlth regapd to the potations on the cover of the publication.<T^J The. Methodist Church Gone Mad? " the fir* quotation attributed toffieDirector was taken from page 12 from the Director's testimony beforethe House Committee on Un-American Activities, March 26 1947
The other quotation was taken from the middle of page 2 of the copy of the

!^Ct
2r
r^ rema

,

rks « APrU 22
> "54, before the Continental Congress

of the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution. One of the
enclosures sent in by correspondent mentions Chief Inspector W. C.
Sullivan, to whom she refers in her letter as an official of the FBI.
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J. Edgar Hoover
Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Will you please clarify for me your opinion of the
N. C. C. & if you still think that the Churches are being infiltrated

by the Communists? I left my church (Methodist) two years ago
because it continued to support their radical Bishops, such as
Oxnam, & the N. C. C. Now they are telling their people that

an F. B. I. official says 'The N. C. C. 6 churches are not
infiltrated" How can we know what to believe if you tell us one
thing (samples enclosed) & your men say something else - Of
course they didnt give the officials name but you can ask for it

6 they would have to tell you or expose their bluff. This should
be refuted officially if this isnt^o. We need help to clean up
this & other abuses such as our ChurcKliterature. Thank you
for giving this your attention.

Sincere!

^
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UNITED STATES

MemoratikUm
Qi :.

• »

TO

0d^ BAC '

DIRECTOR, IBZ

DALLAS (94-227)

date: 5/4/61

an

subject:

^ —.BARCH ( CORRESPONDENCE TOURS)

Rebulet to Dallas, 4/27/61.

Attorney, offices at.
* ^ntacted 5/2/61 by^o*— was »<lvi8ed that the mi n ^„

does rot~make •?aluItiLT
lLTSderftl Government and as such.

regarding TneBulfau" hfvJS^n^Jl y°2 had **» no cements
of the organization of Sl^i^iSSEii ?

8
??

,0
?
ive o-Ployee.

you dated 4/18/61.
inquired in his letter to

nature of Ine Bufi'lls^d reJlizJd^
1;^/11

: ««***»tlml
be »ade available to ttepuolic since tS^

tentS %tX
*Z

eot c**»<*
xn accordance with reeuiatioi« J+ J? £hey •*• confidential
and are available^cr^*?^^ St****** of Justice

C

/'2> Bureau
- 1 - Dallas
ED: can
(3)

^
J

SO MAY 1961

If
5 KAY 15 1961
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DEC- 22

UKf i, 1961 ^ £

Tour letter postmarked May 1, 1961, has ^een—
received, and the interest which prompted you to write isVi ^
appreciated. - ^

. ^r ^
Although I would like to be of service, the FBZ=:

is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as,.

such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as. to the

character or integrity of any organization, publication or?] M»
individual. I regret that ]L am unable to help you and hope' that

you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that

we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your
Inquiry. There is no charge for any of the material which this

Bureau is privileged to distribute to the public.

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the

general subject of communism which may be of interest.

Ul

UJ

s
\

MAILED 25

MAY 5 - 1961

COMM-FB1

Sincerely yours,

OL Edgar Hoowei

John Edgar Bootot
Dlncter

Jl

9\>

M PI

J
58 MAY 121961

Communist illusion and Democratic Reality

What"You can DoTo Fight Communism^ *

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion

RWEtbaw* (3) (see note next page)

MAIL ROOM I TELETYPE UNIT i

7



£b

:&>

I* r

»»•'

- I -



_^-.. w ..i . *

A
TRUE COPY
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Dear Sirs: A (/-/'

Would you please send me any information concerning
communist leanings in thê ational Council of Churchy pf rhr^
in the Il»SJL Also any ministerial leanings in that direction.
I would truly appreciate anything you have available on the matter
and will gladly send any remittance necessary.

Thank you very much.

In the service of Christ,

P.S. Do you have anything concerning Baptist leaders?

^
dn
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May 4, 1061
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Your letterrof April 28, 1961, has been

received, and your interest in writing is indeed appreciated.

In response to your inquiry, my position in this matter has
not change^nd the statement which I furnished in my letter

to! lis as true today as when I wrote to him on
FeDS5^T^651.

to you.
I hope that this information will be of assistance

Sincerely yours,
«*• Edgar

'£3r $uv
NOTE: The letter to

published in a pamphlet^
tow

concerned a statement of the Director's

ow Red is the Federal Council of Churches,

"

rational Council

risfCNQQC) iMludesWite%»infersnip the leading—
Protestant churches lnTEe~country. Various critics of the Council, withe

access to factual data to support their asseijUlins, have claimed this grou

is communist-controlled or influenced^r?J*'FBI,t of >bourse, has not

cjHrdnS'fo • - 56 may 12 1961*^ 7-/ <
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e Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Mr. Hoover:

On several occasions it years tve

"£-;

*<&:.

*!"*

?*

r<

written on February 3, 1951 # in reference to the
National Council of Churches

.

I am aware that this letter was written ten years ago, and I am
therefore Inquiring whether it still represents your attitude. I would not wish
to quote you unfairly. /

g) I am an official representative of the \ | Church to the
National Council of Churches and have worked in that organization since its

inception. p
May I say that I am writing to you for my personal informatioi

I shall not use your reply publicly in any way without your express permission.

^^^^ \

I take it that as a BisSdKrf the| |phurch I need not add
that I am in no way a sympathizer with Communism and that I am deeply concerned*
to strengthen our American democracy.

p.

With kindest regards to you personally, I am
»— ST0*>?^
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May 2, 1061
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CD
The letters from you and your husband

dated April 23, 1961, have been received.

While I would like to be of service, the
FBI; as an investigative agency of the Federal Government,
does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning the
character or integrity of any individual, organization or
publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection
either that we do or do not have in our files data regarding
the organizations you mentioned.

*— Tour grave concern over communism la
understandable, and your desire to learn more about this
conspiracy is reassuring. My book, "Masters of Deceit," g
was Intended as a basic text on this subject, and I am pleasedg ^

that you have found it useful. I am enclosing some literature^ [>
CD? *°

S

c
3

w
which may be of interest to you.

THuaFa
Sincerely yours,

0. Edgar. HooverMAY 3 - 1961

tJH:mem (a;

\
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~- ^ -^

ttj*" Enclosures (3) \
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- JCk»muJolsWUusion4msl:Pemocratic Reality 0M
Communist Menace/Red Goals and Christian Ideals
4-17-61 Statement

w
,
.- r .-^ .. . = :

-

*•* ;'C? ^b/ ''*"'

NOTE: Bullies contain no information identifiable with correspondents.
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NOTE: continued

:lLoJLCbur&£fi_fl£
its membership the leading Protestant

churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access
to factual data to support their assertions, haveclalmed this group Is
communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not
Investigated the NCCC. (100-50869)
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April 23, 1961 Mr.
Mr.
Mr. Pel

Mr. *'—

—

Mr. MakM__
Mr. »«—

>

Mr. «»-

«

Mr. Trotter

Mr. W.CSoIUtm
Tek.

Mr* J* Edgar Hoover, Director
fvc/o Justice Department

L/ -/Washington, B.C.

**4>ear Mr. Hoovers

Are our honest, well-meaning, sincere ministers b« JJf*
!
!IPS*

*0r thcTMational Council of Churehas? i
Mm <*"«*—-

Can the John Birch Society be so dangerous to our way of "
government that it requires more watching at this time than
communism?

1 certainlj donH think so and I wish our ministers didnHl

J
/£!

ld like *° relax and ****- faith ** the »*ticnal Council
of Churches, but I»m afraid to I Is the council infiltrated
by coanunists?

<& $~l

I am learning much from your "Masters of Deceit11
«

&&

Sincerely,

3

riC-31

jy
6

fr'

to^£**&k*\kt
.*«* *V»

t« MAY 8 19S1
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r^ J*,Edgar '^e? Director

% The Justice Department
Washington, D» C,

Dear Mr. Hoover*

T<4»

I Mr. Par
Mr. M/.K>

Mr. B<l-n~ntUlI,

I

Mr. Csl!a»»B__L

r. Evans -

Jr. Mai -n*

I

Mr. Tavd
Mr. Trotter
Mr. W.CSgllivaa

[ Tde. ».,

Mr.

Cindy..

«y be subvert^ h 0Ur countj* u f»»^«l

B^se or thi^l Wttld like „ uk^^ qBM(toifc

»wbj=3£3Sk *«*

—ass 2£r«xda ^x*
not able to trust fkflfta «• *,

J>eaaers # if we are
-e t™. r-?S£ui,ssns^t ""^ th-

tf^«SK-31

'-> • fc'

C "-*•-<
/oo_r.

MAY 12 1961
fa

tc ?!.£/ 8 1051
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May 5, 1W1

-63£>

Your letter of May 1, 1961, has been received,
end the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI
Is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your
inquiry.

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the
general subject of communism which may be of interest.

*r i

"11

HH5 •

«/

«f*

MAILED iif

!•:# 5 - 1961

COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours.

e-J

JL> £dgar Hoorac

John Edgar Hoover
Director

iK*"'
Pvs/

T- / Enclosure** (*} \# & •

fip~/ 9°fiPgfe*

P

1"* * *»d Democratic RealitWI™IM||| ,WrStZ 4-17-61 Statement ^^T/l^LW^li

"^^S^^^re^^S!^1!^^^!^^ess

the NCCC. (100-50869) oft
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y l, 1961.

Mr J. Edgar Hoover,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir -

I am writing you in regardrto the National
Council of Churches., Our church denomination is a
llember oTTKis organization, and recently I have heard
it isn f

t much more than a front for communism.

We certainly do not want to help the communists
spread their Anti- God literature, so will you please give me
any information you can about this so called religious organization

Respectfully

«•

ft I • -

•i' t*
I

) I.
2

f ,*fy

*<

fiEC-fi

#*t

to?- $-o*&- (, 3e>

te MAY 6 19^1
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Tour let*e' «* M»7 «, »61, ha» been rectiwd.nd the interest which prompted you to write U appreciated.

t
t

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI
la an investigative agency of the Federal Government and. as
such, does not make evaluation* nor draw conclusions as to thecharacter or integrity of any organization, publication or
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope thatyou will not infer in this connection either that we do orthatwedonot have data in our files relating to the subject of your

_ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the
gennral subject of communism which may be of interest

cc
" _ .

Sincerely yours.

V
^f

J» Edgar Hoover
John Edgar Hoover

Director

MAILED 25

WAY 5- 1961.

00MM-F9I

Enclosures (3)
Christianity Today Series
v4-17-61 Internal Security Statement

\fi

*•%*# *•
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P MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles
The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in itsmembership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their
assertions have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced.Tne FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869)
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T-entlcncr., O
IVr. ; recently contributing to tnt-_ITrtlor.Ll Council of

-•*•-• rn-r. -_1 7 acre :-r« r.fvcrcj. ^ro^Ttus ken ok/ or. the rt.cio
-

• --re ..r^i'le trt* rlivfC to c<*. 11 ir. t.tic caress o.ir.lDr.s.

ri::::t
* to^i^, or. sever; 1 occ.slor.c hive str:>r.£ly Snrlnutted

t:.? t t'-As or^.ni2ut?or. Is Co.~-ur.ist infiltrttca. '"ould It
\:c :os5itlc to ofct\in /our opinion cJfcout tris situation?
I cr rt ir.-.- \a not ^isivto contribute t:> tr.y or£cni ration
t:v:t ••:' s : r.yt".:in£ t? Co ?ith ,C2>~-unis.2.

Yours truly.

'V^

f

y

>/
i/»«

«*.**

\
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May 3, 1961

\

/oo^sv^? ' Ce^

^1 -**

« *, „ ,
YoUr 1

l
tter of AprU M

»
1981

' ta *~ received, a&fwa*to thank you for your best wishes. K^* £
-.- ff-

•*

t «m «ri.,T* w^6 moUve8 P«>m?ting your writing me are appreciated,jmdI am glad to know of your interest in combating communism/ Enclosed5material available for general distribution by the FBI along such lines whichyou may find pertinent at this time.
»U

«« -« "*,
Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is strictly aninvestigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not makeevaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any

organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to answeryour specific inquiry, and I hope you will not infer in this connection either

edf
°r DOt baV* Information in our flies relating to the group you

.iwJ? *v ?Lre8po,!M to the 8econ<1 question you have raised, the film,Operation Abolition," is sponsored and distributed by the House Committeeon Un-American Activities, and the FBI took no part in its preparation. Ihave not, therefore, as a matter of policy, made any comment relative to its
contents.- May I suggest that you consider contacting the Committee directly
in this connection in Room 225, Old Bouse Office Building, Washington 25,D» >• Z

. | HAILED 25 —

H

-'- -t

I uWAY 3 - 1961

COMM-FBI

res (4) Director's Statement 4-17-61
— You Can Do To Fight Communism

^^ommunism: Bitter enemy of Religio—fi**«es f^nf^hristianity Today *

uiLii'bbHL-J teletype unit CD Hr»\

Sincerely yours,

H»&tear Hoover

IS™
$•

fit/-

NOTE next page.
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. The National
Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership
the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of
the Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions
have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced The

'

FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50860) '
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J'r. J. Edgar Hoover
pept. Federal Bureau of Investigation
Vashington, D.C.

Dear !*r. Hoover:

It is with great difficulty I write this letter- t* 4.

^aUzT tTo
h
ihet^' ^ '?»" °Ut " ^"Soi.1-

!
SSlv Vo? wi?S thf

U recelve ffiaiy. "any Birh letters,
«M^iy * *4

with the 8ejne request perhaps, but alwavs
tef^Jf

«tlDns --- -Because of our great c^cetn roTlurbeloved com try, and our way of life.
"

t J?v
8
»h?

1
«
P
!
BIe *' f

03 angry, that we have so many people
*<nnZ ?£° ftna

J£
e clergy ^ Churches so vulnerable! An®since it seems that one can get away with drawing blood - '

ffi°nn
e
h
r
J??

e8 Up^?e Plottae -ay at the woun? m til?thereis no healing. Only history will prove them wrong, 'in ttameantime our people are distressed" ccnfussedjlor in some. . _.__.,__. are
instances they/believe what is bein*
aware of all this * said. You are well

2
f
nS5

U
b?lia?

e
irt^?h tha

i
B ^"J revival of strength anda new oelief in the Church can arise from all this. Howeve

JS2 SiiT
U find that we are HT impatient? Can you anTwi?

S? c
P^ aSe

*
ansv;er 8Qme nations forme? I feel that bythi s time your answers will be in a mimeograohed form 11

?u^V*lT?e£Yty le
t
teT Pf«***&* w?u'bra i™ * « Jeel u an no^or to have a letter from rou iany form. For I feel at this point that your off icTiTthe

U
'flis point tnat your office Is

Jlrst, do you heve anything that vUlu&^yarte the accuaatthat so many members of thfeattonffTCligrffR ffimfrS nr
SFSfi

1
!?* £?' ^ ?

CC i8 a cc^un^frontT^e^fplf
^stanVgroup"

Wtt°" " * "***"' ls a meffiber of tWs *"*

• Second, TTill you tell me whether or not "Operation Abolitiois a documented film, and/by whom. Did you Sd«S« ttefli
if BO,

:LtfL
a
^
ked

Ji

the
.
8e,luestion8

» over and over, as I serve on th
U state boerd of our vomen's work. Will lead a discussion jrr
;|

at oursecona Quadrennial AsserDly being heli 2t pSflue* if.•Indiana In July. . .Pit ese help me... and God bless you in you
work. » — —
* :-/ ^^^^^^^^^^ Sincerel y

r~ m
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Mr. T^
Mr. J»ar:

Mr. U.,}

Mr. Boli

3«&v

!:<£

Mi
Jfe-I

<T

Br. J. Winter Killer
.oleeiatcnt General Secretary
^J^tlonol Council of the Chi<rchee of Chriet

475 UfveroiaeTtIH
lew Xork 27, »•!•

Seer Hr. HiUer,

: 107
5 North KerrsnS Mr. r«j

lyvood 27, Celii Mr. r«n

V7»»7«f
—&&

, Le uj> j

"•A'

Thank you for your latter of larch 7 dialing with tbe stand of jour organL-
against th* Talldity of tbe fil» •Operation Abolition* and advising againstltT
showing.

l^r delay in answering you rosulta f*on my personal research en tba natter to.

into possession of all poaaibla faote.

Tour council has Intlcated that thia film ia not besad
For your information, 1 Hat tba following!

truth and ia

rr*

Tba following persona birrs atatad that tba student uprising in San Franeiaeo
against tba inveetigotlone of tba Ecusa Cocxrlttee on On-Arerioen Actirltias wae
Cocxunlat dlraetad and inapirodr Kayor Geargo Chriatopher of San franeiaeo, J.
Ed?ar Hoover, Judge Albert A* Axelrod (presiding judge at tbe San Frencieeo maio
pal court where tboae arrested at the uprieing had to appear). Dare Hope, reports
for tba Oakland Tribune,

If that ia not enough, seven Baptiat niniatera fton the San Franeiaeo Bay ar
were at the actual hearings, and thsy issued the following Joint statement which -

prated en Cay 17, I960 in the Foothill Baptiat Church publications
OS

p ^••••Wo aat in the rear of tbe roon on a raised platform where ws oould-easio irebaerre the proceedings, right in tbe aidat of etodant demonstrators. Wo studied

.v ^beiwfrowd carefully for hours and oould easily discern which were the maeterminde
of th* mob riots. It is our certain conviction that thia indefensible deconatrat

*"• ^irgaljait law and order waa conceived, planned and directed by a few bard-core

^ CorjEwniat agitatora who were carrying out their textbook ordera on inaurrecticn
S witht-claaaia succeee....* __ ~

Zt ia interesting to note tl»t not only did the Foothill Baptiat Church issue *A
strong oondesnatlon of your Cornell's action in refuting ths validity of *0p*£stl
Abolition" but the members of the First Baptiat Church of San Franeiaeo *otaa for
withdrawal of their church from affiliation with your group. ~ V

5 5 lipi

Obviously tbe latlcnal Council of Churchaa of Christ ia not representing its
bership reputed to be forty million Protestants of various denoclnatlooa. In fae
it la not representing patriotio Americanist all, nor is it upholding the torch
of Chrietianity which it supposedly rtfiCW*1* *!* ** ***** **» support to athgjst1

be 'sure that the! publication you pffl&tt*Scnt
r
p!sets !•*#- **i$ftnte*

dealing with yentr stand apainat *0>erntion Abolition* will b*' ^.jscris-cj^bv
Coenunla^, and Co^un5et~|>oot^ for forthera*"- -ow—their goallo^j

It ia to^bOioped and prayed for that every good Christian and patriotic Americar

will VhWjVv any pfeeent support of your oounoll.

(Zk/ Tours truly.
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I have received your letter of April 19 and appreclfttfc'L ^«
iich prompted your communication. ^ ^

^ I would like to point out that the FBI is strictly an
Investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither makes
•valuations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity
ofcany organization, publication or individual.

gr
Id response to the matter you discussed, you may

Sfe able to secure a copy of my book, "Masters of Deceit, " from
your local library. On pages 324 through 326 you will find a full*?
discussion of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA, to infiltrated
-religious groups. Our churches have been and will continue tobe^
Important targets in the overfall communist program of endeavoring

-to control all mass-type organizations, and we must remain alert to ^
. jwich efforts to subvert our way of life.

* ^

Sincerely yours,
J. Edgar

#

I

agar Uoover

(SEE NEXT PAGE)
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April 19, 1<

**. ;

*r.

.

*r.J
*r.<
Mr., i

Sft
Mr. n

Mr. Ti
Mr. rr
Mr. W. (

'Nth,

iir. J. 2dsar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
l.ashinfton, D.C.

Several independent publications have come
to ii-y detention which surest tte possibility of
extensive Coiinnunist organization within American

5
(

Luurci;es. The publications surest that the
Actional Council cl Churches and several irajor
xrote^tant denominations have been infiltrated or
duped by the Cozununist.

i»3 a nlnister of a irotestant Church which
is a member of the national Council of Churches,
I nould like to know to what extent your office
feels our American Churches have been infiltrated
by Coxnmunist. iilso I v:ould like to know if 1
have been wrong, in your openicn, in thinking that
the Junerican churches, by in large, are fighting
Cor^nunist ideals.

I will greatly appreciate any help your
office can give xne in understanding this situation,

Faithfully yours,

V

"!t<

yk

DEC- n /M^^7"
C

62'
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»aw; 4/27/61
Director, FBI (IOO-50869)

: Legat, Tokyo (105-1021)

•object: CHINESE COMMUNIST INFILTRATION

and 3/27/61?
fc,gro letters to the B^au 4/I3/60, 7/29/60
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Iso-soSrist-^'SL)
April 17, 1981

S
^

Your letter of April 19, 1961, has been received, and
the Interest which prompted you to write la Indeed appreciated.

In response to your Inquiry, the statement attributed
to me In your letter Is not true. It has always been my firm belief
that a broad knowledge of the communist conspiracy Is essential tf .

"

Americans are to effectively resist Its Influence. With this In mind,
the FBI prepared "Communist Target—Youth," which Is a detailed
account of the highly organized tactics employed by the Communist ..„

Party, USA, In the California demonstrations. An analysis of this ' -
••'

report will show that it does not cast doubt on the motivation or
loyalty of American youth. It is Intended rather as urgent encouragement
to young people to learn the true nature of this malevolent threat and,
armed with that understanding, to resist being duped Into unlawful and
unthinking action.

~Zfa/> . In order that you may have full background in this [/^
«/ "^Inatteri I am enclosing a copy of "Communist Target—You^i;"

r> Dy A ' wncereiy yours, ^
£*J' .

U '• J. £*** Hoover v^- V4

h
?t

r^frl

|ii SB «i*W.M"

#

- •C.MIhaXT ;

I

Enclosure *'*'

Communist Target—Youth
1EE NOTE NEXT PAGE
CJH:hmm (3) s~
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4-27-61

Enclosure

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information concerning correspondent.
The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC.
(100-50869)

v *- -2-
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April 19, 1961

Dear l£r. Booverj

o
In a report by the Hfttional Counsil of Churches , you

|

were quoted ee saying thatthere was bo subversive activity
oonnected with the student demonstrations on May 12. 13. and'
14, 1959 in Sen Fransloo. '

'
'

IWe, as interested students, would appreciate a oorrect
evaluation of the situation. Most souroes have proven to
be unreliable in reporting the issues and the true nature
of the events in San Fransioo*

Any information concerning this would be greatly
appreciated* Thank you.

Sincerely yours.

^

/Mr. Btlroo
nir. Calls*

Mr. Male

(Utf 2 1961

-62 6
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April 28, 1961

r^j

-II

received.
Your letter of April 20, 1061, has been

CDS -
n

H* Si
TO©

o tewltttaB .valuations or drawing coneCon* £«o
^i^*^i ,' "L"*8**1* «* «»y organization, publicationor Individual. Please do not infer, however. Inthis
connection ttot this is either a clearancl^ »onc^u,ceof the group in question.

*c«Tuice

t

i

.„.._.. Ai Enclosed is the material you requested•nd another statement of possible interest to you.

Sincerely yours, "-\

0. E4fi^ Hoover

)/
MAILS) 9

APR 2 3 1961 ^
^ \

W>
John Edgar Hoover

Director
.(}
J

Enclosures (5)

8ee Enclosures Next Page $

I
xi/. •^ DCLrsh (3) ^C* *>
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Enclosures continued

Internal Security 4-17-61
J. Hoover's address to the American Legion 1060
Expose of Soviet Espionage . ;

Communist Target—Youth :

Analysis of the 17th National Convention of the Communist Party, USA
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lprll20, 1961

United States Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Sirs

Please send your "Analysis of the 17th Rational Convention of the
Communist Party, USAJ"J, Edgar Hoover's address to the American Legion
1960»"Erpose of Soviet. Espionage Hay I960," •Connuniet Target—Touth*"

(0 I believe I heard that you have also prepared a vindication of . /the national Council of Chii™hP« from the accusation of Ccenunist V
infiltration. I would be yerj happy to see this*

nHas your bureau prepare<Leimilai\documents or urged a caution in
regard to the extreme right-wing activities as it has about the dangers
from the far left?

«»«*

Sincerely,

y
*

£2&

-Jrt* *Ar*

*&
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j^ REC-l* Ibt-BO 9(tfi'£ag *pm«..»961

^

S

11 i
Your letter dated April 17, 1961, has been pg M

Dear
|

received.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI i

i. strlctlv an investigative agency ol the Federal Government

^el^me* of Justice. I regret thai Ijun mt* tohefc

^"and£? you wW not«£ *J^S^^yS*do or that we do not have data In our nies reumu* «# «» *

of your inquiry.

s »

MA/IED

APR2 7 1961
COMM.

Sincerely yours

lEdguHcraic

Enclosures (2) listed next page

John Edgar Hoover
^Director

mo
Mm

NOTE- Correspondent is not identifiable in Bume^>ThelfetioiiaJ.D^cNOTE. c
°7*f^™,™

*

cn ..eludes in its inemberWp.the leading Prot-
Churches of, Christ (NCLi,) inciuaes ui *"» *X

f th;LY.olll;cn without
^itant chu'rches in the country. Various crMtS of *^o™ai,

tSs™
access to factual data to support their assertions, ^v*^*e*

Jf
8 *""

& ZZZ*-a tt%» npcc (100-50869). The World Council of Churches is

*3»sssKttasj=3pasw:
n wl^m ,Tn organization. (100-231551)

MAIL KOOM L-J^ TELETYPE WITU * *»
gmK .S»*y J _a *ML A00- ' TELETYPE IWT I—J ~ ~ /%v •
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•4-€l-tEB-introdtrcttDn
4-17-61 Statement

-Direotor'^gpeech^of-iO^i -00
Communist niusion and Democratic Reality
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TRUE COPY

April 17, 1961 ±

J. Edgar Hoover
F.B.I. Director
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir,

n l¥5h?e that this *»* ** w8Wy irregular and
this may seem trivial to you. E is of extreme importance tome, and Tm sure, to you too, sir, if you are a Christian.

-k« * «. -* *¥*?? a Chrifltlan
»
I have become much concernedabout just what is the truth about the so-called findings of the Un-

^iT!?t£^*
e
? Com™e °n «* National Council of Churches ofChrist in the U.S. A. and the deal on the Air Force Manual a year

• w * t „ * l?ve be6n able to »ecure some information about
it, but I realize that the sources of this information may be muchpredjudiced against the N. C. C. C. 6 W. C. C. C.

I

I have always respected you greatly and felt thatyour honesty was above question, therefore I felt that if I was to
get the truth, it certainly would be from you, sir (Whatever itmay be ).

K tt to possible to secure these reports or any
information regarding this situation, I would be very much indeb
to you if you would help me.

tea v

I am especially interested in the members, past and

£72£ *• SZff' * toe W'C C- C
'
etc

' *» weVe^dlycited as being affiliated with organizations which are contrary or ~j
subversive to our government and the American way of life. / n X
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1 - MrrGurley

/?5

-p*'' REO 9V^ 6 'S'OVffi !' ^*^April27.1*l

X have received your letter dated
April 22, 1961 y and your kind conments are
appreciated*

Your awareness -of the dangers of
communism and your desire to know nore about
organizations to which you lend your support
are understandable: however. I trust you can
appreciate ay inability to Se of assistance in
this regard* The prescribed functions of the
FBI as an investigative agency do not permit
this Bureau to draw conclusions nor sake
evaluations concerning the character or integrity h-f
of any organization, individual or publication*

Sincerely yours,
J. Edgar Hoover

NOTE ON YELLOW:

7 For a number of years allegations have been
made by a number of people, including s ewe. Clergymen.

r. / *. Jlo :the effect that the National Council oF the Churches
T * \iF*c ,;*

r
.of-Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated fc£ communists.

lx- »-*— • Although we have never conducted an\investigattah of
:. ,. NCCC. as such, we have kept abreastSfrf the; efforts of
-=325} Kthe Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) to infiUrate this

mo

at

Tains

organization through our over-all investigations of A/
the CPUSA, and communist efforts to infiltrate mass- *
type organizations. It does not appear from the
information we have developed that the CPUSA is
dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869)

the

^jE*RP:bgcV^(3) ^
4U> ;J^^KVt*ACPeTELttClfiMlT I

TV
NOTE CONTINUED PAGE TWO
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Dear Sirs,

Oar church is in quite a controversy nearly to
jhe point of splitting op over the "communism in the
churches." Would you please help as to learn the truth
about these organizations. Can you give ae documentary
*^roof that there are communist associated nen in the
Jatlonal Council of Churches, and the same kind of proof
that communist associated' nen helped to translate the
Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Also would like
to know if this radio preacher Mackintirs and Amen Charlie
from Kollingswood N. J. and their American Council of

JClirxs'tiaio Churches are completely free of any communist
affiliation. Now Im asking your available proof as we
already have booklets on bothcouncils and both claim
to be free of communism.

Ik

ii

i_* *. **? Hoover, as ordinary citizens please
our high praise for your work, and our thanks. I
like an answer from you as soon as possible as it
our church. We want to fight this evil communism
t0 I6*,** break up a church without real proof of
right is a bad thing. ,If the National Council is
communism then we will withdraw from that council,
you so much.

accept
would
may save
too but
who is
promoting

, Thank

•v

*

TRUE COPY

a)

K*r*/d6-S0B69- OT.1

*•

4V • APR 28 1961
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4-27-01

Director, FBI

RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS)

Enclosed is a copy of a letter received at the Bureau. Too
are requested to designate an Agent to contactJ % acknowledge bis letter,
and point out to him that the files of this Bureau are confidential In
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and are available
for official usepaly. Further, the FBI is an investigative agency of the
Federal Government and, as such, does not make evaluations nor draw
conclusions *s to th? character orlntegrtty of any organization, publication
or Individual.

Advise him that in view of the above I have made no comments
regarding our having no record of subversive employees of the organization
about which he inquired.'

A search of Buttles could not disclose the letter dated 2-3-51
from me which is mentioned in his communication.

Furnish the results of your contact to reach the Bureau no
later than 5-e-61 under the above caption.

Enclosure &£'t >$** y&-

Buflles contain, no information identifiable with the letter
ch correspondent' Indicates the Director wrote concerning
tployees of the National Council of Churches. Buflles indicate

we wrote on, 1-3-61 to!

Xf-ts&nrtr^ SsS#$
w
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f I and advised him that the Director could not
inject himself into matters of legislation •

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC)
Includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches In
the country. Various critics of the Council, without access to
factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this
group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course,
has not investigated the NCCC (100-50869).

Follow-up made for 5-8-61.

-*'*

-2-
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April 18, 1961.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D.C.

Dear sir:

As you probably know there are many charges and counter*
charges being bandied about in general terms accusing organisations
of being Communistic or Facistic:

Q Edgar C. Bundy, Churph League of America, has insisted that
tke National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. is infiltrated
with Communist subversives, but without naming the specific persons.
He recently sent me a purported quote from Richard Arena, Chief
Counsel for the House UnAmerican Activities, as follows:

"Thus far (Jan.25,1960) the leadership of the National Council
of Churchesof America we have found over 100 persons in leadership
capacities with either Communistic front records or records of service
to Communistic Causes."

:4

i

I

.
On April 14th, 1961, in Fort Worth, Texas before a convention of t

Disciples of Christ ( Christian Churches) a Mr. WilborC. Parry, Asst.Genl. /
Secretary of National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. said"we^S*f
have a letter from J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI dated Feb. 3, 1951, saying tut \

he has no record of any subversive employees of the National Council of Church*
And later confirmation of such statement.

"

Can you confirm or deny either of the above statements ? 2f so can
> you give me the names of any such persons referred to by Mr. Arens. Mr. Are
was written April 6th but has not replied. ^ j -^

«» tb m.*/Ja- Sage ?-6$
There seems to be an effort on the part of some organisations to

destroy the public's faith in their churches and their governmental officials.
'

I've no doubt from reading your book 'Masters of Deceipt" that the Communists
are trying to infiltrate all phases of American Life, but I hate to take stock
in unverified accusations. X would appreciate it very mt(c1r,«fti^u

fl
£Ould set me

straight on the two above conflicting statements. -

~

m .*. _ .
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1 - Kr. Gurley

KC-73
April 26, 1961

fOO- ±0 ?(c,Cf ~ q^

//:.>'-

I have receiveJ your letter dated April 18,
1961 , and the interest which prompted your cotsiunicating
with me is appreciated*

While I would like to be of assistance, the
jurisdiction and responsibilities of tlie FW, strictly
an invesi igativc agency of the Federal Government, do
no* extend to furnishing evaluations or comments

3 *
&»

concerning Hie character or integrity of any individual,
organization, or publication. I am sure you will under-
stand the necessity for this policy and will not infer

-"^ that:we do or do not have in our files the information
-'—you desire.

a.
••'^ - I am enclosing, however, a list of organizations
/.'designated by '*hc3*teparuient of Justice pursuant to
Executive Order, 10450 and some literature concerning
'the menace of^fcuTunisn which you may like to read.

7 ^>

MAILED. 3t

APR 2 61961

COMM-FBt

Sincerely yours,

J»- Edgar Hoovtr

Enclosures - 5 *

Sa^B'V- Albany (Enc") (See note
" - — ¥WS= LTG:eab
T*»l. "» V

UUw fc/*v.X.falllM.
T»l».

^2«S2-1865d

kBX-WSJrtCC
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C- ALBANY;

There is attached hereto one copy of a letter
fron correspondent wherein he states that be has been
selected to participate in a US-USSR student exchange
.trip.

Bufiles contain no identifiable references to
correspondent*

The National Council of Churches of Christ has
not been investigated by the Bureau. We have kept abreast
of the efforts of the Cmunist Party to infiltrate it
through our over-all investigation of the Comunist Party.
USA. It dots not appear that the policies of this
fjggnjgtion are being dictated by the Comunist Party.

t

TTiis is being furnished for your information.

- * -
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WOTE ON YELLOWS

. 4 copy is being designated to Albany because
subject indicates possible travel abroad.

The following items of literature are being
sent to the correspondent in addition to the list of
organizations designated under EO 10450:

1. "Internal Security - Statement of Director
dated 4-17-61"

2. "Communist Target - Youth"

3. "God and Country or Comaunism"

4. "What You Can Do to Fight Comnunij
Preserve America"

and

'~t

&*

1

•9-
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear lir. Hoover:
s

ft Recently I was selected to participate this sumer in
II a US-USS* Student J£xchange Trip, in a group sponsored by the
HiBcumenical Voluntary Service of. the-tjational Student Christian
II federation, a movement related to theHational Councilor
I Churches of Christ in the VJB.k. The trTpT'an educational

travex rourT1 runs from June 26 to September 5. It is part
of the formal cultural excnange between the government of the
USSK and the U.S. State Department. - :

I have several questions about this Exchange, which Iwould appreciate your answering.

1. Is the National^Student Christian Federation "pink"
or has it ever been suspected of Communist leanings?

2. Is the MSCF listed on the Attorney General *s list
of subversive organizations, has it ever been so listed, or -

considered for listing?
3. Similarly, is the national Council of Churches of

Christ in the U.S.A. fpink" or has it ever been suspected of
Communist leanings?

4. Has the National Council of Churches of Christ in the
U.S.A. ever been on the Attorney General's list, or considered
for such listing?

5» Does your knowledge of these organizations indicate
that this program has sound and reliable sponsorship?

6. Do you approve of this US-USSR Exchange, or are
there reservations you would indicate in recommending
participation in such a program?

Thank you for your information and assistance*

Very truly yours,

,V

&13Q * «™ 27 1961 Cg*

/
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1 - Mr. Gurley

April 26s1961

inr-i***^***
111**1 would ***» t0 ** of assistance, theJurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI strictlvan investigative agency of the Rdernl r^J^L?«tlcJlynot extendNo furSshing°evafo^

nave in our files the infomation you desire.

of ti« Un,J2/c?Vf your *»*«5»»t ln the Internal securityor tne united States. I m enclosing me h*»VmwST ^
concerning communis.Vhich you SSfttkTU read!

</

MNUED.SS

APR 2 61961

COMM-FBt

Sincerely yours.

111
CDS

rs»

<M^
-.»"*

^;"i

Ttattor

Tab.

Enclosures - 5

LTG:eah/(3)
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Sffi NOTE ON YHJjOT PAGE 1*0.^ ^
^^^ •£*! JFf m+~ ^^ ./^ I111 Li ^* --
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NOTE ON YELLOW>

correspondSu
1CS C°nt'in *° ldenti"«b^ references to 1 v

// « -.v ™ f^rrespondent advises that his church is a inhtr
Itl 1** National Council of Churches and thatinfomStiS//he has received indicates that conmunist or conuniSt
SSKfi^rrh^K1" ^^! t0

C lcaders of the NationalS X*! °l Vwrctes and have been swaying .the policies
°l

t
?
at

u
cnurch S™«P. He desires to obtiihas^eany factaabout the situation as possible and feels that e^an™r

iS?
1

hSi
tizen

*f
c is entiJ}ed to infoiiaUon which theFBI say have pertinent to this problem. He pointed out thathis .mister publicly denounced the San PTancisco fi£concerning the Comittee on Un-Anericen Activities(Apparency he refers to -Operation Abolition!*)

.«* ,«—jPS J1?1 "Operation Abolition" was preparedand distributed by the House Connittee on Un-American

ireplrljion.
11^ ^ M *** "***» ^ with iff

h»« «* kJ^* 1*^10"81 ^"ncil of the Churches of Christhas not been investigated by the Bureau, *•"*»*

We have kept abreast of the efforts of the
Communist Party to infiltrate it throuS ou? Sver-Jllinvestigations of the Communist Party feA» it does n«t
•fPeaj: that the policies of this^r|an^ion arl bSLdictated by the Communist Party. (100-50869)

to correspondeS:
10^^ lte-S of "*™» mere sent

,

1. -Internal Security". Statement of Director 4-17-61-
2. -One Nation's Response to Communis*

3. -Communist Target - Youth"

4. -What You Can Do to Fight Communism andPreserve America"

5. -God and Country or Communism?"
-2-
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April 15, 1961

1

I

^
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J* Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, 0.0.

Dear Sir:

The more or less recent information that I have been
getting from my church in regard to Communism could
be outlined as follows:

1.

/
2.

3.

4.

^
5.

6.

That National Defense --or any preparation for
war — is Anti-Christian, and we should active-
ly work toward doing away with any such effort.
That even if invaded, we should not resist with
force.

That any efforts such -as the Committee on Un-
American Affairs — or the film of the students
that rioted in San Francisco — are a threat to
the American way of life, and a path that could
lead ub into being as; evil as Communism itself.
Our minister publicly' denounced the San Francis-
co film as being bo twisted that it is unfit for
public showing. '

That our country is a nation of corruption, grow-
ing worse, growing farther from God daily.

That Capitalism has exploited mankind too long.
That any system motivated by "Profits", the way
that ours is, is about as Un-Christian as It can
get, and there should be some economic changes
made.

That our great weapon against Communism is prayer
and to convert Communists into Christianity.

That the above mentioned ideas
and encouraged by the National

are sanctioned
Council of Churches.

(*}

I f IThis church is Methodist, and a member of the
"
National

U //Council of Churches. Z have been reading several book-

{

\* f/iets lately that intimate that the N.C.C. has Commu-
#, )' nists or Communist sympathisers among itB top leaders

,

yj
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To: J. Edgar Hoover, F.B.I.
April 15, 1961

Page 2

•«

feS

and ac such, they have been swaying the policies off

that ohureh group.

I want to get as many of the facts about this situ-
fatlon as Z can. You represent one of the best sources
of information that I know of. I believe that as an
American Citizen, I'm entitled to information you may
have pertinent to this problem. I am not looking for
information to bring discredit to the churches of
this country, but if Oomaunism is creeping into the
church — then this information should not be with-
held.

Respectfully,

kl
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SAC, MEMPHIS '(100-3727)

THE J01DI BIRCH SOCIETY

I-.- -.*

Transmitted herewith is a pamphlet V'htLTJLed j:

SHOULD YOU RF. DISTURBED'" This DnnnhlM. was madcr available X

Xq 5^ by who stated that J

the pa-ipniei. was Deing aistnoutea Dy and V
The informant was 01 tne opinion that

the committee For'lndividual Responsibility, who allegedly r.^
compiled this pamphlet, is a front for the John Birch

fa
r<

Society. It will be noted that -husband of -

one of the alleged distributors, xs» vue 01 tne ..leaders of

the' John Birch Society. It will be noted that the pamphlet

i- 'In general an attack j>n_the Rational Council of Churches I

pnd alleges that^thls" organization iscomraunl3t_inrlit rated.

In this regard there is a reference tothe book, .Masters
|

of Deceit" by the Director. .

- ...
>

On April 5, 1961, ;°^ e
--- r

of the Post Master, Nashville, Tennessee, advised that
. ^

Post Office Box 6G03 is rented by */

This material Is submitted for information

purposes and no action Is being taken by the Memphis
. |

Division UACB. -
.

' -

C OH l'.- - U J - r ^ , - [

s*>.J- Bureau (RM) T J

- Memphis (100-3727) \
'•

FrfNrcjr • K
(3) . .

^3
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rls'Your VCLurcli a MemLer

-of ITlie Rational Council

'." *oi Cn virelies?

'<&

'

^^Mcmbcrs listed as of the National Council Churches:

\ ^African Methodist Episcopal Church .. .

••*

^African Methodist Epis. Zion Church

^AMERICAN BAPTIST CONVENTION (Northern Baptists)

^AMERICAN EVANGEL. LUTHERAN CHURCH

~l >Anncnian Church of North America (diocese)
:

.-'T-*Augustana Evangel. Lutheran Church

* Church of the Brethren
'

-^CHRISTIAN CHURCHES (Disciples of Christ) Internal Convention

^Christian Methodist Epis. Church V - _
^Evangelical United Brethren Church

;

.. JBvangclical Unity of the CzeL Moravian Brethren of N. America

J
.yFrvc Years Meeting of Friends (Qualm)
-h Greek Orthodoi Archdiocese cf N. and South America

* Hungarian Reformed Church in America ;\ -.

National baptist convention ys^, inc.

"^THE METHODIST CHURCH . ;

/^Moravian Church (Unitas Fratrum)

.'^National Baptist Convention erf America ^
"

r folish National Catholic Church of America—this is "old Catbobc and

. ^--in communion with the Amex. Episcopal Church

iipRESBVTERlAN CHURCH IN THE VSJl.

jttPlSCOPAL CHURCH IN THE VSJl.

. ^-Reformed Church in America
'

^Roumanian Orthodoi Episcopate of America

'^Serbian Eastern Orthodoi Church
* Russian Orthodoi Greek Catholic Church cf America

"Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

^Seventh Day Baptists, General Conference . * ;

/ Ukranian Orhodoi Church of America

Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Clurch

United Lutheran Church in America

^UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE USA.
_ ^ ^ _- . .* uS.

i
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. :2£Does tKetJCC Speak for Prorata ntUm
•'•-

: -

:
-

:'"-. ,r*on !£ociaI and Political ksues?

ime and again the NOC has posed itself as the voice of Protestantism.

^Tbis was not or is not a power they were given, have earned, or even

_

:

;^tiave. ; Bui, they .male the voice Inown—fcuppc*>cd3y as the representation

-of 38,000,000 Protestants.

Too often, the NCC or hs committees pass resolutions or male stands

"^Ihat are loo far to the *left~ for most Americans to accept. Among these are:

. V'J. Recognition of Communist China by the U.S.

„/%J2. Admission of Communist China to U.N.

*~S3. •'Progress toward universal disarmament by multHjtCTal agreemen:
",

:

~<te. U.N.)

^Note: This males our armed forces subject to the Russian veto)

, 4. Abolishment of military conscription and allow Selective Service to

", lapse.

- ,?£5. Tbey lobbied against and defeated the Briclcr Amendment which
* -would male h unlawful to male treaties that were in violation of

T "v.the U. S. Constitution

-V€. They advocated repeal of the McCarran Act that prevents Inown
Communists and other undesirables from immigrating to the U.S.

;- *7. Tbey tool a tfand against "Right to Work" laws saving ihcy were

^

.

unChristian.
<r 8. Tbey would do away with the House Un-American Activities Com-

mittee.

9. They favor repealing the Connally Reservation which permits the

J United Slates to determine for itself what are domestic issues for the
"
^United States rather than leaving this jurisdiction to the World

- - - ..v'CourL This could lead to our losing the control of the Panama
Canal, change in our tariff policies, etc.

'10. Tbey favor Federal Aid to Education which would deprive us even

; more of our freedom.

^11. Tbey favor the Forand Bill which would bring socialized medicine

\J2, They are strong on the liberal viewpoints on integration

.^13. They demand more and more foreign aid to other countries.

* The National Council of Churches goes all out foi the "One World",

r
mOac Court", "One Church" idea. In economics they tale the extreme

liberal and socialistic viewpoint toward sharinc the wealth, socialized medi-

cine, government control. They publish boollcts and pamphlets for stud)

: ,by church groups giving their viewpoints on these subjects, thereby leading

the readers to believe th3t this is Cod's will.

"Ret: WHY ONE CHURCH'S CONSCIENCE SPOKE OUT AGAINST
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHUKCHES OF CHRIST IN THE

v U.S.A- .
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For the N.C.C. lo deny lhat Commun'.-" has infiltrated into some
"churches is pure stupidity. This is a mjitu of fjcl and num;-r.v;s min-

'istcrs have admitted ihcii communisiic affiliation^ The Communist ::a\e an-

nounced this as one of ihcix goals.

Rcf.: Masters of Deceit Chapter 23

J. Edgar Huovcr

tHtKHLKT PHILBR1CK, author of "1 Led Three Lives." and for

nine years an underco\cr agent for the F.B I. said, "We arc losing tlie

fight Jot .freedom—(here arc more names of ministers than any othcj

profession on the list of communist supporters in this country.

"

•tffc

v \ The National Council of Churches docs not advc»cale any theology

except the recognition of Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and Savior. It does

not ask for personal acceptance of Jesus Christ, but lets each church dc

Irrminc upon what foundation a person becomes a Christian. But, many

^of the leaders and theologians mosf prominent in the NCC are liberal in

their theology. Here are some "of the beliefs of this hierarchy .

J.JThe Bible is a mythology.

' Jl. Jesus was sinful.

' ..-; 3. Jesus was not God. "

* -

4. They do not believe in substitutionary atoncment.

5. They do not believe in Hell.

6. They do not believe in the Virgin Birth.

7. They do no* believe in the Second Coming of Christ

..For more information you can study the booLs of:

.-#

\-.-

Dr. C. Bromley Oxnam

Dr. Rcinhold Nicbuhr

Dr. Paul TilJich '
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^Sources for Study Material

Many churches have asked for sources of inform .iiion to conduct

studies of ihcir own on the NaiionaJ Council of Churches of Christ in the

-U.S. Listed below are some or the niore prominent ones. There are m2n\

tHhers. It is a common practice of the NOC lo attack the indMdua! or

'the organization issuing such reports and to label them Apostles of D;>

cord. However, in practically ever) inslancc/you will find that ihe facts

presented have been verified and have not been challenged for authenticii)

-CONGRESSIONAL RECORDS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

Ti»— m'-C^rttwwmi t*c*r< V~<* m* M»n* 1. 1H«, to/ to,
, U. V H#w «l t»^»««K^^*, lfe*W VKrWt Pr^Haj Of***. Wo-Ai^l— DC.

.
*f lirt ^ C l<e>*W7 O.i— * fetor, A* fi«i mx •« IW-Am^ A-Tb.r

r*o«»*tot»»»v WwJ.i^^ D C , Jvty 71^ ItJJ.

^im, C , Awywvt 1*. ItU
"*!« TWj«9» T*« fti»M Km« AU«i ^i >" ri— thi M tk4Mr^ Arti* '— --Mi^to-. DC, Avt K 1W1 p*-^Wi o» j

" -

_ „i 7.. SK*.W (j^ AW* C.—^-— »Mf L»W>«
fr*w«Hd V A> banr» C*«*M TfW^M Jfc**%»r >touf«^ WUn *•---—» Arhr'.ta**. U^vmJ Wrtt. friwn., 0««p. WoAniw, DC, FOfwy |_. ...

cm H~»n» r. A* C«»»vw}u r»^y^-C i i W— « 0»A«»nc»B Arfcrrt«.W l*pr»~«*r*-»v W»»>r.»gt*«. D C . DmnA« t2. 1W4,
<p«

35, D C. in i r, 1), Jti*.
:—." ^W-B fel^J* Wf«r««r«^, MkU.^ »^UU V*. T | M ii Jul *f Om
ti it Prtota, CHfK», WHkii^. », ft. C

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS
•i r^vi t>p«n to ** Wpiii^ u«

I Tto* fc>". Wy Um^ A- Orrtx, *«. tatfW* W
to *• *r»» 0»rti IrWm..- tor ?•»< M

"CC.- to/ i.

'ARTICLES

PU» t»t«-

-**

ft*c A, H9i CWi««

... . ^-x, WHp« •» t»4 CW»"-Mi*^Wf.• wee", p-v 31 mmd » CW^'*wrfr T*4»y, Nn^ir t
"Ito> Ci. M .^i tb A*» AHrr T*v CWr*-_to7 toWn A. r*tori<i.

pWL, Cto>*_ M«^iJ 77 1^.1 >»* Vr . L___
• fr^W*H>»1 Sim i liii *f TTk-CJ i

"
t J** V , Ito-- Y»rt H. Itow T«rV

"*
f*w to »»7 i. mi. »— *-

—-.— 1. D. C •=

mU 0» ONP^tow"-^tof I* & kfim, f
'

•^'••ftoi I. D C'***"
C i »l1 Ulto* Ito A4A, Oct V

i 1. Mrw T»r%_

> K*tm. ^ CtoSrti^ UH «^ W«rt. TU Wtj^t.^ C J •! CV

:>\
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V "^ORGANIZATION, WJ&UCATION OR INDIVIDUAL WHO CAN

I ; . jj^UPPLY VARIOUS MATERIAL ON THE NATIONAL
-."":•--". --COUNCIL Of CHURCHES - .

. ami -
-

P.O W* Mil. U^nr

. BiWliy Ci^i J. M>'«^" , W n t*a h* "*J T«»

-Ji+* & r*v.. sin i. m-tt, wwiwta.
MCC « to wfa^ ^Iom )

VCtHiii-| Om4». P.O. W- TT7. T*W. C*
'<•». L. r. W.W. P.O ft** M44. <

h« T» UU^n

i

Far specific information on the political and tocial viewpoint of the

Rational Council of Churches, write to the National Council erf Churches

"of Christ in the U.S.A., 297 Fourth Avepue, New YorL 10, N. Y., and

-. mil for material on the subject you desire.

Actions taken Ly Tlie N. C. C. at

General Assembly .Meeting in

San Francisco, December - I960
J. Adopted b $15,704,400 (m) budget for 1961, including $2,365,000

for shipping surplus food and other aid to needy areas ovcrscas.

2- Praised the clergymen and citizens of Nc* Oilcans who have upheld

tbc
%
*worth of every individual, without regard to race or color" In

the [ace erf **rising hysteria and mob violence" against school integration.
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' ^t003^ ^P005^ M«d democratic labor organization" among
*"-!!-* 5^' mUJjC,D mi£iatoO' fa™ wortm to raise their warn and *£
>•" 'jasiauuwa bving coodiijom. •:-.-,

..*V :4
--
Hcard \ "^r^bcmjve report fnxr foreign missionaries, charring

...pAmencan apathy to oppression in «ha la-is contributed to communis

^3>acl™-ard area*.
:"****.„ '

'

^"*J^L'^
i
f
d Cfd

'

I

1

Wcssin£ °° president-elect lohn F. Kennedy and vice

;
^trffl 10 lead the country in >ths bf peace°and justioe forVa^iid^

}HJT) Urged atrengthening of the United Nations at -power for peace a-
^ .ftooflg- nauons, -*nd aaid Americans abould be ready to accept thTfact a

* •'5nhed&2S
5C~dmX1£b ** dcmocratic prcette*-^ovaride the will of the

'\alfi" °? 5* ^P*00*™1* programs" by this country to heed God's com-
. ; *«iand and share ocr wealth r* •—«-——' * ..'.-

- -.»-«
APPcakd f« «n end to discrimination in employment against Negroes,

^^araui of oriental Ait***

I^.*«0 Reaanmended continuing "dialogue with Roman Catholics"« rt-
^ffcpoos liberty and other church matlen.

>^eiL^SiPr ^ ° **"• * """^ **** »COTt«7. «*
-'J^k-Rev. Dr. Edwin Espy, as associate general aecretary.

^ '^2. Urged aid to Cabas refugees m Florida. "_

^?2" *I
d«hwJ "T^ °° *e "teatr of (he churches" terming fte present

--period "the moat catadytmic m a recorded hiatory - ^nddedarinr Ac
churches "dare pot proceed on a botm«>-»»-n«n«r >^w - ^

J^ *4 Elected Miner, a acholarry 51 -year -old anuhinnTliooaire wbo teaches

>^^LJ ,d>OQ, " *" boroctoWD «* Columbus, lnd.,=»s 1be first layman to
-?16*1 the councu"m hi 10-year history. -'-

^.

-.,:*^ I^Jnntri bxm Decern :
**

hi'*

a

^
s*eprints of this pamphlet 10 cents each. Write:*. O. Box 6603 Nsshvilk

12, Tarn. . , •.-._• *-•-
.

-\ <
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March 13, 1961

Tour letter of March 16, with enclosure, has been
received, and I appreciate the interest which prompted yon to write
to me. It was good of yon to give me the benefit of your observa-
tions and comments, and I assure you that I readily understand your
grave concern over the menace of communism*

Although I would like to be of service to you with
respect to your inquiries, the FBI is an investigative agency of the
Federal Government and does not make evaluations or draw con-
clusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication
or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not have dita
in our files relating to the matters you mentioned in your communica-
tion. J 'jjf

Please accept my thanks for your generous expression^
of confidence In my administration of the FBI, and for your prayec* >
I am enclosing some literature which you might like to read. 5

*s»

*>

KWn«il9613

Sincerely yours,

tf
*x 1 1

*s(5)
K»SJj|«Ki iCl

John Edgar Hoover
Director Di^/

K»S4 a "a; .a
Ijfiffi-JiL/TOrrefcpondent's enclosure (self-addressed stamped envelope)

Director's Fpeech 10-18-60 The American LegionT //
TmwI. IgEf^What You Can Do To Fight Communism beceiacd

\

Mtt*«5'.«|o»i«i*mtet Target-Tooth -; / Iju^" 7/*

'

2? Series from ChrtstUnttzTodty tf? CrM f
Try BHA:ha&

n
(*6|j|J»

,

i
1

ttS>»""""^
/



o jto

Letter 3-23-61

MOTE: Nothing was located In Buttles which was identifiable with
correspondent The World Council of Churches of Christ is allegedly
composed of a number of christian churches throughout the world
with the exception of the Roman Catholic Church and certain —»H
sects. Buttles contain no identifiable information of a derogatory
nature concerning this organization. The Bureau has never conducted
an investigation of the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCCi
but we are keeping abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party USA.
<PP, USA) to infiltrate this organization. It does not appear that theCP, USA, is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869)
Correspondent's enclosure was a self-addressed stamped envelooe •

being returned. ~i~#

K. -

"*

: **
:

• *

-2-

--%;;- •.-.*.
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Mr. J.Edgar Hoorer
FBI
Washington, B.C.

Sear Mr. Hoover:

'nr. iwfi.

Mr. P.n
Mr. M«h.
Mr. r-lir

Mr. I':!!

Mr •'•«

Mr. !A.i:

Mr. >!-.!

March 16, !#£^
I JSr. 7 n=:

* 51 r. W.C.
-. f Tele. B«e

J
Mr. later:

l^rft

I am a young Presbyterian Seminary student serving an internshl
on the plains of Nebraska. I have been quite disturbed recently
at the amount ofSliterature put out charging Communist infilt-
ration into the^-Hat^onal Council of nhurches.. the World Council
of Churches, and the leaders of these groups. My youthful ideal
ism reacts against these charges.

Sir, could you please tell me whom to believe, these fundaments
ists or the respected church leaders ? The people in the towns
that I serve are as bewildered as I. Two weeks ago we had a
speaker at our church along with the film "Operation Abolition"
and he condemned the above groups and everyone else who didn't
agree with him and his fundamentalist theology.

It sickens me to think that some ministers might be Communists,
and so I, in defense, question the integrity of the fundamental
ist groups making the charges. But if these charges are true. I
would like to know about it and try to do something to correct
it.

Mr. Hoover, I respect you and the work you nave done very much.
An answer from you concerning the above would be greatly approc
iated by me and many of my other friends in the ministry.

Sincerely,

May God continue to bless you in the work you are doing for our
country.

f

f

-**3
ifj

H
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"Hi *

#k* « . . _^, ltave r6C«ived youx totter of April 17, and I SDDreclJL 5the Interest which prompted you to write.
' appreciate g

or «m..h.™ .~
WhUe

. *
ca^*wduT ^wleretand jour concern, I cannot be

S^SSlf?-
10 y0tt since "* FH «» »«ctly an InveaUgaUye ajencyofthe Federal Government and neither makes evaluations nor draw?

'

conclusions as to the character or integrity of any c^»u£T£ubii-caUon or individual. I regret that I am enable to lielp^o*™ ndjhoSe^that you will not infer in this connectton either thatwe *Ti 4)2?have data in our files rotating to the mauers about wttch£utn^^

««k^» «# .
l *?n enclcsing some material concerning the general•object of communism which you may like to read, and to resraMto

•a^iS^u
681

'
X *" tor™*»* «•» separate cover 12 copSTJsSpecific item you mentioned. Please accept my thaiiks fo/your^enermm^•^on^ confidence in the work£^rL^^m*ZSl£?

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (»)

Listed next page
1 - Mr. Morrell Room 4135

12 ChristianityiTooay Serle# / >^

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE

. w?h.(c-
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Enclosures
4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-61 statement by Director re Internal Security
What You Can Do To Fight Communism
10-18-60 speech of Director
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

f<

Includes in its membership the4eading Protestant churches in the
country. Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data
to support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist-
controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investicrted the
NCCC. (100-50869)

•>£

-I-

1



TRUE COPY

pril 17, 1961

J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

**. s-tj7 Dear Sir:

I am deeply concerned about the Communist's Infiltration into every
phase of our American life - especially the Naive members of our Methodist
Church.

Dvyour files do you have any record concerning the present
leadership of th^National Council of Churches? If so - What?

Could you send me the objectives as set out by the N.CC.or affirm
that they are the same as those listed in the article "Oppose the National Council
of Churches" by August W Brustat, appearing in the October 1960 issue of the
American Mercury Magazine?

Do you agree with his suggestion on deliberate action we must take?

Can you send me the N. C. C. recommended book list?

These names appear in "Recognize Red China?" circulated by
Circuit Riders-Ihc. 18 E. Fourth St. Cincinnati 2, Ohio. What "Red front"
connections do they have?

Rev. Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg - Pres. N. CC?
Rev. Roy G. Ross - Gen. Sec. of N. C. C.
Rev. R H. Edwin Espy - Associate Gen Sec. N. CC.
Bishop G. Bromley Qfcman - Vice Pres. NCC?
Wenifred L. Chappell - Sec. Methodist Federation for Social Service -
Rev. Edgar N. Jackson - Methodist Federation of Social Action ~ I
Thelma Stevens - Executive Sec. W. S. C. S- Gs*"
Dorothy McConnell - editor "World Outlook".
Jameson Jones - Editor - "Motive" Mae?ffW
Ralph W. Sockman - Pres. Board of World Peace
A. J. Muste - Presbyterian Clergyman.

to *»u.
Tou are the one person I can quote and no one questions the facts you

<//>V- fc*

jf



I Uy

You have written so many fine articles. Where can I order copies
tojEive out to our various church and civic organizations?

I need 12 copies, of all three series, of your article on the
Communist Menance: Red Goals and Christian Ideals; Communist Propaganda
and the Christian Pulpit and Soviet Rule or Christian Renewal? I would like to
place these in the hands of every minister of our churches here In fl M

May God bless you in your fine work and may the American people
be awakened before all is lost.

Tours truly,
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April 10, tMl

Itawl.

,L I have received jour letter of April IS, and
I do want to thank you for your prayers as well as your
generous expression of confidence in my administration
of the FBI.

It was indeed thoughtful of you to bring the
matter you mentioned to my attention, and I am most
appreciative of your observations in this regard.

It was a pleasure to send you the material
to which you have referred, and I am enclosing two other /
items on the subject of communism which you may like to-j
have. ^X

Sincerely yours, ^
J. Edgar Hoover

Enclosures (2)

4-61 LEB Intro
4-17-61 Statement

m

m

1 - Newark - Enclosure

- MOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. Hie material
>. to which she referred was undoubtedly sent to her without a cover tetter

which is in accordancejd^^nDroved Bureau procedures. Bufiles
>rd ofr^^^^^^^ISSSTZZ "'"".. .contain no rgp>*

&^\ v>
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April IS, 1961

Mr. J. E. Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, 0. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

fir *~l

I feel that I must report to you part of a
conversation I had with the Luthern Pastor in our town--

Chasch

After a watlonal flnynrT|l, o^hwr^e« Film Strip

and paneldiscussionheld jointly by my fl (pres. Church
and The I |Luthern Church this week I spoke to

[and told him Welt that the Council was all

wrong to be so outspoken in political affairs. I have seen
Operation Abolition and told him that every American should

see this (the council says we should not). He had the nerve
to tell me that the House Un-American Affairs Committee
planned the riot so that they could film it and that the committee
bad outlived its usefulness. I told him that J. E. Hoover had
written a pamphlet about the riots (Communist Target-Youth)

and that this was a documented film. He told me you wanted
prestige and so were doing your job. I told him anything J. E.

Hoover said was in my opinion true. He told me I was nieve

and reading the wrong material. After finding out by his own
admission that he is for world government and one world church

I feel he should be investigated and not permitted to brain wash
his congregation! This is only one of many subjects regarding .

communism and the church but noten one did we agree. _ n / /\ X_9
^S^ 0064 /JO-&0X(*'!'&*

Perhaps he has open reading the wrong material

and is a dupe. I do not know but feel that he should not be _ ^g
preaching in a Christian Church where he can influence su Ulany

people from the pulpit if his loyalties are not with America. ^ 1W|

<f

Thank you Mr. Hoover for the material you sent to

ime on request a few weeks ago. It is constantly being passed from
one neighbor to another and I only wish America had many more groat

* men like yourself protecting it. Ton are doing a wonderful job and

v£. I know the pressures on you must be very great. God bless yon. k
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April 20, 1961

_M„. m .Jrour !•** * April IS, 1061, has been received, and the Interest^which prompted you to write Is appreciated.
u»«ww

=»

#•_ M .

Although I would like to be of service, the film, "OperattoB^&olU*
£5£#!"

•P°^ed
J
Wd d«ril»tol **• House Committee on UnTAmertca* *Activities and this Bureau had no connection with Its preparation. As ana&r£policy, I cannot, therefore, make Mv «,».»«.» »•«. JLJzSTiT .1 ^!-_

m*8er^SS^L'J^S^. t
?.!

Pe5re
»_makf^ comment with respect to It. May I sfgraf„~. .~-~ ^_ Committee which Is located in ^SSI r?,5

0,S2^ directing your Inquiry to the wmmmee wucn is located inRoom 225, Old House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. It Is a pleasure,however, to enclose a copy of -Communist Target-Youth," which tea detailed

In connection with your other Inquiry, may I point out that the FBI

SSJST^r agenCy
,°

f tte Federal <*«»•* -J a^rdoes no! mSe
2E?

tt

2f If draw concl«»*ons as to the character or Integrity of any oranto-
2S?'nl??V

:atl
.

0n^P todivtdttal
- IwgretthatlamnnaWetohVyoo^h^ei^

Sin^,Ser ? *"•^f1100 «"»er that we do or that we do not have datotoonrflies relating to your inquiry.

with »wk ^n^Jjf^fJJ
0ar lBter

f
rt

» * ** •endln* J*1 «*»» material dealingwun in* gpnegal subject of communism.

Sincerely yours,

sores fo) -Listed on
[PR 27196
>sures (5) -

«£;— See NOTE next page*;

Jf-1 E£=: RWErpjh en ki//^
* " mail noonO te^wypetar I

¥-3 SO 3rtiH.W^f« v

- '

w'iWOtf

^wr' &^
<jf>

i
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Enclosures (5)

Communist Target—Youth
4-61 LEB Intro.

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality

Director's speech of 10-18-60
17th National Convention 6 3-60 LEB Intro.

f=4

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles Identifiable with correspondent.

The^National Council oTChurches of Christ (NCCC) includes in

its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics

of the Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions, have
claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course,

has not investigated the NCCC (100-50860).

3
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TRUE OOPlKJv

April IS, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
F.B.L
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir, "itf'
As president of the local Council of Church

Women I am being asked frequently about the film "Abolition".

There is much propaganda being published both for and against.

Our women are greatly concerned and should have the truth.

I believe your office would know that better than anyone else.

Do you have any pamphlets which tell the full story or any helps

of any kind which I might have?

And this is a difficult question for you to answer
and just as bad for me to ask, but is all of the material being sent

out by ^^atlnn? 1 *^«m»h ** f*i.i™»yo absolutely trustworthy?
Some of the women feel it is definitely biased and some of it even
a bit shady. I must know the truth. Thank you.

Sincerely

X
£-'

3d\$.

OPBSES2SH3*

Mrf
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Tefaoc

loo-SOMq- Uf
Aprtl 20, 1961

Your letter of April 12, 1961, has been received,

and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the files of 2
this Bureau are confidential in accordance with regulations of the~n i
Department of Justice and are available for official use only. ^ £
further, the FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Govern- 2
ment and, as such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions' »

as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or §
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will x
not infer In this connection either that we do or that we do not have

data in our files relating to your inquiry. I can assure you that

the person mentioned in your communication has not had access

to FBI files.

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general

subject of communism which may be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

•Jl

g
3
si

9'Ui

MA1UP10

APR 2 11961

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (5)

4-61 L
,

EB'mfroah'ction .... r ,. .,
0I

Communist Illusion and Democratic.Reality..

I

Director's speech of 10-18-60

^-„ Expose of Soviet Espionage
*£L £j 17th National Convention ft 3r60. LEB Intro.,

"^ Q jt pn, O f* 1QC \ ^w^"-*^^
^

SSlrz: NOTE: No record could be located in Buflies Identifiable with

•T"*\v .* -; IT Ci> jiiaA *S J „ . i ^ ».

- ^ NOTE CONTINUEDHEXT PAGE
RWIip,a w

JT
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NOTE: (continued)

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in itsmembership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC.
(100-50869) ^.
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true oor

>ril 12, 1961.

»

•

Hon J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. Hoover,

»_ * ^ *^f£?*ethode8t Master I have become very much alarmed

5 £P°PtS ?? Rational Council of Churches is infiltrated and controlledby Cbmmunists. Also it is reported thai there-were a number of
™nMWB

Communists among those who were engaged in bringing out the Revised
Standard Version of the Bible. Is it true that they said that therVare
8000 protestant ministers who are Communists?

, -*,*, ^ .
1 £eel that a lot <* these "Ports are unfavorded and

unjustified. I understand that there is a Rev. Mr. McCatyre that baaa program on the radio and claims to have lnfin*t&tn from the P. B.L
to back up his charges. I know he continually (ittegUe) at protestantmusters and the National Council of Churches. >S*»P«

matter?

charges?

I wonder if you could give me any information on this
t

I am alarmed by it and wonder if there is any truth in theee^?

. . .
* *eel tt*t most of these charges are unjustified. I know

that you have done a wonderful job as head of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and above all that you are a christian gentlemen,

inspired.

/

I feel that maybe some of these charges are Communist

Any information you can give me will be appreciated -.

Methodist Minister yv*&
&sL*»*'

JU£-
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April 18, 1961

»_ f » * J^ve *•««**•* yw»' letter of April 11, and
the interest which prompted you to communicate with me on
this occasion is appreciated.

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI.being an investigative agency, does not make evaluations nordraw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am
unable to help you, and I hope you will not infer either thatwe do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the
subject of your inquiry.

Enclosed are several items setting forth mvrT * ^
views on communism which you may like to have. ^V °° g

Sincerely yours, g m
J- Mgar Hoover

MAILED SI

APR 1 S 1961

COMM.FB1

Enclosures (5)

4-61 LEB Intro.
Director's speech of 10-18-60
Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality

kf?£f? ^ » *
* t̂ h lfational Convention

«Xie Nation's Response to Communism* JF

«

I

^ mulmocmO teletype unit jot/^K r ?
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data to support their Lsertions ^£L%"Jl?*?
8 *° factUal

controUed or Influenced! Tfce FBI of™ ^8^^ te co»*unist
NCCC. (100-50860)

The rai
' of course

» ^ not Investigated the
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TRUE COPT
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-:<

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Chief, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I begin this letter with a prayer in my heart. As the

wife of a Methodist Minister I am deeply concerned with the notorious

publicity given our churches and clergymen, through the dally

newspapers.

O
We have members in our church who denounce the national

Council oLChurches, saying it is full of Communists. Since the

Methodist church is a member'of the Council, it receives the same
condemnation, with the Woman*s Division of Christian Service included.

One article in the Commercial Appeal (Memphis, Tennessee),
stated that a certain group had accused over ten thousand (10,000),

Methodist Ministers, not to mention other denominations, as leaning

toward, or contributing toi Communism.

If you can say anything to take some of the pressure off

these men of God, who are giving their lives in service to the church,

I would be deeply grateful. If you have proof, or cause to believe,

that there are no Communists in the Council of Churches, I would be
so happy to receive your statement immediately, m any case, I

would appreciate hearing from you, concerning this matter.

4.n
-&
** Very Sincerely,

/s/

'\
.

ttcej

**
\*

APR 19 1961
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1*1. and th^iStSSl^iK1? lette5 ««ad April 10catn« with mV?Wfi&gss32& your ««UJ|-

•*> can ceEaiSiJ SScfig «•* * assistance
diction and responslbilHilf JJ^w^SSf"1* the Juris-
«n investigative agency of ?hJ

f
pf5

c F
?XA *trictty

do not extend to furnf{hfL
the ******* Government.

concerning Syinl^SJl^oSSi^f11* or cSSSJls
I ay sure you will Unde^taEFfEl"** 011 ?r Publication.
Policy and vlll not inff? SS^if &*•**& for thisIn our files the f*t!&t&l£&iX

9

** not *"* .

NOTX CONTINBED^AGE TIN) ^^7?^
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The National Comic11 of the Churches of Christ
(NCCC) has not been investigated by the tope**'**,}***
kept abreast of the efforts of the CoBounist Party (CP)

to infiltrate it through our over-all investigations of

the CP, USA. It does not appear that the policies of this

organisation are/being dictated by the CP. (100-50869)

In view of correspondent's concern over coonunisa

in churches, to send hia literature could leave the inferem
that Moon and the NCCC are subversive.

idsat*s
since ho

enTIj"Vrafors itfcjsigned

^Al±hmgyi<

h9 Ta
•tterhead indicates
ho la addressed m
this fashion and

- 2:
- .

"
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April 10, 1961

Kr. J. Edgar Hoover
Direotor, P. B. I.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Kr. Hoovers

V«n-
Z
Sr

aJ^V -?*"' * ** *ditor of "»»• Binningha*

^ Ci^Jul^WH-! ?'
LOTOm

' «••««• aooretary ofthf&^1^ ni 'U^l'lS** M6hly ort*i°H of TheJ££°5£Council of .Quashes, the Reverend Robert

SSJdSS '. ! £° £r8t Methodi»* Church in Jre.no,w^ifornia, and ^jChrJ^tian Century. Mr. LomaT

of fbS^S! *J *
ind an°U6h t0 6iTe • «• «ort

ft

i
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UNITED STATES GO*

Memora,'
'NT

I

j to Mr. DeLoa

feom JX C. Morrell#^

fr

date: 4-14-61

^i

^tUBJI
^>^e£S^

By letter of 4-6-61, the above-captioned individual enclosed
a newspaper clipping which appeared in the April 6, 1061, issue of the
"Indianapolis Star." This clipping refers to a speech by Chief Inspector
William C. Sullivan in which he stated that the impression among many
Americans that Protestant denominations have been subjected to «iai»mw
infiltration and influence by communists is a patent falsehood. She takes
exception to this remark and states that it is "God's truth" and refers to theQ National CouncjLpLChurches of Christ as having promoted the communist
cause far too often. She also states, "Even you, Mr. Hoover, in your book,
'Masters of Deceit, * seem to whitewash some organizations that would harm
the Christian faith.

"

,

Bufiles contain no identifiable information regarding the
correspondent.

RECOMMENDATION: j

m view of
made of her communi

remarks, no acknowledgment be

r
1 - Mr. SuMvan- Enclosure.

ft /,, fa

t* ~ vMMmcr
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(E) NATJONjg^OMCIL OP CHURCHES OP CHRIST (NCCC) - POST CARDS
CONCERNING — Recently iri~Pa'IIafl,-Te3caB7*Beveral members of the
clergy received through the mail typewritten post cards, post-
marked at Dallas, bearing my name as the sender. The messages
were identical and read as follows: "The National Council of
Churches of Christ in the U. S.~"X. officially sponsored the
Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who
served on this project, 30 have been affiliated with pro-Communist
fronts, projects, and publications."

In the event similar post cards come to your attention,
promptly notify the Bureau. / In addition, you should conduct
investigation in an attempt to locate the person who sent the
post card 8 and admonish him, and discuss the matter with the
appropriate U. S. Attorney at the outset to determine if it
constitutes a violation of the Impersonation Statute.

i
»

"5 AP3 19 %t*y

4
*
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April 6, 1991

Dear Mr. Hoover:
^S?5^«

Enclosed is a letter with some quotations attributed to William C.
Sullivan. Are these quotations accurate? If so, even if taken out

of context, I am extremely alarmed.

While I am aware that the majority of the clergy sincerely believe

that they are loyal Americans, it is my firm conviction that most
clergymen affiliated with the-frfatlonal Council of Churches do not

know what a loyal American isT Since the communists have known
for many decades longer than we that they were engaged in a world
wide revolution and have made a point of wheedling and bribing their

way into every important communication center such as the church,

education, etc. it is grossly misleading the public to infer that communists
only get into the act after religious leaders "happen** to make statements
coinciding with the communist line. Tne communists and their dupes
caused the religious leaders to have those ideas in the first place.

As a member of a church fl I duped by the N.C.C.C.
into promoting the communistscaus^ariooouen, I firmly believe

that the "impression" referred to in the first quote by Mr. Sullivan is

God's truth, not *'a patent falsehood.** Why am I still a member of this

church? I am striving to awaken others caught in the trap. I have cut ~
:

my financial contributions to a bare trickle here, while I send my normal
contributions plus extra on to fundamentalists ministers who are risking

their very lives to protect the Christian faith. Even you, Mr. Hoover, In

your book Masters of Deceit seem to whitewash some organizations that,_

would harm the Christian faith. However, I appreciate what a fine job

f~ you are doing in a very difficult position. J*

\ \ a -
y \ x
s Sincerely^ ^> ~j \^f ;

v•IK

,. !• - - ....

OOFt:hbb
'•- " T

k&^sA?tyf. 6/t
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Reds Achieve No Success
With Clergy, FBI Man Assures

To ft* Editor o/ The Star:

- Citizen* who have been mis-
led into thinking that * the
Protestant clergy are infil-
trated by Communists should
be somewhat relieved by state-
ments made at a recent meet-
ing in Cincinnati by Chief In-
spector William C. Sullivan of
the FBI. Listed here are direct
quotation* from a speech to
about 1,000 people at a meet-
ing sponsored by the VS.
Citizens Committee of that
City:

"The impression among
many Americans that the*
Protestant denominations, in
particular, have been subjected
to alarming infiltration and in-
fluence by Communists is a
patent falsehood."

•The Communist Party has
sot achieved any substantial
success in exerting domination
or influence over America's
clergymen or religious institu*

j

tions. There can be no ques- |

tion as to the loyalty of the
overwhelming majority of the
American clergy and the fact j

that they have been among
the most consistent and vigor-
ous opponents of communism.
For tactical reasons, the Com-
munists have included Ameri-
can religious leaders among
their targets and have 1 been
quick to capitalize on state-
ments that happen to coincide
with the party line. They have
beeq especially alert." he said;
"in exploiting utterances on
•uch popular issues aspeace.

civil liberties and racial dis-
criminations.** '2^

CLINTON ftTMARSH
Minister, Witherspoon
United Presbyterian Church.

jr.- J

j

fNCLOSUBE
lQ0^s-o^G?_6/^
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April 18, 1961

, £/<>. rot if **¥

*j

X have received your letter dated April 9,
1961, and your interest-in writing to me is Indeed
appreciated.

While X eould like to be of assistance to you,
the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning
the character or integrity of any individual, organi-
sation or publication. X as precluded, therefore, from
commenting on the organisation you mentioned; however,
you should not infer that our files do or do not contain
Information concerning it.

Pursuant to your request, X am enclosing
acme material available for general distribution by
the FBI concerning the menace of comimnlsm which you r
may like to read. '

MAILEDM
APR 18 1961

COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoejje^

-n

(5)
<a>AV ?'*

^*
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NOTE ON YELLOW; .

-'

Bufiles contain no identifiable data con-
cerning the correspondent.

The National Council of the Churches of Christ
has not been Investigated by the Bureau. We have kept
abreast of the efforts of the Conunist Party to infiltrate
it through our over-all investigations of the Conunlst
Party, USA. It does not appear that the policies of
this organization are being dictated by the Conunist
Party. (100-50869)

The following it
to the correspondent:

of literature were sent

1. ••Red Goals and' Christian Ideals."
2. '"One Nation's Response to Coaaumisa.**
3. **What Tou Can do to Fight Convunlsa and

Preserve Aaerica."
4. **God and Country or Coaaunlsa.**
5. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality.'

r.

i

- a -
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Dear Sir:

I an writing to you in regard to informationconcerning communism in our churches. I would alsolike to know about the National Council of Churches.
Is it in any way connected with the communist party .

If you have any other information which I asa pastor of a church should know to help keep our countryfree, X would appreciate it.
wu»**r

Thank you very much.

^ Sincerely,

Pastor of the
Baptist Church?

i

11 APR 191961

THUS COPT

l'*f
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April 17, 1961

(

Tour letter of April 7 to the United States Secret
Service has been referred to me. The interest which prompted
your writing is appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such,
does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the charac-
ter or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I
regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in
this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in
our files relating to your inquiry.

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the
general subject of communism which may be of interest

//
//^sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Tafca.

.* .«

Tawl.

rtfoclosuVei (#>>*'•

What Tou Can Do To Fight Communism Expose of Soviet Espionage

Director's* Speech 10-18-60 3-60 LEB 6 17th Natl Conv
t«61 liEBlstlW t

NOTE: No record could be located in Buttles identifiable with

correspondent. (CONTINUED NEXT PAGE.)
sRWE:plt^. *
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Letter to 1

(NOTE CONTINUED.)

«« »~ u,
T
£?

1
f
ational Council of Churches (NCCC) includes Inits membership the leading Protestant churches in the country Variousermts of the Council, without access to factual data to support thei?

assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or

(^50869)
FBI

'

°f COUr8e haS DOt inve8ti&ated toe NCCC.
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
u.s. teener sovvick

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

April 10, 1061

TOFUMO.
y

u

Mr. J* Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
U. S» Department of Justice
Washington, D* C#

Dear Mr# Hoovers
-IT

The attached letter froaj

requesting inforaation

about the~ Natlonal Council of Churches, is forwarded

to your Bureau fcr appropriate attention.

Very truly yours.

„^k U. E. Baughmaif
C* Chief, U. S. Secret Service

^
cc -

REC-94 \0O
~J# .
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April 7, 1961

U. S Secret Service
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs: -

I have been appointed on a committee of our
Church to investigate the National Council of Churches as
to whether there is enough communistic influence within its
organization to warrent the withdrawal of our support.

I would therefore appreciate any information
on the subject you can send me.

Thanking you in advance I am,

Sincerely yours

i*ti
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April 18, 1*61
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letter of April 10, 1961, with enclosures, has been *
received, and your interest in writing is appreciated.

The film, "Operation Abolition,*' was sponsored and
distributed by the House Committee on Un-American Activities and this

Bureau had no connection with Its preparation. I cannot, therefore, as

a matter of policy, make any comment regarding It. You may wish to

direct your inquiry to the House Committee which is located in Room 225,

Old House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C.

S

o

*n
:

I am enclosing a copy of a report prepared by this Bureau GO g
regarding the highly organized tactics employed by the Communist Party ^ "~

In the California demonstrations. An analysis of this report will show .

Its purpose was not to defend the activities of the House Committee nor

does it cast doubt on the motivation or loyalty of American youth. It Is

intended rather as urgent encouragement to young people to learn the

true nature of this malevolent threat and, armed with that understanding,

to resist being duped into unlawful and unthinking action. The material

you forwarded is being returned as you requested.

° ^

flu/

Tabs

MAKES SX

AP^SBofc lbUU "

COMM-FB1

Vil

Sincerely yours,

^ ..cr n wr'.r «JOOW p
;
-—Enclosures t*) +~S**kS

Communist Target—Youth
ZZZZZ Correspondent's enclosures

&
V

*i

tftT— "
- MOtEriCorrespondent is not Identifiable in Bullies.
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NOTE: The National Council of Churches ol Christ (NCCC) includes

in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country.

Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data to

support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist

controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated

the NCCC. (100-50869)
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April 10 - 1061.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover, ^

Abolition.

authoritative answers?

the Communists the benefit of the doubt.

With the greatest admiration for you and your work,

APR 19 1961
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April 17, 1961

Your letter postmarked April 11, 1961. hasbeen received, and the interest which prompted you to write
is appreciated.

t. M t -*,
Although I would like to be of service^ the FBIIs an investigative agency of the Federal Government and as•uch, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the

£!E2 \ °l
totegrity of *** organisation, publication or

individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope thatyqu will not infer in this connection either that we do or thatwedo not have data in our files relating to the subject of your
infjiiny*

\ \ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the
general subject of communism which may be of interest.

I 9

CD]

S

S
,V»

v \

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

«ii.BI

Enclosures (5)
God And Country Or Commiinism?
4-1-61 LEB Intro

e—- -A^mmtmlst Target—Touth { r 7

£r «.^Communism; The Bltter'Enemy of Religion

£J,
^yOne Nation's Response To Communism

(3JfAit nocm trxcTYVc imtCD

- i». i» it .....

(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE'
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MOTE. The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) Includes In Hmmembership the leading Protestant churches In the country Vm£Lcritics of the CouncU, without access to factual tota^^n^
STS5VT Clai

K
med^ *™* * ~»»«nist coSrolS??r^Suenc«LThe FBI, of course, has not Investigated the NCCC. (100-50869)
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f*d»ral i*ur*au of Xnv^atication

B»e^a«ly lji*r« lies J**n a rash of
•xtr^B.* critieUri of %iJ*j2tlo~i*l Council
of Charcot In our ar»a» Ih* noet outstanding
orlticicr. is that it has b*co&» nothing
iuot* than a tool of easnaniatlo l*el»rs«
m* a kiniat*r of tn* tioep*l, I f**l it
Is icy duty to lnfom my p*o;l« to tn* h*at
of ay k&o«i*4£» an?, ability oe to wb»th*»r
or not tb*e* dole* ar* tru* or fala* or
partially tru* or psrtialiy fala*,

Sould you pl*as«» a*nd up eons* brochur*i
on th* findi^e of th» *\B.i. oouc*rnln£
tt-» rietianal Council of Church»a? Z will
apjr^ciat* any rat*rial which vill b* of
h*lp to u& in d*alln£ *ith this ;ribl*c»

You/ a T»ry tru

/'
«/

& 10 APR 18 1961 ^^^+P*
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April 13, 1961

Tour letter of April 8, P61, has been ^ ««•

received, and I appreciate the concern which pro~tpt4«P£ ^
you to write. ^ Kf£ g

While I would like to be of assistance to^ou^t
regarding the statements to vfoich you refer, the FBE& 9!x
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government £?
and, as such, does not furnish evaluations or commits ©"

concerning the character or integrity of any individual, J7
publication or organisation. Consequently, I am unaTfte €P jg
comment on the subjects of your inquiry. I trust yo^witttf .o.

understand my position In this Instance. J^ «£
Mailed sx I 2. ***

* pR 4
j jgg|

In view of your Interest in the topic qfc

COMM-FBt
communist infiltration, I am enclosing several itemgwhlchj?
rou may find of value. *» o

Fincerely yours, <d lj^»
J. Edgar Hoover

istVlSytl

*rt

BECciAtJ#« LU

Enclosures, (

Commun
April 1, 1161, LEB Introduction

^. s Expose of Soviet Espionage One Nation* a.
.Response to Commtmism

g-J NOTE: Bufiles containn^ecard concerning the correspondent. Her
Mf brother-in-lawj laformer Special Agent,|

VX.fcUlw

Gndy
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April 8, 1961
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J. Edgar Hoover
F.B.L
Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

tt

There is a program on a local radio station called
It is later than you think. " It supposedly concerns itself with
Communist Activies in America - You have been quoted quiet
extensively and I would appreciate some answers to a couple of
questions -

One statement that was made was that the Supreme
Court has been handing down decisions favoring the Communist

Another is the National Council of ChurchesJaT

—

^» „ r
dominated by Communist and they"are reAimglmanaeTfrdm" -**
the Revised Edition of the Bible -

These statements are a little hard for me to swallow -

I

My brother - in - law, | J was with the FBI for 20 years
and I am sure if the CommunSn?ere that strong here, you all would
do something about it'

I have enough faith in my God and my country, that
I think such radical programs should be stopped.

questions -
Thank you and I would appreciate an answer to my &

X

i

•

^ tf
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,^-r^?-U 1 April 17, 1961

v

&A '

Tawl.

T»to,

I have received your letter dated April 7,
1961, with its kind comments and the interest which
prompted your communicating with me is indeed
appreciated* •*

While I would like to be of assistance, g
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, ^
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal ii£
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations j»

or comments concerning any individual, organ izationWo
or publication. 1 am sure you will understand the ^g
necessity for this policy and will not infer that *
our files do or do not contain the information you g
desire. I am. therefore, precluded from furnishing *
the specific Information which you requested.

In view of your interest in the internal
security of the United States, I am enclosing some
literature which you may wish to read.

3

MAILED 31

APR 1 7 1961

COMM-FBt

Enclosures - 4

wJFF:flw/bgc 'if

I I TELETYPE WIT l_lCwg 4\ M m^^ • MAIL HOC*C^^PR 21 mi

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

gET WntT. 'UK VEIIiW PAfiE TWO
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MOTE ON YELLOW :

Bufiles contain no identifiable references to

correspondent. The National Council of the Churches of

Christ has not been investigated by the Bureau. We have

kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party <CP)

to infiltrate it through our over-all investigation of

he cmjSa It does not appear that the policies of this

o^aniiHion are bSing dictated by the El\ (100-50S69)

The following items of literature were sent to

correspondent:

"God and Country or Communism*
Breaking the Communist Spell"
One Nation's Response to Communism

# Ti,. a1 ,.
•The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals

- 2 -

/?*
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J. Bdgar Hoover
Director of the F.B.I.
Washington, D.C#

75* i

?i*

*T

Dear Mr. Hoover:

We need your help* By we, I mean a group of business people here In
southern Missouri who are trying to inform people of this area concerning
the threat of Communism, Our efforts include films and lectures one weak
a month as well as a radio program three days a week over a local radio
station*

What we need more than anything else is proof of Communist activity in
Missouri and Arkansas* Some of our efforts have met opposition by
"un-named sources"* who belittle our efforts*

'II If you could furnish information" on tha Tfatjenal notinciL- of.Churches.
// the World Council of Churches, "known Communists in this arCfl, kill oil]vtuer
matters pertinent to this area it would help a great deal*

interest is being aroused and we can use all the information available
from your organization on this serious threat to our freedom*

/

Thank you for your time and consideration*

Yours with great respect,

REC-9 1*0-^

Bl-10?
«>*««(,
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April 17; 1961

Tour letter of April 10, 1961, has been
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write la

appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to

the character or Integrity of any organization, publication or
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you
will not infer In this connection either that we do or that we do
not have data In our files relating to your Inquiry.

Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the

general subject of communism which may be of Interest.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

*f'
u

/A

tw1 *-

.** \t
Ff

S*i</

Enclosures (5)

4-61 LEB Introduction

Director's speech of 10-18-60
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality

. Series from Christianity Today
x One nation's Response to Communism
v

. c\*\>
^NOTE: No record could be located Buflles ideotifikblB^th correspondent.'

^The National Council of Churches of Christ (NdCC) 'includes In its members
' the leading Protestant churches in the countqr^ Vafoufs critics of the

^IZ^Vp^^OTOrlxTYPEuma RWEtjms (3) NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE,
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NOTE CONTINUED Council, without access to factual data to

support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled

or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC.
(100-50869)
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4-10-61

J. Edgar Hoover

Dear Sir as a Christian I am very much concerned about my
freedom of Worship and my freedom in a nation that has been
free indeed, but now I wonder for how long, according to what
I hear about the Communists in our churches and-National
Council of Churches therefore would you please send as much
tufoi waliou ufl Uiitl vital question as you can as I want to do all
that I possibly can to protect all of our freedoms with the help
of God I know it can be done but God and God alone can save
us and give us victory over our enemys for by God Grace We
will stand firm if We as Nation return to Him and let Him lead
us. Thanks so Much

1/

L

**' ioo-37?££{^%
APR 18 1961
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April 14, 1961

Yobr letter dated March 31, 1961, has
been received and the interest which prompted year
communicating with ne is indeed appreciated.

Your desire to know more about the
organizations referred to in. your letter is under*
standable; however, I trust you can appreciate ay
inability to be of assistance in this regard. Ine •

prescribed functions of the FBI as an investigative
afency do not permit this Bureau to draw conclusions
nor make evaluations concerning the character or
integrity of any organization, publication or
individual.

9.

-? *• Communism is, as you are aware, a menace
to thetfree world; and I agree that the churches of
our country are one of our greatest defenses against
this danger. _

# *
"*l2 ^

J. Edgar Hoover £ ^
»-* r.

MAILED 31

APR ^4 1961y e

Sincerely yours,

SEE NOTE ON VETJ.OW PAGE TWO1

JEE:bgc".

*X. Solltvao
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Baflies contain no identifiable references

to correspondent. It is believed that in this

instance to send literature to correspondent could

give her the impression that her church is infiltrated

or influenced by subversive elements. The above

answer, therefore, appears to be most helpful to ner

and at the same time in the Bureau's best interests.

For a number of years allegations have been

made by a number of people, including some clergymen,

to the effect that the National Council of Churches

of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists.

Although we have never- conducted an investigation of

the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts

of the Communist farty, USA (tPUSA) to infiltrate

this organization through our over-all investigations

of the CPDSA and communist efforts to infiltrate

mass-type organizations. It does not mppearrroia

the information we /have developed that the CPUSA

is dictating the policies of the NCCCjoday.
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31 March, 1961

& The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
S Pederal Bureau of Investigation
'ft Washington, D. C.

g. Dear Mr. Hoover,

More and m>re it is being said by columnists, commentators,
conservative publications, and persona connected with
anitcommunist organizations, that the-^ational Council of
Churches. is a pink, communist-infiltrated organization.
Being both a political conservative and an active laywoman
in one of the member denominations of the National Council,
I am quite disturbed by these accusations.

Will you please tell me if the NCC is classified in the
F.B.I, files as subversive, communist-infiltrated, communist
sympathizing, or what.

'.'
i

t

II

I'd like to know, also, -At you see any danger signals
ointinr to communistic leanings within the Christian
hurches (Disciples of Christ). It is within the

framework of this church that I am involved in the program
of Christian Education and Leadership Training, which I
believe to be the single greatest bulwark against
Communism. I would want to do my part toward stopping
the filtering of any subversive ideas into this dynamic
area of my church.

Are all the "anti-communist* organizations constructive?
Or do they actually aid communism by looking for it in
everything, and particularly by undermining persons'
confidence in the church?

Please understand my genuine concern in this matter, and
my search for the truth. I certainly will appreciate
your straightforward reply.

Sincerely,
4

'te-ur /JP * £~Cl(*

f

- (pOlTBPE COW "

%

O APR 17 1961
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April IS, 1061

^

Your letter of April 6, 1961, has been received.

^rwi- »« i

A
L
th0

SKl1 ' w6aW Uke to be of service, the FBI is ODsfc-ictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and ^as such, does not make evaluations no* draw conclusions L to the
M

l£Z2?L
9
f?
U
**>Z

i anyor«aaiMtiOD' PubUcationortodividual.
I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer toT •

this connection either that we do or that we <tonot have dltoto ourfiles relaUng to the subjects of your inquiry.

.«.ii.ki #
to ^^ of y01"" toterest, I am enclosing material

ll^B
t

g^eral
I

distributi°n by this Bureau on the subject of '

toX2S* 1"" l8 n°"^ f°r Mte,tal We "e»S-

MAILS) 31

APR 141961

COMM^Bt

Sincerely yours,

J. Ldgar Hoover

John Edgar Hoover
Director

>£*sf'
w-

%&

*>Enclosures (6)
What You Can Do To Fight Communism
Introduction 4-61 LEB

;
Director;* Snee;clU<frlJ.-60

;
Series From Christianity Today
Communism: Tn^Bitter Enemy; of Religion

2ST£L^?d|?^^*5*?? °*.
toe ^"at^aany individuals associated with

the New Standard Revised Version* of the Holy Bible have been affiliated with
communist front organizations, in the jttst.

SL^DCL:mb/jkW j^ -': ^<»te continued on next p^)
0m+ «-— MAIL IWOTCD TEU

APR 1 9 1981

TELETYPE 10HTO xJLAJ
\



I Letter to

X>
4-13-61

NOTE (continued)

The National Council of Churches of Christ' (NCCC) includes

in its membership , the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various

critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions

have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of

course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869)

-2-
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14-6-61

>v ••

J Edigar Hoover
Washington D. C.

o
Dear Sin I would like information on the National Council of Churches-

Are some of their high officials Subversive or Communists? Didnt a few

years back when the NCC met 4n III. they invited Commwist Clergy from

Russia and elected them in some of their high offices? Do yon have

records etc whether some of the N. CC. assisted in translating the new

standard Revised Versions of the Bible—if so would like their names etc-

Any charge for this information let me know- as I want to be sure concerning

the NCC- They are working in Okla.

Thanking you

lam

^,
pfk.

jH 3
.0

-t''
1
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April 13, 1061

Tour letter postmarked April 7, 19C1, baa been
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is
appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or
individual. I regret that /I am unable to help you and hope that
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that

we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your
inquiry..

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the
general subject of communism which may be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

Enclosures (9)*

Communist Dlxsion and Democratic Reality

God and Country or Communism?
Communist Target—Youth*'/*?/
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion
One Nation's Response to Communism

TV

1 !•

=z= \VjDCL:baw*
1

/vi

'^e2A^X8d96^
m

•—*?&•

\y (SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE)
TYPE MOTCD
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NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Buflles.
The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes In Its
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced.
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50860)
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear F. B. I. Agent.

Herb. Filbrick spoke at Bismarck N. Dak. on
april 5. I was in attendance. I was unable to asked a question in mind,
because time would not allow. So I would like to asked you the question.

TheTfational council of churches has been critiaed by
anticommunists. What is your opinion on this? Bow can we be
informed.

• Tours Sincerely

address:

I
i' AEC-60 a APR 14 1961
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April 14, 1M1

0**'**
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OilMM
Cand-

T«*a).
Ttttttr

I have received your letter dated
April 7, 1961, and the interest which prompted
your cornsunieating with me is indeed appreciated*

While I would like to be of assistance,
the jurisdiction and -responsibilities of the FBI,
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations
or comments concerning organizations, publications
or individuals. I am sure you will understand
the necessity for this policy and will not infer
that our files do or do not contain the information _
?ou desire. In line with this policy, I am precluded^* =
rom furnishing the percentages you requested, nor 2 w

can I comment on the affiliations of church organ izatfroho. J
In view of your interest in the internal

security of the United States and in accordance with
your request, I am enclosing some literature*which
I trust will be helpful to you. ^

3

MAILED 3X

APR 141961

COMM-FBt '

Sincerely yotu^,

J. Edgar HQp/er

ji -

Enclosures - 4

%3J

«/
ajqag/yrtl 20196
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NOTE ON VT1 IHW-

Bufiles contain no identifiable
references to correspondent.

-. . ^ The National Council of the Churches ofChrist has not been investigated by this Bureau.
We have kept abreast of efforts of the Communist
Party (CP) to infiltrate it througa our over-all
investigation of the CP USA. It does not appear
that the policies of this organization are being
dictated by the CP. (100-50869)

**

The following literature was sent to
the correspondent: ^

1* l£Pe Ration's' Response to Coaaunisa."
#»v i -, ?i I

71*? Coaaunist Menace: Red Goals and
Christian Ideals."

3. "God and Country or Conunisa?"
4. "Coaaunisa: The Bitter Eneay of Religion,

- 2 -

**
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April 7t 1961

•1*

Mr. Hoover;UI would like to have sone information concerninzcommunist workings. Some of us want to know what to
^

look for and some people don't believe the communist
ii ?

re
f?*

thi
S
k as they are * So™ J^t seem not to care.

/I Any literature you can send to us would be very much"appreciated. Some Questions I'd like to ask you indwant an answer to if possible please. How much
percentage Communist ^are there in our U. S. and what//percentage communist is Illinois. (I am from Illinois-

,.
south part) Also if vou can tell mttilPlto*j£tf.

« i£aunm^fCJiu.pthejL is infiltrated with communist;
LSn<

?f
rstan<

?
they are - 0ur church is in that Council

f2
d
*iJ

worries Be very much. I don't know whether
T tn

aTN an
¥.

C0Bm,u,list in
T
are *"»ediate area or not. AllI know is I'm not one. I am trying my best to livethe way my Savior wants me to.

J
Also 1 would like

(if you can tell me) What churches are not in that
illiS"?

k

CD,l,lci
?,
of ^u^ 11"* Again, Mr Hoover, Iw2 li

kW* literature you could send me concerning
I^fS S

u
f
stions SVucfiping other material you thinkwould help me. I'd like to pass some of it out.

Thank you very much. s

Respectfully y&

II

*&/**-s^ut- &c<r
™e copy

A<
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Soft,?- 00%.
April X 1861

s

civic, ^bor.' reU^rS.c^^LrtdV!fC ,'?
Ulen8

» »^e^^Zuone of-our most eaecUve^^^TL " Btollar oreanisations. constuSf

UJ

*•

jHumcauoa or individual. Ai*k «»*T *\,y w M* organization Z*
9/ «*«taincdaacontfa^
' «H * regulation ofX^^£»J°* **cial use in Z2£&/

j^fE : BufiTes contain noa«^ •.«j
>revioua

Sincerely joota

* Wgar Hoover <J

KJ&Sl «1 E hjvch

w/l

^zx
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March 29, 1*61

1/ Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
r Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, 0. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover: Jg*&u*\
Mr, Res;

*>>

-w-

II

am enclosing several newspaper articles regarding antl-c
have been staged in Memphis. Tennessee and other cities* The
Churches was the principal target for the Meeting of Survival. 0.
Memphis •

As the Manager of
you of wg full cooperation in doing everything possible to ^-_ __ A
feel that Mr. Leroy Collins, the President of the Rational Association of Broad- 4&
casters and all of our affiliate •embers would be sore than glad to do everything P
we can to fight Comnunism. Ve, however, need guidance and instructions as to
vhat we should do to play a vital part In fighting Communis*, lie need leadership^

iv I and guidance through your organisation or through the national Association of /
ty Broadcasters so that we can direct all our efforts towards any Counlat organ!-'

cations that sight be active in the United States.

X am an* affiliate of the Rational Broadcasting Coapaay and we receive a atemmber of
programs that are prepared and presented by the Ratlonsl Council of Churches. X
have known a number of these programs to be slanted in many ways. As a result of
the many things that^^y|^f||^^u^h^tetloM^^rail of Churches and
way my own church, I |feels towards the
Rational Council o4

radio or television that are connected
Churches.

la^^l^^^^^^^tau^h^fetloM^frurcll of Churches and thm\J
ft |feel* ******* ^f>^WBE^nBnHIW^«^Pr^^^^ng any progress on •

in any
any progri

with the Rational Council of

(
!.s.

-5

J

Are you In a position to nmke a statement regarding the Communist activities of
the Rational Council of Churches? X realise that there are many individuals la
the Rational Council of Churches who have been identified with pro-Coanunlst front
organisations. Do you recognise this as a true statement of factjUtie urgently, y r
need your guidance and advice as to what action ve shofeidjlfcke rf§K*l5%J*4>XC: 7*
Rational Council of Churches and la other prograaa whereby we can be of assistance *

to yen in fighting Communism and exposing pro-Communist organisations. X know -L a .

• that Mr. Leroy toilins and the Rational association of Broadcasters would wel*«-

«

K" '

Che opportunity- of carrying out any constructive programs that you night
for the Broadcasters of America to follow. X would appreciate hearing f
regarding1 jour interest in my Inquiries and my suggestions. X know that Governor

s7/&it* mmrOA ioei

I

A



o<~

Mr. J. Edgar Boover Inge 2 March 29, 1961

I Collins will be anxious to know of any reeomaendations that 900 would Ilka to «k.to our A5.oci.tion and to the individual stations throughout «!• United Wataa.

/

m
Tour.

Enclosures

CC: Oovaruor Leroy Collins, President
RATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS
1771 N Street, V. V.
Washington 6, D. C.

•Vj
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^OMMERCIAI

to

MEMPHIS, TENNn MONDAY MORNING, MARCH 20,

FOES OF COMMUNISM Mnripiji U^J^tJt!fZ^tmSlt»t
•c lJiki Li^iMrAi , Mtrrildtoot of Riewnond. mo-, yomia^g^i^X'UJJ^ bobd ovor *j» „ , {^J™

* •* Wel,m,?
,,d

' M-. "**

G^d found Kobft fcjfSnowdon. \ . .
•*"*"'""""

"fej^ ENCLOSURE /0£>-S£><S(>
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beral' Qiurch Council Hit
By 3 Anti-Leftist SpeakSs!

5* MEAL GREGORY Lllw National Ctauncfl of o™^. lafe

*«. apeahm«^^^^t^l!!faeW «"»JB
Ueh ataced • second nJfc™ nO-commnnlat forum 1*

ditorium. • ..T^ »*«aancs^mterttartftea^™ J

k three... _
which staged

Auditorium. ——«„ « mei^

££2»««fve D^wL^IcaS^ TV?"*
00

' "^ **»»

S

»£tt.^feaspa
22 bas iiited it. awn. dHe^*fl^fted •» *•» not to show the imm» ^e^urst teto antaiKe. .

iSsJMrss"SEP" 5s£K,J!H"

tutors ^^ttrd I Tlte fc^^^T?1*1 «ra.
-** kmd or churches ^ h^^v^telS^r'

"fW Cbmmuninn i***?** Mississippiis ^«aid and comfort to the *_;«^tivismoB
, £•£

Jbers

thr
the

for
the

1

IgiveaM and comfort to themy tf the souls of men*"
,K£r^f&-',ked- ^ «e an-

•i«-!!2.^ « t&an 8.000(pastors hi the iim«~t! sz£?|inave

"J^Jto conservative tfainktar tk

I

****** * JWerdayTieo: w
IsTsm were admittedly -—'i £**£rv, ,

inaB •"wl.r-C™"™ " yesterdaysta the United / States ££?"«« ad^ited*

«

-- the Kremlin ^ff^J-^um1

[piracy.

J^Lf^ ***«* of the com.

TOf« " He said this "social

jWch h«, jt, „«, mCSffi

'5?KT?"P *f» fanned on ItsP^TWe «c«le with the help

-leal SeininM^ f^3SSLmS??_,ltUe e^*™" about

tented ««»— ^"i1* »«H »«Liberal Trade Canab. I

W
ID

Jot

Joj

b

j ' IU.U.
i

Memphis'Plough
Jj

Is Among Firmsk
Slapped By U£.\c

JTork,'

J
HeU

Imented:

{aided
jodists,

^ ^ " rwfing Often-

1

^jwaconeenitojpw.

""^paw causes: Meth-^^^copauaa.£K
*gatianal. 1.0M- r««u. —_ —-*.

tor T*m*i*Z?I^.~: luInPrt «ud PIoikIl him.

wr i*y*«-«

/^^ _so&9- yo^.
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2jnfrRedFifms

To AidCrusadi

[RevWon Pit Wew Show To|
Pu*h Fight Into Every

State In Onten

5? GEORGE SBLER
*J*»

"«w filmstrips due ftrpremiere within a VkmhT «
exn«*»t~4 «_

1U~* • month an

gnP QMnmunltm on the

|«ated 100.000 S*»2 ***

^BevtataaDn.

ft**-, creator of the fifar»£&
documemins the aoVaSefl?

i^w communism into this

Ph3et„^<rSetoS^
?*Lf^^ttaZtr£?%Zi

^
•oth ttaiftr use by it< Legion-ire -Operation Alert* lackwee which this week will havegown the original filmstrip to

Nashville Post No. 5 wfll

™*n today when Owndr. LouiiWynne and State Representative

now Oommunism on the Map"
to
J?^

N»«hville avitan Oub

ataES?*."!-, the recently.
•**«"»«> Legislature passed

£SS^SJJ
ly «!~faJ*KSwtlon urging the sute Board cf

f^™tomakeeopto*tne™trip available to all Ten-«»ee public high senools. l£
J"^",,*" **«Ded in the

'£SLby R*P'*Mntative J. AlanH*»jver * Memphis and MB-«jn Hamilton of Obion Cbur
[Art Miller, commander of Ji

L** No- » « Dyt,
Tent, also is direcUnc

task force taktaT*'
to that region/^

> 'dfa5&?- (soS
vCLOSUiwi



< I

I?!

IS!
h

\fA

i

*

\

UNITED STAT iNMENT

Memorto him
to : . n DIRECTOR, FBI

DALLAS (47-3913)

•)

new

: . |V DIRE

^5AC,

f
f
V ,r

r» -

©ate: VV^l/fl;;.;

subject: POST CARDS PROM "J. EDGAR HOOVER"
ALLEGING COMMUNIST AFFILIATION BY
MEMBERS OfnHATIONAL CfHIKETT, Qf
CHURCHES OF CHRIST, DALLAS, TEXAS

,r„

IMPERSONATION

Re Bureau letter, 3/29/61.

Attached is copy of a letter to AUSA WILLIAM B.
SMITH dated V3/61 wherein he stated that he was of the ) >

I opinion that captioned matter was not a violation of theZ/*f>
I impersonation statute. <&4 y

, „ u *§* jfostal Inspector | Iadvised ^hat on
3/30/61 the "11" which appears on the post mark of capttned
cards merely meant these cards were stamped in the central
post office by stamping machine number 11 and could have been
mailed in any section of% Dallas <siHe stated that it had no
significance as to time 6r station from wherethese cards
may have been deposited. Postal jhspector [stated he
would be alert for a*riy material or this IdnWB^o date was
not acquainted wlthuartyV literature that would relate to-.'

captioned matter. \"
-\t^ -

•''

On 3/31/61II the Better Business
Bureau, Dallas, Texas^TavTseo^naTBetter Business Bureau *«
had. not seen any material related or similar £o captioned matter

V

|| Special Service Bureau- of the Dallas
PD advi8ed^n^73I7o^xhat no literature had.come to their

<j,attention relating to captioned matter. y.-cz ~N

.» *

<e*

.^ <>
acquaint

#-•
Dallas, stated he was not
that would be of assistance

66 A

V ww*$f
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DL 47-3913

and
[vised on i/jl/bl thai Ihey had no

ige or suspects as to who might have sent Instant cards
but would immediately forward any similar cards to this
office and furnish any names of suspects that might come
to their attention.

In view of the fact the USA has declined prosecution
(and in the absence of any suspects In captioned matter, no
further Inquiry is being made relative to this matter at this
time UACB. (owtess ^»w»6< tp t»c Q0/vrtM*'y */ ms Sofia* )

i*

2
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£URT.ED STATES DEPARTMENT r ,^STICB

FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

02th Floor, 1114 Commerce Street
Dallas 2, Texas
April 3# 1961

Honorable William B. Vest III
United States Attorney
Northern District of Texas
Fort Worth, Texas

Attention

:

William B. Smith
Assistant United States Attorney

RBt POST CARDS FROM "J. EDOAR
HOOVER" ALLEGING COMMUNIST
AFFILIATION BY MEMBERS OF
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF
CHRIST, DALLAS, TEXAS

, IMPERSONATION

Dear Sirs

11 oonfirm conversation had by Special agent
[with Assistant United States Attorney
on

had been re<
Church,
Church

2re
h
aS

8
da^"M^h

W
l87"i96l^t"Dail^*Texss. The post

cards stated "The National Council of Churches of Christ in

the U.S. A. officially sponsored the Revised Standard Version

of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who served on
J*

1* Pj*£;«w -

30 have been affiliated with pro-Coonunist fronts, projects, ana

publicstions.
. j. Bdgar Hoover"

Mr. Snith was of the opinion that *********.
M -

come under the prevue of the iaperaonation statute and stated

he would decline any prosecutive action.

Vary truly yours.

2-Addressee
/1-Buresu
^-Dallas
VED:sah

CURTIS 0. I3V0M
Special Agent in

W^&S69~6 aa
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f April 11/ 1961

Tour letter of April 6, 1961, has been received,

and the interest which prompted yon to write is appreciated. Your

concern regarding the menace of communism is indeed understand-

able. I want to thank you for your kind comments.
-r

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an

investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does

not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or

integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 1 regret that

I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this connection

either that we do or that We do not have data in our files relating t& ^
your Inquiry. I have not endorsed the organization In question, g 3

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the gene?3>

subject of communism which may be of interest. m »• •**

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoovet
MAILED. 31

APR 1 £ 1961

COMM-fBI John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (5)

4-61 LEB Introduction

Director's speech of 10-18-60 ^.. itOltyUH
Communist Target—Youth v* »

•

Expose of Soviet Espionage • q J
17th National Convention It 3-60 LEB Inlffo. „- H

....... *3i ueco >>lg$V'
See NOTE next page^o*

I€3 .TtlXTTfC UNIT CD
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles Identifiabip .uk

our o»er-aU to^uSuiTthe c^ tS .^?
org^atta. through

infiltrate mass-type^rmlzJu^f *?%' *"". "n*™"** efforts to

Hon we have dev&thal tte CT USJ°1.Te!Tar
„f

r0,,
\
,he to,orm«-

the NCCC today. ' '
dtct»tiiig the policies of

-2-



TRUE COPY * o

•v- Aprtl 6, 1961

\&-

13

'K--

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I know that you are a very busy man and I thank

God that we have men such as you working in our country's behalf.

However could you kindly take enough time to answer a few

questions for me? I have Just returned from annual conference

of the Woman's Socief* ** rhH«Han gprvirp nf th/» Mpthnrilst Church.

There I learned froi ___^ that there is a move on by some

, „tractors, as she called them, to discredit 6 undermine

th^National Cnr*"*" n* rK,1TThfQ She passed out literature prepared

by the National Council in defense of the Council entitled "The Truth

about the National Council of Churches" etc and ask us to read them

carefully and go back 6 start talking against those who would destroy

the church. Our church does not give to the interdenominational fund

nor do we think that they are completely innocent in all their activities.

The pamphlet denies that it, the Council, ever had a Communist

Party Member or sympathizer among its officers or staff or its

executives. It says that every one of these devoted church members

is deeply loyal to his country. We were told at conference that

Mr. Hoover endorses the National Council of Churches, what better

reccomandation could the council have than an endorsement by the

FBI Chief himself—they said. Mr. Hoover I have read articles

contrary to this statement many times. For instance I read that you

said that the communist tactic is to get clergymen or laymen to

sign communist sponsored petitions which (illegible) communist objectives

while cleverly hiding the communist inspiration. We believe that the

National Council of Churches Is working toward a one world, cooperative,

non-profit socialistic brotherhood and if I am wrong in my thinking God

knows I would want to be the first to acknowledge it. So Mr. Hoover since

you are a man in the position to know please send me some information

on this matter. |s the Council being infiltrated by communists and j\
communist sympathizers? Is it trying to discredit you & the FBI? — cM
lis it in favor of defeat of the Bricker Amendment? And is it troejhat^_

.

W2 ^-^r
qf\»

«PR»«W
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V.:;

they have recommended on the subject of the U. S. subordenation to

the will of the United Nations? And did they submit a resolution

against the showing of the film "operation abolition**?

«- Mr. Hoover I am the spiritual Life Leader of my
church and I believe that Christianity emphasizes individualism and
the infinite importance of the individual, not the government, nor
the masses but the individual. I am to make a report of the

annual conference to the Woman's Society of Christian Service Monday
April 17th and I am very much disturbed over some things I heard
from different speakers fron^high positions in our church body. I

would appreciate very much an answer to this letter before the 17th

if it is at all possible Mr. Hoover. I love the church but I am dedicated
first of all to/P%hristian and to be a christian is .to watch or weU or.

ForThose wolves in sneeps clothing thatwoula cruelly my canstpray
anew.

Yours truly,

.3
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April 11, 1961 ~
Jf

Tour letter"* March 30, 1961, has been
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write

Is appreciated.

/

Although I would like to be of service, the

FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Government
and, as such, does not make evaluations nor draw con-

clusions as to the character or integrity of any organization,

publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help

you and hope that you will not infer in this connection either

that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating

to the subject of your Inquiry.

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the

general subject of communism which may be of interest*

MAILED 31

APR 11 1961

COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours,

j. Edgar Hoover

4Enclosures (8) ,

4-61 LEB Introduction 3 HO :
j; pi ,

Director's speech 10-18-60 *'
/,

Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religions

God and Country or j^oinmunism?
Christianity Today Series

,4"- w* «>

fjrf DCLrJcs (S)W

g

&/

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE
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Letter to

MOTE: Correspondent is not IdentUfeble in Buflies. The Bureau has

not conducted an Investigation of theHNatlonal Council of Cfrttgte»gr

Christ, but we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communis^Party

totafiltrate the organization, tt does not appear that the CP Is taking

the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50860)

&h

-1-
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March SO, 1061

OJlS
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

The Church Women's organization, of which I

am a member (Christian Women's Fellowship) has asked me
to be an information Chairman to 'find the actual facts concerning
thefoational Council of Churches . Our Church, Disciples of
Christ, belongs to this National group. Recently there has been
a great deal of confusion, and some heated discussions, because
of the Un-American Activities Committee Report of theSummer
1060 which states that ''many leaders in the National Council of
Churches have Communist organization memberships." Some of
our members do not accept the statements in the Un-American
Activities Committee Report. They will accept information from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation as accurate.

We are most anxious to be fair and honest. We do
iicn

*-/

not want to falsely accuse anyone. But we do not want ;..

infiltration into our Church.

^ <•

» —

Will you please send me any information and data a^J
an the National Council of Churches which I may use to inform v*S*~

members of our organization?

Thank you for your assistance. We need it badly.

Sincerely,
x jrOQ

rec- 73 /o*-mi>iziw~-
**/& /.,

JA
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ififii i*k^ } ***• *•***•* four letter of March 31.

*?!!^Mch *° Pro»I*ed you to commuiucate *thme oo tills occasion.
—vw wiio

«« «.._ f°
r y"*u' •"toraiitton, similar literature

ta
v nclosures (5)

* Sar Woow*

SiWdSH*. J?**
You Can^ To **#* Communism

> lOir * ^ Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality
M Expose of Soviet Espionage

* ik

*~

Expose of Soviet Espionage £fe> co^5-S
MO^fatroduction andlTth National Convention* <«P,JBaT

«v ; to & *
1 • Dallas _ VmU.u... /.i «• ^^

--7V V /-Dallas. Enclosures (2)
«I5Cl.|jvr 1 - Mry Rosen - Enclosures (i

SEE NOTE NEXT &Gtf
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information regarding Reverend]
to preclude sending this communication. Bufiles reflect thaT
similar post cards were received by three other ministers in
Dallas all of which were postmarkedMarchlfi which is the same
postmark as submitted by Reverend! I This matter was
referred to the Dallas Office and byilRerora-4-61 after con-
ducting appropriate investigation the United States Attorney's office
declined prosecution asthe/did not feel this matter came within
the purview of the impersonation statute.

*'H

\
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March 31, 1961

****** •*•£;.:

'fahi**/ &«n i;/ s/dtcrtk
Mr* J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation ,. _

^
Washington, 0* C. : 7* ^ **$,*

Dear Hr# Hoover:

I just thought you would be interested in toat
I received in the sail with jour name on it. ^

. rr>
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The National Council of Churches of Christ
in the U. S. A. officially sponsored the
Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Of
the 95 persons who served on this project
30 have been affiliated with pro-Cowuinist
fronts, projects, and publications.

- J. Bdgar Hoover

i^&OSUHB

• ?i.
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UNITED STATES

Memorat. *m
O

date: 4-3-61

subject: POST CARDS FROM "J. EDGAr'hOOYER" :? NtfW^1

£H52S? £°MMUNIST AFFILIATION BY MEMBERS OF ' >JNATIONAL COUNCIL. OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST -
DALLAS, TEXAS

WB1 » I
: .

to : Mr. DeL

ntOM

.: i

I

Reference is made to my attached memorandum of 3- 2ft fti

T?«rna"f
ab0

T
e'^Ch "•ftoctod ** 8everal "oSS^D^""*1'

Texas, had received identical post cards, postmarked 3-18-61 at Dallaswhich contained the following typewritten statement-
^^'

'The^National CouncU_ofdhurches of Christ in the

S**?: t^T^iS17 fiP°nsore<i the Revised Standard Version
of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who served on this project

f°JPlP « Mhated *** Pro-Communist fronts, projects,and publications. '~* w^u"»»

-J. Edgar Hoover',ti

s -

'

It was recommended and approved that SAC Dallas he

An^LTi^}
etteTf S"29-61 to P^ent Sns matter to^Ss£es

tZSEJ f 2 ""l*!? ^ ln»er,flMtt00 investigation for the purpose oflocatmg and admonishing the person who sent these post cards In^rovina
S?

S
f
ec°mmendation, the Director noted: "Yes. It U dastardly "

appRmng

^1ST to
25f

cte
J
** ** SAC Letter * Prepared since these post

I cards will probably show up elsewhere. ji /\

RECOMMENDATION:

be approved.

Enclosure
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Parsons
1 - Mr. Belmont i

1 - Mr. Mai

BS:<

That the attached SAC Letter regarding captioned matter

& to APR XX

nee
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UNITED STATES COvA INT

Memorandum
TO

VftOM

subject:

Mr. DeLoach

yfcM&i

date: 3-28-61

*
/*

t

laddresse^to

Pypewrmen £

POST CARDS FROM "J. EDGAR HOOVER"
ALLEGING COMMUNIST AFFILIATION BYlflEMBERS OF
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST. '

i

DALLAS, TEXAS j^^

alrte^-23-6Wattached)^ACJallafl. forward
o J^hurch,

ch contain
en statement:

"TheTfational Council of Churches of Christ to the
U. S. A. officially sponsored the Revised Standard Version
of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who served on this project,
SO have been affiliated with pro-Communist fronts, projects,
and publications.

- J. Edgar Hoover'*

SAC, Dallas, advised that the minister of the Highland Paxk
Mtlliudlbt Church in Dallas had received an identical post card which was also
postmarked in Dallas on 3-18-61. The Dallas Office inquired if similar post
cards have appeared in other parts of the country and, if so, what action has
been taken concerning this matter. The SAC stated he would keep the Bureau
advised of any similar literature appearing in the Dallas area.

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

k
Buttles contain no derogatory information concerning Reverend
)f Dallas, Texas. For a number of years allegations have been

le by a number of people to the effect that the National Council of Churches
of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau
has never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the
efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. It does not appear
from the information we have developed that the Communist Party is dictating ,v

(the policies on the NCCC today. A review of the main file of the NCCC fails f /

to reflect that similar post cards have appeared anywhere In the county prior
to this. (100-50869.)

1 - Mr. Parsons
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Belmont BSipV (7)

have appeared anywnere in me county prior

k a-ios
to M*l*-U&.

I
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O
Jones to DeLoach Memo
RE: Post Cards From "J. Edgar Hoover" NCCC, Dallas, Teas

OBSERVATIONS:
*

^.a . „ . 4U
B
J*

BOted **"* the ^cttaent Section of the FBI Laboratory hasadvised that the typing on the attached post card was made fay a RoyalfaSewriterC^terburyelitestyleoftype. This type was first mtroduc^ to J^uaryTT?S
'

and, according to Royal Is "designed to add dignity and distinction to Scindve

'

3KSSEJK Canterh,y"u**-*—«-JEffiS.

BrD
\ » *«/elt that this matter should be presented to the U. S. Attorney
„^ to determine If this constitutes a violation of the Impersonation Statuteand oat Dallas Office be instructed to institute an impersonationKjSta

tae^orteSdl ^ "* admonishin« toe P«™* *"> Prepared and sent

RECOMMENDATION:

„ . . 4K, ^ «»e attached letter be sent to SAC, Dallas, instructing him topresent this matter to the U. S. Attorney and to conduct Impersonation t^estigation.



o

SAC, Dallas 3-29-61ruling \ 4

Tf$r 'director, FBI

- •> POST CARDS FROM WJ. EDGAR HOOVER**
ALLEGING COMMUNIST AFFILIATION BY MEMBERS -
OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST, v,
DALLAS, TEXAS, g
IMPERSONATION

Reurairtel, 3-23-61.

•*£

BufUes fail to reflect that similar post cards have been *
: s

received In other parts of the country. For your Information, the
typing on the post card received byfl ks Royal*s ~
Canterbury elite type. This type, wHS^Ifflnxoduced in January,
1955, can be used on Royal standard, portable and electric typewriters.
According to Royal, Canterbury elite type is "designed to add dignity
and distinction to executive correspondence.

"

T> — -i

~: Z: You are requested to discuss this matter with the
U. S.vAttorney, Dallas; to determine if this constitutes a violation of ^
the Impersonation Statute. If not, you should attempt to locate the ^
person who sent these <eards and admonish him. m this regard, It is^
suggested you contact in S. Post Office authorities in Dallas to determine
the significance, If any, of the wl" or Mll" which appears iigthe postmark 1

following the word "Tex. " This may refer to a particular gjbst
station within the city. The post card received byfl .
being returned herewith. ^ ^^^^^^^^

«>*

Enclosure (I)

SS^fV^S^ it
e5»closure to Joi»es to DeLoach Memo of 3-5-61 ^rationed

r^ t ' *Z w ^ I?0,a 1J
r
Wgar "•W Alleging Communist Affiliation

M
** ¥§?$&? $$ Natifinal Council of Churches of Christ, Dallas. Texas "

4
V*

i'M *N »UM£r
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FD-3t (ft"* Il-13-S»l

it

c

Tranftoit the following in

vi„ AIRTEL

PLAIN TEXT

FBI

Date: 3/23/6I

(Type im plai* text or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of MaiUmg)

I

-I

I

£

.?.*

y'

TO:

'ROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, DALLAS (62-New)

POSTCARD FROM "J. EDGAR HOOVER"
ALLEGING COMMUNIST AFFILIATION
MEMBERS OF NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST
INFORMATION CONCERNING

On 3/23/61, the minister of the l

Texas, and the assistant pastor
__JChurch, Dallas, Texas, made available

lenticai postcards received by them postmarked in Dallas.
Texas 3/18/61.

'

The content of the postcards is as follows:
(j)

•The NatipnaX_CounciA_oJLChurches of Christ in
the U. S. A. officially sponsored "the Revised "Standard
Version of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who served
on this project, 30 have been affiliated with pro-
Communist fronts, projects, and publications.

n- J. Edgar Hoover*1

^closod^or^the^Bureau^sa postcard received by
^^^^^^^"""""^"^^^"^H Church, Dallas, Texas.

'»-

\

££'

The Bureau is requested to advise if any similar ,/

postcards have appeared in other parts of the country and what
action to date has been taken concerning this matter. Dallas
will keep the Bureau advised of any similar literature appearing
im this area and no action will be taken pending receipt of
above requested information' from the Bureau. -^ ^ & j Q

p ) t
A^-09URE ArrACHUI % *'- I^^F"^ '

(3> j*?e»" (AM)(8D) (b^q. 1) ^> * **f *f& 2^1961

DVB:mac

Approves:

^ - Special Agent in Charge* •* AVW
CO.-
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1 - Hj , Farr

^ ^'

April 10, 1961

/> s-x-

•f :

i

8 §2

IS
fir

• v J

\, :

r?f

DearI

* ^ *
l have received yo«r letter dated Harch 18. 1961.and the interest which prompted your communicating with me

is appreciated. ;
*

_,_ Jt is always gratifying to receive letters from
those who demonstrate an awareness of the problems facing 3? w
tj»is country and a sincere desire to prepare themselves to «* y
meet the communist challenge to our freedoms. The film. -»» 5» ^
•Operation Abolition." has been sponsored and distributed £? ^
by tlie Committee on Un-American Activities. United StatcsGDJ? **House of Representatives, and the FBI had no connection jl^§ 2rwith its preparation. For your information, the jurisdiction .?and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to funiishingi? Aevaluations or comments concerning the character or integray^
°f W, i«livWual t organization or publication. In keeping "••'
with tins policy, therefore. I cannot comment on this

J
film nor the organizations mentioned in your letter.

- You may be interested, however, in reading the
enclosed pamphlet entitled "Communist Target • Youth" which—contains,my rcpont to the Committee on Un-American Activities

MrTou^^concerning tBg di&urbance in San Francisco, California, in
Sr! JSJ^^^* 96G* i«on««ct|on with the hearing of this Committee.
Mr. Belmont_ * « *** m
Mr. caiiatea. _ * am-.also enclosing Tsmae material concerning the
Mr. cmrmd .eiiace of coRanunism, ^available for general distribution bar
Mr. D^ iJCn„the FBI, which say be of interest to you. -'*•*

**

Mr. V «e_ / L\ 1 S

Mr. r,'.r.j.n|ih*i
w
r*&

Tdc Raoa

—

Enclosures - 5Mr. Inpma
Miaa U-nc'y__

$9 ' L^x

—

\t t • „

*rfc

i

^Sincerely jours,,
£

.

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO*.
• ' r ;.* s:l:
«ECClAt--L
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note on y*f?r

-™~ JBnfiles cont
correspondent

has not iH^iSeiJilJted^lh?fB?,l,t*V* ««« (NCCC)
abreast of the efforS of ?Lt

rL5ureau'.* We ***** kept
this oisanizatiiS thSuS? ofe £Ki?*«*"*,«*> toinfijtrate
the Coamunist Party USA ff 52J*®

1
! ln**sti*ations of *

* this o^.t& ^•b.iVs&s&'irs^ %$&&>

'Vi
i-\

correspondIn1:
foll0,rll« ite"S of "terature uere sent to

1. "One Nations Response to Commisa"
2. -Connunist Target - Youth"

3. "The Ccmunists Are After Our Minds-

4. -Co^unist Illusion and Democratic Reality-

-2-
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$1.
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*
J
r-

TOUE COPY

J^r-t

Dear Sir: -

I an writing
;
you to ask -

"/TWO/© |/rnu" >

-^^ «r »
the "twentieth Century Referaation • Cniifn<r«

as a CW.82? ?2?rn?^cJe1y?
illtl0nal C°Uncil of"^

Are they playing.
r
into the hands of the Coamunists?

Are sone of their leaders coamunists

Abolition-
00 y°U recoB,end the *h0^n« of the fib, -Operation

l -^ need to know the answer to these ane«tinn«because of a controversity whichHas ccoe% <*uestlons

TOUFTOPY

#r& II APR 11 1961

^
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DEC-75

IOC-508&j-5?3 «**

March 30, 1961 g
U

t VI

if

whirh BWMrrrfJrour letter of ^^20 has been received, and the interestwhich prompted your communication is appreciated.
»"»rwinterest -• ,*

f(ftr . „.af 4
UhUe * ^0ttl<l lu» to be of service to you relative t?y<5r desire

*

agency of the Federal Government and does not make evaluations or dra^T 5
. * fTlT?S ?* to toe o*1™** or integrity of any orWJatic^wDl^o^orS

V^JSte^K ,^re* ,<^rtacc^toyo«Vrequ;st^h^^^
^^rL^.COnneC

V°
a
«
either **"•*<* don* have datTin^Se. * S

^ \ regarding the organization about which yon inquired.
"™.

rr »#y
•tc

TlMl.
T»otlw_
1-C.hlb
T*I*.Rm*

Catr

»or*Jn^Jli^ *°f *l
e fore*0,x*» you may be assured that neither 1 nor

SSZFT?" ° *?* Bureau *•^ "V »tatement of the type you
«^f«i-i^ Bade *»*•»«*• ••end ttmes about the attests of the

lS^?"^ to inmt
fi
U •» "^ous Institutions smce^^ortfie

JfiT.m?? Pr0gram o£^^ to""^ •» »"«-type ojtfSStions. You
*L2ttta£»° r?1*

*^1^ b00k
» ""**•" ofDw^fromXr iSa*Uc Ubrary, and on pages 324 through 326, you will tod thiS/Att^rmonT^

^£2c£- £ a-*^ 1 ""losing 'a»l«OT£S2t MoTeHouse Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26vSs47 i5m7-His publication contain, another comment ofi^^p^fr^^
ft is always reassuring to hear from dtixens who demonstrate

*/-£*^ U^uc
-JTH Enclosure Statement before HCUA on March 26 1247

7** *' -1 * 5J8Keati - Enclosure" SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE -
A .1*.
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ESZPi Correspondent was not Identifiable In Buttles and no record w*m
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flit, }. (dgjuHooveA,

Fedenal 8tiM"u of OnveAtigption

tSaAnington D. Q.

OeanflU. Hoove*: a Ts^jjikm/

^
'

*
3 have been. in a nmbeA. of ehuAchea duning tke paAtfyf*. f~"^

Aevenal week* whene Atatenentay wene att/uhuted to you thai, tke

National (puncil of (hunch ofQiAJUbih Anenica La eithen. a

QmnumLat inApLned oAganLjation on. AenveA aa a (pamunLat fnont

andtkat Ha IbmUaa one node, up of (amunLata inApined indiviiU

*^j/ala,
/

{/oun name. Li uaed in thiAconnection with people oaa

n^^^^off jptiA. the (Lncuit RidenA and othen oAgtmijnHonA that

one seeking, to diAcnedit the wonh of the National (puncil of

Quincke*.

Such AtntanentA that you one AuppoAedto have made in

the pool one uaed to indite the National (puncUof QhuncheA

oa being, ptio -tied, and on the boALi of thid, ckuAcheA in oua

Ohio BapiiAi (invention one bing uAged to leave oua. AnenLcan A

BaptLsi Convention Aince we axe affiiiatrd with the National l

j

(puncil of QutAcheA, even oa La youn own fjuL&byttAian QiuacL.

St would be of tAmendouA aadiitnnce and help to

QutAe of QviL&t hene among, owl AneAixan BapiiAtA in Ohio if

u>u would be ao kind and gnaeioua a* to LaAue a eleax tut

and font/might Atatmnent oa to whetken ok not in puAlmowUdgeJ/l

the National (pwtcil of QtwvchtA of (JuLU in Aaenim iAeUhekJb

QonmunUtLc on a (oanunUUc fnont oAJpfiationft$g%e S&
I



Ism

la.

•D

^aaUAaklpofiUNaiional(omcaof(hv^vta^ eonmnUUc
in iewu of youn oun knowledge, on of. ike evidence thai had been
produced by ike F B J,

Vou one certainly in a position to have, muck info*mv
tion tu io ckanaea made. by one. fllajon BunLe, Dm, (oaL ftcHniiee,

and many oikena aha Aeek penAJAimtly and penauaaively io dU-
CAedU ike wUneaa fon^e** Quuat of ike National (pmcU of
QhuAcke* and ikoae OAyani^ttiond ikat mJtk utUAin ike. feltomt/Up
and fnanewoAk of coopeAoihre QmiMianlty in ike National
(puncil of Qtwicke*.

Thankina. you {on yoax, Mtplyand miik kindest pentonal
Aegandd and beat m/>fo^ am
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UNITED STATES OC t 4ENT

Memorandum
TO

?
subject:

The Director

N. P. Callahan

The Congressional Record

---':0; -

—
; -

date: AtttcM&J, I?*t

kPa*es A2201-A1392. Ceagreesxnn OK, (R) California, extended |
remarks to Include «a article from the Garden Grove Neva wrtttea by I

tael & Campbell. Mr. Utt pointed out that Tble article cowlsU of *
ascerpte from a eermoa by the Keveread Robert Schaller, vfto Las been one of
the ootataadiitg oppoaeate of coma»aaism la my district It tfoola with tao petition
takca by thtf^mapaU Panel! PLCfaMghgS. end reflect* tht thlakiag, lam vara, of
a great majority of the member* of tbo Protestant faith wboee cimrefce* are
affiliated vita the Kotloaal Coaadt af Gbarebea.*' It lo staled la the article
"The outcry of Vadas* wao raited today by a tardea Groro mlalster sealant the
Jtational Cornell of Charcbea to which hie ova ooagregatioa belong*. - - - Bel
taoa, bo said, be learned tbo Consreae of tbo United State* heard ertdenee that
Iho Katinaal Conacil pabllahed a roadie*; Hat recommending book* aatbored by
Eommaaist*. - - - v. hea J. Edgar poorer gave bla warning 4 months 140,
fcchuller declared, *I began to give the warning voice* a fair bearing. •"

<>s

5

C

i

1

O

1trt> -fdJtf*
riO - >\. r ' - • *aJw^/m t*l> S8!

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional

Record for jft) /M?£ (I £ f M^/ w~ reviewed and pertinent items were

marked for the Directpr's attention. This form has been prepared in order that

portions of a cfpyjrfftfte original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed

in appropriatejp^^raee or subject matter files.

^ VW eiU.'*T
13U
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i April T. M61

*b v °
Br. J. IrwieNillor, Preiidest .A 7~%ml 4 C«rt*^-c
Natleaal Cornell ef the Ckarckej ef Christ /^A**-****

^
475 ftlverslde Drive ^ (^L^^u,
New York 27. lira Tort °f ^
telle Mr. Billon .

Thaak yea very nel for yoar letter ef Barck 26. la it yea state, Tit weald seea
that If the Salat Paal Ckaaber is te be eatirely fair la the wetter, yea sheald
want te coapile a dossier givlag betk sides ef tke 1mm, as tae Natleaal Ceaaell
kas deae." 1 aeald like te eeaaeat ea tkat sUteaeatt

we here aot ealy eowplled seek iaferaatlea, bat ae have placed it la tke heads ef
all ladlvideals aslag ear copies ef "Operitloa Abolitloa." Perther, ae have sea-
daeted tea koar traiaiag sessioas for tkese ladivldaels ea all facts portalaieg
te tke flla, both pro ajgd cob .

As te the laforaatioa gathered by tke Nitloaal Ceaaell, ae feel there ere tea*
serieas qaestieas tkat skoald be posed ia respect te it.

Per exaaplet *fcy was so week eapkssls (10 pogei) placed ea tke views ef eat.
Professor Joka 1. Searle, rather tkaa ea tke report ef J. Edgar Hoover? Br.
Boover, aa Bead ef the Federal Bareaa ef Xavestlgstioa, voald be is a each better
positlea te iavestigate the laeldeat thaa ear iadlvldaal iaeladlag Professor Sesri

!• // aad yet ealy eae paragraph free his report aas iacladed ia the Natleaal Ceaaell
laforaatioa.

It weald also be iaterestiag to kaow vky tke last psragrapk, aad the aest laportai
eae, frea ea eye vitaess report by a greep ef sdaisters aho aitaessed the iaeldeat
cms deleted frea tke Natleaal Ceaaell laferaatlea.

telle aet eeabtiag the siacerity ef the National Ceaaell actios, ae feel tke perse
respeaslble for prop*rlag "Seas Pacts Aad Seae Ceeaeats" failed tke Ceaaell by aet
Mklag a fair represeautiea ef aJi tke facts. Be feel tkey failed to heed the
Natleaal Ceaaell 'a eaa words ef preseatiag . . . "tke views ef respeaslble persaas

pre aad eea." Tke ead resalt, ^»V Facta Aad Seae Ceeaeats ", ts s biased report

of the e-plete issas. ^> ^^ / (ft
-
ftf) <g fa f ~ &J-

Ike Geaerel Beard skoald aet be eeadeaaed for its aetlea. If ee were te place

•ereelves la its positlea, • tkat ef aot bolag thoroeghly faalllar wl tk_ajj,|ke^
diverejeat vlewa, aad were te be headed "Seae Pacta Aad Seae Cooawati^aeToo
doabt. weald have voted as the Geeeral Beard did. • APR 11^^
we feel the persoas respeaslble for prepariag this decaaeat failed \b£,Goaerel .^
Beard ia aet aeklag e fair represeatatioa ef ell the facts. Be feel they failed

becaaae they did^aot take tke tlae aor expead tke eaergy aeeessary la ask lag a .

\ ,&
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lr. J. Irvla HillJit. -i- o Aptt I 7. 1961

rtpart af talt utin. Ma feel tatj felled beeaaao earn ef taeae lidlfldnli
at tout, t»ro perieaa wlta preeoacelTed Ideae abeat rt.t •Mid be laeletfetf lathe report, or peraoae elti preceaeelred ldeae .boat tee eatlrt latldaaU

?• 'f*
1^"* flro,ip of -»"•< ladirldeale aet eely felled tbelr reapoaalhliltvto the 6«uril Beard aad joa aa Pretideat. bat to the eatlmted dTSlllaa JrX...

Aa a Fretetteat, l feel theae ladlrldeale falltd m.

Steeerelj,

7cc: J. Edgar Hoover

johnt\bay I JLi—

—

/Exa«atlv]Mrie4jraaldMt -

**
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~S-0$6f~£'V-
April S9 1961

^

Tour letter of March 27, 1061, has been § ^
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is
appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI
Is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the
character or Integrity of any organisation, publication or
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that
you will not infer In this connection either that we do or that
we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of your *

.Inquiry.

I know of no source to whom you might write.
Enclosed is material concerning the general subject of/ «*•«.»«« cuucenung ue general SUDjeCt Of

if communism Including a list of organisations which have ,

cited by the Department of Justice pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.

5E? "*£ won

MAMXQSJD

APR- C 1961

Sincerely yours,

3* Edgar Hoovw ft

/lh

• • *. •* ft »• ! I

1M.
Enclosures (S) (Lisle

'.H

gJfiEzi ^yg>TEnext|»ge

•5*^=- -«*»-?0P"O mnmimD ****/
5APR1S 1S&1

SAWtici* rsi
yK<>

^iJL
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Letter to]

Enclosures
List of Subversive Organizations
God and Country or Communism?

?£?5
U
!?
Sm

; J** Bitter Enemy of Religion
17th National Convention, CPUSA 6 3-60 LEB IntroSeries from "Christianity Today**

the pollcte. of the NCCC todaj^So-MM^ * *eb***.

:i*

-I-
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torch 27, 1961

federal Bureau of Investigati
Washington , D.C.

Dear Sirat

on

I >*r. To)
Mr. l».r

Mr. Mol
Mr. Bcii
Mr. Call

J Mr. Cm

1 Mr. JtfaJo

Mr. Bow
Mr. n<m

J ^t. w.cs

Mr. tagnu
'Mia, Cud;

in

Pa

a^

5

tpero^^Co^B;
fc

and also a student at_
and it is In this conre

'hristian College
« that I am writing a

'*. 1

mm^tStSrj^BM^r^y^
could refer me to would help.

W othtr 80Upc" that you

If 7oa can be tf „„r help t. „. x «n g^u,^^ lt>

Tours In Christ

i

S*

. W*3I B»BI«
t 51

. *
. # _ * . • * * *

*̂
4fc* (OOjSoUf^ £

« APRipW ^ /Vt^°

gW£fay tfr gotfuf~ U U fin c#l*n ~ tZ*u „..
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¥ -<r&*69- April 4, 1961 •

s

»-«> .*•

Your letter dated March 23, 1961, has been received.

Although I would ljke to be of service, I am m^frift to
answer your specific inquiries since information in FBI files Is
confidential and available for official use only, pursuant to regulations
of the Department of Justice. Please do not infer, however, in this
connection either that we do or do not have data in our files alone the
lines you suggested.

t

^^
Enclosed is material available for general distribution

by this Bureau on the subject of communism, and I am Including in
the data forwarded a copy of " Communist Target—Youth, " which
relates to the highly organized tactics of the Communist Party la
the California demonstrations against the House Committee on
Un-American Activities.

The thoughtprompting your writing me is very much <

appreciated, and I hope that the reprints being sent will offer suggestions
as to how you can help combat subversive influences in our society today*

Sincerely yours,

MAtL£D8I

APR- 41961

J. Edgar Hoovw:

John Edgar Hoover
~
%j j Director

Enclosures W, ?< ,:i
** J B^UJH

What You Can Do To Fight CotpiynUsm ff*
% /&%

Director's speech 10-18jfia JF a * „¥ \ J r7/e$
^_ How to Beat CommunlsiH^D DC ToFflH ^^P
••cmi*.

; « Communist Target—Youth *fj'j*
EL?— t I Feries from "ChrlstlaidyTofey* //
a>*.— . . —-.«»««. r^ teletyk: wot *

>. Correspondent is not Identifiable In Buttles. For a number of
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NOTE CONTINUED: years allegations have been made by a number
of people Including some clergymen to the effect that the National
Council of Churches of Christ has been infiltrated by communists.
Although we have never conducted an investigation of the NCCC is
such, we have kept abreast of the efforts to infiltrate m».j«i

today. ' ^ dictating the policies of the NCCC

Vc-I

\
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March 23, 1961

Dear Sir:

I am alarmed at the amount of Communist influence
which is shown in our government offices, our churches, and the
general public. . .'

•

U you have information concerning the infiltration
of this "disease" of Communism which is sweeping the world
would you please send some to me. I am especially interested in
how it is working in taxational Council of Churches and also in
the student riots in San Francisco.

Sincerely, X
tf$r

*\

\&A-

& H

Itm 6 19«|

/ r.c. T-*~9-6t *£**^>
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March SO, 1961

I have received your cordial letter of March 22,
1061, with enclosure, and I did want you to know how much I
appreciate your generous remarks about my administration
of the TOE. Please accept my thanks for sending me your
report, >tetting The Record Straight, " which I have read with
1 great deal of interest;

While I do wish it were possible to be of assistance
In connection With your inquiry, the FBI does not make evaluations
or draw conclusions as to the character or Integrity of any
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am unable ~
to be of service on this occasion, and I hope you will not infer CD g
either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating 5
to the subject of your inquiry. ' 2

f

82

I can readily understand your deep concern over * "
the grave threat posed by communism. It is my firm belief that
a broad knowledge of the objectives and operations of the communist
conspiracy is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its
Influence. I have always felt that private citizens, acting through
their civic, labor, religious, educational and similar organizations,
constitute one of our most effective weapons against communism. /

' ."X"

w^L y*'*
•
*

Enclosed are several items setting forth my views
. flfccommunism which you might like to haveJ

;,0W«rww Sincerely yours, %tnl . J- EdfKHflOBB
- - sJt^ A

res (5) listed next page)

©STo^
MOTE:. SEE NEXT RAGE
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Enclosures
Director's speech 10-18-60
One Nation's Response to Communism
3-60 LEB Introduction 6 17th National Convention, CPUSA
Expose of Soviet Espionage
Series from 'Christianity Today"

NOTE: Buflles contain no derogatory information regarding

__ 10 was given an autographed copy of
response to Jones to DeLoach memo of

ted 'Autographed Copy of "Masters of Deceit" For
This was in response to a request from

former ASAC Adrian Meyer, who EOD 7-6-36 and retired 7-31-60.

$;
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March 22, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

«

Mr. Tol!

Mr. Tar
Mr. ?Iol

Mr. ndr
Mr. CV!
Mr. Cy
Mr. r£
Mr. Fr/
Mr. r.-"

1

Mr. Rrs-.

Mr. 5kT
Mr. T.f
Mr. r.r.
?d\ r.-:

Mr. 1.
--

Uiar-i

*»>,

Abolition."

.
**° until last year was with yc

xs now anji&sociate of mine with thef
recently read a report

[y group concerning "Operation

ro^^^_^

r^^at

He felt that you would be interested in reading thisreport and as such I am enclosing a copy for your
records. /

*

As I am vitally interested in the subject of Anti-
Communism particularly as it relates to theVNationalgoungil f Chl irrhftf , I would appreciate any informationwhich is not classified that you might pass on to mexn the future.

Needless to say I have nothing but admiration for the
outstanding work that you have done through the yearsxn the service of our country and it is my personal
hope that you will be able to continue in your present
position for many years.

Tours ver;

V

<C^?» encitasure

.V
* * tSSWA

W-6 /oo-JfO£Lf~ f
• APR 4 1961
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t>- JeV^ •s»«rm TBI kibobd anuioiS" >

«ut w.«k«. how the Saadnar on "The Chrietlen l*speaalbUitir for *?*°*J£»
*4«>*Z~»nfc I would llko to present ay 010 tboughte. I bare set w***™** ^wr
^2^^r to oroS notto bo iSlaeaeed by any ««*a«Ud .-otlce*.

X wlob to *.f in .draao. thatIM ofMM«Sy5& Church! X
things I bold aoet dear are ay Country and tha^jpfroap^r^ w™*™^

«f
JUS appreciate la regard to tbo latter that flTepeakiag both ae • aeafar or

tboeongregatlon and aa aa active Ilder.

leaders of tho •C»C»

« *. «4M t hare road Edgar C. Bandy's book, •CollectlTlen la the Ctarohee.'
Since that tine I hare rjea^wr c.^wj, book £, ^gt of tho doeunentetlon
I personallyfool that the Mtam «f tt£000^

i^ ^^ ^ ^2r^^^SLA* «~ .lllo. -d their action, .bouldb.

considered la that light*

^ ^w —-.4-1. »r.-_jLmijm and fho national Council of Cburchee* which
I hare road tho article •cowo™.""JrJJ^Stloli I could flad la the

S£r&?2£&33S«sessss
Christian Antt-Conaunlan Crusade.*

lllS r-rm th. only p«r.» I *jl* * ""l?
*™ "| i.rS.tyS 1*0 lTint«Mt»

tiaes.

I a* act .charging the I.C.O. f Churches^j'^SlStSn^ia^l^S STS^'
leanings. I aa not oharglag aayona who la

^J^f^-Tir.oalMaer. X fool the'

iTbelS a CeaamnTat, a fellow trareler or a Ccsaaiaist •yapatnlaer. i xeej, «-

they are probably all very aaoh against Coaannlauw

CBHUd with both Cwaellj •* •£*• StSycX. an taeidniJT « winioiil

the aorle picture w^m^?T^L^lal liceaber i. I960,
Liberty Bulletla, Tolnaa Tf fca*tT 2, laeued Deoeaaer M>, «w
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"TlM V«n>M« of the fll« is to eonvlnos the pobllo that the student dosjonstre*

:ri *>j *ioa» (and by Inference, all other demade for abolition of the Cosadttee)
£f were Connuniet inspired and Ceaaranlst lad**

In thla particular issue of the Beliglous liberty Bulletin, tha editor «soa
jg _ quotations fron •tha Reporter* dated Scveaber ?b, I960 and written ay Paul Jacobs% to try and prove that tha student daaonstratlena vara not Goaaamiat inspired nor& COaaaOOnlaft ltd*
& *

T would like to examine oaoh of the qootatlona subnltted by tha editor of the
Religious liberty Bulletin and than present an amver to oaoh one In the order
given*

1* Here these etndent demonstrations Coanoniat inaplred and CosESiniet ladt"

AHSfSRi According to J. Edgar Hoover they vera. On page h of hie report.
Coaaunlot Target - Tooth,* he states!

•It la vitally Saportant to set the record straight on the extent to
which the Coanainieta were responsible for the dlsgraoeful and riotous
oonditions which prevailsd during the BC04 hearings. Xt Is vitally
Important that not only the students involved In that incident, but ^ fff

,
stedents throughout the Nation whoa Geaauuxlats hops to exploit in similar

t -• -

'

situations, recognise the Coorotfst taotlea which resulted in what ea>
5 parienced Vast Coast obaarrera faadllsr with Gosannlst strategy and
| taotlea have termed the most euoceaaful Communist eoup to occur la the

San Francisco area In 25 years*

The Communist attack on the BCUA In San Franolseo was in the lino with a
longstanding party aim to deatroy not only the HCOA, but also the Senate
Internal Security Subooaadttee and every other •enemy* aorrtinr to emse
the threat which Cojaaanlat activitiaa represent to the internal eeeurlby
of this Ration**

2* "The film itaelf opens without any of the usual credits**

*&.:« AHS«ERi «hen the various aembere of the Coaadttee ware introduced in the file
^ there waa no question In ay mind as to who was putting on the film*

3* •instead. Congressman Halter launehea iaajadlately into the main then* of the
picture, which la to suggest that the deaonatrationa ware Cemmunlet inspired**
•••In the attoapt to prove thla assertion, both the narration and the way the

flla elipe were edited deliberately distort s nvfeer of facta. For example,
separate eequenoea have been run together....to giro the lapreeeion of mob
action, end the f13a ahowa otodenta displaying defiance after police warnings,
although actually the denonetretion oeoured at a ooaaletely different time and
the police use of fire hoses on the students is justified on the basis of the
elain that the. students attempted to rush police barricadea inside tha Oltj

ARSWBtt Almost every newspaper article In print and every movie plotnro ws see
is edited* There were errors hers and it has been admitted, lbs
ianortant thing ae far as our yowig people are eonosrnsd la •Waa there
o riot and waa It Coajeanlat inspired?" Hoover says Tes to both* Oav>
page 8 of Hr. Hoover** Report ho statost
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With the tension growing, the ineritebla happened, fiolenee flared thet
afternoon. One of the Judges in e municipal oourtrooB in Cltgr Ball ordered
the nob dispersed because the nolee aede it lapoaalble for hla to hold court*
*•»•» an ettespt was node to cany out the order, the croud responded by

-M throwing shoes end jostling the officers, an offloor warned that fire hoses wc
2t ,

»• to be used if the crowd did not disperse, but the crowd, instigated by tbi
jg

' Coenruniets who had Baneurered themselves into strategic positions, beosae aore
*fc Barely*

One of the deaonstrstors provided the epark that touched off the flsne of
vlolsnoe. leaDing a barricade that had been erected, he grabbed aa officer *a
night stick and began beating the officer over the heed. The mob surged for-
ward as if to storm the doors, end a Police Xaspeotor ordered the fire hoae
turned on."

h* "After the riots were over, the Sheriff of San Francisco aaid, "There was
bo act of physical aggression on the part of the students* 1"

AHSUERi This is a lie and for this etateneat to be pendtted to appear la a
publication issued by the Ariaona Council of Churches or under the
auspices of the I.C.C. Xt> influence the adnisteri la their guidance

_ 7
of their eongregatioa destroys' eay faith X any hare had in the Ariaona

l$fi Council of Churches or the M.C.C. Zt is eertalnly aore *——g*-g than
lJw - ~ ' Bandy's book entitled "Colleetlviaa la the Churches."

the Bar. Elbert 3. Morford of 1$ Best let Avenue, Bess, Ariaona, wrote to the
Sheriff and aaked him if he node eueh a etatenent. Z hare a verlfax oopy of
the Sheriff •a reply on the letterhead of "Office of The Sheriff" which etatee
la fulli

"Dear Bererand Morfordt *

Zn response to tout letter, Z aa forwarding a oopy of a recent eerl<
articles which appeared la ceo of oar leading daily newspapers* .

Z bars ao eoaaent to offer la regard to the film, "Operation Abolition."
Aa to the alleged quotatlona ascribed to ao aa to phyaioal aggression on the
part of the students," Z did act sake each a atateaeat*

Careful reading of the eaolosed report will answer your Questions. Z hope
it will be of cone value to yea*

Vvj truly yours*.

£J{
""•

Matthew 0. Carberry,
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, , ^ *• *Siarty eight (66) students were arrested at the time of the riots.....
j K }

ohargos were dismissed against ell bat om»., At that tin evidence from
t^/^JJ3" record may Indicate who vaa really responsible for the violenoIon Hey 13th - the students or the police I"

»*»*«

|>i aVSkSRi Mr* Boovar answers this on Page 3 of his report!

_ Vsrticularly unfortunate la the fact that eany youth and stuknt
i- group* ia ear Hstion today are totally unaware of the extent to anion
§i *»•* ean • victimised and exploited fey the Coaaunlsta. The ead proof

of thia fact vaa nowhere nora apparent than in aunicipal eoort in San
Francisco on June 1, I960, when Judge Albert A. Axelrod A<»~ln*A riot
charges against 62 of the parsons arrested aa a result of the nob vio-
lence vhieh erupted during demonstrations protesting the hearings held i

ft*J,^SJF the KoaM Committee on to-American Activities (BCUA). Bmy
12-1]*, I960* * ^
The 3ud,»e pointed out that there sere amplo grounds for conviction in tl
cases involving the fcz defendants , soat of whom Mere colics «^n4«nt*,
out ho added that the deicndalztewere, for the aost part, »dean-cut
American college studeo^a' who could veil be haunted for the rest of tht
lives hy the stigna which a oonviotion would attach to then*"

^ r .
let us again look at the subject Bulletin* It carries the following paragraph!

f.M "BOTE! The Rellgioua Uberty Bulletin is a newsletter of the Departeant of
%&4 Beligious Uberty of the Rational Council of the Chnrehea of Christ in the V.S»A<

It is dosignod to furnish factual and up-to-date infomation on currant events
with implications for religious liberty, civil liberty, church-state and inter-
faith relations." This paragraph eontinues on in effect that nothing here is to
be oonotrued es reflecting the attitudes or position of the N.CtC....reportim
and interpretation are wholly the responsibility of the editor.

It mist be very disturbing to 122 ministers in the Valley of the Sun when the/
realise that they indicated their approval of the epereting procedures of the
ff.CC. by signing •«s Believe,* only to learn that one of the Department's of
the H.C.C. used lies to indicate the stand that they should take in regards to

*«.; •pperction Abolition.*

,W *»• l—to*a or the H.C.C. ean still point with pride to the feet that the 1.0.0.
.~\ is "Lilly White" but they end their epereting procedures certainly polled the
-^-- - rag oat from under 122 sinister* in this

I

In the esne Bulletin under the heading "freedom of Association" wo find this)
ojuotatien by the editor!

Vi * ......
# I "To Jndge by the saU that reaches this office, there is presently more~"

|
Peril in the authentic sleeien of the church from perversion by ardent
•anU-Coomunists" (like me) than by the few (10,000 • 15.000) funaliilim
Comemnists (in this country).

* ^
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X personally wonder if the editor of this Bulletin over heard of the 600 Million
Chinese that our Country turned anr to the^agrarian raforaera** I vender if
he ever heard of the Ra?e of Tibet* the Rebellion in Huneey* the occupation Of
Albania* Bulgaria* Estonia* Finland* Xatrla* Lithuania* Mead* Csechoelorakia*
ftmnMn end the Ukraine*****. X Just vender* -

When X eav "Operation Abolition11 end the eeene in the Court Room with the etndmt
end the Cwsunlets einging the Star Spangled Banner vith all the oontanpi the/
eould fet In their voices* ay thoughts vent beck to World Mar XX* Brer? thlfd
mn that ecrred in our Stfcinarlnos during World War XX vas killed in eotion* X
watched nearly one hundred prisoners of war die* Did theso aon die Juet to pend
e group to ridicule oar Star Spanslod Baanorf

Why canH oca* religious leaders etcp their play on vords end cat down to the
facts of life* The Consuniste are fighting for koope*

Daring the recent tati-Ccnraniaa School, Capt* B« R* Barnes* U* 8* levy Retired*
en ordained Methodist Minister* etatod "The nlnleters of this eoontey should be
the ones to lead this Arttl-Coniunlsa Crusade* e instead of fighting it*

F:
i.

+&:

I?'N? k
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cation or individual. I regret that I am mahi*Viii»

f

Enclosed is some literature dealing with theeneral sutnect of coacunisa which nay be orinterest

/or^aJdeT
111* **' s*lf'***™**. stL^ envSlo^u •

APR 3 -1961

Enclosures (5)
(listed next page)

Sincerely yours,

IL Edgar Hoovar

John Edgar Hoover
Director

see NOTE next page

• •
.*^r

/ HH3I ««»•« \ ;
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Enclosures _
Correspondent's enclosed self-addressed ctimnMi ^..^t^god and Country or ConnunisB?

oaaressea
» stamped envelope

Expose of Soviet Espionage
j^nmunism: Bitter Enemy of ReligionOne Nation's Response to Communisa

m

mat tiie CP, USJt, is dictating the policies of the NCCC today.

-%-*>.-:

*&-•

-.jfru

CD TELETYPE UMT
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March 23, 1961

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director Federal Bureau of
Investigation,

Washington D. G.

Dear Mr. Hoover, C3 At i* I

One hears Btf much about the: Council of Churches
with regard to subversive activities, yet in CBurclilCIrcleTmoKeV
is voted to be sent to this organization.

tonight.

That happened at a meeting of Presbyterian Women

lam a
of the Auxllary of1

in| |-s
coJHBnaersof this post.

Chapter D. A. R. and
American Legion

were

My husband is in Arlington Cemetery, and my brother
has had nurses round the clock for three and a half years.

Please pardon the personel reference which may let
you see I am truly concerned, so am appealing from information
from the best authority possible.

3'*

Sincerely yours V
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V March 31, 1961

•ork being doie by UU^ItoeSi
70Ur """"en*" «** the

relative to the character^~^51!!?.
f
"!?lsi, e»»»n«tion» or eommeoU

Sincerely your*.

some material §5

CD

•

MAR311S61
& Efer Hooar

John Edgar Hoorer
Director

Enclosures (S)
God and Country or Communismcommunist Target—Youth
SffSS^l ,?

itter **"»* <* Religion" "

S5f^c
S
Brtt,tl011 * Intro- SoldChristianity Today Series

fcxf PAGE)
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3-31-61

£i

NOTE: Buttles contain notMng derogatory regarding* and limited

!?^rC
fi

rre^nden
»
e\ lhe Bureau has never conlSctedan investigation

°i
«e National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) but we have kert rtreastof theViiorts oi the Communist Party, USA to infiltrate this wglniSioa.

iicrr« appear that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of thf NCCC today.NCCC was formerly known as the Federal Council of Churches. It has teenbrought to the Bureau's attention that several individuals assc^W^\Sth
revision of the Bible have been connected with communist front groups^

&r

4*-

»

-*#.-.
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TRUE COPY
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ch 22 - 1961

Mr J Edgar Hoover
Washington 25
D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover

th* w-h^i n
We l

l
a
!!f
£•*•* deal the8e ***b ab°ut communists inthe Federal Counsel of Churches. Is there a chance for me to heenUghtened on this matter? Who is George Stevenson? wL he one ofthe men employed on the work of the (New Bible) S^Lrd^J^SVersion? I am a christian and belong to the GermanBranch «<SecK^r ChUrCh

- *•«*•«** the Heads ofto" Co^tional

We had quite a fuss in Seattle about the Film strio

It T^T.lt^T,,"^^ (92) P^ssors irSe^agatost1U ^Could I get a list of these men. I hope I can make good use oftoT

«*«..* i , v * certainly want to »y thank you Mr. Hoover for thewonderful job you are doing. We need you.

Sincerely -

&V

«lr-i

a-» »
r

(

^ ..*
V /0 o - Softf^7

Cfi*u> : j
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£.6> March 31 , 196.1
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Tarnl.

ToJo. I

\

\

1 have received your letter dated March 16

i

1961. with its kind comments, and the interest r
.

which prompted your communicating with Be is *

appreciated*

While I would like to be of assistance,
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI,
strictly an investigative agency of the Pederal
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations
or comments concerning the character or integrity
of any individual, organization or publication* I^ an«$urc you will understand the necessity for this

^.pol*cy and will not infer that our files do or do
c^otScontain the information you desire*

««*

^- ec: In view of your interest in the internal
security of the United States, I an enclosing soaeHtexture which you Bay wish to read*

Sincerely yours,

J. EdgarHowcMAR31 1961

I I TELETYPE WOT CD

e bU .HI

SEE NOTE ON YELLOW:

CD 5-'
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Bufiles contain no identifiable references
to correspondent.

« * #«J5? National Council of the Churches of
Christ (NCCC) has not been investigated by this Bureau.
Je have kept abreast of efforts of the Communist
Party (CP) to infiltrate it through our over-all
investigation of the CPUSA. It does not appear that
the policies of this organization are being dictated
by the CP. (100-50869)

The following items of literature were sent
to correspondent:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

"One Nation's Response to Communism"
"Communist Target-Youth"
"The Communists Are After Our Minds"
"God and Country or Communism?"
"Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion"

Correspondent did not furnish sufficient
identifying data concerning the "H.R.T." to be abee
to locate any references to it in our files.

- 2 -

I
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Taue copy

I
noJune* I

\\ Pear^ : Hw can I g^tHMtertal to prove to the
\\ Methodist minister hen} that Communists are in

the{Counc il of Churchs, That they were authors
S^J^.ne^F^^^BBfcreducules me when I
tell him it is trueT i know he is a Democrat &
a Harvard man.

II n ** ^ * ne«d letter from you so I can
II sell it to my friends,

II I * u «
ls5 "atc

,

r*«l to prove that Communists
f|
are in N. R. T. and in colleges.

We want proof so we can start high
school classes against Communism.

Thanks for the work u are doing*

Sincerely

/s/|

J

TWZ CTfy

&C'l0f » APR 4 1961
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33

Tour letter of March 22, 1961, has been received,
and the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI Is an
Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this
connection either that we do or that we do not have data In our files

relating to your inquiry. /

Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the general
subject of communism which may be of interest. ^^

Sincerely yours, ' *
' -

•» '

ItEdteatttoOMtf

MAR 3 11961
John Edgar Hoover

Director

H>- ©Enclosures (5)

Director's speech of 10-18-60
Communist Target—Youth
Expose of Soviet Espionage

jCttfth National Convention 6 3-60 LEB Intro.

_ One Nation's Response. To Communism

Z JK^Tfe-No'-r^ord could be located in Bufiles identifiable with
- correspondent. For a number of years allegations have been made
- by a number of people including some clergymen to the effect that

the National Council of the Churches of Christ has been infiltrated

p"
{/

•.cub.. by communists. Although we have never conducted an investigation t/^ o ' ^A^ ~-. See next page. / £fL
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NOTE continued:
of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of th»Communist Party, (CP), USA, to tofiltrate tWs w£K2ta[ SL,*,

L»fc

i »'. -.'' •>
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rch 22, 19C

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirs,

Q M , « * **** ^en reading a good deal about the
i^ion^CojmciLpJLChju^

,would like to know if you have any material to this effectand if so would you please send it to me?

/ Sincerely yours,

p 5
>*'/^'

bec-88 /££;f£?Jf'

Pfe
/?

J



'*&

•1

n

*3

*> • • • o

V^^4^U^,^A^^^i

*Sz0Xsyu&ZA^/i^ (f+*aA4s/



*'-.»

o

ll ,<r 4*' /<rt £~0 ?6>9 - SKH
March 30, 1961

.<

.

Your letter was received on March 24, 1961, and
the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated.

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI-
is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Govern-
ment and, as such, does not Bake evaluations or consents
relative to the character or integrity of any individual,
organization or publication, I hope you will not infer in
this connection either that our files do or do not contain
data regarding the subjects of your inquiry. ni

In view of your concern, I aa enclosing material
regarding the general subject of communism.

MAR 301961
lFBL

Sincerely yours,

IL Edgar Hawec

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (5)
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality
God and Country or Communism
Communism: The Ditter Enemy of Religion
17th National Convention a Intro. 3-60 LED
Christianity Today Series
NOTE: ^o]

f

M
s 5
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March 20, 1961

Dear Sir;

I am writing to you about an issue that has been oT-0 ^*-
some concern to me and also to a great many others in our churclll
I am a Sunday School teacher and the clerk of our church but I am

I writing in no official capacity. The question is this, "Are some of
I the high officials of thffgatlonal Council of Churches. Communists?"
I have read quite a bit of literature put out by religious groups In our
country, claiming this is so. Bit it is notable in their literature that
they are constantly criticizing and never see any good. This makes you
suspicious of this type of person.

Then I have gotten literature from the National Council
of Churches supposedly answering this very question. But instead of
proving their own innocence they spend all their time pointing their
fingers at their accusers and suggest that they are the Communists.
This does not seem like the Christianlike thing to do and makes me
wonder whether they might have something to hide.

I do know this. That whether the charge is true or false
it is weakening our churches, which would probably please the Communistsm our own local church we are a Congregational Christian Church (the Con-
gregational Christian 6 Evangelical Reform are in the process of uniting
to be the United Church of Christ), our denomination Is a part of the N. C.
of C. In the last two years 3 people have withdrawn their membership
from our church because of this affiliation. There has been much
controversy about this. I know a minister who resigned from a church
less than five miles from here and I was told this was one of the reasons.
Ten miles away a church was split in two and the minister resigned 6 left
the denomination. The fact that they were a member of the National
Council of Churches was a vital issue In this fight.

And so I feel it would be better for the churches and for the
country If this could be proven one way or another. I have asked the 'little
people" and not been satisfied with their answers and so I ask yon,
Mr. Hoover. I personally do not approve all the things the National Council
of Churches does. I feel they would be doing more of a service to God .

and mankind iif they would spend more time converting people and
spreading the gospel and less time delving Into things of a political nature.
But the real question is, "Are they Communists?" That is the question I
am asking yon.
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TRUE COPT

We have been told that one of the communistslms is to work their way into the churches. I can believe this, that oneof the best ways to weaken a country would be to weaken their reliaicmAnd since Christians by their very nature are trusting, this mightbTaneasy thing to do. Another thing which has concernedme and wveralothers has been a new type of Sunday School literature recently introducedby our own United Church of Christ to be taught to threeVeioldsSSttmore to follow as they grow older. We looked this literature over ta^
fc^

U
milS

dV mefng tte teachers voted «»*nimously not to use it.fa this literature Jesus becomes an ordinary man looking nothing like the

S^Ef £ !" h°me
/ * churches

- Gone were the Bible stories. So alienwas this that some of us wondered if this might be a cleverly conspired

%SSEF^e Pl^ to
4
we^en*ne religion in the United States' T*e editorof children's publications ©four denomination is Carolyn E/tSoddard ofBost^riculunj Consultant is Rev. Aljpeda O^ickery. lie writer oMMs

particular literature was Phoeh^Anderson. I realise that you are a -""
very busy man and your department could not track down the suspicions
of every person of the United States. But I am convinced this is notmerely a local problem and could be a serious threat to our country andfor this reason as well as my own desire for information I take the nerveto write to you.

Tours truly,

/s/

:**
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/ Thursday, 23 March l?Dl

X&

Mr. M7fi?S__

»r. Calbhan

. -*• fcvnm __
Ilr. ValaM.

[Mr. n-

Mf,t

«2 APR

MERIGAN COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN
Madison, Ylsconsln

Gentlemen t

LAYKKH Mr. T.*.CLSnUh
Tek. Coom__
Mr. Injr«m__

In a latter from a local mlnlatar which wab^SESss
published in the Kerch Slat edition of our Lebanon
Daily Neva of Lebanon, Pennsylvania , referenoe waa
Bade to the printed reaulta of your investigation
of Conmunlat affiliation! by members of the Hational
Council of Cburchea.

Aocording to Referend Oeorge fi. Riffertj of
1516 Oak Street? Annvlllo, Pennsylvania the
writer of the article the title of your *•

publication waa "HOW RED IS THE I (F) CCf. the
RoTerend reports that your accusation of 1*10
eonnectlona with Communistic Front Organizations
by 50 HOC embers has HOT been denied by those
whom your report disclosed. . .

Is this publication in print? Is at leaat
one copy available? If not, where can current
information of this type be secured

T

D,

As one who has bean entrusted with proper
guidance of a segment of our youth, both in public
educetion as well aa In the Scouting movement and
in church work, X personally wlah to be better
informed on thia critical subject. It is true
that Mr* J. Edear Hoover produced a masterpiece
in hla MASTERS OF DECEIT, but even thia marvellous
piece of reaearch la limited in the detailed data *

one at tlmea desires. How can the average citisea
accurately know which are red-tinted front organi-
sations, aa differing from basically good organi-
sations beginning to suffer under Communist lnfil- .

A- eopy of this letter-request for information
la being forwarded to Mr. Hoover* a Federal Bureau
of Investigation, Washington 25. DC, In the. hope
that their files of available literature will give
tome possible help. * MR Si 1961

Thank you for any materials and/or information*

Sincerely,

mi
-Carbon aoov to. FBI . PllttVL
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March 19, 1961

"V

*-' *

Your letter of March 22, 1961, with enclosure, has J^
been received, end the confidence you expressed In the FBI is indeett
Appreciated.

WhUe l wouU Uke to be of assistance, the FBL as
strictly an Investigative agency of the Federal Government, does not
furnish evaluations or comments relative to the character or integrity
of any individual, organization, or publication. I hope you will not
infer either that our files do or do not contain data regarding the
subjects of your inquiry.

Enclosed is material which is available for general
distribution on the subject of communism. There is no charge for any
material the FBI is privileged to distribute; therefore, the check voos
forwarded is being returned. - 35

MAR29W
Sincerely yours,

lEdgatHoowc

John Edgar Hoover
Director

-n*. —
ffo

©

Eft&osures (5)

i

_ God anidXountry or Communism
^-qommunis^Party, USA

£tonmunis'n& The Bitter"Enemyyd Religion1

ltth Rational Convention of the Communist Party, USA

NOTE: Correspondentls
E
noYiaenifc»ble in Bufiles.

5tjSft
W:

jfSjJRl
"

^Note continued on next page)rt^'
TtLETYPC UWTT
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f) The Bureau has never conducted In investigation of the
£a&ojiaLQ?uncil. of.Churchesj^Christ *fyC£P>*, but we have kept abreast
of the activities of the Communist Party, USA, to infiltrate this organization.
It does not appear that the Communist Party, USA, dictate^: the policies
of the NCCC today.

-2-
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March 22, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
C/0 Pederal Bureau of Investigation
Justice Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Hoover:

I

1/

Although the writer Is signing this letter personally, weare writing this for our entire faSlly of five, to ho£es" of ob-taining some information and answers to certain questions thathave been troubling us,
T

In the first place, let ne state that our family is a rell-
fnS^nl!"

117
'
beln8 *cJ

lve to the ^calf^^^PreSyJJriaS Chare
2U5?S r JT!

8
J
ron81y •nti-communlat.^ne^riter feels sostrongly In this latter connection, that he takes the position the

1^1???
OT

+i?Z
organization that knowingly or unknowtingly takes aposition that corresponds with the "Communist Party ltoe\ Is ac-tually aiding or abetting the enemy, (which the Communist Partyis and not merely, a politlcal^irty). J

.... ^ addition to the above we have become Interested to Dr.Billy James flsrgls and his program known as Christian Crusade.

Our questions are as follows:

(1) £°,7ou ,
feel tbat Pr°6r*«» »uch as Christian Crusade and Dr.

?iJH/a?! 8 Hap
f
ls *pe ^P 1** *n the fight against Communistinfiltration and that they do an effective Job to arousingpeople to the danger and presence of Communism to our midst?

(2) Are there any official government documents or reports thatshow actual Communist "leanings" or Cpmmunlst front organi-sation connections on the part of ths*Natlonal Council of
Starches or their officers? -Sifc-2L

In this latter connection, the point la that if there Is
£LP

I°.!5 ?£ things mentioned in Question 2, we deeply resent the

answer to th* above. . «, — a personal „ , way be an imposition on you, but if this is at -all. nosslble It
SSL^hfi"!!??11 apK0cUt#d by * fa"lly tbmt *• «"ply~racernedabout this entire matter. R.J^ • ^301961 j£
^ti&& f*ri$&&
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Mb. J. Edgar Hoover

1; ; :

._:*-.—.. '

O
Page 2

In closing way we add, keep up the good work of •earchln*out and exposing to the public eye thoae who seek to underminethis country through subversive methoda, activities, and orga-nizations* °

Yours very truly.

P. S. We enclose $1.00 which we hope will defray the cost of any
reports or documents In connection with the above that are
available to the public.

i
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March 28, 1981

lcc!T4?l*f-&/
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Tour letter of March 21, 1961, has been received, and
I want to thank you for your generous comments set forth therein.

m answer to your inquiry concerning the Committee on
Un-American Activities, United States Bouse of Representatives, the
Committee has as one of its primary responsibilities the recommend-" 1

"

1

lng of appropriate legislation regarding subversive activities to the od
United States Congress, and I have always felt that this Committee
makes a contribution in its public disclosure of the forces that menace
America. Us efforts in behalf of our country naturally represent the
reason why the venom of the American communist has been directed
against it, as well as against the FBI.

This Bureau had no connection with the preparation of
the Committee's film, "Operation Abolition. '* As a matter of policy,

I am unable, therefore, to make any comment concerning it. May I
suggest you direct your Inquiry to the Committee which is located in
Room 225, Old House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C.

Since this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of

tofhe, Federal Government and does not make evaluations of organizations,
publications-or individuals, I cannot be of assistance with regard to the
specific organisation you mentioned; however, I am enclosing a copy of

— i

— »

5 !

ft
**m.

&•» II od
v;i ,ci

i. n T
1 - Los Angeles -.Enclosure, t

4Mi
* -*v^Jg3 J

:h
fir'

tmrrCZ)

»
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continued \* axj
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my statement before the Committee dated March 26. 1047. vhlch
touches on communist Infiltration of our churches. You may also
desire to consult pages 324 through 326 erf my book, "Masters of
Deceit, - which deal with this subject in more detail. Additional

"ft
ffSi °° the menace °* communism is also enclosed which yonmight like to read. 7

^ Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (5) /

Director's Statement of 3-26-47
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality
Communist Target—Youth
One Nation's Response to Communism
The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals

*

NOTE: No information identifiable withfl |was located in
Buttles. The National Council of Churches of Christ has not been
investigated by the Bureau. We have, however, kept abreast of the
efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate it through our over-all
investigation of the Communist Party. R does not appear that the
policies of this organization are being dictated by the Communist
Party. (100-50869) as of 3-7-61.

*. •<

*#

*«•*

I-
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arch 21, 1961

Mr..

Vrjl

Mr.._..

Mr. C.

2$
M/fir!
Mr. UaJ
Mr. B*
Mr. T«»
Mr. Ttv,
Mr. W/.C

TcfeBoc

ST'
1"**

«l* Cm
~V&B9*.

Br* J. Edgar Roover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Hoorari

This being my first word of oorrsspoodsBes to you, permit as first of all to
express ay admiration for you and /our splendid work as Director of the FBI.
Z have frequently quoted press releases of youri In connection with sermon* on
juvenile delinquency and related natters and hare been grateful for your sap-
port of the Sunday School and ©*• Christian teachings and Ideals In general.

,' *
'

Z an writing at this time to say that at the next meeting of the Presbytery of
Los Angeles, in early Hay, a time Is to be docketed for a discussion of
Presbyterian Church and Communism," when at least the Bouse Committee on _
Anerioan Activities and their film, Operation Abolition- , will come under
fire from certain ministerial quarters.

Personally, X an strongly In favor of the BCUA, and I have shown the film,
"Operation Abolition* in my church en a Sunday night last month, as a part
of a brief series Intended to inform and arouse our people about the com-
munist threat to our Church and Ration. Z want to be able to defend the
BCUA and the film with all the unimpeachable evidence X can obtain, and
therefore, sir, I am writing you to ask for the following Information, If
you can supply its

1. Tour Judgment regarding the Importance and value of the BCUA in
our battle against communism In America.

(

C

C

i

*£
2. Tour judgment regarding the accuracy and Integrity of the film,

"Operation Abolition." (I believe Z have read your statement to
the effect that the SP "student riots" were eomv&nlst-lnsplred
and -directed.) Is it your considered judgment that the film
gives a true account of what took place and was not, as charged,
"distoredd", "slanted", or othsswiss doctored up to deceive the

3. Ban the PBZ released In printed form any smusilsymnich you eon
•end me, regarding communist Infiltration of churches -in^i

Or thfcfeatlonal Council of Churches? (1 saCfcandorfng why the
of Directors r, ^.v^ «r^..vW roootttly, .would caution
the churches against shoeing the film, "OpoYtTTon Abolition," without
explanatory comments, evidently designed to take the edge off the
Impact of the film.)

Thank yon for y< reply to my letter, which 1 shall deeply appreciate.

Terr truly yours

J

a



-.,._ y

IV
"1 \y

I Si

:^m21:
:&

March 28, 1001

&~C-111, tCo $-ort>?^7d

Your letter of March 19, 1961, with enclosure,

has been received.

I do appreciate your furnishing me with a copy
of your letter to Congressman Walter, and in view of your
Interest, I am enclosing several items with respect to the

menace of communism which may be of assistance to you.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (5)

Director'6 10-18-60 speech
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion

iff* i* 3-l-6o LEB Intro & 17th NatU Convention
9

Cttrfcfrianity Today Series
One Natidfts Response to Communism

VfAlidttr Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent.^The National Council

a'Chiircbes for a number of years allegations have been made by a number
of people including some clergymen to the effect that the Nation&ouncll

of Churches has been 'infiltrated by communists. Bureau has never
conducted an^nvestigation but we have kept abrei£bfthe efforts of the-

• u c. Note continued next page
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Note continued.

Communist Party, USA, to infiltrate this organization through our over-all

Investigation of the Communist Party, USA. It does not appear that the
pftmmnniRt Party is dictating the policies of the National Council of Churches
todaj

4*'-
-2-
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March 19, 1961

/Hon. Francis E. Walter

House Office Building
Washington, D. C.

tear Sir:

Please accept «y sincere appreciation for your continued •[[***

to keep our Nation free or »eeking out those that would destroy

us. • '

I have been upset by the .any attacks on the reports to the

people, prisiarily the fil», on -Operation Abolition". Of

^se atScE thj ones by the National Council of Churches

and the Christian Century strike close to how. My oen church

supports the National7Council and several of our local .misters

are influenced by the Christian Century.

Can you enlighten .a on reasons that these strong Christian

,rou£ take a atand that appears to be alaost fro-co-unist,

whe??hey Ight appraise the facta, particularly the Hoover

Report onS -tter, and take a stand to help profct our

youth?

I know that that is a loaded question.

ii« the truth In the aatter.

I am interested In

Respectfully,

1 » •

^1

IC - JO?
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March 19, 1961

tor. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. / • ••

Dear Sir:

I am attaching a copy of a letter that I an sending to
Congressman Francis E. Walter.

/

I feel strongly that all God-fearing men must rise up to
meet the Communist threat. If an organization as big and
as strong as thPKntin™!! Cn,™*} of c>m™h»« does not
take a clear Anti-Communist stand, the task will certainly
be more difficult.

Can you give me or lead me to Information that will help m
to understand this particular Issue.

Respectfully,

a-
J

*

mm ^/C~m Mo - soH £r^

L
MAR 80 1»61
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Date: 3/22/61

Transmit the following In PIAIN TEXT

Via ABMEL

(Tjft U plate test or cod*)

REGISTERS MAIL
(Priority or Method ofMaUiag)

71

4*

;
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>x?'

TO:

PROM:

DIRECTOR, PBI

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (100-HBW)

COMMUNIST PARTY INFILTRATION
OF'NATIONAL COUNCIL OP CHURCHES
POTTSTOWN, PA.
IS - c

«tyss

\

On 3/21/61,1 lb Pott stown.

Pa., advised that on Monday evening, 3/20/61, Reyernp rl JOHN
IRNIS*- Pastor of the Central Evangelical Lutheran Church,

.Joehijcvllle, Pa., spoke on "The Communist Threat" at a
meeting of the United Lutheran Churchmen at St. John*s
Lutheran Church, 75 Bast Main Street, South Pottatown,
Chester County, Pa*

DZIRNIS, a Latvian, claimed he spent a year under^ J

Communist domination during World War II in Latvia and
f f

J
became acquainted with the Communist policies and their W-'
plans. He reportedly praised the film, "Operation Abolition1**

sponsored by the Un-American Activities Committee and said

the 69 clergymen who were among the 629 persons who recently

signed a petition in the Washington Post calling for the

•nd of the Un-American Activities Committee were fools and

he was "ashamed" to oall them clergymen. He added that

the Rational Council of Churohes is infiltrated with

<s^3.> Bureau (HM)
2 - Philadelphia (lOO-H^g*,g
JRWCtlao 2ECr

Approved: Seat Per

Special Agent in Chora*
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Transmit tte following is
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(Typ% im ploim test or cods)

(Priority or Method ofMoUimg)

4'*

mi

PH 100-new HWC : Jag

Conmiunist spies and the Presbyterian ministers from Phila-
delphia who recently circulated a petition for the release
of JACK SOBEL, an atomic spy, (this reference is apparently
to MORTON SOBEU,) are "fool left-wingers" and putty in the
hands of the Communists. He made a remark that a Communist
puppet government has already been formed in Pottstown and
is Just waiting to take over.

He said the Communits are using the same scheme
In Cuba and other countries as they used In Latvia in the
early 1940s; that is, they first move Into the country as
a friend in time of need, then take over complete control
of the country*

\ 1stated that because of the nature of
the Reverend '1 Remarks and the fact that he charged that
other ministers in the area are being duped and were allowing
Communists to enter the National Council of Churches, many
local ministers are reacting adversely to his remarks and
are going to possiblvregugat that he be more specific in
his statements, fl Pal so added that the "Pottstown
Mercury, a locaWlfffpaper? thrives on this type of news
and will undoubtedly highly publicize the controversy.

On 3/21/61,1 I "Pottstown
Mercury™ telephonlcaliy contacted this office and advised
that Reverend DZIRNIS In his remarks stated "The Caemunlsts
have established a puppet government in Pottstown and the
Puppet government is ready to take over Pottstown when given
the word" and also "the National Council of Churches is in-
filtsated with Communists and Communist spies."

A m stated he was calling to determine whether
ie rsx had Information to refute the remarks ofop not th

Reverend DZIRNIS.

- 2 -

Apptovod:

Special Aa*nt la Cbara*
Brat P*r
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Transmit tht following In

Via

(Typo U plaim Umt or eodm)

(Priority or Method ofMoUiog)
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IB 100-new

ASAC MtfRDO J. SMITH advisedII that the files of
the FBI were confidential and avallabieonly for official
use, and further that the FBI is strictly a fact-finding
agency which does not draw conclusions or make evaluation
as to the character or integrity of any organization or
individual. He was further told that from the above he
should not infer that the FBI does or does not have infor-
mation to refute the statements of Reverend DZIRNIS.

•

No active investigation is being conducted in
this matter but it will be followed and further pertinent
information will be furnished.

/

-3 -

Approved:

Special Aaeat 1b Charge
Best .11 Per
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March 24, 1061

Tour letter of March 16, 1061, has been
ceived, and your interest in 'writing is appreciated.

~

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI,
as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government,
does not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the
character or integrity of any individual, organization or publi-
cation. I hope you will not infer either that our files do or do
not contain data regarding the subjects of your inquiry.

s£ I am enclosing material available for general
distribution on the subject of communism, together with a list

r of organizations which have been cited by the Attorney General
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. There is no charge for any
material we are privileged to distribute.

\fl

MAILED
¥~~

r.*w«-ptt

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Howe •
Enclosures (5)
AG List of Subversive Organizations
,Cbnimunist Party, USA .

%,,

Where do we stand today with communism 'in the VJB?
Bow to Fight Communism _
17th National Convention 6 Intro.

r
3-60 LEB
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Correspondent wrote to the Director in 1960 regardingcommunism and
her letter was cordially acknowledged on 12-21-60. 1 lPer prior
correspondence.

The Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the National Council

of Churches of Christ (NCCC) but we have kept abreast of the efforts

of the Communist Party, OJSA (CPUSA) to infiltrate this organization.

It does not appear that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC
today.
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March 16, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
c/o FBI.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Please send me the information you may have
on the John Birch Society. Is this a "Communist Front**
organization? If so, I want to know. There has been some
Degatory remarks made about this society. U you have made a
report on this please send it to me at once.

If you have a list of the "Communist Front**
Organizations, please send me this list and also any information
you can of the Communist Infiltration of thPNational Council
of Churches.

Sincerely.

P. S.

Mr. Hoover, if there is any charge for these reports, please let
me know, as I have no idea of the cost of the printing. ap
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**** March 23, 1961 .

r STfH^f .. £ '}&

ur letter of Marc! 1061, and I can well
[you are seriously

I have received
understand that as a
concerned with the matter wnic

The film "Operation Abolition,** is sponsored and distributed 2 JJ,

by the House Committee on Un-American Activities, and this Bureau had no- T <*»

connection with its preparation. As you are undoubtedly aware, as a matter g ^j
of policy, I am unable to make any comment concerning it. Tou may wish^S s «.

direct your inquiry in this regard to the Committee which is located in Room 525,*
Old House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. g *

The FBI has prepared a detailed account of the highly organised ~~

tactics employed by the Communist Party, USA in the California demonstrations.

I am enclosing a copy in order that you may have full background in this matter.

An analysis of this report will show that its purpose was not to defend the activities

of the House Committee nor does it cast doubt on the motivation or loyalty of

American youth. It is intended rather as urgent encouragement to young people to

learn the true nature of this malevolent threat and armed with that understanding,

to resist being duped into unlawful or unthinking action.

1 I have made no statements with regard to the remaining matters of

four inquiry, and I am, therefore, unable to famish you with any material in this
(**s regard. I know you will understand my position in this matter.

Thank you for your ihooghtful good wishes, and I trust that

s and I will continue to merit your confidence^ 12 y| &\ ~
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NQXfii^^^^^^^^^^^^^J^JJJuS Council of Churches of

pg-ISnoWcTh^lIudes for Tnumber of years has ^°^£** *
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Karch 16, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
U* S* Department of Justice
Washington 25* D* C*

Dear Mr* Hoover:

tiTy

1
* «;i- -

**;'

IS

3:*
/3

a| B I *° often consulted with
respec^Tomatters involving the threat of Comnunism to our nation
and the world* I make no pretense of being an expert on the sub-
ject, but I did, of course, have some exposure to it while I was
in the Bureau, and I ^ave a continuing interest in it*

•

As you well know, there is currently a lot of interest locally as
well as nationally regarding (1) the alleged Communistic infiltra-
tion of thWKational Council of Churches and (2) the film "Operation
Abolition." The possibility of such infiltration into church organi-
sations and into our educational institutions is well recognised*
Some of the controversial figures of the National Council of Churches^_
are connected with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, /^r
wy church* The National Council of Churches has asked certain quesa^^
tions of Congress concerning the "Abolition" film. This leaves the*—

^

average citizen, which includes me, bewildered about these matters.
We share complete confidence in the Bureau and thus, perhaps, we
need not have any grave concern over these matters*

Tou have been quoted, and perhaps misquoted, many times by those
who have taken it upon thmaselves to try to convince others as to
their own conclusions based upon what they have read about these
matters* People who fall into this category are prone to accept
as "factual" anything they read which tends to be sensational or
which agrees with a conclusion they have already reached* This *

type of people are perhaps well-intentioned but usually have mo
real facts upon which to base their thinking*

• ««» 84 1961
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Hr, J. Edgar Hoover
Kerch 16, 1961
P. 2

o

If you have made any public statements with regard to (1) the Ti

Mational Council of Churches, (2) the film "Operation Abolition,,or (3) the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Iwould like to be furnished a copy of youTremarks. r«ouU^Stexpect you to make any statements in reply to this letter whichyou have not already made publicly.
^^

With continued best wishes for your personal health, welfare andhappiness, I am . *

-*l

r i

"I

Tours vary truly,
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March 23, 1061

*SLMI Your letter postmarked March 14, 1961, has
been received, and the Interest which prompted you to write

Is appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the

character or integrity of any organization, publication or
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that

you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that

we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your

inquiry.

s~ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the

gineral subject of communism which may be of interest

f
"Us

l/
Sincerely yours

X Edgar Hoover
••£
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^Enclosures
What You Can Do To Fight.Communism
Director's Speech 10-18-60 _
Bow To Beat Communism "/•

One Nation's Response to Communism
Red Coals and Christian Ideals
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ie Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the National

^Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC), but we have kept abreast
of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA) to infUtrate

this organization. It does not appear that the CPUSA is dictating

the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50860) \

\
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United States Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington 25, D. C*

Dear Sirs?

I am writing in regards to any information you might hare on Coammist

organisations , fronts, aagaslnes, etc*

^1 ^ Teas, my home town, there has been quiet a disturbance

between the John Birtch Society and the churches that belong to theHfetianal

council of Churchep of Christ* Could you give me any information on these

two organisations*. Ify church affiliation is with the Lutheran Church,

^ which is not affiliated with the M. C. C. Is it true that you or the

Bouse Un-American Activies Committee have files on some of the memebers of the

N* C. C. listed as affiliated with Communists organisations? If so, could

you give me the list*

I would appreciate any Information about the Communists tactics and what

to do and watch out for to help America In this war against Coaranism*

Sincerely, V^ _ ,

1
i'/
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March 34, 1961

r*

i

I have received your letter of March 16, 1061.
end I appreciate your cordial remarks about my book. "Masters
of Deceit" ' '

mm9mrm

While I do wish It were possible to be of assistance
to you In connection with your Inquiries, the Jurisdiction and
responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or
comments concerning the character or integrity of any Individual
publication or organization. I regret that I am unable to help you and
hope that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that
we do not have data In our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

I can readily understand your deep concern over the grave
menace posed by communism, and it is most encouraging to learn of
your desire to be of assistance. It is my firm belief that a broad knowledge
of the objectives and operations of the communist conspiracy Is essential
If Americans are to effectively resist its Influence. I have always felt
that private citizens, acting through their civic, labor, religious, educational
and similar organizations constitute one of our most effective weapons
against communism* "

/) Qy
I* view of your concern, I am forwarding, under separate

rCjfcV cover, several items on the subject of communism which you may like to1 items 1

*m <'-*••
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ELS£^ OSC Matertel (LUTED ON NEXT PAGE) \J £?
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USC Material

I Ti*
1 You Can Do To Fight CommunlBm jLEB Intro, March I960, 17th National Convention, CP USADirector's Speech 10-18-60

«••*««. *>r uha
Communist Target—Youth
Expose of Soviet Espionage

MOTE: Buttles contain no record of the correspondent Foranamh-rof years allegations have been made by a number cTpeo»ie i£E£?„^some clergymen, to the effect that meNattonaloSL^rf"i^SSSL
of Christ (NCCQ has been infiltratS ofco™^^iSSSSSLnever conducted an investigation of the NCC<Tm such WES?Zll "
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Part?, USA (CPiffiSS te^^

£^£? C0BUB™1* **<>* to infiltrate mass-type o^an^ttons!
H^ELS*^peap

ff
rom theinformaticm we have de^elopeStScPljjgjctagngthepoUcles of the NCCC today. (100-50869)
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Mr. J. Bdgar Hoover
Director, P.B.I.

Washington B.C.

Mr. Twd
Mr* "n**j>>

Mr. W.C8riUfm
Tdc
Mr.

MinGma^r.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I have been asked to give a talk to a
lowal Women's Club on April 14-, concerning
-Communist Infiltration in The Churches", and
the dangers of communism in general in the
United States. I wrote to Congressman Page
Belcher of Oklahoma iifWashihgton and he sent ^the Congressional recArd on the hearings of the!
BCUA concerning theSfotional Council of ChurehJ
vis-vis the Air Force Manual controversy.

In that connection, the| | unit of
Pro-America, of which I am flB| |in conjunt
tion with The American Legion, last week held a
showing here in|||^ the film "Operation HAbolition". Since then, I received a very "
critical letter from a local minister, denounc-
ing the film, asserting it to be "doctored,mis-
leading" and doing more harm than good to combat
communism.

I have read and studied quite a bit on
communism in the U.S., including your book f-Jj
"Masters of Deceit", which I found very enlight/ /p
ening and informative. I'm wholly in accord with
the work of the HCUA^whicb this minister and

^ 25 MAR«Oa 1£M .
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others here deride and criticize. I'm trying to
keep myself well-informed, and I can't see how I
could be so "naive", as the minister called me
and the Pro-America unit, Just because we happen
to believe in the work of the P.B.I, and the HCUA.

Iwish to do my patriotic duty as a
citizen to combat communism in my small way, but
I want to be sure I am going about it in the
right way. And I certainly do not wish to inflict
my beliefs mn anyone, without first being sure
of the facts.

Could you please give me the facts as
to the validity of the^accusations against the
National Council of Churches made in the Air
Force- Manual? In the Congressional Becord the
Honorable Donald L. Jackson states they have
not been disproved,/ and gives the clear indica-
tion that they are true. Do you think I have any
reason to doubt Congressmen Jackson, P.E. Walter,
G.H. Scherer and the other gentlemen in the
HCUA? Also, I'm most anxious to know if I can
rely on the publications printed by The Circuit
Bidmrs and The Christian Crusade? Are they truly
fighting communism in a legal and orthodox manner?
Are they presenting facts? In other words do you
approve of these publications?

Please excuse this letter for being so
lengmthy, and I trust you can find the time to
give ^ me some straightforward answers to my
inquiries.

Thanking you very much, I am,

Sincerely,
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Tour letter of March 8, 1961, has been
received, and your interest in writing Is appreciated.

£ In response to your inquiry, may I advise
that I have not issued such a statement. I have pointed
out repeatedly and in general terms that all America
should guard against communist infiltration in many fields
Including that of religion. Joining with various groups
and then either twisting them to their own purposes or
sJLV rendering them impotent through discord are basic
maneuvers of the Communist Party.

Enclosed is related material which you
may like to read.

Sincerely yours,

.. U. Edgar Hoover

OD§
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Enclosures (14)
Listed next page
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Enclosures (14)
12-22-60 Press Release
What You Can Do To Fight Communism
Director's Speech of 10-18-60
Director's Statement before HCUA 3-26-47
17th National Convention of CP, USA and LEB Introduction of 3-60
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion
The Communists Are After Our Minds
How To Fight Communism
Communist Party, USA~r
Struggle on a New Plane
God and Country or Communism
Expose of Soviet Espionage
Communist Target—Youth
One Nation's Response to Communism

~&
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March 8,

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover l

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. vajgw

«« •» eritlci- of th. wtloiu eaancll L"b£. Jrtic?;.. '
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Sincere!
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. ^ . J00* letter P * **^ March 6, 1961, has been ^received, and the interest which prompted you to write Is V
appreciated*

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI
to an investigative agency of the Federal Government and. assuch, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the
character or integrity of any organization, publication or

SffTiSFV. *!**? that ' *" unabIe to telp y™ «* ttope **you will not infer in this connection either that we do or thatwedonot have data in our files relating to the subject of your

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the
general subject of communism which may be of interest

Enclosures (6)
,

Sincerely yours,

& BJgar Ho««>C

.John fetfcar Hoover
v* v

Director
fl**

\jj—
17th National Convention, CPUSA ft 3-60 LEB
Communist Partv, USA « ' T - IT ' r

i TT
Director's Speech of 10-18-60
The Communists Are After Our Minds
Expose of Soviet Espionage . ,

dSlf^^Sol Response to Communism /V ^

Introduction

NOTE next page
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Letter to

10

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Apparently
fia the writer of attached letter, and he merely used
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Dear Mr Hoover:

"
far**** 1 fc»»fi'< f OtChtrtC-lt'S

0% _Ch *? «'s T~ ' * fittest « o <L>

I have been hearing and some about what Is going
on in our National Councial of Churchs. Most of the churchs here
give to this Councial but I can't seem to make any one listen. I

would like to have your personal letter as to whether you would
recommend me (I can't answer for any one else) giving any money
to an organization belonging to this Councils.

Thank you fo? any information you can give.

Tour Brother in Christ
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With reference to your letter of March 10,
1961, please be advised that by order of the United
States Department of Justice the IBX cannot sake
available any infomatlon contained la its files
to other than agencies within the Executive Branch
of the United States Government.

You should sot, however. Infer that we do
or do not have information concerning the subjectattor of your Inquiry.

1 Il
f *

Tory trul]

^l^Xaddressee
SpdJ&- Bureau

J. r. ffiurroiAKA
Special agent in Charge

(Sri-eR«oW* /MZ*0jJ2=3
r
)l

JFS:KH
C3>

in

^ letter.- made
; reference to tae-yational Council

ics and he advised that his locaTchurcE TunToentifled)
Taapa is engaged in a study of^chargtos which have been made

that the aforesaid groupt^sl&nailtrated with Communist
activity and ctttqUinistioJ^Ddividuals. Be wanted to know
..whether the FBI bad* made an independent .study of this group *^
/and if so, he wanted whatever reports or materials we Might s
/ 'have in ^erence £8 it?M€&-- ^ "*"
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March 10, 1061

Deai

Tour letter was received on March 6, 1061, and
jour Interest in writing is appreciated.

While I would like to be of assistance, this

Bureau, as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government, does not furnish evaluations or comments relative

to the character or integrity of any individual, publication or
organization. I hope you will not infer in this connection either .

that our files do or do not contain data regarding the subjects
of your inquiry.

The FBI does not issue a list such as you men-
tioned. You can secure a list of organizations which have been
cited by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450
by writing to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal
Security Division, U. 8. Department of Justice, Washington 25,
D. C. You may also be interested in a booklet entitled "Guide to
Subversive Organizations and Publications. " Although this publi-

cation is currently out of print, you may be able to obtain a copy
from your local library. ^ i/f~

Mr. Tolson
Mr. P^rwns.
Mr. Mofcr
Mr. IHmant.
Mr. Cr? -Ian.
Mr. Corrad .

I I Mr. IS; ; h
Mr. Fr-ir?<

Mr. >:•.* ...

"""

Mr. R** n
Mr. Tmvl ._
Mr. T :!-r

Mr. Y\ \«-t:l|.;t

Trie. \\>u*w\ __
{Mr. J t ..i .

I.Mits C;:idy

MAILED »];

AR 1 i 19S1

OOMM^Bl

Sincerely jaars,

_ V '0 John Edgar Hoover
Director

£ frm/

S#>

~_ [NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.The World Council off

Slurches is allegedly composed of most of the Christian churches througho
e world except the Roman Catholic Church and certain small sects. Bufi]

"
|
contain no identifiable information of a derogatory nature concerning this

— [organization. Many inquiries have been received regarding communist

-!sAw:Jto tfs> Y 50MAR 2
(J
W

r
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$OTE(cont.)

Infiltration of this organization and In view of the controversial nature

*ofit, it is believed the above answer should be sent. Replies of this

nature have been utilized in the past.

For a number of years allegations have been made by

a number of people to the effect that the National Council of Churches

of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although the

Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have

kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this

organization. It does not appear from the information we have

developed that the Communist Party is dictating the policies on the

NCCC today, f

?
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March 8, 1961

'r- ^?

Your tetter postmarked February 27, 1061, with
enclosure, has been received, and the Interest which prompted
you to write is appreciated.

Although I wpuld like to be of service, the FBI
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the
character or integrity of any organization, publication or .

Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that

you will not Infer in this 'connection either that we do or that

we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your
Inquiry.

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the

general subject of communism which may be of Interest.

P
AILED a

;
- S196!1

%>

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

T-M> * Enclosures (6) % y\
17th National Convention, CPUSA ft 3-60 LEB btroofcction
Communist Party, USA „ <
One Nation's Response to Communism
Director's Speech of 10-18-60
The Communists Are After Our Minds

* Eapose of Soviet Espionage r ^

STis^z: see NOTE next pagst,'- *'\,
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Letter

I
|
NOTE: Bufiles contain no records Identifiable with correspondent

|
For a number of years allegations have been made by a number of people
to the effect that the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) tea
been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never conducted
an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the
Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. It does not appear from
the information we have developed that the Communist Party is dlctathK
the policies on the NCCC today. (100-50869)
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Mr J. Edgar Hoover
Dept of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington D. C.

Dear Sir,

On Feb 24, 1961 our local paper: "The Lafayette
Journal and Courier" carried an Associated Press story to the
effect that thettational Council of Churches was circulating an
advisory to churches across the country not to show the film*
"Operation Abolition" QL Chn& tr

I am in a local anti-communist study group which
has shown this film. I believe that the communist international
conspiracy will do everything it can to discredit it.

To me the truth and validity of this film are obvious.

So as to counter the National Council of Churche*s
advisory I would like to know whether this organization has ever
been listed as a subversive organization. Do you have any public
information which could help us?

Very truly yours

/•/

1 y
x
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Council Hits Him *

SYRACUSE, N. t. (AP>-tW
entant auu orthodox leaden ft*
day prepared an advisory te

churches across the country not
to show the widely circulated

film. -Operation Abolition,"* with-

out presenting supplementary
facts about It

The step was authorized by the

National Council of Omrttiee,
!which voiced misgivings about
the fairness of the fill

. It deals with student -
(tioos m protest again*

|
hearings

of the House oommii
American activities in tan Fran-
cisco last spring, and depicts the

X-15 TO TRY
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March I?,1961*

I have received your letter of March 1,
1961, and appreciate your kind comments concerning the
work of the FBL /»̂Although I would like to be able to assist you.
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government and does not furnish comments or evaluations
regarding the character or integrity of any individual, r?MIration
or organization. From this I hope you will not infer that either
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the subjects
of your letter.

„

In view of your Interest in the subject at
communism I am enclosing several items which express my
views on this topic. Your interest in my book, "Masters of
Deceit, " is gratifying, and although I have ho objection to your
reproduction of it, I would suggest that you communicate with
the publishers. Holt, Riaehart and Winston, Inc. , 363 Madison
Avenue, New York 17, Mew York, for »*«»«,«Ml t authority.

MAJUU25 ~

MA.'- 3 J19G1

COMM-FBI

u.f*W.ti

Sincerely yours, if
<*

* S? v^T—w>«o«ures

j Mr. *»»! pbat You. Can Do Tq fight Communism
|
Mr. T..H;~r fme Nation's Response to Communism

I fi£
TL'^aha

f.posMBWBls* Target-Youth
| Mr. ;IW~ peries from "Christianity Today

tf
D

(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE)
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tf allegations by a number of people to the effect that It has been
Infiltrated by communists. Although we have never conducted an
Investigation of this organisation we have kept abreast of the efforts
of the Communist Party to infiltrate it It does not appear from the
Information we have developed that the CP. USA dictates the oollclen

•**. :
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March 1, 1961

«

Mr J. Edgar Hoover
Director, F. B.I.

Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr Hoover

I have in hand your book Masters of Deceit. From
the condensed copy, I am having printed copies to distribute around
Amhrillo.

National C
I am anxious to know anything you can give me about the

Council of Churches. Also any information you may have on
CarirMcIhtire and Dr." Edwin Tr-Qalhberg.

I.

Is it possible for you to tell me why nothing has been
done about Harry Bridges since the incident, in San Francisco. Why
our government allows these things to continue is beyond comprehension.

Thank you and your office for the fine job you have done.

Yours truly,

ft/
/{v*/oVl

w&&
• MR 14 1961
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1M
•X.
Tab.

/V)'*

Tour letter of March 2, 1961, has been received,
and the Interest which prompted yon to write la appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI Is
an Investigative agency ofthe Federal Government and, as such,
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character
or Integrity of any organisation, publication or individual. I regret
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not Infer in this
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files

relating to the subject of your inquiry.

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general
subject of communism which may be of interest to you.

MAILED 31

An - 9 1961

COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar
Director

Tail "
• V

Enclosures <J)f$jjj iV .

God and Country or Communism?
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion

WhatYou Can Do TO Fight Communism
One Nation's Response to Communism
Expose of Soviet Espionage

\ Communist Target—Youth
rjThe Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals

.••NOTE: (See next page)

cmtOTELETYPE!
p^W
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J Reverent

NOTE: No record was located in Buflies identifiable with correspondent.

For a number of years allegations have been made by a number of people
including some clergymen to the effect that tt*«ftgn«Anfti r*Minf»fl gf fr»
rpyTrh*R nf (7M«* has been infiltrated by communists. Although we
have never conducted an Investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have
kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA, to Infiltrate

this organization through our over-all investigation of the Communist
Party, USA, and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type orpmizatlons.

It does not appear from the information we have developed mat the

Communist Party, USA, is dictating the policies of the NCCC today.
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l£r# J. Edgar Hoover
Washington, D#0#

dear Vr. Hoovers

I an the sinister of a congregation of Christian* that is oonoerned
about conaunism in every place and way. Ye desire to be reasonable
and as certain as possible about 'this tfcrefct.

Weuld yoii please advise me ofLyour indorsation concerning the
corsvnist infiltration into tha^fttisrmi g^mMi o^ OKm*^* jj^o
far as possible and permissible*

Thank you very kindly.

y Sinoerely,

^

10 BAR 10 **>

«** V̂**
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«{&.iy^> 0- ffOgL f- -»tL flmh 6, 1961

X have received your letter dated
February 24 # 1961, and the interest which pronpted
year comunicating with ae it appreciated.

While I weald like to be of assistance,
the jurisdiction ant responsibilities of the FBI,
strictly an investigative, agency of the Federal
Government, do not extend to famishing evaluations
or contents concerning the character or integrity
of any individual, organization or publication.
I an sure you will understand the necessity for
this policy and will not infer that we do or do
not have in our files the information you desire*

In view of your interest in the internal *

aecurity of the United States, I am forwarding sons
literature which way he helpful to you.

Sincerely yours, *- *& \
as **

John Edgar Hoover^ cm r©
Director - M

MAILED 81

MAR- 61961

COMM-TB1

f
-ft

:n

Enclosures - 5

JFF:blWA',vX3) era, wotw.m XEHiOir PAGE wo
Tl * J L " K"l —

Tata.
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I Buflles contain no identifiable references to */•

cprrespendent. Correspondent advises she would like sons i-

Ihforaation about the canonist infiltration into the churches,
particularly the rational Council of the Churches of Christ
UTCCC). She also requests information about Dr. B. Stanley
Jones, Dr. Barry F. Ward and Dr. Edwin Theodore Dahlberg.
In addition, correspondent would like to know how to fight
the "spread of coauunlssu"

The ICCC has not been investigated by the Bureau*
We have kept abreast of the efforts of the CP to infiltrate
it through our over-all investigations of the CFUSA. It
does not appear that the polcies of this organization arc
being dictated by the CP. (100-50869)

It is believed that the material being forwarded to
correspondent will answer her question as to how to fight
eonnunisn. The following items of literature were sent to the
correspondent: (1) •Canonist Target - Youth." f2) that You C
Bo To Fight Conranini and Preserve America," C3> T>ne Bati~
losponse to Communism," €4) "Breaking the Communist Spall

»

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion." :

(S)

- 2 -



i

&•>

'•;'

Pederel Bu
Washington,

A of Xnvestiestion
i, D. C. .

air 84, 10*1

[Dear Sirst

I an Interested in cettln* iom information on the

infiltration in our churcbes-especiellr tho_lationsl Council of
^Churches. of Christ, Do you here anT^nforation on or concerning

**• *
.

stm???f0?Sn9*» *• H
?
rrT_FI

C.f*J^ of **_. Sdwin Theodore

er«.t I would so^reciate any information you could sire »e
on these men or anv others. I would siso like to have any

information t~u hsve on bow we can fisht this snresd of

oomnini sb» •

Thpnk Tou e

»!

.()

It!-
: «f^

£*
<%l

•

*̂»**

h
*

*
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Narck C, 1M1
I?

I have received year letter postwarked
February 27. 1961, and the Interest which pronpted
your conaunieating with we is appreciated.

, , ., *»*le I ••oTd like to be of assistance, the
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI. strictly
an investigative agency of the Federal Government, do
not extend to furnishing evaluations or consents con-
cerning the character or integrity of any individual,
organization or publication. 1 aw sure you will
understand the necessity for this policy and will not
infer that we do or do not have in our files the infor-
mation you desire*

In view of your interest in the internal <o
security of the United States and in accordance #ith£
your request, 1 aw enclosing sone literatim which I"
trust will be helpful to you. £ » £

Sincerely yourw,cr> co

a** O*

?*" e 3 afcWoliures - 4

.t? - fc9T
•) ^JFF:wea

or
I$

John Edgar Hoo&r
Director

Htc.ofirK'
v
i«.

<
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L
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Wiles contain no identifiable references
to correspondent. Correspondent advises she fears forthe freedpa of religion because of the -Council of
Churches' Drive on One World Religion.- She considers theChurches of Christ* to be -Coanunist inspired. "Sherequests advice as to how to stop the "Churches ofChrist- fro. taking her -religious fleedoaVawayS froaher and breaking down our -democratic systea." Sherequested Material -either proving or disprorfnTher'
personal thoughts." ^ «-»prwwng nerc

gtar„ .
C^The National Council of the Churches of Christ(NCCC) has not oeeu luvgnigaii'd by the immu. ni -

5?S?
kcp

I JSP * of the^efforts of the Ceaaunist Party
J$

P
ihI°rl

n
i

f
4I

tra
?S 1} ^irouSh *"* over-all investigationsof the CP.USA. It does not appear that the policies ofthis organisation are being dictated by the CP (100-50869).

+*—-a-a P* followlnf *teai *f* literature are beingforwarded to correspondent:correspon

1. -The Coaaunist Menace:
Christian Ideals

-

Red Goals and

2. "Cod and Country or Coanunisa?"

3. " Coanunisa; The Bitter &teny of Religion"

4. "One Nation's Response to Coanunisa."

-2 -
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March*, 1M

Your letter was received on February 23, 1961. I

understand your deep concern over the grave threat presented by

communism, and I appreciate the interest which prompted yon to

write to me.

o

11;
r

u>

k £•

I -.

r _ •

With respect to tbcmatter_yoo djscnssed in your

communication, j | was employed by the

FBI in the early lBwrsTxouunaerstanaTof coarse, Iam in bo 5
position to comment on her activities subsequent to her resignation

from this Bureau.

Regarding the question of communism, Ihaveattays __

firmly believed that a broad knowledge of this conspiracy's objectives

I

and operations Is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its.-, ^
influence. When fully cognizant of communism's true nature, *we can-

all share in the opportunity to combat It with the weapon it fears' most-
truth. Education is of strategic importance in this struggle, for a |s4fc

of understanding Is dangerous In that It Is often responsible for the 5^
reprehenslve and Indiscriminate labeling as communists thossjpho

merely di««i»"t or advocate unpopular or unorthodox views. I am en-

closing some material on the general subject which you may find of

Interest. Some of these Items contain suggestions as to ways opposing

this evil menace, and additional copies of any of this literature are

ile In reasonable quantities upon request and at no cost.

fi
ft>

Iid unable to help you concerning the organization

.ut which yon Inquired. The Jurisdiction of the FBI, as an Investigative

agency of the Federal Government^ d£e not extend to furnishing

and fcri&oaures next page.

-^v* [7?j -v«r b\»0K I**-!
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•valuations or comments relative to the character or integrity of nay
Individual, organization or publication. I regret I cannot assist job
In this connection, and I hope yon will not infer either that we do or
do not have data in oar files regarding the group yon mentioned.

Sincerely yours,

5W*

If

* Edgar How
John Edgar Hoover'

Director

Enclosures (7)

One Nation's Response to Communism
Director's AmericanLegion Speech

i
,

What You Can Do to Fight Communism
17th Annual CP Convention
Christianity Today Series
Communist Target—Youth
Expose of Soviet Espionage

NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Buflies.
|

wasemployedbvtheBureau as a clerk from 10-26-42 to 8-31-44 under the nai

offl I Buflies reflect no derogatory information regarding
herTHWHWlCTeclnny contacted the Bureau expressing an interest in com-
munism and has been sent material regarding communism. For a number of

—.years allegations have been made by a number of people to the effect that the
^National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by commun

Although the Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we hav
kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this organisntk
ft does not appear from the information we have developed that the Communist
Party is dictating the policies en the NCCC today.

-2-

\



< •
"*<•

m

&*
X

i i

*5r. J. JS9 rear Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation -i

;

B. J. B>purtaent of Justice Bldg.
Jifeshlngtnn, D. C.

Sear Kr. Hoover:

Jtest nl :rht I s&t In a meetirg which disturbed me fery much. X am a
former school teacher, I have a daughter 12 and a son 9, and I am in
the youth work at out church. I am a**are of the terrible danger of
communism, anfi I know that the oomaunlsts will leave no stone unturned
In their effort to infiltrate and eventually control this country.
Consequently, I would like to do whatever ny part is In defeating their
efforts*

I

But, I ask myself, wha^isto^^^a^nee^^s part? last night the group
I was in was told by ai I (who says she was at one
tlEe employed by the FB^^^B^^newafronai Council of Churches had 100
leaders In It who are affHated with Communist fronts. (I asked how
many leaders were In the KCC and what ratio of undeslreables this made,
but she could not answer). 'She said that she had talked with her pastor
(who even had bo~ks by Relnhold mebuhr on his bookshelf) and had gotten
nowhere. (The f»oritvlan church Is a member of the KCC and uses the
Presbyterian curriculum In Sunday School).. She had a photostatic copy of
an ad signed by some of these "100" against the HCoA and other such
materials.

Frankly, I became concerned during the meeting because of the implication
She implication was there that the rise In juvenile delinquency might be
connected with the churches belonging to the FCC and that our children
were being led into communistic Aomlnlatlon because of our Contributions
to this organization. (I asked if she could recommend any curriculum
to give ojr Christian Education Committee a more positive approach, but
she could not. .She has two children but is not in church youth work.)
The implication was also there that her pastor and any pastor who would
not immediately get on the bax&wagon to remove his church from the HOC
was not acting in the best interests of his people and protecting them
from a communistic government.

Vow, if the FCC is detrimental to the welfare of the children in the
United States, our church should certainly withdraw. As a cltlren of th
v. 8. is there any official way of finding aa answer? X fear the manner
winoh It was approached last night oould lead to confusion, emotionalism

I

I

Innocent people being hurt, and Christian against Christian 1b cur city.
III have even wondered"if the Communists wouldn't low* to see suoh a situs
U among church people since Christianity is so very vital to cur way of 11

\&

A

*<

SSJ101 » MR 7 19$l

&
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I know? that you are a Presbyterian awl a Christian layman, for 2 hare
read articles of yours in various publications. Z wondered last might

I-*.*

I tbesed and tumbled If your particular church «as a member of the
*CC? I want to take the Christian stand in this matter, and I 4o not
mant to see lnnonent preachers and laymen hurt unnecessarily* 1 shall
appreciate any guidance that you can give.

Sincerely

f- *&> &

3*'

TO.".
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I lave received your letter of February 23 and

I do appreciate your expressions of confidence la the activities

oftbeFDL

Although t would like to be of service, toformattoa

In FBI files must be maintained aa confidential through a

regulation of the Department of Justice. I regret that I am
unable to answer your Inquiry and hope you will not Infer In this

connection either that we do or that we do not have the specific

data you requested. * W
I am enclosing some material regarding the general""'

subject of communism which you may find of value.

o i

nKA1LL3 29

'•'-.23-1961
^ <*•••• »•%•

Sincerely yours,

LEdgprHoow

<

Enclosures (>)

What You Can Do To light Communism
One Nation's Response to Communism

Z Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Rellgon

Z Sertea fromrCbrle^ftoty Today"

Z Communist Target^Tqath ;

Z Expose(Of Soviet Espionage*
- ~\ (SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) r.H

IZUZZZZ /v^
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NOTE: Baflles contain no record Identifiable with)

For a number of years allegations have been made
by many people, including some clergymen, to the effect that the
National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been Infiltrated
by communists. Although the Bureau has never conducted an
Investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the -

efforts of the Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA) to Infiltrate this
organisation through our over-all Investigations of the CPUSA
and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organisations. B
does not appear from the Information developed that the CPUSA
Is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869)
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Hr. J. Ldg*r Hoover
Federpl Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

February, 231 1P61

rf

Deer Sir:
I 0m Baptist minister and very much interested in the

security of our gree t country. I h*ve been reading a lot lately
about communist front, end con-minis t Infiltration in the field of
religion, especi»ly among some of th^?N»tlonel Council of Church 6S
leaders* -

riot knowing of »ny source that h©s more knowledge end authority
to epeek on this subject then your Bureau, I em writing -*nd asking
if you would be pleaded to give any litature possible, or any
personal statement that you can make in regerd to this subject*

\l surj^do appreciate the greet service th»t you have rendered to
our* wonderful country. May our God keep, bless, and protect yap,
and give you m»ny more years of service.

Respectfully You^s
[Pestor

<

a

I
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M

/
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March 1. W«
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IfC-K
I fif~f+tt-SL* ^

I have received IJ^SS^tKft? "'

1961, and your interest in corannieating wixn

indeed appreciated.

«rv«io i »Auld like to be of assistance,

Swlctly an investigative •m&'&g* SmlLitions or
Governnent, do not extend to ™™»^j fBtcgriW of

§SfflS£§$3SH&Sa*
filel the inforaa'tion you desire,

to yon*

11951 I

Sincerely yours.

John Edgar Uoovel
Director ,B

SIS.. *<\r
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Baftics contain no idenwxiw

to correspondent. ,«_!-«•

The Rational.CpttnSit^fcirthe Bureaa. We

(Kccc) *$&**»?£,».&.«. »AfT-^S



/

r
t » JO

ft*

r :~_-i

*»-

If 2?

The following literature was *«it to

correspondent*

Christie ia«.igj-
d « C-gl-ff-

4. ^lasrsK~n3 *'
Rell8t0B-"

"Breaking the Comunist Spell.
5.

li.ff:

.'*£"'
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March 1, 1061

¥

Tour letter of February 19, 1961, has been
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is

appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the

FBI is an investigative agihcy of the FederslGovernment
and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication

or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope
that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or
that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject
of your inquiry.

Enclosed is some material dealing with the
general subject of communism which may be of interest.

MAiuaaa

WAR 1 - 1961

COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (6)

God and Country or Communism?
Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion
Red Goals b Christian ideals

/Okie Nation's Response to Communism
Expose of Soviet Espionage

-Youth

^ fr
qA'^

9>

gSBSWttr •r
**&?* v^

NOTE: No record couldSe located in Bufllefe^klentlftable with the a
Im^HULftOOttO

RWErelw^
{MOTE continued next page) /^
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8-1-61

1
MOTE CONTINUED: correspondent. Street address verified
by telephone directory check. For a number of years allegations
have been made by a number of people Including some clergymen
to the effect that the National Council of the Churches of Christ
has been infiltrated by communists. Although we have never
conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, (CP), USA, to
Infiltrate this organization through our over-all investigation of the CP
USA, and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organisations.
It does not appear from the Information we have developed that
the CP, USA, Is dictating the policies of the NCCC today.

j4i
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ruaxy 19, 1961
s*

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
F.B.L
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

*f£gn has been said concerning the communist
influence in The National Council pf Churches . Will yon
furnish material which lean present to my church group

showing just what part the communists do have in the organisation?

Our women seem very complacent and think

that "one should not believe everything one hears. " One dear old

lady said, *'I suppose if we give in the right spirit, then it is

all right." /

send.

Thank you for whatever information you may

Sincerely,
fr"

r >•
r.itB

/.^u-^r^;^/
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1 - Mr. Simpson

February 13, 1961

f
**" /oo-S-oU?-£<*<>

I have received jour letter dated February 14,
1961, with Its enclosure, and your Interest in writing to

is indeed appreciated.

While I would Tike to he of assistance to you,
the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not
extend to furnishing evaluations or consents concerning
the character or Integrity of any Individual, organi-
sation or publication. I aw precluded, therefore, from
furnishing information of the typo you desire, and I am
also unable to suggest a source frem which this information
may be obtained. — «£

yj °i o
In view of your interest in the menace ofce *J

communism, X an enclosing some material available fgr t»

general distribution by the FBI which you may like to %

read., I am also returning the self-addressed, "mtampeo ^
envelope which you mo thoughtfully enclosed wittijour 5
letter* & £• -
«••

*» 31
Sincerely yoursj

JohVEdgar Boover_
Director. s-'-e

o
ui

(3)i^VH SEE BOTE ON TELLQW, PAGE WO
•«v^.v . If

•X.teillv*.
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BOTE OH YELLOW:

,^ Correspondent has been appointed to a church
committee to sake a study of the National Council of theChurches of Christ (NCCC). Be requests help In this studyand wants the Bureau to recommend the names of any booksor articles that would furnish proven facts on any communist
infiltration into protestant churches and the HCCC. Bealso requests the Bureau's opinion on a pamphlet and a bookby Edgar C. Bundy and a book by W. Rickey Bogg.

Bnflles contain no Identifiable information
concerning the correspondent fl

the HCCC has not been Investigated by the Bureau.
J? f*If,

kep
! ftbpeast °* >«• o«orts of the Communist Partyto infiltrate it through our over-all investigations of theCommunist Party, USA. It does mot appear that the policies

Part a00^50869?
D *** *#illE dlctat#d ** tb# Communist

The following it
the correspondent:

sent to

1.
a.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

••Communist Target - Youth.*
••Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion."
"What You Can do to Fight Communism and
Preserve America."
••America - Freedom's Champion.**
"One nation's Response to Communism.**
"Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality •*
"Red Goals and Christian Ideals."

n - B -
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Dept. of Justice
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoovers

\/

Q Various sources heve pointed their fingers at the
Rational Council of Churches as an organization that may
nave "pink tendencies w , I have beer * - * " "

Church Bnm-rA tit thm

he national Council of Churches*

It is the purpose of the committee to do this research
in terms of the facts and in the spirit 3of Truth. Could you
help us in this search? Could you give us the names of books

11
or articles that would give my committee proven facts on^.
jany communistic infiltrations in (a) protestant churches -»

land (b) the National Council of Churches? -*

and

£ooK

your opinion on the following (l)pamphlet '„
>okst -^

lews and.Views" published monthly by Rational ' ^^
Laymen's Council of the Church League of Americe>^
1U0? Rill Ave. Wheation , 111. Edltori Bdgar Cv^Bundy

,

OWE MISSION byJf.Mcheadlogg Copyrightl960
ip Press, Inc. U.S.Ar (This is the book

a study-course by our women.)
dShlp rrvssi
being used for

OLLBCTIVISM in the CHURCHES by Edgar C. Bandy
The Church League of America Whoaton, 111. 19©0
Distributed by Devln-Adalr Co. New York 10, M.T.
(This book seems to me to be attacking people and
Ideas in~a manner that makes them appear vicious— n

'
'

^

and which seems to be unjustifiable^. Am I >*\MtoXf6C'GQEsa-*s.
or wrong In this opinion?) »-^ ' • ...

I will apprecitateanythingHhVPyou will do ilFafcalnl
In our research; we think that it is vitally important

to protect our chureh activities against any communistic
infiltrations.

fio

I

1961

*CP
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Tour letter of February 20, 1961, has been

received, and the interest which prompted you to write is

appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, we
have not published a repor^regarding the National Council

of Churches. The FBI is an investigative agency of the

Federal Government and, as such, does not make evaluations

or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any

organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am
unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this

connection either that we do or that we do not have data in

our files relating to the subject of your inquiry.

Enclosed is some material dealing with the

general subject of communism which may be of interest.

Sincerely yours.

•IW

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (6) tfl\Jg
' < * \M .tl

Communist Party, USA What You Can Do To Fight Communism

God And Country Or Communism Communism: The Bitter Enemy Of

One Nation's Response,to Communism Religion
-*r*7„

.

..-, p^rr-
Communist Target-Youth

TMtar.
•X.

& :lmv r J'lcT"

^^ j
l (NOTE ON NEXT PAGE)

MAIL ROOM L-J TELETYPE UMT L-J
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NOTE:

Buttles indicate that! Jin 1947 forwarded a
letter concerning his missing son wnomneadvised he later heard

from.; Correspondents address could not be verified in telephone

directory. For a number of years allegations have been made by a
number of people including some clergymen to the effect that the

National Council of the Churches of Christ has been infiltrated by

communists. Although we*nave never conducted an investigation of

the NCCC as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the

Communist Party, (CP), USA, to infiltrate this organization through

our over-all investigation of the CP, USA, and communist efforts to

Infiltrate mass-type organizations. It does not appear from the

information we have developed that the CP, USA, is dictating the

policies of the NCCC today.

I

* ?

-2-



TrVR

<)

COPY

Feb. 20th, 1961

The Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director.

Dear Sir,

We understand that you have/veports on

Communism in our Churches, especially tne National

rniinr.ii ?f qhurches. -we would like to have these reports,

you send us some if they are available.

Thanking you,

Yours very trul]

\

/
\>-

&.#> tod ~sm>%5ft
16 MAR 2 1961

V >V
Vi*

#' .^

'I .t „** v
c- ^vy tf*
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<i Oifcfl LETTB Jb~** JIATIOflAL COUNCIL 0«fcuKC-rf I« flfc U.S.A.^ ^ — — ••
r ,

Gentlemen s s>

Tour continued erttlolsm of faotual exposures of ooamunlst Infilt-

ration and propaganda methods ouoh as brought out in the AIR POaQK

KAHUAL and the student riots in California is ail out of perspective

and most certainly plaoes the lational Counoil in a most untenable

position.

As a captive member of the lational Counoil, I am foroed to

repudiate your statements and pill work to dissasooiate my church, and

influence others who are members ^of the national Counoil to withdraw.

Z would suggest that you Immediately obtain and read a oopy of

Mr. *i Sdgar Hoover's October 18, I960 address to His national Convent.

Ion of the American Legion in Miami Beach and then apologise for your

abatements, condemning the faotual film "Operation Abolition".

QZac.-V *̂t. A ^.4,

CLAUDE ])£WftItf<r&
P BQJLX202

. Lake Placid, fla.

oo» Chairman Franols B. Walter
Bouse Un American Activities Cojmittee
Bouse Office Building
Washington, i). «.

oet/Kr. J. Sdgar Boover
°° t

^S'ioraJT-J^ ? /*^X United States Department of Justice fSptJ^^3^V ^federal Bureau of Investigation Ja a ^ •*»»- k , *\A 4^) j&>
Washington 25. D. P. . , '00^\ tmm

- N f
•[•* —IgF^

OlMAR6 Wtfl •
"'
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Your letter of February 13, 1961, with enclosures,

has been received, and the interest which prompted you to write

is appreciated.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI isan

investigative agency of the Federal government and, as such, does

not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or

intezritv of any organization, publication or individual. I regret

that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this

connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files

relating to the subject of your inquiry.

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general

subject of communism which may be of interest. I am also enclosing

the material which you forwarded with your communication.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director p*

Enclosures (8)
~

Correspondent's two enclosures ^ *y ^
Director's 10-18-60 speecVt t »n

8-1-60 LEB Introduction 6 17th National Convention

Communist Illusion and Democratic ******
LtfcPj/

One Nation's Response toCmam^mW j/f^/fiV kjtf
Communist Target-Youth*^ j/

n W
Expose of Soviet Espionage {/

% /

I
fi
j

aggam.
Gee*y .

Vrm^
CJ TELETYPE WOT

M NOTE NEXT PAGE
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NOTE: No record could be located in Buttles identifiable with
correspondent. Enclosures were a pamphlet published by the
National Council of the Churches of Christ entitled "the Truth"
and a sheet entitled "The Rebellion of The People Who Pay The
Bills Is On!" The second enclosure is anti-National Council of
Churches. For a number of years allegations have been made by
a number of people including some clergymen to the effect that the
National Council of the Churches of Christ has been infiltrated by
communists. Although we have never conducted an investigation

of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the
Communist Party, (CP), USA, to infiltrate this organization through
our over-all investigation of the CP, USA, and communist efforts to
infiltrate mass-type organizations. It does not appear from the
information we have developed that the CP, USA, is dictating the
policies of the NCCC today.

t.
•

a
-2-
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The Honoreble J. Edgar Hoover,
Tederal Bureau of Investigetion,
"eshington, D. C.

February 13, 1961

m

r£

"Dear Mr. Hoover:

Pealizing,fully,the great responsibility that you carry and

the tremendous pressure of your energies and time, I am re-

luctanllo SSI to your burden. However, I am^orely troubled

et whet is hapxHming to our Protestant church/s that is under

tne domination of th«A»tlonal Council of Charches.

Repeated talks with our Winters cue to »» trrnU. bo fin-

ally a *roup of us loyal Americans mailed- "The Rebellion of

?ne People who pay rne oills is on!" (copy enclosed) to each

member of our local Presbyterian church.

^i^^-r^ler8^8^^.^; de»$ed%Se Series'

^fSne'SeHs S»mSeted„ith Feds »d one of the. "ailed «
"The Truth" (copy enclosed) to prove that the WCC is absolute^

ly lil^white, and that we who believe the charges are egitat- -

o'rs and dupes of the subversives.

If ^rou hrve any material regarding the ^"i*™** * <£ £* *CC V
it ^ould be greatly appreciated and most timely during these

distorting times. ,, »

y-»/

*

I

*** Ma'£*tit--55f.
&&

\!-i\\ £«•*.?"

•iK.r, (,-,(t f jcij.

FEB 281951
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February 24, 1961

Tour letter was received on February 17,
1961, and the interest which prompted you to write Is
appreciated.

While I would like to be of assistance to you,
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, as strictly
an investigative agency, do not extend to furnishing evalua-
tions or comments relative to the character or integrity of
any individual, organization or publication. I hope you will
not infer in this connection either that our files do or do
not contain data regarding the organization you mentioned.

In view of your concern, I am enclosing some
material which you may wish to read.

'

Sincerely yours.

MAILS. 81

FEB 2 41961

COMM-FBI

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (5)

17th National Convention 6 Intro. 3-60 LEB
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality

Communist Party, USA
Expose of Soviet Espionage
Communist Target—Youth

fc* NOTE: Cos

ft

vx,
Tele,

1~= M
NEXT PAGE)
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NOTE(cont.)

For a number of years allegations have been made by a number of
people to the effect that the National Council of Churches of Christ
(NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau
has never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this

organization. It does not appear from the information we have
developed that the Communist Party is dictating the policies on the
NCCC today.

-».
I
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February U, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Does the Federal Bureau of Investigation have any concrete

evide{cpconcernlng Comnunist activity on the part of Members

of the National Council of Churches, If this information la

avallabTe"toTthe public, where can it be obtained?

I thank you in advance for your trouble.

#
4>
+ /<n>-

„ FEB 88 1961

~&
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February S3, 1961

received.
Tour letter dated February 14, 1961, has been

Although I would like to be of service, the
functions and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investi-
gative agency do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization,
publication or Individual. I regret that I am unable to answer
your inquiry and hope you will not infer in this connection either
that we do or that we do not have data of the type you desire In
our files.

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material
available for general distribution by the FBI on the subject of
communism*

"EDuUqiq

FEB 2 3 1961

COMM-FB

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

ft
jf-

•<*

v^
Enclosures (6)

tlz: ^SiDireetor 's Speech before American Legion, 10/18/60
Wha£You Can Do TO Fight Communism
How<£o Beat Communism
Series from Christianity Today (10/10 t 24 and 11/7/60)
Communist Target—Youth

Pf SEE NOTE NEXT PAGEwlmomD teletype

CJH:n]s J,» <B^f

P**/'
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14 FEB 61

Gentlemen-:

I have been informed that your organization has information

for public distribution by request.

I amjparticularly interested in obtaining information about

our^frational Council Of Churches" officers or Leaders.
r

It tf 2T_JjL_jLiL-J-:„L\i i>

I have~beeirtold some are pro-communist 6 would like to

have information to substantiate or nullify this.

Thanking you in advance, lam ;
-

«£:'

.-*-.
* /06-S*t69^£^

.10 FEB 28 1961

& '
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