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NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS
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April 23, 1964
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Tour letters of April 17th and 18th have been

$
7
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With respect to your Inquiries, I am unable to

comment In the manner you requested. Information contained

In the files of the FBI must be>malntained as confidential in

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and
is available for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer

either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the

matters you mentioned.

of interest.

Enclosed is some literature I hope you will find
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Sincerely yours,

9-Edmtiocneu

John Edgar Hoover
Director

*.-

4?%P

Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Internal Security 4-17-6-2

"Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism"
"Faith in Freedom"
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NOTE: ' Bufiles contain no derogatory informatioiTre. correspondent . Her let

of 7-18-63 was complimentary concerning the Bureau's work in fighttng^ppmu
and the Director's book, "Masters of Deceit." She was sen£ material on
communiBm with our reply of 7-26-63. (94-5-52578) American Council of

Christian Churches has not been investigated by the Bureau and we enjoy cordis

relations with several of its leaders.
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April 18, 1064

/

Mr. BMmnM^l
Mr. M»hr .

Mr. Ci^pnr •—
Mr. CMnhkyytZ
Mr.
Mr.68Sd|/i
Mr. kyfcna

Mr. hale. . v
M>Stf**/-^
*£MxxJK.^
Mr? Twl
Mr. Tm«w*„.^_
TiU. ftnon
Miss Holme*
MteOMdr

1J. Edgar Hoover
F.B.L
Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

Q Would like to know if American Council of Christen Churches 6
National Council of Churches are, one 6 the same.

Assuming they are not, would like to know if American
Council of Christan Churches are Communist infiltrated, or have

ever been investigated Dyvour government?

In article written by American Council of Christan Churches
literature item No. 100, written by W. O. H. Gormanls a quotation,

which says, "I confess to a real apprehension so long as Communist
lare able to secure minster of the gosphel to prompt thier eviel work.

Assuming this was your quotation was it directed at the Nat
Council of Churches? Did you later repeal this statement?

Sincerely,
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J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I live in a small community, population 150.
We have one church in our town, Presbyterian tho denomination
has nothing to do with the issue.

The new Revised Standard Bible have, recently
been purchased by our church. This is a concern to me, as
I do not approve of the R,. S. V. Bibles.

As I understand it the R. S. V. was revised &
approved by the Council of Churches, which has been accused
of being Communist infiltrated. q

.» » • i" 1 1
«•'

If possiable would like your opion on Council of

Churches, and also your opinion of the new Revised Bible.

Has the goverment ever investigated the Council
of Churches ? If so what were there findings ?

Sincerely, 4&>
*«$£, 4
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Your letter of April 20th has been received. CD -***

^ * to
With respect to your inquiry, information contained5 9

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in acco$U ^
ante with regulations of the department of Justice and is available >j
for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do

"

or do not have data in our files relating to the organization you named.

With regard to the pamphlet you mentioned, you arc
apparently referring to a leaflet which has been distributed widely
and contains a sentence from my statement made to the House
Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 1947. In this

statement, I was establishing the fact that it is a continuing program
of the Communist Party to attempt to infiltrate every part of our
society, including religion. When this passage is read in context,

one realizes that I was not making reference to any particular
organization or religious denomination* The statement in question
is now out of print.

to you.

MAflfD 20 |

'I-!- *. T TJG4 f

h

Enclosed is literature which I trust will be of interest

'ah'

V Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (4)

1
¥(

John Edgar Hoover

See Enclosures and Note next page.

mailroomO teletype iwrrD
ti
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Enclosures (4)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
"Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism'

£'

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. The pamphlet to

which he refers is believed to be the leaflet, "How Red is the Federal
Council of Churches?" which has been widely distributed by the American
Council of Christian Laymen. The sentence in contention is "I confess
to a real apprehension, so long as communists are able to secure ministers
of the gospel to promote their evil work. " This has frequently been brought
to the Bureau's attention in the past.
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Dear Sirs.

s

I am writing this letter to you in hopes that I can help
to re-unite our church. Our church has been separated due to the fact

that some people have sent some literature to the effect that the'National
Council of Churches is communist infiltrated.

I am under the impression that it is not. If I am wrong
I would like to know this also.

We have a pamphlet and on the cover is a statement
made by J Edgar Hoover to the effect that he expresses great trepidation

as long as the communists are able to take over the clergy. I would
like to know what was said along with this as I feel it may have been
taken from context.

m:

: •>

Any information you can forward to me would be appre-
ciated as our church is a small one and cannot afford to be separated.

It would appear to my untrained eye that these sympathizers
do more harm than good by causing such a big argument. Consequently

our church is no longer any help to anyone.
.

;
'.

Thank you.<
'
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Your letter of April 21st has been received.

V/ltb respect to your inquiry, Information contained

in the flies of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is

available for officiai use only. It is hoped you will not infer either

that we do or do not have data in our flies relating to the organization

you mentioned. You may be assured that I have not furnished a

statement such as you indicated to the individual you named.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

Sincerely yours.

interest.

MAILED 20

,\n< 271264

^
I. Edgar Hoowbb

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (4)

1 - Richmond - Enc.
Attention SAC: Correspondent and|

not identifiable in Bullies. KEnc.
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

4/1/61 LEB Introduction

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

Faith in God-i-Our Answer to Communism
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

_ )f Rustburg Va. has stated
publicly that he has a letter -from you which proves that the^National
Council of Churches is a communist organization. I have not, however,
seen the letter.

I would like to know if the National Council of Churches
is presently considered to be a communist controled or dominated organizatic
Any information you can/supply me will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

h

C I*
I J
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Your letter of April 22nd, with enclosure, has been £
received and it was indeed thoughtful of you to bring this material -6

to my attention. ^n i
rn

With respect to your inquiry, Information contained. 5
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In *
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is §
available for official use only. It is hoped you will not Infer either *
that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the matters
you mentioned.

interest.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

o
to

/

Wltlva*.

1M».

f

MAflEO 20 i

Sincerely yours,

t Edgar Hoover

—
' .• a John Ed^ar Hoover

Director .
•

Enclosures (4) A> ' </
'

Let 's Fight Communism S aiely

!

(/' /
4/1/61 LEB Introduction / '

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement
Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bee enclosure
was a pamphlet describing the reasons why a minister oi the
Episcopal church was leaving his congregation.
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April 22, 1964
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F. B. I.

Washington, T). C

Gentlemen:

tail you kindly send me any material you have available

on the subject of Communist infiltration of the churches,

especially infiltration of the': VaUoT^LP^uncil^f...

Churches.

I~bave recently become awakened to the fact that our

clergy are, 1 believe, literally brain-vashed urless

?hey keep*themselves informed from sources other than

ch-h p/blicatWand ~»**^^&££*church publications- ana oui *««** *~ *
-----

- „_„,
but a political organ. 1 am a member of the 4&"°F*
Church and I was shocked to discover that the rector of

the church 1 attendis completely unaware of any £-

h

the church l axxena jb compj.cw^j -.--— - -- ---
r_,_,* i

natriotic or apostate tendencies of the Wational Council

oTchurchet! I need southing factual to show Mm. ThJafl

is eTvery ser:ous prcblem with my husband and me becauseg.

\l LTS«S. leaving the church, but ™'™***g9
J|j

nothing, so it wcvld be more purposeful to attest to *M'

e^ghten^eople who can take action to change the
,

conditions.

M^

--?•=.

• ;*., <**t \$
-i >*;ra.,:?:



Be ye not uiicmtally yoked together with unlw-
levers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
tiunghteoii»nt*»*>and wliat communion hath light with
•larkne**? Ami what cmtt-unl hath Christ with Belial?
**r what part hath he that believe! I» with an infidel?
And what agreement hath the temple of (M with
i loU? for ve are the tetnfile of the living God; as Rod
hath s.iid. I wilt dwell in tltmi and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall lie my people.
Wherefore come out from among them, and lie ye
eparate, with the laird, ami touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you. And will lie a Father
unto.yon, and ye shall.)* my mm* ami daughter*, aaith
tlie Uird Almighty."

,

And to I come out. I have found that there are other
l*o|ih wlio have -uttered the Mine trials of their faith
and the same mental anguish that I have suffered, and
tney plan to come out with n*\ We plan to set uii a new
1 ^on^Church patterned afar the hi*toric Anglican
^ •^fMHiton. We helievr that f;od will Mess mtr
efforts

:̂
We Mfcve that there are many who believe as

we helteve and who are looking for a wholesome spiritual
liome. We belie* e tliat there are nunv who are weary of
cuntnlmting their money toward Church programs that
•*re opfMised to the welfare of our cimntrv ami Biblical
religion, ami who would welcome the opportunity of
being aMe to make a contril»ution to what we are trying to
do. If you are one of these people, then we extent I to
you a most profound and prayerful invitation to come
along and help build an Episanial Church liased on the
Scriptures and on the orthodox faith, one that possesses
a purged ancient and orthodox liturgy and traditions, and
ime that seeks humblv by God's grace to strip itself of un-
belief, apostasy, and pagan superstitions, to witness to
God Almighty in the name of His divinelv anointed
Non, tn His Spirit, to whom aUme we give all tltc praise
and rumor and glory.

If you are interested further in mtr plans, we ho|»c
wilUct us hear from you.

Rev. James P. Dees
P. O. Box 128
Statesville, North Carolina

*— ' *" ~<

;

:-:trm^^^0Mm

Statement

of the Rev. James P. Dees

on His Withdrawal

WHY I AM EEAVIXG Till: PKOTFST.WT ITIS-
copal cmrun I TO WORK WITH OTHERS WIK

I

DESIRE TO RECAiTURF. THE FAITH OK U.'R
FATHERS AND THE WITNESS OF THE

HISTORIC CHURCH

I am a clergyman of the Episcopal Church. ! have lieen
in the ministry now here in North Carolina for snore than
fourteen years. I have served as priest in diarge of one
mission and as rector of two parishes. In times |iast it

has been my privilege to serve my Church in many re*
sponsible positions. I was for several years a mrmher of
the Executive Council of the Diocese in which I was lo-
cated, and was Secretary of the Diocesan Convention,
Chairman of the Department of Youth, a member uf the
Department of Christian Education, ami a memlier of
the Department of Camps and Conferences, to mention
some of the positions I have held.

But the time has come when I can tio longer support
the Protestant Episcopal Church and what it stands %r
and I am now coming out of it. To say that I am le*v*
ing my Church is not quite the whole truth, for I feel that
the Protestant Episcopal Church, for reasons to be enu-
merated, has already left me. I am separating myself
from what the Church has become. I am :* •*£» out of

*•* •**', *»K*«V«U

' r'V'Wtr'nsYsiitfVAsfrTlt^^^^^^^^ )fa**#WH0^̂



enccs have now readied into Church publications includ-
ing Church School literature for our young people.

So end* the "Belief and Declaration of Purpose" of
the Committee of Chrutfko Ltymen

It is oSrvkms, it seems to me, tha; ...uch of the pro*
prams of the National Council of Churches and of the
international Communist conspiracy are being promoted
within the framework of the Episcopal Church. A new
clergyman in the diocese some time ago quote*! a bishop
as indicating to him that "the plums" — that is. preferred
positions — in tlie Diocese went to the men who pro-
moted the program of the Xaljonal Council of Churches. It
seems obvious. The Church, in my opinion. U mi oriented
toward a program of political and social action, that it

practically has lost its true umvion We have commit-
!£* l

n t** Church *»t tell us liow the Church can be
««*"*'" g**t«ug legislation passeil. such legislation as
/*-- ahg^ion of capital punishment, civil rights (so-

\ *UC' W"* ' »upnori the Church, I am sup-
fWtmjHigeiicies of the Church doing tliese kinds of
things. I Ami that I cannot endure it any longer. It
appears thai the Church has drgenerated into the role of
a political and social action committee trying to remake
the world, by the use of force and twrsuasion, into the
inwirr that the people in authority in it think it ought
to be made into, rather than, through preaching the
Gospel, letting the Holy Spirit of God move men to do
His will freely.

I feel that in the Protestant Episcopal Church Tarn
supporting a political and social action program com-
mitter! to things that I disagree with and that are dis-
placing the Church's primary function of proclaiming the
saving grace offered to sinners through faith in the
Divine Saviour. I am afraid that 1 have had about all
that I can stand.

FUST CONCEIN IS THE FAITH

"tic^fencs are times of grave concern. Mv first con-

\^ i^m the historic Christian Faith. Christianity is

founded on God the Father's revelation of Himself to ihr
world through His divinely appointed Son. knowledge
of whom has been committed truthfully to us through
the Scriptures and through the Holy Spirit and through a
faithful ministry. My second concern is for my coun-
try, which is based on the Federal Constitution a» it i*

plainly worded and plainly intended by its authors and
based on the basic economic factor of private pro|*rty,
and on concern for the preservation of our national
sovereignty and individual freedom. Thirdly in order
comes my concern for the Episcopal Church I cannot
accommcidate myself to rationally and willfully serving
both good ami evil When the Episcopal Church serves

cause* that I collide** t*» In* evil ami comr.irv to die best
inierc»ti u*. th< l'.ihli.al laith and «t my country, thru
something | (l * in pM- somewhere, and n.y iktrsomd in-
tegrity under *l«\ • n . w imjiortant In me than my re-
maining a pri i <• ih- l-pisropaJ Church.

I feel ilniif.ire. t'la- the Church and I most separate.
••••••• *»!: .*.-* a U^ t me that 1 slumM m, , % uh the
Clnireh .vid l>»i! ffi ...;.•• f believe in. fr«i»u tv ttiiu ihe
Clurili. mhI 1 ha if it. „ie «». Hut I think now tluit the
lime ha. fi.UK- wlien 1 mav lje able to give a mm ire adc-
miai.- uiines :«, (U.tV* Truth outml* tin- I imscomI
Clititrh.

^^

I vvi-h t*> |i*i 4 |„. clr.rly known tint I »ton> unequivo-
cally for certain eleinerMs of tile orthndo.* | \\\ tliat 1
cm

i

mi|i r UimY .ml |ianictd;.rlv relevant .u tins time. these
elements luring

:

iln Virgin I* tilt of our Lord a* h :st<n.„l fat,

lb* Divinity id om l*ird.

die Atim.ii^ .'jriiuv of the Cross,

the KiNiirnvtinn oi mir Lord from the piate. leaving
the tomb rmpiy on I aster mom,

Ihe SVnnd Coniii: /of Jesus, and

salvation bv f.rae« ilir.m^h Faith :.loin-

To Mim up now, from ihe negative ~A< . |. 1 Hie ^y
thai I miim- deeply the faci that the hp -«•,;,.-, Church is
iciiiici^iiit.i; i:: the general divsij.aii.m i.f j ,,. historic,
Uiblh-.d i.Hih: n U actively engaged in «••.:!: ng against
Jlu Um tuiereM- of our country ; and it i . m Vel> work*
nig In dc«ir»y rate. peicvT^nd America) • n:*-irc by ad-
vik-din- tin* u.c „f tone by the Fedctal < ..ivern'ment.
which wtnild i;,!:t. .,«.,.. ^innately all of i.ur freedom and
blteriies.

I know ihjMv i> m;:ch true fuith in t:.--
<*

'Imrch. I
know \\i!l oi' many great sacrifices now *•-•: ^ made by
chili-chum in \) tt* u.hu, of our Saximir. I» iTa Uu| sit-
uation t!i.,i t^itji not have some good n. #•! with the
had but ih». rvjs ihnt I have |Miiuted o.:» r<.*i on too
^real a ac.il.» lor me in live with here an; !*.: .;er. If the
House ,.|" lii«h«ip.i will iint give ns a cli*; ? .'••tenieiil of
i!" all lu.!i im certain heretical aouiuling \.r /. inremeitts,
and if ik\u:* iu hi«l, place* in the Gum;. • .. ih.ny our
l-nrd as t!:i t.ne Way. Truth, and Life, ti.#- •> tlicologi-
i.il uui * • ritual climate is not for me.

THE DEMAND OF HOLY SCRIPTURE

The i;

Sixth tr-

ibe Or
hour.

:rtecnlh through the cighteentr \

,.;»:er oi the Second Epistle »/

:'i:.tti^. I feel. *|M*.tk* in me pr

*• of the
' Paul to

!lv in tlii>

::-"-^z&^mm$m F.^5

mimHmammG¥&&^fi2HRM .a^A^y-ar-.^'- :^^:r: &J±



the Church that I feel has departed from what I consider

10 have been its intellectual, spiritual, and doctrinal her-

itage. I have had all that I can stand of its social, eco-

nomic, and political program of socialism; of its pseudo-

hrotherhood; of it* appeasement of the Communists ;of
its so-called civil rights; and of its rejection of much tJfet

I consider to be fundamental to the Biblical faith.

AN ENSCOPAUAN HERITAGE

Let me preface what I have to say further by saying

that I am an Episcopalian of many generations. Episco-

pal clergy are among my forebears. I loved the Church
of my childhood and the Church that I felt was handed
down to me as "the Church of our Fathers* I loved the

comforting faith and gracious manners manifested in the

lives of my earlv spiritual mentors, whose lives and
teachings revealed that they were indwelt bv the Soirit

C«r Swttur, whom they taught as the Bible plainly

.s. ^Bj love its ancient liturgy and its ancient vest-

ments, ano^l love the creeds and the heritage of its

architecture, its hymns, and many things besides.

But the Church has changed; or, at least, the Church

seems to be no longer as it used to appear. The spiritual

and intellectual climate is no longer as in days gone by. and

I fed that it has changed for the worse, and the faith of the

clergy has been sorely watered down with liberal doctrine.

The root of my unrest is found, I believe, in the fact

that the bent of my nature is primarily toward the Divine

Revelation recorded for us in the Bible, which. I believe,

has been imparted by the grace of the Holy Spirit. As I

interpret the situation, my faith is basically Biblical faith;

and I think that the faith of the Church also should he

Biblical faith ; and that its worship and practices should

conform plainly to God's Word which is found in His

Holy Book.

' ^Rrs

YEARS OF REFLECTION

^t^iter ^Rrs of long and considered reflection over

observations gleaned from many sources. I have come

to the conclusion, however, that there is a wide discrepancy

between what the Bible teaches and what many of the

clergy, both of the priesthood and of the episcopate, be-

lieve. There are many who do not believe that the Virgin

Birth of Christ was an historical fact. They call it a

myth. It is my conviction that there are many who do
not believe that the tomb in which our Lord was buried

on Good Friday was empty on Easter morning and that

He had risen from the dead in a transformed, quickened,

glorified body. They say this also is only myth. It is

my personal observation that there are many in the

Church who do not believe in the Holy Trinity, in its his-

toric relevance and significance. One bishop says that it

is out of date. There are many who do not believe in the

plain Bible statements that salvation is offered through

Christ nlnne. through His atoning sacrifice, to be appropri-

ated throrgb faith in Him.

CHURCHMEN REJECT THE RIRLE

As samples of current thinking, let me give you a few
quotes from certain leaders of the Anglican Communion.
Here are some attributed to His Grace, the most Rev.

Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, who
is recognized generally as the titular head of the world-

wide Anglican Communion. It is reported that in the

I-ondon Daily Mail of October 2. 1961. he sr.id. "Heaven
is also not a place to which we humans go in our present

bodily Mate, nor is it a place for Christians only. Those
who have led a good life on earth hut found themselves

unable to believe in God will not be debarred from heaven.

I expect to meet sr.me present-day atheists there.* He
reportedlv is quoted in the Oakland Tribune of February
3. 1956 in an AP dispatch from Durham. England, as
follows : "The theology of 'Christ bore your punishment

:

lielieve and I* saved/ when accompanied by the funda-
mentalist'* clicM 'The Bible says' is a very distorted view
of the apostolic gospel." Further questionable theology of

the Archbishop is reprtcd in the same dispatch, where' the
Archbishop is said to have "attacked the Protestant. move-
ment which insists upon the infallibility of the scriptures

and such biblical miracles as the virgin birth and the

physical resurrection of Christ." Of Dr. Hewlett John-
son, the "Red Dean" of Canterbury, it reportedly is stated

in a UPI dispatch of January 26.1959: He "was quoted

as saying he believes Stalinl* in heaven . . . 'Stalin was a

rough and stern man. He had to be because he Kid a

dirty job to do. Rut God's eye is a hig eye. and sees every-

thing. Rood and liad. To know nil is to forgive all. so I

think that from heaven's point of view. Stalin is safe'."

These statements speak for themselves and are hardly de-

serving of comment among people who believe the plain

statements of Scripture.

The Rt. Rev. Richard S. M. Emrieh of the Episcopal

Diocese of Michigan is quoted in the Detroit News of De-

cember 30. 1961 as saying: "You see, God knows His

own. and the one thing He wants is love. That is why a

good Moslem, who loves God and his neighbor, has a

better chance at heaven than a lazy, selfish Christian." I

wonder what prompted the bishop to engage in this

sophistry; I wonder also, does he consider the doctrine

in the third chapter of the Gospel of St. John to be false

doctrine? Apparently he does.

It is my conviction that a Church that tolerates such

views as these is to that extent apostate. It is my con*

viction that such views in the C!iur« li aiv >:?.... .»:

feel that to the extent that I ai t supj «ning ;. * tun

Jiermits such belief*. 1 urn supjirrtiiig ;<p »M.i<t I :i

iilly participating in the lietraval of uy l.or • *;.

bid I I feel tliat the House of Bish>Y< ••* the I'm

Kpiscnjial Giurch has failed in "nc of it* lutfic oMii
namely, that of attempting ti . nrucbti.i i'i. Usunu
and to keep the Faith of the Church .> *vtv »i hi

pofsihlc. In at least one particular!; «S\i«*u. it

namely, concerning the observation .
•"." K» .!;..)• IN

Hcuse of Bi>;K>p i las failed* :o take a >tai I awl rlr;.

1incite* its |*>*it*on. Tiie f'ou*e of 1hYlio|* ha* t,

its duty t-> the l« •*<ple ot the Church in iln* irgard.

CHURCHMEN A2E SACERDOTAUST

Resides this thinking, to which I take rxtv|«tion.

confess to a lack of sympathy with certain piatiHv*
our High Giurch brethrer. among them In^ug the

\

of imoking the blessings of the Virgin Marv. 1
my way of thinking, is a product of mvdu*\.il at

medieval superstition and there is no warrant wlia

for it in the Scripture. I; tends to deprive our 1

veneration due to Him alone. I feel tliat mvilii

does this is **f the Antichrist. Another jtruriHv will

I have little sympathy is that of reserving tin* Sa«
and of tending to place the physical elements of it.

Communion, the bread and tne wine, on a k'wl win
are held in adoration. I feel tliat tin- reserving

elements and the tendency toward the »<lnr.ilH*n

elements in certain worship service* hint sirm
idolatry. The elements, the bread f.nd ihr wine it

as I interpret tin* situation, liecotnc con*"l«*rvd j»r:

to approximate the actual physical prtMiuv of tl

and the Mood tf tl»* F«n of God: •!»•* prartin*

mightily of the dccrr«e of transuliMnntinliini: and
extent that tin* t* tiu<\ I consider it to 1*» idolatry,

it difficult to supf»ort a Church thai indulges i

practices.

One ffets tin* imnres<tor. that rue can lirk.iig

rrotestant Fpiscopal Church ami Mieve anvil

everything or nothing at all. except, that is. in n-

certain social and political issues.

CHURCHMEN ARE LEFTIST

Apart from this issue of the basic dor-trim^

Fa'th. I find myself sorely tried by our Church*

pation in worl-lly matters that 1 coum*
1
* r to In- . f i

Christ. The Protestant Episcopal Clitirch is a men
the National Council of Churches. I did not von
into it. and I cannot vote to get out of it. and 1 have
of making my will or views of any effect in regat

I am advised' that among many of the things thai
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viction that such views in the Church are growing, and I
feel that to the extent that I am supporting a Church that
permits such beliefs, I am supporting apostasy; I am will-
fully participating in the betrayal of my Lord. God for*
bid! I fed that the House of Bishops of the Protestant
Episcopal Church has failed in one of its bask obligations,
namely, that of attempting to proclaim the historic Faith
and to keep the Faith of the Church as free of heresy as
possible. In at least one particularly obvious instance,
namely, concerning the observations of Bishop Pike, the
House of Bishops has foiled to take a stand and dearly de-
lineates its position. The House of Bishops has failed in
its duty to the people of the Church in this regard

CHUtCHMIN All SACEIDOTAUST

Besides this thinking, to which I take exception. I must
confess to a lack of sympathy with certain practices among
our High Church brethren, among them bring the practice
of invoking the blessings of the Virgin Mary. This, to

C '^H of thinking, is a product of medieval and pre*
V^edVD superstition and there is no warrant whatsoever

for it in the Scripture. It tends to deprive our Lord of
veneration due to Him alone. I feel that anything that
does this is of the Antichrist. Another practice with which
I have little sympathy is that of reserving the Sacrament
and of tending to place the physical elements of the Holy
Communion, the bread and the wine, on a level where they
are held in adoration. I fed that the reserving of the
elements and the tendency toward the adoration of the
dements in certain worship services hint strongly of
idolatry. The dements, the bread and the wine, in effect.

as I interpret the situation, become considered practically
to approximate the actual physical presence of the body
and the blood of the Son of God; the practice smacks
mightily of the doctrine of transubstantiation : and, to the
extent that this is true. I consider it to he idolatry. I find
it difficult to support a Church that indulges in such
practices.

One gets the impression that one can belong to the
^-ci^nt Episcopal Church and believe anvthing or

V, •!** or nothing at all. except, that is. in regard to
certain social and political issues.

CHURCHMEN
1

ARE LEFTIST

Apart from this issue of the basic doctrines of the
F;/th. I find myself sorely tried by oui Church's partici-

pation in worldly matters that I consider to be of the anti-
Christ. The Protestant Episcopal Church is a member of
the National Council of Churches. I did not vote to get
into it. and I cannot vote to get out of it. and I have no way
of making my will or views of any effect in regard to it.

I am advised that among many of the things that the Na-

tional CoUncil of Churches advocates are disarmament,
co-existence with Russia, the abolition of loyalty security
laws, recognition of Red China, forced racial integration,
to mention hut a few. One study of the National Com*,
dl of Churches by a congregation of the Protestant Epi*>
copal Church states that the Council has "exceeded^*
rightful rale in speaking out. as the official voice of prot-
estantism in America, on such controversial issues as fed-
eral aid to education, the right-to-work laws, the ethical
considerations of the sted dispute, the seating of Red
China in die United Nations, etc.," and that it. "as pres-
ently constituted and operated, is a harmful and highly
dangerous institution" (St. Mark's Vestry Committee ft*.
fari on the NCQ. I am advised that in 1960 the Episco-
pal Church gave the NCC "over $500,000* wnkn^Vtoes
not include private gifts, hut is represented in the general
budget of the Episcopal Church, pp. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51*
(The National Council of Churches of Christ - Activities
Rneated, published by the States Rights Council of
Georgia). When I support the Protestant Episcopal
Church, my financial contributions and my mora and
spiritual support are funnelcd in part into the support of
the National Council of Churches. There is no way that
I can avoid this happening as long as I am supprting the
Protestant Episcopal Church in any way whatsoever,
whether it be in giving t -rd local needs, toward build-
ing funds, or anything dse. I am opposed to my support-
ing, even indirectly, an organisation that is aligned with
forces that are destroying America. It sordy tries my
spirit *

Sqnieone has sent me a copv of the "Belief and Declara-
tion W Purpose" of the Committee of Christian Laymen.
Inc.. Box 285. Woodland Hills, California. The statement
to which I heartily subscribe reads as follows

:

1. We bdieve in an unchanging God "the same yes-
terday, to day and for ever." hence the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, rather than the Social Gospel, should he preached
from the pulpit

2. We believe that as individuals we are fully capable
of nuking our own political decisions. So we oppose the
political activities of the National Council of Churches in
seeking as an organization, to influence legislation in the
naire of Protestantism.

3. We oppose the One World. One Church idea where-
by this nation surrenders its sovereignty to the United
Nations as promoted by our Church leaders,

4. We support the American Free Enterprise System
and our Constitutional Republican form of Government as
a necessary adjunct to the survival of Christianity.

5. We seek to inform lay people of influence in our
Seminaries and Churches which downgrade the Bible and
picture Jesus Christ as just another 'man. These influ-.

.• r,
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April 22, 1964

Tour letter of April 14th has been received.

With respect to your inquiries, information contained
in the files of the FBI must -be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for
official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or
do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

Enclosed is some material I trust will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,
a>Edgat

jr-ffJohn Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely
4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles.
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April 14 1964

Dr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 0. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

In the welter of charges and countercharges concerning the
Integration-segregation pNsIs In the deep South we hear
repeated charges that thjrWMonat Council of the Churches of

*

Christ In the U.S.A. has been infiltrated by communists and
Is being used as a tool of the communist regime.

May I ask you If the F.B.L, has any Information pertaining to
the truth of such a charge? Is there any truth, so far as the
F.B.I, is concerned about' such allegations as the National
Council of Churches having been organized for communistic purposes,
etc? Have you had occasion to Investigate the N.C.C.?

I am not asking for privileged Information as such; but If the
F.B.I, can exonerate tjfie N.C.C. this would be very helpful
to us in our effort to do the work of the Kingdom of God thru
the Methodist Churches in Mississippi. These charges keep
our people consistently upset and confused particularly in

vi.ew of the fact that they come from so many sources.

I will appreciate any assistance you can give us relative to
these questions.

Respectfully yours,

K

•H?

• V
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Your letter of April 18th has been received.

With respect to your inquiries, information contained

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official

use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have
data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

With regard to Mr. Dan Smoot, he was employed as a
Special Agent of the FBI from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951,

when he voluntarily resigned. His personal ventures and his opinions

aud comments are strictly his own and this Bureau is not in a position

to comment on these in any way whatsoever.

Enclosed is some material I trust will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

fiMimfti

COMM-FB! John Edgar Hoover
Director sftf

J/ ,J
Enclosures (5)

Listof Subversive Organizations

Let's Fight Communism Sanely

4-1-61 LEB Introduction •:

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Faith in God-.-Our Answer to Cpmmuni
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles. The American
Council of Christian Laymen is known In Bufiles for disseminating »»»»i»i^
stating that the National Council of Churches is communist infiltrated. For
the purpose of this reply the individuals mentioned by correspondent were
not checked through Bufiles; however, it is noted that the American League
for Peace and Democracy and American Youth Congress are cited
organizations.
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April 16, 1964

Subject: Communism in the National Council of Churches.

Dear Sir,

Some literature has come to my attention of which I would like

to have the evaluation of the F. B. h I have brought this literature before my
preacher and our Young Adult Sundayschool Class. We would like to know the

validity of this literature.

I am sorry I could not enclose these para? lets, but they were the

property of another.

The first is a report called The Dan Smoot Report , Vol. 10,

NO. 2 (Broadcast 438) January 13, 1964 Dallas, Texas. This report is entitled

^National Council of Churches," in which Mr. Smoot contends that the leaders

and officers are either communists or communist sympathizers.

Mr. Smoot, once being an agent of F. B. L , suggests to us that

maybe the National Council of Churches has been infftrated by communists,

although all of us are quite sure that this is Qoithe case. We would like to

know how this organization is considered politically by the F. B. L

The second pamplet is entitled "How Red is the National

/ Council of Churches. " Published by the American Council of Christian Laymen.

; Copyrighted 1949 and 1959 byAnierican Council of Christian Laymen. >

This pamplet gives a list of some 46 well known persons and the

(communist) organizations to which they have affiliation. Among those are:

E. Stanley"Jones; Federal Council Preacher and Missionary,

he has affiliations with "American League for Peace and Democracy" and

"Signer of "World Tomorrow " Poll!

Ralph W. Sockman, Minister, Christ Church (Methodist) New

York, he supposidly has affiliations with "American Youth Congress," "Emergency

*s. __ - /
f •

.

& f-w
Mats. rec. xmvt
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Peace Mobilization/' "Fellowship of Reconciliation/' and 'Signer of "World
Tomorrow" Poll'.

I certainly would not consider these men Communists even
though tome of their ideas may be a bit strange to some people.

I certainly hope you can give us more information with which we
can for form more rational openions. We do not wish to enhance the communist
movement, but neither do we want to go off half-cocked. With your information
we hope to be better and more enlightened citizens.

Sincerely yours,

-2 -
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Your letter of April 16th has been received.

With respect to your Inquiry, information contained

In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official

use only. Further, this Bureau does not issue clearances or nonclearances

of any type. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have

data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

For your Information, Assistant Director William C.

Sullivan has made many appearances in various sections of our Nation

lecturing on the threat of communism. However, he has not issued

clearances or nonclearances for a particular group or individual.

Enclosed is some material which I trust will be of

interest to you.

WAUJEQ1Q

APR & ^ 1964
.1
iS

Y%*

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

**Pf£
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement Faith in God7:
-Our.Answer to Communis

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buflie's. It is assumed that

her reference to Mr. James Sullivan is in effect to Assis|an^D|^ector.Williaw

Sullivan. -.
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April 16, 1064

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

A statement was made In a discussion group at our church Sunday
evening that, If possible, I would like to have clarified.

Arkansas Council of Churches,
stated that you had personally deputized Mr. James Sullivan to speak
to the American people concerning thB^&ational Council of Churches.
He Implied that he (Mr. Sullivan) was touring the country to clear up
charges made against the National Council of Communist infiltration

into this group. ^

Our churches is "indirectly" a member of the National Council
and we are aware of the good done but are quite disturbed by their "so
called" right to speak for us politically.

Any information you cjan give to clarify this matter will be
greatly appreciated.

Yours truly,

3*
"EtZfc
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Tour letter of April 12th has been received.

With respect to jour inquiries. Information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for
official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or
do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest.

Sincerely yours, *

XE4gvH0om

John Edgar Hoover
Director

M*
* ! gi
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

In mail I have been receiving for over a year, many well
known Americans have been called Communists or "Red sympathizers.'*
I believe you have been quoted incorrectly or out of context in these
letters and articles. According to some of them, you agree that many
of our church leaders are knowingly or unknowingly serving the Commu-
nist cause.

Please answer some questions for me, Mr. Hoover, "so that

I will know what you really think. If I am wrong, I want to know it — and
if I am right, I hope a letter from you will convince a dear relative of

mine that one doesn't have to agree with Billy James Hargis, Dan Smoot, 6
others with ideas similar to be

r
anti-communist

m
it
Tig-

it-

Do you think the National Council of Churches is "soft on
communism" ? Are any clergyman to your knowledge members of

communist front organizations? Did you ever say that the late Bishop
Oxnam was a "fellow traveler" ? Do you think Rev. Martin Luther King
is helping the communist cause? Are these newspapermen — Walter
Lippman, Ralph McGill, James Reston, Marquis Childs — a help to

1 communism? Was Carl Branden convicted of being a communist?

I

It seems to me that some organizations purported to be
anti-communist actually do more harm than good by branding all who
disagree with them as communist sympathizers. They would have us
work for the impeachment of Chief Justice Warren, the withdrawal of

the United States from the United Nations, and against efforts in behalf

of Christian unity and civil rights.

I know you are a very busy man, Mr. Hoover, but I hope you
can reply to these questions. We are active in our church and try to be
good citizens — but we keep getting mail saying we are "communist
dupes." Are we?

Thank you for any help you can give,

Sincerely,

COPY:nm m

*'m *
'sm*9*L±}Mp ,jm n i i njg.m »
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Your letter of April 13th bat been received.

fa response to jour inquiry, information contained
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in
accordance with regulations- of the Department of Justice and
is available for official use .only. It Is hoped that you will not
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating
to the matters you mentioned.

& **>

m

interest to you.
Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I

4/1/61 LEB Introduction
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement
F&ith in God—Our Answer to Communism

John Edgar Hoover
Director <erf

p*

MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies.
' ' • .'

.Sh /.

DTP:sls
(3)
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April 13, 1964

if**

Director J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir,

There is a group of us in this community who have
noted what we believe is a strong Communist influence in the policies

of our church, The United Church of Christ, and also in the

National Council of Churches... We desire to eliminate this influence

without destroying the church. We respectfully solicit your help in

either, supplying us with information or directing us to a source
where information is available as to whom these elements are and
how we can most effectively combat some.

We would also appreciate information on how much
of the leadership in the demonstrations, riots and other attacks
on law and order, beiijg done in the guise of civil rights is Communist
inspired.

'V*

'':.>

:£

-Ski

Sincerely,

KEC-jj

EX-103

<&
• -mi
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Your letter of April 7th, with enclosure, has
been received.

As I indicated to you previously, this Bureau
does not make evaluations nor."draw conclusions as to the

character or integrity of any organization, publication or
Individual. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I

am not in a position to be of further assistance along these

lines.

I am sending you some additional literature

which I trust will be of interest

%
Sincerely yours,

LEtfgacHoW

.'•;

AT

^ John Edgar Hoover
Director qA

Enclosures (3)* _ X.../'
(I) Let's Fight Communism Sanely ! ; (2) 4/l/6L££B Intro; My
'-; (3) '4/17/62 Internal Security

f / '

\v V

NOTE: Correspondent wrote on 11/14/63 concerninfthe Natioc^^SSSc'ilP.v

of Churches and was sent an' outgoing 11^/63 advising him tha£the FBI doesjj^

not make evaluations and assured him that therattonal Council of Churtfeda* .

has not been the subjected! an investigation by this Bureau. ButfiP JKeraiure

is sent. The, reprints currently being.forwarded are not duplicative. His' ;

Closure-was^ cqpj of the St. Marks Vestry' Committee report on the National

kincil of Churches1which has-QjHntfniought to the Bureau's attention In the past

irfJ

tun. HOOuCy^itfrrn'r uhitCZI

APR 17 1964

coyusi
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2lr« J* Bdger HooTer
Direotor* Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir*

Vt* tefettr-

Ma " '

'

Mr,
Mr* QUj*r<
Mr, Calkf**—

Mr. 0»k_~V- -J'

If* tt*l
Kr. ft-»t*r. .__j

ft*. Emtt___

/The attaobed envelope oontains a oopy of a publication wbioh
is oaueirj^doykt^an^eonoer^amora^eg and offioore

ourv p I as
to believ^tha^i^eurolyniust require som^^eacKn^Totareen the lines"
and "goicg behind the coencs* to get at the real truth.

On KoTonber 14# 1963, I wroto to you enclosing sasples or sccco of ,

tho cthor literature that was enuring concern asong us and requested an
evaluation and opinion* I appreciated your oourteous and pronpt reply C£>.

and olenrly understand that you are not in a position to sake eraluations* j^
On tho other head, possibly you might be able and willing to plaoe the' £>
attached enolosure ef the St. Mark?Vestry Coaadttoc report en The %*
national Council of the Churohes mi Christ in the ttaited States of AnerioaJ/
in the hands of soiaeons who would be capable and willing to render a fair'^/
and impartial ovaluation regarding this particular publication and any
ether similar n&torialc.

tine I aa cnployed os principal of the
t\u p !ne:nbf»r of tiie Se£cioio™u]

and oai serring for thic year ac

mmmm_^_^^_^ »° •»* has requested or authorised a» to engage

correspondence but I de feel that it is np personal responsi-

bility to seek the truth and endonvor to work for the welfare of vay

ohuroh and ooncsunity. TThatevor you nay do dirootly or indirootly will

bo groatly appreciated*

p.?

\

•
ISC- W

&'
. •

MfJr* *f ]%H

»**

*<

^ar***» rr.
" ' "-^ ?pxr̂ '^"
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April 17, 1964

Your letter of April 13th has been received.

11 i ^
CDS ~

With respect to your 'Inquiries, Information

contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and

Is available for official use only. It Is hoped you will not Infer

either that we do or do not have data In our files relating to the

matter you mentioned, t

o
x

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be off

Interest to you.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

-&T1

,s

Enclosures (2)

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement ... .

- 'i !«J
!

i
ff.f

NOTE: Bureau files reflect prior correspondence wittQ | last

outgoing 3-22-62. Material Jorw^rded at that time Is noTDeingaupllcated.^

.1
ZT. DTPidjg

Tim*
T«fe.

. I*
'

teletype unit! <b
!/•:/ i

"^ - «— -
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

::^ !

-
- •* **- '

- -
** »

SI
* -

' V

De ar Mr. Hoover:

This past week one of the churches of our immunity
carried an ad in the local paper which accused the National
Council of Churches of Communistic affiliation. 1 liavti

corresponded" with you before and have always appreciated
your willingness to assist within the framework of your fine
organization.

Will you be kind enough to answer two questions:

1. We are told that the old Federal Council of

I*

Churched changed its name to the National Council
of Churches after being cited three times as a
Communist front organization. Is this true?

2. In your opinion, does the National Council of
Churches have any Communistic affiliation, or does
it manifest any Communistic infiltration?

Sincerely yours,

we/mg
tffr$ / Hi i

! *» "mi ^*

^v.« iM» |g' tt..»y*
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I have received your letter of April 0th and
I want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my
administration of the FBI. It is hoped that our fnture endeavors
will continue to merit your support and approval.

With respect to your inquiry, information contained
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and
is available for official use only. It is hoped that you will not
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to

the matters you mentioned.

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will

be of assistance to you.

ftUUSBAfi

APU 15

5
J

1964 I

a—

1

Sincerely yours,

DL Edgat Hoovec

.If
i*-

t:r
*t*rr

'. \ --*~,—
•:* ***•

,

-
-*T,' M

*«*•*

' y •-*—*
'

;
•* !<**
*

;**

'*m~h

Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
4/1/61 LEB Intro

4/17/62 Internal Security
"Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism"

... • •.<...,

MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles.

DTPtfcl(S) \"
, jfctfilf

:/

9ARg!iW
HAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNITl

<&"i
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April 9, 1964

The Honorable J, Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Will you be kind enougyto send us the information
you have concerning the National Council of Churches,
information concerning evidence of Communism among
the clergy, and any oth^r pertinent information you
may have about Communism and the ^Christian Ministry.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for the
outstanding work you have done for many years in
the interest of our country. May God bless you
in every way.

/

Sincerel

Re

^t

/

ffcfr
z** ///5"

;iqv leAPR 1CM934

CORR^PdNfefeNCE
fl'
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Your letter of April 8th has been received.

With respect to your inquiry, information contained
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord-
ance with regulations of theDepartment of Justice and is available
for official use only. It is hoped that you will not Infer either that
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the organization
you mentioned.

With regard to Mr. Dan Smoot, he was employed
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from
March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned.
His personal ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly
his own and this Bureau is unable to comment on these In any way
whatsoever.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

Ap* 13 1964
John Edgar Hoover

Director

-&P

Enclosures (4) r •: .-

Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62
*' '

LEB Introduction, 4-61
, , ,

Let*s Fight Communism Sanely! -V- „,: r
.

Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism
NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable In Bufiles.
DTP:kcf • v ' (3)

J&nvv
:tmrrQ few

^*.«—-vy—,
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The Honorable 3. Edgar Hoover
Director Of The Ferirral Bureau Of InvcUigntlcn
Washington, 0. C.

Deir Mr. Hoovnr:

I am wondering if you cruld give me lnfnrm-rtinn conr>*rnifcg the degrne
nf influence and infiltration of Communists into t.hn H^t! iip.\ Council
Of Churches.

*'

As a result of the attacks which former F. B. I. memb.r Dan Smont hes
made on the Natinnal Council Df Churches I em finding myself spending
more and more time trying to convince people thnt Communists have not
taken over control of the Church^ in America. One lady who is not a
member of our church has taken her children out of Sunday School because
of her fear that the material is being prepared by Communists.

I realize th3t your office is undoubtedly beslfeged with requests similar
to this, but *m hoping that you may at least be able to direct me to sorr
reliabJ/3 source of information and evaluation on this matter of great
concern to al] people who love both their church and their country.

Thank you.

«%*

V

''*

* «

\M j •

Very Slncerfily

RtU 29

/, > .. *

\\Yl

OMj TtLCPHdNl .•!•••»•
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ChurchYouth(HupsAreglfsSfi* Z7A.I. -*~H«» later this TW

Urged For Race Mixing

Participation In 'Demonstrations*

ProjHPsed At Conference Here

*Dr7 C^WllUMM. evan-

gelism director for WOft won-
dered if In areas where In*

t££tton ft» How, the United
<$riattaa Tooth *•*««*•;
another HOC ©rsantaUon;
might organise pickets.

Dr. Williams out. wted »bat
VCTM send IU ba> throuch-
oat the oouthetxt t» ten the
Story of the oteanlietlon—If

churches refuse, ther so to the
town euunre." If It Involves
connict wtUi local tow. oil «hc
better — H W01 aU-*ct
attention.
One committee vl

my oomntonleaUnt vlth youth
In too southeast — earlier so
the consultation one castor

of on

Sy SOS BELL
Sooner Chore* Editor

Summer church conferences
and camps should be a time
for racial experiences for high
school youth, all the way from
simple Negro-while associa-

tion to participation in "dem-
onstrations." according to some
national Protestant youth

$

This was one of the major
suggestions «Jt the dosing Bea-

ton of the Youth Ministry
Consultation on Race Wednes-
day afternoon at the Method-
ist Boar oof Education build-

ing; Itth * Grand. Sponsor
waa the Emergency Commis-
sion on Religion and Race of
the National Council of
Churches of Christ In the
USJL
The meeting was s consul-

tation for discussion and ox-
change of Ideas, not n voting
matter; results were In the
form of suggestions and rep-
resentatives of some of the 15
denomaatinna present were
clearly net in sympathy with
many of the Ideas presented,
although the entire atmos-
phere was friendly and profes-
sional.
Many of the Ideas were

plainly only those of the per-

son making the suggestion, hut
members of the group of 40

were either staffers for the
Notional Council of Church's
or denominational youth lead-

ers and editors:
The only outside resources

leaders were from the Student
Kon-V 1 o I e n t Coordinating
Committer, and Its northern
counternart, the Northern
Student Movement
Summer youth conferences

came Lua the discussion when
Jay Kooie, associate director

suggested the use of people
who have been directly in-

volved In racial demonstra-
tions as leaders In the camps
to acquaint church young peo-
ple—10th. llth and 12th grad-
ers for this consultation—with
what is going on the American
race revolution. "Last year we
took a group on a speaking
tour of the Midwest to stir up
votes on rivS rights and to
influence congressmen In

some of the owing (doubtful)
areas—got three of them out
of Jan for the trip Juet In
to catch the ass"

freedom than at any
other age, pointing out tnai
«nith. particularly In college
wns. can get away with al-

most anything. "They expect
children to do things. Aren*t
they the cosiest mobilised and
the most volatile? The overage
teee-eger has his family on
his side In any shenanigans.1*

Miss Hemenway pointed
out 'that "all over the nation
parents have restrictive Influ-

ences. Summer camp Is the
first time for the youth to rr '

away, free to do as they like.**

(At several points in the dis-

Pointing out that he Is on a
phone-call basis with leaders

'of the racial organizations.

John Wood, chairman of the
consultation and on the NCC
youth department staff In

New Tork City, told the lead-

ers to refer requests for such
speakers to his office.

. Then Miss Joan Hemenway;
associate editor of "Tfulb

i.

magazine of the United Church

of Christ, Philadelphia, eug-

gested that Instead of bringing

in the demonstrators that the

entire camp or conference

should be -blooded*—taken to

the demonstrations for par-

ticipation. The kids owe it to
i

the church to march, to piekerr dssions. It had been oaid that

In the South, end more ao in parental pressure » one of the

the North- 1
- The Rev. Theodore Me-J
Eachem of the Methodlrtl

Board of Education staff here

asked. "How much can you ex-

pect children of mid-adoles-
eenee to do?- .They're under
of the emergency commission,

Ssrental care, he continued.

ave their school duties! cant
vote—-why they're ao dis-

franchised as the Negro nlm-
aclf

"

-Widen Is Important,** bo.

said, -for the youth to work at

developing his own Identity or

to become militant in eodal
action? X think It is aaktngJLoo
much, and I am familiar with,

what Negro llth and Mln
graders have done In filling,

J*' 1
*" —

.

The Rev. Richard Rice,

editor of a Methodist jmblica-
- tlnn for oenlor high, differed.

Because of over -protection.

major reasons the high school-

ers have not been taking a
more active part In the rectal *

demonstrations. Negro repre-
sentatives at the consultation
had little to sav during the dis-

cussions of how to get the
youth out from under parental
control, unless asked o direct
question. In conversation ofter
the close of the consultation,
several, although deeply con*
cerncd over church participa-
tion in the campaign for equal
rights and civil justice, were
as appalled as some of the
white representatives at the
Ideas, for subverting parental
control of youth.)
Discussion,developed the pos-

stbllKv of quietly arranging
with one of the racial organ-
isations to be staged la con-
nection with church youth
conferences, so that the youth

„ . could be Involved, yet organ-
youth should be Interested in fc^r* of the conference would
getting freedom, ho oaid. got bo responsible.
They acquiesce in their «?# y^ 4one. my homework,
slavery, as It were. I like the we should have had CORE

in their
I like the

idea of giving them contact

with SNCC, voter registration

and such things."
' John Newman, a college etu-

drnt taking a year out to work
with the national Methodist
youth organisation here, de-

clared there Is not enough
conflict in the church, lie sug-

gested that NCC help trigger

sympathetic youth demonstra-
tions all over the US. when
suitable events occur

,

"It

i would bo good for the hide.
: Ksrller be had told the group

This prompted Newman,' —am™
oral Conference" (starting. %ma% devoted to fnea
April 96 In Plttalmrghh ' by one church
Marvin Dirks ol[the Men- m-frorU to get facial matters

nonite Church, Wtwton*.Ken- j^ j^ ^^^^^ eaai{
thought the youth had u stymied !

nt any slenomteaUoaal
already cent out their info
tion. Boyd Hughes of
tlan Church (Disciples
Christ), Indianapolis, said
denomination's IMS progr
calls for youth conferences to
get off the usual conference
sites end go where something
is happening. 8omo Illinois

conferences have already ar-
ranged to switch from their
usual rural camps to the heart
of Chicago this summer, ho
told the group.

When the question of In-
troducing racial matters into
Boys State and Girls Slate
programs came up. Lanier
Hunt of the NOC staff aug-
gested that an attempt he
made to find student* who

were going to such ramps and
train them ahead of time.

•There's always tin* posswU
Sty of getting CORK to stage

a demonstration at the same
'

time,- pointed out Newman.
Throughout the three days,

the comments of the NCC
leaders were to encourage

. brushes with "the system- in

an effort to get young people
Involved In the racial revolu-

tion as It was continually
termed. Kor young people to be
stopped by police was termed
on eserllVnt way to wake
them up to what is going on
In the world antund them.
In his lengthy talk Tues-

day, in*. Williams had pointed

out that NCC staffers and
most church board staffers

are not la any danger of their

jobs because of racial activi-

ties, and had asked how they
might -use this freedom In

the battle for human dignity*
fCnmmittee on Racial Equal-
ity) organise a picket line

when the National Conference
of Methodist Youth met,*
Wood tout Newman. ..-„.» «.«**«»
Newman was eager to get Tllfi NASHVIIAE SANNER

church youth Involved In ev-
eryIhlng—school Integration,
voter registration, political — _• •_ «g Mai
campaign*. -Parents In the rr*, #ea. aa, ww»

north would get as. mad at see-
ing their kids In a labor picket
Una as in a civil rights line.

• . . Wa need to get the kids
notltlcallv involved.-

-—

.

«p»,ir\-»x-:v *.Vi*^n» ,»T,isM::'?,y »ir.^, ., fiMJn, I f . * k *s
m*** **'*"? *^r . hv"£W^
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1/
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I have received the letter of March 25th from your wife and
you, with enclosures, and can understand the concern prompting your
communication.

Assistant Director William C. Sullivan, formerly Chief
Inspector of the FHI, did receive a telephone call from Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr.

,

and dUcussed communism and the churches in response to Bishop Hardin*

s

questions. Both agreed that churches and religious organizations have been
and will remain targets for communist infiltration as are all segments of
our society. Bishop Hardin asked whether the National Council of Churches
had ever been cited as a subversive organisation by the Attorney General.
Mr. Sullivan told him that the National Council of Churches haorhot*een so
lesignated under the provisions of Executive Order 10450. ' Joryout
additional information, It is also noted that it has not been cite&£y the House
Committee on Un-American Activities. CD g -°

= t*
*—•i

«

With respect to my quote you mentioned, this was taiga from
y article which appeared in the February, 1940, Issue of "Re&oog
agazine," which was written to alert members of religious groups "to

immunlst tactics. % /
We must continually be alert to communist attempts to pene-

trate and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective, and
kept within the due process of law.

I hope the foregoing will be of assistance to youJn understanding
background of this situation. As an investigative agency of the Federal

the FBI does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2) (Con't next— DTP:lch(4)

I to »•»
I.

t y . }
!*•!• I

•_» • * MMLJfijOllO TCLCTYPCUMITl %wVS
tf*?^ —
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concerning any organization, publication or individual. Further, this
Bureau does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type. There-
lore, I trust you will understand that conclusions drawn by Bishop Hardin
from his conversation with Mr. Sullivan are strictly those of Bishop Hardin
and should not be used as the basis for inferring either that we do or do
not support his stand.

Enclosed is some material I trust will be of interest, along
with the stamped, self-addressed envelope which you so thoughtfully
forwarded.

•#
ifiincerely yours,

-**
jLBttKB&OBB

;

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (5)

*•£"£

4-1-61 FBI LEB Intro

I

Let's Fight Communism Sanely
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
"Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism"
Stamped, self-addressed envelope

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles. Correspondent's
enclosures - were a stamped, self-addressed envelope which is being returne<
and the article quoting Bishop Hardin as saying he contacted the Chief
Inspector of the FBI who said it was not true that communism was invading
the National Council of Churches. Sullivan to Belmont memorandum 3/9/64,
explained Bishop Hardin's call to Mr. Sullivan and suggested recommendatior.
that a request for a speaker be declined. Mr. Sullivan noted that he eaplaine<

In detail the official Bureau position concerning alleged communist l^fittratloi

Into religious groups and did not give any information which could be tatfUzsd

as a basis for a clearance or nonclearance of this group. The quote sitrwec
to the Director In the correspondent's letter appears In Mr. Hoover's artlftle,

"God or Chaos?" which appeared ln*the February, 1049, Issue of Redbook I

magazine, It appeared on page 7 and is quoted accurately* t
'^"
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*r..*.W.»r Hoover,

F* : of <«-eral !©anl of Investigation,

»»3hir.«rtcn ( i>mt'» .

,-e.r tr.i'oi.ver^-
^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^ truth ^ o^ pe0pu. ^

A rec,n± copy of tbe South Carolina «e1»odiEt Advocate csrrie* a

:l.ort notation by Bishop Paul' Hardin,Jr. .which I shall enclose for your reading.

Mr.Fardin's reference to a telephone conference with tbe "Chief

Inspector of tbe F.P.I, in Washington* is undoubtedly calculated to convince bis

readers thst he was taking to J.Edgar Hoover, and we doubt that seriously, since

we have printed quotations fron you which give the opposite inforaation. Aaeng these

|
quotations, I read that you said, "It is gtiestly to see tbe aonster atbeisa being

nourished in the churches which it seeks to .destroy."

Of course,we can see what the^KaUonal Council of Churches is doing,-

for ourselves. (Our church belongs. and we would give anything to be able to get sway

from it.) But we have full confidence in you and your opinion and believe you

know th» tn>tb better than anyone* else in America.

How can we reconcile Kr.Fardin's statement that tbe Chief Inspector

\

of tie F.B.I.in Washington flatly denies Comsunist invasion in the churcbest

fe t.onder who this "Chief Inspeetor" nay be?

Tbank you if you will etraitfiten us out in this Batter.

Sincerely,

•P
3?

tsc-tt

EX-103
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Noles From The Bishop's Study Tr;
It was six-thirty in the morning when the desk clerk

at the motel in Jesup, Ga. told me that I was wanted on
long distance Dr. Francis Cunningham was calling
to tell me that the main building at Columbia College had
burned to the ground a few hours earlier .... He assured
me at once that no one had been injured and that the girls
had been magnificent in their behavior when disaster
struck like everyone else, Dot and I were shocked at
the thoujrht of the loss of an historic building, with re-
cords and other valuables, but grateful to God that no
lives had been lost Since returning to Columbia I
have been cheered by the fine spirit and determination
f all who are connected with the college President
t. Wright Spears and other administrative officials, the
/acuity and student body, the Board of-Trustees and the
Board of Visitors, the pastor and m^fhbers of College
Place Church and the people of Columbia and South Caro-
lina have all cooperated in laying plans to recover as
ouickly as possible from this devastating blow .... Of
course the alumnae and friends everywhere are lending
their full support and 1 predict that Columbia College will
meet the challenge of its recent catastrophe by making
greater advances more quickly than otherwise would
have been the case .... Let us lend our every effort in
this direction Mr. DeHon Clarkson, our able and
amiable conference treasurer, tells me that the South
Carolina Conference is at the sixty per cent point in the
payment of Conference and World Service Benevolences
for this conference year Incidentally, I trust that
each church and each pastor is giving serious attention
to the ADVOCATE campaign .... A number of people
*Tiave written t** me recently, expressing concern over the
l unfounded rumors that Communism is invading the
[Church and the National Council of Churches So
,

I picked up the phone on Tuesday, February 25th f and
called the Chjef Inspector of the F.B.I, in Washington
and asked him about it He said flatly that it was not
so.... And he is in charge of F.B.1. investigations of./
Communism Some good news:—tomes along oc- '

\xaaiuii»lly, news that thrills me ... . Down in ElbaHMtr*-

\

• >
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bama, the Methodist church was asked to pay $840.00 on
World Service and Conference Benevolences .... With*
out any pressure from anyone the church voluntarily ac-
cepted $1600.00 Things like that strengthen our
faith in our Methodist people .... David Carter is the
highly esteemed pastor there Responses to a recent
printing of these NOTES have been interesting I
am referring to the NOTES in which I wondered if any-
body loved anybody else any more and in which I aaid
that I was fed right up to the neck with hostility A
lot of people seem to feel as I do One of the more
interesting letters came from my old friend Ben Ray in
Birmingham He said that sometimes when he feels
discouraged and is inclined to think that things have
never been so bad he rereadsHhe following quotation:

"It is a gloomy momertt in history. Not in the life-
time of any man who reads this paper has there been so
much grave and deep apprehension; never has the future
seemed so dark and incalculable.

"In France the political cauldron seethes and
bubbles with uncertainty.

"England and the pritish Empire are being sorely
tried and exhausted in a social and economic struggle,
with turmoil at home and uprising of her teeming millions
in her far-flung empire.

"The United States is beset with racial, industrial
and commercial chaos, drifting we know not where.

"Russia hangs like a storm cloud on the horizon of
Europe — dark, menacing and foreboding.

"It is a solemn moment, and no man can feel in-
different, which haply, no man pretends to feel in the
issue of events.

"Of our own trouble, no man can see the end "

This was an editorial in Harper's Magazine, October
10, 1847.

Qa.M^~ .̂
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The Communists have demonstrated time and again their mastery of decep-

tion in injecting their slogans and propaganda into Christian groups ©nthe themes

of "peace,'' ••democracy," "eld to the poor" and "civil liberties. Theyere Just

as facile In dealing with Jewish groups in passing the lie that there Is no nnti-

Semitism in Russia." To the Jew they say that Palestine is the natural home of the

Jews, and to the Mohammedan they deplore Jewish encroachment upon the Arabs.

Selling and pandering the helfish hates of Communism, they represent themselves
..

*• ell things to all people.
*

Individuals who, if they are not Communists, have followed every twist of

the Party's line have defended themselves on the basis of their self-declared nominal

affiliation with the Church. When the Catholic War Veterans asked a group of Com-

munists to declare themselves, as laymen In any church have^ right to ask a

brother, they replied variously from "none of your business to the suffering of

an Individual as a result of such attacks Is small compared to the sufferings of

Christ.**

Many Communist fronts have operated under the guise of some church com-

mission or religious body. It is ghastly to see the monster atheism being nourished

In the churches which it seeks to desTroy. Church leaders can stop thia nefarious

infiltration by taking vigorous action in the boards and commissions under church

supervision. Individual ministers and church members can avoid being hoodwinked

if they will stay close to the fundamentals of their faith. Any minister who cannot

find In his Bible sufficient argument for the cause of liberty and social justice—who

has to borrow the double-talk of the Communists—is in the wrong profession and

should be carefully watched by his official superiors and his congregation.

Religion is the only force that can save our civilisation. Only In religion can

men learn to live at peace with one another, because only religion puts total •mpha.U

on serving others rather than self. In the twilight of despair which to settling on so

many areas of the earth, we must turn to the Fatherhood of Cod.

The aeal of early Christians stamped out paganism In Rome and conquered

the savage gods of the northern barbarians. That same seal e^4 c^«r* ***"•

Communism. It is up to the churches of America to recapture the militant spirit of

Paul and to fulfill the magnificent prophecy of John: •
.

'••And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shell jmdke you free
M.

• •

n \
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received.
Your letter of April 7th, with enclosure, has been

With respect %p your inquiries, information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official
use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have
data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

Enclosed fs some literature I trust will be of interest,
along with the stamped, self-addressed envelope you so thoughtfully
forwarded.

V

Sincerely yours,

J^.fiteac Hoove-

John Edgar Hoover
Director

jxf

£^'

Enclosures (5)

Correspondent's enclosure
Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

'* *»

*s

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

v- *&

T«k,

DTP:rcd (3)

**jmw w., m +m m. .
*». *

: < .-JCTTy *:



lvtt ;

7 April 1961;

1

hsae
1

.

..v;

:*

*

The Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

-

We are facing quite a challenge in* the work of the Methodist Church
here in the South and particularly in the State of Mississippi re-
garding the financial support that the Methodist Church extends to
the NATIONAL CAUWQIL.QF„TH5_CmjRCHES .(HLCHRIST in the U. S. A. due
to persistent rumors about and allegations against the Communistic
infiltrations and tendencies related to the NCC.

Could you possibly furnish me with any information regarding this
situation? Have you ever had any occasion to investigate the'NCC
regarding this matter and, if so, what did your investigation re-

'

veal?

Any information you may furnish relative to this important matter
will be sincerely appreciated.

I am enclosing a self-addressed stamped air-mail envelope for your
use in this instance.

Thank you for your kindness.

A

i>V
V Q
JV
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AprilJ, 1964

..?

besn received.
Tour letter of April 5, 1964, with enclosure, lias

rr»

With respect to your inquiry, I am not In a positloff # .

to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for «rffiiifl1
us* only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance and hope you
will not infer either that we do or do not have date In our files relating to
the organization you mentioned.

"

m

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest
along with the stamped, self-addressed envelope you so thoughtfully

'

forwarded.

MAILED 8

APR ft ~ W64

COMM-FB1

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

*7/"'

Enclosures (5)

Correspondent's Envelope
4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security
Let's light Communism Sanely!
Faith in God - Our Answer to Communism

V ^
f

MO^: Correspondent Is not identifiable InBufUes.
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I have received your letter of March 30, 1964.

CD
*-4 a

With respect to your inquiries, information contained
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official
use only. It is hoped you wtiTnot infer either that we do or do not have
data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

With regard to Mr. Edgar C. Bandy, I have not made a
report such as he indicated. Mr. Bundy does not speak for this Bureau
and you may be assured lye does not have access to data In our files.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

MAILED 3

AFRiJ Wb4

COMMfBI

Sincerely yours,

IBteuKooiec

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (4)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
Faith in God - Our Answer to Communism

%. /
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March 30, 1964

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear Sin

Mr.tVjwr ..

Mr. rn»-,tinn .

•trvlMr.

Mr. Oil •

Mr. R-v»n
Mr. Ktiliirnn

Mr. T»*rt
M- Tr..|fr

TiV. n<*»m .

M »« II !..|. :,

Mia Candy

hV

As a member of the Methodist Church and an interested
citizen in our country^ welfare, I am writing to you to clear up
a matter that is now prevailing.

Mr. Edgar C. Bundy of Wheaton, 111. is going about the
country exclaiming that in a report to Congress you have made, you
proclaimed the National Council of Churches is Communists infil-
trated. Is thislrue or is this fiction * wuat is your opinion of the
N. C. C. _

ilf this "report* is not true, this "so called Major," is
using false documented literature, to deceive Americans and cause
great strife among Christian people.

Your reply will be greatly appreciated by myself and many
Americans. There are so many charges and countercharges con-
cerning this matter that it is difficult to distinquish the truth.

I know you are a busy man but if you could send a reply,
I would be very grateful.

j

Also, if this request is not out of order, please relate
(any information you have concerning the facts about Mr. Bundy.

Thanking.you in advance, I remain,

Sincerely yours,»» . r. r...

COPY:nm CVV

J
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April 9, 1964

•N£

I have received your letter of April 2, 1064.

»
With respect to your inquiries, 1 am not is a §

position to comment along, the lines you have suggested. Information

contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avail*

able for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this

instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have

data in our files relating to the organizations you mentioned.

interest.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of

Sincerely yours,

U Edgar Home

John Edgar Hoover
Director

i»
y

A&P

%J vLEB Introduction 4-1-61

4-17-62 Internal Security

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God - Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable In Buttles..
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April 2, 1964

. >

Hor . J. }&£3T Hoover, Chief
Federal Bureau of Investigation
T.'ashin£t:n f D. C.

Dear Lr. Hoover:

/' r~

Over the i>ast several months in our coomur*ity several

speeches have been jade and nuch literature distributed
su£f eating that the^ationallCpjjpcil 6f Churcheg is aiding
Communism, particularly- through its trork wit;, the race jxJl~

lem.

The charge has also bern made that the Coimunict party

[has infiltrated both te National Council and the iicthodiet

Church.
/

Your oinion on these charges and suggestions trill be

much a* reciated.

ye are grateful for your work and for your influence

for the sake of upright, Itw-abiding citizenship.

Cordially your3,
7

KC 5
/•'*' vf/5 <S 6 7\\o\
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April 8, 1»M
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I lave received your letter of April 4th and can
understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position
to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and'is
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in
this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons
for this policy.

to you.

MAILED a

APR 8- idfe

COMM-FBI

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest

Sincerely yours,

f. Edgar Hooves

John Edgar Hoover
Director

/Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
raith in uod—Our Answer to Communism
-17-62 Internal Security statement

4.61 LEB Intro

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Butties.
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Oentl^mpn:
-+

Our Church,^ feels that
Church has the resporSTBTTityto seek fortnitr^^aTnreas of life. Be-
cause our Church Jteels this way, it has appointed a committee to -uke a care-
ful study of TIE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES as regards rumors that circu-
late concerning its function*

Our Committee is most anxious for a prompt reply, and we do hope that
you will see fit to help us.

One charge that has been brought against the Council is that it is a
Communistic Organization, or that, at .least, it 'has Communistic Leanings*

Would you be able to let us know by letter whether or not you have evi-

Idence or suspicions as to the NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHUHCHE3 being Communis-
tic in its interest and work. A letter would help so much to settle unrest
and commotion in our area.

(Also, it would help us to destroy rumors (if such they are), if we could
be given permission to print copies of the letter you semi.

We hope you will be able to help us in this matter. Just a statement is
all we would need.

Sincerely,

REC-139
/

/ * '-/

11 APR 10 1964
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April 0, 1964

I have received your letter of April 4, 1084.

Ytth respect to your inquiries, I am not In a
position to comment along tbe lines you have suggested. Information
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avail-
able for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this
instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have
data in our files relating to tbe organization and individuals you mentioned.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

£>*'

MAILtO 8

APR (J * Wb4

COMMFBI

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (4)

LLB Introduction 4-1-64
Internal Security 4-17-62
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God - Our Answer to Communism
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MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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TRUE COPY

To whom it may concern: -v

I have heard several things and seen several leaflets and articles \

in various places about the National Council of Churches being affiliated with
Communist organizations, and I would surely appreciate it if you could furnish
me with any documentary proof of any kind, as to what groups or churches belong
to NCC, and some of their past and present officials. Thank you very much.

Yours truly

/s/

/
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AprU 6; 1964

« EX-103

/

'V

%;

I have received your letter of March 31st, with enclosure,

and can understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to tne clipping you forwarded, my speeches

are a' matter of public record and many individuals quote from them
from time- to time; however, this does not necessarily mean that this

Bureau is either in support of or against the position these individuals

assume.

With regard to the National Council of Churches, I am not

in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information

contained in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential in

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this instance

but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy.

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest to

you.

Sincerely yours.

Enclosures (4)

1 -Tfcie&phis - Enclosures (S)

DTP:i

John Edgar Hoover
Director ^/U.y

%y
f
/ &

ggfcS±H

:mc (4) See Enclosures and Note next page.
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Enclosures (4)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
Let?8 Fight Communism Sanely I

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Bufiles. His enclosed
>ut the speech given by Lyon C. Branlett, Jr.,1

je^Clarksdale Rotary Cluo. The pel
is reportedly a program of the Ratio!

;ouncu of Churches about the problems of integration in the Mississippi
Delta area. A reference is made to an FBI study in the 1930's concerning

'

Negro self-determination in* five-state region of the SoutheasternUnited
States. It would appear that reference is being made to the policy of Joseph
Stalin concerning Negrc/s in America. This policy was changed in 1959 at
the 17th convention of the Communist Party, USA (after Stalin's death).
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Mr. >V*hr

Mr. C»4*r_
i Mr. CriUhM-

». ftr>

I Mr. TrrtUT—£-j

«.'.•<• Hohaet-

KUs Cm4r-
\
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The Ho.iorable J. Bdgar Hoover, Director

The Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

jt.ncT.osed is a new* item from the local paper

(ClarksJale Prese-Reyister, March 25, 1964) concerning c

an address given at the local Rotary Club on Tuesuay of

.last week. Though I did not hear thie or the sucseouent

Uddresses made by the speaker.. *we cane away feeling :

that the speaker used an F.JT.I. report to link theMtational !

Kouncil ojLJharches' Delta"Project with the conrainist party.
(

Although I an not in complete agreement with tie aethods or

tactics employed, by the NCC, I do not believe it is follow-

ing the communist party line with its Delta Project. Could

the speaker mentioned in this news J tar be right about the

:»CC»s "Jelta Prefect"? /Is tte National Council of Churches

following the line of the communist party? Are there any

coroiunists in its group? If so, I feel that as e minister of

a member church who lives in an ar3a concerned by this

project, I have a right to know. If the HCC nt3 been given

a clean rill of health by the FBI, I feel that 1'«s* good

people here have a right to know.

I shall appreciate any information you may have on this

subject. Please let me hear from you concerning thin matter

at your earliest convenience.

/

3

Verj truly yours,

,.tfv
•v.*--

i

/.'

H

/ . pS* #
->% liii|lg» ,VT
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Delia Project •

Seen As Call

To Break Law
Bramlett Urges
Stand Against It

Terming the endorsement and
fiifencing of the Mississippi Del-
ta Project by the National Couiv
a! of Churches an •'open call
to law violation in the name of
non-violent protest" and "a gul-
lible acceptance of a foreign
program for weakening the
American nation through racial
agitation under the guise of rc-
Mgious activity," Coahoma .

County planter Leon C. Bram-
*? e *• yesterday asked the
Clarksdalc Rotary Club to re-
cognize the inherent dangers in
the project and be prepared
through knowledge to "cope

>rith it with foresight, calm-
ness, patience and intelligence."

A member of the Citizens
Committee, appointed by the
Coahoma County Bar Associa-
te* last summer when the in-
itial NCC activity began in
Clarksdalc. Bramlett last week
gave the same report to Cooper
Yergcr Post of the American
Legion and is scheduled to ad-
dress other clubs and civic
crouns in the near future.

/

lis written address -included
f

Hailed documentation of sour- 1

h- Including frequent dimSl
Nations from the reoorts of I

y*\h\M\ r»jT7w<wTC?3
the Federal Bureau tf Invest-

igation, the resolution of the

NCC General Board at its Bal-

thnore meeting Feb. tt. when
the so-called Delta project was
first publicized, and compari-

sons of the platform of 1

tnunist Party of the United
States with the details of the""

IC64 program as announces
Bramlett emphasized that

while the "invasion and activity

of these ministers, along with
recruited student aides, will

> prove exasperating and annoy-
ing" to both the Negro and

, white residents of the 15 Delta

rafflties involved, "it is the

duty and responsibility of each
of us to leave the hamftng of

any prob1?ms that may arise

|cn!irc?y wi'hin the dircrclton oT

.our expanded and improving
l
!aw enrorccm-ti* en-M"^ a^i-

\r«
f
iir.*'— ts? .— •••»

if ;*i2

elect*! h--*?-s t* err por.ern-

•To do otherwise, to assume
Continued on Pag.- nine*
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unto Individual Judgments (he

proper response to such agita-

tion, Is to play into the hands
of those who through ignorance
er Intent seek to upset or de»
stray the entire social and eco-

nomic order of this region," be
added.

Conservative Approach

Bramlett opened by saying
that he considered himself, like

many others, "remiss for many
years in accepting the oppor-
tunities of citizenship without the

related responsibilities." Label-

ing himself a "conservative —
in the sense of meaning to save"
be saJd that the chains of the

Constitution which bind our gov-
ernment and protect all citizens

Iran unwarranted abuses by the
j

government face destruction

"unless we all come alive as cit-i

bens, arm ourselves with knowl-
edge so that we will quit being
lugged by fear of an enemy that

we don't understand, and re-

sist successfully the insidious

changes which others would'
farce upon us."

The Ctarttsdala toss ttflhter *

Wednesday Afternoon, MardTSS, 19*4

['Delta Project' Rapped By Speaker
(Continued from Page tone) tlitJffifiped by tracing the In-:

filtration of communists p>spa
gandisU Into the efforts of sin-

cere Americans to evolve Im-
provements in the status of Ne-
groes fai UA society. Quoting
from Lenin** pronouncements of

1913 and Stalin's acceptance of

radal agitation as a party pro-

tram in 1*25, be also dted the

Increasing severity of legislation

in this field from 1M7 through
the CSva Rights Bill of 1K3 now
In Congress.

An FBI study in the 1830s re-

printed a communist uocumenT
calfinglor land confiscation, ab-

olition of 'state boundaries and
"

Negro s^'deternffriaTToirTn"!
JTve^tate region~oT thfSoulh-
eastern VS. T
The NCC statement outlining

the Delta Project dtcTTand
ownership as one of the Ei-
flaws in the present economy
and implies" thai" their program
under a~$St0M direclor

rwiIir¥
$10,000 a year minister fa each
of the IS counties will study
improvement of this problem.

Funds Allocated

The NCC resolution, also ad-

vocates the encouragement of

"noo-violent and passive "pro-
tests, sit-ins, challenges to ex-

isting ordinances and laws, and
resistance to the existing sodal
and economic order.

Hie NCC will furnish 60 per

.cent el the **»**,tSo^o

SntWthc World Op*''
Churches. Salaries will «*/

l^uTstnooo and fhe rmati

fflS' b budgeted lor "ed-

'^cpriu>vcT become "»

tamed to umruiJB.

"to"

itaOH?-

WstortoTthc world. We *ouw,

i^Ssitate to engage h Iffe

controversy wd spert •» w
Sbelids. for »herebno con-

troversy permitted under the

IJS«S oltoose who «old de-

r&Si was tntroducrfjjr

IpeteShelby. program dair-

k".^3

-r«*-jav '.w**<y .<-gy^?-.-^.*i '
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I have received your letter of March 24th, with enclose, ^
and want to thank you for your good wishes for my health. ')<£&

With respect to your inquiries, I would like to point out

that the FBI does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type

«^ toat our fuel are confidential andavailable for official use only,

pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. I can, **•!«*'

assure you that the FBI has not investigated ^-f?PP°^* ~*°°]!
ta

and colleges in North Carolina. For this reason, it would obviously be

Jm^Sbfe for thisBureau to make any authoritative blanket stafement

i^dlng the existence 4 communists or communist sympathies In

these educational institutions.

iNaWith regard to the National Council of Churches, 'a .-".

representative of the FBI did talk to the group mentioned in your

2K?however, they were not given any information fron
>

our fites

to Instantiate their conclusion. Any conclusions drawn by then were

Srfc^teeir own and it should be clearly ^J*** **»^H2!2L
to furnish information to this group should not be the basis for inferring

either that we have or have not "cleared' this organisation.

T«*

ew
OriM

Your interest in writing is certainly appreciated, and I

hope our efforts in carrying out our WPJ^»|^J^?E5!^
/ merit your approbation. I am enclosing literature which I trust will

Ur «- of interest to you. ^/ ^j
Sincerely yours, r O&s^ rr^'r

I 1"- Charlotte - Encs. (2)

John Edgar Hoove!
Director

ee note and enclosures on next page.
A,
u V

a «W\
"-J
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Enclosures
Let's Fight Communism S?nely!
4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
Faith in God

sv

NOTE: Her enclosure described the Episcopal commissionsreported check
with the House Committee on Un-American Activities and the FBI concerning
the National Council of Churches. Mr. Sullivan has explained that this

group was given the Bureau* s official position in regard to these matters
and drew their own conclusion. The portion of the reply pertaining to

the educational institutions of North Carolina was composed in a letter

dated 3-20-64 to a North Carolinian pronrprnincr Governor Sanford's stand

in this matter.!

"6

he issue of communist infiltration into educational

institutions in North Carolina has received considerable attention in the

recent past* /

-2-
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

It has been my understanding in the past that the FBI
is not authorized to issue security clearances to any individual or
organization.

Recently Governor Terry Sanford made a widely pub-
licized statement asserting that you had assured him there was no
Communist membership or sympathy among either faculty or students

on the North Carolina college and university campuses.

The enclosed clipping is from my church paper, The
Lutheran Witness. It implies a clearance of sorts bdng given to the

National Council of Churches by the FBI.

I would like to know whether the FBI has changed its

above mentioned long-standing policy regarding the release of such
information or is the public being misinformed?

Mr. IMnHrfT
Mr. M-.hr
Mr. f*«i-?*r 1 .. J

Mr. r»»*3#K
Mr.G&tvs'
.M- J&J***
»r. r van* ..

Mr. '•nl . „

$HzS-*«' T«r«* ._.

k ''"•' **~T

fc
,c • »»**nfli. ..i_

pi -i W*
Mi?» Caitdy .

LL . ..

a long life.

May I also say, Sir, that I wish you good health and

Sincerely yours,

:'*;

COPY:nm

sr

o

-•»«^r-^T—^»-j-» a^rfc- wffir.M^.
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Red Charge False,

Soys Commission

- Charge* that ihc National Council

of Churches (NCC) harbor* commu-

nis! sympathiser* arc false. toy* the

J«>int Commission on Fcumcnical Rela-

tions of the Episcopal Church after a

2-year investigation of the NCC.
The Fpiscopal commission rc-

porteil that at had met with "personnel

of the House Committee on Un-Amer-

ican Activities and the Federal Bureau

of Investigation" hut was "noi
;
able to

discover any fact of record" that would

support charges of communist sym-

pathies in the NCC.
"The allegation that the NCC has

given iniellectual comfort to the com-

munists hy following certain economic

and social lines is based on the errone-

ous assumption that people who attack

the same economic and sociaj* problems .

must share the same principles," the

report stated, adding:
* The NCC has shown in its litera-

ture, its pronouncements, its action, in

the lives of its leaders, and in many

other ways that its forces arc enlisted

in the fight for free men in a free

world.*'

In its report, however, the Epis-

copal commission noted that the NCC
had exposed itself to valid criticism of

its pronouncements on controversial

economic, social, and political issues by

failing to make clear that "dedicated

Christians may be standing on cither

side of a particular issue.*'

In conclusion the report recom-

mended that the Episcopal Church in-

crease its participation in the NCC.
Included among the recommenda-

tions was one urging that Fpiscopal

C hurch repM'svm\ ,, 've* m the l^CC "use

their influence to prevent reckless and

unwarranted pontifical utterances by

spokesmen and agencies of the council."

9t

3 '?
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UN1TF.D STATES :rnment

Memorandum ?
TO

FROM

Mr. P. J. Baumga:#^ date: March 20, 1964

SUBJECT:

v<

&

1
1
1

Mr. Sullivan ST^
Mr. J.A'.Sixoo ikhN.
Mr. Baumgardner

As you know, various reference^ have been made concerning
possible communist infiltration of theWtional.O&unci.l, of lurches.
Mot too long ago your Section made an analysis which failed to show

that there is any evidence of comnunist domination of this particular
Council

.

_ called me a few days ago to say that he
cb contained Information relating to the A

hes and communist Infiltration. Be said vyj

,

who advises him in all controversial matters,

\

he send these letters or anything like them

had recei
Rational Counci
his attorney. in
had requested o

^^ofChurp

•f^lm^nax
to the :ause they may contain information of Interest to us.

went on to say that he thought also that, while he didn't

scuss the letters over the phone, they may contain something

which we should be aware of. Me said he would like to send them along

for our consideration.
'si-lift rec-9 /ft, $1 y/^/ ' IIOH
tax if he had any information which he thought

~
I told him thafif he had any information wnicn ne thought

he should furnish us it can be done either through our local office

or, if this is not convenient, to send it in directly. Attached

.are copies of these letters. As you can

jeare not Interested in receiving this kind of

"for"they contain nothing that we shouldjce£me/&HQB or take any

action relative thereto. A copy of my reply TsTttached.
^1964

BBOOMMMHPATIOM :

In viewpfthe^act, as indicated aSove, the information

furnished by (contains no new information and is garbled,

no action is Wcwllafy^Pro respect to it. However, it is being placed

in the file for future reference.

Enclosures ^4 ^

72APRH198*

4& . *:•. •-

.* *****

sag.^gyffl^iS5£-^!ss -x'irqpJuf 'j ' ->* ^gy^v^ir,^ "
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Washington, B.C.

March 19, 1964

PBtBONAL AND CONWDgHTIAL

y-A

Apropos of ay tslsphons conversation with
you this sornlng, X an returning the enclosed letters
which you have sent to as. The contents have been
noted, but there is no need to retain the letters
here. Also, as you know, no content can be aade.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

ENCLOSURE

msssm sttwy •***•••» -«^. !-.-»«»—«—<
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April 2, 1964

$

!

^

T«W.

I have received your letter of March 26th and can understand se
the concern prompting your communication. § eg

With respect to your Inquiry regarding the National Council of

Churches, I am not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested.

Information contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for

official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this Instance and hope
'

you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to

the group you mentioned.

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to infiltrate

and subvert every segment of our society. Its efforts are being thwarted by
the FBI's internal security programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution

of Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent public opposition to the

mmunlst philosophy. These achievements are being accomplished through

oiderly, legal procedures.

| Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy and its

4 vocates In the United States continue to pose a basic threat to our country.

m Is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning the true nature

oqthis atheistic philosophy in order that they will be able to resist its eroding

luence. At the same time, opposition to communism must be careful and
constructive, and kept within the due process of law. Q is not enough to be

. merely against communism. We should exhibit in positive ways the superiority

l of our form of government over any foreign ideology. ^ ,

. . A Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part of some to make
ra^&J charges as. to the extent of communist success in gaining influence

DCLtsls^) .
t

\X /Ifiee enclosures and note next page) fjfj &
' .'" //
uulhoomED teletype umrCD
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within legitimate organizations and segments of our society, such as our
religious institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to
penetrate and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

IL E4EU Hoovet

John Edgar Hoover
Director

M

Enclosures (5)

4/1/61 FBI LEB Introduction -r

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement •

'

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism and Crime
"Faith In Freedom"

Si*

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

-2-
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TRUE COPY

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I would like to know if your office has any, reason to think,

that there is any significant Communist Infiltration in the National Council

of Churches.

.-Sincerely

m:"'-
/ Y- /• tfoz.

to APP fl 1964

•1
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gy.yw^,|y,V^ŷ ^;gg^ rfe^^^JIA^ •

"
- **u ^-V*^ -

'

» ^g^^/C^^y^gtf^



•V
f o«

&
*•>

1
1'

"-ii

iff

5&£

r
o
— m

//•/ March 31. 1864

40 - -*; <

,.<•'

I have received your letter of March ?5th. i#7
Information contained in the files of the FBI must be

maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department

of Justice and is available for official use only. Therefore, I am unable to

comment concerning the matterabout which you inquired. I regret I am
unable to be of help in this instance and hope you will not infer either that

we do or do not have data in our files relating to The National Council of

Churches of Christ in the U. S. A.

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to

infiltrate and subvert every'segment of our society. However, the Party's

efforts are being thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs; by

investigation, arrests and prosecutions of Party functionaries, and by

wide-spread, intelligent public opposition to the communist philosophy.

These achievements are being accomplished through orderly, legal proce-

dures. *»

Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy anil its

advocates in the United States continue to operate against the welfare of our

country, tt is Important that our citizens educate themselves concerning

the true nature of this atheistic philosophy in order that they will be able to

resist its eroding influence. At the same time, opposition to communism

must be careful, constructive and kept within the due process of tow. It

Is not enough to be merely against communism. We should exhibit to positive

ways the. superiority of our form of government over any foreign ideology.

4 - Savannah v Enclosure a V
(4) ! fir/ See Note and Enclosurefenext page *
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Enclosed is literature I trust you will find of interest. You

nay also want to refer to my books, "Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of

Communism/* which were written to help Americans gain an Insight Into

the communist strategy and tactics, both in this country and abroad. Copies

may be available at your local library.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (5) .
-

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Communist Illusion and *Vmocratic -i Reality

The Communist War Agains^Human Dignity

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record ct correspondent.

-2-
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
F.B.I. Headquarters
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:
•r < -/

March 24, 1964, (

held a meeting of the Women of the

Church. The purpose of this meeting was to decide whether to vote

yes or no as to ^whether we should join our individual churchesgroup
of women to the National 'Council of Church Women here infl g
The Motion to join wis gabled until our September meeting.

Here is what I seek - Information and advice I I have

in hand pamphlets which were put out by St. Mark6 Vestry Committee
Report on The National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
and Communism in Our Churches by J. B. Matthews, Former Chief

Investigator for the Committee on Un-American Activities of the U. S.
/

House of Representatives. /
/

How can we best fightthis infiltration of the National

Council of Churches Organization by joining with or not joining with?

My viewpoint Is that by not joining we are doing exactly as
the Communist wish in the first place. By not feeding money Into the organizati

& power of numbers behind the good done by the organization - the communist
have stopped their competition for souls in the bud - Should we not clean out

the infiltration 6 continue in our good work - What other organization can do

the work? There is no substitute organization! Am I thinking wrong? The
opposite viewpoint expressed yesterday was that by not joining we gave the

organization no power or steam to do their evil with. I say then our

v > t

/•••
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Christian commission set for us in the last verse of Matthew to go and

preach & do good in the name of Christ will stop unless the organization

of National Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches

continues.

Please take a moment and send advice as to how to take this

up In my own church - Thank you.

Truly yours,

Wv.'-j.ff'', """.ie- rr" 1 l*,* -*• '„ ium l %A* i* *&*?**:-*+•; w.-»v3f^\rv?~
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

MAT IMI •***« ^ ^^V
•M Mm «•. HO. tr

fy~
^^p

UNITED STATEiw.bVERNMENT

Memorandum
ilr. A. II, Belmont

Ur« "*• C« Sullivan,*

c

date: March 25, 1964

1 - Hr. Belmont .

1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. DeLoach.
1 - Mr. Sulllvao
1 - Mr. J.A.81zoo
1 - Mr. Baumgardner
1 - Mr. R. V. Smith

m

L*

Reference is made to the enclosed letter from the above-captioned
person dated March^21, 1964, wherein he inquired about the Bureau*

8

evaluation of the National CouncJ "" —•
***"*

—

% *&'»«* ----» —
wit!

, in February of this year, wrote a letter to the •

DirecTQnHKni^Bquiries about Billy James Bargis, Dan Smoot, Cofl .

Mclntire, and Edgar Bundy's Church League of America. Be indicates
that he questions that these irresponsible people and their movements

re extremists. (94-5-539091

RECOMMENDATION:
REC14

r>'be

S-: ' I

That the enclosed proposed l^ter^'be sent from the Director to
the captioned individual.

Enclosures •< <" > • r .' - ' ' ^
VCS:djw/lml

(8)

•%/»•*' r«dekcb

*.vm nfivjn* r>? ^V*-*1*^-'***. i » .',.m rr?-
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Uarch 26, 1964

Your tetter of March lilt,* with eneloaure , has feeea rtetIved

and t certainly appreciate your kind coninente regarding the FBI asd my adatug «?

IstratiJc of IL The sentltceat >oa expressed and >our conllitf.ee la thfc* Boreag ^
aieao a great deal to oiy associates aad »»e. We regret Chat there haa bees ~n i ^
some coueaton concerning thla Bureau'a policies. - -

Aa I indicated in roy letter U feu of March lad, the FBI doei~»

«

not rcake evaluations aa to the character or integrity of any organization, g
publication or individual. Thla U true in connection with the National Council ?
of Churchea.

Aeeletant Director William C. itolllvan did receive a telephone

cali from Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr. , and discussed communism and the churches

In re^pon** to Bishop Heroin** questions. Both agreed that chorchea and

—seiiglous organiratloce have Leea and will recala targets for coaewnuit inf11-

^triilon aa are all eegmeata of our society. Bishop Hardin atattd he eas

- S> eofcpletely and vigorously opposed to comamnlam and that he would have

q *" no nlng whatsoever to do with any organisation that wan connected with con*-

d ^3 num. He aaked whether the Nattoaal Council of Churchea had ever been

£ cf ed aa a aubveraive organlaaUon hy the Attorney General. Mr. ewlllvaa

s to d bin that the national Council of Churchea had not been eo dtelgnated under

—the provisions of Executive Order 10460. For »our addUioaal information, itt
la alao noted that It haa not heen cited oy the House Cocintttlee oc t:a-Aaierlcan

Actlvitiea.

i

*••

1 - Mr. Belicoai (rewrUe of 3-26-04)

1 - Mr. Moor " " m

1 - Mr. OeLoach
1 - Mr. MklUvaa

X -Mr. J. A. fiixoo

1*- HrM#>eicaxdner
1 - Mr. R. w. health

V:

ed next page)

Vf:

HOTS next page
* +2
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In response to another question regarding churche» and clergymen
In general, Mr. Sullivan explained that because of Cht investigations of the FBI
and rising public opposition to this evil philosophy, communist efforts to InfU-

Irate religions Institution* have been largely thwarted and the overwhelming
majority of our clergymen are completely loyal to tbU Nation,

Ton were previously furnished a copy of "Let's right Communism
Sanely1" which tna!a» note of thin ease fact la the laet paragraph. The literature

I sent you also emphasised my concern over antlcommuclst actlvtUes which
confuse, divide and tend to weaken us as a people at a time when we must be
clear-thinking, united and strong la the lace of world communism.

Regrettably , there has been a tendency on the part U sons to

wake exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success la gaining

Influence within legitimate organizations la eur society, such as our religious

Institutions. *e must continually be alert to communist attempts to penetrate

and Influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective, and kept

within the doe pr-jcta* of law.

I hope the foregojag will be of assistance to you la understanding

the Jbackgrotmd oi this situation. Too will note that these Isets do not constitute

an evaluation of the National Council of Churches.

<*?. \
olacerely yours,

g.Etf^rHocwer

H

NOTE: tiee Sullivan to Belmont memorandum of 8-25-64 captioned:

•»•

^**--i3»r™»^:^wcTriw»«»?S'?!^^ F* *^*J-i**'iV-" "_ -
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March 21, 196b

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

Department of Justice

* Washington, D.C.

x 6

Y
Dear Mr. Hoover;

I wish to thank you for your reply of March 2, 196fc. I realize how busy

a aan you are. I have just one other question to ask you, however.

First of all. I should tell you that Tram a Methodist. I am a member of the

lln the March 3. 1964, issue

of the Methodist Christian Advocate, the Official publication of the Alabama

West Florida Conference, Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr.. in his column NOTES FROM

THE BISHOP'S STUD? made the following statement:

"A number of people have written to me recently,

expressing concern over the unfounded rumors

If. T"I«OT^
"fri rw'tnff >nt

Mr? •
Mr. [r

MrJ
Mr. r«c
M-. °* Amifir

Mr. KffSkB

Mr. Call*

Mr. Ifc*»«1!\f\
Mr. *oi:;i

Mr. Topi
V *K!*»"T

Ronm
Mr I! In. i*

i-

'Cu.

that Communism is invading the Church and the

Rational Council of Churches ... SO I PICKED

UP THE PHONE ON TUESDAY, FEBRDARY 25TH, AND

CALLED THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF THE F.B.I. IN

WASHINGTON AND ASKED HIM ABOUT IT . • • JBLStEL

FLATLY THAT IT WAS HOT SO . . . AND HE IS IN CHARGE

OF F.B.I. INVESTIGATIONS Q&g»l0ggfc <fr
" '&*~fr;lS£ j^

"y-T. -r.T 1*^ wjiwpb.:^' »-?»'"^-; -
-' * i. uairw-i^w iMP^WW^mnn, ifTT
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To esy the least, Mr. Hoover, I an confused. The reason for this is

rather simple, Z think. In you letter to as of March 2, 1964, you

aade the statement "Tou say be sure, however, that this Bureau has not

investigated The National Council of Churches." Tet Bishop Paul Hardin,

Jr., says that this Chief Inspector of the F.B.X. gave him a clean

slate as far as the National Council Churches is concerned.

Also, in your letter to me of March 2, 1964, you made the following

statement: *Vith respect to your Inquiries, the FBI being an invest,

lgative agancy of the Federal Government niether makes evaluations

nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of any

organization, publication or individual." let Bishop Paul Hardin's

statement of March 3. 1964, would lead me to believe that this Chief

inspector of the F.B.I, did just this in relation to the question

the Bishop asked him.

And, Mr. Hoover, in concluding the second paragraph of the March 2, 1964,

letter to me, you made this statement: "Therefore, I trust you will under-

stand why J am not in a position to comment along €he Unas vou have

suggested . As I recall. Mr. Hoover, one of "the lines* I aupgested"

comment was as to whether Communism had anyof its forces acting within•^^^»a*^^

the boundaries of the National Council of Churches. Now the following

statement was made by you in an April 17, 1962, publication entitled

"INTERNAL SBCURITT" :

• 7. The FBI is as near as your telephone. The first page of

telephone directories shows the number of .the nearest FBI field office.

Each office is open 24 hours a day, including Saturdays,

Sundays, and holidays. Tou may furnish us information either

by telephone, letter, or in person. Beta in FBI files is

held confidential; hence. VE CANNOT INFORM TOU REGARDING THE

RESULTS OF AKT INQOIRT VE MAT MAKE BASED ON INFORMATION TOU

SUPPLY. NEITHER CAN HE CONFIRM -OR REFUTE TOUR SUSPICIONS
RELATIVE TO SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, NOR CAN VE SUPPLT
CHARACTERIZATIONS OR EVALUATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS,

OR PUBLICATIONS."I

-»..;»•-.. ...--..%.w«^h^j
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Again, Zt appears to me that this la just what this Chief Inspector of

the FBI did In the telephone call supposedly made by Bishop Paul Hardin,

Jr.
"

So, Mr. Hoover, from the forgoing statements of fact, I hope you can

understand why I am "confused."

How, some two pages ago, I said I bad one other Question to ask you.

That Is simply this;

I
"Did you really mean what you said about the

F.B.I, not being able to give out Information

concerning one's suspicions of Individuals,

organizations, and publications OR did Bishop

Paul Hardin, Jr., in fact obtain such from

the Chief Inspector of the F.B.I?"

I sincerely hope you will be able' to clear some of this up for me.

Let me hasten to say that I have the greatest regard and respect for

you and your fine Bureau. As long as I can remember John Edgar Hoover

has been the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This

statement makes me very proud to be an American. I read In yesterday's

paper that President Johnson is due to Issue an Executive Order which

will allow you to contine to be the Head of the F.B.I, past your retire-

ment age. You don't know how happy I was to read this. I don't think

this country knows how fortunate It is In having you as a servant.

I thank Cod each and every day'.

For your convenience, I am enclosing • photoststic copy of the statement

made by the Bishop. I pray that you will not evade my OHB Question.

I

>^ i^^ v^- *F ' g^T»m-w g«p —«—«* ,
»»«— -y-'. "<*' ~-*-.i*'

-> - ^fv^ » »'»ji« j y> >» mymm r? »
-
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March SI, 1904

Dear I

I #

Your letter of March 23rd, with enclosures, has

fcj.>'

At**,
\"«

VX 0-Usc* JL
^^p *1 —

9

&F^ DFC

been received.

While I would like to be of assistance, the files of

the FBI are maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations

of the Department of Justice and are available for official use only.

I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have Information

inr our files relating to the subject of your Inquiry.

With regard to Mr. Smoot, he was employed In the

FBI as a Special Agent/from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951,

when he voluntarily resigned for personal reasons. Since his

writings at the present time are personal ventures of his own,
I am unable to comment concerning them.

In response to your inquiry concerning Mr. Phllbrick,

he furnished information concerning subversive activitins on a
confidential basis to this Bureau from 1942 to 1952, for which he was
compensated. Bis services were terminated with his appearance
as a witness in the trial of the communist leaders in New York City.

Sincerely yours,

VEdgar Hctow

John Edgar Hoover
Director

B£38M«» W
%J

HJULROOMl TELETYPE UNITI

(See note next page)
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'Orresponoencs enclosures are newspaper
spinas concerning the National Council of Churches.
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March 23, 1964
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1

Hr. Edgar Hoover
Fsderel Bureau of Inveatigation
tefaehington, D.C.

Deer Mr. Hoovers

*-/

e editor^ the
iwrote end which

X
Ae e direct reault of a letter
Cincinneti Enquirer which'

her viewa on communism in "tne national Council of

\ Churchea thinga have really been hopping in Cincinnati.

Although she only received two repl*es which diaagreed

with her ahe has certeinly received countleaa who are

in complete egreement. Aa a reault of this the rest

of my femily end meny members in my church have

chenged from being merely Non-communists to fervent

Anti-communists. One of her disssnting replies came

from e minister inmvowndeKomineti,on (Diseiplss of

Chriat- of which fl I^Mj'^Uer 50 yrs.J

one came fromV 0fl I
w,r' mi.

politely leughed oTT the feet ihet it wes even possible

thet the Council could possibls.bs in any danger of

eommuniam. Hia, problably hiatoric quote, wes There is

• no dsnger in this country, of internel communiem.

I T"em heppy to ssy thet the rest of the^ P family

/ does not agree with him end phoned to eay so.

I Now to come to the purposeof
1 which I attend, The« z+rmm+mU A has made me cfllxrmen of a commxxxeexo investigate

ffnepossibility of the truth in«J[ fc **;£"•
I concerning the Netionsl Council 6T Churcnes with the

purpose of deciding whether or not we should pull out

of the council. Although I em completely convinced

I went to be completely feir so thet those who oppose

the move will be as sure es I am. Thsy neve complete ^^
faith in yjui, X am hoping that you could give ao»e**-f

concrete to ahow the committee. Also,* our minister

strongly opposes ua and hes called Hr. Pen

"moot e disbarred F.B.I. eoent flp>pftlthe pulpit,. , Would ..:

B to clear thi
ttXtti^f-il6»e>t^//\ V

bh yourf*rgeniretion cno\ir you cenj£» ^j
you plejaae help me

i- £4>reaent stetis with *»»..,,».*-•—— --— —~r~ ,. l-^rrt
\ ATgive/piis reason for leaving I would epprdcTISe-W

x\*l Thdnk you vary much for any help you can fiAhft uV-***I

S tlffnk we ere geining a toehold in informing some very

tf Jleretofore, misinformed persons of the tr*ia-*»tato
:
c*f^

£*/.

^^hln9-

?
0Ji^i

T.fs=rn » i up -ww y^fiv •^rTMrtt^r^^v^T^T-
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Mr. Hoover:

We are also interested in how Mr. Philbrick stands

with your organization. My particular interest stands with the youth

I am youth director in our church I understand there arc plans to

teach our young people in the summer camps to break the law.

Thank you

4

ENCUOSUSE

/
RB-tt/i

** /l, S 1..U&'1

*>:;'
r>

, '
i-.hi ji Mtww?.jwnm !—.

»
.»» ni/. '"vj»w;iCT''''wT>gf
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iere Is No Danger

From Internal Reds'

ill
1
*!? °?u2&' *3llch te completely autonomous, with theNational Council of Churches. The National femctl e?

I Churchesfa stotetly • representative bodymade upofdele-
I gates and hoard members officially elected!* the eon££
unchurches. Whatever they say Is said by those ott2y

|

fleeted representatives, and any ddtgtttmTo im^
ucuiar church may dissent on any vote taken by the National

I Council of Churches. They speak for themselves asd&ecatML

certain^ do not bind the members of those churches. This

SS 5E»ffitefy *** "* * "^ *nled * «*»»»*»

i^e^leets tospendmg *9M,ooo m hall bonds for racialtoaonstratcrs." There Is no evidence that any suchTSm
t thejt tor such .purpose But the work die National

iftiniii-JfK<%mSe8LP0,n,nl«tan °* Belteion and Bace.

KSLJSS1^ *^5? «*»«* Committee let iJpTto
MHMftP after a White House conference two yeariW

, o 222t.LJ5£JF?u<l!2 * • »«nber. »ecuredtherelease
m mwSS^* ? locke<1 »P m an abandoned wStentSrr
5 ?^*5SKL.'

—^ "*"« *** «* evldenUy^eJelwSlEZ
?ne

t
mWUe^c5nm1o^P^rt m °e0*ta**
Jhe National CouncO Of Churches fa not pacifist andnniit_L "* wwiuHiu » vnurcnn u not

•i ctotrning.

BWBlsiaftaJUnarteTtoday
* ^ **•»•»

"

NaUesalBank

.. ^
r
iM~^^K >*-%i tujrix^!^&^,Tz*j^**i&^v^** >3 *m.

m
t '*-"^^3g?^î L£*£V '!^
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S fodders' Views

'Church Council

Needs An Awakening*
TO THE EDITOR: As daughter, granddaughter and

niece of three deceased. well-loved Cincinnati derevmen?*•»• "efiSf1 Missionary to «* Oman. I feel eertainnone
of them * resting In peace If he la aware of how well many
clergynien and the Council of Churches are demonstraUni
the effectiveness of the Communist* to using our chinches/

... *S,
ert>«rt Fhllbrlck. TBI counterspy, said. The church laUie Mo. 1 target of the Communists In America!- J. MrarHoover has expressed real concern over the eafety ofour

SfH01!^?* lon* •* Communists can secure clergymen to do
their evil work." And Earl Browder. while atuTJeader of theAmerican Communist party, aaid at one of^leralnsrtS-you would be surprised to team that we hare many min-
isters active In churches who are members of tlie jparty.-^
* *? *, tax-exempt organization, the council Is supposed
to refrain from political activities: yet in orguustogthe
Xi855^2nw?^1

'
,1«niB« * PeUtlons for the passage rt

the civil rights bill, and lobbying for many controversial po-
UUcal issues, it is ignoring the conditions for its exemption!

IM52niL,n ? bo»«eSLoi spending $90,000 for ball bonds
or rsciai demonstrators. They hsve sent and paid students to
participate in sometimes militant demonstrations, and are
advocating "forced integration."

^^
^meneoundl leaders, speakers and clergymen are say-

ing, niandsm may be Gods means to Christian fulfillment

wii
lJ5^.^JJB'^*J?5!2CT,l5L*?1 IMled» Ood has put

His blessing on the Communist system.'' when hundred/of
SFJEZ ********* to Oommunlstftont crganhaUons
and when the council makes political pronouncements on
highly controversial issues, they are dividing us to our con-
n-egauons. losing support for the council and weakening
the strength of Protestant America, which is just what
Khrushchev has ordered.

If you belong to a member enrich of the Council and are
"

not to accord with this fraternisation with atheistic Commu-
nism, launch a protest in your own denominaUon and pray
that somehow the council may be brought to its senses.

RUTli 1MHOFT SCHUMACHER. Mi Kemper Rd.. Love-

r~r* w>v***.\+r+r+ . .
is

fc.,r^§j frtfejTu m . . yf *•? ?*
T,.«7t77:- -,*

ft
1^ ' i"l JWi^ .jg , .. jl 1

j > n
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March 20, 1964

«BI>23 ')> '- t'^iu

Tour letter dated March 21, 1964, has been received. * -, , V -->

O
rn

The FBI is unable to supply the information you requestdP o
about the National fioyneil of Churches since data in its tiles must be |—i g
maintained"as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department
of Justice and is available for official use only. Please do not infer that o
we do or do not nave material in our files regarding this organization.

Your communication alleges that spies were brought into

this country. The FBI has jurisdiction over espionage matters, and if you

have any facts in your possession regarding such activities, they should be

furnished to our office located at 500 Wldener Building, Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania 19107.

enclosed is literature it is hoped will be of interest to you.

VI

I I

/
Sincerely yours,

I. Edgar Hoover

John Edgar Hoover
Director

«f

Enclosures (3)

Talaoa f:
VZZL i - Philadelphia - Enclosure

, NOTE: Correspondent wrote March 2nd and want*i tbe 3
tement opiosing the Supreme Court's decision rec&rdinc r«:tc%as

tools and urged the Director to support correcixo l«
%ci*lav. *«r.. V \

Mply was sent on March 5th pointing out that it had been the--Llrsitsr't lanr-sandi

liblfe^elral
""

icjrfe&rclr'aln from injecting the Bureau Into legislative setters.

;:deda«>^ Enclosure, and Note next page

*
II f MAtLftnOM CJ TiajrrviT unit I

The National

to*

-— *K-—*tV^-
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Note Continued:
• *—

Council of Churches has arranged for visits to this country of Russian Orthodox

clergymen. Conservative religious groups vigorously opposed this action and
claimed some of the Russian Orthodox clergymen were espionage agents. This

letter is intentionally formal to preclude further efforts involving the Director

In this group's controversy.

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

FBI LEB Intro 4/61
The Communist Party Line

-2-
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover

t

Thank you for your recent latter* I completely understand mly
it is necessary for you to taka tha stand that you do on Bibla Raiding

and Prayar in tha schools. As chairman of thia oonuaittas I have

worked thia issue from every eonelvablo tngfele and have finally eoae to

a surprising conclusion that our biggest opposition is the National

Council of Churohes and their Ministers. Us understand the M. C. C. mho

is very friendly with the Russia Orthodox Church has brought apies into

thia country thru church association. There is suppose to be five

different groups according to our information. We j~

situation ig the Hew York Tines with the assistance

attorney in Mew Jersey and we also expeotp
V. C. C. aenbera are already objecting to

to preserve our religious heritage. I need all the information that you'

oan give me or have someone- aide give me on the leaders, of the Rational

Counoil of Churches. Anything that you aand which maybe confidential.

pleaae ao state. If you ao desire a delegation will coma to your office.

tŜ

r"

V
>4

Your prompt reply will be appreciated.

Moat sincerely yours.
k

n

t< jm. i', lJTy^M' <">-^"' *?!"*»" '. rMi"" <m&r^nri£m~~-9ir— i^- CTH»T!l|W!
,"?"»'
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March 2$, 1964

^1 It |~ • I |Wl > 1

1

Dear Mr. Wood:

I have received your letter of March 20th and can.,
"" ui
a
so

••»

understand the concern prompting your communication.
5 ^

With respect to-your inquiries, I am not in a position «.

to comment along the lines you have suggested* Information contained

In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for official

:. use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this Instance and hope you
~» will -not Infer either that we do or do not have data In our files relating to
'• the matters' you mentioned.

- .J."., in regard to Mr. Karl Prussion, he assisted this Bureau

'by furnishing information on subversive activities from November, 1049*

3d July, 195$, during wMch time he was compensated; however, he was

4K>t a Special Agent. His personal ventures and his opinions and comments

are strictly his own and the FBI is unable to comment In any way whatso-

ever.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest.

Sincerely yours.

m
John Edgar Hoover

Director rU-'
k

ti

TW»

_l2iL" 'W RoJcD'TOXT

IT*
9 *

See Enclosures & Itote next page)

•TCLCTYPC UtftTa &
^•i-SirrS**'
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Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
4-61 LEB Intro

4-17-62 Internal Security statement

Faith In God—Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Committee of

Christian Laymen, Inc. , is known in Bufiles as being bitterly opposed to

the National Council of Churches (NCC) and has waged an aferessive fight

against it. This group has attempted to use the FBI as a tool in its fight

against the NCC. ^
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VJ.

i*r*r Lx# noover #

I aave a poaohlet entitled "The foticnal Council cf Saxarches of^Chrtst" _
published' by tae Ccnxnitteo of Christian "liyroeri~Inc. of ^ocdlkni iilils,

California, Tills pr.mphlet ankes-^oth fftjse statements and dra~s

thoroughly urr^errsuted conclusions from.quoted st" tenants*

fills ncmoulet mentions tie F.S.I, in tae follorinj; rry and I quotes y*
n
dr.Zic Station TTiUT, Aurjustr* uoor^ie £ove a re ort by ilnrl IVusslou, a X*

1 counters»y for tue F.ii.l. for treaty-t^o yecrs, cu !!rrtin Luther King (A^S
| in mich tae ;rcss quotes Prussicn ns follars* '."jartin Luther '£\\\£

is r ri'inber of 310/3 Coan^uistf front or^r.nisaticis th-;n my CaxrnLst

in tio Jnit.i 3-ate3. '-rrtin Luther Kiag beloa-c to sixty Ccs.rr.mist

front organizations
l"

ul* correcirte Mery -vach pr.3~cr3 to tae follo^inr uostlons concerning

above
* luctcJ s !." tor*»nt so thr.t I rill hrve evllcnce of t*e truta

-oaiMlete falsehood of the statement. V
(1) Is ~rrl "Yves ion a "counterspy" for the F.b.I. and did he nctoe A

suca c strteiaont in re-9rds to l>rti;i Luther Ki«-i£? I

(2) Joor: :>rfcin Luthor Kin£ belong to. "sixty Ca.inunlst front /
organisations? or for that inettor does he beloij; tt any

Co.x,':unist front organisations?

lastly, 1 *-ould like your opinion of ti*e Actional Council of Caurchos

and ho» much of * bulwark r^pinst Cojciunisn does it reprosent?

Toit'ii: you very zuch for your help in tills n*tter.

Sincarely

,.4<0

t^'fr
fjr*iwmv*.w w. »g—'..

' nw;-.";4»*««^».w"Bi^w*t"^j r-T^^r *Utt.»- *.,y^'.^^ -*.
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%r united states ^Rrnment

Memoramum
f

TC>

FROM

Mr. W. C. Sullivan > .*? date: Unrch 25. 19&4^

Mr. F. J.

O
Baumgardner.

,-r

subject: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
INFORMATION CONCERNING
(X1RERNAL SECURITY)

1
1
1
1

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Belmont
Sullivan
Raungardner
Kleinkauf

•>

/ \y^\You will recall that in March, 1950, we prepared a
brief on "Communism and Religion" with particular emphasis on
the National Council of Churches (NCC). Our brief showed that the
National Council was not under the. domination of communists. Since
that time we have been alert for any information concerning communist
infiltration, domination or control of NCC, particularly in connection
with the national officers of NCC.

It is noted that the national officers are elected on
a triennlum basis. My memorandum to you dated 9/20/61 set forth the

identities of the national officers for the 1950-63 triennlum together
with the results of file reviews concerning those national officers.

The above
memorandum pointed out that tbe next election of national officers
would take place in the latter part of 1963.

On 3/23/64 the Washington Field Office secured and forwarded

to the Bureau a list of the national officers elected in the latter

part -of 1963 for the triennlum 1963-19G6. In this regard it Is

notedAbat a booklet currently being distributed by NCC still carries

tbe officers elected for the 1960-1963 triennlum; however, Washington

Field wis able to secure the list of officers elected for the 1963-1966

trieimiuw which the person whom they contacted at NCC stapled over the
' of thp booklet containing the old officers.

100-50869

JHK:mar/fJht>
(5)
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
BE: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
100-50869

3L>

••4r.

ACTION :

We are presently having the names of the new national
officers of NCC searched through Bureau indices and upon completion
of the file reviews concerning these individuals a memorandum
will he prepared setting forth the results of our file reviews
and analyzing whether any of the national officers of NCC are under
any communist control or domination*

Vl<:

7*-

y'f; v
a /
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HED5 100

1 - Mr. Belmont
1 - Mr. Hohr
1 - Br. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Sisoo
1 - Mr. Moor* arch 16-1964

i

^Ofl9- '***

#

Please refer to your latter to ma datad
arch 11, 1964.

mm? m

Him
•-Ho

B?O

N-V

f7 The filaa of this Bureau are confidential and,
therefore, no eoament ean.*be made concerning areas In

. which you are Interested. Mo conclusions, either positive
v dr negative, should be drawn from this stated position.

•* .? It can be stated that while churches and related
religious organisations have been targets of communists
theirEfforts have been thwarted by the FBI's internal
security programs and by Investigations, arrests and
prosecution of Coamunlat Party officials, further, communist
activities have been neutralised by calm and rational public
oppnaitfon emanating from the major segment of our social
ord>r. '.'•'*

•• *

Jfhe communists have not, in any way, changed
their goals and, therefore, we must continue to be alert
to prevent-them from making any headway in our free
institutions.

£o 4%

MA1U0 19

MAR 1G 1964

C0MMFB1

V 4*

V Sincerely yours

» Edgar nowar
John Bdgar Boover

Director x )

- .-,, ».Tw».* .W.* . r-i*v *j -^~ *
v"
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March ll t 19^

Honorable J. Edrar Hoover, Director
United Statrs Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
W.i-hinptnn ?5. D. C #

Dear Kr. Hoovers

I an very much concerned about the possibilities of the communist movements
within these United States, especially vithin the areas so vitally affecting
our youth, namely the Church. /)f^*

Therefore, I submit the following statement by Bishop PauaHlardin of
Columbia, South Carolina which appeared in the March 3, 196* issue of
The>*iethodift Christian Advocate, the official publication of The Alabama-
West Florida Conference of The Methodist Church,: .

"A number of people have written to me recently, expressing
concern over the unfounded rumors that Communism is invading
the Church and the National Council of . Churches* • .So I picked
up the phone on Tuesday, February 25th, and called the Chief
Inspector of the F.B.I, in Washington and asked him about it.*.
He said flatly that it was not so. . .And he is in charpe of
F.B.I, invectipations of Conrrunism.

11

Please confirm the above.

In Bishop Hardin's sermon delivered in Dothan, Alabama the evening of
March R, 19^ t he made the same statement along: with other comments.

Is
me, this leaves the impression that your bureau has made an evaluation

conclusion in this instance. /

I

Does this mean that the National Council of Churches has a clean slate

w5th your bureau? Does your bureau have evidence to prove that there are

no communists, communism or communistic leanings among the officials and
leaders within the National Council of Churches? Do any of the p^brrams
of the National Council of Churches parallel those of the Conmuniftts?

I f*reatly appreciate the work which you and your department are doinrr

and Iiave the utmost faith in your bureau. You are hiphly commended and

admired.

Thank you very much for the attention which you

ENCLOSURE j
VeQLtruly yours

.APIU513G4
'

u way give the above?*/' '*' g—

Wt*icv«*»-.*« -, —
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Dlotes 2VO/Tt

_i7ie SBishops Siiuly

ma

Bishop Hardin

|Thc Union Springs church dilem*

fta ha> now reached the court stage

and I am sure that all of us deplore

this unfortunate circumstance . . .

I have refrained from making any
more public comment than was ab-
solutely necessary because* I do not
feel thai the case should be tried in

the public prcs* . . . Thousands of
people, including many Methodists,
do not understand the difference be-
tween a congregational church (like

the Baptist) and a connect ional
rhtin-h Hike the Methodist) . . . Dr.
J. B. Nichols* recent article was
helpful in this rcsooct . . . Any
Methodist who desires to leave the
Afcthooisl fellowship is free to do
so but what has been attempted nt

Ifnion
Springs ir: in the final nnaly-

is an ;ittcmnt to disruot the polity
.til established structure of The
Mhnrlist Church . . . Only the
iom-i.il Conference has the ri^ht

to flu that ... ft is significant to
note that the ho .il incmlvrs of Tlie
Mcth'-dist t'hunh there aiv contin-

* uing to function, although deprived
temporarily of tho use of Methodist
properiv . . . Ii i< h most unhaooy
and unnlcasauf situation . . . The
Reverend Cor v don Fiiedrich is now
the nawfor of ||;e Union Springs
Mctlvidist C'hunh . . . The former
pa>tnr has publicly annoiMie«*d his
wven nro i i o m Th*» Methodisl
Church, yet continues fo be orient

-

tfl as tin* pastor of the Union
Sptinris Mctht«l : st Church, and
Hitl;s fo hi< crorlcntials as a Meth-
odilt minister, although his niiuis-
lerlil privilege- as such have been
KiisfxtiMtil accord inr to the rules of
The UMIiikIM r-|nir*-h . . . There
is nothing good almtit the whole sit-

uation .;. . Although T think that
they lire wmn» in what they arc*
trying to do 1 know that ihe people'
who are attempting to withdraw
and fake the property with them
nre honorable people — and as a
bishop of The Methodist Church I
am U-ft with no choice but to up-
hold the taw and structure of the
Church ... I made a special trip to
Union Springs to seek a reconcilia-
tion and my effoils were reject-
ed .. . The Methodist Church con-
tinues to hold o|K-n the doors to
i hose who will leiurn to her min-
»*lry . . . So much for that ... A
number of people have written to

recently, ivpecssiug concern
^ llllfotUKtcd lit I: lll.i*

Communism is invading the Church
and the National Council of Church-
es . . . «Sn I pirkedjip the phone
on Tuesday. February ^5lh " and
ra Ilea* The"Chiei inspector "oTThe
f.BT. irrWa^htnptoirand asked him
aUouMT". . r Ihrsaid fla*l1y~thal il

was mil so .T: And fie is in charge
oT_FU.I. Investigations orTommu-
nism ._^."Some~5ood news comes
along occasioTially, news that thrills

me . . . Down in Elba the Methodist
church was asJtcd to pay' (840.00 on
World Service and Conference Ben
evidences . . . Without any pressure
from anyone Ihe church voluntarily
accepted^ $1600.00 . . . Things like
that strengthen our faith in our
Methodist people . . . David Carter
is the highly esteemed pastor there
. . . Responses to a recent printing
of these motes have been interest-
ing ... I am referring to the Notes
in which I wondert*d if anybody
loved anybody else any more and
in which I said that I was fed right
up to the neck with hostility ... A
loi of p< oplo seem to feel as 1 do . . ,

One of the nunc interesting letters
came from my old friend Ben Rav
in Birmingham . . . Ho said that
sometimes whin lu feels discourag-
ed and is inclined to think th *t

things have nevei been so bad he
rereads the following quotation:

"It is a gloomy moment in his-
tory. Not in the lifetime of any man
who reads this paper has there Ikvii
so much grave and deep apprehen-
sion; never has the future seemed
so dark and incalculable.

In France the political cauldron
seethes and bubbles with uncertain-
ly.

England and Ihe British Empire
are being sorely tried and exhaust-
ed in a social and economic strug-
gle, with turmoil at home and up-
rising of her teeming millions in her
far-flung empire.
The United States is beset mith

racial, industrial and commercial
chaos, drifting we know not where.

Russia hangs like a storm cloud
on the horizon of Europe — dark,
menacing and foreboding.

It is a solemn moment, and no
man can feel -indifferent, which
haply, no man pretends to feel in
the issue of events.
Of our own trouble, no man can

arc the end
This was an editorial in Harper's

Maga/inr. October 10. 1M7.

i
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DATE: 3-10-64 ;• \

• »* am. .. a., if ^
UNITED STATES C^ ERNMENT

.' Memorandum
to Jlr. V. C. Sullivan

FROM Jlr. J. A. Sixoo X
subjectRATIONAL COUNCIL/ OF CHURCHES

terday
_ _

who called long
.stance and has asaea to talk with" CM "Inspector in charge

of security Mattered' After asking my name and identifying
hlsself asf | he asked if the Bureau would
furnish lnxormaiion concerning an individual or organisation

iover the phone. Be specifically asked if Z knew and couldigive
Ihln an opinion of the reliability of Edgar Bundy. I, told his '•

that our files were confidential and available for official use
only and that the Bureau could not provide an •valuation of an
individual or organisation.

-( Isaid he understood this to be Bureau^policy sad
he was checking in view ofe a statement appearing in the
"Methodist Christian Advocate" of 3-6-64 by »», pp»iffa»»*«.i
Bishop of the Methodist Church, concerning the National
council of Churches in which Hardin alleged that he had aade
a telephone request of the "Inspector in charge of security
matters of the FBI 1 and was advised that the national Council
of Churches had not been Infiltrated by communists.

thanked aw for the statement of
and hung up.

ACTION :

This is for information.

policy

/

/.v.*
/,

see ado:

i - Mr. Belmont
1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. J.A.Sisoo
.1.;- Mr. Baumgardner

JAS:lml:Jdd)r
(6) _ ^J

<& '

'

"3 /"H

, W. C. SULLIVAN, fmGE 8

r /60-5C
* MAftlIMS BO 1964
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ADDENDUM W. C. SULLIVAN Mmreb 10, 1964

Belaoat"
previously been set forth in a aoaoraadua from »• to Mr.

15*

ste-

>t

it
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1st*

1C8 <A

'vSOu**
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MR. TOLSON

UTO)We receive qui!? a volume of mail
making inquiry on the National Council of Churches
an&all are answered that we do not evaluate and
that we have not Investigated the National Council of
Churches. —

-

In view of Mr. Hoover's comments
shouldn't the inquiries now be answered that files

tteTweTor7 ^?° WerenCe ,houW* town««u we do or do not have information in our5m?
" W^ WB

Pas

0$
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M«-^>M/-P2/ March 24,1964,

«/

I have received your letter of March 19th and want to thank you
for your interest in my articles appearing in 'Christianity Today" and in my
book, "Masters of Deceit'ti

With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a position to comment
along the lines you have suggested, -information contained in the files of the FBI
must nejaoaintained as confidentialin accordance with regulations of the Depart-
ment of'3astic£.«nd is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be
of help lathis Instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have
data in ouc-files^&lating to the matters you mentioned.

*J ThenCommunist Party in this country has attempted to infiltrate

and simverplver£8egment of our society. Its efforts are being thwarted by the

FBI's internal security programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution of

Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent public opposition to. the

communist philosophy. These achievements are being accomplished mtough
orderly, legal procedures. *» .\

3 —
Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy an&its

\ \V advocates in the United States continue to pose a basic threat to our country
~r It is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning the tree *

P m mtin-ey this atheistic philosophy in order that they will be able to mist
*"'

|&j/<4ts.eroding influence. At the same time, opposition to communism must be

•j^S;]^r^ul[and constructive, and kept within the due process of law. It is not

.»

J Mr. << enough fco be merely against communism. V*e

' Sii c3'**!!pr
rtori*y °* our *°^*^fe^fnu?#l$ aWT

g!?;DTP:c<

>

Mr...

MnVetrd
M». Tnt*.?r
T«bw fern
;jlr« lit*.-*,

•'JM'V.iy.

d exhibit in positive ways
foreign ideology. ^

^r^v^.tsjj'^.rr-** _*_• .'. » y—i-g-«
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Regrettably, there la a tendency on the part of some to make
exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success In gaining ««flmmf*
within legitimate organizations and segments of our society, such as our religious
Institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to penetrate
and Influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective.

to you.

Enclosed Is some literature which I hope will be of Interest

Sincerely yours,

I Edgu Hoover

':.'•*

7 John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (4)

Let'* Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith In God—Our Answer to Communism
LEB Intro, 4-61

Internal Security statement, 4-17-62
MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in BufUes.
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lew *'irs:

iiw-ch 19, 19^4 •
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«r.

/jj 1 &-. -vltlnj V" :."*'\.i': .*.... -4^1 *scj*ctc;*»:*nj the crj^'-s.rtlrn cili«:i the
i\^i^::2 cJwl? c7T - jig? , I ;;.;'* pv.sl:;:- of • c!.^ c*: tN i 5.u *.

j. rt ; 7u:; r.-V-
::
:.:;-^c::. » :-.vr felt th-.t 1^/ ;? -c -'oin.; n ^r:ut

:;t,;\: I:: tl::. u • V ;
' f;c Chrc-chcr: of Arrrin--..

I.^f»o»i*"';' 1 '•• " *?..-• he r.'n.; cccfwiiw^ rtbr.nt tl*c C u.^i1 txirrj'5* crrr= •

VmJ*:- affiliated ,;•-> tlv "^uruji-.t aavwt •.-.:• ^c: c c-tuU'v: -y.u<r ir

i Lhe :'C.v-' sor::-. • '?..: 'vi£ :.>r. ha* iv: cl :onc be**::. !>;• TJJ;- J;.-;*-: I>:\-f.T

• :/ ••//: iT. t'v v :- r r/« * j l;c :.V I v.i 5." jc^I \*r* *li "ivt.l. »•»!

U-/oil, • n. cl:i : M -i i- is co .ra.:ist r:.in« iM- i cu\wt >-2i~vc
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ec.-iu " o r
i?.;- vro':;;ll„ r.>: cf cw 'J./crcl; -ichcr.r: \r z **1 :c:* r*^ !>j t*ic
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:.Vir<" of r?^:".L*"c:ri ' .? My: H uncil run. h.u.ui;:j ;*!•: u.* I do, I k:**;:

Lc Ir.r; n<th'n: V* -- -riY: Cov-unl::.!.

1? ;-<?:: 1: . e uv >.fur..;_.'::..:i rv/.-Jtfv.: 1c ^^ un-V b lp nvlci-xtl.-.!*

*.; i^ cvit:\ci;;i : *>i- Lvi., ^c refute iw ciLlxr •••;-, I vviV *-.;, ro ?.ttfc
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March 33, 1964

Hn

I have received your letter of March 18th, with

enclosure, and want you to know how much I appreciate your
kind comment. t

Although I would like to be o^/ervice, we are
unable to make any comment concerning the«aflnnali?ouncUof
Churches. Information in the files of the FBI must be maintained

as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of

Justice. I regret we are unable to help you and hope you will not

Infer that we do or do not have data relating to the subject of your

inquiry.

you.

Enclosed is literature I hope will be of Interest to

Sincerely yours,

I. uu^ni ikrttvttt 1.1'

. ft
'

Enclosures (5)

"Faith in Freedom**
"Keys to Freedom**
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 V Q '•

"Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism"
The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian

JH:dir V-
(3)

!'
'

' '

.NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bullies.
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Mr. J. hdgar Hoover
Director of the Federal bureau of Investigation
Y»ashington, O.C.

Dear Air. lioover:

the enclosed, editorial in
yews . This morning 1 have

our
had

locjri
threel

ibis morning 1 read
mornins Newspaper, "ihe ..._ w
conversations with members of the l'arish about the charges

directed against the- National Council of Churches of Chrisj

in America. Naturally 1 do not want to defend an organ-

ization which might be guilty of the charges contained in

this editorial. '

XI*

ki nd
A*!

enough to express a conviction on •

shot through and through with
and that "on the basis of the

public records, the MX stands convicted pf Communist front
activities indulged in by its members and officials.

Mould you be
the charge that tbc rNCC "is
Communist fellow travelers

Any information relating to the charges contained in

this editorial will be appreciated and will enable me to

minister to the members of the l'arish more helpfully.
If your office wishes to write the Newspaper 1 will

appreciate it if my name is not mentioned.

1 thank you in advance for any assistance you might

offer me. Your moral integrity throughout the years
means much to many and has.Dersonally been an inspiration.

,.
' sincerely yours, V

> / • v^.—n
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- WJUGHT. Muugiai Editor

The Other Face
Of The NCC

For some time now. thereaders
«f this newspaper have been con-
Oluctwg, by means of letters to theForum « ru„„i„g batUe over theNation,} Council of Churches. The

if a
e" attack*d and crit-

icized as sympathetic to Commun-
fcm and as being infiltrated with

fended M . ,reat force for^
£«T? "S

the fray
« *** » ^«erfrom ,to director of information in*h,ch he aets forth the goal. .„dprogram, of.the NCC .nd attempts

to discredit its critics .„d their

Csunda^
PUbU8hed tte »*

Except in unusual circumstan-
ces, it 15 the policy of this news-
Paper, as it is with most, not to

by individual letter writers. .1-
though we do point out errors of
*«ct. The NCC letter, however, ex-
pressed the opinion of an organisa-
tion and contained statements of

%l~
y
lt *.*" opinfon not of one

«S» k *
°£ maDy

*
And u ««*. *t

JWffht be accepted by some as the
last word on the subject.

• • •

Well, ft fan't Far from ft. This

menolthe NCC have been publish-

toted
:
"In 1961. Communist fronts

£«d the rapport of more than 1,200
different.Prqtcstant clergymen "

On Feb. 25. I960. Mr. Richard
Arena, then staff director of the
House Committee on Un-Ameiican
Activities, testified during • Com-
mittee hearing that, on the basis

°{ -if*
re
5
ul

:
but ** fawnplete

checks».it had been ehown that

J.
M

- '"' °* «>e leaders of the
Rational

. Council, of Churches of
Christ in America, we have found
over lop persons in leaderahip
capacity with either '

Communist
frontj-ecorda or records of service
to Communist causes." This testi-
mony was verified Tuesday by the
present director of the HCUA staff
Mr. Francis McNamara.

The foregoing should suffice to
show that the letter began with a
deliberate whitewash. * :

Among other things, the latter
•tated that the NCC had "never re-
ferred directly to right to work
laws." This is s dodge. As the letter
•tated, the NCC Is on record as say-
tog: "Union membership at a »>"*r :

of continuing employment should be

'

"either required nor forbidden byf

I



last word on the subject
• • **

Y

fk

l&X

-:s

:*m

jit isn't Far from it This

"fcrgh-Mfl&ilnf siatemeliFondealB.
this reJ^e of programs, this ex-

planation of and denial of accusa-

tions, contains so many half-truths,

distortions of fact, artful dodges
* and careful omissions as to qualify

It as a masterpiece of deception. In-

stead of turning the other cheek,

the NCC has turned the other face.

For instance: "Nothing could he

further from the truth
—" the letter

states in the beginning as a reply

to accusations that it is infiltrated

with fellow travelers and with

Marxist-Communist ideals.

As a matter of fact, nothing could

he further from the truth than that

denial.

The National Council of

Churches of Christ in America was
founded in 1950 as a merger of the

old Federal Council of Churches

and several minor religious organ-

izations. The House Committee on

Vn-American Activities and the Sen-

.

ate Internal Security Subcommittee

have identified many FCC and NCC
officials and members as Communist
fellow travelers.

And what is a fellow traveler?

The Senate subcommittee defines

one as "• . . an individual who from
time to time supports one or more
organizations or campaigns operat-

ing under the indirect and usually

unpublicized initiative and control

of the Communist Party or its repre-

sentatives " There are three types

of fellow travelers, according to the

. subcommittee: the conscious, who is

aware that he is supporting Com-
munist objectives; the consistent,

who sometimes takes issue with the

Party but continues to support its

programs and campaigns even after

they have been exposed; and the

unwitting, who is a dupe.

-fin this basis, and documented
by tfi* rAf|grT**i ft*i committees.

the NCC fa shot through and
fellowIhrouj

*isl

byF

Irayekn^coiaJtaJojgUmeofricial
^and former president, Dr. Edwin^
kVaUEtcg* dS3oirjiZzr " * *w i —

jbllc words ofJhe leftist

>cIcxcrme£andUy-

ing: "Union membership as a basis

of continf^v employment should

neither si *red nor forbidden

lawTTTn^tisllBrira-ir^^
statement^Unst a law which pro-

vides that a man does not have to

belong to a union to obtain a job?

One of the favorite techniques

of the NCC is to have its members
and officials promoting jt desired

program while the organization it-

self takes no official stand. This is

subterfuge.

For example: the letter stated

that the NCC has never called for

the abolition of the 1ICUA. Per-

haps, technically, it has not. But its

officers and members have signed

such petitions.

Another example: the letter

stated that the NCC has made bo

statement calling for the admission

of Red China to the United Nations;

But an NCC-ealled conference, at-

tended by top NCC officials, made
such a statement unanimously. And
the NCC urged that the statement

be publicized and given great

weight.

The letter stated the NCC does

not fsvor repeal of the McCarran

Act, but instead, wants to have it

changed. However, the changes it

wants would make the present act

ineffective. Furthermore, past-presi-

dent Dahlberg has signed at least

11 petitions calling for an outright

repeal of the act
• • •

We could go on and on, but it is

not necessary to prove the point I

And that is: yiJhe^basis of^the

public records, the NCjfffinds coh-

Yl^ejf^ttn^un&tYront activffiSs

indulyed'in by its memberssod oSh
dais. Andjpn the basis of its letter,

it stands convicted of propagandas-

]

tic trickery:

The NCC, on the one hand, has

endorsed Christian programs as an

organization, <ghile on the, other

hand it supports, atheistic .;jQom-

mnnist doctrines through the in-

djgjdna! efforts pHtejnembers.imd
"

officials. XhftJfCC reminds us of
|

Janus. ihalg^^fa^Bbinan pagan
"yodljt terns the Christian face,to

flU fi>tinn/putweahonld never foiw

-jet that other face.

»~ ****** j;-ur*\<*?L^ Hr-^^ *--"^-«

-

;>wr- "ft»»\-ft7
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MAILED 19

MAR 23 1964

COMM-FBI

O3o w

« Cm

I have received your letter of March 13th and can

understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position

to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information

contained in the files of theTBI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of (he Department of Justice and

is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of

help in this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do
or do not have data in our files relating to the matter you mentioned.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest. .

"

Sincerely yours, /

LEdguHom
John Edgar Hoover / .

Director / J

Enclosures (4)

&i*
Let'8 Fight Communism Sanely!

4-61 LEB Intro

4-17-62 Internal Security statement
Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism

\-
HeST^

***'

X'W

'

Vi ~ NOTE: Correspondent |s not Identifiable in Bullies

DTP:rcd.
13) J**^
ooAPRll

MAO. ROOM CD TELETYPE UNITED
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March 13, 1964

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover.
Federal Bureau of Investigation

^Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover 1'
Having heard two sides to the following problem I

feel I must write and ask you
Our Episcopal Rector informs me that the F. B.I. personel
has completely absolved the^National Council of Churches of
Christ in America from the accusation of communist'infiltration or
sympathies —

—

Is this true? I have read a great deal of literature indicating
this is not true——

-

Thank you for your help.

i

/'

Sincerely yours,

/*/ &p
fc*/

4
$

fi
t>

10*1

0>V0'
f/»
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I have received your letter of March 17th and can x *g

understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position

to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information

contained in the files of the FBI most be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and

is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of

help in this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do

or do not have data in our files relating to the matter you mentioned.

With respect to Mr. Dan Smoot. he was employed

by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent trom

-March 23. 1942. until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned.

Bis personal ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly

his own and this Bureau is unable to comment on these in any way

whatsoever.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

MAILED 19

MAR 23 1964

COMM-fBI

ED 19 I

3 1964

./ A>
John Edgar Hoover

ictor
.&>

.Enclosures (4) <* ^*-
yNOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Baffles.

V Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
.
V.4rl7-fi2 Internal

4-61 LEB Intro -' Taith

"

•?.v

%
Security statement

'* Taith in God—Our Answer to

DTP:rcd(3)
CD TELETYPE
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Mr. J. tidier Hocver

Federal Bureau of invest i cation,

Washington, D.C.

Dear »r. Hoover:

tS> A croup of laymen in my church tre convinced that

National Council of Churches of ^hrist ir. America is e

Conirunist ore enizat ion. *e are making an investicct ion o

the Council end would deeply apprecUte any statement cf

your experience, of your impressions or your knowledge of

the Council on these grojfhds.

If it is a Communist orcenization I want to be

amonc the first to condemn and utterly discredit it.

However, if my laymen ere beinc blindly led to accuse the

Council of such betrayal of our democratic principles

on false and untruthful grounds of information then I

would like your help in or in ring the licht of truth to

beer on their thinking.

I snnll anxiously await any help you should like to

offer in this matter, and must, if you please, sir, have

your answer before Apri I lli, I9&4-

Sincere
I y.

&
sir

h

Thank you.

8 WAf? 25 1964

P.b. Have .you ony information regarding authenticity

of articles appearing in the «en Smoot repU l,*f —
'SO Jan lj>, I96U»

C*

j*>1

'JOErl

».U<l'H*9^^W
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V -»*

Tour letter of March 16th has been received.

While I would like to be of assistance, X am unable •/-/%
to comment in the manner yon suggested inasmuch as the files of \ : * \

.-•'

the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with X,.£*"

\

;

regulations of the Department of Justice and are available for

official use only. I hope you will not infer either that we do or

do not have information in our files relating to the subject of '

your inquiry. ^ %

Interest.

I am enclosing some material X hope will b»rf|

** la*' r *. -v.
•

*

*

MAR 23 1964 I

noim-rei I

! Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

.*•

Enclosures (4)

.- 4 -1-61 LEB Intro

&f 4-17-62 Internal Security Statement *

1 Let's Fight Communism Sanely

TrfHa Faith in God - Our Answer to.Communism
ST* NOTE: Correspondent to n©™entifiabl4 |n BufUes. There have been : .
SSL- allegaUons by various crlties'bf the National Council of Churches •;.,• >• r •;

Si-IZ-r of Christ, without access to factual data: to suptfwtftheir assertions/?^
•—""* -' tMtthis group is communist controlled or ii^uen/ed. The FBI,

^course, has not investigated this group.

ttg rlf P»FC;eicr \

a^SCfltt:'^"
•*_ m

V^^nnh wimil f ti*? TELETYPE

•--.->
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March 16, 1964

Cf
tor. J. Ldgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

I/uar Mr. Hoover:

/T)Cr.e of my church members Is disturbed over claims

that thejJafcional Council, ofChurches: has been infiltrated

L/ known Communists. Will you please write me a letter

stating wxiether cr not this is true?

I liiow, of course, that it is not true but I have

I seen statements from FBI leaders to this effect and if there

jt any printed statement thct the FBI has on this matter,

I

[would b« so happy to receive Jt.

J.'.any thanks for your help.

/

FFD:k

r-ri o

L *Kc

*&« /*d~So)rl; - t°*X > V

/
)
<lw ton 24 1?

fc
i-—^—-T -; ^A.^^.^ ^ J >gi i%^l
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I have received your letter of March 17th and
I appreciate knowing of your confidence In me.

Although I would like to be of service, we are not
able to make any comment regarding the National Council of
Churches or the Board of Christian Social Concerns. Information
In the files of the FBI must be ""^ft^nH as confidential In
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret
we cannot help you and trust you will not infer that we do or do not
have data regarding the subjects of your inquiries.

S 18

SB

> Ok

OX

you.

•IAILE0T3"

MAR 23 1964

COMMFBI

Enclosed Is literature I hope will be of interest to

Sincerely yours.

Enclosures (5)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
"Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism"
The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals
"Faith In Freedom"
"Keys To Freedom" ; .

• ... r :c;/y;i

Correspondent cannot be Identified in Bufiles.

•••/

s-

^*r-IZtjZy ^^lL*ROOMC]yy^TYTCUIinCD
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rarch 17, 1^4

/

Vr. J. :.d«*~r Hoover
?cderrl p»urcru of InvestiT-' tion
•'pslun'ton, D.n.

De?r lir: -,.

The nutation of comruninn in" the churchcn in «ot. « po

one to vou, I feci r.ure. "o-'ever, it in one ^i^ "Men
we ?t the rr*»«r. root* level ."re contin»mllw confronte*-.

Bec.-uei of tl^e fou^tler-fl rerrrVs of r fe", «-rny Q f -.*e

fine nro"!r.~- o r the church *re heinc perianal"*' •ipmnere**.

To Pttcmnt to r'ofevtfi the church hr* beco e a difficult

undertaking I Mi" oe^lr ansoect r "whitevr-sh iob"

whenever sos-cone in the church riPkes fl strte^mt con-

ctrninr thin rf tt«r oi* com 'inicrc.

Therefore, I "ould liW r.iiccrelv to Srve -'our ovm frmk
pnorMaM of the aitur-tion. -.necificrllr, A p* concfrnpH

-ith tro »-:-ior "rotms. '"ivat is th« "or-rn of Chriati*n

;ocif.l Concerns of o-ir o^i '-..tho'Hr.t Chrch. Do you h--e

rnv inform tion vhich -ould inkier tc iinto-nrd rctionn or

pffili-'tiona of this T"un or its Berbers.

?

3ecot£3h', I vould li'-c "onr c'nr>id errr^s concern!^

the rStiAn.-\ Council of Churches, *> "ive wi *n wjrnnlf

of thc~t^e~^n-'-.''nr!r. bemr expounded hero, onr r-rhn

^7~

re. onr

nersonViUv ^«noiert'« Vvin'^nnW t.s.'t r.i-t" -rent o

the ntr—na f-r.ociMc' "*f* t.he "C§ *re no-.h.-r» «

- Corv-n"ir.t-»Vont or-.'nizrtiona. ^fcerr-c co-"cn •
on .,or

Vstionrl Council. . ^ MfE g.j. ,^^

^^

r

ti em p sir.nlr i ctho^iat mininter. !' ^it* i'^
.
thr . cVirrh

^
?i9Vt^. I crnnot recent the 1**0 ^'^g^***
rwnnrnt.. ^'o-evcr, ±r there is sorethinr I r»o npti^o-, I

would like to he inferred.

.>
,vw\

roiiSESfn^
,

-_i*i±.$mm+i-f t* . -J*- 1



3ir, I resnect "our opinion ond yr>ui- .-jMoVr-cnt. This is

the reason for nv inquiry. I look for'rr* to herrln~

fror. you 'u^ receiving fny information *rou rvv rfcom

helpful to re.

Since r« ly,

• :

3

» v — _ t -U..
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March 18, 1964

I received your letter of March 11th and want to

thank you for your generous comments concerning my administration

of the FBI. It is hoped that our future endeavors will continue to

merit your support and approval. ^ •*

With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a posgioi&

to comment along the lines you have suggested. Ihfoimatton-cw^ ^
tained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confident^}jn w
accordance with the regulations of the Department of Justtce*hgs %
available for official use only. X regret I am unable to be of hmfr?P ^
this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do w£ ^
have data in our files relating to the groups or individuals you men-

tioned, j

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to

infiltrate and subvert every segment of our society. Its efforts are

being thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs, by investigation,

•-- arrest and prosecution of Party functionaries, and by widespread,
*

intelligent public opposition to the communist philosophy. These
: achievements are being accomplished through orderly, legal procedures.

Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy

and its advocates in the United States continue to pose a basic threat

tp our country. niatavniaAn^mtdUammt&^^mam^w
concerning the true nature of this atheistic philosophy in order tot they

will be able to resist Its eroding influence. At the »metime, oppo^tton

to communism must be careful and constructive, and topt within the due

process of law. It is not enough to be merely »«aiiist coininunism. we

should exhibit in positive ways the superiority of our form of government

over anyforeign ideology.

DTP:eo (3) SEE

O
PAGE

Qp*
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Regrettably, there Is a tendency on the part of some to

make exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success in

gaining influence within legitimate organizations and segments of our

society, such as our religious institutions. We must continually be

alert to communist attempts to penetrate and influence; however,

our efforts must be rational and objective.

interest.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of

Sincerely yours,

• Edgar Hoofv*r

• *.*

Enclosures (4) ~r

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

4-1-61 LEB Intro

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God- -Our Answer to Communism
I

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

•; 1
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Dear Mr* Hoover i

First I want to say that I think the F.B.I, and you are

doing a wonderful .lob of protecting our country.
I anfl fcf Dayton, Ohio and I belong to a

stud* grou^tna^lsstulyinl^ommunism and some ways to combat

it. It is very interesting to me and I must say I am finding

things that are happening in this country that I don't want to

Admit. ,- -

I would like some information from you if you would be so

kind to help... I have done quite a bit of reading lately and I
find the nanê atlonal Council of Churches comes up quite often*

They are "named by the committee on un-American Activities,

in the Congressional Record by Mr. Thurmond, by Dan Smoot, The

American Council of churches, and Fundamental Bible Church. They

are also named by Mr. Norman ¥• Peal and in a book by Billy James

Hargis, entitled The Facts about Communism and our Churches.

I must say that none of this literature makes the N.C.C.

sound very good. In fact if these people are correct in theiry*v
charges the N.C.C. is a disgrace to our country. X'

I have written to the M.C.C. and received material from them.

I have read it and they say all the charges are false. I must say

I am confused. Being a christian I want to believe in the M.C.C.

but, at present it is very difficult.
I am asking for help in this matter and wonder if you might

help me, I have a lot of respect for your Judgment and thought

if anyone could give me any facts about this matter it would be

you. If possible I would like to have your opinion of the H.C.C.

I hope this is possible. If it is impossible to give me informa-

tion please advise me as to what material to read on this matter.

Thank you very much.

8inoerely,

w4"

1 * M#t. €>n^w

"*^ «i *».»«». .y".v^P ^«wi "rrnf^.w *-.-«*• "N»r» '
"

i '

*
i* i 'i~ "iw '.

tif h'Vp :^ "**

v

:

'»«T..
"
J. _<.'""? -

;,
>
w»K-4t— .- ryi~:rmr*w^jm -\ " mj^.l.jvu - <mt r-y y.n^". '
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Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Bursa Marshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil "Rights Division

Mr. Joe Sylvester, ASAC
New Orleans, Louisisna

BMiDKOtSb
72-41-19
13,730

MAR 19 MM

Attached is s copy of a letter fron Jack fratt

of the Nstienal Council of Churches on certs in of

their activities. Please note the last paragraph

of the letter which is very conplinentary of

Mr. Joe Sylvester, ASAC in your Hew Orlesns Office,

and the sgents working under bin. Mr. Sylvester

deserves this conplinent, end an added connendation

fron this Division for^the work be hss done for «s.

,\

*..£*

V

' WOT HECOMDEO
133 APR I 1964

V
V* .+• *

•-„ JM. -JJ— y •'Ji.L 'GW « '
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national council of the ctiuaches of chaist m**^
475 Riveasioe ooive, new yook, n. y. 10027 telephone. $7o-a43»

ti«hop*eu»enh.muelU«.p»«i6en« .

' e.lueewine»py.*ene«Ai«ec»«»ay

February 12, 1961*

"V?

if •

»

-it- »

The Attorney Oonoral

Department of Justice

Washington 2$, D.C.
-"*-

Doar Sir:

The Motional Council of Churches' Cowdssioo on Religion and *»•*" ***» •*

you know, considerable invelvcnent in the yrt^g^^J^Jfi Sf°
Sdo^Tittain equal justice bySlhite and Hegre citisena in tbjrStateef

5i«eia~it»i during the post several nonths. Two areas are of particular

Sneer?£ us^/nd ?atoutd like to enquire, if I idght, -to the-Jloa.* *
an^ vhich th^Separtacnt of Justice intends to take in regard to them.

1. P.S. v.r. &floro County. Mississippi, et al. — Suit seeking release

IS residents ofitfa nor*, Mississippi.

On June 29, 1963 the Department of Justice fUed a jcwplaint J«JJci«Stho

rslcaso of *5 residents of Itta Bene *ho vera arrested after they naxched

douatom to^eek police, protection after persona unhewn bad^fi^^y
rSeessd noxious substances into a church vhcre they vore holding a *©tcr

ro^sSStSf^tSg. On er abcut July 19, 1963 the District CourVruled

Sat the Govormicnt had not established a violation of Ifj&Cb). The

Oovorsnant epsoaled this ruling and aprilicd for an W^^V"******
ippeair The injunction vac denied by the Court of Aproels for thoFifth

Circuit. The Oovemnont, vo understand, has nov vithdrsm its »ppeal to

Sruniied States Court of Appeals. A trial do novo of these L5 defendant,

vas held in the County Court of Leflore Ctounty during the ^ek of

January 20-2U, 196U. Forty-four of the forty-five *<**"*»*»™?&^
Jhetrial and'voro convictodi a forfeiture vas token on ******?
iSent defenlant. Their sentencing, vhich vas scheduled to**™** ™>

.

• waTpostpenod lift hours so that X **fc obtain new •^,*^>^nhS
SleV the defendants to remain at largo pending an appeal to the higher

.

courts of Kisslsslppl.

The Kational Council of Smrches, through^S^T^^J^XS^JSLm'
•So, arranged for the bonds vhich effected the rales* ^f thoao_***g*

;

St Au*us£ after they had been innrieoned for ~«*r *f«££S£a taS>£» 010,000 fro* our Rwrgonoy Ball Fund vas paid to the insurance *»»**.
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whush wrote the bonds as oollateral end premium payments, and in addition

t^veTmoral obligation to the company to make good any loss over and

rooS^t^int. An additional $h*> was paid to the company on

January 27, 196U for the new bonds.

It racers to me unlikely that the courts of the State of *i»«ls»JPPi
.

£ir£JSse\nt decision of the County Court. I am not inJ potion to

3™ Z*li*ll eartiorari to the United States Supreme Court will be sought

J^H^^n^S It Umy belief that the interest of the defendants

Sd^ne^natJat'inSrist^f^ National Council of Chu»h«; Saergency

Su Sunfvtutd^os? be profcfd by the Department's "", * it^d

£

brought to a favorable termination. I would «PP™cifttVkn0^n
«'J£!£

fort*

^further steps the Department contemplates in regard to its action.

n. st^t^ of Hississippi v. Moses, and Stif of Mississippi t. Ouyot

«- t..»9WV 9k lofili Robert Moses was convicted in the Justice of the Peace

Sur^f^ Sity of^tSesourg on charge, of obstructingi***** end

roSsal toobey the lawful cownand^f an officer. At the time otJbis

Srestt M^ Moses was engaged in .directing * voter "gle^t^n drive to

TidedTsSSographer who recorded the proceedings.
J
« ^^^SkiM

5r! to order t£ stenographer to make a transcript of^ *££*£"?*
tS'De^arS^nt to exaniS tte /transcript for the purpose of o^£»£C
itotherthe Government has enough evidence to initiate a suit to protect

Mr. Moses* rights.

Mr Robert Guyot was tried on January 30, 196U before the CountjrCourt of

- ShorTcounty; Mississippi, a court of record^ on a charge rf
^ffigff

to the delinquency of a minor. He was found guilty,^fined tbeJ^ *.^
^d Mntenced to six months in prison, five months of which were %*£**•*'

?Lw«d m deftnse^counsel for Mr. Guyot in that case. In my ^ment,

LrS^aSE^*^ proof thai Mr.^^^—
I5£f2*

to intimidate and suppress the voter registration drive^in to*^££J
»

tharMrV Guyofs conviction was contrary to the weight of J^J"""-
x

woSd like to know whether the ^^^fw^n^tCSStf
initiating an action which would protect Mr. Ouyot's rights.

in. Alleged Police Brutality Against Oscar Chase

On or about January "22, 196U Oscar Chase was arrested «f.^"J"***
to

Ss County Jail of Hattiesburg, Mississippi on a«^ of lowing the

ZalirS in accident. This charge was subsequently passed *^/J*j™i
SSr thVSrSvS. ciii£*** true*^ ***&S^T&SS^
SSTcomplaint. Wrtle ia jail Mr.' Chase was severly beaten by another g

-^«f -H* U..I",. •*» *_« -
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wleonor. Kr. Chaeo has alleged that the beating vu dm in the P^"""
S Sth the encourajeaent of the Jailer and two or tnreo «ber. of the -,,

Ilattiecburg Vollco Department. The beating allegedly took Pg" •* ^^
•pproxlriatciy 8x00 P.H., and Hr. Chase was given no nodical teeata»nt rattl

STfoUowlns isornlng when he called the voter registration ^o^Sf?6"
and toforncd then, of the beating and requested to be released on bail. It

JsVSdc^atanding that an investigation of this incident has bow eondmtad

by tho Federal Bureau of Investigation and I an enquiring as to what. If

any, actions the Department contemplates in this nattor.

y-v T Ba,r sir. that during my two weeks in Hattiasburg, Mosissinpi, I was deeply

^sSd'vtS'thfefficiety^d thoroughness of ijje operations of the agents of

thT?edaral Bureau of Investigation working under the alrection or

2? Joseph Sister! Assistant Chief Agent of the Uew Orleans office. Eealiiing

£t e^oetple S tta civil rights struggle frequently^charge the Federal Bureau

oTlnvSigtt&n with being on the side of the local «»*?jities ^J****1*
So litUe te protsct the riShts of the^e«matrators, I wish to take this

opportunity to coiwend Hr. Sylvester and the agents who worked under his in

Rattiesburg for their efforts.

Respectfully yours,

John M. Pratt
Counsel to tho Co&aission

'•5*6.-

JKPtbas

oci Senator Hu'acrt H. Humphrey

BurKo rarshal^^Jsaa.

i-
! '/

H- i i S '• . •», ».:

«•*-

.:C"^T N^-^-^4 t~v+w ijm mmtjmmm^m i wqC* *>^ fiwwwiwryi^m 1

1
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L^reh 27, 1904Mr. Eurlie Marshall
Assistant Attorney General

Director, FBI _
,00- £To ?(*</-

j

CIVIL EIGHTS MATTERS
;

&7 MISSISSIPPI

Your memorandum of I-.rarch 19, 10G4, captioned,

MI£r. Joe Sylvester, ASAC, New Crleans, Louisiana, " has been

received tosether Trtth the enclosed letter from Mr. Pratt, ft is

always gratiTyins to learn that the efforts el T3I personnel have
.

been appreciated, and it was thoughtful of you to brins Mr. Pratt s

comments to my attention.

It was fr***** of you to a£d your own commendation and

your remarks, as well as these of Mr.. Pratt, trill be broa^tto

the attention cf Mr. Sylvester and the Agents who have wotfiss vtftn «
>»im on these matters.

1 - SAC/ New Orleans (Enclosures - 2 - Copy of incoming from
*

Department with a copy of its enclosure)

1 - Personnel File of J. T. Sylvester, Jr., ASAC of New Orleans43ffice. x
(Enclosures - 2 - Copy of incoming from Department^
—*"-

of its enclosure.

)

L6 a

CD

t

ro

£ IN)

WLM:ers
(6)

NOTE:

/
%0%

CO

. Ul

•M Cj

Civil Rights Division forwarded a copy of a letter to the2

Attorney General from John M. Pratt, Counsel to the *
*

«•.•

Commission on Religion and RaceAaticnal Council ofjhe Churches of

Christ ' Pratt discussed the status 61 various civil rights matters to

CMississippi and concluded with the following paragraph:

"May I say, sir, that during my two weeks in Hattiesburg,

ississippi, I was deeply imTOSsedv;ith\the efficiency and ttoroughness

=3 the operations of theT^enfif clSeVederal Bureau of ^e^ation
^forking under the direction of l$rr Joseph Sylyesterpfcasistanf «"-*

ent of the New. Orleans
'Km . .

' ' »
*"

SEE NOTE CONTINUED

TELETYPE tMT I V
— ,-rr^ ^- .pb^^tbsw^, , w .i - _^m.^» *Mju*.KJ «J.wjt iM»

t,WJJJ ; .J. ! iLtfL 'Jt-Jc.-- V~-^»^grT *•-* >." ».' », I '^^ 'P^l^t 11 ' ^-
'

' i^^-Wv^
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NOTE CONTINUED:

civil rights struggle frequently charge the Federal Bureau of Investigation

with being on the side of the local authorities and with doing too little

to protect the rights of the demonstrators! I wish to take this opportunity

to commend Mr. Sylvester and the agents who worked under him In -

Hattiesburg for their efforts.

"

Burke Marshall states:

• "Mr. Sylvester deserves this compliment, and an added -

commendation from this Division for the work he has done for us.

"

C
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I have received your letter of March 12th and can

the concern prompting your communication .

With respect to your Inquiries, I am not to a p«adtton to

comment along the lines you have suggested. Information contained to the

files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential to Mcordance with

regulations of the Department of Justice and is available tor official use

only. I regret I am unable to be of help to this instance and hope you will

not Infer either that we do or do not have data to our files relating to toe

groups and individuals you mentioned.

The Communist Party to this country has attempted to

Infiltrate and subvert every segment of our society. Its effOrtatare being

thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs, by ^^^g^SlS^S^
and prosecco of Party functionaries, end by^pread^I^ public

opposition to the communist philosophy. These achievements are being

accomplished through orderly, legal procedures.
9

Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy sndtts

advocates to the United States continue to pose a basic t^^weountry.
It is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning the tone

iSreTthis athetotic philosophy to^i^^J^J^
^Its eroding Influence. At the,same time,Jg^^ m̂^^^^^"I

careful and constructive, and kept witUn the^P^^^V^
Mwft^^

eo^h to be merely We Aaiid eaMbU;
to poalttTe ways

tto superiority of our form of government over any foreign Ideology.

3 «fw

Regrettably, there to a tendency on the part otnome£{»•**

'JZHaggerated charges as to the extent of coinmrnist success to gatotog Influence

1
*>*•» —
'etHvnn, -^I,»^OtP;eo (3)

_____ MAIL ROOMO TELETYPE UWT*"

%

•^^"^.j'jjr.'r gtrirjqFgjj-



•* <b <T
V

-v*

.«...— *%

>•*» -.

i

S*>

within legitimate organizations and segments of our society, such as our .

religious institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to , -.

penetrate and Influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective.

I am enclosing some material I nope will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,
i

L Edgar Hoo»

John Edgar Hoover
Director ';'••

Enclosures (4)
'-*.',

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 .

4-61 LEB Intro

4-17-62 Internal Security statement

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism

MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles. gufiles reflect we have had

limited but cordial correspondence with Presbyterian life. Since^

has not linked Mr. Smoot with the EBI/io explanation as to Smoot's prior connection

with the Bureau is being set out.

.-J

3
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March 12, 1964

v *

Mr. Edgar Hoover . ...

Director '/'''"

Fedral Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D. C. ,/.;

Dear Mr. Hoover: ";.- '• "."',

I am a Presbyterian minister here i
,

with some other ministers in our city, ha

-ftyr":^

I, along
iulte concernedwitn some owner ihaiia»wc*» *»* v*»* *»*w^, •--*- -»»—- .-;; » —:•; ~

about charges being made by Billy James Hargess and Dan Smoot that

the^National. Council of Churches is a. 'left-wing' organization, ..;

For
7
exampU, Yesterday * liste'ned to the Christian Crusade

broadcast. Dr. Harness was telling why Dr. Charles J. PolJ«g»

outstanding Presbyterian minister for fifty years, *•£* *1»

Presbyterian Church. One of the reasons was thrt the Presbyterian

Church belongad to the*i£C» During the course of JMjJUrJh 11,

1964 broadcast he calleoThe called Presbyterian Unofficial ,i^
publication of the Unite'd^Bresbyterian Church in the United

. ^
States of America) a 'left-wing' publication. /; # ^

Now we are getting this program twice daily five days a

week here inl ffAlso people ars writing Dan Smoot and

Christian CrusSSmr printed materials. After reading these

they are claiming to have done intensive study regarding the

'left-winr' activities of say tte National Council of Churches.
.

In my judgment the time has come for us to present a level-

headed, intelligent, and accurate report concerning these

matters to! thepeople of this community. *
. ...

Therefore I write hoping you may be of some help. Do you

have any infonaation available to the public regarding charges

that the National Cbuncil is a 'left-wing' organization? HaVe

you written any articles along these Unas? Is there *»7
J* •

information available on the Dan Smoot orgcnizati*n and Christian

Crusade? Is there any inforaatto available fgffcfJ^fffifF
!aformati<

my infonnatta available U^K^JS^St
liPl'&rmai^ftndwe need wthprltin^JS
we would ffl^lyi^^P^t^lsl.^ yzjr?

Ve need accuraU *«~.~
. r-fc-^rcrv.

If you can help us we would
.

(^tl^«l^li^1^..f|«gb4.

:"
:

. . Thanking you for your time and intere^t^J-^*@^
» a*.
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I have received your letter of March 9th, with enclosure,

and can understand the concern prompting your communication. •

With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position to

comment along the lines you have suggested. Information contained
1

in

the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential toM"dBB*.
wito regulations of the Department of Justice and is available tor official

«s7o"5Tl regret 1 am untble to be of help Inithis l"*^ "**£>«
wiU not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relatingto

the groups and individuals you mentioned.
i

The CoinmOnlst Party In this country has attempted to

inflifrate and subvert every segment of our society. Ks «»*#*« "*«
thwarted by the FBI's Internal security programs, by ^«3jBton, arrest

and prosecution of Party functionaries, and by wideopreaM^tefllpnt

public.oppomion to the communist philosophy. These acMe|enspis are

5 being\ccomplished through orderly, legal procedures. *" S g

^ Despite the above, toe world communist con^trf^ and

its advocates in the United States continue to pose a basic th^ea^jour

SuntrT It is important that our citizens educate «*mselve»^»£«*£g
the true nature of this atheistic philosophy In order that toey will be^able

to resist its eroding influence. At the same time, opposition to commu-

nLTmust be* careful and constructive, and kept within the due.process

of law. It Is not enough to be merely against communism. ^e8«m"
exhibit In positive ways the superiority of our form of government over

any foreign Ideology.
m JtSfP

IS ^ ^^TPlmWuH

WW&vgk
#
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Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part of some to

make exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success in

gaining influence within legitimate organizations and segments of our
society, such as our religious institutions. We must continually be
alert to communist attempts to penetrate and influence; however, our
efforts must be rational and objective.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest

Sincerely yours,

^ John Edgar Hoover
.Director

Enclosures (4)

Let'8 Fight Communism Sanely I

Faith in God—Our And'er to Communism
4/61 LEB Introduction re'Communism
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

NOTE: >ndent is not identifiable in Bullies

DTPrmc
(3)
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J« Edgar Hoover Directory
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington. D«C*

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Inclosed is the Dan Shoot Report of January 33 » 19U.

We have written to the Kationel Council of Churches end they
have denied cny knowledge regarding the publication of a penph-

let written ty William Grahan Cole on page 11 of the above report

being sponsored by then.

Our understanding is that they are a Communist infiltrated organ-

ization* What do you advise, as church members, we cen do to

convince our Ministers this is a vexy serious matter and should be

thoroughly investigated* ^
We are very concerned about this natter and we would like an opinion

from you regarding the above article*

&
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I have received your letter of March 6th and can
understand the concern prompting your communication.

Vrith respect to your inquiry concerning the National
Council of Churches, I am not-Jn a position to comment along the lines
you have suggested. Information contained in the files of this Bureau
must be maintained as confidential in accordance with the regulations
of the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. I
regret I am unable to be of help in this instance and hope you will not
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to this
group. /

to you.
Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

%^T
•"•#!?

».;

Enclosures (4)

Let's light Communism Sanely!
4/1/61 LEB Intro

4/17/62 Internal Security
faith in God—Our .Answer to Communism
MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles.

specific church and*may well t&fcAnember of Jehovah's Wil
~* "t-*-* ""- -f Reverend'Js not being ufie^.PThe telephone directory fails to

^te^m^.'cfcurch.

entions no
s or tbe Cfanrcl

V
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/ *-*
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March 6, 1964

$

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Office of Public Information

Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirs:

As a Christian minister I have been confronted with frequent

condemnations of thgT4ational Council of Churches., The accusation

seems to be this: that the National Council of Churches is either a communist

front or a communist infiltrated organization. They seem to say this

because the NCC is active in the move toward racial equality.

If you have any information , therefore, regarding the loyalty of

the National Council of Churches relating to communism and race

relations, would you please send it to me. If I need to contact

another source for said information, would you be kind enough

to direct me to it. ."
.

'
'

My sole aim in desiring this information is that! may serve to clarify

much confusion and misdirected criticism.

-s*!1

Thank you for your help. /

Sincerely,

sff
&

* A '.,A*
.

* -\r

/ • •• -ski- 1
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#
114;I have received your letter of March 9th and

want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my
administration of the FBI. It is hoped that our future endeavors Q> p
will continue to merit your support and approval. t_i

*

With respect |o your inquiries, I am not in a
position to comment along the lines you have suggested. Infor-

mation contained in the files of this Bureau must be maintained
as confidential in accordance with the regulations of the Department
of Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am
unable to be of help in this instance and hope you will not infer

either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the

individuals and groups you mentioned.

Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of
_;i-> • interest to you.

Sincerely yours,

• Edg»t Hoow

"|«AIL£bl9

MAR 16 1964

COMM-FBI

3*

Enclosuress(4)

'/'
i/cxW

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
I—Our Answer to .Communism

statement.
to comma
t, 4-17-62

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. *>.

U */

DTP:jfg
(3)
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J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

" Sear Mr* Hoover,

I am inquires for facts concerning members of the Governing
Body of tiie**ational Council of Churches.

At a recent Church meeting, a representative of this or-
ganization stated that a letter was in their files from
you stating flatly that there are no Communists in the
organization's leadership.

I have in my possession literature printed by the Circuit
Eiders, Inc., 110 Government Place, Citfclnatti 2, Ohio,
which is in conflict with this. According to this litera-
ture, at least thirty men who helped write "The Standard
Bevised Version of the Bible1

' under the auspices of the
Hational Council of Churches, are, or have been affiliated
with various Pro-Com:nunist projects, fronts, and publica-
tions. Specifically, I woulti like information concerning
Leroy Waterman, University of Kichigan; W. Bussell Bowie,
Grace Church, Hew.York; Fleming James, University of the
South, Sewanee, Tenn.; Frederick C. Grant, Seabury-Western
Theological Seminary; Luther A. Weisle, Tale University
Divinity School. Even though these men may not be actually
members of the Communist Party, they are reported to be
conciously serving the Communist cause.

If you arc not permitted to release information on indivi-
duals, any information that you can furnish substantiating
ties between Communist activities and individuals asso-
ciated with the National Council of Churches would be most
helpful.

.•.!

,v&

(I

Ye who arc* most seriously co^$<?rned about the menace of
Coiauunism deeply appreciate your dedication to duty and ex-
emplary performance ir the high offi(UL which you hold.. / . / /

This Is most urgent, ejid a prompt^reply would be greAfciy-/—-~ /a

aptreciated.

Sincerely,
.. • **

*-

J*.



e*

# /*'? - ) '/ '

r
/Oio

March 12, 1964

DearL

Tour letter of March 9th has been received,

and I regret I am unable to comment on your inquiry.

I would like to point out that information in

our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to

regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope you will

not infer either that we do or do not have data concerning

the National Council of Churches in our files.

Sincerely yours,

*» EOgir Hoowar

John Edgar Hoover
Director

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

CJJrcal
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March 9
f 19U4

Federal Ilurcau of rnvestimation
Pousc Afficc Huilding
Vnshinnton, i.C.

«*

n
f;nntl«.«ncn: •^ ii„

The % r?rcM lOCi'l issue of the Church News
* carried an it on stat?nr; that investigation of the

; ??ational Council of Churches had revealed n* basis
for charges that the N.C.C. h*r1>ors Cofmunist
sympathizers.

V.v v."ul<l like 4 n receive- any data your organi-
zation has c»ncerninc your latest disposition of this
natter.

a
%
?*

.-.,-** •*

Sincerely,

/of*
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I have received your tetter of March 8th and can
understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a
position to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information

contained in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is

available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in

this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not

have data in our files relating to the groups you mentioned.

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be of

interest to you.

m IE

9 •**

"Him J%
a>S

•p s
1-4 *»

X 3
«#O *t?* .G~

Sincerely yours,

L Edgar Hoowc

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (4)

tlidt's Fight Communism Sanely!
* 'internal Security statement, 4-17-62

LEB Intro, 4-6t
;." Faith:in God-v-Our Answer to-Communism

i.*
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. His question

labfefetf4(a)is being intentionally ignored. The attached copy of

page A4057 of the Congressional Record - Appendix for 1061 sets

forth the data to which he referred. The quoted letter of the Director

pertains to the film, "Operation Abolition" and enclosed the pamphlet

"Communist Target - Youth. " To make reference either in support

of this letter or opposed to this letter would reawaken interest in the

pamphlet, "Communist Target - Youth," which is no longer being

disseminated by the Bureau.

i

-2-
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U* wanney of »!*• tall? «nd «• h»»» Urttt^Oi
m»njr mrntbrn an the fenrd m do the tet^W
W* y» <vdaiMd to control tat— tblnp. 1 i

<£ ;gwsional record—appei^X

1

if*

"Iff

is very ^nrrou* of you 10 _
into our keeping. Wo know we have four
emils And If we were to mess up your souls

the way wo neo up your moaey. may Ood
have mercy upon your oouU.
Well, the national Council of Churches of

Christ boo round ItecH. In the last several

day*, the object of rtdlculo—tbo object of
questioning. And I do not plan to set Into
whether or not thero ore Communists Is the
national Council of Churches, Where you
have 40 million people there la the bare pos-
atbUlty that o Communist might sneak In
We bare on the board 10 bishops, we hare 10
prtrUs. we haTe laymen, and Uywomen
We have 33 votea—oo«tn the clergy out vot-

ta|C the laymen and the laywomen 30 to 13.

Borne of the bishop* who represent us on the
national Council «f Churches Is the contro-
versial bishop of California: another one Is

the bishop of Bethlehem who Is taking J. Bd-
gar Hoover to task about capital punishment,
and t assure you. of the two, I Imagine
J. Sdgar Hoover knows "Just a bit

about capital punishment thai
bishop of Bethlehem. Pa Two of the clergy
who are on flits brunt are extreme liberals,

and one belong* to 14 urgsnlsaUnns which
are on the on-American activity list, which
are known not to be sympathetic toward the
American way of life. There are S3
apeaklng for 3.133.110 Episcopalians.
S3 people have more say and more authority
than the general convention. See, It. Is like

the OJt. The 11Jf. has more soy for us than

We And ourselves In a group that started
out glorious. It was to be an exchange of
Ideas. Christian brothers were to get to-
gether and have a mutual exchange. Ybe
Xpmoopal Church la In It. Do they speak for
met Do they speak for us? 2 would my
since we have 33 voting members, since we
have been In It for over 10 years, since wo
have paid $500,000 a year. I would my yea,

they probably apeak for us.

How, there are several things that are
controversisl. X do not plan to debate to*
ctaltxed medicine, people more capable than
2 can do that. X do not plan to debate the
ethnic problem, that has been debated by
people not as Intelligent as X. One of the
problems that the national Council of
Churches of Christ has sponsored Is "the
breaking down of neighborhoods.** X would
buy a nice home In Ttnglewood or wherever
your nice home might happen to be. then
X would move Into this borne my negro
custodian. If X had one. I do not have one.
X do not plan to do that, but we have been
told bow to break down your neighborhood.

Is one problem that worries
and that Is the problem of

literature. Tne HCC has put out a bulletin,

a reading Hat. suggesting some of the read-
ing which would be -good for our children
to read.** It tot called "The negro Ameri-
can—A Rcdiii:: XJ»t.~ I will nave this back
at coffee. X win also have one of the books
on that lt»t back at coffee, this book la called

"Color Wind" and X direct your attention
to ;w»T*n 104-10*. X recommend that
malovns not read It. or high school boys and
girl, nut read It* but I wUl bring It back
to codec and X will keep It under guard
breauee X have slept with It under my pillow
for % days so that my teenagers wouldn't
even arc U, St at disgusting. Another one
af these frnvroo books at -Without
tljgnaUaft." Them books are In the public
four) Iben another book The Walls
Gemr ; ambling
be* 3 rv

Other thing that the national Council
entireties has done Is that they have

asked that the ctcrcy not show the movie
-Operation Abolition- because they main-
Iain that the Un-American Activities Com*
mitlee and the FBI have -framed-* this film.

How. air. J. Edgar floorer Is not running for

any Job. be has It made X think. Head bis

bonk -Masters of rjreeit*
9 and you'll And

out whether or not any Communists have
gotten Into the church. The bishop of the
dtoecee got quite eoueerned about the movie
-Operation Abolition.- Me wrote Mr. J.

Edcar Hoover. Msy t quote his letter from
Mr. Hoover:
-Dbax Btsnor Msnow: X have reeeived your

letter slated March 3. ltd I. with lla en-
ckmtrea. and your interest la writing to me
Is Ind-ed appreciated.
The Aim -Operation Abolition" has been

sponsored and distributed by the Committee
on Un-American Activities. XJB. House of
Represeniatlrfs. and the FBI bad no con*
necikm with Its preparation. Therefore. X
cannot comment on thl* Aim.
You may be tntereMcd. however. In read-

ing the enclosed pamphlet entitled ^Com-
munist Targets-Youth- which contains my
report concerning the disturbances la dan
rrancisco. Calif., In May 1060. In connection
with a hearing of this Ommlttee. Addi-
tion*! eople, of this pamphlet can be msde
available to you upon request. X am aura
you will agree after reviewing this pamphlet
that It clearly Uluetrates the Communist
tactics and strategy Involved In these dis-

turbances.
In addition to the above pamphlet. X am

enclosing *nm# umftTial on the menace of

A4037

trs ^st made too much money from
ry've sold you to loo many kings, gen*
robbers, and killers; even to the Cnar
the Cxpiniti; oven to Beekefelicr's

church, even to the Saturday Svenlng rust.
Ton ain't no good no snore. Tbey*ve pawned
you tUI you're done wore out, Ooodby.
Chrfctt Jesus Lord Ood Jehovah, beat Una
oway from here
guy with noreJIrrlon at all—a real guy i

Man Cbsamtmlst Aemia ftessat
worker mo—I said, me; go ahead est,

You're getting to the way
and ptoses take At. Oandhl with you wbon
you go. and St. Pone Plus, and At. Alamo Me-
hmon.andbtgttfeekM.Bectooof the can*

gonna mU me to a king, or a general, or a
millionaire. Ooodby, Christ, food amruaug.
revolution." tnnceton Hughes.

It at very bard to give aa Impartial ap-
praisal of people who are searing down my
Ood and my Jesus I X have bad enough of Itl

X dont plan to ask the Bishop to get mo out
of the national Council of Churches. Inten
to ten ban X am out of the Council of
Churches. Like the Pennsylvania Dutch say
-X Wsnt O-u-t, Out-i -X want to be abut of
It"! They didn't oak me If I wanted lo get
In. and I think I have the privtlege of telling

them I don't want to belong
The Church* on the enot^ Brethren! Tbe

days ahead win try our souls. It* going to
cull for days of consecration. Maybe X wont
apesk for you. Maybe you'd rather pray
-O. daddy. O*. But I've had enough of HI

I waa ordained 30 years ago to preach the— - - - -
a priestmmmunUm available for geoernl 'dlstrtbu- Oospel of Jesus Christ. I navel

tionbythePBl. > 10 years. 1 have kadtbree .

I trust the above Information and the J*
ftW -

to

tDJE!2^ -EL2SLI

^^tnmff1 W>" betfM,l,UnCttDy0,>
' ^^^KSoTSTsav

J. BaoAa Hoovm. must press on to the goal.

I have that pamphlet. In the ^kmMbe , JJ^^I^nc^^
pamphlet are pictures from the Aim -Qper

: I^^^bSS^^M^ wQl^
atlon Abolition*' ahowlng Archie Brown and r^TT,. „,^,sV?loZinn^atthsTmafmT^
Brodsky calling out •'open the door.- X*ve g^S Lome outer the HationeiICouncil
shown the movie twice, and If there are ««» eomt «•* « «»• *""> vouncu

enough people Interested I shaU show It

again.

On the matter of literature there are two
things that I want le* read to you. One hi

a very flippant Lord's Prayer. This Is a
bestrtlc type prayer which Is apousorad by
the national Council of Methodist Youths.
I quote:

-tone* re*
•O.dsdity.O
Who are the moat
Hurrah for your support

My perronallty Integrate.

Ati my physiques develop.
My nervous system calm.
In body as In mind.

Our dally Jive, and
Release us from our parents
And other fcpecssed victims.

Lead us Into more eeU-emnwatlon.
And much teas boredom.
Par you are the coolest, .

Oonest. and honest drive

X quote another

We
have been ashed
sojtuslllniE

Tbat at the Lord's Prayer,

one. Tale at by Lsngstou 1 _

Hughes at one of the authors that the na-
tional Council of Churches of Christ recom-
mends. Tbey list no Mm than ttx books of

bat that you should read If you are ta bo to*

? TWs^lleraWuis SSrSaJm^
to •*» oounc wmnie. rant. That one at caned "\modoy,

ofChurchm. Tnen there will be a substitute

motion brought on by the clergy. You see,

we must not -hurt" people. And the sub-
stitute motion win ask the national Council

to -please not speak for us"* Tboa soma
of us wiu get up ©a the floor and my. -Bt.

Bcv.. Sir. that deemVt aaswer the imp***.
Our petition at that we come out of the Ha-
tkatei Council ofCburebm-. tf withholding
our money at the only way we can come out
of the HOC then we win withhold our mon-
ey. Btttweameommgout.

X do hope that la the days that lie ahead
X will have your prayers, that X win have
your best wishes, and that as a united front

wo wttl go forward at the name of our Lord

Jesus. And that wo may ***»***•<>*?*
Hews of the Gospel and of Jesus Christ and
Him CruetAcdi What a golden opportunity

to a world that at torn asundei

that at sack, la a world that ^^
And wo my t>, daddy. O" aad ttot t

Chrisfl t

rat prehjdleed, X have eery deflnlts feel-

tags. X have very definite feHtnga about vory

deflnlts things X was made that way. I'm

X have not been a good priest

Should have been preached to
;

lash]

It. Itb Atth.
Ifth hole ot

you did an right to four
eUy. I rwdum. but tliat day* gone now. They

you up a swell story, too;
-

Itb' *

*S4 ENaOSURE
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March 6, 1964

Mr. J* Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr* Hoover: •W 5^

Z am writing you as a member and Ruling Elder of the
Presbyterian Church,M J Our local church 11

jurisdiction of the Genera^Tssembly of the Presbyterian Church
in^&e United States, which for some years has been affiliated with
the-'Natlonal Council of_Churehes of Jhrist. Literature oritisizlng
the IT.C.C." and implying that "it is a Communist-front organisation
prompts this letter to you. As an active Christian, I know you
must have experienced some situations where your particular denom-
ination has been hurt by apparently unfounded denunciations relating
it or allied organizations or individuals to Communism or as being
"pink", red, or some other shade of the popular color for Communists.
Knowing that answers coming from my own church or from my Congress-
ional representatives may be biased and so would be ineffective as
a eountermeasure against the undermining of faith in our church
leadership, X am asking you to assist me in this matter in order to
give clarification to either me or those who condemn my churches
affiliation with the N.C.C. and the World Council of Churches..
Specifically:

'CD

5)

4.*

Is the National Council /of Churches of Christ considered a
Communist-front organization?
Have any of its leaders been active or inactive Communists?
Do organizations or individuals publishing literature which
attempts to discredit or cast doubt on the patriotism of cer-
tain religious groups normally come under the scrutiny of the-

F.B.I. for the possibility of themselves being subversive? (by
dividing the church). Sunh literature would be as follows:
(a) Copy of 1961 Congressional Record-appendix, pages A4056 and

J3057, "Extension of Remarks of Hon. Dale Alford of Arkansas
in the House of Representstlves, June 6, 1961. (Copy made
available by "the Network Cf Patriotic Letter writers-
P.O. Box 2003D- Pasadena, California.! Cost: 60 for $1.00.

(b) "Deceivers'1

, an 11-page booklet written by Ebenezer Myers,
210 Vance Street, Lenoir, N.C., dated Sept. 6, 1953. Mr.
Uyers is a retired Methodist minister-western N.C. Conference.
The booklet was apparently published by the "Circuit Riders,
Inc.", an organization of "fine sound Methodist laymen" who
Mr. Myers says checked on Methodist preachers who have
Communist-front records and this corporation, he says, has
a list in a book of 2,109 Methodist' preachers with more than
three citations by the Congressional Committees ----..

%/4t^oW-/6?f

y&*** •mm fS MAR 16 1964
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"(4) The questions JHeerned with the foregoinflfcaragrapha are»
(a) Doee Mr. Hoover agree with the way his name and letter

has been used in the quoted pagee of the copy of the
Congressional Reoord?

(b) Are the "Circuit Riders, Znc" accurate In their accusations
of the 2,109 Methodist preachera? . ; :^:

-'•
• V

Mr. Hoover, my "reasons for wanting clear Information on this subject

is to be able to defend my church and what it stands for. Without "

having adequate information on thia subject which Z can believe, Z
am at a loss to talk, much less refute this issue with those around
me who are condemning the N.C.C. Zf the N.C.C. needa condemning,

Z want to know that too!

Will appreciate all information or clarification you can give me
on tbl* matter.

"**

M

*&?

""*~^*i' iijwyp^ip.nii wi^.
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JMarch 10; 1964

if

1 * ^

§ *>
Tour letter of March 3, 1964, has been received.

With respect to your inquiry concerning the
National Council of ChurchesT the FBI being an investigative

agency of the Federal Government neither makes evaluations
nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of any
organization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust

you will understand why I ant not in a position to comment along
the lines you have suggested. Ton may be assured, however,
that this Bureau has not investigated this group.

interest to you.
Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of

MAR 1 1 1964

Sincerely yours,

1 Efeic Horn

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security & r

-

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism . •

jNOTE! Correspondent is not identifiable in,Putties

sr-

rim:
*'
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March 3, 196b

3
•V

Federal Bureau of Invert! ration
l^ashin^ton, P. C.

Denr Sirs:

As you know, within the last several years there has been discuss-
ions within the Christian Body as to Communist infiltration and
influence within th£ National Council .of_Qiurche$..of Christ in the
United States of America/ Arizona^ being like most of our country,
ha? not br^en without this discussion* There have been many study
proups on this subject vithin the Phoenix area* It has had effect
within our Diocese and in almost every ^arishanj^nsrion of the
Diocese* including my own oafish church Lnfl K Several of
there groups have been lead by people v'uo aj^exurerceiy excitable,

I would like to know if your records show Cornmunist infiltr&tic-n c*
-m- sort "sithf.i: *he T^tiMiol Lom^il of Churches of Christ in the
United States of America, ylf you arc not permitted to release mater-
ials or statements on this subject, would you please fncctst to vh>;
a rry vrite* \.

Faithful]

/

'±J*-*m

4

I

'erf*

J Serving Scottadale and Phoenix J
in* H I 1)» | - i
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March 10, 1964

I have received your letter of March 6th and

can understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to#our inquiries, the FBI being

an investigative agency of theTederai Government
^er

rakesrevaluations nor draws conclusions as to ^character

the National Council of Churches.

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of

interest to you.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

in

s

o
c

MAR 10 IW

Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism.

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles.

DTP:iba Iffr
.t=S7HM
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March 196U

1* W ?:

Hr. J. Kdgrr Hoover
Director, F.B.I.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,"

I an « member of a local Methodist Church that finds itself, r.long

with Its 1 nlster churches in this area, Sn the midst of a well

orsa»lz«d "smear" campaign. It is concerned with accusations toward

'the<5fotional Council_of Churche s - of which the Methodist Church is

a member.

The National Council of Churchf.s is accused of being Communistic, that

members of its' policy-making hoards and heads of the organisation

either hsl.>ng to Coauounist groups, or are member" of the Communist

Party *tse?.f. There ara many documents, photostats of checks, court

records, ani e-t>er such "records", that are shown with the literature

being disti'lbut^d.

Alonir wit* this tyoe of accu*atl«*i r.oes th? charge of aiding in racial

•violence, and fufetherin* integration. -While we may or may not agree

with the stand the National Council of Churches has taken on race, we

feel it. is unjust to allow an crg*ml?9t! on made up of 3U different
denominations"^ he called Communistic. If there be any truth in

th«re charges, then, it is only rijht that those of ur, interested in

Juntlee an<' fair jiay, be informed.

We find th-it or. a result «f these charges our members are wi th<*rawing

their nresoncc and support. Not .1u3t for the Ketho.Ust Church are we

concerned and fearful, but wo fear for all the Christian churches in

-our land t'ho will be silenced and unjustly condemned.

We have been told that an independent group known as the "Circuit
P.id'.r*" have printed sor.c of the material distributed. I would also

li>r t« kno-.i the background of Carl Kclntyre, w»io is our of a group
dedicated to de-troy jn<r the Methodist Church by hie unrelenting charges

that the Methodist Church, nnd the authors of their literature, are

Communists, or arc Communis tic ally inspired.

I would arv^reci*»te yow prompt reoly. It seers to re? that groups
cau-Ing d< Trent! on and rifts in the churches in «ur land arc wr.rk?;

with the C'VTiunlat rckeme of things themselves. I am heartsick ov^

th^ havoc t-.^ese groups arc causing.

ri
^
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March 10, I9H^<.
'

* *»l .- « >»

->\ifc v«.

I have received your letter of March 4th, and I want
to thank you lor your generoua remarks concerning this Bureau. It
is hoped that our future endeavors will continue to merit your support
and approval. . ;

*
j

t.
'. *.-./

-A

With respect to your inquiry about the National Council .'-.

of Churches, the FBI being an Investigative agency of the Federal
Government neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the _

'

character or integrity of any organisation, publication or individual
"r '

Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to comment
along the lines you have suggested. Ton may be sure, however, that this
Bureau has not investigated this group.

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be of interest.

>*v

m

4

; i

Sincerely yours,

-*V
Enclosures (4)

' *. •

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement
t's Fight Communism Sanely!
ILEBIntro4/l/$l

In Freedom"
'

: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

mail momCD teletype wot I <&«"»
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Ftderel Bureau of Investigation
Uhshington, D»C.

Gentlemen

s

The purpose of this inquiry is to find out if there is currently aiy
communistic activity within the National Council of Churches of Christ
of America. If so, how such effect .does it have on the authority of
the Council's work*

I*g included in the lay leadership of a Methodist Church here InlW and quite naturally it is our job to lift Christ before men, aS
-aoxa of anything oosfunistidl

If the .national Council of Churches is adversely involved we vast look for
methods to correct this imediately and what can be more effective than
effort on the local church level?

ty thanks to the Bureau for its patriotic vigilance and determination*

Tours very truly*

- -7 *

{
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x. .-,.,-.... . I have received your letter of March 4th and
* /-*•''''

..
' can understand the concern prompting your conimn&lcation. .y

"•fj*^ *
\ w*

.

•

.
• ? :••;•••

Wttll aspect tt> your inquiries, the FBI being an ? :fe^, r

Investigative agency of the Federal Government neither makes -\-~Vv5 jjf
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or Integrity ^5 . —
of any organisation, publication or IndlvldttaL Therefore, I trusty .-ij i^f*
yon sill understand why Iam not In a position to comment along *•- m 5iv

co
the lines you have suggested. Ton may be assured, however, that •

.
• • 2 *; y,

this Bureau has not Investigated the National Council of Churches.
*

:M » ^
of Interest to you.

Enclosed Is some literature which I hops will be

V

•M *'-

.'*

'
*: ;»ncerely youjm^x •

'•: V •/.':; -)% VV'**'&$

t:
>G*ju»HftMK

(5)

. */ Director,

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I

'-'

' Faith In God—Our Answer to Communism '•>.

LEB Intro, 1-61 •

'

'

'
• ~

; 'ft':
'•

Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 '•'?

2 Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion_
, *™.«- ** ^_a.

'Identifiable In Buttles.Correal mtts

s3EasAR iED

:-.r=-^*>^ /,..

-„.k^ < ,
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Mr. J* Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr* Hoover:

S i *m~ I *» interested in some information concerning a book b£ Edgar C.

'>/ ^jTBundy enttUyCol" ' " " ~*
Collectivism in Churches*

rr

I really dislike having to bother you with such a trivial matter,

but this does have degrees of vit^l importance in my work in the

ministry. I wish you would give me any information you have as to the
validity of the comments made in this book concerning Comnninism infil-

trating into thenJational Council of Churches and other areas of church

life in the Christian religion in Anmrica. ~Z would like to know if you
have any character references of the author, Mr* Bundy.

I am interested to gain this information for vy own personal use,

as you are well aware of the problems that are developing in the churches

in America. As one minister within the midst of many, I am sincerely
interested in being able to evaluate what is happening in our day in the
trends of church life*

I would certainly appreciate all the attention that you can give

this matter.

. With kind regards,

P.S. If you have any. recent information or articles relate^ to whether

Communism has or has not infiltrated much into our churches, or church

related organisations, I would certainly be grateful for this additional

information. :p€^ <
-''Jf\ t?j^

*S
H0> 56 //*<?- ^?

to MAR 11 «H»
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Memorandum

IR #
:

. . C. LJLLIVAK V

31 £. "..in* £.*.IOIN, J3.
«J2T*.v .. . - C *T..wj

142C — ".V S72EST
COLL. -.*, SUuVd CASOLIK/.

imte: Larch 9, 1964 j/ *5£™F.
1 * Lr. Belmont
1 - ilr. roar
1 - 2^r. DeLoach
1 - iir. Sullivan
1 - Kr. «'..».Sizoo '/

1 - Br. B.V.Saith /

> . • -
*

A&.*+

. •• ->•> iv --.'.in called »_ tc adrise that the Lcthciiat T-.—-i.
.Uer ~is ".... -ccioa in South Carolina, Alabama and western "lories
11 be hcl . -^ i*c-e sez^aars on coi^-acisu this surfer. Be said i,« .

*

I

Isng been co-ce^ed about the dangers ©i' communism f.n the United S^*-.** ^
r.r.i X'^Lb 1» one .reason why he and- otaer Methodists like Lie are a)

interest in ecueatin

n

S
8

1 . ..* . by Bishop -ird— if Z could give two or t.. «.i

*l;s at t:. : sc jps whic^ is is er-oniaing. Ar the Bureau ..aow*,,

ice', tfc:.•: 1 cijht not be lecturing ray more than i? a!.solutel;

je.. v, i.- vwo or three times a >--•-*. In view o tiis, I. toe:
. 5 liberty o2 explaining to Bishop iL.rdin it would beve *" •

«t I couT-' ••-* •«*-» to £.ceopt anv cud Inwitr"*^ ^^^
I * * *

4

^^^^^^^^_^_^^____, "Be x^hoTStbodictc, Area***—-:.

-*.WSer^as vei; as t.:e Kati.-^-l Council of Churches, ;vo

.^der conc'._-t bonbawfc-wnt and all hi" l.ithodist clergymen are cc-usea.

vl heing cc.—unists. lie said he voulc. like to have ?e clear^np *-~i«

?7HoRf/ToR 2?19M
]»

»rjn>. C- 4-lNT
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r.«.:.-u>randun for iir. Selmont
I'-i: BISHOP P..VL niRDIX, JR.

>5

?-^

I

»-r.le natter and also explain that the National Council is not • «*,ru&ist front. I explained to Bishop iiardin that ye do not evaluete
*£i.-A£rXJ?ersoas or organizations and that ln"regaVd' to* the national
»-ouaciA we have x.&ver investigated the Council. Ee wondered about the
•front" ace .satioa. X told bi^i xJk 'Kitioaal^ouncil of Churches bu
~cr i>eea designated under Executive Tfcder 10450/ which contains a list
.; crraniz^.ions declared subversive by the ..ttorney General. J**L*
i pointed eve we hao cot investigated the National Council ©f Cturc/e^. 7
'..- replied ~.:at this is understandable for certainly there could be a-
rerco*. to c .hat. Bishop Hardin referred to ay lecture at Lake
J'w .:.lusl:a a:;d i.entioned that at that time I had said in regard tc a
Cystica tL t ri;e overwhelming majority of the clergymen in this country
\:iTC loyal co our Kation and X told him that was right, X did say so
a..«. X also r .: d that the churches had been a communist target for many
7'-zrs and vouic retain so and there had been some infiltration down^t...^..^ the_: >ars. but the ovegghelminr "- ^ - " "

- 2 -
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
BE: BISHOP PAUL HARDIN, JR.

"KSCCfiSISSDAI :OK

;

7. -t I be authorised to call Bishop Paul Hardin and toll
*_= the mat-er has been considered very thoroughly but because of
xhe extreme\y heavy burden placed on the Bureau it is not possible
;o furnish' a speaker for the seminars which he plans.

L

-8 -

»-.-.—. ^««»^»- *? * .*
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I have received your letter of February 21st and want
to thank you for your kind remarks about my administration of the PH. It
is hoped that our future endeavors will continue to merit your support and
approval.

With respect to your inquiries, I have been misquoted if X have
been identified as being either in support of or against the statements you
mentioned. The FBI being an investigative agency of the Federal Government
neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or
integrity of any organization, publication or indiviihial. In addition, informa-
tion contained in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official use
only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to
comment along the lines reported in the material referred to by you. You
may be assured, however, that this Bureau has not investigated the National
Council of Churches.

As you may know, UNESCO and UNICEF are affiliated with
the United Nations. For this reason, I am taking the liberty of forwarding
a copy of your letter to The Honorable, The Secretary of State, Washington,
D. C. , for any information he may be able to furnish you.

I am enclosing some material which I hope will be of interest

v
.1.. Enclosures (5)

DTP:lch (3)
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Sincerely yours,
I. Gd»r Hoover

(See NOTE and ENCLOSURES next page)
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The copy of

correspondent's letter'seWby form this date to State Department.

4/1/61 FBI LEBIntro
'Taith in God—Our Answer To Communism"
••Faith In Freedom" 12/4/63

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

1
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: £e*£r Kr Hoover:

£ Several membere from various denominations of protfcstentchurches in

*; the La Jolla area, have become increasingly concerned about a trend we

S think is developing; emphasizing legislative programs and the over-empha-
$ o -

M sizing of the National Council of Churches,

Because of this concern, we have formed a study group, primarily to

Investigate the influence; if any;of the N.C.C. on our churches: In regard

to legislative matters, and as to it's stand on communism.

I would like to stress that we are not extreme in our views; we. have

no feelings of racism; nor do we necessarily agree with the views of Billy

Hargl6 or Carl Fac Entire. Our group is made up of doctors, lawers, house-

wives, business men, but most of all Christians.

We are diligently seeking all points' of view on the subject, so that

we can constructively learn the facts.

In seeking one point of view, I attended a church meeting of Lutherans:

to hear their minister discurp "Christians, Communists, ind the N.C.C. M

The minister made the following statements, not only in his name, but in

£ the name of the Lutheran Church of America. I quote from printed material

he distributed.

••Americans who know what communists believe and how they conduct them-

selves and who have real knowledge of the organizations and^faons listed

below will agree with the following statements:

There are no communists or communist syrapathi zern in the leadership

Of the N.C.C.

There are no communists or sympathizers in responsible position in

any denomination having membership in the N.C.C.

There are no communists or ecwnunist sympathizers ^on P*9J}&SteT

the American Civil Liberties Union. (A resolution; adopted in 1940. bars
1

y.'« '»'
—
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r
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'
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'•' supporters of comf list or other totalitariarpWtrineB frotD •rving.)

.
* There are no ^lunlsts or communist oymjl^iizerc in the leadership

• of -the N.A.A.C.P.

There are has never been a communist or a communist sympathizer

in the Presidency or on the Supreme Court.

UNESCO is not "communist or communistic". ~

UNICLF is not "communist or communistic". "

We will certainly agree about the Presidency, and the Supreme Ct.

But we do question some of thene other organizations, not so much from

the leadership point of view, but rather from the communist sympathizer

point of view.

I

The reason for writing to you about this is thHt fee you were listed

as one of the Americans who agrees with these state-Bents.

Realizing you cannot often answer these types of problems, if these

statements are In part un-true could you reco-nmend where we might find

further factual material regarding this subject. If on the other hand

you agree completely with thp: e statements, would you let us know this?

/ We appreciate all you hive done and are doing for our Country.

Sincerely,

•'^^*^*,5*V* ^l^WBWHW
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March 6; 1964

*
z^- /-/073 *

I have received your letter of March 2nd and can
understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiries, the FBI being
an investigative agency of theTederal,Government neither makes
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity

of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, this

Bureau has not made a statement either in support of or against
the National Council of Churches. I have, however, assured
individuals that the FBI has not investigated this group.

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be
of interest to you.

/*
/*-

Enclosures (5)

Sincerely yours,

*• &fear Hoovar

John Edgar Hoover
Director

,£V

Jf<\

/f=ft

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

17-62 Internal Security Statement
t*s Fight Communism Sanely!

4-1-61 LEB Intro

Faith in Freedom

DTP:lch (3)

in God—Our Answer to Communism

TELETYPE UNfT
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March 2,

8

Kr. J* Bdgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washiivrton, D#C.

l^r dear Ur« Hoover:
/

This area is being badly divided over the part that the
Bureau of Investigation lias taken in the controversy as to
the Con-unistic influence in the

1 National Council Qf the
the Churches of Christ in America' attl only you can settle

It so far as Z can see.

First: The statement has boen widely published that the
Bureau of Investigation did investigate the Matioanl Council
of Churches and exonerated it and its menbcrs.of axy Cocam>-
istic leanings or influence* '

"

'

Second: the above statement is being countered by those who

claim to have seen an official statement by you that no such
investigation pas over made*

Tfculd you please be goodTSnough to tell » **dch of the

above is correct? And if any investigation or report was mado

by you or the Bureau I would much appreciate a copy, or refer-

ence to riiere a copy night be consulted.

I am very truly yours,

-/S*.
~

/on
rO?«#. %z MA3 ft 1K« '*.

ft
i"A

..--i^v jgrc. <•**?—/; . r *»*- '^^.'.^^^li
'.JHW'j v*» "'m*".^.jcyy; *M.t* f^ V. >;
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)
been received.

Tour letter o! February 23rd and enclosure have y\ * 5
1 *£

In response to your inquiry regarding the National

Council of Churches, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of

the lederal Government and, as such, does not make evaluations

nor draw conclusions as to the Character, or integrity of any organ-

ization, publication or individual. The FBI has not investigated the

group you named, and I am unable to comment regarding it.

With reference to "The Dan Smoot Report" you

forwarded, you may be interested in knowing that Mr. Smoot was
employed in the FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, until

June IS, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned for personal reasons.

Since his writings at the present time are personal ventures of his

own, it is not possible for me to comment concerning them. Tour

enclosure is being returned.

Sincerely yours,

MAR 3 -1964

,/:- /f
£/*'

John Edgar Hoover
Director

7\J-' /Enclosure . . .
~ NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. He enclosed a copy of

the January 13, 1964, issue of "The Dan Smoot Report" which is an attack

on th?Natlonal CouncU of Churches, ft is to be noted that in this issue, Smoot t

does not, as previously, reter tifnim'self as a former Administrative

Assistant to Mr. Hoover but his wording has been changed to 'two yearn on

FBI Headquarters staff in Washington.
'

___ MAtt.(feoCc?f*flLrrypEi
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Dear Mr. Hoover

Enclosed is a report on the N. C. C. , Could you please tell me if

there is any truth to this.

If there is, what can you advice us to do about it.

Thank You

Yours in Christ

P. S. I am a member of the hurch of America.

m.

•>»-.

f?.1

•g(F>
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VoL 10. No. 2 (Broadcast 438) January IS, 1964 Dallas, Texas

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

In a speech at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on January 6. 1964. Senator Barry Goldstar, saying

that a '-mind fed by communism" produced the assassination of President Kennedy, declared:

To anyone who blame. America for the tragedy which «n*kjn Dallas I «^{£2™
people and purposely misread our politics. It was not a mind nurtured by American philosophy

that turned to violence ....

-Mark this well -the day we permit anyone to equate protest with hate, we will set[the

ata^for imtparty tyranny 'and tKHnd ofV" debate To anyone ^J^J^S^*
position breed* hatred. I say you lie - that you pervert the very basis of our government.

America urgently needs leadership which expresses such^>tel^ *L?£ '

simple, forthright accuracy in evaluating momentous events. Compare the tone of ^waters te-.
jr!,

-\ BttrL-in a fimdraising political speedi-withtlut found .n the .;

J -feligious" leaders just a nionth before, when the National Council of the tturches of Cnnst in

the US.A. met in its Sixth General Assembly at Philadelphia, December I to 7, 1963.

Much of the speech-making at the Assembly was devoted to commentary on the assassination
.

of President Kennedy. J.
Irwin Miller, retiring President of the National Council, said:

-And now in this last shocking week, like bird, of illomen. all our fears, our tad"™"**W our selfishness which we have tried to rename 'Liberty-- they have all come home m one

dreadful act, and have forced us to our knees in shame ....

I„ a formal "Message To The Churches." the Sixth General Assembly of the National Council

"of Churches said:
#

•».;"

-With the loss of our President we .... see ... the disclosure of a«^ntisag fc«t*^fa *e K.,

nation which threaten our very structure as a democracy .... fa/^^™ *"**J"*~^
on the incredible horror of hite in our nation the full extent of which icmams unknown ....

Surely we are under the judgment of God."'"

.-:*

TIIE DAN SMOOT REPORT. • naguioe published e«eqr washJ*J2"J^f~**^]£?S^ddm P. O. Bo. 95J8. Ukewood s£tion. &JUs. T«— 75214; TftJX^«55Hi-tiJi
6441 Gesmi A~oue>. Subscriptioo cm: $1000 • ;r~**gl~f^^SS&SlJ^hZ

> awfl $12.50 • year, by airmail (iodudiog APO and FPO) *UM£year. *ff^«£<**
mm

./ for 25*. 6 fer$U)0Y50 for $5.50; 100 f«.

$10.00--eech price for balk—iw— »e«

.mlesant on all oeden originating loTaa* for Teams ddivary.sr-

Copyright by Dan Smoot, 1964. Second class mafl privilege authorised at DaDaa,

No reproductions permitted. tuxnr*

Paget
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' TT* Reverend Dr. Frankft Jjfcittell (official

of the National Council whojgfa communist-

front record) alleged that cMRun of the Na-

tional Council comes from "America's spiritual

underworld" and compared it with "attacks"

which can be found in communist newspapers

and in the "captive press under the Nazis."'
4 '

The "racial question" in the United States

was the principal topic of discussion and action

at the National Councils Sixth General Assem-

bly. The Assembly endorsed all provisions of the

proposed Civil Rights Act of 1963, including

specifically the controversial "public accommoda-

tions" section. It demanded that Congress "take

every step necessary" to pass the Bill. It urged all

Christians to write, call, or telegraph their rep-

resentatives; and it sent busloads of Assembly

delegates to call on U. S. Representatives in

Washington and demand speedy vote on the

measure/*
1 7"

The National Council of Churches represents

church organizations whose total lay membership

is estimated at 40 million. The implication is that

40 million American Christians approve of lob-

bying, on the part of their churches, for the Gvil

Rights Bill.'" The implication is false. The Na-

tional Council of Churches utilizes the prestige of

40 million American Christians and of their

churches, but does not express their will. It ex-

presses the will of officials who control the

National Council. Indeed, many activities of the

Council are objectionable, if not repulsive, to the

millions of Americans whose church donations

help support the Council.

The Council Created Itself

The Federal Council of Churches was organ-

ized in 1908. By the middle thirties, it was so

heavily infiltrated with communists that the Office

' of Naval Intelligence branded it a subversive

group.
1"

By 1950, pro-communist extremism in the

Council was so apparent that the organization

was losing pf^Mupport A change of name—
but not of poljgF leadership— was effected. In

November, lW, the Federal Council merged

with 7 other church organizations
,w and formed

the National Council of Churches. The old Fed-

eral Council leaders became the leaders of the

National Council. The Federal Council BaUetin

for December, 1950, officially announced that

"All the work of the Federal Council will con-

tinue under the new auspkes."
,n

This "constituting convention" was held in

Cleveland, Ohio. Delegates of 28 church denom-

inations took their whole church families into the

National Council. Thus, denominational church-

es with a total membership of something like 28

million people became members of the National

Council of Churches by the arbitrary action of a

few score delegates at the Cleveland convention.

The question was never submitted to individual

church congregations for approval or ratification.

Today, the National Council represents the hier-

archy of 35 cooperating Protestant and Eastern

Orthodox denominations™ whose total lay mem-

bership is estimated at 40 million.

The Repulsive

In 1957, the department of racial and cultural

relations of the National Council of Churches

published a 40-page pamphlet entitled "The Ne-

«o American-A Reading list." It was a recom-

mended reading list of 240 books for church

people—both children and adults.

On April 20, I960, United States *"">!*
bve Donald L Jackson (Republican, California)

discussed the National Council's reading list in

a speech to the House. Some books on the tat

contain passages so filthy that Mr. Jackson, in def-

erence to good taste, refusedI to put sample.pa*,

ages into the Comgresshmd Rtcori. He toM,ofa

Olifornia housewife who, Hying to &* *£
adults, quoted passages from some ofd* l»*J

but was told bfFXl officials
;

lhat*£*£
was too obscene to maO. Mr. JacksonM bow

ever, discuss a few of the authors:

Fig* 10

%*—T •<**«• • mrw— W ••V
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(1> One of Victor Perlos fcbgison *« Na-

tional Council*, reading list. ?flN<* wa* PVj"

Uhed in 195S by Iniern»tion.l^bl»he«. major

eommunUt boolpubltohing firm m the United

States. Victor Perlo. a communitt, was at one

time head of a Soviet espionage group mside the

U. S. Government.""

(2) One of Herbert Aptheker*s book. toon

the National Councils list of recommended books

to church people. Aptheker is one of the chief

iEoSnWf the
P
communUt party »» the

United States.""!

XS) The late W. E. B. Du Bois was for many

•ears the leading negro communist m the United

gates, a hero of international communism. A

few Vears before his death, Du Bois told an audi-

eSce'oJ Oiinese communis... in Peking..that Ae

United State, is an enemy of Africa. saying. Be-

ware. Africa. America «Wta/*^£±t
He urged Africans to "arise" and join the Soviet

bloc. Commenting upon the trial ofJulius and

Ethel Rosenberg (Soviet spies). Du Bou said of

the American people: y

-We are the murderers hurling^mud. We are

the witchhunters drinking blood.-""

In a poem praising communist China, Du Bois

wrote these lines:

-Down then, religion and church . . / away

myth and miracle, creed and dogma. Rejoice,

honesty. God lives again! But not your God.

SropI and America! Not that. *«*«£•
Christ to kill, no faith to fan. What China

worships is a man. A workingman.

One of W. E. B. Du Bois' books toon UieNa-

tional Council of Churches* list of "best books

fcafe to recommend for children.

(4) Shirley Graham, wife of the late W. E. B.

Du Bois. was also a leading American communist.

The National Council of Churches* reading list

gecommends six of her books.""

(5) Gene Weltlish. who has an extensive com-

tnuntot front record, was dismissed from Colum-

"ia University in 195S after die had accuatd
I
the

United States of waging germ warfare »£«»•
The late Ruth Benedict also had an extensive

communist record. A book by Weltftoh and
I
Ben*

4kt is on the National Council of Churches

recommended reading list.""

(6) Gunnar Myrdal to a Swedtoh socialist. Hii

•on is an official of the communist jiarty m
Sweden. Myrdal's book, An America*

criticise. theV^d torn ^""'^J?
practical and *«ed for modern eotiditmns.

ft accuses thWounding Fathers of intrigue

which made the "Constitutional Convention .
.

.

nearly a plot against the common people- *"

AmeLsn
?
DileTma to on th<J*atkm. Council

of Churches* recommended reading list for Amer-

kan church people.""

(7) E. Franklin Fratier, a writer for commu-

nist publications who has been ««cuted with

dozens of communist fronts, has two books on

the National^^^^n^m^One of the two books-Tfce N*gr°J*™ ~""*
States-has been favorably reviewed u.at least

two communist party Mwspapen. the Dmsy

Worker and the People's World.""

(8) Alan Lomax has been ^"f^.-
or more communist fronts and has been active

as an entertainer at communist meetings. A ooo*

by Alan and John Lomax »«the National

Council of Churches* reading list.'-

(9) Benjamin A. Botkin. who has been

•ted with 15 communist front*, has one book on

the National Council's reading list.""

(10) Langston Hughes, for years a leading

communut,"" who wrote^"•H^ ™ ««
-Goodbye Christ," has 9 books on the National

Council's reading list.""

William Graham Cole wrote a pamphlet en-

titled Called To Responsible ^domTbe
Meaning of Sex In The CbrssUan ^*T*f Of-

fice of Publication and Disributoon of tbeNa-

tional Council of Churches (475 **«*J
*"*

New York 27, New York) published the pam-

phlet in 1961 for The United Christian Youth

Movement.

There are words in this National Council

of Churches pamphlet which I will not, tn re-

spect to the good taste of my readers, repeat in my

Report; but 1 have extracted enoughto *******

only a preoccupation with erotica, but a fatoto

tionVthe meaning of Sag**?*rg»r*£
to written as a dialogue between ** t*hor and

a teenager, in a style and language which tbeau

J^lp^endy. insiden fuitable for Amenean

youth,

.

Here to tome of the itithort counsel tomeinv

>x
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aginary teenager about scxQ" jfreedom
and the

Word of God: -
Kjjr

•We are asking you to «Pi look at what

the Bible has to say about this whole problem

.... You may be surprised to discover how much

tense this dusty old book makes. For instance, I

am sure you think the Bible takes a dim view of

sex in general - all that jas about Thou shah

not* and anybody who even thinks about sex u

already guilty. The fact is, however, that the

Bible as a whole is not only strongly in favor of

ex, but also surprisingly frank about it ... .

There is no suggestion anywhere that anyone

should be celibate ....

-Jesus had his greatest difficulty with a group

of characters known as Pharisees ••••}• ***1

were around today (and some of them are!), they

would have your relationships with the opposite

sex regulated totally. Holding hands in the back

scat of a theatre would be permitted as would a

chaste good night kiss at the door, providing only

the lips met without further bodily contact. You

could neck in a parked car for six minutes and

thirty seconds, but no longer, and there would

be carefully detailed rules about what you could

and could not do ...

.

-Well, both Jesus and the Apostle Paul were

seeking to set men free from this sort of legalistic

bondage ....

-You're being pulled in two directions ioday.

One group says to you. 'Be face!' No rules, no

holds barred, anything goes. On the other side.

«ou are told, 'Be responsible!' Live according

to the rules of society, the dictates of your par-

ents, and the faith of your church. Now the

Christian life' occupies a point in no-man » land

between these two opposing camps. It says a

yes and a no to both sides. For the Christian there

are no laws, no rules, no regulations . . . .But

this does not mean that the Christian u irre-

sponsible, selfish, and capricious. He must al-

ways be concerned about the effect of his actions

on those around him ....

-Do you think there are definite rules govern-

ing your behaviour on a date? If so. then you

can stop right here. You have no problem. You

know .11 the answers .... But ifyou are just

a little bit unsure ... then we can continue our

The trouble with most of society's codes of

sexual morality is that they are aim©*J»"«™y

concerned with the group. If^e^**00"1 *«
oceds and the problems of the individual ....

-Officially. Western dviliiation has for some

time now l(?*>rf all sexual activity . . . before

marriage anfrJArecd that monogamous fidelity

until death a]H be the standard governing all

men. It has wOd to block irresponsible sexual

activity by building up walls of guilt and shame

and anxiety about the whole business, seeking

to frighten the young into conformity with the

rules. The net effect has been to make people

feel that sex is 'dirty,' unclean, shameful -some-
thing nice people never discuss and seldom do
except in strictest privacjrand then primarily for

purposes of parenthood.

-It is against this shadow of silence and shame

that many a modern has revolted . . . *. This re-

volt is. of course, correct. Sex is a God-given fact

of nature ....

-Our culture declares that all sexual activity

within marriage b legal, proper, and good,

while any such activity outside marriage is illicit,

sinful, and wrong. This is to ignore the personal

dimension of life You and I know perfectly

well that there arc many marriages that are

simply matters of convenience, that such sex as

goes on within in them is selfish, exploitative,

and,evil. We know further that there is sexual

contact between unmarried couples that is snoti-

vated by love and which is pure and on occasions

beautiful ....

The real essence of immorality, from the

biblical standpoint, is for one human being to

treat another as a thing and not as a person ....

-The crucial Question to be asked about any

sexual contact— from holding hands to complete

intercourse— is not so much what is done as what

is meant. A relatively mild necking session can

mean a crude and selfish abuse of a person as a

mere object while a more intense type of petting

can mean that two human beings are expressing

a genuine and deep love for each other. This is

why the attempt to set up elaborate rules govern-

ing dating behaviour b so suit. Is it all right to

bold hands but wrong to pet> Society seems to

sav so. but then society has only its external con-

«erh. It cares little or nothing for any motiva-

tion, only for results But as Christians we

are very much concerned with snner motive-

-In the personal, individual sense, then, what

justifies and sanctifies tonality sjiyot the «•

ieroal marital status of the people baforeAebw

but father what they fed toward each other sn

their hearts. MeasuredMjSiAJ»iSS
hands can be very wrong indeed while intimate

sex-play can be right and good.

«: i
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* "Christian freedom . / *ni^es inner trans-

formation, a fiee acceptat..* ^hc law of love

.... When you live by tA law. there is no

bondage and no struggle butfjpmtaneous self-ful-

fillment .... You are not bound by detailed rules

of behaviour, telling you it is 'all right' to go so

far in expressing affection for a member of the

opposite lex and all wrong to go farther. No one

outside yourself can tell you that -not really.

That u a decision you must make for yourself

in each concrete situation. With one person it

may be wrong to do anything at all because it

would be false and cheap, while with another

you may find yourself entering into a gradually

.deepening intimacy in which you discover your-

self ....

"You have got to make up your own mind, in

the best light of your own conscience, what your

own standards of conduct are going to be. and

then do your best to live up to them. No one else

can tell you. And face it, you may be wrong ....

The Christian faith is based on forgiveness, so

this is not our real problem .... the Epistle to

the Hebrews would have us continue to run^jhe

race, looking to jesus the author and perfector

of our faith, rather than look back in remorse

over the times that we stumble . . .
."

The Objectionable /

• Xhere is probably no activity of the National

Council of Churches more objectionable to most

Americans than the Councils debunking of

American patriotism and its relentless propaganda

for a one-world socialist super-state which would

eliminate not only the independence of our Re-

public but our identity as a nation.

Years before the Council adopted its present

name, it was clearly on record as an advocate of

reducing America to the status of a province in a

socialist one-world.

On March 16, 1942, Time magazine reported

the highlights of a report adopted by 37) dele-

gates of the Federal Council of Churches attend-

ing a National Study Conference held that month

at Ohio Wesleyan University. The leport, sub-

mitted by the Commission to Study the Bases of

* Just and Durable Peace, called for:

"Ultim{?"x, !fcworld government of delegated

powers.* oJ|V abandonment of U. S. isola-

tionism. Sttfug immediate limitations on na-

tional soveUjniy. International control of all

armies ft: navies. A universal system of money
.... Worldwide freedom of immigration. Pro-

gressive elimination of all tariff and quota re-

strictions on world trade .... A 'democratically

controlled* international bank Ho make develop-

ment capital available in all parts of the world

without the predatory- and imperialistic after-

math so characteristic of large-scale private and

governmental loans."*

The conference concluded:

"Many duties now performed by local and

national governments 'can now be effectively

carried out only by international authority.* In-

dividual nations . . . must give up their armed
forces 'except for preservation of domestic order'

and allow the world to be policed by an inter-

national army Ic navy ....

"The ultimate goal: 'a duly constituted world

government of delegated powers: an international

legislative body, an international court with ade-

quate jurisdiction, international administrative

bodies with necessary powers, and adequate in-

ternational police forces and provision for en-

forcing its worldwide economic authority."*

Three years later— 1945— the Federal Coun-

cil of Churches was one of 42 national non-gov-

ernmental organizations invited to send delegates

to the international conference, at San Francisco,

which founded the United Nations.**" Support

for the United Nations, and for efforts to

"strengthen" and expand U N functions, has

been a major policy goal of the National Council

of Churches since the Council was formed.
04

' Tnc

UN represents a step toward a one-world socialist

super-state, which is a primary goal of the Coun

cil (just as it is the primary goal of the interna

tional communist conspiracy).

The United Nations is a godless organiatioi

in which no Christian would ever be permittee

to testify officially to the mag ptt •*£*"

Christ; in which no Jew would be permitted tc

expound the principles of bis own idfctous faith

Tne governmental principles expressed in the

Page 13
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United Nations Charter are *g% and sharply

inimical, to the governmental pn9Wes expressed

in the American Constitution andTJill of Rights.

Yet, large numbers of American Christians and

Jews—and Americans of other faiths or of no

faith—believe that the UN is a noble organiza-

tion deserving praise and militant support Re-

sponsibility for this wide-spread ignorance can be

attributed in large measure to propaganda of the

National Council of Churches (together with that

of other "religious" organizations, Jewish and

Catholic, which cooperate with the Council's

political ecumenism).

National Council officials realize that mass sup-

port for world government can never be created

in the United States until Americans abandon

their motional pride. Hence, debunking patrio-

tism—subtly inculcating the notion that love of

one's own country is somehow evil—is an insist-

ent refrain in the National Council's pronounce-

^

ments. This fact can be seen in speeches of Coun
:

-

cil officials at the December, 1963, meeting of the

Sixth General Assembly. America is a land of

bate, violence, and bigotry, whose people bare

shown insstfficient concern for the rest of the

world: this is a theme which can be found in

major speeches to the Sixth General Assembly of

the National Council of Churches.

Christians generally feel that their faith lays

upon mem a responsibility to share their material

blessings—to give aid to others in need; but giv-

ing is an individual responsibility, which must be

discharged voluntarily.* The decision to give

(when, how much, and to whom) must be made

by the individual, prayerfully and in response

to his own conscience. When the federal gov-

ernment confiscates the earnings of people for

"'giving" to someone else (at home or abroad)

it not only violates the Constitution, but also robs

individuals of the means of giving, in response to

All of this should be obvious; but the Nation-

al Council of Churches distorts the obvious. The

Council supports every totalitarian welfare-state

and foreign aid program, with the spurious argu-

ment that "wej^a nation have a Christian re-

sponsibility to W^others less opulent Some of

the Council's mST ludicrous misrepresentations

of Scriptures are in its arguments for foreign aid.

Note this passage from "The Message To The

Churches" adopted by the Sixth General Assem-

bly of the National Council: .

"As churches, we must actively support the

United Nations and adequate aid for developing

nations .... bearing in mind our Christian in-

junction to feed our enemies as well as our

friends and neighbors."

Robbing Americans of the fruits of labor for

aid to godless dictators abroad is a Christian com-

mandment?

What To Do

The National Council of Churches is a pow-

erful political and legislative lobby for socialism,

hiding behind the facade of a Christian name. As

a "religious" organization, it enjoys tax-exemp-

tion, which means, among other things, that con-

tributions to the Council are tax deductible.

On page 7 of Instructions for Preparing Your

Federal Income Tax Return Form 1040 for 1963,

the Internal Revenue Service says that gifts to a

religious or any other organization are not deduct-

ible for federal income tax purposes if the organ-

ization "conducts propaganda or otherwise at-

tempts to influence legislation." Was the Nation-

al Council not attempting to influence legislation

in sending busloads of people to Washington to

lobby for the Civil Rights Bill, and in urging all

church people to lobby for ft? If the Intcmal*Rev-

enue Service would apply, to the National Coun-

cil of Churches, this rule which it enforces upon

tax-paying citizens and other organizations, the

National Council of Churches would die from

want of revenue. The organization is not legally

entitled to its tax-exempt status.

Tne people, through Congress, could compel

the IRS to require National Council compliance

with the Revenue Code; but it b unlikely that this

will ever be done.

Fag* 14
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In a Resolution adopted «)A Sixth General

Assembly, the National Ancil of Churches

urged all churches (in thUT corporate invest-

ments as well as in their purchasing and contract-

ing) to institute an economic boycott against all

business firms whose employment practices are

not pleasing to officials of the National Council.""

Church members could use this same weapon

of economic boycott. If your church supports the

National Council, a portion of everything you

give to your church goes to the Council. If all

Church members who do not agree with policies

of the National Council of Churches stopped

their church giving until their churches with-

drew from the Council, the National Council of

Churches would probably die very soon, from

lack of support. This can be done. In a small way,

it has already been started.

You who want to help should make maximum

effort to get copies of this Report, and similar

material, into the hands of church people through-

out the United States.
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1940. In 1941, he joined the faculty at Harvard as a Teaching Fellow in English, doing graduate work for a doctorate

in American Civilization.

In 1942. he left Harvard and joined the FBI. As an FBI Agent, he worked for three and a half rears on conn

investigations in the industrial Midwest; two yean on FBI headquarters staff in Washington; and almost four

on general FBI cases in various parts of the nation.

In 1951. Smoot resigned from the FBI and helped start Facts Forum. On Facts Forum radio nod ttkvisloo pto-

Smoot spoke to a national audience, giving both sides of controversial amies,

— a free*

years

In July. 1955. he resigned and started his present independent puhlishing and braudcastug business -- ejfee-

enterproe operation financed entirely by profit, from rata.: rales of To* Doe Smoot Rupert, a weekly *&*"'
and rales ofa weekly newv.nalv.ii broadcast, to business firms, for use oo radio nod television as an adrerosmg v»

hide. The e*po* and the broadcast give only one side inptcsenting dociiinenrad trum aooot important aooss — «e

aide that uses the American Constitution as a yardstick. The Report h avaitahk by aabecrincfen; and the

ate avaitahk for commercial sponsorship, anywhere in the United

IT you think Dan Smoot is providing effective tools for Americans fighting socialism

help immensely — by helping him got mora customers for bis *sporf and Lias deists
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February 28, 1964

J^
Dear!

Your letter of February 22nd has been received.

With respect to your inquiries, the FBI being

an investigative agency of the .Federal Government neither

makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or

integrity of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore,

I trust you will understand why I an not in a position to comment

along the lines you have suggested. You may be assured, however,

that this Bureau has not investigated the National Council of

Churches. /

Mr. Dan Smoot was employed by the Federal

Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942,

until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned. Bis personal

ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly his own and

this Bureau is unable to comment on these in any way whatsoever.

Interest.

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of

Sincerely yours,

& Eftfev Hoowtr

John Edgar Hoover
Director

\

*?rP
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wMQft1V lap* gM .enclosures and note on next page.
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Pear Sir: *{.

Any information you can give jnc in revert* to the *ol ovlxut
""•

'$'

would be sreatly appreciated, ° xag "*'"Sf

disturbed
1^ .

lEBt 7ear * "&n and hiS opiniOM *• Sreatly
Last summer my sixteen ytrr old son won a trip to the b'.uin competition sponsored by the Odd Fellows, We recieved **.that time anti-U.N. cards that were UBsiSned and Jef^Jfd tohthe U.h. as the House that iiiss built .Printed by Life line!

I^hlfSr
°y hU8DITd l8 a dC8Con An owr c>urch and the meabere

of Churched " y * r€P°rt a?aln8t the^atlonal Council

The man whose literature and ideas are beinc advanced la aMr Dan Saoot of Dallas .Texas.
•»»•« as a

In his reports he identifys^himself with your organisationand uses you ss a character reference and to establish hislove of country.

Does this man Just like to be important and cause a atir?

Is he honest in his beliefs and doine what he feels needsto be done to help the U.S.A.?

Is
„
he w°rkinS asalaat the U.S. and merely causing confusionand deatroying what he can?

hel°
I

me?
kn0W *** "** °r h°W t0 JudEe What he •ay8# Can *ou

Sincerely,

NOT HP.COEDSD >
191 MAR » 1964
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UNITED STATfc-Jfc/ERNMENT

,
• •

: Memormdum *
# *t .4

TO Mr. A. H. Belmont DATE: 2-27*64

from ;Mr# W. C. Sullivan #/*Vo

sumccr
/'"—

JRCH IF AMERICA

\ + -. ^ Attached is a letter dated February 25. 1964. which hasJust been received from the captioned individual in which he makes
I reference to a news release of January 30, 1964. to the AssociatedPress by the Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations of the General
£^S&/S&<88 S°I

e8tft
S!

BPi;
c°P*1 Ch^ch in the USA. Th£ComartssifcuTwXtWi that members of their study committee had met witha representative of the FBI and were not able to discoverfaots Sat

Churches
0S °* COBBUni8t P»»»tratiom of the National Council of

«.«, —i—?* Bureau's attentiojThas heretofore been directed to this
f
w

^reloase ** ls r«*l*cted in my memorandum dated January 31. 1964which answered the Director's question in this connectton/ Attached'

whiSh^?e
<>

invSi?ed!
,BOr*lldlUI 1*U* mdo«uately describes the circumstances

a
•^

RECOMMENDATION

That I letter mot be acknowledged. tH MAR *>**

1-Hr. Hour CiT: Cffli\, :'3«- .."'V

* JASsjdd

Z Bumyan I

>«*
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February 25, 1964

Mr. Tots'

Mr* Bclm
MrJ Mjiht

te.
Mr. C»n\

Mr. Gale
Mr.^JC&Vr

Mr.TButJ*
Mr.^T/vel
Mr. Tn»tt

Trie, Root
Mitt llulr

Mis* Cant

Airmail

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
U, S, Department of Justice Building
Washington, D.C.

j Dear Mr. Hoover:

f

if
There have recently cone into this headquarters a
deluge of letters from every corner of the United
States, many from members of the Protestant-Episcopal
Church, questionning a news release which was given
out on January 30, 1964 to the Associated Press by
a group calling itself the Joint Commission on Ecumenical
Relations of the General 'Convention of the Protestant*
Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. -•

This commission' stated "the members of our study committee*
met with personnel of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,^
but were not able to discover any fact or record that fc
^Suld support such charges", meaning charges that the
^National Council of—Churches had been penetrated by
communist"influence or* propaganda.

Perhaps you will recall that the House Committee on Un-
American Activities conducted a full hearing for Secretary
of the Air Force, Dudley Sharp on February 25, 1960 in
relation to certain statements in the Reserve non-commission
officers training manual on Internal Security.

At that time it was stated by the Chief Counsel of the
House Committee, Hr. Richard Arens,' that a check of committe
sources and files showed that more than one hundred persons
in leadership po8itionsin

/
tJtyg9Tational Council of Churches

had been associated wi^PQommunist, enterprises running into
the thousands. A /OO*&YjL!Zl^ , - y
When the House Committe^Sffi|p tgg»» chairmanshf3^?Lthe

/Ute
Congressman Francis E. ^Irrarf invited leaders of the* Hation
Oouncil of Churches to appear underneath before this
committee, and deny the««ammTTfeeTs documentation, these ;•>.'••

leaders of the National Council of Churches refused 'to.do v«o



..*•

<

is

s

.X*

8

.44

Page Two - Mr; vep

fou will also rwall that during your te&fHony before the Sub-
""•'^Committee on Appropriations of the U.S. House of Representatives
j in 1961 you were asked the question by Congressman Elford Cederberg

of Michigan why the National Council of Churches and its leaders were
"so naive toward the threat posed by communism in this country.

w.«

This question was followed by a detailed answer by yourself. .**%-'

-*
J

I

I

Although you did not mention the National Council of Churches spe-
cifically in your reply, the question was concerned 9 in the main,
with the National Council of Churches*

Over a period of years the Church League of America, its officers,
Board of Directors , and the countless thousands of members and su?->or;
we have throughout the United States in every branch of the Christian
faith, have whole-heartedly supported the Federal Bureau of Invest! ^a-
and its Director* We have defended it from the public platform, nver
radio and television t and in debates with communists and corounist
sympathizers throughout our country* We have avoided hysterical , un-
supported, and undocumented charges or statements. We have reproduce:
the statements of the Director and his testimony before the various
committees of the Congress, starting with his "Menace of Communism"
given to the House Committeemen Un-American Activities on March 26,
i9"7

-
' ^fiF*#nA'

We have written resolutions in the Illinois Department of the America:
Legion, in the Sons of the American Revolution and for other patriotic
groups in this country supporting the F.B.I,

Consistently, we have told all of our audiences, orally and in print,
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation does not furnish evaluations
or comments on any organization or individual* We have cited your ow:
letters to us, your statements to the Committees of the Congress, and
your statements to the press in this regard* We have told them that
the F*B*I* can only gather data, process it, and send reports to the
Executive Agencies entitled to receive such information*

\We cannot believe that the Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations o
Ithe General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.;
would be given evaluations or comments on the National Council of
Churches by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, from personnel which
are not identified in the press dispatches* This, of course, would b<

in violation of the rules governing the conduct of the Bureau as state
Iby yourself time and time again*

In order to answer the many hundreds of letters which have co*ne into
this headquarters from concerned Episcopalians and members of other
branches of the Christian church, we' would appreciate a statement of
clarification in regard to the meeting of the Joint Commission on
Ecumenical Relations of the General Convention of the Protestant Spisc
Church in the U.S.A. with "personnel of the Federal Bureau of In- -.

vestigation."
'

-~,^'rw /;;;;.•' tvi^rV*.'*
-'

'"' :"" &
:

; «''«*
..

'

V*ry sincerely yours, >

»»»(»».««,
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February 27,- 1964 -v-^'*

I have received the letter of February 21st from
you and your husband, mad want to thank you for the kind sentiment!
you expressed.

With respect to your inquiries, the TBI being an
investigative agency of the Federal Government neither makes
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity

of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust

you will understand why I am not in a position to comment along

the lines you have suggested. / You may be assured, however, that

this Bureau has not investigated the National Council of Churches.

Mr. Dan Smoot was a Special Agent of the 1BI from
March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily submitted
his resignation. His personal ventures and his opinions and comments ^
are strictly his own and this Bureau is unable to comment on these >> ^
In any way whatsoever. <b ** V

I am enclosing some material X hope will be of infebjet. **>

it :

tf

Sincerely yours,

%>
.-?*

- Enclosures (4) - »••*"• r».

1 - Philadelphia- Enclosure '" > p -
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_JB8;jf
f (4)

. i See note arid enclosures>ext page.
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Enclosures:

4-17-62 LEB Intro

3*-1-61 LEB Intro

Let' & Fight Communism Sanely 1

Faith in Freedom

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The National

Council of Churches has not been investigated by this Bureau,

however, we have kept abreast the efforts of the Communist Party

to infiltrate this organization. Dan Smoot. former Special Agent,

resigned]
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Fri. Feb. 21-1964

Dear Sir.

FOr years we have been concerned about the

activities of the'Natipnal.Council of Churches. At frequent intervals,

we read in our newspaper of the support and'lobbying that National

Council is forever giving to promote liberal and socialistic plans.

We utterly dis approve of most of the stands they take.

We are educated people who read much and diversely,

and nrt uninformed fanatics, as National Council chooses to call all

those who fear its activities.

We have read Carl Mclntire's publications and find no

reason to disbelieve them - his writings are completely documented.

If this man is a lying "hate monger'*, as liberal ministers love to say,

will you please let us know. If his facts are facts, why is not the

questionable activity of this group given more exposure.

I am enclosing a paper by Dan Smoot. We have no

reason to disbelieve such documented evidence, unless you can tell

us the man is a liar and a fake. We would not take any liberal minister's

word, because they are as fanatic in defense of this Council, and as

full of hate for conservatives as they sayconservatives are for them

.

Frankly, in this day of political black mail, immorality,

deceit and "peace at any price, " we are disillusioned and feaxfuL We
are convinced the liberal policies of the past three years have burled

us down the road to disaster, and wonder if there i* enough real courage

left, to shout a warning loud enough to save us.
\/Ofi - '/ Yj.ft '/-

You are one of the few governmei

we expect an honest and straight forward answer
a considered reply.

v

i

t

\ ^&3fe:

*": * • *..We pray for your continued good health, as we honestly j^
fear a worse turn to the "left", If you should no longer

Sneer
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February 26, 1964
:1^;%
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I have received your letter of February 21st tad want
to thank you for your expresslosyof confidence in me. It Is hoped
that my future endeavors will continue to merit your support and
approval.

With respect to your Inquiries, the FBI being an
Investigative agency of the Federal Government neither makes
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of

any organisation, publication or Individual. Therefore, I trust you
will understand I am not in apoelUon to comment along the lines yon
have suggested. You may be assured, however, that this Bureau has
not Investigated the National Council of Churches.

to yon.
Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of Interest

Sincerely yours,

s<*r

j/
6**/

-««•

losures (4) Let's Hgh| Co'nfauitlsm Sanely ! gleprluted from ^Christian
Herald," January, 1962), April, 1961, LEB, April 17, 1962, Internal

Security and *Talth In Godr-OurlAnswer TO Communism" (Reprinted from
June, 1961, •Crusader. •0

,r
' ? ,^" t -- W^W ^T ^^'r

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Buflies.
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Kr. J. Sdcar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, 3). C.

Dear Er. Hoover:

aemember the child "Virginia" who wrote to the Jew J
or^ Times^askin^

thee if there really was a Santa Olaus? She said she was writing to

theia because her D-?ddy told her that if the Times said there was a

Sant? Claus, then she could believe it.

Kr Hoover, that is Just the way I feel about y>u an* t.h* FBI. You

are the one person I trust explicitly and if you answer the questions

that ere worrying me (and they are Just as real and important to me

as Virginia* o question) then I can believe it.

Our whole church has been split apart by the influence of liberal-

aocla3ist-cowmunist ideas (it appears to be a combination of all

three melded together) coming through our church literature, pro-

grams, study-courses, suggestions and outlines. Our church leaders

tend <;o cover over any criticisms with the "liberal" label, ex-

pl:.ininc tout it is a chan*-inc world and a chentin^; plane, ar. ice i.

chan-e end wc laust -row with them (sometimes this even includes

chan-in our minds about what the Bible really means, or what *nri :;t

rerll*' tau-ht, or even about the importance of these things at all.;

They seem to Irve put all of the emphasis in our church school

literature, uicc&zincs an! study bourses on "socisl concerns , sjad

our o'ill*^.+-l one as Christians to actively concern ourselves in th2

field.
w

•
-'-'-

-
- •:'?;4-^r5 -

m/

&I'm cure -'ou hr ve been a*r?.re of the criticism Jionped iijpoh the
P*a ' lonrl Council of Churches . Th :- Hethoalst Church, vbf which • I-jam

s member, -nd "tha Tatlone.l Council, ere closely rel^tei Spd:winter-

related. *fe ore supplied with a greit deal ofvliteHttire through
the Citional Council, and the Ke+bodist Church is the largest de-
nomination in the organisation, representing about ten million
people. I could not possibly go into detail about nil ef the state-

ments, iironounceu'cnts, and suggestions that have emlnated from the

U::tioaci Council, or even, indeed, vfrom 4h? liethodlst ^amrch, that

have cv us cd this upheaval , not only in Hashyille churchec * ~* *« ">

denominations) but churches all uround tho>oxmtrjJ^77Futj
jglarin*5 consistency continues^to stind ^iijij;^ey' alwajr©

H
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O^r contention is that the church doeo nSt need to take a stand at

Tttlr
a
»^?2 J""

68
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2
if the* thi»k they ^nt,ohtu?d the? Jelltiieir people how they should think, urging them to write OnmSaor to pressure various other groups to

B
£et the?e thSgs «Sted?

2? SSrfw J*o%
i<,e

? f
f
v
c?=««ni3t Influence in the iationafibouneilor Churches- is far-fetched, impossible, unli^elv ?*di5n™i^5E

:emoerB
P

?
S
ii
bl%0r »*?*!»*» * do no^mSn'nScisoIrily^^&l^

cSuJ^veslJo^d^t *SL°Taizatlon 8uch " th * ^tional Council ofvaurc..ea snoiua set themselves up as authorities to a***** *vT^ristian «w„ to all of these'.oonoSio S^SolSl SSSSiS?

have) Uli^d^ril^te & t^ll^o^ £55\£- "^^"^ *- you to answer in

co»e up with soae^erTto^ne'si ^Jt'iS."' *" ^ "**• to

flueucc on the chu-ches" £nS *??? £U?\£D9Jlca^aM their *»-
ever, that it easier Hia lt«Z J

111 ?robrbly dem-tnd withdrawal (How-
ot idttl, iS^bSS ^SJSUJSX°9 ^dlvldua

}
lurches do

*

g Present; appol»t* bN^oS^tLn* ^ttUfW? 1^?

-

Church, to study the Hational Council Ido^"wr -ethodi
recoii.:iendution to Ve Bo*rSini k» « aot ^^ •'"-* our
They ere not <Ls? to «& "£ i«i ii -J

8 *ra *«**<&**£ *>r answers,
we love our church and ou- coun?™

tt£ "archinS our hearts because
to help both.

country. *e have no goal in mind except

If you tell mo ve hr.ve no'thinr to fear T vni Ko-n„^ „for your prompt answer. * U1 bellcv« y°u. I pray

Jtespcctful • .,;;.".:*
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