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Your letter of NovembJr 13th haa been received.

With respect to your inquiry, neither I nor reprerent-©

atlves of tnc FBI have released a statement such as you indicated. My

articles and speeches are a matter of public record and have been

auot:M from time to time. Their use, however, does not necessarily

ie::i either that this Bureau has or lo 3 not approved t:»e manner in

which they are employed.

With recard to the National Council of Churches,

Intonation contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as

confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of
.

Justl-e and is available for official iwe only. I regret I am unable

to be of help in this instance but trust you will understand the

necessary reasons for this policy. "
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Enclosed is some literoiuro wl leu I trust will be of

interest, nlcng with a copy of "The CommunUt i arty Line,
"
^wMch

I nr. cred tor the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in X961 to

which report it is believed you referred. It is suggested you may

wish to read it In Its entirety.
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MAILC0 6

.flOV £01904
COMMtBI

Sincerely yours.

Is
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£ncto8ures (5)
.:,;«— ^DTP:eje (3)
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Enclosures and Note on next page.
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4/17/62 Internal Security Statement
4/1/61 LED Introduction

"Faith in Cod—Our Answer To Communism"
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles. Bis reference to the

Senate Internal Security Subcommittee statement originally came to our •

attention in John Stormer's book, "None Dare Call It Treason, " and its

loose language would give a reader the impression the Director made this

statement.
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Mr* J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C*

Dear Mr. Hoover,

i

The claim is sometimes made that toe Haticnal Council

of Churches has been and is now infiltrated by Communism.

YotTarc quoted as saying that this is true*

It is reported to us that in a report to the Senate

Internal Security Sub-Ccxnnittee in 1961 you stated The
National Council of Churches, its subordinate organizations,

and the leaders of many of its affiliated denominations and

their publications constantly parallel or follow the Commu-

nist Party line9'*

Please be kind enough to tell us *bether you made the

above statement and if you feel that the National Council

of Churches is now infiltrated with communism or subversive

influence*

Sincerely yours 9
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November 17, 1064 '^iSJiftg^*
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Your letter of November 11th has been received."M.^^

Id response to your Inquiry , neither I nor /•*%^^y*£f
representatives of the FBI have Issued a statement along the Unea_fr

you have Indicated. Any statement to the contrary is In error '

and It is hoped you will not use our positioo as a basis for y'- :

l'y-pi^

inferring either that we have or have not 'cleared" the National

Council of Churches. „. .^ .

Sincerely yairs,^:^^-
MAJLEP*

NOV 181964

COMMAS

5iS%

NOTE: By letter 9/28/64MB, made the geoei^^uirv^ceruing
National Council of Churches and was furnished outgoing lttVM. *?orj

Bureau reprint material we usually send in response to aninquin ^
type was forwarded to him at that time. No derogatoi^^ormatlon

in Bufiles concerning him. .', V x ; ^ V >~| ^<g^3 --^i*^

(3) J.j
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Itr. J."Mcw hoover, Director
r„-»*~o1 Puretu of Investigation

l!inU» *rA Pennsylvania /^envo

Uashircton, D. C.

Dev V". Hover:
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Tou ha-c been qwted, »s xslT as other *" •

officUl 6]o!ccsr^r or the Fed-irel. Purc*»»> oT Inv-sM-

C*Von, na attgekirj the HaUnn*! Gow«*t1 of.
.. : _

3Iwcii3S, specifically e^'tLns thr.t it is 9ub-V. : ,

vorsive.
'

"

..
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'illl you coransnt .en tV^se supposed eh^r^s

Cordially, >
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Your letter of November 10th has been received.

Hies must be^n^ informaUon in FBI J
the Department of JusUceand is Sole for^SST Wlth

T*1***™ of *

of this, I hope you will understand mv^lhfm ^ °ial U8C fll*r- to vle*
you requested. I am u^rto1^st^rL^J0minent to *• a*™"*
of the type you desire.

8uegest a source where you can obtain data

trate and AwJS^SlllK^ **! J""?* *"*** *> infil-

thwarted bvme Iart7J2F f
0l^ 80Ciety- Its efforts are bein*

•«™~.*~* *e8rettably, tnere * * tendency on the part of some la mai,-
2S8|,

f
m,S Charges as to toe «xtont <* communist success In aalato?iXf

* *"W? legitimate organizations and segments of our society, mSklfJZ?™**religious lnsututlons. We must continually be alert to commmSst*?lt»to penetrate and influence; however, our efforts must be ratifr*!;!?
**P^

objective.
••««• mna

jjj
MAiiiQsCuulosed la aojcie material I hope you will Uod of Interest

NOV]***..
I / simyrely yours,

*• ^ '
: *•-

1T , ttfiEtfgarHoovor „fcY <£comm rei I _. /
;
V , ^t Edgar Hoover gA*Y \J* . J^V^V4

Enclosures (4) i^1 ?' *' ^j|fU7 1,^
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Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! . V: : ., ^. ,-.,..>-->,* ^^?*«-««
Faith in Freedom, 12-4-68 ..,,:*:.£S^^^^^S^^^^
Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 -

;;^^•^^^iS^Spa
LEB Introductton, 4-61 .„..•• ^ ::^S^ ;^WBa
NOTE: Correspondent U not identifiable in Bufllee.
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Kr. J. Blear Hoover
Director of The F. .B. I. _. ^ n . _ . ,„ „

Vaahlncton, D. C. --,-.
"

' r.VVr'.Ti?: ^H^i^l^^
Dear T'r. Hoover:'--. "'-:'' ':*':- ^''^i^.-^'S-^^i^:^

T p-n **cretary of the ''ixed Adult
riethodist Church in^

-,.^..ir-.%-.-^

f th<

#i rr^?-??
r4'S5^*

Recently, ve have been discussing ConHunlsl W£l\
ton in our churches and church literature. >W»a fe-
£oup are convinced that we have Conjunistj In <***g^
5 Sunmof^Ssurchjw and other P?£oy ^Jy«f**«
.Llii, ullllilii ii -u- 1 "» \ tin* discussion of this iesue^onj

tends to cpuee disunity in tne church^- Tersonallj.

e flra believer in anealclns up ^ c*W*-^kg?f'
lfifc-7" 2 an sure a .talent fro. a W*fef l«fJU«Mfl
**> honor vill be a sheat^J ^ a«|ggpl»« our **
^""" Ions in this *Rtter.;jg;•'ia^^^S

Hill Ton please ^^V^teM}^^^^:
Do you know if any taown to«^f|\*«» affUlal

fh© National Council of Churchfft^^

ST *b*t advice do you ^e^^hur^^ri^^
fc. -. •:

.. Coaaunlst .^^^r^tmJI^^^t^^M

-v -•

•*
'^How nnd vher.e could one ohccl

^H?^4tion that »aj bo »us?ectea^ £»:?^ >:^

kv^jmw inforwation -that ly'oii ;*$.,..

"5e%»oot hely^il r.nd a*
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November 20, 1964

en*
*--<

CS

Your letter o! November 14th has been receives. 2

V/lth respect to your Inquiry, Information con-

Mined in the flics of the IDI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and

Is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of

help In this Instance but trust you will understand the necessary

reasons for this policy. It Is hoped you will not Infer either that

A-e do or do not have date In our files relating to the National

Council of Churches.

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of

interest

MAILED 6

NOV 2 1964

COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours,

t. Edgar Hoover

Enclosures (4)

"faith in God—Our Answer To Communism

Let's Tight Communism Sanely!

V17/62 Internal Security statement

4/1/61 LEB Intro

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

DTPtfcl (3)
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November i*, I*>u4

TJie Pcl*»r«'l ?*urrs*u of Investigation
V.*» shin v ton #
3. C.

Ci.'iitl'r.eu: s~\

Hvucritly the ; «vc- of criticise thwt the Ka tion»l Council

oj Chuvohot is "Coniaunist-infiltrwteu" hrs increased. As *

church isfsfoer v.ho?* church is pffilinted v;it !
i the K:tion*l

Council cf Churches I vould like to l;imu Uv; yew department

it-isls *:i tl-it ci-ucitl is rn« , *-nd Lssici»lly to *?1< one question:

Are t-.' i •'* Corirunists in 1.h*- i*tioiiy3 Cu»wcS3 of Churches.

Any informs tIon you nsy be sbl* to surply ne with r*»f*i"linf

this witter wiin b- most irracicusly epi.rccipteJ.

Th^nk you.

Since rely,

/..)

\
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i «^**^»y^r^^ rfW*>!!W
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November 18,T964 f&Jr

(£l« " CD* °
2 *>

Sincerely yours,

L Edgar Hoover

{">•'

Enclosures (4) f -i

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! / r . I .

Sernal Security Statement, 4-17-62 j/** i |
QJ

Faith In God—Our Answer To Communism /
J

LEB Introduction, 4-61

»*:

Your letter of November 13th has been received.

With respect to your Inquiries, ^?J^on
n̂ ^

£S5?K!5£^pSitton
T
to c^mmenlS£ the ilie *ou ^e

SSS/S H UThopS you wiU not inter ^er ^t we do or do not

Svl data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.
^

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be erf interest. ^

S^rEEE: NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in BufUes.
^

I T*lt. fUott -
r

. ^^
|

SST- MAILMO-O TELETYPE UNItO
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v^ November 13. 1964 (

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr* Hoover:

f — - "-- » —

i

I

I haye read, with lncreaainf Um, at «• "JBf "JW *?" ;

Church.

thS in • Comunist country ?-...and many other caaea. .

Surch Sanitation, aa far aa you know now.

Ik. book. I taj. read h.T. *£*»*Z£F5SH5£^T ••2SK••AS* 5. uSuaU^attaek. tB writerTnad danta.
these writers ^J«» '•.;"Si

1
lLJ?o"S council of Churchee

SSrfS tS^.tU».?.
e
di

,
rac?S

1
o?anSr.ctly by thair

acts or deeds.

this force.

Again, «any many thanks for your c^
Il8ide
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Your letter of November 14th has been received.

Although I would like to be of service, information
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is
available for official use only. In view of this, I am sure yon will
understand why I cannot comment concerning the organisation to
which you referred. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files
relating to the subject of your inquiry.

MAILED. 6

NOV 181964

CQMIMBI

Sincerely yours,

£&BM Hoover
*»* wi

correspondent or
NOTE- Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent o;

555-aswbssssssssssssss.
to the Bureau.
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TRUE COPY

9-26-64

Dear Sir:

I am very intested in my Country and church so

when I hear of communist infiltration in either I am disturbed.

I have read in a Dan Smoot Report that the United

Council of Churches has communist leadership and that it is

actually a communist front organization.

I do not like to take things that are so important to

my life as this for granted so could you please let me know what the

United Council of Churches rating as a commie front is

Thank you for your time & service

r*-"
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a*tr r L'Avs t;» town to
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"f*/,C- -,,,, / / . IJ %> November 17. 19M.,

m.

To'rao _

2 -

I received your letter of November llta and want to

th?nfc you for your generous remarks concerning try administration

of the FBI. It is hoped our future endeavors will continue to merit

your support and approval.

7/ith retpect to your Inquiry, the FBI does not issue

clearance or nonclearancec of any type. In addition, information

contained in the files of the FBI nr.ust be maintained ac confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is

available for official use only. Therefore, I trust you wlU understand

why I am not in a portion to comment along the lines you have suggested

ac J that you will not infer either thnt we do ot do not have data^ our

files relating to the matters you mentioned. . . "7

Enclosed is some literature I hepe you will findjtf Interest

NW 1719G4

Sincerely yours,

'- E4gv Hoovec

JtP
\:t,
itEnclosures (4)

"Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism"
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

•; •€«

~ 4-17-62 Internal Security Statement ^ k

«;oar.jd

He *r

Trlr

— KOTE: No informatlprffeppears in Bufiles to preclude sending this letter

IZZ MAIL AOOmO TELETYPE WITLJ /if' 1.'
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November 11, 1964
*-

The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover », >

F.B.I.
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Hoover:

For many months the churches of the Southwest have been

having a most difficult time due to the intensive political

propaganda of the extreme right and the Birtrhers. Although

th*e<National Council of the Episcopal Church, Bishops and

Deputies, voted to stay in «->»»<Wional Council of Churches,

there is still widespread suspicion that there are many

'Communists among Episcopal priests. Even some of my most

faithful parishioners are afraid and confuse*. They come to

me seeking help and clarification. They have deceived moun-

tains of material through the election campaign - *1"*Y*

-authenticated- - against the church and the National Council

of Churches.

If you have made any statement clearing the Episcopal Church

of these charges, or some positive statement about your find-

ings on the churches, I would so appreciate hearing from you.

I Tcnow only too well that there are some extremely liberal

clergy in the church; because liberal, the extreme right

tends to feel they are Communists. I am sure, too, that

there have been a few undesirable men, who have acted irre-

sponsibly. This is true of most organizations.

Like so many of your fellow Americans, I have long »*«ired

your courageous stand on the importance of the role of the

church, and the undergirding our youth with moral «^ »piri-

tual values
fox whom

t

At the moment, I find that the over 2000 sheep
eB. «t Wits rowmc.w, - —..- -

I am the shepherd, need the same steady diet.

. i Faithfully yours. ~

t.j.
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November 17, 1964
* »

\

Tour letter of November 13th, with enclosure,

has been received. ; . .

In response to your Inquiry, I must advise that

Information contained In the files of the FDI Is confidential

and available only for official use In accordance with regula-

tions of the Department of Justice. We have not, therefore,

compiled a list such as you requested. %\

I am enclosing material regarding the general

subject of communism which I hope you will find Informative,

and I am returning the envelope you so thoughtfully forwarded.

Sincerely yours,

^•Etf&irBaoveD

Enclosures (5)

Statement on Communism, 7-15-62.

Deadly Duel
Let* s Fight Communism Sanely!

America r
- Soviet Espionage Target #1

Self-addressed envelope
(2

L.

NOTE: Bslsed on information furnished, correspondent Is not

identlfiatyein Bullies. ,.

SAWsdes (3)
0"

V
3ffiffiS24.18

%Y

:V»

TELETYPE UNITo
L» i ijl- > » r„*; 7=rr-

»
I
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ov. 13 1964.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover.

We shineton, D.C. . -

Dear Sir:

Z an writting you in regard to a pamphlet

which I received recently. This pamphlet atated that all chur-

chea in the United Stated which belong to the Rational Council

of Churchea of Chriat are inclined tfr lean toward Comraunlan,

and that a certain percent of all money taken in by the chux*-

ch goes to heln Communism in this country.

I am a member of the Methodist Church, and thia Churchy does

belong to this Organization.

I am enclosing a aelf addressed stamped enveloped And would tg**'

©lease send me a 11 at of all miniaters and clergymen in thia

country who are* Communist.

Thank you

,VY
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9 !
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Your l«tter of November 10, 1064, with enclosure, ha£
)
tfeen.o

received.

While X can readily understand the concern which prompted ytfc

to write, I must point out that the FBI, which is strictly an investigative ageftcy,

does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions concerning the character or

reputation of any organization, publication or individual, nor does this Bureau

^ive "license" to any Individuals or societies to publicly praise or condemn

any organization or person.

Information contained In FBI files is confidential and available

for official use only, pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. This

Bureau! has ho control, however, over any private individuals Who choose to

criticize groups with which they do not agree and does not seek such control.

"tl . For the reasons I have set forth, I can assure yon tha£the FBI

has not made any public statement praising or condemning the National Council

of Churches of Christ in the U. 8. A. I trust you will understand mrpositlon.

?v - *% ri

In view of your interest, I am enclosing some material on

communism. You may also desire to read my book, "Masters of Deceit," which

deals *tth the menace of communism and the efforts of those who seek to under-

mine our basic freedoms. A copy of this book may be available In your local

:i library

:

MMUQl /

«•«*
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V
J. Wear Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Veshir.-ton, 2). C. -.^
Deer Sir* ;" - -.vf

Attached you trill find a letter written to pj »y«.h
STATE rF.TS, Dover, Delaware, td-ieh quotes the fact that the >^d
Director of the F.5.I. has catesorjg^djiihatj8_2jfrnaunla^^
eu~7>orter, ^flH| Run
Tve letter also con wains an UUl'llk-ULlU-l uw> «.^ .Til , 1ci]ulmw11<
of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. has as one or lie ©ojeowee
*Ji^c_le ,

.-.L_
, J. Ed^ar Hoover and the F.B.I.

Cfcese oen and croups have frequently Quoted your ptt*f«\*f
to nrove their joints against the ITCC. If the F.E.I, laaeea

has* euch infomction, then it should he published openly for CI
of us to see end rim: vide puhlic distribution. If the f»f;U :^

has not said nor inplied these thlns-a, then a puhlio leftgttlOB,'-

<? the in-ictrents need to he sade so that the "docuaentt* of ^
these sen vho stteeh us nay he refuted once tad for «U»...;-^^

» •:.--.is-*/**1l'

I*, appears that veheve slyen license for «en _u4_4ff|

I

to ruhliely eeeuee and bere»te individuals and "fT_J3S26»- .-.—

of le-el libel to ar-sear and eondenn not only good fortmptji-sr
A-e-ican citiser.-. but Christian crcur»e in our ooirtry
—_v.«- -s;*.- •**•--,- *% e 7.2.1. or c_r electe- rer. in C

upholder.- the Interritr of o__- Churches, Churchcea, or the -..C-IJ.

_?ot f "t>* ?.?.!. end Con-ressional R-cordc
as authoritative p

Cohstms
, jr the *•(

are ecctinually aaotM

1 -tool as Stated.
•//V-V-ey



?fcr « **

j

lMMMt>'< ^ >mi B'w sil

.-*'-• '

' •...V-^i^iggSBR

X
5JiTZ> -

:

>':
f .,..;. -:-^^*rr^St-7*

BaAWARE STATE KZVS, Dover Del., Kondaj, Kay. ?, 19^^P»j5^

1 PASTOR BKOKED OUTt

To the Editor

t

The letter to ©SIT of Rev. Curtis E. Ross, (10-27-64) & *s£5p.%-
which he stoutly defends the National Council of Churches *akefc]^v
interesting reading to anyone Who will study the activities Pfjg^-
the HCC. .?:' ~:

:-*~''$?:J&$fii-:
-.:--.*

'V,

The XCC cust be exposed for what it 1st An enemy of both*~v
God snd our Country. How I know this will start people •oream-^**. •:-/

ire LIES - RATE - 81ZAR - etc. but remember I will give good ;̂ »^ -

coney for correct information to the contrary. What the Reverend.::;;
did not ear is that the NCC has thousands of its Leadership *m\-s*tfc;-

Eembers of Communist Fronts arid Causes—. A result of OFFICIAL -j-yv

INVESTIGATIONS by the House Committee on Un-Aaericsn Activities, - *

;
.

boofcley Feb. !?5, I960 pece J303. Hor did he ssy that of the 18 :-.*&,

Xajor objectives of the Communist party against America, that the ; :w
ECC has these sane objectives (18) also asalnst our Country, ^ftor^:
lack of soace I will list only 5 of the HCC objectives. , i?^$g£%£i.

i.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Abolish Loyalty Oaths (Communist People's World,
p&ffe 3)
Aboil ch All Investigative Committees on Communism (American
Lerion Sfewsp&per, "Flrinc Line", 1-15-58) , -v

-

Increase Foreign Aid to Communist Countries ("Hews and *.-/,?;

Views", Vheaton, Illinois, Oct. 1958) -Ct» ii

Discredit J. Edgar Hoover and the F.B.I. ("Communism
in the Churches", by J.E. Matthews, page 21)
Clemency for Convicted Spies ("Recognize Red Calnat*>
Circuit Riders, Cincinnati, Ohio pas 7) **

Does tmlc put Rev. Curtis E. Ross in the category of Com-
munist eurr»erters, outlined by the Director of the F.B.I, as 1."'

STmnethizer8 end Fellow Travelers, Z DUPED PERSONS? Our people
siist know that the Communiste have succeded in Infiltrating and
usinc this Church group the 5CC as a TOOL to take over both r.^
our Relirion and our Country. ,1^4'

Our people should know, about Communism In our Churches, v
Contact this* writer for information.

rA"*rw »< vm , ww ** *m

.;. .
...

7
:'H^rK*«~-i-?&f - V
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November 16, 1964
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Your letter of November 8th has been received.

With respect to your inquiry, information

contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and

is available for offlcial use only. I regret I am unable to be of

help In this instance but trust you will understand the necessary

reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either

that we do or do not have date in our files relating to the National

Council of Churches or the other group you mentioned.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

Interest.

Sincerely yours,

8. Edgar Itoovw

Enclosures (4)

4-1- 61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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TRUE COPY
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11-8-64

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I am writing to you for any information

that you might havcand could send me concerning -

"Communism in the-National Council of Churches." Also

the involvement of the Methodist chufcK arid their clergy.

I am only an interested church member and

would like to know the truth first hand.

Yours truly

*-.'

i -

I
». •

*fcfc* /'

I. «pt • .

fck
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SAC, Louisville (62-0)
11-12-64

Director
•Bfc-

- /

THE UNITED SOCIETY OF
METHODIST LAYMEN, INC.

BOX 417
AUSTIN 64, TEXAS
INFORMATION CONCERNING
RESEARCH (CRIME RECORDS)

1
*

5

Reariet 11-4-04.

WormnUon concerning cptloned organlxatloajton "-J**^

„

into clerical circles.

j B Matthews, author of the book, "Communism to *»CburcheB,"

meotlone* inT-en^^^
Socialist Party. He^^JS^X^Sc5£lllto# Irom 1939 to 1945

in 1933. He was Umtltorj^^IS^Sl^lSS. to »» * **» Executive

and was Executive Secretary of that^^~?J^V b̂Mmmlttee (McCarthy

fit Director of^S^SSSPS^^Committee). He wrote the *^Jz&J?ZZ .. to which he uUegedttt least

in the July, 1953, issue^"^^S^^JS He voluntary aubmtttea

Sapp sarance of bis article. *3 &!.

Sol de, inctadlng nome clergymen, ^ tte eHeetttattte iwg""
,„„, ...^

iSrctenolCteUttobeenWUg^eo^-^
*»gw „

San Antonio

•-— - JMM:1

(See note next page) Kxtpage) < v.•,#

!»
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SAC, Louisville

Re: THE UNITED SOCIETYOF
METHODIST LAYMEN, INC.

The above Is for your Information and guidance in dealing with

Inquiries concerning captioned organisation. However, as a matter of policy,

the Bureau does not evaluate or otherwise furnish opinions or characterisations
elating to >wgant»aHon8. publications or Individuals. Consequently, you should

advise] Boat we cannot be of any help to him but It Is

nppreclat^Mlrffl^c^WmaHIa tbo FBI In this matter.

fifr

MfiTE; Bufiles contain nothing Identifiable regardtaf

nu

. - in \im i m* . i n iJ i jjPi>i J.m. S li^WW^W^<W^SP WW^PSpiliflppppWP«P^Pip»BP WWWPH
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UNITED STATES i •ERNMENT

TO

('try
subject:

VERNME

Memorandum
MHECTOB, FBI

'" SaC, LOUISVILLE (62-0) (P)

THE UNITED SOCIETY. OF
HZTflODliiT LAYWEtf, INC.
Bax A17
AUGtin 6'l, Texas
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed herewith for the information of the Burea

an«l toe San Antonio Office is one copy of a pamphlet or proehure

V.'.il

hlet ure_^^^^^_ idvlscd that this pamp
. lis apparently oelnj distributed ay mail in Lexington, Ky.,

ilar copjf v;a8 received by. hiiii t.irou :h the null.
Stated that he has no reason for bein;: o.i any

._ of suc.i an cr;ranl2atiori as he is a member of a

iPi«:;hyterlan Church in LexLuctcn, Ky.

<-)
'* It is noted that of the objectives listed for the

-Rational Council ..of Churciies and the oi;JC3tivcs of the .,

|c~,Ti:J7;lVt*Parti, item V, is "DISCREDIT J. EDGaR HOOVER AND \

ItHE FBI." "V

!

L

The Bureau and the San Antonio Office are reo.uested

to f jrnlcn any information they may iiavc concerninc this oriran-

lzition and to advise w.iother any such information particularly

with reference to a*v aM^BoJ^^^^credit Mr. HOOVER or the

FBI can be furnished tuM W*ho is Greatly concerned

concerning this partleular^RHu^Kd the general tenor of the

Iwhole uroctiurc.

?r

No comiuent has Lcen made t(*| ^concerning
this uutter and tiie copy of the brochure was accepted without

any implication tliat any action would be taken by the FBI in

this natter. oVjCf^ //;,.) „ ,-.-

3-B.-reau (enc l) tVICVl — -—
2-San Antonio (enc. l) UvAy^ I?/

2-Lduisvllle I NdV *vti«4
DIR/auf I Mir. ; P *> . ,M

/' fWCLOSURK J. n J \i t.

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly en the Payroll Savings Plan

/<*?3C

V'

T V*« * -=~ XT^« t VlVT IMTJrwy 2«K>"?!Wrjv-T ~TTT?3i^y*^ * rfr*^'

iit
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November 12, 1964

"f<> jo o- '?<>'< t? i -} V'

ft*

e.

Your letter of November 5th has been received. 3D £ —
*--4

With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord-

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available

lor official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why

I am not In a position to comment alonj the lines you have suggested

and hope you wtU not infer either that we do or do not have data in

oui tiles relating to the National Council of Churghes.

v

Interest.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

Sincerely yours,

/&
Enclosures (4)

4/1/61 LEB Introduction

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

> "Faith In Cod—Our Answer To Communism"
.-;,• NOTE: There is no record of correspondent lu BuQles.
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TRUCCOPY

November 5, 1964

Dear Sir:

f y
There has been (and still is) quite a controversy over

the National Council of Churches. Is this a communist front

organization? Are there communists in it? If so, how many? If it

isn't communist, who is making it an issue? In short, what has

the FBI found out about the NCC?

Sincerely,

L-.

fc

K'

il fe

':).) _

JB-23
j> ..

'/-pv.

F̂
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November 12, 1964 hz -

4v
/

Your letter of November 7th has been received.

With respect to your inquiry as to where you can

obtain copies of "The Dally Worker," it is contrary to the policy

of this Bureau to furnish such Information. In addition, the

contents of our files must be maintained as confidential In

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and

are available for official use only. I trust you will understand

the necessary reasons for this policy, and it is hoped you will

not Infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating

to the National Council of Churches.

:c
».1

-~«

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be

of Interest.

(.

Sincerely yours,

«. Edgar Hoovec

f"
J

/
n i

*

A

ff
'..J*

AJ
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Enclosures (5)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
One Nation's Response to Communism «,M,_W
note* CorresDondent is not Identifiable In Bufiles. While *___

iarmMSOSESiS, corrImpendent obvlo'tslv wants copies rfthe

Party orgffS3 a Is riot feltthat an eamlaJiaClon Is warranted for

of this communication.

teletype: tmrr I I

^ly Worker'
tanmunlst

purpose
i
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TRUE COP?
fc*

Dear Sir,

I would like to obtain several recent copys of the

communist paper, "The Daily Worker" How may I do this? Tro

interested in 1st hand knowledge of their attitude toward this election.

I am also interested in the attack Senator Joseph

McCarthy made on the protestant clergy. I'd like all the information

I can get. I am most anxious to hear from you.

us.

*

Thank you.

Sincerely,

/s/

P.S. Can you give me information about communist infiltration in the

theological schools & TheNational Council of Churches?

If

* f *

I •'
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November 10, 1964

received.

Your letter of.November 3rd has been

With respect to your Inquiries, information

contained in the flies of the FBI must be maintained as

confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department

of Justice and is available for official use only. Therefore,

1 trust you will understand why I am not in a position to ..

comment along the lines you have suggested and hope you ^

will not Infer either that we do or do not have data In our files

relating to the National Council of Churches. v -

tD*
TL ^J

Interest.

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be oL

ff»'

te

MAIUDft

NOV 10 1964

COMMFBl

Sincerely yours,

JL Edgar Hoover

9 £>M- * «
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4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

4/1/61 LEB Introduction
••'

> •

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

'aith in God—Our Answer To Communism
[OTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufies.
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TRUE COPY

Nov. 3, 1964

Dear Mr. Hoover,

/,' Can you enlighten me any concerning the

National Council of Churches?

What does it support? What is its purposes?

Who are some of the members endorsing it?

I have heard that members of it are known to

be communist; do you know?

Will appreciate any information you can give.

Thank you,

ST i
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Your letter of November 2nd, with enclosure,

has been received.

While I would like to be of assistance to you,

Information contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained

as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department

of Justice and is available for official use only. In view of this,

I am sure you will understand why I cannot comment concerning

tbfNationalCouncil of Churches nor can I suggest a source

where you could' obtain~tEe~information you desire. 1 hope you

will not Infer either that we do or do not have Information

In our files pertaining to the subject of your Inquiry.

iMILF.l>4

f:o« •''»»•

Sincerely yours,

rr
,t

f
-n i

h! I

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent.

WAM:dll (3) Enclosed envelope being utilized in reply.
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2 Nov 1964

To Who Ever Can Tell Me—

Sir

—

Would you please tell me if the National Council of Churches has been

following the communist party line? Have heard that it is and rd like

to know for sure. Is there any book or something on the subject.

Am enclosing a stamped-addressed envelope and hope to hear from

youV office if at all possible.

Thank you so much.
Sincerely

»

.

Ife

. <-
. ,

f * *
RK-51

/)

i.
, *

^
* .

21 Nov S 1964
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November 5, 1964
S~-.

ji

1%.

Your letter was received cm November tod and I want to than*

you for the kind remarks you made Concerning me. President JohnsjMrg
v
£»

Executive Order waiving mandatory retirement In my behalf was inneeft %»

an honor, and I will do everything In my power to merit the trust be tag ^
placed In me. /O * ^J '

Concerning the Inquiry regarding the National ConncU.ol
!
Churches,.

I want you to know that I have never made any puBHFstatement Indicating

that this organization has or has not been tamtrated by the communists. A &
sentence from a statement I made on March 20, 1047, before the Bouse

Committee on Un-Araerlcan Activities has been taken out of context and

auoted widely by opponents of the National Council of Churches. I am

idoslng a copy of page 12 of this statement wherein I have underlinedx> g ->

te pertinent sentence. •'Jo *

? B •• * The book, "None Dare Call It Treason," by John Stormer e»tff« ^
ambiguous and misleading statement regarding the National Council ol _«

^Ss^page27. Thej^agraph In question states, "The Ibttonal CouncU

S^o.^subordtoa^rganlzattons, and the leaden of manro««
ttdl^teddenomlnations and their publications ccmstetentiy parallel orftUlow

the Communist Party line, as exposed by J. Edgar Hooveir."-lb *******

this paragraph, I am sure you will see that I have made no •tatem^twhat-

^rreSrdtag the National Council of Churches. » is ti* ^J?****™
Sthe^leaJters parallel the Communist Party line. The Communist Party

, Bne las, of wursCbeen exposed by the FBI as Isjur duty as protectors of .

fe:

V
• W"

ll_

the Internal security of this Nation.

The authorvin footnote 17,

quotation has made reference b^aty

:
" '"

$& 'n ^
'

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure

1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosure

Ik.

ytAMp&JiS)
^ -. /

*VW BOOMO TElXTm* UWT C-J

Lb our c

^#
rr 7j pertaining to the above

prepared by me entitled "The&-'--
\

3;
Ml
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Communist Party line" for the 6enate ihteraaV^coiSnltteeln 1961,

I am enclosing a copy of this article which makes no reference whatever

to the National Council of Churches.

I am also enclosing four articles I have written relating to the

communist attack on religion. These publications clearly state my views

on this topic.

The FBI Is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal

Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to

the character or Integrity of any organization, publication or individual.

In keeping with that policy, I am sure you will understand whyl have made

no statement whatever either for or against the book, "None Dare Call It

Treason.*' ..:••''

8lncerely yours,

Mm Edgac Hoovet

Pag^lS^testtmony March 26, 1947 before House Committe on Un-Ameifcan

Activities

Communist Party line

Lets Fight Communism Sanely I

Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism
^

Time of Testing
Communism: The Bitter Eneny of Religion

with the same namewnowisl W
here Is no derogatory liuormauwu cdmXnu^WiB uimviuua*.

uanarw^ the Uniterm Crime Report. bulletin U\1968. BmmIi»«ed l»

order to .newer the correspondent-• queetlon. were "rtf"1**""^™™™_

^Individual with th<

•i

ttW-50869-1241) and resulting leler to Honorable Vernol R. Jansen^•>£«**"

17, 1964, (100-50869-1241) concerns an inquiry regarding communist infiltration

In the National Council of Churches. v

i-2-
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Mr. Wi««
/_

;:r# J«Ed^r.r H oover,Director,
Foderel Bureau of Investigation,
•7aehincton #D«C«

,'\

Mr.WW»»—
Mr. C**rw>-

Mr. C»W
Mr.
Mr. ••«>*•»

,
Mr. f*w»—
[Mr.TwM'r |

|M»«

l>
/

/

• »:

.t

"

''

Dear Kr« Hoover *-

The minister of ny church hc.s caused a note to be published

in the church ce lender the subject of nhioh it the book titled^IIone Dare

Cell It Treason! Spooific reference is made to your appearance before the

.louse Coscnittoe on Un-American Activities in 1947, /

Cur minister has stated that you wrote a fetter to Kfctioaal

Council of Churches and made same a public record and the oontents of this

letter ere as follows i "The quotation which you have set forth wa^taken^out

of context from remarks I «ftd 1 «rt you to knowthat neithoOn this

occasion nor at any other time hove I rirde any statement eritioisiufc the

Federal Council of Churches or the Kational Council of Churches'.* The

note Coes on to say...!ir. H cover 6oes on to «ay."I have never ^id the

Ketional Council of Churches is under the control of Communists.?

I have re-road lir. Stormor's book and cheoked the refer*

data end can not loc -to eny place in the book *hero ho has Bade MJy olaiig ^J

that the Council ws.or is.under Comunist control.de does write about 1 Hi1

remark, of the Assistant Director of your Sureau.fir. Sullivaiuln reference tj

•r

*„„ wA. st.n-r.to hi. bo.k. 5tat...-S«m~> i. o.rrwt.'»i. «. *«

^ \ot .torvy-n ~r. *ry«l *-rlee«. H . r.f.r.4. «.»«.. .Utofag ft*** ..

r G :.\l n !5Pd

t frijority
^•

6 ,iOV 6 »56d

• <• ^ -••»'
)| .oula yon kindly inlicate «here tfl&htT'* bTo«c ha* •**"
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i m» ,ik .•.—

operations have elvays been eonducted on a non-political basic and with aa

impartiality seldom seen in Government activities. Your resistance, to the

establishment of e national Police Force has been in support of American

ideals*

I concratulate you on boin6 «•!* *» offieo *»*<** Ywr 70th *•»*•

It appears you have become a leCend within your own lifetime.I am most sincere

r.hen I write you in this heartfelt sentiment.Thank you for what you have done

for me,a citizen, and for America*

Hsy Cod bless you and yours*

jm^^^^m^m^^m^m^^^^^^^
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Your letter of October 31st has been received. <

• V.'hile I would like to be of assistance to you, the FBI is

strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and »«"»"»

makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity

of any organization, publication or individual. Information «£•*•»
our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance **™***MaDB

of the Department of Justice. In view of this, I am sure
î^^e^nd

why I cannot comment concerning the book, 'Hone Dare Call » Tmson.

the National Council of Churches or the other questions you asked, to

addition, I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have toformatton

in our files regarding the subjects of your inquiry*

I am enclosing some material on the general topic of communism.

You may also wish to refer to my books, "Masters of»^J*?**+"
Communism." THe former was written with the hope that it would be p readers

tttoan insight into the true nature of the wimnunist coiispiracyto this country.

5ne latter contains an analysis of international communistvn^mwad
contrasts totalitarian methods with life in a free country. These books may

be available at your local library. •

».*

£'

'<:<
>—Enclosures (5)

MAILED 4

N0V-M964
COMMfBI

Sincerely yours.

jLEcffiac Hoover

IMu

:r«=rfeouV

(Note 6 Enclosures Next Page.)

WAfri:rsp(3)

VMML..%.

-; -y.

ft

f.~la**

.

•anJy , bail aoouO TTXrTYPr UNITO



( r
***

The U. S. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy

Time of Testing
"Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism"
Internal Security Statement 4-17-62

Let*s Fight Communism Sanely 1

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent.
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31 October 1964

b.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
FBI Headquarters
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I would like to know, if the information is

avafeble and it is permissable for it to be^iven out, whether

or not this Dr. Blake, present head of thgfrational Council
of Churches is listed on the rolls as belonging to the Communist

Party, USA. I would also like to know if the National Council of

Churches has been investigated as an organization for the principles

it upholds and the outcome of this investigation. /

If possible, I would also like to be furnished information •

on any other leading member (individual) of the National Council of »

Churches that has now or in the past, affiliated with the Communist

Party, USA.

I would also like to know if the author of the paper

back book "None Dare Call It Treason," John Stormer, baa accurately

recorded the information in his book concerning Communist infiltration

In the United States.

r.V

Thank you for any information you can furnish.

/s/

Sincerely,
yr/ ./VA
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fik November 3, 1964

:.:c 45
/ttf _ :;/;"> /W- '.-. / •)

Your letter of October 28th has been received.

Although I would like to be of service. Information

In FBI files must be maintained as confidential In accordance >>

with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for official use only. Please do not infer either that we do or
do not have data In our files relating to the group about which

you asked. I hope you will understand it is not possible for me .

to comment in the manner you requested. *

i5*-

- '*»

Enclosed is some material t trust you will find of^ £»

Interest
. f -f

commISL

Sincerely yours,
e

mm

Enclosures (4)

Faith in Freedom
Lef6 Fight Communism Sanely
4*17-62 Internal Security Statement
4*1-61 LEB Introduction $•* >

$ /*/

-w—'- NOTE: Mb derogatory Identifiable information regarding correspondent.
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October 28, 196k

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Veshington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

M L Presbytery has appointed me Chairman of a special

ccmmittee^l^^^o determine and evaluate certain charges which have

been leveled against the "Rational Council of Churches.. One cf the

most serious charge is that "the WCC is Comunist infiltrated".

Since this charge has been made by many responsible church-

men for a number of years now, I feel sure that the FBI has investigated

* the Council.

It would be most helpful to the work of Presbyterianism in this

area if I could have a letter from you stating the findings of the FBI in

regard to the "Communist infiltration" of the KCC. An early reply will be

appreciated.

Sincerely yours

VfD3:mcp
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/ October 29, 1964

* s

Your letter of October *26th has been received.

With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained

In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accord-

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available

for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help Inlthlslnslance

but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy.

It Is hoped you wlU not Infer either that we do or do not have &&
In our files relating to Ihe National Council ol Churches. .- -• co

,

This Bureau does not have a list such as yjftijnemYoned

available for distribution. lam, however, enclosing a cotafof tg>

list of organizations which have been cited as subversive by the Depart-

ment of Justice pursuant to Executive Order 10450, along with other

literature I trust wlU be of interest to you. Perhaps you may *fO
wish to secure a copy of "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publi-

cations," prepared and released by the Bouse Committee on Un-American

Activities. In It are listed groups and periodicals which have been cited

by various state and Federal agencies, and a copy of It can be purchased

for seventy cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Government \

Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.

•fi You may also wish to read my books,VTrtaeters^pf Deceit"

and "A Rudy of Communism." These were written In order>ftelp ^^
readers gain an Insight Into the strategy and^^"«5^^^Dr

~.
In this country and abroad. Copies may be available tarfoui»J<0e«Wbrary.

| -

v

of v Sincerely yours,

Fdsar Hooker

,0V C —
«iteS»SS»!4LtTWc»..ri

See Enclosures and Note next page
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List of subversive organizations

Letfs light Communism Sanely!

4/1/61 LEB Intro

4/17/62 Internal Security statement ,

"*alth In God—Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable in BufUes.
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CIVIL DEFENSE

Oct 26,1964

tt)

Jhi ick,(the
He

who led
most interesting

Kr J Edgar Hoover,Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25 DC

Dear Mr Hoover

Recently ve had the pleasure of hearing Yg

three lives) speak to our Supper Club ii

and brought us a very sobering message.

One thing he mentioned that interested me very much was the possible

subversiee influence within the organisation known as the BetionalCouncil

of Churches.

I en an Espicopalian and have just read a news release that our Church,

meeting in Conference In St Louis was working on a multi-sdllion dollar

reallocation of funds with several other «nureh groups AHD the Hational

Council of Churches. ^
Can you give me any information regarding the Hational Council of Churches

and wether is has been influenced by this eoEPunistic movement toat is so

vide spread in our Country.

Can you also give me a list of any official releases relative to this

subversive action in our Country that would help me in ay w* •* Civil

Defense Director and in bringing this information to our people.

f-

* -
'

Jt

Vh at ever help you can give me will be appreciated.

Very truly,

tf*#• r

j^jw -
1
' vgyygrf '

.?. t<"-<.*yrigtf?*ryr tr

Ks
*$o\i>io
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October 29, 1964 5&

A; •' 7

• *•<•

*ti O

your tetter ot October 26th has been received.

While I .o»M like to' to <*«»^» »J™Lff™L

"*1 c

03

while X would like to be of assistance to you, we *»*{-<

tssssssssaxassssstOi
of any organization, publication or individual.

Information contained In our files must be»J*^d"
evidential toa^
to view of this, I am sure youjrtl .^"J^^yenSned in your letter.

concerning the organlzat cms anojprater* you menuon ^
to addition, 1 hope you wiUJ*****"^^\Jl^ mqato. Htm

nay llnd ol interest.

1st
* *;

O 9?

&.

..••

'j;
i

". I'Jfr!

Sincerely yours,

XWpr Hoover

crwM-r|*«

Enclosures (5) ,-,.,„, l/
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 r. ; •• „. V
"Faith^n God-Our Answer To Communism ,

«.' Time of Testing n»i-«— : Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion
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Oct. 26, 1964

J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

Will you please state, as of today, is the National Council

of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. (National Council of Churches"5T

Christ in America, one and the same organization) a communist front

organization or in any way infiltrated with communism?

Is it true that the Revised Standard Version of the Holy

Bible copyrighted by the National Council of Churches in the U. S. A. is in-

fluenced by communist thinking and when this translation of the Bible is used,

is the literature leaning to communism with out the reader being aware of

this fact? ^
If church and Sunday school literature that comes from either fa

or both these sorceres is used in the church, is the communist cause going
.
r^_

to be helped? y **—

What are the communist standings, if any, in connection with *'
. v

literature published by theChristian Board of Publication, Box 179, *-

St. Louis, Missouri and The^andard Publishing Company, Cincinnati, Ohio

Besides answering the above questions will you please send me a copy (if

any are printed) of all church publishing companyes that are known to be

communist front organizations or leaning toward communist thinking.

I do most sincerely thank you for you help in these matters.

Yours truly, ' - J
/ '7/jy^/

J.
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October 28, 10G4

# 1? i-> f»

I received your letter of October 23rd, with enclosure,

and want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my-**

administration of the FBL It Is hoped our future endeavors vilb

continue to merit your support and approval.
•-•li

With respect to your inquiry, information captained in

the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accqpxUnce

with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for

official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why this

Bureau has not issued statements along the lines you have indicated

and it is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have

data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

It was thoughtful of you to forward me a copy# tfeg

pamphlet you prepared and I am enclosing literature wMch3 hope

will be of interest. ^s <*

"*|4AILCI> 4
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Sincerely yours.
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Mr. fStXtrr
j

^ir.#TrJlan»n — |

Mr. Conrad !

C*>f f

RiWWI
j^

t>uthv»n_
f

Mr. Tare* ^
Mr. 1> !I«T

;

Tdr. ***-m *

Mb* H*•!»-»_
Miss Candy .

Mr.

Mr,

Mr
Mr,

Mr* J. Edgar Hoover ______
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

First, let me express my own personal appreciation for the outstanding

contribution which you have made to our country through your service in

the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Your leadership has been robust

and courageous, and I am personally grateful for the way in which you have

stood rock-ribbed for justice and righteousness, and for the way in which

you have emphasized the responsibility of home and parents in strengthening

the moral fiber of our nation.

Criticism of the National Council of Churches is increasing among the lay

people of our churches. I am one who has always favored membership in

the Council, and have spoken and written in its defense. I am enclosing a

revised copy of an address which I gave to our own congregation back in
;

1960. , *
#

*

The enemies of the Council keep referring to what the F.B.I, has had to

say about the National Council. These statements are rather fragmentary

and seldom supported with precise quotations. It would be very helpful to

me. and I am sure to the congregation which I serve if we could have in

print judgments tor criticisms of the Council from your Bureau. If some- _^
one on your staff could furnish this information. I would deeply apprecxafg m
it. A SK

« *

r

With sincerest good wishes, I am

6 cordially yours.

A/A WMfcnrf Tf :
' • -
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/WHAT AB0UT5THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL

OF CHURCHES?

WlLUAM M. Elliott, Jb.

Highland Park Preuytbman Church
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*'M:'#
What About the National

Council of Churches?

FOREWORD

The material in this leaflet formed the bub of two

addresses delivered in the Hfrh'»»Fl Park Presbyterian

Church, Dallas on successive Wednesday evenings, May
18 and 25, 1960. The addresses were presented as part

of a series on the general subject. Question* People

Arc Asking. The material is offered here in revised

form in response to numerous requests.

W. M. Elliott, Ja.

September 1, 1964

In recent months a good deal has been said and written about
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA-
most of it derogatory. Quite naturally many are concerned and
are asking: What About the National Council of Churches?

Since so many in other fields of endeavor have fr^tmH to
speak freely and at some length on this eubject, it seems right
and proper that those of us who are more deeply involved in
ecclesiastical matters tfv^'M also speak— not so much ooOeo*
lively through pronouncements, as individually and informally to
our own congregations. This I propose to do here. You certainly
have a right to know what your own pastor thinks about this

subject, and I believe I have the right and the duty to tell you.

There are a number of things which should be said, which are
not being said, and certain information made available which k
not known by the average member of the average church.

In what I say I shall be speaking only for myself, but I shall
try to reflect the general point of view or our branch of the Ptea*
byterian fellowship as expressed from time to time by sti

and actions of its highest court, the General Assembly,

There is needed veiy badly, it seems to me, a factual and des-
criptive statement setting forth the history, nature and functions
of the National Council, and this is what I propose to do first

In doing so, I shall pose certain questions and then try to answer
them. Necessarily these answers must be brief.

First, what la the National Council of Churches? It is a
fellowship of 3 1 independent national denominational bodies who
desire to pool their resources to accomplish their common tasks. %

The National Council is not a Church; it is a Council of,..
Churches which exist independently and are members by their ,

own deliberate choice. The National Council is not something
above or apart from its member churches. It is the churches
themselves working and serving together. It is the churches
themselves doing those things which they can do better together
than any could possibly do separately.

if***'
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In the Pftitrnt membership of flw CVfiiiKil ate most of the

Chaotic. (The only large bodies of Protestant Christians not in

thi ^pviT^y ate tbo y^yyffrffn Piptttf jCooventioo and the Mis*
souri Sjmod of the Lutheran Church.) These 31 coaununioos
have a total membership of arauod 40,000.000. la addition,

some 40 communions or boards and agencies of coaununioos,
which are not full members of the Council* cooperate in ooe or
more ftf the Council's activities. 73 Christian bodies then, have
soma working relationship with the National CouncU of

Heir did tho NGC come into existence? It came into exis-

tence by the actioo of independent churches themselves, includ-

ing our own. Io 1950 a carefully drawn Constitutioa was officially

ratified by the highest courts of the member churches. Prior to

1950 there were various inter-denominational agencies at work
in cooperative efforts for the accomplishment of common tasks.

The National Council combined these former agencies into one
agency. The Presbyterian Church in the United States officially

became a member of the NCC in 1950 through the action of itt

General Assembly, the highest court of the Church.

What la the relationship of the National CouncU of
Churches to the former Federal Council of Churcheef The
NCC is the result of a merger on November 29, 19S0 of the

former Federal Council of Churches, the International Council
of Christian Education, the Foreign Missions Conference of
North America, and several other inter-denominational agencies,

each with a long history of effective Christian cooperation.

Whereas the Federal Council had been largely concerned with
problems of Christian social ethics, the National Council has
tpHwffd within it many other interdenominational interests.

What is the basis of membership in the Council? "Mem-
bership is open to communions which are constituted as auton-
omous bodies, possess a history that demonstrates permanency
and stability, have an established order of government and
ministry, ?nd acknowledge Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and
Savior* The preamble ofthe Constitution of the Council reads

as follows: "In the providence of God, the time has come when
it seems fitting more fully to manifest oneness in Jesus Christ as
Divine Lord and Savior by the creation of an inclusive co-opera-
tive agency of the Christian Churches of the United States of

America,
whachdeclaie
thirds vote of the

of this faith if approved by a two*
represented aad voting at any

of thoCdtuftdL

Do laymen have repreaesaatioa in the Couaettr Yes. The
General Assembly of the Council (which meets every three

years) has 734 delegated representatives—490 of whom are

clergymen and 244am laymen. The General Board (which meets

three times a year) has 260 representatives— 165 of whom are

clergymen and 95 are laymen. In specific programs and general

policies, the Council is supervised and fawned by represent*

atives of the communions that comprise it— 2,763 laymen and
women and 2,670 clergymen. The much discussed Fifth World
Order Study Conference held in Cleveland, Ohio in 1958 was
composed of 515 conferees— two-thirds of whom were laymen
from 37 stales and the District of Columbia The chairman waa
a layman, the Honorable Ernest A. Gross, a New York attorney.

What are the bask organisational features of the NCC?
The council is governed by the official representatives— minis*

ten, laymen and women— of the 31 denominations which com-
prise it. The General Assembly meets every 3 years and acts as

a central body of inter-denominational decision. The General
Board of the Council meets three times each year, and is te-

sponsiMe for the policies and programs of the CounciL It reports

regularly to each of the denominations, and is subject to their

How Is the National Council financed? The Council makes
no financial assessments, but is wholly dependent upon voluntary

contributions from member churches and from individual donors,

corporations and foundations. The Council's funds come from the

following sources: About 61% is contributed by denominations,

local churches, and related organizations; another 12% consists

of gifts from individuals, corporations and foundations; approxi-

mately 26% is derived from gross sales of Council materials; and

1% comes from investments.

The National Council is but one of several Inter-Church

agencies to which our denomination contributes through its

benevolent budget. Others in this group are: The Lord's Day
Alliance, Religion in American Life, The American Bible Society

<*.-•...*

Atfrv^v,^^^;^«i*i^*»'^>-ifr;:^^T^***;;-'
*w®m'

p. , hi iiiii i iiuiifflinimri tftiiiiih mar^iaai

mtto.

MmamnasMnrfmmtfHMsili a^iiiMttudiJrtiittto*!^^^



and The Wodd Council of Churchn, Our rtmnminstinn's Per-

manent f\mwnHtrf on Inter-Church Relations recommends to

the General Council of our Church an amount for the support

of each of these causes. The General Council studies this recom-

mendation and in turn recommends to the General Assembly a

budget in which these various Inter-Church agencies are in-

cluded. This budpt, when approved by the General Assembly, is

sent down to the Synods, Presbyteries and local congregations.

The Highland Park Presbyterian Church of Dallas contributed

to the tiOC* in 1963 a total of $74.81, out of a total benevolent

giving of $499,000.00.

Who selects those who represent our Presbyterian

Church, U. S. on the Council* Our church has 19 people

representing us on the Council— 10 laymen and women, and 9

clergymen, and these are named by the General Assembly. Their

names appear on pp. 14 and 15 of the Minutes of the 1964 meet-

ing of the General Assembly*

How does the NCC accomplish its work? The program of

the Council is carried oo by four Divisions— Christum Educa-

tion, Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Christian Life and

Work; by three Central Departments— Evangelism, Church

World Service, Broadcasting and Films; and by two General De-

partments—United Church Men and United Church Women.
Ke following agencies and boards of our branch of the Presby-

terian fellowship are related to the Council departments and

share an its program: The General Council, the Board of World

Missions, the Board of Church Extension, the Board of Christian

Bdun!H*\ and the Board of Women's Work.

Are the individual denominations bound by the jpro-

ttouncemenls of die National Council? No. The official

pronouncements of the Council are formulated by the duly

elected representatives of the churches which make up the Coun-

cil They are discussed in open debate and represent group opin-

ion. Any denomination represented in the Council may dissent

from the pronouncements, and the dissenting vote is made a

matter of record and released to the public along with the pro-

nouncements. Hence, we may be officially disassociated from any

action with which our denominational representatives are in

disagreement, and thus do not give tacit approval to it by virtue

of our membership in the Council. This has been made clear in

a report from the National Council published in the minutes of

the 95th General Assembly of the Prwbyteriaa Church in the

United States (p. 135), which reads as fallows: -The General

Board calls to the attention of its Coostitne* Communions and

their members that when it approves n pronouncement, it docs

soon the authority given to it by its constituent Communions
according to the &astitmkm of the National Council of

Churches. It is dear, however ... that the constituent Commim.
loos or any of their members have full right and responsibility

to protest and to differ when their own coovictioos, under the

authority of the Scriptures illumined by the Holy Spirit vary

from the Couarift pronouncements."

You will be interested in the following action taken by the

General Assembly of our church in May 1959: "The General

Assembly unequivocally opposes the atheistic dictatorship ami

other evus of Communism, whether in recognised Soviet Russia

or in unrecognized Red China. The General Assembly deplores

thff mfrvr^T^^T —l^hfaff **" pnhifcfry <* the fifth World

Order Study Conference at Cleveland, Ohio, November, 1958

... The General Assembly registers its disapproval to the Na-
tional Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. of the action

taken by the World Order Study Conference, when they prtn

posed that Red China be granted diplomatic recognition bv the

United States Government and that it be admitted to the United

Nations."

Often the statement is made inpress reports that the Council,

in a certain action, represents 40,000,000 Protestants. This is

unfortunate, for it simply is not true. The Council does not

presume to speak for individual members of the constituent

churches. This impression may be the fault of the public rela-

tions department of the Council, it could be the fault of a press

reporter who does not understand the organizational set-up and

purpose of the Council. The 1960 General Assembly of our

denomination said: "It should be pointed out that the NCC is

not authorized, by its own admission, to speak for its member,

churches, but rather, from time to time, it does speak to them. .

and to our society. We feel that the Council's prophetic voice
,

is very much needed in our day, but like any prophetic voice,

it must be weighed and evaluated by ** individual Christian

conscience."

The 1964 meeting of our General Assembly adopted the ft*,

lowing recommendations of one of its standing committees: "We

-war*
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^ chat the Gcaenl Assembly instruct our represent*
lives to tbe NCC to continue to convey our concern tut mom
activities of the CommiMion on Religion tod Race are ill ad*
vised, tad that in tbe future the Cnmminiwi consider the coo-
sdeacc of local ministers and sessions and consult with and seek
to work more closely with local ministers, councils of churehes
and dedicated Christians, as we believe Out course offers a far
better way of solving our racial tensions.

ntPPj***!* AMembly of tbe Presbyterian Church in theU4 declares that the policies, activities and pronouncements of
the Cnmmiiiion on Religion and Race should be interpreted as
representing the policies, activities and pronouncements of the
Presbyterian Church in the VS. to the extent, and only to the
extent, that the same are consistent with previously approved
action and policy of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States." (See p. 83 of Assembly Minutes).

What Is the procedure by whieh denomlnsllonsl groups
or member churches respond to an action of the NCC? The
National Council is wholly responsible to the member churches.
Any pronouncement, recommendation or program proposal
made by a study conference, by a division or department of the
Council, by its General Board or General Assembly, is referred
to the proper official body of tbe respective member churches
for study and action. Once official approval is given by, say, our
General Assembly or by one of our official boards or agencies,
the NCC proceeds to promote and develop the programs thus
approved. Unless and until such official authorization is forth*
coming, the Council does not presume to act for any member
Church nor for all of them together.

*J££al.l' !
,rcr' ** lhe ""nber churches delegate to the

NCC? No legislative powers whatsoever, and no executive
powers save as these are specifically authorized by an official
action of the appropriate policy-making and legislative bodies
of the churches. Tbe member churches authorize the NCC to
coordinate the activities and interests of the respective churches
through the various boards and commissions of the Council, to
conduct collaborate studies— tbe results of which may then be
referred to. the churches for consideration and action— to
undertake promotional and educational programs of common
interest to the churches, and to provide facilities for the collab-
oration and cooperation of the member churches in Christian

Education, in pastoral services, hi Christian eocuri concerns, in
Christian uusatans, m inter-church worid aurvice, and hi the
discussion of problems of Christian unity, 'r ^.

And Anally, why does o*r riealiileslam Church, U.S.

i^S^^J1^9 Flr? * * b8CM» •» fteabyterian
Church Is deeply interested «~t ^^Tt»^« ^ ^ ^-^t^

andtb - - -— the cause of Christian cooperation. Not aO in
our church to be sure, but the church as a whole b so com-
mitted. Swond. because the NCC affords the only really repre-
sentative opportunity for inter-denonumwtaal onocrrstion and
ecumenical action at the national level; and third, because wo

,
can use the facilities and the resources of the Council without
aureaaderingaay part of our autonomy and inrtrnfinrtcoco at a
OfnOfflllmltKML

1L

Mot* of tbe criticism leveled ageing the National Cbuncil
relates to the work of om of iufm
ra of Christian Life art
lar division .*« under itt

concern: Racial and Cultural Relations, Religious Liberty, In-
tirnafenal Affairs, Social Welfare, and Church and Economic
Life. Some individuals may find fault with the activities of other
divisions and service units, but the bulk of tbe criticism, as I bear
it and read it, has to do with this division of Christian Lib and
Work.

There are not a few Protestant fhr.«tUfif fc this country who
feel that corporate religious groups ought not to have any direct
concern with the un-Christian aspects of our present social order.
The Church, they say, ought to limit its activities to matters of
personal faith and evangelism, and not have anything directly to
do with such menacing social evils as. racial injustice, war,
alcoholism, juvenile delinquency, divorce, or proverty. It is be-
cause the NCC has attempted to apply the Christian religion in *

these areas that harsh accusations have been hurled.

These critics have said that while the Church and its Councils
have a right to speak, they should confine their speaking to purely
doctrinal or ecclesiastical matters

—

M
kgitimato church pur-

poses", as one local writer calls them— and should leave all
social, political or economic issues alone. They contend that any
att«»npt to speak concereia^

* * •"•*• *»- *---*'»*•<•• ..•^%*numnn> .. nnnwnieanu*. *•• «n>n^««wmn»- +mmm0m****+**i* >lJ'^*Jf^;
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aodethfeh not tte legitimate concerns
tedCtaichvoupitUdtveciatytbeckra
eooaT matter, and should not attempt to give group cimsidet*

tkmlot^aiyUc^

Nov of course, this it a matter of judgment and opinio* I may
disagree heartily with what is said by this Division of the

Natmoal Council, or by its General Board or Study Conferences,

but I fee no reason why a responsible group of Christian men
and women' (lay and clergy) should not meet and talk together

regarding some of the crucial problems confronting America and

the world in these days, and, if they desire, make pronounce-

ments about them, whenever Christianity and Us implications

ate divorced from the practical issues of everyday life and
thought, we are in a had way.

Our own church, through its various courts, has not hesitated

to speak out on a number of such issues. Our church courts

(Assembly, Synods, Presbyteries) have had something to say

from time to time on a number of important moral and social

issues such as: Marriage and Divorce, Crime, Alcoholism, War,

Racial Discrimination, Religious Liberty, Pornography, etc.

Some tKirUfnt ttstrmrntt have been prepared and presented to

the Assembly dealing with these problems. For the most part

these statements have been received simply as information, and

sent down to the churches for study. A minority of opr people

have not been happy about this, but a very large majority have

felt that it was incumbent upon the Church so to speak.

The Bible certainly does not keep quiet on social issues. One
has oo|y to read the Old Testament prophets and the four Gos-

pels to see how much the Scriptures have to say on practical

human relations. I for one must uphold the right and duty of

the churches and of their Councils to study and comment upon

issues of human concern, however controversial they may be. I

must also resist all effort to "muzzle" the preachers, and all

efforts to discourage full freedom of discussion. These questions

are freely discussed by other corporate groups in this country;

why not ttien by the Church? The fact that some issues are "con-

troversial questions upon which sincere Christians are sincerely

divided" does not, it seems tome, prove that they are "off limits"

for Church groups, and ought not to be studied by them. And let

me comment further that simply because a matter has been taken

into the political arena does not mean thalitiinotentsramoral

U is inevitable that many will notHff^«**«i-^—.

achurch bodies. The full meanint of the Oospel to its app^
i to life's problems will ti*q*h**m dttfaencee of opinion,

and will sometfanea onto opposition on the part of tome very

food and sincere people. But must the Church always reflect

only the conventional outlook of the averajs church member?
b&notherresponsibiliiytoseektheminda^wmdChiistln
an human attain whether that is cooventkmal orwatt

But having said all this, 1 would yon to state that when any

oorpflftfo church group presumes to speek on thaee contra

venial matters, it Should exercise great rani* «* «re and

should have a sound Biblical and theokfkat teals far what it

nys.Tiie Christian confrontation cfsodaT,econo^
cat touft h sn OTfTf<{i*|>y «»«B«ih m«», wham much technical

knowledge, much statesmanship and much humility are needed.

In this ana of Christian responsibility the greatest wisdom, the

greatest competence and the most mature —•——• — -hMW

Any church group should keep constantly in mind that while

these pressing problems are a legitimate concern of die Church,

they are not her first concern. Her function is primarily spiritual

in nature. Writing on the role of the Church today, in which be

stressed the Church's right and duty to speak on social questions,

Dr. Robert J. McCrecken ssid: "The Church's first business now
as always is to be the Church. It exists to turn men's hearts and

thoughts and wills toward God and to enable them to see their

life and their institutions in the light of God. It exists to inspire

prayer and worship and faith and through them to send men and

women of character and intergrity into the everyday life of the

world... This is the primary task to which the Church is called

and for which it is specially equipped. It is a task which no other

organization is discharging or can discharge. It is an agency for

the making and remarking of character. It preaches first and

foremost a gospel of moral and spiritual regeneration."*

This is very true, and the Church should never allow herself

to get sidetracked from this primary function. It is so easy for

religious groups to become so absorbed in the area of human

a*, m. in. ik Hai»« a i isst



relations that they forget or neglect the area of God-man rela-^ ft£«I«»Mn^tfboMiagth^
It is possible for attain Christians to ovcmmptiasiae these mat-
tars, as important as they an, and so to press for their own
views of social theory as to break the feUomhip and hinder the
other and primary wade of the Church.

One further comment along this line. While the Church may
be righf in the enunciation of Christian principles, it can be
faulty in its application or implementation of tboseprincipks.lt
is one thing to enunciate principles; it is quite another thing to
say exactly how those principles apply. Actively to lobby for the
passage of specific legislation is, in my judgment, an unwise
activity Cor any corporate church group to engage in.

As I bring this part of my address to a dose, let me quote
from a statement issued by our Assembly's Permanent Commit-
tee on Inter-Church Relations. This statement was prepared
while I was serving as Moderator of the General Assembly, and
was signed by me as a member of that committee. It was pre-
sented to the 19S8 General Assembly meeting in Charlotte, RC.
"Your Committee shares in the deep concern of many over the
questionable nature of some of the National Council's pro-
nouncements on social, economic, and political questions. We are
in agreement that the Christian faith must be announced not in
principle alone, but must be applied to the concrete realities of
the sinful situation in which we find ourselves* For that reason,
we do not quarrel with the efforts of the National Council to
relate the faith to all aspects of our individual and corporate life.

It is all too easy at times, however, for religious leaders to make
pronouncements on intricate questions in which they are ama-
teurs, and to go beyond the persuasive role of the church in con-
fronting the world with the gospel by becoming political lobbyists
or partisan advocates. We are convinced that, with all good in-

tentions, the Council has on some occasions succumbed to this

temptation, and has thereby embarrassed the members of its

constituent churches. As a church, we deplore this. Although we
feel that w6 ought to maintain our fellowship in the National
Council, we also feel that the Council should be more con-
siderate of the constituent members by avoiding extreme public
pronouncements which may compromise the role of the church
as a witness to the gospel above party, class, or social theory."

Thecharge has been made that thsNCCisi
chans is expressed la several ways, dependtat
making the chane. Some stale rather categorically that tl

dl is commnnhtir Others aver that while the (Sound!
be communtafc, M la abvioualy "soft toward com/am
critics say that certain of the Council's leaden am
to communism— that they ate

ii
p*nk" if Ml «**-»

ironists. Still others put it this way: the pronoun
Council on social, economic, racial and potkkal
the communist line

19
. This is, of course, a

like to say something about it

This

of the

Let me state positively and unequivocally that the National
Council of Churches as such is in no sense communistic, or n
friend of communism. The National Council is and always has
been unalterably opposed to communism. Again and *g^n it has
reiterated its unequivocal stand against this sinister ideology. The
General Board of the Council, meeting in Seattle in June 19S9
reaffirmed •the consistent position of the National Council of
Churches expressed in many official actions opposing the evils,

the-vjolence and the violation of human rights by communist and
other tyrannies,- At this same meeting the General Board ex-
pressed ^n^oundsonow for the pec^ of Tibet suffering under
Chinese communist oppression* ami called tor "increased aid
from our churches in h>tm?^l!Hn ministries to those who have
fled as refugees.**

Before his retirement as General Secretary of the Council, Dr.
Roy G. Ross sent a letter to members of the Congress ^frit'ng
the unqualified opposition of the Council to communism. This
letter was approved by the titular heads of the majority of the
communions holding membership in the Council The Congress-
men who received this letter read into the Congressional Record
over 36 pages of testimony on Religious freedom, supporting the
Churches as the greatest bulwark against communism.

the General Council of our denomination, meeting in Atlanta,
Georgia a few years ago stated that *itis convinced that all accu-
sations made against the National Council implying that it is

•Red* and •subversive* are without foundation whatsoever*

But there are those who will say: "Maybe the Council itself to

not a communist front, but some of its leaden are certainly guihy
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of being membra of the communist fromoran^
mpmflrflity *»— "» *y **^^ »« «fc*»a ***> individual

o iri»ingso<criticized. He wffl have to.answer for himself. I do
awn
wfaoi

of these men personalty, having been associated with

them in church conferences and in preaching missions, and I

must say regarding these particular individuals whom I know
personally, that I have no question at all concerning their loyalty

to this country and its democratic way of life. They are loyal

Americans and Christian gentlemen of the highest type.

I cannot refute what is being said concerning the nature of the

^T»ifrinii* with M/hirh cerfin religion* leaden have been allo-

cated, and I have no slightest desire to protect, excuse, gloss

over, or condone any real guilt or any mistakes in judgment.

Here again the accused will have to answer for themselves, and
the proper governmental agencies will have to act. But in the

interest of truth and fairness, I would point out that it is not

made clear in the accusations which I have read that these relig-

ious leaders are still connected with these "questionable* organ*

bations. The fact that an individual was once affiliated won a

particular movement or organization does not mean that he still

k Nor is it made dear by the critics of the NOC that these

organizations were suspect at the time these individuals were

first nmnri^ with them. Let us make sure in dealing with a

matter as serious as this that we are scrupulously fair, and that

we have all the facts in the case. .

A leading clergyman of our country was labeled as subversive

by an anonymous propaganda sheet because he participated in

a rally of "Soviet-American Friendship.** This sheet did not indi-

cate however, that this rally was held in November 1942 when
Russia was our ally in arms, and that the same meeting was

attended by Cordell Hull, Secretary of State; Jesse Jones,

Secretary of Commerce; Owen D. Young; Senators Kapper and

McKellar, Edward Stettinius, Jr., and other high-ranking patri-

otic leaden. Nor did it mention the fact that this rally was
sponsored by Senator Sahonstall and Christian A. Herter, later

Secretary of State,

In response to the charge that the NOC is led by men, some of

whom are disloyal to our form of government and are set to

undermine it, our Assembly's Permanent Committee on Inter-

Church Relations issued this statement in 19S8 which I person-

ally approved and signed: "This charge is a grievous one, indeed,

in a very serious way.
but at this point isYour Committee

willing to accept the Judgment of
sentatrws who work dnseb with the leaden of the National

Council, and are forthright in estimating their integrity. One of

our representatives on the General Board, Dr. John S. Land,*

has stated: 'During my service on the General Board of the

National Council I have had die opportunity of knowing rather

intimately the officers of the Council, the leaden of the Divisions,

and the members of the General Board. In addition to attending

the meetings of the General Board, I have served on a great
mtiwhw of committees, by which I have gottoo to know mo
intimately the ministers and laymen in the lop orgaatrarinn

can truthfully say I have never detected any evidence of di

loyalty to our Lord or our country on the part of anyone. To me
it has been a heartening thing to see our cooperative Christian

enterprise in America handled by men of the stature and sound-enterprise in America handled by
of those chosen by the respective

In a syndicated column dated December 17, 19S7, Fulton

Lewis, Jr. made several charges against Dr. Edwin T. Dahlben,
president of the NCC Following is a statement from Dr. Dank
berg- as to his position regarding these accusations:

"In reply to questions that have been raised in response to

the Fulton Lewis attack on me as President of the National

Council of Churches, I can conscientiously say that I have no
Communistic sympathies, have never had any connection with

the Communist party, and have never signed a petition which
I knew to be sponsored by a Communist front group. When-
ever I have suspected a petition to be by a Communist front

group—and lite many other clergymen I have received dozens

of them—I have rejected it I would not knowingly lend my
support to any group which was an agency of the Communist
party, since I am fully aware of the fact that Communism has

as its ultimate aim the crushing of all our liberties.

M
I did sign some petitions during the war period when

Russia and the United States were military allies and during

the 30*s when as Americans generally we were not so alert to

subversive Communistic activities as we are now. But I

<J*afc
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» I have never signed a petition In behalf of a
ifco* organization when I knew it to be such.

WA* toe the Morton SobeU case, I interceded in that instance

purely on die pastoral and not the political level. Mis. Sobell

came to my study, in tears for her children, and in a spirit of

Christian compassion I wrote in behalf of a frir and just con-

sideration of his case as I would write to the judge in behalf

of.an akoholic or any other offender against the law whose

i to me to make a plea tor her husband.

"I trust that the above ttfttr"**1" will clarify whatever ques-

t may have arisen as a result of the Fulton Lewis article

ml In.**

/%/ Edwin T.Dahlberg

It would not be at all surprising, of course, if the communists

did try very hard to infiltrate the churches and the clergy. They

have tried to infiltrate every other area of American life, so one

would naturally expect them to be unrelenting in their efforts

to lay their dirty hands on the churches and their leaders. Dr.

W. A. Welsh, former pastor of the East Dallas Christian Church,

had a fine statement along this line in the Dallas Times Herald

on April 24, 1960. Here ts what he said:
M
I should expect the

f>»n|m»ni«t party to be constantly trying to •infiltrate* the Protes-

tant Church in America. Certainly, it has tried to infiltrate the

newspapers, the movies, the radio-television and the legal pro*

fession— and, if the Church and its clergy were left df! the list,

this could only mean that the Communists did not think either

had any influence whatsoever on American life and thought.

Since preachers are human, too, and since newspapermen and

actors and lawyers have all to some extent been "taken in** by the

Communist line, I would not be surprised if some preachers were

aba But 1 am quite sure their number must be very small."

I would like to make two other comments with respect to the

charge that the Council's leaders are communistic, and the first

is this: The tendency to call a man "pink" or a "communist

sympathizer" simply because he differs with other Americans in

his point 'of view on some debatable social and international

problems is manifestly unfair and malicious, and ought to be

challenged. Such irresponsible name-calling is reprehensible, to

say the least I disagree heartily with the opinion of some of our

and laymen that Communist China should be recog-

nized by our Government and admitted to the United Nations,

but to hold to that point of view does not mean perm that ooe

is a communist sympathizer. Then are a treat many loyal Amer-
icans who led that the present world situation calk for such

recognition. I personally feel that anyone who champions this

view is mistaken in his Judgment, but I cannot impugn his

motives nor call him "a tool of Moscow.*

And one is not necessarily a communist or a "ieltow traveler"

because he takes a liberal or moderate position on the issue of

racial segregation. The implication that those who take such n

stand haveTeen "influenced- or Atoned* by the

is hist not so, and to contend that k U £i mwttf^ unfair, aad I

for one deeply resent the shir. I suppose I might be termed a

"moderate" on this touchy subject, but I did not get my point

of view from the communists. Icame to It back in the twenties,

not from reading Karl Marx but from reading the New Testa-

ment! Let us be exact in our thinking these days, and scrupu-

lously fair in what we say about other Americans with whom
we disagree.

My second comment is this: TTie thing that disturbs me most

deeply about all these charges which are being bandied about is

that some who make them do so in such a manner as to create

an attitude of suspicion and distrust toward all our Protestant

clergymen. I am distressed, not to say angered, by the rather

glib way in which attacks are being made by certain individual*

on the Protestant ministry of our major denominations And this

suggestion that ministers of the Gospel are naive, fuzzy-minded,

impractical, starry-eyed visionaries who am so gullible and guile-

less they cannot recognize atheistic communism when they see

it, is simply fantastic Such undisciplined talk can do a great

injustice to our ordained men, and it can do immeasurable harm

to this country.

Some clergymen may have been "taken in" by the communist

line. Some may have become communists or "fellow travelers,"

but I am sure that their number is infinitesimal, and it is nothing

short of tragic that matters of this kind should be discussed in

such a way as to make all clergymen suspect I listened some

time ago to one individual as he attacked certain ministers of

some of the major Protestant communions in this country, and

not once did he reassure his audience that what he was saying

did not relate to the overwhelming majority of our clergymen.

*>*
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IV.

It is frequently proposed that since we Presbyterians cannot
always ante with the actions and prono»nrrmenu of someDM.f^^a^L^^^^^O^^B^oul^nomt

Pint, let me acknowledge that the Nauonal Council has made*"*"•/*Jl m??toUe «* il «houU «nake mistakes, lor it iscomposed of faUibje men and women like oursdwsTbut is that
sufficient grounds for the withdrawal of our membenhip in this
cooperative venture? All religious groups err, for all aVe cS
posed of sinful human beings. Our own Presbyterian Church,J^haasomej^e«J but we have no thought of repudiating
membership m it. To do so would mean that we would either
cease to be a church member, which would in itself be a areat
error, or we would unite with some other Christian fellowship
which has also made its share of mistakes, and will mafamis-takes— perhaps some of them serious ones.

«*•««»-

So I favor our Church's continued membership in the Council
It is not perfect but a is made up of rcpresentttivesTf most ofdie leading Christian bodies of the nation, and U is bSSr £work from witlun for iu improvement than to Uke a poSion ofisolation where nothing at all can be accomplished.VylonUn£•ng our membership we can help the Council to becomebeSw
than it is, and at the same time we can still laveavokeihat
can be heard when we feel that it is in errcT

lhM

The Presbyterian Church has never, from its inceotion beenanjroUuomst church. Presbyterians 'have neveTdSS!' away"from othe^churches. Instead, we have sought a deeper fellow-ship with all who cbim Jesus Christ as God and:Savior wJ
HaSSES? van«uai? °' me ecumenical movement all along,and have been among the first to accept membership in localMtwoal. and world councils of Churches. Ours rerwudy isTo

a narrow, sectarian, divisive group, but one which gladly joins
hands in ev«ry way possible withChrisdaaa of othcrevanVucal

Thasaaw days when Christians should stand together and pud
together. And we can do this without sacrificing anything that
wa cherish in our p»*t-«tjr denonunanenal »*H**g<t tet us
contend for our convictions, but let us never lots our sense of
kinship with all who love and serve our Christ. We Christiana
had better hang together, or we mav hang separately! When
Communism moved into China and Korea * mode no nice dis-
tinctions between Christians. All ware suspect, and all who re-
fused to Inuckle under* were liquidated. All -Hr'r'iiiw were
told to gat out,—A all rttrfatUt. HtitlltkWW— f*"MThft, fflWOh
and hospitals--- were taken over lock, stock and barreT.

Whatever its weaknesses and mistakes, the NCC attempts to
speak to the world of our essential Christian unity. We desper-
ately need such an organization which symbobzes our solidarity
—our common faith in and loyalty to Jesus Christ We must
see to it that the unity of Protestantism is not broken, or iu
Christian cooperation imperilled. We need the National Council
not only as a symbol of our oneness, but also as a means of
effectively expressing that oneness. The survival of the Protestant
Church as a controlling moral and spiritual '""wmkt in modem
life depends in large measure upon the willingness of the different
evangelical groups to establish and maintain a united front
against bold secularism on the one hand, and against political
Romanism on the other. Each of these systems is vigorously
assailing those great principles, ideals and values of which Protes-
fantism •tan<L

The NCC is "the only considerable body which can express
our united Protestant voice in this fateful hour in our history.
If we were to withdraw from cooperation with this body we
would weaken iu witness, and we would lose the influence which,
under the will of God, we should exert for those things which we
believe to be of supreme and abiding value.* The General
Assembly of our church, meeting in Jacksonville. Florida made
the following statement: Tlie National Council of Churches is

certainly not perfect There is much about it that can and should
be improved. But we deplore the unmerited attacks made on the
National Council which result inevitably in a distrust and weak-
ening of the Christian witness in our land and throughout the

ut^Ji: •«_••_ >- , jj'iiA-A W. uvJ% . L.* UmmJllj^kti^ .^U

i*^̂ &£Q&tiA**
.^.......^— ,......^.,....

tlffiftriM^i.^^itia^^an*orsirr.iii?lriftiiYrr^



world. We regard our united work with other Christians as being

ofptranMjyathnporUaceintoda/twortdtndweuryoarrepro-
seniatftes on the National Council to support, encourags and
sustain this vital effort."

Soviet Russian would welcome the weakening of the Churches

in this country, and those who make inriitrriminaui attacks upon

die established denominations— who sow the seeds of dishar-

mony and discord among Christians—are unwittingly playing

into rVTiV"^ hands, u we got out of the National Council

today, we Would certainly organize another along the same

lines tomorrow, for the simple reason that such a cooperative

body is essential and inevitable.

I am for the Council* I am not for all its actions and pip-

oouncements, nor am 1 for all the points of view expressed by its

employed staff and elected officers. With these actions and

leaden 1 often disagree. But I am for the Council. It is the best

organization of its kind now on the scene, in which we can

express our evangelical oneness and in which we can work to-

gether formf1"11 ends. In no other cooperative body are the

opportunities as great for mutual helpfulness. Our own General

Assembly has repeatedly reaffirmed its conviction that our

Church should remain in the Council in spite of a number of

overtures from some presbyteries asking that we withdraw.

The Council has undoubtedly made mistakes, but it has

achieved victories and rendered services whkh the constituent

communions could ill afford to do without In the Council all the

member churches pool their knowledge and resources in a spirit

of mutual helpfulness. In the Council we learn from one another

It provides ^?wMiMg|f through which we Presbyterians can work
more efficiently and effectively than we could possibly do going

it alone. There are many areas of common Christian endeavor

which could not be done at all, or could not be done as well, if

our Church had no membership in the National Council or the

World Council

I disagree rather strongly with some of the things which the

Council tup dooe and is doing, particularly through its new
Commission on Religion and Race (The Delta Project, etc.)

and have so expressed myself. But when I think of what the

Council means to the Boards and Agencies of our own Church,

and to our united Protestant witness in so many areas, I cannot

conceive of our withdrawing membership. I have been a member

of the Board of World
six years, and I can
with other Christian

of Foreign

sioos of our Assembly for twenty-

that the fellowship wUdi we have

my societies through the Division

been of hinlhwslits mim to our

services which the

S3•Tiine would fad me to tefl" of the

Council fenders its member (

tages which accrue to our own <

endeavor. In 1958 our Permanent
Relations prepared and published a pamphlet indicating the

many ways in which the various Boards and Agencies of our
Assembly work with other churchesa dm Comma and profit by
membership in it. Too Staff members of our various boards are,

fhpMifh fflf^hfrtifr fa flff 4?mnKtft wHf* *** StaB memhew of

similar departments in other churches. Through this mutual

association, much Is learned which facilitates the work of the

various departments of our own church. Through our member-
ship in the National and World Councils of Churches, "our

church has an opportunity to contribute, out of the richness of

her own life, the resources of her leadership to the larger life of

the Church ... By membership in these councils, our lepresenta-

tives can aid them in self-criticism, and can enrich the life of the

whole Church of Christ by sharing the riches of our Church's

theological heritage and practical wisdom. To refuse to do this

would be to renounce a part of the mission whkh the Holy Spirit

has set before us at this tune." For these reasons and many more,

hwouUbe,mmyjiio^Dxot,amistas»forustowitl>or*wfrom
theNCC

Certain pronouncements on social and political issues get

much publicity in the press, so that people gain the impression

that this is all that is ever done by the National Council. This is

a great pity, but, after aU, we cannot drtrrniiiw what the newt-

papers consider news.

The NCC renders an indispensable service to the churches

in the area of Religious Liberty. That Is a crucial issue m the

world today and I am both surprised and dismayed that so few

Protestants seem to have any concern about it Several years ago

now, the Roman Catholic hierarchy brought pressure to bear

upon our government to have the State Department deny visas

to Protestant missionaries going to Brazil because, they said,

Protestant "propaganda*' might t*"*a,>gift the good relations ex-
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istfag between our government and the Brazilian people. Here
was a real duett to teligious liberty, and bad it not been for the
timely, united and effective voice of Protestantism speaking
through the fVnttKil, it is p»ff*M* that the State Department
might have succumbed to tnis pressured

Maybe the NOC has spoken at times when it should not
have spoken. Maybe it has spoken too often* about the wrong
things, and in the wrong way. But them am times when it had
better tpeafc, and when religious liberty is at stake is one of
those times! If you and I as Protestants are not concerned
about this matter we bad better be! In our zeal for locking the

front door against communism, we must be ever vigilant lest

some other totalitarian system slips in through the back door to

threaten our freedom. The NCC is the most potent united

Protestant voice now available to us, and we had better not
silence id

Some of those who are attacking the NOC most vehemently
are against aD of the great denominations as well They have
been fighting these and their leaders for years. In their philoso-

phy, and in their theology of the Church, they are independent
and divisive. If they succeed in crippling or destroying the Na-
tional Council, this will not satisfy them, for they live on detrac-

tion, denunciation and discord, and will immediately intensify

their attacks on other phases of organized church life. These indi-

viduals have a reputation for creating disharmony and discord

among Christians, and they always oppose any kind of Christian

cooperation which they do not or cannot control. They have
seized upon certain weaknesses of the Council or its leaders to

torpedo the whole Protestant denominational movement in this

country.

The National Council of Churches has its unwise tendencies

and its weaknesses. These we must faithfully recognize, guard
against and correct As our Confession of Faith says, "All

synods or councils since the apostles* times, whether general or
particular, may err, and many have erred" (p. 169). The Na-
tional Council is no exception; it too, has erred, and will err.

But I cannbt see this as just cause for withdrawal from member-
ship in it If we withdraw from every group which errs, and in

which there are convictions and opinions contrary to our own,

we would have to withdraw from all connection with the nation,

the state, the Church, civic clubs and the individual family unit

In ^ftf"^ let me indicate fet**>gi tendeodee which could
endanger the life of the NCC and its eflectivencee. Item b fast

the tendency tor the Coundl to become a kind of super-church.
There is no such idea fa the Comtfturton of the Council, but It

may creep fa at times if wo are Ml carefuL Some may indeed
wishtoseetheaeatkmofsocfaasuper^clntrdk.They«reimp^
dent with the fragmentation of Protestantism fa thk country,

and sincerely desire one organization whldr shall bring all

evangelicals together fa n single organic body. This certainty is

not the purpose of the Council, and fc knot now the purpose of
the overwhelming majority of those who pnrtidpnfte fa its life

and work. But them is the trmpfatfon that n few, because of

their hunger far organizational unity, shall try to land the Council
away trom us original purpose anaareetios*

Another weakness in the Council is the tendency toward an
eipanding bureaucracy. This is always n threat, and must be
resisted. Such a growth of bureaucracy would pyramid the Coun-
cil's organizational structure until it could frtf^rinf on fatolerable

financial burden upon the member Churches*

A third weakness of the Council is its tendency to rmphastm
one phase of its responsibility to the practical ecfipsing of aO
others. The temptation is strong just now, fa ha zeal for racial

justice, for the Council to become so preoccupied with this par*

tkular matter that it seems to neglect or to —m—i— other highly

important phases of its Christian responsibility. The race ques-

tion is very important, but it is by no means die only crucial

issue confronting the churches in these days. Would it not be
wise for the Council to shift its emphasis from time to time, so
that all departments of its work will have the attention, promo*
tion and publicity which they require?

And then there is the temptation for certain individuals who
are active in the departments of the Council to me the Coundl
and Us facilities to further their own social or political views.

The representatives of the member Churches should constantly

be on guard against this temptation. Nothing could do the Coun-
cil more damage than to have it so used by persons who are

zealous to promote their own private social or political theories.
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quirks to Dr. R. H. Edwa Bspjr. Oeaetal Secretary of tte Na-
tional Coaacfl of Ctaictes, 475 Rtonkfe Drive. Near York.
N. Y. 10027. He, or ooe of his associates, will be glad, 1 am son,
to try to answer fruity aad fririy aay question yoo may wish
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Page A5407. Congressman Coliaer, (D) h'tsslsslppl, extended

lite ronwrte to include a resolution adopted by the Long Beach, Mississippi,
v

«. bomber ol commerce conde^nin? the reporting by radio, press, etc., o£

certain activities in that l tato. 7 he recolvtion makes reference to the activiUcs

of til?? aUonaJ •: ouncLLof Ihurchr » in connection Willi the ecrullng of student

eiiucatofslnto Mississippi: Tbifresolution states " Vhereas this action by the

National council ol Churcnec was evidently sanctioned by our federal Justice

i> partment as they sent special cordons ol r BI agents herr to protect these

student agitators against law abiding Mississlpplnns; - - -.•• The resolution,

i§; naldng reference to crii.e, pointed out that / dc-sijnippi hap the lowest crl:oe

rntc In the Palifn according to FIJI statistics.
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October 22, {$64

*

\ «£

Your letter of October 17th, with enclosure,

has been received.

With respect to your Inquiry, Information

contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confi-

dential In accordance with regulations of the Department of

Justice and Is available for official use only. Further, this

Bureau does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any

type. Therefore, I trust you will understand why this Bureau

Is not In a position to endorse an organization such as the

National Council of Churches or other groups.

In connection with the circular you forwarded,

my speeches are a matter of public record and are quoted

from time to time. However, their use does not necessarily

mean either that this Bureau has or has not "cleared" the

manner In which they are employed. For your information

I am enclosing a copy of my speech, 'The Twin Enemies of

I reedon, " in order that you may read it In Its entirety. The

quotation In question appears on page 3 toward the bottom of

the first column. I am also sending you other literature which

I trust will be of Interest.

»**.

.
pOMMfBI

Enclosures (5)

Sincerely yours,

<Ui

» r

1 - Indianapolis - Enclosures (2)

DTPrfcl (4) See Enclosures and note next page.
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4/1/61 LEB Introduction

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

4/17/62 Internal Security statement
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October 22, 195^

/v

I

><:. V

I received your letter of October 19th and want to thank

you (or your interest in my books.

with respect to your inquiries, information contained in

the files O; the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available tor official

use only. 1 regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust

you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It Is hoped

you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files

relating to the National Council of Churches.
'f

This Bureau does not have a list such as you mentioned

available for distribution. I am, however, enclosing come literature

I trust will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

'• .'•'!.•. ;r.>-
*

•'• Tc'-j: F .';.,<'.-Axr.

(.(•':

/C>
.'I i
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Faith In God—Our Answer To Communism
Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62

.^ Let*s Fight Communism Sanely 1

'•<*—:— LEB Introduction, 4-61
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October 19, 196ti
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I?

_. • . '—•

»»!
Honorable J Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal 3urcau of Investigation,
Washington, D.C.

Doar Kr» Hoover;

I am on a connittce appointed by our Sunday School

Class of male adults and charged witb^the respon3»oility

of researching the activities of The /National Council

of Churches of America, V/o have poured over your dOoks

*-^e^arain{jrthe plan of 'Ihe Communis t Party to infiltrate

our American Churches, vie have examined the books issued

by the Circuit Riders Inc in relation to their
compilation of public records of several hundred clergy

and ley members" of the Council and compared the

activities as listed by organisations with the list

of cit?d coTTcnunist and communist-front organisations

shown in the M Guide to Subversive Organisations and

Publications "issued by the House Committee of un-

American Activities issued or revised in 1961, and we

hove also checked those activities and pronouncements

with those of the communist party. V/e are concerned

with the results these comparirons show*

We wonder if you are in a position to furnish us witfc

any information regarding thi3 subject in relations

to activities andevonts that have occured since I960

and 1961 and up to the current date? Also, if any list

of organisations and and personnel activities has been

released lately? V/e need help to clarify tails picture

which in itself seems more or less invisible yet erff

dangerous* If you can assist us in any :/ay with furt

knowledge we will surely appreciate it.

8 incorel;

?»S* Our puroose is to secure adequate information to
back up a petition to our session to petition our
higher Church Courts to withdraw from the Nations
Council of Churches* -

$&&$

*yW> ^

« -* *-- •

•*'.<>
-/
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October 13, 1964

P '

T
f

*\S

Deo*

• „^ t

\
Your letter ef October 12th Ins been received.

V 1th respect to your Inquiries, iiuormatton contained

ia the fil m of the IBI must be maintained as tv^ifclentlal In accord-

ance with regulations of the Department of Ju^Ute and Is available

for oflici-i! use only. I regret I an triable vj :. 2 of help to this

Instance but trust you will understand the ....-jsaary reasons for

Un- policy. It Is boned you will not Inter, ithcr Uiat we do or do

not have Z.\ti In our flle3 relating to 1. S£ Atonal Council of Churches,,

tTo sourer comes to mind to which I mijht direct you lu order to

ol»t.in tre data you have requs3tod.

W ith rcjard to Dan Sjnoot, he was employed byJhc ^
I CI as a Special Agent from Karch, 1942, to June, 1951, when horj

voluntarily reclined. Hla personal ventures and bis opinloas end •-

comments are strictly bis own and this Bureau is not In a position
*

to comment on these l» any way whatcoevcr. *.r.» •- -»>
cr

oi intercut

.

Enclosed is cone literature which I trust will b> -^

MAILCO 75

UUl I Oil*'.

COMMFBI

Elaccrely yours,
•r. vdz-t Vo-frf

*U J>

, .~-yU-I
-,-f
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4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I t

/Taith in God-Our Answer To Communism*'
"Faith' to' freedom"
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Oct. 12, 1964

4
- V

Dear Sir,

I am writing to you tonight as an patriotic American

who is deeply concerned with the turn of events which concerns the

National Council of Churches. ,

Many charges and counter charges are being made which

I believe must be either denied or verified. I would be forever in

your debt if you could help me get the facts so that I in some way could

help others in their search for truth.

I have some questions that I would like to ask you to

answer if it is possible for you to do so. They are:

1. What is the background of The National Council

.

of Churches?

2. Is the National Council of Churches under investigation

for subversion or has it ever been? If so what was the findings?

3. Has the National Council of Churches ever been under

investigation by the House Un-American Activities Committee? H so

what were the conclusions Drawn?

/ 4. In your opinion, is the Communist movement in

America using the National Council of Churches for subversion?

5. Is Dan Smoot an authentic anti-communist who

reports documented facts ?

I would appreciate any information relative to the j*

above subject or any information as to where I can obtain this
^fjy

information. »'

Sincerely,

your devoted servant

W>

«.'•>

fr

e=
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|2/;."2^- October 19, 1964

/• * —

COMMTiil

Stot^S People Should Know About Communism /

Your letter of October IStb has been'

received and j -

I want to thank you for your interest in literature distributed by -*
, ^ »

^ L

this Bureau. CD £ s •( &«V

with resoect to your inquiries, information contate* 8 *" ^_
« *fc «i-« nf «L FfflfmuM be maintained as confidential In acconfcnc^ &

flies relating to the National Council of Churches and the Circuit p

Riders, Inc.

I am enclosing a copy of "What Young People Should

2nd tactics of communists both to this country and abroad. Copies may

. be available in your local library.

xc:ox ../ <
Sincerely yours, #, J,* y\ i f

««<**

—

i or., ? iv^vi..>y> y '
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Riders, Inri. , is known in Bufiles for its opposition to the National
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October 13,

A

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau Of Investigation

Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.

in recent weeks I have become very concerned about an organisation "The

National Council of Churches for Christ in America". I would like all *.

available information about this organisation and its attitude toward

communism; is it true that over one-hundred persons in leadership capacity

have communist front records or records of service to communist causes?

If so, can their names be furnished? I would also like to know if they

have a goal or goals that, in any w^y resembles that of the Communist Party.

Do you have information available on an organisation "The Circuit Riders Inc"

home base 110 Government Place (Room 925), Cincinnati, Ohio?

I understand you have available a booklet, "What Young People Should Know

•bout Communism". I would appreciate you sending me a copy at your

earlist convenience.

Prom this letter it is no doubt evident that I am not well informed on

the aubject of communism, therefore any information you might furnish

on this subject, Including titles of informative books will b* appreciated.

krw- 5b
,

vidr-46
/::
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Enclosures (4)

"Faith in God- -Our Answer to Communism
4-1-61 LEB Intro

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

NOTE: Church leaders in the form of a "Study Council" of the

General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church met with

Assistant Director William C. Sullivan on Z-8 -63. Mr. Sullivan

explained the Bureau's position to them in regard to religion and

communism; however, Mr. Sullivan noted that this group

apparently concluded there has been no penetration or influence

into religion. They apparently used the FBI's inability to furnish

information as the basis for this conclusion.

r t

m< Kw vt»h w^wpt—ir«gy\»-?'!:.;^ **vw?7 L.W 1 ' JM.IP- -— tyryww r:
"* 1* injuw i.y m mj?m~v*Mj**m.'] • jyf v T̂wfH '5

"?ro*??,7 •

'



*

(

'&*&***

October 2, 196 2*

Mr. Mmnnt- .

Mr.*Mphr.r.
Mr. fltL^rh '

Mr. Ca*f*r
Mr. CslUhun .

Mr. Cornel
Mr. Ertns
Mr. Calr
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sullivan... ...

Mr. T»tW
Mr. Tro4ter__;
T*le. Room
U\m H*lmr»
JftoCmd*

hr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director ,
^ y Jf .

Federal Bureau of Investigation /
Washington, D. C.

T>ear Mr. Hoover:

I always have had and still have great admiration

for th- thoroughness and impartiality evidenced in the reports
> issue-: on behalf the F. B. I. It has been my understanding

'h?t th2 F. E. I. did not issae to the general public any

:of its reports covering the Investigations of individuals or

•specific organizations.

I am attaching a copy of a report which has come

to me in connection with my objection to the activities of the
1 National Council. of Churcties and call your special attention

io~t"TTe first paragraph thereof. If there have been any reports

or stat.Oir.ents made by the F. B. I. in connection with the /
K^tiopal Council of Churches or any other information promulgated

b" th» F. B. I. in connection with the National Council of

Phurcnes I would appreciate your forwarding me a copy thereor

or the summary of the content of those reports, or aavice as to

the correctness or incorrectness of the attached memorandum. * »

«* *

Assuring you of my continued appreciation of the

splendid work you and your organization have always performed, 54 g>

I am.

h

Sincerely yours,

"GFDrat
encl

.

-f

*y REC-64 .-^
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The charges of Communist Infiltration Into the National Council of Churches

I has been completely disproved by the FBI. Indeed, a high F.B.I. Official hat evidence
'
that the present campaign of spreading distrust and dissension in the churches has brought

encouragement to the Moscow directed Communists who have never before been able to

break through the faith of the people in the Churches.

As Presbyterians, we have every confidence in our Biblically based System of

Government and in the Church of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We, the Session

of the Central Presbyterian Church do hereby restate our belief and confidence in. our

Church, recognizing that, though our Lord is supreme and errorless, we, Bis Human .

servants are not. We call the entire congregation to Join us in a sincere repentance for our

past failures, to a revival of devotion to the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, and to a

deeper commitment of a growing Christian faith and work under the guidance of the Holy

Spirit for the future.

yours in our Master's Service,

Clerk of Session

\
Approved by the Session September », 1964
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October 14, 1964
> /

t

» ....*--•*

i

i

i

'.!.»:.»

'•ir

:•*. ...

Dearv
Your letter of October Oth has been received.

V 1th respect to your inquiry, infor nation

contained in the files of the IBI must be maintained as con-

fidential In accordance with regulations of the Department of

Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am
unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will under-

stand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you

will not Infer either that we do or do not have data la our files

relating to the National Council of Churches.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be

of interest.

Sincerely yours,

fc
\ }

7.

•rrj| =

*#f

Fnclosures (4)

Let's light Con.munlsir. Sanely!

4/17/62 Internal Security statement

4/1/61 LEB Intro

.

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism

M

*---- NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.:-fc_2
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10-8-64.

J. Edgar Hoover.
Washington. D. C.

Dear Sir:

Could you supply a documented report of your findings on the
'"

National Council of Churches of Christyand their affiliations
"

with any Communistic organizations and their original back ground

and originators.

Yours truly
r'

<s tf

RED 4 /^•-
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Your letter of October Gth has been received.

With respect to your Inquiry, information contained
in the fllei» of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accord-
ance with regulations of the Department of Juctice and is available
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this
Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this
policy. It is hoped you will not Infer either that we do or do not
nave data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

EocJoscd is some literature I trust will be of
interest.

Sincerely yours,

it. rn-.P v"\^

,er/
Enclosures (4)

"Faith in God—Cur Answer To Communism"
Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62
Let's Fight Communism Sanely

!

LEB Introduction, 4-1-61
i •
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October 6, 196^

J. Edgar Hoover
Director of The Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

C .
' D° y°u ^ave any available information as to whether the'

National Council of The Churches of Christ in the United States
of America is Comnunist inspired or infiltrated? Is tho National
Council, in your judgment, an asset cr liability to the American
people in terms of its power for or against Comnunism, or airy other
forces which threaten our existence?

II am pastor of the ilethodist Church at I _._ -J
Any information will be greatly appreciated. ' "^

Sincerely yours,

/
... .^+-<

57.0-

*

c-r jsivc*

\.m ii i i .ii.,.tjg;i
,
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October 12, 1964

*

y

Dear^^^^^

I have received your letter of October 5th and want to

thank you for your generous commentis concerning my administration

of the FBI. It is hoped our future endeavors will continue to merit

your support and approval.

With respect to your inquiries, information contained

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as. confidential in accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice an:- is available for official

use only. Further, it is contrary to my policy to comment on material

not prepared by me or personnel of this Bureau. I regret I am unable

to be of help in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary

reasons. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have

date in our files relating to the matters you' mentioned.

Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of

Interest.

.!.'••

•-
I

• -Ml 1.1 I

n., iJbhclosures (5)
!• I- -t

Sincerely yours,

-if//
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Faith in'God- -Our Answer to Communism
Internal Security 4-17-62

Faith in Freedom
4-1-61 LEB Introduction

Let:s Fight Communism Sanely!

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

;% v

»•»—

-2 -

t»»i m* rj—-—— i yfcy^

*- - «..?- 1



I

t
octn>;"i964

Dear Mr. Hoover,

For many years I have greatly admired you and your

F. B. I. , and most recently have come to believe that you and your men

are the only bulwark between us and the communist take-over. On

Oct. 24, 1964,,my churches Presbytery meets and will hear a report on

the work of the Nat'l Council of Churches. I have turned over my file i—
on N. C. C. to the chairman of this committee but he feels much of the *.

evidence needs more documentation. No one could dare question the

integrity of you or your bureau so I wonder if it would be possible to get

a letter from you stating whether or not the following have ever been

found to have any communist connections.

1. The Nat'l Council of Churches
'

2. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake •""~

3. Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam
4. Dr. Ralph W. Sockman
5. John A. MacKay
6. Edwin T. Dahlberg

7. Roswell P. Barnes —
8. Walter Russell Bowie j ...

9. Beverly M. Boyd , ;
[_

10. Samuel Mc crea Cavert ' • y C=T"

11. Hugh D. Darsie
"

T~"
12. Turman Douglas

13. Shelby Harrison

14. F. Ernest Johnson ~V / ,

15. Benson Y. Landis * -

16. I. George Nace
r ,„ ..,

17. William Scarlett -- -o ocr ... ,.--•

18. Luther A. Weigle ... ^7?^
19. Mrs. Douglas Horton C •iCI

'

20. Bev. Edler Garnet Hawkins f /

21. William B. Spofford

22. Kirtley E. Mather
23. A. J. Muste
24. Frank P. Graham - 25. Dr. Harry F. Ward

i

i,»,. my iyt t.' "~'rvi ". - *
.

** "-. ™'"V1"-"Vy. W '

.
'J''

-
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I have a number of articles written by persons and
ind would like for you to tell me, in the bureau's opinion
6 can be considered authoratative.

'

)by

nti-Communism Crusade
. Schwarz

PhUlbrick
ion

Bundy

t hope this request isn't too hard and I feel certain that©me of these (many of them preachers) complacent
le opinion of Mr. Hoover or the F. B. I. these persons and/or
re dangerous and a threat to our internal security- then
nil they open their eyes and really get a good look at

'

oing on, aided and abetted by our churches and their
lers! Let us all hope it won't be too late when they all

shall be very anxiously waiting for your reply. Thank

Most hopefully,

,. .V.JU -H

e
-if

JiV

'-"». •

**-rj:W^ -. '/"-* *"-*
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October 9, 1964

V r- \L* fa_-

Your letter of October 6th has been received. >»-

With respect to your Inquiry, information contained
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord-
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available
for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why
I am not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested
and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have data In Kr"

our files relating to the National Council of Churches. g>

;

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of
Interest.

i^
* Sincerely yours, 4 •

Q4l^
'V

Enclosures (4)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction
Let*s Fight Communism Sanely 1 , - TV
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement «.

"Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism"
X ^'

.¥T——

.

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. /Py'l
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October 6, 1964

Mr.
V;r.

A!r. MohrJLL.
Mr.
Mr.
Kr. Ca1blion_
>tr. Conrad
Kr. Kvan» ^.
fcr. Cntc
Mr. l!t^#>n .

Wr. £tiilhran

ttr. Tftvd
itr. Trotier

Tdr . R***m
Miz% HriiTka

Miss Can*!/

»-.....- - •*.._...

v)

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover , Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
U. S. Department of Justice
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington 25, D.C.

My dear Mr. Hoover: :

In many of our churches in the South, in fact, in our churches
all over the country, people are torn with indecision because
of the tremendous amount of literature that is being circulated
criticizing the National Council of the Churchy of Christ in the
U.S.A. In our Presbyterian churches, especially, tuere is unrest
and confusion and many members wish to withdraw support from the
National Council, saying that it is Communistic.

If you can give us some definite information resulting from your
investigations that would show that 'the National Council Is not
"antl-anti-Communistic" perhaps some of the disgruntled would be
convinced. Everywhere there is high regard for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and for yourself as its representative
and even an opinion of yours would be readily acceptable.

Thank you for whatever assistance you can give us in this matter.

Very truly yours,

HCW:mhs

a*,, ,
-/yj'-

14 OCT ft W*

i,r
;
^jt.imiyMi y^^W^-i-.J.
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September 30, 1961*

Mr# J* Edpar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr* Hoovers

We, the underslfrned, ere embers of e sub-committee of e larger group created

by the JE£gi«jU^£2£gnS3M Conference of The Methodist Church to study the

National Council of Churches In the USA and to. report, with recommendations,

to the next sessicn of our Conference in May 196$, The particular respond

sibility of our sub-committee is to examine accusations that have been aade

against the Council*

One of the chief charges has been that the Council is infiltrated by Con-

mnists and/or Communistic ideology.. Believing that this is something of

which the FBI would be aware if it be true, we are writing to inquire con-

cerning this*

Does the FBI hare evidence that the National Council is infiltrated by Com-

munists or that Communist Ideology is present in its actions and policies?

Has the FBI ever officially stated or suggested that the National Council of

Churches has Comaunlsts in its organisation, or that it has Conministie tend-

encies in its program?

In a study of the National Council of Churches by the Alabama Legislative

Commission to Preserve the Peace it is asserted that Dr. Barry. E*<ward,

formerly a professor at Union Theological Seminary in New Tork and founder „ j
of the now defunct Methodist Federation for Social Action, "has been offi-

cially identified as a member of the Communists Party," Is there any basis

for this assertion? Has the FBI so identified him? If not, who in your

opinion other than the FBI or Dr. Ward himself could "officially* identify

him as a Communists?

we know that you are limited by practical considerations as to what you

can %9S» On the other hand, great issues are at stake, when accusations

of this sort are made, if they be true, our church people need to know* We .

do. not wish to support Communism in any fashion* If they are not true, the j'

welfare of the church is threatened, for these charges cannot but breed sue- 9

pieion and distrust in the minds of many people* where suspicion and dis-

trust of the church exist, the church is irreparably damaged.

I

I
#~ .v
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"* * ?. *
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Mr* Hoover September 30, 196b

Please give us as nuch information ae you can possibly give either vp-
holding the accusations or exonerating the National Council of Churches.

/
Sincerely,

L._.

'
; .%? ».>

J

" -;
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> ****.!*•>••

DearV

Your letter of October 4th has been received.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

OC I :» - ]%/i I
Sincerely yours, ^* ^

i*7

•i«le .

law

Enclosures (4)

{
4/1/61 LEB Introduction "i _
Let's Fight Communism Sanely1 . <&r&hf
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

t
'

"faith in God—Our Answer to Communism"
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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October 9 9 1964 * j£l

u

Vtith respect to your inquiry, information contained l...

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in i.^

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is
f*
>•

r
K\ j available tor official use only. Therefore, 1 trust you will under- *—

jjf stand why I am not in a position to comment along the lines you

have suggested and hope you will not infer either that we do or

do not have data in our files relating to the National Council of

Churches. * f?

imlhoomi—i i

<4 r*^
' .'" ' v. •

'- * *...* .-
"*

*&-



< i ! )

<• <i

i October 2964

Xfce honorable J. Edgar hoover
Director of the Federal bureau of Investigation
daanington, D. C.

<51r:

The First Presbyterian Church meniberahlp in thia city*,

baa recently jreceivea a mailing that includes panphleta con-
demning The rational Coupon «f Ch^rchej as a Connnuniat-....
-infijt.rated organization. The mlni8ter, The Reverend

f
'*_•..„ J

f
.'..,:«.:, '„ has asked ua for our beat thinking concerning

'thia matter.

It occura to me that I have sometime in the past read
magazine articles with a clear view of thia by one (or noreV)
investigative agent of the bureau. I Mill very much appre-
ciate any material tnat you feel could be useful to ua.

Very truly yours.

• .".*"- a
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October 7, 1064

i

?>

I

£

• MJhgi
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Dear! 3 §"

Your letter of October 3rd has been received.

CD>
With respect to your Inquiry, information contained 5

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord^ J
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available g
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this *

instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for

this policy. K is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do

not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

In addition, no source comes to mind to which I might direct you in

order to obtain the data you have requested.

Enclosed is some literature X trust will be of Interest.

\ Sincerely yours,

CO

V '»'

'.M :»" I

Enclosures (4)

•Talth in God—Our Answer To Communism"
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

/ Internal Security Statement A-/7-62
1 LED Introduction 4-1-61

sW

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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October 3. 1964

ti
f»

. *nt-
The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Hjr Dear Mr. Hoover:

Could jou please inform me as to where I could obtain documented information

on theVHalisx^iJawsa-af-QbMrcllfts? In this section of the south at this

time the national Council is constantly under attack. Hich of this, I **&***

is expressed in "feeling" not "fact". -As a member of the Presbyterian Church

in the United States and as an interested citisen, I would like "the facts".

Any help you could offer would be greatly appreciated.

lours very truly,

I

t.

4
//
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*£*/C C -fW&y')d6Q- October 6, 1964

EX-103

DearrV..

interest.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of, /*?'

A'

L.
I received your letter of September 30th and KY

want to thank you for your interest' in my books on communism 7*>
and for your generous remarks concerning my administration ,_
of the FBI. It is hoped our future endeavors will continue to

merit your support and approval.

With respact to your inquiry, information con-

tained in the files of tho FBI must be maintained as confidential ^_
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and

is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of

help in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary

reasons for this policy. It is hoped you Will not infer either that

we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National

Council of Churches.

Sincerely yours,

7. Frtf«.irJpouvfi8 j

' >"

£ctol^e.{4) 061 V 8»W^**—r** —

^ \» Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism^ JfiP? Let's Fight Communism Sanely

y"~-Jfl- 4/1/61 LEB Intro <J>"
Ty, 4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

«£JT. NOTE: rCprrespondentiis not identifiable in Bufiles. Circuit Riders
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Sept 30^564

Mr J. Edgar Hover
Chief Federal Bureau of Inv.

Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Hover:

It has been brought to my attention by Myers G. Lowman's
Circut riders publication that many of the governing board of the National
Councel of Churches are also members of various Communist Front organizations.
Is there any way to determine if these allegations are true.

U It seems inconcievable that the support of an organization such
as the National Council of Churches which comes manly from churches such
as my own could have a large portion of its governing body made up of men
who wish to overthrown not only our government but the churches themselves
However from your books I can see where this type of infiltration could happen.

If the allegations by mr. Lawmans group are true then I beleive
ever church in the country should discontinue finacial support of the organization
and I for one as a trustee of our church would so vote.

Any help you could give me in clearing up this matter would be
greatly appreciated.

Sincerly

P. S. I like most other Americans am very greatful for the Leadership you
have provided not only to your Dept but to the thinking people of the United States

|

in regard Life under Law and order. Also the enlightement yon hv ro . *ven in / ?

ydur Books on Communists. . / ;

.
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October 6, 1064

Lear

received.

Tour letter of September 80th, with enclosure, has been

V Iiiie I would like to be of assistance to you, the EDI Is

strictly so investigative agency of the Federal Government sod neither

makes evaluations nor draws conclusions ss to the character or Integrity

of any organization, publication or Individual. Information contained In -•!

our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with i^«l*ttf»£n

tf the lerarfeent of Justice, m view of this, I sir sure you will understand

why 1 cannot con meet concerning the National Council of Churches or thep
other questions you asked. In addition, I hope you will not Infer either that

we do or do not have mfornation In our flics regarding the subjects of your

inquiry.

It Is always reassuring to hear from citizens who demon*

strato an awareness of the evils of communism and who desire to combat

this threat to our freedoms. I air. enclosing some material en the general

topic of comr unlaw. Too may also wish to refer to my boohs, Testers

of laceit - and "A 8tudV of CwmmiauuV The forcer was written with

the hope that It would help readers gain an Insight Into the true nature

of the comi. ualst conspiracy In this country. The latter contains sn

analysis of InternaUonal con-irunlet practices and contrasts totalitarian

TSttfaods with life In a free country. Those books may be available at

£ *?

'3Jm

3DO

uO

iOS'ir local library. The self.-addressed envelope which you so tfam*htluliy}». Tn|s*n.

•g fWasffit.^ - -

rr. wnhr—|ei warded 19 being returned.
!trl*ath

;.. tVrcr —
*>. f>i!nH«n—
.:, C-»nr*4 «^
!.. i\v«n«

v. r ^-^ * - —
v-„ folli\jn

•«: . t»tvI

•r. Tiottrr-^n
r-l^. R-*»tB-_—

.

.;:>/ ll.»Wnv»._
1 /• Candy

n
sincerely yours.

Jfri#\«(Sr

closures (6> _^ __ %
**' (Note & Enclosures Next Page.)
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The U. S. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy

Time of Testing

"Faith in God—Our Ansv/er to Communism"
Internal Security Statement 4-17-62

Let's Fight Communism Sanely*.

MOTE: Bufiles contain no record ldentUnble with correspondent.
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September 30 , 196U

. ./'

/

Mr. T«t«M» »

Mr. Mm(yit^_
Mr. Mr.!.,' V
Mr. ta:r»r-
Mr. C;.::: -a,
*K

'•V
j* a ____

;

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. f r! v.* '

Mr. Taiirf

Mr. Tr-:-r
TcV. I>-.^
M'u- : 'si
MU» Uin.ry

J, Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

I am a member of a Christian Women's Fellowship of the
Disciples of Christ Churches *nd some of us have attempted
to Introduce a study of Communism into our groups and mo
have met with a lot' of opposition from some of our members
who attend state and national meetings.

Could you answer a question for us? Have any of the
office holders of the National Council of Churches been
investigated and been found to be Communists, or Communist
avmpathizers?

Also, since am fromf Wt could
you tell me whether our county'is inrested with many com-
munists as I have heard reports to* that effect.

Any answers you could give us that would help laywomen
to be more informed and alert to the evils of Communism,
and any suggestions about what we could do to help preserve
our churches and our nation will be greatly appreciated.

"•.;: -• \ Sincerely ,
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Oclober 2, 1964
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Your letter of September 28th has been received.

With respect to your inquiry, information contained j/
In the flies of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- ^_
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available

lor official use only. I rcjret I am unable to be of help In this

Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for

this policv. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do

not have data in our files relating to the National Council of ^
Churches.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

Interest.

**•

-iiA.uo-8 1
Sincerely yours,

°Ci2-ly 4
/<ff

«JM/i.fB|

%Enclosures (4)

LEB Introduction, 4-61

Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 „ y ../

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! Pfj ) -\ j» y, ;\ ' <

Faith In God—Our Answer To Communism

NOTE: Koderogatory Information appears In Bullies.concerning

r*
•—

I

* / 7.7* «rith whom we have had no correspondence.
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September 28, 1964

.Kr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director .

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenue, M.W.

Washington, D. C.

Dear Kr. Hoover:

I urgently need $-.atever material* you can

release regarding the National Council of Churches.

The atatanont is made to me often these days

that the National Council is subversive. Any in-

formation that you could furnish would be most

appreciated. •

I should like to have thia material before^

October 11, aa I plan to preach on tha subject that

Sunday.

Cordially,
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September 30, 1904
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Dear\

Your letter of September^ has been received.

•nd neither n^™ «BtaS2?,2T' " the Federal Government
character or **£S?52?SS*2T ^"lons as to the
Information eontatoed toSSSSS^! "W?"* or ***«.
to accordance with rsraUta, o 1EZZf'T***'"'*M «»n*»Ual
•f this. I am sure y^fSSuE&bZlZE?"*^ JuS,lce

- to •*•
fag the National CoWu of Si^ctef2?lZ7" ""Zr** «"*•">where you could obtain th» «^SS * S

eutl ""Beest a source
70» will not inle *i\erlKr

Jo
a
J^*«,re

-
to »*uu°». «**»

regarding the subjecto o/^Jt,^. have data to our fUes

Sincerely yours,

NOTE: BuOles contain no information identifiable with correspondent.
(3)
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lir. J» Iil;*cr Hoover, director
FcCoivjL urccu cf Invcctirotian
J\c:;Ar,*trti, l\ C.

^ L. ^. ^^ .- i.

ac;rt.~25', 19«
r

Iicrr i^# I.oovcr,

;."iH you plcar.c let no Ixov; if there i3 any evidence whatsoever
th*.t thc'ixfdonal Council of Churches is infiltrated by Ccuntunists or
Cocxiuucu jj/iircthizcrs, or that it has leftict leonijv;s#

i7.cz? cccuscticais ore often rn^cic. If true, perhaps I could use ny
in:Clucncc *lo persuade the churches of this district to yxA pressure en

the Council to "clean house," or v/c could witlidrcw support. On the
other hrjif , if there is no such evidenco I would like to have that

ixifoxuatirjci t/hen talking with tliose who attack the Council*

If you can send no any information on .'this subject, or cutest
where I cotid liiiu authoritative infoimation, I will frrcatly appreciate

it.

3r r

\.
•I r

Sincerely,

ip-'iy •

«*&
t'-t 10 OCT 2 10S4 •
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Your letter of September 24th has been received. 1 §'

With respect to your inquiry, information contained ~i

in the files of the FDI muot be maintained as confidential in accord-m > u*
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of assistance in

this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons

for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or

do not have data in our files relating to the national Council of

Churches.

a?

e
x

interest.

"1
M"-i.H ,

| |

Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of

t

Sincerely yours,

fc-

r--'«

Enclosures (5)

4/1/61 LEB Introduction

4/i7/62 Internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God. . .Our Answer to Qpmmunism . . <}

One Nation's Response to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles.
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FoJernl 1iuroau ^f Investigation
(

- » ,

Subject: l!K*,i»nal C uncil of Ch-ircireft

lentlerten:

I unirjr-.tann the F3I conducted %n investigation on tne j:ati'?n-a

uncil *f Churcuen nst l^m a.:~. wvi w»ul'l appreciate it if you #» uld send

me a report -m it. U a rec»nt church n^etinj f »*n» fli'Mn'jrs wanted to

witMrsw their cup ort fr«ai the council. Iheir reason ft.-r ihia was that

th; council -ran not operating properly. I h*in*t heard i^ythin* frbrut the

aitii-«ti'n t*> ar^u-5 'ne *iy or th- other, ^r ny o*n p^r?on*l satisfaction

1 -.1ml* lik ? t hos^r B^metfr iir: ob ut this.

Ti!%-<1. y-'U At y *»tr i'.terent in Vain natter*

Y-utj? truly v

«DS1
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J / September 80, 1064
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Your letter of September 25th has been received.
CD ©
!—«« ^

In response to your Inquiry, Information contained in the

£

tfb«w

files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with

regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official;use

only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust you K*
will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you «_
will not Infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating

to the National Council of Churches.

In connection with the magazine you mentioned, it has

been our long-standing policy not to comment on articles which we-Lave

not prepared. We were not consulted on the content of this article and

did not assist In its preparation. The quotations attributed to FBI
officials were taken from remarks previously made by them on other

occasions.

With respect to Herbert Philbrick, he furnished informa-

tion concerning subversive activities on a confidential basis to this

Bureau from 1042 to 1052 for which he was compensated. Be was never

an employee of the FBI. Bis services were terminated with his appearance

as a witness in the trial of the communist leaders in New York City. Bis

personal ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly his own and
'

.
i

this Bureau is not in a position to comment on these in any way whatsoever.

; ....... ?*?i
l
/-: ,

.' !

i a?/

Note and enclosures on next page. '.- • • riOf
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With regard to your final question, It Is contrary to

my policy to otter advice in legal matters. You may wish to discuss

these Issues with an attorney of your choice.

Interest.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

Sincerely yours,

g.taesr

Enclosures (5)

"F?ith in Freedom"
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

4/1/61 LEB Introduction

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
Correspondent was employed by the FBI as ajlj

when he resigned

^^^^. 9 published LouiS Cassel's article about

— wH^nour churches and M. A. Jones' toDeLoach memorandum dated

4/16/62 set policy concerning response to this matter and prior Inquiries

have been answered along the same lines.

from

-2-
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September S9, 1964
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Your letter of September 21st has been
m

CP|

3D

With respect to your Inquiry, information contained g
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- *

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available

for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why
I am not in a position to comment along the line6 you have suggested

and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in

our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

no

interest.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

f

V

Sincerely yours,

r-\ Enclosures (4)

p 4/1/61' LEB Introduction

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

~^J 4/17/62 iiternal Security Statement
••Faith in Cod—Our Answer to Communism"

- NOTE : Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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Sept. 21, 1964.

t

»-V

?a

The Federal Bureau of Investigation.
*"—""

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs:

It has-Tecentiy come to my attention that jr~

some years ago theVational CouncU of Churches become |&,r
so heavily Infiltrated with communists that the office of

;J
'

Naval InteUigence branded It a subversive group. If it
/

is such a group, I am unwillingly contributing to its support
f

because I am one of the thousands of members of the United /

Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.

Please give me such Information as you can H

that will enable me to decide whether or not to continue as

a member of this church—or any church that supports the

National Council of Churches.

Do any of the present members of the governing

body of the National CouncU of Churches have a communist

front record?

Does the National CouncU of Churches still

recommend a long list of books—many of which are by Commu-

nist authors—for reading by both chUdren and adult members

of the Churches? -,

MB- 17/;;'• i \.i£2L'
'
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Tv,«e ih0 National Council of Churches advo-

^!L^is?swer-8Ute which would eliminate

cate a °™'?0Tld**^™P
%Jrtlic and our Identity as a

both the Independence of our_ nepuu«^

Nation?

In fact, can the National Council of Churches

still be considered a subversive group?

An early reply will be appreciated.

Yours very truly,

%J>
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Dear \ 1 «2

Your letter of September 23rd has been

received.

With respect to yoUr inquiry, information contained ty
in the flies of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord-

•"

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available
"""

for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why

I am Sot in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested

and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in

our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

Interest. *

Sincerely yours

\
*Gftf

%yEnclosures (4)

4/1/61 LEB Introduction #i lJ '
. >" /

^v Let's Fight Communism Sanely! [f%
f'''

7 t > 4/17/62 Internal Security Statement
'
w *' *

• •'Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism""Faith in God—Our Answer To communism" . w
NOTE: Correspondent is not, identifiable in Bufiles. ly*"
DTP:dll(3)
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September 23# 19$U

Hen. J, Edj-.ar Hoover, Bir.

F«dcr-il Bureau of Investigation

-iasl.irnjton, D. C.

Dear Sir:

In recent months a very disturbinc rumor has been saining some momentum

here in our city, ^n
t .

The miwr hi:- it that the National Council of Churches, whore current

President is our wen Bishop Rueben"H; Huellef or Xridianaoolls, has ft

eansidsrsM* amount o<* ccjnurJst infiltration, and is in no small measure

being influenced by the communist element that is working in the council.

You rin readily understand how some G°-d Christian people would be very

nuch disturbed *t such a rumor. For this reaocn, I would like to have ft

straight fror. the shoulder coranent from you, civinp your aopraisal of the

organisation and its connection, if any, with any subversive movement,

includinc the Cor.munift Party.

1 realise that a rr*3t many orr.ani rations all over thr country may have

snne infiltration of undesirable elements, r.nd it. would be very difficult

to screen them all «wt. At the same time I know th» organisations and

their leadership are not to be condemned on ft wholesale basis.

I alsn krov: you may have information concerning person* connocted with

the National Council of Churches, that is classified and cannot be released

for security reasons Houever, any information you can (£ve will be rreawy

appreciated*

Tours truly, __

Ss »
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September 28, 10W

MHm,

Tour letter of September 21st has been received.

With respect to your inquiry, Information contained p CS

In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord*?

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available^ »

for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this -jj >

Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for g
this policy. It is hoped you -will not infer either that we do or dcr* »

not have data In our files relating to the' National Counciljrf Churches

With regard to the Bouse Committee on Un-American

Activities, it is suggested you may wish to communicate with its

Chairman, located In Boom 226, Cannon House Office Building,

Washington, D. C. 20515, for any assistance he may be able to

lender you.

fXi

"K 9.

*&:<

&N

Interest.

Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of

Sincerely yours.

•J'lj:
rc*

Enclosures (4)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

Faith In Freedom

%y
f?

y *#r
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NOTE^Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Buttles. f
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Septeml>er ?1 9 1964

Federal Buretu of ;nv?r,ti/r -tion i

Dc.r Sirs:

V'e tre internr'tcn in oltaining J-ny inforriation concerning Communism

in the Council of Churches orr 'nirst^ons.

I rcnlire tMs request covers n..-ny facets, but such thin -o *:s records

of committee on TY.-Americ-n Activitirr. rould be oont hclnful to us,

I

•J
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September 23, 1064

3.

it
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Your letter of September 17th has been

With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained

in the flies of tne FH n^st £ LalnUlned'as confidential In accord-

McTw^to reguUttons of the Department of Justice and Is available

Sr official usTonly . I regret 1 am unable to be of help In this

MSRr^eL^lo^ of Churches.

Interest.

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of

: .v *:• >

I .'I; 1

I

Sincerely yours. ^
Enclosures (4)

» Faith In Cod—Our Answer to Communism

4/1/61 LEB Introduction

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement
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Sept. 17, 64

Dear Sir.

Could you give me information concerning The
National Council of Churches activities.

N The information I need, is about communist infiltration

now or in the past.

I believe the Council is doing a good job, but I need

help concerning them in my church* s discussion.

Sinerly

i-

• ^
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'< September 17, 1964

I
,

Honorable Vernol R. Jansen
United States Attorney
811 Federal Building

Mobile, Alabama 3GC02

Dear Mr. Jansen: m J.

Mr. Evans has told me of your telephone call to him '

ro s
concerning the current controversy regarding alleged communist
Infiltration ol the National Council of Churches. I have never made
any i ublic statement indicating that this organization has or has not

been Infiltrated by the communists. A sentence from a statement I * "^ £v
made on March 28, 1947, before the House Committee on Un-American

#

Activities has been taken out of context and quoted widely by opponents /
of the National Council of Churches. I am enclosing a copy of page 12

of this statement wherein I have underlined the pertinent sentences

Also enclosed are reprints of four articles I have

written relating to the conmmnist attack on religion. These Items

clearly state my views on this topic.

£ 2 I can assure you thi3 Bureau has never indicated that

V 8 the National Council of Churches Is or Is not communist Infiltrated.
; ' o Regulations of Uie Department of Justice require that Information In

°V the files of the FBI be maintained as confidential and available for

unofficial use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or
CO

itagUgJuve-Aita in our files regarding the National Council of Churches.
r

i>Er J $ 1964 / Sincerely yours,

covM-rei .

^".'Mr. Belmont \'\ 1 - Mr. Mohr ^y./. 1 - Mr. DeLcbBhcj
t

1 - Mr. Sullivan 1 - Mr. EvansMJvi y 1 ?'Mr. Morrill

DWB:sas(10) »l' / ./&-£'" %"

*.n ,
*'*1'mr+t£:y , — '

SicTdgureg"(5)''fhe Communism Menace, "Christianity May,". Oct, 40 and 24, Nov.

7, 1960; Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion; ^hristianTty Today,"

une 22, 1959; "Faith In God—Our Answer to Communism, Crusader, June, 1961;.

net's Fight Communism Sanely, "Christian Herald, yrJan, 196& £
NOTE: Jansen was appointed U. S. Attorney In August, 1961, The controversy

relating to alleged infiltration of the National Council of Churches has been boil-

p-n -j»_tr»*»—



**

*
4M« INI l**tlOM

•»* —m MO. MO •»

UNITED STATES » .VERNMENT

Memorandum
Mr. Belmont.) J

r < y'
C. A. Evans V'

jO

DATt September 15, 1964

subject: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF CHURCHES

« •

United States Attorney Vernol R. Jansen of Mobile tele-

phoned me this morning and said he had a request which he thought

should be most properly handled at Bureau Headquarters rather than

through the SAC at Mobile as it concerned quoted statements of the

Director.

Mr. Jansen said that in connection with the current

political campaign an early statement which the Director made

supposedly to the Un-American Activities Committee as to communism

in the National Council of Churches is being quoted widely throughout

Alabama.

United States Attorney Jansen said that numerous

protestant ministers had come to him pointing out they were aware

of a second statement made by the Director about the National

Council of Churches and asking that Jansen make this available to

them so they could refute the current charges being made against

the church. ,'

Jansen went on to say that he had available on his desk

a copy of the Director's latest book and had called appropriate

pages therein to the attention of the visiting clergy but that didnH

seem to satisfy them.
j

He indicated his belief that the statement being referred >

to by the ministers was probably made about three years ago. He

ask if we could give him some guidance as to the Director's latest

views on the National Council of Churches and any public source as

to where this material might be located by him.

r

1-Mr.
1-Mr.
-Mr.
-Mr.
-Mr.

Belmont
Mohr
DeLoach
Sullivan

Evans
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont r
-

RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF CHURCHES ' i

ACTION:

It is recommended this matter be reviewed by the Domestic

Intelligence and Crime Records Divisions so that any appropriate infor-

mation can be made available to United States Attorney Jansen. This

can be handled either in writing or telephonically as the circumstances

may indicate. .

V

-2 -
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Dear\

*r-

been received.

Your letter of September 15th, with enclosure, has
Z' f£

•11

While I would like to be of service, the FBI is strictly s
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither makes H<l

J
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or Integrity of g
any organization, publication or individual. Information contained in

the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice. In view of this, I am
sure you will understanJ why I cannot comment concerning the

National Council of Churches. In addition, I hope you will not infer

either that we do or do not have data In our files regarding the sub-

ject of your inquiry.

in
fc.—

3 fe-
rn L

X ~S>

*Y

WAIUffjV

-4.T 1364

i. _ COMMFPI

I am returning the postage you so thoughtfully enclosed.

blncerely yours,
**»

Enclosure

ar Eftrror

/
¥-.• •

.

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles.
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Sirs,

I have become aware of all the talk and concern about

o
the National Council of Churches. Do you have any information that

would enlighten me on the subject? or do you know where I could get
t

some reliable information?

V
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September 18, 1064

B./jrr.rr. |<:'1'|

CO

receiveJ.
Your letter of September loth has been

Although I would llUe to be of aealstaace,

Information contained In the files of the FBI r.iuot be Lulntalned

as confidential in accordance with regulations c£ the Department

of Justice and is available for official use oily. I regret I am
tiL-.Ue to be of aid but Uv3t you will not In'er either that we do

or do nrt have data in our files concerning the subject of your ^
Inquiry.

Stiiccrcly yours.

#

to

i

&

MAILED 19.

->LPhi964

COMMTBI *
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Mr Edgar Hoover „
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr Hoover,

he-

To begin with, I am asst. postmaster a^

I am a Elder in the presbyterean Church, age 65 K
What I would like for you to. do for me, if you please,

and have the time is: to let me know if the^Natiopal Council of Churcfees_
is donating any money to promote communism in ifle U.S. ? and also
Incouraging and helping finance Negro demonstrations in America.

If you will, Mr Hoover, if you do not have the time will

you have some one of your employees tp give me the above information
and any other about the National Council of Churches assisting

communism in any form.

The reason I want this information is - our presbyterian
church, with a membership of approx. 325 voted at a congrigational

meeting a few weeks a^o to withhold all our funds from the N.C. of C.
until a thorough investigation was made.

I know the N. C. C. do an immense amount of good,

therefore I do not want to condem them myself until I am certain that

some members of the N.C.C. are doing such.

Please if you will answer this request.

Respectfully

i

r

/ /

RtC-M A'' ',-..->*!/ -I

•|l
**»* - jr.
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EX-130

"ft?.-- September 17, 1964
fe

>

r^

Your letter ol September 15th has been receive^ g tn

With respect to your Inquiry, Information contatnSl <*

In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accord-
•*"

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available

for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of assistance In

this Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons

for this policy. It Is hoped you will not Infer either that we do or

do not have data In our files relating to the National Council of

Churches.

In response to your request, I am enclosing a list of .

organizations which have been cited as subversive by the Department

of Justice of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450 as

well as some other material which I trust will be of Interest.

*

Sincerely yours,

fc

-•51

*****

.»*.

Enclosures (5)

List of Subversive Organizations Executive Order 10450

4-1-61 LEB Introduction / •

'

'4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

1 Let's Fight Communism Sanely ., .

: Faith In God—Our Answer To Communism

. : NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable.in Bulges, the •WewAge"
£T / /' ^magazine Is the official organ of tne Supreme Council, 33°, ancient

5i£jZSEZ4 • and accept** Scottish rite of freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction,

reunited States
1
of America, 1733 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington,

: D. C. 20000. The article to.wl "

»Mw *-

*mU, Haeai -

HAIL *6«l1ID TELCfVPE U«lfO
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September ~ij>, 196^

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau Investigation
Deportment of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20535

Dour .31 r:
*il

?
CO

3
o
s

1 hove been hoodwinked for years, mine eyes have CD o
been opened. I h^ve just* Finished your article, £
"Challenge not Compromise" in the September issue of ^ °
THK NEW AGE. I have 'rend and tried to understand what o
was in the article is real an*l it is happening fcodny,
live In our hometown. It is startling to imagine co
r.rent o crime is "wing comr.it ted and we as o notion
irr .*;'lr-p nt tri'* holm, our .hip is n lowly Jinking.
Cod :..u;;t hnve h**lp f Wo ncteds our wayem to chow Him
that we hove not loft Him oui of our lives completely.
As individuals **hat else can we do? Shall we pwve
cur Federal government? Can it continue in this manner?
Shall we purge our state and local offices? Our school
bonr'Is and local people who ?re possibly unaware that
they ore supporting such a dreadful thing. Where is
the stopping? place, or should I have said, "where is our
:;t'irt,ing: place"" Wo can't urio in one or two years what
In.-. b"*r# builiing up for years the past decade. We
nu:;i filw:»ys h-y or u.**fd #

^^>0uv nhiTC'i. Th» i*ij25t Mi thodint Church of jHfe;
^

fV i:: sunroriirj: t:^<^6tlo:; fl Council of ChurclTes. y t
-_,., <>f,i<? ^

i h;jv- read sono pretty dlcgur-.ting things "^^rr^^^^^^^^C^L^r
or/^nniz-ition. Cnn you give roe come IIQKT on thlRr

,-., * S SEP 21 1984
1 h'-tve h^iird of the raahy org*jnizFX*l>nW that ore

cowjr.'TL fronted., is n listing on there nvnilnhlc? T :

•'
<

vould likir ftn <now of them ir possible. ^

^

-V »

«^SCS?W^ry

« /

. »

^ pq .!,mMljM .> ! F T*. • ?' ./ j *J*r* ' "* *
'
* " <t i.l ^"* y.y^yi'. f*-l ''
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mcs*3? &:--_—-X .. _ September 11, 1964

+tf+mt

a*!** .

V :

*>- «--

I A

been received.

Your letter of September 4th, with enclosure, has

^%* •

• - "t

With respect to your inquiry, Information contained x
In the files of the FBI mu3t be maintained as confidential in £
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is f
available for official use only. I regret that I am unable to be of ™ *

assistance in this Instance but trust you will understand the reason© g
for this policy. It Is hoped you will not infer either that we do or (to, S
not have data in our files relating to the Federal Council of Churches. x

In addition, you can make arrangements to speak to x

a representative of this Bureau, If you so desire, by contacting our

office located at 1700 Johnston Building, Charlotte, North Carolina

26202. '
» ..

S V
=. >

CO

g

Interest.

Enclosed Is some literature which I trust will be of

" VJL«*0 P

r/i-jw rni

enclosures (5)

1 - Charlotte - Enclosure

Sincerely yours,

•f,

DFC:mca
(4)

v.

:• •••«; ...

ift-.

(See page 2)
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Enclosures
"Faith in Freedom"
Let's Fight Communism Sanelyl
4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4*17-62 Internal Security Statement
One Nation's Response To Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles. American Council
of Christian Laymen is well known in Bufiles. This organization was
responsible for the dissemination of the pamphlet entitled "How Red
Is The Federal Council of Churches." This item contained a quotation

of the Director which had been taken out of context and used in the

manner to give the implication that certain individuals affiliated with
the Federal Council of Churches were subversive. This misuse caused
considerable controversy among various religious groups. "^T^r-^TT

r :.^^£-^
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Dear Sir;

Over 25 years ago I heard this Russian speak at our
"First Baptist Church" here. He told how the Communist took over
their country and shipped him to Siberia and how they treated all

christians - I made a vow then I'd always fight communism where ever
I could. After reading "J." Edgar Hoover's book" "Master's of

Deceit it really opened my eyes.

This summer a person brought me a book "about

subversive influence in the Methodist Church and call Rev. Seovl

a Communist. I was so shocked,and after watcheg the pa pers

telling about church news and the "Federal Council of Church" '^

looked bdd too - then some one - gave me this panplet - I am a

Baptist but what effects their church will effect ours later - So

I feel the urge to carry these to their ministers and let them
see for them selves if it is true - I can't think the American
people or christian should be kept in the dark if all of this is

true - Our government isn't being true to us. I would appreciate

your facts on the panplet.

They say Harry F. Ward is a Communist that

started the council years ago. I'd like to cary your letter to

my friends too. Being a christian I do hate communism and
t

all Americans should. I'd like to fight it all that I could in

my little way.

If these arn't true - the sourse they came from should

be stopped.

x

^'

If some of your men are near

like to talk to them - »-p

/00-S6fc9-/<5lS/X .,.,.

gar mjr ™yj.'d__^
^.=ffij£r
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September 10 f 1964

\

w

<

» •• r

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

To Whom It May Concern:

We have noticed an increase in the dissemination

of material hichly critical of the^NaU.pniLl

Ofiuncil of the Churches of Christ in the United ...

States of America. in our area. Among the many

criticisms is the allegation that **»e Council

is a communist- front organization, and that there

has been extensive penetration of Communists In- .

to the ranks of leadership.

It is also said that the F.B.I, has made an in-

vestigation of the Council and that JJeir re-

port verifies these accusations. Is it true that

the Bureau has investigated the Council, and ir ,

so, is the report of the investigation available? /

Any help that you can give will be most appreciated,

I
)

/w.-itjLiiy-K-' /
t -.:.Pl6l'Jb4

EX100 ..„_ m «
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September 16, 1964

\

* 5

received.

Your letter of September 10th has been

With respect to your inquiry, information contained in

the tiles of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for

official use only. Farther, this Bureau does not issue clearances or

nonclearances of any type. Therefore, I trust you will understand

why this Bureau has not released a report along the lines you have

suggested and hope you will not use our inability to furnish data as

the basis for inferring either that we have or have not "cleared" the

^ National Council of Churches.

Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of

Interest.

/
Sincerely yours, ^r
<&> #

'

Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

"Faith in Cod—Our Answer to Communism"
4/1/61 LEB Introduction

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies.
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September 15, 1964 Kr

REC-21// r Srf ?'..? Jfj
5 V

-i-i i ^

Your letter of September 11th has been received, § ^
and I wont to thank you for your complimentary comments regarding§ ?£
my efforts as Director of the FBL It is my hope that the future

endeavors of this Bureau continue to merit your approval.

With respect to your inquiry, I would like to point out

that the FBI does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type

and that our files are confidential and available for official use only

pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice.

V.;ith regard to the National Council of Churches, a
representative of the FBI did talk to the group you mentioned, however,

they were not given any information from our flies to substantiate their

conclusion. The conclusions drawn by them were strictly their own and

It should be clearly understood that our inability to furnish information

to Ciis group should not be the basis for inferring either that we have

or have not "cleared' this organization.

fe

of arest.
lUQlJT

I am enclosing some literature which I trust will be

SEP 1 5 1964

_C0MM-F8J
b

'&> \l
•.I «-l» .- .T't

>-&. ^
Sincerely yours,

•r-

." v

on..___„ Let's Fight Communism Sanely I

'4-17-62 Internal Security Statement Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism

^—=1 Enclosurss (4) ^-#7
ZZTZZZA-l-tl tfefe Introducti

£^rV4-17-62 Internal Secui

^-^jfolB: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Mr. Sullivan has **&£**&
J.-f L"the Episcopal Commission was given the Bureau's official position in regard Jo

t;?°!lJG these matfcfetofand drewjheir own conclusions. rf, rj/f
^.^=g fSEgg!g,~!^^°^J)FCaocX3L- — UL-^jJLU^.r:'
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Washington, D. C
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received.

Your letter of September 9th has been

While I would like to be of assistance to you -

concerning the questions you asked regarding the National

Council of the Churches of Christ, Information contained in

the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice

and 16 available for official use only. I hope you will not

Infer either that we do or do not have data in our files

relating to the subject of your Inquiry.

Sincerely yours,

HOTE: Unfiles contain no information identifiable Witbxorrespondent.
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Septeaber 9, 1964

I.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Hoover:

Council of Churches?"
«y»Pathizers in thAfational_

Could you share with me such 4 »*«*.,.*•have that mi an8Wer tti. J*"
u°h

J
*•»tioa as you

regard the National Council of Jne^i,, T y°Y »•***«*
the United States of Crica a, I Cô !?" °f ChrUt in
or one that is led or influent

a
,

C n"mmiSt organi«ation
by persons who are Coasts or tZonV **^**1 ' **"«nunisis or known Communist sympathisers?

Your helpfulness will be appreciated.

Very sincerely

CW/gk

REC-21
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September 14, 1964

is

Your letter of September 8th has been received.

m

With respect to your inquiry, information contained

In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accord-

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of assistance in this

Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this

policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have

data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches* ;

Enclosed Is some material I hope will be4^ ? ^ ;

interest.

Sincerely yours.

CD* —

f V*

/<k^Enclosures (5)

4-1-61 L£ D Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security .Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I

Faith In Freedom
One Katlon^ftesponse to Communism

MOTE: Correspondent U not Identifiable In Bullies.

y*.

t

DFC:sls^

'". &3S4
It*-

»>

...y

u:

TOXTYPE WITCD
...mH

* • v V

I

t



(
-o—

o I]

-£4?/~?~ iy '$
Scptcxttbsr 14, 1CC4

osaaa^a. a tos cc:'•cc'
:••, »?«=5^5 y«r q, 2

*7i& reelect to vcu^ »••-•?*••?» *^-- . ^?- «• - *•-.+ -r *." „.

V

4'WVfc "»ycar i:::.ui:«y
t irJwi*

i

Ezzlczcd is some Uteraiu^o v **. . ,, . . . .

*

Clacgrcly years,

Ctsio^rcs (C)

?.7aiih in freedom"

£ST?**ra
!
,fcaBC» Activities

;

fc

1fy,^-0"' Answ«* to Communism

^jj^orregpondent Is an* «,w«„

*>

J$

V

i-ivi-rv-y
--*••» $

r

'j.-
'

r'-.-vyrr*



\
\

G
September 8, 1*61*

lerof the

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Hy Dear Hr. Hoover:

I am Clerk of the Session and, of course, a
SessionoftH^Flrst Presbyterian Church here inM ^ I attended as a representative f:
i-resDy^cry me meeting of the General Assembly _of the
terianChurch in the U. S. which was held inHP in ***• spring of this year.

... * along with 'other members of our Session have become
alanned at the method of operation of the Kational Council
of Churches and the way they operate.

"'

As you know, this organization has spearheaded the move- y
ent of the Northern freedom workers who have been giving so
much trouble in Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama and other Southern '

states. Likewise, all of the literature that I can get ay hands '

on states that the National Council of Churches is infiltrated
with communists. «'

I have been asked by our Session to write you and get any
information which you might have with reference to the communist
infiltration in the National Council of Churches and also any
information you might have with reference to the part the National
Council of Churches has had in^tWt freedom workers movement.

^ * wil1 certainly appreciate your giving me any information
which you might have with reference to the National Council of

~"
Churches. -

. .,, tl! ^
Assuring you of our appreciation for this servi^e^J^ am

Sincerely yours,

1*

/

DHA:hr
H«U l„ii l ,\ **>*mmm*dmm>&
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Mr. J. Edsar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. O^^aJ.toonclhf
Dear Mr. Hoover: - ^ £ (p $

..

/^ f
,^

cir. Elder of the First ?rp.sBVtcflan*ChurcTr"

on Pi I a» taking the liberty of writing

you for information regarding the inploscd letter.

This letter was sent to each concr.unicant mcabc.r of

the church. As far as I cm abl^^etc^nine, our church

is the only Presbyterian Church fl B-o receive

this letter.

I would deeply appreciate your advising ne as to

fubrrantinting the facts, as outlined in the article,

nertaining to the Hew Moderator of our General Assembly.

Your answer to this letter will be rc*d to the elders

at our nc>:t regular Session Meeting.

Although I am on inactive reserve status, I am a

Major in Military Intelligence, so you understand my

concern.

you Mr. Hoover for your cooperation in this matter.

Very truly yours,

v .v
rf/ao -s-sgto

176 SEP 1G 1934
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C..» to a Pamro — Smiadw

Dr. Eugene Carton Blake's leadership in his denomination and in

The National Council of Churches of Christ
a^^fyt^mukfadKaiiMiwaOufehliaaUykeiiifiKCfniMd at apolitical organisation who*, prime intern* bW"'*-

DR. CHARLES S. POLING WITHDRAWS
from the

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U.S.A.
February 17, 1964

The Hev. Claude L. Morton, Stated Clerk,

ti? The Presbytery of Phoenix,

r.l '/ • The United Presbyterian Church, U.&A.
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,11ir^yTmera««ynnmef^^

anmooe wouldleapect stbeittic group* to take hut never euch action from a chuidi beaniig tla mune ana oamw*« aw i*s«

«at& and leads marches that can only Inspire hate and provoke violence. Ana i ywa «oi»"»>
«J^ELfc lZU« *. ,™%52i AefuH and onmtricted Ucmjngs «»dj»pmun.t« yc»m»« S^^^^mdkiSK«idm.

S?S theUK Bhewl and apostatt NationaTCoundl of<^^^^1

C5^^tftm^to1S£-y
fade, political brirarchy, my church can no longer chum my »PPOt and respect. I wuiiBOtan *r**™*%K'~ w~" "*

K^ry^nnSerste«nmg a member of the NAACP. a mihtant poht«l organmatmn. (Sm mmu» •! Ji

ventally flL But on? No. . * , A . .«-_.. •« _ ioa# t

•*orious •"*•
Earnestly and abeerdy,

- Charles &Plofin«:

•m. b t• »—«- nMM s- ft-rfrai eSfdei fa «• of the hot known in Amelia. Or. Fofisr held pastorates at W**-

-w2MS5fiftr^
JSa C^ani Wbik at Umg BeaA k« w^ to criMn^
SarinTcLca in FamaVna, Ca^amis. It Is a aad day when this natieoally known tnmbter, afar » »**"*iX^Se
STnoAricTadSd^^amw aoar .ism yrari _ • «• ^n •
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J. Bdgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington D. C.

Dear Sin

I nave Jus* been challanged to present documented material Moving^
that f'-^nnnr- " " ~r """*»«>»>« been infiltratedV^^
.the Communists. . " ^

i^"^^^r.:

I would a -predate it very much if you could send me ooci»entea^i^ :

infornatio-. provins this/ Also, and perhaps ^^JJ^hJ^^
need inforation pertaining to i» accuracy of fce *?2^i£«£3 * C?
It has been pointed out to me that when the Congressional "••g&SSS*
is usid as a reference, in a great many cases only «$•*£* E2n:^
used specifically to prove the point of the author. Informatim

:

relating to this st-teirent would also be a±.preciatea. ^i;^\i:
:
.i..v

T vould also li'ce to .ecuest information on what was done to "thet^^
thirty (30) men accused 'of beinS communists who helped product.$&£%.
the Sevised Standard Version of the *lble. T^;^^1!^
Finally, if t:.is is at all possible, I would like very much to*^&
have your own personal feelings on tnese subjects. ^ .':'ji%.'-?±

%•

>'Ar.-y:

Thank you very much.

|^MV>MfMVf**^* i" -.
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Dear,

September 14, 1964 /

Your letter of September 7th lias been received.

With respect to your inquiry, information contained

In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accord-

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for official use only. 1 regret I a.n unable to be of assistance in this

instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this

policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have

data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

Enclosed is some material I hope will be of Interest.

Sincerely yours,

- *
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Enclosures (5)

LED Introduction, 4-61

Internal Security Statement, 4-17-32

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faitil in Freedom, 12-4-03

One Nation's Response to Communism

NOTE: There is no record of
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September 14, 1964

Your letter of September 8th has been received.

cos «•

1 ^2*^

\Mth respect to your Inquiry, Information contained In

the files of the FBI muct be maintained as confidential In accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official

use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust

you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files

concerning thcTKatlonal Council of Churches. You may be assured
I have not released uic stalemcnt'you havelndicated.

With regard to the article you mentioned, In line with our

long-standing policy, we cannot comment on articles which we have not

prepared. V»'e were not consulted on the content of thl3 article and did

not assist In its preparation. The quotations attributed to FBI officials

were taken from remarks previously made by them on other occasions.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of Interest.

Sincerely yours,

i/

reduction
tyfpclosurcMJ), ,

-U61 EEBthtri
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

l£t's Tight;Communism Sanely I

Faitn in Goa,

'-H)Ur Answer To Communism

r

£

£

<*

I •.-

NOTE: Correspondent was written on 3-30-61, and there is no derogatory
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Sept en her 1?6W

The roncrai.lc J. I Agar He ever
riroctrr
Fererei Bureau cf Investigation
'.Vashir.rtcn, t.C.

Icar I:r. Kcever:

This t-ast Sunday as & teacher rf *r adult
Sunday School class ir. tbe iirst irtstyUr-
Ian Church hfrr I brought ut the ilaficnal

Council of Churches. There hss been such
criticisn cf the KC£ in cur lecal church,
although it has nany defenders. Sew r&l cf
the a:c::V.tro arrtcd it wis a "tcuchy" subject.

In re
that

II

que
which
scls
jrarty
:c ss
flucn
cus i

garc tc the- often-repeated 8]3ege:ticn

tie Council is ccrrir.unist-infiltratcd,
ted renar*s by ..'illian C. SulHvcn
a] reared in an article by Louis Cas-

te- the effect that "...the Ccn.runist

has r.ct achieved any substantial sue-

in exerting denization, centre-: or in«

ce ever An.erica's clcrrynen cr r*liel«
nstitutiens en a national scale."

Cne of the class :i enters (a fenter Corrander
of the lecal Arrericar. legion pet) was sure

jyou had said the NCC was infiltrated by con-

lnunists. If ycu can refer re tc any publish-

ed statements you have made on this natter I

would surely appreciate it.

Mr. T-l'.^ viy_
Mr. Vti'j «*

Mr. !//; \^1^
Mf. «V--r
Mr. r-' r**n

Mt. Crn-a* ^__
Wr.r-fcfcA'.sl'
Mr. r^ai
K'.CfcJ
Kr.KjPa
Mr. SS!H^a. .

Mr. ****
Mr. Tr«Atcr__
T*l«. H"9m _«»
M;e* -wwtwf

Kiu Candy__

trul:
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September 10, 1*64 fc^

UBD5
/^6 - r'^ iUV^

* *-.

rn *

CD£ ^

Ycur letter of September 4th has been received.

While I would like to be of assistance, Information

contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is

available for official use only. I hope you will not infer either that

we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National

Council of Churches.

V

Enclosed is some material which I trust you will

find of Interest. t»*

m/m; to 6

GLr i CJ ISM

COMM-I Bl

Sincerely yours,

J. Ldgar Mf»«/»T

Enclosures (5)

Shall It Be Law or Tyranny?
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

"Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism"
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

The Deadly Contest -

is
ftPS

A-

NOTE: Bufiles have no records identifiable with correspondent.
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September 4, 1964

Mr* J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

r

I am writing to request information which I hope very much you will
be able to supply.

Several publications of phamphlet and paper back books are circulating
many churches of America in which you are quoted on communism. I am
quite sure the quotations are unquestionably accurate.

I am not certain about some of the inferences which follow these
quotations. Generally your quotation is used to support the premise that
the^Kational Council of Churches is communist dominated or has commun-
ist infiltration. '

I respectfully a6k: (1) If you can say whether or not the National
Council of Churches is communist dominated. (2) Do you consider the
National Council of Churches the greatest aide to communism In America
as charged in these publications. (3) Are any of the leaders, clergy, or
laymen, of the National Council of Churches considered by you as suspect
of having communist leanings.

I shall deeply appreciate any reply you can make specifically or gener-
ally to my questions. "L'A^ tiE&& / ' *• * -/ -

I

EFU/vg
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September 8, 1964

/ • AW? £ %

V
-ni
(DOS —= ^

Your letter of September 1st has boon received, and

I sun glad to know of your interest in my book, "Masters of Deceit'*

In response to your request, information contained in

the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance

Kith regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for *

official use only. I regret I am unable to be of assistance in this

Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for

this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do

not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

While this Dureau does not maintain literature regarding

that organization for distribution, I am enclosing some material on

the general topic of communism which I trust will be of interest. ,

Sincerely yours,

g.rr Tcvn^r .
-

C"
Enclosures (5)

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
4-1-61 LEB Introduction

Letf8 Fight Communism Sanely
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Faith In Freedom

'73

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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J. £<igar Hoover

Director, Federal Bureau Of Investigation

Washington, D. C#

Dear\int

It is/m^n

Septenber 1 9 1964

>rative that I bare all the information and
liteAtureSthat you can aead or refer at to concerning
The Nati onal Of

if any toward communist).

lurches, in regards to their affiliation

Recently I hare read your book. Masters Of Deceit and
also the book None Dare CalLl/t Treason, by John A # Stoi

I feel that Ironist hare mork literature for pleased '^
session* that are to cone with our Methodist aiaistl

nP If 1964
>eetfulljr

^ ii(

t-y

7^ ^••^^^^•^^•w «. p ' I .
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September 8, 1964
*?

'5**"
1

*«

% ^
I received your letter of September 1st and want

to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my admin-

istration of the FBI. B is hoped .our future endeavors will

continue to merit your support and approval.

While I would like to be of service to you, this

Bureau does not have a copy of the pamphlet you mentioned available

for distribution. Further, I do not know of any source to which

I might direct you in order to obtain a copy.

With respect to your inquiry, the FBI does not issue

clearances or nonclearances of any type. Therefore, rtrust.yon

will understand why this Bureau has not issued either of the statements

you mentioned and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not

have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

Enclosed is some literature which I trust will bo of

Interest.

/ WAiico'e

i

Sincerely yours,

9. to. tr »»•!•• '•»

i

.

I

tff

V
Ju

Enclosures (4)

OTP:pemy
» ^ ^ /} '?'

(See Enclosures and NOTE next page)
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Enclosures:
"Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
Let's Fight Communism Sanely I

4-1-61 LEB Intro

4-17-62 Internal Security statement

,»» &

NOTE: We wrote tJ von 3-4-63 at which time he was

not identifiable in Bumes^The pamphlet mentioned has been

brought to the Bureau*s attention in the past.
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September 1, 1964

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover.

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Mr.!*.* r.r..i «r

Mr r.-s*n — . v..

Mr. S.
'•' '.. {.-

v*r. T-vl ir
Jlr.lr^-

j

ft--

v •

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I have the deepest admiration for you and your organization

and what you have done and are doing for our beloved country.

At the moment, I am trying to clear my own conscience,

since I. a long time (33 years) warden and vestryman of our parish,

have been called "unchristian", by one of our Episcopal bishops for

implicating the National Council of Churches in fostering premarital

sexual relationships through the publication and distribution of a

brochure "Called to Responsible Freedom: Meaning of Sex in the

Christian Life". This was published, so I have been told in 1961 by

the National Council of Churches for the United Christian Youth

Movement.

I wrote to the Office of Publication and Distribution, The

National Council of Churches. 475 Riverside Drive, New York 27.

New York for one of these pamphlets and had my letter returned with

the word "discontinued" in red ink. This seems proof enough that

such a pamphlet was published and distributed by the National Council

of Churches.

Could you possibly furnish me with a certified copy of this

pamphlet, or tell me where I may obtain one?

REC-34 /••
And may I ask one question? I have read statements in print

that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has cleared the National Council

of Churches of communisim among its personnel, and I have seen in

print tjiat the Federal Bureau of Investigation has not so cleared the^

National Council of Churches. Which is correct?
» ' :

• -u •••• ' leS^
Sincere^ and faithfully yours,

<A V '

? .

JWJ.Jr./as
r»>-1—* —*«•-—<mt%.~*T- mmmm. i—

*

y ' jf * .y

*T*V*«*^- t
»*.

» V%*l**tM+lljj\SL ' *"
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September 2, 1904

IS-.

* V

Your letter of August 27th has been received.

With respect to your Inquiries, information contained <

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is

available for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will under*

stand why I am not in a position to comment along the lines you

suggested.

With regard to the National Council of Churches, a

representative of the FBI did talk to the group mentioned in the

report you named; however, they were not given any Information

from our files to substantiate their conclusion. Any conclusions

drawn by them were strictly their own, and it should be clearly

understood that our inability to furnish information to this group

should not be the basis for inferring either that we have or have

not "cleared" this organization.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest

•1 i

e 2 fc*
:

'

to you.

MAILtO 6 Sincerely yours,

A l SEP 3 - 1964 h/ Jfr

Enclosures t(4) .

1 . Savannah - Enclosure
1 • . •

— : S

T*h>. fiaon ,

/DTPanc (4}
Seepage 2.

rf
v

^?4§2j!l$EP«Al*
Ha

TCLtTVFt UWI.a
—» # ' ! TT~ '—'i i*rrn

.^^ j.^-*-

-ii .1 -» .

:
*T~- *^' "'Vi ,

» » '» . i ;K,fw«'.y,«yf '<U> :€«H.'.t ' .
"» '



(J

Enclosures (4)

4/1/61 LLB Introduction

4/17/02 Internal Security Statement
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faitli in God—Our Answer To Communism
W

NO iii: Co.responclent is not identifiable in DufUes. Assistant Director

Sullivan did meet with this Episcopal Committee in January, 1864.

However, Bullivan did not give them information other thaffthe bureau's

official position in regard to these matters.* Sullivan has noted that

the committee drew their own conclusions and was placing the Bureau

In an embarrassing position by these conclusions. Prior Inquiries on

this topic liave been answered along the samejiirec.

.V

-2-
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August 27t 196*
::.*•

i*r« -x - - .

Jf^ij^-.-r ....

Mr* J* Edgar Hoover,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, # C.

Oear Mr. Noovar: *
, v .

*\* "

# --
.

-

As a Presbyterian aiinlater X fael aoae kinship with you for X under*
atend you ara an Eldar in the Praabytarian Church* X hesitate writing <one

eo important, but eoee reaponae froe you or your office would be greatly *
,.

epprecleted. ^-* \

My concern ie for reports concerning the National pauneti nf ct^iw»h—
r

which eeeo to be conflicting end both of which refer to the F. B. I. or the
House Comnittee on Un-Aeerleen Activities for eupport. \

On the one hand, newspapers- poephleto, etc. refer to the Motional •''--;-

Council oe definitely e Coawuniet eonapirecy, or ot leeet overrun with Coo- .;.

unlet eynpethlzere. An illustration of this ie o printed paaphlet prepared
by o Coanittee of the Session of the Pitte Preebyterlen Church of Sueter, 8. C.
charged to Investigate certain official records concerning the Rational Council*

Since the cheiroen of thie etudy coanittee, Merold R. Bauer, heppene to bo the
highest ranking officer in the South Caroline national Guard (Major Benerel) -r

X eeauna he ie well infozwed. The poephlet dales to quote free hearing Be-
Un-Aaarlcon Activities on February 25. I960 in which u'
itor for the Cooelttee oold of o then Incoaplete check.?.

fore the Coanittee
Mr. Arena, Staff Oin . __ _ - « «^ . .. «
thue for of the leadership of the national Council of Churchee of Chriet In
Anerlee, wo neve found over 100 pereone in Xoederehlp capacity with olthorJ
Ceeamniet front records or records of oerviee to Conmunlet ceueee". Thie "v

quote fljoeo on to neee Halter Rueeell Bowie. Henry 0. Cedbure. Beorge Oehl

soy wateman, end Fleeing donee oe those with nunerouo offlliotlono with
unlet fronts and ceueee. X know of oet
loglcsl Beolnerloe.

£
of thoeo oo professors in

On the other side, X novo before oe •Supplemental Report X* Roport fei' &,;.

Rational Council of the Churchee of Chrietin^iotoitedJto1^^AB»rieo
|
by

the JOINT COMMISSION ON ECUHERXCAL RELATIONS OF THE 6ERERAL CONVENTION OF THE

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (releeee Roto:
:^f

denuery 30, i960. On page 1* of thie. roport. the etudy coaeittee ooye j£..:,£/
•we novo tried honeetly to investigste their occueationo to the ^•e*_pm%.?<t
the Retionel Council of Churchee to o Coewuniet eonepirecy or that ****«•>
Coowunlet eynpethisero end elliea. In their axoainetion, therefore, thewgtg.
bore of our Study Coenlttee oet with peraonnel of the House Coacdtteo.ojl^
Aeerlcen Actlvitlea end the Federel Buroou of Investigation, but won ooftjMuj*:.:

to dlscovsr any feet or record thot would euppor^euch eharg-
thot they ore felss% .

f /fo ~XT

t*?* -».**

?» 'it 1 --
' .r^r

.": «??.-/.-\t"
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Can you please answer these questions for me.

... *• •*•
J
h« ^ive men (Bowie, Cedbury, Oahl, Watermen, and Jonas)with -Communist front records or records of service to Communist cauaea*•embers of these fronts while the organizations were Communist fronts, orwere these men victims of circumstances where organizetions to which theybelonged later become fronte?

«*• wmj

2. Ooee the F. B. I. feel that there le at this time or evsr hasbeen any reason to suspect any of these men are Communists?.

3. In as much as the Episcopal Church's Study Committee (ouoted inparagraph k of this letter) met with personnel of the f. B. I. enTfSlndno facta to support charges of Communism in the National Council, does thismmm
X!" I' 5* I*

haB no »vld«nc« "gainst the National Council or does Itmean the F. B. I. does not divulge such evidence even it it has this evidence?

Thank you very much for your help in thle Better of Immediate concernxn our church*

i

9
Sincerely,

It?
!Jt

..

tP

!i
i

-.;v*- -.

V rV^V » K . J j"
. •W> V .-;

'

!

" •»-«..T/ -•:
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September 8, 1064

*>/-*"
f

•

Tour letter of August 31st has been received, and
I am glad to know of your interest in my bocks.

With respect to your inquiry, Information contained

In the flies of the Fftl must be maintained as confidential in accord-
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for official use only. I regret I cannot be of assistance in this

instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for

this policy. ft is hoped you will not infof^iither that we do or do
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

I am enclosing some literature on the general topic of

communism which I hope will be of interest. You'may wish to know
that there is no charge for the publications which this Bureau
distributes.

Sincerely yours,

I/'

«£r-
, !

Enclosures (5)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
Let's Fight Communism Sanely \

Faith In God—Our Answer To Communism
•Faith In Freedom"

%
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•/ 1-4*\ %
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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August JJ, 1964#
I!:-. J, Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Kcahington, D.C.

Dar Mr.* Hoover:

r

I am very disturbed about the ccoErunict influence on
organizations which affect the outlook, attitude, end future
thoughts of our young people. In particular. I an deeply
concerned about the possible adverse influence the National
Council of Churches may be having on youvh groups of the churches
through literature and youth vorkerc directed to the individual
churches through the denominational groups, such as the United
Lutheran Church of -America.

I have delved into every possible avenue for infoxidation
rjid have collected quite a bit of pertinent information, but
little of it is documented, such as your bock MASTERS 01 DECEIT is.
I have read your nev boo1

:, A SIUFi OF C0M-SEJI3K, but it \:zz General
Jfcrfc Clark's copy, end I have been unable to locate one to purchase
for sysclf

.

If there is any literature available on vhat the Council of
Churches really stands for, or vhat its influence is, Jurt eny
enlightening information at all, I would so much appreciate
receiving whatever you are free to pass out. If there is cay
charge for such material, plea:;e either send it C.O.D. , or notily
r.x or the charge, and I will .send a money order for same by rr-turn
vail.

i

I greatly appreciate yorr takirg the time from your busy
rc/iedule and most important duties to read and answer* i<y apueal.

KtO i2/ T. i

"

f V
Sincerely, ' '

,^, _
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September 4, 1964

fc-V

5 »

005

Your letter of August 31st has been received.

"With respect to your inquiry, Information contained In

the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for

official use only. I regret I am unable to be of assistance In this

Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for

thin policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do

not have data in our files relating to National Council of Churches

of Christ.

Interest.

Enclosed Is tome literature which I trust will be of

MAILED 6

SEP 4-1964

COMMFBI

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

f

.

Enclosures (4)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction
'4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Let*8 -Tight Communism Sanely ,

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
7 ^
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la*. J. SdfjTr Hoover
Director, Pfe.-tem 1 B.irow o** Irrrm+.iration

Dear S5r:

Council oC CiTu^xI-.oso^Tff^sPT 1 **~ undrr- Mv» opinion

tint naxrr ^c^vit^e* t;nt"pv« s-ws'vt*^ b~ tWr onpnizi-
toon ar*» not ror th** b^st int^rmt *f d^^cmr, b"t to

the c^'ArftT, cr*i rrr~rr*thot?c tn tlio CoT^mjst cause

•

Frc^clo ' ?." Arwrica's r<o~t v^'vsi wsnTi-P^t ••wifl

•r-th Wrtr fimd'V *w»r; t 1 « -» or^onr^V^lit"' f eir*w
v r ?.cr t^ —nrrvn ~nr1

. *V*f*M $t. Therefore, T •wtfld

•t^-recjat* ?rrr nrrvrtonc* *•• 't v-ni -d^rt lend ?i?* It* rre-

vidinT •ate>i.al« t'.nt ?rur cCf\6o hrs on the ict£v?.tics

of t ::in o^rnnfS'jt^on* *

"Ywre ?n ^roodor»#

]*.S, Tf -ov coy-?'1 -v*!! tiifn at vrv earnest e-*wen±T#n,

5t •*~v"M w* 6r.t ^r-rr^jntod.

#
c CCf* 8 ISC4 ^

n > 11

-r-r* ''" -. •*•" i w
.
1 '
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8-31-64

airtel

To: SAC, New Vork

M-52 • >«•/'- I

Fro«: director, *Ta '

tSnlcs' < K«ue» ef captioned pubUsatioa.

to ;*i. H*r with Internal^$°*^JSzl£m W»t*.i«»S r**<9 to

^S no c™.ucnt concern^ B*e/£j^
h^* af!Ss ftpri. B**» «*°»W

g^Tlt v,i.l „.. be pr»l»» »£*"35J fo te^tbo Vol obtain a «t«crUrtW»

«**-•* pi*Oc.iton at a-^JgSwSfiT» ««lTOa' +**'$

Lnclosures (?)
Q)4jvV *A

'^'

>_, 1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 7* Gfthtf

SSSS££» reject to the life. ^SSEfflElUbi-.B^== 2 Allans and peoples tf «1«*^^tof**™***?*^?^
cSlr= incoming material was reviewedW the P°?e?"'i!r2rfSIt^«*lS»5—'t-t—/ A£9ii££t Director Sullivan lett ttat one s<tecriptM>n at a cotuyoaouar^

Sfc PCT/:nlk (7)7 J* >/>tf . *?

TELETYPE ONItLJ ^^#V/. '"•*»

-i
"
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Documentalion I -.. original souices. s: ITand translate jnder the direction cf

Pa;,! b. Anderson, fditor, Blahoslav S Hruby. Associate Editor. Published bi-weekly.

\UMUIJ^I1J^>| OEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

^iiilllfllliililll
°
F CH0RCHES

' 475 ",VERS,DE DR,VE
'

"EW rhn
> ": r- ,0027

!S^l%$tt4 The purpose of this service is to m-ke available authentic infon.iation on the attitudes

r\lw \r>** '''•HS?
ar'd PfaCliCCS °f Communist Par,i" wi,h resP9Ct to »hc life, work and vital concerns

L**f^«M^*5&;f ,
. j

of Christians and peoples of other religions in Communist dominated countries.

August 21, 196V

She Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D. C.

Drar Mr. Hoover:

I wish to call to your attention our publication, "Religion in Communist
Por.ir.ated Areas." which is now in its ?olun.e III. We feel rlry strongly that it
lc a valuable and helpful tool for all people who are concerned with the problem
of Communism in general and with the probler. of Communism and religion in perti-
5* :,

A
*
c
2?r °5 Dr# R# H# Edwin ^Py'8 I**™* General Secretary of the Rational

council of Churches, which I enclose for your information, explains in more detail
the origin, purpose and scope of this bulletin.

We aro receiving rany encouraging letters from individuals and ecclesiastical,
secular and governmental institutions and agencies in the United States as well as
abroad who want to be put on our sailing list.

;

'

At the present time we are trying to make Religion in Communist Dominated
. 5E2*8. •callable to a larger readership in this country as well as abroad and.
. particularly, in Africa (I wish wo could effoid a French edition), Asia and South

* IS* (r
«,

wl8h "* could •'ford a Spanish edition) where Communist propaganda
. la extremely strong. Unfortunately, our budget is limited and we are unable to
do as much as we should like to do.

I «©nd>r whether your agency could order for your central as well as regional
and local offices Religion in Communist Dominated Areas for a service fee of
flO.OO a year per order.

Bicloeed for your information please find all issues of Vol. m. It would
be rtty helpful to us if you as an expert on Communism could give us your appraisof our publication. Any criticism or suggestions regarding our publication, i
wider circulation, etc. will be greatly appreciated. >i.

Thank you Tciy «uch for your cooperation. * " ^ ^>- . . , ,

, ' Sincerely,
.1 jog*

4* V im.) Blahoslav Hru# .

' >dhV

t-*

h . -..mj''m 'i; m m»'
'

'' 'i

"'
*

'

» ' " u "" «•'•«'*-- .
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a-it* Avffur* ?1, 1051

RED 3r-

i %

iour letter of Auguct 2Cth has Ofcuii i-cclvcd.

Although I *vouU Ui-.o Jo be of service. Information

c«v»tcin:.l in the fJ.lec of th? ?*l invsi bo u?alnlAlii9 i aa conflttoutlal

In accorJrnce with regulations of tho r-ciKurleiont ol turtles I regret

tint I am suable t:> bf of a?.3lstanc : and bop* you will not Inf »v ultbcr

tliat w^ to or do not have data iu our flfcp relating to lb'. National

Council of The Churches of Christ.

Glncsrcly yours,

r,'~~' l,f'"'

J
*-.

k
»• '

u
. .

••tee*

T-aidtm

NOTE: Dufiles contain no reference to! P anc the

National Council of Churches of Christ inf uM in IU jueivjerehlp the

leading Protestant churches In the country. Various crUij of theCowicU»

without access to factual data to suivort their assertions, have claimed this

group Is communist controlled or Influenced. The FBI, of course, has not

Investigated the NCCC. (100-5086£). ,.' t

WAM:deh ' (3)

. .-J

/
/

»«/
/•>. f "

-Ir. Rao* -t—f. V • »

'*; > -if /i "»» if*
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.".iirust 2(>, 19^'

;i,e honorable J. l/l^ar roover

Fciicr?.] Bureau of Investi otion

Dejcrtn.ont of JurMce
..asl-'rr-ion, D. C.

je?r IT. lioover:

;uo tc ti* -jrcit cc:»i.ro .':rs;' arc.' discussion in

our arc- rs^-.nlin* tli*"j%ti<wl Council of The

Churches or Christ in Tho U.S..;. 1 waul'l app-
elate very trvrh a st-»*.ei-*-:t frcr. you statin*- in

ycur otinion whett.'.r ther r arc cithor ccinunlsts

or coisatmistic iiifluences in this rroup.

T; -.v-rii"" you vci-y rucl:, I au

I.T»H/"

m 30 if

yt

—* •- -«. t*» ;-*•"-* #

*Y*

• -»

'. \
^•i- '» . I

/? *
. f "' '

^:-^*^^^^^:^'

^

:
= H^--'- :

> c:-":" *'-..... /£
-*...• v.*<

*.»* • •-
*

'

.»w^w..' .,m **
' • **?j » .

***'
. »< «*^7 **?
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August 23, 19U4

/our letter of August 24th lias been received.

V 1th regard to your inquiry concerning the National
Council ol Churches of Christ, I would like to point out that

information contained in our fllc3 must be maintained as confidential

In accordance tvith regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret
that I ziik unable to holp you and hope you v.ill not infer either that itre

r'u or Co not have '.lata in o^.r files relating to this organization.

Sincerely yours,
i

g-

KOTE: The Katioral Council of Churches of Christ (I;CCC$3i&lucle£ in

Us membership the leading Frotestan£ Churches in the co;mtjr*. Iftirious

critics of the Council without access to factual data to support, t'.tsai r
^c~cr ions, liave claimed this is communist controlled ozSnflu^nced.

7iie t'lil has not investigated the 1TLCC. Bullies contain no information
regardin:

-VAMrsls

(3)

.-» ^

-.--> »>

o„. 191 f .••..

•~*r MAIL ROOMCD TELETYPE UKITCD
"

. * \ v^ '.?.?
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August 24, 19^

Kr. J. Edfar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Deer Sir:

In r^ent ye-rs there hr.s been a lot of controversy concerning

the ifni^onal Council of Churches of Christ in America. Many

accusations have been nwde that the Council has either conraunistic

leaders or men who tend to be communistic in their thinking, ir

the Federal Bureau of Investigation has ever made an investigation

of this organization and if there is a report available I would

ap-rcciate it very nuch if you could furnish use with cuch report

or* any vord that you may give TO* about this matter.

J*/P:IF



r

KLC 30 / *o-*iisi y . i.%.

v J

Tin* i**t-.r v: Av»*:»v ! '»?r:* Vs !•:'•» ••?c/t -.eJ.
s r

'lih.rv.h I v.'.ul't li'.'i ti» b? or £or i ic.', Informt""*! j.
»

t.» . i:I fih**, i iu:l h? r .ihil'.-fnatf ns ci-iifi'srlhl In icci;V'<inc* $.ti>$ ^
j -tlit u.»'".;> t'»i lii? " 3pirt:;rr.{ of Jni'Jcs p.tv) ir ;tva«!n T

;l» for cl'trlff. j^
«i; » o'.jly. I Ii3i?-J you will not inXsr eltber l-nl \7t ii'j »?** ^o rot Is—* t.

*
•'"ti .» i

*- * fil;.v r-j'-.p.itiln- tl " **itif irl CVmcii of t'.huTlior. 3 ar

r. nv-r s-.r -.•

nmn 'f»T< !?, rot identifiable In J",vfjIcj.
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TRUE COPY

p**»*

Dear Sir:

I am making a study of the National Council of

'

Churches and would appreciate any background information or

'studies you could release to me.

Thank you

/s/
<f

ADDRESS PER ENVELOPE:

Lk.

fi£C 30
/ J o '~

/
/.'<'•

, l*
7

... ^

w » ip . . j f m*» * m mm * »»t

.-^ •:• -

r •
-
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August 27, 1964

«--•#

(p« - *

• «-

MS ^

r«** — ^* j-*

53
«.

ur letter cf Aurnirt 2 Hh ha3 been received.
0D

V1th respect to your inquiries, information contained t—<
*

t*o

GO
VI
Ul

in the liles of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in

accordance Tilth regulations of the Department of Justice and is

available for official use only. Further, it is contrary to my
policy to comment on material not prepared by this Bureau or
by ixi2. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but

trust you Trill understand the necessary reasons. It is hoped
you vill not infer either tint we do or do net have rtiU in our
fll-^c relating to the matters you mentioned.

T

Interest.

Enclosed is some literature I trust v.ill be of
i

Sincerely yours,

/
t'/y

Enclosures (5)

4-1-61 LLB Introduction
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

Fuith in God —Our Answer to Communism
4-17-C2 Internal Security Statement
lalth In Freedom

( v.;

HOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. For the purpose of this

reply the individuals Bbe mentioneu in connection with the National Council
of Churches were not checked through Bureau files.

P>
•Z,

,,'•:

•JAIL hoomCj tclttyte vrn 1_J
jj»!

r* T^T^^-^^i
t^; '^?<j^.y *̂

r .JTy?>y .
?s

' **• *— mw* " * "
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AuS , 24, 1964

l'.T» J. Ed»rar Hoover - •

F. B. I.
tf.i:hi tr, fco\, 9. C.

OD«r 3ir;

A stuJy is byJn/: rcade in our Church of the national Council of
Cnurches. Ve am considcrinr. withiir.iw5.ng all funds" and" support fron
this i-rganisation. It hns been brought to our attention that -aany o£
the l?rA*ir-s of the UCC have either Conmunist front records or records
of service to Communist affiliation.-:! '/alter Russoll Bouie, Henry J,
Cadbury, Ceorcrt Dahl, Loroy Waterman, Fleuinr? Jones. I would noprftsSite
any information you havs on any of these nsn'or on the !In lion a") Council
of Churehf 3 of Christ in Anerlca.

Arc you f^.r.iliar vith theboci: JBonc Dare Call £t Treor.qn by John
A. Storuer, published by Liberty 3ell "frees," Florissant, "idimduri?
If 3c, can you tell no if there is any basis for his accusations
against people such as Dean RusK, ?!ovarii K. Snith and Franklin !'.

toosevclt?

In this ace it seems very hard to know the truth. Please holn •

no in any way thityou can.

lours Truly,

HF%
3) / iJLC-;

.— * #'*J
; *

*.»^*»v « **»' *** " J v-,< - "^TTTT
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/ugust 28, 1964

-n;

"I

I received your letter of /.uguot 24th said want to

than* you for your Kind sentiments aud generous remarks
concerning my administration of the I'lil. It is hop?d my future

cpdeavor.3 will continue to merit such approbation.

With respect Ttr your Inquiry, Information contained

in the files of the fiil must be maintained as confidential In accord-

ance with regulations of the department of Justice and is available

for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this

Instance but truut you will understand the necessary reasons for

tills policy. It is hoped you will not infer either tint we do or do

not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

In response to your request, I am enclosing two

copies of the articles you mentioned, alofls with- other literature

which I trust will be of interest.

tilncercly yours,

C" 1

r
//

# Enclosures (u)
'

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals (2)

."Faith in Cod—Cur Answer to Communism"
' Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62

LEB Introduction, 4-1-61

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. ?

DTP:blk
(3)

••V
'" MAIL ROOM CD TrLETYFCVNirLJ
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Ir.
:^» Bdgar Hoorer, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D* C*

Dear Mr* Hoovers

First, may X tell you that X thank Almighty God that our __
nation has had jou as the Director of the federal Bureau of
Investigation for ao many rears* All Americana who lore the1
country and their freedom eve a debt of gratitude to you*1&
Personally. I went to. ear "Thank jrou, Mr* Boorer, for a Job
well done*" •..;-.--. ^&»:>3:

*j£*fcgs

At the wery beginning X want to wake It clear that I mm notl&l
accusing anyone of anything but, rather X aw writing to. you
for infomatlon on eonething that deeply dlsturbo me* -X am
Protectant (Presbyterian) and it is imperative that 1

1

eonething about what our hard earned none/ is. going to
Xt has been reported for many yeare that the^watlonal Council
of Churehaa has bocone Couaunlst Infiltrated lb kef Bit!
piaeee where policy is fomulated and passed on down to the
local Churches* To what extent is this really Cruet ' Is It
Keelble that two to three percent of Protestant nlnlsters aro^

anunlsts or are affiliated with Coanunlst front .organisatl<

-• - *- -rl*- ^

i-^-vVAl

to
X an not asking if any substantial part of the Frot
is Communist or pro-Communist* < Flease Jnst tall mm
tent the clergy hae bean infiltrated by Communists*
the average citizen suoh as X do to remedy thia eltuatK
Church should be the last bulwark against any Oodles* 14
Xf it is really true that the Church hae boon Infiltrate*;

doea one turn for the Truth*
~"" '

'"**-*. i .

Do pou hare eopiee of ertleles published In C
In i960 in which you mentioned *to neutralise-<„••» 1you in anion you
eltlon to Communism t

--*.

4-4$

Fleaae giro me any information concerning thia mat
^possibly can* . ,Thank jrou* L->~-'-\t«z-^'~- :?.

-

sTtvi-i*: * >^^afei5A>iiraa
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August 25, 10C4

-.toss

jm4.

E3E'

r

r

Vour letter -;f Auuar-t Ti'tli lr».:i fcsen rjceive.J.

While I would W'm to its of assistance, information

contained in the files of the FDI muat be maintained as confidential

ii: sccordance with rfiliations of the Department of Justice and is

available for official use only. I hope you will not infer either that

v.e do or Jo not have data in our files relating to the rational Council

of the Churches of Christ.

I or your Information, the Internal Security Act of

. -50 required all members of the Communist Party to register with

l.«-.- Attorney General; liT»evsr, to date none have registered. In

l'oarinr,» before the Subversive Activities Control Board, the Attorney

General asked that orders be issued requiring thirty-seven individual

members of the Communist Party to register in accordance with the

provisions of the above i ct. Orders ba»*e been issued, and were

upheld by the District of Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals on April 23,

JWVi, requiring thirty-one of these persons to register. The remaining

six matters are still under consideration. The Communist Party on

duly 13, 2tGl, ;.:otltloncJ the United states i»prenie Court for a writ of

certiorari.

/ Sincerely your;;,

1. TO- ' ?U :vr

I I

ta«-m

ufiles. The Bureqsi hn«j ">
" brlst v/liich includes in its

the country. Various criticsjnip the le?dins rroteswm unur ;/ics in we cuanvj./. VA*Jr^?~«v'
of tie" Council, without access to facuiui data toL cuwjort thefar assertions,

have alleged this group is communist controlled or influenced.

P0W:med (3)
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

As a Special Fact-finding Coanittee, we are requesting information

regarding the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the Ihited States

of America. "" "" —

~

Due to the publicity that this organization has had recently, could

you tell us if this organisation or any of its paid officials have say

eosnnnist affiliations, end are any of its former officials oosnunlst* -

Ve assise that all ambers of the ocomunist party are registered and

audi Infcrsation is a matter of public information*

If we are in order fey making such a request, we would appreciate a
reply.

lours my truly,

Vi
'*

. f

.^>

7^rT)
> T.' ? '.-^'wj a,l

,p [l » 'aw ,! _

V
r%*—

»

.* -.« ^T'" *^- '^*
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August 20, 1984

Your letter of August 10th has been received.

With respect to your Inquiry, Dan Smoot was employed

by the Fe feral Bureau of Investigation as a. Special Acent from

March, 1SK2, to June, 1031, when he voluntarily resigned. Bis

personal ventures and hie opinions and comments are strictly hie own

and tiiis Bureau is not in a position to comment on these in any way

wiiMcoever.

With regard to tho National Council of Churches,

Information contained In the iiles of tlu FBI must be maintained as

copti'icntlrl in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice

ana is available fur oi£ici:.l use only. I regret 1 am unable to be oi help

in '.his instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for

tbls policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have

data relating to this organization.
'

; ff
8V.

Lnclooed is some literature I trust will bo of interest.
9

Sincerely yours.
CDS *>

8

Enclosures (3)

••Faith In Freedom"
Let's fight Communism Sanely 1

"Faith In God—Our Answer to Communism"
4/1/61 LEB Introduction

4/17/62 Internal Security

NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Bullies.

DTF:dll (3),
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TRUE COPY

1ST lb,

Dear Sir:

Recently an article denouncing the National Council

of Churches as being infiltrated with communists, came into our

hands in a publication called "The Dan Smoot Report." The

publication also gave a few notes on the life of Dan Smoot, stating

that he worked with the F. B. I. for a number of years. Thus his

articles seem to be authentic. However, to rural communities

who do not feel the influence of communism, the article is hard

to believe.

Our discussion group would appreciate an answer

to the question, " Is this article true?" We would like to receive

an answer and explanation as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
t

HtC4
t f

t i |i. i ll . , 11 » n ^ i . « * » J
J.

1 --.;. ' v'. J*V" t /?-V .;
'*. ' \ T -.**' "C

r^-^ r^^y.vi.y^q. » .
» ;
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August 20, 196*

i>tf. *
* tr

1-4 c.

o

Your letter of Ausuit 17th has been r-velved.

r»
r;

With respect to your inquiry, information

contained in the file.? of the IBI n-vet be maintained as conflJentlal

in accordance »vlth regulations of the Department of Justice and

Is available for official ut,e only. I regret I am unable to be of

hrlp In this instance but trust you ..ill understand tho necessary

reasons for thl3 policy. It Is hop- J you will not infer either

that are do or do not Live data In oir file:? relating to the National

*7;»»incD of Churches.

Enclosed Is EOJie literature I trust will be

of Interest.

Sincerely yours,

***T «/
I.

,1

- *o

..•".. .-:•• ."Ct

Inclor vvee (!) \'

•Talth in God— Our Answer To Communism"
4/1/61 LEB Intro .

4/17/62 Internal Security

Let's light Con:munism Sanely!

NOTE: There Is no data In Bufliec to preclude this letter.

DTP:fcl (3)
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17 August 1964

V

The Hon. J. :d?ur Hoover, Jir ect or,
.'-•dersl bureau of Investigation,
•cshington, j.C.

-ear air; .

Jo you have en/ literature on the subversive
activities of The' iiational Jouncil of Churches of
Christ in tne V.J. A.? I a^ particularly anxiou3 to
Tst souse facts on the Council's present activities
in . isuissi >oi.

,

..uy information you will bo sole to furnish
will bo a .or^ciit^d.

loafs vory truly

:<afr

REC8_

*-; yrt AUG 24 1964 CPfr*
#5,07
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y August 21, WC4

lour letter of August 17U) has been received.'*>

\.itli respect to your inquiry, Intermatten contained

In the Cites of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and i3

uv.iiinbl? for official use only. Further, it is contrary to my
policy to comment on material not prepared by this Bureau or
by me. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but

tru;>t ycu T.iU understand the necessary reasons. It 13 hoped you
•will not infer cither th?t v.e t!o or c'o not hiivc cKita ir our fllfcs f[
concerning the matters you mentioned. ;} t^,

Enclosed Is 6omc material I trust will be of £ ~s>

Interest. ' & 2 £
Sincerely yours.

•

JV

Fncloiurcj fi)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
"Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism"
Let's Fight Communism Sanely I .

_=NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. "Bow Red is the National

ZZpouncil of Churches ?" is disseminated by. the American Council of Christian /
^Laymen. A quotation of the Director has been frequently brought to our attention.

—The statement, used out of context , implied that certain individuals of the

^National Council of Churches are subversive. ,..•

—DTP:ems (3)

HAIL ROOM l_J TCLCTVPCUN.tL—I **.* ..
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TRUE COPY

Aug. 17, 1964

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director r
-

Federal Bureau of Investigation *m
United States Dept. of Justice

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I have in my possession materials which state that

some present and past officers of the National (Federal) Council of

Churches helped Communist organizations and lists a number of m
some of the Red groups they have aided. The American Council of

Christian Laymen have advised me of this and urge that "Christian

Americans must act vigorously and promptly—or their churches

will become no more than wings of the Communist-Socialist move-

ment. ••

p.

Before taking any steps to .'act" I would appreciate a .

verification as to the validity of these assertions. I do not necessarily ^
doubt the material but feel that a verification would provide a solid -

working foundation.

Would appreciate your assistance on this subject as I would

like to take a stand as a Christian patriot.

VerysinceTO?!^ /
ST. J \Ci

(Federal) ' ' ^

P.S. The leaflet to which I refer is
;iHow Red is the National Council ~

of Churches? " published by American Council ol unrisuan laymen.

. "

:

..." '' f.
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August 20, 1951

C

4< ,

J :>K

Your loiter of Acsuct 17th, A'iih eucic-arc,

ins fcen receive J, anJ I w.uit to tuJtnk you lor yoar expression

o! coniit'"»ce.

tVltb respect to your Inquiries, Information

conlaincJ In the files of the I'BI n list oe nalntalned at coafiJcn-

L«.il in accordance with regulations of the Department or Justice

An i to available for official use only. Further, it Is contrary

to my peiley to co.nmenl on material not prepared by this

:•. .ireau or i)y n*e. I ref.rct I am unable to be of help In this

ti:.fcuicc hut trust you will unclerst *.nd the necessary reasons.

It I > h^od you .7111 not Infer either that we do or do not have

tilata lu our files relating to the National Council of Cburcheb

or the Individual you mentioned.

of Interert.

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be

Sincerely youn

,

F« FH' \r How r

% /
Enclosures (4)

"faith In God—Our Answer To Con.munlsm'

4/1/61 LEB Intro

4/17/62 Internal Security •

Let's light Communism Sanely I

I' .-V.-

r*—*f(lt; mt&'Zfi&* ** no data In bureau files to preclude this letter. Dr.

?J
- / w f

Klfhe, of'thfe Presbyterian Church, has been critical of the National

y»-
"•

Council $f Churches..
^» DTP:!cl • |8)

"^
•

" " "'/

hail roomCD teletype wrrO *'
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Aug. 17-1964.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover.

F.B.I. Dcpt.

Dear Mr. Hoover-

I know you are a very busy man and so I have

hesitated to ask your opinon in this matter, but I believe you

are the only one who can answer this in a satisfactory maner.

I am a Member of a Protestant Churci v. ti>e

City of^MNMfefc Tnis Church belongs to the Kit. CtjmcP
rf rHar^^ do most of the other Churches In the Ci-ty. iiuc

. ...i/w iA-ieiiiiti from some of the smaller Churches who do not
.

belong to the Nat. Council, who say when I contribute to My
Church that I am helping the Communist cause. That the Nat.

Council of Churches are badly infiltrated by the Communist.

I have talked with Ministers and layman who should know, but

have not had a satisfactory ans. So that Is why I am appealing

to you for the answer.

Are the Churches and the Council with out realizing

it helping the Communist? and can a person rely on the writings

of Dr. Charles Poling D. D. ? ^

May I have a personal reply? As I know you are the only

person who really knows where Communism exists.

Very Sincerely.

EL

fe"

4'
4

«' 1
.
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August 17, 19G4

/<^.,f^

5 %

Your lettor of Ausiut 12th has been rcce.vcd.

-4 en

? 1Iae wIth our tont-Jtanrting policy, vc cannot

rtu e,tla. in accor*ncc*£^^?£&3EKf"
Ju..tico am; is aralla&lc tor ofiicial u.*c only. ^2 .£* nSL.,
Jtocs net U3US clearances or nonelcaranccJo/ toy t^ JtrJJn™
tEZT1

"I"
unJc"ten" *»> ' >m not U, a»n to"fuS,ito vou'the statement you have requested. InaiVl'inn iti.i.~-i ^,

not «*. the inabnity „ VJj*£u£££$*£* »£«*£
JJ-«tr crrrn;, o.U.er tiu,t *c have or have net • clcarel«wT^StSo-.

•^closed U son.e literature i l.or,a will la of inters rt.

AUG 171364

Sincerely your3
f

1 Crtnr Hoover

i v ... -

^ Sncloiures (1) &'< "^
y//

/* i

I .•'

\* •'•*'

•wit moowa Tctrrvpc urnr

<See page 2)
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lUth In God—Our Answer to Commualem
Let's Fight Communism Sanely

4-17-62 Internal^Securtty Statement

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

MOTE: Cassels'writings on this subject are well known to the

prompted a flood of inquiries concerning oar position at the time.

answer set forth in paragraph t was suggested and approved inM
to Mr. DeLoach Memorandum dated 4-16-68.

- V-j, .-,:
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August 12, 1964

«fc*»

,,[QifI>cr-_—
Mn/CftlUHaa

Mr. i*4,»fb££.
Mr. Ewit-J

—

Mr. Gslc .

Mr. Romi—

—

Mr. Sell

Mr. Ttfrtl

Mr. Trotter

Trir. K«om.
M*«« IMnH*.—
Miu Candy—

—

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau Investigation

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I have in hand an article written by Mr. Louis Cassels, of United

Press International, dated April 29, 1961, which appeared in a number

of newspapers throughout the United States. Tne thesis of Mr. Casael*

article concerns Communist infiltration in sundry churches and organizations

in the United States. The article states that the Communist party "has not

achieved any substantial success in exerting domination, control or influence

over America's clergymen or religious institutions on a national scale*'.

This statement was attributed to Mr. William C. Sullivan, at that time

and perhaps still, Chief Inspector of the FBI. ^^
The charge of Communist infiltration particularly in the National

Council of Churches of Christ, has again been raised both by the news-

"papeTs and in the minds of a number of people in this community. The

climate in Lynchburg is tense with regard to this matter, especially

since the National Council of Churches became the sponsor of the

Mississippi delta project this summer with its attendant school in

Oxford, Ohio. Would it be possible for you or someone in your office

to furnish me an authoritative, current 'statement concerning whether

there has been Communist penetration into the NCC organisation or any

other church-dominated organisation; and if so, the extent of such

penetration. With your permission, I would like to disseminate that

statement to those people who have expressed concern and alarm over

communism in American churches.

Thanking you in advance. I remain

Very truly yours

WRR:bd .,..-,'/

»'»..;

-i
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August 17, 1964 ft*;#» -- •

:^

m

3P

p
wl

^m««i.

Your letter of August 12th has been received and

I am glad to learn that this Bureau has been of help to you.

With respect to your Inquiry, Information

contained in the Hies of the FBI must be maintained as

confidential In accordance with regulations of the Department

of Justice and Is available for official use only. I regret I am
enable to be of assistance but trust you will understand the

neccsrary reasons for tlili policy. It Is hoped you will not

Infer either that we do or do not have data In our tiles

concerning the National Council of Churches or Individuals

connected with it.

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of

Interest.

MAILED 4

AUG 171964

CDMM-FBI

Sincerely yours,
,*j

I*

'ment ; • ?J* )

.» *

Enclosures (4)

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism
information appears In Bufiles concerning Reverend

TP:ems
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August 12, 1964

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investagation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I am quite sure you grow tired of inquiries such as
the one I an making, for surely with the unrest in
our country today, these questions are asked many
times. It would be of great benefit to me, however,
to have your answer to this question to assist a
few of my people in understanding the total program
o* the church. You have been very helpful to me
personally, in assisting me with speakers from the
FBI in groups discussing the Communist problem.

It appears that a great deal of ouestion has arisen
in our area concerning the^ National Council of
Churches and its so-called Communist" leanings. Would
you please send me information concerning clergymen
or other personnel in the NCC organization who have
been found to be Communists, or Communist sympathizers?

This information in my files will be of great help
in dealing with the problem in my community.

With kindest personaiKregards, I am,

'
—*'

REC-6

EX 109

/»

ni3..M

./1 /
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August 14, 1964,
.
,*J

I , • I.

I received your letter of August ICth and want to tharft^ro\cfc>r

your generous remarks concerning my administration of the FBI andgorJour
interest in my speech. It is hoped our future endeavors continue to flferft

'

your support and approval.
*

With respect to your inquiries, information contained in the files

of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of

the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. Further, it is

contrary to my policy to comment on material not prepared by this Bureau or
by me. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will

understand the necessary reasons. It is hoped you will not infer either that we
do or do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

The FBI, being an investigative agency of the Federal Government,
- neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or Integrity

pf any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust you will

understand why I am not in a position to direct you to sources to obtain the
.information you have requested.

Enclosed is some literature which includes suggestions all of as
can use in combating the menace of communism. 1 am also sending you a copy

- of one of my recent speeches. In addition, you may wish to read my books,

"Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of Communism. " These were written in

order to help Americans gain an insight into the strategy and tactlps of

{ communists, both in this country and abroad. Copies may be available in your
local library. *^ ^ t^ 9

.

r. . "•-':- '•;:.*/•' I s*&/{
Sincerely yours, "

~

/•
i t' '

closures (5) ,

P:PJ* (3) ) .,

J. Fctar

r yours. ?> /; /
-; M /

(See Note and enclosures pa&fe 2)

^^vAJLiJL^U J uuutdttO teletype iwitCD
*»
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Enclosures
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement

4/1/61 LEB Introduction

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God—Our /nswer To Communism
Faith in Freedom

NCTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles../
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Aug. 10, 1064

Dear Mr. Hoover, ,'

I have been reading a number of books from
different sources which have me greatly concerned about the
internal threat of Communism in the U. S. today. The
anti-communist organizations seem to be fighting an uphill

battle, and living in a relatively small town, it is hard to ~
get information. Could you please suggest sources of in- Wl
formation you would consider reliable as to the communist pj'

infiltration in our country and the state of its influence *™
today?

I have a copy of a speech you made in 1061 in

an effort to alert Americans to communist dangers. Do you
have any more recent speeches I might get copies of? •««-

~ I am especially interested in material on the }r
^ National Council of churches and Communist influence in the • rz:

race riots, and in the Civil Rights Movements.

5

Has Ralph Lord Roy belonged to any Communist * y
front organizations? What is his present status? How well are

*

Theodore Drapen, Robert W. Iversen, David A. Shannon, and
Clinton Rossiter qualified to write about Communism in America?

Can you give me any background materialj>A ~-~~ -I—
Billie James Hargis? Does the F. B. I. make any official

'

statement about the Christian Crusade, the John BirchfSdcJetyf l3i»* I

or Dr. Schwarz* Anti-Communist League (Tm not sure that 'i *

name is exactly correct) in California? i .-^ ^" : f \\

^Pf?'. '

//'
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Would you consider John Stormer's book,

Not Call It Treason" reliable?

•Dare

With the press so one-sided and undependable and

the State Department's actions in the past few years so illogical

to one who has America's best interests at heart, I feel rather

desperate for sources of information I can honestly trust. I have

complete faith in you and your integrity. For the sakes of all

Americans, please live to be 1001

P. S. If there is any
charge for the material,

please advise me.

Most sincerely,

V

-2-
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y Augusts, 1864

*&& /oo :, v :; 6'/- i
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Your letter of August 1st has been received.

With respect to your inquiry, information

contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as

confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department

of Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am
unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will understand

the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not

Infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating

to the National Council of Churches. n
f r

Interest.

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of

Sincerely yours,

CDS

</?/

f*
vv

%/Enclosures (4)

Internal Security Statement - 4/17/62

4/1/61 LEB Introduction

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

Faith in God—Our Answer To CommunlSpiV XA W rfr£i$

NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified In Buflles. '

dtp:<jii(3) , • :
lftU ;»i >
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August I, 1964

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director federal Bureau of Investigation
*ashington, 0. C."

Dear Mr. Hoover:

This letter may be out of order, but since the question of
Communism is very disturbing in these days, I would like to have
some information on this subject if it is possible for you to re-
lease this information to individuals.

I w;uld like to know if Communists or Communist sympathizers are
in the- National Council of Churches. Some of the acts of this
organization "seem to"lean in Miis"di recti on.

I am a member of the Methodist Church and this particular church
is a member of the National Council of -Churches. A portion of the
money which we contribute goes to .the National Council. If communists
are involved in this organization I do not want any of my con-
tributions to go to such an organization.

Any information which you can give will be appreciated.

Sincerely

*L,-

I -* *

sEczn /o
_ So i< U

e
l- J .

'
•'

, AUG 11 t«S4
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August 6, 1964

. Your letter of August 3rd has been received.

V.'ith respect to your inquiry, information contained

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord-

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this

instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for

this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do

not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

I.

Enclosed is some literature I trust

Sincerely yours,

j. Edpar Ho**'-

will be eff intererest.

if

/I,
3**%

t -LMck * .

Enclosures (4)

'Taith in God—Our Answer To Communism*'

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1
A

4-1-61 LEB Introduction •

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. ••None Dare Call

ft Treason" has been brought to our attention by many citizen inquiries.

The Director, is quoted frequently and it is not felt that we should either

substantiate or disclaim its accuracy in order to avoid the implication

that we approve or disapprove of the book.

\ DTP:rlsp)

SBsiBiflfc*':'''- ^-
mail room L—I TCLrrvrr umitL_J
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August >, iVb4

Mr, 7. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau or Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

resbyterian Churoh or
_^_____- » 'is in the midst or^a very serious
controversy over the danger or tbe^Natlonai Council
or Churches to our democratic processes. There
"are'fldme, br whoa I am one, who consider membership
in the National Cbunclx or Churohes as contributing
to the subtle infiltration or communism into the
Protestant Christian Religions or Amerloa. Tet,
there are those who oontend that, since the NCC
"does some good" our affiliation with it should be

oontlnued, even tho many or these admit that some

or the NCC'8 actions are in direct opposition to

our beilers and principles.

You have been quoted frequently in the volume,
"None Dare Can It Treason" by John A. Stormer,
published oy The Liberty Ben Press, Florissant,
Missouri, on the inrntration of oommunlsm into
religious as wen as governmental, sduoationai,
xabor and other organizations, eltner dlrsotiy or .

thru "front" organizations and individuals of so*
j

oiaiistio or communistie oenera.
{

j/l believe you have been accurately quoted. Win
•I you give me a brier statement or your opinion or
it tne National Council or Churohes, that I may prs-
j sent it to the members or our congregation? y

REC W/00 £ f s ±? - JL.".
81noe I am a rstired member 6r tne Army or the
United States, I am signin&jXnls xetter wijh/flay u U!S4
ran* and serial number J-A'lUo

.<**

%mm&
.««

<Q
U
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August 6, 1064

/.
t»

Your letter of July 31st has been received.

with respect to your. Inquiry, information contained

in the files ot the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord-

ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for officisJ use only. I regret I cannot be of help in this instance

but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy.

It is hop3d that you will not infer either that we do or do not have

data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

In addition, Mr. Smoot was employed by the Federal

Dureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942,

until July 15, 1051, when he voluntarily resigned. Inasmuch as his

present activities are personal ventures of his own, I am unable to

comment on them in any manner whatsoever.

Enclosed is some material which I trust will Vte oF
interest. ^

'^% cP
Sincerely yours, &\ ^

»

m

K

1 - %
Enclosures (4) | »/ y- rtf \J$ - ,.: jS
Internal Security 4-17-65
Faith in God—Cur Answer To Communism
Let1* Fight jCommurfism Sanely!

'**^
^ i

' ^ r *\ r
LEB Intro 4-1-61 •

.

•:*>£.$**''m^* • I*EB Intro 4-1-61 ".-:#^W :

\~ */'"
*-• NCTE: Correspondent is not identifiable. In Bullies. , jjf*^

C- OFC:pjf (3) . .
, > 'V

.
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July 31, 1964

i\

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25 9

D. C.

Dear Sirs:

I an a member of a church committee conducting an
j inquiry into the programs and policies of the

t-s National Council of Churches.

It will be appreciated if you will furnish such
information as may be made available from such
investigation or inquiry aa has been made by your
office in this respect.

From information furnished: us it appears that j
considerable amount of criticism of the programs and .

A
policies of the National Council of Churches has been ,j
leveled by Mr* Dan Smoot whom we understand was at —<S
one time associated with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Such additional information a* you
may furnish in this respect will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your co-operation and assistance.

Yours very truly,

FDH:j *» -•. *v

16 AUG 11 1364
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I received your letter of August 3rd, with
postage i-tatnps enclosed, and want to thank you for your
expression of confidence in this Bureau.

With respect to your Inquiries, information
contained In the Hies of the FBI must be maintained as
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department
of Justice and is available for official use only. Further,

it Is contrary to my policy to comment on material not
prepared by this Bureau or by me. I regret I am unable

to be of help in this Instance but trust you will understand
the necessary reasons. & is hoped you will not Infer either

that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the

subjects you mentioned.
9

§•

Enclosed is tome literature I trust will be
of interest, along with the postage you so thoughtfully

forwarded.

. Sincerely yours,

MS
* a!

be

Enclosures (10)
4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
••Faith in Freedom"

%J

•*

"Faith in God—Our .Answer>Tq\pommunism
Let's Fight Commiuiism Sanely I

DTP-.ems ... .„/.. -j •• M^f
• (3) ,-*••• fSee NOTE page 2) ^>

tt
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TELETYPE UNIT I
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles. "None Dare Call

It Treason** and it : s author have been the subjects of considerable citizen

inquiry. "Eternity" is a publication formerly edited by the late Dr. Donald

Barnhouse.who was a prominent minister in the Presbyterian Church and
who died In November, 1960. The magazine has no connection with

the Presbyterian Church. Barnhouse was extremely anti-Bureau and
printed several critical articles about the FBI. He was on the 'Do Not

Contact" list.
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TRUE COPY

August 3, '64

My Dear Mr. Hoover,

Here in our small community, we are embroiled

in a bitter dispute over the -

C > "National Council of Churches"

I have just read a book by John Stormer called "None Dare Call

It Treason" boldly assailing the Council as throughly Communistic.

Now today I read an article on the N.C.C. in a publication called

"Eternity" (printed by the Evangelical Foundation of Philadelphia)

claiming the Council has been slandered 6 misjudjed. £^<

What is the truth?
•"-

My church takes N.C.C. material and my 5 little children study

from it, so I must find out from whence this "stuff" is coming 1

I am not a crusader but I am a staunch patriot, who dearly loves

her country and will defend it to the end. ' f—

"

So you are my last hope. What is the truth? Can you send me
any information or tell me where I can obtain some on:

The National Council of Churches
John Stormer & his "None Dare Call It Treason"
Eternity (Evangelical Publication)—;— HtC-21 x v*t9-, / '

You 6ee we want to work 46$ our country, but we must have the

facts. Please do not (fair lis as your organization is the only one

we felt we could turn to for complete honesty. Enclosed are

some Stamps to send along any information, if it's not enough
. ,__ v

I will pay additional postage on arrival.

Thanking you so much, and with greatest respect 6 admiration—

/

f#
•* :..\r

,

.s.v'
,
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