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'Tolerance Formula'

Far Russia Denounce!

By Christian Council
ty the Associottd Pr#si

KEW YORK. Oct. 25.—The Amer-
ican Council of Christian Churches
today disputed a statement of pro-

posed American policy toward Rus-
sia offered last week by the Federal I

Council of the Churches of Christ in I

America, declaring it was Contrary
j

to the basic principles of the Chris-

tian faith."

It also said the Federal Councils
"formula of tolerance" which was
proposed as a means of continuing ',

peace with the Soviet Union, "does

not represent the position of the

historic Christian faith."

The five-year old American Council,

composed of 15 national constituent

!

denominations with a church mem-
bership of more than 1,000,000, said

in a statement signed by its officers:

"The entire Federal Council state-

ment is unrealistic, contrary to theL
basicl principles of the Christian 1

faithland was written in the lime-

light fcf pacifist paradise."

It interpreted the "formula of

tolerance" as meaning "we are asked
unilaterally to renounce war • * *

and to renounce our effective na-
tional defense." It added:
"Like the Baruch plan for the

atomic bomb, we cannot renounce
our defenses until there has been a
universal agreement which can be

relied on for such disarmament. No
one desires that an armament race

should be encouraged, but it will not

be stopped by American withdrawal.!

"We are "told (in the F£<¥ral tfliVm/Vriltf
Council statement) that 'CoJ^fi-tyjiytiJjjcl
nism as an economic program for

social reconstruction has points of

contact with the social message of

Christianity.' We deny this. The Ten
Commandments form the basis of

our social, political and economic
order in our free system."

"The solution for our problem, we
believe," the council continued,

"rests along the road of ft strong
United States, strong in its love of

freedom, its understanding of Its

Constitution, its opposition to so-

ciali&n, its place in the United Na-
tions joining with other freedom
lovinl lands in securing from Rus
sia conduct which honors the At
lantic Charter which she herself

;
signed."

^

ENCLOSURE
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American Council Officers Reply toV
Federal Council's Pronouncement^

On Russia: A. P. Carries Story
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The executive committee of the

Federal Council of the Churches
of Christ in America, 90 mem-
bers, unanimously approved a
pronouncement on Soviet Ameri-
can Relations and released it

October 19. The officers of the
American Council of Christian
Churches, realising the obvious
Putnam and near-communism
advocated in the proposal, im-
mediately prepared an announce-
ment which was released a week
later, October 25.
The Associated Press as well

as other news agencies gave the
American Council's statement
wide publicity, just as they did
the Federal Council s pronounce-
ment.

The Federal Council's lengthy
statement in full is reproduced
on pages 2 and 8 of this issue of
the Beacon. The American Coun-
cil's reply, signed by Dr. Robert
T. Ketcham, president, the Rev.
Carl Mclntire, vice-president, the
Rev. W. O. H. Garman, secre-
tary, and the Re^ Walter S. Pat-
rick, treasurer, is as follows:

The recent deliverance of the
executive committee of the Fed-
ral Council of the Churches of
Christ in America on Russian re-
lations and the plan of peace
with Russia does not speak for
all the Protestants of the United
States.

As officials of the American
Council of Christian Churches
we declare that it does not rep-
resent the position of the his-
toric Christian faith, and there,
are thousands in the Federal \
Council's denominations them-
selves that cannot follow this
line.

Under the subject of maintain-
ing peace with Russia, the Fed-
eral^ Council has given expression
to its extreme pacifist position
and Hs socialist principles. If
the program suggested were fol-
lowed, it would mean the de-
duction of free America, either
,0V* force from Russia or by in-
terSal social revolution, or revo-
lution "by consent.- The de-
pravity of man," as revealed in
the Bible, the tyranny .of state
socialism and atheistic material-

I. PACIFISM
First, we are asked unilateral-

ly to renounce war, and seeend,
to renounce our effective national
defenses; We are told, "It must
be made clear that our nation
utterly renounces for itself the

• use internationally of the method
of intolerance. ... The Ameri-
can people must be resolved
never to advance their own faith
by forcibly crushing out such
another faith/'

Vet, American exercised the
way of "intolerance" when she
tised her power to crush the ag-
gressive tyranny of Hitlerism,
and in its place she desires to
give her faith — freedom!
The principles underlying this

position areWthe same as the
Ceuncfl advocated in the postwar
period immediately following the

II. SOCIALISM

The Federal CAncU's discus-
sion of our capitalistic system
and state socialist indicates that
the way to dissolve the dilemma
is by our changing our system
of capitalism for some form of
socialism. Then we can per-
suade Russia to abandon her fear
of capitalism because America
has embraced the socialistic eco-
nomic principles for the organi-
zation of her society. We are,
in effect, to satfcfy Russia by [

(Continued in page 8) ?
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first World War with sucli havoc
and disaster for our national de-
fense. Liki the Baruch plan for
the atomic iomb, we cannot re-
nounce our defenses until there
has been a universal agreement
which can be relied upon for
such disarmament To advocate
that Russia would be influenced
by our example" in the renunci-
ation of bases which we presently
hold and that we retreat from
our geographical position com-
pletely ignores the nature of the
Russia* peril. This is the
[enry Wallace philosophy; To
pi os "security is no longer
©graphic" is pacifism's idiocy.
hat security is geographic is the

basis of all Rutin's advance
over the eastern European coun-
tries which our bovs died to free.
It is the conflict over Trieste
and the Dardenelles. No one de-
sires that an armament race
should be encouraged, but ft will
not be stopped by American with-
drawal. Jesus Christ uttered the
* lUJ

fl;
A4cri^ a^i heed

now, No mat can enter into a
strong man's Ihouse, and spoil

bind the strong man; and then

AtTiNFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

i
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American Council

Officers .Reply
(Continued from page 1)

abandoning our free capitalistic
system. We are told that "com-
munism as an economic program
for social reconstruction has
points of contact with the so-
cial message of Christianity."
We deny this. The Ten Com-
mandments form the basis of our
social, political, and economic or-
der in our free system. The
eighth commandment gives the
divine right to private property,
ownership, and enterprise

:

"Thou shalt not steal." This es-
tablishes the private enterprise
system as opposed to the atheis-
tic slavery of men in the con-
trolled and planned economy j)f
Russia.

iThis
so-called social messaj

Christianity stated in tL
ieral Council's Social Creed
follows, "Social planning and
trol of the credit and mone-

tary system and economic pro-
cesses for the common good," is

the same as the Soviet constitu-
tion.

Again, to tell us, "Neither
state socialism nor free enter-
prise provides a perfect economic
system: each can learn from the
experience of the other" is spuri-
ous. The one and only thing we
can learn from state socialism is

that it is totalitarian, atheistic in
principle, and will destroy the
dignity of human life as guaran-
teed under the law of God. Our
system of free enterprise is not
perfect, but it is the best system
ever devised, for the principles
underlying it of the responsibili-
ty of the individual to God for
his life and property, his freedom
of conscience, have divine war-
rant in the Bible. The state, as
"the^puu&fc* of God to thee for
good" (Rom. 13:4) must pre-
serve our freedom under God.

It is the attempt of the Fed-
eral Council in its statement to

tear away our free society from
the foundationfe^u^jvjych it rests

and to give it a place in the "state

of flux" and "experimentation"

which it explains is taking place

in the world that is so disastrous.

To aid this attitude, we are told,

"changes the law of life." We
reply, Truth does not change;
the Author of liberty has not

changed His formula for human
freedom; freedom as expressed in

the Constitution and Bill of

Rights of the United States does

not change. To follow the pat-

tern suggested in this pronounce-

ment would utterly destroy the

Constitution of the United States.

To tell us that Christians "should

seek an economic system which

Apes not in fact impair the A-
iltcnce of religious and intclleic-

ufcl freedom" when we alreawy

have one is, of course, to obscule

the entire issue. The controlled

economy of the socialist society,

as we have just seen illustrated

in the experience of meat under

the OPA, cannot function unless

both the producer and the con-

sumer are controlled. Controls

to succeed must be absolute.

There is no compromise between

freedom and the socialist state.

It is very well to talk about

exchanging cultures and inter-

changing ideas and visits, etc.,

with the Russian system, but the

Federal Council has ignored 'the

"iron curtain." This is the big

factor which is absent from the

Federal Council's plan and which

destroys JJuiipi ns lifnl thinking;

It is not an objective difference

of faith which divides; the world

is cut in two by an iron ax ! Even
after the Federal Council leads

America into its new socialized

social order, how does it consider

it. to be refts^abje that these

ideas will lead the Soviet leaders

to pull up their curtain?

III. CONFUSION, CON-
TRADICTION

There are a number of splen-

did statements made by the Fed-
eral Council, but these, fitted into

the total picture, will mislead and
confuse. For instance, "War
with Russia can be avoided and it

must be avoided without compro-
mise of basic convictions." There
is not an American anywhere who
will not heartily approve of that,

but what are the basic convic-

tions? When these basic convic-

,
tions turn out later to be pacifist

and socialist, we are forced td|

turn aside. To talk about thefi

lacredness of human personality
|

Lid to insist that all men must)

recognize it is of little value

. when those on the other side of

the iron curtain believe that hu-
' man life belongs to the state and

not to God, and it is impossible

for us to reach them with the

truth. To cherish human freedom

in one breath and to advocate a

socialist economy in the next is

a contradiction.

The entire Federal Council

statement is unrealistic, contrary

to the basic principles of the

Christian faith, and was written

in the limelight of pacifist para-

dise. We are convinced that the

world will not be able to exist

half free and half alave, ha 1
'

atheistic and half Christian,

atheistic YuM Wlfl not pe*
' Russia's size and potenf

*

j are too great. \
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The solution for our problem,
we believe, rests along the road
of a strong United Mattt, strong
in its love of freedom, its under-
standing of its Constitution; its
opposition to socialism, its mili-%

tary potential, its place in the*
United* Nations, joining with
other freedom loving lands in se-
curing from Russia conduct
which honors the Atlantic Char-
ter which she herself signed. The
{reedoms mentioned there, pa^
icularly the first two which si.

oes not have, must be given t

he conquered countries which w
aided and liberated. Those first
two freedoms must also be hon-
ored in Russia's world or there
can be no free intercourse be-
tween the two worlds. Without
this one Morld is a dream and a
delusion. There is no evading the
issue. America needs to stand up
strongly and clearly by the prin-
ciples of the Atlantic Charter if
we are to have the world for
which we fought. Our failure to
do this*^^p Russia her present

advantage and gains which she
secured at Yalta, Techeran, and
Potsdam. The forces of freedom
suffered at the conference table

and rnlnrrrFrin uj jm iijiTi They
must take things in hand and use

the United Nations as an instru-

ment for a free world.

There is nothing in the state-

ment issued by the Federal Coun-
cil which could not have been
equally true as a peace plan to

get along with Hitler. The same
arguments of tolerance, unilat-

eral disarmament, socialization

could have been applied with

the socialization of America. We
believe that the time has come for

Christians to realize where the

Federal Council is leading them.

To talk about human freedom
and to advocate a social order to

condition the country for this

revolutionary change which will

involve the abridgement of free-

dom is, of course, the product of

spiritual blindness ! We believe

that God has sent this blindness

to the Federal Council leaders

because they have turned away
from full hrltrf nn Hi~ infallible

Word.

The American Council ap- }

peals to *very
%

freedom-loving
American to oppose the volumi-
nous near-communist propaganda
such as that the Federal Council
theorists are offering. Ideolo-
gies whose terminus is economic,
political, religious enslavement
are bidding for acceptance and
support.. They must be resisted

with all the strength of those
who would bequeath true freedom
to their children, and who would
hope to rekindle freedom's flame

where among millions of earth's

populous atheistic communism
has replaced it with a reign of

terror and tyrant-masters dare
not lift «n iron curtain to

pliy to a horrified world.

IThere needs to be an appeal
Aftiighty God for help. The a|

se^pe of this on the part of the

church's leadership is fatal. God
must help and deliver us. We
must repent of our sins, indivi-

dual and national. The nation

must come back to the God of

our fathers before it is too late.

He alone can deliver us from con-

fusion and give to our leaders the

guidance and courage which they

must have to deal with forces of

tyranny which are being let loose

upon the earth. It is spiritual

revival or ruin which we face.

We appeal to the Christians of

America to turn back to God's

Word and humbly beseech Him
for His mercy and forgiveness in

our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Federal Council of Churches Plan for Peace With Russia
Follou'tnti is the tut of a state*

went on Sovvct-Atncncan relations

Submitted by the Communaion on a

vust and Durable Peace and adopt-

1 d by the executive committee of

the Federal Covnctl of the Churches
t\t Chrut tn America:

War with Russia can be avoid-
led and it must be avoided with-

I
out compromise of basic convic-

I tione. Tensions exist which con-
stitute a serious threat to world
peace. That fact i&ust be faced
i ealistically and at trie same time

|
with courage and vision. It de-
hCinda a new way of interna*
nal accommodation whlc,h will
E-kon with fundamental differ-

I rncea in outlook and practice. If
the nations find that way in our
time, they may set the pattern of
a peaceful future. Men should
be impelled by a sense of urgency
even greater than that which
made them determined, resource-
ful, and cooperative to w;n the

I
war.

I

Unavoidable Tensions and the

Method of Tolerance
The beliefs which we hold aa

|
Christians are different in many
essential respects ftom those of ,

I
the Soviet leaders.
"It is the Chriatian faith that

j

|

God's righteous rule is over all
j

I

men and nations: that in Christ !

He confronts us all alike in judg-
| ment and mercy; that men,

j

Though sinful, are made in Hia <

ige and are not only the con-
of His saving work but His

Fnta as well, each of value in
{

Hia tight without distinction of i

class, race or condition; that the
Church, the body of Christ and ;

the fellowship of Christ's follow-
j

ers, is the creation of His spirit, !

and the steward of Hts purpose;
that His Kingdom on earth is an

I

unconquerable Kingdom of justice

|
and mercy and truth in which it

is our responsibility to bring hu-
man laws and human institutions

into increasing accord with Hia
holy will." (National Study Con-
ference on the Churchea and
World Order, Cleveland, January,
IMS.)
"Our dedication, therefore, la to

the progressiva realisation of the
dignity and worth of man in
every area of life—poktical. eco-
nomic, social, and religious — to
the world-wide achievement of
man's individual freedom, under
God. to think, to believe, and to
act responsibly according to the
dictates of his own conscience.

ican people falling into this JcuLh
trap. They should know, from
their own experience, that it la

possible for irreconcitaMe and dy-
namic beliefs to subsist side by
side in peace. That, however, la

possible because our American
society measurably accepts the
principles of Uhe following re-

quirement.
Second, all men must renounce

the effort to spread abroad their
way of life by methods of intol-

erance.
The method of tolerance begins

with recognition of the sacred-
ness of the individual human per-
sonality. From that It follows
that men should not be subjected
to compulsion in mattera of faith
and reason. Individuals must be
free to believe as their reason
and conscience dictate. They
must be permitted to propagate
their faith by reason or emotion*
al appeal and by the persuasion
of good example. Governments.
parties, and other organizations
must refrain from imposing or
promoting their own particular
faith by means which involve vio-
lence or intimidation, legal priv-
ilege or legal disability, or fraud
founded on concealment.

It is that formula of tolerance
which makes it possible to com-
bine pesce and diversity. Also,
it is the formula which best as-
sures sustained human develop-
ment because it makes possible
a peace which is more than stag-
nation and sterility. It endows
peace with the richness of diver-
sity and experimentation and the
stimulus of competition. It does
not require any to be enteUec-
tually or spiritually toelrant of
beliefs or practices which seem
to them to be evil. It does require
all to recognize that no end, bow-
ever good it may seem, ahould be
sought by foul means.
Third, the United States must

accept primary responsibility to
secure international acceptance
of the method of tolerance.
The American nation knows the

method of tolerance. Oui people
have used that method—even
though imperfectly—for 160 years.
They know that it can work both
for peace and progress. They
have learned that they cannot
disregard it with impunity. They
are equipped by experience to ex-
plain, and by faith to persuade.
The American people and their
government ought to dedicate
themselves to do thst with all

27,749,967 in 25 Sect$

To Receive Peace Plan

The statement of the Federal
Council of Churches of Christ in
America on Soviet - American
relations will be made available
to the twenty-five national de-
nominations comprising the
Council, with a membership of
27.T49.967.

It underwent considerable re-
vision by the Council's Commis-
sion of a Just and Durable Peace
and by the executive committee,
composed of ninety delegated
representatives of the twenty-
five denominations, before it was
adopted without a dissenting
vote.

Discussion of the statement
began June 6. The drafting com-
mittee consisted of Bishop G.
Bromley Oxnam. Resident Bishop
of the New York Area of the
Methodist Church, chairman;
Prof. O. Frederick Nolde of the
Lutheran Theological Seminary
at Philadelphia, and the Rev. Dr.
Russell J. Clinchy. minister of
the First Church of Christ. Hart-
ford. Conn.
Members of the commission

who served in ex officio capaci-
ties were John Foster Dulles,
commission chairman; the Rev!
Walter \V. Van Kirk and the
Rev. Richard M. Fagley, secre-
taries.

do not cloak a selfish desire on
the part of those who want peace
to be a static condition, to bear
down on all who seek change.
Second, security is no longer

geographic.
Soviet and American military

strategists aeem still to be seek-
ing security in terms of geogra-
phy. In an effort to catch up
with the Increasing range and
speed of missiles, they would ex-
tend further and further the
areaa over which their nation haa
military control. Thus, large
areas of the world fall within
overlapping strategic orbits.
Islands of the Atlantic and the
Pacific. Germany, the Balkans.
the Mediterranean, and Far Cast
and Near East areas are looked
upon by one or another as needed
for a defense, which to others

prescribed by t he Soviet Com-
munist party. Soviet leadership
seeks, by physical power where
that ia convenient and by propa-
ganda and penetration elaewhere,
to bring Communists into posi-

tions of influence in the other
communities of the world.
The United Statea practices a

form of free enterprise. By cred-

its, trade agreementa and like

measures it seeks to keep as much
of the world as possible on a free

enterprise basis. Each system,
fearing economic encirclement,
tenda to encircle.
We cannot expect the propo-

nents of either State socialism or

free enterprise to abandon their

beliefs. But they need not. on
account of their beliefs, hate or

despise each other. Only blind

fanaticism looks upon either sys-

tem as perfect. The free enter-

prise system haa yet to prove that

it can aasure steady production
and employment. It has yet to

prove that it can continuously
provide industrial workers with
that aense of individual creative-
ness which gives greater satisfac-

tion than mere material posses-
sion. The Soviet experiment has
yet to prove that it can develop
high productive efficiency or that
Jt is compatible with human free-
dom.
Several Weatern democracies

are trying some moderate social-

istic experiments designed to as-
sure full production and employ-

]
ment while preserving religious,

1 intellectual and political freedom.
Soviet socialism has changed
much, particularly in placing
greater dependence upon the in-

centive of personal gain. The free
enterprise system in the United
States haa developed auch forma
of social security as unemploy-
ment and retirement benefits
which a few years ago would
have been judged Incompatible
with the system.
The economics of the nations

are in a state of flux and experi-
mentation. Christians must hold
fast to their belief in human free-
dom and the sacredneas of the
human personality. They should
seek an economic system which
does not in fact impair the exer-
cise of religious and intellectual
freedom. But they cannot safely
be dogmatic. No economic system
that now exists can properly be
treated 'as wholly the expression
or wholly the negation of Chris-_

ntt

from which international tensions
arise.

Every effort should be made to
bring the United Nations to de-
velop moral law into mora tangi-
ble expression in international J
law. Nations will be mote dis-

posed to cooperate through *
world organisation and to rely

upon It for their security when
they have agreed upon the laws
which they are to observe and to

the observance of which tha
world organisation is dedicated.

IV
Democracy and tha WeU-Bolng

of Man
The occasion for tension will

largely be removed if the demo-
cratic peoples will make their

political institutions so vigorous
and life-giving that men every-
where will want them- That Is

the aurest way to relieve the com-
petitive strain.

A democratic people can. and
should, retain antipathy to dicta-

torship. Their opposition, how-
ever, should not be sterile de-

nunciation. The American people

must make their democracy
work. Racial intolerance, dis-

crimination, and oppression are a
standing: negation of democracy
and Christian morality. Only as
we establish a good society at

horns can wa expect that our so-

ciety will have a spiritual appeal
to the masses of mankind.
The fact that many throughout

the world are attracted by Soviet

communism is not a meaaure of

its adequacy. That is still an un-
proved factor. Rather, the at-

traction measures disillusionment
csused by certain inadequaciee of

democracy. Americans must
undertake at once the task of

remedial action within their own
borders. Individuals must de-

velop further in themselves the
sense of social responsibility and
self-reliance without which in-

dividual freedom is neither so-

cially tolerable nor beneficial
There Is need to show that a free
society can maintain a ateady
flow of production and Its equit-

able distribution. There is need
to bring about greater observance
of human rights and freedoms for

all without distinction as to race
or religion. Particularly must
America do away with the widely
prevalent double standard of per-
sonal relations and cltixenahip
applied to Negro Americans. The
American people must prove tomm



Ueia in to* worul. '^iei « 1^*'
continuing tsnaions are unavold-

*Not all American* hold ths

ChrUtlan faith or hold
i

it to the

same extent. Thui. not all win

experience the same
^SS^that

unslon. But enough hold that

faith, and hold it devotedly to

Sake peace at the price of He

SSpromiae impossible. More-

over.tn our land there ii a gen-

ereYecceptance of a way of Ufa

which permits every individual

freely to choose hU belief and to

carry out its implicatlone. We
are convinced that the American

neonle preponderantly cherish

Satwiv sadwM. with all their

power, defend it when it U threat-

ened. To the extent that the

I

way of life propagated by Soviet

leadership differs from our way

of life, the American people a*

a whole will experience a state

of tension.
Despite theae differences, peace

U possible. We are convinced

that a dynamic and fruitful peace

can prevail in a world society

where conflicts of faith are un-

avoidable. This will be possible

if three requirements are met

:

First, the existence of conflict-

ing beliefs must be considered as

normal.
People everywhere must recog-

nize that differing beliefs and
practice! are normal in world so-

ciety, now and in the future.

Also, they must tee that those

who hold belief! firmly will seek

to propagate them without dilu-

tion or compromise.
There la widespread feeling that

If different beliefs and institu-

tions come internationally into

competitive contact, armed con-
flict is inevitable. That is why
some identify world peace with
world conformity. Others seek
peace in terms of rones of influ-

ence which would Insulate ons
//aith from another. When neither

attitude is practical, ,aa is the case

today, they become obsessed with
fear. Many followers of Marx
preach that armed conflict be-

tween communism and "capitalist

democracy" is inevitable. A like

opinion is held by many in the
Western democracies.
8uch attitudes account for much

of the danger in the present situa-

tion. Fear and suspicion lead to

acta which, Intended to be de-
fensive, seem to others offensive.

That in turn creates more fear

|
Hnd suspicion. Under theae con-
ditions difference* which are un-

avoidable are aggravated and the

area of difference la increased by
rlifferencee and misunderstand-

1 ings which are unneceaFhos/. Ten-
sion mounta until war ran become
inevitable merely because many
people have, erroneously thought

I
it inevitable.

Avoidable Tensions and the

Method of Adjustment
Differences of belief which are

Inevitable are often aggravated
by differences or clashes of In-

terest which are unnecessary.
There are many unnecessary dif-

ferences between the Soviet Union
and the Western democracies and
they provide an important field
for remedial action. It » easy for
us to see how Soviet leaders can
act to dispel many such differ-
ences. It is harder for Americans
to see what the United States
should do. However, the Chris-
tian way is to think first of what
we can do. That, indeed, Is the
practical course for what we can
do Is within our power. Also,
while one aide alone cannot end
tensions of dual origin. It can
make mutuality of effort easier
and more likely. The search
should not be for ways to placate
Soviet leaders Irrespective of
moral judgment or righteous con-
viction. Rather, the effort should
be to eradicate from our own na-
tional position features which
cannot be morally or Intellectually
justified.

First, change Is not of itself

evil.

Soviet leadership is dynamic/ It

emerged through violent revolu-
tion and has. with fluctuating in-

tensity, worked for a world-wide
revolution of the proletariat.
Latterly its dynamism has as-
sumed a more nationalistic and
traditional form. During the last
decade, the U.S.S.R. has been en-
larging its domain beyond that of
the States which formed the
Union in 1923.
The United States is, and for

abbut fifty years has been, pre-
dominantly a atatus quo power.
It reached a mature and balanced
territorial development. This led
It to ldentfy peace with perpetua-
tion of the existing territorial and
political order.
The American people need to

get over the idea that peace is a
static condition. Change is the
law of life. That doea not mean
that all change Is good. Jt does
mean that to oppose all change
is a sure way to violence.
Although It waa to be expected

that a dynamic Soviet leadership
would seek to restore and protect
the national domain, yet Chris-
tians cannot condone methods of
violence which have often hern
used. Particularly, they can nut
condone thr purges wrought upon
newly acquired peoples or the
taking from these peoples of po-
litical. Intellect fla I, and religion*
liheity They ought to work un-
ceasingly »o coiiert such injus-
tices. That salutary process in.

Indeed, enviea^d by Article 14 of
the I'nited ^Nations Charter. Hut
It shouI<J he clear that moral con-
demnation of Soviet methods and

* t ^:.; iiiutj,

probably lead to the destruction
of both. Such secret competition
breeds the suspicion, fear, and
hostility which make war inevit-
able.
We believe that every effort

should be made to apply the pro-
visions of the United Nations
Charter for the regulation and
multilateral reduction of national
armaments. The proposal for an
Atomic Development Authority
Is a good start in that direction.
The Authority would provide true
world government within a de-
fined area. That functional ap-
proach seams practical and sus-
ceptible of enlargment to deal
with 'Other means of mass de-
struction besides atomic energy.
Our nation should persist in this
course.
Fourth, neither state socialism

nor free enterprise provides a per-
fect economic system; each can
learn from the experience of the
other.
The Soviet Union practices a

form of Stale socialism which ia

. . 1

1

. ^ .... ....-» . . . & .* t>i-*-..A *j. r.u i

man welfare. But if thsy seelfl^

to realise those goals competi-
tively, the result may be that hu-

.

man misery and distress will b*

exploited by each for ulterlo

purposes. Increased lU-wlll ma;
result. That will not happen ij

the United Nations is used, as i I

was intended to be used: "T
achieve international cooperatio
in solving international problem '

of an economic, social, cultun
or humanitarian character." T>
United Nations can be a medli
for courteous and frank diet

slon of international issuee
for harmonizing divergent no
of view. It can become a cei

where nations organize toget
projects designed to meet cc
monly recognized needs and
gain commonly endorsed en<
By working together they ca
develop sympathetic understand 1

lng, a sense of comradeship, in-

creased trust and tolerance. In I

such ways the United Natlona I

can become an effective agent \

for striking at the basic politi-
cal, economic snd aortal causes

sorid. The resulting atmosphere
irould make it possible to deal in

a friendly and fair way with the
perplexing poet-war problems, in-
cluding those Involved la the
peace settlements.

, Ws do not say this In any spirit

jf easy optimism. We would only
delude ourselves If we did not
look on the future aa one which
tontains many elements of peril.

That, however, 4a no reason for
tespalr. The future has always
teen a future of peril. Often the
>erlle have been hidden so that
tere has been no defense against
tm. Also, those perils brought
tti them no opportunity com*
•able to risk. This time the

" ils are seen; possible defenses
/ i at hand, and the vigorous

& dynamic spirit which pro*
Jess the peril can also produce
* era of unprecedented progress.
nus. men have great opportu-

nity at the price of measurable
risk. More than this they should
'sot ask.
! To meet and overcome the pee-
tie that beast mankind la a task
.that cannot be accomplished
without a united effort by all
Americans of every faith and In*
deed by all men of good-will
throughout the world. We ap-
peal to all euch. Also, as repre-
sentatives of Protestant churches
in this country, we direct a spe-
cial sppeal to our constituents.
In the years when our nation

was in its formative stage Prot-
estant Christians played a lead-
ing part in developing our polit-
ical system. They were men of
strong and uncompromising faith.
To a considerable extent they
held different and irreconcilable
beliefs. They knew from bitter
experience in other lands what
would be the consequences if
each sought by violent and un-
scrupulous means to make his be- I

Hef prevail. So they banned the i

use of such intolerant methods. •

Thereby they found the way to !

permit differences of belief to i.

subsist, on the one hand consist-
;

ently with peace snd on the other jl

hand without sacrifice of moral jl

or intellectual integrity or of a I

sense of mission.
Today we face, at the Interna-

tlonal level, the same problem
they faced at the national levsl.
Many do not see that, for it is a
long time since the International
scene has been dominated by
strongly conflicting faiths. Prot-
estant Christians because of their
background ought to be the first
to dtagnoae the true nature of
the present problem snd to see
how it can he solved. We need
to put to use the precious her-
itage which has been left us.
L*t us. then. Inspired hv our

tradition and our faith, go



increasing accord with Hit I

Will " (Vitinnal QrnHv PAn.
into increasing accord wiin hit
holy will." (National Study Con-
ference on the Churches and

. World Order. Cleveland. January,
|
IMS.)

I "Our dedication, therefore, U to
the progressive realisation of the
dignity and worth of man in

i
every area of life—political, eco-
nomic, social, and religious— to

|

the world-wide achievement of
I man's individual freedom, under
I God, to think, to believe, and to

i

act responsibly according to the
dictates of his own conscience. ,

This, we believe, is indispensable
if God's will for man is to be ful-
filled." (The Federal CouacU of
the Churches of Christ in Ameri-
ca, Columbus, March, 1*46.)
Within the Soviet Union there

are many people who share such
Christian beliefs. Moreover, com-

1 muaism as an economic program
rt" social reconstruction has

i of contact with the social
ge of Christianity as in its

i wr«w»d concern for the under-
1 privileged and its insistence on

I racial equality. However, Marx-
list communism in v its orthodox
|
philosophy stands clearly opposed
to Christianity. It U atheistic in
its conception of ultimate reality
&nd materialistic in its view of

I man and his destiny. *** Utopian
philosophy of history lacks the

I

essential Christian notes of divine
!
judgment, divine governance and

.eternal victory. Its revolutionary
strategy involves the disregard
I
of the sacredness of personality

1 which Is fundamental in Chris-
tianity.

Such differences will never be
removed by compromise or sur-
render of faith by Christians.
Also, Christians will not re-
nounce, as to any part of the
world, the right to go and preach

I Ifi^W61' teaching men to ob-
^^Hp wh*t Christ commanded.^&r will seek, everywhere, in-
stitutions and practices which re-
flect what they believe to be God's
will for man. On the other hand,
we cannot realistically antici-
pate that Soviet leadsrship wiU,
at an early date, compromise its
beliefs or institutions in such away as tomake them compatible
with the Christian faith. Neither
can we expect H to give up the
right to propagate communist be-
liefs in the world. Therefore,
continuing tensions are unavoid-
able.

Not all Americans hold the
Christian faith or hold it to the
•erne extent. Thus, not all will
experience the same degree of
l

f!^!
on

- J3?1 «D°ugh hold that
faith, and hold it devotedly/iom»ke peace at the price of Its

%£?*?*** impossible Wover, in our land there is a ZZV
wh c^CepUnce of * "ay of

g
U?e"

secure internstional ecceptance
of the method of tolerance.
The American nation knows the

method of tolerance. Our people
have used that method-even
though imperfectly—for 160 veare
They know that it can work both
for peace and progress. They
have learned that they cannot
disregard it with Impunity. They
ere equipped by experience to ex-

S*
,n

* »* by faith to persuade.
The American people and their
government ought to dedicate
themselves to do that with all
the urgency appropriate to the
greatness of the cause.
Exposition and persuasion are

Important. But if our initiative
Is to prevail, it must carry world-wide conviction on two basic

<1> It must be made clear that

??lt?V}?
n utUr,y enounces for

itself the use Internationally of
the methc*) of Intolerance. Our
ff!?K

# *en#r*l,y consider the
feith and institutions of Sovietcommunism to contain ereve
£*• *»t they must lecogSto

m.! i^lr
*
P#a*on *nd conscience

{£ ?Jn human Institutions, end
5>f^

rJn 'i
ani t0 Pr°P*ff*te them

eolved never to advance theirown faith by forcibly crushingout such another faith. We Sd
.h£,.

that
J*

thftir^ B^
^the°r.

n0t ^^^^#Uc1^
^illll *

muirt *««*"* be madeclear that persistence fnternaUon-
!?

y
. fc

b3r
.
U,# 8ovtot Government

E ™/fl.52
vlrt

. Communis? £$
XaJXEK'

co
!,
rc,on

- deceitful in-

ahSJiS^K*114 fata* Propaganda•hlelded by secrecy. wiU^ot in

^Th£ ^"V** the P*«e.
W

That dual position should be

tlZ batJL«r!,ona
!
Um »«?*

£2f&.% 'Kffi-
«i

n
Avoldahla Teratoma ud tfc.MeOM^ of Adjunct

"** Accu;ity in teiiai of geocra-

wit
y
h /k

m e£fort lo cefcb
g
upwith the increasing range and

tend further and further the

milftir"
WhIch *eir «t?on hSSmilitary control. Thus lar*I•reas of the world fall' wRhK

»nd Near But areaa are looked

eea. to carry aa off.na,v.

•re such that it U not^o*Tiw.*2
reconcile a friendly uSPSta*?bojly poJJcy with «uch att3.fi.defenae aa from a mliu» '"J.

1^Point might ...» mo.t &£?£.;

the Soviet Union that?he oM.»

b.
T
«7^

th' •«—« «c. »u.t
The United 8Ut«t for tha tirmtU». in iu hietory pUa. S aaSUjn a Urge etandlng amy o^

other nation. 1??. co^Unuina t»manufactur. atomic weapon.^
to develop new .cientlfic m«h".of maa. deatructlon. The latt.JactlWti.. ,t .hrouda with .acre"/

Undmg army which no oth.^,.

llihm,nt with great iS«y Ub"

The pre..„t arm.men, V?c, ba.tween the United State, and tit

wiih the system.
The economics of the nations

ere in a sUte of flux and experi-
mentation. Christians must hold
fast to their belief in human free-dom and the sacredness of thehuman personality. They should
•e«k an economic system which
does not in fact impair the exer-
cise of religious sad Intellectual
freedom. But they cannot safely
be dogmatic No economic system
that now exists can properly be*"**'*• wholly the\xpreesion
r^fy/hi negation of Chris-«an principles.

Ill

National Interims
end International Cooperation >

sZ?.a
a
TT
d*grfte

- *«n»lon with ' I

soviet Union results from a spi
of rival nationalism. We hs
seen how that kind of tens!
naay. to an exUnt. be alleviat
by change in our naUonal at
tude. Two other waye exist whs;
by tension having this origin o
be still furthsr relieved.
inrat. there can be a more Int'mete easociation between tr

American and Russian peoples.
There is a Jong hUtor>' of ur

nterrupted friejidship betweef
ths Russian and American pe-
Pies Neither know, the otht

IV- t^ •*c
!

1 ?**— xhAi therers fins quahUes in the otherThat feeling has persisted despitthe fact that the Russian peoplhaye usually had governments Uu the ""UnltiH* «^T w,
lfw»«oo or

autocratic characfer of which the with the gL?^' 4
°°y*™a«t

American people distrusted. Thsi viet vSJTZ"}?***' »f the So-5Sw ws' sasvS£r«fts
^"E«a-lr«=?•* as
the American people can ahSl'eSLSf V*? «<>«»«»• of thaTZ
•J-inpathy by conTrioutin^o 'tKh S&ZSL^***?* *~relief. American aclentific. cul i life^S, ^d* ??
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to
T,

do"a
d
^

r
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1.
, gr

.
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y
a4vMtair«,i^SSSLSST^^ ^ ow» pSU•hanga of good*. "••ou« •«•

J**
6*^!/ to develop undarthSe

,

Second. th« eaa ba a araatai tSt ^utuy?«« «« w^SdtS
"*• of the Unitad NauoM'^^ Sl^V* ^ <*" matiod. to
_ Th«

'
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fe
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ure,^ lnere-«1 «M £ -.iSd7£
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V* lnt«™*tional cooperaUo f
1*1
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fhow that Ifretsociety can maintain a steady

Ik* Jf
Production and its equJt-eble dlstribuUon. There is need

l°f *
riD8 a

^?
U
^ '^Ur ob»e?van^

, °fi
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i

n
lan righu and freedoms for

I
ell without distinction as to race
or religion. Particularly must
America do away with the widely
prevalent double standard of per-

!t£n ^^i! ** *ad citiaenship
applied to Negro Americans. The
American people must prove to
themselves and to the world that

^!TT
e •oj^y can solve its eco-nomlc and social problems ae well

m.^r Police! freedom to It*member*. If ©Ur people do that<*mocrac£ not dictatorship, will*?"** by all to be the higher^h^e of social development.
CONCLUSION

\*? h*v* °«umed a prosram
containing four salient ,>?££"
n" - euminaUon inurnatlon-
w&h ' m#thod* ** IntolerMotrhich malts it impossible forooS!
;
HcUng belief* to subsist Mdbepronagated la the world couitZ•nUy with peace.

«**•
i 2. The eliminauon from UnitadState.- nauonal policy of certainprejudice, and practice* ^rhSunnecessarUy creiu UnsloiT^
m^A S?°P«r*^o» of the Americanand Russian people, at ST*cSS
{*£• «<;onomlc, cultural, and re-
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Office Memorandum
•1 '

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

PROM

SUBJECT:

The Director DATE: 12-30-4|6Y
•&1.VffT-N TW„mTF.RfLJ^TWr^^ pv THE

CHURCHES, OF .CHRIST IN At -SHIGA AND THE AFRICAN COUMgI L
OF' CHRISTIAN CHURCHES ai SOVIET-A12RICAN RELATIONS*

Reference is made to the unidentified newspaper article

Mr. Toleon -
Mr. E. A. TBn
Mr. Clegg
Mr. OXavln
Mr. LaddV.
Mr. NichW*
Mr. RoaanU*

-

Mr. Tracyjt
Mr. Caraon
Mr. Egan ~
Mr. Gum*

&

Mr. Harbo
""

Refereac^

Mr. Pennington
Mr. Qulnn Tua~
Tele, Rooa
Mr. Nease

^^r^^e-Fo^H^ilPL RussiaJ)enouncgd_by ..Christian Council",,

Miss BeatfT
Mlea dandy"

captioned,
% _ _ ___ ^ ^

^to which was attached your routing slip requesting the statement^issued by the^ Feje.r^/Pgg^ in America and also the statement issued
by therafnerican Council of Christian Churches

.

*

With reference to your request for the statement issued by the ^ederal ^^
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, there is attached herewith the complete

^sg text of the statement on Soviet-American relations submitted by the Coinmissicn on a^* Just and Durable Peace which was adopted by the Executive Committee of the Federal
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, which appeared in the New York Times
newspaper on October 19 , 19h6.

'

A New York Times article which appeared in the October 19, l$>i*6, issue of
that paper reflected that this statement on Soviet-American relations released by
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America was ^{ibmitted by the Council 1

:

Commission on a Just and Durable Peace of which John Fosterjjfollgg is Chairman. The
statement was made public at a Council Luncheon at the University Club, 1 West J&th
Street, New York City. The statement was adopted by the Council's Executive Committee
and was the outcome of four months of study and discussion begun on behalf of minister:
and church members throughout th^aftintjy seeking guidance on this Question of

I public policy. Bishop G. BromlejJ6rtIam, Resident Bishop of the New*York area of
1 the Methodist Church, is President of the Council. .^.-

With reference to your request for the answering statement of the American
Council of Christian Churches which took issue with the statement of the tfe^feral

>
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, there is attached hereto the complete

. text which appeared in the "Christian Beacon", published at Collingswood, N^r
Jersey, dated October 31, 19h6. ^

Attachment

&
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ALL INFORMATION CONTA
HEREIN- IS UNCLASSIFIED

'
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July 8, 1948

Federal Board of Investigation,
Washington, D# C#

Dear Mr. Hoover:

w>

o.-r|

Is It not a fact that the/Federal Council
of Churches of Christ In,America Is considered by the
FBI as a communist front or something like that?

& member of ^f. Women 1 s Missionary Society
reviewed at a meeting tonight a pamphlet Issued by the
FCCC.and also one Issued by the Board of Social Missions
ULCA; 231 Madison Ave* , N« Y# , both emphasizing the greatest
possible (or Impossible) tolerance toward Soviet Russia
and Communism* The undertone of both publications was one
of deepf dissatisfaction with American pfcjlcy of a milit-
ary nature*

It occurred to me that I have read In
published lists of names of groups of liberal tendencies,
which the^FRI- held as extremely friendly to the communist
Ideology/.fchr Federal Council of Churches of Christ In
America wad one*

i

,/^y
Since a considerable diacus'ston arose In

the missionary meeting as to the reliance to be placed on
FCCC propaganda for peace at any price with the Soviet x

Unlon.lt seemed to me proper to inquire and ask for Infor-
mation as ^p the current standing of this group In your eyes
and howfMr people should go in placing confidence in such
stuff. * —

o

8ine
* ' ">«-50tt2&

ALL INFORMATION C0NTA1NE

HEREIN IS U

DATE4^i*-BY
j?iu-.flS3;riEp
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July 19, 2948

XM\

Tour letter dated July 6. 2943, has been
-*''.- >\'--- :

r#c«ft?#4. J regret that I cannot be of service in
connection with your request for information which
•ey ft* In tfttf filea of this Bureau, as. In accordance
wtth a longstanding policy, our filet are confidential
and available for official use only. I am sure you J

will understand the reason for this rule and that no
inference will be drawn that we do, or do not, have -

information in our files because of my inability to be
of assistance* Tor your information, the name of the
Council you mentioned does not appear on the list cf
subversive organinations prepared by the Attorney General
at the request of the President of the United States finder
Part III of Executive Order 9835. It has occurred to me
that the enclosed material might be of some interest toyn»

Sincerely yours,

John JSdgar Boover
Director

& i"1

Mr. fannington
Mr. 3ulrn Taint"
T«le. hco»

"

i£". Mage

<

on Menace of Communism
li ght Commun ism

IU.L INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCUCTED
DATE42
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RECORDED - 55

fif-4

Tour letter dated July 23, IB 48, has been
received, I regret that I cannot be of service in.

connection with your request for information which ;;

say be in the files of this Bureau, as, tn accordance
with a longstanding policy, our files are confidential
and available for official use only. J an eure you
will understand the reason for this rule and that no

inference will be drawn that we do, or do not, have
information in our files because of my inability to be

of assistance* Tor your Information, the navie of the
council you mentioned does not appear on the list of
subversive organisations prepared by the Attorney
General at the request of the President under Part III
of Executive Order 9835* Jt has occurred to me that the
enclosed material might be of some interest to you*

Sincerely your»$

'John Edgar Hoover
Director ••••:

Rep
How

't of Me nace '..of Communism
fight Communism i-'i

'

PELsKPE

Ifir. Tolaon
HT. E. A. THw
Mr. CXftg^
Mr. Glai'
Mr. UdC

Mr. ^enr.in^on; ; /
Mr. Qulr-n TMtr \S
T«le. hex L
Mr. Kcase

*'

Hi:* Otnay

wumwm sftLCINFORMATlON CONTAlKp
MA,LED HfflElNBUNCW

"

1948 «^r Jifajft
<£t AUG 2

n)

-f-t (H

*K>OWL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION^
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The Federal 0uncil of the Churches of#hrist in America
Department of Christian Social Relations

Mr. Charles P. Taft
PRESIDENT

Harper Sibley
TREASURER

Rev. Samuel McCrea Cavert
GENERAL SECRETARY

i Rev. Roswell P. Barnes
I rev. J. Quinter Miller

ASSOCIATE GENERAL SECRETARIES

297 Fourth Avenue
New York 10, N. Y.

October 6, 1948
Mr. Shelby M. Harrison
CHAIRMAN

Rev. E. Felix Kloman
VICE-CHAIRMAN

Rev. Beverley m Boyd
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear L'r. Hoover: o
This Department of the Federal Council of .the.

.

Churches of
Christ in Africa has been assigned the responsibility of~dra?tlng a basic
statement on the prevention and control of juvenile delinquency, to be pre-
sented at the biennial meeting of the Council in Cincinnati, December 1-3,
19A8. Vfe hope that the section will be able to draft a statement that will
do two things for the churches in our constituency: 1) make them more keenly
aware of the contribution they can make and their responsibility to make it,
and 2) to shov.s

, if possible, practical methods by which they may cooperate
with local secular agencies in meeting the needs of youth.

I am seeking your counsel and advice because I know you are
closely in touch with what is going on on the national front in this field
and that you are also interested as a Christian layman in the work of the
churches.

Some of the things I would like would be the latest statistics,
city wide and state vd.de, of the rise or decline of juvenile delinquency; also,
if possible, hew many state or city commissions have been established, and if
in your judgment you think they are valuable. It would also be helpful if I
could have a personal statement from you regarding the responsibility of the
churches in trTi^partiC;uIa"r field*

I know you are an extremely busy man, but if you could cooperate
with us in this project, I would like to have any data that you could send me
as early as possible because I must get it in the hands of the people whom we
anticipate forming the section, ^

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am

Cordially yours, *

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

RECORDED

INDEXED

Beverlej1

Executive
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(jj October 14, 1948

RECORDED -

l

fc]
If

: / - Vf £ ffjfffi^M'^'M
.,: Dr. Beverley It, Boyd : ;i ,~v.

...•*•-..."• Executive Secretary /.;;:*- :
'

,: '^r..,-;
*-^i-

The /fedtfrol Council 0/ the CftB'roh«#
o/ Chr<s* In An*r<co

.. JP97 Iburifc ytvenu* ' '«.;..•. •'•••
:

''
: - >v :

•''•:"'.
v;'/'.'-';

Veto Tork 10, New Toft •'''; ;

i*::v-;dA-}; V--^'"';:

2teor Dr# Boydi

'•
' <" ' m'A "**

-"r^

». *»:

.-.. cV-v - .

V-r

J received your letter of October fl# 1943* Jto
response to your request it t$ a pleasure to enclose copies of
material available for distribution by the TBI which may be of
some assistance to you* . .

It is ny firm, belief and has been for suxny years that
the churches are in the front tzAa£tte% of America's crime
prevention crusade* Church attendance is a vital factor in
the Nation's crime prevention program and it has been my
observation that those who are active in church are also the
people who seen most interested in establishing a genuine
^one" for their children* The greatest single factor in
crime causation among Juveniles today is the disintegration
of the Amertcan home* £. , ,

*•<< V-

It to suggested thai you may wish to covaatnioate
with Mrs* Scotia Ballard Anouff, National Conference on
Prevention and Control of Juvenile Delinquency, Osborne
Association, 114 Sast 30th Street, New Tort, Weio Tork, in order
to secure data prepared a$ a result of the conference called by
the Attorney General of the United States and held in
Washington, J>« C*, on November 80, 21. 22, 19469 If 1 can
be of further eervioe, please do not hesitate to c-onrsunicate
With ne again* '%:

.
•'•"-.' S. „ e> iy'rV^' •••*••>.-

-

''**'' *-::.--.-:

" '" '

'

( i

,:J . ^•K
Since rely your«>

MAILED 11 Join Edgar Hoover

n

l... fe
HEREIN

-.:. A Bfie nextj.pa&et}, t£u

FtOERAt WJSAO.'Of IHVESTISATtOlfc^.g

S. DEPART
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ENCLOSURES:

Charlottesville's Parent Educ. Sch
Frankfortj Ind mj Juv Aid Council
Altadena JUv. Council Plan
Jr. Police Organisations
Ted. Juv. Del. Act..
Biblio of JD :.--;- ' .- t ^ : r-
Crime Chall Churches ;

r :y ^- \? :
.-. -. V

:: V
Crime and Sun. Sch6ol :'"y\r\;..-- /'^^.r.^

Crime Begins at Home .£•'; 0'/ :;V

Cr ime Problems ..
. *'" *

:
A <*»'--•

UCR 18-2; 19-1 :^ -J

, - ^

ool.

«i. „ ; i .- '

%/.i.^..:* '

•s , #&

£2 Sri mUSiw

Mr. P«munition
Mr. Quito Tm»
T»l». Room

Mm teod^I
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August 26, 1948

X)

SJ

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:
•

I have been asked by a group of ministers in Denver, Colorado,
to bring to them information regarding the'pederal Council of Churches.
They have heard rumors that the Federal Bureau~of"InvestigaTibn'Tas
placed the Federal Council of Churches on the list of subversive agencies
in our country. Would you please send me information in this connection,
so that when I address these ministers I catAexplicit in the things U /
say.

things II /

X)
AV

y

«»fi«*D
.»

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED,,

34 SEl- 9 1S48
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/6V-&>%k9-g'/ September 1. 194fl

tf ..

«$1
*f .", *» *;'* *

J&^t7

Tour letter of August 26, 1948, hM been
Z appreciate the interest efaioh praqrted your writing
tbs setter you

received SDd

Par your intonation the Fsdsral Bureau of Investigation ^
has not Issued aqy list of subversive organisations such as yon X,
mentioned. The Attorney Qsnsral of tbs United States did, bcwtve?*

prepare such a list at tbs request of the President under Executive
Qrdsr 9335, Bart III, ehioh X an happy to sand you at this tine*

Sincerely yours, J

Enc!

John Bdgar Hoow
Director

sts of subversive organizations.

Hi INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS HI

ir. Tolaon
Mr. Ctoa
Mr. OUtTA
Mr. UM

. • !

--

Mr. HleboU
Itr. hovta
Mr. Trmcy
Mr* Ion
Mr. auras*
Mr. bu-bo
Mr. Motor

JMr. Feuuit£*on
Mr. ttulitn T«m
T»le. hoc»
Mr. Mim

v(mar oanay

MAILED 1

& SEP 72 1948 >iL

ftOUM BittttAU m WW8TI6ATI0H

€ 5. OtfAWHtNT Of JUSTICE

221948 Ki

'-»*
k-

39 U>
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Office Met0randum

O •
• UNITED WATES GOVER

,cf

TO

FfcO

\)j§ SUBJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI DATE:
MCVEMB31

laHa

AH) * today in receipt of a letter from ^^^_
N).N with which he enclosed a clipping fro* an^HJH

follows:

XH70BMAS?
COUNCIL CP CHURCHES

6.'5996

fr. £i

Mr. E^aa

.

Mr. Grra^a..,/

7^jtE AMMUNITION"

*\VA

Before one of the sessions of the
State Teachers Meeting in Oes Moines
last Thursday an F.B.I, agent Bade

lithe declaration that: "The Federal
\\ Council of Churches is Connunistic".

This, of course, is not news to Most
of us, but we believe that a public
declaration such as this, ccndng
tren the lips of an F.B.I, representa-
tive, and voiced all over our state
by our teachers, will, and can be used
as live ammunition in the fight.

We did not have any representative in attendance at the Iowa State Tea§-
Association meeting in Des Moines, nor did any representative from thii*office address that group and I have so advised

iL!fff ^ C^ftinf^B^to d«ter**™ the identity of the neCs^^C
**!! x^?

wW'ch this •taL*>W ap^ared in order that we can determine whomade this statement attributed to the FBI and whether the individual
represented himself as an agent of the FBI.

When the identity of the paper is learned I will advise the Bureau as it
is felt the Bureau may wish to write to the editor in order to have a

%

retraction published. /

AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY

y ?

ALL lffl«lTS38OTA!NED

DAT£ *7yGM
'

vJft-ou RECORDED -1071 <i-L -44-,-

u 13 NOV 22 1948 \,
• ' 1 'K3EXED • 10K . ta ^ y

et*7 <*>
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CCK.Vs-Ji.'fC/.TJCNS SECTION

CtiC A.

O

\

K
FBI -OMAHA

UUIREC

11-45 PM

:ctor

Mr. ToUoo )..*>

Mr. Qae« >

Mr. Glavfa.

Mr. Ladd...

Mr. Ni(

Mr. Hotea

Mr. Tracy

Mr. Sean

Mr. Gnrnea

Mr. Barbo

Mr. Mohr

BIr. Pennington

Mr. Qulnn Tamm....

Mr. Naaae

MiM Gaifl^B.12-3-48

ATTENTION MR. CARTWRIGHT

INFORMANT,^FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, RESEARCH MATTERS

ASCERTAINED REVEREND HAROLP^DAY, NORTH COURT BAPTIST CHURCH, OTTUMWA,

m\>

IOWA, PUBLISHED ARTICLE IN FOUR PAGE NEWS SHEET BEARING NO NAME BUT

IS NOVEMBER' FORTYEIGHT ISSUE, WHICH NEWS SHEET IS SPONSORED BY THE

flsso?
IOWA JESBS»CIATION OF REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES. NEWS SHEET HAS ABOUT

TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED CIRCULATION AND DISTRIBUTED IN BUNDLES OF

TWENTYFIVE OR THIRTY TO ALL BAPTIST CHURCHES IN IOWA AND TWO IN OMAHA.

THIS IS FIRST ISSUE. REV. DAY STATES HE RECEIVED HIS INFORMATION FROM

CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND,

<

WHO IN TURN GOT IT FROM]

FACCORDING TO REV. DAY THE STATEMENT/^

ABOUT THE FBI DECLARING THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TO BE COMMUN-

ISTIC WAS MADE BY DR. WILLIAM E^fARNER, PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION, OHIO

STATE UNIVERSITY AT COLUMBUS, IN AN ADDRESS TO A DINNER .MEETING OE^
RECORDEO-ia J.^Mifi/

THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS SECTION OF THE IOWA" STA

xi INDEXED- 121 iDEi
CONVENTION HELD IN DES MOINES, IOWA, NOVEMBER FOUR %\ND

\«\

ACtiERS /rVSSN.

C 9.' 1948
FIl/E LAST.

>M DINNEBtfJ MBER FOURY'^VTHIS MEETING SUPPOSEDLY TOOK PLACE AT igj^Pr

ry- IN HOTEL SAVERY. ACCORDING T^tL^IWf^RMAT^fOf^CONTAINED °" ™E

QUOTE CREEPING PARALYSIS OF SHEREIN JS-fclV^GLA'SSfFIE&-EGE 5-
T° HAV£

END PAGE ONE DATE^^_BYv
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PAGE TWO

INTIMATED DURING THE TALK OR QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD THAT HE HAD

BEEN CONNECTED WITH THE FBI AND THAT HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY TWO FBI

MEN AND HE HAD HIS EVIDENCE WITH HIM ON COMMUNISM. REV. DAY WAS

ADVISED THERE WERE NO FBI REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT NOR HAD Mm
ANY REPRESENTATION EVER BEEN MADE CHARGING THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF

CHURCHES AS BEING COMMUNISTIC. DAY VOLUNTARILY ADVISED HE HAD

MADE A MISTAKE IN NOT CHECKING HIS INFORMATION AND STATED HE WOULD

PUBLISH A RETRACTION IN THE NEXT ISSUE TO COME OUT ABOUT DECEMBER TEN

NEXT AND WOULD FURNISH COPY TO OMAHA OFFICE. IT SHOULD BE NOTED

REV. DAY BELONGS TO AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, WHICH IS VIOLENTLY

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, fl

IOWA EDUCATIONAL ASSN., ADVISED HE WAS IN COMPLETE CHARGE OF ARRANGING

FOR SPEECHES AT ISTA CONVENTION AND HE PERSONALLY ARRANGED FOR WARNER

TO SPEAK AT THE CONVENTION.^^^STATED CORRESPONDENCE WITH AND

ABOUT WARNER REFLECTS WARNER IS ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM OHIO ST.

UNIVERSITY AND DURING LAST SPRING SPENT THREE MONTHS IN UNIFORM AS

LIEUTENANT COLONEL IN U. S. ARMY, THAT WARNER WAS A MEMBER OF GENERAL

EISENHOWER-S STAFF IN CHARGE OF A PHASE OF EDUCATION IN GERMANY AT THE

CLOSEOF THE WAR AND IS REGARDED BY ARMY AUTHORITIES AS AN EXPERT

ON COMMUNIST INFILTRATION IN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS AND THE EFFECT OF

COMMUNISM ON MORAL STANDARDS.]

END PAGE TWO

>TATED HE HAD NOT HEARD ANY OF
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PAGE THREE

WARNER-S SPEECHES BUT HAD BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY INFORMED THAT WARNER

WAS VERY OUTSPOKEN AGAINST COMMUNISM ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT HEARD THAT

WARNER CLAIMED OR IMPLIED ANY PRESENT OR PAST CONNECTIONS WITH THE

FBI. (P DES

ADVISED HE WASj
""""™^~~~~~~~~^~~~

DURING THE CONVENTION AND THAT WARMER WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE ADDRESSED

THE DINNER MEETING ON NOVEMBER FOUR AT THE SAVERY HOTEL BUT DID NOT

ARRIVE FOR SOME REASON. WARNER APPEARED ON SEVERAL PORTIONS OF THE

PROGRAM ON NOVEMBER FIVE AND LET IT BE KNOWN HE WOULD GIVE A LATE

LECTURE ON COMMUNISM AFTER THE CONVENTION. J J STATED HE MADE

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE USE OF THE RANCH ROOM AT HOTEL FORT DES MOINES

WHERE WARNER GAVE HIS LECTURE STARTING AT ABOUT NINE OR NINE THIRTY

PM ON NOVEMBER FIVE. J pSTATED THERE WERE EIGHTEEN OR TWENTY

PERSONS PRESENT INCLUDING HIMSELF AND WIFE AND TWO STRANGERS. HE ADVISE:

WARNER STARTED OFF BY STATING HE HAD INVITED THE FBI AND AMERICAN LEGION

TO BE PRESENT TO CHECK AS TO WHAT HE HAD TO SAY. IT SHOULD BE NOTED

THAT NO FBI REPRESENTATIVE WAS CONTACTED.^BB^^STA TED WARNER NEVER

REFERRED TO THE FBI AGAIN AND NEVER INTIMATED HE HAD ANY CONNECTIONS

WITH THE FBI. HE STATED HE RECALLED WARNER INDICATED THE METHODISTS

WERE BADLY INFILTRATED WITH COMMUNISTS AND MAY HAVE MENTIONED OTHER

CHURCH GROUPS SUCH AS THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, BUTi

END PAGE THREE



Q a A

\)
A^

-:.-..-*

PAGE FOUR

WAS NOT CERTAIN THAT THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES WAS MENTIONED.

HE STATED WARNER RANTED ABOUT COMMUNISTS AND GOT PEOPLE IN THE AUDIENCE

STIRRED UP BUT HE ADVISED THAT WARNER PROBABLY DID MORE HARM THAN GOOD.

^STATED IF A PERSON DID NOT KEEP THINKING ALONG WITH WARNER

HE MIGHT DRAW THE CONCLUSION THAT WARNER COULD HAVE BEEN CONNECTED

WITH THE FBI. HE ALSO STATED PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT THE TWO

STRANGERS WERE FBI MEN. HE ADVISED WARNER ALWAYS PROVED HIS POINTS BY

REFERRING TO COPIES OF/HE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD DEALING WITH THE

UNAMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE. HE STATED HE DID NOT THINK WARNER

SAID ANYTHING THAT COULD BE CONSTRUED IN ANY WAY AS REFLECTING ON THE

FBI, QUOTING THE FBI, OR MAKING ANY REFERENCE TO THE FBI AND COMMUNISM.

HE STATED THERE WAS NO TRANSCRIPT OF THE LECTURE AND THAT NO NOTES OF

THE MEETING WERE TAKEN BY HIM.

DALTON

END

CORRECTIONS

PAGE ONE LINE FIVE WORD TWO IS "ASSOCIATION"

PAGE FOUR LINE EIGHT WORD FIVE IS "THE"

ACK PLS

1-02AM OK FBI WA DW

££&<, &ywi£u4L/i&A:£
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SAC, Omaha

Director, FBI

December 6, 1948

INFORMANT
TOIL OF GUUBCBSS --: :

-~
:.:-- £*.£. ~/V:&V^/^\^~,= '-~" ^'iA RESEARCH MATTERS''...*. ;--; - 1^- :.\*:\— :-/Z*J

r' '-:'-' ;"V^'

Beference is node to your iel«typ« io *&• £iir«au dated
"

*/ qBecemb*r 3, 1948, captioned as above*
> ^;*\.

-'•" i -i
•. -'.

that

\A
V

Fnacourate atateRent tn4iis neve sheet*
The confusion of their information should be brought to the
attention of these men and it should be clearly pointed out to
them that no representative of the FBI made any such statement '_

as was alleged*

- Tou should advise the Bureau when this has been done*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UMOLASSIfIE

MAILED 13

*
;

DEC 6 1948 p.m.

j
U. S DEPARTKEN! OF JUSTICE

IT. Tolccm " '

lfr. C. A. THff
if . Clegg
IT. OUtIp
Mr. X*4fl.

58JAN 281949 J"

:V:r ?'•'

VxO
^

wr..
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DECEMBER 13, 2940

SAC, OUAHA BOUTINS

^INFORMANT, THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES* BEBULET

DECEL'BER SIXTH SUTEL INFORUATIOM BE BETBACTIOB OF SBBONEOUS STATEMENT

Iff PUBLIffATION OF HAROLD BAT AND CONTACTS 9ITH[

y.'» - 5o& 4 *7 - ^fO EOOTEB

BTCtUF

^^V

'ALL INFORMATION CONT*

HEREIN 12 U.iCLfV^P

*
\

^M*\c~

Mr. Tolaon
Mr. £. A. TSM
Mr. Clagg

^.-ss*---ifera* Mr. Clavln

Kr. NichBIS"
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Trac£
lit. Egen

{ Mr. OumeT
1 Mr. H»rbo

'

i

Mr. Wohr
Mr* Pennington
Mr. (Juifn
T*l». Rood
Mr. (tease

"

Ml.** Candx

ll-.VLC: : J'

DEC 13 t5^3

is* n

iJOPIES DESTROYED.

"l5 8 JAM 2 8 1949"

Midh-gjhy/

°*r:CM

vs°

^ i ^J
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TELETYPE

*]

k

fbi omaha

Director

ROUTINE

12-14-48 152 PM CST BFC

o '-*• CJk&fit*?++*/

/

r:INFORMANT, THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. REBUTEL J!/ r,£

DECEMBER THIRTEEN. CHURCH PUBLICATION PUBLISHED BY REV. HAROLD

Y^DAY^AND ASSOCIATE IS NOW IN PROCESS OF PUBLICATION FOR MONTH

OF DECEMBER. DAY ADVISES A RETRACTION WILL APPEAR IN THE SAME SPACE

OCCUPIED BY ORIGI NAL STATEMENT . WILL FURNISH COPY TO BUREAU. HE

FURTHER ADVISES HE CONTACTED DR. WILLIAM E. WARNER, PROFESSOR OF

EDUCATION, OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY, WHO WflOTE HIM ON DECEMBER. TENTH

ADVISING HE HAS NEBER HAD ANY CONNECTION WITH THE FBI AND HE IS

NOW LIEUTENANT COLONEL IN ORGANIZED RESERVES. AT THE TIME^HE MADE

THE SPPECH BEFORE THE IOWA STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION HE WAS

NOT ACCOMPANIED BY ANY FBI MEN BUT WAS ACCOMPANIED BY R. W.

NEBERGALL, CHIEF OF THE IOWA BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION AND

QUOTE CERTAIN INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS UNQUOTEM IN HIS LETTER HE

DID NOT INDICATE TO REV. DAY WHETHER HE HAD MADE ANY STATEMENT

INDICATING THE FEDERAt C OF C WAS COMMUNISTIC. UNABLE TO CONTACT /

BUT EXPECT TO INTERVIEW THEM ON DECEMBER FIFTEEN

OR SIXTEENNEXT. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED. •**.£
^ !— ——^» , — —

. y DALTON

IRP.N IS/UMCLASStf %lA\1
252PM OK FBI t^jHfj^C /^^BY^^^tT

"XT 13 X
34 DEC20JS48



STANDARD FORM MO. 64

Office ^Aemovandum • united stater government :

TO

FRj

^2^ SUBJECT:

DIBECTOR, FBI Attn: Mr. Cartvright "\ .'

(0fy&§ SAC, OMAHA

DATE: December 23, 1948

WPOHMAET
teetehajl TCOEC II OF CHUHCEES
RESEABCH HATTEBS

^v
/"' fie teleti'pe from this office dated December 3, 1943, and Bureau letter

dated December 6, 1948.

Enclosed herewith is the December 1948 issue of a periodical published
in the interest of the Iowa Association of Eegular Baptist Churches- It will be
noted that on the first page of this issue is a correction relative to the state-
ment published concerning the TBI in the November issue. There is also attached
a ccpy of a letter from HABOS&^QAY, Pastor of the North Court Baptist Church, •

Ottumwa, Iowa, dated December 17} 1948, fi^ t
l£^/

yU

yrviewed
Mio advlsea zd&z when" fie gave"

"was correct, however, on reviewing the
Batter he stated he was not certain that the Federal Council of Churches had been
mentioned. Further, that he apparently had the Military Intelligence in mind when
he quoted the FBI. He indicated that he regretted the whole incident very much.
He was informed very definitely that no FBI representative was present at this
teachers' convention, nor had any FBI representative made any such statement.

vas also *u»B3nricv.Bu »? *genM| pciaimea that Se^had never
-

indicated to Heverend DAY tte^Jr^SREBEwB^connected with the FBI. He said
that Dr. WARNEB did mention something about his having cooperated with the FBI
in some campus investigation at the University of Ohio at Columbus; that WAREEE
vent on to request all teachers to be on the lookout for Communist propaganda-~—*"-* in educational and religious fields. WAENEE mentioned, according to

the publication known as the "Classmate", which is published by the
Church for Juveniles. He could not recall whether the Federal Council

of Churches was mentioned. He indicated that the story relative to the FBI being
present at this meeting nay hare started byreason of the fact there was a stranger
in the audience and a man sitting next to J ^remarked, "That's probably an FBI

\>

man."

f> oeen in

r>j

_
s definitely advised that no representative of the FBI had

y
w— *«^v^uuauee at the teachers' meeting and that no representative had made ^J &ay such statement as alleged. J&*~S

*A
Both of the men appeared to be sincere, but misinformed, and both

indicated their regret over the entire incident brought about by their inaccurate
- conclusion. ^

VA
.0

EHC. m'JNFORMATlON CONTW

, MHN MNCLASStBED/
\»JAN |Slfe^LBYJ&Sw«#

INDEXED • 130

mm - 130 I-?-*-
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NOETH COURT BAPTIST CHUECH

1411 North Court Street
Ottumwa, Iowa

HABOLD DAT, PASTOB
PHCrE 5857J

V,

December 17 f 1948

• Mr* J. L. Dalton,
.

v
-.

' *'•/'.; .-'"
T-.'V <- '"' '.'-.',

., vV-' :

" :"-''"'
- /.V.'

•'

Tederal Bureau of Investigation, •

»""*'
"•.•/.*!.- -• '; /^V ."•/ ,

'.'••"•

1010 Federal Office Building, V.; l y; ;V ... \

^
'-
-;

', ^ \. "-v ;';; '; "/:'
. /^; *,\ >:•,

Omaha, -Nebraska* "-.-'- .'.:,/* .*-..,
.

.'; : '•;.-' : -v " ;**"
: 'vV" -' :

"
;

\;.;

Dear Sir: •

Enclosed you vlll find a copy of our current issue of our
state Nevsheet in which appears a correction of an item ve '

published last month. ,

Ve are Tery sorry to have caused the I•B.I. undue criticism.

Ve published the item in the November fia sue believing our source
of information to be definitely reliable without taking the
necessary time to investigate.

Ve assure that anything similar will not occur again and wish to
thank your men for their kindness and considerations in dealing
with us in this matter. \ -\ .;>.-/ . ^ :

. :.. v ;;>

Sincerely,
;

.

/s/ kAHOLD DAT

-.' -• *' *

COPT

ssiisP-
sC^DATE WA

-:--tt1U /oo-3"o&> J-fJ.
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Volume No. 1—Number 2

GIVE ME A NAME
To Be Published Monthly in the Intent of the Iowa Association of Regular Baptist Churches. December, 1948

*???! .Session At Rally Reaches 700
Kallv Sidelights " -s—

.Rally Sidelights
AND

Personalities

The Grand Rapids Bible School Quar-
tette thrMed us with their singing of
the Gospel. A singing ministry is surely

* needed in our day.
The Des Moines Register and TCbune

showed a fine interest in the Rally. The
office called to find out all details of
the Rally, and also sent a photographer
and reporter to cover the Rally. A pic-
tiApf four of the young people appear*HP the Register of December 27.

Dr. Bob Ketcham's four glasses of dirty
and clean water, and clean water hit
the nail squarely on the head as to
meaning separation. Truth mixed with
error equals error. Bob should put his
mathematical equations in print Em-
bryo preachers were having a time keep,
ing up. y

Bob Burns, the animated missionary
dynamo from Association of Baptists for
World Evangelism again proved his
worth to the Youth work. This time
washing dishes in the Grandview kitch-
en.

Was that Ray Pritz with a dish towel
in his hand? Teh, Teh, now Ray, who
taught you such menial tasks?
Archie Ve)tm«n flnallv found-tta^ to

stop serving tables to welcome the Rally
to his church—about time for us ail
go home.

Pressing Problem Number One!
Rev. Archie Veltman, entertaining pas-

tor at Grandview, where our Fall Rally
was held, estimated the crowd at the
final session of the Rally to be about
700. 438 weje registered at mid-after-
noon and the smallest of the day ses-
sions reached about 500 in attendance.
Pew vacant seats could be found any*
where in the church auditorium that
seats 600.

From the opening song at 10:45 A.M.P
until the invitation was given at the
close of Joe McCaba's evening message,
the day was filled with good spiritual
food and Bible Study tuned for young
people, and ringing a clear bell for
separation.

About 40 churches were represented,
coming from every section of the State.A few of the I. A. R. B. churches were-
missing, but several churches were pre-
sent who are not in fellowship with the
1. A. R. B. C. The church group coming
the farthest was from Waukon. We have
no record of the largest delegation pre-
sent, but more than, one had groups
from 25-40.

F

The program was varied and fit the
needs of young people. Ray Pritz guid-
ed the musical programs of the day. Dr
Bob Ketcham opened our understanding
of the falsities of the theory Evolution
and the necessity of Separation. Joe
McCaba gave us a real breath of mis-
sionary challenge and many young-folk* *
came forward to dedicate their lives for
Christian service. Bob Gardner filled
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en.

Was that Ray Pritz with a dish towel
In his hand?. Teh, Teh, now Ray, who
taught you such menial tasks?

Archie VeHmfln finally found-Urna to

atop serving tables to welcome the Rally
'';'" to his church—about time for us all to

'.

z go home.
• Orchids in bundles to the folks in

' *' * Grandview for taking care of us so well.

So many more arrived than were pre-

viously registered that' arrangements
*- -were difficult to mak*.
v: Joe McCaba has a God-given knack of

•getting spiritual truth down where
< young people get ahold of what he talks

about. Rev. McCaba is head of Africa
Christian Missions, a GJLR.B. approved
.mission.

Did you ever hear gospel music come
^jout of a clarinet like we heard it at

jj^Me Rally? Give God your musical tal-
* ^^Jts young folks. He will use them.

The bus driver on one of the chartered
busses sat in on nearly every service and
remarked on "how the Baptists preach."

Vernon Konarske, who annually takes
1 all our, camp slide pictures was float*

ing around '•shooting the Rally."
Mrs. Gardner—Blohdie to you—turned

several shades not found in the rain-
bow when presented with a gift by the
ministers of the State.

Mrs. Rtfyburn, wife of the new pas-
tor at Greene, presided at the piano.
We welcome* all new talent available
for our meetings.

Joe McCaba had us straining our
drinking water with our teeth in the
afternoon and taking a bath in sand at
night. No wonder our missionaries come
home broken in health.

Give Me A Name Contest
Gets A Flying Start

The contest to get a name for
the new State Paper resulted in
a flood of suggestions being sent
in to the State Office. We wUl
continue the contest one more
month. Send in as many sugges-
tions as you wish. Remember we
will have a prize of a beautiful
Bible or Christian Literature if you
already have a good Bible. Send
all names to Box 169, Forest City,
Iowa.

i»*!!»::?

This puts before your eyes a picture of some of our problems concerning our
camp. We rejoice that open doors are before us for purchasing and de-
veloping a permanent camp grounds for not only our Y.' P. but for Bible Con-
ference work. We truj»t God will establish a permanent work devoted to the
position of separation from all forms of apostarcy. Think of the value in eter-
nity of having not only a Christian Life Camp, but an annual I. A. R. B. C.
Bible Conference. The possibilities are endless. Right now we are in a
position to take the first step towards the realization of that dream.

We are crowded now, but, thank God, when the present needs arise we
have a way out. The first step will be an authorization by the local
churches for the Council and permanent grounds committee to go ahead
not bind any local church to a financial commitment, but is necessary for
the committee to begin to act. The committee cannot act without the con-
sent of he churches. We rejoice and share with you our rejoicing over a
report which has reached us. A group of young people returned from camp
to their church, and according to the pastor, brought a revival with them.
The pastor now reports that in recent revival srevices 43 souls were saved.

This is one of many fine reports received. Pray with us for faith and o-
bedience to follow the leading of the Lord.

Bob Ketcham opened our understanding
of the falsities of the theory Evolution,
and the necessity of Separation. Joe
McCaba gave us a real breath of mis-
sionary cnauenge and many young folk*
came forward to dedicate their lives for
Christian service. Bob Gardner filled
in for Archie Veltman in leading the
Open Forum Hour on "How To Carry
On Your Young People's Services."
Many practical suggestions came out

of the Forum.
We would be interested to* know how

many would like anoiher Rally next
fall? Does any church wish to invite
us for the day after Thanksgiving in
1949?

Christ's Lowly Birth, and Why
Mabel Glenn Haldeman

When Jesus Christ came down to earth,
Exceeding humble was His birth;

Within the inn no room was found
For place of birth, but near the ground
In manger bed the Infant slept,

While Heaven vigil o'er Him kept.

Though in equality with God,
For us He passed beneath the rod;
Was "found in fashion as a man",
When our redemption He began.
He left His riches up on high,
And came a poor Man here to die.

No reputation had He here,

But served until the Cross was near;
Nowhere had He to lay His head,
Unless in someone's proffered bed.
When penalty for sin He paid
Within a borrowed tomb was laid.

/

Our Financial Policy

For the present, the State Paper la

financed by the love offerings of the
churches, and individuals who feel led
of the Lord to help us along. We hope
to keep it a news sheet of what is go-
ing on in the State. We send the paper
in bundles to the various churches and
you may receive them at the local
church. However, if you wish to have
it sent you personally for some reason
or another, we will be glad to do so.
Send us your name and address. Some
of your folks may not be attending
an IARB church and thus would miss
copies. All funds and communications
should be sent to Bob. Gardner, State
Youtji Director and Missionary^Box 169
Forest City, Iowa. ' \^

He came the poor to lift and save, /
That vict'ry banners they might wav/;
He healed each broken-hearted on*
Who came to Him when day was, done.
They felt compassion in His toucjh, . j

And then they loved Him, oh, so' much!

Since He's ascended from this earth,
Have we refused Him second birth
Within our hearts, where He cjn be
Exalted King eternally?
Or have we there allowed Him sway
Until that coming Rapture day?

He left the glories of the sky,
To come to earth for us to die; \
So God has highly raised Him where
A Home for us He shall prepare/*
And where no manger, Cross, or tpmb
Will e'er be given place or room! *

"A CORRECTION"
Last month, under the caption

"Live Ammunition", we reported
that an F. B. I. representative
stated before a State Teachers
Meeting in Des Moines, that the
Federal Council of Churches is

Communistic. We wish to correct
that report by saying, "this state-
ment was NOT made by a repre-
sentative of the F. B. I."

However, the man giving the
address is in another department
of our government and has since
given us much valuable informa-
tion concerning the infiltration of
Communism into our churchea.

I

i

/
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IDAHO FORM NO. 64

•c
Office Memorandum • unit

to : Mr. Tolson

'STATES GOVERNMENT
1.1

^,; datb: December 30, 1948

FROM

^ X^SUBJBCT

Mr* Nichols

o
"RESEARCH MATTERS'

INFORMANT
*IL OF CHURCHES

^>
$i£*

Reference is made to my previous memorandum setting
out the facts ascertained in connection with the erroneous
statement published in a Baptist Church newspaper of Ottumwa,
Iowa, several weeks ago to the effect that a FBI Agent in a
session before the State Teachers 9 Meeting in Des Moines, Iowa,
made a statement attributing communistic character to the Federal
Council of Churches*

The Omaha Office has ascertained that the statement
referred to was actually made by one Dr. William fr^Warner of
Ohio State University, an ex-army officer, and that the reason
for attributing it to the Bureau representative was tlrrough a
chain of information transmitted to the Reverend Earol^Day, a
Baptist minister of Ottumwa who published the paper* Rehert

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Toleon
C. A. Tub
Clegg

Mr. Giavln

Mr.
Mr.

Nichols
Rosen

Mr. Trecy
Mr. ttan
Mr.
Mr.

Burned
Hexbo

Mr. Mohr
Mr. **eiuungton
Mr. Qulnn Turn
Tale. Room
Mr. Ne&se
Hiss nojjwB
Hies otndj

1^
>::.'<?

oj the paper on the first page and he has' done this
in the issue for December, 194Q3 a copy of which attached.

in

«»«

1%

Bot/il lanJ l/ioi;e been
by Special AgeiW^^^^ff^^Hmia Offic^^fnHi&u e acknowledged their error
and careless reporting of the situation. Both of these men indicated
that they were at fault in loosely reporting the matter and regretted
the error very much.

Both individuals, according to the Omaha Office, appeared
to be sincere and their statements indicated a favorable attitude
during the interview.

It is believed that the action taken
retraction and in straightening out the mental
two individuals has taken care of the situation and
action is necessary*

in obtaining a
confusion of the

that no further

5 8JAN 28194?

f-P

.-31
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SAC, Nov York

Director, FBI

/VpHURCH STATISTICS

Kerch 31, 1949

+J. O
It is requested that en Agent of jour offlee contact the Federal

Cornell of ,Chgrchee, 297 - 4th Avenue, Hew York 10, Hew York, for tne purpose «
of ascertaining the following infonoationi

The total church uenbership In the faltod States* (This figure
should include all denondnatioos, eects, etc* It is not
desired that it be broken down by denoBdnation*)

i*

.

The total nunber of children attending Sunday School in the United
States*

Total church expenditures and total church contributions*

It is desired that the above data be the latest available* The
information should be forwarded to the Bureau indicating the -date represented
in each instance and should also show the source of the information* The Agent
making this contact should also ascertain if possible when similar, more up-
to-date information wiU be available*

'AHmORATION
HfREIH $ UNCLASS1

«F»M4«iCATlONS SECTION

RAILED 9
1349 P.M.

INVESTIGATION

Nl Of JUSTICE

71 Mtt 6 1649 n
i

;
&

/VlU:
I*



RWOMD FORM NO. 64 #^V / " * /^V /^ \

Ojpftf Memorandum • united states government

'7"3

TO : Director, FBI

/
FROM :~) flfc^ New York

SUBJECT:^01IURCH.-STATISTICS
©FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA

DATB: April 8, 1949

*s
Rebulet, 3/31/49.

Dr. BSJSON T. LANDES, Director of the Department of Research and
Education of the

^
Federal.Council of Churches of Christ in America, 2*59 Fourth

Avenue, New York City, advised "as"'follows: ^^

1. The Grand total of membership in all religious bodies in the

United States was 77,386,188. This figure includes all denominations. Dr.

BENSON stated that this is the official estimate as of 1947 - 1948. The next

official estimate will be approximately August, 1949« (A complete breakdown
and explanation will be found in the enclosure beginning at the bottom of

page 1, the source of which is the "Christian Herald").
DK

r-:^.v.:

2. As to the total number of children attending Sunday Schools in
the United States, the latest information are the figures for 1942 and prior
years including all denominations found in the 1943 Yearbook of American
Churches containing information from 258 Religious bodies as follows:

Pupils (enrolled)
Officers and Teachers
Number of Schools

22,776,620
2,324,000
213,424

61-

Dr. BENSON stated these were the latest figures he had in his

possession and had no knowledge as to when up to date figures would be avail-
able for to his knowledge no recent figures are being computed.

3. As to toal church expenditures and total church contributions
Dr. BENSON stated there is no complete report available. However, he stated
that the June, 1944 issue of the "Survey of Current Business" published by the
Department of Commerce, it was estimated that the total estimated contributions
were $720,800,000. Dr. BENSON stated that was only an estimate and stated
further that in his estimation the present figure was approximately one billion
a year. Dr. BENSON suggested that the July, 1948, issue of the "Survey of
Current Business" published by the Department of Commerce in Y*ashington, D. C.

be referred to for the latest estimation. ^

'all informa^^ „,™,„,™.
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February 17, 1949
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Tour litter dated February 14, 1949,
hoe been received, J regret that I cannot be of
eervioe in connection with your request for
information which may be in the filee of thie
Bureau, ae, tn accordance with a longstanding

, ^.
policy, our filee are confidential and available ±\r
for official uee only* I an euro you will under-**^.
etand the reaeon for thie rule and that no inference
will be drawn that we do, or do not, have information
in our filee becauee of my inability to be of
as distance. The thoughts prompting your communication
are indeed appreciated, and I am enclosing eone
material which I thought would be of intereet to you*

In reeponee to your further inquiry, it
te suggested that you oomunioate directly with the
Chairman, Committee on Un-American Activities,
Boom 226, Bouse of Representatives, Washington, J>* C;
with a viow to obtaining the desired information*

Sincerely yours,

i^Wmrim contained -
HEREIN IS UM.lLASSIfl.EIJ •

reto **w^fr

'1

V^

ilEi
Di^>A*%
0: A*

<>\V

tytkHHt Duped by the Communm***^
Director's Statement' before thejjfmtee
Bed Fascism in theiffrited StatiMi^oday

dfttoft&WlONS SECTION

MAILED 8
Mr. P»nnltttmi

—
Br. Qutm T1b__
1*M. Roo»

Hlaf <*n&Z

h a *»,

3-.
FEB 18 1949 P.M.
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I would like to knort^ff I could get

information about tpslforiA Council of

Churches and the^ederal Council of churches

of America. I understand they have officials

irho are communistic and that they have a

reputation of spreading communism.

I -would very much like to have

this information and any other that you

could give me. Thanking you in advance

Yours respectfully

TOTINFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREW^NClASaHH)
DAT£i»-BY^W

INDEXED - 41

\

/QO J6o'^
NOT RECORDED
43 1UN "1 Wfe

V,

I
I
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May 20, 19li9

/#£— &&&$-.$ ¥-

Your letter dated May 9* 19l49>

has been received. While I would like to
be of service you are advised that the files
of this Bureau are required by Departmental
regulations to be maintained as confidential
and available for official use only. No
inference should be drawn, however, that we
do, or do not, have information concerning
the organizations mentioned in your letter
because of my inability to be of assistance.
It is a pleasure to enclose some material
which I thought might be of interest to you. :

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosure ] \ . ;,,.; \

God or Chaos?
How To Fight Conraunism

**»

ARA:mcp-mcp

M'INFORMATSON COKTAii ijED

vWlERElNKLUnClA^FlEy •

6fc JUN 2DAfl^ffl^&tjUr
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Dear Sirst

V, May 16,1949.

«>

fV

Can you give me any information re The Federal Council of

Churches? I think it has been charged with being a Communist Front,

y Is there any truth in the charge? I thank you.

tei

'/

ALllMFnR^ATlON CONTAINS

\tf Ra»RD£D-l36
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THE EFFFORT of John C Bennett to exploin

, H™1 . ^ fc
,0t c°Pito,l«"'- thot, even

£J2ZL" P">bob,y «om. truth in it. stote-

h !. lif u L
onyway. we had better accept

» a, the best that could have been agreed to

JS!L«r*
fa/ *»•»»«• A. confusing impret

•ion made by the original declaration and to

JET"?!
he con*t«">otion which the averageand, at Amsterdam, apparently unrepresented

Christian layman must feel at the economic
deliverance, of the Protestantism of which heu presumed to be a part.

In the United States today there are tens of

h£urT5 ° v
hris,ian

!

aymen- te whom *•luxury of writing resolutions is not vouch-

SSi.
who

.
Gre

1

d«vo»^ to the capitalist sys-
1 S^SSS^ Th d

.

eva*,ion
- *» the minds of the

cJicne-ndden left, » in itself proof of ignor-ance or venality-are daily giving courage-
ous evidence that our capitalist economy canbe used to advance Christian objectives. Their
defense of capitalism i, not on the ground
that it is perfect, but on two other grounds,
both products of their own Christian-capitalist
experience. First, though capitalism is not per-
fect, they, more by sweat than by rumination,
ore proving that it is perfectible. Second, they
are proving that the shortcomings of capital-
ism are not inherent, but human, and that a
more perfect economy waits, not upon a basic
ally changed system, but upon more basically
changed people.

J

Operation Evangelical

rJfJ*" Chr
.

l«,lan' who" concern for a more
Christian world is deeper than his desire to be
ideologically In vogue, those two fads about
our economic system are more portentous than
«ny others. Moreover, they lift the business of
° "^ Chri«,fan economic order out of the
oreo of secular undertakings where, in these

~ EOZJW our •ed«««tical leadership so
3L loves to linger and put it squarely in that field

flLj¥0n
fl*fr°' T""**?"* fer which, as I un-

. ,> ) J ll l)l,.! l I I IIIUIM IllMUn'l,,!,,,,, .

o ??u *i'
m* ^urch n djvinery ordained.

But the Amsterdam declaration neither rec-
ognizes these facts nor accepts their chal-
lenge. It pays a glowing tribute-the force ofwhid. is only slightly diminished by its quali-
fications-to the reasons why "communism
makes so strong an appeal to great masses
ot people in many parts of the world." For
those Christian laymen who are making capi-

ri.
*"?• ° T ? ad«iuate expression of the

Christian ideal, it has only the scantiest, infer-
ential mention and no tribute whatsoever. It
issues no call to the church to increase its
spiritual labors so that the number and zeal of
such laymen may be increased.

For all Professor Bennett's efforts to edit the
original declaration into greater portability,
the whole emphasis, tone and atmosphere of
the statement are designed to produce the
feeling that capitalism-though parentheti-
cally conceded to have some fortuitous good-
is an essentially unchristian system from
which flow most of the economic and many of
the spiritual ills of modern man and society,
•n which there is little challenge to the Chris-
tian layman to work out and apply his con-
victions, and from which, into an unspecified
something better, the Christian church is called
to lead the way.

Where Does It leave the laymen?
Where does thot leave the Christian layman
»Jcno

.

w
*.mot tho$# conclusions are, in fact,

not true? It leaves him where, on such matters,
he is so often left, ocutery aware that having
72!

h7 lo
.
•ontond with the world, the flesh

and the devil-handful enough-he can expect
also to have to defend himseff against the ill-
conceived attacks of the fees of his own spir-
itual household.

Speaking of the "most controversial sent-
ence" in the Amsterdam document. Professor
Bennett agrees that it "Is worded in such a
¥* ^t10 ,**•J

mhun<fc'*tood by Americans.'^SB? IT„!> *"* tmnimt* *»"*.•?-+.. directly
y

--%2
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brockets capitalism with communism. Profes-

sor Bennett could with no less truth have said,

"repudiated by Americans*" But, he goes on

to say, "It is essential to remember that Ams-

terdam was a world assembly, that thinking

In the church outside this country is quite far

to the left of most thinking in American Protes-

tant churches," and that "without this sentence,

or an equivalent one saying what this was

intended to say the report would not be as

adequate an ecumenical document as in fact

it has proved to be."

Reassuring to a believer in capitalism as

those remarkable sentences are doubtless in-

tended to be, they are hardly likely to increase

one's confidence in ecumenical deliverances or

in the process-if this is a sample-by which

they are arrived at. For Amsterdam was not

speaking on secondary matters on which hon-

orable compromises are possible. Amsterdam

essayed, in the name of Protestantism, to set

forth basic principles. But, as I have said and

as Professor Bennett seems to admit, the con-

clusions and convictions about capitalism set

forth in this declaration are not in accord with

-they are quite contrary to-the conclusions

and convictions about capitalism held by a

vast majority of the members of Americas

Protestant churches. In short, if the "priesthood

of all believers" U still an accepted doctrine,

they are contrary to the conclusions and con-

victions of American Protestantism.

Europe Had the Votes

Why, then, were they agreed to? Not be-

cause they were right or even true to fact, but

rather as the Bennett argument runs, because,

right or wrong, those were the princip es that

had the votes. Thus in order to establish the

appearance of a unity which in fact did not

exist, the convictions of American Protestantism

were surrendered into agreement with those

of a European Protestantism with whidi in

fad » does not agree. It seems to me that
H

In passing, it may not be uncharitable to

point out that, as Professor Bennett is at great

pains to make clear, this conclusion about

capitalism was drawn up to conform to the

leftist beliefs of the churchmen of Europe-a

Europe which, without the daily sustenance

furnished at great risk and cost by that capi-

talism, would be along with the churchmen

in question, fpr on the road to perishing.

From the point of view of the lay outsider,

however, even more amazing than the oppor-

tunism which Professor Bennett so frankly de-

scribes is his further statement: "It is highly

significant that in hours of discussion of the

report in the section and in the plenary ses-

sion of the Assembly only once was there

voiced criticism of the document from the point

of view of a defender of capitalism."

Protestant America Not Represented

What this means is simply that, among the

representatives of American Protestantism at

Amsterdam, the convictions of Protestant

America had little or no representation, either

by voice or by vote. Either our representatives

did not know American Protestantism well

enough to represent it; or, by knowing, they

felt no great sense of responsibility to speak

as its representatives; or, disagreeing with

what they knew, they used Amsterdam to put

the church ostensibly on record in support of

what they, out of their own predilections,

wanted it to appear that the churches believe

in. At any rate, what we got was not repre-

sentation, but a composite of free-lance judg-

ments which derived significance from the

fact that they were made in the name of

Protestantism, and the onus for which Protes-

tantism must therefore now bear.

I am sure that the truth and, I firmly be-

lieve, our continuing progress toward a more

Christian economy would have been better

served if at this point an American minority j«
had entered a dissenting opinion—even at the

risk of a rift in the ecumenjc^ fjonj.^^ „
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"HjE.EFFFORT of John C. Bennett to explain ..I]

From the standpoint of the present crisis

and of our Christian opportunity for the im-

mediate future, the key sentence in this decla-

ration is this: "The churches should reject the

ideologies of both communism and iaissez

faire capitalism and should seek to draw men
away from the false assumption that these
are the only alternatives/' As originally drawn
vp, capitalism and communism were brack-
eted in this sentence without any qualifica-

tions. In that form it actually passed the

Assembly, with only two dissenting votes.

'Only Taft Was Articulate

Chiefly owing to the efforts of Charles P.

Taft—one of the few bona fide American lay-

men present and apparently the only one who
could make himself heard—the matter was re-

opened and "Iaissez faire" reluctantly inserted.

Though that may have slightly softened the
public repercussions—fa not very noble objec-
tive—it certainly added nothing to the integ-
rity of the document. For one thing, there is

little evidence to support this glib assertion
that Iaissez faire capitalism, bad as it may
have been when there was any, can in truth

be bracketed with present-day communism, as
though their respective evils were comparable.
But to bracket Iaissez faire capitalism as
though it still existed, with the present and
very lively threat of communism is not only a
careless handling of the truth. In a document
which is "commended to the churches" as a
guide for present thinking and action, it seems
to me a downright deception.

Whatever their ideological quirks, the dele-
gates at Amsterdam—certainly the American
delegates—could not have been in any doubt
that Iaissez faire capitalism has ceased to be
either a threat or an issue. One is led to con-
clude that, after voting the original unquali-
fied statement, they accepted the insertion of
this misleading phrase only so that their real
intention—namely, to condemn, not Iaissez

faire capitalism, but capitalism-might be
omewhat concealed.

I do not intend to discuss the catalogue of
vils which the Amsterdam declaration fastens
n capitalism save to say that, over against
ach of its anti-capitalist negatives, one could
et up—as Amsterdam made no attempt to do
-a pro-capitalist positive and that, in terms of
hristian achievement and possibility, the latter
st would have closer kinship with the truth and
reater significance for the average Christian.
But the most disturbing fact in this listing of

lleged capitalist evils is the revelation of how
ar the church—at least in the persons of its

cclesiastical leadership at Amsterdam—has
ansferred its concern from the spiritual busi-
es* of converting man to the secular busi-
es* of converting man's institutions. For the
*ils which Amsterdam itemizes are not, by
ny stretch of either history or imagination,
rils of capitalism.

Amsterdam's Secular Assumption
Evil No. 1, that "capitalism tends to subordi-
ite what should be the primary task of any
onomy—the meeting of human needs—to the
onomic advantages of those who have most
>wer over its institutions," was met and stir-
igly contended with 800 years before Christ
" the prophet Amos. Evil No. 2, that capital-

i "tends to produce serious inequalities," is

» same evil which, as long before Amos as
odus 3:6, stirred the wrath of Jehovah and
Bused Moses to action. Evil No. 3, that "capi-
ism has developed a practical form of ma-
ialism in Western nations, for it has placed
> greatest emphasis upon success in making
tney," was an evil about which Jesus spoke
ener than about almost any other. As for
I No. 4, that capitalism "has kept the peo-

> of capitalist countries subject to . . . social
ttstrophes," it might be instructive to read
ginning in Exodus 41) the story of "social

"astrophe" with which Joseph had to dear,
fer thotmatter, any of the forty-eight Old

:•"£#£***.-?*
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once of its emphasis, Amsterdam made itappear that the most e».ntial measure for•oc^et/s redemption U not our own Internalrepentance, but the world', external reform?But this, I think, I, the real tragedy of the
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Amsterdam declaration: that, havinrattackeda capitalism which has ceased to exii foVevH,
» did not create in order to point the way to a
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Kay 25, 1949

EX-127

rf^.

*T;^ Tour letter of May 16, 1949, has been received.
I regret that I cannot be of senrioe in connection with
your request for information which say be in the files of
thie Bureau, as in accordance with Depart&ental regulations,
our files are confidential and available for official use
only. X am sure you will understand the reason for thie
rule and that no inferenoe will be drawn that we do, or do
not, have information in our files because of my inability
to be of assistance.

W:rlc &fc

John Edgar Hoover
Director

I.R.-?

Mr. Olm^ln

Hr. Menole
-

Mr. Rosen
""

Mr. Trecy

Mr* Pennington
Mr. Qulnn Tmb
Tele. Roo»

Mier *nd5^
f>

'ALL INFORMATION
CONTAINED J

Gu)

</*V
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Mr. John ^dcar, Hoover, Director

De^r friend of the hr~vic*.n peonle,

I am a minister in a group associated with "Th^frederal
^Council of Churches p^ChristJLn Ameri ca,." Recently~^y^e5r"
have been opened to note sofne rather strange movements and
declarations and doctrines of the above mentioned Council .

In reading today, I came across a paragraph quoting from
the report of the Intelligence Dept. of the U. S. Navy, such
report being incorporated in the Congressional record of the
Fouse of ,Uxr. 17, 19*5. The su~ total oi this renort led ae
to understand that the "Federal Council,..", is a lartre, rad-
ical and nacifistic organization, alwavs extremelv active in
any matter against national defense."

Other ^*^?rts vrhich have come to me ^ake it imperative
for ae : c T.ake a definite decision about remaining associated
"ri th such a questionable rroun.

I'm sure that vou, possessing a vast sum of information
concerning s^ch erronns,. will be able to help me.

\ I'm not asking for anvthine b^t the truth f no matter how ha^d
or bad it «*ill be. T*- : : + come of vour information wm
cause *e -r m** = * dec^--n + hat will affect mv entire future
as \*.*=11 as that of my familv.

Flease trv to heln me. Thank you verv much.

As .just one voice of th» American nAr»pi*
?

i*t, m9 thank
you for +he ha^d work *nd tiresome ho^rs you have nut forth
in ?/* effort .? r*re?erve cr erre-»t countrv from crim^ and
communis*!. f

L'ay God bl»c«? -"-nu and rive vou the needed wi'sdoa for
such a cri ran+.T r. t^:> and ma,r God crive vou th» str^neth needed,
ts wr rn-a^r ''or "ou and vour staff.

,-AO

ALL INFORMATION
CONTAIN

HEREIN IS UNCLAo3lR
CD—

'

datf44^--by^

\«0» J?
23 AUG 5 19»

U

if

A <f. J C- c-a Ojuk,
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July 20, 2949

/T-1 U
Dcaft 4>

Tour letter dated July 20$ 1949^ has V
been received*

While I would like very much to be
of service in connection with your inquiry,
you :re advised that information in our files
is required by Departmental regulations jgb ft*
maintained ae strictly corfidentic! and J&r^ ^

of/icicluse only. /»© inference should -&e . £ . !£
drawn, however, that v>c do or do not hav,e -"^5
in our /iles information concerning the v$*panfe ;

ration mentioned in your letter, becaus^of jxn E
inability to be of assistance* :& ^ * ?

\- ^ ^ 3
You pay be sure that the thougf&sZohich

prompted your 'communication are appreciated, and
J cm taking the liberty of enclosing same material
vhich I thought night be of interest to you*

I also wanted to express my gratitude
for your commendatory references to my administration
of the activities of the TBI and I do hope thct cur
efforts will alvays be Reserving of such corfidence
and approval.

ALL INFORMATION
CONTAINEDnccrely yours^

V* m.

t MREINaSAvj
I^DATE

CLASS
J. BSgar Boots*

Nv
m

fcr. Ournu
i'x. harbo
Mr. fconr *,.

Tele. Rod* ; ;

L'nc lofcn

Direc-

SECT4fo#* Edgar Hooi&zd^

MAILED 3
rector

o

Xes
JUL 2 < 1949 ™-

war owd^;
J

Cod Or C/M|O^?(wl8UREAU 0FINVESTI6ATH»

, tf I U. *. OH-ARTKEHT Of JUSTICE *

Ob** LnyM ARA:aip+£

63iAUG^1S4S..



c
fir. 1 ^V Y U»ooer

zn^A ;; /* y/

[OLu o_\> u^ c^ v^cvA4ev -\-U«cV

A/e^v- S.V :

-VUA- u ^ ^- "

ev/A

1 **s

&f. .
**/.•**

Y



90 90
0U,r *y JYcn*.

[

77*

in d

tf*><~
us?// 7'^'^e- // t£~~ „„ «.«J,*,*S u,^.

** /YeV&J.W JU~/

J- ?7

v>-



^

August 4, 1949
<f

'4F
t --

-"- //'
*/"-..;- .a^

./
ya/-

>»

Dear

Tour letter dated July 29s 1949M
hoe been received*

While X would very yuch like to be :

of services by BepartvtentaL^ruling^ the files
of thic Bureau are confidfnti SI -end available
for official use only and 1 j&. unable to be

of nssi stance in thie instance!* I <*& sure /?<>

you ^i 11 understand the reasoii for this rule
and will draw no. inference thitt we do. or do
net) have information about the organisation
or individual you mentioned because of vty

inability to be of

vr

assistance: in this instance*

For your information* the editor
who elatm* that the FBI lists the Federal
Council of Churches as Covmunist is grossly
mistaken* This Bureau reaches no conclusions
whatever concerning persons dr organizations
and is strictly a fact finding agency*

ELL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN$ UMClASSJHPn

U

DATE-

Si nee rely
i W yout^m

Mr. Tolson
Mr. Clegg
Mr. OlaTln
Mr. mid """"

Mr. Nlchole^
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Trmcy

Mr. Oumea_
Mr. Karbo
Mr. kohr

~~

Pennington__
Mr. Quinn Tim""
Tele. Roo»

~

*r. ttoase
Miar Oandy

JoHn Edgar poovsr
Dtreottr

/?"/
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September 9, 1949

V". ..* •

^^l

Jour letter dated September 5, 1949,
ftae fteen receiped« ^

Jn response to your inquiry, you ore
advised that thie Bureau has issued no list of
subversive organisations and has not listed in

that manner the organisation to vhich you referred
For your information, material contained tn our
files is required by Departmental regulations
to be maintained as confidential and for official
use only*

Tou are further advised that under
dates of September 21, 1948 and April SS, 1949,
the United States Civil Service Commission
released lists of organisations designated by
the Attorney General of the United States as
being subversive and I am enclosing copies of
those lists for your perusal* I am also enclosing
eop.e material available for distribution by this
Bureau which J. thought might be of interest to
you*

iourosmWORMMON CONTAINED '<~»?
k

»

HEREIN l$t>iCLASfJE
n

, "BY.

E^iosure

of subversive organisations.

Director's Testimony Before the House*MAILED 1 5

.'?*;£i£fc353 ToUtti y#r\

3^t-^^3 eiAct

Otarln ,

Msbola

trm»

Bu-bo

tofar

Mi. ROM

VMM
OttdJ,

John Sdg'a't Itfover

V

y&Ajwy «•
FlttRAl 8U8CAU Cf imSTlSAIIOH

U- S. WfA2TMC*T Cf JUSTICE
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October SI, 1949

^/J^ ' gv* c'?

tour letter of October 18, 1949,
has been received and I wish to advise that
information of the type you requested is not -

available for distribution. The files of the
FBI are confidential and restricted to official
use only. I am sure you will understand the
reason for this rule and will draw no inference
from my inability to comply with your request.

Tou may be sure that the thoughts
which prompted your communication are appreciated
and I cm taking the liberty of enclosing some
material which I thought might be of interest to* ^
you* y^

Sincerely yours,
^**

=\^s flV*V A* A^^'ii ^AT%\or
over

sfr

Tr*cy_

En&l&sure

_ d or ChaosP :

r,
*^^

Director!? Testimony before the House Comnitte.e

r-- -:-
W ^ ?/:

h i:
i />

NOTE: UCk&%$ij;?eflect no identifiable information /y/1 (
concerning corretipohde.Qrbt FH& 100-50669 contains *

voluminous !%qL$f^£ojicernirig the Federal Council .of...

ijjtTchps and simii&r 1 inquiries made concerniChiLrchpa
sympaijtites.QCT 2l 'Qaq

Tilt, Hoo«_

Omfij

f
t f
r.\

/ ? #§ss*

nquip n# its

«fWU8jRuac,-,

\ /V
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RtCORDtO - 31 Korenber 21, 1?U?

£fS»

i
a?**?

.

I have received your letter of November 10, 19U9* «ith
enclosure, and I deeply appreciate the thoughts which prompted
your communication to Be*

Althou^i I would like to be of service In connection
with your inquiry, Departmental regulations require that any
information in the files of this Bureau be maintained as confi-
dential and available for official use only. For this reason
I cannot ccxnply with your request nor can I evaluate the pamphlet
forwarded by you* However, I am sure you will understand the
necessity for this regulation and that no inference will be drawn
that we do, or do not, have information in our files because I
Mm unable to be of aid in this instance*

_ Sincerely yours,

TONFORMATION CONTAINED '• "~ »-*

HEREft IS UNCLASSIFIED;

I t

John Edgar Hoover
Director

r^> L.

Tol*oo

My^ftJ Udd

ClMK

CUr In

Nichols
-

Roeen

Tracy

Barbo

Mohr

T»lt. Roca

MUM
OanCy

VREtojt7K4^

'/ftAiLti if

NOV 21 1949]
COMM - fB\

Files contain no identifiable information on-.

correspondent. 100^0869 contains voluminous
data concerning thiJU^deralJCsyjlCil JClC£bur.c£ks
and similar in^^r^^^^ade concerning its ^
sympathised M^e organization has not been, V^

\iw: r>v--

investigated*

HO

•7 /-

6 DEC 7-1949
,~j-
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January 6t 1950

, /

*$>

Tour letter of December 31, 1949,
with enclosure, has been received and I leant
to thank you for writing as you did. You may
be sure that I appreciate your making the
information you related available to »«.

Sincerely your*,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

NJC:atp€J

f

TOTORKiATlOrCOMNED

DATE^g^BY.

CUol.

T»U. Room l'.^

I MAtLtp. 12

r3AN * . 1350

4 cOn^M-tS

-•*',*
- -^i, •iKf'^'i

^

aaafc.



Dec. 29, 1949

-V

F.B.I.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirs:

* nLJirJ?
6
??

1
J
at

!
ly SOme ^E? unsavory remarks about

£/¥£!? f ?
6 1

?
ader8 ln the .Federal Council of Churchesof^.i stin America being Communists7Tt Ts™furt;her ~

~

stated that the F.B.I. has investigated these men and has

I°S2ld
a
SkJ

f
t?T t0

J* ?S
mber8 °f Communist oJJganlzatLns.

Jhev belonfto an?°tH
Wh° thSS

f
men are and what organizatioAstney belong to and the connection these have with Russiandominated Communism. I am a supporter of the Federal Council

S£t ™n
?J

Wl
5
h

*? bS a Party to an^ Bubversivlacllv^ythat would undermine the historic American government. /
I also would like some information regarding John T^lvnn

????? °t
a Publicati°* Just published cflled?

S
4wRo!d ISead"In this book he makes reference to many of our finKwican "

leaders and makes them out to be leaders of a revolution*^
tSTSSS J:

8

fSS2d
t
SiS!

8tr
R,

our pre/ent fo™ " SEJsss.
This book ?« ™1?? ? iVU

Jiins
renu&8 and half Quotations.

t£o „ *i *
publlshed by the Devin-Adair Company of New YorkLh e

C°l f I*™ is a special edition distr?bu?ed by

iihat ever consideration you can give to this letter willbe very much appreciated.
J-eiier win

X>

WCTNFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS, UjJIC
1 ASoifiE

.

DATE fl/7/BRSivfofit/ M-fflro

4."

Sincere

jao-Sc^C 6
) -

/^'

.1/
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January 11, 1950

&:

x
IfrlS-XtLg-

y>
*P

<fr

Tour letter of December 29, 1949, hae
been received and while I appreciate your writing
to me ae you did, the ftlee of thie Bureau are
confidential and reetrtcted to official use only*

I know you will understand the reaeon for
thie rule, and that no inference will be drawn that
the FBI doee or doee not poeeeee data in tte recorde
with reference to the Federal Council of Churchee of
Chrtet in America or John T* Flynn.

' ygg-Tii
p »i

mmi CONTAW
CLASSIFIED

Sincerely youre.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

NOTE: The publication entitled "The Road Ahead;"
has been investigated bu this

O ;
-->

k „,^QMM.p:

v,
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January 24, 1950

^Frt?'/*/
Tour letter dated January 17$ 1950, ha* been received.

£X*3 While 1 would like to be of service, in accordance with
Departmental policy of long standing the /ilea o/ thie Bureau are
confidential and available for official uee only. I am sure you
will understand the need for such a policy and will draw no
inference that we do or do not have information about the organisation
you mentioned because of ny inability to be of assistance in this
instance*

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Soover
Director

NOTE: Correspondent wanted to know if the Federal Council of Churches
is all right.

d»gg_

fiLTINFORMATION CONTAINED
HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED,/

DAT£,4yLBttS&^

Roaen

Tr»ey IjAN 25 1950

&%m 6 ¥50

©

30

ffv - 'C^̂
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THE AMERICA#COUNCIL OF CHRISTEN CHURCHES 4

Contending for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3)

rmn

••,r-.V')

15 Park Row, New York 7, N. Y.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

G>

Telephone: Dlgby 9-0935

January 25, 1950 .,.

o ' °
§
^

'

/
o

For a long time we have believed that the Federal Council of
Churches of Christ in America merited a careful investigation "by you &ttfl a

report to the "peopled THTs'letter is to inquire if such investigation has

been made, and if you would be so kind, if it has been done, as to provide
us with a copy of the same. We know that you must be well acquainted with
the report of the Intelligence Department of the United States Navy found in
the Congressional Record Volume 79, Part 12, Page 13503 where we read:

"The Federal Council of Christ in America: This is a

large, radical, pacifist organization. It probably repre-
sents twenty million Protestants in the United States.
However, its leadership consists of a small radical group
which dictates its policies. It is always extremely
active in any matter against National Defense."

There is, of course, an interlocking of leadership between both
the Federal Council and the World Council of Churches, and it would be easy to .•;

show how both organizations are being used to advance the cause of Marxian ide- Y^r

ology in our Country and all over the world. r^^sr^J^^^

We assume that you have read very carefully the enclosed item,
"How Red is the Federal Council of Churches?" In future printings, the name
of Dr. John A. llackay, President of Princeton Theological Seminary, will appear
since he is the Chairman of the International Missionary Council and very
prominent in the officialdom of both the Federal and tforld Council. "We heard
Dr. Mackay recently when he addressed a meeting in this City where he unequivo-
cally urged that the U.S.A. Government 3iould grant official recognition of
Communist China at the earliest moment possible.

We are enclosing a special report which has been
Mackay and his associations which we know you will find imfr

~ A*rw: ATTACffST RECORDED - 35

*s-

rt"' *

"

We sincerely hope that you and your associates have now con-
cluded an investigation of the Federal Council, and that you will be so kind
as to favor us with a copy of the same. INDFXFD Vi

f
There are some who do not hold the highest offices in the power

l(ff our Nation to grant, as yourself for instance, but whcmfor their patriotism
!
and distinguished service to our Country we. honor infinitely more than we do

' some* who hold 'higher positions. With warm regards,

Q MWKJRMATION CONTAINH;
001^7 ymrs

' a

fc**~ J/VH _ ,,VW,>'t»'. Win. lfcrlleiTfordwux
^

cc Dr. irrnan

GENERAL SECRETARY

-_% -,.—

-
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FHOM DO-7

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

TO
OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK

Mr. Tolson
Mr. Clegg __

Mr. Glavin _

Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen _
Mr. Tracy _
Mr. Gurnea
Mr. Hartoo _
Mr. Mohr
Mr. Nease _
Miss Gandy

re Me
>te and Return
r Your Recommendation
it are the facts?
arks : f4^c-T^l*

ILu
ALL INF0KMAT10N mNTAINFfl

HEREIN IS UHCLA

QATE^^BY&fefcc&fr
ENCLOS'ff?y
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STANMAD FORM NO. A«

Office Me ndUffl • UNITED ^f£S GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

a.

Mr* Tolsor

L. B. Nichols j/y
date: December 6, 1948

INFORMAL
ITCOUNCIL OF CHURCHES

ToIron 9^
Mr. E. A. Tiffi:
Mr. Clegg
Hr. GUvin"
Mr. Udd ~
Mr.

The Omaha Office, by letter dated November 19, 1948, fcgjj?"
forwarded a clipping from an unnamed newspaper, which read as S'%%™^
follows: tw-.,*o-_r

"LIVE AMMUNITION

Vita HoltfT
Misa OandyJ

"Before one of the sessions of
Meeting in Des Moines last Thursday

\

made the declaration that:
Churches is Communistic. 9

news to most of us, but we
declaration such as this,
F.B.I, representative, and
by our teachers, will, and
ammunition in the fight."

clipping was made available

the State, Teachers
an F.B.I, agent

9 The Federal Council of
This, of course, is not
believe that a public

coming from the lips of an
voiced all over our state
can be used as live

SAC Dalton indicated that he was taking appropriate
or&Ktton to get to the bottom of the matter and would advise the
C/^zBteau as soon as he ascertained the source of the information
*z£pnwhich the clipping was based.

C"-) By teletype SAC Dalton has informed that the remarks
ibuted to an FBI Agent were actually made by Dr+ William £*
er, professnr nf education at Ohio State Universi ty and

, r>erly a lieutenant^colonel in the Army on assignment with >fV
*neral Eisenh ower* s staff in* Germany at the conclusion of the war

Warner recently addressed a dinner meeting of the
nty superintendents section ofthe Iowa State Teachers As so-

etinition at JJ6& lldlhe s-
Moines on the title

2'nts meeting was held at the Hotel
"Creeping Paralysis of Stalinism."

Fort

\>
er

\on November o, an'S

including himself,
tn tttazed his remarks wf£h the statement that
fry n.nd ±h# American Legion to

\Dalton points ou
representative .

J

o the raj. agaiJto^hwvnr
DESXJ

t no invitation was extenaea
ent

d he
on to state that
intimate that he

Wajrner
had

be present.
To anv ifrJ

never referred
connecziirrnr

BFC:hmc —

58JAN231949

/
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson December 6, 1948

\)
fr

;-<.v.Y.:V-s

\>
A^

According toW p Warner indicated that the
ifethodists were badly fH^^rated with Communism and may have
mentioned other churc^aroups such as the Federal Council ofChurches, althoughM Wfsnot certain as to this latter

\
matter. Aceording^f^^^^^ Warner ranted during his talk and
made the people in the^M^tfieamr,e,nhn+. n-gi+.n+pft pnd it i s
possible, if someone did not keep thinking clearly dur ing~the
tal*Jphejj might hQVS-J^rjajm^th^_concluji onjbhat Earner haa sdMe
official connecti on, possibly with the~TB£-glThViiah~na willful
statement or implication was intendedTjBE^ R̂also suggested
* fte Possibility that two strangers pres^^^^^he meeting might*"""" h "en imagined to be Jim men by the assembled aud ience,

stated that there was n o transcript" of the lectu^Tf
liabl e, n or were any notes taken bv him , but he was certain

that no formal statemenvs were made which might be construed
as reflecting opinions of or quoting the J?bl in any way.

Dalton's teletype further explains how the loose
statements in the clipping originally referred to occurred.

have_

is sponsored b y the^Iowa Association of Baptist
Churches. It has approximately d 8.500 circulation in Iowa and
a limited circulation in Omaha

y
Nebraska. The Reverend Day

informed our Agents that th£^jjLJ'ormati6n oq
,
which the clipping

IOCS based crime ±r> him /*•• />Tn

•C~l»j£*2j

m ._„„ or one oj „.„w„* «,v*« »,*

wee at the meeting at which Warner spoke, and Day's
sources evidently gave him the impression that Warner identified
himself or intimated that he was connected with the FBI.

The Agents, while talking to Reverend Day, informed
him that Warner was not connected with the FBI nor were there
FBI representatives present at the meeting and, accordingly,
any statements about the Federal Council of Churches that were
made could not be attributed to this Bureau or tts representatives.
Reverend Day realised his error in not checking the information
out and informed the Agents that he would publish a retraction
in the next issue of his news sheet, appearing about December 10,
and that he would furnish a copy to the Omaha Office.

By way of background on this matter, it has been
tCffitat ned bv the Omaha O/tftnm thai: the ^»pr/»nrf Day h^7

ftn?g f^
~~^jLcan Council of Churches 3 which is in oppos ition to the

spl CaunirH^of Churches.
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson December 6S 1948

mm

The Omaha Office will follow and advise the Bureau as
to the retraction by Lay in the next issue of his paper. It is

ie should be directed to contact
tnd make sure that they are in
this matter. It is not be-

lieved that any other action should be taken at this time since
the retraction in the news sheet, if it appears, will be cir-
culated to the same individuals approximately who received the
idition containing the false statement. There is attached

\to a letter to the Omaha Field Division along the lines
recohjnended herein*

to the retraction oy aay in Tne nexi
I believed also thatth^Omah^Office
I Day's informants , M mar
I possession of accu^^^^^^^^^^WTOt i

he)

* YCY

- 3 -



* •

B

i

i

c CO
fr

mJ'taKo/

2
Mr. Clegg.. U*l IIUll

Mr. Glavin.
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|Kj, Harbo.,
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Mr, ^w,lr ****** MAftlk
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J # Edgar Hoover
F. B. I #

Washington, D. C #

Dear Sir,

About a month ago the First Methodist Church of White Plains,
Hew York In cooperation with the Laymen's Inter-Church Council of
White Plains decided to hold a Reformation Day service, in com-
memoration of the Reformation movement started by Martin Luther,
on Sunday, October 30, 1949* The Methodist Church securied the
aid of a number of the churches In White Plains as well as churches
throughout. Weschester County* The service was sponsored bv the
Laymen's iinter-Church Council of White Plains In cooperation with
Protestant Laymen from other Weschester communities. More than
five thou&nd persons attended to hear the speaker, the Reverent
G. Bromley^Oxnam, D. D. , bishop of the Methodist Church, NewTork
area, president of the World Council of Churches, and former
president of the Federal Council of Churches.

&S^-

s /

The Fundamental churches snd associations in White Plains and-
Weschester conducted a Reformation Dav missionarv rally at the
Eastvlew school 1 s auditorium in White Plains on the same day.
These churches and organizations decided that a Bible -bellevinct
Reformation Day Rally which told the whole story concerning the
ultimate outcome of the ecumenical movement, especially in mission-
ary circles, should be held. This rally was addressed by the
ReverHnt D. A. Moffat, field representative of the Association of
Baptists for World Evangelism. After this rallv about twentv
people voluntered to go over and distribute pamphlets, cf which
there is one enclosed, to the neonle leaving the County Center
from Oxnam f s rally. These pamphlets are titled, "How Red is the
Fedj&ral Council of Churches?" prepared by the American Council of
Christian Laymen in Madison, Wisconsin. Permission had been secur-
ed earlier that day from Police Headquarters in White Plains as lone
as there was no distribution on Parkwav pronertv. Parkway police
officers directed the group from Parkwav property. About a hundred
pamphlets had been given out when a White Plains police officer
said the material could not be given out at all. The leaders of

^/this group then went to Police Headquarters and bv the time the /~
^matter was straightened out it was too late to return to distribute —

'

' i|he remainder of the pamphlets. The police at Headquarters said
they were sorry and were verv mich interested. Thev told the ffroup
It was too bad there were not more people like them in Weschester.
An account of this incident was published in the White Plains naner.

34
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As you can see this pamphlet lists fortv-nine Federal
Council Leaders and forty-six of the Communist, Communist-
front and Socialist organisations with which these men have
been affiliated with. Reverent Oxnam has been affiliated with
eleven of these organisations. I could not imagine whv the
Laymen's Inter-Church Council would went such a man as that
to speak for them.

One of the associations which backed the rally at which
Moffat spoke happens to have been founded bv me and of which
I am also a vice-president. I, therefore, would like to know
just what you think of these pamohlets that were given out.
Do they state the situation as it stands today? If so, lust
what can be done about it? I would atmreeiate vour courtesy
of giving me your opinion on this matter.

V*"

Sincerely yours,

t ~.* >
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February 3, 1950

ofC0Wtu **. r* lit ob Karlleo BordeauxO General Secretary
£*J \ The American Council of Christian Churches

15 Pare Bow
'Veto Tori 7§ Jfev Tork

£5* \aN*<w ifr» Bordeaux

i

H i

y

/

4

(• **'^* VM
^ r

'» jfi
? J hay* reeetved your letter dated .

Z^Z. 9 Vj/ Unitary 25, 1950, and in (never to your inquiry
SJ.^O/ r wt9h *° advise that it srtI2 no* J* possfftl*
K- c3 {5"' *° /*mf sfc t^e tnfomjtton desired elnce the— - v*j j«jjtf3 j» tue /J5T are confidential and available

for official use only» I knoa you will under-
stand the reason for this rule and tetll d4Q*o no
inference that ue do or do not have the djegtred
data because of my I nobility to assist you*

I appreciate your making the 4&closure
available to me and I do oant to than* you for
your kind comments relative to my administration
of the rsi*

' Bincerely youra,
FBTrmJp^ * -^ ^^

/igOTEi Although there have been many allegations that tMP^literal -Council .of .CMrche&.Sn^Ame.rica to Communist infiltrated
and a natn investigation file which was opened on the Council
(100- 50689). £here has been cordial correspondence with various
members as late as October 1948 when certain material on juvenile
delinquency was furntshed.emd Certain information regarding etatistic
on church membership xasre eecured from the Federal Council of Churches
by the Bureau as late as March 1949 (94-1^91672 and 94-4-2342)*

- We have had previous correspondence witfrlfr. Bordeaux and with other
- members of the American Council of Chr\s-tyantfKurches* As a matter

in April 1947 Reverend ¥. %#. •F^£prtfcan*\ZKreciof fact an^Birector of Civil

• m ^ , x~ — * - - — *-—.

—

« r-.— • -- „„.....*..* of Churches
^ a

of Christ. (94-37233 and 94-37557) Although in his present letter
j,u tam \f

*r » Bordeaux apparently mentions tvPseparate enclosures, the
»?,>_ pamphlet "Bow Bed ts the Federal Council of Churches" and a special
o«f| fPf\etyTrfti< R &?• Ifackay, only the former was enclosed* In view of
*z w *t-P>£ U,K&*n, of his letter, however, it is not deemed advisable to

inquire further regarding the special report.
vfrar-
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February 10, 1950

m

TOlMB.

cu«_
01«t la

Nlohola_

tr»ey

Tour letter of February 7# 1950+ has been
received and while I would like to be of eervice
to you in connection vffifi your requeet for infor-
mation concerning "Thehredera l Counci l of Churches^
I wish to advtee thai the files of this Bureau
are confidential and restricted to official use
only. I know you will understand the reason for
this and that no inference will be drawn that the
FBI does or does not possess data in its records
concerning the organisation you nentionod*

MNRJRMATION CONTAINED
HKQNI&UWCLASSIHEO/'

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

NJCs lch

**j

, FEB 13 1950;

/>

Ttl«. Ho

1/
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THE AMERIl(S\N
f\

COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN CHURafi§=
'Contending for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3) I

**
JjJ£"

J

15 Park Row, New York 7, N. Y. I **«•*...

February 6, 1950

Kr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of Justice
Washington 2f>, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Mf:M»hoU.2$r
Mf: Tner..

fih Burt©

.

Mi-. Mehr „
ftlh ?.nt\n ......

Mh Neat

\

This is to thank you very much for your letter of February
3rd, and we do understand the restrictions which are placed upon you and
your Department by law. And, as you well know, we do wish to be law-
abiding in every respect.

«e still believe with all our hearts that Russia's most ef-
fective fifth column in America is the modernistic, Dro-sociaiistic and
some of it outright communistic leadership as seen in many who hold high
positions in the Federal Council of Churches. Believing as we do that
socialise quite as effectively as communism would lead to the destruction
of all(oiir freedoms in this country, it seems to us that the activities
of the Federal Council of Churches, shrmlH be thoroughly investigated if
this has not alreacv been done.

If it 7.T>uld require special legislation for the results^
such an investigation to be widely disseminated throughout the country,
then we think that such legislation should be accomplished. Such oublici-
ty broadcast would enable genuine Americans to decide in the light of the
evidence whether they wish to remain in membership and by their^gifts to
finance such an organization as the Federal Council of Churches.

°

y i I am sure that you know how sincere I am when I say that we
V \ think that you and your Department and the House Committee on un-American

\\ / 1 > 1

Actiyitdes ha^ no better friends than the leadership and the membership at
\\ / :^ r larSe °f this Council. Hith prayerful good wishes^

'-rJ--

Titt INFORMATION CONTAINED

IK-CLASSSFIEDMit

prayerful good

Cordially yours,

kuein

»7H3

a fa

r a c.

\/t
»&&'/• /-

K.-',: a U: <•
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February 13, 1950

\iv

<r

Mj

'••''''"• '1- :
..'•' ';"'

"
:

'•. ' ^:. '-,'..' /''-
'• -j\ V "\

2fr« Wa. Earllee Bordeaux
General Secretary .

.'"
.
-\-:-\- :r- ; :,.'-"K> '.;-•.."..

5fte ^merioon Council V
o/ Christian Ohurohes ;">

15 Papfr flow 'V
#ew rorfc J% flew rorfc

-- ••>-.--•

Dear Mr* Bordeaux!

Tour letter dated February 8L i8?09
ftas been received and tt was tftoi^ht/ul of you
to express your understanding of the limitations
union are placed on our confidential files*

You may be sure that the interest
whioh prompted your coimunioatlon is deeply
appreciated* tfhile J have always refixtye\.from
injecting my views Into matters involving ^ jr
legislation* 1 an grateful for your aot*fin-£n £
making your comments available to me* ? «

The good wishes whloh you oonaey^£aj ^
with respect to my administration of th&FBZ-nfie
most welcome and I hope that our effortszwfjl 5
always be deserving of the unqualified gjOpfiovaJo
of the officers and members of your CovGmtti "

ARA:pg

Sincerely youre9

f
- Eflgar Hoover''-

:

Tol*oo

K?ffi^V~-J Udd '

B^a
Gloria

* •

. j fflehoU_

Boms

Trier

iterbo

MB*

Ml. R00»

OKkftf \"

CP
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Mr. J. Sdgar Hoover,
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, District of Columbia

February 6, 1950

Dear Mr. Hoover:

In your investigations regarding subversive activities in our
nation as carried out by various organizations, * wonder if you have
had occasion to look into the following.

l.\;ipiritual Mobilization.

2. TheNtnternat ional Council of Christian Churches.

3. The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in ^erica.

I am interested in general accusations that have been macte against
the first named organization and the third one. I have only recently
encountered number two. Any information that you may give in this mat-
ter will be deeply appreciated.

If it is against your policy to release this information you need
only say so in answer. Trusting that I shall soon hear from you I am,

Xno
itude,

srtsssr

RECORDED -124
j

^ / ,

^4^^ INDEXED -124
!/

$0>5W-4'->/ . i a

t*.
a
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February 14, 1950

\fJ
Rl DED - 124 y £>c - ^"£> * <*1 '

<£.f\

BC-8 V^

Blehola

Tour letter dated February C$ 1950,
has been received.

Although I would Itke to be of eervtoe,
I am unable to oomply with your request for
information concerning the organizations you
named stnoe information oontained in the ftlee
of the FBI ts confidential and available for
official use only.

I "know you will understand the reason
for this rule and will draw no inference that
we do or £o not have the desired data because of
my inability to asstst you* It occurred to me
that you might ltke to read the material which
I enclose. .,„ •

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREINJ8 UNCLASSiFiEl

Sincerely yours9

John Edgar Hoover

r( . ,>«-*** &*$^i'.???,~**vA+~f

Ofc

«•!•. Rooa & *1
FEB 13 1550

3
<*«**_

zrS^ABfi 1950 ^r
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February BO, 1950

|

?

; /C r$'4&^9r/?f :k

.uK3-i
JttCOREO - 78 £v

^

. ;' *- ', ;. ^v . .

Tour letter dated February 13, 1050, has
been received. . >

N* v V

Although I would like to be of service
' M the FBI a -- -- -

use only.
\ *h* files of the"FBI are confidential and available
.) for official

\

V,

*
\ -v

N

^
:

J know you will understand the reason for
this rule and will draw no inference that we do,
or do not, have the desired information because of
my inability to be ef service.

It is suggested that .you may wish to v
communicate with the Acting Clerk, un-American
Activities Committee, House of Representatives,
Washington/ D. C.

Sincerely yours,

..^i

X

. Fn^\

<Bfr~l ToUCB

*r*cy_

Tel*, Rooa

Oui<ly_

n < Otb
I

TffnNFORMATlbrJ CONTAINED

HEREIN ISX^CLASSir !£D /

John Edgar Eoovar
IHreotor . k
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^ February 27, 1930
/•'

lour letter dated February 19, 2950, has
been received*

Although I would like to be a/ service, the
ft lee of the FBI are confidential and available for
offtotal use only* X Xnov that you will understand
the reason for thts rule and will draw no inference
that we do or do not have the desired information
because of my inability to aootet you*

Sincerely your*,
" '*

John Edgar Hoover
JHreotoT .

\Jl \ I W-

fUaon

U04 r«r«riPATI
Ome
(Onto

lcbolo

ROMB

fraoy

ttortto

IMM
OMKtT
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By reference of the Director 9
s office, I

Fred Wi*+Jiamsey, who will be in Washington tomorrow
arranging for a series

of tl

Council of Churches.

talked with
and who is

auspices of the^Church 9
s Worldwide Service under the'^te&zrjil

Knrbo_

Mots-

theiV^f

of nationwide broadcasts underC%he
}

b

— -.. — They are launching a campaign to raise
funds for the benefit of overseas churches and they desire the
Director to make a three-minute recording of a statement to be
on the American Broadcasting network to dedicate the program on vne

\

night of March 9, 1950. They would be glad to furnish a memorandum^
covering the subject matter, to help prepare the statement and render
any assistance in order to save the Director 9

s time. Among the
other participants are Charles Taft 9

E. Stanley Jones cmd Governor
Stassen. -

: x J>.

J explained the Director had considerable^travel to carry
on in the next few days; that it was very doubtfu&if he could work
this in but that I would talk to him and get his views. Unless ^"\
advised to the contrary I will tell him the Director cannot do this. J

LBN:hrffdstf

mym
dfn . fio _____

flTINFOR
.RECORDED - 69

^ <0 'INDEXED - 69

W-^2
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Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Si rat-

Would you kindly inform me whether the F.B.I.
has a part in the investigation of subversive or communistic
activities in the "Federal Council of Churches of Christ
in America" and if so, how appointments are made and what
are the necessary requirements of qualifications to secure
such an appointment as an investigator?

I am deeply concerned and interested in the issues
at stake in this country's departure from the true faith in
God and I am well informed as to what is going on within
religious organisations in the world - and would be interested
in helping all I can to uncover the sinister socialistic and
communistic movements which are doing so much to undermine
the priceless heritage we have as Americans - but may not
have much longer if things continue as they are.

Thenk you for any information.

Tours truly for Christ and America,

y\"

ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
HERON IS UNCIJ\S3!FIED
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Tour letter dated February 35, 2950f trftfo

9ncjGJun9 9 ftaa been ivoefucd} and X appreciate the
thoughts uhtoh prompted your oorwtantoatton*

*

ffliile J would Jf7s© to be of service^
information tn the files of the FBI is required to
be maintained a3 confidential and for official use
only, flo inference ahoizld be draun

f houeverf that
roe do or do not have tn over files tnforratton con-
cerning the organisation aent toned in your letter9
beoav&o of i:y inability to bo of assistance.

Xf at any tine you cone into possession
of infomatton regarding vn+Anertcan activities or
related natters within the Jurtsdtetton of this
Bureau^ please furnish data tls to the Special Agent
in Qtarge of our Ikna Haven Office% 510 The Trust
Company Batlding9 Veto Haven 109 Connecticut*

I am taking the 1 iborty of enclos ing cone
material of possible interest^ including statements
of opal tftea t tons nooo3sary for appointment to j»o-
sttions in the FBI. -'"--.•

ToImo

tlRRJRMATlON C0NTAIN1I

REIN IS UNCI

*ffJ93 WM
axnm

mAASSiFIE

tnoeroly yours 9

Snolqtbj-*

Director *s Testimony before ECUA
God or Chaos?

ohn Edgar §oovey
Directo? iif?

L

T»U. Room

IK/TEx Enclosure received
tract.

with incoming letter is a religious

HJKihH"! soa '.UAjfeu? Ilavcn, with oftfp& of incoming Y^P^
fit APA trtrh invent™%< i#* *M



tl G
-*C/ >V1X^L-' ,'

.

.J,
' -V _; ^-".

_ <-c_
<=H-

_.,- ^/_v.;. A^ -^C^c

x7v-- --' *-*-

.-f ^*- .-jC •

•v^-i c_o-^_

\

r
DATUS

; X

tor-

WI - 03(R!003a

HON CONTAINED

t * _^ - —

—

™^->? ~>

i -'J. I

\A
/-:



-V

c (J

H)i
%j>m &rch 20, 2950
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receipt. _fT Je*",**•«.'*«* * i950, tes 4eeo

S»SFD

DATE. B

Sincere2y yours,

JohnFdgar Hoover
"trectcr

£nclosvri

Mm
2949

ABAscs ,<•
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MAR 10,95°
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'{ lining a Program of Action to

reserve Our American Liberties

The American Council of Christian Laymen was
organized to meet the need for united action in
opposition to the teaching of Communism-Socialism
in Churches and Church-connected organizations.

Eradication of this subversive teaching can come
only through an aggressive campaign of action waged
by an organization such as this Council.

This Council is the only organization operating
on a nation-wide basis which devotes itself exclu-
sively to attacking this problem directly.

It is of prime importance that the writings and
authentic quoted statements of pro - Communist
preachers, youth leaders, editors and professors be
carefully analyzed. The pro-Communists are shrewd
men, highly skilled in all arts of propaganda; they
show great ability to gloss over their true meaning
and intention with a flow of pious phrases about
their loyalty to America and hatred of totalitarian-

ism.

Public Exposure Important

This propaganda must be exposed in both the
religious and secular press, and must be given to
the lay members in detail, that they may be fully

informed about how they are being betrayed.

Laymen of the various denominations must be
encouraged to form groups within their own churches,
or inter-denominational local groups, and to organize
denominationally on regional, state and nation-wide
basis.

These groups may be chapters of the American
Council of Christian Laymen if such affiliation ap-
pears desirable; in any event they will have the
active cooperation of the Council in all their activ-

ities.

Teaching of Communism - Socialism in and
through the Churches is one of the worst, if not in

fact the worst "canker sores" in America today.

Every patriotic American, man or woman, is

invited to aid the work of this Council. The form
below is for your convenience in indicating your
desire to assist. Act today— It is later than you
think!

American Council of Christian Laymen
Madison 1, Wisconsin

I wish to assise the program of the Council.

Please enroll me as a member.

Send me literature on how I can help.

V

o o
Shall Our Churches Teach

Christianity

or

Communism f

Infiltration of Protestant Churches

by the Communists has proceeded

to the point that thousands of pas-

tors preach from the works of Karl

Marx rather than from the Holy
Writ, and every major denomina-

tion has within it organizations de-

voted to the doctrines of Com-
munism-Socialism.

This trend must be halted or liberty

of worship and all other liberties

will be lost.

Only an organized movement of

Put me in the following group:

Active ,

Contributor

Donor .

Benefactor

#5 to |25

#30 to #100

#200 to #500

#1,000 and above

I enclose my contribution, in the amount of, ,

Contributions and membership dues are deductible for income
taa purposes.

NAME.

ADDRESS.

CITY.. ZONE- STATE.

(Clergymen may enroll as associate members of any group.)

OTNRJRMTI0N
,

C0NTrtlNED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED.,

American Council of Christian Laymen
122 W t Washington Avenue

Madison /, Wisconsin
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>st d^.gerous enemies are respected
citizens who hold positions of leadership.

No man knows more about the activities of sub-versive groups seeking to destroy America than J.iidgar Hoover. He says:
I confess to a real apprehension so long asCommunists are able to secure ministers of the

gospel to promote their evil work.

*^ M e
ny °f the Pastors who stand in pulpits Sundayafter Sunday expounding the principles of Com-
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^he hi*hest of motives; they
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cepted as true the monstrous Communist lie

fare "
Commumsm 1S concerned with economic wel-

Editor Follows Communist Line

rh^?* ph
*
rase jl

l
st q?°Jed be*ins an article in The

Christian Advocate of Sept. 8, 1949, prepared by
professors of Garrett Biblical Institute, to show
their views of Christianity and Communism. The
professors find that Communism and Christianity
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ir P°siti°n is typical of theviews oA thousands of Protestant Church leaders.

Editorially the Advocate lauded the Garrett pro-
fessors for their findings, and declared that "The
f« fif
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be
iwe«n Christianity and Communism lie

in the field of ethics, not economics."
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*
then
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lieve that Christian teachings

ff «£?
confiscation of all property of all citizens

in order that it may be placed in the hands of a
ruthless, murderous dictatorship? That's Communist
economics!

Whether misguided or deliberately repeatingCommunist propaganda, preachers and theological
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wh° tell church members andthe public of America that Christianity and Com-
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False Leaders Aid Communists
These false leaders are "softening up" Amer-icans for acceptance of Marxian doctrines, and theyare helping most efficiently in the Communist plot

%u«3FiLPe Ch*TCtes- Hence just one of thesetrusted leaders can do more damage than a dozen
spies, saboteurs and Communist Party orators.
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Ver^ma?

or denomination has within it so-called
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c °? ?0C!aI *?*&" *rouPs which teach

communism-Socialism under pretense that it is
•'practical Christianity."

r™£0r e^am?1
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t*ie Council of Social Action of theCongregational Christian Churches maintains a Wis-
SSSLl*?^

at W"**^ th* lobby supports ever%radical and crack-pot measure proposed to Congress.
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cil for S°cial Action is an official body
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and uses mission funds to promote
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Pro^ram^Most of the other denominal

w£jR°ups are "nofficiaI, but they use the denom-
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It's time to call a halt!
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t Only Hope : Organize !

mi.
We

.,.
n
l
ust save our Churches from destruction.They will be destroyed if they continue to turn from

the Way of the Cross to follow political paths,
whether these paths lead to left or right. A Church
dedicated to preaching political dogmas no longer
is a true Church; rather, it is a wing of some
political, economic or revolutionary movement.

Just to save our Churches would be well worth
an all-out struggle, but a great deal more than the
fate of the Churches depends upon the result ofCommunist efforts to capture them.

America's Christian Heritage

America was founded upon Christian principles.

*I? ln
-

the New Testament can we find the principles
of the importance and dignity of the individual, and
of the equality of men, which the Founders wrote
into the Declaration of Independence and the Con-
stitution. These principles cannot be found in the
sacred writings of any other religion, nor in the
works of any of the world's philosophers.

These principles must be saved, and the onlyw/y to save them is to save the Churches as teachers
of Christianity. If the Churches are destroyed, all
our liberties will be lost.

Future Depends on Laymen
Only the laymen can save our Churches. We

cannot hope that the clergy can or will be of major
assistance. The top or central organizations of all
major denominations (except the more conservative
Lutheran bodies) are controlled by clerics who have
accepted basic Marxian doctrines; these leaders dis-
courage preaching of the undefiled Christian gospel,
and they encourage use of the Church name and
prestige, and allow Church mission funds to be used
for promulgation of Marxian doctrines.

In many cases the Marx-inspired "hierarchies"
go so far as to persecute preachers who refuse to
accept and preach Communist doctrines; in a number
of instances they have unfrocked preachers whose
only heresy" is to preach from the Bible rather
than from the Communist Manifesto.

Even more completely than the denominational
organizations, the Federal Council of Churches is
controlled by Communist fellow-travelers and apol-
ogists.

« v Pf^ the
_
leadership of the Federal Council is

shot through" with Communist fellow travelers and
apologists is shown by the informative chart pub.
Iisned by the American Council of Christian Laymen.

Laymen Must Organize— and Act

* i °J*k *.f *)!? L^ynaen organize and recapture con-
*IL

of £he,ir Churches can the Communistic program
of the Federal Council be curbed.

«s««n

Remember, the Churches are not the property
SLfi? •

de5nr
i
.p°ntT0} ?f Protestant Churches isvested in the laity, and they must recapture it.

As individuals the church members are helpless:only if they organize and demand their rights can& reta,
v.

t
£ei

A
r hb?rty of worship and all other

liberties which Americans hold dear.

page
A constructive program of action is on the next
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Tour letterfdated March SI, 1950$ with
enclosures^ has been received, and J do want to
thank you for your renewed offer of eooperation
with this Bureau*

In accordance with your requeat ft te o
pleasure to enclose some additional oopiee ofthe
publication you mentioned*

Sinoorely yours,

John Sdgar Hoover
Director

Snolbtffie
12 copies of God or Chaos?
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Washington, D.C #

Dear Sir

Mar. l*f, 1950

If it is perr-iissibe, i w^uld appreciate your sendi:T(£^/o information
re2U r.r&i:i3 tho socialistic r/n co: "iinistic to.
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o:.c:'.::3 -f tl.e~^ : Dral
Jo'iicil of C*.lurches.
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itorch 21, 1950

received.
Tour letter dated torch 14, 1950, hoe been

Although I would like to be of assistancein connection with your request for information. Iwish to advise that it has\een I longstanding'policyof this Bureau to hold tts files confidential andavailable for official use only.
*™*oj. ana

^w X
,
an 9ure vou wtl1 understand the reasonfor this rule and that no inference will be drawnthat we do or do not have data in our files because

of wiy inability to be of assistance.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Bo over
Director

TONFORMATIOIfCONTAINED
HEREIN IS UN!CLASSIFIED
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Mr. J # Edgar Hoover %

% Secret Service FBI
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Sin

I am vriting you to know if the federal council of Churches
is connected with communists? Answer by wire collect.

Yours very truly

V.

^•yXsyAs'L*

tut i- ^f-Sc
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ROUTINE

ODLLECT

/- &>

REFERENCE TOUR LETTER POSTMARKED KARCH 28. CONFIDEIWIAL NATURE OF

FBI PILES PRECLUDES XT COW'ENTMG. NO INFERENCE SHOULD BE DRAWN

TIL-IT OUR FILES DO OB DO NOT CONTAIN PERTINENT DATA*

SINCERELY .

«J0&7 EDGAR EOOVER
DIRECTOR
PELERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION

rxr:pg\Y

VP1E1H S UNC'.ASSin&u

n>y ^r;^^ :-"(:.;Aji'. \

Klebols
OMKllHlCfcllOHSSECTlOB

*****_

-COPIES D^amum&^'^^y
*»!•• ROOTd :'-;./ WESTERN UNION

5 8 AFfi I? 195° 7^7^ /*



M
AvV

M*. Teton i____^

Mr. J* Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Inveatigation
Washington, !)• C*

Dear Sir:

A local community figure, much in the public
and often in print, locally, has made the statement
that the F.B.I, and that you, in particular, lp^ Hoover
have come out openly with the charge that thdLp^deral

citesCouncil of Churches of Chrjat^in^imfrica constitu
one of the most dMgerousaubversive groups in America.
That charge has found a rather wide acceptance among a
certain group of people here, and it has disturbed several
others who cannot believe it, and yet are afraid not to
believe it*

The Methodist Church is a member of the Federal
Council; and, as such, is responsible for a share of
its policies and programs. Certainly, if you and your
Department are of this opinion you would want the
Church at large to know it. If you are not of this
opinion, someone should be able to silence the rumor
with direct authority.

Personally, I feel that the Federal Council
Af Churches is a great constructive force for bringing
twenty-seven of the denominations of Protestantism
into a working, program planning, policy building,
arrangement.

I should count it a favor, Mr. Hoover, if you
would clarify the attitude of the F.B.I, in this
imatter#

RECORDED -95 /?.
Thank you*

E ATTACHED

V<&>-J# \av
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&& Dear

Tour letter dated March Bl$ 1950$
with enclosure, has been received and I want
to assure you that I have never nade any
such statement as that ascribed to **• The
organization which you mentioned has not
been the subject of any investigation by the
FBI.

I trust this tn/ornatton will
clarify any doubts in the minds of your
congregation or you*

1OTFORMATI0N CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED.

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover,

FBY:jms;hmc
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V&TCh 22, 1950

Ilr. «T. Ed.f.ar Hoover,
F.B.I.,
Y'a shin^ton , D. C •

Dear ITr. TToover

:

I am vitally interested in the un-Anerican activity groups and would
like to have, if you can furnish me vuth it, infornation on one rroniy
in particular.

<^ WIBBMUW IIIUI I

f

AThere is much literature concerning the Federal Council of Churches
bein^ a pacifist f,roup and according to one report, tliey""\7ere listed
by the Naval Intelligence Bureau service several years ar.o as un-
American in this activity. I have written the Navy but they tell me
that th,ey have no available irforj-iation. Can you cive me any in£or- /

/ /
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roar 2etter dated Ifercft £?, 2?£2* *°8 *!en

recelMd .g? f'^^'S^ntlSScdfo&YecIrO
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your roguost»

to to 0/ assistance.

It Is tweeted that you »oy ©ish *« *<""""*-

to ouDveroiue proupa*

5<»ccr«2y youra#
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Kr. J. Edgar Hoover,
Bureau of Federal Inviatigation,
Vfeshington D. 0.

Hay 12, 195«%u

I

De r Mr. Hoover: "Vo^
I *?m inclosing a booklet edited by thei]y^^can_CQju^^

Churches, on, "What is wrong with the Federal Council?"^ CJj^cJj^
Would you kindly have one of your aids scan its pages and inform

me as to the authenticity Of the charges*

I ~m acquainted with much of its ways and systems, but only in

a second-hand manner. My purpose is t$ defend our religious rights,

by spe king truth. J*\

I trust that you nay be able to help me in some measure, may it

be great or small. I t«ke this opportunity in thanking you.

~ Stamped, addressed envelope inclosed for your convenience.

*
<j£**<*,

****o,.a

*I /INKteD-96

RECORDED - 96 I
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"OH " '
"* Sincerely you!
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What Is Wrong

with the

FEDERAL COUNCIL?

By

W, O. H. GARMAN
Secretary

American Council oi Christian Churches

15 Park Row, New York 7, N. Y.
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*~* , ~ Denominations affiliated with the
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America

National Baptist Convention

- Northern Baptlet Convention
Church of the Brethren

Congregational Christian Churches
Disciples of Christ

'
Evangelical Church

Evangelical and Reformed Church
Friends

The Methodist Church
African M. E. Church
African M. E. Zion Church
Colored M. E Church in America
Moravian Church

Presbyterian Church in U. S.

Presbyterian Church in U. S. A.
•Protestant Episcopal Church
Reformed Church in America
Russian Orthodox Church In North America

/ Seventh Day Baptist Churches
Syiltm

«
A
M "P? 0r*odox Church

of North America
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America
United Brethren in Christ

United Church of Canada
United Lutheran Church (Consultative Body)
United Presbyterian Church

For American Council information, see pages 18, 19 and 20.

What Is Wrong
With The Federal Council of Churches ?

By Rev. W. O. H. Gannon
Introduction:

1. It has been suggested that we couM ««-
if we would reverse our theme and ™LTe
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about the Federal Council of aurbhS?^^' bUlaad
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1.

FIRST OF ALL WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT THE FEDERAL
COUNCIL IS DEFINITELY ANTI-AMERICAN.

We use the term "American" in preference to the term "democracy/'
because "democracy" is one of the words the enemies of our govern-
ment have captured and used to advance their own ends. Totalitarian

Russia, for instance, which is constantly held up for emulation by
certain outstanding leaders in the Federal Council, claims to be a
democracy* and thereby misleads many. Actually, Russia is not com-
munistic, let alone democratic. We heard a converted Communist speak
some time ago— a man who left America some years back to go to

Russia, since he then Imagined that there he would find a superior type

of government and environment to what he enjoyed here. Instead, he
jrfound that in Russia they had the worst kind of dictatorship. He was
"very glad to get back to America. Much the same thing is related in

W. L. White's "Report on the Russians." He tells how the common people
enjoy no real liberty, work when and where and for what wages the

state dictates, and this without the privilege of striking. The ruling class

lives most luxuriously, wining and dining on the choicest food and drink
money can buy, while the common people subsist on a fare that is not

on a par with our prison diet; nor dare they complain about it either!

As Lady Astor recommended in a speech here recently, the Reds ought
to go to Russia. She said, they would find out that in capitalistic

America "there is more freedom and higher living standards . . . than
in any nation in the history of the world."

When we say that the Federal Council is anti-American, we mean to

infer that many of its leaders are opposed to our American form of

government and our free economy, and, more serious yet, that they
have engaged in subversive activities which jeopardize our nation's

very life.

We say this for two reasons:

I. First (he Federal Council has been pacifisfic in the very worst
sense of the term* There are some pacifists we respect; namely, the
iMennonites and Brethren. We say this even though we do not see eye
J*o eye with them. No matter how much they oppose war and the

Christian's participation, they never resort to subversive activity or

seek the overthrow of the nation. Then too, there are the Quakers. They
won't fight, but they will drive ambulances and take care of the
wounded. In spite of their pacifism, I have never heard them charged
with being cowardly or involved in treason.

The Federal CoundL to the contrary, opposes war. defensive and
offensive, and all attempts on the part of America to arm properly.
For many years prior to World War II, it did all it possibly could do,
which was plenty, to prevent our nation from preparing for the war
every informed person knew was coming. Other nations were madly
preparing for that war, in particular Russia, Japan, and Germany.
One thing is most significant. Even though the Federal Council con-
stantly objected to America preparing even on a small scale, she,

to our knowledge, registered no objections to the vast preparations

Russia was making. We remember that at the time, this matter was

brought out in the press.

When the Japs launched their despicable Pearl Harbor sneak attack,

we were only 15% prepared according to the statements made by
Gen. Geo. C. Marshall. Chief of Staff, and the then Senator Harry S.

Truman. These statements, many will recall, were quoted by Mr.

Dewey, the Republican candidate for President Mr. Dewey put all

the blame for this disgraceful situation on President Roosevelt and
his administration.

No doubt the Roosevelt Administration was guilty, but not wholly

so. The awful responsibility must be shared by the Federal Council,

for it was the Federal Council which everlastingly put pressure upon

the Roosevelt Administration not to prepare; and don't forget the Federal

Council, at the time, claimed to represent 22,000,000 people and was
perhaps the largest pressure group in the country.

To be more specific, to what measures did the Federal Council resort

in order to hamstring the nation's attempts at preparedness?

They first of all carried on an incessant lobbying campaign in

Washington. This was highly successful to their way of thinking, but

well nigh disastrous to the nation. It brought death to many thou-

sands of our boys who were not properly equipped or trained. How
successful it was is seen in the following quotation taken from a
review of the critical and historical study of the acts of the Federal

Council as made by Dr. lohn A. Hutchison, an approved Federal Council

historian.

Said Dr. Hutchison, "Disarmament was the pet theme of the 1920's.

(p. 204.) In 1928 the Federal Council protested against the naval pro-

gram, and the pressure of several groups was so great that instead

oi building 71 new warships, we built only 17. (p. 204.) In 1933, it

again protested the use of WPA funds for naval buildings. In 1934

it requested the President to withhold appropriations for naval expan-

sion. Again, in 1935, it protested military expenditures and tried to

lead a church crusade against the government policies of rearmament,

(p. 207.) It opposed the drafting of men for military service and was
so blind to the evident signs that in 1938 it again protested military

expenditures, because it was "unwarranted by any evidence," they

said, "thus far presented—." (p. 207.) Since that time we have had
the evidence, but it was too late to go back. Mr. Hutchison had
this criticism to make of the Council's efforts—"It failed utterly to

understand the dictators, and that, practically speaking, such a policy

added up to appeasement." (p. 213.)

Our military leaders were aware of the Federal Council's activities.

The United States Navy, through its Intelligence Department which is

the Secret Service of the Navy, declared (and this declaration is

of the Congressional Record), "The Federal Council of Ouist in



ica: This is a large, radical pacifist organization. It probably repre-
sents 20,000.000 Protestants in the United States. However, its leader-
ship consists o! a small radical group which dictates its policies. It
is always extremely active in any matter against National Defense."

The second manner in which the Federal Council carried on its
pacifistic program was by encouraging objectors, many of whom do
not merit being called conscientious. This was done in three ways.

(1) First, as Dr. Hutchison their historian points out, they "advocated
peace strikes of workers." (p. 123.) Laboring men were encouraged
to strike, jather than defend their country. They were instructed not
to support the nation financially during a war nor to engage in the
manufacture of arms. Such treasonable conduct characterized many
workers and others influenced by Moscow and communistic teaching
Iwho insisted that World War II was an imperialistic war brought
^on by capitalistic nations. Everything possible was done to slow up
production in plants manufacturing arms for the Allies and also for
the United Stales. But as soon as Russia was attacked, all the Reds
pinks, and fellow-travellers became very patriotic and began to clamor
for arms and assistance for Russia. Speaking of imperialism, Russia,
oi all the allies, has been the worst offender. World conquest is
her aim. She has already taken over most of Europe, a large part
of Asia, and is demanding territory in North Africa and the Medi-
terranean. Before Stalin and Hitler fell out over the division of spoils
Russia was Hitler s ally.

v

(2) Secondly, Federal Council leaders working through various aqenci-s
and, in particular, the Methodist Church, persuaded large numbers of
students to declare that they never would take part in any war, inclu-ng wars of defense, and that they would give no assistance whatever
to support any war effort. Conscientious objectors from the Monnonite,
Brethren, and other such groups, while they would not fight, did not
object to working on farms and, to our knowledge, rendered a real
servoe to the nation. But some of these Federal Council objectors
Iwouldn t even help produce food to feed the nation during the war.

|f
hey did not however, hesitate to eat their share of what others

raised. According to the press, they spent their days lolling aroundhe special camps provided for them, reading communistic, modern-
stic, and other radical literature, and debating the themes discussed
therein These Federal Council stooges not only brought reproach
upon themselves, but upon sincere souls who were true conscientious
objectors, and unfortunate enough often to have to share the same camp.

(3) Thirdly, in its official documents, the Federal Council has invari-
ably been pacifistic. To our knowledge, the Federal Council never
went on record endorsing the war effort of World War II The vari-
ous handamentallst groups, to the contrary, and the American Council
oi Christian Churches in particular, gave their unqualified support

to the nation in its righteous undertaking, of putting an end to Nazi,

Facist, and Japanese aggression. The Federal Council condemned
our nation for bombing Germany's cities and for using the Atomic
Bomb on the Japanese. It was estimated by military authorities that

if we had not used the Atomic Bomb, not only would the war have
been prolonged, but at least a million of our brave lads would have fall-

en invading Japan. Although we deplore the necessity of taking life, we
feel that the use of the Atomic Bomb was justifiable, especially in

dealing with a criminal nation like Japan, guilty as she was of ruth-

less aggression and indescribable atrocities. As of this writing, the
Federal Council is advocating that "the churches call upon the Gov-
ernment of the United States to affirm publicly, with suitable guar-
antees, that it will under no circumstances be the first to use* Atomic
weapons in any possible future war." Such a policy,if adopted, would
be suicidal and would put us at the mercy of aggressor nations, some
of which—Russia, for instance—would have no compunctions what-
ever about using the bomb on us. It is now known that one night's
bombing, properly spaced and timed, could wipe out all the large
cities of America. If we should wait until that happened before we
acted, it would be too late.

'

Summary: In the light of all that we have been saying, we have
a very serious charge to make against the Federal Council of Churches.

(1) We must charge the leaders of the Federal CounciL along with
others, with being co-responsible for the unnecessary slaughter of
thousands of our men and the unnecessary prolongation of the war,
caused by the nation's lack of preparedness—and this because in
the case of the Federal Council, it had succeeded in hamstringing
all preparedness measures. It is our belief that, if we had been pro-
perly prepared/ the totalitarian powers never would have launched
the war. They struck when they did because they knew Britain and
America were not prepared. Because the Federal Council was so suc-
cessful in hamstringing the preparedness program, we maintain that
it should be brought to trial Also, we believe it was the height of folly
to permit representatives of that Council to be present at the U.N.O. San
Francisco peace conference. We also think that it is about tim* for all
wide-awake Protestants who are yet in denominations affiliated with
the Federal Council to repudiate such blind leaders.

2. Our second main reason for saying that the Federal Council is
anti-American is:

THE FEDERAL COUNCIL, THROUGH ITS LEADERS, HAS CHAMPIONED
A "NEAR COMMUNISM"

Rev. Cari^ Mclntire in his splendid book, "The Twentieth Century
Reformation," has called it a "near communism." We are inclined to
believe, however, that in many instances this is an understatement,
and that some of the Federal Council's most outstanding leaders are,
outright communistic.
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North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy
Here is an instance where Communists and their fellow travellers use

the term democracy to mislead. This committee was organized to spread
propaganda and raise money for the Communist forces in Spain. Bishop
Francis J. McConnell was chairman of the committee, which, according
to records of the Stale Department, raised millions of dollars for Spain's
Reds and their activities.

National Religion and Labor Foundation

"Set up by radicals, in 1932. to propagandize 'the new social order'/'
to give active cooperation to strikers, at the same time seeking the
revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist system. Its directing personnel
and National Committee is composed almost exclusively of Socialists
and Communists.

Twenty-four leaders and others prominent in the Federal Council
were affiliated with this revolutionary movement.

We might go on and mention ten other subversive agencies men-
tioned in this chart, but time will not permit. Many of the presidents of
the Federal Council have belonged to these organizations, including the
recent president, Bishop Oxnam. Bishop Francis J. McConnelL presi-
dent in 1932, is listed as being affiliated with thirteen such organiza-
tions. Rev. Albert W. Beaven (1933) was a member of the National Re-
ligion and Labor Foundation. Dr. Ivan Lee Holt (1936) defended the
Soviet Union, was an Emergency Peace Campaign sponsor, and aided
in the raising of money for Communists in Spain. Rev. Edgar Dewitt
Jones (1937) was affiliated with the American League for Peace and
Democracy organized by Moscow, and no less a person than Earl
Browder admitted that it was a transmission belt for Communist propa-
ganda. Dr. George A. Buttrick (1940) was affiliated with iho Fellowship
of Reconciliation which is described as a "radical-pacifist group using
Christian terms to spread Communist propaganda." He was also an
hmergency Peace Campaign signer and aided in the raising of money
tor Communist forces in Spain. Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam (1945) is
represented as belonging to the Methodist Federation for Social Service,
^organization seeking the abolition "of the profit system." Bishop
McConnell was president of this Federation at the time the chart was
P

*

r
.z!,

* fjshop Oxnam also is identified with the Fellowship of Recon-
ciiiation, War Resisters' League, National Religion and Labor Founda-

m' ^IS"! Qv
H_

Liberties Union, and the North American Com-
mittee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

These connections and activities of Federal Council presidents show'what happens when men reject, as they have, the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ Having repudiated the Truth, they accept the He of com-munism and help propagate it.

There is considerable irony in this deplorable situation. Well mean-tog people of means have been solicited for funds to finance the activi- >ties of these Federal Council leaders, never suspecting that they wep^ \
\
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being betrayed. They had no way of knowing that these trusted' ser-
vants would use this money to finance an attempted overthrow of the
capitalist system, with its free enterprise and accompanying rights and
blessings, not enjoyed to like degree by any other nation on this earth.

Then too, the rank and file of members in the various denominations
comprising the Federal Council do not know that a portion of their
church contributions is turned over to that Council and used to help

*

finance its leaders in their attempt to overthrow our present form of
government.

Once aware of what is taking place, and how their money is being
used, all these contributors must withhold their support; otherwise, they
are knowingly aiding and abetting the leaders of the Federal Council
in their treasonable acts against church and state. If they continue to
support them with their contributions, God most certainly will hold them
vccountable. So also will every right-thinking person in the nation.

The Federal Council has denied that it is a pacifist or Communist-
aiding organization, but in view of the facts, their denials can only be
interpreted as an attempt to cover up and deceive the public. It is an
established fact that the leaders of the Council have been notorious for

X

their communistic, pacifistic and subversive activities, and that the
Council has "meddled incessantly in political affairs, invariably spon-
soring the ideals of radical groups," as the Dies Committee proved. In
doing so, they had the approval of President Roosevelt, because their
aims were quite identical with those of the New Deal— the bringing to
pass of a Collectivist State, sometimes called State Socialism. What is
more, President Roosevelt protected the Federal Council in its activities
and, when made acquainted with the report of the Intelligence Depart-
ment of the Navy, issued orders that the Army and Navy and official
Washington were to make no further revelations concerning the sub-
versive activities of the Federal Council.

But the truth has come out in spite of this muzzling. The church and
the nation today are more aware than ever that the Federal Council is

^g menace to our form of government, our way of life, and as such
(/•frould be shunned by every true American. Many thousands, because
'^mj. these things, have broken with the Federal Council of the Churches of

Christ in America, and have come into the American Council because it is

opposed to all foreign ideologies as far as this nation is concerned and
is contending for the faith, which was once and for all time delivered
unto the saints. >

Our Second Main Contention Is:

THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IS DEFINITELY ANTI-CHRIS-
TIAN, SEEKING THROUGH ITS LEADERS. PUBLICATIONS, AND
ACTIVITIES TO UNDERMINE THE TRUE CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE
WORD OF GOD UPON WHICH IT IS FOUNDED* THE FEDERAL
COUNCIL IS AIDING AND ABETTING THE FORCES OF ANTI-CHRIST.

10

Our reasons for making such a grave charge are as follows:

1. First the literature dealing with doctrinal matters which the Council
has commended and helped circulate, has in the main sponsored the

anti-Christian creed of modernism. For the benefit of any who are not

informed, by modernism we mean the present-day denials of the funda-
mental doctrines of the Christian faith.

One reason why more people have not been aware of this fact is,

these modernistic writers have often used Christian terms to disguise
their apostate teachings. They use most Christian terminology, but
only too often with a meaning not found in the Bible. For instance, they
speak of the inspiration of the Scriptures, but they do not mean that all

the Bible is inspired and that in its original manuscripts it is inerrant.
They mean that its inspiration is about on a par with Shakespeare.
Again, Christ is referred to as the Son of God, but again they deceive
many, for they do not mean by such a designation that He alone is by
nature the Eternal Son of God, the equal of God the Father. To these
modernists He is no more the Son of God than we are.

The terrible thing is that this deception has been deliberately planned
and as such is most despicable. Attention is called to this deception by
John A. Hutchison in his critical and historical study of the Council.

This brings to mind a disgraceful thing we witnessed some time ago.
A friend we were visiting took to task a seminary student who had
called because this student indicated in his remarks that he didn't be-
lieve anything. Our friend said to him in substance, "If you don't be-
lieve anything, what do you preach in the pulpit?" The student replied
to this effect: "Our seminary instructs us when in the pulpit, for the sake
of the old folks present who might be disturbed, to pretend to believe in
Christian doctrine, but afterwards to take the young folk aside and tell

them not to believe any of it."

Do you wonder that my friend's face turned white and his body shook
with righteous indignation in the face of such brazenly admitted deceit?
We question whether the betrayal of Judas was any worse than this.

If the church has gone into apostasy, has lost its power and authority,
and is being despised, it isn't to be wondered at when thousands of such
rogues occupy modernistic pulpits the world over.

2. Second: Many of the Federal Council's leaders, and in particular
many in high positions, have been notorious unbelievers, and open
deniers oi the faith, brazenly heralding their undisguised unbelief to the
whole world. They have gloried in their unbelief, rejoiced in apostasy.

Rev. Carl Mclntire, devotes an entire chapter; namely, Chapter 4 in
his book "The Twentieth Century Reformation" to this point. We would
recommend that all who wish a more comprehensive study of this point
procure this book which every Bible-believer should own.

We proceed now to mention some of the Federal Council's leaders and^
to state their particular unbelief and denial of the faith:

11
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the groups must be sold on the idea of compromise—a willingness to

come together whether they agree or not.

Their chief agitator for this "world church" is Dr. E. Stanley Jones,

with Bishop Oxnam running him a close second. Both are Methodists.

Both are very Red. Unless we miss our guess, neither has anything to

lose or give up if such a union takes place. Dr. Jones has, we are told,

already laid the ground work for this thing in his communistic effort in

India, a land from which he is now barred.* We heard a missionary

relate that in India, when Dr. Jones observed the Lord's supper, it was
his practice at times to invite Hindus, Brahmins, and other pagans to

participate. Could anything be more sacrilegious? By so doing he re-

veals his real aim, not merely the union of all Christian groups but

the union of all religions which claim to believe in a God.

Others have been laying the ground work in this country. Bishop

Ivan Lee Holt, another Methodist, makes evident the purpose of the

Federal Council in the following statement: "The Protestant churches

must first unite. Then a Catholic Protestant Church could meet the

Greek Catholic Church and the Roman Catholic Church and work out

a plan for a World Christian Church. That ought to come some day,

and we have conferences and groups at work on plans ." Bishop

Bromley Oxnam has criticized the Roman Catholic Church, praised the

Pope, and advocated union all in the same message.

Now, we would like to see all true believers united, but this isn't

what they are proposing. This is something like that disgraceful affair

we mentioned a few minutes ago where believers and unbelievers sat

down at the Lord's table. Imagine, if you can, the compromise and

sacrifice that is going to be demanded of various Protestant denomina-

tions, holding in creed if not in practice to the historic Christian faith,

before they will be able to merge with Unitarians, Russellites, Adventists,

Spiritualists, Christian Scientists, Greek and Roman Catholics? Per-

sonally, we can't imagine the Roman Catholic Church doing such a
thing. They will approve union if the others all come into the Roman
Church, but not otherwise. But suppose such a union did take place.

Imagine once again, if this does not overtax your already over-bur-

dened imagination, the confusion, lack of cohesion, and so-called

"unity" that would exist in this nauseating ecclesiastical melting pot.

Of one thing we are quite certain, and that is that tjie process would

distil out every last vestige of true evangelical Christianity. Modernistic

unbelief, dead formalism, and paganism would eventually triumph.

The next step in the process would be the worship of the "BEAST,"

"The Man of Sin" who would most certainly become the unifying force

in this apostate ecclesiastical system, leading his devotees Into the

awful throes and horrible judgments of the Great Tribulation. The Fed-

eral Council of Churches, by its present policies, is preparing the way
for his manifestation.

16
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, CONCLUSION

1. We conclude our message by first of all summarising what we have

been saying, by restating briefly our two main charges.

First, the Federal Council of Churches is the' avowed enemy of the

nation and the American way of life and as such should be shunned

by every true American. *

Secondly, the Federal Council of Churches is the open avowed enemy

of the true Christian faith and as such should be repudiated by every

true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ

2* To be more pointed, since these things are true, once Christians

know the facts, they cannot remain in association with the Federal

Council without being guilty of treason against the nation and treason

against the Lord Jesus. To remain in a denomination which is in the.

Federal Council, and thereby to be counted as a member of that

Council, giving it thereby moral and financial support, is clearly a case

of aiding and abetting the enemies of our land and enemies of the

Lord Jesus Christ

3. The thing lor all true Christians to do who are yet in the Federal

Council denominations is to obey the command God has given them
in II Corinthians 6:14-7:1.

"Stop becoming unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness and what partner-

ship hath light with darkness?

And what sympathy hath Christ with Satan? or what portion hath he
that believeth with an infidel?

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are

the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and
walk in them; and I will be their God and they shall be my people.

Wherefore come out from among them* and be ye separate, saith the

Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and I will receive you.

And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

Having therefore all these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse

ourselves from all defilement of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness

in the fear of God." Literal Translation.

God demands that we separate ourselves from such denominations
and have fellowship with and support only those true to the faith.

If you do not know of the location of such churches in your area,

write:

THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
15 Park Row, New York 7, New York

This Bible-loyal and patriotic organization will be happy to give you information,

as will the author who is Secretary of the American Council of Christian Churchy

17
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National Constituents of

THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

1. Bible Protestant Church

.
• 2. Bible Presbyterian Church

3. Southern Methodist Church

4. General Association of Regu-
lar Baptist Churches, North

.
(Individual churches approv-
ing, nearly 100% members)

5. Independent Fundamental
Churches of America

6. Associated Gospel Churches

7. Old (Evangelical) Catholic

Church

8. Union of Regular Baptist

Churches of Ontario and
Quebec

9. Tioga River Christian Con-
ference

10. Conference of Fundamental
Churches

}L United Christian Church

12. National Fellowship of Breth-

ren Churches (in radio matters)

13. Methodist Protestant Church

14. Evangelical Methodist Church

15. Iowa Eldership of the Churches
of God in North America
(not Pentecostal)
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EDWIN ARfHURHALL
37th District, New York

home address:

82 Rush Avenue
B1NGHAMTON, NEW YORK

HOME OFFICE:

ROOM 302

Federal Post Office Building

8INOHAMTON, NEW YORK

Washington Office:

If09 House Office Building

WASHINGTON. D. C

* 9

Congress of ttje WLnittb Stated

jfyowtt of &epre*entatitoetf

iS9a*i)tngt<m, 3B. C

COMMITTEE:
AGRICULTURE

COUNTIES OF THE JTni DISTRICT:

Broome
Chenango
Madison

*>$ 1950
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Xr. J. Zdgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
l.'ashiagtorx, D.C.

Dear -ir. Hoover:

"Mother —port I have recently heard -^ .-'.. /
of is 'How ?.ei is the Federal CounciU—̂ — ."

k'..ixu;i x ri^t)r:tcLii is a report from
J. Lcigar Hoover, and I vculd like tc
S3t a copy if they arc available"

.rociatr your sending me a copy of tht
report]

Thc^king you, I remain vith best vdsh'jj

lloc-t sincerely

fcU<^&?J^-
ED' .11* AHTi7JR/MALL,M.
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