
http://www.blackvault.com/


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

STTRJFCT: NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION



||p£tf JSfyffWratlduffi • UNITED states governmen

Mr. .ivsen£- BEST COPY AVAILABLE .«./•£ 3, «.

6.\>

OF„B<JFLE„SCOt^S Ai^ XCTZZ3
ANTIT-vJJT (fbr

Tul's iz zz auvxse i-a; ~.~

jjfiited January 31, 1955> ^as request
£ :lh the captioned matter. The inves

^jtfith sevSral jtteil known sportsmen's
motive companies engaged in n&nufactu
'"::??-<:••

- i j

-: .--.mitrus t division by inemo:-

e _ Investigation of allegea .

ti *.ation requested involves c

.-a^azines as well as contac-
scopes and mounts.*ing rifle

investi. ation is bai

#;(jfia~nufacturerl of rifle scopes ar.u rs

^publishers o3 several sporting maga

§|^..;these products are cis tributes ana

f^lhat tne magazine publishers, actin

lifeave refused to accept advertising
^t/hese products at cut prices, Sucn

^Advertising of price cutting retail
^'Violation of the Sheman Act.

Wz+y.'.
The department has reques

^magazines, and their publishing cocnp

c -:n tne arxu^aVL^n x,^ati CcfiK
J

ounts nave conspired with tn-

zines to control prices at w.

s ol •- t o tne publi c . It is a

£ in collusion with tne manu.
of tnose firms wnicn attempt
concerted action to -boycott

era would apparently constit

t-;G that we contact tne fox.:

anies:

Piel'd and Soream, Hugh Grey, editor, published by Henry H

and Company, >;ew York City
Outdoor Life, William £. Hoe', iaitor, publishea by Popula:

Science Publishing Company, Hew York Ci'

Hunting and Fishing, 3ob Becker, Editor, published by Hun*.

and Fishing' Publisning Corporation, Chi

Sports Afield, Ted Resting, icitor, published by The Hears

Fur-Pis!i-C-arae (Harding's Magazine),
published by A* R
Columbus, Qnio

Corporation, New York City
V. Haruing, Zoltor

•<Haraing Puolisning C

addition to the above-named magazines, we are ask
ipanies engaged in the manufacture arid distributlc

feunts* - At all;£tiie3e companies, the Investigation
^)'the>purpoae|of locating, anfl?- evidence tliat the magazines and tu

Jptfiuitu^ the" advertising of price c

if^atalleVsi I
t
, / <K"'

>

v ..**.*-"• .?-l

r^ti&ct. five >: c

$£$;*»© ope a and

™
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This Is submitted for your information.

Copies of the Antitrust Division request are being prepared
^ and appropriate instructions will be forwarded to the field immediately.
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ANTITRUST

H
,5THC?S!S OF FACTS; and

Bausch
ShOW- ;

2'. 3

4--

Vand Lomb Optical Co., iff

ing financial statements, asset valus and quantum of ,.-;,..
,

oxi3lne3s transacted annually by this company from V5h$;'\£:
://.y

through 19i:i; 5^ veil &s information showing the proportion^
x& '^xi^TieBB in scopes -andmounts compared to total- bu^iri^sfs;'

"transacted during those years, According to these in-
dividuals, scopes and mounts form a relatively small
portion of their total business. Price list was furnished
r.j 5 and I, Company for scopes anc mounts as well as
"onsitions of sale. Statistical data was obtained re-
electing number and dollar value of scopes and mounts'
cold in 194-9 through 195!+ • Bausch and Lomb

."fair trade" these products.
Bausch and Lomb Optical Co # , aavisea cna

"ae"atu£naea. ~iJe meeting held at National Rifle Association
Headquarters, Washington, D a C 99 on !;/2Q/53, at which tl
other manufacturers Issued complaints that the American'
aifleman was relaxing its long established policy: of '';/.

J

jjrgt|j^tlng its readers from false claims in advertising*'
claims meeting had no effect in the attitude or •',

performance by Bausch and Lomb Optical Co,, and further
that no conclusions were reached and no actions ^were
upon as a result of this meeting to his knowledges

i
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AT HOCII'KSTER, ir-:;* YORK

/ x Bausch arid Lorob Optical Company, advised that the

V ^ amount of business transacted by his company in
'V ' scopes and mounts is relatively small as compared

with the overn^^ou^iitum of business transacted
*nnv321jr+ HH|HB;^5 interview; ''ere:'

1 2 %

• Ho made available annual reports
of Sho Bausch and Lomb Company for the years 191+9*

19;^ 1952, 1953 anr; 195U/ He stated that th<-

copies of the annual report for 1951 are not available,
however, the annual report for 19b«^ does include the
financial statue including; -thn assets anil the sales
for the year 1951.

These annual report 3 are being
furnished as enclosures with this report to the
Bureau*

The total asset value of the Eausch
and Lcnb Company as well as salos for the years 19U9
through 195U sre set: out:

ie* Jaler.

1v1j.9 ^35,307,100

0:"'

1950 $38,027,193

1951 $U8,530,912

19!?* §52,150,812

1953 $51,077,282

1951; ^8,927»9i|-7^8,927,91^7 6U~4?^'f#**

To!;^l Assets

139,195,535

&.o, 1&3,023

.;,^3, 66 0,298

^3, i} 98, 758

i!,-^, 097, 305
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^^^ made available a copy o: f

publication of the bauson and Loirib Optical Company,

v entitled, "Facts About Hunting Sights" which is
: "described as a manual of technical and practical
''information on the' design and construction of tele-

scopic hunting 'sights and their performance 'and

7 *;.depehd described '-this
.
:.p.ub3LJLca-tion as

the best
r

desc3ftptIve7l^qrmation. of ,the- various
-v$$*z of rifle -s-^opes tod-movlht s ;pr^ei^the

.

Bausch and Loitfu ^viael Company* *

' r ' ;
'- : 'V->-'^->'--'

This manual is being forwarded- as an
: enclosure with this report; to the Bureau.

ruar^v- iVi*
Bausch and' Lomb Upticai Company,

ise of thV relatively small amountj ,of,

.business transacted;.!)^; ..thi^S; company in scopes and _'•

< mount s>. no -separate /files are maintained on the

; competitors, of- ' the^'3auich,;and- Lomb Optical Company \.

'in this 'field;'-' He' staged -that ..any; corre sp.ondenc e
'

•

' relating 'to 'any of the competitors would be contained
*

in the general files and because of" the small amount

of correspondence he does not feel that a general

file review would be feasible

•

"

made available the files •
..,. \

. concerning the Diagonal- Rifle Association of America-,

^1600- Rhode Island Avenue, Washington -.6, D, C # , -which

•include' aaetter./date^April 7, 1953 from..MERRIT.T A f
'

"ED'SONi-^ National Rifle Associa-

tion of -America \tj?B|^^M|^^W requesting' that, he-

attend a meeting" pH^WH?^^^f953 at 10;00 "a;^#> ;;^£/.,
'. ^to explore Wiiytlie >f^^
-/pplicy as it .pertains '''to'^e^isrcihg' thcr:pro^ision;sr of ,: .

.'lithe several Fair Trade ^Acts,".
.

"^/v '."'.*>
•; 'i V,' *y--

:

rf\

In this 'file there Is contained" a - letter

1 V

2

«.',.&-'#§

,.':,-'/vi

W*
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Fr^'* but point
does not
In this .

American

!&V mediums :

^a. scopes, v

discussic
magazine.

chanrjinr

!??" made av?

W':
' as enclc

te .
;

-

avallab
dated V.

;
.

"-. . trices
-. still i

*
»,- form It-

J, .-? -

.

dealer?;

4.

i.6 w or

advise
partic
years
number
which
Comper
throu;

*
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__ from
ion To attend the-, above ~n:<:ctin^,

the Bausch and Lomh Company
contract? with its

states , "however, since the
T^he of the principal advertising
_.ioculars, rifle sights, and spotting
irately interested In any p.onoral

. y; the advertising policies oT the

: lie also is a letter dsted April 13,
.

**
"!' SO A* , Exe c a Ci v c . "drsctc.

'stion of America uo
~ h c a b o v s mo r 1 1 n f;

.

of these letters were
and are being forwarded

1955,

1

p made
. list by models ^^^^^^^^^nd mounts

According toB p> these
::*5ct since Januar^T^TyiJv and are
He stated that with this price list,

-.2 also sent to dealera and prospective
- the conditions of sal';.

of the above price list and form
;in£ forwarded as an enclosure.

:ruary 23, 1955,
"" able~as so sue

.5 produced "and sold, by units from the
-?h 195i|« He made available the total
ajau the dollar amount of rifle scopes
ified by the Bausch and Lomb Optical
3 3lghts and mounts for the years 19i|9

60 -46 1 6 -
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The following chart sets forth the number
of units, the dollar value of sales of those Items
during those years

S
^
LES

,.2
F RI? 'LE SIGHTS aNd hquivTsUk year's 1949 JBRottflH 1954

t-7 •RIFLE SIGHTS -:>

0/r.:^; EXPORTS

Year

1954

.1953

1952

1951

1950

19/4-9

Year

1954

.1953

-1952

Units

17^7

2162

3095

3672

329i|

-< -> — -'

DOMESTIC

Units

1947

2723

3047

Amount

8^,302.70

105,620.89

k, 443. 1115-

164,673.20

168,039.74

167,267.99

MOUNTS

Amount

3;i, 482.4.0

44>14L92

'49,152.69

Units

6

8

7

"10

21

Awoant

325.00

437.00

414.25

498.87

1,16'5.36

EXPORTS

Units

-.8
'

"

8

Amount

l34-w59

16:6,?1

ST8"5
:

'W8*w.4i>.° : *.--

e .. - 147.35'

b °-46i 6 . 9
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asset »
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IS-
MOUNTS

fr;-•

'

Cont'd

1 -.TV*:.-., DOMESTIC EXPORTS

-,"*:"

Year Units Amount Units Amount' V *.

v- w ~y *"> -^

65,l/x2.86 Q 11^6,25

~ V ^ u 37u3 •^,^9.^ 23 3 91."25

Ii6.07c.9i;" *- <•»

:-*j

XCLDD3S IRON RIF11 SIGHTS
- -j j ~ ~ .. i j » ,. . - . .;•

-n February 15, 19^5.
1

Eauach and Lomb Optical Company^avRe1
-

^ a
;,
c7" invited by General EDSON "to:' a" meeting heir

.V *«.;ational Rifle Aaaociation Headquarter! it '

lao
S^°^

7
D ' ?- cn April 20, 1953. He stated tha

daSdt! f ?Sc-
e ° alls that he rec «ived a letterca.ed Aprxl

J
195^ :>om General EDSON, Executive

?^?"S
r
m ?

e
?.
at

-

ional Rifle Association of America,
SSi 1

f f^? tne neetin€ to explore all the factors
Rifling *? ??

e advertisi»S Policies of the National
?i

fi^5"? s " P^tains to the enforcing and provision*
inv-«%?

air ^d
v ^tS -- stated th«t\e acLpteaX

ii-n^!
1011 c;-/ eha1 -:

oT Bausch.and Lomb. Optical Comoanv
aid iS

^

ation'^d Pointing- dut *hat.,^he Bausch
P 7

^tn ??l
Co:npany does not, have Pair>Pr^ae'.;coii1ir'acts

pin^inJV*
6
-!? 8 ^ Ee st ated. thatNthe meetin^Wa »N ...

doL W^/f^*^ b
'

7 the W
' R * WeaV,^Co^an7,.:,whichdoes nave Pair Trade contracts with its -dealers and
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE

t..ne « . rt. /^:nv jf

ian should not ace
orcd "vcflvcr produces fit; le«3

fl:>:

'; n r«

s tat ed tha t ths oth v-r

, foit tfe t

o -ivvvt Lsiny
';h<* Kalr
u:> c t:tr or j

inlain t $ th at th

<

A:um,:;v,
lading its long existing policy o: >C3 v-jo'

;u I i k a

.

> National
reaciers from false claims in advertising and
Ee recalls that Gen. EDSON pointed out th.v.t

Rifle Association people could not .possibly undertake
tc check all ads to make sure that the prices Tor .veaver
scopes were within the Fair Trade contracts and it was
up tc the W, R. 'Weaver Company to enforce the contracts
:-.- J\:

M-^ oitlon vit?: tec lxr)3v*'ivr3 tiozlorz. They
ar^ueu. on v

:he otner V.and tlva'u
v
ti/yj :.vaA.*\. v::v . *:'vr:

good record of having saken Immediate action on any
complaints received from readers concerning false claims
end other types of dishonest advertising. He seated
that to the beat of his knowledge no conclusions were
reached and no actions were decided upon. He stated
that to the best of his knowledge, nothing was accomplished
except it gave the individual advertisers a chance to
make known their complaints. Ke added that to tha
beet of his knowledge the meeting resulted in no '••'

conclusions and no actio
a result of this meeting
cay with cer'
the attitude
Co^rar.v,

a in ty that this
-
n ;

or nerformance of

cind was taken a3
stated that he could

<rrnnn; had no effect 'in
the Eausch and Lonb

^^^^^^^ state J that to the best of his
knovledse^x^oE^ervation there never has been any
kind of an understanding between the manufacturers
in the scope and mount field on any subject. He
pointed out that the rifle, sight manufacturing
field is known for the complete isolation of each
manufacturer on all matters. He stated that he haa

j

no correspondence with the other manufacturers in
this field and his only source of ii^arj^^n con-
cerning their activities comes fromjH^BB-^al.esman

•t?i

6
- 7 -
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sale.^ out It
:
also poin J

»

V
iV

1;

tha:^ne^!merican Rifleman is :"^ best source o:

advertising by a manufacturer cT scopes and mounts,
and for this reason he does* not think it would te

probable that any manufacturer would refuse or threats
to -.refuse to -advertise in this publication., lie statc-i

that'.'-thishould also be true to a lesser degree; in
all outdoor "type ''publications and- added -Ta^feoows of
no threats by manufacturersvto withhold advertising
V??:z any magazine because of retail price ai

:

r^ofc0d
on vw,r:s ssid counts in the' retail advertisements
of ^eriodicaxt-. '

r o ^dded that except for the -incident
that occurred on April ?-^> 19£?» -** knows of no
complaints or objections made by s£>:; of tftc /jvs
manuf acturers or by any distributor to a mag^-:^
because that magazine was carrying retail advertise-
ments which offered to sell scopes and mounts at

cut prices, •
•

* stated that because of the

highly competitive field, he knows of the existence,
of^no" contracts or understandings- between any of

the five manufacturers and distributor- or retailers^

of scopes and mounts which relate to:

(a) Division of sales territories.

(b) Price fixing or resale price
maintenance,

(c) Exclusive dealerships.

(d) Other regulations of business
activities .conducted by independent-
res-ellersV -

t

'
,/

stated that he is not In" -^ '.

- e -b^-46I£" -

til
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^^c,^-- --

n r> does ho know of any documents relating

b^-e?prPinR
"
to scopes and mounts which disclose

™"»s*is bvanv of the five manufacturers to sell

or'deliver their products upon order of any distributor

°or Sfdiscontinuance of supplies to dl strict ors or

-esale outlets or the reinstatement of retail outlets

'subsequent to .termination of distributorships.

HaBBB— stated that he knows of no general

^^JaridlngSTHSee? magazine publishers or P«^f«" S

"•-^ «<.^ure"S that: o particular course of action in

So forlof boycota -^ h-Arv nur.v,:: *? th regard to

cut rate ic.ver tislnf ol rifle scope: ™yin'

\^ r^ LP.de
On March 3 5 19>p»1^

available a memorandum prepare
.

, , *rr=-=-

tc him concerning his recollection of *g« 5®f^B
v>nH at thfi National Rifle Association Headquarter

3

in WasMngLnfKG. , on April 20, 1953. This memoranda

is dated leb^arj 2^ 1955 and is being forwarded as

enclosure. • •

' The following exhibits were obtained

and are being forwarded with this report as enclosures:

Exhibit I

Exhibit II

Annual report of the Bausch

and Lomb Optical Company,

X9U-9

Annual resort of the Bausch

and Lomb Optical Company,

1950

.'Exhibit III. Annual report of the Bausch

'and Lomb Optical Company,

1952

Exhibit IV Annual report of the Bausch

and Lomb Optical Company,

1953 ~„
„ .

60 -46l6 =
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Exhibit V

Exhibit Vj.

Annual report of the Bauoch

and Lorcb Optical Company,

195U

A manual of technical and

practical information on tr.e

design and construction of

telescopic hunting; sights •••.._
their -performance" and dependability

rm

Exhibit . va\* Cask ;?JiU e_ Si f;ht^_

orice list dahel \\-oJ3 '-'-«. -'"-'
°_"j\

Exhibit VIII Form Letter £56 of the Special"

Sales Department

inhibit iX

Cxhibii

Exhibit XI

Chart of sales of Rifle Sights

.and Mounts for "years 19h9

'through 195U 1 "'.'.

Letter Q^^\^^3j^^^^j^a^^ '- A.

tcB p
Eausch anc^omo^pTWaTTompany

*1

To <-^ a y. not.^H ton! 15, 1953 -,.34

froml pto Gen. M. A. EDSOrl,-^

Execu?iv^5!rec?o?, National .?&&

Rifle Association of America

Exhibit XII Le
:

.

- to
M

Exhibit XEI-I

11 13, 1953 .

from Maj. Gen.

'J'" E&S^N .-

'.:-

dated ^February ;22i,: -/;,; •;-r^

v>?S4

,.vi

" RUC
6U:.

:484S 22'H
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BEST COPV AVAILABLE m
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DATfT WHEN PERJOD roi, WHICH WADE
j
REPORT MADE 0V

LJZfV^ 3/16j^V^

'L'lsrHi-:'.::'!^:: ai;i; r^L'iiL ALVivri^u^;

- ;

*.

!

5
t
YNOP5;S OF FACTS:

4

rJKiD

K*"-^

_^ :Sa-n -ranciscc, Oalif., ai^ertiseci rifle scopes and znouats
.

^nt:ifc American iafleman from about Dec, I9pl to April, 1?53 at cut rate

\
p:?

c
.

es
:

Jun9
> 1?53 advertising rejected about April, 1^3 oy letter in

*;. vnicn it was indicated rejection for reason that magazine aid not feel
1 ar/ertising was in best interests of sportsmen. Ln J-;av,___)Q.-, ^ ?

"orrpany obtained in/iuncticvr i?i ^:/j /V^.-jci.c-o er/ci-YL

^^ aaie rii'ie scopes and TounT^^T^TSS^^han
^

cer^in prices
, | continued advertising in American Rifle-

>T san xnrough Oct., i.y^ using lull prices bat discontinued as business
- ceclined to point where they discontinued entirely the hanaling of thes?

products. No knowledge any collective action in this matter by manu-

a

.3

.-*

A?*

i f&cturers and- publishers.

i

AT SAN FHAI^ISCd, CAIIrOfiNIA ;

^^March 2i, ly55 ^^^^
J

, ac vised tnaj in Dece^nb^r
i>ruer oj.cint.ss in scopes and mounts,

"~~~~ mail
avert is ed

\„, ,r:-^°-46i 6 .9©

P*"$r "FvWt^oyeo and Special Acemt
in cmaaoc DO NOT WRIT* IN THKSK SPACES

_^fi^j 7̂~J~f~^~0£.L ^RD£D~27

i
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in the American ?.iflersji^H||^ advert is erne,

under those BUgce3ted by the manufacturers.

•or- til May, l$53
_

wiwn *ns '>»< ?- Weaver -Company ootainea an 1;

in Superior Court, is.r, Francisco, California, which engine:

eei lias 'of advertising for sale at less^thajs prices, stated, n

Sis iflfcnctiorl I attempt .to/,£ight; it and _^_
- coaid not "toll vSeaver prauucvs at aesa/^.^^f^ir

;
rtraae^

'

aAi^''^idvi£€^ that prior to the above merii.ionfQ s

l^cezvSc^ 'letter frc^y the American; Elflex

tsey had ixaii'cated tb.a-« mat *ere not, going^to r\

In the Juno, 1933 [issue as they

the beat ' > * --- ^~-

:a&ine

.dyer

^.rV ?*£

i sta-^ thai after ^eoeiyittg^ £his'Ve^c$icn a:

jlo^mxi^: tftw

;

Jjiaetion obtained by ^v& tlW placed new ao

meats vith t*e- American Eifl«wn rfor the rmbnths. of -July, throw

October,- 1953 In which the established ratai^pricea .^er^
:

quo^

.They discontinued" these after October/; l^a^aiJ they recaivec -

few^reffporis S3W tbsir sales fell, off to -the point-where the

continued this'" business entirely and they.- have not .jMuated it

'

had to writ© back to their cusioraers and tall, them .that .tney ..

-not sell them at a tii5<:omt and they soon lost all of, the bus:-

- "" *

" , -

-
J-?1^

;

Jtrou^Lf
Irefus

t>d-ire:

^ewr^rttfei^M^W Suggestions

.

regai^ini-iayye^^li^^ to

phad na contacts'; with the man-

^. • v v .* .**
:

.

''v: v
7 * ;

^J - '«

J

H> t'*
*^ < -

•

*
'^>'*$' '' „

'

* S ', \

^«38

:-^«

v^

'.'/-s

•^^

;v^.

•v*SS

^^»^' ..^k^K^fi'',
'•&tt&;{i£Z£&

i^^Sv

^P

;?L^tfK:>C
:^«; %&
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and few contacts with- pthe.r: dealers in this equipment '."afcd had, no

v ,.. - knowledge cf any cqlieotive 'action., on the part of man\tfaoturBrs and.

f% t /nifoljs tiers : with resuect to the ,; maintenance -of^retail^pr.ices, on -this
'

%'^':'\''§q
L^ only attempted to ^dv^rtise.

T
in the

"""

-^r that hs "nsS^SSJTJo^
£;*

.-I; ^

? •;•!•'?. U !

iV + **£>>.-- '"•
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t
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ty;
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.
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'

1
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-• ...-
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;

..
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'
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'
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TVlS CASE ORIGINATED

3
•4

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

„ hewyoei;. -ESTCOPYAVAfLABLE

•., i

P2J>o«x WADE AT

• SIKINGEIr.LD

PERIOD FC* WHICH MADE

3-30-55
:

3-23-5^

DATE WHEN
MADE

TTTLE

I'J-' DISTRIBUTION AND RETAIL ADVERTISING
£''!- C7 EIFL~ SCOPES AND MlI; NTS

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

IV

•r
*•

1:-

_ interviewed at Springfield, Illinois, on 3-

23-55 and signed statement, obtained in which he advised ..he

has oeen unable to hsve .advertising inserted in "The American
Rifl«ni6n"-"since. -April, 1953, with one'

apparentij due to an 1 error. Several -

obtained from
the

the .les
,
*\

a
V

a^r^^ponae nc e

the "Rifleman 11 states the aus were
"net in the best interests of the National
or sheeting in general' 1

; aloe because "

that offerings of shooting equipment at
retail prices are cetrimental to the orderly .-ncvement cC sucw K
merchandise through regular retail channels, are a disturbing/'
factor in the friendly relationships between established
distributors and the'' National Rifle Association, and are
otherwise contrary to the best interests anj^^^^ctives cf
the Association, and shooting in general". J m says
U
I believe that the 'American Rifleman 1 was iwea to not

accept my advertising because of pressure put on the publi-
cation by large manufacturers and jobbers of scopes and
mounts. "However, I tan unable to prove this by any
evidence «"

'

i

T-l >•[ '->

t-

Jf-OfnWARDED:
Sfeciai. Agent

in chakow

aOVKD

-frz* '-/ip' ag.,^28

fb.irO

THIS REPORT

fl>- Bureau (60-i-6l6)( sac.ieir

-ftHCiLOSTJ%
.^
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DETAILS: AT SPRING? ISLD. ILLINOIS
BEST COPY AVAlLABlf

"&•'•

loIs (.permanent _
_

_

J Illinois) was interviewee on March 2j>,

We furnished the following signed statement:

.
• "Springfield, 1-1.

-.'• March, 23/ 195>.

n T - ^^^^^H,voi]iniur% give':iM<$oliowint

stateSIMS^^^BBBHPW^**^a^?S^hiin-
IJS^t^-aflWPHHRHf.of^tfce,FederalvJii^,of
Investigation, TJ.. S,.^Department -ofjustice. .^-tf^eats

or promises have been; made
:

tq;,6ay>^ to -jgiye^^g;-:-^

- ;iS

-

:

;

i HY
A*

'

am

^_ at
tne Engllsn
ctence to be
but alac re
-Ill&iois, T
at

*ge having been born on

Illinois

*

w
I can read ana write

g^cTMx Wf* . T consider nrv r-erman&nt re si-

Pis

xiois*

"Sin^thei latter part.vof-a9i|7 I ; have been .operating
;

:

a small rnail- order: business' buying and selling tele-

scopic sights 'aiad mourilts for guns., In .furtherance ,/of

tfals~: btxsine&s ?,i Regularly ..advertised in ' The American

'3m0ra^ magazine of the National

Tdfie^Association^ - -Ky ads were net too big, usually,

,&nd*/were':placed in the, classified ad section of the

-i&agaiine^/ /0 '" /*•:.*;".."-- '•-/ '•'

;'-'V^'

' "Most. or.

..^olTowIn^i

"Most of- the ads placec^n^hj^^j^ican.
the name of |f or ^^^_^^^ -This- was'- .a^o™ name i adopted ror zne

5^reasonsr.'{i)/S,To i:
keep.the W«r S. .Weaver Comr

'>/$

te^^^^^^^-y^M^^vinfe , tKat' i

"

:

t)i?lfc c^s tomer
,;

lan.

v'vihs^t&Be/
^;,,to^^e^.Vgoqi

j
:to /reta6'itiber 5

:;was,; iii v.t'^a^felMhg vJJheii^: _

_

-"'-'-- *-*
'

li^'t'-- prices' -through

__ 'J
{2j^I,'Cpnside^ed

vn^e':tooseil- under ihasitiilc

at . least much- ;easier than
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EST COPY AVAILABLE

^•-\:

"In June , 1950 I received a letter from Kr # F. A.

Moulten of 'The American Rifleman' stating that they
vculd no longer accept advertising from me. inasmuch as
they had received information from 'reliable sources'
that I was operating a number of supply businesses
under the names of several different individuals and
firms. The letter stated further that 'we do not feel
that it is in the best interests of the Association ana
its members for us to continue to accept advertising
for the Rifleman from anyone who consistently operates
under a number of aliases* 1

"After several letters back* and forth : I managed to
explain, apparently to the.vsatiB^cti'on .of the ' Amer.
Rifleman', that I ha*d;from'^tim^ r i

:

o
:

' time used ctcev r^mes
and addresses in carrying on my business b\xt that

: practically all my adverti sing ia v.-;e 1 American Rifleman
had' been under ths name cf fl f as that was
the name I v;ant<vu to build

"In September, 1950 I received a letter
,

r. Lucas, Business Manager, National Rifle Association
I

of America, in which he advised the .* American Rifleman 1

would again accept. my advertisings beginning with the
j

November, 1950
' issue^prc^r^iec^r^
cfB W and

that I would Vremoa^^^^poPtW^^^^n^^e^nSg oractices
in order to meet requirements'-' of' 'Pair Trade Laws.

-

;

" Things went along smoothly- from that point until
.
Kay, 1953 when the American Rifleman again refused t-t

accept my advertising stating: l The advertisement out-
lined in your letter of April 30th is not in the best
interests of the National Rifle Association, or shooting

•

: in-general.

'

"When I asked for more specific details.- as to why
.
my advertising was unacceptable^td' the "magazine I re-

•• ceived another -letter from Mr , ?. A. -Moulten of : the
.

:

/American -Rifleman'' in which- he stated:- '\
"

.
.v^tfr/'-As- to the reasons -for our .letter to you-:of-' May •

.
;;'--';.5th, if -1b "'our! feel-ihg' -ttiatv, offerings of shootin-

,;.,"/• 'equipment at less than .established retail prices"
': • -are detrimental to "the orderly* movement of. 'such'

/;
:

. , .merchandise through regular; retail-ch^riels, are

C5
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BEST COPY AVAJLAi

? ;-ri;
c

rr in £ factor ** the frienolv rel-tion-
^f* ? ™?? er,ablished distributors and tv, exia.ional «it le Association, anc are cth-rvisecontrary to the beet interests r^o oMect « if r

-

tne Association, and shooting in^?eX^ '

_ "I thereafter sent in severr.l p^c r . ... _-_ .

.

•rr.e American Rifleman' but theyVre all
' l.^™ lr\ .

letter from Mr Moulton <~\,i? ?
receiv * d another

of -not ^e^sl^^^lJ^^ «» Policy
less than established retail 2i?J

?
C so1q at

,
quoted .frcsc .this letter:

P
'

A ParaPra?h is

"'However, if ws continue re ^->> ,..,.,.-•.. _ v „_ .

oo our current re.' •• "' " c- a^^--
c

*'t.
:

• _,_ f;;:£ ^-- ^ncv C f not acceorirr
xess man eatablishec ret T ^ « f *v.??-

c?es
always be running into specie 1' ^^tt^t^&lx
a G cutunea in 7Cur lett r ,

"/,; :^-;-.:n =-~ 3ucn
tc advertise in this' marine since^" ' been able

since It h°s -the fr-tHn«^ j i J oCC>^2 ana nc

or sccoe:
re. usee

SfcenSircu-fo^
10^"?^ 6^* percental

- *.« ^t i-usuo^ers, possibly as rauc'-- as -.£

cosset* rM. •„«„
nl- c- are racia

loss. **
iW ' as cause & rae considerable fine

fT-r

or
wer
toe
S v;

y be

tints

en-

nic
c en
iai

ft r

.-•^-t^^ »°* forced
:.-tne .publication by x&rFi t'aL^"7 ^'Pressure put on
/.-.scopes ,anc mounts ^of/eyTr T

a°*urer
? «* jobbers cf

.::£xle£ .viU no d0
-

u , t Ji^^^^JS"?"" Rifleman'

y
blished

:h-..:h :',
.. ,;U, ,;: ..;,::':; , .£,$&#0*8hfeMf

1
• *^ :!U(

--^

m^>
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'list prices. i have every reason to believe the
objections filed by the" W. rt. Weaver Company with the
'American- -Rifleman 1 were the prime factors in the
decision of the magazine not to accept my advertising
any _ mere. I recall. a conversation I had in approximately
1951 with an official of the Morehouse ana Wells company"
of Decatur, Illinois in which this official stated in
substance thac he had been instructed by the W. .R,
Weaver Company, not .to sell me any. more Weaver scopes as
-Ihad been cutting the price below the established .

list price.
.;.. I- canr.ot. Recall the name of this -official

of the Morehouse; ,^d;.yje lis'; firMi.: . . .;.-;.••..-.:;,:

"I have" read the ""above statement consisting of
this page and three other pages and it is true.

' Special A^ent, 721, Springfield, Illinc
, 5u6cial «gent, ?.~-. I. Springfield, Illinc

••i ^n -—-. 3^?rif^*1;^ is being 'retained in•the ppringfield file- on;-this, matter. ... -
:

v

, -... -—-—--^Jaai^fie.became involved in the mail orderbusiness or cuying ana.se3.ling scopes and m^t., n^ff
1^ .-

r

ac c ident
. He - ©Xplaine& 'that, . some time in| he

""

S^i* -"S?
e f°r ^Q^-rifle and aentln^n^ryfllr.aprice lxst direct^ to ^he^,v;.Ri -Weaver Company, El Paso" Texas"-^en ^received th^^ice aist he noted Lai' the |"ce fe?t^^^ox- onree scopes -was/less than the price for one- that

Ss-S:- ?^f fc ^^an oyaer or eightSen.scopea was evenless
.r- ..--fe.

e
r
»berefore conceived -the idAa-ftL-aaMaLi^ eicrhf^n-scopes yrfith the thoughtvin'mind .thaS||iHil||fSo^d SSSbablvbuy ^ qne^of-.theys C6poa^ft^^6-;res t;cfflHSi Sobabl?

W

+u^-v m
relat^dJ;this idea worked; out even bettertban

£
expected.4nasffiucfr<as 'hef^ak/abie to ' sell ' all of thf

™

ln
8K^--S OP

V
S'-^iC5*^^ f«^?^ from the. Weaver Combai&^rid,

,a-j
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t-c-l^a i£.j?m mM,',

tc the Dcint where he was regularly running an ad every month

an the "Rifleman" until the difficulties arose outlined in

the above statement.

^^^^jaia he realized that if he advertised scopes

"v-ara^ew^nd at less than the established retail prices

the manufacturers would seen refuse to sell tc ^him anymore.

The re fere, he adopted the subterfuge of using '-aliases'- in

ordering his scopes from the manufacturers.

In addition, he advertised most of his stock a3

"u-ed, perfect" and then quoted a price a fe.w dollars less

*har the established list price -for a similar "brand new

scope. ^ctuailv, however, he filled the orders for used,

perfect n scopes' from his "brand new" 3tock in most cases as

he*was
U

stiil able to realize a satisfactory profit by t
::ls

method cf cperat.l en*

•i C: W fi ~7 c

A
<\

was
but
refused

cwevcr, Weaver apparently founc. out '^a;

dcins; and began returning his purchase orders unl lea
ness was be in"with no explanation as to why his bus

Not lone after this he be ran to have his firs'

ne had sen*
could he lo
However
letter a

with the "Rifleman

was unable to locate any of the orders

Beaver which had been returned unfilled nor

any correspondence with Weaver on this matter*

said he distinctly recalled receiving a

ime from Weaver T s attorneys asking him in

effect to cease and desist his "unfair practices".

had a file of correspondence he has had
nack a,:a forzh vit;n the "Rifleman" which file dates back to

1950 « Pertinent documents from this file were photostated
and are enclosed as exhibits witr^m^^^^^this report
arcing tc the Hureau. It -is notec^ f did not desire

V;;:i to relinquish possession* of the or^m^
time

;

at this

S^V;>'/
'*("'"''

Exhibit
Number.

.

Description

Letter toj _
Rif lemaiv" * dated 7June \ .

has been. submitted/ -to

:

;
&&*

'':-*«

\L~*Z&%

'"23

%

^^ from "The American
!555> beginning : "Information

"'" This le'tter'.-ref^ise.a.:- ./.^

&& £«*i.^i

"fiW J
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Exhibit
Numb e r

1-A

2

2 -Ais.

Copy of Ad for July, 195t-
Which VJA:?. r6l*U2t:d b~

* a ve sa r~ r- 1. 1 r, -p n

from«
"In repi^^^y
In this letter
use of "aliase

+ u ,-, ~, j> - .-. « * ^ ^

in letter to Mr. FRiiJD ft, MCULTOK
dated June 29, 1950, beginning:

[£ter of June 2, I wish to say*.,
offers.'.explanation as tc his

Carrying On his business. -

" A rlid Tor August, 1950 issue of 'The American hifie-
raan t

» publication of which was refused.

lJ^ r-^^^*^^^^^^^^^^^jL :L\^ A 3 a do lax Ion ui iunerlca
tcW V dated July which
begSu^^^^^F^^iau^^WFhas passed along to me your
friendly letter of June 2Vth as it involves a matter
of policy.... 1 " Ii^^^^ letter additional explanation
is requested cfB I as to why he used "aliases"
in the operation ox nis husiness*

i£ from "The American Rifleman" tel

_____ dated July 31, 1950, which beginsT" ,,imrnougii
we recently,
reportfro^
encourages^^»To wr ite concerning- "the questions

letter to you"" of the 6th".raised in

ie and interesting
....«" This letter

Four.
fro
"ThiTTe

id tn your let

^n letter to Mr. '''RhB A. HCULTuN
51, 1950, beginning:
letter of July 6

anc^^your letter or July J1 A . . .
.
" In this letterPlf offers further explanation as to his use of

^nases" in the operation of his business.

LeJ^y^J^^^y^^^y^ifle Association of America
tc^ p dated September Id, 1950, Which'
begins: "*our rn^pertaining to advertising in
t'The American Rifleman* under the names of several
different individuals and firms-, . s ." This letter
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t..r,
:

fe?

Description

Mhat further advertising will be

since he had agreed to "remodelstates in sub
accepted frem'™ — - - — - - r , „.„+.

a portion of SWffiing practices in order uo ruea.

requirements of Fair Trade lavs.

letter to Mr. FRED A. M0TJLT01T

dated April 30, 1952 and -which

Is ..my ad for;

. June,

:

-

3.952.. . • ./ ^

One
frod
beginS"? uacne<

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

7 -A

(
-2

"Add for June, .3.9:52; iMle•.:^ptca^•"Rif^mto!'
, : -This is

-ooniidered- as- a typical Sample of; the type of ad-

vertisement acceptable to the "American Ruieraan .

Postal caru dated May >,. 19^2 ts!ic«ix^ *r^w^5 of

this a 2 i-.v cde *£« \ft.tB»s^ ,

to
QpjwnTcnbegins

:

One page handwritten letter fro:

Mr. ?RZD A. MOULT 01T dated -March ^

"Attached is my. ad. for May, 1933.,.. ,

"Ad for May, 1952 ^he American Eifleznaii".'
-

This is

considered another. typical example of the type of

ad acceptable to -the '"Rifleman"

.

8-e:".^. Postal card dated April 2, 1953 showing acceptance of

\;
this ad bv the "Rifleman".

^iri

•in

letter to Mr; ?RED_A, MGTJLTON

f-^v-.

One

"AttacBW^I^Wor" June"," 1953'. .'." Written across

this is the word "Refused".

"AS" for June, 1953, -*The American ;Rifieman» nv. Written

.. ..across -

:
tlii3.- ?is;;. the - word ''J-Refused" .-. ;•

'

' T^fctgi. from 1
? The- American '•Mfler^H -'-tojl_

^

| V dated -May 5 , 1953' he feinhinfe: , ;
"|ne^vertlae-

''.^eSffoutlihe'd -in your, let tef .;; ofaApril-JOttr is not ,in
"

•'the 'rbe^t' interests- of' the National .Kifle;;^s
;

soci;ati6n-, . -;

*•
••'-•—J* • •••

• i0 general."': -If i^np.tedy.';ao cording- to , .
,;

s
.

the rate .card 'motioned- .;in; nthe>lette^was^ vy
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Exhibit
llumber ;.)e script :.c i;

11

"acivp rtisir:^; ic

-.;;;- ricari r. _: ten

'da.-: 1 I'our.c.

:. ::.::. lette:
;. nay I word :

f.v

^e acceptable l:y the '^rterican Rifleman

12 One p ag^J^aaffliUifi^^^ ^
man" toB Ida^ed Hay 1953 *?hieh

beginsi^^^ar^erWeS^^^sorry Tor omission of

copy of our current rate card from our letter to yot

of May i?th. .,*" The seccri parap:rap;

states

:

r As tc the rea30:

of May 5th, it is our fe^int cnn.t

shooting equipment at less H\:'.

c; cur letter to ; c
- f

^ or >,-,;>.•<Ai'ltil »- i .: -:-aei'^*" xl '

prices a^

t^ran^r-t^.">- "Aa-uUr.Ti regular channel,: , aro a disturbing
! iactcr in r.r.e frienaiy relationships between establish
* distributors and the National nlfie ksooe iaticn, and

i
A \

are otherwise contrary tc the best interests and
objectives cf the Association, ana shooting in genera:...

lis letter
*>o

. :...<- i ve call
=i-;ent of such

12-A Letter frc::i «' . A. HGUj ;TCN citci Kay 1-,
..a^it as;

13

13-A

19p3 beginning: n rurely en a persona,
inclined tc believe th-it the manufacturers cf the
scopes you still have on hs.no, in new factory condition,
v;cuid be willing to purcha.ee those scopes frcru you
at exactly what ycu paii for l.he:ti. . . . ,

!I

Cne Mr
fror^ ^ aate.:
if Attacno^^^^n^^^eck , am:. , •, Id • 00 for ;:....

!t AD for July, 19>3, T The American Kifl^ir^n
ad was enclosure tc czhii.it fr'12. ana wa^> r^.

• the magazine

.-.l ioxa't

U jk. V C* v

;tii3

°y

One page typewrit

t

Association to
^rctt Katlc;;ul

.ate g. j U-.

'



m
Br-

W?

fc'iv

iV: ...;'

n" :
-

MWmm

lb .:$^v
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BEST COPy AVAILABLE

-h begins ''Your letter of Kay 30 th, topet^er
ihis letter

vertisementu

>-rhb~
"* x xetter of Kav^tn copy ci an advertisement

reiterates that »t-.h« .^ '^ib"'*-

J K

—
v *-^ ^ dr.. advertisement... " TMc

"""h^! that
" the ""ptancr^f .our ,-O-Jihe American f'ifleman- is not 5 - "

o- o:;e national Rifle Association.

<T- >^: , .

uie acceptance cf -;&-c. ihe American Rifleman 1 is no- 5 - ...
— : -- -*-^-"-^« :>^|

cf the Nations 1 Rin. a „__•„!, ?
0l,

,,

A: -
^ne -est interests bJl

Postal,card dated August 11, 1953 ^ ov1 ,,.

thinks sometete erre± te. acceptlng'thTs *

^Sinar^HiPR^ September 2, 1933 which

^ advertisements for ?he '^erltan rI^T™ , °f *Cur
M/v tr;e lest interests o> th^wS??? ?1iMman is r-ot in
Y>, we are omitting °* *£* ^ional Rifle Association,«

17

«e are omitting. n

Copy of the "Ad for Otnh^ icm
Rifleman"' which ad lit ttr'^3

'
The African

(Exhibit #16).
refused per the above letter

;ter to ''''>«

. 1T-A-.

'13

Four pac^e.
,. . .. ... .,,. ^, . , ne ,u .,ericari Rlflp _

l
ceSins: "JTWWWff J**??

A?ril 29, 19^k which^ this letter||||||fr

gi ; ":itt

;i
aQ W1^ this letter...

the "S.lflemaP ,,^^R"Voi fu*
to have a~ ^ run in

issuea > JUS ° 10r the pne issue, lr not £
"Arms Chest Ad for June-, 195^

»

#

One page
man" tor» dated May 3, W54 whfth"^,,,

^V.v ".*:'{

^^hlM?
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32 6U-1;

i^Ufcit
Number Description

5

!

i can assure you that we are fully appreciative of
tne circumstances...* " The second paragraph of th

I

letter statefe; "However, if we continue to make
special exceptions to our current general policy c

:

net acceptin- '

offering sco
we shall aiw_

ned in your letter.

"

sue p. a

any advertisements in ''The Rifleman 1

es ai .less than established retail prices
vs be running into special circumstances

adve
;

rtiseai
response from

!-M
v.,

ply other magazine-"' he had
but'-had'^ixa'a very little

r>
-:-," " 7— — - ~~ -*•» continued them. He also^ounc jads run in other ; sporting magazines were unprcf

jje never had an ad refused by am marine, hou^z^-x
The American riiflemin".

ce

excent

» i.i r-

&lso advised he now stood to lose a poodax oi the monsj he jhad invested in his scope stock' and therepearec ,o be littlf chance of selling these scopes sincereacers of 'The American Rifleman" were his principal, anc,-act, nis only sales • outlet.
,**.*-,

"0 HITR£AU:

i i

*^v

:Exhibits numbers
described.

-RUC-

1 through 18, as above

S£ST t?G?y ,H^:".r2'

'

I J-

:-^?tfr. 1-..

iJ&Vi; ife-^
iMS*

tESs^raiiip^Hw
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REFERENCE:

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

Eureau letter to New "Cork

Springfield letter to Bureau dated 3-23-55.
dated 3-10-55.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTi6AfipN
;;/:

'"''-'
:

' r
'

CATtWHtS
MADE

c/iV=5 ;
6/a-10/55

PERIOD fO(l WHICH MADE

CHARACTER OF CASE :

AIlTITiVJST

irik.1T ADTSRTISIHCr -AOEKCI, .San 'Antonio, -.-Te^as.

3" "*,o

«£

'C**:

;*V:j";*j

"^DSTAiiS"; &¥.S&-.j£'t jQV.10, 'ZZIIAS,

:C

-J

5.-:V*-;.:"r* -".-.:.: Vii.-JUTi v^ .d>r

'AgS^CIv-
;;^01' Navarro Stree;

vfWyiaiar-;.concern: for xhe . xasv

oiitfrife ASVESTIS PJG -

ii.5 vnxn resceco .tcxnG

V qeen;..haxiqling
:
th"e

: vadvertisir.s

*
';'-.

-..--:

"
'

.-.

,:

.v'*-" /^teryreviOwdLrig . tuis "f ileV. ^h^/iollc^if.g '
correspondence '-rfas

.'.

photostated and a'ccry'cf: each' is ceihg^nclcsod ;jith--
:

ihi*s rsjbi/t. to"v :

.

vbe trar.sri.t-ed to ths ^eraris'sni "o"f--
;

"Jasiice:-\\ ;v : -'' ,
--"';'

V'.:.'/:"^
r-" '. '.-:"

Cc;rr :

'o£/£. letter- tdH M> datsd^jSejA ember- 10/,
_

Monr.xs, begirrir.gy'. .^lou^vdlll be interested .in- the" 'loll c'.vir.r
"

'

: ejtcarpt-rfrci' a-aCTor-aiidLua-'.oi! instructions..! ror.\ our 'publisher
"

- ; L^F !'c.CLU33; „• to \c^r;classi£aed";ad7^

:.&

~-y

. : and ;

itS
, dd\iG uion -.depastmejit

^/^^j^Oc.;^
,

/^

H^^,g^^^f(^^C '^v>-;£?^gg ! -ftr^ffi^^^^^^l%^S^::
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE

2* Let-:.cr ;o

be/'i:'^-^.-

0C'C03t;a tO GUI' oCVerV.LSA.- i.ii ...^ a.h...^> -—
•

-<- J

rate" a..py i'or the rollovan. reasons:"

T i> * - ~ t* c&i-.c-a November 5, 1953 y- "feaft-

-r ci"Cctob-r 29th in regards

Letter '^V P;
A^ I;j -

uated i:c'.^HcSWP?^Ey?3 >
from-

STITH SCCP2S AIJD JiCUIiTS, besir^xn^

d.L-e

• Ou* -*-

:t.o to tl:e Wyati Advertisi.r: Agency is before r.ie.

A (\

y.

dated hovsrber 19, 1953 *
o. Lett,

fr~
H t arner^Jsu^gcooy of n:y reply to

^
S-~Tt; -...; .;u- .vroto ue .n .he 16th re tas-ins. '

'•••"is

With -esr.cct, to the above-listed corros; ct:doncO;^J(p2—ted,^
_

;- -as closed tc advertising in magazines viioh . ar.-U-u c .^-ra,e uaver^mg -,

?ro- strictly ar. advertising man's point o: viev/. He poir.ad out ..*Ja« ^
acv3^tisir.c: fell short cf its -.ark *he:. ii v;a:; ,a:,i,d in a publacatxon

_,-
lic ;

; car^aH a rja£Bii s ir," cr a similar line of .r.orchanulse quoting P.ric-

aa~less th»V|||i=li^t>3 prices. lie aaxi. I,,, in such a case, natural
.

the i^terests^BBaiiert were not oest a, r/ed became toe reader o, oh.

aa?az-nes-coul^o53are the prices and, naturally, v/oula uiy irora ine •

"OBcanv ldsti'v theLcsfiiafiMBJ-ee . Hf1-ii-«Bhfchat he did not know- o^ any --,

a^S-Us. be^H I of tbeflH§5COTZ3 AND IW^S vdth ^ *

othe- aaiftifactsrer^Sfffilpct to policies to ce followea oy/tae manu-
,^

factarers and/or the nagasines >7ith respect to persons and co^auies^cr - .^

lifted their products at a price ly^my^t sug-estea by the^manufact u>e^

Ke said he did ^. however. that^BalB^ *elt vf7 ?™^ atoUt ^kM
this subject anJ| B^as strongly opposed co cut-rate advertisers;

. i.;,^

With respecttc+he letter of September 10, 1952, frem KU^ING ...'



?'
r.^ "- "<

::
v
;LTC:;' of the a;.^.! rj .-.r! .•:! 1

: L .

cy air. from strictly ^i ac-v^rt

V-^'ter-p^e ad< reforrcc; to .!:•

-xactly the sar.c i":-.;- ac a • *

Sccp^o, He said ol.a-,

raWadvor tis s v . ror

and not the ccuv;/in
:;

..

BIST COPY AV

S?C,^M^

m
auvtrtlsorsivr'

September 30, .1552, to ?. A.

N.-iid thai :this letter v#-as^ writ > <;-

n po :,.-. t of view. He soid-^hat v*^

t vjp v;a3 placed in trie ::ajs:

. v ^-Vis.-r's /ad Tvnio^^' ' ^
.-lis client^ tr^H >(;(

,.l>:t tham^iftt 2 :; ^^?T t&O cu *

:rct.:;:,cd fcky,'pl ; - -* " »*' 'it^afl

'

-.ir.--^--.
!
-'' cl3W^^a

c cr r ^ c/. jndenc o to ?

L this cdrrosp.gndence

aayertu -^,,-j^.^^
tra^ii^ :^S^^

• •!ii& 1±elr ".vn a ^7.-i"rS&sS*2g^'
/
*
T;
~

a.^>ii;v.- *' ~**&?£ien
?

or any oj|pr r ,-\ . :.:^.%£ t/r.'

the 5T^ga^»'ck^v- ^W-
,-d^d

$*

8r* • -'^ftST

" anyone _.pqpH
of.

#
;^.i^TO

.^&
r^"

'
:
r.^»''

.:.i^:l Oa>
YVy^^^^''^
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

BEST CCrr AVAIIABLE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

FBI, DETROIT (60-433) , 6/30/55

^MRECTCS, FBI (60-4616)

lgX§i'J£XBU?I6N~^-ND-il=;^A-IL. . AD_ViiftTISIHS OF iilFuh jCOi'iiii ,0'D

.-^MOUNTS; ANTI-TRUST

^ifte-mnneapolis airtel to New York, 23 instant, cc Bureau

and Detroit." '-''"'•'- -^iv ;;:•;;..:.;;. .

u v uuo

S'Jtr:^-'.".:
:

_o£rtnersni::
which noes

not manufacture any' fiile scopes buTrrTo^ manufacture

such 'items
1

as scope mounts, receiver sights, open si=:::t

bales' and gun cleaning 'equipment. "-They also operate as

jobbers .of rifle' scopes ,
guns, 'ammunition, and other

to make up ...a. complete line of shooting accessories.

They have\k :

-.mailing list of .
approximately 10,000 dealers,

' ainong^the^'estimated 17,000 "dealers in thes^ lines in the

U.S*, selling both to jobbers and* dealers,

handles scopes of Weaver, Stith, Lyman, and Unertal,

preliminary investigation reflects no pertinent data re

alleged' anti-trust violation; .
however, time available prior

to Buded 7/1/55 not sufficient to search .24 drav/ers of
ij correspondence. It is estimated that this can be done and.

;

-

/I report* submitted 7/H/55* ^'''7M£~

r'Re /paragraph3 :;
of .letter from Precision To



W^W?^^M

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

'&';

m

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

He recalls
discount selling o

Company but states t^a
no agreement to cease doing

no orders have been received from^m bui

ie en;.and: continu.es to be a customer of

e>iii^g^^jig^t ; /sheets Showing - 24
"shioments"oi' orcers from^^^^^Hfbetween 4/15/55 " afc& -6/22/5 5.



gS|i|if'v5FlbipS. :

'-'BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

/,- BEST COPY AVAILABLEM£< ^ftim$A&eru<GlHATZD AT NEW YORK

«b'<^MAt>*AT~ DATE WHEN
MADE

PtRlOO FOH WHICH MADE REPORT MADE DY

6/20,-23/55/'HOUSTON 6/24/5:

"CFT^lPL^SCOPES AND MOUNTS

Ss?.-Tr

SXNOPSJS OF FACTS:

Houston 3

Since around 1

mounts supplying
receiving orders -

;
£or -scopes T

retailers 11

.

request
prices*.'

manufac

A^PMtf

CHARACTER OP CASE

ANTITRUST

of the
d been
Manufac

j

set forth,
rany "so-calle?
£ Corp. is the'.-only manufacturer
to Adhere to suggested list

any fair trade agreements with
eceived any warnings from manufacturers

oi riiie
denied

be cutting

or its customers were sel^i,
rers. 1 suggested list prices. Files of the !

't'^sWHKKM ~°'c t 'ne years 195^ &nd 1955 were made available, we]
v reviewed, and correspondence deemed pertinent set forth,

- RUC -

DETAILS:' .AT -HOUSTON, TEXAS

were _m,

of the
21,

June '23^:1.955

j

intervlew^af

^

advised that he would be available for
that day. It is to be noted that there

O" 4 8 o-

\ If* CMARQtt

/ *w

^'.^''2..:vEupeati " (66^6l6)(,encls \ 2k
!&&< Hew Yorlc».;t(Sflf^|3,'07^: -

'"'

te^/|feftl$vV^ •;-'-.• ;.':^ '•'''*'*•'

"

%

t>0 NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

^:4^^^/!^

£*&
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bus
his business w

Houston, Texas

s to be- noted thai

:ston, Texas,
!". He also state?
t that only about 30# of

cd outside of a hundred mile radius of

-stated most of Ms Lv,^.ness was obtained

Sts,-. and that-.ie had. previously advertisedthrough persona^ ,. , - .
;

in the American Rifleman and the .Sporting Gooaa Deader , *u^

that he had voluntarily withdrawn his advertisin^gg]^^
>ear ctd . because marital difficulties had arisen

I
advised that* W for

^
the

follovringT^ntrraaturers of rlWE^Sfcpes, ana furnished the

following .approximate percentage -of each brand sold to the

total of all" brands

:

The Lyr.an Gun Sight Corporation
Middle field, Connecticut

(-Through
Sumpter^

Hy-S<$or.e Arms. Company ' - -

25' Lafayette 'Streets -Brooklyn 1, II. Y.

D. ?, Bushnell &. Company, 4rf8 A 8 I f)'-
* - ;$?

860 Bushnell Building, Pasadena, Calif.

Dnectl OpticalA Company

mm&BMBM
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EEST COPY SSMB'J
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*?

anE75*tur<
. Bushhei:

wise-. He stated ure njf-««vi -- ~- „-
.; -. . ,; ^. _

ard that "Pecar" scope is of German manxac.j.-c, x„ 01 a

different type of construction, and is there: ere not comp*~>*«

scope nianujsxturei-s, -:•-.> v.,-- ^ ---- -7^... _,<.- ^ic*-
fce D. P. BdshneU and Company Inc

.
are c^-; :r :*v; P'pri -^™

wise He stated the "Hy-Score" scope is a h.-£hc r priced s-^

v;ith the others

of scope nioTOxs w
^

following approximate

follow!: :^ -.-•-:

[suppliers '-'

f sales;

.1*.*-"! rb.a

%nSS^^
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HO 60-126

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

__mm^ atated. th u t > . ;•. . _

Gun Sight corporation Krould rov~- '-
'

suggested list price. This opin: ..
-

on the fact that he heard the ?eo*:\ 1
Houston, which deals in hardware and cpor
to the Lyman Gun Sight Corporation when'

h

a Lyman distributorship. He further 3t£"t
Sight Corporation informed him that if he-n~r
than the suggested list price which the Ps~->
Company was following, they would hav? to *;\
dealership rather than lose the Peden o.ccou:
stated he had heard rumors, the source of whi
recall , that.JPeden and other Jobbers have sold t lt*.s "-^-"

list prloe oh^ey^ral occasions.

| advised that f^iale prices are sutjec; t-r

mutual urfa.5^s banding and there are no agreements with ^**e
manufacturers to control resale prices.

r.";; the Lymar*
ro to the
was based

Etc? el Company.
c*nd£, COmplai

was giren
w .r»ar, (ten

* c sell 3i * 1 6*

;xr *nri S^eel

ned

'S

I [ stated the ultimate resale price to
is conveyec^cHbhem by the manufacturers 1 consumers
lists, afjd when specifically asked by the retailer,
would tell them what the consumer's price should be

re ?.£-;

^^^.^^ do^s not-jlpoliftfi" r^-ha^ i*»a t prices,
He maintained that il'TCJaiiersB Isold at
less than list price, he would Cex^^flffll^ff^^^^^^iXly to
dp so because they were losing mbney, and thatT^hetf should M
limit their competition to services rendered

r

;:
-lie -father 'stat^J

he would not take' any actiox;, and amplified this rettark by
oaying^in the past it has bean brought to his attention that
retailers have sold at lower than list price and when he receive
this information, he did not take any action nor did he report
it to the manufacturer.

dlijyi^iihM-JlMlL
"

t%' r>* r! ,/arnsd by the manu-
,-facturer uio.t UieWj^^^^^^mtm or lt^ customers were seMli
vbal&wthe maaufactUPUP'S 113t J>rice* He denied corresponding

' ^i^^mattiifa^ture^s regarding ^et&ilers selling "off list",^^|^l|^||nl^d that any understandings exist between them and the manufacturers that the Jobbers Will v
jpo^ >^e^SirnR^5tailer© who deviate from the manufacturers 1

*'

.suggested iist
t
prices*

allowing manufacturers -have refuSim /^~ <-u^« products: ''- ^fm

S*S3
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$5

•;,:> R t.nt^d-J^ia±—U^aijaaafli^ttyteri for refusal to

Redfi^lc'cun 5i~ht Company in which they stated they were :iob

satisfied with the present distribution of their products in

the Houston area, lie was unable to explain their sudden cnan;.;.-

in plans.

Fachmeysr Gun Works, 1220 South Grant Avenue,

Los Angeles, California

This company refused to sell jj| as a jobber,

and would only.- sell to him as. a deale*;J(B(pwas' at a less

•to understand this viewpoint since he "deals strictly on a

wholesale basis.

W. R. Weaver Company
El Paso, Texas

^^ren by the Weaver .Company for refusing^^ was that they, had' sufficient distribut- g.

?s m tne Houston area

,

•".

_

At this 'po

i

ntid I jna4& <dtt%LXa.$le ;'for review

,

' .m^tilez for the- yearsT^^n^953. N

n^Ke; corresporidence
' contained ib those- files '.which' waC'tfeeined pertinent to" this

' investigation is set forth as enqlosures:'herewith.

«6E

EKGL0S7RSS: TO BUREAU - Photostatic copies of the fallowing t.vN
.f||

Six. (5) letters' from the Redfield Gun Sight Company _.^

to-erie Texas Gun Clinic dated 9/3/52; 7/8/5^; 9/8/5^; .1/31/55? '.>'$

2/9/55; 5/13/55. •%

to the,. -mEi^WTOJBfe'letters from^_

M|h- • li^:6'f-HneS;hai^

'^ifl&tag.-^he moftth of .tune,
. 1955*ft£fi^|gfe«§.j^M-lsr*'

WtfP* ' :0

Hpf^'s'.'V -.' '.
. ..v.'.-: ^k^*:fiix.^im^m^*ym

^jJEftaf^l ssss^i
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pggnpi^iliii^^^^yi
>>:• ?.y.u;>',^

REFERENCES

Bureau letter to New- York, 6/13/55.

Bureau airtel to New York, 6/22/55

^ ;
'.jv

;
:

'V
"*l£,'"

Iff-



Blillllii^^

I FEDERAL BUREAU pPlNVESTl^TI^N
No. 1

;tW»CA$eOWCrNATIDAT NEW YORK

«*0*T MADE AT

MILlvAUKSK, WIS

DATR WHEN
| MAI>£

f*Kn<OD FOf* WHICH MADE P6PORT MAOC «Y

i 6-27-55 o-V. ,20,21- r>5

1?tnSTRIBUTION AND. RKTAJL_AIvySTIQIK OF
~FT1^LF~SC'0PPS AND MOUNT?

CHARACTER OT CASK

ANTITRUST

!

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

ARM3
5e afid the

"rade from an
scopes comprise

\owledge

CO., Milwaukee, are authorized jobbers for the
Norman Ford, but obtains Weaver scopes for its
authorized Weaver jobber in Red Wing, Minn,

5f> of sales; Lyman 4< and Norman Ford 1#.
that his retailers engage in cut-price sal

Lyman
retail

rhas no agreement with manuf
bed no restrictions on him,

retailers have been refused advertis
evidentiary correspondence obtained

and manufacturers
has no knowledge that

ferts . maj$at£ines . No

fuc; -

EC-;.

DETAILS; AT MII.WAUKK WISCONSIN

By letter dated June 13 , 1955 the Bureau transmitted a copy of a ^
memorandum dated June 9, 1955 from the Antitrust Division of tho \
l\ 3 Department of Justice, which requested that certain informal
t'nn and evidentiary material be obtainad from a jobber or 'dealer "'

in rifle scopes, inasmuch as allegations have be$xi made that
possible violations of the antitrust laws may exiatvin connection J(

with the distribution and advertising of rifle scopes by five or
the largest manufacturers of such rifle scopes.

P
v V

*i^NOVTO AND
•.-JfrE^AUPgO,

„"'?

60 -4616 - 73

:r[J.
- Bureau (60-4^16)

•'"2 - New York (60-1107)
. I - yihiaulreg. (£0-l80)

SJ955

BMBBiaiiaMII™a^^



"fcusinesc

April
:1,

&n6 dea le-

an authors
approximat
Scopes, bu<

Understand in
many Weaver ;

..OTe-ati

that he Mlls«f
.for the loadin^^

fc1955
ARM,

n "Tii* sporting gooo^Du^aTes^an^^n^rlt'ca
r.ast 15 years. He previously had his 6hop -ft* v^
v?>, but has been at his present location sine

^^ stated that he has been authorized job'

-jTian scopes for approximately three yee>rs,ana*
"and dealer for the Norman Porcl (Texan scopes)-

r. He stated that he also handles the Weaver./;]

direct basis nor as an authorized factory
he obtains his Weaver scopes trgm the
ft** vMwrr Minn , the latter

v
b^'ihg an

,tated that he has an
so thatw i^ijrniite5 him'^with
ires, anfflPTIHHHK fur^hes

*ding equipment as h^rHJuzres* \ He^stat
-« same price, that -the 5 factory charges him
"r?d.that.fe1ap^iiM to the Weaver, Corp. to

Lo\>16«r/^ut the .Weave* Corp. refused him a

>>e\ T? output Wasjjo^Jjjig enough to add
"stated thatj^^Bbills him for the

. _f5ugh the WeavH^y, would bill him, and

*r:e as though the Lyrpan Co, woyld bill him

E&S

iu^

*x

of jobber an

outlined . on page

stated that be acts in the dual capacity , ^
r. the scopes line.. v

. f .

.7
";

:>

- *re the >risVers^E.' requested from questions
• r neiao of the Attorney General:

?ora^ririe
;
;6'

.'^B^tHe WeaW
|;o'M brand.:
I&e tyfean Co.
scop^ for $^9.
'stated that ti

^finsidered con :

^»Q0 pov/er 8 co.

The pi?e$ent ^ret

1 is asviloilpwss'

^^^h<
the Lyman, 'the Weaver and the Norman :

s+ stated that 955$ of his scope saieB

Ehe
Lyrrian brand, and 1% the Norman

I stated, that about one year ago
he market with their "All American*

"~.*r to meet Weaver competition. He .^
- ?ord and the Lyman rifle scopes a^fe^ffv^^

. price-wise, in the 2.5 and the ^/V>^

••* li&i >6t the scopes which he handles*^i>^

*{*?£&

3
r; */.)«-

*3&8<>^6i6 -" 73

; 2 , BEST COPY JWHUIBU i ^pi

^^^
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v"

: ill "60-180

Trade
Name

Norman Ford
it

Lyman
n

Weaver

best copymm
Power
Model

2.5
4.00

2.5
4.00

2.5
4.00

Retail'
Price

$36.00
42.50

$45.50
49.50

$37.50
45.00

Pate of
Price List -f.

II-I-54 •'

11-1-54

1-1-55
1-1-55

3-1-54
3-1-54

.

+rt\'

has never received any orders for, rifle scopes
.rem the so-called price-cutting retailers identified on
page three of the Attorney General's memo to the Director
dated June 19, 1955-

He stated that he has never had any trouble with retailers^
and at -the' present time he services primarily metropj^iitan
Jttlvatukee area and occasionally has a re taller-HM' up-state
Wisconsin. He stated that he has approximately twenty to
twentyfive retail accounts. He h*T no-- knowledge that the
retailers whom he eervicesr'seil rifle 'scopes other -than, at
the fixed retail prices, which are fair, traded, and which :.y

prices are fixed -toy the scope manufacturers. He stated t"hat

if the retailer wishes to sell>the rifle scopes for less than
the fair trade price, it does' not concern him, and
means -that the retailer is making a smaller profit.
stated that he has never refused to sell rifle scopes to
any retailer, whether or not this retailer abides by the
fair trades price or whether he uses cut price methods. He
etated that. he has never been told directly or Indirectly
by anyone to sell rifle scopes to certain exclusive retailers.

:-With regard toflj fg purchase of rifle scopes from manu-
facturers, he, seated that the Lyman and the Norman Por.d - manu- '*

.facturers are not governed by the fair trade, laws, but th'at

vthe Weaver scopes are go^arng^J^ the state fair trade agree-
ments. With regard toj p sale's'* of scopes, air three

'

; brands and ail- three companle^send a suggested manufacturer's
price. list with.their merchandise, and the manufacturer

,; conveys this knowledge of i^is.suggested Resale, price to the
.;Jb>ber:

:
by sending along^gin^^t|t

l

s when merchandise is
:x#d§red by the Jobber»^ p stated that the jobbers •

discount. ':1s based on thelnanuracturer^ list price. . fie stated

• t-/i

- 3
. «.P>f6Jj8.•?.
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that the suggested manufacturer's price list is notbinding on him at all, and that he is free to make his

f^SS?? t0 the retailer ^ he is willing to take a cut

stated that no agreement exists between himselfana tne manufacturers. He stated that his position isthat 0. a JoDber, and that he places an order for riflescopes at his pleasure and that no restrictions a^e
- —-

ip
him as to whom he is to sell these rifle scopesstated that to his knowledge the manufacturers

t-h* ^.«i
:>inmun

J
,cate w

^
th reta "er.s, and retailers obtain

S Jf
Sa

i
e
J?

r
J
C
f
S and 8uSSested lists from the -Jobbers.

•

St* !S! E
hat t0

,
hls Knowledge manufacturing firms do -

not attempt to police retailers' prices. ' *e stated that'shoulc any information reach him that certain retailersto whom he sells are selling rifle scopes at cut-rateprices, he would do nothing about these methods.

•^«

_ stated that the manufacturers for whom he is the

it on
r
i"7oV°E

ber have never glven him any warnings that
"J!. J ^Lt0^rS Wer selllriS bel°w the manufacturer'ssuggested list price; he nas never corresponded with
^2

U?CtUr
!
rS reSardlnS retailers' selling "off list" -/.ffland he denies emphatically that any understandings exist *-Wbetween him and the manufacturers that he will £g resellM

tlu*vlt
n late fr°m the "an^actupers

«
suggested^

v..

.^ _^ stated that he knows of no retailers who^ve-everTe'en denied advertising in sporting magazinesana pe.iodicaxs because of the retailers' practices ofadvertising rifle scopes "off list".
practices or

made available his files, and no correspondenci
.ther from hhp mannfa^tn*****.*. i_ _ ,_. _ .

. ^38

facturerrwar'locaSd'w'h^h
**™ *h\™nufactursrs" or to the manu-i-ocurers was locatea which has any bearing on this case,

mr>r

.stated that although he has
.Joooer ana retailer in the operation of his

'migaz?n4
e
a
V
'd SrMn.Tw"?1^ °f ^gagingm advertlBlftg ittL^5 ^^aaverfifW^li

- RUG -
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MADE BY *fc

f OATC WHEN
f

MAOE
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KCPO*T MADE BY

riJTRISUTIOK AND PiiTAIL Arv::HVI.:iN:'-
::' hifl:: sec :s and kcuntc

~j*.c

5 - SCPSIS OF FACTS: H}1

t

Wilson and Pugh Company,
u^berland, Kd., a wholesale hardware firm, advised he
regularly handles only rifle scopes of the W. R. Weaver Company,
£1 Paso> Texas, with only a small number of special orders V\
written for scopes of the Lyman Gun Sight Corporation, Middle- ;

'

field, Conn. Has no knowledge or record of any business
transactions with any of the so-called price cutting retailer?. '

ar.:; nas never refused sale of scones to any retailer of that *.'

".a-e£;ory. Firm has no agreement with the manufacturers to - /;
control resale prices and makes no attempt to police retailers 1 :f
price's. V/ilson and Pugh Company has never been warned by *'<''

manufacturers that it or its customers were selling below
suggested prices and there is no agreement or understanding that *\ ',

the firm will not resell to retailers who deviate from manu- r j
;

faeturers ' orices. '-

-^

3E TAILS:

- RUC -

AT CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND

<
4l
cr

Or. June 27, 195
ih George Street, advised thatL
1 was the only person connecte™ _

urnish any available records or information

60 -46l6 -~ "fs
*&****acx>. W8
£ 3ureau (to^hbl

New York (60-1107)
(1 Regional Antitrust
Attorney)

;

v 1 Baltimore £60**,
~&>?i .*£<

' *\v j if 1 r, f

;

?«

DO MOT WHITC fN TKUC SPACM

J
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concerning this matter.! |.3he said, was presently

recuperating from a serious skuli iraeture and would not be

available until July 5, 1955, at the earliest.

B wiison
^^^^^^free^^flm^^ffifll^HSdware firm, advised on July s, .19"3.

that his company has handled only V/eaver Scopes, manufactured by the

W. R. Weaver" Ccmoany, El Paso, Texas, for general business since ;

January 1, 19^9* During this same period, he has written a very

small number of special customer orders for Lyman Scopes, manufacture

by the Lyman Gun Sight Corporation, Mlddlefield, Connecticut. He vf

said that 98£ of his sales; are .Weaver. Scopes with.vthfe liymstn- product ;%!

Z making up the remaining 2$. 'The Weaver Scopes are considered

competitive, pricewise,

^^^^^^' stated that to the best of his kncv/ledge, his firm has
^ ^

never^eceived orders for scopes from any of the following so-called-.;;^

price cutting retailers: ;>>s

^^^^^^^ Texas

Iowa

Illinois

Colorado

toccpe Company, ^Illinois

San Francisco, California

Pennsylvania

Central Investment Company, Frineville, Oregon

R San Francisco, Calif.

Colorado

k/ania .

4616 - 75.

"jy^*v
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lassachus'etts

Manchester, Nev: Hampshire

Cumberland , Maryland

.

%/4Wis

m

-None of the above firms, he advised, have been carried on the boc',;.s

of Wilson and Fugh Company and if any of them did deal with hi3 firm

such dealings would have been cash transactions over the counter and ^
so no record of such dealings would be available. Wilson and Pugh '

"*

has never refused -to sell scopes to any retailer because that dealer
v;as selling or advertising at -prices below those suggested by the

manufacturer, cr for any other reason except possibly that of a-

retailer's inability to properly meet his financial obligations.

M
ne does not axwi
never seen him.

are carried on
has never
sales have ^oeen

they have been
wledge, he has

&\

<'

; rouble wit
he received a ioins-mJ recalled that indirectly he had some

^^U^approximately a year ago. At that time
Wfffsn^^ia^^on^^a^ from the W. R. V/eaver Company and was advisee
that afl m of Cumberland had notified them that Wilsoh^f
and Pug^^ompl^^^^^^E^^^y^^gaver products to the general publl^gj
at wholesale prices. HH|^^^HBac vised VJ. R. V/eaver Company tha€7^i
sal^S'were mace only x^^nos^^Tcensed to sell and a request was mad;

,'for the names of those individuals to whom the firm reportedly solely

and whoVwerS' not properly licensed to buy at wholesale. Mo names- l;~

•wore made available, he said, and no additional word was heard from.;

)..; ^Aayer
:
>cpncerning the matter.

.'.'*'* ".*'*'?'
•

,

further stated that although he recognizes V/eaver pro
"as

t

fair * trade.;items , he could not- recall and he has no record :

o£\f_,

:
.;..eyetv having entered into a fair trads agreement with the manufadtS
"'rBoth Weaver:-and Lyman scopes are sold by Wilson and Fugh Company^
:'junder..thia\lmanufaeturers l

l
suggested list or dealer prices. Su, "

^
:-^B$te!$r±c$k-: are conveyed to ;Wilson and Pugh Company by

;:^tio^atlon sheets .which
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r.A c ^- : - i.cc
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taller,
net a
tion ha
mpar.y v.

low lis

s ev
her
t --^

er be
no tic
Ices.

irn. Resale prices aro merely a matt',
ngs oetvveen manufacturer and Wilson and
that he makes no attempt to police ret;

when such action has been* requester:
;as advised ther. that Wilson and Put!

j and cannot police retailers 5 oriceo,
en taken against any retailer by Wilson

is received that the retailer is sell:
^

Wilson and Pugh Company has nsver been warned by either l. R
weaver Company or the Lyman Gun Sight Corporation that it or' its
customers were selling below the manufacturers * suggested pri^
There has. never been any correspondence vn.th either of the"
rr.anufacturers concerning retailers selling "off list 1

', and th-r
is no understanding with either of the manufacturers that ./n-vr
arvc Push Ccr-pany v;'

~ "
'

r^r/jfacturers '

si-.r.

\1 it

:Ste
resell to retailers who deviate i'rcrv

..
advised that he has no' documents or factual ir.ronr.aM onas Tiles relevant to the subject matters discussed.
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MADE

PERIOD FOR WHICH MAOB

6/29/55 6/2*/5b

fi I MSTRI3UT10H AND RETAIL ADVERTISING OF

rule $cc?i$ and mounts

REPORT MADE BY

CHARACTER OT CASS

ANTITRUST

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Belknap Hardw* /and Manufacturing 'Company, large- wholesaler of hardware,
tools, and aportiia£<gp^ -rifle scope

during 4 years ending 6/l/p8*J^'^ from
W, R. Weaver Company, £1 Paaojf^TexaiV^^^^y^aSoj'dvby Belknap on a

"fair traded" basis. SearoH^of 'available ebrr68pbs^^or''inl98-'('2 years),
failed to reveal anything of interest. '" ;<>*.

'*;*

- RUC -

DETAILS

i

Investigatiw hereia was: conducted at the request of a letter
. . ..-. ,-. -.-.*.,

.

•: -.^ ^_-- ..-..,_. ......^ -. ... .

offlce
ttomey Genera
Belknap

Hardware end Manufacturing Company* .-111*'.Bft8t;
:K^{3^eet«-'ia 'in compliance

with the June. &» 1956, Departmental request* *' .'".' *

At Louisville, Kenfruoky

Hardware
.June "24* 1955.

n
;;
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'v.v: tend back: only 4 years

reported Belkn&^s rifle

v

'''-'
Belknap's available purchase

endir* *'sy 1. 1355. From these reoorda

8 cope~ purchases for these 4 years have been:

1 Lvman Gun Sight Corporation, Middlefield, Conn. They do

6 years, primarily the cheaper one. for .22 calib er rifles.

^^^ Conn. This firm makes

a0Ooe 3 for r fies ir.ey menu! au Lur e andTiT^T handle these rifles as

S as the scopes. For the 4 years ended May 1 1955, they purcna.ed a

total of 755 Mossberg scopes of two differmt kinds.

3. IT. R. Weaver Company, El Paso. Tex*, sold Belknap 2120

.ooces of 19 different kinds' during the 4 years ended kay 1, 1955. This

compos "°P« "• *• "** 80°PeS WMck Belfaiai> 8t°0kB ^ *

use on various makes of rifles*

Belknap doe. not sell scopes to the price cutting retailers,

since these firms attempt to buy them direct from menuf"**•"£*
"J'S*

prices than afforded by this jobber. Further, this firm h"
"J-g?*-*^,-^

orders for scopes from any of its 30,000 customers except for credit reasons^

^Belknap handles the Weaver scopes on a "fair trade /wiai«;

notifying the customer- by its printed catalogue as to the retail price

but making no effort to ascertain if the purchaser charges its customer,

the proper price. Weaver notifies Bellcnap by a price list the three

diff ereL costs, i.e., ooat to jobber, cost tdr«uil«r.- and cost to

ultimate purchaser. This price list is published by WfTer
A
^.^T,

changes occur and is b. Aeved to have last been revised in August - 1954. •
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doubts if thc% sell many scopes to retailers for stock but get

-1-; when the retailer has made a sale or has a good prospect.

.nai t^ver to his knowledge, been furnished a "fair traded agreement

Belknap depends upon its printed prices In its catalogue

carried by all of their salesmen an 4 supplied to many of their customers

as a means of notifying their retail customers concerning the retail

prioea- of. rifle scopes, Belknap makes no attempt to police the retailers

in any fashion.- They have never bem advised that their retailers are

selling scopes at cutrate prices-* Should -they be so advised, they would

be ve-y hesitant about notifying the manufacturer and probably would not

do so* because thev know that the first thing ^h^.ininaf acrturer would do

*ould be write a letter to the retailer advising hiin?df -.his.; improper

pricing practical and divulging the fact that Belknap was the source of

their information. This would cause Belknap to jeopardise other business

with such retailers which would be fax- too greats price to pay over

such an insignificant item as rifle scopes*

B recalls no correspondence from W» R. Weaver Company

advising^a^Sy of its customers were selling below, the manufacturer's

suggested list price.' Belknap does adhere-to the manufacturer ^published

prices insofar as their purchase pric^^s^ioncerhed 'and their jobber price

to the retailer* It is the belief . of^^^B that;;probably the retailers

adhere to the price published by W. R^il^^praptoy.in selling to their

customers, Belknap has no idea who, er.ong
;

their.,30jr000 customers, have

purchased scopes and could secure such information* only by a search of

their sales invoices which number several thousand each day.

Belknap retains its correspondence with manufacturers for a

period of two yearB only. The correspondence between Vf. R. ?/eaver Company

aid Belknap for the two years ending May 1, 1955, was reviewed and nothing

of significance to this investigation was found. In this correspondence

were two letters' from W. R. Weaver Company indicating that during 1953,

Belknap purchased a total of ab*otti/$24* 000 .±n. rifle scopes and during the

year 1954, purohersed approximately '421,000 "of./i*ifle scopes*

- RUC-"

4616 -
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p >J ^ by. Attorneys of Antitrust
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ft which these products are distribute*?'
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..;..'.' Attorney. General Herbert Brcvnell, Jr., announced that a federal %i«ft*"»> Z'
''.";'

: f^ Htf».-man--l;

-i

>3ury in Washington, D, C, today indicted four corporations end thre

•diViduals on charges of violating Section 1 of the Sherman Act in conne

,Vitb.Vthe sale end advertising of optical rifle scopes. Named as defenda

.'are the follow! nc:

W'-A, Trypan Gun, Sight Corp., Middlefield, Conn,, a manufacturer;
T^Rr-Weaver, El Peso, Texas , a manufacturer;
Johf^B^rtl, Pittsburgh 7 Pa",', a manufacturer;
M, Jacksobvgtith, San Antonio, Texas, formerly a
Naaaufscturer's exclusive distributor;

TheVtional Rifle -As&ocl^%q^j^Amexica, Washington; D, C,
an incorporated association and p^&T^
^American Rifleman"

:

-'
'

—

*

3

fe:

m
<&.'

#,-.'

^So^ular Science Publishing^CotnpaTiy, Inc., New York City. M '•'/

publisher of the magazine'Sutdobf Life";, and ' "
'~~''

";.;;.;>. Henry\golt. an<\Conpany, Inc.. New York City/^dblisher of
.•-'..'-•' the ; iagazineVPield '& Stream.''

^ "Scopes" are described as telescopic sights, employing' optical glasses

:

;
. ;
^or Bagnifi cation, counted on rifles to enable more accurate aim than vould

--y.be possible with cetallic sights. Used extensively in hunting and target

-. shooting, they are becoming increasingly popular vith ^portscen. During

;;;:4^ retail sales exceeded $5,000,000, with defendant manufacturers

•-accounting for approximately 90 percent of' all scopes manufactured in

- *.»*«-««... 60-46l6 - i08
"

^-.-
.

The grand jury charges the defendants. with combining and conspiring

^^aong- themselves and with others to «wi^*»X^aiiea :

'''off*llat
,,

::a«elepB •

'

i;
^OB-the industry and to boycott them itf* ^nnerVybich has. resulted in re^SI

^|fction of their advertiseaents by outdoors inagazijies . ''Ofr-'-iis^&alers^iP

the manufacturers' list prices.?

m
m

K£3^^vv^0se wb0 6el1 t0 consuaere at less th&n"the

illiiralil Himm, .'.<*



Ik

If-

The objectives of the conspiracy are alleged to havs been accanplisbed

by means of an understanding, among the defendants, effectuated by refusals

to supply off-list dealers, coercion of distributors to adhere to resale

prices and to refuse to sell to nonconforming dealers, and the advertising

boycott . The over-all purpose of these activities is stated to be stabili-

zation of retail prices.

Assistant Attorney General Stanley N. Barnes, head of the Antitrust

Division, said;

"This case, which alleges exclusion of certain retail

dealers from the rifle scopes business, presents issues

involving both vertical price fixing imposed by the scope

manufacturers and boycotts by the manufacturers and pub-

lishers against advertising of dealers vho charge less than

the manufacturers' list prices. Criminal action is insti-

tuted, in this instance, in line with the announced policy

of the Department of Justice to seek indictments against

violators wherever ger se violations of the antitrust lavs

are considered to exist."

-3
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Director, FBI (6O.i4.6l6)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

•TUaCASC OKlOtUATED AT
NEW YORK

ffi^ j&SCHORAGE, ALASKA

Ti'

DATE WMCN PERIOD FOrr WHICH MADE { ftCPORT MADE VY

12/21/55 12/19/55 bid

t^trxbution and retail advertising
of rifle"."-SCd?es".Bid" Counts

vjr
CHARACTER OF CASS

ANTITRUST

a

iJto

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ht
Letter received frocB K in whic

.

h ^e stated

that he had placed .e^eR^enien^Ii^ne "Ameri can
RIf1'efcan? :in jtovai&ea* .and December, 1^955 J- howey^a?, he; had

received b letter from this magazine refusing his' proposed
advertisement for January, 195&*

&
I;

£-

- RUC -

E£JrC0?K4WltflBIF
DETAILS:

On December 19, 1955, the following letter was

V received by the Anchorage Office of the F£I fromM ••:

trf

1 CC ANTITRUST DIVISION

.

•••JAN 4 J956 '-i&Mrf*^..,

60-46 lj.«

:.$'

'~2* *. "*'£**•'
'

(^'^u(^^im&%:
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AN 60-26

BEST COPY AVAILABIE

\

SftH- .

Dec, ll^ f 1955

"AgentJ

"Dear Sir,

:^Vv->, . ;-..M I.-sent,ln classified ads^ to the Ajaericen

Rm'eiiah::^ and December, 1955

both of which were ¥im^aS'-x^^ I mailed

in an ad^ to be placed in JariUary"X956^iBBuey -which

was not accepted, **'-

"Am enclosing letter I received from the Rifle-

man this date.

11

1 moved back to Colorado in August due to ill

.health; if necessary for you to-get in touch with me, my

address is:

'>*!

3

t\

dloradc*

"Have noticed in December Rifleman magazine

they have been indicted along with several others*

Will be glad to help in any way possible in this matter

"Sincerely,

The Vnciose'diaett^r^r.eferi'ea to by
|

•*!• 'dated D.ec«mber. 7, .1-955. • and ;tj^a
:
;*he. signature r. *.

_ ^
rfidfinitPOlf'.'- VAtacrie'fervBiflerimri;" ; .The, 'contents.-. ©I the".letter

;

.

attya

••ia^fpliows

:

; •
•'/v.-..^ >v .;^

;•..•' v?'-;.'.
.

' ; \-. ^I'vx.. ,-..'. '''£$
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We prefer not to accept your advertising
for publication in the AMERICAN RIFLEMAN,
so our Accounting Department i« sending
you under separate cover our own check^for
Wi.oO in reimbursement for the advance

•-nt remittance enclosed with your letter
ov^nber 26th."

I

ENCLOSURE TO THE BUREAU; (1)
(FOS TRANSMISSLOK. TO THE ANTITRUST DIVISION)

A i ft r, r.o

<t
\f>

5» directed to
Colorado,

r.^iir.o a^ i-. a. flbuLiUH, "American Rifleman."

- RUC -



AN 6C-26

:9r^*'
'*"*"'•''*>

-

VK. *.."-• .;.'^

REFERENCES

y\i »•>

fc-

r^r to New ¥ork dated March 10,W
at linen or age dated

r~vv" f*f,p;v p>r~- p***
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SAC, V.' nan in? ton Field

Director, FBI (60-^616)

January 16, 1$£6

LYKAN GUK
ANTITRUST

SIGHT CORPORATION; t'L.

ft-

}*t--

Si

«*

:•"''/.

%,Copy
Attacneu for eaon office is a copy of an

Antitrust division memorandum dated 1/12/56 which
requests certain investigation in preparation for
the trial of this matter. Letters addressed to the
companies to be contacted are also forwarded herewith.

All offioes except Portland have previously
conducted investigation ifc thJLa matter under the oaptipfe
"Distribution and Retail Advertising of £ifle Scope* *ad
Mounts; Antitrust*" It appears tiiat Portland Mill M*$£/
require any additional background information to handle
the present request. As indioated in the attached
memorandum i a Grand Jury in the District of Columbia
on 11/15/55 indicted four manufacturers and three
publishers. Washington Field has been made office of
origin to follow and report prosecution. All peraons
contacted are to be advised that the investigation ii
being conducted at the request of AAO Barnes, Antitrust
Division. The fact that they were so advised need not
be set out in reports.

Attention of all offices is directed to the.

fact that this matter is scheduleU for trial on tyX$/$&*
The investigation requested by the Antitrust Divi*i$»
must be given preferred and continuous attention;^?; .

permit completion of all investigation and submissi^fc
of reports to reach the Bureau not later than 2/8/I&*

%to

'3

Enc
cc:
We

••Dallas (60*237), witn enclos
-Indianapolis ( 60-219) i wltH

2-Los Angel.s (oO-itfl),
2-ff*w Haven (60-11*3), «t
2-KewXork (60-1107)., vt
2-Pittsburgh ( 60-343\\
2-Portland, with enoivi

2-San Fr*nbi8co (60-,

(2)
loactres

-JM.V

ss (8)



Memorandum • united states government

;/r. L'ichals DATE:

""""VSarfS

HEUFtY HOLT

Kit

^ U* -J i„f 2 ^ -t ». v j

Si'

%.

%;

PU.lrOc£: BEST C9FY AVAILABLE

rer .- r. i'oilonai '$ instructions to briefly set forth
infnrnauion concerning pendinv antitrust i:: :?ctiga»ion -n '•»!-

i

captioned organisation' is in-jol >e*i.

DETAIL*:

Ci January 31, 195b, a^ tne re
the Bureau opened an antitrust investiga
organisation is asubjectm The inoestigat
re:>crta \jerj furnished to the Department
an indictment war, ret^rne^ h.n a Federal
J« .<?

»"
j charging three publishers tyfation

r The American Jfif

quest of the Department
t ion in wh i ch captioned
ion wa3 completed and

On Hove riber 15, 1955,
Grand Jury;. fashinctoiL.

puplTsner of ihe American BiJTe man^ QPapu
fompanVj'piiblisner of Outdoor Lyfe, aha u
pXTil^snh r of Field and Stream) and four
scopes fo r conspiracu^ to _jirsjieni retai l
TSTryT'Tliese rTTTe^ scope?* Since the^i
Aas been requested to conduct additional
latest request having bean received from
.February 13, 1950m This investigation
\A11 subjects have entered pleas of not
lis sc'ued'ilsd for trial in Washington, ,

For informal ion 9

lar Science Publ ishing

manufacturers*^ of^r ifl e
pri ce cut t ing'j n~£?ifl

L,„

dictnehi, the Bureau
investi -at ion* The
the ^epartnent

s now being conducted,
uilty, and the case
Cm, on Hag 26, 1953m

Ji

m

'kH"3

•^

cc - Kr. Holionan

c-.- J/r. Rosen (*..."

tppLCpf
*•

:*> 6 FEB 23 1956

W

illl^P^iiilis*^^



m- FEDERAFBUREAU of investigation<*
Form No. I

v. TH1S c*scoRio»NATEn*T WASHINGTON FIELD

'" ,/
«o*o»t WAOC AT date wurn

i
wmopron winiM M»i)C i

Prcro»rr mmc oy
MADE

#&
LOS AHOELES 3/2/56 'Sf24,27-29/56 ,

LYMAN GUN SIGHT CORPORATION; ET AL

l CHAftACTCROTCA.se

| ANTITRUST

srNC;°Stsor.F*CTS:

J Iha^^i^ftTf^n^j^l'e sctpes to date, in

[ signe^statemerM W advised that in early

1953* he had expfflffJ^!Jun^!BWT^^?esired to turn into cash,

Ks traded guns for rifle scopes and other shotting equipment to

facilitate sales. He ran ad in March, 195^ and November, 1954, V:
editions of the American Rifleman ; however , in November edition,

he was not permitted to advertise scopes as new. American
refused to accept his copy in about January, 1^35

^as no correspondents regarding the placing of these ads.

>aver Company (weaver), through their attor-
ney^ p cf Los Angelg^Jalifornia, filed Judgment
and TiPiifiiffffufjunction against under California Fair
Trade Act. photostatic copies o^rerWian^documents relating
to this suit obtained. As result of suit, sold directly
to weaver twenty-six weaver Bcopes at the jWBers list price.

^mated he lost approximately $150 as a result of this sale.,

has maintained no records of the sales of other scopes,

which were made through mail orders.

- RUC ~ tf
J

A*"P*OvS& AND /'/

£. C?> Bureau (60-46l6)(Encls-L7T

/£c tfrd *j/enrS*. ^-U- o, /___ %&<w j- / (j^/%a
S'tyfAL AMfWY

f

DO NOT WRrTt IN THESE SPACES/

colics or -this nr^onT

i k •'

-l -'* i/
'-

\)Xs

7
li^fflutt

(REGISTERED) j l7 r*£ (i '••*&* ^\ hk \ i"£rT~^r
2 - Washington Field (60-531) * *>" 4 6]1 {Lti? U»4ff/
1 - Los Angeles (60-471) -

•

[

_

Jr~-e* ,%\\
. fflH -g|f/

1

iv

.V|
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LA 60-i*71

DETAILS;

On
McNama Compar•tn date

I
relat

ger rif 1

Otto of Hildt
scope Is a hL
market on Apr

be of assj

On }

was Interview*
lowing signed

'n21

free and
identifie
Federal Bu
have be$n
I realise

Jalirornxt"
items* Mj

factured b

domestic br
any difficu
the oale© y

BEST COPY MIlABlf

1956« pof the

--pany has not sold any rifle scopes.
ix. the present time, he is promoting t,he

*:.ich is manufactured wholly by Otto and
*i\ Germany* He stated that the Ruediger
..:e and that he expects it to go on the

enable to furnish any information that woul4
la investigation*

l±, 27, 29, 1956,1
February 29, 195t, \e furnished the foL-

"Pasadena, California
February 29, 1956

Lowing
uatement toflj W"ho h*8

to «e to be ^SpecTeunigen^or the
Investigation, No threats or promises
w* in order to obtain this statement, and
itement can be used in a court of law.

presently reside

^^^ ISlifornia,

about M I was the
Pasadena Firearms Company, Pasadena,
-oapany dealt in firearms and related
nterest at Pas^^^^^^^^^^^^^

^^^^^^^^^^^^sna
were manu-

--he United States, and they carried all
do not recall that this tompany had
the various manufacturers regarding
regarding these scopes* •i

W-U&&6<x
isM sW J

-*"*m
:U
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of ads in trade magazines. £ f£ tIL
"•'"

-id «i
ne '•'^*

myself to be afdeater in rin* mZms^ ^s 5? 'r'l^Leatin turning «y <Ur,8 into cash! £S*S ? * "art!
01* 1T12r

SStfI had aecvwulated several boom»1335*, " *£ £ par: ^ ^
- *.

trades for guos. ? ^ll2£d_S22_^SL 7 : <*a °btalr'ei x«w^ :

It read as CofWH^^^ Edition alSTapj^^c w

^3

'
I mmmmmmm i*r*™}* °? this ad I receiveu inquiries at ali hi?- r thenight and as a result I decided neJer to n'ace f"' Tr^fleeting my true name or home address

an * j

"»**

ttj ; F, , ; ;.' I * /,• "I s •

- 3 4 ^

..**;:, .^

/

w;; ;.,;/ :.,^L£-,^v,;, .^^..^fc.-v^.
?
.

;
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P^

"In about
more rifle scopes, ana
American Rifleman , This
one which was run in the

f

on this occasion the ad
Rifleman, They told me

I had accumu

I

h t*o
again sent in an ad to th*

jame as the previous
edition; however,
)y the American

___ I could not advertise the rifle
scopes as new ones despite the fact that all of the scopes
I was advertising were brand new. when I agreed to run
the rifle scopes as second hand articles and described
them as perfect th<^ffi|£i£Ap Rifleman accented the ad
This ad was run on B~oT
and read as follows^^^^^

THe edition

"For the purposes of this
California, and used

re nted a box in

^^^^^^^^^^^^^ name

.

"In about \ p i again tried to run an
ad in the American Rifleman , This time they senthack my
check and tola me tney would not run my ad undej^i^g conditions^
stating that my ad was in violation of Article iv^Sf the
General requirements applicable to classified advertising, . ^According to the March, 1954 edition of the American Rifleman*-^
Article IV reads as follows:

'**

" 'Transactions Based on Good Faith: Deliberate
misrepresentation, or violation of the codes
of good sportsmanship and good business ethics,
will constitute grounds for refusal of adver-
tising, and may result In disbarment from
N # R # A. membership.'

"I do not have any of the correspondence relating
to the placing of these ads in the American Rifleman . I
believe I must have destroyed, all documents relating to thie
advertisement; however, I recall corresponding with PREP A,
MOULTQN who was -in charge of advertising for the American
Rifleman. -*

*During the same
to the one I placed in the
Rifleman in the Shotgun Ne^ ,.

In. placing these ads, \> L

^m$$$$

_ k -

Iso placed ade BimllAF
edition of the Atntriv*

'solutely no cliff

•461fi - 148
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z*. f^i "***

?'J~ .

"r-ever* - -K,

Hill ^^M».««, -:^ wti^^ a,, t ic „ a ,

attorney ar.d had bee- Jtm^ij by y * .tfeevv: w%**^e
to file sjit again* * «* u.r/d«r tne f^ ir 'trad* iji*iitymj.Call "••**• I cvrr*tpo-.1<M -<^
on^^^^^^^^^^^ '

CO
I »£?. give
Weave- «copes I • i. i In n- . :«?es a .

.' o^-^ti^
1 a;~< *d to «tu.r *.:.* 5 :

- Lp.-, ^.5ft JB^Ls'
to £ '-o tn* txp--.:e :•: i.- ; ?r«j, .r -.

* * 'ITIV > * •*» — -«**

ven the *. tern &*.:•'•. ~* ^_ -ra^fc *il sf t::«- ^s
rr- c:

wa":

-tfl Scour:for,
^

the gutter I *ec*pte
u~?twrafer £p •«* ru:

::*oar

•uci-

r
ater rec*,
in mhXch

rwo copies of

fo-

ment and pertsar^nt injur.ct

;rncl05*:

I e;t

T7^*'

arxS a'

ar,d copy of the sMpuUt ;'on and returne -. _"":o
office, together with th* 26 waw sco^t • -!«_ . ^ „ _
poBP«aalon, I re-«°iv«-4 « *«*4k j* f^ a*^: of $57c% :w-
.thef aoopee. At ^ia xum I t* ** «*re ar.v r«bgi:*.-t^

,B
£?? £?nec '

:ng * *r**MAm& M** acopes t*»vc*xt
m w»t f tatirrw^e tnat I loet *Rp*tainately i«o -r

inattiid ofJh^we at which I ww^Krtlsine tHfa*\ : «? •

not know lfl | ever filed the ab^Swntioned %Z^l fioc»-ment^n anj! 'fBUrt
. ; personally did net appear JTJ .-rt,-

^

and« told m« that hi^mil^^ai^l« the antlre Lfct4"-
I haWTIfde available tcB Jf0P photoet«tl»K
tne pertinent docuraenia periaIning"lo the «uit brought

'

for w. R. weaver Coapany,

"I have malr.t-i lr.fr.:

of tne above-described rifle
inade through oall orders.

o records covering the B ., i**
-•opes. All of my an lee'** 1"* :

$J

"At thic tlinc I co not know how *uch money »«<received from the mail order sales of these scope*.

EST COPY JMUlffilF

!-> L -46ir1 - 14!
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LA 60-^71 •
"I have read this .siate^ent which consists

ol tr.is end four other pages. I have initialed eacr.
page and the last two paragraphs of this statement
are in my own handwriting^ The information I have
furnished in this statement is true and correct to
the best of my knoweledge.

I

erican Ki
tn~m » editions of

teman together wUn Article IV as set forth in
teaent, were copied fro
has in his possession.

heee publications at thi

of these publications ^
did not desire to lose

^
a "Weaver
not recai
receiv
sold

up adviee^^^^sometime prior to Mfty^ofij^e g I4
cope toB pthrough a mail order. W&w*
xact deimsof this sale but etatec^ffl^foer, t*e _,
first letter regarding the suit, he recalled n*vin^§

aver scope through a mail order. ^
The documents pertaining to the suit made available %y

for photostating purposes are the photostats described m>
nciosures to this report.

fntej
that!

rie
During the course of the interview with the
(g Agent observed no data which would cause him to t>«ii*i
1 would J&e anything but a reliable witr*s* in this c***»

On February 28, 1956, the records of the Cox

J

for Los Angeles County reflected that in Civil Case
cooplaint under California pair Trade Act - Injunci

^AVER, dba w. R. Weaver Company, agaittatf
in the Superior Court of tl

fc *

County of Los Angeles, on!
regarding injunction was filed.

ierv
n

;iletf

a Btlpu]ntlon

signed t

filed on
of all o

_ Superior court Judge PHILIP H* JHcHAtfJS
permanent injunction and this d6<r(jment *****

It is being noted that photostatic copi**
nts are being made available to the Depart"

gU^

m
BEST COPY AVAILAE!

I

. 6 -

1 48
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LA 60-471

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

7: tr.'.: bureau for transmittal to the Ant i true I Plviaii

1) One coirof the signed statement of1

! 2) Two photostat ic conie s of a letter dated 3. i?/5b
fromli to

3) T*vo Photosta tic copies of a* letter elated V' --

from

A u; ?wo ^h^ from

Photosta tic cosle

MtaticcoD^c

photos tat ic coplgg5) Two photos tatic,
froc

b of a letter dated k/\L

3 df a letter datfcfl 5/2.
"* ;

- n

6) Two photostati^copies of the c^uplaint f lie: :.;

J

WEAVER against••under /aiiforali Fair 7r##* ^>W

7) Two photostatic copies of stipulation mg&r^TC
injunction,

c) Two photostatic copies of a Buraona*

'"') Two photostatic copies of J\ldjpa»Dt WtaC pertt^^^
injunction, r :£#*," -•'.

g

Mi

%£

&»».

J&*
ip* .

£#+*
Kg? -
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ADMINISTRATIVE

It is being noted that there is only ene wltnaai tosigned etateaent. Ko other witness was amiaMe at

'^a&i

*fl

8 time.

<iA It is being note*
Vn'v- regarding the interview off

thelnterviewing Agent makfTSmeaent regarding tlw^viiiabilitv
o*l as a witness in thla case,

^ »w*»wii»tj

ted^ha^n their letter daUd' tfyfi/56t

KEFKRKiCEj Bureau letter to Loe Angelei dated 8/16/56,

Bureau letter *6 Washington Field dated 8/16/56 .-

<i*v

BEST MPy fflHUBLE
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FEDERAL/BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

fTfcU* Offle*

uSJafGTON FIELD

OffJe* »f OMfclit

WASHINGTON FIELD

IAK GUNSIGHT CORPORATION; W. R.
ftVER; JOHN UNERTL; M. JACKSON STITH;
RATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF
ia; POPULAR SCIENCE PUBLISHING
ANY. INC. ; HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY,

^: Distribution and Retail Advertisi
Xifle Scopes and Mounts

Mpori **** by

1/30/57 1/18/57

CHARACTER OF CASE i#
ANTITRUST

i»S

BEST COPy AVAILABLE

Criminal Docket of the US DC for DC, reflects that on
1/4/57, the Court imposed finestotaliag &l&r5QfiUagainst
the seven j4efendents,-who we're TiSaTcted by a Federal Grand
JttrT^n the Dis??i(ff of Columbia on 11/15/55 and there-
after Entered a plea of Nolo-Contendere. These fines A
were paid to the Clerk of the Court. .-. i^m

-c- S-/^'-^3- ^

f ;

m

1116-55 of the
olumbia reflects

t

DETiijRS: gT )VASf»ffiTON. P.

2r & check of the Criminal Docket
U. Sg District Court for the District of
thaCon3»nuary a 1957, judge LETTS imposed fines totaling
$lfc,300uagainst the stven defendents, listed below, all of

whom^werefeindicted by a Federal Grand Jury in the District
of CslumNfca on November 15, 1955. Thereafter, pleas of Nolo-

con»ndeiiS were entered on behalf of all the defendents,
whose naiitSs and the amounts of their respective fines are

as follows:

4

**»ft»K

.«!•..'**>••» •»(!'.•

^f ~^\sf SpteUJ Agfnl

fc

k- Bureau (60-4616)
1- New York (60-1107) (§hf>) *
1- Washington Field (6P-5SD4
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WFO 60-531

Vynan Gnnsigbt >

W. R. Weaver
John Unertl
N. Jackson Stit
The National Ri<

of Anerica
Popular Science
Coapany, Inc.

Henry Holt and c

. mm . The above nx
the Clerk of the Con

r

-ociation

$4000
4000
2500
1500
2500

f $1*500 has been paid,in to

:,.A>- - -^A^^:^/-^^ U\..^}^: -

%. *:'w
-*>.
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Tolton—
NichoU .

Boordmon .

Belmont —
Mohf

Sight[Rifle

Trust Suit

Is Settled

BEST COPY AVAIUBH

Tomtri

Trotier

Nease
Tele. Roon<

HolJoman

Gonrly

A^*v General William P,'
JROgm announced Friday the'
fntry - civil antitrust con.
»ent judgment which he de-
iacribed as "succewfuHy tennis
jnMi;;.-- a civil antitrust suit in
(which ;iie Government alleged
.mon ;

--
:>l«iic practices in the

,'->">: ..Mrture. distribution and;
a«Ut:-;smj of telescopic jjghu!

J
The Government charged Jxr

.an
.

action filed in Fe&uaryJ

- ; *nd the publishers <oV
1 *° «««toor magazines n^ t™ asZm^ t

l
* eliminate!

***l»t dealers** not rthertoi

l^V??5?^ J[u^menmtft
•fie-d in United States Districtiourt here Friday ?enS
««y price-fixing for telwcoptfkm* or any dbcrlminatloB
^ a i n s t supplying «dMi$t*
wiiler*. ihe publisher! * *k
switfceljy prohibitedi?^
i»*mg advertisem«iW^ ^"
Her. :

The decree
tfinsl the*<
imiuJ RiH

BEST COW pwwir
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Attorney General William P. Rogers announced the entry today, In the

Federal District Court in Washington, D. C. f
of • consent Judgment success

fully terminating a civil antitrust suit, filed on February 29, 1953,

charging seven defendants with violating Section 1 of the Sherman Act in yg\

connection with the manufacture, distribution, sale and advertising of

rifle scopes. Scopes are telescopic sights mounted on rifles for the pur-

,

—

^
pose cf aiming more accurately.

Tne defendants in the complaint were:

^ Lyman Gun Sight Corporation;, Mlddlefield, Connecticut

jaswBTTESfflHBWSTirer;

U. i#weaver, ElJ?aao# Texas, a manufacturer;

Johr^Unertl, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, a manufacturer;

M. Jackson
?Stith, San. Antonio,._Texas, formerly a .-. , ...

manufacturer's exclusive distributor;
' National Rifle Association of America, Washington, D. *•>

an incorporated association, and publisher of the magazine

j
"American Rifleman"; •

•

Popular Science Publishing Company, Inc., flew. YorK City,

BubUsher of the magazine "Outdoor Life ; and

Henry^olt & CompanyJJtoc :jLj^gJBjriLffiy»
P^HS^r

"of the" magazine""™Fiel& & Stream*!'- .

.

'

'
'

The complaint charged that the defendants engaged in a combination

to eliminate "off-list dealers," who do not adhere to the manufacturers'

list prices, from the scope business. It g^Uegedttat. thejlefendants

agreed to deny off -list dealers access both, to supflHsJo&co5eB ani 1© 1

appropriate advertising media, and that the defendants acted in iaple-

mentation of these agreements

V

U~
jf

Ter.fij)tD - 80

The final consent Judgment entered today enjoins the manufecTuF

''0M^**frdfr- *««d any agreements to fix or Maintain prices or "6b *ctft

v//i$-*i*V>r 'V—-J-\V "' a '•
'.

'

.
• »y.;

^tim^t?^^'----'.-- - ;-;- ym
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h
off-list dealers frcn their sources of supply or from advertising media,

or to licit them In these respects; fron any individual conduct aimed at

price fixing or interfering with off-list dealers' access to supply and

advertising; from ell fair trade agreements for a period of seven years;

from certain publicity and advertising for a two-year period. In addi-

tion, any manufacturing defendant who engages in consumer advertising is ,•'»

ordered to sell scopes, on non-discriminatory terns, to off-list dealers.

The defendants publishing outdoors magazines are subject to injunctions

against agreements aimed at refusing advertisements of off-list dealers;

and, for a period of 10 years, against individual conduct for the same

purpose.

Assistsnt Attorney General Victor R. Hansen, in charge of the Anti-

trust Division, in commenting on the Judgment, said:

"Attempts to control prices and to exclude competitors by practices

such as those alleged to have been employed by these defendants have

long been held to be illegal and cannot be tolerated in our free enter-

prise system."

U x.
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;';irra j * asc closed. Seven defendants untrre^

re p]n:«s urjl were sentenced 1-4-57 to tines
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Mr. To!con

Mr. NtchoW
Mr. Boordtncn —

-

*/;. Mofr

lis. I'wry nt

Vvi't. Hown J? -. -

Wr. T<r,rr. _.. - .

Mi. T.cUe: .
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Tel:. Bocrr. .„. .

V.r. Kollorr.an

Miss CJandy
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FOIPA
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/ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
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Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for
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Section 552
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10/16/63

1 -1

AIRTEL

4?-w-l
^o: SAC, Washington Field Office

From: Director, FBI

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL .REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT
BUDED: 10/31/68

At <

Enclosed fori Washington Field are two copies of
a Criminal Division letter dated 10/14/68 requesting
investigation to determine whether the captioned organization
should have registered with the clerk of the House of
Representat ives

»

It will not be necessary to check with the clerk
of the House of Representatives * According to the Criminal
Division of the Department, this association is not
registered with the clerk of the House of Representatives.

All interviews with officials of the National
Rifle Association should be conducted by two mature Agents
and persons interviewed should be advised that this
investigation is being conducted at the request of
Fred if. Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal
Division of the Department of Justice. The requested
investigation is to be expeditiously handled and a completed
report submitted to reach the Bureau on or before 10/31/68.

Enclosures (2)

CTG:bap (4)

" n' - ".-

:-;

l" 1
-..<

" 7;' ir :n

', !.*'

;•' »' (
>r

;;•>. *

j ir.J,'/

MAILED 10

OCT 16196C
/ ,

CQMM-fBI

•<a:l :-v;'.(L<J t<:l.:ty!T -imit
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10/24/G8

AIRTEL

BEB-28

To
LX-i:-

SAC, Washington Fie)d Office

Director FBIFrom:

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

ReBunirtel 10/36/68 and Butelcall 10/23/GS.

Enclosed are two Xerox copies of n Criminal
Division letter dated 10/23/6S requesting that interviews
of officers of the National Rifle Associaion be delayed
until further advice is received from the Department.
V/FO should discontinue investigation pending Bureau
advice. Surep reflecting investigation conducted to
date.

Enclosures (2)

CTGrbap (4)

NOTE: Supervisor Washington Field Office
Ay t^eghon^- 1 1 - advised on 3 '23 '68 b* Supers 5 so?

Tolson

DeLoach .

Mohr

Bishop _
Casper

Callahan .

Conrad

Felt

Gale

Rosen

Sullivan _
Tavel

Trott«»

.

Telrf

HoiSf!
Gcmdy _

W ^ < w
MAIL ROOM L_J TELETYPE UNIT CU

C



Octobe^|4, 1968

General invesMgative division

This is the case where the Depart-
ment, by letter dated 10-14-68, requested
investigation to determine whether the
National Rifle Association should have
registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection
with activities concerning gun registration
legislation. Washington Field Office has
been instructed to hold investigation in
abeyance pending further advice from the
Department.

Ox
.

X

CTG:hw
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D Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)

for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. (0

MAY I»«2 EOITJON
GSAFPMR(*i CFR) F01-1I.A

UNITED STATES GOV. JMENT

Memorandum
to

: Director, FBI DATE: 10/22/68

/Wi : SAC, WFO (119-49) (P)

subject: NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT
(00: WFO)

SeBuairtel dated 10/16/68,

Inquiry at National Rifle Association revealed
FRANKLIN L. ORTH, Executive Secretary, is with the Olympic
Team in Mexico City and will not return until after 10/28/68.

WFO will submit report to reach Bureau by 11/7/68.

2 - Bureau m „
1 - WFO ' ^ 43

EVSrmer
(3)

t - OCT 23 VW

\ >r*

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



FD-3153 (Rev. 12-19 67)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

WASHINGTON FIELD

O FF1CE OF ORIGIN

WASHINGTON FIELD
TITLE OF CASE

"NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION

1QJL21WL

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

10/17-28/68
REPOR T MADE BY

hT£
TYPED BY

-fiJJ-
iRaCTEROF CASE

FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

REFFRANCES : Buairtel to WFO dated 10/16/68
WFO letter to Bureau dated 10/22/68
Bureau airtel to WFO dated 10/24/68

>
"

vl

- C -

//

laJBUSJSM

1967 Operating Report
NRA audit report dated 12/31/66
May 1967 issue of "The American Rifleman"
NRA Bylaws

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 3j none
CON Vt C I AU TO- SAVINGS RECOVERIES

ACQUIT-
TALS

CASE H AS SEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR PHyES [35no
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MON THS QyES [Xj N O

APPROVED V SPECI AL AGEN T

IN CHARGE

COPIES MADE: 7 « n^

2- Bureau (Y.n6 liSl^'^"^
1- WFO (119-49) 'J

-,U:^u~>J -j^L J^&s

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

0-1 4
"20 N^T ° r

///S~/j<

G

-T.v

«a?5i'

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations

Agency

Rftliit-st Rrcd.

Dan- Kwrl.
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6
V^V

/.

COYER PAGE
GPO : 1968 O - 209-485
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Inquiry it National Rifle Association of /rerica
revealed FSANKLTN I, ORTH, Executive Vioe Pr^sidsnt /v^s""
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/ Fd-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

1 :

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.K7C

Copy fo:

Report of; Q A ._ —-,

Dee.- 10/^9/68^^^^^ Washington, D.C.

Field Office File #: 119 _49 Bureou n|e ,.

Ti"e:

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION

Char<ic»e,: FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

Synopsis

"FRANKLIN C. DANIEL, Secretary, nra, advised their legal
counsel informed them NRA contacts with members of Congress
does not come under the Lobbying Act. He and FRANKLIN L.
ORTH, Executive Vice President have contacted and been
contacted by numerous members of Congress regarding legislative
matters in the field of conservation, sport shooting and
hunting, inasmuch as NRA is expected to have the technical,
know-how in these fields. NRA has no outside lobyists but
individual members of NRA are encouraged to contact their
respective Congressmen and Senators.

C -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned toyour iqoncy; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your aqency.

& U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1 96 7 -O - 27 3- ^73



FO-302 (R.v. ^.1564)

FEOERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

rw» 10/23/68

LOUIS F. LUCAS, Executive Director and Treasurer,
national Rifle Association of America (NRA) , 16th and Rhode
Island Avenue, N.H., wasadvis|dofth9 identity of the in-

^l> terviewing agents. SA« (advised Mr. LUCAS of
p» the nature of the inquiry^Tewa^also advised that he did

not have to make any statements; any statements that ha might
make could be used against him in the court of law; he had
the right to consult with an attorney before making a state-
ment and that he did not have to talk with the agents. He
was furnished a Waiver of Rights form which he read and sign-
ed.

Mr. LUCAS stated that in addition to himself, the
other officers of the association are: HAROLD W. GLASSEN,
President, WCODSUN D. SCOTT, Vice President, FRANKLIN L. CRTH,
Executive Vice President, FRANK C. DANIEL, Secretary. He stat-
ed that Mr. GLASSEN and Mr. SCOTT are honor officers and serve
without pay. Mr. CRTH would be in charge of the NRA.

Mr. LUCAS stated that regarding contacts with var-
ious Senators and Congressmen he could only speak for himself.
He stated he has had no direct contacts with any Congressman
or Senator regarding pending legislation. He pointeded out,
however, that he is well acquainted with several Congressmen
and Senators and has been in contact with them but not regard-
ing legislative matters.

Mr. LUCAS stated that the NRA is a non-profit organi-
zation whose primary effort is in the behalf of social welfare.
It is considered to be in group 501C-4 of the Internal Revenue
Code.

Mr. LUCAS stated that no person or company has been
hired by the NRA to lobby against gun legislation. NRA hired
Infoplan, 605 3rd Avenue, New York City from Asril, 1556 to

J5JC-
SAs 1 and ™ sa1> o**~. "/23/S6

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of rhe FBI. it is the property of the P3I and .s loaned to your ao,«ncy;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

I
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March, 1968, to sell to the public the program of the NRA and

to counteract unfavorable newspaper publicity. This organi-

sation was not in direct contact with any newspapers or Con-

gress as representatives of NRA.

Mr, LUCAS advised that NRA notified members of NRA

regarding the various pending legislation through a magazine

entitled "The American Rifleman/ 1 speeches made by officers and

Legislative Bulletins. Members of NRA are asked to do what

they can to advance the program of NMA.

Mr. LUCAS made available the May, 1967 edition of

"The American Rifleman, M which on page 93 has a membership ap-

plication* There is nothing in this advertisement wherein
solicitation is made of members where they were informed that

dues received would be used to support opposition to gun con-

trol legislation*

Mr, LUCAS also furnished the audit report of the as-

sociation for the year 1966 made by STOY, MALGNE and Company,
CPA's, 7315 Wisconsin Avenue, Washington, Do C. He pointed
out that this statement shows that for the calendar year 1966

$150,083.19 were spent on a public relations campaign. Of this

amount, $112,479.81 went to Infoplan for fees and expenses.

$10,000 was used for a float in the Rose Bowl Parade and $10,954.96

was for sponsorship of a Freedom Foundation Gate at Vally Forge,

Pennsylvania. The same financial statement indicated that

$58,204.14 was used for legislative expenses. $22,598.18 of

this amount was used for Legislative Bulletins and $32,739,70
for salaries. The phamplet Legislative Bulletin is mailed to

members in a certain area where there is pending legislation

of a state or county in which NRA has an interest. These bul-

letins set forth the NRA's opinion regarding legislation. He

further pointed out that the Public Relations Committee of NRA
makes policy for MA.

Mr. LUCAS further advised that several members of

Congress are either past or present members of the association.

Two of them are members of the Board of Directors. The NRA



WO 119-49
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'

has often appeared before various committees on proposed leg-

islation and it is the opinion of the officers of NRA that

they are not lobbying

•

Mr. LUCAS furnished the following documents: By-

laws of *;ihe National Rifle Association of America; 1968-1969
official directory; May, 1967 issue of "The American Rifleman'^

audit report of NRA as of December 31, 19 So; 1970 Operating R<

port; three Legislative Bulletins; three letters sent to all

members regarding proposed legislation.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dat9__LQ/23/6iL

;\

tf

FRANK C DANIEL, Secretary, National Rifle Associa-
tion of America (NRA) , loth and Rhode Island Avenue, N»W»» was
ad^ise<^3f the identity of the interviewing agents. SA

J

advised Mr, DANIEL of the nature of the inquiry;
tn^^i^clid not have to make any Statement and any statement
that he might make could be used against him in court of law,
and he had the right to consult with an attorney before making
any statement » He was also advised that he did not have to

talk with the agents unless he so desired. He was furnished a

Waiver of Rights form which he read and signed.

Mr. DANIEL advised that the NRA is wel
^bving act and on the advice of legal counsel

the

did not require
as lobbyists.

, was informed that the activities of NFTA

hem to register with the Congress or Senate

Mr. DANIEL stated that the NRA is expected to have
technical know-how in the matters of conservation, sport shoot-
ing and hunting and are contacted on an almost regular basis
by Congress, He pointed out that there are several members of
Congress listed as members of the Board of Directors. He stat-
ed that he personally has contacted numerous members of Congress
and in turn been contacted by numerous members of Congress
regarding matters of pending legislation. These contacts were
usually by telephone. Often Congressmen call and want to

introduce certain legislation and request NRA f s help. Other
times Congressmen are contacted and furnished NRA's opinion
regarding proposed legislation. The NRA has testified before
various committees of Congress regarding matters within this
field.

Mr. DANI2L stated that he and Mr. FRANKLIN L. CRTH,

Executive Vice President, contacted members of Congress as pari

of their ;ob to promote the beliefs of the NRA. They are not

On 10/22 uOH j uri O i
J=?fe# VffQ H9 -ftQ,

and
J7S:crb ^ 10/23/53

Date rfigfrrt*«H

This document contain* neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the fSI and is loaned to your agency;
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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paid for this other than their yearly salaries.

Mr. DANIEL stated that!
^Office of Public Relations, has no contacts as

sucnw^nmembers of Congress. He has, however, helped pre-

pare speeches for numerous Congressmen when so requested. He

pointed out that any number of employees of NRA could be ac-

quainted with Congressmen and receive request from Congressmen

for information. He and Mr. ORTH are the primar/ persons con-

tacting members of Congress. He knew of no group of people

hired to lobby for NRA before Congress.



FD-' 2 {R„v . 4.\5-t>4)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote. 10/24/53

y

Public Relations, national

, 16th and Rhode Island Ave-

interviewing a-

Rifle Association of America CrJRA

gents, sJ ladviseJ l)f the nature of

;
the inquiry and that he did not have to raaLce any statements and

i any statements he might make could be used against him in a

court of law* He was also advised that he could consult with
an attorney before making any statements and he did not have
t talk with the agents unless he so desired, Me was furnished
a Waiver -of Rights form which he read and signed. He furnished
the following information;

MRA is to get out news releases to news-
papers, radios and~ the like to promote sport shooting, hunting,
and conservation. General interest stories as well as speeches
are prepared for dissemination to the news media. LHU\ has had
a Public Halations Office for the past twenty years, Infoplan
was given a contract in 1955 to get wider coverage. in the fields
of home and hunting safety. He advised that he did not contact
any member of Congress and no employee in the Public Relations
Section would regarding gun legislation. It is not their re-
sponsibility to solicit help from Congress so, therefore, it
is not done. The MA has no paid lobbyist. * He did point out,
however, that on request from various members of Congress the
Public delations office would assist members of the legislature
in preparing testimony.

g^ctn, ,n. f!., -File* ¥7^19-^9
and

E75:crb
.Date dictated.

10/23/53

-•acumen* contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. tl <s me property of me PBl and S% loaned to your agency;

**»nts are not to be distributed outside your agencv.

»- ?
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AIRTEL

11/22/68

K7<3

To:

From;

SAC, Washington Field Office (119-49)

Director, 'FBI (ii9_64) —A"
NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

ReBuairtel 10/24/68.

Enclosed for the Washington Field Office are
two copies of a Criminal Division letter dated 11/19/68
requesting that National Rifle Association officials be
interviewed on approximately 12/3/68 in the presence of theAssociation's General Counsel. The two requested interviewsand record review should be handled in accordance with therequest of the Criminal Division and a report submitted
promptly thereafter.

Enclosures (2)

Buncp ,

CTG:bap (4) \>>

NOTE: The Criminal Division of the Department by letter
dated 10/14/68 previously requested investigation to determine
whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) should be registered
with the clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with activities concerning gun registration
legislation. This investigation included interviews of officials
of NRA. Shortly after the investigation was initiated, the
Criminal Division by letter dated 10/23/68, requested the Bureau
to hold the investigation in abeyance until the Criminal Division
Jtlad an opportunity to discuss the matter with the General Counsel,

o
CM

CO
CO
CJ)

CO

>o 3»

'V
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOBPA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

J Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,

explain this deletion.

Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you-

Section 552

(b)(1) (b)(7)(A)

(b)(2) (b)(7)(B)

(b)(3) (b)(7)(C)

a (b)(7)(D)

o (b)(7)(E)

(b)(7)(F)

(b)(4) (b)(8)

(b)(5) a (b)(9)

(b)(6)

Section 552a

(d)(5)

(j)(2)

(k)(l)

(k)(2)

(k)(3)

(k)(4)

(k)(5)

(k)(6)

(10(7)

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your

request is listed in the title only.

Ef' Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)

for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of
;

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
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B" The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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X Deleted Page(s) X
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X for this page X
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XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX FBI/DOJ



AIRTEL

12/10/68

hie

n To: SAC, Washington Field Office (119-49)

Director, FBI (119-64)From

:

o
NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

Reurairtel 12/9/68.

Washington Field Office should discontinue
further investigation in captioned matter. The Criminal
Division of the Department has advised that according to
the General Counsel of the National Rifle Association, this
Association has indicated it will register as a lobbyist
with the Clerk of the House of Representatives.

CTG:bap (4) t)C^
information was furnished to Supervisor
"2/10/68 by Criminal Division Attorney

is forwarding a confirming

MAILED 23

DEC 10196S
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FD-36 (Rev. S-22-64)

F B I

Date: 12/9/68

^

Transmit the following in

Vin AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

1 Mr. TcUorf^

•} j.tr. Bis!*^
8 Mr. Caspar—

~

3 Mr. 0>!I:\:^5 iM

?,U\ Cosir-v:

J
pr*. VST!- „^™/

4 i.ir. i^s,*

ii T.tr, Tav£l_ •

I; Mr. Trol.tc.=r ,

.*/

.•

•' Telo. Room .„

TO:

£X

,FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI (119-64)

SAC, WFO (119-49) (?)

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

VY as above o

Re WFO report of SA
and Bureau airtel to WFU dated

Â

dated 10/29/68

Enclosed are four copies of 2a££& dated and captioned
A- ^V-v-^,-; , /W «•/..;<

Information in the -fcfiH-was furnished to SA

-°".

.

Li'*
'

i

/ 3 - Bureau (£nc.-4) .•£' / 1

^r- wfo &
t)

;

-

ri
-

EVStnier , ' • .- )

™ 4L VA'a

( V^o -\^vo

AIRTEL"-.

y;<-w

X n~; _. i "s

7

<•
v

1

\ s/)t J

/. \ //
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'-* ^ Special? Agent/ in

Sent .M Per
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In lir/tly, I'lrase Ke/er to

File .No.

UN [TIM) STATES DEI'VKTM KNT Ol-' II STICK

I'EDEKAI. ISl/KEAU ()«•' INVESTIGATION .

Washington Field Office, Room 506
Old Post Office Building

Washington, D.C, 20535
December 9, 1968

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

'*' On December 9, 1968,MB _

\f National Rifle Association, advised a Special Agent
V) of the Federal Bureau of Investigation tha t he he

trying to contact Fred M, Vinson, Jr e , and!

of the Department of Justice, regarding instant matter and
has been unsuccessful in contacting them He advised he
would notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation on December 10,

1968, when the interviews with Franklin L* Orth and Harold
Classen of the National Rifle Association will take olace.

j/7-tV -7



aJ
December 13, 1968

blfi

This is to acknowledge receipt of your
letter on December 11, 1963, and to thanlc you for
your offer of assistance.

For your information, the FSI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M # Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine whether the National Rifle Association
should have registered with the Clerk of the House
of Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation*

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto*

h

MAILED 20

DEC 10 1968

COWM-FBI

CTG/lrk
(3)

aft e

Sincerely yours,

T. tfdssr Hoove?

John Edgar Hoover
Director

-~^=4 rs^r* >\r
'S+-&& 3^119-64
—t*'

, r^—
'-^-

. SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
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NOTE

This is the case which recently received
considerable press coverage. The Department requested
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist
in connection with gun registration legislation. We
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the
Department with an investigative report • The Department
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered
on 12/10/68 with the clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist] and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no
derogatory information identifiable with the correspondent,

2 ~



TRUE copy

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I understand that you are investigating
the National Rifle Association. As a member of that
organization, I wish to inform you of my whole-
hearted desire to cooperate with your investigation.
I beleive that neither the N.R.A. nor the vast
majorxTy of its members have anything to hide.

Sincerely,

''*c 3$

TRUE COPY
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12/9/68
GENERAL INVESTIGATE" DIVISION

This is the case, which
recently received considerable
press coverage, wherein the Depart-
ment requested investigation to
determine whether the National
Rifle Association (NRA) should have
registered as a lobbyist in connec-
tion with gun registration legisla-
tion. We have interviewed some
officials of NRA and furnished the
Department with an investigative
report. The General Counsel of
NRA is now delaying our further
interview of two officials as well
as examination of NRA financial
records pending his consultation
with the Department, The Department
being advised of above in writing.
Washington Field Office has been
instructed to keep the Bureau
advised of further developments.

CTG:bap



FD-36 Iflev. 5-22-64)

F 8 I

Date: 12/12/68

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (119-64)

FROM: SAC, WFO (119-49) (0)

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
"" FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

ReWFOairtel to Bureau dated 12/9/68 and Buairtei
to WFO dated 12/10/68.

I

Enclosed are four copies of LHM dated and captioned
as above.

Information in the LHM was furnished to SaI

V
.t

In the absence of any specific request from the
Department of Justice, no further investigation being conducted
by the FBI„

3 - Bureau (End;' 4)
1 - WFO *

EVS: stb
(4)

al&.c23ia3ffl;
Specif AgenMta Charge



In Reply, Please Refer 16

File.ISv.

UMTKD STATUS DKPA RTM KNT OF JUSTICK

KEOEKAL ItUKEAU OV INVESTIGATION'

Washington, D # C. 20535
December 12, 1968

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT

On December 12, 1968, Benjamin J a Guthrie, Director
of Legislative Processes, House of Representatives, advised
a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that
on December 11, 1968, Franklin L # Orth registered the
National Rifle Association as a lobbying group.

In the absence of any specific request from the
Department of Justice, no further investigation is being
conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

'i'.i-.. J.oo'.'inop.t contains rv:i:hsr

T^.-oii'*m<v:J-jticna ncr onjiu^ians oi

lh3 fUI. It ir» the p;?pecty or

the I-'H1 and b loaned to your agency;
ir and i:z contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

//<?-6</.-f



RECT3 /#-'/ 10

December 13, 1968

This is to acknowledge receipt of your
letter dated December 10, 1968, concerning investi-
gation of the National Rifle Association by the FBI,

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation.

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto.

Sincerely yours,

J
'

MAILED 20

DEC 13 1968

COMM-FBI

J- Edgar ILo^x.r

John Edgar Hoover
Director

\ u

~
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b
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CT
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i

G:bap (3) ^
9-64

S NOTE PAGE TWO....
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w
NOTE:

This is the case which recently received
considerable press coverage • The Department requested
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist
in connection with gun registration legislation . We
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the
Department with an investigative report* The Department
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no
derogatory information identifiable with the correspondent.

- 2 -



December 10, 1958
AREA, COCE

Mr o J o Edga r Iioove r

federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D . C

•

Dear Sir:

I am a member of the National Rifle Association
and have been concerned about the P.B.I, investigation
of this organization. I would like to j-jqov/ what you
are investigating about the National Rifle 7\ssociati on
and at whose request this investigation is being made.

V
t

Di?R:ph
CO: Senator Everett Dirksen

Senator Charles Percy
Congressman Thomas Railsbac

v^cC V3
llf-tyJd

&*v^

/ HA

/(-:<
u v

J&*



Of-nONAl fO»M HO. 10

MAT t*<S? EOtTtOM
G5* G£N dtO. NO. IT

UNTIED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

Mr . DelA^ti

/
dam December 10, 1968

A. Rosen,
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1

1
1

1

! FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 1 - Mr. bishop

si-bject: f NATI0ML RIFLE ASSOCIATION

Mr. DeLoach
Mr^Jlojjej^^

Mr^Bishop^^^

4
X)

!

Criminal
at

attorney,
Division,
according t^

National Riile Ai=lt;{JUiaiI6n (UkA) this Association
will register today with the Clerk of the House

Natives as a lobbyist • In view of this,
requested that any further investigation

>y tnis iJuTeau be discontinued and he is forwarding
a memorandum confirming this request*

In this case the Criminal Division of the
Department by letter dated 10/14/68 requested investigation
to determine whether the NRA should be registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with activities concerning gun registration
legislation. We previously interviewed three officials
of NRA and interviews with other officials were held in
abeyance on request of the Department,

ACTION : The above is submitted for information and you
will be advised of further pertinent developments.

CTGrbap (7)

tf&* / a?-^

"
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>an Antonio, Texas|
9. December 1968

Mr J. Edgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Justice Department
Washington, D.C. '20006

Dear Sir:

The San Antonio, Texas, Express Newspaper carried the attached article
on 7 December 1968*

I would like to volunteer my services for whatever they may be worth to
your organization. I do this only with a view in mind of assisting in an
unbiased manner and to help in any way I can.

one way or another wit
tions since 1925,

arms training anc

nave

competi-

tive National Rifle Association.
in doing so, have of necessity, been involved with

Recently, as you know, the integrity and intent of the NRA has become
suspect in the eyes of the public. If the allegations are true, so be
it. I am just as anxious as anyone to see the allegations brought out
in the open, and if the NRA is working at cross purposes to the welfare
of our country, then let the chips fall where they may. I have no so-
called axe to grind, and, as stated above, I am unbiased. Anything I
do, I hope will eventually help the soldier, sailor, Marine or Airman
who has to carry a rifle in the interest of our country.

Sincerely yours,

m^r
'**%

/»

y

*\

«r5
Ka&ssafifiiw



FBTTrobiW

Rifle vv/oiip

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
FBI confirmed Friday it is in-

vestigating the National Rifle

Association, an influential group
thai never has registered with
fortress as a lobby.

The NRA, which has fought
fiercely against gun-control leg-
islaf.ion, contends it is an educa-
tional organization and does net
engage m lobbying
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Honorable Thomas F. Railsback
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

December 16, 1963

1 -

3

Your communication of Decembe
ising a copy of a letter from

dated December 10, 1968, h

I

I received ^_-_^^^^^_ atter previously
/ ! and have replied theretoTrner^s enc]

:
your information a copy of my letter to

i
dated December 13, 1968.

In accordanc
returning the copy of

;u^request, I am
letter.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (2)

>

CTG:bap (4)

119-64

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.. J

Mcnr

Bishop

Casper

Callahan .

Cnr;ii __

i-r
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Honorable Thomas F. Railsback

I

1 NOTE :

This is the case which recently received considerable

nress coverage. The Department requested investigation to

determine whether thAational Rifle. Association, (NRA) should

have registered as a TSWy&rin connection *"«» gun regxstratxon

legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and

furnished the Department with an investigative report.

The apartment on 12/10/68 adviS2 d that the NRA registered

on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Represent at iveo

as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation

by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau ->"<-}- <-«•= ™n*am nn ..

derogatory information identifiable wittj ^_^
Congressman Railsback is on the Special correspondent ^ n*s.

- 2 -



S P E CI A L

/

V " V

Congress of tfje iHniteb g>tatea

%}o\x*t of ftepretfentattbe*

Washington, J9.C

December 12 , ig
^S

*?* r';>

Director of Congressional Relations
FBI

Department of Justice
Washington, D* C,

Sir:

• / The attached communication

\ is sent for your consideration.

Please investigate the statements ^ *

:

contained therein and forward me ffe ;

the necessary information for re- *

ply, returning the enclosed corre- £

spondence with your answer.

Yours truly,

TOM RAILSEACK,

V\-\ -
' TR:ss

V v - -

w.M:W,b

1 i +}?jt+'+ly ;

v



December 16, 1968

yArH

Burr.? _
Cisper _

This is to acknowledge receipt of your
letter dated December 9, 1968, with an attached
news article, and to thank you for your offer of
assistance*

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr, Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation.

~~
; The results of our investigation have

been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto.

$&V£

Sincerely yours,

J, Edgar Hoover

John Edgar Hoover
Director

y
\

(119-64)

CTGtbap (3)

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO..,.
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fed»l bureau of investigation
FOIPA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

AAAiV.\.V

xxxxxx
xxxxxx

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,

explain this deletion.

D Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.

Section 552

n (b)(i) D (b)(7)(A)

a (b)(2) D (b)(7)(B)

(b)(3) D (b)(7)(C)

(b)(7)(D)

(b)(7)(E)

(b)(7)(F)

(b)(4) a (b)(8)

(b)(5) D (b)(9)

(b)(6)

Section 552a

(d)(5)

(j>(2)

(k)(D

(k)(2)

D (k><3>

(kV-i;

(10(5;

OO161

(k)(7;

Information pertained only to a third parry with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 10 that aser.cv(ies)

for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

disposition at a later date.

_vZ Pag e s were not considered for release as they are duplicative of //ff~ HQ ~IPh
~*B ( /Q. cP- J

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

s-The following number is to be used for ref< ,ce regarding these pases:

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
xxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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December 17, 1968

1 -
———

Honorable Allen J. Ellender
United States Senate
Yfashington, D # C. 20515

My dear Senator:

4

j i_.

Your communication oi December 12,
cop^^^^^tj^^graia from
ofH ^Louisiana,

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M*
Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of
Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association
should have registered with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives as a lobbyist in
connection with gun control legislation.

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further questions
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto,

-j Sincerely yours,

; g« JScIgac goovel

-.;:;_J V
119-64

CTG:ph
(4)

See Note Page Two

/
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Honorable am
Un *ted States LJ

' Ellender

NOTE;

*"«lafio""N£?)

d««--lnI ,he™|r
D!^""'«t recited« lectio

, WYth
°Uld h"« relLt.J ?

a »°nal Hinf"
"tervle„ed th^.
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t
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m<•-.

Winitth States Senate

December 12, J 968

;'*

1/

(

jMmJetoafclf^„

Mr. Casper _
Mr, Callahan_
Mr." Conratl

Mr. Felt.

Mr. Gale....

Mr. Roser:

Mr. Suliiva*

Mr. Tavel
Mr. Trotter

Tele. Room
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

/
y

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

o
M :ho-t;-?:j-i L jr':/U -

/: -3 '•-'- AJ

CO

The attached communication Is referred to
you for such consideration as is warranted
and for a report on it.

• will appreciate your assistance In this
matter.

j "^

KZ
Yours truly,

I
i\^ UNITED STATES SENATOR^/

J

/LUilcJi
/>

c ^ ^
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December 17, 1963

1 -

.m

This is to acknowledge receipt of your
letter dated December 14, 1968, concerning investi-
gation of the National Rifle Association by the FBI,
together with enclosures

.

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation.

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto.

Sincerely yours,

1

HI

John Edgar Px>over
Director

TEC-IS

CTG
:
ph

k(3)

if119-64-

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
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NOTE

:

(This is the case which recently received
considerable press coverage. The Department requested
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist
in connection with gun registration legislation. We
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the
Department with an investigative report. The Department
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued.) Bureau indices contain no
derogatory information identifiable with the correspondent.
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December M¥y i960

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

V
$

I am writing to you because I read ia^he IIev York Times that the
FBI was conducting an investigation of the National Rifle Association
to determine whether or not it was a lobbying groupT I also undersTJancl
from radio commentators 1 remarks that the question of whether or not
the NRA is an educational group is pertinent.

I am not connected with, the NRA in any way, but I am disconcerted
by many things that are happening in our country, among which are re-
curring atifepts to discredit persons (as you surely must know) and or-
ganisations which contribute to the well-being and security of this
country.

If there Is any question as to whether or not the NRA is an educa-
tional organization, the attached Xerocopies of clippings from our
local newspaper should be enlightehing. They concern the death of Ed
Fichter, who was a certified instructor of the National Rifle Association.
The Verona Rifle Club, under hi3 leadership and under the auspices
of the ERA, has
for twenty

ly stable, but
aside from that, any boy who would aarry his load was welcome. I
have never heard of a boy who learned the use of firearms at the Verona
Rifle Club who got into serious trouble or who misused the knowledge
that he gained. Many have served and are now serving in the armed forces
and have been outstanding marksmen.

I presume that the investigation of the KRA. results from its op-
position to gun control legislation. In ray opinion, it is fortunate J
that one group spoke up in opposition to prevent emotionalism from f

A
- afi-tt- / / <? -^

riv 13 19S3



holding sway over intelligence in this legislation. I do not believe
that legislation or registration of guns could have prevented the
events which led to the cry for gun control legislation, nor do I be-
lieve that it will prevent criminal and lawless elements from obtaining
guns. It may, however, if the IIRA is destroyed or discredited, mean
that fearer decent, patriotic, law-abiding young men will know how to
handle a gun,

I understand that the IIRA has recently filed as a lobbying or-
ganization, apparently as a result of the proposed FBI investigation
and as a protection against prosecution. I question why the KRA was
selected at this particular time for investigation from among the
500,000 organizations which enjoy tax-exempt status under Internal
Revenue Service regulations, and I question how many of these organiz-
ations could stand investigation as being non-profit and non-lobbying.
In my opinion, the NRA is as much, and possibly more, concerned with
education and the welfare of the country than many other so-called
educational groups. In all fairness, it would be qquitable to investigate
all organizations enjoying tax-exempt status and to determine how many
have refrained from attempting to influence legislation.

If you will accept the premise that education concerns more than
facts from a book, I believe that you will conclude after reading the
enclosed clippings that the NRA, through Ed Fichter and the Verona
Rifle Club, was truly involved in education.

lours very truly,

Copy to:
National Rifle Association
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Edwin Fichter,

Rifle Instructor

s

\ Services for Edwin L. Fich-
ter of 48 Elmwood Kd., Ve-

s
" rona, will fce held this eve-

ning at 7:30 at 'the Arthur K.
Brown, Inc., (Home for Serv-
ices), 620 Bloomfield Ave., Ve-
rona, with the Rev. Walter M.
Moore, pastor of the First

Presbyterian Church of Ve-
rona, officiating. Interment
will be in Prospect Hill Ceme-
tery. Mr. Fichter -died Sunday
at Mountainside Hospital. He
was 65.

Though he (was born in
Caldwell, Mr. Fichter had liv-

ed in Verona 64 years. He was
employed -as a brush-maker
with Keifer Brushes,- Verona,
A certified instructor of the

National Jlifle Association, Mr:
Fichter organized the Verona
Junior Rtfle Club 20 years 'ago.
He was a Boy Scout Leader
for the Troop at the Verona
Presbyterian Church for the
same number of years. .

He is survived by a sister,
Mrs. John Reeves of Cedar
Grove.

BFST COPY AVAILABLE
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Verona last a "friend" last week. More specific-
ally, Verona boys lost one of their best friends. Ed
Fichter whose entire; life was devoted to Scouting
and in mere recent years to the Verona Junior Rifle
Club has passed from the scene. Ke was a quiet man
end until the last retained that elusive quality which
stamps the eternal younr;. His countenance bore a
quizzical look always. At a moment his face could
light up into a boyish grin. There was something imp-
ish about him. At times he resembled a fleeting- lepre-
chaun, ready to reveal hidden treasures to anyone who
could keep in step with him.

He knew of many treasures that exist in the
woods, on mountains,, in the trees and in the sky. He
had a cabin on a mountain, a tumble-down shack in
a way.but a magical place where he would take his
boys on weekends. By the light of an old stove, oil
lamps, occasionally candles he would weave ghost
stories to the delight of his fotowcrs as the moon
cast eerie shadows outside the clearing and the wind
whistled through the broken rafters. There were times
when he arranged more sophisticated outings to the
Maine woodlands. Once we asked him how many boys
he could remember having been under his tutelage.
He reflected a few seconds. -"Hundreds,' he guessed.]
He was something like the fabled "Mr. Chips." He had
many boys whose names he could recount one by one,
placing- them in certain categories, years and eras.

Among his prized possessions were letters from
some of his "boys "who fought m World War II, in
the Korean War, in the War in Vietnam. They wrote
as friends, which they were, and mostly they attested
to the training he had given them while in the rifle
organization. 'I don't think I'd be around without hav-
ing been privileged to learn everything you taught
me," one wrote whose mastery of guns had saved him
in a Vietnam ambush. He never thought of boys as
being different in any age. "Outward appearances
don't mean a thing," he said once in discussing to-
day's prevailing dress and mannerisms. "Inside a boy
is always a boy.'*

Youngsters who met him tov the first time
couldn't always figure him out But they learned
quickly that was because they regarded him as one of
the "grown-ups" and when they realized that he was
one of "them," a bond of affection soon developed. He J
made them understand first of all that membership I

in the rifle club was contingent upon discipline and I

lespcct. He stressed care in the handling of all fire- /
arms and he took pride in the club's record of safety.
He had hoped someday to have a clubhouse In the
community and an indoor rifle range but his efforts
towards this end were not achieved. Some day, pcr-
haps, they will be. In recent years, he was suceesful in
having others help him in his endeavors and the club
which he headed for. twenty yov" underwent more
intensive organization. Those who worked with him
ore not apt to abandon lii.s dream. His "boys" arc not
likely to forget. He was a piuiciH man and ho prob-
ably Is still willing to wail. "When you aim for some-
thing like this," he said a couple of years ajro in
speaking of the po:.a.b:iiiy of a club headquarters,

c^ji ^i^u ha^e to \>* (vrum of your slant* and then not
wfl«»->r u S( „M1U certain that those who were mn.<;t

c:l«3t>to him will iMHiUnuc his aim.



: SPEAKS £<Vil CLUP i

On Sunday, Nov. 24, Ed
Eichter, rifle instructor of
th« Verona Junior Kifh:
Club died. K fi was ]ikc a

second grandfather to me. I

• had many wonderful times*

with him.
I was fortunnic to know

him for Llu-oc years. In these
years I learned many things
from him. He helped me at
tho gun club,, 'leeching me
the proper use of guns, but
more lir.pprUnl )in taught
mo how to be a better pcr-
non.

I .spent three vacation*
with Ed and some of the
other boy>

j ;1 \} )C c i ul5 dur-
ing the Summer at Stokes
Forest. It was Ed's two
weeks vacation and he en-
joyed spending them with
u.s. On weekends during the
year we would go to tho
cabin in West Milford. New
Vciirs Eve, Ed would ask
some of us to the house to

celebrar.o the arrival of ih*

new year.

I know I speak Iw aii the

boys in the club, and for

anyone who knew Ed that

our lives were made richer

through our association with
him.

I can remember when I

fu'.st joined the club. I didn't

do too welt with my targets.

Ed hud patience and encour-

aged me when I would gel.

discouraged. When at the
end of the year .some of us
''poor'

1

beginners would be
awarded a trophy for doing
well. I think Ed got just, as
much a thrill as we did.
The nun club will not be

the same without him. ami
I'll miss him very much. I

hope however, that somehow
the club will continue as
Ed would have wanted it to'.

I hope that by reading
this letter, people will come
to know and appreciate
what this man stood for and
what ho tried sn hard to

teach u;

life.

RICH.
Verona^

; by his exempbi-y

\KD KEUGUSON"
N.J., Dee. 2, 19G3

GAVE UFK TO YOUTH
Editor. The Times:
At Thanksgiving tins year

we were most grateful for

our fjnuly and friends. Wo
Especially thanked God for

having given us an Ed Ficht-

er V/hom He chose lo call

b.n'U to Him this week.

This humhlt- man gave of

himself, unselfishly, for over

forty years to the service of

youth during a most impres-

sive and formal ivo tnnr of

fhfdl- live.-., Wr* W.'iV Jjnr.t

fortunate lo have had our

son under Ed's guidance tor

the past five years. Please

God, the high character of

this man shall live on in

the many boys and girls

who were so fortunate as to

have had Ed Fichter as their

friend and guide.

JOAN and JIM CARROLL
Verona. N.J., Dec. 2, I Mil

rnu;Ns>s pay thiul'te
Editor, The Times:

It has been a week since

we hoard that Ed Fichter
had died and -stilt we can't

believe that he is (Tone. Wn
are not writing just because
Ed was our friend, but to

try in some way explain
what tli is man meant ta our
three boys and to. so many
people.

There ;ire words that cuuM
simply describe him— kind,
patient, dedicated, humble,
Bpprreiflliv^— luil they only
Ml n «smHlI fifH'lii.n nf !h-
hfn |, f t 1,1,1, ,f,ni (,, JiOiiw

him was a unique experi-
ence.

Ed dedicated his life to

youth. For twenty years he
was Hoy Scout Leader at the

Presbyterian Church and
Liter organized thre Verona
Junior Itit'Ie Club for the

same amount of years. For
most men, once a week in-

structing the boys in lUc

handling of guns would be
enough,

t

but for Ed seven
days a week wouldn't be too

.much.

Many nights boys would
stop in at his house just to

talk and hear about trips

he had taken and experi-
ences he had in previous
years.' Considering Ed was
G.'» years old. you can sec

that Die difference in age
meant nothing to the boys.

II was just beinrr there with
ni:n tlial eminlcrt. He gained

the JV.sprel Of llie.se boys,

something many panmU to-

day wished they had.

How inexpensive time is

jf you are willing to give
of yourself. Truthfully how
many of us give time to any-
thing unless wc can see

something in it for ourselves.

Ed had time, it was free,

ami he didn't wm.b- II. I

kiiuw he tilw.iys tried lo

help uIIhT::. lie novi-r rum-
plmnefl. This was the way

i
this man lived, lie spnke

!
only good of people. We

i
know things weren't always
easy for him, but somehow
h«.*d never let you know it.

Mc-f of us mea.sure our-
f."! vi-;: by !h- iiuilcrinl pic-
r.e;i. ( inin \vr hnv»' In life, Kd

was rich in the satisfaction

of dedication and always
lived life as best ho could
in the short time he had.

tie was especially pruud
of the many letters ho re-

ceived from former club
members now serving in

Vietnam. There was no "gen-
eration gap"

.

between Ed
and

.

these . boys. He had
gained their respect and
they never forgot him.

It pleased us to* sec so

many pay their last n.^neets

to such a fine mam There;

were the young members in

the club, previous members,
and parents of boys showing
their gratitude for ' all he

had done for their sony,.

Even the day he died he
was with the hoys, trying in

some small way to help al

their annual fund raUer.

Kor those that didn't r.et

lo know him, I'm sorry, tm*

there arc not many Ed ImlIi-

tcr.s around. Our only -e^rct

is Lhut afLur Ed gave so

much to the youth of Ve-
rona, he never was able to

obtain his wish for his own
range in Verona.
MR. & MRS. J. F.ERGUSON
Verona, N.J., Dec. 2, lOGtf

3>
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December 17, 1968

tsn

This is to acknowledge receipt of your
letter dated December 14, 1968, concerning investi-
gation of the National Rifle Association by the FBI.

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation.

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto.

j

BEC-19

(119-64>

Sincerely yours,

J, Edgar"Hooves'

John Edgar Hoover
Director

DeLoach
.

.."ohr

Casper .

Cjllihar

Conraa .

CTG:bap (3) WJ
SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.
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NOTE:

This is the case which recently received
considerable press coverage. The Department requested
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist
in connection with gun registration legislation. We
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the
Department with an investigative report. The Department
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no
derogatory information identifiable with th^^orrespondent

.

The November, 1968, te]
a listing for

J
.- Illinois, and no ursx name is nste<

correspondent

.
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Dec ±L 1968

J Ed^ar Hccver
I E I

Washing-ten, D C

Dear Sir:

I note yci have beer ordered to investigate
the National Rifleman's Association or that is what
our paper st' : tea7

#

f

The folio*-.1
:. nf are seme cf the oVeerva tiers

I have made ever the years and nov? it seens they are
co:Tiirp to a head. At the time Spain v;as taken over
Vy the communists, Spain for seme time had had a p n
rerrirtraticr law. I once s?\-i a movie depicting the
acti al riots and +cV.e over cf that ccirtry by the ccmnifs.
It ciruwed private citizens )e:ry forced tc rive vn
their hand n ns, rifles etc. It stated that there T/?ere
lists of these n ns so that it vas made e-?sy for the
commies tc knew vhere the fins were. V>?t a deadly
parallel tc cur country at rreeent.

It mirht seen that ve had three instances happened
here which brcupht ip the ideas th^t a ,un lav *>jculd be
the thinf in the ISA. At first after these affairs
it seemed public sentiment all v;as for this rear: strati en
and licensing. Later vher the pi hlic hac tire tc think
the letters run against it,
Ars< iaticr carried en a hitter fight.

The :.'£+. icr-sl iliflerr.an'3

I also heard a speech about c e ^e^r a^o [iven
l.y a small manufacturer. He had cari'ieS ov a ere nan
fit:ht against seme cf the things which vere be in? dee
ir the manufacture cf ammunitions and fins for our pev-
ernment for the war in Vietnam. It seems faulty ucrk-
man ship war being ordered by scmecre hirher pp tc cc
this* He was told tc lay eff or he *;cild lose his ordej
from the government. Ke
la*.- off. He was harrassea, ctsf raced and finally jfoinfed*
for his efforts.

Ke vss ratrictic and did rot I \G*
ssedy disgraced and finally iyinfec

I. It

-tittes**1*««



There rn^ht be sc-.;e connection of this investigation
apairst the N R A because of their deter*: red stance
against the fun rerist ration law. It ixuld net sur-
prise me. There have been ether things come up lately
where seme ere or some ccr*; xv.y has been brought un be-
fore the I P. S fcr rcme farcied reisers wh^-n fehat indi-
vidual or com any bad n r £fsirst thirds were net rifht
bit v;ere heir ;

- rcre because sememe trfher pp favored
doEnp them*

1 doubt if yci aie at liberty to disclose who pave
trie order to investigate the V. P A, v ut if you are I
would like to knew whe t ave the order. Just like the
order pven the buehelo officers net tc resist the hi-
jacking of that beat. And also whe t ave the orders for
the other t' S beats close by net tc interfere. It seems
st oh orders were yiven.

Thinks fcr hsvirr r>atience tc T ead th^'s * ? n, ">
-

were riven the letter tc read. i-fter Jan. 1969 there
rcirht be seme change, let us hope sc.
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TS» I/9-A4-/7
December 16, 1968

This is to acknowledge receipt of your
letter on December 13, 1968, concerning investiga-
tion of the National Rifle Association by the FBI.

For your information, the FBI, at the
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legisl ation

.

The results of our investigation have
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department
of Justice, and if you have any further question
concerning this matter you may desire to contact
that office relative thereto.

V ...

(119-64)

CTG/lrk
h.. r (3)
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Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director /

Mi-
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
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D Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for
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" tfr-Sdgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear Mr Hoover:
I believe I heard on radio that your

office had been asked by /a legislator to investigate
the grounds on which the National Rifle Association
claims tax exemption.

If you have not already done so, I suggest
that you begin with Senator' Tydings, That senator
declared on national television-—presumably a non-
privileged utterance— that this organization is
supported by the Arms manufacturers and he at least
hinted that it had no right to claim lax exemption*

I know members of this association who
unhesitatingly describe it as a wlobby

»

tt A local
man guessed that Senator Monroney perhaps lost
100> 000 votes in Oklahoma merely for his sponsoring
to some extent the Mfly~speck" Act which is the
only thing that the current legislature would allow,,

Jours truly^

n^±-J1
DEC 19 1958

cortfc&^cE
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December 17, 1968

Tear!

enclosure
vations.

Thank you for your letter of December 7th, with
It was kind of you to give me the benefit of your obser-

For your information, the FBI, at the request of

Mr. Fred IvL Vinson, Jr. , Assistant Attorney General, Criminal
I ivision, Tepartment of Justice, conducted a limited investigation
to determine if the National Rifle Association should have regis-
tered with the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with gun control legislation.

The results of our investigation have been furnished
to the Criminal Division, Department of Justice, and you may wish
to contact that office. I can assure you that the FBI will continue to

discharge its responsibilities with the same high degree oi impar-
tiality, thoroughness, and dispatch which have characterized our
investigations in the past.

Sincerely yours,

«* &iiS3£ Jx>07*iT

1 - Buffalo - Enclosures (2) w
NOTE: Bufiles show one prior outgoing to correspondent in 1954

regarding a firearms identification matter. He is otherwise not

identifiable in Bufiles. During our investigation of this matter, we .

WMG:caej4) .'X^V*** X
C 2 7 I966T — ^ ' " ^ NOTE continued Page Two.
^ MAIL H^CmLZJ rRLfTYP:: UMtT 1 1
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NOTE continued: interviewed three officials of National Rifle

Association (NRA) and furnished the Department with an investi-

gative report. On December 10th, the Department advised that

an official of NRA registered on that date with the Clerk of the House
of Representatives as a lobbyist, and the Department requested that

any further investigation by the Bureau be discontinued.

-2-



V
Mr.- J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C *

b

Dear Mr. Hoover: /
J.

/
This morning, I picked up my copy of the Rochester DEMOCRAT

CHRONICLE and glanced at the front page. As it is the "Day of InfpnyS
it was fully exoected to find bold type pertaining to Pearl Harbo

~"

"a'
Mr. C:..l!uiian

r'r. Ct'iiriui

Mr. Felt

Mr- ^ulu..

M *- (£^f]
!P.I i*. Siiijivan

Mr. Tavel _
Mr. Tmtwr
Ttk\ Hnoiu _ _
AI.*.s H- .lines

Miss (iandy

However, what I saw on the front page reaffirmed what the day is,

and doubled it in spades ••FBI Investigates NRA.

This letter is not being written as

I iizi

slam against your organization,
the FBI, and from time to time,

It is realized that you are in the middle on

NRA. It is obvious that there are people in high
see 1-TRA die a quick death, in order to have littl
restrictive firearm laws and total confiscation o

further obvious that some of these same people wo

throw of our Rovernment.

As a member of TMRA, I resent this action inv
it has to be, to eliminate slams and innuendos ag

and statements made by you, in the past, I believ
what NRA is and what they do and what they have d

this, action inv
position that wi
e opposition to
f ail weapons. I

uld back illegal

olving
sh to

oived, but real!
ainsb NRA. From
e that you real!
one.

U-i
ze that ;

articles
ze fully

The "nickel and dime" tax angle, from being labelled a possible
lobby, Is their, the "anti gun" people's, oosslble weapon against NRA*

As a grass roots member of ?JRA, and thoroughly reading all of the items
that they release to the public, it is strictly education of facts and
legislative happenings. In New York State, a VRA Hunter Safety Coarse
Is the way to a hunting license. This is definitely an education to f-/
oreserve freedom of our great country in all. reapec ts. , J .q _^-

"

KEC 27 / / 7 -b i ~ /q
V/hat galls me probably the most is this. Some of tcie louaest people

wanting HRA's hide are members of the largest "lobby" going, although
not labelled. They and their organizations have meddled in politics for
years. Much o.f their doings are directly responsible for crime in the
streets, riots and murders* They hold billions in TAX FR.oS properties,
and are corporations unto themselves, oome involved would take over
government by any means, including screaming at J3RA and sneak in where
they can to grab what they can, while protective organizations are busy
"ghost hunting". You know who I mean. .THE CHURCHES I I wonder how many,
'tomorrow, will mention Pearl Harbor and then Monday, back to worki

The newspapers working over WA whenever possible are the mouth-
pieces. Today, in my mail, another little gem came to light. Many papers
carried articles blaming the WIS Motor vehicle Bureau for selling their
registration lists and are responsible for junk mail. An explanatory
letter, In answer to a letter I wrote, spelled out their involvement©
It directly charged the papers as twisting the facts. I have other^ letters
stating the same thing. . .twisting of facts by newspapers to suit their

V



whims. Another, very portant one, Involved a sc
Scouts of America was considering dropping
in their- program. This was simoly not true;

ement

numo(
organizations and individuals,
'is not right, in any sense.

Another „

xon Increases* I can see editorials blasting
but to make NEWS ARTICLES editorials, this

We wonder who is responsible for all this mayhem in the United Stakes.
Sir, it is obvious who plays what roles, despite the noisy ghost hunters,
shifting blame wherever possible, other than at their doorstep. True, the
Involvement is numerous, so ALL chips should fall to the respective door-
steps*

?':r. Hoover, I write this letter as a simple request. In the name of

humanity and freedom, please be fair to whatever organization comes under
attack or investigation** As in the past, continue to insure that you whole
organization is fair and factual, despite political pressures and whims
of individuals and money-

f

If IIRA is a lobby, It can be only a lobby Insuring freedom and return
to sanity and common sense<> TTKA has the respect of many... the FBI has the
resoect of many. Are not both of the organizations working for the same
**oal, although from different positions? Has the FBI ever been called a

lobby?

Please continue to just be fair.

Thank you.



November 9th,

Fellow Soortsman:

We ere In the midst of the hunting seasons and therefore our guns are
_foremost in our activities. .. AT THE MOMENTi

In three weeks, the deer season will be about. done. Our puns will be
oiled end returned to storage for next year. Our thoughts will turn
to the hustle and bustle of Christmas, snowblowers, overtime at work
and Just about everything other than the shooting sports.

There are some peoole who do not forget about our sportl Each snd
every day it is in their minds. Many of these are the really dedicated
of the hobby. Indoor target work, rabbits and fox pursuit in snowy
fields, planning of next year's trip, looking to taking their sons on
their first hunting ere the thoughts.

However, another small, but dedicated group is about] These are the
people with thoughts contrary to free use AND ownership of ALL guns.
Like the one rotten eonle in the barrel, It will sooil the whole
barrel. It has to be removed before all is lost.

With armies, it can be sootted easily and quickly removed. However,
with peoole, It tskes longer to find snd remove the spoilage. There
ere those of us who have worked long and hard to find these peoole,
orovide the factual education to alleviate the myths In their minds.
Working for the best of legislation for all, we've managed to work
In.

ve are a very tired bunchi At times, we wonder whether we are really
doine much to helo our snort. We feel that we have done our part. We
look for oeonle to take over the load end fight I Very few come for-
ward, so renewed dedication is our only answerl

YOU, the nimrod and experienced, can REALLY DO YOTJR PART # . # NOWl You
have all heard of the National Rifle Association, Many of you have
thought of joininr, from time to time, but have not. Some of you may
only know of NRA through the daily press AND perhaps in a bad light.

NRA has been behind every gun owner and free citizen for NEARLY ONE
HUNDRED YEARS. They have trained shooters in accuracy and in the best
of shooting safety. They have provided the best in open competition
on ranges. Many of our nation's heroes in fighting for freedom 8nd
keeping it have been NRA trained. They have fought for decent legis-
lation at all levels, favorable to ALL citizens. In essence, NRA is
a MAJOR part of our great heritage. I think that it is safe to say,
and history orove, that this one organization has been foremost in
keeping America free,

Five past ^residents of our great country have been NRA members. Now,
a sixth is about ti «-.ake office. Richard Nixon is a LIFE MEMBER of
^RA. Another rreat hero can be spawned. ..with YOUR help.

/iq^f-jg



How can you help? TT best of legislation can b< i REALITY for YOUJ
The strongest organization of responsible gun owners, ever, is he^e,
ready to serve you. Your voice will Join the loudest ohorus ever
conceived, for freedom for ALL*

NRA has ONE MILLION MEMBERS, from all walks of life, BUT WE NEED YOUi
Your membership insures ONE MORE VOTE for decency and return to sanity
in this country. Your thoughts and ideas to this end will Join others
to insure this reality.

The yearly dues are YOUR insuranoe oolicy for thst gun of YOURS to
stay in YOUR home. Your monthly magazine, "THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN", is
terrific and worth the cost of membership alone. How much is YOUR
membership? Just $6 regularly. However, I'm sending in a group of
your fellow shooters. . .at ONLY $5 oer membership.

Drop a hint for Christmas, there is an ideal Or drop a line to NRA,
1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. Or, drop a
line or call me and I'll do the paperwork. Any NRA member will also
help you.

1969 is the year of decision for us and whether we will be ALLOWED
to OWN our guns. Join with Richard Nixon as your hunting partner
and EACH AND EVERY resoonsible gun owner as YOUR friend.

Call me NOW. or drop a line. Sign up NOW and I'll hit you for the
-?5 afte^Janusr^^^t should you wish. ..or any time inbetween.
Phone^^^^^^^^^^^^

\
Yours for the best in your

£, shooting sports,.M.

-::--::-» -:KHt *»* *** »»«. ,H:-* ->::-* <Hsr- wh> -:kh> *<» <hhi-
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I hereby anoly for membershio in the National Rifle Association, in-
cluding a subscription to "THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN". I certify that I am
a citizen of sood remit, of the United States of America; that I am
not a member of any organization or group having as its puroose or one
°i ll

8
Pr
u
f?°!

e
2

tha ov«^throw by force and violence of the Government
of the United States or any of the political subdivisions; that I havenever been convicted of a crime of violence; and that, if admitted tomembership, I will fulfill the obligations of good anortsmanshio and
good citizenship.

(Signature;

Name
;

;
Address

City State zip_ Age
.

Make checks payable to NRA.
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December 19, 19G3
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Honorable Earle Cabell
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

2ly dear Congressman:

letter fro» Jballas,
concerning off^THvestigatio^^ Rifle
Association has been received.

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.
Vinson, Jr., Criminal 'Division, Department of Justice,
conducted a limited investigation to deteraine if the
National Rifle Association should have registered v/ith
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with gun control legislation The results
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire
to contact that office relative thereto*

You may also wish to advise your constituents
that the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the
Federal Government and, as such, does not determine
whether prosecutive action will be undertaken in any
situation. Such decisions concerning violations of
Federal law are within the province of the Attorney
General. Voluminous data regarding riots and rioters

{ have been furnished to the Attorney General.

I am enclosing some material which you may
wish to send to your constituents and I am returning
the constituents 1 letter.

*, Sincerely yours,

/
?

i/

Enclosures (4) <\s*f
'r'

CTG/lr*^(\ J'
(4) 7 M \SEE NOTE PAGE TWO ^/~\
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Honorable Earle Cabell

Description of enclosures;

(1) Statement of Director before the National Commission
on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 9/18/68.

(2) Message from Director entitled "An Analysis of the
New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism. M

(3) Message from Director to all Law Enforcement Officials
May, 1968.

NOTE
This is the case which recently received considerable

press coverage. The Department requested investigation to
determine whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on
12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requested
that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued.
Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable
with the constituents. We have had cordial relations with
Congressman Cabell in the past.

- 2 -



EARLF CABELL
'3th District, Texas

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

1 1 21 Lomgworth House Office: Building

PhonE: 225-2231

DALLAS OFFICE:

ROOM 716- 11 14 COMMERCE
PHONE; Rl 9-3571

Congress of tfje Untteb states?

polite of Bepregentattbe*

Washington, ®.C 20515

December 13, 1968

Director
Office of Congressional Liaison
Federal Bureau of Investigation
The Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

COMMITTEE:

SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS

subcommittee:

Manned Space Flight

Hugh G. Hart, Jr.

administrative assistant

Mrs. Jennie Grindberg
executive secretary

y
J

?;,

| Mr} (>^per._

f Mr. CsUa»:sn
j

| Mr. Gmr.vl_
,

3 Mr. hV> - ?

! Mr.

I Mr.

s a letter received in my office from

/*? w^^cn tnev are protesting the FBI !

"s

ational Rifle Association.

jl would greatly appreciate your comments on this matter so

jthafc I might know how to respond to their communication.

Thanking you in advance for your assistance, I am

Sincerely,

^ - ^7. I

EAP.LE CABELL, M. C.

EC:jb
Enclosure

^r.^
'

^ > "

9&'

3»^#>*'
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DEC HIS

a

v^
^:§i "December 6, 196

wA

Hon. Earle Cabell
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

<$
=fsi

3^

7-jXc £-/*<-'
^"

I must strongly protest ths FBI investigation of the NRA.

It is an insult to the organization and to th3 1,063,335 .

members. When 'you investigate the NRA, you investigate

me

.

Let's be constructive. Let's get some effective legislation

through. Let's investigate, and not whitewash the riots,

rioters and especially the instigators of the riots. Let

the law abiding citizens live in peace.

iuus ,r«

ENCLOSURE



December 20, 1963

.A

\y

Honorable Charles H. Percy
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Senator

:

Your communication of December 15,
of a letter from
7 > dated December 10

,

ias been received

received
Jj pletter

previously and have repTTe^nereio, There
is enclosed fo^vouj^^iformation a copy of
my letter to| •dated December 13, 1963.

In accordan
returning the copy of

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoove*

request, I am
letter.

f

Enclosures (2)

m©- CTG : DC
(4)

REC- SI 119-64

. v

Z°

MAILED 21

D^ 20 1368

C0MM-F8J

See note page 2

A: , /*

i/ o

^ '/I J Tiil.L'T'Jf-: UNIT I I



Honorable Charles H. Percy

NOTE :

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. The department requested investigation to
determine whether the ^tiojnaJLJUf le Assoc iat ion MNRA) should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and
furnished the Department with an investigative report.
The Department on 12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered
on 12/10/68, with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau ij

derogatory information identifiable with'
Previous correspondence with Senator Perc^

- 2 -
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QICrcHei) J&lctlez J&ewctie

December 15, 1968

[Illinois j

re: National Rifle Association investigation
KespecLiuiry referred to

Federal Bureau of Investigation

for such consideration as the communication

herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report

thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of

inclosure.

GPO '1 -riiiM

By direction of

Charles H. Percy/bb

[ DEC i\- !96S
1. W.

*

»
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FEE^^L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION A
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
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Deletions were 'made pursuant' to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.

Section 552aSection 552

n (b)(i) (b)(7)(A)

O (b)(2) (b)(7)(B)

Q (b)(3) (b)(7)(C)

(b)(7)(D)

(b)(7)(E)

(W7¥F)

(b)(4) (b)(8)

(b)(5) (b)(9)

(b)(6)

(d)(5)

n 0X2)

00(1)

(10(2)

(k)(3)

(k)(-i,

(k)(5;

(k)i.6)

D (k)(7,

D Information penained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your reques: c: the subject cf your
request is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that asencv(ies)
for review and direct response to you.

Pa?es contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies),

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the
disposition at a later date.

i Paaes were not considered for release as they axe

JeHer
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

^duplicative of llR-m-inUAL (j)> J /

5? The following number is ta be used for reference regardin£\these paees-

^t

xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

F3r.DOi



December 17, 1968
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Honorable William L. Scott ,J\

House of Representatives
Y/ashington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

Your conuuunic^^^j^^^^^&ggmhgj^^, 1 968

,

enclosing a letter fromH Bboncerning
our investigation of th^^axxoxuunjxr^^^ssociation
has been received. —

~

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.
Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of
Justice, conducted a limited investigation to
determine if the National Rifle Association should
have registered with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with
gun control legislation. The results of our investi-
gation have been furnished to the Criminal Division,
Department of Justice, and if you have any further
questions concerning this matter, you may desire to
contact that office relative thereto.

With respect to the other inquiries, I

can tell you the FBI has conducted a considerable
amount of investigation regarding the subversive
movement which threatens our country today. Being
strictly an investigative agency of the Department
of Justice, we have furnished the results of our
inquiries to the Attorney General for his opinion
with respect to prosecution in these matters.

I am enclosing some material which you
may wish to send to your constituent and, in addition,
I am returning the constituent's letter pursuant to
your request, /

Sincerely yours,

'-J. Edgar Hoover

V

.#sp
Enclosures (4), ^ r,

\ ;CTG : baa -(*) -.13 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO,
* *MAIL ROOM I I TStETYPE UNIT I I
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Honorable William L. Scott

Description of Enclosures:

(1) Statement of Director before the National
Commission on the Causes and Prevention of
Violence, 9/18/68.

(2) Message from Director entitled MAn Analysis of the
New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism. M

(3) Turbulence on the Campus.

NOTE :

This is the case which recently received
considerable press coverage. The Department requested
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist
in connection with gun registration legislation. We
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the
Department with an investigative report. The Department
on 12/10/68 advised that the NRA registered on
12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no
derogatory information identifiable with the constituent.
We have had cordial relations with Congressman Scott in

the past.

- 2 -
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<£ongres# of tfje ®mtefc g>taie*

©ousfe of Ifceptesentatibe*

!8a*f)ington, 9D.C.

December 13 196 8

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director, FBI
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

The attached communication

is sent for your consideration.

Please investigate the statements

contained therein and forward mc

the necessary information for re-

ply, returning the enclosed corre-

spondence with your answer.

Yours truly,

William L. Scott, M. C.

8th district, Virginia
\) r

4

^
f; ^ .

^'^

V 1^2
uii*/&,\ (yy
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Dear Mr, Scott,

I would like to take this opportunity to

congratulate you on your re election to Congress

from this district.

I read in the news today that the FBI is

investigating the national Rifle Association

at the request of our so called Justice Dept.

at the taxpayers expense , of course. I v/onder

if you have any information concerning the basis

for this investigation?

In my opinion there are hundreds of sub-

versive organizations in this country that

seriously warrant a through investigation other

thein the N. R. A.

Has the Justice Dept. instigated any in-

vestigations of the Black Panthers, Blacks tone

Bangers, Black United front, American Civil

Libertys Union or any of the organizations

disrupting our colleges today? If not, can Con-

gress direct theFBI to do this?

I haven't heard of any 17 RA members murdering

policemen or staging battlefield type street

demonstrations.

I only hope and pray that the Uixon admin-

istration, with the help of good Congressmen

like yourself, can restore Americanism to this

country.

M'*;SU •. i>76
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Honorable Joel T. Broyhill
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

You
a letter from
investigation
been received.

lj), 1963, enclosing
concerning our
Association has

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.
Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice,
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the
National Rifle Association should have registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with gun control legislation. The results
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire
to contact that office relative thereto.

In accordance with your request, I am returning
Mr. Barthelow's letter.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure

CTG:DC
(4)

',/ jfr>

See note page 2

V
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Honorable Joel T. Broyhill

NOTE:

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to
determine whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) should
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on
12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requested
that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued.
Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable
with the constituent. Our relations with Congressman Broyhill
have been generally satisfactory.

- 2 -



T. BROYHILL
10th District. Virginia

Alexandria, Arlington,
Falls Church, Fairfax City
and Part of Fairfax Countv

COMMITTEES:
ways and means

District of Columbia

Congress oC tfje ^niteb States*

$owse of ftepreaentatibes

HOMER LEE KROUT
administrative assistant

December 19, 1968

/
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir;

sr

i

The attached communication, or pertinent extracts
thereof, is sent for your consideration. Please investigate
the statements contained therein and forward me the necessary-
information for reply returning the enclosed correspondence
with your answer.

Any assistance you can properly render toward accomplishing
the objective stated in the enclosure will be appreciated.

x

"b

S3

o
o

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

JTB/ ck

Joel T. Broyhill, Jl. C.
/



H December "1963

Honorable Joel T. Broyhill
U,S* House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Sir

How is it that the Federal Bureau of^Investigation, an agency of the federal

government, is allovrod to harass thsi Eational Rifle Association with its in-

timidating investigations? The only M crime" which the
r
'KRA stands accused of

is that it has the courago to defend the basic rights of Americans.

It appears highly contradictory to require a person to give up his tine, fight*

ing for rights in Southeast Asia, when these same rights are becoiaing non-

existent in our o;/n country.

Sincerely

-;
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December 24, 1968

Honorable James C. Cleveland
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

Your letter o^Jggggjy^^^^^^^^^^onc losing
copy of a letter froinj concern- (O/1

ing our investigation o^Tn^TaRonSnf^MWTssociation -^'^
has been received.

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.
Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice,
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the
National Rifle Association should have registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with sun control legislation. The results
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire
to contact that office relative thereto.

Sincerely yours,

J. F-.Vrr Eco-^n

OLD: DC

*?

(4) -/f^ ,
p

\ J

T
> /\' / See note page 2
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j
Honorable James C. Cleveland

|

NOTE :

;-

!

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to
determine whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) should

!
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on
12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requested

_ j

that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued.
l^Sl Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable

with the constituent. Our relations with Congressman Cleveland
are limited but have been generally satisfactory.

- 2 -



JAMES C. CLEVELAND
2o Dist., New Hampshire

COMMITTEES:

PUBLIC WORKS
JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE

CONGRESS

HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

^

Congress of tjie GUntteb States

tousle of &epre$etitattoea

Washington Office:

1112 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 2051S

TEL.: 225-5206

District Offices*

316 Federal. Building

53 Pleasant Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

TEL.: 224-4137

13V4 Main Street
Nashua, New Hampshire 03060

TEL.: 883-4525

^
December 20, 1965

Ho ii. J. Edi;ar Hoover, Director
Federal Cureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
Washington , D.C,

Dear ilr. Hoover

:

.;>: /

or;

I ara enclosing a copy of a letter from a constituent

who is concerned about the F.3.I.'s investiration of the

ational RifLe Association.

Any assistance you could c.ivc v.e in ansv:erin;* ny

constituent's inquiry v;ould be r.iost appreciated. CD

v.

Si

^ y&-ssJL-_^J

.

Jataes C. Cleveland, il.C.

\
"
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JecemEer 18,

The Honorable Jauries Cleveland
11 ".? Lori^vorth HOB
VMsningnon, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Cleveland:

It has come to my attention that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation has launched an investigation of the

National Rifle Association. This inquiry reportedly is

being made at the request of an unidentified member of

Congress. As I have been a member of the National Rifle
Association for the past twenty years, I would appreciate
learning why such an inquiry.

The National Rifle Association has, in the past, opposed
unwarranted and unreasonable laws pertaining to firearms;
however, no subversive activity has ever come to my atten-
tion. Unfortunately, many people. feel that investigation by

a police authority, particularly the F.B.I. , is indicative
of wrong-doing; therefore, as both a member of the^ N.R.A.
and citizen of the United States, I question the legitimacy
of this inquiry.

WEPrmtj

//i-w- yi>
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December 13, 1968

Honorable James Harvey
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Congressman:

Your letter of December 9, 1968, enclosing
a copy of excerpts from a constituent's letter
concerning our investigation of the National Rifle
Association has been received.

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.
Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice,
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the
National Rifle Association should have registered with
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist
in connection with gun control legislation. The results
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire
to contact that office relative thereto.

With respect to the other inquiries, I can
tell you the FBI has conducted a considerable amount
of investigation regarding the subversive movement which
threatens our country today. Being strictly an investi-
gative agency of the Department of Justice, we have
furnished the results of our inquiries to the Attorney
General for his opinion with respect to prosecution in
these matters.

I am enclosing some material which you may
wisfo-to aend to your constituent.

MAILED 20

Sincerely yours,
J, Edgar Hoover
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Honorable James Harvey

Description of Enclosures:

(1) Testimony of Director before House Subcommittee on
Appropriations 2/3/68.

(2) Statement of Director before the National Commission on
the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 9/18/68.

(3) Message from Director entitled "An Analysis of the
New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism."

(4) Turbulence on The Campus.

NOTE :

This is the case which recently received considerable
press coverage. The Department requested investigation todetermine whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) shouldhave registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA andfurnished the Department with an investigative report
The^?«^oent on 12/10/68 advised that the NRA registeredon 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigationby this Bureau be discontinued. The constituent is notidentified in the Congressman's correspondence. CongressmanHarvey is on the Special Correspondent's List.

- 2 -



i ^; JAMES HARVEY
8tH"DlSY«ICT, MICHIGAN

410 Cannon Office. Building

TELEPHONE! 225-2806

COMMITTEE!
INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE

Congress of tfje Wnittb States;

3|ouae of jRepresfentatibcsJ

2Ka^(nston, 30.C 20515

December 9, 1968

District Offices:

10-tl Jefferson-Baum Court*
Saginaw, Michigan

753-6563

409 Fort
Port Huron, Michigan

962-0591

/>

3 r»i.
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

#•&?'y
/"P_/e^

AJa1~<><->"<
L l:

'r
U/T'-

Enclosed you will find a copy of excerpts from
a recent letter from a constituent in which an inquiry
is made relative to FBI investigations. I would appreciate
any comments you care to make and any information you can ^
provide.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation.
With kindest regards,

/j

jj
V

• ^AMES HARVEY, M. C.
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TRUE COPY

Dec. 6, 1968

Dear Rep James Harvey,

I just heard on the news, the F. B. I,

is requested by an unidentified congressman to
investigate the National Rifle Association. I

am trying to serve my country by demanding
that you please do sonB thing about getting
the F.B.I, to investigate the "Black Panthers"
S.D.S. etc. etc. etc. Communist organizations
led by proffesional leaders, lets get on the
ball and pass some legislation that will
make a few wrong things "Wrong" I also

T R U E COPY
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December 26, 1968

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

wtf/J. fV

After receiving your reply to my letter of December 14, 1968,
I concluded that it had been addressed to the wrong person and I have
redirected my questions to Mr. tfred Vinson, Jr.

Thank you for your consideration in answering so promptly. I believe
that if all our government agencies were run as ably as the Federal Bureau
of Investigation we would have fewer problems and a more stable and respected
government.

Sincerely,

U
3

>y ' &^^L

8K-9 1
//f-~.

*» D£c 3* 1968
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

I Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,

explain this deletion.

D Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.

Section 552

(b)(1)

(b)(2)

(b)(3)

(b)(4)

n (h\c\}

(b)(6)

(b)(7)(A)

(b)(7)(B)

(b)(7)(C)

D (b)(7)(D)

(b)(7)(E)

(b)(7)(F)

(b)(8)

(b)(9)

Section 552a

(d)(5)

(j)(2)

00(1)

(k)(2)

00(3)

(k)(4)

(k)(5)

(k)(6)

00(7)

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your

request is listed in the title only.

ET Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)

for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency (ies). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
.

—

0" The following number is to be u^ed for reference regarding these pages:

flq- /.c7-^>5T jb.2 )
:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXX
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FBI/DOJ
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to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

H'' The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:The following number is to be used tor rei

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX FBI/DOJ



(Fv-'v. 7 --2 7 -57) To IV on'

DcLocK-h U

Z?

Casper

Callahan

Conrad _

Felt

Gale

z:
/

Rosen I

Sullivan

Tavel

Trotter

Tele. Room
Holmes
Ganc

V.
'-?

UPI-8S
(GUMS)

„ T
WASHINGTON--THE FBI IS INVESTIGATING THE STATUS OF THE NATIONAL

™>\:l
gSSOC AATIOK. THE POWZRrUL ANTIGUN CONTROL OaGAMIZATIONvSicH HAS

LOBBYING BODY?
DCKESTIC LOBBY BECAUSE IT CONTENDS IT IS NOT A

I'i^r^-iX "*•<"!& ilk WITH THE CLERK OF THE HOUS" Or prBprcPMnni

HE SAID THE NRA'S TAX EXEMPT STATUS SHOULD* k LISTED AND TVASSOCIATION SHOULD BE FORCED TO REGISTER AS A LO^v. °
AJD TH~

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE SENATOR SAID TODAY, HOWEVER, HE HAD NEVER MADE
ANY REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OR ANY OF
JTS AGENTS.
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' quarter- at 1500 lihocle Lslr .'!-;
i

j/ive. nv/., said they were tiievc 1

i,.:nder Justice Department or-

1

i

tiers as the result of a cor.:-

J

plaint by an unidentified

:

member of Congress, officials'
said.

j

Charts that the NttA has,"
r>rv'n.**wf ii- n.w,-,„:„, j i i » i

.
-•-•-•-»-' '.i^nMu-in, kj.kjv-:

ir.;,' have been made thraivli-
out Concessional hearings orr
gun-control legislation.

! .

Chief critics of the NUA
have included Sen. Thomas
Dodd (D-Conn.) and Sen. Ed-
ward -M. Kennedy fD-Mass.).
[Aides to both Senators said
-they did not inow the source
cf the specific complain;
under investigation. •

It is a misdemeanor, punish-
able by a year in prison and
$5C00 fine, to engage "for *pzy"
in influencing legislation
without registering with the
Clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives and filing regular
reports." -

J|
^The FBI would not • sav

j
whether it had turned up any
evidence of such activity.

XRA officials frequently tes-
tify at gun-control hearings
but they contend that they do
so only to "present the viev/s
of members." They also main-
tain the legal right to "in-,

form" the membership of one
million of the status of pro-
posed laws affecting their in-j

i
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The Washington Post
Times Herald £^_

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)

The Sunday Star (Washington) „
Daily News (New York)

Sunday News (New York)

New York Post

The New York Times

The Sun (Baltimore) _
The Daily World

The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer .

People's World

Examiner (Washington)

.
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January 7, 1S69

Honorable Sam Steiger

House of Representatl'/es

Washington, D. C. 20515

.b'

!C

C7>
CO

oj i

—

4

My clear Congressman:

I have received your
enclosing a copy of a letter from
Arizona,

03

n of January 3rd
Phoenix,

With respect to your constituent's comment, you
may wish to advise him that the FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M.
Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, Depart-

ment of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to determine if the

National Rifle Association should have registered with the Cleric of

the House of Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with gun
control legislation. The results of our investigation have been fur-

nished to the Criminal Division, Department of Justice, and you may
wish to contact that office.

You may also wish to iaform| ptliat the FBI
has conducted a considerable amount of investi^uox^egarding the

subversive movement which threatens our country today. Being a
strictly investigative agency of the Department of Justice, we fur-

nish the results of our inquiries to the Attorney General for his

opinionjftth respect to prosecution in these matters.

i/
Sincerely yours,

>
SL
b?/1

p

1 \ V

<p>>*<L

Congressman
er, 1966, and we

1 - Phoenix - Enclosures (2)

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of
\

Steiger (R -Arizona) was elected to Congr*
have enjoyed very limited, but cordial relations with him. During our
investigation of this matter, we interviewed three officials of National

^JRifle Association (NRA) and furnished the Department with an investigative
' report. On December 10th, the Department advised that an'official of

NBA registered on that date with the Clerk of the House of Representatives
as % tol^ist, and the Department requested that any further investigation by
MAIL ROOM I r TELETYPE mmtt I i

the Bureau be discontinued. FMG:mrm ^6)



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

1.3.69.

Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison
FBI
Justice

-, 196....

bid
ltr.

if '*>>¥&

1 M^/TTv^y' ..

S\
-ti*. I ii;.;i!i;in

Mr. Conrad

' .':>'. t.v.v.i
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l

'

re »'»-
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::a K-k

|
Mi;-..5 Ga:n!y.

thanks f*

Pe^ respectfully

,

Sam Steiger, M. C.
Arizona - 3

125 Cannon HOB

M.C., District.

//? ^--#
- »

IT ibba

x>



(Dec 26 1968)

Phoenix,

Dear Representative Steiger:

I will start this letter by saying that I am a law
abiding American citizen, who is washed, has a haircut
and wd rks every day to feed and support my family.

I was shocked Sir, to read in Saturday 1

s Ariz. Republic
that the National Rifle Ass. is being investigated by the F. B. I.

It is my opinion that when we bring patriotic, loyal American
organizations such as this one under investigation, our country
is in serious trouble.

It would make more sense to me to investigate such
organizations as A* D. A. , S. D. S. , and some of the other militants
who make no secret of their intentions to rearrange our country by
violence.

I will conclude this letter by saying that I supported and
voted for you during the election, and would sincerely appreciate
any efforts on your behalf to bring this unreasonable investigation

to a quick end.

Respectfully Yours

J576

COPYrnm

-r
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.me

The Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr Hoover:
I was just looking at a clipping I took

from a newspaper some time a
c
~o to the effect that the

Quantico Marines complain that they a re compelled to
serve as markers at rifle ranges on their off-days
whether they want to or not*

Is that a consequence of the National
Rifle Association's lobbying activity?

I have not seen in The
A

*ew York Times or
other newspaper any report , interim or otherwise,
of your investigation into the question of whether
the National Rifle Association is a lobby or nets
If it is, it ought to be registered as such* Further
it should lose its tax-exempt status.

There is to e a general overhaul ofthe tax-exempt
status of Foundations snd I hope' the National Rifle
Association will be included in this.

r
&*sit~Wz.$

im MAR 19 £63
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Honorable Jacob K. Javits
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

My dear Senator:

«. * ,
The Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Dividinn «#

the Internal Avenue Service by letter of ApriSrXStojyour communication enclosing a letter f
?™

g|jg|jj||[||p and it was received on April 4th. ^P
With respect to your constituent's inauiriPs ™„may wxsh to advise her that '

the^2^^ ££, vVfcison, Jr the then Assistant Attorney ineml CriniLiTmv\^n

I am returning the enclosure as you requested.

Sincerely yours, ,

}
J. Edgar Hoover /-<

'

Bufiop

: Casper .

; Callahan

Connd
Felt _

Pa.^en .

Cullivan

T-jvel

Trotter

r ?]<?. Poori

^t

Saclosure 4

\

,» W\L/ Senato;

^i.'\ vxlwed

t ^

50APR251969T'

NOTE Bufiles^disclose we have enjoyed cordiaLcorrespc
r Javits but contain no information identifiable With!

I Qurmi; our..inve5tigation of National Rifle AssocialluJi imKAJ We inter

reoorf Onn^'h *?n
f^Shed ^ DePar^ent with an investigate

NX^sir^Td on t^ h ',
1968

.; 2*
DePartment «W«d that an official of

as a lSLt al ^hl n^ Wl"! the Clerk of the House of Representativesa™0\t'ET^^ requested that any further investigation bu
c lOCfW' the Bureau be discontinued. LMGrrk (4) ;%
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Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison
Internal Revenue Service

for such consideration as the communication

herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report

thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of

inclosure.

By direction of

Jacob K. Javits, U. S. S.

ENCLOJcxVA

l/f-by-W ,/>



r£CDMAR3 1S69

27, 1969

New York

Senator Jacob Javits
Senate Office Building
'.Vashington, D.C

.

Sir:

I read, very happily, several weeks ago "that the P.B.I,
intended to investigate the lobbying activities of the National
Rifle Association. Is the investigation continuing, or has
someone managed to turn it off? Or, hopefully, has it finally
been decided that the K.R.A. is now, and has been for more than
thirty years, a lobby?

I, as a Republican, am pleased with your basic scepticism
of the Nixon Administration, I think you reflect the thinking
of many Republicans. I admire you for being willing to stand up
and say what many seemed to be afraid to say.

. /

riusssa*
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March 18, 1969

< '

b

In reply to your letter of March 11th I cannot

ViSa Ta

a"V
V°

the W°rk °f the ***«»« at QuaWico,Virginia I am, however, referring a copy of your letter tothe Secretary, Department of Defense, Washington DC forany assistance he may be able to afford you.
' '

n . ..
As I advised you on December 16. 1963 thp FRTat the request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., the then Assist

ducted a limited investigation to determine if the^National "iflpAssociation should have registered with the C erkf^louff f^Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with gun control le£
SSS'nJX

reSUitS
.°

f OUr tovesHgatoi have bee^Ln^d £*£
SESffiSS: Department of Justic* and *» -y ** £

MAILED 22

MAR 18 1969

COMM-FB!

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

To
I son _

DeLo arh

Mohr

Bishop __
Casper

Callahan

Conrjj

F»]f

CiI- „

Ho.;,- M

iJuiliv in _
T IVnf __

H-!:np..

NOTE: Bufiles disclose we wrote corresnondpnt on i9/ifi/*Q •

ment advised an official of NRA reentered Tth,'t hVL ?u ??' l
he DeFart"

the House of HeDresentaliv»r; nH?i^' ?
hat date

'
OTth the Clerk of

investi^tion byTheTureau be «Sco„tiS r^'
r?»"Mrt"d ttot "V to'her

furnish «, thlsecreta^eL^'sfono^^r^r^a^re?''3 """
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At tv« office of the Rational Sin* AasoeSatiof
Secretary, wfes interviewed and stated that thai

pena*rlv«Bia Rifle Club is an affiliated club of' ™-
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*BaociAtioi>, for which affUiAtion a $10.00 e jiml
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Oorer^re-nt propertjrfrfln the Director of Civilian Uer*«ai»M0, butthat tnis property does not in any *ay belong to the UtUml Rifle
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jrooacution even if facts aile£ai be proven bocuGi of
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calibre, aad/twfc 30*06 Springfield rlflr» nMch "ted been loaaed to
toe clrJb. ty tbe^Jatioaal Bin* Association c^f ti» TJaiVed States 6cv«rsBt&tj
t>«at toe ftlub paid a $10 .visual fee t<* the ?*avio&ai Ittflt AssscintLon
in ¥asl)in^wc

4 -8« C* , «id *fc&t nesn indemnity :to the Scvermctn for t:*e

safe keeping of tfcftee rifle*, a *u»ty 'bond £**&*£ by the Giena falls
Indeanlty Caspany, Grant SaildiQg, frittabnrft. ?vnr_««o y^r*^ »&* jw^tt**-
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i n ffrr -. r r^£. ah*

tie
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•>ncernioc it. w^ ;r. famed tla tbatfl |w 10*6,4
aac for t.ie c-vrpos* of dee* anotingTV Bets ted

. eter c^aseed Mastery nad »tet*dt^H[^^Sat>i*r-ia-

,:,,M ;*»• ** did »*t rao«,^l§"Wotber-.ia~jl^fflBtted tJSat i* h«itae rifle, tat thct be had loaned It to another ana who cad .inc«
aled, Mid ta^t did act enn the pre«eat abereacotits of tbt can.

It *h aid be noted that tble setter had cot been called
to tbt attention of ptaoriUe. for «ore tnaa two war,, u* th^*it je* not until tneaOIenn Fall, Indemlty Ootrpany, ^ ajroarentlVpaid tat lose oa tnijjjn^^^^ United States toremaaa't vrote

Jh.*^"? f
1^ ktWBBBI for «****••»«* tarn ha .abuttedtae racts of tnia eaee

1

Id laH Vdreea oa tne possibility of a fee ftw osbetsleuest of aoYerxuBeat property.

It tha tisa this report wrn-oade to the PUtsbtJ'aj Office
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KfWPT.ffiimMf
balieTad it posaltla that sqm Inquiry ai.it be cade et a later iave cos-
iarnisr t£a drill.

AT ?30VD. IT&e..

Deputy Sheriff Jhriate^sca iraa intarrtewed *t the Sheriff«
Office, Ptotq, U^eb oa Jaauery 24, 1?.% and iaToiaad **»nt that ha,
tooths r *itb I*;*ity tariff aeit Durrant, j^< eouauctid an ext«aetire
izrrestifctios porta iaing to tt* theft of tfca l&iunt drill and ted de-
veloped no suspects. Ca January £6 peputy tariff **it Darrein* was later-
viewed at Prcro, Utah end stated that in tfa* spring thvy will as*iu cob-
duett an iaTaati&tiea partaixting to .tfca thert of the l&aVaos drlU att* thay
believed a* that tLsc wfcoerer *tfi£ stolen it would use it for proapeeting.
Lejxity Sheriff Lurrant prooiaed A^ent that in the eprin^ be «ill again
conduct an inTeetigatioii and he eteted tfca* through hia contacts ha will
know *fce*her or act that drill «aa aver used fcr proepaetjag in that vicin-
ity.

It say ba noted that latter* have been addreaoed to all Police
Dejertaente end Sheriffa

f Office* la Utah *chere *«cond-bnnd ehoj» era lo-
cated to notify their Pfewnsfcop Xtetaila of *ha,tf»ft or the ixurta^t ha«*r
drill. It id boli*^»d that la thee*ent: to* iwuxxnax £objee» attocpi to
pavn or s*U the inaiant drill, this information will S* iiswsadiAtai? rum-

Li new or th* fact tfiat tfea*« ere do IwkSp- a&t9.4adias. thl*
oas« is Lei at elosta -Mftjcet **> *>elnp reopeasd upotLjeovlpt of ' fttibtfepeal
iiifonsatica xblsh ay iaad to tfc* identity es<3 apprdaenMou of tb? Csi
Subjects la the fcWrs-entitlod case.
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FD-355 (Re*. 6-28-78)

TRANSMIT VIA:

Teletype

Facsimile

[X
1 AIRTEI,

FBI.

PRECEDENCE:

I |
Immediate

I |
Priority

[~~1 Routine

CLASSIFICATION:

TOP SECRET

SECRET

CONFIDENTIAL

UNCLAS E F T

UNCLAS

Date -^1^^

-#o

l/' • •

To:

1r-^b

Director, FBI
(Attn: FBI Laboratory)

SAC, NORFOLK (174C-529) (RUC)

Subject-^NSU3 5 -liir.ea.t....to Bomb
.

-•-

^ National Rifle Association! (NRA)
•\/ Washington. D. C.

"

ATTENTION:

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
DOMESTIC SECURITY AND
TERRORISM SECTION

E3 PERSONAL AND PROPERTY
. CRIMES SECTION

10421025 -iy
/

CR EL DIH CRA-64
PA PE PF E

DAMV q CAA
AP QIWFC OCWAA FI

EID [5 Bomb Threats

Summary of Complaint:

An anonymous bomb threat was sent to NRA, Y/ashington,
D. C, via postcard, postmarked Virginia Beach, Virginia, and
forwarded by NRA to Chief of Police, Virginia Beach, Virginia,
The postcard was subsequently forwarded to the Norfolk Office,
FBI, by the Virginia Beach Police Department, 4/17/81.

i>s

Postcard enclosed for FBI Laboratory.
INDICES: [>5 Negative See Summary

ACTION: U

Bu (Encs. $J3
(1- FBI Lab)
WFO (Enc. 1)
Norfolk
(1- 66-820)

BAW:csb
(6)

3-

1-

01a?
Si

o further action being taken/aitd
~ LHM enclosed /

FD-376 (Enc. to LHM)
CI LHM being submitted

Report being submitted

I I Preliminary investigation instituted

Limited investigation instituted

I 1 Investigation continuing

BT1 Copy to

/ ••

[X]USA
HP Secret Service

(Xj ATF

17 n^p, 20
r

1«qi

NF
NF
NF

Approved: Transmitted
(Number) (Time)

^ Per

Faiyooj



KF 174C-529

Request of the FBI Laboratory

Per MIOG, Part 1, 174-3.2.5, page 800, postcard
furnished to Laboratory for document and latent fingerprint
examination.

2*



U.S. Departmeni of Justice

Federal Bureau of*Investigation

In Reply, Pleose Refer to

File No. NF 174C-529 Norfolk, Virginia

April 17, 1981

UNKNOT SUBJECT;
THREAT TO BOMB

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION (NRA)
WASHINGTON, D. C.

APRIL 2, 1981 *
'

V
At

April 8, 1981,1 ^^^
_^m^^^ Harlon B, Cartel, hxecuuve v lceTresident , National

ixixe Association (NRA), Washington, D. C, forwarded a postcard
addressed to that association to the Chief of Police, Virginia
Beach, Virginia .

The postcard was addressed to the National Rifle
Association, 1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C.
20036, and was postmarked in Virginia Beach, Virginia, on April 2,
1981. The front of the postcard bore the notation:

M, N, R. A.

'

MAN OF THE YEAR
HINCKLEY"

The back of the postcard contained the following
printed message:

"CURSE OF USA LOBBIES
I WOULD GIVE $100
NOW TO HELP E0MB
YOUR OFFICES -

PLUTOS - WEALTH OF LOBBIES"

This postcard was in turn forwarded to the Norfolk Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation where it was received on
April 17, 1981, The postcard has been fowarded to the FBI
Laboratory for examination. No additional investigation is being
initiated at Norfolk.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency

.

1*

!'/-+-> Hi
FBJ/DOJ



Laboratory Transmittal Form
7-72"

''**-"
, LABORATORY *

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

w

To:

/ SAC, Norfolk (174C-529) May 21, 1981

From: Director, FBI FBI FILE NO.

LAB. NO,

a!
7i-7SUB; Threat to Bomb

%
^i?i?ai.J?J-lle..Association (M?a)

^72/81

174-3911

10421025 D VE

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Remarks:

Norfolk

Airtel dated April 17, 1981

Document - Fingerprint

rv-.

.-/

Enclosures'' (2) (2 Lab report)
7 KM <Ji i#l

- — » i

1

° ;

1 * T* SP.ATIY E
p \cr - •y •* , , , r » ~ T

"N Tfl

:oatIVE EEPGET

V . & " /. ADMINIST RATIVE PAGE

MAIL ROOM$K



REPORT
of the

--* UBORATOBT ft

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D. G. 20535

°'SAC, -orfol>. (174C-529) May 21, 1931

FBI FILE NO.

LAB. NO.

174-9911 r~.

10421025 D V"
Re: U?ISUS; Threat to Bomb

"ational nifle Association (v.VA)

Washington, D. C.
4/2/31

Specimens received

April 20, 1931

01 Postcard postmarked "VIRGINIA D3ACH, VA. P'l 2 APR
I9fll" addressed to "!*ATIOSAL RIFLC AGSIi..."

Result of examination:

Specimen 01 was searched through the Anonymous Letter
File without effecting an identification. Cooies have been
addei to thi3 file for future reference.

Uo watermarks, indented writing or other identifying
characteristics were noted on specimen 31 which would
indicate the i^i^ediate source of this itarr*.

Specimen Ql, which has been photographed, will be
returned separately with the results of the latent fingerprint
examination.

JBMrpmg \(4)*

FBI/DOJ



7-2,

,f4S£

To:

Re:

RECORDED FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/27/81
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

pmg* Loborotory Work Sheet

SAC, Norfolk (174C-529)

•
FBI FILE NO.

l7^2V(-
UNSUB; Threat to Bomb LAB, NO.

National Rifle Association (NRA) 10421025 D VE
Washington, D. C. YOUR NO,

4/2/81

Examination by: Q —
\ O d!3 />

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Specimens received:

Norfolk

Airtel dated April 17, 1981

Document - Fingerprint

April 20, 1981

Ql Postcard postmarked "VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. PM 2 APR
1981" addressed to "NATIONAL RIFLE ASSN. ..." ^

/.• -»-. / . . . T. , J _ ) .

s/"/ *' *y

/ >-/:
- V-9

v^/o:;
r

F0I/DOJ



Results of examination:

Specimen Ql was searched through the Anonymous Letter
File without effecting an identification. Copies have been
added to this file for future reference.

No watermarks, indented writing or other identifying
characteristics were noted on specimen Ql which would indicate
the imediate source of this iteip.

Specimen Ql, which has been photographed
f will be

retunned separately with the results of the latent fingerprint
examination.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Pagc(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated

explain this deletion.

D Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.

Section 552

n (b)(i) D (b)(7)(A)

(b)(2) - D (b)(7)(B)

D (b)(3) D (b)(7)(C)

. D (b)(7)(D)

D (b)(7)(E)

(b)(7)(F)

(b)(4) D (b)(8)

(b)(5)
• n (b)(9)

D (b)(6)

Section 552a

D (d)(5)

D (J)(2)

D 000)

00(2)

D 000)

D 00(4)

D 00(5)

D 00(6)

D 00(7)

D Information penained only to a third parry with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.

D Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that asencv(ics)
for review and direct response to you.

Pa£es contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the
disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicati

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
At etc i cbuud d-rh&i

The following number is to be used fo/reference regarding these paees:

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

FBI/DOJ
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(Attn: FBI Laboratory) .

S*r*ol* itetenzk (filriel) iated_4/l7/81
-

KorTolk ?I1* 17c. 174C-S"A9

IMlft Ko.

ftat UNSUB; Threat to Bomb

.Nation n TTifle flssorirtinn
Washington, D. C.

4/2/81

Anonymous postcard containing bomb threat

cc:j£i"' Ti: !-•* a i^ckkshIet'itens

OC f,CT STA-IP.jft dAJ-iDLE.AS E^LCSUPe!

m

zc
E V I il!?N C E

nOWAlBUSI glffl ISTJOATION '

ft*

WASl "$ XC

€>*1Z
in f°^^\D2^3.l^

LX. /



IA/.RA
)

Ay--"- ,>
N

A/A
/*•

I C © ©

/or3/?^^j> i/&4t
i

;>-.—t -s **":



•

:rriiv \ ;

uS/\

i- ^:,4.i;i,.Vi;. x. o u c Q 5 I <" tz. <?/CO

yo^ts^ off-/ c /= s -

lu-pr? Zjz#ltH of LoMscj

/ o r ; / j -

o/
.
—

_
, ;^ -^_^- ' - 'j?_\?*"*-z ~ m

>-Z ' ?* ?] *** ** "way

--... -3..-T:. -r. :



;. »•;

:V'.'lv.

'-Mr

vSjf,
r V.

1

!',

< > * i i '

• .-I'- • iWli '

• i!M
: •'-•Ji> ;

.;
•

!!

K

cmV..!'

.!*

I!'
.1

' -

f in"-
1 *'

* i-

.:%

•:::;:f
:

!'

V

»;)-' •*•
i

i.'C'"
;. 1 1' •

'l-Jl.

• ".•it •

,

>' :

»ii'i'

':>:Y
•'J! ,V

ll
(;

/ V o2 /
' D .2. 5 - ^

'

;l-V..i.'

M^'i <;,:

:".
,

^

,

.;
!^

•ct-w :
;( •ji.iin'i /:

•.

Afy) .•

:. tii'trru:,-. '.

- V-iV' ,' '

'ir V 1 (- ••

.,-;rr'«,.

.:.•»•!? •

.^i,V?;V
~-i -t'

!<. ' *..)

(
( ;ivvV' 1

>.i

jf_

t t y

^
*

-^^s^.^H
.-

'"'

V'. *

.
- !;;. it .

'', -,

:s:^. i

!
''

'.V-T'i''i'
'

'^

• i>,*:y- ,1* t;-
X,

.^, ; ":l'rt^.
,
*: ,

'{

1

*

.V'^rHy-fi-

k '\i,

'?M (
, i

/".'.'.r V I:

'

*

:i v;

^*\h ••i'^

-.:. t- M
1

,.i

'

'I'

1 "'
l

.';'$

"N-i-v
'""

i ,; -^

.
,

; .:!. ii|..-.. '-

1

-.AVivy; *\
<*

'" Vff.vv -'

.

. 'iw- =

.

\ *{\

'

' ' 1U<^:,' ..
. ^o_p.t r i

.
-.1! *

• V
'

;!$*i\ '.'
:

'-'J-
s

':. f
:>i

;;!'
'' :

-
}' f

-V .*'?:;* ' .L ,'

• ^»r- .

=

J
''

.

'j..

V£

I .



7-2

<v V^

p.nnpnBn FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1C£UOKOEDUNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 4/20/81
4/27/81

—
PiniT* Loborotory Work Sheet

Recorded: 5-19-81 7:15 a.m., ljw
To:

SAC, Norfolk (174C-529)

J>t!

Received : 5-18-81

UNSUB; Threat to Bomb
Re: National Rifle Association (NRA)

Washington, D. C.
4/2/81

FBI FILE NO.

LAB. NO.

174-8911

your no.
10421025 DVE

LC#B-99610

Examination b

Noted B
bid

Examination requested by;

Reference:

Examination requested:

Specimens received:

Norfolk

Airtel dated April 17, 1981

Document - Fingerprint

April 20, 1981

Ql Postcard postmarked "VIRGINIA BEACH , VA. PM 2 APR
1981" addressed to "NATIONAL RIFLE ASSN "

"

4

g+jt. ^f<»

>iJ'

[J >**)

a." K cr
P.

J.

Examination completed
Time

y

/> (PV ^ /^'/ Dictated^ /? ?*'' MJ
Date Date

Fftl/DOJ
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated

explain this deletion.

Deletions were made pursuant lb the 'exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.

Section 552

(b)(1) (b)(7)(A)

D (b)(2) - D (b)(7)(B)

D (b)(3) . D (b)(7)(C)

D (b)(7)(D)

D (b)(7)(E)

D (b)(7)(F)

D (b)(4) D (b)(8)

(b)(5) D (b)(9)

D (b)(6)

Section 552a

(d)(5)

D 0X2)

D 00(1)

00(2)

D 00(3)

D 00(4;

00(5)

00(6)

0X7)

D Information pertained only to a third parry with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.

D Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that asency(ies)
for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasabiliry of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

disposition at a later date.

qL Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of /7V JiW~$9I
*l~ / (fo$ H ^ J

p™,. „,.„,.m <„ ... ,- :
dtku f dc^d tj-n^v'

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s)

Wf The followinfi number is tobe used, for reference regarding these pases:

XXXXXX
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X Deleted Pagfc(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

FBI/DO J



TD-3b R'jv. 5-2^.78)

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA:

CJ Teletype

Facsimile

airtel£

PRECEDENCE:

f~l Immediate

I I Priority

Routine

CLASSIFICATION:

D TOP SECRET

SECRET

CONFIDENTIAL

UNCLAS E F T

UNCLAS
6/5/81

Date

* 1

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, WFO (174C-885) (RUC)

UNSUB; THREAT TO BOMB j

\ NATIONAL" RIFLE ASSOCIATION (NRA)

WASHINGTON , D . C

.

4/2/81

ReNorfolk airtel dated 4/17/81

could offer no further informatxon
V)^ regarding^ne^uETect post card and stated that he
y forwarded it to the Chief of Po* "

-..--—•-.«-

Virginia, for information only.
advised that the NRA receives numerou
similar content.

WFO considers this matter RUC.

/

(2L-— Bureau
2 - Norfolk (174C-529)
1 - WFO

ia Beach,
further

rters of

A-
•

!

!

//V

//-

TENraik
(5)

2 J'JM 8 1981

,v.U^ V-^ r

y

Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)
*U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING 0FFIC£: 1960-305-750/5402



x-336 (Rev. 10-26-79)

^DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Washington, D. C. 20537

REPORT
of the

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

YOUR FILE NO. 1 7J*'C~529
FBr FILE NO. 1 7^-891 1

LATENT CASE NO.B-996I

June 17, "1981

to: SAC, IJorfolIc

LI/5U3.

;

VA::"Hl::C-TC->!. D.C.

REFERENCE:Airtel *+-1 7~8l
EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY; Norfolk
specimens: Cne postcard, ^1

separately.
iho result of the laboratory examination is being furnished

soeciaen#
-To latent prints cf value vers developed en the e;: closed

: nc.

/ -=:

?3)RW:wrv-''

jVjK v

;*J
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