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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office ISAj^^rMiSiiM • UNITED sftffit
i#PrERNMENT

DATE: Augttat 2k, 1948Director, FBI

SAC, Atlanta

^subject: DONALD L; WEST, WAS
EJTEHNAL SECORITT - C
(Bnflle 100-20396)

Hr. DUDIEr W. gESRQIDS, 126 Barksdale Drive, NE, Atlanta,
Georgia, advised that while waiting for a bus in June of 1946 he
had conversed with a neighbor of his, 8ENDAJJB^BISl(SSi»pJUa06
l?th_Streot, NE^ Atlanta
that he had made a speech
at the request of DONALD

BEHOLDS ataEeSTthat WEISIGER told him.

he Lula High School, Lula, Georgia,
when he had been principal of the

high school and that because of his, WEISIGER* s* speech the patrons
of the Lula High School had fired WEST. REYNOLDS stated that
WEISIGER told him he had arranged and obtained a position at
Oglethorpe University for DONALD LEE WEST as a professor*

REYNOLDS advised he was not. well acquainted with WEISIGER
hut that he wrierstood WEISIGER had taken a tour through Texas and
had made quite a few speeches at different high schools and that he
was retired on a pension from the Southern Bell Telephone J?ompany
REYNOLDS further advised that WEISIGER, as he recalled, had been
very much interested in labor whilr employed by the Southern Bell _
Telephone Company and it was his understanding he had been a H
"trouble maker"*

Kr* HEYNOIDS stated that he was bringing this information to
the attention of the Federal Bureau of Investigation because KENDALL,
WEISIGER has been appointed a member of a board to review loyalty .

cases in the Atlanta area*
^

Mr# ERNEST Wv HAXES, Givil Service Coamission, Atlanta, ad-
vised that Mr* KENDALL UEISIGER* of 206 17th Street, NE, was one of

the four members of the Loyalty Board for this area*
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The above is furnished for your information.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

EormNo.l
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

ATLANTA FILE NO. 100-1015

REPORT MADE AT

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

DATE WHEN
MADE

9AA8

PERIOD FOR WHICH.MAD*

8/26,27/48

Tmjc 6'
DON&LD. LBS YffiST, Was.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS/

.REPORT MADE BY

Vv FALSER PROSPERE
DND

CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

REFERENCE:

D0NA.LD LEE YffiST attended" banquet at Hermitage

Hotel,. Nashville , Tennessee on April 18, 1948.

Meeting sponsored bv Dixie Conference of Rail-

road Train Men. I Trecails TfiEST having

been present but knows of no further activity
fo7D

on his part in connection with the meeting.

Informant stated that YffiST attended another

meeting, at the time he was in Nashville although

unable to furnish ar$r details concerning it,

- RUG -

Bureau Pile No. 100-20396. . __ - .

Report of SA JOSEPH T. SYLVESTER, JR. dated 8/9A^b^ Q
Atlanta.

*

<7V\J(L/

advised that DONALD IEB TUBST from Atlanta,DETAILS i

Georgia attended a banquet of labor leaders which was
' addressed by A. F* WHITNEY of the Railroad Brotherhoods which was held in the

Hermitage Hotel during the spring of 1948. Informant stated that this banquet

was atterided by representatives of the Railroad Brotherhoods, CIO, A.F. of L.,

independent unions iand all manner of labor representatives. He stated that .

he attended this banquet, and that he recalls subject having been present

but does not recall his 'having taken an active part in the proceedings. He

stated that there were a number of meetings held during the course of the

gathering of labbr representatives and he vaguely remembers that TCSST attended

one of these meetings. However, he stated that he did not recall the name

of the group or the nature of its business. He stated 'that he had -known

"WEST for^quite sometime and considered him to.be very" radical. Informant
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stated he did not recall anyone else Who attended the feting that TOT went

to, nor did he recall anyone else at the banquet who might be able to throw

further light on the subject.

Temporary Confidential Informant T-l advised that .°»
^JjJ

1^

"

and 20 the Dixie Conference of Railroad Train lien was held at the Hermitage

Hotel, Nashville, Tennessee, and that a number of prominent labor *****

addressed the gathering, including A. F. VHTEMBI andJAte? oAREY CIO leader.

Informant stated he did not recall subject's name and stated that ne ^ ™t

stay at the Hermitage Hotel during that period. It is noted that referenced

report reflects that subject was in Nashville for only one day. b7D

I Ifurtber stated that he was not familiar- with the organization

Farmers Union and had never heard of it in connection with labor activities

in the Nashville area.

i

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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For purposes 6f this report^ Temporary Confidential Informant T-l
is identified as follows t

b7D

He is being given a temporary confidential informant symbol by viriue
of the information furnished by him.

ii
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BHgg says fte caitf? profr'anTis
designed to j?tt$vide\l:fe youths a
sense of sharing- in . useful enter-
prise and an experience in group
living. He said the program

» evolved Irom the war, when youth-
;work bands were organized to
'

t

help- harvest crops.
: West was reluctant to discuss
the camp saying it was none of
The Constitution's business. When
asked whether or not he was a
Communist,, West refused to an-
swer;

Bragg, however, .said the 1 camp
was operated strictlyon a non-
sectarian, non-political, non-racial
basis and a man's politics did not
enter into one's relationship with
the camp.
West said the camp was con-

nected m no way with the People's
Institute of Applied Religion, an
organization, with headquarters an
Birmingham, which U.> S. Atty,
Gen. Tom Qark has called sub-
versive.

West says he' is participating, An>
religious activities of the commu-j
nV*4SLdJfras raade talks injurious
:churches. ^said^he is a;minister1
ot^eJosP^ ag<* well^ as Jin- edu-l

^?p:^ said he formerly .was al
Baptist, but now is "a Congrega-

1

uonahst.
The two- boys enrolled in thecamp refused to give their names

for publication and also refused
to be photographed. They said
their refusal was based on news-i
paper criticism, of West.
T

*J
e girls, all of high school age,

are jSTona Baird, of New York CityMama Haseltine, Belmont, Mass.
Jean, Roethlisberger, Cambridge,
t^ass.;

1

**e*£&/ Devine, Duluth,
Minn.; Renee^Teu, of New York
(City >and Ann West, daughter of
JJon West.

.
Maurice filler,.of Lowell, Mass.,

is Director of the camp. John
Teger* ^Director of all Uniltarian
work camps, is also helping, to or-
ganize the Georgia camp.
> People . of the community in j

which the camp located say they
(
don t know niuch about *it other
than they have heard West intend-
ed to bring in

, underprivileged
.children. C. E. Hall, a farmer, ex-,

&i ld £ J&ZI J&WeSt poems, J

"Cl9ds;of Southern Tferth » which!
uhe said West gave him to read. '

ATLANTA CONSTITUTION, AUG. 10, 1948
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I Tils* 7olooa-«*%»«

| Mr* C!o$X **•»***»*•**>

[Mr. GlovJu....

8 Tir. 3>f?d-«...

ByBILLBOTING*.
Con West, Georgia educator and

Doefc (a line 6f one of his poems

»*ed in The Daily ***%£
firfal mouthpiece of the ^o*»

muSstPartyinthiscountr^states

"I am a Communist . . . ). « help

tog to organize a work camp tor

tein-aged youngsters m a rural

The camp, now PM********^
girls and two boys from Eastern

ifnd Midwestern- cities, »»****
nn a 200-acre iarm owned-by West.

It ^sponsored by *e Unitarian

Service Committee of the Unite-

1

r^n Church as one of nine such)

camps' in the V. S., according to.& B. Bragg, Execute,
Di-

.rector. Bragg was at the GeorgiaS yesterday on an inspection

tour..

West says that while the camp

currently is being operated *£ a

work camp for J™^- ***£"!
to develop it eventually into a

|
camp for underprivileged Georgia

'children.
'

i

Present guests of the camp have!

been there since July 1 and wur

remain two weeks longer, acpord-

itof to the directors They are ^
'high school youngsters who say

they are finding the pursuit of so- L

'ciaf studies in the South excitmg-l

A typical day at the camp be-

gins withT breakfast at 7, followed

bv a two-hour work period, usual-

ly of remodeling into, a dormitory

'cL of the old barns on, the placeMb two-hour * work.
penod

comes in the afternoon. Evenings

usually are taken- up with discus-

sfols of social and economic prob-

lems of the South (such as share^

cropping, the Negro problem, the

Ku Klu Klan) atid recreation,.

The youngsters are taken on

tours of the rural countryside

w>!pre they say they gam fwst-S Pledge xt coupons m

Helns OmuM Vouth Work toip

iffiWCLlSSIFIED

ATE^^BV-

toingKHAl SEC0BI3H -

r
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REPORT MADE AT;

ATLAUTA

TITLE: . ^)
DOHALD £88 TSEST, tow. Do:

Reverend Donald zPw&st, j?ii#£ebbT£iil^eaver

DATE WHEN MADE:

10-2M*8
PERIOD FORWHICH MADE:

iWest, Dqi§*Vest,

File No, 100^59 aej

REPORT MADE BY;

PAUL £• tTSBMZ

CHARACTER OF CASE:

Daily Worker reflects the following* sub^eot* wofcia J)6em^u.si>en,
Urn jjfqqgMnatofcy in l$3l« fied Atlanta, Georgia, 193& when sought
on barges of inciting to insurrection* spoke at Boston, Mass.
l$3k 3@4$* auspices International tabor. Defense deoanding release
of EasS3«|MBI«AHN5 jailed. l£35 Pine-dale, Kentucky fer activities
in connection with miners strikej subject on National GoattdLttee
^O^MJSB^m^Jor election Sf SRCWE1R. and FORD when sub-
ject was to£ouis:ville,JKentue}&|^ State Organizer*
of forkera Alliance of Kentucky:,and jaember «f Rational iJhampioye<$*
C^oraittee for PBOWHER and EORD in 1936$ subject was present at
reception to V^mmtEES, only negro aember„0mtral Coaaaittee of
G.P* at Herclork cfby 6-21-37} subject listed as Georgia born
organizer of c»P» in Kentucky at the tine* JScnfidentiaX inforiaaht
advises subject becaiae a Coamunist in. I93h and was a member in

tji$k$ and 19\$*. Subject continaea to: be a edntact of HOMER SAXES
^Cipg^ c # P* District Organiaer for Georgia*. .Other cSacts*sei"

~

but», Subject presently residing on. faro, Route k* Dduglasville,

% sa

REFEREH0E

DBIA21S

BSRUTI I 'TTiTiTTII'iftH'H UJJ I

1 HDXCSPT - p %.

wmzmm ojheoti se. rfcg^os.
Bijreau file #29&@si@g$j$» J

"Report of SA JOSEHJ. t • SILV1STER,

r
>

r, i T '/ ii fi i 'i '

i ii ij

.^-r^j,*, ^9.. w*. wmu****. *• M^Mi*w*Bu.)»«»» ua.vsu.ay &V.UXUV4I. 0~Xfi«?f|,{.« *

Report of SA ^rpSSPS T* SIIVESJSR,
:
.4B+ dated at Atlanta 6><Mi6Y '*

- RESUME ADDRESSES AMD., PGCPFATI6N .

Confidential inforiBant T-7 advises subject presently residing
on the Old Bph Butler Faria, Route h, nine, miles outside of
Douglasvllle* Georgia.. Confidenti^l^^

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED;

4fc~J Sp£:ciai.Agent „

JN Charge

COplE^pF THIS^REBORT FURNtSHgQ TO;^

^ - Atlaafca 4

<r^

-^ ?^:

3-i 0..- ^^» i^-*3

[CORDED AND INDEXED:

,-CHECKED OFF.*

DEPARTMENT OF%JUSTlCfi fP^"
.«&-

TNBEfaaM*
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$6 stop? &g- -aiiilcLffee; ,spr.eadU ofCfcevqliitijcHia^^ South."
• Shel -ar1ilclj?u5lgp; ;r.e£^>s^tha^ TSBSl Ieti^tlaiita„6]^sitikEa^ June- 2,

/•

'

^a-liite E0giofcin BirMn£h^~/fi^.spce^ "'•.

that the£;$ar.e out to/»gei: Wf, aeaa^orfa^va^.'aie. article-aisp
'

'" ''

.stated •«»N .^g*,..a/Coiiaimis*». naft ;b&i^isoj%t^:6n-:a^charg6 .^i-Vlri- -

?

#&3g. tct insi*recMpn« »i ; The:, ai*i0lev.ais.oLa&a^^ told- his -

Story of a fi^t- fr.OEuQe^gia.at^the .officea,i>£'rthe National Committee
for^he &%^:'#?&U&m-&^^ M*r York city,

tp* 1^e» .aa$© of^ ••,!

GrgatiizeE..4^H'-$$*^».JgMiS 4pe5^at;..an..aifeEEe^OTD()N protest;.' ''>-" "'•*.:

^ss^eefeing; ^,}NN£4^high%^^^ in. Boston* -'-.".

^ssachus&fetsjr Cthafejfche ieating.j!»s.ii^e^Jbhe^atMpice
:

s of the* Inter- .*
* :

$Sm8#1^^W;^ :^^^^^^^ ****** - '• :

'

:

* *~

" -'-^: ;
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? ^^Dai&\Wo*fc^ ^

£ntitledj. 'J^ommtjn^^.^ yxtmc

TTKnr and,J)*. i.VB^Ti:.iaeiiDerA :of;jbh^ <<£ ,

*

;M^^lg^f|pt^ev^Qvfld. peace\ boMfejudgei
r^p*^*9P^^*^NfejM^ ^.^&>s^L3^^i?.ida^;.jof ;the; 'origihli*
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" ^ •'

f^^;3^i^^.'Be^^l!ii^ i^erJ,ji^had, tnisied -.out id protestA-'

jthe 5at^empt^d;..fr«E^p ;Jq&' j&ei^fellotfi *x;ade:janionists;, rwith thf
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" /
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v -'' '*•

'

,. ?e; «|. MoMSy: 3$g& %&,..?$£& ^fiecied-a: ne^ iteut under *he cit^-' ' "
• :

tioii j'^SJEat.annOulices, liatioiial.\(&DB^^e,l^:ile^i6tt'^TO>*'r
'

;^ >- :
v'--"

Instant arMcle
s

refUoi^/W^M^mjOS'^B.,. Communist leader; ancf
ChadiiiBan^f;^e;^ i^mp3Wi)BR "".-'

1

Cha%man^o|i |;he:,Katipna^ R4IO^MDiB

.aerabers: 6t^^/dommltt,ee:,v ibfa6aM.&-]b&jnSX',. ^6uls*iiie^ ^enV • V*' :
*'

^» ,^9f cohtaiiied:;iii«. .•te.ia liaivj©f„ Cqnanittee kemberav :
-

'
*",' *•

> .

* ''

'
'

•t5.*

*' •-*>.; ^
„<* > - v > ^



-.*r

i »

1:

Thfe ^i^^^a&^st^ tiiih masthead, as; j^fytously referred; tfr*: ,.

.

V: x£f3$C$£i t&afc|^ ; */\, ,

:. xWtucl^i: 'jA&&i£e&$^ CoinaiiitieW for:

'S - /".
<

''

/; W0BB& ^$$m,; ^ ; :
, - ' ; % .

-x \ ^ ^ .,, /,
• ; /" * / -vlV~C: :

l&e JDatly WOTk^^/wltfi magftiead; as reflected &bpve> for
V i . ©iesday J;une 22* l&f* ^cmtialjbj^u^^a^ipi© iid&efr reelected $hafe
*'/." SON flSST* .decrgia bpr^org^^ #en£i^l^>

, ; wa? /oaj^'^hose jKes^fe^ ib: !MVE1^^0E 9̂ only • / -

,

^ne^V:wcp^?Member

>

: $B tfc£ Central\0«^afi|dt^d9i-' of/^th<a s -'cbantttoilst 3^yt^
; ^

; j
tfhe axtf&cie £lso .ataied.iSat;: Inat^fc ^reception iwas: h$3j& in i^^;

?
: *

;

/ hpra of B?ftl|p^ .;

v

-' <C*Mtu$st^ V, /*y>

y \reeSp$ioh.^ '/"'
r-"-'

!

-\
"""

;'* y \y *

'

"

:

"'V**\

'-bK&A IjM^gojt^Ii :&r# on 'filei &£*th&^ are |^6ga?:3y y < > ;

;
" '* \ ?

v ,'ddentifiod^V,-^ y y*yy /,. ./';*"''.-;*- y yv ^ *-'*' >"'*</'*• '
l>. '- ;

- :

*'

J -' :yy /;";•,;;/:

. i^Q* as ^ 4e^ :

' ^'\

, caiicpgdi; Gate; 6£/fehes#^^^ ;
; ^; ^ ;: > ^ / * >

»Rey,^ and: ifrof; -3gtfiwiS3f^iCaiiiuWeay^V

-*?^

.„.„ „ ScfeopI^ .Cj^iauMsl ^f^% f?§4^ ^ttpidn,

^_^^^^cStat0^#^^ 'Cpsip3Ms,t $sr*y*
?
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERI
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION
DATE 06~10™Z010

Office Memorandum

Director, FBI

wSAC, Atlanta
^ fa

DONALD LEE TSEST, tols

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Remylet August 6, 1948,

:^fc FROM:

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: November 15, l£4s

3f^g2-
ALLITrreimilONCONTAIllED

HEREIN IS^eSp^ST^EIi^XCEPT,
SOWN OTHERWISE,

Reference is made to SAC Letter #44, Series #97, and SAC
Letter #98, Series #97, concerning Top Functionaries,

During the past four months subject of instant case has been
residing on a farm in DxigLasville, Georgia, and is, at the
present time, attempting to operate the farm in an effort to
make a living. b2

b7D
and AT-1338 advised that TKBST has been lefb out of

conferences and* other matters concerning Communist Party
activities in District #31. Informants advise that TfiKST

has not been as active in Communist Party activities since
he lost his position as Professor at Oglethorpe I&iiversity,
in the Summer, 1948, and has not been actively engaged in
attending meetings of the Communist Party figures in the
Atlanta area.J^oJ

In view of the above, it is not felt that the subject should
be continued as a Top Functidnsiry, and it is requested that
the Bureau advise whether or not WEST can be deleted as a top
functionary.

JTS/ds
100-559

RECORDED- 19 f/^^J^l^

Sip & **

11 ,0V 18 1948
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TRTMIfi k

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH:

FrfVuTOlLiTIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
D&h/o6-10-£010

^
- „

/Cp&orm No. 1
t

f^rUXS CASE ORIGINATED AT '^J^X

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

file no. 100-559 ml

REPORT MADE AT

A2LAETA, GEORGIA

DATEWHEN
MADE

3-11-49

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE

16/32* 11/15/48
1/7,38/49

REPORT MADE'BY

J0S3PH 0". HOLMES

CHARACTER OFCASE

DOMLD 133 -WEST, Was. OTBRiTAL SECURITY -

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

lieoexcepj;'
EEREQ
B HERE SHOW OlHERWlsff

3*V^?,

Ext. Byjg£^
/flejbs

YdQMLD LSB^CSST^r-erJortedly in j&ntaet
with SAJ^IlLlAMSjEDfcEa BAE^FlSE,

' ^^SHrJ^S^L^AifflOOT, Snd to

harro "been veiy active in Peoples Pro-
gressive Party of Ga. until November,

1948.. WEST -reported to have 'submitted

resignation as Co-Ohairman of the

Progressive Party (State of Georgia),

on li-^6-48, but that committee members

tabled his written resignationTj In-

formants state he has not "been very

active in Communist Party matters since

November, i948* Subject presently
living on £arm at Et. 4, Souglasvi^,
Ga. •

* Xs

ESFSESBrOE:

DETAILS

Bureau Pile So* 100-1O355* ^
letter from Atlanta to Bureau,. 11-15-48. ,

Heport of SA PAUL IV TIEMSY, Atlanta, 10-27-

Confidential Informants T-l, T-3, and Q?~3, all

informants of known reliability, advised tha^f

during July, August and September, 1948, DCB^gST'/
sole activity had "been in connection with the

peoples Progressive Party of Georgia. N
*S>f

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

ffrO \ &J3U RECORDED - 67

/3\ „M COPIES D55STROYEf:

(6)- Bureau.

1 - OHI, Charleston
1 - OSI Y/e-rner.Robiris, Ga„

1 - IDA, Atlanta
2 - Atlanta

:jjkf/4l#f6

IP MAR 14 1949'

ftraprr' _.***& AtfekW
mm* cp
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AT - 100-559

VYJjri&ential Informant T-3 'advised that J3DBIGEL

-EGETAK, \SI^LibSRI^aJ^A^OED,/"botli close and constant contacts

oT^OMSILBAIE^Sa;SS.i
District Organizer, Communist Party, District

#31 ."Georgia, £nd BOMBS BAT3S' -CH&SS told him tha't WEST had riot been

cooperative during the past three months while he had heen residing

on 'his farm; and that it was their opinion that he had become' a

"prima donna" in reference to the Peoples Progressive Party" of

Georgia's work£]f£^-'

. Confidential Informants T-l, T-3, and T-4, who;

is a person. -of known reliability, advised, that DONALD IBS WEST was

very active in the Peoples Progressive Party of ^r^\^^.j*^
* and November of 1948, and that m^J2&^££££22£%2$M^ZM2^&&*

Southern OrgahJ&ex,^C.o.mmuni^^^ °*ffi
four occasion^ during the,J;hr.e.e^m.cxnJlh^.p^rlci4 nrjor to Octoper, i^,.

They informed -that -TOS"T
: has not'been very active in' Communist Party

matters, during the neribd October through December,-. 194?M^C^
Confidential Informant T-5, an informant of known

.reliability, advised that during, the 'week ending October 22-, 19.48* -
t

" - he was around the Peoples Progressive Party Headqiiar*e^'frequently,,,

and that on -one o ccasi on he- saw %~aid
:̂
±_Jimmj2>gW>m .leaving

\Q the Party Headquarters with ggjOsM'BST in TOST' s red^eep* JAM3S I*

^Am - BABFGOT was- the Progressive. Par*ty candTrdate for Governor of Georgia.

$-/{„ T.-5 informed that several d^s later 3APJF0QT told him- that he and- his-

SnJ wife" had spent several^nights on TOST «* farm, near Douglasville, Georgia*

^ He informed -that SAOTLLIMS, k Negro .Profes.sof in political Science^

at Atlanta UniversttyT^^losely associated with DONALD TOST,, and

that the Iwo frequently worked togetherr^ifeX^,

. Confidential Informant T-5 further advised -thgjfc he,

returned to his home'on October 20, .1948',. ,at- about 6:00 n.m* after
.

. having been absent all. day. At that time T-5's mother told him that

HOMER BATDS -CHASE, DOMED WEST,, and >NAT' BOSS came, to his house about

10:.30- that "morning .and stayed until about #:30 p ?
-m. T-5 advised on

November 8* 1948.,, that he, had attended a meeting of the Peoples

progressive Party at 85 Alexander Street.., Atlanta,- Georgia,- on

November .6, 1948, -and. that. ,&t thi£ meeting ;DONALB L3B VEST had subj

* mitted a written resignation as Co-Chairman. of-;the Progressive Party .

in the State of Georgia. He said tliat SAM WILLjLAM£7 Negro,, madej*

motion which was. carried to t#I-e the -resignation submitted by »1SST.^
;

- 2 ~
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.AI ^1*00-559

* As a matter of interest in this case, it Is

noted from a news i't em appearing In the "Atlanta Journal 11

,
October 13y

1948, that DOMID WEStf was not listed as an elector for the Peoples

-Progressive Party of Georgia, and that those who were 'listed as

•electors had signed "noh Communis

t

n affidavits as- requested under
^

recently enacted Georgia election laws* It is also noted that this

news item reflected that a list of electors which, had been submitted,

earlier hy the Progressive party contained the name of DONALD ^tfSStf*

jCTpQrifIdential Informant T~6?la person of known

. Reliability i advise^JtlSt he has noticed no unusual activities around

BOHALI) WES3! ! s farm in recent months* - He said that WEST is spending

most of his time alone,* .andt.has been busy for- the pa
v
st week or so

^

installing a well pump and a runhinjj^ater system in his house* He

also informed that Mrs. SHIBLBT.^WPS , who also reside* ou this faxm

with 'he* husband, Is apparently pending weekends p*ly on this farm*.

It will be uoted that -SHIHL3Y T. 3APPS. is resoriedly a teacher ^in

the Atlanta,
1 Georgia Public School'Syste^r* VSr6 farther informed^^^

that b0H&LD'WBS!B ! s correspondence h^s been unusually light in recent
^

weeks* -

^
'

^
, - Confidential Informant T~5 advised, on December 30,

1948, that NAT BOSS' and -DONiLD WESE ,hrJd visited at his home, on that, day,

"and had left at 'about 5:00 p*m* -to '-go to^ST'fc place near Douglasville,/

Georgia*. 1-5 further informed that KOSS had arrived in Atlanta on
_

Pecember SO, 1948,- ^nd -would .undoubtedly confer wi th JIOMSR B£p)S GEA.SS

Confidential Informant T-3 advised on December 13,

1948,, that HAJEffiYJ^for? contacted EOTICE $K>BE££ in an effort to locate ;

DOH^DD L32 WSS^Hq stated that TONT'AK advised -SOOT!? that VEST was

probably on his farm in Dduglasyirie, Georgia* ^is informant further

'advised^that SdOTT and TOHTAK arranged to m§et for lunch about 12:45 T).mr,

on December 13, 1948^^,^ •
, J

•
*

- [Confidential Informant T.-7, Jgho is & person oty /y

okywn reliability, £dvis|4 that .on December 13, l^fgj he ,observed IX^IOS

JJOMSAK meet HARDY EBsJferoipi on Pryor Street in froiiTof, the Chamber of

Cornice Building,, Atlanta, Georgia;. He informed thai H&3DY La*, &«Oi*

was a Communist Earty organizer in Georgia in. the early 194Q! s, and is-

now, according to a reliable source in/the Atlanta division, believed

to be' in Asheyiile, North .Carolina in 'some leather workers union.

*•* 3 ****
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£2 -' 100-^-559

Following is the Identification Record of subject, -

under 131 #8l4jk>5, as received from the E3I jingerpring Division!

COWEBIBOTOR OP
' -PtffGBBPHINTS

PD.Phila* Pa*

PD^DahViilejai

NAME &
NQ».

DON WEST
#139318;

ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED

3-15-34

^jr0^jL2M ^§8r.34
JMEAVER
13§39"" "

CHARGE 'DiaPO'SITION
- j

susp» char*

susp"» of larc.

of auto

ihv-i rel*

- P E N D I 3ST Or

- 4 -
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a -i*

AT - 100-559

X S'l D S

THE ATLANTA DIVISION
'

At Atlanta. Georgia
*

_

*

Will continue to follow the activities" Of BON W3ST through

informants at Douglasville, Georgia, and maintain contacts with

informants to determine DONALD "WEST* s movements and activities*

t 5--



AT -* 100-559

oomasmriAL imomums

\ <3o:

1 Oo.nfiden*ial |.nfounapt T-2

<*3

Confidential I^prmant 5-1

n^ v Confidential Info-paant T-r3

Confidential, Inf orman 't T~4

Corifidential Informant T-5

Confidential ,Iirf.prm$nt T-6
*

Confidential Informant T-7

- AS-,1338

^ AT-1340

Atlanta, Georgia, W16 uaa U4

numerpua occasions voluntarily

x
garnished reliable" infprjnation

concerning the Comimiriifct Party
activities in Atlanta, and the,

State of Georgia,

Dbiiglasville, Georgia,

Special Agent|

Atlanta, -Georgia,

~i' b7D

^
b7D

- 6 v



^^v^^over |":::j^p|s4i bureau of 3nbe£i«|||
;

^-j

S6-3* ,».w
|SnSfci^||tateg apartment «££ifca^; -*j

('] . 824 505
V, I The following is the record of FBI number

FormT-2

Jan 23 1949 363:. cd

^ • - Director.

00NTBIBTJT0R OF
PINQERPEINTS «

, Phila, Pa.

W s . Danville, Va

Don West
#139318

.
James Mlcm

*Wfeav©2?

#3&39^

51 FEB 18

NAME AND NUMBER

sMBS"
194? ^

ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED

3-15-34

7-28-3^

$1*

CHARGE
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individual- appea
Danville , Vas
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Americans age,
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5 in 193^
6 feet.
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19

A photograph of
in the file® of

This individual
file #100*20396
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description of this
>lrag on- print #3239* H>,.

Ca'rteeay
residence., SCennesaw^
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•build, Regular
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(1-10-49)

BoimNo.l
This case originated at

fedefH bureau op inve^Igation J *

100-559

-/ o
DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:

ATL&8TiFBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE AT^
DATE 06-10-2010

FILE NO.
fwp

REPORT MADS AT

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

DATEWHEN
MADE

11-21-49 "

REPORT MADE BY

JOSEPH C. HOLMES

TITLE

s>
DONALD LEE WEST, wag*

CHARACTER Or CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

-^ f̂Noreis OP facts:
//\ £ <> DONALD L^fosT is apparently leading

^^^^^^^t^l^T^ his £arm near Douglasville*

Ga.j reportedly spendjs mostyof his time

farming and writing * JjjJESO^has had no known

contacts with HOMER MTES^EASB, Communist

Party District Organizer Tor Ga,, during t

past year^ but his writings purportedly

OQUHW CONTAINED
" ^ollov/ the Communist line.

HEREINj23»Wfi^J^^CHCT . %>***
SHOWN OIHERWJSE^

*
&>

REFERENCE: Bureau File 100-20396.

Report of SA JOSEPH C, HOLMES, 3-11-49, Atlanta,

DETAILS; AT DOUGLAgVILLE, GEORGIA;

$es

Clasi

Reast

Bfate

nficlgntial Informant T-l^>f known reliability,
radvi5g^J that he sees DOML37T7EST frequently on the

latter f s farm, located about ten miles south of

Douglasville, Georgia, in Douglas County, and that

VfflST
J appears to be leading an industrious but quiet

life. He stated that he has never been successful

in engaging WEST in any type of political discussion,

but has observed that ?JEST is usually busy in an

effort to improve the buildings on his farm and getting

the place cultivated. He said that WEST apparently

spends quite a bit of time in writing. He also

C!0A /^AW Id<\!^
informed that WEST f S wife and daughters are living

*,1^5 7 % K 'ffiJHPMk* in Fernandina, Florida, where he understands Mrs.

^YTEST has a teaching position.
>f Review
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AT., 100-559

Mr. J. SPENCE DAVIDSON, Route 4, Douglasvi lie. Georgia,
who operates a country store in the community where DQlPrJEST lives,
advised that T7EST appears to be living a quiet life on his farm and
from all reports spends quite a bit of his time in writing*

Mr. DAVIDSON informed that DON 7JEST, after moving to his
present home, attended the Mount Zion Baptist Church, which is in that
community, on a number of occasions, and on one occasion led prayer
and took part in the meeting. However, after the local members of
the church learncd^that DON 7/SST is supposed to be a Communist the
members cooled off toward YJEST and 1TEST stopped attending church.

Mr. DAVIDSON further informed that CH&iaiHHfiLL,- Sr./
a retired Federal Penitentiary guard and' a neighbor of DON 7JEST,

is YflSST ! S closest^f-rrend in the community and has associated with
Tu-m^ruite a bit-. He also informed that

| \ 3 lives
with his father -and is employed as a mail carrier in^tht? City of
Atlanta, Georgia, and commutes to work. He informed that CHARLIE
HALL, Sr. is presently in very poor health and is confined to an
Atlanta hospital*

Mr. JERCMEJg, (CURLBY^qLSON, Douglasville, Georgia,
advised that he has relatives living in the community where DON
vTEST resides and has spent quite a bit of time in the community
hunting and fishing. He informed that as far as he knows DON
YJEST has never made any effort to preach Communism to any of his
neighbors. He stated that he has heard that DON T£EJST is pl.anning
to leave his farm and go to work for a New York City publishing
company.

•

It has been ascertained that DON 1SEST frequently received
a number of copies of "The Southern Parmer", a magazine published at
Montgomery, Mabama.

[|-iJ«Srformed that he has noted several articles which
were written iy DON TJESJ published in "The Southern Farmer"*

In connection with WEST'S reported contributions to
"The Southern Farmer" magazine, a letter appeared in the "letters
to the editor section" of the Atlanta Constitution on September 19,
1949; this letter is. signed MK. S., Atlanta", and is quoted as
follows:

b6
b7C
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AT*, 100-559

"What Line?

"I have just read in this*jnonth T s issue of Southern
Parmer an article by p. iyTjDSST praising a certain
Georgia minister for being what Mr, "HEST calls a
"practical Christian" • It seems, according to this
article, he earns this praise for attacking our
foreign policy toward Russia; believing peace can
be ours if we want it (meaning we, and not Russia,
are to blame for the threat of war in the world);
for "practicing Christian democracy" by fearlessly
taking ITegroes into his church and in his home; for
attacking the KKK, Columbians and other "Fascist"
organizations (the Communist Party not being
mentioned), IS% TffiST goes on to say this preacher
has had the "honor" of being denounced as a Communist,
thus indicating this was a sign of his being right.

"I ask you, is this pure Communist-line propaganda?
You answer it»

"To be sure one should have the right to criticize
his country. But for a minister of the Gospel to
turn aside from the faith and join hands with the
Communists, who are to the core haters of God and
all that is good, only proves that we are in the
time spoken of it IT -The s. 2:3, the "falling away"
among the believers".

~ )~nfidential Iriforaant T~5 >
who ir* the past has furnished

reliable information concerning Communist party activities in Georgia
advised that in July, 1949] JAKES I^M^OOT, who was very active

'

in the Peoples Progressive Party of Gec/rgia, and was formerly a known
close associate of DONALD LEE HEST, advised him that "DOIT yjEST is
provoking CHASE and the entire group of the Peoples Progressive Party"*

CEASE referred to above is HOMER BATES CHASE, Communist
Party District Organizer for Georgia,

Confidential Informant T-4, who in the past has voluntarily
furnished reliable information concerning Communist Party activitiesm Georgia, advised thrt JAMES LAMAR BARFOOT visited his home in theJ^C

- 3
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AT.;, 100-559

early part of May, 1949, and to M%M^6fetffNi^g5|lOSS , Southern ,Organizer
for the Communist Party*, had7~ on his -last visi't to Atlanta, tried to
get DON '.JEST and H0*."ER *3ATES CHASE together- T-4 also quoted BARF00T
as stating that he, 3ARF00I, and DOM T/EST were trying to get rid of
the Communist influence in the Progressive Party£

AConfideqtial Informants T*4, T-5, T-6., and T-7, of known
reliability, advisedl that DONALD LEE T7EST has not beea active in
Communist Party activities during the three month period ending
September 30, 1949, ^

Er|^4J T-5, and T-7 advisedjthat DON T/EST has not been active
in Georgia affairs of the Communist Party for the three month period
ending June 50, 1949

Confidential Informants T-7 and T-8, of known reliability,
advised that to their^kncwledge DON T/EST was not in contact with HOMER
BATES CHASE or EUDICl^ONTAK, a close associate of CHASE, fpr the three
month period ending larch 31, 1949^gV-

EVMS&yJLDER, formerly of Cartersville, Georgia, and who
now resides in Atlanta, was, according to his own admission, recruited
into the Communist Party by HOMER BATES CHASE, advised in the spring of
1949 that DONALD LEE 1VEST was not actively connected with the Communist
Party in Georgia,

4

. LIT5 advised that an informagffihacl told him DONALD WEST
had stated that he, WEST, had been dropped from the Communist Party
because he wfcs "too rugged an individual is tu .

-PENDING-

- 4
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LEADS

THE MIMI DIVISION

At Pernandina, Florida, xvill attempt to determine if subject* s

wife is teaching school in Fernandina.

THE MOBILE DIVISION

At Montgomery, Alabama , will review the 1949 issues of the
Southern Farmer magazine, particularly the September, 1949, issue/
and ascertain what articles therein have been written by DONALD L~E VfflST*

Will brief the contents of any articles written by WEST.,

THE ATLfiNTA DIVISION

At Atlanta, Georgia , will continue to follow WES^S Communist
activities, if any, through Atlanta informants.

Will interview)
|, who is an Atlanta, Georgia,

mail carrier, concerning activities of :?BST In the Douglas County
'

^community where both
|

"|and YJEST reside*
| |

nay be contacted through
his post office sub-station, telephone Dearborn 478.7 > It is desired
that he be intervi ewe

d

of DONALD Jiia'JJ.*

At Douglasville, Georgia , will, through informants-, continue
to follow DONALD LEE ".JEST'S activities.

5 -
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

Mr. J. SPEIJCS DAVIDSON, Route 4, Doug lasvi lie, Georgia.,
advised that it was rumored in Douglasvillo that CHARLIE FALL, Sr.,
a neighbor of subject WEST, is "one of DONALD WEST r S converts",

Mr. DAVIDSON further infornsd that he has heard rumors
in the community that DONALD wEST is attempting to r^nt his farm
and is desirous of moving to Now York City.

In connection with the lead set out for the Miami Division
at Fernandina, Florida, subjects wife's name is MBES^DATi^ffinBST

:

originally from Mid die shorn. TTfltrhnnW nnri TSr.fi >n children]
age ten*

b6
b7C
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AT., 100-5.59

T-l:

T-3:

T-4:

D'ouglasville, Georgia, who has. requested his identity-
be protected.

..Atlanta, Georgia, who has requested his identity be
protected.

b7D

former Communist Party member,
who has requested his identity be protected,.

T-5: AT-1342,

T-6:

T-7? AT-1338,

T-8: AT-1340.

Imb2
b7D

- 7
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1

THIS,.<^ASE ORIGINATED AT

S\?jJiMh inrwwffi
REPORT WADE AT

MIAMI, FLORIDA

DATE WHEN
MADS

1^1-50

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE

1-20,23-50

>
. o
DONALD LEE WEST, was,

REPORT MADE BY

unHitAuiejiup uise-

€2ik

INTERNAL SECURITY - C *3£ fcfe

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
WJ

ADMINISTRATIVE

Confidential Informant T-l advised that a Mrs,
MABEL CONSTANCE IrffiST is presently engaged in
teaching school at Fernandina, Florida.

- RUC -

b6
b7C I— C3

o—

REFERENCE:

DETAILS:

Bureau file 100-2Q396. <£ Z3Z t
Report of Special Ag'ent JOSEPH C. KOBaES, dated December 12,

1949, at Atlanta, Georgia.

AT FERNANDINA. FLORIDA

H. GOLDSTEIN, Postmaster, advised that he did not know of a

Mrs. snlEST residing in Fernandina, Florida with two daughters.

3

, employee of theyFlorida Public Utilities
Company, checked her records for a Mrs.-MABE]^DAi$S^ffiST -Kith negative results

b6
b7C

On January 23, 1950, Confidential Informant T-l advised that a

Mrs. MABEL CONSTANCIES,? was presently teaching at the Fernandina High School.
A review of Mrs. VffiST^s file reflects that she began teaching" in the second grade

on August 15, 1949, and that her contract extends to June 14, 1950. She has

Florida Post Graduate Certificate PG-&Q3'57> The following schools were listed*

where Mrs. v?EST has received education: . "V?

/ A ;
. /

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

SPECIAL. AGENT
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

oopyiNFEj^ £63f^W Recorded : s?

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

•Bureau

2-Atlanta (IOO-559)
2-Miami

COPIES DESTROYED..

I
WDB5P--53

FEB"2"195d

jjkteim
\ A M EX.-6S

PROPERTY OF FBI - This confidential report and its contentVare loaned to you by
the FBI and are not to Ee distributed outside of agency to which loaned.
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iff 100-O381

Institution

Lincoln Memorial Academy
Lincoln Memorial University
YJI.CtJU Graduate School
Berea College ~ Summer Session
University of Kentucky - *3unfcier Session
Brenan College - Summer Session
Oglethprpe University - Summer Session
University of Georgia (Master 1 s Degree)

Year

1927
1927-1930
1928 .

1929
1931
1942
1944
1947

The following physical description of Mrs, WEST was noted in her file*

Date of Birth
Place, of Birth
Sex-

Bace
Height
Weight

= Complexion
Marital status
Residence

January 1, 1911
Cbrbia* Kentucky
Female
White
5* 4U

128 pounds
Fair
Married (Husband *s name not noted)

North Beach, Fernandina^ Florida

b6
b7C

Confidential Informant further advised that* he did not knot/ the name

of Mrs. WEST'S husband but believe^ that, he resided ifl georgia^ .However. Mrs*

3T has -two daughters residing with. her| |
Mjrsi

icJ^Land her twp daughters, live- at *the Decker Apartments located on Fletcher* ..

Avenue on the North Beach* This location is approximately a half-mile north of

Atlantic Avenue on Fletcher Avenues v .

In applying for her present position, Mrs.. VEST furnished the follows

ing two persons as references

t

-
:

jEfeahodaJHal^, University of Georgia, Athens* Ga,

Ben Hill, Ga* -

It was. further noted that Mrs* WEST furnished the following places

where she has taught school: ^
. % .

.-'*•

Institution "

Hindraan Settlement School
(location npt nated)

£ula Sehool
(Location not noted)

Catoosa,. Georgia (Supervisor)

Brool&aven, Georgia

Year

1930-1931

1%2~1945

1945-1946

1946-1943

b6
b7C
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mi 100-3331 *

;

Confidential Informant T-l further "a^v^sed -that Mrs* TfifEST has indicated

to him that -she would like -to see her husband obtain a -teaching.position at

Fernandina, Florida* However, it is not the tpxsQ&tice of 'the .Fernandiria School

system to employ husband and wife .as teachers so the possibility of her husband

obtaining a teaching position is remote- M time of mentioning this possibility

to T«-!j Mrs* WEST .advised that her husband was .obtaining a Master1 s Degree some-*

where in Georgia^

REFEHHED UPON CCWPIBTION TO THE OFFICE OF 'OHlGIN

~ 3 -
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INFOBMftMT PAGE b7D

T~l is

Fernandina, Florida.
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