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^ Tper oga letter

&^Mated 10/18/10

P§gil$MENT

1

TO

'yf7 FROM

HEEEIIJ IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT
WHEFE SHOWN OTHERWISE
DIRECTOR, FBI date: December 19:, 1921

I

EXEMPTED FROM AUTOMATIC

/^ OTCfc|^5|lCATI0M

•f^S^HS^mk^^m^^^^^1^^ FROM:
*1 *^* * • ^^WUffli&WHte DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE

SAC., SAN ANTONIO (10O.-2&2)

subject: CMTRM,.^1ARCH_DESK $ 3S<m

* * "" There is being enclosed herewith one copy of an 82-page book entitled,
„-.' «The%>ad is Rocky* by POEMEST. ,Q

<-7" . .
, fl.*

3 J! *>
| | obtained this, copy of the. book from HARRY KOGER and his wife, <6aA.CE.

h|
/*' KOGER, 110 West Cypress Street, Sail Antonio,. Texas. It is noted that information

furnished this office by Bureau letter dated September 29, I9g0y reflected that h2
be
b7C
b7D

It is further noted that FRED$g3TjSS, Secretar^qTTthe Texas
flonuaunibstlliarty District # 23 from H.ouston> 'Texas'," "stayed Over-night at the hpme

"of Mr. and Mrs. .KDGBR on the evening of October 20, 1951, as observed, by

SAs JACK B, JEDM and I |
ESTES was identified as State

ecretary bj ^V
DON WEST, the author of this book tfao. presently resided ne&r Atlanta, Georgia^ b6
nd is subject of a Security Matter case of ^lich the Atlanta office is origin* b7c

v;as kngwn to be a Communist Party mfiTnher in 19/tl to 19L9* afcCQiPSffing to
^formation furnished by

Atlanta, Georgia* who furnished information in a signed statement
'

dated August U&, 1950, as indicated in the report of SA JOSEPH C. HOB©, dated

November- 3, 195Q at Atlanta, in the case entitled "DONAtD irf^Tj^SECURITY

TTEK *

ccording, tq
ook wf^printed by
Texas*

__ _ ;p.G|R has stated that 5,000 copies of the enclosed

e(Jarle|oh, Printing Company* 111 Norfcb Street, San. Antonio,

b2
b7D

advised that at a meeting held on the evening of November &,

1951 at the ROGER'S residence, all persons present assisted in mailing a leaflet

to numerous people, soliciting orders fbr the above book* The leaflet

reflected that order should be mailed to "GRACE KOGER, Secretary of fThe Road

Is Rocky* Publishing Committee, 110 West Cypress Street,, San Antonio,. Texas-" t /_
These informants related that a mailing list used by the KQQBRS. feciudefi 6ne

/
headed "N #G," which, according to informants, was beliey^^o sfet out the names/

and addresses of ail subscribers, in the Sari, Antonio area to "the^ pu^gaUion
National Guardian which* according to the informants,, is th^j^flfeiai publication

SF^e^rogrossive Pai$y, KOGER also .a<dvise£ tha$ a nailing
teachers in the United States had been furnished them by DON W

v.Im'F^ QolJlE6 DESiTvOYED.

list* of about 2*000 I

Vh\: SA-100-79S.6

cc: SA-aOO'
"" "^
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Director, BBl
12/19/51

This book in content is a bit^^^S&fl «*• +», ^-v

sri^isrt^Ha^ af-?**^> *• ****** 1951,"
participation in the Kde^tr ItlVT^ ? f*

1^^ ** the United Itates'
to some extent at least aS over the toJ^J?? that thiabo<* wttL be distributed
to the Ees^arch Dfesk beeausVol this-

^^ ***^ b? <* son* interest

SECRET
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ISS3FICATI0U AUTHORITY D'ERIVED fROHw_
ItOHATIC DECLASSIFJpATIOJf GUIDi fHTS
"6-lz 8-2010 '. / TF*'7

SAG-, Atlanta (100-559)

Director,, FBI (100^20396)
""

8L - 80
J30U LfiE WEST
jSEOtJRift llOTER ,. C

June 5, 1952

" Eeuriet May 15, 1952.

The Bureau, is unable to check its indices
on the name- "Neilson" without further identifying
data. There is no. record in the Bureau files con<-
cerning the Elsinore School in Denmark.
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Director, FBI (100^20396)

SAC, Atlanta (100^59)

DON IEE TflEST >

SECURITY MATTER- - C

•. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

date: May l£, 19*2

a PSI^WEST is a S. I, Subject in this Division,
advised Special Agents ALDEN F. MILLER and"

on £-11-52 that 1JEST has offered to arrange for Some young men

to attend the Elsinore School in Denmark, through a friend

in New York Gity identified as "NEILS0N",

bo
b7C
b7D

3ST indicated to that "NEIESON" was a close friend

of his and wg.s apparently arranging to send a large group

of American students "to Elsinore in the fall,
,
"WEST himself

is believed""^ haw attended this school,.

The Bureau and New York are reqiie'st^d^to check their indices

in order to identif^fNEIISONiJ; and to furnish any security

data, concerning theHEIsJfiore"School in Denmark,

be
b7C
b7D

CDM/3Jd
CC: New York (100-^22129)
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HERETO
OATE-^

SSIFIED
-12

INDEXED • 8

'—T /
V^ g^d 3%

( Vv
- "

i. ± I



'.f

. JJU . U :
..g"qffWP^pjpp|

«d-i92

INVENTSEirOF TR0PERTy ACQUIRED AS* EVIDENCE, •

Title and Character of Case

A1;3£tftfc'

Field Di-vAffi-ojn

(Date.)

i^P

wzmmr

b6
b7C

Field Bivisipn File- .Number

Bureau Pile -Number

-ico-ggg

Description .of Property Being Held
.00-20356

*s£&xb»0* sfcofcoofcafc copy of Cite 0x1 SJftBS2| £* apiTO *3E93?

D&te- Property /Acquired and Authority for Acquisition
,

&4.M3J 7~$M8| 8-?**$* g<4£Mfc £-aM&,

Source from Which Property Acquired

<MmJT *"*»» 'flMM

Batons** S&*

=S
:

ui?i,.

Reason for Retention- of Property and Efforts Which Have Been Hade- to

Dispose of It
"

8QtW&te$F
.^KB 28 1952

Qjr
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MveQttir, FBI f100*3039$)

MWAW LSSrffBSPp m&
Security Matter -

Jun$ 25, 1958

Th;& Bureau de& ires that yoU bring thi$ cage tb
q Ipgieal conoluBipn without del&y*
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NOTE: ON TALLOW ONLY:

Subject is on SJ. Has-* p&p&rti from
8-21-51 at lilanta*

£f ice of origin
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tRNMENT"

AUG 2 7 1952ro : Director, FBI (100-20396) date:

?ronl/:, SAC, New York (100-22129)
*"*'*.

fefcT: DONALD LEtsKffiST, was
SM - C .

Re Atlanta letter to Bureau dated 5/l£/5>2 and Atlanta
letter to NY dated 7/19/52,

The requested photostatic^ copies of the "Daily .Work 91*

"

are being forwarded to the Atlanta Office as enclosures
to this letter.

It will be noted, however, that the issue of ll/l/3i|- contained
only six pages and therefore does hot contain p,ag,e 37.

The indicies of the NYO failed to reflect information con^
c^rnirig the "Elsinore School in Denmark^

"

The- indicies of the NY© reflected voluminous references
to the name "NEILSON" and without more specific . information
identification of NEILSON as subject WEST T .S friend will he
impossible. Unless advised to the contrary, no further investi-
gation will be conducted in this matter-. RUG

*

1-Atlanta (100-559) (Encs. 7)
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.^DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED tt£H
4BJMfc^UT0HATIC DECLASSIFICATION GIGED!

\^ftA? 06-Z8-Z01Ck*
^

INVENTORY' OF PROPERTY ACQUIRED- AS EVIDENCE
-if

Title and Character of Case

Atlanta

:

August 1» 1??2
:

Field Division

(Date)

PCWAliD.iHSBTESIs m.

INTERNAL SECURITY.- C M
A

Field Division File, Numtter

Bureau File Number

; M-inivgffi

Description of Property Being Held ,+ geg Cached *fa@efc.

G. L 8. -8

IQB CONIArNED^^ SB
sSKgsnoHB '

D.ate. Property Acquired and Authority, fox Acquisition ^ SeQ .attaahQd sheg&..

/

I II I Source from Which Property Acquired..
gee attached me&u

Location of Property^
Gh£0^ oieric»s Office* Bulky Exhibits.

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Which Have Been Made to

Dispose of It
^ po9sibJe ^e as evidence.

/^Bureau
~L-Atiaiiba File 100-^9 •*

1-Atlanta. Bulky Exhibit File
.

Jn J?b

vj* -a
,-ifjf-^

copied m ...->
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AT 100-^9

Bulky Exhibit No, Description

100-£59-lBl2

100-^9-iBl6(l)

I100-S£9~1B16(2)

100-$5°-lBl6(3)

100-^9-lBl6(£)

100^5°-1B16(6)

10Q-&9-lBl6(7)

100-££9-lBl6(8)

10Q~#9-1B16(9)

100-#9~1B16(10)

\l00^59-lBl6(ll)

100-£?9-lBl6(12)

Oife partial roll of 16 mnu

fUrn .pertaining to captioned
sut

Date Property
Acquired

Bail tracer

7/26/U8

^/17A7

Letter dated 9/12/1*1 to "Dear 8/12/1*8

Friend Don1 * and signed "Harold" <

Signed statement of JOEL 1/8/1*2

J&cerpts from speech of, DONALD 11/21/U8
1EST> Superintendent, Lula High
School

Lula High School "The Scrapper", H/12A8
oont&ihxng photo- of DONALD L f

?7i33T >

Specimen of handwiting of 11/12/1*8

DONALD L# WEST on photostat of

application for drivers license

Eleven photos of DONALD WEST 7/13AU

Campaign Literature 7/li*AU

Article of subject *s from j/ll\/hk

Headers; Scope l&gazine

Folder> "Georgians Crisis" 2/2Q/Itf

Mimeographed letter on letter-
head of instant Committee }

advertisement for book, "Clods

of Southern Earth" by DON WEST

Communist Party membership card 2/2UA7
of JIM1EBB (alias of DON WS£)

Photostatic copy of pamphlet
"The Voice of the Fighting
Souths and staten-ent of pur-
pose and objectives Committee

to aid the fighting South

copies Destroys f//4^

8/19/U7

Source From
Biich Obtained^

surveillance

investigation

investigation /Vl

investigation

investigation

investigation

investigation

investigation

Sheriff W* A*
GROW* Gainesville*
Georgia

unkncwn

0. L, BARTON

Reliabieji £onfi~ (

dential ]

New York} Office.Lee V?



~—*5?"

"f

AT lQ0-$$9 \
/

Bulky Exhibit,No; Description Date Property
Acquired

Photo of SIME BALEN

Photos, of IRVING GOFF and
subject taken 6/10A8 by b6
SA b7C

Photos of WEST, PRICE and ,.

STAFFORD taken 3/26/U8

Photostatic copy of "Daily
Worker" for June 22, 19h7

Photo of DONALD WEST from
19l$ Oglethorpe University
yearbook

ll/13/itf

7/29/1*8

T/29M

9/18A8

9/wm

100-5$9-lBl6(b)

100-^9-lBl6(;ih)

100-$$9-lBl6(l5)

100-#?-lBl6(l6)

100-££9-lBl6(17)

IOO-5£9-lBl6(18)

100-5$9-lfci6'(l?)

100t559-ibi?

100-&9-1B18

1OO-509-1B19

lOO-509-lB2O(l)

f
100-#9-lB20(2) Issues of "The Country Parson" 6/2h/lH

he
b7C

Photostats of Teachers Records 5/30/1$
£ot. JI&BjgL CONSTANCE WEST at
JfeKalb' Go. Board of Education

Photostats of drivers license 5/13/1$
applications for DON "WEST and
mBELADAllg WEST and photos of

'signatures.
be
b7C

Photostatic copy of complete
file On J5ABEL C. ADAMS WEST
at Teachers Certificate Sec-
tion, Qa. Dept.. of Education

5/12/1*8

,; be
Writings and literature of DON 193U* b 7c
"WEST

One copy of book entitled "The. l/lU/52
Road' is Rocky" by DON. WEST

Book entitled "Toil and Hunger^S/2!j/lil

poems by DON WEST

Source From
Which Obtained

Washington. Field

FBI Laboratory

FBI Laboratory

New York Office

SA

DeKalb Co,- PD

Drivers License
Div., Ga. Dept*
of Public Safety

Ga. State Board
of Education

Assist. Sol*

I

I. TTA n
v 'y HARRY and GRACE

^

(K) ROGERj HO W. (j^K
Cypress .St*., Sanj

]
Jtobonio, Texas

1

HOYf Vi BROWN,
Cmr. Post 9* Am.
Leg., Brunswick^, Gi£.,

HOXT W* BROWN
"



-.'•V

\

AT 10b-£59

Bulky Exhibit No'* Description

100-5#-lB20(3)

100-559-lB21(l)

100-5£9-lB21(2)
'

10O-5£9-lB21(3)

100-££9-lB21(U)

100-#9-lB21(5)

Date Property
Acquired

1 issue ''The Southern News 6/2liAl
Almanac"

Book of poems entitled, 2/l7/ij2

"Crab Grass", by DONAED L.

tejsr
"

Pamphlet entitled v& 2/l7/it2
Christian. Fellowship
Message", -by Rev. DONALD li.

msn

•Copy of pamphlet entitled "The 2/17/U2
Span?!, April and May, 19i|l issues

Booklet entitled "Songs for 2/l7/lt2
Southern Workers", prepared by
DON lEST

Jferch, April and May, 19ltl 2/17A2
issues of "The Country Parson"

Source From
Which Obtained

HOXT ¥. BROW

Various informants
i5io. - 2/17A2

Various informants
19i|l - 2/17/U2

Various informants

Various informants
191*1 rr 2/17A2

Various informants
19iil - 2/17A2

('



STANDARD FORM NO. 64

ce M • UlSTItED. ^,'J GOVERNMENT

IRECTOR, FBI (100-20396)

SAC,. ATMKTA (I00-££9)

DATE: SEPTEMBER llj 1952 '

\|

iskia.DONALD XEE"1EST
SECTffilTY-MATTER - C

The Atlanta Journal on August 13, 19£2 carried an Associated Press
. story date-lined at "Washington concerning the testimony ofJ^RVETM.

^^^^TUSO^AJDayton, Ohio, Agent for the Ohio Commission on UnAmeriean
activity before the House Cqmmitte on UnAmerican Activities,

/£*«**** uHYc/ukiii-fjs yys^/px*'
According, to this news story, mTUSOW on March $, 19$2 had testified
that, DONALD LEE TUST had participated in a Coinmunist Party scheme to
infiltrate the Boy .Scouts of America. He identified TEST as %
Baptist Preacher and Communist Organizer who once lived in Bethel,
Ohio. He claimed to have met TIEST at a Communist Party meeting in
19f?I* This is believed to be a typographical error since. WEST lived
in Ohio in tbe early 1930s In 19£l he was living, on a farm near
Douglasville, Georgia, his present residence..

The Washington Field Office is requested to obtain and foWard to
Atlanta a copy of MTUSOlT's testomony concerning 1BST.

Cincinnati, at Dayton, Ohio, is requested to interview J&LTUS0TT
concerning his knowledge of 1&EST:. The Atlanta file contains no
information concerning; UEST 's associtidn with the Boy Scouts amd
very little is known of his activities in Ohio in the early 1930s*

^For the Bureaus information, TSSST was interviewed -by CaiESTIN
SIBLEY,, reporter for the Atlanta Journal. Her story in the August llt>

1952 issue, reflects that T?EST denied the above allegations. He is
quoted as saying,, "Twenty years ago, I wrote a poem that appeared in
the Daily Worker. I was a Communist then." He" denied that he vfas now

r a Communist Party, member. *""
"

"-
- -' ' :: "

~

""

r-ESP is carried as a Security Index Subject in: this Division-*

CDM:bd

1

c.c.: Cincinnati
Tfashingtdn Field

^CORDED . lis

INDEXED-118 If '"%:.,



STANDARD FORMNO. 64

• UNITED STAV

DIRECTOR, FBI ,(fQO-2P396)

SAG', WFff (i60-i$793,)

DONALD LEE WEST
SECURITY MATTER * G

ERNMENT

eptember 19, 1952

Re Atlanta. letter dated September 11, 1952,

The testimony of HARVEY WMATUSOW, Dayton,, Ohio, given
oil March 5, 19.52, is in "Hearings Before The Subcommittee Tp- Investigate
The Administration Of' The Internal Security Act And Other Internal
Security Laws- Of the Committee. On The judiciary, United States Senate*"
A copy of the testimony is being forwarded to Atlanta.

The House Committee 'on Un-American Activities files did not
contain the above information.

information was received from the 'Committee On The Judiciary,
United States Senate, that the- address., as of September 17, 1952, for
HARVEY M. MATUSOW is 141 test. 10th Street., New York City, telephone
Algonquin 5-93 #5. This information is for Cincinnati in the event .

MATUSOW has hot been contacted.

HHK:,jas

2 - Atlanta (100-559) Encl,(l)
2. - Cincinnati

IK IfetowniW*

/
13

- fflffipHX

m

S>

r& TZ9

b7C
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jtf* STANDABP-EDRMJ40. 64

OJke Memorandum,

TO

$4f*W&,OM 1

SUBJECT

:

f

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-20396)

SAC, CINCINNATI (10CH2320)

<^
DONALD LEE ,WEST

SECURITI MATTER - C

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

date: September 25, 1952

For the information of the New York Office* the Atlanta Office

is the^jfjis&Bofi
origin with regard to the subj ect, jmd fte is carried

aTanSpsliBcriCnmT^ addressed to

the Bureau, the Atlanta Office advised that the "Atlanta Journal" on

8/13/52, had .carried an Associated Press story concerning the testimony

of HAHBEXLM^LTSOW. who' was indicated to be in the article an agent for

the Ohio ConraiaaionW Un-American Activities, The article, however,

concerned MATS0W*S testimony before the House Committee on Un-American

Activities- in Washington, D. C.
, , , , \U«J ,

/? Abator g#**A''*&4'j!iZ.. yy6ltfS
^ This news story reported that MATSCW, on 3/5/52, had testified .that the

subject had participated in a Communist Party scheme to infiltrate the Boy

Scouts of America, It reported further that MATSOW had identified the subject

as a Baptist preacher and Coianunist organizer who once lived ±a Bethel* Ohio.

The story further reported that MATSOW claimed to have met 'WEST at a Communist

Party meeting in 1951* Th« Atlanta Office pointed out that the date of

1951 is believed to be a typographical error, since WEST lived in Ohio in
•Z£ the early l930«s and as of 1951 was living on a farm near Douglasville,

oj^ Georgia, his present address. The Atlanta Office requested that this
' office interview MATSOW concerning his knowledge of WEST, as the Atlanta

Office has no information concerning WEST'S association with the Boy

Scouts of America, and also, very little is known of his activities in
Ohio in the early 1930* s. An article in the "Atlanta Journal" of d/14/52,

^-reflects that WEST denied MATS0W*S allegations, but stated that he had been

*j a Communitt twenty years ago when he wrote a poem that appeared in the

UJ "Daily Worker."

•$£ The Washington Field Office in a letter dated 9/l?/$2, addressed

to the Bureau in instant matter, advised that information had been

received from the Judiciary Committee of the United States Senate that

as of 9/17/52, HAKVET M. MATSOW'S address was 141 W,[ 10th Street, New

York City, teiephon Algonquin 5-9S35,

(§*A~*

.RditJAM

TESGESTERED MAIL

' CC: 1 Atlanta (100-559)
2 New York
1 66-2397

5^1
m-

32 OCT 8 CUFIS3 D23TS0YED.:jjjj$l£ft



'%»

Letter to the 'director, feted 9/25/52.

With respect to .M&TSC^, reference is made to my letter of 6/3/52
to tfe Bureau, cc to New York, concerning MATSOff , which advised that
he had left Dayton, Ohio, on 5/15/52, with the intention of takiag up
perjaanent residence, in.New York City. There has been ho indication
received by this office that MA.TSOW has returned to this territory and
it is presumed that he is still residing in New York City,. The New York
Office is therefore requested to interview him concerning the subject,
as desired by Atlanta.

It is also noted that MaTSOW has had no connection with the Ohio
Un*^erican Activities Commission since a short time prior to his
departure from, Dayton, Ohio, HUC.

-2-

L ^t



UNITED 'STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:
k

Director, FBJ (100-20396)

SAC a Atlanta (100-^9)

DOKAID WISEST
SECmiTI J&TTER - G

SHMK INFORMATION

\i-

Reference is made to Washington Field letter of September 19,
1952 which enclosed a copy of a report on. hearings held by
the Committee on the Judiciary US Senate., 82nd Congress
captioned "Communist Tactics in Controlling Youth Organizations.

»

Beginnins/on page 199 of this report is the testimony of HARVEY
IIATUSai/oefore this Committee on March 5« 1952., On page 217

"

of the' report IiiTDSOT stated "Yes our line was changed drastically

.

I might cite the example of DQ$TasS£ , who is at. present one of
the Communist Organizers in the State of Georgia^ the same DOH
17EST whose book of poetry was published, 'Klods of Southern Earth

'

in 19l;0. I&v TffiST was Bethel,, Ohio, and a clergyman in the
Baptist Churchy _3Lam taking this„.fr,om gjg^testiraony of JQHH and^

lift ri
KAB3CBA. WSTO&L and they stated that &TtjS
under his jurisdiction, and a hoy scout troop was organized in
each ,of the churches, and his plan was to indoctrinate* I met
him at a meeting of the 'Communist Party in 1951J 1

llifUSaT now resides at II4I TTest 10th Street, Hew York City,
telephone Algonquin 5-9385*

The Hew, York Office is requested to interview METUS0J and forward
details concerning his knov/iedge of the Communist Party activities
of DOS TJEST^ Facts should be developed concerning the- Communist

\

Party meeting in 1951 which L&TUS0I? in the above testimony indicates
that TEST attended. For the information of the Hew York Division-,
TEST has resided on a farm in Douglas County,, Georgia since 1951.
There is no indication in the Atlanta files that he has been
active in the Communist Party since 1950.

17EST was interviewed by the Atlanta Journal as a result of an A?
Story based on the above testimony by IIATUSOT* The Atlanta Journal
for August lU, 1?52, .reflects that 17EST denied the allegations,
of MATUSOJ* He was quoted as saying twenty -years "ago, I wrote a
poem that appeared in the Daily ITorker^ I was a Communist then.
He denied that he wag now a Communist Party member^

Tashington FielcT'is requested to, identify .jggN.and IWJ!^^SJS!.QI^
referred *~ 4 ~ il— ~^~-~ i --x -— -=- -* ^m™^,-

,
.

f

__.::_ ,w .,.,.*.*.-.

A

6

/N*
CDM:jjd

—-GCt

wW0V2J

Hew York City (10C

T/asJiington Field (100-18^93)

*£/e suajii'iFaaffl
^y. A



-'ff

IT" ™
i

-*/*

AT 100-^^9

testimony held before this Committee or the House Committee

on Un-Jknerican Activities -sliould'' be obtained and forwarded •

to Atlanta

•

"'*
' ^- v

" *
.*•'..'••.•

-
.*

.
,* ;,^-

This offinfi is presentl^uin^the process of preparing ,a summary
report on WEST who ±s carried as a Security Index subject* :

- 2 -

\
«»»^fe^
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STANDARD FORM NO* 64

£. > *&

ce

,FROM

SUBJECT:

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR , FBI ( 100 -.203 96

)

SAC, WPO (100-18793)

date: December 22, 1952

DONALD DEE^WEST
SECURITY MA.TTER

&IIU

\S

Reference Is made to the Atlanta letter dated
November 7, 1952, to the Director.

Washington Field Office indices regarding MARTHA
and JOHN ED3T0N reflect no record*

b6
b7C SE

|
on November 2l\. 9 195>2'., found no

record for MARTHA and JOHN EDSTON in the files 6£ the House
Committee on Un-American Activities.

an employee of the Committee
on the Judiciary, unitea £-ca:ces senate-, advised that JOHN and

A*$r ii

o
RTHA EDSTON never testified before the Senate Judiciary

M4 ^Committee, He stated that the informati
H£ ^EDSTON 's which was given by Mr. HARVEY MATUS"0%

^Lph-American Acitivities Commission, Columbus., Ohio

tt*«a'#a#y
a rt"hn r\

^ srpeG®ived ^y Mr, M&TUS0W, who is an investigator, for thi

3 ^Un-American Acitivities Commission, Columbus, Ohio. I

<C ^suggested that Mr* .SIDNEY ISAACS,, Legal Director and Counsel
f the Ohio Un-American Activities. Commission would be the -b6

person most likely that wpujld be able to provide the testimony b7c

given by JQIKLand MARTHAr^feDSION ,*. if such testimony had been
given. He stated that Mr* ISAACS was a former Special Agent
for the FBI and has .always been inost cooperative.

SE obtained from the House Committee
copy of Hearings Regarding

he
hie

n Un-American Activities, __ _ _~^
ommunist Activities- in thg^Ci^ilniautij Ohio 'Ar^i

!;
JE

rari 1, which
ad been held on July 12^ 13^ lif ,- and 1^ andAugust 87 T9F0T
etove the Committee oh Un-American Activities, Housfc of" ~ '

epreseritatives. This booklet from passes 2661 until 2713'

Reflected the testimony of one JOHN i.XEDMINSTON, and from p&ges
2713 to 2730 the testimony of MARTHOTI&H^ wife
Of JOHN J. EDMINSTON.*

./ftfy/$•?£,
X ^

This booklet reflects that Mrs. MARTHA NICHOLS
EDMLfSTON, on page 2716 and page 2726, testified concerning ©he
D^.i^EST--of Bethel,, Ohio,, a minister, religion unknown, who ^
was a boy scout iead^'in Bethel,. Ohio, who was- active in the £J
Ametficah Peace Mobilisation and who had been identified to

Mrs. EDMINSTON as a Communist Party member. She further identi-
fied this DON WEST* as a person who had one fipger missing off
one of his hands

.

*
' „ _ ^ & fa *»

tssm&te* wC "Tw^

^^-^lanta Tl00-^9) Incl-l (RMl

COPIES DESTROYED.-^?

"D& *34.^3*-
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Inasmuch as the similarity exists between the

testimony given by JOHN- and MARTHA EDM1NSTON and the

testimony which was attributed to JOHN and MARTHA EDSTON,
a copy of the House Committee oh Un-American Activities;

Hearings reflecting the testimony of JOHN J. and MARTHA

NICHOLS EDMINSTON is being herewith enclosed, for the use

of the Atlanta Office.

The Hpu-s.6. Committee on Up-American' Activities was

very reluctant to release. this copy inasmuch as the available

stock of booklets is almost depleted. RUC

- 2



STANDARD FORM NO. 64

ce

%
• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

"1

MS?

TO

FROM

Director, IBI (100-20396) DATE:

SUBJECT:

to interview

1/8/53

w immmmon contained

HERBN fS UNOASSHB)

;a letter to the Director dated 11/7/52 requesting New York

SAC, .New York (1Q0-22129)

DONALD LEETlffiST

SM - C

i

pre {^activities of captioned subject.;

ll|l West 10th Street, Key* York Citv. was

b6
b7C
b7D

interviewed oh
l

iy/30/J>2 by SAS JAMES J. . JOHNSTON and

time, he advised that he. had met the subject only once a:

took place in San Antonio> [fexas, about February, 195>1*

at that time he was a member of the USAF.
:

at which
s meeting
stated that

Jstated that he was introduced to TOST by one ILTKB^SSLER
at an informal gathering held in a. private home in Sari Antonio. He '

commented that this- gathering was not an official CP meeting but that all
those persons in attendance were believed by to be CP members* „

added that during the course- of the evening he had~tr~~

conversation Wltn wisT in -Rhich they discussed Gommunism and the Eorean War.
However, he advised th&t he could not recall the details of the conversation.

said that he could not recall in whose home the above
laehtioiied meeting took place or the address of this hom& inasmuch as he was

driven there by BEESSEES. He also said that he could not recall any of the
".others present except TOST and BftESSLER* He added that he did not know
BKESSEER*s official GP connections .*

| advised that this was, his only contact with yffiST and

that he could not recall any additional infpCTia-tlon regarding YffiST to which

he has not already testified. However,, he did state that JOHN and MM3THA

4 EDMIST0N, party members from 7/aynesville , Ohio., had told him that TpST nad
attended CP meetings with them*, .

It is to be noted that relet mentions^ JOM and MAET^^STON.
stated that the correct spelling of their surname is~ EEK5T0N.

t>j-

in view of the above information, this case is being considered

HUC*

0' >/^
1 - Atlanta (100-559)

m jam %

:j>:
sj-t^y^

^

w
4®.

1953

l\z t* i

CBktMK.



EjplLASSIFICATIOM AUTHORITY DERIVED FRO:

AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
E 06-Z8-Z010

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

to : Director, SBI (100-20396 >;

raoMfM^sAO, Atlanta (lOQ*-£59)
• O .

_
subject.-. DONALD IEE|"WESg?, Was..

BorPtest,^iMeaver ;

.

James AHinEWea-fcetf,
IfimCfreb:
l&Cu'RITY

r
'MATTER - G

date:, April 21, 1953

Reference is made to the Closing summary report of- the

Atlanta Bivis.ion> dated 4-21-53-

Piease be advised that no effort is he ins made at this. -

time to interview WEST. To date, there has been no

indication that WEST would be cooperative in an inter- .

view* The. Atlanta Office has in effect a program of

interviewing former known Communist Party, members. As

this program progresses, consideration will he
.
given to.

interviewing. WEST- at a later da#e«-

CDM/ds Class, SBst. W.

Date £* *»vi**.

t:ui f

V ** ij:
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?*^

BULKY EXHIBIT - INVENTORY ,QF pOPERTY ACQUiRED AS EVIDENCE

Bufile.: 100^20396

Title and Character of Case:

'•„. 1 • Atlanta Field Division

.%

DONALD LEE TIJEST

SECDRJTI |SAT!EER - C

Date

Date Property Acquired:

4/ "'.Source From Which Property- Acquired*

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit:

Reason for Retention, of Property and
'Efforts Made to Dispose of Same:

.See attached sheet.,

See attached sheet.

Bulky Exhibit Cabinet
CCO

Possible use as evidence.

Description of Property or Exhibit and
identity of Agent Submitting Same: ' See attached sheet,-

'SEWlitis

he
b7C

tjl&ss. feESCt

Reas&»"^G - ^
Bate«^ Ro

'

AflEMSa

3DY/:ege

^5
k- Bureau

I - AT 1QOt$$9
1 - Air 66-13&

? ';

r fiy-

md otners>

_ if]

Field -File #:• 100^9

mn-MB>-
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Bulky
Exhibit JDescxdptipn;,

Date
Acquired Source

1B12. 1 partial roll of l6mnw film pertaining to

captioned subject*

7/26/it8 Surveillance

1B16(I) Mail tracer ;,

OBl6(£) Letter dated 9/12A?- to «<I)ear Friend SJon"

17 ** and signed "Harold*1
• -

:>
<_

1B16(3) Sighe;d statement of JOEL MTHEW^

1316^) Excerpts- from speech of DONALD 1EST> •

§uperiiitendent, Lula High School,;

lBi6(£) Lula
:
High School RThe Scrapper1^ Containing

photo of DONALD L. WEST.

1B16(6) Specimen .of handwriting of D«£pVI,^ 1EST on

photostat, pf application for drivers, license •-

1B16(7) 11 photos of DONALD IES?, "

1B16(8) aampaigri literature

XBl6(9)

1B16(10)

riBi6(ii)

.Article of ,subject?s from Eeadeira 'Scope

Magazine,, \
'"

.Folder/ "Georgians Crisis 11 M&e.og£aphed
lettermqu letterhead of ^stant^Cbml^tteej
ad^ftisement for book, "Clods ^-Sputhern
Earth* hy: J30N WEST*

Communist fearty membership card:\d# >ilM «1EBB

(alias of? DON 1EST)*
'

:
/;V ^

5/17A7

1/8A?

ll/2l/ii8

11/12A8

11/12A8

2/20A7

Investigation

Investigation

Investigation

Investigation

Investigation

Investigation

Investigation

Sheriff ¥. A*. CEOW,
Crainesville^, "0a* :

Unkriom

G.. Li BARTON

Photostatip- copy of pamphlet "Th** tqice of the 8/19A7
Fighting; South" and statement of- purpose and

objectives Committee to Aid the Fighting South*

'2/2i»A7 Eeliable, confident

.New York Office

photo of
b6
b7C H/13A7 Washington Field

4 a -."

COPIES DESTROYED.^%#;
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Bulky
Exhibit .Description;,

Date
Acquired Source

lBl6.(lk) Photos of IBVING GOFF and subject- taken
' 6/lO/it8 by SA 0. T, &LYNES*

!Bl6(l£) Fhotb* of ms?, PfttCE and STAFFORD: taken

1B16(I6) Photostatic copy of "Daily Worker" for
6/22/U7>

1HL6(17). Piiotb..of D0WALD WEST from 1&8 Qgiethorpe

^ 5̂>*tfniversity yearbookt '*

:

be
hie

j/2$/h& FBI Laboratoiy

7/29A8 FBI Laboratory

9/18A8 New York Office

9/18A8 SA

1B16(18) Photostats. ;6f Teachers Records £df .MABEL

CONSTANCE WEST at DeKalb Go. Board of
Education*

5/30A8
DeKalb Go. fli

1B16(19) Photostats of drivers license applications 5/13A8 Drivers License Div

for DON WEST and MABEL ADAMS WEST and photos'

of signatures.
he
b7C

Ga* Dept. of Public
Safety

iBl?

1B18

1B3L9

Photostatic copy of complete file; -oh; MABEL 5/12A8
C,i. ADAMS TlEST at Teachers Certificate Secti6n,

Gay Deptu of Education. "
' ' be

Writings and literature of DON WEST*

Ga. State Board df

Education

b7C
1931* Asst. Sol .

1 copy of book entitled "The Road^is rRocky" l/lii/^2 liARRY and GRACE |

feyDON-WESTi ... £«V&0GERi 110 % Cypre

/^St.,, San Antonio

j

]hTexas..

lB2b(l) Book entitled fl'Toil and Hunger% jpoems: by
DQN.lEST.i • '. -"

-

lB20(2) Issues of ''The Country Parson" ,

1B2Q(3) 1 issue "The Southern News Almaiacft.

1B21(1) Book ^of poems entitled "Crab Grass?*, by
DONALD L; 1EST..

- 3 *

6/2h/lfL HOYT W-. BROWN
Cmr. Post 9t Am.
Leg.., Brunswick, Ga

6/2UA1 HOYT W. BROWN

6/2UA1 HOYTW. BROTO

2/17A2 Various informants
|

I9I4I - 2/17A?
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Bulky
Exhibit .Description

Date
Acquired Source

1B21(2) pamphlet, entitled "A Christian F.eilqwship 2/17A?
Message", by ReV. DONALD ,L. TSEST,..

*'
_ \

1B21(;3) Gopy of, pamphlet entitled "The Span?'', .April Wl/h2
and .May', 19lil issues ..

lB2l(li) Booklet^titled •"Songs for' Sotfiglrh Workers":, 2/17A?
" ' * prep^ri% kf .DON 1EST.. ' • ;, : _,.

'-

.

1B?1(£) 'March, April and May, 19U1 issued ,6$:-"The Z/Yl/hZ

Country Parson" ,.
:'-' '-,„

Various informants

19U1 - 2/17/1+2

Various, .informants

19^1 - 2/17/M2.

Various- informants'

l#4-;2$&%2

Various

..-,U «
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SECURITY INFORMATION - CQNPIDJP.TIAL

FormKb. 3

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ATLANTA

DECI^SSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH:

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
DATE 0S-Z8-Z010 FILE NO.

REPORT MADE AT:

ATLANTA

DATE WHEN MADE:

4*21-33

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE:

3/23~27|4/l-4

REPORT MADE BY:

C. DALLAS MOBLEY DS

Cri
CHARACTER OF CASE:

.DONALD LEE WEST, Was. Don "VfejatfEJUflL

® Weaver, James AllemWeaver ,.f^"
SECURITY MATTER - C

&*,'•
**K4fe»«

IJkiS XVi^T*** SUMMARY REPORT
V-/

Synopsis of Fact: WEST* a poet and writer, and one time minister^
resides on farm near Douglasvllle, Qa. , engage ifr*

'

in both farming and writ Ins, In 1934 WEST%as
Trade Union Organizer for the C.P. in North
Carolina. In 1935-36 he was District Organiser
for the C.P. in the State of Ky.; also served as

State Organiser for the Workers Alliance of Ky.,
in 1936. Qfeeords of HOMER BATES- CHASE, former
Organizer for District 31, C.P.., USA, in 1947,
identified WEST as C.P ^member with- 15 years
experience in the Partgyjftjfre Daily Worker, in

1934, published a poem entitled "Listen, I Am
a Communist", by WEST; numerous Daily Worker
references on WEST reported. Writings of WEST
described a/i revolutionary in Daily Worker
article. Un 1947-48, WEST served as Executive
Vice-chairman of the Progressive Party of Ga.,
which, according to the informant, considered
reliable, was dominated and controlled by C.P.

memberQM'-EST was once affiliated with the
SouthernConference for Human Welfare, People's
Institute of Applied Religion, and American
Peace Mobilization. Background and C.P. contacts

set forth. Atlanta informants report that WEST
is no longer acfeiv.a ,in. Q,;P„. affairs*

- c

DO NOT WRITE *N THESE SPACES

C*

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

COPYtH»^h£
Special agent

in charge

(REPORT FURNISHED TO:

5 - Bureau (100^20396) (REGISTERED MAIL.)

3 - Atlanta (100-559) ...

' J; , /

Jul n
i

.*/''

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

CHECKED OFF?-. 4f*~i

RECORDED-*07

i ,.iac:ifceTjrmuiv-m
Routed to; FILE

\ , J

v, «. o^yva«NaASl, ?ttrcraa ornce

SECURITY INFORIUTION - CON-PlpEHTIAL
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AT, 100-559

DETAILS : AT ATLANTA, GEORGI.

All informants hereinafter identified are of known
reliability, unless otherwise indicated.

I. BACKGROUND

(a) Birth Bata

WEST was Jaorn^Jxme
jj i

j i

1908 , at Gartecay,
Georgia, GilmerGouEfEyT WaatWtKaOTjWWMKt^mWWWW*

(Records of Martha Berry School, Rome, Ga.)

(b) Citizenship

American citizen by birth.

(c) Education
t

Lincoln Memorial University, Harrogate,
Tennessee (1925^29); A.B. Degree

Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee
(1929-32); B.S. in Divinity

Oglethorpe University, Atlanta, Georgia
(1937-44); M.A. Degree

University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia
(1944 - Special summer work).

University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois
(1945 - Special summer work.)

International Peoples College, Elsinene,
Denmark (1933-34 - Special courses)

(Records of Oglethorpe University, Atlanta, Ga.)

(d.) Marital Status ^ ,\ *
•

,
'i ^^

Married. MABEL C0NSTANCE1&ST, a£ MjJ?dle;3boro,

Kentucky, December 14, 1928. KT-1)

3
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(e) Military Record.

None

'(f) Criminal Record

WEST, under FBI #8l4 505, has the following identifica-
tion record.:

Arrested 3-15-34', as BON WEST, Philadelphia P.D. #139318,
charged with suspicion of

v
larceny of auto;- discharged

following Magistrate^ Hearing "same date.

Arrested 7-8-34, as JAMES ALLEN WEAVER, Danville, Va.
P.D. #3239, charged with investigation; released.

(g) Employment

Place .

Communist Party Trad.e

Union Organizer for v

North Carolina

District Organizer
Communist Party of
Kentucky

Secretary, Kentucky
Workers Alliance
103. S. Broadway,
Lexington, Ky.

Minister,
Congregationalist
Church, Bethel, Ohio

Minister,
Congregationalist
Church, Means,vilie,
Ga.

Principal, Lula High
School, Lula, Ga.

Bates Source

1934-35

1935-36

1936

1939-40

Nov. 1940 to
Nov. 1941'

9-1-42 to
6-6-45 •

[t-2

r T
1937 Lexington,
Ky. City Directory
& Daily Worker of
10-5-36, page 5

Dept. of Education
Records
Hall County
Gainesville, Ga.

-\3
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Place Dates Source

Professor,
Oglethorpe University-
Atlanta, Georgia

Unitarian Work Qamp
RFD #4
Douglasville, Ga.

Home Mission Council
-of North America
Chicago, Illinois
(As traveling repre-
sentative in South
and Southwest)

Former writer,
RED #4, Douglas-
ville, Ga.
.(Writes for "Southern
Parmer u

i of Montgomery

j

Alabama)

1947.48

940-49

Oglethorpe University-
records.

(*-

1949-51

4

T-5

$ti
Sept. 1951
to present

T-4

Residences.

Place Bates Source

Gilmer and Bartow
Counties, Georgia

Prior to
19?5 E-

6 31
Harrogate,, Temw
Lincoln Memorial
University

1925-29 Oglethorpe University
records

Nashville, Tehn.,
Vanderbilt University

1929^32 ©glethofcpe University
record.

•617 .Cedar Street
Lexington, Ky.

1936-37 Lexington, Ky. City
Directory for 1937

RFD #1
Bethel,. Ohio

RFD #2
Meansville, Ga #

1939-4©

1940-41

ri-i n
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Place Dates Source

Lula, Georgia

Oglethorpe University
Campus, Atlanta, Ga.

RFD #4
Douglasville., Ga.

1942-45

1946-48

1

1948-4"9

mm
Oglethorpe University
recordsWH

(Travel status ~- known to have resided part time in
the following plaees:)

-51

Sept., 1951
to present

T-4

110 ¥. Cypress St.,
Harlingeri, Texas;
Bonham, Texas; ,

-Calera, Alabama;
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

RPD #4
Douglasville> Ga.
(In a very inacces-
sible and remote
area of Douglas Co.,
west of the, .

Chattahoochee River)

(i)' Status of Health

WEST is reported, to be in excellent health, and to be-

5tuallv engaged, in farm labor at the present time.

U) Foreign Travel - Passport Data

Vjfoe files of T-9, another Government agency^f^flect
that American. Passport #377666 was issued. v& WEST on
May 8$ 1931, for travel in the following countries:
Prance, Germany, Denmark, Norway and, Sweden. The

.

purpose of this travel was shown as "study", and. WEST
indicated, that he would depart from the United States
on May 20, 1931, from New York City, aboard, the

SS Aquitania. No record, of other travel appears.

J

5 -
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II. CONNECTIONS WITH COMMUNIST PARTY -

MEMBERSHIP" AND . POSITIONS HELD _ .,
-
—~

—

r~; ;—^r !— 0&$C
Confidential Informant T-2, on April 14, 1948, advised] that

WEST had. joined the Communist Party in 1934, -and. was assigned
to the State of North Carolina, as Trade Union- Organizer for
the Communist Party, under the' alias JIM WEAVER. In 1935 WEST
was made Communist Party District Organizer for the State of ,

Kentucky, and. "served in this capacity for approximately a year

and a half. Informant advised that WEST^ reports as District
Organizer for the State of Kentucky had. be.en very encouraging,
"by showing considerable activity and increased membership,
which reached a registration figure of over 20®.

PAUiJfalELOGG, -who succeeded WEST as District Organizer in the

Stable of Kentucky,, could locate . only approximately 25 Communist
Party membersTollowing WEST'S departure. The majority of

branches and sections of the Party reported. by WEST were never
located, and over i75 "paper" members of the Communist. Party
disappeared. Following this . incident WEST'S stock in the

Communist Party dropped to a low of below, zero, and.-, according

to inforaiant .for the next two years he remained, as inconspicuous

as possible.1^^
Cohfidential^Informant T-l®, on April 28, 1947, .advised that

HOMER BATESlcHASE, publicly admitted Organizer for District 31*

GoramunisiPaJty, USA, Atlanta, jaagfigUyt was in possession of

a iWTComTOnTst Party membersMJapSard., #96336, issued in the

name of JIM WEBB, of Atlanta, Georgia. The following data

appeared on the descriptive portion of this record, which indi-

cated that JIM WEBB was an alias .of WEST:J^5_

\
Club
Section
County
State
Sex
Race
Employment

,

Time in Party
Trade
Union Affiliation
Mass Organization

L!
Native

Atlanta at large
Atlanta
Pulton
Georgia
Male
White
Employed
15 years
Teacher
None
Southern Conference for
Human Welfare
Origin of self and parents
American

{confidential Informant T-ll, in August, 1933, advisejj^gat WEST

had been in charge of the Communist Party, Atlanta, Georgia, m
1934.

'

c- 6 -
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The Atlanta Journal, a daily newspaper, on August 14, 195.2,

parried an article on an interview with WEST, by Mrs^JSELmTJNE^.
•^fSIBLEY,, a. reporter. Mrs. SIBLEY quoted WEST as. saying, "Twenty ~.£j>

'years ago I wrote a poem that . appeared in the "Daily Worker". J***--

i was a Communist then." According- to this article WEST denied
that he is now a member. of the Communist Party

<

^ojifidential Informant T-12, on January 8, 1942, ad.visedjthat

WEST admitted, to him haying been .active in the defense of
ANGELG^HERNDON, historical Negro CoimunJj^sJ^P^^y^j^mb.e.r who
was pr/osecuted, by Fulton County, Atlanta, Gjeorg,ia

5, authorities,,

in 1932. WEST stated to informant that he had. helped, invests
gate the HERNDON case for the Communist Party in 1942, and. had.

later assisted. HERNDON in the preparation of a book on
HERNDON !3 life." ^v
[confidential Informant T-13, on July 29, 1948, ad.viseTjthat in
T945 WEST appeared at the office of the Daily Worker, In New
York City, at which time he requested, permission to check files.

He was allowed, access to "Daily Worker" files because he was a
Communist Party member.

\Qpnfidential Informant T-14, a prominent educator, advisefCTEhat
WEST, in 1948, had. admitted, to him that he was once a member of

the Communist Party. WEST claimed, however, that he had. quit
the Communist Party in 1930. j^v,

{confidential Informant T-15 ad.visexrfthat HOMER BATES CHASE,
publicly admitted. Organizer for District 31, Communist Party, "

USA, Atlanta, Georgia, had, in 19^9; informed, him that WEST
was a Communist Party member, but had. actually quit the. Party.

{confidential Informant T-l6, on June 10, 19^9, ad.viseJ.Tthat WEST
was a member of the Oommunist Party, in Atlanta, Georgia > in

1948.

The following references to WEST appear In the "Daily Worker",
the official East Coast publication of the Communist Party: .

The Daily Worker for 11-1-45 and, 6-22-37, identified.
WEST as Communist Party Organizer for the State of

Kentucky.

The 7-20-36 issue of the "Daily Worker" identified. WEST
as a member of the National Campaign Committee of the .

Communist Party, from Louisville, Kentucky.
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The "Daily Worker" for 6-19-34 identified WEST as a

Communist Party Organizer in the South, who was
scheduled to speak in Boston, Massachusetts, at a
protest meeting, on June 20, 1934,

The "Daily Worker" for/June 11, 1934, in^an article
on page one, fey EDWINYRQLFE, stated that WEST was in
New York City, at they offices of the National Committee
for the Defense of Political Prisoners, 156 Fifth Avenue.
The article stated: "DON WEST is in New York following
his escape from the Atlanta Police and Fascist gangs who
have terrorized the Negro and white workers 1 neighbor-
hoods in a frantic and feestial campaign to stop the
wildfire spread, of revolutionary struggle in the South".

EDWIN ROLFE, in this article, -stated: "Less than a year
ago. there came to the "Daily Worker" a copy of a small
•booklet of poems, "Between the Plow, Handles", fey DON WEST.
The poems were folk, songs and. hill chants, slight .but
meaningful lyrics of the southern hill country; rebellion
smouldered in them. Here and there one felt the Work of
revolt, but revolution was far off. Today DON WEST, a
Communist, is being sought on a charge of inciting
insurrection under an old Southern slave law - - - ".

Continuing, the above article stated that WEST had
published three booklets. &eferences to these. booklets
were as follows: "There followed, WEST said, a period
during which he did organizational work for the Socialist
Party, and continued to write poetry. During this period
he published his three booklets of verse: 'Between the
Plow Handles*, 'Grab Grass 1 and- 'Deep Living 1

. He refers
to these poems today as folk poems, not really revolutionary,
but he adds that a small volume of verse, this time
revolutionary verse, is to be issued by a Virginia publisher
within the next few months. It is to be called. 'Southern
Folks'".

Continuing, this article stated: '"About ten months ago
DON WEST began to feel that the Socialist Party was not
doing the work he felt had to be done among the workers
in the South. He didn't JfuMe know what was wrong, but
he decided to find, out, and, so he rode swaddled, an old
motorcycle, rode all the way to New_Yom, and presented
himself, -dusty and. tired, to GLARENCSMaTHAWAY> at the
'Daily Worker'. He wanted, to see whafc the Communists
had to offer. After a few days spent talking to HATHAWAY,
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reading literature and stocking up with more literature
and. further study, he returned/ to Atlanta a Communist.

The "Daily Worker" for October 5, 1936, page 5, identi-
fied. WEST as State Or.-ganiz.er/of the Workers Alliance of

Kentucky, and a member, of the. National Unemployed: Committee
forTSSKL BROWSER and. JAMES/&0RD, CoimaunisJfcLXaaaty candidates
for President and. Vice-President, respectively, in the

1936 election.

The Workers Alliance was cited, as follows: "Among the
successes in its front movements, the Communists point
to the Workers Alliance of America. It was created in

1936 and. organized, in practically every relief project
in the country. It was apparently patterned, after the

unemployed, councils of St.'"; Petersburg, Russia, set up in
19©6 as a part of the Communist front there, as the
Council in Russia staged, sit-down strikes., so also did.

the Alliance stage sit-down strikes in various State
Legislatures and. relief bureaus in our country. (HCUA
report of 1-3-39, pages 72-74.)

The "Daily Worker" for .6.-22-37, identified. WEST as
Communist Party Organizer for the State of Kentucky,

, #who, on June 21, 1937, had. attended, a reception for l^AUDE^

MfHITEj the only Negro^ woman member of the Central Com-
mlt"tee of the CommunisitJ?a;&ty . This reception was held,

at the home of REVMpLBplT, identified, by the Daily
Worker as Organizational Secretary of the lower Harlem
Communist Party, 2 'West 120th Street-, N^York^City.

[Confidential Informant T-12, on. January 20, 1942, advisedjCS^
chat WEST' had. bragged, to him. about organizing a group or^ '"

volunteers in Kentucky to serve in the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade in the Spanish Civil War. WEST claimed, to have
recruite-d. thirty members of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade,
and. to have recruited several hundred, dollars for the

• organization.

The Communist Party was active in recruiting American boys
for the so-called. Abraham Lincoln Brigade, in behalf of

Loyalist Spain.- EARL BROWDER has boasted, that sixty per
cent of the Brigade was composed, of Communist Party members.

(HCUA report of 3-29-44., page 146.)

Confidential Informant T-12, oh January 8, 1942, advised
that "WEST had. admitted, to him that he was one of the
organizational founders of thefeghland. School, at

Mpnteagle, Tennessee. / \
WWayaOJWJewwnWi^eiW"
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Confidential Informant- T~17 has adviseijp^at between ^cAttf?
,
October 17, 19*1 and March 10, 19&2, th^igtoan^
Sohggi^ received the sum of $$OQ #0p from the Robert ^—

~

"Marshall Foundation* The RoberM^^
is cited as follows: "This fund of more than one million
dollars, which originated with the rich man's son whose
name it hears, has been one of the principal sources of
the money with which to finance the Gommunist Party's
fronts, generally, in recent years. (HCUA report of
3-29-44, page 50.)

Jgonfidential Informant T~l£Jha> 'idientifled WEST' as a
Gommunist Party member in the ©hio area in 1940 /

III. RECRUITING ACTIVITY

Confidential Informant T->12, on January 8, 1.942, advised] tfiat

in 1941 WEST asked him to become .active in the labor movement,
and, indicated he hoped that informant would, join the Communist
Party* In January, 1941, WEST instructed informant in the
operation of a printing press in order that informant would, be
able to operate this press if and when the Communist Party went
underground..

According to informant, WEST sent him. to New York City to attend,
a meeting of the American Peace Mobilization, on April 6 and 7,
1941. WEST also arranged for informant to attend the Highland
Polk School for two weeks, in May,. 194l.

On numerous occasions, in 194© and 1941/ WEST, in company with
informant, visited the residence of HARDY LEE^SCOTT, identi-
fied by informant as Secretary of the Communist Party of
Gejargjka^at that time. On several, of these visits to SCOTT *S

residence, WEST obtained Communist Party literature, which he
turned, over to informant.

The American Peace Mobilization was cited as "one"-or the most
seditious organizations which ever operated: in the United
States, and. an instrument of the Communist Party line prior
to the Hitler attack on Russia." (HCUA report of 3^-29-44,

page 5)

IV. POEMS BY SUBJECT SHOWING ADHERENCE
TO PRINCIPALS OF MARXISM - .LENINISM

The "Daily Worker" for March 13, 1934, oh page 5, carried a
poem by WEST, entitled "Listen, I Am a Gommunist". The
"Atlanta Journal", on AUgust 14, 1952, in story by GELESTINE

- 10 -
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CMS&TM^IBLEZ > quotes WEST as admitting that he had written this
--M^^^"i^^[r This poem is set forth, ver batim, as follows:

LISTEN, I AM
A COMMUNIST
By DON WEST

I am a Communist
A Red

' A Bolshevik!
Ho you, toilers of the South,,

Know me,
Do you understand?

Do -you believe the lies
Capitalists say

And print about me?
You, farmers,

Share croppers,
Renters,

Factory Workers,
Negroes, poor whites:,
Do you understand me,
„ Do you see
That I am you.

That I, . the Communist,
. Am you—?

I am DON WEST, too,
The poet,

The working man #

But the poet
Is a cry for justice

The Communist is the tempered soul
0f a hundred, million toilers
Marching to victory

. A new world
' A working man's world!.

I am the son
- Of *my .grandfather* "

His blood pounds thru
My veins, and cries out
For justice!
I am the poet

Who sings to the south
And. she responds

With sobs of misery*1

!

- 11 -
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I'm not foreign
Ho "body

With calloused hands
Is foreign to us

,
I'm DON WEST

Raised on* a Georgia farm -

The son .of my mother
And a Communist . .

That means
I want bread

, And. homes
And clothes
And love -

And beauty
For all your hollow-eyed, babies

I want songs oh the lips
And joy in the eyes

Of your arixious mothers
Who scrub

And hoe
And. weave in a factory

.

You toil -hardened men and women,
Whose backs are twisted

Making profits for capitalists,
I am building a new world

—

. Yet not I,
But you

—

. WE!
For we are the Communists

We are the toilers • . .

Did you ever hear of the
SOVIET UNION,

Where our comrades
Have laid their burd.ens down
Have taken what was always theirs

And dismissed the loafers,
The Capitalists?, . .

They are calling us.

To rise
To organize

To be free . .

And do you hear me?. . ..

r*m speaking,
„ I, the poet,
DON WEST
Communist,

- 12 -
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Bolshevik

j

Red ....
Working man

Southern toiler . * .

You. will hear me
And you'll believe.,
Because I am you,
You are me,

And
We—

Are power!

V. OTHER ACTIVITIES AND COMMUNIST
PARTY CONTACTS

{confidential Informant T-19, on January 4, 1946, advised]
^"on this date WEST was in contact with EARL BROWDER, then
Secretary General of the Communist Party. On this occasion
WEST was known to have visited BROWDER'S office, Room 702,

55 West 42nd. Street, New York City. .

-

Confidential Informant T-20, who has furnished both reliable

and unreliable information concerning Communist .Party activities,

on December 30, 1943,' advised that on December 29, 1943, WEST
had called a meeting of /he Communist Earty in Atlanta, Georgia,

at which time WEST infixed the Party that he had. been
instructed by ROBERT EXHALE, Gommunist^Pj.rty^.ga^nizer, for be

District 17, Communist Party, USA, Birmingham, Alabama, to

advise them that there was a spy in the Atlanta yunftof the

Party. At this meeting WEST stated. that| |was £j^

b7C

believed, to be spying. for
N
the FBI, and. was theft Being watched _.

by the Communist Party. raV

Confidential Informant T-20-, on July 10, 1944, advised, that as

of this, date WEST'S name appeared, in the personal notebook of . ,

EUGENE^JORDON, identified by informant as an assistant editor U**-

of the/ Daily Worker.^^
Confidential Informant T-21., on May 22, 1945, advisedj^hat

WEST'S name appeared, in a pamphlet entitled 'Equal Justice

Under Law", which was published by the Committee" of Equal

Justice, for Mrs. RECYMIAYLOR. According to informant, this

committee was organizef&Aand sponsored by the Daily Worker.

Mrs. RECY TAYLOR was identified, as the Negro woman who had

been raped, by a white man, in Alabama.

-. 13 -
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\Gpnfidential Informant T-22, on December 9, 1941, ad.visedj that
on November 11., 194©, WEST spoke .at the Ninth Street Baptist
Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, at a meeting sponsored by the Cin-
cinnati Youth Committee Against War. 'According to Informant,
this speech followed the Communist Party line exclusively.
Informant identified this organization as having been sponsored
by the CommuniS/C Party of Cincinnati. v^

\&onfidential /Informant T-23, on February 5, 1951, advise^Jthat
on numerou|Woccasions in 1950 and 1951, WEST was in contact
with HARR3S&K0GER, of 11© •¥ Cypress Street,. San Antonio,
Texas... KOGER has been active in the sale and publication of

$eW% latest> publication, "The Road is Rocky".

()^Eonfidential Informant T-jQhas identified KOGER as Communist
'^ Party Organizer in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1940

.

Confidential informant T-24, on June 9,. 1948, advised that on
this date IRVINO^OFP was a guest in the WEST home on the
Oglethorpe. University campus, in Atlanta, Qeov.gXSLf The
"Daily Worker" has identified GOFF as District ' Organizer for
the Communist. Party in New Orleans, Louisiana, as of ^948@^

Confidential Informant T-24, on December 1, 1947, advised
that on this date WEST was in contact with LEM HARRIS, concern-*

ing a document captioned /'Memo on Democratic Reconstruction of
Southern Agriculture "^Hb-

-l£Uas identified LEMTHARRIS as the Secretary of the Farmers,

Commission, Communist Party, .USA.

Confidential Informant T-24, Yon December' 4, 1947, advised that
on this date WEST was in contact .with MARVIMSHAW.- Cb'hfidential
informant T-25 identified SHAW as then National Student Secre-
tary of the Communist Party-«j&3^

Confidential Informant T-24, ad.vised that WEST was in contact
with WILLIAM^STAFFORD, CIO, UPWA Organizer, on April 3,5, 1947,
and on.Apriir26, 1947.(gy.

Confidential Informant T-25 has identified. WILLIAM STAFFORD
as a Communist Party member at that time, who was closely
associated with HOMER BATES CHASE in the overall operation of

the Communist Party of. Georgia^^
- 14 -
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^Confidential Informant T-26, on February 17,f±947, adylsedl-that
on this date WEST was in contact with MM^UMJ and iU^MKATZ, .at

which time he presented to them a copy of his hook, '^Clods' of
Southern Earth". Q.L t

^Confidential Informant T-2§]has identified NATHAN and; ANNA^KATZ
* as long-time Communist Party members in the Atlanta area^, <~

Confidential Informant T-26, on March 7. 1947, advisedfthat on
this date WEST was in contact with NAT^KOSS, MARYfiSQUTHARD,
and. HOMER BATES GHASE. - ij £v£j. £A /

^Confidential Informant T-2§]has identified. ROSS as a brother-in-
law of WEST, and. one-time District Organizer for District #17,
Communist Party, Ghattanpoga, Tennessee. According to informant,
ROSS, in 1948 and. 1949, was Southern Organizer for the Communist
Party.

[confidential Informant T-27, on October 20, 194^ identified.
MARY .SOUTHARD as the Daily Worker correspondent for Atlanta,
Georgia and Birmingham, Alabama.

Eonfidential Informant T-28, oh February 4,, 1947, advisedjthat
on this date WEST was in contact ..with MAMfEISS.

edj the

(confidential informant T-^Tia's identified. WEISS as a one-
time member of the National Committee of the Communist Party,
and as an editor of "Political Affairs".

("Political Affairs" has been cited, as an official Gommunist
Party monthly theoretical "organ". HGUA report #19?©, dated.

5-11-48, pages 5 and 6.) .

(confidential Informant T-28, on February 6 and 7, 1947, adviseTfe^
tsEat on these. daies WEST was in contact with HOMER BATES CBASET -"

and MAX WEISS. oi=£8, on February 14 and 1§, 1947, advisejj^.
that on these dates WEST was in contact with NAT ROSS.

Confidential Informant T-20, who has furnished both reliable
and. unreliable information concerning Communist Party activities,
on March 11, 1947, advised that •n February 28, 1947 WEST had
attended a meeting at the Butler Street YMCA, called. "Georgia
Crisis", which was sponsored, by the Southern Negro Youth Congress.
WEST was one of the twelve white people present, and. was the

principal speaker. WEST, in his speech of February 28, 1947,
before this group, attacked pending Georgia legislation known
as the "White Primary Bill".. Informant quoted WEST as stating y
on this. occasion, "You are. not facing a yankee, you are lookingjg^

- 15 -
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at a Georgia "Cracker", whose family has never owned, a slave*
I am from a poor family from the 'mountains and. I am in favor
of a decent South. Yes, a South where ail men are equal. I
am fighting for the masses of the people, and I will not stop
until all have justice JJ£j^

The Southern Negro Youth Congress has been cited as subversive
and. among the affiliates and. committees of the Communist Party,
USA, which seeks to alter the form of Government of the United.

States by un-Gonstitutional means. (Attorney General TOM
CLARKE ! S letter to Loyalty Review Board., released 12~*M'

j

Evidential Informant T-12, on January 8, 1942, advise^
WEST, in September, 1941, had spoken at a picnic sponsored, by
the "Smash Hitler Committee", of Atlanta. This picnic, accord-
ing to informant, was arranged "by NATHAN and. ANNA KATZ.

J£pnfidential Informant T-2jfhfis identified. NATHAN ahd ANNA KATZ
as-. long-time Communist Party members in the Atlanta area.

nfid.ential Informant T-29, a minister, advised on August 31,

I9A2TI that in, 1940, during the Presidential campaign, exact
date unknown, he and. WEST had attended, a Communist Party meet-
ing together, in Cincinnati, Ohio.

y^j^

[Confidential Informant T-8 has advisedfthat following WEST*S
return to -his farm-, in Douglas County, in the Summer of 1951*
he obtained the services of HARDY LEE SCOTT, as a. tenant farmer*
Informant related that SCOTT remained on the WEST 1 farm for
approximately one year, being closely associated with WEST irj

various farming enterprises. .
.

[confidential Informant T-25Thas identified. HARDY LEE SCOTT
as one-time Secretary of the Communist Party of Georgia.

VI. CONNECTIONS WITH PEOPLES INSTITUTE
OP APPLIED RELIGION ; ,. . ....

The Peoples institute of Applied, Religion has been cited, as
subversive and; Communistic.

(Attorney General TOM CLARKE<S letter to Loyalty Review Board*
released 6-1-48 and 9-21-48.) y^
Confidential Informant T^-30, on October 12, 1948, adviseiJ^at
Post Office Box 1178, Atlanta, Georgia, was rented. In the name
of the Peoples Institute of Applied Religion. Informant advised

L,
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that WEST paid the rent on this box.

RALPH McGILL, Editor of the Atlanta Constitution, in his
column of July 7, 1948, identified WEST as a Committee Member
from Georgia, in this organization, as. of 1947.

The Chicago Sun, a Chicago daily newspaper, on August 10,

1945, carried, a story on a revival meeting sponsored, by the

Chicago Council of Applied. Religion, at 176 West Adams
Street. WEST was identified, as the principal speaker, and.

as an evangelist for the Peoples Institute of Applied: Religion.

The article stated that at that time WEST was the Principal of

the LulaHigh School, Lula, Georgia. • be
b7C

of theOn August 8, 1941, Detective Sergeant|
Memphis Police Department, advised SA C. E. PIPER that CLAUDE
G. WILLIAMS, Director of theftPeooles Institute o£jyggjyLg!L
Reiigijan,, had, in his presence, onAugusT^oT^^aTTdentified
13EST as State Director of Ggprgia, for this organization.

• VII. CONNECTIONS WITH' THE SOUTHERN
CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE

This organization -has -been cited, as a Communist front organiza-

tion "which seeks to attract southern liberals on the basis of

its seeming interest in the problems, of .the South, although
its professed, interest in human- welfare is simply an expedient

for larger aims serving the Soviet Union and its subservient
Communist Party in the United States." (HGUA Report #592, of

6-12-47.)

Confidential Informant T-r31> on November 4, 1942, advised, that

WEST was a delegate to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare
conference which was held, in Memphis, Tennessee, April 19-21,

1942^T

Confidential Informant T-24, on December 29> 1947, advised, that

the Southern Conference for Human Welfare had, paid. WEST'S
expenses to Chicago, Illinois, where he attended, a conference

of the Progressive Party."^^

VIII. CONNECTIONS WITH PROGRESSIVE PARTY
OF GEORGIA ,

Confidential Informant T~25, on October 22, 1948, advised, that

the Progressive Party of Georgia was dominated, and controlled,

by members of the Communist Party, and. especially by WEST and:

HOMER BATES CHASE, known publicly as^District Organizer,

District 31, Communist Party, USA.r"

- 17
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Informant advised that WEST was in close association with the
Progressive Party of Georgia during the period 1947-48, and
was known to have been in constant contact with the following
individuals, all of whom have been identified.- by Confidential
Informant T-25 as active ConiiunisJPar;feywj?igfflb.efes during that
period,: ' ANNIE. MAJE^EATHERS, MINNIIpfetJDINE, LEAIp{,OuNG, JACK^

-^LORENZ , ERNIMEWIS, WILLIAM STAFFORD, EUDIGEWONTAK, NATHAN
and ANNA KAT2*, and HENRyMaLD .GgkjT /

Confidential Informant T-25 further advised, that during this
period WEST served as Executive Vice-chairman of the Progres-
sive Party of Georgia, and. would, haye been this party's candi-
date for Governor, or U. S. Senator, had it not been for
derogatory publicity concerning WEST which appeared in RALPH
McGILL'S column in the Atlanta Constitution."'

'

The Atlanta Constitution, a daily newspaper., on February 10>

i.9'48, carried, a story reflecting that WEST had. addressed the

National Progressive Voters League of the Progressive .Party,

at Miami, Florida., on February 15-18* 1948.

Confidential Informant T-24 advised that oh July 24, 1948,
WEST attended a Progressive Party convention-.in Philadelphia.
Also, that WEST had attended a Progressive Party convention
at Chicago., Illinois on December 29, 1947. According to

informant, WEST'S expenses to the -Chicago, convention were paid
by the Southern Conference for Human Welfare .j£&

Confidential Informant. T-24 advised, that oh May 20,. 1948,
WEST, who identified, himself as Executive Vice-chairman of the

Peoples' New Party of Georgia (Progressive Party ©f Georgia),
spoke over Atlanta radio station WAGA. According to this

informant, WILLIAM STAFFORD and. EttDICE TONTAK, both of whom
have been identified as active Communist -Party members at that

time by Confidential Informant Tt25, had assisted in preparing
the script for this speech/£|>>

WEST, in this speech, made the following, statements ^Q^

"Our nation's policy In Palestine can only be laid to our
support of the old. futile. Arab monarchy and. laws in that region.
a -. - ©ur country's birth-right through our 3©int giant oil-

corpora tion. - China the people are fighting for their

independence from hated oppressors. They have put up a fight,

that the whole world, admires. Are we . supporting them as France

and Russia 'and Spain supported, us during our American Revolution?

No. We are supporting the Dutch imperialist with American arms

and. the French imperialist with American weapons and. loans. I

- 18 -
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China we have been throwing billions of dollars down the drain
to support one of the most corrupted dictatorships on the face
of the earth, CHIANG KAI-SHEK Government is so .corrupt that
it is far from being able to defend its own interests and.

allows American arms to be sold, to the Communist/right off the
Shanghai docks through the black market, -Here we are being
played; for suckers which In no way makes our game any less
dangerous for' the American people. In Japan we have proceeded
to bolster up the emperor' and -the nobility and to save from
.destruction Zi-bat-zu, the six wealthy families who own most
of the Japanese* industry. We make friends with the very people
who caused. Pearl Harbor. Is this the best memorial we can.

erect to thousands, of Americans who died in the Pacific? These
are no

:
t pleasant facts for Americans to face. We are proud of

our country and like to think that it stands for truth and.

justice and. democracy. It is time for the ordinary American
people , the common people,, to come to the rescue of' Americans
honor while there is yet time. ' "The people can -demand- that this
drive to war be stopped. HENRY {WALLACE in his open letter to
Premier STALIN has advocated a peace conference between our two
nations. . Mr, WALLACE said the USA and the USSR must take
immediate action to end the cold war. This involves taking
definite decisive steps looking toward the following objectives

General reduction of armament. Outlawing all methods of mass
.destruction^ Stopping the export of weapons by any nation to
any other nation. The resumption of unrestricted trade except
for goods related to war between the two countries. The free
movement of citizens, .students , and newspaper men between and
within the- two countries. The resumption of free exchange of
-scientific information and scientific materials between the two
countries. The reestablishment of a reinvigorated. United
Nations or the Constitution of some other united nation agency
for the dis*rM>tit&on of international relief. Neither the USA
nor the USSR should interfere in the internal affairs of other
nations. Neither the USA nor the USSR should maintain military
bases in other UN countries. Neither the USA nor the USSR
should terrorize the citizens of the member states of the UN
by matching land forces , establishing air bases, or making naval
demonstrations., Neither- the USA nor the USSR should use financial
pressure, economic pressure or the pressure of secret agents to-

obtain political results in other countries.g^
uBoth the USA and the USSR in the spirit of the United Nations
Charter should collaborate to the limit in furthering the
political, . economic and cultural -health of the world.. To that
end; the USA and the USSR should join the various subsidiary^gj

- 19 -
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agencies of the United. Nations such as the World Health
Organization, the Pood, and, Agricultural Organization, and.

the United. NationslEdueational, Scientific, and: Cultural
Organization. We, the people of America, can demand, that
President Roosevelt and. Secretary Marshall reversed, our war
policy and. accept the offer to sit d.ownat the conference
table with Russia. We can urge our representatives in Congress
to defeat the peace-time conscription .measure.. We must do this
now for the time is running out. But there is today an
alarmingly rapid, drift in the direction of Fascism in our own
country, and the closing down of democratic liberties in this
country. In the House of Representatives an infinite bill
called: the Mundt-Nixon Bill has been introduced, and \was passed,

only yesterday, ©n the. surface this is a bill to- outlaw the
Communist Party. In principal and. even in wording it has been
borrowed, from the laws passed, in Hitler-Germany passed, in 1933.
The purpose of the Mundt-Nixon Bill is to prevent any expression
by the American people of their, opposition to the war policies of
the present administration. If you are a member of an organiza-
tion which, a Communist happens to join or which adopts a policy
which happens to coincide more or less with sortie Communist policy
as defined, by the FBI, your name can be published, as belonging
to a Communist organization and. you can be jailed, for continuing
such activities. If you are a union member and. fight for a wage
increase- the FBI can say you are conspiring to disrupt trade in

the- United. States with intent to further the objectives of the

world -Communist Movement and. jail, you and. smash your union. If
you b&lieve in civil rights for all people you are guilty of

inviting racial tension. It*s all of this r- the Attorney General
is the final judge of what. is to be considered Communist and he

would, have in his hand a weapon that HEINRICH HIMMLER could,

hardly have improved, upon for killing off' opposition to the

administration. Because the American people are aware of the
danger to our democratic system in this bill they have sent
mass protests to the House of Representatives and. to the Senate
demanding that the measure be defeated. Such action has succeeded,

or did succeed in delaying the vote in the House, but we must still

demand, that our representatives vote against this bill.. We must
act now-. Send, a letter or telegram or telephone Senator RUSSELL
or Senator GEORGE expressing your opposition to this intimate

major which will destroy the freedom .of all of us. Befeat the

Mund.t-N.ixon Bili.'JS^

"The Mundt-Nixon Bill is one more step in the. increasing tendency

to fire men and women who have unpopular ideas or so-called,

dangerous thoughts. We have had here in Georgia recently a /&J£
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T
flagrant example of precisely this - Prjaiie.ssor JAMES^.L.£!8AjRgQPX
of the University of Ge^rgia^has been dismissed from his position
at the University because he dared to have the courage to
support Mr. WALLACE and to support actively the Peoples
Progressive Party of Georgia. Mr. BARF00T believes that the best
provision he can make for his three children is to fight for a
decent prosperous and peaceful world:. For acting on his belief
he was fired. This shameful act by the. University of Georgia is
a blot on the school and on .the State. It is reminiscent of the
purges conducted by EUGENEJfteLMADGE which action brought the
entire University System close to being discredited. In Qeoggia^
TALMADGE and. his backers are afraid of the people, when the
white. and Negro express unitedly their opinions at the polls.
They will go to almost any length to prevent the citizens from
exercising their Constitutional right to vote. A couple of weeks
ago we saw the election board of Laurens County acting in entirely
illegal conspiracy to deprive the majority of Negro voters in
that county of their rights to vote. The white people of Georgia
must realize that this is an attack on. the rights of all of us.
The" corruptions, of Georgia county elections is notorious and this
is simply a county Jane trying to protect itself from being ousted
hy a righteous election. There will never be decent politics in
this state until all the people can help make them. The big
modern owned corporations that are breeding this state, do so by
keeping Georgians fighting other Georgians. The FBI is inves-
tigating this illegal action in Laurens County. Every citizen
of Georgia who wants a clean and. honest election system must
demand that those Negro voters stricken from -the registry be
reinstated.. We must demand that, the Grand. Jury of Laurens
County and of any other county in which such purging occurs
investigate and clean house. Fellow Georgians, these are some
of the problems - - - - The formation of a new party in this
state and in the country., We believe that there are no problems
that this country faces that cannot be solved peaceably if we
will only tackle them with energy and common sense that are so
much a part of the American way of doing things. We ask all of
you who believe in the tradition of American democracy, in
Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln, arid. Franklin D. Roosevelt
to .support the Peoples Progressive .Party. To give us your time
and. to send us your contribution so that we. can carry on our
fight to bring it through to the people. We urge you to send
your contributions to the Atlanta Wallace -for-President Committee,
85 Alexander Street, NW. Tom©i?row night - Tomorrow night Mr..

Wallace, himself, will speak on how we can bring ari end to the
cold war itself. On Saturday night, May 22, at 10:30 PM, the
Peoples. Progressive Party of Georgia invites all men and women
no matter what their creed or color to come together with us to

fight to make the promise of America really come true and to be

a blessing not only to ourselves and^our^hildren. but to thete^
whole world, as well. We thank you.TS^^CgnOp^ >^y
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IX. CONNECTIONS WITH AMERICAN
PEACE MOBILIZATION

(confidential Informant T-2|jT*Is identified. WEST as being in
attendance at a meeting, of t>he American Peace Mobilization,
at Chicago, .Illinois, on- September i-2, 1940,

'Confidential Informant T-12, on January 8, 1942, advisedpfchat

WEST had. sent him to New York City, where he attended, a meet-
ing of American Peace Mobilization on April 6-7, 194i.

The. American Peace Mobilization was formed in the Summer of

1940, under the auspices of the Communist Party and. the Young
Communist League, as a front organization, designed to mould
American opinion against participation in the war against
Germany i The most conspicuous activity of the group was the
picketing of the White House, which began in April, 1941.,. in

protest against Lend. Lease and. the National Defense Program.
The picketing was suddenly called off on June 21, 1941,. by
FREDERICK V. FIELD,. National Secretary i (Attorney General
FRANCIS BIDDLE, Congressional Record, dated. 9-24-42, page 7o84.)

MISCELLANEOUS

Confidential Informants T-25 and. T-32Awho are generally
familiar' with Communist Party activities in the State of

Georgia, and. who are personally acquainted, with WEST, have
advised, that there' is no indication that 'WEST is presently
active in Communist Party activities.

Eonfidential Informant T-33, on July 22, 1950, advise^that
JAMES^ARFOOT., former Progressive Party candidate for Governor
of Georgia, had, on July 18, 1950* received, a letter from WEST
requesting him to address a large number of envelopes for the.

mailing out of "peace tracts", advocating, the end. of "senseless
war in. JKorea "

.

Records of the Superior Court of Hall County, Gainesville,
Georgia-*, reflect that on December 2, 1.947, one CHARLIE^LEWALLEN,
dfntati County, filed, suit against WEST for damages, claiming
liable as a result of a poem appearing in WEST'S book,, "Clods

of Southern Earth". This case was heard on January 22, 1948,
and. was dismissed.under a plea to the jury. Suit was" not

reinstituted..

Confidential Informant T-24, advised on February 11, 1948 that

WEST had. organized, a local committee known as the Don West^
Defense Committee, Post Office Box 1178, Atlanta, Georgia. g*J^
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The purpose of this committee 'was* to raise funds to defend
the above law suit* [ I I Atlanta school teachers
was

bo
b7C

w T

The "Daily "Worker" for March 20, 1947* carried an, article .

entitled, "Don West Benefit Performance Friday".' The article-
reflected, that a benefit performance was to be held on the
following day, at the Solidarity Theater, 124 W, 124th Street,
New York. City, in order to raise money to help WEST defend, a
"trumped up liable" by reactionaries in the South.

The "Daily .Worker" for March 17, 1947* contained an article
captioned, "Writers Party to Aid; Don West".. 'According to

this story, .a party was to be held on March 28, 1947* at
110 W. 48th Street > by contemporary writers, and. was described,

as the opening gun to defend, DON WEST, "whose anti-Fascist
activities in Georgia had, brought down the wrath of K&ahsmen
and. other reactionaries".

The "Daily Worker", on May 18, 1947* carried, a story captioned.,
"Committee Organized, to Aid. Fighting South". According to the
article this committee was to raise funds to help striking
tobacco workers in North Carolina, and to assist in the defense
of DON WEST.

Confidential Informant T-27, on June 23, 1947* advisedpiiat
the above committee was a paper front, organized: and established,
by the Communist Party, for the purpose of raising, funds to aid.

Communist Party work in the South.

Dr.
X?

Martha BerrxJ&haol, Romg,,^

Georgia, oh January b* 194b, advisedTSA A. W. NEALE that WEST,

this
by

be
b7CwhTIe~a stud;ent at this school, in 1926, held atte:

organize the students to strike. According to Dr.|

strike was based on the fact that the school was supportec
what WEST termed: "capitalists". (HENRYFO/RD money.)

E?nfid.ential Informant T-8 has advisedjtttat WEST, since the
summer of Ifjp*, has received, cheeks from AUBREY W-^wTLLIAM,
Head of the??Southern Farmer", a magazine published' in Montgomery;
Alabama. IhformanBrep^'ts that WEST has written numerous^~-*w,-~

arHcTes and. columns for the "Southern Farmer", some of which
had appeared, under his true name. Informant related/ that WEST
is in' constant contact with AUBREY W. WILLIAMS.

N
V,

Confidential informant T-2 has adviselfbnat AUBREY WILLIAMS
was at one time very active in the Southern Conference for (f-^ .

Human Welfare. ..
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YConfid.ential Informant T-12, on January 8, 1942J produeted a

clipping of an article by WEST which, appeared in the

"Southern News Almanac" on June 6, 1941. In this story,

entitled. "Awakening Church", WEST stated that he was against

war; that the present war was a war of capitalists arid

imperialistic nations. According to informant^ the Southern

News Almanac" was edited and published by SAM|tHALL, of

Birmingham* Alabama, and ceased to exist in 1941.

.

The' "Daily Worker" for June 22, 1947* identified SAM HALL as

a native southerner who .was going forward as a Communist Party
t

leader in the South. As of this date SAM HALL was identified

as Chairman of .the Carolina District of the Communist Party.

[confidential .Informant T-lgjflso furnished a newspaper clipping

from "the Pike County Journal, Zebulon, Georgia, July 4, 1941

issue, which contained, a story by WEST entitled, Defend
Democratic Ideals". This article reflects that WEST urged, the

American people to have no sympathy for HITLER, and advocated

all-out aid. for the allies.

(confidential Informant T-34, on April 11, 1952j^riade available

a copy of WEST»S book of poems entitled "Toil and Hunger .

This publication was by the Hagglund Press, of San. Benito,

Texas, in 1940. On page 11 of the Prologue, WEST, in writing

of himself, states as follows: "My real education has been

beaten into me by the everlasting toil and hunger I have seenj

by the struggles I have seen in textile and coal centers, where

my people were toled down from the hills by fair promises of a

better life, it is this education of life, of prisons and jails

for innocent men, that determined a resolve never to seek to

rise upon the shoulders of others, to rise only when the great

masses of plain people rise in one big united wave, and we're

going, to rise."

Informant also made available a small circular published by

WEST, in 1944, at which time he was a candidate for the General

Assembly from Hall County, in the State Primary of July 4, 1944.

WEST, at the time, was Principal of the Lula Georgia High School.

In this pamphlet he. stated that at the outbreak of war he had.

volunteered for service with the Armed Forces, but was turned

down because of two fingers missing on his left hand, fife

claimed that prior to that time he had served, in the Merchant

Marines, and also that he had completed major work necessary

for a PhD Degree. In this. pamphlet WEST pledged the following

items-:
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A greater unity for winning a complete, total and

speedy victory over Fascism, and. a just and. ever-
lasting peace.

WEST also pledged that if elected, he would, work for a liberal

revision of the State Constitution, to meet everyday needs.

Confidential Informant T-4 advised, that as of March 29, 195§4§H
WEST had in his possession a new .38 caliber revolver, and. two

12-gauge shotguns,, and. in exhibiting these weapons to informant,

WEST stated, he was prepared: for the Ku Klux Klan, or anyone

attempting to violate his rights. ...
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Name-

Born-

Height
Weight
Eyes
Hair
Complexion
Sears & Marks

Peculiarities

Occupation

Marital Status

Children

Relatives:

b6
b7C

DONALD LEE ,.,

Don West, Jim. Weaver^ —
(
w

James Allen Weaver, \Jlm WebbUSft
6-6-08, Cartecay, Ga.
(Gilmer County)
6'2"
185. lbs.
Blue
Brown
Ruddy '

Two fingers missing from
left hand. .

Right eye does not always
focus.
Self-employed; farmer, writer
and. poet
Married to MABEL^QONSTANCE
WEST, Nee MABEE&ADAMS
(Married at Mi&dlesbbro, Ky.,

1

L

1 (Age 19 - 1953)
HEDDIE GRACEJ&JE3T (Age 14 - 1953)
Father - JAMES OLIVERvWES;

(Deceased) , <js
Mother - LILLY MUJLK1&/MKEN

JBt O fig v.f.oV»« w\ n.A . fla T

Brother-

Brother- J

Af-.1w.nfca-. 5a., \^'

of 'North Ga. News
a weekly paper at
B$airsville, Georgia
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Relatives : (Cont ! d)

be
b7C

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

be
b7C

((Confidential Informant T-2GL*
" ~ " " 49*3> advised. SA|

J that

[

on

was member q, C..P* as of 19*3 •)

Sister -

(Wife of BAfrM©<?AN,) ' <5^A f

TiJherea'bouts unknown. *«*»^~

^^Confidential informant T-£I A
""August: 14. 1Q4-2. advisee
SA that B.

LOGAN was one-time Secretary
of the O.P. in North Carolina.

H?T %-P. an TQ-17-^l. ajlvijafilfl)^

ITaI I thatl V>

xn
Iwas active in the C.P.

Sister j,
I | jifjlfe of

Atcaf 1

i^pm xu^noxai Informan
on 8-14-52. advises

that was a
long-t>ime_JL£^ memoer rrom JNC^

Sister - EfiSI^/^Ss, Was. Jjjaej; .

West^as,s^„ Jane{Reaver, Janefc^

[cShD, Johnnie Westto'dsa* wSe of

rRrfh-otHi nn^ 1/1-52, ad.visedjSA^ |
that NAT ROSS

was\ at one t>ime a member of the
Central Committee of the C.P#,
and. served, as C.P. representative

w
^^^1 vpa-rg-the South for s

H T-2 advise d. SA
*i 10-17-513 that ELSIE ROSS;,
better known as JANET WEAVER 1

, had
been active in the C..P.. since 19^0
and at one time was Baily Worker
correspondent in M'oscp, Russia.)

V

- c -

I
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SOURCE

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

DATE OR DESCRIP-
TION OP INFORMATION DATE REC'D.

FILE
AGENT TO . WHERE
WHOM FURN. LOCATED

T-l, Selec-
tive Service
Records LDB #2
Batavia, Ohio

T-2, PAUL
CROUCH

Membership and posi-
tions held in 1934-37

C.P. Membership of
HARRY KOGER

», Post
Office
Records
Meansville, Ga.

T-4, Post
Office records
Douglasville /Ga

.

T-5, Pretext Re. employment of
Call to Home WEST
Mission Council
of North America
Chicago .111 be

4-14-48

8-30-51

by SA b7C

T-6, Post
Office Record.
Cartersville, Ga.-

T-7* Post
Office Record.
Lula, Ga..

b6
b7C
b7D

Health Status &
iiployment

Feb. 1953

- 27

"1

SA LEON
PRIOR-

100-559-278

Bulet to 100-559-402
San Antonio
in KOGER
case, 6-22-48

100-559-43

SAs C.
DALLAS
MOBLEY &
ALDEN F.
MILLER
(Orally)

This report
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SOURCE b2
b7D

©ATE OR DESCRIP-
TION OP INFORMATION

AGENT TO
DATE REC'D. WHOM FURN.

PILE
WHERE
LOCATED

^-Q. Re Passport Issued
5-1-8-31

T-10, Anony- 1947 C.P. Membership
raous source card in records of
Jmoim-ta, SA HOMER BATES CHASE

* "c

C,P., Membership
1934 be

b7C
b7D

C.P. Membership and
^ activities of WEST?

Imow uaueafcy *)' in general

IfL

he
hie
b7D

b2
b7D

Highland Folk School

Re.. Abraham Lincoln
Brigade

C.P. Membership

C.P. Membership

T-17, Bank Re Highland Folk
records, Bank School
of Sewariee, Tenn.
made available by

—

KX informant b2
b7D

6-25-47

4-28-47

1^8-42

1-8-42

1-20-42

O.F. Membership, 1.945 7-29-48

C.P. Membership 4-23-51

8-28-50
be
b7C

6-10-49

7-2-42

28 -

saI

b6
b7C

100-559-164

100-559-152

100-559-^9
be

(Orally) b7c

be
b7C
b

SA J. T. 100-559
McCarthy

b6 (Orally)
b7C

-311

)7D
|

sa[

Xuvurnrf)

£A

100-5.59-^01

100-559-381

"TO

SA 100-559-401

1W7

^aE 100-804-

b6
b7C
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SOURCE
DATE OR DESCRIP-
TION OF INFORMATION

AGENT
TO WHOM

DATE REO'D. FURNISHED

FILE
WHERE
LOCATED

17
sT-18, C.P, Membership,

"^Qhio area, 1940

b6
b7C
b7D

T-19, Physical Contact with EARL'

Surveillance of BROWBER
subject on 1-4-46
by SAs P.J. GALLANT , b6

b7C

T-20> Former
'' AtlaQtaJnfor-
mant

b2
b7D

T-21, N'.Y..
-infAT'Tilflhh b2

f
b7D

T-22, Cin-
,
clnnati
Informant b2

b7D

G.P. Meeting
Atlanta, 1943,
re spy in unit

Name in GORDON'S
Notebook, July,
19^4

Re WEST'S appearance
at SNYC, 2-28-47

Name in pamphlet of
Committee for Mrs.
RECY TAYLOR

C.P. Activities-
1940

f-g^- r

"San
-

AnConlb, Texas

1950-51 contacts with
Texas C.P. member

be
b7C

12-30-43
(Orally)

b6
b7C

7-10-44
(Orally)

3-11-47
(Orally)

5-22-45
(Orally)

SA

SA

.b6

100-559-146

_SA ~\hlC 100-3985

12-9-41 SA S. H.
HORTON

2-.5-51
(Orally)

SA MILES L.
JOHNSON

100-559-67

100-559-4.3.5

- 29
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SOURCE

T-24,
AT-1324

^-95

.

b2
b7D

T-26, Physi-
cal surveil-
lance by SAs
GEORGE P.

,

DILLARD and.

PAT RICE

T-27, NY
Informant h o

b7D

T-28, Physi-
cal surveil-
lance by SAs
DILLARD and

DATE OR DESCRIP-
TION OP INFORMATION DATE REG^D,

AGENT
TO WHOM
FURNISHED

4/3,5,26/47
12-1-47
l2-4„47
12-29-47
2-11-48
5-20-48
6-9-48
7-24-48

Re WILLIAM STAFFORD

Re NATHAN and. ANNA
KATZ •

Re NAT ROSS

Contacts with NATHAN
and. ANNA KATZ on
2-17-47

4/3,5,26/47

12-4-47
12-29-47
2-11-48
5_20-48
6-9-48
7-24-46

4-26-47

2-15-47

3-7-47

2-17-47

be
b7C

sL

(Orally;

Contact with NAT .ROSS 3-7-4?
MARY SOUTHARD and CHASE
on 3-7-47

Re Committee to Aid.

Fighting South
6_23-47 SA F. J.

SMITH

Contact with MAX WEISS 2-4-47
on 2-4-47

Contact with CHASE and 2/6,7/47
WEISS on 2/6,7/47

Contact by NAT ROSS
2/14,3.5/47

Attended. G.P.. Meet-
ig, Cincinnati, 194©

2/14,15/47

8-31-42 £A J

b6
b7C
b7D

FILE
WHERE
LOCATED .

100-559-21^

100-559-21;j
100-559-21
100-55-9-221
100-559^26:
100-559-280-
100-559-280

100-559-160

100-559--140

100^559^135

100-559-1

100-559-135

100-559-171

100-559-135

100-559-137

100-559-137

100-559-74

be
b7C
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SOURCE
DATE OR BESCRIP-

(

TION OP INFORMATION EEC »'D

,

AGENT
TO WHOM
FURNISHED

FILE
WHERE
LOCATED

T-30- Re P.O. Box 1178
rented for PIAR

Atlanta P.O.

T-31, Anony- Attendance at 1942
ous source, SCHW. meeting
own to SA Memphis, Tenn.

JOHN L. ROBERTS^

T1-^-

T-^.

^Deceased;

X=3&L

be
b7C
b7D

Re present activity
b2
b7D

Re mailing of peace
tracts

jtjrooimaven,
Ga.

Re WEST'S general
activities, including
possession of firearms

REFERENCE: Bureau letter 6-25-52,

10-12-48

11-4-42

3-26-53

7-22-50
b6
b7C

4-11-52

&aL 100-559-316]

Rurally

j

be
b7C

SA C.
DALLAS
MOBLEY

This report

£A] L-LOQ-559-138

SA MOBLEY 100-559^469*
SA ALDEN
F. MILLER
(Orally)
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SECURITY iHFORmTION -/

• UNITED

'i'i^L
GOVERNMENT

ICTOR, FBI (.100-20396)

SAC, ATLANTA- (lQt-559)

o
SUBJECT: DONALD LEE WEST, "was.

SECURITY MATTER - C

DATE: November

/

1953

REGISTERED ffA-IL?

j

" V
WEST is a security index subject in this division. This file

in. the Atlanta Office has been reopened and reviewed and nov

pertinent data has been obtained therein since the submissions^
^__^

of a closing summary report on 4-21-53

•

—""

Reference is. made to Atlanta letter of 10-27-53 captioned -

Communist Party, USA, Legislative Activity, Internal Security - C,

(Georgia State Anti-Subversive Law), wherein authorization was

requested to interview WEST prior to any testimony by WEST before

the proposed Stcte Legislative Internal Security Committee, which

is expected to be set up at the November Session of the Georgia

General Assembly..

By letter dated November 10, 1953, the Bureau authorized the -

interview of WEST. This will be done in accordance with existing

Bureau instructions and the results will be reported in the immediate

future. This file is in a pending status in the Atlanta Division.

CDM:sib/iat

a****

EM02 **

i" J.' /I

> V,-.C '
•

",

£TA*TSET*

SX»t? (S

DA®.

SECURITY INFORMATION - CpiWJpSHTIALm*



SECUR.

OFFICE MEMORANDUM'

INFORMATION ;-, CO:

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:

EfTOIfHH*01110 DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
'V- '

UAl'K

- - - UNITED STATES G
2010

f
y

he
b7C

be
b7C

b2

TO,:" : Director, FBI :{

;100-3-70)

FROM SAC, Atlanta (100-4447.)

DATE: October 27, 1953

Asst. Director BELMONT

SUBJECT-: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

;
• INTERNAL SECURITY - C

(GEORGIA STATE ANTI-SUBVERSIVE ^LAW.)

f|f Class, fci

ReBulet 10-22-53.

REGISTERED MAIL

Reason .^'C-

pate of ReviewJ)<
nffitffc

The
is

Individual at Columbus. Georgia identified by PAUL CROUCH
who in 1940 broke with the Communist

author of a series of newspaper articlesParcy, ana was zne
in Atlanta, Georgia concerning- Communist Party- activity.
was interviewed, and f.ur$ish£jL,a sighed ..statement on October
.1949. Information from

7T"
hy]has been furnished; the Bureau,

report of SA GEORGE C. BURTON, dated February 1,' 1940, at
Atlanta, and captioned " c6MMUNiS,T PARTY IN COLUMBUS, GEORGIA
AND, PHENIX CITY, ALABAMA". The file reference, is #100-3-33-

LAMAR SIZEMORE, Assistant Attorney General, State of Georgia,.,

and GEORGE DILLARD, former FBI Agent who. is employed by the
State of Georgia, on October 25, 1953, furnished SA C. DALLAS
JHOBLEY,. of this office, a copy of their report to the Governor,
'which is dated October 23> 1953. SIZEMORE'S- report was
delivered to the Governor on the night of October 25, 1953 and, |
according to SIZEMORE, Governor TALMADGE.*may, at an early date,!*.'
make a press release concerning this report , Atlanta Airtei K^p
of October, 24, 1953; captioned as above, .informed the Bureau
of this action by SIZEMORE. Attached, for, the Bureau's infor-
mation, is 'one .copy of SIZEMORE'S report, which contains an

CDM/dS ^^IStMASSTytEDEXCEPS'l ..
, , A - 3 *> 3 1& " '>'

c/c 100-4067
" 100-:4010.
11 100-3841
" 100-1409
" 100-5138
" 100-5190
n 100-4426
'» 100-401

100-430
$00-559'
100-5144

' /JJ
..iV* *^*

162 NOV ?-

'&
waxnan ^.auzj

;Henry Wald)

.

Ehos Wicher)"
Subversive Activities, U,, of Ga
Murray. Branch) •

$*

Dr. Lawrence Reddick) -^yoA^
Annie Mae Leathers )

j

• &*T^*{fl<*

Don^WestT
Atlanta. Peace Council)

100-4714 (ACP)
Washington Field;

TtfitS*

[
(Paul' Crouch)- i

Enclosure "66 Bureau?
"
U copy SIZEMORE report) (2 Newspaper clippings)

:?-35£ INFORMATION

fc^

CQNFI3MTIAL

Cb

*

o
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appendix on State Statutes dealing with subversion.
y • "•.*.'

A .-review of the SIZEMORE report clearly indicates thai; SIZEMORE
anC$IJ&ARB are prepared to take over and. operate a legislative
investigating committee, which will, he , created under a- pending
resolution at the next session of thf Georgia, legislature,,
which is scheduled for November. I$v S$53v'-' Av'review of the
SIZJSWORE report would ln4i<eal^":iiae^'''iM?.e' laying the groundwork
to call before the Committee certain .professors in the State
University System^ as hereinafter mentioned:, and local Communist
Party members or sympathizers who are connected with Atlanta *s
only peace group, the Atlanta. Peace Council.

Pursuant to Bureau instructions, #his office has endeavored to
maintain liaison with SIZEMORE,, in Conformity with Bureau letter
of May 19, 1953. '". ' V .

.',

:;

' /

GEORGE DILLAHD, on October 26, 1953, was. asked to identify\ indi-
viduals that will be called before' the above 'mentioned legis-
lative committee.. DpLARD states/*' that .all

;
p,D|ans -ifi this respect

are tentative, and that :ais- sooh. .a.s>.
;
ip(f3bai:fee ie.bhc;iusions are

reached;, this
. office. will V* pM^0v^^)-A4^v^i^s, to

D1LLAR©., they now • cdnt.6'mp:la;W •calJMg;: (|l|f.'#Qflowing-' individuals s

.(13 PAUL, ..CROUCH - ¥ash^^nW.j&;^ '^} "$'*'•'.

SIZEMORE' and BIKLARD have coxi^et^i^tm -QKOJJfm, and will use
this individual- in the event he is" a^ailatol^ in November.
Should he be engaged elsewhere, t&iey may use his depositioij;;

(?) LOUIS. P, BUDENZ *''..'-
In the event CROUCH is not ' available^ and a live expert or
witness" is desired, BUBENZ may be asked; to appear and testify.
It is hot known whether SiZEMORE or. EtfliLARD have discussed
this with BUDENZj but it is believed they have corresponded
<with him.

(.3.) - (Atlanta Eiie #100*4067 -^ Bufile 10.0-354570)

an Atlanta Negro, has- been interviewed by this office,
wane ne did .not actually admit Communist Party membership, he
admitted association with HOMER BAEES. CHASE, former G.P.
organizer, and his attendance at a domfifonlst Party school at
Camp Beacon, New York, in 1946 or i§4fC I |

has claimed
that he participated under *he belief feha-% . tmis activity was part

--2 -?
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Wmm
9f TOTAVA, The, Atlanta file on

| |
is closec

DILLARB -has advised that they have interviewed]
he has furnished same information as above, bu

and
CtEQEC

l
£

be
b7C

ap.ftnal nommunist Pax*^-membership
I testimony would he iis^d

T3FT Atlanta

,. www has denied
DlLLARD states that

as_Q2^dJLeation for calling

(4): BR. - (Atlanta File 100^4038 - Bufile 100-311873)

is presently the subject of a pending security case, and
has not been interviewed by the FBI. He' has begm identified as
a one-time Communist Party member, and was a close associate
of HOMER BATES CHASE, former C*P Organiser, from about 1947
until August, 1950 o m^ v^y<* developed no information refleqt-
ins: C P. activity bvl

I since August, 1950o He is currently
known as the "One Hundred Dollar a Month

bo
b7C

tension oiub", ana xs Khown to have* disseminated propaganda
paralleling theGommunisfe Party line in the past,

(5) NATHAN KATZ^ - (Atlanta File 100-4010 - Bufile 100-46430)

KATZ has not been interviewed by the EBI, and no active investi-
gation concerning him has been conducted since 1950. KATZ was,
according to th$ records of Homer Bates Chase, former C-P.
Organiser, a member a& late as 1949 „ He has a long Communist
Parity history, going- back to 1945 . LAMAR SIZEMORE advises that
they have interviewed KATZ, who denies, current Gommuniat Party
membership:," but who admitted membership in the past. SIZEMORE
*3kaims KATZ has refused to identify individuals associated with
him* They have also interviewed ANNA KATZ* wife of NATHAN KATZ*
who has a long Communist Party history.

(6) BENRY -WALD - jAtlanta File 100-3841 - Bufil
:
e 100-280571)

WALD, a Security Index Subject of the Atlanta Division, has i^een
interviewed • He has denied Communist Party membership, but has
admitted participation in the Progressive Party Movement in
Georgia, in 1948-49 . The Bureau file will reflect that WALD
is carried as a CoPo Member, by GHASE,".a? late as 1949*

GEORSE DILLARD states that they plan^ through WALDOS testimony,
to show a picture of the Progressive Party of Georgia in
1947.48, and possibly IWO activity in the State of Georgia
during the same period, and prior thereto-*,

(7) ENOS WICHER - {Atlanta File 65-1409 - Bufile 100-135901)

WIOHER is a Security Index subject of the Atlanta Division, and
is employed as a Physics Professor by the University of Georgia,

3 -
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Atlanta Division. WICHER'wa^lSfcerviewed in connection with
the Bureau's investigation of FLORA DON WOVSCHIN; who .was
identified by Bureau sources as a Russian agent.' WICHER has
admitted "to an Army Security Board past Communist Party
history. He and his wife, MARIA WOVSCHIN WICHER, have both
been identified as one-time Russian agents by a Bureau source.

(8) DON WEST » (Atlanta Pile 100-559 - Bufile 100-20396)

WEST is a Security Index subject of the, Atlanta Division, and
has not been interviewed by the EBI. He has a long Communist
Party history, and is known generally to the public in the
State of Georgia, as a one-time Communist Party member. He has
a lorig Communist Party history, and his Party membership can be
documented to the Daily Worker. He was active in. the! Progressive
Party of Georgia in 1948-49, and was an associate of HOMER BATES
CHASE, former Communist Party Organizer. We have developed no
current Communist Party activity on his part since 1950.

GEORGE DILLARD has advised that the .State has not interviewed
DON -WEST, however they are considering such action.. Since he
is known publicly in Georgia as a one-time Communist Party
member,- he will more than likely be called. . Further, that
CROUCH will no doubt identify WEST in his testimony.

(9.) ANNIE MAE LEATHERS - (Atlanta Pile #100-401

)

This individual is a Security Index subject of the Atlanta
Division. She has not been interviewed by the EBI, and is
one of three LEATHERS sisters who ar§ known to be currently
loyal to the Communist Party. ANNIE MAE LEATHERS has a long
Communist Party history, and is p^sently active In the
operation of the Atlanta Peace Council, an affiliate of the
American Peace Sruaadft, The three LEATHERS sisters, together'

1with
were m& dtflgihdtf&ttS 6t

who is married to -LEAH LEATHERS YOUNG,
'this Atlanta group, and' completely

b2
b6
b7C
b7D

control their activities. ANNIE MAE LEATHERS is - generally
known to the Atlanta public as a Communist Party mrnnt^r.fand
her activities are covered through Atlanta informant

(10) (Atlanta File .100-43<*$»

is the husband of LEAH YOUNG, one of the three LEATHERS -b 6

He has< been identified in the past a^ .a Communist b?c
His first wife.

sisters;
sympathizer, and a Socialists
was a one-time Communis t Party Elector in the £tate of Georgia,
in the early thirties. I lis a current subscriber to the

4 -
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"Daily Worker", and is the Ghair^^J^I^Atian^ Peace Council, b?c
as above mentioned has never been interviewed
b$r the "FB*I

' J

(11) DR tf . LAWRENCE REDDICK - (Atlanta Pile 100-4426)

REDDICK, a Negro, is the Librarian at the Atlanta University,
a Negro institution* He has never been interviewed by the
PBI REDDICK was once discharged as a librarian by the City
of New York, for Communist- Party activity. The Atlanta Office
has never been able tp prove. Cppuynist Party actiyit.y- in: .Georgia .,.

by this .individual! She- State ; Ha^ 'zi£i^jt^$e3>^£&^d> ll^BDCtXCK «;

*"

(12)" Professor G P MURRAY BRANCH - (Atlanta Pile 100-5190 -)

This individual is a Negro, and a professor at Morehouse College,
He has. never been interviewed by the FBI, and has not been the
subject of a security investigation by this office . The Atlanta
indices reflect that BRANCH was active in the Progressive Party
of Georgia, during 1947-48. His- name la frequently mentioned
in the "Daily Worker" as a sponsor or signer of various peace
petitions . The "Daily Worker", on October 1, .1953* listed BRANCH
as one of 99 individuals who sponsored a national conference to-
repeal the Walter McCarran Law, as- announced by the American
Committee for Protection of Foreign Borri* The "Daily Worker"
for July 8, 1953* also identified BRANCH as, an endorser of the
statement by officers* of' the American Committed: f'pr Protection
of Foreign Born, condemning the Justice Department's move with
respect to registration, with, the/S^
Board by this organization_«

'" ""..* ' -" ;'/*

BRANCH was once affiliated with the;..Southern;'N;egrp, YOuth Congqrence,
which has heen- pitied* - .-, \

>';"/.'" .'V;
L ~*

: \""""v «" -•

The. "BailrWOrker"^ -Pia. Aptfi^^^^ on the ^
md^Gentury Conference, .for. Peace: rt -at; iCh.icBgoi,/;M^ 2% 1950

,'

jjgfricago informant
|

pd'eh'fc^^ of
'this- peace grbu^^BKMUH^was -ailsoi. iden^^i^d

;
^ ;y^^w York '

> <*,

infbrmant ND 42gja s -appearing/ on ^t$e .^
endorsing, the wfrld; ^e^cife/Appeafe ^MB>/ji.gfevfefe;ing 'released by °^

Third Army, wa& a ^gohstei^
also protested/ the' Worth AtSa^tiQ'/'Pacfe.v *•

:

Tkie' "Baiiy Worker" -.

for; March. '21,, il-952.,: :idenfeir£ifed{
:
39.•^^*hp*&Si0s:^o/,uLr6ed^

ftegdtia^idng.-in
r

'4p3^ft^ :
- i#RR&Y BRAIjqE ^'svIncluded In this

group o /The Atlanta^ ^
;cttrrent or pas:t $Smmun^
The Statfe- has <hot\ interviewed BMNCH ;

o?l
"'.

*
:

-

\ '-
" -<;.'

.
'-.''' ,*.'".
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(13). - Columbus > Georgia

was identified as the individual who exposed the Communist
Party at Columbus, Georgia in newspaper articles in 1940, as he

identified by PAUL CROUCH.
| |

has not been interviewed by b7c

the FBI since 1949. GEORGE DikLARD indicates that they may
use

|

as a witness, and may interview him at an early date.

(14) Professor

This individual is employed by the University of Georgia, at
Athens, Georgia. He is referred to in Atlanta letter of July 2J,
1953* captioned "INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH THE UNIVERSITY OP
GEORGIA ALLEGED 'TO BE COMMUNISTICALLY INCLINED; MRS. JULIUS
ICAIMADGE, INFORMANT"; Atlanta File 100-5128, Bufile 100-356380.

I
according to Atlanta file, has never been interviewed by

the EBI. He was the subject of a Loyalty of Government
Employees investigation in 19^8, while employed -by the
Veterans Administration, .^feiBEiiis, Tennessee. The principal
information developed. on
Abraham Lincoln School, in un

GEhis, Tern
"Hwas tha;

JExcago, ii

that he had ftanrtit at the
in 1945. I

|has never
the outcome ofbeen investigated by the Atlanta Division, an

the above loyalty investigation is unknown.- This individual
has n,ot been interviewed by State authorities.

(15) RUBIN GOTESKY - (Atlanta 100-5128; Bufile unknown)

GOTESKY is- a Professor at the University of Georgia, Athens,
Georgia • He has never been interviewed as a subject by the
Atlanta Office. He has been interviewed as a reference or
associate in a loyalty ease, but has never been questioned .con-

cerning his past Communist Party activity. The Atlanta Office
has never conducted a security investigation on GOTESKY.

According to information furnished by the Bureau, in letter
dated July 3* 1953^ concerning individuals at the University of
Georgia, Bureau file 100-356380, GOTESKY was once a Communist
Party member, who was active in the .Socialist Workers Party,
but who broke with these' groups and testified before the
Rapp-Coudert Committee.

Both GEORGE DILLARD and LAMAR SIZEMORE, on October 25, 1953,
stated that they would notify the Atlanta Office in advance of
calling any. witness before the proposed legislative cppnifctee.

*
=*, \

'

» * \ * .*

Pursuant to Bureau -instructions in referenced letter of
l

October gg n Kyre. tfre Atlanta Office' will immediately 'interview
at Columbus, Georgia, who was identified byj

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

- 6 -
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GROUCH as having exposed the Communist Party in 1940.

In view of the proposed action by the. State of Georgia, 'with,

reference to testimony from the above listed individuals, it.

is recommended that .the Bureau authorize the Atlanta Office. to

immediately interview the following individuals, none' .of whom
have been recently interviewed?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

NATHAN KATZ
DON WEST
LAWRENCE REDDICK

I I

RUBIN GOTESKY

DR.

b6
b7C

It is not f>Pf>nmTnpr>fip>d that we interview, at
MAE LEATHERS and
wise instructs.

t

unless
These two individuals are presently active

in operating the Atlanta Peace Council.. Information concerning
fi

this time, ANNIE
the Bureau other^

be
b7C

the Atlanta' Peace -Council, ah affiliate of the. American Peace
Crusade, is set forth in the report of SA C. DALLAS MOBLEY;,

7-31-53, at Atlanta, captioned "AMERICAN PEACE CRUSADE",
Bureau file 100-377391.

Ahianfra Security Informant of known .reliability > a

LEATHERS and
of ANNIE MAE LEATHERS , has advised that ANNIE. MAE

*«*«**«-..« ^^, would- both he hostile toward -an

interview wi£h the FBI, §nd Would not admit Communist Party

aefcivifcy.'otf

TSiis recommendation is further based on thp fpi fit that this

b2
b6
b7C
b7D

me.

office has coverage on ANNIE. MAE IEATHERS,|
and the Atlanta Peace Coqhcil through the above mentioned
Security Informant^ and' one Potential Security Informant

,

The activities of the Atlanta Peace Council

Co- da«e consist of %

he
b7C
b7D

(1) Attending the Peace Lobby in Washington, D. C, in
June,, 1953. .i

\

(2) Selling subscriptions to the "Peace Reporter", a publi-
cation of the American Peace Crusade..

Holding small meetings , on a waeKTy basis, in one of the

slum areas of the City of Atlanta, where the LEATHERS
family resides.

.

3.

CO The membership is estimated at approximately ten or
twelve people, all of whom are known to this office

- 7 -

- '" J



AT> 100-4447

§ «

They have sold an estimated 100 sybs.cr^^fcions to the above
paper, ar\d_are reported to have approximately $30.00 In their
treasury JSj^f '' .-*

They are attempting to raise money in the above manner
in order to attend an American Peace Crusade meeting in
New York City, in November, 1953

.

This group .has failed to even receive newspaper publicity
in Atlanta. They have made no known efforts to recruit
anyone- into the Communist Party. M.-
The Communist influence on this group is known to be cpn-
fined to Ifcft nT*o*flnig:AT»R .and officers, Who are ANNIE MAE
LEATHERS , |__

I LEAH YOUNG, the three LEATHERS
sisters $ ane above identified.

GEORGE DILLAKD advises that in the event ANNIE MAE LEATHERS and
I
are subpoenaed and appear, they expect a small

demonstration by this groups for publicity reasons.

The Washington Field Office .is requested to re*interview PAUL
CROUCH, and to -determine' from him what testimony he will give
in ..the 'event he appears as above mentioned „

No recommendation is being made by the Atlanta Division for an
interview with -.Mr. BUDENZ, as a proposed* witness before' this
committee, inasmuch as 'his official status and position with
respect to furnishing information is not known to, the Atlanta

.

Office. An interview with Mr* BUDENZ in this* respect should be
considered by the Bureau;

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

ADDENDUM s

Enclosed are newspaper clippings *frpm the .Atlanta Constitution,
of October '27,, 1953* concerning Governor TALMAflQE fS press
release o The former Communist fellow travelers and Communist
sympathisers , who are alleged by TALMADGE to be holding high
positions of authority in Georgia, are the above mentioned
professors employed by the University System*

Confidential Source l I
advise.d on

October '27, 1953* that both Atlanta newspaper would oppose
the -creation of the above mentioned legislative committee.

be
b7C
b7D

- 8* --
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BULKY EXHIb... - INVENTORY OF PROPERTY ACQUIRfi AS EVIDENCE

Bottles
100-20396 .„ Ablftntin

Field Division

Date

Title and 'Character of Case:

Date Property Acquired:

Date of Revn«^i^---r-^^

WHERE SHO^K OiHIX/lbJ!

Source From Which Property Acquired: -. 4-,^-* f f-jjg

11/22/U8

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit:
Bt(3fey ^^it cabinet

Reason for Retention of Property and
Efforts Made to Dispose of Same: Record, evidence and investigative aid

Description of Property or Exhibit and
Identity of Agent Submitting. Same: Exhibits 1A1 through 1A22

3.

h.

5.
6.

7,
8.

9.
10.
11.

si.

ill.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

V U-

Mail tracings . «»»
Letter dated. 9/l2/lil to "Dear Friend Don" and signed "Barold£

Signed statement of JOEL MATHEWS, dated 1/8/U2

Letter signed "Don", See Ser. 79 (destroyed of no value 7/10/52}

Eicerpts from speech of D. L. WEST, Supt., Lula High School

Lula High School "The Scrapper", containing photo of DOM) L. WEST
_, , _

Spectate of handwriting of DONalD I.. TOST on photostat of application for license

Photos, of DONA ID L, TOST '.-^-.^ '" f < - \s"^"*~
Campaign literature m^n\l0r R£C0ftn3?«& 1

Readers Scope Magazine, see P. UO (Article onD. ^^m^^Tg «««*«.«.
Folder, "Georgia's- Crisis**, mimeographed letter on letterhead** 7a^.ta# committee>

;i

Atlanta, Ga;, advertisement for book »&pds of Southeiajg^fc" by DOW TOST 1

(3P Membership, Card #96*336 for JIM TOBgJ'^J
.A „ 7TT"

:

"S"^4. ^ nf
Photostatic copy of ' pamphlet, "The Voice of ^bhe Fighting 3out£« and statement of

P^t-posa'and objectives Committee to Aid the Fighting South b7c

Hough drLingg of 5 cheeks- payable to. DON' TOST, Defense Committee (destroyed 7/l0/^

Photos of TSKisa. GOFF Tilth D. L. WEST; Terminal Station, 6/10/U8 ,»

Photos of TOST, PRICE and STAFFORD taken 3/26A8' and profile photo of TOST.

Ifeil tracings 8A8 (destroyed 7/10/52)- " _-\v /w>y,
,.

Photostatic copy of P. 5 of "The Daily Worker" for 6/22A7

Photo of;D.QH WEST from 19U8 Oglethorpe Uhiversi-ty Year Book
„ ^ n A _ . „ . \

Photostats of Teachers reccrds for ^BEL CONSTrNC^.TOST at DeKalb County Board ot

HtetofTOto of drivers license applicatio^for DOf TOST and MABEL ADA^/iEST and

•ipMtBffl.ef#sigiaatur©8 "%i«K3^* \ \ CC
.100-559 &S$i*M* \

lW

3 - Bareau 3
2 -Atlanta

k 4 •?<
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f JEXHlBIT' - BTOTTORT OF PEOPERTT .ACQUIRERS EVIDENCE

100-20396 $'1<- Atlnirtfr.
*""'- -Field Division

VW& Date

Title and' Character of Case:
' O

3D0H&.H> IES WE3.T

SM-G

rfiJi

Date* Property Acquired:

Source. From
,
Which; Property Acquired:: g^ Antonio Eield Office

Location of Property Or Bulky Exhibit:
^tilty Exhibit Cabinet

Reason for Retention of Property and
Efforts,Made;to dispose: pf Same: -

Evidence

description of Property or Exhibit and
Identity of Agent Submitting , Same:

3ne cppy of botfe entitled "Ihe EoSd is Rpcfcy" by DOJT WSf

i&° ya

hA

*or-«a ~sr t/\
i9§3 -|

1

w

Field Fi

& & %&
3 - Bureau
% «* Atlanta
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BUMY EXHIBIT * iNVENTOEI OF EROPMlTI ACiQUIRED* AS EVIDMCE

Bu£ile,: iOQr.20396 JWc Atlanta ' Field Division

B/10/<V Date

>• z

Titl* and Character of Case:
fiomn)^

^

3SvC

Date Property Acquired:
5/32/1$

Source Erom Which Property Acquired:

* Georgia State Board of Education
AtlantaV G&.

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit: ' '
,

BtL&y Exhibit Cabinet

Reason for Retention of Property and ; Record
Efforts Made to Dispose of Same:

***•*'

be -

b7C

Description of Property or Exhibit -and
Identity of Agent Submitting Same: "* $&>

Ifeotostatie copy of complete file.on MABEL C* AB&1SS WEST at leathers*

Certificate SgGb±6&$ Georgia Department of $duc£tion

IL

\

^

i^

^

Field File #j 100-^9'
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Ffi-192

•BULKY EXHIBIT ~ INVENTORY OF' PROPERTY ACQUIRED AS EVIDENCE.

Bufile: 100-20396 . 5 J
'-.

.. / A^nfo'.. Field; Division.

8/10/53 Date

Title and Character of Case: BCmJD tEE WEST'
2S-C .

Date Property Acquired: t/YlDxZ

.Source From Which- Property Acquired: - Various' informah'-te

Location of' Property or Bulky Exhibit: Bulfcgr Exhibit Cabinet

Reason for Retention of Property and Evidence
Efforts Made to Dispose of Same:

prescription of Property or Exhibit and
of Agent Submitting Same: SS

b6
b7C

Bocte of poems entitled »Ciib <fr«s# by poailD IE& W$3<F .

Bamphldt entitled *A Christian Fellq^Bhip Jfessage^ fcy Rer« BOSAID I. WEST
Booklet entitled n3oliga for Southerfi Worker*** prepared, by DC8J TOJBlE

Copy of pamphlet entitle^*Th* Span** April &nd Ifay- l9hl %*&m
1ferdh> April* *nd Jjay;i$>liX issue* of ttThe Country Parson1*

X IS UNCUSSREB.

*
-•

'

' j^rr'BECORDED
~

t

/ i.

)%
1"

,**

&s

field File #2 100-,£&
3 - Bureau __ . A*
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BULEy EXHIBIT - INVENTORY OF PROPERTYACQUIRED AS EVIDENCE

Bufile: 100-2039$ -v* <- Atlanta "~ Field Division

8/10/& ' Date

k
Title and Character # Case: dq^^j bse/^.,.

SM-0

r Date Property Acquired: 7/26/U8

Source From Which* Property Acquired: SttrvAXLance-

Location of Property or B^lky EAibitr BtOIgr Exhibit Cabinet

Reason for Retention of Property find'

Efforts Made to Dispose -of/Same* *

Description of Property or Exhibit and
Identity of Agent Submitting Same;

Record* imr«sidgatiye mid, possibly
t&e< as evidepce

Sk
*b6

b7C

0n# partial yoll ot 16 rtm Jijrn pertaining to abe>y© subject

HERB»lSWClASSr~

M 21 ,353

S

^-4

Field File #: 100-£&

',.*!•« *- < 3- Burfeiwi

r$EP42
"l$r*
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' FD-192
(7-^*7-52)

BULKI EXHIBIT -* INVENTORT OF PROPERTY ACQUIRED AS EVIDENCE

Bufile: 10O-2O35& ^ '- Atl?nta "
... Field Division

-•;

8/10/53 Date

: #
Title and Character of Case: DCNAID £• 1EST

ISrrC

Date Property Acquired: 6/2UM

Source From Which Property Acquired: HGXT IT. BHOPf^ Brunswick, Ga,

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit: Bulky ExhiMt Cabinet

Reason for Retention of Property and
Efforts Made to Dispose of Same: Evidence,

Description pf Property or Exhibit, and
Identity of Agent Submitting Same* g&

b6
b7C

One iMBVB of; the .back "Soil *bd Eunger'V po^ms >y BOH WEST

Issues o£ ^fee Gountty Parson1*

One issue of"-*&*, Southern He^s &3mv&&* ^ \^

IS UlCUSSlREp

J#^

Field File #:. 10O-$$9

l:3g$ SEP 4 Si

t"



y # * FD-192
(7-12-52)

"BULKI 'EXHIBIT -MNVENTORI OF PROPERTY' ACQUIRED AS EVIDENCE

Bufile:. 100-20396 .
. /. yfr c '

. Atfemta- '

.,

:

,

"

, , .Field D'ivisidn

*•'

8/3.0/^3

-F

Title and Character of Case: DONft.fi) IEE 1EST
'

, IS-&

Diate

Date Property Acquired: 5/25/liB

SourbeErbm -Which Property Acquired: &sst# Sfcl» — —^^
. , ^ Fulton. Gotmty Co-urt Hpnsfe

Location of Property or Bulky E^ibit: ^^^ Exhibit Cabinet

>Reason for Retention of .Property and **_.,
Efforts 'Made to .Dispose of Same

:

- .

evidence

b6
b7C

Description x>t Property or Exhibit aiid

Identity of Agent Submitting Same: :SA GEORGE P. DILlARD

.

' b6
-. b7C j$f

Writings and literature of DON* 'BEST secured abbut 193U by Asst; Sol*
*

JJ)^

UUiFOR
HEREM IS UWftSSIFIED

^mt

Field File #:100-#?9
3 -.Bureau
2 ** At!lanta

5.8 SEP 4 flSS
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BULKY, EXHIBIT * - DJtMTORI OF PROPERTY- ACQUIRED AS- EVIDENCE

Bufile: 100-20396 * ^
"r '~"

- «— •- -Field Division
Allauto

•O/lOffJ"- --

Title- jtod Character of Case: D0N4ED ISE T3ES2

SIM)

.Date

Date Property Acquired: 8/7/1*8

Spurpe From Which Property Acquired: New York Xftv.

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit:-
Bt0^ ft^M-t- Oafeinet

Reason for Retention of Property and !

Efforts Made to JDispose of "Same: Evidence

riptioh of Property or Exhibit and
Identity of Agent Submitting Same:-

Photostats of pages of "The Daily Vforker" for date? indicated:

mrcliXS, l93ii, P. £ . '

June 11,, 103k, K.Ik 2
Junel^ l$3U,-pi

"

November 1, 1935, P.. 7
July 20* 1?36, P» 1 & 2
October %> #36, P, £

M.tJ»FORWAT»N.COHTAWE0

VS UNCLASSIFIED

/'::* -''

2B.AUL 21 1953' 3

£

3*

J^

w!$*

Field File #s 100*559

- \ 3 - Bureau

58SEP*-40SP»
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File No.: 146-7-117L
ioo-eos^^""

Office of Origin: Atlanta

Born (Country & Date) : U. S. , 6/6/08

If Naturalized
(a) Year :

(b) Prior Nationality:

If Alien, Nationality:.

Last Report Reviewed: 12-4-51
5-4-51 (S)

Organizations

:

Activities:

Remarks.:

AIL INKHttffOT

HEREINWUNCLA
1

DATE

- security Jr^^natlotx
' "rs>"

Name : DONAlW '' "lyTWSST

Address:

Occupation : Unemployed

Employer:

Last Activity:

ms

kp
K*#

*T1

X33 „ wiL?—

_

r^* O
C/>

-<, >
£ — Z33

-l
""*— o

CO en

o
r- ro

-a

ro
CO

VQ -a
m 2^ j>
o 2-:^ zo
—

i

v> rn
-O <L73 O
21 C-*^

<^

BUREAU ADDENDUM:
Enclosure to memorandum dated
4£-/ 7—JZf. from the AAG in Charge
of the Criminal Livision approving the
name of captioned individual for inclusion
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DONALD LEE WEST, was.
SECURITY MATTER - C •

date: 3/5/54
'

-V:']' V^'T -'. ]

CONEIDl

* Mi-. Vfc-t'rcewrt,

JTIAL I Mr, fl»Hi«K3L—-<;

n*^ I Miss GftE<t*-

—

REGISTERED MAIL

ReBulet 2/23/54.

flnih flonfc 1ntei?vlevjed bv Special Agents ALDEH F. MILLER
and

|
|
on subject's farm located

twelve miles from DpugJLasville, Ga., VJEST lives alone
on this farm at the present time, and apparently is
.actively engaged in productive farm activity,

WEST alleged that he was "being persecuted" for his
"honest beliefs"., and described himself as a "princi-
pled man, and "an ordained minister of Jesus Christ".
He stated he had never, participated in any group
or individual activity, nor ever wrote or said any-
thing in which he. did not sincerely believe at the
time he so spoke or acted.

WEST observed that he is a "principled man" who
only to * "accomplish good" for his fellow man, and in
so doing, worked with any individual or groups, who had
the same objectives as he did.. In this regard, he
said he has hot actually belonged to the Communist

"Party since the time (1935-36) that he was employed-
as a District Organizer for the 'Communist Party in
the State of Kentucky* He said, however, that he had
continued associations with persons whom he "believed
to be Communists", -and in this regard referred to

HOMER BATES CHASE (subject of Internal Security
Matter - C, Smith Act of 1940 case, Bufile 100-349078).
He reiterated, however, that these associations
occurred as. a result of his mutual objective of
"accomplishing good" for his fellow man, mentioning
that so far as his relations with CHASE were concern-
ed they solely resulted from the mutual interest in
the organization of the Progressive Party of Georgia,
and the Presidential candidacy of HENRY A, WALLACE
in 1948.
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WEST stated he was a strong admirer of WALLACE., and be-

lieved in the original objectives o£.the Progressive

toty of Georgia* ^ry^ *« oJrtmeA that "HOMER BATES

^iSASE, F.nnTn.F^ONTAK. / \ and outsiders from

New York and" other places" by tneir domineering attitude,

ruined all chances of success of this 'liberal party.

He pointed out that he had constantly differed with
>

CHASE

during the organization and forming of the Progressive

Party of Georgia, and stated "Do you think that if I were

in the Communist Party at that time that 1 would be at

liberty to differ with CHASE", .west Expressed extreme

be
b7C

distaste for CHASE, TONTAK, and all of whom have

been identified with Communist Party activity in Georgia

in the past. . / -/ < •* -•

WEST observed that he was extremely resentful of the

treatment he had received "in the hands of the McCARRAN

Sub -Committee" (apparently referring to H. S. Senate Sub-Committee

hearings held about 8/13/52) . WEST pointed out that a paid

informer", HARVEY M. MATUSOW, had, (apparently on 3/5/52)
given sworn testimony that VJEST was (l) a Baptist preacher;

(2) a Boy Scout Troon Leader; and (3) that he had alleged-

ly met WEST at a Communist Party meeting in 1951*

WEST stated that he considered that it would be a relative-

ly easy matter to prove perjury against MATUSOW since WJiST

was (1) not a Baptist, but an ordained minister of the

Congregational Faith) (2) that he had never participated

in the Boy Scout movement; and (3) that he was sure that

the FBI had information available. or could get information

which would prove that VJEST had not belonged to the

Communist Party for many years.

VEST said that for the above reasons he granted an inter-

view to "Atlanta Journal" newspaper ^eporter,
m
CELE^^E

SIBLEY, and that the article written by CELESTINB^SIBLEY ~

appearing in the "Atlanta Journal" on 8/14/52, accurately

expressed his views concerning the "false testimony made

against WEST in the McCARRAN Committee Hearings.

Summary of Observations as a Result of Interview:

(1) WEST did not appear to be very cooperative in that

- 2 -
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he declined to go into any detail or be specific.

(2) WEST contradicted allegations of membership in
the Communist tarty since 1936, hut did admit asso-
ciations with known Communists as indicated in Summary
Report of SA G. DALLAS MOBLEY, at Atlanta, dated,
"4/21/53.

(3) It is not believed that WEST would be available
as a witness > nor that he would make a satisfactory
witness due to his highly nervous temperament, and
tendency to insist on making generalized statements

.

(4) WEST does not appear to be available as a source
of. information or an informant.

(5) No further contacts with WEST are contemplated
UACB,

Report follows.

- 3 -
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S.ufcg&ct coiltinues to farm and reside at RFB #^ Dougla^vllle

«

Ife* Informant advised that on U-25-53J
L

Durkam, E^C*, deliversa 2,b'J0 copies of

/
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* boot, authored by E38T-, entitled "The Road ' is Bocky", to
subject at Douglacville, Ga. allegedly delivered
these books from the Abernethy Book Store, Chapei Hill. H.c*.
and WEST reportedly paid him $800 upon delivery. Abernethy
Book Shop, Chapel Hill, H.C,,, operated by MILTON AVABfT
ABERiETHy and his wife, MLW1& ABBREETHY* AHERHEEHX5 called -

before Senate internal Security Commfctee in spring.,. 1953, and
declined to answer most questions on grounds of Fifth Amendment*
KDfiSA. ABSRHEEHT identified by informant as member of CP.
WEST interviewed 3-2-5^ WEST said he had' not actually
belonged to C3? since about 1935-36 when- he was District *.« - 1*

Organizer of CP in Kentucky; He admitted subsequent . v I

*''*'

associations with persons he "believed to be Communists". *

He explained such associations based on his support of game
causes As those in which CP interested at time, such as
Progressive Party of Georgia. during 1948, However, denies
such support by him was result of his affiliation with or
support of CP as such but only incidental to WEST'S support '/'&&:uw^Ui " vx ^ **w y u<jn Du.li onxy inciaen-cai to WEST'S support ^/ fiAr*'of same objectives as CP* f§ub jec c 'aiu not appear coooerativeTJ St^^

V
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A-J&uca Journal on August lk> 1<?5&* WESS auvisai that -:*3 report by

tire* SIBLEY "accurately expressed my Vievs concerning ^uis laiue vesoiiiony"

an.r'tter, *;**, I-ES3?ji Jiad n*tfrin * further to ana w bna ii^oraia^iun vbich ha

ha^ lurnisn^i Mrs» SIBX5Y*

i1^ Atiarjica Journal, a JaiV ne^apa^ar ^riusoi in Atlanta ,, Gaor^ia, uato,^
^

r

August i^> 1952, carrier tbo result oi' an inccrvie-w by Mrs* CFtfSSEIii^SBJSY

Q\\o*;K-m$/ ^* SI3I3Y x^or^ai usao V2SBxJ "angrily ^aiiiea Weanaeaay that

iiQ iTTI^Wr of oho Coaaunisw i-arty or tbat lie jartic^ataa in any exVort

;,o irnfiltraiia vile Boy Scout; sipvsa;eiit vJUn Boo oropaganuan *

lirs* SIB'XSY-i^f-oroe:' U;ai V/SSfc uas ia'oerviG^e* in coiiuecvioit ^ith uug publication

ox a genata cubcoamittee roooru previous Keou3s;.ay in T^nington, B*C* Sue

auoLes ^'SSl1 ae static "Tfell, 33na*;or McCarraa —~- Ho soos CouKsurikuc una^r

3/ory bs U Txie tru^h is no a la aim. As ior *eftie i&ouso*; rooori>r I am not a

Batttia* cler&md} 1 Fato nev^r been a tup&ist eiergynaii ana I*ve r^ver ha;

any-cbics co >o with tta Boy Scouts i I have i^e greav^t adotirawlo*> ror vno 2o,>

ScouS craa^i^a^ion^ a« », as I £00* iVLouo ii* Our -rao ^au^htsrs auoeuu Gir^

Scous camp - bu^ I *. on't ooe &aa* has anything to ,0 uivb, this"*
.

1&** SIBZSY's x-epor&cOxXwirAies^ "IJESX eaitl tie ba^ boen oruain^in tb?

Congregational Cavxch and nad pro&cbe** several years a^o, rBut I'm noc

.i-bii^-aayihia^ »ui; exce^ti trying xo make a Uvins out l^re' 11

* Tno article

concl^ues "'Jney won 1 a 1^ ^ aloua,(!rSST GAI^}^ Kwou^y years a#> I wote a

poeei Whicli a^'oare-l iii Ife Daily WorLer*
, it

. l P
vaes a Communis ^ tsa*m* Any jouuc

o3rooa w'Uo ie"no--o a Mbcl is 1^0 uorui^^a^V^^^ tii0t a Coa\auiiis« uo«% I

ara a Georgia i'arau* !feoh I aoarfcsU ror^the*
1 x^opi^ :^rojr-ssi^j ^arby ^^

Cotitsv riis ts i'ou^i^^ ov^oa^JL an. ataafiks-i ae a:^ raucS ae HilUrfl I-ScOXLL ha£j^

(FAt3E HcGIiii ia ilie~ editor ox tbe Atlanua. Uo-.x-.li'tuciou; an Atlanta uaily

na^c vapor*)

!,I l.on'c tbink ii Ooss any goo* -oo u^uy or clui^ I belief in ^na ir>acni>o-

ox J.?£susi* I believe ir cLerc is o*:g Vixiji^ you can live by i^ Uis t^yinj

cca'w *3y iiieir *xruiws ys shall iaiotc tbosi 1

,* I 1 11 bo conteut wo i^ riu^vni by

xccj xrvtit0%

- c -



.Best Copy #
* ' *

Li£ii-io>*^nvs ;*•

5 /JUT

Capitol, Atlanta*
0-,

T^lrsvills, Qa» . ^V~' ** 'b7D

-e V^SS 1

? contact #- JUI^l* •rail- rn

>3f£flII-iGjrit

Cr:'> b6
wx-v :-jc.v4orron^a-» b7c

orally cc *-tlu:vca ;'ilo
'3>^-; r

Ii->17

lOO^o^i;'

^sc^^;^^'

k



Best Copy

'T 120-^$

<b2

h7D

IniXu'.&ativi:

b6
Td7C

1>v..-3 or :

12o c *cri
t
ri»i *J r* v *

lOCCv t<3 J'

tJ.'. Ke[

device ioar:t,

]?ro& CM Itp'otev to
4 Unknown

Atlases, 3-£i>i>*u
^ar^-::er aocv^-en cation
u>>t cvailaLle*

Ho saekgrcujuv*
;b6

b7C

rr-i-

Referral/ Consult

go Ciiarlot^e

Olvice r:ac?. :

.

2-7 .

CT letter to
-Atlanta 3^2-^1
H^rscir/ic courco
rnct ^ivoa)

b2
b6
b7C
b7D

lie opar&cl^n AZSi^BtlHy M

Sort: Scow, Cl^rel Hill,

-He

Greensboro, I;*C* 1~£^**5*.

Atlanta letter 'to iJireev.or aatcK- i-Scvaabor 23* 1^53*

Bureau letter to A"olam,a aateu /ebrvary -3* 3-25^*

O^urioots Init-^r v^ *AI&t>-& .-.als-A li^rch. ££, 125''*

JiX

A^ V-'i^^V^ev^l

at i;>;.>i*-:.n

fc



5BBJS1—

% • FD-122
(10-18-49-}

Office Memorandum • united states government

BJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-20396)"

SAC, ATLANTA (100-559) •

$ C
DON/LID IEE lNEST, was . Reasorf
SM - C Date o

A£>t>
_ i\i9i)&^

.Card U.m

ALL^OralAnOMnSDN/AllsrED
HEREkiatoCIASSTfflfaiDEXCEFT .J" // ?
WHERE k$»fo OIHiMH. 01 J

'

J
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared; oh the^^
above captioned individual..

J

X The Security Index Card on the captioned' individual should be (j, |£ f£ «]
changed as follows: (Specify change only)

"

00®

.HAGS. SEX NATIVE BORN. NATURALIZED ALIEN

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify
)_

TAB .FOR DETCOM .

DATE OF BIRTH .

TAB FOR COMSAB

RESIDENCE ADDRESS

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing conce address)

'fhj?
(^•NATURE OF- INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List)

J£&.
Jggjwy *!.

1 ! ii um um i iWi lSkwH

I

REGSSTEREC^ff^.
ETK.'SIB

;2̂

NOT RECORDED

2 APR ii> 1954

<v.

I
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. WAITED STATiS GOVERNMENT

date,: February 11, 1955, FBI (100-20396}

, ATLANTA (10Q-559).

SONAED tJsdllEST
SM-C .

Reference Bureau airtel January 28 iqk£ anri Maw tfork
formerairtel February 3, '1955 captioned

security informant > containing inkoi'iiouioBB concerning b7D

corrective action to be taken in those cases where
information was furnished by JJ&Tfc&GW:.

In $his connection, reference is made to Mew York
letter to Atlanta dated February 5, 1955 captioned as
above.

y' \ In accordance with' Bureau instructions as set forth in
\f< /referenced airte!s> Atlanta letter to the Bureau dated

*\ 4$ September ; 11, 1:952^ copies • to Cincinnati and' Washington
r^v Field> are to be appropriately corrected so indicating
11 that mfflM M&TUSOW is. of known un^eiiability.

The Atlanta copy of this .communique has b&en so corrected*

AFM/bd
(8)

2cc: New York (info)(l00*-22l29)(i00-9%01^ Sub A)
ice: Washington Field (100>l&?93j

J
1

ice?
icct

Cincinhi
AT file

•t

b2
b7D

IB- OT0.D3*i

!'f \*!'•'

t * V *':V5* '

tEB fS 5: *? ^
r

f]

ttf -

J.***



; #

OFFICE. M&KORAMHli-
W

UNITED states: goverm^mT'

TO

FR0M

#

; DIRipTOR, FBI (100-2039.6). DATE?- 2/8/55

f$ SAG, CINCINNATI (100-2820)

O. ACL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

b2
b7D

SUBJECT : j)0KiU3D EEE WEST
-SE.ouRi.ir miiER - o

Re New York airtel dated 2/±/S5 and New York teletype dated 2/3/££
captioned HARVEY MATUSOW, .Former Security Informant, It is noted ffiTUSOT
was an ihformarit of the New York Office from June to July,. 195>Q>, under symbol

and an informant in Albuquerque until Decembe„r> 195>0, under' symbol
Retels instructed that the /following action should be, taken with
to information furnished by MTUSOW?regard

1,

2.,

3.

Reports from MATUS0W should be labeled to ind-jcate that information
from him is, of known unreliability and should not be disseminated
to outside agencies unless corroborated ;bj other reliable sources,.
in which event the information furnished by MATU80& should be identi-
fied as coming from an individual of known unreliability. Each
Bureau Office which iVas been furnished informaticm from MTUSOW
should be instructed to note i£p files accordingly.

All reports, letters^, teletypes, airtels and radiograms containing
uncorroborated or disproven information from MATUSOW which have
been disseminated by each office to the Bureau, other Bureau
offices and/or outside agencies must be corrected to reflect the
known unreliability pf'MMUSOW; 'The* above corrective action will,,
require, that you furnis.h the- Bureau,, other Bureau offices> and,
where necessary, outside agencies ,letters identifying the case by-

title and character together with the dates of communications
containing information received from MATUSOW". If the information
is set out in reports, the cover letters should include the necessary
amended pages and show the name .of the reporting agent, date and'

place of report* as well as the title and character of the report.

In each instance where corrective action is taken, you must advise
the Bureau by separate letter captioned "HARVElf MATUS0Y/, FORJ'Ht
SECURITY INBGHl&NT," of

.

fiCD:TO

CCs 6&-2397A

REGISTERED MAIL

GCt 1 - Atlanta (10.0*559:) ('HM-)

Z •-* New York (EM) '

.

W»4
^*

NOT RECORDED^ FEB 10 1955

%



W» ^
*

^Wr

(a) The title and character of the casej -

(b) The name of the subject as furnished by

ISATUSCOT.

(c) The Bureau file number where known.

(d) The identity of the Bureau office and/or outside

agency, together with that agency 1 s location,

"(e) If the correction was made by latter of if

axaen&e'd pages were submitted*

U, Tou must instruct each interested Bureau Office, which has jmade

further dissemination of such information from M&TUSOW to follow

the specific instructions contained in Item 2 above,

5. Each office should set up a control file regarding the above

corrective action so that upon completion of same you will be

able to submit to the Bureau a final letter under the caption

KilKVET MA.T
TJSGr

, Former Security Informant, identifying each

case by title, character, Bufile 'where khowii, and the- date of

the communi cati on

.

6, The Bureau considers this project of utmost importance- and,

therefore, you must immediately assign sufficient agent

personnel to handle this project of review and corrective

action so that it mil be completed 7?ithin five days of the

receipt of this letter, without fail. The above instructions

must be relayed to all other interested Bureau offices,

A review of subject's file reflects that this office disseminated

the communications hereinafter set out* Miere the communication is a report

an appropriate number of copies of amended pages are enclosed for the

Bureau and for the offices receiving copies in the original, or a subsequent

distribution. The distribution for each report is shown and the amended

pages are indicated. All reports, unless otherwise designated, are dated

at Cincinnati, Ohio,

Ymere distribution of reports reflects copies were fximished

intelligence agencies, letters are being directed to these agencies for oho

return of the reports so amended pages can be inserted and the old pages

destroyed.

Inhere a communication is a letter or memo to the Bureau and/o?

to field offices, it is requested that the known unreliability of MATDSOT

be indicated on the admiJunLcationv

This completes corrective action in subject's file in this office.

The disseminated communications ares

- 2 ~



¥?*

DOMED IEE WEST
SECURITY: MA.TTER

Cincinnati letter to Bureau dated 9/25/52. f}/***/**'

Disseminaton: 1 - Atlanta (100-559)
2 - New York

- 3 -



\ STANDARD FORM NO. 64

ce * 'UNITED ST.. ^J . GOVERNMENT

TO

fi^ FROM :

AN2

iyj SUBJECT:

Director, FBI (100-20396)

SAO,, New York (100-22129)

DONALD LEEfWEST
SM-0

DATE: 2/5/55

Rebuairtel 1/28/55 and NY airtel 2/3/5'5 captioned "HARVEST

£$ MATtlSOltf, Former Security Informant*1 containing Instructions
concerning corrective action to be taken in those cases where
information was furnished by MATUSOW.

In this connection, reference is also made to Cincinnati
letter to Bureau,, 9/25/52.J captioned as above ' Pursuant to
Stab fees instructions as set. forth in reairtels^ the NYO copy
of relet has been corrected and it is requested that the Bureau
and other offices take the appropriate corrective action regarding
the information contained in relet.

ALL INFORMATION

HERON IS

0ATEJ5 i-m

1 - Atlanta (100-^9)
1 - Cineinn-ati (100<-2820)
1 *. NY 100^94014 Sub A
SPCiEXP

1S&

/&/)-> go3?g -

l' to

-,:d

lw'j/>

//.
•v

a

MM



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Director, FBI (ICO- 20396) dAte:

. SAC, New York (100-22129)

DONAID EEKWEST
SM-C

Rebuairtel 1/28/55 and NY airt el. 2/3/55 captioned "HARVEY

|5r MATUSOWj Former Security informant" containing, instructions
•concerning Corrective action to be taken in those cases where
information was. furnished by HATTJSOW.

Ih this connection., a reference is made to Atlanta let

( r to Bureau, 11/7/52, ih the .above captioned matter » Pursuant

rVto the instructions contained in rebuairtels, the NYO copy of

^tftxW relet has been corrected and it is requested that the Bureau
v j» and other offices take the appropriate corrective action

regarding the information set out in relet-.

1 *. Atlanta (100-559)
1 - Washington Field (100-rl8793)

1 * NY 100-9ij.01^ Sub A

»v FEb .; 1955

SPOrEXP

i?i

/

l*
n

i 1955

J



WiTED SfAXES GOVERNMENT

\WA-' FROM :

SUBJECT:

Director, ^BI
' (100-20396)

SAG,, Hew' York ( 100-22129)

DONALD LEE WEST

DATE: 2/5/5S

Rebuairtel 1-/28/55 and M airtel 2/3/55 captioned "HARVEY
MATIJSOVJ, Former Security Informant" containing instructions
concerning corrective action to fee taken in those cases where
information was' furnished by MATHSOW.

In this' connection, reference is made to Bfyl$t to Bureau
1/8/53 captioned as abovb. In accordance with Bureau instructions
&&. s<et forth in reairtels* the KYG copy of relet has 'been
corrected and it is requested that the Bureau and other offices
take the appropriate corrective action regarding the information
set gopth in relets

/*fcA\Y

s: %Km

1 - Atlanta (100-559)
1 .--NY 100-9)+01l4. Sub A

SPCrBXF •

/

(5S teAft 4

t i l
fc £o - 1955

<m^ry^

6°'



SUBJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI (.100-2039$)

SAO, ATLANTA (lOO-*559).
'

DONAED LEE~WEST
SM-C

a^^BCrnsKpriaBNT '

DATEs February 11, 1955

Reference Bureau airtel January 28, 1955 arid New York
I

;,,, airtel February 3.,' 1955 captioned HARVEY MATUSOW* former
; security informant, containing instructions concerning

corrective action to be taken in those cases where
information was furnished by MATUSOW*

In this connection a reference is made' to Washington Field
v- *

Jester to the Bureau dated December 22, 1952, with copy to
S\jt A1?lan*a;> captioned as above* Pursuant to the instructions

0^/f

if \

vHr / contained in referenced Bureau airtels the Atlanta copy of*
ifiM referenced letter has been corrected and it is requested
1 that the Bureau and Washington Field Office take the appro-

priate corrective action regarding the information Set out
in referenced letter.

AFM/bd
(7)

2cc: New York (info) (100*22129) (100-9^014 Sub A)
Ice: WashinginrLJEield (100-18793)
liLCJ AT fil^ [

'. b2
. b7D y>y

X*

//

^^

a - iw

*
a i*> . * -

_^^_

f * *r



V
^STANDARD FORM NO. 64

rti 1
Office IS/hmotWndufn .•..jj-sitjsp.-sstateS" government

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-2.0,396)

SAC*, WFO ,ClbO«l8793)

DATE: 3/li|/£5

SUBJECT:
(9

DONALD mt WEST
SM-C

f
i° Re Buais?tel to New York !/£&/$$ i and;, W^O airtel

3/9/55 entitled "HAHHET M* M'ATUSOW, FC)RMER CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMANT^.

MFQ fil$s reflect information concerning, MATUSOW
under captioned subject was .forwarded to Bureau, .Atlanta,
and Cincinnati* In accordance with Bureau instructions re
above airtel*s> the WFO cornmunication. has been corrected.

It is requested thai? the, Atlanta Division take
appropriate corrective action regarding the information
which was transmitted.

follows:
The "WFO cpimuunication: referred to^ £bove is as

WFO letter to Director dated 12,

fFO letter to Director dated 9,

Cincinnati*

2/22/£2,
A9/52, c

cc Atlanta..
c Atlanta anc

H

Corrective action was also taken in Atlanta letter
to Bureau, dated 9/li/j?2j cc Cincinnati; and, Atlanta letter
to Bureau datedjy./Z/f|2, cc Cincinnati and New York.

AMRrBRH:

2 - Atlanta (100-559) hJft^-
2 - Cincinnati ^Kfil
2 -. ftew York (100-22129^*.
1 - WFO

| 1 b2
b7D

INFORMATION CONTAINED

EREIN IS RECORDED . n M-'Jl.<>3?6

«£>..

is KAR$? 1855

/Cfr***r
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4T

4T

%

SAG, Atlanta <lQ0~2?$j

Director, FBI ,(l<30*20396

DONALD tim X'JESI

-

jfe s Boardman
«-fJ(Belmont
^JPcojt . or
cc - Simpson* /

''?.-.%'.
1

June a^,

^Cur%I
ndoxOard0aac9i .

d

Reurlet elated June 10, %&$$%. in tfhich you
recommended that subject be. retained on the Security
Index, #ho Bureau disagrees with $ron# recommendation
in view of the fact that no information has been
developed establishing Communist Party activities
on the part of this individual -during the past five
years and there is nd information in the filo
indicating his activities meet the criteria for
inclusion in the Security Index as set forth in
$M tetter 55*36.-

*

Sub^ect^S Security Index card is accordingly
being, cancelled at the Bureau, and you should take
appropriate action with, respect to the subjeet rs .

Security Index card maintained in your- office* lou :

should | howover, remain alert for any Communist
Party or Communist front activities onifeehalf of
this individual and if any such information comes
to your attention j the Bureau should bo promptly
advised*

std^msB±m^i
Attachment to memo to Boardman from Belmont,. 6/2*f/55^
samg caption., RESramc. '

*

Tolson —
Boardman
Nichols __

Belmont

flarbo

Mohr

RDS:amc ^ MrfwiJWWiininirt

ft,' Lv .
(

-.

V



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED JROH
FJJJfcj&JTTilWATTil DECLASSIFICATION GUI!

10™14™z6lO ,

:^^<^UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ' ,

TO Director, FBI (100-20396.)

SAO, Atlanta (100-559)
1

'

DATE: 6/10/55

subject: DONJEUD LEE

»***

SHU lajroRMArroN contained
BEREIS ISUKCLASSIFISD EXCEED

'

REFERENCE ?̂U^^fl
5-30 dated April 12, 1955.

SUGGINT. RESUME OF CASE

1HMSMWW^iiW6ite^ June 19, 1934, refers to WES* as the^
Communist Party- organizer in the. South, stating that '-"">

./•

Ls

JjJjjjJ
mtmJi jet

liMMtW %imt0F «MwMH

JjfJ

^5? zs5J 3^
****** w*-** V*1*-*

,b2

•b7D

.•v
.',

he was to speak at the International Labor Defense in
behalf of ANGELO KERNDON* The Daily Worker of (

f'

November 1, 1935, refers to WEST as Communist organizer.
The Daily Worker of June 22, 1937 > refers to WEST aC%
Georgia born organizer of the Communist Party, Kentucky;
The Daily Worker, June 22, 1937* refers to WEST as
State Organizer, Workers Alliance of Kentucky, and a
member of the National Unemployed Committee for BROWDER
arid FORD. .WEST wrote a poem appearing in the Daily. :

Worker of March 13, 1934, entitled, "Listen, IMA
Communist" » WEST was described by PAUL CROUCH as a
Communist Party member in 193*4, when doing labor
organizing in North Carolina and later in Keritucky.
The subject was a close contact of HOMER BATES CHASE.,

former District Organ-izer, District 31, Communist Party .y J?

United States of America, until 1950** WEST has. been a
close associate. of'NAT ROSS, former member' of the :

Communist Party National 'Committee . Subject held'*
Communist Party ''card number ^g336. in 1947, according to
a highly confidential sourceTw&IEST active in Progress.iv
Party Campaign in 1948, and "was co-chairman of; the
Communist Party in Georgia., according; •to informants,.
WEST was active with the Home Missions coun||ggof North
America in-J£5Q_anrL_with the institute of [AitPM'ed
Religion,
comrade wl: J* CJUiUfcJB

-in IQ^.5-—daacj2lb.ed_WE£ V.
Headau^t^rs^rrifrequentiy.pn_.PartX.Xusines s,, and_was
looked on as IT c'pmrade jwhd had the facilil$\to_ "straighten
ou£^lTicuItngart^problems ., He stated that he had _not
seen WEST''since^lS5Qj6$j^S.TfWas. interviewed on MarcE""27

1^54^, .arid admitted OTmunist
' Paarty 'membership in 1935-36

,

association with known- Communist Party members, and * "* '

C-PR/lcim

(3) mmm



zy

AT 100-559

stated he was "being persecuted" for his "honest
beliefs"/ -WEST continues-to, mainta 1 r\ n^-^i nr\ i g - cpntact

Tnatwith known (Tgfiia^
.

ROSSpHARRY KO&ER, SAM SILJEN/ and xs~presently
publishing mpntftly £3P§i^at Dalton^^Geprgia., entitled*
"The Southerner" » This^ubliG^tidlv"

(

first published
in T^TarcK" T955T

-

and 1b receiving close attention by the
Atlanta Office for any Communist Party propoganda.

REgjQ]#([ENDAa?I.OM

Retain :biJ3^£!i£ai^ There is ho information in"-
A'ETan^'files that brings the subject within the *

provision of SAC Letter 55-30 P Se<^u^ity Index Criteria,. .

However, there is no information available in Atlanta
files that reflect WEST has ever defected from Communist
Party ideology or has ^eevx expelled from the Gompiunlst
Party i The subject was generally uncooperative on
-interview- and has : continued contact with local Security
Index subjects. This subject has-* a y'ery lengthy history
of Communist Party activity dating back to 1934,, and
his_name_w^s,Ja .the effects of JUNIUS SCALES at the time
,of -his, arrest _o.n November X8., 195^* at Memphis > - :

- -

^nnes¥ee^ ~
•

'
'

: DETCOM TABBING

1. The subject is not tabbed for Detcom.

2. The subject has not been approved for Detcom tabbing
under the criteria in SAC Letter No.. 55-12 and no
Security Index cards have been. received from, the Bureau.

3. WEST is not being recommended for Betcom tabbirig.

vT" " ,C \fii



STANDARD FORM NO. C4

/
;

Office Memorandum »

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100^20396)

Ftfci^: SAC, ATLANTA (100-559)

SUBJECT: DONALD LEE WEST
SM-C

FD-122

(1-2>61)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

<& date: May 23, 1955

I"
Ov"* REGISTERED MAIL

,»s

Card U.m
4V7 ~'s$&* ' *&//-/

X

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individuals

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
changed as follows : (Specify change only)

NAME.

ALIASES

NATIVE BORN. NATURALIZED ALIEN

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST W0HCER3 PASTY . INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify);
, . . ...

TAB. FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX_

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIETH ^L

y~ BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address ) ffil ,P H^ji] L£^&, /AtAjt4T&

ft ' Church of the Union Assembly of God, South Thornton and Central Avenue,
Qfy Dalton, Georgia

.

NATUp>i5FINDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List)-

Self-employed Writer, •]{£&x£s£s^@a& Publisher and Editor of
The Southerner. ,&-- /JA . <*J3^i-R&^ .

~Z
i* ***

is/hRESIDENCE ADDRESS *South Thornton and pd&W&Ff&U&&&, Dalton, Georgia/ (rear)

care of Church' of the Union Assembly^o:fil/l/&o8@ 1955

t>~



Copy/ LAD 1
i

Central "eaearch Section
ttfi3Aiams .

'

April 26, 1955''

SAC, Atlanta

Pi re. e tor, FBI

TEE SOUTHSRH
INTERNAL SECURITY -C

'

.

Reurlet April 1%, 1.955

flt is desired that you subscribe .to the captioned

publication and obrain copies through the use of a confidential

Post "office box or similar o-ov.egMQCooies received should be

carefully reviewed by your offidF^apd where it is deemed necessary

or advisable the Bureau and interest offices should be furm shed

oertinent information contained therein under aporooriate case

caption. xt will hot be necessary to furnish co-Dies of this

publication to the Bureau at this time..

You should follow closely the activities of this

oublication and the individuals connected therewith and when,

it apoears, investigation is warranted you sho»ld advise the

Bureau and initiate .such investigation in accordance with

instructions set out in Section 87 P of the ^ahuak or

Instructions-. '*"-' '•

;D EXCEPT,,

CFW thas ' \

(5

)

'

"

' '

'

)

•0^ YJO&0W: The stated: aims of theis publication are freedom and rights^ *
amd justice for all, re..gard.les.s of race,- creed ^,

sex or.
qq

"

color.. It Is strictly independent as to Politics and ^:

religion. It is not' an organ for any political party, CV>

According to the. referenced letter,, individuals connected QC
with this publication are the subjects of Security ^atter-GH

investigations. ^V

©7

SUP W°th
pUT

S'

S3
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT

TO :

PROM :

SUBJECT:

Director, FBI

SAC, Atlanta (100- )

THE SOUTHERNER
IS - C

' i- -/I

/
DATE: April 14,

1955f.
_-

ATTN: CENTRAL RESEARCH DESK

The Atlanta Office is in receipt of the captioned publication

Volume I, Number I dated March, 1955 (the date March, 1953;

is believed to be erroneously printed on Page I inasmuch •:

as March, 1955 appears on the following
'
seven pages of this

publication), received from
| |

on April 6. 1955.

Instant paper' was sold to the informant by|

(Atlanta File 100-430) and is reported to be a MoTTCnry —
publication. "The Southerner" lists its place of publication

as Dalton, Georgia-and the publishers as Rev. C. T. PRATT- <

and Rev. DONALD L^-WEST. • ,;-.

Contributing editors are listed in "The Southerner" as Dr..'.

ALVA TAYLOR, Tennessee,- TOM LUDWIG, Tennessee; AUBREY

WILLIAMS, 'Alabama; HOMER C. CLAY, Washington, D.C.; BYRON
HERBERT REECE, Georgia and HOWARD BOWLING, Kentucky. :

In an editorial entitled "The Southerner's Purpose, To

Travel The Road Of Truth", by Rev. C. T. PRATT and Rev.

DONALD L. WEST, appearing on Page 2 of "The southerner -
;

dated March, 1955, the following is noted:

".,.... The Southerner's purpose is to travel the road of

truth, and in the true American spirit. America is not
;

a Democrat or a Republican. America is a principle

—

the principle of freedom and right and justice for all

regardless of race, creed, sex or color. . . . The Southerner

is to be strictly independent as to politics and religion

;

Both of us are preachers in the Church of God of the Union,

Assembly, but we favor —and The Southerner stands .for —«.•

complete religous freedom for all. ... In politics, too,

The Southerner is independent. It is not an organ for aify

political party. Not a Democrat, nor a Socialist, not a ..;

Communist nor a Republican party paper. Neither is it a -

tail for any political party's kite. We want it made clear
• */j J

^CBufile 100-20396)
ENCL. (1) (REGISTERED MAIL)
2 - KNOXVILLE (INFOHRM)
2 - ST. LOUIS (INF0)(RM)
2 -MOBILE (INFO) (l- r-100-824)(RM)

1 - AT 100-559)
1 - AT IOO-873)
1 - AT 100-^073)
CPR:j;jd (18).

i

•00

01

3 -MEMPHIS (INFO) ( 1^00-2312 )(RM)V
(1 - 100-THOMAS LUDWIG)

g

2 - WASHINGTON FIELD (INF0)(RM) g

IS©*1

78 APR 28' 1955 ..;

INITIALS. ON ORIGIWAB,

8



^.i^a-ob-, • fj)P 'If"

4 *

«. *

at the beginning that The Southe.r#er
5
^s,

3

100 percent
independent " •'>*t

*«j5

The files of the Atlanta Office reflect that Rev. CHARLES
T. PRATT was an active participant and an associate of

DONALD LEE WEST during the operation of The People's
Progressive Party in the State of Georgia during 1948 and ^
"The Daily Worker" issues for November 1, 1935 and June 23,'

1937, July 20 and October 5, 1936, and June 19, 1934, all*},

make mention of DONALD LEE WEST as a Communist Party organizer
for the State of Kentucky and/or "Communist Party Organize^;

in the South." "The Daily Worker" of March 13,, 1934, Page:-p,

.carried a poem written by DON WEST entitled "Listen, I Am;A/

Communist."
. ;„.

The files of the Atlanta Office reflect that Dr. ALVA TAYLOR
listed as a contributing editor to "The Southerner", has

;

•'

been the subject of a Security Matter - C case in which Memphis
was the. office 'of origin. (Memphis Pile 100-2312). ; :

J
•

The files of the Atlanta Office reflect that TOM. LUDWIG, ,

Farmer's Union, Andalusia, Alabama (possibly identical wit'h^

THOMAS D. LUDWIG), purported CP member and formerly on staff
of Highlander Polk School, Monteagle, Tennessee (Atlanta P^le
100-4135-1 Page 23). .

.?"

The files of the Atlanta Office reflect that AUBREY WILLIS-"
WILLIAMS, listed as a contributing editor, is the subject jof

a Security Matter - C case, (Mobile 00 (Mobile Pile 100-82^.]i.

Piles of the Atlanta n-Pfir.A failed to reflect any identifiable
information concerning Washington, D.C.

be
b7C

The files of the Atlanta Office reflect that BYRON H. REEQE,
Blairsville, Georgia, was a subscriber to the "California^
Quarterly, Inc." as of November, 1950. The Los Angeles edition
of the "Daily People's World", a west coast Communist newspaper,-
described the "California Quarterly, Inc." as a "New Progressive
Publication ....".

; ;

:

The files of the Atlanta Office failed to reflect any identifiable
information concerning HOWARD BOWLING, Kentucky, listed as/a
contributing editor.

A copy of" The Southerner", Volume I, Number I. for March, ig&5*
is being enclosed for the information of the Central Research
Desk. "The Southerner" is being madethe subject of an ISff
case file in the Atlanta Office and ^he .-iAt^anta^ Office wii|
subscribe to this publication under proper-

&

4

o'fer^toless adfised to

the contrary by the BureautVffhe Bureau -will '£*© kept advised of all
pertinent developments. —^sNT- 2 -



?*TANDARO FORM NO. 94

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
E 10™14™Z010

Office jSA&T^VCtnduiTl • united states government

to : Mr. L. V. Boardman"

prom * Mr. A. H. Belmon

subject: DONALD LEE' WEST
SECURITY MATTER - C
Bufile 100-20396

Toltos

datb: June 2*f, 1955 ^bl

security Index Card OanceleS

Belmont

.

Harbo

Mohr

/Parsons
Rosen -

tamm'
Siznn

Winterrowd

.

Tele. Room

.

HoIIoman

Gandy

The Atlanta Office by letter dated June 10,. 1955,
has recommended subject be retained in the Security Index.
This letter submitted in accordance with procedure outlined in
SAC Letter 55-30 concerning Security Index review.^Review of
file indicates that as early as 193**- subject w^s <C6mmunist Party
organizer in the south. Frequent references during subsequent
years in the "Daily Worker " refer to him as

v>
a Communist organizer*

Subject was a close contact of Homer Bates Chase, former district
organizer of the Communist Party until 1956. West .has been a
close associate of Ma£ Ross, former member of the .Communist Party
National Committee* Hit is known that subject held a Communist ,•
Party membership carcTin 19^9 arid was active in Progressive Part$gQ
campaign in 19f&» There has"oeen no indication of Communist j

Party activities on the part of subject since 1950. Subject was
interviewed on Karch 2, 1951+> and admitted Communist Party member-
ship in 1935 and 1936.. He continues to maintain periodic contact
with known Communist Party members including above-mentioned
Nat Ross.

RECOMMENDATION;

It is recommended the captioned subject be removed tpomg*-
the Security Index in view of the fact that there have beenjp**#*
Communist Party activities within the past five years and stfbject,
therefore, does riot meet the criteria for inclusion in the
Security Index. Attached for your approval is a suggested letter
to the Atlanta Office.

Attachment

cc - Boardman
cc - Belmont hereik
cc - Cox
cc - Simpson

RDS:amc«*
BUffc£'

.SUUL 12 1955*
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aUJMENT *

fa-

to :, DIRECTOR, FBI (100-20395)

**ffl-?\ SAO, ATLANTA (100-559)'

sy<BjBea?: DONALD LEEwEST, was,
SM-C

Rebulet -6/24/55.

DATE- AUgUSt 9, 1955

ATTN : IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

Referenced letter instructs that the subject toe removed £?y*

from the Security Index. It is requested that the
Security Flash Notice posted vrith the Identification
Division toe removed. "

c.-*y'

£/

REGISTERED MAIL */&6^&.**<*< \ '

Q''
J'

CPR/jaw
(3)

fV '*

v A*
,-•,

J&gZ

%li0>®
$ i»i^ss

'

$>-

is

^7 .«

>r

i-
/ /

'& AUG 30 19k|

** V ,
**?'

^ J



,-i

Assistant Attorney General
vaili^m F* SoiapMns

Director* FBI •„'• /•"*•

tfune 29

,

.

""-r
»

"•'

'
. . Security Index Card Caiicelc

J

mmGMGY mmmoii pbogmmm taes 100*398030 -^
100-20396 (mm Bee West)"

& A Security Index 6$rd concerning £gh£byL£SL«
ftgst, Ms previously been approved by the Department*

Inasmuch as au|#ecfc*s acl&vi^les .firing. t&©
past five years do not Meet £he aaet* criteria for the
Security Index* this individual has. been removed, froia

the Security index,

APPROFKTArEASESeiES^i " ^ L^J
AMD FT-EliT) C^tCES

|

"X.
•rwnHJBtf'*'*

'

OK.

NOTE ON YEEliOW:

Atlanta letter dated June 10.-, 1955* indicates
that subject was a CP Organizer in the south as early
as 193^* However, there has been no indication of CF
activities on the part Of subject sines 1950 and there
has been no indication of front activities during the

past five years. V/
8 £ CiBf%*

1 Tolson
•

1 Roardman RDSramc.
1^ Nichols- - -

($)
A \HafKn.

*

A W
1 2 yellowsA

b,
^F Vowd

^m Jloom

.. . 1
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Mr; Tblson.

t iaiimt
Published Thursdays

- -lWr' B^ardman.

fr. Belmont.
Ir. Har-bo.

Ir. Mohr_

THE DALTON NEWS
Published Sundays

116 EAST CRAWFORD ST. s P.

Tr. Parsons.
Ir. Kosen
Tr. Tamm
r. Sizoo

'r. WinterrowcL
Tele. Room

September 21,

GEpRGIA'S TWO LARGEST WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

HEREfcjlIS UfjrCLASSfcjFJ

WHSffi" storo qthbrw:

ClasX a Ext. By.

Bat^cfNkeviev/ _ ..

,

;

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director;
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr* Hoover.,

On past occasions I have" received very nice letters from you
relative to editorials, etc., xtfe have xsrritten on criminal
matters.

We are Currently engaged in quite a campaign against Don West,
^ho came here last winter arid began a little monthly newspaper!
" e obtaihed from the House Committee on Un-American Activities
is, Communist background. West/ co-publisher of the paper with
• 5*j^JFratt/ has as* his two leading contributing editors, Aubrey

Williams and Alva W # Taylor. Their records from the Un~Ame rican
"^Activities file are as bad as Don West ! s*

Mr. J±oiioman_

Miss Gandy.^

L *'=?

o£Georgia has a law now which makes it unlawful for a person resid-

V CD CO^n£ within the state to be a member of the Communist Party, or
"a Communist, etc. We have stirred up a large amount of interest
about the Communist backgrounds of these three men and the county
grand, jury, when it convenes Oct. 3 9 is going to look into the
matter. What we need is any additional and late information
bout Don West and his Communist activities whiph might assist

,
s in proving Jie has been a party member since the first of 19j?3-,

w^f^^ l^retroactive^pfee of the Georgia law« ";

rj£ izs! p3j 0£r-cpurse I know you could not give me anything direct, but I XV^
*=£. -^ifci^g wondering if perhaps partinent jdata-could be made available xp^

to our solicitor-general, to Lt-. Poole, of GBI, or Mr. Mumford,
FBI agent in Atlanta? The BBI.

t
is3 making available its files on

West to Erwin Mitchell, our" soYici tor rgeneral, but I understand
Jrhe FBI does not maintain ^dto pijja^'j

I
Having had the admiration and^espeicr-b of you and the FBI for years,

? I cannot con£,e^ye that the organization would xlot cooperate m

*h&

such a matter "<as vdtSl-as this.
<

* * *
-

Don West, "Aubrey Williams ..and Alva
writings, could make lots of friends in^l

the Communist party.

am
•&.

Sou
pLa
a
ft:o
&>

Tk^Mr ^ji^^h-v
their slanted §

*"

' s "area'of Georgia for L.

-Zk
1^

%



3^s

% MfBtf(Eittzett,
Published Thursdays

THE DALTON NEWS
Published Sundays

116 EAST CRAWFORD ST. :

;, v ^P
?

- <pv BOX 222

GEORGIA'S TWO LARGEST WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS
"

Page 2 -
DALTON, GEORGIA

If you have anything at all on West - Williams and Taylor do not
reside in this county or state - which could be of benefit to
the prosecution* I wonder if it could be made available?

Attached I'm sending you a few clippings to give you an idea of
what has been gointj on locally about the issue.

Thanking you for your attention and for any assistance you or
the FBI could give in this matter I remain^

^s

Sincerely

MP/ih
end*

M&vpjf&eice, editor

G*

—.*,
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U&Hl-^C^VffV*^V?A.VTgH
t
-OEgBQtJt| fotTOBDAYJlS^BCT;tffl»J"^ %%J&&$%fc£ &*&* *£gS^EK^J^^-gWJ^g^!

r jsniDi;iyeS

£ kht4l»^«:tmpiIsn-Klck.0ff for

Bft^CommuiiltyjChMt hi*' been "sit

&£Monday.inlahtj-September Us,
„ l-t.'o'clock- at Dillon .Hotel, when
V 1fed^I^yrillUffli6n«;5n'd"MtjW.'

|} tteienvtfunch'tthHnmaJwt gifts

f rifjriaIorfgJf(i'art;Tom*Umbcrt;
? W|a;HimtItcn,t:iirerice'-HIJ!,;W.

iDrew^Dr^hcmasiB/'Hogthead
ad£Bum^oac>.^Eaeh< ofj-thcio

. Kt|bn\^chalrmen^is'xccmflitlng%a
i ', mup>JolV\yrb"rke"r£5under'

,ihlm;

1 iMlmatflly*fiO"buiiiiCH men. and
'o-rt^whaiwlllfiolicit In Uie'fl-*-

J ^Ith^th^addJtfon, of . M'--*
Singleton aa chairman of
Avl«IoriiandfMn?'4^r'

>£.TplIowing it a Ijreaftdowo o£ pr*,-

nrfufo*/aw»rd»V*Vth#**wenlhJ*n«;
nual.Nohlv Georgia* r*Jr :S*pl.'a6j

Communiij^dlsptayirJ^-t2* -00

Uvciloc5e,depajrlttent A^J£-*&V-3

*£Betf ;catU« jtowllttifriUSO.OO
jf,SwIn« **hav(j..v. r.C'.

J^-'.'-2Bt 1Q0

^r,sfie«p>howlya ?y^.ji'.-j,'.-'. *M
;
op

poultry and, rabbit show .«fV ty,;:

?,jdopatjCmeatJg '^ '•::? ? ~L*..$i30.oq

Agrl-uUurefdepb.C tl^T"
ClubiGIrla dt>trDvy-r
Women.'-.idepc-B -'.*."

,T:':

School 'depU i^lfc!£2ii
Colored v

dtpUrG ^L.-Jrl

^papeHt^heiSaHdnjMljLlKhtUhis^yeaK^They^arc/ffrdnUi
^^rowJeft'trjrlghtimitsyjMcliJIan^BilHe.CombMllNancy,^

'- ;''-,;^editor^and?Ca1^^^
f.KlnntyrJacktet6ch'rfdBe;;Susan<Pelty7Siidic'NixiBe'ity^:
V^cGarianAFaye^Lewallenj- DJxIe^Hyde^Afnold jGatcs^
;.? and ^Betly/iBraVer^Not^piclurcd*waji/iha^aUrtf j pKoto-

1

^,
^grspherVj^hny^Ro^ ?

* - J*^'*&&•»&&

yGrosstoAii. .„,,,...

i oodfAreas^A ong-Seocoasf

>A 104

»5>^6How^n2'^the^iNewv^EIleIand^fIo^alvBed;CroM:io;raI*e,4^50ra^
purrlcalSe dlMtt'erlithe, DaUon-Rcd »^--.™*- iWi'.-->-i»H-^ j...i-

gCrofa^ha'ptcr^wai'/aiVed^by^Na-

$§—^—

-

r -

M <«w,V" *#*£
2«!

its'share* of, the)' len'mllHonldollart

necdcdifo^th'at^jiaiter^-jl-;

-;SincorilielWhlUleId",'Communlty'
Qhc*f la,launching a! campaign;to
ra1«.tt7,S»*foivtO local ,ag«wle*J
^^Croa^d? Cheat'- oHieUls

;ricorporatc"£;,th«vned

^Wi^ihfthfr Cheat*

^The$llra^lttue>^t^iheVD«»o'n
H'-Ughtyfor^heVeurreiit^ ichtwl
term,will;come ;off !,thV p re*iei*j|n*

tIma^ for* presame , ii 1eaVori^Friday,

Septal e^aceordlnjt^to"Jlra." Hen-
ry Li' Dy erj adylsbrr ' *j ?, "y*

rt%if*Sl
^Wanda* Wrtokle- la- editorloathe
piper^lhi*"yearc,publlshtd^by^i,
itaff^of'advancViourriatl-m^aUidV
ent**at*Dall6n-HI*h^SeH(»lAlAi'i
i'oclaU!'f«d(tbrUi;FloyHlHale:sf>.
>tJfIh« faauea .will 'bo>rlntcd dur*
Inn£the'£school i'tbrm; » Inttcad^"-^
|olto^')g^,tc^lar,mynt^ly>d*it

JCwtV
witlCpasatng*
ha(,made"an _ .

lhat'chirje? ai^w*U"SJ'rt'p»J'Jcajh
hofrec<lvcd'f<}r^the;^al0'6t',stocJt

ln^Ctonfcder»l^Enterpr(se»VV^

yMterdaVT*Jtha('Gaddl('.rold\'atoc]t.
In;lhe'amount76M133:whl!e.hcr£J

Jndudlnj£*one"iate?for,',$109;;fhVe4

*|0i and one $3
;
nler-He'alao made

-^rouodinejoliCa eoKp^teWi f

!O^Uori;^wWeh^i tMhltJ'llme
'

^"^e'ncourastn^A^Vj'.^'JV^
jfe^S^ipltndy^airman^f,
r
U}«lp*ikcr's-y3uMau7) announced
tteiMtowJn'^jpcakera^and'i'civ-
St«njcni*C1JDr.^Dcndy^s atid .^hla

:mj«i^wIll*-,a'ddrewftheVClvitan,

? ^Friday, September ?/at'12:30

.B'ft'at^Daltoji^Hote^iTftV'Jlev;

^i?":Sljina(ordrwnr^adreM; the'

^mc'n^ofi'rinV&^ttaoVter'ittt
a»urcTiiSoptembiF.13/«i 'i o'clock?
^tU;Cridcrr'co*ch.of Oalton.High'
fchool^wJlL'aadretVjthe'AmtrJcari

/iJ0ft^4sl^Korj«;«t !

(n'<I<ejlo"ii

laU; ;Sep(fmberiHJ^t * B^o'clock;'

^MphKAahleyTof : tha^Saivatlon

*lW-?Sprinj(s^^efhodI«t^ Church;
lrl>Jiobwtie'VJ^;jaekson,/,pa*ton

"130.00

^2SS.O0
1.^8000
i.^30000

L< 253.00

JToUI.^ JJ.500/W

U^ayButlorf'Fpund-. , ^-,
^jwat*;learned*7 «t.'[pre«Ktfm-i

dnetdiKihat;Bil)yvButterhad
n located In'Atlanta (Storypage

1

t ?AV.24-year-«ld {.' Murray,

.

mah^wii atruclc-'ind 'crttleid'y^ln-

Jured'- ln'.the -'onli* ^aerlouj^ Labor
Dayitholtday^tra^c^accldent^re;
.ported, In'lWi nitl't^ ->V,':>*a *i
{ Donald"; Brown.^an.,;^^ iierr-

Ice ^veteran :wllh,thU left ,arm am-
putated

1''; above^the^elbow, s/waa
itruek"about,9,ptm.

v
Sunday'aj,lie"

led* cow along thehlehway/near
hU home'iJx miles'touth' of Spring'

;"H«\wat reported.ln;crillcal coa*

d!Uon\ih[s week'fatjErlanjw'Hoif
pltal'-where^ho^.waiK'hul'edfrby.

Kenemer. ambulance'following the

mIih3pC-Troope'r
1
Henryi:Wolf,-.wh6

mvertigatea"i>theVacc'dent'ialonB
wlth'OBI-afe'nt-Etnmett.Whltfield,

andKSherlfX'1-Tom*iPeeplei;/ aald

BrownVrecelved* »^cru*hed (*'rJght

1 eg) :tkill* fraelure,^cliMt '"cru-hed

anJ.pQM'blejalhef Inlurlea..*;;';'';

Lydlt Brown of SamhUttt, and'the _ „ ,.
.

,

son''ot'
%
Mar)tiBr6wri,,of,Dia(on?\>** " *|

^^TtijyTJ^l-.Townierid,'^5,",ion t o£; v
-' 'i

B. G.%Townjend
;
wai**cl«i*ged'.wltli'' ' f

~*

hit-and-run In' connection with" jibt j -\ i

accident' andli'belnilheld-in 'thes *, ^,1
Murray^County,'i all.ther*,(Sheriff ^. ^ *c

PeepleJlrepo^tedE;"*;"...v,*?.;^'!'
<

4
,*'* r ,\t

-£

^"Tpwwend'a^ear'haiibeen^Im-^^ * i
pounded for lnveiUfa'tlonand ex*' *" -<.

:
;

amIhat(oa'.b3-.*Dr;iHermanfJoatt,V;
'

r
v
'

'

headioftthe 'Atlanta'JCrlmff'Lab*" '
, r

,>

oralory;'.Sh*rlff , Peeple»'fi}d.'^r
,
»^ a**;":

J The^accidert'occurred'neax.tht^ - 'J

Holly.--Ceek,brJ<Itt;;\" - ?,>>»^r I^^J
^Towniend'c father^Mported *lie J ';

accldent^to,! Sheriff /PetpIe-i^aEidt --

called i'an> ambtilance ; fOi (Brato,
The father said bi*fsbn'canu At
and ttoldj him1 he' had',run\wn
cow.'iThe father and;ten 'raiul-ni

f"-**"^ jWontlauedsatt-jjai*)!*'^'! ^ ii

•^tt*a^W9Wta^^^-7QW^,TP

r4T-MUy;»» t-t*Mlah>itfc*j!

r:flh«;-Mf«Ur't«irltCC*M'*^

itie-fii-v <»r»>«''--ia''*«-i*^

'V,Oti-jBi4»i*jv''C--a: VaMlty Mutbii,r j.

;•Tkt;»•« f A^at)';
,

NaVy'^ Qai au««e*^if

Mis.®
SillA'J.'iV

Do-you; toilm «rfj the* tartS- v— ,?

»,-* -«4;-.Kno*;in(A C-' v' 'j? * 't -^'

"^ Do you undtraund* v:^,-f "-"=" *^

. Pict*ry ',Wor«-r».:.'. ;. .--.i %'<

r^/^mt r^aniiyou.^,,^ „yi
^ "\*ni«t.I(

%
tti^ oommuAlat.-'<„ -

«

'/-'--yj'rAjn youii?>
r
,i'

r"V ".- * *

J, ^llamDon ^w**.' «*.- t;' • - ^S
t^'->^Tit pott. -, -; >t-rj^,, j
* -„Tb»twor*in-: man.

tv^.fc' Jta„c«
»•«?;.*?} »«it- «».. pott'*' ;^^Tft

CjgJ

3'^i* r' ' ^
Kv*-^

"-'^

CotvV * '"i

SiViV^ , •a

yj
w^'v

fj-._-

^f,
V
"S*

,*r ' /\<

Hiat*' v' C;
-

are 1- - «vT,

"- *

ni^' 1
:„

anf!^ .'*'*

n»V'>. J,

ihii*-^ t.

thla,A.

.H
tha7l^.',!iw^ ^



mm

W



.y^/»w^«ww3pj«i2^Jl^

;v *
;

PACE SIXTEEN EJMU.TCH JKEWS,\DAI.TOM, jBEOBCaAJBUHDAy/sEPTOIBER- MLVlllf. -

^w^mmmm

HERE ARE THE .tiftllft'iMiBN^
_:

. vPiippJIiliBiiMiteiaifc*
THIS IS OFFICIAL INFORM^Tldji

TIES, FURNISHED THROUGH

, pursuant

by the Attorney General April

Ifi Foreign.

(UtferKeidrDef

4, , !"^ DaKorter
?f September 1 2, 1 947 (paces' 2 and 1 2), we find

Jorn^namedAIva^pTay^o^^^

£eT?Cl

!

Md\;l 2,-;l,?48.J,Ho ilgnid^afema^againrf-denaJuriliMtida
«

?
h°^ Kv,ft» ^'y^/br^AVguit-.IO^^SO'lp^S)/ He.«grw«UV.

' swternenfr tn behalf 'ofidepottoeifai^hWn ;

by^he*
,

'Daiiy" Worker,'' De^ ,'

., FOR ApBtoCRACY.?::" ihoWd thalhoYgnod a'iVafement ipo'n'io^
by, the; National Federation ,-„: , .; hafling

;
thVWar^pepaftment'f order"ori

,

tcomijiiijio^ns.fo'r^Commuhijtt.". " *
, V- '•"*

_"" " '^
*

,

^, -- <*-"»' ^ "",'.,* " ~. '

- ' -'-"*-,/ -*

'
' tThe-AttoTne^^ano'ra^cited'the-Natiohal FederationJo'r'Conitltuv

«V%n«L' Lib ertio's *.a j>.an*. orqaniialioriiBy . which! "ConwiunFttilatteWot".to
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|goh4e^e8XaboUt the

:
poor, .people^ I

fcav^&'JQf^Me ^oov, -and^commbiif*

Hl^^ .JT: :

"

"
*

" ^"
>^

g1fefesk
v

eC^.' 'West ,what .effect^

Ithej^altpn^paper's -publication ot <

church*

>
gervicg^at^iught;?';he'-sajft ''and;

?

gffi^|eemear:tV jnie \thatrwe .had:

-

b6
b7C

THE ATLANTA. JOURNAL
fllTfttlRT ?Q !£££_

fT*

Bureau File
.100-559.

"100-20396-

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS

iEREHIK UNCLASSIFIED a< <'

Brasrs^

kH

,<**

y

X

z1^



w
ff^DMtD^aKM NO. 0% s..

Oflfwt Memorandum • united states government

DATB: September 2.9.,

55"

•OBJECT: MARK PACE
Editor

\ TJie Dalton- Citizen: and The Dalton News
116 East Crawford Street

Dalton, Georgia

All INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^te^BY^LO^te^

Tolson—
Boardman

.

Nichols —
Belmont _
Harbo :

Mohr

Parsons .

Rosen
Tamm-^_
Sizoo .

Winterrowd _
..Tele. Room .

Holloroan—
Gandy •/ "

:

The Director received the attached letter from Bice with which he
enclosed clippings from his. newspapers concerning Donald Lee^West, Alva- W. Taylor
and Aubrey W. Willi^a&s. He advised that he wa.s " currently engaged in quite a

campaign against DoiFWest» who came here last winter ^and began a little monthly
newspaper- We Obtained from the House; Committee, on Un-American Activities his.

t
,Communist background. u

' He stated he wanted information on West, Taylor and William^
Sand .specifically information showing West was a Communist Party member since 1953. \

j'The 1953 date is pertinent in regard to West inasmuch as a Georgia law makes it unlawful,

'for a person, residing in that state to be a member" of the CP. \ v;

We have had limited cordial correspondence with Pace concerning articles .

and editorials which have appeared in his, paper. £94-42940) ' ^
Bufile 100^20396 reflects- that Donald Lee West has a long history of CP-^^

and related activities. The Party membership can be documented from the u Daily Woo^ker1

,
1

an East Coast Communist newspaper. He was removed from the Security Index> Atlant^J 1

in June, 1955, and there has been no- indication of CP activities on his part since 1950.*^

There is no public source information showing. CP or ,related-ae/tiviti,es on the part of West
subsequent to 1950. The u Daily Worf^l^^contained numerous refer^ncesTroN^ATest in the

J
j

past including: ,-^

The MdLTch. 13, 1934, issue,, which issue contained a poem by West in

which he admitted CP membership. (Pp,<ze has the entire .poem .and published it in the ^
September 8, 1955, issue .of hols gape^f The November 1, 193S, "and Jiiiie |.2, 1937, is-

Jjj

sues' of the tr Daily Worker-11
, reflected Werst to be ,lCP organizer for the State of Kentucl^.

The July 20 * 1936,, issue reflected.West to be a member of the 193'6 National Campaign
Committee, C/P, for the ^State of ICehtiicky. (Pace also has this' information).

»

Enclosures (2)

cc - Mr. Nichols

<€T?ED:mbk«{

72 /^^ ^ob^C

?3 OCT 7 1955

^
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' Memorandum, to Mr. NichoJW ? ^Pp September 29, 3^55

Pace enclosed an entire sheet from the August 21, 1955, issue of- his

paper which he stated contained information from the files of the HCUA. Thi£ informa-
tion includes' mixch public source data and actually contains the testimony of individuals*

naming West as a former CP official.

Bufrles reflect that Ralph McGill, Editor, "Atlanta*.: Constitution, " in his1

column dated July 7, 1948, identified, West as a. committee member from, Georgia to

the People 1 s Institute of Applied Religion &xfcz.\. 1947; This organization has been cited

by i the Attorney' Generals

Bufile 100-403941 reflects, that Alva* Wilmont Taylor is the subject of a
closed Security",Matter - C investigation, Office of origin, Memphis, -and is not on the

Security Index. The December 10, 1952, issue of the u Daily Worker' 1 ' contains an article

captioned n 280 National Leaders Ask Truman Amnesty Jailed Communists. M Taylor 1 s

name, among others,^ is. listed in this, article as a signer of the appeal requesting?,! the

President to grant amnesty to the leaders of the CP who were convicted under the Smith
Act. (1-0.0 -3 -A)- The April 29, 1953, issue of the M Daily Worker 11 lists; Taylor as a
sponsor for 1953 of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born^ which has
been .cited by the Attorney General.

Pace enclosed a clipping, from his newspaper which contained considerable
dm the HCUA regarding Taylor/ Tins

filiated/ancL
1% .member of many front organizations.

informatiQn from the HCUA regarding Taylor. Tins information reflects Taylor was af-

filiated/and ^ .men

Bufile 100-52504 on Aubrey Willis Williams reflects that he is the .subject

of a Security Matter - C. investigation, Mobile Office of Origin, and not on the Security
Index. Williams testified before the IT. S. Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on
March 19,- 1954, at New Orleans. - He identified himself a,s President of the Southern
Conference Educational Fund, Incorporated. This organization succeeded the Southern,

Conference for Human^ Welfare which was cited by the HCUA as a Communist front.

Williams denied CP membership but did admit he was formerly affiliated with the Civil

Rights Congress cited by the Attorney General. Paul Crouch, a former Communist and
who wa*s' at that time a consultant for the Immigration arid .Naturalization Seryice, testified

before the above committee that he had been told tha,t Williams was a secret member of

the CP' although he, Cr.ou.ch, had no such knowledge of this membership. %

Pace enclosed a..^l^gSig^fr.om his paper dated,September 18^ 1955, which
contained much ihformati©ri^concefM^^^|^iama and his affiliation with front groups.
This included public source, information!;-

As pointed out above, Pace specifically requested information showing
West as a. CP member subsequent to 1953. We do not have this information. We have
no information showing West as affiliated with the CP or frpnt groups subsequent to.

1950. He Wets removed from the Security Index in Atlanta, June, 1955, dtfe to inactivity

on his part.

-2 -
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols September 29, 1955

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the attached letter be sent to Pace and that
the SAC, Atlanta,, contact Pace- and explain to him the Bureau 1 s position regarding
his inquiry.. The SAC should, be instructed to1 furnish Pace with the- above public
source .information and refer him to. the National Americanism Commission of ;Tlie

American Legion, arid to the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee for possible
assistance.

v ^r

- 3. •»
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September 3Q, |955

AIRMAIL,

&cQft$>

>/

OCT"1 41955

MAILED. 2&

-ft

Mt,. Mark Pat&e

1?he Daiton Gitizefr.

,£li> jEast 0raw£drft S£re$£
Datton^, Georgia

Be&r-lil/fe'4 i?aee:

Yfiw? letter-.of September 21>., £955,. T*atk

I agpra^Jat0 your interest M writing and; in

furriishitig *ri& v^tlb; tMs C^o^maHoai* Iri ir^gard to your ^e^txest,

| ani Instructing one q£ my; tept$s&tiLt£$ve§; o£ o#t office at

B.obm S$3r 8iD5 &eacKtre£ &t*e£t* ,&ti#n&fc% ©feor,gi#, to

contact y&ii an th# immediate fhture

.

IRnj xn&y be $ure I atrt deeply grateful for

you** generoifs^ Cotnments *

Sincerely your§V
J. Edgar Hoover

V
\

V

Tolsoh—
Boardman ,

o

IU

o

1*955,
}

and M of "The I

L'ese is;siies

•Nichols

Belmont

Harbo

Mohr

.cp r- Atlanta, witK cop^T^J^oixxxxig. 1
'I

ATTENTIOlsT-SAG;^ Y6uY)attention is direqtedj

issu£ of Pace r s paper >
u The Daiton Citizen,^ ' anc|

Daiton News ,,: -i^u^s of ^^rtst:ai^and tS-eE|4^^®|tl^ ^'W *^*^ — ~^-

jcontain much public source information, reJating~to ^eWf^T^lor and Williams..

^ace obtained tMs^c^tsi^ti'on fromKthqbHfuse ^^©afffe on Un-Americaft

ufilas. reflect, in .additi|^ phat Ralph. McGijL, Editor-, ^ ^

^^/'LuW jfKA &jffi^ 'CSe^ next pag,ei \/\^

Tanmi

Sizoo

Winterrowd .J^a^ta'
Teie.^Room - - *

-
—

V. OGtob-g¥=ge

j|o Niqhols.^ memorandum dated SVptexxiber 2% 1955>

aris Pace, ' feditor, The Daiton -Citizen and T% Daltoii News, g$]

\

I

'0^3^ East Crawford Street, DaLtcm, Georgia. » fEE>:mbk {&h*A r^f**/£> if)



Letter to Mr. Mark Pace September 30, 1955 Vs

ATTENTION ;SA&: v -^ : -. , ^ ^
,T The Atlanta Constitution, u named Wesjfc^&i &£ ^dlurri^^f July 7, 1948, as

a committee member from Georgia to th€$&Q$ke%j $tiStH<ite of Applied

Religion for 1947. The December 10,. l*%S2t i£s&$npf:tile ** Daily Worker"
contains an -article captioned H 280 National te^ellMrfruman Amnesty-

Jailed Communists.. u Taylor 1 s name, among others, is listed in this, article^
as a signer of the appeal requestMgof the President to grant amnesty to the ^
leaders of the-'Gommunist Party who were convicted under the Smith Act. ^r"

The April 29* 1953, issue of the n Daily W'orker M lists Taylpr "as a sponsor

for 1953 of the American Committee for- Protection pf tfpreign Bo<rn> which

has been cited by the Attorney General. Bufiles also reflect that WiJfciams

testified before the U. S, Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on March 19,

1954,. at New Orleans. He identified himself as ^re.sid^nt of the Southern

Conference Educational Fund, Incorporated. This o^galu^ation s^geeded the

Southern Conference for Human Welfare which v^as $iije&^ Committee
on Uii*American Activities as a Communist fronts

:

Wiili&TnS de-ni§# Communist
Party membership but did admit he was i^XTxxeil^'^^^^i^A'^r^^e Civil Rights

Congress, cited by the Attorney General. Paul Crouch, a former Communist
and who. was at that time a consultant for the Immigration and Naturalization

Service, testified before the above committee that he had been told that Williams

was a secret member of the Communist Party although he, -QoucH^ had no .such

knowledge of this membership..

You are, authorize^' to- immediately pj^^on^lly contact

Mr. Pace, if at all possible. If no^, have ptf;e-of ypufv^presentatiyes contact

him. You may advise Pace confidently %*'*'$h£ Atl„%|a Constitution" item

concerning West, the issues of the^^ally Wo^feer? 1 pe-^feining ta Taylor and

of WiHiams r testimony before the Senate"SuhcTo^^Me^n M&rch; 1954. In

addition/. ^ef^r,E^Q,e^jp
r

the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee and the

Aifoexi£ahism Qopami;s |ion, Thk American Legion> 1608 K Street, Northwest,

WasMngtpn^M By Q., lor further information* Be sure Pace understands

that #h££e we WP^td lilce to be of further assistance to hifix, we are just

unable* td do. &&. * * X e
"

SvAet results pf your contact with Pace under th£ caption,
11 Mark Pace, Editor, The Dalton Citizen and The Dalton News, 11-6 East
Crawford Street, Dalton, Gesprgia, Research (Crime Records), n to reach

the Bureau no later than October October 13* 1955. ,

A
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STANOMtD FORM NO. 64

ft
ce

TO Mr', Kicliols
ft

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATB: September 30,

PROM

SUBJECT:

Mohr.
Parsons «.

Rosen —
Tamnv :

Sizoo :

Winterrowd _
Tele. Room

.

Holloman—

ALL INFORMATION CQKTAiftED

HERBNIS UNCLASSIFIED

«1ACE
DATE4iaJ^_8Y^^tW

THE. DALTON CITIZEN. AND THE DALTON NEWS
1-1-6 EAgT crawfoRd street
DAETON, GEORGIA

"Subject,, with whom we' have- had limited cordial coxrespondee e, requested
by the attached letter dated September 21,- I955y information: concerning Donald. Lee
Wes^ Alya W„ Taylor and Aubrey W.- Williams.,. He stated there- Is being conducted"
a.campaign .against these, individuals and particularly 'West,, who came: to Georgia last
winter to begin a monthly newspaper in; his county. He .advise-s. thisr campaign con-
cernki

: ;
the alleged Communist backgrounds of the three .afore-mentioned men. Pace

requests information, regarding CP and related activities of. these individuals and states-
he has. received information from the HGUA regarding the. CP background of West and \the others(who do not reside in his state.) He remarks that his county 1 s grand jury is | \
going to inquire into their backgrounds when it convenes onOctober 3.'.. '

~
"S \

B.ufile's reflect past CP activities of West up to 1950,. some of which c^x -yl
be documented from public Source material such as the "Daily Worker. " Bufiles refljecj^
CP front activities by Taylor j some of which also may be documented by public source" $\k
data. Williams, who testified. before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on * ^\?
March 19, 1954,; at New Orle-ans> is alleged to be a former Gommunist. Jt

M ' -. v &X
The attached memorandum sets out. the details -of our information regarding

these individuals'.
'

"

'

. . >=,

/sir • 4Pace specifically requests information showing Westtto^
since 1953,. which Information is not contained, in our file's.

a CP member

RECOMMENDATIONS:
RECORDED , 72

1. The attached letter be .Sent to Pace.

y^o— <£0 3*96 -

Z The SAC.,,Atlanta
Bureau> s positioh .on such.m*atters ian

source information available en these individuals. He .should: also suggest that Pace conA
suit the National Americanism ComMigfion of the American Eegion. a*nd

}
.the • Senate v

Enclosurfl
C®lty S

j&C9:

§
iniitte"® *&*" possible assistance.

'"' i; '-' i
-"-'*v

.

cc Mr. Nichols. *?*£*'* /
-$Y

\
"Qs ****
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPART^NT OF JUSTICE

\ 1
Mr. B .

Mr, K
Mr, B traoa-

Mr. B aho,

Mr, ft

^d-^mj

FBI, ATLANTA (100-559] _ 10/6/55

HafeuNCUSSIFIED

Transmit the following Teletype m,

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-20396 j\LL

DONALD LEE WEST, _,

S^CUKITT"MATTER - C

Sdrwation cont

dme^NM^
The enclosed articled obtained from The Atlanta

Constitution" of 10/4/55 captionecrfoury in Dalton to Investigate
Red Activity" ,, is submitted for the Bureau's information as it
obviously pertains to the subject. The Bureau has previously
been informed that subject has been in Dalton, Ga. publishing
"The Southerner" since March, 1955. There has been some controversy
and articles appearing in "The Dalton News" and "The Daltori Citizen",
bi-weekly newspapers in the Dalton area, concerning the past
.activities and background informationof WEST. This controversy
was highlighted in the publication in "The Dalton News" edition
of Sunday, 8/21/55, Page 12, an article captioned "Information Prom
the Files of the Committee on Un-American Activities U. S. House
of Representatives ".a Immediately under this heading appears the ^~
following: " (DON L.%EST. vnow lives in Dalton. He is editor/of ^
'The Southerner 1 of which he is also co-publisher with ^*_TVWRATT.
The following is exact information from the files of the Committee
on Un-American Activities and was copied in Washington for Cong.
HENDERSON LANHAM, of the Georgia Seventh District:)" The controversy,
has centered around the subject., his affiliation with the Church
of God of the Union Assembly, and Rev. C. T. PRATT£ National
Moderator of the Chur.dh of God of the Union Assembly. PRATT has
given his full support to WEST.

This controversy has been intermingled with critieism.
of the Church of God of the Union Assembly, the Roman Catholic
Church and efforts to organize labor in the Dalton chenille
industry, and numerous articles have been written in the above
papers including the publishing of the subject's poem "I Am A
Communist".

In an article appearing in "The Atlanta Journal" of

9/9/55, Page ,15> entitled "Union Asks Probe of Dalton Firings";
the following information was noted: "The CIO Textile Workers
Union has charged that a Dalton, Ga., rug factory fired 28
employes for belonging to the Church of God." This arti,<

cpr: eer ^ *^W HORDED -yj Jf^-J^O^J-
"

End,. lJSNcau, __
§Lp. §^0CI25 '1955A. ^^raW-

((Approved-:.

7 OCT 8

Sent.

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36; -*•*

FEDERAL BUREAU, OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

AT 100-559
Page 2

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

further reflects that a Union representative in Washington
had directed a letter to Senator HENNINGS stating that the
Lavjtex Corp. had circulated a new application among its
500 employees, and thereafter had terminated 28. employees. who
states on their forms that they belonged to the Church of God
of the Union Assembly. This letter requested that Senator
HENNINGS as Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional
Rights, conduct an investigation.

The Bureau f s attention is called to the letter by
MARK PACE written to the Director, dated 9/21/55, enclosing
some of the above mentioned clippings.

,

MUMFORD •

END

Approved: - Sent - - ~
,
M * Per_

Special Agent in Charge
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^By.:Anppr. WALKER
**":. Constitution. Staff" Writer

,BALTONi;pc;t,v3^Judge J. H.
'fiascnaU;MpnSayxharged a Whit-
field: e^unty-'^and" jury to in-

vestigate /report^-of; subversive
*activities f.an'd violence in Dalton.
;

v

In.a; vtersez-statement to the
/jufyV'theV^Cherokee \Circuit judge
;.yiP*;tpuchedf;on:'; v

'\' -'

i
i. ,Pytemiting,;iast week*of the

front^afi orBob -Swell, a plant
;xrfaaiagerv, .The J>last fpllowedrfan
? alleged ;demonstratibh against: a
i salesman:.-at , the ' -General U jtex

f'Gprp;; Workers;;!at the plant hjive
^be'en> .pit'

:strike; three weeks; .

.X^'feibrea^iSunday by three
Tpperadpes- whp;

,left policeman
mf0pwe :criflcally stabbed.

"*

Tji^;^i%^arf 'tipld :the jury,
r^alareriree. agehts ; to investi-

lajpi^thing.ypu'Wish. From reT
:pprts- 1h t -tfie 'press, there are;

"somerttl&gs^at^bVght-to'be in-
vestigated.-* -;, '

'.'-
\

\ He referredto the Georgia Sub-
versives Control /Act as he con-
tjiiuedf" '^The. -papers- say there'
may be- .subversive organizations
or ;membera;:in.r>alton/*
£he, Gebfgia^iaw .makes it iih-

;14wfulipjbelpng to ah organiza-
tion that-advocates violent over-

1

^thrpw of the US. government or
to aid, iii such- a, -plan.

Mark Pace,', editor of the Dal-
toh -Citizen; ,'and" Dalton News,
Vfkf calied^before. the grand jury
Soti ;an, *hoi^,lMpnda^ * afternoon.
'^^pughl

i;
he^>topK novr.ecordslnto

%;jury^mj ;he confirmed! that
''dScussiprisr^ew! about- the |pa-
;Mfe''

:stbnes../oh, copmunism.^

as

»*** St sST"

•**! w*? fas*
*«*«# «-**» «tar

The Atlanta Constitution
•Ralph McGill, Editor
Tuesday - October 4, 1955
Page 29, Col. 1

ENCLOSURE

ooO<j3^ -7*>
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF/JUSTICE

FBI, ATLANTA (100-559) 10/7/55
Transrai-t the following Teletype message

DIRECTOR, FBI

DONALD LEE WEST
5M * C

~

(1oo-2o396ALn^0RMATlp|
HEREIN IS UNCr

^3*6
if m

Mr. Brmds&ah
Mr. »•?*? »fs .

Mr. Be*- ^i
I*

Mr. MM;V

Mr. Pn
Mr. Et^5- u
Mr. Tamm,
Mr. Six o
Mr. "WMnxowd-

DATE^^-BY^
Re Atlanta airtel, 10/6/55.

Former SA GEORGE P.* DILLARD, Special Assistant to Af //
the Attorney General in Charge of Enforcement of the Gegp^A^
Anti-Subversive Act> on 10/7/55 made available the enclosed
clipping obtained f,rom

f

*£he Dalton Citizen", a bi-weekly
newspaper of. Dalton, GaM . captionetfy^EUNB^ Says FBI Agents,
Named WEST 11

', which is an artiJcle concerning EEeTTtiitfield
Grand Jury investigation,, £^JJlL^ Jk%L

DILLARD stated that he believes that 'the controversy
in Dalton between the newspapers and, DONALD LEE WEST is really
a labor-management argument.. He stated that the chenille^ J
industry in Dalton controls the city and as such have -MARK PACE,
Editor of "The .Dalton News", and "The Dalton Citizen", "in their
hip^pocket".. He stated that there has been a legitimate effort
to unionize some workers in the chenille industry and that he
does^not believe these Union activities are a result of efforts
on the part of WEST or the Church of God of the Union Assembly. TJ

* DILLARD advised that in view of labor and management dispute %
-and Religious issues being involved in this controversy, he has |
Iheldikll State investigation to an absolute minimum in this area?

\

H

<** The Atlanta indices are negative concerning EDGAR C # BUNDY.

In view of the statement contained ^in enclosed article '

which states "He said he .also told the jurors* that two close
friends of

1 his, who joined the^ Communist Party in Ohio as undercover
agents for the FBI several years ago had told 'him about several
^Communists, including DONrWEST^ whom he said was an active member
of the party, and whom~was laBeled as a f dangerous man'", the
Bureau may wish to have BUNDY interviewed to ascertain who his
sources of information^&c^^s^jthey may be active security^
informants. *A ®

(X_ $M*Q <b\C
ikr. Belmont

•END

CPR:eer (4) -$\V

Special A^ent in Chargei^^'""^ Sent.
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Grand
^reen light to instigate s.<*

%

'»you arc fceo agents to inv t*jl-

rCrml.nued from page 1'
(%,te »nythi"g "^reeenf renorts

|

,,an legion. Whde ^«B ^oak- un1,. ^«£ that need!

f,«.t Tuesdav morning in a restau- .hete a re *onie tim* u n - pas-

A touri-st who has made an ex- I^Jn Jasper, Tenn., he was r,ac.- invcstigat»ng here in Dalton,

tensive studv of Communism ana ,ng the Chattanooga Times v. run
,naU sa irt.

he Communist pattern of mfiltra-^ the front page story aWn» pagchall caUed to the at

iSSd Communist patterns » *J£ ouU.w.-^^^
na
r.a,ton .ews, tfhich .ton. «£«£S^he govern-

tion, paid Whitfield County grand

jury a surprise visit Tuseday.

He was Edgar C. Bundy, of

Wheaton, 111., who has held lead-

ing positions wi*h the Illinois A-

merican Legion\s Americanism

Committee and its Anti-Subver

sive Commission, He was in the

grand jury room for more

|.an hour.

After he left the room, Bundy

,y*k ~
nublishing records snowme »» Th ; ucige memw»«« — --

the Smmum«l-affiHAed background ™[
ai ^ak in which a Vetera^

than
of Don W*sl, had asked in an edi- Jo ^orpcment officer was badly .

;

, SrtaMhal the grand jury invesU- J^
n

- ,md thc Friday morning

undv l \,__ .~„*«-«. 4,Tifl also invited siat-o^ which was sei
grand- jury i»v^w- -

d

,;Ve the m^r and also invited stalbca

talked freely with newsmen about
thp j lirn r<: lo inspect the data puD

i his visit and why he went by the

I
courthouse to tell the grand jury

' his story.

\v said he also told the Durors

«5 r two close friends of his, who

XoV«ed the Communist Party in

Ohio as -undercover agents for the

FBI seevral years ago, had told him

about several Communists, includ-

ing Don West, whom he said was

Ifehed about *«:}
.

*he
?een ' UoYof Dalton

pointed out that what had Deen
, mi ;_ 15t

stabbed ana "^. * ^ich was set

verified. . _.„„
Reading the story in the Times,

n-mdv said he immediately rec-

j aWd the name of Don West and

i.£&vVi*>"s d*ltv t0 voluntarily pre-

-.imseU before, the grand jury

^£ .--*--!
i!^v to investigate such

Ui
ft
^»SeVrchansaid.

matters, Judge
Wednesday

was not known ^^ jury

rtow

It

noon just when

vould adjourn, nor

had goi.o into its investigates *

bout the matters mentioned abrt. e

'^it

;ah active member of the party,
and testlfy the things he had

and whom was labeled as a "dan-
,wrncid during the years of

%
his

geroustnan." ' pcas^nal investigation.

Bundy also declared that under ft^y, a lecturer, journalist and

existing laws it is extremely dif- ^bw^ anatetei., 'Watt Tffiveu

ficult lor any person to be found .^ in tne Air Force in intelli-

guilty tjff.'belng^a Communist. lie
^ence work> He is a former editor

pointed <wt that the best protection
of h}s hometown paper, the Daily

for America is an informed^ peo~ Journai.
.

pie who would recognize tbe^awss He presenfly .js serving on the

of Communist-associated i" iiv*x
Kational Legion foreign Relations

uals"and who know wh;^ Con

xnunxsm is and its method <-f ^
filtration.

"For every known Coma»"v

there are 10 fellow travelers whu

are not known nor identified. Thev

are equally dangerous/' Bund*

warned

Committee. Bundy is a member
,

of Post 76, Wheaton. 4

PASCHALL'S CHARGE < *

TO THE GRAND JURY
In his charge to the Whitfield

County grand Jury Monday morn-

ing, Judge J. H, Paschal! cited

^ne^ * m o „pWcman th«* Kfe prem reports of alleged "subver

J^n S were?™™w*™ ««~ organizations or n»emh« of^ His wite_v.ere en u
subversive organizations **;«%*-

iSKSr— 5 SfS»5£— County" and gave ttC^y
"" * tGontinued on page 2) .

s—

THE MLTON CITIZEN:

Dalton, Ga.

ims. PACE' - Editor
Optober .6., 1955
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££ MjdiTlOTafldUffl • -.UNITED. STATES GOVERNMENT

.^
Mr, L» V, Boar-dman

from * Mr. A. H. Belmorr EREIN

Mhsk

th

Or-a.

iubject: EDGAR C* BUNDY
INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY)
BUFILE 100-3-95-

Atlanta airtels 10/6,7/55 captioned "DonaId LejPWes t ,
; SM-1?

reflect "The Dalton News" and "The Daiton CitizenT" ualton, Ga.*,. publicizing.
Whitfield County (Ga.) Grand Jury investigation of subversive activities. ,

in Dalton. Former S&' George P. Dillard, Special. Assistant to the Attorney
;

General in Charge of-Ehforcement of the Georgia Antir-SubverSive Act,
advised on 10/7/55 that controversy between Dalton newspapers and. Donald
West believed a labor-management argument resulting- from legitimate efforts
to unionize chenille/industry, which industry ...controls City of Dalton and
has Maf^Pace., Editor of Dalton newspapers "in thei*" hip pocket." Due to

; above ancTWesf's. connection with Church of God of the Union Assembly-,
Dillard holding to minimum his investigation in Dalton .area

.

:<h»? . . : • x.
,

"The Dalton Citizen" dated 10/6/55. reflects Edgar_C^^undy,
Wheaton, 111. , testified on 10/V55 before Whitfield County Grand Jury
that txro former FBI; informants in Ohio- told him West was. a Communist *.

Atlanta suggests contact' Td^JBund^^
„_ _ ^ yr-*—-—->--

Edgar C. ,Bundy is subject of a closed Impersonation case,; is
frequent lecturer afainst Communism; is official of Americanism Commission,
American Leg-ion, State If Illinois; is president of Abraham Lincoln
Republican Club, a political group In Chicago. In 9/5^ Buhdy misled
Bureau in effort to get Bureau speaker -for above political group-'' indicati
it was to be American Legion group. Bulet to Chicago 5/19/55^-instructed
that diie to Bundyt's background, current political activities and questibnec
reliability Chicago should be most circumspect in dealing with him. \ 1

($y
• - (100-3-95-227) | V*

Bufile on DonaldMtfest reflects information regarding him was # ^
furnished Bureau '-"in 19*+! "bT~John Edmiston. John and Martha Edmiston *tf Jf

were Cincinnati security Informants from 9A0 to 12-Al. Mrs. Edmiston "f
*\

testified before^HCUA in July and August, 1950. (100-20396-132) John >t

Edmiston reported West 'was active in Communist, affairs in Ohio in 191+0-.
(3 %

^'Mts 'ftrhrn's-hnn tifist.l.f ieri bfiforfi HCUA that West, was L .JTl

\

cc - Mr. Bbardman
cc - Mr. Nichols
cc - Mr. Belmont
cc - Mr. Hallerberg
cc - Bufile 100-20j

RHBsgft.jt/' .

<« fmocT?<.

Mrs. Edmiston testified before HCUA that West, was §£jg
cfe-member in Ohio in 19^0.Dhic

iff-pto- 'M=
MOEXS

8

û -C*
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Memorandum for Mr. Boardmaii

ACTION I

'

•
"

.;

CD In. view of the labor-management and religious issues involved in .

the controversy between Dalton, Ga., newspapers *^ Bo
g«J* J^*>D

™
ld ¥est

.^einbitoti^eburity Irtformants, recommend Bandy not be contacted to identify

Ihis sources..

f>%.

(?) Memo M A. Jones to Mr.dl.* B.. Nichols dated 9/29/55 captioned

"Mark PaeefEaitort The Dalton OlW and ita Palton NewsjUSW*
„ * a t Zl -noi4-Av> ft* « rpflects Pace obtained west l,

S; gonrnruni.s'c

SemoSandum and Atlanta airtels dated ^?£formaKon
755 ^ *™

Assistant to the Director Nichols for his information.

-fir

.\r~"

- 2 -
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SAC9 Atlanta . October 12, 1955 \

m> '-uatPSm^jJ-h HEREIN IS
EDITOR^ f fYft-rr'mLJWL&L CITIZEN jJA J £-
216 EAST MA&om STREET

(mSEAIRCX CRim~#EGORVS)

ReBulet tq Pace da-bed September SO, 1955*

The Bureau kas received a,not!her communiciiiio.n from Pace
dated October &9 concerning the natter to wkich he referred, in his
Original cownunication^ A copy- of his .original communication was
furnished you along with Bureau letter to Pace dated September 30,

For your information, the Burectu is not acknowledging
instant incoming9 October Q, 1955* GOpies of it are being forwarded
to you for your information,, and you will note, that he states that
h& is looking forward' to being contacted by the A^lomta Office* If
Pace ft&s not been cqntac-bed in accordance with -the Bureau 's instruct
furniphed you by Bulet of 9-30, you are instructed to expedite this
contattiy-Sulet results immediately*

Encllo\SMres ('$)
'

.&

ft

g

NOTE:: See Jones to Nichols Memo dated September 29 > £955*, captioned ft

"Mark Pace, Editor, The Baiton C it isen and The D&lton News,, 116, East &
Crawford Street, Dalton, Georgia*" TEi):vtbk ^

The Atlanta Office has been instructed to Contact Pace, and* g
inasmuch as the Bureau has, received no reply regarding this contact,
it is not deemed advisable to answer this letter from Pace r but it is*

felt that copies shquid be furnished. Atlanta for their information.

\

ions
f

Boardman
McHoIs^i
Belmont

Harbo,.

Mohr

OCT IS 1955

Vinterrdwd

.

Tele. Room
Holloman

Gandy
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Stye lalifl&lKtiam
Published Thursdays

THE DALTON NEWS
Published Sundays

EAST CRAWFORD ST. F». D. 'BOX 222

GEORGIA'S WO LARGEST WEKLY NEWSPAPERS

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

OATEJ^fet^aBiasflfist
Mr.. J* Edgar Hoover, director
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D.c.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Mr. Tolson..

Mr., mmm^ji^: '

Mr. Harriot

Mr. Mohr.
Mr. Parsons,
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tamm

:

'.v. Sizoo

Mr. WinterrowcL
; Te\n. "Room i

Mr. Hoiioinan -j

•$u 'GaiiUv rj~^^

DALTDN, GEORGIA
Oct. 8, 19'^

6~^ % c,

We were certainly pleased to r^ceive^ou
f communication relative to Doiywestr Com

p6ur letter in- -answer to
my communication relative to ijoi^westr Communism, etc., isn our . .

'

community xtfhich now exists through the media and "ufi&eV the cover of
t

, a holiness church. I look fonward to talking to your investigator -

out of the Atlanta office and trust he will be here perhaps next ; ,

week. "

The grand jury recessed Friday until Tues., Oct, 18, at which time y
it will again go^into the West situation. . ~ cpSkS^^/ -

f

A development happened this week in which I thdnk you will be
interested. West has scheduled Aubrey 'Williams^ Southern Conference
for Human Welfare, former head of National Youth Admins trat ion, worker
American Youth Congress, etc.* with long lists in cumulative index,
Home Committee on Hn-American^Activi'tias:) to speak before a mass
gathering of church folk from^bout 10 or 12 states at Dalton,
Oct. ±l\. 9 7^30 p.m.

The meeting is in conjunction with annual fall as&embly of
Church, of God of Union Assembly of which 0.9?. Pratt, Dalton, is
moderator. He has ordained West as one of his ministers, and he aid
West are co-publishers of a radical, hate -provoking monthly propaganda
sheet, The §outhe3one>r. Ai^r^ey Williams and Dr. Alva W^Jaylor are
listed in the newspaper masthead as Contributing editors.^J^^^j^

I" thought perhaps this bit of additional information giight be of
interest, and cterfcainly it should heljj) to draw a clearer picture of
the Communis^ pattern operations in our community.SjK

Q

P

I

^

«»
C,1

*ti

iBHffl
18 1955

OCT 10 1955

^ - -1 —
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF UpES.TIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
|

Mr; Earsons-

AIRTELFB£, Atlanta (100-559)
Transmit the following Teletype message to:
f *

)irector, FBI (100-20396)

10/26/S&,

Mr. Rosen-
Mr. Tamm
to. Sizoo

[r. Winterrowd-
Room

Mr. Holloman
Miss Gandy.

0J
DONALD LEE WEST, wa...

SECURITY MATTER - C

Remyairtels 10/6/55 and IO/7/55

1

^

«***.*

Enclosed are clippings from the "Dalton^Tews", Dalton, Ga
10/23/55* and the "Dalton Citizen", Dalton, Ga., 10/20/55
The enclosed article from the "Dalton News" of 10/23/55
reflects that WEST testified before the Whitfield County
Grand Jury on 10/20/55.

The enclosed newspaper article from the "Dalton Citizen 1
* on

10/20/55 reflects that EDGAR C. BUNDY, who was described .

as a high-ranking American Legion official challenged the
subject to voluntarily appear before the HCUA and deny under
oath the record against him. This address by BUNDY was given
before listeners in the American Legion Hall, Dalton, Ga.,
and to a radio audience. In this address BUNDY stated
that "several years ago two friends of his, MARTHA and JOHN
EDMINSTON, who joined the Ohio Communist Party as FBI under-
cover agents, told him of a numbed" of members of the Party".
BUNDY stated WEST was one of those

.

.Referenced airtel dated IO/6/55 pointed out that BUNDY had
previously stated to the Grand Jury of Whitfield County
that two close friends of his ^unnamed) had joined the CP
in Ohio as undercover agents of the FBI several years ago>
BUNDY was probably referring to 'JOHN and MARTHA EDMINSTON

^i as reported in the article appearing in the "Dalton Citizen"?

gS 10/20/55-

For the information of the Bureau^ also appearing on Page 1
of the "Dalton News" edition 10/23/55, is. an article captioned

CO-SJ "HOOVER BLASTS AT PHONY LIBERALS WHO DEFEND WORK OF COMMUNISTS
-IN U. S.". It is also noted that enclosed article Concerning
WEST'S appearance before the Whitfield Grand Jury appears on

^4 LUPage 1 of the "Dalton News", IO/23/55. The article concerning
p« H~the Director, \si speech given- to thek3fc£ernational Association
tp gof^Qhief s^Jof' Police as it appears in the ^Dalton News"

OS

L

CPR::iJd.5t

^ jW ';

'
'»

' Ericas I ( 2.* mfr.

Special Ag<3nt invCharge

y



I F-D-s36

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE:

Page 2 - AT 10Q-559 .

Transmit the' following Teletype message to:

Director, FBI (100-20396)

has no connection with the subject. This article has been
submitted to crime records.

f
j

The enclosed articles are submitted for the Bureau's information,
inasmuch as BUKDY had previously made reference to FBI. informants
who had furnished him information.

MUMFORD

CC: MR. BELMON* '^-r-^

BOM. INTEL. .DIVISION.

Approved : . Sent
;

_M Per.

Special Agent in. Charge



ALL INFORMATION

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF

date4^-B'

THE DALTCN CITIZEN
Dalton, Georgia
MARK PACE - Editor
October 20, 1955
^age 1

ENCLOSURE i
4f D i

2.0 ^
yft jT >"



Jalous
;
^ot11 * somecme : to/ hide bes

ittnjpthe^

f

fl?®sf^drr:a^emb^6f-ifee;Gom-

=

;t6i^nited>'Statest'idd
.

Miiqus^rgarii^ations^iab^^^^

,

(In ,many; instahcesr-Murctf:ln^
/Sunday ^scfioblk ;llferature;. '.contain?
IGohimunist'iarid - In^fesniri+tVailw» :1?

iafe^sticla^

£ iQi&rigf ^ej^lirs^;*; ^Communis

ItHe^prkmgHpe^

•'assertedif^v 'fw :^^"/>J - -^

^^'Sewaf^il'ftipsevpeople -who
?^JS^^;t«S ;tlie^drking peo'v
S)leV''V,- *>-..-,^': K ?-

(

: : * - '

v *. r^o^dd*thfy*i3^^fheir living?
*

}^ey^^u'4^^&t^pi - those'

.Legion, /. ',*}."
.

.. In . introducing:Sundy gptior^tpj
^thev'address;;Tpm^MinorV-cbmmand$|
:erVpf local Pqstblty} ;recail6drthltf
after-Buh^
tryfrom>theV'F^^
a year in advance, the ^hyasidnSof:!
South Korea 'by'; the tGohmuhlsS
North'Korean forcesfknd-'th&dotfnSj
;fall/0f airee/Chinarip;

,ftie CaSpIg
'Reds.

. L

-' ."
*

" -?/&!\

•jtteir 'Qwri^persbn^^^

>

lmaItffi&m8ne*U^
^ligiphy;

: ;;ec5^catiofe >ancr $tb&r;

mi

:;erg. ^^^Pathize^1i8?ttie United
.^ates:^iS%-^^^gf6:

"*^fe'ife 'in

^lsi;a;in\;^

'1|Mp|md, :|stabh^shedv,the' present?

!
MSSM^^^stimated; ,tfie¥e jar&*25,'- :

|t^§|||?
v
ited{ Stales^hav^i- a

r

nd;"fiat:
£§£|ea|fo^^

:|^^pctive. fin, every\phasC;pl A-"
^eracjtnjlife - wha;are-feprking as~

.

^gs^ators.. ^ <Ji.pr
*

\, „ J' ,
,.

"

?|§a£$t]te^^^ .i^y ^

I

:

>*Btin9y
* *an^VHis^iie.Vapp,eare

,

'd

l^pM?00t^^6^'^&Mbt^e^ .in

^fifaionv.'^ r «,._„_„» T.*iere<

[they "dtiad) > a^tVhdea5^t"he>. national

'

l^c6^eniio^^^^fy--^ttie
^

"-**American^

4



"M

ffitT&$

'-•^•^1,% *?$$&

:Mj
V&f*.

THE DALTON NEWS
Daltcra, Georgia- v
MARK PAGE - Editor
October 23, 1955
"Page 1

u_.^Mk
—Photo by, Lloyd, Gulladge

t DON WEST
After he left grand jury room

[Jury Recesses;
West Before j

{Group Thursday
Whitfield Counts grand jury

recessed Thursday afternoon until
after the Bartow County session of

j

Superior Court which begins Mon-
day.

Foreman "W. M. Sims said it was I

not. definitely decided when thej
[local jurors would return, depend- I
ing upon the completion of the [Bartow court tern

1

.. .

f
Mr. Sims said the grand jury

is continuing its investigation jn
the interest and welfare, of the I

people and the eo»ni*unity.
Prior to n*ce«#n&, the jury]

subpoenaed Don West Thursday,
afternoon. West, whose reeoi\i
from the files of the House Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities I

ha?
t
recently been mage publiaj

here, was in the jury room" tot
\

more than an hour.
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Director* FiBI October 11, 1955

SAG,. Atlanta (8Q-1~1£52)

MARK PACE
Editor
!Tae Dalton Citizen and The Dalton Hews

,

%Vo East Grawford Street
Dalton* Georgia
BESEABCH (0EIME REGOBDS)

Ad4*''/'-1 L?£ ^ Lfjt;, J- \
Reurlet September 30* 1955* to Mr, MARE PACE,- acknowledging
receipt of a letter from hiffi dated September 21 a 1955*

Mr PAGJS has "been contacted by SA
:;. who handles that territory and by
of the Atlanta Office on various occaSionsr:

on September 2f* 195^ the last time SAi Iwas in

Laasifl^Lt ''
-i

1

£3

--::» C^ W
'

5*2S *****$ ^T*

£•*&» W^**" -M,

Dalton, he had occasion to contact Mr, PAGE and review
the files of Mr,. PACE'S office,* in connection with the
case entitled *MI§CHA- tiHXENBEft&, 3£ ~ R & CAHADA"*
concerning one 0&C0 EDE&STEllJ. During-^that. visit*
Mr* PAGE brought up the matter of DOjplESaLand stated

^3> that he needed help in securing more current information
^tSj concerning WES57* He stated that he had run several

: xS. articles in his papers but all pertained to WEST'S
•$„

, R% stated then that there
grand $ury investigation concerning

'\

he
hlC

WEST and that %b would* be neeess&ry *© intepoQ-uce evidence
of more recent activity on the part of W5S9? if successful
grand jury action was to be had* He expressed the hope
that the 3FBI could be of assistance* SA I Iexplained
to him in detail the confidential nature of the WBX files
and suggested to him various public sources which could
be used in checking on any person, Mr. PACE, appeared to
fully understand and appreciate our position*

*_*,

*JL.*
^ SA| I

^u has mentioned the matted of PON WEST and that from Mr. FAdE r$/
has advised me that on various occasions Mr « PACE

«***#
, r; J^;, coitiments it appears he has already secured all information

.^v* -*— P^s available from the various sources referred to in your
**&' % I»£J ^?~' comments zu appears
r *st rSi available from the

letter of referensajnevertheless* pursuant to your letter
of reference &&,

[ J
again contacted Mr. PACE on October 10>

1955> and complied with the instructions contained in that
letter* -

8;

JKMsJdd

./

nr^r,,y

30 0C
' 19 1955

\



v.*

For the Bureau's confidential inforniationj it appears
that Mr, PACE has been carrying on & campaign to get
Mr, WEST out of Dal.ton by exposing him and that this-
campaign has been quite successful in bringing up the
circulation in Mr. PACE^s papers and in arousing the
local citizenry, it is the impression of the two Agents
to whom Mr, PACE has talked,, howeverA that Mr. PACE is
now fearful that he has prossed this matter to a point
Of a grand jury investigation "which has no hope of
resulting, in successful prosecution and that the iehtire
matter ma$vtherefore.i bao&fir(& on him to his discredit
in the community, wo will accordingly* be extremely
circumspect in our contacts with him in connection with
our coverage of 35CN WEST and any other security matter
investigations*.

'*•* 2 t
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DESPARTMENT^^JUSTICE

FBI, ATLANTA (100-559)

fee. "T^fmw *

Sr. Nichols-

^Jlftr. SdmohtfrrT

13

A I R T E L

Mir. Sarbo-
Mr. l£ohr_

Mr. P&rsoas_

Mr; Rosea
Mr. Tal

iwd_

Tele, Room.
! Mr. Holloman '

REGISTERED jftjgs flfl&SkTndnsmi-.t the following Teletype messag

^DIRECTOR, FBI (100-2.0396)

.

DONALD LEE WEST, 'was

.

SECURITY MATTER - C
_,

Re Atlanta airtel 10/26/55. .

Referenced airtel enclosed a clipping from the "Dalton News",
Dalton, Ga* 10/23/55; which reflects that the subject was
subpoenaed and testified before the Whitfield County Grand
jury on 10/20/55.

GEORGE P. DlLLARD, Special Assistant of the State Attorney
General in charge of. the Georgia Anti^Subversive Act, advised
on I1/1V55 he had obtained information to the effect the
subject had declined to answer any questions before the
Whitfield County Grand Juryo.on 10/20/55 and invoked the 5th
Amendment of the Constitution as a basis for declining.

CPR/jaw
MDMPORD

ALL INFORMATION GONTMNE

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEJjsflt-BYflfilA
""'

-:/

Of- 'A'x

' '
***** ^^J b ** lx/

improved :_

1 I Special Agent in Charge

;r* NOV 2* 1n

Sent.



Fj&ei (6^21^55)

i.
. ,

'V

7)

r-Bi

Date: 12/31/55

Transmit the following message via .AIRTEL

From SAC,

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

'LANTA (100-559),

To: DlfifeGTOR, FBI '(10Q*ZQ$9&)

DONALD LE^WEST, was* *

SECURITY MATTER - C

Enclosed herewith is a news item, which appears in the
12/31/55 edition of the Atlanta Constitution, reporting
action which has been taken by the Whitfield County
(:Georgi$ Grand Jury concerning captioned subject.

Since no formal advice has been received by this office
concerning- this particular matter,' no action regarding
same: is at this time contemplated. *
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TO: „Jir. Tolson

FROM: L.. 3., lliohola

Di!TB: October 2?, 1955

SUBJECT J 3MX& C, BUITDZ
II-IFORKATIOi: GOivCSRim-IG

o>>^ The captioned individual is a self-styled lecturer on
Gommunism.. Ho Is prominent in the American Le ;ion in the State of.
Illinois; however,

, he has been ac-c used by fellow Le-ionnaires on many
occasions of lotting his enthusiasm run swoy with itself, Ho deliberately

us- on ond occasion when 'he requested DeLoaoh, in my office, to
before the Illinois ' Department of the American Legion and speak

'alio jurisdiction of the FBI. We found out in sufficient time tha
actually Bundy had planned far the speech to be ftfven before the Abraham
Lincoln Club in Chicago which is a Republican political organization. His
invitation wan relucted.,

mi Sled
appear
concerning

be
b7CDeLo;ach has received a personal call from

Commander of the Department of O-eoryia, The American Legion, Bundy
has offer ; d to lecture in Georgia and has indicated he will expose- an
individual by .th^ name ' of Donald Lse^est. and individual who Is attempting
oo fjet a/carted in the newspaper profession in the State of Georgia". Several
sources of information have indicated to us that l/eat wan active in Com-
munist affairs in -Ohio in 19i+0. One source testified before the House.
Committee on Un-Amerioan Activities that Ue at was a Communist Party member
in Ohio in 19l}:0* Me have, received previous information indicating that
Bundy has remarked -to acquaintances that two former FBI informants in Ohio
have advised him that West is a Communist,

"'' b7C
beDuring the above-mentioned' calif rom Commander

inquired as to whether the State of ^eorrjia should hire Bundy to lecture,
Pe-Loach advised him that our files are, -of course, confidential but that

might desire to contact Lee Pennington, of American Legion Head-
quax-uers, before Signlxy* a contract with Bundy.
and stated he would- fro this-*

was appreciative

ACTIQ1U For record purposes

.

CDD;tfim
(3)

*

cc: Mr.. Jone 3

1
lOdj-^LiJJ'
NOT RF.CORXflSft

Vft NOV G 19*55

J

i

i
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o
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Transmit the following message via

Date: 1/5/56

,pP

(R/iority or Method of Mailing)

From SAC, Atlanta ClOO-559)

To -- Director, FBI (100-20396)

AIR MATT.,

DONALD LEE"WEST, Was .

SM - C

Remyairtel 12/31/55.

In the Grand Jury Presentments, October Term 1955,
Whitfield County Superior Court, dated 12/29/55 > as obtained
"by SA

I
I
from the Clerk of Court T s Office,.

Dalton, 0Ja., the following information was noted concerning
the subject:

be
hlC

3
^1

2
£2%

«3C

'In his charge to the Grand Jury, the Judge
referred to recent publicity in the Dalton newspapers
relative to alleged Communistic activities in Dalton,
and asked that this matter be investigated.

\ '. _*
"In-line, with this .investigation,., the Grand Jury

called before it various individuals, including the edpbors
of local newspapers^. ..since in, these newspapers it had been
alleged that the Rev. Don West had in the past been connected
in Other localities, with Communistic activities.

>.
"

'

''- "The Grand Jury found that Don West is reported
to be a minister of the Church of God of the Union Assembly,
and is editor of a local newspaper called the Southerner*

. .^DOn West appeared before this Grand Jury but refused to answer ^/
2: itrjjvario^p questions, concerning his past and present activities, XL-
lIj faking^protection under the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution,

H^hereby* a person Cannot be compelled to testify on something^ j^that mi'ght incriminate himself .
f

.
*\

"" "" "The questions which he refused to answer referred
hot only to his; past conduct, but also with his present activity

oca

Q£* GO «so

ffi~ Bureau {100-20396) (BM

J

BLl%
1 - Atlanta (100-^

\*)X2£^. —-J ...a •_/.'*! «fc& fG JAN g 195g

)\A\,

A./1.3.D.

SPEC. oa..

J Approved: _i ** " \v*Q\

^
SpeclqllPAVent in Charge

Sent*&^
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Date:

Transmit the following message via

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

From SAC,

To:

AT 100-559
Page. 2

"in our community. These questions were asked by the Grand
Jury as a "body, representing all the people of Whitfield
County, and for the purpose of determining whether there
was activity in our County which would fee detrimental to

ail of our people.

"We wish to state that this body recognizes the

right of any person, including the editor of the Southerner,

(
to invoke the aid of the Fifth Amendment to the. Constitution

I of the United States whenever any answer to a question asked
by this group might tend to incriminate such person. We

•• wish to point out that this Grand Jury is a legally constituted
I agency of our Government with a duty to represent and protect
• the rights of all citizens in our County, including the editor

\ of the. Southerner. This being the case, we feel we have the
< right to expect the full cooperation of all law abiding

citizens who are interested in the welfare of our community
' •

. when called before us as witnesses* We did not receive this
! cooperation from Don West, editor of the Southerner.

"The Grand Jury did not go further into this

matter, feeling that such an investigation should be referred
to Federal Authorities * However, the Grand Jury does want the

public to be aware of the fact that Communistic activities can

be going on in our own home community, and all of/Us $ho love
America and our way of life should ever be w&fechful that Communism

does not infiltrate and spread into our community.

"The Grand Jury wishes to commend the editors of the

Dalton News, and Daltdn Citizen on their alertness: in this

matter and their policy to expose such activity if and when it

exists.

"By direction of the Grand Jury, the Foreman and two

other members will appear before the January 19§6 Grand Jury,

to urge that they continue the' investigation of Communistic
activities in our community."

Approved:
; : Sent __: M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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FBI'
Date:

Transmit the following message via

(Priority or Method of Mailing)'

From SAC,

To:

AT 100-559
Page 3

This information appears to "be the press release
appearing in the Atlanta Constitution of December 31, 1955,
which article was forwarded to the Bureau as ah enclosure
to reairtel

.

MUMFORD

END

-

f-1 1

Approved:,
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per
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SAGj A"fi'antar^a0pr5?97

Director, FBI (3.00^20396) ~" /jf J?,, ,.

^ DOEALD &EE WEST

Jn . -p SECURITY MATTER - C

January 25, 195>6

Tolson
Boardman
Nichols _
Belmont _
Harbor
Mohr

ReurairtO'L 1/16/56 enclosing, iievsgaper
Clipping reflecting that subject Jias been expelled
by the Church of God of the IDhion Assembly, Dalton,
Georgia,, and that subject has left Jalton, Georgia*

3y letter 1/12/^6 captioned '.*HCUA * Iforth
Carolina Hearings.** Washington, Field Office advised
that HCUA hearings in North Carol -in? ar-a rfthhrh-i

for
HCUA

nd .1^, 19J?6.
advised; Washington H'i<ua Ufd

ed

ce
on l/ii/ >>& that west will definitely be a witness;
before HC0A# f |

did not indicatfewhether a
subpoena had oseri served on West.

by 3/1/56*

NOTE ON YELLOW:

Submit up«-to~date report to reach Bureau

^A^<-

b6
b7C

Subject identified aS-CJP member as early
as 193*K fl§ kas been identified as CP member as
late as 19^7 • Bufiles contain no information
reflecting^subjeet has ever defected from or been
expelled by CP. Subject lias maintained some Goiitact
with current SI subjects and his name was found among
-effects -.of Junius Scales, Smith Act defendant at
tim# -of his arrest 11/18/5^ , Subject interviewed
3/2/5*+ and was partially cooperative • He admitted
CP membership 193^-1936. „ , - -;;..

MJL INFORMATION CONTftI

RBT;amc^^f

NED

Winterrowd,

Tele. Room
Hollbroan

Gandy. = ' v

HEREIN IS

"DATET#^3Y-



[ FD--36 C6--21-55)
;;*» v.f.U >*«v*< «r*M£.*

F BI

Transmit the following message via

AIRMAIL

>£& Kohr _
Mapftrsoas

.

^l&sen
j

I«Tt. Noase

Tele, Boom,

J&. Holloman_
^ss Gandy

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

From/SAC, ATLANTA (100-559)

To:VBIKECTOR^FBI (100-20396)

DONALD LEE WEST
SM-C

,

Re Atlanta airtel to Bureau dated 1/5/56.

Enclosed is an article appearing in the Atlanta '

Constitution 1/14/56, which reflects that subject has been
expelled by the Church of God of the Union Assembly,. Dalton,,
Ga., and has left Dalton^

MDMPOKD t/f C

END

/ 3,,- Bureau (100-20396KREGISTERED MAlL.)£)nc
°"1 - Atlanta (100-559)

&1&
CPRAimW

A! LWORMWtOM COfiTAIME

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEB

DATE-4^BY^Z

. \
x ,j #

v 4'
-

•

Approved:

m - us

Special Agent in Cfts^e

/aa-2d3f£- j/?3

s© JANM 195ft

^m^O^TROL

Sent .M Per
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;

West

afternoon- ordered
'. ;West; to; .testi-

Ht^DED^^LipiATOlVl

; -After: ithe ^expulsion vote Swas
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&^h|SnChiircn

:
;ke>:sl;shortij|?affe|

|}iTe4dayn&^
auote&^mem^
gregation^as? say3iig:'

:

'

v
they- sa^y;

.'ahd^leaye ' Dal ton. t; ;H '
;""i '

'

;.

fflfKe^Re^
v£*^ '

:">w £«-*£ . r -•4 «• .

f ?;;•'- .^A ; fees!3&t .-•Vrf «

-

;a
jthe-

>
Jjast* ^has i:defendgd£vWest

^ip^about, *2 ;;afmf|Tuelda^apci
iihmh#^the^
cgmmunism^;?;;r;^ V'l' ^V1 v?'

:"^

r.vWest;\ '$}ye&oi&$lnMiv£i» ?;6t

pgper:Wj?|K^acfc^fiivestigation *of

'

P; 33e;£pre > Administering the oatk
:^:^4g^^efe% ^any of til

imbibers; ihadr iinvoked the 5tl

?House\ ]gomrnitt|| 'on,
:
Uri-Ameri-

:ca^^Actiyities;.*
V '. *

" *

.

" * "
-

j; ^lYes^r.fiaye^'.spoke up West
;rrpm,;the;;back; of 'the* speakers 1

:*, Mitcheil^en^^jfned to'the,Kev,'
Mr.. Pfitti^anf said:' '"I will be
glad 'to -administer^ ,the

;
oath' to.

eyeryohe exceptrDofii West."
,
TheVRey; ;

;Mri/ Pratt declared :,

f > "If .any, of. .niy: .ministers* won't
swear-befo're/av^and.jury^ or any
oAer\jlii^\that\fr(f.^vhbf a Com-
munist^ 'Ivdoh't;want^ him *

in this
4

church* /We-'warit
:

iq. knjow if any
of;jypU; ;are °&mmuhists."" .*".'

..The. -inoder^atpf 'th^n ordered:
West either id> appear before the.

grand jury" and' testify whether
he had been, aCommunist since
jpihingthe Ghurch.pf JGod in„1952,

"or -get but p| my .church."

. Mitchet'tbld/ffie-Rev; Mr. Pratt
(

there* were qu^stipris' concerning.'
Wesfs. activities 'before 1952' that
should be answered;

:afehdedr#fidayis^^es'si6B^ _^*v«. ui* yv«iui

Mfaffl^i&*mh:*ffi^ mornings
r,j *;lri addition;' to serving as -a.;^%pa1iiea^^a&^a^^ff6^^ ??..fffn^r

a
^ :^

oMe/DaltilNe^stS^ God .minister, West is;

.{»&«*;«; ^^^^M>^/wswiE^ e^tw of a mpnthly ,kno.wn as The.
iwfeq 'has. pamp^igh^d%>]hii^

ALL INFORWIATIOM CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

nATE^/^BYife^

monthly 1

Southerner.,; He 'was -an English
i;eacher,;at Ogle&oi'pe University,

Atlanta, in, .15'46^8; .and ^t
t
one

time "w as. ' 'superintendent of
ipls.at Lula..' . I

1952; a.witness before the
ate Internal Security subcjrn-
:ee; cited West as an exanlple

of the Communist plan to infil-

trate the Boy .Scouts." ' At the

;
time West called :the testimony-;

^lousy lies."- V
**"

;

THE ATIANTA OOJBTITaTTOW
RALPH ??0 GILL - Editor'
Atlanta^ Georgia
Page 1, Col* ^
January llh 1956 /oo-^o.5? 1-/^3

ENCLOSUEE
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?the4mihistry; is; publisher - of\t e.
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DONALD LEMEST

•January 27>
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ReBulet 1/25/56 Captioned as abo^eand
re Boston letter 1/17/56 captioned t<Communist Party,

USA, Strategy in industry, eternal Security *•$$*

with Copies to Atlanta* . .

to
-Ea_,Boa^on letter staffs that aftCorflftg

subject met With
Communist Party Colonizer* ana. Ed strong, member
Of the National Negro 'Commission of the Communist
Party, in New .Xorfc City on 12/20/55 at which tame
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transfer tothey apparently discussed. ,
._„„_

Daiton, Georgia, where he is to work, on "She

.Southerner,," a newspaper edited by the subject*

This information should be carefully paraphrased
due to. the nature' of its source and included in
the report being prepared by your office*

In View of recent developments: in this

cases you should consider the desirability of reeom«

mending subject for inclusion en the Security index.

NOTE ON YELLOW*

Subject deleted front .Security Index in
1955 because he did not meet Criteria set forth in
SAG Letter 55-30*
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DALTON, Jan; 13 — Don West

Dalton minister and editor, Fri-

day night was expelled from his

church by the church member-

ship.

The action came after the Rev.
C. T. Pratt, founder and* national

moderator of the Church of God
of the Union Assembly, Friday
afternoon ordered West to testi-

fy before a grand jury investi-

gating communism' or "get out

of my church."

A Dalton spokesman said the

church membership Friday night

voted "100 per cent" to expel

the pastor. The spokesman also

said West turned in his keys to

the church Friday afternoon.

HANDED ULTIMATUM
The Rev. Mr. Pratt issued his

ultimatum at a quarterly session

here attended by some 100 minis-

ters of the church from 12 states.

After the expulsion vote was
taken, Pratt said he had not
heard from West since the day
meeting. Pratt said West turned
in his church keys shortly after

the day meeting. The moderator
quoted members of West's con-

gregation as saying they saw
the minister pack his belongings

and leave Dalton.

The Rev. Mr. Pratt, who in

the past has defended West
against public charges of Com-
munist affiliations, Friday had
an oath disavowing communism
administered to all church min-
isters except West.

LEADER'S DECISION

The church moderator said he
decided on the oath after wafting

up about 2 a.m. Tuesday and
finding "the Lord talking about
communism."
West, 47-year-old native of

nearby Ellijay* was summoned
to testify before a Whitfield

grand jury investigating com-
munism last October. He invoked

the 5th Amendment in refusing

to answer questions.

Whitfield Sol. Erwiri Mitchell

attended Friday's session to ad-

minister the oa,th. He was ac-

companied by Mark Pace, editor

of The Dalton News and Citizen,

who has campaigned in his ne\y&;

Continued oa Page 5, Coltgg^ '^
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Expels West

Continued from Page 1

paper for an investigation oft

West. I

Before administering the oath,'

Mitchell asked if any of the!

ministers had invoked the 5th

Amendment in refusing to testi-

fy before a grand jury or the

House Committee on Un-Ameri-
can Activities.

"Yes, I have," spoke up West
from the back of the speakers'

rostrum.
Mitchell then turned to the Rev.

Mi*. Pratt and said: "I will be.

glad to administer the oath top

evei-yone except Don West."

The Rev, Mr. Pratt declared

"If any of my ministers won't

swear before a grand jury or any^t

other jury that he is not a Com-j-

munist, I don't want him in this

church. We want to know if any

of you are Communists."
The moderator then ordered

West either to appear before the

grand jury and testify whether

he had been a Communist since

joining the Church of God in 1952,

"or get out of my church."

Mitchell told the Rev. Mr. Pratt

there were questions concerning

West's activities before 1952 that

should be answered.

The solicitor promised that West
would be the first witness to ap-

pear before the Whitfield grand

jury Monday morning.

In addition to serving as a.

Church of God minister, West is]

editor of a monthly known as The
Southerner. He was an English

teacher at Oglethorpe University,

Atlanta, in 1946-48, and at one

time was superintendent of

schools at Lula.

In 1952 a witness before the

Senate Internal Security subcom-

mittee cited West as an example

of the Communist plan to infil-

trate , the Boy Scouts. At the

time West called the testimony

"lousy lies."
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DALTONT, Jan. KOp-Don West>
former minister and editor who
invoked the Fifth Amendment
when a

4 grand jury sought to ques-
tion him about communism, Sat-
urday had left town, apparently
free from any further local in-
quiry.

West packed his belongings and
jeft late Friday after the Rev.
C. T. Pratt, moderator of the
Church of God of the Union As-
sexn&y publicly called on him to
testily before the grand Jury or
get

;
out of my church." Then,

saig' a spokesman, the church's
quarterly conference attended by
some 30Q* ministers from 12 states
unanimously voted Friday night to
expel West
Pratt said that West turned in

<Sne keys not only to a church he
served here, but also to the print-

,-T
m& *>Iant °* ^e Southerner, ,a pub-

1

lication controlled by Pratt and ed-
ited by West/ ,

o $ o

SOt. GSK. Erwin Mitchell said
that although West was called be-
fore a Whitfield County grand
jury investigating - communism
last October, he was under noi
subpoena to appear before a new
grand jury convening Monday.
Hence, explained the prosecutor,
he was not in contempt in leaving
the county.

West, poet, former school teach-
er and superintendent and college
professor, has in recent years vig-
orously denied any Communist
'leanings or ties. In 1952." he brand-

1

ed as viousy.lies" a charge if' ah
former Communist before a U.S •

Senate subcommittee that he- had!
once attempted to infilitrate the?
Boy Scouts with communism.
Then farming in Douglas Coun-

ty, he said that 20 years earlier
he had written a poem for the
Daily Worker, Communist organ,
w&a "a Communist then," but
since had severed all ties with the
party.

o » $

WEST,IS a 47-year-old native of
the nearby mountain town of EIH,
jay. No announcement of his des-
tination was made Upon his- de-
parture from baltori;.
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