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A growing disafiection for Amcrlcans In Thalland, evi-
"enced by a recent anti-Americun editorial in the newspaper
‘Stam Jeath, is just one indication of a yeappraisal of Thai policy

according 1o Russell

American Friends Service Commince representative who re-
cently returned from an investigatory visit to Sputheast Asia.
(I‘hai newspapers, he noted, are under government control))
7 In South Vicinam, which he visited for the tenth time, he
found a general feeling of hopelessness amnong the people ani
a “widespread acquiescence™ to the National Liberation Frorh
oflensive. One ellect of the woirsening siination in the citics, he
says, has been that “cntreprencurs who have been making
moucy as a yesult of tlie war are caught in the mwiddle” One

. .o maetomecnl eall fancar
i Wit manona sgi-ntierest, jahnscn.

\.oal.lOIIL "IC(IIBIIIL:L Prll:sl, prdlll.d u) ul: i\ﬂIIﬁ.lL, ;u!d l.h‘.
ATSC visitor that *Communism , . . in its worst form . . .
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pP.140-"Fricnds
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Philadelphia, 1

Date: 3/15/68
Ediien: VO1 .14, No.,
Author:

Editor; Frances Wil
Title: Browin
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¢WER £ urnished on Apr:.'.l 11, 1967, the follow;ng
Atems:

[
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(1) A leaflet captioned "AFSC Report From
Vietnam,"” which states that BRONSON CLARK
would present a talk April 5, 1967, at
8 p.m., at the Abington Friends Meeting
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Houte, Jenkintown, Pa.

ERONSON CLARK was described as a coﬂcerned Quakér

businesscan experienced in refugee projects who had been in =

Vietnam to observe and analyze the needs of civilian war
victims. It aiso stated CLARK was in charge of the AFSC

Vietnam Refugee Frogram. S

(2) Press Release of March 27, 1987, from
AFSC, a copy of which follows:

.
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that could negetiate with the Viet Tong.
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Press redzzre of Mereh 27, 105'7 i‘vo'n ALY .S C,

— S o

"The United Siszies has the vower to Gestroy Vietnsz btut it connot vin the ‘peop.l.e
ezcording to Brenson P. Clark, progren essociete of the Anerican Friends Service

«Cormittze, who hes just returned fro*-' 2] two mntl's survey t”‘ijp to \1etna'r:. emd So

east Asia. ,
- .

South, think of 't‘.l""‘"’"°3\"=‘5 ES V- tremise ernd 80

“"The Vietnemzze, boilh Iorth end

eccepl the efrinistraiicn thesis thet they heve invaizd tremmelves s," Cinxk seid,
revorting to the AYSC stzTi. VIl we wish to sicp 4te loss of Anericzn end Vietn

lives, then wve must realize thel ve ere nol defending Soulh Vietrnzc tul ere in a
nassive tiliiezif effor: 1o japose e goverm—ent of our chkoice on South Vietnzm.”

‘ClarXk traveled exiensively in V
leaCers end studants, Sournezli
Szigon erse.

N

i} x:":z..‘cra in Quonzg I‘.""J. an.‘i in 1

i t2lking to mhter:;', perso'mel, V:e'tremes
ts, end LFLC stel

Clark wes in Vietnen Guring the "Iron Tri e.ngle" or YCedar Fzlls Operation.” Ee
ported that the frericans sivgzd fourteen cou seca..ive B~52 raids, erpioyed nepal

flametnrcsers, defolistion E_'D..... used diteh diggers end bulldozers "until the jung
'lnr"-oF 1-111.'.:- a giovt E‘tr\ 21 '\l:-‘v -R_ raled it 1‘-5-’\}' end -F‘nv--Hn M Vod ettt Ver mfdoan

i ¥ LGeIr Ll b LI Ly G WA
conclusions of this cperation, tbe Viet Cong staged en acnbush +hich produced hes
casuzliies to en Arericen militery group. - e |
"Thet is the story of this war," said Clezk. "We hsve 'the ablllty to move dn Jo
where we wish, but cannot in fest »ac i“‘y in any significent way. The militery
indicate thet’ 'che war 'is,a ﬁve-;;ear ver et e mirirmom and that many more Arerice
“trocps would have to be employed.” Clark sa’i tkhat the edministretion in Veshin
is dex:andlng of our military tmreasona‘ble dates and uretteinzdle ocjectives.

Clark saigd there were two ny‘ths hold:mg up negotistions. The ‘flrst xsy‘th that w
bave slwost won the wer, is contrary to the facts in the field. Even those pro-
vinces vhich ere declared "paclfied" are, in feet, unsefe For A:aer:.cans who live
in Torts surromded by 'barbea vire erd only vent‘trc out in ar d strength.

"The secon& myth,” said Clerk, "is t‘ﬂe con it:mual stress on negotiaulons wnen, in
Fact, the Americen position in Vietnem is to drive forvard with the war 4n order
1o "u:Ln something, Clark ir.ﬁ_.cai'ed that; 4f tbe Americans were sincere about -
negotiations, t‘rﬂy should imr2digiely aliov a free press and rermit Buidhicts,
doctors, jou rreiists, end otkor S=zigon intellectuals en opporuunity 1;0 begln 'ho
discuss negot-a ions wrbe the Ilanon_l L;Lerat:xon I‘ron... :

"We camot convincee the Front we wish to nagodaue ‘wnen we make it ﬁmosca.n'le 1‘0
the Vietnznese to work-out exong thenselves whet forr of government night ensrge

To help with negotiztions, Americens n
en internetional- presence in V:Lct--?:.;, to serve es o mzdistor end to essist the -

...Jchnson e3ministration in ecguiring a practical politics) procedur

e T e Rstsht-Eop
“Fp. Vietpnzm o, without poli _.icd traurma in the United Siates. “
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Clarl- 1na;ca.,ed sozz oplinism on the ending of the wer by virtue of three nev

" elecents:

. . . . - . - . " mT s

* . . . - .- . .- . ;

1) The Vieinen war offends 'th entire diplematic world commnity. 7 7

Even thosz diplomats who support our efforts are currently : '
) encouraging our governr_e*u to neso‘t:ate e.long U Tﬂ:—'ﬂ.t' : ..
-7, - Pproposzls. . . AR ‘ . e i

A : . . - - - . . .

2) More and more politicel lesders mow reelize thet & growving body ..
_ of Anericens ere opposed.to the war end would vote for positi\'e S
T -~ Bieps on our side to negotiete for I-:er:xcan vztha rewvel. ST

3), The Arerican myth thet Caina is grezt, poverful and sggressive,
- ds crucbling. Chinz 4s not regerded es & pilitery threat by ]
- most Southeaq.. Asien nztions &nd even Axmericens who specielize-
in "Chaire wetching” feel thet China is currently preoccupied ..
a.nd by no reans hes the posiure of en exba:wdmg pcr..er. _
"Anotl:°r long r::.ng= ceuse for opti:ns*" " Clerk seid ; "l:Les in the fact thet the
Vietnarese people, by educating the A-ericans tg_,the folly of trying to solve

~ Boutheast Asia's problems by war, have probatty saved the United Stetes from &

‘wer with Chine. Any Awericap politiczl edrzistreticn will give J.ong pause V

- he sa.'m 5 "before lead*ng that na‘b:.on in‘bo & var 'with Ch.tna.

In J:.nua.ry, 1967, Claxk resigned &s viee resic'ient of Glli‘ord Instmnt
Leboratories in order to eccept hic essignrant with the AFSC. Previously .
he had vorked for the Committee in Chine, lorocco, enl Algerie, and had ;
served as & member of the werking perty which p:‘oduced the ‘book PEACE I

‘vmmu B X APPRO%C! It SOUTAEAST ASIA. _ - I
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: By Broxson P. Craxk e
‘\R]ARS have always been hard on divilian popula-
\/ tions, but somchow the war in Vietnam, with the
employment of modern weaponry (including air power)
on an essentially peasant country produces civilian suf.
fering in a manner difierent [rom that of past wars. As
one well-known international correspondent said to me
in spcaking -of the American efort, “It’s the invasion of
the Martians!” 7 -
One result is that the country's primitive, provincial
hospital system is overwhelmed with casualties of all ages
and sexes. A New Zealand doctor told me as we walked
through Qui Nhon hospital, I believe there are more’
civilian casualties than all the military casualiies on both
sides combined.” This hospital did not have a laboratory
orthy of the name; patients were often placed two to
bed. Antechambers to the two operating rooms were,
trowded with wounded, some of them on makeshiit cots’
and mats, all waiting their turn at the tables. !
A similar hospital in Quang Ngai performs major,
surgery and bone repair but does not even have an Xray
machine! Some American government aid reaches these
hard-pressed hospitals, but gh‘ey are yun by the Saigon
government and suffer from slowness, bureavaatic in-
-effidency, corruption, and the chaos Tesulting from the

war. Jt seems ironic that while, in the interest of efficiency,
the United States interferes

=% T ERILLAE Ll sl

with Saigon’s military opera-
tions, it respects Saigon's sovereignty in medical matters.
Before coming to Vietnam I was under the impression
that the main fighting was taking place in remote, moun-
tainous, guerrilla-dominated areas. In trips to cities and
towns from the south to the northern city of Hué I found
that most operations were undertaken in the populated
and farming areas along the coast. ¥ know of no-dity in
South Victnam where travel beyond the city limits at
night is regarded as safe. Except for air travel, American
military movements during the day are made in armed
, ECTIVOyS™ v '

el .

(Indicate poge, home ¢
newspaper, city and &

D.133, 1314" "I
- Journ
Philaedelphia

Date: 3/15/6? -
Edition: YDle 13;1
acthor: Bronson

Editor:Frances 1
Browin
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~—Coztl cities Tike Danang, Quang Ngai, Qui Nhon; ‘ Military officials have told me privately thisi
and, of course, Saigon have Vietcong operating vight In (.10 one 10 two million men and five years to “d

ehe subhiarl: and often in the towns themselves. The

-y ey e~ =
BC PUVULIL) 4l Witk | S La RO TR S e )

- job.”” There was reporied to be a debate within the
United States military has responded with H and I fire ;. o1y whether 10 apply the total-destruction or the
(Harassment and Interdiction}, which is random shelling whelming-troop-superiority method, but it now ap
to keep the VC of balance. This shelling is done by Navy ,,,; e may apply both. , o

ships and shore-based batteries. The second-largest pro-
ducer of civilian casualties is no doubt machine-gun fire
from helicopters. As one GI snid, "2 they wave at us we

assume they are friendly, but if they run we let ‘em

All this has produced growing disenchaniment o
part of Vietnamese who have supported the United §
One former South Vietnames= Government minister
“I eannot afford to be seen with Americans, or my Ir

- 311 - N . .
have ! - ’ will regard me as 2 collaborator.” The Buddhists
As the war proceeds, more of the population is force-

' ation €€ recognized to be a group willing to take their chan
ably regrouped, ofien alter haish interrogation, in opera-
tions carrying prosaic names like “*County Fair.” Many
Americans of good motive, working as United States
Government officials, attempt to make these regrouping
opcrations easier on the civilian population. But the
trauma of separation from the land and from the de-

. m I- 1 1 . ! ) »
gltroycd home anrd village Sl-lll remains Efforts o leave namese student contacts have said that because the A
l‘cfugee camps olten result in additional casualties.

Lt Y e o A Ao ot a7 . ican establishment in South Vietnam is now so ¢
B e e e whelming they fe he st vsigsof hei own s
stretches as far as the eye can see, or the new 10,000-foot cignty drifting away. '1_‘he§ P eaL,.pcrhaps nan-e.l;
: . . . - the recent entry of American troups into the Delta:

jet runway under constructiod at Qui Khon, aid 10 re- the US. leave any area of responsibility for our
fugees and the wounded is fractional. The US. Agency | o The yecult appears to be more 2nd more p

. :.lw"ﬂ- P A I A Rl rr-“-- e me e sEfws W B2

for International Development's refugee budget for the ity on the part of Ky's forces. This may account fo!
current fiscal year. including material aid, is fourtecn 4 p\0can claim of a decline in the rate of desertions
million. More millions go into distribution of USAID- 1 believe that, considering the diffcultics under w

imported foodstufls. More than a score ol volunteer ;.. . 0 ohtained, most of these figures are suspect
-------- add shate hir B HETEM T rlomt mo e y

“5"‘“':"’ 200 00T o1, DUl I 35 &u VOTY WMGGEst TOMpParea As {or defections from the Victcong 10 Ky’s sidc,
with the war cost. And what are the results of the mili- figures are again difficult to come by, though a per
tary efore? , - wisit 10 a Chien Hoi (open-arms) retraining camp revs
Five internationally known war correspondents with ;o me a pathetic group of men and women living i
whom 1 talked all agree that if the United States persists g5 1otal idleness on a tiny patch of treeless waste v
the country will be destroyed. As the late Bernard Fall e direction of a recently imported Filipino who ¢
said, "It will be the victory of the graveyard.” ¥ you ifi_pnot speak Vietnamese! -
quire about American willingness to negotiate, you are -
looked at with amarcment. *How can Johnson negotiate?

e Al o Wl _at__

negotiations with the National Liberation Front, so
pelitical initiatives were crushed. A: present they z
disarray in terms of their ability to cope with Ky's po

sinte snmtioe Ieorususr thav etill renrecent a3 oroun
BLALC LALLILDS. LAUIWL LG, LIIL) SLild AL g7 Labait & gt Wisps

must be taken into account in any scitlement.
Other Vietnamese Government leaders and °

Ll & JU T L PO oLt - a_r L A YR
T 14kl L »wol ill} llllllg )’Cl. S PO LOC INATIONAD L.1DCTa

tion Front and Hanoi, there seems to be general agree- -
ment that they always have been ready to discuss Ameri- '
<an withdrawal but have no intention of attending a - - B

surrender conlerence.

=13-
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“"Whilé the Johnson administration verbalize¢ i THe
flow of aid from the North and on Hanoi's direction of
the Vietcong, the fact is that the United States military
is confronted with 2 continuing full-scale insurgency in
the South. We are very much at war agzinst South Viet-
nam, and the moves into the Delta are hard to At into
the existing U.S. Administration myths. All agree that
the Delta has been a VC stronghold for thirty-four years,
despite there being scarcely a Northerner in the place!

From my search for Vietnamese opinions on how the
war might be stopped, one thing emerged as paramount.
This was the fact that, as a leading Catholic priest said
to me, “censorship of our press and the inability o dis-
cuss peace initiatives plus the suppression of even ‘new-
tralisra” makes it impossible for us to find a way out. We~
must vely on the United States for that™

A youthful Vietnamese woman active in the coopera-
tive movement said, “Maybe a miracle will save ws”
Throughout her whole life-she has known nothing but
war, and the poignancy of her ay indicated her despair.

But wars are made by man, not by God, and prayers

ot followed by specific acts upon our part will not pro-
fluce “miracles.” There are still initiatives available 1d
the United States. U Thant’s thrce steps {stop bombing
in tho,Nunh de-escalate in the South, and negatiate witk,
=11 participating parties) taken all together, are still valid.
Or a leal could be taken from Algeria, where the “provi-
sional government” that was se( up to run a refersndum
-stepped aside in favor of the new government Some ob-
scrvers here feel that the present Constituent Assembly

offcrs a chance to create some s:m:lar government, bchmd .

which the United States can beat a strategic retreat. Even
though the Assembly screened out “neutralist,” it seems
«lear that groundwork is being 1aid for eventual negotia-
tions with the NLF. :

MPQI‘I\A"'HIP we ll'lnuld wnlinhc to b" d U ‘}. "ﬁii“'i

of the war and 10 keep pressure on our Government offi-
cials to reverse the continued massive American military
build-pp and its concomitant destruction. We should
pushiéor prompt American military withdrawal. We can-
not achieve our stated objectives, however noble, by em-
ployi ing present methods. “The tides of nationalism run .
strong in Southeast Asia. A policy that takes this into
account can start tluc process of rcgaining our lost morat

mnctiirr halfara Al

R —
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letir," Philadelptia, Pa., March
tle captionec,"Vietnan war 'Futile
Charges.” A copy of this item
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Vietnom Wear

Dualer Obzer

. The war in Vietnam war de-
-nounced 2t a "futile eflort” yes-,
terdzy by a Quaker who recenl}\
toured Southcast Asia.

Rronsoh P. Clark, who mede! Viet Conp #nd sci their own

the two-month trip for ther
Americen Tricnds Service Coni-t
mittee, reported (o & session o,.
the 257th Yearly Meeling of the

Religiovs Sccicty of Fricnge at’
their Arch Street lnﬂe..lrg'

House, 4th and Arch sis, iquentl) used by the administra-

Talk of viclory is & "mxih thet;
I deluding Americens,” it was

cherged by the Quaker observer. l

“Our hoped-far victory would

hea nrihicre saaec the
o DGLNInE more UL W

jgravevard, for our war pG]IC'\’

'an only destoy the country
ipeithout  winning
| samese,” Clerk declareg,
Hinning 1s & “Myth’

“We are noi defending South
Vietnam bui art in a massne
lmm.ar\ efiort 1o impose a pov-
ernment of our choice upon 1L
Ine sddea.

{ “Presigent Jchnf-on has im-

ahiasti- =g
U\Jli. -

e

}l’\)‘»“
upon the military, while the mili-
tary view the war in terms of
another five years ond znother
million men, &t the minimum,”
he continuc-d. *It is & myth that
we are winning, Eighty percent
of the countryside is stij] in con-
tro! of Viet Conz, known there
as the National Liberation Front.
“The so-called pacification of
the matives &5 another myth
being fed to the American peo-
ple. The American troops have
Lo live in barbed-wire protected
areas, and onlv venture out m
armed strength™

VA *Police State®

femm e e =t

Sudipidasa u W

the U. §. shifts its policy from

ing &

Clark called the possibility of
megotiations also & myth, unless

['L!’" fuC’
ver Charges i

*winning something” and  “'de-
fea ting Norih Vizinam™ to one
6! encouraginy Saifon lcaders
to themselves negatiate Vwith the

terms.

“Instead of this, our poli:.\-
teems 1o be bazed on that of
iRorea, and of heving the coun-
try sn\cred * Clatk can:mued
“The word ‘negniiation,” so fre-

tion in the U. §. is almost un-

known or unmentioned there.
““Tnere is 1o free press, 43,000

.political prisoners, the Buddhists

thar~- e‘ql\ ere schad Tt is a
L= 110 popary I

police state, with the present as-
sembly screcred to keep out not

the Viel- only .communisis but also new-

tralists, ang free-thinking intel-
lectuals, including college pro—l
fessors, are closely watched.

| *Our military achievements
thave thus far been the leveling
fof villages, foresis &nd rubber
plantations, and ceuvsing TIce,
fields to be jcle 2ad the cities:
ierowrded with refupees and wir-
injured  wiclims, many wit
burns G amputations.”

Team If.Quang Ngal’

Clark reported especially on
the city of Quang Ngai and the
work there of an American
Friends Service tcam of ten na-
tives and five Americans. The,
Americans include John Pixton.!
history prolessor on leave from
the Ogontz Center of Pennsyl-
vania State University, and,
Keith Brinton, of George School, !
Newiown, Bucks county.

Clark resigned in January as
an executive of an electronics
firm at Oberlin, Dhio, Lo join the
American Friends Service Com-|
mittece, He recently moved to
Germantown,

TheYFriends Yezrly Meetmg,

hich numbers 92 local meetings

with 15,000 members, will con-
lmue _through Wednesday. Feu!-
I'l'al Juuge HIDEH D .l\ldub tl
nsdowne is presiding cleri *
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“-- T --ende Journal," Philadelphie, Pa., Devernper

2T oIt weo-: TR% gnmd €88, carried an article carticned,
YTotwis~ Vio<> the Enermv," by ROSS FLANAGAN, which revealed

that BRONSOC CLAFK, KUSSELL JOHNSON, anc ROSS FLANAGAN, all

cf the AFSC, in September 1967 participated in a week-long
corference in Eratislava, Czechoslovakia, with the Czechoslovakiar
Pezce Committee as host. The meetings, arranged by DAVID :
DELLINGER, editor of Liberation, brought together 41l Americans
generally representative of the "New lLeft" with eight members

of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

The conference sessions were largely devoted to the
presentation of formal statements, professions of mutual
admiration, ané the enumeration and exchange of questions for
further discussion. The NLF placed major emphasis in its
statement on the historical development of the Front's struggle
for independence and the quality.of life in its "liberated
zones,” while the North Vietnamese focused their presentation
arcuné their country's extensive and imaginative arrangements
to cope with stepped-up American bombing. The American

delegaticn presented an assessment of the effects (political,
social, and economic) of the war in the United States and

an explanation of the role of various constituencies active
in the anti-war movement. '
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CONFIDENTIAL - ROT FOR PUBLICATIOIv OR QL]OTATID\‘ WITHOUT PEMJSSIOI OF THE AFSC

J-

American Friends Service Conmztt-ee 160 Nort.h 15th Street, Ph:lla., Pa, -

Journey to the War: A Current View of Vietnam

by Bronson P, Clark

1. The Spreadlrlg Mar .. ) e

.The return to Southeast Asia for 2 second visit separated by one year"®

produced & striking impression of a war of increzsing intensity but, far more

seriously, & war thzi has now spread in substantial ways to the Southeast hsian -

‘countries around Vietnam, We are familiar with the L0O,000 American troops in

Thailand and the existence of five major air bases from which Americen pilots
currently bomb Laos and North Vietnam. We are also aware of the recent issue of
hot pursuit into Cambodia. Unfortunately, most of the press and public attention
appears to have been on the point of the reaction of Prince Sihanouk should hot

_pursuit occur either in the form of incursions into his territory by American

troops or, more likely, bombing by the air force. There has been far less
attention to the fact that such hot pursnit is a2 ma;jor escalation of the war.
as pred:xct;ed by U Thant well over a year ago. -

£s for Laos itself, conversatlons with international agency personnel,
diplomats and newsmen would appear to confirm that the war there is growing in
intensity although limited in part by the fact that the United States cannot
overtly, under its 1962 neuirality agreement, place American military troops in
Laos. However, I have met International Voluntary Service personnel who
indicate that there are at least two military camps which are under the
direction of American Gregn Berets who are not in uniform but dressed in blue
denim and who are engagd® in trainlng the Laotian army in counter-insurgency
tactics. Furthermore, IVS personnel in Laos tell me that a very substantial
number of individuals who are known as "requirements officers" and who are attache
to the USAID mission &re in fact military personnel actively engaged in advising

- and training the Lao &rmy. In addition, the CIA was reported to be active and

had installations adjacent to most of the major air ports in the areas under the
<ontrol of the Laotian govermment. There was considerable evidence that American
military assistance to the Lao air force was causing increased bombing of the
ares&s involv;mg the Ho Chi Minh Trail and ot.her Pathet Lao controlled areas.

o Another disquieting development is the Green Beret training of an elite
military unit of "Free Khmers™ in South Vietnam. I personally visited this

"training camp and talked with many of the Khmers themselves, They are
-technically in the South Vietnamese army but are dressed in better than average

uniforms and are paid 2,000 piastres per monih over the normzl pay of other
South Vietnamese army urdits. They are in training et Long Hai, which is located
Just across the bay {from Vung Tai &%t the mouth of the Saigon River. Many of
these men were born in Cambodia, although some were born in South Vietnam. They

- &re anti-Sihanouk followere of Son Ngoc Thanh who is a political opponent of

Sihanouk currently resident in Saigon. Thanh was formerly the prime minister of
Cambodla at the time of the Japanese occupation during the Second World War.
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It would appear clear that the t.ra:mlng of these Free Khmers in counter-insurgen
indicates their possible use should relations with Sihanouk deteriorate to the
point where land eniry into Cambodia is called for by the American military.

The increase in Americazn militery pressure throughout the whole area,
including intensification of bombing in North Vietnam, has apparently produced

——considerable counter-escalation in verious areas. It would appear that the

insurgency in Northeast Thziland is nowx receiving considerable support from
North Vietnam and Chinz, that substantisl groups of Korth Vietnazmese militery
‘regulars are operating in lL2os in the provinces contiguous to North Vietnam and
through the eastiern and southern areas of Laos near the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Thes
North Vietnamese regulars - according to diplomats, IVS personnel and Internatio

Yo Tl L o) R 1y B + 4+ %A
Control Commission pesresonmel with vhom I talked - have made excursions into the

plains from the mountzinous areas, tzken rice and then retreated into the hills,
Also, Anerican scholars familiar with Southeast Asian effairs have accepted

-figures on the nunber of Chinese Peoples Liberation Lrmy troops now in Nerih

Vietnam as being upwards of L0,000. Their work in North Vietnam appears to

be concerned primarily with logisties and railroad repeir. During my visit I
talked with the Southeast Asian scholar, Mr. Brian Shaw, who is with the
-Department of International Relations Institute of Advanced Studies, Australian
National University, Canberra., His area of study is concerned primarily with
Chinese-North Vietnamess relations anj he indicated that on the basis of data
{rom three independent sources he now believes that there are 80,000 Chinese
troops operating in North Vietnam in logistic support. This, of course, is

a major intervention on the part of Chinz and makes academic any speculation
that China would pernu"t. 2 military defeal of the Democratic Republic of North
Vietnam, let alone of the NLF. In conversztions with senior American military
Personnel and American diplomatic personnel one is aware of the desire of these
people to discuss the war in Vietnam not just in specific terms of Vietnam itsel
They give an analysis based upon .z major confrontation with f"communists"”,
‘®insurgents" or those who advocate "wars of liberation® throughout all Asia. As
the American Ambassador to.Laos, William Sullivan, said, "The American people do
not realize that if we afe properly. to confront China a larger understanding of
United States goals and objectives is required. Further, a willingness on the
part of Americans to sacrifice for their belief in & "free world" must be equal

+h ha Ll L
to the willingness with which the communists are sacrificing for their beliefs.

This rather harsh cold war analysis leaves out any understanding of the tides of
nationalism which sweep through Asia or of the wide variety of cultures, languag
and beliefs which divide the numerous countries of Southeast Asia. However, the
point here is that it is an attitude which seeks not negotiastion But the applica
©f further military power in a sitvation where political and economic solutions

point the only way toward peace.

- -

2. The Untruvihful War

The second most striking thing teo a visitor is the substantial discrep
between the position held by General William Westmoreland that the "end is in
sight" and the realitics one sees in Vietnam. Hard evidence shows that fgecurit;
has deteriorated throughout South Vietnam as aga:.nst a year ago. Senator Percy
wrr. e e Uimndvmown odeneafe o —o e F . PRy
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that in one private meeting between the Senator and seven senior American corres

pondents all seven egreed that the United States could not win the war.
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They were speaking in the -sense thzt the etated objectives of the American goverm-
ment could not, in fact, be achieved by our present methods and that the country
was grajually belng destroyed and the culture ruined. Mr. Scott Cohen, & member
of