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John Greenewald 
 

 

Dear Mr. Greenewald, 

NAT IONA L ARC HI VES •ln d RECO RDS ADM I N I ST RAT ION 

8601 ADE LPH I ROAD COL LEGE PARK. MD 207•!0·6001 N AT IONAL 
ww •v.arch i •·e;.g<n· ARCHIVES 

I am writing in response to your Freedom of Information Act request of December 27, 2016 for 
records in the custody of the National Archives and Records Administration. Your request was 
received in this office on December 27, 2016 and assigned FOIA case number 51904. Portions 
of your request were subsequently assigned to FOIA case numbers 52016 and 52017. 

Your request for FBI case files 1 00-HQ-29358 and 1 00-NY -56529, identified by the FBI as 
potentially responsive to your request for records relating to Gwendolyn Bennett, have been 
assigned to FOIA case number 51904. My initial assessment confirms that Gwendolyn Bennett, 
is in fact the subject of these two files. FBI file 1 00-HQ-29358 has an estimated 100 pages, 
compiled as part of an investigation conducted between 6/24/1941 and 10/6/1956. FBI file 100-
NY-56529 has an estimated 250 pages, compiled as part of an investigation conducted between 
9/27/1947 and 11/30/1960. 

These files require screening for categories of information exempted from disclosure under the 
terms of the FOIA, prior to public release. In particular, there are documents that may be 
redacted to protect the identities of confidential sources, including FBI informant codes and 
informant file numbers. 

Requests for FBI case files that do not exceed 500 pages are assigned to our first-tier 
processing queue. Taking into consideration our existing backlog , the estimated time required to 
complete the processing of your request is approximately 18 months from the date of this letter. 

Your request for FBI file 1 00-HQ-67914-A, identified by the FBI as potentially responsive to your 
request for records relating to Gwendolyn Bennett, has been assigned to FOIA case number 
52016. My review of this file finds that the subject of the file is the School of Democracy. 
Gwendolyn Bennett is mentioned in this file because Bennett taught for the School of 
Democracy. As reviewed under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, all 18 pages of this 
file can be released in full. Given the small number of pages involved with the file , r am able to 
enclose complementary photocopies with this letter. 

This letter concludes our processing of your request under FOIA case file 52016. 

Please note that FBI file 1 00-HQ-67914-A is one portion of a larger file , FBI file 1 00-HQ-67914. 
1 00-HQ-67914-A contains newspaper clippings only. 1 00-HQ-67914 contains all 
correspondence and other documents relating to the FBI file on the School for Democracy. If 
you are interested in 1 00-HQ-67914, you will need to request it under the FOIA. If it is of 
interest, please let me know so that I can set up a FOIA case to process it. From my cursory 
review, it appears that Gwendolyn Bennett is mentioned from time to time in the file, but there 
does not appear to be any information about her beyond FBI notes indicating that she taught 



- .I - _.. • -

courses of the School. 

Your request for FBI file 1 00-HQ-227027 -A, identified by the FBI as potentially responsive to 
your request for records relating to Gwendolyn Bennett, is being processed under FOIA case 
number 52017. My review of this file finds that the subject of the file is the Jefferson School. 
Gwendolyn Bennett is mentioned in this file because Bennett taught for the Jefferson School. As 
reviewed under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, all 500 pages of this file can be 
released in full . During my review, I noticed two clippings that mentioned Bennett explicitly. 
Photocopies of those two clippings are enclosed with this letter. 

This letter concludes our processing of your request under FOIA case file 52017. 

Please note that FBI file 1 00-HQ-227027 -A is one portion of a larger file, FBI file 1 00-HQ-
227027. If the larger case file is of interest to you, you will need to request it under the Freedom 
of Information Act. Given how few clippings relate to Bennett, my suspicion is that the case file 
is not likely to contain a large quantity of information on this subject. 

If you are interested in viewing the other newspaper clippings in FBI file 1 00-HQ-227027 -A, this 
file can be provided to you in its entirety at the National Archives in College Park, Maryland. If a 
visit to College Park is not possible, reproduction orders cost $0.80 per page. Please contact 
me to receive a quote and instructions for remitting payment. 

You also requested FBI file 100-NY-31551 . My review of this file found that the subject is Lydia 
Altschuler. I did not find any documents within this case file discussing Gwendolyn Bennett. 
Since this document is not responsive to your request, no further action will be taken. 

If you have any q~;Jestions about any aspect of your request, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. I can be reached by e-mail at Danielle.DuBois@nara.gov and by phone at 301-837.:.3671 . 
To notify this office of a change in your contact information or to track the status of your pending 
FOIA case (51904) , please telephone 301-837-3190 or e-mail specialaccess foia@nara.gov. All 
communications concerning this request should reference your case tracking number (51904). 

If you are not satisfied with our action on this request, you have the right to file an administrative 
appeal within ninety (90) calendar days from the date of this letter. Appeals must be in writing 
and may be delivered by regular U.S. mail or by e-mail. By filing an appeal, you preserve your 
rights under the FOIA and give the deciding agency a chance to review your request and 
reconsider its decision. If you submit your appeal by regular mail, it should be addressed to the 
Deputy Archivist of the United States (NO) , National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 

! ·. 
, , ,. , Adelphi Road, Rqom 4200, CQI.Iege Park, Mc:~ryland 20740-6.001 . Both the letter and enve.lope 

, should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." If you submit your appeal by e
mail, please send it to foia@nara.gov, addressed to the Deputy Archivist, with the words "FOIA 
Appeal" in the subject line. Please be certain to explain why you believe this response does not 
meet the requirements of the FOIA. All communications concerning this request should 
reference the case tracking numbers involved. 

If you would like the opportunity to discuss our response and attempt to resolve your dispute 
· without initiating the appeals process, you may contact our FOIA Public Liaison for assistance: 

Accessioned Executive Branch Records- Washington, DC Area 
FOIA Requester Service Center: 301-837-3190 
FOIA Public Liaison: Martha Wagner Murphy 



8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 
College Park, MD 207 40-6001 
Telephone: 301-837-3270 
E-mail: dc.foia.liaison@nara.gov 

If you are unable to resolve your dispute through our Public Liaison, the Office of Government 
Information Services (OGIS) is the federal FOIA ombudsman. OGIS offers mediation services to 
help resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and federal agencies. You may contact OGIS at 
the following address: 

Sincerely, 

Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road, Room 2510 
College Park, MD 207 40-6001 
ogis@nara.gov 
202-7 41-5770 
1-877-684-6448 

~~~ 
DANIELLE DUBOIS 
Archivist 
Special Access and FOIA Staff 

Ends. 

,,, .. ··· 
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