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MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
THE BLACK VAULT 

 
 

Dear Mr. Greenewald : 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

May 12, 2014 

FOIPA Request No.: 1244175-000 
Subject: ESTES, BILLIE SOL 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) , Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from 
disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page 
information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to 
withhold information are marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 

r (b)(1) 

r (b)(2) 

r (b)(3) 

r (b)(4) 

r (b)(5) 

1'7 (b)(6) 

Section 552 

r (b){7)(A) 

r (b)(7)(B) 

1'7 (b)(7)(C) 

1'7 (b){7)(D) 

p (b){7)(E) 

r (b){7)(F) 

r (b)(8) 

r (b)(9) 

34 pages were reviewed and 29 pages are being released. 

Section 552a 

r (d)(5) 

r UH2) 

r (k)(1) 

r (k)(2) 

r (k)(3) 

r (k)(4) 

r (k)(5) 

r (k)(6) 

r (k)(7) 

r Document(s) were located which originated with , or contained information concerning other Government 
agency(ies) [OGA] . This information has been: 

r referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 
r referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 

when the consultation is finished . 

p 
In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 

exemption U)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/U)(2)] , this response neither confirms nor denies the existence 
of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 
records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C.§ 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This response is limited 
to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our 
requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Enclosed for your 
information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 



J7 You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in writing to the Director, Office 
of Information Policy (OIP), U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 
20530-0001 , or you may submit an appeal through OIP's eFOIA portal at http://www.justice.gov/oip/efoia-portal.html. 
Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 
The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA 
Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

r The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was the focus of 
the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other individuals, or matters, which may 
or may not be about your subject(s) . Our experience has shown when ident, references usually contain information 
similar to the information processed in the main file(s) . Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to 
processing only the main investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them 
in writing , and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

p See additional information which follows . 

Enclosures (2) 

Sincerely, 

~ 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/1 nformation 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

In response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request submitted to Records Management 
Division in Winchester, VA, enclosed is a processed copy of FBI Headquarters file 29-HQ-28704, serials 245, 246, 24 7. 
This request was negotiated down per the letter sent to you on December 24, 2013. 

This material is being provided to you at no charge. 



(b)( I) 

(b)(2) 

(b )(3) 

(b)(4) 

(b )(5) 

(b )(6) 

(b )(7) 

(b )(8) 

(b)(9) 

( d)(5) 

U)(2) 

(k)(l) 

(k)(2) 

(k)(3) 

(k)(4) 

(k)(5) 

(k)(6) 

(k)(7) 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign policy 
and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 
particular types of matters to be withheld; 

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 
agency; 

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial 
or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 
regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

geo logical and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or 
apprehend criminals; 

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held 
in confidence; 

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitabi lity, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to a 
promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

FBI/DOJ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



Honorabl~· Ma~vin Wats<:>n 
Sp·e~ia.l Assi$tant to. th~ l),rQst4e~t 
ThEJ Wh:tte Uouf;le 
Wa$h~nctou, v. C.. 

Ue.~ Mr. Wats«;m.: 

jq.l~ 1, 1965 

llY COURIER SEltVICE 
1 -·Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Shrader 
1 - Mr. Curran 

~his i$ w~thrate~e.nc~ to the· cas~ ·~nvolving 
B~lli.e So!-lEstee. InforJ~:uttiqn wa~ rece1 Ve(l_ tJlat a ta.P~ 
ttecording had b$GQ lnade· J.u ~A-te· tl'~Ua~y Q~ l'el:>nuu-y., 1965, 
·wh.:l.ch containfii4 an iJtqic~tiQ.n thQ.t llstcs lutd 4ttempted to 
bribe Fe4oral ju~o~a. ~he ·tapQ ~eco~dinc ha$ boon obt~ined 
and furntsh~d to ·th~ D~pavtmont. of 4uatice. It b~s been 
determ:tnQc;l ·th3t th~rQ i$ in:to.rlll~t:lon. in th~ ta.pe tha.t. ntq.y 

·b~ of i.~telt.'ost to: tht;J Pr~sident. 
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FROM 

·• 9,rtiQNAl ~O~M NO. 10 ~ • SOI0-106 
MJfr I 962 lOIT~N 
bSN'G!N· UG, ilo." 27 . 

UNITED ~TATES G RNMENT 

Memorandum 
( 

Mr. Belmo~ / :J).~ 

A. Rosen~ 

I 
DATE: June .~3.0, 1965 

Callahan-
Conrad--
fel~ ~ 

en Z 
Sulllvan-
Tavel--
Trotter-
Tele.Room 
Holmes--
Gandy __ _ 

SUBJECT: 
~ 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1- Mr.!t 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

DeLoach 
Belmont 
Rosen 
Malley 
Shroder 
Curran INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

PURPOSE 

A tape recording has been obtained in connection 
with the Estes case which mentions the FBI, President Lyndon 
Johnson and his wife. The recording was allegedly made in 
late January or February, 1965. The Department has been 
furnished a transcript of the tape which deals with a 
possible attempt by Estes to influence the Federal jury 

'

which found him guilty on April 15, 1963. Department has 
now requested an investigation limited to one interview. 
A confirming letter to the Department is attached as well 
as a letter to the White House and an P.irtel with instructions 
to the field. 

BACKGROUND 

Shortly after the trial of Billie Sol Estes in 
Federal court, as a result of which he was sentenced to 15 
vears on April 19. 1963. we ryceived information that one 

I _friend of Estes, contacted 
four Negro jurors. Investigation was instituted to determine 
if there was an Obstruction of Justice violation. This bs 
matter was completely investigated and the results furnished b?c 
to the u. s. Attorney's Office and to the Department of 
Justice but no prosecution was authorized. Estes is 
presently in Federal prison serving the 15 y~ar ;e~e~alU ~

8
-.~ 

sentence. , ~ t)~ ,J ?J )(.) { -..J 'N)'-
On May 27, 1965,1 -; ---Ia clofe :eTsonal 

Q f Estes, advised the E Paso Off~e that I 
had been interviewed concerning an attempty Estes 

e the jury and that the interview had b~ ..... t.~~
At the request of the Department of Justice (confirmed by 
communication June 3, 1965) we obtained the tap~·Ju~~~5ces 
are not always sufficiently audible to make a comp~ete~· 

/ transcription possible. The labor~tory prepar~he ~~s;t
i possible tape transcription which has now been put in~o a 

written transcription by personnel of the El Paso Office 
·~ o- JU1Wh<t1 WAJ\~ familiar with the voices involved. .• , --

'-.! t.II::JOJ .. :-;.~"· l.. ;' 9-.:.: 1'~ ' ':;;'/<:__. 
3\3 Enclosures (3)~-~ 

TWC:i~\ (7) CONTINUED - OVER 
\ .. . 



.... . . .. 

• 
Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING THE FBI 

• 

I lin the transcript stated that he 
had been shown statements taken from the jurors by the FBI, 
that the FBI Agents offered him a bribe and gave him a 
high letter of recommendation to the local sheriff. The 
Department and u .• s .• Attorney were advised by communication 
dated June 18, 1965, that these allegations were completely 
false, we have secured an affidavit cr:~~~n~ ~b~ tfl~ity 
of these statements from Special Agent_____ _of 
the El Paso Office who was present at a n erv1ews with 

I LAnother affidavit from an Agent*who has since 
oee11 trail ferred is being obtained. Speciall :genttillard D. 
Wharton who participated with Special Agent on one 
interview has since retired and is presently rave ing. 
No further action concerning the affidavits is contempated 
until after I lis reinterviewed. 

STATEMENTS CONCERNING PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·viduals appear on 
~~~-=~~~---;----------~~ a close personal 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
t e b7c 

written from 
of Commercial Solvents (Commerc a 

~~o~v~e~n~s~w~a~s~~e~arge New York based firm . which supplied 
Estes with fertilizer and extended him several million 
dollars in credit); and (2) Lady Bird has a big chunk of 
Comme~l Solvents.. _ . _ 

Allegations of aa>nnection between members of 
President Johnson's family and Commercial Solvents have 
occurred frequently, have been investigated and no proof 
of any connection has been found. The White House has been 
previously advised of results of investigation of these 
allegations. 

GENERAL CONTENTS OF THE TAPE 

~~~--------~!according to his statements on 

l 
the tape, which are vague, indicates he did attempt to 
bribe the jury but was unsuccessful. He make$one very 
pertinent statement "there were two of the, two of the 
fellows, that I was pretty close, actually took the money." 

*SAl I_ 2 -
CONTINlJmD- OVER 

b6 
b7C 



• 
Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

• 

\

He then states that they gave the money back. It is presumed 
from the context although he does not actually name the 
individuals who took the money as being j~rors that they 
are. He also states he can try to obtain statements from 
jurors that th~y were pressured by the judge and/or FBI. 

There is a discussion of Estes' friendshiP and 
assistance . to Ralph Yarborough (Senator from Texas). · This 
connection between Yarborough and Estes was the topic of 
much newspaper publicity and was thoroughly investigated 
and reported. b talso makes a statement that one 
of "Billie's"est persona friends wasl I and 
that Estes claimed to be the fall guy for Commercial 
Solvents. 

Although the recording covers 148 pages double 
space, there is much general discussion set out ranging 
from tri·al proceedings and ability of counsel to the 
effectiveness of tablets for curing a cold. Many lines 
reflect garbled conversation without meaning or consist 
of one word. The only items of interest to the Bureau are 
those set out above. b6 

ACTION 

(1) Even though the allegations concerning a 
connection.between Commercial Solvents and Lyndon Johnson 
have previously been investigated and the White House advised 
of the results, a letter to the White House setting forth 
this information in the tape is attached. The letter 
points out that at the request of the Department we are going 
to interview! lwho allegedly attempted 
to approach the Estes jurors. It is pointed out tbat 
our previous investigation of similar allgations CQU19·.,.-not 
substantiate the charge on the basis of information available. 

{2) The Department and the U .• s. Attorney's 
Office have been furnished a copy of the transcript and 
the tape. A letter is attached to the Department of Justice 
confirming their request for a lim~ted investigation and 
the field is being instructed to make certain that in 
reporting the investigation that they specifically point 
out that it was limited at the request of the Depar~ment of 
Justice. 

- 3- CONTINUED - OVER 

b7C 



. . . 
""._;j '1. I )\o • , .. ~ , . ' ..... • ... ' 

Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

I 

(3) Airtel is attached instructing the El Paso 
Office to initiate a limited investi~ation consisting of 
a reinterview ofl I 

- 4-

b6 
b?C 
b?E 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. 
In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

Dallas; Texas 
February 19, 1965 

B~LLIE SOL ESTES 

On February 18, 1965, a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past and who is an 
acquaintance of Billie Sol Es~t~e~s~·-a~d~v~i~s~e~d~o~n~eul ____________ ~ 
I I with residence at~~--------------------------~ 
I I contacted him at Abilene, Texas, on February 18, 1965, 

claiming he was on a "mission" designed to get Estes out on 
bond and "off the hook" on all charges currently pending 
against him by indefinite delays. 

,- I 1.,.. .-,. ·. ) I . . . 
- -

~' : ' I ~. 
\ ' . ' .. ' ~ . 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 



I , 
\j 

.. 
I I ' 

' 

•• • 
Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

k ltold this source he is returning 
City and ~~, Texas, on Fej>rg~z 20 an: 2~ 196ii, 
purpose of conferences withl 
supra, and thereafter planned toe back: n:ilene 
Fe 

Source stated not previously known to 
him prior to this contac erefore; could not 
~~~~acity of the information cabtr.~·~~~~~~~~~"-~-,~ 

did identif himself as bein 

- 2 -

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

b6 
b7C 



--.-. . -~--------~-- ~--------------------~--~------------------· ., 
Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis
tributed outside your agency. 

- 3 -
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·Tho. Att.orncy Genera'! 

Ji-'d5~70~- 51 ·~ 
Februa~y 25, 193-5 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr.. Belmont 

DiroctQr, PBI 1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Shroder 

l)ILLiE SOL lJSTJ.i:S 1 - Mr. Curran 

Inforaa~iQn ' hau been received f.r.~ ~ confidentia1 
$9J,U;"ce·, who. h:.u; turnished roliab'lo. ~ormation in. tho past .• 
that ~ftorts. n.ro. bei.ng ttmd~ to obtain ns.tes" release ·on 
b~il through in~~- ructions froa~es14ont Johnson aQd 
Govorno:r John D, onn:'llly o.f 'Texas, 

• • ...... r-....... - --

ond 
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b6 
b7C 
w 
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b6 
b7C 
b7D 

Tolson 1, • hIt; 111 • r----___..~ 
Belmont The $Ourco stated· that \~as not previously ·~ 
~~troach __ !mown to hil'l) :1nd he .cou1d ·not common: . voracity ·of tbc~~'J J 
g~fia~ran __ infOJ.'Iittlt~on. ,.Ee;tJ 3 Ort bH ~L: ·~ 
~~~:ad \ ., £.?~.. ' ~).., , ?Y~ -~ f•" 
Gale '1\ , . r'l <' kl~-'··""" •'\ ·) ' 
Rosen TWC: imt l;'\11\.' ,.,/'' , 1 ; ' ·r·l· ~· : , ··,·i l ':":,""'.r"'i 

V 11 •. "" '• • • . l" 
~~l~~~an ( 9) U;! C !'; /.f fl ,. V 
Trotter NOTE: See~JilO Rosen to Belmont, 2/24/65, same caption, /.\ 
Tele. Room -9~· • ~ ·~-~· Holmes '('it • ~1 t., 

~:~dy- ~ . ' ~t\R TYPE UNIT D ~ 
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·------------------------------~------------------------~ 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

,· 

OPTIONAl fORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
G$~~H:"KEG. ~· 27 

ali.. 
~5010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr •. Belmont~ 

BACKGROUND 

Enclosures . ; 

TWC:: imt I t 
(7) r 
.. - Lfh'-

•• 
DATE: February 2.~,. 1965 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 -· Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Shroder 
1 - Mr. Curran 

1 1965 ' 
1 

... tu_ __ ~·} 
. ,.)~ .. 

-., • VH 

CONTINUED - OVER 

--. 
elmont _,., 

Mohr ~ 
DeLoachl£-
Casper-
Callahan--

~~e~rad 
G '-
Ros 
Su11 v'l 
Tavel __ _ 
Trotter __ 
Tele.Room
Holme•--
Gandy __ _ 

b7C 
b7D 

__ _ .. _____ • __ =-:._-=-.o.o· -=-..· _.. .. ...______,~....,;,-~;__-----------~ 



• 
Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

BUREAU FILES 

' 

Bureau fi~es show Mr.l I Johnson City, 
Texas, as an attorney and ranch owner friend of Lyndon Johnson. 
The Director metl lat the time of a speech by the Director 
at a Meeting of the United Fund of Austin and Travis ·county, 
Texas, November 9, 1959. Correspondence was cordial. 

ACTION 

We have previously conducted extensive investigation 
based on rumors of a connection between President Johnson and 

b6 
b7C 

Estes with ative results. In view of the nature of the information 
received there are attached letters to the White 
House an e eneral setting out the material b6 
attributed to ...._ ____ __. b7C 

b7D 

/ 

- 2 -

·-------------------------



TO 

O'IIOHAL fORM NO. 10 J 5010-106 
~-- 'MftY I 962 lOITIOH 

GSA GlN:' \<G. NO. 27 

~ --- ~UNITED STATES G RNMENT 

M emorandurp 
~7P\1 

Mr. Belmont(}J 

I. 
DATE: October 15, 1964 

Trotter 

A. Rosen {)1./ 1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 Mr. Belmont Tele. Room --FROM 

Holmes 

. ,~ 1 Mr • Rosen Gandy 

~) '\ 
'\SUBJECT: 

{) 
~...I s_r_x_.r_.x_E_s_a_x ........ rSTES -

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

Malley 

~A, Shroder 
Curran ' 

~~--~~~~~~~--~friend of Estes, advised us thatl 
through advised Estes that he would receive a full pardon~i~f~_....... b6 
Senator Barry oldwater became President. I !advised that he b7c 
therefore arranged a meeting wbicr was subsequently attended by~....l ----~_....... 
Estes, I land one ofl _employees. At the specific request 
of.the White llouse we have interviewer~! 1a 11New York Journal American" \vr1ter. ! · 

~----~~w~a~s~i~nterviewed on October 1, 1964, by Agents of the 
was cordial and friendly, but stated he would 

limit the exten~o~~~1~s statement concerning the work he had done in 
b6 

Throughout the interview refused to identify the individual who b7c 
the Estes case because ;1x:h~~~ofessional relationship involved, 

employed him to investi Estes matter. During the interview a 
discussion was had with concerning his leave of absence from the 
"New York Journal American 1n order to clari:fy the purpose of this 
leave. I !stated that the "New York Journal American" was trying to 
discourage the leave of absence and he was about read: to agree when the 
"Goldwatertt assignment came up. At this pointl Jpaused momentarily 

I 
then stated 110h boy, I am not very bright today." He followed with a 
comment to the effect that he did not wish to discuss the matter further _ 
because of professional ethics. ( ) 

:• In summary, J I admits arranging and attending the two "-
meetings, deni-es obta1ning any specific information, and confirms the 
statement that Estes said he had information and documents secreted in 
the "mountains" which Estes would not'further identify. With reference 
to the alleged.offer of a pardon, I !said that Estes inquired as to 
wbat c9n~ideration he would receive for furnishing information he had h±tlen. 

I Js~ated that he told Estes heA I had no authority to make any 
offers o~ __ deals. b6 

~~ b7C 

At the conclusion of the i~rview,l LS.aid he" had been very 
sorry he had taken this special assignment. He refused to elaborate 
further other than to say hi-s:,pwn personal political feelii'.lgs Wjre in 
direct opp~si tio~ if~, this assignm~nt, and he had tij-~~ t~e '·afis·!i~hment 
only as another ,Job.· 1 1 :EX 11<1 -1 /. • i - 7/; /" .r ~OJ> 

·T~~~i~~ure l / . • ,;,} \\t~ (7\ r- ,:- dr v ~~- - {~ 
(7) ,. 1 1(' (,

1 f. _ ~\ CONTINUED - ~-' ~ ~ 
r · VY •• -- "\ ][7 APR 9 1965 .. ,_ --. :· .:.·~- ·--,: ~f -~:-·· · · - .·tv .J 

', . - '- .• l. J ' 
t;:::z::=·-_.._-~· 



" . ·' • 
Memorandum to Mr. Belm9nt 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES -1 

• 1.------J 

ACTION 

• 
(1) Noting thatl ~~ served time in prison, and I !differ as to whether or not made an offer in behalf of 

Goldwater, we are attempting to loca e a Jublic stenographer who was 
the on~ other person present whe~ al~!:::l~fjde the offer, I as stated he did not recall her name; could not identify 
her. lte are attempting to check airplane re ch might help in 
this regard, but if not we plan to recontact 

(2) L..l __,.--:-T-.,.-:--~1 and I I were advised by letter 
~results of the interview and that we were going to recontact 
L_____Jconcerning the stenographer. 

(3) Detailed memorandum attached. 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1112 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. Z? 

5010-107 

UNITED STATES GOV.ENT 

Memorandum 
--v·. 

DIRECTOR, FBI (291 38704) 

\ 

• 
h 

DATE: 4/6/65 

. ~f~ : SAC, EL PASO (72-26) (P) 

.. 'J3-, ~ ~ 0 ~-) 

.... 

SUBJECT: .._1 ___________ --.J 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
\. -.. 

-·----... -·,-·- ... ·---~~· 

For the information of the Bureau, an effort was 
made on 4/2/65, t) interview! I·· It·was···determi 
at that time that t-:::· ~----_.lwas out of town;nd,.would ~etur 
to El Paso on 4/6 65. 

On 4/6/65,~'------~---L'~w~as~~i~n~t~erviewed by 
ASAC JAMES J. MIDDLETON and SAl lat the El Paso 
FBI Office. I !categorically denied that he ha 
advised anyone that the. FBI was about ready, "to close th 
door" onl I and furthermore, that he had not visite 
the FBI Office. 

~~----~stated that he had advised! 
I that might be in trouble; however._,_h_e_h_a~d 

: no definite n~~~at~ as to w~a~ ki~d of trouble in w~ 
\i-~~ ;--_~$ ~v .\' ~ :l. ~ d7 '!. 1 o , I . ~ 
~- Bureau ~nc~IJ"J ~ ---. J ~ 1 

.• 9A~J.~tt~~ . • 6 APR )ir 1965 J 

<s> Y 1 \ · srr-105 -- .. __ . 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

·"! 
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. . 
EP 72-26 

he ~---,~--~~.might be involved. 
had been t•lkin~ to U.S. Probatio~ Officer 

1 I who ad vi sed him that r----........ .....L.__,_m,...a_y___,b_e_ r""-i~n_t_r.;...· o;;...u.;...b.._l .... e.;;...:..., 
with. the . Federal · Govern_nient. However, according to I 

· I ldid. hot mention the . specific nature of. t._h_e----~ 
b6 
b7C . trouble, . nor · did he mention any : specific ager1cy·. · 

...._~~--~~~stated that .. he wotild ·immediately return 
to his law office and set the ·record · straight . with botr:h....._ ___ ........ .., 

. We ·also recontac·ted ]._ _____ _. 
L..---~--~-~---------...1 . 

The above is being furnished to the Bureau for 
informatiort · in easel lshould make any inquiry 
of the Bureau in . the future. · 

:. · .~ 
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• 
SAC~ EL PASO (12-20) (P) 
PEnSONAL AftN. 

Sl~ I 
......__ ______ ___,~ CoJ:pla:lnant 

• 
4/2/G5 

Cn tho afternoon of Ap~il 1$ 19G5 while rt the 
~llo2JU&I&3.fa:........lt.l.lw the U. S. Court Hause,. SA Lr-__ ........,. _ _.__ __ ...... 

lr------.--...J attorney, witb offi<:os at L;---.,_-~ _ ____J 

and he requested to fa,lk to SA denti·ally 
~o~u~s~e_.- of the building. OA land left 
the elevator and on tho Oan Antonio Street steps to the 
U. s. Cour·i: nouse he adViSed SA I pf the followin~: 

I lstn.ted thn.t du~i.nz late Januazoy, 1905 
while DILLIE SOL ES'l"ES was in the £1 Paso County Jail, 
lle received a call :Zro!:l E"~'iES an.cl after uoin::; to the jail 
:EST£~ advised him that he would ap~reciate it ve17 wucb 
if he 1l I would ~how I _ I nnd their 
child%. n to ·he ~ Paso County Jai in order to visit 
him.. !itetod that EQTES tl3de this request inas:tuch 
as it s a ru e. .of the El Paso County Jail that if t1n 
attorney is present, the visit lnay take place in a room. 
However', if an att~.r:noy is not present the visitor must 
tan~ with the inmate througb jail bars. 

,L lstntccl that lla n;gr.cod to do this o.nd told 
r::r .. ~GdJ ·:;bo.t he,l 1\:0Uld be l<m.v:J.n~ town~ honi)Vel•t 
i:£' he wns not nvnilabl~ at tiie tj.mo I · J :md tho 
children arrived, tho request could be made of his associ~tc 

I I 
I ~ontinuod tlmt I I L.."'Ct 

\Jith DILL:O:: SOL 1:-E:U:J in tho El tsa5o COunty J't~.11 on soye~ql 
oec.:tsio:u.o i1;1 ln·i;o Jc.ntmi:'Y,. 1005 ittncuucil :lS ho r ... 1 _____ _. 
had i:o ao to Uashi.n3ton on. btl3ir..esz. l!e a.dvi~od ·that fo1• 

I 

. " ) _, 

I --
_,. r ' I,J ... .., (.. -· -
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•• • 
EP 72-2G 

so::ne reason unltnown to hiol lem:le over 
to the Ofl::i.cc whore he spol~e t _o an unknown 
agont. stated that ho doss not lmo".1 ·why 

~----:-~____.did this but l!lay ba.ve felt that the FBI would 
be interested in nny and all persons conversin~a~w~i~t~b ____ __ 
BILLIE .SOL ESTES in the El Paso County Jail. L..l ____ ___..~ 
sai4 tha~ in any eventl lallogcdly eaca 
over t6 th~ El Pt.tso FBI Offi~e and spohe with an .agent 
and that this FBI agent told him thn.t the FDI had con-
ducted an investigation of I I that devolopecl 
cons:ldorable. infol"tlation and were about ready "to close 
tho door' onl I 

L...-"":""":"'"~-~----~~advised that he was very di$turhed 
over thi·S matter and that the information bad been 
~ on to hio nssnciate and boss ~ho isl~-----------~ 
L__j and as a ~esult, his own position with his law 
firm is in jeopardy~ 

I lsta.ted that it is hard for hie to 
believe that any FBI ag~nt would reveal confidentia1 
information fro:o the files of the FBI. ne stated that 
he bas no reason to doubt I pnd since 
I lsaiQ he talked with an FDI agont and learned 
this information from an FBI a~ont he felt that it 
was probably true~ I btated that he does not 
have pny idea as to the identity of the FBI a~ent with 
who~ I I spoke here in fl Pasoj lie stated 
thn.t he: was aware that it was not SA inas~:uch - as 
he had nslted I I this question.. I!e. atated 
that I I does !mow who he spoke to or at least 
could furnish a description h& £elt ~erttn~ 

SA I I told I I that be na::; unaware 
thatl I had visited the FBI Office and 
further that to the bost of SA I Jmowledge has. 

never met~~------------------------~1 

2 
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• • 
EP 72-26 

to know whether or not1dtd visit the 
I l~tatcd ::;x he wolld very much like 

lU Paso FDI Office, however,. dviocd hi~ that 
4e was not in a position to furnish him this information. 

- The name of I I was dovelopod as 
a I I for that matter El Paso 
filQ 72-26. ThiQ is a jury tampering type case in which 
grew out of the BILLIE SOL ESTES trial here in U.. S. 
District Court in El Paso. 

SA I ltold I lthat he was not 
~t liberty to furnish him any information and as ~ matter 
of fact was not in possession of any information pertinent 
to his inquiry but that he would pass his complaint on to 
the SAC. 

3 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

U.ED STATE~ DEPARTMENT O.STICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dallas, Texas 
October 17, 1964 

BILLIE SOL .ESTES 

. . 

The investigation reported herein was concerned 
with identifica:~ of a public stenographer who reportedly 
accompaniedb ~rom Dallas, Texas to the Term~nal 
Airpor,, Mi Ian - essa, Texas on Januarv 28. Jf64, where 

I is said to have talked wit~ of Pecos 1 Texas. . 

Attached&£~ -~e . [~~lts gf interxiews mitb 

i \ ·, I _ 1 -· ~ ~ 

~ais document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 

I 
I --; ' 

- -· : f_ , - I 
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TO 

FROM 

PURPOSE 

Or!IONAL fORM NO, 10 
MAY 1962 IOITION 
GSA GIN. lEG. NO, 27 • SOI0-106 

UNITED STATES GOV-ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. Belmont1J~ 

A, CAV: 
0 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 

• 
DATE: October 22 1 1964 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Shroder 
1 - Mr. Curran 

. Tolr~ 
?·i;..;:.B o~t 

ohr · 
DeLoach _ 
Casper __ _ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ _ 
Evans __ _ 

Gale---
Rosen __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
Tavel __ _ 
Trotter __ _ 
Tele . Room __ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ _ 

This is to recommend that the attached letters be sent to 
Special Assistant to the President Moyers and Acting Atto~ney Genfr

0
anl 

Katzenbach furnishing the results of our reinterview withi~-------~
October 20, 1964. 

BACKGROUND 

This matter concerns a mee · a \~iter 
for the "Ne o k riend of b6 
Estes, and have previously b7c 
advised and Katzenbach of information concerning this 
meeting, ous letter stated that we planqed to ~oc~e and 
interview an itinerant farm hand, becaus~ _had 

lstated tha claimed to be a personal friend of t e President, 
to have seen 1m many times with Estes and to have pictures of Estes 
and the President together. 

ACTION 

The attached letters toj knd Katzenbach set out 
the results of tt:d· er iew with ~n which he denies making any 
such statement. refers to a rumor that Estes and Mr. Johnson 
met in Midland, exas. : he letters show that we were aware of this b6 
rumor and that Mr. Johnson previously refuted the allegation. b7c 
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OPTIONAl fORM NO, 10 • a '010-106 
MAY 1f62 EDITION 
GSA GlEN, lEG. NO. 27 • 

UNfTED STATES G RNMENT 

Memorandum 
I J~:~ 

/!Jf"sper __ _ 
Callahan __ 

r 

TO !lr. Be{}J:;{' 

Conrad __ _ 

r~ans 
Su II , 
Tav ! DeLoach Trou;f ___ _ 

DATE: October 20, 1964 

FROM Belmont ~~:~·e~oom --

r-'UBJECT: 

A.Ro~/ 
BILLIE SOL ~TES 

1 - Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

Rosen Gandy---

Malley $d: 
Shroder h: . ···;:;..,). 
Curran l~ ( ~ r -~. ' 

PURPOSE " 
L · 

Thi~ is to advise that the allegation_: _that I I .. 
a New vark mrf t~r, offered Estes money and a pardon on behalf of b6 , 

I _is not corroborated b:lo eople pr.esent at the meeting·· b7c 
where the alleged offer was made. and a public stenographer 
have both been interyJewed with nega v results conc~rning such an 
offer, which I _the third person at the meeting_f1 said was made. ( ' 
BACKGROUND J I I who was on leave of absence from the "New York ~r 
Journal American" is presently a "special featureh::l· writer" for il 
the "Journal American." We have ascertained that had two meetings 
for the purpose of determining whether any persons 1n e Government were 
assisting or had assisted Estes in carrying out his fraudulent schemes. bG 

\ b7C 

·) ,. · ~1 .... I a close friend of Estes, andl, -s--

were p:resent at '15lhe meeting at which I lallegesl 1 promised 
that Estes wo~J: rjceive a full pardon if Senator Barry Golowater became 
President.~was interviewed, and while cordial and friendly, stated 
he wo~ld I~1he extent of his statement concerning the work he had done 
in the Es~es case because of the professional relationship involved. With 
reference "tu the alleged offer of a pardon, I lsaid Estes inquired as 
to rhat con~ideration he would receive for furnishing information an4 that 
he,_ _J,told Estes that he had no authori~y to make any offers or deals. 

. .... ~·" 

(} ·· ~1ie results of our intervieVls uri +hI lhave b6 

prev~~U~ly~~een furnished by letter tol IMr. Katzenbach. b7c 
They ~ · · we would attempt to identify the public stenographer 
whom were unable or unwilling to identify. The 

has beQed. She statal she was 
~p~r=e~s~e~n~t-=a~t~.~t~h~e~m~e~~~~g~,~"1~~~o~r=s~am and did npt record the entire 
conversati~.ll" Jalt: only J2arts· ~he r~t9~~;&J;}..9_n~s: i -nstructed by! I 
She said that!_ rclaimed to·be a p~rsonal friend of Preside~Ii~c----~ 
Johnson and to ave seen him many times with Estes and claim~~ to have 
pictures o:fij]!~es~a~~li.PhertPre~-ident ·tog~th~r .• r I sltatJed there was 

• . .. n.v{ . : ·~ - !.~ 

Enclosures llA ~ .. "'6- 2 ~-~ y~~f\1 ~;(6/ eX fr 7&~$1d~ .. v 7" ~ ~ ~/ 
TWC:imt -" ; ' ' .-- ?;' t/l"" 
(7) d# flf CONTINUED - OVER _ . 0~ t~~ (rC) · ~: .. •·. 

_ 58 OCT 3 0 1964 l!JJt: lOg 113 
OCI 
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FBI DALLAS - . . :::Z: ., m . 

1012 10-16•64 FLL 

EL PASO.- v1FO.- NEWARK 

FROM DALLAS <58-188> SP 

.. - ·---···-, , _,_ .. - } 

~~1,../ RE D~LLAS TEL TOD~Y CONCERNING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY 

S.T~NOGRAPH~R WHO ACCOMPANIEDL..I ____ _.I TO MIDLAND-ODESSA, TEX., 

JANUARY TWENTYEIGHT, LAST. 

STENOGRAPHER IDENTIFIED ASI 

EMPLOYED BY EVANS BUSINESS SERVICES OPERATED BY HER SISTER, 

NINE FIV,E.- L~--------......... ----~1 AK~ DASH FUG., ET AL, UFAP DASH 

BOGUS CHECKS, OKLAHOMA CITY ORGIN, DALLAS EIGHTYSEVEN DASH ONE 

b6 
b7C 

TvlO ZERO 
. · · · 4 q = ? 3'7otf. , 

SEVEN ONE. ABOVE FILE fK~ T8Eiff'l1iiCAT:i_ _]~.:.._ '570 7 
DUPE oF I I ANo.l J wAs DUPE oF HER SISTER IN 

L-----------' . . 1G OCT 2 ·7 t~~ :~ 
ASSISTING~ liN PREPARATION OF FICTITIOUS CHECKS. 

L---___ __.II N 
- __ _,_ 

STATING SHE DID 

~NTERVIEW DE~LINED TO GIVE SIGNED STATEMENT ~ 

ALL OF HER FACTS TO _.t,i 
{1wt(}~ END PAGE ONE - .. 



--·'I 

I 

" • • 

f 

PAGE TWO 
' I . 

I 
EXECU!E STATEMENT. ADVISED ORALLY~ CONFIRMED BY HER SISTER~ .. -- ... 

THf:\TlL.. ____ __.ICALL~D ~VANS BUSINESS SERVICES AND DISCUSSED 

USING STENOGRAPHER. ON S~COND OR THIRD CALL~~I --~~STATED HAD 

CHECKED THE AGENCY OUT AND FOUND THEM RELIABLE~ THAT HIS \aJORK .. ... . . 

\vAS V.ERY CONFIDENTIAL. . . . L...--------'IWENT TO ~I -----'~OOM ONE 

NIGHT~ DATE NOT RECALLED~ TOOK SOME DICTATION~ SUBSTANCE NOT 

RECALLED~ FOR ABOUT ONE HOUR._ I ltv~NTED HER To RETURN NEXT 

NIGHT~ BUT SHE WAS ILL. SHE DID RETURN THE FOL~0WING NIGHT TO 

IRooM~ TooK soME DICTATION ovER TWO AND oNE-HALF HOUR .....__ ___ __ 
PERIOD~ SUBSTANCE OF COMMUNICATIONS NOT RECALLED. . . 

PN SECOND NIGHT OF DICTATION HE NEEDED 
~--------------~ 

SOMEONE TO TAKE NOTES ON A CONVERSATION WITH A MAN FROM PECOS~ 

TEX.~ WHOM HE WAS TO MEET AT MIDLAND~ TEX.~ AIRPORT. 

STATED PURPOSE WAS TO GET INFO UNIDENTIFIED MAN HAD CONCERNING . . 

PRESI DENT JOHNSON• lrND~CATED HAD RECEIVED TIP THIS MAN 

wouLD BE GOOD PERSON To coNTACT. I lsAID HE HAD TALKED To 

THE PECOS MAN BY TELEPHONE~ BUT THE MAN WOULD NOT DISCUSS THE 

MATTER AT HAND BY PHONE~ INSISTING ON THE MEETING~ . . 

...__ _ __.ISTAT~D AC~OMPANIEDI lay PLANE TO MIDLAND-ODESSA 

AIRPORT AND RETURNED ON SAME DATE~ EARLY SIXTYFOUR. IMAN 

END PAGE T~JO 
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PAGj!: THREE 

REC~LLED ASI I \>JAS ~JAITING AT AIRPORT AND DROVE HER AND 

I ITo HOW~RD JOHNSoN'S RESTAURANT Two oR THREE MILES AWAY WHERE 

THEY ST~Y~o FoR PERHAPS Two HouRs. I lsT~TES SHE DID NoT 

R~CORD IN SHORTHAND ~NTIR~ CONVERSATION oFI lAND 

RE~ALLS V~RY LITTL~ ABoUT CoNVERSATioN. ,...~....L.--,-~W-o_U_L_D_S_I-GN_A_L___.TO HER b6 
b7C 

WHEN HE tvANTED PARTICULAR PARTS OF CONVERSATION RECORDED AND ltlOULD 

HAVEl IR~P~AT STAT~M~NTS FOR HER BENEFIT. 

a....--_ __.1 R~PR~SENTED HE WAS WITH "GOLD~1ATER INTERESTS"., ALSO 

HAD HIS OWN COMPANY AND t•JAS \vORKING ~JITH GOLDltJATER CAMPAIGN ALONG 
• - 0 • ' 

THE L~N~S o~ HIS OVJN BUSIN~ss. ,...~-----,IToLDI IHE WANTED ALL 

INFO CONCERNING ASSOCIATION OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND ESTES, THAT 
·- . . 

FACTS WOULD NOT BE BROUGHT OUT UNTIL AFTER CONVENTION, PRESUMABLY 

REPUBLICAN_._ L...I ___ _.,~LAIMED To BE A PERSONJ:\L FRIEND Or:' PRESIDENT 

AND TO HAVE SEEN HIM MANY TIMES WITH ESTES, CLAIMED To HAVE PICTURES 

OF THE TWO TOGETHER. •. . 

L...-_ ___.1 tvANT~D L-.1 __ __.I TO SIGN SOMETHING, BUT '-1 __ ___.I DECLINED 

INDICATING FEAR OF A "BULLET~' STATING HE MIGHT BE SHOT LIKE SOME - -. 
P~RSON HE NAM~D, NAM~ NOT R~CALL~D. L...l _ ____.I RECALLS THERE WAS 

CONVERSATION ABOUT SOME LADY "WHO HAD ALL THE MONEY" WHICH WAS 
- -

' ''BERINO ESTES". THERE WAS CONVERSATION ABOUT TV STATIONS O~JNED BY 

END PAGE THREE 
I 
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PAGE FOUR 

MRS'. JOHNSON • 

• • 

.__ _ ____.lsTATED DESIREe TO HAVE L..I __ ____.IARRANGE 

MEETING WITH ESTES IN ORDER TO GET "EVIDENCE" FROM ESTES REGARDING 

HIS CONNECTION WITH PRESIDENT. 
. . .. 

~----~~STATEDI IAGRE~D To CONTACT ESTES AND ATTEMPT To 

ARRANGE MEETING WITH ~ST~S FoRI lsTAT~S SEVERAL NAMES 

Of OTHER PERSONS WERE MENTIONED~ BUT SHE DOES NOT RECALL SAME AND 

DOES NOT SPECIFICALLY REMEMBER NAME Of SENATOR YARBOROUGH BEING . . 

MENTIONED. . . 

lsTATE~ ~T CONCLUS~ON Of CONV~RSATION IT WAS ~GRE~D 
,.....--!:::::::;--

L....----11 vJOULD coNT~CT I I To DETERMINE WHETHER MEETING \~ITH 
ESTES ARRANGED., THAT I I FEARED HIS TELEPHONE MIGHT BE TAPPED 

AND SAID t~H~N I lcALL~D., H~ I I woULD CALL I I BACK 

FROM ANOTHER TELEPHONE. UPON RETURN TO DALLAS.,! !ACCOMPANIED 

ITo HOTEL ROOM., WHERE HE .HAD HER DICTATE FROM HER NOTES TO 

HIM vJHIL~ I 'TYPED ON TYPEWRITER. THEREAFTER I ITo~x HER 

NOTES WHICH HAD BEEN MADE ON A TABLET WHICH HE HAD PROVIDED. SHE 

HAS NOT SEEN OR HEARD Of I I SINCE_. 

b6 
b?C 

b6 
b?C 

ALTHOUGH' I PAID CASH FOR HER SERVICES ON FIRST TWO NIGHTS, 

HE ASKED HE BE BILLED FOR HER SERVICES FOR MIDLAND-ODESSA TRIP. - - . 
HE HAS BEEN BILLED BUT STILL HAS NOT PAID FIFTY DOLLARS DUE. 

END PAGE FOUR 
- I 

' 
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PAGE FIVE 

" i· 
rT wAs IMPRESSION OF AGENTS THAT WHILELI ___ _.IsxsTER IS 

M~NTALLY AL~R~LI ____ _.Irs SOM~WHAT DULL• THERE WAS NO PARTICULAR 

INDICATION SHE WAS WITHHOLDING INFO~ BUT RATHER THAT SHE ATTACHED 

LITTLE SIGNIFICANCE TO THE CONVERSATION AND SUBJECT MATTER 
.. . . ' -------

DIS~uss~o. SH~ PRo~~ss~o NO RECOLLECTION oF ANY PROMISES I._ ______ _. 

J?SK~ol I ro RELAY TO ESTES IN RETURN FOR I-NFO coNCERNING 

ESTES-JOHNSON CONNECTION• - - . 
LETTERHEAD MEMO NILL FOLLOvi. 

~No1 
WA I JR 

I 
F'BI' WASH . . . 

I 

EP I DRH 

FBI EL PASO . I - . 
NF< PL EAT 

l 
I 

MRS'. JOHNSON. 
j . 

MEETING t-JITH 
. • I . . 

REGARD IN 

...Q·I-( MIN PLS 

NK AFW 
' . . 

FBI NEWARK 

TU@ 

THREE LINES PAGE 

GET 

WITH PRESIDENT. 
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UNitD STATES DEPARTMENT OF~USTICE 
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 
202 U.s:. Court House 
El Paso, Texas 79901 

October 21, 1964 

.BILLIE SOL ESTES 

On October 19, 1964, I lwas interviewed 
at the Ramada Inn East, E1 Paso, ~exas, at which time he 
advised that he has yever tnl~ lnor the public 
stenographer used by ] that he was a personal frtend 
of the President; that ESTES was a personal friend of the 
President; or that he had, or had ever seen, a photograph of 
ESTES and the ~esident together. 

~ ~dvised that shortly after ESTES was 
releasedrom jail on bond, there was a rumor going around 
Pecos, Texas, that when ESTES was released, be had flown to 
Midland, Texas, in his private airplane and that his plane 
had l~nded in Midland at approximately the same time as a 
plane, carrying President JOHNSON, landed in Midland. The 
rumor had it that someone, at that time, had taken a photo
graph of the President and ESTES together. 

lstated tbatl lhad aske~ :j: 1~ hj had 
beard this rumor, and he stated jhat he had told that 
he bad heard the rumor. I _advised that then 
asked him if he would try to run this photograp own and 
get him a copy. I ~tated that be agreed to try to get 
a copy of the photograph for him. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your -agency; it and its con
tents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

;< 9- ;2 r 7~Y· 6-7/-J/ 

-:2 i~:otu:-~1- ~ ' 7j/ ,1 7'. 
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• • 
BILLIE SOL ESTES 

I ladvised he had made inquiry in Pecos, 
Texas, refarding the rumor and the photograph 'and had 
cqntacted I a reporter for the local Pecos 
newspaper, and she had advised him that she had also heard 
this rumor, but had been unable to v~rify it and had never 
seen any photogr~ph of President JOHNSON and ESTES 
together. 

~------~ I !advised that he may have mentioned to I having me£ LYNDON JOHNSON, but denied ever claiming 
~t~o~b~e~a~personal friend of the President. He stated that 

he met LYNDON JOHNSON "dur:i,ng the forties", when he, 
I !traveled all over Texas for a drug firm • . He 
stated that anyone who traveled extensively in Texas during 
this period of time stood a very good chan~e of meeting 
LYNDON JOHNSON and that there was nothing unusual in this. 

I I stated that it is possible I I may have 

b6 
b7C 

met LYNDON JOHNSON, but he did not know whether or not ESTES b6 

had. He stated that he had heard! !mention President b?c 

JOHNSON's name on one occasion; and when he asked! lif 
he had been in contact with President JOHNSON,! !replied 
that he had been in ~ontact with one of the President's 
aides but did not mention which aide. 

. --- ----~-----.J 




