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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
December 7, 2016

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.
.
|

FOIPA Request No.: 1362207-000
Subject: LINKLETTER, ARTHUR GORDON

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 125 pages of previously processed documents
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge.

Please be advised that FBI files 15-7223 (1/5/1993); 26-47877 (12/1/1993); 15-3920
(10/10/1992); 95-HQ-62416 (8/17/1993); and 87-95585 (6/28/1990), which may or may not be responsive to
your FOIA request, have been destroyed. The records-destruction practices of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) are conducted in full compliance with Title 44, United States Code, Chapter 33 and the
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Chapter 12, subpart 1228.

For your additional information, a record that may be responsive to your Freedom of
Information Act request has been transferred to the National Archives. You may desire to direct a request to
the National Archives, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference file numbers
94-57196, 31-173141, and 100-HQ-0-SEC 808.

Additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously
processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, you may request an
additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to — Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive,
Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your
correspondence.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. 8 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records
do, or do not, exist.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOlAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily
identified.



http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

Dbl

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Records Management Division
Enclosure(s)


mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOJ
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S ’ ‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATQ
: “NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratary Work Sheet Recorded 3"9

Recorded. ey
IAB FII

3-b5l

Bo: UNSUB

ART LINKERTTER &

EXTORTION = - = "~

E

pasY

Examination requested by:"" SAG)LA(9~1618)

Date of réfagféncé dommur(livcgtfi‘ob:f : .251"26-‘-511; :

Examination 'réquegt.é’d:‘ ”D‘awme’m - Fiﬁgerpriht_ .

Result of Examination: . - Examination’}

v

Specimens.submitted. for examination : v

Qf Envelope beuring hp address "ARP, LINKLETTER C.B.S.
TELEVION HOLLYUOOD CALIF," postmerked "JAMAICA, N.Y.
FEB 167195l 9-PM."

Q6 Accompuuying note consisting of cube-outs from news’pszzpear-za
elippings reading "THIS IS IT YOUR LAST CHANCE YOUR
CHILDREN ARE NEST RAT."




7,

STANDARD FORM NO, 84

&

T, s PATE T
FROM 1 SAC, 106 } NGELES (9- 1618)- ' 245l
LY T SR
SUPJECT: msuBy ' ATTENTION: FBI IABORATORY
" AR LINKLETTER - Vlctim Py ‘
EXTORTION /
v Remytel 2/2'5/% end mylet same date. PR

There is enclosed hzrewith for the Bureau the original and
one photostatic ccpy of an ndditional letter received by victim which )
was postmerked February 16, 195h, at Jamaica, New York. It is noted /
this letter wac addressed to ART LINKLETIER, CBS Television, Hollywood/ |
Celifornie. The contents of the letter consists of cutouts from newspapers
atteched with scotchtepe to accounting tyre poper and states, "This {¢ it,
Your last chance, Your children are nest., Rau", /

Tt is requested that the same examination afforded the letters
previously furnished the buresu be afforded this letter,

Viotim's secrgtary,l 41 advised that the above letter
vas uiscoveced Lodzy, Februery 20, 195U, among fan mail which was receiveq
et victdm's office {rom CBS Television Studio, Hollywood, California,
is causing a check to be made of all fan mail which has not
previously been screened for any additional letters from Unsub to vietim,

I [::;:::::]advised she. showed the enclosed letter to victim thisg
date erd he does not feel concerned abouvt the matter., Attempls have
been made to interview victim; however, due to his extreuely busy
schedule, he has not been available for intecview up to this lime,

Victin's secretary is atcempling to arrenge foxr an interv1ﬂw with victinm
concerning this matter on Monday, March 1, 195k,

\ The Burcau will be kept advised of any additionel developments,

j, Ore photostatic copy of the afore-mentioned letter is being
forvarded herewith to the New York Division.

AIR MAIL - REG.

Eue. NECORD ? f

GDIA/IXR

cc: lew York (AM)(Encl. ) \_j / *’)l\\j
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RELURDED 93

U‘QM‘B, L1 5 _‘_; '.",'_'
ART LINKLETT R - VICTIM: . e E R
SXPOMTION - hd

Further reurleb vabruary &), 195l, suomittinb two .
onvclopes and accompanying notes, deaignuated in the laboratory
report as Gl through @4, for exaeminstion.

. ‘ JYour latent fingerprints of value devoloped on QB
and Q4. Evidence is enclosed.

Laeboratory report separate..

snelftules (1) | -

i C - _.Gi w’“"‘}m,l_

:\5yg<
MAILED A
MAR 10 1954
COMN - Eal




: '  FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG‘N 4
© . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

" e  Laboratory Work Sheet Recorded 3 14 Sh'h :00 P be
Zecorded 3-2-5l

geb o
Lab. rlle
UiiSUB; :
Re: ART LINKIETTER -VICTIM ’ g File # q‘».zsz 67
EXTORTION B La.b. # ;
7 pe180737 A
v
9-25669- “Busm
i t
Examination requested by SAC, los Angolea (9etiow)
Date of reference communication: Date received:
oY, TSl 315l
Examination requested: v
. Donumsnt ~ Plogorprint
Result of Examination: , Examination by: n
e
Sl
Specimens submitted for examination ‘\/? §

A Zuvolope bearing the hund printed addrass 4o pensil and red ink a7
LIURIPTIEE Qwlele TELEPISIOH iDILY GATTH.Y pl)-ﬂtﬂ?ﬁ{ea S P P ‘S;&, daia
FER 195k,

R hecompenying note made of letlers and wrds cut fron nesspapsr baginning
TYg vant Pouessns™ anding 6n roverse mide Yyou Troms.”

3 &nvelope bearing the boangd préinted addrdan "ANT LT SELITTENS O, Ne e
RIS He  IDLVY E9OD CRLITTINTAY postaarked TJRMNATCL, H.¥. FEY 10 298)
$:30 .

G Accompanying note madp of lotters and -ords cut from newspapar beglnning
HEsb Thig I'8sean™ ending VAN NG,

‘ . : e e
Cod To At - Y, g AR ALOL \} > ‘“""’.('{“L\ L(
e . \ g _;i “: - : ‘ ‘, 1:[. > :', R
&} = - L( ,\-.’ /(/ ;\‘\:: K a"L L‘J ¢ e’\:\’f\"{"'\ S “f '(,1 ,.—\\ :
f"'i’ M"k""( L L(E“‘“’ ~ O’LI}'L‘ “ﬁf{"' ) wg w6 ('\ R .
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Oﬂice Memomnd%m UNITED STATBS GOVE MENT
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI ﬁ”f; l‘i"pATE Febf

&

\ FROM ¢ SAC, LOS ANGELES (9-NEW)

25, 1954

- ~SUBJECT: WN SUBJECT, PE——
A ART”gINIQ’..ETTER - VICTIM E RPN
‘ -~ EXTORTION

7 \ ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

/ )\ /9 Remytel February 25, 1954, ‘Cf R
e AV R

' There is submitted as an enclosure hereto thé ZD 7

original and one photostatic copy of two extortion letters
received by victim. It is noted one letter 1s postmarked
February 1, 1954, and the other, February 10, 1954, both

Jamaica, New York.

The laboratory 1s requested to examine these
extortion letters for fingerprints, It is likewise requested
that the handwriting on the envelopes be searched through the
anonymous letter file for a possible identificationm.

The victim, ART LINKLETTER, is a prominent television
.»and radio personality.

The letters were forwarded to the Los Angeles by
LINKLETTER?'s secretary, by letter dated February
2, 1954, She was telephonically contacted upon receipt of the
letters and advised that she had shown the letters to Mr,
LINKLETTER, and he could furnlish no information concerning

the identity of the subject. According to| |LINKLETTER
has no acqualintances in Jamaica, New York. She advised that
LINKLETTER was Master of Ceremonies at a Pillsbury "baking
centest" in New York Clty on December 15, 1953, and has not
been in New York since that date, LINKLETTER was also M,C.

of a Press Parfy for President Elsenhower in Washington, D. C.,
on February 6, 1Y54,

[::::::::]explained that LINKLETTER receives a
tremendous amount of fan mall and some of 1t is not handled
for three or four weeks after receipt. She advised she would

AIR MAIL REGISTERED RECORDEDJ?(; 7
Encls. g
GDH: MRB

cc: NEW YORK (Encls.)(Air Maii%




LA 9-NEW

cause an immediate search to be made of all*fan mail on hand
to determine if any additlonal letters of a similar nature have
been received,

further advised that LINKLETTER is the
father of three daughters and two sons, aged from five to
sevent%Fn.

No personél contact has been had with LINKLETTER
as yet, but arrangements will be made to interview him as
soon as possible.

The New York Division 1s being furnished one
photostatic copy of each of the letters received by the
victim, New Yori is requested to conduct any logical
investigation possible at Jamaica, New York, to determine
the identlty of the unknown subject,

Assistant United States Attorney HOWARD R, HARRIS,
Los Angeles, was contacted and advised of thlis matter, He
stated that the letters undoubtedly constitute a violation
of the Extortion Statute and suggested that investigation be
made.

| Homicide Division, Los Angeles
Police Department, was advised of the receipt of the aforementioned
letters by the victim., He stated that no information has
previously come to the attentiond the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment regarding this matter, but he would notify this office
immediately if they receive any information of interest.

The Bureau will be kept advised of all pertinent
developments,




FEDERAL BUREAU OF L:IVESTIGATION Z
U. S. DEPARTHMENT OF JUSTIGE ‘ iy I b
; -, Ladd. . %

COMMURICATONS SECTION

2-25~54
URGENT v,'

7BI, LOS ANGELES

§ TIRECTOR, FBI

7 "&//t & (,» . }\

i?SUB., ART LINKLETTER, VICTIM

VICTIV RECEIVED TWO LETTERS POSTMARKED JAMICA, NEW YORK, TLB.

ZTEK.
GIIE LAST AND FEB. TEN LAST.
CUTCUTS PASTED WITH SCOTCHTAPL TO BLACK PAPER, STATES QUOTE WE WANT
WE WILL LET YOU KNOW WHERE

FIRST LETTER, COMPOSED OF NEWSPAPER

YCU TO GET TOGETHER ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS.,
DONT CALL THE POLICE OR YOUR QUOTE LITTLE GIRL
SECOND

YCU HAVE TO SEND IT.
L0UOTE WILL NOT HAVE THEIR LAST TEMN DAYS, YOU TRANMP UNQUOTE.

LETTER, COMPOSED OF NEWSPAPER CUTOUTS PASTED WITH SCOTCHTAPE TO PLAIN
VICTIM

WHITE PAPER, STATED QUOTE THIS ITS YOUR FINAL WARNING UNQUOTE,
VICTIM CAN FURNISH NO INFO

I8 FATHER OF THREE GIRLS AND TWO BOYS,
VICTIM WAS EMCEE OF PILLSBURY BAKING

CONCERNING IDENTITY OF SubBJ,

CONTEST IN NYC DEC, FIFTEEN LAST AND HAS NOT BEEN IN NYC SINCE THEN,.
' A

WAS ALSO EMCEE AT PRESS PARTY FOR PRESIDENT EISENHOWER AT‘?xfe

VICTIF
UASHINGTON, D C, FEB, SIX LAST., LAPD ADVISED, FACTS PRESENTED USA,

EXTORTIONM LFTTVPS BEING FORWARDED

LA, UHO REQUESTED INVESTIGATION.

BY AIR MAIL TODAY. ‘ ¢ T QRDED Ll
| | " Qﬁégn it g
MALONE . fan. 2oy
E % k“jd A\ AND-, SOR o= '}
R mvnsdyqynvn mvxsth
f");"'?

END ACK PLS V*',““ , Y




MARCH 2, 1954 -  AIRTEL

7 - 0‘75 éé ?"’ ) - SAC, T.0S ANIELES Gﬂ}fﬁgg

0

UHSU7., ART LINKDETTER, VICTIM, EXTORTION., RUAT:L

POORUART 2lpy 1954,  ATFURD DATIHR TRUCUS
APTENM (5, KESP BUREAU ADVISED OF ALL DEVSLOPMENTS.
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a3 LABORATORY RN

Wik -;FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'"ON
B WASHINGTON D. C.
SA@,‘LSE Angeles - -l :v3 ;j;- ;§f

« . E . )
g . - .

John Edgar Hoover, Diractor

Re: . UN~) c . A . . .
PT'LIVKIETTER - VIOTIH 3
FXTORTION

YOUR FILE NO. C)-m,w
FBI FILE'NO. 69

LAB. NO. D 180787 AX-

c4amination requested by: Los An e les

Reforence: » Letter 2/25/5}4

‘ . Examination requested: Docnment - Fin erpz@nt Uds 6 6@-, F g ey 4}

L

.Spc.cl-r‘noni:'" . B

Ql anelone ‘bearing the hand prifted address in pencilv
and red ink "5 ARP LINKLETILR C-~B.S. TLLEVISION HOLLY
CLLIP." posir .-?.rlf.od "JrualCe, w.Y. B 1954."

02 hccompanying note mude of letiers and vords cub from

nowspepelr beriuning "le want you.... ' cncing on roverso
side "you Trenp," T
> (03 Znvelope beavlng the hand »nrinted address "5 ART - R
2 LIGKLETTGR 3 C. B. 5. TELEVISTCN. TOLLY HO0D (,ﬁLII?’ORNIA"
5 postmarked "JﬂﬁﬂICﬂ, U.Y. Pen 10 1954 5:50 PiL" ‘N
N Gl Accompanying note nade of lebticrs cnd words cut from 5
R newspueper veslnoalng Whut 1h;-IL' cese ending "WeRNING."
-—_—;c;:,u?,‘f:s af erataeblsng MAR @' 195 /,6 e T e "/

1:;{LCORWED'
Specimens (1 through uu uede searchec shrough wne oppreprialo
sectlons oi the A?QQV)ou &Eem Fllec without elicctlng an
identification. £ phdtolrunhic cony of thesc specimens will Lo

added to the il ?oqﬂguq“vg rgdgroence.

The physeicsl “‘arcwtcr¢¥LA§ﬁ of awecinmenc (;1 through U4 were
rsi— ‘ukun and v hoaﬁ“"ffizu.lnud'?w the Leuworatory for future

Fuceramd o 1 M) R '

Tete dscm_. + O~ Creincee.

Bolomas

Wisz Can )
u? 5-.{"7

,,unuc¢mons Dl through Q5 will be chenlicully troated. for the
cvelopnient of latent fin?ernrlnts and you will, receivg a sopurs

v report. rcgardlng the results of this examination, Tho' oviﬁcnco ulll %
bc rcturnod Lu your of&ice with copiea of thht raport‘-%« &

""-1 2.
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._-k:_... LABORILTORY ......c__..

 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.
WASHINGTON D. C.

uAy Tos Angeles l&nng;'9§'195h

UNSPB -

; _ ‘ ‘ . :‘_ 1 . John Edgar Hoover, Director
ARTVLIRKLETTER ~ VICTIN N E
EXTORTION . lolrrene.  9~31618

Commnene. . §a35h69 ]
" s v D-180926 Ay ;
Examinstion requested by fddreases ;
Reference: Totter datad 2-26..51" » o )
) Examination requested: | Document - Pingerppint
Specimens: BT ’ ;

G5 Envelops bearing hand printed addresa '-'!aR'i‘& LIHLLE"‘TER CeB.5S,
TELEVION HOLLYWOOD CALIF," postmarked "JAMAICA, N.Y. FEB 16 :
195k 9-Pu." -

3] fccompanylng note consisting of cut-outs from newspaper
clippings reading "THIS IS IT YOUR LAST CHANCE <YOUR CHILDREN
AFE NEST RAT."

ALSO SUBHITTED: Photostats of G5 end Q6.

Results of Examination:

It was concluded that the hend printing appesring on the envelope.
Q5, was prepared by the individual who propared the hand printing
gpnoering on the cnvelones, Q1 and G3, proviously submitted with ycm"

loetior of fpb}.”'&lf‘"" (.Lt:) .j.”':’.{o ) 4
e The envelops and vaper used for Q5 and Qb is different fz'om
Eio. —the onvelopes and papers used for tg' it prev.{ously submittod
e — With your letter of February 25 951{. b g & fn £ B
‘vm::-“ , ,& feqr e ’ KJ £
s -~ G5 is & plain white envelope me sm’ing appz'oximatcly L vy L 32
“Inchwg. It conbains no watermark. 8

6 1s g §ortion of u JJ.ncd ledror
;{.,’;{.S weat Lrhien NOW moasures npnmximate‘i & by 2 inches. 1o contoins 4
e Feonyp bormarl "Riverside ; nnd I-Ia&o in U,.s. A." Paper bearing thig wetorsdvik ‘~

Biloman -
_‘-' Gandy - j Aﬁl L )ix l:Lr v id ‘@:—"" (“ . )
"’j " : - 1 I # v) "Pa?ﬂy“ : y l:‘l'
3 L’%’" Y. Fasa e ¥MAR 01954 "'*“”’f’;"""l‘" RS
Piage 1 . dﬁ THMARO 1954 § 130, ! - Continved fn%ﬁ » %@015 D
J0CsvWs _,4((1—3:;?}/ . k2P A 130 : I /; ‘«“‘ JRSI. .

Y




is menufactured by the Riverside Paper Corporation, Appleton,
“isconsin. The message appesring on Q6 appears to have beepn
prepared by cubting out portlong of a newspaper and affixing
them to the sheet of paper with a transparent cellophane tape.

Specimens Q5 ané Qb6 will be chemlcelly treated for the
dovelopment of latent fipgerprints and a separate report will
be submitted on this phase of the sxamination. o

Specimens G5 and &6 will be roturned to your offics with
the latent fingerprint repoxd. : N L) A Pl N

PR A
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UNITED,... - iRNM

Oﬁice M"llvv: veeroao .
10 __PIRECTOR, FBI
FROM, }y SAC, LOS ANGELES (9-1618_

: ”
°52?CT UNK OWN SUBJECT' :
ART LINKLETTER VICTIM

T EXTORTION

Remylet 2/25/5l.

Contact has been maintained with the victim's secretary,

| | She advised on 3/3/5L that no additional
vnreatening letters have been discovered in the vietim's

fan mail and for this reason "They are not getting exercised
spout the matter', [::::::::]again advised that the victim
zen furnish no in%fffiffff]regarding the identity of the
unknown suspect. | stated that the victim has -
peen uausually btusy the past week and for this reason she e
~as not arranged an appointment for Agents to personally bC
dlscugg the mati2r with him, '

[::;:::::]was again advised that Agents of this office
are avallable to interview Mr. LINKLETTER about the matter
2t his convenlence. She stated that if Mr. LINXLETTER
desired to arrange an interview with Agents to discuss the
natter she would contsct this office and make arrangements
for such interview. further stated that they are
continuing to search LINKLETTER's fan mail for any additional o)
letters sent to him by the unknown sub ject. She will E
immediately notify this office if any additional letters
are uncovered.

In view of the close contact being maintained with i
ARD LINKLETTER's secretary and her insistence that LINK- ~
LETTER can furnish no information con cerning this matter,
no further effort will be made to personally interview
the victim unless additional developments warrant such
actlon.

GDH:ELM

@U Mﬁ.h 5 "%4
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DETAILS: AT LOS aNGELES, CALIIFORNIA

By letter dated February "lz, 195)4 r SQCretupy— \
+0 ART LINKLETTER, a well-known radio and television ,aruonalihv furntghed
the Ios Angeles Office two letters which, she sbated, had been receivead in '

“ Mr, LINKLETTER's fan mail.

One letter was postmarked I'sbruary (date illegible), 1Yul, at
Jamaica, New York. The envelope was addressed ug ART LINKLotTER, Chy
Telavision, Holly, ¢alif." The reverse side of the envelope has tho

ipitials SVAK. “his envelope was addressed in hand priatin: with rod ink
rantlv drawn over pencil lettering. The letter contained in this
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°nvelope con51sted of newgpaper cut-outs pasted W1th scotch tape to a
olece of black paper. The letter states as followss . ,

"We want you to get together $1,000. We will let you know
wnere you have to send it. Don't call the police or your !'little glrl'
%111l not have that last 10 days. You Tramp.%

| The other letter furnished by[:::::::;]was contained in an
envelope addressed in hand printing in pencil to "% ART LINKLETTERS, CBS

Television, Hollywood, Calif.," and postmarked February 10, 6:30 p.m.,
Jamaica, New York. The contents of the snvelope consisted of a piece of
plain white paper on which there was attached, with scotch tape, newspaper
cut-outs stating as follows:

"Rat, this it's your final warning."

At the request of tne reporting Agent,[ |nad an em-
olOJee in Mr. LINKLETTER's office make a search through the availabls fan
mail that had not been opened, to determine if any additional letters had

| addressed to him which contained a threat. On iarch 1, l95b,[::::]
| furnished an additional letter which had been located in the victim's
fan mail. She likewise furnished this letter and it is noted that the
envelope is also hand printed in pencil and postmarked February 16, 195k,
at Jamaica, New York. The contents of this letter consisted of newspaper
cut-outs pusted by scotch tape to a piece of plain white paper to read
as follows:

"This is it. Your last chance. Your children are nest,

rat,”

On March 9, 195L, the FBI Laboratory advised (lLab file D-
180956AX) that it was concluded that the hand printing appearing on the

. envelope postmarked February 16, 1954, was prepured by the same individual
who prepared the hand printing appearing on the envelopes of the other

two letters received by victim. The laborutory further advised that the
letters received Ly victim had been searched through the anonymous Letter
"File without effecting an identification.

. On harch 10, 195L, the laboratory advised that four latent
: flngerprlnts of value were developed on the first two letters mentioned
above as recelved oy VlCth. On the SdWP date the laboratory also ad~

letter recelvud by victim hlch was postmarked bebruary 16, l95h

becretdry to ART LINKIETIER, and who is employvd

(P‘by the John Guedels Agency, 8321 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cali-
ffornia, telephon1cally advised SA |nn February 25, l95h,




1A 9-,-163.8 |

were apparently letters recakved as regular fan mall by the CBS Studlo.
She stated that Mr. LINKLETTER receives a tremendous amount of fan mail
and that the fan mail is sometimes not handled for three or four weeks
after receipt. She stated that upon discovery of the first two threaten-
ing letters quoted above she showed them to kr. LINKLETTER. She stated
4r. LINKLETTSR advised her he has no acquaintances in Jamaica, Long
Island, New York, and he has no idea who the author of the letters could
oe. Sie stated that the only activity which Mr. LINKLETIER had had
around Hew York was on December 15, 1953, when he was flaster of Ceremonies
at the Pillsbury baking contest in New York City. She stated he had not
peen in New York.  since that date. She further stated that LINKLETTER was
Master of Ceremonies at a press party for President EISENHOWER on Febru-
ary 6, 195L, and this was his last occasion to be in the East.

Contact was maintained with' |by both SA
nd the reporting Agent, and she advised on warch 3, 1954, and
Jdarch 1L and 16, 1954, that vietim had received no additional threatening
letters, and for ihis reason victim is not concerned about the matter and
feels that the writer of the letters is apparently a "crank." :

The reporting Agent and SA|;|made several attempts to
arrange an appointment to interview victim LINKLETTER about the matter,

but dvised he was extremely busy in that he followed a "tight"
schedule due to hig radio and television activities. Upon receiving no
additional letters advised that Mr. LINKLEI'TER did not feel the

matter should receive any additional attention at this time.

It is noted that AkT LINKLWTTER has a nationally televised
show known as "art Iinkletter's House Party," which is televised over the
Columbia Broadcasting System.

On Pebruary 25, 195k, Mr. HOWARD R. HARRIS, Assistant United
States Attorney, was advised of the threatening letters received by
victim, whereupon he staled thut there was no doubt the letters consti-
tuted a violation of the lxtortion Statute.

On dzbrusry 25, 195, of the Homicide
Division, Los s#ngeles Police Depurtment, vas telephonically advised of ‘;
the receipt of the first two extortion letters Uy victim., iie advised
that no previous information concerning this matter had come to the
‘Los Angeles Police Department's attention and advised the Los Angeles
0ffice would be immediately contacted in the event any further informa-
tion was received.

The follow1ng description of victim was obtained’ by SA .
from victim's secretary: L




Height:

" Weight:
Sexs
Race:
Nationality:
Hairs

. Eyess
Occupation:
Marital Status:
Wife: ‘
Children:

Residence:
0f fice Address:

ART LINKIETTER . -
o ‘
6i1n

190 1bs.

Male

White

American

Sandy

Blue I

Radio and television
arried )

JACK, 16 years

ROBERT, 9 years

DIANE, 5 years B

219 South kiupleton Drive, Los Angeles
8321 Beverly Boulevard, los Angeles,
telephone York 6291 - o




NEW YORK

At Jamaica, New York

A

3 ' Will conduct investigation through any logica
available to determine the identity of the subject.:

LOS ANGELES
At ILos Angeles, California

REFERENCES

Los Angeles teletype to Bureau, 2/25/5h.
Los 4ngeles letter to Bureau, 2/25/5h.
 Los Angeles letter to Bureau, 2/26/5h.
~ Bureau air-tel to Los Angeles, 3/2/5h.
Los Angeles letter to Bureau, 3/7/5k.
Bureau letter to Los angeles, 3/10/5L.
FBI Laboratory reports to Los Angeles,
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Examination 1equostad: j;ucument

Specimean

1 . £1030 1030 spocimens teken from 1030 abidents sttending
Thomns L« EALBOR Yooy tional School and ¥oodrow
v1lgon vocetional High Zehoale C

Results of sxeninations

puaring on the envolopen Gl, @3 pnd
(8 previously submitted with Los ingeles lotters of %25/&»’!4
s comperad with specimons Kl thprough K1030 but nothing of
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Director, FBI (9-25669) : D“E 3/30/5h
“Nfthon ATT: FBI Laboratory ‘ o
P  SAC, New York (9-1995)

N

: Amlmmm - VIC 'I‘IM e
EXTORTION '

For the information of the Laboratory and the Los
Angeles 0ffice, 1t has been ascertained that the threatening
letters in this case were cleared through the main Jamaica
Post 0ffice, 88-L0 1lé6lith Street, Jamaica, LI NY

PR

This Post O0ffice covers & donsely populated area

: of aspproximately 12 square miles, and the Jamalica Post Office
b handles more then 1000 collection boxes with all mail funneled
£ through the main Post Office. As a consequence, it is not

possible to trace these letters to anv particular locality
or neighborhood by means of the pogtmark.

AR e e AN

It is believed, however, that the following clues / }
in these letters tena to show that the letters may have been
prepared by high school or junior high school students:

The letters were all postmarked after school hours;
in two instances the stamps were placed in the wrong corner;
LT in all three letters the writer used hand-printed Upper Case
2% letters indicating the possibllity that the writer had taken

. or was htaking a school course such as Art in which lettering
@ %; 1s used.

.
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\ In view of the above, arrangements were made
through various principals and Art Course instructors in !
five secondary schools in the area covered by the Jamaica "
Post Office to obtain hand-printed specimens of the ‘:TE p
students printing in Upper Case letters.

Ny e AR R A S E T T N o

Submitted herewlth under separate Cover are

w'rt.,?:
approximately lOOO specimen of hand—prlnting obtained from -;} ¢
students atbtending the Thomas-A. Edison Vocational School . *; ;
for Boys, also known as P§ #19 at 92 23 170th Street, | (?ﬁ@ ?
Encs. (1,18D) . ,hFﬁFA \\\\/“.- E A 3

1 - LogLAngeles (9wlb18)w

utuw\ !%{”_»3
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Letter o Director
NY 9-719951

Art Course at the Woodrow Wilson =

taking the Commercial
1, 156-10 Baisley Boulevard, Jamailca,

- Vocational High 8choo
LI, NY.

The abeve specimen were obtained as a result of

cooperation with local school authorities. ENEEY

The Laboratory is requested to compare the un-

{dentified hand-printing on the envelopes in this case.
with the known specimens gubmitted in an attempt to effect

an identification.

ubmitted are not to be returned and
they have served their purpoas.

The samples 8
may be destroyed after

/

Also enclosed are 3d;specimeniob£ainéd fféﬁistuaéﬁté
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£ramination requested by: llew York ) :

Zefarence: ’ letter b/f)‘/gh o 4 2 . i ‘

Esamination requested: Do ont

59"‘;."""'": - ' ' . k o i }‘ : 3‘,‘./ ! L

¥1031 - K2712 hanchs'r:d;mg fron 1682 students oi‘ Jamaica 'Hixh _School
Lons Island, New York. R .

3 Jemlis of L.xc- ination:

The questioned hand printing appearing on the enwlopes Ql, 03 and 05,
provionsly suimitied vith Los Anzeles letters of February 25, 1954, vas
e.apared with the knovn hand printinz specimens designited above as Ylel
through £2712 tut no L‘nny wi particular interest or siznificunce vas noted
which sugests the desir uility ol obtaining an. additonual knoin hand println
sneci~ens fron any ol m.c individuals represented in the avove knovn specimens
FI0.L Lhrou;hy K2712. “

b

The sutmitied evidence mll te retoined in the Laborztory for thirty dayi
xni"‘jil/i mless advised to the conbrary by your oif co yill be destroyed at that timne.
. ! } : oot
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“ATT:FBI Laboratory

Offce MerBeandiim -

.SAC, New York (9-1995): "

UNSUB; ART L INKLETTER < yIeTIM:

Nt

EXTORTION

R

Re NY letter to Bufééu, 3/30/

Ve L

syl

UNITED fS’lm"ESL GOVERN

gubmitted herewith under separate cover are 1682
specimens of hand-printing obtained from students of the

Jamaica Long Island High School.

For theinformation of the Los Angeles Offibé,

these specimens are limited to st
and Mechanical Drawing courses.

udents taking the Art
The Jamailca High Skhool

has a total enrollment of 5000 and is in approximately
the same general area as the main Jamaica Post Office
snrough which the threatening letters in this case were

funneled.

The Laboratory 1s requested to compare the hand-
printing on the specimens submitted in an attempt to
effect an identification with the unidentified lettering
on the envelopes previously submitted on this case.

The specimens are not to be returned and may be
cestroyed by the Laboratory after they have served their

pUrpo se.

Encs. (1682)

1~ Los Angeleé

EES:PHA
AN\

b gty

o, FENIEN R S
T e

*y

P

ME

NT

do

A

’l\




.

REPORT

0 . of the ) ‘

\ g N,
Jw3:. LABORATORY .if i ' - Yo 5

* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON D.C. .

s, Gt G ok 5 60 f e ash

sy g
- d

¥

jSUB; ART LIVKLETTER - Vietim h M
L‘-Xtortion ’ é.i_ ' s \ J°"" .;gsl'f.HOQVOr, Director
091995 -
"9=25669
‘p-182342

Ziamination requested by: Hew York

Teference: | Lettor L/?/Su

Esamination requested: Docwnent

Specimens:

%2713 =~ K3516 Known specimené dbtaiﬁéﬁf r5mf8bﬁfSﬁﬁ§én£§”Qf
' 1 Shimer Junior High Sehool.™ . =~ 0 7 L

Resnlts of examinetion:

The questlonec hand printing eppecring on the envelopes
21, 03 and &5, sreviously submitted with Los Angeles letters
of February 25, 19dl, was compsred with the known hand printing
specimens designatad above as £2713 through K3516 but nothing of
perticuler intorcst or gsignificence was noted which would
suzgest the cesirablllty of obteining eny odditional known
hendé printing svocisens from nny of the individuals representoeu

in the known specimens K2713 through K3516.
The submitbed evicdence will be retained in the Leboratory

for thirty deys and unless edviscd Lo the contrary by your
orrice will be destroyed ot thet time.
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SUB] cT: NSUB; ART LDIKLE’ITER VICTIM
EXTORTION

/’ + Director, FBI Ciige
ATT: FBI Laboratory o
SAC, New Iorlf (9-1995)

Re NY letter to Bureau, 3/30/5l.

Submitted herewith under separate cover are 80l specimens of hand-
printing obtained from the Shimer Junior High School, 142nd Street and
Linden Boulevard, Queens, NY. These specimens were obtained through the
cooperation of the Principal, The Shimer Junior High School is in the same
general area as the main Jamaica Post Office through which the threatening
letters in this case were funneled.

The Laboratory is requested to compare the handprinting on the
specimens submitted in an attempt to effect an identification with the
unidentified lettering on the envelopes previously submitted in this case.

The specimens are not to be returned and may be destroyed by ’ohe
Laboratory after they have served their purpose.

™mecs. 80l

1 - Los Angeles (9-1618)

NK{C{ if \ ’ REmRDED m i 7 )"“ ‘ “’/"s/ A o / 0 x
- /,'”" N X - 118 . .
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" 66 Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT:?

Director, FBI. (9-25669)
(ATT: FBI laboratory) -

SAC, New York (9=1995)

SUBJECT:  UNSUB3 ART&LINKLEI‘TER V”.LCTIM
EXTORTION ~— "

Re. NY letters to Bureau, 3/30/5h, L/5/5k and L/7/5ks

Submitted herewith under sdéparate cover are 1,263 spesimens
¢f handprinting obtained of students taking art courses I and II at the
irirew Jackson High School, 207-01 1léth fivenue, St. Albans, NY, which
iz covered by the main Jamaice Post Office. These specimens were obtained
tkrough the cooperation of the art instructor. .

The Laboratory is requested to compare the handprinting on
tre specimens submitted in an attempt to effect an identification with ~ :
tre unidentified lettering on the eavelope previously submitted in this (9‘/ )
cise,

In the event no ldentification is effected the specimens may
be destroyed by the Laboratory after they have served their purpose.

 Eazl. 1,263

1 - Los Angeles (2.7-1618) - : fs ‘
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UNSUB.; ART LINKLETTER - Vietim
Extortion -

'Dir‘o.ctor

9-1998 -
- 9=25669 ol

Esamination requested by: New York

Zeferaaca: Ye tter h/l 9/52l

Eramination requested: Dccument

S-;e-ci:'mm:

Jackson High School. Ak R e R

Results of exsmination:

The questioned hand printing appesring on the envelopes . =
“l, Q3 and Q5 previously submitted with Los Angecles lettera
of Februsary 25, 1954, was compared with the known hand printing
specimens designeted sbove as K3517 through KL779 but nothing of
particular Interest or significance was notud which would suggest
the desirability of obtaining any additional known hand printing
specimens from sny of the individuals represented in K3517 through
779,

Fom— The submitted evidence will be retained in the Laboratory =
‘- for thirty deys and unless pdvised to the contrary by your office
-wlll be destroyed et that time. | v R >
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _

Form No. 1

THIS CASEORIGINATED AT 10S ANGELES

FIPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN OR wi H M, ﬁE’ORT MADE BY
MADE /é 9,293 012, ©

| NBW YORK MAY 25 1954 5,1, 19/Sh EIMUND E. SENESAC
TnE CHARACTER OF CASE
UNKNGTY SUBJECT; ART LINKLETTER « VICTIM EXTORTION

LY NOPSIS OF FACTS:

The 3 extortion letters in this case cleared through the main Jamaica,

L.I. Post Office, 88-l0 164th St., Jamaica, L.I., N.Y., which cevers
densely populated area. Inasmuch as certain characteristics in threatening
letters indicated they may have been prepared by a high school or junior
high school student, specimens of known handprinting of 4,779 students in

5 secondary schnols covered by Jamaics Post Office were obtained for com—
narisen, No id- .tiTication effected as result of thls examinatian.

~ ROUC -

DETATLS:

A% Jamaica, long Island, New York

™1, of known reliablility, who is in a position to identify
mail which clears through the main Jamaica, Long Island Post Office at
8840 164th Street, Jamaica, Iong Island, New York, advised that the post—
marks on the three envelopes of the letters mailed to ART LINKLEITER show
that they were processed through the Jamaica Post 0ffice. T~1 st2ted,
however, that their Jamaica Post Office covers an area of gproximately
twelve square miles. This area is densely populated and the Jamaica Post
0ffice handles more than 1,000 collection boxes with all the mail funneled

COpics DUSTROYED
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NY 9-1995 o ‘

through the main post office. As a consequence, it is not poasiﬁlé’t§fv‘f'
trace these letters to any particular locality or neighborhood by means. .
of the postmarks,

Arrangements were made through T~1 t have a post office b
notice issued to the twenty post office sub-stations which bring mail e
to the main post office to be alert for any communication goint to a

television entertainer on CBS Television in Hollywood, California, RN
The victim's name was not used. This resulted negatively. SR

A close examination of the threatening letters in this case
showed that they were postmarked after school hours; in two instances
the stamps were placed in the wrong corner; on all three envelopes the
writer used handprinted Upper Case letters, indicating the possibility
that the writer had taken or was taking a school course such as art
or mechanlcal drawing in which letiering is used; the language and
spelling of the actual contents of the threatening letters indicated
Immaturity; it is noted that aldhough & sum ol money was demanded, mo - . -
actva) place was ever indicated as Yo where the money should be sente. . - 50

As a result of the above noted characteristics in the ;
threatening letters and the nature of the ART LINKLETTER program, it - .
is believed that the possibility existed that the threatening letters - '
may have been prepared by a high scléol cr a junior high school :
student in the Jamalca, Long Island area.

In view of the above, arrangements were made through g 5
various principals and art instructors in five secondary schools in
the area covered by the Jamaica, Iong Island Post Office to obtain
handprinted specimens of the students handprinting in Upper Case
lettering.,

The breskdown of the specimens obtained of the students - |8

from the different schools is as follows:
1, Through| JArt Department, Jamaica High .. .
Schocl, I67=01 Gothic Drive, Jamaica, long Island, New ... .= b6
York, specimens from 1,682 students in art courses. Lara el B2
2. Through\ | ™omas A. Edison

Vocational School for Boys (Public School L9), 92-=23
170th Strset, Jamaica, Long Island, New York, specimens
from approximately 1,000 students, covering full enroll=-

ment‘ “ “‘:, Pes S0 R .
‘ : o ww e Lo e - PO e
% ! ‘r., S R ™ 2 3 ;
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~ Through Woodrow

! Wilson High School, 156-i0 Balsley Boulevard, Jamaica,

" Iong Island, New York, specimens from 30 students in
art classes.,

b5
Througl] Shimer Junior pie

High School, (Public School 1)42) 142nd Street and Linden
Boulevard, Jamaica, ILong Island, New York, specimens from
804 students covering full enrollment.

Through| Art Department,
Andrew Jackson High School, 207-01 116th Avenue, St.
Albans, Long Island, New York, specimens from 1,263
students enrolled in art courses I and II.

The total amount of specimens obtained was L, 779.

A1l of the known specimens obtained from the 4,779 students
of the five secondary schools listed above were forwarded to the Bureau
Laboratory for comparison with the questioned handprinting on the ¥
envelopes in this case.

As a result of this examination the Laboratery advised that
the questioned handprinting on the envelopes previously submitted was
compared with the known handprinting on the U4,779 specimens forwarded
by the New York Office but nothing of particular interest or significance
vas noted which would suggest the desirability of obtaining any additional =
knowm handprinting specimens from any of the individuals represented in K
the specimens submitted by the New York Office, .

Inasmuch as the above investigation resulted negatively g L
and there are no other known logical sources through which the identity R
of the subject might be determined, this case is being referred upon
completion to the 0ffice of Crigin.

“ l o\_b‘ ‘w (}‘l



ATMINTSTRATIVE PAGE

His
identity is being kept confidential
in view of the nature of his employs
ment.,

Los Angeles let 2/25/5) and 2/26/5).
Report of A) at Los Angeles, L/2/5h.
New York letter to the Burean 3/30/54, L/S,7,19/5L.

Bureau letters to New York L4/15/5) and L/16/5) and s/l/sh.




T golaon....__._-
7. Boardmate.
Mr, Nichols e
Mr. Belmontoe—
Mr. Harbo. oeee
Mr. Mohy (e
Mr. Parsons.

‘Mr. Rosen 4
Mr., Tamm ..
Mr. Sizes  .— -
Mr. Wint-vrowd-
Pele. Roora oo
Mr. Holloman_—
Miss Gandy....—

AN

AIRTEL
Tranamxt the following TEISEVHY meepage to

v;BI, LOS ANGELES
DIRECTOR, FBI (9-25669)

UNSUB; ART EE%KLETTER DASH VICTIM, EXTORTION., THIS MATTER

IS PENDING AWAITING DEVELOPMENT OF OUTSTANDING LEADS AT NEW
YORK CITY. NEW YORK DIVISION REQUESTED TO COMPLETE INVESTI-
GATION AND SUREP IMMEDIATELY.

MALONE T

GDH:ndr
©.1618 ,

cc: NEW YORK CITY (9-1995)




3-BUREAU (9=25669)
l--LOS ANGELES (9.-1618)
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THIS c;ss omemkfs@ AT LOS’ANGELES .

10S ANGELES 6/11/sh | fofsk o7e
TILE . "] CHARACTER OF CASE :
¢
INENGWN SUBJECT; ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM ‘EXTORTION

syNopsisSOF FACTS: ~ Vietim has received no additional threatening communications.
Logical investigation has failed to produce suspect,

= 0w
DZTAILS:

At Los Angeles, California:

-

becretary to Vietim ART LINKLETTER, advised on
June 9, 195k, TAAT Victim has received no additional threatening communica-
tlons of any kind.

Inasmueh 2s logical investigation has failed to identify the
unkrewn subject and there are no leads outstanding, this matier is closed,

- -
COPIES DESTROYED D «f 56
301 JuL 21 1965
N —
NN i N
AT N oo {2 B‘M}m‘ C&.‘:--.-' Annet
\;U v R f/ —s b &
. ;}')Puzs OF THIS REFORT 16 JUN lﬁ1954 !
A2~ Bureau (9~25669) e Lon g
Y BRI P "' # 4‘; i ‘ gfu;v. "‘ -"‘
ed i fle SecAtiorney, Los Angeles - Y 2 P
‘;\’MQ 44 %j:’g:f ’ L T  , e T {) —
. 1= Los Angeles (9-1618) -, -~ :

- PROPERTY OF FBI~THIS REPORT IS LOANED TO.YOU BY THE FBI, AND Nenl'{znluj\udr'c'lrs»conrtnrs}‘hgsl TO BE'DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY

%S ) e

‘ : U. 8, GUVERNMENT,PRINTING OFFICE | 16—5602053 .
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ST40Ca2D FORM NO. B4

&
Oﬂice Memomndzzm

TG + L. B. NICHOLS

FROM ¢ D, ], PARSONS |

SUBJECT : Yy S}} .
Art-Tink] e tiffd
VIKEX 42

-25669

There isj
Leborstory in con
that this file be
Records Section.

.r. A
httactment . . f;

u

tached the file which has been maintained in the..
tion with the above-captioned matter. It is desired
eintained as an enclosure beldmd the main file in the

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Tolson

. Boardman ...
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‘ FTDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA‘N
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Recordad Laboratory Work Sheet
3-45h
vis LATENT
Re: UNSUB " File # 9-25669
ART LINKIETTER - VICTIM Lab. # D-180956 X
EXTORTION
Examination requested by: SAC, IA (9-1618)

Date of reference communication: Date received:

2-26-5l

Document - PFingerprint

3-3-54

}/LP/ j
Result of Examination: Examination by: :

&‘PWQMQ‘%W &/-&y(ﬂww ;
/%{é(UVv-i2;1§22ﬁ8~ A?%”“‘ /¢§£2€\g
xf%fiﬁwﬁhv CJ& 5523

B &J
Specimens submitted for examination

Examination requested:

(;5 Lnvelope bearing hp address "ART. LINKLETTER C. BeS,
[ELIVICH :OLI¥HOCD CALIF," postmarked "JAMAICA, ¥.Y.
Fzp 1671954 9-pu."

€6 Accompanying note consisting of cut-outs from newspaver

clippings reading
CHITDI*” AL HEST

Blay wcdrn BT . f[;zo‘::z/a/ D GE.

e
/} f?r L) N//LI TL-J@%_/M
=17

"IHIS IS IT
RAT.™

YOUR LAST CHANCE YOUT




6 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI.
UNITED STATES DEPARTUENT OF JUSTICE

MR L ‘Laboratory. Work Sheet,
.‘._z;;:Bééor'deg L/2/5l baf =

Re: UNSUB. File # 9-25669

ART LINKLETTER Lab. # D-182582 AX
VIKEX

Examination requested by: SAC, New York (9-1995)

Date of reference communication: 3/30/5L Date received: l/1/5l
Ex tion uested: Document
amina req A -
Result of Examination: Examination by: b7C
,'/’:’1\\“\“
&' s,

)~ Lo j
/{/.-— /‘) 7050 /7”} : 1.‘;/!-- MM&QJ

——san “T) R
( v

{9[ Ma’? ‘ »'AI/‘/'.}.“‘ o A {/‘,)*’:.- w.\, 4.0 ‘ 3,1‘ 3
i L-’( w‘ “""‘ (;’g a"*’" ! E Doge
M 2o, ot Specimens / uqu d for xa.mination ”"‘-’

,.

K1 - K1030 1030 specimens taken from 1030 students attending
Thomas A. Edison Vocationsl School and Woodrow
Wilson Vocational High School.

| q"dé’yﬁﬁ)-/’:ls/ﬂ/’f/‘}’: I7T£ P
e /#:(?/ J; /,\ C 55 7-'/“;‘2\/.__.,‘//0 N
| [+ 0 )~ 1Y Lers 2D
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‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGI“J
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

, Laboratory Work Sheet
RECORDED l-7-5L T

AIC
LAB FILE

Re: UNSUB.; : : File # 9-25669

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIH Lab. # D-182792 AY

EXTORTION
Examination requested by: SAC, New York (9-1995)
Date of reference communication: Let. L=5-5) Date received: li-6-5)
Examination requested: Doc.
Result of Examination: : Examination by b7C

Specimens submitted for examination

K1031 - k2712 Handwriting from 1682 students of Jamaica High School,
Long Island, ilew York.

T

) .QI, 3 yfmjﬂ%v,z/u%;‘;/

Sk Tage +
Y=i6-SY .4
Crc V@PALs |




' g 1" 7-2
g . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'XQ
' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

*Laboratory ¥ork Shest

Reporded
L-9-5L eaw

Lab File
‘Re: UNSUB; ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM File # 9-25669
EXTORTTON Lab., # D-1829L2 AX

Examination requested by:  SAC, New York 9-1995

Date of reference communication: Let. L=7-8l Date received: )..0.gj

Examination requested: Doc. i

Result of Examination: Examination by:

@), 3 5 pioo LA Lellemfos S g A fa7s3
/CQ;;JV 35 /6 37

Specimens submitted for examination

K2713 - K3516 Known specimens obtained from 804 students of Shimer
Junior High School.



. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA.N
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Lsboratory Work Sheet

7. UNSUB.; ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM File # 9-25669

EXTORTION : Lab. # D-183597 AX
Examination requested by: SaC, N 9-1995

N~
Date of reference communication: let. L/19/5L \\\\Dgfg received: )/21/5)

Examination requested: Document -

\

Result of Examination: Examination by:

((55*179 422 9 m«e,d, 4‘7 w;az\qJ,J:S -

Specimens submitted for examination

K3517-4779 Known writing taken from 1263 students of XNERENXIAZKZEN
Andrew Jackson High¥ School.

N

b6

b7c
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; ‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAQN
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Il‘.eCOI'ded 3-2—Sh L'abora'tory Work sheet =
geb =

Lab.F‘ile
TIsUs;s
Re: L:LYJEI‘;:L% ~VACITY: File #725¢4 7
kot S Lab. # p-180737 Ax

Examination requested by: SiC, Los An-eles (9-New)

Date of reference communication: Let. 2-25-C) Date received: Bl 2

L gLy

Examination requested: Docwnent - Fingerprint

Result of Examination: / Examination by: fec :
81 =ad Mo M 467 Ly widl)
Poprihey A | 1T I

Specimens submitted for examination

[} o/o

2 e hond printed address in pencil and red ink ®4:T
o= YOLLVIUAY TDLLT CALIFLY po stmakked "JAVATCA, H.Y.
B R 1 P
2 Acesapenying note nmade of letters and vords cut from newsnaper beginning

e vwent Youeeeew® end.ng on reverse side”"ycu Tram,"

*%

2 Invelope hervinc the hand rrinted addrdss ®ANT <LTNKISTTEDS O 3 84
(e o U . Lo 9 P wy i Lo e e ¢ g ;4 - - % et -~ > = s ~Ar’t
CoL T, LTy 0D DA TITAT ol wrked TJA AT by e TED 10 ]PLM;
FOT T
Ve _~ .

Aeeonanying rote nade o7 lelters and vords cut from newspaper beginning
"2t This Ttis,eee ! ending "VARTIGL
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FD.:15 % ay, 12-413-56) .‘)| e
Fl \‘;;f"il : "
Y ) @ = '. ' !
Byl e CFBI A
ihgggﬁﬁi e :
AR R Date: 5/16/58 .
i
i2nz7i tne following in AIRTEL |
(Type in plain text or code) }
" _AIR MAIL !
(Priority or Method of Mailing) —]
_____________________________ e e e e
j\ i
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI  / \ I |
FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (9-2142) cATT A T
(/( }Jj : U'V 7 : (x',v v /
RE: BENNIE JAMES ‘RIGGINS; s W e, I
ARTYLINKIETTER - VICTIM

EXTQRTION

§o
Sudject directed partially incoherent hand written
alr mail lettér postmarked Molena, Georgla 5/12/58 to victim,
CBS, Hollywood, California, which 1s as follows: :

"I am a gang leader and I have 15 boys in my gang,
6 are in California State. If you don't do what you are told
you will wish you had. The police or FBIL or any other law
won't help. If you don't sent $700 this date I sald your
boy ROBERT or JACK will be murdered, as told send me money
$700 this date 5/17 or 19 or 20 so 1f you want boys to live i
as well as ycurself sen cash or check. No marked bllls., It
up to you. Send money or check to Mr, BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS,

Molena, Georgla, Route Number 2."

An unfired .22 calibre bullet was enclosed in the
letter. In letter, subject refers to self as 18 year old boy.
Letter handled by LINKLETTER employee who gpens fan mall,
LINKIETTER aware of letter but not concerned regarding threats
as belleves author seems llke mental case,

Ingtant letter turned over to FBI, Los Angeles, b6:;
(i§16/58 by to ART LINKLETTER. , b7C

3 - Bul"eau S ] ,l o8 g W g s) . 3
Y - Atlanta (OFEC AL DELIVE /117) J% AR T N :
1 - Los Angeles M " . :
IMC:hts : o B MAY 19 1958 ey
(5) Lo ek

» ‘ ) ml‘z';na-'




Age
Height
Welght
Hair
Eyes

Age
Helght
Welght
Hair
Eyes

Age

Helght

" e Welght

‘. ol Hair

Eyes
Complexion

ROBERT LINKIETTER is described as:

JACK LINKLETTER is described as:

ART LINKIETTER is described as:

12

5,10"

140 '
Black
Brown

19

6|
160
Brown L
Blue _g

Ly

5|10H

160

Light Brown
Blue

Fair

ausal

| Los Angeles, désires

inquiry to establish age and mental capaclty of subject
before making prosecutive declslon,

Letter being forwarded to Bureau.

Request Atlanta through inquiry at Molena, Georgla
develop information concerning subject and advise.
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el LABORATORY __z__

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

b
ol

wFRr

R R
-

"= FBI, Atlanta oo May 29, 1058

¥ =». BENNIE JAMES RIGGIRS; .

. ; m lemnn - VIcrIn; John Edgar Hoover, Director
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON - REC-7T4\UJ . .., ., +x 4
VICTIN; fof

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM mﬁ'&m G Btpil kS
*2"  'D-279896 DJ

EXTORTION o
Zxamination requested by w“shiugton Field Office .

Aeforenne: Lettexr 5/26/58

Examinaticn requesied: Docment - Fingemrint . .

Remarks:

e

Encl’osjf‘;rés'?- (3) (3 Lab report)

2 - Waéhington Field Office - Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)
7

; / - MAILED ,xd
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e o REPORT

2 | | . of the ‘
1 L s—=FP s

& . LARORATORY ¢ _

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASRINGTON, D. C.

?; Tot 'BI, Atlanta Datn: uay 29" 1968
. BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; Len e, D-279896 BJ

‘ ART LINKLETTER - VICTIHM;

i VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N, NIXON -
VICTIN;

SENATOR HER¥AN TALMADGE ~ VICTIM

EXTORTION
fvon FBI1, VWashington Field Office, 5/26/52

Specimens recelve!l
Ql Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman
Tamadge State Captial Washington D C.," postnarked
"MOLENA GA. MAY 9 1958 P.H.”
Q2 Envelope bearing handwritten address “"Senator Herman
Talmadge State Captinl Washington D C.," postmarked
, "MOLENA GA. HMAY 14 1958 P.M."
- 03 One-page handwritten letter dated 4/5/58, beginning
] "Hello Senator Talmadage I am a white..." ending on
' reverse side "...do something very soon Address
Bennie James Riggins MHolena Ga."

Q4 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/10/58, beginning
"Hello Senator Talmadge I am 2 young...' eunding on
reverse side '"...out of danger."

Q5 Piece of paper bearing handwritten lottex dated
5/10/58, beginning "Hello Seénator Talmadge I am &
young..." ending "...army marine crop.”

Q6 One-page bandwritten letter dated 3/15/58, beginning
nHello Senator Talmadge I wrote here a week..."
ending on reverse side "...this address Bennle Janey

Riggins Molena Ga R#2."

R O N
RE E2e BT R- e o Sy gt
. B gt AT

ALSO SUBMITTED: Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58, to
"Honorable J. Astor Riggins Sheriif of

Pike County, Zebulon, Georgia.”

Tt w

Results of Examination: :

Q1 through Q6 wero compared with the appropriate
sections of tho Anonymous Letter File without effecting an

identification,

L o — Q1 through Q6 do not contain any watermarks or
Boardman —_othey identifying characteristics which would assist in

Belmon
:wr ‘ determining the sources of the envelopes and paper.

MNease ..

Parsonu . i
$MN1~::ZPage ) Continued next page
ki, GFM:PCC

’ loe, Room (7)

room [




ot . You will be separately advised regarding the results
; of the latent fingerprint examination. You will be advised of
the disposition of the evidence in the fingerprint report.
Photographs are retained in the files of the Bureau.




. . LC# 15633

Recorded FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
5/28/58 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
pCC 20~ LAB FILE
Laborctoﬁ/sg/%fl?es(}j{egt 29-58 12 OONOO%B /;,
LATENT Cmaens L F
Re: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; File # .7 = =% ’
ART LINEKLETTER - VICTIM;

; Len.# D-279896 DI
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N, NIKON ~ VICTIN;

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM
EXTORY ION

Examination requested by:

PBI, Washington Field Office

Letter 5/26/58

Document - Fingerprint Date received: §/26/58

(Personally delivered)
Result of Examination: Examination by:

Examination requested:

N ADYR R AR L R
Vet
” (:L,‘

o

o
I )

o - At
r Ed 3 &
x( ,l{ ot {.’s A Q) &

¥ fé}c;

“/(-4470 ig < C}Lxd ) aad y
im P A ey : j/ =7
&

1 . %"‘M
Specimens submitted for examination

JPM

Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman Tamadge
Eedarsign

State Captial Washington D C,," postmarked
"MOLENA GA, MAY O 1958 HEX P.M."

Envelope beariang bandwritten address "Senator Herman

Talmadge State Capiial Washington D C.," postmarked
MOLENA GA, MAY 14 1958 P.M,"

One-page handwritten lettexr dated 4/5/58, beginning
"Hello Senator Toimpdage I am a white..." ending on

reverse gide '...do something very soon Address
Bennie James Riggins Molena Ga."

Q4 Oune-page handwritton letter dated 5/10/58, beginning /s
. YHelle 8enatoxr Talmadge I op n young...'" ending on b
raverse side "...ocul of danger."

Q% Piece of paper

bearing handwritten lottor dated 5/10/68, ‘ wq' y
beginnlng "Hello Senator Talmadgc i am o young..." enaing \U ,:
"oo.army marine crop. ;3 : .

One~page handwritten 1atter dated 5/15/58, beginning

"Hello Senator Talmadge I wrote hexe a veek..." andins
__ou reverse side ".,.this udd ; ‘




Carbon copy of lettexr dated 5/13/58, to
"Honorable J. Astor Riggins shmxz Sheriff oI
Pike County Zebulon, Georgia." SRR

.
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Y o g

lomad ¢ SAC, WFO

(L ) s y i oo _
3.)/7166 LM(?;‘?ZO’H‘/!(Z?ZW?Z e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, MBI DATE: 5/26/58
- Att: I'BI LABORATORY
I ,

(/_,—2‘”’3 '
*URJECT: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS;
ART/LINKLETTER -~ VICTIM;
Vice President RICHARD N,
. NIXON - VICTIN
, /'~ Senator HERMAN/TALMADGE - VICTIM
EXTORTION
(00: AT)

Re Bureau telephone call to WFO 5/26/58.

SA DONALD E. WALTER contacted Senator HERMAN
TALMADGE of Georgia on the morning of 5/26/58, and obtained
from him letters dated 4/5/58, 5/10/58, and 5/15/58, addressed
to Senator TALMADGE from BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS, whose address
is shown as Molena, Georgia.

| Accompanying the three above letters from -
RIGGINS was a copy of a letter from Senator TALMADGE to
the Sheriff of Pike County, Georgia, wherein the Senator
advised the sheriff of having received handwritten letter
from the subject and drawing it to the sheriff's attention.
The Senator's letter was dated 5/13/58.

| |advised that she and the
following persons had per all
~IGGINS to the Senator.

[and Senator HBRMAN TALMADGH.
.I1T of the above persons are attached to the office staff F iy
of Senator TALMADGE. A /

The above documents were delivered tc SA GEORGE W
DINGLE of the FBI Laboratory the wmorning of 5/26/58. The

Laboratory is requested to submit original Laboratory report
to Atlanta. Q.

J+Bureau
Z-Atlanta
1-YFO
~DEW :pap
(6)

. —
L‘_f' AW 1Y L‘; ¢ e

.~‘~C~"c;—?w(:,f,t. 37 &’,c.r:j v i)




Py L N ' 4
6% 5y s
— RCBD. ST S 3
1 Date: May 26, 1958
_i 1)
i %u;gdk To: Mr. U. E. Baughman '
v bl ‘ Chief, United States Secret Service
| : Treasury Department
%; Washington 25, D. C.
i ~ From: John Edgar Hoover - Director
v e Federal Bureau of Investigation
- Subject: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS
2 o ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; :
c . VICE-PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON ~ VICTIM;
S SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE ~ VICTIM;
§ Tk e EXTORTION
i L This is to confixym information furnished
E Special Agent | 0 your cffice
o " on'May 24, 1958, by Mr. O, H. Bartlett of this
o Bureaun regarding Bennle James Riggins having
admitted writing a threatening letter te
Vice~President Richard Nixon within the pust b
two weeks. ;
Bennie James Riggins, age 18, of Molena, f
Georgia, was interviewed by Special Agents of this -
Bureau's Atlanta Office on May 22, 1958, At this & %
time he admitted having written letters witihin the &~
Kzgggsw:  past two weeks to Vice-~President Nixon, Scuntor 23 P
Herman Talmadge, and Art Linkletter, television e f
TOMAY 7 persoaality, in which he demanded $200 each from 03§: M; . 7
= Vice-President Nixon and Senator Talmadge and $700 | = =~ ;
MM . FB from Linkletter on threat of death if they failed .
—————! to pay. o N ‘ e
T '1"' ; i i ! AN s x <
A doctor who has treated ngbln in the T
o past has adviged that he is not mentally voand and .
T has diabetes ineipidus. ‘ ; :

oy e P # . " 7 -’
i;‘ N :)‘ ! g . By
R A APV W
:i"*(. 3 ERE &

‘1\ P I'." i

931: dpagm TWO. |



R e R Y R

Mr. U. E. Baughman

Riggins was arrested by the Sheriff's Office,
Pike County, Georgia, for having written the threatening
letter to Senator Talmadge, and he was released from
the Plke County Jail, May 21, 1958, on $500 bond.

The matter of Riggins having written threatening
letters to Vice-President Nixon, Senator Talmadge, and

Art Linkletter will be discussed with an appropriate
United States Attorney for his opinion as to desired

- prosecutive action. You will be furnished copies of

this Bureau's investigative reports in this matter.

NOTE: On 5/26/58, Mr. DeLoach in Mr. Nease's Office, contacted
Mr, Kenneth Turner, Administrative Assistant to Senator Talmadge,
regarding the above matter. Mr. Turner advised that he would
make the letter sent to Senator Talmadge available to

Mr. PeLoach. Supervisor | WFO,; was advised to have an

SA immediately proceed to Senator Talmadge's Office and cbtain
the letter written by subject from Mr. Turner.

O: H. Bartlett, Liaison Section, on 5/26/58, contacted
the Pro?ectlve Research Unit, U. S. Secret Service, in an attempt
to obtain the letter sent to Vice-President Nixon by the subjcct.
Secre? Service advised that they did not have this letter
immediately available; however, they would contact the Vice-I'residens
Office and endeavor to locate instant letter.
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/ FBI

Date: 5/22/58

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
!
Trans=it the following in —
|
|
|

&

(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL
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7
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3
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(Priority or Method of Mailing)

e e e e e e e - — —— — —— — A d—— e A - e mmn e s e e mew e A dan M WS e Gow S s — —— — At —

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (9-1299)

SUBJECT: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS;
: AR INKLETTERJVICTIM o |
! VICE-PRES IDENT, RICHARD NIXON-VICTIM;
| Senator HERMAN./PALMADGE-VICTIM
EXTORTION ~

5 . 00: ATLANTA /f\

| Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 5/16/5€

Title changed to add names of victims, Vice
President RICHARD NIXON and Senator HERMAN TALMADGE.
Subject located and interviewed this date Molena, Ga.
Subject 1in signed statements admitted sending letter
within the past 2 weeks to victims demanding $700 from

B T OV

! LINKLETTER, $200 from NIXON and $200 from TALMADGE and

5 threatened to have them killied for thelr fallure to pay..

[ Subject, 18 years of age, advlised that he completed 7ti .,
grade and that about 5 years ago he was committed u %?

State Hospltal, Milledgeville, Ga. for "High Temper'"l!'!}

M.D, who trcated subject in the past advised subject not§

mentally sound and has dlabetes incipidus. Subject was

from Pike County Jail, 5/21/58 on, @500 bond for writing
letter to TALMADGE. g s o
o2 MBS =

Buredu notify Secret Scrvice as-to “TghEﬁ'“

statement of subject concernlng his mailing $x
sgiee | letter containing threat to Vice- Prcsidéﬁ it LA

\ .

\.—f

l'y'l.
& b

arrested ty Sheriff's Office, Pike County, Ga. and recleaged

RS R — Washington Fleld Office will ontyin extﬁ?ﬁf%n

B b _lekters from VLce President NIXON and SENATOR TALMADGE .

f w5 _and will forward them to Laboratory for comparison purpose:,

e 5 wlth handwriting of gsubject obtailned by this of ice. 4
“‘“”“~--a5—8ureau 2 166 Tngelcs 2= Washington Flogd?'d- Atlanta iﬁﬂ?ﬁ
REGISTERED ___ FPG/rih /;y

Approved: " {.g A Sent er 4

3448% /@Z 5 U/
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Date: S
o
ansmit the following in s Tohin e ol :
!
i (Priority or Method of Mailing) ;
____________________ ) I

AT 9-1299

LOS ANGELES:

Will discuss facts concerhing~subject!s vriting
letter to LINKLETTER with AUSA. :

Atlanta 1s considering 1tself Office of Origin
Since subject resides in Atlanta territory and extortion
letters mailed from that Division.

ATLANTA : AT MILLEDGEVILLE, GEORGIA

W1lll review records State Hospital for information
as to dlagnosls of subject's mental condition. -

ATLANTA ; AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Will notify Secret Service as to extortion letter
to NIXON. Will discuss facts with USA as to threats directed
to Vice-~President NIXON and Senator Talmadge.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i
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o,

¢ WASHINGTON, D. C.

-=:  FBI, Los Angeles (9-2142) _ bate:  June 12, 1658 ’

oA
}

v ‘

3 ... BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; . Moo

f ART I‘INKLETTER - VICTIM; John Edgar Hoover, Director
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON - :

VICTIM;

‘ SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTINM

PR

BEXTORTION FBI File No. 9-34483 - ‘/

Lab. No. D"‘280279 DJ
Txamination requested by Los Angeles
REG- 82
isierence: " Letterx 5/27/58 |
Txamination requested: Docunent |
Hemarksy !

Ql through Q6 were aubmitted by the Washington
Field Office under date of May 26, 1958

e

No record was found in thcu Laboratory of known
bandwriting specimens of the sub;ect. submitted by the
Atlanta Office.

{
I

Enclosures (5) (Q7, Q8, 3 Lab reporft)

1 - Atlanta - Enclosure (Lab report) R
1 - Washington Field Office - Enclasure (Lab report) .

e ) ,
GFM: PCC) | | & 34&%%3

(6) [




KEPORT
' of the .

e ', LABORATORY _ .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 12, 1958

o -.. FBI, Los Angeles Sates
i FBI File No. 9-34483
... BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; Lébe Nos D-280279 PJ

" ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM;
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON -
VICTINM;

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM
EXTORTION O
irecimens recetved 5/29/53 T . ‘*

: Q7 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Art Linkletter

3 CBS Hollywood, California," postmarked '"MOLENA GA.

o MAY 12 1958 PM,"” bearing writing in the upper left~hand

corner.
Q8 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning

"Monday May 12, 1938  this is...,"” ending on reverse
side "...don't fool around."

Results of Examination:

It was concluded that the handwriting on Q7 and Q8
was prepared by the writer of specimens Ql through Q6,
previously submitted in connection with this case.

Q7 and Q8 are returned herewith. Photographs are.

retained.
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O]fﬁ(?@ Meworandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMEXT

5T AMOARD FORM HO, 64

70 : BIRAE e, P - DATE :
SAC, oLUS ANGELES (u¢-2142) ATTENTION:

oy,

BEMNIE JAMESSRIGGINS ;

ARTCEANKLETTER ~VICTIM e

vice President RICHARD-NIXON - VICTIM;
Senator HERVMANIPALMADGE - VICTIM. .
00: ATLANTA

EXTORTION

Femyalrtel 5/16/58.

, fra I g

- Enclosed herewith is the original and a photostab’ -
copy of the letter recelved by victim, ART LINKLETTER, fror
subject. The ,22 calilber pullet which was included in the
lJetter is being retalned in this offlce.

. It is requested that the handuriting in the encloe
Jjetter be compared with handwrlting specimens of the subject,
which were submitted by the Atlanta Offlce. ’ i

(3)- Bureau (ncl. 2) (REGISTERED)
1 - Los Angeles S

JIAC « i
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FBI
Date: 5/27/58

(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL .

— — - — e e o e e e im mm S e e M e e e S W e WS s e e s

{Priority or Method of Mailing)

- = T

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM; SAC, IOS ANGELES (9-2142) 7./
RE: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS;

ART/ EINKUETTER - VICTIM

VICE-PRESIDENT. RICHARD B S
(thIXON VICTIM; SENATOR HERM&H_’ o Wg,ww.f
ALMADGE - VICTIM | Jui

 “EXTORTION
00: Atlanta
Re Atlanta airtel to the Director 5/22/58.

Information concerning subject developed
by Atlanta Office discussed with AUSA ROBERT D.
HORNBAKER, Los Angeles 5/26/58.

AUSA HORNBAKER declined prosecution in
favor of prosecutive decision of USA, Atlanta, QGeorgla

inasmuch as all letters originated within Georgla ,ﬁwf'
judiclal district. éf
cé?- Bureau ) ,
- Atl-nta (9-1299) VS
1 - Washington Field R / / :
1 - Los Angeles | '49 | —-—
JMC/1ah : 8 MAY 29 1958

9 % -{3. o 15“; — ﬁ
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SAC, Atlanta (9-1299) 5/28/58
Director, FBI

| .

vmmemmMmm%

ART "LINKLETTER - VICTIM;

 VICE-PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON ~ VICTIM;
BENATOR HERMAN ‘TALMADGE - VICTIM; '
EXTORTION

Reurairtel 5/22/58.

Mr. Robert J. Bouck, Special Agent in Charge
Protective Research Section, Inited States Secret Service

- White House, Washington, D, C., on 5/26/58 advised Bureau! s

llalson representative that they were in pessession of the

‘lettur written by subject t¢ Vice President Nixon.

Mr, Bouck stated Secret Sarvice desired to retain this
letter in view of the theeat to Vice President Hixon.

Mr, Bouck advised that this letter would be made available
to the Bureau if such was needed in any pending prosscution
agalnst the subject.

- Above per 0. H, Bartlett, Liaisen Section.

ORI I A ;,244}“”’ 3.
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o' FD @ BUREAU OF INVI @ ION |

Washington 25, D. C.

REPORT

of the

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

ldentification Division i
i Xy
PR Qs , i
YOUR FILE NO. . _ L ax .. May 29, 1858
FBIFILENO., . ’ g gz i E Fean®t Wy
LATENT cAse No. . 15633

0. BAC, Atlanta

"

£ potdta il
e B AT

RE: smgm SAMES RIGGINS;
ARTAINKLETTHR - VICTIM o
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD §. NIXON - vxc'rm
SENATOR HERUAN TALYADGR - VICTIM
EXTORT IO . T ———

{‘ ¥

REFERENCE: L@tter TR dated 5/26/58
EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: WBL .
SPECIMENS: Two envelopes wnd accoapenying lettera, Q1 throngh Qi
Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58 to “'Honorable
J. Astor Riggins, Shoriff of Pike County, ZTebulon,
Gaoxrgia”

No lateat impressions doveloped on specinens d@aigmatad
Q1 through QG.

o=

Q1 through {6 and the carboa copy of letter datéd 5/13/568

are being forwarded with copies of this report to WrFO. 5 f
Laborstory report separate. QLG 33  ’/~M_;,¢ 5. / ‘
| CORR - bRl |
3 - WFO (Baclosures 7) Lo b 19 JUN 31988 Ty
JW:emh */ Original report sent ' ... ol | —
. (7). to Atlanta Office per request 2
of relet. o AN\ el
i IS -
~~ : A iﬂ _'{:“.) "'w_',?} ) ‘,:!-‘._ * ;
S or L1 e
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Izxaminution requested by: FBI » Atlanba
“aierence: Letter 6/5/58

Zxamination requented: Document

ol LABORATORY ..t .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

FBI, Atlanta (9-1299) bate: June 16, 1958

-..BENNIE JAMES RIGGINSt FRCR Magrer

ART LINKLETTER'VICTW B ' ‘ John Edgar Hoover, Directer
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. |

HIXON=VICTIN \ y
SENATOR HFRMAN TALMADGE-VISTIM  Qh L. ii .. 9=34hB3 -

EXTORTICH & e p-280989 DI

“eamarkge

Q1 through Qb6 were sutmitted by Washington Fleld
office under dote of May 26, 1958. Q7 and Q38 were submitted by
the Los Angeles Office under date of May 27, 1958. '

‘7 / ﬂ/\ééa/u‘l’;’ 7' / ')F 5' f'/)‘_; /‘ ’»,z‘ 'f"

MA‘L&D 3 N -(A/Vtxé/v-) /\‘-2-] /{ /(7(7/2/3; ?W 2ce “//
Y )
~{r g

JUN 161958 ' all opls (O /,,J

COMM:FiN ‘

Lo Vele Foam
R LA P B -,

ARy

. yMaiL room (¥

Fnclosures (4) (K1, 3 Lab report)

1 -~ Weshington Pield Enclosure (Lab report)
1 - Los Angeles Enclosure (Lab report)

. 9. s4483"
AR UUR IR MR o .. :
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ol LARDBETLEY la,

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
‘ WASHINGTON, D. C.

T PRI, Atlente il

Re: opei I JAMES RIGGINE :
ART LIXKLETIER-VIC?IM
VICE F:E.IDENT “ICHARD M.

NIXOH=VICTIM
SFNATOR PUEEMAN 7ALYADQE-VILTI
EXTORTION

Specimens racoived (,/9/5'8

K1 Four =:e8tg of r<ls4¢ seper
BENLIE JANMES RIOGING,

liesults of bExamlpatiwn: ,

It was guncluded that i1 ttwpggh iy W'ﬁ;’grepﬂ‘ﬁ-
by BENNIE JAMES RIGGING, whose known h&ndwriiing spgei-en:
are designated above as Kl. .

Kl is returnad horewith. Photographs ax-‘i_\;re b g e -

Tl

Eamriman
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Oﬁice Memomnd%m « UNITED STATES GO\}ERN'MENT

-* .

f’ ¢ TInFCTUR, FEL DATE:  &/5/56

: L ATTENTION: FDI LALCRATORY

- FsoM~s f HAC, ATLANTA (9-1299) g A
;o ' e e e

‘ Qcns e 80989
f; sepjEcT:  BENNIF, JAMES RIGGINS; B i HEE RTINS

: ART EIMKLETTER - VICTIM , = % . 0l ol - s

g VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON - VICTIM

& SENATOR HERVA! TALMADGE - VICTIM:® .

? EXTORT ION DT TR

3 R e ¢ TH R

Re Atlanta alirtel to the Bupeau"dated 5/22/58:  ;

ERyE v g

sncloscd herewith are four pages of handwriting -
specimens of subject BEMMIE JAMES RIGGINS. ik F e

. : A

) B . . ., \‘;;r‘z’ A
The Laboratory is requested to compare enclosed - - P

nandwriting specimens with handwriting found on extortion = i
lottom. BT g\ﬁ
o !

Following completion of the examination, the
‘sboratory is requested to forward results of the comparison
‘e the Atlanta and Los Angeles Offices. The Laboratory may
t .sipe to retain the handwriting speclimens enclosed. i B

LN A& CTALAELNY nelal - Lis:
PPy g resiiiaigio i~ Ay

i .S

E&Kk)f |

'{;gQ’EuyciAjsqé%ua 8 §7n,- ';;9/44"{ Y ‘_;

@-— Bureau (Encls. L{)C’QMB ,
1 - Washincton Ficld Cffice T, e
1 - Los Angeles- : 4 ;
1~ stlanta (9-1299) Qj?sx

JPGIRhe s .
ke '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet LAB FILF GPTNFD. ..
TRRNNIE JANSS RIVILISS File # 94341483 - f{
ART LINKLETTER=VICTIN Lab. # 1 280989 ©nJ

VICE PR/ SIDENT RICUARD NI MIXOW-VISTIM
STNATOR HERMAT TALMAD G T-VICTIM
EXPORDTION ‘

Zxamination requested by: PRI, leza(fj-'l?.??)*l»ﬂtter 6/5/58
Date received: 6/9/58

Zxamination requested:

Document
) be
Result of Examination: : ; ! Examination by: ;bfo;c'>
1 .
7\ :
Lo\ :
!
con 7o Specimens submitted for examination ‘

SPECIMEN CHECI’:# AMOUNT  DATE PAYABLE TO  SIGNED BY BANK

Kl Four sheete of ruled pmp er bearing lmown handwriting of
BFANIE JAMES RIGGING

i
Ll

o i et s om0
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1=ANDARD FORM MO, 64 (-1
(9-22-04

Oﬂice M,emomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

g

. a9« B
e "N?.«SACO - /(ltxv"':‘ (Your file (‘7) - /27 ]/) pate: / -/ ST S5 4

‘{@"

TROM

;UBJhCT

!ﬁ/ﬁ ALl Lo ,7’)'"“ >/ /“27 f—j,cw‘» §

’g/'f '
/
&.,?

Director, FBI (Bufile and serial (Lf - 3¢y ?.37

Lt 7, i 11T Ay

Wfi‘ffiszfﬁ;xmw« s - T Ottice of Origin:.
fﬁf deaé‘lineﬁn«yhié %aszzmi’s‘“)passed and the Bureau has not
received a report. You are instructed to submit a report
immediately. In the event a report has been submitOf},
should make a notation of the date on which it was
on this letter and return it to the Bureau, Room No

Report submitted . M e

Report will be submitted

Reason for delay

5 ,.,r.%l__’...’..,u.-.t‘n%z.

277 ()}~ 'Advise Bureau re status of this case. & 3"{ 4 83

< 0

4. ()

Advise Bureau when report may be expected.

Surep immediately.

{Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. Note on the
top serial in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this com-

munication.)

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 19%6—O-377906




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

l Investigative Period

Sy e Offico of Origin Date

Repomiey Sfice 3
s | 4 B v ey . B g, ERa. s S i
I g H , & / 4 D SV e o SO o . )
Chd i R TS DR R ! R R ,‘_(JJ_J(_): (, .
Report mado by Typed =S¢

s '.:' "\bE

: i _L: UUHES 1(.: II\YS, CHARACTER OF CASE
: C 0 LINKLETTER - VICTIM;

’ PRESTIDENT RICHARD N, HIXON -
LA

TOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM

AN

EXTORTION

sending letters to Victims

j;c; in signed statements admitted
CLETTER, NIXON, and TALMADGE demanding $700 from LINKLATTER,
: 5] from NIXON, and $200 from TALMADGE, and Lhreatch, SO v
/ s killed In thelr failure To pay. Subject, 185 years of asne,
-isaed that he gomp]etcd Tth Grade, and that aboutlt 7iva jears
: spital at Milledgeviile,Georgla.,

.2 oie was commitited to State Ho
. leeb was arrested by Sherif'f's Office, Pike Count -, deorgla,
released from Pllie County Jail May 21, 1992, on :500 bond on
soo of writing thircatening letter. Subject was commlitted to

> Hospital, Milledgeville, Georsia, August 7, 1953, where
N o "ond1L¢on was diagnosed as “mental defilcilency wibth psychotic
-8 ~uretion” AUSA, Atlanta, declines prosccution, PRans i

_UCATLS

Trvestization in this matter is premxca ted upon reccipt oI 0L e
sommunication from Los Angeles to the Director dated Moy I, .
ﬂi;:ﬂ nricih conmunication r”“lectud that BENNIE JAMES RIGGIIS o
: 1/ i i G,
:;;r.\:v‘ Sx;zdcu}lm?gznt Do not write in spaces below .

B o _\1\‘“:( J Fd ; » -, /
S e o S '/ ! J M S s

7 Xuresu (9-30483) ‘ / | REC-1 ..

“28n, htlante |

o“)iubelc" (Info.) (9-2142) (1-U4A, Los Angeles) -

Ailnnta (9-1299) i | |
,“zﬂ i ,gp,wwﬂ Coa S - ’LT}:‘ C)

ilep | T

T w—

5O A6 10 1953 '
QD

to“Be distributed outside the agency lw W"hh "N“

: h.»;an{ of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and nol!h@! nor fia c@pn{
%t u. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1958 0—844750

r'w'



direc?t ed partially ;ncoherent nandwritten air mail Vetterflfﬁ
postmarked Molena, Georgia, May 12, 1953, to.victim, CBS,
iollywood, California, which is ‘as follozs. .

AR

"I am a gang leader ané I have 15 boys 4n 5y, Gang,

4 ape in California State, If you dor‘ do what rou azre told
you will wish you had. The pultop r FBI or anr other 1aw
won't Help: If you don't senit H700 i“l“ e I :niﬁ your
boy ROBERT or J‘Un will be murdeoved, as . U sond me money
E};'((/O this data 737 an 19 or 20 wo 14 ny Loys t0 1iv=
as well as youriel' san oasih ap eheok ) ‘“ t"~ks¢ bills,. It
up Lo you., Cond menon O eboeiote ey, BRINAE COMES ?IQG N3:

molena, Geor i, ol e Monsbro e
Ap unfired. .22 caddiv bu 23 oncsorad In uﬂ.
letber, In lebter, subjest woters Fo nell as Lo vRaD c‘ :
boy,  Lettsr handled by LEV\IhTTER \mu Yo wiho. opens I q
|l‘.l,l_ I 11“'1 FTN R (A\'Jal"e CEon k bfl“ﬁa }-’,35 ,'
Lur threat;s as belisves _?diu@?»ﬂ?? 3 *, el
[ngianc_letior

Moy 16, 71957, by

ROBERD LINKLATTIR

‘AﬁO..»f e
Height: - 510"t
Weight i 1407 1bs.:
Hair: “we-. . . Black -
: "‘ye" : i Brown

g-. G

Llnqmﬂ‘a'

- He lght

ﬂ;hel ht )

" Hadir: - .- Brown
'Eyes: for Bluc

ART LINAL* DTSR 16 described as:

Age: 7 . “4‘

Height: S L o
“Welght: 160

Ha - .3LLFhu Bronn




Autorney R&BLRL‘
des chd lnqu1rv Lo ostablluh age anu mental CunCib”
cb before mal in prosecutive deels ion. ‘
The: Lou Angeleu - Office ropo r‘ed that the 1etter
mddfessed to LINKLETTER was being xo 'a"dédALp,uhgiBureau.‘
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P TANDARD FORM . 64

‘Oﬁicc’ A/ic’i%i"(ﬁl[z%ﬁz « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

T0

FROM

SUBJECT:

SAC, ATLANTA (9-1299) paTE:  7/18/58

: b6
SA Dictated: 7/15/58 b7C

BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS;

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM;

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N, NIXON - VICTIM;
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM
EXTORTION

On May 22, 1958, BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS was located in
Molena, Georgla, and executed the following signed
gtatement, the original of which is maintained in the
files of the Atlanta Office: ‘

"Molena, Ga,
May 22, 1958

"I, BENNIE JliM.E‘S_BIG.GlNS_a‘JJL&I{:he following voluntary
statement to who has told me he is

a Speclal Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigatilon, ,
I know I do not have to make this statement and that it o
can be used against me in a court of law. No threats or
promises have been made or given to me to make this

statement, I have been told I can have a lawyer,

"I am 18 years old and can read and write.

"I had been looking for work around Molena, Ga. and
work was hard to find., I felt thd if I had $200.00
or $300.00 I could go to Florida and get a job there.
I felt I could get the money from some rilch persons
and I sat down and wrote a letter to ART LINKLETTER,
I wrote that I wanted $700,00, and that if he didn't
send me the money, I would murder hils sons. I also
sent along a ,22 caliber bullet in the letter. I
placed the letter in the mall box outslde my home, and
the letter was picked up by the rural carrler about a
week or two weeks ago.

"I am not a gang leader, and I don't belong to any
gang. I had no intentlons of harming or killing
ART LINKLETTER or any member of hils family., I have

JPG:rjb




AT 9-1299

read above statement and I_ has Been Read to me and every
word of 1t is true. ; :

"/s/ BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS

"Witness: 3 : | s

£ e L
S R g St i

~i'~ % CORAY AR A

ot % S AR SR ]

25

i

Special Agenﬁ, F.B.I., Atlanta, Ga."

e S LT T I 5
LRI o

The following is a copy of the secopd signed
statement executed by RIGGINS with respect tb Vice
President NIXON, the original of which statement is
incorporated as an exhlbit in the files of this office:

"Molena, Ga.
May 23, 1958

S "I, BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS e the following
voluntary statement to whe has told
me he is a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of In-

vestigation, I know I do not have to make this statement
and that it can be used against me in a court of law, No
threats or promises have been made or given to me to make
this statement. I have been told I can have a lawyer,

"I am 18 years old and can read and write.

"About a week ago I wrote a letter to Vice President i
NIXON. In the letter, I wrote that i he didn't send me $200.00 a5
by a certain date, which I don't remember, that I would send 'yl
some of my gang to kill him., I signed my name to the letter §g
and also put my address on tche letter, /

"After finlshing the letter, sealing it and placing
a stamp on the eavelop , I placed the letter in the mail box
outside my home, and the letter was picked up by the rural
carrier,

"I had not nor have any intentions of killing or
harming Vice President NIXON or any member of his family.
I do not have any gang nor am I a member of any gang, I

CpaY e |
4 TANAL \(v“' ) )




AT 9-1299

have Read the above Statement and I has Been Read %o me and
every ~word of 1t 1s True.

i ) - "/s/ BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS

"Witness:

Special Agent, F.B.I., Atlantsz, Ga.” ..

RIGARINS executed a signed statement with respect
to a letter sent to Senator TALMADGE, and the following is L
a copy of that statement, original of which is maintained in b6
the flles of the Atlanta Office: ' b7C

"Molena, Ga.
May 22, 1958

= "I, BENNIE JAMES RYGGINS, give the following

voluntary statement %ol | wno nas told
me he 1s a Special Agen® of The Federal Dureau of In-
vestigation, I xnow I do not have this

statement, and that it can be used against me in a court
of law, DNo threats or promises have been made or glven
to me to make this statement, I have been told I can
have a lawyer.

"I am 18 years old and can read and wrilte,

"About a week ago, I wrote a letter to Senator
TALMADGE of Ga., In the letter, I wrote thav I wanted
$200.00 and that if he didn't send it to me by the 1Tth
or 18th of May, that I would send some of my gang up to B
Washington to kill him. S e

"I repeated that statement several times in the
letter, I placed a stamp on the envelope enclosing the
letter; phced the envelope and letter in the mail box
outside my home and the letter was picked up by the rural
carrier, I had nor rave no intentious of killing or
harming Senator TALMADGE in any way. I am not a member
of any gang nor do I have any gang.
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AT 9-1299

"Witness:

Gt g it

"I have Read the above statement and 1t _as Been
Read to me and every word of 1t 18 true_

"/s/ BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS

Special Agent, F,B.I., Atlanta,@a.”

Addltionally RIGGINS furnlshed four pages of hand-
writing specimens,

The following is a description of the subject as.
obtained by obserwvtion and Iinterview:

Name:
Address:
Race:
Sex:
Age:
Born:
Height:

Weight:

Byes:

Haip:
Complexion:
Build:

Marital Status:
Education:
Father:

Mother:
Brother:

Brother:

Slster:
Military. Service:
Occupation:

BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS -
Route 2, Molena, Ga. e
White o
Male

18

Molsna, Ca., November 15, 1939
516

130 lbs,

Brown

Red

Failr, freckles

Small

Single

Completed 7th Grade

WALTER S, RIGGINS, 014 Agc Home,
Flovilla, Georgla,

LULA MAE GIBSON. deceased

None ‘
Unemployed; he advised he has never
worked, but has helped around home
and farm,




aunts
with whom RIGGINS resides on

Route 2, Molena, Georgla, for
past six years, Prior to %iis,
subject advised that he was in
Orphans Home from age 4 to 11

years of age at Hapeville, Ga,.

o Kenical Condition:Subject advised l‘f[Lha.s_dla.b.e_th
et and 1s treated by

, [;::] at Zebulon, Georgia

... Characterlstilcs: as speech Aimpediment mental
R A o conditlion; Subject advised that
AT P S he was in State Hospital,

cnorap v i» - Mllledgeville, Georgia, about
R R T . five years ago for "high temper".

Subject advised that he was

.. . arrested May 16, 1958,

'*L;i;;; - Sheriff's Office, Zebulon, Georgla,
S for writing threatening letter to

-Senator TALMADGE, and was released

from the Plke County, Georpgia Jail,

May 21, 1958, on bond.

Subject advised that he has

never registered for the drart




~Pike County, Geoprgia, on a charge of writing a threatening

Lt

S ‘~,w0n Mav zﬁ,,lga%, uaﬂviSGd;tLa
nas treated “1hd‘cc in the pastc and that subJect-is "no
pent - sound” and i3 "now \vuponumq#v'fO? his-a Vaigns
added that he,had had no rzcent coatact witn., the
but that the subject has diahetes incipidu\‘anu may
ha Je a tumor of the piliuitary g’nf o '

- COn May .22, 1990, ] lor
SHeriff J. AS TOR RIG uI&u, Pilke Countyy G Lo, advis=zd that
B“HWIV JAMES RIGGINS wos arrcsted by the sherif?’,

V)
for writing a Threatening letter to Senator TELMADGE, andjv
viiat nc was relcased ¢ n.@ﬁOO bond on May 21, 1958. 3
On the same ﬂf}’y, Sheprifl J. "}.omO:‘L HIGOING advi sed
that. the subject would be iried in che Superior Court of

letter and that the punisihment for Lhat crimc is f-,wq_to,,lr
Tive year sen uoncL. : o

ATiMOLENA, ORGLh*

" g

On Hay 22, 9 ? loube 2, " -
advised that che i1s an aunt of tine subjdet and that the
subject has ocen pesiding with her for several years.

She stated that the subject 1s emotionally dls»urbnd and
has COP”GH;L :1 diabetes. She described subjoel as belng
2 ""nood hoy" who has bean a great decl of help aroqnd Ll
hou;g. She added that ghe has no information as Lo ala

wrlting ‘extortion letiers.

‘Wauhinﬁton Fleld Officc letber to Diroctor dated
May 20, 1958, reported that. SA. DONILD ., WALTER contactoed
Scxator HLRMAN TALMADGE of Georﬂia on the mornlng of .
May 26, 1958 and obtalned Ffrom hlm 1etters dated Aprll
1953, May 10, 1953, and May 15, 19%8, addressed to Senatow
TALMADGL from -BENNIE JAMES RIGGINU, whoue addres s 18 shown
as Molcnw, GLOP&L&. oo T S ‘ o

«




AT Q=150

Accompanjinv uhe tnreu aDOV 1etucr~ from’ RIGGIN
was a gopy of a letter fron. Sc nator TALMADG to Lhe'°hnrxf1
of Pike County, Geo“gia, whevein the Senator advised the :
shepiff of having recelved handwritten letter from the subgnct
and drawing it to the sheriffts attention. The uChdLOP'
latber was dated May 13, 1982

adviced that she and the .
following persons nad personallw hapdled The Jetters from
WUGGINS to the Senator,

HERMALT TLLMADGE, ALl

of the above persons ¢ ‘_‘ ice. staff of. -+
3enator TALMADGM. - o

The above documents were delivered to SA GECRGE
DINGLE of the FBL Laboratory the morning of May 206, 1958.

Los Angeles letter to Diractor dated May 27,

195 utatad'thao information concerpning Subject PIGCIHS
was di ussed with Assistant U, u."?*tornﬁ" ROBERT D, -
MORMDAIMR)‘LO Angeles, on May 26, 1958,

R Assistant HORNBAKER declined prosecuvion in favor
of prosecutive decision. of U, 5.’“tLQrﬂéy, Atlantay . inasmuch
as all letters originzted within Georgla Judicial District.

: ‘Bureau letter to Atlanta dated May 22, 1553
reflected that Mr. ROBERT J. BCUCK, Special ifgent in
uharfc, P}ULqule Researeh Scc tion, United States Secret
Service, White llouse, Washington, D. C., on Hay 20, 1955,
udVL““G bvwcau's liaison wcprcueut“t*ve chat h"y were ind
oscession of the letter writben by subjecl To Vige Pro ldent
.I {CH, M, BOUCK stated Secret SL”VLC“ desired to ‘retain
thiie letter in vicew ol The threat to Vice FPracident NIXON.
v, BOUCK advised that this letter would be made available
to the Bureau if such was neeued ln Lany:pending prosecublon
'agalnSt the .subject, - . oend g L S chp
g« The i011OW¢nL arc Laboratory rcport°
May 29, 195u, may 29, 1953, and June 1 19)).




FEDERAL BUREﬁU OP INVELTIGATION
¥ Washlngton 25, D. C
REPORT 4
‘ OF THE : ;
LATENT ‘FINGERPRINT bECTlON
Identificatlon Division

YOUR FILE NO,
FBI FILE NO, ;
LATENT CASE NO, 15633

TO: SAC, ATLANTA

BENNIE JAMES: RIGGINS i
ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM |

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON - VICTIM
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIH =
(TORTION |

Reference: Letter URO datad 5/26,/59

Zxamination Requested By: RO y ' ’ i

Specimens: . . Two en"elomo“‘and accompanyin" 1etter Ol through =3
Carbon

o
..'_.\

No ldt“nb impressions developed on specimens
nrOubﬂ ﬁo ’ Cy PR TR .

Ql through ¢6 and Lhe carbon copy Of Wetnc
datcd /l 5 belng forwarded with copies of tnis rcport
to WFO, ‘ . _ LA T




i s -

B e Y X S

. VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD i, nzxon
VICTIMG v |

Specih s recelved 'ron yBI,'wuud*n uon'*ifl

AT 9-1299

- FBI, ATLANTA
BENNLE JAMES RIGGIHS ;

REP ORT
~of the

B B. I
LABORATORY

,FEDDRIL BURAAU OF INV c‘'I‘IG—A’.’IL‘IOI‘J
<y WASHINGTON, D C.

ART LINELETTRR - vIC I.L, s (o IR
Ew“ ’ﬂwm *\!J

SENATOR HERMAL ““ALiiDeE - ifmm-.z‘
[XPORTION e

-t

& ‘s
dnvelope bearing handwritien acdibos “Seﬁ
Talmadge Stv*" Ca tl‘leaS“‘n“ on D C.,"
"MOLENA GA. G 1067 poMJY : : v
AnvclOpﬂ bn'"' T henduribbon addrcss “Senx,;L Herman'

Pzlmadre Sta ptiul Washington D C.," pcvﬁmarked

"MOLENA GA, MAY IIGs58  poMLY o
Oné-page handwisten letbew dabted 4/5/53; b SiF Rt
"Hello Senato: Tilmadass 1 am s 57 ve ending 03 -
reverse side M., 00 8Ch  Ehine VLry GO LGQEJJ’
Bennie James Iijipins Molens 6o ." ‘ :
One-page nandwirlilon lotiep dated - /1//;"; "ﬁ‘ﬂ 1“&
"Hello o“ﬂ ator Malmadege I em a youne. ..t ending on
reverse slde "...oub of danger.” '
Picce of paper h,uLih& hinduridtten lebter dated |
5/10/5%, besinning "Hello Sengtor T;]madge I ama
young..." ending '...urmv narine cry . "
‘One-page handwrltion 'h‘btcr’ dated ff l /J,, oemnnlnr
"Hello Senator Talmadge I wrote hers a week...ﬂ
ending on reverse side "...this a eruus ' cnnlc;James |
Rlggins Molena Ga Rfe.! = = ‘i '

—
e
bt
o
.
L 3

b

ALSO SUBMITTED: Carbon’ copy of letter dated 5/1 3/)8

Page 1. N co - Continud next page

"Honorable J. Astor Rimping h@riff of
Plle County, 4cbulon, Geopsin

12 -

344 @s

—




oy

Results of Examinatlon'

al throush o6 were COHpaPEd witq she aporopriato
qucvlonu of the Pnonjnoug Letter File without effecting an
..;qenthlca slon,

g

DT T
<t .

CLl throuzhi 2 do not contain any watermariis or
‘other dentlivinb characteristics which would agsist in

(S N
determinlnb the uouv°os of the envelopes and papér. ..°

‘You will be separately advised res xding the

results of the latent Fingerprint cxamination, You . S R
viill be advised of the dis sposition o’ the evidenae in

R (f

fingerprint report, 'hotographu are rntain 2 1 the file
of the Buraau.< 51

ha




“«7

AT 9-1299

R TP

- F B“I '
'LABORATORY

aFEDERAL JURuAU OF INVmSTIGATIONf?
: "WASHINGTON, D.. C. =

Datc-'fﬂ, it
3 , FBI File No. 9- 3&4
BLNNIL JAMES RIGGIPS 3 Ldb No, = D-2302 ”9 Do
“ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM -5 Y Ve ety e BB
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON ‘
VICTINM; . | ﬁlﬁT
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VIQTIM;Q"
-BEXTORTION SRR

Specimens received 5/29/53

Envelooe beaﬂlng handerLten address “Art Liﬂkletter'

CBS Hollywood, ! a‘liornla,” Dovtmarxed "MOLENA  GA. o
MAY 12 1952 -Ph,’ bearing writing ln the upper left-hand.
corner, )

Accompanving one-page handwritten 1°tter bebihﬂing
"Monday May 12, 195%  this is...," ending on revers e

side ”...dgn'L fool areund."

Results

concluded that the nandwri*ino on Q? and uu
=“parud v the writer of upec1men° 01 through 06,
1sly submitied in connection wlth this case,

4,7 ana Od are re urned hercwltn.f Phouo rapns arc

retained.




By detter-dated June'5, 1958, the- Atlarita Diyigion
aorwarded to. the FBI. LaboratorJ four pag res Of hanqmritlng
specimens of Sub ect RIGGINS oy , ST S

r The followuing is a Laborator

port conecer ﬂlh»

nese four pages of henduriting sp cimens Sub ject -
RIGGINS;Q& ted Juno 16, /1958: -




F B I ?
LALORATOhY

,:FEDEHAL BURLAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C S

VICE PRASIDENT lchARD M. e
HIXON - VICTIN T
5 SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM

' - EXTORYION | »

=

Spécime'a rece V“d U/Q/JW'

| :f"«*ﬁu' Kl ‘Four. sheets of ruled nap@r’bearing,
‘ ’ “of BENNI“,JAMES‘RIFGI“S o

v

' : LA ult" of u“".lhation:.- o]

S It was concluded that 01 throuv.uQu‘were
preparud by BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS, whose known hand-
wrlting specimens are de signated abOVL as 11 R

s

[

- v K1 ig returned hercwitii, Photographs are’
~pretained. ] :

FBI, Atlanta .. o Upate: June 16, 1959

o . - _FBI File No. 934483, ;
RENNIE JAMES RIGOINS; . Laby No. o D-2609%9 D1 :
ART LINKLETTER ICTIN N ST s S Sar ; ‘




AT MiLLEDGWiLLE GEO'{GIA

pa o« % Tne Lollowiﬂv investigation
JOIN F. O‘BRI , ‘ 5y

On May 29, 1958, | |
Ii;;edﬂc"*T e State Hospital, Milledgeville, g
Georgla, adviced that rer raﬂoras reflect BENIIM JAMIES
RT GGINS was admltted to the hospital on August 7. 1953 under
pltJW record #37UUS, and was furloughed fPom Lo hospiteal

!

\0
N

[y

¥

-+ With Psychotic Reactil on'.»' ub}cn“‘% condition at the:
ne of Purloush was recorded as uno"O"cf‘” ,
zdvised since MUDJPCC did not return to the norpita after:
being furloughed, he wes discharged Crom }o nocpital one
reer after furlouzh, on Se CUOHOCp 12, 195k,

*._‘-

k

Petition For O nﬂission of Luracy for State of. h
Gegrgia, Filte County, is d aled Au sust 7, 1953, and sicned

oy | _ _ | I

Tre records reflect subject was born Novembe
[

v r 15:
1029, address listed o5 Molena, Geovrsiz, and guardian listed '
as| | aunt. Subj;ct’s hlubOPy Blark *% 5
re=flects subjéct's nother is deceased, and thnt subject has o
o 5th grade educabion, Subject, aft phis motherts death,
wes placed in Georgla Baptist Home por Cﬂllﬂfun, Hapeville
Georiia, from March 20, 1044 to Hay 25, 1951, Subdect has p
father, two brothers, and one sister, nc names shown on the o
record . i %
s o AT ATLANf GEORGIA =y ,1 7 o e
: AR o AR ECws T L +
"-The folloumng investigation was conducted by y

saf

! dn July 14, 1958, the facts of‘tnxu case’ were L
diSﬂu sed with Aualutant U, 8. Lttorney JOHN W, STOKES: L
Mr. STOKES advised that he is declining prosecution-in :
this matter in view oi che state prosecution pending..
aralnct °nbdecu. : ' N BT

Septamber 12, 19053, Subject's diagnosis was "Mental Defi- e




3= ANCAFD FORM NO, 64 . q
.

Oﬁice MG??ZOWMZ&Z%M « UNITED S  _OVERNMENT

- i . Ly , 7 [y SR
0 ¢+ DIREON, DI (9-38433) DATE: 7/21/57

rrOM € ¢, ATLANTA (9-1299)

)
SURJECT:  BENNISE JAMES RIGGINS;
ART LINKLVTTLR VICTIM;
. YICE PRESIDZNT RICHARD N, NIXON -
. VICTIM;
g e SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM'
EXTORTION - R
(ATLANTA : 00) L

Transmitted herewith is report of SA
dated 7/21/5% at Atlanta, Georgia.

REPERENCES :

i ~ Los Angeles alrtels to Bureau dated May lo and 27, 1958

: Atlanta airtel to Director, HMay 2?, 1958;

WFO letter to Bureau dated May 206, 1953;

Bureau lebter to Atlanta dated May 23, 1938, e A
FBI Laboratory reports dated May 29; June 12 ,16, 1958; "
Atlanta letter to Bureau dated June 5, 1959; B R

e WIO letter Lo Atlanta, June 13, 1953.
‘\-.\ . i '.»?;"'TA_-:‘ e
\ﬁﬁu/ LEADS : o :

LOS ANGELES (INF FORMATION)

A copy of this rcport ls being dooirnated Lor Loa
Anpgeles Office inasmuch as prooecutive opinion in
this case was rendered by Assistant U. S. Attorney,

Los Angeles, :
/‘/(j S
"Q;Bureau (anl.:_) 483 , . s

T.Los Angeles (Info.) (9—2142) (Bncl.2)
1-Atlanta i : :

3 R x ‘/'/

Y




‘ The Special Agent In Char e, U, S ’rSecret Service, .
‘xtladtd, Georgla, has been advised by 1etter of the decision ‘
of the U, 8. Attorney in this mattnr o A

,.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Fupcruzg Olce Office of Origin " | Dato Investigative Period
08 AUGELES | ATLAINDPA 7/29/50  |5/16,25,26,27;5/10, 17,2U;
ITLE CF CASE Report made by AYEY Typed By, o
SEHUIE JAMES RIGGILIS; F__ Jmf
GRT LTHKLEPCER - VICTTH e b
TIbq P“HSID T RICHARD W,
LIXOE VICTIH EX'L‘OR’J’.‘ION
Q'“"""OR HERMAN 'l‘ALMADGE -
VICTIM
Syoopair:

Subject directed letter to vietim ART LINKLETTER, May 12, 1958,
chreatening life of vietim and victim's sons unless ¢7OO 1n cash
remitted to subject at Route j#2, lolena, Georgla. Investigation
z¢ [olena, Georgla disclosed 1etuer autuored by subject, an celiguleen
Jsear old boy wao admitted writing instant tureatening letter.
Subject also admitted writing similar letters to Vice President
RICEARD I, NIXOK and senator HERIMAN TALHADGE. Subject former
inmave of Georgia Mental Hospifal and presently suflrering diabetic
condition. Arrested by Pike County Sueriff's Ofi'ice May ?l; 1958
for writing tireateaning letter to 3enator CALMADGE. Prosecution
declined by Assistant United States Attorney, Los Ange]oo in

ravor of ‘prosecutive actiow of United States Attorney, Atlanta,
Georgla. Laboratory handwriting examination confirms subject as
auteor of all letters,

- RUC -

j{‘ipecial Agent

In Charge

-

o JU 7 - ‘, ; )
= Bureau (9—3&483)\y 5>/w~ b%’ﬁ/ifﬁ 5l !ﬁf REG'BQ:
- U3A, LoS Angeles e L
- Atlanta (9-1299)
=i ‘v‘vr ].‘1 O 1o gt : v R AT R SOy Ty

Los Angeles (9-2142)

pe S ﬂOWgt vidﬂwuy




e FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATLON
‘ INTERVIEW REPORT

4
July 29, 1956

Oi May 16, 1958] | to ART LINKLEPTER,

srominent radio and television entertalner, JAnl Reveriy
Boulevard, Los Angeles, California advised sal |
L that a threatening letter uad been recelved in LIWKLEIMER's f{au
-8 nail tuat day. This letter, wilch was uwandwrltten in pencll on

‘ iined notebook paper, was cuclosed in a plaln whilte euvelope and
: sore the address ART LINKLETTER, CBS, liollywood, Caliioriila.

. e {following uotatlon appeared on buc face of tuec eunvelope "if
. “ot dilvery 5 day reburn BEWNIE RIGGINS, Molema, Ga. R #2." Tue

TetteT was dlspatciied by Alr Mail and was postmarked av ifolena,
, P, May 12, 1950. An unfired ,22 caliber bullet was encloged ;
tv Hie lebter, ;

Ga
el
0 oA

L]
4
W

made Ltols letter avallable on May 16, 1958, o
and 1ts zontents are set forta as follows: %
"ghis is very important your boy

"Mounday ‘
May 12, 1958 14{e is in danger no jokes at all

"Dear Art

"I wrote you a few weeks ago I am a young boy elghteen I
nave seen you give large sum of money away o your shiow
people that don't even need 1t as bad as i need it I am a
Gang leader now and mean business thwey are 15 beys in My
Gang tuey are 6 of my boy3 in Californla states if you

dor 't do what your toid you will wish nad wmy boys hang aroun
some ol Liue sciiool Tue police FBI GBI or any obuer laws
won't hielp any 1f you dou't send me $700.00 dollar atv tue
date I sald your hoy ROBERT and JACK willl be murder I seud

like Hew York Chic_pgo ills. Your
you dou't send

&
L

My CGang to a few States
Houseparty sihow some Gang may couc t.ere iv
me the woney $700.00 dollar tuls date

"address BENNIE JALES RIGGINS
Moleua GA R #2
if you want your boy to llve

May 17, or 19 or 20 so if you want your boy to live or woll
or vour self seund cash or check no mark bill know silp up
vour boy life is at stake 1t up to you 1f you want your hOJ
to 1ive we mean business you are gebttlug first and last

catmrview with_l 150 Filo # LA 9-21}42 -
' Date Dietated: T/0 /58

_ANT LINKLETTER
5/16/58 , CBS, Hollywood, Callfiornia

o

S Th iy B g

by Special Agent

Property of FBI - Th ;
_agency to which loaned




L4 9-2142

chance your hoy ROBERT will be shot to deatih as well as
JACK your own life 1s 1n danger dont't you dare call ny
name we are part of the New York Gang Its up to you this
no joke,

"Send the money or chweck for $T700, 00 dollar to this
address

Hr. BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS
Molena Ga R #2

"don't fool around”

prla; ed that Mr. LINKLETTER was aware of .
the letter's contents and was not coucerned about 1ts tureats,

ag e felt thqf i1ta author was a "nut" cf some kind.
According to LIUKLE&TER is not acquainted with
anyone in Molena, Georgla and has never Leard ol or recalls

any proviouu co~rcupouderce pelng recelved Irom anyone
hy the name of RIGGINS described victli ART

LINKLETTER as belng a"e - Toroy-rour, aelgut - (lve feet

ten lncunes, weight - one hundred oixty pounds, halr - ligat
brown, eyes - blue, and complexlon - falr. She described
vietln LINKLETTER's son, ROBERT, as being age - twuelve,
height - flve reet elght inches, welght - one uundred forty
pounds, ntalr -~ dark brow, and eyes - brown. LIUKLETTER's
‘son, JACK, 1s described as age - nineteen, helgint - six feet,
welght - one hundred sixty pounds, nalr - brown, and eyes -
blue,




The contenbs of thils letter were discussed with

oun May 16, 1958 tie Atlauta ofifice was advised by
x riel of tie conteuts of tue tureatening letter recelved by
[T LINKLETTER from subject, aud thav ol'fice was requested to
hakc logulry at Molena, Georgla coucerinlng BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS
30 uu»L thie ‘Assistai:t Unlted States AtGtoruey at Los Angeles

nigut be aavised.

On May 22, 1953 tre Atlanta oflice advised tuat BEHINI
JANES RIGGINS, when interviewed ou May 22, 1958 at Molena,
Jeorgia, admltted in signed statewments dﬁrecting ietters wituin
g cie past two weeks to victims demanding $700 Irom LI“KLETTER,
£ 3200 from NIXO0H, and $200 from TALMADGE. Eacn lettver tureateu
% co iill Tue vietim if ae Called Go pay. RrIGGINS, according
b co the aptlanta information, 1s arn eilguteen year old boy wW..o uag
X completed the seveuth grade, Tive years ago ue was comnitted

ae (supject), is uot mentally sound and nas diapbetes il.cipldus,

The agtlanta Airtel furtuer advised Lihal BEHNIE JAMES
RIGGINS vwas arrested by the Sueriff's 0fflce of Pike County,
Georgla on [ay 21, 1955 for writiig tie threatenlug letter to
Senator HERMAN TALMADGE. RIGENS was released rrom tne Pike
County Jall on May 12, 1958 on $500 bong,

Tie information coaceruing BENIIE JAMES RIGGINS as
ived from tue Atlanta oi'fice was discussed wltil Asslstant
ed JStates Attorney ROBERT D, nORﬂBnKEL,.Soutnern District
" Colifornia, Los Angeles, on [ay 26, 1958. I[ir. LORNBAKER
Cll 1ed prooecutlou of RIGGINS Zor a violation of tue Iederal
=xtortion Statute in favor of any prouccu*ive deciloion witlcu
mignt be made by United States Attorney at Atlanta, Georyla,
inasmuch as the letter to LINKLETTER originated withla tue
Georgia Judicial District and thie subject resides. in vhat

RPN

Cf‘("

0ot "y
[l

(b bt

J

x;./

erritory.. ‘ v _ SR

»
Y6

(\:.. hord AE 6 g . o~y
S 94488 il

» wae

tant. United .States Attorney ROBERT D, (IORNBAKER, Los Angeles,

i3ais
cllfornia on May 16, 1958, who requested tuat an inguiry be
nade at Holena, Goorgia to establisn the age and mental capacity
o BE.“IB uAM ES RIGGI!S, before making a prosecutlve decision.

to tae state Hospiltal, Milledgeville, Georgia for "unigh temper,™
& medlecal doctor wiic treated the subject in the past advised that




i 9-21h2 RNt

“Ou lay 27, 1950 the letter recflgived by victim ART
CIVKLETTER from subject together witu tne envelope contalrlng
~..e same were submitted to the FBI Laugratory for uandwritlug
scmparisons with letters to tue otuer vietims, wilch were belug
submitted for a comparitive examinabion by tue Wasuilngton Field
Sivision. Laboratory, by letter dated June 12, 1955, advised
-.at the handwriting ou the letter addressed to ART LINKLETTER
a5 prepared by the autior of the letters addressed to victlms

"ice Presildent JIXON and. Senator TALMADGE.

§ -
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Ojﬁce Mmz’/mzdzmz « UNITED ST,IES G-O\’ERNMEI‘\YT

DIRECTUR, BT (9=34403) DATE: July 29, 1950

#AC, 1L.OS ANGELES (9-2142)

BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS;

ART LIMKLETTER - VICTIM
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M.,
JIXON - VICTIM

SENATOR LERMAN TALMADGE -~
VICTIHM :
EXTORLION

00: Atlanta

4 Enclosed nerewith is report of SATﬁ -
dated as above at Los Angeles in thie above captloned case.

REFERENCES

Los Angeles Airtel to tue Director, May 16, 1958,
with copy to Atlanta. S
Atlanta Airtel to Liuie Director, dated May 22, 1958,
witii copy to Los Angeles.

Los Angeles Airtel to tue Director, dated Hay 27,
1955, witi coples ror Atlanta and Wasiington Fleld .
Office. ' L e

oL s e

“1..- Bureau (Encl. -1}~
2 - Atlanta (Encls. -2) (9-
1 - WFO (Encl. -1) <
1 - Los Angeles

JHC : Jmf

(5)
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IUNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Parsons e oo
Belmont
o Callohan __
Memorandum 5 —
4 y - . ¥] ane ..
e By ik e B McGuire
i " 2 iy b Rosen -
TO : JOHN J. McGUIRE Tamm .
; Trotter .
- W.C. Sullivan ..
o _/f\) O/ Tele. Roor:
. 5 J Ingram
FROM : QUINN 'I!ANédJ\// j}/ Gandy
f sl

/ b
‘ i) e .
SUBJECT: [Jennie vYrmes RLgyins;

Art Linkletter, victim; Vice President #ichard W,
Nizon, victim, Senator dermen Talmadge, victim
srtortion

9-34483

There 1s enclosed the file which has been maintained in the
laboratory in connection with the above~captioned matter. It 1s desired
+hat this file be maintalned as an enclosure behind the main file in the
Records Branch.

Enclosure

PN ATTPACHED

N P éﬁ
v oo ASURE

o1 APR 27 1960
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Recorded FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
5/28/58 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
pPCC , ‘ NO LAB FILE
Laboratory Work Sheet T
LATENT
Re: BENNTE TAMES RIGGINS : ey T 3 HHES
ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM Lab. # D-279896 DJ

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N NIXON - VICTIM;
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE -~ VICTIM
EXTORT ION

Dy aaed \f ‘J((l '
Examination requested by: FBI, Washington Field Office Letter 5/26/5%8

Examination requested: ~ Document - Fingerprint Date recelved: 5/26/58
, (Personally delivexod)/
Result of Examination: _‘ Examingtion by: |
: }W'f‘;_,; o) /1;/( ’,’/ Y 57{""& /‘: "‘5(‘/ ZZ\CL GEC4
i /1, L( s !

Py, JQJ ;/ )lr, _,;Vtﬁc,z//c f)\\ﬁ]:_.
’:f 2 /
/é( j/_ /ZL /‘

A \i/yﬁyﬁ\,,—
/57‘3/ 5?

/"——-‘

¥ 34489
Specimens submitted for examination TeF ok

Ql Envelope bearing handwritten address '"Senator Herman Tamadgy
State Captial Washington D C.," postmarked
"MOLENA GA. MAY 9 1958 EHMX D.M." bR e, g R R e
Q2 Envelope bearing handwritten address ''Senator Lerman
Talmadge State Captial Washington D C.,” postmarked
MOLENA GA., MAY 14 1958 P.M." . .-+ . . . - =g . (

Q3 One-page handwritten letter dated 4/5/58, beginning
"Hello Senator Talmadage I am a white..." ending on
reverse side ''...do something very soon Address o
Bennie James Riggins Molena Ga." TR VIS S e iHEAAN

Q4 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/}10/58, beginning
"Hello Senator Talmadge 1 am a young...' ending on
reverse side "...out of danger." :

Q5 Piece of paper bearing handwritten letter dated 5/10/38,
beginning "Hello Senator Talmadge I am a young...'" ending
"...2rmy marine crop." N .

N %

Q6 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/15/58, beginning

"Hello Senstor Talmadge I wrote here a week...'" ending /. 5477
on reverse side '"...this address Bennie James Riggins,

’

/
b6
b7C

<,

4 oj‘tc‘fi & :?’( e J /4\6 "d/‘ \A’> "'K‘:{:.

R



&
i

2T

hamlar







ALSO SUBMITTED: Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58, to
'"Honorable J. Astor Riggins Skmxx Sheriff of
Pike County Zebulon, Georgia."

. A o K s I e A
f"\"(’,‘:"- ((/’(‘ PR S »-/;‘J /ﬁ g (_,://i" ol "f- [_L Vo de /!’ 6'” 4

~

.

D-279896 DJ
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Recorded FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
5/28/58 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

PCC
Laboratory Work Sheet NO LAB FILE

LATENT 3
Re: BENNTE JAMES RIGGINS; Fis s 9= 34453

ART LINEL&TTER - VICTIN; Lab. # 'pD.279896 DJ
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N, NIXON - VICTIM;

BENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM

EXTORTION

Exomivabisnsquested by:  pgy Waphington Field Office Letter 5/26/58

Examination requested: Document ~ ?iuxerprint D;: receivgd; 5/26/56 g
rEons ‘ 5
Result of Examination: Examination%ﬁvﬂd)
. _:;‘L,) ’
; .jx

;
- _; . ; «:;-ytﬁ?»ya,vn-w—- . ;v .‘[ ‘\5 /:_ ;' ;,;.. . ,"-‘, .
Z‘P ot &)éfﬁhiiwg'mmiﬁ’ R AR

: 1
Specimens submitted for examination

S Q1 Euvelope bearinp handwyisten addrass “"Senator Herman Tamadge
¢ kmmEpgun State Captia) deahilogton B €., pootmarkod
"HOLEKA GA, MAY O (040 WHY Dom.
' Q2 Ynvelonn boarlog handurltton nddross "Senater Herman

Tailmpdye Stote Continl Weshinugtou D €., postmarked

MOLENS  GA,  pay HEN LRSS S

03 One~page hanawrilice ~olter dated 4/5/58, beginniag
"Mella Sengfng Ta{n&ﬁ:gm bama whito,..” ending on
reverse cide ,..é0 seasibing very soon  Address

Bennle James Pigoins Holeaa Ga, " s AR e S
G A -
Q4 One-page hoodyvitton lettos deted 5/30/58, beglaniag
"Hello Senntor Talnadee Y ppm oo Joung..." eunding on
Yeaverse aide L. out of dangor,

o
.
4
i

Q% Pisce of papeyr Boaring handweilion lotioy dated 5/10/58,
begianuing *lello Senator Tainmadge 7 om o young,.." ending
. ' Yooy merius erep,
1 Enet,
Q6 One-page handwritton lotter dated 5/i5/58, beginning
) "Hello Senntor Talmadge I wroto horo & wook,,.” eading
ND RPT. on roverwe side “...this &ddress Bennie Junes Rigging
A A/Molena Ga W3, " age 1 ' ... Continued

Eai




ALSO SUBMITTRD: Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58, to .

‘Honorable J. Astor Riggins Skmxx Sheriff of
Pike County Zebulon, Georgilsa.™




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

recorded 6/6/58

§ ebk Laboratory Work Sheet IAS FllEeeeo

g Re: SENNIR JAMYS WIGGINS; File # |

5 AT LINKLETYER - VICTIM; Lab. # . D=-280279 DJ

i ¥foe Presidont RICEARD NIXON - VICTIM; g !

v Senator HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM

RXTORTION

} Sy , Los Anpoles (9-2142) 5/27/58 !

; Examination requested: Documnent; Date received: !/29/58

, Result of Examination: Examination by: Eigc

’ ' ]
Specimens submitted for exumination/ S iy i
Ly
&
¢ ‘}

%) 5 Envelope bearing handwritton address "Art Linkletter
CBS Hollywood, cglLfornia," poatmarked "MOLENWA GA.
MAY 12 1958 Fi," vearing writine in upper left-hand oornrer.

Q8 Accompanying one~page handwritten Lletter begianing
"Monday May 12, 1954 this if.ene," ending on reverse pide

t

‘....dom't iogl around,’

Y

it

;9 | 4/{83

i

35
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

recorded 6/6/58

i, Laboratory Work Sheet TR
bbl. aporator or ee M’ .o

Re: BENNIE JAMES RICCING; File # & =3 4483

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; Lab. # D-280279 DJ

Vice President RICHARD NIXON -~ VICTIHM;
Senator HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM
EXTORTION

Examination requested by:  FBI, Los Angeles (9=-2142) 5/27/58

Examination requested: Document Date received: g/29/5. ¢
b6

Result of Examination: Exar}isnction by: b7C |
J— / / —
St Her V-9 > Her D ¢ -

- L G

—7 - N P Gttt o
é{{"q‘ i M’d’ " {::;”5 /< -"f"’-’g‘"‘:vw \,{?»Lﬂ *ﬁ'-’»'/f.i-w'g_. V/,."‘ é/é’i/s 8', ‘

et e e S ¥ A ’I'I . A}r : e 'i::

. ’57 i .

%

« e Specimens submitted ior examination

(¥ Envolope bearing handwritten address "art Linkletterp
CBS Hollywood, California," postmarked "MOLENA GA.

MAY 12 1958 PBM," bearing wrlting in upper left-hand corncy.

Q8 Accompanying one~page handwritten letterp beginning

:?Emgay Hay 12, 1950 +this is....," ending on reverse side

esssdon’t fool around."
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Recorded 6/10/56 bp L )

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet I_ABEILEOPENED. .
! ~
Re: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; : File # 9-3)4)483
ART LINKLETTER=-VICTIM : Lab. # D 260989 DJ

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD Nl NIXON=VICTIM
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE-VICTIM
EXTORTION '
Examination requested by: FBI, Atlanta(9=-1299)-Letter 6/5/58

y Examination requested: Document Date received: 6/9/58

Result of Exummctlon ' Examination by: b7C

it e N K =

Specimens subrﬁitted for examination

SPECIMEN CHECK # AMOUNT  DATE PAYABLE TO  SIGNED BY BANK

K1 Four sheets of ruled pg er hearing known handwriting of
BENNIE: JAMES RIGGINS.

o 84482 """
U}f—{pﬂ Ler2e2 /2(“/3’? A
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Cpy 106:

Repont of;
Date:

Ple Numbey, les Abgeles 4eng-

= T oy
o~ 1

Title: ARTHUR GURDOY, LINKLETDE:

Cheracter; FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMER®

Synopaly; ARTHUR GORDON LIN: ETTER, aua 4
a

<£R, ; fKley 2Xecuteg
Persennel Securd oy Quesnicﬂraire {PS3) 1

-4k

1€h kogition as merteyp Or Brapg of 4
S, Ine,, 3an p exc, Calirora“a, whicon 285
was directed to 1 e - Na
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