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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
June 28, 2017

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.
.
|

FOIPA Request No.: 1375793-000
Subject: BUCKLEY, WILLIAM FRANCIS

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 30 pages of previously processed documents
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records
do, or do not, exist.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web
site: https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be
easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

Dbl

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Records Management Division
Enclosure(s)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOJ
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Recommendation that WILLTAM FRANCIS BUCKLEY segment of

the LEBNAP investigation be separated from that case file and a
new 256 file established and assigned to the writer.

Classification:

Details:

This document is classified "SECREBRUL- in—its=-
enptirety unless otherwise marked.

WILLIAM FRANCIS BUCKLEY, Chief of station, U.S. CENTRAL

INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIA), Beirut, Lebanon, was kidnapped in the
vicinity of his residence in West Beirut, Lebanon, on March

16,19

84.

On October 4, 1985, the ISLAMIC JIHAD, an underground

splinter group of HEZBOLLAH, announced that BUCKLEY had been
executed; labeling the action a response to an Israeli military
strike against the PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION (PLO) in
Tunisia. Information secured from various sources, to include
that gleaned from American newspapers, led to certain speculation
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
To: ADIC WMFO From:, WMFO
Re: 256A-WF-1, 02/29/1996 '

that BUCKLEY had been housed and interrogated in Lebanon, Syria
and finally Tehran, Iran, during his captivity. BUCKLEY is
believed to have died of a heart attack in a Tehran hospital
following prolonged torture.

—___________The BUCKRLEY investigation has been subsumed wlthin the
LEBNAP major case file from its inception. The investigation
should be afforded separate case status:

(1) Of the LEBNAP victims, BUCKLEY was the single
individual living in Beirut as a result of a U.S. Government
assignment.

(2)Unlike the other LEBNAP victims and, according to
informed speculation by American newspapers,the BUCKLEY abduction
precipitated an extensive and costly effort by CIA in his behalf.

(The FBI has not been given access to any information
developed as a result of this effort).

(3) To be afforded a proper investigative effort the
BUCKLEY file data must be separated from the administrative
morass that is LEBNAP.

(4) Recently developed information (see LEBNAP for

| suggests the existence of substantial new lead

information.

It is recommended that the BUCKLEY investigation be
separated, administratively, from the LEBNAP case file and
assigned to the writer.
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inwwwDetailsewwwaé) The writer is requesting above cagﬁifffﬁ:ﬂase be

reassigned to This case was originally o End was
inadvertately reassigned to |conducts investigations
regarding Americans involved 1in terrorist activites overseas.

The writer requests this case be reassigned to
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EVENTS LEADING TO OUR CURRENT INTEREST IN THIS INDIVIDUAL.
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(8L

'IS"E ________________________________________________ THE INTERVIEWEE FURNISHED
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CONSTANT COMPANION IS ONE
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TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/
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SECTION TWO OF TWO SECTIONS

CITE: //3920//

SUBJECT: UNSUBS;

TERRORISM; OO:WMFO.

%ﬁwmmww?ggT CONTINUES:

HOSTAGE TAKING -

INTERVIEW BY REPRESENTATIVES OF WMFO.

THE ISSUE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTS DIPLOMATIC

WHO HAS BEEN APPROACHED FOR

INITIATIVE TO HAVE SEVERAL INDICTED FUGITIVES EXTRADITED FROM
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LEBANON TO THE UNITED STATES
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WILL PURSUE THIS ACTION UPON APPROVAL FROM THE

FBI. 1IF SUCCESSFUL, HE WOULD EXPECT REMUNERATION AS OFFERED

BY THE UNITED STATES STATE DEPARTMENT REWARDS PROGRAM.

il

L THE CONTACTING “SPECIAL AGENTS ADVISED| AGAINST

15} TAKING ANY -INDEPENDEN
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PROPOSAL. HE WAS TOLD THAT A FORMAL OPERATIONAL PROPOSAL
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WOULD HAVE TO BE APPROVED BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

PRIOR TO ANY ACTION BEING TAKEN BY HIM OR HIS ASSOCIATES.

)
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1

!
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e | 5T

HE WISHES THE

,\’“(

" RELATIONSHIP TO BE STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

L — - |APPEARS TO BE A WILLING AND CREDIBLE SOURCE OF

INFORMATION. HIS INTEREST IN ASSISTING THE UNITED STATES

|
l GOVERNMENT IN THE NOTED MATTERS IS TO REALIZE FINANCIAL GAIN.

WEFBY VIRTUE OF| HE
HAS LEGITIMATE ACCESS TO COUNTRIES IN WESTERN EUROPE. b1

INFREQUENT CONTACT WITH FBI REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE POSSIBLE.

!gsanowgvga, —————————————————————————————————— ONLY

{8) NO FUTURE MEETING WITH[ | IS SCHEDULED. WMFO WILL
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 03/10/2000

Attn: CTC/HB
sa| |
Washington Field Office

To: Counterterrorism

From: Washington Field Office

NS-12
Contact:

b6
b7C

Approved By: r\ N

Drafted By: |

|
.

case ID #: (X 256A-WF—202676"éapending)

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY;
LEBNAP;

MAJOR CASE 81;
HOSTAGE TAKING-TERRORISM

To advise Sal
of captlone case to SA|

L £ A (¥ Deriv onm
e

Per telephone conversation between writer and SA

captioned case has been assigned to SA De
l | If deemed necessary, SA

- . b7C
[ 1is available for any
discussion in regards to captioned case.

f change of assignment
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DATE D4-08~2014 B J3e000T41/ 0100

(Rev. 08-28-2000)
j FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 07/30/2001
To: OPCA Attn: |
WFO SSA

From: Counterterrorism bé

[ f IU/Room 5438 b7C

Contact: b7E
Approved By:_|
Drafted By: ¥

=
Case ID # 190-6 “'(Pending)
Title: FOIPA REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON
WILLIAM BUCKLEY.
Synopsis: Advises OPCA that investigation on the kidnapping
and murder of William Buckley is a pending case.
Referenca: 07/31/2001 telcall of to IO0S ];SC
Details: This communication izes referenced telcall
wherein IOS advised that WFO investigat_:ion
of the kidnapping and murder of William Buckley is a pending
case. Therefore, OPCA is requested to deny the requestor
information relative to the ongoing investigation.
s o -
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AT WASHINGTON, DC

(U) Read and clear.

Set Lead 2:

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, DC

(U) Read and clear .
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256A-WF-202676
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HEnwiy 18 UNLLASS T IED
Date pd-2=-onid By JEe 85141 JHSITC
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NO 020509, NS

b6
b7C
1
On 09/10/2001, SA |discussed captioned
case with Department of Justice (DOJ) Attorney| |
Attorney informed SA | that the Statute of Limitation :sc
for captioned case have already expired.
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AL THFURMATICH CCHTATHED
. HEBEIN 15 UNCILASEIFIED

LATE D4-25-2014 BY J36J58T41/ NS00

(Rev. 08-28-2000)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 02/28/2002
To: Washington Field
From: Washington Field

NS-12
Contact: SA|

Approved By:

Drafted By:

Case ID #: 256A-WF-EE~202676—ﬁg%%ending Inactive)
Title: WILLIAM BUCKLEY-VICTIM;

KIDNAPING;

IT-LEBANON

Synopsis: To place captioned case in pending inactive status.

Details: On- 09/10/2001, SA discussed captioned
case with Department of Just (DOJ) Attorney

Attorney |informed S that the Statute of Limitation
for captioned case have expired. SAl requested captioned

case be closed on 09/11/2001.

Due to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks,
current laws and regulations have been changed and thus,
affecting the Statute of Limitation on captioned case.

On 02/28/2002, SA contacted Department of Justice
(DOJ) attorney in regards to the new rules and
regulations affecting captioned case.

informed SA that the new rules of charging
subjects 1In captioned case are new "possibilities". also
stated that there are no solid precedence to these rules thus.

finalized by saying that any further legal action would be
a shaky case" and described the BUCKLEY murder as an "Pending"
case".

SA requests placing captioned case in the pending
inactive status. jﬂg/'
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 02/11/2003
Tp{‘ Washington Field
From: Washington Field

NS-12
Contact: SA

Approved By:

Drafted By:

Case ID #: 256A-WF-WF-202676-" |(Closed)
Title: WILLIAM BUCKLEY-VICTIM;
KIDNAPING;
IT-LEBANON

Synopsis: To close captioned case.

Details: On 09/10/2001, sa discussed captioned

case with Department of Jyst (DOJ) Attorney | |
Attorney]| linformed SA | that_the Statute of Limitation
for captioned case have expired. SA requested captioned
case be closed on 09/11/2001.

Due to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks,
current laws and regulations have been changed and thus, possibly
affecting the Statute of Limitation on captioned case.

on 02/28/2002, SA| |contacted Department of
Justice (DOJ) attorney |in regards to the new rules
and regulations affecting captioned case (Patriot Act).

informed SA that the new rules harging
subjects in captioned case are new "possibilities". | also
[jfff:d that there are no solid precedence to these rules thus.

finalized by saying that any further legal action would be
a shaky case" and described the BUCKLEY murder as an "Pending"
case".

On 02/11/2003, sa contacted to query her of
any new possibilities for prosecuting captioned case. stated
that exploring the Patriot Act for captioned case is possible but
captioned case is a weak candidate.

DATE D4-28-2014 BY Jak B5T4l /BTG

b6
b7cC

bé
b7C

bé
b7C




f\p O%OHB\ e \\\\1\’")

)
o N@&\\‘J\k\%
e 3 )3/ 03

. wm——

e

BACK OF PAGE 30




A\Y

To: Washington Field From: Washington Field
Re: 256A-WF-WF-202676, 02/11/2003
b7E
SA requests closing captioned case. b6
b7C
124
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