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SUSJECT

Eh iae ot mfoma:tion '.'m the mreau rﬂes relating to *--—-—'"‘
Dr. Edward M KGorson, now locsted at Edinburg University, Sebtlsnd, -: g =td
Section Chief Lish Whitson reported from London on February 25, last, % .-..:
" that Dr. Corson has written an article concerning the scientific and % “
. philosophical jssues raised by Fuch!s prosecution,vwhich article is t.o oo

“ eppear in th oumal of merican Physics Soclety the first week of ¢ ‘
narch ) i o < e M ‘
b .;q.":-.,@f.":‘!:; e -, RS .' 7 . i h. ; L c,ass'ﬂed by
Eacmm: T SR clus: el Emm )

T llr. Hhitson adviaed that Dr. COrson had informed the Amer:lcan “)
Fibessy in London of his writihng the above article. Mr. Whitson states . I\
the article does not mention the FBI tut relates that Corson orig:mally %

. felt the accusation against Puchs was s:lm.ﬂar to ttotally unfounded “)%

accusation® in the recent cese of Dr. E. U.\Condon in the United Statea. :

Corson's article quotes the text of the telegram sent by him to Fuchs

on February 10, last, at the Bow Street Jail, The telegram advised -

Fuchs that Corson did not believe the accusations made and Corson offered .

his services. Corson allegedly received a reply from Fuchs on the same

date in which Fuchs advised th.era was nothing Corson could da_and tha
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TSR Edwa.rd l[. corson 'was the subject of & Bureau Atogfe Energy
Act - Applicant investigation conducted between the Hates & September = .
- 22, 1947, and October 22, 1947. His father‘,‘ Michak) George Corson, was - -
*eonsidered for custodial detention during 1941 due to hi® Russien back- .
" ground; however, on February 19, 1945, the Sacurity Index card covering
him was cancelled because no information had been develp peggindicatmg
‘ him to be dangerous to the security of this_ ¢ountry. m July ¢ R
until April of !48 Michaél Corson was the subject of an Internal ,Security \
- R investigation which, however, falled to reflect he was engaged in -,
eepionage or active in Communist, Party ‘sctivities, During March 1949,
7" Yalentine George Corson, the son’of’Michael Corson and brother of Edward _:j’*/’ e
-~ M, Corson, was the subject. of a prelininary mquiry in connection with 3
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" "the Loyalty Program. This inquiry was not converted to a full~field .
investigation because no substantlve infornatlmn indicating disleyalty

i was developed, iy e it s kSR e
. P R )

-

Tl e
¢ iRk R

S3E S he Atomie Energy Aot = Applicant investigatiam concerning D,
‘Bdward Michael Corson resulted from his applying for the position of .-
"' nCongultant - Department of Physics and Nucelar Reactor ProjJect™ with f
. _the Brookhaven National Laboratory, Upion, New York. According to hig -~
Personal Security Questionnaire filed in comnectien with this applicabien, .
. Edward Corson was born June 27, 1921 at long Island, New York, the son -
"~ of Michael George Natslie T. Corson, Edward Corson listed ome . . -
~:o... brother, namely V. G. Corson, and stated that his parents and brother.
©." were born in Bussia but were United States citizens., He showed his R
education as Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland, from 1938 .7 :- g4
%0 1943, receiving a Ph. D. Degres, and the Institute for Mvanced study, -
" Princeton, New Jersey, during 1946, He listed his previous employment . - .
'.* . as a research physicist with the Union Carbide and Carbon Compeny, New - “#:iy:
York City, and Oak Ridge, Tennessee, beginning in 1943 and continuing -
as of September, 1947, the date of his completing his questiomnaire. .. iy
Edwerd M, Corson's wife is said to be Mary E. Kuntz, the granddaughter - "
of Peter Kuntz, a miltimillionaire of Dayton, Ohio. (116-3455-1 & 13)

" During the investigation of Edward Corson, a number of his . .
neighbors, acquaintances, and fellow employees spoke favorably of him
and considered him entirely loysl to the United States. It is noted, T
however, that the following infarmation was developed: Charles H, Shaw, :- - s
Professor of Physics, Ohio State University, who was well acquainted = - .=
with Corson, said he had heard him mske statements which led Shaw to - i
believe Corson to be in sympsthy with Russia during the war. However, "' - .
he knew of no subversive elements with which Corson was connected amd . .:. -
did not think him disloysl to the U, S. Government. He remarked that -~ =
Corscn was very careless about his work, took no greal care in his reports = =

" gnd thesis, and, although intelligent and capable, had & tendency to
be unreliable, He declined to recommend him for employment., (16-3455~6) .

Wt d

The files of the Union Carbide and Carbon Company, New York - = %
City, indicate that Edward Corson on December 2, 1944, wrote to Pierre = =
Routsky, in care of the Russien Students Fund, Inc,, New York City, end -
enclosed a check for $100. e 2




« C. Hubbard, Professor ameritus, Johns Hopkins Universit
"~ who aaid ha was very well acquainted with Edward Corson, advised that 1n s
._.‘1937 and 1938 at Corson's request, he corresponded with the Russian “. .. 7
- Students Fund, Inc., New York City, requesting a loan far, Corson for his

P
A
B
P2

-school tuition. A loan of about §500 was received by Corson with the -
" understanding that 4t was to be repaid.. Dr, Hubbard does not know how =
much of the loan Corson has repaid but felt sure he had not repaid the
total amount. Dr, Hubbard said that Biward Corson was radical in his .-
views and & very ontppoken person who says just what he thinks. He

~ remarked that Corson's parents were White Russians who came to the Uniﬁd o

" States during the Bolshevik Revolution to escape from the Commnist %~
oppression in Europe. 'Dr. Hubbard feels Edward Corson is violently = :*
"* opposed to Comminism end socialism. Dr. Hubbard said that Edward Oorson
‘'mas patriotic and loyal to the United States and he highly recommended .

TR e b X
Duril.ng the inveatigation of Mi

) " hin for a posttion of trust in the Pederal Goverment. (116-»34555-3)

I el G G gt
ported that he was born in Kiev, Russia, on December 20, 1886 and entered . ,

the United States at New York City on December 20, 1918. On February 27,
1925, he was naturalized in New York City. FPrior to coming to the Unitad
. Statez he was employed in Rusaia as & research ard plans development -

" instructor. From 1922 to 1926 he was employed at ths Union Carbide e.nd

- Carbon Compeny Research Laboratories. From 192 to approximately 1947 .- .-
he was in business for himself as a consulting engineer for various B

jorn and steel campanies. Since the spring of 1947 he is reported to
have been in i1l health and is supported by his aon, Edward llicha.cl,
Gorson. (65-17035-59) B




“  memt in orgenizing this-country's defense. He claimsd to be a former -

La‘boratoriea, Union Carbide and Carbon Company, Rew York City, advised -

o Under aste of .August 12, 1940, llioha.el ‘Gorson wrote this Buremi’
o.dviaing he wished to becoms a member of the force to help the Govern= :

officer in the Russisn Avmy that fought against the Bolsheviks and said
he hed had experience in handling explosives.. He remarked, "Although ..
by no means a conservative, I &m a sworn enemy of the Communisis and
Nazis and would go to any length in order to destroy them excepting
acting as a stool pigeon. 1hioh nobody should da.re to suggeat to me.*

k n g e e T B T e e e
B gl T T e PR

In 1941, A"ugustis 7. K:lnzel, mr.ie,f l{etsllurgist of tho Researoh

that Michael Corson hes talked both Anarchisn and Commmism in turn, .
due to the faot he was soured on the eapitalistioc system, bub that COrson's b
dislike of the o ltalistic system was secondary to his hatred to die= '
tators in general. Xinzel related that at ome time Michael Corsom ', . | "-:

advanced & plan to the Union Carbide and Carbon Campany whereby a sym= =

Y
PRLYTT o

dicate would be formed to reise $100,000 in turn for which Corson prmnised St
that Hitler, Missolini, a.nd Stalin would all be killed on the same day. o
He also offered an alternate plan in the event the $100,000 could mot, - @ 3
be raised that $25,000 be raised and Corson would eradicate Hitler only,
by dropping on him from an airplane. Xinzel said that Corson oclaims B
to have belonged with the Eeronsky orowd in Russia and to have beem - . . .}

®idoked out" of Russiae. EKinzel remarked that Mrs. Mishael Corson is =

F o

-_ wall educated woman a.nd bad a high social standi.ng 1n Russia. (65-17035-5)

During February 1942 Miohael COrson was :ln cammtmioa.tion nith
Edwin M. Watson, Secretary to President Roosevelt, At that time he
wished an interview with the President to inform him of two propositiors d
which Corson felt would groatly expedite "our victory." At that time o
he wrote, "First of all, I am not a patriotic Americans I am an American i
by adoption only, being a refugee from & Bolshevik Russia., I signed S
a contraot with the U. 8. A. by which I agreed in exchange for the :
privileges of citizenship, to take up arms in the defense of the country,
its constitution and its government, whether I like them or not. XNy
duty I shall fulfil to the bitter end, but this has nothing to do with
my peraona.l feelings." (65—17055-9)

~

. Mr. Eenry c. Kawoold., Direotor of Relearoh. Bez;yllium Cor- T °
poration, Reading, Pennsylvania, reported that on June 21, 1946, Michasel
Corson, with wham Kaweckl worked at the Beryllium Corporation in 1940~

41, visited the Beryllium Corporation and told Eawecki that he had an




gt WL A
i g o « o

-:4des on a process which he wanted to discuss with Beryllium officials,-:

‘Prior to visiting the officials, however, Corson told Kawecki that he ":i
has some "friends® who were interested in building s Beryllium plant-ii?
in Russia and that Corson would pay a fee of $500 or $5,000 to Kawecki . -
for tomplete technical data and drawings for such & plant. Corson. i:i%
~. stated that the United States was constantly sending technical infor- -
" mation to Russia., In fact, entire plants wars being dismantled ‘and
- . sent to Russia. (orson requested that EKaweckl not mention to the .
> PBeryllium Corporation officials his request for the technical infor-
.- . mation, Corson was told by Kaweckl that he was very busy and cowld
" give no definite answer until the epd of July and it was presumed that
", Corson would recontact Kawecicl.' However, he never did. During this ::
. contact, Corson asked if Kaweckl would be interested in going to Russia
" " to assist in the construction of a Beryllium plant, stating thab ar- ...
7" rangements could be made for the trip. Kaweckl asked Gorson why he aid
. not go to Russia, to which Corson replied he would never go to Russia
7. .because he differed with the Russian system on political grounds, .7

65-17035-15, 20) . oy S
SR On October L, 1947, Edward Michael Corson, Michael George 17'
Corson's son, was interviewed and he advised that his father had had @7
no incoms at all since November of 1945 and had been supported by him.
He stated that his father had recently became i1l and he knew thgt ..t
e he had ho connections with any concerns. He remarked that his father
¢ e:- lwas not engaged in any political activity and knew his father to be .. =
T #violently anti-Russian end anti-Red" and detests the Russians and -
P70 7 |hates Communism,* _(65-17035-50)' Lo B e i S T T e

.‘; ' '--:H..; e .;-'Z“ Under date of October 28’ 1947’ Yichael Corson wrote the "
" Purean to set forth his statement relative to his loyalty to this . - -
"' country. He wrote that he sees nothing wrong in the principal of ¢
private incentive but he saw too many capitgliats and their top- SR
servants not to understand that while they may be very shrewd and - -~
skilful, they are not fit morally or intellectually to run the country's . ¥

" - ecomomit machine. He said, however, that he sees no rational substitute :
.
-5 - {:
i v




around and that At the capitaliats are not .fit » the 80° called Ccnp
mnists are certainly unfit and’ are only capable of ruining any covntzfy
they touch, ' Corson pledged his support to the Oonstimtioh of the~

United States and all institutions which it protects,: He vemarked that
he had offerdd twiceto the Govemments of France and Greht Britain -
his servieea ~t.o try and destroy ns.t.:.er .and his 1eaders. (65—17035—52) Z
g The ‘Bureau‘a mestigation ‘of uiehael Gorson a.t thia t:!m

failed to peflect that he was engaged in espionage activitles or
active in the comunmiat Part.y and the Mestigation was cloaed in Ap

) Df 19168!

224 I llarch 191;9 the Burean condncted a preliminary Anquiry
under the loyalty Program relative to Michael George Corson's son,
- Valentine George Corson. This inquiry was initiated because of his’
. father's activities in that he was reportedly opposed to the capital-"::
',\ istic system, At that time Valentine George Corson had received en
"appointment to the position of engineer (sensitive) with the United "
States Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, D. C. The preliminaxy
inquiry developsd no information indicating disloyality on the part -
of Valentine George Corson and the investigation was closed. The -
investigation did show that Valentine corson hed the follow:lng recard -

in New York cit.ys N £

e ey

ety ey 4 sl T v

Pk

A . noted t.hat during t.he ;anest.igation of l!icha.al corson,
the Selective Service file of Valentine Corscn in New York City was .
reviewed which contained & statement from the War Department dated
November 27, 1943, which showed that Valentine G. Corson, ASN 6718201 .
“entered into active service on March 28, 193,, and terminated on Decem= -

ber 12 1936.

r
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e, camu Re Simlar, um Head, Naval mearch maoratory,

*mmgt.m, D. €., in July 1949 advised that he was Valentine Corson's

supervisor at the Navel Research laborstory and he stated that & -5
petition was rscently cireulated among the employees at the’ I.aboratory
who were supervised Ly Corscn and that forty-nina out of a logical--
sixty-two people signed this pstition alleging that Corson had been ™
over-bearing, had a very arrogant attituds toward his- subord:lna.tea, :
had used obscene language in the presence of ladies end in general -
ruined the moralfcf the employees. Mr, Shuler related that the pet.:!.-
tion had been presented to the Director of the Naval Research Labora- .
tory end that a committee had been appointed to hold hearings. It & %
was 8huler's opinign that Corson would not rama.‘!n with the Laboratory

ay hngth,of tine, (121-16578-___5)

. vien of the lack of any ihtermation alloging Dr. Edward

"H. Gofs;m to ‘be involved in the Foocase, it is recommended that becs,use
" of the information already lniown to the Bureau concem:lng him, no ..
inquiry be made of him at. this time, ..
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= L Co On the afternoon or llarch T 1950, ASAG Whelan of New Iork, :
' advised that. the New York Post newspaper carries a story under the haadline

,_'Federal Jury to Scan Fuchs' Contacts Here." The article carries an inter-

"% "' yiew with John 0 )8reunini, foreman of the Federal Grand Jury presently in v mem

“ session in New York City under the guidance of Mr. Thomas J, Donegans, Mre ™ —

Breunini is quoted in the article as saying that the Fuchs cese “unquestion- -

" ably has a New York angle.,* He also states “There seems Lo have been & Hd 3

_ clemped down in 'ﬂaahington" and "W are very mch interested in the Fuchs cage 'él'ff"* =5

3.8 individuala. .. '-'1,.. TS s

T e llr. Whelan advised that according to Hcrma Abrems, reportar for the

Daily He'lrs, the press has been needling Breunini becausé the reporters know -~y ™=

. that he is publicity conscious. Mr. Hhelan advised that he checked with Mre . . .o

- 7" Donegan &8 to whether the Federal Grand Jury had been discussing any angles of the ¥

Fuchs case, Mr., Donegan advised that nothing has come up in his presence in the . ..

Grand Jury concerning the Fuchs cage, although it is possible that the Grand Jury

" may have discussed the matter in exsecutive meeting without informing him, Mre . o3

Donegan advised that he is coming to Washington on Wednesday, March 8, and the L

e .
nasl s {h‘;‘_?._”.__ R :-; E, ‘lﬁ:‘ g“, v:_-‘ci.’ 3’.._,. T B :’f ,_.“_.’.‘f_\

~ Grand Jury is scheduled to meet in executive session on Tharsday, llarch 9e .
{: '?“"ff“"-ff : I requested Ilr. Whelan to keep in touch with Mr. Donegan regardjng '
atv developments in this matter and to keep the Bureau advisod. : 2/ —.-_ B
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ﬁaned at their e ,sn few months. -Andthe s9lVB§ Qu etlie--
9292{ onl~aals al;;1»ia".&§ltadb|Batidne; s¢1,,&#39 el
Q Svidengestifyingthearrestor r} FuchBasbeemvailahlécr}is %e

exactlylve years-But_theBlwasotallowetb investigataton¥Q -

espionageinti 1947andis said £5 haveBeente§xlegnthe FuchscaseF "
lie? leesthan8 year. Y68&Qinats4s&88s?7%L &R FRAIOBES2x &#

“Ens- -&#39;Whind \Mh]Im ® 'the FBI blocked oft from this and similar

cases?2rhatis theunrevealestory behindhe _stor %/ u?tlfyln the &#39 el
y 0 usall. =~

y - &H#39)-,

& aRnuiHS OgjByicC avasiaating

Blast; andvery successfully, at least as early as June, 1943.- Thereis
5! verygoodeasorio suspecthat aneverarger andmoreefficient L

vfasparatus&#ﬁ@ellestabhsh&dheunlteStates Certainhi

j‘;z § S OUINE 3%%%_

57 Americangamiliar  wit CommumstEchnlqueswereat that time,_
2> It aware/othe generabutline of whatgasng on. But it wasimpos-
- sihle. o makéhe truth prevail overthe strongpro-Sovietattitude of
P tﬁ%zz oogevedministratign; _Indeedanyattemptto doso, onthe &$a9; -
“ess&#% or-definite_evidence,_was ~ immediately countered as lisolationist&#39;, or_ , . &
‘&U even as {pro-Nazi. HUMABRVENT®asgreatly daring whenit ventured to
G’ eay, orMarct8, 1944.that: TheAdministrationseemso be the pris-_

f oner of the Communist Party. ~ - <@; 5 ,—~ a 1-
it &#?i? ;And it was not merely the Administration. Hr. Wendell Willkie,

5 Qﬁepublloamandldatetor President in 1940, rmade hurried trip to .h;<
__1_' s _Russiain the sumnerof 1942 and on his return told all, in a slap happy7&#39;

r

3;

" I compilation entitled OneWorld. In this he advised Americans p. 8elj< A
i, *notto bemistrustful or communists. FRussiais rgmthgr to eat us
S .- .nor seduce us. q .. No, we do not need to rear Russia.8.,.,.i.-;.;;-~,

VY u Abouta year later, Mr. SumneWelles, UndenSecretary ot.$tate un;
')?g%%ﬁ;—ifi?%?ﬁ?g; his split with Mr._Roosevelt in 1945, wrote the $ime_tor:Qeoision,
' " appropriately chosenas the Book-or-the-Month tor July, 1944, It w -
etood up for Just about that length of time._ ;,;;$: Hg; 8.,.. i
,-_lhis ~ book was in some respects critical or Mr. Roosevelt&#39;|eader
ship. But_not where the President&#39@th in Soviet Russia was con-
_cerned. To cell Stalin&#39Russia a dictatorship, said Mr. Relies p. 309!
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= K 7 “Bf a small groupor Congressmhradedy RepresentativeBuBb8Y_Of:

i. .nl- rnesésamplesr the stun Americanpveredgd tar to explainwhv

honestettorts to unmask-Soviadspionege.duringigs mostactive period~8
were_unavailWetheattemptasonscientiomsd&gr instance

lllinois, shortlybetorehe electiornor 1944.Tathis President

" &F3Wsevelt, in a speech on October 8§, replied: -nan; sols; ;a L.JIQ a fy,

~-%§
&#539:
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- 5% T ™&#39;92

. t U,
not Alt is a source or regret to all decent Americans that — aifso

somepolitical  propagandists are nowdragging red herringe
across the trail or this national election.&#39;, ¢.. ~»&#39; >A

i This red herring phrase, like muchelse in the Rooseveltbagor H
tricks, wasused more lately, and less successtullv, by President p;;.&#397$-
Truman. Therevelations before the HouséJn-Americafxctivities Commit-
tee whichled to the indictment oklger Hiss werealso called a réd
herring -- to keepthe public from considering the bad record or the
80th Congress.Newthat Ir. Hiss hasbeenfoundguilty it is nolpnger

possibldo write oft thejettort to expos&ommunidiltration as ¢@

_ &#39;polpicgdaganda&#3%. wButchot havebecomanissue, evenin

an election year, exceptfor the strangebehaviorof SecretaryAcheson,
andberhap®otthenexcepior theevemoretrangelpetardedevelqt
opment of the Fuchs UBS9r n_fr~==-~ sanx-
Amencartsreagenerouaswella polltlcall unso hlstlcated
people.-Throughdhe country thehsasbeemnuc ympatligr Algero
Bias, wholly aside from the realization that a verdict in the court ctr,
first instance is subJect&#39;to"appdalff~,-~<; is - ahi Il. _ spa"
V Manywerethereforewilling to reservetheir_rinal personajudgé
menton Alger Hiss, and additionally wereanxiousto see_thecasekept
out or politics.  comehat may,this formerhigh orricial of the State
Departmenis nowa broken man;his career is ruined andhis tall is ;;;
harder becausehis earlier pretensions were so great. -Thegeneral, --=
desire, as one could see in_editorials_end private conversation, wasto.
forget the lhole.miserablebusiness.  ,¢»-- vflg;:4: Y, = &#39;:-
-And-theDeachesonyith that si strangelneptltudewhlcfso often
afflicts clever men,suddenlymadeit impossible to drop this case. lhe
Secretary of State, speakingin that capacity at an official press con-
ferenoe madereparedemarksvhlcn howeveguarde@- couldonlybe
interpretedsanaspersioonthe Judiciaprocess. Oomimgm &
cabinetofficer, after the verdict, SecretaryAcheson&gghser H155
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