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The growth and development of the functions of this Division V
are matters in which we all can take considerable prise. Because of
the fact that this growth and development have been the result of af >
united cooperative endeavor and because law-enforcement officials - V
and agencies throughout the Nation have as a result of their cooper- ~ ¢
ation madethis progress possible, it is believed that you will find
an interest in the accompanying charts which show the accomplishments
during the past several years. In the event more detailed informa-
tion is desired in connection with the work of the Division of

- Investigation, it is hoped that you will feel free to confer with .
any Special Agent of the Division who comes into daily contact with
law-enforcement officials and agencies throughout the Nation. ~
In the event you desire additional information concerning the iden-
tification and crime statistics functions, your inquiry should be
addressed to:

John Edgar Hoover, Director,
Division of Investigation,
U. S. Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

The office of the Director is open twenty-four hours
each day. _
Telephone Number: During daytime National 0185 �

At night National 7117

duIgus¢&#39;!;V, 19:53.

2 ,q.� I.T-J.~v~. 92!

14

 ow

_ P.

&#39;~ �?�Z¢?;

Mi?
&#39;~§1w;

>es

"V *_
"2"".-:"&#39;=..

. - ., .

_ -.,._ .11.

I
it

4 ; ~~¢,~,,.. . .,,

- ~ -&#39;~v-:»gc¢~
&#39;- . J ii;Y ~ ~ .=~.£=-as-»

. _�&#39;7�EF:&#39;
. _&#39;~_¢»-

.5,
_ _..,;,:,_,

> . _,.�._!_:_.
-* 7- .: AL.

:&#39;.&#39;1�I,&#39;
l.*&#39;sr-.14.»
_,....

4



-<~_-"
..-9

.,___- o.--a
vzziii-1

>3
_;-.-.�;.

35%:2ww-
&#39; 92~ ._- v»~_

I

11>�-*3. _ _.
,&#39;_1- -r
-:.<;~_ &#39;.f - 0

Eff}
7-..; »
!-5-�- E!�

.. -3
/$5".-4-g_

if; _V, _-. _�

1%�. -;&#39; J:

l*.i_-&#39;.&#39;.-.
 ,.

jn-,;:-
,;r.-.

&#39;92- .1�.
5_,.~..

.4:-.-fl&#39; ».
_._,__
., .-
.» _.._ .O. ._n 1

WORK AN�? FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION

DIVISION OF IN&#39;VES�1&#39;IGATION

U. S. DE�AR&#39;I?-EINT OF JUSTICE

John Edgar Hoover, Director

Three new charts to be inserted

&#39; &#39;="*~-=�  "

.4 -2

Washington, D.C., July 1, l9!53//
- Comparative Accomplishments Two new charts to be inserted

by Fiscal Years,

July 1, to June 30.
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Jacksonville, Florida.
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**=_&#39; United States Department of Justice
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- T."-; �Dear Sir: � �

� � &#39; Please be advised that Bureau Bulletin Number 87,
&#39; Fiscal Yea; 1934, has not been received by tl_1e Jackson-

ville Division Ortice.

.1..- Very truly youri,
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/ WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISlON OF INVESTIGATION �I/IQ-I�

the Comptroller of the Currency. The Division of Investigation has
investigative jurisdiction over such offenses and desires to receive
any information indicating a violation of the provisions of these
acts. A �

NATIONAL moron YEHICLE THFT ACT

Persons who transport a stolen motor vehicle from one State
to another State, knowing the same to have been stolen, may be prose?
cuted in the United States courts for the transportation of the stolen
vehicle. Also, persons who receive, conceal, store, barter, sell, or&#39;
dispose of any motor vehicle moving as, or which is a part of, or which
constitutes, interstate or foreign commerce, knowing the same to have
been stolen, may be prosecuted in the United States courts under this
act, which is also known as the Dyer Act.

When an individual is found in possession of an automobile
and there is reason to believe that his possessic�&#39;of the motor" f
vehicle is not lawful and that the said motor vehicle has been stolen
and transported in interstate or foreign commerce, if the facts are;
called to the attention of the Division an investigation will be made.
to determine whether there has been a violation of the National Iotor.
Vehicle Theft Act. &#39; A "" &#39; ""&#39; &#39;

= THEFT, susszztsmsnr, on ILLEGAL POSSESSION or &#39;-l,
g GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

It is a violation of a Federal&#39;law to embezzle, purloin, be�
steal any property of the United States, or to receive such ro

P PBknowing the same to have been stolen. This Division has investigzj�
Jurisdiction over offenses of this nature:5~-~~5 &#39;- -- ,

WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT _ ._ 1;;

The White Slave Traffic Act is frequently referred to as the
Mann Act. This act provides that any person who shall knowingly trans-
port or cause to be transported, or aid or assist in obtaining trans; &#39;
portation for, or in transporting, in interstate or foreign commerce,
any woman or girl for the purpose of prostitution or debauchery, or to
engage in other immoral practices, shall be deemed guilty of a felony.
The Division of Investigation is desirous of receiving any information
which comes to your attention indicating a violation of this actI&#39; �"
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ID TIFICATION FUNCTIONS ~
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The ivision of Investigation, in addition to its fie d &#39; 1

investigativ Offices, ma ntains an Identifxzcation Unit at Was n - M
t , D. C., hich serves as a central cleari g house of record r-
tai ing to riminals. Fhe information contai ed in the Divis&#39; n&#39;
iden ific ion files is based primarily upon� ingerprints, wh ch con-&#39;�&#39; �� ��
stitu t e largest an ost complete collecti n of current lu ,,
in exi ce. - / - - .

On August l, 193 , there were/3,870, l0 fingerpr nt ecej] ;= 3;
ords a 996,568 irdex cards in the Divisionfs archives. Th charts: gwhich ppea s in th&#39;s pamphlet illustrating the rowth of his?work 1
since its i ceptionyin 1924 through the fiscal ye r ended June&#39;30, i
1933, reflec s gratifying progress made possible the oper tion_ M
of 1 w-enforc ment/officials throughout the Unite State and or-&#39; N
eign countries in August 31, apgroiimately 2,200 fing prin rec-
ord were bein r ceived in the I en ification Div io daily from ;&#39;
6,0 6 contribut ng law-enforcement92Jgencies through ut the wo ld. .

All p e officers are i?v"ted to avail th selves f the -
da a on file inzth Identification Un&#39;t of the Divis on of I vestiga- 9,

frank d envelo es, the pamphlet ntitle "How to T e Finge prints,"
and di positi n sheets for the purpose of92reporti d sposi ions to
the Di &#39;sion re supplied gratis. The Division a so rni es upon I;
request opi s of its pamphlets on the subject o late t f gerprints; V" i
court de &#39;si ns as to the lega ity of taking92fin erpri ts d the ad- �&#39;
missibili &#39;

sion of th enry system of igentification, dev sed by th Division&#39;s &#39; ,:
experts and pplied to its o technical files ~ . ..g;t,

n _gf fingerprint eviéence; and the ho ficat on nd exten- &#39;{

�S

A.

33$
;;

1
1->;. &#39;

t&#39; . The ser ce is given witho t co t to all reg rly co stituted i#§§5>= s1aw:§nforcemen{ officers and agezcies Ssiring it. #&#39;ngerp int cards, .
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in prose ting th individual who as a pre io s record f arres . V �_
This rec rd is als of value to the udge for whom a case is ried,
as it i oftentimes studied before de rmi ing t 921ength and aracter
of sent nce which th rt imposes on onvicted person. _ j

£:§f U on receipt of aKfingerp int car from a n ributing law- 7i§f*
5555� enforceme. ag ncy, a let r;giving the rimi al recor , r inform ng . &#39;�§
E353 of the fa t tha no prior r &#39;ord has been lo ated, is - to the on- _ .33

&#39;1 Q1"

�ff? t transmitt d in a est cases for he benefit the pros tor as n aid� A7?
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WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF IRVEsTIGAIION

IDENTIFICATION FUNCTIONS _

&#39; The Division of Investigation, in addition to its field
investigative offices, maintains an Identification Unit at Washing-
ton, D.C., which serves as a central clearing house of records per-
taining to criminals. The information contained in the Division&#39;s,
identification files is based primarily upon fingerprints, which con-.
stitute the largest and most complete collection of current value_, o
in existence.i &#39; * _ _

On February l, 1934, there were 4,llL,3Z5 fingerprint rec-
ords and 5,v¢f,1_5 index cards in the Division&#39;s archives. The chart,
which appears in this pamphlet illustrating the growth of this work D
since its inception in l92L through the fiscal year ended June 30,
1933, reflects gratifying progress made possible by the cooperation
of law-enforcement officials throughout the United States and for-
eign countries. On february l, approximately 2,200 fingerprint rec-
ords were being received in the Identification Division daily from
2,444 contributing law-enforcement agencies throughout the world.

All peace officers are invited to avail themselves of the
data on file in the Identification Unit of the Division of Investiga-
tion. The service is given without cost to all regularly constituted
law-enforcement officers and agencies desiring it. Fingerprint cards,
franked envelopes, the pamphlet entitled "How to Take Fingerprints",
and disposition sheets for the purpose of reporting dispositions to
the Division are supplied gratis. The Division also furnishes upon
request copies of its pamphlets on the subject of latent fingerprints;
court decisions as to the legality of taking fingerprints and the ad-
missibility of fingerprint evidence; and the modification and extension
of the Henry system of identification, devised by the Division&#39;s
experts and applied to its own technical files. &#39;

Upon receipt of a fingerprint card from a contributing law-
enforcement agency, a letter giving the criminal record, or informing -
of the fact that no prior record has been located, is sent to the con-
tributor. An additional copy of the letter citing a prior record is
transmitted in arrest cases for the benefit of the prosecutor as an aid
in prosecuting the individual who has a previous record of arrest.» ~
This record is also of value to the Judge before whom a case is_tried,&#39;
as it is oftentimes studied before determining the length and character
of sentence which the court imposes on a convicted person. A V . »._.
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The Division places notations_in the files of its Identifica-.

tion Dnit upon request of peace officers, indicating that the arrest of
an individual is desired as a fugitive. Through this procedure, after
classifying and searching incoming cards, about 365 persons wanted for
various types of offenses ranging from misdemeanor to murder or as es-
caped prisoners or parole violators are identified each month. _This,
service is amplified and its value enhanced by the Division&#39;s action in
publishing and distributing to contributors of fingerprints, monthly
bulletins listing fugitives wanted throughout the country for major. v
crimes. This bulletin also contains articles of current interest to .,
law-enforcement officers, such as treatises on latent fingerprints, »i
ciphers or similar subjects of a scientific character in the field of
criminology studied in the Division&#39;s research and criminological &#39;
laboratory. . .

For the benefit of constituted authorities these finger-
print records are also used on frequent occasions to identify unknown
deceased persons as well as individuals, who, because of some malady,
have forgotten their identity. Likewise, it proves of value in deter-
mining if applicants for positions, under the Civil Service of the_ _
Federal, state, county or municipal governments, have a previous rec-.
ord on file which might show the applicant is_not of a proper character
to receive the appointment. , _ , _ _ -

In maintaining its fingerprint files, the Division of Inves-
tigation employs the Henry system with current extensions, which util-
izes all 10 fingers considered as a unit for the classification and f1l- g
ing of prints. In addition there is maintained a separate collection of
or singly.~ This collection is an auxiliary to the main file and is used
primarily for the purpose of identifying latent fingerprints left at the
scenes of crimes by kidnapers and extortionists. Unless latent finger-
prints of such offenders are those of the individuals whose separate im-
pressions are filed in the single-print collection, it is difficult for
the Division to identify the latent prints. However, if the names or
aliases of any suspects are furnished the Division together with des-
criptive information, then the actual prints may be compared with the
latent impressions and thus it may be possible to establish an identifi-
cation. &#39; &#39; _. ._-

. In conducting its identificition work, the Division of .
Investigation is essentially a cooperative organization and can fur-
nish to contributing law-enforcement agencies only that informationi o
which it receives from them. The assistance of the police, sheriffs,�
wardens, state identification bureaus, and similar agencies has been
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WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION
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very gratifying, but despite the splendid results which have been
accomplished, it is felt that this Division can render even more
effective service when it receives all of the fingerprint records-f
which law-enforcement officials are in a position to furnish. �It -"
is obvious that even better service can be given by the Division as�
its records become more complete. All peace officers are therefor I
invited to make the fullest possible use of this cooperative project.

A pamphlet has been prepared and is available entitled -
"How to Take Fingerprints," which contains instructions concerning
a simple and standardized method of taking fingerprints, and which &#39;~
also refers further to the Division&#39;s identification activities, ine
eluding its participation in an international exchange of finger-
prints with the identification bureaus of -&#39; foreign countries for .
the purpose of identifying criminals who may have records of an
international character. The prints of persons arrested in the
United States will be sent upon request to any of these foreign .._
identification bureaus. Any law-enforcement officer who is now,
or may desire to become a contributor of fingerprints to the Divi-
sion of Investigation in its identification work, will be supplied
with a copy of this pamphlet upon request. The cost of the equip~ Y�
ment necessary to take the prints is trivial; in fact it may be im-&#39;
provised locally with but slight expense. This Division will supply
the needed cards and envelopes which require no postage, without cost,
while the benefits of the information furnished by the Division are
manifold and so far outweigh the relatively small amount of work in- �
volved, that the service is usually continued after initial finger- ;
printing activities are started. 4 � ~ ~ * �
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WOHK AND FUHCTIORS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION &#39;

QRIHI STATISTICS FUHCTIOHS &#39; .n

In accordance with an Act of Congress approved June 11, 1930,&#39;
the Division of Investigation began the compilation of uniform crime
statistics. J The collection of such crime data had been initiated by the
Committee on Uniform Crime Records of the International Association of
Chiefs of Police in January of that year in response to a long-felt
need for comparable crime statistics on a nation-wide scale. V -

The system of uniform crime reporting includes monthly and
annual reports of offenses known and offenses cleared by arrest and 5
an annual report of the number of persons charged, i.e., held for pros-
ecution, by the police. This Division provides the necessary return e
forms and tally sheets, and return envelopes which require no postage.
There is also available for distribution to interested lam-enforcement
agencies the Hanual, "Uniform Crime Reporting," which includes detailed
instructions with reference to the preparation of the crime reports,
and in addition describe: and illustrates the police record forms which,
if maintained, will nake available the data desired in the monthly and
annual crime returns submitted to the Division.

In order to supplenent the statistics obtained from the records
described above, the Division periodically makes tabulations of data
from the fingerprint cards currently received from law-enforcement
officials throughout the country. The information tabulated from these
records pertains particularly to the age and previous criminal history
of persons arrested and fingerprinted. This information, together with
the data obtained from the uniform crime reports, is published in a
quarterly bulletin which is nailed to all interested law-enforcement
officials, as well as others having a special interest in statistics
of this character.

» Due in no snail measure to the cooperation of police depart-
ments and other similar agencies throughout the country the project of.
collecting uniform crime reports has shown continued progress during ~
the past three ye;rs.- In 1930 monthly returns were received from 1,127-
cities, representing a total population of 45,929,965; in 1931 returns
were received from 1,511 cities, representing a total poaulation of 1&#39; »
51,145,734; during 1932 there were 1,573 cities, with an aggregate popu-
lation of 53,212,230, and during the calendar year ¢!&#39;l933 there were
1,658 cities, with a total population of 62,357,262, which contrib- 7 .
uted the crime reports. L majority of the larger cities throughout the
country send tzese reports regularly to the Division. An 1uw-enforce-
nent officials who are not not contributing such reports are invited
to do so, and the neces ary blank forms nay be obtained without�cost
from this Division. �
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WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION=�n&#39;

.� _ -CONCLUSION _ &#39;i" &#39;

V, A The growth and development of the functions of this Division
are matters in which we all can take considerable pride. Because of the
fact that this growth and development have been the result of a united _t
cooperative endeavor and because law-enforcement officials and agencies
throughout the Nation have as a result of their cooperation made this gi
progress possible, it is believed that you will find an interest in the �
accompanying charts which show the accomplishments during the past several
years, In the event more detailed information is desired in connection r
with the work of the Division of Investigation, it is hoped that you will
feel free to confer with any Special Agent of_the Division who comes into
daily contact with law-enforcement officials and agencies throughout the&#39;
Nation. In the event you desire additional information concerning the
identification and crime statistics functions, your inquiry should be ad-
dressed to! � ~ *

. John Edgar Hoover, Director,
Division of Investigation,
U. S. Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

The office of the Director is open twenty-four hours each day.
Telephone Number: During daytime National 0185 �

At night National 7117 &#39;
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U» 5- Department df Justice
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Insert Chart 32-4

Insert Chart 33-1
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