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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

 
May 13, 2016 

 
 

 
 

 
FOIPA Request No.: 1344058-000 
Subject: WILSON, FRANK JOHN 

 
 

 
The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Title 5, United States 

Code, Section 552.  Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, with the 
appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision.  In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely.  The exemptions used to withhold information are 
marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 
 

Section 552  Section 552a 

(b)(1)
 

(b)(7)(A)
 

 (d)(5)
 

(b)(2)
 

(b)(7)(B)
 

 (j)(2)
 

(b)(3)                 (b)(7)(C)
 

 (k)(1)
 

 (b)(7)(D)
 

 (k)(2)
 

 (b)(7)(E)
 

 (k)(3)
 

 (b)(7)(F)
 

 (k)(4)
 

(b)(4)
 

(b)(8)
 

 (k)(5)
 

(b)(5)
 

(b)(9)
 

 (k)(6)
 

(b)(6)
 

  (k)(7)
 

 
21 pages were reviewed and 21 pages are being released. 

 

Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other Government 
Agency (ies) [OGA].  

 

 This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 

 We are consulting with another agency.  The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 
when the consultation is completed. 

 In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence 
of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

 
For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 

records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This response is 
limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard notification that is given 
to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Enclosed for 
your information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 

 
   For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia


The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 

 
  You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States Department 
of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP’s FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:  
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit your 
appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”  
Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

 

  The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was the 
focus of the investigation.  Our search located additional references, in files relating to other individuals, or matters, 
which may or may not be about your subject(s).  Our experience has shown when ident, references usually contain 
information similar to the information processed in the main file(s).  Because of our significant backlog, we have 
given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s).  If you want the references, you must submit a 
separate request for them in writing, and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

 

   See additional information which follows. 
  

 
 

Sincerely, 

        
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
   Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
 In response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, enclosed is a processed copy of the 
responsive documents you requested.  The enclosed documents represent the final release of information responsive 
to your FOIA request.  This material is being provided to you at no charge. 

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home


 
 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign policy 

and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 

particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 

agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial 

or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy, ( D ) could 

reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 

institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 

regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control,  or reduce crime or 

apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 

under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held 

in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant to 

the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 

or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to a 

promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service he 

release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

FBI/DOJ 
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.'"'r. ?rant: J. :7tlaon 
E910 Tennyson Strao~ 
.Ia a~ ington, ]). C. 
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January 2, 1947 

~· .; 

"- I 

!.•- ·-

rrpon rctu,rnint to ·~achtn:1ton I no·tad irJ. ·bho p:zp~JrD 
the dcta ilc oj' your ret trc';;'tont. I thouoht that your 'inter­
view t.;)h i ch appaarcd in tho :flime::;-L'crald la::rt 'i'ucsrJay 7Daa 
czccllcnt. 

I do hope -;;hat !!OUr plana will develop in acoorr1ancc 
,,tth yoYr ca:pootat'tona and t;hat you will J~ully enjoy your 
;;ucl1 de::wruecl. ras·l; al'·i;cr your long carcar in th a [caret 
t:;e rut co. 

Hay tho New Yoar briny lJOU an abundance oj' auory·filt.ing 
you could dcairc. 

/Jtncoraly youra, 
X. 2j;GJ;m- IlOOVI:?i' 

-..~ ~:' 

,_ 
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'--. 
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':.· 

~~: ~:l:~n.""'1arnrn""",,----
l.:r. Clegg --
1T. Gl&.v.in • 1 
l:r. Ladd . ,, . 
~Jr. Nichols 

1 ~. kosen 
t.:r. Trr.cy 
~.:r. Carson 
l:r. Egan 
l~. ournca 
),:r. Herbo 
1:r. Hendon 
:.:r. PerJ''lnct~n 
t:r. ~u1f~:T!'i'~, '~ ~~ .­
J.r. Nea~~)i-1..~1~ ~ / 1' 
!.:1ss Gandy • ~ ' ~ ...:,. ..,' .. 
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January 6, 1947 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
~ashington, D. c. 

~y dear Director: 

! tr. Trncy ··---- -----· : 

Mr. Carson ---------· ' 

r.~r. i~~~r-·----~t 
Mr.~-----­

Mr. bo • --··-···! 
nr. Hendon -------·· r 

' r. ~r. Quinn ·t·amm ........ 
: !r. Penningto!l ·--·- ~ 

Your kind letter of the 2nd, in ;~;:;;::~~~~~~~~~~~ 
reference to my retirement, is deeply - · 
appreciated. I vrish to extend my 
thanks to you and the P.embers of your 
efficient bureau for the many courtesies 
extended to me, and the valuable co­
operation extended to the United States 
Secret Service during the last ten 
years • 

\fith kindest personal regards- and 
wishing you a Happy ll!ew Year, I am 

-~ :?_ -_1:3.5 I 'l- ;A 
.. , .__.., -- . 



·- , <f · 
jW:il~un Nai ____ _ 
Atomic Data 
·Consultant ' :: 

_ F~ :r. Wilson, former United. 
States S~ervice chief, has I 
been appointed a consultant on 

. security to help maintain and im­
prove control of 
atomic energy 
information, the 
United States 
Atomic Energy 
Commission an- -
nounced yester-~ 
day. 

Wilson, who 
headed the Se-! 
cret Service for' 
10 years prior 
to· his retire-

Wilson ment December · 
31, will advise the commission on 
security matters. 

He will assist in developing a se­
curity system to protect secret 

. atomic energy data as required by 
the Atomic Energy Act, the com­
mission revealed. 

Wilson served in the Intelligence 
Unit of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue for 17 years before becom­
ing chief of the Secret Service in 
1936. He directed the income-tax 
investigation of AI Capone and was 

'instrumental in the capture of the 
Lindbergh kidnaper. 

"There will be more and more 
reason for more and more security 

. in protecting our atomic secrets," 
, Wilson said in accepting the ap-~ 
· pointment. He said he was not at 
lib~rty to disclose his plans. i 

Wilson said he had no infor.ma­
tio~ about the salary connect"l!d 
witlt his new duties but indicat~.d 
helwould be happy to serve on~a 
"dollar-a-year" basis, if necessary., 

He is an uncle of Carroll L. Wil­
son, general manager of the Atomic­
Energy Commission. 

In announcing the appointment 
of Wilson, the commission said: "It 
is vital that the people of the 
United States be fully aware of the 
importance of maintaining inviolate 
the restricted information concern­
ing atomic energy until Congress 
determines that adequate interna­
tional control of atomic energy has 
been established." 

' Wilson, a member of the execu­
tive committee of the International 
Association of 1 Chiefs of Police, 
lives at 2910 Tennyson st. nw. 

Tempol'ary assignment of Thomas 
. 0. Jones of Chicago as a special 
assistant on security problems was 
also announced by the commission . 
. Jones was a security and intelli­
gence officer for the War Depart­
.ment's Manhattan Project for three 
years during the development of 

·the atomic bomb, later served as~ 
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~ -:­} ., s_e~urity officer for the tests a'6 Bi-
kini. ... ~®fEB 121947 

I ' .. I 

Mr. Tolson 

r. 

~;.~~ 
Mr. 

Glavin , . : ' 1 

Ladd -~'-. I 
Mr. Ni c!\[1 . 
Mr. Rose 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan• 
Mr. Gurnea ---
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Jones 
Mr. Leonard --
Mr. Pennington_ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Nease 

M~s . Gandy 
· £;!~ 

If: , ... ~--..., 
{ ' 

lipping fr~m the 
II riJ'.S 
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UNITED S~ ··\:fOVERNMENT Office Me~: I 
ttm • •• STANDARD FORM NO. 64 • 

TO 

FROM 
:• :~r.:: <f;, ::' ;: _ DATE• ~: r~~ 

~-~-! ,.. J/,~:-~ 
SUBJECT: :m.ANK WilSON V \ ~: • acy 

CONSULTANT :ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION ~f ~~r. ......-
As you know: th~-;es~ on ;~,::;-26 carried an article that~£ 

Frank wYilson, former head of Secret Service, had been employed by the ~;~·i,.~~~m --
Atomic Energy Commission as a part-time Consultaht, ~ w- ~ ·~·~~ Major k B. Rhodes, Acting Administrative Officer for the _ ' ~ 
Commission, advised Speci~ Agent Lofton L. Knight confidentially on 
Januar,y 27, 1947, that ~e was under the impression that Vfilson in his 
capacity as a Consultant in the Security Division of the Atomic Energy 
Commission would be employed at least for the time being full time. 
Major Rhodes stated that he was not personally acquainted with Wilson 
and that he did Hot know at this time what specific duties would be assigned /_ 
to Wilson.. _ _.l:L.-
ACTIOcl: ~ 

only. 
None. This memorandum was prepared for informative purposes Q}jU· 

' 

HECORDll.W 
& 

~IJ 
t/tf/1 

.. '- "") - J:~s-; '1' - -:t ~~-· -- v ~ JE 1( 
1 FEB $ 1947 
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! .Avril 4, 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

~247 ~ 
, Mr. Tolson / 

: ~~ Mr_ •• Qlegg '? 
~ .. , _, fJ r~~ 1 • 
1 ~ .:.t M'i< Glavin ./ 

\(\ \ Mr. Ladd ;?" 
~ t Mr. Nic~ols 

,Mr. Ro · 
()}f (Mr. Trac __ _ 
if Mr. Egan __ _ 

· Mr. Gurnea._----,-

{'1'Jf~~~ 
)~-Pennington __ 
I' Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Mr. Nease. __ _ 
Miss Gandy-__ _ 

L. 
R eJ'erenc e is naCl e to the --........--"Ad (l_rt i cl e 

.rrom the Chic~!O Dnily Ueu·s ~atPd !~rch 18, 19~9, 
and nar-!;iculo.rly to your innuiry n.s +,o r:hethB.. 
we hn.d oh+,ainPCl thr ~oo~ wri+,+e~ ~V wrank J. ;ilson, 
retired Chi e.f' oJ' the U. J. 5 ec ret '3erv~ ce. ~-----

~ 

You are advised that -the Li0rCI.r1J o.f 
Con:.:ress and the .L""Jublic Library do not hrwc -f;his 
book by Jilson. Likewise ~he rrincipal book stores 
in l'lashinyton co not ho.ve anv record o." any such 
boo~. However, in Collier's mauar.ine beuinning 
with the April 27, 1947, issue, there u·a s a series 
o.f rzrticles by l,ilson entitl~'Qndercover Jdan: 
He Trapped Capone~ The newspaper article makes 
it- a·h-">ear that the book came out some time a,,o. 
It would seem thG-!; i;he nf'wBp'lp cr story 1NW rcn.lly 
r~ferrin~ to +,he series oJ articles. These 
articles ~f course were vreviously sent through 
a.s +hey ap'!)eared. Unless n.Clvised to -i:he con{;rary 
no .!urthcr nation ~ill-~e ta~en. 

ot.-\NDE~t.o,. 5 c; 
ol\fE~ J- ... d- · 

35 

THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES 
TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES 
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. t ,:~ \ \ .~:_· 1\ 
«> · ._ ... _ .. 

_. Octo beJI' 27, 19.54 

R~GOROED ·a b~- ~ 9. ~ _I Cf- .~ ~ 
. \l-tt\f#.fJ) . ~ - ,( :;, · ~ion: 

~· · 109 Washington B, __ D. c. ,~ _,_ 

De<''r Jlr.l . ~ 
· Your letter of October 23, 19.54• has been 

received. 

. In connection witli the matter about wh_ich -. 

b6 
b7C 

you write, 'I thoug_ht you would like to }cnow that _ 
Mr. Frank J. Wilson., author of "The Al Capone Story, n . 
was never an employee of the FBI. For your in.form.ati-on, 
he;;:: is a .rtired Chief o.t the u.s. ·secret Service. 
~ ~ . . 
. .., 

. . 
::_. ' -i 
-· 
~-

'~ J 
;-
~ ­
·~. 

Sincerely yours, 

~1. Edg~ BOOJ'el 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

c:: fi 
'" -:; ·< ...,.., m 

; "'Tl c; 
~ ::0 

-, l':O ~ 
.. - 0 
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• I ,, 

:;-J _.,. 
~ 
.......a 

U1 
w 
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• fi.1"' 
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NOTE: Bu;ttle 62-82519 refle-cts that Frank J. Wilson .. 
who has w1'ttten several articles regard i.ng Al Capone, 
·1• a -retired Chief of the ·.u.s. Secret Service. He 

directed the . income ta:c investigation of Al C-apone. 
Bufile 74-1333 · re fleets on page 43 of serial 

3071 that onel !was interviewed on 
February 16, .1949, at his o/fic;e at the U~arill_ 
Commiss_ion wh-ere he had been employed fo.,__l[lears. 
H~. ha.d been employed as a statistician in the Economic 

,. . ·. D'l.rrts.ian.( · No deroga~ory i-nformation is reflected 
concernir&g him. Correspondent may possibly b.e the son 

b6 
b7C 

Tot--·-­
Ladcl--
Nichols-
8elmQDt-
Cli!iu--

o.f this individual. ,: . . .. 
qK\)r~~, . 

~ . . ~;· . =- GEJI:blb 
·-- u 'o''p 
~- ·vL-f'f \ 

~J2!i NOlL 12 1n~4· ~ 
llauGiadv- . ~ ;;}\)• 

~---

6 

.-\\) . 

\' 

O.CT 2 81954 
COMM-FBI 

' . \ 

t -



-""-
.. .. 50 .. ENO ROAD 

WAS~TON 8, D. C • 

October 23,1954 

I:on.J.Edgar Hoover, 
Feder~l Bureau o~ Inve~tic1tion, 
·.:o.shington 25,D.C. 

Des.r J.:r. Eoove r : 

Is it possible tho.t your 

Mr. Harbo __ _ 
Mr. Mohr __ _ 
Mr. Parsons--
Mr. Rosen __ _ 
Mr. Tamm __ _ 
Mr. Sizoo ___ ···-
Mr. Winterrowd_ 
Tele. Room. __ 
Mr. Holloman._ 
Miss Gandy __ _ 

not knou the difference bet~:een a 11 bullet 11 a.ncl. a 

11 co.rtricl[;e 11 and has not been to.u;;ht to use the r-roper 

I huve just read tl:c second p:nt of 
c 

story bj.' Fro.:c.t!c J. ';Tilson 11 Tl:.e !.1 Co.:r-one SJc.ory 11 in 

Rotirm:·e:mt lifo in u11ich he 

11 Give :ue those bulletc 11 uhen it is 7lain i:.e 

ridges. 

I i1o..ve been conductin;:; o. 

re::orterc b'...tt to fil~d it by o.n 

bl01:1. RECORDED- 3 

fX. -109 
Discoura·-·edly 4ourr;4 \?.o1' 1')' 
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IN THIS FILE SKIPPED DURING 
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r· II, 
1 

!10~ t ftENO ROAD 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C.· 

October ~0,1954 

: Hon.J.Edgar Hoover, 
I , Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
l Washiagton 25, D. 0. 

Dear V.r.Hoover, 

My apologies for attributing to the 
0 

P.B.I.the ignoranoe.of Mr.W1lson with respect to 

bullets and cartridges. / ~~'2~~ 
•' 

·-

&:!. 

•. ' >J l. 

:1 .. , 
! 
I 

b6 
b7C 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ,, · 

\ J Office Memv . .;,;;pdum • UNITED s~ 
__ .,. 
.. 

ro 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Mohr 

H. L, Edwards~\~ 
0 

FRANK WILSON 
Secret Service 

DATE: 

~ OVERNMENT. 

2/21/57 

~~-
Belmont __ 
Mason--­
Mohr---
Parsons--
Rosen--­
Tamm---
Nease--­
Winterrowd -

SA W. E. Clark advises me that an amusing incident ~e:f· Room-

concerning Wilson and the ~I occurred at a dinner meeting G~n;;an --

2/18/57 of o'fficials of the~aymen' s First Friday Club, Archdiocese 
of Washington, held at the National Press Club. 

Wilson was in· attendance. Clu,b members had learned he and 

l
his wife were to take a vacation in Florida. They informed Mr. Wilson 
du~ing the meeting that they felt he ought to take along a book to 
read and hence they were presenting him with a book which they thought he 
ought to peruse carefully. The book was, "The FBI Story." 

The incident was related to Clar.k 2/21/57 byl I 
"1~-r--~~~lof the Veterans Service Section, Civil Service Commission, b6 

, who attended the meeting and obviously enjoyed the Wilson affair. b7c 
\) 1 I lat the Civil Service Commissicb7D 

vmll~ly 
(2)' 

. 
,, J \ I~ , 

'' ' ,-,, I I 

16 FE3 26 1957 

~ I 
I 

. ' 
,_,i' 



OPnONAL fORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOV .. 

Memorandum 
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

MR. MOHR DATE: 

MR.J. F. MA~ 
_FRANK J. QLSON 

RETIREDS.ECRE"T""SERVICE AGENT 

.::. 

September 17, 1962 

On 9/17/62 an individual with a heavy, gruff voice called and 

T lson-­
lmont __ 

c;~:h~n 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
Evans __ ·_ 
Malone __ _ 
Rosen __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
Tavel __ _ 
Trotter __ 
Tele.Room_ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ _ 

stated he was from INTERPOL and he wanted me .to go to New York immediately 
to .investigate· a ring that was operating. 

I asked Wilson his name, which he was very reluctant to give, and 
then added that he was retired Chief of Secret Service. After trying to 
question him in regard to exactly what he. wanted, he stated. that I evidently 
was not the· man he· talked to previously because he explained this whole 
situation to him. before. He stated that the man he wanted to ~lk to was 
the person who took L. B. Nichols' place. I told him that he prob~bly wanted 
to talk to Assistant Director Cartha DeLoach. He stated he would call him 
later. 5 

Wilson was calling from the Pennsylvania Station in New York. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

None . . . . for information. 

1- Mr. DeLoach 

JFM:wmj 
{3) 
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--'r 

• 

MissiL....-___ ____. 
Editor 
0-enerall;look Division 
Holt,. Rinellart ancl V/.tnston.,. Inc~ 
883 Madison Ave.nu~ 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear :rlXis$1 I* 

Tba.tlk you for your l$tter of :March 17, 
1965. and l appreciate your tntereet ln W:titing. 

It was tbouglltiul of you to se.nd us the 
_ p:roofs of "Special Agent''; howeYeJ:., 1-regret that 'it is 

1 not possible- for ua to furnish any .comment,. Jam sure 
you will undertstand our position in auch matters. 

.Sincerely your.a,. 

Clyde Tolson 

1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent with cover memo) 

b6 
b7C 

NOTE: SeeM. A. Jones to DeLoach Mell]!q', dated 3-25-65, captioned 
"Proofs of 'Special Agent' by Chief Frank'"Wilson." Proofs not being returned. 
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General Book Division 

Mr. Clyde A. Tolson 
Associate Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice Building 
Washington 25, D.C. 

March 17, 1965 

Dear Mr. Tolson: ~ 1 ~ 
r----------'==ir.::._,~_::"_h .. _ .. \--- t\) ~-; 

suggestion, I am enclosin~R oofs -
CIAL AGENT by Chief Frank J. Wiison and Be. ay 

h \'till be published by-trs-on7Uly5-;-i9&5. 'I a·fter 
~ / reading this manuscript, you feel you could give us a 
~ Lf. short comment for use on the book's jacket and advertising 

copy, vre \>Jould be most grateful. In any event we would 
~ .be very pleased to know what yo~ think of this book. 

J ?I Sincerely, . 

b6 
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FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAl fORM NO. 10 l $010-106 
MAY 1962 fDillbH 
GSA GEN. REG, NO. 27 . 

UNITED STATES G RNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. DeLoach 

M.~€6/~ 
PROOFS O~L AGENT" 
BY CHIEF FRANK WILSON 

: 
DATE: 3-25-65 

v 

. '' 
Tolson-­
Belmont __ 
Mohr __ _ 

DeLoach-­
Cosper __ 

Callahan-­
Conrad __ 

Felt---Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
Tavel __ _ 
Trotter __ 
Tele.Room­
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ _ 

By letter addressed to Mr. Tolson, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 
~· has furnished us proofs of "Special Agent" by Chief Frank J. Wilson and 
B~h Day and has asked for a short comment on the book's jacket and advertising 
copy. Mr. Hoover and Mr. Tolson indicated that we should not comply with this 
request. 1 •. 

DATA IN BUFILES ON WILSON AND DAY·o f'-
f'. 

Bufiles r~flect that Frank J. Wilson is a former Secret Service .N 
Chief who retired in 194;7; the Dir~ctor wrote h1m <f'fiiendly letter on his retirement~ · 
There is nothing pertine'nt in Bufile.s on Wilson since that time. r{ 

~ 

s Bufiles reflect that Beth Day authored the book on Cal Farley 
"A Shirttail To Hang To" for which the Director wrote the preface. 

"SPECIAL AGENT" ~\J\j 
>< 

The book deals with Wilson's career in government service, most 
of which was in the Secret Service. He tells briefly the history of the Secret 

\

Service, mentions his career in the Food Administration during World War I; and 
his service as an Agent in the Internal Revenue Bureau during which time he 
investigated prohibition cases. He mentions for-mer Attorney General Harry 
Daugherty and the corruption in government during that time. 

-; -:. Wilson goes into some detail on the Liirlbergh case, mentioning that 
he was~V.ery close toLindbergh during that ordeal and p·ersuaded him to have the 
serial frumbers of the ransom money recorded; Wilson goes on to note that the 

\ 
kidnaper was later located through one of these ransom bills. He does not mention 
the fBI ·hi. connection with this case. Wilson then mentions his investig~tion of 
Hp~y. Lorig of Louisiana. In this connection he notes . that the FBI and ;tbst Office 
in$pectorj:.helped get evidence to con viet some of the Long organizatjotl :tnen. 

~ :g. Mt 14 ~ ;!. t~ ~{:;I C; Jf ': .. 
Enclosure-: . ,~-\i11 ·, ~ _.. · t 
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• • 
M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: PROOFS OF "SPECIAL AGENT" 

The remainder of Wilson's book deals with the Secret Service's 
protection of various Presidents, particularly President Franklin Roosevelt. 
He also takes credit for streamlining the Secret Service and making it a most 
efficient organization. 

On pages 88-89, he notes that the Secret Service should have 
more men out in the field who work closely with police and FBI Agents. Wilson 
goes on to state that while il(!)t for some years has jealousy between these two 
agencies existed, the nature of their operations has kept them from cooperating 
to the fullest. Wilson believes the Warren Commission criticism will spur them 
to closer cooperation. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter be sent to~....I _____ ..... IHolt, Rinehart 
and Winston, Inc. , declining comment. 

- 2-
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June 10, 1905 

nnssl EditoL..r ____ ____J 

General Book Division 
Holt, Rinehart and Viinston, tnc. 
383 riladlson Avenue 
1-Iew York, New York 1001? 

Dear :Missl ~ 

• 

t .. ~. Hoover and I received the copies 
of 11Speeial Agent11 which you sent with your letter of 
June ath. 

V/e certainly appreciate your thought­
fulness ani are looldng forward to reading tllese. 

b6 
b7C 

MAILED2Z Sincerely yours~ / 

(_(L.;~ ..::J~ 0h ~ 0 r ,_./ /17 
Clyde Tolson Ji1,p_,{ 1:\:)~ '·ll 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure (I {«- U · 

JUN 1J 1965 
COMM-FBI 

1 - Mr. Jones - Enclosure 

NOTE: By letter of 3-17-65 Missl lsent to 1\-Ir. Tolson 
"proofs" of this book and asked for a short comment on the book's 
jacket and advertising copy. I\lr. Hoover and I\.1:r. Tolson indicated 
that we should not comply with tl?-~.:.request and Miss I lwas 

n~:~~~~·-- so advised by letter of 3-25-65. The book deals with V/ilson's 
1 ~~~roach__ career in government service most of which was with the Secret 

casper ' Service. In accordance with Mr. Tolson's instructions the book 
Callahan __ 
conrad will be reviewed for l'dr. Hoover's information by the Crime l ~~~~ , Research Section. 

~~~~t.:ru;Jur'~lfiWa<5> ~ 
Holmes-~-

,' Gandy • MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 

b6 
b7C 



I -
I 

• • 
.. ' I 

Mr. Tolson.­
Mr. Belmont___., , 
Mr. ·~--- -· • ~ 
Mr. aclL-- ~ 
Mr. . per .... - ·! 
Mr. Callr>han.- ~ 
Mr. Conrad ... --- ~ 

HOLT, RINEHART AND WINSTON, INC. • PUBLISHERS Ml·. Felt. ... --
1

•

1 

Mr. Gnle .. -

383 MADISON AVENUE ••• NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 

Mr. Clyde Tolson 
Associate Pirector 

June 8, 1965 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Dep~tment of Justice 
t~ashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Tolson: 

trr. Rosen-
'G ENE RA l!<'Idb Sullivan­

~Ir. '!%veL-- 1 
TEXTBO ~l\ Tre>tkr-­

•rntc. Room-­
MAG A z 1 @Jiss Helmes-· -

Miss Gandy __ 

You were so kin~st March when I sent you proof copies of SPECIAL AGENT 
by Chief Frank ~ilson and Beth Day that I would like to present you with 
this copy-of the Soo&, wfiich is just off the press. I am also taking the 
liberty of ·enclosing a second copy of the book for Mr. Hoover. 

Sincerely, 

Editor 

.17 -dUN 30 19Q5 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
. ....,.~y 1962 EDITION 

GSA GEN. REG, NO. 27 

• 5010-106 

UNITE.D STATES G~RNMENT 

Memoranaum 
l:,r::::~ 

J I Moh-1'1---
DeLoach--

•) I I' 
) 1'-

Mr.DeLoach DAT£:6-17-65 " suutan , 

j'.A! 'f{h r r r •••••• 

SUBJECT: 

M.Q tdiiWA //~-j ~:i~.~~oom-
f 

1 
(~. ./ C ;;andy-" - \. 

BRIEF REVIEW OF ~OOK TITLE_~: ." ~,.L-~GE~~~ . ·-.f : \ : I ·~--" JJ 
A Quarter Century Wlth The Trea r:r~eparfment.And The "'-... I~ ~ ~.1 

~~fcr_e£8_eryi·c-~',~BY-CmE'F FRANK~LSON AND BETif- I'~;~) 
11 /~AY. PUB!:_!~HED B¥_ HOL_T~ JUNE-~ WINSTON,, INC. ~ }'&rf 

b6 ) 

On June 8, 1965, Missl I Editor, General Book Division,b7c ]t, I 
Rinehart and Winston, Inc., sent a letter to Mr.. Tolson and copies of the above-titled b~k~ 
to the Director and to Mr. Tolson who requested that a b~ief review be made of this boo~ .... , . 

{'\. ~~) 

The ;book opens with this statement: The terrible tragedy at Dallas, on f'.. 'G 
November 22, 1963; when our President, John F. Kennedy, was assassinated by the · "f 'i- · 
Marxist Lee Harvey Oswald and the subsequent report and recommendations made by th&t ('i 

Warren Commission have turned the country's attention in an unprecedented way oa the ~ '-.:.l 

duties and methods-of the United States Secret Service. For it is the first and foremost job 
of the Secret Service to protect the life of the President. · • ___ j' 

d.,, ~ 
Wilson then delves into the founding of the Secret Service in 1865 for ~e r 

purpose of dealing with counterfeiting; the informal protection which Secret Service ~entJ,., 
afforded President Grover Cleveland from 1894-1896; then McKinley's assassination~ \J) 
1901, which awakened Congress to the fact that this country had lost three President$:>in 3'6~­
years. In 1902, therefore, an appropriation was made by Congress and a formal W.Plter -~ . 
House detail established. The Secret Service was given the responsibility at that ti~ for~· 
the protection of the life of the President. § 1 

0 ~ 
Wilson then relates the history of the Se~ret Service from 1902 to the ~resent· 

date, its~acco~plishments and his own accomplishments during the time he was its ~ief. 

Wilson castigates the Dallas Police, on page 92 for allowing Oswald to escape~ 
He states: "When they rushed into the building where the assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, was 
hiding, he was allowed to escape. Oswald was captured within two hours but not before he 
had shot and fatally wounded a Dallas police officer." Wilson then comments unfavorably on 
the Dallas Police publicly announcing the hour at which time Oswald was to be removed from 
Police Headquarters to the county jail. He states: "The removal became a melodramatic 
spectacle, which ended in a disgraceful and tragic event, when, in the basement of police 
headquarters, Jack Ruby, a man with a Dallas police record, approach~q O§;o/aJ;¢1., plared a 
revolver in his middle, and killed him, as the negligent Dallas ~ol~te Mobrd. \fi~ )!hd mi!lions 
of the nation's astonished television ~E;;lylerS looked .on. II (pag~ 10L. ~ •. I r 

• ,-. •r • nf:.('~ ~i-62-- ~d-'-5 r·~·t~ " 1

1 
),/ ( j 

1 - Mr. DeLoach. _:._, ~· 1 o ____, . ·!-" :\ ' 
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Jo(~. to DeLoach memo 
Re: 'Brie!- Review Of Book 

Wilson rela. he had boyhood leanings towa.law enforcement because his 
father was with the Buffalo, New York, Police Department and protected President 
McKinley during his first visit to Buffalo. Wilson tells of his inability to stay in the Army 
because of poor eyesight and his first investigative job with Herbert Hoover's Food 
Administration. He says after the Armistice in 1918, he joined the Inteliigence Unit, 
Internal Revenue Bureau. He says his trial by fire came during the corrupt Harding 

)

Administration and he tells of the part he played in investigating the "Ohio Gang" and 
particularly the Daugherty-Penrose organization. He relates a variety of cases in which 
he gives the Secret Service full credit for solving such as the Al Capone case and the 
Lindbergh kidnapping. FBI receives no credit in either case. He relates his investigation J of the late Senator Huey Long of Louisiana, and his eventual murder. He deals with 
counterfeiting and states he was made Chief of Secret Service in 1936 because of increase 
in counterfeiting. 

He deals with Presidential mail received from cranks, nuts, and anonymous 
letter writers who send threatening letters and mysterious packages. He expresses his 
great admiration for Franklin D. Roosevelt. He mentions White House problems resulting 
from the Pearl Harbor attack and World War II. He discusses travels of the President 
inside and outside the United States and the part he played in traveling with President 
Franklin Roosevelt in the United states. He discusses narrow escapes of Presidents frem 
hands of assassins and gives details of a narrow escape Andrew Jackson had. Wilson states 
his biggest headache was providing Presidential protection at those times when public 
parades or large gatherings at the Capitol were going to take place. This was particularly 
true in the Inaugural gatherings at the Capitol. He mentions the shock he received on 
April 12, 1945, when a message came through from Warm Springs: "The President had a 
sudden attack. Condition serious." In a few minutes further news arrived advising 
President Roosevelt had suffered a fatal cerebral hemorrhage. 

Wilson discusses President Truman taking over the White House and proliems 
incurred by Secret Service during Truman Administration. He relates details of Potsdam 
Peace Conference. Wilson mentions the two atomic bombs dropped in Japan in August, 
1945, which resulted in victory in Japan on 9-2-45. He then relates the Puerto Rican 
fanatics trying to shoot President Truman at the Blair House on November 1, 1950, praised 
the Secret Service's protection of Truman and lastly the need for all Presidents to take no 
chances in the future by using bullet proof cars, and Congress improving our defective 
Federal laws. 

Wilson's book is strictly a book letting the world know the part Frank J. 
Wilson played in the affair of protecting the Presidents of the United States and handling 
other matters under the jurisdiction o~th Secret Service during an important era in our 
history. · ~ 

RECOMMENDATION: I ) 
For information. 

~{Jfry 
- 2 -
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A Quarter Century 
with the Treasury Department and 

the Secret Service 

BY CIDEF FRANK J. WILSON 
AND BETH DAY 

HOLT, RINEHART AND WINSTON 
NEW YORK CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 

UNCORRECTED PROOFS 
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