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October 31, 2016 

John Greenewald 
 

 

Dear Mr. Greenewald, 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES a11d RECORDS ADM INI ST RAT ION 

860 1 ADELI'III ROAD COL LEGE PARX. MD 207 ,10-600 1 NAT I ONAL 
www.arcl•i ves.go" ARC HI VES 

I am writing in further response to your Freedom of Information Act request of October 7, 2016 
for records in the custody of the National Archives and Records Administration. Your request for 
FBI case file 1 00-DL-3353 on Harry Allen Overstreet was received in this office on October 7, 
2016 and assigned FOIA case number 51331 . 

1 have completed a line-by-line review of FBI case file 1 00-DL-3353 and released information to 
the greatest extent possible. The file has been redacted to protect the personal privacy of living 
individuals per 5 USC 552 (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C) and to protect the identities of confidential 
sources per 5 USC 552 (b)(7)(D). A summary of the results of this review is provided below: 

FBI case file 100-DL-3353: 31 total pages; 30 pages released in full and 1 page 
released in redacted form. 

Due to the small size of this file , I am able to enclose a complementary copy of the redacted 
version. 

This concludes the processing of your request. If you have additional questions concerning my 
review of this file , please contact me directly. I can be reached by e-mail at 
Danielle.DuBois@nara.gov and by phone at (301) 837-3671 . 

If you are not satisfied with our action on this request, you have the right to file an administrative 
appeal within ninety (90) calendar days from the date of this letter. Appeals must be in writing 
and may be delivered by regular U.S. mail or by e-mai l. By filing an appeal, you preserve your 
rights under the FOIA and give the deciding agency a chance to review your request and 
reconsider its decision. If you submit your appeal by regular mail, it should be addressed to the 
Deputy Archivist of the United States (NO), National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 
Adelphi Road, Room 4200, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001. Both the letter and envelope 
should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal. " If you submit your appeal bye­
mail, please send it to foia@nara .gov, addressed to the Deputy Archivist, with the words "FOIA 
Appeal" in the subject line. Please be certain to explain why you believe this response does not 
meet the requirements of the FOIA. All communications concerning this request should 
reference your case tracking number 51331 . 

If you would like the opportunity to discuss our response and attempt to resolve your dispute 
without initiating the appeals process, you may contact our FOIA Public Liaison for assistance: 

Accessioned Executive Branch Records -Washington , DC Area 
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j!.dteral ilitur.eau of lnuestigation 

1llniteb ~tales ilepartm·ent of Yustir.e 

San Antonio, Te:.icas 
March 31, ·1942 

i i' . --~-:: . 

Speci"al Agent .in Charge 
Federal B~reau of Investigation 
Dallas, Texas 

RE: DR. & MRS •. HARRY--A. OVERSTREET 

Dear Sir: . ··_;~ 
I am/enclosj,n[}er~with a . report received from · Col. A. W. Roffe, 

- Assi~ant Cmef of Staff, G-2, Hq. Eighth Corps Area, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, with reference to the· abqve subjects. 

The report sets out that DR. and MRS. !LlffiRY A. OVERSTREE';I.', writers · 
and psychologists, are being sporisor.ed by the Hogg Foundation of The 
University of Texas Community Council for Family Living, and that a 
reliable source has reported that MR. D. K. CALDWEU. of TyJ,.er, Texas, 
is probably the one most responsible for bringing·the subjects _to;,,, 
Tyler,- Texas, where they have had speaking engagements. The subjects 
are alleged .to'have made the following s~atements: 

1: If we continue to allow poverty, slums and unemployment 
here, will our democracy be worth fighting for? 

2. All our states are not democratic anyway. 
J, We must not hate the German people (Dr. OVERSTREET said, 

111 lived among them in Get-inany for a long time and I kr).ow 
how fine and lovable they really are. Of course at present 
they are in a psychopathic condition but we must not blame 
them too much for we, the United States, are largely respon-

, sible for conditions in Germany which led to this war"). 
4. Both DR. OVERSTREET and MRS. OVERSTREET ·said that we must · 

not let our children hate the Germans because they will· · 
have to live with them after the war. 11 

Inasinuch as Tyler; Texas') is withln the territory cov~red by the Dallas 
field division, this matter is beihg referred to your office for your 
in,formation and appropriate attention and no investigation is being · con ... 
9-ucted by the San Antonio office. ' 

100-0 
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DALLAS, TEXAS 

April 6, l.942, 

--------------~-=~= " 

Special Agent in Charge 
S~ Antonio, Texas . 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to your lett~r to tbis office dated 
March Jl, 1942, in which it. is stated in the fi;rst paragraph 
of your letter, that you were enclosing a. report received from 
Colonel A. w. ROFFE, Assistant Chief of Staff, 0...2, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas .• 

This is to inform that the report which you mentioned 
in your letter was not received with reference letter. Kindly 
forward same to this office. 

EC·W·:··.orh . 0)_ 
1()0...3353-~ 

Very truly yours, 

A.P. J{I'J,'CBIN, 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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Cpy of article from Tyler Courier Times of March 11, 1942 

OVERSTREETS TO LECTURE TONIGHT AT AUDITORIUM 

Program is Sponsored by- Forum, AAUW, DAR and Community Council 

Dr. and Mrs. Harry A. Overstreet, writers and phychologists, 
will discuss. in dialogure the topic, Defense Against the Attack Upon 
Our Mindsj tonight at 8:15 o'clock i~ the high school auditorium. The 
Overstreets are brought here .through the Hogg Foundation of the Uni­
versity of Texas in co-operation with the T,yler Community Council far 
Family Living. 

Other local sponsors of the program include the TYler Wo~'s 
Forum, the American Association of University Women and the Mary T.y~er 
chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Tickets, which are free, will be available tonight at the box 
office of . the auditorium. 

Dr. Overstreet has served as professor of philosophy in the 
University of California and the University of New York City. He is 
the author of Influericing· Human Behavior, About Ourselves-- Psychology for 
Normal People, The Enduring Quest and several other volumes. Mrs. Over­
street has gained recognition as a poetess and is the author of The 
P~etic Way of Release, Footsteps on the Earth and Search for a Self. 

Dewey Lawrence, member of the community 
duce the speakers. 

Copied in Office of AG ot S, 
G-2, Hq. 8th CA, 3-26-42 
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Cpy of article from TYler Courier Times of March 12, 19A2 

I ISOLATION~SM NOT. POSSIBLE IF ALLIES ARE TO WIN WAR 

Dr. and Mrs. Harry A. Overstreet, Hogg Foundation lecturers 
who spoke here last night at the high school auditorium, told Ty~erites 
that national isolation cannot exist if the Allies are to win this war. 

The Qverstreets were brought here by the Tyler Community Coun­
cil for Family Living. 

Other local sponsors included tye Tyler Woman's Forum, the 
American Association of University Women and the Mary Tyler Chapter 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 

The lecturers, talking in dialogue form, said that we can't 
win the war without hating our war enemies. They illustrated this . 
point by telling about watching a bully beat up a helpless child. They 
stated that we would hate the bully because of our belief in decency. 

The country is facing a grave danger which we must meet hali 
way, Dr. and Mrs. Overstreet said. We must not go out of our way to 
look :for .danger but we develop courage and self-respect when we do the 
commonplace things of life in time of danger. 

Mrs. Roy C. Owens presided over the meeting and introduced Dewey 
Lawrence, a member of the community council, who introduced the speakers. 

Cop'ied in Office of AC of S, 
G-2, Hq. 8th CA, 3-26-42 
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C:ONFIDENTIAL ,-· 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
M. I. D. 

~-..,-

Hq. Eighth Corps Area 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas 

G-2 201 OVERSTREE.T, Harry A. and Mrs. 

'~ . 
AWR:COM:it 

March 25, 1942 
(Date) 

Subject: Dr. & Mrs. Harry A. Overstreet, 
sponsored by Hogg Foundation of 
Council for Fainily .Living. 

writers and psychologists, 
University of Texas Community 

Summary of Information: . This office is in 
mation: 

receipt of the following infor-.. 

It -is reported from a reliable source that Mr. D. K. Caldwell 
of Tyler, .Texas was probably responsible for bringing the Overatreets to 
Tyler, Texas, where they spoke at the high school auditorium on Wednes­
day night, March 11th, 1942o Subjects made the following statements: 

1. If we continue to allow poverty, slums and unemployment 
here, will our democracy ·be worth fighting for:? 

2. All our states are not democratic anyway. 
3. We must. not hate the German people (Dr. Overstreet said, "I 

lived among them in Germany for a long time and I know how . . , 
fine and lovable they reallyare. Of course, at .pr:-esent, 
they are in a psychopathic condition but we must not blame 
them too much for we, the United States, are large~ respon-
sible for conditions in Genna.ny which led to this war"). · 

4. Both Dr. Overstreet and Mrs. Overstreet said that we must 
not let our children hate the Ger-mans because they will nave 

.. to live· with them after the war .• -

. · Subjects advised the audience to continue all clubs and other 
activitie~ as usual and not give too much time to war work becaus~ much of the 
war work is being created to keep up civilian moraleo The audience was ad­
vised to give _less time to war work and mare time to planning for the next 
thirty yea:r:s after the war·. Informant is confident the_ entire lecture . 
was intended to create mental .confusion. 

Action: For your information. 

2 Incls. 
Cpy of article 
. If II II 

I 
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Df.eb.eral !iur.eau of lnu.estigation · 

~nit.eb §tat.es il.epartm.ent of Yustir.e 

San Antonio, Texas 
May 2, 1942 ' 

Special Agent in Charge 
Dallas, Texas · 

Dear .Si!\: 

Re·: DR. and· MRS. HARRY A~ · 
. \ "· OVERSTREET --- -=--~ INTEENAL SECURITY 

.. . Reference is .made to your letter to this . 
office liated April 6, .1942, in which you advise you did 
not· receive the· report · of · Colonel A, w. ROFFE, . A. C. of 
S., G-2, Fort sam· HoustOn, Texas~ which was indicated 
would be inclosed • 

. ( 

Please be advised that this report was in­
advertently disattached from reference letter and is 
being inclosed herewith. 

RSP:.CL 
SA # ' 100-0 
Encl. 

' M. · W. ACERS 
... . Special Agent in Charge 

MAY 7 ~ •.. .. 
~ .' . 
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., 
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Qo:t~ Homer Ge.rri~n, Jr. 1 P1~to~ 
-Department of PubJ.lc Safety 
'Camp· f,fabry II 'l'eDS 

:D$at SiJ! $ , 

''--- I 

Hay 13;, 1942 

. ·. ·t.\'hi:a· otfic~ baS i-ecoiv~ WormatiOn trotn G-2 to tl1e efteet 
tha_t nr. aild ·sr~. HArutt A •. OVEnS'mEET,. ~t«a~tt Md ~holog$.St~; are 
.~:ing ·ep()~~ by th~ Hogg FoW14\\t10:h at1 The University of ~ia.S · Com;.; 
mun1:~y .. couneU tor f~ ~V:J.ngf that it U repor.i.ed ur. n~ ·K' CALDV®:.L.-. 
of ~l~r,. 'f~$ I: ·~: probablY. t~e · o11e rno~t : rea:poMi'bil.~ to:z.o . b~~~ ttl$~ 
su.bj(;)C't$ ~· Tfler for sp~ eng~g-nts., · . Th¢ OVERS'ltUrETS ar¢ Al!l~{JQd 
tQ. ~v~: ~¢a i:,ha fQlJ:.~,$8 ~~en~: • · · 

. I ; f : 1 ' • : 

1 l;f we c6ntinu.e to · alloW pove.:rt1 ~ . sl\inlS i ~d ·\m,~loYl®i'lt 
~~.# wl~:~ o~ .d~mQ.C.t~cy ~ worth .t:tghUng tor? 1'.'. 

2 . AP. our.· stat.~ a.r.e;.not <l~ratJ.e . ~·· .. 
3 · · . · We must not ... hate thQ German · people (Dr.- -Ov~ijtre~t .:$a1d; . 

... ,l. il~ among tn~ in··Qe~ toi.' ~ ·loM t~ and .t know how ftrla 
· ~d lovabl-e they .~$t4l.J.t : a.re.jj ot. ~\tt'fj' u.t. p~~e~t 'ti?.ey -~ in a · . 
p:;~yeppp~th%9 · c·on.di~ioil but we must not bJ..ame then:t too muob tor ve, . 
the United. sta.t~e;. · ~; 1ara\ll1 -~epo,rud.b1Q tor c()nditions in GeN 
~ which le(l: to . this wa~) •. . .. 

4 BQtn b:"t .and ·l!ra:. OVerstreet said that ·we -mti$t not l~t ·our 
cs:bii~n · hii~ · th~ a~--s.'*h$.use 'tl'le7 wUJ, ~ve. to Uve v4th 'thGDl 
~er tfle w~r" It .· 

~ . .... ' 

WU.i you pl~.; ·(»nduet . app:rom"~t.e. ·i.n~st,igat.ion iielati ve . 
to ·the OV~'m.-EmS • .. as ~ll as 1~~ CALDWELL;~ and . Worm ihi~ otf*ce-. 

10~3353~ 1. · .. ·· . 
APK Jm 

Vent trlll:l· yo\ll'~ 

A~ P. Kl'roH~· 
special Agent in charge . 

.• 
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HOMER GARRISON . Jilt . 

DUU:: CTOIII 

FRED HICKMAN 

AliT . DIRICTOR 

ROYAL G. PHILLIPS 
CHill"' 

BUREAU OP' INTILL IQENCI!: 

SEARCH ~ 
INDEX ~ 
NEW iNFO. ~ 

~ FORWARD 

.• _. .. CAS£~ /717 . 
HANDLED BTl ll:frjf{ 

TEXAS DEPt\RTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

Camp Mabry, 

Austin 

Honorable A. P. Ki tchin 
Special Agent in Charge 

May 29, 1942 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Dallas~ · :·Texas . · 

GEORGE W . COTTI NGHAM . . . 
CHAIAMAN 

GEORGE PRENDERGAST 
J . PRICE MADDOX 

COMM IIIIONIIIt. 

-Dear Sir: Re: ·Dr. 8c Mrs. Harry A. OVERSTREET 
Alias 
Dallas FBI# 100-3 3 53 
DPS/f 1717 

r ,am attaching a report covering your request for investi­
gati on of the above entitled case. · 

Assuring you of our assistance and cooperation at all times, 
I am 

HGJr/Jb 
Encl. 

D5-7 

/ 
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SEARCHM . : ..... cAsE. /717 
INDEX (. f)t 1 D 

...... . / NEW INfO. . /ANDLED BY: /ldi~ 

HOMER GARRISON . JR . 

TEXAS RA.MGER~'Oi{NARO ....... -),c 1~ COMM I SSION 

. ~ GEORGE W. COTTINGHAM 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY CHAIRMAN . 
DIRECTOR 

FRED HICKMAN 

ASST . DIRECTOR 

Mr. Fre~ c. Olson, 
Texas Ranger, 
Headquarters Detacluaent 1, 

Austin, Texas. '• · 

Dear Sir: Rei 

G~ORGE PRENDERGAST 

Camp Mabry, · J . PRICE MADDOX 

COMMISSIONERS 

Austin 
May. 27, 1942, 

~[t@~UW~@ ····. 
·t . . 

MAY 2 7 1942 

. BUREAU 8F INTElliGENCE ... 
Dr. & limB. HARRY A OVERSTREE.'r · . . 
I>e.llas FBI 11 100..;3353 · DEPARTMENT OF PUBliC SAFETY 
DPS # 1717 

Having made investigation according t~ your instructions in the abo~e 
matter, beg leave to report as follows_: 

On 5/23/42, I interviewed Mrs. J"oe ~ORF, Richmond, Texas, who is Past 
President of' ·the Pl'A of' Texas, and she told me that she heard Dr. OVERSTREEr on 
Mey 4th, of' this year · speak· at San Aliotmuo, Texas, and his subject was a Recipe 
for Courage in Crisis. That she listened attentively and that he did not speak 
of World conditions sod- that she .heard nothing bordering on disloyalty in his talk. 

On '{S/19/42, I contacted Dr. R~ L. SOUI'BERL..4ND, head of the Hogg Fo\mdation, 
Main Building, University ot Texas, .(ulstin, Texas, and he said · that Dr & Mrs 
Overstreet had talked some under the auspices of -the Foundation end that they had 
so lectured at Tyler, ·Texas, a short while ago. 

He advises that both are well educated; that they spend about one-half' . of their 
time ixi New York City and the other half' in California; that their New York address is 
120 Haven Avenue, New York, New York; that both lectures; that they are to teach during 
the Summer at some College in Utah. · 

He also advieesthat Mrs. Overstreet was raised on a tru1 t ranch in Claitomia, 
her birthplace being Geyersville, Cal.; that she· graddated from the University of 
'California in 1925, after having worked her way through school; that she atten~arda 
taught school at Bakersfield, California; that she is the author of' two books of her 
own, and has, in coll~boration w1 th her husband, wr1 tten two other books. That her 
field is Poetry end Literature. · _ _ 
~ . . 

O ! 'That Dr. OVERSrREEI' was bom in San Francisco, Cal., on 10/25/75; that he was 
W ~e head of' the Philosophy Department of' the . College ot the City of' New York for . _ 
> 't\· ~about 20 years; that he was National President of the Adul~·Edu~-~Jon Conference; 

0 _ \ · ' ~~hat his field is lfscyology and Philosophy; that he is thy_~hor ~3a~~t-f;l_ .~~::. 
11: ;\·;; ~ ferent bookso . . , ',_, . . . :,,., I .3_ __ ._ . · 
{i: \\~ ff That he heard him apeak here in Austin ahd that h:e spoke o~ 'Lde'Bl: -.\1eia ·· ~~- . ._,, 
~ \~ · ~ Means in Assisting in the War; that he said nothing that cou1d 1bQYc§njt;m~d as ~" 

\ · ~ being in any vmy disloyal. _ • . ~ . L 
NW:. 15888 Id: 70100300 Page 9 _ . .-

>- B That both subject are now :probably tilling apee.ki ~~:eJ!l__!i 

.CO Illinois, at · the present time. 
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HOMER GARRISON: JR . 

TEXAS RAMGERS · @~\ED\'7~@ '""""""" . ~ . GE~lr:. W. COTTINGHAM 

DIA~CTOA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFJ=TY MAY 2 7 19~2 CHAIRMAN 

GEORGE PRENDERGAST FRED HICKMAN 

ASST . DIRECTOR Camp Mabry, 

Austin 

. Pg 2.. Report on Dr & Mrs HARRY A. OVERSTREET •.. 

. BUREAU 8F I.~THUGENC(c'::'~:.::~~.ox 
DE?ARlMENT OF PUBLIG SAFUY 

CORRECTION: Mrs. Vlessen1lorf dicl not ·hear Dr. OVERsl'REEr, but only heard Mrs. 
OVERSTREET b~fore the PTA tn Sen Antonio. 

· Both of these subjects are written up i.il "WHH'S WHO m AMERICA", page 1690, 
.Vol 22 of this . book~ which gives a very good. and comprehensive background of 
~hese subjects' lives. · 

Dr.; SOU'l'BERI..AND, while not saying so in plain· words, indicated that he had .heard 
I some critic iBlll ·.of the le.cture at Tyler, Texas. 

On -5/25/42, I contacted Miss Dallie Maberxj, employee of the Citizens National · 
Bank of Tyler, Texas, .and she said that she heard Dr and Mrs. 0Vl!."f£TREET lecture there; 
that it was a · g~at dissapointment; tb,at a great many people left the Hall before the 
lecture was over. · · 

That she recalls that the Dr. said that "we should not hate the German people; 
that he had 11 ved among them for some t1me and that .he knew hovt loavable they were · 
in character, and that we are largely responsible for .their present condition"- this · 
is the substance as she recalled 1-ta She also heard them say that she should not 
let our children hate the· GernianJ .people. 

. . ' 

On 5/25/42, I .also cohtacted Prot. F. Mo Mathis, Principal of one of the City · 
Schools the·re, and the recalled about the same ·thing that Miss Maberey' did; he 
also se.id that pe · lef't before all was over; that he just didn't like the lecture and 
what they were saying. 

On 5/28/42, I also contacted Mr. ·EWELL c. WILLIAMS, Assistant Chaki·er of the Citi­
zens National Bank ot that place, and he recalled that Dro OVERSTREm' said that we 
should not hate the German people. nor should we !Ulow .our children to do so. · because 

· he had lived with them for several years· and knew how lovable they were in character, 
e.nd that they were not altogether responsible tor their present · condition. That the 
present condition ~here is due to a f'ew lead~rs end not to the masses, and he, at 
least intimated, that the United States was partly responsible tor their present con• 
dition. 

On 5/26/42, I also contacted Attorney DEWEY LAWRENCE, office in Peoples Bank 
Building, Tyler, Texas, end Who introduced subjects at this lecture·, and he states 
that . Dr. OVERSTREE:r did sa.y ' that vre should not hate the German people nor should we 
ellow o~ children· to do so. -: 

On the· same dey, I interviewed ·Mr. Tom Ramey, an attomey1 in Citizens National 
Bank Building• end President· of the School Board, and he admitted that the people 
were very much dissappointed with the lecture; that he doesn •·t recall anything par­
ticularly disloyal; that Dr. Overstreet did mention that we ought not to hate the · 
German people; that' the conditions there were due to only a few and not the masses; 

NW: 15888 Docllibft>lt6Qa.>(p~ MPre really lovable in character• 

On the same day I also talked to Mr. HARRY D. SHUFORD• of the Moore Wholesale 
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Page 3- - Report on .Dr &:. Mrs HARRY A. OVERSTREE1I'-

Gocery Company, Tyler, Texas, and he says that the whole . iectureJ was not satis ... 
factory to hi.Jil; that it didn t_t have the r 'ing of loye.l ty to him. 

That, after the JI!Bin lecture was over 1 the subjects th~ parmi tted those iri th~ _ 
audience to ask them ~uestions, and that he asked Dr. OVERsTREET, in substance, "if- _ 
he _didn't believe that the first concern of the UDited States now is to make an ~~COT" 
efforts ~ for offense _and defense"? That the Dr.- ::p;eplied _that he certainly did not believe 
that was the most inipo,{rtant thing at ~he present time, · but that the subject of Rehabil­
itation after th• D war is over is the most impoartant. Mr. Shuford alee· stated that 
some one ~se in the audience also amplified the question at that time and that the Dr6 

was still of the opinion that Rehabilitation \'tas more impoart8nt than an "all""out" 
effort at thls ti1118e ' 

On the same . day, I also interviewed :t.fr. W • ;r. GAULT, ot Beer &:. Company, Stock 
Market, Peoples Bank Building, and he recalled that Mr. Suttlrd had asked the Dr., 
in substance, the question set out in the foregoing paragrpah. He also stated-that 
he, himself, 'then -sPoke up .and told the Dr. ~ that the· thought perhaps 
he had misunderstood the question propo\mded by Yr. sitoFoRD; that he was of the ~ 
opinion that Mr. SHUFORD was asking him if he didn't ,bl~·eve that the first thing .I 
we shou1d do is to :do everything that we can to win the Vlar and then let the Re-
habill tat ion take · care of itself' after the War 1 s won, and that Dr. ~REET 
replied that the other gentleman had just reprirnaned him for his _opinion, but that 
he still was of .the op_in1on that the subject of' R$ab11Uation was the most import':" 
ant subject at this time. 

Jq information is that Dr &:. Mrs HARRY A. OVERsTREEI' spoke ther ynder the auspices 
of' the HOGG FOlliDATICN, but 'Were brought. there by the Tyler Famlly E4ucational Cuuncil, 

;o -· composed of several citizens • . · · . . · . . - · . . 

With reference to Mr. D. K. C.ALDWELL, he .'is a member of .this Counci:_l;,is a bachelor­
about 50 years of age; an oil oper,tor; is intensely interested in :Tuni~r Colleges; has 
halped _several worthy boys and gilrs thiiDUgb school, and is a. very r~pute.ble citizen. · 

Trusting 'tfiY actions meet with your approval, 

~~~uw~~ 

I am, 
' Respectfully, 

- ~ ~· 
R.M.Briggs1 
Senior Crimi al Investigator, 
Texas Rangers, 
Headquarters Detachment. 

NW: 15888 Docld: 70100300 Page 11 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Form No.1 
THIS ~SE ORIGINATED AT .t>..AiJ,AS, TEXAS FILE NO. lOQ-3353 

REPORT MADill: AT DATI!: WHEN MADE ,.l!:ftlOD ..-Oft REPORT MADE BV 
· WHIC::H MACI! 

Dillas, Texas . 6-4--42 R. A. GUMP. 

TITUt CHARACTER OF CASE 

Dr. and - -~.-~Ji:ARRY A.. OV:ERSTREEI' . ,- . 

-------~~-----~--------~~----------------~------~--------------------~~ 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: subj~ct:s, . during '!ecture, stated that an 
.:au-out· ·war ·effort riot primarily. i!Iiportant 

· · - ~~ ' th~. present tiin.e and that the German 
.. P~pl.e were Jcind and loveable. Dr •. ovER..: 
· sTid!$1' was f. ormerly · a profJsso at _lh!'l City 

College .... ~_f ~ew .York. · · 
.. : .. · .. . ·····. . . 

-P-

PET AILS: < I 

.' · · _'rhie investigation is predicated upon a l,~tter from the San 
Antonio Fiel'd~ Divf'sion Q.ated l{arch )1, 1942, ~nolosi.ng a report received from 
Colonel A. w. ROFFE, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, Fort Sam-Houston, Texas. 
This report is quoted as foll;~~s:.! . _ ) . . . 

11Copy of article from Tyler Courier T~es of 'Ma:rch 11, 1942 

OVERsrREErS TO LECTURE ~ONIGH'f.·•AT AVDITO!UUM . 

Program is sp,Q~aored by Forup1, . AAUW, DAR and Community Council . . 'r#-'~ ;; . . . " . . . 
· Dx-.~ · ~d Mrs• Har~y A. OVerstreet, writers and pl1ycho­

·logists', Will 'discuss in dialogure the topic, Defense 
· Ag~rist' . the. Attaol.t Upon Our Minds, · to~ght at B: 15 o •·clock 
in tbe high school aud~torium. The OverstreetfJ are 

. brought ne.r,..e throqgh the. Hogg .F.oundat.ion • of' the University 

. of Texas .iii . co-operation with the Tyler Comra.tinity Council. 
· for Family Living. · I 

..... . ~ 
APPROVED AND SI'I!:CIAL AGEKI' 

: ' ·FORWARDED: IN CHARGIE 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT I -~-- . l 
•• J • :.. J •• 

5- BurealL· · · .. rL ~ 
· ·. _,,2, .o. New York~ ors i ,..]1- T tT . ·: · •' 0 -Dallas . I b - ) 't ~}: ~ r I 1'1 

\"-~~-;_1_5._,.,8.8_8_D_o_cld: 7""-0-10-0~3"-00___._Pa-tg-~e-12_,_,__fg........;··c.:.::.· ::__,;!-_.:.:....~ .. ~~:·~~ .. ~m-~·-·-'"""~~;---1_"-.. -~~~~~~kfi_r.-1:~a---V~~-·__: _ _..:.__-----'---'-' 

l . 
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, .-L.'-· 
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'; 
• l ~ .. · · \., 

••oth-$r locai sponao~s of tne program include the Tyler 
Womanrs FQrum, the American AJisOCiation or" University Woiilen 
and the Mary Tyler Chapter, D ughters of the American 
Revolution. · ·' a 

Tickets, whicn ·are .free, will be availa~l~ tonight at 
the ' box office of ~he ~uditorium • . 

pr~ ·_9-rer~r,eet.·. h~.s s~fv:ed as profe~$Or :of p~ilo~PhY 
in the Univ.ersity. of .C~i.forn!?. ~d the . Univ~rl$ity of New 
York ~ty~:. . ·He is t.he ~uthor of Influencing Human l;Jehavior, 
About::"Or'eelves,.,,.... Pe;vono.logy .f.or . Normal People, The .&\dur­
ing Quest· a11d s~eral other··volumes. · Mrs. Overstreet has 

·gained -recognition ·as a poetess and is the auth9r of The 
Poetic W~~of Rele~se, F?otsteps o~ the Earth and Search 
for a self.. '! ' " ' . ... . . . : . 

.. · ...... t)c. •: .. , .. , ··:-

) De~ La'?l.l"imce~ : htember· .~.f . the communitY' ' eo until, , ~11 . 
· .:.'iE-troduce the spe*ers •. " ,,' : . 

... ~ 

·,. 
~- --· --.. -

-~ .; . 
I . • ~ -- ' 

11Copy of art.icle from: Tyler C:ourier ' Time.s o.f March 12, 1942 
. . : ·. i i . . 

' 
ISOLATION~SM Nrn::~·-}p~s.IBLE _ IF ALLIES. ~E TO W~· WAR: 

-~.' . : .·· . ·· · ;~. ~ . · \ .. .. · ' -~ ~ . 
... Dr: .. o_and MffJ:.·· f:i~rt ·A •... Ovt!!rstreet; Hogg· Foundation 

lecturers· who · spok~ here · la.st night at the ti,igh . sohool 
auditorium, told, Tylerites that national iso:J.:at'~on can­
not exi'st if .th~. ,AJ.lies are to Win th:is w~r;.;\: : :. · 

. : .... : • · ;' , .. . ~· . . . • . . . ~ . ' ·, .. ' · I ' . 

· · The. ()verst,~~et. s . were l;>;rought ·'here PY the:)J;tl~r ·Com-
~unity . Council \t.o:r · F~~ Living •· . · "' < .. : .. · · ·. ·. · . 

qther l~e~.; .·~~~n·s~rs ineluded1 t~e Tyl~f··:W,9~•·s.: - ' . ·r 

F9rum1 the American ·'As.sociation of Univer·eitt~ Wq,men and· 
t.be .·Ma_ry Tyler Chapt_er Daughters' of the .Ameri.~an ne1J'olu• 
tion. · · 

\ . ' -

The lectur~i'fl~· trlking in #.alogue ,fo~, - said . tn.a~ 
we . can1t win the war· without hating <?~- war, .... ~n-~e~· . :;.:. 
They illustrated this point by telling aboutq;lY.a.Uhing'7a 
b.ully beat up a helpless child., ·They .stated. that we 

-2-
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J I ·'.· ~ .:., \ .. . {I • ' ' ' I • : • • I • : • : • l . .. ·: " c · .. . 
would .:!bat~ ., the ~Ul:l.y because ot ·OUr · be];iet in . dec.eney .. .. 

; I I ! ·:·. ; ; ' ; : ' ;:: ':." ~ •: ' :-: : 
0

: : 

0 

: 
1 

0 , 1 I 
0 

: , l ~ 1 , , 'i : 1 
• • I: : , : 

.·.~·-::;:;...Thet'countey is ·ra,cing· a grace danger which he must meet 
halt wq, · Dr. and Mrs. Overstreet·' said. We must not go out 
ot our : way :·.t~ l.ook :tor :danger ·but .. we .. develop>courage .and· ;, 
seli'~reapect ,•wh~n we:do ... the .co.mmcmplace things of lU'e in 
time of danger • . 

; .1 .,', :;_ .; < ·: ..... ~:\':' :::~· ·· ':;:•J.' -'\:-i' ,,;:i . .: I • ••• . · 'I' "l I :·.,·,. ;:·./ ·-- -~"·! · ,'4' 

: :, · : · ;Mrs• : Roy: C~ :· Qwens: •presided ov.e~ : the: ~etfn~ .. :~d~:;:ihtr.<)­
du~ed. ·p~ay La~~nc.e,,. aAnember :of. •the·.- .e~ity: eounoilj · :· ·; 
~~~'~rOduced .~he .lepe~ers•'u; · .. ,. :·;-.,·, :. >·.;!:;J1b~ · .. ::·) _,~·;, ·,:-
. ~ : :.: ; . ;.· '~ - ~ .:t·, :/l:,~-:. :. :_::. ... : .. :: - :,.t·.: t.-·:; · '/ .· .... , ... .. . ~ 

. ' ' 
;· ;:. · ·.:,

1 
.... } -~.· -· •• ·t.t:- ~.;;. ;, ··:·~ .·: ... . . . - : -- . ~ · - . ·: ~ .. ' 

: \· .. ! . . :." i: : :t\ ~ · : . i .
1 

~-_.,._··~~·:· .·· : •• • ·: .~ J·:_ ,_/:,, ,~·.·.-.:-.·:. : ·Ll~ .: , , : . ~::·,l\ ; .... l :- : -~ ··-~ ·:'~ . ..;:.·.': 

.' , .:: ;=.11It .. :is repQrted from a-reliable source that Mr .. D. K.o. 
"" Ca:LdweU .of Ty~er, ~exas ·<wa~ probably responsible for 

\ br~::tne:. Gv:erstrfjetsr: ,to ~ 'l'Yler;. :Texasj•: .vm:ere.'~they .: ~poke -· 
at·.l the :'h~gh:. scnpol:~auditq.rium .Oll: . Wednee<t~ ,~1ght, March' 
:l!~h, . 1942. . S~bdects madi3 · the:1fol:lqwing , statements:' 

•• . . -.- •• •--:::;:-. · • ' ••:. ~ · • •• • ._ • ·o· • • ,,.,, ' I • •.. · _. • • • 

. . ~r . : . -l_~ •• , • • ·; .. . • • ~ . 

l.o " If. wer cont~ue .t,c); allow poverty, slums and 
:: >l'::.: •.:;.' ~E>Jnp).:oyment h~re, will .OUr .. 'democracy .be:: .' 
· · · 'worth ':fight'ing for,? ·: · · · · 
2·::· .. ! '. z; : ::~J\11 oijr ~ ·states are . :not clem.ocractic .. anyway. 

3~ We m.us't . not hate the German people' (Dr. . 
· r; · ,.~<Overstreet . sa~d, . ,. 11I :lived · am.~mg :tbe.in: -in:·qer..- . 

:: .:.,.·, •:. :.~ ·~:h'lnany t,q_r,: :a long time and: l know .how;:·r.in~ .. :·.an<i: .. 
: .:.:·.~.;: .. .. : .. ~il.ovabl~·:.-.~p.ey .. r.eal.lY: :are •. · ·.or. :cours~;)at :. ·pr&.- ,~-­
: .·.'· ·~.::.•:.J~sentl l:.t\'J~y .: .~e in• ... a · psychopathic :_ c·<jnd:iton. but 

,; . : . \ we .mu~1i" not "blame them too much ro·r, 'iw~, . the . . 
'i': l -; '.l;Jnit:etf.>9~,at:es,. ::are , ·large · respon~ib;le: fpr . :con­

',: ,:.::.';_:. :·:yditiort~kiil..·Germ~y · which led ,to th-~~ .war 11 ) . , 
. . •• • , o; ·, • • / ... : .; .-~ ··.:.· •• · •• 

. · ·" 4~ :~;Botbd:~~~ .. :·~e~str.~et ·and Mrs~ .over~t;f·~~~;{.~i4d . · 
;' •;, · ... ,.{;that:- we.'·!muett :not :.let o.ur. .. children :hat .. e\'.the . .-.·~ ..... 
~ j· , . ; -: ·_;>,~ .ofi~rros4~:::~.~9~~s$ :·t~ey will haV:e to. ~li~~~~;wit~ , £>· .. ' 

; 1 - ~hem af.~~r the war a . . ~ :.: .. : . . . . 
·; ~ .. . ,· . ~~f~ ·: · .. ~~: ~ : .· - ·. 

· Subjects' .adV:ised::.the .;audience to continue,:iill clubs · 
and ~·other : :activ,:fti:es as ::usual. .. and: not'· ,giv.e · t•o,~,;~iri\i~ti'.,time .to 

· w~:. werlt :>becau~e)nuC:h or ::.the : yJar · .work :is ·b:e:J,.ng· :/~reat,~d :,:to 
. keep· up · 9Avili~ t::iti~:ta:t.~ .• ; r·l'he ~udi~nce . . WaE!~,ac:l,y~~~o:;-.;,give 

:·· < ...... ; . . ·~ . •. ,_.-.; > ,.· ' . -· ·.;, . . 

; 
• .. : 

. . ' . 
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'· j;elss: , ~im~ . :~~ :"at-· ~ork· ~rinbre tiJiie · to · P.+arin~··rai- · ·ehe neXt. 
- ~P.J:r.t.t;ye,a.;r,~ -, .af~E!Z: . the~ :Vffir~ -~t!r~t - . i~ - po.ryf'id.~_~t . ~11e ·~p,t:ire 
. le'ctur~f _w·a.a' ·intended 'to ·create ·mental ' con.fu:sioh~ ·n . · · · · -· 

t I ; ,,·; ·· .'• ~ · •! !', .. - ,... . .'. ,_ ~i . • ·, • ·;~ • , •,' :.• ; , .. , - ~r·, .- 1 , 1· ,I · ,, : } :·: · ~.--.· ~.:· • : " ' \_ ; : I 

.' '' ' . ! ' . ; I \ . • ','; .: j ,J. • ' . I :: ; • 1
1

; I • • : ·_ !· ·.: ·- .... !le-- ... • · ' , ~ · - • .: , \ ' i ,' . · i :. 1 : 1 I · ' 
1 

, 1 ' , : • • t . :·: ' ~ ' -. ' '' ; ' 1 . . . ... ·. :~ ~; . ! \ ~ •. • : 

:, ·::' •, : :· .... ::_,.1) ·:·: ;'_~, 
., ,. 

NW: 15888 Docld: 70100300 Page 15 
. . . . 

,•. 

. __ .....:.. -~. _ _. ___ ,;_·_~J..- - ·---- -----·- ' . . -· ·-· ··- --- · .. ------· ---'-

,·, 

I . 

i ' 
I 

' 

I I 

- ___ ______ ____, 



I . 

. ( . 
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. , ' 

·~~ . th~ .'c<;)liege ~or 'the . Cit:y_ of .~e~. Yo,rl< for al>o.ut 20 ·years; .. 
that:-;ne :wae Nati;on'al': Pre'Sideht' of· the Adult: -.Education ; Con:.. . : 
i'er~ric'c,.f tha~ . hiS :rield is· Psychology·! and· Phi:losophy; · tJ:iat. · .· 

. ·he·'''i's ' .the ,' author ·oi ''abO'ut ·-a diff'erent : book's~ · .: :· .. ·: . ' . 
·.') ',· =_·.~ j .. \ ·:· - ·~· '· ·. ~ .. , .. : .· ; ~ · -'·.· . . :. , •· r._ ~-· ... ·_· . . .· ., .. 
• . :i :·:-:That;:_he ,n.eard him spehlt , n,er~ ; ift· .Aus.tin an<t-that he . 
spoke\ ()n ;,JJ;>~a.l , · Wa.vs and Means iri.!As'Sistmg ·in· th~ War; that 

. he said. ~ot;,hf.M . that . cou;Ld. b.e . C,<;>I)strued a~ being ~ any wq 

,.:. ,, ... · ·- ~·~*:~0.::f·~-:;.;:.:.;.':(~·:·t·~ :·'· {:.:-: : :>:::.i ':~··: :: :·.,.·.: .. · ... ·: : · ·~: · ·;: ... . :. :·. ~ ·, ·::: .'::,.· .. · ::: .... :· .. : ; ,· . 
, . . . : .' ·: '·. : ·'·' iThat;\ooth<subj'ects· are · now po'rbabl.y .·fil-ling . epeaking . ·- ' ", 

··· .. ·· · ·. ·: ~&e:gein~tits : :tn ~·:9tiica&o':/.-~litn~i's, '.at : the '.Pte sent tinte(t . 
' ·:! ::;,. !: :-:I I • _: .. ,.'.f., · ... f 

0 ~ 0

'.' I '
0 
~~ " • .' ~ ~ 

0 

1
• •_·, •: .. • 

0 

: I ~-:-• 0 
- • - ~ ; • 

0 
! 0 , ' .' ' 0 

0 
_ 

0 

• 

· ·.-:'!;· ... · .. CORREcTION: ;., .Hr~~~··wessendorf' · a'i:d· not ·hear· 'Dr. :~OVERSTREET, 
r r ,.., ,. ..,. :I " ' ;· ,. , ._ ., · , 1•. . . , \ ... t: . . .. • •., . ' '• • · ,. ! •· · • , ., 

~u~' -·~~~:r.~·: ~ff~d -':M.;~t. QV~'.JJ~~ , b.ef~re . t~e P'PA,.,in · S,an-: .. ~~onio .• 
: .::.-: !:~ :~ ~ ·. : ' : :{~ . ~~ ~ ~-. ; _- ~~~ ~ :; ~ -~ ~~~~~-~~~:·~ ~:~~~:'{.·--~· .:-~:;~ ~- ::{'" : .; .-..... ~-. :; . -.~ :· ~~ ~ : . .. : .. ~ ·. :-: : ·~. ··: : ,.: :' ..::~~- : ·-~ 17 . <-_) ' : !· ;:. ; : .· ·. \ .. 

: i',:: · ;·~.rB.otli:~:,O'f :: :t.tf~s~ !"-su'9j_ect,s : .:~r~ .. wtit.t :en: up. }n ;:'t;wHOt_s·· :V1H 0 : IN 
· ~iCJ\>f .,,.~: :Page1i1Q9Q.;:.No1~~,;·.·22 . ot. ·tnJs : b~ok1 :~~:tcli>1gives :'a• 'very 
. gQ()~ l ~4~,'-qpmpt~~~ii~iV:e pac~r.ounp :pr .... ~h~ ~e ' \~~l>j.~ct s 't , lives. . 

:. ;:: .·.:·! : :·~~:~-~::.:·~:..'.'~; :.:·.\.;: · -~~~~~~-~ ~.:· .:·t: -~ · ~t"; · :?::-~:-> ~ :._' :·: :~w ... : · ;~-· -<:: ·, 1"::. r. .. ::·: ;·> :.;~h:~i.-~:~:; ·>.:rr .. ;:r:~~ · :· ·:; : . ~: :: · ~ · 

· . · ·P,r,• ·,~-~y~~LANJi? ,. ~i~e not . saying : ~o,. ir.\ .. P~~ werk~, !It• 
diea~e~ . t~at;. , ~~t:b.~d;:~earcL some · oritiei_sm <?.f7:~-~e~-1e9tur-e;;at · · 

:~~?~~~::~_;~~~~r.'~ >-~- ·~\ .... . ;:·:·;:. >:· .. · . .... : : ... ~.·-~· ... ·/;:. .. : .. ,..~:~ .. :.· .. :: .~ .... ;.:;·.··' ... 
>:.: :::.:0n: 5/~5./42, - ' .:t': contacted Mi~s Dalila ·-~a'berfy, : employee of 
the··citi~~erts,'. ~atj,;9na.J.·· Barik.'i of: Tyler;·.- 'fei~s; :!- k'ci ;: sh:Ei ·said tha._ ·. 
ail~htr~ird)!r. :.~a - Mr.s+. oyE,R~TREET_ le~tur~, ~P~-~e;· . t,hat it wa~ 
a .great"' disappo~t.ili~~t; :': that . a .· great· ~:· peQp;Le· l~.f~ :the. Hall 
·oero:re·:·th'(t iectur.~: wa:s: -over~ _. · .. · . ·· · · ·, "':,.= ·. >:i·.:-; ·:>. ' ':.- ::~~~ ._;, 

. ~:- ~ -.:~ ·< .::· .. ;._·, :<·_.:;\_ .... :~· :\.?'· .. ·· ~: · :··.·~·· · ~ - ..... -;-~~, _.;~ ~ --: =::. : .. .. · .. \ . '·:-·· · ·.-:~ .. : :.~: ;:' :· :(_;~:, .. · ~ ~: - ... · ·.;. ,~-:~·-~. >" :;: - ~ to~,...) ,. ~~ 
· ·' .~ - 'i'hat·· ~.'she '.:'f'etcat'is::that:·,the Dr~ said·; thaot';· ,,w(,'s:~ouid'·,not . · 
Pa~·e . th~:<c:;,e.~:a#!: :P:~:6p1~;· ' tli:iit .. qe . had : l~veti '• .. ~pf®{ifieiri'.:·:rc;r • sane 
ti:i.tti~i ~and~t.hat . h~:<kn~ "liow' lovabie they 'were'(~li1-~a;ra,~ter, and 
that we~;a:re .iaige;Lf. ·r:eapo.n~ible ·,ror _t.l:ie4.r., pr~i:(ep~.>e.c?.ndition "- · 
this 1~ ·th~ · s'illf§t'dricie :' :afVahe·· recailed ·.it •. ·.: ;sfiit:::'ii:l:fo .~'h'tiard them 
.say~ .~h-~~ .. - -,-~~-~-··.:~w*~~?~~;:i: ~~:·. our . c?ildl':"!~ .. ~·~~:~;t'~~:~t:~~~~:.r.eQple. 
· · · . an: 5/2.5/~j)l: : :ajao:"'eontaet-~<1 · .Prof·• F~ ).i~ ·~ua,thi'~1· :::Principal · 
·at one ·or· t}:ie :·•. Ci~y; · schqols·· there,:· and . he . ·re·¢~·U·Qa , ab;out.: ·the 
s~e . th~ .t~atH.ti:~s ~ ~ri.errt · did,;lie~ ·~:!.so · s_ai~')·~W~~ :be~·.i~,rt·· 'bet ore 
'a;J..l was ovef;,~ t':nat-!~-he~;jliS.t :·: didritt . . ll,k~ :the · · ~~c~.~~~~,;.m~:l;what they 

. yrere· sa~~·,?.'' : : :" '' .... .- :··.: .. ·; ,··: . : ·\· ~·: .. · ...... , ~: ... · ... 

. ' 

l - ·" ·. 
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On 5i26/~; I also contacted Mr" EWELL c. WILLIAMS:, Assist­
ant CaTsttter ot the Citizens National Bank of that place, -and he 
recalled · that~ Dr. 01/ERSTREET said that we should not hate the 
German people, .nor shouid we allow ou,r ·children to do so, be-­
-cause he had_ l:ived With them tor several years and knew how· 
lovable they were in character, and that they were not alto­
gether responsible for their present condition~ That the pre­
sent condition-there is due to ~few leaders -and not to the 
masses, and he, at least intimated, 'tpat the United States was 
partly respon!111ble for their present condition. 

· ~ 5/26/42., I also conta~ted Attorney D~Y LAWRENCE, 
office in Peoples Bank Building, Tyler, Texas,- and -Who intro­
duced subjects ,at this ·lectilre, ~d he states that Dro OVER• 

. STRm did BSJ' that we ahopld not hate the German people nor 
should ·weallow our ehildred to do· so. 

On :t,he same. day; I interviewed Mr~ TOJ.! ~, an attorney~ 
,in Citizens Natio~~ Bank · Buiflding, and President -of the ~chool 
Boarti,!. anc:I he admitted t-hat the people were very much dis­
appoint'ei:t--with the lect~e; that 'he doesn't recall anything 
particularly' disloyal; that Dr. OVERSTREET did mention that we 
ought . not to hate the German people; that ~ the conditions there 

·were due. to onli~a few ~d-·no~ the masses; that these pe9ple 
were really lovable in character. __ · ..1 

. "·~ 

On the same daY I also talked to Mr., HARRY D, SHUFORD, 
ot the Moore Wholesale Groc~ry Company, .'ryler,-.:Texas, and he 
says that the whole iect\lre ·was ·not satist'aetory to him; that 
it didn'f:t have · the ;ring of loyalty to himo 

' . . . . . . • . . 
J • 

That,; after -the main lecture was over, . the subjects then 
perinitt.ed ·those ':·in the audience to ask them}lue.stlona, and 
ths.t~ne~sked Di':~ ·ov·.EaSTREET, in substance,· .tit he _:·di,!Jn't be­
li~ie that/ the rir·st concernin of -\the United Stat..es, .. nc)W is to 
make ah i all-out• ·: $.trort tor o!t'ense and de.fen'a~laf · .That the 
Dr. -replied 1;.h~~- t{e .. certainly did not belie"i$ that ;was· the _ 
most important ··1;.t:i~ at the present time, but ~hat . the $ubject . 
of Rehabilltatioli after the war is over is the most _ :impc:>rtant. 
Mro Shuford also -St~ted that· oom~ one · else iri . the audi~nce also 

. emp1ified the question at that time and that the :or •. ·l!~.s . still 
of the opmon .ttxat ·a·e_habilitation was more-~o~.an~th,an , 
an -•all-out• eff_qrt; _at, this i;.imeo 

-6-
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DALUS # lQ0-33.53 
R.. A~ GUMP 
6-17:..4~ 

.. ,"' .· 

, · On ~he same day, l also interviewed Mr:. w. J. Gault, of 
B~er &r. Company, Stock Market,, Peoples Bank Building, and he 
recalled that' Mro ShuforcJ. had asked th.e Dr.; in substance, the 
question · set out · in the foregoing paragraph. He also stated 
~hat he, -himself,.,_ then spo}te. up and told the Dr\<> CNERSTREET 
t)iat 'i~he. t.hought ~.p·erhaps he had misUnderstood the. question pro­
pounded by· Mr• ~~ord; that h·e .was of the opinion that Mr~ 

I Shuford was askipg·,:}?.im i:f:' he, .didn't believe that the 'f'irst 
·_ thiri8 we should ·do .is to/ do everything that we can to win the 
war and: then let ·the Reha,bilitatioh take care · of its~lf' ~ter 
the war. ;s won,, · arid that Dr.- OVERST.REET repli~d that the: other 
gen~l~~ had juaf!. reprimanded him for ~is opinion, - but ,that 
he ~till. ).!as of. the opinio~ tbat _the s~bj ect ott Jtehabilltation 
WJlS tbe 'most illiportant subject at . this t~e0 , . . 

. ·.- :' -

I· . ~ormat,ion ,is that Mr. and ·Mrs. HARRY A.~ ·oVEilSTREET 
apo·lfif there · ~qer 'the au·spices of the~Jlogg Foundat1c>n, but .. 
were brought 'there ;tq ·the Tyler Family ·Educatioqal ~olincil, 
composed of several citizens. 

W~t.h referen:oe · to _.~:. D •. K. CAW~, ; he is . a member of 
this Countil; _ ie a b~chelor a})out 50 years of age.,· an ·oil 
operator,, is int'ensely illterested in Junior. Col_leges; .has 
hel-ped eev~ral worthy bOys . and girls through . school, and is 
a · very r.eputable :·cit1zen~ 11 · · 

.. • ! 

\..\ 

I 

· It is · noted that~- Pro -OVERsrREET . is reported to . have b~en a ' 
' . . . I \ • 

professor at the City College of N~ Yol'k City for a .'period· of. 20 ~ars, '.fher&-
for~., a lea~ is being ' set ·out f9r the·_ New York C~ty Field Division to obtc:dn · 

- Stibjectf~ reputation at the time he .was connec~ed With _that College •. 
I . ~- . ~ . 

\ 

, .. ' .) 

.... . 
r\: 

. - ~ I 

.! 

) . 

' () 
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'DALLAS ·# -lOQ-.3.35.3 
~R:• · ~-:-.. -'; 'GUMP 
f>;.-17;,.42 

' . . . : 

' 

..... ,". . . ... ~ ... t.' ;: .. :1..... . : : 1':, ,· : .·,, 

. · . . '' '.·:U~EVELOPED. lEADS . .' \ ~ . ' 
. .• . . . , ' : . ~.. . ; . :.t' ,:. ' :. I,! ... I • ; • • I I .~ !· : • . . . 

NEW .YORK CITI .. FlELD ~DIVISION 'I . I ': , ·.' ' . : - ' .'. • . . . ' 

.·.·"{ I ··, · , : '.~./ : '.;,,·;,;: · ·~~.::' -' ·.:, .. -::: :::;;,;• ... ,· .. " :.•' i .. ·;;;,·, :;•., • ...... .' .... :/ , • 

'·,,. .. , At-·New -York CitY: ·. Wfll 'c'bnduct-:-.:'inve·stigation .at; .. ;_t'ne:~'·~itii·:·~9~;I:~ge ·of ·New 
.~Yo~~it;v to: determine · Subjec~·f, a: ;r~putation ·at ·the , timif ·,he~~af!~ #':p~~.essor 

_}(t;;tt.hat College .in .the · Phiil~(eqphy _-:p·ep.a.~~nto. :. ··· _. . , _:· ... . i·:··. ,--.:. :: 
.·t··f··_··--.. ,--_;<::;_ -~f·/·_. ·_ ·.;. ·_:i· .· .... • · •'': '·: • • ·;.;:_;;.:·:; ·> ·.· :·' :·. ..:· ·'• .. ·; ·_; \;:':t ,_. 

. ::.-;;~,."Yr.. , ; .. l~ : .:•:~ : !,,,' :~· \.,.' ' I :·.·;:,;·:' .. .,,: ,!,'}!.·, '•·:' ', 
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SAC, ~ew York Cit~ 

Dear Sir: . 

·" -; , .. 

Dallas, Texas 
January 16, 1943 

RE: Dr. and Mrs. HARRY A. OVERSTREET) 
IN'!'ERN~ SECURI:rY - G. 

' ·., 

Reference is made .to the report of Special Agent R. A. GUMP 
1 

dated · at_' 
· Dailas, Texas, June 171 194" wherein there is. a lead .s~t forth for your 
~rttee to conduct investigation at - ~ew York Cl,ty. · ·· · 

Will you please eJ!Pedite tbis investigation, in order that this case. 
may be .brought ~o . a logical conclusion? 

ECW:FB 
100.335_3. 1 o 

-·. ~~ !;, . ·~·· .. 

Very truly yo1,1rs, · 
'. 

R. G. DANNER 
Speoial -Agent in Charge 

NW: 15888 Docid: 70100300 Page 20 
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Directoro 

' . 

1200. 'rOw\\h," P~tl'Ol(IWA 
· Dallas 1 T~.xa~ · 

tederd ~e.au . of InveLJtiga.t;ton' 
W&.$M.rl~<m~ Ot ·c. · 

a. a. DANtma 
SpecUJ. Agent. in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FormNo.1 
THISCASEORIGINATEDAT l)A.Ll.AS, TEXAS NY , FILE NO. 100.27487 MOB 

REPOR'( MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 

NEff YORK, H. Y. 5/7/4! 
TITLE 

PERIOD FOR 
WHY.;t;1,.~DE 
3,2~::/43 

REPORT MADE BY 

JOSEPH W" RlCRMOHI>. 

DR. AND MRS. ' HARRY A. OVERSTREEt 
CHARACTER OF' CASE 

STOD~AL DETi1NT!ON .... G 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

REFERENCEs 

D_ETAILSt 

· SUbject, I:iARRt A. OVERSTREET, appointed P_rot"essor 
or Philosophy at (?ity Oo).logf:) of liY in l911J retired 
9/l/39. Inyestigation fail&J to reveal any proaNad 
SYJilP athies. 

_Report ot Speoia~ A~ent -R. A. Gump, dated June 17, 1942 at 
Dallas_, Texas. 

- At New York . 
, Mrs. · HELiN BEYER.,_ Payroll D1v181o~ of the_ City Oollege ,ot New York,· 

advised that HARRY A. OVERS~REET bad been appointed full ?rofessor or Philosophy 
at the college in 1911 · and retired on September 1, 1939. According to the 
record~ · he received . a sabbatical · leave from September 1925 to January 1, 1926 

. for travel and study. He was .made head at the Philosophy Department at the 
City College ot New York on July 1, 193.7~ The record retlect6d he .waa bern 
on October 25, 1876. 

Professor ABRAHAM EPBL of the Philosophy Department at c.c.N.Y. stated 
he had knqwn -Professor OVERSTREET since 1931 and, in f'~ct, .received his appoint-
ment through Professor OVERSTREET. ·He had the greatest rospecttor the · 
latter's ability, integri~y and Americanisnt and stated that -ovERB'l'REET had 
always been an· opponent or the. totalitarian philoi!iopey and had 'strongly . 
omphashed the traditional 1\merican valueo. He, hcw~ver, stated that Professor 
OVERSTREET was very open•ttd,nded and lu:ld the philosophic pattence to find. ·out 
the elements- of . value an~ disvalue in a given doctrine. He stated ·_t~t the 
~bjact had tr~veled widely and at one t~e ~ taught .at the University ot 

APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 

<;OPIES OF THIS REPORT 

SPECIAL AGENT 
. IN CHARGE 

1· ~ Bureau_ 
I · lEV Dallas 

2 Ne" York 

l ' 
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I · Cal~tornia· 1~-- San r'ranci~co. , He atate~ that the subjeet•s wite shared 
r his ~ttitude ill philC)sophio . and po~ittical ma.ttsrll. . . 

\ . . . 

.. 
DEAN MORTON GO'f'l'SCB4LK of the Clty College of New York, advlaed 

that the subject was a graduate of the tlniwrsity of California and was a 
Rhodes $Cholar ill the early years .when .'Rhodes scholarships were first 
introduced~ After studying · at O#'oi'd Univcrsi ty in England, be taught at 
California (Uid came to . O.'C.N.Y~ iu 1911. DEA.lf GOTTSCP.A.LK st~ted tba.t the 
subject was a ealiton:Uan by bl~th. lie pointed out that the ~-subject was 
interested' in adult education end duriilg his later years With'. ·thb university, 
spent less and less time on 'aoad®do philosophic problems, devoting tnore 
time to adult education 8Dd :lectured to women.•s groups. He has written 
a number ·or popular books on this ques:tiono . DEAN Go't'l'SCHALK advised tJiat 
the subject was decidedly opposed to the Nad philosophy and, .in fact0 
his sympathies were qUite the qontraey~ The Dean advised that the -s8me 
was ' true ot subject's m·f•.- lie fUrther pointed o~t that if anything. tbe· 
aubjeot might be accused of Communistic leani!igs although this likewise 
was n~t the truth. Such an aoeueation 11111 result from subjec1;'8 innocent 
partioipati_on ·in such groups as a result of his liberal vi~oi.nts. Subject 
has constantly discussed and fought for the rights ot Hagroes and at one 
time -was connected with the Committee to Aid Loyalist Spain. 

' 

. ..,REFERRED UPON COMPIZl'ION TO OFFICE OF OR;IGIN• 

' ' 
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MEMO TO SAC: 

, - · 
. •, 

Dallas, Texas 
November 19, 1954 

Re: Dr. and Mrs. HARRY OVERSTREET 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

At 4:15 PM this date, Mrs. HARRY OVERSTREET, who is 
residing at the Highlander Hotel in Dallas, Texas, 
telephonically advised that she and her husband had 
just arrived in Dallas, Texas, where her husband had 
been scheduled to give a . lecture before the Dallas 
Health Museum Guild. She stated that although her 
husband had been booked for this lecture, they were 
ndtified last Tuesday or Wednesday that the lecture 
was being cancelled, inasmuch as the sponsoring club 
had received information indicating that Dr. OVERSTREET 
was pro-Communist. 

Mrs. OVERSTREET advised that she had talked telephoni­
cally with Mr. NICHOLS of the Bureau on Tuesday of 
this week, from Detroit, and stated that Mr. NICHOLS 
had advised her to contact you upon her arrival in 
Dallas. 

Mrs. OVERSTREET advised that she and her husband would 
like to come to the Dallas Office on Monday next, 
November 22nd, at 1:00PM, and talk with you concerning . 
this matter, in connection with Mr. NICHOL's suggestion. 

WRJ:bjb 
100-3353 

SA w·. R. JENKINS 

.I o D w 3 3 .! ~ .. ~ _ _13 
I . .:: .. ~~-:-~~-~-II.::~~';·:.;~ -~:~-~~; 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
-~ ) ,1.;.~ .·. ".•( ' ,\7-; 

SAC' · Dallas . ( 100-.3353) 

DR. and MRS., HARRY A •. OVERSTREET 
SECuRITY MATTER .- C 

,- . ',.. .. ...;-.. 

11-24-54 ' 

ATTENTION: Mr. L. B. NICijOLS 
Assistant to the Birector 

On . ll-19-5·4 Mrs. HARRY OVERSTREET, residing at the Highlander · 
Hotel, Dalla.s, . Texas,. telephonically advised that she and · 
Dr. OVERSTREET had just arrived in Dallas, where they had 
been scheduled to give .a lecture before the Dallas Health 
Museum. _Qu;i..!Q.; _however, they had only recently ~eceived notice . 
that t~~fE?c·tur-e· was being· c'ancelled and· we:l"e· given the · · ·· · ·. !'· 

nebulous reason that it had been cancelled due . to information 
rec.eived that Dr. OVERSTREET was "pro-Communist 11 

• • 

.... ·M.rs ·-; .. OvERSTREET··stated she had brought the matter to the · 
attention· of Mr. L. B. NICHOLS of theBureau and it hadbeen 
suggested that she report the matter to the Dallas Office. · 

Dr •. and -Mrs • . OVERSTREET came to the Dallas Office at 1:.00 ··p.M.- · 
11-22-54, . . at· which time they produced a letter sent by E. L. · · 
BRISTER, Attorney, Wilson Building, Dallas, Texas, dated 
11.:..6-;4, addressed to the Walden Programs, Inc., Algonquin 
Hotel, 59 vlest 44th Street, New York Ci_ty, advising that their 
lec·ture on mental health before the Museum Guild of the Dallas · 
Health Museum, scheduled for 11-19-54, had been cance'lled: 
No reason was given, however, for the cancellation. ·Dr. and 
Mrs. OVERSTREET stated they had endeavored thr~.ugh officials 
of the museum guild to determine the official reason for the 
cancel-lation~ and fi-nally h.ad detel:'mined it was on the bas:Ls 
of an American Legion listing that they had appeared before the 
House commit'tee on Un-American Activities for questioning 
concerning donations and possible memberships in organiza• 
tions under, investigation . by that ·body.~ They mentioned that 
there. hadbeen a nebulous reference to the .fact that the 
cancellation was due to information re.eeive·d from the FBI •. 
They sal~ t _hey realized .that such information was tota·lly · 
titlf.ounded; ·but they desired· to have it reiterated that· the 
B1,1reau furnishes no. informatlon to anyone not legally e~titled 
t ,o same.. They were given · this very . definite assurance, and 
specifically in their ins ance. 

AM:FB 
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Dr·. and Mrs. OVERS'fflEET advised that they appeared b~fore a 
gro4p of interested patrons or the museum guild at a specially 
calle'd meeting the evening of 11-22-54, at which time they 
explained to this particulargroup the issue. involved and the 
fact ~hat they had received letters from ·the ·:stat~ ·Department . 
and .Mr~. HAROLD VELDE or the House committee in which they had 
been cleare·d?:"'ot\~:,any previous stigma which might have been placed 
upon them by yirtue or their appearance before the HCUA, : . 

Both ~~~- ~ - and Dr. O'VER$TREET expressed their deep appreciation 
of tl;le . Qpportunity of' discussing t;his matter with th.e Dallas · 
Office· and. wer~ .particularly · appreciative of the courtesies · . . 
extende4; to . th~rq J:>Y .. :~" L. B~ . NICHOLS of the B'\lreau~ 

' . . . ' .. . 

' .: -~. 

Mrs. : .. OVERS.TR~T·: s'ta ted that it was her 1nte~t~c:>n in ~he near 
' . . 

future: to connnunicate: with Mr. LEE PENNINGTON or the American 
Leg'fon; .. ·sUgg¢sting ·that it would be dea.irable for the Legion to · 
bri~up' to ~ate its list of individuals whom the Legion may suapeQt 
of unAmerican it'lcliri'at.i ·ons . and particularly to remove from· such · · 
list those who h~ve been given clearance by the HCUA and the 
State~epartment • 

. ~· 
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SIXTEENTH ANO.,SPRING ROAD. NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON 10, D- C. 

April 27, 1955 
HUDSON 3-440 0 

Dear Mr. Murphy, 

We will be coniing back to Dallas this 
weekend for seve.ral days or· work -- with the Methodist 
Church and Southern Methodist University; and as .the 
i;;ime draws near; we find ourselve::~ thinking how nnich 
we would like to have ano'ther visit with you. This 
time, we would hope, it · could be a visit not centered 
on any personal problems of ours. While we keep our 
fingers crossed, we have had no ·intimations --so far 
of trouble there. So we would just like to drop in, 
if we may, and talk with you about other matters that 
are more happily on our minds -- and some of which have 
been put there by Mr. · Nichols.. A two-hour talk with 
him, a couple of weeks ago, has left us full of What 
we might call creative perplexities. 

Monday will be fully occupied with · 
institute sessions at the Church; but we will try to 
get a chance to phone you to ask for an appointment 
for Tuesday -- any time Tuesday. So won't you make 
room. for us that day if you can? 

We both look forward to another interval 
in your office.. It proved a peculiarly healing place 
last time. This time, may we use it as a thinking place? 

Cor~CU~-
#-o"liir· • H•A• : . 1 

cv;j' rl ' ff 
--~~ vv~~v'1) . ?(-:. 

) . /p.s3 rr-~~~ 
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\ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Plewe Refer to 

File No. WASHINGTON 2S, D. C . 

Mr •. ~ra~c:h E:· Ctoafby 
Federal $-uteau of ~v~~¥~8fl.ttP:n 
iOZ. U. $. Co\U:'t aov.se B\lildillg 
Phoenix. Arbn~ ·· 

~- .l:te!: Pr. lJarty · • ¢ver~tte~* _ tt 9t 
, <t~C!-~ . J ... ~-. . •~..,..,~ W, Ov~nt~et. 3 'JI· ft~4f?,yi J7-} !J ; " ·w~{\' l . . . . ; . . IY '..l..-

J\s il rEJ~W.t of ~e r~cEi6t ·1~~her>n ".J.tgagern~~~ whl.¢h yQ.u bad 
with the Overstte.e.ts·, the 8\lteau. bati rec~iv~d n:u.m't;irott's letters pr()testing 

i · you,r a~tji'On. on tP.~ gJ;"t;,UJids tba~ this· t~presente4 a,ppr()Yal Q£ the Overstreets 
' arid as a reE~~h the ,a.iiteau hae be~n inje~-t~d. into !leed:l~ss controversy. 

Whil~ it is nu§ ~a~ tb~ Ov~ret1f4a~ts b&ve ~een in to~ch from t$me to tim.~ 
·w~th M.1>. Nichoh !1lf. the Bureau ~nd Mr. Nic~ois Wi>itned you. oi the 
Ove rstreeia' vieh tG P~o~tii~. the !ac~ te~lJ);e tha~ w-~ Jnust be e;cce~cllngly 
¢a1Jtlous ~1) avoi4 pl~ting oureetvee, 111 a tioeitioi't; wh•rehl public ¢on:Ul;l~nt <:4\ii 
be m de which r: ftec:ts 'l);tlfaitt u- o · the Bttreau •. .. a . . . , . .. .. . e . . _ , . . __ y p . n _ .. . .. 

~, .. l 4Jf> ~<Jt :mean lot on.~ f"llQro.,nt that we sho"ld tak~ a stand. ~ithet· 
for c;; •g~me~ ~~- Over$~~:ee~e nor ~Jtyor,m ~J~e; bl,it ·iJi tt~e - f4:tu:re, sh(luld the 
Qverstre~ts ~oti~e.~ ~Uher you. or th~ .s~dal ,Ag~nts in ¢barg~' at Dallas eond 
LQS Angeles. W .• th wb,.~~ they ha.Ve prevlo'Qs~y b~en. in ¢1)P,tac:i, i~ Wo\lld be 
b~g~ly Ufid~,h·-~le fo~ you to hav~ ~oeial ~on~e•s with the Overi!t.teets. 
Th<sre ie np ~bje¢tion, Qf c:ou_rse " t() th~ Qverst;reel$ c~ii.ing upon: a~y offi~e 
of~ BU,t~U .f..~te thtY EJbP be rece~ved ·<:Burtem.tsly. How,ver; we 

~~ 
~- -~, . 

.• ~~· 
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.eb,~~g, :4-Y:O.id pl.-.~ ~t>trt~:}v~·s -~- •-fty··p()a~UoJt wh~rein: <:ba;r.ge!l: ~- be ~e, 
regardless Ql ;th~r. · be~g; ~etified. -o~; ·.tot, which uyect ·the~ .hr.eau. {nt_o 
ll')Cltters· ;Qf ope-a ~~tover•t~ 

. ..{ 

.cc - SAC's ·, 'Qall'a<&: a.------· 
.:1..~$ ~-·~8 . 
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~~." ___ Edgar Hoover 

.lobn· Eclg_a.r llbove-r 
I()irectc:>r' 



TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY IIMIZ !!;DITION 
GSA GEN. ftEO. NO. 2:7 

lOI0-101 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, . DALLAS (100-3353) DATE: 1/28/65 

FROM J.OE A·. PEARCE 

SUBJECT: DR-. HARRY A-. OVERSTREET. 
BONARO OVERSTREET (wife) 
SM - C 

On the above date at 9:50a.m. Mrs. Dorothy M. 
residing at the Highlander Apartments, Apartment-2"0 . , 
number unknown, 4217 Loma Alto, Dallas, Texas, tel phonically 
contacted this office and advised that she had fi e pages 
or documentated evidence that subjects were conn cted with 
communist front organizations. 

Mrs. Curtis began her conversation with t e statement 
"This is not a crack pot call". This same statement was made 
numerous times during the conversation. 

Mrs. Curtis stated he wanted someone to come to her 
apartment today and obtain the above mentioned pages concerning 
subjects. Subjects were in Dallas only three days ago and 
gave a lecture; pal place unknown. Mrs. Curti~ stated subjects 
were both definately Communists and should not be allowed to 
make sppeches in Dallas or this country. 

ACTION: Reopen case and have two SA's contact Mrs. Curtis. 
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SAC, DALLAS (100-3353) (C) 
(ATTN: JOE A. PEARCE) 

SA THOMAS J. CARSON 

DR. HARRY A. OVERSTREET; 
BONARO OVERSTREET (wife) 
SM- C 

Re memo of IC JOE A. PEARCE, 

DATE: 
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On 1/28/65, an a·ttempt was ~.de by above agent and 
SA WALLACE R. HEITMAN to contact the :complainant i re . 
memo at the Highlander Apartments, Apt. 201, 4217 ·' oma Alto, 
Dallas, Texas. The complainant,~r.S•~~QIR!_g , 
advised .the switchboard operator ,tl)at she was 11 and did 
not wish to see any agents that qay. · 

,' no attempt 
w,ill be made to_, recontact her concerning the complaint in 
Vlhe re memo.,/·' 
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