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Tenn.

/• „ Harrlmaj
J. ^7^
From;

To;. ^r.John Edgar noovcr,no BuJ.ngton Term.

Subject; Highlander Folk 3chool,tfonteagleTenn<
"j.

Your attention is respectfully called to the communistic activities
of The Highlander Folk School of Eonteagle Tenn. In a letter of March 6,IS? r

you instructed the writer that since Vihere ie no Federal statute in regard '

-to such activities that the Bureau was unable to investigate. This is very
f

.

'unfortunate indeed. This school is a fcot-bed of communism and anarchy.* tbif.
' is proven by the part taken by its members in the strikes at Harriman Tenn.
laiey Tenn. and at the present at Rockwood Tenn. It is the opinion of the
writer that this school should be investigated. .If it were possible an *

agent of the Dept. should be sent there £4 as a student. He would find that
a statute was being violated-possibly TREASOE.

The writer has no axe to grind, and is asking for nothing. He does
not know a single member of the faculty nor the name of a student in this
Highlander Folk School. But he knows enough about this institution to know
that- there is something radically wrong. Al60 he ie a great admirer of Tfe*

Director of The Federal Bureau of Investigation. He is proud of the record e

of The Dept. of Justice since J.Eggar Hoover became its head. He approves , .

of the action Of The President in not permitting politicians to remove Mr. ';

Vnnver as the Director. While Mr.licKellar is an -admired friend/ the writer
is apposed to his attitude in regard to cutting the appreciations for .

.his Dept. Therefore this letter ie written in the spirit of a logal
citizen and an ex- soldier. The natives here are
:t loved East Tenn. is being w Honey-combed rt wit
the Highlander Folk School is the hot-bed.

oyal people. But this
jmuniem and anarchy. And
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
This ca»e originated at MEMPHIS, TE?mE35EE

•qix no. 61-3

REPORT MADE AT

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

OAT* WHEN MAM

1-29-40

miQonm
WHICH MAOC

1-19-40

HIGHUND FOLK SCH00L,"Uonteagle,

Grandy County, Tennessee
,,^Uon1

c^

MPOIITMADB »Y J^f\m0
0>^'

CHARACTER OT CAM

SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES
"(COlflTJNIST ACTIVITIES)

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

K

/

/

i

Copy of speech delivered by JAMES i

'

.

-~*j

^OGMBROWSKI, Chairman, Highland Folk # ^ ;
'

'" . «

School at HiXLsboro Presbyterian Church/ I^Qvj 1 -.
~:

November 19, 1.939 and at the Chapel, • .

-v>>
...

Doctor's Building, Nashville, 'i'ennessee, .

November 20, 1939, furnished Memphis i "'

/^
'-'•

Office. Additional names listed therein '-j,

of persona connected with Highland Folk

School, on whom K.T. cards submitted.

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 4HHHHHV
Memphis, Tennessee, dated 11-13-39. *i

*

DETAIIS i AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE t / *

' ' As noted by reference report, the Highland^ Folk cr tij <£1
School is alleged to be coranunfatic and the names of all o CT ^/h ^
persons mentioned in a series of newspaper articles appear- o £5 ^
ing, in the Nashville, Tennessee "Tennessean* newspaper as jg *g gj
having some connection with the school have been submitted

*""*

to the Bureau on Nationalistic Tendency cards.

£63$>

Mv On January 19, 1940 , ,

—^^^_JMHP who manifested a keen dislike for personsO
engaged in subversive; activities, stated ^that" some one had •& tSS

furnished him a mimeographed copy ^embodying a summary of- a ^WW

*\

R jy^*. discussion by JAMES DOM3RC&7SKIj Chairman, Highland Folk-
?
^**ETfcchool, delivered at the Hillsboro Presbyterian Church on

f

^

COPIES OF THI» RERORT

6 - Burea*
2 - Louisville
2 - Memphis

00r<i'jb£ DWrJHWED
' 7S APR 24 136V

OO NOT WRITE IN THEME *RACE»

ii-:^^// 4^> fcti^
19V

JAN 3 1 A.ivu

-a
D2I

W-- -..J, «. s. WBHrn T—KWM



M(Mr . flr iq -iQOQ and in the Chapel, Doctor's Building,

cards have not been previously prepared:

#/*

----
both of whom are aentioned as officers of the Alumni Asso-

\-w •:;V Motion tf the Highland Folk School and nho are mentioned
** h ^

-

as^rso£ l^posfelsion of the Thanksgiving weekend reports

w - -,:,,-;
as **"„ 1^ activities of the alumni idio i»ere present at

^'rr^ JTSo^^^SiSS Folk School. All others^

listed as composing the Advisory Committee of the Highland

Folk School, namelyt / ' "~

DR. HEINHOli) NIEBUHR, Chairman,
;

..

_

-

Union Theological Seminary;

DR. ARTHUR SWIFT}

MISS MrRY^VAN KLEECK, Director of Industrial Studies,'

Russell Sage Foundation;

DR. GECRGE S. COUNTS of the Teachers College and

President of the American Federation of Teachers;

ROGER BALDWIN, Director,
.

"
-'.-....' ;

'

:
'

American Civil Liberties Union;

DR. SHERVfOOD EDDYj

MR. FRANZlANIEL, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of

America; J

The Reverend TOIilAM CTOFFORD, Director, Church

League of Industrial democracy.

" 2-
6/- W- 2
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Additional copies oftheNati^nalis^

^dhav^e^dyo^
^^Jl^ivisiOTnor'tts information.

Nationalistic Tendency cards on all persons listed

above are being submitted to the Bureau.

ENCLOSTOESi TO THE BUREAU

19 and 20, 1939.

TO THE LOUISVILLE FIELD DIVISION

ThroecoolfiSofNa^^

-:.« W~«»»i i' l iT I ^HI.
^

- PENDING -
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The Philosophy and Program of the Highlander Folk School.
P summary of a discussion by James Dojnbrowski, Chairman,
Highlander Folk School, at the Killsboro r resbyterian
Church, November 19th, and in the "hepel, Doctor's Build-
ing, Nashville, Tennessee, November 2~,th, 1939-

^art I. 1, One important motivation of the majority of those -who

Philosophy have been responsible for the Highlander Folk School has

been the attempt to relate religious Idealism to the
social problems of to-day, particularly to relate the

social aspirations of religion and of the labor movement.

2. This concern for social .justice stands ak the heart of
the prophetic Hebrew Christian religion as set forth by
such men as Bishop Grundwig, the spiritual father of the

Danish Polk Schools, Walter Kauschenbusch, -Harry F. 'Vard,

"Celnhold Niebuhr , and Bishop Francis J, McDonnell.

3. The Social Gospel is the terra used to designate the

type of religious thought expounded by these thinkers.
They emphpsize the importance of the socle 1 factor in the
development of character. The satvetion of the Individual,

according to this school of theology, 1s impossible apart
from the salvation of the whole of noc lety.

-JMttm *Afrfr»*fa

'-'+.

MM

V "

t^^.

?a?t IT. fr. * definition of religion un1ve*s'llv receptee e would

The problem be most difficult to formulate, seid Dr. John Benton in

for his recent inaugural address as Dean of the ^chool of Pe-
Christian ligion of Vanderbilt University. Put it is agreed gener- -

Sociology ally that religion is present whenever we confront the

brute facts of reality with an ideal, or as he put It,

whenever we are aware of the pension between what is and
what ouf.ht to be .

5. The "as ls "-Southern workers (that includes most of us
1
*

number thirteen million, 42^ on farms, 1?% in factories,

with tn income averaging a half of that of the rest of the

nation. Tith a fourth of the population, the south has

two-thirds of the tenants. A tenant earns *>73 a year par

person, a sharecropper from *>3R to $73 per person. In 1935

50^ of all the women in industry in Tennessee made less

than *:i2 a week. A survey of the families removed to make

way tor the Morris dam area showed an average annual cash

income per family of $50. There are five million forgotten

people in the southern mount; ins. 1 iving standards are

commensurate with that income. The average annual expendi-

ture per family for meat and veeet Vies is ^231. in the

south it is less that $150. »nd in Mississippi it is *73«

One out of fiv6 houses in the rural south v as no toilet of

any kind. The average annual expenditure for the education
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of a southern child Is only one-half of the average for
the nation; for a Negro child it is only one-ninth. Be-
cause of the poll tax political democracy is denied to
two-thirds of the population. Economic democracy (coll-
ective bargaining) is restricted even more stringently.

6. The world that "ought to be"- These conditions must be
examined in the light of government research as to poten-
tial living standards if ^all the idle capital, plants and
man-power were put to work. Conservative estimates place
the potential income at $hi500 for every family in the
United States. *»Ve may now be sure of one disturbing fact-
poverty is now entirely voluntary . This fact should haunt
every Christian concerned with establishing a just society,
every citizen interested in a rational society, and all of
us seeking to safeguard democracy. Democracy means free-
dom , and we are not free until >we liberate all of the
potential material and spiritual resources of our nation.

^art ttj, 7. The labor movement , with its labor press, nine million
Tha t can members of unions, and co-operatives, end affiliated bodies
jj^bor is the backbone of the progressive movement seeking to
Contribute change the present order and to establish a more just and

ethical society. Organized labor brings immediate prac ti-
er 1 going to those who need it most. These benefits may be
s ummrr ized :

~%.

a. By raising wages and living strndn v ds.
b. Initiating and enforcing social legislation.
c. Giving dignity to workers; no longer regarded as mere

"hands".
d. Makes democracy work in the economic field through

collective bargaining.
e. Bringing educational and cultural services to workers.
f. Giving concrete expression to the religious ideals of

service and brotherhood which otherwise find but little
practical outlet in the hurly-burly competitive world.

Thus for rational as well as ethical reasons religion needs
labor. And a vital concern by religion for the interests of
labor would be the best safeguard against a complacent, com-

fortable middle class dissipating its ethical Interests in

mere generalities. We need to apply the Social Creed to the
Churches

.

7
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The Program
of FFS.
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fi » Resident Program -

me) ^ur^se - To provide a cultural and educational center

for the tr-ining of a native leedership for the southern

labor movement.

(\>
y Program- Two resident terms a ve^r , each lasting six

weeks. Xn the past these he ve co~e in the summer and

•winter. In 19^0 the resident terms will be held in the

Spring and Fall. This will le. ve the summer free for

week-end institutes for local and international unions.

The students are carefully selected by the educational

committees of their unions or co-operatives. There are

no formal educational requirements other than the ability

to read and write and a desire to serve the labor move-

ment. One or two college students ere accepted each term

but such students must pl~n to work full time in the labor

movement or in social work. In the Winter Term of 1939

2? students came from ten southern states, from San Antonio

to Richmond and represented 9 international unions.

The courses are grouped in two categories: first, the prac-

tical "tool" courses in the work of the union, e.g. public

speaking, and parliamentary law, trude union problems, jour-

nalism, mimeographing, poster making; and secondly, the

background rmd cultural courses such as dramatics, economics,

folk dancinp and group singing, history and recreational pro-

grams .

The methods are a combination of lectures, discussion and

work-sho^. The material as fc r - s possible is based on

the experience of tho students, ^lrsses pre informal. Tn

the work-shop class students experiment with visual mater-

ials, reducing materials from their classes and experience

to grrphic form in charts, posters, etc. S-.mrles of this

materiel wilj be seen in the various publications of the

class in Snglish and Journalism, (see the publication list

of HFS>. There is an attempt to relate the .material from

the various classes, for example, the dramatics group wrote

published and produced five plays this summer. The dramatic

material w.s drawn from the students' experience and from

their discussions in union problems, economics and work-shop

classes

.

Special lecturers augment tho rogular teaching staff during

a resident terra. About twenty-five or thirty prominent pro-

gressive loaders of tho south drawn from labor, governmental

i
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and civic groups discuss various aspects of community and

labor problems, Those discussions with many of the south'

s

loading progressive figures is in itself a liberal educa-

tion. A complete list o£ the visiting lecturers during

the Summer Term of 1939 wz$ publishod in the Pall numbor

of the Highlander Fling .

B, Community Program-

(c> "Purpose - To preservo and enrich the indigenous cul-

tural trcditions of the southern mountains; through de-

mocratic end co-operative procedure to seek actively the

solution of basic community problem?.

(b^ The program* is of an itfornr 1 nature following the

procedures of settlement houses r.d of the Danish Folk

Schools. The activities are suggested by the community,

limited only by the interests of tha group and the skills

of the steff. These activities for the most part consist

of cultural and recreational groups, e.g., piano lessons,

voice culture, group singing, dramatics, marionette and

puppet mr.king, library scrvie, hikes and athletics, commu-

nity newspaper, folk dancing, discussion groups, co-opera-

tive projects, nursery school. Not all of th^so interost

groups are maintained simultaneously, but Vary according

to the resources of the stc ff.

The no- operative ideal is stressed as the best instrument

through which to develop community consciousness, self-

reliance, training in democratic methods, and through which

the resources of the community mr y be made to yield the

best returns. The nursery sfthool, for example, is a co-

oper ctive community project. Eighteen children are enrolled-

Parents hav> ?ontributed through their own initiative and

solicitation small sums for the fuel supplies, although all

are on relief; young men mr.de the benches ^nd equipment;

young girls helped with supervision until *TV"A aid was secured.

/ community discussion group- has beer, meeting continuously

for over r. year* Th^ problems grow cut cf the experience

of the g*ou-. In discussing their own situation thoy grad-

ually got some understanding rnd insights intc the larger

problems of the nation. After an extend- d study of the

philosophy and methods of the co- operative movement, the

group is now attempting to raise som^ working capital for

a co-oparativo. Pumago sales oT ©Id clothes are held once

c month. The last sale was attended by 59 families from

the valley, the surrounding coves and the mountain* In this

way clothes are distributed to the needy at slight cost, and

gradually the basis Vor a co-operative is being established.

1
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This discussion group is experimenting with book-maki^.

Simrle pamphlets have been mtde from materials furnished

by the g^oup, ne^spa^er clippings, cartoons, etc., which

ere mounted in pamphlet form &nd cirrulsted among the

membership. The subjects cov^r Surplus Commodities,

SociO Security Laws, ,rfage end Hour /ct,the Poll Tax, etc.

C« Fxtension Program-

(a) Purpose -To assist la" or groups within the tree served

by the school to develop culture 1 ond ©ducrtional programs.

(b) Program- The services to unions are of a varied nature,

consisting of occasional lectures, to a six weeks 1 insti-

tute. Library services are extend -.-d to neighboring indi-

viduals and groups. Help is given with recreational pro-

grams; materials are furnished for dramatic programs and

discussion groups.

Tht School plant is used by local and international unions

for week-end institutes, especially during the summer months.

An effort is made to maintain r. permanent relationship with

our alumni and to assist them to develop within their groups

educational and cultural programs. At the Homecoming at

Highlander at Thanksgiving week-end reports were made of the

activities of the alumni present. (These reports are in the

process of being mimeographed and may bo had from the offi-

cers of the Alumni Association, Vr. 'V.thers lynch, 41?* Church

Street, Nashville, and }'ts. Christine Benson, mibcrtsville,
Kv. , c'o T. V. A.)

r art V. I oc- 1 ion-Highlander is located in the community of Summer-

Orgr.nization field, two miles from Monteaerle on the Trrcy City Highway.

and Personnel It is 5" miles from Chattr noort, 90 from Nashville, in Grundy
rounty on the Cumberland Pic tea u.

Prop^rty-The original grant of property on which Highlander

w.-s located was made by Dr. I. illicit S. Johnson, of Memphis,
Tenn. Dr Johnson built the 1 .rgc house in 1919 and carriod

on a program of community education until 1932 when she made

it available to Highlander.

Staff-The staff consists of seven full time residents:

William Buttrick, Duke University, toucher of economics,

Secretary;
James Dombrowski, B.Fh,, Emory University, B.D., Union Thoo-

logic J Seminary, Th.D., Columbia University, teacher of

history, Chairman;
Myles Horton, B.A., Cumberland University, University of

Chicago, Intornationr.l Feoplos College, tu-tchur of union

problems, Educational Director,

10
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Zllphla Horton, B.A., M,A.» College of the Ozfcrks, teacher

of rnusio and dramatics;
Claudia Lewis, B.A. , Raid College, Director of Nursery

School

;

Mary Lawranco, B.A,, Duko 'University, Community Workor;

Jane Lawson, B*A #f Vassar College, Office Secrotary.

Advisory Committee ; Tho Chairman is Dr. Reinhold Niobuhr,

of Union Thoological Seminary; other members are Dr. Arthui

Swift, KisP Mery Van Kleeck, Director of Industrial Stud-

ies, Pussoll Sage Foundation; Dr. George S. Counts, of

Te r chers College and President of the American Federation

of Tcch;rs, Roger Baldwin, Director American Civil Lib- /

orties Union; Dr. Sherwood Eddy; Mr- Fr'nz Dftnlol, Amal-/

/r^m^ted Clothing Workers of /met ice; the Reverend 'Villi ih

Spofford, Director Church League of Industrial Democracy.

Flnancos- Tho school is financed by contributions ' from

individuals, unions, church groups, student groups. Thw-

budget in 1939 was $10,000. A few of tho stronger unions

provide scholarships but for the most part tho school

must provide scholarships of $100 e^ch for the six weeks'

terra. Stud3nts ci .king $10 and $15 a week ^re not in a

position to pa.y their own wuy.

Socio support has coao from the Will 1j.fi C. 'fliitney Foun-
.

dation and the Christian Social Justice Fund, but most

of the money comes from voluntary contributions from

Individuals* Thoro rjc 550 Individ ual contributors, most

tf whom make annui.l contributions. They includo. teachers,

ministers, business man and workers.

Ob/iously the school could not manage on such - snull ^
budget if the staff received remuneration commensurate.'

win the s^rvicos rendered. Staff members serve on c

mai>ton%nco basis, .. -^ •*

\ &
5
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Kaj 20,1940.

Mr J.Edgar Hoorer,
Washington, B.O.

Dear Mr Hoover,

Best wishes to you and tax your work

Most sincerely, i

,'W<V

(«B«"-"

its, J

DA
!

£-^^-BY^W^ ^ 4

\ZCil^ °j*'
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(JOTHE TO DIRECT

NEW TYPE CAMP I

'AT MONTEAGLE;

[Youth Congress Leader'

; Abends Workers' Edu-

t ^catipn Meet Here

p Richard Cothe, one of the leaders
Jof the /American Youth Congress,
fcsvhich treated such « stir in Wash-
ington,) D, C, tome month* ago m
Renouncing certain phases of Roose-
'elt's Administration, is in Chatta-I
hoopa attending the Conference of
Waiters'. Education to be held herci
Bpturday'and Sunday.

|

1 Gothe «id his attendance at this]

ference ia more or less a coin-,
lence, ar his real purpose is to!

Mnfe for establishment of a "work i

in Highlander Folk School

'

t*-...'iv he said, will be set up

.

' 1. !'\' i-> i v in the month of Aug-*
f f weeks, and <will be

tit xic.i by *25 young workers" and
|r> ier who. will work, study and
»/" hi thi: period. He is expected
direct the- school. ,

££c ;he said the -idea of "v*t

k

tv>'
'* was Conceived last year wi,*

la i 'ynent of first camp at We«?t
N. y,< on the Hudson. He

r*V r,#ha ant now five such camps
<

?
.-.-i tflis country, one • near

. Ohio; one in New York
. • Oregon, and the one to

ii ; • \ here in Tennessee at<

Vp*.t','*.*T\DH EXPLAINED
•^^pi. oiv- thow students are se-

ed to- these summer camps,
-
f>.ae asserted that the aponaors
j,!<ka talks at different schools and
i-ijeses and invite students to par-
^pate in these camps, which, t»e

14, are operated somewhat «o
fehe *i/>* aa'Umilar camps in Scan-
**

"
" an countries. The Idea is also
J*f, ha pointed out, to 14 camps
•r have been established byi

»-1can Friends Service Commit '

'4 Quaker outfit ' V
fVIhe Is a ttative of Germany. He
* Wen in United States on his
«' <*t trip for two years. He said
*', he knew Hitler, "but they

V "P* *J°n£ *° well together."
* to comment on the European
' 'uation, Gothe stated it is "too
» vet to tell jujtfwhat 1* the
,,;

t$<m6 it v/ill nrobably take
«ks before we can get

J<* of the*ifiation.
* s*

' ~rred
. . Myles
';'<* of t

FRSE FRSSS' ^

•i
<X

;
?

».-fc

re SaturdaJ-
orton, educa*--

Highland*'
•nd other represent!
thcvol, here in
..Workers' Education

i attend*]
ducation

[

Mx. ToUob.. . .,

Mr. Nathan...*

Mr. E. A T*nua.lcC

Mr.cr«r"

Mr. Ladd

Mr. Ecast....

Mr. Cl*fia ..

Mr. Nkhcb.

Mr. Readoa.

Mr. K««ea ..

Mr. Tracy ...

Mia* Gaa«V.

i«Ju5

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE p
ffifr/

BY.y6V?
c?<*si.

HrK-il-3, /.
Seat In by:
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*OSf WOODS .wo»*<
Helen WDodi, United 6t/*£

y^, partment of Labor, la ch* »^
tff'wafe and hour division in tl*.

_. Station, was scheduled to address ..

• \^4 conference, but ft was announce<
**£ Saturday that she will not be here

" Baldanre Is looked upon as orv

f

of the youn jest union executive:
jm this country. He began fcif un
ion activities at 17 years, wneo h*

j ioincd United Mine Workers i)

Her? arc some of leaders who are here to participate in the Workers' Education Con-Penn*
7lvania "^ has had an active

•/?%?&

7 *..*«

•ji t j : , , ."-.» ',, r —*
—Tr

—-"-•- - • r~««.«s ..«i«*, Ttvc-jM^Rincnijr .linen-
<f»a J'^tfeiacion of Hosiery Workers, and' Tennessee director, T. W.4J. A., Chattanooga . i

USER S OPEN
~ • -1

H SESSION

EDUCATION
Group Takes

•

JL
fp Use of Teaching to

r • * " ,,J Unions

;ft; ; ,-t

IfCtJi PUiiU

fromk group ot : labor leaders

* veral Southern slates assembled

ifCnarouiOoga Saturday for a two-

liy tor.ftrcncc to consider the

T*enu theme, "How Workers Edu-

rtion Can Htlp Build the Union

Al-ioLijjh both the CIO and AFL
i « prutteipatmg in this meeting,

i"vei! «t somt independent unions.

t visiting delegates are predonV-

tciv cffilis-iQd vkUb th e CIO. >
J*o--*> IT-iKfcnrie. executive yic«-

Vt^dcnt -tf^e Textile Workers

7n of *r.t*5"ica. headquarters iu

.,, y^yi ij| ?jT.e of the outstanding'

aken?, Jif tv-as en route toChih
«ifc* it-May morning and will,

*? * / VTbanauet -Saturday^

J 4'ght at the Park H.oteJ. His ad

"Jress will be broadcast over WDOp. ;

John Martin, southern director,"

iternational Ladies Garment/
rorkers, was to be the key after-

noon speaker. He will give a sum-'
mary of "Workers' Education Ac-
tivities" and in this outline the "use

of workers education groups" in

building labor organizations. He
said Saturday morning that the two
summer schools already function-

ing in the South are doing a- good

job," but added there was a need

for the enlargment of this program.

J
. SCHOOLS PRAISED, ,

The schools to which Martin re-

ferred are the Southern* Summer
School for Workers, headquarters at

\ Asheville. N, C snd the Highlander

Tolk School, at Monteagle. .

The two-day conference here »*r

sponsored by the Chattanooga'
Workers' Education Committee, of

which Miss Edna Brown is chair;/

man, and presiding officer at the'

conference; Highlander Folk School

'

and Southern Summer School

for Workers* It opened with regis-

tration of delegates at the Interna-

tional Ladies Garment Workers' Hall

on East Eighth Street at 10 a.ny

Stturday and will continue through

Sunday, .,..:. .. ..,
* Sent

£Tb* conference expected to.'ctis-"
Ive into discussion groups follow-.
fe Martin's talk at the Satur*-r
Jernoon session. Reports of o
tttees will be made at the'busir
-asion commencing at 10;30 o'clock^

6unday morning.
Other union leaders who are here

to participate in the conference are
Lawrence Rogin, educational direc-
tor, American Federation of Hosiery
Wojiiers, Philadelphia; Mrs. Caro-
lyn'lpillard, of At^nta, Georgia di-
rector-Workers Service Program;
.Ruth

J
Martin, chairman, Knoxville

Workers' Education Council; Harold
Kibbons, Louisville, Ky., T. W. U.
A.; Myles Horton, ed ucational di-
rector, Hi gHlflnder 'Folk—School
Monle^le ' Edward T. Ta ilaglKTflt
TlP^-^rjSldent, A. F. H. A., and Ten-
nessee, director. T. W. U. A., Carl
|G.' [Thompson, Jr., field representa-
jtive. Southern Summer Scbdol for
[Workers, North Carolina; BiUfWoJir.
"ramatics and music direct oh.
puthem Summer School for W/>r."
Mi Mrs. Louise Leonard McLart

'

'rector of Southern Summer Sen©
;llsheville, N. C* Natoantoghtd*
.dramatics director, L L.rG. W,
t
ChattanoQfa.

:
.'
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e

c

/.

:\
yX

:^7^ TO75U-3

*' f*
July S, 1940

\4icr

* .
-

V-*-,
f, V", iY 11 .*£s

jjft j
tffrP ;-*:V^

;oog», 1tono««oo

•1 3004

Dsar^
I wish to acknowlodg* roo«ipt of your IciUr

AiUd toy 33, 1940, and it* tnclowrt.

Tour courtoiy *nd intart*t In bringing thii

information to w? attention ara indaad •ppraoUUd. *» .

•

^ sTa^Ud £ur tetter i. bain* «dt • «tWr of offloUl

racord for appropriate attantioa.
^

Vary truly your*.

John Idgar Bootw
Diraotor

l

t - <~

em

,y 7 //

'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED £ fdate^^bym^
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAILED
tt 4/JL 9 1940 *!
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CAattonooya, Tennessee

Dear

/u y
Tt is a pleasure indeed %p haoeyour Utter 0/ tfa* l«, iM0 toc.tKp »«J

J""*"" conc.rnfiip ,y cddre,, *,/ir # theDaughters of the American Revolution.

;0MMUMUA1 IONS ACTION

MAILED
MAY2l«4Q *

7 wont to thank ttoh' for mendina

*tth best wishes and kind regards,

Sincerely ycurs,

130u1

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
v HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x
DATE^feBY^d^gW
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fQfon Training ClassesTartorTear:

.*•*

Round Program, flortdn Soft ;,^ «* *«**«<
; of |SM to «n. TranMbi D. li itn iM *» fa* ******** P***** «***.**i -.

ffeboat. wO* tom*m Baiardaj. alcfieJlat* pWW^ tar M • j
|*n» »«»**»A

,fi S
tattf*%*Mttt» at fib* i*mL 1ki«^ltpMi Ma -Mylaa * frapar CtaO.** Aia^andbOa.aTork-

.an, Alrwrtor, u>4 Bin. Immil'i «,'« wtt a* Moat *f m f*fl it^BUMrf |ftfl0»/aar«

*, *» fajtnAactarj imm l» -II.; /% * * -y • J^ .'' 2 *-
*, iii f*° '«*"—»» **rf fr *

'"

"«f > * -By MYlis POrAmJVW&f$£
t JfcSSJr'^fc

GLK, Tenn, May 6.-Ma ftanklin IX Boo*-, Ji^S^piABol^lfrirfor *c

t apealricg to a gathering of Highlander fv&k SAoal *§a^ p» edited turner aTorlsara mr* *

^ and friends attending the Southern Conference, for

Welfare to Chattanooga, said: * - '£.'£. ;>A^j^
'rtjreaHy tfttefeirtodki »*** r» are doing, fartfia d

^fhe.

'Tb» Hitf»l«wi«r Folk School, mn+

efaairman, Pr. TranMGraham, *ad otter' conference,;

_. ..^rW,.;«! Vr> TtoUevelt to the »*eting.
l
V ...

J
i4hlAmi#r folk n*4»rwi1 an»- ' - '+

'
' ^jtij

aanaAafeYOattieajaarfacOnamicJMt *«»_*%» Tax Ijdfct- Henry.
*s Am Soufti. .aKUertQaV.pirffc. « eitlaeo of Gaundy County]

eri«Mic» «rf democratr b in which One eehool ir seated, madc^
et^y «We*c aaai &*i at wut
**->i»i**r4 <m « naistbod a* vaH

Hiailandw a*r«*» wtta

*KieS « auk* <•

-?rt ft? Beaniermry * *
'

Haicm traijaiD** arniafia are

'jsi * pert ef • yfter-round

*H •**.•",?>; * " ,
'

-/tetania tionaJ prea-

aW&Ibjmd Worker*jjf
i*3epb

;j S» jprto* terra »-tlh a

KVbkh 4a h«u« *»ke« «d *• * afecafaf »Sn«aif « Hie «qcwr-%a^

,wpr«^<a>tirtVy«Mftouti»caC0D- Ma «r atona4 • ausafira aniM
«^^a»fmi(rK«BMWatlki^JU«1a- KK^W^>U»«lam t\ iH i Mfrjfcv

<aApU7.*»«itharifacBteU0(.*«M (» avail '«*«* *• *«w

fjOT «aTTH*U« TAKES FABT P'WJ* **^ ^ulLr aai fc&
fane!, diacimioiu on oTt»nUinx. J* »a£!!L. JSlTMMMMai

potlWactivitiB.aduatiflo to local g»^ SSJl^iTjSS
unionTfand labor teji^Uon wer. t^XJ^i^V
t>«aBalnfe«4urro(tbata»ttBtBs. f ««*^^L^X?^?
Half8*oo«.TWUA director tnao F* J™?3-.J^<.T^

KactdSkr waa chairman of the Ala- laaod* aaractor. Tac v.000
(DC T>»bor Sooaa." aab:

waVa eeuna «i asaoA *AUeUr
Aaat aW».feto«mlwrmfi»i3
ayractor *r tU*oafi»rj* laoaataia'

WorkanT CmtMteci,

aran and auppe^. v ,r/

1
' HaculaT''coaraBa ia foUb

^j Sac Twsainf a union aaactlnt. miav
l! ftocrapfcie* ajramaaVX kaaor aaot

and Vktarr vara adpo^i
*y wack-aad tsfttuta*

aacrtatke, >et9zat.and

*^?y«a anaiaaday a»Jted »m umwa a*l atocnar dtocJar oX1W aaaaacal 11 ia-H'^j_^ ^-..^,,4 lo«rid». 55^^ T^a^i^^T* KSln* aaiatof «|V
.k^ «*«*!«.?SiS 5? AJtonW=«i«ce, aoo&era dJrectOK Latcd Vaa i-VI_al BfUaadar

8^SS0K*fl« *\*a: acboeia. -. - .. JBuQer. |*«aJdeot, BooUa-ra Twert
t&3^ O? pOUMUaatlf * jFannerf* Snkc; Frank VcCaTHsaer

Jltea-V.ip* *»^ SP^SSTSSKPS j5£
Onmdy*w^i A» national oftToa «f

o«V4«i i&ce "Workem, and
*

.
" Xar*, aa aCHrSal c< la-

v^> w«H*»n t^oMftrt Jadu>on _ _ _^_

^JF* 1.**. ,
?
u*??.tf..*? *S*.* «^lrwttaA£WA,ladthapaAelo«adu-

a^ta earl aa politieal attain. Coen-

ivtiR^iiM ananmortty and ooub-

ir*\ <& ffijChiacdar, laekto^a
**•-- • '.« v . * - *>

fc *

MnY aaW sAacfl I
«f wlia-t tt tart 0$ Ok coca-

t» iralch U ip ioeatad.- J .

d**e**« apoakind anr-<

«erea awre: It 8*j»w»»ea,
Warttarir TWkc fotarQaa*'
•^.uttJoe^ladicr Ga/tnact

CTaak. cbalrtaan at
Cotmtr , l*aaor*a
Leafua^sra naunben at tba paaaL
rmna/foactaj; genera] jrgaaixar

lofcal vclon/. Other aaoll'
fl

atalfformer*
BlfbUDdan Cazl

• M
;andBqa>

Bkaaan Wcttara.;

Aaarieania-
tfaatoswa

aai tta tarm. ^a ate

aaraBaaa to att Jn am ttta

loa at jroo4«B» add >taaai

toutftem arganlsara Bock
ba dapacaofc k aa ardanli

< #«tW atoali3av\|aa
rhfcfe *Ja aptanfaattaa Bat'

" /•>^^/^aJ£T>aVl
WAKXMNO a»CtaT«tl^aU

tba «A««kaains «mt9> aw aa]
for FrtAtJvrvaoJa*- aariaa dr

ottta:

V
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Special Agent in Charge

}

Bet

i

IGU __
ESPIONAGE

DOSB05SQ

Dear Sir:

For your information, I am transmitting herewith

copies of an anonymous communication dated _, 1OA0

received at the Bureau in an envelope postmarked
y 24 19AO

at
Cowan, T«nziMM««

>l

Very truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover

Director

IFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED N
VklldpdJM.BY <5PKrtrT)p

£)

pir
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De^rtment of Justice
Washington D. C.

ckiminaT i^onttW^/-"' ?• Uav 24th# l940

T s~«

Gentlemem- n l ^ £
MAY ? 7 '940

j

- JfV^-F 5 1v VE ) -OP i- / T -?A ."!??-?"

Kotinpc in the naper wfeere-*you~fire~ "desirous ofire cri strati on ofJ Aliens to
prevent Sabotage, I am addressing your attention to tneC^Highlander Folk
School" located here, /which has been reported to the F.B.I, for inveiftirat* ~*

alrea^v;and was informed of this Investigation through an item in our 3pc;'

Cofcnty Paper Just alfhort time back, and to forestall suspicion, the ? *aJ.*~

manager, A Mr. MileA/ Horton, collected up a few children of his local patron:

and went to Chattanooga the evening of Mrs. Roosevelt's visit there, making
It appear that the school was devoted to the /education of children.

The actual head of this school is a Ur.

j

nDOMBB0NSKI«, which name in it-
self sounds suspicious; Believeing any one having something to hide from the
publie, is not worthv of public consideration, and a menace to' the public an
comnunitv, I wish to state that I have been in the school on several occasio.

and I never saw a child there as a student, and I have Been and know of adul
bein* there for what they claim to educate them for holding better positions
but the general consensus of opinion i6 that t^ey are taught -how to better
control their unions and how to cause an* c&rry on strikes. *

Believing this to be a startine: ne6t of Communists, arid believing it to
be due for a thorough investigation, and knowing that this Mr. Dombronskf i£
now traveling throughout the States especially where there is hopes of cauei
strife or strikes, thought it to be worthy of note to you. ,

Should you wish any further information or if I can be of any service i

this or any other capacity, serve you, address me as a Member- of/ General
Kirby-Smith Post, 1 89 3, ^Veterans of Foreign Wars, of the U.sy Cowan Xenn.

i
-

\
'

Respectfully

^OtkAHfcitizen.

m
S8:

1

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE4m/£LBY^£&2

4 &UJWL=£L
'&MLW&U1 QFJmsn^LJL'J

'
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v Inoxvllle, Tennessee
August 3, 1940
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Special Agent in Charge
lieaphis, Tennessee

•s Ma.
BPXONAQS

j^xaaaoHsn

Our Sirs

There it forwarded herewith a copy of
Bureau letter dated July 30, 1940 (Bureau file
#6l-75H) • which letter transmitted an anonyaoue
coflnmnicatlon dated itay 24, 1940, received at the
Bureau in an envelope postmarked at Cowan, Tenn-
essee.

In view of the fact that Cowan, Tennessee
is located In the Memphis territory, a copy of the
anonymous letter is being furnished your office
for appropriate attention*

Ywy truly yours.

:

-to

\ WAK:AB

W. A, UORPHT,
Special Agent in Charge.

Bureau

^ata
\A

X

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREiN IS UNCLASSIFIED

1
' 6>4\

4 AUG 8 1940

*•§£>



u
£*>

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

%J^

y

"
tX-»«M^>i-

i -r. rq' » itB .i «i»n^——lg

Sw

V
August 30 1940,

Mr, J.Edger Hoover

\

v

^

F*B»X« Washington
\\ D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover;

I have just learneu of the existence

in Tennessee of a school called "Highlander's Falls

School", has been in operation for about 18 years,

and is reported to teach Communistic doctrine while

endeavoring to influence the local elections; in fact

they have made themselves quite obnoxious-*! ^
RECORDED & INDEXED * \\, J^ J_

r f/ (g
This information is passed: on

4
tg >6u -

only because of the report that certain well .-Renown

people In Goverment circles are helping to support

,,t

4 1 J .0

the school and are sending Boys to the school*

*&
I am sorry not to be able to gitfe Jo

the exact location of the school but I know your organ-

ization will spot the place In a hurry •

May I as just an ordinary American

offer to you and your grand organization a hearty word ,-,
;

of real appreciation.

Respectfully submitted

Joe

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATF-4&foy. W-Wzamlot:

V>
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^rnntiifli 61-7511-6
Saptaabar 10, 1940

9&-

r,;-;#-

5 ;'

££^

/• -

gm mi*, Ohio

X wish io ackaowlada-* rac«ipt of joar

lattar datad August 30, 1940.

Tour court**/ and lntaraat in bringing

Vila infomation io ay attantion arc lato*3 appraciaiad,

and jou aajr b« aaaurad jour lattar will racaiva appropriat*

conaidaratiotu

Slnoaraljr jours,

John Edgar Boovar
Dlraoter

"v3

It. T<•*••

'- t:«»

r. I * Ufa

r. rtiwtnr

r. Matttae
^__

I - t-T-,1 *

r I*s-

* **;»«>«

ALL IN FORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
,

,

DATE r$c>^4 BY^/WftA

*\

COMMUNICATIONS SECHON

MAILED
* SEP 1U940 *

UiS .
DEPAR'MtNl OUUST^
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%, 61-7511-7 Hovanhar 4* 1940

X> ,

'v''-"^-;>: -/"* ^V>v * *

Uu
\ '

>'"

> v.

aahYllla, Taon

Daar
*v«-

2 vlan to aaknowladsa /our lattar raaalvad at thla

Bureau Oetober 24, 1*40, and to thank you far yoor coarteay

and Interest In wltin* aa 70* did.
•t

•
• • p- -

I nav* aotod with lntareat tfa« information contalnad

la your latter, and If you eere to mwl the identity of the

infoxmant to atton rou aaka referecee, I ahould be pleaaed to
b&va hi* interviewed eoneerainf tba eabject aatUr af fear

latter.

For jour information Mr. C. E* Fiaretone la Special

A^ent la ChArga af oar toaaarille Field Offlea looatad at

407 Haailten Rational Bank Building Inoxville, Teoneeeeo,

and rour cooperation In fumlahlng an/ additional data par*

talnln* to tha intamal security of thla country to a)r» j

Fieratone would indeed ba af raal assistance,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

^ t*

^i » »™..-«.r..i.,^_

/-*r
c##L. BYW/3

ftinccraly roure.

Mm Sdjar Boorar
Director

\ v
r. -

», limww

**. «t3«*a»
_ ____^.*—

~
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«»-. *«v*
,

I*.. «Wt*b

»*. SEctav

»,. «»Wk V
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MAILED

^OV 4 1940 •
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Special kgm% In Chart*
Mewphia, Tenneaeee

Dear 81rt

Attached hereto jou will find copy of
Bureau letter of BoToaber h,l%0 (61-7511
dreaaed to ________^___ ^§0 MaahTllle, Tennatfeee, together 'witKilt«£
encloaure. Thie la furnlahed for couplettop o£
your fIlea* ft) o

, u, oo
' ji <

Texy truly yoara^^
tj —
"O <S

CKPtAB

C - Bureau

C. X. FIKRSTOM,
Special Agent in Charge*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

RECORDED ft f#DEXB^^^^T // ""..£

I

*0V 7 i=>
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Knoxville, Tennessee
Koveabtr 6, I940

Special Agent In Charge
Menphis, Tennessee „

Dear Siri

With furthsr reference to my letter of Koveaber 5, lf40
transmitting a copy ô ureau letter of the preceding day (61-7511) *
addraaaed to^| I Bash- #?£--
vllle, I aa herewith forwarding the original of the Bureau's letter
on which el || had added a number, of ©©wnanta. A copy of

^notations are not being retained by this office nor
is her lstter being acknowledged because it would appear that there
is nothing specific in her oonplalnt and It seems that possibly
she is a bit on the erratic side and with vry little encouragement
might engage in extenslre pointlea a correspondence. The letter la
being forwarded for the conflation of your files.

Very truly yours ,

C. K. FERSTOMK
Special Agent in Charge

Enclosure

1

nLL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x
DATEsWjB±BY^«

1 ' <?'&&}*J

FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTlSATlDr.

6 NOV 12 1940

u.s.CEr/.RTr':
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December 7» 1940

#*

^'
:

7 ^

VMM

ftaahville, Tennessee

Dear ^^
Receipt la eoknowledged of your letter, with

enclosure, dated Novenber 7* 1W# and I desire to thank

you ibr your Interest In again corresponding with this

Bureau.

As I bare previously advised, Kr. C. JU Ficrstona

is Special Agent in Charge of the Knaxville, Tennessee, PU1A
Division, end any date you deen to be of interest to this

Bureau ©an be submitted direotly to hi**

Sincerely yours.

John Edgar Hoover
.... QLreotor

00 - Knoxville (with copies of incoming)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
, N

DATE <JpNh4 BY cW/5/flc£)

>
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Knoxville, Tennessee
November 16, 1940

n

\ >

V

\

7
•X

etter of November 4, 1940

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to Bureau

(61-7511) addressed to
Nashville, Tennessee.

As will be noted from my letter of November 8, 1940 to the

Memphis Office, fll^HHHfc added a number of extensive comments on

the original of the Bureau's letter to her and transmitted it to me.

Because of the rambling nature of her communication, it was not ack-

nowledged and no copy of it was retained at this office.

Today I am in receipt of a long two-page communication from

(QB HHHft The communication is on two sheets of paper and is

fully covered on both sides. The first sheet is on the letter head

of 4BB|BBBBB^^M^M|Mfj'ashville, while the second is on the

letter head o£

M

^1 BP Nashville

.

fy&

JflCs

4nc~

VJhile parts of her communication are undecipherable, it ap-

pears that fl HP is dissatisfied with almost everything in the

world, and besides expressing her views on the present world situation,

she gives an extensive genealogical outline of her own ancestry. En-
closed with the letter was a newspaper clipping pertaining to the High-

lander Folk School and the first couple pages of the September issue

of the Reader's Digest, ell of which appear to be much ado about noth-

ing in particular.

It appears from the rambling context of 41 Hpletter
that she is carrying the burdens of the world on her shoulders because

she touches generally on communistic tendencies, religious proclivities,

her own genealogy, the recent election, etcetera, etcetera.

*6?C-

47c~

No acknowledgment is being made to

by this office and it is suggested that in the event
communication

urther

J I Jtm 24 13b)

/ft

RECORDED & WDEXED J. £/- [/ I 1
" //

{St'jfr*

M
V

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x
DATE ffif/fr/ BY^mph.

EDERAL B'-'HEAU 0FINVESTIGAT1

6 NOV 18 1940

U.S. OE'-At:
-
* -/\

" 9 -^r

-ty.
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<
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Director - 2 - November 16, 1940

writes the Bureau, that no reply be made because she evidently needs

very little encouragement to spend long hours in writing out her
worries.

By carbon copy of this letter, 1 H ^letter is being *&-?<,

transmitted to the Memphis Office for inclusion in its files and no
copy of it is being retained in this office.

Very truly yours,

^a^F^c
;0^r CKF:PBF C. K. FIERSTONE

$0!^$?' Special Agent in Charge

cc - Memphis (Enclosure)

- 2 -
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Xnoxrilla, Tannaaav
Dacaafcar 10, 1940

1
t

Special A#ant in Chan*

Dur Strt

Transmittad btrowith will ba found «opiM
of Buraau lettar (toSffU.) datad Dtcaabor 7« 19M>.
a^rtmdio .__ ____I Ailahvliia^ T«caes»4« 9 togathar with

photostatic copiM of bar «o«t rtc«t apiatlaa to

tha Director. . r^ .

ttj«»» oopiaa, aa ware aopis* of fciraa*

lettar of ttoveafcer 4, 19//) » &**• bo«n apparently

inadvertently eent to the JLnoxrille Office be-

came XaehYille it located in the Maophit district,

and thcee copies art being tranacdtted for too ,

completion of your ftla in thl* emtter and nono

havt baan ratalnad at thla offlot.
*

v. *;

Tary truly yourt, '

Mc~

".•;*>:

-4

'"s .

c. x. raasroxi
Special A*ent in CharfO

•AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED

'HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED lv

BECQIVPEiJ ft IXDEXKj
/^2iZZ: /3
EOER/M BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE

6 DEC 12 194t

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JlpTIC£_
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FEDERAL 8

UNITED STATE*

December

kith reference to the attached , I **

called Congressnantjones and informed *.

him that I was unatle to find any
record of anyone in the FBI who
talked to 'the Congressman yesterday
with reference to the investi gation
of the^ichlander Folk School. The
Congressman stated he called yester-
day and tclked with a i'r. Holtser
(phonetic) . The Congressman advised
that this }/r. Koltser (he stated he
was not sure of the name but that it
sounded like Eoltzer) called 'him .back
t< \t morning and informed him that the
files on this investigation were
confidential. I told the Congressman th\sre is

no one in the Bureau by that name. Be then said
he called the Department of Justice and Was con-
nected with someone; that he thought he jwas talk-

ing with the FBI but that he was probably talking
with the Department of Justice.

is possible he was talking with Judct Holtsoff.

I told the Congressman the FBI was not conducting
an investigation of the Highlander Folk] School

Of Tennessee*

4+

RBCOttDtid

^ ^Information contained

kt nfh-M
FEDERAL B'.^FAUp iWS.Ua>:'

4 DEC /l7 1940

•J S. QE^Rjjf.Lv Lit-' JuSti"£c

, "Xwfcf'-^Li&i.*"nSb&Sr*** *-->*??*

:

... -
,
;iEREIN!SUNCLASSiricD ,

- . .. ... --,--,,
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» JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
~J<? DIRECTOR

SJT:l'LG
<r

^., Bureau of Jnuestfeattnit ^
United States Bepartment of Bustlee

Washington, B. QL

December 6/~$&4Q^^

I'EL'ORANDW/ FOR T!*E DIRECTOR

\ /

>^

;V

to Congressman Jones of Ohio,
called in personally this"mo mine advising -that the Congress*
ran had talked with someone in the L'ireau yesterday afternoon
concerning the investigation of the* Highlander Folk School in
Tennessee ; that t l e Congressman desired that she, fl HP
personally review this file to ascertain what investigation
had been made,

I informed £j Hi that all files in the Bureau
nre confidential and that any request for files would of
ne cessity have to be made of the Attorney General*'s Office;
however, I informed her further that an inquiry had been made
recently with reference to the Highlander Folk School and that
a check of the files of this Bureau had failed to reveal that
such an investigati on had been made,

HHH Wfr asked many questi ons concerning the
Bureau's jurisdiction in matters concerning schools allegedly
communistic and from the questi ons asked and from her personal
appearance, I would judge that | HV might be unduly
interested in radical activities, probably from a sympathetic
standpoint*

I have been un
talking with Congressman
a call having been recei

I will call th

Bureau has not made an i

School at L'ont Eagle, Te

able to find any record of anyone
Jones and there is no record of such

ved in the Director's Office,

e Congressman and inform him that this
nvesti gation of the Highlander Folk
nnessee.

All INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATExy£pLBY^££dgi&

Respectfully, ^L^r^JX-.,^-
DEC 17 1940

4

It will be recalled ^
with reference to the Hi
-'r.ozville. I informed
mat ion furnished was ins

telephoned the other da,
a^an^Scho ol of either' Nas h v ilj e _ o r\^* ^ hHiHH at that time that the info'r- .

'£?
ufficient to make a thorough check, -£\ <$
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it end fee
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January 4, 1941

HIOHUiEJjF. FCLK SCHOOL

,-»-. There appeared in The CIO News for December 2, 1940,
on Pa^e 8, the following item: "Support^ijhlander Folk School"

"The program and aims of the Highlander
Folic School at Konteagle, Term ., were
endorsed by the CIO convention, and
efforts to discredit and defame the
school were condemned as f an attack on
the progressive labor movement of the
South.*

•Highlander conducts a year around program
of education, recreation and organization.
In addition to six weeks' resident terms,
it holds institutes, conferences and co-
operates with unions in field work. These
activities the convention declared, f have
made the school a target for attacks of
anti-labor forces.'

"

r-

ftL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^#^-BYO££^

RECORDED

<<.

/» ?Slt- /6>

j

: EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

6 JAN 13 i94J. ,-.

U.S. DEPARTMENT^ JUSTICE
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j»*-,._„_ bureau of JnupBttgattan

18rtit*& states Steparitmnt af 3u*tUt
Knoxville, Tennessee

April 9, 19U

\

j o
v

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C v

Dear Sir

:

* \

During the investigation presently being
made of the Highlander Folk School it -was necessary

to photograph a large number of documents, part of
which had to be used immediately in the investigation.

Consequently, the photographs were developed and those
few needed for immediate investigation were enlarged.

The forty-two negatives which were not *.

needed immediately are being enclosed and the Bureau
is requested to furnish this office with two enlarged

copies of each. It is not necessary that these be
enlarged to their natural size but only need to be
enlarged to a size which will permit them to be easily
read, When these enlargements are received, the Knox-
ville office will submit a supplementary report con-

cerning the information on them.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
liZRLiJv IS UNCLASSIFIED x
DATE cSkdJsL BY^^/Wgj^ .

Very truly yours,

C. K. FIERSTCNE,
Special Agent in Charge,

61-12
Enc. n^\ &/- 95"// ' £
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April 15, 19a

Special Agent in Charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation

United States Department of Justice

i»D7 Hamilton National Bank
KnoxvUle, Tennessee

12995

Rgt RKMJUraSR FOLK SCHOOL

XKTSRHAL SECURITY - C

•x-

•*v

Dear Sir:

Aa requested in your letUr to the Bureau

dated April 9, 19U-, there are enclosed herewith, two

enlarf**i photographic prints of each and the forty- ,

two r«mtires of photographs taken in connection with
" above entitled matter.

Very truly yours.

-4

John Edgar Hoover
Director

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

v-
'n

;1.
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Knoxville, Tennessee
April 2k, 191*1

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
•.Washington, D» C.

raGH_ij^DER_Fqu: SCHOOL
^^lionteagie/ Tennessee

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sir:

Please refer to the letter from Knoxville to the Bureau
dated October 6, 1959; letter from the Bureau to Kemphis, dated
October 13, 1939, and October JO, 1939, Bureau file No. 61-7558,
-which concerned a report made by^HBHHHHHIflP
ftHMHl HiHI^HMiMMfr on this school. It will be noted
that the Knoxville Office could not locate a copy of this report
at that tj«e and advised that the report appeared to have been made
for th»^Sierican Federation of Labor and to have been forwarded "to

Y.TLUAJ£*fi3E£M$ its President, The Bureau in its letter dated October
30, referred to above, advised that no further effort should be made
to obtain copies of this report through the American Federation of
Labor.

4ip

4i<^

A copy of this report was located by Special Agent 4HP
in the possession or^HHlMfe Assistant Postmaster at

Chattanooga, Tennessee, and another copy was also found by Special
Ar-snt-4g^HI in the possession of^mMH BHHPMB HV C^19 °f these copies is being attached hereto for
the Bureau. It will be noted that this report Is dated Hay 8, 1935* *
and was made by 4| HH| HBMBMHHMBlF jK *)^
Copies of five affidavits, which wereattached to the original of this
report, are also being enclosed.

was located in Knoxville, Tennessee, where
he is employed by the City, and the report was gone over with him
to determine if he had any additional information in his possession,

4ip

' information contained

'nEREIN is unclassified

DATE4^&LBYo££g
RBCOttDRD A INDKXKl)

-5 i*^
24 lie?

V (p^n^n I±
FEDERAL BfjRt'/.! ! P^INV£GTISAT10N!

APH

US, DEPART!/.*
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 1+-14-U. C. K. FIERSTONE 61-12

He advised that the investigation had been made so long ago that he had
no recollection of the details of the report, but after reading it ad-
vised that he had been very careful to report only facts in this inves-
tigation. Y»hen questioned regarding the reason for this investigation
having been made,4HHHBHP advised that a grant of about $15,000
had been made by the United States Government to the Highlander Folk
School for the installation of printing equipment, but that a report
had reached the Governor of the State of Tennessee from some source

regarding the communist teaching of the schoo}, and that the Governor
had personally requested that this investigation be made before the

check was sent to the school. 4HIMIBHI advised that he personally
discussed this matter with the Governor of the State of Tennessee at

the date his report was made and that as a result of his belief that
the school was definitely communistic, the Governor had refused to

.

grant the money to the school and had blocked the payment of the $15,000
which had been authorized.

advised that he knew of no connection of the

American Federation of Labor with this investigation and that so far

as he knew no copy had been forwarded to the President of the American
Federation of Labor, vaLLIAK GREEN, at Washington, D. C. This matter

is being further reported on in the case entitled above in a report
which is now in the process of dictation.

Very truly yours,

J'/L C. K. EEERSTONE
Special Agent in Charge

Enclosures

- 2 -
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The following information on the organization of thg

lander Folk School was obtained fi

High-

The Highlander Folk School was organized during 1952 on
ground donated by Dr. LILLIAN W.VoOHNSON, whose present mail\atidress is
121; East Michigan Avenue, The Pifims, DeLand, Florida. MYLE^ORTON and
JAiv£SyC0IJBR0\7SKI were believed to be the active organizers of the school.
The land was donated by Dr. JOHNSON because she believed that it would
benefit the local inhabitants and would educate them and improve their
working conditions.

A charter was issued to the Highlander Folk School on Jan-
uary 31, 193J4 by the State of Tennessee and this charter is recorded with
the Tennessee Department of State in Volume 0-12, page lL.6, in the office
of the Secretary of State at Nashville, Tennessee. The school was chart-
ered by JULES HORTON, ELIZABETH /lAYES, JAMES DOMBRCTSKI, RUPERT/HAMPTON,
and I>'IALCOIidCHISHOLLI. f

/

j> n

The Highlander Folk School is located in Grundy County,
T2nn^ssee, about two miles north of Monteagle, Tennessee, on State Road
u/o going toward Tracy City, Tennessee. This section is mountainous and
heavily wooded.

Three persons are reported to have been associated with it
in a directing capacity almost from- the start of the school up to the
present time.

MIIES HORTON, Director of Education, is the one whose name
is most often mentioned as being the leader of the school, and lives
>n the school grounds with his wife and his father and mother.

'arreus arridavits
_
mentioned later in this report as exhibits show

^TTES HORTON teaches Communism and has solicited membership in the Toung
Communists' League from various persons, locally, HORTON is also reported
to have been one of the founders of the Commonwealth College at Mena,
Arkansas. HCRTGN is reported to hav>; spent two years in Russia, but it
has not been possible to determine even an approximate date.

_ 2 _
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JAMES DGMBROWSKI, Secretary of the Highlander Folk School,

is the person who signs all of the mail sent out by the school requesting
contributions and designates himself on these letters as chairman, with-
out saying what he is chairman of. In a letter addressed by

Athens , Tennessee.
to fl BHH| ^"Sweetwater, Tennessee, dated November 16,

19i+0, D0I4BR0WSKI is reported to have signed a bulletin issued by the '

Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party in 193U stating they
would "make every effort to promote the world revolution and to secure
Governmental power for the victorious revolution by arming the workers
and by preparing the working class to turn imperialist war into class war."
He is also reported to have solicited persons to join the Young Communists'
League at the school.

i/haw]ELIZABETH DAY/HAWES, better known as ZILLA/HAWES, has been
active as a teacher in the school from its beginning and is reported to
have been especially strong in her teaching of Communistic principles and
how they can be used in labor agitation. She is marr i-.il to FRANZ/DANIEL
and both are listed as being signers with DOMBRGVifSKI of' the bulletin of
the Socialist Party's Revolutionary Policy Committee mentioned above under
JAiES DOHBROIVSKI'S name.

A photograph of the above mentioned letter dated November 16,

19U0 written by 4| M> is being enclosed as Exhibit No. i. <4Hl
JHHP is in Florida at the present time, too ill to be interviewed, and
is not expected to live. A lead is being set out to contact the State
.Americanization Committee of the Imerican Legion at Nashville to locate
the Socialist Party bulletin referred to % The original of JHIBBflBP
letter is in possession of ^IPHBI Tracy City, Tennessee.

Several other persons are presently living at the school and
appear to have some official connection with the school of a more perma-

nent nature than thos^ listed later as teachers.

Ki.
- 3 -
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SKIING, whose home

.ssissAppi Avenue, Signal Mountain, Tennessee, anil -whose

mother, ^rs. FR'iKK G.7C0NKLTNG, runs an antique shop in Red Bank, Tenn-
essee, is employed at the Highlander Folk School and lives there at the
present time. 4BHMHBP Postmaster at Montcagle, Tennessee, says
LOUISE COMUlKyi s secre tary of the school and recently replaced Miss
LOUISE GRATHAM/DICHMAN, -who is presently residing at 233 West Menomonee
Street, Chicago, Illinois,

JANEZaLMiss JAN]/ ALLEN was reported by^ to have
arrived at the school on about March 15, 191A and seems to be helping
c*.rry on the business of the school, but her exact duties and position
are not known • She is believed to be from Flinty Michigan as letters
from the school are being addressed to Mr. and Mrs, XI. R.f ALLEN, 1701
East Hamilton Avenue, Flint, Michigan. Letters adores secy to Flint, Mich-
igan did not make their appearance until after Miss ALLEN arrived at the

school.

Mr. 'C H. KILBY, an employee of the Vo-u-'ssee Consolidated
\

Coal Company, whose' office is at Tracy City, Tennessee, has been extremely
j

interested in getting the Highlander Folk School out of Grundy County J

because of the trouble they have stirred up there among the "SPPA employees
and the bugwood cutters and this matter has almost reached the point of
being an obsession with him. He has organized a committee of local resi~
dents of the better class which call themselves the Grundy County Crusaders,
vthoere sole purpose is to combat the Highlander Fclk School and its teach-
ings. The antagonism that each of these groups feels for the other has
'reached such a point that there was danger of open conflict between them
during November of 19I4D and it was feared for a time that local citizens
would burn the Highlander Folk School building. In all contacts in this

investigation, the persons interviewed were questioned regarding Mr. KILBY
and they were uniformly of the opinion that he is a reputable citizen
and that his feeling toward the school is a patriotic desire to rid the
county of a subversive influence. Those interviewed were also questioned
regarding the possibility of Mr. KILBY' S position with the coal company

and the labor troubles rtiich coal companies occasionally have being

responsible for his feeling in the matter, but everyone advised they had

never heard Mr. KILBY make any remarks against organized labor and in fact

believed that he was entirely in favor with it. There was no evidence
that the Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company was furnishing any financial

aid to lu'r. KTLPY or r^rv^sto.ng +.h?»t he carry on his activities against the
school.

- u-
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Mr. KILBY has amassed quite a large quantity of corres-
pondence , leaflets, printed matter and such which the school has dis-
tributed and has obtained numerous affidavits from persons who have been in
the school as students and from natives who have had some connection tdth
tho school. These signed affidavits are being set cut as Exhibits Ncs. 3
through 20. It vail be noted that in almost every instance these affi-
davits mention the Communist flag being displayed on the platform of the
schcel, teachings of a definite Communist nature, and attempts on the
part of several of those connected with the schcel tc get others to join
the Young Communist League. Where the Young Communist League is mentioned
-.. these affidavits, tho persons identifying the card were shown a
Young Communist League Membership Card which has been photographed and
is being included with this report to the Bureau as Exhibit No. 24. It
T«as not possible to determine the origin of this card and the names on it
arc not known in Grundy County. This card is presently in Mr. KILBY'

S

possession.

*': <',4

p
}

I

Exhibits No. 21 and 22 are included wi+h the affidavits
in Kr . KILBY 1 S, file but have not been signed as yet. Mr. KILBY reports
Ui-t 4HBBBHHBBI is entirely cooperative so copies of these two

exhibits are being sent to the Birmingham Office so that they can get a
complete statement from Jfl^^ regarding the teachings and the teachers

at the school at the time he attended.

Exhibit No. 23 is a proposed affidavit which covers the

details of the article written by JOHN McDOUGAL BURNS, reporter for the

Nashville, Tennessean, during his attendance in the school in 1939. Copies

of these newspaper articles have previously been furnished to the Bureau

and are not being set cut again.

Exhibit No. 2 is a report of ttM Hi i^de while he

on' May 8, 1935, to

at that time.

has been interviowed in the Knoxville Field Office concerning this

report and he advises that it was made at the request of the Governor of

.'.nnfessee because a grant of money about tc be made to the Highlander
""

lu School by the United States Government tc finance a printing plant

was objected tc by American Legion officials. JMHI^BM^P said he was

definitely of the opinion that the school ?/as Communistic and that as a

ro-sult cf his recommendations, the grant of money tc the schcel was not

made

,

- 5 -
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TEACHERS

In order to indicate the type of persons who have instructed

students at the Highlander Folk School, this section of the report will

set cut the names cf these known to have acted as teachers at the school

in the past, A descriptive folder put cut by the Highlander Folk School

fcr its school year 1936, lists the following teachers;

MILES HORTQN,
JAKES DOMBROVJSKI,

ELIZABETH DAY HAV7ES,

RUPERT Ett!PTON#

dated
The photostatic copy of the report^f _

Llay 8, 1935, which is Exhibit No. 2, shows HHD-^HUBERT to have been cne

c? the teachers at that time.

49C

JOHN McDOUGAL BURNS in his articles it? the Nashville,

?ennesieaa In 1953, a report of which is Contained i... * :^^o. 23,

J1B , Vv^:v>nai Instructors as WILLIAl/BUTTRICK, Br, ,j*THUiriUPER,

S^lM^CHELt, NLRB, and FRANK I COFFEE, of Social Security.

In the unsigned statement of«» Exhibit No. 21,^
-.';-.. followinn are listed as teachers at the school:

FRANZ MttlEL (husband of ZILLA HATAKS),

WALTEHrPEARSOM^/
J. TiflTHERSPOOfKDODGE (API! and Southern

/Conference for Human Welfare),

DOtfMEKEJ^
HERBEByv/lIXIAiS,..

R. H/BRA2EL,
* CLTDywiUIAUS,

A ccpy of the Highlander Fling, published by the Highlander

" -Y School, dated February, 19Ul> is listed as Exhibit Mo.25
#

ana shows

,' >: lowing as instructors or workers in the school in addition to those

listed above?

- 6-
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CIAUDIA LEWIS,

IL\R}7IAWRANCE,
ZILPHIA/hORTON (wife of MILES HORTON).

This issue of the Highlander Fling also lists an Executive

Council v.'hich had just been formed to work vdth directors of the school,

formulating programs and policies. This council met at the school De-

cember lUth and 15th and arranged a pre grain for 19^1. It should be noted

that all of th::se listed have at seme time in the past conducted panel

discus siens during resident torms of the Highlander Folk School:

BERNARD BORAH, Southern Director, Amalgamated Clothing

I
Workers of America,

ROY/ REYNOLDS, President, Printing Pressmen's Union,

) Chattanooga, Tennessee,
LUCY RANDOLPH/ 111S0N, Public Relations Representative

I
for the C.I.O.,

EDWARD S4 CALLAGHAN, Vice-ft-esident and c .n thorn Director,

• Unerican Federation of Hosiery Workers,

PAUL R.I CHRISTOPHER, Executive Secretary, Tennessee Industrial

I Union Council,
GEORGE TITLER, United Mine Workers o-f America, District 50,

Dr. ALBERT JBARNETT, Professor of The.lcgy, Scarritt College,

1 Nashville, Tennessee,
l/ATT\LYNCH, American Federation of Hosiery Workers and

Chairman of the Highlander F-lk Schcc'l

VI Alumni Association,
ALTONp^avTRENCE, Southern Representative, Labor* s Non-Partisan

League,
i.YHEW, Professor of Religion, Vanderbilt University,

1 Nashville, Tennessee,
JOE J)CB3S, Plumbers 1 Union, A.F. of L., Chattanooga, Tennessee.

LEONyWILSON is pre sen -ly connected vdth the Highlander Folk

School in some capacity as a teacher and iives at the school. The High-

iana;r Fling, Exhibit No. 25, lists an article written by LEON 7/ILSON

.ghlander Folk School, An Informal History." It does net sa]

where this article vras published.

- 7 -
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Reverend JOHN B. THOMSON (A. P.M. and Southern Conference

for Human Welfare), is listed as a former instructor at the Highlander

Folk School in a letter written by 1ft LE5 HORTON dated November 5, 19U0, J\n*
which is quoted on page 150 of the report of Special Agent |^l p v" /£•"

Washington, D. C, February 17, 19U1, entitled/AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION.

On page 151 of the same report a press release of the Highlander Folk

School dated October 29, 19U0 lists the following instructors:

YELVSRTON BOWHERD, Regional C.I.O. Director,

aJhARTHFLL, National Representative, Labor Nor-

1§2»_ Partisan League,
BERNARD BO-UH, Southern Director of the Amalgamated

Clothing Workers,
PAUL CHRISTOPHER, Secretary-Treasurer of the 'Wiessee

Sta*e" Industrial Union Council,
ALT0I'MA7SZrICE, Southern Director r.f Labor' s I.cn-

Partisan League,
7/ILLIAMj EAVES, Director of the VJ^ge and Hours Division.

Additional persons listed only as speakers are as follows:

i'ma;LUCY RANDOLPH 'MASON, Public Halations Representative

for the C.I.O.

,

GEORGE (BASS, of the United Rubber Y'or-tcers,

ELKERJbROBN, President of tht Kev lork Local ~:

• the Typographical Union,

VIRGIL /CONNER, Editor of the Southern News Almanac
(Southern Communist newspaper),

ORVI LLE /MAS TIN, Cooperative Expert,
Dr. LILLIAN /JOHNSON, Donor of the Highlander Folk School

iproper{y>
JCHKiSCHiiT.Ti:rt> Southern JZepresontatr^. ** t-he United

tVte-il c.ad 7.nole:aiL ilnpl^yros ->X .'.nte:-ic.\.

ROY R :
';i^'".:.D

f
i. ^resident of the Ch^tanooga PrM'ting

Pressmen's Union,
IDSRS, Secretary 0? lie 0; v\l Rights Cc-rr.ittee

of the Southern Conference for Human TfeIf: re,

DENNIS/NELSON, and
FRESTOIl/VALIEN, both of Fiske University,

],:\RGOT/GAYI£, of the' tfomr.n'a .Coirrr.tt^ on Abolition

of Poll Tax*

- 8 -
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The Highlander Folk School has been successful in obtaining

the permission of many important persons to use their names as sponsors

of the school, itself, or some of its activities. The most important name

from the standpoint of publicity which they have secured is that of

EL£A]\tOR| ROOSEVELT, Exhibit No. 26 is correspondence in the files of Mr.

C. ::. XIL3Y. In this exhibit it will be noted there is a report from some

unknown person .three paragraphs in length on an investigation conducted

concerning >^l£S HORTON. Exhibit No. 25 also contains on the front page

a prD-i^**
6r-?y of a letter directed by ELEANOR ROOSEVELT to the Highlander

jv->^ 'School, Exhibit No. 27 is a photograph of a mimeographed sheet
put out by the Highlander Fclk School publicizing Mrs. ROOSEVELT'S support.

Exhibit No. 28 is a photograph taken from a newsraoar
article which published a photostat of the check ano letter vriu^.h she sent
tc the Highlander Folk School in 19i*0. Exhibit No. 27 is beinr, forwarded
with all letters sent out by the Highlander Folk Ccnool asking for con-
tributions from other persons.

Exhibit No, 29 is a photograph of an announcement sent out
by th( '•'U^ington Committee of the Highlander Folk School about 'i benefit
to bo f,lv?o in 'Washington, D. C. on December 6, 192*0. It will be noted
that

"

tach:

The Kst of sponsors on this exhibit contains many notable names. r rA-±n£ndj.

-

cativo of the inactive n9iujp* ^? *t "Least a part of this ppcmg^rsiap, jP-O/**
Exhibit v^.- z>v> wnich is an exchange of <Kur<;sDo*'*^»«»« between ma^^mm* *-~aV~/<-'

Secretary CORDELL/HULL, is enclosod.

rMCC[ : ROSS has signed the letter of January 27. ?^9l4l which is at-
.1 to t.-. .s same exhibit and his wife's name appears on the cormi^tee,

and

Exhibit No. 31 is a photograph of a circular put out by the
Highlander Folk School concerning the sponsorshin of the school by JOHN L.
lests.

Exhibit No 25, previously mentioned, wc:Ichiprtl:A*-c"*nfc!»d copv
cf :;'v. If- t,h Lender Fling, under the headline "Highlander Benefit," reports
on trr r'lbnington Benefit held December 6, 192*0 and in addition r*vz that
a New 10 "k Committee gave a theater benefit or* Jir;:"'-y -*2, 192-P. » A 3ist of

-9-
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MISCELLANEOUS

in

I 1

University of

the South/at Sewanee, Tennessee, when questioned regarding 4fl IBB students

•who had gfhovm an interest in the Highlander Folk School, advised that a

who received his B.A. and Masters Degree from the University

:he South ___

^

(PW^_—^^
H had been curious regarding the courses of inst/uction at the Highlander

: School and was believed to have taken the suyrer course there in 19i+0«

__ says he does not believe that ^B^is a Communist and would

in all probability give full details of his attendance at the Highlander

Folk School, A lead is being set out to interview him.
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Because MYLES NORTON was known to register at the
">.:. M/incoga. a check of registrations was made with the assistance" oJ

Ws£&k WKt fllHIV advised that he knew all of this group
::.-.; in checking through registrations he pointed out of his own volition
*M fcl lowing persons whom he stated were connected with the Highlander
Folk School and who had registered at the hotel at various times

j

\

BERNARD BOIttH, Registered
WSS D01.3R0V/5KI "

T-' til CJ;hI3r''>rKE;t

kYLLR MORTON
ZEIPHIA HORTON
xILLIAM BUTTRICK
JURY LWiRENCE

9-1-1+0,
1- 2-U\ and
3-l-U,
12-30-1*0,

5-19-Uo,
5-19-1+0,

5-19-1+0,

5-30-1+0.

- 16 -
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It will be noted that three registrations are shown for May

19, 19U0 in the names of MYLES HORTON, ZELPHEA HORTON and T/ILLIAM BUTTRICK.

This is the day preceding the meeting of Communists menti oned above and

is probably the group from the school which AHHHI^V remembers as being

registered at the hotel at about that time. In connection vrith these

registrations it was noted that DOMBR0W5KI called telephone number

on January 2, 19j«fe. This is the telephone number of

v^mmmmm—^«^^__^_—— requested CHRISTOPHER to pick up

a box left at the Park Hotel, Knoxville, by HORTON with the name of the

Highlander Folk School on it. This box was examined at the Park Hotel by

Special Agent MHMl and JMHB^HHHi Kncxville Police Department,

and wan found tc contain a number cf becks, most of which were children's

stories, and fiction books cf an innocuous nature. Included in the box

v.-ere a few bocks of interest because cf their radical labor or political

character. These are set out as fellows:

- 17 -
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"The Economy of Abundance," by STEWART CHASE. McMillan Company,

"Makers of Freedom," by SHERWOOD EDDY and KIRBY PAGE, George H. Dome Co.,

"The Social Principals of Jesus," by V.
rALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH,

"There is Ccnfusicn," by JESSE REDMONT FAUCET,

"The R--ad Ahead, (a primer of Capitalism)," by HARRY Yi\ LAIDI£R,

Crowe11 Company,
"The Causes of Yfor," by ARTHUR PIRROTT. Mc!&llan Company,

"History and Problems of Organized Labor," by FRANK TR'XEY CARLTON, Pttlfc,

§f* C. Heath Company, New York,

"E. Company," GENE RICHARD BLOCH, Simon & Schuster.

"Trade Unionism and Labcr Problems," by Win. Z. RIPIEY, Ph.D. Ginn & Company,

"Christianity and Labor Problems," KIRBY PAGE, etc. Associated Press.

b>
:

:i

Vfhile checking registrations fl ^F Chattanooga,

it was noticed that a large group cf persons registered in from New York

and that the cards were narked Uphaus. jflj HH^HBHI B^
explained that this group came to Chattanooga about once a year and seemed

to be some sort cf a traveling school. He produced a letter received from

this group making reservation at the hotel and it was noted that the name

was theReligion and Lab^r Foundation, 106 Carmel Straet, New Haven, Connecti-

cut, ~<ILLARD 4JPHAUS, Executive Secretary, LEON ROSSERfLAND, Chairman,

CHARLES F.l.McLENNAN, Hid,West Secretary. The person who registered in fcr

the group v^as CHARIES C./7JEBBER, Group Leader, 521 West 122nd Street,

Nrw York, New Y^rk. On July 17, 191+0 while this group was registered at

MBMHflHHHHHHHHHP called long distance to Monteagle,

Tennessee. The person called at Ucnteagle could net be determined but

gf^QSHMF stated he had heard some of the group mention gcing to the High-

lander Folk School when they left Chattanooga. Since Mr. "WEBBER, who lisxoc^

himself as Group Leader, gave a New York address, a lead is being s»t eut

for N ftw York -to check him and the activities sf the Foundation.

^ 18 -
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Fcr the benefit of the New Orleans Office , the following
excerpt -from a form letter requesting funds dated March 8, 19hl t

which was

sent i-ut by the Highlander Folk School, is quoted:

"Added tc cur community program is the activity of the staff in the labor
field. Our extension worker, MARY LAWRENCE, is expecting to leave soon
for educational work with unions in New Orleans, where a large organizational

-j drive is in progress. A special two weeks' session for union members will
1* - ^ open here on May 12,"

* As an example of the type cf literature distributed by the
Highlander Fclk School, Exhibit Nc. 32 is being enclosed. It will be noted
that mention is made of 8,000 minors in Grundy County who will be affected

:| by an increase in salary of one dollar per day and that the local merchants
will benefit in a total amount of $8,000 per day as a result. The entire

population of Grundy County is only 9,717, according tc the 1930 census,

ft» H. K1LBY cf tho Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company at
Tracy City, Tennessee, which is in Grundy County, advises that there are

less than 1,000 miners in the entire county.

In Exhibits numbered 3 through 20, numerous references are

made tc strike activities on the part of TUYLES HORTOtf, WILLIAM BUTTRICK,

JAMES DOMBRCWSKI and ZILLA HAWEStamong the residents of Grundy County. There

are two specific instances mentioned in which the activities of these per-

sons from the Highlander Folk Schcol caused strikes which definitely lowered

the income cf the persons striking.

j
One of the few industries cf Grundy County is the cutting of

wood for pulp purposes, which is known as bugwcod cutting. Before these bug-

\
wood cutters were organized by persons from the Highlander Folk School

]
they were getting a price cf $1,50 per cord for the wood they cut. After

J the strike the price was dropped to one dollar per cord and the quantities

j
purchaso* were dropped to such an extent that only about half of these pre-

I
vicusly employed cutting this wood were again employed for the same purpose,

\ The ether local strike organized by persons from the High-

l-r.dcr Fclk School was that of the tT.P.A. workers. Approximately eight

j hundred persons were employed by W.P.A* in Grundy County, working on farm-to-

! market roads but a definite slowdown cf work and a subsequent strike in

: which sitdown tactics were used so much delayed the work that the W.P.A. was

f.creed to curtail the program and after the strike only 2+00 persons wore re-

entployed on the road project.

- 19 -
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In Exhibit Nc. 2 a strike at the Richmond Hosiery Mills
at Daisy, Tennessee in 1955 is mentioned in which persons from the school
took a leading part in a riot which resulted in one of them being shot.

A lead is being set out tc obtain more definite information regarding this
activity.

In about 193U or 1935 an attempt was made to organize
textile mills in Kncxville, Tennessee, during which several raids were con-
ducted by vigilante committees and a great deal of Communist literature
reported tc have been destroyed. In discussing this matter with
jSBjjHHMBBBBMB MP cf the Knoxville Police Department and

HBP now with Draft Board No. 2 but who was at that time

jflHBHBHPBI Kncxville, Tennessee, it was determined that nc official
action was taken at that time but that a strong vigilante committee com-

posed of Legionnaires and other local citizens had raided several different
houses and had run the so-called Communists out of town. No arrests were
made and no reccrd was maintained of any of the literature found nor of the
persons concerned in the agitation. However, both MPHPP and£PMB remember that FRANZ DANIEL and ZILLl HAKES were the leaders in the

agitation and that they were kncwn to be connected with the Highlander
Fclk School at that time.

- »

: . wmm mm^m—mmmm—m m v has made some mention era
"T / ^ strike at a hosiery mill at Rcckwcod in about 1936 an d this is believed to

be the same strike mentioned in Exhibit No. 1. From ^^HMHi
' report is is believed that FRANZ DANIEL, ZILLA HARES and MYXES HORTON were

the instigators of this strike and that the persoqff picked up with the

Communist literature in his possession while on the road to join the High-
lander Folk School was named HIIEURN. A lead is being set out to check

this information at Rockwood.

Due to the number of local contacts made by Mr. C. H. KIIBY
around Monte agio and Tracy City and the number of affidavits obtained by

him from local persons, no additional investigation is being conducted at

the present time tc further verify the information contained in these

affidavits. In the event that it later proves to be necessary, all of

these persons mentioned in the affidavits can be located as they are local

residents whe are classed as natives of this mountainous section ard seldom

leave their homes.

- PENDING -

- 20 -
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ENCLOSURES:

TO BIRMINGHAM:

Exhibit No. 21, photostatic
x
copy of record of evidence that

can be given by
Exhibit No, 22, photostatic bopy of unsigned statement o

hat fi f^/

^;,.T-

TO THE BUREAU:

Exhibit No. 1, photograph of a letter; from
Athens, Tennessee, to
Tennessee, dated 11-16-UOj

Exhibi t No. 2, aMgfjgjat °f report, of

JH^BHHHllBBV^ dated May 6, 1935*

^V^ Exhibit No. 3, photostat of affidavit of
. , hJ& '* ^ dated November 23, 19bP,

hM^* ~ij ~/f* \ Exhibit No. 1+, photostat of affidavit of

£/- 16 December 16, 19U0,
Exhibit No. 5, photostat of affidavit of

dated December 16, 19U0,
Exhibit No. 6, photostat of unsigned statement of

'^^P dated December c, I9ij0, '

Exhibit No. 7, photostat of affidavit of

dated January U, 19l4l>

Exhibit No. '8, photostat of affidavit of,

dated January 7, 19Ul,
Exhibit No. 9, photostat of affidavit of

dated December 21, 19^40,

Exhibit No. 10, photostat of affidavit of

dated February 12, 19U,
Exhibit No, 11, photostat of affidavit of-

dated January lU, 19U1,
Exhibit No. 12, photostat of affidavit of,

dated January 3j 19Ul>
/

Exhibit No. 13, photostat of letter from the 'National

Youth Administration, Nashville, Tennessee, dated August

!U, 1939, /

Exhibit No. lh t
photostat of affidavit of MHHHHBr dated

December 18, 19U0, . ,
'

Exhibit No, 15, photostat of affidavit of A^HBVKatcd
February 2, 19l4l>

Exhibit No. 16, photostat of affidavit of
dated December 2, 19U0,

- 21 -
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Exhibit No. 17, photostat of affidavit of

M$$&l December 30, 19U0,
Exhibit No. 18, photostat of affidavit of

dated January 2, 191*1,

Exhibit No. 19, photostat of affidavit
December 28, 191*0,

Exhibit No. 20, photostat of affidavit of

dated December 28, 19*40,

Exhibit No. 21, photostat of evidence which can be given by

MBHB^Htf dated February 22, 19I4I,

Exhibit No. 22, unsigned statement of^^P dated

February 2i+, 191*1,

^Exhibit No. 23, photostat o£ a proposed affidavit covering

information given in newspaper articles written by JOHN

McDOUGALykURNS in th? Nashville, Tennessean,

Exhibit No.'2U, photograph of Young Communist League card

bearing name
Exhibit No. 25, copy of the Highlander 'Fling, Vol. 3, No*

February, 19bX,
Exhibit No. 26, photograph of letters written

by ELEANOR ROOSEVELT,
Exliibit No. 27, photograph of leaflets put out by the High-

lander Folk School concerning Mrs. ROOSEVELT'S report,

Exhibit No. 28, photograph of newspaper article showing check

and letter from Mrs. ROOSEVELT in 19^0,
Exhibit No. 29, photograph of program of benefit held by

Washington Committee for the Highlander jfofcoSflriy of a

letter dated January 27, 191P-, signed byiMMlM^ (j/\t^
Exhibit No. 30, photograph of exchange of correspondence be- JO '

tween ^HMBP and Secretary CORDELL HULL,

Exhibit No. 31, photograph of leaflet put out by the High-

lander Folk School concerning endorsement by JOHN L. LEWIS,

Exhibit No. 32, original mimeographed leaflet put out by

Highlander Folk School concerning increased pay of miners

union members.

1.

i f/^

- 22 -
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UNDEVELOPED IEADS:

THE BIRMINGHAM OFFICE:

At Birmingham, Alabama , will determine the reliability of

the DuBcse Publishing Company and, if possible, determine what printing

has been done by them for the Highlander Folk School. It should be borne

in mind that this DuBose- Publishing Company has also done printing for the

Southern Conference For Human Welfare and has at least quoted on work in
+ Ur- r»?.st for the Southern Worker, the Communist newspaper in the South.

from
At Huntsville, Alabama, will obtain all possible information A ^C^"'""^ as 'outlined in bchibit^^s. 21 and 22, enclosed,

who is J^/*
I to determine if he

"^At FTnronr.p., ,^1nbaffi\, vri.13 interview
employed dHHHBHH^HH^HH^BHHH^^HMli
h&s attended a session of the Highlander Fclk School and, if so, obtain all

possible information regarding the courses, teachers, and students. Yfill

:1s: r-:>p:rt all connections with the Communist Party of any activity or per-

sons at the school.

THE BOSTON OFKTCEj

At Nor thampton, Massachusetts , will determine the character

and activity of the Institute i'cr Labor Studies, who received a check for

two dollars from the Highlander Folk School.

TIE BUFFALO OFFICE:

At Buffalo, New York, will check on the activities of

THE CHICAGO OFFICE:

At Chicago, Illinois , will check en the occupation and

activities of UDUISS GRATIiAK/aCHMAN, former secretary of the Highlander

Folk School, who recently moved to Chicago

- 23 -
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THE DETROIT OFFICE:

At Flint, Michigan , iri.ll determine whether 4H1 HflR a

recent arrival at the Highlander "Folk School, is related in any manner to

If fl B£s determined to be a former
resident cf Flint, will determine her activities and reputation there.

KNOXVILLE OFFICE:

fro

. !

At Tr^cy Ci ty, Tennessee , will re-contact Mr. C. H. KILBY
for such new information as ne may receive concerning the school.

At Monteagle, Tennessee, will re-contact

At Norris, Tennessee, will re-contact
employed in the Forestry Division of the Tennessee Valley

Authority for complete information regarding a trip he mads to the Highlander
Folk School in connection with his forestry work and also regarding an attempt
made by IAY1ES HOHTON cr JAMES DOMBROT/SKI to make a speech at Ncrris during

1935 or 1956.

^ It Chattanooga, Tennessee^ will c ontact

|fgHHHIHMMBBHHIi HHHHHHHI for any new information he

is able to obtain regarding LOUISE B. COKKUNG, Secretary of the Highlander
Folk School.

4i<l-

At Daisy, Tennessee, will contact
Richmond Hosiery Hills, for all information in his possession

concerning a strike at his plant during 1935 when the strikers were led
by a delegation from the Highlander Folk School.

At Rockwood, Tennessee, will re-contact
the Highway Patrol and from him obtain the names of those local citizens who

were on the vigilante committee during the hosiery mill strike in 1935 °r in

1936 and from these local citizens will obtain complete details concerning the

participation of persons from the Highlander Folk School with this strike

- 2U-

int

<il£~

<£lc^



o O
cs^l

£*

.W i

y

13

b
E'-W

i?o
HIGH UNDER FOLK SCHOOL 61-12 U-io-Ui

and in particular, will determine the name of the person, thought tc be
1HLBURN, who y/as f:und with considerable Communist literature on his person
connecting him with the Highlander Fclk School.

THE LOUISVILLE OFFICE:

At Berea, Kentucky, will determine the character and repu-
of ^pHflMH HH HHHHBH H^ 1,7*10 en ~

dcrsed a check mode cut by the Highlander Folk School to KTLES HORTON in the
amount cf $2^.65 abcut February 15, 19liL. This check was deposited in the

tic-

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE:

At Nashvi lle, Tennessee, will get a certified copy of the
charter cf the Highlander FoXR School from the Secretary of State and will
obtain copies cf such correspondence as nay have been written or received
at any time concerning this chajpjbr.

At the State American Legion Headquarters, will contact the
Americanization Committee to determine whether it ha s any of the records *
ccmpiled

: jg ^^IHI HHHH^P' ^c'7JP
and apparently head of the Americanization Committee

at one time. Particular search should be made for a bulletin of the Revo-
lutionary Policy Committee cf the Socialist Party issued in April, 1931+
which was signed by JAlffiS DOLSBROWSKI, FRANZ DANIEL and ELIZABETH EWES.
7/ill obtain any other pertinent information from the American Legion files
concerning the Highlander Folk School,

18!

THE KTAKT OFFICE:

At Gainesville, Florida, will determine the present activity-

./ 1 ^*L

- 25 -
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE t

following flames:

Highlander 'Folk School,
miss HOUTCN,
JAWES DOlffiROnSKI,

ELIZABETH HA7JES.

Will check at 99 Claremcnt Avenue to determine if a family
bearing the last name SCHULTZ lives there c-r has lived there in the past.
Will determine the reputation and activities of the SCHULTZ family ^vhich
might link tho«i with the Communist Party, Will also determine if C. B.
SHULTZj cr E. B. SHULTZ, is related, it being noted that a box cf bocks was
recently sent to the Highlander Fclk School, one cf v/hich bore the name of
ANNA U SCHULTZ at the above address.

-26-
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Will check the reputation and activities ofMMP J^ ') l_^^^ who si^nei himself on the register 4HHBHBHHP Chattanooga, *V /
^~

as Group Leader for the Religion and Labor Foundation, 331 Vfest 122nd Street, j£ y j\
New York. This gr-up is also known as the Uphaus Group and apparently con- ^
ducts some kind of a labor school.

THE ^'.'-SHTNGTON FIELD OFFICE:

At Kashincton, D. C
^livitics

ill determine the rei

•n
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This case originated at EEOXVILLS, TEl^SSSEE FILE NO. 100-1291

REPORT MADE AT

VIA!.'I, FLORIDA

DATS WHEN MADE

5/13/41

period ron
WHICH MADE

4/26/41

EiEOJizrsEa fgiz school
/

rCPORTMADERY /^ RA

CHARACTER Or CAM

3CTCTSAL SECURITY *
. C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: WILLIAL T. tftJTTRICK, JB. entered Uni-
versity or Florida, Gainesville, Florida,
February 1, 1941 and is presently taking
course in Social Science. He is residing
in dormitory* No indication of subversive >

activities there, j—_—«—m««—g ^7£

IliCE; Report of Special Agent
Knoxville, Tennessee dated 4/10/41.

AT GAII-337IIXE, FURIDA

/;

t^7£

Aeent contacted £ HB Superintendent of Hails
.e University Station, and she advised that EUTTSICa was
3v.*n to her and that his mail had not attracted her attention*
2vised th«t he resided in Section *£", Room 225, Fletcner %
on the University Campu3 and that he rented Box 2331 on ;^c

.ary 29, 1540, which is a very small mail box* -
--*"

CJ —

cent acted Jl HP
crsity of Florida, who furnished the school record on WILLIAM
UTTRICi:, JR. which disclosed that he was born at Ashevllle,
h Carolina on August 30, 1910 and thst his parents reside et

d lOutMOC

TTHll REPORT

„ ille

24 ?96i

OO NOT WRITE IN THE« SRACEE '

^Z7ATr> i - #/ .

MAfl'5,1941

^V >!•

» » 1-iBttiun r»u , «T** 1—MM
\
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85TWashington Road, Asheville, He rave his home eddress a***"'

Vcnteagle, Tennessee *hen he filed his application on January**'^

15, 1941 and stated he ettended Ashoville, North Carolina Hi£h

School frcin 1924 to 19££, City College a&Asheville from 19£8 to

1930 and Dulre University from 19SC tc 1931* He entered the

University on February 1, 1941 and is majoring in Social Science

apparently -with a vie* of getting a degree to work as a teacher*

Be is single and a Kethodist*

EUTTPJCK stated in his application that be had been
'

previously employed selling magazines, radios, and real estate;
i.i«:t he had done some writing fox. the WPA Writers* Project in.

I orth Carolina; that he had taught in the KYA Camps in
Pennsylvania and had taught /at the Highland Tolk Schools

,

flHHW advised that he believes his college la

free of any organized radical element; that he tries to keep a
close rat eh on this situation end occasionally when a disturbing
element shows up he is eliminated* He steted that FCTTUCK is un«

kno-n to him end he has never had any reports on him, end thet no
confirmation was made by the school of his teaching activities at
the Kirbland Folk School*

I

>.'»'. C. : " 1-;*

Ant,

Agent interviewed MMBBWUMBIMI Director of
Residence,^^^ He stated thet he had never received
zny unfavorable reports on ELTTOCE; that he had conversed with
HTTHICK on two occasaors, cnce when he first entered the Uni-
versity and applied for the monitcrship job for Section "E" where
he resides but was not successful in obtaining the position. No
reason was given by KJTTP.ICE in applying for this position, but
it carries a $24 fee per semester, which he believes was the motive.
L'cre recently FUTTMCE h&d contacted him end reserved a room until
next February, He stated that he would make a discreet inquiry and
advise Agent further on the matter*

Subsequent lyJMBHM t.lvlti d Agent by telephone that
ue Lad contacted Section «2" monitor and also RJTTUICK'S roommate
a;.-d they reported that he is not inclined to be very sociable;
th.it he has but little to er.y and is very 6tudious; that he claims
to te suffering from e heart ailment and he has not by words or
tcts indicated any subversive tendencies*
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This case originated at KNOICVILLE

Report made at

kijoxvillc, ten::.

Title

iAU OF I

e\enn.

Date made

6-i-ia /

File No. 61-12

Period

15,17-Ul

-«-.

Report made by

AEB

HIGHLANDS FOLK SCHOOL

//

L_

Character of case

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

SYNOPSIS

:

Additional information concerning past activities
of IIIghlander Folk School and members _of_ its

faculty indicate Communist "leanings of school. _^ «._^-2

—

.

^LtJEDRMAflOtf CONTAINED

.f
"•%

V

R2FERE;:C]

DETAILS:

/
<-.-_

_ P . HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Report of Special Agent AVHV, Knoxville, I4.-IO-I4I,

Report of Special Agent^BHHBB| L'liami, 5-13-^1.

f

4iu
AT MOKTEAGLE, TSNIJSSS^IE

:

-- i.

Postmaster, Konteagle, Tennessee, was
contacted on l£ay 13, 19^A and stated that the "spring term

for southern workers" (fcay 12 to Hay/210 was presently in

.) session at the Folic School. LEIEsJlORTCN had called a^J^ggj,

\

Approved and
forwarded .-

Copies:
r
'5' bureau 2

1

2 Albany 2
2 Atlanta 2

2 Baltimore 2
2 Birmingham 2
2 Boston 2
2 Charlotte 2

2 Chicago 3
2 Clevelaari

2 Denver 2

2 Detroit . 2

2 Nun ting ton 2

2 Indianapolis 2

<&UTsZc^4jL*MA-' SAC

/
hf^yjz-^L.

Los Angeles
Louisville
fenphis
Miami
Milwaukee
New Haven
New Orleans

New York
ie. j. conntxllt)

Oklahoma City
Omaha
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh

2 Richmond
2 San Antonio

,

2 San Francisco
/

2 St. Louis
1

2 St. Paul
\

2 Savannah
\

2 Washington Field

ii Knoxvill^

JUL 1 19^1

M&^Wi

X goraso iasy/j^fjmt
t
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ilonteagle Post Office and given the following list of students:

/ BILLY CAVINESS,

/ SIDNEY PITTEHPURG,

JOEL MATTHEWS,
paul mm, —-

FELIX CAILLEIIET,

GATIIA LIAE LEE,

hazel aEffia-n-iA,

j/^
i"^'-:.%:v'-i-v:J'Or

"

/

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ announced a "summer workshop

!o^stuaen^vr^er?Wul^2^oTugust 9, 191A- Sponsors of the workshop

were listed as:

PAUL greet:,

laLLIAli S. KNICKERBOCKER, ^--
JULIA COLLIER

;
HARRIS, ^^

I.SLLEN BRAND, and
BAB3TTE DEUTSCH.

Teachers were listed as:

CHARLES wJ(F3RGUSOH, Associate Editor of the Readers'

.Digest;
UARY\IAFSLEY, Former teacher of writing at Hood

:»v*San|

College, Maryland;

PHIUP/J.ITLHOUS, Student
North. Carolina.

at the University of

- 2 -
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Guest speakers Trere listed as JAJESlSTILL and HARRY HARRISON

1ROKL.

;;ss^

The cost of the session is given as thirty dollars and there are
no scholastic requirements. An invitation was given to trade union workers,

college students, "Y" members, church groups and farm organizations. Also
included in each of the 1,650 envelopes mentioned above was a press release
dated kay 1, 191+1, announcing a two weeks' session commencing May 12, 191+1.

The courses are listed as: "Singing, dramatics, discussion of labor problems
and history, speeches, reading and recreation." Speakers and special teachers

for this session are listed as:

JOHN T.\jpNES, Director of Labor Non Partisan League;

HOLLIS V.\REID, Chairman of the Tennessee Commonwealth
Federation;

YflLLML M.\ EAVES, Regional T/age and Hour Division;
FRANII^OFFEE, Social Security Board;
Reverend ELS'..rORTl\si:ITH, Southern Cooperative Conference;

ROBERT L.\CRUDEN, Publicity Director, United Rubber "Jorkers;

PAUL R\ CHRISTOPHER, Secretary-Treasurer, Tennessee Industrial

Union Council.

Also announced was a "Labor's Won Partisan league Institute,"

Kay 17 to 18, under ALTON IAVJRENCE, Southern Representative; the Annual

Tri State Hosiery Institute, June 7 and 8, announced by ED7AHD F. CALLITHAN,

Southern Director, American Federation of Hosiery Workers.

An issue of the Highlander Fling, published by the Highlander

Folk School, dated April, 191+1j contains the following articles of par-

ticular interest:

" ?OR:^R STUDENTS ORGANIZING

Here are the current organizing and negotiating activities of Highlander

students:

- 3 -



— ' «'11 A*

c

m&
HIGHLANDER FOIK SCHOOL 61-12

\

f

I- #

Cecil\Pegues, member of the i&ne, iiill and Smelter Workers, recently or-

gan!zea the Dixie Hetal Products Company of Bessemer, Alabama, a touch job

to judge by previous attempts at unionization there. Currently he is

negotiating a contract for the new union. Cecil is also business agent for

the TJholcsale Local of the Birmingham Retal Clerks.

An election was recently foield and itoh by the TVfUA at the Louisville Sani-
tary Wipers Company. Lilyadon, Highlander 1%0, joined HaH^Gibbons in the

two week organizing that brought on the victory. Lil Yadon is a board mem-

ber of the T4UA, Local 2.

Ed^lair, who attended Highlander on the Eleanor Roosevelt Scholarship, is
organizing for the Amalgamated. At the successful Cluctt strike in Vtlanta

he was in charge of the entertainment on the picket line and in the strike

tent. .

\ f
J. D.YBradford is organizing for the International Cement, Lime, and Gypsum
..orkers (A. F. of L.) in Knoxville.

* Hosiery organizer and President of the Highlander Alumni Association, Matt
\Lynch is back in Tennessee after several months of "activity in Mississippi.

John\pate, TiVUA, y/as one of the contract negotiators at the Mansfield Mills,
Lumber ton, K. C, which brought wage increases ranging from 5 per cent to

15i par cent. John's Union has acquired a new hall.

Other Alumni Activity

BillyeXBailey's local ILGV7U, in Atlanta, now has a hall. Billyc is

director of the union's educational program, and sends the following details.
There are classes for white members and for negro members in union procedure,
parliamentary lav/ and public speaking, history of trade unions and the

XUjTU, and study of garment manufacture. In the recreation line there are

bingo games, bowling teams, and Mr. I. Q.*s, again for white members and

colored members. Plans are being made to extend the classes to Griffin,

Georgia, v/here there arc other Highlander alumni.

Virginia/ Swann vras elected recording secretary of her Nashville Hosiery
Local, lost her job, and is now working at Gastonia.

~k-
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TENNESSEE CCMOT.TEALTH FEDERATION ORGANIZED

Accepting the challenge of John BA Thompson, chairman or the Southern Con-
ference For Human Welfare, that "all men are to be judrsd in their devotion
to real democracy by their willingness to defend and c .tend it in times of
emergency," the Tennessee Conference on Democracy meet\ng in Nashville on
"ashington's birthday organized the Tennessee Commonwealth Federation.

The purpose of this organization is "to join in common cause all men and
--r.cn, including those who labor on the farm, in office, mine, mill, or
elsewhere, for concerted independent political action."

H. V.vReid, legislative representative of the Railroad Brotherhoods, was
made chairman a:rl an executive board was elected from the C.I.O., A.F. of L,,
+ he four Railroad Brotherhoods, and liberal groups who had jointly spon-
ored the conference. Urs. Ruth/Tputler, 1018 Cotton Crates Bldg., Nash-
:'..Iie, is the Federation's Secretary./:

Vs.

.

r
-„. :_.= ; lution thu Federation condemned the "Grundy County Crusaders," point-
ing cut that the Crusaders' attacks on labor people and labor institutions
constitute a throat to democracy and national unity.

RECENT ENDORSEMENTS

The United lane Workers, local 7708 in Grundy County, and the International
Mine, Mill and Smelter Y.'orkers Union are among the organizations which
have recently endorsed Highlander.

SCHEDULE FOR 191+1

Kay 12-21* Two week term for union workers.
Jj:ic 7 and 8 Institute for American Federation of Hosiery ITorkers.

C^n2 9-21 Junior Union Camp.
.

T
u-?e 50-July 28 Work Camp for America.

7"ly 28-Aucust 9 Writers Workshop.
*

—

r+ 18-Septembcr 27 Six week term for union workers. "

- 5 -



4-750 (2-7-79)

xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

11

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

(_1 Deleted under exemption(s) wC/ f *•— with no segregable

material available for release to you.

LJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

uJ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

i i Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)

_ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page's) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page's; withheld for the following reason(s):

.~1 For your information:

i-— The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

Al-nsn - -2J, y- t — J-o
f~

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
\ DELETED PAGE(S) \
X NO DUPLICATION FEE x
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XX.^XX



4-750 (2-7-79) / (̂
XXXXXX
xxxxxx
XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

F01PA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

1 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

L_j Deleted under exemption(s) %̂ J / — .... r^rl '>-—"^ with no segregable

material available for release to you. /

LJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

I 1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

I i Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)
t

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your information:

L0 The. following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

T

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X

XNO DUPLICATION FEE \
XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX



V v)

4 V
H/1 HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 61-12

jja^j-fji!

"? v -' .•

1\

rws& •

*>—<*

*»

^_^ | Gagor Lime i-anufacturing

Lij'j^ ^liuj -»'ood, Tennessee, who resides at Sowancc, Tennessee, stated that

a'j th.:v:i£h his company has had considerable labor trouble during the past few
v_:;i .3 he has not been able to definitely trace any of the trouble as

criminating at the Highlander Folk School,

hes been

ian alumnus of the Highlander Folk School,

constant trouble-raa?:er at the Gager Lii<ie iuanufacturing Company

Uhll several years ago some persons from the Highlander

Folk School came to the lime company 1.1th a motion picture camera and ex-
plained that they were taking pictures concerning workers in East Tennessee.

F':.:tc rraphs were taken of employees of the lime company, using the lime
.*-..::. ar.y f

i. trash heap as a background. 4HBP^-^ that tilis was done

in .: u-i-r to give an untrue picture of working conditions at the lime company.

.. , Tennessee, stated that Dr. IC-J CiufKEGCES and Dr. 7LSU-2NG JaaSS,

members of the faculty at the University of the South previously mentioned in

*':.'.z report, have both agreed to give courses of instruction at the Kigh-

_.:.. ajr Folk School this summer. Dr. JiCJZS has recently held at least three

. - ,ce meetings attended by five or si:: students of the University o£ the

Sc-nth. Recently a comrdttee of Theology students waited on Dr. j;j.ES and

requested that he discontinue his connection with the Highlander Folk School

and his peace activities. Dr# JjJjSS made a very anti-British address at a

~ 22 -
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meeting of the Somen's Auxiliary of the University of the South during the
Lenten Season. The University of the South is an Episcopal school and the
majority of the persons connected vath it are decidedly pro-British, and
therefore the members of the Women* s Auxiliary were very upset at the tenor
of Dr# Ji^lIES 1 speech.

;tated that Professor THOI-iAS G0VA2J, previously mentioned in

this report as being sympathetic tovard the Highlander Folk School, is a
former classmate of JALES D0L3R0VTSI-J, Secretary of the Highlander Folk

in' 1
1

i igpiiwif *»i'

^-•A#

r
v

stated that
he has upon several occasions treated JA12SS DOIJERO'iVSKI and other persons
residing permanently or temporarily at the Highlander Folk School, Although
Grundy County is th3 source of many charity patients at the 41 HHH
MHRHP DOIjEKL'SEI or other persons at the Folk School have never brought
any local people to the hospital for treatment. Payment for treatment given

to persons at the Highlander Folk School isa-allays made by JraJES DOiJEROWSKI.

The November 21, 191*0 issue of the Sevranee Purple, official

organ of the students of the University of the South, reported a speech

given by Dr. JA1XS DOL!BiiO';.'SKI before the Fi Gamma Liu Social Science Fra-
ternity. A portion of this article is set out as follows:

"At its meeting on Thursday, November li*, Pi Gamma Mu, Social Science
Fraternity, had as its speaker Dr. JaIES DOuBIcO^oKI, Director of the High-

lander Folk School near Licnteagle. Dr. DOiffiHOlVaCC holds a Doctorate from

Columbia University, is a graduate of the Union Theological Seminary in

New York City, and is an author of some note. He has been prominent in

labor education for a number of years.

The speaker discussed the religious background of the school. He pointed

out that most of the early faculty members were graduates of Union

Theological Seminary and that some of the most generous supporters of the

iich'-ol ari church organizations and clergymen. He said that he, himself,

..„.! ,../._. -.I the labor cause through the religious channel,

£3 -
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AT T:?-ACY cm, TE&jESSEE :

flHHpHRI HB Limber
Company, Tracy City, stated

H

hat he made a delivery of lumber to the High-
lander Folk School in 1939. flBBwent into the main building of the school
in search of someone to take delivery of the limber. He noticed charts on
the Trail of one of the downstairs rooms depicting how to organize a meeting
by parliamentary procedure and how* to get control of a meeting. He saw no
evidence of mountain craft work.

/"'«y*

v

related that Jkl'ZS DOiEriC'VSEI took motion pictures of the
strikers during the V.'.P.A, strike in Tracy City in January and February of
l'?j>9. For these motion pictures, the strikers wore their oldest and most
tattered clothing. Girls from the Highlander Folk School made speeches to
the i.'.P.A, strikers as to their rights.

gave the following information
concerning the YJ.P.A. strike in Grundy County in January and February of 1939:

CHARLES rADALS, County Road Superintendent, was a former student
and sympathiser of the Highlander Folk School. He demanded to be allowed
to appoint all Y.'.F.A. foremen on road projects. This the V.F.A. authorities
refused to allow him to do. immediately thereafter, agitation commenced »

for a strike of the W.P.A. workers. IHV often saw JAIJLS DOJsBROI/SKI and

LYLES KQRTON out on IV. P.A. projects talking to the workers. DOiERCVfSKI and
HGuTON would leave when fl^pcome within hearing distance. Vihcn the

. strike was called, the Yi'.F.A. workers took over the 1V.P.A. office at Tracy
City and staged a sit-down strike. HORTON and DOiSRO'.VSKI brought girls
r
rc;.:. the Highlander Folk School to the Y/.P.A. office where the strike was in

progress. These persons from the Highlander Folk School made speeches to the
strikers, advising them as to the proper method of conducting the strike, and
the girls from the Highlander Folk School danced with the strikers in the

"./.P. A. office. A great deal of liquor was in evidence at the Vf.P.A. office
during the sit-down strike, 40^HDBi stated that it is his understanding
that some of the girls from the Highlander Folk School had sexual relations

with some of the strikers. He has no proof of this allegation. AHMHHMr
further stated that although at the time of the strike about seventy-five

percent of the VJ.P.A. workers in Grundy County were associated with or

sympathizers of the Highlander Folk School, only two or threo Y/.P.A. workers

now have anything to do with the Highlendor Folk School.
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stated that about threo years ago ho was in

for tho date on a tombstone. A group of students at the Highlander Folk
School were having some sort of a drill in the Folk School ground, A
-•histie -would blow and they would shout and shove each other around, then
when tho whistle blew again, they would cease their activity. It was

^H^BHHBI^ opinion that thoy were practicing picket-line activity. "When

the students had finished this drill, they sat down and sang songs. One
or the songs was to the tur.e of "The Old Gray IJare She Ain f t Vlhat She Used
to Be," and some of tho words which JBMfl^B overheard were: "Old man

ROOSEVELT ain't what he used to be." Another song which was sung at that
time was "T/hose afraid of the big bad cop," sung to the tune of TSioss Afraid
of the Big Bad "iVolf

.

^^P stated that upon two occasions several years ago

he was shot at from ambush. Ke can think of no reason for this other than
his active opposition to the Highlander Folk School.

^l^BP stated that the Chattanooga Times, a daily

Tw Vi
r
. JONES, local correspondent of the Chattanooga Times, has complained

tc flMMM th^t local circulation has fallen off because of this.

,atcd that when the bakery workers were out on
strike in the summer of 1937, IJALPK TEFFERT2LISR came down from the Folk
School and agitated among the strikers and had meetings with them* TEFFER-
TELLER contacted 4HMHIH) 0J1 L̂ purported to be a representative of the

'.f.rntnrs. V.Tinr! JHBBI^^^fc nointed out that the strikers had violated their

by walking out without giving him notice,casting contract with
TEFi^TELLER said that "The contract \:as just a scrap of paper."

stated that his employees, who are members of an A.F. of L. Union, have

since gone on record as opposing the Highlander Folk School.

flMHIBl related that several years ago a small cyclone

blew the roofs off of several houses at Laager, Tennessee, in Grundy

County. JHHHBBP who is the local representative cf the Red Cross,

appealed to the Red Cross for aid for the victims of the cyclone. A rep-

resentative of the National Hod Cross came to Tracy City and, in company

v>ith MlH^Mi vent to Laager, where the cost of repairing the damaged

houses was estimated. All the victims, numbering about twelve, seemed

very pleased that they were to receive assistance from the Red Cross, but

on the following day when the Red Cross representative andMV^ re-

turned to Laager in order to have the victims sign certain forms,

- 25 -
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and two others refused to sign, whereupon the Red Cross represcn-
tativs became angry and tore up the papers. That night, 4HHHHHPcame to00H and stated that he had reconsidered and wished to accept the
amount allotted to him. MW stated that the reason he had refused to

sign was that J;
1

,LIES DOIJB?.0w SKI and LGXES HORTOK had come to Laager and had
advised him to refuse to accept the amount proffered by the lied Cross inas-
much as it was insufficient. flBHM advised that the Red Cross later
p^idMP and the two others the original amount.

that^MHMHHMHHBMIB
4MMI is a friend of DOJ^RO'.VSCI and HORTOiJ and a supporter of the Highlander
Folic School* At a recent county American Legion convention, <flHHBF opposed
a motion condemning subversive activities. These facts should be borne in
mind a& connection with any investigation at the Tracy City Post Office,

Hr. C, HAKILBY, an employee oT the Tennessee Consolidated
Coal Company, gave the fo\Llo;tins additional information concerning past
activities of the Highlander Folic School:

In 1938, DOLPuV/AUGIHI, then business asent of Highlander
Folk School, made a trip arouncl the county and told all persons on relief
to come to relief headquarters at Tracy City on the following day. The
relief headquarters had worked out a system whereby those on relief were
assigned a particular day of the week on which to come to the office, thus
simplifying distribution of supplies. The arrival of all persons on relief
on the same day created a jam at the relief headquarters. DOLPH VAUGHN was
there in the crowd and when questioned by the relief agent as to why he
had told all the persons on relief to come to the office on the seme day,

he stated loudly, wThe supplies are hero, ^ive them to them."

KILEY stated that VJ. K. I^RLOIVE, a local man who has been
associated closely with the Highlander Folk School, ran as an elector for
E/Jtl ERGV/ICR, Communist candidate for President, in the 193& elections.

KILDY stated that th3 United lane Workers* Union at Tracy

City, Local 5801, went on record sometime ago as condemning the Highlander
Folk School for its activities. LATT EUNCH, International Representative

of the UIX", demanded upon several occasions that Local 58S1 rescind their

condemnation of the Highlander Folk School. This the union refused to do.

On January 31, 191+1 iiATT BX'iCli appeared before Local 5881 and stated that

he was instructed by the International to inform Local 5881 th-t they must

endorse the Highlander Folk School or EUNCH \/ould be forced to take up

their charter. On that date Local 5881 endorsod the Highlander Folk School.
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KILDI stated that LTLES MORTON returned from a trip to New
York City on liay 10, 191*1 and at that time was driving c. 191*1 black Chev-
rolet Sedan, 191*1 Nov York license *,fH*-7U63« KILBjT stai. .d that several
months ago he met a man in a tavern at i^onteagle uho was somewhat under the
influence of liquor. This man stated that he was the son of Dr. FLELL2NG
JAliZS, Dean of the Theology School at the University of the South, Sowanee,
Tennessee. According to this man, Dr. J^iXS was a regular contributor to
the Highlander Folk School b afore coming to Seavanee. This man stated that
'..*: is a teacher in a school in Arkansas. He defended both Commonwealth
College in Arkansas and the Highlander Folk School, stating that they were
labor schools and not Communistic.

ti:iuin?

lr. KILBY, as head of the Grundy County Crusaders, is con-
his efforts against the Highlander Folk School, he recently made a

talk before the State Convention of the Junior Order of America Liech;-nics,

la. anding the Highlander Folk School as a Communist school, and presenting the
affidavits and evidence which he h-s in his possession to substantiate his
eaaim, KILEY is conferring with state officials with a view to initiating
proceedings to cancel the charter of the Highlander Folk School.

AT DAISY, TENliESSEE:

It was learned at Daisy, Tennessee that the Richmond Hosiery
I.alls closed their plant there about 193^* ^^B^BH M
of the Richmond Hosiery Lills, whom a lead was set out to interview, is now
located at the main plant of the Richmond hosiery kills at Rossville, Georgia,
A lead is being set out to interview IB* at Rossville,

AT R0CK.I00D, TENUZSSZE :

Assistant Chief ED TAYLOS of the Tenness ee Highway Patrol
was interviewed et Rockwood, Tennessee arid stated that ^ HHHH
- '-~m a lead was set out to interview, has been trailsferred from Rockwood

the western part of Tennessee. Chief TAYLGE stated, however, that

at Rockwood, had complete information concerning the activities of persons
from Highlander Folk School in connection with the strike at Rockwood.

m • Rockwood, Tennessee,

stated that during the strike at the Rockwood Hosiery Lills in Lay, 1956,

:.a'LES IIOKTON, IIIIEUiUJ EUICJSTEAD, l&TT LYNCH, ZILLi. HAVES and VluMZ DAIJIEL

came to Roclrwood to lead the strike. These persons set up a headquarters

?e;-arato from the union headquarters and endeavored to take over the strike.
'*. this strike they were not successful because of the action of the local

authorities, who rail them out of to\,n, flMrelated that one day

- 27 -
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during the strike, he sighted flHHlH MHl driving or: automobile in

Rockv/ood end took out after him in an attempt to arrest him. 4HBK
was driving a car with Virginia license plates on it and had been seen fre-
quently with LTLES HORTOh for several days preceding this incident.

>£ollowcd ^BpHBi^^^ar out into the country -here he succeeded
in stoppingJHHHHP a:.a arresting him. The bach seal of JlHHUc^
was completely fil..ed with literature. fl|^^^ remembers that some of

this literature cc.vtained the following statement: "Down with the American
flag, up with the Red flan, 11 Other parts of this literature advocated equal
rights for negroes, marriage between \/hites and negroes- the adoption of
Communism in this gauntry, ^$ £TeQ love, ^B^tatod that he kept some
of this literature, .'or a long time but believes thct it has all been destroyed.
However, he "i.ill s ;nrch las records in an effort to fjad some of this.

^233^9 stated •- tin- l!:hj of his arrest that he was < r hi s way to the
Highlander Folk School to deliver a series of lectures. 4HHP later
learned that upon his release, 4HHHBt »ront to the Highlander Folk School
and remained there for about two weeks.

1^0 stated that persons from the Highlander Folk School
had been present at a large number of strikes in the uest Tennessee area.
..e listed these places as: the strike at the Rayon Plant at Elizabethton,
Tennessee, a strike at Kingsport, Tennessee, a strike at the Richmond
*.-— iy -ills at Roosville, Georgia, a strike at the Richmond Hosiery i«ills

at Soddy, Tennessee, a strike at the Richmond Hosiery i-ills at Melville,
"henaessee, the above-inentioiied strike at the Rockwood Hcsiary iiiills at
h z cirv/ocd, Tennessee, and a strike at the Harriman Hosiery kills at Harriman,
'.. aanessee.

A. CHATTANOOGA, THJirSSSSE:

l
. *«*s

stated that he has been unsuccessful in an effort
obtain additional information concerning LOUIS- B. COKKLIMG, presently

;ccretary of the Highlander Folk School. jBP stated that although he

.s well acquainted with^^^W ^nd that she has no radical

.:..d'j;-icies, he cannot vouch for LOUIS- CGKKLING because she has been away

.-:.. heme attending schools throughout the country for a number of years.

;tated that he vould contact the resident agents' office in Chattanooga

learns anything additional on the subject, Ho undeveloped lead is

set out to re-interview

- 26 -
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It was learned from 4| HP that the

records of th3 Highlander Folk School which were kept at the home of Li,

ROSLllTdXL at 621-} Central Avenue, Chattanooga, have been removed from that

address, presumably back %o the Highlander Folk School,

AT NCPJIIS, TENNESSEE:

• + ;l + that he vas sent' to the Highlander Folk School in connection vr
-k vith the Forestry Department to plant trees on the Highlander

--^~. -v that time JAI.ES D01B3017SKI showed 4Bfr around the school,
'

iy* MBP noted that the library in D01.3R0-JSKI * S room contained copies of the

works of KAHL liAPX, a biography of LENIN, and other Communist books. One

of the books was entitled "Workers of the "Jorld Arise/ DOLSEOIVSKE stated

t0JHBBPthat these Communist books in the library were used as background

for labor education. JHMP stated that he saw nothing else at the school

which aroused his suspicion but that there was no session of the school

coing on at the time J| Bp was there.

- 29 -
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office
names of j arsons within their field division against their

files and report briefly any Communist or subversive activities on the part
of such persons.

THE BIIttZNGi-IAli OFFICE:

•«-At rirmin^ham, Alabama, mil determine the reliability of
the DuEose Publi sh In7f~oomx)any and, if possible, determine v«hat printing
has been done by them for the Highlander Foil: School. It should be borne
in mind that this DuBoss Publishing Company has also done printing for the
Southern Conference for Human "Welfare and has at least quoted on work in
the past for the Southern worker, the Communist newspaper in the South.

*At Florence, Alabama, will interview.__ __ ivho

employedM^ HM WB to determine
if he has a-^nae^c^ession of th^h^nlanaorFolk School, and, if so,
obtain all possible information regarding the courses, teachers, and
students, 17111 also report all connections with the Communist Party of
any activity or persons at the school.

-"-At Huntsville, Alabama, vail obtain all possible information
as outlined in reference report of A^entfrom

TiE 30ST0IJ OFFICE:

*At Northampton, Massachusetts, will determine the
character and activity of t?iO Institute i*or Labor Studies, who received a
chock for two dollars from the Highlander Folk School.

TIE BUFFALO OFFICE:

-"-At Buffalo, New York, vdll check on

tx.
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THE CHICAGO OFFICE:

*At Chicago; Illinois, -vail check on the occupation and

activities of LOUISE GRATIIAiJ DlCHiiAN, former secretary of the Highlander

Folk School, v.no recently moved to Chicago,

THE DETROIT OFFICE:

---At Flint, IHchigan, will determine whether ^^Hi a

recent arrive! at the Highlander Folk School, is related in any manner to

.^M_^^___^^^^^^__^_^^^^^_r
If fl W* is determined to be a

former resident of Flint, v.ill determine her activities and reputation

there,

ifc KMOiVILLE OFFICE:

At Tracy City, Tennessee, -va.11 re-contact ia*. C. H. KILBX

for such nevi* information as he may receive concerning the school.

Llontca.i

At Chattanooga, Tennessee , idll contact fl H B
^Richmond hosiery frills, Rossville, Georgia, for all

information in his possession concerning a strike at the Daisy, Tennessee

plant of the Richmond Hosiery o-dlls in 1935, *»<nen the strikers were led by

a delegation from the Highlander Folk School.

* > i

\

TEE LOUISVILLE OFFICE:

#At Berea, Kentucky,

- 32 -
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THE 1ELP1IIS OFFICE:

*At Nashville, Tennessee, mil gat a certified copy of the
charter of the Highlander rolk School from the Secretary of State and v.ill
obtain copies of such correspondence as may have been -written or received
at any time concerning this charter.

#At the State American Lagion headquarters, \dll contact the
Americanization Committee to determine whether it has any of the records
compiled,

Particular search should be made for a bulletin
of the Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party issued in
April, 193U which was signed by JAIES DOHBRO'TSKI, FRANZ DAKIEL and
ELIZABETH KAYvES. Vi.11 obtain any other pertinent information from the
American Legion files concerning the Highlander /oik School.

THE IJAiir OFFICE:

T:'3 mv YORIC OFFICE;

"»At Hev,' York, New York, will determine whether the League
For American Writers has any Communist connections,

-33 -
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Highlander Folk School,
TITLES HORTON,
JA1ES DOIIBROTSKI,

ELIZABETH HATVES.

. ^<

#7/111 determine the reputation and activity of

•H-TTill check at 99 Claremont Avenue to determine if a
f:.r.;ily bearing the last name SCHULTZ lives there or has lived there in
the past. Will determine the reputation and activities of the SCHULTZ
-""' , " -.vhich might link them with the Communist party. Will also deter-
mine if C. B. SHULTZ, or E. B. SHULTZ, is related, it being noted that a
Vr>: of books was recently sent to the Highlander Folk School, one of
-.vhich bore the name of ANNA L. SCHULTZ at the above address.

«r

*-T7ill check the reputation and activities of
who signed himself on the register ^Mpl MJ^Chattanooga,

*s Group Leader for the Religion and Labor Foundaticn^?50Jest 122nd
vreet, New York, This group is also known as the Uphaus Group and
i'^arently conducts some kind of a labor school.

Ifill determine the re
operative Distributor

tation and activity of the Co-

Will determine the reputation and activity of the 2I4I East
W Street Corporation, $L Union St

*

- 3U-
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XIIE vac:IKOTO?: rlSJX- OFFICE:

*iit V/ashirigton, D. C, vrill determine the reputation and

]frW—^,

Vill, from t^!?Lur-au cf Int-d^ration and Naturalization,

determine the1 d\te and port e-f entry, the date end place of naturalization,

the date -.nd plr.ee of birth, and the nationalistic oririn of JAi^S

D0L£:-:G'.:5KI. :jC..2KG'..*SI:I vras reportedly born in Iluscxa, but^nothin^ definite

in this re-fard has beer, learned. It nay be looted that DGL3*iO'.V£fcI vras a

resident of i»uw York City before coming to the Hi^lilander Folk School.

"t
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*»• *3, 1941

\2^

Dear

I aleh to acknowledge receipt of yoar
letter dated Jane 4, 1%1# «ith it* enclosure.

Toar courteay and interest in bringing
thl» inform tion to ay attention are indeed
appreciated, and you oaj ba aaiurod your letter
aill receive appropriate cenelderatioa,

Sincaraly youre.

John Bdgar Hoover
Director

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

PATE.fffiO/W BYfiP??/
£*SSl

1' v :<;^/y

C*ltf*;!.'MiCATI(W WrpjIJ
|

M A I I. L d '

* JUN S3 T 941 *
P M

rrorwi b!;re/i. of iNVtsnrjwofi
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Highlander Folk School
by JANE LAWSON

Editors' Note:—This year the Highlander Folk School was made a beneficiary of the Vassar

Drive. The interest of Vassar in Highlander dates from 1893. when Dr. William

Wyckof Johnson, Instructor of History at the college, encouraged the school's founders

and pave them the original building. Many Vassar graduates have been connected with

Highlander, including among others Elizabeth Day Hawes. '29 (Mrs. F. Daniel), Mrs.

Ruby T. Norn's, '29. and Rosanne G. Walker, '38. Jane Lawson, '39, author of the

article, is at present a secretary at the school.

44Yxt'ORM, inspire, and demonstrate"

J. —here is a platform for an edu-

cational institution. Highlander Folk

School, situated in the Cumberland

Mountains in a rural community that

has the dubious distinction of being

the poorest in the South, does all three

in its complex, varied, and exciting

work. During two resident sessions of

six weeks each, workers and farmers

from southern unions and coopera-

tives gain new insight into the world

in which they make their living.

Through an extension program, thou-

sands of rural and industrial workers

within a radius of two hundred miles

receive the educational services of

classes, meetings, and recreational ac-

tivities. Highlander's own homework-

is its service to the community, the

circulation of its library, its nursery

school and its friendship for the neigh-

bor folk. Informing, inspiring, and

demonstrating are continuous and
C'er-growing processes in one or an-

other of these fields of usefulness.

Highlander isn't much to look at.

We call ourselves a school, but there

are no school buildings : only a simple

frame farm building with a vine-cov-

ered stone porch, a gate that closes

with a rock weight looped on a chain,

O
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oaks and dogwoods and one hazelnut

tree in the yard, and a cornfield at our

back, beyond the well-house and the

blacksmith shed. There are Hoboken,

the cow, whose bell keeps track of no

time at all, and chickens, and two

sturdy dogs. The surrounding coun-

try is beautiful. The Tennessee moun-

tains are all the campus there is, and
the curriculum is likely to include

picnics at Eagle's cliff, swimming at

Deerlick Falls, and bonfires and sun-

sets on the bluff. One might wonder
what sort of a school there could be in

this quiet spot.

Highlander's work is exciting, in

the same way that the idea of our

own country and our people, still

growing into democratic ways, is ex-

citing. Highlander is a part of that

growth. The labor movement is no

place for "movie" emotions ; its excite-

ment doesn't mean mountain moon-
shiners holding shotguns over quaint

little vine-covered stills, with corn-

cobs about, and other literary acces-

sories. There is an excitement that

comes from seeing hope in the very

strongest part of our country, its

great mass of working people. It is

their strength that may yet see us

safely through a period of such crises

as face us in today's headlines. If

their strength is not to be warped to

work for an hysterical Coughlin or

any other Fiihrer, they must be equip-

ped with knowledge of their world.

There is hope in the people who
pass through Highlander— not that

they would put it in such general

terms. They come to learn specific,

immediate things concerned with

building their organizations. Men and

women here find out about the world

they have been working too hard to

investigate, working too long hours

for too low pay. Some of the students

have not gone past the second grade;

the average have had seven years of

schooling. Their unions have made
them want to ask a lot of questions,

and they want to find out how to build

those unions, as their contribution to

democratic living. They come to help

solve that number one problem, the

South, for themselves and for the rest

of us.

Students are the most important

part of any school, from Vassar's

"community of scholars" to a south-

ern labor school. The program here is

built around the resident students.

Last term there were unu&ually. few,

only seventeen (usually about twenty-

eight attend), representing seven in-

ternational unions, an" independent

artists' union, two
1

colleges, and the

Young Women's Christian Associa-

tion. Only those endorsed by their

union or cooperative or other organ-

ization are accepted as regular stu-

dents. This assures that they will have

a sphere of action to put their educa-

tion to work in. Highlander students

go back to the labor movement as re-

sponsible, informed people, active

union members, officers and organiz-

ers, members of educational and cul-

tural committees, teachers in labor

schools, leaders of cooperatives, farm

organizations and community life.

In many ways the classes them-

selves are unique. They are compos-
ed of adults who have learned a

good deal from first hand experi-

ence of what they are studying. Union

Problems class, for instance, is one

to which the students bring as text-

books themselves and their every-

day difficulties. Economics class, usu-

ally called "how we make our living,"

takes up day to day problems and

gives them a broader interpretation.

The school offers no pat solutions, no
ready-made doctrines to answer the

difficult questions discussed, since they

'• %
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A Good School Under Fire

One of our favorite educational institutions in the

whole United States is the Highlander Folk

School at Monteagle, Tennessee. Highlander is a labor

school j its chief purpose is to take promising trade-

union members and equip them better to help their

organizations fight for improved conditions for the

working man. No student is taken unless he is endorsed

by a local union. No distinction is made between AFL
and CIO, both of which cooperate with the school.

In addition to this primary purpose, the school has

two others. It attempts to aid the people of the little

",", ", i,nity where it is located} it conducts a nursery

school for people nearby and has sponsored several co-

operative undertakings for them. It also has an exten-

sion division which does field work of several kinds in

cities near and far.

The direct support of labor is indicated by repre-

sentation on its executive council. This body includes a

vice-president and another representative of the Air.«rr-

fan Federation of Hosiery Workers; the Southern

director of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers; the

p-es'dent of the Chattanooga Printing Pressmen, and

a JocaJ secretary from the United Mine Workers.

Among many labor groups supporting the school is the

Nashville Trades and Labor Council, AFL.

The schools has friends in other quarters than the

organized labor movement. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

is keenly interested and maintains a scholarship there.

The benefit this month in the national capital is spon-

sored by a Justice of the Supreme Court, members of

the Cabinet and of Congress, a former governor,

administrators of leading federal agencies, two mem-

bers of the National Defense Advisory Commission

and other prominent persons. Mr. J. W. Studebaker,

United States Commissioner of Education, wrote the

committee on arrangements: "Although I am asked

every week to lend my name for the sponsorship of

many undertakings and naturally find It necessary to

decline, I am willing to be one of the sponsors of your

benefit."

Why do we go into such detail about the support the

Highlander Folk School receives? Because there has

been a long continued, vicious campaign in Tennessee

to destroy this institution. Most of the newspapers of

the entire surrounding territory have repeatedly lied

about the school, on such a scale that the falsification

cannot be attributed to an innocent misunderstanding.

The charges have been that the school was "commu-
nistic," that it was misleading the young people, and

so on. Dr. James Dombrowski, director of the school,

has denied all these charges and has indicated his will-

ingness, if it could be proved that the school is un-

American or is detrimental to the community and to

the people it serves, to put an end to its work. Nobody
has ever brought forward even a fragment of evidence

that the charges are true.

Who is behind the attempt to destroy the High-

lander Folk School? First of all, it is reactionary em-

ployers throughout the entire South, men who object

to the school because it trains people to become suc-

cessful leaders oi strong trade unions. Locally, there

is reason to believe that the Tennessee Consolidated

Coal Company has had a good deal to do with the

attack. This company has for years dominated Grundy

County. In 1938, for the first time, a group of county

officials were elected who were not subservient to the

coal company, and the school faculty was active during

the campaign in support of these candidates.

A few weeks ago, feeling was stirred up to such a

pitch that a vigilante group calling themselves the

Grundy County Crusaders planned to march against

the school. If this had been done, blood would cer-

tainly have been shed. At the last minute, the vigilante

leaders were persuaded instead to confer with the

school officials. As a result of this five-hour conference,

the tension was relieved somewhat. But there is danger

that it will rise again; there are plenty of people in

Tennessee who don't want a school that prepares effi-

cient spokesmen for labor, and will stoop to almost

anything to destroy it.

^



By CLAUDIA LBWIS

Quipped With -fin Oak Ttee

Instead of considering her environment in

a mountain community as a handicap this

teacher investigates its possibilities and

makes use of them in developing further

that ingeniousness which probably will al-

ways be important to the existence of these

people. Miss Lewis teaches in the High-

lander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennes-

see, and is the author of "Deep As a Giant"

published in the March 1938 issue of Child-

hood Education.

I SAW Joedy, a little boy of five in ragged

overalls and bare feet, stoop down and

pick up from the ground a forked leafy

twig that had fallen from the oak tree

above us. In a twinkling he placed the twig

on his neck so that the luxuriant leaves

clustered over his head and down his back.

Was it Joedy or a horse standing before

me? Without a word the transformation

had taken place. As soon as the boy was

encased in his glorious mane he began to

stamp his feet, even his face took on a

horsey expression, and he was off, gallop-

ing across the field.

Ali of the children were playing horse

in some fashion. Earlier that morning we
had been over to pick carrots in our school

garden. On the way back we had to go

through a field of old brittle cornstalks.

So, naturally, when we reached the end

of the field, every child was astride a corn-

stalk horse. These broke very easily, but

were substantial enough for a morning of

fun, and the supply was endless.

More permanent was the tree horse in

the grove at the corner of the school yard.

This was just a low branch with a fine

resilient bounce. A piece of burlap thrown

over it for a saddle and presto! this was

a horse, too.

It is a lucky thing, I have often thought,

that here in the southern mountains it is

warm enough to have our school outdoors

six or seven months out of the year. It is

lucky, too, that we are in a rural commun-
ity where we have plenty of cornstalks and

trees and spacious fields. For there is prac-

tically no money for this little community

nursery school operated with the help of

the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle,

Tennessee. And even if there were money,

I question whether or not it should be spent

on expensive, ideal nursery school equip-

ment. Should Billy be given a little wood-

en Kraft cheese box to break up when
his own father painstakingly makes novel

cigarette cases out of these very boxes, in

the hope of earning a little money to sup-

port his family of six? Should I even give

the children those bright net bags that

oranges come in, when some families are

glad to have them to tack over their win-

dows as screens? I did furnish small scraps

of good cloth for doll dresses until some
of the mothers, visiting one day, saw the

nice broadcloth pieces and remarked that

they would make such pretty collars and

cuffs for children's dresses.

We Look for Things to Use

The story of this Summerfield Nursery

School, situated in one of the most poverty-

stricken areas in our country, has been the

story of the search for adequate play equip-

ment in what grew around us, or in what

could be secured at no cost.

i
c.y ^~.' - * '

r.f,
'
'»-'?

".i" TZ&f,

'

\^.. : '':*._. ** 7*^.

- '.,j*

o



It has not been too difficulf search,

because to a child a cornstalk k seldom

just a cornstalk. More often than not it

has been a child rather than myself, the

teacher, who has discovered the uses of

grass and acorns and odds and ends. It

was Carl who picked up some old pieces

o( tin and asked me to tie them around

his neck so that they would jingle like a

cow bell. It was Grant who, after building

a barn of blocks indoors one day, skipped

out into the yard for a moment, returning

with small bundles of dried grass for hay.

It was Willie Mae who first went gather-

ing weeds for "greens" to cook in her play-

house, and who made "tea" with oak

leaves. Nor should I omit to mention that

it was a father who brought us a doll made
of the tops of coca cola bottles strung to-

gether on wires. Some of these mountain

people are very ingenious—are forced to

become so. I wonder if the experience

these nursery school children are having

iii uiiiig what is in their environment, in

making something out of nothing, may
help to foster this ingenious ness.

What are some of the other "nothings"

that can be used? The grocery stores in

the town two miles away have given us a

generous supply of orange crates for play-

ing house and barn and train. Before we
had these, we found that an old bench

turned upside down made a fine train. And
for a house the little girls were quite sat-

isfied to outline a little area with sticks,

then fill it with tables and stools that were

really little stumps, and dishes that were

old mason jar lids, too bent for real use.

Tin cans (with the tops cut out carefully)

have always been fine for pails and pitch-

ers. A coffee can with a stick placed

through a hole punched in the fid is, of

course, a churn.

There are plenty of things to "cook"

besides leaves. What about pretty little

white pebbles? What about toadstools and

berries, and those fruits called "mock

oranges" in our part of the cou> •

<% which

look very appetizing but are n\ ictually

edible. And acorns-
Acorns need a chapter by themselves.

We have used them as children in many
city schools use boxes of colored cubes,

as coal to haul around in small trucks, or

if you have an apple truck, acorns can be

the apples. They can be potatoes, ice, or

meat-—anything you need for your truck.

We keep great boxes full of them on our

shelves. Shiny brown, smooth to touch,

the children love them. Outdoors in the

early spring we "plant" hundreds of baby

oaks, and all year long set our tables with

acorn cups.

I even made toy chickens out of acorns

for the children, by driving two small

sticks in for legs and one for a tail (which

lends support and enables the "chicken"

to stand.) Then, too, acorns can be used

for all kinds of counting games. Why, any-

one could start a school under an oak tree!

We made potato toys, too; the potato

hogs were especially effective. The little

sixreen -year-old mountain girl, Dorothy,

who was my volunteer assistant for

months, brought in one day a whole fam-

ily of cornstalk dolls she had made, in-

cluding a cornstalk horse. These proved

to be not durable enough for children of

preschool age, but I should think they

would have great possibilities for children

a little older.

We Paint and Make Music

Dorothy also brought us some "orange

paint" one day to supplement our small

supply of watercolors. "Did you really

make this, Dorothy?" I asked.

"Yes'm, I made it from a root that

grows on the side of the mountain. I

don't know the name of it. People use it

to stain wood, and it makes a right pretty

stain."

This became the children's favorite

paint—until the pokeberry season. Then

>> O
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their social and economic problems.

Josephine Roche, in the Alumnae
Magazine for October, says that

"Only as the men and women of labor

acquire a secure status as citizens of

industry can they effectively meet

their responsibilities and exercise their

rights as citizens of a self-governing

democracy." As a labor school, and as

an adjunct to the progressive move-
ment in the south, Highlander is train-

ing leaders who will bring about that

industrial democracy so fundamental

to the health of the whole nation. The

school believes that the object of edu-

cation is action; it advocates that de-

cisions reached by serious study and

discussion be acted upon. We are in-

terested in working people primarily,

because they are the largest, neediest

vital group in our population. They
are the majority. Labor unions have

become their most effective means of

cooperative action. Highlander Folk

School undertakes to serve the labor

movement with education, that will

inform, inspire, and demonstrate, in

democratic action.

* Study made by a local public welfare official in J 938.

tin the 1930 census, most of the population of 9,719 are classified as rural non-farming.
The WPA wages last year were $25 a month; this meant less than a nickel a meal for

each member of a family of six, provided »very cent went for food. The average fam-
ily saw less than $150 in cash in a year.
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNOXVIUE, TEJWESSEE

N.T.
ncc NO.
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100-9450* ! AL

Rtrorr MADC AT

NEW TORK, H. T.

DATE WKEH MADE

6-4-41

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MASK

5/9,10,12/a

a
HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL

KDKHITMAMIY -^
cHwwcimorcAB

INTERNAL SECURITX - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
BCSC

Jet.

JSuniN &f SCHULTZ, formerly of 99 Claremont
(presently residing at 19 South La Salle S£i„„„,
Chicago, Hi,);J¥. T. files reveal thaJ^Cnarles
Webber represented the-gfgthodist ggffflrat^ofl for
fulfil {?7™Hrie< fl+ the ThTrd Congress of the
American League against war and facism that met
in Cleveland, Ohio, 1/3-5/36. Higilander 7blk
School/ Robert Marshall Foundation, ETHEI/uLYIE,
OSCAR/APFEL and J0HK/HAJ.iM0ND,

IATI0N CONTAINED

. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ~ N
.A

;e*

V.
"orr.'-.tLSj

J

- p

Report of Special Agent
4-10-41.

The reference report requested that a check be made
to determine the character and reputation of the
SCHULTZ family, who resided at 99 Claremont Street*

This address is known as McGuffers Hall, a dormitory that
accommodates married couples and single girls who are in
attendance at Union Theological Seminary, whidiPls located
within one block of the dormitory, namely, Broadway at 120th
Street, It was learned through the superintehdant and
janitor of the dormitory that no one by the name of SCHULTZ —
was residing at the above address at the present time, and to
the best of their knowledge there had been no one by the name
of SCHULTZ during the past* three years, which Is the time that
each have been employed in their respective positions*

\
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The writer made inquiry at the registrar 1 * office at
Union Theological Seminary, Broadway at 120th Street , where a
record of all students is maintained* The records reflected
that EDwTB B, SCHULTZ left the college in 1931, partially grad-
uating therefrom, and he and his wife, ANNA L« SCHULTZ, resided
at 99 Claremont Street while he was in attendance at the univer-
sity. The forwarding address given on the record ie 19 South
La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois, and all mail *uch as school
literature had been forwarded to this address, which apparently
reached him as none had been returned*

i

Undeveloped leads were set out in reference report to
check the character and reputation of various individuals who
maintained bank accounts at various banks in New Xork City, who
had made contributions to the Highlander Folk School* The file
indices of the New Tork Field Division did not reveal that there
had ever been any extensive investigation of any of the individ-
ual s mentioned in the reference report, but all the information
in the New Tork files will be referred to in this report.

A memorandum dated April 23, 1937, New Tork file number
61-506, reflected that Mrs. CLYDE participated in the student
strike against war which was staged throughout the United States
April 22, 1937* The name of Mrs # ETHEL CLYDE is listed as one
of the nineteen members of the Advisory Board of the American
Student Union.
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Ne-j

JERRI O'CONNEL * .-• ,

RAPHAEL ZON "

.->

GORDON JACKSON
OEORGE MARSHALL
HEBER BLANKENBGRN.

No address was given as to where the Foundation' Might
be located. It is presumed that GEORGE MARSHAIX is connected in
some capacity with the Foundation.
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MEMORANDUM FOR JUT?. TOLSON
mi. *•*•

'y'Jn connection with the Director r$ address at * «!.»*
t might beLwell for him
re of the jliahlander
oncerning same is attached*

J
ewanee, on June 9, I believe i

' to be acquainted with the natu
Folk School and a memorandum c

t

This school is very we
Tennessee and is heartily cond
affiliations by all of the goo
someone may mention this schoo
to have some knowledge of it.

11 known in that Section of I

emned because of its Communistic
d citizens* It is probable -that
1 to the Director and expecf him

Respectfullyj

/
B» C* Hendon

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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MEMORANDUM June 6, 1941

RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

In view of numerous complaints received in the
Knoxville Office of the Bureau concerning Communist
activities at the Highlander Folk School, an investigation
is now being made by that Office concerning the School and
its personnel*

It has been learned that the School was organised
during 1932 on ground donated by Dr. Lillian Wr^cnnson,
who presently lives in DeLand, Florida, Milesifiorton and
Jame£s$ombrowski are believed to have been the active
organizers of the School. Dr. Johnson donated the land
because she believed the School would benefit the local
inhabi tants.

:&??

W '}

it*

/

z&isG'US

The Highlander Folk School is a labor institution
and received its charter from the State of Tennessee on
January 31j 1934. The School was chartered by Miles Horton,
Llizabettr&awes, James Dombrowski, Ruperfsiampton and Malcolm

^+£hi sholm.

The School is locat ed in Grundy County, Tennessee,
, about two mVles north of Monte anle, Tennessee, on State Road
56 going toward Tracy City, Tennessee. This section of the
State of Tennessee is mountainous and heavily wooded.
Monteagle, Ten nessee, is from three to five mile sno rtheast
of Sewanee. which nejans that the Highlander Folk SchoolTs""
approximately seven miles from Sewanee. " —

Miles Horton, Director of Education at the Highlander
Folk School, is the one whose name is most often mentioned as
being the leader of the School

davits were obtained
showing that Miles Horton teaches Communism and has solicited
membership in the Young Communi sts ' League from various local
persons, &EO0ftl>Jtii

James Dombrowski, Secr£t&£gx$f
School, signs all the mail emanating fro

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASS!H£D ,

s

nATC

*ami e r~7olkl» Hir^itander"
FEQSfe'- fhsiitutio

1 AUG *# 1911

U&DErAF

^xr^

r I
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a letter addressed by£ ^Athens. Tennessee,
to

Sweetwater, Tennessee, dated November 16, 1940, it is stated
that Dombrowski reportedly signed a bulletin issued by the
Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party in 1934
stating they would "make every effort to promote the world
revolution and to secure Governmental power for the victorious
revolution by arming the workers and by preparing the working
class to turn imperiali st war into class war,"

Elisabeth Da^fkiwes, better known as ZillaSjIawes,
has been active as a teacher at the School from its beginning
and is reported to have been especially strong in her teaching
of Communistic principles and how they can be used in labor
agitati on. The reports in the Bureau's files indicate that
the residents of Grundy County are on the whole very much
opposed to the School* It appears that the officials of the
School have caused considerable agitation among the WPA
workers and other laborers in the County,

The Highlander Folk School, has been successful in
obtaining the permi ssion of many important persons to use
their names as sponsors of the School, itself, or some of its
activities. The most important name from the standpoint of
publicity is that of Eleanor Roosevelt,
L, Lewis and others have also been obtained.

Sponsorship of John

In a letter dated January 4, 1941, to the Editor of
the Reader's Digest, James Dombrowski mentioned the oppositi on
to his School by "the Grundy County Crusaders." He pointed out
that the battle with- the Crusaders was absorbing much of the
time and resources of the School and it was necessary to secure
the support of new friends if they were to carry on. He pointed
out that their danger reflected the mounting danger to organised
labor,

' repo rted
mat when a Citisens ' Committee of Grundy County threatened
to burn the School in November, 1940, the School put all of its
Communi st literature and other matter which it did not wish to
be found on the property in a large paper box and one ^HL-^
an admitted Communi st, hauled the box from the Schdol and hid
it in the home of one Rosenthal in Chattanooga. Rosenthal is
a known Communist and is reported to be the individual maintain-
ing the records of the Communist Party for Chattanooga,
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«£¥£"Sf^ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

v?
THIS CASE OHIO INATKO AT KN01TILLE, TENNESSEE

r

REPORT MADE AT

TIASKTNGTON, D. C,

©ATE WHIN MADE

6/13/41

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MADEWHICH MADE
5/21,23,24,26,

27 , aa/41

EIGEIAMDER FOLK SCEOOL

,1 FACTS:

•I

t :

,rt r — .:™"nr-

TO

REPORT MADE EY

FILX NO. 100-2167

CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

>ia .Secretary to"

of United Mine Workers of America.

t reported to be in office of

joexTl. LEV/IS.

RMATION CONTAINED
- roc - HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF©

,

^7J)ATE^tejB¥^gzpL>
t fUggU^f made at '\ o?*S~^g£l
^**n AtvMI 10_ 1941- vt**tf

Report of Special Agent
Knoxville, Tennessee, dated April 10, 1941. ££g

AT VIASHINGTOK. D. C.

gopjcs or this w«»t

; o - tiiireau

! "C - liioxville

j

2 - Washington Field ^1/^

! -

U'-'i'£* D£«TR0YKD

DO MOT WRITE IH THESE ERACES

^/- y/r//- JULTOW
IHDEXET
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
i^S"- -wr- FB«Ul NO. 1
MWFfiPV^ Tkj« CASE ORIGINATED AT EJ0X7ILLB. TIH5SSSB1

I IT i
-— ft r FJLXNO. 100-1407

MPOftTMAOCAT

PITTSHTBGI, PA.

DATE WHtN MADE

6/16/41

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MAPS

6/12/41

CD
EiaHUUDSH IDLE SCHOOL

4%^

MPORTMAOIiy

Al<^
character or cam:

IHTSHHAL SXCOHXTT - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

t

t :

has no record In this office as being
involved In Commnistic or other subversive
activities*

- B ° c -:J?L
B3F233NCB: Heport of •peclal Agent

Tennessee, June 1, 1941 •'

AT FlTrSHJB&H, PSHNSYLVAHIA

Knoxrille,

©

!FS.

f"\

X

J

V-

The files of the Pittsburgh Office failed to reflect tha*|=

is involved in Communistic activities. His nans has nev>r eppejired .._...

is-, tbo investigations of Conmunistic groups. 'jj»-«uJ *"V'\

- »%. It Is not desirable to open an Indivi dual internal* 'sedurity
case HM BBBBBBWBlMMBBHIWMHBi eE and nothing furtheOrlll,
therefore^bedone in this case unless the name of S^Bftshows up during investigation
of Comaonist groups, J&rfC** » <r"

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE £k>fN BY cW/ftqfo.

l

-7-" ^C*T£0rfJg2'32HED DP0* 00MPLSTI05 3D TOT 03TICX 07 OBIGII

ft

copies or this report

Bureau
Knoxvllle
pittebur^T \

f \""X
*-

LBT ^ r
21

JE

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

_A/AJS/lA 9-1 JUL 1 2 m\

w.*.m*m*imni*mm*wtf 1—MM KF - it*
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HRriut no. 100-1303TC T*WS OfcSE ORiOiNATKO AT KNQXVUUS, TENN
r r-—

•is

flADCAT

JEW HAVEN, CONN,

DATE WHEN MAM

6/24/U

PEftlODFOft
WHICH MADS

6/n/a

*%
{ICELANDER FOLK SCHOOL

** <-"^

MPORTMAOCIY

character or cue

INTERNAL SECURITI - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: No record in New Haven files of#MiMi^^ //n^jMBH^or MHMIMHHBfe being con- "^
nected with any Communistic groups*

REFERENCE:

DETAILS

J

Report of Special Agent
Jane 1, 1941.

^-EUC-
Khoxville, Term., dated

** •'/;

*?*>-

A check of the indexes of the New Haven Field
Division reflects that there is no record on file of either

^HH^^BIMMM^^ Piatt Island, Nearwater Lane, Noroton,
Conn., or ^M^HH^HBHHB^ Darlen, 'XJonn., as being
connected with any Communist groups. ^r-.

• a
;

.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE CF :£RIQIN -
..-" --5

• «.»

:

f. e
-; C""

ML INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^kBY^^
'
c *«* 24 ism

*r»OAJ- aunt
MCHAMt

•OTJES or TMI» KKPOKT

(^5% Bureau
7: ~ Knaxville
* - tfew Haven

1Ar/

O 1
T — -A«l A \

A

DO MOT WHIT* IN THESE VACES

£aI 7r//- \W
M26 1B

T̂ FT . t /

JULlbi^l

n« : »41—O-MtMt
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FILE NO. IOO1J4I7
Form No. 1

.

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNQXVTLLE# TEHBBSS1E

x7

REPORT MADE AT

HOTTIUGTOS, W.VA.

DATE WHEN MADE

6-2W*l

period for
which made

6^i8-ia

HIGHUHDER FOLK SCHOOL

REPORT MADE BT Sic
CHARACTER OP CASK

IHTERRAL SECURITY (C)

/^ SYNOPSIS OF FAX^Ta. ^
,
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL to

U* K* W« 4 Charleston, W»*t Virginia, determined
to be address of District 50, Chemical Dirision,
twt.d mm workr. of i-ri«. m

l INFORMATION CONTAINE
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

REFERENCE 1

•» E0O •

Report of Special Agent
Tennessee, Juno 1, 19l|l#

^^»«
DETAILSt AT HUNTINGTOH, WEST VTBODOA

J6b-fi£
the HIGHLANDS* folk. SUMOOL to Ue If* W# , 21? Capitol Street, Charleston, W,Va*
Offices ware requested to furnish any information oontained in their fi3# s
on Communist or subrersiTe activities*

in examination of th« telephone directory for the State of West
Virginia reflected that the United Mine Workers of America, District #50

»

Chemloal Division, were listed as haring offices in the Fleetwood Hotelj
Charleston, West Virginia* A further check rofleoted thai
is located at 217 Cspitol Street

> ^ Am ^4 tttjl

REFERRED UPOH COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF CKIOUT

AFPftOVEO AN'£%-.*:££ SraciAL. Aemr
M CMAMOC

^ gfia

a*

r COPIES Of THIS REPORT-.

Bureau ' ^^ *^

2 - KnoxTille MtWCn
2 - New York (Bwf^ct^er E* J,

Connelley)
2 ~ Buntington
MB*

OO MOT WRITE !M THESE SPACES* mr INI mrti >& in * rmvha

JUN 26 g
—^Cr

JUL 15 1341
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mS^PV'5
Form No. 1
THISCASE OKI O IHATES AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE ««•«• 100-1463

»Se

..***-1

J
y

REPORT MADE AT

Indianapolis, Ind#

DATE WHEN MADE

7/8/41

period por
which made

6/24/41

V
'K

J

HIGHLANDER F0I£ SCHOOL

REPORT MADE BY

&7C~

CHARACTER OP CAKE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS;

^ ^i» *jiw«ii to the Indianapolis
I

/7 J[
Field Division to have been CIO leader of the.

... L. _*.*%.......**.. ^.,-^....^ International Harvester Company strike at Richmond,

ALLJNEORMATION CONTAINED *>****, during March, »«. , .

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

^JnlEl WSPZrtnJc^ . ruc -

7
REFERENCE

t

DETAILS

j

Report of Special Agent
Tennessee, 6/l/41.

AT INDIANAPOLIS , INDIANA .

KnowviXle,

£ ° Al

jj ******

^
^

00J>r3S DESTROYED

.s-a

in Indianapolis file entitled "International
Harvester Company, Richmond, Indiana, Employees
Strike (2/L8/4l) H

. It will be recalled that the
plant employed about 1300 persona and that ihe
strike was more or less an echo of the strike at
larger International Harvester Plants in Chicago
and elsewhere. The strike was called by the

^^/w/^^O^*'^^™ cZ^m.

dL
COPIES Or THIS RETORT

i

k*
fBureau

Knoxville
2 Indianapolis

<1

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES INDEXED

JUL 1 1W1

&

m/dl/J

// 1 ?£//-
i^ Jul i jTjf^T

ici T—MM
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**&£*%

-- 4

/^

Farm Equipment Workers Organization Committee of the CIO. __fBHiHI HABl^O Onion at the International Plant
in Richmond, Indiana. The strike lasted from approximately February
17, to the 28th, 1941, at which latter time tiie employees agreed to
return pending outcome of a hearing before a federal mediation board.
A nunber of arrests were made during a free for all fight while the strike
was in progres s. The files of the Indianapolis Field Division contain
no history of flHBBHlMfcnd no information to indioate that he
may be connected with any Communistic organisation.

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE" OF ORIGIN -
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S^^^or.ginatxdat Memphis, Tennessee Levi. filxno. 61-42

it"

REPORT MADE AT

Louisville, Kentucky

DAT* WHIN MAD*

7/10/U

KRlOOrOR

m-wo.
M lib* ._

HIGHLAND FOLK SCHOOL, Monteagle, Grundy county,

Tennessee

CHARACTER Of CASE

SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES
(COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES)

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

.!>*

/m&

V-- -i

pEPMkSK

REFERENCE:

DETAILS

:

APfrtOVEO AND
rtJRWARDED:

Investigation relative t©^ P t/^
Gilbertsville, Kentucky, fails to reveal that she

is an active member of the Communist Party

- P -

Report of special Agent

Tennessee*

h
1/29/AO, Memphis,

///^-~recuu. Aamrr
ih Cmakoc

COPIES Of THIS RDK»T

^ Bureau COI>rEs DEgTROYEb

2 £ouiev*|y.e Vt

±n JR

tl-\m>th* V

DO HOT WRfT* IN TME« <rAC*» INDEXED y^T-t ;

mi4i^

19a

, ?

~^T
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS

^7c^

LOUISVILLE FIEU) DIVISION ?

Will cover the leads as set out in the report of Special Agent

MbBHHHI dated June 1, 1%1* at Khoxville, Tennessee

,

entitled "HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. INTERNAL SECURITY. - C",

r\
V -S

PENDING

-3-
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eLFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Form No. 1 ^^
THJS CASE ORIGINATED AT KKOXVUlIB, T&flSBSSEB Miami'" wo. 100-1291

j j.; I'm «mw

REPOIrr MADE AT

MIAMI, FLORIDA

DATE WHEN MADE

7AA/41

PERIOD FOR

TITLE

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

RSRORT MADE SY

character or CAJE

IHTHIHAL SBCORm i C
m

x
...J,™—

A

li

REFERENCE t

DKTAILSt

4nc

-WC-

Report of Special A^ent
Florida, May 13, 19U

AT GAIHESVIIUS, FLORIDA

Sic^

r«j »
' '"•*

/^INFORMATION CONTAINED
V^!EKEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

pATE nypysV BY

Since there ia do additional Investigation to be conducted
in the territory of the Miami Field Division at this time, this case ia
being Z 52

APPROVED AN
FDRWAADCD

REFERRED PKH CCMPLETICM TO OFFICE OF 0RIG3K
BPCCIAt. A**NT

4..

THIS ftlKMrT

DO NOT WKrTE IN THBSE SPACES

Gh lfU-JX > EffDK?

JUL 17 1941

v kU 14—

JUL 23 1941
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™* "°- 100-58G1.
Form No. 1 ^^ ___ __
this case originated at KIOTUXE, TENNESSEE

r

REPORT MADE AT

LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

DATE WHEN MADE

7/u/u

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MADE

7Ao/a

HKgfTANDKR FOLK SCHOOL
•

RETORT MADE BY

CHARACTER Or CASE ;'

INTERNAL SECURITY - E

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

t

.—. ._ . _^

for the National Xouth Admin-

JSnt,-^ to be T"TfLL INFORMATION CONTAIltlE
" HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

D.-JF ffi^ BY^
REFERENCE i Report of Special Agent | | KncawiHe, 6-l«41 * c?t^

liberal in her Tiers*

- EUC -

DETAILS ; AT LOS ANGET.ra, CklTfOBXl^ i

mm^^^P^^^
r^i

•- _ CO#»lES OF TH1* REPORT

5r Bureau
2- Knoxvllle v

2- los Angeles i^jb

/. / l7.cz/ - \3 3

VJUL 16 1941

^5

INUKJUtiy

JUL 2 3 1941

b. a. (mumnam* imaa J—S034
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'*.'j«««^« THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE / file no. 100-839

REPORT MADE AT

OKLAHOMA. CTTX

DATC WHEN MADE

7-15-41

nmoDRm
WHICH MADE
7-1-41

."s*?:

'.«-. :*»-•« J I ^1HIGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL
,>*

•#^

REPORT MADE BT T)&
BH

CHARACTER OP CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

ss a

--^i-ii-
^"TjamiCE:

"/ .,

/ ^TAiLS:

to-*"''- ~»* -»

r <•'

ft

A?
-. »> ..

*,*

1
American Guardian newspaper is published
by'the'leader-Wees which is owned by

f 05:'CAR/AM^RII^^R,ywho is well known in
Lst^ctrcles. He has been identified

with the Communist Party for many years
and publishes a good deal of Communistic
propaganda, i Indices, ref1

of 6*)^

-HUC-

Report of Special Agent
Knoxville, Tennessee, 6-1-41.

A-no-

IFORMATION Q0NBPQ
at oKUHwa cm. onAHoaa : -^nutt IS UNCLA|S5IE^5

The indices of the Oklahoma City Field/JJivfsion hi

checked and there is no record of

r~m>.

J*-

The American Guardian, a newspaper published by the Leader
Press which is owned by OSCAR AMERINGER, is located at 17 West 5rd
Street, Oklahoma City. Oklahoma,.

Information in this file is to the effect that OSCAR A&§£- /u
INGER is the President of the Leader Press, hiw wife, FRIEDA, %&f

*"*

Vice President, and his son, SEIGFPJ32D, is also active in the company^

tnojco AND
'O^vVA'iDfcO: JfeU-(Av^

EfCEiAi. Afiorr

bEinT&ifZft
f^F-

*U"« ^4 ^-JOTM OF THIE REPORT
fiJt

'bureau
2 Knoxville
Z Oklahoma City

DO MOT WRITE in THESE SPACES

6> I 7T//

uUL i& Wi

, •rrict : »*i

—

o-iiwm

*!?*
*-*/

hgggi

'vfc?'
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HIGHLANDER FOIX SCHOOL OC File 100-839 7-15-41

;-';.: •;^..'.«(
I/v^:.w

i

**^ v-y.-MP^iM^ i / r» 7

AMERINGER is known to be active in Conmunist affairs in this city
and an old-time Socialist* ".- <'•:", :'< *

Pr /'js

AMERINGER was on the sponsor uommrtiee
;oTTne rollowing organizations* Mobilization for Peace, Student
Conference for Constitutional Rights and Southwest Writers ' Con-
ference. In December, 1940, he spoke before the Oklahoma Youth
Legislature Unincorporated on Peace* On January 7, 1941, a
publication put out by the Oklahoma Committee to Defend Political
Prisoners carried an article by OSCAR AlffiRINGER against book
burning* This was a satiric article and mentioned prominently
the trials of several Communists in Oklahoma County on charges
of Criminal Syndicalism* The editor of this publication is
the wife of one of those who has been sentenced to ten years on
Criminal Syndicalism charges and she, herself, has recently been
sentenced to ten years on the same charge* AMERINGER' s Leader
Press has printed a number of Communistic articles, pamphlets
and booklets. He once wrote a book with a forward by Carl -

Sandberg and in December, 1940, charged that the New Deal was
leading us into war. .

^HIHHBHH^ advised that AMERINGER was
one of the leading Communists in Oklahoma ^ity and had been
connected with the Communist Party for many years*

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN

L'Sfc-
if

V «*

"^M

)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FILE NO. 100-5801Form No-

1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KhOXVillt , TWIG*

REPORT MADC AT

Los Angelas, California 7-S-41

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR
WHICH MADC

7-2-*l

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHDOL

REPORT MADE wt

&nc^ HT

CHARACTER OF CAM

INTERNAL SECORITT - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: &**
is the wife of a Lockheed Aircraft

employee. Nothing detrimental concerning

her.
- P -

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent

at Knoonrille, Tern., 6-1-41 •

Mi*"
dated 12991

. 5 - Bureau

\4?2 - Knoxville ^ .

2 - Loa An§*lef "
'
^

CH-
- UL 1 Information contained

V
e\ a. •**n*«e*T •***«•« i

£jWF J7?y BWft
c^-i
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REPORT MADE AT

St. Louie, Missouri

KT^originatcdat Knoxville, Tomeasee ^
, i

—
I

'* "

w»t«: whiW'madi rtkwioo rem

/7/23/la 4 6/24/41

FILING. 100-1U9

tmiCO
HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOI^^rptjM

J

m. INFORMATION C0:!T,\Hfi»-

IS UNCLA!

REPORT MAC* »V ^^
Jtf

i or CASK

*NAL 3ECUKITC -

T^SSO
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

J\r

traitresses and Miscellaneous

HoteTTW6rkera, St. Louis, Missouri, reported theJj^^F
^^Restauranti St. Louis, to the St, Louis Office be-

cause the "individuala connected therewith were allegedly

pro-Nasi, and St. Louis Office files contain no infoxmation

she is engaged in Communistic or subversive activities.

REFERENCE;

HUC

Report of Special Agent
Tennessee, June 1, 1941.

Jtr9C"
Knoxville,

5 Bureau
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^^.^•a^- Form NO. 1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

.*:'"' .'
t.

KNOXVILIE. TENNESSEE
FILE NO.'100-1378

REPORT MADS AT

BAI/mgQKE, MaRHANP

DATE WHEN MADS

7-29-U

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MADE

6/21/q '%

TITLE

-rtlGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL

REPORT MASK WY

GN

CHARACTER OF CAEE

fanEHHIL SECURITY - C

a Y .
.-*

*-*#*?

»***v*'.?

&*s

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Jj /C--^

Names fl^MW and 4HB» checked through the indexes of

Baltimore office -with negative results. ,.•;./ ..

;
.,

HJC
\

J*
REFERENCE:

DETAILS?

>dated June 1, 19U

1

Beport of Special agent _

at Knoxville, Tennessee.

The names of^^ "«i^Bi^^
„

'

4|B M ,et out for the Baltimore Field Division in ^v^ ,.
.

reference report were checked through the indexes of

this office with negative results.
.

\

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION

TO THE

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^^

DATE^KRBYr—

-a-

^•3 CD

©

t

«;. i* *s ' <f%

* t r .-i^t.7,>..^ _T

uLCf, irwciAL. A«o*r
IN OUMI

$?»8:jlEm«E»
OF THIS RETORT

[^tpillli 5SAPR 24T&6f

f
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"

'

:
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%* (5 - Bureau ^
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_
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION \

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KHOXTILXJKj r.L* no. 10O-1288 JTDibi

Si

REPORT MAM AT

UK OHLIAIS .

DATE WHEN MADE (PERIOD FOR
WHICH MADE

MKRTMADCIY ^h<

'

L<

TITLE

HICHLAHDKR FOLK 8CB00L " "* ;

-.

"..*
, * ?

-V. r ". i
"

CHAMCTEN OP CAM ' ,' -

xwkrkal ascuanr -

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

KEr.gR5MCg |

Righlandor
Folk School known io bo Conwanlot Forty »cabcro,

.
>w

,.
v. ";..;/

Roport of asocial Agontfll——| tnoxvillo, 4-1-41,

7^

*\«^̂ ^&2333i& >

,i>^

Ac * rooult of * ohock of too filoo of tho low Qrloano fioli
offloo It woo dotorninod that the throo poraona liotod In iho

roforonoo roport——————— Hlghlandor folk
School waro Comnmnlst Party onboro, Thooo indlvidualo oxoMB———

—

—|Mgg Row Orlcano, —1—eIe^o—, Uotod 1a
refersnc* roport aa—MW Lonlalana raraora Onion,0Hi Now Orleans, and 4—— ^eIe^eBe—o%# Vow Orleans*

at tho preaent tine io In Mobile, Ala,

<3 s^c

AA:

MrAf^rAfel4?

wbooo oddroaa io firon «a
How Orleans/ i# not believed to bo a party

bar but ia
""

1 from tha Highlander folk Sohool ~cM————! Producta Credit
. orationj How Orloana j jMBl—Wjj^^jjjj^oM—W—> > goo -,.

Wsj^B——oVJ ———Pi AND—e—eo1bMbs1e—— and

:J——BBS—4———a—» aro not liatod In tho Indiooa of tho
' Tl*ana field office and tho filoo fail to rofloet any information con-

I in* Conwuntat or eubvoreive aotivitioo on thoir part*

4 • ? 1^
REFERRED PPOH CCMPUSTION 10 THE OFFICS Of ORIPIJI

**«».-' "--**

M CHAffOE

'. I'"

ES Or THIB UPORT

**&#*

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

Sv^m.,?
'til. INFORMATION CONTAINED

viREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED"

i ATE r^p/W BYrWyr

•<••

5=-

». —riMnisffW • <
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

F1L* NO. 100^23
Ann No. 1
This caseoriginatedat BiQXVlLLB, IBM*

IMPORT MADC AT

ST* PAUL, 'lHHUBSOTA

OATIWHSNMAD*

8-12-44

nRiooroR
WHICHMAW

TfTU

P
c *

HIGfflJTOER fOIi SCHOOL

g*»

A-
SYNOPSISOF FACTS: 7

««POKT MASK «Y 35
jcc

CHARACTER OF CASE V

IBTER1UL SBCUEirr -I

O. r

5j ** -A

1

BEFERBHCEt

DETAILS!

Jorthwest Organiser former official
organ of General DriTers Union $J±
and Teamsters Joint Counoil 32 of

A International Brotherhood of Teamster*,
, J

'• Chauffeurs and Warehousemen of America*

' '* '-.% : ALL INFORMATION C0NT$!$
-•*»- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^

Heport of Speoial AgentAMssMMfc Xnoxrille, -c^&J
Tennessee, dated 6-1*^1• .&' £=.

r<>

aJifcYI

V« J

7>

H-V7

The Korthwest Organizer Is a newspaper published '':.'..-.'

weekly by the A. F. of L., Local #5ty±, General - "..

DriTers Union, an affiliate ot the International*
Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs and Warehousemen
of America. The Horthwest Organiser was the official
organ of that local and also of the Teamsters Joint '

Counoil Local #$2, which is also an affiliate of '*-."

said International and which is composed of various
members of the teaming craft*

8inoe about June 15, l$fcl#ytb« Horthwest Organiser
has changed its name to tt'eVjlndu atrial Organiser,
1*ili0h 1

jt
nOW th9 °mcial ^C^n of the Local #&£.

Cil.OyTJnited Construction Workers Organisation v.
.

Cosxaittee, Allied Motor and Transport Workers of
''' .--'':,... ; ; -'.... :;:...:'.....-. 'j/t-vc* >V;-:'v --

. .

^
ooriBs or THIS RCPOffT

5 - Bureau
2 - Ihorrille
2 - Bt. Paul

COPIES DESTROYED
?3 APR 24 1051

DO mot wftrrs in these am

t/~ ZJlOi //'. ?-FP-r»*-RD"F.T»

AUG I4/IM1

TWt?
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Jto. 1
CA«E ORIGINATED AT KNOXVILLS, TENNESSEE^ filx no. 61-34

roffTMUXAT

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

DATE WHIN MAC
/i

TTTUt

* HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

8-17-a
-\-7

WWODFOR
WHICHi

7-15, 16/a

REPORT MAMt BY/^
ROC

CHARACTER Or CAM

INTERNAL SECURITY- C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

/' 'V H

Copy of charter of Incorporation of Highlander
Folk School in State of Tennessee obtained, but
no correspondence of consequence in files in
office of Secretary of State. Present officials
at State American Legion headquarters unable to
locate information compiled by.

&^r

* ^ • i i.

REFERENCE:

- p -

Report of Special Agent
Tennessee April 10, 19417

dated at Knoxville,

^jki^m^MX DETAILS:

Report of Special AgentMBHHBP dated at Knoxville,
Tennessee Jane lj 19a

- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED

AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE nATC k v

• f

,^ Tennessee State American Legion i^ea/jc* X?quarters informed the writer that on numerous occassions in the pi&f3 ^L
thorough searches had been made in the headquarters office for thelites
containing the information compiled by 4BHHHHHHP relative to u~>
the Highlander Fo Ik School. 9 ***

4HHHP stated that he recalled having had in his *
possession a copy of the report, which he believed was compiled by a
member of the Tenness ee State Highway Patrol, but had delivered it to

I, Memphis, Tennessee and that 1H* had

4 .

e -

''?^'vS^^v'T.^.^''^ :r~,v: f .';,-'



•j,-v .:. . -<r: C ;

A * ~*~ "*" j - ;" - v

£$0

y.

•S-
|M
r.r

>:»

never returned it. During the course of the interview, (^p contactedmm Tennessee Highway Patrol who advised tha* hehad no knowledge of the present whereabouts of the filei and could •

the
-^

..a

6 Ur -°f ^ °mCer ^ -^ ^e investigation and gave

* employed in the office of m

Tal^V ?ate
«f Tennessee **** available for examination by the"Agent, her entire file relative to the charter, of Incorporation whichhas been granted to the Highlander Folk School, There was on3^ one

ctuT^ ^Ll^Z ? W3S * com?^cation about the GRUNDY COUNTYCHUSADERS, T&acy City, Tennessee and signed by lSr mAW*
S +

C^^ rT6S
^?f * certified copy of the" charter 5 Incorporationof the

(

Highlander Folk School. This letter was dated November 29, 1940.

H$TA fi n-fi \fc£ + JL jt^U^* als0 ^^nished the Agent with a copy of the

SkJn /C"" "^Vt•^J§^E?:ati
?

1 °f tht^*»«*«' Folk School, which indicatea
' *^ ^'f " /T^K^^ 1934 the Corporation was formed by
'}^^m4 <S^@^^!^S> J"K^/̂ mBROfiSKI

> R^J*feCK and

1^:

^s&aUssxssfia

-w

ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU:

Photostat of a copy of the Charter of Incorporation
of the Highlander Polk School in the State of ^
Tennessee issued October 20, 1934* - " * -

i, V

ENCLOSURE TO THE KNOXVIIXE FIELD DIVISION

Copy of charter of Incorporation of the Highlander
Folk School, State of Tennessee issued October 20,

•:"-?:

•**. #

PEN DIJ
V^:-^ ; ' W,^h

•;„ * .'-'»•

m 2 -
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rilH:W^??^^^^
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

Charter of Incorporation

Be it Ktl(/Wn
f

Tbat_. .

Kyles Horton, .
Elizabeth Haws, James_ Dombrowskl,

Rupert Iiaj.pt ;>n and i-a-cyii whisLQi- are hereby created a uoay politic

and corporate by the _name and style of. _. .

_HIGHLANDER..rOLK SCHOOL.. _

under Sub-Section ll) of Jthe Code of Tennessee 1932 which proYidaa___
for the support of any literary _or scientific undertaking, aa a collage

or university., with .powers to confer degrees, .an academy, a nanating

society, lyceum,..the establishment of a library; ..the .support _of -a

i^&iorical society; the organization, and support _of battle/ield
associations, the promoting of painting, music, or the fine arts;

the support of boards of trade or ch ambers of commerce or other

objects of like nature. _._ .._. _._.

The particular purposes for whioh this charter is

sousht are the support of the Highlander yolk School, adult-,workers

e<?,vtion, the tr«<ninr >f r-ral a;. - *uij»tr.al leaders, and general



to seven, nine, eleven or fifteen

The Board of Directors may have the power to increase the Dumber of Director*fnmwng, if they deem

(he interest of the corporation requires such increase. And the first or any *uU*«quent Hoard of Directors may have

the power to elect other members, who, on acceptance of membership, ah*!! become corporators equally with the

original corporators. The Board of Directors shall have the rhjht to determine what amount of money paid into

the treasury shall be a prerequisite for membership, or, if necessary, what amount shall be thus annually paid, and

failure thus to pay shall, in the discretion of the Directors, justify the expulsion »«* said defaulting member. The

term of all officers may be fixed by the by-laws, the laid term not, however, u- c*«»^d Uirw years. All officers held

over until their successors are duly elected and qualified.

The general welfare of society, not individual profit, is the object for which this charter is granted, and hence

the members are not stockholders in the legal sense of the term, and no dividends or profit* shall be divided among

the members. The members may at any time voluntarily dissolve the corporation by a conveyance of its assets and

property to any other corporation holding a p.barter from th* *•** *•* ,v ' —«-.-»- rnn* rj m*vM-.' r*** *• *

providing f'»r fSfTr. -,-. h>-

A violation of any of the provisions of this charter shall subject the corporation to dissolution at the instance

of the State.

, .... charter is subject to modification or amendment; and in case said modification or amendment i* i» »

ceptcd, corporate business is to cease, and the assets and property, after payment of debts, are to be conveyed, a*

aforesaid, to some other corporation holding a charter (or purposes not connected with individual profit. Acquies-

cence in any modification thus declared shall be determined in a roeetm* spmaJl> *>!*.l i»r tL»i purt*>se, and only

those voting in favor of the modification shall thereafter eomp**t the corporation.

The means, asset*, income or other property of the corporation shall not be employed directly or indirectly for

any other puijiosc whatever than to accomplish the legitimate objects of its creation, and by no impheafN.r «hsJ) tt

posses* Oie power to iwue note* or currency, deal in currency, notes or coin, buy or sell product*. »* eng^gr in any

kii.v. «i fc .-adii:t; operation, nor hold any more real estate than is necessary for legitimate ygT$mtf business.

Y.i\ -iIhIhii ehsJt be the only remedy for the nonpayment of dues by the member*, and Owre *hitl! !*• no imli-

. .*..-) h.uhiv *#»inM the rnrnikn for corporate debts, btit the eotirr corporate property ah all be liable for the



fp 1*1W*••*v., I . *-*#r*B '**

f*1*"" *t

State of Tennes#«©
Fentress County

Register's Office
August 9, 1934

- JU*iLJ» -° certify uui tiio foregoing Deed and
Certificate are registered in said office in Book
No. "Misc. 4 H page Hi; that they were received
t
U
l' Z 9

,

1934 at 1:4° 0, °1°<* P.m. end entered In
Note Book 4 # page HI.

Delpha Wright Boles, Register

I f Ernest N. Haston, Seoretary of State.
do certify that this Charter, with certificate
attached, the foregoing of which is a true copy,
was this day recorded and certified to by me.

This 20th day of October, 1934.

Ernest N. Haston, Secretary of State
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Form No. 1

This case originated at KHCKVTLLE, TEHUESSEE file no. 100-804 MCL

REPORT MADE AT

ATLAWTA. GEORGIA

DATE WHEN MADE

8-19-41

PBMlOOrOft
WHICH MACK

7-24-41

HZGHL/JTOEE FOLK SCHOOL

cHAMcmoroua

IKERHAL SECDRITT -

SYNOPSISOF FACTS:

I, and
lilted in the Atlanta file* end are

reported as being Comunistie. fj^ INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DME c?kots4 BY;W*rft
- HUC -

KBFKREBCKs Report of Special Agent

<

Tennessee, dated 6-1-41*

AT ATLAHTA, GEORGIA

Knorrllle, c?</&<3£

,^' /•*

St* Fetersb*rg,
Florida, is listed in Atlanta file 100-557. MHMHeP *• at the present
time being investigated by the Miami Field Division . Hs has represented
hlnself as being head offleflHHBHp and is therefore ^ -

believed to be a Cosssunist*
' ^^

looatsd in the Atlanta lational Bank Building,

jy, , ,, is listed in Atlanta file 100-266 entitled "Atlanta League of Torn
l- /<—-' Shoppers.* 1HHI i» reported as being a member of the Southern Confereaoe

for Ewan Welfare. He is

He is regarded as being a Communist.

_roft*AWC*^

Uat*d in,Atlanta fila 66-102 entitl
,) Atlanta. Georgia, is

with aliaaes*
\ /

no not wnrrv in txks^ vaces
IflS iUl3

it

I

—

3 "
corns or ruts nroirr

' 6 'i- Bureau
2 - Inox*U.U x

2 - Atlanta
iES rOKeTaOYim

-JrVhru 2 4 ;a01

'7 7^/ / ^ ygZfejuCORDg

11W1

-fp
//•

'



Atla. 100.604

jOC-

J')B

*h«r©in^H is raportad to asaoeiate At timet withMHHHP *k° *•
* wall known Co—unit t # of vhoa an axtanaiYa inrattlcatlofl hat baan wmA*
toy thit offioa. fl P ia tharafora ragardad aa a Co—miat.

Highlander
Folk School ara not li«t#d la the files of

- REFS2RED GPQV COMPLETICHI TO THE OFFICE OF OEIGH -

. 4

ST.;

» '-

>

•2-
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ESJf FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
ftSKvtfSS

-ci^r j::*
\

-?" *. -a. •** J

FOrmNo.1
THIS CASE ORIGiNATED AT KNGXVILLE, THTOESSffi

REX>irr MADE AT

iox?;aukee, WISCONSIN

OATfWHRNMAOK

9/e/a

imjE

On:ghuvnder folk school

period ron
'Hl<4ICHMAH

8/wa

Milwaukee Vile no^ I06-24SI

KtPORTMADCCY

character or case ?, ' ,-

INTSKNAL SECURm - fi.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

s&3i&vtf&*

N

Check of Indies of Milwaukee Field^ie&te4HKtKMWB> well known
Socialist leadel
much disliked ,by Communist Party of
Wisconsin*' y

\-: •- HJC -

REFERENCE?

DETAILS?

>f^7C^ *kP°rt of Special Agent

Me.

made at Knoxville, Tennessee 6/l/Al*

Pursuant to the lead set out in reference
report for all offic es receiving copies

' of that report
+>

Jf x
.VWB^HHVIHHHHHH^BBV as set

.--; . ;"-.'- out by field offices six to twenty-one,
this office checked the indices for

LL INFORMATION CONTAINED

'

information relative

(iEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^*"
)ATE^W-BY

f

/*

*iU<\PJi
A review of the files °* tn6 Milwaukee

c^rsaooK* Field Office reveal numerous references

~V '£— *° • H which are set out as

\o
follows:

^7cu

CW"^JP1E!TOT«7R0YED

- Bureau **> APR 24 19B1

KnoxviUe
2 » Milwaukee

/73

A/-t 7^//+y,?

tl. t.sevEtNHEHT MINTIM OFFICE : 1**1— 0-2IUII

OT

BBCORDED

INDEXED

4-

V
"??:%. *c*&ras

m
' --'r-'ft r*vr^^trrv".v

i
..': ~-r,' :«-' v-vy-vyr"
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DATE WHEN MADE
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PERIOD POR
WHICH MADE r-8,2-1
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8-10, 19-41

HIGHLAEDES J10LK SCBDOL

1

^TdT
CHARACTER Op CAM
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synopsis of facts: Investigation reveals that

Is owned and operated by<

Legionnaire, considered a loyal

"\

American
lerican,

^ Informants ad-

rifte that he
_
assOciates with Communists only in busi-

ness matters and shares none of their beliefs and ao
information developed to the contrary. Credit rating

of WJ/J} good and no Police Department or Sheriff 1 •

Office record, Birmingham.
.

/

_p_

B&ftSHSNCSi Report of Special Agent

dated June 1, 1941, , , v

DETAILS: AT BIHMINGHAM, AI*ABAMA:

Knoxville, Tennessee,
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/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Fcim No. I
THIS CASE ORIOINATED AT KNOXTTUJS, TENH.

'V*W^I

4- -'^"fe

MTORTMAOtAT

BOSTON, MASS.

MTIWHEN MADC

9-29-la

KRiOOrOR

7-29-141

TtlU

/\ HIOHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL

ALL INFORMATION C0NTA1?

cHuucmoFcui

OlKESRlttL SECUEITT ,;/;*.j>

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
» * .-.*

±m

A

HtRbIN IS U'lC'J.SSiili

The Institute for Labor Studies is an unincorporated scientific

research organisation affiliated with Smith College, Northampton,
Mass. in the publication of Research Studies of Industrial and
Labor problems. Some of the expense is paid through subscrip-
tions to publications and some through private donations and'
Smith College funds. No evidence of Communistic Tiews expressed

.

therein*

KJC

5,*r"'.*

ESSENCE:

)2TAILSi

Report of Special agent
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V
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these are listed as follows

i

Vol. H 3-U

Vol. XX 1-k

Smith College Studies in History
Directed by Rathe rine Dupree Lumpkin, PH. I).

Field Work by Mabel CUJZmtofi _
Title "Shut downs in toe Connecticut Valley*

Smith College Studies in History
'~

:

->"J--.

Title "Economic History of a Factory Town."

A study of^Chicopee, Mass* . ;.. .

7>

By Ver#£hlakman * V...?«*? *':

Vol. XXI 1-fc "A Chronicle of Industry of the Mill River"

By Agnesffianney

Vol. XXTTII 1-i* "The Rise of Railroads in the Connecticut
Valley." .

By Thelma N^Cistler

; •- :.*;.,.••' „2-
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__^_^ stated that he had read the last of these public*- ;•

tions and found it to be quite interesting as a story of the

building of Railroads throughout the Connecticut Valley* the
:

.

subscription price for the Smith College Studies is $2.00 «*•/,>.,

nually which does not cover the actual cost of the publications

but defrays a part of the expense. .„.- / -?-..>rvv- -. *C-;.*.- >..*

^P stated that he was positive that nothing ef a Coenunis-

tic nature would be found in any of the publications J»t out as

a part of the Smith College Studies. ../'..>."%•*" .' ':• .*
':*-

V;: --£.»** -.?....
-ii'.'
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3fcb?ral Bureau of Itiurstlgatlon, -

Mniteft States Be parturient of 9tistir

Knoxville, Tennessee
October 4, 19U,

Director /

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C»

RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Internal Security - C

Dear Sir:
1 th»

-..1

1
K

^7>

that tfife last regular school session for this year for the
ighlander Fo^tf School at Konteagle, Tennessee ended September 26, 1941.

another course will be opened at llemphis, Tennessee
in the near future, possibly on October 12 or 13 . This course at Memphis,
Tennessee will be the regular six-weeks course usually given at Monteagle,

I Tennessee by the Highlander Folk School.

For the information of the Llemphis Office, four of the students
who attended the last six-weeks course that ended on September 26 were from
llemphis, Tennessee. One of these four will be secretary of the school at

riUi-emphis, Tennessee. The identity of these four students from llemphis,

%t xennessee is not presently known, but efforts will be made to ascertain
their identity, particularly the one who will be secretary of the school.

•><* Plans are also being laid to hold courses at Bessemer, Alabama
d Detroit, Michigan.^P that the main reason for

L'ELVERT0^/C0V/HERD f s coming to Highlander Folk School on September 24, 1941
tjwas to heap 6tart a session of the Highlander Folk School at Bessemer,
<<Alabaraa v The Birmingham Office advised this office by telephone of YELVERTQN
^to.iKERDts .coming to^ Highlander Folk School^ but due to lack of transporta-
tion, and weather condition
at Highlander Folk School at which COWHERD spoke. The dates for the courses
to be had at'J^ssemer, Alabama and Detroit, Michigan are not known as yet-,

"

and it is believed that plans for holding sessions at these places have not /
*-.-a

been fcOly developed.
**«>*>*, G /

'- TFjTEM
4jCii(

tflJf 'lp

Apparently, KARY/lAVHENCS of the faculty FtD^_ His^l^der
>

Fplk^jj^ [

,hool is at New Orleans -at present conducting an 'educational program'.

%

similar
to that held at the Highlander Folk School. Five stupenji

attended tn"e) last session at Highlander Folk School*

J

It has >recently come to the attention of
that HYLES HORTON, head of the Hj

Secretary of the Highlander Folk

.. l^J
DECLASSIFIED BT

SBsafe
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affiliated with the school voted for the Communist candidates in the 193&

election. This office is, therefore, extremely desirous that the activities
of UYLES HQrtTON and the other members of the Highlander Folk School in con-

ducting the school at Uemphis be carefully checked at Memphis*

£r.

For the assistance of the Memphis Office, MYLES HORTON drives
a 1941 Chevrolet 4-door sedan, 1941 New York license number 7^7463 • His
description is as follows:

%-VH

w&

-2r-

•J v
. .fVCftt'ip

1?*?PT'S'',v?'7?'T^*T'*"f;.'"'-T<
s*- •'*-*>" 4eW.*r;
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L/?p

2 CC - Memphis
Birmingham
Detroit
New Orleans

v *

NAME ISLES FOLK HQRTON
Age Born July 9, 1905 at Savannah,

Tennessee
Height 5'11"
Weight 165 lbs.
Eyes Blue
Hair Brown
Complexion Light
Race White
Sex Male
Peculiarities Poor eyesight, wears glasses
Education Attended Union Theological

Seminary 1 yr., Univ. of Chicago
1 yr. and Cumberland Univ. 4 yrs.

Employment Lists himself as iVorkers Educa-
tion teacher

Marital status ilarried. Vttfe is ZILPHIA HORTON

Very truly yours,

Vv\ c*> Sry>**» W* .

W. A. HURPHY
Special Agent in Charge

^

-3-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

pile no. 6l-v0
Forcn^fo. 1
this case originated at KNOXVTIiLE, TENNESSEE

mi*£4

REPORT MADC AT

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

DATE WHEN MADE

10-10-u

period for
which madc

10-7-41

TITLE

f:

"HIGHLANDER FOIX SCHOOL

report made my

CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SECURITT - C

SYNOPSISOF PACTS:

I?' ALL
:'-' HtR

INFORMATION C0!TOJP)
^^UNCLASSIMED

ter
K;*f

k '.-'V .j»

fc.£- -> '

REFERENCE:

[V ILS;

Investigation conducted relative
to| 1MB and

^1 HP revealed that both
individuals have engaged in labor
activities. ^I^^HHPforaerly
engaged as organizer for the Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers Union at

^j \W9 an^ believed to
be presently residing in

organizing the

_, In
39 WL H was stated to be the

,worst agitator in the strike called
at the

presently employed at the

Lption set forth*

-p.

Report of Special Agent
dated June 1, 1941 at Knoxville,
Tennessee.

4-icj'

o

WV» i-

Investigation of fl Blwas predi- 3?£
cated upon a letter dated December 10, 1939 from Special
Agent in Charge H, B. FLETCHER enclosing a card in trip- r

iiE*7ioYF&£cate w^ich read as follows:
.

Vfc Ai»R 24L'*i-^ .

CO^^H.. RETORT jP^^f

^oxvULW* ij ** 7 *f
r

chmond ' / /

%J
DO MOT WHITIIN THESE SPACES

/-/_1 nsm Hgg **£
$1*^*^

flmp
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Q Mr. To!»on

Mr. IS. A. Tar rn

*-"

MtbtxaX Surfatt of Jnu*Btlgatinri

Mnit eft £iat?s Jtepartm*nt of 9u*tirr

Khoxville, Tennessee
October 12, 1941

CI

Air Mall Special Delivery:

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sir: a

Special Agent^BHBi of this office has been con-
ducting investigation in the above entitled natter at Monteagle,
Tennessee, during the past month. He has been making intensive
inquiry in the immediate vicinity of this school, from October 5,
1941, to October 11, 1941. His principal endeavor has been to
interview those persons who have either attended the Highlander
Folk School, in an effort to secure information from them con-
cerning the doctrines and principles advanced at this institution,
or persons in the locality who have either visited the premises or

been informed by enrollees concerning any Communistic or subversive
activities thereat, jM

No direct interviews were conducted by Agent^V *"ith

any officials or faculty members of the institution. It is con-
templated that such interviews will be conducted upon the completion

of the preliminary inquiries in this matter. A4i^
On Friday, October 10, 1941, Agent flHI was conducting

investigation to ascertain the validity of a Young Communist League
membership book, Number R 305 , now in the possession of this office.^^^fc identified the card as being one of
three which she had previously seen in her house, the other two *

being issued to her 8onsJfl|p and flBHHHP 4HHHHI when Jq^Ik
interviewed by AgentflHBJ denied affiliation with the YCL and spoke
favorably concerning the personnel of the Highlander Folk School.

ESSBiBBP persisted that her son £ HP ^d been affiliated
.tl'Jii the YCL and so stated in his presence. • The latter then left
the home as Agent A ^Conducted his interview with the mother.

L*

58

• ^t"»;»«r i
.,iT5i'

W» 24 196J

HE

DA
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subsequently returned to the house and informed Agent
>a note had been left for him by a member of the faculty of

the Highlander Folk School.

AgentM Ift upon entering his car, observed the note on
the seat of his car stating, "We have been hearing quite a bit of

your interest in the Highlander Folk School. Why don't you pay us
a visit and get your dope first hand. Come about 6»00and you'll
get a good supper. Reap, yours, for Highlander, Leon^Wilson."

The original of this note is being retained in the Khox-
ville file.

Agent 41 BP did not acknowledge receipt of this note, nor
did he communicate in any way with the Highlander Folk School*

Upon returning to his hotel room, at 10 $30 p.m., the same
evening, Agent flMl had delivered to him in his room at the Mont-
eagle Hotel, by a hotel employee, a letter on Highlander Folk School
stationery, stating as follows t

"Knowing how much time you have spent talking us over with
our neighbors, we are, frankly, disappointed that you haven't been
to look at us first hand#

w-

/

WC-

"Some very good friends of the school are members of your
organization, and to date our relations with the F.B.I. have been
of the pleasantest.

"&ir cook was disappointed you were unable to accept my
hasty invitation to supper and she insists that I deliver the
accompanying slice of home-baked applesauce cake. Cordially yours,
for HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, Leon Wilson."

This communication was not acknowledged by Agent

On October 11, 1941, at about ltOO v/su, Agentm If upon
returning to the Hotel Monteagle, found MTLES^PCRTON, Director, and
LEON WILSON, Librarian of the Highlander Folk School, waiting for
him. Mr. HCRTON made inquiry concerning the purpose and the result
of the Bureau's investigation, but was informed that Agent,

- 2 -
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"had no comment to make1*, Mr. HCRTQN then alleged that he had been
informed by Mrs. EI£ANOR ROOSEVEItf, "The FBI had investigated the
Highlander Folk School, and had given it a clean slate. 11

Mr. HCETON alleged that the records of the school had
been made available two years ago to a Government representative
whom he believed to be a Bureau agent named 4HBHP The file of
this office fails to reflect that any such examination of the records
of that institution has ever been made by a Bureau representative.

MH£S HORTON indicated to Agent flft he contemplated dis-
cussing the situation with the writer at Khoxville. Mr* HORTON has
not communicated with the writer* In the event he does communicate
with this office, he will be advised that the writer has no comment
whatever to make with respect to any matter under investigation*
If, however, he should desire, in writing, to make the records of
this school available to this office, such an offer would be accepted,
If an occasion arose Tfoere such an examination would be considered
desirable*

Special Agent ^Hfr is preparing an extensive report
revealing the result of investigation conducted in this matter, which
will be submitted in the immediate future*

Very truly yours,

^5QC
W. A. MURPHY
Special Agent in Charge

;,*. : >.: : **
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Asfc #iatr» ©rparttmnf of f

Inoxvilie, Tennessee
October 14, 1941

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C
EE: ^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

INTERNAL SECDRITI - C

Dear Sirs

.55^

mm

gop±„ Wi .^^.^^^fflBgVthe official publication of •

the above school, were being sent. This list, dated July 11,

1941, was composed of about 2,4B5 names covering 49 field offioes.

At the present time the Knoxville Field Division does not deem

it practicable to set forth ^^^^^^^^^^^™ in an «-

vestigative report. The names .._ m
"

is being retained as an exhibit in the Knoxville

iu deem it desirable to furnish the respective field divi-

sions with the names of those persons therein who appear on this

the Knoxville Field Division will make such informs-

^finavffiable by personal and confidential letter. In the absence

of any definite instructions in this regard, no further_action will

be taken with respect to this

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEyfcv BY^ga

WAl^JS
6l-32\

Very truly yours,

e?<AKS

W. A. MURFHT
Special Agent in Charge

• •*
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I
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M

SS

A

-

as Communist member or sympathiser tJISnf^nT^i
Informant.MM^of the Dallas Field"Division—

. . .
-J—W Stn Antonio,, Texas

l** to be * cXosft friend of M !* and

REFERENCE!

DETAILS*

fi^-4^7

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
-wo-- HEREIN Ig UNCLASSIFIED

^ 7CJ)ATE^^BY^S
Report of Special AgentA—j^MU »Ji£xcgL
Tenn. dated 6/0/U* "*£<? J/^ ' '

A review of the files of the San AfatAlo *ield
Division relative to 4HHHI lfc andfl

developed the following ^fonaatiom

__ ?9X*o has been reported to the office
as being a Bomber or sympathiser of the Communist
Party. This information was received from the Dallas
Field Division and was furnished to them by their
Confidential Informant

^~~~^~~

H :
po not wurre in these spaces

^^llJjHl
5 - BUREAU
2 - KNOXVUXE
2 - SAN ANTONIO

tiWJES DESTROYED
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originated at KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE SF file no. 100-4648

A\^

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

DATIWHtNHADi

10-16-41

PERIODKM
WHICH MAW

7-10,10-9-41

HIGHLANDER FQIZ SCHOOL

WPOffTMADS.«T

^?C^ eb

CHARACTEROF CASK "<

INTERNAL SECURXTI .- C

SY N OPS IS OF FACTS:

Jnc^
*^7.\&'%

.

REFERENCE

t

'

."

?

' 'v. Ui''

DETAILS

t

Hemes of parsons within this field
division ©hooked against the filet
of this oftioei reveal Mr. and Mrs*

Iwere reported to
this office" as individuals with
possible radioal tendencies* Contact
made with confidential informants and
sources of information available to
San Franoisco Office with negative
results. .,'.. ,

''*..

• B V C -

Report of Special Agent
at Xhoxville* Tonnes see*

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Bie names of persons within the San Francisco Field
Division were checked against the files of this offioe for any
Communistic or subversive activities on the part of such persons*
It was revealed feat in San Franoisco file 100*0-106 8 « Volume 7*

Kr* Mrs* SHI HHHMi HH HHHHI
had been reported to this office as individuals with possible
radical tendencies*

Confidential Informants and sources of information
available to this office were contacted for the purpose of obtaining
information relative to the activities of any of -ttie parens listed
for this offioe in reference report* Ho further information was

^l
Spvcmi. AMCT

CMAW«m?
PIES PEgfROYF.D

-rawsnwi
JjrSureau
4-Enoxville
.
; -;',ari Franc iseo

/—> f 1

do not wnrrs in these spaces

&/-I7 r/t- ££
trmzEO/i

'Q41

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
OCIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

tBEOOB^^;
,v#--^
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obtained and accordingly thii case is, being referred upon completion

to the office of origin. .:•,.."' ;'..:..
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- EEFERBED UPOH C0MP1ETI0H TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIff »
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TOOKT MAOK AT

MEMPHIS, TanassBG

D»xnxu
f rsarassna

DATE WHEN MADE

10-17-41 v/ 9

rcntoo FDR
WHICH MAS*
9-24,25; 10-16- 41

EIGHLANEKR JOLK WHOO!'
#*'

CHARACTER

V
JtvMrfri'^

i.

,**

3

EEFEEEKGBi

^C&iVrr

(W»MMIt .<UtHlll WtoH th. *X'L^f'.£•» relating to the lighlander *»UcSchool to *he*ute Wican legion Kert^t"
_| P Menphle, telleres^ •aater-laa .ay ftar. been turned erep to the Oarer™".' !.

Tenneeeee. Sugee.t. contactin*«"Bfcani»th.*. «.

tion of file. ^ record. e«pU.d * ffipfc-
School ha. daoghter presently explored M mbTbmt -
•mental «ency In Washing, VS? "* ,°"' 80T_

f"* ** °f 8±PI ». Kenphie, Ienoes.ee 8-17-41*•**» '«« faoxvllle Blvieion dated 7-23-2 „tl^L

# **-T .f - V^ -
*

i£ KSHPHIS, TSBDCSSU

>
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oo not write in thcsc ancts
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laahville, Tennessee and after it had served its jaarpose and ha .-.'•

had raad it through, he had returned it to the headquartere. So .

etated that at a later date, ^HBBH^V^f the American Legion
had written Ma and etated that he had checked it out again and
he would like it returned; however, JMHHBI advised that he had
had that report only on one occasion and that it had "been returned

to lashville; that he had wanted the report to show 4BIMMiW
40HB * DR, LILLIAH JOBB'SOB', who is one of the eponsore of the Highlander

Tolk School.

MHHBIMP adrieed that ESU JOHNSON had formerly

owned the land on which the Highlander Tolk School is now situated;

that she had her home on that property and that she had become interested

in the idea through association with MILES H0B20H; that she had formerly
heen a professor at Oherlin College in Ohio and had a reputation of

being rery social! stlcally minded.Mi did not know how EOHTOK had
met her hut stated he had impressed ER, JOHKSOH rery favorably; that ••

DR. JOHKSOX is in no way associated with the Coinmunist party as far as

he knows; that her ideas do not lean directly toward Communism hut

sore toward Socialism hut she is rery Interested in educating the igno-

rant. He stated that she has been completely deceived hy HOHTOH. .; -.,; /--v: .V adrieed that he had done everything
possible to discourage DR. JOHNSOH in the fighlander folk School

and that was the reason for his obtaining the American Legion report*

He stated that he had shown her that report and had read her pertinent,

parte of it, hut she was still very much interested in the school V/*
and had complete confidence in HOHTOH*

4HBP&leo etated that the reports which the American

Legion had, contained the same information that had been set out In
seven articles written for a lashville, Tennessee japer»

A review of the file in this case reflects that Inter-

ested offices have copies of those articles, A. review also reflected .

that reference letter dat ed July 23, 1940 contains a result of an inter-

view withABMHHBMl in Athens t
Tennessee which i—>had

returned over the data he had toSBsM^^ an& tnat JbVIbV^bV .

Is presently located in Memphis, Tennessee. -,

was then contacted at his office located

Memphis. Ke advised that report containing inform*-
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tion collected by

M%V;;;^&&

*imkM

stated

thatthere had been a lapse of one year between the time when "

gBBMMBlefi that office and he undertook its obligations* Be .

stated he believed the information was turned over to the Governor

of Tennessee; that if that information were not in the files of ._,. -;

the American Legion of Nashville, his only guess was it had been

turned over to the Governor and that the Governor had never re- ;;_

turned it

«

.....^

He suggested contacting NHflMP as he would pro-

bably remember the information. * lead is . being set put for the..t,

Knoxville Office to consider recontacting AIHBPI ';
.

^HHV also advised that he understood IB*
IJ7JIAN JOHNSON, a sponsor of the Highlander Folk School of Mont-

.

eagle, had returned to that institution after having severed her
connections for a short time approximately two years ago* He ad>
vised that he did not believe she was Communistically inclined,
but was a woman who had been completely deceived by MILES HCRTQtf

and other directors of that school* -., .. ^ - ,.._.._ ,

Oq October 10, 1941 the Memphis Field Division was
advised by letter from the Knoxville Field Division as follows

t

•Cto September 24, 1941 the Knoxville Field Division
was advised by telephone by the Birmingham office that JOSEPH KEIJX
STOCKTON, of Allardt, Tennessee, had been reported as one of the
founders of the Highlander Folk School and that his wife was an
avowed Communist. It was further alleged that the STOCKTON'S dau-
ghter, first name unknown, was recently graduated from the National
Law School at Washington, D. C* 9 was admitted to the District Bar,
and is now working for some Government agency in Washington*

Since Allardt is within the territory covered by the
Memphis office and there is a possibility that the daughter may be
involved in a violation of the Hatch Act, it is suggested that in- ,

quiry be conducted at Allardt in this regard. Consideration will .

be given to MR. STOCKTON'S affiliation with the Highlander FoUc
School during the course of investigation in connection with the
latter institution."
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In reference to the above letter it ahould be noted

that in report of Special Agent (A) MHUM^ at Memphis, Tenn-

essee, dated Auflust 17, 1941, a copy of the original chart of the

Highlander FolM School is sued,by tie Secretary /f the _State of _j_

Tennessee was\Jbtaine>i, aneUthe --orafeiaal anplifentfr^or—t^iis chart-

. er were: imifHCKT^/lS^^ EUPEBT •

/&1FT0N and M^OIJf iGHisHOEGG The/list orippli cants does not

/include the name^f JOSEPH KELLXJ^STOCKTON reported in the fore*-

going letter as one of the founders of the school-

%£$!$£$ PENDING

.-,-,»

•%_
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*'.. usnBvxLOpm) leads

TEX KKOXYILLB, TEBKESSBE 7XXLD DXTISIOH

AT ASSSZTS, TEHHESSB

Vill consider recent acting

*A&.:-rj and obtaining from him the information which vat contained In tha

report he had Bade to the American Legion relating to the Highlander

Folk School, Kont eagle, Tennessee,

$ic

722 KBJFHIS HELD DIVISION

IT HASH7ILLB, TEHHBSSSI

^??p*i Will contact the Governor of the State of Tennessee
*

:

:
^ ;*; and see whether he recalls the American!sation Committee of the American

Legion for the State of Tennessee haying turned over to hi* a file rela-
tive to Conmunistic Activities of the Highlander lolk School, of

Mont eagle, Tennessee. Will obtain any pertinent information in the •»

ve^t the file is located.

AT AIJ.ABJT, TEKHESSEE

Will determine the identity and activities and

f. general reputation of JOSEPH XELLET STOCETOE reported in the above
u letter as one of the founders of the Highlander Folk School. *u ^]

* X I » I ft
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form NO. 1;;^EOr.Ginateoat WQIVILUS, TEWC35B VI file no. 100-9AJ0 KLD

REPORT MADE AT

f£K TCBI CITX

DATE WHEN MADE

ic/a/4*
PERIOD FOR

Jul

mTGHUHDER FOLK SOBOOL

REPORT MADE BY

CHARACTER OP CASE

Z3TTERJ0LL 8ECURIW * C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

ESr u/tENCEt

Investigation conducted relative ta-

persons sanding funds to HIGBLAHIlBi

FOLK SCHOOL but no information of
Communist activities developed rela-
tive to thorn*

Report of Special Agent
dated April 10, 1941.

Report of Special Agent
dated June 4, 1941%

Report of Special Agent
dated June J* 1941%

fnoxville, Tana*,

New Tork City;

KnoxrillSj Yexm.j

DETAILS! A number of leads were set out in tie reports of reference
in the New Tork Field Division to determine the background of
individuals and organisations which contributed funds to the
HIGHLANDER fou school* .

Reference was mads to the League of American Writer* and
Inquiry made as to whether this organisation eould be considered
Communistie* Files of the Hew Tork Field Division contain a con-
siderable amount of information relative to t he League of American.

Writers and information indicating that certain individual members
of the League have Communistic tendencies.*, the League of American
Writers is claeslfied as a Communist front organisation* it Is

not deemed advisable at this point to sat out a lengthy statement
of the membership and activities of this League* It is felt that

APPROVED AND
rCRWARDKD:

Special Aocnt
|M CMAMOK

COPIES OT THIS HEPORT

(5>- Buream

T- Knoxville, Tentv
3 - lew Tork

DO NOT WHITE IN THESE SPACES

-fct¥wTi~\-&i
,'1L information contained

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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the report of reference merely desired information as to ^'
#:v,.v

-c- .' *-

possible Communistic tendencies of the organization* •''; "v;
: .''..-

/• '*' '"; '' ' "- - •*' :; '

' ^V:-"- --""-^

'nho resides st^Hl^lHHHHil Hi
•was a contributor to the HIGHLANDS* FOLK SCHOOL. Records of the
Credit Bureau of Greater New lork, Incorporated, disclosed that ; ''>—Mils a member of the— family who are identified . . ^
with the fl BHHHBB^ 4HMHBP i* * woman of
means and is listed in the New Xork Social Register* She main- - ';..;*:-

tains her residence at 4HHHHIHHHHHHI **** a* the MHfc
MHMIi New York City* Information contained in the report of
reference of^|^BI indicates that4f^MHV has participated
in student strike movements and in student union activities, indi-
cating her radical tendencies* "-""«.; ;,,-.. -\..\ --$;' >'""

\^ No information was developed concerning the RQBJjRJ
^/MARSHALL FOUNDATION* Accordin^tothereporto^eferenceof^

City^ Records of €he Credit Bureau of Greater New lork, Incorporated,
393 Seventh Avenue, failed to develop any information concerning this
Foundation or its background and further disclosj

concerning GEORGE MARSHALL* ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
also had no information concerlSTn'^^WES^TnTsT^in'aaTIor^o?
MARSHALL.',-

T\f\ ^T\f*n**ma + 4

.

dotfrta:

%ve.7h
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According to the report of reference of
the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL maintained an account at the. Amalgamated
Bank of New Tork, which account was opened by JAJffiS^uibffitwsia:, who
gave his address as 600 Vest 122nd Street, New Yofic City* Observa-
tion at this address disclosed that it is the address of the Union
Theological Seminary of New lork* .-.,

~-

> . .
;...:

address is given as
New lork City* An examination of the directories

failed to disclose any such street in Qaeens, Bronx, Manhattan or
Brooklyn. In the Brighton Beach section of Brooklyn, it was found
that there were ten or more Brighton Streets but the address would
have been Brighton First Street, Brighton Second Street, or some

- 2 -
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such similar address. There is no such street as Brighton Street**^
The writer checked Brighton First Street, Brighton Second Street* '£.
and several others but no such number as Jfc was found. Ho * '•• ;>
further efforts are being made to develop^j^Bi present residence.

The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New Tork, 7
contain the name of only one

It is , therefore,
apparent that this is not the 4| HI who is connected
with the Religion and Labor Foundation which is allegedly located * ^

at 351 West 122nd Street, New York City. Observation at 351 West
122nd Street developed that it is a 2-story dwelling located in the
heart of the colored section of New Tork City* Wo name appears on "

the door and it was not deemed advisable to make inquiries in that '

neighborhood concerning|^^H^r the Religion and Labor Foundation.
It is apparent that if this -is the correct address of the Foundation,
that it is not a very large organization. The New Tork files and the
records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, Incorporated, 373 '..

Seventh Avenue, were examined but no inforjgti^j^a^^^^^^^^,ati ve
ihe Religion

r

and Labor Foundation* % m
also had no information concernin^xneKeligion and

>or on.

TKS~9ooperative Distributors, Incorporated, located at
30 Irving Place, $few Tork City, is an organization with the aim and
purpose of furnishing consumers with information about goods they '•:''.

buy. aOX JN^lETSI is President, Clinton S. QgLDEK is Vice President
and HEKBERT?^JpLE is Secretary and Treasurer. LEPM is considered the
guiding hand of the organization and has been mentioned as the
Superintendent of Brockwood College at Katonah, New Tork; Director -
of the Philadelphia College of Labor; and Vice President and Assistant
Treasurer of Consumers Research, Incorporated, Washington, New Jersey*
Jfiie Directors of ihis organization include JUSTUSN^BERT, HARRY A.
'

JOSEPH A*\}JCH3*, (X^TQli
s
^S^AS^-'^r^S^P0^^3^ .

I0UNT. EBERT is editor ofXLithographers Journal". LEFKHI
\k% 9 KUCHER is Sales Manager of Kelvinator Sales Company, ;

and HAPGOQD is a well-known educator* The Advisory Board _of this.
v organization consists of •JER01^fi£v3S/ Tale tfivirrUy School; ROGER ""'

/BALDWIN, American Civil Liberty flhion; WINIE3JED L.7&IAPPEL, ' -.v \: Z'.-
'.',.*;

Methodist Federation of Social Service; JOHNTOEWET, Columbia University;

-3 -

^
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-
1 };, ''.fT.Aj^ c '•-ijf.

77̂
-: v^^yrr^:^y:^-f ^j&y;l\ S;>, r \ ? I
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r}iARj)?QX,' Leamie for Industrial Democracy; WTLTJAtyHUNN, Dana ...... —:

College; Jj^ANI^LMSTEAD, T*J£,C.l., University of New\Yopk; ; v.,*
1

/*;

TSALTBR E^iPEEK, John Marshall College, of Law; VIDA E#SCHODDER,'
Wellesley College; P* A. and BHJI^J|pKARING, Solebury Farmers
Club of Solebury, PaT This organization maintains no financial
statements and is allegedly a non-profit organisation. Its pur- ;^
pose is to test products on the market for the protection of '

-:

consumers and to bring to the consumers materials of quality -

regardless of their advertisings The organization publishes a
periodical called "Consumer Defender" • , GLGa L^OURWICH, who,
according to the report of reference, was General Uanager of this
concern, was formerly a buyer for R. H. Macy Company, located at
Broadway and 34th Street. She is presently^located in Mew
Orleans, Louisiana* . ._, ,

'.
....

.

—

The 241 East 22nd Street Corporation, with offices at *
31 Union Square We3t, is a real estate company serving as agents /
for several large apartment and office ^uildings in New^York Cityi^
Its officers are WILLIAl^piN, CHARLE^AIHl and ALBERt\&IER, .['

They are all men of considerable means and the 241 East 5nd
Street Corporation is considered to be a reputable organization*

It is apparent from *he information above set out ,^'

that among the contributors to the HIGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL are
many large and reputable New York organizations and several
reputable people residing in the New Tork vicinity* No informa-
tion of Communist activities on the part op- these individuals has
been determined except as hereinbefore ^set out* It is not deemed
practical to institute extensive investigations relative to each
of these people and relative to each organization at the present
time merely because of their contributions to the HTGHUNDER FOLK
SCHOOL. It is felt that if any further investigation relative to
these individuals and organizations is desired by the office of
origin, the New Tork Field Division will be so advised. - *

J

&m. ;'4

..- +*
v.-

•m
±K

In the absence of such instructions from the Knoxville
Field Division, this case is being ~V . . ^- ".*.;. :

V ; :•

,^ r
.

REFHIRH) UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE
• OF CRIGIN - '

V
- 4-

~r -: \-
!
*^yr&r*f>^i-4^^^~^Wf^%-?:^A



4-750 (2-7-79)

XXXXXX
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

U-nvDeleted under exemption's) ^"^ ' J^ with no segregable

material available for release to you.

;„J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

L_j Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

LJ Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

\;v advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

'.

~) 'For your information:

j The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:he tollowing number is to oe used lor reierence reg.

h\-ns\\- SI -v. sr^r

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X

£ NO DUPLICATION FEE x
X FOR THIS PAGE X

xx x

x

x x XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
xxxxxx



t£s';.*>*i • ' iV*i -«tfi -i»rWf\i~-j !• • ...rt .-, . + U-*i.

tfS&
Mzftttml Butemu of hmsttismiian

Unittb fktaU* Bepmtmtnt of iralfte

Knoxville, Tennessee
October 1, 19U
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Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Hashington, D. C.

Dear Sirs

Attention t Technical Laboratory

Rex^HIGHIANDER FOID SCHOOL
Internal Security - C

Transmitted herewith are three packs of

exposed "process" film.

It is requested that these be developed and the
negative and three prints of each exposure be returned
to the Knoxville Field Division.

Very truly yours.

7C

W. A. IflJRPHT X^ \
Special Agent in Charge

61-12

\

t .-..J

i/'/
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'OWWL BUREAU Of tHYESTOAl
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Special Agent in Charge
Khoxville, Tennessee

^ Bei pgglAWDBR yto) SCHOOL
INTERNAL S2CURI7T - C.

p*2& 2:.-.>H

rJ^

r^' Dear Sirt

t-v

A

Referenee is »d« to your letter to the Boreas
dated October lf 1941, with which you transaitted three
film packs aade in connection with the above captioned
ease.

Upon development, it was found that these filae
were underexposed which was possibly due to the fact that
these exposures were node on Proceae filas and given the
sane exposure tlae that should be given Super XX film*

;
> - > *.:

It ie suggested that these photographs be
taken if possible*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^feM_BY5aa

79ij truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

vv <;!'**

at

'.$**•» ^v

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION,;,

MAILED ;

j

* OCT 9 1941 '•)

> - p.m.
-"!

--rtDc«Al BURLAU OF INVESTIGATION i

•
- yTs. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTtCt

,1

Jf ^ii: -.
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fEbersI Bureau of fnttestfgatUm

United states department of Itsstte

Memphis, Tennessee

October 16, 1941

fcKLV

61-54

as**

', ' A"

J^S--!*-';*;.-^

SMS^^S
:rri

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C«

ft
Ret ~ HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

ESPIONAGE

Dear Siri

Transmitted under separate cover is one

roll of Mini Pan Film.

Attention is directed to the fact that the

original letter -written in this case requested two

copies be made of each of these pictures and was

enclosed with the film. It is respectfully requested

that four eight by ten copies of these pictures be

made and forwarded direct to this office

•

Very truly yours,

E. £. ETJHNEL

Special Agent in Charge

cc: Technical Laboratory

cc: Knorville

?

REOORD

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED'cUj£
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^yfeo/sv BY SPS6rt

djir KUlA*
FEDERAL BUfttAU OF INVESTIGATION

6 OCT0I8 1941

u.s. DEgArftsaT C

w /

."** ,^'j't ,1- «.'
';

jC.'^S.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF/ INVESTIGATION

S^^-nateoat KNOXVTLLE, TENN,
C0N^t5ENTIAL

file no.
100-383 FC

,7
"'^i-.i-''^S^S

as?*,-,-w *.

\
-/

RCTKJRT MA.DC AT ,

BUFFALO, NEW* TORS

DATE. WHIM MADE

U/28/41

period for
which made, ,

9/JL3J10/9/41

TITLE

^HIGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL

MPOKT MADK BY ^fc-

4ARACTER OF CASE

Mj$ffj®kL
se0151111 - c.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

- RUC ->/
REFERENCE*

DETAILS!

« i«K»*?TTSW «ntTill

dated 4/10/41

9<^
Report of Special Agent

at Knoxville, Tenn*

AT BUFFALO. NEW TCRK

This report is the result of the joint investigation

of Special Agent^pHPB^P and the writer•. _

Confidential National Defense Informant a^^ and
^.issiFia >f * Confidential Natl

, _

0^1S3k^ ' the?&d they did not believe he was active in Coraiunigt

4/

circles in Buffalo at the present time #

- REFEiRH) BPOH CCMPIETION TO THE OFFICE OF CEIGIN -

~ APPROVED AND
FORWARDED: 4%gy^ /?£-*££

COPIES OF THI» REPORT

Q> »*••** COPIES DESTROYED
2 - Knoxville
2 - Buffalo -J* APR 24 1961 /

7 m / l^fepi

gOMLinriUlVfl
-

y "BBS
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACE** V f

T—MM

..-* *-: -;rrt- . v.. , •.-.-?*-v-» r ?*?-:»"*ST•"W**"?' 'W»;V-7W 1 '^TV/.'..S'S*^.T^T^W^v^ **•">>r*^»T*%r-w
."^V^."-'."'f

'
" \* '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Storm No! I
TWS CASK ORIGINATED AT KNQXVUXE, TETO.

riL^NO.
1(X>^47 T#

KBPCKTMADCAT

BIHIONGHAM, ALA*

tMTtwHMMAI« , I PtRIODTOR/I 4WH1CHMADK

oi-26-a 10/6,7,20,21/4

Ttrui

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHDOL \

MPORTMAMir

CHAKACmi or CAtt ..{
•

INTBRKAL SECURITY - C,

SYNOPSIS OF FACT*:

*

Information received from

^1 that §BHBHpHHf former Highlander Folk

School student, la now In United States Army, stationed.

tm

n

DETAILS: ^:

,, interviewed re Highlander personnel and

alleged Communists residing in Huritsville, he advising further

data available throughI—

—

\ resident of Tracy City,

Xenn* 4BHHHBMMHHJHB* Birmingham, Ala*, reports

no file material on Highlander Folk School, bwt recalled

having filled several printing jobs, including a school papar,

in the spring of 1941*
which reflect information on

st indices^

B. -Bv-C.
t Jl*c

Report of Special Agent
Report of Special Agent

Knoxville, 6A/41.
Birmingham, 9/16/41.

<e*

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent

\

rwas contacted

in an effort to locate^—1—K 41 H stated that during the school

ye.br 1?^0-41, Wi^BMM*& attended the college and took post-graduate work,

also doing sone part time teachings She produced the school records, revealing his

home address as(in Ala,, and added that it was her

inf-ration thatTlMSa7in the U. S. Army. ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN^

«JAK 271942

corn

5 Bureau . ; ..
/

2 Knoxville
2 Baltimore
1 -iivJ iigHam

COPIES DESTROYED
rrsjTrsrrasr

. „. .-..;;.r -. r .^^-jf-^.^vyB ««...^»^*;..:.^;>t"^^^^Jf'^^f1^^?1^.^^7' :
"'^''"'

',';

' '""'.

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DEC 2
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AT HUNTSVIUI, AU*
,

' \ V ... . * V - ..'t (

EI H?Vt
yc?

fc;
f^ continued by stating that the an* jiJCS S02JSHOKKI was on*

familiar to bar a* being a school official* She also atatod that
aha knew the school to have bean criticised severely by newspapers and
the general public, bat that It was her own personal conviction that
there was nothing subversive or Cacnunistie about the tasrhlngs sr
activities eX the institution - that is, the Folk School*

___ She concluded by stating that she was positive __
la&MZB would be only to happy to cooperate in any way possible with
agents* :..,,. . ...^ .«.-.; . .'..-,

/-

Alabama, was contacted toward the end of obtaining additional information
pertaining to t he names set out in the rwport of Special Agent ssVHsVHsl
dated at Inaxville, Tenn* April 10, 1941* MssV expressed the opinion
that he did not believe that he had anything really up to date to offer
In the way of lnfornation* however, he offered to run over the list
and make such consents as sight as adg^t be apropos with respect to those
Individuals with whoa he had any pereonal recoils etlon* Xhe persons
coarsented on, with J|HB remarks, are listed below* (zn those instances
where the Birmingham Field Division indices reflect additional information
the writer Is adding certain supplementary and identifying remarks t

!• FRAVZ DARIB1 - Instructor at Highlander Folk •

School, and possibly living in a cottage located on the school grounds*

2. WAITER PEAKSOff - Besides at Gadsden, Ala*, and is
an agent for the Ceramist Party, and organiser for the C*X*6« He may
also be an official in ths Workers Alliance* He had worked with
WTLLIAU3, but never distributed

•";•:'. rtvtv.-vv
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3t J* VXTRB13PO0H DODOS, Eesidanoe Atlanta, 0a« §
is an ©rganiaer fear the 0*I*0» and publicly professes belieT in Coasanlste *
He m> reportedly residing In Hantanrille, Ala* aa of July 2, 1940, Ida
renoYal bating been eubsequant to that data*

H2KBI31T WILLIAIB resides at Bunterille, *!*, Lincoln
Village, Be la an organiser for tha 0,1.0, and haa lad in radical ee->

tiYitiaa in tha pest*

XXSf UoKSS reeidae eoaeahere in Berth Caroline* Ha la
a CI.O. director for tha State of Morth Carolina, ao should ba easily . .

located*
,

.......
: i -.

:

.
.
.-,,.*.v...

*'—-
. ^y .,:•,;„.»;

IU H* BROZKLL, Bastarille, Teem* Ba is a C*Z*0« organiser
and ia Attorney for tiie eane* It vaa through hl» that an atteapt to
violate tha law ooctirrad at tha Ucrriaao Uills, 8a ia vtj eutepokea .&
M^ainMt tha Capitaliat (Mart . '-

'" "W- \ ""--"
'

'vV..^
r

;

JAUES MffiftOiraa, Manager of tha Highlander Folk School*

Eirectara*
HUES HCRTOa* * located at tha aohool and ia one of tha

CUDS WILUAIB, realdanea Himtsville, Alabaaa, Dallas
tillage, Ia a self-profeased Coanunist, and has been active Ia dis-
tributing Conauniat literature* Be attanded school at Kana, Arkansas,
in 19J& thia aohool was aloaad by tha Courts and allowed to jay
court coats,- >.*-/- '"'.

its in BJrarfncHaa aa R0BEKI F* HALL and 4AHE aTEES,
who foraerly operated the Jane Speed Book Store* A file aenorandtsi

v*. T-'.
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PASL 0HRISTOPH2® resides la Chattanooga, Tennessee*

Be is a patron and donor, and hi* nana appears aa an official Director
at tha sohool*

at tha school.
ROT UKHKNCE resides in Atlanta, Qa« fit is a lecturer

JOKH DODD resides in Chattanooga, Tennessee. So ha*
nade apaeehao and In general la on* of tha school enthuslasta.

TEL CCWHIED, resides either in Birsdngfcasi or in Swath
Carolina, He la a C.X.O. organiser and holds aone iBportani Job In it.
(Notet Tho individual rafarrod to, whose full turn* is 1ELVZRTC« CCRHfflD*
la a practicing attorney In Blnrtngha*, ile<, with offices in tha Conor
Building Re is prominently identified with tho CI.O. erganisations
in AUbaae, and ia at least sympathetic with the numerous so-called
front organlsatlona for the Cosanxniat Party, It haa been notioed that ha
has been afforded considsrabla prominence and publicity by the Southern
Hew* Almanac, radical weeUy publication which auspended operations
due to financial causes sons seeks previous to date of report)*

.

PAUL SAYDSRS resides Huntsviile, at 100 Dixie Street*
Is Tory outspoken In leanings toward Communis** but has never attained
any decree of proninence or influence*

41C
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advised Agent oess»U*t ms ted

«t one tine aocumulated eensiderabla information pertaining to fee

Highlander folic School end to the Communist situation la ganaralj
but that notes on tho mm were presently in the custody of

« resident of Tracy Citf* Tennessee. According to eVessssssn
1

has been making an intensive study of tho school and la believed to have

information that would be helpful should tho Bureau doom it advisable to
make tho inquiry indicated* - . . .

expressed loo opinion that
only too happy to oooporato in ovary respect*

would be

writers

at Bnan:mgmiJ ala.

Tho following investigation waa conducted tp tho

_____ - l# *** inter-

viewed toward that and of obtaining wuch information ai might be within

his recollection or offloo filoo with respect to tho Highlander folk

School* Jfe
1

. DuBose advised agent that an exsoinatian of his files .

disolosod that he had no personnel file material on the Highlander

>olk School ether than a letter written by one 1EQH sriLSCW, who
appeared to he an officer of the school, the letter being in connection

with certain printed supplies shipped to Highlander folic School by

„^___ added that he had first done printing work

for the Highlander folk School sons two years ago when a son whoso

name ho was unable to recall waa in Birmingham recruiting student**

He related that the gentleman referred to had been present at the

Birmingham news luncheon and upon the unidentified individual's as-

eertaiming that he, OsasssV **• * publisher, he promp tly placed an

order for the printing of some stationary* OjsjHssfP *dd#d that *•
has from time to time printed letterheads and envelopes for the

Highlander folk School, and recallo having printed a school paper

acne time during 1he spring of 1941* He expressed himself as unable

to recall the nature of the publication and advised that ho waa net

In the habit of keeping espies of such publications. He ecnoluded

by stating that he had no idoa whatever ae to the policies of activities

- *':'.*

-5~

:-^s>*77;"%Y-T ^'H^v^T? f"i%'"-'< i"^7^"r*-'"*^'"'''" >,!" 3^'"
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•X the Highlander Folk School, other than to say that ho understood the
'.'"""

student body to be snail, and tho stwients to BO of wry Modest il nonets)

resources*
-• ****». *

octal Agoat

iold

^LTisioKU Tho chock rereals tho followlngi (la those Instances where

names havo boon determined to ho Identical with those Mt out In tho ref-

erenced report of Special Agent flBl the writer le# 1a eenforaltgr * th

request set out In the mdoveloped load in this matter, making hrioX

ex^Lanatory fwnarks). ..

inforaatian set
(See explanatory r eaarlcs and

- So record*
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inter*

WiJ^

BALTMCHE TOD VflflSKM idXt 1
«• AeMHaVaaBMaVfet tho -

will be interrogated «ith
respect to his Attendance at Hi^ilander Folk School during the three
veeka' period ef 1940# AH pertinent information possible will be
obtained with respect to the school'* £m*raL%yt etudant activity prognsv
student tody* eurrieu3.ie^ etc,

ncgymj: yx&jo nmsioir at tmcy city, Tenn*, vi2i :

*~

interrlew JBHHMsssssafe who la in possession of certain files and
infox-nation pertaining to the Highland Folk School^ y. ''.,.

^

«&ss

i ;£<*.,;-Vif'
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REPORT MADS AT

DENVER, COLORADO

DAT! WHEN MAM

12-8-41

PERIOD POR
WHICH MADE
10-23,31-U

- HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

REPORT MADE BY B7 Mai

CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY •- B

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

EEraREfCE:

DETAILS:

Indlcea of Denver Office checked which revealed
t%J wswPswswHswswsswsst Boulder, Colo,, is member
ommerican 'Civil Liberties Union and on »ne?T*
occasion eent postal card protesting the alleged
illegal imprisonment of certain Communists*
Inquiry at Boulder revealed «ssssVsssV>resentlj
wssssBmssssswaswsmsswsw> at the ^^and has good reputation thSrST

" Ero
" ;;^ ::

Report of Special AgentfBmMssH dated
at Knoxrille, Tennessee, 6-1-41.

fcV

Or

Th* indices of the Denver Field Division were
checked relative to M ssl activitiej
and it was revea;

0< 'PIES

^ APR 24 J$U OF THIS REPORT
* 5 Bureau ,*
2 Knoxville O >^

-

A

U
2 Denver ( ^ ^

^

#; I- fl5// I g
DEC 11 ia41

^

T\

•. «.mmm i luna <

^

Kfc 1^

7J!K,-;;?!s*y -*^~y?1?!!?£f&#^^v/ff,r
J
r-ii?i"'.v('*r*^ *,*-•^*€*^-':Tyr^:^*^iC<:^?'->'/??>.- <
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THISCASEORIGtNATBDAT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

REPORT MASK AT

RICHIJDND, VIRGINIA

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD POR
WHICH MADE

12-1-41

TITLE

HIGHLANDER FOIK SCHOOL

CHARACTER Of CASE

INTERNAL SEOJRITI -E

SYNOPSISOF FACTS:

REFERENCE'

DETAILS:

Investigation conducted relative to

_ >reveals he has
engaged in' \inion̂ activitiesj that

his paper,
"""

is said to carry reprints of material

originally appearing in the Daily
Worker. Labor leaders say

extreme in his labor activities.

- P -

Report of Special Agent
dated 6-1-41 at Knoxville, Tennessee.

J

V Lr>

4io

The following investigation is

/y predicated upon the report of Special

wtr7C- Agent^BM^HP dated June h 19i<1

at Knoxville,

COPIES OF THl» REPORT

/ 5 - Bureau £0™S DESTROYED
v-2

r

- Knoxville ffS APR 24 1961

3 - Richmond
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This case originated at KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE
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REPORTMADE*T

liiami, Florida

DATE WHEN MADE

12t0-U

ronooron
WHICH MADE

10-23-41

£
HIGHLAJ©ER FOLK SDH00L

KKFORTMAKBY nf^
CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SBCURITT - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

->/p

DETAILS:

interviewed and informatiea .*:•-. %
concerning HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

f
-/„' >/t* ' all information contained

herein is unclassified '

date^}Mby^e
At 1EST PAUJ BEACH. FLORIDA
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t

.Z

- EUC -

5 - Bureau ^^^OYfS
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2 - liiami
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advised that he was familiar with HIGHLANDER
FOLK SCHOOL, ofenerally addressed at Tracy City, Tennessee, or at
Mont Eagle-*, Tennessee, and that from his own recollection, the
schoo}. had-jb§fen for the past several years under the directorship
of oneaLap^CHTOH and JAl^^DOffiROWSKI. flPHP ijnparted
general information concerning the operations ofL.Jihe school which
the writer found already to be incorporated in previous reports
in this matter and about the only specific informationj
had of any value was that he knew ft ft of Mont
Tennessee, to be a Communist

From his own knowledge of having lived in the vicinity
of the School, *flfl^|p3aid it was attended by many foreigners whose
names he could not relate and it was determined that IHHBl had
little if any valuable information to disclose concerning the school,
its personnel, or operations*

For such information as may be of possible assistance
in later locatingtfHHft a description of him is being set
forth as follows: .'""'"

Age **=
Race
Height
Weight
Eyes
Hair
Occupation
Peculiarities

Inasmuch as the information imparted by^ ^was non-
specific and indicated no further investigation, concerning the matter,

should be conducted within the Miami Field Division, this case is

being referred upon conpletion to the office of origin.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO TOE OFFICE .CF-OftIGIN -

* 41,•**»
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tilfv*-' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

originattldat KNOXVILLK, TENNESSEE -. .... rit* no. 100-2216

i--,-«
:
- ^.-W.V'SJ X>RT MADE AT

----
/ Cleveland, Ohio

DATIWHIN MADE

i2-i6-Li-Aai/io,iyia

mtiooroit
WHICH MADE

HI GHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

report MADE BY

CVH

CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SECUEOT - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Indices Cleveland Office checked for in-
formation ^^^^^_

information obtained
set forth. These individuals being made
subjects of separate investigations.

"J7£

-RUO-

"i.
'-;

REFERENCE*

DETAILS:

Knoxville,Report of Special Agent
Tennessee, dated June 1, l?ljl»

AT CLEVELAND, OHIO* ..

Reference report set forth following names #7£
r

j

i^&?i&£
FORWARDED

;»

x" V /^fe^l

ALL INFORMATION G0|TAJ#ED

EREIN IS UNCLASSfffD*» , 'M
DATE. r^pVs^BY

-aat

COPIES Or THIS REPORT

_
%eau

-Knoxville 2^
2-Cleveland _ ^ n g '^7

COPiBS DESTROYED
V3APR 24 1961 «*.

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES ""^'PYX'tyl'
//' ,* —

4/ 1 7r//
i

yj

D
kEC18mi

?b ^
^fciti/iU)

-fcr
_ o
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^IM 100-2216
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,33 '* • '*
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&*^>>U%tfift
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r
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m
-
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The files of the indices of the Cleveland Office

,

were checked concerning the aforementioned individuals to \*i
ascertain any Communist or Communistic activities The V
files of the Cleveland Office contain no information
cerning

-2-
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In view of the fact that there is no further in- ;

formation concerning these individuals, they are being made

the subjects of separate investigations by this Office, and

this case is being «v~

-REFERRED UPON COMPLETIOH

TO OFFICE OF ORIOIH-
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Itefreral Bureau of JnueBtigation

United States ©apartment of Jfustur*

Knoxville, Tennessee
January 5, 1942

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

HIGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL,

Internal Security - C

Dear Sirt
6' n*

„--» ^/

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent

^^^^^^^^ Knoxville, Tennessee, dated December 30,

^L92^^7he
,-

Bureau , 8 attention is particularly directed

to references therein to Mrs, EIEANCJ/EboSEVEET on pages

28, 29 and 117, which refer to her being listed by this

school as a friend of the institution in view of her

having established a scholarship there.

In view of these references, the Knoxville Field

Division will withhold the mailing of copies of this

report to all offices pending the Bureau's express

approval of such a procedure*

Very truly yours,

P f
i;t

61-12
WAlfelB

W. A, MUEPET,
Special Agent in Charge*

.ALL INFQRM/VUON CONTAINED

'"HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

PATE <$?>/&Wjffirtm ici

Lls*r\

71// ' 7 '

^ Mn - * «

^

'^ Is
-

V-.

U. ^

'.

"-;"£.^ v

nr.,

.x •*rvpr^ry^^T^y^'-^y • Tr?f???!?«?g? t,^k.^_ ^r .?»ryjr'tjj>Tf

EX -16
:?xt:tvv?gy i

*-r^".
',y »wr>T**";'
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61-75U-70 January 39, 1943

",i *.

irosoyAL jre^puFimiigufc

Special agent in Charge
anoxrille, Teu&essoe

let glGHLAWMCR P0I4C SOTOi,
XlTinMS. gBCDftXCT -

Dear Sirs

leferenee It Mdi to your letter dated January 8,
1942, In the abore-entitled Batter, therein you call the
Bureau's attention to certain inferaatlon contained oft pace*
28. 29 and 11? In the report of Special Agent Vol
dated December 20, 1941, at anoxrllle. Tennessee.

The Bureau has no objection to purely factual material
pertinent to the inrestlgatloa being eat forth In investigative
reports when the source has been definitely established sad <''* -'

'

properly evaluated by you prior to its inclusion In a report
to the Bureau and other field offloos • 1 fool that you, as
an Agent In Charge, should be cognisant of this procedure,

Tery truly yours, jkttwpkt its; *<nBK?p»

-...
- * '

- iunrfr-^.-w

John Kdger Soever ^5 £
Director

T--

b.^

..<*

MAILED
• JAN 29 1942

* 3 fi»W .

P. M.
rttJEBAl BUREAU OF INVESTKMTieN

iO£B5 1PT
L-T^--^^^^**^*" *-f\?»7

, , -„,, ,^---^W^- '^^5?>^V**i^.r..i^'-^^r"^ -
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.^OTOXVIiJ-E, TENNESSEE

*v ?:••

&%

:

Titte

g%, KLGHUNDER FOLK SCHOOL

Period
7-11,12-41
9-15 to 18,27;
9-30 to 10-11;
10-20,28,29,30,

31; ii-i-a

Reporf.made ty ^f

>£
.)

i

Character of case

INTERNAL SECURITY Sfc

*£*

^;-k ir'- .'«

S^IS OF FACTS: HIGKUNDER FOLK SCHOOL traded abiit 1932 *" ^^^fie
1

«*»SF*i6 «
Community of Monteagle, Tennessee Uir property Abated ,. ^4 ,

by Dr. ULLUN T7.\J0HNS*N. VHM^ORTO^ mss first <*M j

£n£r of the stai* and is prtsen^head of ** "Sv^'
School started out as socialistic. Socialise was *dvo|^

t

V cated and encouraged by the school and an atUinpti*an -

/.<> made to put it into practice. HORTON/stiH claims tcMs^ '-

a socialist, however, communism appadrod early **"*&^g-^ I*

\
' "

its supports and stuHel^ST^NpfcST,
who camo J«*~k

HDJffON « a member of the HlGKUNfeR FOUt SCHOOL« * •»
munist. mJXOJJJ -CHISHOLM, charter member of HIGHUNIW, ^. v .

J

* :1> FOLK SCHOOL was killed fighting for Spanish legist.
;- .

•

Units of the Communist Party and toung- Communist ^gatt^
j

were organized and existed among its local suppertora-^^-^
TFniWFTLMIVN. the Communist Party and Tcung Communist •;•;• - - ^He organizer stayed at the HIGHUNDHR FOU SCHOOL % '

v;.

while doing his organizing. Several people claim to ^
\ .. M| have -seen loung Communist League ^nbwsWp carta 1A ^ •

possession of various toaberso^heHTGHIAMPER FOLK -

SCHOOL staff*

/"
- L " 'IP
~ *f*3:ppr"ovecl ancf

*;

Vrtf

V'

S,.V4*-^t.-/

Forwarded v^<x:

i.

VFWW-7A,
vjCopies of this report

\'S: Bureau 2 New Haven

2 Atlanta
.51 Baltimore

. 2 Birmingham
* 2 "Bosnian

2 Buffoto •

i C o^lotte

5 New Orleans ^>
K 2 New vork (P.E.FCXflEpH)

. ,2 'Oklahoma 'Citj^V \,
'

2 Richmond <\* ^V*^
r^^pripg&iflC*: >

'

2' AUVfifhft Field

gffiaes & Conti-

nental United States

>
> **-ia1 Alaska

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE

* (•,•*"'

JAN 13 1942

:-'*\*3i.

^

35 AUQ } m
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confidential source indicates
Information

HOOL staff

and local supporters voted for EARLlBROWDER in 1936. Publications by the

.school indicate radical and communistic tendencies on part of students

attending \he spring and fall term 19-41. School still subscribes to Daily

. Worker and publications concerning Russia. HORTON and members of Executive

Committee oj HIGHIANrER FOLK SCHOOL are supporters of Southern Conference of
- Human Welfare. Six out of eleven members of Executive Committee are listed

as communist or having communistic contacts by files in Knoxville Office.

JOE G.JDC8BS, member Executive Committee is considered one of most dangerous

communist in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and is on custodial detention list

cf this office. School first started out as community center but gradually

changed to labor education. Unsuccessfully attempted to. establish a similar

school at Allardt, Tennessee, about 1934. Succeeded ih organizing the Worker's
JTMqnce which flourished for a while in Grundy County but broke up after an

. unsuccessful "sit-down strike"" at W.P^A. Headquarters, Tracy City, Tennessee^
in February 1939. School unpopular in local community and has reputation of

t

being communistic Unpopularity based partly on report cf drinking and suspect-
ed loose morals that occur at dances sponsored by the school, and local preju-
dice against labor activities of school. Public feeling culminated in a
;.r:;o:.Swd march on the school by Grundy County Crusaders on November 12, 194.0.
-._.,

r + i£-ticn reveals that school program of worker's education and recreation-

al activities has gained support of some nationally prominent "labor and public

/ Cr I'

-P- >~S£.

« n-r'0-ii.-i-

1C^

Report of Special Agent
dated April 10, 19a.

Report of Special Agent
dated June 1, 1941.

Report of Special Agent
dated October 21, 1941.

Report of Special Agent
Tennessee, dated October 17 > 1941 •

Knoxville, Tennessee,

Knoxville, Tennessee,

Now York City,

Jfcmphis,

(<.#•

\9>
\\

q>~

u \-75/T-7^
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DETAII5: Inasmuch as the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL has students, contribu-

tors or friends in all part of the country, copies of this re-
port are being designated for all field offices in the Continen-

tal United States, however, it is not deemed advisable at this time to

check on all the people with whom the school has contact. Reference report
of Special Apent4HHiHH^ New York City, indicates that among the contri-

butors of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL are many large and reputable New York
organizations and several reputable people residing in the New York vicinity,

therefore, for the- present, this office will concentrate the investigation of

this case on tiie members of the staff, executive committee, students and local
supporters of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. In case of contributors who have

donated unusually large sums of money,; or' where outside circumstances
indicate possible communistic connections, investigation will be made of
th ' z z c or.tributors

.

mimeographed sheet prepared by the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL entitled,

"Statement of Purpose Unanimously approved by the Staff of HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL". This mimeographed sheet, which will be retained in the files of
the Knoxville Field Office, is set out as follows:

"STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Unanimously Approved by the Staff of

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

PURPOSE:

The purpose of a labor school should be to assist in bringing •

about economic and political democracy. Since unions are basic
to the achievement of democracy, the strengthening of unions
must be the primary purpose of a labor school. It should be an
educational arm of organized labor, or the more progressive unions
making up the labor movement at a given time.

AFFILIATIONS

:

A labor school should not become connected in any way with politi-
cal or other organizations, the policies of which are in conflict with
* Vir

-- ^rlieies of the unions.

The direction, teaching and control should be in the hands of
labor representatives committed to the idea that democracy can
best bo achieved through a strong, intelligent labor movement.

PROGRAM:

The program of a labor school should be determined by the needs
ond policies of the unions from which the students are drawn and with

-3-
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which the school works* This would necessitate a specialized
educational program. Classes would be conducted in subjects of

a practical nature, directly related to the problems faced by the

students. No effort would be made to carry on a general program of

education suitable for students with a variety of interests and di-
vergent points of view. The emphasis given a/id points of view
expressed would be that of organized labor,

ADMINISTRATION:

Since the immediate purpose of a labor school is to assist in
strengthening organized labor, it cannot be an independent policy
making organization. Therefore, direction and supervision must come

from labor representatives of organizations operating with the school.

A Board of Directors, consisting of labor officials and representatives

of the school, should have full authority in the making of policy
and the running of the school.

dp

uopna

m-a-1"

It is noted that on the left hand. corner cf the above
mimeographed sheet appears the following: "dp uopwa m-a^l" dp
probably stands for DALICEXPRQBERT; m-a-1 for MARY A.t IATOENCE, and
uopwa is probably the abbreviation for a press-man's iark*

Ml HHHHNBHHBPPr:>-ntcd B.nd illustra-
ted booklet, printed by the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, giving its history.

This booklet is described as "The Story of an Educational Center for Working-

People". The pertinent parts of this booklet, which will be retained in the

J

files cf the Kncxville Field Division, are set cut as follows: J

t

"FOUNDING OF THE SCHOOL. In 1932, Series Horton, a native
J

Tennessean educated at Cumberland University and the University of Chics

go, returned to Tennessee to help provide Southern workers with an
oportunity for an education fitted to their practical needs.

')*: •'•'•..

;

;»

*

-'-><£

- • >*?/>[?•"

Highlander Folk School was therefore founded Ho provide
an educational center in the South for the training of rural and

industrial leaders, and for the conservation and enrichment of the'
indigenous cultural values cf the mountain. f

Throughout the eight years of the school's existence, it
has functioned along these bread lines: it is a local rural settle-

ment house serving the community and countyj and it is a center far
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the education and development of intelligent labor leadership . through-

out the entire South. Through this program, the school hopes to assist

in bringing about the economic and political democracy that is the

heritage of the finest American tradition.

EARLY YEARS. "When Doctor IAllianWohnson, pioneer southern

educator, gave her frame house and farm lararto the new School, the

founders resolved not to create another formal institution, but to de-

velop an educational and cultural center to meet the needs of the

students themselves, and of the community. Hence, during the first few

•weeks, the house served chiefly as a community center, where neighbors

dropped in for a social evening of songs and friendly discussion with

the teachers.

Later, a few of the neighbors asked for a discussion class,

and during the first winter, evening classes dealing with psychology,

economics, and current events, grew naturally out of the interest of

the community folk*

A few resident gtudents began to live at the school and to

be given individual instruction in writing and speaking. In addition,

each selected a community activity ranging from music classes and a

dramatics club to educational meetings among the miners and relief

workers in neighboring communities. Thus, the three aspects of in-

tcrrelated activity which the school now carries on, grew out of the

demands of the first year:

I - the residence program of short courses and weekend

conferences for workers

•

II - the work in the community.

Ill - the extension program, in which students and staff carry

the educational work to other rural and industrial areas.

PRESENT PROGRAM

i

1. RESIDENT COURSES. Resident Terms for Workers are the
j

backbone of the year-round program. In the summer and in the t

spring, the six weeks term of intensive resident courses is con- £

ducted for trade-union students. Students are drawn from Southern £

labor unions, with an occasional student from outside of the South.

The qualifications for admission are: the ability to read and write

and devotion to the labor movement. No student is accepted without

the recommendation of his or her union*

The purpose of all the courses is to provide factual inform^.

tion bearing on the practical problems faced by the students in their*

unions. Sharing the experiences and discussions enables students to
j

-5-
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meet their local situations more constructively.

Classes are always informal, and drat; from and relate
back to, the students' experiences. In addition to discussions led
by the regular staff members, leading expert's from the field of
organized labor and from Federal and State agencies frequently contri-
bute to the classes as visiting lecturers. The School's library of

six thousand books and pamphlets, built up by the gifts of friends, is
eagerly drawn on by the students to supplement their class work.

The course includes the following subjects!

OTa ON PROBLEMS: discussion of definite problems of the stu-
dents as labor unionists. Methods of organizing, dues collecting, and
making the meetings interesting: fundamentals of collective bargaining,
negotiating contracts, and Labor Board procedure.

AMERICAN HISTORY: the story of the growth of the labor
movement in America from Colonial days to the present, with an
examination cf labor's rights under New Deal legislation.

ECONOMICS; an introductory course dealing with the way people
make a living; the development of the industrial era and its effect
upon the welfare of working people; and the economic background of
the union movement.

UNION PUBLICITY: practice in the basic elements cf a news
story, related to reporting for labor papers. The mechanics of editing
a paper or pamphlet; mimeographing methods; and the creating of charts
and posters for publicity uses. Students write their own life stories
and publish them in mimeographed form.

PARLIAMENTARY IAW AND PUBLIC SPEAKING: designed to show
students hew to run business-like meetings, and how to get across ideas
in an effective manner. Class is conducted as a regular union meeting,
giving students practice in speaking and in parliamentary law,

DRAMATICS: training in the improvisation of plays based on
actual situations suggested, acted out and produced by the students.
Finished product is often taken on tour to union locals.

MUSIC AND RECREATION: learning labor and folk songs; practice
in loading group singing, and methods of setting up a recreational
program in a union.

'£?€:
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EQUALLY as important as the course of studies is the experience
of cooperative living. The students contribute two hours a day to the
running of the household, and have the opportunity cf sharing work and
play with other students and the staff.

INSTITUTES AND EXTRA SESSIONS. In addition to its regular
resident terms, Highlander holds frequent weekend institutes throughout
the year, for unions, teachers, and social workers. For example, during
194-0, institutes were held at the school for the American Federation of
Hosiery Workers, for the International Ladies* Garment Workers Union, and
for Labor's Non-Partisan League. Informal week-end gatherings were held
for leaders of cooperatives, and for southern business and professional,
and industrial Y. W. C. A. secretaries.

-«*?'*** Other special sessions have included such varied projects as:

*¥"'i—

*

a week's Summer Camp for the children of union members; a writers'

?'&/•"•
"L

.

workshop at which prominent writers and young students from all part3

,ir,?.:""' cf the country discussed together the problems of writing: and two
"""'"

work camps for college students.

;

*%£_..: 2. THE COMMUNITY PROGRAM. The problem of earning a living in

f'-- Grundy County is acute* Since the soil is net suitable for productive

^rv*'*'^ farming, the natural resources of the land - coal mining and lumbering -
*.

..% have been exploited until the timber is gone and only a few mines are in
v :V' operation.

The American Public Welfare Association has made a study of
the county: it is one of the poorest in the South, with ever eighty

v,'^&^ * percent of the residents certified for relief.

. ..*

An important part of Highlanders' all-year-around activites
'

''i is the School's work with community organizations in Joint efforts to
"

'-~~i solve community and country problems. Leadership has been furnished

J

=-"'

:

for Cooperatives in gardening, canning, pottery and quilt-making, and
2?^ •' in such organizations as a Community Council, local unions, and a

_[
Parent-Teacher Association.

;.";,,.; In the community work, the School also assists in developing
"" ":''? local leadership by providing for Young Peoples Clubs and Study Groups

.-;.'•.;::. for Adults. The cultural and recreational life of the community has
been stimulated by the School's free music lessons, and by the encourage-

*
- f ment of the traditional songs and fine old square dances of the region.

"*' Perhaps the most outstanding recent example of the School's
* community projects is a progressive nursery school, taught by a member

of the Highlander staff, who is a graduate of tte Bank Street Cooperative
School for Teachers, and who acts as director, janitor, parent-worker,
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*nd school-bus driver. The parents of the fifteen children make

their contribution by helping supply hot lunches and fuel for the nursery

building.

3. EXTENSION WCRK. The third aspect of Highlander's program is

its field work. Staff members serve as a resource which unions
and cooperatives all over the South can call upon for guidance or as-

sistance in worker's education. At tte request of the local unions

for example, members of the staff go out between resident sessions to
conduct educational programs. Instruction is given in setting up
mimeographed newspapers, and in the organization of dramatics clubs,

singing and study groups.

Finally, the staff is always available by correspondence or

visit, to assist graduates of the School in their educational and

cultural activities. There are 180 alumni from 24. states and from

30 different unions. Some of the typical progressive positions held

by former students are: union educational director, manager of cooper-
ative store, organizers for the C. I. 0. and for the A. F. of L., re-
creational director for union, T. M. C. A. administrator, labor news
service editor, member of county school board, publicity director for
union, editor of labor song book, teachers and directors for workers'
service projects, W. P. A. j and officers of local unions.

ADMINISTRATION, MAINTENANCE AND SUPPCET

ADMINISTRATION: The Executive Council of the Highlander
Folk School consists of leading representatives of both the A. F* of

L. and the C. I. 0., and the teaching staff. The teaching, direction,

and control of the school are in the hands of the staff and of labor
representatives committed to the idea that democracy can best be achieved
through a strong, intelligent labor movement. The School is not, and

never has been, affiliated with any political organization or party.

Members of the Executive Council are:

AlberjVkarnett, "Professor of Old Testament Literature,

Scarfitt College.

l&ss Lucy Randolpfc^uason, Southern Publicity Representative
for the C.I.O.

Edward 53*Callaghan, Vice-President of the American Federa-

tion Hosiery Workers.

Georg^Titler, Secretary, District 19, United Mine Workers

of America.

-8-
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Mat^-^ynch, Representative of the American Federation of

Hosiery Workers.

Roy^eynolds, President Chattanooga Printing Pressmen and

Assistants Union.

Alt o^fcawrence, Southern Representative of Labor's Non-

§§j Partisan League.

Paul R^fhristopher, Executive Secretary of the Tennessee

State Industrial Union Council,

Bernar^^orah, Southern Representative of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers of America.

STAFF: The staff bring to their teaching, in addition to college

;H and professional training, their experience in the field of Southern
labor as members of the American Federation of Teachers, and as organizers,

writers and speakers. They receive no salaries, other than maintenance.

The staff is cooperatively organized and shares equally in the control of

the school.

The staff includes: Teachers;

Willia#4futtrick, College of the City of Nashville, Duke

University.

Jame^^Jbmbrowski, Emory University, Columbia University, Union
Theological Seminary,

Ityles Horton, Cumberland University, University of Chicago.

Zilphia^$orton, College of the Ozarks.

Leojy'fe.lson, Librarian.

Claudi*^ewis, Reed College, Bank Street Cooperative School for

Teachers. Nursery School Director.

Mary*!favn?ence, Duke University.
Community Worker.

Louis-g^ichman, Vassar College. Office Secretary.

Louise^cnkling, Cfcorlin College. Office Secretary.

SUPPCRT: The School is run on a cooperative basis. Students

and staff share in the household work; hence, every penny of the yearly
,
-'—.^ contributions is devoted to the actual maintenance of the School and its

i?.&j| year-round program of residence terms, and community and extension work.

-9-
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Contributors are unions, religious groups, student bodies,
educational foundations, and over nine hundred liberal men and women
throughout the country. Scholarships are maintained by several
international unions; and by individual contributors, including Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

The school work would be impossible without the moral and
financial support cf progressive citizens. They believe with the School
that if democracy is to survive the onslaughts of the anti~democratic
forces spreading in the world today, the great majority of our people
must learn how to exercise their rights most capably and wisely through
the democratic process,

ENDORSEMENTS. The School is proud cf the roster of illustri^
ous leaders, both National and Southern, who endorse its work. Amongst
the prominent representatives of organized labor —

Dr. George Sr$C Counts; President, American Federation of
Teachers, A. F. of L:

"I have every confidence in the Highlander Folk School
as an institution thoroughly devoted to the interests of working
people and the cause of American Democracy."

John I^Lewist President, United Mine Workers of America,
C.I.O.:

i- :

"I think that the School is performing a noteworthy
task in the field of liberal and useful education, and
that real recognition is due fcr the generous and effective
support which it gives to the struggle of labor in the South."

Amongst the well-known educators —
Dr. JchiJ*£ewey:

"When the Highlander Folk School was founded, I wrote
that I regarded it as one of the most important social-educational
projects in America. The achievements of the School in the
past eight years confirm my original judgment."

Dr. William S^UCnickerbocker, Professor at the University of
the South, and editor of the SEKANEE REVIEW:

"... the Highlander Folk School is rendering an important
and indispensable service in its nursery school, its relief

.'),-•
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assistance, its intelligent scrutiny of political and social

conditions, and in most of its proposals for the elimination
of removable abuses and the introduction of more tolerable
conditions of living."

In the Church -

Reverend Reinholy$Uebuhr:
"One of the most interesting experiments in labor education
in America."

Reverend Marshali^ingfield, Memphis Pastor, Moderator of the Tennessee

Conference of Congregational Churches and Historian in Chief of the Sons
of Confederate Veterans:

11
, . • I know the School is doing an excellent and much needed

work in this area."

Amongst our Neighbors

Miss I&^XiJustus ,
public school teacher, author, and holder of a

Roscnwald Fellowship:

"I am glad to say that I know of much good the Highlander
Folk School has done in our community, both in an educational
and altruistic way. They have proved their friendship,
especially to the poor and needy, rendering material assistance
in many cases when none else was available."

Mrs. C. j^rstarr, President of the P. T. A.:

they ara an asset to this community."• • .

In Workers Education

HfcrJ^Starr, Educational Director, International Ladies Garment Workers
Union:

"The trade unions of the South need workers' education to
increase their power and use it wisely. Highlander Folk School
deserves support because it provides that workers ' education."

Hilda>$mith, Director TTcrkors Service Program, Works Progress Adminis-
tration.

"The Highlander Folk School is making an unusual contribution
to worker's education. It has set a pattern in community
relations through a workers 's school and is doing much to give

courage to industrial and rural workers who are concerned with
raising standards of living and developing educational programs

among workers' groups."

-11-

^^^T^J-^Jf:

*^^^}^)^:- »- ::-,

,



':?:; K

:"' *\'-s'."[

^§3

--Si

feu

s~^%.

r.

>!;' '-4

rirl iVT'm.f .i^^fa^

©

In Labor Organizations —
1940 Annual Convention of the C. I. 0.;

11
. . . resolved that this organization endorse the ideas and

program cf the Highlander Folk School."

RESOLUTION, NASHVILLE TRADES AND
LABCR COUNCIL, (A. F. of L.)

" . , . The Council expresses confidence in the fundamental
soundness of the objectives of this labor school.

"

Reference repcrt cf fl H^ Kncxville, Tennessee, dated April 10,
1941 reveals that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL was. chartered under the laws
of the State of Tennessee on January 31, 1934. The school was chartered
by ICfLES NORTON, ELIZABETH HAYES, JALES DOKBROWSKI, RUPERT HAMPTON and
UAICOLM CHISHOLM. In this report the members of the Executive Committee of

the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL are also sot out. The information in WKUEK) --^7C-
repcrt v»-as obtained from the February 1941 issue of the Highlander Fling,
the official publication cf the HIGHLANDS FOLK SCHOOL. In addition to the
members cf the Executive Committee, the February 1941 issue of the Highlander
Fling listed twj more members, namely, Dr. GEORGE MAXHEW, Professor of
Religion, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, and JOE DCBBS,
Plumbers 1 Union, A. F. cf L, Chattanooga, Tennessee. The names of all
the members cf the Executive Committee cf the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL were
checked against the indices of the Kncxville Field Office. Nothing of
interest was found concerning AI£ERT BARNETT, GEORGE TITLER or Dr. GEORGE
MAYHEW. In a letter to thelHrcctordated October 13, 1941 from the Ifemphis

Field Office, entitled M M Public Relations Representative^^
for the C. I. 0. (Kncxv^He^Uel^^4^5) it is mentioned that m fef

has the reputation of being a communist and agitat or • In report o^specml^^
Agent£M H Knpxville, Tennessee, dated July 28, 194-0, in case
entitled "Ccmmujiist Party cf United State s, Treason" (Kncxville File No.

61-22-S

In a memorandum for the file dated October 5, 1939 (Kncxville File
6-12'

Internal Security,

Repcrt cf Special Agent
.ted August 25, 1941, in case entitled

(Kncj^rl lie File Wo. 100-361) relates that

-12-
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indicated that

is en the Custodial Detention

In report of Special Agent
dated August 19, 1941 in this case, it
regarded as a communist by the Atlanta

.the former husband cf
Both are listed in

Office as communist and
list of the Knoxville Ofin

is the subject of a file in the Knoxville
Office S and is on the Custodial Detention list
of this office. Report of Special Agent flHHNIHHR Knoxville, Tennessee,
October 17, 194-1, in case entitled Communist Activities in the Knoxville
Field- Division (East Tennessee)IV relates that

[has been an active c oixmunis^^rortn^jjj^^^^Qrearsand is considered
one of the most dangerous communistIB having repeatedly
stated that he was against the Governmen^of^neunWeo^W^es and would do
anything to bring about its downfall.

In report cf Special Agent fl| BMP Birmingham, Alabama,
February 6, 1941 in case entitled Southern Conference of Human Welfare,
Internal Security -C-, (Knoxville File No. 100-121) PAUL PV^HHISTOPHER
and EDVXU) S^CALIAGHAN, together Y/ith ALTON LATY.iENCE, LUCY RANDOLPH MASON,
F^;:rA?D BORAH, HOT QX^EYNOLDS and LIYLSS HOAT ON are listed as sponsors for
the Southern Conference of Human TVelfare. This report indicates that the
Southern Conference for Human Welfare was founded by known communists and is
presently being investigated by the Birmingham Field Office. (HHBHI
HHMBl^Fi pamphlet entitled "THE SOUTH, Assets and Needs". This pamphlet

is printed by the U. S. Printing Office and the information was prepared by the

•Women's Bureau, U. S. Department of Labor, Washington, D. C. November 1938,

however, it has Souther Conference for Human Tfelfare, Room 212 Tutwiler Hotel,

Birmingham, Alabama, printed on the first page. This pamphlet is on the

social and economic condition of the South. It will be placed in the file
in the Knoxville Field Division on the Southern Conference for Human Welfare-

,iwk (
anas ^iia^fiAWiiS, the wire or rnAw^rimNIEL, who for a long time was

<± Member of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL staff is now living at the Madison,

o j-225 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland. It is to be noted that iirs.

HAWES has been reported as a member of the Communist Party at Chattanooga,

Tennessee. VJILLIAlf-fSuTTRICK is now living at 354 Colsen Street, Gainesville,

Florida.

Mr, CARL IjiOQISY, Secretary to the Vice-President and General Manager,

Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company, Tracy City, Tennessee, furnished this

office with an article from the January 17, 1936 issue of the Memphis Tennessee

^ress-Scimitar concerning the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. This article describes

-13-
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the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL as a scat of cooperative teaching and says

that Memphis had its formal introduction to this new social-economic

form when Toyohiko Kagawa came from Japan to lecture at Ifemphis. KAGAWA
was quoted as saying that cooperation is the solution through Christianity to

the world's ills and the article indicated that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL was

teaching this doctrine. The article rclatud that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
was established on a thirty-five acre plot of ground in Grundy County,

Tennessee, which was donated by Dr. LILLIAN JOHNSON of Memphis, Tennessee.

Dr. JOHNSON was said to be a Director of the School. The article continued

A4£ that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL was growing tomatoes and canning them cooperative-

ly; that the women have a cooperative sewing society and that forty families
were taking part in the program. The article indicated that plans wore being
mi-da to establish a furniture factory under the guidance of an expert furniture

maker who has lived in the community for years. The article further stated
that the personnel of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL is Socialist, at least in out-

look and purpose if not in letter and that all members of the HIGHLANDER
^"lY. SCHOOL staff were trained Christian workers. Leading the little group
at HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL is MYLES HORTCK who is, the seventh generation of

Hertons in Tennessee and who graduated from Cumberland University in 1928,
has been Y. M. C. A. secretary, studied at the School of Religion of the

:;^ University of Chicago and Union Theological Seminary in New York and spent
/< a year in one of the highly developed folk schools in Denmark. Two outstand

-

;y*. ir»g musicians are included in the personnel of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL,
...,.-*ly, IRS. MILES HCRTON, former Paris, Arkansas girl and RUPSRTY HAMPTON,

General Director of work. RUPERT HAL^PTON is described as a native of Nebraska,
,1... -j:: his father was from Georgia. HAZiPTQN spent three years at Nebraska

£g^ ?;csleyan and three years at the School of Sacred Music of the -Union Theological
3d:Cnary. HAMPTON earned his living as a church organist while he was in

""":
"_w York. Another member cf the staff is DR. JAIffiS ANDERSON DOIvEROWSKI.
":

. D02JBH0RSKI was born in Florida with a Polish father and English mother,

f . h: served in the Royal Flying Corps during the World War, and was ence a stu-
^i a-, nt pastor at the University of California. Directing the cooperative work
-^ - f the school is Miss BERTHE DANIEL, former Osceola, Missouri girl, who has

taught English for seven years and who was a graduate of the University of

Missouri. Extension work of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL is under the direction

\\ r.f Mrs. ZILLA HAVffiS^DANIEL, graduate of Vassar and of Brockwcod Labor College.
*
"

; i'rs. DANIEL is an organizer for the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America.
The article indicated that Mi*, and Mrs. DANIEL had built their home on the

:

:
.-.A . f tjje HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. They were joined in this by Mr. and,

Mrr.*. JOHS*Sa?JON who came to Sumnerfield, Tennessee from Elsinore ilTTJenmark

v:ho also built a new heme en the campus. 13r. and ISrs. BARTON spent. seven
* '

- - >"5 in the cooperative movement in the Scandinavian countries. The article
-- ^—ted that all but one cf the workers at the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL are

southerners and all cf them have ccme from the ranks of those who must labor

',.;A ti live; every cne of tliem earned his or her way through college. The article
•r.iicated that FRAriCI^€ciLti&N, labor leader and first vice president of the

fp> r-:ited Textile Workers, as well as The Southern Tenant Farmers Union, had



r;H

endorsed the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. The article continued that the
demand for labor leaders in the South had made it possible to offer $100.00
scholarships to twelve men during the months of January and February 1936.
The 33 interested in such scholarships were advised to telephone Dr. LILLIAN
JOHNSON, 7-0679, Memphis, Tennessee, or write to her at No. 11, 25 South
lie Loan Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

sheet dated Juno 1, 1941 which is a copy of the resolution adopted by the
Tennessee State Industrial Union Council at their second annual convention
in Chattanccga, Tennessee, Sfey 31 to June 1, 194-1, reiterating its endorse-
ment of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL as a center for workers education. The
resolution went further and stated that any attack on the HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL by an individual cr organization will be regarded as an attack on the
organized labor movement and such individual cr organization would brand
themselves as enemies of organized labor in Tennessee and the South. This
mimeographed sheet will be retained in the files of the Kncxville Office.

t^

,v.s>t/„^i

'mimeo-
graphed sheet on certain courses taught at the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.
Three of these courses were Public Speaking, Table of Rules about Motions
and Note-taking for L!inutes of a Meeting. Table of Rules about Motions
set out rules of parliamentary procedure as applied to a union meeting.
The above mimeographed course were concerned entirely with their subject
matLor ^HBMWWMBBM BMP MM HHBH^
ffilMwSflr + " mimeographed bookletts prepared by HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
that are numbers one and two of a serins of srx called "THE UNION PRIMER"
±h:z-; will be photographed MIHHI^HHHIHBHPBooklei No. 1 is entitled
"Why We Need A Union", is four pages long on eight and one-half by fourteen
inch paper. This booklet gives a definition of a trade union and the benefits
of the union. It contends that the industrial barons speak through
the political newspapers, through magazine writers, radio commentators and
even preachers. Bulletin No. 2 concerns "Plow the Union Works" . It is also
four pages long and is on the same size paper as Bulletin No. 1, This
Booklet- describes the organization and benefits of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers of American. SIIKEjE^JlLLMN is President of this Union and
"THE ADVANCE" is the publication of

i
the"Amalgamated Clothing Workers of

America" and points out how the ACWA obtains unemployment insurance and
cooperative housing. The ACWA operates two banks, namely the Amalgamated
Trust and Saving Bank founded in Chicago in 1922 and the Amalgamated
Bank of New York founded in 1923. It is to be noted that the HIGHLANDER
FOLK SCHOOL maintains an account in the Amalgamated Bank of New lork.

Under "The Marks of a Good Union Man or Woman" the bulletin has
+ i-„ f-TT^T-ing tc say: "The union wants members who seek nothing for
themselves and everything for their fellowmen. It has always been true
that tho3jwho seek to help the common people have been badly treated by the
big and selfish interest of the world. It was true when Moses led his
follow suffers out in the first strike in Egypt. It was true when a lowly
carpentjr of Nazarath was threatened and was nailed to a tree because he
wont about 'stirring up the people 1 ".

-15-
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Both booklets No. 1 and 2 are -written in a factual, scientific,

effective manner concerning the subject matter and there is nothing in

either booklett that isn't -within the realm of labor literature. Booklet;

No. 1 indicates that the remaining booklets in the Union Primer series

arc as fellows. N o. 3, The Union; No. A, Industrial Unions; The C. I. 0.;

No. 5, Religion and the Labor Movement; No. 6, Democracy or Fascism.

This booklet indicated that single copies of any listed in the Primer series

could be obtained for 10$! a copy from the Secretary of the HIGHLANDER FOLK

SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tennessee; any three listed would be 250 and the -whole

series vcuid cost 50£.

Ml HHHBHI^HM^^me o graphs u

sheet concerning "Ms terials and Hethods in Workers Education' 1 which was ob-

tained MHMMfl HB* This mimeographed sheet will be retained in the

filed of the Knoxville Office, and is set cut as follows:

Hild^mith .

tVcrkers Service Project, WPA

1734 Now York Ave., N. W.

Southern Conference for Human
TJelfare

1909| First Ave., N.

Birmingham, Ala.

labor and Economic Publications

HIGHLANDS.! POLK SCHOOL
Monteagle, Tenn.

Southern Summer School for Workers

437 W. 59th St., N. Y. C

*•;:-*"*!

"Economic Outlook" - CIO, 1106 Connecticut Ave K. YsT. , "Washington, D. C.

"In Fact" - by George Seldes, Chatham-Phonix Bldg., Long Island

City, mo
"Chester T.rights Labor letter", Carpenters' Building, "Washington.

"Labor Information Bulletin" United States Department of Labor.

"UffiTA Information Bulletin", 503 United Building, Akron, Ohio.

"Labor's Non-Partisan League Bulletin" - Earle Bldg., Washington, D. C.

:M

Library

Public Affairs Pamphlets, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, NYC.

Ohio Industrial Union Ccuncil, Rcc-m 611, 79 E. State St., Columbus,

Send for catalogue of pamphlets.

Modem Age boods, 432, 4th Ave., NYC - Organizations can get l/3 off.

Papers and Lb.gazines

Southern News Almanac, 217 - 219, 23rd St., N. f Birmingham, Ala.

All International Union Papers.

-16-
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C ooperatives

Southeastern Cooperative Education Ass'n., Carrcllton, Ga.

The C -operative League, 167 V."- 12th St., NYC.

Films

Annotated list of Motion Pictures of Workers Groups, 302 E. 35 St., NYC
Educational Motion Picture Films 16 ram - Univ. of Term.,

Extension Service, Kncxville, Term.
Film Information Service, 535 Hearst Tower 31dg., Baltimore, Hd.

TVA, Director cf Information, New Sprankle Bldg., Knoxvillo,- Term.
Theatre Arts Committee, 1233 6th Ave., New York City.

Dramatics

Highlander Folk School, Montcarle, Tenn.
Trillion Roy Smith Memorial Fund, Workshop Pamphlet Series,

U23 R. St., N. ?;., Washington, D. C.

Scrips

Rijh] ardor Folk School - a few finished books, and stencils that can
be borrowed.

Southern Sumner School Seng Bock - 437 7/. 59th St., NYC,

"Labor Songs", compiled by Zilphia Eortcn, TTOJA, 4-21 Atlanta National
Buildir.3, Atlanta, Ga. 12J each in quantity.

Reflectosccpe - Federal Stamping and Engraving Co., Chicago, -$1

Free I&terial

American Civil Liberties Union - 31 Union Square West, NYC

American Labcr Education Service, 437 7." 59th St., NYC

CIO - 1106 Connecticut Ave., Yi'ashington, D. C.

Consumers Union - 17 Union Square TV. , NYC
Department of Cultural Activities, Amalgamated Clothing V/orkers.

International Ladies Garment Tforkors Union - 3 IVent 16th St., NYC

Social Security Board
United States Department of Labor

United States Vere and Hour Division
Visual Education Press, 804 Broadway, NYC

It is tc be noted that the Southern News Almanac listed en above

sheet -was considered to be the successor cf the Southern TVorker, a communist

organ published at Chattanooga, Tennessee which has since become defunct.

(Knoxvillc File No. 100-520)
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application blank
fcr admission to the- HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, which will be photographed

fl[ HHHHB^P This application requires that a health certificate
signed by a Doctor be submitted with it and the applicant must agree to do
two hours maintenance work daily. The application then asks if the applicant
can afford to pay $50.00 toward the cost of beard and tuition or whether
it would be necessary for the applicant to have a full scholarship covering
expenses. Personal data such as age, size, race, marital status, number cf

dependents, parents trade, applicants trade, political affiliations and
preference and what papers, magazines and books applicant has read recently
vail bo required to be set out. The application asks the name of the organi-
zations to which applicant belongs, length of membership, offices hold and
activities connected connected with labor in which applicant has engaged.
The applicant is also asked if he can get his organization's endorsement.
The applicant is then asked the amount of schooling he has had, whether he
is vailing to place the welfare cf the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL and its students
ah "vi? his personal interest, how he heard about the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
and what his plans are after leaving the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. The appli-
cant must write a letter about his background and labor activities telling where
he has worked and why he wishe s to attend the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, and must
give the names and addresses cf two references, one of which must be a union
member

.

pamphlet entitled "How can a Union Plan its Program" published by the
7:iHian R-.-y Smith Memorial Fund, 14.22 R. Street, N. 7.., Washington, D. C.

This pamphlet describes itself as the stcry of a union workshop program developed
by Local 1874 , Textile Workers Organizing Committee, Cumberland, 232. In its
preface, this pamphlet explains that the William Roy Smith Lcmorial Fund was given
by I-xs, William Roy Smith in memory cf her husband, fcrs. Smith donated
$£,000,00 to this fund to be used by experimental in the field of workers
education. The William Roy Smith Ifcmorial Committee was organized in
1938. It lists seven workshops conducted in workers organizations or in
resident workers school which it has initiated or given financial support.
Those work shops are listed as follows:

Steel Workers Organizing Committee,
Baltimore, I£L.

Textile Workers Organizing Committee,
Cumberland, l&l.

Federal Worker's School,
Washington, D. C.

Southern School for Workers,
Ashvi lie, N. C.
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School for Office Workers,
Chicane, Illinois.

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL,
Kenteacle , Tennessoe

.

Sponsoring Committee for Labor Education Services

New York City, N. Y.

This pamphlet c oncers the setting up cf educational and recreational
committees in labor unions i

dO£~Reference is made to the report of Special A^.ont
_

Knoxville, Tennessee, dated June 1, 1941, therein it is reported that
L"iLSS HCRTON had none to the Uonteafle, Tennessee postoffice and had
r*iven the fcllcvdnr list of students for the Spring tern, May 12, to
IJay 2A;

\ BILLY CAVINESS
\ SID1IEY PITTHvBlJRG

l JGSL ISATTHETffi

\ PAUL T.TNN
* 'FELIX CAILLEKET

' GATHA HtE LEE
iiazel behehma
aLVIN schulz
jetnis sbencer
'TJLLIiiiVpKVIS

- Subsequently this office obtained a mimeographed booklet from
C. '^cXllEX, ctntainins twenty-six pares, entitled f,The South Tomorrow"
published by the students of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL Who attended the spring

term in May 1941 • This booklet is on the same order as "T.'e Knew the Score"
which will be set cut in a subsequent part of this ropcrt. This booklet
is being retained in the fi-.les of the Knoxville Office. "The South Tomorrow"1'

contains articles written \-y thirteen different studens, which are written
in the stylo of autobiographies in which the student tolls about himself and
his experiences in Wvrkin^ and in crconizinQ workers into unions. No attempt
is b:.inr made to set cut this entire booklet and only so much of the article is
rriven as to identify the student writinc the article, however, in cases where
t-io student writinr thu article is indicated to be radical or uses lanrua^e
usually associated with communist, those parts. of the articles are quoted,

in co.53 any Field Office has files on any of the student appearing in
tnis booklet, this office, upon request, will supply any additional information
c-ncorninc any student that is net already set cut. Those articles and the
'•-. oudents writinr them ore set out as follows:

-19--

'"'*'/•. .*.
, 'y ..'""- V-'-iV '.'* '•-"{*.;'; .' **

*; c
*» •'nVi *:''</.•**** •' i»V •:*t <V-' ''.-"-.' erf"". \-> .

-'~ ,-
' '.*



J~- ,-;..-t. ",:-

' —•;«
,
liifidfti

I

-V i Mfa >![(
i
in.'i

'-'

"-''f
'---i>-V---^'

l

|'v--'-'--^-:- •-,-•» M
•' - 1

"

: / *'
'
'-—'- 'i '-^*J-£"--*- ->^~^'±

<yX-'t:-:r.

m$

Tho J. R. V.atkins Company versus the CIO Billi^Taviness

Billic Caviness is Financial Secretary, Local # U, UGAPAT&,

(CIO), Lbmphis, Tennessee. This article concerns the or^anizinc of the employees
of the J* R. Yi'atkins Medical Company, Lfeaiphis, Tennessee.

The Ketal Miners Hove Forward J. R. ( Jo&^vvatters

J. R. (Jce) Watters - International l£Lne, Mill and Smelter worker's
L:cal # 123, Bessemer, Alabama. This article concerns the organizing
of the employees of the Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Company, Bessemer,
Alabama.

Uy Story
.

Felix (Boo Boo)

-^ajJLLcast
Felix Caillouct, Recording Secretary, United Construction

/\;.rs Orcanizinr Committee, local # 198, N*.w Orleans, Louisiana. This
article concerns the organizing of employees in a plant makinrj interior
insulation board and recfinc material in New Orleans, La.

"'."h-.t V.'c have Gained Under cur CIO Contract Alvi^Shulz:

Alvin Schulz, Rjccrdinf Secretary United Surer Workers,
' c.I. § 1095, New Orleans, La. This article concerns croanizin;- workers in
Louisiana.

5id'..'S I Soo Them Villiam (Rc^j^avis

V."illiam Dr.vis, Inland Boatman Division, Kr.ticnal iferitiao Union,
Memphis, Tennessee. In this article Davis menticned that in December 1940
•

... shipped en the steadier "Liinnescta" and that in April 1941 the employees
S the "KLnnoscta 11 clectod hir. to attend the American Peace Mobilization in

*;.:v.- York City on April 5 and 6 and paid all >.f his expenses. Davis stated that
a- had obtained his education through '-r~anizod labor and tart he felt that
o- '..red tho nv-rcbors of his unicn something. Davis rolrtod that since he had
-t lined his education an 1 had tried to teach liis fellow union members what

ho had learned ho has been c all a "Red" and one tjme vhen he was „ut cf his
r^om someone slipped in and put a picture of Jj^Ttalin over by bunk and

f ..t~-rted calling mo Comrade".

n ;w I am Getting Started in the Labor Movement flaze^\3ehenna

Hazel Beh'snm,. Rtcordinc Secretary, United Su£ar V.'orkers,

.. -~^Jf 1101, Ivev; Orle-.ns, L"uisiana. This article mentioned that

.^^u^-^iVRENCE came fro:,s the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL to New Orleans to
educate union members and was instrumental in i*ettin£ Hazel Behonna to attend
the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHCOL.

-20-



Experiences of a Union Man Paul Berthiaume

Pau^yterthiaume, President, United Ferniture Workers, CIO,
Nov, Orleans, Louisiana. Pertinent parts of this article are set out as

fellows?

"I experienced my first strike activity in the strike against the

New Orleans Public Service by the AF cf L in the latter part of 1929.

I was twelve years old and was an active sympathizer, as nearly
everyone else in the city was. Quite a few tines I was in the
midst cf riots, throwing bricks at streetcars and policemen,
also helping pile bricks along Canal Street and by the Canal Car Barn
on which si;:ns were put saying "Strikers 1 Ammunition". The bricks
were thrown about quite often and had to be gathered all over again, and
so en. In spite of the fact that people turned cut as if tc the Ifeirdi

Gras parade the strike was lost....

Living with worknen who were as a whole sworn against crooked
politics is the reason, I think, of my beinr, at Highlander Folk

f- School learnin." to do all I can to hele the workine; classes.
$

'
'

'.: The next experience that helped my hatred of cricked politicians

jfc
was in 1932 v.h^n the Veterans were staging the B'->nus Iferch to

"f*
Y'ashinrton. The Uow Orleans £roup £*ct aboard sor.ie empty box

', cxrs, and an outbound froirht picked them up. A very lar^e
^ cr-r.i saw them iff. T.'ell, the pclice must have been afraid, because

they didn't sh _
v> up there but waited outside the city where they stepped

th~ train, :eai. the men ret off, and sant the train away. It looked

4 like half the Hew Orleans police force was there v.ith submachine
runs. The Veterans were marched to the hirhway and headed toward

"1 t ;wn, tut seen the cjtizens beran to rot there and fell in line
i v.ith the vots, eirv.int and tollinL, them to turn ^round which they

id, en.-, tno p. 3 ice e^uld not stop them any mere. . . .

h If the men and women of the labor movement knew rv.rc about the

FIGFIAEDER FCUi SoTOCL and its practises there would be mere students
-l aevjlyinr for onrsllmont than the school could ace em:date. This would

] lwr-d to the possibility of ether schools such as this. Here at Hi~h-

i lander a person is taken in and if he has any ability it is found

i for him and he is sh wn her; to use it. T
.Vb need this kncwlcd^c in

orde~ to fi^ht thw staffed shirt bosses instead of remaining just
-.i a v/crker t:< be Mel*3d around or fired accrrdinc to the way the

b.^ss fcls ... cr to be led by some big mining, interest into bitinc
your nr.n nose tc spite ycur face, as arc the company-incited people

V here vho call themselves the Grundy County Crusaders who, on being

o. told that the reheel is this and that, are bsnt on destroyinc it

:X without steppi^r, tc think that it may be helping their own kind get

better living' "v.a^os for their work."

%
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I'm Fighting, Too Gatha ike Lee

Gatha llae^Eee, Screen Office Employees Guild, Hollywood,
California. In this article, Miss Lee went to considerable length in
describing the effect that Clau4^alliams had en her when he came to
Paris, Arkansas, as minister in the Presbyterian Church there in the
latter part of the "20 's 1*. This is what Gatha Ifee Lee had to say
about Claude Williams and herself:

"I doubt that in very few instances has a single
man, directly or indirectly, influenced as many people as he
did while there and ether places. Their ideals, opinions and
plans for actions were shifted to a new channel of thought -

and have traveled in that general direction ever since. I
could not begin to estimate the number cf thos e people, even
in my own homo town, but I can certainly say that each cf them
has contributed, in varying decrees, something very definite to
the cause of working people en this earth.

7«hat sot Claude "Viilliams apart from most others in his
walk cf lifo can be explained very simply*. He realized that young
people are aivl have been for a long time, more concerned with
economic security, peace and social justice than they are with
religion. They have faith in it, only as it can be applied to
their practical problems. For the most part, they either don't
feel ;.r don't realize that they have to face religion; these things
must be frco'f.1 if they are to survive and en^-y any happiness. Claude
Y.iiliap:S not only applied religion to their lives, but he worked
with then as a brother. Any minister cm glibly pr:.ach brotherhood,
but the '-r.es -rhu practice it are a little aero di+flrult to find -

jujt. .-. little*

I Wtif not KL1 enough at the time Claude was in Paris
to understand vrac he was trying to do, or to directly profit from
his inspiration, bvt there was plenty lit in the other people,
especially my blether, Hcwarg^ee, tw snaro with me a year or Sc

later when I bx;£'i socially' conscious, starter1 reading, and doping
thine3 out for njs^lf. .'. .

I have no rs^iarce that if Claude Williams had not cuae to
Paris, I vculd l.avc boon anything more than the depressed wife of a
coal miner. I tr therefore particularly grateful to Claude Williams,

fcr in this ca:.ie I kn w of no ether person who could or would have
•lit a fire rr-Jer us.' Cedri^^elfrage has written a book entitled
•South cf God 1

, which tells more about this man and his work through-
out the S-uth.

.-?<.
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I am dwelling on this at length because it was a big thing

in my life - indeed the most important thing. For everything I

have done since that time, or will do in the future, will be an
indirect result of the teaching of this man. Of course since that

time, when I was eleven or twelve years old, I have read a great
deal of proletarian literature, have been in the labor movement,
and I have come in contact with hundreds of other people from whom
I have learned things which contributed to my education. But I

think that I am not distinguished from any other person in the
youth or the labor movement who does not vividly remember how he first
became interested in those things, and never forgets the person or

persons who started him thinking.

ju
&a

m

After graduation from high school in Paris, I went to
Los Angeles, California, where I £t

ol a job as an usherette in a
Fox-tfVest Coast Theatre, and started to college.

I went to California instead of staying in tho South for a
number of reasons. ISy father and I did not see exactly eye to
eye politically and on a fow other points, and conditions at home
were none to pleasant. I wanted to go to a liberal but inexpensive
collage, and had to be some place where I could *-:or'': part time and

ikt 'T.»h bo live on while in school. This wis not to be done in
r»"«yt/-.j -r if it was I didn't find whore. r

;a.l --fornix presented
.1y g-eaier opportunities than Arkansas in t-us r^siw-et. Too,

!K

the
vac
I he-: beer.

the t'oast.

• training ™o::r£* dn the youth movement anc
1 in

V.et e before and already know a J et -z\ svrol.!.. paepic on
?/x thw-v^.t that California would se.r-/e "le

i.-.-it ^
g;od
e:is«

Ik.-'- 1 f-r'.t became, among the miHienj of y-.c-^-c >vro sell
their l-e.ci" tor a lining in this ccur.try; f.:e yi-C'jlcv. cf living
became real te me
fighting fov- j

from readi.ig zc^ri

but at the *&:.)' •:

it, and quite cy.:

7. was in the midst of rhat i'orkjis all over are
.T.-Oi'-r of a±l those trinrs that •;; r.-z j-s must face
?. 2ss books on the marker. I a-d bseu sympathetic
r.a a little confused as to wha« t-o do about

I was benoi'i Avi\ greatly by watching p.nJ taiang part in the
struggles of x\a :-';'!._l nit unions on the Vj-jst Coart., and in working
7.1th a fuv; el' v ; :: :: r; progressive ergariaetiens there. . • .

Afbr-r r--;.. A' .-..j, hirhlandor Folk School, I knew better than ever
before thao w.M.uv people all over muot unite and fight to maintain
the fjair.s v* c ,en'.rie security and civil rights that we have won;
to stay wUt cf tais imperialist war; to prevent the growth of fascism
in this ceuntry.
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Those -who oppose us are fighting just as hard - they use differ-

ent methods, however; they call themselves patriotic; they
arc the ones trying to keep Democracy alive, they say. fiut the
working class realizes that under the guise of these flowery
phrases, democracy is being destroyed.

I am indeed grateful tc Claude Williams, to my brother, to
my union, to the Highlander Folk School, and the countless number
of people who have contributed to my education and experience."

4n^

CLAUDE T/ILLIALS, through the Institute of Applied Religion, is active
in Tennessee,., Arkansas and Mississippi.

Ivjy Transition ,9>4pJcnnio^pencer

Jennie Spsneer s
Recording Secretary, Textile Workers Union,

Local # 11, Roanoke, Virginia. This article concerns Mies Spencers'
work with the Y. Y,\ C. A. and her experience with the American Viscose
Corporation, Roanoke, Virginia. Kiss Spencer mentioned meeting
RUSSEU^ABCOCK in 1936 in connection with her work at the Y. \I. C. A.

and the following is quoted from her article concerning RUSSELL BABCOCK:

"Now the war mongers of this country are having tl.eir way and
have called Russell Babcock to the amy. Y*Lere will they send him?
T*hat will he have to do? . . • I don't think he would think
ths thing to do is to go across the waters and kill humar oeings.
Hew do our churches reason with sending men intc a battle
field tc be butchered, killed; or to ask themselves the question,
"Is God on my side"? Russell had taught English in Russia three
years. He said that ny home was equivalent to the best home in
Russia. They called on him quite frequently to teach Sunday School
in Russia and he did provided they would allcw him to teach his style."

The Farmer is the Mon Joel -Jifiatthews

Joel J&tthews, Caimery Worker and Printer, Mcansville, Georgia.
This article concerns a publication of a monthly entitled "The Country Parson"

by a Congregational minister and Joel Ifctthews which was dedicated to the
principle of freedom and justice, with the following platform:

"1 - Government of the people, by the people and fcr the people.
2 - Complete separation of church and state. 3 - Freedom cf con-

science, press, speech and assemblage. L -» Economic, political, and

-2A-
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racial justice for all. 5 - The right of every group or class to
its own collective bargaining agency. 6 - Equality of all men before
the state and before God. 7 - Cooperation and brotherhood in everyday
life. 8- Not a drop of American blood shed on foreign battlefields.

lay Labor Experiences Pau^nJiinn

Paul Winn, Vice President, Goodwill Furnace Workers IUMM &
3T^S SW, Wrigley, Tennessee. This article. concerns the organizing of the employees

of the Tennessee Products Corporation at Wrigley, Tennessee, Winn mentioned
; M^ the dynamiting of a pipeline of the Tennessee Products Corporation during

:j0. the strike there the latter part of 1937 and the early part of 1938 and
s. suggested that the company had planned this dynamiting in order to blame it

''"y* on the union. Vdnns ' union paid his expenses at the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

a«-£IcWhat HIGHIANDER means to Me Williaw-Jadridge

William Eldridge, Carpenters Local # 74, Monteagle, Tennessee.
This article is short and is being quoted in its entirety, as follows :

"Being a close neighbor of Highlander Folk School and already
having some ideas of what they are doing I have learned what other
Unions are doing through the students and teachers and their ways
of attacking the bosses and grafters. I am sure I can put some of
this to my use. I think all here will help put a prop under the
labor movement.

I have attended the social functions for quite a time and
have really enjoyed the square dances with the real old

tf mountaineer string music and the ball games. Occasionally I hear
"A a speaker, which are so abundant, some being very distinguished men.

liaj the Folk School still reap it's share and have more of these
speakers, especially during school terms, to show students what kind

4 of people endorse the school so they can talk about it back home.

In this manner more people will become interested in the school and
Unions will send more and more students. Finally, greater steps will
be taken by labor and we will have some of the pie now instead of
it all in the sky when we die."

•It is to be noted that WILLIAM ELDRIDGE is the son of Mr. andjfcs.
'.'

""

".Juifjif iTIRTDOK- at whose home it iA2X be subsequently reported that the
Young Communist League met. C. ft£*\KILBY also secured an affidavit from
^fPSHBHHHiBtyhich will be subsequently set out.

On and Off the Mountain J. ^j*^arlowe

J. D. Marlowe, Brotherhood of Carpenters & Joiners of America,
Llontcaglc, Tennessee. According to J. D. MARLOWE'S article, hi was born
on the Cumberland Mountain near Sewanee, Tennessee, 1917. The pertinent
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part of J. B. MArlowc's article is set out as follows:

n l*y father worked with the N. C. k St. L. Railway. Tie

moved around quite a bit. At the time I finished grade
school, we were living at Summerfield near Monteagle,

Tennessee on the Cumberland Mountain.

In 1931, Iftrlos Horton started the Highlander Folk School at
Kontcagle; a school for promoting the philosophy
of unionism and eduating union leaders for the South.

Our community was small and cpite a degree ef excitement was
created when he came. He explained the idea of the school

around the community and mountain and soon had many friends. The
people gathered there to hear speakings and to discuss their own

problems. Tcffie, one of the staff members, called a square dance
and everyone had a good time. The school soon became the intellectural
and social center of the community. I was a frequent visitor to the
school and became well acquainted with all the staff members.
Throught them I learned the philosophy of unionism.

In 1933 I went to the six weeks session at the school and

attended classes as a day student. The students were
fr jin local unions in the south. After the term was over, Denham

_

Reward, one of the students, and I went to help build a labor school

'"like Highlander at Allardt, Tennessee. T.'e hitch-hiked and had very
good luck. Tie stepped at Denham' s home in 7/ilder, Tennessee and
stayed over night. Things were in a bad way there ; the minors
had been on strike for some time and people were starving. In fact,

there was only one cow left in that district. The next day we went

on tc, Allardt which is near Jamestown, the birthplace of Alyia
C^ork.

V.o had a f ne group of people in cur work camp. They were

mountaineers, college students and professors; a varied group, •

but we all had the same interest at heart, and things ran very smoothly.

*,Ve ran things en a democratic basis, and everyone worked equally.

Out cook took good care cf us, and kept plenty of K. P. duty on

hand to be done. The school was never finished for the lack cffunds. •

The next two years I spent in going to public school During

vacation, I was around Highlander cuite a bit. They had a good

library and I read a lot mostly about labor history, economics,

and trade unions. . . •

During the winter cf 1936, my brother and I went to Knoxvillc.

On our way we stopped in Cleveland, Tennessee, where the woolen
mills were on strike. The next morning with the organizer,
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FRANj^A.NIEL, wc went on the picket line, my first experience. I

was expecting a fight or two but nothing happened and I was

disappointed. In Knoxville, we lived with a group cf organizers and

TVA office workers. Tfe rented an apartment and did our own cocking,

washing, etc.

There, we carried on an educational program for the

7'orkers Alliance, and an organizing campaign for the steel
workers, Tfe passed cut labor papers and CIO pamphlets, etc. to the
workers. Seme took them gladlyj others tore them up and threw them
en the ground. The CIO in the latter part of '37 organized and got

better wages and conditions for factory workers in and around Kncxville.

In 1940, I began work in the carpenter trade in Chattanooga.

I worked there until October and then rant to work in Tullahoma
where the Gcvernincnt was building an Army camp. I worked there

until the camp was finished; returning to Chattanooga for a wile.

After this I came back home in Itateagle and started to school here

at Highlander. After the school session 'is over I guess I will
gc back to Chattanooga to work. I hate to leave the mountain for

this is the only place I feel like is home. • . .

But people must eat and there aren't many jobs here.

The timber has been cut out; the coal mines, all but a few, are
robbed out. The living standard for the most part is very low.

If all the people here are to make a decent living what are they going

to do? The TtPA pays $30.00 a month. There must be something better. w

C. H. KIIBY furnished this office with a mimeographed press release

dated Livy 26, 1941 at Ifonteaglc, Tennessee, the pertinent parts of which

arc set out as fellows:

"John ¥^J.cncs, CIO legislative representative and Labor's Non-

partisan League Director, flayed the Vinson Bill and other anti-

iabcr legislation in an address to Highlander Folk School students

sttending the spring session. Twenty-eight full and part time students

from rural Georgia tc the textile area cf Virginia received assurance

of support intho fight against the pell tax.
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Among the representatives of the 15 AF of L, CIO, and unaffiliated

national organizations were su^ar and construction workers from *

New Orleans, boatmont and packing hcuse workers from Lfemphis, and

teachers, office workers and miners from eight states, uith few

exceptions, the students were officials cf newly formed organizations.

The regular staff was assisted by Y^illioajraaves, regional Tfc.£e and
Hour director; Hollis V^pcid, legislative representative of the

Railroad Erothorhcodand the chairman of the Tennessee Commonwealth
Federation; Paul H^\Christopher, state CIO secretary; Lewi^fones^
American Federation cf Teachers, Fisk University; V/illiaf^enton,
chairman Atlanta Industrial Union Council and member of the United
Automobile T.'orkors; Kargaro^V^mont, writer; Dr. Tjalteiffinutfta-

strauch, Industrial Engineering Department, Columbia University;
and Al^.on Lawrence, Southern LNPL representative. People from the
local community joined the students in evening classes,
square dances, picnics and ball games. A -farewell banquet and
program of labor songs, puppets and plays ended the session.
T7illia!K^avis, a National Ifcritime Union students was toastmaster.

The two weeks session provided an opportunity for various southern
groups to get together. Eighty-one representatives of twenty-
three national unions from all branches of labor met for a week-
end conference on "Labor and Politics." The officials and a number
of executive board members of the Tennessee Commonwealth Federation
were present. Among the officials of the Southern Conferanee for
Human Vifelfare at the school were vice-president Virgini^^horr; the

farm representative, Geraltifjlarris of the Alabama Farmers Union;
Josepii^aolders, secretary of the Civil Rights Committee; and Alton
Lawrence, acting secretary for the Conference. More than a score of
southern organizers were also present.

The summer term of industrial, farm and office workers vail begin
August 16 and run for six weeks. i!rs. Roosevelt and other friends
of the school have, provided a limited number of scholarships.
Student applications arc being accepted.

As a part of Highlander's year-round program, Mary Lawrence of the
staff is conducting an officers' training school for the New Orleans

Industrial Council. The opening session was attended by 120 local

officials. She will be assisted by fcur students who were selected

by the Council to attend the spring session."

$f-^ :->3 This press release was signed by MILES HORTON and vail be retained

in the files of the Knoxville Field Division.
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M ~£ vj? office with the July 194-1 issue of the Higi

publication of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.
arc set out:

furnished this
ander "Fling, the official
The following pertinent articles
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"ALUMNI ARE CIO DELEGATES

lass BILLI^CAVINESS, a member of UCAPAWA from Memphis, and
a student in Highlander's Spring term 194-1, "was elected a vice-
president of the state CIO body at its second annual convention
hold in Chattanooga May 31, Juno 1.- Other former students of Highlander
attending the convention aa delegates were EeJ^lair, Amalgamated
Clothing Workers organizer and holder cf the Eleanoj^lcosevclt
scholarship in 1940; Pau^vinn, Mine, Mill' and Smelter Workers
Union, VJrigley, Tennessee. EdnyS>.mb, ACV5A, LaFollette, Tennessee;
Zilphia Horton and Dillarp^ing were visitors.

KFS Endorsement

A resolution reiterating the endorsement of Highlander was
passed. The resolution took notice of the fact that Highlander had
been attacked recently by organizations not identified with the labor
movement and said that "any attack on the Highlander Folk School
by an individual or organization will be regarded as an attack on

the organized labor movement, and such individuals and organizations
will brand themselves as enemies of organized labor in Tennessee and
the South".

The report of Paux^iiristopher, executive secretary and treasurer,
shewed remarkable progress in expanding the organization. William

^/Turnblazer^ of the bXVA, was reelected president."

"PLAITS LAID FOR TKITERS SCHOOL

Highlander wj.ll hold its third annual workshop for student
writers July 28 through August 9. The session rill be under the

direction of the school and is being sponsored by Pau^Green, TCilliam.

S^vnickerbeckex, Julia Collic^Karris, Millej^rand, Babgiia—
^-•Doutsch and Gcnevieve^aggard.

THE TEACHERS

Teachers will be specially assembled for tjiis session. In
charge of short story and poetry will be Lhrj^fapsley, novelist,

magazine writer, and former teacher of writing at Hood College.
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Charles fcy; Fergus on, as associate editor of "The Reader's
Digest" and author of "Fifty Million Brothers" and "The Confusion of
Tongues" vdll teach non-fiction -writing, including the special
sugjects of radio journalism and the picture story.

Lealon 2^\Jones, formerly of the Carolina Elaymakers and a play
writing student of Paul Green and Frederick Bf^Koch, new a faculty
member cf Missouri State Teachers College where he directs the
annual Midwestern Folk Drama Festival, will teach playwriting.

GUEST SPEAKERS

A.number of well-known Southern writers, Harry Harrisca^Kroll,
Jamesvfitill, Ida L^rtfccre, H. C^yJixon among others, have written
that they will visit the school during the Workshop, their plans
permitting at that time.

Thcs interested in enrolling should apply at once to the
V.erkshcp Director, Lcci^Yilson. Total cost cf the session, tuition
and board included, is $30.00; one week, $15.00."

& I

M

"JUNIORS CAM? AT HIGHLANDER

Twenty-three boys and girls between the ages cf eight and fifteen
have completed the second annual Junior Union Camp for "Workers 1

children at Highlander, which was heM during the two weeks following
June 9. Zilphia Hcrton and Margare^^ryan were in charre of the
camp. Zilphia taught folk dancing and singing; Lkria^Stenzel held
classes in arts and crafts. The boys and girls made their own puppets
under the supervision cf Leon T/ilscn and put on Saturday night shows
for all to enjoy* Harr^»fesker "taught" the campers by telling them
a serial story every -night around a camp fire.

The Junior Camp, like everything else at the school, was run on a
cooperative basis. The children had the responsibility of keeping
their cabins clean, washing dishes, setting tables, keeping their
clothes in good order and so on. Large amounts of sleep and good
food allowed them to carry a full program and at the same time
build good health and gain weight.

Tabulation of the union affiliations of the campers parents
shewed the following: 13 with the AFL; seven with the CIO; three
unclassified.
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These workers' children, who came from coinmunities in
Tennessee, Kentucky, Georgia and Arkansas, returned to their homes

with a rich experience in cooperative living. They understand some

of the fundamentals cf unionism, know hew to produce short, simple

skits, and have learned to sing the labor songs familiar to union

"ncople."

§-!

"VTORK CAMP IS IN SESSION

Works Camps for America, now a division of the International

Student Service, is sponsoring a work camp at Highlander again this

Summer. The general purpose of work Camps for America is;
"To provide ycung men and women with an opportunity to do useful

work and to study social issues from personal experience, to encourage

a deeper individual concern for the general welfare to the nation,

to enlist their wholehearted support for a democracy responsive to
the needs of its citizens, to promote mutual understanding among

diverse economic, religious, and social groups, and to aid youth

in the discovery of a personal philosophy and a social idealism
which will help to carry them through the stormy period ahead."

The campers, age 18 to 24, are drawn from all religious, economic

and social groups, the majority coming from the ranks of college

students."

"NEKS NOTES

^lipnis norx.cn is x-eacning music again wu.s year at. onu j.wu«.

industrial girls' summer session, held at Camp Ifcrrie TVcod, Sapphire,

K. C.

JiroSombrcwski made a speaking trip through Now England during
April. He appeared before the Greenfield, ifcss., Central Labor

Union at its annual banquet, and spoke to students et Mount Holyoke,

Smith, and Amherst College,

lories Korton was one c-f the speakers at the conference of

Southern Mountain Workers which mot in Knexvillo this spring.

A 70-acre farm adjoining Highlander has been added to the

School's property. It was purchased for the use of the school by
Dr. Lillian 7<*. Jchnson, doner cf the original site.

The Highlander personnel has been expanded by the addition of

two people. Joaj^Tayne, who trained in nursery school work at

Sarah Lawrence College, has taken charge of the Summerfield Nursery

School. Harry Lasker came to Highlander after his recent graduation from

the University of North Carolina.
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"Democracy's Drama in the Hills," by Ba^^ch, is the story
which appeared in the February issue of Social Work Today, de-
scribing recent reactionary attacks upon Highlander."

"THE NEW ORLEANS PROGRAM

Mary Lawrence, Highlander extension director, is back in New
.Orleans where she is in the midst of conducting an educational
program under the sponsorship of the Industrial Union Council.

j-&4 ^^LavrrxQ has beenin New Orleans since about April 1, except for
the two weeks she returned to Highlander to teach at the two weeks
term. Four officials of local unions were selected by the Council
to attend the term, and already they arc making use of their
Hichlander training by assisting with the educational program back
home. Lawric recently wrote "Tonight I meet a general educational
committee with the four HFS kids ( apologies to Hazel, Boo Boo,
Blackie, and Alvin - Laurie didn't know this letter was for pub-

is::-.
;**| licaticn) as the backbone. They have already given good account

[J.-Uji of themselves, and I think they are going to be a tremendous help

If'yjp
to mo."

j?
..".'

„4 The New Orleans extension program began with an Officers'

yg&gggg Training School, with 120 attending the opening meeting. Classes
in public speaking and parliamentary law, union publicity, labor

""
history, and union problems were set up, and were scheduled several

._.,,„ tinu 5 a week so as to give all who desired a chance tc attend.

5i*5fcik The popularity of public speaking and parliamentary law has made

,. ;- it advisable in the future to separate the two, and run them both

;;
-•. > as full length classes.

The first termcf the Officers' Training School ended Liay 9

^_.v .
with a speaker on the National Labor Relations Act; a panel discus

-

v*^s,>
'

sion on "Taking up Grievances" vath five CIO representatives parti-

. . cipating; and a "Labor's Information, Please" contest.

.V*„ At present, the New Orleans program is concentrating on an
effort to help newly crganized locals understand and overcome

their problems. Classes in parliamentary law, public speaking, and
general union education have been started for all union members on

I both sides of the River. A special course for shop stewards and shop
.- committeemen on "Taking up Grievances" opened June 4. In addition,

1 " * Lawrie is conducting educational programs for individual unions.

The Inland Boatmen Division of the NlIU selected a small group who

L . /; desire to learn hew to give the membership as a whole a better
^**

-i understanding of their organization. The class started with an

analysis of their contract. Classes in public speaking and parliamen-

V-'£ tary law arc being held for the Transport Workers Union. Other unions

: -...-a have requested special classes.

';- -32-
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Lawrie will return to Highlander for the six weeks term, and

we hope she will brine another Now Orleans delegation with her."

In an article entitled "A Day at the Nursery School" by

Joan Payne, Director, it is indicated that the HIGHLANDER FOLK

SCHOOL reopened its nursery school for the Summerfield Community

en Jfey 12, 194-1 for its thirdyear. Joan Payne, the Director,

is being assisted by Dorotjajf^nomas of Summerfield and twelve

children ranging in age from 2\ to 6 are enrolled with five more

planning to start within the next few weeks.

"
' mine o-

,'^^i

'J-
/ graphed summary of the activities and a financial statement of the

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL for the first six months of 1941. This is signed

by JAI.ES DOHBROV.BKI as Chairman. This summary will be retained in the

files cf the Kncxville Field Division and is being set forth as follows*

"HIGHLANDER AT HOLE

Residence Tern : Fourteen students attended the session from

•'SSi?5 klay 12-24.. They represented six states and ten labor unions.

Fourteen more attended pcrtions of the session as part time students.

Junior Union Camp: The camp torn for workers' children was

longer than last year's, and the enrollment was larger. Twenty
three children cf union members, ranging in age from 8-15, worked

and played at Highlander from June 9-22. Among the parents cf

the young campers the A. F. of L. predominated by ab^ut tw*. to one.

Labor Conferences : Labor's V,on-Partisan- League held its second
Southern conferonce at the school I/ay 16-17. Students fit the

spring term had' the advantage of meeting eighty-one representatives
of twenty-three organizations who attended, and cf hearing the dis-

cussions. On June 7-8, the school became headquarters for the annual

tri-state institute of the American Federation cf Hosiery Workers.

In the Sumn-orfield Community : A community garden was started under
the leadership cf the school, as part of the Summerfield Co-operative

ivhich is carrying on its quiIt-making and developing the manufacture

cf clay pottery making, wood carving, drawing, and dress-making,

\<J while children took lessons in clay-nodeling and puppet making.
-/--«• A square dance group and a string-band of young people got together
\ - weekly up until the opening of the spring term, and the Sumr.erfield

v ,> Sacred Harp Class held sixteen meetings, under the leadership of ,

;-:;*.sj Zilohia H^rton. The traveling library in Summerfield distributed
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fifty-one books to adults and seventy juvenile books to children.

Nineteen children from fifteen Summerfield families attended the

Nursery School which becan its new tern on Ihy 12 » Five of the

neighborhood families sent their children there for the first tine.

15.ss Joan Payne of Sarah Lawrence College, who directs the

nursery school work this year, started a series of weekly
meetings for younc £irls in the neighborhood, for the purpose of

education and recreation.

In Grundy County ; The School's new traveling library distributed

a total of 728 books, of which 343 were juvenile. Weekly dis-
tribution of news sheets and cartoons on unionism had to be dropped

after three months because of the pressure of other work. However,

the school organized a class in clay modeling in the neighborhing
community of Laager.

HIGHLANDER ABROAD,

Extension Tfork ; Mary Lawrence, a member of the Highlander
teaching staff, launched an educational program for the CIO
Industrial Union Council in New Orleans. One hundred and twenty
union members attended the opening of the officers ' training
School, which includes classes in labor history, parliamentary law,

public speaking, publicity, and union problems. Special classes

have been added as they were requested by individual unions, and the

school is still carrying on this work.

Staff members helped Paul Christopher, State CIO secretary,

and other labor leaders in the organizing work, both in the county
and State.

M£IES HORTON was elected chairman of the Education Committee

of the State Convention of the CIO held in Chattanooga May 31 -

June 1, and several other staff members attended the Convention.

The school was also represented at the state conference on Democracy
held on Lincoln's Birthday in Nashville; at the Berea College Student-

labor Conference in JJarehj the spring conference of the Southern

Mountain 7,'orkers. at Knoxvillej the meetings of the Southern Con-

ference for Human Welfare Council, and the Tennessee Commonwealth

Federation Council. A class in music was given at the TftCA indus-

trial girls' summer school at Camp Merriewood, Sapphire, N. C. by
Zilphia Hortcn, music director at Highlander Folk School.

Highlander's function as a center for progressive thought and
action is attested *by the large number of teachers, writers, journa-
lists, labor leaders, government officials, social workers, and many
other groups who visited the school during the past six months*
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

Financial Statement — First Six months

1941

EXPENDITURES

Household

:

Food
Equip. & repair
Supplies
Light & Heat

Labor
Laundry

$828,27
422.57
194.67
207*32
187.03
73*66

Office

:

Postage $575.81
Telephone & Telegraph 106.89
Address ograph & LiLraeo 41.94
Express & Freight 37.56
Printing & Stationery 149.73
Supplies 167.03
Equipment 94.50

Travel:

Recruiting students $ 30.00
Raising funds 315.25
Car maintenance (local) 246.89
Extension & Conferences 171.50
Miscellaneous travel 325.00

Staff, personal expenses
Farm expenses
Community and Education Supplies
Nursery school supplies
Capital improvements and additions
Accounts receivable
15.seel laneous

INCOME

Contributions, 170 individuals
Funds and foundations
Other sources

Total Expense

$2,438.10
2,200.00
1,622.06

Total income

DEFICIT

$1,916.52

$1,173.46

$1,088.64

1,378.20
138.68
104.39
19.10

499.93
53.23

308.49

$6,608.64

$6,260,16

420.48
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In connection with the Work Camp Sponsored by the HIGHLANDER
FOLK SCHOOL from June 30 to July 27, 1941, C. H. KILBY advised that Mr.

STANI£^1kMPT0N, official of the Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company,

Tracy City, Tennessee, was requested by HA3RY. E^ASKER, a member of-

the staff of the HIGHLANrER FOLK SCHOOL by letter dated June 26, 1941
to speak at the work camp, howeverj Mr* HAMPTON declined to do so, Mr.

HAMPTON turned over to KILBY a printed and illustrated booklet printed

by Work Camps for America, International Student Service, 8 West
40th Street, New York City. It is to be noted that the International
Students Service has contributed largely to the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

The above mentioned booklet and the accompanying letter from HARRY M. LASKHl
to STANLEY HAMPTON will be photographed and returnee?* to C. H. KILBY.

This booklet indicates that the work camps have a~program calling

for a conbination of work and a discussion of local economic conditions.

This booklet lists five work camps, namely:

Cotton Region Work Camp
Mauldin, South Carolina

Middle Western Work Camp
Hudson, Ohio

Rural New England "Work Camp

.

Grafton, N. H.

Wyoming Valley Work Camp

Wilkes-Barre, Penna.

Highlander Folk School
Menteagle, Tennessee

A typical work day is as follows:

Reveille
Breakfast
Work
Lunch
Study and recreation
(also trips to community)

Lectures and Discussion
Dinner
Recreation: reading aloud,

singing, folk dancing

6:30 A. M,

7:00 A. U.

8-12 Noon
12:30 P. M.

2-4 P. M.

4-6 P. M.

6:30 P. IS.

7:30-10 P. Iff.
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The Executive Committee of the International Student Service

is given as follows;

/

/Dr.

/ Mrs

/ Mrs

S
; Mr.

-

I
Dr.

: / Mr.

^Dr.
Mr.

Dr.

Dr.

Dr.
Dr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Alvin Johnson, Chairman
. Henry Goddard Leach, 1st

. Eliot D. Pratt, 2nd Vice
Algernon D. Black
Alfred E. Conn
John Darnell
L. C. Dunn
Clyde Eagleton
A. Roland Elliott
Edgar J. Fisher
William Fletcher
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mimeo-
graphed press release dated July 28, 194-1 at Monteagle, Tennessee and drawn
up by WILLIAM BuTTRICK, HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. This press release, which
vn 11 be retained in the files of the Knoxville Field Division, is set out
as follows:

" WilliajJ^uttrick
Monteagle, Tenn.

MCNTEAGLE, July 28 — The Highlander Work Camp, a four-weeks

term of work and study for young people, came to a close' at
Highlander Folk School near here yesterday. Eighteen campers
completed 1,114 man-hours of work clearing land for reforestation,
building a pottery wheel for a local cooperative and repairing
the community nursery school building.

In addition ~to the daily work schedule, the members of the
camp engaged in a study of the problems of this region. The
educational program included a number of field trips to points

in Grundy County, Coppcrhill, the Cherokee National Forest,

and Huntsville, Ala.

Directed by Dr. James A^dombrowski, the session was
sponsored by Work Camps for America, a division of the Inter-
national Student Service.
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General purpose of Work Camps of America is ttTo provide

young men and women with an opportunity to do useful work
and to study social issues from personal experience, to encourage

a deeper individual concern for the general welfare of the

nation, to enlist their wholehearted support for a democracy
responsive to the needs of its citizens, to promote mutual
understanding among diverse economic, religious, and social
groups, and to aid youth in the discovery of a personal philoso-
phy and a social idealism which will help to carry them through
the stormy period ahead".

Nearly 800 American Youths are attending work camps this
summer according to the NEW YORK TIMES of July 20, participating
in a movement which has been growing in this country since the first
camp was held in 1933 by the American Friends Service Committee.

This year's is the third work camp at Highlander Folk School*
The Friends conducted one here in 1938 3nd Work Camps for America
had another in 194-0.

IfHaip prospectus prepared by the Highlander Folk School announcing a six
w?eks summer term from August 18 to September 27, 194-1, which was open to
Scuthorn men and women recommended by rural or industrial organizations.
This summer term was to include the following courses:

Union Problems
Labor History
Economics
Journalism
Public Speaking
Parliamentary Law
Mimeographing and Posters
Dramatics
^fusic and Recreation

This prospectus will be retained in the files of the Kncxv.ille

Fi^ld Division.

'mimeo-

iT^phod booklet containing 29 pages, entitled "We Know the Score", pre-

i-.ar^a by the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. This booklet is described as the

story of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL students of August 17 to September 27,
1941 (Fall term 1941) This booklet will be retained in the files of the

Kncxvillo Field Division.
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"We Know the Score 11 is on the sane order as "The South Tomorrow"
prepared by the students of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL for the spring
term 1941 • This booklet will be handled in the same way as "The South
Tomorrow". There are articles written by fourteen different students in
"We Know the Score" These articles and their authors are as follows

t

Farm Boy Stephef^King

Stephen King, Business Agent and Secretary-Treasurer,
United Construction Workers Organizing Committee, Local 198, New Orleans, La.

This article mentioned that MARX IAlftRENCE helped organize the workers at
the Cclotex Corporation, New Orleans, La.

How I Became Interested in the Labor Movement Barney^feorel

Barney Morel, American Federation of Hosiery Workers, Branch 65,
New Orleans, La. This article concerns the organizing of the employees of
the Alden Hosiery 13.11s, New Orleans, la. It also mentions MARY IA "WHENCE,

Three or Four Things About Martin Butz IfcrtinN^titz

Martin Butz, Recording Secretary, United Construction Tfcrkers

Organizing Committee, Local 260, New Orleans, Louisiana. This article
concerns the organizing of the Johns Manville Plants, New_ Orleans, La.

Lkrtin Butz was born__September 25, 191^^t_McDonoughville,J La.„ His mother
died when he was sevenycars oT "age; "oh February 3, 1924 he" was placed in
the St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, which is a Catholic institution. On October 12,
±7<.7, he was sent to the Hope Haven Home for Boys where he stayed until
June 3, 1934- . From his article it is apparent that he has had a hard time
making a living and is strong for the CIO, however, his article tends to
indicate that although he is strong for labor unions, he does not believe

radical change in cur form of Government*

Vy Life Helegatelaneuvilie

Helen Delaneuville-, United Sugar T»orkers, Local 1124,
New Orleans, La. This article concerns the organizing of the employees of
the Sugar Refinery at Reserve, La. Miss Delaneuville states that the
sugar workers were making 300 per - hour and suggested that the sugar workers
strike just before grinding time in raid October when the sugar has to be
ground right away or spoil. She made the following statement: " I think
while the Defense Program is on the workers should get all they can get
because when the war is over the worker's wages will be cut. They arn't
rretiinr anything now — what is 300 an hour? If you cut thirty cents you
wouldn't have anything."
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I Changed 2»y Mind Alvii^rreen

Alvin Green, American Federation of Hosiery Workers, Branch 65,

New Orleans, Louisiana. This article concerns organizing Hosiery Workers.

Green mentions that he was once prejudiced against unions connected -with the

CIO because he thought that it was communisticly controlled but that he has
chanced his mind now.

Lfcr Viev/point as a Worker T. G^fanlandingham

T. G. Vanlandingham, United Auto Workers, Local 903,
Lbmphis, Tennessee. This article concerns the signing cf a contract with

****** the union by the Fcrd Plant at laemphis, Tennessee. Vanlandingham ! s

jj*;.- . fe article was very temperate and it sounded as though he is conservative

|T "J and American in his views. An article that appeared in the Chattanooga

i J| Tir.es dated at Mcnteagle, Tennessee, August 28, 194.1, is in the files of

^..- v^ the Kncxville Office. This article indicated that the scholarship offered

T by Mrs, Franklin Delano Roosevelt to the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL was awarded

l|fJ to THE^mMUNDINGHAM and that VANUNDINGHA15 and his wife were at the time

J| of the article, attending a six weeks summer session. The article

3 further indicated that last year the Eleanor Roosevelt scholarship was
awarded to E^JflAIR who is now on a southern organizing staff concerning
Southern Hill Workers.

ei^/a:A Bit of ISy Life IJargarei^\Vanlandingham

LSargaret Vanlandingham, Uemphis, Tennessee, is the wife of

v^-vi THEO VANLANDINGHAM. She devoted her article to her experience working
"

for a ten-cents store.

Ups and Downs on the River Arthur^iynch

r Arthur lynch, National Islaritimc Union, tkmphis, Tennessee.
tr > - This article concerns organizing workers on the Mississippi River.

'

? They r.hc Really Count Durward^is&aniel

• x Durward HeDaniel, Norman, Oklahoma. This article concerns
'• "

| conditions in the cil field of Oklahoma and the organizing of oil workers.
7 Apparently HeDaniel lost his eye-sight in an explosion in the cil fields.

/
- l A Little About Colombia and Itself Juan Silyj^jarcia

y, Juan Silva Garcia, Sccretario General Del Sindicato De Correso

\ h y Telegrafes, Bogota, Colombia. This article concerns the progress of

>* Colombia with social legislation, the progress of labor unions in Columbia
V :i

and Garcias' experience as General Secretary of the postal and telegraphic

v.'orkers. Garcia said that he was going to inform the Minister of Labor

•v:
--g in Colombia in great detail concerning the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL and
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the inportant job it is doing in the education of the American workers.

Garcia received a scholarship for the Highlander Folk School in the
name of the Pan American Union.

Mortoi^wvis, Memphis, Tennessee, .wrote two articles, namely,

"One Captain Only" and "The 'Lake Scottom' ". The following excerpt

•

is from Morton Davis' article entitled "Che Captain Only*'

"The progressive labor organizations of this country have done a
great job in throvdng the yoke off the laboring class. But it is

only the beginning. The greater work is yet to be done.

7ve all realize that this present prosperity is caused by the

war; that the unemployment situation is in reality still critical.

And we know that the longer the war goes on the more labor will
be expected to sacrifice.

Although the competitive capitalistic system of the United
States works untold hardships upon the working man, I do not propose a
change of government. This country is still being run by the
people. They seem to be running it into the ground, but they are
still running it. It is up to the people to unite and try to run
it in a way more suitable to all the people, not just thefew.

Wo should have a nation-wide educational program for the working
people. They should be taught that by rights the people own the
coal mines, the railroads, and the industries; that the capita-
lists acquired them by bribery, fake land grants, and many other
corrupt ways. Kow they acquired them is now water over the dam.

It is up to the people to collect what is theirs in wages.

Lincoln said 'Revolutionize throught the ballot box', and in
another speech: *Every working man should unite'. The freedom
to work at will and to obtain power and wealth has been afforded
every man, and ambitious men have made this the greatest pro-
ducing country in the world. Of course there is a considerable
amount of exploitation, but that is what unions are for: to
counteract the exploitation of the industrialists and capitalists."

Davis then talked about working on boats and the coming of the Nation-

al Maritime Union (CIO) and the resulting improvement of conditions. Davis

then continues:

"The C. I. 0. has fought its way to power against tough
opposition. The capitalists, with the aid of the newspapers,
fought the unions with all the fury imaginable. Yet the unions
moved forward rapidly.
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"The C. I. 0. has grown strong - too strong for anyone who

doesn't have the welfare of the working man at heart. The C. I. 0.

will stay powerful as long as it has to keep fighting. In the days

to come it is going to have a long, hard fight. I'll string along

with the C. I. 0. as long as it is condemned and persecuted by the

rich. 1'

l$r Ideas About Today Phili^Fallick

Fnillip Fallick, New York, New York. In this article

Philip Fallick says that he was born poor and for the greater part of his

life has lived poorly. He was born in the slums of Manhattan but when

he was three years old, his family moved to another section of New York that

was an improvement over the place where he was born but was still a poor

section. The pertinant part of Fallick' s article is set out as follows:

"Until I was fourteen the biggest weekly income my family

ever had at any time was twenty-five dollars. . . .

My school career was average. I passed and failed subjects

just as most of the others did. I did not take a real interest in
school till my second year in high school. At this time I got

a job selling the NEW YORK TIMES to the students. Handling this

paper every day cf the week made me pay some attention to the news

of the world, nation, and city. . . .

At this time I also began to get a crop cf the better, more

liberal teachers. I became interested in labor. One day I saw two

old men fighting in the street. I rushed over to see what it was

all about. One of the men told me the other was a scab and had

taken his job. It was here that I did a very stupid thing, one

that I have since regretted. I tried to stop that fight.

I'm glad though that there were others there who pushed me

away and let the scab get what he deserved. For making me do this

stupid thing I can thank the newspapers, the radio, the schools

of New York.

In time I became fairly well acquainted with the true picture

of the struggle labor is going through. I became the liberal mem-

ber cf my family. It was (and still is) quite common to hear

in my house something like this: 'That dirty union leader he

should only drop dead 1
. These things are said especially loud

whenever I am home. But I don't gove a darn. I hope that some-

day they will learn the truth.
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I see in this world today a struggle between the forces cf evil
and the millions of people opposed to those forces. I consider
as the evil forces all of those who continually try to beat down

the other group and who try in many ways to make these people
subject to the rule of themselves. In this class I include the
Nazis, Fascists, gangsters, crooked politicians. f Lords cf the

Press 1 and last but not least the rich employers who are always
attemption to destroy democratic labor unions.

I remember but a short time back the Yugoslav people overthrow-
ing the government that was about to make them subject to the
rule of Hitler, and I remember too the strike which the employees
of millionaire Ritchie's bus company called in order to
get a decent standard of living. Both these acts were part of the
fight of the peoples of this world against Fascism. In the case
cf Yugoslavia we see the part of Fascism called tyranny. In the
bus strike we see the part called inequality.

The strikers and the Yugoslavs were fighting for democracy,
for the right to better one's living standards. Both groups refused
to be pushed around, both were standing up for their rights. Both
fights were equally important.

Many more examples can be given cf people refusing to be bullied,
The battle now being fcught by the British, the Russian, the Chinese,
the victories won by the Ford, Bethlehem, and Republic Steel
employees, the underground battle the conquered but not beaten
peoples of occupied countries are fighting all these
are the great illustrations cf the determination of the masses
throughout the world to revolt against tyranny.

I believe that no natter how long the struggle lasts, victory
for the masses is certain. As scon as it becomes the power be-
hind the government then we will have government of the people,
by the people, and for the people."

The "Way I Look at It Jim^Lggle

Jim Riggle, American Newspaper Guild, Corpus Christi, Texas.

This article concerns Riggle's exjxjriencc in writing for various newspapers
in the country and with Mr. M. IJ^kING, Secretary-Treasurer of the Industrial
Union Council of Corpus Christi. The following pertinent part of Riggle'

s

article are quoted:

"When I finished high school I started traveling for different
newspapers. I shifted to different parts of the country:

Nebraska, Chicago, then back to Kansas, then Missouri. I began
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to realize that the cards are stacked against the masses. I be-
gan to realize that no matter how hard a person tried, it seemed
that he could only go so far in improving his standard of living.
It seemed that if you did accumulate anything or had obligations

^. ; '..; the boss knew about it and you were kept down. No matter how

^•-.V~:4 hard you tried to forge ahead you were stopped one way or another.

;V^»i:^ After a time I got my bellyful of the phoney setup people have
^~

to live under and I came to the conclusion that the only way
to better living conditions is to work in a group and be so
organized that you can demand your wants from the socalled big-
shots that we are forced to work for. . . .

I believe in the labor movement. Everybody has to work.
No one's ever going to give you anything. You have to fight for
what you get. As long as you*re on this ball of mud you might
as well get all you honestly can. You don't know where you're
going when you got out of here. I believe your heaven and hell
are right here on earth; you might as ire11 have as much heaven
as you can."

ie

^f

y^o:

N^

Learning the Score Betty^Soldstein

Bettye Goldstein, Peoria, Illinois, was born in Peoria
in 1921. She is Jewish; her father was a business man. Miss Goldstein
cor-^nted extensively on the fact that 99% of the people in Peora lived
in the lower end of Peoria and 1$ lived on the Bluff. Miss Goldstein
lived on the Bluff. She stated that she had never met any of the 99$
and stated that in the Junior High School they were separated. Most of

ti:e lower end children went on to Manual Training School and onthe bluff
- :u went to Pecria High School. The following pertinent parts of Miss
Goldstein's article is set" out as follows:

"V.'hen I was sixteen I wrote a composition called "Education
for the Masses". I pointed with scorn to the sterility, the in-

^
adequacy, the pompous pretensions of American public school ed-

' ucatien. I described with cynicism the influence of the movies, radio,

;,; advertising. These things were respected by most people. They
v/ere considered right and beneficial. I questioned them, doubted

.:* their value. I locked around at the people who are products of

.\ the radio, motion picture, and advertising culture.

You run into trouble if you question things that are accepted

... as right and proper. l\hen I asked too many questions the last

~fi year I went tc Sunday school the rabbi tock me aside and told

mo that I vxuld understand better when I was elder. Yfoen we
'£* wanted to carry an article on social diseases in our school mag-

azine, or an article on the defects of our educational system,

"
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or questioning the value of high school fraternities, the author-
ities clamped a board of censors on us.

I got into the habit of not believing things. I began to
understand that the things you were told were devices to keep you
from thinking. I got into arguments with my family, got a reputa-
tion of being a radical. If I didn't know the score, at least I
was beginning to realize I needed to know it.

*
Until a year ago labor was no more than a word to me.

Considering my background and the nature of education in this
country this was not unusual. ISy father's friends own the distiller*

* ies and banks and office buildings of Peoria. To them the profit
$ of the employer is a sacred right, the just reward of the risks
i of management. The employer looks out for the welfare of his

employees they should be grateful. It they try to organize

\ they are being greedy, they are trying -to steal what does not
;
:

belong to them. If they were any goedto begin with they wouldn't
be workers. This is a free country: any man can be a Henry Ford.

£y?::

| (I've heard my father's friends say things like this often) At
the time cf the L&chigan sit-down strikes they thought Roosevelt
should send in troops. Private property was being destroyed.
Revolution and anarchy were rearing their heads. Itiy mother and
father think Roosevelt is a great man but they never dared say

, ,..,._, they were going to veto for him in the last election. Their

&&£g community was rabidly for TCtlkie. Roosevelt, they said, was

.4 leading the nation into socialism.

,"'•' "

I went to Smith College at Northampton, Massachusetts. I

\
'-$ learned all the arguments against things. I studied political

r

!

.\ t ..; theories and criticisms of political theories. I read Iferx and
'"? Veblen, Steinbeck and Dos Passos. I read accounts of the Spanish

Civil war and analyses of capital and its by-products. Theories and
-

}
facts and figures are interesting things to think and talk about,

4
but thinking and talking do not lead to much action.

' "While I felt I was ready to accept the case against capitalism
and its culture, I still knew nothing of the labor movement in

. . .; the United States. I knew that something called C. I. 0. existed,
y?""~ but I didn't even know what the initials stood for. I studied
* *

the history cf these last ten years in Prance, Germany, Spain,

. „..^ Japan, China, Russia. I learned how Fascism came and what it
*\.'?i meant. Sc, without knowing much about it, I knew I was for the
v™""-3| labor movement in America. I knew I was counting on it to

prevent Fascism."
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Jfl dmeographed press release dated Monteagle, Tennessee, September 29,

1941 and signed by Dalicc Probert, HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. Beth of these
mimeogr^Dhed press released will be retained in the files of the Knoxville
Field Division, and the pertinent part of this press release is set out as
follows :

HS

i

"Sixteen union members returned to locals throughout
the South as thr» six-weeks residence tern at the Highlander Folk
Schcol ended Sept. 26th. Among the students was Jchj^frarcia
from Cg3-l;V:

.e., Louth America, second student sen-
': by the Pan-

American Union tc help develop good will in the Americas. The
students received practical training in union leadership. Five
week-end conferences were attended by a total of 156 represen-
tatives of the AF of L and CIO Unions. Conference loaders were:
Richar^^evorall, educational director, International United
Automobile Workers; Xelvcrtcj^^owherd, regional CIO director,
Birmingham; Hono^mlson, Tennessee Mine, 13.11 and Smelter Workers
representative; and Alton Lawrence Southern Labor's Non-Partisan
League representative.

A daily schedule of classes and discussions were led by the
staff, visiting officials, and the students themselves. • . .

Discussion groups were led by: Dr. Flemin^^amcs, Dean. Theo-
logical Seminary, University of the South, Sewunec; Georg^Jtoney,
Farm Security Administration; Williom^aves, regional Wage and
Hour director; Paul Christopher, Sec-Treas. Tennessee Industrial
Union Council; and Franco*offee, Social Security Board. Among
the students were hosiery workers, boatmen, a secretary, a sugar
refinery wcrker, construction workers, a newspaper employee, and
auto worker, arid a postal employee. Living at the school for a week
T/as^fton^^i , rural XWCA secretary from China. . . •

Fro$<iepGr, rational CIO directcr, New Orleans, andJUIfin.
?UGil

f southern representative of IulS&SW, conducted a week-end
cenference on workers' education. For the five New Orleans
students the t^rm was an extension of the educational program
started there four menths earlier by Highlander. Mary Lawrence,
of the Highlander Staff, has returned to Now Orleans to continue
the program a.ith the assistance ef the students selected to study
at Highlander. Similar workers' education programs are being mapped
out for Memphis and Bessemer, Ala.
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Other speakers were: lfl.ke^fenith, Tennessee director of the

Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America; M. G^knderson, IUMM&SW
representative! Jo^45obbs, Chairman Organizing Committee
Chattanooga Central Labor Union; HugJ^ftankin. United Mine Workers
of American district representative; Bethe^^udd, UAW
representative, Ifemphis; 0. Av<%axter, sub-regional director of
the Steel Workers Organizing Committee, Chattanooga; Matty&ynch,
American Federation of Hosiery Workers representative; Freezehmidt,
Textile Workers Union representative^ Rosanw^alker. Retail and
Wholesale Clerks representative, Philadelphia; John^tfuche, CIO
representative. New Orleans; Franj£<£llen, IUML&SW representative;
and Edv;ar^frood.:

tive j ?.irrainghair

International American Newspaper Guild representa-

It is to b: ro.ci that the HOMER Vtfl^CN man.tic^ea in the above
Press Release y.t.5 on.: o.2 t*;e CIO organizers who was flogged at Harriman,
Tennessee. (Kncxvillc File § 44-9).

mimeographed lot^r .'.vc--c-S3ed to the Alumnus* of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
dated July 22, l?.;i it Ucr.^eagle, Tennessee. TaLLIA^UTTHICiC signed
the letter, which waj sent cut for the purpose of obtaining information
concerning the activities of all former students of the HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL in anticipation of the celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of the
School. This letter will be retained in the files of the Knoxville
Field Division. All the Alumnus of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL were
requested to fill out and return an enclosed blank, which requested that
the Alumnus furnish information concerning labor activities, community
organizations, government work, and any other kind of work, studies,
or significant activities conducted by the Alumnus of the HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL.^^^MHHMMP HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL is presonxly j rj t'r.Q process of mimeographing a directory of the
•students of that cxVjol, i::i wiiich a short biography will be given of each
student. This direstcry V;s net been completed as yetJ^BBHV
will endeavor to cV.tr in one of these directories for this office when it is

finished.

Pi /

HIGHLANDER FCLK SCHOOL
sent out a "letter- c?\,:i September 25, 194-1 to all its Alumnus concerning
the third yearly roura-'U to be held at that school from November 28,
through November JC, 19/1. All former students were to be guests of the

School, laore f'e;^iiy ^re to be announced in three weeks, "his letter
was signed by ^KJ^TILKZEL, Alumni Secretary.
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fii//p It is

to be noted that WILLIAM EAVES spoke at the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL on
September 16, 194.1 on "Check up" in Saw Mill and other industries.
Reporting Agent was in Tracy City, Tennessee on September 16, 194-1 and
through C. H. KILBX obtained a circular put out by the HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL concerning thf» talk by "WILLIAM EAVES. Accompanying this circular
was another cn.rc.var sjjrourcing that the regi'lar six wee'cs term would
come to an en I but 'i ::oc:i.ui two weeks term, September 14, to September 27
would bo held so that th'->-?o unable to attend the full six weeks course
could attend the last two weoks. The courses were: Public Speaking,
Dramatics, Parliamentaiv law, Union Problems, Union Publicity and Labor
Legislation. Total ccj+ ."or the full two weeks was ^VicCO, however,
a limited nvjnr.n * cf
also announcii * ?;-'.

SCHOOL on Sep :-.e..-r
<„.*

Louisiana ana k.
f

J hi"

Shelter Vtorkeir ,«•:

unions in Alabama. «

delegations to scona t;ir

retained in tu. ,

rol-;. :-.

Tj".e ":a t .. ' r cii-cular
; "-he :jI'3hiAKr.T-* FOLK.

CSX: itc^.ecn-.? J'roitor,

""»/ lav n hips were availably
:~ -;i.; :'.:?:: titute to bo be-«i

.0 ari ii. f. e^^Ern,
c Tj> 1 f

j
r

]!ntornationa1 Re jresc vi :.-r t.lv^ fc_re , lil11 and
to appeir for this week-end inst?.taT,c. All local
o^ia, Tennessee and Kentucky were urged to send

week-end. Both of the a'Hovo oii-viLa^s rail be
\.oe Enoxville Field Offic;-.

" Vi

0..&

i^^i-J

r as he knew
not any of the

-
student3 v.lio :iav<Tattended HIGHLANDER FOLxC 3<\'.O0L

in the past have come from Grundy County, Tennessee. The graduates of
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL obtain jobs as labor organizers and fl^HHH^^P
that every student whom he knows who went to HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL has

a job. MILES KORTON is in a position to get a man with ability as a labor
organizer a job. In fact HORTCN can place more men that are graduates of
the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL and when all of the graduates of the summer

term at the HIGHLANDS FOLi' SCHOOL had been taken up, HCRTCN still had an
order for eight labor organizers for District 50 of the CIO. GEORGS^ITLER,
a member of the Exe-votive Committee of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL is Presi-

dent of District y.) ci" \\:o -710. At the end of the summer term, KORTON
was looking ar.-aoo r or »:ci ulth ability for Irbor organizers to take these
jobs and war :ooj:'d_o os people who had novsv oven attended the HIGHLANDER
FOLK SCHOOL, "ho j^ t ;< cn-.:oi. term that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL will
hold at the schc-r i -:ilJinp at Montoajto, Teniesjee, this year ended
September 27, 154.1. The nert term \dll be held sometime after the first of

next year, ma /to ;»r W cCa
t
hivever, it might be May or June of next

year before ary.vvo* *j i02i:>ii Fill be hold at Mcntcag?.e, Tennessee.

zzz-

SsJBSS

V Sept: .:.'-.rr 24, 1941, the Birmingham Field C-ifr co telephoned
this office on.' .n

,

v_.-.;;a that in connection with the strike* \nt-n being held
against the 31j .:'-. r<\:c Post at Birmingham, Alabama, ho had obtained from a
confidential soiroo '„£ information that YELVERTO!^fcoKHERD,. an attorney
at Birmingham, Alaooma, and a union organizer, T. C. McVEA, an attorney
and union organizer, JEAl^OYER, EB^feLFER and HAROLptfELFsR, the latter

being a writer for the Birmingham Post and a leader of the strike, would

^8-

vr-.^^^



c

depart from Birmingham on September 24, 1941 enroute to tte HIGHLANDER
FOLK SCHOOL in order to present the strike to the students of that school,
at a meeting to be held on the evening of September 24, 1941* It "was the
understanding of the Birmingham Office that COWHERD and MOIER rrould

probably make an address relative to the Labor Laws of the United States,
The Birmingham Office advised that ED HELPER and_ HA-RCLD HELFSR are suspected
of being communist. Confidential Informant]
contacted,

'%<

'L

•^BT- ij>

ij
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Surveillance of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL was conducted
by Social Agent £| ^^HMP and the -writer on October 5, 194-1 from
1:15 P. K. , to 4:05 P. M. , and during this time a 1941 Buick sedan bearing
New York license plates number 7W-7463, which is JdlLES HORTON's car,
was parked in frontof the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL* At approximately 3;00
P. M. , a blue Plymouth sedan bearing 1941 Tennessee license plates 4-24615,
arrived and was parked in front of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. A man dressed
in khaki shirt and pants went into HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL where he remained
for the rest of this time. No other cars appeared up to 4t05 P« M« and
inasmuch at it appeared that no meeting was being held tho surveillance was
discontinued at 4_:Q5 P. M. , however, at 6:00 P. H. , and again at 8:00 P. M.

,

the writer was in the vicinity of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL and observed
tb.it although the two cars previously mentioned wore still there, no other
cars had arrived, nor wore there any further indications that a meeting was
to be had at the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.
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KILEY, as Councillor cf the Junior Order cf the United

American Mechanics, Tracy City Council Nc. 277, Tracy City, Tennessee,

was instrumental in orcanizins a croup coneistine; cf representatives

cf the Junior Order of American Mechanics and other cr^anizations

for the purpose of pa^n™ an "en masso visitation" by the citizens

of Grundy County tc the IHGHLJEGH FOLK SCHOOL on November 12, 191+0.

Accerdinc to KILSY nc violence ^jas intenue-.: ty this visitation, however,

the IIIGliUuXIi POLK SCHOOL learned of the intended visitation and v/arned

the National Headquarters of the Junicr Order of American Mechanics

that they would be held responsible for any damage, incurred either to

the KLGKL/JiDSTt TOLK SCHOOL or any of the members of its staff by this

visitation. The national Headquarters of the Junior Order of American

Mechanics advised KILBY that ho could not act in the name of their

-organization. 1IILBY then formed the Grundy County Crusaders, T.ho
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visitation wcs finally called off and instead seven representatives
of the Grundy County Crusaders and seven representatives of the HIGHLANDER
FOLK SCHOOL had a conference at St. Luke's at the University of the South
ct Se-.7zr.3o, Tennessee, A representative in rclatinc what took place
at this conference said that the *I.*entors not the intelli£ontsia of tlio

IHGHL'^DIZl FOLK SCHOOL and wore out talked".

'pamphlet
prepared by the KEGHLJIDSH K^Li: SCHOOL and entitled *An attack of the
Grundy County Crusaders on the KIGJiLrJJLidK i'OLIC SCHOOL" which is a summary
completed December IB, 191+0, v;as examined. This pamphlet described the
proposed march by the Grundy County Crusaders as follows:

On November 1, 1940, Alvin L. Henderson sent a letter addressed
to JA-IBS DUJERCTSKI to the HIGlILidlDLR FOLK SCHuCL saying that he would
like to visit the school to find cut \ftiat it was dcing and attempting to
do. He surestJd Tuesday, Hevomber 12, 19l£\at 7:30 P. m*., as a tir..e for
him and several cf his friends to drop in at' the school. On November 8,

19U0 JJd^G D0L3PiCV.T,i;i answered saying that the IHGHLViJDEJi FOLK SCHOOL
would be clad to have liSiJDEHSCJ* and one or two friends for dinner on
Novombor 12, l$Lfl at 6;00 P. U. The ni^ht of November 6, 19i+0,

JCIIK UcDCUGAj/CuIUvS of the Nashville Tennossean, Nashville, Tennessee,

telephoned the HZGllUdlDZd r'OLK SCilCCL and asked "Is it true you have

been notified of the mass march that is to be staged against you on
Tuesday ni-ht?". At this time the school did net know anything about
the proposed march. 3uT&75 then read a letter that he had received on
tho second, from C, 11. KILBY as Secretary to the Vice-President of the

Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company and Councillor Chairman of tho

Junior Order of United Ano-rican I*cchanic3, Tracy City Council ]Jc. 277.
This letter was a description cf tho proposed "L£ss march cf Grundy
County Citizenry" and a solicitation fcr the Tonnesscan to send a man to

cover it. Tho school later learned that copies of those letters wore
also sent to the Nashville Banner and the Chattanooca Times. On
November 9, 19U©, a member of the staff of the iUGKL/UIDIS POLK SCHOOL
interviewed C. H. KILBY and KII3Y admitted that Henderson really was
notified of the intended march. KILBY at that tine denied having
communicated with the Tcnncsscan. This pamphlet coes cn anc^ in a factual
-way manages tc put the Grundy County Crusaders and KILBY in a bad li^nt
ccncorninc the proposed march and presented a ratlier convincing fact

that the Grundy County Crusaders is backed by the Tennessee Consolidated

Coal Company. This pamphlet ties up 7/. U^Tcx, president of the Palmer

*'.\,rkers of the United line Workers of America with the Tennessee Consolidated

Coal Company. It also roftrs to what are described as Smears cf HIGHLt'u'HJER

FOLK SCn-XL, which are Smears of the Nashville Tonnesscan in which JOHN

UcDOUGAL BURNS, a reporter of the Nashville Tonnesscan, describes himself

as an amiable Texas school teacher attondin^* some cf the courses of the
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at IHttHLAilDEIi FOLK SCHOOL and -wrote a series of articles
in October 1939 describing the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL as a center

for spreading of Communistic Doctrine for thirteen southeastern
states. This pamphlet denied that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL has ever

been affiliated with the Communist Party or any other party. It stated

that the IUGKIAISDHu FOLK SCHOOL does not draw financial support from the

Communist Party or any other political group. The Smear of the Nashville
Banner in which Richard Batte, Banner reporter, in September 191+0 came to

Llonteagle, Tennessee, and declared that Eleanor Roosevelt had earned the

contempt of Grundy County by contributing to the school is also referred
to in this pamphlet* Eleanor Roosevelt gave a scholarship of $100,00
to the school/ The HIGHLANDER FOLIC SCHOOL remarked that Jamej^^ahlman,
Editor of the Nashville Banner, championed the Republican cause last
campaign and that Stahlman was seeking a way to discredit Franklin D,

Roosevelt, Large numbers of these pamphlets wore distributed gratis
to students of the unions of the south and to 'members of No, 5081 of
the United iiLne "Workers of America (Palmer Workers). This pamphlet
also contained an excerpt from the December 9j 19U0 issue of the

Now Republic, entitled "A Good School Under Fire". VI B has

furnished this office with a re-print of this article in the Now Republic,
which will be retained in the files of the Knoxvillo Office. This article
describes the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL as a labor school with the chief
purpose of taking promising trade union members and oquiping them better
to help their organizations fight for improved conditions for the work-
ing man. In addition to this primary purpose, the school attempts to
aid the people of the little community where it is located and conducts
a nursery school for people nearby and has sponsored several cooperative
undertakings for them. It also has an extension division which does field
7/ork of several kinds in cities near and far. This article states that
there lias been a long and vicious campaign in Tennessee to destroy the
SCHOOL and that most of the newspapers of the entire surrounding territory
have repeatedly lied about the school, on such a scale that the falsifi-
cations cannot be attributed to an innocent misunderstanding. The charges
have boon that the school was *' communistic, w and that it v;as misleading the
young people. According to this article Dr. JAKES D01SR0WSKI, director of

the school, has denied all these charges and has indicated his willingness,

if it could be proved that the school is un-American or is detrimental to
the community and to iho people it serves, to put an and tc its work,

but nobody has ever brought forward even a fragment of evidence that the
charges are true. This article states that behind the attempt to destroy
the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL were the reactionary employers throughout the

entire south; the men v*ho object tc the school because it trains people
to beccmo successful leaders of strong trade unions. Locally, there is

reason to believe that the Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company has had
a great deal to do with' the attack. According to this article, the

r$*
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Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company has for years dominated Grundy
County, bat in 1958, for the first time, a group of county officials

wore elected who wore not subservient to the coal company, and the school
faculty was active during the campaign in support of these candidates.

The article continues "A few weeks ago, feeling was stirred
up to such a pitch that a vigilante group calling themselves the Grundy
County Crusaders planned to march against the school. If this had bean dene,
blood would certainly have been shed. At the last minute, the vigilante
loaders wore persuaded instead to confer with the school officials. As
a result of this five-hour conference, the tension was relieved somewhat.
But there is danger that it will rise again; there are plenty of people
in Tennessee who don't want a school that prepares efficient spokesmen
for labor, and will steep. to alinest anything to destroy it."

.£::,::<
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KILEY advised that he has heard that the HIGHLANDER FOLIC

SCHOOL has purchased a new plot of land and that they intend to build

another building and stated that if the HTGHLuMER FOLK SCHOOL dees this,

the Grundy County Crasaders will not wait for the Federal Bureau of

Investigation or any one else tc do anything about the matter. KILBY

szys that the foundations of these now buildings will never be laid

and that he vdll not restrain the Grundy County Crusaders but indicated

that he would probably be -with them. It is net believed that KILBT

meant v.
rhat he said concerning the new buildings of the HIGHLANDER FOLK

SCHOOL but the incident is reported to indicate the type of mind that

KILEY has.

KILBY was contacted at Tracy City, Tennessee and he advised

that IIYLSS HOITOi: drives a I9J4I black Chevrolet, four-door sedan with

191+1 Ilev: Ycrk license plates. It was later ascertained that the number

of these plates is TV-lUtf- KILBY further advised that the Young

^..nunist League meiibership book that he ha, 1 obtained in the course of

i.:iw-:stication cane frou the Loac of Priest Ifeeks, her,teazle, Tennessee.

IHL3Y had not contacted Priest ivloeks because Locks is vary old and

lives in the vicinity of the ISGKIaIiTEP. FOLK SCHOOL and KILBY felt that

he v/culd be afraid to talk. This Xcunr CtiSounict League mer.iborship

book was obtained for IIILBY frcn the hene of Priest Keeks by a nan by
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the name of Schriver, who formerly lived at liontoaglc, Tennessee, but

has since moved. This Young Communist League membership book is presently

in the possession of the IJioxville Field Office and vri.ll be retained in

the Knoxville File entitled, Young Communist League, Vocrhis Act,

(Kn.xville File No. 102-5). This membership bock is No. R-305 and was
issued en August 1, 1935 to 4HBpHHBF LJonteagle, Tennessee-, whose

occupation is lifted as a fanner. There is a notation en the membership
book that tlu person to whom this book was issued joined the YCL in 1935*

The membership bt-ok was sipnjc1 by Frcuij^Burry as District Organizer for

the Ycuns Communist L3a£uo, and there yns an admission stamp for 5$

attached to the membership book however, there wer
memberships were paid.

nc stamps indicating

KILBY" has '-alien thirty-two affidavits from various people

concerning the Jtt&T-EUIJEEIl FOLK SCHOOL, thirty of which have been signed

and sworn to befor? a notary public. KILBY had thre^ copies of each

affidavit made and has promised to furnish this office with one copy of

each affidavit. If this is dene, they will be retained in the files of

the Knoxville Office. The pertinent parts of these affidavits, applicable

to the IHGIIL/JJDETv FOLK SCHOOL, are set cut as follows:

-120-
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4eMrHHH|^BMH| AllardJ,
Tennessee, advises J0S3PK
torn and raised in the vicir.it;

Tennessee and is a farmer, joining So-:. ^

cialiet Party in 1934, and although not
a founder gave some of his lend to the
Highlander Polk School to erect "building,

about six honths later" "becoming disgust-.

ed with, their behavior, asking them to

lecve, whereupon the school established
itself at Mont eagle, Tennessee. STCC£TQK ri3 .....

wife ran for Governor of Tennessee in 1936.,
on the Socialist ticket. Since STOCETQU
esked the school to leave, his nail ha b

decreased to only personal mail, hut he
used to receive American Guardian. STOCXTOK
has, upon many occasions stated he was
friendly toward Russia, hut i6 not dis-
seminating literature or propaganda, is
not forceful enough to antagonize people
in that vicinity and is not "believed to he
engaged in unAnerican activities. No
criminal record Fentress County, Ten-
neseee.

7a »*2S l961 £q<^
., ESi'ZESirCBs Beport of Special Agent

Memphis, Tennessee dated 10-17-41
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ie advised
that ST0CKT01T was torn and raised in Allardt, Tennessee

and further that he had lived in that vicinity all of
his life.

^K informed that STOCKTON'S wife was,

to the best of his understanding, horn in California hut
she, too, had lived practically all of her life in the ../

vicinity of Allardt, Tennessee. The writer was further
advised that STOCKTON has alvmys "been a farmer in that

vicinity and in 1934 he joined the Socialist Party. . -^P advised that at this tine STOCKTON received con-

siderable meil in connection with the Socialist Party.

^P further stated that Allardt i*' an '

;

- J "v

extremely small town, taking in a postal radius of "

approximately eight miles and serving some eight hundred
farmers. STOCKTON, during the year 1934 contacted quite '

e number of these farmers with the intention of forming .-

a cooperative store in that vicinity hut was unsuccessful

in getting such a store organized.

^I^MI advised the writer that it was along

about the same time that STOCKTON agreed to give the

Highlander Polk School some of his farm land f or the '

purpose of erecting school buildings/thereon. £BHH|
stated that the founders of thiw Jonool, to_±he_b_est of

his knowledge, consisted of 1JIX$p03S0i^J^lUB^T2
-H^ilS, Ci;;

:

3S
/
fI)bi

:

3H0WSKI, RUPESdf.fifl.M-6K and £ALCQItf

^KISHOLM. PHBHI further etatfed that' he knew definitely

that STOCKTON v/ae not a founder of the above school and

that in all probability STOCKTON was contacted by PETER

"^"ECF.TOi; or DC13H0WSKI who is connected with the Social-

ist party.

cane to Allardt ma
stated that the above mentioned persons

there started erecting a building on "
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STOCKTON'S farm, which they Intended to use as a school. ''.

MHM said the t 'these individuals, while they were in -

Allardt, were doing the actual labor on this building '-

themselves, and were living on the premises. '->;*-* ••

'

"- '- -
' ''. '*

. : • '

"'

Besides the ahore mentioned jyersons, therri' ..;>,;

were two or possibly three other women, whose names ixe

did not know, whose names he did not know, who were also' ,

living on the STOCKTONS farm and also that ELIZABETH

HA^S had married an organizer for the CIO Hosiery Workers.

flMV^-Id not know the name of this CIO organizer.

fl^H^P further advised the writer that

'after the cbove mentioned people had teen on STOCKTON'S ^-

farm for approximately six months, he asked them to

leave because they were living with each other 1 s witfes

and one of them, Ju6t which one he did not know, was.
.

living with the wife of one of STOCKTON'S hired hands.

MHV advised it vas after this that the

rbove mentioned persons proceeded to Monteagle, Tennessee

and erected a school there, adding it was his understand-

ing that they were presently engaged in the operation

of this school.

further stated "that in hi 6^ opinion\

this school was composed entirely of Communists and he \

was surprised to read in one of the newspapers that KES«

FRAililK D. ROOSEVELT had given money tovrard the support

of this Institution. He said it was his understanding

that it web the purpose of this school to teach labor •'

organizers and added that during the time they were at

Allardt they did very little of anything and spent most

of their time on.the outside of the building with few
'

clothes on. '•
> .-"

. V*

said it was hie opinion that STOCKTOK

vcs not a founder or organizer of this school, hut being

a very generous individual r/cs only trying to help them

rnd started by giving them' a place to erect the necessary

school building. The rriter vrr.s further advised that

STOCKTON'S wife ran for the Governor of the State of

Tennessee in 1956 on the Socialist ticket and that
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"both BTOCKT'OE and )iie wife 'had' contact ed' various indi-

viduals around Allardt requesting that they attend an
address "being given "by EASi jgROWEJCR*

,
:

:

.

.«,-;.. *x>'-'.

:l-4%-

1

Is i ;i -

-r- VC

u*i'- //*

_ further stated it was only last week
that STOCKTOK told him he was "friendly toward Russia*

'.

and flH advised the writer that although he could ,-i.^;:,

not remember any direct quotation made by STGCKIOB, with v«-
:

"'

the above exception, that STCCETOK gave him the impression
that he thought the Russian system of Government was good* >-•.P said that STQCETOi: had on numerous
occasions tried to get him to read hooks on Russia and
advised"that the only one he could remember was a hook '-..'-'

written "by a former Lieutenant-Commander of the United
States Eavy "by the name of SIBLEY. '• "N. _

^^P advised the writer that at the

present and for the past two years or bo, BTOCKTOK. ......

has received only personal xaril, whereas he used to

;-et a lot of literature of a Socialistic nature, the

o nly one of whi ch fliH^P could r ememh e r wa s a pap er by
the name of "American Guardian" which is published at

'---''•

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

The irriter was further advised that STOCKTOB /
does not have eny meetings at his hous e and has never "been";

heard to make, to the best of 0HHHP knowledge, any un-
American statements.

described STCCETOE as follows:

Kame
Address
Age
Height
Weight •

'
'-

Inild
Hair

"'

lyes
Complexion
Occupation
Political affiliations
Scars and marks
Nationality

JOSEPH EELLEY ST0CK20E
Allardt, Tennessee
66

325 .-.

.Stout

Brown - bald
Unknown
Buddy '..'''.

Parmer
Socialist party
17one noticeable
American

)'v

t

—

.

;
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Jrlo described KRS. JOSEPH
as follows:

Address ... >.*''' :*

^re ;: -:

Height -•.•• ;*/.
Weight ..-.'./-

Build ' .'.'' ..%'^'W-
Eair .

.'.-•"

Eyes v
'"'

-
.

Complexion
Political affiliations

Allardt, Tennessee • ,-;/ • /-^v;.;.,

60 J.
' ' ; :-?

-

;4 ''*v -.
-

"r*?*i

6'6» ' -*.">* 'i'"
v

"*V.' A v->
115 .... ,.-.:"

' -.„;. :
"".>;

Sliav ^-i •;•:;,'.. ; ^\\--*:-^.:^
Blond •''''' *':.-

.

:*

.Blue ••'.,''.-.:.. -....,-

Light .ft
"'

Socialist

I

A?'*':***

u..^

^7C

- i

On.*

advised the writer that Jr. his opinion i^Z^Z^~^ ' member ^
of the Jberican Legion, whose father had liveoTin that

town all of his life and whose loyalty to his countryvas
-

unquestioned, "be contacted for additional information

concerning ST0CET0K. * " --.- * - •
-*—..**•—

WHHHHI^BI VHHHIH^BBP American Legion

©ember, upon contact at the post Office advised-that ... — ,„,

while the above mentioned school was carrying on in Allardt, -

Tennessee a number of the persons connected therewith would
ask him to attend Norman Thomas's lectures which he was

giving at Allardt, but added,that they did not pass oat

cny literature of any description. _
-

.,
--.

^PadTiBed that it is his opinion that

SIOCKTOi: is in favor of the type of Government in use ''

in Russia, but none of the statements made by Stockton ,-.

concerning this natter could be recalled.HHV • ;*/.,•.

advised that STOCET0K is not forceful enough to antagonize'

the people in that vicinity and further that he gives no

evidence of bejng engaged in unAaerican activities.
.."- ' .<"*'•-

. AT JJUIESTCWE, T3K12SSES*
' '"';}''

^^^HHI^HHHHP^entress County,

Tennessee, upon contact advised that STOCKTON has no

criminal record in that county, and further that he

enjoys r good reputation except for the fact that he

is reported to be a Socialist. ^B^ further stated
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4^

4'tC*

that in his opionion STOCKTOK was born and raited in vS J

Fentress County and added that approximately, twenty ..:'.

years ago, STOCETOK served as County Trustee, /but since, '..

that tine has Deen engaged solely as a farmer. 4H0*
further stated that ST0CEPO2T does not distribute any v
literature at the present time, and the last literature

which he did distribute approximately five years ago

was a paper celled the "American Guardian".

(B further advised the writer that he had never

heard SI'OOETOE or heard of SxOCKTOlC making any unAmerican
statements and in his opinion STOCETOi; is a harmless indi-

vidual.

E K &

«.";.!.'" "; ^*
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>C Report of Special ."Agent 1

Kem-his, Tennessee dated 1-8-43
HIGHLA1SDER FOLK SCHOOL
IETERICAL SEOURITI - C

H

fe
r-- -J

U13EVELCPED LEADS '»... -<

TEE lCSMPHIS FIELD DIVISION

AT KASEVILLE, TEHSSSEE

Will contact the Governor of the State of Tennessee
and. see whether he recalls the Americanization Xoonittee for
the State of Tennessee having turned over tc him relative :

to the Coorrinistic Activities of the Highlander Polk School
of Konteagle, Tennessee. Will ohtain any pertinent informa-
tion therein in the event the file is located,

.

E S D I ST G

•f .:.

* * *.
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. ?ral Bureau of Snuesttgatu

United ftatrs Brparttnrnt of Justice

Knoxville, Tennessee
January 19, 19^2

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

o
RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

INTERNAL SECURITY - R

ST-

*

Bear Sir:

Reference is Blade to the BupaaVs letter of
January 2, 19^2, Please be advised that MYLEaTHORTON, Director •

of the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tennessee, has agreed
to furnish this office all copies of "The Highlander Fling". It
vill he noted that this puhli cation is issued quarterly instead
of monthly as previously reported. Please advise by reference
to Vol. # and No. # of any issues of the y'Highlander Fling" which
you desire in order to complete the Bureau files. This office
vill make every effort to ohtain all back issues, as veil as
securing all future issues of this publication.

Very truly youra,

V. A, MURPHY
Special Agent -in Charge

"51-12

.6
A

r u fr

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . N
DATF rJbYlrf BYSPF6W0$
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33mfrd Staffs Bepartment at fustics

Knoxville, Tennessee
January 19, 19^2

-.f - ."' * '

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

O
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sir:

fcfc

W*' -' 1
B*ir-< i

"

^^jf^fc-*'.

*

:

i

'

yv
'

a

There is being enclosed herewith a photostatic copy
of a program and card announcing a musical program sponsored
by the Washington Committee for the Highlander Folk School,
Monteagle, Tennessee, on PTiday evening, December 6, 191*0,
at Pierce Hall located at Fifteenth and Harvard Streets
Northwest, Washington, D. C.

The original program and card, which were obtained
from C. H.>KILBY, Secretary to the Manager of the Consolidated
Coal Company, at Tracy City, Tennessee, are being maintained
in the files of the Knoxville Field Division.

No information has been received which would indicate
that the sponsors listed on this program are connected with
the school in any way.

Very truly yours,

49*-"

W. A. MURPHI
Special Agent In Charge

«IAT
L-12

Enclosure

JC/

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

A''

i ._
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The Washington Committee for the

Monteagle, Tennessee
r

PRESENTS

"America Was Promises" Archibald MacLeish

Solo

Voices

"And they lynched him Words-Katherine Garrison Chap:n

on a tree" - - Music -William Grant Still

A ballad poem lor o tharus

Louise Burge

Washing:jh Choral Society

Di. Louis Pctter, Director

Howara University Glee Club
Proi Rcy W. Tibb*. Director

Hazel Shulze, Accompanist

Mountain and Workers' Ballads Zilphla Horton

Negro and Folk Songs - - Houdie Leadbeatter (Leadbelly)

Friday Evening, December 6/1940
AT EIGHT THIRTY O'CLOCT

PIERCE HALL

FIFTEENTH AND HARVARD STREETS NORTHWEST

WASHINGTON, D. C

SPONSORS

MJ»s Mary Andereon

Hon- -md ¥«- Benhrtm Bald*-

Jusi.* *»d Mr*. Huijo fticjrk

Mr. and Mr*. John Camody
Hon. and Mr*. John Cottee

Hon. and Mm. |ehn Collier

Mis* Harriet Elliott

Hon and Mr*. Lee Geyer

Hon. end Mr* Leon r>*nder»on

Mr. Sidney Hllnmaa --••

Secretary and Mr*. Cordetl Hul

Secretary and Mr*. Harold kk«
Dr. Mora> j» I .hnecei

Mi** Kathryn Lewie

Mr*. Howell Moorehead
Mr. and Mr*. Duncan Phillip*

Mr. and Mr* Gifiord Pinchot

Mr*. Franklin D. Roosevelt

Miss Hilda Smith

Mr. and Mf». L Corrin Strong

Dr. and Mr*. John Studebaker

Hon. and Mr*. Jerry Voorhi*

COMMITTEE

Rev. Ernest A. De Bordenave R*v. A. T. Molleaen

Mn. Charlee Collier Miss Mary Price

Mie. Clifford Dun M'» Ma,colm Roe*

Mr Cbaile* Handy ..
Mr* Michael StraightMi. l*ai«* nanay

, ^^^ Y w-bb

RESERVATIONS—Charles Handy. 609 Carpenter* Building

, ., Washington, D. C. REpublic 2511

{foot the seating capacity is limited kindly make your reservations a* early

at possible. See enclosed card

"^V^j^g"^

«k~
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Mr.

Mr.
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Mr.

K

Special A*en% In Charge
Knorrillet Tenneeeea

Dear Sin *

/^
Beferenee ie md« to roar letter data* Jnawrj 19,

1942
f
In the. abore entitled Matter, *ftich referred tfc Bureau

letter dated Jsnaary 2 # 1942 # and adrieed that Wrlee Hortoa,

Director of the Highlander Folk School at Kentea^le, Tennetaaa,

has agreed to famish yoor office witfc copies jf their pooll-

eatiom *the Highlander Tlim** .r
:

.
• Mr : '•—

*. %-.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Terr truly jronr* t

John TA&r Koore*
Ttfxector

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

; .u'JA AILED a

"xJ F& 6
^ J942 >

P M "T..

FEDERAL BUREAU OF W/KTISATiON
u. s.-

v/
^J^^J

2
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BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
fxwm No. 1
This case originated at

V*

•^

/^" A

V

A *

Ab

KNQXVILLE, TENNESSEE
REPOirr MADE AT

LOCTISVILLE, KENTUCKY
Trrtj:

DATEWHEN MAM

1/24/42

Louisville file no.
63;_^2

period for
which mack

11/5/41

HIGHLANDER FOI* SCHOOL

REPORT MADE BY

character or cacc '•'•>'
,

ttTERHAL 8ECURITT -

- • ;<iOPS!S OF FACTS:

/

REFEREHCE i

DETAILSt

(j

f

]C-
ia *° one b* ***• n£UM of
there la an Ana k« 4-v«±. .

Ho person by the name of _
at Berea College or in the" 1S6wn of
Berea* Indioes checked against all *%/nMWS mbmitted an^Toaee located

J)

^

c, y
0BBBI Covlrfgton, Kentucky and X'ft

'

*B HHHHbV Lexington, "

Kentucky. Indices checked with
negative results relatire to fl|B^B«"* WWORMATION CONTAII

Report of Special AgJ^^j^^tSLBY^S^n
Knoxville, Tennessee, dated6/^l. ' cM?6

at berea, ramrcKTi

Chief of Police EARL THOMAS HATES advised that there

V

2

there is no one by that naae in or about Berea.

oonneoted with Berea College and that <**" *
or about R*i»m. 'bc

rh««v^ .***?* *adi0M of **• I->ui«ville Field Division were
S

in'^fiieir
aanas sub,aitted -* *• foiiow^ —« «rs.«i 3

?,-

' l Apfl 25 isn
i^P«vJVKD AND
FORWAftDfp.

r ~JZ^<
ifr Bureau cV^
2 Ifeaphis (inforfgation)
2 Knoxrille

~
2 Louisville I I

"

iT) iN 5-
li

^^32 "RJ-ICOHT 1 :"^>
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Wtberal Bureau of Itturstfgatton

United ftntrs Drpartmrnt of duattr?

Knoxville, Tennessee
January 28, 19^2

•*,

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

t

P2:^SlGELAITOEE FOIZ SCHOOL
OTEHKAL SECUF3TY - C

Dear Sir:

.^JiyL^^OCTpST^irector of the Highlander Polk
School at Monteagle"" Tennessee, at request of this office, sent
a report of the Executive Council meeting held January 12, 19^2
and the 19^1 annual report of the Highlander Folk School con-
siBting of 25 pages to this office. The contents of these re-
ports are being submitted in summary form. The originals are
being retained in the files of the Knoxgi^ij ' Fie

The Highlander Folk tffi&ft^Hecu-
January 11, 19^2, the following members being pr
PAUL rAcHBISTOPHZR,\ Executive Secretary, Tennes
BOEAHy Southern Director, District 50, UMJ.'A; 1

Federation of Hosiery t/orkeis organizer and Eig

sr's'
i

_lvTe"ion.

LL

.err p^^RTStSa^oQF JUSTICE

alumni reTpresentativefJJJCYjl^SOH^ CIO public reiki lluik. yeureounua- ~7 ^"

tiv'e; JO^IdOBES, chairman organizing committee, Chattanooga Central i»J

Trades ana Labor Council. Seven members of the Hi^ilaiidfii

^ere also present, and visitors included Heverend and Mrs.- FLaCENG
fifyZZ. St. Luke's Seminary, Sewanee, Tennessee; BETKEH'JUDD and
imPTYV.'ATKinp of District 50, IMfA; HAPDJCOX/ president, TlMKA

local,* former, Tenneesee. At this meeting the iixecutive Council
proposed to the Office of Civilian Defense that the school be used
as a southern training center. The suggestion came from the High-
lander staff and has the endorsement of the state CIO. The Council
also outlined a tentative program for 19^2 which will make the
school available for civilian defense training at any time. Ap-
proval was given for a summer school for the Southern Automobile
Vorkers, sponsored December of 19^1 by RICHAKDitiLTERALL/ educational
director, International TJAW - CIO; and a special District 50 UMVA
school M rch 50 to April 12, The extension program in Hew Orleans
an^ Menphit are to be continued. An extension of the teaching and
secretarial staff vas authorized, and plans were made for a tenth

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

sfeMJIR*,

^
jro *rn zb 1&61

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

^ iiMFllF
IS UNCI

BY* N
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anniversary celebration to be held at the school at the end of
the summer tern. It was reported that in response to a recent
communication in support of the Murray Industry Plan, the presi-
dent of the CIO wrote: "It is of considerable significance to
have the support of your school, in view of the widespread in-
fluence which it exercises among the working people of the South."
At this meeting the annual report of the Highlander Folk School
prepared by JAl-E^^D0M3R0WaO)tfa8 presented. This report is sum-
marized as follows r "

TO THE FRIENDS OF HIGHLANDER

The energies of Highlander will be directed to
the defeat of the Axis and the destruction of Fascism. A pro-
posal that the resources of the Highlander Folk School be used
as a defense training center for Union lenders received the en-
dorsement of the Tennessee State Industrial Union Council's
executive board on January 4, 1942. It is expected to be approved
by A.F. of L. and Railroad Brotherhood Unions. If approved by
Washington, this program will receive the major emphasis in 1942.
Total enrollment for the year 194l was 2^2 students, including 156
who attended week-end conferences, A notable accomplishment was
the extension work done by Miss MAExVlajJRANCE in New Orleans and
by EA£KyIlA£E2R in Memphis, Other extension work was done in
iViny other parts of the South. Craft work in the community was
expanded under direction of MARIA ySTEKZRfr. The Summerfield
Cooperative continued to thrive. JOAN PAYJIE, director of the
Nursery School, had a successful year./ <5ur alumni now occupy
plrcee of leadership and responsibility in unions throughout the
S-.uth.

SPRING TERM

The Spring Term for Workers. May 12 - 24, 1941,
was attended by 14 full-time students and 14 part-time students,
from five southern states, representing eight international unions,
Week-end conferences on southern problems brought 8l additional
persons to the school representing 23 national unions from all
branches of labor. The regular staff was composed of MARY LAWRANCE,
ZIIPEIA\pORTOIV and JAMES DOMBRQUSICI. This staff waB supplemented
by lecturers that included JOHN I. JOIES, director of Labor rs

*

Nan-Partisan League; VHXIAJ-d rJlVES,^ Regional Director, Vrgee and
Hours Administration; HOLLIS V«\REI3}, legislative representative
of the Railroad BrotherhocfcLs ana Chairman of the Tennessee Common-
wealth Federation; P/.ULiR.i CHRISTOPHZE, 1 executive secretary of the
CIO in Tennessee; IITnlS ^JOIJLS, A. F. of T., Fisk University;
VTTiTIAiXIQSrJI-jji chairman Atlantic 1 Industrial Union Council and



member
Profess />r

ALTO^/wrKENCL,
Le

UAW; I1/U?GAICtYlAM0J!T, writer; WAITER WjTENSTRAUfH,
of Industrial ^Engineering, Columbia University; and

southern representative of labor's Non-Partiean

SUMMER TERM

The six-weeks summer session, August 18 to September

22, 19^1, vas attended by 16 students from seven states and one
foreign country. Louisiana had 5 students, Tennessee h

f
District

of Columbia 2, 1 each from Oklahoma, Texas, Illinois, and New York.
Five week-end conferences were attended by a total of 1^6 repre-
sentatives. Conference leaders were PJCEARDJDEVE^ALL,* educational
director, UAW; ALLOT! IcEEIL. southern director, Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers UpicAi;_^XT\PE:{PER, regional director of the CIO,

New Orleans ; JOEl DOBBS, chairman of the organizing committee,
Chattanooga Central Labor Uhr'.on; YELvT^ONlCOWHEED^ regional CIO
director, Birmingham; ALTOII IAWEENCE, aputnern representative,
Labor's Non-Partisen League-; and BETHEIi, JUDD, of the United Auto-
mobile Workers. Special conferences wepe conducted for the recently
organized Ford local at Memphis, textile workers, and an Axe Handle
Workers Industrial Union in the neighboring county. Discussion
groups were led by Dr. FIiEMING,UAI£S, Dean of Theological Seminary,

University of the South, Sevanee, Tennessee; GEORGE STONSY, Farm
Security Administration; WILLIAM LAVES, Wage and Hour director;
PAUL CEPJSTOPHER, Tennessee Industrial Union Council; and FRANK
COFFEE, Social Security Board. Other speakers were MTTCTf.SMITH,
Tennessee director of the /malgamated Clothing Workers or America;
M. C.V.I33ETS0I1,| IUMM and &t representative; HUGE ^AlK^N, UMWA
district representative; 0. S.JtBAXTEK/ sub-regional director_fi£
SWOCj MATT LYIJCH, American Federation of Hosiery Workers ; LFF?;p

\ SCSI^V United Textile Workers of America; HOSAlffiE fc-JAUC^P, Retail
^and Wholesale Clerks, Philadelphia; JOHN fcEUCHE,1 CIu representative,
Hew Orleans; FFAinilALLSIv HMM L SVJ, Bessemer; SITJAFD.p/boDS, Inter-
national /xicrican/ffevspaper Guild representative, Birmingham;
VIRGINIA F0CTI3/PrJPlR,» vice-chairman of the National Committee to
abolish the Po"il Tax, Alexandria, Virginia.

.

WRITERS' WORKSHOP

The third annual workshop for writers was held
July 2o to August 9, 19^1 and brought together 12 students from
six southern states and from Illinois, New York, and the District
of Columbia. This workshop was under the direction of the High-
lender Folk School staff with LEON ^WILSON as director. Fiction
vae taught by MApyl LAPpLEY, former teacher of creative writing at
Hood College, Maryland. The majority of the /Students wrote and
finished at least two stories each. CHARLES(FERGUSON, associate



§ editor of the Readers 1 Digest , IE^n/jQfiJg, faculty member of

J Miesouri State Teachers College^ffimp^ ZOll/ Washington Bureau
'1

' manner of the Federated Prebe, H. Cj NI£pN, of Vanderbilt
University, WILLIAM B| ^fcDAJJIEL, regional technical consultant

^jon the WPA writers program were guest speakers during the sees ion.
--"'' The following served as sponsors: WILLIAM S/ KNICKERBOCKER, editor

.of the Sewanee Review; JULIA |COLLI£R|HARRIS,/of Chattanooga; CK3i;
lGRI22J,yMILLOIJ /BRAND, v BABETTEJDEUTSGH: and

l

'' '"

WORK CAMP

-A

*#

The fourth summer work camp that took over the
Highlander plant during the month of July was sponsored jointly
"by the International Student Service and the Highlander Folk
School. The staff consisted of iMr. and Mrs. ASA {STARKWEATHER,
of the Fieldstone Sohopjj _HARKY'tLASKER, DLLLARJAKING, EMU,

XVIIilMET? and^JA^sl^O^ROUS^X Part-time staff members were
ZIIJBIA. ?I0ICT0N7lSpiMSTEIEgL, and LEONpOISON. Seventeen college
stuaente spent the month -of July in hard manual labor and intensive
study in the social and economic problems. The morning was devoted
to manual labor, the afternoon to a study program of the mountain
community which provided the material for a careful study for the
major problems of the South. Field trips were made to a TVA dam,

a national forest, a textile center In Alabama, a Federal home-
stead project, and a blast .furnace. Evenings were spent in folk
dancing and singing. FPANJSEARS, Swarthmore College, LEONEIrEIBE^,
Vassar College, and HOWARDJSAMUE^Y, Cornell University, particular-
ly praised the work of this work camp.

JUNIOR UNION CAMP

Twenty-three boys and girls between the ages of
6 and 15 attended Highlander's second camp for children of union
members during the two weeks from June 9 to June 23, 19^-1 . ZJLPHIA
HELTON and MAPGAPET |3EYAH ycre the directors. Folk dancing and
singing, arts and crafts, hiking and games featured the program.
HARRY LASKER "taught" the campers by telling them a serial story
about a union boy every night around the campfire.

NURSERY SCHOOL

The Nursery School was opened May 12, 19^0 and was
conducted through Christmas of i;^l under the direction of JOAN,<PAYNE,
of Pleasantville, New York, a senior at Sarah Lawrence College. Miss
PAYNE wac permitted to spend the last two months of the college year
at Highlander to direct the Nursery School, receiving credit for such
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work on her decree et Srrah La.wrence College, conferred. In absentia.

This echool was attended by 20 children representing 17 families

in the community and vas conducted in the nature of a kindergarten.

GIRLS CLUB

Fourteen girls of the community met once a week
at the Nursery School cabin under the leadership of Mies PAYME.
The purpose of this group vas to bring together the young girls

of the community, helping them to learn to work and play together

and bringing them into a closer relationship to the community and

the Folk School,

SUMMEEFIELD COOPERATIVE

The Summerfield Cooperative held meetings every
veek throughout the year in the homes of the seven members.
Educational programs were a part of all meetings. Rummage sales
were held and sewing vas done.

CRAFTS

Under the direction of Miss MAPJA%TEHZJX the pro-
^rc±. of crafts has been expanded. Classes were held in wood carving
pottery, drawing, dressmaking, children's classes, clay modeling,
and shadowgraph. At a Christmas party 62 children attended and
received gifts from MYLES H0RT0N,

TRAVELING LIBRARY

i

._

A traveling library in the county was started in
the beginning of the year by MARY LAWTANCE, A mimeographed news
bulletin containing an original cartoon and labor serial, "Johnnie
Workman", and diccuscions of issues of special interest to miners
were on this program, A total of 728 books were circulated, of
which 3^3 were for children, 148 for adolescents, 212 for adults,
and 25 of which were labor books. The echool also conducted classes
in instruction in Sacred Harp songs, square dancing, and fiddling.

During the cummer HARRY LASKER organized a study
r-rfv.yn at Larger, Tennessee, which met on Thursday nights for two
months at the homes of DOLPH JtaXHM and GEORGE^BONE. * Discussions
vere conducted on social and 'legislative problems -which included
poll tax, Wagner /ct, social security, Vnge and Hour Law, and the
proposed tax bill.

EXTENSION PROGRAM

At ITcv Orleans

One of the most successful organizing drives in



as the South is that in New Orleans where 10,000 workers have teen

1 brought into the Union. Early in the year Mr. FRED PEIPEE, regional

I director of the CIO, called on Highlander to aeeiet him in setting
up an educational program to instruct these new union members in
the techniques of collective bargaining and in sound union principles
and practices. MAEY LAVFANCE, who had done extensive work in
Louisville, Kentucky and Alcoa, Tennessee, was assigned to New Orleans,

Mis a LAVFANCE taught several groups composed of union officers and
union men with an average attendance of between 75 and. 100 between
April 10 and May 9, 19*K) # Four local officials were selected by
the Industrial Union Council to attend the Highlander Folk School
spring term, May 12 to 2k

t
19^-1. Seven New Orleans students who

were sent to Highlander Folk School for intensive training were of
considerable assistance to Miss LAWEANCE.

\

At Memphis, Tennessee

A strong- labor movement has brought thousands of
new men into the union at Memphis , almost all of them with no pre-
vious experience in the labor movement. Plans were made with the
aseirtance of PAUIJ CHRIST0FHEE,> executive secretary of the Tennessee
IUC, and members or the Highlander Executive Council for the pro-
vision of an educational program. Enthusiastic support was received
from EICHAPD DEVERALL, educational director of the United Auto Workers
Union, and the program was launched in the south-wide UAW-CI0 educa-
tional conference in Memphis in October. HABFY LASKEE, of the
Highlander staff, was placed in charge. Seven classes were organized
with an average attendance for the veek of 60, and in this way
hundreds of workers were reached. A mimeographed paper for the
Industrial Union Council was started and a mimeographed ten-page
pamphlet entitled "This Union Business" and a fourteen-page pamphlet
entitled "The CI0--Yours and Mine" were published and a lending
library started.

0THEE UNION VISITATION AND EXTENSION WGEK

Highlander Folk School was represented at the state
conference on democracy, Krchville, Tennessee, February 22, 19^1;
the Berea Student Labor Conference in March; Conference of Southern
Mountain Workers, Knoxville in the spring; Nashville board meetings
of the Southern Conference on Human Welfare and the Tennessee
Comnonver. lth Federation; Moulders and Mounters national convention,
Chattanooga, July; United Textile Workers of America national con-
vention, Nev York; CIC national convention, Detroit, November,

Visits were nrde to a great many local unions and
services of too varied and extended a nature to be itemized were
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rendered. From July throuch September one staff member spoke at

23 union meetings, conferred with 2^ organizers, contacted 27

internetional unions in 1^ centers.

I

J

wh

fk 4
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PUBLICATIONS

"Thefeouth Tomorrow", ""We Know the Score", and

"Cumberland Capers" were published by students. Four numbers of

tha "Highlander Fling" were printed. An illustrated pamphlet on

the school was published. .Articles about Highlander appeared in

the February iscue of fcocir.l Work Today . The Bulletin of the World

/crociation for Adult education, London, England, contained an

article on Highlander in the August number. ThcV^itterateur
,

oa^r zinc of the Chi Delta Phi honorary literary sorority, published

"A Bit About Hichlander ,t

; by EUTH BUEE2, in November. JOAN PAYNE

wrote a story about Highlander for the Sarah lawrence alumnae

magazine. ZHPHIA HOKPOII contributed some material on dramatics

for workers to the book on Workers Education, published by the

John Dewey Society, published by Harpere. This is the most com-

rirehenDjve work on the subject that has been done. Professor

TEtOBOED EEA!ELD, of the University of Minnesota, was the editor.

EAFJ-Y LAEKiJJ- wrote two pamphlets for local unions in Memphis.

VJICI UC.IlJ.TiCZ wrote a brsic woik for new unionists, "How to Build

Your Union", published by the New Orleanc Industrial Union Council.

FLAHT B1PR0VEMEHTS

The Highlander Folk School has improved its Grounds
and buildings in expectation of expansion.

ESBSOKKEL

Staff members who continued their services through
the year are 1KL2S end Z3XPI1IA EOKTOH, MAKY LftVTsAlICE, 1SABIA STEKZEL,

LEON WILSON, JAIIES A. DOMBEOVSia. Those who left were Miss CLAUDIA

LEVIS, Miss LOUISA KOIJKEIKG; WILLIAl-I EUTTKICK spent the year at the

University of Florida completing his undergraduate work begun at

Duke. Additions are liAKFi L/iSKEE, JOAIT PAYNE. WffMAKD McDAMUX,
will be added next year.

ALUMNI NOTES

There follows a liet of alumni which are reported
in this annual report by their names and the union which they re-
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TExilAAlILAI^IIJGHAll, J, eA'ATTEBS, PAUL*famT
,
HdAnXH-ETZ.

ITNAKCIAL EiPOBT

The financial report of the Highlander Folk School

chows income for 19M of $12, 66?. 52, of which about a third vae

received from 3^8 individuals, a third received from funds and

foundation, and the balance received from tuition, unions, churches,

schools, sale of literature, miscellaneous appeals, etc.

Expenses for 19^1 were $13,9^.76, of which ap-

proximately a third was spent for house maintenance, a third for

staff personnel and travel, and the balance for administrative and

miscellaneous and capital improvement.

Very truly yours,

\&>-S^

V. A. MUEEHY
Special Agent in Charge

N

61-12
CC - MemphiE

New Orleans
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KANSAS CITY, MISSOUBI
FEBHJART 11 # 1942

1
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Direetor
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

RE: ^HIGHLANDER FOIi SCHOOL
INTERNAL SEOJHITY - C

Dear Sirs

Reference is made to «ie report of Special Agent

^^^|^^P dated December 30, 1941, at Knoxville, Tennessee,

in the above- captioned case, and to the undeveloped lead. to

all Field Offices contained therein

•

^
Tho attention of the Bureau is direoted to Bureau

Bulletin #6, first series, January 21, 1942, page #12, ^
paragraph #7, concerning unnecessary undeveloped leads. —*

—

^

Inasmuch as the undeveloped lead set out in the-

reference report is of a general nature, no further action

will be taken by this office on such lead.

Very truly

Ji

KM
100-3664
cc - Knoxville

WIGHT (^RANTLET
Special Agent in Charge

COrtfcs DESTROYED
•- A.'fi^ 1SG1 ^

23 FEB 171942

... . IW

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEg^gSf&LBY^a
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&LL^ **-*;,;
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I0ERAL pntTM' nr(MVrQTJgATj0j
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

eHAMAcnxorww

EXTERNAL SECURITY - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: LOUISE GRATH0ftfCHUAN, former Secretary of

Highlander golk School, not located at Chicago

Illinois by MHHH P' ^he

formerly livedwitha^BMi^H^P at ^^^^V - ^
MHHJ^M^ Chicago, arid In September, 1941 <T IJS
allegedly returned to her parent's home in

New York.

- P -

4n^
Report of Special AgentflMBBBBI Knoxville,

Tennessee dated April 10, 1941^ INFORMATION CONTAI

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE oWGWl.W&8E&

*L^
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Jfcoeral fiurraa of Inn*sttgattoti

United Staffs Bejjartment of Juatirr
Knoxville, Tennessee
February 16, 19^2

ja^rt^
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

Federal Bureau of Investigation HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED
Washington, D. C. DATE^LteftN BY 5fcy

/

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

£^$

Dear Sir:

For the Bureau f s information there are being
forwarded herewith copies of the "Highlander Fling* which
have been secured during the course of an investigation
in this matter, which include the issues emanating from

^Vr^ that institution from 1938 to date.
0.S7,

r- - >

*/».

Very truly yours,

\^r-s*«

%

toksxjt -- iEs Destroyed>
)

61-1* .5&Af,-!25 19C1

*"eflFT in tile

''*'-.¥. a. m£ik~
SpeciaJL Agent in Ch

FEB

A
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BROADCAST FROM HF.S. TO ENGLAND-MADCH \3W
The British Bi^oadcoBting Company

is arranging. a broadcast to ^nglafid
direct from Highlander Polk School
(HFS) March 13th from 4i20 to 4i50
PM Sa stern Standard Time. (5»20
Hont.eagle time and 9t*2Q London).

The program will consist of mom-
tain ballads, many of English orig-
in handed down in an oral tradition
from colonial" days; Sacred Harp sing
ing, another form of folk music; ,

folk songs of sharecroppers J tall
stories; square dances} and contemp-
orary ballads showing the effect of
industrialization on folk music.

Ralph B. Tefferteller, director
of recreation ct HFS and c special-
ist in folk music* will have charge
'<' the program.' A feature of the
program will be the •' tnll teles" of
":: ey Oakley, of Gatlinburg, known
,-"r and wide as the "Roaming .Man of
'J-- Smokies". *7iley is <sb official'
^;.iide in the Great Smoky Mount* in
"itional Park and probably knows
the mountains as w?ll as any p-rson.

Two agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment will have recording equip-
ment at HFS at the time d*f the
broadcast to make permanent records
of thes* folk songs. .

.

.

W^tch your local pap*re for
^jrthar announcements* The British
broadcasting Company is negotiating
v.'iT.n a national chain to carry th<a

.!j-^.'-:ri:rD. . ,

SUMLSR TERM HAY 10 - Jui>Y 3.
.

The fifth »tn«u-il summer term at..

",: will open liny 10th and run for
ight weeks* The courses arc design-
i to give practical training in

tn de-union problems an* in the
.. ; :-. of the co-o p ' ra t i v*j movctne n t * -

;:riioli rships covering all expanses
• re nva ilable for students unnble

"GU230 rt ON TOUR O'i UNIONS

"Gumbo", a piny written and
produced by students at HF5» was
presented before union groups in

this section in the week of M^rch
1st. The title of the play refers

to the heavy black mud of the
Delta country, and the play itself
„ is based on the struggles of the
sharecroppers to organize a union.
Two members of the Southern Ten-
ant Farmers Union, students at

HFS» supplied the historical mater
ial. In At lint*, the play was spon-
sored by the International Indies
Garment 'Yorkers Union and the Unit
ed Automobile workers Union;, in
Sh-.-rv/ood '"by "the Lime Workers anion
in laag >r by the Hod-Carriers,
Local #930 j and in xa Follette by'
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers
of America* The play was directed
by silphin Horton.

Rofters» BALL IN KN0XVTLL3

An old mountain custom of
floating logs down the rivers in
the .Spring of the year v»ill be
comm c-mo rat.sdr on March 20 th at a.
"Rafters* ball". R. B. Taffer-
teller of HFS will c-ill the sets
for square dnncing. Some of the
old dances in use in the early
d^-ys of Tennessee will be used.

5H5H7/OOD "SUSY VISITS H^S

'Sherwood T&dy'ind 3am Franklin
of the Delta Co-operative Farm
visited HFS during the Winter
Term nnd spoke to the students.
Other visiting lecturers were
Joe Dobbs, president of the
^Chattanooga Central Trades and
Labor Council; Dr. Moultrie Guerry
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VICTORY AT LA TOUTS T-TJ 'TTAOITCRS ?1CK4T JN-ST, -I»01II8 *

Charlie Handy,' h member of the The Secretary of HT* attended

class of 1936 at- HFS, has done a ' the national convention of the

brilliant job et La Toilette, Tsnn* -progressive Education Association
in orgnnUing a local pf tha-'Amal- in St. Louis and was 9 member Of
gutted Clothing Workers of America th* panel in the discussion of
among the shirt workers of a run-- rural schools. With Leo Huberman

-way shop. A thousand workers from ^nd several memb-rs of the American

two *hopi were on strike On J of - ****** tin of Teachers he wa Iked

the shops- hns settled grating * £* picket line of the psmj at

wage increase and « closed shop. Of J
he I^tlonil Underwear Company.

conditions before the strike, "
0nG »* th" "l^J™ made * 5 n

I£
e

Charlio writes, «I hsve pay-envelopes ™d paid $3.o0 for a room. She

for ^3.50 for two vw?ks«' work.' '7ork c0lild afford only. two meals a dny,

fro* dark to dork. Th* stores had 3Pent W* for lun *h wd 15/ for
supper. She hid not hid a good hot
dinner' for months, lint urn lly the
strikers were w?nk rind undernourish
ed and m-<ny were sick, but In spite
of that fact they were putting up
.a cjurogeous fight for decent con-
ditions and a union.

The secretary also talked to the

agreements, vrith the* shops to check
off accounts. As a result of the
check-off I b^w a chock yesterday
for 1/. The jirl earned 37.00 but
all but 1/ w:nt to the store. ••The
strikers had the complete support
of the United nine Workers.

Zilphio Horton, of the HF3 stiff,
~3z±il-.=^ba^At^foizrge3.-i.-qt.ta--un-t i 1 -thj_ .

-auto ^pQ***.. at ££*> Chevrolet plant
o p ^n iii~s"of "sifmHer sen oo 1 h ei~ping~^

~-=snd ^v-ifrftetf '=tS&'-
1^fi ! rc*^af--~tfee AC \*/A

»

\7ith the office work and setting up
a program of workers education. OTtQAV.l'SSD LA30R UST^NDS HFS

FEUDAL C01TDITI01TS IF CLTniAITD .\-
: 0n Tebrir ry 6 the Chattanooga

K-'ws published an article that he

s

Since the Civil 7ar Cleveland, Tenn. «X|aased widespread indigna-
has b-sen controlled ay the H»ruwick tion.The article -una based on a
family. The Hardwick's own & half -report furnished, by Lyle Stovall

mm

_..Haj\lVfick, jpour_members of_the_ family inter-sets in the state in an
had dr Glared incomes last year -of" attempt—fro-pref *nt- tht: i-ocal !, e otflto~

:~
$3i> ( 000 or DVjr. Clothes made by unity from securing a Federal grunt
"-. rdv/ick employees are sold to them ^or -:

: self-help co-operative,
it the H^rd".'ick 'fool-en Hills store, > A resolution passed unanimously
and checked "ff th?ir wages, thus as

.

tv tns Chattanooga Central -Trades
ot La Tollrtte. workers .oft?n receive ''nd Lr-bor Council placed organized
pay-?nvolop?s of noughts. Some v;ork- l&^r squarely behind the school
jrs nft-p eights months, are otill nnd denounced the articlo, saying
classified »s ••beginners'' and draw th--t "such '-ttacks on the Highland-
p4 and 'J 5 a week. '.Then industry all cr ?olk School (are) indireotat taak
over the country io raising wages, Jn thi: Chattan-og.-x lobor movement
Kardwicks cut wages. Thv workers "i" - the organized labjr mjvement in
came out on strike in the mon's gar- tionortl* *. the ach*<.>l is u^ing a

-m«snt;i=sitnt*.-?raRs Danie-1-wac called conajnda.bl..« .piece, of work in the "
,

in f rbrc ""th e ACTA , The strike .waV " '
' in *

'

t: r

:

«*

*

:
" *»f

'
iaB-jy; in "t; h-is - ivc ti «n

cll-d off when tho union failed to »*,we express confid.-nee in the
r?t -. msj'jrity cupport.lt wno not conduct of the school and in the
iMlure. Hundreds of workers learn- quality of its work."w i^r tne first time vrfiat a union A strong letter of protest wr.s
ii3. Si oner or lat?r Cleveland \;ork* sent fr^m our own community signed
•rs .vill lenm that it is only fcy over 300 p.ople* Other letters
tare- ugh unions th?.t v^orkers enn oe- w3re received from Dr. Alva Taylor,
o Are the treatment deserved by dig-,Er. Albsrt Barn.itt of Urashvillo;
.-.ified Americin men and \7omen rather ^^ Schultz of w-rris, Ron lnd Wnnk,
:'u:,n oe tre.. t«sd as so mTny '•h-nds*. Tnoxville, De-n Fr^nk Tjater of

During the- strike Rev. T. B, Tusculum College; Dr. 3einh.>ld
0-iV/-n» of the Third Presbytorisn .Kiebuhr, ironnan. Thotms, LlargaretCuron, Chattanooga and President of nnd Corliss Lamont, Rev. Abnhom
the Fellowship of Southern church- Nightengale, Rev. T, B. Cowan,
'^rii nnd Rev. Dc Jnmotto, Congregs- frois the Industrial Union of IT^rin-
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LABOR CANDIDATES 7/lHj.w ORUTIDY CCVHTX, .', ..,-
. .,...-

;
; ...

.."
.,

Onions of Grundy County anterod politios for the first time this year and en-

dorsed candidates for ooun,ty offioos in the flemooratio primary held June %* .Jhan tha

ballots were ooonted all but on* of the endorsed *en had won. The viotorlous labor

o uidldctcs v/ere> Roy Thomas, for sheriff I Charles Adams, for roads oommissionsriJ*

L. Rollings, for superintendent «f sohoolsf and -"Lawson Jo Carver, for register*

Baok or these men was taW**e political Conferenee of Orundy County. This group

had its WjHwdnp In •* <saas •e*tlrf"bfn«K'f Belagates froa uarlon and Crundy

counties aififcwll, Texw.i April 2k* * a^l" #***«»» Bighlandar'a educational di-

rector* Mk'Mrt in the promotion of tfc*» *»* other eatings, which resulted in the

formation* or political oonforenooa in both oounties. These bodies were nodeled after

whose members helped to launoh the new groups.

»x»x-x-x-x-x-x-x«x-x-
the Ramiltjsii Cnat^ Conferonoe, whose an

***- *• * -X-XtX»X-X-X-X«0

STAFF MEMBERS EEC? BUSY AT HIGHLANDER

. Friends" of tho Sohool ars probably
; interested in knowing of the things
that staff members do while. re eident
terms aro not in session*' 'Je present
hare brief sketohoe of staff activities

in reoent weeks, not as a complete
'schedule, hut as a sample of some of the
Work which keeps the staff busy the
year around, ,

First St.to Conference of Labor And

Progressive Foroes Is Held

r i)
The first state legislative ooagra**

r~-*r. — sf VTjor and progressive delegA^
tions vraa.heli at Nashville, Fay It *- \S{
A fiftupdbpoint pro- ram was adopted and

a permanent legislative oondttM Mt *p*

Kyles Horton i**s among the signer*

of the call and was prasent at the oon-j

ferenoe. Ilo took with hi» delegates fro* ^

nearby locals ot-JfoA amd^Bod CarriertL

.

?

, i*ES£ Poabrtfwski ;

Union. >* JL • -
;-;-' ^lm left Monteagle late in loril,

- . ^V^V^-*^' "
• •

"'
''' • .-*? traveling' to Atlanta and then to Grren*

group Veing organised by Eli tabsth Bewss,
sub-regional direotor of TWOC*

Proceeding to Raleigh, K. C. ,* Jim
attended a conference of the Fellowship
of Southern Churohaen* Theft on tb Hew
York. He visited friends of tho Softool,
sold tiokets to the Highlander benefit'
program, and spoke at the party May 2#
Moving to Washington, Jim spoke on the
."benefit program there May 4« He ' was
back at Sohool May 6 and into his usual
occupations of* office work and garden-
ing, .

-

A- 'strike developed at Chattanooga,
and Jim was on hand May 25 to speak to
a meeting of TWOC members.

He Is now busy writing a study of
the southern mountains on a fellowship
from the Rosenw&ld Fund,-

Myl 65 Ho r ton
TlyleB" has "been active in politioal

organi ration among unions of Grundy and
Marion oounties. As a result of the
effective cooperation of local unions,
successful politioal action has "been
teken for the first time in this area.
Myles represents the Highlander looal,

ElGHLAifD.-iR'a tWK LTV IS IS RELEASED
' '. " "*"'' •«.'

• '
'

/ i

Benefit Parties Are Held Along Y/lth First
3howings Of New Film -

;

•people of the Cumberland"j; a two-

reel sound moving picture produced by

Frontier Films, was shown to thepubl.ie

for the first time on lay 2 at the Hew

Sohool for Social Research, ^ew York City*

This was made tho oooasion for .a

gala party for the benefit of Highlander

Folk Sohool. In a.moeting presided over

by Leo flubarman, the film showing was

followed by apecohes from Jim Dombrowski,

secretary it Highlander, and Tax Lerner,

uuiwr oi %h(a Wa tion, The audience then

heard Wl&i'O -<a*yl tail stories from nattves

of the Smoky Mountain area taken to >JsW

York for the oooasion. The evening waa

concluded with "a square dance Dalle'ff'iiy"

Ralph B. ("Taffy") Tefferte^er of |he

Highlander staff.

A similar perty was held in Tash-

ington on i ay ij,. ,.

A private showing of "People of the

Cumberland" was held at toe ..ftite Abuse

- 3*

1* ~*» m -— 4-1... n^~4- __l p.miu..
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STAFF KEEPS BUSY (oont. from page 1) ;< .

'-;*-*•**
- i|

Before -returning to SohobiMfay 11,
***

^fr**p*c
Mylas spoke to textile locals at Durham,
Lumberton and Fayotteville, V. Ci» and
Mo Coll, S, C.

After two weeks he left on another.
trip. Having spoken to tenant fanno rs and

'

labor group* £h Arkansas and Tennessee, he

arrived at Johnson City for the" " stata
oonvontion at ^He A.F.of L, '''.-

He J a tto^"br^4i ng ola3ses in 'a Y1GA-
T*CA CoivPerepo.o: *St Blue Ridge, If,'• C«

*UU.arr. 3uttriok Vi'-'-V
Tfriils etj*»r etaff members wereawdy*

Bill was l*ft to hold tiio rort and %va,6 tittjt.;

offioo nrork:,ci^rly in Way, At thut'^j^pa
he was s4*<s inuring a number of trips •'

He a poke to looal 930, Hod Carriers
Union, at 'Laager, Ter.n,, on April -29 k The
next two coys he attended Conferenoe
meetings in Coalmont and Chattanooga,. On
May 3 ho took members of the Hod Carriers
Union on an organizing trip ..to Tree

y

SEWS FROM THE ALUMNI-

,T .
Blnoe >ls yki4»a^pinj*~in vt^p*lo# /

Jinmie Cox has been working -for tto»':*--

cause of oivil liberty. He cad Joseph
^

fielders' talked with the LaFollette Cos**

mittee and ' were* received at the White
House by Mrs. Roosevelt, who invited

them to spend May 29 at Hyde Park* '' fie

hopos to promote a southern oivll liber* ^

tie-s oonvuhtion.
. t. .

'."., t>
*'"

| Ruth Culberson "has a WPA ^ob^in^
flfirJiOJb,' H^ spare time ; sheila helping

hosiery
«*" *****

with j£ edu**tj«»al pro,
f,w*&Tlt«rB :;jMKl'!,:f t-eorgi

-Workers Allianoo £.ocal*
* ;.i*Jvu Bryan and Jo
aotive as organisers for

Fred'' Ramsey direo
his union in a produoti
lander play, *>Labor Spy"*
have got 1*?3 new mombere in our load,*"

Kathleen Denning writes that she is

taking part in the dramatios program of

of
High-

He writes: »Y?e

City, to oontaot WPA workers. Next- day
sav. Bill and the hod Carriers making a

<t he>$ "TL1WU local.
trip to Beorshcbe Springs to revive a \??A . - "\ pttie jo Riles has made a%p*ch

(
about tai^hlander before the flWJfjtf direo-! -"--al, and distriluting legists "*

Altba&a State Federation of Vv'PA V/orkers. ^_
I.'.a'. a.*^ Dill spoke to the Convention}
then drove to Ccxlwont, Tonn.» that night
*" ~ "- -'.*> t.\ uantral uommiTxeeN>r'"aw"'*'',"*-*~

Grundy County Tirl} tic al Conference. He is
-'i ' *iJi^er of the Committee 'in

IV-^"'"» abD^t<«M
After v trip to New York in Kay,

FiJ) *• V^»k at Sohool doing offioe and
uc

r

:
! ; a-iitf .r-rie, and writing on eoonomios

o oursa i* sparu moments.
S:-lph Taffartollor *

_'.;

Taffy {started northv/urd late in
April with a oar load of mountain musi*
cians to fill a number of speaking and
entertainment engagements.

iirzi -top was at a girls' finishing
s-'ho-r,] t Ch*. thorn Hull, Chatham, Va., for a
'-.yu' -; ?',rco and speeoh. There were two
- - ~m „.<* > v, Baltimore, for the Friends'
,-, f ..„o. r '", +>1e WCA girls. A speeoh and
dunce for tr.lladelphia Normul School oame
next on the program. Then there waa a
;.-; :': Vv Jersey State . College tOt. ._
V.'orio.-i, No?!' flru»swiok, N. J. '*

r-r tir?- afternoon of May l fi Toffy and
troupu performed in the New York

;*•
££IA*$* 38

hi."

'.Vorld

thdy
*e Fair Preview, un& tfeat night
hud ohe-rgo of a program for the
-' '""" Festivul CounoiJ^ The next

-j* provided enter.tainmant for
Hi |

,iil andc; r benefit party, and two

bur friends* and -ne^gBbfirs forjnnny
years, members of the Kilgore family

r
have laoved onto -the School grounds, be~
ooming part ^f' i*ur staff, Alf is in

oharge of the. form, while Vera presides
over tho'ho^se and kitchen,

i .,, 'i< '"v'si***;"; r *•*»#» a •

;

»'..' HFS REVIEVf cold LET SOUTHERN" LABOR-
''

SrEAJC, "latest Highlander publioations,"3

te^I. 'about oUr Winter term and the ooti-
vi,ti*ec .of ' students and Visiting speakera
Eaoh sqlls'; for 25^, ILGV/U educational
de'partmohfhas ordered 50 copies of LET
SOOTHERS LABOR SPEAK.*••*••'*•#•

Twenty student's willS»oomo%p High-
lander June 24 for' two«noattfc of work
and^atudy under ausploos of ^J^ertpttejtioan

Friends Servioe Committee. ,.•
'

*.i * # * *• m * * %,

V* ^^a^So^h'6ol"Jia.B""purohQ5ed the Barton
oottage book of' the playground* end
leased the house next door formerly
oooapied by tha Miller family***•****„-

,. . f.

Emory University Glee Club visited
Highlander April 15, en route to Nash*
villa. The boys ate lunoh and sang a few^
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SPEAKERS FEATURED
AT RESIDENT TERM

Built around the 17 full time resi-

dent students, the summer term at

iHighlancler brought more than 300
^workers and union officials to the

fschool during the six weeks period.

\ Opening with a Fourth of July

!celebration featuring S. H. Dal-

frymplc, internatiuna! president of

Ithe United Rubber Workers, as the

|
principal speaker, the summer ses-

ijsion continued to feature the sjvecth-

;ies of vi'.itir-g official', and conferences

3 with southern leader*- Carloads of

! rubber workers from Gadsden, shirt

[workers from Nashville, textile

;h\orkers from Dalton, and other

.: ltohi's with a smv.inc interest in

Sine si.iiooi aiiu 111 iii.ntj, miiic to

\ Monteagl;- during the term. Here

ihcy Lnii:,Lilii.:ii with their leaders,

met new friends and fellow workers,

and took part ir: the musical, edu-

'nional :t'id ret national programs
^n'lrig etmiiuetr^ :»s nan a\ the resi-

i rlertt s.-hrv.! ...oik.

to tak

i l: n.gulaiiv :ij

nt'r studi n!s uc'iided Labor
• .-. n - bi..i-

1 'iii

r

in
'''. :

i-.;i-. !>-. My!- Hoi-

Wi'li'am Hut

/ 1 'ni.i Morton

!,.;,-,,! is.,,, by

- :.i,.. Wnrk-

i". V:.:;: 1

k.

!,, . . i'.uiiamen-

kit*, by

.- a iter sup

...s : !«]> ., 1 i' ' '

v program,
-

j ".'- K.; L.:m

ke );!r' iti lead. ''U songs them-

v. J- "\ ' .'t»M . -leinirrtjTfd to

ho * liv le:

r-.-_-.ht

d the singing, so that

)fi>c group siflg-

^k-i-, ., -]_j . v. ,1- w.nduel

i'l.

-. -:„

r it >-. ,,i it,. Wil-

.,„,:..! 1-u.id,

y :-' 'W

1

SI .iff

rrnl- ..)..,

'«t>.. Students
' s. posters, car-

:

m ' -t j;, 1-. . and
>; k. : in- drama

;1 - |k
i'-'i'iiram,

N'si s t.V: i.wi'j i .-..sibied the

f
.i 11 ('" 1 :Xh lie piepatation

urn u:T:on i-i '.;. ijjin.it -.kits and

ALL ABOARD!

r .

. ^'^V'lHa^A* «
k^m *^4wl 1 j. ^k _,- tJh .'^ |

ff
t
„).?ritfw '^

Bhe-B |3||otSSkT^*^
^jJVjtt 1 ,-~^» '^^E ^M*\ 1.JSPA

H Uh||uA|_ t »' ""'S.jHB

|!*J0^^fe?-> V^H^•SlfegjiB

Field trips are fun. But they mean also physical hardship and finan-

cial expense. Going to Dalton, Ga., summer students left one day at noon
on the truck shown above. Picnic supper was eaten off the back of truck

between matinee and evening performances. Return trip up the mountain
ended at three o'clock the next morning.

Highlander Group Presents Programs For Unions;

Makes Extension Trips During Summer Session

dents' collective action in drama
class, was based on knowledge which

they had gotten in economics class.

Reports from the Amalgamated lead-

ers are that several new members
joined up as a result of the meeting
and program that night.

A union picnic at the scene of the

cooperative gardens operated by peo-

ple in Grundy county was the occa-

sion which took the group to Laager
August 6. There, local members of

Field trips for participation in la-

bor activities were made to Laager

and Nashville, Tenn., and Dalton,

Ga., by staff and students during

Highlander's summer session for

workers.

Before 600 striking textile work-
ers, members of TWUA, a play cre-

ated by the Highlander students,

was presented in a Dalton Theatre,

July 21. The program also included

demonstrations of folk dancing, a

talk by Myles Hortun, ahd the sing- ' the United Mine Workers, Hod Car-

ing of tabor songs, led by William riers and Workers Alliance, with

Mm trick. The entire production was their families joined in a program of

under direction of Zilphia Horton music and speaking. The Highland-
and Chouteau Dyer of Highlander's er group was accompanied by a num-
draniatics department. Both matinee ber of visiting union officials, includ-

and evening performances were giv- ing Clyde Mills, Southern Direc-

en. The final meeting closed with a tor of the Amalgamated Clothing
sjK.-cch by Ralph Gay, local organizer Workers, and organizers Mike
for the Textile Workers Union. Zil- . Smith and Bill Poythress.

phia Horton remained at Dalton The cooperative gardens are work-
over the week-end to lead singing ' ed by union families who will share

at a mass meeting and on the picket the produce at harvest time. Money

!>,-,.

lines.

Two other original plays were

given before the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers local at Nashville

on August 4. One was a musical

Mi.- written by Zilphia Horton,

"J-ol'.y Pop Poppa," which portrays

the paternalism of employers and

for seed and fertilizer was furnished

by Highlander Folk School. Two
garden projects are running in the

county: 5 families are cooperating at

Laager and 19 at Aitamont. The Al-
tamont people have had to work in

the face of bitter opposition from
ami-union forces, which wa$ carried

NON-PARTISAN LEAGUE
ESTABLISHED IN COUNT
Working people of Grundy Com

ty have already begun preparatior

for the 1940 elections by the estal

lishment of a county unit of Labor

Non-Partisan League.

Following previous organizatio

work and preparations of a constiti

tion by a committee of county lca<

crs, including Myles Horton, del

gates met at the Tracy City cour

house, August 20, and set up tf

Grundy County Committee of tr.

League.

The constitutional convention wj
a model of labor unity, includin

delegates from the Workers All

ancc, United Mine Workers, an
two A. F. of L. unions; Hod Cai

riers and Teachers Federation.

Alton Lawrence, southern direc

tor of Labor's Non-Partisan League
Matt Bunch, district representativi

of the Mine Workers, Mike Smith
of the ACWA, and Paul Ragon
president of Chattanooga CIO Coun
cil, were among the visiting speaker;

Officers elected for the coming yea

are all members of the UMWA
John Geek, chairman, H. L. Mi
Carver, vice-chairman, and Leoi

Geary, secretary-treasurer.

Three resolutions were passed b
the forty delegates, one endorsin

Estes Kefauver as candidate for Cor
gress in the Third District, anothe
urging other groups in Tennessee t

form units of Labor's Non-Pa rtisa

League, the third approving th

New Deal program and declarln

support of New Deal candidates i

all county, state, and national office

SCHOOL FOR WRITERS
. HELD AT HIGHLANDS

Fourteen young writers fro"i a
over the East gathered at Highlands
this summer for (be first spco;.

writers' session to be held here i

the history of the school. This iiuj*

a pioneering move in workers' edu

cation and a significant unity be-

tween labor and progressive force;

The Summer Workshop for Studen

Writers, sponsored jointly by High
lander and the League of America!

Writers, opened for a two weeks

period on August 21.

Volunteer teachers were brougln

to Monteagle by the League. Lillian

Barnard Gilkes, journalist and liter-

ary authority, and chairman of the
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BOOKS

\ In fohi for All (Alfred A. Knopf, $200)
.*tiril-.:ii F.zrktrl ;>roix>vd ihst Rovrrnment

jclp business raakr jobs by underwriting

1 program of expansion. The author be-

lt' ves (bat lower prices, larger output and

Manning of production would bring back

Iroipcrity under the profit system.

I Chester M. Wright, A. F. of L. publicity

Igent, describes the labor movement for

lie general public in a well-written liide

|olume, Were Comts Lahor (MacMtllan,

J.0.6C;. One of a series called "The Peoples

library," this book is a fine example of

llear, simple and appealing literature. But

it is naturally not an objective report, and

iwfortunatcly tends to be a defense of Wil-

liam Green and his fellow- rulers of the

;<_ F. of L.

IZILPHIA HORTON EDITS

SONG BOOK FOR UNION

; A book of workers' songs, collect-

id and arranged by Zilphia Hor-

]on, Highlander's Director of Musk,

ind sponsored by Roy R. Lawrence,

Vicr-presidem of the Textile Work-

ers union oi .-uiiciiva. js oii Uil

jress.

The book, entitled Labor Songs,

iontains sixty four of the most popu-

ar songs sung by union workers in

he Snath. Tliere are introductory

tiitcmcnw hv Fmil Rieve, president

»i TV,*'; A, Sidney Hillman. presi-

de hi Li tlif iimainitiated (..iothing

jVorkprs, ;ij>H John L. Lewis. CIO
j: :...- 1,

'-.
: . : _ ....I,!;,},..,! )„ ih f

t'WUA's S(.."'fheasicrn office, which
;, .in'lcr >h- ,!;.(•,- 1 ion of Mr I^iw-

tlii'C.

: irjiivfl fi;>T. the press of The
-'n:'*- ' •rr Winston- Sa!''m.

<' '" ib :
i- rrc-v: ;i'ihliration is printed

: ::.:•': \ : .marked paper and

.'Oivi^ in a two-color -cover. ]( is

si i 1. ..-'' ;•; >;" ' ii'tgle t.opies, with

reduction for quantity orders.

Cot, ,. r, j. .'..-.. .i.-. ,V.wJJ be dirtacd

o the TWUA office, Adanta Nation-

J Building. Atlanta, Ga.

Summer Program Has
Reached 2,000 People

Approximately 2,000 people, rep-

resenting 31 international unions,

were reached directly by various

phases of Highlander's summer pro-

gram since July 1, according to cal-

culations by Myles Horton, educa-

tional director. Horton 's estimate in-

clude:, the work in Grundy County,

field trips, institutes, resident term,

visitors. Ten of the organizations

represented are a part of the CIO,
eight belong to the A. F. of L., and
the remainder are unaffiliated.

This estimate docs not include

staff activities in June, during which
Myles and Zilphia Horton were on
the staff at the Blue Ridge, N. C,
Student Christian Conference, at-

tended by 500 young people. In the

same month Zilphia taught music
to 100 YWCA girls at their Southern

Industrial Conference.

?'>* for November
Th.- -

' -: d following

TV -nl.---'". '- ;
< the date set

lor a rrii'iKin ui ai! Highland
. . jil,.,.i. .,,.. iuMi i> asiun^

all who have been students at

th- vhoo1 :<y return for that

'-' ..•-
. i.

!

.; program of

ftin and f.-iK.-.vihip will be pre-
>-..,-,! ,',

: i],,- get-together.

11 1 is is die urst homecoming
program attempted at the

school, sud it is expected to
'

' .,'' v - .-itipnmtnities

|-.t.j!.

;t of views on la-

run in the various

SPEAKERS FEATURED (Cont'd)

the United Mine Workers, Ala-

bama; Edward F. Callaghan, TWUA
director for Tennessee; Ed Johns.

hosiery organizer, Chattanooga;

Pauline Galloway and Bernard Bor-

ah. ACWA organizers, Greensboro,

N.C.
The list oi labor leaders wito s|xjk.

at Highlander continues with R. R.

Lawrence, southern director of the

TWUA; CIO representatives Yelver-

ton Cowherd of Birmingham and
T. J. (Brush") Smith of Nashville;

Alton Lawrence, southern director of

Labor's Non-Partisan league; and

j

Lawrence Rogin, educational direc-

'. tor of the American Federation of

1 1 losicry Workers, who presented a

I

program of sound movies, including

the Highlander film, "People of the

Cumberland."
From the Amalgamated Clothing

Workers came Elizabeth Hawes,
New York; Mike Smith, Knoxville;

Griselda Kuhlman and Bill Poy-
thress, Nashville. The Textile Work-
ers were represented by Joe Dobbs,
Chattanooga; R. H. Brazzclt, Nash-
ville; Lucy R. Mason, Atlanta; Ralph
Cay and Tommy Sparks, Dalton;

iiirliert William, Alabama director;

and C. E. Earnhardt, Georgia direc-

tor.

legislation affecting unions was
explained by: Frank Coffee, Social

Security Board; Warren Woods, Na-
tional Labor Relations Boa r<l; Mrs.

Elizabeth Thompson, J. O. McMa-
han and L. Goodman, of the Ten-
nessre Public Welfare Department;
and Dr. Malrom Little and Dr, J-

Herman Daves, of the TVA.
Other speakers were: Dr. Arthur

Bill Giliis, High Point, N. C. tex-

tile worker, practices "Public Speak-

ing" on fellow students. Students

this summer thought the training in

speaking and parliamentary proced-

ure so important that they wanted
more than just the class periods. So
they initiated the custom of allowing

one student to give a short talk dur-

ing the evening meal, thus giving

everyone more opportunities for

speech-making.

Hosiery Conference

Is Held at School
Seventy-six workers, organizers

and officials of the American Fed-

eration of Hosiery Workers jammed
the Highlander Folk School and
overflowed into two Monteagle ho-

tels for the union's week-end confer-

ence July 1 and 2. •

Lawrence Rogin, national educa-

tional director, came from Philadel-

phia for the event. Second vice-presi-

dent Edward F. Callaghan and or-

ganizers Bill Frazier, Matt Lynch,
Ed Johns, and Frank Bradshaw were
present. Workers were drawn from
the union's branches in Tennessee,
Alabama and Georgia.

Worlds who is now preparing a book
on the New Deal; Rev. John B.

Thompson, University of Okla-
homa; and Dr. Willard Uphaus, of

the Religion and Labor Foundation,
who was accompanied by a travel-

ling seminar of 15 ministers, teachers

and students.

The resident summer students

came from seven international un-
ions and the Y.M.C.A., about one
third of them being members of the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers.

WITH THE ALUMNI

Cecil Holmes, president of th

United Rubbers Workers local %

Gadsden, Alabama, was with us fc

the Fourth of July. He told how h

had stopped a company union movt

ment by circulating a mimcographc

leaflet among the workers. Cec
learned how to do typing and mimt

ographtng at Highlander last winte

• • •

Matt Lynch, American Federatio

of Hosiery Workers organizer, is i

charge of the union office at Nasi

ville, where the workers have won
great victory at the Se-Ling hosier

plant.
. * * »

Dillard King and Lewie Vaugh
were detegatcs to the constitutions

convention which set up the Grund
County unit of Labor's Non-Partisa:

League.
» « •

Horace and Margaret Bryan n
turned from Texas for the twt

weeks' session of the League c

American Writers. They repot

widespread violations of the Wag
and Hour Law in Jack Garner's tci

ritory. "The only enforcement in th

pecan industry is what the unio
cuuipcL," said Horace.

• » •

Christine Eversole Benson ha
been doing volunteer work at P."

ducah, Ky., for the ACWA an.

ILGWU. She was in charge of

campaign which succeeded in stop-

ping the sales in local stores of gat

ments made by open shop manu
facturers.

• • *

Highlander alumni around th

Louisville - Lexington - Wincheste
area in Kentucky are holding regu
lar meetings to coordinate their worl
and report progress to each other
They recently journeyed to Cincin
nati and presented a program o
plays and music learned at High
lander, before an audience of strik

ing clothing workers. The group tr

eludes Hazel Sargent, Kalherine ant
Elizabeth Crim, Zola Spiegel, Litliat

Sargent, Bill and Peggy Flannagan
Jac\yc Kwaltelr. They are planninj
to incubate too hen eggs and presen

the new-born chicks to Highlander
• * *

Bessie Poythress writes that botl

mills and WPA projects are closlnt

down in Mississippi. Telesforo Ovie
do reports the same thing in Texas
It looks like the southern tories art

beginning in advance of 1940 theii

campaign to Starve the Deonle intr
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NEXT TERM OPENS MARCH 25;

SPECIAL COURSES OFFERED

1 Southern workers—men and

| women in the labor movement

I —are being accepted as students

I for another resident term to

i open March 25 at Highlander

j Folk School.

I A six wefts' program of cduca-

i lion and recreation is offered to the

"i students, who will have an opportu-

| mi 1 to s.i!;t pan in the informs) class

I work and to meet and hear many

j
tHtiWHttVmji h:vlen of the South.

I '\
\

" h.JuJed

As usual, the school is arranging

r u, i.,;\l leaders in lh-j fields of labor,

; education and government assist

witli the program. Under the general

tit!'.
1

, "The Awakening South," there

wi'i he wri-kK addresses bv various

,„ ,„.., .,-,.,U.s. L;.U>'. Ifadf.!.

,

ji,:;iil d: '-cussions

in i* In LI nil Saturday afternoons

if. 1 .,.-1- ..,- iiu- ri-im.

.'
. Tim. }.']».' go's to press, the

1.,!
1

.. . n ,i ,,. i-i.ong those who have

.' ! n- : ii ns to speak: Allan

I 1
:.•'*>.. .-.i. '..:] »t ff.e C.I.O.;

:

v....',. international prcsi-

\
ii- !' tin Aluminum Workers;

;
'> ' '<'.: ..I., • iiith' rn director of

:

th A-i!a)»;rn:»tJ Clothing Work-
y ''.'

'. i',:\vherd. Birming-

i >,..... ,;,<:.,..: i, Jin- C.I.O.; Frank

I
''."!.

1 : il'L Worker*' Defense

J ].e;i;' li^'i Hoy Lawrence. Southern

I '! AV.l'.A. ! )'.icc(or; Dr. ,. H. Daves

I «! the ') V.A.; Dr. Charles Johnson

JT'-DhNTS AT REUNION
-^ ru:' ".UWN! ASS'N

1 nil unci Miii (Lis business com-
ilnul to make a pleasant and' ' i ! .iii.m nf the first stu-
1

'
'

1'-ir.il -it, held at Highland-
. 1

... \'
i.

: [-.

.'ii-,,. ii-i.ti who j (-turned swapped
I in.! k-'iiiglii out many useful

11 ' -'ii 1 ".- i-*.si.-ii» educational

.
-

1
"->;

1
-» . A (tori Law

. - 11.:(;.. iL,iir\rnUJtve ot La-
>nr >. \.j>! partisan league, ltd a dis-

ol Fisk University; Frank Coffee of

Ihe U.S. Social Security Board. Oth-

ers have been listed for prospective

\ isils, hut not yet scheduled.

Robert Cmden, publicity director

nl the United Rubin' r Workers, will

spend a week at the school to offer

special training in union pub! icily,

April 1-6.

Recreation and Trips

Highlander will have the services

of John Morgan, field worker for the

Conference of Southern Mountain

Workers, for at least two weeks of

I

I

if session. Mr. Morgan is an expert

recreation leader awl will offer a pro-

gram of folk games, music, dancing

and craft work.
As in the past, students will be

given opportunity to take field trips

ami to observe and if possible take
-,..,! ;.. union aciiviiks of ill is region.

Class Wor\

The regular Highlander staff will

lx' in charge of classes which cover

such subjects as Union Problems,

History, Fconomics, Public Speaking

and Parliamentary Law, Journalism,

Dramatics, Social Science Workshop.

In the class periods students exchange

ideas anil experiences and discuss

their problems under the instructor's

leadership.

The staff decided to hold resident

terms in the spring and fall this year

instead of winter and summer. This

leaves the summer free for special

short sessions, institutes and confer-

ences.

j
And the mountain trembled once

again to the voice ot Ralph ("Tef-

lie") Telkrtellcr, returned lor the

fcu.iiiin, and tlie stamp of dancing

feel, as Ttflie led the alumni and
I rlends in one of his famous old-lime

: si] uare dances.

j
Ma it Lynch oi Nashville was chos-

jtn as president of the Highlander

j

Alumni Association, and Mrs. Chris-

tine Benson, of (f'ill*-mvi!le, Ky., as

secretary-treasurer. The executive

t

committee elected by the group con-

sisis of these two officers and the fol-

lowing: Jaekye Kwalitk, l^exington,

jKy.; Daisj' Harris, Nashville; and

Soon this Ml will hr coiling oil hands to

meals and meetings as the 1910 spring

term opens at Highlander. The hell ringer

above is Mrs. A. E. Kilgare, arte of the

school's neighbors.

-DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH"
THEME OF CONFERENCE
With "Democracy in the

South" as its program theme,

the Southern Conference for

Human Welfare will open a

three-day meeting at Chatta-

nooga, April 14.

The Conference was established in

the fall of 1038 with a meeting in

Birmingham attended by (500 dele-

gates. Mrs. Roosevelt and justice

Hugo Black wer among the speak-

ers at the Birmingham sessions.

Frank P. Graham, president of the

University ol North Carolina, was
ejected chairman of the organization.

The program committee for this

year's meeting is headed by Leon

Iourotman, Tennessee Commission-

er of Railways and Utilities. The
program outline includes the follow-

ing topics: Religion and Democracy,

Rural Life in the South, Constitu-

tional Rights and Suffrage, Children

in the South, industry in the South.

Each southern state has a commit-

ter or slate council to carry on the

business of the organization. Myles

1 Jorto», 1 lighlandu- Folk School ed-

ucational director, is a member of the

Tennessee committee.

Headquarters of the Conference

are at Hotel Patten, Chattanooga,
where Howard Lee, executive secrc

Welfare Group Is Making

Study of Grundy County

Of great interest to all those

who live in Grundy County or

are concerned in any way with

the plight of its jobless people

is the study of the county just

begun by the American Asso-

ciation of Public Welfare, under

the direction of Mrs. Gay Shcp-

;ardson of Washington.

A committee of Grundy County

citizens has been set up to work close-

ly with Paul Savage, Tennessee Com-
missioner of Public Welfare, who
has been promoting the survey. La-

bor is represented on the committee

by Clyde Boyd, of Palmer, a member

of the United Mine Workers.

A complete survey wifi be made of

the county's economic and social as-

sets, liabilities and possibilities. This

project is the kind of thing High-

lander has been advocating as a step

toward long range planning to re-

lieve the unhappy condition of

Grundy County.

SOME EVENTS OF THE
FALL AND WINTER

Led by Southern Director John

Martin, a group of ILGWU mem-
bers from Atlanta and Chattanooga

met for a week-end institute at High-

lander in September.

William Buttrick was one of the

speakers at the Conference on De
niocracy in Tennesee, held in Nash-

ville Nov. 4-5 under sponsorship ol

the Southern Conference for Human
Welfare. He discussed "Workers'

Education in Tennessee."

(Continued on Page 2)

Weekly Discussions

Schedule of Panel Discussions

to be held during the Spring

Term, every Saturday after-

noon at 2 -.30 o'clock.

March 30

Organizing Methods

April 6 . , . . Union Publicity

April 13 .... Political Action

April 20 A.C.W.A. Staff

April 27 . .
Labor Legislation

Highlander cordially invites

any of its friends who can at-

tend to come to these discus-

sions.
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Labor Organizes Political

Body on Statewide Basis

A further step toward state-

wide political organization for

labor was taken in December,
when the Tennessee League for

Progressive Democracy was set

up at a Chattanooga convention
of workers and union leaders
The organization was formed as a

unit of Labor's Non Partisan League,
whose Executive Vice-President, F.
L. Oliver, came to the city to address
the delegates. Officers elected are Wil-
liam Turnblazer, president, Edward
F. Callaghan, vice-president, Paul
I). Rayon, secretary.

The Monteagle local of American
Ft deration of Teachers sent delegates
who were active in the convention

POLL TAX FIGHT GAINS NATIONAL
ATTENTION; CASE AROSE IN GRUNDY

William Buttrirk serving as tempo
rary secretary and Myles Horton a.

chairman of the nominations com-
mittee.

SOME EVENTS
(Continued from page i)

Myles Horton attended the CIO
national convention in San Francisco
and spent two months in California
tflit n s: ix-onlr about Highlander.

Zilnhiri Hunnn hu s;v.-n r th<: win-
ter organizing lor the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers in Nashville.

Initiated in Grundy County, with
the help of Highlander staff mem-
bers, the court battle over poi! tax re-

quirements for voting is moving into

the spotlight of national interest.

Henry Pirtle of Tracy City, county
seat four mites north of Highlander
Folk School, did not pay his poll tax

last year. For this reason he is denied
the right to vote by Tennessee laws.

But for a special election to choose a

representative to Congress last fall

Pirtle asked the Federal court at

Nashville to intervene against elec-

tion officials who withheld the ballot.

Legal Arguments

The case is now before the U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals and is ex-

pected to continue on through the

Supreme Court before the battle

ends. The legal argument of Pirtle's

appeal is based on the contention that

a slate does not have power to tax a

lederal function and by doing so the

state infringes upon the sovereignty

of the United States.

Pirtle is backed by the Civil Rights

Committee of the Southern Confer-
ence for Human Welfare, which has es! Free America First!"

retained Crampton Harris of Birm-
ingham as legal counsel.

Double Attac\

The Committee, whose Chairman
is Mayor Maury Maverick of San
Antonio, is making a double-bar-

relled attack on the poll tax evil. A
bill designed by the Committee has

been introduced in Cornyess 1 y Rep
rcsentativc Lee Geyer (Dem., Cal.).

If passed into law, it would prevent

any state from making payment of

poll taxes a requirement for voting

for federal officials.

Millions of workers in the South
will find themselves able to exercise

their own free choice in elections

if this campaign succeeds—millions

formerly denied the ballot or "voted"

by political bosses who paid for their

tax receipts.

Joseph Gclders of Birmingham,
secretary of the Civil Rights Com-
mittee, has been raising funds to

help support this fight by the sale

at one cent each of stamps for use

on the backs of letters. Each stamp
bears the slogan: "Abolish Poll Tax-

WITH THE ALUMNI

MATTERS FINANCIAL

The school has been helping lime
workers at Sherwood. Tennessee,
make plans tot a union medical co-

|

operatne. J. D. Bradford, a High-
lander alumnus, is president of the
A. J-\ of L. local there.

James Dombrowski was a delegate
lo the United Christian Conference
on Democracy, at Cleveland, Ohio,
|."uuiry if 2<j.

Mary Lawrance has been holding
educational classes for teamsters and
on lei uiikjii workers in Louisville,

- ,
-» mi JJl-.jilUIS.

Wt- arr- fortunate 10 have on hand
ii'.'>v a bcauiilu; collection of colored
slides (to he protected on a screen),

taken of t lie children at the nursery
;
school. There arc also a few slides of

the community and ot activities at

Highlander. Groups interested in
M.n ;.'.£ iliiie pictures shown at their

.ii;.ciuigj iluuiJ wiiic to Jim Di.un-

browski. It might be possible for a
siiff member to show the films, if

I hi- distance to be traveled is not too

Last summer Highlander's

Plymouth coach was limping so

badly we decided it had to have

a thorough overhauling. After

being hauled ofi the Tennessee

River ferry by a tractor because

the worn out clutch wouldn't

pull, Bill Buttrick arrived with

the car at a Chattanooga garage

—to be informed that the total

repair bill would amount to

S140. And that was the end of

the car's service to Highlander.

It was left with the dealer in ex-

change for a credit of $275. Now
unless we buy a new car before

May first we shall lose the cred-

it. Who will supply $500 to pay

the auto dealer ?

Highlander has a motion picture

film—PEOPLE OF THE CUM-
BERLAND—known as one of the

outstanding documentary films in

Claudia Lewis spoke on her work
at Highlander at the conference of

the country. It has been preserved

for posterity by the deposit of a copy

in the United States Archives at

Washington. But we have no means
ol showing it to anyone ourselves.

A used 16 mm. sound projector

would be welcome. A new one costs

$500.

Yes, things do wear out. There is

the mimeograph machine. After

years of hard service it still grinds

out copy—but for sure we think it is

on its last legs. A new, modern du-

plicating machine is one of our im-
portant needs.

People wear out too. An auto

wreck and several illnesses have
taken a heavy toll of time and energy

from the staff this winter. Hospital

and doctor bills still remain to be

settled.

Then there is the plumbing. What
the frigid weather did to our plant

. . . but we won't go into the horrible

details.

Highlander must have funds im-

mediately to meet the costs of the

Spring Term. We can continue our
the National Association for Nursery

J
work only if everyone who is inter-

Filucatiun in New York last fall. ShejeMrd in what wc do will contribute

also gave two lectures at the Bank St.
|
every dollar possible to the support

Christine Eversole Benson se

news that is real news. The An
bamated in Paducah is givinj

series of six broadcasts over

local radio station. These free

pcarances are in the form of si

on the meaning of the Union.

Maxton Champion has been appoi

ed regional super. isor in no
Georgia for the WPA Workt
Service Program.

Cecil Holmes reports a great victi

for the rubber workers in Ga
den. The NLRB handed dowr
favorable decision in the case t!

had been pending for 2 years.

Hilda Httlbert writes thai she is p
ducing a "practical union so

book which will contain "ft

proof accompaniments."

johnny Sullenger and Dora M
Brooks report that they recent

put on "Lolly Pop Poppa," a mu
cal comedy skit by Zilphia Horto

for the A.C.W.A. in Paduca

Dora Mac's Glee Club is still goit

strong.

Bernie Sch midt, of the Steel Worke
Organizing Committee, is helpir

with a newly organized Workei
Educational Club in Covingto
Kentucky

.

TeltsjoTo Oviedo, after leading

strike of the Pecan Workers :

which he was assaulted and ii

jured, writes that he is now 01

of work and expects to go bac

to Mexico.

Btilye Bailey, ILGWU organize

finds time to write a play eve

though she has to take time 01

to get her car rewired "as a rcsu

of stooges whacking into it leavin

me without lights, and gas line ur

connected."

Adeline Harris writes that she ha

thought of the "good old Publi

Speaking course" a number o

times lately. She has been partici

pating in panel discussions ar

ranged by the Teachers Union.

The song book put out for thei

ACWA local by Katherine ant

Elizabeth Crim, who learned mim
eographing here in the summer o
1939, is an achievement. It woulc

be hard to find a mimcogriphct
booklet that could surpass this ont

in the attractiveness of its set-uj

and the neatness and skill of exe

cution.

Odean Enestvedt, member of the

State Committee of the Minnesota

Farmer-Labor Party, brought his

bride to Highlander for the re-

union last November, and the

newlvweds have hecn wvndino
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« 'dents' Reunion
:
t For Nov. 22-24

Highlander is looking forward

to seeing old friends again at

the annual alumni mmlon
scheduled for Nov. 22-24. Home-
coming week-end Is a very spe-

cial occasion, and we are plan-

ning a program that should pro-

vide food for fun and thought

Friday evening will be devoted

to the cause of renewing old

friendships. A program of gen-

eral entertainment is planned.

More serious business gets under

way Saturday morning, with re-

ports of the activities of High-
lander, and of alumni In the

field of workers education.

Following lunch William Butt-

rick, economics teacher, will lead

a discussion on the world situa-

tion and Its relation to labor.

A rouslne «tamr of volley ball.

iiibiuiiiiui,s iaiuiiU sport, will

round off the afternoon and
work up healthy appetites for

the banquet Saturday night. Im-
promptu entertainment and sing-

ing, followed by folk dancing, is

on the evening program.
Sunday morning a report, will

be made of the C. I. O. conven-
tion.. ?.?:er -.vhicV. thrrc will be

a discussion on labor and poli-

tics.

I.n'.*
-. .'! *!.( week-end

program will be a consideration

of how the Alumni Association

c:i:i .v:;-::>i Highlander, and what
Milder)*,''- can do to help each
oilier.

A f r r''wcll sing after Sunday
dinner T-i '! officially end the

prof r ft n

•W!*W#*WT.aW
<

»? >' Vy^ff-'^^

'

WORKER-STUDENTS enjoying the peace and beauty of *e mountaina. That

Jour, who attended the fall term at Highlander, Mop at 'Eagle 1

! Cliff," > few mile,

from the acboo!, to hive l look *< the valley below.

FASCIST LEADER
ATTACKS SCHOOL

The latest attempt to discredit

Highlander by shouting "red" and
"fifth columnist" Is a forty-two

pass pamphlet. "The Fifth Column
in the Sijuih.'

1 written by Joseph
P. Ka.np. of the Constitutional

Educational League. A large part

of tin p.V'.i.'hlet is devoted to

lT;"*-,Ii--rW 4 fnrivni!" check to

Highlander for SI 00 is prominent -

... u. ..,...!., , l.. if^irup \:-. the author

of a pamphlet "The Fifth Col-

umn in Washington" which ac-

cordinp to the NATION. Novem-
ber 2. 'attempts to prove that

every Now Dealer from the Presi-

de:-.! d:--.v
r

: to thf. most humble
clerk is n Communist by convic-

tion and a fifth columnist by

choice."

Columnist John Templf Craves
Jl wriLun: in The Ashe»ilit i.'iti-

iC«Miiii!Ut'ii On Page- *l"v»}

Busy Fall Term Trains 27 Students in Better Unionism

The fall term for workers,

which closed Oct. 26, brought 22

regular- and five special students

to Highlander for six weeks of

resident study. These students,

together with the 203 visitors

who came during the session

represented 28 international la-

bor unions.
The students came from ten

states and Mexico. Federico Sal-

azar. Mexican electrical worker,

was sent to Highlander by the

Pan-American Union as part of

a program of exchanging stu-

dents between the two coun-

tries. He is a member and offi-

cer of the labor union for his

industry, Sindicato Mexicano de

Electricistas.

The Eleanor Roosevelt schol-

arship, announced earlier this

year, was awarded to Ed Blair,

president of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers local at Nash-

ville.

In addition to the regular

classes in history, economics, un-

ion problems, dramatics, parlia-

mentary law, union publicity,

there were weekly panel discus-

sions on problems of interest to

labor. The discussion on organ-

izing was chaired by Edward P.

Callaghan. vice president of the

American Federation of Hosiery

Workers. Rev. Ellsworth Smith,
i pastor of the Chattanooga Third

!
Presbyifrrian Church, led a panel

on cooperatives. The panel on
national defense was led by Yel-

verton Cowherd, Birmingham re-

gional C. I. O. director and past

commander of the American Le-

gion In Alabama
WiilJn.il Eaves, region id direc-

i
tor for th<- U S. Wage and Hour

Division, gave an important dis-

cussion of the enforcement pro-

cedures for the wage and hour

law. Copies of his speech were

distributed to the press and pub-

lic from Mr. Eaves' Nashville of-

fice, and his remarks were met
with much interest from the stu-

dents here and the general public.

Bernard Borah, southern di-

rector of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers, taught a class

on contracts. Also assisting 'with

classes were Paul Christopher,

secretary of the Tennessee In-

dustrial Union Council, and Al-

ton Lawrence, southern repre-

sentative of Labor's Non-Partlsan

League.
Other speakers during the term

included Lucy Randolph Mason,

Public Relations representative

for the C. I- O. In the South;

George Bass, of the United Rub-
ber Workers; Elmer Brown, pres-

ident of the New York local of

the Typographical Union; Vir-

gil Conner, editor of the South-

ern News Almanac; Orville Mas-
tin, cooperative expert; Gerald

Harris, Sr.. president of the Ala-

bama Farmers Union; Dr. Lil-

lian Johnson, donor of the High-

lander Folk School property;

John Schulter. Southern repre-

sentative of the United Retail

and Wholesale Employees of

America; Roy Reynolds, presi-

dent of the Chattanooga Print-

ing Pressmen's Union; Joe Geld-

ers, secretary of the Civil Rights

Committee of the Southern Con-

ference of Human Welfare; Den-
nis Nelson and Preston Valicn of

Fisk University, and Margot
Gayie of the Women's Commit-
tee on Abolition of Poll Tax.

Capital Leaders -

Plan HFS Party

Mrs. Francis Biddle and Mr.

Archibald MacLeish will give

readings from their poems as the

feature event of a Highlander

benefit at Pierce Hall, Washing-

ton, D. C. on the evening of

Dec. 6. The prt-gram will include

the singing of folk ballads and

workers' songs by Mrs. Zilphia

Horton and short talks by Myles

Horton and James Dombrowski

of the Highlander staff.

The benefit is being arranged

by the Highlander Washington
committee composed of Mr. Mal-
colm Ross, chairman; Mrs. Clif-

ford Durr, vice chairman; Dr,

Elizabeth Webb, secretary; Mrs.

Michael Straight, assistant sec-

retary; and Charles E. Handy,
treasurer.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

will head the list of patronesses

and will attend. Other sponsors

are Mrs. Cordell Hull, Mr. and
Mrs. John M, Carmody, Hon.
and Mrs. Lee Geyer, Miss Kath-
ryn Lewis, Miss Mary Anderson,
secretary and Mrs. Harold Icies,

Mr. and Mrs. Gifford Pinchot, Mr.
and Mrs, Corrin Strong, Hon. and
Mrs. Benham Baldwin, Hon. and
Mrs. John Coffee, Hon and Mrs.
John Collier.

SCHOOL RECEIVES
NEW ENDORSEMENTS

cMM^V CS)

Space does not permit us to

print the many endorsements

and friendly letters that have

come to Highlander in recent

months.
As we enter the ninth year of

service as an educational and
cultural center for southern

workers we are happy to know
that never before has the school

enjoyed such widespread sup-

port.

Labor leaders:

John L Lewis wrote on Oct.

10. "I should like to take this

occasion to commend the work
of the Highlander Folk School,

and to endorse its program and
objectives. I think that the school

is performing a noteworthy task

in the field of liberal and useful

education, and that real recog-

nition is due for the generous

and effective support which it

gives to the struggles of labor in

the South."
Dr. George S. Counts, presi-

dent of the American Federation

of Teachers, "I have every con-

fidence in the Highlander Folk

School as an institution thor-

(Contlnned On Page Two)
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NASHVILLE BANNER
SLANDERS WORKERS

TJ.v ",».:.»:( Banner does not

like"organized labor. It does not

like labor schools. In September

the Banner sent its reporter, Mr.

Richard Battle, to Grundy Coun-

ty to gei a story about the Folk

School. The article raises the

old "led" issue again and also

announces the amazing discov-

ery that bankers, manufacturers,

and anti-labor employers do not

like Highlander. Mr. Battle doer

not quote our neighbors. In fact

he does not seem to think high-

ly of mountain people in gen-

eiai, for he speaks of them with

frank contempt. "The country

people, the residents of cluttered

cabins and untidy shacks," is his

way of d'.'sc-itung these proud

and sturdy Americans. As a mat-

te"- of fact anyone who knows

(he mounU'r people knows that

their cabins usually are models

ol tidiness and neatness. We
wii:','i<v what Mr Battle's house

,„,„„ „.,,. „,., .. ,,t- had only

$P0 a year cash income, which

It, a'i t.)5!> t
tl-.oissnnrts of moun-

tain families receive

Fall Keek-End Institutes

The annual institute for hos-

iery workers from Tennessee,

Alabama and Georgia was con-

ducted this fall by Larry Rogln,

educational director of the

APHW, and members of the

Highlander staff. Hosiery union

officials stated that this Institute

was the most successful In the

history of the Trl-Btate organi-

zation.

Dr. Ellsworth Smith, coopera-

tive expert and pastor of the

Third Presbyterian Church In

Chattanooga, led an Institute on

Cooperatives participated In by

rural and urban leaders.

Representatives of 22 labor or-

ganizations gathered for a

LNPL Institute directed by A. A.

Hartwell of the national office

of the League and Alton Law-
rence. Southern representative.

The final week-end Institute

was on Workers' Education and

was conducted by the Highlander

staff for Business and Profes-

sional, and Industrial YWCA
secretaries from five southern

states and the D. of C.

NEW ENDORSEMENTS
(Continued From Page One)

FASCIST LEADER
(Continued From Page One)
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GUEST NEWS
Mrs. Virginia Durr. vice chair-

man of Highlander's Washington

Committee, and Barbara Price,

secretary to John L. Lewis, stayed

with us for a week.

Dr. Lillian Johnson, donor of

the Folk School property, visited

us for a week during the fall

term.
Paul Christopher, secretary

-

treasurer of the C. I. O. in Ten-

nessee, was guest of honor at the

Farewell Banquet.

N. A. Zonarich, president of

the Aluminum Workers of Amer-
ica, came by for an afternoon

shortly after the term.

oughly devoted to the interests

of working people and the cause

of American Democracy." Ed-

ward S. Callaghan, second vice

president of the American Fed-

eration of Hosiery Workers and

southern director, "After a num-
ber of years with having contact

and personal visits to the High-

lander Folk School we have

found it to be the most out-

standing of Its kind in the

United States."

Nashville Trades and Labor

Council:

In September when the Nash-

ville Banner carried an un-

friendly article the Nashville

Trades and Labor Council pass-

ed a strong resolution, "Resolved:

That the Nashville Trades and

Labor Council In its regular

meeting, Sept. 25, 1940, expresses

regret at the dissemination of

the groundless rumors against

the Highlander Folk School; that

the Council regards attacks on

the school as a part of the basic

opposition toward the labor

movement in general; that the

Council expresses confidence in

the fundamental soundness of

the objectives of this labor

school; that the resolution be

sent to the press."

ate and derogatory journalistic

exploitation of the Highlander

Folk School's ideals and activi-

ties by zealous newspapers which

are alarmist in Intention not

only tend to Jeopardize the good

work of the Highlander Folk

School but increase suspicion of

a free press in America." And
from Henry M. Thompson, mer-

chant of Tracy City, our County

seat, comes the following. " . . .

After spending 4B years with the

people of this section, I think I

know quite a lot of what has,

and is going on here. . .. I have

been to the school on numerous
occasions, have had ample op-

portunity to find out it they

were Communists or were teach-

ing that theory in the school,

and will state that I h:j ve never

seen or heard one thing that

would lead me to believe they

were anything but a group of

Americans trying to help the

people of the Cumberlands en-

Joy more of the American way
of life."

Kamp

on ^rtf

John Dewey:

"When the Highlander Folk

School was founded, I wrote that

I regarded it as one of the most
important social - educational

projects in America. The achieve-

ments of the school in the past

eight years confirm my original

judgment.
The organized labor move-

ment is one of the most impor-

tant, if not the most important,

bulwark of democracy. Helping

southern unions to educate an
intelligent native leadership, and
in promoting a better under-

standing of collective bargaining,

the Highlander Folk School is

making a considerable contribu-

tion of democratic institutions."

Ministers:

Rev. Eugene Smathers, Big

Lick, Tenn., Presbyterian minis-

ter, author of a pamphlet re-

cently published by the Fellow-

ship of Southern Churchmen on
the church and the community.
"In this day when democracy is

on the defensive it is exceeding-

ly important that every group in

our population be accorded its

rights. This includes labor's

right to organize and to have

schools which prepare Its leaders

for their task in a democracy.
The one labor' school which Is

doing this task well in the South

is the Highlander Folk School.

Rev. Marshall Wingfield, pas-

«en, October 31. has aome Inter-

esting biographical data on the

author of these pamphlets. "Kamp
has a record a mile long as

fellow-worker with Fascists}

America. . . . Keeping In

that the only Fifth Column
this war which has betrayed any

country has been composed of

Fascists, it Is interesting to read

that until 1937 Kamp edited the

pro-Fascist magazine THEAWAK-
ENER. On his staff were Harold

Lord Varney, Fascist propagand-

ist, and Lawrence Dennis, author

of "The Coming American Fas-

cism." When the AWAKENER
suspended publication, Kamp
wrote to a follower. The work

will be carried on by the Con-

stitutional Educational League'

(Kamp's present vehicle) . . .

Kamp was one of the sponsors of

'the Hotel Biltmore meeting at

which General Moseley was asked

to ride the white horse for an

American Fascist putsch."

Leaders of the Constitutional

Educational League were sub-

poenaed by the LaFotlette Com-
mittee and ordered to bring all

record! The daly before Mr.

Kamp loaded the records In his

car and disappeared. In his tes-

timony before the Committee Mr.
Chester A. Hanson, Secretary-

treasurer of the Constitutional

Educational League, stated mat
the purpose of the League was

"education pertaining to the Con-
stitution." Testimony developed

the fact that the Constitutional

Educational League had nothing

to do with the Constitution or

with education.

Testimony before the Commit-
tee also showed that the League

sold 40,000 copies of a pamphlet,

"Join the CIO and Help Build a

Soviet America" to the Republic

Steel Company which were dis-

tributed wherever steel workers

were trying to organize. The
south was flooded with these

pamphlets during the campaign

of the Textile Workers Organiz-

ing Committee in 1937.

tor First Congregational Church

of Memphis, moderator of Ten-
nessee Conference and Historian-

in-chief of Sons of Confederate

Veterans, "... the school is do-

ing an excellent and much need-

ed work in its area."

Y. W. C. A. Secretary:

Miss Josephine Abrams. in-

dustrial secretary, YWCA, Knox-
vllle, Tenn., "The school is do-
ing a fine piece of work not only

for the students but also for the
community as a whole.. I only

wish there were more places do-
ing simitar work."
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'Crusaders' Seek
To Close HFS

The Highlander Polk School is

a hotbed of communism—the
Russian flag is saluted at the end
of every cias.i and the students
sing "Keep the Red Flag Waving"
—the school Is against the U. S.
government, publicizes the poverty
of Grundy County, and has a de-
moralizing and disintegrating ef-
fect on the county generally.

These and other charges of Use
same kind were cooked up by C.
H. Kilby. a petty official of the
Tennessee Consolidated Coal Co.,
and made the excuse for a night-
time mass march on the school
las'. November 12th. "Just a plain
peaceful business viskatlon," an-
nounced Mr. Kilby. But the

^ - -- . :
.-,:...•, espec-

ially when irom the other side of
his mouth this swaggering little
man declared: "It is the duty of
every community afflicted with
un-American groups to act."

Pr'.eiid', of labor, of democracy,
and of plain law and order sent
i/iul»\->t eft ci jimu-Kl t/i Kilby and
hit uf.-.'.Hu-r ij

: rr.nnt [,.p in a
li.csiiHic ii,.i.:j > r-.nLic- Cooper.
governor of Che stats*.

FEBRUARY, 19

THE WHITE HOUSE,
WASHINGTON

My Dear Mr. Dombrowski: i

**"»* *> *«
/ am sending you the same amount as I sent you last yearas my contribution toward a scholarship in the Highlanderr OlK bCflOOl.

I have had the school checked by people in whom f haveabsolute confidence and am convinced that the newspaper at-tack and the groups u>hich have been opposed to you are notopposed to you because of any Communist activities but be-cause they are opposed to labor organization and, therefore

l^hLf^^- h
l* Aeemf t0 ?* a moat unu*- e <"** »hort-sxghted attitude and, therefore, 1 am continuing my support

I hope this spring to come down to see the school myself.
Very sincerely yours,

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT.
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National C. I. O.
Endorsement

The C.I.O. convention meeting
in Atlantic City un&tilmously ap-
proved a resolution, November
22nd, endorsing the aims and pro-
gram of the Highlander Folk
School. The endorsement was in-
troduced by William Turnblazer,
President of the Tennessee Indus-
trial Union Council and District
19 of the United Mine Workers of
America, and bore the personal
signatures of five international
union presidents, four vice presi-
dents of the C. I. O., and prac-
tically every southern director
present. The convention con-
demned efforts to "discredit and
defame" Highlander "as an attack
on the progressive labor move-
ment of the South."

proposed second conference—to a
man the Crusaders failed to ac-
knowledge receipt of the invita-
tions.

We would like to think there
is no danger in the activities
of such a creature, but whether
he is himself aware of Jt, there
is In his manipulation of the
sons of this and the daughters of
that, the pattern of real Fascism.
The Kllbys and their sponsors
will not rest until they have
broken up not only America's
schools for labor, but American
labor as well.

Kilby yammers that the cor?
company is a hundred per cent
for organized labor and that It
has nothing to do with this at-
tack on the school. While It is

true that since the N. I. R. A.
rfnys the company has recognized
•I " miners' union. Grundy Coun-
ty miners have not forgotten that
the T. C. C. was formed during a

., /Continued On Page Two)w
r r n n

HFS Executive
Council Formed

To Increase Highlander's con-
tribution In the field of workers
education, an executive council of
southern educators and labor rep-
resentatives has been formed to
work with directors of the school
formulating the programs and pol-
icies.

The council met at the school
December 14th and 15th, surveyed
the achievements of the year, and
contributed valuably in setting up
the program for 1941. Members
of the council are:

Bernard Borah, Southern Di-
rector Amalgamated - Clothing
Workers of America.
Roy Reynolds, President Print-

ing Pressman's Union, Chatta-
nooga.

Lucy Randolph Mason, Public
Relations Representative of the
C. I. O.

Edward S. Callaghan, Vice-
President and Southern Director
American Federation of Hoslerv
Workers.

Paul R. Christopher, Executive
Secretary Tennessee Industrial
Union Council.

George Titier, United Mine
Workers of America, District 50.

Dr. Albert Barnett, Professor of
Theology, Scarritt College, Nash-
ville.

Matt Lynch. American Federa-
tion of Hosiery Work-re. and
Chairman H. F. S. Alumni Associ-
ation,

Alton Lawrence, Southern Rep-
resentative Labor's Non-Partisan
League.

Dr. George Mayhew, Professor
of Religion, Vanderbllt University
Nashville.

Joe Dobbs, Plumbers Union A
F. of L„ Chattanooga.

JMMiinL.nLimn.LLL I

Highlander Benefix

The program for the Highlan
er Washington benefit on Decei
ber 6th consisted of the read!
of "America Was Promises"
Archibald MacLelsh; a ball,

poem "And They Lynched Hi
on a Tree", by Katherine Gan
son Chapin, sung by the Was
lngton Choral Society and t
Howard University Glee Clu
mountain and workers' baUa
sung by ZUphia Horton; and N
gro folk songs sung by Houd
Leadbetter (Leadbeily).

The sponsors were Miss Ma
Anderson, Hon, and Mrs, Benha
Baldwin, Justice and Mrs. Huj
Black, Mr. and Mrs. John Ca
mody, Hon. and Mrs. John Coffe
Hon and Mrs. John Collier, Mi
Harriet Elliot, Hon, and Mrs. Ia
Geyer, Hon. and Mrs. Leon Her.
derson, Mr. Sidney Hillman, Mr
Cordell Hull, Secretary and Mr.
Harold Ickes, Dr. Mordecal John
son. Miss Kathryn Lewis, Mn
Howell Moorehead, Mr, and Mn
Duncan Phillips, Mr. and Mn
Glfford Pinchot, Mrs. Franklin D
Roosevelt, Miss Hilda Smith, Mr
and Mrs. L. Corrin Strong,' Dr
and Mrs- John Studebaker, Hon
and Mrs, Jerry Voorhls.
Highlander's Washington com-

mittee is composed of Rev. Ernest
A. DeBordenave, Mrs. Charle*
Collier, Mrs. Clifford Durr, Mr
Charles Handy, Rev. A. T. Moole-
gan. Miss Mary Price, Mrs. Mal-
colm Ross, Mrs. Michael Straight
Miss Elizabeth Y. Webb.
The New York Committee gavt

a theatre benefit on January 12tr
using Marc Blitzsteln's new plaj
"No For An Answer." All ticket'
were disposed of and the benefii
was highly successful A 16-pag«
Illustrated pamphlet on Highland-
er was prepared by the committee
and advance copies were distrib-
uted at the theatre.

Sponsors of the benefit were:
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Askew, Mr.
and Mrs. Chester B. Bowles, Mrs.
Ethel Clyde, Mrs. Henry Epstein,
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick V. Field,

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Fillman, Mis*
Margaret Frohhbecht, Mr. and
Mrs. William Gaston, Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Gellhom, Mrs Dan-
iel S. Glllmor, Mr. and Mrs. Ar-
thur Harlow, Jr., Miss Gloria
Harris. Mr. and Mrs. Corliss La-
tnont, Mrs. William Lescaze, Mrs
D. Ellis Lilt, Mr. Marshall Mac-
Duffle, Jr., Mrs. Samuel Marcus,
Mr. and Mrs. George Marshall,

Mr. and Mrs. Lionel C. Perera.

(Continued On Page Two) a ,
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Highlights Of 194Q
,

STUDENTS—
(a >

Resident Terirs: The en-

rollment ol the Spring Term was

18 the Fall Term 27. Fall Term

students represented nine ln!.er-

national unions and came from

nine southern states and MmK
(b) Special Session: Junior

Cnion Camp for the children of

Nashville Union members, 13

members; Southern Writers Work-

shop for college students and

workers, 18 students; Work Cii:v.h

lor America for callege student*

and workers, 26 members
(c) institutes: Tri-State Con-

ference for Hosiery Workers, 40

attending; informal conference on

workers education for Business,

Professional and Industrial Sec-

retaries ol the Y. W. C. A., 11 in

"attendance from five southern

states;; Labor's Non - Partisan

Let.true 10"! at; ending from south

-

Consumers Coopf ratives. 11 at-

tending for tri-state arm Total

attendance, 272.

PANT- DISCUSSIONS DUR-
ING RESIDENT TERMS: Staff

C -h" Amalgamated Circling

Worker- of America discussing

"The i'oi^hern Scene." ifader.

\ C W A : "Organizing Meth-

ud.-\ Ji'.'.l'-: Hal Ciibb'.::^. Di-

1j, ,:<.:''- ; Ptilitir.il AcLuti by

Uiixir" l'-:idir. Alton Lawivnsr

;r:i I.-.il:-
u

'.-. N.m-

! . rv-^r I '.-.•.• »: "'Labor Lei'isla-

t
,. !:.. :

"

i)v. Addis:)!'; Cu'iler,

; ' "

; : i:>; "Or; ;i::!r\i-
'".

'..-.,«- F-'.vard S. Caliagi;-in,

i , -i -for American !>;'-

rra.Mr <>'• Howry. Workcis; "Cu-

r. ':;: ;]'''•" i-adt-r, Rev. Ellsworth

L'...'
'!

: , i t- d Pre-.byH'ri;ii,

Cl"-Tv .
Chattanooga; "National

/jlil;:..- '' -•^''- Yelvei'Um Co a -

hr"id!"i:- t'ena) Director, C. I. O .

Pirrr.ir.-hiTU.

COMMl N1TY. (V Helped cun-

mumty organize quilting cooper

-

•; ;'.: i.r/.tery "nil:; t,
..' ,

rrv.i !.;,.. iv m;Ti;b.:is. s'arn'ii -

BENEFITS I

(Continued From Page One)

Jr.. Mr and Mrs. Eliot Pratt, Mr
and Mrs. Bernard Reis, Mr. Paul

Robeson, Miss Barbara Wertbeim

The NashviMe committer spon-

sored a public meeting for High-

lands, November 15th, in the

cImpel of the Methodist Board of

Foreign Missions. Jim Dornbrow-

ski described the work of the

school, and Mrs. C. R. Star.-,

President of the Summerficld

Parent-Teachers Association, gave

her reasons for endorsing it.

EDUCATION, January, 1940; (2>

"It Takes Courage and Ingenuity".

by Claudia Lewis, PROGRESSIVE
EDUCATION, October, 1640; (3)

"Highlander Polk School, An In-

formal History", by Leon Wilson,

MOUNTAIN LIFE AND WORK,
Pall, 1840; t4i "Highlander Poll:

School", part of an article on

Folk Schools, by James Dombrow-

ski, Journal of Adult Education,

October, 1840; (5) "A Good School

Under Attack", by Bruce Bllven,

editorial in THE NEW REPUB-
LIC, December, 1840.

EXTENSION: Mary Lawranc;

spent three months in Louisville

with a recreational and educa-

tional program for truck drivers

uiid textile workers, and two

months In Alcoa with aluminum
workers. Myics and Zilphia Hor-

.[>:. sp:!ii two "weeks leading dis-

cussion and singing in camps for

industrial and professional girls,

Y. W. C. A. Zilphia Horton was

in charge of the office and organ

-

;
izing for the Amalgamated Cloth-

j
ing Workers in Nashville. Staff

|

members made frequent trips

j

throughout the southeast visiting

I alumni, speaking to union groups.

j
attending conferences, local and

I
national.

1 VISITORS; 690 visitors signti

I the school guest book during 1940.

County And
Community News

Highlander has long wanted a

traveling library as. part at Its

county service. Last month the

project took to the road with

Mary Lawrence as chauffeur and

iibrarian. Twice a week the car

tours the county, and people lit-

erally wait in the road lor it. In

January 83 books were withdrawn

once, 10 books twice, and 2 books

3 times.

A Sacred Harp singing Cass

directed by Zilphia Horton, has

been meeting once a week since

December 29th. The average at-

tendance is 15, and it is growing.

Some of the Singers recall how

their parents and grandparents

used to sing the stirring old Sa-

cred Harp "spirituals." Old man
Summers, grandson of the original

settler ol Summerfield, walked a

mile plus to be with us a lew

Sundays ago and said he hadn't

heard such singing in fifty years.

The pottery kiln, built for the

SummeriieW Cooperative and the

school by last summer's Work
Camp for America, was fired ex-

perimentally and baked a vase Lc

perfection. The Coop meets twice

a week to work up its clay, ano

there are prospects of some beau-

tiful pieces.

Maria Stenzel, handcraft teach-

er, is beginning a children's class

in puppetry. The first production.

Hansel and Gretel with overtone

of the local labor-Crusader ba:

tie, was a smash success.

Highlander gave two Christma:

parties, one for children of the

Nursery School, another for older

children. Santa Claus, actim>

something like Dad Horton, dis-

pelled the magnificent treasures

af clothing, books, and toys .con-

tributed by friends of the school

<:

-rvnoNs Mi -OUR

,ij,\ V. i '.AT IT MEANS stil-

-
:

:< SOUTH OF TI IK

il. :'-'i. . i.'..>v on iiii
1 poli !.:'-.

-o;.-<;:-; OF FIELD AND FAC-
srV <;>> Reports of st'ident
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CRUSADERS

(Continued From P««* One)

lockout, that the mines were

manned with strikebreakers, that

the company locked out the min-

ers in 1924 and broke toe union,

and that for twenty years the as-

sets of the company have Includ-

ed five machine guns. Somebody

is going down In his pocket for

Kllby's traveling and agitating ex-

penses (a lot of which are occur-

ring on the company's time) and

it is not, we venture, Mr. Kilby.

who is about the biggest deadbsat

the mountain has ever known.

The coal company has some in-

teresting connections with Joseph

P. Kamp, the out and out Fascist

propagandist whose scurrilous

publication "The Fifth Column in

The South" we described in the

November FLING. Alvin Hender-

son, a leading Crusader and cash-

ier 'of the company controlled

First National Bank of Tracy City.

gave out the photograph of Mrs.

Roosevelt's first hundred dollar

check for Highlander which ap-

pears in Kamp's "Fifth Column."

Hundreds of these pamphlets were

distributed in the county Just be-

fore the projected vigilante march.

and convenient take-one piles

were kept on the company store

counters.
Thanks to this "crusade" High-

lander has now more friends than

ever, "Your fight is our fight,"

writes the Goodwill Furnace

Workers Union of Wrigley, Ten-

nessee, sending a ten dollar con-

tribution. It is one of many. A
county local of the United Mine
Workers of America has passed a

resolution endorsing the school.

Summerfield residents have or-

dered Kilby out of their houses

when he has come to peddle his

"absolute facts."

The fight Is by no means fin-

ished. The NEW REPUBLIC.
which carried an excellent ac-

count of the affair hi its Decern

-

bsr 9th issue, says: "There are

plenty of people in Tennessee who
don't want a school that prepares

efficient spokesmen for labor, and

will stoop to almost anything to

destroy it."

Conference On

The second State Conference Or,

Democracy In Tennessee will be

held in Nashville, February 22-23.

with W. O. Lowe as chairman and

HoUis Reid, legislative represent-

ative of the Railroad Brother-

hoods, as executive vice-chairman

Poll Tax repeal, protection ol

civil liberties, and the rights ol

labor will be the main subject

of discussion.

Highlander urges everyone in-

terested in the preservation o:
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Former Students

Organizing
Here are the current organiz-

ing and negotiating activities of

Hollander students:

Cecil Pegues, member of the

Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers,
recently organized the Dixie Metal
Products Company of Bessemer,

Alabama, a lough job to judge by

previous attempts at unionization

there. Currently he is negotiat-

ing a contract for the new union.

Cecil is also business agent for

tin. WholeJile Local of the Bir-

mingham Retail Clerks.

An election was recently held

and won by the TWUA at the
Louisville Sanitary Wipers Com-
p::r.y. Li? Yirion. Highlander 1940.

j „ <.... ^...^i,,!.-, in the two
week organizing that brought on
the vietory. HI Yadon is a board

member of the TWUA. Local 2.

Ed Blair, who attended High-
lander on the Eleanor Roosevelt
f= , i-.'i'i--;h:]' is organizing for the
A-'iiliMTnitrd At the successful

Cm;, m :-.:.iih-h in Atlanta he was in
::t!:riain;r.pnt on

the picket line and in Use strike

t- !'.!.

• ':.- ff|jaril»liiL'

:", r The :;i:B::-nntlonal Cement.
T nr.'l Oypsum Workers (A.

„: :, . :., i\..jxviiie.

17, . or. ' :".lzer sr.d President

..
' :.'.' T: 1

! !;; iter Alumni Associ-

:..:.. J_:. j.tJi is. back in Ten-
.!.":'. .„"vera! months of ac-

:. ... -; ;.'..'.., i;..;ippi

.7 '-!),-. PsTf, TWUA, was one of

:
;

. :': ri'gotiators at the

.-^ij.j.-.uc MiUE. Lumberion, N. C.
•-,'. ..'''•: Vrvi.-ht wage increases

ranging from S per cent to 15*

prr cent. John's Union has ac-

qrired a new hall.

Other Alumni Activity

Bil... Ji«.jfi'i local ILCWU, in

/,.:.: :.. rev. has a hall. Billye Is

^" !:•.- a1 *.!••• union's educational

Li.i.n. .:.!j. «mu .-finis the following

: ;i"t classes for
•' •• '>'• rr'. for negro

ji!' ir.Li-rs hj ai- uii procedure, par-

li..i!!vi]tary law and public speak

-

ipf» v-ut/jrv of trade unions and
'' . V. L" ..n:i study of gar-

i- •.,' Miii.i.ifai.tLire. In the recre-

,,.; ;.:• '..':.- .-. are bingo games,
j ..:...,. L. .l.i. . >UKi Mr. I. Q.'s,

jl;i: lor white members end col-

0. nit-mber^ Plans are being
r i :;-;:• to extend the classes to

firi.-'n, G'-oifia, where there are

:i.-: aiurnnl.

...... ii ,i ji «as alected re-

. ii:::.: .^-ciLtsry of her Nashville
i;,.., ... i /.,.;,( injt her job, and is

Tennessee
Commonwealth
Federation
Organized
Accepting the challenge of John

B. Thompson, chairman of the

Southern Conference For Human
Welfare, that "all men are to be

judged in their devotion to real

democracy by their willingness to

defend and extend it in times of

emergency," the Tennessee Con-
ference on Democracy meeting in

Nashville on Washington's birth-

day ornanized the Tennessee
Commonwealth Federation.

The purpose of this organiza-

tion is "to join in common cause

all men and women, including

those who labor on the farm, in

office, mine, mill, or elsawhere,

for concerted independent politi-

cal action."

H. V. Reid, legislative repre-
sentative of the Railroad Broth-
erhoods, was made chairman and
an executive board was elected

from the C. I. O., A. F. of L., the

four Railroad Brotherhoods, and
liberal groups who had jointly

sponsored the conference. Mrs.
Ruth Cutler. 1018 Cotton States
Bldg., Nashville, Is the Federa-
tion's Secretary.

By resolution the Federation
condemned the "Grundy County
Crusaders," pointing ou that the

Crusaders' attacks on labor people

and labor institutions constitute

a threat to democracy and na-

tional unity.

Pirtle Case Goes to

Supreme Court
The Henry Pirtle poll tax case

will be taken to the U. S. Su-
preme Court this spring by the
Southern Conference For Human
Welfare and the United Mine
Workers of America. The ease

has been in the courts since Sep-
tember, 1939. Pirtle, a resident of

Grundy County, Tennessee, ob-

jected to paying for the right to

vote and sued three election

judges and the Attorney General
of Tennessee. On March 6th, 1941,

the Sixth U. S. Circuit Court of

Appeals gave a decision in favor

of the poll tax. •

With the poll tax fight taking

on national interest, there have
come many requests for copies of

"South of the Ballot," the anti-

poll tax play written by High-
lander students.

BEREA CONFERENCE
Staff members and alumni took

part in a Labor-Student Confer-
ence, held last month at Berea,
Kentucky, and sponsored by the
Y. W. C. A.
Myles Horton of Highlander and

Dr. Arthur Raper of the Farm
Security Administration were the
principal speakers. Singing was
led by Zllphia Horton. Entertain-

ment hlghspot was the play put

on by Bernie Schmidt, former stu-

dent, with a cast from the Steel

Workers Union of Cleveland,

Ohio. Other Highlander alumni
present were Jackye Kwallek and
Lillian Sargent, of Lexington.

Bernie Schmidt (summer '39) is

the new secretary of the High-
lander Alumni Association, and
editor-publisher of the "Alum-
news," official organ of the Alum-
ni Association. Mary Lawrence

has replaced Bill Buttrick as

Alumni Corresponding Secretary.

National LNPL
Director To Speak
John T. Jones, National^^R

rector of Labor's Non-ParTHTn
League and President of District

16, U. M. W- of A., has accepted

Highlander's invitation to speak

to the spring term students. As
legislative representative of the

C. I. O., Mr. Jones has been car-

rying on the fight for passage

of the Federal Coal Mine Safety

BilL

A large number of labor peo-

ple from Tennessee and adjoin-

ing states are planning to be

present Sunday, May 18, when
Mr. Jones will speak.

Robert Cruden, URWA. to Teach

Robert Cruden, publicity direc-

tor of the United Rubber Work-
ers, will join the teaching staff

for the spring term. Mr, Cruden
was here last spring. We axe

happy to have him come back.

RECENT ENDORSEMENTS
The United Mine Workers, locai

7706 in Grundy County, and the

International Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers Union are among
the organizations which have re-

cently endorsed Highlander.

THE HIGHLANDER STAFF
On the way back from the

Berea Student-Labor Conference,

Myles and Zilphia Horton stopped

at Lexington to visit the many
alumni there. Jackye Kwallex
arranged the meeting. Present

were Mrs. Adams and Pauline
Adams, HI Sargent, Zola Spiegel,

Elizabeth and Bob Hall. Pauline

Adams and her Junior Union put
on an original play.

Mary Lawrance spoke to the At-

lanta Workers Education Confer-

ence in December on "Education

in Local Unions." She returned

in January to attend the South-

ern Conference of the Textile

Workers. During the Christmas
season she addressed the executive

board of Branch 10, American
Federation of Hosiery Workers,

Reading, Penn., who contributed

to the school; and on February

3rd she outlined the school's pro-

gram for the Goodwill Furnace
Workers Union of Wrlgley, Ten-
nessee, another contributor.

Mary Lawrance,
<•« iiH.n.i ntihliril:

HFS teacher, shows Pearl Allen a point
i Others in the orouv are Llovd Davis.

SCHEDULE FOR 1941

May 12-24 Two week term
for union workers.

June 7 and 8 Institute for

American Federation of Hos-
iery Workers.

June 8-21 Junior Union
Camp.
June 30-July 28 Work Camp

for America.
July 28-August 9 Writers

Workshop.
August 18-September 27 Six

n-Qcir tni-tn tnr union workers.



SPRING TERM FOR SOUTHERN WORKERS

May 12

to

May 24

WHAT FORMER STUDENTS SAY:

"My term at Highlander helped by teaching me
the principles underlying unionism and by giving me
contact with the labor leaders throughout the entire
southern region."—C. M., University of Virginia.

"Studying at Highlander aided me in my work
n> grievance cdmmitteeman and precinct worker in

politics."—J. P., a North Carolina Textile Worker.

"I learned to conduct union meetings, lay out
posters and pamphlets, and got a clearer view of
how and why unions are formed.''—N. H., a Hosiery
Worker, North Carolina.

THE COURSES
• Among the courses are public speaking, parliamen-
tary law, union publicity, mimeographing and poster
making, labor economics and history, union prob-
lems, dramatics, and singing. The men and women
who teach these subjects have had organizational
and educational experience with unions. In addition
to the regular classes, there are always timely dis-
cussions led by prominent labor officials and repre-
sentatives of the Federal Government.

• Training at Highlander is given to industrial, pro-
fessional and rural workers, both men and women.
A recommendation from the student's local organi-
zation is required.

• Students should bring old clothes and shoes, for
the "essi<ms are not all studywork. There will be
hiking through the Spring woods and along the
bluffs, night campfires for a supper in some far
gurge. Volleyball, baseball, and horseshoe pitching
are favorite after-class sports. Singing and square
dancing are indoor activities. Highlander has its own
mountain band; students who can play anything port-
alJ i: Jii'e urged to bring it with them.

« Full cost of the two week course is $15. A few
scholarships, covering all or part of the expense while
at the school, are available.

Enrollment for the Spring term is now going on

—

those interested should write at once for application
blanks.
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PLANS LAID FOR
WRITERS SCHOOL
Highlander will hold its third

annual workshop for student

writers July 28 through August 9.

The session will be under the di-

rection of the school and is being
sponsored by Paul Green, William
S. Knickerbocker, Julia Collier

Harris, Millen Brand. Babettc
Deutsch and Genevieve Taggard.

The Teachers
Teachers will be specially as-

sembled for this session. In change
of short story and poetry will be
Mary Lapsley, novelist, magazine
writer, and former teacher of

Charles W. Ferguson, an asso-

ciate editor of "The Reader's Di-
gest" and author of "Fifty Mil-

lion Brothers" and "The Confu-
sion of Tongues." will teach non-
fiction writing, including the spe-

cial subjects of radio journalism

and the picture story.

I,pfi!fi'- N .Trine;; formerly of the

Carolina Playmakers and a play-

—writing student of Paid Green i

-L.j.i r.-.- "'.ii> " Koch, now a
faculty meber of Missouri State

Teachers College where he directs

the annual Midwestern Folk

Drama Festival, will teach play-

writing

Guest Speakers

A number of well-known South-

ern writers. Harrj' Harrison Kroll,

James Siiii. Ida L! Moore, H. C.

Nixon anv.ni; others, have writ-

ten that they will visit the school

duiJig Jii Woikshop, their plans

permitting at that time.

Those lnerested In enrolling

should apply at once to the Work-
shop Director, Leon Wilson. Total

cost o; the session, tuition and
board 'tchided, is $30; one week,

$15.

JUNIORS CAMP
Ai m Lt jtiLAi\ L)t:R
Twenty-three boys and girls be-

(kwt. ihi- aires of eight and fii-

teen have completed the second
pmtua.1 Junior Union Camp for

Workers' children at Highlander,

which was held during the two
weeks following June 9.

Zilphia Horton and Margaret
Pry;-n »•«" in charge of the camp.

Zilph: 1

. t::::;;ht folk dancing and
singing; Maria Stenzel held class-

es tn arts and crafts. The boys

AT THE TENNESSEE CIO CONVENTION: Left •- right: Zilph;» Horton;
William Turnbla*er, president. Diltrict 19. UMWA. and Jive HFS alumni:
Edna Lamb, pa9t president. Local 95, ACWA, LaFollette: DiSlsrd King, frater-

nal delegate from the Summerfield Cooperative: Paul Winn, vice-president. Lo-

cal 3M, 1UMMSW, Wrigley; Ed Blair. ACWA organizer, Nashville: Billie Cav-

inej. financial secretary. UCAPAWA local. Memphis.

Twenty-Eight Workers
Attend Spring Term

Twenty-eight organized workers, equally divided

between full and part-time students, attended the short

Spring course at Highlander, May 12 to 24.

Among the representatives of 15

AFL, CIO and unaffiliated nation-

al organizations were sugar and

construction workers from New
Orleans, boatmen and packing

house workers from Memphis, and
teachers, office workers and min-
ers from eight states. With few
exceptions, the students were of-

ficials of newly-formed organiza-

tions.

The regular staff was assist-

ed by John T. Jones, CIO leg-

islative representative, and La-

bor's Non-Partlsan League di-

rector; William Eaves, regional

Wage and Hour director; Hollis

W. Keirt, legislative representa-

tive of the Railroad Brotherhood
and chairman of the Tennessee
Commonwealth Federation;
Paul R. Christopher, state CIO
secretary; Lewis Jones, Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers, Flsk

University; William Denton,

chairman Atlanta Industrial

Union Council and member of

the United Automobile Work-
»«.-. Mirrnnl I inont urllH-

ment, Columbia University; and
Alton Lawrence, Southern

LNTL representative.

The two weeks' session provided

an opportunity for various groups

to get together. Eighty-one rep-

resentatives of 23 national unions
from all brunches of organized la-

bor met for a week-end confer-

ence on Southern problems. Offi-

cials of the Tennessee Common-
wealth Federation, the Southern

! Conference for Human Welfare

and LNPL discussed a concerted

attack on the poll tax and anti-

social legislation.

People from the community
joined the students In evening
classes, square dances, singing, ball

?ames and picnics.

The regular six weeks' summer
term will be held from Aug. 18

to Sept. 27 for men and women
of office, factory, field and mine.

A limited number of scholarships

covering all expenses are avail-

able. The second scholarship
nmviiM riv Mrs. W.onsevelt will

ALUMNI ARE
CIO DELEGATES
Miss Billie Cavtness, a member

of UCAPAWA from Memphis, and
a student in Highlander's Spring
term 1941, was elected a vice-

president of the state CIO body
at its second annual convention
held in Chattanooga May 31, June
1. Other former students of High-
lander attending the convention
as delegates were Ed Blair, Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers organ-
izer and holder of the Eleanor
Roosevelt scholarship in 1940;
Paul Winn, Mine, Mill and Smel-
ter Workers Union, Wrigley, Term.,
Edna Lamb, ACWA, LaFollette,
Tenn.; Zilphia Horton and Dil-
lard King were visitors.

HFS Endorsement
A resolution reiterating the en-

dorsement of Highlander was
passed. The resolution took notice
of the fact that Highlander had
been attacked recently by organ-
izations not identified with the la-

bor movement and said that "any
attack on the Highlander Folk
School by an ' individual or organ-
ization will be regarded as an at-
tack on the organized labor move-
ment, and such individuals and
organizations will brand them-
selves as enemies of organized la-

bor in Tennessee and the South."
The report of Paul Christopher,

executive secretary and treasurer,

showed remarkable progress in
expanding the organization. Wil-
liam Turnblazer, of the UMWA,
was reelected president.

Sacred Singers
Have Meet Here
An all day singing with "dinner

on the grounds" was held at the
school in April. The songs were
those of the "Original Sacred
Harp," a choral collection contin-

uously in use in the rural South
for 97 years.

Thirty members of the Summer-
field Sacred Harp Class partici-

pp.teti and were Joined by Rpven
veteran Sacred Harpers from Law-
rence County, the Tennessee
stronghold of this kind of music.
Mr. L. P. Odem, speaking for the
visitors, urged the Summerfield
Class to attend one of the Law-
rence County conventions, and
the Summerfield group asked the

visitors to return.

The Summerfield Sacred Harp
Class, directed by Zilpha Horton
of fho Wio-hlaTirlpr fitaff has met
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A Day at the Nursery School
By JOAN PAYNE, Director

Highlander Folk School reopened on May 12 its nursery school
for the Summerfield community, a program which now enters its

third year. The director is being assisted by Dorothy Thomas of
Summs-rfielil. Twelve children, ranging in age from 2 1-2 to 6 years,
are enrolled in the school with five more planning to start within
the next few weeks.

By 8:45 each weekday morning there are seven or eight chil-
dren playing around the school building. One child is a spirited
horse pulling a red wagon. Another child is the serious driver. The
porch is a house with the preparation of food for the dolls an im-
portant task. Around the corner of the house there is a group of
children each waiting his turn on the swing. The child already on
the swine is performing acrobatic tricks to the delight of the wait-
ing onlookers.

The children, racing around with the other red wagon to which
the trailer is attached, have a collision with the "horse and wagon."
The difficulties which arise are settled. At 10 the children get ready
for milk an 1

! crackers. After this there is a quiet time of reading
and then a group activity such as a hiding game, music or hiking.
Ey l(i 45 the children have returned to the individual or smaller
group ni-tivirics of their own choosing. After putting the toys and
materials away, the group comes together for a game, to listen to
the- victrola. or for a story. At noon the children are on their way
'

'
ri ''"' "' ^y, which is not. without its variations, has

ariseii ou: ol t tie activity, patterns of the children in the group.
Plans are being considered, with the hope that they may soon

bf curiii-u" out, I'oi the extension of the school day until two o'clock
with a hot lunch being served at noon.

O

The New Orleans Program

WORK CAMP IS IN SESSION
Works Camps for America, now a division of the

International Student Service, is sponsoring a work
camp at Highlander again this Summer.

The general purpose of Work
Camps for America U: "To pro-
vide young men and women
with an opportunity to do use-
ful work and to (tody social Is-

sues from persona) experience,
to encourage a deeper Individual
concern for the general welfare

of the nation, to enlist their
wholehearted support for a de-
mocracy responsive to the needs
of its citizens, to promote mu-
tual understanding among di-

verse economic, religious, and
social groups, and to aid youth
in the discovery of a personal
philosophy and a social Idealism
which will help to cary them
through the stormy period
ahead."

The campers, aged 18 to 24, are
drawn from all religious, economic
and social groups, the majority
coming from the ranks of college
students.

Mr.rv Lawrnnc>
1.-/VISE CONRUNG
Highlander extension director, is back in New

C;'-\r.' v.'.c '- -!: :- ir. the midst of ccrd-uctir.g an educational
, . -i.i.i.sorship of the Industrial Union Council.
1;.'im i-iu ;ia> been m New Orleans since about April 1, except, for

i v -- v .
' •' returned to Highlander to teach at the two

v . k '• :u; t '. - 1 i i uificials of local unions were selected by the
'.

" ii i. ,. ['^ri id: 1 term, and already they are making use of
-i'- il.L'hijin. 1 1 fining by assisting with the educational pro-

i ii:. :i.:i-i<. l-iir.ii . i..;".\\rie recently wrote "Tonight I meet a gen-

I
.

: "rniitt.ee with the four HFS kids (apologies to

i / ;. :;: ;;.> .. i
;lackie, and Alvin—Lawrie didn't know this let-

i'-i w.i* t-.,i ii-.;li*k'tili"n) as the backbone. They have already given
.i ';> 'inselves, and I think they are going to be a

Irc.'ii'-tiuinj* rii'ip to me."
'"!:: '.' v 'v.-ii! extension program began with an Officers'

Training School, with 120 attending the opening meeting. Classes
in public sneaking and parliamentary law, union publicity, labor
history and ;;nion problems were set up, and were scheduled sev-
eral limes ;i week so as to give all who desired a chance to attend."" ' '''; Kir- shaking and parliamentary law has made
ji <iiJ\ i-«;:,ii- jii ilit- future to separate the two, and run them both

r. -it the Officers' Training School ended May
(•: :he National Labor Relations Act; a panel

.. up Grievances" with five CIO representa-
' -. "Labor's Information, Please" contest.

.• l.i'w Orleans program is concentrating on an
ily organized locals understand and overcome
l .:-w.s jn parliamentary law, public speaking,

.nation have been started for all union mem-
( the River. A special course for shop stewards

;i..ti on "Taking up Grievances" opened June
ivi ii- is conducting educational programs for in-
'

",.. Inland Boatmen Division of the NMU se-
ll i who desire to learn how to give the membcr-
H'li.'r understanding of their organization. The

;iiy^i« of their contract. Classes in public
try law are being held for the Transport

'irr r unions have requested special classes,
turn to Highlander for the six weeks term, and
'• •- - another New Orleans delegation with her.

<-:for! in h'

HOSIERY UNION
HAS INSTITUTE
The fourth annual Hosiery In-

stitute at Highlander was held
June 7-8 under the direction of
Travis K. Hedrick, editor of THE
HOSIERY WORKER. Leaders
from AFHW branches in the in-
state area enjoyed a week-end of
recreation and discussion. The
convention decisions and organ-
izing problems were considered.
Edward F. Callaghen, vice presi-

dent and southern director of the
American Federation of Hosiery
Workers, and members of the
Highlander staff assisted with the
program.

The Sunday morning session
was devoted to a discussion of
organizing women in the in-
dustry. Helen Gregory, discus-
sion leader, urged the building
of Ladies' Auxiliaries and Jun-
ior Unions for the families of
union members and emphasized
the necessity for giving women

|

members more responsibility in
the union. Miss Gregory, a rep.
resentatlve of the Textile Work-
ers UnioK, is e. ssnttr cf the
AFHW.
Plans were made to have a

summary of the discussion mim-
eographed and distributed by Mr.
Callaghan's office.

(Continued from P. 1)

shows for all to enjoy. Harry Las-
ker "taught" the campers by tell-

ing them a serial story every night
around a camp fire.

The Junior Camp, like every-
thing else at the school, was run
on a cooperative basis. The chil-

dren had the responsibility of
keeping their cabins clean, wash-
ing dishes, setting tables, keeping
thir clothes in good order, and so
on. Large amounts of sleep and
good food allowed them to carry
a full program and at the same
time build good health and gain
weight.

Tabulation of the union affil-

iations of the campers parents
showed the following: 13 with the
AFL; seven with the CIO; three
unclassified.

These workers' children, who
came from communities In Ten-
nessee, Kentucky, Georpia and
Arkansas, returned to their homes
with a rich experience in cooper-
ative living. They understand some
of the fundamentals of unionism,
know how to produce short, sim-
ple skits, and have learned to
sin gthe labor songs familiar to
union people.

NEWS NOTES
Zilphia Horton is teaching mu-

sic again this year at the YWCA
industrial girls' summer session,
held at Camp Merrte Wood Sap-
phire, N. C. - —

• * *

Jim Dornbrowskl made a speak-
ing trip through New England
during April. He appeared before
the Greenfield, Mass., Central La-
bor Union at Its annual banquet,
and spoke to students at Mount
Holyoke, Smith, and Amherst Col-
lege.

Myles Horton was one of the
cpeakers at the conference of
Southern Mountain Workers which
met to KnoxvOle this spring.

A 70-acre farm adjoining High-
lander has been added to the
school's property. It was pur-
chased for the use of the school
by Dr. Lillian W. Johnson, donor
of the original site.

The Highlander personnel has
been expanded by the addition of
two people. Joan Payne, who was
trained in nursery school work at
Sarah Lawrence College, has taken
charge of the Summerfield Nurs-
ery School. Harry Lasker came to
Highlander after his recent grad-
uation from the University of
North Carolina.

"Democracy's Drama in the
Hills," by Bee Rich, is the story

which appeared in the February
issue of Social Work Today, de-
scribing recent reactionary at-

tacks upon Highlander.
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FIELD PROGRAM
BROADENS
With the exception of the eight

weeks she spent (Pitching at High-
lander. Mnry Lawranee has been
in New Orleans since April first.

Her program of workers' educa-
tion, sponsored by the New Or-
leans Industrial Union Council,
will continue until the end of the
year

Special classes have been held
for thref- unions: the Furniture
Workers, the Inland Boatmen,
the Transport Workers. In ad-
dition there nave been classes for
i«-fi.v>-.: i-i,.:., ^.-;t „,-,,) rommtt-
teeineTi o: live iiii^e locals This
particular part of the program
lifts resulted in the starting of
departmental meetings in the
unions, an increased attendance
at penera! mettin re. increase in
riembrt.shijj sir.d dutr collection.
;t, jli.-.i'-^i. ft a mimeographed
pane- b: r.r.f- of the unions. Be*»
.'}.i".n ; (..-.....-; i 1 1 vnri a .>,-un-
cired niernbirs attend class each

'K am.

:sf''>r< t.-ihr

'! ;
i time to it.

i.i;>. ijeen car-
: ' pc.itera. news
,(v'i..;.': live bul-

'•-' .1 reading
• /flee, and

D,iy parade,
m New Or-

VoL'j;
finding,

has bc-i n
from thi-

U. A. W
H.lt- L:

.-:-, ?inn TO BUILD
J.N'loN." ju.sed on the
o f 'he current program.
pniMP-j and is availableCIO of rice.

':,:)','. w.,; Piejier. re-

lics, re ill;- of the pro-
:- ..::v and •ar are dc-

'

' ' • eon -

. -,„£ J?
S of/ord lo

i
al 90S

> Memphis, took part in classes.

JiW" t"°
re *"•*«*. September 5, 6, 7, and made plan™farthe Memphts conference described on this page. In the grZp areR^hard Deverail, V. A. W. educational Erector: BetheTjudd^rnanonal RepresentaUve ; Ben McCMough, local pTesldTnt;{^^Vanlandmgham, financial secretary. The latter attendedthe rammer term on the scholarship given by MrS . Roosevelt.

Summer Term Features

Labor Conferences
On*1 hundred and fifty-six representatives of A. F. of L and

v , j
umons attend€, d the five week-end conferences held at theschool during the regular six week's summer term, August 18 tooeptemoer 27 '

l:

crLs i.,

i:-;.,:,,,.,

: rid iir

rapidly.

C. ] O

... . .Jit

inal Conference,
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Speakers
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Other speakers and discussion

' ieaders were William Eaves, re-

sentatives; Edward Woods, Amer-
ican Newspaper Guild represent-
ative; Mike Smith, Tennessee di-
rector Amalgamated Clothing
Workers; Bethel Judd. United
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AUTO WORKERS
CONFER ON
EDUCATION
Carrying out plans formuJatei

at Highlander by Richard Dever
all, U. A. W. Educational Directoi
Bethel Judd, International Rep
resentatlve, and members of Mem
phis Ford Local 903, The UNITEI
AUTO WORKERS, C. I. O., beli
a three day educational confer
enoe at the Hotel Chisca, Mem
phis, the 24th, 25th and 26th o
October. A large number of dele
gates were present from Detroit
Baltimore, Louisville, Atlanta
Dallas, Memphis.
"The union," said Deverail, "ii

more than simply a slot machine
for wages and hours. We car
make it the cultural, democratii
means of life for the Americar
worker." Special study was giver,
the Ford grievance procedure
setting: up of local union educa-
tional and recreational programs.
publicity and Journalism, and
housing, rents, and prices.

Principal speakers were T. J
Starling, V A. W. southern board
member; Richard Deverail; Frank
Marquart, educational director of
Ford Local 600, Detroit; John
Edelman, Office of Price Admin-
istration, Washington.

Bight To Strike
"When management waives the

right to profit," Deverail said
"unions will waive the right to
strike." Brother Marquart spoke
forcefully for adoption of the
Murray Industrial Council Plan as
the one means In sight for put-
ting the National Defense Pro-
gram on a sound basis.

HFS Staff Members
Myles Horton, Harry Lasker,

Maria Stenzel, Leon Wilson were
delegates from Highlander and
took active parts in the program.
The Highlander film "PEOPLE
OF THE CUMBERLAND" wa*
shown with U. A. W. movies and
drew a fine response. Plans were
announced for a week's school at
Highlander for southern Auto
Workers, to be held early in 1942.

A number of Highlander Alum-
ni attended the conference, in-
cluding T. G. Vanlandingham, fi-
nancial secretary of Ford Local
903, who was awarded the second
scholarship provided by Eleanor
Roosevelt.

The conference concluded with
a mass meeting for Memphis C.
I. O, workers, held in Mwa-nM
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- square dancing alone. The 1911Work Gump.jointly conducted by Highlander and the Interna-
tmnal Student Service, hod for its main project the clearing ofatiact for reforestation. Other projects included repairs to the

?*Z°T t\T1
'.
rcmsfniCflo» °f a Potted wheel Observation

trips to T. V A. areas, the Cherokee National Forest, and anAUibama textile centerjwere important features of the program.

COM xMUNITY AND """"nentary law7public spea£
^ „ T _, _„.„„ _,.,_,„ |

Uiff, publicity.

(-VUAH i\ il, VV b In Clinton
Maria Stenzel. Highlander com-

Wi'.r' !;« "liT.racr program of muni t.v worker, spent the week of
rt:.iJ-.j,Lf n-;.i.h fUd^iltLrU, Llusiio Gciobcr 27th In Clinton, Tennes-
crt now jr; progress for the Sum- see, where she organized a rec-

reational program for the Hosiery

PAMPHLET ON
ROANE COUNTY
On September 25th two C. I. O.

organizers were extended the gra-
cious hospitality ol Roane County,
Tennessee, company thugs and
police, climax to the brutal tor-
turing was the application to
naked flesh of free-flowing South-
ern tar.

Despite the nationwide public-
ity given ihe affair and the C.
I. O.'s posted offer of a thousand
dollars, county of Roane and state
of Tennessee have so far. suc-
ceeded in failing to make any
arrests. Commemorating the
county employers' careers of anti-
union outlawry <the present case
is part or a rich tradition) Paul
Christopher, state c. I. O. secre-
tary is getting out a pamphlet
entitled "TERROR IN ROANE
COUNTY." Text Is the work of
Horace Bryan, writer and former
Highlander student; the cover is
by Maria Stenzel.

HFS ALUMNI
TO CONVENE
A Thanksgiving banquet will

climax the third annual reunion
ol the Highlander Alumni, No-
vember 28th, 28th and 30th. Maria
Stenzel, alumni secretary, has "re-
ceived" letters from many former
students planning to be here for
the big week-end. The schedule
says discussions, volley ball, danc-
ing.

In response to our call, activity
reports are no wcoming in from
all alumni. These will be used in
working up a detailed survey of
Highlander's first ten years in
labor education. The tenth year,
1842, is coming at us head on.
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Workers. The violently anti-union

technicians;
- i-i>.-'" Work Cm tip built
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I'" ir.bei's of the Summer
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Cifcir* rative are working
making and hope

Magnet Mills recently defeated
the union in their efforts to be-
come barganing agent for the
Magnet workers. The union spirit
is undaunted; organization con-
tinues.

,a^w
L
, inu ,iu>jei Impetus for the program came

out in the spring with \
°ut o{ ihe post-election rally, at

"-"' product. which Myles Horton and Maria
Stenzel had charge of recreation.
Program included decorating of
the union hall, poster making,
group singing, committee work,

t

start of a square dancing grouj

j

and organization of a string band.
A Hallowe'en party was the

i
high spot of Sister Maria's week.

Grundy-Marion Conference
Officers and members of two

I

Grundy County UNITED MINE
vVORKER locals met with Hugh
Rankin. UMWA district repre-
sentative, at the school, October
the 18th, and worked out plans
for an organization campaign

tc com''

Dilia. d King and Maria Stenzel
arc CO-'.inning the whittling class
of last winter, when the young

.

people of the community learned ; ff "'
. -

r • <nl>ijiiji, liorsf-:-. hues, i .
of ft

.
*luare dancing group

a::d d.iErs with their pocket knives

(Summer Term Continued)
Auto Workers representative,
Memphis; John Bouche, C. I. O.
representative, New Orleans-
Keng Li niral Y. W. C. A. sec-
retary from China,

Student Activities
During the fifth and sixth

week, on request of the students,
a special study was made of state
and federal labor legislation. Stu-
dents made two field trips to take
part in union meetings: one to
the Retail Clerks of Whitwell,

Handle Workers of Sequatchie,
Tennessee.
"WE'VE GOT WORK TO DO,"

a play written by the students
to show labor's role in the de-
fense emergency, and calling for
acceptance of the Murray De-
fense Plan, was performed twice
for enthusiastic audiences.

Among the full-time students
were hosiery workers, Inland boat-
men, construction workers, a
newspaper employee, an auto
worker, a postal worker, a fed-
eral employee, a student of labor
law. Students came from Okla-
homa, Louisiana, Texas, Tennes-
see, Washington, D. C. Fvjr the
second time the Pan-American
Union sent a latin American
worker who came this year from
Colombia, South America.
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£ fergvson, an associate editor of the READER .SDIOEST, discusses the 'think-piece' with Kate Bradford Stocktononetime candidate for governor of Tennessee. Highland™ held
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RrT,ERS WORKSHOP this summer Otherteachers were Novelist Mary Lapsley, Playwright Lealon Jones ol
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Henry Z™> Washington. Bureau
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McDa™*- Sector TennesseeFederal Writers Program. Students were writers, school teach-ers, college students, trade unionist*.
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Atlanta, Georgia

O
HIGHLANDER FOLK 8ffl00L

fc>:

CHARACTER OTCMC . ...

INTERNAL SECURITI - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

A1C

___. Atlanta, advised that JAUBS^ / ^
x fTO^BRCWSKI 'attended school at Emory University several <JlJ^

years ago and graduated from that school with high honors*
DGUBROHSKI then attended school at Union Theological Semi-

nary, New Xork City. flsW stated that DQMBRCWSEI be-

came interested in the labor Movement while attending

the Union Geological Seminary. sMHBB described DOi-
BRCffSO as a minister who is imbued with the philosophy
of saving manklnj?*

~

*J % believed DOUBROnSKI to be a

loyal American^/^M^BM^hras closely associated with
one M M &°m Zzumri 1941 until July 1941 In

flfl IBbW came under the influence ofttKk
at that time but is not at the present active in theyGom-

munist party. Both EESNA^fiGRAH ' and LUCT RANDCttJJ^TCASCN I

are active labor leaders in Atlanta, Sa«

J9f

2

o r-

- KJC -

i REFERENCE: Eepbrt of Special Agent
dated December 30, 1941*

KnoxviUe, TeimessefT5*5kh9 Q

5 - Bureau

k^ /^ " Knoxvlu*
S r-s

FE&.28 1342HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED

#^ DATE

«. «. nruin
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ever to hare graduated from Emory University. .

DOUBR0H5KI, according to MH^^ while attending Emory thai-
Tersity, organized a choir and took i^ona tour of Europe, I^HHP
stated that DOffiRCOTSKI was outstanding at Emory University and after :

:

graduation from Emory he was placed in charge of the alumni association,
and placed it on a sound organizational basis* MNHP recalled that
DC&IBRCCTSKI then went to New York City to continue his ministerial studies
at the Union Theological Seminary. While attending EMORI University ...

DOMBRCWSET belonged to the Sigma Chi fraternity.

^F stated that DOMBRCWSKI was the only son of a Tampa,
Florida jeweler and apparently came from wealthy parents.

I^HD stated that DOLBR0K3KI wrote a doctors thesis in his
senior year at the Union Theological Seminary on the industrial con-
ditions in the South. The story, as related to H^|P by DQMBROBSEE,
was that DQMBR0W5KI decided that in order to write such a thesis it
would be necessary for him to travel in the south and study industrial
conditions. Accordingly DQMBRCWSKI started on a tour in the South and
stopped at the city of Gastonia, North Carolina. At this particular
time there was a strike of the laborers at some mill in Gastonia.

BH^ was u»at)le to recall the date when this happened but stated that
it was several years ago.

Continuing with tKKBRCWSKI'S story as told to flHBl on
arriving in Gastonia, North Carolina, DCKBRCBSKI decided to study the
cause of the strike. Approximately two days after arriving in Gastonia
a meeting of the town citizens was held, DOUBROWSKI attending this meet-
ing. The people at this meeting were condemning the strikers and DOW*
BROWSKI arose and made a speech in which he stated that before condemning
these strikers and their demands it should be ascertained whether or
not their demands were legitimate. The people immediately hurled every-
thing in the building at DQMBRCWSKI, according to the story, as told by
D015BRCSVSKI to 0MMB DOUBRCftSKl was placed under arrest and indicted
for the filling of a police chief of Gastonia. DGUBROESKI contacted

MHBI by telephone and fj^Hf went to Gastonia to defend DCUBR0W5KI.

HB) stated that the police chief in Gastonia had been
murdered sometime prior to the time of the above related incident and
DOUBROflSKI was charged for the murder only as a means to hold him in
jail. W stated he he was successful in obtaining DGMBROWSKI 1 s

release.

-2-
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Atlanta, 100-B04

was of the opinion that the above incident made DQM-
BROBSKI very bitter against anti-union forces.

on one occasion he asked DCajBRORSKI if he believed in socialism and the
theory of sharing the wealth and that DCUBRORSO'S reply was^from what
I have seen and experienced, I doubt if ever the millenlun can be reach-
ed under the socialistic system"*

m 49 stated that in his own opinion he believes DO&BROWSKI
is a preacher at heart who has gone "nuts" on the brotherhood of nan*
He advised that he has met several of D0UBR0BSKI 1S associates at the
Highlander Folk School but is unable to recall their names* He stated
that in his opinion these associates of D0WBROTCSK3 are a conglomerate
group of eccentric individuals.

flHBl advised that he believed DOUBROBSKI was a thoroughly
loyal American who believed in the social welfare of human mankind*
iHHmv was reluctant to express his opinion as to whether or not he
believed DGMBEOWSKI was a Communist*

WtHHRf stated he knew little about the Highlander Folk School
but advised that DQUBROWSKI claimed that it was a labor school. He
stated that those who lived at the Chautauqua Camp generally despised
the Highlander Folk School. ^P indicated that he did not have a
high opinion of the Highlander Folk School and its principals which
were being taught*

i'K

4

-3- y



4-750 (2-7-79) ,' /' "
j

( ^ xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

& Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

ys Aha • JL n t>
ST Deleted under exemption(s) **^ ' *—'

j ^"S^__L_^z_ with no segregable

material available for release to you. /

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

IZ n-L-Juint'iitrs) originating with the following government agency(ies)

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

PatfeU; withheld for the following reason(s):

.„ as the information originated with them. You will

7~] For your information:

\ZA The following number is to be used for reference regarding I

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X
$NO DUPLICATION FEE £

YYVXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X
xyxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxx



/-
V

v)

Atlanta, 100-804

Both BERNARD BCRAH and 1UCT RANDOPH MASCK are active labor
leaders in Atlanta, Georgia. Both BCRAH and MASON were members of the
Georgia Division of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare during
its existence. The Georgia Division of the Southern Conference for

«*uaktri Welfare was abandoned in the fall of 1940, There has bean no
indication that BORAH or MASON have been active or have been connected
with the Communist Party in Atlanta. No active investigation of the
above two individuals is being contemplated by the Atlanta Office at
the present time.
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Los Angeles Hies reveal no record

REFERENCE:

- H U C -

Eeport of Special Agent
Knoxville, 12/30/41.

^,

i^7d
^

LETAILS:

A reviev of the Los Angeles files falls to reflec t. ......

any information concerning fHHHHHH ^ m
w- HHi Hollywood, California, a student at the Spring term of the, HJph-^

lander Folk School. ^ 2 B
j 5 or

It is not felt that investigation concern!n^^gs m
individual is warranted at the present time, and unless specificf*j*£ Q>
requested by the Bureau, eame vill not be conducted. 2**i
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Washington, B. flL

February 23, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. 4^x
Ee,%IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

Ml. !*(**

Mr. K. A. Tmmb

M>. CMm

Mr. • twin

Mr. MidMM

Mr. Tr*cy

Mr. e«rM«
__

Mr. «•«•*

Mr. MmMsa
_

Mr. Motown

Mr. Clatm T«

Mr. Mrtl __

T»l». IMH

Mr. Hull

M)h K«Mm«<

MiH

i Lo

On page 8 of the January 26, 1942, issue of "The
CIO News" there appeared an article announcing that the

n
Highlander Folk School had offered its facilities to the

^>tff fice of Civilian Defense to be used as a southern training
x

center for civilian defense. The school stated that its
program could be adjusted at any time for defense needs.

The 1941 annual report for the school shows that
475 students had attended classes, half at the Monteagle and
half at extension classes in Memphis and New Orleans.

Respectfully,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^^toLBY^S
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Knoxville, Tennessee
February 28, 1?1;2

.<«y Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D, C.

o
RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

IKTxffll-IAL SECURITY - C

£l

.* -*

*N

8

Dear Sir:

The Bureau's attention is directed to the

attached newspaper clipping appearing in the Chattanooga News-

Free Press, Chattanooga, Tennessee, February 22, 1°1±2, reflecting

that a check in the amount of £100s«rs** received by the Highlander

Folk School from Irs. Franklin J^iioosevslt* as the first contri-

bution to the school's tenth anniversary scholastic fund. It

should be noted further that the publicity indicates a proposal

that the school bs considered as a southern training center for

civilian defense is under consideration by the director, Office

of Civilian Defense.

Very truly yours,

Special Agent in Charge

T.'AT/js

61-12

Enclosure

o ,-
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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MBSJOOSEVEW

PRESENTS $100

TO FOLK SCHOOL

Tenth Anniversary Ob-

served; Plant, Pro-

gram Expanded

MONTIAGLE, Feb. 1—Mrs.

Franklin D. Hoosevelt's check for

$100, received this week, was the

first contribution to Highlander

Folk School's tenth, anniversary

scholarship fund. Ed/TUair. *who re-

ceived the Roosevelt scholarship to

1940, is representing tbc\ftmalga-
mated Clothing Workers atTrjng-,
stonrU- C, and TheoNVanlanding-'
ham, awarded the 1941 Ycholarship,
is chairman of the Memphis\ciO
Couacil and financial secretary of

the / United Automobile "Workers*

Union-
Highlander enters its tenth year

with an expanded plant and pro-
gram. The 1941 report shows the
best record of achievement in the
history of the school, with a total

enrollment for the residence, com-
munity and extension classes of 475.

A proposal that the school be
usen as a Southern training cerater

for Civilian defense is being consid-

ered:, according to a letter flfom

Jamjjs M. Landis, executive difee-
tor, Office of Civilian Defense.*'

zfo\THE/CHATTANOOGA NEWS FREE PRESS
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
February 2, l?h2

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL;
INTERNAL SECURITT - C

/- ?> //- P/ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,\

DATE f?p5ft* BYcWj^p
c?4$S\
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SYftlOPSIS OF FACTS:

•iKFERENCB:

DETAILS:

Indices Houston* Office have no informatiin

concerning^^H Separate case ojfened

on

- HOC -

Report of Special Agent

AT HOUSTON, TEXAS:

Knoxville, 12/30/a.

„-/.'' A.

- ar- *»

£/fc>

The reference report set out a lead for the

Houston Office to check the indices and report any Communist

activities on the part of fll^HMB^10 wrote an article in

the school paper of the subject school and drew either a

$5.00 check or $50.00 check in favor of the subject school

ishich check was deposited August 28, 1941*

The indices of the Houston Office reflect no
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TO THE FMEiriS OF HIGHUfcTER

Highlander enters its tenth anniversary year with the nation

at war. "in 1942 all of the resources of labor and of the country

will be directed to the defeat of the Axis and the destruction of

Fascism. The energies of Highlander will be geared into that great

effort.

A proposal that the resources of Highlander be used as a de-

fense training center for union leaders received the trndorsement

of tho Tennessee State Industrial Union Councils executive board

on January 4, 1942. It is oxpoctod to be approved by AFofL and

Railroad Brotherhood unions. If approved by Washington, this pro-

gram \/ill receivo a i*jor emphasis in 1942.

Highlander stands ready to be of service with an expanded

plant and program. The roport for 1941 which we present herewith

is the best record of achievement in our history. It shows that

from April to October there was a continuous succession of resi-

dent terms and conferences, with an enrollment as follows: Spring

Tjra, 2 weeks, 23; Sumner Term, 6 weeks, 16 j Veokond Conferences,

15G; Vfriters' V/orkshop, 2 weeks, 12; Work Camp, 4 weeks, 17;

Junior Union Camp, 2 weeks, 23; total 252.

A notable accomplishment was the extension work done by 12.6s

Jiary Lav/ranco in Mew Orleans, and by IJr. lltrxy Uxsker in Memphis.

Loss intensive work was uono in many other parts of the south and

enabled us to carry tho mocsago of unionism to many thousands of

workers

•

Under the capable direction of iliss uaria Stemel the craft

work in the cosnunity was expanded in many now fields. The

Summer field Co- operative continues to thrive. Hiss Joan Payne,

director of the irursery School, had a most successful year.

Our ;.lumni now occupy pieces of leadership and responsibility

in unions tiirou^hout the south. It is their record of service to

the cause of labor which is the ultimate test of Highlander's

value, Vo include u few alumni highlightb of the year 1941.

*

Our oxparfd^d program resulted in an increase of about $2,500

in our budget. Your help in building a Tenth Anniversary Year

Fund to help us moot the responsibilities that ffceo us in this

critical year of 1942 is warmly solicited.
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1. StfJING IERM

The Spring 1'erin for workers, *j&y 12-24, was attended by
fourteen full time and an euual number of part time student a,

from five southern states, representing ei^ht international
unions. Weekend conferences on southern problems brought eighty-
one additional persons to the school representing twenty-three
national unions from all branches of labor*

States represented by the fourteen full time students were
Tennessee, live; Louisiana, four; Alabama, three; Georgia tid
Virginia, one each. The United Sugar workers. Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers, and Brotherhood of Carpenters sent two students,
and the following organizations cunt one student* United Fur-
niture Workers, United Construction Workers, Inland Boatmen's

Z* vision of the Rational Afcritimc Union, Agricultural and Pack-
ing House Workers (UCAPAWA), Screen Office Workers Guild, Tex-
tile Workers Union of America, American Student Union, and the
League of Youn^ Southerners,

The number of union officials among the full time students
was unusually high, including one president, one vice-president,
one trustee, one financial secretary, four recording secretar-
ies, and two committeemen.

Courses included Workers Problems taught by l£/les Horton;
Public Speaking by laary Lawrance; Parliamentary Law by Harry
Laskerj Dramatics by Zilphia LJay Horton; Union Publicity by
^frry Lav/rar.ee; and Labor History by James Dombrowski,

As in previous years the regular staff was supplemented
by special lecturers that included John T. Jones, CIO legisla-
tive representative and director of labor's Non-Parti san League;
William Eaves, regional director, Wago and Hour Administration;
ilollis V, Re id, legislative representative of the Railroad Bro-
therhoods and Chairman of the Tennessee Commonwealth Federation;
Paul R, Christopher, executive secretary of the CIO in Tennessee;
Lewis Jones, Amori can Federation of -Teachers, Fisk University;
V/liliaja Denton, chairman Atlanta Industrial Union Council and
;;...;:.bir of the United Automobile Workers; liarge ret Lamont, wri-
'. -/i Dr. Walter, Rautenstrauch, Professor of Industrial Engi-
.. ..lag, Ccluir.bia University; and ^Iton Lawrence, southern rep-
resentative'-of Labor's h'on-Partisan League,
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2. SUL1JER TERM

The six week*' summer session, August 18th-Septo£iber 2Cth,
was attended by sixteen students from sevJn states and one for-
eign country* Louisiana led the list with fivo students, Tenn-
essee few, District oT Columbia two, and 'one each from Okla-
homa, Texas t Illinois and New York.

Two students were members of the American Federation of
Hosiery Workers, the National ijaritimc Union, United Automo-
bile Workers, and the United Construction Workers; one student
represented the following: United Su^ar Workers, American News-
paper Guild, United Federal Workers, Workers Alliance, Tele-
graphers, American Student Union. Three students wore unattach-
ed. Seven students held the following offices: president,
-•- president, corresponding secretary, recording secretary,
treasurer, secretary-treasurer, business agjnt.- Another stu-
dent was a committeeman. Since leaving school one student has
been elected financial secretary of his local union and pres-
ident of the Industrial Union Council, and another student has
become a full time organizer*

Five weekend conferences were attended by a total of one-
hundred-fifty- six representatives, with six AF of L, three inde-
pendent, and seventeen CIO unions represented. Conference lead-
ers were Richard Deverall, educational director, United Auto
Workers; Allen iicniuil, southern director, iline, Uill and Smelter
Workers Union; Fred Peiper, regional director of the CIO, New
Orleans/ Joe Dobbs, chairman of the organizing committee, Chat-
tanooga Central Lubor Union; Yelverton Cowherd, regional CIO
director, Birmingham; Alton I^wrence, southern representative.
Labor's Hon-Partisan League; and Bethel Judd, of the United
/iUtomobile Workers.

Special conferences vrere conducted for the recently organ-
ized Ford local at Itemphis, textile workers, and an Axe Handle
Workers Industrial Union in the neighboring county,

Fred Peiper, regional CIO director, New Orleans, and Allen
IJcNc il , .southern representative of IUJC^SW, conducted a woek-
crA conference on workers 1 education. For the five New Orleans
-*--'j'--*«-

> the $erm was an extension of the educational program
started there* four months earlier by Kighlundor.
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A daily schedule of classes and discussions was led by the
staff, visiting officials, end the students. Labor history, union
problems, parliamentary law, and public speaking groups wero en-
thusiastically attended. Dramatics, union publicity, and the sing-
ing of labor and folk songs, offered or. opportunity for students
to express themselves creatively. Under the direction of Zilphitt

Horton the dramatics class wrote and produced a play, "Wo Got
Work to Do," based on the Hurray Defense Plan, The students
wrote and published their life stories under the title, "Wo
Know the Score."

Democratic living and cooperation were stressed and prac-
tical experience was ^.iven throujh student committees for house
mana^oEvnt, ru creation, and class work* Bach student had an
opportunity to Serve on all committees.

Discussion £rou~s war*, l^d by: Dr. Flonin* James, Dean of
Theological Sominary, University of the South,. Sowanooj George
Stoney, Farm Security Auiniuistraei e-u; ".illiam Kavcs, regional
W:.-e and Hour Director; Paul Christopher, Secretary-Treasurer,
Tennessee Industrial Union Council; and FxanJc Coffee, Social
Security Board,

Students and staff made two field trips: one to Whitwcll*
Tennessee, whore they were guests of the Retail Clerks at their
r<-£ulcr local meeting* fiosanne Vfal>er, former Highlander staff
member, now organizing for that union in Philadelphia., addressed
the meeting* At Seo^uatchic^ Tennessee^ students wore guests of

tho Axe Handle Yorkers* Industrial Union in their regular mooting*

One ef the students, John Garcia, was sent to Highlander by
the Minister of litter*, of Columbia, South i*r.erica, on a scholarship
furnished by the Pan-American Union. The pur. ose of the scholar-
ship is to foster friendly relations between labor in tho Americas*
Brother Garciu, president of his union of postal clerks and tclu£<-

rr/>hcrs, w.-s a most successful ambassador of ^ood will and helped
us to a better under stai ding ef South American problems.. This is
the second scholarship of this character. Last y_ar we had itfr.

Frcj 5ala*ar, of the Electrical Utilities V'or-ers, of Jicxlcao City.

There was an i.iter:\ tional at/.iosMier- to the session this
summer, for in addition to.j.r. Gixcia, we nad visitors from Canada
and Th:.ilrv.d.*Kon;- Li, rur.l Yi.C*. \ijr'.:~r from Chi:a, was at the
school for -pile w-eh t-.lin- part in classes and discussions. Students
were ~r.-f.tly l/ter^stwd in «.er story c£ the Chinese industrial co-op-
eratives and their v/or.1: to build a rnw Chiiia,
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Qthor speakers w^rci hike Smith, Tonnosscc director of the

j*raal~amatod Clothinj Yfornors of Amoricaj U. C. ^ir.durson, Ilft&IuSV

represent; tiv^j Uu^h Rnnkinf United itino Worker s of Africa, dis-

trict representative j 0, S. Baxter, sub-ro_ional director of the

Steel Workers Organizing Committee, Chcttanooga; iifctt lynch, Amer-
ican Fodv.r..tior. of Hosiery ".lorkors representative j Fred Schmidt,
United Textile horV.urs of *^uria. ; Rosnnno ytllz^r, Retail a; d "i/holo-

srl* Clerks, Philadelphia; John Boucho, CIO reprosentati vo, tfew

Orleans; Frank Allen, XUu *£"•.', Bessemer; Edward Y.'oods, International
jjnerican Newspaper Guild representative, Birialn~haia; end Virginia
Foster Purr, executive vice-chairman of the national Committee to

abolish the Poll Tax, *loxaniria, Virginia.

3. v^iTErtS' var.csHop

The third annual summer workshop for writers, July 28-August

9 t brot.-ht together twelve students from six southern states r.nd

from Illinois, iJuw York, and the district of Columbia.

This year the Vorkshop w^.s entirely in the liands of tho High-

lander staff, Leon Wilson was tho director. Fiction vras taught by
ilary Lao sloy, writer and fonder teacher of creative writing at

Hoed College-, liaryland. The majority of tho students wrote and
finished at least two stories e-ach,

Charles Ferguson, en associate editor of the Readerfe Digest,
or.cjuragod the use of Hijhlandor for source material in "the prep-
aration ci different kinds of articles an J news stories. For prac-
tical experiences, 'Ar* Ferjuson tool; his class (by imagination)
into editor's offices, into homes of •personalities* for interviews,
and- inte cross country buses for the •casual aequalntnrico* story.
Ono of his sessions was en ducted in the manner of 'Information
Please 1

, another in the dinner ef a country church revival. Text in

the latter case was 'Evvrybody talks about Keaven ain't goin' thero*,

and the students were impressively cautioned thx.t all who talk about
writing are not joing to be writers if they simply tell: about it.

Leal en Junes, faculty member of Missouri Sta e Teachers College,

instructed the students in tho art and craft of playmaking. Individ-
"'- 1 vct!: './as tur'ned in and criticised by the group. Tho second

wcok cf the -ju^ssiun th^ entire class worke-d out and perferwed a play
on Hii:hlar.d.r.



c
-6-

Gucst apcaLors during tho session \/vro Hw-isry Zon* Vashington
bureau mr.nr.~cr of the Federated Press, sparking on labor journal-

ism; E. C. Uixon of Vanderbilt University, ITashvillo, discussing

tho south as a now ground for writers to plows and Lillian R.

IJcDa.iol, regional technical consultant of tho l."Pu Writers Program^

JJr. iicDaniul described tho work bvin^ J^no by tho '..rltcrs Pro~ram

and pointed out tiiu wealth of iaatorial that has boon collected for

writers* use, and the importance of thovProgram in making a record

of our national culture.

Henry Thompson, a Grundy Cour.tim, gave tho group a memorablo

evening of "tall Teles 11
, Other evenings thoro was as much volley

ball, singing, and square duncing as the studunts would permit-—
most of the students complained that a Jcy-stroteller was neoded

and begrudged any time away from their typewriters.

Tho following people kindly served as sponsors! Uilliam S.

Knickerbocker, editor of tho Sowanue Review ; Julia Collier Karris,

of Chat tan -oga, Paul Gro^n, iaillon Brand, Bab otto JX-utsch, and

Geneva eve Taggird.

4...QRK C-JSP

Tho fourth summer IVork Crj^> that took ovar the Highlander

plant durir.g the month of July was sponsored jointly by tho Inter-

national Student Service and Highlander. Th~ staff consisted of

ldr» and iirs. Asa Starkweather, of the Fiolistoziw School, Harry
lAskor, Dillard Xing, Emil "..'illimotz and J..mcs jl. Doribrowski. Part

time staff mombors wore JSilphia Korton, iiaria Stensel, and Loon
"i.'ilson*

Seventeen college students spent the month of July in hard

manual labor and intensive study of the social and economic problems

of tho south. Tho major work was a reforestation projoet, with sec-

ondary projects the repairing of the nursery school cabin, mating a

pottery whcol, end completing r. water system. Four hours in tho

morning was spent in manual work*

Afternoons v^ru dovotoJ tc the study program. Our own mountain

community provided the ..iatorial for a careful stu-ty of tho major

^ivbiuras of tho south. Additional factual information was obtained

from extensi-vo fiold trips including i. visit to a TVa dam, a Ration-

al Forest, a textile center in -.labanu, a Federal Homestead project
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and a blast furnace in middle Tennessee, Evenings were given
over to folk: dancing end Binding.

A number of speakers representing labor and government agen-

cies contributed to an understanding of •fee southern region*

The administration of the ©amp was almost entirely in the

hands of the campers as an experiment in the techniques of dem-

ocratic and cooperative living.

An illustrated book describing the camp, "Cumberland pampers ,"

was written and published by the campers. A movie scenario was

written and the colored movies made with new equipment presented
to the school by tiargaret I/imont. Records of favorite folk songs

and dances were recorded.

Tfhat the Campers Thought About It All

"I'll try to summarize what I feel have been the main values

of this camp:

*1» The experience of doing annual labor for four hours or

more every day. It got pretty hot and tiresome at times, but it

nbb lots of fun, and we got an idea of what it might be like to

earn a living clearing land for j2 or ^3 per acre,

"2. I've had a lot of fun- folk "dancing is one of my favor-

ite things, and the rest of the recreational program has been
equally good.

"3. Our methods of studying Grun<fy County, Tennessee, and

the South can be applied to many situations. Aside from what wo

learned about this region, we liave a better idou of how to eval-

uate a community and what facts are essential to have if its prob-

lems are to be solved. This brings up the whole educational sys-

tem. Until this is an established thing, work ctnnB will probably

be a very important agency in supplementing theoretical studios

with practical experience.

"4. Seeing conditions here for ourselves, and hearing from

+hc labor leaders and conmunity people, was a vivid experience,

fven for those of us who had read and kno\m about these facts,
^ + was pretty impressive; and for at leest one of us, who never

realized such r<
ponditions existed/, itwus down right world-shak-

ing. This sounds as if I'm sanctioning emotional appeals; it's

only with the assumption tint this emotional reaction will stimulate
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more and better mental activity which will help solve these prob-
lems."

FRrtJi SErJtS, Swarthmcro College.

"This cooperative served to show sie that the Work Camp meth-
od of cooperative living as practiced at Highlander has great
possibilities for the world. It is difficult to be specific a-
b out my impression of the experience. In general, it hes great-
ly changed my opinion about certain economic problems- has made
me retlize that whatever they are, my first impressions of people
are not to be trusted, and even more generally, has confirmed
my faith in real democracy. I'm aware of the tremenduous prob-
lems we face,* Dut think that with considerable diange democracy
can be acquired.

"The entire work camp laovvavsut is a vital and important one.
1 think it definitely ought to be perpetuated- and made known
to more people,"

I£0NE R2IBER, Vassar College.

"I have, in :.y thinking, risen to a new understanding of the
^.-cct mass of America, I have gained an i;amense satisfaction from
manual v/ork which formerly has been alien, I have had an unequal

j-V :- Vr.-ftking awcy from a stiff routine of everyday living, I

have made £00 d comredships with the finest people I have met in
ci-r group, * have gained what quite suddenly has become an insat-
iable urge to learn, brought about by contact with older and far
r-.rrc mature people than myself, end I have- lived in a small so-
ciety which has boen the finest in decent living. This is a most
;\. t-.ble attempt to describo a gigantic experience by soueone whose
throat is too choked up to talk about it."

HCh^RD SajjIELY, Cornell University

5. jraoa urn on OvO*

Twenty-three boys and girls between the- agvs of wight and
f.f'vccn attended Highlander's second camp for the children of

u-.J on members. The two weeks from June 9 to June 23 was the first
vacation avray^fror. home for the majority of the children, many
of whom had never been in ti*e country or seen a mountain.
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Zilphia Horton end iiargaret Bryan were the directors. Zilphia

taught folk dancing and sinking, Uaria Stengel held classes in

arts and crafts. The cambers made their own puppets under the
supervision of Leon Wilson and entertained the entire camp on Sat-
urday nights with puppet shows, Harry- Issuer "taught" the caap-

ers by telling them i. serial ctory about a union boy every night

around the camp fire.

The junior union camp, like the other cessions at Highlander,

was run on a cooperative basis. The children had the responsibil-

ity of keeping their oabinc clean, washing dishes, setting tables,

keeping their clothes in good order* Large amounts of sleep and

good food allowed them to carry a full program and at the same
time to build good health and gain wiight.

Thirteen of the earners camo from LF of L homes, seven had
parents vho wore members of the CIO, and three came from unemployed
noiiies. These, children, who Ci-me from communities in Ttsnnessac,

Kentucky, Georgia, end Arkansas, returned to their homes with a

real experience of cooperative living which should help them in

their home life, with an understanding of some of the fundamentals

of unionism, with the knowledge of how to produce si^nle skits
and sing the labor songs familiar to their parents.

uost of the children earned pert of tho ;-10 fee for the

tv.*o wf-cke by selling candy and cookies and by doing odd jobs.

Scholarships wer- provided for the children v/hosc pcrents wore
unable to pay.

II, CQiuJJmT)/! J&ll) COUNTY jfcO&iAu

9. MISERY SCHOOL

The nursery school opened on taay 12th under the direction of

i>;iss Joan Payne, of Pl^asantville, Hew York, a senior at Sarah
Lawrence College, where she received training in nursery school

work under Kiss Evelyn Beyer.

#

'..no** the school closed for the winter in Christmas, 1940,

the enrollment was eleven. It opened in *!ay with nineteen, rep-

resenting fifteen families in Sumrx-rf

i

eld community. In the sec*

cr.a quarter this was increased to twenty one, raising the total
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number of families represented to seventeen, the largest in the
history of the school. Six of t**ese families had never been rep-
resented before.

The daily attendance ran from eight to fifteen, with an av-
erage of twelve. Absences were due to illness, going away, sleep-
ing too late, no clean cr vun\ clothes, and inter-family diffi-
culties.

The school is open only in the morning. l.iilk and crackers
are served in nid-morning. Families that have cow3, furnish
mi lie. Additional milk and the cederc are furnished by the
school. From time to time parents Sc*nd apples, raisins and plums

•

Parents made a house-to-house canvas to raise money for fuel.

Collection of the child.* on begins at eight, and school ac-
tually starts at ei-jht-thirty-five, ^t eleven-fifty the car

starts on thw home trip, and the children aru all delivered by
two 1 vo -twenty

.

Dorothy Thomas, a resident of the comnunity, is the assis-
tant end receives -.J2.5Q a week. Miss Payne served without re-
muneration, and in addition provided her own car for the collec-
tion and delivery of the children. For ten Jays in July, Hiss
Alice Ladun of Philadelphia assisted in the school. She super-
vised painting &nd pasting work tnd helped with the routine jobs.

The nursery school was closed from July 28 to August 4
?

while the director checked with the county health officer con-

cerning the infantile paralysis in surrounding counties. On

his advice the school reopened, as the situation became worse,

'the school was closed on the seventh and remained closed un-

til the 22nd of September when the elementary schools of the

vour.ty were permitted to reopen.

Miss Payne was permitted to spend the last two months

of her college year at Highlander to direct ths nursery school,

receiving credit for such work on her degree at Sarah Lawrence

Cclltge, conferred in absentia. Too much cannot be said for

?Iiss Payne for the excellent job she di d in the community.

It was difficult to follow in the steps of such a brilliant

teacher as kiss Claudia Lewis, but ^Iss Payne did so in tho

most acceptably, fashion and endeared herself in thw heartsof

all the community. She not only directed the nursery school,

ar^d started a new group, of the young girls of the community.
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but during the summer term, she assisted materially in the work
of the school, especially in the natter of the editing and pub-
lication of the students' notebook. After Harry Lasker left for
liemphis, she had charge of the traveling library for two months.

The nursery school closed for the year with a Christmas par-

ty. Sweaters for the children were sent by llrs. K. W. Payne of
Fleasantville, JJ»Y«# mittens and fruit by I*y Justus, »nd candy
by Claudia Lewis «

10. GIRLS CLIB

The nursery school cabin xre.s used once a week as a meeting
place for the young girls in the cowmunity, iiiss Payne polled
the corrjr.unity and found seventeen j^irls who expressed a desire
to attend a class, Iline girls came to the first meeting on July
first, and five more came later; only three of the seventeen who
first indicated an interest failed to cano. Nine families were
represented, four o^ them not represented by nursery school child-
ren. This brings the total nunbur of families served by the nur-
sery school staff to twenty-one

•

The purpose of the girls 1 group is to bring together tho
young girls of the community, helping them to learn to work and
play together, and bringing th-m into a closer relationship to
the comiainity and the Folk School*

11. SUEERFIEID COOPERATIVE

171th the exception of a few weeks when bad weather made it

too difficult, the Summurfi^lu Cooperative held meetings ^v^ry
week throughout the year, in the homes of the seven members.

Educational programs w^re a part of all meetings. Rummage
sales continued to be held in Suumerfield, Laager, and the val-

ley. Old clothos sent by friends of the co-op and of Highland-

er were sold for a fww cents a garment, enabling many hundreds

-f f.--i!icB to g^t'good clothing that they otherwise could not
afford, and atvthc some time accumulating capital for the co-
operative.
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Tomato plants wore planted in the spring and all of the
crop given to the public school of Summerfield for the hot
lunch'-WPA program. A cooperative berry project did only mod-
erately well due to the bad drought. A number of patchwork
quilts, pot-holders, rag dolls, etc, were sold. The pottery
class continued to Meet and to grin experience. A craft cabin
was projected and al 1 arrangements made to build, but the in-
crease in lumber prices has disrupted the plan»

12. CJRAFTS

Under the direction of L&ss jjiria Stenzol* the program of
of crafts has been expanded. The first six months were espe-
cially full; then 12 ss Stengel* 3 responsibilities during the
summer sessions, end her field work in Clinton forced a curtail*
ment,

a, Wood-Ca rving : Mountaineers take naturally to a knife.
The elasstin whittling with an average attendance the first
six months of nine, and an enrollment of twenty, croated the
greatest enthusiasm. Three-fourths of the group were either
drafted or have jobs in defonso industries avray from home.
However, the class has continued throughout the year and still
has an enrollment of eight. Some unusual talwat is included
in the group. Dillard Kir.*, one of our neighbors, has beon
an associate teacher of the class. Two dogs rccontly completed
were greatly admired by several organizers. One of them left
"instructions for the class to produce a hundred dogs and ele-
phants to sell for about a dollar, and he would buy all that
could not bo sold elsewhere. There is some discussion of ways
and means of acquiring a motor driven jig saw to rough out the
animals, which would groatly increase the productive capacity,

b. Pottery? This class, sponsored by the Summerfiold
Cooperative ~KaJ an enrollmwnt of thirteen and ~n average at-
tendance of sit. It remained in the beginners' stage. After
several months of work producing small bowls, cups, and vases,
+*•<- VilTi \ms fircdi Unfortunately many cracked due to insuf-
ficient heat control in the now kiln. With the assistance of
the ceramic department of tli*, TVA, it is hoped that the diffi-
culties of baking and glaring can be overoomo. The kiln v/as

built by our 1940 work camp, and the work camp of 1941 built
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a pottor*s whool under the direction of Asa Starkweather.

c. Drawing; Designed especially for the whittling class,
tho group hold eight mootings during l&rch and April with an en-
rollment of sixteen and an average attendance of six*

d. Drcssjnaid.n^« Throe members attended the few meetings
of this class mailing patterns and rcmodolling old clothes*

e. Childrcns^ Classes t About ton children wore enrpllod
in each of~£hreo classus in foppct^king, Claymo del ling , and
Whittling, with an average attendance irom five to eight . The
puppeteers produced the puppets and pa intod the drops for uso
in a play which they wrote and presented for the Parent Toachcrs
Association of Summerfield in a program to save the hot lunch
program,

f » Claymodolling Class in Laager; Laager is an isolated
mountain community in the nortn end of the County about fiftoen
miles from Highlander, A class in Claymodelling met in the homo
of Dolph Vaughn with an enrollment of twenty-fivo and an avcrago
attendance of twelve. The class was started tho beginning of
November, Clay figures for the nativity sceno wore mado and wore
a feature of tho Christmas party given for tho children of
Laager, A rough wooden sheltor was mado by Hiss Stonzol and Mr,
Vaughn. The miner's lamp furnished the spotlight for tho finish-
ed production. Gifts woro distributed to all tho children.

6" Shadowgraph* Chri stmas Party : Five young girls mot
.vith Lliss Stonzol for seven woo!;TTofbrcT Christmas. They mado a

miniature stago and small cardboard figures to illustrate tho
carols sung by tho children at the Christmas party at Highlander
for tho Summcrfiold children. A short Christmas skit was 'written

and hoavy paper head-dresses simulating animal characters woro
made. Colorful wrapping paper for tho children* 6 Christmas gifts
vroro made with potatoo blocks. Sixty-two children attc-ndod tho
party and rocoivod an appropriate gift from Santa Claus imperson-
ated by Itylos Horton.

13. TRAVELLING LIBRARY

A travelling library in the county was startod in the bo-
ginning of tho yoar by Mary Lawrancc. She startod with u handful



d 6
-14-

of books* Onco a week she made a trip into the north end of the
county stopping at homes alonj the road in Laager, Palmer,
Altamont, Coalnont and Greutli. IMer Tracy City was included.

Two trips a month were devoted to the distribution of a mimeo-
graphed news bulletin containing an original cartoon and labor

serial "Johnnie Uor-aaan" , and discussing issues of special in-

terest to the minors. The other two trips ware spent in the

circulation of books. Total circulation for the year was 1,113
representing seventy-four families.

Since almost everyone loaned their books to friends and

"kinfolks", the actual circulation was at least a third larger
than the actual record shows. About three hundred books were in

circulation, a third of which were cLildrcns' books* Very few
--"•fiction or labor books were in dei^and. Following is an
analysis of the typo of book in circulation in each corr.unity

visited during the first six months of tha year. Tracy City is

not included because it was added to the library route later in

the year.

TRAVELLING LIBAuiY CIRCULATION JAN. -JUNE 1941

Type of Book Laager Palmer Altamont Coalmont Greutli Total

Children 170 70 60 39 4 343

Adolescent 57 33 27 17 14 148

Adult 98 35 40 25 14 212

labor 11 8 5 X 25

Te^l 336 146 127 66 33 728 1

-— -* -* — ** • ~ rrtrey

Books out City

Pec, 19 j 79 35 43 68 29 274

Furulics
F tch=fi
v -".-l?'.C, 36

-_- ..-—

.

jB .-i?-... 12 _ 74

In April the travelling librr ry was teken over by Miss

odiso Conkling, by Harry Laskcr from July to October, and the

EiCt two months it was in char^o of Hiss Joan Payne,
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14. S>;(&BD HkRP CI^SS

1he Sacred Harp songs, sometimes called White Spirituals,

a neglected field of American folk, music of the southern hill
region, have been enthusiastically revived at Highlander. A
"class" of forty under the direction »of Zilphia Kcrtcn, held a
session once a week for sixteen weeks from December 29 to April
5 with an average attendsnce of twenty. The final session was
an *11 day sing "with dinner on the grounds," The songs were
those of the "Original Sacred Harp," a choral collection con-
tinuously in use in the ^rural south for ninety-seven years.

Thirty members of the Sumraerfield Sacred Harp Class participa-
ted and were joined by seven veteran Sacred Harpers from Law-
rence County, the Tennessee stronghold for this kind of music.

Dr. George Pullen Jackson, of Peabody College for Teach-

ers, authority on Sacred Harp Songs, has invited Zilphia Hor-
ton, IJaria Stenzel, and Leon Yfilson to be charter members of
the Tennessee State Harp Association.

15, SnlWffi DANCING AND STRING BAND

A Saturday night square dance group composed of the young
people of Sum.ierfield had an average attendance of sixteen

the beginning of the year until the start of the summer sessions,

A string band class was started to play for the dancing and had
an average of four or five, with about eight listeners who came

in the hope of dancing.

16. DISCUSSION GKOUP IN COUBTT

During the summer harry Lasker organized a study group at
Laager which met on Thursday nights for two months at the homes
of Loipf: Vaughn and George Bone, Attendance grew steadily with
* ^c&ft. o* vwenty. Discussion subjects on current social and
legislative problems suggested by the class included the poll
tax, Vfagner Act, Social Security, Wage and Hour Lav/, and the

proposed tax bill, '
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17. CHRISTMAS PARTY

All cf the children of the community, young and old, were
Invited to a Christmas party at the school. Sixty-two receive*
gifts from Santa Claus, in the person of iyles Eorton. An
original play was presented, with shadowgraphs made by the
children illustrating tiie choral sinking. Friends of the school
contributed toys, dolls, and gifts.

III. EXTENSION PROGRAM

18. HEW CRLEAK5

One of the most successful organizing drives in the south
is that in Hew Orleans, where ten thousand workers have been
brought into the union. Early in the year lir. Fred Peiper,
regional director of the CIO, called on Highlander to assist
him in setting up an educational program to instruct these
new union members in the tecnniques of collective bargaining
and in sound union principles and practices, Mary Lawrance,
who had done extension v/ork in Louisville, Ky., and Alcoa,
Term., was assigned to New Orleans. She arrived there April
10.

The program began with a class for union officials with
one hundred and twenty attending the first session. The Offi-
cers' Training School ended L3ay9 with a penol discussion par-
ticipated in by five CIO repro^/sentatives on the handling
of grievances, a speaker from the NUIB, and a ''Labor's Infor-
mation* Please" contest.

Classes were then started for the rank and file in par-
liamentary law, taking up grievances with the employers, and
a study cf the union contracts* Commenting in this latter
subject, Hiss La'./Tance wrote, "The discussion of contracts -

soe-ms to lead to a study of every union problem under the sun,"
Special departmental classes for the officers and committee-

men of five local unions wore established. Miss Lav/ran co has
taught 6 ixtecrir-different groups? the avert- ge attendance each
week has been between seventy-five and one-hundred.



( 6
-17-

Four local officials were selected by the Industrial Union
Council to attend the Highlander Fclk School Spring Term, May
12-24. Miss Lawrance was released to teach in the spring ses-
sion, and again in the late summer to participate in the Sum-
mer Term.

Of considerable assistance to liiss Lawrance are the seven
New Orleans students who were sent to Highlander for intensive
training. Two of the students have been employed for full
time union work in New Orleans and one is the assistant edu-
cational director.

The actual classes taught are only one part of the educa-
tional program which includes a variety of other activities
equally, if not more, important. These include speaking to
union meetings, preparing special publicity, writing educa-
tional articles each week for the press, helping to organise
a labor day parade, starting a labor library, preparing mo-
del report blanks for shop committeemen to use in dues col-
lection, conducting forums, assisting each local union to set
up legislative committees, writing and publishing a pamphlet
on "How to Build Your Union," etc.

The program has been in continuous operation from April
to the present tiir.e. The experiment resulted in increase*
attendance at union meetings, increased dues collections,
better records kept, publication of a shop bulletin, better
understanding of the union, and increased loyalty to the cause
of labor. It has been so successful that lir. Peiper wishes
to make it a permanent part of the Industrial Union Council
program.

IP. LEIJPHIS

LJemphis, Tennessee, long a black page in labor's book,
is another southern city where the workers are flocking into
unions, after years of courageous stru-gle against a corrupt
city administratipn dominated by boss Ed Crump. For years
it was almost a. hcertainty that any CIO organizer entering the
city would be'rbeaten unmercifully if net killed. The right
to organize has not beer, completely established as yet, but
labor has made great strides, and there is the beginning of
a vigorous and strong movement. With thousands of new workers
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coming into the unions, almost all of them with no previous
experience in the labor movement, the need for an educational
program was obvious. The organizers had talked with Highlander

for sometime about an extension program; plans were nade with
the assistance of Paul Christopher, Executive Secretary of the

Tennessee Industrial Union Council and member of Highlander
executive council. With the enthusiastic support of Richard
Deverall, educational director of the United Auto Workers Union*

the program was launched at the southwide UttT-CIO educational
conference in Uemphis in October. Harry lasker, of the High-

lander staff, was placed in charge.

The Industrial Union Council, reorganized with a former
Highlander student as chairman, was given responsibility for

the program. By the middle of November seven classes had been
organized with an average attendance for the week of sixty.

The director attended the meetings of local unions where the

most effective work was cbne. In this way hundreds of workers

were reached. For the class-shy workers, "educational clubs"

were organized along informal lines, meeting in the homes of

members. Considerable time was spent with the newly organi-

zed Ford local, where classes were conducted for the officials

and committeemen on the handling of grievances and other press-

ing problems that confront a ne;/ local.

With the assistance of Highlander alumni, the educational
director started a mimeographed paper for the Industrial Union

Council; wrote and mimeographed a ten page paiaphlet, "This Union
Business," for the construction workers, and a fourteen page
pamphlet, "The CIO- Yours and Kine" for the Woodworkers local;

and compiled a bulletin on unemployment compensation for mass

distribution; and started a lending library. Services of a
varied and educational nature were rendered eight internation-
al unions.

In the January first issue of the "Timber Worker," offi-

cial organ of the United Woodworkers of America, there is an

extended story of the liemohis educational program and an ap-

fic Native account of the educational clubs among its locals

there, with av^prophecy that the success of the clubs in Mem-

phis will probably stimulate the starting of other clubs in
other cities, ,
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!feria Stenzel started a recreational and educational program

at Clinton, Tennessee, at the request of the representative of the

Ai-ierioan Federation ot Hosier/ Workers, Fo e week cornittee meet-

ings and classes were held priinarily with the women members of the

union, Demonstretions wure given of the possibilities of group

singing, square dancing, and drastics. Posters were made and the

hall decorated for a party, The work was done by coj.sr.it too 8 of

union members. As a result of tho work done, the *roup that partic-

ipated rueo:.sao:idod that tho work of the union be enlarged to in-

clude educational and recreational comvaittoos.

21. Southern IKW-CIO Educational Conference

Carrying out plans r>adc at i&i inlander by Hi chard Doverall,

UA.V-CIO educational director, end members of Ilipids Ford Local

905, the uutor workers held a tliroe day educational conference

at tho Hotel Chi sea, ilomphis, October 24-26. A largo number of
delegates i/orc present from Detroit, Baltimore, Louisville, Atlanta,

Dallas, Memphis,

lylos ilorton, Harry Laslier, Tferi* Stenzel, Leon V.'ilson were

the delegates from hi^hltindv.r ^nd tool; active parts in the program,

Tho Kig/ilandcr film, "Ihe People of tho Cumberland", was shown with

UA.V/ movies and drew a fine response. Flans were announced for a

work's school at Highlander for southern auto workers in 1942,

Principal speakers at the conference were T« J. Starling, DLW

southoris board member* Richard Doverall; Frank liarquart, education-

al director of Ford Local 600, Detroit; John Edelmr.n, Ti'ashington,

"The union, said lir. Dcverall, "is more than simply a slot machine

for war^s and hoars. We cc.n make it the moans to achieve a cultural,

democratic way/ of life for tho American worker •"

Special attention and study ^ras given to tho Ford grievance

machinery, setting up of local union educational and recreational

programs, publicity and journalism, and housing rents, and prices,

A number o;f Highlander alumni attended the conference, includ-

ing T. G. Vcnlandr.gh-m, financial Secretary of tho Ford local 903,

who was awarded the Eleanor Koosevelt scholar shop in 1941, Tho conf-

erence concludwd with ;. mass Mo-ting for hvmphis CIO workers, held

in Ed/t^wood Park,
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22. 0T3ER UIH01J VISITATION *o?D EXTE;BI0I,t MORS.*

a. Several staff members attended the state CIO convention

in Chattanooga, May SI-June 1; ltyles Horton was chairmen of the

educational committee

•

B. Highlander was represented at the state conference on
democracy, Nashville, February 22; the Bcrea Student Labor Conf-
erence in Durchj Conference of Southern fountain Workers, Knox-
ville in the Spring; Ilashville board meetings of the Southern
Conference on Human Welfare and the Tennessee Commonwealth Federat-
*wi*j Moulders and Mounters national convention, Chattanooga, July;
United Textile Workers of .jncrica national convention, New York;

CIO national convention, Detroit, Kovember; Zilphia Horton led the

sinking for ten days at the 39/CA industrial girls' camp in North
Carolina in ^une, and has been invited to Join the national music
committee of the YWCA.

C. Visits were iiAde to a great many local unions and services
of too varied and extended a nature to bo itemized within the confines

oi this report were made for international and local unions. We can

do no more than indicate the kind of services rendered: 1. In tho
absence of the regular organizer, a staff member substituted for him
in a conference with tho employer concerning a soniority grievance;
2. Assistance was given Paul Cliristophe-r in tho Roane County case
involving the beatings to CIO organizers, and background material
on the Eov.no county violations of JLvil liberties was supplied for
i pamphlet; 3* 13any trips wore taken with organizers; 4* Several
intornational unions held conferonces at tho school; 6. Assistance
was rendered in the fi^ht against the poll tax, und the test case

before the Supremo Court was token from Grundy County; 6, I&ny letters
written Tor miners and other union officials in the region; 7. 8omc
help wes rendered in finding now organizers for the southern drive;

5. from July through September one staff member spoke at twonty-
thr-« union meetings, conferred with twenty-four organizers, and con-

t-;:t,d txwmty-sovon international unions in fourteen centers.

23. PUBLICATIONS

Two collections of life-stories were published by the students,
,: Tho South To-morrow", twenty-six pages, mimeographed by the students

o£ the Spring Term; "We Know the Score", twenty-nine pages, mimeo-

r :
" ** by the students of the Summer Term; work campers miraec graphed
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a twenty-seven pa<*o illustrated book, "Cumberland Campers"

•

Four numbers of the "Highlander Fling" were printed. Our Now

York Committee, through the chairman, Mr. Lionel C, Perora,

published a sixteen page, profusoly illustrated pamphlet on
the school, which is the most attractive and bost piece of
publicity recoived by the school in all the years of its

history* Mrs, G^or^e Volf, who prepared the material for this

pamphlet, also published an article about Highlander in the

February issue of Social Vor!; Today, "Democracy's Drama in
the iiills". Thv BulTJtTn oTTihc *i/orld Association for Adult
Education, Lendon, England, contained an article on Highlander

in the August number. Tho ^^^rato^ur, magazine of the Chi

Delta phi honorary literTry^sorority, published "«l Bit About

Highlander", by Ruth Burke, in irovembur.

Visa Claudia Lewis had an article, "Cocoa Beans at Five",

in tho December issue of Progressive Ji^catj^on, and Joan

Payne wrote a story abo ut^ITgnYan Jer~~f'or Vn*J*"Sarah Lawrence

alumnae magazine. Zilphia Horten contributed some material on

dramatics for workers to "the book on Workers Educe,tion, publish-

ed by the John *;ewey .society. Published by Harpers, this is the

most comprehensive work on tlw subject that has bwen done.

Professor Theodore Brameld, of the University of Llinnosota, was

Harry l^ske-r wrote two pamphlets for local unions in

Heinphis, "The CIO- Yours and Mine", a ten page mimeographed

book for the Timber Workers j and "This Union Business", a fourt-

een page mimeogrt.phod bulletin for the construction workers.

Uary Lawrance wrote a basic work for now unionists, "How to

Build Your Union", published by the V.cvr Orleans Industrial Union

Council,

24. PLANT I-J'hOVK^KTS.

An outside shower was built by Alf Kilgoro in time to bo

xz . S by the summer sessions. A now ninety foot woll was dug, only

*: f! -*f *hat tho'wf.tcr was too filled with iron rust to be useful.

Thereafter a.r concrete reservoir with fifteen hundred gallon capac-

ity was begun to catch the overflow from the excellent spring be-

low tho big house. The work \ras done by Diilard King and Eldridge

Kilgore. Finishing and wat^r proofing the reservoir and installing

thv. pum.T, hot wr.ter heater, etc., was accomplished tlirough the



i (
-Z2-

mo chanical ingenuity and unflaMOing energy of Asa Starkweather.
Doubtful property linos wore survey od and staked. The work oamp*

crs cleared a tract of about four acres which is being sot out

in yellow poplars and loblolly pines under the supervision of
the state forest service. Two thousand trees wcro plmtod in the

Fall of 1940.

25. BtiSOZuEl

iUss Claudia Lewis, director and founder of the nursery
school at Highlander, left in ifceombor of 1940 to assumo the
direction of the nursery WPA schools in Now Haven, Her place

was token by Hiss Joan Pcyno, of Sarah Lawrence College. Miss
Payne arrived in Lfcy and remained until Christmr.s, Ear success-
or has not been named. Mr. Harry Lasker, of Duke University,
joined thw staff in LJay. I3.ss Louise- Dichman", of Vassor after
a y^&r as office secretary left in April, iiiss Louise Conkling,

also l^ft aft^r t. year*s service in the office, in October*
She married Durward UcDcniol, student of the Writers Workshop
and Suuxt Tern, 1941, and law student at the University of
Oklaho:ja. 1>. HcDaniol has been nam.d cs Executive Secretary
at Highlander and will assume his duties in February. Hiss
Jane Allen and Uiss Dalico Probert of Flint, Michigan, helped
in the office for j*»rt of the year, St~ff members who contin-

ued their service though the year are liyles and Zilphia Horton,
Mary Lawrance, Mrxia Stengel, Leon Wilson, James A mD ombrowski.
Willi at; Buttrick spent the y^tT at the University of Florida,
completing Mb undergraduate work begun at Duko.

26, EXHIBITION OF WESTON PHOTOGiuvPHS .

Among the i.iany visitors to the school from many states and
foreign countries were Edward and Charis Weston. Jir. Weston,
the first American photographer to hold a, Guggenheim fellowship,
was on a tour of the United States making cseries of photographs
for e>n edition of Walt Whitman's "Leaves of Gracs". He delight-
ed our studeuts in the sunner term with an exhibition of his

photogr^plLs* whi ch were shewn agr.in on his return visit during
the C*iris*tuir.s holidcys.

\
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27 ALUina NOTES.

Tha ultimate test of tho valuo of any school , and especially

a labor school, is the rocord of its alumni. Highlander is proud

of the record of its former students now scattered throughout tho
southern labor movement. Their most effective work for tho causo

of labor is is to bo found in the unspectacular day to day work of
tho union in committo work, and serving as organizers and officers.

8 pace permits us to mention only c few of the news items that have

come to us from our alumni in 1941.

Ed Blair is now representative of the Amalgamated Clothing

V.'orkcrT of America in North Carolina.

J, D. Bradford was elected International Vice-president of
the Lime, Gypsum rnd Cement 7/orkers of the A. F. of L.

Maxton Champion was put in charge of work V/ith Trade Unions

in Atlanta Yor for* Tho Y/PA Workers 1 Service Program.

Uillicjn Gillis helped negotiate a contract for tor.tilo mill

workers whore lie" 'is* employed at High Point, N.C.

Bettye Goldstein helped in organizational campaign of main-

tcnance workeTS et Smith College.

Alvin Green tau/ht workers' education classes during a strike

of hosiery workers, No*./ Orleans, and is now a CIO organizer.

Charles Handy is active in the Washington committee of

Hi ghl*a!Ser™and has completed his law studios.

Dillard Xing was work supervisor for the suimer work camp.

jfrtt Lynch is in charge of organization for the American
Federation of Hosiery *.iork^rs, Tri -State Area.

Durwcrd ilcDaniol was elected to the Highlander staff end

will "serve as Executive Secretary for the school.

Don licKc'e represented "the Indus -trial Leader at the national

CIO cenventi on..

I.fcrtirf'Knowlton received the Croix do Guerr e for bravery

under Yiro, as an a.-nbulanc^ driver in S*yrTa" and Xfrica*
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Fr^nccB .;os-r was elected chairman of hor hosier*' workers
local j Charlotte, !?•(;•

Barney i,."orel is a ;ac-siber of the CIO staff and gives half

his ti".ij to if!iVTdu et.tior.al jro-raix in 3ov Orleans, part of
Hi £hl andor • c e-xtuns i cn sorvi oo •

B-rnie 3ch.4et has he -n active in educational wori: tuion* thw

stewl" vc'rSTxV Vf Tincinnati, ~e is secretary -.f his S..OC local

and edits r. lively l.ttle shoj pc.j-jr. Pernio originated the id<

of the Triendc of Highlander ...^iaVrship cards to be sold by the

alu.nni for .1.00 as r..i..r.ns of rai si £ scholarship funis,

Tiiwo Vu^li^iui^jhss '.J&c -Iwct-d socrei-r,,' of his Kord local

in i .e.iiphi s", ana Chair'x* of the Industrial Union Council.

J. h« V, utters has '^.i, elected r^ccrdin; secretary of his

locc.l""o?""tl"i"- iXnV," i..ill and Sii-ltor Y.orders, Bessemer, Alaba;.£..

Paul Winn ie now president of -is .Ji r-j , itill and o;a-lter

Wor 1: er"s~To"cu"l , "l£/l - s , Tw nnes 5Ju»

Emil n'illisi^tg is on -the CIO staff under Paul Christopher,

of thV Toiii^SBv- Stato Industrial Union Council, end editor of
the Tcnni-ssv- CIO paper.

a

• i *
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FII^IJCIAL EEPORT

On hand January 1, 1941 $3, 742.58

Income 1941 . ...... 12, 6C7.52
£16,410.10

Cash on hand and in barJc,Dec.31 $2,401,32

Expenses, 1941..... 13,948.76

T16.410.1P

B. I IX0!,£s 1941

Contributions :

348 Individuals..., £4, 295. OCj

481 Individuals.. •

Funds, Foundations^ 4,900.0

Committees. .......

Unions, churches,
schools

Special , nursery
school. ...••••

H1940

Board <!• tuition....
Honoraria $
Film
Rent,.,
Accts. Rec
Refunds ..........

Sale of literature J

}Iscella,»ou£ sales

Special ajpeal,...

Use of tel & teleg«|

Interest ••«•••....

Bad cheel; redeemed

Bank error ...... ••

liscellaneous.. ...

.rrf.—

.

—

440.16'

646.67

1)10,181.83!

1,722.9
150. OC

53.61
90.25

145.91
60,09
19,89
74.18
9D.76
44.42
10.63
10.001

1.00

1

7S2774
:7"6G7T52l

$6,930.23
|

1,500.00
J

353.00 <

758,06

128.50
$9,669,81
2,293,73

231.39

142.06
46,07
19.55
98.04

38.0OJ

9,67

39.00
6.63

~6oT:4T

Notes 149 of the 1940 individual contributions came as the re-

sult of an appeal for funds with which to i'i^ht the threatened

vigilante drive. In addition there was one ^1,000.00 individual

contribution not available in 1941.
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C, EXPENSES <

H0H3E LAIITggAlgEi
FoodT $2,545,22

Equipment « repairs.
Supplies ,..*•
Light £ Heat..

Lb.bor ......a........
Laundry. ... .........
Uedical supplies. •••

ADJfflvISTRATTVEt

Postage. ,. •

Tel & teleg ••••

Add k Uimeo.
Express, freight....
Printing, stationery
Office supplies
Equipment. •••••

iftAv'EL*

^e"cruTting Students.

Fund raising
Car & Maintenance ...

Extension, Conferences
liisce, travel*

STAFF , personal expense
' TcTpeople • 2,291.51 2,718.54

ISSCKUA.SOUS s

Accts. Kec.../. • • • .

•

Community L ed supplies
Nursery school supplies

Farm.
Annuity, .rent .......
Legal rpes

Taxe s,» • •«••••••••••.
Miscellaneous .......

CAPmi I2PK0\EI^TS_.
Total expenseV.T

>,545.22 CI, 976, 74

794.63 516,01
507.26 206.14
479.67 . 370,79
387.16 212.1.6

235.64 162,85
25.56 2,69

-'
' '

* >a ,573, 14
'" $3,447.38

820.98 706,69
262.31 278.61
135.51 183,57
55.59 36.43
355.68 262.62
250,12 99,30
111.44 153.42

3li,991,,63 "51,760.64

188.70 421,08
573.10 965,47
946.46 789,93
559,89 407,87
505,33 134.19

,573,,48
" ^2, 718.54

187.35 133.42
263.23 70,98
62.42 67,68

395.78 218,72
1C4.00 95,00
179.00
53.70
508.21 193.95

"vlfG13.69 5785.75

$05.51 444,56
515,946.7s envois
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J:^.-:.;.r .

All * - ~ "

America*
Arisi
Casey Jones-
ChiseW
Company
Farther ,»*w«^--—:---— ; T'^""7"""-

~

wr""
~T :—7~~~7"t—~T-*-f£M- *>Y¥^&£&»£?tfU'->

Forward, We've Hot forgotten^--------------^
Bard Times In The Hille-™-~-rr---™-*^---r"^^

"

Bold The
I'm labor*

John
Just
Look
Mammy

'

ma In The Mills-*-—---—r— —

*

*rT-'^.^«-;^^ftiS^^3*--?-^' -
, Fort .... ^J2-~^^^*^&£+-^»&^

"* "S :• \\". '-""'-. —
V:/j* '- *" •>

."*

'-
.

'-"'"V- -'
V- " '- '

&-':?"' ;'
"""

ig.'Z->;;&;* •.*'-'..'::': Salute The Dawn - -.-
- .. ;

.
.. .

.
-, ., -—.-.•-, ^ - rv— ^-s --- -

r
:< :v".'' TrL;.--^ ': 'Sieving In A Pactory----«---r------~*yr-?V~r'"'^^:^\^l^^t^^^-- :„ ... ^ -;_-

:J_ A
_^_~;^:^^;_;j:_„_^^Vv "V*^* ,-'. ->'-'

Song Of The Evicted Tenant-----~——-----r*'*-•——-<—~-lft &$-:*•*-?:v<**$>;«&.-
' Stand Up Te Workers---^----tT--^

:V-^-Tr-^~^r-™---^2l; j^g*|^g;j^;^;- :

':



v-t 4

Hunting itouna —.——-.-——-———--— -*--—---« *—'-;- 7?^' '-^ :^.^ *

Lift Every Voice Mid Bl^-----*T~^-~-jr-~^-^ '

Looky Looky Yonder——————-»--.--*-
-*"t"""T""T'",}.:.

i;^=? :*>%£S2*l^i "~:

Nobody Knows The Trouble I See----~-*;----^--*-------^-* -
: V*I^v*"';;^;.?;f

*

Silver Trumpet — — ;—
---r--

-r----.---T.V.-r^^^^-^ ;>:"^^feS" '

Somebody Knockin' At Tour Boor----.- -"":™^--.~""-r"J-Y-^
Sourwood Mountain------

>

^^^^~^^T^r'j^^^r^^-^^^ :^^^^^^i^.v^.. ,.

Tennessee Traveller--------------~---™-r--—------*-*>\^>i^.V^"^V ;•

.-"

Water &y—T-~--r--™'""""/*r""""^
We Have Gathered—~~------«-r--—^———--— ™f • VA^:^-^-^^..

fe&>^'^



My native "country thee, land of ttoe nonle^ "ft^i';J^'^^^ffii^S^SS^t-7-

'

,
? ;-; -'V. -. Thy name I Jove* ^^rt^-SW* ;>*ifA^S^fifS^*^^' ^

V IloVft thy rocks and rill f,
" . .^

Jty heart with rapture thrills

" .r'-.y---:^..>:-, SOLIDARITY FOREVER ^-..v "^Ti^:\-;^^:^*iW:^Cir?i 7

:"W*r*V.,;
When the Unions Inspiration through the ^ They hare taken untold nilUons^ifaaA^gg^ ,.

workers' blood shall tun*: ^'^.-g ?"">-^ , /they newer toiled to *arniT >^££?.'.
There can be no power greater anywhere ^-Vj.'put without our brain and muscle not'l*$g$f? ;

i
:*"

beneath the ' sun. '

r

-f^i :V.
'-**: ^ '^-^>" Iv^af/* , * *ingl a wheel nould :turDit^^>'

Tet what force on earth is weaker than 0,77*° Oah breafc their haughty power, ^gain^^
.

*

the feeble strength of one? V^y; -, ^ei*-" -:~rour freedom when we lemM^^
but toe union ~ '— "~ -*-——- " ' '*~

-

-- , -
s

-

Ion makes us strong, ' %],^^;^ That the Union makes us strong..^;r/'T^5^-:
'

.
.

-. . =v- v.v -,.-, ^, , ^,\ ': i* 'VV^i -v^'V' 'i#^v ,
-i 'V>-I;?---« :'ii-^ *?-~": {Chcrus}';% -.

?

'

Wj*

For the union makes us strong.*\: \fr;Z~?:^^±;&-*ltiri'm ttQtvt&.tOl^~£
- .-.>. ^ ' TTe con.bring to birth a new world from.'f^r^; - r*"

- . $ «. a

.">.. -:.;-.. t- •' .'

i'.'.
:«j".- . ...wo ppja or _

It ie we' who ploughed the^ prarlesV^ulli^^^^^Jthe ashes of the^P^^^p^ .':>

the cities where they tr«t4«.f ; v^i^°5--*^--J
l5^ -

n J^lW."-^' ^;/- ;">^^^ l:

'""fc -

.. „.r :.
- - ".i nee' and. built

^*~~ *" 1 *""

endless miles
Nov we stand outcast a

.

;>"-. the wonders "we
But the Union makes us* strong.tie Union maJces i». bwodj.' /-: v'^'^ n-.v>;/r^t^V V^^3^W?£;^1^



?&->>.

s^t-^- .

Mow old Abo Lincoln, a groat big slant of^a„man was ho (Yes, 'lin} fe!^^>^^':' i

+,;.. ;'
hi
/-;....,• He was- born in an old log cabin And ho worked for n living (Splitting raiXe}^

&^>:-^
: .*' " -. ^r*- '.:**',/' Mow Abo ho knew

"" " --— .

For ho was honest

ountry with Its institutions ".belongs to 'tho peopU „___ ___ _, .

This country with Its constitution belongs to those -Who liTO.in **^V^i£^;^:i^'-'
4 fry.-.,- whonovor thoy shall grow weary of the existing govorhaoiit^^^^^V-S' -*•-£ '-7?~ v."-

v*-/ *- They can

$$&V-^ - 0r thoir.

*.T

Bow Abo once ran a 1

f^'j&k. '**
; -!

*-*""'.
- •* ' --'; V'.-'-v

ittlo "country *toro^*n Sales town (Ulinoi»J^^^^y^\?i^
him six sponco moro than ghe ourfit to'vo don©"- ;V;*£:.»**;»?££'£ *

vv »ow Abo was close to tho ground

heart was hig as tho whole* country
.---..;. '.

.
-^ '*-.;>'

^f>V^;'^;^-"-'
v-'*V;^^v;l'

r

V <Black Tolks~ "tool).;?*^^-r.

Hn nover forgot from whonoo ho oane yS''i'rVV-- ^-;n^^-^J<^5^^ .."

Tho* ho landod In tho white House and got groat frofco^';'r*]&/£^^h**'
For Abo was- a workin 1 aoa* ..

- *: .; y ..
?•* :

. >^^<-3:
.'•

' ~j V .£.* ^r->i^; >V - i -i.,-.-

~ "V *• •'.

'

':..- : *':< v-%;$*&£ .:; -*^.*4
. ..-

."•*. - *- .
"

'.
-^. .*

'
-

;

r

<t»-. *'i -*<
r-.--'-

-—,7-v*> -•'-• *.^ .v *?«..'. y • -

Sew eld Abo 1a oyos wbro »ot way "back doop in his faoad {A thinking »oj^)^;^ ,><^
But you didn't nood loarnin* to cjidorstand what old Abo said* ^;--*~i

/:'.T:;'/s "JtJ?..fC^-"-"'

.

.

:

: ' v * aV:V> '^V' £$S?K"- ft:?..?^:
* ^r*-'." 1 "'. (Piston to this l) ;:$:%?* M-£---'

•This Ropubl 1c will fcovor bo free > -*4> „-- «- > V>:vV -_>r .;- ;
^ >>-.

>

vv>

l:^

JHO wa/itod poaco botwoon tho Statos in this country^ JUko tho Biblo^ eaidl][^\[^

Abo ncvor crawled whon tho showdown Como,_\ .
!

tf
w» • -. : V>

Liko somo pooplo now who toko MB^ncJsc*^
4

^-.;^.^/'- ^.>^'-^r ':>.<

3 ov'ry yo'ar tho party ho «ado says Linooln'« thoirs f (Ho f •ir
.

l*V^:V^,

r^^*/-
,.;.'-, For if old Abb woro tfvin

,n right npwt ^^J^"^'^^^^*^^

<

;i^S^i^&^l^^ )-



fciVrV

"ftavo union "banner triumphantly^
nfavo anion Vaarior triumph:
Per unionism and libortyi

~
'

'' -"'.
.

'}'&'•
~i^

Ariso you workers^
Will vanish undor
Como rally round -._,,. . -.^.. .

- -..-^ *--,./:-.,„ .*--,..^^ -,,

ThO' union bannor triumphantlyr7<j;Y ^H*<: ' ;V^~ :'•'=:^'-;Y-*'V*-^£ 1t^^*t^/;*,i

CT; . ** - '.

Tho boss, eaid. Stand up ooys, .and .dry up F?uir ; toftrti-^/v
i
^^.^;;~V

:
;-.;

You know jrouVo *y children, so havo no.noro foors.v^^'ASSS^Si^^
"But wo know who osusod it. wo know If 8 not Jltf^^W^iV?^^*^-!?*-;.-.

- !Ihese voars or starvation oro almost Sot Jifo* A>-^V;-^::
:
'ijkV^|..^***>tiET'' , .

t"° •' Woll I hato "a"'eUlsoiorV a chiselor Woi 'no.^^S^^^^^ »



»-;.'..' .....

•-*** Factories *u *"~~*~» -~™ t--»* ->-:-- .-;-->- *^--.--^-<-:>-^m-- -:.?

' ^^r^^;^/.. "Flying to' Treedosu found inBtei&^^n^^r*&&£*&ffi'^f*
- '>- '"V i

!"< r ^-:
:. o- « .y . Y Slaves upon the shore._ V:.">>'" -;£ v̂£j^*-*^vi^V£'*

:'"- - ^V^ir' '•

Fought for them, brothere. h*Tped'1fcem see -^^^W*^-'*
-V ^-C^*^.^: 1 --

Dignity and pleasure, the fruit* of the tre^^^fij^f^::/.

' n^;"v:,:i9 »we an Invisible tyrnr* '*.
' ,;:r '

*

*£S:;*^"-.?r r ?*% ;:"

?-';;• 'V-'

s*»
*--J!



£>*0 ->;*** V

.

Ana just oocause ,ne; s numnny --^^>xs^.t^v.^*^^/x*^^^^*-'V->* -*i
,
"He doesn't like « jlstol to hlB^lie^^;,;^^^^^^^^S^SS?.
He wants no servants

~~ a ---*-*- - '-
-

- -^ -^ - — -
J

And no boss oyerheadi

•*'".-'"-•'*

And Just because be
The Job Is all bis
The liboration of the working class \

-f~'i-

K

Words J Alfred Hayes

_-S> i-; •*

\iluslci l&arl Robinscn§vt£.^' :
*

ed I saw Joe HiU last nighti.^.V .And standing thero *s big as lifmi'^^t^^^
B yo a and me , -

•
.*- '•

-
"-

*
/,Y "-„. -<y..; '"

v And smi 1 ing wi tb his eye* »^ ;

"
'?&[

*
'-^T^l%>"^ ?

•But Joe, you* re ten years " " " * -
•I never died,* says bo* (Repeat)

T dreamed
Alive as ^
Saye I, «But Joe, you 1 re ten years' dead,* Joe says, «What they forgot to kUl ^\*^:**' *'

to organite.*, (Repeat) \^^X*^*fe-~ "

•f."~

Vent on

•says I to nim» ' 7,": Joe HIHain't dead,* ho sa^s to ««*\'$^^^>v»
bad,—::;-.'-/V-.*: r£>\5v-":,J6e Hill ain^t never died* ^^^^^yP^ '

fin Salt Lake* Joe,

Him standing by my
They framed you on a murder charge »* Where worklngmen are out on strike*

Says Joe, *£ut I ain't dead.*, (Repeat), f Joe Hill is at their side. (Repeat)

• . --s J

fTho copper bosses killed you, Joe, '[r - '". F** * san Diogo up to Maine

They shot you, Joo.,* says U v.-
>.-'. /; ."'";' *» «v°ry »ine and mill; '^i;;<;v^'^^.

Takes more than guns to kill e man. •.-.'. T.. Whore -workers strike and prganiie;V *£"*;%
E'pys -Joe. «I didn't die, - (Repeat) ",- " Sa7* he » •^ou*ll find Joe Hill.» (Ropeat) },X~

••. -•%»-."•
•*I dreamod t saw Joe Hill last night,;*

Alive as you and me<

£ays I , But Joe , yo u * re ten year a deod •* c~- .y -->(£: *r>iV^ A^>K< ^

• I never ' di od , • soys he • ( Ropeat Slowly) *• ^-; ;
- ""

* '"" -»r ° '

e Hill last night. ;^:,v.:<?v-.\V7^^V. ;tii>^T



^^X^<: €>V^r- .." »Wro just tho nan,* «ald Fotor *0ur^lag^^f^^
'^V'-v.V

.

•". .

l

-

''*"
'
'"^;' "...'*"' ;.

. aro on striko "^ :^>'^V- :

:.-Vv v
j'"^*—^^l-:

;- ^^'-1?-^
!

***£§ ;
*/. * : V

"'"'-'>'.;>'
L-
' Tou can got a Job ji «oabbing any tino you 'iiko»* fsTf ^r>^- ^- --**> r< -< ;v

-£ -

;-'-."- '"-' CHORUS: CasoyJonoa. got a job In hoavoa, -^C?-w:^i>v- - ^V "^J-
^v^^-

;
;--vJr

-

;
^>:- .-,^^..; Caooy JonoB, was doing olghfyTino>;;^.^?5r^^^^7^^

•v.^?. Caeoy Jonos, >ont scabbing on^thp engolj.



;£&?#>

V??
"v

:

*L

v.V

Long-hairod proai

. Try "to toll you 1 _

But whon oskod about aomothlng to oatr^j^
.".\, ," Thoy will answor in voico* " ^ ^-r^*

lou will oat by and. by, ^!!F->r*^^
In that glorious land aborq tho :ik*y-:-^^
Work and pray, livo on hayj >'^^ -/v*-iT?^
You'll got pio In tho sky whoh you -dlo«' ; ; ~{.~-*:r :;VX-CjT',v rTi ' "

r*-\.*>
""

^7>--;-;:-.^-.-;.3;>,>;,;--- -* .*>j::';^/^

If you fi gat hoj*d for children and wlfo,^- - b ^ ' •*

'

:
-

"*'
' ""

Try to got eomothing
Tou*ro a sinnor and 1

Whon* you dio you will

- - -^ .

- .

v
- ' T .V..?j-^--

Workingmon of all countrioB .unitol'"-*^;
1

,

Sido by 'Bido wo for froodom will figfrt

Whon tho world and Its woalth wo havo ^ . -., ^ -, ^ - . .._.

To the rraftors wo'll sing this Tofraini ; -.^^.%^^^^SS^# ;>
'"

avo rr.inody" **;< V *r ;, oV."*-* >;« V^P-v:-."-

;---V^r-r^-5; -"chords"
-

"-; f -*' ^v — ***>

You will oat'by and .by ;^.>^.*f?P?
Whon you'yo loarnod how to cook and

)

Chop sono wood, twill do you* good,* 3

Th

? -
~ c . > - Chop 8 omo wooa , wui oo you gooo, «?s»v? *V-2m^::^-^^^i^ir^ :-v^^ * »*

r.. And you 1 11 oat in tho ewoot. by and J&«r;^'^C^*f^V^nfe^*^^.T>-C .

is sonr i« about «o-calloa proachorB who'soli -out to Wsos' and .la' hot »^;^:^::^v
lv



A'5'..v'..tf.

J.**-

JVV- l..* -?
' **- '•

V.7
' •» ',' "J

r
--^ --" h

.**:-\-

%<H

>":": *•""

there is power ig a -rono* /-vsiyr^i^;^ '•

Words: Joo Hill
. ; ... - -,..,,;_-;*- -:;---^^/-

;y
/

"

fc ;./^ t
- - -- ^i-^U **<.'& *r-M -'

Would you "ha.ro froodom from *^o slavory,
v^ ; > ;, J> ,-yi •,^-V>§^:>"

.

Thon join in tho grand industrial band, v^.^. '£ '.•

'- _\ ,- ,\ ,*\.

Would
Than como

you from hungor *nd aisary.bo ^^^X^^^M^M^$^^. :

Thoro
It
Whon

oro la *owor, l»*^t^/.- :vV^^>:;»r*'«^t^«^^ <*;SI:^^.i

will rulo in wrory-lottd* ;;.;>^ v: ;:- ; ..v.rr-r^^vvJV^' -"^'V.^ "v-.

waon tho workors' join thoir JiaiidB..-;-^-;^:^-/^ 9~;~~;*\i~-..
/

Would "you 'havo'mnnsionfi of gold In tho 8^t% 7^-S-^ V^H^i^
And livo in d shack, way in tho be*k?^:. ..*.& ^^Cv^;^ ty :

:-y™ =.

Would you havo wings up to hoavon to fly -^;^;^;^y<^.\^H^r
:;

4

*,** ^rvo Wo with tuks o»-yottr;^W;-?.^^*;^V?f1f''^^r^V'."

ktf* '.'-iA-'-.

" --: --' "^
Oomo' all yo 'workors from ovory land, -x,\„ -. -^.^.;>^^ -

:^.^^,.^-:

;

..>-^ : v -Como join tho grand industrial ^^.:>^^^:^^}^^j^-^;- .

.-

* V'i: Your rightful share of this .parth^oaand, ^^^^^vtj*?:::^;; J



t* *v. ^}^^m\ **mwsw}p-

tfe*ll put tho chisolors on ^bo'tim'<£\: Our wookly wago^fXll *e «*> "ft*.'^fe®%? ..

Arid carry on until wo'vo won, V i^^/v *° *©<>* •W
I

^othli^^ooa
i .bK«^^^»^fcv..

. Einky, dinky, parloz-vo«*^i--.^^i^>- .^,H*n*y- ^a^VJ^^^^^^^I^^^!- !

1To*ro s^andinr roady for tho fi^V^X ;Ahd whoa ©seditions£o %a*ojJStt*^#fe^^'

\tx ; On the picket lines WUl show t>ur gritr -l Tho I*)**'i^^w^B^i^^^f^S^L^vi" >

.to
1 12 8C£

**<-•

aro tho foremen "out of their wits* Tho boss ±s shaking ^tho^ooet^^^>:
iuugur »ill « "bo thoir slaves^:^ .Tho boss 1b shakingf^^^^#^"
HiSky, dinky, pcxrloz-Wv^-^ .;

*6*«"ihckb« ** *** »•*•**?• f^Sff.i^SFW

:.,;.' r ,
. .T:- :.-.. £.- --.

J^f'.-^''.

i'

'"
* -" :

.-
vT:;k\v-

"
COMPANY ubion

i ..." -_ ..

I*m a workor with a foggy brain

I :jn satisfied to got tho .«nallost

I will novor Join r. union for

And

.!.^t. it*^ good for ho

Still, it oust ho good for something for cy boss man^Iovos^it^i^^i£JZ£*
ThoaA "I kno* it fritters all my rights ^^^^^^^r^^filf^:^?

-* • - • . _ «___ : *._._ **-«_ *v« ^ n»» 4-.ft Bft+i-t-.ifiBr sun* '•? > - y .:.^i',- : .

"



V* :V~
; ;.

"$7y^^W, Y: :

.farther ALonq^jSA^-^-^S-JH^^ffi
'

: .'-*-*-*'
i ---"-'.". Day aftor day wo'ro oft nado to wondor.

;. VSV'^?^?^\Vc-\^-A^^"^-
v

'

.

;
' *%-.>. -,"?•" '.

. *hv »o hra hun*rv all .tho day loak«VJ ^>:-S*r^ -

P£-
--'->«

• - *

s^ I*--"-**

o-vv&'-v-r &'.•'-

why wo axo hungry all -tho day long.--^aV^^^^^^^^^^Sv5.---

Tho rich our boesoa toll u* tboy loyo. ;a^., i;-'.^, r'M~r*&&K^::^
And thoy will novor do

: us a wrong. Z*^&.x.&H&?**::Z~*^ *£<:^V

KV~V

? r ' -?''[".
*Z

*
- ' ~ "**

°

n wo 8 °°* Wi °ns grow ing mu?h *biggor t^'^i! ''^S^^/^^'i-
... ,

^- '-..

;

*
-.
>

'
:*":. ' '.'.

*Bow wo do fooi tro

v

oannot oxpro* s | ."»;*:#* -rr*^.^J^f^^^r^^X '

^W; >;'.,-."V- But wo know, fcrothor, wo'U «tiok togothor^^^i^;!^^;^.



mm^r-^v:
Forward • wo^vo.. not' forgotten

" Our union in hunger and
- So mr,ttor phat may throaton.
* Porwurd, not fqrgpt&pav

.

;

!7o navo a world to gninv ^
,130 shall froo tho world Of abadowr^^
EvVry shop and qv'ry -rooffl#* ^

. Bv'1 ry road and ov* ry ttoadbwj^
:,:;-, .vTjvv;..:---V^-^rvVrv- All tho world will bo car



vwpv»ir37? \T'7.'w r),

K^fl"^ v-**" ^v:; '

: -"•«'
'/
><"^ ,; '' ;

Tho doffor** In ay alley ond I ocn^t.got nir'Qimdt Hard tlmo» v
;^ii

* ".'"—-'.-'.
'

-' rVV^ - V --"Vv'- *i- •'*
: '?'-.' i

-*v*'-
:^T '--

:

'.'".'" "'--/. '_//---'

K^v^-"'-'-- '^' ^^i'^v?^ ; .~ My bees thin^ho^»"i iai'**t^
8. :

<i >»* *'!''*- / ••> '
. . - -^ -• Ho puts xao in mind of a doodlo In tho 8un»*i>.

'• A,^^-^^!',
bf £*:.--. -'.:'

• ..'--.' 'v
:'-^:" > :/

: ' £>;- *;---~..v-.V" .r;-^--
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""**>• T "V\ '"iv '"'-,
;- T^nir'.4-onl H«^w"nad thov steal his Imifo/*;^ '--«5^V.^ ;r^iV<»- '"

Thoy "*toal his" ring ,<md thoy j'toal his laiifo(-jv^

Thoy Bto.ll- ov'rything but his big fat wifo,.'.^ 7 ",

Tho soction ha

V rr-But ho a in
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flold tnO^ Union *ont »o strongl -v"^--vw^>^^
Sido.by side wUlTUttp.oBwar*^^
Victory will coooV

;$£

Whirlwinds
0' or-wholining forcos of' darkness assail*
8till in tho fight (oo advancing
Our flog of liborty that

, JH--

*"-+".' .'

>^.?;<-^V.:-- ^chorus
Thon forward, you workore, froodoa -await*

0*©r all tho world on tho land and tho »oc
On with tho fight for £ho causo of humanity

{

Uarch-i march* you toil ors. and tho world shall ho trooi^r
_ -.• >r •

tfotoohvand children in Tiungor aro o ailing* ^S^v^tvf :;""r^
!

'^>^".VC<^,^^-;V'>-.
Shall wo ;

1jp silemt to thoir sorrow and woo* /';^I':-5j^
Ifhilo In tho fight foo oar orothors nro.follingy;jC7r'^?^^^
Dp * thon > *un i tod j and c onquor tho fdo* - - -1; -.-»•:;"i'UV * --* J^Y% • ^."^C^
.-. .;. *

:

^V- - chorus

r tho tyrants of favorf tr^-\.-t^^^ v
*- :^"^/1-^-'"-'''"*Off with tho crown of

Down in tho dust with tho princo and ^ho poor! :-v*^i^*vS'= "^^»S *^:>--f >:

Striko off your chains 1 all you.bravo sons of labor t"/;^?£%\.*V-
«*.*- »>* r;J*Z**j-
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^./r- :.;!•» common "folk, '!•' laborf ^t^-,^>>^ I 4Plgbt ^ju* firftflfi^'a'ia^rp^^-^^;^^-".''
''V .'" I*m always broke, I'sj lalx>r»V7.-%^?C^.;^ J eleanse j*>ur alreit'l'tt^a^r^Jf$*^;£3*~~-

'

\* ?'? : I run your mailt in "rain and snow* -r.^.; lour towers that ton tho iroutotain
:

©restO^^\:

i :Jv>i- ' I clear -the track 00 that, trains can go, lour teoming east, your bounteous -wrtp 3;.^"^';"

3"T^v '/
. But someone else gets all the dought"^-; 1 wrought them, I * the dispossessed,:^ J^vf

«4*-*v :—.-.,.

>5

*'"""
,

Yhro ug h the shades ©f your pamper ed.. - . Tour wit annot compute, .,_ j . j f~- \rf^dU^ . >r ^ -

rA-.-fc'V'-
*

sleep, ' ".- '..'/. , ;; , :', -.-. ^sJ^;
- 'Iho iiioh-at-arms s^lf-fas>ilonedr

;£^^^;?.T rf
r ;-..-.- Give ear, you can hoar it ©amlng,^ ; Tho men you made the brute*^>^\\si%A?*^&;~q

The tide that is steady and deep* '"-.' iProm tho farm and sweatshop gathered#V'?-^\"^":'''

\*i\ia ear for tfte sound is growing " •„ .
From factory, mine and 'mill, ;>•£'-".^&^ ?fc^X<r

From the dosert and dungeon and den.. ... With lyrojmd shears and augurt ^^,^ -^.9--. -

:£"-"^Uivo mar for the sound 1* growing^^^^^^^,i^^.&rr'
'^v From tho desert and dungeon ^&'&fa} x^i*,&£&•& sj%?£*5~ •,--§<

f-'-T .«••;-,1-U

Through tho depths' of. the
,0<yvil*B^^iJ^Q8a^ 1̂̂ ^^J^^^^'^ :

With .tho distant stars for lighV ^^^^^^J^^r; <K3'^ V
Thoy oro coming tho while you slumber*^iX~^^
Jlnd. thay como with tho might of right»\

^-* *-< '•?.'_:<#

, Ori tho morrow, porhaps to-i
rtou will wakon and soo and
Tou will hand tho koys of the citioa ^.I'i

Tho rcjiks fcf tho Hungry lfonv-
#V* :

"

r.w-s&r



Ob« the CIO goes round

Building a union town

And the bosses there

^

Must learn to "be fair'.-?

Cause the CiO»s' in town

m^o

ivV^-^V^ ':''"'*• withe other tAffi.^f^^yd'M&S::. '

••• •[*t-^n^; i

'i;-:---i*t * beerUig to *« *^*^>rfe^#^^',
• Ohi the Wage ai^Bour Bill'* iere^^.V^'Tbe tosses **^{&^gg&0$£..N
; 16 the Co3«y'» despair- :^..VJ**'.:^V-.- i

" But *?* ""i"" ^^Vnti^^"^
All we went -is e unim ah«* V-f^-# V .- toi things turned out ell ri^.^.

^u mo u^»olilng will stop.

w>

Away down South where wo weave the .Jetton,

Union men are. not forgottenj r.T^*r

;

>cv-^ ^ook.ahead, look ahead* look ahead

:

v
In the days gone by when they h'ad

" k

We used to hear the bosses say»

fl&'-^'i;
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Toko babk from tho pandits xnoxr oooiqr* vr>%5\^--;^ f *-y. >-

i :-.'->. Unshacklo tho woalth that Jb **^.*~*X^££^^ -"/S^'^-r^ri.
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_/j ; . _.;. ;.^>*;,x.^"T:
-/

""'"."
Tho drums of your poopl o aro sounding ; :
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Come ond piokot on the pickot Ilnoi-V^-.-^o plaoo for worktag gj/^P^ffl^.
In ono strong union wo'il Join br-SdB, ,^- , ;*o^V^tS'^^^-- J»nd money thoy Oob spon<** *

.

•*s^Mrs?K~^V.-fio, i REFRACT)

*^I rat"* living iia«6r^/^>Tf^^^^-.--living nagoj



And at his

Glory hallel
Be irore a bow
Glory hallelujah, iei-rc-goa-rum*

s

r hallelujah, iei-rc-goa-ruou ^^f-^^^^/^^^^^^^^^l-
^:

i
:.:^; -/.^.

.

chorus '<*^0)^?s&c^^i^l^0^^3^^i^-

3he poor man dlod nnd his soul went to *^^i-^_^f>^v>^^^^^@^/
Glory hallelujah, hoi-ro-^eo-rtm.'- > -r- --^- ^;

l 'X .V T.^- .v>v *;./

-'J
','*''

The rich man askod for to have a con-o-»ol~i-n»«;^;>>:^-~;:^

Glory hallelujah, hoi-re-goo - rum. -;„\ ^itV'-'-v-w v^'^O^^'K*^^^;^
The devil only answorod, •Cdmo shovel' on tho «°^- l*^'?^^>^.rt^'

j .

Glory hallelujah, hoi-ro-goo-rum, '£ ;/^^4^-^^^^^W .v^



About tho 'twontiotn of January ' eVj j^
-Vhon Sod sent His groat big floodf;;;Wi/-«If yo\Twill -stay In rofugoo^caxqpa l^<7?V^r

-;../- •--
, It run tho. plantore from thoir .':^,»'".;? i" Or "in tho tenant4 * '.^ottb';y4''X-^;^^^^^'-*

' .*•"' * * .'
. boautiful homes, U*\X>*?-/v^-V" .;/ , Tou w*11 loarn not to ..^o..afraid 'pT^ico^:^y -

:'J-.-*
-'.

'- "' * *nd novr they \Ivo in tonts, *'.".-•
:

'•*•*.

;'
; ^^"rVl ""V '

or *ft01* .
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»0h» boss* don't ;you Sou whero you. did.M - v^-.^i.yv- <-.r;,>-*.-*^-
r'i,

'..'.'

w, ; -wrong?-..., ^.-^r-- '. : ^'~'V'4-^
TThon you t&rowod too out of my shack, _>-.,-,-^^
I had to build ibo

"Out t>f ay old pick
.

^
' -A

l too out ox my^ «naCK# ;>V:;^^:--s -^ >-^^.a: 9..
;
.

to a tont^-icV^^-Y^
Lck 8ocks^>.o^^-^^^V-^f-.^i^^^^ -

MAMMY'S LITTLE BABY LOVES A TENION SHOP^T^g-^^£-^^vV^^ ...
1

'

'
' '

1
_ y • V 1'-*.. i^-> ** "*»» ti AT1"*' '" ,_

•Rush> says tho bosi^ ' "
./ ;J?.: :*"'. >' • *3 You 1 ro tolling us

•Work liko a how # •
^-' -"?:;^^'*A*K V^\ '.' "•Work till you buatr->-,/* " - - — - - --^'^

V-1 talf'o tho profits <ind you tdko tho S. ' Vto got ^tho brains so donft you fuss.V}.
. .^ ^

.
- • loss,

,
;-^;^;^/^v^^^^^^,v: ^rp'ro toiung ypji^^SS^

I-vo got tno Jtttii;'?^.':;^* -^, 1;v> :
;,«Tfctcn what you do, ^"-^:-^.VV -

I'vo got tho dough, . ':>^>-/; ^,v;
:

, .^.Wro .going to, find wo/vo «pV*ono top** ^-:

Th-.t«s v*hy tho" Lord docrood it «o.**- f.J?Zs *^,

<i.
,

V>:''S»*iy - x *"'' >. ^•-'>>*^^>f:^&'-*^C: -

'"

^CEOWS -'^ S :.*-.^%i v.^;.i,".jvWo'ro Just thinking of a union, union/ *zxy^

"

r

rwn't iront to hoar Of c. union/ union, r''--'r >?o startod thinking ond wo won't stqp,;Vv
;

-'.

tvaU want 'to hoar .'of a union shopl ^Jr .. Vyo noticod bossos, claiming ,los sos^-

'•
:-H

V- :'--; :r ".-:-' ^ toirs'and pay, :
:"-;_- ~h;-

. , ^ - ^..^--. . ^
:,;;- ...*"" And tho conditions wo stand" all 4ay»<- :: \S:>^>&:-V-.--^^'f.

V: ?:?; v !

2>C.V:' Onj porson*s,woak '.^^^.'^/v^:^^ 'i%?F-
:
J

>.*.;. ,i y?;; ^.'-U >- ;:'. "Won't daro to spoak'.--i , , . .

,

_
\'V^^^Vv.'. ,?

;;.*-.; Union of -all is what wo -BookJ*^;.p>;r>^^ t^'^
/".""-"'f--

1 ''**•>-'
licjimy's llttlo baby lovos a union, union, '_-: :t>;

-

Uarany's littlo baby lovos a union shop*
^.-'''vf'i

'- Shop* -/l/Z^.^r^j^^tyxr-, -.
;

Maino-^to Frisco, Joining up"brisk .—^ Oh,J^^^^^^C^iS.^
wb'lloloan up with a union.aopt
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Stand u# *tand uj* To «wto^^*?^^««ftfl
Stand up In all your sight;

'•JJnlto bonoath our banner,

Sot lloorty and r^ght*

from Tioiory unto victory.^

The workers all will go

j

""To win

And van'

, >•„.

Stand
Stand
Unito .

In ONE BIO UKIOH grand*>;
Put on tho workora* ar«or»

Thoro'a froodom on ohoadt

Whan- all tho groody tyranta

Will horo to oarn thoir broad*

Ariaot* Arisot -To tailat£9
TbQ atrlfo will not bo long!

Thia day tho noiao of batUo
Tho next tho Tic tor1 a :iong.;'

All yo that alavo for wogoa
Tho noxt tho Tic tor1 a ^€B*:;?^:3i^^^^j^^^^^^/--;.

>-JT'

Dallas. Toxos» Strlkore Song Music* ,*i fTO Boon irking Qn 4^ w^^
tho Railroad** 2.^:^:^ "«, _- -^ _v .^..r*?:;:^

fc
'.v.---.>-.^*>:.. ; tho Raliroaa*-j;^7;fc^ **

All tho livo long day,

i f /o boon slaving in a factory ^. -?->^-
:
'

uOJe t. w^ *^ always on no| A'*:
~

'

/"

-^ ;V^I could not got away*-' ,.
, - ^ . -.

And ull ho f d do waa holler, •Hurryl1
;^:

i.,

&o horo is what I anyI/'- "^ ' '-.
~

'

7or daya and days and daysf ^U/v ^.^
X«to boon a victia of tho swoatahop i

»or olghty oonta u doy»V^
But now that I'to Joinod tho unionaVj^-

;:

'

Tho big* bad wolf has anoakod away* ^I^rf'}

!•« glad that I havo joined tho union-;:;

Vn bapitt freo and gpyt:7^;r^i;;rg§^g*^S
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There are strange _
T this land, (repeat)

0b» the farmer cannot eat4

ralsod too muoh wheat* -„-;•- ~: .
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Thoro are strongo things happening itt"j
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Thoro oro strange thing!
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T; .- havo none on oui

.
_ .. Ihoro oro strange things** •••e-to* ; ^. VV;^ ;%*ii.|^^*:*'-£^'/:J\£X"
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Thoro oro strongo thingi

Lots of goreeries on

But wo have nono for

, « Thoro aro strange things. ••*^oto>^^
;
* ; ^,

'V Thoro aro strongo things.
"*""

Oh, they'll giro ua iots
;

: — ... tho drums bogjn t<
v

- ; thoro arc strongo things.•-.•©to... -V/v.-r'..;^"^^«fcr<f?^ -^ -
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''"

~t' :-i"^'/' :

J Hbon tho workers toko a stand B^"':
v
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;
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BKPORT MAD* AT
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3/28/42 2/5,6,7,9/42

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

CHARACTER OP CASK

IKTERNAL SECURITY - H

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ,^.
ha 8 previously

defended radical individuals and labor

unions ,in courts

r

I

^_ Copy of Ijabor Journal being

"sent to the office of origin. No

definite indication that either of

the above individuals ia a Communist!

frl£
^/7T

-P-

tf^PiEBNCE:

ll information contained

herein is unclassified

date^MMby^se
Report of Special AgentHX .

a-1^ '*;

dated December 9, 1941, *t Richmond,

Vireinia^Jeport of Special Agent

^S ^^M • dated January 31 * 19i#2 '

a^R^nmondV
'

CkA
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DETAILS
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Reporting Agent secured copies of the Labor Journal
for November 27, 1941, December 4, 1941, January 22, 1942,
January 29, 1942, and February 5, 1942, all of which copies are
being sent by this office to the office of origin*

It is to be noted from a review of these copies that
the newspaper is a weekly paper and is the official organ of the
Norfolk Central Labor Union; that the editor and publisher is
E, L. PICKLER, and that J0S2PH MORRIS is the advertising manager

|

that the paper is published every Thursday from the office of the
Labor Journal, 209 West Tazewell Street, Norfolk, telephone 2-5991

j

that it was entered as second class matter on March 3, 1938, at
the post office in Norfolk, Virginia, under the Act of March 3, 1879 j

that communications are solicited by the paper on all subjects, and
the reouest is made that the full name of any individual submitting
a communication should be signed as evidence of good faith* It is
further noted that the newspaper also reserves the right to refuse
o*s> ^ojectionable news item or advertising copy, and that the Labor
Journal does not endorse the sentiments of all communications that
appear in the newspaper, and that it is at liberty to take issue
when it sees fitj that the subscription price of the paper per year
is $1*00, and for six months, 50£.

- 7 -
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It is also to be noted that In the copy of February 5,
1942, there is an item to the effect that WILLIAM GREEK calls for
public support of Russian war relief needs, and also a comment that
Fascism is 20th Century cannibalism, and that Nazi power must b« x ;''.

smashed* In the issue of January 29* 1942, there is an item to the
effect that the Russian War Relief had been given a gift of 100,000
dresses by the International Ladies Garment Workers Union, of Hew
York City, In the issue of January 22, 1942, there is an item to
the effect that ALLEN WARDtfELL, of New York City, had been elected
secretary of the Board of Directors of the Russian War Relief, Inc.,

'

in New York City* In the issue of December 4, 1942, there is a
considerable amount of space given to the editorial of the Hatters'

Union, in Philadelphia, violating the Anti-Trust Law, and also to the

conviction of eighteen of DENNY LEWIS'S associates, "The Socialist
Workers* Party", in Minneapolis, Minnesota* In the issue of
November 27, 1941, there is an item indicating that the Actors Union
has initiated ouster of Communists in New York City, New York*

ENCLOSURES

TO THE KNOXVILLE OFFICE: The following issues of the
Labor Journal:

<v

February 5, 1942
January 29, 1942
January 22, 1942
December 4, 1941
November 27, 1941

-PENDING-

- 8
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M
At Norfolk , Virginia, will contac^ConfidentiaV
Informants of the Norfolk Office ^—^^^—
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o«.a,KAT«,AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE F1L* NO. 100-639

RETORT MAOC AT

OKLAHOMA CITY

TIUI

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

j&n<^

DATKWHSNMAM

5-6-I42 g-17-442

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MASK

RO-ORT MADC BY

\M&* m

X5TSINAL SECURITY - C

The indices oi^the Oklahoma City frejji Division

failed to st>ow the name of pHB^^:
review of ifae. Internal security file of l^^M-HIV fails to indicat>orhether he has

a sister by the nam of p- 1
Jt

f
ld0

fails to show whether flfi^P * *ver rtayed

at the Hollander Folk School,

- RUC -

Report of Special Agent

dated I2-3O-I4I...

Knoxvill«, *ty

A review of the card index files of the Oklahoma

City r'ield Division fails to show the name of

The Internal Security File listing

^^J^fcs a Subject, (Oklahoma City J ife» No*

100-973) and various other files in whichMHM
is listed faila to show whether he has a sister by the

^ >

name of m^MM» ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^^BYSEMO^
3 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN ^^o<P-

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN «P^

71
— A y^EClM. *«nff
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Hnftefc States Separtment of 9ustire

Boston, Massachusetts
March 12, 1942

7 *

K*

1

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

o
Re: HIGHLANDER. FCflJCJiPHOOL

INTERNAL SECURITY — C

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent
», Knoxville, Tennessee, dated December 30, 1941> in

instant case, and particularly to the lead for the Boston Office
to check its indices for the name of M Wf J?ri/*

These indices reflect no information on this
party and it is not believed desirable to conduct further inves-
tigation concerning her* Therefore, instant case is being re-
ferred upon completion to the Office of origin*

Very truly yours

<?/

o'r-h

61-18-185

cc-Knoxville

V. W. PETERSON
Special Agent in Charge

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^SfcL BYi^Mffl
' d>4

¥ «

*• . i

* ^
SL

'--D^O

: " '• VKFTROYED
'^ am 25 1961
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february 27, 1#*I
,*;-;-..:-. '^» ,r-\:'''#* .**»: ;-£•;

-/7C--

'*** **V

:^

^x^
Dear Vr.

<

The publication* whioh you so ki ndly forwarded

under cover poetaarked February 16, 19U2, to Mr. L. *.

Pennington of thie Bureau have been referred to m:

lour cooperation in tide setter i* *oat appreciated.

In order that your future cooperation in thi»»atter !*** M
obtained, I am inetructine Mr. 1. *• Murphy, Special Agent in

ChargeTfederal Bureau of Instigation, U. *• &£***
Juries, 10? Hamilton lational Bank ^^^' J

00*^^' „.
Tenneaaee, to have a Special Agent of that office call on you.

Sincerely youre>

John Ed^ar Hoover
Director

ALL WORM/WON CONTAINED
S^'EINjS UNCLASSIFIED

>

A—

.

3 & ixar.v

-yV^f
.i-^

*"' "*'

•-:.. fit***

• -. Csr>«"

Mr. C«'i«»
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FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIgATO*
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Uniteb States department of Kustire
Knoxvilie, Tennessee

March 13, 191+2

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

O

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^^Sfe^BY^^g

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Internal Security

Dear Sirs

:**

t
-

-/L 7P

' Reference is made to Bureau letter dated <, £.

February 2l+, 191+2, Bureau letter dated February 27, 191+2, "

Bureau file number 61-7511.

•was interviewed by Special Agent B^n March 10,
191+2, at which time MHHBB advised that he does none of

copy of which was sent by
"the Bureau in care of Mr, L. R. PENNINGTON. The

Krioxville Field Division has a copy of this report in its
files and a summary was furnished the Bureau by letter
dated January 28, 191+2.

was very cooperative and agreed
to furnish the Knoxville Office with any other publication
he might receive.

'V ^

i

/

>*-©
T)

*o hi

Z$TR
(

RECORDED & INDEXED
It has been determine a that 'The.. Highlander Fling"

is printed by the DuBoise Publishing Compahy,ryrPritfters and >»'tiATiO^

Publishers, 1620 Third Avenue, North Birmi igham, Alabama. This

^
0y^Snfcrmation will be furnished the Birmingham CfffMAFinl© i|$p<$rt

r

<f'
*

"I!
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¥ with leads to endeavor to obtain back copies of this publication.

Very truly yours,

W. A.- MURPHY
Special Agent in Charge

ej hem
.-12
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

originated at KBOZHLLE, TXHKBSSXE IT rux ho. 100-9460 ISM

TOBK, KSV TOBK

DAT*WHIM MACK

E/17/48

KRIOOFOM
WHICH!

g/!0/4g
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HIGHL&JEUR TOIK 8CH00L

CHARACTDt or CAM -. -, \
1

UnHHAl 8IC0BITT •

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
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•f^-r

~**,

i

j
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Indicts ef the *ev Tork Tield Pirisien checked

regarding
eV and

with negative results. Informational dentifyinc

|the\lnteruaiional Students Serrlce/JPILOT, THB

|bSV MLESbJ SOVIET HUSS11 TOIUT and the/ American

luasiaT Institute set forth. Indices checked for

JISSICJUSKIZH. Information set forth.

4n<L

m IDC **

4lCs

33ITAILSt

Eeport of Special Agent emnl HHsV dated

December 30, 1941 at Xnoxrille, Tennessee,

AT ECU TOHI OUT

The indices ef the ¥ew Toik Field Division

vers checked with rei

f-j-'

The ECV TOBK TIKES under date #L tosS 1

2|.

1940 Indicates that the InterytioW £*ude£e
Serrice vas originally founder ie< riraJthg
American Students Anion, an ajleeed CefimuuJJ|t

front organisation, i * * —. JJ

In the case entitled THE^AjkHAl^O^felMS UHIOH;

XVEGBXaL SICtfBITT - C> Hew Tork file 7B6-4632,

it is indicated that the PILOT is an official

|I5
.et# «

A*

APPROVED AN
FOKWAHDrD

"CO

^-.publication ojTthe Eatlonal Maritime Union.
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At reflected in tht inflict* of tht lew Tork Field Wrielen
JSSSICA SMITH it tpontor of the Ant ri can Council on Soritt Heletioat

1941, .- r • ; .. .

Tht filet of tht Sew Tork Tit Id Division indicate that

the KW LKJJ3XB it a publication of tht Social Democratic federation

of Aneriea, which it oppottd to Conauniea*

SOVIIT HUSSIA TODAT it publiehed at 114 Zatt 224 Street,

lew Tork City, Thit publication ctntaint many artic let extolling

military, economic and political ctaditlont in the U» 8« 8, 1*

SOVIET HUSSIA TODAT it tht subject of an Internal Stcurity ease,

lew Tork file #100-6393* .
'

. ; '

Tht American Sugeian Xnttltutt ftr Cultural delations with

the Soritt Union according to tht quarterly summary report for

Wovembsr 1941, page 140, it presently affiliated with the Kusslam

War Belief, an alleged Coaaunitt front srgaaitatita.

With respect to the Itad in reference report to ateertaia

the perton to whoa lew Tork telephone Io« 3-2666 it listed, your
attention ie directed to the fact that no tuch number txittt la
lev Tork City, All telephone numbere in lew Ttrk City are

preceded by an Exchange prefix. Any further investigation la thit

oatt by tht Hew Tork Field yirisien would apptar it bt unproductive

and accordingly thit aatter it bting considered referred upon
completion to the office or origin*

57410

®M
BEFSBHEE TJPON COMPLETIOS TO THE OITICK OR OBXOXI
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finitrfk States Department of ITustire

Khoxville, Tennessee
March 18, 191(2

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

o

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . N
DATF rlkihi BYW^ikA

HIGHLANDER FOIZ SCHOOL
Internal Security - C

>M

Dear Siri

-Reference is made to your letter of February
2k, 191*2, your filed_ number 61-1

We are in receipt of a letter from Jonathan Daniels, Assistant -

f./
Director in Charge of Civilian Mobilization for the OCD,
stating that our proposal to use Highlander as a defense

.. » training center for southern workers will be given considera-
tion as the general program for civilian defense training is ^^>
developed. ^

V * --D

PY IN FILE
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If, after reading the material, you are prompted to
ask questions, do not hesitate to write. We shall be
glad to hear from you any time."

This letter served as a cover letter for
enclosed literature, which is being submitted to the
Bureau for your information.

The Knoxville Field Division is already in
receipt of duplicates of all literature v-rhich is being
submitted at the present time.

Very truly yours,

w\ A. MUHPHY
Special Agent in Charge

61-12
g0fthorn

Enc.

'-
r*
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MONTEAGLE • TENNESSEE

The Highlander Folk School urgently need* the support of

forward looking and progressive organizations and individuals.

Those who believe with the School that a vital factor in mak-

ing democracy work in America is the provision of enlightened

and responsible labor leadership, are urged to lend both their

moral and financial support.

Inquiries for further information are welcomed at all times

and, should you be in the vicinity of the School, a visit to it

will prove to be a thrilling and exciting experience.

Please make checks or contributions payable to the High-

lander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee.



MONTEAGLE • TENNESSEE

The Setting. The Highlander Folk School ib located on the tip

of the Cumberland Mountains in the Tennessee Valley Authority

region. The School is centrally situated in the southern indus-

trial area.

The Need. The people of the South lack experience in industrial

organization. They want to learn how to adjust to the change

from rural to industrial life, and how to face the problem

of improving their economic and social conditions.

In these times, when all the enlightened forces of capital

and labor are needed to "make democracy work,** the building

of responsible labor leadership is imperative. Southern workers

in particular have lacked opportunities for education. By becom-

ing informed and trained union members they can help achieve

in the South the industrial democracy so vital to the progress

of the whole country.

Founding ©f the School. In 1932, Myles Horton, a native

Tennesscan educated at Cumberland University and the Uni-

versity of Chicago, returned to Tennessee to help provide

Southern workers with an oportunity for an education fitted

to their practical needs.

Highlander Folk School was therefore founded "to provide

an educational center in the South for the training of rural

and industrial leaders, and for the conservation and enrichment

of the indigenous cultural values of the mountain.**

Throughout the eight years of the school's existence, it

has functioned along these broad lines: it is a local rural settle-

ment house serving the community and county; and it is a

center for the education and development of intelligent labor

leadership throughout the entire

South. Through this program, the

school hopes to assist in bringing

m«..«- .. i about the economic and political de-
Mountamecr student now *

active jn community co- tnocraey that is the heritage of the

operative. finest American tradition.
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Discussion Group in Front of Main School Building
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Early Years. When Doctor Lillian Johnson, pioneer southern
educator, gave her frame house and farm land to the new
School, the founders resolved not to create another formal
institution, but to develop an educational and cultural center to
meet the needs of the students themselves, and of the community.
Hence, during the first few weeks, the house served chiefly
as a community center, where neighbors dropped in for a social
evening of songs and friendly discussion with the teachers.

Later, a few of the neighbors asked for a discussion class,

and during the first winter, evening classes dealing with psy-
chology, economics, and current events, grew naturally out of
the interests of the community folk.

A few resident students began to live at the school and to
be given individual instruction in writing and speaking. In
addition, each selected a community activity ranging from
music classes and a dramatics club to educational meetings
among the miners and relief workers in neighboring communi-
ties. Thus, the three aspects of interrelated activity which the
school now carries on, grew out of the demands of the first

year:

I—the residence program of short courses and weekend
conferences for workers.

II—the work in the community.
Ill—(he extension program, fa which students and staff

carry the educational work to other rural ami indus-
trial areas.

ftp-- $$• "w*'. 5AV?'**£ 5f?ffi
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PRESENT PROGRAM

1. Resident C purses. Resident Terms for Workers are the
backbone of the year-round program. In the mmmei and in the
spring, the six weeks term of intensive resident courses is con-
ducted for trade-union students. Students are drawn from South-

ern labor unions, with an occasional student from outside of the
South. The qualifications for admission are: the ability to read
and write and devotion to the labor movement. No student is ac-

cepted without the recommendation of his or her union.

The purpose of all the courses is to provide factual infor-

mation bearing on the practical problems faced by the students

in their unions. Sharing of experiences and discussions enables

students to meet their local situations more constructively.

Classes are always informal, and draw from and relate

back to, the students* experiences. In addition to discussions led

bv the regular staff members, leading experts from the field

of organized labor and
from Federal and State

agencies frequently
contribute to the
classes as visiting lec-

turers. The School's lib-

rary of six thousand
books and pamphlets,
built up by the gifts of

friends, is eagerly
drawn on by the stu-

dents to supplement
their class work.

ifwMomra**-*&*&

The courses
include the

following
subjects :

Union Prob-
lems: discus-

sion of definite

problemsof the

students as

labor 'unionists.

Methods of organizing, dues collecting, and making the meet-
ings interesting: fundamentals of collective bargaining, negotia-

ting contracts, and Labor Board procedure.



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

American History: the story of the growth of the labor
movement in America from Colonial days to the present, with

an examination of labor's rights under New Deal legislation.

Economics: an introductory course dealing with the way people

make a living; the development of the industrial era and its

effect upon the welfare of working people; and the economic
background of the union movement.

Union Publicity: practice in the basic elements of a news
story, related to reporting for labor papers. The mechanics of

editing a paper or pamphlet; mimeographing methods; and
the creating of charts and posters for publicity uses. Students

write their own life stories and publish them in mimeographed
form.

Parliamentary Law and Public Speaking: designed to show
students how to rum business-like meetings, and how to get

acros* ideas in an effective manner. Class is conducted as a

regular union meeting, giving students practice in speaking
and in parliamentary law.

Dramatics: training in the improvisation of plays based on
actual situations suggested, acted out and produced by the

students. Finished product is often taken on tour to union locals.

Music and Recreation: learning labor and folk songs; practice

in leading group singing, and methods of setting up a recrea-

tional program in a union.

Equally as important as the course of studies is the experience

of cooperative living. The students contribute two hours a day

to the running of the household, and have the opportunity of

sharing work and play with other students and the staff.

F^m-

&]h^iM^^^
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Institutes and Extra Sessions. In addition to its regular resi-

dent terms, Highlander holds frequent weekend institutes

throughout the year, for unions, teachers, and social workers.
For example, during
1940, institutes were
held at the school for

the American Federa-
tion of Hosiery Workers, f'™PP« «««;»«'

for the International £ f°
r #"d ^

Ladies' Garment Work*
'

ers Union, and for La-
bor's Non-Partisan
League. Informal week-
end gatherings were
held for leaders of co-

operatives, and for
southern business and
professional, and indue-

trial Y. W. C. A.
secretaries.

Other special sessions

have included such
varied projects as: a

week's Summer camp for

the children of union
members; a writers' workshop at which prominent writers and
young students from all parts of the country discussed together
the problems of writing: and two work camps for college students,

2. The Community Program. The problem of earning a living in
Grundy County is acute. Since the soil is not suitable for

productive farming, the natural resources
of the land—coal mining and lumbering-
have been exploited until the timber is

gone and only a few mines are in
operation.

The American Public Welfare Asso-
ciation has made a study of the county:
it is one of the poorest in the South,
with over eighty percent of the residents
certified for relief.

An important part of Highlanders'
all-year-round activities is the School's
work with community organizations in

Square dancing at the
camp jor junior unionists.



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

joint efforts to solve community and connty problems. Leader-

thip has been furnished for Cooperatives in gardening, canning,

pottery and quilt-making, and in such organisations as a Com-

munity Council, local unions, and a Parent-Teacher Association.

In the community work, the School also assists in developing

local leadership by providing for Young People* Clubi and

Study Group* for AdultB. The cultural and recreational life of

the community has been stimulated by the School's free music

lessons, and by the encouragement of the traditional songs

and fine old square dances of the region.

Perhaps the most outstanding recent example of the

School's community projects is a progressive nursery school,

taught by a member of the Highlander staff, who is a graduate

of the Bank Street Cooperative School for Teachers, and who

acts ae director, janitor, parent-worker, and school-bus driver.

The parents of the fifteen children make their contribution by

helping supply hot lunches and fuel for the nursery building.

:-*y-rfH*+rn t«»*m. l «9«"Tpr zfv. Tgffff

Nursery School brings New Opporhitu&% to Community CMarm
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MONTEAGLE TENNESSEE

3.Extension Work. The third aspect of Highlander's program it

its field work. Staff members serve as a resource which unions

and cooperatives all over the South can call upon for guidance

or assistance in worker's lucation. At the request of the local

unions for example, members of the staff go out between resident

sessions to conduct educational programs. Instruction is given in

setting up mimeographed newspapers, and in the organization of
dramatics clubs, singing and study groups.

Finally, the staff is always available by correspondence or

visit, to assist graduates of the School in their educational and
cultural activities. There are 180 alumni from 24 states and from
30 different unions. Some of the typical progressive positions

held by former students are: union educational director, manager
of cooperative store, organizers for the C.I.O. and for the A.F. of

L., recreational director for union, Y.M.C.A. administrator, labor

news service editor, member of county school board, publicity

director for union, editor of labor song book, teachers and direc-

tors for workers' service projects, W.P.A.; and officers of local

unions.
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ADMINISTRATION. MAINTENANCE
AND SUPPORT

Administration: The Executive Council of the Highlander

Folk School consists of leading representatives of both the

A.F. of L. and the C.I.O., and the teaching staff. The teaching,

direction, and control of the school are in the hands of the

staff and of lahor representatives committed to the idea that

democracy can best be achieved through a strong, intelligent

labor movement. TheSchool is not, and never has been, affiliated

with any political organization or party.

Members of the Executive Council are: Albert Barnett,

Professor of Old Testament Literature, Scarritt College; Miss

Lucy Randolph Mason, Southern Publicity Representative for

the C.I.O.; Edward F. Callaghan, Vice-President of the American

Federation Hosiery Workers; George Titler, Secretary, District

19, United Mine Workers of America; Matt Lynch, Representative

of the American Federation of Hosiery Workers; Roy Reynolds,

President Chattanooga Printing Pressmen and Assistants Union;

Alton Lawrence, Southern Representative of Labor's Non-

partisan League; Paul R. Christopher, Executive Secretary of

the Tennessee State Industrial Union Council; Bernard Borah,

Southern Representative of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers

of America.

Staff: The staff bring to their teaching, in addition to college

and professional training, their experience in the field of South-

ern labor as members of the American Federation of Teachers,

and as organizers, writers and speakers. They receive no salaries,

other than maintenance. The staff is cooperatively organized and
shares equally in the control of the school.

The staff includes: Teachers; William Buttrick, College of

the City of Nashville, Duke University; James Dombrowski,

Emory University, Columbia University, Union Theological

Seminary; Myles Horton, Cumberland University, University of

Chicago; Zilphia Horton, College of the Ozarks; Librarian, Leon
Wilson; Nursery School Director, Claudia Lewis, Reed College,

Bank Street Cooperative School for Teachers; Community
Worker, Mary Lawrence, Duke University; Office Secretaries,

Louise Dichman, Vassar College; Louise Conkling, Oberlin

College.
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Support: TheSchool is run on a cooperative basis. Student* and
staff share in the household work; hence, every penny of the
yearly contributions is devoted to the actual maintenance of the
School and its year-round program of residence terms, and com-
munity and extension work-

Contributors are unions, religious groups, student bodies,
educational foundations, and over nine hundred liberal men and
women throughout the country. Scholarships are maintained
by several international unions; and by individual contributors,
including Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt.

The school work would be impossible without the moral and
financial support of progressive citizens. They believe with the
School that if democracy is to survive the onslaughts of the
anti-democratic forces spreading in the world today, the great
majority of our people must learn how to exercise their rights
most capably and wisely through the democratic process.

Endorsements. The School is proud of the roster of illustrious

leaders, both National and Southern, who endorse its work.
Amongst the prominent representatives of organized labor —-

'

Dr. George S. Counts; President, American Federation of
Teachers, A.F. of L.:

"I have every confidence in the Highlander Folk School as
an institution thoroughly devoted to the interests of working
people and the cause of American democracy."

John L. Lewis: President, United Mine Workers of America,
C.I.O.:

*'I think that the School is performing a noteworthy task in
the field of liberal and useful education, and that real recogni-

tion is due for the generous and effective support which it gives

to the struggle of labor in the South.**

Amongst the well-known educators —
Dr. John Dewey:
"When the Highlander Folk School was founded, I wrote

that I regarded it as one of the most important social-educational
projects in America. The achievements of the School in the
past eight years confirm my original judgment."

Dr. William S. Knickerbocker, Professor at the University of
the South, and editor of the SEWANEE REVIEW:

"... the Highlander Folk School is rendering an important
and indispensable service in its nursery school, its relief assist-

ance, its intelligent scrutiny of political and social conditions,
and in most of its proposals for the elimination of removable
abuses and the introduction of more tolerable conditions of
living."
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/n t/te Church —
Reverend Reinhold JViebubr;

''One of the most interesting experiment* in labor education
in America."

Reverend Marshall Wingfield, Memphis Pastor, Moderator of
the Tennessee Conference of Congregational Churches and His-
torian in Chief of the Sons of Confederate Veterans:

**...] know the School is doing an excellent and much
needed work in this area."

Amongst our neighbors —
Miss May Justus, public school teacher, author, and holder of

a Rosenwald Fellowship:
**1 am glad to say that 1 know of much good the Highlander

Folk School has done in our community, both in an educational

and altruistic way. They have proved their friendship, especially

to the poor and needy, rendering material assistance in many
cases when none else was available."

Mrs. C. R. Starr, President of the P.T.A.:
**

. . . they are an asset to this community."

In Workers Education —
Mark Starr, Educational Director, International Ladies Gar-

ment Workers Union:
""The trade unions of the South need workers* education to

increase .their power and use it wisely. Highlander Folk School
deserves support because it provides that workers* education."

Hilda Smith, Director Workers Service Program, Works
Progress Administration.

"The Highlander Folk School is making an unusual contri-

bution to workers' education. It has set a pattern in community
relations through a workers' school and is doing much to give

courage to industrial and rural workers who are concerned witb
raising standards of living and developing educational programs
among workers* groups."

In Labor Organizations —
1940 Annual Convention of the C.I.O.:

44
. . . resolved that this organization endorse the ideas and

program of the Highlander Folk School."

RESOLUTION, NASHVILLE TRADES AND
LABOR COUNCIL, (A. F. of L.)

**
. . . the Council expresses confidence in the fundamental

soundness of the objectives of this labor school."
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One of our favorite educational institutions in the

whole United States is the Highlander Folk

School at Monteagle, Tennessee. Highlander is a labor

school} its chief purpose is to take promising trade-

union members and equip them better to help their

organizations fight for improved conditions for the

working man. No student is taken unless he is endorsed

by a local union. No distinction is made between AFL
and CIO, both of which cooperate with the school.

In addition to this primary purpose, the school has

two others. It attempts to aid the people of the little

community where it is located j it conducts a nursery

sJiusI for people nearby and has sponsored several co-

operative undertakings for them. It also has an exten-

sion division which does field work of several kinds in

cities near and far.

The direct support of labor is indicated by repre-

sentation on its executive council. This body includes a

vice-president and another representative of the Ameri-

can Federation of Hosiery Workers j the Southern

director of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers j the

president of the Chattanooga Printing Pressmen, and

a local secretary from the United Mine Workers.

Among many labor groups supporting the school is the

Nashville Trades and Labor Council, AFL.
The schools has friends in other quarters than the

organized labor movement Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

is keenly interested and maintains a scholarship there.

The benefit this month in the national capital is spon-

sored by a Justice of the Supreme Court, members of

the Cabinet and of Congress, a former governor,

administrators of leading federal agencies, two mem-

bers of the National Defense Advisory Commission

and other prominent persons. Mr. J. W. Studebaker,

United States Commissioner of Education, wrote the

committee on arrangements: "Although I am asked

_._,
;
„wA lo lend my name for the sponsorship of

many undertakings and naturally find it necessaiy to

decline, I am willing to be one of the sponsors of your

benefit."

Why do we go into such detail about the support the

Highlander Folk School receives? Because there has

been a long continued, vicious campaign in Tennessee

to destroy this institution. Most of the newspapers of

the entire surrounding territory have repeatedly lied

about the school, on such a scale that the falsification

cannot be attributed to an innocent misunderstanding.

The charges have been that the school was "commu-

nistic," that it was misleading the young people, and

so on. Dr. James Dombrowski, director of the school,

has denied all these charges and has indicated his will-

ingness, if it could be proved that the school is un-

American or is detrimental to the community and to

the people it serves, to put an end to its work. Nobody

has ever brought forward even a fragment of evidence

that the charges are true.

Who is behind the attempt to destroy the High-

lander Folk School? First of all, it is reactionary em-

ployers throughout the entire South, men who object

to the school because it trains people to become suc-

cessful leaders of strong trade unions. Locally, there

is reason to believe that the Tennessee Consolidated

Coal Company has had a good deal to do with the

attack. This company has for years dominated Grundy

County. In 1938, for the first time, a group of county

offiaals were ejected who were not subservient to the

coal company, and the school faculty was active during

the campaign in support of these candidates.

A few weeks ago, feeling was stirred up to such a

pitch that a vigilante group calling themselves the

Grundy County Crusaders planned to march against

the school. If this had been done, blood would cer-

tainly have been shed. At the last minute, the vigilante

leaders were persuaded instead to confer with the

school officials. As a result of this five-hour conference,

the tension was relieved somewhat. But there is danger

that it will rise again j there are plenty of people in

Tennessee who don't want a school that prepares effi-

cient spokesmen for labor, and will stoop to almost

anything to destroy it.
*~ Y
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WHEREAS the Tennessee State Industrial Union Council, in constitutional convention

assembled, In Knoxville, Tenr.., on May 25, 1940, unanimously adopted the following

resolutioni ' -i |i -V" '

'

'
»

*
"^ - ''

'

WHEREAS the aim of the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn-

essee, is to aid in the fight for complete political and economic

democracy in the South, and

WHEREAS the school conducts a year round educational, recreational

and organizational program made up of six weeks residenoe terms, in-

stitutes and conferences, and field work with unions, and '"

WHEREAS teachers and a number of former students are organizers and

officials o£ CIO unions, and

WHEREAS such labor activities have made the school a target for at-

tacks from anti-labor forces,

THEREFORE be it resolved that this organization endorse the aims and

program of the Highlander Folk School and that the efforts to discredit

and defame the school be condemned as on attack on the progressive la-

bor movement of the South.

•

T'TE?~FORE bo it resolved that the third annual convention of the Congress of Jndus-

'-- Organisations, assastled in Atlantic City, H.J., concur in this action by the

?i-"jifssee State Industrial Union Council*

V/illiam Turnblazer,

William Mitch,

Edward F. Callaghan,
Paul R. Christopher,
R.C. Thomasi
N.A. Zonarioh,
laul Ragon,

i.J, Smith,
W.H. Crawford,
Jchn Green,

~c-o.rge Baldanzi,
Herbert W. Payne,
Franz Daniels,

Philip Van Gelder,
Fr;in> Rosenblum,
F.C. Pieper,
John J. Schulter.

SUBMITTED BY

«

Chairman, Tennessee Industrial Union Council} President
of District 19, United Mine Workers.
Chairman » Alabama Industrial Union Council; Southern Dir-
ector, Steel Workers Organizing Committee.

Southern Director, American Federation of Hosiery Workers.

Secretary, Tennessee Industrial Union Counoil. v

International President, United Automobile Workers.
International President, Aluminum Workers of America.

Chairman j Chattanooga Industrial Union Council; Represent-

ative, SWOC.

Tennessee 610 Representdtive.
Chairman, Birmingham Industrial Union Council,

National President, Industrial Union of Marine & Shipbuild-

ing Workers of America.
Executive Vice-President, Textile Workers Union bf Aujerica.

Director Rayon Division, Textile Workers Union of -America.

National Organizer, Amalgamated Clothing Workers.

Secretary, Industrial Union of Marino & Shipbiilding Workers.

Vice-President, CIO; Organizational Director, AOTA.
Regional CIO Director, New Orleans.

Southern Director, .United Retail & Wholesale Employees.
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HIGHLANDER
FOLK SCHOOL

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

OPEN TO SOUTHERN MEN AND WOMEN
RECOMMENDED BY

RURAL OR INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS

HIGHLANDER IS ENDORSED BY LEADING
LABOR UNIONS

Summer Term-Six Weeks

AUGUST 18 to SEPTEMBER 27
1941
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Students receive practical
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«MH training in conducting the af-

iisiim^UB fairs of the union.

Courses include:

1
%

'
'

I
Union Problems
Labor History

^,.^:^;^^ Economics
Journalism
Public Speaking

ife Parliamentary Law
•

;.

~

life.-: V-.^'y
"

Mimeographing and
,.i

; /W:*' ',
/."'"-. Posters

-'"
<>- J^p. < -v'v'-'

'

Dramatics

M&k' ..

:^---"' t Music and Recreation

mM
Study

Highlander

Offers

Dl ay

Eagle Bluff
(.r*:;:i;, Foster
r."V--\ and Saltpe-

ter Cave are
among the scenic

vi.-Jted by

in-- /iu dents.
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EXPENSES

•^

A NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS COV-

ERING ALL OR PART OF THE STU-

DENT'S EXPENSES ARE AVAILABLE.

WHEN POSSIBLE, . HOWEVER, THE

STUDENT OR HIS OR HER LOCAL OR-

GANIZATION IS ASKED TO PAY $50.

THIS IS ONLY HALF OF THE ACTUAL

COST PER STUDENT.

ilSkei

V&rV'iVS**.

WRITE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

AND APPLICATION BLANKS.

,*-*^*%

%**
***?
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7?v THE SCHOOL

Hi*

A place where children may come to

play with other children whom they ordi-
;

narily do not see. Here they learn the

ways of getting along together.

With their teacher they go on walkB

and rides to Bee the thingB they like

t see—the big bus in Monteagle, the

grocery store, the well-digger in Buddy e

yard.

At school they have orange crates and

boards to build yheir own "well diggers .

They have hammers and nails, crayons, paints

(mostly made from poke-terries and rootB)

and clay (which they themselves can dig).

The teacher sings with the children,

and tells them Btories. For some of the

children, it is the first time that anyone *ae

ever told them stories.

There are trees to climb, swings to push,

ropes to jump. These things help to build

stronger bodies*

HOW IS THE . ./ :
-.

SCHOOL SUPPLIED "
.

Highlander
yolk School
Provides maintenance
for the teacher, and
a car for collecting
the children each day.

Public
Welfare Dept.
supplies surplus
commodities, which go
into the hot soup.-

national Youth
Administration
paays for two assis-
tants, mountain girls,
who are receiving
nursery school training
from Miss Lewis.

Director and Teacher:

Miss Claudia Lewis, formerly with the Bank
Street Schools, New York City.

The Program: ,

Mid-morning lunch of crackers and fruit
juice; noon lunch of hot soup and milk;
cod liver oil during the winter.

Play outdoors all day during the warm months,

An hour's rest after lunch has juBt been
made possible by the donation of cots.

Housing an d Equipment:.,

The nursery school is temporarily located
in one of the two rooms of the public elem-

entary school building. The room is lar *e

and light, heated by a coal stove. Water

comes from a well in the school yard.

When this well is dry, the water must be
carried from a spring a quarter of a mile
away.

Play equipment consists chiefly of what
can be secured at no cost—acorns,
sticks and stones; cornstalks and orange,

crates.

* The Community
; People
; donate all they oan
in the way of milk, coal

. labor. It is their
interest and cooperation

t
which have made the -

! school a real oommun-
\. ity nurBery school.

\ WE FEED
'Medical care, cots
and blankets, play equipment,
stove, supplies, an ade-
quate salary for the teacher,
a permanent building tor

r
the school*

\

Please help us meet
our budget and needs

. by sending your oon-
' tribution to the chair-
man of our Finance Com-
mittee:

Mr. Lionel C. Perera
912 Fifth Avenue
New York City

i . .

i

' or directly to the
Highlander Folk School,
Monteagle Tennessee.

.

. CheckB should be made
'= payable to the Highlander
Fol* School.. . .,,,.;.„*;.
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The Summerfield Nursery School, on th«
Cumberland Plateau, Monteagla, Tennessee

le doing It '8 best

BUT WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP

N

The Summerfild Nursery School, which
has operated with the help of the Highlariaer

Jolk School since June, 1938, cares for

about 20 children, aged 3-5. The school

is open the year round, and welcomes all
children free of charge.

The parents of these children once

worked in coal and timber. But now that

the coal is used up and the timber is

stripped, WPA road work is all there Is to

turn to. Summerfield 's 60 families live

on barren land, housed in the shacks their

grandfathers built— still without elec-

tricity, without plumbing.

In this community, children are the only

riches. These Bonnie Carols and Johnnie

Maes are indeed well loved. Their

isolated life has made them excessively

shy, but they are happy and bright.
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FIELD PROGRAM
BROADENS
With the exception of the eight

weeks she spent teaching at High-
lander. Mary Lawrance has been

in New Orleans since April first.

Her program of workers' educa-

tion, sponsored by the New Or-
leans Industrial Union Council,

will continue until the end of the

year.

Soeeia] classes have been held

for three unions: the Furniture

Workers, the Inland Boatmen,
the Transport Workers. In ad-

dition there have been classes for

officers, stewards, and commit-
teemen of five large locals. This

,,_.......„ _ . ^. „. t program
has resulted in the starting of

departmental meetings in the

unions, s.n increased attendance

at general meetings, increase in

membershio and dues collection,

publication of a mimeographed
pp.per by one of the unions. Be-
iv.V'5ri st-veri! > -fi>'e and a hun-
drt'i ii-.Fii'hrr -t'entf cIpss each
v, t»e k

.

A number of Highlnncier alumni
.,*-r- -^j-'-. --_' p--*'i \y\r> "roprsm

dent, Ic dj^ounj: full time to it.

i. ,.-, ----- |... t \if>:r\ r-ar-

ri-r . r. oy mt<±:.- r-r posters, news
.•:.,'»<.. i .;- i

;

'

> .".!.-
.

.
.-
c'.^'ia 1

1

,t bul-
i,..,rr_ e -i.v' ^o;;

,-,f :i reading
~-'j:ii :.h ..- .: " o office, and

: ...
' , I. '.

, Bay parade,
v.f :.._ " • -

'..: :;. New Or-
lean= in rrarv yearf.

T- f v,-.-.< , "t-^m. TO BUILD
V"f»^I- '.:.. ...-:'.' .-.j.-d on the
f;r''ir"" f

,f :-' r :-rf r:t program,
has bt-'ji) pruufd and is available

from the CIO office.

Commentme Fred Pieper, re-

gional C. I. O. director, says, "We

ivp-'ned to sf

•;"*.urd
"

r,t the pro-
— '. At. a : t Lu -

that it is con-

?.,!

ctaff bisa:: ir,

i?rL.:r. und?r ;^e

• hi •<»].- of the
.,.-.. .. unierence.

Jcr

lucitional pro-

iuspices of the
i Council. Pro-
>: r ]. o. lo-

Thrrc are ten
.

J " T i: i..;.'noers there.

find o'par ''.p.'ion i.-. continuing
n.pidiy Fu.d workers, wood-
workers, then if. w workers, steel

wnr/ers. nnntime workers and

th-

United Auto Workers At Highlander

Members of Ford local 903, Memphis, took part in classes,
singing, square dancing, September 5, 6, 7, and made plans for
the Memphis conference described on this page. In the group are
I:.chard Deverall, V. A. W. educational director; Bethel Judd,
International Representative; Ben McCullough, local president',

T. G. Vanlandingham, financial secretary. The latter attended
the summer term on the scholarship given by Mrs. Roosevelt.

Summer Term Features

Labor Conferences

One hundred and fifty-six representatives of A. F. of L. and
C. I. O. unions attended the five week-end conferences held at the

school during the regular six week's summer term, August 18 to

September 27.

f on : hv
..'.j o; ;[iu".sr\cf-.i

m P2. Col 2*

The conference dealt with prob-

lems of organizing, education for

union members, political action

for unions, and labor's part in the

National Defense Program. Reg-
ular students and visitors alike

took part in the discussions. Lead-

ers of the conferences were Rich-

ard Deverall, International Edu-
cational Director of the United

Auto Workers; Yelverton Cow-
herd, regional C. I. O. director,

Birmingham; Alton Lawrence
southern representative Labor's

Non-Partisan League; Fred Pie-

per, regional C. I. O. director,

New Orleans; Allen McNeil, south-

ern reprseentative Mine, Mill &
Smelter Workers.

Speakers

Other speakers and discussion

ieaders were William Eaves, re-

gional Wage and Hour director;

Paul Christopher, Tennessee

State C. I. O. Secretary; Flem-

ing James, Dean of the Theolog-

ical Seminary, University of the

South, Sewanee; George Stoney,

Farm Security Administration;
Frank Coffee, Social Security

Board; Joe Dobbs, Chairman Or-
ganizing Committee Chattanooga
Central Labor Union; O. A. Bax-
ter, sub-regional director Steel

Workers Organizing Committee,
Chattanooga; Rosanne Walker,
Retail and Wholesale Clerks rep-

resentative, Philadelphia; M. C.

Anderson and Frank Allen, Mine,
Mill & Smelter Workers repre-

sentatives; Edward Woods, Amer-
ican Newspaper Guild represent-
ative; Mike Smith, Tennessee di-

rector Amalgamated Clothing

Workers; Bethel Judd, United
('Continued on Pi, Col. S)

IAUTO WORKERS
CONFER ON
EDUCATION
Carrying out plans formulated

at Highlander by Richard Dever-
all, U. A. W. Educational Director,
Bethel Judd, International Rep-
resentative, and members of Mem-
phis Ford Local 803, The UNITED
AUTO WORKERS, C. I. O., held
a three day educational confer-
ence at the Hotel Chisca, Mem-
phis, the 24th, 26th and 26th of
October. A large number of dele-
gates were present from Detroit,

Baltimore, Louisville, Atlanta,
Dallas, Memphis.
"The union," said Deverall, "is

more than simply a slot machine
for wages and hours. We can
make it the cultural, democratic
means of life for the American
worker." Special study was given
the Ford grievance procedure,
setting up of local union educa-
tional and recreational programs,
publicity and Journalism, and
housing, rent*, and prices.

Principal speakers were T. J.
Starling, V. A. W. southern board
member; Richard Deverall; Frank
Marquart, educational director of
Ford Local 600, Detroit; John
Edelman, Office of Price Admin-
istration, Washington.

Bight To Strike
"When management waives the

right to profit," Deverall said,

"unions will waive the right to

strike." Brother Marquart spoke
forcefully for adoption of the
Murray Industrial Council Plan as

the one means in sight for put-
ting the National Defense Pro-
gram on a sound basis.

HFS Staff Members
Myles Horton, Harry Lasker,

Maria Stenzel, Leon Wilson were
delegates from Highlander and
took active parts in the program

.

The Highlander film "PEOPLE
OF THE CUMBERLAND" was
shown with U. A. W. movies and
drew a fine response. Plans were
announced for a week's school at

Highlander for southern Auto
Workers, to be held early in 1942.

A number of Highlander Alum-
ni attended the conference, in-

cluding T. G. Vanlandingham, fi-

nancial secretary of Ford Local

903, who was awarded the second

scholarship provided by Eleanor

Roosevelt.

The conference concluded with

a mass meeting for Memphis C.

I. O. workers, held in Edgewood
Park. _.
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"Circle Four And Do~Si-Do!"

worn ^ainpt.i6 ^uunin'i ioi square dancing alone. The 19^1

Work Camp, jointly conducted by Highlander and the Interna-

tional Student Service, had for its main project the clearing of

a tract for reforestation. Other projects included, repairs to the

Nursery School, construction of a potter's wheel. Observation

trips to T. V. A. areas, the Cherokee National Forest, and an

Alabatr-'r textile center were important features of the program.

COlJiVI* NEWS
COMMUNITY AND-gJ^dS: law

'

pubUc speak"

In CUnton
Maria Stenzel, Highlander oom-

vv-iv -.-,- - mmer nropram of I munity worker, spent the week of

residence terms completed, casses October 27th In Clinton, Tennec-

ere now in progress for the Sum- see, where she organized a rec-

.--..;,-- • -r-:'y reational program for the Hosiery

v fo.no clav has been W^"S The violently anti-union

T. V. a. technicians; Magnet MUls recently defeated

'-• work C&rr- b'V'- i

the t^011 to their efforts to be-

•/ potterv wheel; the i

™me barganing agent for the

n fired'experiement-l^^ workers. The union spirit

is undaunted ; organization con-
tinues.

Impetus for the program came

Tr» lr

?.).=': ?<(!

t;.i. .,::.

-. n Y-.e

ally, members at 4 the Summer

-

fieH Cooperative are working
ai:i;v. ;:.* t ^y making and hope

to rom : - cut in the spring with

i. iriai'Kf. .i.LiJf j-i'oii.ict.

Dill arc! King and Maria Stenzel

«.ie continuing the whittling class

of last winter, when the young
rj

PAMPHLET ON
ROANE COUNTY
On September 25th two C. I. O.

organizers were extended the gra-
cious hospitality of Roane County,
Tennessee, company thugs and
police. Climax to the brutal tor-

turing was the application to

naked flesh of free-flowing South-
em tar.

Despite the nationwide public-

ity given the affair and the C.

I. O.'s posted offer of a thousand
dollars, county of Roane and state

of Tennessee have so far suc-
ceeded in failing to make any
arrests. Commemorating the
county employers' careers of anti-

union outlawry (the present case
is part of a rich tradition) Paul
Christopher, state C. I. O. secre-

tary, is getting out a pamphlet
entitled "TERROR IN ROANE
COUNTY." Text is the work of

Horace Bryan, writer and former
Highlander student; the cover is

by Maria Stenzel.

(Summer Term Continued)

Auto Workers representative,

Memphis; John Bouche, C. I. O.
representative, New Orleans;
Keng Li, rural Y. W. C. A. sec-
retary from China.

Student Activities

During the fifth mnd sixth

week, on request of the students,

a special study was made of state

and federal labor legislation. Stu-
dents made two field trips to take

part in union meetings : one to

the Retail Clerks of Whitwell,

HFS ALUMNI
TO CONVENE
A Thanksgiving banquet will

climax the third annual reunion

of the Highlander Alumni, No-
vember 28th, 29th and 30th. Maria
Stenzel, alumni secretary, has re-

ceived letters from many former
students planning to be here for

the big week-end. The schedule

says discussions, volley ball, danc-
ing.

In response to our call, activity

reports are no wcoming in from
all alumni. These will be used in

working up a detailed survey of

Highlander's first ten years in

labor education. The tenth year,

1642, is coming at us head on.

Handle Workers of Sequatchie,

Tennessee.
"WE'VE GOT WORK TO DO,"

a play written by the students

to show labor's role in the de-

fense emergency, and calling for

acceptance of the Murray De-
fense Plan, was performed twice

for enthusiastic audiences.

Among the full-time students

were hosiery workers, inland boat-
men, construction workers, a
newspaper employee, an auto
worker, a postal worker, a fed-
eral employee, a student of labor
law. Students came from Okla-
homa, Louisiana, Texas, Tennes-
see, Washington, D. C. For the

second time the Pan-American
Union sent a Latin American
worker who came this year from
Colombia, South America.

out of the post-election rally, at

which Myles Horton and Maria
Stenzel had charge of recreation.

Program included decorating of

the union hall, poster making,

group singing, committee wtork,
newlc- of the community learned

, &tart of a square dancing group
l0 '•'- '' -'-"Cit!?., horsey r.pzt

.[ and organization of a string band,
and dor- with their pocket knives.

| A Hhllow.en party was the

Sqjfii 'iiiiicing is again the high spot of Sister Maria's week.
:.; -:•; 'vfhts.

j

Grundy-Marion Conference
-f-. r.

/.„. .. _,,,. e jn pptterv at! Officers and members of two
uiaErr. r-.- ".M t-na of Grundy Grundy County "UNITED MINE
.j...., .^. ........ w'ORKER locals met with Hugh
In addition to her other ac- I Rankin. UMWA district repre-

tivities. Joan Payne is now hand- sentative, at the school, October
":!-" tl.< *:f»v--ling library. The ! the 18th, and worked out plans
..L, ,..;. ->... shortly complete a

[
for an organi7Ation campaign

fL'J: ye:-.r <>}' service in circulat-
j among the truckers and sawmill

faults and childien I workers of Grundy and Marion
out m th<: county.

Nursery School
•_'oan Payne plans to keep the

Nursery School going until

-.,-.„. .-..t. h-.r,

counties.

conduct the children's Christmas
party at which forty or fifty Sum-
mrrfjelii children will say
"howdy" to a guaranteed genuine

:>?! .' ..i- weekly mee ungs for
j
Santa Claus and carry off pres-

»V tf.cr ape girls of the coin- ents sent by friends of the com-
- ', : they will help her ' munity and of the school.

CHARLES W. FERGUSON, an associate editor of the READER'S
DIGEST, discusses the 'think-piec^ with Kate Bradford Stockton,

onetime candidate for governor of Tennessee. Highlander held

its third annual WRITERS WORKSHOP this summer. Other
teachers were Novelist Mary Lapsley, Playwright Lealon Jones of

Missouri State Teachers College. Guest speakers included H. C.

Nixon of Vanderbilt University; Henry Zon, Washington Bureau
of the Federated Press; William R. McDaniel, director Tennessee
Federal Writers Program. Students were writers, school teach-

ers, college students, trade unionists.

- t.j iii j
i

,m in imnpi ni



the HIGHLANDER FLING
Published by The Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee

Vol. 4, No. 1 MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE March, 1942

Executive Council
Meets

The first Executive Council

meeting of the new year took

place at the school January 11.

Principal discussion was on how
Highlander can most effectively

continue with its services to work-
ers during the war.

OCD PROPOSAL

Outcome of the deliberation was

the proposal submitted to, and
now being considered by the Of-

fice of Civilian Defense in Wash-
"-, "—sal indicates

how the facilities of the school

could be used by the OCD in a
program of training union mem-
bers for responsibilities in their

Jocal situations. It is suggested

that OCD officials would provide

if,s '.. u c t ion i". ( 1 ) the prevention of

;;-.Iil::re tc pKnt and mine equip-

mt nt and def"nse materials; (2)

.... .j, .^ ..... : .'..-.icn.ry methods;
(3> air raid defense; <4) improve -

mm ana maintenance of morale.

;
.. . n'-oased much

lE-io'.'io't re:nrr.em from labor rep~
-

.

?
**:--' T

t was first endorsed
•., Mr- if...-: ;.-.• ir State Industrial

Statement of Purpose, Program and
Policy

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to
assist in. the defense and expansion of political and
economic democracy.

Since unions are basic to the achievement of de-
mocracy, the strengthening of unions through educa-
tion is the school's primary task.

The program is determined by the needs and pol-

icies of the unions from which the students are sent
and with which the school works. These needs are
served through resident classes, conferences, extension
work, and recreational activities. -

—

In the community in which it is located the school
functions as a rural settlement house, providing social,

educational, and recreational services.

The school's influence is southwide; its program
trains southern rural and industrial leaders for a dem-
ocratic society.

The school is cooperatively owned and managed
by the teaching staff. It is affiliated with no group or
organization. Its policies are wholly determined by an
executive council composed of outstanding southern
labor leaders, educators and members of the staff.

Financial support of the school comes from small
contributions by friends and members of the labor

movement throughout the country.

Tr'-:TH YEAR
!..'_' Coun .-1 set the weekend of

St-pwmbcT 12-13 for the Tenth
A/....- .-.r; Ce'i-braticn to be

held a: the school. This week-
£T.l :'. :>. t- e last one of the

regular six weeks summer term,

atid will be a climax of a drive

for new contributors to the school

to be directed by two members
r>* >.. r< -"«;' Mi.v, Lucy Ran-
civ.h :.!;-. v :. ana Paul R. Chris-

Tor^' *'

- :' ft voroved revision
ryf >>* <ifh "•

<= '•t Element of pur-

M^.j .;.<.- .f,..-L-c version appears

c juncil members at the mset-
i PL- i*"i pH ^itinn to Miss Mason

' '••",- opher and the
Hi. • m: oer staff, were Matt
L . 1

1

ifT'i^ih Federation of

.'-•U. ^\ ... ."«.«. i"b organizer ; Joe
Do! b>. f lis rman Organizing Oom-
mi' r+n ?| Ch jttanooga Central La-
*--,. l-r. on

.

Bernard Borah, South-
F:i

'' r > V(.,-\ >- District 50, UMWA.
. if:- were elected:

... Tj..\: Universitj',

A' r:v > r i v^L-rotion of Teaehere,

\ t ' : l- *nd P. C. Pieper, re-
.jij uiiL-wLoj , New Orlsans.

A PICNIC DISCUSSION at Sunset Point,

Not Far From The School

Alumni Notes
Cecil Pegues represented the

Mine Mill & Smelter Workers in
the Rockwood labor board elec-

tion at the Tennessee Products
Corporation, The IUMM&SWA
won 323 to 1, Matt Lynch, Trt-
State AFHW director and Alumni
Chairman, was kidnapped in Rock-
wood fn 1036.

Billye Bailey is educational di-

rector for the ILGWU in Atlanta.

Emil WUlimete is on the Ten-;
nessee CIO staff under Paul
Christopher. He is editor of the
monthly Tennessee CIO News.

Bernie Schmidt, SWOC, Cov-
ington, Kentucky, originated the
FRIENDS OF HIGHLANDER
idea: cards to be sold by the
alumni at a dollar as a means of
raising scholarship funds for 1942.

Charles Handy is active to the
Washington Committee of High-
lander. He is completing his law
studies. Handy is research di-

rector for the Amalgamated Meat
Cutters and Butcher Workmen, A.

F. of L.

J. D. Bradford was" elected In-
ternational Vice-President of the
Lime, Gypsum and Cement Work-
ers, A. P. Of L.

Martin Knowlton received the

Croix de Guerre for bravery under
fire, as an ambulance driver in
8yria and Africa.

Thelma Hunter, Lynchburg, Vir-

gina, represented her Boot and
Shoe Workers local at the state

A. F. of L. convention and Central
Labor Union.

Bob Hall is an official of the

A. F. of L. Building Trades Coun-
cil of Lexington, Kentucky.

Paul Winn is now president of
his Mine, Mill and Smelter Work-
ers local, Lyles, Tennessee.

Theo Vanlandingham was elected

financial secretary of his Ford lo-

cal in Memphis, and Chairman of

*e Industrial Union "Council.

Mr. Anthony Hunt, 81, died Jan-
uary 19. He was the oldest stu-

dent on Highlander's rolls. Mr.

Hunt attended night cl&sses held

for the community people the

school's first winter, 1832-33.

-I

r*



NINTH ANNUAL REPORT- 1941
THE YEAR AT A GLANCE:
252 students took part in the school's 5 resident

terms and 7 week-end conferences.
223 students were served by community and ex*

tension classes in Grundy County, Memphis, and New
Orleans.

Carrying a bigger program than ever before, the
school ended the year with a deficit of expenditure over
income of $1,281.24.

The Resident

Terms
The SPRING TERM, held May

12-24, was attended by fourteen
full time and fourteen part time

•—students frcci-five southern states,

representing eight international

unions. Numerous labor and gOv-
vr:.;::i:r.c ;.:::;;:a:s flaiped witn the
discussions and classes.

• • •

The SUMMER TERM, held Aug-
ust 18 to September 24, was at-
tended by sixteen students from
seven states and one from Colom-
bia, South America. Ten unions
were represented.
fix five week-end conferences

held during this term were at-

tended by 156 people, represent-
irv. si;-: ,V T. of T... ".•nions. three
independent unions, and seven-
teen CIO.
Daily schedule included classes

and disnjFstons led by the High-
lander staff, the students, and
visiting union and government
officials Democratic living and
cooperation were stressed and
practical experience .was alforded
in student-staff committees on
classes, recreation, and house
maintenance.

• • •

The WRITERS WORKSHOP
was held July 28 to August 9 for

twelve student writers from six

southern states, New York, Tlli-

ncii, and the District of Colum-
bia. Classes in fiction, journal-

ism, and playwriting were taught
by Man' Lapsley. novelist and
magazine writer; Charles Fergu-
ton, an a&iociale editor of the

of Missouri State Taachers Col-

lege.

Visiting authorities held special

swsjoi:s on labor journalism, re-

gional fiction, the Federal writers'

prelect, and mountain "tall

stories."

• • •

WORK CAMP: The Interna-
tional Student Service sponsored
the fourth rummer Woik Camp
h>. Highlander. Seventeen college

students spsnt July in hard man-
ual labor and intensive study of

the socio-economic problems of

th3 south. Field trips were made

to industry centers and various

Federal projects. The campers ran

a consumers' co-op and cleared

enough to produce a colored mo-
tion picture of the camp.

The JUNIOR UNION CAMP,
June 9-23, enrolled 13 children of

A. F. of L. families, 7 of C. I. O.

and 3 of unemployed. For the ma-
jority, this was the first experi-

ence with mountain life, the first

real trip away from home. Classes

were held in unlonsim, singing,

dancing, handcrafts, puppetry.

Maintenance of the camp was co

opprarlvely in the hands of the
children and the staff.

The Extension

Program
NEW ORLEANS. Staff member

Mary Lawrance began her pro-

gram in April with an OFFICERS'
TRAINING SCHOOL. 120 officers

of CIO locals attended the first

meeting. Sixteen different groups

were taught during the year. Av-
erage weekly attendance' was close

to a hundred. The program has
increased attendance at union

meetings, payment of dues, and
measurably heightened loyalty to

the cause of labor. One striking

result was a gigantic Labor Day
parade, New Orleans' first in

many years.

MEMPHIS. The Industrial

Union Council, chaired by the

winner of the 1941 Roosevelt stu-

dent scholarship, inaugurated an
educational program for its affil-

iated locals. By mid-November

seven classes were going under the

leadership of Harry Lasker, HFS
staff member. Average attendance

per week ; 60. Services rendered to

3 international unions.

CLINTON. Maria Stenzel con-
dcuted a week's program at Clin-

ton, Term., for member of the

Hosiery Workers local. Demon-
strations were given in group sing-

ing, square dancing, dramatics,

posters, decoration of the local

hall.

AUTO WORKERS' CONFER-
ENCE. Four staff members were

discussion leaders in the 3-day

UAW-CIO Educational Conference

held in Memphis in October.

"PEOPLE OF THE CUMBER-
LAND," the Highlander film, was
shown with the UAW films and
drew a fine response.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
rendered by staff members includ-

ed participation in many impor-
tant political and educational con-

ferences; visits to local unions,

conferences with organizers; re-

search in local labor history.

Many labor representatives made
use of information collected by the

school and used the school as an
impromptu conference center.

Community And
County Program
The NURSERY SCHOOL was

this year under the direction of

Joan Payne, of Sarah Lawrence
college. Seventeen Summerfield
families had children at the school

at some time during the season.

Daily attendance-, eight to fifteen.

Miss Payne also conducted a num-
ber of weekly meetings -for the

older girls of the community. To-

tal number of families served in

the two programs: twenty-two.

The SUMMERFIELD COOPER-
ATIVE met weakly throughout the

year in the homes of its membirc.
Rummage sales were held in Sum-
merfield, Laager

(
and Pelham

Valley; old clothes were contrib-
uted by friends of the co-op and
of Highlander.

HANDCRAFTS. Maria Stenzel
held classes in wood carving, clay

modeling, pottery, drawing, dress-
making, puppstry. The classes

were mestly during the first *ix

months. Average att*ndanc3 for

all classes: fifty per week.

TRAVELING LIBRARY. Every
week the school's tsar carried as-

sorted books—children's to adults*

—to one or more of the six major
communities of the county. Cir-

culation for the year: 1413 books

to seventy-four families.

• • •

SACRED HARP SINGING
CLASS. A community chorus,

singing the traditional "white"
spirituals of the south, met once
a week for sixteen weeks. The fi-

nal session was a day-long sing

with "dinner on the grounds."

SQUARE DANCING was the

recreation of a large group of

Summerfield young folk every Sat-

urday night, January to May, and
periodically from then on.

At the CHRISTMAS PARTY 62

children of all ages took part in

the program worked up by Joan
Payne and her girls' club, and re-

ceived gifts contributed by friends

of the school.

Financial Report'
Cost of this program, including

maintenance of plant and teach-
ers, was $13,948.76. INCOME, con-
tributed by a few funds and foun-
dations, local and international
unions, and may individual con-
tributions was $12,667.52. Deficit:
$1,281.24.

• • •

NOTE: This page Is a condensa-
tion of the 26-page report which
the school prepared for its con-
tributors. A few copies of the full

report remain. They may be had
by addressing a request to the
OFFICE.

1942 Schedule
Special Terms:

DISTRICT 50, UMWA—Mar.
30 to April 12.

UAW-CIO school for south-
ern members ( date not set).

Regular Sessions:

WRITERS WORKSHOP —
June 15-June 27.

WORK CAMP or JUNIOR
UNION CAMP in July.
SUMMER TERM August 3

September 13.

TENTH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION September 12
and 13.
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SYNOPSJS OF FACTS: Baltimore Indices negative as
to reported names in Baltimore

Ji^
scheduled for
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Report of Special Agent
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tfnoxville, Tenn., dated Dec* 30,i9l&

a i%r
-'«
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100-1878

:JhL

Port of Embarkation^Swi Francisco, California. Inasmuch as the

address indicates f^BMl would not be available for interview bgr tha

San Francisco Field Division, a lead to interview§ la not

being set forth in this report*
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100-1878

UNDEVELOPED I£ADS

THE BAXTIMOKE FIELD DIVISION t
..*'".

AT BALTIXRE
T
MARYUND •

Will conduct investigation to
(

ascertain if Mrs* TOANZtAlQKL,
with aliases :«LIZA3EIIWaHeS£
ZILUHSOWES, who resides at"'

the Madison, 8l? to 82$ St.

Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland,

is engaged in any un-American

activities*

- |'*JW'V*W*,« I <S£^
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

CHARACTER OF CASK

INTERNAL SECUHITI - C

^7J>
SYNOraif OF FACTS:

?'-*3

fcesults of investigation by

| HI reflects telephone"numbsr

/ ^^^BTSsTeaTn name of^L ^P Spartanburg, S. C.

* /

WERB^CE:

- BP3
77c

Report of Special Afent^HBP* dated December

30, 1941 at KnoxrUlt* TsnAessee.

DETAILS: AT SPARTANBUR^ ft™ CAROLINA

^ '/>

i-i

r

which telephone number
__que a

fl IT Spartanburg, South Carolina was listed, tfP
H^dvised that after conducting an investigation ^ g
was determined that the above number was_Usted ifi the

name of fl BB ^^^^^^^ -^ ^
is a small «-m Tillage on the outskirts of ipartanbuTg,

South Carolina

•

As no further investigation remains to be conducted by

the Charlotte Field Division the case is being refsrro

upon completion to the Office of Origin.

. BsraosD upon coiPiaricK to]^$ â^{MTA!NED .

HFRFIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . \

\ *
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KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

Date Tihen Lade

File No. 61-12

Period for
"Khich Lade
1-5,6:2-1053-9,10—X3=l|2 „

Title

HIGHLANDER FOLK -&HC-91;

Report llade by

Character of Case

INTERN*! SECURITY - C

SYNOPSIS OF F^CTS;
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/
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REFEiiENCE:

Changes in executive cormittee noted. HORTON
interviewed concerning fornation of 'workers
Alliance in GruncV County and organization of

v^ Young Connunists League in lionteazle, Tennessee.

,-^^HBB^ states CoiiLiunist Party in Chattanooga
endorses Hitfilander Folk School and counts

' Ay4 £> en 2$% of alurani bein g organizers for Communis

t

yC l Party. fl ——W^P
/^DflHHH V Current

•C literature obtained shows efforts to have
school used as defense training center by OCD.
No evidenco that LATT LYNCH, KOY ICXNCOS and
PAUL R. ChuISTOPHSR, lioubors of the Executive {:'

Board of Highlander Folk School,' are rtanbors
of the Connunist Party.

- P -
^X^

rf5^ation contained

her (in is unclassified

Report of Special Agent flHH^HBP dated
12-50-ii.. at Knoxville, Tennessee.

ft
AT lAYTSAGLE, TENNESSEE

F
lIYLEf HOHTOIJ was interviewed at the Highlander

chool unde:

benoo.
^^r HORTON stated that since the Highlander Folk
was a school of labor education that the school had a great many
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contacts with the heads of all types of labor organizations. Consequent-

ly, the members of the local labor unions around Grundy County were en-

couraged by nan to seek his advice in the organization of any type of
union. HORTON stated that in 1936 his advice about organizing the un-

employed and TiPA workers of Grundy County was sought by DOLF VAUGHN,
HORTON stated that he advised VAUGHN that only two unions would be avail-
able for the workers, namely, the Hod Carriers Union affiliated with the

American Federation of Labor, and the Workers Alliance. HORTON stated
that in his opinion the Yfcrkers Alliance would be run autonomously, re-
ceiving very little support from national headquarters, and the activities
in Tennessee could be directed by the Tennessee Council of the CIO froia

Chattanooga, Tennessee, HORTON further advised that at this tine the

Hod Carriers Union in the Chattanooga area was under the direct influence
of TED |.7KLLIiiJJ,^>6tats secretary and organizer for the Communist Party.
HORTON ^further advised that the Workers Alliance in Grundy County
flourished until the latter part of 1939, at which tine HERBERT BENJAlilN

and DAVID LESSER disclosed to the Dies Committee that the \forkers Al-
liance was dominated by the Communist Party, HORTON advised that he
had a great deal of explaining to do, both to the Executive Board of
the Highlander Folk School and to the local members of the 'Yorkers Al-
liance when this fact was disclosed. HORTON stated that he did not know
of the existence of a chapter of the Young Communists League in Llonteaglej

that he had heard through various persons in the neighborhood that C. H.

KILBY, secretary to the iianager of the Consolidated Coal Company at
Tracy City, Tennessee was showing a membership card for the Young Com-
munists League around l!onteagle and Tracy City in an effort to connect
this organization with the Highlander Folk School* HORTON stated, how-
ever, that at no tine had any member of the faculty or Executive Board
of the school either organized or obtained memberships in the Young Com-
munists League, It was HORTON f s belief that if such a league were start-
ed and were in existence, it must' have been the work of TED TJELH1AN, who
visited the community frequently from 1936 until 1939*

HORTON also was asked whether he had any in-
formation as to who had been responsible for the placing of the name
of T7ILLLJ! L^iRLOT«E as a presidential elector for the Communist Party
in 1936. It will be noted in reference report that Y/ILLIAH LARLOWE
stated that he believed he was running on the Socialist ticket and that
it was his recollection that tXLES HORTON had first suggested putting
his name on this ticket as a presidential elector* HORTON, however,

denied any knowledge of the fact that TARLOT/E's name had appeared on
the ticket and could give no explanation concerning this fact.

Throughout the interview Agent expressed his
interest in the work of the Highlander Folk School and LYLES HORTON ex-
plained the program of the school, showing the school plant, giving a
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groat deal of literature which the school had printed, and volunteered
to answer any questions *.gant night care to ask,

HORTON stated that the Executive Board of the

school was to meet on January 12, 191*2, at which tfme the following
chances would probably be made in the board: ROYMtEYNOLDS, Chattanooga,-
anrl GEOrtGEftlTLER, former secretary of the United^Lline Workers, would be

lliE

dropped and possible additions would be GEORGEI'ATffSKf) -of - Vanderbilt
University, HOLLIS vJllEID, legislative chaircfcn of the Firemen and
Enci«eers of the Railroad Brotherhoods of Tennessee, R0BER¥H0DGE and
FRED|PIEPER, CIO director of New Orleans. /

'"'
V

^
The ilarch edition of the "Highlander Fling"

lindicates that the new members who "were elected to the board were LEfiTS

JONES, Fisk University, dj.ierican Federation of Teachers, American Federa-
tion 'of Labor, and F. C.IPIEPER, Regional CIO iJirector, New Orleans.

At this tine HORTON volunteered information
concerning the annual Thanksgiving alumni reunion held at the Highlander
Folk School, L'onteagle, Tennessee, November 27, 191*1, which information
was reported in report of Special Agent flH^HMP entitled "Communist
Activities in the State of Tonnoseee (Highlander Folk School)" dated
Jii-iuLuy 23, 19u2 at Knoxville, Tennessee. At this tine HORTON further
stated that the Highlander Folk School was very much interested in the
\.-\l::ii.r of union officials and members for responsibilities in local
situations involving the prevention of sabotage of plant and mine equip-
ment and defense materials, in production and efficiency methods, air
raid defense, and improvement and maintenance of morale.

1IYLES HORTON also showed the writer a quest
list of the Highlander Folk Sctool, at which tine it was noted that the
names of TED T7ELLTAN and ^OBERl HALL) organizers for the Communist Party
at Chattanooga and Birmingham Respectively , appeared quite frequently. ;

Vhan asked about the purpose of their visits HORTON stated that, although
he knew these men to be Communists, they were well versed in labor pro-
blems and were invited to give lectures at the Highlander Folk School
as long as they made no mention of Communism or tried to influence any
:..jr.Lcrs cf the student body to become i;iembers of the Communist Party.

AT CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE

ROY C. REYNOLDS, president of the Local Press-
men's Union, the Central Labor Union, and many other labor, liberal, and
front organizations, advised that he had been a temporary member of the
Drrjcutive Board of the Highlander Folk School for the year 191*0 and part
of 19lilj that during this time he represented the Highlander Folk School

-3-
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In a debate between the Grundy County Crusaders and faculty members of
the Highlander Folk School, which "was held at Sewanee, Tennessee.
REYNOLDS stated that at this debate nany accusations wore hurled by
the Grundy County Crusaders at the Highlander Folk School charging it

with disrupting the morals of the community and being affiliated with
the Communist Party, but that none of these charges were specific and
that they were all answered and explained by the faculty cambers.
REYNOLDS stated ths/u :ln all his association with the school he could
find no indication o^ either the policy or the program of the school
being dominated trr t.i3 Communists. REYNOLDS stated, however, that ho
believed that the Communists would make every effort to use this school
tc their advantage t RKilJOLDS stated that he had resigned from the Board
of the Highlander Folk School because he was running for the City Council
in Chattanooga and that the Highlander Folk School had received so much
adverse publicity in Chattanooga that any affiliation he night have at
that schooljwould be detrimental in an election campaign.

'4 |L jHWB
l

whose identity* is known to the Bureau , ^; w

/r

AT SETJANEE, TENNESSEE

whose identity is known to the Bureau,

-U-
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AT LONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

I^B stated that a large number of snail de-
nomination noney orders v/ere received by the Highlander Folk School,
JAL3S DOLIBUOV.'SKI , and LYLES 1I0HT0N; that these money orders were prompt-
ly cashed. It is believed that since the Highlander Folk hi m^mmm^
jfSgSBUP reveals that the vast majority of BHIHBHHIHHHH F
the cash obtained from these money orders is used for personal expenses
b^ LTLES HORTON and JAIIES BOMBIOTSKI,

On January 5, 191*2 || was advised that numerous
post office noney orders for various amounts were received by secretaries
of the Connunist Party fron A. LANDY and ELIZABETH GWILEY FLYNN, Communist
Party functionaries, post office box 87, Station D, New York City, the
known address of the Communist Party headquarters, U.S.A.

ifurther advised that in th3 latter part of February, l?ii2

the Highlander Folk School distributed approximately 1,200 copies of the

larch issue of the "Highlander Fling", two copies of which were furnished
to Agent. B^stated that these publications cane fron the DuBoise Pub-
lishing ConpanJ^Printers & Publishers, 1620 Third Avenue, North Birning-
'"n. Alabama. BB also furnished Agent with a mimeographed shee^t sent
to about 1*00 persons entitled "Fron letters to officials and Labor Ad-
visory Committee of Office of Civilian Defense supporting the proposal
that HIGHLANDER BE USED SOUTHERN DEFENSE TRAINING CENTER FOR UNION
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UftSEItS." Since the Knoxville Field Division has only one copy of

this publication, it is being incorporated in this report in full*

"The executive board of the Tennessee State Industrial Union

Council endorsed the proposal of the Highlander Folk School

to the Office of Civilian Defense."
Paul It, Christopher, Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Tennossje Irdustrial Union Council,

"The organized hosiery workers of the South, affiliated with
the Textile Vi'orksrs Union of America and the CIO, earnestly
urge the Office of Civilian Defense to utilize the facilities
of the Highlander Folk School as a defansa training canter for
southern union members.

"

Edward F, Callaghan, 2nd Vice President and Southern

Director, ;j:ierican Federation of Hosiery Workers.

n I have been vary much interested in the proposal that the OCD
make use of the Highlander Folk School as a training center."

Janes B. Carey, Secretary
CIO.

"Permit r:«3 simply to urge that OCD establish a defense training

center for southern labor at the Highlander Folk School, lioni-

erale, Tennessee. I an nuch impressed with the sincerity and
the integrity of the people in charge of the school and with
the fine prograx: which they have worked out for labor's parti-
cipation in the South."

S. H. Lalrymple, President,
United liubber Workers of America.

irT'e would like to endorse this program since it would help mar-
shal labor's support for the work of civilian defense, and would
be of value in enlisting the physical and mental energy of work-
ers in the defense effort."

Lloyd H. Davis and Lillian Yadon (former students), T^tOC

local #2, Louisville, Kentucky.

TTent on record Feb. 6th, 19l& approving Highlander as a southern

center for training "leaders in the labor union movement into
the right sort of cooperative attitude towards the war program.
Mo are writing to ask that you use your power to give this
school an opportunity to do this service."

Lrs. Grace Dinguid, Recording Secretary
Boot and Shoe Workers local union #1;1|1

Lynchburg, Virginia.

-7-



") w

U:\

4

"Organized hosiery workers of High Point, N.C. and vicinity, ,,

approve and endorse the proposal that Highlander Folk School

be used for the purpose of establishing a defense training

center for southern union members and union leaders,"

Francis B. Ertel, Representative,
American Federation of Hosiery T/brkcrs

High Point, IJ.C.

"I think it would be fine if the Highlander Folk School could

be utilized in the way you surest."
rtalph Hetzel, Director Economic Division
CIO,

"Highlander Folk School has applied tc your board for an op-

portunity to aid in the defense program,,. I have attended
this school and wish hereby to express i.y commendation of their
methods; and my confidence that any part you would give High-
lander looking towards enlisting the full cooperation of
organized labor in these times of peril will be faithfully and
ably carried out,"

Iholma Hunter (former Highlander student)
Boot and Shoe Workers, Local #liltl

Lynchburg, Va.

"I tnink that this constitutes a most sound and constructive
plan and that its success should contribute much towards our

nation's defanse efforts."
John L. Lewis, President
United Line Tfcrkors of America.

"Vo take pleasure in endorsing the Highlander Folk School of

Lonteagle, Tennossee, as a defense training center for southern
union members."

Villiam Litch, Southern Director, SV70C, Pres. Dist. 23, \SLM.

Yelverton Cowherd, iiegicnal CIO Director

"I at. referring your lstter to lx. John Brophy.,.a member of
Uii Labor Advisory Committee of the Office of Civilian Defense,
for his attention and consideration."

Philip Lurray, President
CIO

"It has been brought to the attention of the New Orleans In-

dustrial Union Council, composed of some 38 local unions, re-
presenting a membership of some 25,000 that the Highlander Folk

School has made a proposal to offer its facilities as a training

-6-
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center for trade union people in Civilian Defense work... ¥e
feel that it would be to the advantage of the Office of Civilian

Defense to avail itself of this opportunity offered by Highlander."

New Orleans Industrial Union Council
T. A. Russell, Chairman

"A civilian defense center at Highlander would be of great value,

not only for the union members but for the working people in

general."
Telesforo Oviedo, Secretary
Spinach T/orkars Union, Local #87, UCAPAYJA, CIO
Lathis, Texas.

"Tho local union expressed whole-hearted approval of the pro-

gran outlined" and requested "that a defense training center

for southern union members be established at Highlander" by
M.; OCD.

Ilelissa Poarce, Recording Secretary -

Textile Y/crkers Union of America, Local #1*52

Danville, Virginia.

"I have discussed this plan with various representative groups

and it is our opinion that this plan provides an unusual op-
portunity to utilize leaders in the trade union movement to

tho fullest extent, in the important work of Civilian Defense,-"

F. C. Pieper, Regional Director CIO
Now Orleans, La.

"I shall discuss this matter with lir. Tfatt and lir, Brophy at
the first opportunity."

J. R. Steelman, Director
U.S. Conciliation Service.

"I think your suggestion made to l'.r. James Land is for the train-

ing of union members in the prevention of sabotage, improvement

of morale, and methods of increasing production, is a very con-

structive one and i hope it can be carried out,"
Jerry Voorhis, Congressman.

Other publications obtained were a report of
the ~ceting of the Executive Committee of the Highlander Folk School
r~\ January 11, 19i*2 and an announcement of the tenth anniversary to
v., v,o,> at Konteagle on September 12 and 13, 191*2. This announcement
stated that individuals can help by enrolling "friends of Highlander"
and raising money for the alumni fund; for membership cards write
I-IIdi SCHIIIDT, alumni secretary, Alumni Association, 1*29 Russell

-9-
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Street, Covington, Kentucky, or KARIA STENZEL, Highlander Folk School,

The report of the Executive Committee has been
summarized and furnished to the Bureau in letter dated January 28, V}\\2

at Knoxville, Tennessee. Copies of the Llarch issue of the "Highlander
Fling" have already been furnished to the Bureau. However, for the

benefit of the other Field Divisions, the statement of the purpose,
program, and policy of the school is being set forth, as well as the

19U2 schedule of the school:

"Statement of Purpose, Program, and Policy"

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist

in the defense and expansion of political and economic democracy.

Since unions are basic to the achievement of democracy,
the strengthening of unions through education is the school's
primary task.

The program is determined by the needs and policies of
the unions from which the students are sent and with which the
school works. These needs are served through resident classes,
conferences, extension work, and recreational activities.

In tho community in which it is located the school func-
tions as a rural settlement house, providing social, educa-
tional, and recreational services.

The school's influence is scuthwidej its program trains
southern rural and industrial leaders for a democratic society.

The school is cooperatively owned and managed by the teach-
ing staff. It is affiliated with no group or organization. Its
policies are wholly determined by an executive council composed
cf outstanding southern labor leaders, educators and members of
the staff.

Financial support of the school comes from small contribu-
tions by friends and members of the labor movement throughout
the country,"

-10-
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"19142 Schedule

/J

Special Terms:
District $0, UIX/A - liar. 30 to April 12.
Uiiij-CIO school for southern members (date not set),

Regular Sessions

|

Vriters I'j-rkshop - Juno 15 - June 2?.
Vcrk Car.p or Junior Union Camp in July.
Sumer TeT;.^ August 3 - September 13,
Tenth /anniversary Celebration - Septenber 12 and 13"

It was also not3*1 that in th3 alurini notes is a statenant "Bob Hall
is an official of ^he A. P. of L. Building iVades Council of Lexington,
Kentucky." It is believed that the BOb ILJLh mentioned is possibly
identical v»ith HOBiSTtT HALL, secretary of the Communist Party at Bir-
mingham, Alabama

It tjIII be noted from Knoxville letter dated

IP was usinc theDecember 30, 19lil that the Bureau was advised thatd
name of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in speeches as working with
him as corroborating the evidence obtained by the Grundy County Crusaders
that the Highlander Folk School was Communistic and that in view ofH |p it was felt that any further associa-

tion r/i^h^^^pwouTd be embarrassing and that, therefore, no further

-11-
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contact would be made with hin in the investication of the Highlander
Folk School.

«a AV>
V

1 I)' Hf cation conducted by Sp
It i ^Q' /C^ eagle concerning the z

H&.

^'tJTj'

r,

?\JMJ>

In view of the fact jf the extensive investi-
cial A^ent 41 W in the vi cinity of Hont-

eagle concerning the thirty-two affidavits obtained lyf ^ and
in view of the fact that it is impossible to conduct an investigation
in llonteaglc and Tracy City, Tennessee vlthout the knowledpe of this
investication being brought to the attention if bo th MBBiHBt and^^1 the ur.developed leads set out :x* reference report for the
Knoxville Field Division at nonteagle a.v' Tracy City are not being
covered at this time.

It was noted in the annual report of the High-
lander Folk School for the year of 19hl that Kiss L0UIS2 CONKLING had
married after a year's service at the Highlander Folk School and had
left the school in October, 19H; that she married DUIWARD L'cDANlEL,
a student cf the Writers Workshop and summer tern, 19hl, and a law stu-
dent of the University of Oklahoma; that Lr. Jic-DANIEL has been named as
secretary at Highlander and will assume his duties in February, l°li2.

station T7DAD, at Chattanooga, Tennessee^ advised that the records of
that station contain no information concerning the thirty-minute radio
broadcast to England made by the Highlander Folk School in the winter
of l°iil, but that she remembers this broadcast as being a thirty-minute
sustaining program broadcast under the direction of the Columbia BroaoV
casting System through Columbia station T7BT at Charlotte, North Carolina;
thrt she remembers this broadcast as consisting of folk son^s and talks

-12-
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by mountaineers in the vicinity of Konteaele, Tennessee.
stated that she is certain that the broadcast contained no speeches of
an un-American or subversive nature; that^J ^BKB& Colum-
bia Broadcasting System at 1*85 Lladison Avenue, New York City, could
furnish fuller information about the sponsors of this prolan,

PAUL IIJ CJIPJSTOFHIIlC executive secretary of

the Tennessee Induotrial Union Gpuncil and member of the Executive
Committee of the 'iirhl^nder FclR School, has never been reported by
any of the confidential informants of the Knoxville Field Division to

be affiliated with cr a irember of the Communist Party, The files of

4HHHHP concerning hi a investication of the Highlander Folk School
have been photographed. As information contained therein will be re-
tained as an exhibit in this case, it is believed unnecessary to set
out this information in a report. As t/**& report is not boinc fur-
nished to all Field Offices, the uncovered u^aoveloped leads set out
in reference report are not beinc restairC'?,

- PENDING -

- i
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS ;

THE BIRHINGHA1.; FIEID DIVISION:

At Birmingham, Alabama, will at the DuBoiflO -

Publishing Company, printers & Publishers. lo23 North 3rd Avenue,
obtain all available publications print9fl for the Highlander Folk
School nakinc a particular effort to obtain back issues of the pub-
lication, known as the "Highlander FUr.:', Any copies obtained should
be forwarded to the Knoxville Field Division, where the infomation
nay be noted, before bejnc sent to the Bureau.

THE LOUISVILLE FIELD DIVISION:

At Lexington , nint^c'i'^ will ascertain whether
BOB HALL, Mentioned in the U?.rch issue *oT

J
3Le

'

-Highlander Flinn" as an
official of the A. F. of L. Buildinc Trades Council at Lexincton, is
identical with ROBERT HALL, secretary of the Communist Party at Birming-
ham,

£fc!
THE KNOXVILLE FIELD DIVISION:

At Lontea^Ie, Tennessee , -will recontact^H^
concerning future activities of the Highlander Folk School and obtain
any further publications of the Hichlander Folk School which he may
have in his possession.

At Sewanee, Tennessee , will recontact
concerning future activities of the Highlander Folk School.

At Chattaneona, Tennessee , will recontact
concerning any future activities of the "Highlander Folk School.

4ip
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INTERNAL SECURITY • C- ? -< V.7--
:

SY N OPS IS OF FACTS:

;j .--.-_^ of
thatBhad also attended

and that some activities of the school had probably been miscon-
strued as Communistic and that possibly some of its leaders may
have gone too far. Also advised that RICHARq^OTHE,1

former Genmvn
Youth leader/ came to the United States after Hitler closed his
cooperative camps in Germany and now working at Highlander -Fi

""

School,

^ r
}J>

REFERENCE:

R. U. C,
y 4z- -
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Report of Special AgentMM Knoxville/iTepn,., 4/1/43* r
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Reference is fede to the lead set out in the report «f SpecUX ajent

dated April 1, 1942, Knaxville, Teruu, setting out a lead to attempt
?
to :

secure literature printed for the Highlander Folk School, especially bacjc copies >C;
of the Highlander Fling* >-

t

^' -- - - "A "'--^ .•*_>** v^^>«a*ti **$»...

who
__

has been contacted in this Batter previously, was ref

'

interviewed on April 17, 1942* at which tias he again advised that he had «6
;flM^#

copies of the Highlander Fling or other Highland Folk School literature available
'

A
*

at his printing establishment* AbbbbbbbY added that he still prints the Highlander" -;„

Fling, which is a small four page paper similar to various high school papers

which he prints for schools in Birmingham, A^Jbhbbbbbv stated, Ijowever, that the.,

Highlander Fling is not published regularljv * / *.;>.\ , ,

''-.'.'
.;

:

,V." . ^>.
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v *«—
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THE KN0XVII1S FIELD DIVISION at ltonteagle, Teon«, will »eaire all ^
available information regardingWHi foraer Youth leader in Gemmr, ;"

; r

presently reported working at the Highlander Folk School. -3*.
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mnooptM
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2-12 k if-H-^2

oHIGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL

CHAAACtmOrCMK . A

INTERNAL SSCOEETT

: n SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

\
\ -

REFERENCES'

i
*

i

L !

Confidential Informants consider

radical and an associate of Communists, but

have no definite proof that fl^^P is a

Coranunist^that^^^^is a radical labor-

S CfassHted

-ETC- ^
tine

+
Report of Special Agentg/^^B^^B at

Norfolk, Virginia, dated February 28, 19A2.

AT NORFOLK. VIRGINIA ;
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Weberml Bureau at Inurttfgatfmt

Ignited States department at Itsstfr?

914 Johnston Building
Charlotte, North Carolina
May 26, 1942

,

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Y/ashington, D, C.

o
Dear Sir: Re: HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

It is noted that this case was referred upon completion

to the office of origin by the report of Special Agent fHfe^MHP dated at Charlotte, North Carolina, March 25, 1942.

It appears that an undeveloped 'lead at Chapel Hill, North

Carolina, at that time had not been covered and consequently

this case is being reopened for investigative attention.

&•?&

Al^ ^ftcl

00-705 .

cc Knoxville

Very truly yours,

HXJARD SCHELDT tf~
Special Agent in Charge

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^MfcBYjSESe

11 • '%7/z
\W 5^'Al

-r—t- -• "'«

'it

6J.,Jjr.U-JA*
LOtHAlE .... .... \JXV\

1 MAY 2.""; 1942

US teLhtA 1 C a£!2CE
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EX -*
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This case originated at JCHQXtTLLE, TQTCBSSKB nuE NO.

RtPOffTMAOEAT

8AVAHKAH, GEORGIA

BATE WHIN MADE

5-50-42

PMMtODPOH
WHICH MASK

4-22,10-42

HIGHLANDER POUt 8CH00L

100-596 MLB

IHTBEHAL SBCTJRITT ^

SYNOPSISOF FACTS

\w Folk :
>*&!•> ^ean, reported to bo

traveling

...- Birmingham, Alabama _ „
in previou* information ftirniBhed the

~
;v < s-

Savannah Field triTieiea. ALFiNFOR
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"

'
^

BSD pon.KHI^
REFERENCE

i

DBIAIUIt

H-port or B^ciaX«iJS^^BY^A«£Wb gi opwOiSJ. AgentMHi p< . ***

Xnoxville, Tennessee, datod 6-1-41 $/C^ c*S

AT COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLTIA

who resides at
contacted under pretext and advi s ed

Columbia, South Carolina was
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T^i^ontoiNATTOAT KNCQCVILLE, TENNESSEE FILE NO. 100-705

RVOKTMADKAT

CHARLOTTE, H, C>

BATE WHSN MASK

6-12-fr2

ncmooron
WHICH MASC _,# . . ,

2-21,2$,

HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL
»- >•»

. H/

INTERHAL SECUHIir* C-X&K. '•'?%"?

SYNOPSIS OP FACTS: attended Univ* of^J. C.

Former* member of American Student* 8 Ifedon.

Described by associates as sympathetic with under-
privileged, liberally inclined, intellectually
honest, but not associated sith Communist party,
nor in favor of its policies* 4^HWfron promi-
nent, wealthy family, and is reported to be in

REFERENCE t Report of Special Agent
December 30, 1°U..

T-rr-iTTC;

he had been

*£%r/v

AT CUAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLIHA

associated

iWfo,6Tfio1!
HEREIN IS.UNCUS

"Hfc

further

i«mv«<^"'' •';

corn* or »u»i«roiiT

fc
V S-Jtooxville jri> AM 25 1961

p6 MOT WMTTK 1M TH*S* «*C*3
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KHOXVUXE, TEHKESSEI DETROIT FU-K NO. 100-3573

.. A . . "*

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

character or cam:

CTTEBRAL SECURITT - i *
: *

'*'

SY N OPSIS OF FACTS

REFERENCE*

Highlander Folk School
1941* She furnished Information relative
to her employment and the Highlander Folk
**•*• ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

f™ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Report of Special Agent J | at/ ' <£Hl<S&$^
Knoxwille, Tennessee dated December 30, 1941*

5M(_£> Bureau
3 - KnoxviUe v%Jj"

^

2. Detroit^[f^
?iifiJUN19

4
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(Detroit file 100-2573)

ilng the following information.

interriewed at \
„ ** Bhe advised \

go to Honteagle, Tennessee,
ander yolk School. Bne continued,

.chodwi^b£\s£™rr^ sftSM?* ^Vr-* **•'

. Lo , w believed the eehool was wonderful axri liwt <+tMrywywjd. SSpSTTnE? opinion that the .chool -a. T^r^K^L.to«aOBH0the teaehere at the «chool were Tery well educated hut th-
6C

?
Irn

f

zzj
h
L
emd™ ? °?oa aanber8 tr°* «» ^toTi:rinin:

a
.^iho

h
:.^

ud8Bt6

taught courses on how to train factory workers in unionism, the coureee t£*htbeing Labor Study, Labor Bcononics, and Onion Organising. The eehool i.
ly?-?£ la,*elf ** contributions Iron ioiiriduals rather than by contributionstrom labor organisations, one of the contributors being FRANKLIN D. BO0OT7BLTwho each year contributed ft.00.00.

^^ *
Bt"atws«:

- . . . , -—-— * feels that she was not well adapted to the typeof work which she had to do at the school although she felt that she had re-^ceired considerable experience from the position. According to^^Hu
group of Grundy County crusaders hare attempted to brand the schooHs^^ •

Co^urdstic the President of this group being the President of the bank at —Tracy City Tennessee, ft, coiored students are allowed in the school as the , .

community will not permit them to attend. . r 4 >
According to, the school was originally foundedby a WfJoHNSON, a former school teacher whose home was in Tenn^ssle. <stated Mpa. JOHNSON founded the school for the purpose of promoting conditions

favorable to farm people; that for most of the year the school directs its
activities towards assisting the community folk} and that in addition to this the
school has two sessions of about one month each, one in the spring and one in
the fall. At these sessions there are approximately 30 students who are taught

- 2 -
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(Detroit file 100-2573)

It

Unionism along the lines previously mentioned, there being both male sad feaale

students. The male students stay in one cabin and the female students stay

in another cabin. The school ordinarily refuses northern students as it was

organised for the purpose of assisting the people in the south. ..y^;;?
t

The social life of the school, according to4BHHHBBI
consists largely of Saturday night square dances which are attended by ******

of the student body and persons in the connunity. MsiM advises that mne

is not union-minded herself but that the school is progressive in the labor

movement but certainly not Communistic* She advised that the records of the

school are open for inspection to anyone at any time. This ^™* ™~T
ducted under a pretext so that WkWkWkWm would not be advised of the purpose

of its investigation* . ^
\

: * .'- '.* .**•*-'..."

-REFERRED UPOH COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIH V

' -"
-

.' -•«" -i
*'. 'V

r.

y t''v
:

'•'V •:''
= ?V

.
' -' u -•
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Worm No. 1 ^^^
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNQTVUUS, . TENNESSH5 BE pilxno. 100-2498 pgrb

MVORTMADKAT

1E8T HaVEN, CG»flECTIC0T

DATCWHCN MADS

6/30/42

PERIOD PO*
WHICH MADE

5AVk
tnu

HIGHLANDER FOLJ SCKXX

CHMAOWO'CMi

HHKRMLL SECURITY (C)

SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Banbury, Ct., listed to

gsferences

Hew Fair;

Eaport of Special Agent
cember 30, 1941 • i

- BDC -

dated Khcocville, Tennessee, De-

Details t

~£7i>

This case is being considered referred upon completion to the office

of origin*

UPON COIHZTION TO OFFICE CE GRIOIH

•CBCUU. AMWT
w CmamM

^S»v. CS OF TWI« REPORTS APR 2g/J*&
/ft* £J) Bureau

^3 Khoxrille

t< v 1 New York (info)

7]

do mot wurri in ThiESCSM

(oI^UALLl a^
^'UNFORMATIO

REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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cm.a.KA-TO AT KNQXVUXE, TENNESSEE FHJENO. 100-3318

V

nKTOtrr mac* at

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIQAK.

DAT! WHO) MADC

7/9/42.

"nTGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL t>

NRIODrM
WHICH MASK

6/11,20,25/42

mroirr MAM »Y

chahacto or CMK

INTERNAL SECURITY - R •#. "

.. A'- ».
C -*

V

synopsis op pacts: Subj ect A Wf resided at

fllBP Michigan September, 1940 to February,

1941* She was employed as 4BVH1HMHHHMP />•
'"

^H^m^V Persons Interviewed advised yW(L^
that Subject is a loyal American citizen. >£/

/^^
No Communist tendencies* Hembership in -,

Highlander Folk School unknown. Subject
presently residing at

^£}- Bureau

1 2 - Grand Rapids Mfc— *—

»

—

6

flfflB8 DEgTROTdb

2--' 1'1 ] 5 -'9« i bjuim»
T

c. • «nuinnlUnM <

_5.3 APR 25 >9M
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Thl z Case Originated At; KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE
Repcrj Made At

KKC.^ILLE, TENNESSEE

: hi::^nNDER FOLK SCHOOL

Synopsis of Facts;

Character of flbat -.-• - t

INTERNAL SECHRITT - C .*

ntHighlander Folk School at Monteagle, Teqfc.

continues to operate under the direction of
LTLE^AhoR^W, has sponsored concert in Washington
by PAUL/ROBESON. Highlander Folk School meabers
were active in the Southern Conference for Human
Welfare, Tenn. State Convention of the CIO,
The program of the school at the present time
is stated to be strongly in favor of the war
effort. Next regular course to be held August 3
to September 13.

^ - P -

REFERENCE:
-f

-p'

V*

Report of Special Agent
Knoxville, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent
5-li-U2 at Birmingham, Alabama.

Approved and JV^-^v Special Agent
in Charge

.*£ V

*v. \ Ail Copies of this report
\ \\{n /~-

u'H
^'" Bureau /~

fffl I - Louisville (Information) ,-

.„,; m I -S^Inromation)

^Cic} ;

4 J!JL 1

1

ml
wy\ ttjjjj 1 - Richmond

1 - Atlanta
1 - Birmingham
1 - Savannah

I
1 - New 0&k&m» ^

,t 2 - Knoxvifi^ ^Sy^
<Jt f* «» AM Or-

55 AUG '51942

Chilli ^MA

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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DETAILS: This report reflects information received from
publications received from the Highlander Folk
School} and information obtained from 12XES HORTON,

Director of the School. The following topics will be covered: Activities
of the Washington Committee of the Highlander Folk School; Highlander Folk
School and the Southern Conference for Human Welfare; Highlander Folk School
participation in the Tennessee State CIO Convention; Report of the New
Origins Extension Program made by MAHYVawRANCE, Extension Director for the
Highlander Folk School; New staff members of the Highlander Folk School;
Jfombers of the School's Executive Council; Past and contemplated school
activities. There is also included a brief statement concerning RICHARD
GOTHS, former member of the Highlander Folk School staff who has been re-
ported as a possible German sympathizer.

ACTIVITIES OF THE WASHINGTON COHLTTTEE OF THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL : ,

\
The following information was obtained from a pub-

lication put out by the Highlander Folk School 'quoting newspaper articles
appearing in the Washington Times Herald, the Washington News, and the
Washington Star under date of May 11, !9hZi \

'"The first big event in the celebration of Highlander's
Tenth Anniversary was a concert by PAUL ROBESON given at Riverside Stadium
on Kay 10, l°lj2 sponsored by Highlander's Washington Committee for benefit
of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, The concert had an
underlying note of patriotism and contained such songs as "The Bill of /
Rights," a song of the Soviet Red Army and another from workers in a German
concentration camp. ROBESON sang in Russian, German, and Hebrew, as well -

as English. Washington sponsors for the.JlOBESON concert included:

v
lirs^ FRANKLIN D.^EOOSEVELT, l!rs. AGNE& H'ASTONS, Justice and Krs. STANLEY F,
XtEED, Mrs. tfUGO LA3LACK, Urs. HL'^CIsWdDLE, Senator -ABE tajRDCteK

>
Mr. and

-^^-£BWA^\pATB*Gi^^ liujaid lirsV GIFF(Hft\PINCHOT, Mr.
CLaRSNCE\PICKETT, l£r. FRED S\ WALKER, Dr. FRANK PAteJMfTffV "arid Mrs. iS
GERARD DAREHXI, Hr. .iluimO&VERICK, ttr* WALTER BRUCE WQWE, Hon. THOIIAS H. J*
ELIOT, ilr. and Mrs. J. R.\FIimUL,_l!rs. ttyRY KclE^mgiUNE,' • Urs . GANSON £'
PURCHLL, Mrs. CURK\FOREU,JJ,"i!rs. CHARLES EDvSrD «HETT5^fcr. and Mrs, CLIFFORD \
J./DURR, .^r^^nd^l5rx^J)uS®R\TfniiIi^S, Hon. J. 'fcYRREN'UlADDEN, %r. TELFORD

\

'JAJLOR, j^eut .
"•J/iRRf\BINGHA^

.Irs. DBCCA\poiaSLY, Ifr; andM
' flr. DAV.

Urs.
£. ^XILraTHAL^ MLss HILDA ^HITH,

>TftAIGHT.% y
HYLES HORTON, of the Highlander 'Folk School, advised

that iLtLCOLM ROSS, former menber of the Highlander Folk School, who is now
a Publicity Director for the National Labor Relations Board, and CHt&LXE
HnJIOT, who is engaged in the Research Department of the Butchers' Union, _
MCHAEL\STRaIGHT, who is in the Washington Bureau of the New Republic, and

- 2 -
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Rev. lfULLIGiJJ, an Episcopalian minister residing at Alexandria, Virginia,
were the most active members of the Washington Committee of the Highlander
Folk School and should be given the most credit for the success of the concert.

miZS HORTON further advised that, since this is Highlanders tenth anniversary,

an effort is being made by the school to obtain national sponsors, and In
this - co2inection letters have been -written to many prominent political figures
in Washington and throughout the country; that so far TtliJX. GRAHAM, Mrs.
FRA1IXLIK D. ROOSEVELT, and JAEES CiiREY have given oral consent to have their
names used as sponsors for the school; that written consent has bfcen obtained
from ROGER RiLDftTN, President ANDERSON of Antioch College, GEORGE pATHEE
of Vandorbilt University, Dr. LILLIAN! JOHNSON and CARRaAlicTOLLIAUB. 1CTLES

HORTON expected to have an imposing list of celebrities *Bp sponsor Vthe school
in the near future.

HORTON further advised that many of the sponsors of
l la school were not personally familiar with the school ,or members of the
faculty, but gave their support to the school because they believed in the
program as outlined by publications issued by the school.

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL AND THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN TTELFAREr

The Highlander Fling published by the Highlander Folk
School at Honteagle, Tennessee for June, X9h2 contains an article which
states that at the third Conference f©r Human Welfare held in Nashville,
itjiiiicssee on April 19-21, 1912, JA1JES pOLBROWSKI served as executive secretary
and has been given a leave of absence ^nd will continue with the conference
throughout the year. The article further states that all of the school staff
took part in the conference as panel leaders, office workers or delegates;
that a large number of former students who were present at the conference as
delegates met with the staff for dinner. Following the conference, some
forty friends visited Highlander Folk School, among whom were RALPH
"EFFERTELLER, CI/JlMpOREMAN of Washington, ETHEL CLYDE and EDITtfyFIELD of
Mew York, and several carloads of Black Mountain \nd University of Oklahoma
students. Hie present address of JALE5 DOMBROWSKI as obtained from WKKB
SHRP Postmaster at Konteagle, Tennessee, is Room 202, Presbyterian Building,
Nashville, Tennessee. It is believed that this is' the present headquarters
for the Southern Conference for Hunan Welfare.

IflGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL PARTICIPATION IN THE TENNESSEE STATE CIO CONVENTION;

The following publication indicates that the
'h'^ :..:.dor Folk School was active at the Tennessee State CIO Convention held
in llemphis, Tennessee June 12, 13, 19^2:

- 3 -
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"STATE CIO CONVENTION URG2S ALL TENNESSEE UNIONS SEND STUDENTS TO HIGHLANDER

HIGHLANDER STUDENTS ARE CONVENTION I£ADERS

School's Help Requested in Publicity Work and Education in the Field

The labor movement can derive groat advantage tram a

school of its own. This was amply shown at the Tennessee State CIO Convention
by the participation of Highlander students and by demands upon the school

for help* Locals were urged to make full use of the school.

Theo Van^Landingham, UAW #903 (3umner *hX) presided
over the opening session of the convention in his capacity as President of
V:.--; ;--!_:-plds Industrial Union Council and had the rare privilege of intro-
ducing the Llayor of Memphis, a city -which has long resisted the coming of
the CIO. liati\ Lynch, ATO/ Director of the Tri-Stato Area, (summer '35 and
President of tne HFS Alumni Association) responded to the mayor's address.
Matt and Van were also on the arrangements committee. Saill Willimetz, CIO
Representative and Chairman of the Knoxvillo IUC (Fall , kO)land Ed^JJlair,

ACCTA organizer (Fall «U0) were Chairmen of committees. Ed and Matt\ were
elected Vice Presidents of the State Council for the coming year.

Jj
.Members of the school's Executive Council were very

much in evidence - Fred YPieper, Regional Director from Louisiana, representing
/v!lan\HeyvTood, Alton! Lawrence, Hollisuteid, Miss LucyVMason, Ed\Callagham,
Matt Ejynch, and Paul^Christopher who was elected the n\w President of the
State Council. The program of the school was discussed with James Carey,
Secretary, CIO.

The following excerpt from the report of the Education
Committee illustrates the growing realization of the use which the labor
movement in Tennessee -can make of the resident workers school right in the

J^TI heart of the state:

'"In addition to giving organized labor its rightful
places in public education, unions should promote their own educational programs,

£ Z Such educational programs are becoming increasingly important to hold our
- * gains r-nd to organize during a war situation. The labor movement in Tennessee

- ?h?v!d make full use of the resident workers school in Tennessee, the High-
i"**~r ^rV: School, and Southern School for Workers, sending members to attend
the two and six weeks terms for intensive training, using the schools for
institutes and conferences, and calling on the staff for extension programs
in various cities." 1

The report of the publicity committee also called on
locals to use Highlander's help in getting out circulars and pamphlets, and
labor plays.
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Highlander is reacfy to assume its increasing res-

ponsibilities and urges every local in Tennessee to follow out the policy
laid by the convention, and send students to our summer term, August 3 -

j\ September 12, which has been especially planned to meet the new problems

caused by the war."

RFPORT OF THE NEV7 ORLEANS EXTENSION PROGRAM:

The following report was received from a confidential
source;

"THE NEW ORLEANS EXTENSION PROGRAli

Idary Lawrance, Extension Director
for Highlander Folk School

(For the information of Highlander's contributors and friends, we have asked

Mary Lawrance to prepare the following brief report of the educational pro-
gram conducted by her for the past year in New Orleans, working in conjunction
with the New Orleans Industrial Union Council.)

The objective of the educational program in New
Orleans was to take over the newly organised locals and help the organizers
in servicing and educating the membership. The most successful results were
had with the Reserve Sugar Local, because this approach was used. Several
months intervened between the time of organization, and negotiation of a con-
tract, which provided time to train officers and stewards to run their or,n

union, and the rank and file to speak in meetings and follow the rules of
meetings, and enabled the local to discuss and write its own contract. This
local knew what it was fighting for; it is ready to swing behind its new con-

i tract and make it work.
v - *

'' *

^j. i The educational program was divided into four logical
nj|- | periods—although not intentionally. The first three months were spent main-
f-lr i ly in the training of officers and committeemen to do their jobs properly
\jgP-% £*id to build their organization. The second period was devoted mainly to
I - T the stewards—training them to take up grievances and to build the union in

ftfT-X their department. During the third session, emphasis was put on picking the
unions in the greatest need of help, and running a program individually for
each of them, with the assistance of the officers and stewards who had at-

"* + <^ded the earlier classes. The final session was an effort to train as

many as possible of the rank and file in the fundamentals of unionism at
general meetings, departmental meetings, stewards' meetings, executive beard
meetings, and so forth. It was felt important to activate more and mere
people as leadership was rapidly being drained off* Special emphasis was

-5-
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i given the work of the steward, whose job has increased because of added

2j #
responsibilities brought on by the war. £

The work at New Orleans proved to ne that an edu**V..";

eational program with southern locals nust bo simple and practical. In other
words, Union Problems and not Labor History; pamphlets and charts, not books
and speeches. Because I could find no book on union problems simple and
practical enough for my purpose, I wrote one, with advice from the CIO
Regional Director entitled, "How to Build Your Union", which we at first
nine ographed and later printed.

TYhat was accomplished by the educational program?
Presidents learned to conduct meetings speedily and interestingly according
to the rules of parliamentary law; nore members were taking the floor in
meetings and expressing themselves intelligently; more members had an idea
of what their contracts covered; stewards and committeemen learned how to
streamline this business of taking up grievances' and getting results; stewards
came to realize the importance of their job of building the union in their
department; an educational column (to be continued by Highlander Folk School)
appeared in the new labor paper, NEV7 ORLEANS NEWS DIGEST; some few of the
better members began to vision the importance and possibilities of the
labor movement beyond their own local union.

Much of the success of the program was the result of
the working relationship with Highlander Folk School. I returned to the
school for each term bringing four or five of the likeliest candidates for
leadership up for intensive training. Two of these students who attended
Highlander's summer term are now back in New Orleans working as organizers.
During the summer term, the CIO Regional Director from New Orleans and
several of the organizers helped lead a week-end conference on Negotiating

. and other union problems at the school."

NET/ STAFF MEMBERS OF THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL;

On March 11, 19U2 a letter was received from the
Highlander Folk School showing the following persons as members of the staff
as of that date: VOLLIiJJSBUTTRICK, JAKES EA D0J3R0YJSKI, MYLES HORTON, .

ZILPHIA HiE^HORTON, MARY IA^RANCE, DUHWAHD K\\McDANIEL, LOUISE UfcDANIEL,
MixRIA^TENZEL, LEON\LTLSON. The Highlander Fling of June, 19i|2 indicates
that the following changes have been made? UILLLUi BUTTRICK and JAMES
DOUBRO'ASKI should be deleted from the staff, BUTTRICK having died at
V-.*J«i-bilt Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee on April 15, and JAMES DOMBROS75KI
having been given a leave of absenoe for the coming year. The following
additions should be made: CAROLINEVlNKSLSTEIN, graduate of Smith Xollege,
19U1, joined the staff as office secretary in April, 19l2. DOROTHY ^SIS,
Antioch College student, is working at the Highlander Folk School as office
secretary as a part of her college training.

- 6 -
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MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL'S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL;

The present members of the school 1 8 executive

council are: B. SACALLAGHAN, Southern Director of American Federation of

Hosiery Workers; BERNARD BORAH, Southern Director of District $0, Wllk$

PiOJL CHRISTOPHER, President of the Tennessee State Industrial Union Council;

F. C. PIEPER, Louisiana CIO Regional Director; JOEtoOBES Chattanooga

Central Labor Union; MATT LYNCH, Tri-State Director* A1HJ; aLTON LAWRENCE,

Regional Director, Mine, Mill and Smelters Workers; LUCY MoSON, Public

Relations representative of the CIO; HOLLIS RE3D, Legislative representative

of the Railroad Brotherhood; 'i^OSJUONES, Fiak University; GEORGE 1MHEW,
Vanderbilt University. It will be noted thatvjr.-Cv PIF?ER, HOLLIS REH>,
LElilS JONES, and GEORGE MAYHEM are new members, while the former members,

ALBERT BARNETT, Professor of Old Testament Literature, .Searritt College,
GEORG£\TITLER, Secretary cf District 19, Uh7£A, and ROT REYNOLDS, President
of the uhattanooga Printing Pressmen^ and Assistants 1 Union, have been
dropped from ,the council. • .•. : '

' •

PAST AND CONTEMPLATE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES: .

The Highlander Folk School has carried on comparatively-
few activities during the spring and early summer of 19^2. A -Junior Camp was
held at the school from June 1 to June 7j 19^2- which was attended by workers'
children, age eight to fifteen, cost to the camper three dollars. The camp
was under the supervision of MARGARET \BRYaN and Z3XPHIA HORTON, who were
assisted by MARIA STENZEL, LEON V/TLSONjy CAROL FINKELSTEIN, and BILn ELKUSS.
The program included indoor and outdoor recreation, hiking, folk dancing,
singing, dramatics, art and crafts. The camp was designed to encourage the
physical, personal and group development of workers 1 children and to help
make unionism a more effective part of family and community life. The
majority of the campers were from Grundy County, Tennessee. Representation
was about equally divided between AF of L, CIO, and farm families.

The Writer* s Workshop was held at the school from
June IS to June 27, 19U2. At the present time, no information is available
»'""?™ing the activity carried on at this period. Previous "Writer Workshops
have been under the direction of LEON WILSON, at which time various writers,
editors, college professors have instructed a small number of students from
Southern states in the technique of -writing fiction and discussing the South
as source material for contemporary articles. Future activities as outlined
in the schedule published in the Highlander Fling indicate that a second
Junior Union Camp will be held at the school from July 5 to July 12; that
a Bummar term for workers will be held frcn August 3 to September 13; that
a special two-weeks term will be given from September 1 to September 13, and
that the tenth anniversary celebration and student reunion will be held at
the school on September 12 and September 13 . The Highlander Fling states
that the courses are planned to help the students carry out the daily job
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of running their organizations and to meet the new problems caused ty the tar.

Special courses in labor problems in war time, new labor legislation and
techniques of setting up educational programs have been added to the usual
courses in public speaking, parliamentary law, union publicity, labor Jiistory,

economics j current events, dramatics and singing. The Highlander Fling fur-
ther" states that the course should stress labor's part in winning the war
as the theme for special emphasis. This should be taught under the various
hsacdn^s and sub-headings:

111, Increasing Production
WPB - Wartime Planning
CIO Industry Plan
Conversion Plans
Labcr-lTanagcnent Committee
AFL-CIO Victory Connittee
Labor Supply

2. Labor's Sacrifices
The Right to Strike
Doubletime
tlkW "Equality of Sacrifice"
Function of ;*LB

*3

4

3. Labor's Economic Problems
OPA- Inflation
Consumer Programs
Taxation
Priority Unemployment
Housing

U. Kew Union Problems
Organizing in War Time
Training New Leadership
Fighting Anti-Union Propaganda
Training Skilled Workers

f>* Winning the War
Being Informed
Building the Peace
No Discrimination
Civilian Defence

6. Planning for Action at Home
Educational Programs
Plant Committees
Publicity Program"

- 8 -
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> HYLES HORTON, in a general conversation with the '%

reportinc Agent, stated that tho Highlander Folk School has obtained many
of its ideas and progressive programs from HARKt STARR, Educational Director

of tho International Labor Garncnt Workers Unioi\, from GEORGE \COUNJS, Nationalj

President of the American Federation of Teachers, and from JOIfljBKiEI.

although it is noted in previous reports that a great Tlnal of the funds
furnished to the Highlander Folk School cone from Anal t/L"iated Bank of New
York, which is controlled by the ILGP.'iU, MILES HORTON dovied that 'there was
aa:y .strong connection between the Highlander Folk School and the UGHU, and
stated that, although the ILG^U backed the school as did many other affiliates
of tho CIO and AF of L, the school was not controlled >y any one group.
HORTON further stated that at the prosent tine the policy of the school and
fcr labor organization activity in general was to get uaxinun production to
aid the war effort. He further stated that in connection with this program,

the school was advocating that all labor unions as a natter of right and duty
:hi'ald organize production committees and to neet with management and demand
that all possible action should be taken in order to secure maximum pro-
duction, HORTON stated that to. a certain extent this was a reversal of the
previous program in which workers had been urged to organize for the pro-
tection of their own rights to secure higher wages, shorter working hours, ^
better working conditions, and avoid unnecessary speed-up or stretch-out
programs on the part of the management in connection with which the right
tc strike was vigorously advocated. HORTON advised that, although the
Highlander Folk School had been constantly referred to as controlled by
wo."i:.ur»i5ts and to have followed the Communist Party line, every effort had
been made to conduct the school strictly along lines advocated by organized
labor, and that any correspondence between the policies advocated by the

"w£ Car-jiunist Party and those advocated by the Highlander Folk School were purely
"i*« coincidental.

ri*
. HORTON stated that, if the present policy of the

* school were carried out to a large extent that he expected to receive com-
? plaints in the future to the effect that the Highlander Folk School was ad-

^U vociting the control of industrial plants by production committees composed
-1^.1 of labor which would in fact appear that the Folk School was advocating the

establishment of manufacturing Soviets. HORTON further stated that he had
tried unsuccessfully to have the Highlander Folk School accepted as a
training ground for labor under the direction of the OCD; that recently he
had been to Washington and spent one whole day speaking with Mr. DANIELS and
"*hor members of the OCD in an effort to promulgate his plan, but that he had
r-.-ceived the answer that if labor were given representation in the OCD that
,^v-„ -roUpS such as Chamber of Comnerce, ;»merican Legion, Kiwanis Club,
manufacturers ' associations, etc. would demand the same right and equal
representation. HORTON further stated that in his trip to Y«ashington he had
talked with a member of the Department of Justice who was in the Civil
liberties Division, and had asked this person when the investigation of the
Highlander Folk School would be completed. Mr. HORTON stated that the

- 9 -
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Department of Justice official had stated that the FBI, having received com-
plaints that the Highlander Folk School was engaged in subversive activities,

had of neceasity conducted an investigation; that this investigation would
probably continue as long as long as complaints concerning the school were
received. The official further stated that no statement would be made con-
cerning the Highlander Folk School that it had been irr-r.jtigated and found
not to be engaged in subversive activities. HORTON thcr* stated that, since
the Hollander Folk School is being investigated, he wo-ild make every effort
to cooperate TTith the FBI or any other investigative body who was seeking
information. However, it was thought that a cross-examination of HORTON

''£&} would not be appropriate at this tine.
».*-

The reporting Agent noted that a great many magazines
and recent publications, as well as posters which decorated the walls of

~^§ the school, contained slogans that were extremely anti-Fascist and anti-
*.aii, Uiat everywhere democracy and war effort was stressed. HORTON further
stated that in his conversation with the Departmental official, he advised
that if the school continued to be investigated by the FBI, certain local
groups, primarily the Grundy County Crusaders, would use this point to stir
up activity and criticism of the school pointing to the fact that it must be
subversive if it were investigated by the FBI. lar. HORTON was advised by
the member of the Department of Justice that, if any action were taken by
such a group which infringed upon the civil rights and liberties of the
Highlander Folk School or any members of its staff, he should immediately
telephone "Washington and a speedy investigation of such infringement of their
rights and liberties would be speedily and thoroughly investigated.

It will be noted that, although the Grundy County
Crusaders ware very active in Monteagle at the time the school was being
investigated by C. Hi KILBY of the Consolidated Coal Company, since inves-

. ti gation has been tawp over by the FBI, no complaints have been received
that any mob action ii contemplated against the school.

VMYLES HORTON was questioned concerning RICHARDJGOTHE,
who was formerly a member of the staff of the Highlander Folk ScKoan SOHTOU
stated that he was not positive as to dates and circumstances, but that to
the best of his knowledge, GOTHE was a German, was educated in Germany, came
over to this country for a short tine, returned to Germany, was active in
the pro-Hitler German work Camp program, that he returned to America in 1938,
and y.ms affiliated with the American Youth Commissien, the International
Ctu.-lent Service at 6 './est Fortieth Street, New York City, with the NYA and
..1 "..'.. V... '."writ Camp of America. HORTON stated that GOTHE had written a thesis
entitled "Introduction to 'fork Camps" while he was working for the American
Youth Commission) that as a result of this he had come to the Highlander
Folk School highly recommended by the ,'imerican Youth Commission and the

- 10 -
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International Student Service. HORTON stated that QOTHE had been affiliated
^ith the Highlander Folk School in l?liO; that during this tine, he was very
much opposed to Fascism and Nazism and at all tines had leaned over back-
wards to express hj-s disapproval of HITLER and HITLER prolan; that he had
impressed him as being very democratic. HORTON stated, however, that QOTHE
did not bear the sentiments out in his daily life and hri at tines been very
dictatorial in the setting up of his various work camps. HORTON stated that
he had examined GOTHE's papers from the State Department, the Bureau of
Immigration and the various credentials he had carried, indicating his
activities from 1938 to 191*0; that all of these had been in perfect order.
HORTON stated that GOTHE, after leaving the Highlander Folk School, had
taught sociology one year at Black fountain College in North Carolina in
19U.J that the last he had hoard of GOTHE -was that he Tas somewhere on the
Vest Coast. HORTON further advised that GOTHE had been a machinist in Germany;
that he believed his wife was still living in Germany.

ENCLOSURES: TO THE BUREAU:
1 Publication, Highlander Fling, for June, 191*2.

1 Ucmo ?To All the Friends and Supporters of Highlander"
concerning PAUL ROBESON concert given at Riverside Stadium,
Vashington, D. C, 5-10-U2.

1 Report of the activity of the Highlander Folk School at
the Tennessee State CIO Convention.

1 llimoographed sheet entitled "Junior Union Camp, Highlander
Folk School."

One copy "The Kerr Orleans Extension Program"

1 l^meographed letter dated Hay 30, 19h2 from UYLES HORTON.

-PEKDINO-

- 11 -



t k\

is4*V.

UNDEVELOPED LEADS:

THE KNOXVILLE FIELD DIVISION:

At Knoxville and Ifonteagle. Tennessee^ will
naintain contact Tdth confidential informants and sour:£s of information in
order to report present and future activities of the Highlander Folk School,

Vill furnish copies of the Highlander Fling and
other publications obtained through Box \ShS, Knoxville, Tennessee, to the
Bureau.

xrT-"'
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IBaOt 1h All the friend • aVv aSupporters of Highlander - (P

The firet big event in the oelehration of
Highlander's Tenth Anniversary is something to
brag about and is reason enough why you should
reoeive the clippings below. Sponsored by
Highlander's Washington Comnittee the affair is
a ohallenge to all the friends of Highlander
everywhere to go out and do likewise or at least
as near likewise as possible*

taQ

Washington Times -Herald
May ,11, 1942

5 #000 Hear

Paul Robeson

In Folk Songs

Program Includes

Foreign Compositions

By GLENN BILLARD GCNN
Five thousand music lover* fath-

ered to the Riverside Stadium last

jii-Sit* to "ivfttx J*aul Robeson in a
program of folk songs.

For many years it has been the

practice of this treat artist to

limit his recitals to the songs of

hi* own race. Having the greatest

*oiee of the present in point of

sonority and a gift for th* lyric

address* that is notably eloquent,

Robeson has done his share to

make this simple and moving art

loved by all the peoples of the

world.L
Washington sponsors for "the

Pgobescn concert included: Mrs.

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Mrs. Agnes
H. Stone, Justice and Mrs. Stanley

F. Reed, Mrs. Hugo L. Black, Mrs.

Francis Biddlc, Senator Abe Mur-
-*«?k, Mr and Mrs. Edward Keat-

jinjr, Mr. James B. Carey, Mr. and

jbia. o.-.-ni i ii-.J.vi, Mr. Clarence

| Pickett, Mr. Fred S. Walker,; Dr.

Frank P. Graham, Mr. and Mrs.

Gerard D. Reilly, Mr. Maury Mav-
erick, Mrs. Walter Bruce Howe,
Honorable Thomas H. Eliot, Mr.

and Mrs. J. R. Fillman, Mrs. Mary
McLeod Bethune, Mrs. Ganson Pur-

cell, Mrs. Clark Foreman, Mrs.

Charles Edward Rhetts, Mr. and
Mrs. Clifford J. Durr, Mr. and Mrs.

David R, Williams, Honorable J.

Warren Madden, Mr. Telford Tay-

lor, Lieut. Barry Bingham, Mr.

TJavid E. Lilienthal, Miss Hilda

Smith, Mrs. Decca Rommily, MrJ

and Mrs. Michael Straight.

Washington Hews
May 11, 1942

Robeson Great

in Riverside

Benefit Show
That was more than a recital

at Riverside Stadium last night
It was a revival meeting, a coun-
try hoe-down and a Basin-st blues
session all rolled up in one
bundle.
Paul Robeson not only gave mag-

nifioentiy of bis talents, tat also

acted as master of ceremonies (or a
trio of Negro folk artists. VTbe whole
thing was a benefit for the Highlander
Folk School, Monteagle, Tana.
Robeson aang gently and beautifully

the foil -tongs of his own and other
people, but It was when he supped
into the role he glories tor-tbe artist

Of- the oppressed, that he evoked wild

enthusiasm. Fiercely, savagely be sang
songs of (he southern Negro,ithe Chi-
nese soldier, the legionnaire of besieged

Madrid, the German of the concen-
tration camp, the Red Army—each to

English first, then m Its native tongue.

Inescapably, of course, he encored

once with "Old Man Hirer,* again with

-Taint Necessarily So** from Porgy
and Bess. Accompanist lurjpnce
Brown added his voice in his own ar-

rangements of -"Baekiel Saw de Wheel"
and "Joshua Fit de Battle of Jericho.*

For the three * lesser artists who
thared the stage with him, It was a
night of nights. And weU they held

Up their end of the show.

Houdie 'Uadbelly) Leadbetter, who
teems to hare no mean personal fol-

lowing of his own, drew the most en-

thusiastic response, including a bit of

community singing, with his work

songs, ballads and blues. A 13-string

guitar with voice to match were bis

instrumenta Blind Saunders Terrf

made a 50-cent harmonica do Incredi-

ble things and was ably assisted by

Brownie Mc6ee from Tennessee and

his guitar. All three ganged up in an
extra-special Jam session before they

went home.
It was a big night xor a big man ana

for the people he's proud to fight for.

—O. R. D.

Washington Star
•Cay U, 1942

f|l?airiRobeson|

Concert Has m I

HomeyTouch 2
Concert Repertoire^ ^
Is Laid Aside for

Old Folk Tunes
By ALICE BVEK8MAN.

Paul Robeson, famous Negro bari-
tone, packed Riverside Stadium last
night In the benefit concert be gave
for the Highlander Folk School of
Monteagle, Tenn. Mr. Robeson and
hu audience always have a friendly
relationship and the artist talked to
them last night of the songs he
would sing as if it all were a homey
gathering. Assisting on the pro-
gram were Houdie Leadbetter with
his guitar, Saunders Terry, the blind
harmonica player, and Brownie
MoOo*.
As originally announced, Mr.

Robeson's program was to have con-
tained arias and songs from his eon-
cert repertoire In addition to groups
of spirituals. As it turned out, how-
ever, it was purely a folk program
both by Mr. Robeson and the other
performers. Yet his numbers had
more significant since they repre-
sented the oppressed people or the
world as well as the principal na-
tions now struggling for liberty in

the war.
Russian FoBt Seng,

In the first group he placed the
Russian folk song, "Night" arranged
by Alexandre*? and the English
folk song "Oh, No, John * together
with the Burleigh arrangement of
"Go Down Moses" and Robinson*
"Water Boy." Later he sang Men-
delssohn's "Lord God of Abraham,'*
Parry's "Jerusalem," with the words
of the last verse changed by Mr.
Robeson to apply to this country,
and Shgers "Chassidic Chant" The
final numbers were Ross* "Tennessee
Valley." "I&ekiel Saw de Wheel" and
"Joshua Pit de Battle of Jericho"
arranged by his accompanist, Law-
rence Brown, and Burleigh's ar-
rangement of "Balm hi OUead,"
A note of patriotism underlay Mr.

Robeson's talk about these songs j
and was carried out further in Us
encores which consisted of a stir-

ring setting of The BUI of Rights,"

a song of the Soviet Red Army
soldiers, and another from workers
in a German concentration camp.
With his great dramatic ability, Mr.
Robeson aroused his audience to
cheers and wild .applause.

Valce Fills Arena,
His magnificent voice with Its

organlike Quality and resonant
depth fined the large arena as-
sisted little by the amplification

system which was not clear or pow-
erful. The genuine feeling which
he puts into his singing Is doubly
effective because of its naturalness

and the strong personality of the
artist. His versatility as a linguist

was demonstrated when he sang
In Russian, German and Hebrew.

*\
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STATS CIO CONVENTION URGES ALL TENNESSEE UKIQNS SEND STUDENTS TO HIGHLANDER

HIGHLANDER STENTS ARE CCNVENTIOH LEADERS ^i&J
School's Help Requested in Publicity Work and Education in the Field

*

The labor movement can derive great advantage from a school of its own. This wa*
amply shown at the Tennessee State CIO Convention by the participation of Highlander
students and by demands upon the school for help* Locals were urged to stake full use
of the school,

Theo Van Landingham, -UA'.V //903 (summer *4l) presided over »tho opening session of

the convention in his capacity as President of the Hemphis Industrial Union Council and
had the rare privilege of introducing tho ilayor of lieaphiff. a city which has long re-

sisted the coming of the CIO. Matt Lynch, AFUtf Director of the Tri-State Area, (sum-

mer % 3$ and President of the HFS Alumni Association) responded to the mayor's address*

Matt and Van were also on the arrangements committee* Emil Willimetz, CIO Represent-
ative and Chairman of the Knoxville IUC (Fall '40) and Ed Blair, AC"i7A organiser (Fall

^Sf .._.~ -'.lairmen of committees. Ed and Uatt wore elected Vice Presidents of the

State Council for the coming year.

Members of the school's Executive Council were very much in evidence - Fred Pieper,

Regional Director from Louisiana, representing Allan Heywood, Alton Lawrence, Eollis

Raid, Kiss Luey Mason, Ed Callagh^n, liatt Lynch, and Paul Christopher who waB elected

the now President of the State Council. The program of the school was discussed with
Jair4es Carey, Secretary, CIO.

ine ioilowing excerpt from the report of the Education Committee illustrates the

rrowJnr realization of the use which the labor movement in Tennessee can make of the

resident workers school right in the heart of the state*

•In addition to giving organized labor its ri fitful

place in public education, unions should promote their

own educational programs. Such educational programs

are besoming increasingly important to hold our gains

and to organize during a war situation- Ihe labor

movement in Tennessee should make full use of the res*
. . ident workers school in Tennessee, the Highlander Polk

School, and Southern School for Workers, sending mem-

bers to attend the two and six weeks terms for inten-

sive training, using the schools for institutes and

conferences, and calling on the staff for extension

programs in various cities.

•

s

. ..^urt of the publicity commit too also called on locals to use Highlander's

help in getting out circulars and pamphlets, and labor plays*

Highlander is ready to assuao its increasing responsibilities and urges every

loenl in Tennessee to follow out the policy laid by the. convention, and send students

to oi'r suraaer term, August 3 - September 12, which has been especially planned to meet

the new problems, oaused by the war*

BiCLOSUKt
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JUNIOR UNIOH CAMP

Highlander Polk School

Monteagle, Tenn.
**3s

Highlander is holding its third JUNIOR CAMP from June 1st*- 7th.

£ The program will include i —-s^A
<f
indoor and outdoor recreation *£r£

folk dancing
singing

dramatics
arts and crafty

The camp will be under the supervision of Margaret Bryan and
Zilphia Horton. They will be assisted by Maria Stenzel, Leon

Wilson, Carolyn Finkel stein and Bill Elkuss of the Highlander

staff. All have had experience in working with children. The

different activities of the program have been oarefully worked
out to provide the maximum of healthy outdoor activity with
nourishing food and ample rest. There will be a trained nurse
available at all times.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND? Children of workers: - children 8 to 15,

COST OF THE CAMP. The entire cost to the camper will be $3*

WZikT TO BRING. Campers should bring comfortable clothing,

heavy shoes, swimming suits. Those who have

whittling knives are urged to bring them for

use in the craft classes* *

Betty Jean Sargent and Claudera Williams, two of last summer's
campers, say

J

'This camp is a nico^place, but the days are just zip, sip, zippin*

by. I thought they*d go slow, but they just whizz by. I like

to folk dance best, and then swimming and baseball** '"I like the*

campflres and hikes. And I like the singing. I like what they
cay-1—the words.*

piCLOSUBS

^ K: 1-
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ROBESON SINGS Southern Conference William fiuttrick
FOR HIGHLANDER For Human Welfare
Paul Robeson's benefit concert in

Washington, May 11, was the first

major event celebrating Highland-
er's Tenth Anniversary Year. The
concert was sponsored by the
school's Washington Committee, oi

which Malcolm Ross is chairman,
and a notable list of friends in-

cluding Mrs. Roosevelt.

8ome four or five thousand peo-
ple filled the Riverside Stadium to
hear the world famous Negro biri-

tone sing for the school. "Robe-
son," said the Washington News,
"sang gently and beautifully the
folk songs of his own and other
people, but it was when he slipped

into the role he glories in—the
artist of the oppressed—that he ev-
ml.u M.m •.uuiuaittSiii. it was a big
night for a big man and for the
people he's proud to fight for."

Assisting on the program were
Houdie Leadbetter and Brownie
McOee with guitars, and Saunders
Terry, blind harmonica player.
Rock's; whs accompanied by Law-
rence Bmwr;

Sponsors of the concert were:
Mrs. FrankMn D. Roosevelt. Mrc.
Afc.iei H. o>,oue. Justice and Mrs.
Stanley P. Reed, Mrs. Hugo L.

~".\f'
r

\ , V. • FiT.ncis Bicidie, Sena-
tor Abe Murdoch, Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
ward Keating. Mr. James B. Carey,
Mr and Mis. Clifford Pinchot, Mr.
Clarence Pickett, Mr. Fred S. Wal-
kfr, Dr Fr^rit: P. Graham, Mr. and
Mri. Ck.^ru* D. Reilly, Mr. Maury
Mavetick, Mr. Waller Bruce Howe,
Hot.. 7?:o:.-:i-- H. Eliot, Mr. and Mrs.

J. R. FUiman, Mrs, Mary McLeod
Betviirr Rf-s Gsnson Puree!!, Mrs.
Clark Foreman, Mrs. Charles Ed-
ward Rhetts. Mr, and Mrs. Clif-

iord J. Durr. Mr. and Mrs. David
R. Williams, Hon. J. Warren Mad-
der.. Mr Tf-jffird Taylor, Lieut.

Baity c.;nt,Liani. Mr. David E. Lili-

prt'.hfll M.S'. Hilda Smith, Mrs. Dec-
ca Rorii.vL iy, Mr. and Mrs. Michael

"The South's Part in Winning

the War for Democracy" was the

theme of the* third Southern Con-
fernece for Human Welfare, held

in Nashville April 19-31. James
Dombrowski served *e executive

secretary. He has been given a

leave of absence and will continue

with the Conference throughout the

year.

All the school staff took part In

the Conference as panel leaders,

j
office workers, or delegates. A large

j number of former students, present

j
as delegates, met with the staff for

j

dinner, Highlander songs were

sung and exciting experiences were

exchanged.

Following the Conference some

forty friends visited the school.

[Among those who square-danced to

Uncle Willie Marlowe '5 fiddling

and Ralph Tefferteller's calling

were Clark Foreman of Washing-

ton, Ethel Clyde and Edith Field of

New York, and several carloads of

Black Mountain and University of

Oklahoma students.

i Clark Foreman is the new chair-

man of the Southern Conference.

A. F. L. Convention \

The Highlander Teachers Union
(Local 261) was represented at the

Tennessee State Convention of the
American Federation of Labor,

meeting in Chattanooga, June 1-2.

Myles Horton was the delegate. The
teachers' local is affiliated with
Chattanooga Central Labor Union.

Passes Away
A COOPERATIVE
VENTURE

;

Junior Union Camp—June 1-7.

Writers' Workshop- -June 15-27.

^cc-ond .

Tv-Jw Union Camp —
July 5-12.

Hummer Term for Workers-
August 3 -September 13.

Tenth Anniversary Celebration
and Student Reunion—Sept.
12-13.

New Staff Members
Durward and Louise McDaniel

! joined the staff in February. Dur-
' ward, our Executive Secretary,

j

came from Norman. Oklahoma, and
Louise from Chattanooga. Both

I

are Highlander alumni.

I
Carolyn Finkelstein, Smith Col-

lege, '41, joined the staff as office

secretary in April.

Dorothy Haasls, Antioch College
student, put in her ten weeks' work

I

quarter as a Highlander office sec-
retary. -ENCLOSURE

William Buttrlck, Highliuider
staff member since January, 1938,
economics teacher and editor of

the FLING, died at Vandsrbilt Hos-
pital, Nashville, April 15. He had
been in falling health for severar

months.
Bill's death Is a great loss for

Highlander and for his many
friends throughout the South, He
was one of the most popular mem-
bers of the staff.

THIRD JUNIOR
UNION CAMP _.. ..

Climaxed by an all-day program
of games, dramatics, folk dancing
and singing, an exhibition of the
children's craftwork, and an old-

fashioned "dinner on the grounds,"
our third annual Junior Union
Camp closed June 7th.
The camp was designed to en-

courage the physical, personal, and
group development of workers' chil-

dren, and to help make unionism a
more effective part of family and
community life. The majority of
the campers this year were Grun-
dy County children, 8 to 15 years.

Representation was from A. F. of L.,

CIO, and farm families, about equal-
ly divided.

Daily activities included a morn-
ing assembly, clay modeling, paint-
ing, puppet making, ball gamss,
hikes, singing and story telling

around an evening campfire. Fam-
ilies of the children came from all

parts of the county fc> take part
in the final prog/am.

You, as a part nf Highlan
should know exactly how the scJj

is run.
f

The staff cooperatively owns, 4
*

property, cooperatively
the program planned by
utive Council, which
staff and eleven labor, st

public representatives. Thei» f

elected chairman, or co-trfhi
The Executive Council usspflteV
sponsibility for the activities oi
school and takes part in Z&»>-
ing them. Throughout fat,'

scores of union and govemniexl
ficials assist in the ocfalfeuv

residence, and extension H
the school. fj

There is an old mount
that "It takes oats to
mare go." In a real sense

tributors to Highlander
of the cooperative setup

j

tional funds enable us to
people and to improve' our

J

Your contribution makes
co-worker. Your toteres

you share our feeling thfj

lander must work overtime!

j wartime needs. The staffif *1"

on a maintenance basis i *
tlhusiasm and experience^ +\ ¥»
trlbutions are no less * '

{making the mare go. £ *
v

New H. J^ S. (
Publication l*
.A 27-page mime»->gT

phlet describing UasUu^^ ^/
methods of a year's educatioi
program in New Orleans has ;.

been published by the school.

F. C. Pieper, CIO Regional P
rector in Louisiana, under whose I

rection the program was conduct
have written introductions. Ca#
"UNDERSTANDING UNIONK
the pamphlet is full of timely
useful ideas for local unions n
to launch educational programs
added attraction is a foui-i
outline, with charts, for a class'

taking up grievances and unit
building.

The pamphlet was written
Mary Lawrance, Highlander Exfe

.

slon Director, and illustrated i

Maria Stenzel of the school sta
If can be purchased for 15 by wri
ing the school. Additional cop*
of the outline for class discussio
on grievances and union -buildi
can be had for 5c.

^M-2£//-^LAC:
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* SIX WEEKS

QO

LJMMER TERM FOR SOUTHERN WORKERS

August 3

to

September 13

1QJ9

Special

2-Weeks Term

September

1-13

z* Education

v ider h not I
;ike other schools.

. ier's job at a labor school is to

?
w

- ussjons i.-ii which everyone takes
*" "> to acquaint students with facts

labor movement which will help

,
' tsui . t their union problems. You

i»i.'d much regular schooling or

fitry clothes to attend—just a good sound

lief in organization.

Courses

;„, f/jjf. J. is term are planned to
- *v ~ *«5!y job of running

>ur organizations and to meet the new
obleros caused by the war. Special

•u? L v? >r labor problems in war time, new
bor testation, and techniques of teach-

er &r«] Ktttins up educational programs
ave been added to the usual courses in

iblir. speaking, parliamentary law, union
Ljbiicity, labor history, economics, cur-
'* '--rrt*. -iramatfcs and singing.

-LABOR'S PAKT IN WINNING
THE WAR*

Theme for Special Emphacl*

1. Increasing Production
WPB—Wartime Planning
CIO Industry Plan
Conversion Plans
Labor-Management Committee
AFL-CIO Victory Committee
Labor Supply

Z. Labor's Sacrifices

The Right to Strike

DoubleUme
UAW "Equality of Sacrifice"

Function of WTUB
J. Labor's Economic roblems

OPA—Inflation

Consumer Programs
Taxation
Priority Unemployment
Housing

4. New Union Problems —. — _
Organizing in War Time
Training New Leadership
Fighting Anti-Union Propa.
ganda

Training Skilled Workers
5. Winning the War

Being informed
Building the Peace
No Discrimination
Civilian Defence

6. Planning for Action at Home
Educational Programs
Plant Committees
Publicity Program

Backing of Labor
* Highlander is endorsed by leading la-

bor unions. Many union leaders and
government officials are scheduled to help

lead discussions on the special theme of

the term. Special assistance is given by
the members of the school's Executive

Council

:

E. S. Callaghan, Southern Director, Amer-
ican Federation of Hosiery Workers;

Bernard Borah, Southern Director, District

50, UMWA;
Paul Cristopher, President Tennessee State

Industrial Union Council;

F. C. Pieper, Louisiana CIO Regional Di-

rector ;

Joe Dobbs, Chattanooga Central Labor
Union

;

Matt Lynch, Tri State Director, AFHW;
Alton Lawrence, Regional Director, Mine,

Mill and Smelter Workers;
Lucy Mason> Public Relations Representa-

tive, CIO;
Hollis Reid, Legislative Representative,

Railroad Broth"erhoods;
Lewis Jones. Fisk University;

George Mayhew, Varderbilt University.

Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee

= -*-'* _.*^ -fc*. W '^'W W-ii' H-.



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

»4^)S*

May 30, 1942

71 37

DBar Friend;

Highlander is celebrating its tenth anniversary with an en-
larged program geared to the new problems growing out of the
war. The demands for our sorvices are greater than at any other
time In our history. The effectiveness with which wo meet these
urgent demands depends upon you.

The school has an exporioncod staff and the active cooperation
of on executive council composed of representatives of all
branches of organized labor. We have a plant and 200 acre* of
land free from indebtedness. The expenditures" for running the
school have never exceeded our income, although last year it
was necessary to use up our small reserve to balance the budget.

This means that we must find now contributors in 1942 even to
raise tho equivalent of last year* s income. ...Tot we need to
enlarge our budget to moot the increased demands for our service*.

The future of the school is bright. Friends, of Highlander are

rallying to our support, as can bo seen by the enclosed press
clippings on the Robeson concert in Washington. There Is e
special reason for urging you to help us at this time. Jim
Dombrowski, who has boen in charge of fund raising fqr the last

eight years, has been given a year's leave of absonce to serve

as secretary for tho Southern Conference for Human Welfares
which is doing a very important job in the South.

We know that you would rathor have the Highlander staff spending

its time in carrying out the school* s program than in raising

tho budget. Accordingly, there are two ways in which you can be

of groat help: first, by making a special Contribution imme-

diately of at least $1.00; second, by sonding us a list of names -

of people who might contribute, and telling us if wo may use

;*-ur name in asking for contributions*

Sine oroly yours,

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

mh/lm Mylos Horton

uopwa m-a-1 ^CLO^*.-
Chairman .
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1HE HSTf ORLfiAHS SXTCNSIOH PROGRAlf

Mary Lawrance, Extension Director
for Highlander Folic School

^138

(For the information of Highlander* • contributor! And friend*,

we have asked Mary lawrance to prepare the f61lowing brief report •

of the educational program conducted by her for the past fear in

New Orleans » working in conjunction with the lew Orleans Indus-
.

trial Union Council.)

The objective -of the educational program in Hew Orleans was

to take over the newly organised locals and help the organisers

in servicing and educating the membership. The most successful ,

results were had with the Reserve Sugar Local, because this approach

was used* Several months intervensd between the time of organi-

sation, and negotiation of a contract, which provided time to

train officers and stewards to run their own union, and the rank

and file to speak in meetings and follow the rules of meetings,

and enabled the local to discuss and write Its own contract* This;

local knew what it was fighting for; it is ready to swing behind

its new contract and make it work*

The educational program was divided into four logical periods—
althou^z not intentionally. The first three months were spent main-

ly in the training of officers and conmitteemen to do their )6bt

properly and to build their organization* The second period was

devoted mainly to the stewards— training them to take up grievances

and to build the union in their department. During the third

session, emphasis was put on picking the unions in the greatest

need of help, and running a program individually for each of them,

with the assistance of ths officers and stewards who had attended

the earlier classes. The final session was an effort to train as

many as possible of tho rank and file in th» fundamental* of union-

ism at general meetings, departmental meetings, stewards • meetings,
..- *--.._.» —«.+<__. *»* mn forth- It was telt important to
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It seems as though Mew Deal officla^;^ V

have the happy habit of .electing radical spots «.;*>

place to create a sound tag board to exponas their

theories. This tiae.they are cooperating with this

well known radical school for a 6 weeks ccurse^
August 3 to Septmber 12. The purpose is to decide,

on Labor's part in winning the war against Fascism. ^, -

.

This short course will, have as instructors

government and unlcti officials. -,
' Vllfc^; -•;* f.7f0:-_

The OPA will be represented by Prof. R.R.R.

^rooks and Edlth^nrlstensm. T-F.^Burns will represent

the WB. Edwta S^mtth. mtlonal director of thejoil

Workers^Organtelng Campaign (CIO), Editor LenfceCau* of

ThT CIO Hews and Robert L.Jcruden of thefunlted
;

Jobber

workers (CIO) will be among labor's lecturers.

.-. ,, Applications maj be made to Mylesj

director of the school, "onteagle, Te:

ML INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^^_BYx5^
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Dsar Sir*

"*»• r »*

th. files *har.in ther. are indication, of Cbnunlst oontrol orinflumo. in th.od1nlatr.Uon of th. «€hland^lfSl! ;

ootctunit ^«?T
a
*!

1S0 ^^^ *° r«Port thw. IndieatlJn. of
^

Co«nuni»t offiliations or connection, on th. cart of tM* r^wiand those individual. r*pon.iU. ^ U.^^jft^! ^
. - Vary truly jour., -,,, :
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Mm Sdgar Hoover
Director

* -

A. Tasini
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Birmingham, Alabama

DAT! WHSN MAOK

8-18-42

I OF INVEFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

XIAL un 100-647 Wt

ruAtooron
WHICH MADC

7/27j 8/4/43

mtrota mass mx

CMAHACTWt Or CAM

p
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
./ :
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INTERNAL SECURITY - C# .
' "^

NOPSIS OF FACT*:
• \

*

employed JHHVBHBHf >&**?< ;..->-:

Birmingham, Alabama* Indices ...

checked and aources of information con- r

tacted as to possible oommttnist or sub-

versive activities with negative results*

14*-'

aSff*
*****

REFERENCE

i

{-;

R.tf.C. - • ;-. .:

'

. mo '-

Report of Special Agent £HK^^HR at

Knoxville, Tenn*, dated June 1, 1941*. -, ^ , . ,

Report of Special Agent SHIIBHft at \ ^^
Savannah, Ga., dated May 30, 1942*.

By virtue of an anonymous telephone call to ^BHMI^^ (

it was ascertained that4HHBHV '

ie employed there in a traveling capacity, and that he resides. at the ^

^C^Acheck of the indices of the Birmingham Field T)ivifclon .'"..

regardin^^MBMWIf,
was made with negative results. Confiden1^.a^n- . -;

>

forraantsJCMHMMJjf^^P whose identities are known to the $ur<eau#

were contacted in regard to aW communist or subversive activities'^ the

DETAILS i AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA*

"""rtttiSS
th negatove results*

9t> MP
DO MOT WRIT* IN THItt S»ACKS

L^/4^// -i/*/

*r

^-Birmingham
i

5S APH

p+^f±i&_IljiAl*
SrtD^r

is taST gON^U

3 AUG2M942

£BA£;

SBOOW*
-*-

1
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WztwxmX Bureau of Investigation

UmUb ftate* Separtment of ftutfrr

S53 Federal Building
Louisville, Kentucky

August 22, 1942

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D»C«

oV

*»•.*

Dear Sin

On August 20, 1942, Special Agent fl|^HHPof the Knoxville
Field Division telephonically advised that a review? of the file
captioned^Pilighlander Folk School , Mbnteagle, Tennessee,"
reveals the" Knoxville Field Office is in need cf additional
coverage at the next session of this school, to be held com-
irencing September 1, 1942

•

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 4>5 [aL_BYSps^t^

Very truly yours,

A/./C
H. K* MOSS

Special Agent in Charge

L'EC^ASi
HKUted

oo - Znoxville

\l£
9^

_«5 SEP ^ 0:1342 -
•>"-

sr ftPfi 25 196! r^Vf-L'^L. ..

sy

FBI
15 AUG 25 1942

,1
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In reply refer to
VD 811. Ill PlC^

? h>V,
Hy dear Kr« Booron ^

X refer to your eoawunieatlon of Jm 11/ 1943 ooo^
oerning the via* applloation of<» *c1C-~
ohereln It is at*tod that the applioant Is presently the
subjeot of on lntej?»al_security lair*ftIgatton being oon*
ducted or your Bureau sad In ifeisfe it Is further stated
that tti^tfftiiati*or r&U -School with vhloh t

si
sponsor, —frOC^,

3.9 * •

^gl*

Maw York, Saw Tork/has boon in correspondence, *• m+m
tho subjeot of an internal security inveatigetiOQ being
conducted by your Bureau. Xt la requested that you noti*
fy this Division upon tfao eosipletion of tbo abore-aentioned
investigations and the results thereof* .'.,

. .

Conaidaration of the abore-wentioned visa ease baa
been suspended ponding tbo receipt mi a letter from yom .

"'.

concerning "these sevtterai~~ *
"'" —""- — •--•- g/^

Sincerely youra, ' [&=. 9£V/— fit

a

3:3

s-

FEDERAL BUEAU LF tnViSTlGATMl

AUG 28 1942 .JVM. V

/ -

Mu"jd
eff Viae_Divi*ii n

$«mil±™
:'. - a * v

J. ".Edgar Hoover, Esquire,
Director, Federal Bureau of Investiga'

/ Department of Justice,-

i-

Zt.
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At Highlander folk School which is located on the higiiway;&;
between Konteagle, Tennessee^ end Brae? City* Tennessee* was founded on t £leV$?>:
land donated by LXLLUH JOBBSOB, Ifc« B* in 1932* 9r» JOHHSCe! ease to Monteagle $»

"

the early 1920** at which tlae ehe showed a great deal of lnt«re*trln the coawmlly J

of Suraerfield, Tenneesse, which la located very omr lonteagle, OJtpoclalJy la thf ^

echool system and the public health of the cm—nmi1ty« She was elected to the Coasty-

Board of Education end soon beoawe chairman of that board# - -She was wery sawn t*»f**^4
Crested in the Woeen** Chrlatlan Tewperanoe Onion and attempted to help the mider* \-

privileged elaaa of people who resided in Qrund> Count?* ^^f^^^^i^t^^f^^i^

by the Highlander Folk School* She two people she ofcose to establish the school^
were XTLBS HQBT0V and DOR VIST* KETCH had bean the *tate Chairman of the Socialise"
Committee In Tennessee for the campaign of 1?32# while $08 IffiST was reported to<

openly state that he waa a Ccemranis^ ;; ^M^L^'^^^M^t'-^^'^-^^^
: -^c 3^^ ^ ~ ^ j^ 31. 19^ the Highlander folk School took <mt a

^

Charter of Incorporation under the Code of Tennessee of 1*32* This charter
that the particular purpose for which this charter la souftht was the support
Highlander Polk School adult Education, the training of rural and industrial* 1
and general acadeaic education* The charter la recorded In Book luwber *|IISC41

Page lljl, In the Begistrar'a Office of Fentress County* the Incorporators were & ^

m£5 SORTO*?, ELIZABETH HOES, JMffiS DOUSBOVSKI, EOTERT HiMPTOI and miLCOIM CRTS- ft^iwV^^;i^^ A11 INFORMATION CONTpED^#^^
rahlt spohscbs i^v-v^^a29fc;*^ ;i *

HtRtlN IS UNCLASSIFIED.piM^i
'^«6 iJroTEfttSD The school at Its incl

:..-*i*".>f
*•

%**

< 4PKROVEO *MO -ft **
f-OfcWARDQX- . . \%A U \-< >» V
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Socialist Party of national prominence, such «at UCHMAN THOMAS, BEURHCU)

RUBUHR, STEWART CHASE, and KIRBX PAGE. It was also backed by the Amalgamated

Clothing Workers of America, and the school has always drawn approximately '""*':..'

one-third of its funds from the Amalgamated Bank of Hew Tork, which is own«4

and controlled by the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Aaerie»#^/« ,-
:vT;*;':'V,^%^

ABiS AND PURPOSES OF THE SCHOOL
>*r* »..>:>;$'

In a pamphlet published by the Highlander Folk' School it /

is stated that the school was founded 'to provide an educational center in
:
:•

the South for the training of rural and industrial leaders and. for the con- *: :

servation and enrichment of the indigenous cultural values of the mountains**

Activities of the school have been primarily in the education of labor organizers.

The school conducts two six weeks' courses per year, known as the spring and

fall terms. At these sessions, workers who have been selected by their various

unions are given courses in history, economics, union publicity, parliamentary-

law and public speaking, dramatics, and are taught hew to organize a union, -....:

conduct union meetings, present grievances, how to call and organize strikes, ~

and to effectively bargain with employers. -'>;'; "T&j.V

The school also conducts a nursery for farm and workers*

children and sponsors a lending library, conducts what is known as a writer's
_r

workshop, gives square dances, and endeavors to help and gain the confidence

of the community surrounding the school. In this connection it has on occasions

held rummage sales, aided in obtaining WPA sewing projects, and encouraged

handicraft work in the community. '
''"' '"-- '"

'

v
-

"* +-:• - - -
.

v. .
' '*.. '., The Highlander Folk School also conducts an extension pro-

gram by sending various members of it» faculty to any union who asks for their

services to help them put on a drive for new membership or to more effectively ;

.bargain for wage increases and better working conditions.-; . v ..?.*'
;

ATTACKS MADE OK THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
.

/ .-.'.-. .*.,.. j <;.
. H- . - '

*-.. ;.

When the Highlander Folk School first moved to Monteagle, ••"

Tennessee, MILES HaRTOtf and the rest of the
<

Highlander Folk School staff were ,

introduced to members of the community by Dr. LILLIAN JOHNSON, who asked that '

they help them in their endeavors • The Highlander Folk School staff for the

most part are well educated individuals who seem to have a sincere desire to

help the people of the South. In this connection they strongly followed the >
Socialists-Communist United Front Program of the early 1930 f s. Most of the

?.1 + ?r*»t\ire passed out by the school at that time was of a Socialistic nature*

In connection with their program, however, they soon developed a theory of

\
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using militant labor strikes in an effort to solidify the workers In *
common cause and to imprass upon them the necessity af organising in order Ug^,^
to gain the powers of numbers* In this conneotion the sohool issued pamphlets/

entitled, "Why He Heed the Union," These pamphlets state that thera ia ;,;*." £\v'..

always a conflict between labor and capital and that what is good for th* *\^
: ; ;

management and capital must of necessity be bad for labor* .^ Civ*.; •*'*$
;

.-.
.

- v -

-.-"- '*• ; : *v"^-..;*^"^\^-4jj*#*v'

Many of the strikes that were either called by or sup- ; *;.'.•

ported by members of the faculty of the Highlander Folk Sohool In the 1950'a.

were called on industries* whioh because of the depression were not in a ; v...

position to accede to thB labor's demand, and since the workers were in jmv'-.
:;

.

.'"/;'•"

position to lose their wages during a protracted strike their efforts were

in many oases unsuccessful. Thus the Highlander Polk School gained the enmity

of both the local community and the companies which they opposed,
'>" •" ..:*/-. '".'' '#!

,.
•

.

%
s^^T'* -' '-. '.' f•'&*:- -:r . -r *.

The Highlander Folk School was also instrumental In organising

the Workers Alliance in Grundy County, which was later declared by its Presi-

dent and Seoretary, DAVID IASSER and HERBERT BENJAMIN, to be controlled by the

Communist Party, In conneotion with the Workers Allianoe, M?I£S HQRTCK, JAMES

D0MBRCW5KI, and the Highlander Folk Sohool faculty encouraged the sit-down

strike at Monteagle, Tennessee, in February of 1959. This strike was one of
the factors which brought the growing resentment of the community to a head

and which brought into prominence an organisation known as the Grundy County

Crusaders who bitterly opposed the sohool and made ••wry effort "to drive 4**** -

from the community, ,' ->-.-; ,- , * .. '.: ::;X .V
'*

"":' *'. '\ The Grundy County Crusaders were headed by C, H, JIISI f"

who acted in the capacity of secretary. The Highlander Folk School had already *\

been under fire from the American Lsgion in Chattanooga and was opposed by v!»,^-.'*

ministers in the community as being a school which encouraged atheism,

drunkenness, and immorality, Mr, KILBT, capitalising on this 111 feeling, w

secured various affidavits and resolutions from individuals and organisations

who were willing to put themselves on record as denouncing the Highlander \

Folk Sohool and amassed a great deal of material in an effort to secure

legislative action in the state courts which would cause a revocation of the

school charter and drive it from the community. To this end, resolutions
were passed by the Sewanee Lodge Number 405 of the Trett and Accepted Masons,

by the Grundy County Educational Association, by the Bakers and Confectionary

Workers Local Number 25, Tracy City, by various American Legion Posts, and

uy a local branch of the United Mine Workers located at Palmer, Tennessee,

Affidavits wore obtained from twenty odd persons living -.-.

in and near Monteagio who stated that they had attended the Highlander Folk
School or been affected by the school in some way. These affidavits were for
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tbe most part oonoerned with statements nude by HORTOH or pOKBRCJIBH to

the effect that they were either Communists or favored the Busaian form of_*r.|

government or advocated revolution, lone of these statements, howev*rtX;-*5r3'

could definitely be placed to specific times nor corroborated by additional

testimony. The statements also contained references to persons having ob-

served either the hammer or siokle or a red flag at the school and being

forced to give a Russian salute and sing Russian songs. An examination 0f>>v
*'

those affidavits indioate that they were in all probability dictated by C,

K. KILBY and that the persons making them were irresponsible* The affidavits

do, however, contain statements that BILL WSLW and MYLES HGRTGN adTOoated .:

and attempted to organise a local chapter of the Young Communist league, '- ~: \

In the early fall of 1959 JOHN USDCXJGAL BUHNS, a reporter *

.or the Nashville Tonne sseah newspaper, visited the Highlander Folk School :, •

for approximately one week at which time he also talked with residents in the *.

community in an effort to determine whether the school was Communistic or
;
* .;

Communist controlled, BURNS reported that: The Highlander Polk School ia *":$

the center for spreading Communist dootrines in thirteen southeastern states*.

that connected with its leadership are persons who have either been charged I

with being Communists or who hare been linked definitely with Moscow* its .*>
faculty apreads Communism, approves this Bed dootrine, and sends its alumni

into labor organizations where they maintain contact with their alma mater

and spread its teaohings over a wide areas holds conferences at the school

between regular sessions where it teaches Communist theories to labor leaders

and others | it has used Grundy County as a laboratory and organised the v k *i .

/

Workers Alliance, staged strikes, elected the oounty sheriff, and intends -J? ;

to gain oontrol of the oounty sohool systemj it is recognised by State Cam* -

raunist Headquarters in Nashville and among its guests are many Lsftists of vg ^

• national reputation, including CLIFFORD ODETS, the playwright, and &BKs/ ; .

LOUISE STRONG, editor of the Moscow Daily News, in Soviet Russia for several*

years j it has kept in close touch with Commonwealth College, Uena, Arkansas}'
.

it distributes Communist literature, including the Daily Worker j it is the

source of e.plAye~ for use by "progressive labor groups", the plays including

Communist propaganda; the school with its controlled County of Grundy serve*
;

a* a clinic for labor problems, giving instructions on strike methods, *t

cetera, but not overlooking these further opportunities to spread the Leftist

doo trine * -"'v
''. \ .

' ;
v,

A oomplete review of the articles writeen by BURNS in-

dicates that he has no basis on which to base these conclusions unless ho

considers that the pressure brought by union leaders. Leftist intellectuals,

and various radical labor factions who were organising labor in the South i,

and participating in the United Front Movement were all affiliated with the

members of the Communist Party and that the entire United Front and labor

programs were Communist doctrines*
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-«..*-, ;v-;,',v v .-- ^ Highlander Folk School also applied for * $7,000 >,;';

subsidy from the Federal government which had been granted by the, govern* \:

ment but was held up by Governor COOPER of Tennessee pending an investigation

'

by JACK SCANDLIN, Inspector of the Tennessee Highway Patrol, * Inspector
.., ,

r ^
:

SCANDLIN also reported that the Highlander Folk School was controlled fey Com-

munists and spreading Communist doctrines, however, he had no evidence to •;

back his findings. SCANDLIN in his report placed a great deal of stress on

imsorality surrounding the school, stating that the students believed In ,>.>

free love and drank to excess* .. . .... ,->-<.'. .- ..... *';:' .",...': ._; .."-
.1.,'

-
.

.-• ';: y- -.''
-'

-'"&' T :-"-V^."' >~

The file of the Highlander Folk School also contains

numerous newspaper clippings from the Chattanooga and Nashville papers which

i-'ioi-jAte that the school was to be investigated by the Dies Conmittee, how-

ever, there is no information in the file which would indicate the results

of the Dies Committee's investigation if, in fact, one was made* '

As a result of the consolidating of all these reports

into the hands of the Grundy County Crusaders, together with material which

was collected by them, there was a proposed march on the Highlander Folk

school by the Crusaders at which time it was planned that the members of"

the faculty be forcibly .ejected from the county. On November 13, 19U0, a

march on the Highlander Folk School was averted by holding a meeting of the

representatives of the Grundy County Crusaders and members, of the faculty '

in a session held at Sewanee University, At this time the Grundy County

Crusaders hurled accusations at the Highlander Folk School, stating that it,

pas a "hot bed of Communism. " JAMES DOMBROWSKI, Highlander Folk School y-

faculty, answered for the school and explained that the school was purely #

a labor school and stated that in the event that the Crusaders could prove

the school was Communistic that it would immediately move from the county.

The Grundy County Crusaders, however, were unable to produce any evidence

wiiien would indicate that the school was controlled by the Communist Party.

INDICATIONS OF COMMUNIST CONTROL OR INFLUENCE IN THE ADMINISTRATION 0T THE

HIGHLANDER F01K SCHOOL "

•

-/
'

CHARTER MEM3ERS-
~t\ . *.<*.

The Highlander Folk School at its inception was founded
"

H0RT0N who was known to be a Socialist at that time and by DON WEST

who had openly stated that he was a Communist* In the report of Special

Agent flHMMM dated February 26, 1?12, at Atlanta, Georgia, it is stated

that WEST attended the Berry School at Rome, Georgia, and quit because he was

not in sympathy with the school system. He later returned and endeavored to

organize the students of the school in a strike because the school charged

tuition and received help from HENRY FORD, a capitalist.
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WEST later attended Vanderbilt University «adft>ni^^
scholarship to study abroad and is reported to have extensively in Europe*\ \;

In 1931, WEST was active in the Communist Party in Atlanta in connection ' .' ;':

*'*

with the Angelo Hcrndon case* WEST later founded and was a director in the,.
:^

Southern Polk School at Kennesau, Georgia* WEST was reported by MICHAEL fe:*
GOLD in an article which appeared in the Daily Worker to be a young mountaineer

poet who became revolutionary and studied Marx and Lenin for the purpose of

organizing negroes and white farmers in Georgia* WEST was also active In iV
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Kentucky. .*:." ;--:--" •>?'*/'?'>''-]

:
~?}

:

"

"

:;

:

WEST returned to Georgia in November, 19l0, where he

sDent a year as a congregational minister in Meansville, Georgia, resign- ;•.-•

ing in September, 19l&m "
.., .

p* > < .- ^ -..
, W" n'-

*
,
.:... ^f^^

"
MALCOLM CHISHOLM, a charter member of the school, was >.

killed fighting for the Spanish Loyalists* (Report of Special Agent IBi
fggggf 12-3O-I4I at Knoxville, Tennessee)*

2ILLA HAWES alias Elizabeth Hawes, ' also a charter member '

/

of the Highlander Folk School, was known to be an organiser for the Amalgamated t /

ClotMnp Workers of America and a member of the Socialist Party at the time

she joined the staff of the school. She later married PRANZ DANIEL, also an

organiser for the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, and was A leader

in many militant labor strikes, both in Tennessee and in North Carolina* tmm

no other

ls fact was
statements*

iantiated by no other evidence or corroborated by »-;

JAMES DOMBROWSKI was also a charter member of the High- -U
lander Folk School and a faculty member of the school until the Spring of

19hZ when he resigned his position to become secretary for the Southern Conference

for Human Welfare with headquarters at 202 Presbyterian Building, Nashville,

Tennessee. Many of the affidavits which are on file in the Knoxville Field

Division contain statements that JXBfflROWSKI had expressed himself as being in

sympathy with the Russian form of government, that he thought that revolution
was inevitable, and that the capitalistic system should be overthrown.

4te*&$j&&&r

——^—^.^^^^______ DOMBROWSKI is reported to be imbued with a

philosophy of saving mankind and has been particularly interested in helping

southern labor and attempting to improve working and living conditions in the

South. There is no indication that he would blindly follow the Communist Party

lines or that he is influenced by any foreign power*

MILES HORTON, a founder and present director of the High-

lander Folk School, has stated that he was a Socialist, but he later forsook

the Socialist Party to devote his interest to labor and has on many occasions
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professed an intense dislike for the Communists, stating that they la- -,..r,^ ,i.-_«.

filtrate into labor unions and choke and strangle them by neglecting the *
.*. ^'.

*

v
primary interest of labor to further the ends of the Communist Parly, and.

**"*-

that the Communists also incur the wrath of politicians and lair enforce- :'f
,?*"•/;''

ment agencies and provide excuses for attacks on labor organisations*;••-'* *
'\ •'*" ''"'.'

MYLES HORTON has been very careful during his administration at the Highlander

Folk School to keep Communist propaganda and Communist control from appeal*
;'-

;:
^'v

ing in the school program*
.

..,_.'., V .
, : . ,

V
'

;-.,
. . ,. ; ^, ^.^^V^^:.^^^^ >^ :

'

Most of the labor leaders in Tennessee endorse the High-*

lander Folk School and state that it is through HORTON »s influence that tha ;*.#;/•

Communists have been unsuccessful in their attempts to obtain control of the : -

school* -'

~

:ti*...
The files of the Knoxville Field Division contain 'vtxj

little information concerning RUPERT HAMPTON, the ^remaining charter member

of the school. The information that is available indicate that he was a %
radical labor leader* and was active in the school for only a short period ."*- *

of time* -•..-:'.:
' -V:

QTHER FACULTY MEIBERS '"
""' '* J '"' :"" =.->#-" v\ v;-;c

WILLIAM BUTTRICK attended the College of the City of
Nashville and Duke University, where he was known to be an extreme liberal ->.-,.

and very sympathetic toward the working class of people and the southern

farmer* BUTTRICK was at one time a teacher in the Commonwealth College at :

Mena, Arkansas* There is no indication that he was a member of the Communist *;

Party* BUTTRICK died at the Highlander Folk School in the early part of 1^1*2.

LBDN WILSON, librarian'at the Highlander" Folk School, -

although strongly backing the Highlander Folk School* s program, has never

been known to be a member of the Communist Party* WILSON recently expressed

himself as being a conscientious objector to the present war*

MART LAWRENCE, LOUISE PICHMAN and LOUISE CONKLING, office

secretaries from Duke University, Passer College and Overland College, respecti-

vely, have never been known to be members of the, Communist Party* Of these

three MARY LAWRENCE was by far the most militant and has been actively engaged

in many strikes in East Tennessee during one of which she was shot in the leg*

She was also an active participant in the sit-down strike which was held by the

wra. workers who were members of the Workers Alliance at Tracy City in February

of 1939. ••- ' -.:-, .- -.,>.-** >.i-' --.>^;'*
ZILPHIA HORTON, wife of MYLES HORTON, spends most of her

time in nursing schools and working with the women and children in Konteagle

-•w »«*»•
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and the surrounding community In helping them In handicraft and doing :V;

research in folklore, Her beliefs mostly parallel those of her husband/ *
- ^/..;. .

myles bobton. :
' ''

"

'
... /•*.- v v-.-^. :,:-.;„..

.

'->'.;:.'. *:..'. ';'."; '^/A^
m

\" ' /" "-... -•.., -"*'
to.'

^'.*\'}i-: .••i&T'iPi:

. .. ' .. ' ' »'.j* ,

".<.'*ii.:'>%*5>
'

CLAUDIA LEWIS, director of the Nursery Schoolj bas ^^^
never been known to be a member of the Communist Party. JAKE ALLEM, former 'I' .;...

secretary, Flint, Michigan, took a very small active part in the activities .

*;

of the school and was not believed to be connected with the Communist P*rtjjj*A*£

One of the most active members of the faculty in the 1930*9 was RAlPfc*'
;

;j'-'
v

TAFFERTELLER who was reported to be a militant strike agitator and leader* ."."

Other members of the faculty served at the school for brief periods of time>

consequently nothing was known about their activities, however, reports from

other Field Divisions indicate that they are Liberals but not known to be
Communists*

ii&BERS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD - ,*,-.-.";. ;.*-

'

" ...' — __,-.. ^ ,
" \vv -:. -> ,

*S/ "'''*'-v
;.

"'.'' •". ';-=<. * • : vi-v* \
The Executive Board of the Highlander Folk School for

,

the years 1939 and 19 1*0 was composed of AIBERT BARNETT, Professor of 01d;

Testament literature at Scarritt College; Miss LUCY RANDOLPH MASON, Southern
Publicity Representative of the CIO; EDWARD F» CALLAGHAN, Vice President of

the American Federation of Hosiery workers ; GEORGE TITLEl, Secretary, District

19, United Mine Workers; MAT LYNCH, Representative of the American Federation

of Hosiery Workers; ROY REYNOLDS, President of Chattanooga Printing Pressman

and Assistants Union; . ALTON UWREJCE, Southern Representative of Labors Non-
partisan League; PAUL CHRISTOPHER, Executive Secretary of the Tennessee State

Industrial Union Council; BERNARD BORAH, Southern Representative of the-.
:
.//,,. \rv

'.

Amalgamated Clothing -Workers of America. "._,.., '•'
- :[:

;.
r~ y

" ?

*

:

J
f
"*.

T
.-

:

.^ v;

;

r
;

r
;

..

;" Of these members only , ALTON LAWRERCE and BERNARD BORAH " *

*rere considered to be affiliated with Communist activities. BORAH left the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America t and became an organizer far the United

Mine Workers. In the recent break between JOHN L* LEWIS and the CIO, BORAH
forsook the United Mine Workers of America and is presently receiving in- .

structions for a commission in the U. S« Army*
.

\- . - '/

; ALTON LAWRENCE is now an organizer for the International
.

Union of Mill, Mine and Smelter Workers. LAWRENCE is a close associate of

ROBERT HALL, Secretary of the Communist Party for the State of Alabama, and ,; .

recently introduced Communist resolutions and tried to exert Communistic

influence at the State Convention of the Tennessee State Industrial Council

at "csphis# Tennessee.

8
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Recent additions to the Executive Council are JOK
T r>A-; V

DOBBS of the Chattanooga Central Labor Union, HOLLIS REtD, Legislative ., .. ^ ,.

Representative of the Railroad Brotherhood, LEWIS JONES of Jl«k nniverai^rj-rs!

GEORGE MAYHEW, Vanderbilt University, and F. C. PIEPER, LouisianaXID^r^y^
Regional Director, Of these additions JOE DOBBS has been reported;to .'bi ,.;"' ;(0
active in the Communist Party at Chattanooga for the past four or five ' V:r'r-;-

years while the others are known to be Liberals but not known to be connected
with the Communist Party*

SOURCE OF FUNDS

The school operates oh a budget of approximately \ '•"..•

$12,000 per year of which one-third comes from the bank account maintained

in the Amalgamated Bank of New York, the source of which is unknown but ..

believed to be from various benefits and concerts sponsored by the High*
lander Folk School in Washington and New Tork City. Another one-third is

derived from various foundations and prominent educators and political
leaders/among which are the W* C« "Whitney Foundation, Robert Marshal ; j

ition, John Hammond, WALTER TRAM., ELEANOR ROOSEVELT and MART CRANEjounc

The balance of the contributions comes from various Liberals, labor unions,
front organizations, and persons interested in labor* Most of these „/,.: .*. .;-

latter donations are of $10 or less* The total number of contributors
is approximately five hundred persons*,.. -%; .

,- .;, . ;• *.*•
• ^ .7-%.- .

.«>,„-* -.

INDICATIONS OF CG1&IUNIST INFLUENCE IN THE PROGRAM OF THE SCHOOL
;•- Ai^'

A study of the program of the Highlander Folk School .-^V 1

.

indicates that the school followed the Communist Party line to a certain

degree* The school was organized at a time when the Communists and Socialists
had a program for united front organizations for persons who were dis- , '..r.

*>-'.

satisfied with the country's political and economic conditions* At the '.*":?*:'

time that the Communist Party advocated the policy of the United Front ;
T
~=\-.

:

Program, it is impossible to determine how much influence the Party exerted
over the school*

. . •
"''•..

; ^ :v
:

*''..
;V\'

_.''" The members of the Highlander Folk School staff
' ;:

;Ww^ backed front organizations such as the Southern Conference for

Human Welfare and the Tennessee Conference for Democracy, and individual •-.--'*•

members were active in Labor's Non-Partisan League, Southern Negro Youth
Congress, and many other organizations* At this time the school was a
meeting place for various persons who were employed by the Tennessee Valley
Authority at Knoxville, Tennessee, and was frequently visited by such
well-known Communists as ROBERT HALL of Birmingham, Alabama, and TED WEUliAN
of Chattanooga, Tennessee* In Monteagle during this period there was formed
a Young Coicnunist League chapter*
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; ." ' WILLIAM MARLOW, an uneducated farmer in Montea£Le,\

Tennessee, -was an elector for EARL BBOWDER In the Presidential campaign
of 1936« The Workers Alliance was formed in Monteagle by the Highlander
Folk School and the militant strike policy advocated by the Communists > - .

V

for the purpose of organizing labor was adopted by the school* It was •-,

during this period that JAMES DOMBROWSKI and MILES HORTON were reported te v

have been seen with Toung Communist League cards in their possession and
to have made statements which would indicate their sympathy for the Russian
form of government. - - :

"' -:'; '-:._ -''f-
'

; -
.

' ' '' - '
' -:

:

- •
'-'•'"

' .-',' " v ~..i.

With the signing of the German-Russian Kon-Aggees*ion
Pact when the Communist Party line shifted from collective preparedness to
denouncing the war as imperialistic, there was little change in the program
-f the Highlander Folk School, JAMBS DOMBROWSKI, however, was reported to
have affiliated with the American League for Peace and Democracy, while .

''"?

MILES HORTON denounced the war as imperialistic. The school at the present
time is strongly backing the all-out war effort, but was not strongly ad-
vocating aid to Britian and Russia after the entry of Russia into the war
but before war was declared by the United States,

Literature received by and distributed by the High-
lander Folk School is a conglomeration of labor pamphlets and magazines, ,

*

Socialistic literature, and to some extent Communistic literature. The
Highlander Folk School has at no time passed out pamphlets of the Communist
* arty such as literature to free the Scottsboro Negroes, protested the - >.

-.

deportation of Bridges, free EARL BR0WDER, etc, but has contented itself- i
r-ith providing publications such as Soviet Power, Communist Manifesto, and "

*

3 iterature which presents the broad picture of Communism rather than the
^mailer turnings of the Communist Party line,'

V-

-: V.

ENDORSERS OF THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL . :•. N ;».'-: ":.' -y .??: /

The Highlander Folk School has been endorsed by Dr, :~r';:.'\:*:*

GEORGE S. CLUNTS, President of the American Federation of Teachers, JOHN t**v*:-
LEWIS, President of the United Mine Workers of America, JOHN DEWEY, MARK .

'

'';'],

SIaRR, Educational Director of the International Ladies' Garment Workers '•'-'^- y'&
Union, WILLIAM TURNBLA2ER, Chairman, Tennessee Industrial Union Council; '/. .-">

V resident of District 19, United Mine Workers, WILLIAM MITCH, Chairman,
M ibama Industrial Union Council; Southern Director, Steel Workers Organizing
n'~-ittee, EDWARD F. CALLAGHAN, Southern Director, American Federation of
Hosiery Workers, PAUL R. CHRISTOPHER, Secretary, Tennessee Industrial Union .

'

..

Council, R. C. THOMAS, International President, United Automobile Workers,;'"
N* A« ZONARICH, International President, Aluminum Workers of America,
PAUL RAGON, Chairman, Chattanooga Industrial Union Council; Representative,
SWjC, T. J. SMITH, Tennessee CIO Representative, W. H. CRAWFORD, Chairman,

10
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Birmingham Industrial Union Council, JOHN GREEN, National President, In-. . . :,/^^
dustrial Union of Marine L Shipbuilding Workers of America, GEORGE BAUJiKZ^v >-*

Executive Vice-President, Textile Workers Union of America, HERBERT W. PAYEE,
Director Rayon Division, Textile Workers Union of America, FRANZ DANIELS,
National Organiser, Amalgamated Clothing Workers, PHILIP VAN GELDER, Secretary,
Industrial Union of Marine & Shipbuilding Workers, FRANK ROSBBLUM, Vice^ ; . /vL\

President, CIO; Organisational Director, ACWA, F* C. PIEPER, Regional tj& Wrjjfc'v.

Director, New Orleans, JOHN J. SCHULTER, Southern Director, United Retail IT ;

Wholesale Bnployees, REIL ROBINSON, President, Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers, r ;

E. L. SANDEFUR, N. C. & S. C. Director, CIO, NORMAN 0. TWIST, International'

.

Representative, United Retail & Wholesale Employees, SHERMAN DALEIMPIS, -

National President, United Rubber Workers of America. -......-

At a Highlander Folk School benefit given on December
£
j ^?!+0, the following -prominent persons were listed as sponsors: Miss MARX

ANDERSON, Secretary and Mrs* HAROLD ICKES, Hon* and Mrs. BENHAM BAISflN, :-- :

Dr. MORDECAI JOHNSON, Justice and Mrs. HUGO BLACK, Miss KATHRIN LEWIS, Mr.
and Mrs. JOHN CAHMODI, Mrs. HOWELL MOOREHEAD, Hon. and Mrs. JOHN COFFEE, 'Mr.
and Mrs. DUNCAN PHILLIPS, Hon. and Mrs. JOHN COLLIER, Mr. and Mrs. GIFFDHD .

FIKCHOT, Miss HARRIET ELLIOTT, Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Hon. and Mrs. LEE
\ GEYER, Miss HILDA SMITH, Hon. and Mrs. LEON HENDERSON, Mr. and Mrs. L. CORRIN
\bIitGNG, Mr. SIDNEX HTT.T.MAN, Dr. and Mrs. JOHN STUDEBAKER, Secretary and Mrs.
CtyiDELL HULL, Hon. and Mrs. JERRY VOORHIS.

*~*'=:is

\'
\

At a concert by PAUL RC8ES0N presented at Riverside .;

Stadium, Washington, D. C. on May 10, 19^2, the following were listed as

sponsors for the concertt Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Mrs. AGNES H. STQNE,-v..

*:.;stice and Mrs. STANLEY F. REED, Mrs. HUGO L. BLACK, Mrs. FRANCIS BIDDLE, *

Senator ABE MURDOCK, Mr. and Mrs. EDWARD KEATING, Mr. JAMES B. CAREY, Mr. .<*£

and Mrs. GIFFDRD PINCHOT, Mr. CLARENCE PICKETT, Mr. FRED S, WALKER, Dr. FRANK
P. GRAHAM, Mr. and Mrs. GERARD D. REILLY, Mr. MAURY MAVERICK, Mr. WALTER , f

rHJCE HOWE, Hon. THOMAS H. ELLIOT, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. FTLLMAN,.Mrs, MARY
'

^Li£D BETHUNE, Mrs. GANSON PURCELL, Mrs. CLARK FOREMAN, Mrs. CHARLES EDKARD
RHETTS, Mr. and Mrs. CLIFFORD J. DURR, Mr. and Mrs, DAVID R. WILLIAMS, Hon.
J. WARREN MADDEN, Mr. TELFORD TAYLOR, Lieut. BARRY BINGHAM, Mr. DAVID E. vv
LIL1ENTHAL, Miss HILDA SMITH, Mrs. DECCA ROMMILY, and Mr.* and Mrs. MICHAEL;,
i'JHAIGHT. -.'

'

^;*1V (?irsioN
ft".-"

,*''' "..-

' « "S *
> r

A review of the Highlander Folk School file indicates
that the school has deviated little from its main program to educate and ,,,.

train labor representatives for labor organizing positions and to aid labor
- :\;anizations in an educational program whenever the school has been called
-anon to do so, the main front organization backed by the school being the
Southern Conference for Human Welfare.

11
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To raise funds for the School JAMES DOMBROWSKI and V**r?

IfYLES HORTON have spent a great deal of time in the north trying to enlist ys :
,v,

the aid of prominent educators and political figures. The school has also $••'';•

presented community programs and benefits in Uonteagle in an affort to i:
-T$*'.-

'"?

gain the support of the local citizens as well as to educate the persons 4 .:/,.*

in the surrounding community 9 Although the school has been branded by "£'''""
'-£S£.

many as Communistic, there is very little Indication of Communistic in*v\"
r

;Y-

fluence while there is abundant indications that the school, is liberal (• -J- ;

and radical and, therefore, opposed by Conservatives. -..:>",/""
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From^ 3 . Edgar Hoover - Director, federal Bureau of Jnyes^tife^;
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Summer Session of Highlander Folk Softool,

Monteagle, Tennessee, held from |t3-o2 to

9-13-U2, under direction of uyi£a*R0RT0N.

Attended by 1$ students, representing tobacco,

sugar, textile and automobile industries,

program of school consisted principally of

discussions of union organization, racial

problems in South, and labor problems. Names _.

of attending students, visitors and faculty .*
-.'

set out. JAME^jftoMBROWSKI, President, present!^ £
under leave of absence to serve as executive

secretary of the Southern Conference for Human

Welfare. ^ ,Np0RMAT ,0N CONTAINED
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__^_^_^_ there were several small
scupied by students and faculty members, as well as a community lodge,

,

which contained a dining room for the students and faculty of the school*

During the first week, there was very little activity at the school, due to
the disappointing attendance, and late arrival of several of the students, as

well as late arrival of several of the faculty members, who were allegedly
attending a CIO Union Convention held in Chicago, Illinois

*

i

Each student attending Highlander was assigned certain duties
which he was to r*>rfrvm panh riav in ™nnAn-M nr\ with the operation of the schools

Various entertainments were held during the week, such as

theater parties, folk dances, etc., held in the community house each night,
with Russian music being playod almost exclusively. fl^HHpobserve^ that
the policy of free love was a fully accepted doctrine at Highlander.

Prior to enrollment at Highlander Folk School, flHHHMlP
4HH^HIM through circulars and literature furnished by the school, that

regular classes would be held at the school, dealing with union problems,
economics, parliamentary law, and labor. However, no regularly scheduled
classes were held, and only a few lectures were given by MARY LAURENCE, LTLES
NORTON and lEONaTILSON, at irregular intervals. The few invited speakers
t hat visited tha school also contributed three or four lectures. ^H^Hl^P
^H Bpthat not more than six lectures were held during the entire

school session by the regular faculty at Highlander, these being held in the
evenings and were in the form of a general assembly. The lectures that were
delivered covered general discussion of union organizations, the racial prob-
lem in the South, labor problems in strikes. In connection with the racial
problem, it is interesting to note that lirs. VIHGIfJltfptftfR, sister-in-law of
Associate Justice BLACK of the United States Supremo^Court, spent two weeks
at the school, in the interest of furthering and promoting the school's in-
terest in the racial problem throughout the South.

Several round table discussions were held from time to time,,

dealing with union problems, in which each student was called upon to
cuss the labor situation in his or her particular locality or plant,

strike tactics were dealt with.

HORTOH mentioned the fact that the CIO had finally licked «BOSS'jj^C>tfJMP and
the Memphis situation, and now the Memphis Police Departmen1T

,

was/1ffraid to /
interfere; that CIO organizers in Memphis now have a free rein/ In this case,

it was also noted in the Ninth .Annual Report of the Highlander Folk School,

for the year l°lil, an excerpt read as follows: / /

X /
- 2 -
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"MEMPHIS

Memphis, Tennessee, long a black page in labor's book,
is another southern city where th« workers are flocking into
unions, after years of courageous struggle against a corrupt
city administration dominated by boss Ed Crump. For years
it was almost a certainty that any CIO organizer entering the
city would be beaten unmercifully if not killed. The right
to organize has not been completely established as yet, but
labor has made great strides, and there is the beginning of a *

"

vigorous and strong movement, Tith thousands of new workers
coming into the unions, almost all of then with no previous
experience in the labor movement, the need for an educational
program was obvious. The organizers had talked with Highlander
for sometime about an extension program; plans were made with
the assistance of pauljfchristopher, Executive Secretary of the
Tennessee Industrial Ur^Lon Council and member of Highlander
executive council. Yfith the enthusiastic support of Hichard
Devorall, educational director of the United Auto 7/orkers Union,
the program was launched at the southwidc UitT-CIO educational
conference in Memphis in October. KarrgL&asker, ot the High-
lander staff, was placed in charge." 7

The aforementioned Ninth Annual Heport is being retained in
+ v-e files of this office.

The following invited speakers delivering lectures during the
Summer Session were?

TI^ORllpUDlXr, "Jar Labor Board, TTashington, D. C,
who delivered one lecture of unionism and functions
of War: Dabor Board. According to I I he appeared

~^S'
/
lJ^>

to be very pro-CIO in his attitude.

A. J.KOODRICK, Federal Conciliator, Washington, D. C,
who delivered one lecture on the Federal Conciliation
Service.

T/ILLIA!;XEAVES, Regional Director of Vtege and Hour Division
of the pnited States Department of Labor, Nashville, Ten-
nessee, delivered a lecture on the T7age and Hour Act, said

lecture being confined strictly to the act, with no exhib-
ition of partiality regarding unions.

Although there was never any audible mention made of Communism,
the discussions held by the faculty were 100 per cent in accord with the "all
cut aid" to Russia, strongly favoring the establishment of a Second Front, and

r:-r/irding labor unions, were in accord with the CIO; however, upon the* arrival..
V v
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of representatives of the AF of L, from Louisville , the discussions thereafter

were confined to labor union in general* fllHHHHHMI the Daily porker
is a publication regularly received In ilontuagle, at the Highlander Folk School..

^BBI^^^HHVKniES HORTON exhibited much interest in the
aircraft industry and stated that he v/as anxious to organize the aircraft work-
ers in the Fisher Aircraft

During discussion of racial problems,SB was given
the assignment, upon the completion of the Summer Session at? Highlander, to
go to Bessemer, Alabama, and interview the negro victims of x.he alleged race
riot at Bessemer, obtaining signed statements and affidavits, which would
then be forwarded to the white House by the Highlander Folk School,

^§^1 VIRGINIA DURR, upon her visit to Highlander,
seemed to be greatly interested in the poll tax bill which was pending in
Congress at that time, and, as a matter of fajt, stated that she had prior
to her visit been in Washington lobbying for this particular bill. A further
identification of VIRGINIA DURR is the fact that she is the wife of JLISFQfiB
22, Federal Communications Commission, Washington, D. C. VIRGINIA DURR

,ook no part in the assemblies or classes at the school, but attended the
executive cci icil meetings at the school, which was not open to the student
body. JAIIES^ X^KBROTSKI, Executive Secretary of the Snirt.hftna-Conferenr.a for
Human Welfare

, miHSjCQilSg, E£fi£S££0£ at Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee,

HOLLISJREID, .egislaflive "chairman of the Firemen and Engineers '6f Railroad
Brotherhood of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, were among those attending the
executive council meeting. In this connection, it might be noted that HOLLIS
REID was reported to be the newly elected member of the executive board at
Highlander.

(BIIBP^AJttTr 'ATKINS, former United Mine Workers or-
ganizer, an alleged Communist now stationed- at Camp Forrest, Tullahoma, Ten-
nessee, spends a great many of his weekend furloughs at Highlander, and on
many occasions brings another soldier with him. It was understood that T7AT-

KIMS had engaged in an argument with an officer at Camp Forrest, regarding
the use of tear gas in labor strikes, stating that 'the felt it was unfair to
permit the use of tear gas in labor strikes'1

, and as a fesult of the"' argu-
ment, was detailed to KP duty.
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Rev* OTENjf/HITFIELD, alleged Communist and negro preacher, from

Kirksvllie, Missouri, vral scheduled to lecture at the school, but for acme

reason was unable to kee$ the engagement. Dr. FLamJGifrALIES, Dean of Theol-

ogy at Sewanee University, was a dinner guest on one occasion at Highlander,

and^g^BBB^^at one time acted as arbitrator between Highlander Folk

Schoo^indtheGrundy County Crusaders in stopping an altercation in which

the Grundy County Crusaders were reported to be planning a march against

Highlander,

tthe library material at Highlander, which is

made available tothestudent group, sponsors the doctrine of Communism, and

a large portion of the material is extremely liberal in substance,^(P the school is apparently very short of funds

at the present time, as reflected by MYLES HORTON's constant attempts to re-

duce the operating expenses, and by the fact that the food rations were cut

short during the last week of the school.

The following is a list of students v/ho attended the Sumner

Session at High! ander^^^^HHH| including their home addresses and the

union or industry which they represented: \
NAME HOLE ADDPESS UNION OR INDUSTRY

P-

iN*i-,

f^l

United Auto 7orkers

Sugar Worker

Su^ar Torker

AF of L Tobacco Worker,

Bro\vn and *7illiaTnson.

Tobacco

Tobacco-

Tobacco

-5-
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NAHE HOME ADDRESS

A

1

UNION OR INDUSTRY
'Mi

Teaches, Negro Grainaar School

Textile Workers Union

Brown & Williamson, AF of L,

Tobacco worker,

Tobaccb

Sugar Worker Union Organizer

professor from Black
Mountain College, Black
Mountain, North Carolina

AF of L

ina M

/
Axton - Fischer Tobacco Co.

AF of L.

The folloiTing ic a list of some of the alumni of the High-

lander Folk School,, including a report on their present employment and activ-

ity in union work,.- this being taken from the Ninth Annual Report of the High-

lander Folk School for the year 19l*l:

/Edjblair is now representative of the ipalgaraatod Clothing

Workers pi America in North Carolina,

the Lime
J. D,^r
ime, J^p

radford was elected International Vice-president of

sum and Cement 7"orkers of the ,\. F. of L.

llaxtonTChampion was put in charge of work with Trade; Unions

in Atlanta for the TPA Workers' Service Program.

Yttlliamfgillis helped negotiate a contract for textile mill

workers Were he is employed at High Point, N. C.

rice

BottycYcjoldstein helped in organizational campaign of main-

tenancc workers at Smith College s

-6 -
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{Green taught workers' education classes during a strike

of hosiery (workers, New Orleans, and is now a CIO organizer.
Alvxijt c-3

isieryfwc

.eafo
', fenc

Charlea Handy is active in the Washington committee of

Highlander, fend has completed his law studies.

DillardJKing was work supervisor for the summer work camp*

Federal

vd.ll

tTattf^ynch is in charge of organization for the American
itioft oi" Hosiery Workers, Tri-State Area.

Durwardfl'cDaniel was elected to the Highlander staff and
serve a* jflxecutive Secretary for the school.

DonJMcKee represented the Indus-trial Leader at the national
ivon

rtinyi
irojh

CIO convention.

HartinV Knowlton received the Croix de Guerre for bravery
is an ambulance driver in Syria and Africa.under fi

France
local, Char

M Moser was
Idtte, H* C.

3 elected chairman of her hosiery workers

S&rneyjfyorcl ' is a meir-ber of the CIO staff ana gives half
his tine to the educational vrozran in New Orleans, part of
Highlander's extension service*

BerniySchnii'
,eel work*i*s ot \

id edits a live!

^Schmidt has been active in educational work among the
steel workers oi Cincinnati. He is secretary of his SHTOC local
and edits a lively little shop paper. Bernie originated the idea
of the Friends of Highlander membership cards to be sold by the
alumni' for $1.00 as a means of raising scholarship funds.

; Theolvanlandingham was elected secretary of his Ford local
in Mcmphili, ancTcKaiman of the Industrial Union Council.

local"
!. R.fcjTatters has been elected recording secretary of his
of the Mine, }{j{ill and Smelter Workers, Desjemer, Alabarar,

Pau3fl\?irin is now j

TJorkers local, Iyles, 1

president of his Mine, Mill and Swelter
Tennessee.

Bnilfclllimetz is on the CIO Staff under Paul Christopher,
of the Tennessee "S^ate Industrial Union Council, and editor of
the Tennessee CIO paper ."

- 7 -
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who lTTcnbwn to~~be opposed loCont-
munism advised upon contact that he had consented to lecture on one occasion
at the Highlander Folk School during the Sunkaer Session, on the Wage and Hour
Act; that it was the policy of the Department of. Labor to interpret the "Jage

and Hour Act to a labor group whenever possible, and he knew that refusal
on his part, to address the group at Highlander would.be "played up" by the
school. ^B^stateci that he was acquainted with KYLES HORTON, present pres-
ident of the school, and JAK5S DOMBRCtfSKI, former president, and presently
rServing as executive secretary for the Southern Conference for Human Welfare,

I with headquarters at Room 506 and £0?, Presbyterian Building, Nashville, Ten-
I nessee. He believes both ol then to be extreme liberals and entirely in eym-
I pathy with Communism; however, he doubts whether either of them are card bear-
• ing members of the Communist party, inasmuch as both HOHTON and DQUBROiTSKI
(probably feel they have more to gain in their respective fiolds by remaining
las fellow travelers instead of maintaining card bearing relationship with the
[Communist party.

JAMES DOIIBRO'VSKI presently maintains residence at the Noel
'Totel, Nashville, Tennessee, and has recently gone tc "Washington, D. C« and
lew York in an attempt to raise additional funds for the Southern Conference
for Human -Telfare. No further information is being set forth in this report
regarding DOIH3R07&KI inasmuch as his activities are being covered in a Sep*
prate case entitled "Southern Conference for Human Welfare", File 100-92, and
an individual file on JJttffiS DOHBR&TSKI, Internal Security - C, Memphis File
100-1293.

Reference report contains a lead to contact Rev. J01U1 C*JSCR
ITethodist Minister, 1203 Birds all Street, Old Hickory, Tennessee, concerning
the signed statements he is reported to have concerning the Highlander Folk
School. Rev, ETCSOR was contacted by Special Agent fl|H|p in an ef-

fort to obtain these 36 affidavits, and it was learned that they are presently

in the poasee?ion ox the chief attorney for the leading coal mine company in

Tracy City, Tennessee. Rev. ENSOR was unable to furnish either the name of

tho company or the name of the attorney; howevor, it is believed that they

can be obtained from this information. He indicated that these affidavits

included photographic copies of cancelled checks mailed to Highlander Folk

.school from Russia, and one check from ADOLF HITLER in Germany.

JAMES HARDIN, Secretary to Governor PREtfflCB COOPER, was con-

tacted regarding the file compiled by the committee of American Legion for

tho State of Tennessee, alleged to have been placed in the custody of the Gov-

ernor. HARDIN stated that this file was not presently in the custody of the

- 8 -
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governor's office, but that he would make an attempt to locate it and would
immediately advise the writer upon locating the same. He further advised
that the file had not been kept up to date, and probably contained very lit-
tle information subsequent to 1°38»

i"7P The following list
faculty of the Highlander Folk School:

'sets forth the

-'
i

IttLES HORTON, President

DUH7ARD McDANIEL, Executive Secretary

LOUISEjfecDUIIBL, Secretary

mary la/ken^e

iiaruJstejizel

LOON "7ILS0N, Propaganda

ELIZABJ^h/tURNER, Librarian -_

OLIVEICLACE, Assistant Librarian, 2323 Fortieth Place, m,
T TTarhington, D. C*

CAROLMiTNXLESTSI!\

VJILLIAli ELKUS, Research

. Visitors at the Highlander Folk School,
set out below;

ys>

VIRGINIA DURR, Ale:candria, Virginia (visitor for two weeks)

ALEXANEEJlfaEID, River Road, Rumfcon, N. J» (Professor at
* Black Mountain College, 3lack Mountain, N. C.)

G. BEHARLCEE, Jr. Route 1, Box 1^2, Tracy City.. Tenn.

".AITS^ImCRTON, Louisville, Kentucky

LEOTURIjjLoRING, CIO Organizer, Chicago," Illinois,

DILLI_\RDiklNG f Monteagle, Tennessee

ERJION F]LJOHNSON, Carondelet Branch, YMCA, St. Louis, Uisso'iri.

- 9 -
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Dr. FL2LTING JAKES, Dean from Setranee University,

Sewannee, Tennessee

H0LLI5 REID, Memphis, Tennessee

>f
1'LUCYjpl<kSON, Yv?CA, Atlanta. Georgia (Public Relations Director

for CIO)

L3.7IS JONES (Negro), Fisk University, .Nashville, Tenn.

JATfflS DOI-.3?wO"S:'I, Executive Secretary, Southern Conference
for Human Welfare, 506,7 Presbyterian
Building, Nashville, Tennessee

MARTY TATKI^S, Private, Camp Forrest. Tullahoma, Tennessee,'
- (Former CIO organizer)

i

effect that
the National Sponsoring Committee" headed by j.jrs. EIX^OFjptOOSSVELT. is join-
ing the Executive Council and Staff of the Highlander Foil School in issuing
invitations to the 10th Anniversary Celebration, to be held Sunday, October

2p, 19U2; fct the Highlander Folk School, l?onteagle, Tennessee. This celebra-
tion vvixlj include an address, "Unifying tn« Home Front for Victory1

,' as vr^ll

as music,' games and a barbecue, acco^dinj to the invitation, aid vrlll be an

fe

*&:-&

The National Sponsoring Committee is listed as follows, as set

out on the reverse side of the invitation to this celebration:

Krs. ELEANOR RO0S37SLT

Ilrs. HUG0|3LACK

Vjts. KAKY T.IT703T3N, Comnittee on Labor, House of ..

t
P Representatives

x

?!iss HILD^iSIITTH, Consultant in Labor Education,

^ Federal 'Tories Agency

Senator MTJEIT DJTI'GSLIS

CLIFFORD DURR, Federal Communications Commission

VIRGINIA DURR, National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax

?.0CG^pALET7IJ^ American Civil Liberties Union

JAiES B^cIrEY, Secretary, CIO '

- 10 -



r> '"0

A
-

1

i

.•>•*

Mrs. ETHEL "%LYDE

WILLIAM F.^OCHRAN

GEORGEW-TWTARDS, Detroit City Council

Mrs, EDITT4FIELD

Dr. GEORGEJGUEST, Past PreB. Society for Pediatric Research

Mrs. HARRY LuJpRSHON

M pIgRAHAM *
.

A. D.ijOJO^SCTI, Pres. Antioch College

Dr. LILIAN w.^OHHSOB

CHARLE^/jOHNSON, Fisk University

MARGARETilAUONT

GBORGabMARSHALL, National Federation i-.>r Constitutional

X Liberties

Mrs. GEORGeVaRSHMa

GEORGE nXsAYH-SCT, Vanderbilt University

7fIUlA)pFA?tUND, Editor, Child Life

CARETWaiXIAUS

LUCY SPRAGOTJ.JTCHELL, Ttank Street School

REBIH0L1V&IEBUHR, Union Theological Seminary

JAHS^S G.JpATTON, Pres. National Farmers Union

MICHAEfcJ^TRAIGHT

ALVA ^.TAYLOR

Mrs. HELEN 7kWILSON

- 11 -



c
r ' "» h III

I
o

-<?

tan

The Executive Council of the Hi#ilander Folk School, as listed

on the aforementioned invitation is as follows: v

BERNARDJBORAH, Nat. Council Gas, Coke & Chemical Workers («) ..

ED7ARD S.IC/lLLaGHAN, Vice-pres. & Southern Director AFHW

PAUL R» ClilSTOFHER, Pres. Tennessee State IUC-CIO

WILLIiil! K Jfc?^vFCRD, Dist. Dir. United Steelworkers of .America

JOSjboBDS; Chai
V

Chairman Organizing Committee, Chattanooga
Central Labor Union

LS7IS J0K=3tj. Fi3k University

M'iTTf LYNCH, .fid -State Director AFHW

;XT0]J1L^?HSNCE, P.tgional Director IU*:3I?cS!7-CID

LUCY R'^DOLPIlTsiiSON, Fablic relations Rep, CIO!
)fe

GBORG^Vll fiHM
5
Vandorb lit University

FR3D cJfpEIPER, Repir.n:\l CIO Director, Ksw Orloans

T
HOLLIS REID, Lesisl'at ivfi Rftp, Railroad Brotherhoods

(*) in the Army.

A copy of this invitation is being retained in the file of the

Memphis Field Division.

SI

- P E N D I N
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Report of Special Agent
Memphis, Tennessee, 10-2

rV
An<^

Re j HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
HJTERmi SECURITY- C

UNDEVELOPED I£ADS

;'J

THE MEMPHIS FIELD DIVISION

AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE \

# "Will conduct investigation to ascertain if fcr. J\LBERTTOAR-

NETT, Professor of Theology, Scarritt College, and Dr. C^RGEftLYXHECT,. Brofes-
sor of Religion, Vanderbilt Ur.-iversity, who are members of thj Executive Com*-

mittee of the Highlander Fell: School are engaged in any Communistic activities t

Will recn.thcb J,U!ESKhARDIN, Secretary to the Governor, rela-
tive to the file regarding Highlander! Folk School, compiled by the Committee

of the American Legion for the State of Tennessee,

AT BEMHir.i, TESNESSE3

he may have concerning the Highlander Folk School, and his present relation-
ship with the school.

- PENDING-

-13 -
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AR HOOVER
tECTOR

alo'd

**r£»rral Slurcau nf Sttupsttgatton

Hnttr& *tatcB Srpartment of duBtxc*

Sfaaljtngton, 33. CL

Date: October 27, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MUMForfb '

U

CC-287

i-

<y

KE* HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

Mr. ToIpoh
''lfcr. E.A. Timm
Mr. Clegg

Mr. GUvin "~ ~Tsr*
Mr. L«dd

Mr. Nicho •

Mr. Roten

Mr. Tr»cy
Mr. Cftrion

Mr. Coffee

Mr. Hendoa
Mr. Kramer
Mr. MeGuire
Mr. Harbo !

Mr. Quinn T*mm
Tele. Rooa

Mr. Nease

i

Milt Beahm
Mies Gandy

*-';-*;

X

Attached hereto Is photostatic material concern-
ing the captioned matter obtained by the Washington Field
Office from the files of walter^Steele of the^National
Republic Magazine. This material was made available gratu-
itously by Mr. Steele and was forwarded to the Bureau by
letter from the Washington Field Office dated August 27.
1942.

6 "

Kespectfully,

K. R. Mclntire

1/ -', C

**2 :noR>-

4i m.

SjewWifaan—

iSnclosurea

a»^w^ 1*-
«

T7/.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS}

C
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

\ DATEu^/£LBY
"

.t,2
*» 0C1 28 .'J

r
.2
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MGIIUMEIl FOLK SCHOOL, COME OF

\U IK TIME OF WORLD CRISIS,

WILL HELP WITH IICIEASIIG EFFECT

^31

These Friends Join with the School in Calling Your Attention to a Program for

Democracy Which is Hastening the Winning of the War and Making Greater

the Likelihood of a Just and Lasting Peace

r

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

Mrs. Hugo Black

Mrs. Mary T. Norton
Chairman, Committee on Labor,

House of Representatives

Miss Hilda Smith
Consultant on Labor Education,

Federal Works Agency

Elbert D. Thomas
Chairman, Committee on Education and Labor,

LI. S. Senate

Clifford Durr
Federal Communications Commission

Virginia Durr
National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax

Roger Baldwin
American Civil Liberties Union

James B. Carey
Secretary, C. I. O.

Mrs. Ethel Clyde, Huntington, New York

William F. Cochran, Baltimore

George Edwards
Member City Council, Detroit

Mrs. Edith Field, New York City

Dr. George Guest
Past President, Society for Pediatric Research

Mary

Mrs. Harry M. Gershon, Atlanta

Frank P. Graham
President, University of North Carolina

A. D. Henderson
President, Antioch College

Dr. Lilian W. Johnson, Memphis

Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University

Margaret Lamont, New York City

George Marshall
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties

Mrs. George Marshall

Wilma McFarland
Editor, CHILD LIFE

Carey McWilliams
Chief, Division of Immigration and Housing,

California

Lucy Sprague Mitchell .

Bank Sueet School

Reinhold/Neibuhr
Union Theological Seminary

JamexG. Patton
rodent, National Farmers Union

Michael/Straight, Washington

Alva W. Taylor, Nashville

Mrs. Helen W. Wilson, Bethesda, MJ.

c
"7

i
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J I y4 j t-iekJ programs in New Orleans, Memphis, Clinton, Tennessee. • Staff teachers are discus-

8 sion leaders in United Auto Workers' first southern educational conference. • Traveling library

circulates a thousand books in Grundy County.

1 942 Trnrd and fourth Junior Union Camps for children of rural and industrial workers. • Pub-

lication of "UNDERSTANDING UNIONISM" an analysis of year long field program in New

Orleans. • Founding of research department to service organizers, unions, Highlander alumni.

• Completion of 18th regular residence term hi union students.

v

lillillLIUITS OF TEX TE.1I1S IN THE JEIV INDUSTRIAL SOCTH fe

1932 '^hool opens its doors in November on 40-acre mountain farm. • Classes are held for j£h

people oi Summerfield community. • Beginning of ten-year program in home area. v.\."

1933 First series of annual residence terms for union leaders. • Field program begins with

afsistance to striking coal miners at Wilder, Tennessee.

v*v./\$34 Library begin? sending packages of books to union halls. • Field program in Knoxville.

&. / i Founding meeting of FELLOWSHIP OF SOUTHERN CHURCHMEN held at school.

1935 $ta ff anc^ students tour southern cities with program of labor plays, puppets, songs. •
— ALL-SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR CIVIL AND TRADE UNION RIGHTS held at

school: first conference of the kind in the south. • Cooperative farm garden and cannery begun in

Cw:i.:....::ity. • Study groups in Chattanooga for hosiery and textile workers.

1936 TVA outlines reforestation plan for school. • School broadcasts to England, via BBC,

program of ballads, workers' songs, stories, dances.

1937 Making of "PEOPLE OF THE CUMBERLANDS," film on the work of the school.

• Staff menibcis loaned for textile and shirt'workers organising drive.

1938 **)rsi annual work camp for college students, conducted jointly with Friends Service Corn-

micree: community improvement work combined with study of the south. • School organizes

Grundy County Political Conference, which succeeds in electing labor candidates. • School assists

in setting up the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE.

1939 F'r5t °^ yearly workshops for student writers, to focus creative talent on southern problems.

* Mu&ic director edits "LABOR SONGS" for Textile Workers and leads mass singing at union's

national convention. • Anti-poll tax case started in name of Henry Pirtlc of Grundy County.

1 940 Mr-- Roosevelt meets with staff and students at Chattanooga and gives annual scholarship at

1 school for worker student. • Summer work camp builds pottery kiln for Summerfield Cooperative.

* • Workers' education conference held for Business and Professional, and Industrial Y. W. C. A.

* Secretaries.
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© AN UP AND COMING DEMOCRACY is not possible with only supine, uncritical carrying out

of orders -from above; a democracy demands full awareness from all people concerned and full exer-

cise, by all, of the rights of citizenship. Willingness for sacrifice will be common only if there is

common confidence that the benefits of the future will not be restricted. Realistic education of

group leaders will produce intelligent, responsible group action. Therein is assured democracy's

preservation and growth.

© For ten years HIGH LANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tennessee, has been carrying on a

training program for leaders that has tangibly extended economic and political democracy in the

south. Today that program is increasing the yield of the soutrTs production lines, clarifying the war

reasons and objectives, making more certain the creation of a better future for the common man.

# FROM THE VERY BEGINNING the school teaching was limited to the immediate need* and

interests of the students.

<. > discussion class in child psychology grew out of problems facing community parents.

A class in cultural geography came from informal'inspection of some European snapshots: the

Tennessee mountain folk, many of them rare travelers even to so near a city as Chattanooga, found

their own customs and conditions full of meaning when contrasted with those of foreign peoples.

P*' :-.;ssion of the Presidential election paved the way for a class in political analysis, with study

of the pf.ill tax as it affected class members, the south, the nation.

Teachers and students traveled to observe first hand a bitter strike m the coal fields.

The handcrafts native to the region were revived and stimulated: cha*r making, whittling, pot-

;itv, 4 uilt making. A cooperative farm garden was started. Unions were formed among the timber

cuitc- and mad workers. The workers studied the principles and techniques of unionism, learned

oi their opportunities and rights restored by the New Deal. Education for use, for action.

© THE SCHOOL HAD A HARD BEGINNING. Gradually, through the efforts of Reinhold Nei-

huhr. Aha Taylor, Sherwood Eddy,. Frank Graham, people began to hear of it. Financial sapper*

increased until contributions were

ji.-ming from all over the country.

Some were large; most small— a

,_k !\ -. five, ten, twenty. The school

..,.;.,. : hen, and has continued to be,

i.a ,n Live expression of its contrib-

utors' creative ideals.

"One of the most important so-

cial- educational projects in America,"

wn fte John Dewey.

Walter Rautenstrauch, noted in-

uu.:-irjaj engineer: "J have found two



>.»Vr';'. -T; k» i.'ii V'.m.-., «.y-".'i'

o
factors working for advancement in

the Tennessee Valley area . . .

through the TVA this section's phys'

ical capital is being developed; the

Highlander Folk School is building up

the social capital. The educational

movements of the Government and of

the Highlander Folk School are laying

the foundation for a higher type of

civilization and a greater culture than

this nation has ever seen."

Q THE SuHuOL S WORK in its home community gave it a lasting relationship with the people.

The rapid expansion of the southern labor movement took staff members into the field as teachers

;ind organizers. Students continued to come for training periods of two, four, six weeks. But now,

between these sessions, the school sent its teachers, books, and charts to Knoxville, Louisville, Mem'
phis, Alcoa, New Orleans.

These field programs meant a tremendous increase in students. Last year, for example, 475
y-.'-i i

T ig men and women were enrolled in Highlander classes. Ninety'three per cent were active union
,. .-..:,.,,.-. presidents, stewards, committeemen, secretaries, business agents, organizers. Today High'

lender alumni are to be found everywhere in the south's industrial war effort—-key fighters not only

. . \_ i.-..ii;^ L,r production now, but in the long term movement toward a more perfect industrial

Jcmocrary.

*• MIGHLAKDER FOLK SCHOOL and >« NATIONAL SPONSORING COMMITTEE fed that

:'" "ve achievement of age is not important. There is constantly increasing demand for the sen"

.a= \v;-,ich the school is uniquely equipped to render.' Ten years of experiment have proved the

•-• '"
;
c nf l! .. •"ethods, the certainty of results. Ten years of activity have brought wide endorse

;. '-r:. ,in.
J

yi import in iH brarch"? of labor. Highlander faces today and tomorrow hopefully, confident

•-ncram is more thar/t .-«.i' . ontial. At present it cannot meet the growing demands of the

.... T.u.. more funds. Will you help the school with your moral and financial support?

.«.''.;.; join the liheraltninded citizetu above in supporting one of Americas most important

[cash donation)'"'''"» f for democratic education. Please accept my

\^ I'ietise send me further information about the school Q
i

' 'v*r«: Address-. ..

\pledge

uwt»uo

)
of $

i Cttv and State «"!?/ ^ "*«« * ; jJL -rt*«VW

Mail to
c
?ilphja^otton. Treasurer, Highlander FoLK-ScpooiJ \ Jfl\i

*' * llUt '-> 'McW+BAgle, Tennessee |ft 4 \U* *

Q3AI3?3«

iBW3°*
V** _J
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Ds*r Sir

I

i* ^
ftaiij ref*r to my lotter of OetoW 38.

1943, and odrite or return a*U «he« action you fa*»«
t*k«n In coapllans* vith «jr rogues to oont&it** there-
in,

Touro truly,

r

*
John B£c<*r Hooter

35lr «otor

T

<:. J.'. I Ct>__

' ( : * r t o 5._

•'•* Kramer

niJL*;^.

i'/l.'L J.iliL «? f l\ts",il.ATI*.N

> p;: I arcrn rf-

iauy_
' fj?.t; 1 v

:

m.T,n. wjma of fM^T;a«iG« !

'
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AUTOMATION CONTAINED
' '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FILE NO. 61-34Form No. 1 ^^
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KltOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

£*:

'4§

REPORT MADE AT

ISlsPrlS, TENNESSEE

OATEWHEN MADE

12-3-42

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MAYHICH MADE ^
10-31-42

11-18 ,21,25-43

QlGI-ILAKDER FOLK SCHOOL

REPORT MADE BY Zl^-
KLV

CHARACTER Or CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

^"7C-

... , ^ / -

Investigation at Nashville, Tennessee, fails to

reflect any indication of Ccarnunistj^_acjtiyities or

sympathies
j
on the part Of J J or

~ — -
AmericanLe£ion file on subject

organizationi^reported to have-been lost. Very

little activity reported at the Tenth Anniversary.

celebration of Highlander Folk School, held at Monteazle,

Tennessee, on October 25, 1942. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

rT]
, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

}':eport of Special Acent
October 22, 19-42, at Memphis, Tennessee

Letter from the Kno;:ville Field Division to Ifemplis

Field Division, dated November 26, 1942

rUKMAIIUINUUmttlNLU

V IS UNCLASSIFIED ^

iUVViILS: AT NASHVILLE, TRESES

4lP l.liose identity has been

^:'*ev?.o"j.clv na^.e hnann_uO on

-k-,^^^^...^^ have long been associated v,*ith the above institu-y '

tions and to his knowledge have never been connected 171th any Communist, movements

t.~d neither have iden^^^d thesisc-1ve s t.1 th__any_ Coiimani s t orranizations«'
;
It^-

vas the opinion of that both md
Africans and,free from any Communist activities or sympathies.

.vere loyal,—•

>W

APPROVED*!*? ~ <vl Q '-V3* J*
FORWARDER A^t^l ,Kft~ V, K%y

—i . SPECIAL Aamr
in Chakoc

' «;'.-£

COPIES OF THII REPORT

5. '- Bureau COPffiS DESTROYED
2 - KhOAVille — . ,- 1

*-.
:. , ;i

V -^ip^« y.
j

( V^v^[K ^>
A ]m •<>

•4» DO .NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

// \'/-// 4/U

kit'

j 1.' Tw

^T ( iil'U'iD

--'">

^' 38 >

U * SOVtHHMENTMINTIMS OfflCE-O- 7—*»*
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
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Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

i I Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)

, was/were forwarde'd to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agoncy(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

he advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

j ] .For your information:
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^£&ft

V-..«.

^ dvised
that the file regarding Highlander Folk School compiled by the committee
ox the AmcricanJLg^i on for the State of Tennessee, had been tinned over
to lof the American Legion.

___ American Legion f or the State
of Tennessee, vas contacted regarding the aforementioned file, and^^^^^
advised that this file had been misplaced, and al -though he had madeseveraJ
attempts to locate it, he had met with negative results; however, he indi-
cated that the file v;as outmoded and contained very little information sub-
sequent to 1939.

011 October 26, 1942, M gfas contacted
by Spscia^^nt (A)fHHHIH and at that time > a !ist was fumisted.
to A rentJ pof those persons who had attended the Tenth Anniversary
Celebration of the Highlander Folk School, held at IJbnteagle, Tennessee, on
Sunday, Cc^ger 25, 1942. T!ds list is being retained in the files of this
office. ^^^re^orted that there was very little activity of interest during
the celebration, and that no speeches or addresses were made, except one
by Dr. ALVA VfrVaYLO?. of Nashville, Tennessee, this address beinc very little
more than a sermon.

|H|fvirther informed that he had learned that the Extension
School, soonsored by the Highlander Folk School, is presently in Atlanta,

- 3 -



^-"t-- \
*

:

Georgia, and expected to remain there for a period of five or six months.
'

Reference letter of W. A. HUHPHX, Special Agent in Charge,
Enorrville, Tennessee Field Division, dated November 26, 1942, advises
that after reviewing the file of instant organization, the Bureau has
stated that further active investigation of this school is not warranted,
and that outstanding leads should be covered immediately, in order that
this matter may be brought to a logical conclusion*

In view of the abov.-? facts, no further investigation is
contemplated, in this case, and it is being referred upon completion to the
office of origin; however, the Bureau will be kept currently advised of
any change in the control or policy of this school which might indicate
its connection with subversive activities.

rJSFEr^JSD UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFflGE OF 0?.IGIN

- U -
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3FrJJpraI Bureau of Jnwroti

Bnitpfc States Brpartmrnt of 9usttrr
Knoxville, Tennessee

December li;, 19U2

l&xss

{

. *v

v

r}£

director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. 71185

n
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

.bear Sir:

Reference is made to the Bureau letters
of October 23 > 1S^ and of December 7, 19i£, 61-7511.

This is to advise that in accordance with
Bureau instructions, the file of this case was reviewed, at -which
time it was ascertained that there were outstanding leads for the
Baltimore, Boston, Chicago and New Orleans Field Divisions. On
Kovsmber 26, ISi+H a letter was directed to these offices requesting
that this case receive immediate attention in order' that it might
be brou3ht to a logical conclusion. Arrangements have also been made
-.Thereby current literature of the Highlander Folk School will be
received by the Knoxville Held division.

It is anticipated that upon receipt of
reports covering the outstanding leads in this case, the file will
be carried in a closed status, and information furnished to the
Bureau regarding current activities from time to time.

'±h3T3 is being enclosed herewith a mimeo-
graphed sheet entitled "."a search Department, Highlander Folk School,"
which is self—explanatory.

'
c Yours truly,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE-cfo/fe/. Btm
Sir Mat **"

L-12

Enclo

'.V. A. KUHPHI
special Agent in Charts

-•-: J0iu/4i!

o

pstf*

L-i—UCiMM^i

LI njr^Pl
1 DEC 1S\B4?



v-^.r* X^g^ RESEARCH DEPARTMENT

"

HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL
71186

M'r.2!S§

?£<

v -li

To meet the responsibilities placed upon It by the wari

Highlander Folk School recently set up a Research department
:

for its alumni, organi zeT3 and union member « in the South*

The purpose of this Research Department is to put out material

with interpretative information on labor legislation end

government agencies in pamphlet and outline form? to serve as

a nevrs exchange eenter between different locals? and to contact

union officials and union members: individually about some of

their own problems as affected by the war. •

We have just published a short pamphlet on labor-management

committees. Its real value is demonstrated by the enthusiastic

response we are receiving from both government officials and

union members. Mr. Reginald Raymond, War Production Botrd,
.

wrote us, "Your pamphlet on production committees is deeply

appreciated. It is frank and cogent.*

A district.director of the United Stocl Worker*, ordering
#

-a number of copies, wrote, "(Your booklet) contains excellent

material &nd I believe it will be of great value to us.*

- Upon general request, we are now sending out simplified .

charts end outlines on government agencies of importance to labor,

on which unions are or can be represented-— outlining the stops

that should be' taken to obtain labor representation. To these

activities we plan to add the mailing of up-to-the-minute

newsletters to those who request our services, as well as to

our extension workers and educators in the field.

, The Research Department is Highlander's latest development.

Its successful beginning encourages us to build up a research -

service can ©all at any time. __

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
<'*-

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Amm DATCcflfr/rt PYf^ftft^
1

/. v....?
7 <Mr&$z Uf

*L

T .
* | ,. / .

,
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iHeo*ral Surwu of JnueBi.yaiton

United §tat£8 Department of Inottre

Knoxville, Tennessee
January 29, 19^3

Director, FBI

Q
HIGHLANDER FOLIC SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

s
i'*"

4-^

Dear Sirs

In compliance with the Bureau's desires as
expressed by letter of December 7, 191*2, 61-7511 » the
auxiliary offices receiving copies of -this letter are re-
quested to complete pending investigation and submit F.UC

reports in the immediate future in order that this case
may be brought to a logical conclusion*

Very truly yours,

W. A. MURPHY, SA

a:.::AT
61-12
CC - Louisville

Baltimore
Boston
Chicaco
Dew Orleans

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

J4S6

KJMICTOKV

'Mk BUY

,'--*»s I

^S%

*°
136,

55 FEB 9 im
3o>

^CORDEt,

b( — /\'V
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3tefci»ral Bu«au nf luur stigatiDtt

Hntteii states Bpparfment of Ittsttc*

633 Federal Building
Louisville, Kentucky-

February 12, 1943

Director, F.B.I.

Dear Sir:

J
RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

IxnTTERMAL SECURITY - C

V

In connection with an investigation of the above cap-
tions d institution, Knoxville, origin, it was ascertained as a
r3su.1t of interviews with two individuals who attended the High-
lander Folk School, summer session in September, 1942, that re-
marks had been made by some of the instructors at this school to
t.ie effect that i'.vs, Franklin D. Roosevelt was a contributor to
the school.
advised it was stated in class "that Lirs. Roosevelt contributed
to the school. and would be in attendance on the last day of session
Jpril 13, 1942,

icvised writer on
V ko, 1943 in an interview to ascertain information concern-

ing subject organization that Mrs. Roosevelt offers a $100 scholar-
ship for subject organization each year.

,.'...
!':

r
0H','AT!0N CONTAINED

nr ;m
,\Liri

Very truly yours,

L.ALiii i^ UIJlL> UNCLASSIFIED

\t /J$£BYj5EE
J"** HERBERT K. L'OSS

Special Agent in Charge

J*f\

^ DESTROYED
SSAPH 25 1961

20

-fCORDffi; u i^-^y'j^
pro 1*4
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\ FEDERAL BUREaU OF INVESTIGATION

ORIGIN: KWOXVILLE, TKi™-JESSE LVLE. FILE 61-42

Louisville, Ky. 2-13-43 10-14-42-1-22,

>/ ,23, 25, 26, 27-43

r*„
HIGHUisDER FOLK SCHOOL imterm&l SECURITY" - C

SYNOPSIS

:

AGENCY OSfDFSt OFF 4

rfg: PFcb.\^IX—
BY

' \ vi

4CHJCY-

.'jjii

Group of Louisville labor union members attended session

of Highlander Folk School September, 1942 at Moateagle,

Tennessee. MILES KORTOW recruited these students on his

visit to Louisville in summer of 1942. Interviews with

these union members reflected the general opinion that

the subject organization ic dominated by CIO influence i»

and teaches radicalism similar if not identical v>ith
jl

Co;Xiunism. Uames of teachers and labor oreaniz2rs Y)ho

visited, subiect school are set forth. -fotebook^ddresses

of M
•j^^^^^^^^or^HSrin^oT^tion of interested field

SRScsV Resic'ents of liontea^le, Tennessee distrust

subject organisation. Local CIO Financial Secretary at

Lo j it vi11 e favorably impr -3 &sed by subje ct organi zc tion

.

- RUC -

Report ci Special ..^ent C-.

19A2 at Xnoxville, Tennessee"

lic^

dated October 22, , -^7C_

HP

</'

Ijo: In referenced report the names of several local union mem-

bers were set forth indicating that they had attended the

W«S^ ^EF7S<*."»n E,JUrL
'
r-<=r session of the Highlander Folk School p.t 1 lenteagle,

,
* VWK"'^D Tennessee from September 1 to September 13, 1942.

£/
A'fPROVED *:->D

SL

SAC 6/ Az.^
^fc.

2 - Knoxvilie
2 - :Jew York
I - Cleveland(Info)
I - Birmingham (info) . wr-% - m «i^ j*
1 - Memphis (Info) *: \<B\ *

| ". ^-i* j ^
, 2 1 L^isvine

5 (Info)
ALL INFORMATION C0#INED - tf^ v HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED *'

-t *,

/ Act? i r \r/<

v it\ \.\ J '

IKDLX 1^'*

v

DATE^H^-BY^
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CONFIDENTIALForm No. 1

THIS CASE ORlGtNATED AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE no. 10U-1878

REPORT MADE AT

Baltimore, Maryland

DATE WHEN MADS

2-23-U3

PERIOD FOB
WHICH MADE

2-10,16-^3

HIGHLANDER FOIX SCHOOL K-:

REPORT MADE »Y 77<^

CHARACTER OF CA«E

IKTERNaL SECURUT - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
•'ton

Irryastii
"not presently engaged

7 activities in the Baltimore

Field Division. No criminal record.
ALT* IffTTSJU-uoH Cr^TP.Tp^Q

^ HOC - TOgrgBgas sbqwi

EISFEKENCEj Report of Special agent
Knoxville, Tennessee.
Report of Special Agent
Baltimore, Maryland.

dated December 30, I9hl, at

dated Uarch 21, 19U2, at

DETAILS

i

A check of the indices of this office, of the Baltimore City

Directory, the telephone directory, and a review of the knoiam members of the

Co;jifuunist Party, were negative in result.
!

[
A review of the records of the Baltimore Police Department reflected

| no information*

i
. ,

''
*

;

/>i:.5 aiia'TROYEQ. rejeHRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -

A'-f ROVED AND

($*- Bureau
Y - Knoxville -*C j
2 ~ Baltimore

frQ ty.RK^
W* CONFJi^TflAL

44* *~
. ,

-— —

-

/ S"-—— =*

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

UEJSM-J^^ REOOKDEF

ftnmxHMtt rxmn mi turn 7—Jtoi
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{' %
i* al 2?ur*ati of Jfrtueattgai m

•United States Bepartment of Uustitp

Knoxville, Tennessee
March 15, 19U3

;^TV- .iT^M
k - ^

^pi
Director, FBI

Re: ^HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

;:;
:

^'":

;:;V^

Dear Sir:

*^V&

Reference is made to Knoxville letter to the
Bureau dated January 2°, 19i*3,, indicating that a closing report in
the above-captioned matter would be submitted as soon as VH out-
standing leads are covered.

This is to advise that the offices receiving
copies of this letter still have undeveloped leads in this case
outstanding. As soon as these leads are covered, a closing report
will be submitted*

A -

lie f^Blkh
'61-12

cc - Boston
Chicago
New Orleans

Very truly yours,

Yf. A. MURPHY, SAC

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE,«w_BYxS£fi2z;
lJS

RECORDED {?/ * /-£ /J ~~Je& b
V:

- ~~C T
-

".
~ ?

i 3 -m i7-«»

A;-."; - "Tv ..'*? ' v-st
" "' ;'.•'.*'! .•"'*' *

*
''-? ;• 'rr'-f'

'-'v" '-i^r' '-'
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Forin No. 1 ^ __-_--
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNOXVUXE, TE1KBSSSB PILE NO. 100-1288

i /

REPORT MADS AT

FE17 ORLEANS, IA.

DATE WHEN MADS

5-6-43 3-2,22,23,24-4 5

Tnri*

&iHGELANDSR .IS^L§SS22L

CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY" - C

j synopsis of facts: Names checked against Now Orleans Field
indices wi;fch negative results, except

for :

^7C/

___^^ who is not

be engaged in Communist or
subversive activities, Highlander Folk

School extension courses last conducted, HirAmi atiaii aamtr iMrrJ
in New Orleans in the Fall of 1942. AH INFORMATION CONTAINS

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

_-J^r.^i.UJ

'.::ils:

- hoc -

Report of Special Agent
1941 at Knoxville, Tennessee,
Report of Special Agent

13, 1943 at Louisville,
Report of Speci al Agent

fcdated Harc^

AT KS.T ORLEANS. LOUISIANA ;

DATE.c^9/<sV BYJSmjM
lated December 30,' *

dated February

entitled
Tew Orleans, Louisiana/,-

The following names were checked against the indices of the

:;c tj Orleans Fiold Division with negative results:

I- ON WARDED;

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

5 - Bureau
S - XnontfOle
1 - Atlanta (Inf)
*)2 r '.New Orlet

-&/— f>{ l VStf \/M
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Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE fii_e NO. 61—12

RffORT MADE AT

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

DATE WHEN MADE

7-Mtf

TITLE

D
HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

period pok
which made

7-3-U3

REPORT MADE EY

WILLIAM A, MURPHY (SAC)

CHARACTER Of CAS*

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

As leads outstanding in Charlotte and

Chicago Field Divisions relate more to

individual activities on the part of per-

sons previously listed as lecturers and

on mailing list of Highlander Folk School,

and do not relate to the activities of the

school itself, investigation being closed,

since there is no proof of Communist con-

trol or domination in the conduct of the
school, although there are many indications

of liberal if not radical interests in it.

AT

> j

"^vr.v =.

- C -

Bureau letter dated 10-2^-^2, Bureau file

61-7511.

PiTAJlS: A review of the outstanding leads in this case

reflects that they relate mora to determining
the present activities of persons who at one

ti.*ns or another may have been either lecturers or recipients of corres-
pondence from the Highlander Folk School, rather than to any activity on

the part cf the school itself. It is considered that further investigation
of bhsss leads is not warranted at this time.

The Charlotte and Chicago Field Divisions

sL^sr RUC tw mes^MMBmMBr^ °£

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

APPROVED AND v x .. TFORWARDED: V~*-* **
""*

S^BCIAU Aoaxr
IN CHAJMK

X i , l.n:'l L -r\/Z
COPIES Or THJE REPORT

^3'- Bureau
2 - Charlotte
2 - Chicago

• k - Xncxville .

PATE^iffi/.BY cWi?
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE :

T^TT^r

/

»

RECORDED

l^Mm
/ -

7—»«; •
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19tj2 ^The Bureau by letter o^Qctober^^
in reviewing the summary report of Special Agent V Khoxville,
Tennessee, dated September 12, 19L&, advised that tne^concEaed that
the investigation failed to reflect Communist control or domination
in the conduct of the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,
although there are many indications of liberal if not radical interests
in it.

The Knoxville Field Division will maintain
contact with informants in the vicinity of Monteagle in order to be
kept advised of any change in the control or policy of the school, as well
as its activities, officers and sponsors.

At a meeting of %he Executive Council of the
Highlander Folk School held at Monteagle March 28/12*3, the council
recognized that the present struggle to defeat the Axis required the school
to intensify its activities "in behalf of democracy.* The meeting of the
council was rather fully written up in the Highlander Fling, official
publication of the school in the following editorial j

_
4

"Members discussed the work done in the Summer-
field Community by the school—work which continues to have widespread
results even though many of our neighbors have left for the armed services
and some have temporarily left the community to work in defense plants.
The school functions as a rural settlement house here in this Cumberland
community and as a training school for labor leaders in its extension
activities.

V . * Consideration was given to proposed recreation
programs for Tennessee trade unions. Other subjects discussed included
revival of the research and publications department when a suitable person
can be found to replace Biltsglkuss, drafted; establishment of a nursery
school demonstration project, and the setting up of a nation-wide Highlander
Association to provide support for the school's activities.

Eva whitlows ky reported that more than §70 of
the necessary $200 had been realized for the Bill Buttrick Memorial Cabin
through the sale of Bill\Buttrick f s picture. "When sufficient money is
raised, a cabin for boys will be built in memory of this young HFS teacher,
who was one of the pioneers in Southern labor education*

«^V Kiss Zhitlowsky also reported that Iuaria„_.

^•Stenzel had made a trip to Knoxville when CIO unionists held the dedication

- 2 -



I
V

.«
for the remaining two of Earia f s murals. These murals, commemorating
the rise of the labor movement, now hang in regional CIO headquarters
at Knoxville. '•'"-.', '•.'.

Carolyn tinklestein reported that the great
nead of HFS is direct and substantial union support to implement the work
of the office force in raising funds to carry on the school program,
nt its highest efficiency, the office force can only raise money to equal
one large grant, A committee was appointed to consider this matter.

\
v _>- ^"^ Council
\ Christopher, JamesADombrowski, Kyi
>£awrence.

il3ACT£ers were BillA Crawford, Paul R.
orton, Zilphia^ortQn, Alton .

Kar^^awrance, Eva Zhitlowsky, and CarolynNsJnkelstein.*

•••-.-.>•«

This matter is being closed. on the authority
of the Special Agent in Charge.

- CLOSED -

- 3 -
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ASS1ST0HT ATTMBTf 6CTEJUU.

February Ui. 19ii7

Dear Ed:

I am enclosing herewith all the
material I have received in connection with
Highlander Folk School at Honteagle, Tenn.
I mentioned this matter to you in the
dining room the other day and you were good
enough to offer to look into it for me*

I would be grateful for any informa-
tion you could give me. T.ill you kindly
return the enclosed material at your con-
venience.

^Hrtwer

D. L. B.

/
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>/-/*>>
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yebruary 21, 19kl

-yfe

-'.- : >^
A- IV

^

Assistant Attorney Oeneral David 1. B**«lflti

Director, FBI

THV HIGHLAKr'-K FOLK SCHOOL ' - '„ ,^

klDCORDE* ^ /- // >V/ - / 3> 2^
Reference ia «ade to year request of *r. Edward A* Taaai under

date of Februcry It, 1 L7> at which tlae you requested any inforaation

eve liable concerning the Highlander ?olk School at tfonteagle, Tenheeeae.

The literature vhich you forwarded with your request *as reviewed and

pVotoeUtlc copies made for the completion of our file*.

For your confl

For your further confidential information, I ass enclosing

herewith a EeEorar-dus which suauwriaea information contained in our

files concerning the Highlander Folk School as of Sept*ab«*r, 19h2-

There has been ro subsequent inforantion received sinco 19-2 which

would c^.an^e materially the inforastion contained in that saaoranduau

I em returning herewith the literature which was forwarded

to ycu by tha Washington Coanittee for the Highlander Folk School t£at

set out considerable Inforation concerning the background and a^livltleft:

cf this school*
CD

no
VJ

CO
w
CD

Enclosure

m
*c _

rr-

y
/

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEi^S1BY^J£Sj£#©

/

(

TolMr.
i.. A. Ta3w_

JlhTln.."_^
Udd ~ '

;..chcis
Rosen
Tracy

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAILED 11

* FEE 2MS47 P.M.

.
L:ajic

xz \bt-ns"

Sandy

. {EDfRi L CL'dEAU or INVESTIGATION

^
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Origin

The Highlander Folk School which is located on the highway between
Vonteagle, Tennessee, and Tracy City, Tennessee, m founded on a plot of land
donated bjr Lillian Johnson, Ph.D. In 1932. Dr. Johnson case to Ifonteagle in the
early l°20*a at which tiaa aha showed a great deal of lntereat In the eoffismnitjr
*%? ft^wvnm T-f4 ol ri f.nn.lia> »k4 v**»j H«a« w>m yvM^.ii , »k^<—

[I

achool aye ten and the public health of the coassunltjr. She was very amch interested
in and attempted to help the underprivileged clasa of people who reside in Grundy
County* To this end aha donated the tract of land which Is now used by the

| Highlander Folk School. The two people she chose to establish this school were
I Kyles Horton and Don Teat. Borton had been tho State Chairaan of the Socialist
C oaiflii ttee in Tennessee for the campaign of 19}Z $ while Don Vest was reported to
openly atate that he was a tosaaunist.

-.'r"0^.''
v* Vt. To Iron

/jrw,

incorporation under the Coda of Tennessee Of 1232. This charter states that the
particular purpose for which this charter is sought Is the support of the High-
lander Folk School adult education, the training of rural end industrial leaders,
end general acadeaic education. The incorporators were l&les Korton, Elisabeth
Hawee, Jascs Doabrcwski, Rupert Hampton, and Ualcolm Chisholsu

Early Sponsor*

The school at ito Inception was Supported by ©Swbaro Ox the Sod alls

v

party of national prominence, including Nonsan Thooas.

Alias and Purposes of the School

In a pamphlet published by the Highlander Folk School it is stated
that the school *as founded *to provide an educational center in the South for
the training ot rural and industrial leaders and for the conservation and

I
encouragement of the indigenous cultural values of the siountaina." Activities

i of the achool have w&i primarily in the education of labor organiser*. This
bwhwl has conducted six weeks courses known as the spring and fall teres. At
these s«88ions workers who have been selected by their various unions are fcivan

courses in History, economics , union publicity, parliamentary law, puhllo
speaking, dra&atloa. and are taught how to organise a urdon. conduct union
awetings^ present grievances, how to call and organise strikes and to effectively
bargain with employer*. The Highlander Folk School aleo conducts an extension

jrograa by sending various awtabers of its faculty to any anion who asks for
^Z'ihslr services to help then put on a drive for new aeabership or to ware

Ji:"~iXrectiveiy bargain for wage increases and better working conditions.

?jte§FDRMATION CONTAINED
,

mMSi IS UNCLASSIFIED , 4 /
' 7S//-/3^.

ne:.C~jn

?*- tvirrr
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Attacks Made on the Highlander Folk School

When the Highlander Folk School firet moved to Monteagle, Tennessee, '

Ifylee Horton, together with the others of the Highlander Folk School, waa
introduced to members of the community by Dr. Lillian Johneoo who eaked that

they help them in their endeavor* • The Highlander Folk School ataff include*

individuals who are wall educated and aeem to have a einoere desire to help
,

the people of the South. In thie connection they, atrongly followed the

Socialiet-Coaounist united front program of the early 1930' a* Vast of the

literature pa seed out by the achool at that time waa of a Socialistic netura.

In connection with their program, however » they soon developed a theory of
using militant labor strikee in an effort to solidify. the workers in a common

cause and to imprese upon them the necessity of organising In order to gain

the power of number* . In this connection the school issued pamphlete entitled
-
*"hy We Heed the Onion. These panphlete state that there ie always a conflict

between labor and capital and that what !• good for tha management and capital

must of necessity be bad for labor.

The Highlander Folk SchooJL was also instrumental In organising tha

Workers Alliance in Orundy County which waa later declared' by ite president
&r,d secretary, David Lesser and Herbert Benjamin, to be controlled by the Communiet

:^a Ly. In connection with the Workera Alliance, Sylea Horton, James Dombrowskl,
find the Highlander Folk School faculty encouraged the eitdown strike at Konteagle,
';;.:: .essee, in February, 193°. Thla strike was one of the factors which brought

the proving resentmeat of tha community to a head and it brought into prominence

_n organization known as the Orundy County Crusaders who bitterly opposed the

school and made 9very effort to drive it from the community.

In the early fall of 1939 John Mcpougal Burns, a reporter for the
Nashville Tenneasean, newspaper, visited the Highlander Folk School for
approximately cne week at which time he also talked with residents in tha
co.'iaunity ii an effort to determine whether the school was Communistic or

*

* CcsLiiuniet controlled. Burns reported in newspaper articles thatt tha
Highlander Folk School is the center for spreading Communist doctrines in
thirteen outstanding state's] that connected with ite leadership are persons
who have been charged with being Communists j its faculty spreads Communism
.-.1=. sor.de its alumni to labor organisations where they Ksintain contact with
jthe'r alma filter and spread its teachings over a wide areai holds conferences
|nt the school letween regular sessions where it teaches Communist theories to
o filer leaders and others j it is a source of playa for use by "progressive"
'labor groups, which playa include Communist propaganda*

-2 -
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On Kovember 13, 1910, ft aarch on the Highlander Folk School was averted

by holding * meeting of the represantatIves of the Grundy Count/ Crusader* and
members of the faculty in a eesaion held at Seranee University. At thi* tine

the Grundy County Cmsadera hurled ac creations at the Highlander Folk School,

stating that it waa a "hotbed of Coaaunlsa. * James Doabrowski of the Highlander

Folk School faculty anawered for the school and esplalned that the school was

puraly a labor achool and stated that in the event that the crusaders could prove

the achool was Communis tio, it would iaoediately aove from the county. Tbe '

Grundy County Crueaders were unable to produce sufficient evidence which would
indicate that the school waa oontrolled by the Coananlst Party.

Charter Members

As indicated previously, the Highlander Folk School at its inception

r i waa founded by Mylea Horton who was known to be a Socialist at that time and by
Don tfeat who had openly stated that he waa a Coamuniet. Don East was described

/ 1 in an article which appeared in the Daily Worker as a young mountaineer poet

j
who became revolutionary and studied tferx and Lenin for the purpose of
organizing Negroes and white farmers in Georgia.

v/I V.

Valeoin Chishola, a charter menfcer of this school, was kiiled fighting
the Spanish toyaliEts during the Spanish Civil *ar.

Jfjnes Donbrowskl was a charter member of the Highlander Folk School
Lni a faculty member of the achool until the spring of 19^2 when he resigned

Ms position to becos^ secretary for the Southern Conference for Human Welfare.

It h'.e been reported that Tjocibrowski has expressed himself as being in sympathy

y.l.V: the Russian form of government, that he thought that revolution was

inevitable* er.-d that the capitalistic system should be overthrown. Es is also

i, ported to have been a member of the Comnunist Party in Chattanooga, Tennessee,

lxA to have attended msny meetings in that city in the years 15"38 to 1°W).
Doabrowski ie reported to be imbued with a philosophy of saving mankind and

has been particularly intare 6 led in helping southern labor find attempting to
improve labor conditions in the South.

Indications of Comauniat Influence

in the Program of the School

A study of the program of the Highlander Folk School indicates that

,.o .-w.^ol followed the Communist Party line to a certain decree. The school

was organized at a tiiue when tlie Comunists aid Socialists h*;d a program for .

ur. itod front organizations for persona who were dissatisfied with the country's

political end economic conditions. Kail-known Communists such as Robert Hall of

iMraiiifiham, Alabama, and Ted fcellaan of Chattanooga, Tennessee, frequently visited

[this achool. fne Workers Alliance waa formed in Honteagle by the Hi^lander folk

School and the militant etrike policy advocated by the Communis ta for the purpose

of organising labor was adopted by the school. It waa during this period that Jaaes
.*•".: :-:hI and Kolas Horton were reported to have been seen with Toung Communist

i,cc bu* ^^i in their possession and to have Bade statements which would indicate

their sympathy for the Russian form of <ovemaent.

-3-
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Literature received by and distributed by the Highlander T<AM School

consists of labor paaphlets and aagaalnes, Socialistic literature and to sow
extent Coanuniat literature. The Highlander Folk School is not believed to have.

passed out pamphlets df the Coaauniat Fartor such as literature protesting the •.

deportation of Bridge, freeing of Earl Browder, etc., but haa contented itsslf

with providing publications such as "3oviet power," "Coasauniet Manifesto," and

literature which presents the broad picture of tfosaunisa rathor than that

representing the various turnings of the Conanist Party line.
~

* "

Endorsers of the Highlander Folk School
r

Many individuals of high goreroaent, labor, and social standing have

•uuorsad this school froa tias to time, including Mrs. Franklin D* Roosevelt,

Mrs. Hugo I. Black, John U Lewis, Mrs. Harold L. Ickes, Sidney Billaan, and

others. *

To rais« funds for this school, Kylee Morton and others have spent a

great deal of tins in the north trying to enlist the aid ot prominent educators

and political figures* This scboolhas also presented coosunity programs and

benefits in 5fon tangle in an effort to gain the support of the local citisen*

as well as to educate the persons in the surrounding communities. Although the

j school has be on branded by many as Coassunist, there is no substantial evidence

indicating that it is controlled by the Comcunist Party. Ko*ever, there are

ln::a*reus indications that the school is liberal and radical and, tharefore,

opposed by conservatives*

r* \

(61-7511)

KA-i-
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE:Marcli 18, 1^3

Office Memorandum

TO : Director, FKE

\FROM : SAC, ICioxville

SUBJECT: LOYALTY 07 GOVFniTMSIJT SEFLOYESS

Reference is made to section A of SAC letter ^_
dated l'arch 2, I9I+8. There are no recognized "ConmuniEt Front'*

organizations active within the territory of the Khoxville
Division. The only three groups, suspected of Communist affilia-

tion, which ham members in this district, are set out herewith.

^c/

/¥

H
The Southern Conference for Human Welfare, cited in the

House Un-American Activities Committee pamphlet, has its head-

quarters for this area at ^ashville ,
Tennessae . within the Memphis

district, and therefore no attempt will be' made by this office to

summarize its nature. There is no local group of Southern Conference

for Human Velfare organized and active in the Khozville area, although

there are a* few blown members residing in this district.

$^ ~*"^The Southern ITe^ro Youth Congress has some members in
'

Chattanooga but is not listed and has no organized ^roup or
activity in this area. On the possibility that this group cay
be affiliated with the Kr.tior.al Ilesro Congress and as this croup

it is

cadquarters for this area in Birixnghar, Alabama, it is

that the Birmingham office will furnish a sketch if

*?

assumo

a

prcoer

.

Ore purely local
>:: "?,ni r.atien" with 5n

:oup which n.-.^ht be considered as a

:his area is the^IIi^h-lander roll: School
;.:.! sketch of thit. school is''UiivfL.'ij

V

(.;;ZD)

"\:iclor
}
Jw

ire

jS
CO:

Pile
.ncl

61- 12

^U+wL-irsT^r Or
aacnio. -

1
1. ^

i

era

4*

\

o

tO
(J»

QU
Q
£T
Ou
LJ

2 'sJ

52.3111.13:348

:
<-IN



<;

PHNFLEIENTIAL Loyalty of Government Employees
^v A IZnoxville - March 13, 1943 -
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HIGHLMilER FOLK SCHOOL
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September 22, I948

**31S

f:|

<***-«

«*S

¥1

Jit.

%m -&ic

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -

-Pq<~-

100-33049-4

cc - Birmingham (wi

Mobile (with copy
New Orleans (with

Atlanta (with cop
Memphis (with copy

L. * , Tama"
:i£-.-

hose*. "

Tracy~

Vmb— WStjmi* :dbb

Sincerely yours,

John Bdgar Hoover
Director

coming) .

cesirig)
' *

nc^mingp <£' ^

.^

^
<r-*

^2 ?
\tu.cX

T>.:il2.w

J

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAILED 4
* SEP 22 1948 p.m,

fB>«AL iO«Au Of «*«8T)6AT»W
II. 8. DEfMTftf NT Of JWTJCt

Cv

\

lour letter of September 9, 194S, has been received and the ^
contents carefully noted. lour courtesy and interest in making this
information available are indeed appreciated. *>

I regret, however, that I am unable to comply with your
request as this Bureau is precluded from furnishing information to
other than authorized sources through a long-standing policy pro-
mulgated by the Attorney General. I am sure that you will realize
the necessity for such a procedure.
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STANOATO FORM NO. 04

O^wtf Memorandum

Director, FBI

SAC, Birmingham

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: November 8, 1948

InC

,-•3

SUBJECT: ilG/.LARDEH FOLK SCHOOL
IM3HLIAL SECURITY - C

(Bureau FilgJLGQ-3364-9-4)

Peurlet 9-22-48

Hlhg copy of letter received from him. It is noted that no
copy of p letter appears to have been furnished Knoxville, which
office Tsoffice of origin in this matter.

A copy off (letter is, therefore, being sent Knoxville
for information. The files of this office are negative as to

v

i

V

|fc

1-X-G47

re: Y.

y

L ox*; i 1 1 e ( enc 1

)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED : >

dateAM-bY^smh
i ' ^51p

**
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March 2h, l$U?
SAC i Trasiiingtoo field

Director, FBI

HIGI2A13SH FOI* SCHOOL
* "' '-

.

XVTER1&X. SECURITY - .
.." - ."

: V "
-.-

: " '"-

"

'

Bureau file £61-7£U .

.-
. ;- ...v v '.-..-

Tne Bureau ia in receipt of a letter froa the Ipuiaville

office dated Uarch 3, 19U9# setting forth information with ree*nl

to the cublect organization. The LouiBville letter, a copy of^

which is attached hereto, advises that Its letter is in response

to a request received frcm the^shinnton Field Office_dat~*

February U» X9h9» to haveMW. ,, ,,
. i ,..,_.

interviewed regarding the Highlander Fo]

The Bureau ia not in possession of any inforsation

regarding the subject or^niaatioa reflecting why this organisa-

tion la of interest at thla tia*. Therefore, it is requested

that ycu advise the Bureau as to reasons why t^t inquiry was

EWieoi tha^ouisviUe Office concerning the subject group.

lent

A'u, cc: Louisville
Your file $6l-kZ

Ege--'

;GAS

J

communications section"

I M^A I L E D 9
* MAR 2 4 1949 P.M,

fE0£*Al §U*£AU OF l«VE8T<€AT|^

w

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE, ffi*7/W BY£EKnml£h

itf »«]

i

ir
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Office NLemorandum • united states government
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1
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\j

DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 3-9-^9

SAC, KNCKVXXIS

HIGHUNDER FOIK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Beference ie made to Louisville letter to the

Director dated March 3, 19**9.

Considerable investigation has "been conducted "by

the Enoxville Office in the case entitled "Highlander Folk

School; Internal Security - C n (Bureau file number 6l-75H)«
This investigation disclosed no proof of Communist control

or domination in/the conduct of the school, although there

were many indications of liberal , if not radical, interests

in it. ^I££fJiORTCN, Director of the school, is reputedly

a Socialist and runs the school primarily as a training school

for labor leaders. The school is ostensibly supported "by the

CIO*

During the period in 19Al in which

that he had conversation with an unknown individual at the

lander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, no Investigation

conducted by this office at that time developed any Information

that the Highlander Folk School was utilizing wire-tapping

equipment, or that they were in any manner engaged in such

activities.

As the incident referred to in referenced letter

took place a number of years ago and, as before stated, inves-

tigation at that time does not substantiate information

furnished by him now, the case is not being reopened at this

time and no further action will be taken by this office unless

advised to the contrary by the Bureau.

ShouldI B call at the Enoxville Office,

as is indicated by referenced letter, he will, of course, be

received, and any further information which he cares to offer

will be duly recorded. The indices of the Knoxville Office

were checked with negative results for any previous references

to

states

ar

at

i-12
CC: Washington Field

Louisville

RB00RDLO

IRDOED - 52

;#

23

90 MAR 11 1949

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED** P -

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATF JjjaTti Mjpx.

vM
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PrFicE of Director

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

.

DATE
ffl

y/y-/- BY^g^
Mrs Secretary t o Judge Davia L.

zc&txd' -phoned. ^^3a2-e2on
""

Phone No. '

Mr. TWfton

Mr. Lftdd.

Mr. Cleg*

Mr. Glavi

Mr. Nic

Mr. Roten

Mr. Tracy

r. Harbo

Mr. Jonei

Mr. Mohr

Tele. Room_
Mr. Nease

Mi«s Holmes.

Mias Gj

"s??Z- Hqut12: 50pnO*\eFebriLarv 10 19 5Q__

J ::; y;f^ i»
:

.
;~<^J"^ *J£3$5J2j

REMARKS >.

- The secretary stated that Jt£dge Bazelon has
ie

,ncssee 3

.OV)

>* .;

A .

V

|ru^'P?v/^^3 if the Bureau can furnish him any information
n^^S^/TTf concerning this School. After checking, the

office.
I secretary was referred to Ur. Laughlm, m IT.
h * —

'VI.'-.'.!

.J Fletcher '

:
•*-£-*.

;. :.-.".^
" =«».'*.

JLTr. Laughlin advises that files are being
checked" and appropriate action will be taken*

i'.i.-.-i'a

**;>"r-,'
«.- A' * A'/JZ-ff.-^- 5"^

>or- r> .

r*r-

VC

AM

\\7



Office Memorandum UNITED STAlfiS GOVERNMENTtfOVE

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

\r,~.
. H. B. FL3TCHER / . ^CONFIDENTlAl^ DATE: February 10,*1950

IK. L. L. IAUC-:

a

SHLST^ '^rpaED

r

i^r?

^ /,.

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
IKTZENAL SECURITY - C

^120

By reference from the Director's Office I took a
telephone call at 12:50 P.M. today from who ^
said she is secretary to JudgeDavia^W^aSexono^uielJ^S. -

Circuit Court of Appeals. (fsaid that the Judge ^
lad received a letter from th^H^hiander Folk School in —-*

Llonteagle, Tennessee, requesting a donation, and the Judge want^pl

to kno'.v whether the Bureau had any information in its files

Awarding this institution TJhich might be made available to him.

I told,

and call her back.

that I vjould look into this matter

The Bureau files shov/ that we have conducted an extensive
investigation of the Highlander Folk School, On February 21, 1947,

pursuant to a request made by Vr* Bazelon of Assistant to the

?r. vector E. A. Tamm on February 14, 1947, we forwarded to Mr. Bazelon

a : .Tnoran cium summarizing information contained in our files as of

Sctomber, 1942, pointing out that no subsequent information had

boon received since that time which would materially change the

rata contained in that memorandum.

*'&&*¥/*

:

W$&$^&'

Tol*co_

Ufld.,

MleholJ,

IU»m__

timer

Mrbo,

MDttr

•way

The Highlander Folk School of Konteagle, Tennessee, is

:;i ntioned in several places in the Dies Committee Report (Volumes 1

and 10 - 61-7582). However, the School has not been cited as being

Communistic.
REWPQrn . 177 A

In a statement made by Mr. Walter S. Steele beforeW
fecial Committee on Un-American Activities on December 29* 1934>£t.l

/)
J#

i:mer

Is^fEB 231950
^'W

p CONTONTiAL

INDEXED - 117

Classified^SESI
Dccbssify/OnKOADR

£HS



confXent,al

3

appears the following: "Of the other separate Communistic and
radical 'theatrical 1 branches in the U.S. we shall mention:
.... (e) Highlander yolk School Dramatics Club, its purposes

,

labor plays." ' - / » .•

ACTION:

It is recommended that I be permitted to call
and tell her that the Bureau previously had submitted a memorandum
regarding the Highlander Folk School to Er« Bazelon when he was
7.1th the Department on February 21, 1947, and also to tell her for
tiie Judge's information that while there are several references to
this group in the Dies Committee Reports , it has not been cited
by that body. If you a^ree Till be so advised.

jH'<L

/) —
jcic^

^vvA. n-ii-j-a

$

- 2 -

tNTlALj

ffir. - ::^. fls* ''"'" ":-.;
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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DATE^m
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^fCORDED - 67
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September 15, I950

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
NED

has been received.*^
d8ted ^P^nher 2$ I950

' c?^rd

^^$S*j32 r CD
to
CD

V

"it.:

...1

Uii

-**ge_.

NJchoX*

Rosen

Tracy

«*elannt

MolW

T »I«. ftoo*

•'flSBe

~J- t
Your courtesy in f«*-™, ^ •

SAC, New Orleans ftftth ^uJu -^c?,Pne)

information and ^_,v,_ °r your#• • • j. ~^"s ,-f urrusned for v^n

}\wts

<3 John Edgar Hoover
Director
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

-**1

December 10, 1950

'4m

$Q§ Mr. Hugh H. Clegg

5

Assistant Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation >

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Clegg:

I was pleased to read from the International Labor
News Service that you feel that the "success of

communism" can be measured by the weaknesses of

democracy. I am lead to believe by your analysis

of the situation that you would approve the enclosed

statement of policy of the Highlander Folk School.

In the South people are often criticized who believe

as we do here at Highlander that discrimination is

incompatible with democracy. In fact I was told

recently by one of your agents that the contents of

the enclosed news release v/ould be considered comra-

unistic by a majority of Southern people.

I sincerely trust that the position taken by you in

the New York Herald Tribune forum is the official

position of the F.B.I,, and not the position implied

by the activities of your representatives who have

;
questioned our neighbors regarding visits of Negroes

..-«., to the School. ^

snjf Would you clear this matter up for me?

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED y y V
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE m/gLBY ftptm
HEREIN I.S UNCLASSIFIED V /V &£££

(*</&** RECORDED - &
/,/

/ /

'+* '' « I^FN Jf> t utr*-*"
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Higilander Folk School for immediate release
tionteagle, Tennessee

Uonteagle, Tennessee . . . November 20, 1950 • • ,"0ur Christmas bells cculd

be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brother-

hood/ Uyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander

Folk School,

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing

for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth,

and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could fill the troubled world with

v, rights of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said,

"Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of

man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to

^ the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education

and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the

community and to equal access to public services," the religious leaders were

told.

'We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full

voice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market

plcoe throu^i cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is

limited; and that deniocracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination

and segregation.

"The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal,"

-** Horton. "An amy of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and

traditions of the American people must be created. By broadening the scope

of democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every

relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that

nothing undemocratic could stand in its path."

"£:£
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HIGHLANTER FOIK SCHOCL
STATEiJFNT OF PURFOIE, PROGRAU AND POLICY

Vfe reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and
freedom to all; in democracy as an expanding concept encompassing huiasn

relations from the smallest community organization to internetional struc-
ture; and peraeating all economic, social, and political activities.

Democracy to us means that membership In the human family entitle s all to
freedom of thought and re] igion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of

the community and to equal access to public services,

Y/e hold that democracy is inactive unless workers fre given a full voice
l

| in industry through unions; or farmers are given * voice in the market
pl*>ce through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought end discussion is

£ limited; that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
and segregation; that there must be diversity of approach but each step

must be in conformity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo-

cratic act.
"'
v-*

*i:|s v:it- * democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that gets in
'^ *::- -.o.y

J v.' hether.it be totalitarian communism, or fascism or monopoly
dominated capitalism.

,

, ^ The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader-
-'.'_ for democracy. Our services are available to labor, farm community,

."-": religious and civic organizations working toward a democractic goal.

/ "' -p - ture of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs
(

^ *v.f -tudents.

... e -A the services of the School by individual organizations vdll be in
• -.--- d:".?.e with th^ir own policies so long as these policies do not conflict
v.dth the purposes of the School. A staff member will assist in planning

and coordinating all prog rails.'

... ::; :.l -:.'jer Folk School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned

hv the t^ching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program

-•f tV* School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the
t-+o*f pr.fj recognized Southern leaders.

ig''-lander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ-

izations served by the School, foundations and tuition.

Th° times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal. An

ui- of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and traditions of

the American people must be ere e ted. By broadening the scope of democracy

to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation-

*«}^w the »rmy of democracy would be so vast and so determined thrt nothing

v \r'-:.-; could stand in its path.

'-.r-::- roved by the Exeoutive Council, April 3rd, 1950
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Inasmuch as it was felt that It would be more desirable for this
letter to be answered by Mr. Clegg over his own signature rather than to
have an answer over the Director's signature, -^memorandum was routed to
Mr, Clegg on the afternoon of December 22, 1950, in order that he miglat

prepare the letter. Mr. Clegg returned the memorandum for preparation of
a reply by the Security Division. It was received on the afternoon of
December 26, 1950, (after the Christmas holidays) by the Security Division
for this purpose. Immediately another reply to Horton was prepared dated
the following day, December 27.

On January 3, 1951, the letter was returned to the Security Division,
requesting that another reply be prepared for lories Horton, this time delating
a sentence that was in the previous letter. This was done immediately and
the revised letter was approved and mailed on January 3, 1951*

<#*'
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Office Memorandum UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT

THE DIRECTOR

D. M. lAdd

date: January U/

HIGHlJtfrt)ER POLK SCHOOL
ftl| lfcll_^. l^^-

MYLE^HORTON, DIRECTOR ALL INFORMATION CONfAtWtDT
INTSrHal SECURITY (C) H£RE|N ,5 UNCLASSIFIED

"

TO

FROM s

SUBJECT:

PURPOSE

To fiiplainj^ursuant to your request, , the del?5 "in

answering the letter of M^lea Horton, director of the Highlander'
Folk School... "" """

DETAILS

Under date of December 10, 1950, Myles Horton, who is the
subject of a closed security investigation} wrote a letter to
Assistant Director Hugh H. Clegg (letter and enclosures attached), -

asking Mr- Clegg to comment on a news release which set forth the
aims and purposes of the Highlander Polk School. He further made
reference to an alleged statement made by an Agent of the FBI con-
cerning the news release.

According to the various time stamps, the letter was
received at the Bureau on December 1$, 1950 (Friday). It was
received in Mr. Tolson's office at I4.: 06 PM, December 18 (Monday).
Mr. Clegg ! s office received it at 5:10 PM, December 19. It was
received back in Mr. Tolson f s office at 5:56 PM, December 20.
It was received in Mr. Ladd*s office at 6:15 PM, December 20 and
was received by the Security Investigative Division (Mr. Belmont's
office) on December 21, 1950, for handling.

It was noted in Myles Horton 1 s letter that he accused an
Agent of making an improper statement and in order to clear up this
item, SAC Robey of Knoxville was telephonically contacted at 11:00 AM,
December 21, 1950, and instructed to make inquiry among the Agents of
his office to determine if any Agent had made the alleged statement*
On the same day, while awaiting a reply from the Knoxville Office

,

a file review concerning the Highlander Folk School and Myles Horton
was made.

A teletype reply was received from the Knoxville Office
at 5^21 PM, December 21, 1950, wherein the alleged statement referred
to in Horton 1 s letter was emphatically denied. On the morning of
December 22, 1950 (Friday), a memorandum was prepared, setting forth
background data concerning tfce Highlander Folk Srtiool yand Myles
Horton (attached), to which was attached s^^ropo/ed^r4ply--bo/$3
Myles Horton over your signature. ' ~ 1 *"**

Attachment
61-7511
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FBI KNQXVlLLE 12-21-50 5-21PM

"RECTOR, FBI ATT,-- -INSPECTOR L.L. LAUGHLII

LETTER FROM MYLES HORTON/KIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, ^TEAGli^TO

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR H.H. CLEGG, BUREAU. RE TELEPHONE CALL INSPECTOR

LAUGHLIN TODAY. MYLES HORTON CONTACTED DECEMBER SEVEN, FIFTY BY SAS }

r>-
AND

fl
IN CONNECTION WITH THE

WILLIAM WALTER REMINGTON PERJURY CASE. BOTH AGENTS STATE

•*)

;'V-4'.v.^''--/,''ji I

?-.:*i-. ":-">.- .-ft

XV
I

EMPHATICALLY THAT HORTON DID NOT SHOW THEM NEWS RELEASE REFERRED TO Vj

S~IN HIS" LETTER TO MR. CLEGG^DATED DECEMBER TEN LAST AND NO STATEMENT ^
MADE BY EITHER AGENT THAT WOULD EVEN REMOTELY APPROACH HORTON-S g

ALLEGATION. SIGNED STATEMENTS BEING TAKEN FROM AGENTS AND BEING

FORWARDED TO BUREAU.

ROBEY

"•-3f

v^

END

ACK AND HOLD PLS

*

5-25 PM OK FBI UA SMS

AH INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^
^HE^tBYSEag

^ffy
'JM 19 1051 £-r ^1

V
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60APR25189?
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Office NLemordnduin • united states government

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

MR, A. H. BELMON:

UR. L. L. LAUGHLZX-f
^JIGKLMJDEB FOLK SCHOOL
UYLES BORTON, DIRECTOR
INTERNAL SECURITY -
(Bureau File 61-7511)

date: December 21, 1950

tolaon

Udd,

Clegg

Gl»*ln__

Hlchol*.

Ho—

n

tracy

H»tt>o

Bilx>nt_

itohr

I called SAC Robey of Knoxville at 11:00 A.M. today

and read to him the letter addressed to Mr. Clegg by Myles
Norton, Director
Tennessee, I also dictated to Mr. Robey the p:

attached to Mr. Horton 1
s letter to Mr. Clegg

;he letter addressed, to Mr. uiegg Dy uyj.es q -^

of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Cr^VyTT
to dictated to J/r. Robey the press release*-

T«l«. k<xm_

Qmdy

J/r. Robey was instructed to make the necessary
inquiry among the Agents of his Office for the purpose of
identifying the Agent mho, according to J/r.. Horton 1 s letter, told

him that the contents of the news release which he enclosed with

his letter would be considered Communistic by a majority of the

Southern people,

I requested Mr. Robey to look into this matter
immediately and to furnish the Bureau very promptly with the

results of his inquiry.

\

-1

LLL:mer

1/

X

uj

JAN 19 1951 .

1

6CiAPR2519&1

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE ^p^M BYtSt^tr

b V
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Office Memorandum • united states government

5 :-**&

to : Mr. Iadd

from j Kr« BelmogfcO

SUBJECT: HIGHI&HDER FOIZ SCHOOL
HYl£ f

:
JORTON, EH RECTOR

INTERNAL SECURITI - C
Bureau file # 61-7511

date: December 22, 1950,

>4i

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN©
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED '

/

DATE^fa £k_BY.S££

Clegg

Olsvln

Nlchoie

RoB»n

Tracy

HfLiQ

Bela»nt

Mofir

Teli. KOOD_

h»iSt

Oandy

Purpose

;

To recommend that the attached letter be approved for
transmittal to Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School.
This letter is in reply to a letter ~.v;;ich Horton directed to Assistant
Director H. H. Clegg at the Bureau.

Details

:

Under date of December 10, 1950, Horton wrote the attached
letter to Assistant Director H. H. Clegg . He attached a statement of
'purpose, program, and policy of the Highlander Folk School which was
approved by the Executive Council on April 3* 1950, and a press release
of the school dated November 20, 1950. In his letter Horton indicated
that a Special Agent of the Bureau had commented that the news release
would be considered Communistic by a majority of Southern people* He
contrasted the alleged statement of the Agent with the recent position
taken by Assistant Director Clegg at the "New York Herald Tribune"

Forum.

On December 21, 1950, the Knoxville Office was telephonically

contacted and advised of the alleged statement made by a Special Agent
of the Knoxville Office, Under the same date the Knoxville Office

replied by the attached teletype that Myles Horton had been contacted

on December. 2,.. 1950, by Special Agents ^Pland WKEH&SHHV in connection with the William Walter Remington perjury

case. Both Agents have stated emphatically that Horton did not show

them the news release referred to in Horton' s letter to Assistant

Director Clegg and no statement was made by either Agent that would

even remotely approach Horton f s allegations.

For your information the Highlander Folk School is the

subject of an eight section Bureau investigation. This school was
t y

founded in Uonteagle, Tennessee and a charter of incorporation, under

the Code of Tennessee, was taken out on July 31* 193U. The school

at its inception was supported by membersof the Socialist Party

Cs

Enc.losure
tvab
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of nationalprominence, In ridding Norman Thomas. The school was founded
"to provide an educational center in the South for the training of
rural and industrial leaders and for the conservation and encouragement
of the indigenous cultural values of the mountains." Myles Horton, the
present Director was one of the original incorporators. A studv_of
the program of the Highlander Folk School indicates that the school
followed the"_ Communist 'ftirty line .to. a .certain, degree* literature
received by and distributed by the school consists of labor pamphlets,
magazines, Socialist literature, and to some extent Communist literature.
The school is not believed to have passed out pamphlets of the Communist
Party as such but has contented itself with providing publications such
as "Soviet Power," "Communist Manifesto," and literature which presents
the broad picture of Communism rather than that representing the various
turnings of the Co/nmunist Party line* Many individuals of high Govern-

j
ment, labor and social standing have endorsed this school from time to

|i time, including Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt, Mrs* Hugo L. Black, John L,

jj Lewis, Mrs. Harold L. Ickes, and others. (61-7511-132)

Horton was born July 9, 1905, at Savannah, Tennessee. The
investigation revealed that no definite proof of membership in the
Communist Party has been developed concerning Horton; however, there is
considerable information reflecting his close association with Communists
and having Communist sympathies.

Tteco mendation:

It is reconcaended that the attached letter be transmitted

to Horton in reply to his letter to Assistant IXirector H. H. Clegg.

V P r W *
-

cCc/.ua^/

ey<\J

t-e^

- 2 -
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January 3, 1951

Vr. Uyles Morton
Director
Highlander Toll* School
L'onteagle, Tennessee

Dear Sir$ 71177

H«

* M

This will acknowledge your letter sf
December 10, 1950*

It has long been the established
procedure of this Bureau to refrain fro* oommenttng

on the statement of aims and purposes of any

organisation and, therefore, roe cannot comment

on the policies of your school*

With regard to the statement that you

attributed to a Special Agent of this Bureau, this

mill advise that I have •checked with the two

Special Agents who contacted you on December 7,

1950. They emphatically deny that you shoved them

the news release or that they made any statements •

to you remotely approaching your allegation*

V.;

o
Ml
.J

Very truly yours t

Hugh #. Clegtf'- ."
..

Assistant Director j

a

o
'J

at yALL INFORMATION CQNJAINEQ

HERBN K UNCLASSIFIED
w

6 fc A!- M ^ j'jbl

u
r
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Office Memomndum
TO j

FROM :

SUBJECT:

PURPOSE

MR. D. 31. LADD

MR. A. H. B
f /
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT*

date: February 26, 1951

Tolaon_

Udd

Internal Security - V

To recommend that the attached letters to
Roger^Baldwin of the''American Civil Liberties Union and
to Peyton Ford be approved* These letters as they now
read conform to the instructions of the Director which
appear on the attached communications to these individuals
previously prepared.

Clegg_

01»vln__

Nichols.

Rosen
i

Tracy

Harto

B«liaDr<t_

Monr

Tale. Koob_

Naasg

Candy

ACTIOH

J

h

The' attached letters are being submitted for
your approval*

The questions raised by the Director on your
.

memorandum to him dated February 23, 1951, are presently
being studied and the answers will be furnished to you

immediately. / Fcnrs^
HORDED

.
; of

Attachments / £*imm
ALL INFORMATIONtONTAlNED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

<-*
'/<

mn

jflf
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IV • Roger X. Baldwin
Chairman, National Committee
American Civil Liberties Union
170 Fifth Avenue \
'.eio York 10, ?'ew York yj
Dear >/r« Baldwin*.

3faiU»ral bureau of InurBfigation

llntfpii State* Bcparttmnt of Snaiir*

Q3asI?iii9foii 25, B.GT.

February £3, 195

•Sfc^^P1^*^
K\j^V\***^«L"

k?»- to i<ourTieit£F~ o/ February 14, 1951,
'.ng the Highlander Folk School, in which you referred.concer' _

he *!eX conducting an inquiry into this school because of
interracial edit cat ion§ L though* tj<?' a sag J rf fe e - ta-frgr-g s ted

to /mow tfce*~"£ hdro&'-h&d-a c&refuX~&J*eck suaduz -fca±Ji_3kAs -sai±#.r.
its

it

n f -f r
.1

Thi5 will assure youJJ&'t-no inves^i^rtT:
concerning the interracial educ^'tio--'1 "-

•ol you men^fhed. Z'e have^^f cou

3 >ol ico.

s\'.cn a?
' * e cool ican

;•
*> ';rce fory^gu ida

s for app
of

cap

on
es

, ha; i'een to secure info n?. a ti ym at its
governmental agencies in considering

tr^lft.

~o r:to.ct YeorsreptG'bives of this school on
h -re ''lolibgrtrtfcnd security in vesti cations

iries

In
security of
charged to

i nforma ti on
nativity*
cearity in

the High
r. c h inv ety
x r. d i y ij^iuci

•.-as ffiis n u

ful Tilling our responsibility to protect the internal
gatiozi is
substantial
In subversive
mber of

nqui-ry
e j^qu thai
hat the
tivi ti es» nor

r
:

course of the-* ^

Pne schooljuue -either
a source of^Arr station to $

// the school^^ncve issued appropriate?
"Tnue any direcj^vontccts with representative?

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
!?™ r

!N IS, UNCLASSIFIED

—

Urt i 1 cyWW BY5gyg7tf|

Sincerely yours,

X
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L^r. Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General

Director, FBI

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Information Concerning

.;:•:?:. 103

dir

^V"i'>

fro
Uni

W- IIyl
to

p^w, can
"

'" < vie

.h
Reference is made \o your two memoranda dated Februar

1951, wherein you referrea^to correspondence from Xtyles Horton
ector of the Highlander Folk School, Uonteagle, Tennessee, and ^
n Albert F. Barnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory s»

versity, Georgia.

.£.

With regard to the correspondence you received from
es Horton and your proposed draft\ reply, I am returning then
you. In connection to your proposed letter to Mr* Horton, I
not accede to the proposal of havkng our Agents conduct inter*
it's at the Highlander Folk School^uilh otv n ographic or acd iti-e

£&nfirej—&f th-e—Vichnal s\resen.t* Phoas inturutttoA uvv fur* the
T-.^^^Vf7 n r\ . a confidential hn nl9 an d fit

TTO

W*^~Oj
i ndiui iiBciy~c7n£g7»

act
rcc

inv
.'* .-) ~ r.

4
" '

' r

\ t l ':"

,--.-.., or
-*' —

s- i a

I have checked into this allegation node by ),!r* Horton
I nont to assure you tliat we have never investigated the
'.lancer Foil: School, any representative' of the school, or
other individual on t?ie ground that the Highlander Folk

r ->l or the individual participated in interracial educational
ivities nor have our Agents inquired relative to the inter*
ial aspects of that' school.

For your information the Highlander Folk School was
e.-r' i( ai ed during the early 1940 fs. This investigation was
r'icai-ed on allegations that Communist activities* were being
ried on at the school, She o a-gg-g7rrs—e^-vse$~Tn~T943~~rtndr~n-o
r r iri^trt,

i
'o7r-v-f—4rh c—s-a&e-ol tt-e—e it

e

h~hascreen nade—s i nee ~t tiinr^ti me*

:
!our further information there is attacked herewith a photo-

tic copy of a four -page summary dated February 21, 194?, co\

nina this school.

assttisd ot q^kPa

an

G/'7syj-
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We have, of course, hod occasion to contact representatives
of this school on individual cases such as applicant and security
investigations. The purpose of the applicant inquiries has been to
secure infornation at its source for guidance of governmental
agencies in considering applicants for appointments In fulfilling
our responsibility to protect the internal security of the country,
ike Federal Bureau of Investigation is charged to investigate any
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting
that individual to be engaged in subversive activity. We have in
the post conducted a United number of security investigations of
individuals requiring inquiries at the Highlander Folk School*
However, such investigations were not initiated on the basis that
the individual was engaged in interracial educational activities
nor vxis this question considered in any winner during the courss
of the investigation.

With reference to the letter you received from
/'>'. ^crnettj I can only stale that he has been misinformed J
bv I/i'les Jlorton, director of the Highlander Folk school*

.V.I

For your further information, in addition to the
correspondence between Mr. Mules Morton and Ifr* Clegg of this •

Bureau as reflected by the material enclosed with your memorandum
of February 19, 1951, me have received a communication from
I'r. Sorer K. Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union on
the scr.e subject natter. Copies of V.r. Baldwin's letter and my
'reply thereto are attached for your infornation.

Enclosure

- 2 -
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. Anqeli -

rfi. Karrin* McCormick Bernes
onathan 8. Bingham
<n Dorothy Dunbar Bromley
•rl Cat mar
-.hard S. Child*
rman Cousins

fc
" <»rd J, Ennh

*i* L. Emit
F. Finerty

. William Fitelson

.'Mm Lawrence Fly

Osmond K. Fraenkel
Walter Frank
Varian Fry
Prof. Waiter GeSlhorn
Arthur Gerfield Hays
August Heckscher
Rer. John Haynes Holmes
B. W. Huobsch
Re/. John Paul Jones
Dorothy Kenyon
Corliss Lamont
Pi of. Eduard C. Linderoan
^jr.-amin F. Macleuriri

Merit Miller

Herbert R. Northrup
Mer.»n S. Pifiele

Earner Rica
Whitney North Seymour
Norman Thomas
William L.White

NATIONAL COMMITTED.
Thurman Arnold
Bishop James Chamberlain Baker
Roger N. Baldwin
F'ancis Biddle
e:cf Ed*»in M. Borchard
Van Wyci Brooks
i«ii i 5. Buck

C-. NF--ry Seidrl Canby
' ' - '' i' • C'-.jiimari

Wilii.rc r'niry Chamberlin
Greryi|i e Clark
P'o' H '!•. Sfetle Commager

Ff.l. Gcvge S. Counts
Frcf. Robert t. Cushman

'"^ nil)
T.i i: E'iat

•m i . Fiihar
!-?*'.! Fr-?rso'i Fosdick

,
-• K Gai.ison
C , i:"! ! '-i Gauss

.-> C !•.,-. r'es W Gil key
•---.k ?. Graham
..-. I

j
. -I'S-on

ir. C. Havi>o»
'.'O Howe
,":_»{, t M. Hutchifii

Charles S. Johnson
Merilctai W. Johnson

: cfo Kido
^srr.lr, H. Kiitr
J^hr A. Lapp
- - i 0. idss»sH

, .
* .i.i LCukh

i Lern«r

< .
!.. '! I.'orss LoveJt

R'-t*-! S. Lynd
'-! MecLeitk

- P. Ma quand

J M..Connell

.*. J. Musti
Dr. J. Robert Cpptnheimer
S^hrp G. Bromley Oxnam
-. . F«-. icJ»o d L. P*(iORt
j= i G. F«: or.

/.. "nilip Randolph
V.'l KoqeiS, J:.

John Nevin Sayre
(•-. lev. William Scarlett

Ar'Kur M. Sehleslnqer, Jr.

Joseph jr.hlossberg

O t.I Shepard
- .-f r ^.nr.cod

' ; « ii'.iei Silver

tc«.r-d J. Sparling

RiTison^J Swing
y.' i. Dorothy Tiliy

A u city WiiiierDS
L. Hollinqiworth Wood
P.-. William Lindsay Young

/FFfi.l/STEO C0MMI1TEES

AFRICAN C IVIL \AJ§.tTIES UNION
170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y.

ORcgon 5-5990

Ernest Angell

Chairmm, Board e/ Diratfan

Roger N. Baldwin

Chelrmon, Notional Commltt—

Arthur Garfield Hen

Morris L Ernst

Generaf Cowwe/

Patrick Murphy Mai in George E. tvmlquitt

Executive Director AMiefemf Oir+dor

Clifford Forster

Herbert Monte Levy George Soli

Staff Cevrum!

71176
February lU, 195*1

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

"Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr, Hoover i
<£7~"~

It has come to my attention as a contributor to th

Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, that agents of your'office ii*v« n

| recently "been conducting an inquiry into the school, apparently on

[the ground that inter-racial education is somehow Subversive".

I cannot quite believe that any such attitude correctly reflects

your policies, and therefore venture to suggest that you may be

interested to check up on the inquiry

•

Vie would appreciate being advised of the facts as to. why any

investigation of the school has been made.

Mi INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

nATF^fo BY.iS£S
I r-

Roger Ee^fialdwin

INDFYFD iT
r '

MPs 1 1981
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IV • Ro?er //„ Baidutn
Cr-cfrr.an, national Connittee
American Civil Liberties Union
17D Fifth Avenue _
AVt; rorAr lfi.'Xcb fbrk

ft
81

Xear /'/•• Bcldxi

m

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated
February 1<1, 1251^ concerning t/i<? Highlander Folk School,
in lohich you referred to the FBI's conducting an inquiry
into this school because of its interracial education.

A careful investigation into this natter has
established that .no investigation by the FBI has been
conducted of the "Highlander folk School on the 'round
thai thai school or anyone connected vitk it has
sponsored interracial educational activities* Repre-
sentatives of this Bureau have had occasion to contact
representatives of this school on individual cases such
as applicant and security invcsiii oti ons m

.

I?o.\-.i;er9 since our contacts at the school
hie either been ni sunderstood or have becone a
source of irritation to JL'r # Wiles Her ton, director
of the school, X have issued appropriate instructions
to cHc continue any direct contacts utth representatives r .

of the school. ;.

°"

:/-5'l

Sincerely your a
t

'*/-m
y

~ cc - N$w York (w/enclL/re) 33USW i0' !<i30
~f >

— ^Knoxville (vo/e/iclVsure) \ S i

y ^ <f>^^ -"Tt—zc-*7-T—i -^3AJtWORMAWC0»ffAINI
HEREIN IS UNGftSSIFIED

S->*f£:
.•"i--»?r-
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Honorable J. Howard McG
United States Attorney Ge

Washington, D # C.

Dear Mr. McGrath: ..- , , - yro™,iiriiw^'—

—

- -«« -
/ ^^ ^nL-CIY^ BIGHTS SEO. J

Uiss Lucy Randolph' Mason, Southern ClCrrtrbTic Relations
Representative, has suggested that I ask your advice about a
problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Hi£i lander
Folk School, Because of your own personal feeling in regard to
discrimination, Miss Mason felt that you would understand the
problem here and be in a position to give advice

«

/
The Highlander Folk School endeavors to put racial democ-

racy into practice; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi-
tion.

T
iJe hardly expected, however, to have Negro students made

the subject of investigations by the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
On October 11th I wrote Senator Estes Kefauver that FBI agents were

asking our neighbors about the attendance of Negroes and implying

that our non-discrimination policy was communistic and immoral.

This line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our

neighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to be at the School,

On December 10th I raised this cjiestion with Mr, Hugh H,

Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

and quoted one of the FBI agents who had told me that he thought

our enclosed news release condemning discrimination would be. con-

sidered communistic by a majority of Southern people.

The apparent confusion of racial democracy with communism

by the FBI agents and the implication of this kind of thinking

alarmed the Highlander Executive Council members who met January 22

and 23.

S^'/iic* RECORDED- 24 r t

ALUNFORMATiONCONTAINEtt^
2 ^

l

'I2** HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
***' 0ATE^E|kBY^
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Honorable J. Hov.'&rd McGrath page 2 January 31, 1951

?1163
Council me .Tiber s were also disturbed by the exchange of

correspondence with Mr, Clegg. If agents can deny what they have
s&id, they can likewise report things they have not been told. Since
th«y go in pairs, the person interviewed is at a disadvantage,

With this problem in mind, a motion was made by Miss Lucy
Ran^iph iiason nthat, because of pre -„. . -.j-. _~ „--~, ~_ — previous misunderstandings in inter-

§1 views --.* th Fbl agents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the
staff 2.r»-j shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents be
put ir; writing, and shall make his replies in writing - provided
lfcgal covr*sdl advises this action*"

The Council is not raising the question of giving inform-
ation, but of giving it in such a way that the person interviewed has
the prelection of a written record. Could you advise us as to the
ler/ility of the Council proposal that interviews be carried on in
writing

,;j Us shall greatly appreciate your advice on this matter.

Very sincerely yours,

iI«*2*?^¥iio rton , D :! re

c

to

r

Highlander Folk School

T, S, J. ».7ar.t to ia ss on s. coa-up-nt on this letter c\-de by a neighlor.

cci Sc-i.ator E,>tc.~ Kefauver

enclosures
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department of Justice

©ff trr of the Bfputj} Altornrji General

Klastjtngton

February 19, 1951

Mr. Kyles Horton 71161
Director, Highlander Folk School
tfonteagle, Tennessee

My dear Mr. Horton

i

This will acknowledge your letter of January 51, 1951, ad-
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob-
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander
Folk School, Tou advise that the Highlander Executive Council

members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Mr*
Hugh H. CI egg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they have
said, they can likewise report things they have not been told.
Tou quote a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Randolph Mason, .

which provides that the Highlander Director shall speak for thel\
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents I I

be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro- »

vided legal counsel advises this action. You then request the , i

Attorney General's advice as to the legality of the council's J

I

proposal that interviews be carried on in writing* I

'

I should first pointy out to you that the Attorney General

is authorized by law to give jj&clvice only to the President of the
United States and to the various Department heads, in view of
•which I regret that the Department cannot advise you regarding
the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that

there should normally be no serious objection to having Special

Agents contact the Highlander Director when desiring information

from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re-
plies to questions, either in the form of stenographic recording
of the questions and answers, or in the form of affidavits, would

be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect*

AttlNFOBMATJON CONTAINED

HERSNlS1MASSlE®=.
dm

Tours sincerely,

Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General,y Attorney General . (a

&&
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Mr. t'yles Horton
Director, Highlander Folk Sohool
kontcagle, Tennessee

Ky dear fcr* Eortom

71165

Ti&& will acknowledge your letter of January 31, 1951, ad-

dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob-
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander
Folk School. Taa advise that the Highlander Executive Council

members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Mr.
Hugh H. Cleg^, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and ooff-ueat that if amenta can deny what they have

said, they can Likewise report things they have not been told.

You quote a motion which was Bade by Miss Lucy Randolph Ifason,

which provides that the Highlander Director shall apeak for the

staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents

be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro-
vided le

fc
al counsel advises this action. lou then request the

Attorney General's advice as to the locality of the council's
proposal that interviews be carried on In writing.

I should first point out to you that the Attorney General
is authorised by lav to £ive advice only to the President ot the

United States and to the various Department heads, in "slew of
which 1 /e^ret that the f-eparti-en t cannot advice you regarding
the lec^l situation involved. It occurs to r?.e, however, that

there should normally be no serious objection to having Special

Agents contact the Highlander Director when desiring information

fro?! the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re-
plies to questions, either In the fora of stenographic recording

of the questions and answers, or to the fonr of affidavits, would

be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents

quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect.

i4Mf9R^4GN CONTAINED
You re sincerely,

Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General

CiPtwa
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Highlander Folk School for immediate release

wonteagle, Tennessee

Uonteagle, Tennessee . . • November 20, 1950 • . ."Our Christmas bells could

be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brother*.

;i hood," Myles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander

Folk School. 7116*3

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing

for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth,

and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could fill the troubled world with

thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said.

"Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of

man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to

the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education

wid health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the

oor.Juum.ty and to equal access to public sendees," the religious leaders were

^ld.

"We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full

mice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market

pzp.zr through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is

limited ; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination

,, ,? ,.,- r;.T ration.

"The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal,"

_,„,~ .'.^rion* "An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and

traditions of the African people must be created. By broadening the scope

./,; Amocracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every

relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that

nothing undemocratic could stand in its path*"

«u itfrG^ATICN CONTAINED &/- 7«S7/ - / ¥ 7
;::?;:.:<::? unclassified \ ********
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Tracy City, TwttwpflB^
Jan. 31, 195L

Dear llyles:

This, to -my mind, is a thoroughly honest end perfedtly concise expression
of thf- problem you present. I cannot see how Mr, McGrath can fail to under-
stand it* significance, and understanding, fail to take steps toward the pre-
vention of future trouble

•

Please feel free to use rae as a reference if you have such need, I am
always willing to speak or write my convictions regarding your personal inte-
grity and the high purpose of Highlander,

I was here some years before you came. The newness of your program aroused
wonder end even suspicion in the community. We heard wild tales of communistic
intent, alliance with Russia, machine guns in the attic and varous forms of
1 -morality. People cane to me with these extrabagant rumors, begging me to

"do some tiling about it," I did do something. I visited the school when you
and Don '.>Ft rave a "play-party" for the children of our community* I went
again when uim Dombrowski started a Bible study class. 7/e learned a good deal
r.bout social conditions in the days of Anos and llicah. I went to a meeting
held after a neighbor's house had burned down and you started plans - and
funds - for building a new home for him. I went to a Christman party where I

helped with the children's gases and saw you play Fanta C&aus vdth a bag of
presents. Once I went to a sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit. I was
sick at the time the P. T. /• • was organized in your living room, but 1 heard
.-..;! about it. 1 heard, too, of other "good deeds" — by this tine the neighbors
Vid something else to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days.
One dark night, Jim went a good viay to bring a doctor for r ne of my school
girls in time to save her and her laby. "I didn't know there were such good
folks," one neighbor woman said. Then I heard about the time that Claudia Lewis,
*he I.'ur^ery School teacher, and another one from Highlander, prepared all that

was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family,

«11 trftse things and many more convinced me that your purpose and plan for

l„;:,j!V to live jn our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive,

iii ifa^er years 1 have learned more of your practical program, your concept of

true democracy in your policy of non-discrimination, non-segregation, and your

actual example in living what you believe. I know a minister who said, ifl wish
I could feel that I came as near as ilyles Horton to real consecration to the

Cause of real Christianity,"

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN

DATE^
S UNCLASSIFIED

lX // 757/ '/¥ c

)
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iiyles Hortai page 2 Jan. 31, i951

71168
H
I;o you think Highlander is radical?" The last time I was asked this

question, I gave this answer which I would give today* "Yes, they are radical -
as radical as the Declaration of Independence - or the Sermon on the Mount,"

It is because you dare to believe that not only "all men are created free and
equal", but that there should be "liberty and justice for all" that you are radi-
cal, iind the one who bade all men to act like brothers, made no difference be-
tween his white children and the black.

I deplore the recent "investigation" of the FBI agents, implying as it did,

that your non-discrimination policy toward Negro students constituted proof of
ynur communistic nature, purpose, plan arid intent* Vfhen racial democracy can be

confused with communism in the minds of F B I agents, there is cause for alarm,
it seems to me. Our community has come a long way In appreciating and under-
suarxing the policy of Highlander, its principles, its ^practice of real democracy.
But this faith though fostered for so many years by living proof and example,
cannot fail to suffer from the shock of a visit from the F B I in -which the

school's policy of non-discrimination is given a red tag and lafeel*

.':ith all this is mind, I am glad you have written this letter to 1*1rJdcGrath.
T h^TP it leads to a definite unders tanding which will affect all future
interviews.

.3th best wishes for you and the rest of the Highlander staff, I remain

Your friend,

Lav^fustus
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Highlander Folk School
lionteagle, Tennessee
December 10, 1950

71163

Mr. Hugh H. Clegg
Assistant Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Der.r Kr. Cleggt

I was pie fised to read from the International Labor Hews
Service that you feel that the "success of communism"
can be measured by the wpaknesses of democracy. I am led
to believe by your analysis of the situation that you
would approw the enclosed statement of policy of the
Highlander Folk School*

In the South, people are often criticized who believe as
we do here at Highlander that discrruination is incompati-
ble with democracy. In fact I was told recently by one of
your agents that the contents of the e noosed ners release
would be considered cor.rnunistic by a majority of Southern

P? ople •

I since rely trust that the position taken by you in the
New York Herald Tribune forum is the official position of
the FJs JL., and not the position implied by the activities
of your representatives who have questioned our neighbors
regarding visits of Itegroes to the School*

..'ould you clear this matter up for ce?

Sincerely yours,

T;;.V.

Myles Horton
Director

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN /S UNCLASSIFIED

DATEd^sj£L.BY^ESi
cPlsrs

iJ-ltni-jr'f
•?

ENCLOSURE



w

^3

* Utdtod trtatoa i*0£tri2»nt of Jmtlot *
T mitsml Bureau or Xrrveflti^Uoft f

Jtirxjy S* led

71170

Hi^ilftater Folk s&ool
Ifcatc*£>«, ten-see**©

Sear tin

This trail MlaixlcdQ© your letter of
Pocftifjar I0t X$eO#

It has loii& bacn fee eei&VUehed prosed t;*e

of title r urctiu to rc£r*.in flp&a eaaaettttnG on the
etcteA^s.t of zkJS tol fcurptwoe of et^r orj&ul tali one
«n3 # tlcrcfcpOi t?o ctTKWt o&swnfc o& th» poliois*
of ytfyr echcol*

Kits: r*ifinl to tbo gtftto.tf?a& ttet yew
fcltriVjtcd to a s^tcl'il A^piit of \iiip l'uro&v». tide
vill&dvlw thfit X tew olaco'sid «ltk thD txro Special
Acoxto wtxo oo&tfcetoA you ol: Iteecs&ar 7* 1S50« *iw£r

or^-Atia.lly do^ that you euo^oA t&*a tk« jewg
roi^ce- or U&t fcoy ».£e fcs^ Kl&tCiseirwS to you

Vary truly yaaret

Iluji £1* Cl«f3
Aesirtant ttSreot*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE d>hc
ifyg BY ?TPK k
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froa Highlander Ixecuttve Council minute*

£; (pace 3) Jan 22-23, 1951
71173

?* Morton ga^e a full report on boob recent activities of FBI agent* who ax*

'?'&
questioning people in the eomsttnity. The agent*" haw bean asking neighbor* about -

!#
^ - ;..;..

p ifegross attending or visiting Highlander* Horton r*ad a letter he wrot* Senator

.";; aefauver which saida in partj "They (the FBI agents) have been particularly

4 inaietent in their questions about the attendance of Regross at Highlander

{| sessions and conferences* They wanted to know where people steep and what goes

"t -.. rUr the conferences are over * . » J Hops you can find tis» to look into

# •'
thie situation end do something to stop intimidation of our neighbora and the

fe* ir.fezenc* that the non-disc rifflination policy of the school, which is that of tfa*
->* •

•

^'5 CIO and iUT», is coxsnronistic and immoral**

Horton continue* that the a^nt* are going around the community trying to etir

-;'£
tp tte people by asking loaded questions about the Hegro students at Highlander*

;•, .vM.irfw, Horton read a ne\rcpap3r report that the assistant director of the FBI

N
, ., c'. ; a speech at the Kew Tork Heral* Tribune forum in which he said discrimination

>v
- m-?5

'

iniciipatibl* witb democracy* Horton et£i£.ratulated tho F B I epoke em&n and

jti:--*ted a coisrasnt mad* to him a? an ? B I agent who said that a Highlander Sew*

*0*&*i which condeama discrimination, would be considered coEjamistio by a majority

i'.-.terii ppoplJB» The FBI Assistant Director answred that he had personally

r* * •" d the matter and that botfc agents who talked with Horton, denied emphatically

-*'-- say such statrasi**

After prolonged discussion, it was tioved by I<ucy Randolph Macon that, because

of previous misunderstandings in interviews with t B I agents, the Highlander

Director shell apeak for the staff and shall ask that all question* poaed by any

»bi agents be put in writing, and ahall nak» hi* xeplie* in writing - provided

«i INFORMATION CONTAINED

hhi<EINBl*CLASSIMEO \ CI-I^H-i^

r*

[:ATEcfe£LBY^^y^,^
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71172
legfcl ooxiosl edviaci thia action* Uotlcn »*con<ted ty *cdl BUllmU

end pfcoood*

Xt wa* al«> PUCflrcVd by Kl»8 MuPan that th* Elector shall mitt

>&i| U.VW.tciwy CWral tamd KcCrath and i**l*w tht* tituatlon and espUin

to Mrt why » ha^u t*«n for-oad to tafcs tfci* aetloni tad that * aopy *t

thlo l*tUr aholl be **nt to Sonatcr te Cfcuwr ond Highlander ftpcnaor»»

-cv:.
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Vfe reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and

freedom to all: in democracy as an expanding concept encoffipassin? h'vAsn

relations from the smallest community organizetion to internetional struc-
ture; and permeating p-ll economic, social, end political activities.

Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education

and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of
the community and to equal access to public services.

We hold th?t denocrac is inactive unless workers r re given a full voice

in industry through unions; or farmers are given ' voice in the market
wir«p thropfh cooperatives ; or where fieedom of thought end discussion is

limited; that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
and segregation; that there must be diversity of approach but each step

must be in conformity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo-

cratic act.

Vith « democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that gets in

>,:." v,-" v;Iv~thcr it be totalitarian ccnimunism- or fascism or monopoly

dominated capitalism.

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader-

-r.ip for democracy. Uur services are available to labor, farm co'-munity,

religious and civic organizations working toward a democractic goal.

The r.rture of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs

cf the students*

Use of the services of the School by individual organizations vail be in
r-ccordanee ^ith their own policies so long as these policies do not conflict

with the purposes of the School, A staff member will assist in planning

r»nd coordinating all programs,

Th<= Highlander ?ollc School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned

by the teaching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program

of t.h-- School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the

"V'--ff and recognized Southern leaders,

Highlander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organQ 5
izations served by the School, foundations and tuition, ££ $£

The times call for an affinitive program, based on a positive goal. An

&imy of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and traditions of

the American people must be created. By broadening the scope of democracy

to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation- K ,

PTiit), T,ne srnv ox democracy iroiua uc ou wov «u*u <=w uowi.iu.uvu w*«* v wvim-h^ *—j • -~* *--*-

— ULJ

undemocratic could ntand in its path. <Czl:cl.\

Approved- by the Executive Council, April 3rd, 1950

ihlr//
. ,/ ft
/ Y V
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Pr, JohnltowQy

Saul D/'Alinsky .

Mr. & Mrs, Josoph'Barnes

Dr. A, DM3eitteV-

Mary McLeod-Bethune

JIGJ^ilBR FOLK SCHJQL

71174
Algernon --Slack

Dr. B. R."~8razoal

Urs.EthBrtiyda

Rev. YJitherspooh\podge .

Clifford J»4>urr
;

Kerml^Bby

Mrs, Gladys TalbottN^dwards

Gcrtruc&TEly v.... T -.
v

" "j

Rev. W. J.~Faulkner

Mr. & Mrs, J. R. Tollman,

Mrs. Harry'Gershon /

Clinton SrtJoldon

Gcorgo M;- Guest, U.D.-

Mrs. Grace T, Hamilton

Loon Henderson"

J # Lewis- Henderson .

Rabbi Arthur He rtzberg * "

(

^DrTFlcnin^ Jarae eu^

Dr. Charles S. Johnson

Dr. Lilian V?jNJohn8on

tcwisSJones .

May Justus .
'

" ;" •-

PredaHLirchwey

SPONSORS
:

tt;>.
"'• c ;"

'-
' ..."

l
-.

<" ."' '•:/

Mrs . SiffionTTuhn
. ,

- V .".=

'

r '
'"' :

"' - >^i'"' '

i

Mr* & Mrs. Corliss Xamont

Mrs. Ernest K^Lindley

A. A^Liveright .'•/.. --</'

Lucy Randolph Mason .

Dr. Benjamin Ev.Ma.

Carey McWiHiajav-".\ ,.

Dr. Georgei^fitchell

Mrs* Lucy Spraguo Mitchell

Rev. Walter Gl Muelder

Dr. ReinholdVwiebuhr "\

Jennings Perry
:

'.'«

C larence B ^ -Picke tt

Dr Walte r Rautcn s"trauch

.

Malcoli^rtpss
^ \\

' j.
•

Rev, Eugena "Smathers ^

Hilda wY&ni

P # A. -Stephens, M.D #

Jordan Stokes HI

Dr. Alva W. Taylor

Dr# John B f Thompson

Mrs. M. B^illy

Dr. WiUard""tJri>aus
_

Go rhard Vari^Arksl

i^v.U-

J» Raymond Walsh

Hon. & Mrs. J. WatieT-Varing

AubroJ^wiUiams

Thomas Williston, MJ),
'

Dr. Louis^Wirth
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£'r» Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General

Ilrector, FBI

l'Igelahdeh roir school
Information Concerning

'thruc-ry 2C9 lOCfy

C-Z£ISI?-?IAL

INDEXED- ?4

71160

Reference is r,ade to your ttoo nenoranda 0md February
1Z, 1951, therein you referred to correspondence from kyles Gorton,
director of the Highlander Folk School j k'onteagle, Tennessee, and
fro- Albert ESparnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory
University, Georgia,

Sith regard to the correspondence s you received from
I'yles Borton and your proposed draft reply, I of. returning then
to you* In connection to your proposed letter to Ur* Uorton, 1
cannot accede to the proposal of having our Agents conduct inter-
views at the Highlander Folk School which uould require our Agents
tc svhnit written interrogatories at all tines in ell matters upon
Kl.ich the FBI may he seeking information fron the Highlander Folk
•5c

v t.J. Fur* hcrrore, I cannot accede to any restriction which
uo'ild prohibit the FBI fror, interviewing any person it saw fit.
In this particular matter it is suggested that only the
I-igTlander Director could or would be contacted. Rather than
cccctic to any such restrictions, I uould prefer to instruct our
A-enis to refrain from any contact kith any rzev.ber of the

Fi-hlcndcr Folk School staff.
\ 9

I have checked into this allegation r.c.dc by i'n Vor ten
f? nC I i' r^ni to ax sure you that we ha ve never investi gct cd ihe

lirhlancvr Folk School, any representative' of the 'school? or
#

any other individual on the ground that the Highlander F*2k
School or the individual participated in interracial ed&iiiional
acr! ivitics nor have our /.rents inquired relative Ho the inter-
racial aspects of that school. ~ ~~

•
&*-

;us*

—

brrciciVi a ohotos'^iia chph if a four-page suvmary dated February
attache

fa—

n

Hwco

ItDtl

'iTSTj 1947, c~onct-0minpiOti&ii''>*&W<ft

<* %.

i:
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MOWSS,
OH. tx.
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We have, of course, had occasion to contact representatives
of this school on individual cases such as applicant and security
investigation* The purpose of the applicant inquiries has been to
secure information at its source for guidance of governmental
agencies in considering applicants for appointment* In fulfilling
our responsibility to protect the internal security of the country,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation is charge^ to investigate any
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting
that individual to be engaged in subversive activity* We have in

the past conducted a limited number of security investigations of
individuals requiring inquiries at the Highlander Folk School*
However, such investigations were not initiated on the basis that
the individual was engaged in interracial educational activities
~or uas this question considered in any manner during the course
of the investigation* . 71 1 Pi

With reference to the letter you received from
Mr. Bamett, I can only state that he has been misinformed
by Myles Horton, director of the Highlander Folk School*

For your further information, in addition to the
corres ondence between Mr, Myles Horton and Mr* Clegg of this
Bureau as reflected by the material enclosed with your memorandum
of February 19, 1951, we have received a communication from
Mr. Roger N* Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union on

the same subject matter* Copies of Mr* Baldwin's letter and my
reply thereto are attached for your information*

Enpf&P*re

- 2 -
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/ FEBRUARY 27, 1951

SAC, KNOXVILLE

URGENT

<b'-/

ftHIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH G. AS -YOU WERE TELSPHONICALLY

ADVISED ON FEBRUARY WETCTT TWO, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, NO CONTACTS

WHATSOEV^ SHOULD BE MADE AT THE HIGHLANDS* FOLK SCHOOL. YOU

SHOULD FURTH^H INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO

DISCUSSION PRO OR CON SHOULD BE MADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON-

i^NINO THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

HOOVHR

Ml
:mjt//y^

(Per instructions of the Director set forth in the nenorandum
from la*. Laid to the Director dated February 23, 1951)

fi INFORMATION CONTAINED

'HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

OATE^PiiBY^

INITIALED
"iiCIOS'S OFFICE

a \ r. -7

T<

2S<f 'No

1.5* IW ™ I LI ?J - >

'"-' -,-^v-

^ -UMl3$U^ 03A:* :
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"ft
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FEB 27 JS51

$W8

TELETYPE

FBI WASHINGTON DC 2-27-51 2-18 PM HK

SAC.KNOXVILLE U R G E NT

»

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. AS YOU WERE TELEPHONICALLY

ADVISED ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TOO, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, NO CONTACTS

w*ATSOh.VER SHOULD BE MADE AT THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. YOU

:.:0'JLD FURTHER INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO

1: -HUSSION PRO OR CONS HOULD BE MADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON-

Ci"HNING THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

HOOVER

CCRR - NEXT TO LAST LINE WORDS FIVE AND SIX SHOULD READ"CON SHOULD"

~'"" ':^ ACK PLS

OK FBI KX MJY

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . W)^um^m m*-
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O^f^ Niemorandum • united states government

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

77ie director

D. If. Ladd

CON^)EENTiAL
date: February

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C
Bufile 61-7511

PURPOSE

Kg®

Ciasaifi

Dsstess

To recommend that the attached letters directed
to Mr* Roger N. Baldwin of the\American Civil Liberties
Union and SAC Robey of the Knoxville Office be approved,
ihcse letters are concerned with the unfounded allegation
% hat^jt h e__FBl wa s "jib. cejiily _GSLRducting an inqui r y into th_e^

Highlancie~r~Tolk School apparently on the ground that inter-
education is somehow 'subversive.

DETAILS i
V.

Under date of February 14, 1951, Roger N>-Baldwin,
former Director but presently Chairman, National Committee of
the American Civil Liberties Union, wrote to you as follows;

"Dear Mr. Hoover;

,fIt has come to my attention as a contributor
to the Highlander Folk School at Upnteagle, Tennessee,
that agents of your office have recently been conduct-
ing an inquiry into the school, apparently on the
around that inter-racial education is somehow 'sub-
vers ive. '

"I cannot quite believe that any such attitude
correctly reflects your policies, and therefore
venture to suggest that you may be interested to -.

check up on the inquiryft£Q$\)l\) - ]A4, / 75// — /J> /

"We would appreciate* be inppdvised^of the facts
as to why any investigation of zluf^s^^ooj.^ has been

V*v* Sincerely yours,

/s/ Roger N. Baldwin

Roger N* Baldwin"

C

^a
kmb

ts

v*

/ f/?.
CONFItfEIMTIAD
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^CONFIDENTIAL

2^r. itaidwin 's letter is attached* A reply to Mr* Baldwin
is also attached for your approval.

For your information; the Highlander Folk School
.at Monteagle, Tennessee, is the subject of an eight-section
\Bureau case file and considerable investigation was con-
(oTuct'ea concerning this school during the early 1940s. The
first report was submitted under date of January 29, 1940,
and a closing report was submitted on July 4, 1943, by the
Knoxville Office, For your additional information, there
is attached hereto a four~vage summary which was prepared
concerning the Highlander Folk School dated February 21,
1947, This memorandum is up to date inasmuch as no
additional ^investigation has been conducted since 1943.

• *_jL * £ *

In order to definitely ascertain as to whether
there was any basis in the allegation made by Mr. Baldwin,
mentioned above, SAC Robey of the Knoxville Office was
telephonically contacted on February 19 and 20, 1951,
in order to develop full information in this regard.

v

Atomic Energy Act ~ Avplican iK_/Ca s

e

Investigation of __
oeriod from April to Octob er
revealed that

was
1950,

conducted over the
This investi

L-.

1L

jpar t of tne xnv es t \QQt
.
i o no/ ,

t ni s gnniicany
cent e r ed up o rc_ hi s 'ho nn ect Ion ji^ni}he~~Highlande r Fol k S'ch opl .

T7rule~r~~a
rate of February 21, 1&5~1, ~SA0 Ho bey advised by tele-

type there was no discussion of the interracial character
of the Highlan der Folk School during the investigation of
this case.

- 2 -
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CON^ENTIAU

Security Matter -_JC

Burin 1946, Knoxville initiated an investigation
inasmuch as information was received

he had joined the Communist PartJi, USA.

advised that during none of the interviews with
was there any discussion of t he interracia l character o,, , ^^

Highlander Folk fiofiftol. fl B^7 m VJ.JaLwJu*^
in.an a en ce yjty o*A**r^»"»— r y , *«/ T«

£ > r ec t oV~of the^Hiah lander Folk

Tou wiii recall under date of December 10, 1950,
tiylesfi&orton, Director of the Highlander Folk Schtrol, wrote
a leiter to Assistant Director H. #• Clegg to which he attached
a statement of the purpose, program, and policy of the /High-
lander Folk School which was approved by the Executive Council

of that school on April 3, 1950, and a press release qf the

school dated November 20, 1950, In his letter to Mr* Clegg,
Horton indicated that a Special Aaent of the Bureau had
c gmmented that the n .fil£8 ^fl pnq -e w° u.lfLl

^'-' c ° ns i(ier e
..^

Comaiun isti c

kV a„ majjixl&u- -Of s&uthsrn ,ji£j>plJLa„ He contra stedthe opinion

of' the Agent with the position taken by Mr, Clegg at the

CONFIDENTIAL
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"Jltei Torfc herald Tribune" Forum. Prior to answering Horton,
the Knox vi lie Offi ce wa s contacted and Sp ecial Agents

MH and flBHHHUH B w^o
#o^or^?r^)ece?7iaer' 7, 1950, in^corxnectTon with the Remington
perjury investigation, were asked concerning the Borton
allegation. These two Agents furnished a signed statement
to SAC Robey on December 22, 1950, in which they stated
emphatically that the news release referred to in Borton r

s

letter was never displayed to them by Eorton nor the contents
discussed with them by Horton, and that neither of the two
Agents made any comment that even remotely approached the
statement allegedly made to Horton.* At the conclusion of
the interview Eorton was insistent that the Agents accept
the copy of the 1949 Program of the Highlander Folk School,
and a mimeographed release entitled, "Highlander Folk School}
Statement of Purpose, Program and Policy." The signed
statement also carried the statement that at no time had
the Agents questioned neighbors of Horton regarding visits

of Negroes at the Highlander Folk School.

z

Horton
The Knoxville Office had further advised that

had been interviewed on the following cases since
June,
case

;

the Reminoton1950; June 27, 1950, jin connection with
October 6, 1950, in connection with the __^
Atomic Energy Act-App^^ant case; November 2,

in "connection with the f |f Presidential Appointee,
Department of State, LoyalT^o^Goveminent Employees case;
and December 79 1950, mentioned above.

SAC Robey in a teletype dated February 21, 1951,
has advised that the following Agents of the Knoxville
Office have either interviewed Uyles Horton at the Highlander
fVi k School or cpnd uc ted investigations at Monteagle^

urino the past year; ' Special Aaents

'These Agents have emphatically stated that no discussion was^ <

had with Horton on any matter pertaining to the interracial ^k
character of the Highlander Folk School nor has any fnguiry^^v '

een made of Horton or any person in Monteagle or vicinity V

regard to the
k
interr

t
acial character of

COIWENTIAL *4 $<l*j / 4 ' «»^h4-

the school.
"(100-11615-16)

t

•xaaC oS**<**++*-v**>L, CtA^t

,1,

r
1
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#y2es Norton is the subject of Bureau file
100-11615 which is now closed* Be at one time was carried

on the Knoxville Key Fig ure List*

It was noted in Mr* Baldwin's letter that the

allegation against the FBI had come to his attention as a

contributor to the Highlander Folk School, It is possible,
therefore, that Mr* Baldwin had received his erroneous
information from. Myles Morton, the Director of the High-

lander Folk School.

ACTION

In view of the above information, it is recommended

that the attached letter to Mr. Baldwin be approved.

There is also attached hereto a letter to the

Knoxville Office instructing that any future investigation

of the Highlander Folk School should be so conducted that

no individual will obtain the erroneous impression that th>
v

Bureau's interest therein is based on the fact that its /yS'*
facilities are used for interracial education. P

/ V *.

t*. JV r
9 sJi ~t *—" '< V/T

—

Zj ' ft fi

•s\t*asi WLt-f

f)peiCONFIDENTIAL"
RyUs<**\ tr^r^x *
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•HECTOR

2-21-51

VERY URGENT

10-5? AW

ATT- HR. F, J. BA1

KHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH f, SE TEL CALL FEB- pTCHTT. ;

"V-^

fW. LOVING AGENTS THIS OFFICE HAVE INTERVIEWED MYLESSORTON,'"

BISHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL OR CONDUCTED INVESTIGATIONS AT MONTEAGLEj

JttSN. AND VICINITY DURING PAST* YEAR, fl R j(j *^~*^

THESE AGENTS EMPHATICALLY STATE

Til.".! a'U DISCUSSION WAS HAD WITH HORTON ON ANY MATTER PERTAINING -

TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL NOR HAS ANY INQUIRY

BEEN MADE OF BOSTON OR ANY PERSON IN MONTEAGLE OR VICINITY WITH REGARD

TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF THIS SCHOOL- FORMER SA

ACCOMPANIED SA^mB ON NOV. SECOND, NINETEEN FIFTY,

HORTON INTERVIEWED IN CONNECTION WITH CASE ENTITLED^! LGE,

BUFXLF. ONE TWENTYONE DASH TWO THREE FOUR NAUGHT FOUR.

RESIDINGm| HHH
illKlBBHB SA £m| ADVISES NO MENTION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTE1

Of HXS MENTIONED BY EITHER AGENT CURING THIS INTERVIEW. IN§
^P^I^HI AE\ CASE# ^ERE WAS SO DISCUSSION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTI*

OF HFS. ^m HHHB IS CONSIDERED A SOURCE OF 'INFOR-

MATION, BUT NOT AS A POTENTIAL CI.

-•;•! NO f/^
DISCUSSION OF INTERRAClHx-tmARAciXii OF SCHOOL DURING THESE INTERVIEWS,

ROBEY
HKB3 IS UMCLASS!HED^>#n«^*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HERBS IS 1MSASIFIHK*
DATE

ffiq fo
nv,

-

CORRECTION LINE 11 LAST WORD SHOULD
RECOR

WHEN ,
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TELETYPE

FBI KNOXVILLE

TBI

f/*
.1

DIRECTOR,

2-22-51

U R 6 £ N t

ATTN. ASST. DIB. A. ROSEN

10-2SPM EST
, ,

ALL INFORMATION COIfHi
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF0

- ,- y-y" -"—£
V HXGHLAND££_X01 K SCHOOL, IS-C. RE TEL. CALL TODAY* KX LETTER TO

DIRECTOR DATED OCTOBER SIXTH 'THIRTYNINE CONTAINS FIRST REPORTED IHFOR-

MATION IN *X FILES. FIRST REPORT REFLECTING INVESTIGATION WAS SUB-,

KX DATED APRIL TENTH j FORTYONE. THIS*
v"^̂

>.

KITTED BY SA

REPORT CONTAINS INFO ON HISTORY OF SCHOOL AND PEOPLE CONNECTED WITH

IT, LETTER AND REPORT RZFISCT INVESTIGATION INSTITUTED ONLY AFTER ,:

NUMEROUS ALLEGATIONS RECEIVED RE COMMUNIST ACTIVITY AT HFS. REPORT OF

KX, fDATED DEC. THIRTYTH, FORTYONE AND SUMMARY REPORT fi

KX DATED SEPT. TWELFTH, FORTYTWO CONTAIN INFORMATION 5

CONCERNING BACKGROUND, PURPOSES AND ACTIVITIES OF HFS AS WELL AS
'"'."'

... g
PERSONS CONNECTED THEREWITH. NO ACTIVE INVESTIGATION MADE SINCE CLOS-

ING REPORT OF SAC WM. A. MURPHY, KX, DATED JULY FOURTH, FORTYTHREE.
-"'

TILE FAILS TO REFLE C T ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE RECARP-

INC ANY RECOGNI ZABLE COMMUNIST ACTIVITY ON THE PART OF TH£'s^H^bTT7

ITSELF. HOWEVER ALLEGATIONS OF CP SYMPATHY oTacTIVITY~HAVE BEEN C#

. ' j&?

RECEIVED ON PERSONS WHO WERE OR HAD BEEN CONNECTED WITH HFS BUT THESE

INVESTIGATIONS DIRECTED SOLELY TOWARD THE INDIVIDUALS AND NOT THE HFS

«

30ME EXAMPLES ARE CASKS ENTITLED ^BBBBBMBBMH AEA-A

SM-C, BUFILE ONE SIXTEEN DASH ONE SEVEN SIX FOUR TWO SIX.

LGE. M ll ^M-C.

CLE ONE H

JS<-

LGZ«

SIX ONE EIGHT NINE FIVE.

KJI^Ib
lgeV Mr g*a
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PAGE TWO

CP MATTERS, AFTER BUREAU AUTHORIZATION,

FILE. NO COMMENT. WAS MADE BY|

INTER-RACIAL CHARACTER OF. SCHOOL.

OR AGENTS REGARDING THE

WA., SM-C,

fAS INTERVIEWED

AFTER BU AUTHORITY IN EFFORT TO DEVELOP AS INFORMANT IN CP MATTERS

'.*:. ,..__ -.!>.

SINCE HFSJS.JOT A SCHOOL IN THE

NORMAL SENSE BUT MERELY HAS SHORT SESSION LABOR^AND SOCIAL STUDY

CLASSES USUALLY _OF TOO WEEKS. DURATION, NO^ CURRICULUM IS OFFERED

KIIC WHICH WOULD NECESSITATE CHECKS WITH THIS SCHOOL ON APPLICANT CASES

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

NO CASES RECALLED WHERE APPLICANT INVESTIGATION MADE ON EMPLOYEES,

STUDENTS, OR PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH EXCEPT THOSE MATTERS

PREVIOUSLY REFERRED TO. DUE TO VOLUME OF APPLICANT CASES THIS

OFFICE PARTICULARLY AEA-A CASES, PEOPLE LIVING AT MONTEAGLE

HAVE BEEN CONTACTED BUT AGENTS WORKING IN THAT SECTION ARE AWARE OF

THE GENERAL NATURE OF THE HFS AND THEY^HAVE ADVISED THAT N O INQUIRIES

HAVE BEEN MADE CONCERNING , THE SCHOOL OF MATTER OF INTER-RACIAL

CHARACTER OF SAME, I HAVE PERSONALLY CONTACTED ALL AGENTS

tYE

THIS OFFICE WHO HAVE WORKED IN MONTEAGLE AND VICINITY DURING PAST

EAR AND ALL HAVE CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT THEY HAVE DISCUSSED

THE INTER-RACIAL CHARACTER OF THE HFS WITH ANYONE AND ADVISED THEY

HAVE EXERTED UTMOST CAUTION TO PREVENT ANYONE FROM GAINING THE

IKPRESSION THAT THE SCHOOL WAS BEING INVESTIGATED BY THE FBI.

ROBEY

END

10-44 PM OK FBI WA LRP

BZDISC PLS

/?77^ ?•;?;*:": £**?£<&,zg'\ *t3£^V£*SK£ t???££.^&Z"& "^^"Tv-ttV??"TT^'lV^-'?" £
:
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DATE: lurch 5, 19Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
#

rector, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Peyton Ford

eputy Attorney (General

jnQHLANDER__FOLK SCHOOL
Information Concerning

This will refer to your memorandum of February 26, ll^Vfirtf^***! -

reply to my memoranda of February 19, 1951, regarding correspondence w *- S
from Mr ^MylesJforJtp^Jirecto
Honbeagle, Tennessee, and from Mr. Albert J5, Saraatt- of the -Canarer

School of Jheology^ BaoryJtoiyersitVj^Georgia. With the letter from

Mr. Myles Horton I transmitted a draft of a proposed reply for your ^^
comment. In your memorandum under acknowledgnent you state in con- 4*1

nejsMPJLJ^JlJ^JLJproj» sed_letterjbojir^ Horton "I cannot^ accede^ to

the~proposal of having our Agents conduct in teryieyis. at the High-
lanoTer Folk School which would require bur Agents to submit written
interrogatories at. all times, in all matters upon which the E3I may
be seeking information from„;the ,

Highlander Folk School • » Tou add,

furthermore, "Jjgarm^^ccedejio any res trietion^Mch^wouldjpro-
hibitjthe FBI _from interviewing any pers6n~£t ""saw fit" and add
further"that ""rather than accede to any ^cK"re8trictidns,"X would
prefer to instruct our Agents to refrain from any contact with' any
member"' oiTthV Highlander Folk School staff." I note further from a

letter which you addressed to Mr. Roger N. Baldwin, Chairman, Na-
tional Committee, American Civil Liberties Union, under date of

February 26, 1951, you advised him that since your contacts at
the school have either been misunderstood or have become a source
of irritation to Mr. Myles Horton, director of the school, you "have

issued instructions to discontinue any direct contacts with an
resentatives of the school. »

- In this connection I want to draw careful attention to
draft_of _the_proposed_replyjtelJ&t *^Hor.iop_which_ I;

jforwarded^with my
memorandum of February 19 and to point out. that -J diiji££_8iiggeli

tliaVyou"accede "to the request of iflr. Horton* My first point was

tnat™there shouI'd^noraTalTy'be'no serious objection to having agents

of the Bureau make their contacts at one central point; that is, the

director of the school. This would not mean that further contacts

may not be necessary or desirable. My second assumption in pre-

paring this draft was that "if during the interviews it was desired

to make stenographic recordings of the Questions and answers, or to

answer questions propounded by the preparation of affadavits, I

could see no objection to that course of action. In fact, it would

seem that there might be considerable advantage to the Bureau. My
letter did not contemplate that you accede to the request that you

submit written questions in advance with regard to the seeking of

information.

C

u /*°i
RECORDED - 139 Iff r

r\^
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I particularly do not want to leave the Impression that
I am urging any change fo your present method pl.cpntagtfo ft Ijftia
School or any other orjanj^tj&n^n^
to suggest ihatyou discontinuejd^ .contaots, yi^^tbls or ajyy
other organiiaHoBLSLli^^ ftre of TftlM in

promoting the uprJc p-f
.., ,thfi, JHVEJIflli The <***** TOS a suggestion of

a possible solution, on which I wished your comments*

W\UJL
.ijf^M)

o~ia*** v^vv^uAa^toXuvO
<~3-
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

date: March 12, 19$^

Office Memorandum

TO : MR. A. H. BEm

from : MR. L. L. LAUGH.

subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Reference if made to the material forwarded by
Congressman Adam Claukon Powell, Jr. to the Attorney General
on February 20, 19511 Included in this material was a form
letter dated February, 1951, captioned "Dear Friend" over th

signature of Myles\&orton, Highlander Director of the Highlander
Folk School. In this communication the statement appears,
fiYihat strategy prompted the FBI Agents to watch the school by
,>i,ght and to harass neighbors with questions linking Negroes
with Communism is not clear .

"

*W5
At 11:50 A.M. today I called SAC Robey and advised

him of the reference of this material to the Bureau. I particularly
read the above statement and other excerpts from Horton 1 s letter.

I inquired of Mr. Robey whether Agents of the Knoxville Off ice
had conducted any surveillances at nighttime at or in the vicinity
of the Highlander Folk School; also whether any informants
have been contacted at or in the vicinity of the Highlander
Folk School at night; and, further, whether the Knoxville Office
uad conducted any neighborhood investigations at or in the
vicinity of the Highlander Folk School at night.

I requested Mr. Robey to look into this matter immediately
and advise the Bureau promptly of the results of his check.

ACTION:

Immediately upon the receipt of this information from
the Knoxville Office an appropriate memorandum will be prepared.

:mer
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illi HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,

FEDLRAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAR 181*1
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3-12-51 S-05 P« ZSlO,

ATTN- INSPECTOR L. L. LAUGHLIlT URGENT

Jl

>J?.v$•>-««

FBI KNOXVILLE

DIRECTOR, FBI

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. RE TELEPHONE CALL THIS DA'

rm LOWING INFORMATION FURNISHED—

1. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY SURVEILLANCES AT NIGHT

AT OR IN VICINITY HFS.

2. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONTACTED ANY INFORMANTS AT OR IN

VICINITY HFS AT NIGHT.

3. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATIONS

U AT OR IN VICINITY HTS AT NIGHT. HOWEVER,

/i'ji-/

*W I

WAS CONTACTED FROM

IN CONNECTION WITH CASE ENTITLED

BY SAS? AND

WAS NOT AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL THIS TIME,

J

M&1&M

:&M
"t

ACK AND HOLD PLS

/6-03 PM OK FBI WA NRJ

/-«
'"^ " W- KAR.14 (351 ROBEY

65^.^171951'
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, Federal Bureau of Investigation ' - •

ord
Forney General

rERNMENT

I am quoting below, for your Information and for such action
as you may deem appropriate, a letter dated February 15, 1951, M,,
"Stressed to the Attorney General by Albert EyEarnett of the Can* i\§:

School of Iheology, Bnory University, Bnory University, Georgia
"~

"My long time and trusted friend, Dr. Myles Horton,

Dire c tor o£flighlander Folk School at Monteagle^Jtenneasee

,

has been in recent correspondence with you about the ac-
tivities of agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
in that mountain community* Apparently, some agents have

surmised that the free admission of negroes as students
at Highlander constituted evidence of .communist point of
view* These agents are said to have stated that such
would be the natural interpretation on the part of many
people in the region. This is, of course, a totally in-

accurate interpretation, both of the school and of the

best sentiment in the southeast. Under supreme court
authority many public institutions of higher learning

Tela. Escoa __

Mr. H.=*» _
Qm Goad*

V

•f.

have opened their registration to qualified negro student)*. * **

At the present time between 1100 and 1200 negro students

are studying in such institutions. Southern people are

more generally happy than unhappy over this outcome.
Students here in my own institution recently voted as
overwhelmingly favorable to the admission of qualified} rp£Dprn
negro students*

«I have known Dr. Horton and the Highlander Folk School

since the foundation of that institution. I am a regular

contributor to its budget and I am in deep sympathy with
its programs and objectives. F. B. I. agents should be
investing their time and the government's money in detect-
ing the real enemies of America, rather than harassing
those who so competently and intelligently support and

extend democracy as the Highlander Folk School*I am

sending a copy of this letter- to' Senator EsteTT&efauver,

who is personally acquainted with Highlander Folk School

and its staff and, to Dr. fiorton."/ '".- ,; ' :

V

*<
4

K,\

", 4fft
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FROM

. Mr. j/i Edgar Hoover

Dir^tor, Federal Bureau of Investigation

PeTWTord ' - .,

"

.
" 59053

f DepuWA^orney General *j

"•SUBJECT:

£ .'There is attached hereto a>tter, with enclosures,
2S.„ik»*"

Kr. Myle^fottL, Director of the^landerFolkSc^ool, »«W »

fc.„
^nnes-eeTaddressed to the Attorney General under oa*e of January ^^

Before dispatching this reply, I would appreciate receiving

your comments regarding it*

*!r. Bwfcwmt.

Kr. Keibi

rt

t.%V*

Mr. E»wA-

51

<*>
^r:

VVi'i Effiai only

MW««r.Vf»

RECORDED.^I&£//J
IS(

*. " <•'" <c) M/Ut 12 lfle« •

'WDEXED-28 " Wine*
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February 19, 1951

department of

•fficr if tlif Br»at| Itterarg trarrat V- .7. -r :.V^7;ni^^^ ŷ;.;

' • /- ,' K'-^^T^^%>;^

vu.-' ^^^^i#^3|Miy

£ ><

Mr . Myles Horton
Director, Highlander Folk School

Monteagle, Tennessee t . , ^ ,.,,.. ...

My dear Mr. Hortoni .--.,*. 7. . ,;..
' ^

.
^-^^^^n^

"'' ' " ".«; *:. >. ^ £ \ v* fclSf4^ * '"

This will acknowledge your letter of January 51, 1981, aaV'#&&<&&.&*

dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob-

lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander

Folk School. Tou advise that the Highlander t»eutiv* Council <
. .S^S^fc,

members are disturbed by the exchange of oorrespondenee with XT* .*T,^:.fe^:--i^

Hugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they hawa

said, they can likewise report things they have not been toloV:/.^V'g$%
;
, v

Tou quote- a motion which was made by Hiss Lacy Randolph^^iM§^
which provides that the Highlander Dlreotor shall speak for tholl $&&*&&
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agent*

\\
!

4:^m^s
be put in writing and shall nake hie replies in writing pro-

7

Tided legal counsel adrisee this action. Tou then request the

Attorney General's advice as to the legality of the council's

proposal that interviews be carried on In writing. ;*,.
:' '*- '^J5-V^ ;H'

-'

I should first point* out .to you that the Attorney General ^-^7
is authorised by law to give^ovlee only to the President of too

United States and to the various Departaent heads, in view of

which I regret that the Departaent cannot advise you regarding y^vA/^M , u
,

the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that ;'-V^^;^V--'
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special .-. ^ :

:.%#:*£-

Agents conUct the Highlander Director when desiring information V^^IJ;.-.

#

from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quotoa...
:

;v^ .t^

in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written w- v.:^!.:.^.^

plies to questions, either in the form of stenographic rocordiiig^^;i>.v^V/l^,;

of the questions and answers, or In the form of affidavits, would.*&?;:*.*/". .:<

be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agenta ^ ^^:
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect. ^7^7^77^

fi

it > K.-
::*X-*>v-'

-. **7- ;:#,

Tours sincerely,

Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General

' "' , J>
"» " V •

- . /...-^ HZ'-?--'

v^*".- .*V:(i"»iy '•

4-i-

/
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C : HIGHUvNEER FOUL SCHOX r

sT^^jrirr of puhfo«, pbochwi ah> klkt

Vie reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and
free*?aa to all; in democracy as an expandin3 concept encompassir.? h'Men

" relations froc the smallest coouunity organize tion to interne tioiial struc-
ture; and pe roe? ting *11 economic, social, end political activities.

Democracy to vb ,-ntss* th?t .afcr.be rship in the huzan family entitles ail to
i freedom" of thru^ht end re2i£on, to e^uftl rigjita to a livelihood, education
I - and health; to erual opportunity to participate in the cultural life of

j

the community and to equal access to public services.

I VJe hold th»t de-tocrocy is inactive unless vomers *re given a full voice

\ in industry through unions; or ferrors ere siv^-n r voice in the joarket

j

plr-ce through cooperatives; or -/here free dor. of thought end discission is

I
limited; th»t democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination

j
and segregation; thct the^e must be diversity of approach but each step
r.ust be in conformity with the goal, which i* dishonored by each undemo-
cratic act. »

With * democratic goal, we are in a position to fif,ht anything that gets in

the way, whether it be totalitarian communisa, or fascism or monopoly
dominated capitalism.

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader-

ship for democracy. Uur services aie available to labor, farm co jiunity,

religious and civic organizations working toward a democractic goal.

The neture of a specific educational program will be dete rained by the needs

of the students.

Use of the services of the School by individual organizations will be in

accordance ?*ith th^ir own policies so long as these policies do not conflict

with the .purposes oJ* ti*» School, a staff roenber will assist in planning

end coordinating all program.

'. The Highlander Folk School is a ,chertered institution, cooperatively owned

by the teaching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program

of the School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed' of the

staff and recognized Southern leaders.

Highlands r Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ-

izations scroti by the School, foundations and tuition.

The times call for &n affinitive program, based on a positive goal. An
* army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles end traditions of

the American people must be crated. By broadening the scope of democracy

to include everyone, and deepening- the concept to include every relation-

ship, the amy of de-socracy would be so vast and so determined thrt nothing

undemocratic could stand in its path.

Approved »y the EjsWtiwe Council, April 3rd, 1950

^
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HIGHLANIBR FOLK

/Dr. John Dcwsy

.•„/-JSaul D. Alinsky

^£ Mr. it Mrs. Josoph Barnes

Dr. A. D. Boittol

i^T Mary McLcod Bcthunc

V

X

^ /

./

Algernon Bleck

Dr. B» R. Brazoal

Mrs. Ethel Clyde

Rev. Withcrspoon Dodgo

Clifford J. Durr

Korndt Eby

Mrs. Gladys Talbott Edwards

Gertrude Ely

Rev. W, J. Faulkner

Mr. & i!rs. J. R. Filljnan

Mrs. Harry Gcrshon

Clinton S. Golden

Gcorgo M. Guest, M,D.

Mrs / Grace T. Hamilton

Leon Henderson

J, Lewis Henderson

Rabbi Arthur Hcrtzborg

Dr. Fleming Janes

Dr. Charles S. Johnson

Dr. Lilian W. Johnson

Lewis Jones

Max Justus

^tvdft Kirchwcy

SCHDOL SPONSORS

vVMrs. Simon Kuhn

)</ Mr. & Mrs. Corliss Lament

%
*S< Mrs. Ernest K # Lindley

'^K k. A. Liveright
i .. -

>w Lucy Randolph Mason

v* Dr. Benjamin E. Mays
i

X^Caroy McWilliams

p Dr. Gcorgo Mitchell

^*C Mrs* Lucy Spraguo Mitchell

A Rev, Walter G. Muelder

^A Dr. Rdinhold Hiebuhr

v\ Jennings Porry

*\ Clarcnoo E. Pickott

Dr. Walter Rautcnstrouch

Malcolm Ross

Rev. Eugene Smathers

^N Hilda W. Smith

^ P. A. Stephens, M.D.

*\ Jordan Stokes III

y<\ Dr. Alva W. Taylor^ \

^ Dr. John B. Thompson

^\ Mrs. M. E. Tilly

">C Dr. Willard Uphaus

X GorharcfW^n Arkel

^^ Jt Raymond Walsh

*? Hon. * Mrs. J. Waties Waring

Ny/
^ubrcy Williams

^- Thomas Williston, M J).

>^ Dr. touis Wirth
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Honorable J. Howard McGj

United States Attorney Cei

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. McGratht

• Uiss Lucy Bandolph Mason, Southern dcFrahic Relations
Representative, has suggested that I ask your advice about *
problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Hi£i lander
Folk School. Because of your own personal feeling in regard to
discrimination, Miss Mason felt that you would understand the
problem here and be in a position to gin advioe.

The Highlander Folk School endeavors to put racial deooo-
racy into practice; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi-
tion.

We hardly expected, however, to have Negro students oe.de

the subject of investigations by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
On October 11th I wrote Senator Kstes Kefauver that FBI agents were
asking our neighbors about the attendance of Negroes and implying
that our non-discrimination policy was communistic and immoral.
This line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our
neighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to bs at the School.

On December 10th I raised this ouestion with Mr» Hugh H.
Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Ifcireau of Investigation,
and qaoted one of the FBI agente who had told .me that he thought
our enclosed news release condemning discrimination would be con-
sidered conmunistic by a majority of Southern people.

The apparent confusion of racial democracy with communism
by the FBI agents and the implication of this kind of thinking
alarmed the Highlander Executive Council members who met January 22 ,

and 23.

+
r\
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Honorable J« Howard McGrath page 2 January 31, 1951

Council members were also disturbed by the exchange of
correspondence with Mr, Clegg. If agents can deny what they have
said, they can likewise report things they haw not been told* Since
they go in pairs, the person interviewed Is at a disadvantage.

With this problem in mind, a notion was made by Miss Lucy
Randolph Mason "that, because of previous misunderstandings in inter-
views with FBI agents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the
str-ff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents be

put in writing, and shall make his replies in»writing - provided

legal counsel advises this action*

The Council is not raising the queetion of giving inform-
ation, but of giving it in such a way that the person interviewed has
the protection of a written record. Could you advise us as to the

legality of the Council proposal that interviews be carried on in
writing.

We shall greatly appreciate your advice on this matter.

Very sincerely yours,

Mylss Horton, Director
Highlander Folk School

P, S. I want to pass on a comment on this letter made by a neighbor,

cc: Senator Estes Kefau-ver

enclosures

jr



ov • • c :i

Hi^lander Folk School Tor immediate release

**onteagle, Temetsee

UonteagLe, Tennessee • • • November 20, 1950 • . ."Our Christinas bells could

be freedom bells if we dared include ell minorities in our circle of brother-

hood," '-iyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Hi^.landsr

Folk School.

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro share croppers, ringing

for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth,

and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could fill the troubled world with

thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said.

"Hi^ilandsr's democratic program is based on, the brotherhood of

man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to

the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education

and health j to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the

casaunity and to equal access to public services," the religious leaders were

told,

"We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full

voice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market

place throu^i cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion la

limited; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched dis crimination

and segregation.

•The tfcres call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal,"

said Horton. "An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and

traditions of the American people must be created. By broadening the scops •

of democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every

relationship, the army of democracy would bs so vast and so determined that

nothing undemocratic could stand in its path.*

6?
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Et. 1
Tracy City, Tennessee
Jan.31, 1951

Dearkylesx ^
'. This, to my cdnd, is a thoroughly honest end perfedtly concise expression
of the problem you present. I cannot see how Mr. McGrath can fail to under—
stand its significance, and understanding, fail to take steps toward ths pre-
vention of future trouble*

Please feel free to use ne as a reference if you haw such need* I a*
always willing to speak or write ay convictions regarding your personal inte-
grity and the high purpose of Highlander,

I eas here some years before you came. The newness of your program aroused
wonder and even suspicion in the community. We heard wild tales of communistic
intent, alliance with Bussia, machine guns in the attic and varous forms of
immorality. People came to me with these extrabagant rumors, begging me to
"do something about it." I did do something. I visited the school when you
and Don 'fast gave a "play-party" for the children of our community. I went
again when Jim Dombrowski started a Bible study class* T/e learned a good deal

> about social conditions in the days of Amos and Uicah. I went to a meeting
held after a neighbor's house had burned down and you started plans - and
funds - for building a new home for him. I went to a Christman party where I
helped with the children's games and saw you play Santa Claus with a bag of
presents. Once I went to a sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit. I was
sick at the time the P. ?• A. was organized in your living room, but X heard
all about it. I heard, too, of other "good deeds" — by this time the neighbors

4 / had something else to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days.
One dark night, Jim went a good way to bring a doctor for <~ne of my school
girls in time to save her and her baby. "I didn't know there ware such good
folks," one neighbor woman said. Then I heard about the time that Claudia Lewis,
the Hursery School teacher, and another one from Highlander, prepared all that
was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family.

All these things and many more convinced me that your purpose and plan for
coding to live in our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive.
in later years I have learned more of your practical program, your concept of

true democracy in your policy of non-discr5mination, non-segregation, and your
actual example in living what you believe. I know a minister who said, 1 wish
t m%iA f*»i that I came as near as Uyles Horton to real consecration to the

Cause of real Christianity."

7
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Uylea Horton page 2 Jan. 31, 1951

^
.
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.
.

"Do you think Highlander is radical?" The last time I was asked this
question, I gave this answer which I would give today* "Tea, they are radical —
as radical as the Declaration of Independence - or the Sermon on the Mount,"

It is because you dare to believe that not only "all urn are created free and
equal", but that there should be "liberty and Justice for all" that you are radi-
cal. And the one who bade all men to act like brothers, made no difference be-
tween his white children and the black*

I deplore the recent "investigation" of the FBI agents, implying as it did,

that your non-discrimination policy toward Negro students constituted proof of
your communistic .nature, purpose, plan arid intent. When x-acial democracy can ba

cwirused with comnuniam in the minds of F ft I agenta, there ia cauae for alarm,*

it seems to me. Our corantunity has come a long way in appreciating and under-
standing the policy of Highlander, its principles, its practice of real democracy.
But thia faith though fostered for so nany years by living proof and example,
cannot fail to suffer from the ahock of a visit from the F B I in which the

school's policy of non -discrimination .is given a red tag and lagal,

..1th all thia is, mind, I an glad you have written this letter to MrJtcGrath.

I hope it leads to a definite understanding which will affect all future

interviews.

With best wishes for you and the rest of the Highlander staff, I remain

Your friend,

Hay Justus

s

2
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I Highlands r Folk School

Uonteagle, Tennessee
December 10, 1950

Hr. Hugh K. Clegg
Assistant Id rector
Fedptfu bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

l#.*r iir. Cleggi .
»

1 was pleased to read from the International Labor News
Service that you feel that the "success of connunisa"
can t* measured b;- the wpatoesses of de-aocracy. I am led
to believe by your analysis of the situation that you
wovild approve the enclosed statement of policy of the
Highlander Folk School.

In the South, people are often criticised who believe as
wf do h?ie ?.t Highlander that discrimination is incompati-
ble with democracy. In fact I was told recently by one of

your agents that the contents of tte enclosed ners release

would be considered corn-ministic by a majority of Southern
pe ople • . '

I sincerely tfeust that the position taken by you in the

Hew York Herald Tribune forum is the official position of

the F.BJ,, and not the position implied by the activities

of your representatives who have questioned our neighbors
regarding visits of teg roes to the School*

Would you clear this matter up for me?

Sincerely yours,

Myles Horton
Director

7
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I hie will oclo>ovlod£e your letter of
'••oooriser 10# I960*

It t&* lone bocn tiie eetfcblUned ^rooedure
of thle iuiwiu to rofrfein irva e«w»ttns on Urn
oOitonont. of atj and s^rpoooe of boy or ^ni*Hone
* a) i tie refer©, wo o^raiot ooos>nt on the polldee
of y>ur • diool»

v.ltsi r*jkv& to tl» et»t«c*nt that you
feVbributod to u iijjeotul AqoiA of 1hi» bureau* 1Me
urlUedvlee tn*t I :«v« oiico&d el Hi the two Speoiel
Ajonte «ho o~>r.l&ot«d yo- on fceoetfcor 7» X050» VUny
on^Atloully deny Inet you *iW©d ibea the n»we
rolocse or tbut tuoy lede nqy etater»nt« t> yon
r*.» toly e^iroaotdnc y*** &Ue^tloa#

Very traly yours*

A«»iet»at ^Ireoter

/£
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from Highlander 1 xecutive Council minute
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(page 3) Jan 23-23, 1951

Hortoa gave a full report on some recent activities of F B I agents who ar*

questioning people in the community* The agents haw been asking neighbor* shout

Hegroee attending or visiting Highlander, Horton read a letter he wrote Senator

Kefauver which snide; in partJ "They (the F B I agents) haw been particularly

inaietent in their questions about the attendance of Negroes at Highlander

session* and conferences. They wanted to Know where people sleep and what goes

on after the conference g are owr • • • X hops you can find time to look into

this situation and do bom thing to stop intimidation of our neighbors and the

I

inference that the non-disc rinination policy of the school, which le that of th»

CIO and AFL, is communistic and immoral,"

Morton continued that the agents are going around the community trying to stir

up the people by asking loaded questions about the Negro students at Highlander*
I

it? an time, Horton read a newspaper report that the assistant director of the ?BI

i made a speech at the New Tork Heralkl Tribune forum in which he said discrimination •

{

i

was incompatible with democracy, Horton congratulated the FBI spokesman and

reported a comment made to him ay an F B I agent who said that a Highlander News

I release which condemns dis crimination 9 would be considered comnunlstio by a majority

of southern people. The FBI Assistant Director answered that he had personally

I

checked the. matter and that both agents who talked with Horton, denied emphatically

!

j
unking any such statement*

•u*i *,*winged discussion, it was moved by Lucy Randolph tfacon that, because

of previous misunderstandings in interviews with FBI agents, the Highlander

Dirsctor shall speak for the staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any

F B I agents be put In writing, and shall make tds i« piles in writing - providsd

//
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tna. hl^hlimtter ***eutii* oo»»ncll minute

•

iaeal coi*vo*l wWiaca this Mt on, Uotlon a* ©ends d by Fall MlHaats

and pa>sad«

It wa.«» also micflp8t4»d by Ml"* Mason that th» rin>ct©r nhall writ*

U.'..' .Attorney General Howard MoCrath and rsvlsw thla aituatlon and explain

to him why m haw b*en forosd to tat9 thi» actionj and that a »py of

this latter shall b* »snt to Sanator **tauwr and Hl^hlandtr Sponsors*
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DIKECTOR, JSI ATO.t TflSISCTQR L. L. IAU3BICT DATE: 3AV51

sac, BfamLn

TEOHIANEER FOHC SCHOOL

EXTERNAL SECURITT - C

(Bufile 61-7511)

Enclosed herewith is article >hy BICKHEU^OBAIKS

entitled^chool Spurs Bacial Amity in Southland" vhich

appeared in the 3/8/51 i"ue of the Chriatian Science Monitor.
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School Spins',
j

Kacial Amity

In Southland

The Southern
Success Story—DC

This is the ninth in a series of
one of the nation'* outstanding

.

economic developments, the
comeback in the southern states.

In gathering 'material for these
stones, ,Afr, Bubanks traveled
into every section 0/ the South.

By BickneH Eubanks
' F'"ff Correspondent 'of

The Ciiristion Science Monitor -

Monteagle, Teiui.

Practical methods of solving
racial problems are being sought
at the Highlander Folk School
here high atop the beautiful
Cumberland Plateau.
Southern whites and Negroes,

fire being brought together in

realistic fashion. And these whites
and Negroes1

are going back out
into the region to preach that
racial harmony is possible. Tot
they have 1ried to learn frouj
drily experience that the differ r

fences which now seem insuw-
[nountabie can be overcome. I

The visitor to Highlander se*s
i 1 tie in the physical plant of the

.siiijol that looks especially ex-
perimental. He notices buildings
o.' simple, bcr-utiful design (they
* .;c designed by Carl Koch,
C "nbrid^e,. Mass., architect). A
r'
" school toy moJnta'nccr chil-

r ,r» and a lihnu-y arc the only
t > buildings which suggest it is

a school.*

Acucplcd by Hill Folk
#

But Myles Horton, who founded
j

this unique institution, points to
j

the school's record of seeking to I

lift the veil of suspicion and fear

throughout the South. Mr. Horton,
himself a native of Tennessee, ex-
plains .that h« has had to. over-:

cevne suspicion and threats to get.

the school wl\ere it is today, Now,
:; ? :.'g been accepted by the motm-,
tainerrs. and many". southerners'
01 v ut-^uiiinig u> fiuaut its sue-,

cess. ' .'.;': '
' ..

-:.*'

"If .really is hard to. describe

just what the school Is," Mr. Hor-
ton .says. ^You hist can't type it.

It's neither one thing nor another,.

but a combination, of many.
thmgs.'V -,..:• .

.''..

The -operating, policy of the
• school is quite -£stn lie. it accept
adult students stilt .by various.or-

ganizations to en-^s-e in t-p-v.c- -

-ftmnlte''Story" : ^
One of "Ht< ' Horton1* favorite

stories is 'of a gouthwestern oil

union local head- who came to the

school to attend a seminar on

labor questions,- He -hid been
sponsored by his local, Mr. Hortqn

learned that the oil worker W*fc

a leader. of the Ku-Klux Klan

in his home town.
"I didn't say anything to him »t

first," Mr. Horton explains. "But

you can imagine his surprise when
he found his bunk pate was a
Negro. He was tjufet for. .two Or

three days, but you could see he

wes getting ready to boil over."

Finally, Mr. Horton says, the

oil worker came to him and

claimed he had been "tricked."

"I pointed out to him that he
had had our folder explaining

what the school was' and that, he

had had plenty of opportunity

to find out what the school was

before he came."

6/~9z/f-/&f
min«. who.. <»nU*^a*<J3J«" b

J *? f~« . _
fits they ,have ' gained from
Highlander,..

.

The schoqi has an imposing

list of sponsors, including Dr.

John Dewey, Clifford J, Durr,

Mary Mcl^eod Bethune, Leon

Henderson, Aubrey Williams, Dr.

Kelnhold Niebuhr, and Federal

Judge J. Waties Waring. .

The " school was founded In

1932 when Mr. Horton and
friend sold the idea to Dr. Lilian

W. Johnson 0* Memphis. Dr.

Leader Quit Klan
He shouted that he still frit he

had been tricked, and that lfc was
going home. Mr. Horton told bun
hrf would have a job of explaining

tq] do, because pictures of him
efting with Negroes already had

Men sent- to his local.

'The oil worker stormed out of

the "building. For several days he

thought hard. All this time he
continued to attend the discus-

sions, ate with the rest of the

group* and? continued to room
wi*h the Negro.
He began" to see that his be-

liefs had been based on miscon-
ceptions, Mr. Horton says.

"He didn't know what to ex-
pect when he got back home, but
we had shown him through the

simple method of bringing him
into contact with Negroes that he
had been wrong," Mr. Horton
says.

financed by contributibns irom

many individuals, including Mrs.

Franklin D. , Roosevelt. He ex-

plains that most of the contribu-

tions come in small amounts, in-

dicating to him that they come

from people pretty close to the

grass roots of the South.r He has letter? by the score

from people all over the South

who have attended session at

Highlander. He is pleased with

Jhem all. for to him, they are

Johnson give them a building ; symbols showing he is on the

and about 200 acres of land-all right road. Perhaps, th°"«£. ™
run dov.n. The friend -toon left, fa proudest of .^* "£££
but Mr. Horton kept on. , from a Negro fertilizer workei

From the first the school has- in Mississippi, who wrote:

been under attack. Even labor

unions eyed the school with some
suspicion. But when Mr. Horton

held the first CIO school in the

South, the working men began to

change their opinions.

Farmer* Welcome^ ; r; v%
'The school "welcomes" 1 farmers.

In tact Mr. Horton has turned

.much of the direction of; the

school itself over to an asftstant,

'Catherine Winston, and it con-

ieiitrating his efforts to bri|g in-

'ditrial workers and farm*s of

thf South c'oser together. *.

/But. Mr. Horton.-fa riot beim*

overoptimistic. He • realizes that

the southern traditions of separa-

i'on of rac:s are .toe stron? to

remove overnl3bt. Ke still fs

ccnlV tnt of t -e ul'.lmK'e remove
of th:..e f"*~crenccs, in s-vte o

onft.nt ?t^ac'-s on his fchool
from many southern political

leaders.'" r'-'l*&\.--- ,.-.,..
In answer to charges that be

faar-ying to stir up trouble *n the

South, •• this ,
young southerner

•points to bJs school's statement

of purpose: >_ \.i

reaffirm our faith In de- \.

"I can say for myself this is the

first time that I have had 1

chahce to dweU together witl

white and, colored friends 11

unity, if the whole world hac

this unity, it would not be an:

trouble for us to go to the poll

and vote. Neither would there b

ny prejudice or discriminalior

u Klux Klan, or hate campaign.'

, , . We would have peaceJ in

Jead . of hate, tolerance histea

lo\ discrimination and prejudge.

»avs. ."We rcanirm our i«um »« y--
\i

"There is a sequel to this story. -
. mocracy as a goal that will bring r-

This oil worker went home, and yignityand freedom to^ all; in

shortly after he got back a rival

union tried to raid his local,

-tried to persuade this man to

join them and carried on the at-

tempted raid .on a racial basis.

But the oil worker defied them,
pitched in, and defeated the rival

union. He is now one of the town's
outstanding leaders and a strong
advocate of-equal rights." -

And. he has quit .the Klan, Mr.
Horton adds.

Founded in \tZ2
Highlander still h?s its "foes.

Although it is chartered by the
State of Tennessee as an .educa^
tional institution, .there are Those'
who claim * it is not truly a

school* But the neighboring
mpuntainperx point to the day
school, which has bee it a beow*to
their children. And nearby coal

dignity....™. -.

democracy as an expanding con-

cept encompassing human rela-

tions from the smallest com-. .

munity organization to interna-
'

ifdiialStrtrtturfct -and. ^erriyealmg

ill . ecoiiomic.-^clal, ind
. po$i- :

cat activities'.
'' -"-..-"''

"Democracy to us means that
membership in the human
family entitles all. to ireedom of

fuihi
and religion, to equal

fits"to a livelihood, education^

[ hoalib; to equal..oriorturlty
participate in thc/cullv.r&l I -'a

the community: and to eqlal

ess to public services. . .
."J

CtfRlSTM* 5Cl£>VCtr t*]Q«iT*H
t

lorton explaipi
vihal they are leaders P*

vknt the ,type «r "

foVow oth-*'

tb>^^' ... . vl :--.VV.

.^•ca-^T-rrent prob. [IL !KT0RMATI0N CONTAIM"

**"\Ve want only leaders,**- '». }£RF«W ,(

explains." "We dpft't ca|e

10 •-"

^
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Talking Things Over

T\fl:r Wlnderoth Stundir*

\ I

Participant Gives His Views at Highlander Folk School
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Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

I
^M
•&-'

i^H&ai*

TO

FROM

: D. If. Ladd

J A, H. Belafot^

date: March 13, 1951

SUBJECT: HIC-HUNDER FOLK SCH
- INTERNAL SECURITY -

Bufile 61-7511

PURPOSB

ML INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE ^p/W BY<S?%,
d*/

Mndy

To submit for your approval the attached memorandum to
jj

Mr. 'Peyton Ford which is in answer to additional material which the*

Department forwarded to the Bureau relating to the captioned matter.

DETAILS

March 9, 1951, the Department furnished the Bureau
certain material which had been sent to the Attorney General by"

Congressman /Adam Claytoa^owell, Jr m , of the 22nd Congressional District,

New York, which material had been received either .directly or indirectly
fr.om ltyles\florton, Director of the Highlander Folk School.

A review of this material reveals that it is very similar to

the material previously forwarded to the Bureau by Mr. Peyton Ford and
which was answered in our memorandum to him dated February 26, 1951*

photostatic copies of this material have been made and it is
suggested that the originals be returned to Mr. Peyton Ford together
with our reply to hira.

A review of this material reveals that in the letter addressed

to "Dear Friend" dated February, 1951, signed by Itiyles Horton, the

second paragraph contains a statement, "wliat strategy prompted the FBI
Agents to watch the school by night and to harass nei^ibors with questions

j linking Negroes with Communism is not clear." This statement can be

J
construed as a new allegation on the part of Horton that the FBI has

j
bsen conducting physical surveillances at night on the Highlander Folk

\ School.
6^

In view of this new allegation, SAC Robey of the Khoxville
Office was telephonically contacted on March 12 and requested to
furnish any facts relating to the allegation. On the same date SAC
Robey advised the Bureau by teletype as follows x

Attachment

fkmb

IU>
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"I, [Knoxville Office has not conducted any surveillances
>

| at night at or in vicinity HFS.

^ *2* iKnoxville Office has not contacted any informants at
/or in vicinity HFS at night.

^p- »3, Knoxville Office has not conducted any neighborhood
investigations at or in vicinity HFS at nigit« However,

- 2 -
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Under date of February 27, 1951, the Knoxville Office was
instructed to sake no contacts whatsoever at the Highlander Folk
School and that all the 'Agents in the Khoxville Office should be
further instructed that no discussion pro or con should be made
with any individual concerning the Highlander Folic School,

ACTION

Inasmuch as this allegation of Horton that the FBI conducted -

a physical surveillance of the Highlander Folk School at nigit is
erroneous, there is attached hereto for your approval a memorandum tn
jfr* Peyton Ford so advising him. The material which Ur. Ford forwarded
to the Bureau IS also being rtiyned to him, photostatic copies having
been made for our files.

i

V^w
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. Office NLetnotandum • united states government

TO

FROM :

SUBJECT:

PURPORT?

J
THe director ^^^f^^
D. M, Ladd yy /\
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

date: February 27̂ JL^pX^

fiwurrg f.-:.
:

,.;:;J!y /

To answer the questions you asked with
information set out in my memorandum of February
is attached.

Classified

details Declassify

lA*>

pect to the
which

(2 J Tou wanted to know the identities of the individua l

s

wh o handled various .nhxuma g/LlM.3 si tuati on which
arose in connection with the Hi

g

hlander

~

FoHr~Sch

o

o 1 .

The or

i

ginal comjjlaJ.nt.^reaard,incL -iAia- .e n tir.&- mat ter.., was
received in- a letter dated December 10, 1950, from Mr ,. Myles Morton,
Director of the Highlander Folk School, addressed to Mr, H,H,Clegg,
Mr. Clegg referred this communication to the Security Investi gative
Divi sion for handling. The re&ly_ma.s prepar~ed-~bv^uf£rui3)

Rafter the matter had been discussed with B /
. ^ne\iIni e r_n a_l__JSecur i ty Section, Mr,.Lauahlin qt!^ Fr i or

**to preparing the reply, Mr. Laughlin called the Knoxville Office
and SAC Robey, after questioning the Agents who interviewed Horton
on December 7, 1950, advised that the Agents had categorically de-
nied they had made the statement attributed to them by Horton*

The reply originally was prepared for the Director l s sig-
nature, Mr, Belmont recommended it would be more appropriate to
reply over Mr, Clegg f s

,

signature. This was done* This letter was
initial ed, by Messrs, ft Laughlin, Belmont and Winterrowd
and s igned ~&y Mr, Cle^^^^^^^^^ *"" * "

[^

The second
Baldwin of the
to you dated
February SI, 1951, and
was

phase of this_^atter^ arose johen^,Mr, Roger
Ame r ican~Civ~i~X"Libert ies'lUn'i'on . directed a letter

February 14, 1951, The cover memorandum dated
the proposed lette r to Mr, Baldwin, which

attached, we r e prepar
e

i J\\{ BBBUBB a/^e.J
m

&}&.?.u.?$.\9*J? *th

srnHM1

: B««A

\&*

*f
F, J. Baumgardner_i
\nitjalesL~ bv kessrs, ^^^
Mr. Nichols and Mr, Rosen,

v
H, Belmon t,
^Laughlin^

_ They were
1, R, Belmont,

The
ceipt of __ two memoranda
both dated February 19,

t hi^rd phase_of_ thjs situation was initiated by the re-
from Mr, Peyton Ford,
1951, In Mr, Ford's

Deputy Attorney Generaly
communications, he forf

{

FJB:TD

Wl toi ti

. \ / t- IAPR

.CONFI^NTWl
"

RECORDO - 25 W /%/ lis
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CONFIDENTIAL
warded a letter dated January 31, 1951, addressed to the Attorney
General from. Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School,

together with certain other material which Horton had forwarded
with- his letter. Ur. Ford also forwarded the contents of a letter
dated February 13, 1951, addressed to the Attorney General by

Albert E. Barnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory Uni-

versity, Georgia. Th ese memorand a from Ur. Fo rd raised addi tion-

a l questions which were set forth in mv nemoran^usCjLf'February 83,

1~§5T. To th

a

t„ mem

o

r.a ndu.m* prepared ' by' MHMHpa n! F± J*

Baumgardner, were attached proposed let vers to Mr. Hoger Baldwin
and to JHrT~Feyton Ford. This memorandum was initialed by A. H.

Belmont, F. .7. Baumgardner and

(s) Tou inquired when
viewed and who is he.

was inter-

J-*TO

.'T.-vtf.Sv.n T*

S->,i-.-.^?.. ;,-.

___^____^_^^__ 3 reported in the

referenced memorandum, the Highlander Folk School was not dis-
cussed during this interview.

In addition to the above questions, you instructed
that the Knoxville Office be advised not to discuss the High-

lander Folk School pro or con with anyone..

Eisner
- 2 -
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27ie JTnoxuilJe Office has been so instructed*

You further instructed that the proposed letters to

Mr. Roger Baldwin and to Mr. Peyton Ford, which were attached
to my memorandum, of February 23y 1951, both be changed.

Both of these letters were changed pursuant to your
instructions.

ACTION

. The Security Investigative Division sincerely regrets
\that a situation such as this did arise and you may be assured
\that every endeavor will be made to profit from this experience,

PoniWntia!

- 3 -
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LAWRENCE ». OREENBAUM
EDWARD S GREINBAUM
HERBERT A. WOLT
MORR'S l. ERNST
SAMUEL J. SCMUR
ALEXANDER LINOCV
JEROME HANDLER
THEODORE 5- JArriN
LEO ROSEN
HARRIET F. RILREL
william r. WOLfr, JR.

( #
6reenbaum,Wolff & Ernst

28 5 madison avenue
NEW YORK I7r N.Y.

TELEPHONE MU«f»AY MILL B-IB8Z

March 14, 1951.

so*y.

c-

Mr. Louis B.Nichols
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice
Washington, D.C.

y
Dear Lou:

I received a letter from

whom I do not know, with respect to alleged

O
improprieties practiced by the FBI agents in relation to the High-.

lander Folk School, of Monteagle, Tennessee. I am sending you

herewith copy of a letter I have written to

Best,

Yours!

Enc

^

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED •

dateMw ^i^mm

/ >-•
V#

* ^
INDEXED - 25
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March 14, 19S1.

W-'

***-j

* *+£-<*

*.:-«#

My dear

X have forwarded your communication down to the American Civil

Liberties Union. It is the kind of a situation In which the Union eight

veil be interested*

Has anybody from your organization thought of going down to

see Edgar Hoover, or one of his associates? I have great respect for

his integrity, anc* above all # know that if any of his employees have

acted improperly, he always welcomes an opportunity to be informed of

the charges. Without such information no official can ever correct im-

proprieties in his staff.

iJincerelv yours,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN

DATE^
3 UNCLASSIFIED

b>

j'3 V
15'//
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„ >e«*
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Jfarc* 20, J952
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: -iad*

tfr. Morris L. Srnat
Greenbaum, Tolff and Srnat
285 Madison Avenu*
hew York 17, Mew Tork

J

ri&
t^

«a

Dear llorriai

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE rdtfirt BY FfrKi

V"K

*Kank you very much for wrtting to Lou
Nichols on March 14, 1951, and furn ishing a copy
of your letter of the same date to

regarding the Highlander folk School. <,

I was pleased to note you suggested that
contact one of my associates or ne

regarding his allegation* I most certainly would

like to know the basis of his complaint so that any

misunderstanding night be clarified.

In this same connection, I wrote to

Mr* Roger *• Baldwin on February 26, 1951, and in

view of your interest I an enclosing a copy of my

letter*

Sincerely,

il"'

.- ilit -».:•

CC: KnoxviJle with copies of tit66ming& '.',.

Mew To'rk"Q£t?i copies of incojtfjtgs." ' ^
h £ r

J,Ci

s r. so

\$

W :Ui<*l&fc&*--

"ftvSfiP irJ1/ *J '°s :r.: s^*

i>-

f
'•v7fc-i ~o '&

MAR 2 £ 1951

i\0J/*..t/hM^*"

iu
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tfr. Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General

Director, TBI .;"
:

-

A

^IltflJ.NDZR FOLK SCHOOL
INFOSMTIOS CONCSRXim

Uarch 28, 1951

eQh'FtnEBHHr

*«-. — — *-

ipj&s^*
jsfe

Reference t$ made to tne *ev*cr aa*wa ***rvn **, ***+,

which the Attorney General received fro* Luoy Bandolph Uason,

Southern Public Relatione Representative of the Congreee •/
Industrial Organizations, Atlanta, Georgia, relating to the
/Ia „.*# .£> »sff« rA v*.hn»g made a typewritten copy of this letter

/ fo%*lur*files and are returning the" original herewith to you*

/ The enclosed letter is very similar to previous letters

received by the Attorney General fron Uylee Borton, Director of

the Highlander Folk School, and Albert £. Barnett Oj *«e Cancer
School of Theology, Enory University, Georgia, which were discussed

in considerable detail in ny memorandum to you of February 26, 1951*

The letter from, Miss Xason is also similar to the letter from
<?Gngr-ci3G.»tan A<sa-n Clayton Powell, «7r%. addressed to the Attorney
General, which mas dlscus9ed in' my viesiorandum to you of March 13,
2951.

The natters mentioned by Miss Mason were answered
pTxZV i ous±y »n *&y memoranda rsj srr€<*» t*o auove aftu no j ur^ner aov^on
is contemplated by this Bureau in connection therewith*

ths

ry)

*': r 2
''•'?

KMO

"-c

a'hX^A^.
Tol*on__

U<W
el*™

i31*rln_

Irtcy

JBU

?>i». So
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TRUE COPY

CONGRESS CF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION

Lucy Randolph Mason
Southern Public Relations
Representative

March ll*, 1951

79% Poplar St. H. W.
75 Ivy Street, N.E.

Atlanta 3, Georgia

1*0 Pryor Street, S. W.

>^y'-iV

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE-4^5^- BY S?&

Hon. J* Howard IfcGrath

Attorney General
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. IfcGrath:

As a member of the Executive Council of the Highlander
Folk School, I was pleased to know from Myles^Korton, the
director, that a number of people had written to you concerning
the recent visit to the School of FBI agents.

It is very disturbing that when the FBI visits the school
the question of Negro attendance there seems to be a contribut-
ing factor in confusing the School with Communism. This 1b very
dangerous, as I am sure you will agree.

In fact this whole manifestation of confusion In the minds
of reactionary people between unions, Negroes and Communists
comes up often enough to deserve thought and care - and some
basic instruction to FBI investigators, especially those who are
southern and have deep prejudices - against Negroes, and often
against CIO union people.

I have been on the Highlander Council for some twelve
years and have knovm the School for a longer time. I rarely
miss a meeting. Also I have taught in the School almost every
season and have spent days there. So I can testify from personal
knowledge that the School is a sound, healthy institution,
doing a good job in helping train union leaders (AFofL as well
as CIO).

If high character, devotion to the workers 1 cause, and
belief that union members will be better leaders and citizens
for having had some "workers' education" spells Communism, it
can only do so with very ignorant and prejudiced persons.

Even though a sever case of flu prevented my writing nearer
the time of the incident that caused the letters, I am writing now
as I am sure you will want to know what reactions followed the
FBI visit to Highlander.

'-' 3
</ ' / Cordially yours,

/e/ Lucy Rr-flason

icncvostf^
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Pur«uan< to your regit*«t# the attaofced

letter dated Marah 209 1951g addressed to Congressman
Adam Claytopffovell, Jr* M and prepared for your _

signaturej has been reviewed*

This mill advise that we have no objections

or changes to make in connection with your reply to

Congressman Powell in its present for*. I an, therefore,

returning the letter together uith your other attachments*
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TRUE COPT
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTT ATTOHI'ET GENERAL
WASHINGTON .•:>'. "

X v
:': Karen 20, 1951 ?

'

: ^ ...'"

Honorable Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. .

''

House of Representatives .

Washington, D. C# .,

My dear tfr. Congressman: " "

.

This will refer to your transmittal memorandum of Feb^ "\
ruary 20, 1951, addressed to the Attorney General, forwarding *

a communication, "with enclosures, from Mr. Kyles Horton, Dir— ;

ector of the Highlander Folic School, Konteagle, Tennessee.

This.material is very similar to material that was pre-/ -.--«.

viously forwarded to the Department by Mr. Horton, at which
time the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ad-
vised that he had checked into the allegation made by Mr. Horton,

and he wished to assure the Department that the Bureau had never •

investigated the Highlander Folk School, any representative of

the school, or any other individual on the ground that the
Highlander Fold School or the individual participated in inter-
racial educational activities nor have the Bureau Agents in-
quired relative to the interracial aspects of that school.

It is noted that Mr. Horton, in his letter dated Feb-
ruary, 1951, addressed to "Dear Friend", makes a new allega-

tion in the following words: ,Tfthat strategy prompted the FBI

Agents to watch the school by ni^it . •
"

Ihe^Tederal Bureau of Investigation, through its Knoxville

office, made a most careful check concerning this allegation that

a physical surveillance or "watch" was conducted on the Highlander

Folic School at night by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of

Investigation. The Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville of-

fice has assured the Director that no surveillance or "watch" has
been conducted either at or in the vicinity of the Highlander

Folk School.

Tours sincerely,

Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General .-

/Of/ //

TRUE COPY
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' Ojjicq Memorandum • united states government

to i jfct Directorr oatb; February 23,

s^ect: wfflH^B folk scbooi ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
Ih TERNAL SECURITY - C mm |$ UNCLASS|p1ED

/-|

-;-%

/?
7

£•

M< !l

PURPOSE
JATE

ffi/fi* BY&EL
<?*

»**T_

To answer your inquiries raised by my Memorandum
of February 21, and to submit for your approval replies ts
Mr. Soger Baldwin and Mr* Peyton Ford of the Department*

DETAILS

Scope of the Investigation of the Highlander Folk School

In order to clarify Just what investigation the
Knoxville Office has conducted concerning the Highlander Folk
School either directly or incidental to developing full infor-
mation on the activities of various individuals, I wish to
advise you as follows;

Under date of October 6, 1939, the Knoxville Office
furnished the Bureau the first reported information concerning
the Highlander Folk School* The first report reflecting
investigation was submitted under date of April 10, 1941*
This report set forth the information on the history of the
school and the people connected with it. The letter and the
report reflected that the investigation was instituted only
after numerous allegations' were received regarding Communist
^activity at the school. No active investigation has he,en
Imade of the school since the closing report dated July 4,
1 1943. The file fails .to reflect any p.ertinent information
received since that date regarding any recognisable Communist
\Party activity on 'the part of the school itself; however,
allegations of Communist Party sympathy or activity have
been received concerning persons who were or had been
connected with the school. These investigations were directed
solely toward the individuals and not the Highlander Folk
School. Some examples of these investication^ar^a^follswsi
William falter Remington, Perjury* J W
Atomic Energy Act - Applicarrt^M M Loyalty
of Government Employees; A W Security Matter - C;

Loyalty of Govemmen^Emp^yees ; t W
Security Matter - C; A Loyalty

'

9

RECMWt -ft

Attachments

:kmb

161951.
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^7d. 0/ Government Employees ; ond
Security Matter - C.

^̂
r*

i

jr*

^^^ r the Age nts interviewing
hlander folk School*Mm

As indicated tn tft^our-pap^^
memoranaum wntcn was attached to my memorandum of February 21,
29S1, the Highlander Folk School is not a school in the
normal sense but merely has short session labor and social

^^^"^jfl though as stated above no investigation has been
made of the Highlander Folk School since July 4 M 1943* the
Knoxville Office made an effort to devel op

conjiaentta,

^Mj>

I

Due to the volume of applicant cases in the Knox-
ville Office* particularly Atomic Energy Act - Applicant
cases, people living at Monteagle, Tennessee, have been
contacted; however, the Agents working in that area are
aware of the general nature of the Highlander Folk School
and the Agents have advised that no inquiries have been made
concerning the interracial character of the school* SAC
Robey has advised that he has personally contacted all Of
the Agents in the Knoxville Office who had worked in Mont-
eagle and vicinity in the past year and all have categorically
denied that they have discussed the interracial character of
the school with anyone and that they have exerted utmost
caution to prevent anyone from gaining the impression that
the school was being investigated by the FBI*

2a *i ^*jLu
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Answer to Tour Inquiries Raised in Uu Memorandum
of February 21 % 1951. Which is Attached.

lm Why was Eorton carried on the Knoxville Key
Figure List and why was the case closed out?

In June, 1940, Myles Horton, Director of the
Highlander Folk School, was reported as taking an actios
part in or attending meetings held by the various Covmunitt
Party units in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and vicinity and
that he formulated the policies and directed the activities
of all the local units, as well as the en^u^^^^uy of
units. This information was furnished byM M

On the basTso^thia^^^^
rent ion card was recommended and

approved on Hyles Horton* He was later listed as a Key
Figure by the Knoxville Office* Investigation conducted
of Horton between 1942 and 1944 failed to substantiate the
original allegation that Morton was engaged in Communist
activity; therefore, by closing report dated January 25,
1944, the Knoxville Office removed Horton from the Knoxville
±'ey Figure List and the Security Index Card on Horton was
cancelled by letter dated January 7, 1946*

2. You instructed that the Knoxville Office toe

advised to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk
School on any matter.

Pursuant to your instructions the Bureau on
February 22, 1951, telephonically instructed SAC Robey of
the Knoxville Office to make no further contacts at the
Highlander Folk School on any matter*

3* Tou inquired, "Why did we utilise such cumber-
some procedure to get to the bottom of charges made by Horton
in December, 1950?"

It has been the practice in the Security Division
'io immediately make direct contact with any individual who
might make an unfounded allegation against the Bureau* In
this instance we didn't po directly to Horton upon receipt
of his December 10, 1950, letter because we rec ognised JbiW^
as a tjiojible^mqksr, and felt that jm±teng^U3JWld^Ji& gained, by

roach* We were wrong and I regret that we didn't
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po to him immediately and obtain specifics from him and
compel him to either prove or retract his statement.

. 4. In connection with using^n o* a source of information, you advised ^^^^^
«- fJS being contacted for information on the activi^ies^f ths

Highlander Folk School. Tou ashed why.

m*
.Purauant to j/our augyestions, there is attached C&±

hereto for your approval a proposed reply to Roger Baldwin
of the American Civil Liberties Union in which it is pointed
out to him that the interracial character of the Highlander
Folk School has never been considered as the basis for any
investigation conducted by this Bureau.

- 4-
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Memorandum from Peyton Ford dated February 29.
1951, Dealing with Correspondence from Myles Horton.
Director of the Highlander Foils School

There is attached hereto a memorandum from Peyton
Ford dated February 19, 2952, with photostatic copies of
Horton's letter and attachments to Peyton Ford, together
with Mr. Ford's draft of a reply to Horton. This corres-
pondence regards the sane unfounded allegation that Agents
of the Knoxville Off ice have construed the interracial
nature of the Highlander Folk School as being Communistic*
It is not believed that the Bureau can agree with Peyton
Ford's draft reply to Mr* Horton. Our Knoxville Office
obviously should not conduct interviews in the Highlander
Folk School with stenographic or other persons recording
the interview. The attached reply for your approval to
Peyton Ford points out the reason why this procedure should
not be followed. There is also attached for Peyton Ford's
information a copy of the summary memorandum prepared con-'
cerning the Highlander Folk School.

Uenorandum from Peyton Ford dated February 19,
Concerning Correspondence from Dr. Albert E.

Barnett of the Candler School of Theology
Emery University, Georgia

There is attached hereto a memorandum from Peyton
Ford dated February 19, 1951, which sets forth the contents
of a letter directed to the Attorney General from Albert S*
Barnett which also regards the unfounded allegation that
Agents of the Knoxville Office were investigating the
Highlander Folk School because they surmised "that the
free admission of Negroes as students at Highlander con-
stituted evidence of Communist point of view," Obviously,
Myles Horton has persuaded Dr. Barnett to write Attorney
General UcGrath in order to strengthen Horton's complaint
against the FBI* For your information, Dr. Barnett is
mentioned in the Bureau files* These references reflect
that Barnett has been connected in one way or another with
the following organisations which have been subject to
considerable Communist infiltration.

sicdaV**
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Southern Conference for Hunan Welfare - At a
dinner held on May 6, 1947, for the benefit of the Southern
Conference for Human Welfare at Chicago, Illinois 9 Dr.
Albert E. Barnett was listed as a sponsor and speaker*

(100-10355-337)

The files also reflect that Dr. Barnett was one
of the members of the Ad Hoc Committee which welcomed the
Reverend Hewlett Johnson's arrival at La Guardia Airport in
November, 1946. Unusual publicity resulted from the fact
thut the so-called "Red Dean's" first application for a visa
was turned down due to the fact that he was sponsored by
the National Council of American Soviet Friendship. (This
r,rconization has been declared to be within the purview of
Executive Order 9835.) (100-146964-1477) '

The "Daily Worker" of May SO, 1949, reflects that
275 prominent individuals had signed an open letter urging
that Congress reject the Atlantic Pact and called upon
President Truman to settle issues now outstanding through
direct negotiations with the Soviet Union. Dr. Barnett
was one of the signers. (100-3-81-A)

Committee for Peaceful Alternative to the
Atlantic Pact - On August 21, 1949, Dr. Barnett mas listed
as an individual from Illinois who had signed an open
letter to Senators and Congressmen urging defeat of President
Truman's arms program. (100-364437-7)

Mid-Century Conference for Peace - In Chicago,
May 29-30, 1950, Dr. Barnett was carried as a sponsor of
this organization from the Chicago area. (100-364437-36 p. 22)

Methodist Federation for Social Action - Be was a
delegate to a meeting of the organization held in Ohio,
July 16 to 21, 1950. (61-3615-41)

No investigation has ever been conducted concerning
Dr. Barnett; however, as indicated above, there is evidence
"V' - 'ting that he has been connected with organizations
which have been subject to Communist infiltration. In the
attached memorandum to Peyton Ford, he is advised that Dr.
Barnett has been misinformed by Mules Horton with respect
to nature of our interest in the Highlander Folk School*

- 6 -
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There is attached hereto proposed letters to

Roger Baldwin and to Peyton Ford for your approval.

ADDENDUM - 2-23-51

The Director further inquired as to why mors

complete details were not furnished in the first instance

concerning the extent of our investigation at the Highlander
Folk School.

Inasmuch as the issue raised by Sorton and Baldwin

was to the effect that Special Agents of the Federal Bureau

of Investigation had confused interracial education with
communism, the background information furnished in our
\original memorandum was designed to cover that issue*

We now realise that we did not give the Director
sufficient background to enable him to properly evaluate

is situation.th

future.

r .— u /

We will make every effort to avoid this in the

«*^i//3u2- *V^w^\ c*^vn/\ l/»'n<tA*<»/U-wr*u **
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O^ce- Memorandum
i /4*E§

TO

FROM A

Director, FBI

y&AC, Knoxville

UNITED STATES GQYE|.Qfj

DATE: 5/4/51""^

SUBjECT:H3IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
-INTERNAL SECURITY - C

(Bufile 61-7511)

tfFj.

*1

.7

•«%&'>»#'*<:

/.

on 5-4-51
Dept* f and

Mr. LanfiBnn •-

Mr. Men* -*•

Tele. Boo*

Mr. NtMf-

sa, u. s. Treasufry|^^^
Internal Reven

u/ S. 'Treasury Dept., both assigned Chattanooga, Tenn.

,

voluntarily furnished an agent of this division the
following information:

:MMB
61-12

V
MAY. 7 195*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINHDexed - u
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED *

, N $
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TO

?'.'•'

^_:

KX 61-12

Both men were thanked for the above information
and informed they would not be interfering with any
investigations being conducted by the FBI. No other..
.comments were made concerning the Highlander Folk
School.

.. .,

The above information is being furnished to the
Bureau for information purposes, and no further action
is being taken by this division*

It should be noted that if a complete investiga-
tion is conducte d b

,
y thei Interna^ fieyenu£._agen

ifrff

'

regarding the Highlander Folk School,'" the "results of

-rnrgnreni ng , especiaTIy concerning^ sources of income
Tortnis school, nowever, in view or previous Instruc-
tions 'Tec eTvec^'from the Bureau, no effort will be made
to obtain such information unless instructed to do so
by the Bureau.

^ £—

??<

-2-
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SAC, Knoxville

Director, FBI

HICHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITT - C
Bufile 61-7511 - j(fj

May 15, 195L

Reurlet dated May 4, 1951, which reflects that the Internal

Revenue Bureau say conduct a complete investigation of the Highlander

Folk School.

The Knoxyille Office ahould diacreetly arrange, if possible,

to obtain a copy of the Investigative report concerning this school fri

the Internal Revenue Bureau* * .„ -, ?..

The Bureau ahould be promptly advised of all developments.

:l£x&&

U

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

- r

:'£ \A<A

CltSi

alsvir.

honor.

—
Tr%cr

fw*&

Wbusc

,«tuly

-4^-
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Mr. Tolson :
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L. B. Nichols.. -,:i
;

-
... 'v.">

MYLES HORTON : ---,..,- ^'V.

£j) HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

.V*/ ^ :-' ;

,

April 20, 1951

^,'^.*-.>™?r..

»**"

'••at-

With reference to the attached letter from Herbert*

Monte Levy, Staff Counsel of the American Civil Liberties ... .-:
:

Union, there are two issues involved •/-;<- * -.^'^ v^-y - ""

V
'-' : '-: ^ *'' ''

w--'
''"

The first issue ' - Does the FBI consider interracial '/..,

education .as somewhat subversive and does it ask questions on
this basis of neighbors, '.*' :' V -.'VV*''

;:

'--'V*"
' >** * '*Nv. : ,-^ v "'

'V.--
'.-./""

Investigation which was made in February proves this ../*./ .. :,

,

view without foundation. To re- check the matter, 2 called v;,-.
SAC Robey at Knox v,i lie and asked him if we had .contacted/• ..'.>

:
-;:

;
.^/ -":.,. •

neighbors, fa'e stated every Agent working in -that area had .•"?£-;; - -;":

;

been questioned at least twice and we had not contacted neighbors.

Collateral to this issue is the attempt of the American

Civil Liberties Union to force the FBI to issue instructions.; ;-
+
s ..^:,

concerning comments on interracial education. There is no need..
,

; (-..r such instructions since they are part and parcel of the , V;

I: ..beau's' operating procedures and policies.' To issue such r

ii.sorudtions would in: effect admit that such, a condition

~>:isted. To date there is no proven case to substantiate this. -

The second issue has to do with contacting the Highlander

Folk School. .-.= . : :

''
->

'
: '

' ' * * "•-.-.:

The minutes of the Highlander Executive Council for

January 22 and 23, 1951, which were forwarded to the Attorney

(j e n«v,ai reflect that "because of previous misunderstandings ,
<

In Interview with FBI agents, the Highlander Director (Myles _:...- -
: , ^

H-.-rl-.on) shall speak for the staff, and shall ask tiiat all ;.*7/. ..;, ;.-;:;

-Hr,ns posed by any FBI agents be put in writing, and shall/;:

make his replies in writing - provided legal counsel advises >;;..,

this action." This condition is, of course, impossible, and

on February 22, 1951, instructions were issued to the Knoxvillej^^
Office to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk --. .r-

Sciiool on any matter*

A letter to Levy is attached,

Beimont ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE cfr?/W BY SPr-firi
Attachment /^ ' ' ^««3

,r,T,':CMC

(40T RECORDED

#5 MAY ^1951 i

'"i*». t::-a:..'
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Hr, »T. jKLgax Hooyw
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

5;!hS«raVVuetloe ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED!
* * HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Dear Mr. Boo.er,
DATE^-?/fi/ RY f?fM^ _,.

I have recently reexamined the exchange of correspondence oetween o1
-

Mr. Baldwin and you of last ?e"bruary concerning the Highlander Polk
School • Tour letter was most certainly responsive to Kr. Baldwin's
inquiry*

However, a careful reexamination of the correspondence leads us to
"believe that Mr, Baldwin, who wrote you in his personal capacity
rather than as an officer of this organization, did not quite hit tl
jpoint which was troubling the Highlander Polk School authorities.

The real concern of the School and of several members of our Board
who have oeen contacted hy the school authorities is that some ques-
tions addressed hy PaB.I, investigators to neighbors of the School

jled the nel^hors to "believe the questions were indicative of an
attitude on the part of these agents that inter-racial education is
somewhat subversive Ve are confident that this does not reflect an
P.B.I, attitudee For do we know whether the interpretation of the
neighbors as to the purport of the questions was reasonaole or un-
reasonable. We wonder however, whether, to avoid future repetitions
of such incidents, it might not he possible to issue appropriate in-
structions to your agents to guard against any implication on their
part that inter—racial education is necessarily subversive.

We note also ^n-'ypur letter of February 26 that you have Issued apprc
priate instructions to discontinue any direct contacts to representa-
tives of the School. But again, although you were not informed of it
Mr. Horton had not been opposed- "to contacts being made at the School,
Indeed, it would seem most unwise to discontinue direct contacts with
the school representatives, both from the point of view of the P.B.I,
the students, and Kr. forton. Doubtless the P.B.I. would be able to
&et much better and fuller information from the officials of the
School than from the nei^ibors who alone are now being contacted.

?i4£-
EFHfl-WOCKSgrog
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Mr. «T. Edgar Eooru* -a- *' April 18. 1951

i~c

I might add that I have communicated my views to Mr. Horton, and that he shares
g

them folly, As he states in a letter to us dated April lk, «I have no objection I

to direct dealings with the P.B.I, on matters of internal security or in regard I

to legitimate inquiries. Ko purpose would he served ... by my failure to copper-!
ate in such matters." He also agrees that the real concern is the issuance of
appropriate directives to your agents concerning comments on inter-racial educa-
tion.

tfe should appreciate your comments*

Beepectfully yours,

Herbert Monte Levy
Staff Counsel

\: .-.I

"•4

\
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/JftV Herbert Monte X*»y •

tfta// fruite*!
aerioa* C*y|J £iBertt*« lfefoft

*>» for* io, jr«« r*r* ::

£«ar Jfr# £#oy*

AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE ffiffiV. BYJ7W
^VU'

ft";

J »*** to «ck»o»I#d^» your letter sf iprll I0#
1952, with further reference to the allegations of Mr*
Myles Borton of the Bighlander Tel* School.

,

m
> .-"

,
.-> .-,- :,'- i':*l "

.
'

-

rAe» JTr. Borton first alleged that interractal
education mas considered "so*euhat subversive" by the TBI.
and the baeie for investigation, 99 made a very careful check
into the matter * F# could find no baste for corroboration
of Mr* Norton's statement although it mas quite obvious that
these allegations had been midely disseminated by Mr* Borton*
There are no facts to substantiate Mr* Borton 's position
that TBI Agents considered interracial education as "subversive ,"
nor did the Agents ask questions which mould permit any such <»-
preteion to be conveyed* In viem of tKe longstanding policies
of the TBI and the absence of any proven instances of violations
of these policies I earn no necesstty then, nor now, to reiterate

..'our policy* The very thought that interracial education is
a basis for the conclusion of "subversion* is so far removed

Vfrost the operations of the TBI that I see no purpose to be
"served intending out any instructions on this sub feet'

1at
this tine*^ '

} **.

!//»> *nt. r _. . fW „ „,_ „..,,

X-J£^l**f BigMan&sr Executive Council, however, at it
*- r~-^£&**0ct SAC, Jiew :7ori (With 'copy if'Ynco
^ -

''

t

'

SACy^Trioxvill* (With^cop^JLOf inc

cc: Mr. Be^lnon^b

hMte 7
:',. iv -- -

ire*fe/»^
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Mr. Berbert 1/onte levy April MO, 1951

Staff Count §1
American Civil Liberties Vniom

; "'V'
'.'-'.

.'-''r.
<- - -

170 Tifth Avenue v --*- -.'.V--

:

JTeifl Tor* 20, #c* Tbrk

fa /aniiory, 2951, aet up *Rj>o**ifcle ftontfftUft* /or tfc*

conduct 0/ interviews to »Mc* *M» flur#oi* cciiltf »*
accede, and accordingly we *ad no • tfcor cfcofeo but to

refrain from contacting those connected with the school

in natters in which they night le helpful*
* 4

•S**!.«i*»

V.;.- St

stfsntion.
T appreciate your catling this matter to my

¥ith best wishes and hind regard**
,
' *

Sincerely yours,

ft XAtnr Hmtw

:'i~-d

,; bi"0t^2i
lt ' f

i-P T

;vt \\ :?
Oi fci t£;

'•jsf frwv .. V
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; Bcurlct Hay 11, 1951*

Pursuant to your request, there are being enclosed

herewith two copies of each of the two photographs vhich 2-

vou forwarded with referenced letter, ho steps ehould M :t

tc+en ct t\ie tine to identify the individuals depicted tn

these photographs* However, they should be placed with ...,.;.

your file in the captioned natter for possible future - -/-'

identification if further investigation of the Highlander,/

Folk school is authorised by the Bureau. .'.2.. ;;V .' V" I

'&**$
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Mi(Asia r
illtKI .
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Mr. Ptyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General
Director, FBI

; .O ,

>- r '-'- "•'.;>.

KffinPnrn ,- HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
cfcUHICD - 117 INFORMATION CONCERNING *

Hay 12, 1951

^eWHDENTIAL

t.

*»

^

/

O

Reference is made to the memorandum dated
May 3, 1951, which the Attorney General received froa
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., attaching a letter
dated Nay 1, 1951. and a New Tork •Compass* newspaper
article dated April 30^^5^^hlr>^*r^jja£A^tfi^s^^
SenatorLodeefroa^J Wf
M preKtin^Totne^eptRned
matter, we nave maae photostatic copies of this corres-
pondence for our files and are returning the originals
herewith to you.

The enclosed material makes the false allega-
tion that the FBI is harassing the Highlander Folk
School because of its interracial ekarft«t«r. TM» - -

allegation was originally made to the Attorney General
by Myles Horton, director of this school and, since then,
several Individuals have written to the Attorney General
in a similar vein. This previous correspondence has
been discussed In our memoranda to you dated February 26,
1951, March 13, 1951, and March 28, 1951.

No further action is contemplated by this v

Bureau regarding the enclosed material.

—

%

!'-%

tfOtitf 0NI0»3d 02M3» w

^
Ttle.

BJJMAY3119S1

L£A^^ ton o'Tl TM "^

^'/-
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jseek ^tojwxfchintieato 'this statement about 3tfcaF.,B I ^#^>^£*a
andithe Tederal Oovornm«nt.#^regardir« the spreading if v|% ^
tha inyressio&.that tljia !Si£hlarder*Tolk School at *£i#gl.$r

*

•
-T^ ' , i«TB>r^**' "•* -^>^» r«***r*^»S.'v' ji

rint At..^SB0T .if it is ao/.^it *a worie policy

about this#\

.

; T<and if ^oti £dll you XiMlfyReturn$
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Honorable Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr»

United Stt-Ui Sen&te
tBahington, &• C.

ISy dear Senaton

Thlf la in response to your note of gay 3» T
ehlch referred a letter and enclosure fro»i

fl V *©r eoncider&tiotT ty thle d#j

»ent* .•'-
•

' £:
- ^ . >-. ' —s'

etter is an article

, j.951* *nich sufgeete
the ar.dopure of

from the *Dailjr CoapfvSs* of *-p

tttt fcgfnta of the Federal ^yreau of Investigation of this

De^crtatnt h&ve harassed ti-a Highlander Folk School of

i-cnteegle, Tennessee*

#*y I reti&£ure you for the benefit ef(| ( '

thf-t euoh a eug^esJtlon it absolutely fulse nnd without any
.

foundation whatever. Is you know, the Jfcl is strictly an >
Inveetigttive organisation, ic fact as veil as policy, and In-

dulges in no fcEXfeBcsse-Dt. ..*'-. . .;,- " - .;-..,-.
.

In £.ccordti5ce ;^ith your request, I ao returr.ln

1 fetter end enclosure. ..."

Toure since rely 9

Peyton Ford *.

Deputy /ttorr.ey General

/A
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",1;,;TlD COMW/TTfCS
'i .Vrteei; Areas

'ub'ic (Ta/orion* DirelfdMr. Tdfcos*i

May 18, 1951

Secretary
J. Edrar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
Vashinrton, La C.

Dear Priend:

l£<*'fflptiu*-^

Mr. Mofar

Tato. Room .^.^....

Mr. Naaa-5

Wm* Qaady,

22^
I am highly embarrassed to write this letter, but I do hope ..

you vri.ll bear with me.

I'v. Hoover was kind enough to vrrite me on this subject a few
wee.:s ago in response to a letter I wrote to him, and I now
find to my shane that the letter has cone astray in our files
and cannot "be located.

I therefore wonder if I could prevail upon you to send me a
copy of that letter.

Vfith many thanks and deep appreciation in advance, I am

Cordially yours.

M&&7
J

Herbert Jtaitp^Sevy /
Staff Counsel

'

So

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN

PATE-2

S UNCLASSIFIED

j4iiL_BY^£rc
9~
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lft% tfer5ffr* Vont* Levy
Staff Counsel
American Civil Liberties Union
170 Tifth Avenue
Sew York 10, New York

Dear Mr. Levy:

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE S] \m BY,

*-.^--~

Your letter of Ifay IB, 1951, addressed

to my Secretary, has been referred to my attention

end in accordance with your request, I an enclosing
a copy of my communication to you of April 20, 1951*

Tou may be sure that I am glad to be of
assistance in this instance and if I can be of
further aid do not hesitate to communicate with me*

0,

If*
'"-

Sincerely

<?^>

en
rn

*4I

or's letter to Itr. Levy of 4-20-51.
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«T*WO*JW> FORM NO.M

^
Oj/^C£ Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

SUBJECTS

nt^

f--*SS&§

"^

/ *

•4

7-

DIRECTOR, FBI date- June 22, 1951

SAC, KNOXVILLE

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

(Bufile 61-7511)

Re Bureau memorandum dated 5/15/51 to the
SAC, Knoxville.

nternal
, advised agents of this

f that date no investiga-
School has been instigated.

ipates In the very near
along with Special Agents
will conduct a full in-
expenses and operations of
and its personnel.

Revenue, Treasury Departmen
office on 6/lij/5l that as o

tion of the Highlander Folk
However, he stated he antic
future that his department,
of the Treasury Department,
vestigation of the Income,
the Highlander Folk School

He stated he would keep agents of the
FBI Informed of the progress made in this and would
be willing to allow agents of the FBI to review the
results of such investigation.

This Division will maintain contact with
land will keep the Bureau advised as to the

progress made in the investigations by the Internal
Revenue Department.

61-12
jga

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x / .

REC£*RDED - lb jf

!JUN 25 1951
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VTANOARO POMM HO. •*

P

Oj^c^ Memorandum

TO s Director, FBI
r /

FROM?" A SAC , Knoxville

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
SECURITY MATTER - C

UNITED STAlis GOVERNMENT

DATE: October 16, 1951

^L_
Relet from Knoxville to Bureau dated 8-13-51-

Tnternal Revenue, U. S.

Treasury Department, Chattanooga, Tennessee, advised an agent of this

office on October 13, 1951, that as of that date no action had been

taken by his department or by the special agents of the U. S. Treasury

Department in connection with an investigation of the Highlander Folk

School or any of their personnel. He again stated he vould Immediately

advise agents of this office of any information developed as a result

of his investigation.

^1-12

-r3

>>:.«

*&&££$&'%&*«&

A' L INFORMATION CONTAINED

UNCLASSIFIEDHEREIN

DATLili
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DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, KKOXVILLE (61-12)

HIC-HLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

ReKxlet dated 10/16/51.

DATE: 4/21/52

G.J.R-S

sU-*

On April 17, 1952, Hi HHM Internal
Revenue, U. S. Treasury Department, advised that no investi-
gation has as yet been conducted of the Highlander Polk
School and its personnel by Treasury Agents. Ee added that
because of a desire by the Internal Revenue Bureau to look
into the tax returns of gamblers and racketeers his office
had been ordered to discontinue any investigation of the
Highlander Polk School for an indefinite period of time.

He advised that he would notify the PEI in the event that
investigation was to be conducted at a future date. In
view of these facts this case is being closed administratively
by the Knorville Office pending receipt of this advice from

:MCD
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I
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Mont eagle, Tenn
July 31, 1953

ttumwmasz

M*tjm

£?*'**&

Mr. J. Edgar Boover.
Federal Bureau of Information

.

Washington, D. C.

Dear.Vr. Boover:

writing f»A,
z' > i cm w. w--.w9 - — ^, — "• *

Bighlander TolK*-SGhPS>l+ about piree miles af MonU*gl*\
ts^Felieved by many citizens around here, to be one of *»•

hottest oeda o/ Cow»uFitat teaching in the United iSTtate*.,
^

jt se«*s thew get a half buehel of mail a day. People

around here can't understand vhat it all means,

They have been here for years. They claim they are here

to help the mountain people, but no one knows of any

one around here they have helped. -

.... . . ... m ...x. -a. T v-« m >m +hn + 4. * is a v * -
•

jt %S eviaenv TO me, jrvm »r»«*v * mnvm, v-^.. -— .»- - -,-

communist center, What can be done about it? Who has
t

the authority to act in finding out about it? T -,
:

Sincerely /...-;' \

/s/ W. A. Swift

P.S. This is a confidential letter*

/s/ Rev. W. A. Swift
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9nr *, 8mtftzfe j,

REC0RDED-3Z r#i»r letter tmtid July 3* 1953, *•• *"•>•;•!•?&
Md tee Mtfvfi »**e* prompted *e»r 9«UK»^tfM «r» ^f^feev
appreciated*

_
.,-

'

/; -„-"
J

:;-/-*''
^'* ^^^i^-^STv 1?^^--

/» »(if •/ tfco mmtente •/ *•»> I#*f«r J •» f«Jt**e*lef
the Special Agent in Charge •/ eur Aexvflle V/*»* if. n*»e jp,y
dfent ••tact ye* t* tne war /ntnre. v y ;V-'v-.,.^^;=vV^..

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 41^ BV6E&
/•*» Idpar Meewer

Ptrectar v«

£*c • SAc/fnoxville (W/Snclol&r*)

$£iw^&»***

r" -4 -*v-« *£:

A*-
'•C

#«reati /<le* reflect that t* December X9k?th*? :^1;4
oorre«po7»tfefit connunicated wltn tno Bureau coneornJnp Jvypnlle
delinquency matter* and mas afforded a cordial ackwmf$h%«n$M%*
- -

.-:>--'" <?' .-. .
-

I*-; - ; - ' ->'.: ..'• «"" ** wj^ *>*$***
- ;

4 ' - ffce letter ef acftmomlsdgememt U being malleoli CtfV*"
-

•lain envolopo tneosucn «• Sii/$ iftd*e«tii tkj he destretjdm
identity be kept confidential* .:;. K'\ -'-'"•' -^^iVC^w^l 'W

' 'bureau /tie* fefl eot that a eeBi**-1- * •**—**—*

m
tnveetigatien
*t£6tej«le> %

»**..-#:.dA Gfe=
Mh-imts
ftri«u«t

a.«

jfi gnl ondJEflX* JSchaoJ. mas closed in ^9pij'»vrw* ,' ff**r*r~.<£t2c %1~12 '<ina*much ae no euidenoe was dcveTefeol^thaf t*# •* %*&:

ft'.9

eonooX »a«"<?onnunt»t eon trolled or domifdCtedm . The flit* do
not'difclede pertinent informa t ion receive* Ofndeijftat date
indiodVtyg Communist Party activity ^ni«Hf wrt aJTime eeneei/
ho»ffuor # allegation»o/ Connuntot Part^ aj/rfpoih^fir activity
have been received concerning persons vho were or nw§ been

^*" conr*ect#d witn t/ie school^ ; r-

Gcmftr

IMr —

~

Tele. SLoom-
HoDowui
S«KPto —
Him tiMdr- ;aic

6" AU^201953 !

COMM - fBI

AUG 7
f^,

MAILED 30 A/'^,



. ft c
(

c

*
'

r

ri-^.'?-"

^VL;.,* _»>

Di regard to the Highland Folk School Bureau
teletype to znoxville dated Tebruary S7, 1951, inotruotod
Mnosoille to advice mil mgemte that no 4i*ou*ofem
•Jfceuld it sadt »it* any i»df»fdiial •»©trni*v #**
^ -'.-.-

• -
.'•'

' *>*;::...'.:"- ^.:'- J".' : " ~V^^^-\;:^f^
. f»f»«au l#it#r ^i#4 **? 15, 1951, requested I*

to discreetly obtain m copy ,of the Bureau of interjml
investigative report concerning the school* It^is)„M}*ted

that a number of contacts mere made with the^Buroetm ep
B* venue for thie purpose 9 By letter dated April Big JJ&S9^jt&jjfc-'
tnozviUo reported that the Bureau of Internal Mevonu* ' hyiiAM-
tion of the school had been postponed and the Bureau of -jMmil
Bevenue mould advise tnoxville Offto* im the «»tot't^^;j|t.i^ •

invest iga tien mas a onduo ted *
*

:S -_.- -v
' _

jj^ :/w ^i^^"^v%
;^^^^j£

j* v torn of the contents of\ the correspondent **-l^§£V,.
couun lea tt on you are requested t« doipnatt an »y*»i*

r>#^ -

d**cr*«tly contact the correspondent as soon a* possipli and
obtain from him the basis and substantiation for the allegations
made tn his letter hearing in mind the Bureau 9* instruction* of
February B7^19519 iinvnetmmof0T*-B*nitoned»<:.:*

jn ropard to the corrtapond«nt '• tngutritt #«t out in

his letter he should be orally advised that all pertinent ,

information relating to subversive activities should me Jumiehei
to the 'FBI inasmuch as the FBI has been given the

;jtMfW^|^-
responsibilities for the investigation of oubverotve mcitmties'
within the United States under the security program Refined
by Executive Orders and Congressional onactmento* "'

" ** / ' "

•

**' 4
- '--'.„ /

Mo investigation should he conducted in connectton,

mith the correspondent's allegations mtthout securing opee ifto~
Bureau authorisation as set forth in the Manual of Instruction*,
Section Q7~C, SA» -^ :

- ;.;j'V * ^'^S'v^-'-:
/ fhe results of the inierviem should be promptly

furnished to the Bureau mith reference being made to -fhiq
*

Iftttr* - -.-•*

-,t K"

:>*>
.1-Ji

»
f"--r

.£, r
3*' ;i

V--^*x
.-*

'*S '.i

- * -
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TO

;

KH. D. M. L4DD •

X3, 2, -. BSLVOHT

August 25, 1953

-:^H

STT~JZCT: MYLES HORTON
(Jenner Cofr^ittee Request)

Jenner ^fcTfittee requested "nan-e check onJIorton.
Conference Educational und. Inc.. June 3D_.l r "~

Southern

."IBs

Horton long-time heed of High-:
kloe'e associate known

re
lander oik School , Montea ^le. _
Co~^unist Party peters, Active in ^outhern Conference for Hut-en Weifa
(SCKV/), 8 cited organization end outhsrn Conferenc coeducational Func^
fSCEF), successor organization to"SCHW.« Horton and ,on Wes^, known i

?£:'*'

Co-r^unist, were ^rincirel organizers of ^rogra^ Highlander Folk SchooJ-*."
jhen latter organized in 1932. In Decerrber, 1950, Horton in letter "tjTV'

Mr. ^legg accused ^uret u Agents of questioning neighbors cf Folk SchqoTK
regarding visits of Negroes to School and also of steting that a nre'ss"-*'

release released by School would be considered orwrunistic by a rrajority
of southern neo^le. Horton mede similar charges in letter to Attorney
Ge.-eral, Senator Estes ^efauver, to the nress and to others. Horton*

s

allegations found by Hur^au to be filse. Korton in letter to Attorney
?e:ierel stated that the °ouncil of the School was considering the
procedure for future interviews with ^ureau Agents, i. e., of having thf.

Director of School only s^eak for entire staff end of having ell
questions ~osed by bureau Agents ^ut in writing. Director of School to

submit replies in writing. Subsequently Knoxville Office instructed to
^

have no further contaots~whete"er at * oik School. Present review
limited to T.ain files on Korton and Highlander ^olk School, 8nd aumrapjs
report dated October L», 19'-'7, concerning SCHVJ which was ^re^ared in
accrdance with Executive Order 9^35 snd which contains surr-irary on Hort
"S^e" references since that suT-nary were also reviewed.-::- Horton was re-
ported instruTental in starting the "orkers Alliance, d=. si^nated by the
Attorney "enerel Pursuant to Executive °rder 10!i50.

on

: r.-i^x

That the attached ^e^o rand urn be forwarded to the Jenner
Co^ittee rfa
Artac^^nt^^
tioo-11615; ^i-7-ii)
1 - Kr. Nichols

sf.lb

\(JjL
rlS/_Lz

' NOT RECORDED
148 SEP 16 '.S53

®~> SEP 2^ 1953

$ aCunformation contained

herein is unclassified

DATLJJjJSiL-BYilfcSg
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'Pastor Swift/ Wife Did aWof
Lovable Couple

=

" Now Retired
r

After 60 Years

m

•y GORDON H. TURNER
' jBi*ff Cerretportdsnt

MONTEAGLK, Ten*.—Much of
the South and nation and in fact
a lot of the world would not be
»t»-h-^ t>>o »»mp h*& it not been
tor a iovaoie, reimed couple now
fcappUy living in retirement here,

H*#n above the world'* fUa
: which they have done a lot to
teal are the Rev. W. A. Swift, an
mil-time famous Methodist preach*
«r and hia wife, the former Irene

' Keiaer, Both were born and roared
' not Jar assert la southwest Ken-
" tacky during flie latter quarter of

-Pastor Swift" had written me
, they were ~T*Ur*d," aed that they

" - «*. ; <.'i fc'W?-. After
fevangtllsing and holding a doaen
-«w »*j nastoraUs tc many Btatea,

* **%-. ' *..^?.» » pretty home here
* 10 y**r» ago and aetUed down,
fret from now on, of routine pro-
f55s">eal dut<ea

AtitMiie 60 Y**r*
!?„;. ar.v Swit ha* attended to

fhf ii.i'ou* Sunday school asscnv
4&y pi-ogrmm« here for t0 years
(with her husband aince the early
\3S.»v W»t>. 1.1 ch an acquaintance,
to wy ito'lxiftg m* continuing
"'wv'H^de ro-rcirpondence, reading
from a iarge personal library, and
filling In a thousand and one Uttle

«atH* a«d ctore* around here—the
couple is yet quite active.

At tnrtr mv!tation by letter, I

K>-:r.t a recent uufcrrcttablc day
arila i to i * rtmarkabife couple,
wfce*r> J fc*d never before met, and
jfor whojK a dc**n stories couldn't
'^ ti>* t-v Hp rti^ mc the courtesy
;#* cocr.plimenUng my good-will
.'t .. t »., r . is uiutt, and my coK
'«""" •Tr.-y>trY> *~» mrKMHty seeker,

jd< -.uutau» tor me to write theLcJ.

^ Swift described hardships fc?

—Staff photo by Gordon H. ^mer
MONTEAGLE, Tenn.—The Rev, and Mr*, W. A. Swift stand in front of tasir jRtty oora*

jost inside the world lamon* SffitUAf Ichool assembly ground* here. Tbey 'have

InflCVOOd. • :_..___: ^—— '- * .A-***^***-.

ago and when be served as school

janitor to pay ads way through m
small college.
••When I waa bora there wen

no electric light* or paved reads,

much lass automobiles in Ken-
tucky." he recalled. "But o*>
wagons, spinning wheels, and
homemade clay lamps were com-
mon."
He told of "dropping* corn, then ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED .

^gftgSg HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \
*£s*eii533S »ate-4jl|£Lby^£^M
cut, * WakM.JkMMjnagM
]«a to school, ana jjiieuoesn,

ly riding horseback to «p-

>lntment*. often got a* »tta* a*

ENCLOS'jf.!

GI-7JT// -/vj
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fLswt A* fa*THsi»ds II
'

dad was 4 ilWlMlo
ftarmer until he lost «U be bad as
aecurity no notes for friend*.

W. A. MTtr fot a eeat from beau
toward bis education.
"One winter I bad bat one pair

{of socks to my nunc nod washed
tbem out at night to wear next
day" be declared. "But before I
married X bad crossed the Atlantic
ocean three times and traveled in
all the world's continents except
Australia."

It was actually in the middle of
|th e Atlantic while on a trip to the
Holy Land thst he met the girl he
was to marry In 1909. Their oldest

tighter, Mary Elizabeth, died at
e * and oldest son William -was
lied In an automobile Occident
age X. These losses were par-
ly made up,' however, for

eanor (now Mrs. John R- West
Nashville) soon came along

[and then later within a matter
of minutes of esch other, Thomas,
V-t—:-f*. &r.* **«'jorie arrived to
place the Swifts as the only known
"Methodist pastcy* parents of trip-

lets in the worlfrf

First Home Service
W. A's . ft rat sermon was st his

home church, Mount Cartnel, near
Murray, Ky. in 1896. Before re-
tiring a decade ago be held many
pastorates, including also churches
to Little Bock and Texsx
Ark, Maiion, SU SL Clair,

land Millersburg, Ky. An editor ftf

church papers for 11 years,
-.Xp-'i rr.fiovr two Methodist

(leges {Kentucky Wesleysn and
Athens. Ala.), and had the dis-

tinction of clearing several towns
and cities of the "filth of alcohol
and Indecent shows and carni
vala"
This man accumulated what

hnsy have been the largest person-
al library of any fellow-preacher
in the country and though he bad
given awsy or sold nearly all of
St, be recently counted more than
11000 volume* left Too, he has aJ-
ways had a big correspondence
and today values among keep-

es a personal letter to him
King Edward VU, three from

kg George VL and one' from
9ueen Elisabeth XL

•fos}* J. P. Alley A Stsrt
1 As benefactor of the late J. P.
• Alley Br., creator of Hambone's
$ meditations who grew to be one
g of America's greatest commercial

artists). Pastor Swift is very
P'-sud. While bs was preaching at
Aabury Methodist in Little Rock,
aukj, owi wi wiittt, came to blm
for help. Swift got him a good

"», lob, took him toto his home for
- free hoard, slept in the same bed
.. with him for two years, gave biro
* money to take an art course by
, mail {only training be aver had)

t
txti. watched him rise to fame,

-* Later Assy's were the only ear-

; toons «var to hang on the walls
the U, 8. capltol in Washington
the only ones created out of

"
"

,

_ appear to" a famous
ioctxjt4"2-2ine. As a t°T SUBrtr

This is a photo of the Swifts* triplet children, mads when tita

trio grsdusted from Jsckson city high school.

for the Memphis Commercial Ap-
peal, he considered changing to
one of the nation's biggest dallies

st a tripled salary but Swift ad-
rised him to remain in T>\xif .

Be
did, and in Little Rock became s
greet lay. leader and Bible teacher
in Aebury church. Swift per-

formed Alley's wedding ceremony,
^nd when he died a few years
igo, was called to preach his

ktneral.

The Swift triplets, parent-like,

ire biasing their own brilliant

crails. Born in Lexington, Ky. r

Ihey graduated together at Jack-
on <Tenn.) high school under
irtndpal D. E. Ray and the late
'. B. -yarns then city superin-

tendent They Ste rally worked
{heir way through college — not
one each but up to two, three, and
more. eJl with exceptional records.
Thomas attended Lambuth

(Jackson, Tenn.>, the University of
Tenn., and Ohio State, and is now
a grsduate chemical engineer in
Houston, Texas. Margaret grad
uated from Wesleyan (Macon,
Da.). Scarritt to Nashville, and
then from Columbia in New Tork
2ity when its president was Gen-
ral Eisenhower. Later she at-

tended the Universities of Michi-

gan, California and Peiping, China
[he served as a missionary to
Thina until the Communists took
iver and is now field -director of

with a PhJ>. degree. Now with a]
top-spot on the University of Ala-

J

bams faculty, she gets back here
more often than the other chil-

dren to visit the family.
The Swifts hosted me Hkrough

their big home "so cool in summer
thst we always sleep under blank-
ets.** He ha* a vegetable gardei
(mostly beans and tomatoes now)
and in lovely flower beds, dahlias

are a specialty. There are enougt
beds in the big house "to alee]

several families,** and with tw«
kitchens. X got the idea that mm
of the time tt is open boose fo

friends from everywhere. Just fto

ished on the backside is a tin:

guest house as modern as tomor
row. which they plan to r%nt b
assembly visitors when not use*
as their own guest house, . - '.£1

Philosophy an Wortd •
*-V .

Strolling in the garden Bwlft
who has been a student of ftp
ernment and world affairs frJfr
boyhood, gave me his nhitoeop*)
of current conditions. ••• "

f|
•The wortd, since I was bos*

has improved very fast mntcrtaUj
but constantly drifted morally" be

said. "But if wven yet Amerlof
really turned to God to atactica, at

well as theory, we can overoomt
communism and lead the work
into a great spiritual awakentoj
that would bring untold materia
blessings to aU & we font, I tssv

Marjorie graduated from Iism-
fcuth, Peabody college, and thenmm NorUiwrftr?r- -aajmrveraity U

he American Red Cross to Japan, communism will win out and at
the world hack a thousand yuan
or perhaps even destroy emUsn
tion itself." . v. " '

***** j\
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SUBJECTS
£>
HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - <T

I »l tf DATB: August 27, 1553

*^AUL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED va
DATE .?}ifof RYXPJTArflTte

t<

/WV-
Bureau letter to B&verend V. V^WTJT, Monteagle, Tennessee,
dated 8-6-53. ^ LU

"~

Rev. WILLIAM ALPHEqjTSWIJT
at hie residence by Special Agent
advised that he 1b a retired Meth

Monteagle ssee, was interviewed
» 8-19-53. Hev. swift

LB^ Minister, 81 years of age, and that
he has resided at Monteagle, Tennessee, for the past 10 years. Bev. SWDT
reported that the Highlander Folic School vhich is located on highway between
Monteagle and Tracy City, Tennessee^ vas reportedly founded during the early
part of 1930 "by a man najned/foMBROSKT. Rev* SWIFT* stated that he did not know
DCMBROSO^s first name and tkat he had never net DCMBR06KY. Bav. SWIFT advised
that DCMBROSKY is no longer oonnected with the Highlander Filk School, hut that
he is reported to he sympathetic with the Communist. Bev. SWIFT stated that he
"believed LCMBROSXY to he sympathetic with Communism because of newspaper accounts
linking D0MBR0SKY with strikes which were occuring all over the united States.
Rev. SWIFT stated that he had never heard any comments made either by or accred-
ited to DCMBROSKY vhich would lead him to believe him to be Communistic and he
stated that he had not received any reports of any activity on the part of

D3MSR0SKY other than the newspaper accounts of DCMBROSKY participating in strikes
which would lead him to believe that DCMBROSKY vas sympathetic with Communism or
any subversive organization.

Rev. SWIFT stated that he has been informed that the Highlander Folk
[School is reportedly operated under the leadership of a man by the name of

'H0RTON, first name unknown. He said that he has never met HORTON and does not
know anyone connected vith the Highlander Folk School either in the past or at
the present time. He also advised that he has never visited the Highlander Folk
School and has never associated vith anyone who has frequented the Highlander
Folk School or associated with any of the individuals connected with this school.
Rev. SWIFT advised that he has no direct information regarding the Highlander
Folk School or any of its past or present personnel. He stated that his only
information concerning the possible sympathies of the Highlander Folk School j

with the Communist Party or other subversive organization is in the form of *

hearsay information. Rev. SWIFT was asked for specific information even in the.

form of hearsay upon which he based his opinion that the Highlander Folk School
vas Communistic in nature. Rev. SWIFT advised it is his opinion that the High-
lander Folk School was dominated by Communist Sympathizers on the Following
events

»
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Boy. SWIFT stated that sometime during 1952, he observed Mr. HGKTOV,
Highlander Folic School Director, throw away a copy of the Bomanian ffews,

Sunday Edition, dated October, 1952, numbered 206. Key. SWUT stated that
H0ET0N diBoarded this nevspaper In the Poet Office of Monteagle, Tennessee
and he reclaimed the newspaper far Information purposes. Rev. SWIFT stated
that after reading this edition of the Romanian News, he considered it sub-
versive in nature.

Bev. SWIFT stated that the Highlander Folk School has claimed for
years that the purpose of their location at Monteagle, Tennessee Is to asslat
the mountain people in that vicinity. He stated that he has been visiting In
Monteagle and vicinity for the past 35 years and has lived continually at Mont-
eagle, Tennessee for the past 10 years. He stated that In visiting with moun-
tain people in that vicinity, he has yet to find anyone who has stated that
anyone connected with the Hi^ilander Folk School has assisted the mountain
people in any way.

'*«-

him some time ago that the
tool was made up of Communist Sympathizers. Bev. SWUT ad-

vised the Interviewing agent that J| |did not elaborate on the comment
and did not give any reason or basisforiiSking this remark.

Kev. SWIFT also advised that he had been informed by,
that the High lander Folk school was a "hot

j^d of Communist". Kev." SWIFT was unable to furnish any additional information
regarding the comment and stated that| |had not elaborated on this remark.
He also stated that he has seen extremei^iarge quanitles of mail being delivered
at Monteagle Post Office to representatives of the Highlander Folk School. He
stated this mail comes from all over the world and a great deal of it is in the
form of air mail and special delivery mall. Kev. SWIFT stated that he cannot
understand how any school could receive this much mail unless it was engaged in
some sort of illegal or subversive activity.

fir -•-•-H

Kev. SWIFT also advised the interviewing agent that he had "been informed
by several mountain people,

t
names unknown, that while doing day labor on the

grounds of the Highlander Folk School, they had learned that there was a "building
on the ground of the Highlander Folk School called the Film Center. Rsv. SWIFT
stated these people had advised him that no one, other than Highlander Folk School
personnel were allowed to enter or go near this "building. He stated that he had
no other information regarding the "building, hut it seemed rather suspicious to
him that a school would "be so particular in maintaining a building and its cen-

ter*? is such secrecy.

Rev. SWIFT stated that Dr. J. T. BLACKWOOD, a retired Methodist Minister
who is 91 years old and resides at Monteagle, Tennessee, had commented to him
that the MBthodist Church which was located In the immediate vicinity of the

- 2 -
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informed Rev. SWIFT that this church was farced to close its doors doe to
the distractions offered "by the Highlander Folk Sohool personnel. He report-
edly stated vhenever a church service vas in progress, the Highlander Folk
School personnel would plan a demonstration picnic or offer to take the
children on hikes or rides throng the woods and in this method distract
them from the church services.

Bev. SWIFT advised that the Hi^ilander Folk School personnel were
acting as spies in the different churches In the vicinity of Monteagle and
Tracy City, Tennessee. When asked to explain what he meant by this, he stated
that they attend a church service without Invitation and the next Sunday they
would go to sane different church. He stated that to his knowledge, they have

never caused any disturbance at any of these churches, hut that they do not
continually go to the same church in the vicinity of Monteagle or Tracy City.

He was asked specifically why he thought they were acting as spies and he could

offer no explination other than the fact that they did not attend any church
regularily.

Rev. SWIBT also advised that he had heard, source unknown, that several
manufacturing establishments had refused to "build in the vicinity of Monteagle
or Tracy City because of the Ccnaounietic leadings ot the Highlander Folk Sohool
which was located in the Bame vicinity of Monteagle and Tracy City, Tennessee.

They reportedly stated that they did not vant to "build near the Highlander Folk
School "because the echool would continually "be causing trouble in the form of

strikes

.

Rev. SWIFT stated that he could not furnish any additional information
other then what vas related above. He stated he believed the school vas a Tiot

bed of Communist" and he based this opinion upon the several events which are

related above. Rev. SWUT advised he was unable to furnish any additional in-

formation regarding the Highlander Folk School either in the form of hearsay or
otherwise. Rev. SWIFT vas orally advised that all pertinent information relating
to subversive activities should be furnished to the FBI, inasmuch as the FBI has
been given the general responsibilities for the investigation of subversive acti-
vities within the United States under the Security Program defined \>j Executive

Orders and Congressional Enactments. He was informed that if he received any

additional information regarding any subversive activities that he should

immediately notify the Special Agent in Charge of the Bicxville Division of the

Federal Bureau of Investigation. Closed.

• 3 -
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Office Memorandum • united spates government

to « MHW3TCR, FBI (61-75:

nOM ' bac, Domux (61-12)

SUBJECT: V# ApftOR

(mXEXAL 8XOTU5?)

/)
DATS: »/lO/53

o

Bef BuUt September 9, 1953, •ntltUfi u Aon,

—* *~- *»/ *-'fSJ •**"»»*« lUWflUUliM .TULA BWBUULt,
CTEBRKAL SBOTEBT - C," repcrUd tha result of tho lat#rri«»
with SeTerend VH.UAM A. SWIFT,

'-;r
t*k

m
re?

RECORDED -IS tfa-Jp//- \VO

A *L
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SAC, Ihoxville

Director, TBI (61-7511)

September Cj |^gi

I^Si 7 fAtff-

INFORMATION CONCERNING "'

^INTERNAL SECURITY)
"'

y
, /

ReBulet "dated August 6, 1953, directed to the
captioned individual, Uonteagle, Tennessee, copies of
which were designated for your office with the request
that the correspondent be interviewed*

Examination of Bureau files fails to disclose
the receipt of ihe results of pour contact* Tou are
requested to forward this information to tfc# Bureau at
onoem

In the event these data have been submitted to

the Bureau, please furnish the date and caption of your
communication*

f
X

riri,f

G|»V r,

1 tit. Room -

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE <?' \&k BY^fZS:

rw&
RECORDED-57 l.l +y- ,

.

SEP 161953
130

INDEXED-**

CQMMaEB!
SEP 9 1953

MAJLEO 28

^fc.i' k£ u.-j<

=/*/

;

-t" :> 5.^:':.^'.^"^^ *
:(^^%^/^^^^^1'v^^^:
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Director, IBI REGISTERED MAIL

SAC, XhoxTiUe (100-00)

HlfcHLAHDER FOIX SCS30L
Thumbnail Sketch
UTERKAL BSCDRITI - C

He BAC Letter 53-72-

il/28/53

SLUMS]
PAH

BeclasstfAn: CAM ™

There are no known subversive organizations within the XnozrllXe
Division purely local In nature, nor are there any national headquartere Tor
such organizations in thle division; however, the Ugh lander Folk School,
Monteegle, Tennessee, Is occasionally referenced in connection vlth security
asltei-;; and, therefore, the following documentation ie being submitted:

rurniEhed the fo;

School, Konteagle, Tennessee x

on regarding the Highlander Folk

&%¥&&?'&&

Y&&&£&

\,-w-^

r

"The Highlander Folk School Is an institution located near
Monteegle, Tennessee. It is an institution with classes on
a seminar basis and Is supported primarily by donations from
Individuals, from labor unions in the form of payments for
students who attend, and to some extent by the Farmers' Union.
It offers courses of instruction in labor organization, social
economics, parliamentary procedure and the general field of
labor education, 3nis school hasjied Communist lerty members
on its staff end as instrue tors,|and haB followed the practice
of welcoming CP members as students, but to my knowledge, the
school has never offered courses of instruction in Communist
matters nor has the Communist element ever completely con-
trolled the institution.^! j£

Confidential Inforacr.t Xfaoxville T-2, a governmental agency, has
advised that LOUIE FRAHCIE BUDSJZ, admitted former editor of the 'Daily Worker,"
an Eaet Coast Communist newspaper and an officiel in the Communist Party, ad-
vised en U/21/52 that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist.

N

V
P
C

-. 1 r-s

'•7T* (T-2 is memo prepared by the House of Representatives Select Committee

¥^
to Investigate Foundations and other Organizetions.) /•. /"""/ / ^ /^

\

JHTl5 ^5*

NOT R?<~n*T>ti:T>

: DEC 3 1953

SECURII Mmm - coKf
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MflfoM - ffiftAMOT Yliii'JMJ!

till

Director, JBI ^

Be: EQHLAJTBER FOIK SCHOOL
lB-C

n/2S/a

lev York advised InoxviUe "by letter IO/26/53 t^t this information
had bean made available to lav Tork Office by Bureau letter 2/2^/53* entitled
''Use of Benevolent Trust funds, Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Institutions
to Implement the Programs of Subversive Groups, IB-C. H The Bureau instructed
that in reporting the material it be attributed to BUEEBZ and the source of
memoranda be referred to only by confidential symbol.
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EBI KNOXVILLE

DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT

6-1$ PM EST

o
\i

MYLES HORTON, WAS., SM - C, HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS - C. CHATTANOOGA

NEV;s-FREE PRESS ARTICLE APPEARING MARCH TWENTYTHREE FIFTYFOUR RELATES

THAT HOKTON REPORTS HE WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIS APPEARANCE AS WITNESS

AT SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING AT NEW ORLEANS, '

INCLUDING HIS CLOSED HEARING WITH SENATOR JAMES EASTLAND. MEETING

SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY NIGHT MARCH TWENTYFIVE FIFTYFOUR, AT HIGHLANDER

FOLK SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE TENN. IT IS REPORTED MEETING ADVERTISED BY

MAILING APPROXIMATELY FIVE HUNDRED CABDS TO PERSONS RESIDING VICINITY

OF SCHOOL. KX OFFICE HAS RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM MONTEAGEE, TENN., ON

THIS DATE QUOTE FBI, HAMILTON BANK BLDG. , KNOXVILLE, TENN. I WILL

REPORT ON THE EASTLAND HEARING AT HIGHLANDER SBVEN THIRTY m TOMORROW.

SIGNED MYLES HOBTONUNOUOIE. PURSUANT TO BUTEL BEB. TWENTYSEVEN

FIFTYONE, INSTRUCTING NO CONTACTS WHATSOEVER SHALL BE MADE AT HIGHLANDER

FOLK SCHOOL AND THAT NO DISCUSSION SHOULD BE MADE WITH INDIVIDUALS

CONCERNING HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, NO ACTION IS BEING TAKEN IN THIS

MATTER UACB.

SOUCY

END

6-20 PM OK FBI WA fch

TU

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

fit*
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O/fe Menwrkntium • united

Director, FBI (61-7511) (KEGESTEBED MAIL)

SAC, Khoxville (61-12)

«
STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: lf/7/5^ f

'WW !

^ tfft

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
IS'-T"- *

Be Knoxville letters to Director 5/ty*l, 6/22/51,
and lf/21/52.

Re Bureau letters to Knoxville dated 5/15/51.

On 3/19M __
Revenue, Treasury Department, advised SA

of this office that he had again "been instructed to make an

investigation concerning the Highlander Folk School and its

employees in line vith the information set forth in referenced

Knoxville memo dated 5/4/51*IB stated that he was notifying the

FBI of this investigation in that he vould gladly cooperate

with Agents of the FBI in furnishing any information throu^i

official channels that they desired. | B stated he

would notify Agent | 0of the progress of his investi-

gation and if infornStlonwas desired concerning his investi-

gation, it could he ohtained throu^i official channels,

The Bureau will he kept advised of the progress

of M ^investigati on and if deemed advisable at the

com^et!onc^MJl(B(jP investigation, a request will he

submitted to ohtainxheresultB of his investigations through

Internal Eevenue Bureau,

iznlc

a
V

>*&>''&

DECLASSIFIED BY. T> P ? l~fl

5 APh^l i^4
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DIRECTOR, TBI 5/26/*

**

BAC, KKCIVILIE (100-00)

at
HIGHIAHiaSR FOIX SCHOOL
IHTEFBAL SEuutuzx - C

Be 8AC Letter 5W2 end aylet II/28/33. :

The thumbnail sketch concerning the Highlander *-> /y

Folk School as set out In reflet presently fulfills ell AC y
requirements es set forth In SAC Letter ,3^-22. . ,

w

^ fa at
3£*

&i-"ife£jfi

fr

c^i *

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED •

DATE <^H BYSEfrK
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FEDERAL BUBEAU OF INVESTICATIOH

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to

UR-TKL ,

6/7/5U 7 oar/

mSSk

MrTlJocrdsiMi
Mr. Kfc^Is

Mr. ±A ; _
Ilr- TV-?
Mr. ?»r.r,-i

Mr. r-An
Mr. T-.-.^Si

Mr. r.:y: ..'_„
.

M- T
">' r-^wi

Tel,, ~tc=,

M: "- •
" y an__

Mis* Ga..?ti7

FBI KNOXVTLLB

DIRECTOR

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS - C* RB KX I*T TO BUREAU k/l/Sk*

INTERNAL REVENUE AGENT, CHATTANOOGA, ADVISED THIS DATE HE HAS

E2CGRDS OF HICHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL IN HIS POSSESSION
»

^^^^^ BUREAU REQUES1ED TO REQUEST

FROM INTERNAL REVENUE BUREAU ^HHH O
BECAUSE OF INTERNAL = _

NOT ALLOWED TO REI£ASE BOS Zrh^j^S}O
INFORMATION IN «fflE FIELD, BUT IMPLIED IT COULD BE OBTAINED FROM ^ vst^t

REVENUE DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIO

INTERNAL REVENUE HEADQUARTERS.,

NEXT TWO TOSEXS.

END

63-

soucr

INVESTIGATION TO BE CONDUCTED WITHIN THE

/,/- 7'// />:?>

RECQBDEB4I folR MAIL _
fc7 JUN 9 1954 '£

? Vv F»eiponJL

Approved:,
oeciali Agent inSpecial! Agent in Charge

Sent. 'v:
er
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MIQBLAMDRk TOJX SCMOOlQf^hC* MBUBAlBtBL JtfWW fm
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««cw._£t/orffnced ^nt#| o/ fobroary f?, 1952, per instruction* o/ too\5Fv-l
64,^£|roctor ao nofod <n a aoaorondit«/roa Jfr» Zadd to tno DirsotoV^
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Office Men. ^ um
» DIRECTOR, FBI (6l-7£ll)

yVpBAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

o

TO

FROM

UNITE J GOVERNMENT

DATE: 12/114/55

•

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITT - C

Ret Knoxville letter to Director dated 12/9/5$.

A copy of this letter was inadvertently not designated for the

Washington Field Office* Enclosed is a copy of referenced letter for

the information of the Washington Field Office, and they are requested

to make the necessary correction as set forth in reflet*

S>- Director (61-7511)
1 - Washington Field (Encl.l)
1 - Knoxville (61-12)

(U
:idh

&:*-

", V

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED JICORDEDJZ

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^iilSi-BY^ES^r^JQ^

6/-74 // -//*
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

1C- &V>Deleted under exemption(s) ^\J L ^=___^_ '_^T with no segregable

material available for release to you. x

L.J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request,

D information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

.J Document(s) originating with the following government agenc.v(ies) „ _..

.__ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

].,-.. advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason* s):

I | For your information:

LJ The following number is to he used for reference regarding these pages;The lollowing number is t

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X

X NO DUPLICATION FEE x
.-,.,, X FOR THIS PAGE X
...'.;.' xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
AAAA.', A
XXXXXX
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

X£s ~ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the fill'. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

(M Deleted under exemption(s) _^4>^_../. >r vk'. L^L with no segregate

material available for release to you. /

CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[ 1
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

i I Documents) originating with the following government agencyties)
t

_ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government, agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

he- advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

I ! For your information:

£u The. following number is to be used for K-fere/ce regarding these pages:

M-l£lL-J$!^V'f/jZ*.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X DELETED PAGE(S) \
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

1 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.
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Office M 6 f/» • UNITED 5 4(Svfi£NMENT

TO

FROM.

DIRECTOR, KB

I

AC, KNOXVTT.T.K

DATE:U/6/56

SUBJECTS HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY-C

.-''• J f-- -•*

£-/'?£

, . u. s.

artment of Agriculture, Cleveland, Tennessee, on k/2/56, advised ,1^^^^K that he had received a request from MILES
HORTON, President of the Highlander Folk School, ^Monteagle, Tennessee,
to make a talk concerning conservation matters before the school

~"~"

In June 1956. He stated he declined the invitation hut felt "Uiat

HORTON might insist upon his making the talk.

^1^9 stated he had heard from individuals residing
in vicinity that this school had the reputation for heing inclined
towards communism, and that he therefore did not desire to make the
talk. M^HHlHW asked as to whether this school was subject of
investigation "by the FBI.

4Hfl| V vas furnished no information concerning this
school. He indicated he might request the Department of Agriculture
to contact the Bureau in Washington concerning this matter.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -C-^

-""M

HEREIN IS U

DATE
2 -Bureau
1-Knoxville (61-12)

NCLASSIFIED

v s.V*

fa ff/^ RECORDED • 30 £/ _ JS// - M **

1NDE&ED-2Q
S3 APR 9 7956

* - -*

<;!<

t^ w* APfi 17195b
••'

)



wr ri 'v'.i -
1'. jj'il'i :-^S •

"

r"--i:
'

'

i^a ^''" :ZjL:i^*^^' '' ^-**- ** : -
i
' Vri*-'"-*'"-"'""-

•"*'•' •-*'-^-^

4*5
T7- z?^

V..*/* v^*/*'"'**

' *

O.TH£jvfVZ5E«. J
^-"

2 .

jT

ĤIGHLAKDSl FOLK SCHOOL
Monteagle. Tenneeecc

MRS. MILSS BORTOV* »lc©
known as Mr*. Kylec Rorton
Highlander Polk Sohool
Monteagla, TenneiMO

MR. MIL2S BOHTOH, Ulo
known a* Mr. Mylea Rorton
Highlander Folk School
Monteagle, Tennoaeee

\
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All confidential Informants referred to In this
manorandon have furnlahed reliable Information in the paat.

On April 21 * X94£» * confidential informant ^
adfieed that Mylee Horton, £ Highlander Jolk Sohool , Monteagi o ,

jpeimee»oe f waa a apeaker it a meeting of the Southern —

-

Conference for Human ./elfare Which wae held in Haabrrllle,
Tenneaeee, on April 19 through 21, 19>2» According to the
informant, Horton apoke on the importance of training the
youth of the nation both vocationally and In democracy.
The Southern Conference for Human welfare haa been cited by
the Special Cocrclttee on Un-An*erlcan Aotlvltlea, Report,
March 29, 19ij4# P«ge 147 c» • "Conraoniat front which ^^. ^
received money from the Robert Karahell foundation, one of
the prlnclpaV aourcee of the funda by which many Commanlet
front* operate.* iH||^HHMHHHHHHHHHHlHP Ji

r
/CLs

121-33956-52)
*"^

On October 14, 1952» * aonfldential Informant
furnished the following information eoncoming the """-

Highlander Polk School
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"The Highlander Folk School is an institution , ^
located near Monteafile, Tennessee* It is an Institution
with classes on a serfilnar basis and supported primarily ;:

by donations from individuals, from labor unions In the
form of peynenta for atudenta who attend, and to aotse

extent by the Parmer* • Onion. It oftmra course* of
instruction In labor organisations social economics,
parliamentary procedure and the general field of labor
education. This school has had C canonist Party moabers
on Its staff as instructors, [and has followed the practice
of welcoming Communist party neo&ers ma students, but to
r& knowledge, the school has never offered courses of
Instruction in eoronunlst natters nor has the eocnunlst
tlenent^ever completely controlled the institution."J J^u

IOO-7254-IO84) '

. , .

—-KLAnother Governmental agency which conducts
intelli^encs investigations has advieed that Louis Francis
Buden*. former editor of the 'Daily vorker," an east
coast connunlet newspaper, and an sdiaitted forraar official
in the Coi^nunist Party, advised on Hovecrtwr 21, 1953, that

vtha Highlander Folk School was prooownanist. (House of Re pre. Select
. :ors\ to Inv Foundations and ether Organs; lOO-725^-108ij.)

On April 19, 19,9, Paul Crouch, a self-adnitted
foraer raeaber of the Communist party, furnished to this
Bureau a signed state raent in which he described Kyles
Horton as s left wing socialist who was always close to

the C ceramist Party* Acoording to this steteiaent Horton
met with officials and representatives of the Coaaunlst
Party to discusa policy and procedure during the period froca

1939 to 1941 3 and, even though he showed some independence
in thought, Horton usually followed the coramunlsv Party
line. The statement continues that In 1941 Horton could
have been described as a close syrjpathiser and follower
of the Comnsnnlst Party linef and that his wife, Zylphla
Ha? ton, was even closer to the Party than her husband*
According to Crouohta statement, when he last saw
Zylphia Horton In 1941 she was seriously considering
joining the Coarwmist party*

(100-10355-31*5)

&
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For your additional Information pleaae be

advised that ?t»lea Horton referred to above teatifiad la
public session before tha Jenner Committee on March 20,

195^. Ton oay deeiro to eonault recor 1a of thia Committee
for additional information concerning the subject of your
inquiry* (62-68217-1^96)

The foregoing information la furnished to you aa

a reault of your request for an FBI fila shock and is not
to be construed at a clearance or a nonclearanoe of the

individual involved. Thia inforn-ation it furniahed for

your uae and should not be disseminated outside ot your
agency.

'%Mm NOTE: Thumbnail Sketch re Highlander Folk School was

checta*as up to date with organization Desk,Jnv, on school

conducted in 191+1 - 19U3 based upon numerous complaints

received in Knoxville Office concerning Communist

activities at the school. Reports have never been disseminated

and contain notes reflecting much of the subversive

derogatory information contained therein has been

repudiated by individuals previously furnishing
information. No investigation has been conducted

concerning Mrs. Myles Horton. security - type

investigation conducted on Myles Horton in 194-2 and 1944

based upon information reflecting that Horton may be a
COIFtosITlAL

--.*.:,*. i * -t '-.
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communist and that the Highlander Polk School was communiat
dominated. The investigation on Horton conaiata of 2 ..--.

reports of the Knoxville office, one dated 3-18-1^2 and the
other dated 1-25-4U. The latter report reflects that the
investigation on Rorton was closed in 19^+ since no infor*
mation had been reliably furni shed

#
that he was interested

or active in» Communist Party affairs in the Knoxville
area, although a number of known communists and followers
of the Party line were found to be interested in the
Highlander Folk School. It is also noted tbat these
reports have not been previously disseminated and much
of the subversive, derogatory information contained
therein has been repudiated.
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«/ feel that no one on the American scene is

Jkint a treater contribution to the bu.ld.nt of

democracy*

—Richard C. Shipman

Acting President

Montana Farmers Unton
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INTRODUCTION
Since 1932 Highlander hat served at a year round

educational center for rural and industrial community leaden

and has contributed to the enrichment of the indigenous

cultural values of the mountain region in which the school

is located.

Our democratic purpose and the educational needs of

the people have determined Highlander's approach. As

unionism became a significant factor in the lives of the

mountain people, workers education and the training of local

leaders for farm organizations were given special attention.

Wc were able to educate the emerging leaders and broaden

their concept of leadership to include responsibilities as

citizens. Students carried back into their organizations con-

cepts learned at Highlander, wh*re their problems and plans

were freely discussed in the light of democratic principles.

While the program has never been limited to work

with organizations, wc felt that a portion of our time could

be profitably spent in developing leadership for the local

unions and farm organisations in the South. Today many

unions are in a position to do much of their own training.

Highlander can now make its greatest contribution, even to

the unions, by bringing together people from all walks of

life for an educational experience.

Highlander has been emphasizing in recent yean educa-

tion for community leaden and providing educational services

only to organizations where there is a maximum opportunity

for free and fruitful discussion.

:

tJWL- - ' -

.; c f--":*r.

Our present emphasis is the mountain region which in-

cludes part of eight states and has a tradition of independence

that should provide a sound basis for free discussion and

libera] education.

The shift in emphasis which has been taking place if

reflected by a three year project for the training of com-

munity leaders, and by short resident schools for lay com-

munity leaders.

While we will continue the extension program, it is in

the resident schools and workshops that the most effective

education is carried on. The best education takes place when

people can withdraw from the hustle and bustle of everyday

life and get a new perspective. Highlander provides such

an opportunity through a year around program of resident

schools for community leaden and other adults.

1 ..
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RESIDENCE PROGRAM
LABOR SCHOOLS ...

United Packinghouse Workers of America, CIO

Staff and Officers School

February 28 — March 6 — Enrollment 51

March 7 — March 15 — Enrollment 53

Tennessee CIO School

June 21 — June 27 — Enrolment 41

International Union of Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers

Southern Staff Schoo)

August 17 — August 22 — Enrollment 18

SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING . . .

Interested individuals and representatives of organiza-

;'i.r.<- •'•lik which Highlander has worked took part in a

F»-.-»u ; ve Council Meeting on April 27-28, called

for the purpose of enlarging the program. Out of this meet-

J c «m>. ?V- : ;nirncr workshops on segregation in the public

schools.

summer workshops ON "The Supreme Court
/"';-visions and the Public Schools . .

.

J>,;> 12 — Auguit 8 Full and Part-Time Enrollment 59
.' ^s. ui ? 9 — August 15 Full and Part-Time Enrollment 33

Thi first workshop of four weeks was devoted to in-

:;.Jv of the problems of segregation and integration;

3 .
-i [i,. c'^clopment of materials which might be useful in

meeting thece problems.

In the second workshop, participants analyzed the

materials developed in preparing /or work in their own

C'.'i »:-' -.s anj for distribution.

The rwj workshops were attended by a total of 71

re-pi. i: of whom were Southern community leaders

.-..(. states. SDtne were enrolled in both workshops.

i* r .;iLs included ministers, farmers, industrial workers,

coilcj:* and high school teachers and students, YWCA secre-

''-• ' idiiif education leaders and members of interracial,

.* i'.tr>iai and civic organizations.

7 ne workshops were directed by Paul Bennett, a former

Ai«ba:n« high school teacher on the Highlander staff for the

summer.

.- t
'< of $5,000 from the Field Foundation

i «vt i! j.- -si tie to bring in discussion leaders and provide

fc.'\o'ir:>,ipf for community leaden.

(Met detailed report on request.)

— 4—
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CONFERENCES ...

Informal week end conferences were held throughout

the year for small groups of Tennessee Fanners Union

representatives, church, labor, and community leaders.

SEMINARS . . .

College Groups:

Dr. Morris Mitchell and students from Putney Graduate

School of Teacher Education, Putney, Vermont, studied

Highlander educational methods.

Professor Robert Freedman and students from Colgate

University, Hamilton, New York, studied the various High-

lander programs.

Students from St. Luke's Theological Seminary, Sewanee,

Tennessee, took part in the summer workshops.

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP TRAINING PROJECT . .

The purpose of this project is to work out methods for

training lay community leaders. They are to be given a

better understanding of the nature of a democratic society

and the individual's role as a citizen.

Potential leaders will be selected from demonstration

communities and given help in stimulating interest and in

leading discussion on issues and problems affecting the com-

munity. The training will be given at Highlander and in

the communities. This project has been made possible by a

three year grant from the Schwarzhaupt Foundation.

The Community Leadership Training Project was

launched by a study of the region and of the potentialities

for the kind of program envisioned. After considerable study

it was decided that the director of the school would train

a small staff who would then work in demonstration

communities.

The people being considered for the training staff were

brought into the planning session of the summer workshops

and later used as assistants. They took part in staff meetings

throughout the five weeks of the workshops on integration

in the public schools. Following these workshops, an evalua-

tion was made of the methods used and their relevance to

the community leadership program.

As a means of providing further training, plans were

made for them to take charge of weekly community and

Highlander staff discussions on Human Freedom.

—J —
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In addition, a number of community leaders, including

an entire family, were brought into the workshops in the

hope of developing their interest in the project.

Finally, three people were selected for more intensive

training; one from Monteagle; another a new staff member
who had experience in church work; and a member of the

Highlander FiJm Center staff. We are experimenting wim
fresh approaches to community leadership training, and with

the use of visual aids as an integral part of the leadership

training program.

flans have been worked out for a school for the train-

ing staff.

FILM CENTER . . .

Of special significance was the deve'opment of film

strip* directed to audience participation. Called in as a

rn««-.i-,-,t hy »h* «tat/- CIO, ;» film strip "When the Union

Comes In" was made and its use demonstrated. In demon-
*?*-" ; -'>;.. *i>nugh light »?? Jrf? on during the performance

for the discussion leader to see his audience. Without the

-j<< o_* a typed script, the leader told a story of the union

in his own words. Certain pictures were designed to evoke

audience reaction and discussion, there being no end title;

the discussion was not broken off at the end of the film strip.

This approach was used by another union in a film strip

cal'ed. "One Company, One Union, One Contract."

Other film strip? produced:

"Help Democracy Grow,"— for Highlander;

"High Cost of Segregation,"-—growing out of the

summer workshops-,

"An Atlanta Housing Story,"— for the Atlanta Urban

league.

A series of slide sequences are being produced for the

i;.n...;,...ur.al Ladies Garment Workers Union, AFL, telling

'...t ..i'j.) v* uic dues iloiiai, the health and welfare program,

and the educational program.

Three television camera training film strips were pro-

dared. The Film Center staff trained discussion leaders in

thfr use of visuals in addition to producing film strips,

photographs and charts,

UNITARIAN SERVICE CAMP . . .

jv'y $ — August 25—Enrollment 10

The Service Camp program provided an opportunity

for teen n%tr$ to share in constructive work in an .atmosphere

of cooperative Jiving *nti freedom of discussion.

— 6—
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The campers stained the main building, repairing and

rain ling the screens and windows and repairing the roof.

A late spillway was cleared out and a swimming area roped

off. The library was put in order.

The campers took part in the workshops and community

meetings, in addition to discussion programs of their own.

Field trips were made to Fisk University, Fontana Dam,

and Cherokee, N. C.

One camper said, "By this summer's experience, we

Juie learned to live together and learned to work together.

\\\ did this by helping other people first and not ourselves.**

Harold and Daphne Hogstrom, camp directors, were

a-iMcd by Byron and Ethel Kelham. As staff advisor, Mort

I aacs, p'anncd the work and a series of discussions on the

Sjuth led by Highlander staff and visitors.

LIBRARY . . .

Books and research materials on segregation, which were

u»cd during the summer workshops, have been added to the

Harry Lasker Memorial Library.

FARM . . .

Additional pasture land was cleared and a winter storage

house bui't as a part of a year round home grown food

program. Mort Isaacs started an irrigated vegetable garden

which supplied food throughout the summer. Surplus vege-

tables were canned and stored.

Occasional fish were provided by the Highlander lake.

NEW 8TAFr . . .

Mort and Ann Isaacs joined the staff in November,

1952. Mort is from Helena, Arkansas, Ann from New-

foundland, Canada. The Isaacs came to Highlander from

Wichita, Kansas.

Paul Bennct, on the staff for the summer, first came

to Highlander as a student at a Farmers Union School. He

is doing graduate work at Howard University.

Student assistants were:

Barbara Shipherd, Antioch College

Mikii Fowlkes, University of Arkansas

Annajean Sherman, University of Alaska

Ellen Beecher, Antioch College

— 7—
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COMMUNITY PROGRAM
OLD FOLKS DAY . . .

Highlander instituted a periodic "Old Timers Dav."

All people in the community over 65 are brought to the

school for a big meal and then left alone to iwap stories,

fish, or see what it going on at the school.

NURSERY SCHOOL . . .

Joanna Willimetz, Nursery School Director, is on the

Kindergarten Advisory Committee of the Association of

wj.i.uhujd Education, International.

The annual Christmas part}- was given at the Summer-

field grammar school for all the community children.

COMMUNITY MEETINGS . . .

A picnic honoring Dr. Lilian Johnson, formerly of

.Memphis and donator of the original Highlander building*,

was attended by seventy-five people from the community

-»-.i ccunty.

Asha Devi Aryanayakam of the Basic Education School

in Sevagram, India, and a delegate to the Social Welfare

Commission of the United Nations, spoke at a community*

meeting. The Sevagram school was established by Mahatma

Ghandi. She wrote she was "deeply inspired" by her visit

and that she would make her home at Highlander if she

lived in America.

Gouri Bosc of India, a student at Tulane University,

spoke at the Summerfield Grammar School.

Dcvina Del Carmen, Ozamis City, Phillipincs, showed

slide* and spoke at a community meeting.

Cipriano MaJonzo, President of the Federation of Labor,

Zainboanga, Phillipincs, spoke at the Summerfield Grammar

^.hool.

Miss Carmen and Mr. Malonzo were students of former

Highlander staff member, Frances Thompson at Silliman

University, Dumaguete, Negros Oriental, Philippine Islands.

Naofusa Hirai, a Shinto priest from Japan •, Gunter

Weinert, Berlin, Germany, here under the auspices of the

work-study Training Productivity Program; and Professor

R. H. Kinvig, University of Birmingham, England, visited

Li it Khovl and community.

The Community Building was used for Summerfield

Co-op Meetings, square dances and other neighborhood

gathering*.

— 8—

EXTENSION PROGRAM
FARM AND LABOR CONFERENCES . . .

CIO Educational Conference, Denver, Colorado,

February.

Myles Horton gave introductory address and taught

steward class.

Louisiana and Texas Sugar Workers Schools, Raceland

and New Orleans, February.

The two one week schools were run by Myles Horton

for the U.P.W.A. Zilphia Horton taught and led singing.

Montana Farmers Union School, Great Falls, Montana,

January 11-18.

Zilphia Horton conducted a class in folk songs and

Myles Horton a class in community leadership.

UNITED PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS OF AMERICA
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM . . .

Highlander continued to provide direction for the

UPWA's educational department until April, 1953.

The main emphasis was on the development of educa-

tional or discussion leaders from the union ranks. Forty-four

additional educational leaders were trained. (October 1952

through March 1953). A majority of these voluntary

leaders conducted steward training classes in their own locals

and led discussions on current issues. Without some such

system of voluntary discussion leaders, full time union

educators will continue to be tied down to stewird training.

In addition to developing the local discussion leaders,

a number of schools and conferences were run by the UPWA
education representatives.

Two schools were held at Highlander for the officials

and UPWA staff.

A Steward Training Manual (second section), a Hand-

book for Discussion Leaders, and a Resume of Procedures

for Instructor Training were put out by the Educational

Department.

In an article, 'The 'Drip* Theory in Labor Unions"

in the 195 3 Spring issue of Antioch Review, Kermit Eby

says: "Miles Horton of the CIO United Packinghouse Work-

ers of America has already introduced something 'new' in

the 6eld of worker education. His educational program

assumes that men living with men in a union have common

concerns. Discussion of these problems—* discussion led by

the workers themselves—moves from wages to contract, to

— 9—
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stewardship, and rhis to the relation between officials and local

membership) between locals and the national and inter-

national office*. No outside experts are called in to impress

the class with their status. Skill and knowledge emerge as

worker stud)' their own contract, its provisions, the local

political structure and other onion interests.

"Some of the political heads in the United Packing-

house Workers of America are protesting the work Horton's

education^} program is doing because it means that the pat

answers which these same pohticos hand the rank and file

no longer suffice. Horton emphasizes what he a)]s the

'«-<::!.. V.i.-r' sitKcr than the 'drip' system of education-

ideas perking up from the rank and file rather than dripping

down from the top. Horton's program differs basically from

other more conventional methods in labor education because

of its emphasis on developing leadership from the rank and

file, and because it emphasiaes discussion topics chosen by

the workers rather than topics written on the blackboards

by staff members."

(More detailed report on request.)

CONFERENCES ATTENDED . . .

Highlander staff members attended the NAACP Confer-

ence, Chattanooga; Spring Educational Conference, Chicago;

Conference on Youth and Racial Unity Thru Educational

Opportunities, Columbia, S. C; Race Relations Institute,

Fisk University, Nashville; Southern Regional Council for

Children Under Six, Daytona Beach, F.'orida.

PUBLICITY
articles about Highlander appearing in 1953:

Montana Farmers Union News, January 28

National Union Farmer, January-February

The Denver Post, February 7

7\.. *!r;; ..:;r, 3 rV:£'ous magazine published in Nash-

ville, Tenn., in the February issue had as its prime

exhibit for "Brotherhood Week", an article about

Highlander.

Procresssve Architecture, February

Rocky Mountain News, February 7

The Packinghouse Worker, March

Los. Angeles Sunday News, April 5

The San Francisco Chronicle, April 8

The San Francisco News, April 8

— 10—

The Daily News, Los Angeles, April 9, an editorial,

"Fear of Losing Status Breeds Race Hatred" and an

article, "Meet Mr. Southerner, new style; fights

segregation."

The American Teacher, April

The Antioch Review, Spring Issue

The Wilmington Morninc News, May 12

The Sun Reporter, San Francisco, May 23, J. Maceo

Green's Column, "The Weekly Report."

District 3 Blade, UPWA, May

The Packinghouse Worker, June

CIO News, July 13

Adult Leadership, July-August

Furniture Workers' Press, July-August

RADIO . . .

The Highlander director was interviewed by Chet

Huntley, ABC, Los Angeles; by Leslie Claypool, KFWB,

Los Angeles; and by Robert Schultz, KPFA, Berkeley, in

August.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
SUMMARY . . .

Highlander ended the fiscal year with an operating

fund of $12,859.98 and a $5,000 reserve fund. Income

was $59,220.47. Expenditures were $54,524.96. (Detailed

financial statement on request.)

II —
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HIGHLANDER

Highlander Folk School, chartered in

1932 for "adult education, the training of

rural and industrial leaders tutd general

academic education**, keeps open bouse
in the Tennessee mountains for people
and ideas. Adults, without reference to

color, religion, schooling or economic
status gather here throughout die year.

Students and teachers live informally in
half a dozen houses around a lake. Here
they study, discuss and plan how best to

meet the challenging social, educational
and economic problems confronting in-

dividuals and communities in the South.
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Everyone is a "Public Speaker.

"

Public Speaking is just a big name for getting up on your feet and telling
people what you think. Most of us feel at home when we sit around a table
and talk to our friends and try to convince them. But when we stand up, we
get nervous or scared. Everyone feels the same when he gives a speech, even
the high-powered orators who seem so sure of themselves. Just ask one of them
and see what he says.

There are 4 good ways to get rid of that nscared n feeling:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Know what you want to say.
Be sincere.
Remember that the people you're talking
to are your friends - good union people
so just relax.

Practice.

A* Presentation of Speech

The best way to learn to speak well is to speak often. There's no substitute

for practice. But there are a few principles that should be kept in mind be-
cause they'll help you to Improve your speech and get your point across.

1. Look at everyone.

Unless you lcok r.t everyone, some people are going to lose interest -

they'll feel that you're not talking to them. You've seen speakers who
fasten their eyes en poor Joe in the front row. This just makes Joe

uncomfortable, cud makes the rest of the people feel that they've been
forgotten and shouldn't really be there, that the speaker is having a

private conversation with Joe.

And then there are speakers who will talk to the ceiling or the floor,

or to the trees and buildings outside, or to one section of the

audience. You've ssen speakers like that. And do you remember what
your reaction wan? You started thinking of something else and didn't

hear what tho spaaker was saying. Or, if the speaker became interested

in some noise, or passing car, you did too - and forgot what he was

saying.

The sane thing will happen to your audience unless you look at all of

them and make thorn feel that you have something important to say to

each and every one of them.



You want to make your audience have confidence in you, make them

listen to every word you have to eay. But they won't do that if you

have to lean on something for support, or if you stand like this y~>^

or like this

Stand up. Show them that you believe what you're saying and they'll

oelieve you.

3. Pon't rush.

Remember to speak slowly enough so that everyone can hear all your words
«r;d won't get just a jumble of sounds. The larger a room is, the longer

it takes your words to reach all the people - so don't run your words

t?£- ther so that they sound like this:

Brothersandsisterslthinkpoliticalactionisimportant,

Speak slowly, clearly, distinctly.

I"j»« variety and emphasis.

Don't speak in a monotone so that you sound like a motor droning on

endlessly. Your audience will be bored, and so would you if you
could hear yourself.

Don't say: "Brothers and Sisters, we must all vote."

SAY: "Brothers and Sisters, wj must all vote .'"

".--e:ii& you use emphasis, everything in your speech will seem equally

....r^ *eaiu. Stress the points you want your audience to remember.

And don't always speak at the same speed. If you have something to

3 ay that you especially want everyone to hear, slow up just before it.

Your audience will be curious; they'll be waiting anxiously for your

next word.

- 2 -
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5« Use your arms .

Your audience didn't come to see a statue - they came to see people
and hear people speak. If you stand like this when you say,

"Let's get out and see that everyone votes," people aren't likely to

have much enthusiasm. But if you use your arms, like this
they'll know you really mean it.

Hands and arms, when used naturally, will add greatly to the effective-

ness of your speech. But don't force it. Unless your gestures are
navoxal, they'll look funny. So wait until you have confidence in
yourself and can relax. Then you'll find it easy 'to use your arms

and hands.

6. Ko mannerisms .

If you usually rub your ear, or drum on a table, or play with your
watch, or scratch your head, or twist a pencil - DON 1?. Your audience
will become so interested in your performance that they won't hear
what you have to say.

B. Content of Speech

What are you going to say to your audience? How are you going to say it?
Tfcpre are some principles here too that will help you to make an effective
speech,

!• Think of your audience .

Suppose your subject is "Political Action and the CIO. " Would you
give the same speech to the Chamber of Commerce, your own union, the

Parent-Teachers Association, a church group, some college professors?
If you did, your speech wouldn't be very successful. You must vary
your emphasis^ words and material for each group.

always think car fully of who your audience will be before you prepare
a speech.

2. Decide on your main idea .

Don't ever have too many ideas in one speech - people just won't remem-

ber them. If you 're the best of speakers, they 're liable to remember

two ideas. If you're not, they'll remember one - if your speech is

good. So if you have lots of ideas, save them for another time.

-3 -
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And don't be afraid of repeating your main idea too often - say it at
the beginning, say it in the middle of your speech, and say it at the
end. That way, people will be more likely to remember it.

3. Make an outline .

Now that you've decided what you're going to talk about and the main
idea you want to get across, make an outline.

An outline sounds like something unfamiliar - but it isn't. We. all
make mental outlines every time we talk. It !s just getting things we
want to say in order, so that they will convince the people we 're

talking to.

But if you 're making a speech and want to make sure that you remember
what you're going to say, write the outline on a card or a slip of
paper so that you can glance at it.

This leaflet is in outline form. If you wanted to use this leaflet as
the basis for a speech - you could write it on a card in this way:

Subject - Public Speaking

Main Idea - Everyone can speak if he remembers
a few simple principles and prac-
tices them.

A. Presentation of Speech
1. Look at everyone
2. Stand erect
3. Don't rush
4.. Use variety and emphasis

5. Use your arms
6. No mannerisms

B. Content of Speech
1. Think of your audience

2. Decide on your main idea

3. Make an outline
4. Don't memorize your speech

5. Work on opening and closing sentences

6. Use stories, facts and figures

7. Be brief

This same thing can be done with any subject you choose.

«., l/on't memorize vour speech.

Don't think that you'll forget what you want to say if you don't memorize

your speech. You have an outline on a card which will help you remember.

Use your outline - don't write the speech out .

-U -



There's nothing more likely to put an audience to sleep than a
memorized speech. It sounds too mechanical. And you know how
foolish a speaker looks when he forgets part of his memorized
speech and gets a blank look on. his face and stammers.

5. Work on opening and closing sentences .

Your opening and closing sentences are the most important part
of your speech.

Your opening sentence should get your audience interested in what
you're going to say and should tell them your main idea. Don't talk
around your subject. Jump right in. You know how restless you get
when a speaker rambles on and on and never seems to get to the point.

Don't say: "Brothers and Sisters, I'm here tonight
to speak on the subject "Political Action
and Local Unions.

"

SAY: "Brothers and Sisters, Political Action is the
most vital issue facing local unions today*

*

Your closing sentence should sum up what you've been saying - should
repeat your main idea, should make your audience want to get out and
do something about what you've been saying.

Your closing sentence is the last thing your audience will hear, the
sentence that will stay in their minds when they leave. Make the most
of it - make it really a punch line.

Above all DON'T:

1. Say, "Well, I guess I'm through," or
"I guess that's all" - end with
a bang.

2. Sit down or walk off while you're
saying your last sentence - it's
an awful letdown and detracts from
the force of what you're saying.

6» Use stories, facts and figure? .

If you want to convince your audience that you really know what you're
talking about and aren't just talking through your hat, use some facts
and figures. Only don't use too many - they can get very tiresome.

Make sure that they fit into your speech and make sure that they are
easy to understand. Your audience won't have time to sit down and
figure them out with pencil and paper.

-5 -



Use stories to put your point across. Stories help people to understand
what you're trying to say. Stories do the same thing for a speech that
a cartoon does for an editorial page of a newspaper - ttiey simplify
and give a picture that people will remember long after all your words
are forgotten.

Instead of saying, "It can be done," tell about
someone who did it.

Make sure, though, that your story fits into your subject and that it
describes people and things familiar to your audience.

7. Be brief .

Long speeches weary both the speaker and the audience. . Say what you
have to say; then sit down. Your audience will really appreciate your
speech if it is short. And it will be three times as effective as a
long speech. If your speech is well organized, and you know your *

subject, you can be brief.

If you're tempted to be long-winded, just remember the old paying that

an empty wagon makes the most noise.

Now you have the principles of a good speech. But just knowing the principles
won't make you a good speaker. It takes the principles plus the practice.

It's just like the story of the horses and the water. You've been led to the

water; now it's up to you to drink.

- 6 -
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SONGS FOR ZILPHIA
ZILPHIA HORTON died In April of 1956. She came to Highlander

as a student in 1935, married and stayed on it i staff member

for twenty-one years. Zilphia wai bom and raised In a small

Arkansas coal-mininr town, attended the College of the Ot-

arks and taught school for two years before coming to Hiffa-

lander. Tributes to Zilphla's life on the mountain were paid

In many ways by the people here. Her friends and friends of

Highlander wrote us from many parts of the country and other

parts of the world.

Some of these friends in Chicago met in May for a memorial

program, "Songs for Zilphia". Just as we cannot recapture

ZUphia's vitality and Joy of living, so we cannot recreate with

words the li/e of folk, labor and religious songs that were

_imn.?'_.tttat .n'»M. *i.» h*re is an expression by John Thompson

•r the rich and full heritage she has left:

*'
. . . Tft'( arc here tonight to pay honor to Zilphia Horton,

whose untimely death we have mourned, but whose values and

hopes *nd enthusiasms and faith we cannot celebrate sadly.

"For she was one of the most genuine, natural, unspoiled, af-

firmative persons any of us has ever known, and for twenty-

one years she helped make Highlander human and Joyful and

songful and gay, and thus helped all the countless people High-

lander touched to make the dark and dreary places throughout

the South more human, more Joyful, more songful and gay.

This is not a time to make a case or to plead for support

which we are going to give as long as we truly believe In de-

mocracy and its promises, as long as we believe In the people

and In their essential goodness—as Myles and Zilphia Horton

have always believed.

"This 1« a time tor more mellow and more Joyful moods, when

we may be excused for indulging In a few memories, In cele-

brating a friendship and a partnership full of meaning and last-

ing significance, which even death cannot destroy.

"It is a time- for good memories for good hopes, and for good

resolutions. Highlander has always been committed to the strug-

gle for Justice and to the extension of democracy and educa-

tion for all people. But from the first It has also been keenly

interested in the cultural values, values which had their roota

lu Un< mountain*. We talked about this that first winter be-

fore any of us had met Zilphia. But until she came onto the

scene no one was equipped to do much about this.

"Kermlt Eby has worried because the American labor movement

does noi sing as It used to do, and some of our poets have wor-

ried because modern workers do not sing at their work as

farmers and sailors and weavers used to sing.

"Throughout the South and in many places beyond the South,

onions and workers" groups have been set to singing again

about the me-st Important things In life (their work, their lovea,

their Jokes, their faith) by Zilphia, who took them new aonga

and old songs and gave them the courage to sing. And Myles has

helped to five them something to sing about.

""It fat good, to be a part, even a very small part, -of such a
naw ttfe movement and of such an earthy, healthy, sin-weary

faith In democracy and its timeless resources. We must find

creative and powerful ways to celebrate these values always:
and I know no better way than to strengthen Highlander and
its program now. This is the only conceivable memorial so

offer for Zilphia, and ft serves the double joy of fulfilling the

moods of thanksgiving and of dedication.**

LETTERS

. . . Her music, her whole life, were a dedication to the people.

—Frances Leber, New Jersey.

. . . Zilphia was so wonderful, and her philosophy so well-founded

that you will always have her in that sense, still making your
life rare and worth while.—Branson O'Casey, London, England.

. . . She will live in our hearts and minds as long as we live;

ihui we wiii hear lie* >ujgiug tier *ungs, that UiGu*4U~cf hes—1-

will always raise the levels of performance we demand for

ourselves, and that we shalJ always fee] it a special privilege

to have known her.—Morris Lasker, New York.

. . . All of our lives have been enriched from having, know-
ing and being with her, catching a spark of her joyous spirit

which became a part of our lives. — Howard Frazier, Burlin-

game, California.

. . . An achievement in finer human relations and In under-

standing and love — and Zilphia had such a large part in It;

such a spirit cannot be destroyed.—Stuart Chapin, Wiscasset

Maine.

... 1 think of Zilphia — so alive and full of energy. I am
sure, all the little angels are singing and square dancing and
organising today.—Alice Mitchell, Atlanta, Georgia.

This is a bitter loss for you and the school; but it is a
marvelous thing that you have built together. Rarely have two
people worked so constructively, so persistently and with such

imagination as you and she to illuminate the lives and thinking

of others. ZUphia's work and spirit will always be part of

Highlander and of everyone whom the school has touched. —
Margaret Lamont, New York. ^

She lived so fully and so" helpfully that it is not uuficu?

believe that she is working on, only through the influence of

the many lives and causes she has benefitted. She Is surely

doing that, and her devotion to democracy and personality will

continue to be an inspiration to those who knew her and were

touched by her life.—Ted ShuJU, Norris, Tennessee.

. . . Hers Is the most beautiful and meaningful immortality I

can conceive of. With the beauty and truthfulness of her life,

with her warmth and great gifts, she has left an unforgettable

enriching experience with all who walked with her — and there

must be thousands! She has given people direction for growth

and greater love and understanding than they had before meet-

ing her.—Lena Kaplan, Chicago, Illinois.

I wish to express my deep sympathy for you at the passing

of Zilphia ... a great loss to you and the labor movement
Her tpirit and love for the common peoples shall Bve on In

the hearts of all of us *trho knew her and loved her-—Bill Mar-

lowe, Peoria, Illinois.
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WE WILL EDUCATE FOR INTEGRATION IN
OUR RESIDENCE SESSIONS, IN OUR FIELD
PROGRAM, IN OUR COMMUNITY!
HIGHLANDER EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
SAYS INTEGRATION IS IMMEDIATE
GOAL FOR DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH

The immediate and challenging barrier to democracy in

the South is seereration.

The immediate and challenging task ctnfronting those who
desire a democratic South is integration.

The two sentences above sum up the thinking of Highlander's

Executive Council, a policy-making group of outstanding South-

ern, rural, labor and community leaden,, whose names are listed

op page four of this issue.

From such a simple statement of facts came an entire pro-

gramming by the Highlander staff for future leadership train-

ing until integration is achieved in the South. Plans by staff

mfnnifKii. a»iu supporters envision the following: .

12 WORKSHOPS EACH YEAR
Highlander Folk School will train leaders for work in

their community, union or civic organization in one workshop

each month of the year, summer and winter. Forty students at

each workshop, or a total of 480 resident students per year,

from as many communities as possible in the ten southern states,

can decidedly make an impact upon the integration movement

in the South.

In addition to the 12 workshops, there will be two inte-

grated children's camps each summer. (One is in progress as

this is being written. See story on page 4.)

.... IN RESIDENCE

** ... It is hardly necessary to labor this point: living together

produces a relaxation of barriers which makes adutt education
ten times easier."—Boyce S. Pitkin, President, Goddard College.

24 WEEKS OF EXTENSION EACH YEAR
The 12 workshops are not enough: People learn in * class-

room, and they learn vividly; they also learn at home. Students

who return to their communities and make a beginning for in-

tegration shall be assisted by the field director. Wherever stu-

dents begin—in the schools, the churches, the labor unions, the

social club or on the police force

—

there they shall find the

Highlander Extension Service. ^
The work schedule of the Field Director will be full at 24

weeks a year on the road.

. . IN THE FIELD

Highlander field workers follow the students where they live,

because work in their community Is an extension of the class-

room process. It is continuous learning by doing.

52 WEEKS IN OUR COMMUNITY
Highlander lives in its own community 52 weeks a year. We

do not believe that teaching exists in a va uum. We believe that

we must educate in our own community if we are going to be
the least successful in getting other people to work in their

communities for integration. So we have already started. Our
youth leader, presently an Antioch College co-op student, has
organized a community club of youngsters who are quite active

in various recreational activities. We notice already that many
of them are swimming in Highlander Lake at the same time as

the integrated campers are swimming.
But swimming together by the youngsters is only a step,

and Southerners know what a step it is. Adults also are being
encouraged to attend sessions when Negroes or colored foreign
representatives are here. .

We are proud of our local taxi driven, delivery men and
other help, in that they have given courteous service to these
visitors.

We shall train leaders for integration in the South; but our
concentration on this single goal for the time being does not
mean that we are drawing away from 24 years of concentration
on leadership training for people in labor unions. For example,
our next three workshops, announced elsewhere in this pub-
lication, will draw from labor union members.

. ... IN UVH IXJMMUNITY

The program of education tn Highlander's own coramunity Is

essential . . . otherwise, how can we teach ethers to work In

their eonunonlty h* we ourselves do not know how to do it?

The art of teaching most also be a constant process ef the

teacher's learning.
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HIGHLANDER REPORTS '— JULY 1956

Items In Brief

SCHOOL BOARD DISMISSES MRS. CLARK
On June 8, we learned from Mrs. Septima Clark, now Inte-

gration Workshop Director, that the Superintendent of Educa-
tion of Charleston, S. C, had notified her that her contract,

along with those of five other Negroes and five white school

teachers, would not be renewed for the coming school year.

Lnrs. Liar* hoids an m. a. oegree, was rated first-class .Per-

manent Professional status in the 1944 National Teachers Exam-
<n»+«r>r> <:K *<>« H»»n a successful teacher in the South Carolina

system for 25 years. No reason was given for ber dismissal. South
Carolina law allows chairmen of boards of trustees, presidents

of colleges and principals of schools- to give no reason for a
dismissal. Also, one man may act for the entire board.

The 1956 legislature also decreed that all city and state em-
ployees who are members of the NAACP would be fired.

K,*rc r-r-iry h?s been active in Charleston civic affairs, is at

present first vice-president of the city NAACP, and has been as-

sociated with Highlander for three years.

She reports that the National Education Association has been
notified of th:"s action, and will look into the case.

t#

INTERRACIAL CHILDREN'S CAMP
'..r ir.ierriic-ia] children's camp, with nine counselors and
':?-.'

..
:
tviatkn at Highlander for eight weeks. It

------ j
» ** ; ii a cooperative community in Americus,

Ga. The camp was prevented from being held at the cooperative
farm in Georgia by a last-minute court injunction.

Telephone and telegraph communication to .all parents,

counselors and others resulted in opening the camp at High-
lander only two days behind the original plans.

• WORKSHOPS

»n.'T..V a 2 i
--•-Integration Workshop I

jlLi * .; > io—iteading Week 1

AUGUST 5-11—Integration Workshop D
AUGUST U-16—Reading Week II

AUGUST 19-25—Integration Workshop HI

AUGUST 25-SEPTEMBER 1—Reading Waek XXX.

• After two years of work, Betty and Henry Shipherd resigned
from the Highlander Staff, April SO, 1956; they returned to

their Philadelphia home. The Executive Council commended
them on their competence, devotion and self-sacrifice.

• Present staff members now include Myles Horton, Director;

Mrs. Septima Clark, Integration Workshop Director; May
Justus, Community Director; James Hargis, Farm Manager;
Mrs. Julie Mabee; Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe; Betsy Freiheit;

Anne Lockwood, Office Staff, and Hildreth Smith, Commun-
ity Worker.

• J. D. and Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe were married in May and
have set up house in the Dombrowski Cabin at the end of
the lake.

• Fifteen members of the Sunynerfield 4-H club meet at High-
lander each Tuesday night for square dancing and general

recreation and come in twice a day for swimming classes.

• To improve swimming and fishing, community members con-
tributed labor and time to extend the rock wall 125 feet

further around the lake. La^st Sunday we counted 25 anglers

and at least 20 swimmers from the community.

• An 8-man Community Action Team representing six Euro-
pean countries ended a two-months visit in this country at

Highlander June 20-21 St. The team is sponsored by the In-

ternational Cooperation Administration and their purpose
was to study and observe community and regional efforts

in economic self-betterment.

• Sandy (A. A.) Liveright of the Center for the Study of

Liberal Education for Adults, Chicago, reported in a telephone

interview that preliminary plans are underwsy for the SSth,

Highlander Anniversary Celebration in 1957. The major high-

light will be a week-long institute for the school's alumni,

sponsors and general supporters at Highlander.

• P. M. Horton, who came to the school in the early days,

passed away this spring. "Dad" Horton, father of Myles, is

sorely missed by his family and all the rest Of us.

. o

• Highlander's present Executive Council Mid
Board of Directors are:

>ri . ^«i
RvBRAZEA£vDean, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga.

&X& X M^SGpTa&^^MILTON, AtJanJa. Urban League, Atlanta,

G. R-^HATHAWAY, SecVTreas. UFWA-CIO, Chicago,. .HL.

V* LE'»> Uy^njn^mHJv-it, Clillpcrt, ^ul SS.
- "*' --*"

JOHM^rTOPE'lI, Industrial Relations Consultant, Fisk Uni-

ersitVj. Nashvilje,__T£nn,;

DR. LEWWrJeffES Rural Life Counc il,! Tuskegee Institute.,

lAjfc.

'"* V>^^
T^^GFORGj^ftl^HFJTi, Executive Director .Southern Re-

^ional_Cpimcn.'. Atlanta, Georgia.

REV. EUGEN&rgfrfffTHERS, Calvary Presbyterian Church,

IgigJjck^jT^rm^---' ^ -~-*~ *
; -

, [

.....
_ f

ER~Tr*^^^EPlTENj5, Chattanooga, Tenn.

JORDAJ^TpKES III, Attornev-At-Law. Nashville, Tenn .

LUCHJ.ft*THORNBURGH. Associate Editor . East Tennessee

Labor Nejys^Jfcinxyilie, 3Csnn._
retSTX Tennessee State Legislative Board,

Brotherhood pt J(%i Trainmen, J>xingtqD--ieDn.

S, Publisher, Southern Farm and Home,
[Montgomery^

CI

Jnlon of

tagle, T«

ILSON, Tennessee Representative Interaatinnal_

Mill and Smelter Workers, CoJumiiia^Ienn^

... of. Highlander Folk School, Mont-
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0//jf£ Altf/? iUTTl • UNITEL ..«>» GOVERNMENT

^^4 >7

TO MR. TOLSON

,V ^ datb: August 30, 1957

FAOM : L. B. NICHOLS$
subject^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

MOUNT EAGLE, TENNESSEE

•to
78\m

Tolaon —

,

Nichols _
Boardmani

) B*ln»nt _i

'g^Uobt
PsatoBB —
Ro«en
I nntiD -

Trotter —

—

Nease _—

_

T«le. Room _
Holloman
Gandy — _4 'IJ^ 4HM^MMlHMnHMBMa»8~29-57 to advise that

from everything he could hear the Highlander Folk School was beginning to

become more active and tha^ they were having a conference from August 30 to
°~ptember 2 celebrating th£25th anniversary of the School, that among those
attending would be Aubrey^illiams^/6alpjj^&lls^eln (phonetic), president of

the Packing House Workers; C. ^SteeleJ wno headed the bW strike at 7>ti r?

Tallahassee, Florida; Dr. Alonzj^flloron; apd Martin LutheMUng. He further
stated that from what he could learn the Highlander Folk Scnool was becoming
a center for teaching civil disobedience^juid that the details of the conference
and seminar were announced by Mile*jfiorton and appeared in a f,New York/Times"
news story on July 7, 1957.

\

on it.

¥
l A

He thought that if we had not heard of this we might want to

%*?

¥-

faBfesf

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE4LiSL_BY^£B2^

o
6

^ x cc-Mr. Boardman
Mr. Belmont

| Mr. Rosen

vX
XLBN:jmr§_

S^ SEP 161

<& t4 SEP 5 1957
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Informatian haa bain raceivad at the Bureau

indicating thattfaHl«hlandtr Folk BchooljHre) at

Ifount Bagfa. Itanaaaaa. ia learning • •«}•*,*** thia
Eaching oivil diaobadlanca. tta »H£H^wi£«X^5?ormation ia not town Inaaarach aa tha Indijidual

Jho furniahad thia Information to tha Bvaraau Jl* .*»t

i^nUffnia aourcaa. Jtovarthalaaa, 'F™ «J^g***
tob^aiart for information indicating that tha HFS

mi*ht ba anicaead in auch activitiaa* Any aueh

^orniu^ricaiiid ahould ba furniahad tha Buraau ^
and intaraatad afficaa aatpaditioualy. ,

$$^i*s&

-'-**

* i.
'--

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED-,-
-.-'

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED "^
nATF aym by^r^ l o^

M03B OH SELLOVV^ • .'- •. r ....

^^

She aourea of this infprmatipn_i8

^•^Btflli 61-7511 (Highlander Folk School)

i Vk-»v 'fc-'J
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Over the Labor Day weekend, Martin Taifc^for fil^gr Negro leader of

the mllitantly pro-integration forces, was the featured speaker at

the Highlander Polk School, The Rev, Mr* King's association with

this radical educational institution in the South calls for a

\L\\JL~

at the school's activities and personnel. £,

The Highlander Polk School at Monteagle. Tennessee

,

was

So

<—«- 1?

organised around 1932 by Myles Horton and Don West. (See testim

of Paul Crough, May 6, 1949, Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-

American Activities, page 193.) In his testimony, Mr, Crouch said:

"I would like to mention in this connection that the Highlander Polk

School at Monteagle, Tennessee, was a aohool organized by Myles

Horton and Don West, and which Mr. £JameB^ Dombrowski shortly there-

after joined," , \

Paul Crouch, who gave the foregoing testimony concerning the

Highlander Polk School, was the top Communist Party functionary in

the South.

m
Speaking" of James Dombrowski, Mr. Crouch testified as follows:

I have met officially with him on a number of occasions as head of

£3 i±: Ji °the Communist District Bureau of Tennessee •••at this conference Mr.CJ C/3 <s_

o < ca
.

Dombrowski gave me the impression of being completely pro-CommunistM^
CJ><s,^ and anxious to collaborate with the Communist Party and follow its

leadership, without taking the risk of actual Party membership."
K? —-O
CJ> — >4

~ uj lJ ,
A three-page tabulation of James Dombrowski's Communist affilia-

Sc^q { tions * s attached to this report ./yj^^
^

' TJSTrIcorded ' / /

In March 1954, the Senate SubcommitWe oni8n§frna2 ^erourity

held hearings in New Orleans on the subject of ~TEe" Southern

Conference

->* StPI8M57

lucational Fund, Inc., of which James Dombrowski was and

v™-,^—fc-, f,y *̂ 4j^?*^*iiF;)\?xpK*F-\->it?T i> '^v"^''? -,
,'ir .

f'' ,j-rr;
*

.

i>'1 \y^?~v <->* *%*'*!>* ,:y">*y?r^.
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is the executive director* Among the witnesses who testified before

the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security in New Orleans was one

John Butler who had formerly been a functionary of the Communist

Party in Alabama. In the course of his testimony, Mr. Butler stated

that he attended a meeting of Communist Party leaders in July of

1942, in the Thomas Jefferson Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama. Mr.

Butler stated that Alton Lawrence introduced James Dombrowski to him

on that occasion as a Communist Party member. (See Senate Sub-

committee on Internal Security Hearings, March 18, 1954, page 45.)

According to Mr. Butler, this meeting of Communist Party leaders was

held in Dombrowski 1 s own hotel room. In November, 1956, Alton

Lawrence was indicted on a charge of conspiring to file a false non-

Communist affidavit with the National Labor Relations Board, which

non-Communist affidavit is required of trade union officials by the

Taft-Hartley Act. (See New York Times, November 17, 1956.) Alton

Lawrence is currently an official of the Communist-controlled

International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers.

In the early period of the Highlander Folk School, Alton

Lawrence was a member of its faculty. On August 13, 1938, Mr. John

P. Frey, president of the Metal Trades Department of the AFL,

testified before the Dies Committee on Un-American Activities, and

named Elizabeth Hawes, Alton Lawrence, and Myles Horton as persons

who "attended a secret convention in North Carolina, at which time

plans were made for spreading the revolutionary theories throughout

the South." Mr. Frey further testified: "In connection with this I

might mention that the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle,

Tennessee, was mixed up in this secret convention, in which these

three C.I.O. organisers took a very prominent part." (See Dies

Committee Hearings, Volume 1, page 126;)

:
: j^.ipi|...ir «.

;
,^,^,T»y-^^»;^ J| 1 1* ' ..'.',qr
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Paul Crouch testified before the Senate Subcommittee on Internal

Security, as follows: "The Highlander Polk School is a school

operated at Monteagle, Tennessee, ostensibly as an independent labor

school, but actually working in close cooperation with the Communist

Party," (See Hearings, page 47.) Dombrowski was an instructor at

the Highlander Folk School for a number of years.

The following colloquy took place between Senator Eastland,

Committee Counsel Arens, and Mr, Crouch during the latter »s

testimony;

SENATOR EASTLAND. Mr. Crouch, did you ever visit
Dr. Dombrowski 's home?

MR. CROUCH. I visited the Highlander Folk School
where he was working. I didn»t visit at his
home, but we spent a ni$it at the same home
together, Caroline Stevenson's, and he and Leo
Shelner discussed in my presence the actual
hideout of Communist leaders the night we were
traveling to Winter Haven.

MR. ARENS. He and Sheiner discussed in your
fresence the hideouts for Communist leaders, top
light leaders; is that correct?

{See hearings, page 52.)

Don West, who has already been mentioned as connected with the

Highlander Folk School, was district director of the Communist Party

of North Carolina. (See House Committee Hearings, May 6, 1949,

page 191.

)

At the New Orleans hearings of the Senate Committee, on March

20, 1954, Myles Horton was ejeoted by the United States Marshal from

the witness stand and the hearing room.

Another speaker who joined with the Rev. Martin Luther King on

the program of the Higjjifender Folk School, during the Labor Day

weekend, was AubrejlWilliams* A tabulation of Aubrey Williams *

Communist connections during the past 20 years is attached to this

report. <• „ QjP WCr/thCir
l&nIL

-.-.-,-». ,-,-«—«. ^.»»yy;yy jaTJ* t W/•?!^K•
^, T7m

.^K-:r̂ ^^'!S79'Tf7''^
r^ ,̂*^7r lV* •'*"*'" •H***W*"-"M W'TJ

'
-*" *"



r^„:James A, Domb

(1) American Committee fear Indonesian Independence *- signer of
letter -- 3^donesian_ Review , 1946

(2) American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born -- signer
of birthday greeting to Sabath — Lamp , May 1946, page 5

(3) American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born —
sponsor of 15th anniversary national conference — program,
December 11-12, 1948

(4) American Continental Congress for Peace, Mexico City —
United States sponsor — leaflet, September 5-10, 1949

(5) American Peace Crusade — signer of call to peace pilgrimage
to Washington, D. C. — leaflet, March 1, 1951

(6) American Peaoe Crusade — sponsor — letterhead, May 26,1951

(7) American Peaoe Crusade — signer of appeal — Daily Worker,
January 20, 1954, page 4

(8) Appeal for Amnesty for the Jailed Leaders of the Communist
Party Convicted Under the Smith Act — signer — Daily Worker ,

December 10, 1952, page 4

(9) Bachrach Open Letter -- signer — letter, September 19,1955

(10) Brief Amici Curiae for the Communist Party — signer —
U« S, Supreme Court, October 1955

(11) Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxil-
iary of International Labor Defense — sponsor — booklet, Aug, 1945

(12) Committee for Medical Freedom — signer of statement
opposing questioning of professional people by Un-American
Activities Committee — leaflet, June 1952

(15) Conference on Constitutional Liberties in America —
speaker — program, June 7-9, 1940

(14) Continuations Committee of ttxe Conference on Peaceful
Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact — signer of open letter to
Congress -- letter, August 21, 1949

(15) International Workers Order — defender of — Fraternal
Outlook , November 1948, page 6

(16) International Workers Order — defender of — Daily Worker ,

June 18, 1951, page 8

(17) Methodist Federation for Social Action — nominated
member-at-large by national membership meeting, December 27-29,
1947 — 1947 ballot, page 2

(16) Methodist Federation for Social Action — nominee —
official ballot, September 2, 1953
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(19) Methodist Federation for Social Action •- anniversary
committee member — letterhead, March 11 , 1957

(20) Methodist Federation for Social Service — nominated for
national committee •* 1945 ballot, page 4

(21) National Citizens Political Action Committee — member —
official list, August 28 , 1944

(22) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act — signer of
open letter to members of Congress — letter, January 19, 1951

(23) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Aots — signer
of open letter to Senator Hennings — dated November 14, 1955

(24) National Committee to Win Amnesty for the Smith Aot
Victims — sponsor — letterhead. May 22, 1953

(25) National Conference to Defend the Bill of Rights —
"-onsor -- leaflet, December 2-3, 1950

(26) National Federation for Constitutional Liberties — signer
of statement opposing renewal of the Dies Committee — pamphlet,
January 1943

{27) National Negro Congress — sponsor — 10th convention
program, May 30, 1946

(28) People's Institute of Applied Religion — sponsor —
letterhead, April 9, 1942

(29) People* s Institute of Applied Religion — member of
Southern Committee -- letterhead, January 1, 1948

(30) People's Institute of Applied Religion — member of
Southern Committee — letterhead, April 16, 1953

(31) Southern Conference Educational Fund — endorser of
declaration — folder, November 20, 1948

(32) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director —
program of conference, April 8, 1950

(33) Southern Conference Educational Fund -- director —
?*tterhead

#
January 1951

(34) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director —
letterhead, July 1954

(35) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director —
letterhead, April 1955

(36) Southern Conference Educational Fund — coordinator of
Southwestern Regional Conference on Integration — folder,
w-r 17, 1955

VW7*T*?>7»y7'.Ty,F-' '
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(37) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director —
§fiH&eJ7\- âJfet(2£* December 1956, page 4

(38) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — executive
secretary — official report, 1942

(39) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — executive
secretary -- Daily Worker a January 29, 1946, page 4

(40) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — administrator —
letterhead, June 1, 1947

(41) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — signer of
manifesto -- Southern Patri

o

t , June 1947, pages 4-5

(42) Southern Resident Labor Colleges — member of finance
campaign committee — letterhead, February 10, 1937

(43) Statement Defending the Communist Party — signer —
.j Worker , March 5, 1941, page 2J^ v>^. ,

(44) Win-the-Peace Conference — sponsor — call, April 5-7,
1945

(45) World Peace Appeal -- signer — leaflet, August 31, 1950

(46) Communist Party -- identified as a member of by John
Butler in sworn testimony before Senate Committee on Internal
DeourxLy — Committee Hearings, March 18, 1954

-^-^'•yyr.^_, ',r,!^ m^,ii-,',';.^r^. :
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Aubrey Willi

(1) American Committee for Protection of Forel ©1 Born — sponsor
of conference — program and call, October 25-27, 1949

(2) American Crusade to End Lynching — signer of call to
pilgrimage to Washington -- call, September 23, 1946

(3) American Youth Congress -- speaker at 2 or 3 of their annual
meetings — Williams* testimony before Senate Internal Security
Subcommittee, March 19, 1954, page 109

(4) Appeal to Guard Civil Rights « signer — Daily Worker ,

August 28 , 1950, page 3

(5) Association of Internes and Medical Students — speaker at
annual convention — official program, December 27-30, 1950

(6) Brief Amlcl Curiae for the Communist Party — signer —
U« S« Supreme Court, October 1955

(7) Civil Rights Congress -- speaker at rally , September 11,
1947 -- V/illiams* testimony before Senate Internal Security Sub-
committee, March 19, 1954, page 107

(8) Committee to End Sedition Laws -- signer of statement —
press release, November 19, 1955

(9) Commit toe for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact -•
member of executive board — letterhead, September 16, 1950

(10) Commonwealth College -- served on committee and contributed
to -- Massachusetts investigation of Communists, 1936

(11) Continuations Committee of the Conference on Peaceful
Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact -- signer of open letter to
Congress — letter, August 21, 1949; Daily Uorker , August 22, 1949,
page 3

(12) Dally "Worker -- petitions TJ* S. Senate ~- pally Worker ,

January 26, 1946, page 9

(13) Iff. E. B. DuBois Testimonial Sponsoring Committee —
sponsor — program, February 23, 1951

(14) Highlander Polk School — member of board or in some way
affiliated with from about 1944 to 1954 — Williams' testimony before
e *r*1:« Ir^**mal Security Subcommittee, March 19, 1954, p. 103

( 15 ) Main stream -- sponsor — New Masses , October 28, 1947,
page 2

(16) Mid-Century Conference for Peace -- sponsor — call.
May 29-30, 1950

(17) Mother Bloor Celebration Committee — sponsor — booklet
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(18) National Citizens Emergency Relief Committee to Aid
Strikers Families -- member of national board -- Worker , March 17,
1946, page 5

(19) National Citizens Political Action Committee -* member —
official list, August 1944

(20) National Citizens Political Action Committee --vice-
chairman of dinner committee — official program, April 12, 1946

(21) National Committee for Peaceful Alternatives — member of
executive board — pamphlet, December 1950

(22) National Committee to Repeal the HcCarran Acts •- signer of

open letter to Senator Hennings — preBB release, November 14, 1955

(23) Peace Information Center — endorser of World Peace Appeal —
leaflet, August 31, 1950

(24) New York City Council of the American Youth Congress —
speaker at New York State model legislature- of youth -- call and
program, January 28-30, 1938

(25) Petition to Reconsider Prosecutions Under the Smith Act --
signer — New York Times , August 8, 1955, page 9; Dally Worker ,

August 8, 1955, page" "6

(26) Progressive Citizens of America — speaker at rally, 1947 --

Williams 1 testimony before Senate Internal Security Subcommittee,
March 19, 1954, page 112

(27) Progressive Citizens of America — elected to board of
directors -- Daily Worker , May 1947

(28) Protest Meeting for Howard Past — sponsor -- New Masses ,

October 14, 1947, page 24

(29) Southern Conference Educational Fund -« president;
endorser of declaration— folder, November 20, 1948 *

(30) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president; sponsor
and speaker at first southwide conference on discrimination in higher
education — program, April 8, 1950

(31) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president —
letterhead, January 1951

(32) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president and member
of board of directors — letterhead, July 1954

(33) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president and member
of board of directors — letterhead, April 1955

(34) Southern Conference Educational Fund •• signer of petition
to Senator Hennings — petition, November 7, 1955
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(35) Southern Conference Educational Fund *- president —
Southern Patriot > Deoember 1956, page 4

(36) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — speaker at
conference *- program, November 20-23, 1938

(37) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — speaker at
conference — program and call, April 14-16, 1940

(30) Southern Conference for Human Welfare -- signer of petition
to U. S. Senate — Daily Tforker , January 26, 1946, pa^e 11

(39) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — chairman of
nominating committee, 1946 — Williams' testimony before Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee, March 19 , 1954, page 103

(40) Southern Conference for Human Welfare -- signer of
manifesto — Southern Ea'^iot j June 1947, pages 4-5

(41) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — member of board of
representatives — letterhead, July 25, 1947

(42) Washington Committee for Democratic Action — member —
membership list, 1939

(43) Workers Alliance — paid tribute to — Appendix IX, page
1749

:
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HIGHLANDER
Communist Training S
THE FOUNDERS OF
HIGHLANDER SCHOOL

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOO!
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ton and Don West; James Dom-

browsk' joined them shortly there

iter. Don West, presently oper-

ating in Georgia, was district di-

rector of the Communist Party o.

North Caroline.
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Paity member.

Mvl?s Hurton was identified be-

ii-it. t:.« i.'.-.-b v.unin'..Lev on Un-

j.- a person
- cntion

in Nonh Cai-c*!ir,i», at which tim*

plans were made for spreading the

rtvc: ' v-j-r< :h.-^rie3 throughout

the Smith.""

h 1
.

<'

r

; .;cv :?--, :/ied before the

Sen ait- Subcommittee on Interna*

Security that "The Highlander

Folk School is a school operated

«t M'-nTei^lf Ten 'lessee, ostensi-
' :. lar-ur i?hool,

tj'L > :U:..... a ..r.ji.ft id Close CO-

oocatior, with the Communist

LA2>vF L. V "WEEKEND, 1957

; „.'. ' , : . ~ •., Weekend
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tool, Monteagle, Tenn.
Communist Front Records

Of Leadership of Highlander

Inter-racial Seminar, 1957

m * i.: i£te» **-«

Printed below is a consolidated listing of the Com-

munist Affiliations of persons in attendance at the Labor

Day Weekend, 1957 Seminar at Highlander Folk School,

Monteagle, Tennessee.

Abraham Lincoln School

American Committee for Protec-

tion of Foreign Born

American Committee for Yuogoalav

Relief

American Continental Congress for

Worid Peace

American Crusade to v.ndJ.vnrfi-

ing

American Folksay Group

Continuations Committee of the

Conference on Peaceful Alterna-

tives to the Atlantic Pact

Council on African Affairs

Daily Worker
Dinner for Pearl Hart

W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial

Sponsoring Committee

Siaawuncy Civil Liberties Com-

. Js 'OHfe-J.s* <rJit%U

American Peace Mobilization

American-Soviet Music Society

American Youth Congress

American Youth for Democracy
i../u!*fi/iii nf inta^nu jnij Medi-

cal Students

Bill of Rights Conference

Boston Freedom of the Press

Committee
Brooklyn Professional Committee

tor Democratic China

Uiownsviiie Freedom of the Press

Committee (Brooklyn)

Camp Kinderland

Chicago Ad Hoc Committee of

Welcome for the Dean of Can-

terbury

Chicago Committee to Defeat the

Mundt Bill

Chicago Committee to Secure Jus-

tice in the Rosenburg Case

Citizens Emergency Conference for

Interracial Unity

Citizens Emergency Defense Con-

ference

Civil Rights Congress

Committee for a Cultural Salute

to Paul Robeson

*»ncy

mittee

Emergency Peace Mobilization

First Line of Defense

Frederick Douglass School

Harlem Employment Committee

Highlander Folk School
[...U.UI, r5™mitto* fnT Peace

Action

Jefferson School of Social Science

League of Struggle for Negro

Rights

League of Young Southerners

Main Stream
Masai* ev Mainstrestn

Methodist Federation for Social

Actio:*

Metropolitan Music School

Michigan Herald

Wd-Ctntury Ceniertnce for Peace

Mother Bloor Celebration Commit-

tee

Nation Associates

National Citixens Emergency Re-

lief Committee to Aid Strikers

Families

National Citizens Political Action

Committee
National Committee to Abolish the

Poll Tax

National Committee for Peaceful

New York Youth Council

Open Letter on Military Aid to

Spain
Open Letter Protesting Deporta-

tion of Harry Bridges

Peace, Inforenation Centw
People s Artists

People's Daily World

People's Drama Theatre
p»An]s'. institute of Applied Re-

ligion

People's Songs

Petition to Reconsider Prosecu-

tions Under the Smith Act

Political Affairs

Progressive Citizens of America

Progressive Party of Massa-

chusetts

Protest Meeting for Howard Fast

Protestant Digest Associates

Protest against Verdict of Guilty

in C*»e of 11 Communist Lead-

ers

School for Political Action Tech-

nique

Schroon Crest Camp
Sing Out

Southern Conference Educational

Fund
Southern Conference for Human
Welfare

Southern Negro Youth Congress

Stop Rankin Meeting

Swapping Song Fair

Teachers Union, Local 665

Testimonial Concert "Bound for

Glory" for Woodie Guthrie

United Office and Professional

Workers of America, Local 16

United Packinghouse Workers of

America ^
United States Arrangements Com-

mittee, World Youth Congress

rr n jRnonaorinr Committee for
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,1 v. io-i# - i'his meeting was
directed by Reverend John B-.

Thompson, chaplain, University of

Chicago. Reverend Thompson has

a lengthy record of Communist af-

filiations which appears elsewhere

in this folder. The direction of the

entire school was under the leader-

ship, as usual, of Myles Horton.

There were representative lead-

ers of the TUSKEEGEE, ALA-
BAMA BOYCOTT, the TALLA-
HASSEE, FLORIDA BUS INCI-

DENT, the MONTGOMERY, ALA-
BAMA BUS BOYCOTT, the

SOUTH CAROLINA - NAACP
SCHOOL TEACHERS INCIDENT,
the KOININIA INTER-RACIAL
FARM-AMERICUS, GEORGIA,
and CLINTON, TENNESSEE.
SCHOOL INCIDENT among oth-

ers.

They m«>t at this workshop anc"

discussed methods and tactics of

precipitating racial strife and dis-

turbance.

The meeting of such a large

«r».^,,~ nf »~.>-:<»tie»3 jyj jnter-racia.

strife under the auspices of a Com-
munist Training School, and in the

company of many known Commun-
isms is the typical method whereby

leadership training and tactics arc

furnished to the agitators. This
*«> a general workshop and would
\v> 7 he. -oft"!* rr'-n-.mon method of de-

veloping a long range program.
In specific emergency situations.

._..., ..id be sent into tht

Communities to assist.

-"ond examples of the infusion
u: leadership was the appearance
vi Us, yard Rustin, who appeared
if. tht- Daily Worker, as secretary
bi hit. Martin Luther King, The
a ' ;>r*rance of Don West, promi-
nent Communist functionary, at

Kcinonia Farm disturbances ant
"»!h- piflirninary surveys conducted
fcv John Hopv, II, preparatory tc

the Tallahassee Bus Incident.

MYLl .ORTON the director of HigWonder Folk Schod *onteagle,

Tennessee, it shown speaking. Reverend John &. Thompson, chap*

lain University of Chicago directed the Labor Day Weekend 1957

Seminar. Both Horlon and Thor

useful olds to the Communist o.

HIGHLANDER EXECUTIVES
TY -

; following in « listing of the

executives of Highlander Folk
Schoo' as it appeared in their 24th
-

. .! report of October 30, 1956,
n P np \ 7ra h. Dean, Morehouse

O^ep-* Atlpnto 0»r<rgi&.

br.fi IMA CLARK, Highlander
Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn.

fir ACE HAMILTON, AtlanU Ur-
ban League, Atlanta, Georgia.

i>. R. HATH A WAV, Secy.-Trees.,

ITWA -CIO, Chicago, HI.

JOHN HOPE, II, Industrial Ref-
lations Consultant, Fisk Uni-
versity, Nashville, Tenn.

• ii-JHTOS, Director, High-
.. Jei h oik School, Monteagle,
Ten?..

(Continued on page 4)

FRED ROUTH, o headquarters officio! of Southern Regional Council,

63 Auburn Ave., N. E., Atlanta, Georgia, is pictured above leading

a workshop. In at least one of these sessions, the tactics of includ-

ing women ond children in racial demonstrations and incidents was
propounded on the basis that police are reluctant to shoot women
ond children.

Southern Regional Council H the recipient of Ford, Fund for the

Republic grants of $497,000.00. Fund for the Republic grants orig-

inated with the Ford Motor Company. Southern Regional Council b
the parent organization of 12 statewide Councils on Human Rela-

tions operated only in the Southern States.

Southern Regional Council has been able to exploit the facilities of

religion and education because of a quasi-religious status afforded

by occupancy of space in a building owned by a huge church.

The leadership of few units of the Communist apparatus have rec-

ords of Communist affiliations which exceed those of present and

past directors of Southern Regional Council.

The Doify Worker, official orgc

the foundation of Southern R<

Negro Communist, presently hec

of the Communist Party. Jackson

ment of Southern Conference Ec

ference for JHuman Welfare, b

parts of the Communist apporaf

ates with Southern Regional Cc

The American Legion Firing Urn

incorporating papers soys "This

Court of Fulton County, State o*

incorporators of the Council a$ k
McGill, and Bishop Arthur J. a

Charles S. Johnson, of Nashville

Dr. Howard W. Odum, Chapel r

of the Incorporation, Book 062

New York Time*", 10-17-57.)
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3ve long been regarded °s

ilSk.^'
3 Ccmmuniit Party, credits

f*cttmr\\ « ti»*» Ifirlrtrin

>ulhern Avoirs Commission

credited with the establtsh-

Fund.; pnd Southern Con-
ariiTations ore recognized

Save interlocking director-

15, 1957, referring to the

»ent, filed in the Superior

ia, listed the names of five

Or. Rufus E. Ciement, Ralph

of Atlanta, Georgia; Dr.

jssee (now deceased); and
rth Carolina, (See Petition

i 64-67, 1-6U4; and "The

(-umnnttee lor jJemixrutic rar
Eastern Policy

Committee to End Sedition Laws
Committee for Equal Justice for

Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxiliary

of International Labor Defense
Committee for the First Amend-
ment

Committee for the Negro In the

Arts

Committee for Peaceful Alterna-

tives to the Atlantic Pact
Committee to Secure Justice in the

Rosenberg Case
Commonwealth College

Communist Party

Consumers Union

IdcCarran Act :

National Council of the Arts, Sci-

ences and Professions

National Council of- American-So-

viet Friendship

National Negro Congress

National Negro Labor Council

Nature Friends of America
New Drama
New Masses

New York City Council of the

American Youth Congress
New York Committee for Protec-

tion of Foreign Born
New York Community Divisions of

the Committee to Free Earl
Browder

of the Peoples for Feare

Veterans against Discrimination of

Civil Rights Congress ef New
York

Veterans Fighting Fund for Eu-

gene Dennis

Voice of Freedom Committee

Washington Committee for Demo-

cratic Action

Westchester Peekskill Committee

Wingdale Lodge
Win-the-Peace Conference •

Wire to President Truman to Veto

the McCarran Bill

Workers Alliance

Young People's Record Club
Young Progressives

House Committee Citations
A few of the Communist Fronts listed above are de-

fined so that the readers may more fully understand their

activities. All definitions are taken from "GUIDE TO
SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS"
published January 2, 1957 by the U. S. House of Representa-
tives Committee on Un-American Activities, Washington,
D. C.

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR
PROTECTION OF FOREIGN

BORN

"To defend the cases of Com-
munist lawbreakers, front* have

been devised making special ap-

peals in behalf of civil liberties

and r«" rh, "K out '* r *>«yond Ih*

confines of the Communist Party

itself. Among these organisations

are the . . . American Commit-

tee for Protection of Foreign Born.

When the Communist Party itseb

is under fire these offer a bul-

wark of protection."

AMERICAN YOUTH CONGRESS

"It originated in 1934 and . . .

has been controlled by Communists

and manipulated by them to in-

fluence the thought of American

youth."

CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS

Cited as an organization formed

at a Congress on Civil Rights held

in Detroit in April 1946 as a mer-

ger of two other Communist-front

organizations (International Labor

Defense and the National Federa-

tion for Constitutional Liberties);

it was "dedicated not to the broad-

er issues of civil liberties, but spe-

cifically to the defense of individ-

ual Communists and the Commun-
ist Party" and "controlled by in-

dividuals who are either members

of the Communist Party or openly
]
ist Federation

loyal to it" I tion

COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE

A "Communist enterprise" cited

as subversive by an investigating

Committee of the Arkansas Legis-

lature. It received money from the

Garland Fund.

EMERGENCY PEACE
, MOH1L1ZATIOX

Cited as a Communist fron.

which came forth, after Sulit.

signed his pact with Hitler, to op-

pose the national defense program,

lend-lease, conscription, and othei

American "war-mongering" efforts

It immediately preceded the Amer-

ican Peace Mobilization in 1940.

LEAGUE OF STRUGGLE
FOR NEGRO RIGHTS *

"The Communist-front movement,

in the United States among Ne-

groes is known as the Nationa.

Negro Congress. Practically tht

same group of leaders directing

this directed the League of Strug-

gle for Negro Rights, which was,

until 2 years ago, the name of the

Communists front for Negroes.

The name was later changed . . .

in 193C to the National Negro

Congress."

METHODIST FEDERATION
FOR SOCIAL ACTION

"With an eye to religious groups,

the Communists have formed re-

ligious fronts such as the Method-

for Social Ac-

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO
REPEAL THE McCARRAN ACT

"To defend the cases of Commu-
nist lawbreakers, fronts have been

devised making special appeals in

behalf of civil liberties and reach-

ing out far beyond the confines of

the Communist Party itself. Among
these organizations are the . . .

National Committee to Repeal the

McCarran Act When the Com-
munist Party itself is under fire

these offer a bulwark of protec-

tion."

NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS
"The Communist-front movement

in the United States among Ne-
groes is known as the National

Negro Congress. . . . The officers

of the National Negro Congress

are outspoken Communist sym-
pathisers, and a majority of those

on the executive board are out-

right Communists."

NATIONAL NEGRO LABOR
COUNCIL

"One of the Communist fronts

currently active in seeking to de-

ceive American Negroes into serv-

ing the Communist cause is the Na-

tional Negro Labor Council . . .

The organization was formally

founded at a conference held in

Cincinnati, Ohio, October 27 and

28, 1951, under the direction of

leading Negro Communists in the

United States, such as Abner Ber-

ry, Sam W. Parks, and Coleman
A. Young. According to the latest

available information, Young is the

present National executive secre-

tary of the organization, from
which post he controls and directs

NNLC activities ... A study of

the operation of the council shows

that, rather than helping the Ne-

(Continued on page 4)
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LISTED ELSEWHERE in thii folder are the Communist related records of Reverend.John B. Thompson

(seated), chaplain University of Chicago and chairman of this four day seminar and Aubrey Wto^
Montgomery/ Alabama, president Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc. and pupl.sher, Sotrfhem

Farm ond Home Magazine.
;

Experts on Communism observe the record of Aubrey Williams to reflect onti-US foreign policy and

aXlS domestic policy. As early as 1944 a report of the Committee of^ C^rj^n Djm

was chairman named Aubrey Williams as a member of the National Citinnt Miheol Action Cam-

mittee and cited that organization as "the supreme bid of the Communist Party for power in the

United States through a front."

Few people if any have aided the Communist Party more in Hi conspiracy against peace between

the racesin the southern part of the United States than did Auorey Williams.

H is incredible that any man with a record of Communist affiliation like that of John B. Thompson

HARRY SCHNEIDERMAf
munist Training School

dermon b formerly of
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grated in all respects.
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AiONZO G. MORON, President of Hampton Institute; Septimo Clark, integration workshop director

at Highlander Folk School; C. N. Porrish, Wilma D. Stokely, a writer of Newport, Tennessee, and

Alien McSwain a leader of the Clinton, Tenness»e, incident discuss the impact of integration.

ROS*. FAHKS, MARTIN LUTHER KING AND REVeREND ABERNATHY:

Th.ee outstanding leadership people of the infamous Montgomery, Alabama, bus incident. The

development, precipitation end financing of this- inflammatory project colled for behind the scenes

pi-;;.-.;.* end direction beyond the ability or capacity of local people. The relationship between

Communis! leadership and racial strife b evident from coast to coast and from the Gulf of Mexico

to the Great Lakes.

CONRAD BROWNE (with

treme right), Clinton, Terr

Browne was a resident lee

orising at this socialistic

Highlander Folk School w;

Folk School jointly opero-

AJIen McSwain is eredttee

Reverend Maurice McCro.

St. Barnabus Church and

ganization, 90] Findlay S'

of Koinonla Farm.
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tnmunistTrainingS

7

C. N. PARR15H (on Ml) who wo. panel ™o^«tor on A. qu«tio

tk>n on the Peopler b shown wHh Row Porta (3rd from left) o>

Rosa Park* was on* of the oriainal leaders of the Montgomery Bu

MTirfM violence in the Alobomo capital and continue,

Mourke McCrocken h affiliated with Neighborhood House, 901 P
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THIS PiaURE of a station wogon lettered FINDLAY STREET, NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE, CINCIN-

NATI, OHIO, is included for the purpose of illustrating how many units of the Communist apparatus

are assisted by organizations purportedly charitoble or religious in nature.

Reverend Maurice McCracken of Neighborhood House, Cincinnati, who is pictured elsewhere attended

this Communist Troining School. Apparently he used this station wagon as transportation.

Neighborhood House is located at 901 Findloy Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, and t$ supported by the

Community Chest. This same address is also the address of Friends of Koinonia Farms.

he impact of Integra-

te*- -ken (4th from

his, agitoti-in has re-

lertsion and disquiet.

, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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t Highionder Folk School Lobor DayWeekend Seminar were inte-

*omon«i form Leader, Amerlcus, Georgia, Allen McSwain {ex-
Reverend Maurice McCrocken (2nd from right), Cincinnati, Ohio.
on»a Form during the violence, boycotts and other incidents
wmmumty. Don West, the identified Communist co-founder of
to be a frequent visitor to Koinonia. Koinonia and Highlander
acioi "summer camp."
?ife!ing the Ciinion, Tennessee, public school incident.
onr*c«ed with raciol unrest in Cincinnati, Ohio, is pastor of
with Neighborhood House, a community chest supported or-

*ati, Ohio. 901 Findloy Street is also ihe oddreu of Friends

PETE SEEGER is typical of the entertainer who gives his time and
talent to the wpport of the Communist apparatus. He is a talented
musician who is in attendance at many meetings such as this
Communist Training School at Highlander.

The Daily Warier of February 22, 1949, lists Pete Seeger as
a participant in the New York State Youth Board of the Com.
raunist Party,

(



LHtND MAR 1 IN LUTHER KING addresses the assemblage.

srend King,president of the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
nee is best known for his activities in the Montgomery Boycott,

itgomery Improvement Association and the March on Washing-
which he conducted with Bayard Rustin. The Doily Worker lists

ard Ryjfin as one who attended the 1957 convention of the

smunist Party USA. Bayard Rustin is identified in the Do//y

•fcer as secretory to Reverend Martin Luther King.

The activities of Reverend Martin Luther King represent the

lofe in "civil disobedience." It is doubtful that Reverend King

d hove carried on such a program without outside leadership

fmoncino.; Bayard Rustin is perhaps the leading expert on
I disobedience" m this country.

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference U a new argan-

on founded by Reverend King for region-wide agitation of

d violence and strife.

'"•~*s
*«*r'.

>
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ROSA PARKS, who precipitated the Montgomery Alabama Bus Boycott,
York's Henry Street Settlement listen to group training under the wotc
Central Committee of the Communist Party.

Berry reported the meeting of this Communist Training School in his <

September 10, 1957.

CHARLES GOMILUON, Dean of Students at Tuskegee Institute,

AJoboma, Boycott* his ogrtatlon If In large part responsible for tMj

Gomitlion has been most vehement In his defense of Communists oj



New
i\ eye of Abner Berry of the

umn in the Daily Worker of
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PICTURED HERE ore leaders of five recent scenes of racial disturbance and violence.

Septima Clark, presently director of Highlander Integration workshop was associated with the South

Carolina-NAACP School Teachers Incident.

Conrad Browne is a leader of inter-racial Koinonia Farms, Americas, Georgia, the scene of boycotts,

disturbances and violence.

David H. Brooks was a leader of the Tallahassee Bus Boycott. This incident was commenced only after

a psychological survey of the orea hod been made to determine the outcome.
Rosa Parks was the centra! figure in the agitation which resulted in the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Charles Gomillion, Dean of Students at Tuskegee Institute, was the leader of the Tuskegee Boycott.

Ht >s-iT of the Tuskegee,

isty-bance.

the Communist Pody. His
HJ«-»r-w»* C^ j'f^'.'fh C^OUpS.

PICTURED HERE (foreground) is Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party.

On the first row are Reverend Martin Luther King (2nd from right) of the Montgomery Boycott,

Aubrey Williams (3rd from right) president of the Southern Conference Education Fund Inc. and

Myles Horton (4th from Right) the director of Highlander folk School.

These "four horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife and violence in

their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism".



, «-.•«•«*! j, VCWKOIA

Every American Has Ihe

Right io Know ihe Trnlh

EDITORIAL COMMENT
On the preceding pages you have seen pictures of the

leaders of every major race incident in the South from May
1954 until the time of this meeting, Labor Day, 1957 Week-
end (August 30, 31 and September 1, 2). You have seen
executive?, and leaders of many organizations active in the
southeastern region of the United States. All of the pictures
contained in this folder were taken during this one weekend
at this Communist training school, Highlander Folk School,
Monteagle, Tennessee.

. .~..<v* wl the national figures are easily identified with
their pictures. Other names of lesser figures are those given
to the photographer in introductions and self identifications.

It has been our purpose, as rapidly as possible, to
identify the leaders and participants of this Communist
training school and disseminate this information to the gen-
eral public. This Commission would appreciate your furnish-
nt& u. u* tny further identifications you can make.

It behooves each of us to learn more of Communist in-
.....*...«., *;.tj the direction of Communist movements. Only
through information and knowledge can we combat this
;>:,<.; uiewa^e to Constitutional government.

Ail ; !- :;ny part of this folder may be reproduced by any
ptVi.-fi r>. -.,i-.-anization with or without credit being given
Co » r

.. i -* C'"
rs r. . ; r.sion

.

Georgia Commission on Education
Governor Marvin Griffin, Chairman

T. V. Willipms, .Ir., Executive Secretary
ZZ\i Agriculture Bldg.

19 Hunter St., S.W.
Atlanta, Ga.

Records of Don West, John B. Thompson,

J*-»j* Dcrr.browslci, Aubrey Williams

*.*tteu i- ,<jw fere the records of Communist Affiliation?
.... w, o i.uc j«aaers of Highlander Folk School.

JAMES DOMBROWSKI
JOHN B. THOMPSON
I>ON WEST
M-BREY WILLIAMS

Each of the.se four men was prominent in the establishment
of Highlander Folk School or in its subsequent operation.

Questions Bulletin, June 1830,

page 1.

(21) Mid-Century Conference for

Peace—initiating: apon3or—Work-
er, April 30, 1950, page 15.

(22) National Committee tc

Abolish the Poll Tax—sponsor—
letterhead, March 8, 1946.

(23) National Commutes for

Peaceful Alternatives — co-chair-

man—folder, December 1951
(24) National Committee to Re-

peal the M?Carran AcI—initioto*

—letterhead, January 19, 1951.

(25) National Committee to Re-

peal the McCarran Acts—signer oJ

open letter to Senator Hennings—
letter, November 14, 1955.

(20) National Council of Amer-
lean-Soviet Friendship—member tc

welcome the Dean of Canterbury
—booklet, November 194g.

(27) National Council of the
Arts, Sciences and Professions

—

signer of ad—St. Louis Post-Dis-

patch, June 20, 1951.

(28) Open Letter on Military

Aid to Spain—signer—Daily Work-
er. May 17, 1951, page 9.

(29) Open Letter Protesting De-
portation of Harry Bridge3—sign-

er—letter, April 22, 1943.

(30) Protest against Verdict of
Guilty in Case ot 11 Communist
'-eaders—spoke out against verdict

—Worker, October 30, 1949, p. 8.

(31) People*3 Institute of Ap-
lied Religion — sponsor — letter-

lead, April 16, 1953.

(32) Protestant Digest Associ-

ates—signer of call to dnner-for-
jri—-call, February 25, 1941.

(33) Southern Conferee Edu-
cational Fund—mamber of board
qf directors — letterhead, Jiiuary
1951.

(34) Southern Conference for

Human Welfare—vice prej Jen;—
letterhead, July 25, 1947.

(35) U. S. Sponsoring Cj:mit-
tee for Representation at the Con-
gress of the Peoples for Pea -e

—

(18) National Citizens Er

cy Relief Committee to Aiii

ers Families—member of r.,

board—Worker, March 17.

page 6.

(19) National Citizens P
Action Committee— memb,
iicial list, August 1944.

(20) National Citizens P.

iction Committee—vice exi

board—pamphlet, December '

(22) National Committee t

peal the M:Carran Acts—si*.

open letter to Senator Hem:
press release, November 14, ]

(23) Peace Information C
—endorser of World Peace A
—leaflet, August 81, 1950.

(24) New York City Cour.,

the American Youth Congrt
speaker at New York State n

legislature of youth—call and
gram, January 28-30, 1938.

(25) Petition to Recor
Prosecutions Under the Smith
—signer—New York Times,

gust 8, 1955, page 9; Daily W
er, August 8, 1955, page 8.

(26) Progressive Citizens

America—speaker at rally, li»;

Williams' testimony before S*

Internal Security Subcommn
March 19, 1954, page 112.

(27) Progressive Citizens

America—elected to board of

rectors—Daily Worker, May 1

(28) Protest Meeting for H
ard Fast—sponsor—New Ma>-
October 14, 1947, page 24.

(29) Southern Conference E
cational Fund—president; end-

er of declaration—folder, Novt
ber 20, 1948.

(30) Southern Conference Ec
cational Fund—president; spon-

and speaker at first aoutbwide c<

ference on discrimination in hig't

education—program, April 8, li<:

(31) Southern Conference Ed
cational Fund—president—lett.

head, January 1951.
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Scnool.
DONALD L. WEST

(1) American Peace Mobiliza-

tion—endorser—-call to American

People's Meeting, April 5-6, 1941.

(2) Book Union — contributor-

New Masses, October 1, 1935, back

coyer,

(3) Committee for Equal Justice

for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxiliary

of International Labor Defense

—

member of committee of sponsors

—booklet, August 1945.

(4) Communist Party —member
—House Committee Report on

Southern Conference for Human
"Welfare, 1947, page 5.

(5) Educators for Wallace —
member—pamphlet, October 1948.

(6) Mother Bloor Celebration

Committee—sent greetings—book-

let, undated.

(7) National Council of the Arts,

: .
' *\ ./;.-,-,; ens- =p?n?cr

of conference—report of confer-

ence. October 9-10, 1948

(8) National Federation for Con-

stitutional Liberties — signer of

open Setter asking the President

to rescind Biddle decision on Har-

ry Bridges—booklet, July 11, 1942.

<S; ?C!:«.«: Wallace for Presi-

dent Committee— member—press

release. Ma-ch 23, 1948.

<1C) New Masses — contributor

—New Mfe&nes, April 10, June 5,

»sid J„r.t 2G, 1934; August 27,

1935; May 28, 3 846.

(31) Open Letter on Harry

Bridges — aig-ner — Daily Worker,

July 3 9. IS 42, page 4.

(12/ People's Institute of Ap-
plied Re) ir ion—state director for

Georgia— letterhead, December 11,

1940.

(13) People's Institute of Ap
plied Religion—sponsor and state

director for Georgia — letterhead,

February 12, 1941.

;!«!'• ?-Vfj'?e'» Institute of Ap-

plied Religion—field leader

—

-Jet-

terhea-i. April 9, 1942.

lio* People's Institute of Ap-
•:.j Tl - r -- : "... member of South-

ary 1, 1948.

(16) People's Institute of Ap-
plied Religion—member of South-

tt,i Com/mJitee—letterhead, April

16, 1952.

(17) pilot (Communist-controll-

ed weekly, of National Maritime
Union)'—writer for— Pilot, May
11, 1945, page 17.

iih rciuthern Conference for
!»,*.. ,.. V* feUAre—signer of mani-
festo—Southern Patriot, June 1947,

prees 4-6.

JOHN B. THOMPSON
(1) American Committee for

pr*»t*r*i>« of Foreign Born—sign

er of open letter for—Daily Work
er, March 31, 1955, page 8.

(2) American Continental Con

gress for World Peace—sponsor-

Daily Worker, July 29, 1949, page

5.

(3) American Crusade to Enr
Lynching—signer of call to pilgri-

mage to Washington, D. C—call

September 23, 1946.

<4) American Peace Mobiliza-

tion — chairman — Daily Worker,

September 3, 1940, page 4.

(6) Appeal to Guard Civil

Rights — signer— Daily Worker.

August 28, 1950, page 3.

(6) Bill of Rights Conference-
sponsor—program and call, July

16, 1949.

(7) Chicago Ad Hoc Committee

of Welcome for the Dean of Can-

terbury — member — folder, No-
vember 1948.

(8) Chicago Committee to De-
feat the Mundt Bill—signer of

statement—Daily Worker, Septem-
ber 15, 1950, page 9.

(9) Chicago Committee to Secure

Justice in the Rosenberg Case

—

signer of open letter—Daily Work-
er, December 25, 1952, page 8.

(10) Citizens Emergency Con-

ference for Interracial Unity—del-

egate—booklet, September 25,

1943.

(11) Committee to Defend Amer-
ica by Keeping Out of War—chair-

man—letterhead, August 10, 1940.

(12) Committee for Equal Jus-
tice for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an aux-
iliary of International Labor De-
fense — sponsor—booklet, August
1945.

(13) Committee for Peaceful
Alternatives — vice-chairman —
letterhead, March 30, 1950.

(14) Continuations Committee of
the Conference on Peaceful Alter-

natives to the Atlantic Pact—Initi-

ator—Daily Worker, August 22,

1949, page 3.

(15) Committee to Secure Jus-
tice in the Rosenberg Case—signer
of open letter—Hyde Park Herald,
1952.

(16) Dinner for Pearl Hart-
sponsor—Daily Worker, April 6,

1950, page 4.

(17) Emergency Peace Mobiliza-

tion—sponsor—call and program,
August 81-September 2, 1940.

(18) Interfaith Committee for
Peace Action — sponsor— leaflet,

October 7, 1951.

(19) League of Young Southern-

er*—sponsor— letterhead, August
IS, 1940.

(20) Methodist Federation for

Social Action— speaker — Soda]

sponsor—pifcjs reiease, December
9, 1962.

(36) Wire to President Truman
to Veto the McCarran Bill—initia-

tor—Worker, September 17, 1950,

page 8.

AUBREY WILLIAMS

(1) American Committes for

Protection of Foreign Born—spon-
sor of conference—program and

call, October 25-27, 1949.

(2) American Crusade to End
Lynching—signer of call to pil-

grimage to Washington—-call, Sep-

tember 23, 1946.

(3) American Youth Congress

—

speaker at 2 or 3 of the'r annual

meetings—Williams' testimony be-

fore Senate Internal Senruy Sub-

committee, March 19, 1954, p. 109

(4) Appeal to Guard Civil Rights

—signer—Daily Worker, August

28, 1950, page 3.

(5) Association of Internes and

Medical Students—speaker at an-

nual convention—official program,

December 27-30, 1950.

(6) Brief Araiei C*r'« for the

Communist Party—signer—U. S.

Supreme Court, October 1955.

(7) Civil Rights C:n~re33 —
speaker at rally, September 11,

1947—Williams' testimony before

Senate Internal Security Subcom-
mittee, March 19, 1954, page 107.

(8) Committee to End Sedition

Laws—signer of statements—press

release, November 19, 1955.

(9) Committee for Peaceful Al-

ternatives to the Atlantic Pact

—

member of executive board—letter-

head, September 16, 1960.

(10) Commonwealth College—
served on committee and contribu-

ted to— Massachusetts investiga-

tion of Communists, 1938.

(11) Continuations Committee of

the Conference on Peaceful Alter-

natives to the Atlantic Pact

—

signer of open letter to Congress

—letter, August 21, 1949; Daily

Worker, August 22, 1949, page 3.

(12) Daily Worker—petitions U.

S. Senate—Daily Worker, Janu-

ary 26, 1946, page 9.

(13) W. E. B. DuBois Testimon-

ial Sponsoring Committee—spon-

sor—program, February 23, 1961.

(14) Highlander Folk School-
member of board or in some way
affiliated with from about 1944 to

1954—Williams' testimony before

Senate Internal Security Subcom-
mittee, March 19, 1964, p. 103.

(16) Mainstream—sponsor New
Masses, October 28, 1947, page 2.

(16) Mid-Century Conference for

P«ace—sponsor—call. May 29-30,

1950.

(17) Mother Bloor Celebration

Committee—sponsor—booklet

cational Fund—president and men
ber board of director*—letterhead

July 1964.

(83) Southern Conference Ed.

cational Fund — president an

member of board of directors—le

head, April 1955.

(84) Southern Conference Edu-

cational Fund—signer of petit to

to Senator Henning*—-petition, N<

vember 7, 1966.

(85) Southern Conference Ed.

cational Fund—president

—

Souit

Patriot, December 1956, page 4.

(36) Southern Conference f<

Human Welfare—speaker at coi

ference—program, November 2-

23, 1938.

(87) Southern Conference f<

Human Welfare—speaker at coi

ference—program and call, Apt

14-16, 1940.

(88) Southern Conference f<

Human Welfare—signer of pe:

tion to U. S. Senate—Daily Wori

er, January 28, 1946, page 11.

(39) Southern Conference f

Human Welfare — chairman •

nominating committee, 1946—W.
liams' testimony before Senate 1

ternal Security Subcommitt

March 19, 1954, page 103.

(40) Southern Conference f

Human Welfare—signer of mat

festo —- Southern Patriot, Ju

1947, pages 4-6.

(41) Southern Conference f

Human Welfare—member of boa

of representatives — letterhe:

July 25, 1947.

(42) Washington Committee f

Democratic Action — member
membership list, 1939.

(43) Workers Alliance — p:

tribute to—Appendix IX, p:^

1749.

JAMES A. DOMBROWSK1
(1) American Committee i

Indonesian Independence — si p- -

of letter—Indonesian Review, li-

(2) American Committee
Protection of Foreign Born—si:

er of birthday greeting to Sab

—Lamp, May 1946, page 3.

(8) American Committee
Protection of Foreign Horn—sp

sor of 16th anniversary natic

conference— program, Dece rr.

11-12, 1948.

(4) American Continental C
gress for Peace, Mexico Cit;

United States sponsor— lea:"

September 6-10, 1949.

(6) American Peace Crusa>J

signer of call to peace pilgrim.

to Washington, D. C—leaf

March 1, 1951.

(6) American Peace Crusad

sponsor—letterhead, May 26, 1 =

(7) American Peace Crusad



H HtLiTClN, {2nd 1} President of United Packing House Work-
f AmCrica.CIO, is pictured here with Abner W. Berry of the
>nal Central Committee of the Communist Party,
hielstein is representative of a small group of Labor extremists
serve the Communist Party by affiliation with the Communist
rotus and by the utilization of their own organization to

further aims of the Communist Party.
Abner Berry a a member of the Central Committee of the

Communist Party and is a columnist for the Daily Worker. Berry
U one of the top ranking Negro Communists in America. His' pres-
ence ot a meeting such as this seminar insures the Communist Party
ogo'mst deviations from the Party principles.

cf appeal—Daily Worker,
2P y P'4. pfcfc-e 4.

rme&f for Amnesty for the
-tbUcit. oi the Communist
-.-..i..tu ^iiuei

- me Smith
mer— Daily Worker, De-
10, 3PE5. pRge 4.

*c::.*i .h Open Letter —
lelU»r. September 19, 1965,
Sripf i»rp,r-i Curiae for the
ist Ptrty—signer—U. Sj.

Court, October 1955.

Committee for Equal Jua-
v r , t-

..-v Tny'or, an aux-
i

"

'

':;.a ' Labor De-
jjrsi r— booklet, August

Jcmmittee for Medic*)
—signer of statement op-
lestioning of profesisonal

i.: n- American Activities!

(34) Southern Conference Edu-
cational Fund — director — letter-
head, July 1954.

(35) Southern Conference Edu-
cational Fund — director — letter-
head, April 1955.

(86) Southern Conference Edu-
cational Fund — coordinator of
Southwestern Regional Conference
on Integration— folder. May 17,
1955.

(37) Southern Conference Edu-
cational Fund — director — South-
ern Patriot, December 1956, p. 4.

(38) Southern Conference for
Human Welfare—executive secre-
tary—official report, 1942.

(39) Southern Conference fo:

Human Welfare—executive secre-
tary—Daily Worker, January 29,

1946, pare 4.

rated on March 1965) is no less a
Communist project than its prede-
cessor, Camp Unity."

WORLD YOUTH CONGRESS
Cited as a Communist confer-

ence held in the summer of 1938
at Vassar College.

DAILY WORKER
"The chief journalistic mouth-

piece of the Communist Party
founded in response to direct in-

structions from the Communist In-

ternational in Moscow. . . . The
first issue of the Daily Worker ap-
peared on January 18, 1924. , . .

No other paper or publication of
any kind in all American history
has ever been loaded with such a
volume of subversive, seditious.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE
ARTS, SCIENCES- AND

PROFESSIONS
Cited as a Communist front

which ia "used to appeal to special
occupational groups , . . "

VETERANS AGAINST DISCRI-
MINATIONS OF CIVIL RIGHTS
CONGRESS OF NEW YORK
Cited as a subversive affiliate

of the subversive Civil Rights
Congress.

MASSES AND MAINSTREAM
Cited as the successor to New

Masses, um Communist magazine."

NEW MASSES
"Nationally circulated weekly



i Conference on Constitu-

Liberties in America—
;r—program, June 7-9, 1940.

i Continuations Committee of

)nference on Peaceful Alter-

s to the Atlantic Pact—sign-

open letter to Congress—let-

ugust 21, 1949.

< International Workers Or-

lefender of—Fraternal Out-

^ovember 1948, page 6.

International Workers Or-

lefender of —Daily Worker,

18, 1951, page 8.

Methodist Federation for

Action—nominated member-

re by national membership
ig, December 27-29, 1947—
•Hot, page 2.

Methodist Federation for

Action — nominee—official
September 2, 1953.

Methodist Federation for

Service—nominated for na-

committee— 1945 ballot, p. 4.

National Citizens Political

Committee— member—of

-

t, August 28, 1944.

National Committee to Re-

le McCarran Act—s:gner of

etter to members of Con-

-letier. January 19. 1951.

National Committee to Re-

le McCarran Act—signer of

tlUx to Senator KeiHiings

3 November 14, 1955.

National Committee to Win
ty for the Smith Act Vic-

sponsor — letterhead, May

National Conference to De-

he Bill of Rights—sponsor

et, December 2-3, 1950.

National Federation for

utional Liberties—signer of

ent opposing renewal of the

Committee—pamphlet, Janu-

13.

National Negro Congress

—

r—JOth convention program,

), 1946.

People's Institute of Ap-

Roligion — sponsor— letter-

April 9, 1942.

Religion—member of South-

oramittee—letterhead, Janu-

1948.

People's Institute of Ap-
Religion—member of South-

ommittee—letterhead, April

53.

Southern Conference Edu-

&! Fund—endorser of derlar-

-fcJder, November 20, 1948.

1 Southern Conference Edu-

al Fund—director—program
iference, ApriJ 8, 1950.

i Southern Conference Edu-

al Fund— director— letter

(42) Southern Resident Labor
Colleges—member of finance cam-
paign committee—letterhead, Feb-
ruary 10, 1937.

(43) Statement Defending the

Communist Party—signer— Daily

Worker, March 5, 1941, page 2.

(44) Win-the-Peace Conference
—sponsor—call, April 6-7, 1946.

(45) World Peace Appeal—sign-
er—leaflet, August 31, 1950.

HIGHLANDER EXECUUTIVES
(Continued from page 1)

DR. LEWIS JONES, Rural Life

Council, Tuskeegee Institute,

Alabama.

MAY JUSTUS, Tracy City, Tenn.

DR. GEORGE MITCHELL, Execu-
tive Director, Southern Re-
gional Council, Atlanta, Ga.

RFV. EUGENE SMATHERS, Cal-

vary Presbyterian Church, Big
Lick, Tenn.

DR. P. A. STEPHENS, Chatta-

nooga, Tenn.

JORDON STOKES, III, Attorney

at Law, Nashville, Tenn.

LUCILLE THORNBROUGH, As-
sociate Editor, East Tennes-
see Labor News, Knoxville,

Tenn.

TOM WHITE, Sec, Tennessee
State Legislative Board, Broth-

erhood of Railroad Trainmen,
Lexington, Tenn.

AUBREY WILLIAMS. Publisher,

Southern Farm and Home,
Montgomery, Ala.

CHARLES WILSON, Tennessee

Representative, International

Union of Mine, Mill and Smelt-

er Workers, Columbia, Tenn,

MRS. GEORGE WOLFE, Takoma
Park, Maryland.

2iwu±zy 13Z1.

CITATIONS
(Continued from page 1)

gro worker, it has been a deterrent

to him."

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR
HUMAN WELFARE

Cited as a Communist-front or-

ganization "which seeks to attract

southern liberals on the baaia of

its aeeming interest in the prob-

lems of the South" although ita

"professed interest in southern

welfare is simply an expedient for

larger aims serving the Soviet Un-

ion and ita subservient Communist

Party in the United States." . A

WINGDALE LODGE

"The Committee is convinced

that WingxUle Lodge (incorpo-

-»r— " —»--~\?d&.

been devised making special ap-

peals in behalf* of civil liberties

and reaching out far beyond the

confines of the Communist Party

itself. Among these organizations

are the . . . Emergency Civil Lib-

erties Committee. When the Com-
munist Party itself is under lire

these fronts offer a bulwark of

protection."

ABRAHAM LINCOLN SCHOOL
"Schools under patriotic and be-

nevolent titles indoctrinate Com-
munists and outsiders in the the-

ory and practice of communism,
train organizers and operatives,

recruit new party members and
sympathizers * * * A school of

this type has been the Abraham
Lincoln School, Chicago • * • "

AMERICAN PEACE
MOBILIZATION

Cited as "one of the most sediti-

ous organizations which ever op-

erated in the United States" and
"instrument of the Communist
Party line prior to Hitler's attack

on Russia."

AMERICAN YOUTH FOR
DEMOCRACY

Cited as the new name under

which the Young Communist
League operates and which alsc

largely absorbed the American
Youth Congress.

COMMITTEE FOR PEACEFUL
ALTERNATIVES TO THE

ATLANTIC PACT
"As part of Soviet psychological

warfare against the United States,

Communist fronts seek to paralyze

America's will to resist Communist

aggression by idealizing Russia's

aims and methods, discrediting the

United States, spreading defeat-

ism and demoralization . . . Spe-

cializing in this field . . . have

been such organizations as . . . the

Committee for Peaceful Alterna-

tives to the Atlantic Pact . . .
**

COUNCIL ON AFRICAN
AFFAIRS

Cited as a Communist front

"formed to provoke racial fric-

tion."

JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF
SOCIAL SCIENCE

"Schools under patriotic and be-

nevolent titles indoctrinate Com-

munists and outsiders in the the-

ory and practice of communism,

train organizers and operatives, re-

cruit new party members and sym-

pathisers. . . . Schools of these

type have been . . . Jefferson

School of Social Science, New
York. ..."

"Political Affairs, formerly
known as The Communist, 'a maga-
zine of the theory and practice of
Marxism-Leninismpublished month-
ly by the Communist Party of the

United States of America,' »ow
calls itself 'a magazine devoted to
the theory and practice of Marx-
ism-Leninism.' Its chief editor is

Eugene Dennis, executive secretary

of the party."

NAACP Approval,

Support, Participation

Reverend Martin Luther King,
Rosa Parks, Charles C. Gomillion,

Reverend David Brooks, Allen Mc-
Swain, Conrad Browne and others
who attended this session at High-
lander Folk School provided major
leadership in the following inci-

dent* of interracial strife; (1) the
Montgomery Bus Boycott; (2) the
Tuskegee Boycott; (3) the Talla-

hassee Bus Boycott; (4) the Clin-

ton School Incident; (6) Kononia
Farms Inter-racial Violence and
the March on Washington.

Each of the above-listed persons
and incidents has received the na-
tional acclaim and complete sup-

port of the National Association

for Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple. In fact, these incidents and the

operation of these individuals have
provided a major portion of the
active prog-ram of the NAACP.
Those who conducted thU I^bor

Day teuton at Highlander Inter-

spersed their le=tur*s and discus-

sions with appeals to those present

to secure new memberships for the

NAACP and especially urged that

teachers join and support the

NAACP.
The unqualified support by the

NAACP of the above-named indi-

viduals and incidents muat be view-

ed in light of the fact that ten of

the directors including Benjamin

E. Mays, President, Morehouse

College, Atlanta, Georgia, have

amassed the surprising; total of

over 400 instances of Communist

Front Affiliation; more than half

the directors have public records

of Communist Affiliation. The di-

rectors of the NAACP both pres-

ent and past have continually dem-

onstrated an amazing propensity

for affiliating themselves with

pro-Communist causes.

The Honorary Chairman of the

Directors of the NAACP, W. E. B.

DuBois has amassed a longer pub-

lic record of Communist affilia-

tions than any other person in the

United States with the staggering

total of literally hundreds of such

affiliations.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST

TO:
. Director

Mr. Tolson, 5744

Mr. Boardman, 5736

Mr, Belmont, 1742

Mr. Mohr, 5517

Mr. Parsons, 7621

Mr. Rosen, 5706

Mr. Tamm, 5256

Mr. Trotter, 4130 IB

Mr. Sizoo, 1742

Mr. Nichols, 5640

Mr. McGuire, 5642

Mr. Wick, 5634

Mr. DeLoach, 5636

Mr, Morgan, 5625

Mr. Jones, 4236

Mr. Leonard, 6222 IB

Mr. Waikart, 7204

Mr. Eames, 7206

Mr. Wherry, 55

See Me
For Your Info

For appropriate

action

Teletyi

Code R
Mechanical, B-l 1

Supply Room, B-216

Tour Room, 5625

Stop Desk,/?7i

Miss Lurz

Mrs.Faber

Miss McCord

.Miss Rogers

iss Padgett

.Dillon

(* p/njrv/ g^»A/ » ju £juc a Tt o*y

,W ?~j-r+* C»*~

L,

NO F RgCORDgo

L. B. Nichols,

Room 5640, Ej

4 OCT 29 1957

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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R&ce Strife And Integration In South

Stirred By NAACP And Communists
* By CARL ESTES
-^ New and significant evidence
'""*hat racial a i rife being stirred up
vjn Arkansas .^nd across the South
is inspired and promoted by north-

ern Communists, Communist gym-
riath'i^ers, anc' various ' front" or-

_. v....-.- .. iti , uie aid of their
southern counterparts - continues
o come to light.

Not ail the under-covej meetings
>r Communist organizers and fo-

menters of race strife are being
ie!d in the North, for many of
ihese purty officials and their
lid pi"»k grills have now moved

?r?- IE? to the ^-.i'h ?»nd are holding
ii 4_^.t-.-^ .:.vj tat lies' schools and

.'.
' "planning" meetings for new ac-
tion

-.si1
, announced plan

^ j

1

.. of rir NAACP to hold a three-
y^**^ ^s? n-?r*i~f }» ; otirvfrw on Nov.

1' .;

—

uisj .ut:>j by the Texas
.
y*«r» ?-ar"c: as a "plan of

action" ui^elinr with "attempts
:..«.•. ;. ." M . u-st court cases

-. >n 5P.>?•»= .• j>t«* "»'-xas schools" —
sdfd** i-r -.( o-"w evidence is en-
lJ£ilM.'i»Ui£,

'- ' The N-% ACP strife-stirring buz-
. .. :.- > U .,-»*r be permitted

; tu hght here, much less go to
'"-i1"- ';" -* \v,y. £?-.'sluing cam-

>- nai^D.
:
'.' In addition to information and
1,..-facts which I have been able to I

bring to light in Philadelphia and
in several other northern and east-

ern cities, the following article

from The Shreveport limes of Oct.

5, written by Raymond McDaniel,
Times staff member will bring
new light to the subject as It is

developing "n all its ugliness across
the South today.

ATLANTA, Ga., Oct 4—Organ-
izers of practically every outbreak
of racial trouble in the South since
1954 today were revealed to have
attended a Communist training
school in Tennessee about a month
ago. Details were disclosed in a
public hearing today by a secret
investigator employed by the state

of Georgia to infiltrate the school.

Gov. Marvin Griffin, who pre-
sided over todays hearing said the
investigator has broughc back "ir-

refutable facts" of Communist
Party influence in Southern racial

strife.

The investigator, engaged In the

undercover work up until last night,
today produced some 40 photo-
graphs taken secretly at the train-

ing school and a role of movie film,

which was not shown The pic-

tures, introduced intc the records,
showed various figure* involved in

recent outbreaks of racial trouble
attending elates and holding dis-

cussion at the Tennessee meeting.

The training school, termed a
"workshop ou integration" was
held at the Highlander Folk School
near Monteagle, Tenn according
to testimony given at the hearings
today. Among those attending, and
their records as given in testimony
were; ,

ATTENDANTS LISTED
1. Rev. Martin Luther King,

Montgomery, Ala, a leading Negro
figure in various outbreaks of ra-

cial trouble during the past two
years who was describeo as a tool

of the Communist partv in recent
hearings in ixmisiana

2. Rosa Parks, Negro, described
as the person who precipitated the
Montgomery bus boycott.

3. Allen McSwain, N^gro who was
credited with sparking the Clinton,
Tenn. public school Incident.

4. Conrad Browne, » leader at

Koinonia Farms at \mericus, Ga.
Koinonia was described as a social-

istic interracial community where
violence and racial strife recently
erupted.

5. Charles Gomillion, Negro, dean
of students at Tuskegee Institute.

According to testimony today agi-

tation by Gomillion wart major
cause of the Tuskeges boycott.

6. Septkna Clark, pxesently a di-

rector at the Tennessee school who

;

had a hand in the South Carolina
j

NAACP school teachers incident. J

7. David H. Brooks, leader Talla
bassee bus boycott.

OTHERS REVEALED
Also attending was Abner W.

Berry, a member of the Com-
munist Party's central commit-
tee. According to T. B Williams
Jr. executive secretary of the
commission holding today's hear-
ings. The presence of Berry, a
negro, insured no deviation from
the Communist line.
Many other persons, some witi.

40 incidents of Communist front af-
filiation, were in attendance and
pictures of these persons taken by
the investigator were entered in
the records.
The investigator was Edwin H.

Friend, of Atlanta, who testified
that he was employed to "make
contact and infiltrate the meeting
J>eing held at the school and report
back to the Georgia Commission
on Education.
The commission on education,

formed by the State legislature in
1953 is headed by Gov Griffin with
the lieutenant governor and attor-
ney general included as members,
Representatives from several other
southern states were present for
the hearing.
Prior to the meeting Gov. Grif-

fin said the hearing was called to

receive the report on growing ra-
(See RACE, Page 13-A)
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cial unrest in the South. Notice

of the meeting was not made until

late last night, because, accord-

ing to Griffin, Friend was still en-

gaged in the undercover work un-

til that time.
WARNS OF ACTIONS

"This evidence show* that ten-

sion in the South is being pro*

duced by forces which are not

interested in {be welfare of ei-

ther the white people or the

Negro people," said the gover-

nor.
"It behooves each of us to lesrn

more of Communist infiltration and
the direction of Communist move-
ments. Only through information

and knowledge can we combat this

alien menace to constitutional gov-

ernment."
"Williams spent the major part of

the hearing identifying persons in

the pictures and entering the pho-

tos in the official records.
Referring to leaders of the ra>

cial outbreaks, Williams said they

have receivde "wide acclaim"
from the National Assn. for the
Advancement of Colored People."

Because of that he termed an
"amazing propensity on the part

of the NAACP leaders for affiliat-

ing themselves with the Commun-
ist Party". Williams also entered

as evidence the records of 10 lead-

ers of the NAACP.
REVEALS LEADERS

They are Channinr H. Tobias,

chairman of the NAACP board;

William Lloyd Imes, vice presi-

dent; Oacar Hammerstein II,

vice president; Algernon D.
Black, member of the board;
Huber T. Delany, member of

the board; Benjamin E. Mays,
member of the board; jjcauot*
Jtoosevelt,. member of ihe%oard;
Earl B. Dickerson, member of

the board and W. J. Walls, vice

president.
The Tennessee meeting was de-

scribed as a four-day discussion

of methods and tactics of precipi-

tating racial strife and disturbance.

It was held from Aug, 30 to Sept.

2.

"The meeting of such • large
group of specialists in interracial

strife under the auspices of a
Communist training school, and in

the company of many known Com-
munists is the typical method
whereby leadership training and
tactics are furnished to the agita-

tors, said the committee.
"This waa a general workshop .

and would be the most common
method of developing a long
range pror/ram. In specific ait-

nations, leadership would be sent

into the communities to assist."

According to testimony, the

school was headed by Myles Hor-
ton, a director of Highlander, and
the Rev. John B. Thompson, Chap-
lain at the University of Chicago,

Williams testified Thompson has a
record of 36 affiliations with Corn^

munist -activities and said both
Thompson and Horton have long

been regarded as useful aids to the
Communist party.

PICTURES SHOWN
Pictures Introduced as evidene

included one showing a mr __

identified by Williams '^f i £
Routh, headquarters •*** ' '

*•

ithern Reai^-^^

•aid that fa ai*Mt
sessions, tteTf >-"-' tstading
children and % tn-^_Jf racial

demonstrations ana incidents was
advocated on the basis that po-
Ucevare reluctant to shoot wem-
en and children.

Another picture was taken of

Ralph Helatein, president of tbe
United Packing House Workers of

America -CIO, with Abner W.
Berry, according to an identifica-

tion by Williams. Williams said

Helstein is a representative of a
small group of labor extremist*

who serve *oe Communist party

by affiliation, and by the utiliza-

tion of their own organization to

further the aims of the Communist
party. Berry, in addition to hold-

ing his membership on the Com-
munist Central committee, is a top

writer for the Daily Worker, offi-

cial organ of the Communist party.

Also included in attendance at
the Communist meeting and identi-

fied by Williams in pictures intro-

duced today were:
Alonso G. Moron, Negro pres-

ident of Hampton Institute.

Wilma D. Stokely, a Newport,

Tenn., writer.
Aubrey Williams, Montgomery,

Ala., president of the Southern
Conference Education Fund, Inc.,

and publisher of Southern Farm
and Home Magazine.
Maurice McCracken, who is af-

filiated with the Neighborhood
House in Cincinnati.

Rev. Maurice McCracken also of

Neighborhood House.
Ralph Tefferteller, New York's

Henry Street settlement.

Rev, Abernathy, another leadt"
in the Montgomery, Ala., bus" inci-

dent.
LEADERS NAMED

The commission said Highland-

er Folk school was founded in

1832 by Myles Horton and Don
West, former district director of

the Communist party of North
Carolina.

Paul Crouch, a former top Com-
munist party function?"

ing to the committee, testified be-

fore the Congress.-.. . .. .„„.

make •&*«..

tee on un-American Activities t

Highlander is "ostensibly an in

pendent labor school," but aetu;

is working in close cooperat

with the Communist party."

James Dombrowski, who hel-

forra the school, also has a l-

record of Communist front act

ties. .
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED-
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE-^Uljli-BY<9W

Umak you for your letter dated October 14, 1957,
with enclosure. Your observation* and your interest in bringing .;

-

this material to my attention are appreciated.

While I would like to be of service, Z must point out
r

that the FBI is strictly a fact-gathering agency, that information in

its files is confidential and available for official use only and that

it is not within our authority to make evaluations or draw conclusions

as to the integrity or character of any organization, publication or
individual. . .

-

I know you will understand the reasons for these rules

and will not infer either that we do or do not have the information you
desire. '*'

. V':"^v .. '
' *:"*.*"- : -.i,

'

Sincerely yours,

... -%^S£-sa•:*-

**»-;

MAiLlD 6

OCT 2 11957

COMM-»'
John Edgar Hoover

Director

*s

^»,^

NOTE: Correspondent enclosed clipping from unidentified local newspaper
dealing with racial strife in the South and relates that organizers of

practically every outbreak of^jacial trouble in the South since 1954 were
revealed to have attended the HifthlandexJjQlk School near Monteagle , JTennesse
Correspondent questions why such a school is allowed to operate and why
Mrs. (EleanoTXRoosevelt should serve on a Civil Rights Pa^eh*
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O^fe* Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

1 MR. TOLSON

subject: GEORGIA COMMISSION ON EDUCATION

date: October 18, 1957

A Bex

** P«r

There is attached a newspaper-put out by tii^feeorgla - .

a Education which concerns the^'Highlander FoliTSchooL *V *£
communist training school at Monteagle, Tennessee. The Americanism /Vr3

andy

Commission on Education which

Tolson
Nichols

£ Boordman —
Imont _i£

Mohr

Parsons .

Rosen ___
Tomnj «^^___

Trottsr

Nsose
Wtnttrrowd _
T«I«. Room .

Holloman _

SES^ti? American Legion^ that w;mlght me to^ a «*£ , ^

ACTION:

Intelligence Division.

It is suggested this memorandum be forwarded to the Domestic fafy
vision. . v /

cc-Mr # Belmont
Enclosure
CDD:jmr£,
(3) "tr

Sr. £3
I 64007 2^57

*tv,M 16 OCT 24 1957

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

)AT5<3
f

i fr«f BYSgggrj
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Negro 'Plotting' oT
Monteagle Charged
a* c»n*s ppmi

ATLANTA, Oct. 5—An "under
cover agent" told the Georgia
Education Commission yesterday
that Southern Negro leaders plot-

ted "racial agitation" at a Labor
Day weekend meeting in an inter-
racial school in Tennessee.

The education com mission,
headfd by Gov. Marvin Griffin,
was formed by the Georgia Leg-
islature to plan Georgia'! fight

against integration and to pub-

State, Attorney General Eugene
Cook had labeled as having
Communist affiliation* alao were
present.

Called Typical Meattng

One of the photographs showed
King and Williams seated to-

gether at a session of the Mont-
eagle meeting. Another photo-
graph showed an unidentified
Negro man dancing with an un-
identified white woman.
Williams reported orally In a• «„i, «u- c. .I.Z • 1 wunams reported orally in a .Jiriz* the Southern viewpoint in

,tatementon the mimeographed »

the segregation controversy. . shwt what ^^ wn^J r£j;
J Griffin disclosed before ^nejfindjng* about the purpose and
commission that he h>T ser«AfffIties «/ the Monteagle meet-

estate photographer Edwff FrierTW^ Hi, statement said:

l*ggr Folk School* Montetg* strUe mAtr ^ auspice§ ^ ^w Communist training school and
Ro People Will Kaow' in the comuany of known Cotn-

The commission was told the'munists is a typical method
meeting was held to discuss whereby leadership training and
jnethods and tactic* for precipe* tactics are furnished the agita-
uing racial strife and disturb- tors."

•»oes." Williams said the Monteagle
< Griflin said he called the com- meeting was attended by Negro
Mission into session "so that the leaders of the bus boycott at
People of Georgia will know

\
Tallahassee. Fla., and of the ni-

|whew some of the Souths racial. '«g*d "merchant boycott" at
trouble originates and to learn Tuskegee, Ala.
facta that are irrefutable." I Alabama Officials Preaeat
Friend testified briefly, iden- i. Alaham. .<«i*t.nt -*««-«

a £! - * ^ "
*
^mission meeting disclosed he also

£. meX aTSSSLLj? Jr>d tUended the Monte.'gtethe meeting at Highlander from meeting "incognito" but thia was

«* *»• «*

Aug. 30 through Sept. 2.

King Reported T
cutive

aecftHfTTT TnT^fivVmember
commission, then gave an oral
report about Friend's visit and
distributed a four-page mimeo-
s-rnnhM report of newspaper size
containing further, report
Williams said trie moeting a

Monteagle wa# attendee! by
Rcj^,'"

---"*
Negro

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

RATF %JM BYJ5ES-t-T

>\ M^goroensf* 4Ja.
t and Aubrey

j

.j» Vl>i<mt JrPA official "SUfJag
A A4mini4tration. "haj a prafastssu fir aflU^ttel
add tha commission laaetf wtta » SaasBlit

that a numar of persona whom cause.

"

MRWftat^u. INFORMATION C0HTAIK3
Several representative* of Ala-

bama Atty. Gen John Patterson
also were pretent at the com-
misaion meeting.
Other commission members
,*t«wt included Lt, Gov. Ernaat
andiver, Oaofc. Q>airman Rob-

eft O. Arnold1

of the Georgia
Board of Rages*! and Roy V.
Harris, a member of tftt board _ m „
of regenta. f' **-

WJUiama **g faara Am NAACP

JW-rw-

S*t» 10-5-57

;*»
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Office Memoirrrjx*um

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

SAC, KNOXVILLK

o •
MONTEAGLE,

UNITED Si. OVERNMENT

v

DATE; 11/22/57

ffifi CONTAINEDALL

HEREfNJSUNCUSSlrlcD
DATE 3^ gY^H^

11/14/57.
Re Kx let to Bureau 11/1/57 and Bulet to Kx

P&ri

V

\J

In view of prior Bureau instructions, no Investi-
gation of the Highlander Folk School has been conducted by
this office and no informants have reported any information
regarding the activities of this school or its members.

The only Information which might tend to Indicate
this school has been engaged in activities of interest to the
Bureau is set forth in Bulet to Knoxville dated 9/4/57, captioned
"Racial Situation, State of Tennessee", Bufile 100-135-24. and
in literature distributed by Georgia Commission on Education
re Highlander Folk School. The only copy of this literature
which was received from the Birmingham Office on 11/13/57 is
enclosed herewith to the Bureau,,. , ;. '.,./-* «

In view of the above and previous instructions
received from the Bureau, it is sot recommended that any inves-
tigation be conducted by. this Division

ft*'

©- Bureau (Encl. - 1)
1 - Knoxville (61-12)^
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R. L. PETERS, JR.
SENATOR

1ull1 van and hawkins counties

1540 Faibidoe Drive

KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE

NASHVILLE

November 1, 1957

AOl

MISHW
PMUC AN!

PUBLIC UTILITIC:

,A N

m

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoovert

I have become increasingly aware and apprehensive of
Communism working in our country. In this connection,
I have been informed that perhaps in Greeneville,
Tennessee, there were several know Communists and
that at the^ighlander Fo^lk School in Mp^ag^JTejin^
essee, there was being carried "on a CommunistTraining"
School.

I would appreciate any information available to me in
regard to communistic activity in Tennessee.

In case this information is not available to me, I
would appreciate knowing how I can go about acquiring it.

Sincerely yours,

R. L. Peters, Jr.

RLP/wkb

cc Honorable Carroll Reece
Johnson City, Tennessee

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE44M_BY5M
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Honorable R. L. Meters,' Jr.

*BWT.

'/^^•/v*t \^ ;;

>**;

oSaaSS/^^^^f^11 ld?to^*^01 aaia available, Jt U noted that the enclosure "Communist Threat inV 8 «

rTnTberorSZ^r^111^8^ * ** * *' "51.Motion
iJT«« Communist i»arty members as of Jasuary 1, 1957, per fits

FoU, S
P
ph^ fo

rePOrt
'
P
*ft

29
;

Tbe Bureau "» known of thea£Folk School for years and has Investigated numerous allegations conceriHe

indication that it teaches courses along the communist line or has everemployed any communists on its staff. It is primarily designed to teach
'

economics and related subjects. ..- ...*. -. -.
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Your Utter oi November 2, 1057, with enclosure*,
has been received. ., .-;. ^ ; -.-

• i:",»-"->
: ""-=-%- V- ' .f*

v
a-:. :

v 'v '.•'.'..

The interest and thoughtfulness which prompted your
writing is sincerely appreciated, and I thank you for bringing this

material to my attention, . ,; y i\
'» • *

"* :** ....

Classics

DecSassu

Sincerely yours,

.«*.,.»

John Edgar Hoover

Director VJfe

Afi
NOTE: Correspondent, not identifiable in Bufiles, enclosed a cartoon '

critical of the Supreme Court and an editorial dealing with^e-S^SFof
top defense secrets by communists and fellow travelers, agjLwell dS a
copy of a 4 page paper circulated by the Georgia Commission on Education
of Atlanta, Georgia, distribute^ by independence Foundation, Inc.,
concerning the MighlanderFolk Behoof/ Correspondent assumes we are
aware of thje aghl^^Scho^iiiflts affiliated groups but inquir/es as to
wjiat ahtiph is being taken. ^ii^e 'reflect%£^
tEg HigWander Fok School,'Wnt^gte£JeiAefesee>l^n Mtitkfctt wJft

/fioora

ifcBtructors[and has foliowed the practices of welcomingCommunist Party
members as students, ^^IBBHHBHHHBHBHHM^ever

ST? ljered courses in communist matters and was never completely controlle
^Jr *? the communist elementTfc^afir%udenz reportedly described this

school as pro-coi#ii!Uij^l
l'ijJJ«5fB|nb»rjr , |$>sk.--.. ,

A
j
\

uajl"RqomT—J

$N0V 21190? -?* >ENT!

*t
-*^«)

/j*^fQi &
J7

U'



V *J

^-/rvVff-r'.vV-

--•:<-

\ I - *fr£*~:
"

f *?

- ., .. -•,...»; *v-v *<*;•**r*i^#J?/c*&**\V^

%> * w »
,**- -* =• -j* *.. ** -wi S^^^t^^a * *

5iM*^LS^'vy
--^^ l^^l III ,1,1 -I

#*-^*%**
i*LTER>»T/ON DUE

- *

¥

J*

tgrffgg^te

*b

i*"

S***^--^
""**

'^?.

3

£*-' A1

**
-'"*

I-.

--*.,.* ' 4IRw>^

/7*

MUXES
/r

rri&eks

-IW
*3*

'MWA
'^'r^W^^Wfl

X

.rf^5".

-T&'C ; ^jt

• to-4*ifl **^if'!"!?*-«-*'*

N$r-

r**-"': **
.,*>te

•-**

:K&&M$r;?t*, .- *S4*;Sft» >**' 5*^S. J*¥ "&-fr'*M? *«JftS

R6 • •*»-.*,;



* *.

V**

*•*

-*" **•*•• 9- r,.*

<*»*-«. r

p^^#.-«,^^j

hrJfi 5
atUn

.
J Some people still

tZSF i°
BS Jnto re»taurants and

food stores in violation of the
public health laws. Now we have
the case of the little girl who was
bitten by a dog in a Columbus
Ave. supermarket. This dog was
brought into the store by an un-
identified woman. What must hap-
pen before the Health Depart-ment takes action against these
dog owners? '•

HANDY REMINDER
-Ji^JT Ea<? .

time Sputnik
.speeds by overhead, it should re-

fJllSt
mm

*?
cr*»tur« »«d theirj

Si p
t™^™ which enabledRed Bussia to steal our top de-fense secrets. * '

%
* ^^ARJ^S.H. HUTER.

., COSTLY DISEASE
Brooklyn: The American Medi-cal Association recognizes alco-

cSwrt."^
dfa~««-'fi»Ki York

Slj * d,
.

8e*/e costa miui°ns o?dollars in lost man-hours annul

fh/W
m
i?
re m

,
ilhons "• Pw*by

for Thl %6 D*Partm«nt in carinjfor the families of alcoholics.

City of New York do not hay.
one bed available for the alcl
iSn Zhl Deed

ni »«dication to«toP druikmg. The only altera*:

"u* inking until overtaken bycomplete physical collapse, fa- ,St

L°5.
d"*h

- Fi" days
P
of care 1and med1Cation would put this

rS™ »° P hh
f
eet

« PrePared to

SnEL V"s work *nd his famiJy-

W.Wta^W nnfortunatel.
"

;.*' ' ' ANON Jr. .
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Dear Friend:

Horeab.r 21, 1957 j^ INFORfe"^^'
r**'T

\!KEQ

HEREIw|iU«CUwv..-Lj ,\
DATE-3ll\M .BY^r^jgjft

My name is Septima Clark. The enolosed leaflet telle about the work that I am doing
to give a new ohance to people who are viotims of raoial prejudice in the South.
About a year ago, after I had been released as a teaoher in the public school system
of South Caroline, I accepted an invitation from Myle* Eorton to Join the staff of
Highlander Folk School in the Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee. There
question about my competence but my stand on integration was unpopular*

was no

Highlander is one of the few places in the South where southerners, lfegro and White,
""" """* and study together and work out ways to combat prejudioe and segregation.
My first year as Director of Workshops at Highlander has been filled with achieve-
ments. We had the ohlldren of Clinton, Tennessee with us for a Christmas holiday in
December. Leaders in the Montgomery bus boycott have supplied leadership for some pt
our Workshops. Thirty children and ten counselors representing thirteen states had
happy, vigorous weeks of out-of-door life here at Camp Koinonia-Highlander this -

summer. These are times of great opportunity*

At "Highlander we "believe that education, if it is real, is related to problems.
t

' _ u»; to Highlander and go away equipped to cope with the problems in their own
communities. Highlander has functioned on this principle for a quarter of a century
:-..- uu'-re has never been any question about it until now. Just this year the Internal
~tvc.ruie Service has withdrawn tax-exempt status from Highlander. We cannot let this
j /-».- die. until the tax exemption question is settled we are in serious diffi-
?u;t*-. Oven |47,000 in foundation grants is held up and oannot be touohed by us /
us ..oug as this present ruling stand**

A

9 OB9QabJ.«lB

fit- t.re doing what we oan to out costs during this emergency. The entire staff tit

. ... "Il-I'-'-—d is foregoing salaries, le are living and working on a subsistence basis.
_ The local storekeepers have been. generous in extending credit for the essentials,

but we cannot impose on them forever* /. \ HKW
RECORDED-45 V£ir^Z2 "

v^i uwlp us in this time of stress we shall be most grateful. We are not
anything for ourselves. We oan all go out and fixli^ofjBer^rl&P? We 'do not

y.r.-n *r, r:rry about making a living. What we are fighting for is to preserve an
<. , ..„.,. s r „ T-rogram that has become a resouroe and a rallying~polnt for VdoTeB of brave
«,,. ^

!
_.„ „ (. ^V(? ftre leading the fig^t for j us tioe and better race relations in thes

cru>Ul £tya. .. n ATT ?
'
' U

<r - ^-^ *c Sepit r* C^ VM^r? k-

,^\^ '

"°" * 1M0ED - « gii.r.iy youVs,

8FV-

•f'.S. r-n't you please make your ©heok
V -.* payable to The Highlander Folk

J. ^ School and mail it to Mr, Sober

t

1

\ Kau in the enclosed envelope*

<\&O \\V
•5
$»

"^tima ^SClwk
orkahop Sireoto

'''%
: ;^>-4'&?&%'ffgi?&ffi%fe*P*i5 \?W#:?ffW-vb-vyv^ 'w^vy:.'
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RECORD f ,<•
November 22, 1MT

.*f*-vT-^
ty-j£l/-*t?^^

EX. - 1^6

„' ,,- <*-^i ."4vTf r-"f • *•*.'
'

b** been received*

,
".; ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

• HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED V . v
' DATS^^ 'BY^sesiam^

^?
g eommanlcatioo postmarked November 15, 1957,

#•

t« .™>~^«-* -a

Tfc*!*?terert prompting yoor contacting this Bureau

Building, Memphis S, Tennesaee.

Sincerely yours,

;*.w.-
t ',£-,

r-'^^£«|
- " *. "ft

i'f "? &£&&?*

KV- •

; "?-&**,**

$.£vr
-. -\u

John Edgmr Hoover
Director

*_" " F*
cc - Memphis

Dtt. l _ 1

AT
J
,ENTTON SAC: Correspondent forwarded literature concerninc thfHighlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee? wfffiout cover leSe^

^ **>;-- .- ^t .-,...

C f,o

DCL:oga'

B£3flftc*' W%D 9r ^ rfI
'

?

-/J^
(ll^ifej

I Holiomfm

MAIL ROOM CZ3

^*^«r-S-,

MOV 2 ? 1°57

__ CO."" -f"i
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STAMMM0 FORM MO. %*

Office Memorh/idum • UNITED STA

\-V TO MR. TOLSON

FROM : G, A.

w

J «w

GOVERNMENT

date : December 11, 1957

Toison
B

-^T*

SUBJECT:

N*OB« __

Parsons
Rotio __

Tanam ^_

Hein the Attorney General's office called,
stated that the Attorney General had received a letter from

who was formerly
and who has some connection with tto

fie apparently has been asked by some minister to intercede for fund
th^Highlander Folk School at Monteagle , Tpnnp fi

RPP
: .^wanted to know

what kind of an outfit it was.

Trott.r .

Clayton ^
Tals. Room —

_

HoUomttix ____
Gamiy.^

!for

1 t°ldWBP that while we had never investigated this school
was highly controversial and that there had been both communists attending the +

school and communists on the staff but that so far as we knew it had never been J^^

I

communist-dominated. He stated that in view of this he intended to stay out ^
of it and was simply going to tellflHHBp that it had never been investigated
by the Department and that he could make no comment concerning it.

s

satfV.

mt &&

cc-Mr, Belmont
GAN-Jmr^
(3)

61 DEC 23 1957^

RECORDED - 37

INDEXED - 3?

^ 0£C 17 1957 1

?/(>

ss?a:»
Dn^dgrgS«
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)j^« Afea in • UNlTEb £,****!« ^_ 7ERNMENT

SUBJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) (RM)

SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

DATE: 1/9/58

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
IS - C —

The Knoxville Office recently received two copies

of the-^UJigh lander Reports, 25th Annual Report, Oct. 1,

'56 - Sepl. 30, '57". The envelopes were addressed to

this office and bore the return address, "Highlander
Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee", one bearing date
December 19, 1957, and the other bearing date December
21, 1957. A copy of this pamphlet' and envelope is

being forwarded to the Bureau for its files.

As the Bureau has previously been advised, MYLES
HORTON, Director of this school, has in the past sent
communications to this office. The enclosed pamphlet,
of course, was not solicited by the Knoxville Office.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
ft
.

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \^»
J-Kzr,

ITy- Bureau (Enclosures
1 - Knoxville £A 75*//-*!

7

'tc,
""

«• JAN 13 1958

ffC; wyp
(A£

?6jan 151958
-y^
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25ik ANNUAL REPORT Oct 1/56 - Sept. 30/57

Mr*. Septima Clorfc, Director of Education, Highlander

PU IUSHED IY HIGHLANDEt EOLK SCHOOL • KOKTEACLE, TENNESSEE -«r-"

C i-js'//- i/n
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inaction, and in either cf < he is justly accountable t em for the injury.

— John Stuart Mill

Thp "^lim* South" now stonds indicted on such o

charge as suggested by John Stuart Mill. The conviction,

in the court of world opinion, will depend upon whether or

not the pro-segregation, anti-violence majority has the

courage to speak out ogainst the reigns of terror that

shook Little Rock, Arkansas, Nashville ond Clinton, Ten-

nessee.

The voice of the South hos become in too many

instances that of irresponsible politicians and their equally

misguided followers. Spurred on by some public office

holders, a violent srnoll minority is willing to defend seg-

regation at any price.

The Negro and forward-looking white people working

for integration (another minority) are unable to cope
with the violent mob. Violence which has shaken the

South for the past year will continue until and unless the

pro-segregetiem but law-abiding majority clearly under-

stands ond speaks out against violence.

CJ— *'-_
'

''•-/ leoders to make the issue clear

and to get the mojority to speak out for law and order is

one of the foremost goals of Highlander.

1957 PROGRAM CULMINATED IN ANNIVERSARY

The 1957 program was largely pointed in this direc-
y-.nn [-'"""»"•-' ;- *i~-- 25th anniversary celebrated during
rhe Labor Day week-end.

"""
?;i;-£^pat:ch editorialized the celebra-

i vn: "The Highlander school is helping remake the South.
• <*•;<- :'V*'_ ..-'.- - .'<; quiet, modest way. It has much to

io. May ^ts. second Quarter see the fulfillment of the goals

/ freedom arz just'ct *hot guide its modern pioneers."

Modern oicnf"^? ot the anniversary seminar on "The
".-....! S Th * ?; *r...-j:f heard Negro and white leaders
rom througnou* the South discuss the progress made in
+"-• str-jrc'r r.' 1 ?*>•- problem still confronting democracy
•• ?*>£ icL-ih ~iv.o hundred persons ottended the three-day
.--grop-. *>>r- •• '-'',c by talks by the Rev. Martin Luther
»ing and Aubrey Williams, both of Montgomery, Alabama.

Intensive workshop discussion led by leaders of the
Migration movement gave the anniversary participants a
.-"'•:'—

.

' l
t :.._y'jgct;on problem in the South as

e! as a review o'
; High lender's post twenty- five years of

:* -'ce.

Leod*"-s t

r i j j it:f ii !i;

thr <J;,
'
r,!' f

' ;^ read like a roll coll of persons
>nfc :'"itinn struggle. Included were Dr.

..w ».^ „.
, nurnpton Institute; Mr. Alan McSwoin,

r^tor
f Tennessee, Mrs Rosa Parks, Montgomery, Ato-

;~t-:arri Bishcr D Ward Nichols, Jacksonville, Florida.
1 -' ^ ""'i -ip'- j-., Dean of the Rockefeller Memorial

- je«?i, \ -i-^e-s't', s' Chicago, was the seminor chairman.

e ** Movie

The theme cf *he anniversary celebrotion wos perhaps
st summarized by a new Highlander movie premiered

during the Labor Day week-end. The movie, showing Negro

ond white people teaming and working together ot High-

lander, concluded with the lote Zilphia Horton singing

"We Will Overcome."

The spirit of the celebrotion wos phrased by one of

the participants: "One hos to live, «ot, ond folk with both

Negro ond whites to tee how the whole problem boils down

to the simple problem of how to treot another person like

o human being; not like o thing or object for one's private

use or need."

There was time for fun and entertainment during the

Labor Day week-end as Ralph Teffeteller called square
donees ond as Pete Seeger ployed the guitor ond led group
singing.

Participants at the seminar not only shared their

knowledge but pledged $2,500 in financiol support to the
school. With Highlander's federal tax status still undeci-
ded the monies pledged at the program will be o material
contribution to continuation of Highlander's program.

The tox-ruting continues to hold up needed funds from
foundations which ore able to give only to tox-free institu-

tions, but Highlander's program of education for integra-
tion gained renewed vigor from its 25th anniversary pro-
gram.

FIVE WORKSHOPS ATTRACT 217 LEADERS

WORKSHOP IN PROGRESS

While the Labor Day seminor wos the climax to the
school's expanded program, more than 200 porticiponts
in the five workshops this yeor illustrated the sense of
urgency held by Southern whites ond Negro people to keep
working for integration. More work in North Carolina and

--M***
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in Florida and more workshops in 1958/ advocated by
alt leoders attending. V

January and February workshops hod approximately
fifty participants from North ond South Carolina, Florida

and Tennessee.

The school focused its attention on the college stu-

dents during March os thirty-six students from the Univer-

sity of Ohio, Georgia Tech, Emory, Tuskegee, Fisk, Anti-

och, Putney Graduate School ond Bard attended and
turned the spotlight on prejudice.

During April the school opened its doors to informal

groups of three and six as guests from Philadelphia, New
York City and Copenhagen, Denmark, enjoyed the cosual
atmosphere of the school The Executive Council also met
during the month, rounding out a full program for the
staff.

A number of teachers attended the June and July

workshops and students from seven Southern states gove
a thorough airing to the problems of Negroes' registering

ond voting in the South.

As director of workshops, Mrs. Septimo P. Clark mode
extended trips during much of the fall ond winter of 1956-
1957 into the states of North Carolina, South Carolina,

Florida, Georgia ond Tennessee Mrs. Clark has been re-

eenriy nomso director of Education at Highlander. (See
cover).

As reported briefly in the lost annual report, members
of the Highlander staff worked out a progrom of guidance
and assistance to the Negro children at Clinton, Tennessee.
A series of morale-boosting parties ond special-subject

tutoring helped smooth the turmoil in Clinton. The Clinton

program, continuing this year, was highlighted when Bobby
Cain become the first Neg^o in the South to graduate
{ :-rr. n=- r'-c.jrr'Sod public high school.

New Books
Dura.g the summer, George Clifton Edwards of Dallas,

Texcii, dor-afed on invaluable life-time collection of books
primarily or. the South to the Highlander library.

The Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian

Church, U.S.A., has produced a moving picture, "The Face
of the South," which George Mitchell, former chairman of

the Highlander Executive Council, originoted at High-
lander.

INTEGRATED YOUTH CAMP

»-. „*-*«-f\ ,

.. ., V. ...

f;
^^- -~v-iy—r*"> r-frr";

e&ir

In addition to the other activities, *Comp Koinonio-
W;«h'er*:-r vT i*h an interracial staff of eleven adults and
: *., K-. ...^ .;2mpers from 12 states explored the mountain
top durir.g the latter part of June and early July.

The Community program continued apace with High-

lander facilities used regularly all year fey the 4-H club

ond the lake used for swimming and fishing by many of

our neighbors.

HIGHLANDER IN THE FIELD
The leadership training program in the field continued

to move forward in Johns Island, South Carolina ond
Sevier County, Tenn. Shortly after the group at Johns
Island finished remodeling their building a co-operative

store was established and 37 people enrolled in the night

school to learn to read and to write in preparation for

qualifying to vote. In Sevier County, Tennessee, a series of

residential week-end schools developed leodership for a
number of rural communities.

Myles Horton took time out from the school's busy
workshop schedule to address the 43rd annual meeting of

the Notional Conference of Catholic Charities in Konsas
City, in September.

Earlier in the yeor, Mr. Horton represented the Adult
Education Association of the United States at the Ameri-
can-European Conference on Residential Adult Education
in Bergen, Hollond.

FINANCIAL PICTURE
In response to letters regarding the loss of tax exemp-

tion, Highlander has received almost twice as mony indi-

vidual contributions as last year. With this encouragement
the staff has moved forward with plans for a second 25
years with renewed energy and with confidence. The
school is not only gratified with the responses from many
friends, some of whom have doubled their contributions,

but is also pleased with the efforts of committees through-

out the country to raise funds. The New York Committee
is carrying on a fund-raising campaign by letter-writing.

At the Labor Day celebrotion delegates from every

Southern state, many poor, some unemployed because of

the brave stand they hove taken, voted to make monthly

pledges to keep Highlander operating. The friends of

Highlander in Chicago have responded by a national com-
poign for what is being called the Guarantor* Fund. They
propose to enlist 200 people who will pledge a minimum
of $10 o month for the next 12 months. This will provide

a minimum operating budget, a floor, of $2,000 a month.

Larger and smaller gifts beyond this will enable High-

lander to conduct additional workshops and do more ex-

tension work in the field.

Contributors will be mailed a Guarantor card supplied

by Mrs. Emily Woldman, 1329 East 50th St., Chicago 15.

Funds will be deposited in a Highlonder account in o
Chicago bank and once eoch month on authorized High-

londer agent will drow o check remitting to the School the

omount of pledges collected for that month.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT SUMMARY
"Highlander Folk School ended the fiscal year

September 30, 1957 with an operating fund deficit

of $9,193.86. Receipts for the yeor were $39,482.95

ond expenses for the year were $71,273.94 {includ-

ing $6,512.75 provision for depreciation)."

(signed) HARRY V. HERRELL
Certified Public Accountant

Financial statement was prepared by Harry V.

Herrell, CPA, Knoxvitle, Tennessee and o detailed

copy of same will be mailed on request.

TAX EXEMPTION REVOKED

in February the Internol Revenue Service without
warning revoked its previous long-standing ruling that con-
tributions to Highlander were deductible for income-tax
purposes on the basis that Highlander does not qualify os
an educational organization for tax exempt purposes. The
wwnti^ nf tox-exempt status is being protested and
attorneys teel confident that after a review of Highlander's
activities the Internal Revenue Service will restore the tax
exempt status.

This action on the part of the federal government hos
encouraged anti-Highlander statements on the part of
lenrp^ationist Governor hAoriin Griffin of Georgio, and on
September 7 Senator James 0. Eastland of Mississippi,

ithu btoteo, "I om in thorough agreement" with the
n*erna! Revenue Service action making donations to

.s,

_'
.

' .."f. School no longer deductible.

ROGRAM SUMMARY
-"rt'-'ong wcksnops on public school integration; \ College

•->•-,. some subject; 2 Executive Council meetings; 1 Highloncfer
nsu ! tonts r.»eeting, 1 Pre-Christmos party for Clinton pupils; Visitor*
i" A-itir h and Putney, PhilodeIphia, New York, Copenhagen, Den-

mark; Three-doy Seminar
—"Tin Sewrh Thjakiee Abeee1," Auqu* 30-

September 2nd, participant* present from 21 states, over 200 leader*,

Camp Koinonio-'Highlonder three weeks, June 24-Jury J 2; AduH pro-

gram for illiterates and young people, Jonuory 8, February 27, 37

otlended, Johns islond, S. C.

Four residential week-end workshops in Sevier County, Tenn., 75
attended eoch workshop; sponsored a tutoring school in Knoxville far

Clinton Negro pupils; conference with people of Oak Ridge to provide

help for the Negroes of Clinton inconvenienced by me dynamite

blastings; worked with Negroes in Columbia, Tennessee, Ortondo,

Florida ond Greensboro, N. C.

Conferences Attended
Notional Adult Education ossociotion meeting in Atlantic City,

November 12-15, 1956; Alpha Koppo Alpha convention In AtJonto,

Go., Dec. 26-31, 1956; South Carolina Sociol Workers Conference, Nov.

1. 1956; Southern Conference Educotionot Fund, Atlonto, Go., Febru-

ory 2-3, 1957; Southern Mountain Workers Conference, February 21-

23, 1957; Council on Christian Foith ond Humon Relations; Economic

Resource ond Development Committee of Southern Mountain workers

in Berea, Kentucky, May 3, 1957; Phelps-Stokes Conference at Capo-

hosic, Virginia, June 22-23, 1957; American-European Conference on
Residential Adult Education, Holland, June 30-July 11, 1957; Notional

Conference of Catholic Charities in Kansas City, Missouri, Sept. 14-18,

1957.

Publicity

Articles about Highlander oppeoring in 1956-1957—Ifieceeeeeet

Cell, February, April; Seirthern *«triet, September; Carolina Tmmm,
February, April, Macon Doily Tiw»et, September; Palmetto Leader, June;

Atlanta Censtttntian, September; Chattanooga Ttetet, September; lir-

eiinflh«m News, September; NasKville Tennesseen, September; Nctfevfll*

•enntr, August, September; The Packing House Worker, September;

New York Times, July; Chattanooga Free Press, September; Ada*
Leadership, June.

HIGHLANDER'S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mrs. Helen Boss, Benedict College, Columbia, S. C;

Mrs. Sarah Potton Boyle, Box 3183, University Station,

Charlottesville, Va.; Dean B. R. Brazeal, Morehouse Col-
lege, Atlanta, Go.; Mrs. Septima Clark, Highlander Folk
School, Monteogle, Tenn.; Mrs. Harry Gerahon, 1590
Harvard Road, N.E., Atlanta 6, Go.; t>r. Charles Gomillion,
Dean, Tuskegee Institute, Ala.; Mrs. Grace Hamilton,
Atlanta Unban League, 239 Auburn Ave., N.E., Atlanta,
Go.; G. R. Hathaway, Secy-Treos., United Packinghouse
Workers of America, 608 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5; Mr*.
John Etto Hayes, 2519 Heimon St., Nashville, Tenn.; Dr.
John Hope II, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.; Myles
Horton, Highlander Folk School, Monteogle, Tenn.; Mr.
Esau Jenkins, 244 Spring St., Charleston, S. C.

Dr. Lewis Jones, Rural Life Council, Tuskegee Insti-

tute, Ala.; Miss May Justus, Route 1, Tracy City, Tenn.;
Mr. Stewart Meacham, Apt. 1704C, 453 Fronklin Roose-
velt Dr., New York; Mrs. Rosa Parks, Holly Tree Inn,
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va.; Rev. Eugene Smothers,
Calvary Presbyterian Church, Big Lick, Tenn.; Dr. P. A.
Stephens, 1917 Citico Ave., Chattanooga; Jordan Stokes
III, Attorney-at-Law, Sudekum Bldg., Noshville; Miss Lu-
cille Thornburgh, Associate Editor, East Tennessee Labor
News, 311 Morgan St,, Knoxville; Mrs. Arnetta Wallace,
5120 So. Parkway, Chicogo; Mr. Tom White, Sec, Broth-
erhood of Railroad Trainmen, Lexington, Tenn.; Aubrey
Williams, Publisher, Southern Form %, Home, Montgomery
1, Ala.; Charles Wilson, Tenn. Rep., Int'l Union of Mine
Mill & Smelter Wkrs., P.O. Box 51, Columbia, Tennj
Mrs. George Wolfe, 7901 Carroll Ave., Takoma Pork 12,
Md.; Professor J. E. Pierce, Alabama Stote College, Mont-
gomery, Ala.
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SUBJECT

:

DIRECTOR, FBI (G5-T3H) '

4%*r ty*
DATE:

0ft.

lei

21^5?arsons-
J

? Mr. Rosen:™—- {

sac, Philadelphia (ioo-3448^L INFORMATION cd^M|§EE ?

HEREIN IS UNCLASS;Fji
a^£i

HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL DATE^jSMjN__BY ST$
IS - C c?^3^

*i

_^:

$

><M

:••.:•;.«?

;*-.-*,>

Former Special Agent
.

advised ___ ,

on 12/16/57 that on 12/14/57 he received in the
mail unsolicited a copy of the following publication:
"Highlander Folk School."

The paper, published by thei$€orgla Commission on
Education, 220 Agriculture Building, 19 Hunter Street,
Atlanta 3, Ga., consists of four pages and lists the Communist
affiliations of persons in attendance at the Labor Day Weekend
1957 Seminar at Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Term. Pages
3 and 4 of the paper are devoted to pictures of the mixture of
the races of persons in attendance at this school.

The editorial comment mentions that in this issue
readers have seen pictures of the leaders of every major race
incident in the South from May 1954 until the time of the Labor \

Day 1957 meeting of the Communist Training School, Highlander
Polk School, Monteagle, Term. It was also mentioned that names ***
of the national figures are easily identified with their pictures

\

and it is the intention of the publishers to identify all the ~*

leaders and participants of this Communist Training School.
Therefore, it would be appreciated if readers would identify
any Individual they know in^ the photographs. The editorial is
signed Governor MARVIJiififtlFS'IN with Executive Secretary listed
as T. TJ<WTXLIAMS, jg7, 220 Agriculture Building, 19 Hunter
Street, " S.W., Atlanta, Ga..._

Fprmer SA
request, fie ad3ed he wished to make
the paper was unsolicited and he does
obtained his name and address.

\J^J£) - Bureau (65-7511 .) (REGISTERED MAIL)
I 2 - Atlanta (REGISTERED MAIL)

1 - Knnxville (info) (61-12)
2 - Riiladelphia

does not intend to reply to the above

<&;&
fin.

100-3448)
100-20307)

)
6 JAN 17 1958

r

RECORDS - tt y,

INDEXED -19 'r

it a matter of record that
not know how the publishers

^/^7jr//-3/
/->?
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On 12/20/57 , former SA MNlHNfrmade available
u to SA dMHPa copy of the "High3aider Folk School" which

he received unsolicited in the mail.

Inasmuch as these papers were received by two former
Special Agents, the possibility exists that former agents are
being canvassed regarding their knowledge of CP subjects in an
effort to publicize and identify individuals pictured in above-
mentioned publication.

Inasmuch as this publication is apparently receiving
nation-wide distribution, this copy is being retained in the
Philadelphia Office.

Atlanta is requested to advise if the extent of the
distribution of this publication is known and if information
reflecting the receipt of the publication by others in the
Philadelphia area is desired.

,***
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

I Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

i—J Deleted under exemptions) j^Deleted under exemption* s) z_ with no segregable

material available for release to von.

L_J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

l_J Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

.J Documents) originating with the following government agoncy(ies) _

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

PagHs) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

..:>, «.:! of availability upon return of the materia I to the FBI.

i ' agt • <. ?.

.

; w ithheld for the foilowing reason < s )

:

T'\>: your information: LtTTZll f~Kci^ /#>'* a Pwry

fno* following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

• >' ' l'Sh—Xlc
j

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) \
$N0 DUPLICATION FEE x
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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ST/SNDAWP FO«M MO. •*

Office Men, .^r«*/;2 • UNITED SIATFS GOVERNMENT

TO

7
.4'

DIRECTOR, FBI 7611)(G5- DATE. 1/21/58

JL
SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

SUBJECT

<rrV:

: ^^GHLANDEBu^EjQLILSCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
is-c ~

Re Knoxville letter to Cincinnati dated 1/9/58.
Cincinnati letter to Knoxville dated 1/13/58.

Cincinnati by referenced letter furnished the following
information to Knoxville:

Attached is a mimeographed circular captioned "Official
Statement of Policy, Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,"
and what appears to be a copy of an article allegedly appearing
in the "New York Times", Sunday, 12/22/57, concerning this school.
These two items were furnished by mail to the Cincinnati Office

••/•r

v

^

___^ said he believed this was probably circulated to all
newspapers throughout the United States.

In the future Cincinnati is requested to furnish information
directly to the Bureau with a cc for Knoxville.

4T- Bureau (Encl-2) (RM)

m3

&i*%

M . -y.
*'»

ll^owuie
1 (100-2581) (RM) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

/wjW
HEREIN

DATU
S UNCLASSIFIED

Ei_BY££ B

*
la JAN 24 1958

I
5Hi',3P 221-

Mfc-^ff.t!'

N 281358
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LEADERS DEFEND

SCHOOL IN SOUTH

Condemn Attacks on Adult

Center—Deny It Seeks

to Stir Racial Strife

'3 * - ^~

c >

CO >-.

By JOHN N. POPHAM
SjweUi to Ofc« New York Timtt.

MONTEAGLE, Tenn., Dec. 21

—A statement "strongly con-

demning" attacks on the High-
lander Folk School as a "Com-
munist-training school'' to stir

racial strife in the South was
made public today.

Myles Horton, director of the

school, released the statement

over the signatures of Mrs.

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dr. Rein-

hold Niebuhr, Protestant theo-

logian; Msgr. John O'Grady, Na-
tional Conference of Catholic
Charities, and Lloyd K. Garri-
son, former Dean of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Law School.

Highlander, situated on a
Cumberland mountain plateau
about equidistant from Nash-
ville and Chattanooga, is a resi-

dent center for adult education
"to study and discuss challeng-
ing social, educational and eco-
nomic problems confronting in-

dividuals
.
and communities in

the South."

Dr. King at Meeting

The school, emphasizing labor
organizational techniques, was
ounded twenty-five years ago.
|ts sessions are racially non-
iscriminatory and from time
o time it has come under at-
k from protesting groups.
ast Labor Day week-end,

Highlander conducted a twenty-
fifth anniversary seminar at
which participants discussed
"the implications of integration
for such groups as churches,
schools and trade unions."
Among those attending were

Dr. Alonzo G. Moron, president

of Hampton Institute; Charles;

Gomillion, dean of students at
Tuskegee Institute; Rev. David
H. Brooks of Tallahassee, Fla.;

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King.
Negro clergyman who directed
the Montgomery (Ala.) bus
boycott and Dr. John Hope 2d,

a professor at Fisk University.
In October, the Georgia Edu-

cation Commission, headed by
Gov. Marvin Griffin, charged
that the Labor Day seminar had
constituted a "Communist-train-
ing school" to promote "meth-
ods and tactics for precipitat-

ing racial disturbances."
The commission said that it

had sent an* "agent" to "in-
filtrate" the seminar. Commis-
sion officials held that "there
assembled at Highlander were
the leaders of every major race:

incident m the South" since the I

Supreme Court decision outlaw-
\

Ing public school segregation
statutes.

The commission was also told
that a number of persons ac-
cused by Attorney General Eu-
gene Cook of having Commu-
nist sympathies and affaiationa
had attended the seminar.
The statement released by

Mr. Horton noted that four-
page pamphlet, bearing the im-
print of the Georgia Education
Commission, was "now being
distributed" and that It at-
tacked the Highlander School
as communistic. The statement
charged that 250,000 copies of
the pamphlet were being cir-
culated.

Action Is Criticized

The statement quoted Mr.
Horton as declaring that "High-
lander did not and does not
welcome enrollment of anyone
with a totalitarian philosophy
whether from the extreme right
or the extreme left; nothing butj
more trouble can come from
the White Citizens Councils and
the Communist party's infiltra-
tion into groups seeking a demo-
cratic solution to our problems
since both are morally bank-
rupt." The statement went on'.

"The attempt of the Georgia
Governor's commission to draw
from the serious and fruitful
deliberations of this gathering
sustenance for the efforts of
the Southern racists to equate
desegregation with communism
evokes our strong condemna-
tion.

"This kind of irresponsible
demagoguery is obviously de-
signed to intensify the diffi-

culties confronting decent
Southerners who might other-
wise give leadership in the ad-
justment necessary for the de-
segregation which is inevitable."

The statement also held that
it was "morally indefensible" to
distribute material damaging to

the reputation of those attend-
ing the Labor Day seminar. It
urged that "the vast majority of
Americans irrespective of geo-
graphical location join us rather
than Governor Griffin in sub-
scribing to Highlander's poli-

cies of equal opportunity."
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Monteagle, Tennessee

We reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and
freedom to all} in democracy as an expanding concept encompassing human relations
from the smallest community organization to international structure} and permeatir
all economic, social and political activities.

Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to

freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education and
health} to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the community
and to equal access to public services.

We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full voice in
industry through unions } or farmers are given a voice in the market place through
cooperatives; or when freedom of thought and discussion is limited} that democracy
is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination and segregation} that there must
be diversity of approach but each step must be in conformity with the goal, which
is dishonored by each undemocratic act.

**.' *

md

5«

*M&k

UJ

With a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that
gets in the way, whether it be totalitarian communism, or fascism
or monopoly dominated capitalism,

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating
leadership for democracy. Our services are available to labor,
farm, community, religious, and civic organizations working toward
a democratic goal.

The nature of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs
of the students ,

Use of the services of the School by individual organizations will be in
accordance with their own policies so long as these policies do not conflict with

/^TNthe purposes of the School, A staff member will assist in planning and coordinate
•'^^Qvall programs,

v— The policies and programs of the School are wholly determined by an Executive

Q

C.I CO >-
• '£*>

£"£V- *** '
i ,- .

C£ GOo —

Council composed of the staff and recognized Southern leaders,

Highlander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals,
ligations served by the School, foundations and tuition*

The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive
goal. An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles
and traditions of the American people must be created. By
broadening the scope of demooracy to include everyone, and
deepening the c oneejt^q. ryio l uae

|N,ev,firy
relat ions hip , the

of democracy would 1 gr^^v-ast an^
r
so determined that nothing

undemocratic could tand in its'patEi" ~~
' / /~?£~ / /—.
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Mrs. Roosevelt Sends CheckG.O.P. OF STATE

PLAN BIG RALLY

AT KNOXVILLE
forty to Pick Condidates

For U.S,, State Posts;
• Kruesi Boomed

Th* »e*t teporteet w»rtint in^ ***•# 7"t»~ lootaa for T»«.
r

"" rn »*publi<ar* Wttfntsdar,
**« 0*7 wlU •»•« in »*,, „;.
**nu*» at XMx*Ua> V> *.m# „ n .

Ad*!* fm UoJi*d ftutM Mfuior
*o^nw •** r*ilrt*d ewrumuior,.'
W-.fnd »i*i« ftmhir pUaj for ch f

•Hi
01
Jis

*m*s *"**> **»*«
SH :

,

k**d *'^ **<*•" f«J theWM u wv*'"» to put atronf men
MMfffM."*!.

*or to *** important

«.
™y?lot*T of th« convection will/

fi&i^E. "H 1** ,°* CoB«f— from
££?? ^£?" *hor* ^ known ** «,«/

.—T^Jk a no lea *p**it«r •
]r^W*™ "ttempted te brin*

vLfw 2
rork

- d0wn fcr th. ££VMbto. but th« former «ndid«t.

wi/rt that h# wc^ild b« un»M* tokm New; y^ ^cnxM »*£

»IG CJKOfe? TO GO
fS
A
r««5* *roup of Hamilton

Jfcs coawr.iien. A Republican«d*r *«jd Saturday fa, wJuJd
a"

o* «urpri .M tt * j t„ t 50 JociJnden at* prwnt Wednesday

-fi3,;'B« ^-'ttnoowm who may
•tt«itf the muring mrf PtuI /
£tiS;i

1,

SyJ
tr <Vht »»PubI/eM

«*ttonal Advi»ory Committee* Toa*z*r vohjuon, member of the districtRepublican comm-ttee; HarrrC
e»ro*ufn, chatrman of the HamiU*m C-^y W.IJki. aubT J«o»,
Horac. HuB^hri^ cb Sirm*T^j
^J*?*11 - ? c^*> publico
rJL" n

S-MWteuw*: John c.
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!
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' »^oun«d*«^r «*pi*«#rit»t»wt Short had

wt« of tht invention. b££
wifr^/trf f *ttend «>*^-
vention, uM. ht had invited Sn.
{5-eatotiv. Johc j, JeD^d ^
KnojcwL*. to latroduo* Sbort Jan.
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tean W, X. Devia, Tu^rtll, of the

state eommittee, will preside.

Short represents the Seventh

District In Missouri. He tu for-

merly » college professor and Bap-

ti»* n-i^'it^r He l» » ranking mem-
ber of" the Military Affaire Com-
mittee of the House, and was •

candidate for the Republican vice-

presidential nomination. Since Jan

1, he bu spoken tor the perty in

t3 etatea.

Prominent Republicane mentioned

for the gubernatorial nomination

are Ralph Tedder, of Roekwood,
known a* » fluent speaker; C N.

Presler, of Cmd«n; Bailay Welsh,

of Memphis, and John C Gotna,

of Chattanooga. Premier haa been

mentioned for either the senatorial

ro gubernatorial nomination, as have

Tedder and Kay Jenkins, of Knox-
villa

HOOPER POR KRUESt
The KJioxviUa Journal .yesterday

q\:oie6 femur Gov. Bars Hooper, of

Newport, ti saying that Mr. Krueai

should be drafted for tha Senate,

and that I>r. G. V. Dyar, of Nash-
ville, Yenderbilt University pro-

le«or, would b« a formidable- can-

did et« for governor.

,_„» - .jU," Hooper was
quoted, "nam* Paul Kruesi or

noma othar man equal to him for

United State* senator, and you will

aa« a raal race in Tenneasae in
KovambaT.*'

Attempt* may again ba mada to
draft *li , Kru«»i at Knoxville, but
St It b»'i-v?d h« will daclina to
tfwr.i* his Li•rests to the Willkle
^.*. .. .-*.. » >:. 11*1 feu J.'ashville

about & we*i no. A Krue»i draft
movcrnect cUrt*d in Kashvilla, but
tw.. *--. .,»..«.,.. .-, ,4 hs tf«tired
«c 4«*cia uj eff-irv* to 'Aillkia.

btM.fi.MAd (« U» wiUlUva potx

r- -v ^.w -«,.,« •*»*, k^^ >M-B .

**t*nt-» soenU»««d for lis J* powiUon.
Ch*i--..r-Ri rxvs* announced eev

*r>' •* -• **-• i * had named How
mtH .* «v»h»t, of HunUvtUa, at-t— rr; -..•-: of th« Nineteenth
<

;

-"-u -» r-»:..-i^ for tha Repub-
lican Ucxet in tha coming cam-
pe.gn. _**ker «-a«< tha party's nom-
i.«* J-s. a,we.<-. - In the 3938 cam-
pa 'gn.^ H* hu taken i leading
S"-tr» "a .;'.9*» Re;-afcL'can affalra
io^ the past several yean.

Public (nvifed Today
By M**r: ro 5coL»? Camp

SifMy-eigbt Boy g-outg and lead-
er* art aaaesibled it Camp Davis
V"

" V
" '"•'-' *-<*." 1 i encampment

Ahv"-« t-S »—

:

P *.*, teouta from
^.....^.^ _>^^ui -frttaburg and

^ Icb .*(-.it* »re divided into 10
patrol, ilerplng under 10 teparate
. A ptlro; !ead?j ig in charge

'' •«'•' '*'' -^ ' patrol move* a*
a unu. ncrt oodot jj^ given to
a\-,J S-a ur:> acr evement*.
Ti. $»„:u. U invited to attend

the carr.p ;,r*^r«m Sunday evening
•t « o dock. \ .

Th* nm -weVk will start Wednes-
?*/' ^ ui U ^c ="u desiring to at-

' -•: ?^«-s;er at:**"
' ;< * '- » '-irth

o e*i

^o« Wcjt*. nlnhture airplane eac-
P*-'- " :; " ' l ^»»r tamp here
nart it«t for olctmr aeouta. PItan
ii*n.r\Mr a* ftooz w poaathla.

* Freaeooe of » man namel Ooafhe

at tha Highlander folk School, from

New York City, paid by « check

from the Hew Terk City treasurer.

created something of a stir about the

"liberal" institution near Mont-
aagle, according to information

reaching The Newa-Tree Preee last

night
The faclmile-of th« ehack with

which Mrs. Ileanor Rooeavelt wife

of the President, paid for « echolar-

ship to ba given by the school, was
brought in by the same informant

a reliable eltiien of Tracy City.

Last Sunday's Newe-Free P
presented an exclusive story of the

disowning of Polk School eupport

by Representative Estea Kefaurer.

The letter from a Tracy City citizen

which brought the answer from tha
congressman read as follows:

Jul7 », 1M0.

Hon. Estea Kefauver, Member of
Congress.

Washington, X>. C
Dear Mr. Kefaueert

I have noticed with eonsidereble

concern the fact that you aeam to

bav« received considerable support
either solicited or unsolicited, from
the Highlander polk School et

Monteagle, Tenn. We, locally, feel

that this ©TganiMtion i§ definitely

of the fifth column type, and their

action and retards lead u» to believe

that the7«are closely allied wtth the

Commtsniat etganiaetios. V-f

While I understand that you wnst
be aympethetic to the people aa
whole, I feel that you, aa a etatca-

man, are wholly bb favor ef
American daanooretie term ef
eminent end having been to. eloae

contact with thla Highlander Polk
School since Its organisation, X defl

nltely know that they are not
friendly to our form of government
This matter is brought to your

attention through friendship for

you and my loyalty to our form of

government and trust that on your

next visit to our locality you will

make e special point of doing some
personal investigation of this outfit

before you become definitely allied

with them, or in lending your in-

fluence towarda furthering their

movement
May I take this opportunity of

thanking you for your interest In

securing tha replacement of taxes

which were seemingly tost through

the TVA.

Some toll bridge attendantg now
use paper bags to, prevent a shock

of static electricity. Motorists are

ask to drop their toll payment into

the beg, the paper serving as insula-

tion against tha shock.

IN AREASUHDM j

No Relief From Tor

Weather Expect*^

High of 85 Loomi

Only a few showers, aayt

weatherman— making no

that there will be enough n

chase away the beet wave

nearly a month eldj. .

The official forecast tails

partly cloudy wtathar with a

local showers today. There win
]

little change to temperature,

an expected high of IS degree^

thereabouts this afternoon..

August continues to be

hot with each day so far

well above normal High
through Saturday was
Aug. 1; when the mercury
to 96 degrees. So far, six out i

10 days had temperatures

nineties. Low for the moo
M degrees, recorded on the

Only one day has had a
able amount of rain through

day noon, with a total of LOS

recorded Aug. ?.

Red Cross Shows How NOT to Attempt Rescue of

5 Itfe MriS £™^!? i"™* J"'
frie

.
nds ""• P°werl«" to *ld him. The/ to

Warner Fark. Lurs it etdbiw 1U^ht1o( with nrinualM
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etuctfem lis*.
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It m our intention to five no further

publicity to the Highlander Folk School'!

anniversary ^celebration Sunday. The le«»

written about this breeder of discord and

class hatred, the better. We cannot refrain,

however, from callinf attention to the

aainlne keynote addreae of I>r. Alva W.
Taylor with its thinly veiled invitation for

Strife in the South. Yet, this meeting waa

called In the interest, allegedly, of unity for

victoryl We digress from our intended

alienee merely to remark that the meeting

Justified the criticism we made of It in ad-

vance. The beet contribution the Folk School
^ ^^^ gi

could make to victory and to the aouth plains, N.

own
tlckete

Any fi

ere
act of
expert*

acribei

the

The
have
both
buy tic)

Quences
pective

that woi
Mr. Curl«

••5^

.L*

right now would be to euepend for the dura-

tion and let its faculty and agitatori find

placee somewhere in the service of the

country. " " "
" .

'V* "
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'

" "" --

"
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The meeting took ?>lace la mm ,-

dining room of the Ross Hotel And
"

Mrs. Roosevelt eat next to Mylc* /'.

Horjon, who is.himsdf a director 0*
the school" in the Tennessee moun-
tains out from Monteagle,!that las*

'

aroused * the Jre^*nd attention . <&^ * :;.

Martin Xhas. -
•.' *'r-

!

•% »'- "?"*"» Jr-V*? ?'

There .were about ^0 repraseoia- , .

'

Uves-i of.:ther«cbo61. present ^They v%-'-,--,

had traveled by automobile -to * ' ' •

Chattanooga, bringing their "taaA" -+\wu

.

with them—sandwiches and wpples,

the latter .grown on their mountain "r^/H'
topv and were served coffee by .the **- .:

j

hotels •/••••, > *-..* ;'.- .\i.v •;- „»;:,•;
"

1 5his^ group _"had been ^ttradad ...

.here, by the second Southern Con- Ti... :

I
ferenee for ^iuinan' Weliare' now in '

;

session 'at the Memorial" 'Audi-'^.r'./--,

tdriunv' and 'many; conference ^of-' * ' -

fidals fat In On the ^folk iehooT •
' .^

'

v
*

dtaneti--- /••«" r* ,.* rv '

j
'•^'"",

*"-t
The •*Hlghlaoder»*i wtre -engaged

-.^i Iv *-

in mass singing when Mrs. Roose*" •

velt came in with. I>iv FranksPr > /-- - . >:,

Graham/ president, Universtty ^f », ^-i
- t-V

Ncs-th Carolina, .*ad chairman I-4C y--.- > ?.

of the conlerence,' with oihe- rank- >, •*-'•_**

ing officials. They kept on singing ^ "'"; /
*'

—"We shall not be moved. Justliks*
" '„/»' ,

•^J a tree."~«ttractive Mr^MylesBoc< '*.y
s
'- x

*« f^T. t^1 conducting with graceful '.arm '.'.'>".

•-'Vi^'-* movements—"We shatt -not- -Vt i

*^.»*"

moved—we're fighting fof our ebil*. :
.*•_'

dren-=-we shall not be moved/* - -** f- «? •
."

And then there was a calm- MyW .'«:•'.

Horton sat -pn one . aide <& . Mrs* < ' '

'>

Boosevelt He smiled from ear to v
, >

ear,. Myles Horton has attracted -^-.^
well known national figures to hit
school, but he was smiling over
one of his greatest dreams, -a dream \.'

•' ":

that Mrs. Roosevelt some day araild^ >Jv*>j*
-

** ! <CanttanM en. Fage g, CMnaan'f)
A* * &t y

• '

—

. » -. ' *f« . ^ V »-

*»M 2 Children ^se IJvc^;^
When Farn jvbu'sfe Burns' *f
STANT>ORD, KJ April IB <AP)#

—Two children »I*'Mr. and* Mrs.
Charles Warren
yesterday Jn a liW that
their home in tbe'paeVf
cinity, - while the parents « *era ^
working Jn»*. field soma distapeft.^
away, -;*.-.-..- -.*;;'.•,"-•

and* Mrs. 4-

to death
[destroyed. • •*

Creak ivV :v
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4an Black Be* fleet hf* ****•*

maneuver*. Tht.radio added
»J*

-

-the Black Sea fleet * «« » *}•
•f fall prepared™ nd the e*m
«f the Reviet eeiUrs ha*

• aew peak." y
IW

>;'

FOLKSCHOOL

DRAWSJPRAJSE
(CeotiMed f»» ^«t

*>..

to laooteagle. And he

seeing the fulfillment of the am
tSnTto !t *• ww eddreestog^a

£Si of np«i«itrtnita« toi*

tactttaOen. ••* '? '1 -
''•

be* ww**
, I* *•?»•*»*.

Ware** , _ ,
•tb* «rwut» Wan be*. *»• .* . _

DomtaSSi. wbo * lf«Jit «JVMmM by enamia* *l «*• aebool.

wither! quietly emo**fJ•*£
Th. apple cores *»d sandwichil»
main* had not been reawt^ from

th. lunch P«P«" *
h*L£f^S

the table, but Mr*. BooeeveU didnt

m« theae. ... , .*, ....--"

-It fives me great pleasure to

be here," Mid the **«Jf%«
the Land. ... "1 have been trying

£ £d o«t what the Hinder
TolkBchool ia. . : . I am much inter-

ested in wb*t you ««***« to
A£

for it is a much needed work- AM
it li a great thing to go back home

id try to educate the people in the

rural mountain aectiona. - • • »"
SV7 assumed a heavy reeponslbil-

Sy and the taak of a much needed

}

°Mra RoowveK"'wj'**, *•
;couldn-t atay but a minute, but, tol

Wing ber estebli^ed custom -toe

agreed to anawer questions, ftating

Til Just have time lor two. - .

Someone aaked herein!™ "bout

the Deed for worker.* education

schools. Mr*. Boo«velt responded

Sfahe had been interested for a

long time in thk ""£?*£££
«reat de*l *more ainee Heroen

Smith, director of the workers-edu-

cation service of the WPA became

interested In thla work. .-- -.:»
-

*T^5nk workers' education la of

treat value, and almost a »«*»-
E? ahe said, strongly emphasising

the importance of eelling communi-

Ka^rthe idea "A great deal of

tact is required.", fa:

•Jj^
n«*3

programs, aba eaW. She rtre»ed

the point that such program* were

« groat value ^toe employer as

weU as the worker, in that toe em-

ployer received greet** returns in

educated worker*. - v. ._*_ ,._
Mrs. Booeevelt found to«t «he

didpt have time^or Mother ques

Son as the hour was at hand for

w«T «^w»i at the Memorial Audi-

for Hurnan ^clfatf, :
-»> ^;" *

thefull «tary wouMbe *****&»
,

long ** possible to order -to confuse

FT£I&ZZ *eeVa*^e|
to this morning who commsnoea

••
a»^S' *•**• *-'
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Head of Highlander In-

stitution 'Confers
W»w

'"
Gov. Cooper '•;•;•

tbacy .
crry, .^ *£„£

wtroi —The wmpaiP1 ^ "t »L«

*on, Tracy c"*^?rrri»ttl **«»*"-

wen to ^JJ!^?- compM^tivt,

ln*cti
.

vit7 .SXSrn ScUli erf

Tuesday »l«hVSe
^!Sl2ed* e**4*
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3rundy Official Says
<ing Letter Absurd,
Figures Misleading
F 11 Its Says 'Rotten Propaganda Probably

Originated' in Highlander Folk

School, Whence King Comes
Present* of a number

the Southern Conferroce
•oroely the following from
o :_. ' '". '. C*>untY.

Dillard King, of Monteagle,
Press in which King, attacked

defending Grundy County.
Mr. King pictured Grundy __

desolation and Mr. Fults resents vigorously the criticism ox

-is home section, saying that '"probably all this rotten propa-

ganda ori£ ;Ji3ted
M

in Highlander Folk School, whence comes

Mr. King.
*"

what about the other i,650, I will
uk him who mine* all the coal,
and dee* the farming over the coun
ty? The Palmer mine alone fur-
nishes employment for oyer 400
men, to aay nothing of the mines in
other parti of the county, and the
truckmen who haul thousand* of
truck load* of coal to other counties
leu fortunate man we

U.ftM PEOPLE — m CABS
Mr. King mention* the deplorable

condition of the homes throughout
the county, and especially along the
highway between Monteagle and
Beershebe Springs, but he fail* to
mention the tact that in driving
over this 26 mile* of food highway
he pastes two Grundy Coast?
huik*. both in a sound, thrifty eon-
dition, the assets of one of which

richest county in Oat state, but I
do say it is not the f*orest We
have a number of people on re-

lief, and I am not advocating taking

a single person off the relief roll*

a* I realize mere would be consid-

erable suffering if it was not for
the relief In thi* county, but every-

one knows this is true for moat ev-
ery other county in the state, and
e^wry state In the union.
I have heard It hinted that if

I am * candidate again for an of-
fice in this county I would lose a
large number of votes as a result
of the stand I have taken in defend-
ing Grundy County. J am glad to
live in the land at the tree and the
hone of ttH

jKr
8

to TIM Ck*rt«»<wf* W*»*-fr** ft***:

v , . ^„ v ?# k*«.
; called to

as ertirfc which appeared in a re-

._. -j {,«* ~* *v- vewn-Tree Press,

D/JS.-C Xing, of Mont-

's.-er to an article written

f.-> ». ^.ks ago regard-

:« :.-. 1!-undy County.

.b. C't not know Mr,

h to 3&y he is affiliated

*-:„- y,« w i^ '->-(..er Folk School

ntn Me-"' eagle. -**hich ha* recent-

\f tft.... ^ -it. :*.-» ligation for its

alleged Communistic activities, and

frorr; which probably all this rotten

propaganda originated.

It is bad enough when outsiders

v
.. ^ v. •- ,._. >,_• w>,»t<. it comes

to on* of oat own clUrerj trying to

vr.ticc h>

cat's, in a/

c-j Luyt f -

King,

would like for us to believe. Ilbad sTh* would have us beUev*
would like for him to tell us howl^^ ^>e»o«t be pack op M* b*
these "starving people" of Grundy I \nr

^g^g. snd take off for BmssUT

* Edver'.i-e

«4f 'wirW ••!

wr awn county to the

« cewpooi of disease,

•- r'Hivn: jn, it is beyond
*:-''—'tand. I am

- r a-t» «J mf to look over

fc.j^.anc* oi Grundy
if\.v' *,.";;;- **OP2 so doing
«e

/f:
^•tsii%r*,ia

--a*- a: i*:*
8 f«>r Gru^j

haven't had a single death from

typhoid, scarlet fever, or smallpox

in this county for the past four

year*, while the rate for the state

was 3.8 for typhoid and 0J for

scarlet fever, during 193*.

Mr. King should see the health

parade of the 1.400 grammar school

children who have passed every

health test of our efficient health

department and pronounced in per-

fect health, and given blue ribbons.

ABSURDITIES EXPOSED
Mr. King asked the very absurd

question of why all the coal mined

in this county i* not bought by

Grundy County people, and why It

has to be shipped out of the county

k> be sold. If all the coal mined in

Grundy County in one year was
equally di*tributed, every family in

the county would get approximately

seven carload* <over 200 ton*) of

coal I will ask Mr. King what on

earth any family would want with

seven carload* of coal?

Mr. King tells as sawmill* of the

county only furnish a living for
j to know

County paid into the county court

clerk's office last month over $5,000

in cash for number plates for these

cars and trucks.

Mr. King refers to the farms of

thi* county as rock piles and bluff*.

I wonder if he has ever been in

Pelham Valley, Paynes, "Burrows,

Fults, Hubbard* and Northcut*

Coves, j» on Collin* River when

crops are growing on these "rock

piles"
'

I wonder If be know* that the

farm *f Ernest StampfU, ef

Gmetli, was pronounced the best

track farm to the state ef Ten-

nessee by the Department ef Ag-
riculture- I alee wander If he

knows that ».«• poands of cab-

bage baa been grown en **»•

men near Altamont and were aeld

fee $5W and that $1*5 worth ef

strawberries were sold from one

acre of new ground last year,

X would like for Mr. King todri

LEWIS P. FULTS.
ajtsdpnt, Teon.

UK£V

)Ut 50 people and

;ve
yt*.

out the Palmer Road ^.^
snd see the new bnfLgOi
along the highway./ * ^* J

to visit the farm
Mr. Stoker and a
they took like

Now I am nob

1>&3^S

"SSSrati
«*«*}*

t*lr tt.-

,-iJ.f m
- nit tr .. - .*-r

r Coants-

f"'* 1^
7 »**e, iu»d
,liJr laree

the
-**• %

.J! (,t Mi t)»
that Wej
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twU2«ir^ /1 wr lor ,tbe 4**tiM -worker*

Meal* were served to ths m*i*i

es»embly room, which contained a

table Urge enough t* faed the 18

to 25 students who attend the reg-

ular courses.
STUDENTS FROM C. t, 0.

These student* repre*ent C. L O
union* la the variou* parte of the

South, and attend a regular six-

,
weeki' course. At the last session,

4> just ended, la student* were pres-

.
\
ent. AD of them are expected to

'

return to their organization* and
'

localities to spread the doctrine

*, taught at Highlander and to be-

, come active as organizer*.
* Classes, In the most part, are

held In this large assembly room
"

as moit of the student* are taking

(the *ame course*. The expense*

of the student average* about $100

and either he or bis union must
pay. There are a few scholarship*

1 available at the school.

According to Horton and others.

H the Highlander School wa* started

l about 20 years ago a* a cooper-

*| atlve project for the Summerfield

r5*-WMW

V
**S

<X**

Community In Grundy County,

near where It is located.

Dr. Lillian Johnson, a teacher at

r TV«* T«"»«****• State Teach-

ers' College, built lb* school la an

attempt to provide the mesns for

bettering condition* for the com-
munity resident*.

SHARES SOLO AT |S

1 wa* told by A If Kilgore, who
fnrrn* the W acre* belonging to

the Highlander School and who
mi a member of Dr. Johnson's

»;. ifcrr.pt, 1M1 shares In ths project

were sold to Grundy County resi-

dent* at S5 aacb.
"She bad travelled in Europe

and wanted u* to set a cooperative

h*r* like they have la Denmark *

Kilgorc said. "H*r plan didn't

work out and In a ft* years, she

icava us «»ur mcoey back- However,

jjr. Johnson stayed on and * v«~'
years later became acquainted with

Horton." '
'

Horton told me that be worked

for. more than a year in Grundy

County before he convelved tbe

-dea for Highlander School.

"I became friend* with as many
Grundy County resident* a» I

could so they wouldn't become aus-

picious of mc,M he said.

Xt was on July «. 1M* th»t tt*

school was officially Incorporated

under the laws of the state of

TconcMe* ^ndsr those provisions

of the statute* that provide for In-

corporation of "Any literary or

scientific undertaking a* a. college

:4 or university, with powers to con-

*
ier degrees, en academy, uebsting

'\ „»i0tv. a lyceum, the establish-

ment of * siui-ej-y. the support of

a historical society, the organiza-

tion and support of a battlefield

association, tbe promotion of

music, painting snd the fins arts;

tbe aupport of board* of trade or

chamber* of. commerce or other

objerta of the Uke tutfurs."-

The charter further read that:

PURPOSES ClTEO,
*The particular purpose* for

wfcWb tbl* charter I* u "*** *£
. -J She sufipor. of the Highlander Folk

\V\hfr*z\\r the education of adult

'
l
^worlift*.'Jthe training; of rural and

•r }i««Uf*rtsl leaders and general ^aca-

Hpi-ton, "Elizabeth H»«i, James

je Carolina*. At the time of

the tocorporsUoo . rt« »m *ctive

in Tennessee.
Horton, whose parent* before

him havs studied to Tennessee,

was educated at Cumberland Uni-

versity at Lebanon, Tenn., and at

the University, si' Chicago, < H*
also studied in Denmark, from
which country he said that he had

devised the present system of co-

operative farm organisation fa-

vored by Highlander School

THREATS RECALLED /•"'"•

Horton told me that aeveral

Umes since the school bad . been

incorporated it had been threat-

ened because of its so-called "left-

ist" teachings.

"We applied to the FERA tor

money to purchase a cooperative

farm," he said. The president of

tbe Southern Industrial Council

reported that we were Communist*
and we were refused tbe grant we
sought"
He said that on another occasion

a mountain boy. came to him and

told him be bad been hired to kill

him (Horton). The Highlander

school placed floodlight* around

ths building to prevent an Am-
bush, Horton said.

On another occasion the school

leader reported the American Le-

gion, then in session in Honteaglr,

threatened to march on "lbs school.

-We mounted guard, but they

never did show up." Horton said.

James Dombrowskl, another #1

the incorporators, was absent from

Highlander School during my wlsrtt

there. 1 bad wanted to meet him,

a* ] had heard of him on severs!

occasion*. '
. x,

ON FUNO CAMPAIGN
He wa* to Hew York on leave

<rf abaenee, aeeklng to r*i*e money

for tbe aupport of tbe «*»**• *£
»*nt w*rS tbat »• would **• »
enter a Hew fork boapitaJ because

of acme tremble erttn IrU beck. . ,.

Dorobrowski was1 graduated from

the Union Theological Seminary

with the degree of Bachelor of

Divinity in 1«1 and he received

the Doctor of Philosophy ««f«
from Columbia University In 1W7.

He received the Bachelor of Phi-

losophy degree from Emory Uni-

versity in 1»3. Hs wa* ordained

. minister at a Canadian confer-

ence in 1«» but never held a pas-

torate. •

'

According to the records, he ws*

arrested to EU**beth.ton Tenn,.

and spent 34 hour* in Jail follow-

ing an address there before a law

and order league. He ws* released

on June IS, lW»- „ ,

On December 4, MM, h. wa* list-

ad a* one of eeven parson* who

were attacked when they accom-

panied tb* R*v. Eliot Wbtt* on an

expedition to distribute union Ufc-

eratura to ftriklng employes of the

Brooklyn office of ike New York

Edison Company. Tbe Rev. Whit*

later obbslned a wsxrent charging

tbe eompaay foreman with com-

manding the attaca npon his party-

TROUBLE OVER POSTERS
In 1932, DombrowaUl nad trouble

with the United States customs of-

ficials over some poster* showing

activities of the Soviet Govern-

ment such a* public hfalth work

The transcript ahows that ssar-

gar anade tb* toOowtot asentidto stf.

ih* Highlan''. -«p: .

'
-
•*

QUESTION! HOSEHTQrt .-.

J. O'Connor Boberts, sewuirttt**

counael, asked:* ^Whnt if any-

thing Mr. Berger, did you learn a*

to the »ubversiv« activities in Ten-

nessee in connection with the WPA
project*?*, i'i ••

J'."
- -

'.

Barger: -In the toittbtr* stotes

that appear* to be at a minimum.
About all *we found to indicate

aubveraive activlUe* wa* ih0 *c-

tJvHy cf the Worker* Alliance,

which seemed to be rather slert

down there to taking part to alt-

down strikes on WPA project*. In

the *a*tem part of the state to

Bradley (CoL Harry 8. Berry, ttate

WPA administrator, aaid Barger
maant Grundy) County, there was
toof trouble and they were rather

helped out by an Institution known
a* the Highlander Polk School,

which was organised under the
Tcnneaeee statute* providing for

the incorporation «f educational

tnstltsUon*.

•yhe charter reeilee as en* cf

tk* object* cf tbe tastltatioe the

training cf rural and Industrial

leader*. They got tb* credit ever

there for having fomented ell-down

strike*, but w* did not go into It.

Tbe Incorporator* *f the High

lender Folk School w*r» styles

Horton. CliMbeth Hswa iHeweaV
James Dombr*w»kl. Rupert Hamp-
ton and M»'r*>lm Chlsholsa."

NO WPA CONNECTION
Robert*. "That does not have

any connection with the WPA?"
Barger: "No sir; It does cot"
Repraaentativ* C*b»«a tfrcm

HUaouri): "It w»* created ender

the law* of Tenneea**?" - I

!

Barger: "Yea sdr, I mentioned
{

*?»*« *0 B3 (L

» Vnq* **Ujj0js5 tj;

J
f
-so«sj*/noo ttjrejssa^.

sdn-fuusav pmj tj:,

pos ceessanaj, pm-
*ornpo,n* *rf Je^tod
[ »r>jn*i *su»jnj,—«tjr<.

-* — • ^astoiod c

|O0> » *Xq cenraS *o.
•*•#»*> SI-W « a»

. . P« IPOC sSrpotnaK t
joslumop qarqei %una •^
*Ufi *« •« puejep oj a

i %usmr*no ••ssi »
t £$ uei»*ian:Voi<t >•>

*"»*llaOl^*s*A-PlH
in pus esv^ *uo **nu
*» ** poddns idoo Ba-
sil loseuco tssmo a»
' IrtW-tsrea e<n «j

:a»one? n pCMcd* ,

•^•J*^ t»nea am wj

'• *»TPs*j c*« •» dru.
pes awiod awe *«**

«»-ne |e a*oa* » an ..

«* » ejtnanj) 4«Jt *u
'I 1»0 -aTsIOA MMK

**D,f0JX *

"witty nx*i

w ssvt

Ipembsakskl Rupert Hampton

that simply in connection with Uw I

qneation whether tb*ra war* *J»y
\

autovaraiva eetlvttia*." ~
..i__^. ^

Cifjinen: v*Ton "«** *» TKrec
evidence of "that,- 4o you?"'

Barger: **Ho air, «*cept what
understand." m

In a later talk witif Horton I

asked blm what hi* Ideals for his

school were. He referred me to a

book, "The Community School,"

publUhed by D- Appleton-Century

Company, in which be had written

a chapter on Highlander School.

I read:
"Social theories such a* . » •

Communism . .'• Should be dis-

cussed freely. Countries where this

theory U being tried should be

examined to ths light of demo-

cratic ideal*. ' >->---..
-Capitalism s* we know It to

Amerie* should be etudied at

length, starting with the local situ-

ation* A study should be made

of poverty, insecurity, depression*

and other such points. '•

The reasons behind the denial

of the rl**bt of free speech to the

minority group* such ss Commun
i*t* should be discussed."

I asked Horton what hs did with

these ide»M. .

•Well," b* said, "take for in-

stance Grundy Ommty. It la poor,

broken down—a failure. I am
trying to work out my philosophy

here- X want the school to help

Grundy County." -,

'ig-PA'

p

T*f* "» Stjqqnp

% *mil ii Suiu.*wj J;o Mojp
,t

»tf»s *)ods pjmnl ,
" *n *»r*.;nr; *q;

•tasi

JSAopjoq
»aoi ^

S4**ecd ^aa^opr p

jiog mtM Jrwj n

'•"PPWlg nag f
sutwid p»Ir

'»*S •«« *? drqcw *u*m s*|*a*j^

Relisble furniture repair men,

.action we. h^d up. the f«tosnslvsu ssn waps«» •!>••». *•«• " -J

!'*. r-tf

.ad tocUon was asu up,

« *• ' J ':' ^ --v.'.* .*»*'

^';-*t- r*+?r.*\
'
Ti slpei

:- -^ **#'•,/:;

./
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Dinner tim« at tha Highlander Folk School. L*ft to right *r* Miaa Jan* Lawaon, Miu Rotanne
Walker, Mn A- F. Kflgoro, wifa ef th* achaef farm* r; Shirley Markov, pupil at th* nuraery athool; Mies

..„ __.....*.*, Miaa Claudia Lewis, Miu |u Bran at* n, and Thomas Sherrs rd, visiter frem Brooklyn,
N. Y. . .

•
. .

*^

*«»V» « acena in tha muraery school operated by the Highlander Folk School at th* fumm*rfl*ld
School near Monieaeje. Us* of the Summerfleld building I* a controversy at praaent, with the Grundy
Ceuntjf board oppo*in

fl . Th* child ran ara, laft te right, Silly Tata, Ethel Dy*r, Willi* Way Thomas, Shirley
*'••!?* B'My »n4 Carolyn King. Miaa Claudia .Lawi a, teacher, la shewn at tha comer of tha table,

t, f

—

:

-/ iC-

Z Head Scys Capitalism

Fails, Urges Communism Study
———

»

'
'

'

' — «

(Continued Frem Fage Op*)

sired. 1 considered his proposition and told him 1 would
stay for a v,-hi!e.

A
• -\ . .

.-;
.. . \\ ._ .;

'

EusJnlLcalIe
~

d Ml8S ka Brandon, whose job is to run the

- .,-- "T
4 *& t^e school, and she assigned me to the

rwe email ir—-*»

.

**»* tr^ j^r^i' a. Janata
***emfely re*m, which eoet&iaetf *
**fcU Wrf* •souga »e f«*d th* IS
*• * atwaosta wha attend oh* rag-
- -" °"*-«nm '

\<V«««»tn Cfilshol ..

*«*•• Ka«« at pr—apt a* aha^
ff"^«£E.«: *,,*^*"S»» wo«*7r.
»* th* Carolina*, a* taw Uau ofUw toeorpcrwtaa a*. -,va*TTattvm
te Ttineaaaa. -

^.^^ ^^

authoritl** took the atnnd they

might be "aeditioua/*

At tha earn* time aa Dombrow-
ekl't collection wu held up, one
belonging to Cerliaa Lament, rad-

lcai eon of Thoma* W. Lemont,
Jr, a J. P. Morgan partner, ale©

we* aeiee'd by the official*. The
Dcmbrowski collection wee re-

leased in It day* and all but three

of Lemonta were later released.

Barry *. Barge r* investigator,

brought th* name* of th* Incor-

porator* of th* Highlander Folkned m€ tO the porator* of th* Highlander Folk fa*** li i^JfejftJi^Sven In the— -.
-

fS;
> School fee*** the house epproprn*. Lpvalial *S*\*rT%\t to the

m were Itrteo a*
ticme 'committee investigating the moveme tf?V m"

OF SCHOOL HEADS

Fwy Utter* to Harlan,
EBMbeth Hiwej ud

* ' >;-Ckisholm-.

-
' - .' •*

WASHZKOTOK, Oct U—(BpD-
Tfce M*mm mt thrto *af free of the

tocorperaiora «f th* Hi«bi*adet
FMk Befcaoi mmr Moabaafle, Tean.
hare heea broufbt before th* Die*

eoenmtttaa ta * ml&or *my, * »*»
ahowB h*W today. •

7oha >. Fwy. yr*a!Aeat ** th*

Metal trpdta Departtteot of th*

America* raAerailas of Labor, re-

ferred te KUxsheth BawM «nd to

MjWj Bono*. .
*-;

They hav* been axtlr* la rad-
teaJ work to the South mod * few
r**» aa> ott*ad*d a aecret eon
Teouoo to Jforth GaroUaa. at
which ttm* alaaa were aaade for
•preadlaf the revolutionary theorle*
throughout the South." Frey aald
la a prepared ataietnest aubmJlled
to the Die* eommlUa*.
In eeuaecuoa with thla,* he

continued, «Ve ailfht menUoe that
th« Hifhlaader Folk School at
MonteafJe, Teaa, waa mixed up in
«i* aeeret oonventios la whichu*** thre* took a prominent part'
Th* thjrd peraon te. whom Frey

refarra^-f-era, Altoa Lawrence
Lawrence, however, waa act an to
corporator of the ethffftL

Barller; Frey aaid that "thear
thr%* p«eple bar* been to the pa#t
and prolfably now «, paid orran^
ixera fof the TextOt Worker* Or-
fani*»t»n OommiU**,*
Frey h a bttter anU-Communiem

cry«*dej »od, a* a high A 9. of L
official, d* ardently oppoaed to tie
rWal C.I O. Th* Textile Worker*
Orxanlxh*: Committee W a C 2. O
affllia

BAlcobi McDonald f
Cbi»bolm,

onotheHineorporator of th* High-
lander School, was mentioned in
the teafmony of Walter g. Steele,
who apfcared before the Die* group
for anjrganixatjon called the Na-
tional fcpublic, and "at the apeclal
requetthf the VeUrana of ForeircWan id the B. O. T. C Aaaocia
tion oftbe United Statea."
SteeJ identified Chiaholm aa a

formeiirofeaaor at tht Highlander
Folk fhool and a former Worka
Progrej AdmJnlatratlon project
Uluatrjor of cbUdren'* book* on
the Nlr Reading* Material*.

Stent aaid that Chiaholm iw
on* ©yiW Work* Progreaa Ad-
minletaton teacher* who volun-
teeredtofight to the International
BrlgadeSurtog the fipanlafa Civil
Wax. Thwltneaa called th* Loyal-
ty Armywith which the Interna
tlonal &ada fought, the *ed
Front Aiy"
He aajthe acene of hi* tofor-

mation srarding Chiaholm w*j
taken fit a pamphlet leaned by
tha Woi Progreaa Admlnlaira-
tlon Te era Union Chapter of
the Frle i of the Abraham Wo-
eoln Bri e.

Steele (tended that the Friends
of th* . aham Ltocoto Brigade.
an org« ation of eteran* en

tion* -committee investigating
.
*-•= —- -j, -.

>rpai Mi l m i iia > S aa H i iA r^- - *mm" -v*3.

Th* tawaaeript ahow* -that Bar- 'United
arar mUi th* aaUowtear mention «f
tha BJajtuendar groctp: v

,9_. O^Coauyr atoharta. *aam»Jtt*.
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NOTE TO S^C. XKOXVILLE CONTINUED;

CONFJBpTIAU i - f

«?. -t.i*-;: /„* * ~*

^—i--.^ /•.--.».-

^v^W~KQ-^1\

The correspondent enclosed a 4Vpage folder;
Printed by the Georgia Commission on Education, Atlanta,
eorgia, which related to the Labor-^Bay, U^5?* meeting

held at the^igh lander Folk Scho^^CTSK U Monteagle«
Tennesse e. This folder has been, previously made ^— .;?*..

available to the Bureau and to your office. Also
enclosed by the correspondent were eleven newspaper
clippings pertaining to the HFS from "Nashville * - .;.

Tennessean," the "Chattanooga News-Free Press" and
from unidentified newspapers. These were all old .

clippings and the ones containing dates were dated in
1939 and 1940. All articles were of the same general
nature in that they were critical of kHe school and
alleged it taught communism. Correspondent criticizes
the HFS and wants to know what can be done to get the

'"^'

FBI to investigate and close the school.

The HFS is well known to your office. >'
Referenced Knoxville file 61-12. (61-7511)

t ; T

NOTE ON YELLOW :":'
...
" ": /. •

• ,. \.-V -'"'- --
;V """'i''."

.

The HFS is supported primarily by donations from --..

individuals and labor unions in the form of payments for
students attending its courses. It offers courses of
instruction in labor organization, social economics and the
general fi£ld of labor education* It has had CP members on
its staff [and has followed the practice of welcoming communists
as students. It has never offered coursesof instruction *

in communism, however^ nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining
control of the schoolTJ&Due to its interracial character,

1

it has been the subject x>f numerous past allegations that it
represents the headquarters for communism in eastern Tennessee.

*;"^\These allegations have never been substantiated. (61-7511-210)

I

®psaB

- 2 - "
4
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Met With CommuhiSts? . m

MeCrackia. Doeji^Knpw^
The Rev. Mauricc'McCncUn wid Monday be at-

tended a Tennessee integration petting but he laid

he doesn't know If any Cemmuniits were then. ,-'

Peter Outcalw *epvblkma.-—rpr'1

. * >j. ;-

candidate for Council. Naya ae-!ainee *}e Wnt • member of any

knowlrd*ed Camreunfat* •*

tended the nwinri at H*h-
lamkr Folk School Monte**te.

Ttnneme*-
Mr. Outcalt eitrf Um lod««mt

u »n *rfum«nt for. * fropf«*<l

ordinance which would forW
Corr-rruin'-.tt iyrap«0»l«*rt from

utint publicly iuoporttd
buiidinf*. ••• -•• '-.'".

i,. *; ../

-I stte«d<4 tk«t M»U«f,"
MI8 Mr. MrCr»ekJ«. M 4«1
luww If **jr C#m»uBl«t«
wm tk«r» or w*t II boj

«r«r* tk«r«, lfc*J *i »I !«*•

mi Um »»rtjr a»«-
w

..,„..

Mr. McCr»ckm, \*c*or «f

Wnt Ondnntti-St. B*rin»b*»

Chareh. 1111 Dwl«i *tr« t.

was »tkM U he fa » Dftnocr»t

or Republican, and wai quick to

trtgwer he fa wither.*

Tfli a Chrt»tian f»>liowlnf th«

dwrtrirn of paoee and pow*

Yioimcr,- h« aald. 1 btionf to

no political party." :
: •.~Ss - *-1*

}U r«fu»fd t aay If ha faa

Communiat. 1 doal aay fm
not a Oornxnuftift** be aatd- 1
don't want ta to • Jfct

.

*-
fenalve.- "

'"'

He added, aowrvar, thai

poiUicil part>, ay impltcaUon

the' atatement akw would aa-

Clude the Oommunfat Parly.

Mr ' McCrackln aaid the U-
her Df»y meeUn« wat aofaJy lor

,

a diactaikio of the intrfratton;

prob> rn. and that for thfa fta-m Ckjv. Mar\in Criffin. of

GeoTf i, haa oppnaed the Ten-

ncaaee achoeL *- k-»

Aaied If he fa wDllag «a

w • r h with CaanaMaalate

the aajretiva «f to-

trgra^iAB «a4 peare, Mr. Mr*
;a aaM ha w*«M work

artta fjWroiMtat*. "I WHtat
la frW aMarlattoa," he aaid. J

Mr. McCrackln withholda •,
portion (of hit federal Inoacne j ajjev. JtALftUCC McCBACflUN.

taxea eatch year as a protast] . ^.« he iaoaf aay
f^Efr

taxea eitch year aa a orotaati
y ^ #J. A# woaf aay ..', .-V>»* :

:

acaJnat ihe miliUry oudl*t >-
•
V^yaetf?>f

-^
J*^ -

ft^ "^C^T?"' - *;

. • - - - - f SJ
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IntegrationJ^Com^M^
By Dixie Rift,

^ti''
:x^

-.<-»

I r"VV $-»

^4i«'Niy

""
B> *lUtain C«tfU*»

*
.*U «nw«ti» •< tl* -tuck «njJ« HjJ.«n«r

U. M .wwifie. Tmn, before s «o*4 •* ftl. **

jmnrnt r»»«*. T»r •"V.7'll-„,y. mi t>ih 0+ ptr-
l„,s *.t+ria). *»* «** Ju4t*.lM*M*Wj " *• <^ "

n. fn»uer **s-*n* *" "•"'ufltiJ •?»«» the »x>rohf b-T^

liPfv'-tbVn • kic*i inii»«w. «» "l* b «-My to «^ h^ »m.
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Chest Opens McCracldn Inquiry
3

As Church Asks His Removal

ft **

A Cornmunity Cheat Irtvteti*

gataon of ahe Rev, Maurice Mc-

Crackin, Cincuvuii nunktrr
aho refueea to pay income

ttxct, wtl c«n* to a heed "to

fhe very near future,- Ouy
Thcrapeon. e*ocuttve director of

the Orel, aaid yesterday.

7%ampmn'f italament w
given on the heeit of a dia -

ctoeure that the Knox Presby-

terian Chun*. Hyde Park, baa

atked me Cincinnati Preafcylrry

to remove Rev. Mr> MeCreckin
»• pettor ©f the We*t Cmcift-

Dati St. Be mabe* ChJrch.

The minister eervee ebo ea

txecjilve of the rwdlay 9tr*+i

Neighborhood Houe*, a Chert

agency.
HU refueaf to pay Income

ta\e» u a protfit agaimt arm-

amenU ana more recently, h!«

attendance ai » l*bor Day eem-

*nar art a Temeeaee echoot

charged with Commtman «m-
nectiom hai brought hta under 'reapoaarate body, take

^indJvfcuaJ to feikm

ectence. My eonacienee telb to*

g£V. MALJUCE McCIUCKLV

tin.
Cheat effldab art de*ply

concerned about thu problem,"

aaid Tbornpacn. citing "wo'
eerioua afleg atle**"* agaimt

the minbter.

e»er actio*

facte.

that mar la wrong. Therefore,

1 cannot voluntarily five to Itf

eupporL I do not bellietc It b
eny'ooe'e province to atand In

judgment of another'a ejoneei*

entioua eonvictione.*

The Sermon, or govemlnt
body, of Knox Church detailed

chargea ejainat Rev. Mr. Mc*
a letter to folM-

'aimer, execeutive aecre-

tary of the Cincinnati Pree-

byiery.

Tfe« aUcgatloae lawl»o>d the

etorgyeaaara *ie#aeel. etaee
1Mb, to pay the to*, eod a*w
kb eeruaaJ to We a Vetera?
tea rafutaJ to gtoa «h« Uteramljj

c
R«AY«ae Sank* a&Ury toiar-

matloa; hk» reajac«t to the

rhurrh'e Ve»tfy-St^loa to

tmrt the eharch'a bookkeeper
te artthhotd each torwroatJoa,

ahat- aad bia aUtod UteaUoa to take

ma a« aaanred
of trail*** af

to

Fi

B)

4>
co

ar

th

H
ar

eo

"*'• are gxthertag
TVomfioa aaeUnard.
f»ctt artU ba preerated
a«M>d af dfracton of tae
lay Btraai Kelgbborboed B
artUi the te^wvt that ft. aa

tmeU."— ** it that a fair coarlmloa,

BIRTHS

Joy Reigns In The Home

UwHcatrd by the the matter te bte e*n*retit1o«

{ The letter eharfed thai Rev
•Our laeeotlcatioa h a*t yat

(
M r , VfCrackin b aettlng a bad

completed hut the etwuounlty.^^jjp^ and b **no longer a
that the baard^^^,^ p^^,, to ier%T WeatlTi
the cheat »1U_cinelnnati St. Barnahaa.- jae

The Knox Church elao ask«d Oi

luppon of!E»
Bamabaa!

„. R
10 ?? :

«-
. . ^ iA ft. Palmet would not «m- fh

"I bellme In the right of tbe'ment on theirfer. But the Rev. ri«
'

MeMnCaifipbtU. pa*tor of thr'F'
Knox-^3iurch. aaid fhe letter $j

»ai referred to the CouncU of t.

•Tbaae"b«aed an fact, mill be reached ^ t Jt , fln4ndlj ,

u the to the •?r7J^ ,« t»'*-" ,..&« Clnormati^t
8 Fud.! Ret'. Hr. ifeOackm had thb ^ * ithdrawa
Booae'to toy: i Iar palmer would

•tort-l^wf W litea*
..**• to? JatMWT |
«h«cx*T
. a**»* *••_ •*, tfwv

to>

RAMI

Idea*. OM «V»bX**MOa-fc»»pl.
I. \

»<
. >'!, Jam*'* t.

*-
. ew. j-.it a

OfcJ „ X

the Praabylery for itudy.

Although W«t Clncinnati-St

(Barnabaa la a combined Epia-

copalian and Prt«b>ierlan con-

gregaUon. Rev. Mr. MeCracJunj"

t »*t . ew. jaWee» f rb a PraabyterUn mlniitef. Jw
awt.JMMt.jJj.^ eM.***^. *»» > K i*-. k»v, Mr. Campbell aaid the

JJ
irii t.-'matter aroee when the Knox•" *? . r" J«'*^e» I i (mNK (u tirl. J.-uaT 4._

*-a*i5aB •-< tta%s MM Haa-'iai>»»na-av««a m* M*a». t..
;.i *«« h*, i.-y^y t. t^.- m. fill. i*-«jt I

txrvw^o«Mk M^Mt^ aw mi njaiiu**-**^ **- nu. n« V.

•*>;«--•: ;
>-*; "-
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Hits At Pastor

Associated With School

I Charged With Red
I Connections

Hie Hamilton Cdunty Coun-
cil' of the American l^egion

loosed its first official blast

yesterday at the Rev. Maurice
McCrackin, West End minister
under attack for attending a
leminar at s'TennesSee Bchool
iiarged with Communist

. con-
nections.

Previously, elements In the
Legion ranks had t&'.cen pot

ots at Rev. Mr. McCrackin.
it yesterday's blast was-more
a broadside.
ie Legion also denounced

James C. Paradise, president of
the Cincinnati Chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union,
and the Rev. Luther Tucker,
'pastor of the Indian Hill Epis-
.
copal-Presbyterian Church, as
supporters of Rev. Mr. Mc-
[Crackin.

\
In a statement signed by Neil

jWetterman, the Legion coun-
cil's Hamilton County Amer-
icanism chairman, Paradise and
Rev. Mr. Tucker were charged
'with "distorting facts" in a
[public meeting on charges
against Rev. Mr. McCrackin
'January 16 at St. John's Uni-
tarian Church, Clifton.

As for Rev. Mr. McCrackin
himself, the Legion's spokesman
'declared It "opposes and will
continue to oppose" his presen-
tation of his beliefs to youth.
The Legion described B*<L Mr.
Mc*rftckin's beliefs as ««)«-
mental to the best interests w
oar ©oWntry." .

UNDER FIRE IN %%
(Rev. Mr. McCraokaCflQl

under public fire in 1^2
or refusing to pay income taxes.
In recent months, criticism of
him has stemmed from his at-
tendance last Labor Day at a
seminar held at the Highlander
Folk' School, Monteagle, Tenn.
Several Communist - connection
charges have been buried at the
'school.)
}' Wetterman's 'statement
charged Paradise and Rev. Mr.
Tucker made public false in-
formation about a government
witness in a Federal "Com-
munism" case against Myles
Horton, director of the High-
lander school.

\

Wetterman said Rev. Mr.
1

Tucker had circulated letters,
stating the government witness
was discharged by the Federal;
Bureau of Investigation, andi
that the case against Horton 1

had been dropped because of
perjured testimony by the

I'witness. • - -

"This is a deliberate nntrnth,
made without substantiation,
in addition to being an improper
use ot the FBI's name," Wetter-
man said.

The Legion spokesman said
Paradise gave out the same in-
formation in the January 16 !

St. John's Church meeting.
Wetterman said the Legion

Council "has piaced a full re-
port of this matter** in the
hands of FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover. - •

'
. .

"
jHe added that the Legion's

stand on Rev. Mr. McCrackin',
and his supporters has been en
lorsed unanimously by mem.

JArnv?

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER
Cincinnati, Ohio

date ay ioi $f
PAGE /d

EDITION Morning Fin-

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS

DATE_2k
UNCLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE
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TO
Director, JBI

UNIT! IOVERNMEN^

DATE: 2/21/58

SAC, Atlanta (100-804)

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

(KNOXVILLE ORIGIN)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

?4 by ,rpri6DATE^ik

-ft-**

^?0
^0 /-K

Reference is Made to Philadelphia letter dated 12/27/57,
captioned as above. ..,..' '

Por the information of Philadel

advised
that there were 100,000 copies of the publication

captioned "Highlander Folk School" printed and distributed
by the Georgia Commission on Education 220 Agriculture
Building, 19 Hunter St., Atlanta 3, Ga. MHHP advised he did
not know to whom this publication was being distributed, but
believed that it would be mailed to those individuals who
are in local and State politics, as well as those throughout
the United States. politically inclined on a national level*
He advised he did not know if former Special Agents of
the FBI had received copies of this publication unsolicited
in the mail. *-.*..

a Confidential Source,

*i>H'

/

^ T^ (SL-1 Bureau (tesTSll) (1 encl.) EH
Ch/. ^ 1 - New York (infp.) (1 encl.) RH

*0$ 2 - Knoxville <61-12) RM
1 - Philadelphia (100-3448) (info.) RM

- Atlanta (100-804)

4 //^ /)

KB 26 1958 ^A^

'U< mel EX-13§
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<*

AT 100-804

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and New York are copies of

this publication entitled "The Highlander Folk School".

A copy of this letter is furnished to New York for information
purposes only, as well as to Philadelphia and Knoxville, Origin.
in this case.

RUC 4

<.»,
* ,

.- i

2
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March 24,1958

CAMPBELL CHAPTER D. A. R.

NAIHVILLI, TENNESSEE

Mr. F. Edgar Hoover.
Washington, D. C.

My Dear Stir;
\yThe members of Campbell Chapter,

Daughter of the American Revolution, one
hundred/ strong, wish to call your attention
to the- Highlander' s School located, in Mojtnt-
eagle, Tennessee and urge you to take steps
to revoke it r s oharter. We are not familiar
with the necessary technical procedure for
such an act but have confidence in your
knowledge and ability.

We feel that this school, though
accomplishing some good, is influencing the
mountain people of that area toward Commun-
istic ideals.

We do not want such a school any-
where but certainly not in Tennessee.

We would like for you to know we
stand firmly back of you in all such efforts.

Very trul:

**

y
./:-, />>

.< s, /f y

:?ijs
Nashville, 5, Term.

\A
f*

REC-98

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEx2<ff^ BY^Ms
1 l s-nrrjsi ^>B

3 MA3 88 1958
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"* April 2, 195» >"

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED'^l
.'.'

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^ "^ '„
' >

42M BYr^lTO^^T

- '-»*>
»•»»-

4

four lttter dated March 24, 1958, has been received,
and I appreciate the interest which pronpted your coamunication,

I would like to point out that the FBI is strictly
a fact-gathering agency and does not Bake evaluations or
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any ...... .,,'.v
individual or organization. Also, the revocation of the
charter of the school you Mentioned is not af&atter^within
the Jurisdiction of the FBI but is a responsibility *>f
officials of the State of Tennessee, In view, of ink com&ents
in your letter, you Bay desire to discuss thjfc Batter with
appropriate state officials. > ». -1

L1 cc»£

In the event you secure additional jlata wfrich you
,

believe to be of interest to this Bureau, you Bay dfcsire to ™^
communicate directly witty the Special Agent in Cnarge of our m
Memphis Office located at 1104 >terick Building, Keaphis 3,
Tennessee. vr_ f c r '"<£ HH

*--' i / : * * •»'
. " .

"

.

..,''.
I an indeed: grateful "for your kind remarks

indicating this Bureau has' th* support of your organization. "••"

mo

zoOo

COf.lM — FBI

APR ~2 19:

#U

'* *j

l!iKerely;ypugrs^I^]),2('

J, Edgar Soovet

ij5%
ffl
*«««»«

II- Knoxville (Enclosure)
1-- Memphis (Enclosure); /CE

EE NOTI

AIL ROOM

ipw:ers

(SEE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE TWO) i/YV

) C0NFk(ENTIA13 '!
s

r ^
''V 3$££ V^T^r'vv?

1'^/^'^^^-'^^rcs*^
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Enclosed fof jour infornatiea *» *
correspondent** letter, -

F

-*J «* ,-f. ,-

•t £onteagle, Tennessee, are
ell known to jrou, (61-7560-6254.) -* <v ,. ., .„,

The above is furnished for jour Information
only* >;:

. ....; .,; .....
- / . , - v -

.

NOTE ON YELLOW; '

; .
v - ''. ''"

V .'

Correspondent desires to^all the Bureau's
attention to the Highlander Folk School, She feels the
school is influencing the people of that area toward
communistic ideals. She states she is not familiar with
the technical procedure to revoke the charter of the
school but has confidence in the Director's knowledge and
ability. She also states that she and the organization
she represents stand firmly back of the Director, V- ^

The Highlander-Eolk .School is supported primarily
by donations from individuals and labor unions in form of
payments for students attending its courses. It offers -

courses of instruction in labor organization, social econom
and the general field of labor education. It has had CP
members on its staff land has followed the practice of <

welcoming communists as students. It has never offered j.

courses of instruction in communism, nor h^s the CP ever T

succeeded in gaining control of the schoolTKDue to Its f

interracial character, it has been the subject of numerous
past allegations that it represents the headquarters for I
communism in Eastern Tennessee. The allegations have neve
been substantiated, ..(61775U-JJ10) ,. ..,-,

jJUi»VLwTJAD^5 ^ _
*-'**>"- -V^v™T^^ fg+'&ZifvrK-'K' Ui--i?>*

-' ~ ,:'^r'p. ^ *- ; :
;
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Standard
TkeUiidtt! Politic!

PINION

'V

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE gkfei ^Yr^^^

SUITE 1202 — 105 WEST MADISON STREET

June 13,
CHICAGO 2, ILL,

Mr. Neas

Mr. Pars

Mr. Rose

Mr- Tamn?
Mr. Trotter

Mr. W.C.Sullivan

Tele. Room

ew *

&f/i j/ / / - > /f/S
£c**^r*/

//y ,; /V/ /^ /^ g
>r

05

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover,
Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
United States Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover.

The enclosure will explain
itself.

Thought you might like to

see it, i.e., if you have not already re-

ceived copies froj

fi

-A3 4k> Inc

^cu>so**V r^^/

v\

% 7.^
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June 19, 1958

TO

J?7<U

' -"ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN©''
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED I- N
DATE_44si-BY^mn^

Cisss

Dwlassi

X^

^7^

Tour letter of June 13, 1958, with enclosure,

has been received. You may be *ure that I deeply appreciate

the Interest which prompted you to bring this matter to my

attention. *- -'•

Sincerely yours,

00
LO

*- S2 E
9 >o •

5 ^*-» I
5 ar
* ID 8

-J

Tolson
—•oardzuan
Belmont _»

Mohr

NOTE: ________
He enr.In«pd thA nuhHMH/... ._,„„...„„„_ „._,_ .._. . _„ . . . ,__

_ — ^—*-v.«.^v*i, _i6iu»uuci _ u_ ocnuui, " wnicn nas
previously been brought to the Bureau's attention on numerous occasions
This school, which is supported primarily by donations from Individuals
and labor unions, offers courses of instruction in labor' organisation,
_ ^«~»«.w „„_ uttiRcuwfti i.j.ci.u ui lauur eaucaiioju jg has naaCP members on its staff[and has followed the practice of se|__ahg
communists as students. It has never offered courses^f ins4r3ction in
communism nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining control of this

_,j™^w w *w „_»,_* 4»n_ii__ ^jii*i_i;tci, it nas oeenjne suoject ofmany paSt allegations that It represents the headquarters for communis.
in Eastern Tennessee^ -Tfese allegations have never been substantiated.

A _ C,
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Mr . J. Edger Hoover,* i

Dear Sir •.••'•':.'•,.•,• :" ,"•"..'-• '-:' ^>:V .':'. -.'

Yon Find inclosed Some Paper, there a lot of talk

Incut this School Some of the Doctors and Preacher

here are going down there making talks I think it

ought to be look in to. it *h* only. Sch£°L°* i*
Kind in Tenessie they Say and Preacher From other

States are telling about it over the Radio Arte.

Texas and other States. Saying Tenessie has a ,

communist School I dont Know any thing about it.,.,

You can tell more when you read this paper..

Yours Truly. '
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Preface

The information contained in this publi-

cation was presented under oath by Doctor

J. B. Matthews at a public hearing of the

Florida Legislation Investigation Committee,

on Monday, February 10, 1958 at the State

Capitol, in Tallahassee, Florida.

The Florida Legislation Investigation Com-
mittee is a legislative investigating committee

authorized under the Florida law to compel

the attendance of witnesses and their testi-

mony under oath.

Georgia Commission on Education

19 Hunter Street, S. W.

220 Agriculture Building

Atlanta 3, Georgia
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Introduction

In the pages which follow, certain propositions will

emerge from the evidence submitted. For the most

part, original Communist sources have been cited in

order to let the Communists speak for themselves. It

should be clear that

—

1

)

The Communists are at work, with their custom-

ary fanatical dedication, in stirring up trouble in the

field of public school integration in the South;

2) The Communists have been at work for some

thirty years in the field of agitation among Negroes;

3) The Communists have organized and promoted a

succession of united fronts and fronts designed espe-

cially for winning Negroes to Communism;

4) The tactics of Communist agitation among Ne-

groes are greatly altered from time to time, but the

basic objective of violent revolution remains un-

changed;

5) Whatever the line of the Communist Party on

the Negro question may be at a given moment, it is

based upon the so-called Marxist-Leninist analysis and

is dictated by Moscow in the special interests of the

Soviet Union;

6) There is a vast Communist literature on the

subject of Communism and the American Negro;

7) One of the announced goals of the Communist

program is the confiscation without compensation of

the property of the white capitalists and landowners in

the South;

8) The Communists favor racial amalgamation and

assert that a Communist revolution would speed Up

the process;

9) The Communists have established friendly con-

tacts with the Negro leaders of most of the recent in-

tegration incidents in the South;

10) The Communists rely chiefly upon the support

which they are able to command from misguided South-

ern liberals;

11) This is an era in Communist strategy when the

Party has reverted to the united front policy which

prevailed immediately prior to and during World War
n;

12) Communist leaders have asserted that "Negro

liberation" is their Number One issue on the domestic

front.
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Communists, Negroes, and Integration

The Communist Party has long been expert at the

business of fishing in troubled waters— the more
troubled, the more to its liking.

The Communist Party is at it again today; and, un-

fortunately, the "Keep Off" signs have been taken

down by order of the U. S. Supreme Court, in its deci-

sions of June 17, 1957, affecting the Communist con-

spiracy.

If any issue in our society today may be properly

characterized as troubled waters, it is unquestionably

the issue raised by the Supreme Court's desegregation

order of May 17, 1954. And there is no hazard in
'' *'

^ that these waters will be troubled for a long

time to come.
The situation is one which the Communists have

welcomed eagerly. It offers them an almost unparall-

eled opportunity to exploit, for their own ulterior and
revolutionary purposes, the inevitable social turbulence

resulting from the Supreme Court's order for public

school integration. Violent agitation is the meat on
".hlch Communism feeds.

The Bait: Negro Liberation

iftt- bait on the Communist hook is "Negro libera-

tion." a phrase which has been reiterated by Communist
ii'udwi^ with such frequency over the years that it has
become a cliche. It matters not that liberation at the

hands of Communists is demonstrably a cruel euphem-
ism for a slavery worse than that from which Lin-

coln's Emancipation Proclamation freed the Negroes.

The Communists still approach the Negro people of

the United States with the promise of liberation dang-

ling from their hook.
As "long ago as 1928, the Communist Party of the

United States published a pamphlet written by John
Pepper, the representative of the Communist interna-

tional in the United States, in which Pepper said: "The
Communists must participate in all national liberation

movements of the Negroes which have a real mass
character." (American Negro Problems, p. 14; em-

phasis in original)

In u Communist pamphlet entitled "The Road to Ne-
'.,; ration," published in 1934, Harry Haywood

,... .

-

r ,!,„„« "party leadership in the Negro liberation

movement." (p. 62)
Jn 1937, the Communist Party issued a pamphlet

eniiiled 'The Road to Liberation for the Negro Peo-

ple." by Abner W. Berry and others.

Ten years later, in 1947, Negro Communist leader

Benjamin J. Davis published his pamphlet entitled "The
Path of Negro Liberation," in which he wrote:

Consequently the Negro people are moving in

the direction of some form of statehood in the Black

Belt. This would mean an adjustment or rectification

of the lines demarking 12 states through which runs

the Black Belt area where the Negro people are in

a majority, (p. 19, 20)

In 1948, Negro Communist leader Harry Haywood
published a book entitled Negro Liberation.

That "Negro liberation" has priority on the Com-
munist Party's agenda today is confirmed by the fore-

most Negro Communist leader in the United States.

Writing in Political Affairs, the theoretical magazine
of the Communist Party, U.S.A., which lays down the

Party line, Benjamin J. Davis declares:

The struggle for Negro rights—particularly in the

deep South—is the single most crucial and decisive

issue in the United States today . . . The massive
significance' of the national liberation struggles of the
Negro and colonial people, here and abroad, envelops

this work with additional importance, (p. 13)

Negro Republic in the Black Belt

The Communist slogan of "Negro Liberation" is

simply a watered-down version of the Party's original

slogan of "A Negro Republic in the Black Belt." The
propaganda which the Communist Party conducted on
the basis of the latter slogan fell flat in its appeal to
Negroes and only served to show how far the Kremlin's
agents are removed from the realities of the American
scene.

In October, 1930, the Communist International

adopted a resolution "on the Negro Question in the

United States." It was published in the United States
by Workers Library Publishers, the publishing adjunct

of the Communist Party, in a pamphlet entitled The
Communist Position on the Negro Question.

On the subject of an independent Negro republic in
the Black Belt, the Comintern took the position that

"as long as capitalism rules in the United States the
Communists cannot come out against governmental
separation of the Negro zone from the United States."

(p. 51) But, in the event of the establishment of a
Soviet government in the whole United States, Com-
munist Negroes would come out against "separation of
the Negro Republic from federation with the United
States," while unconditionally giving "the Negro popu-
lation of the Black Belt freedom of choice even on this

question." (p. 50-51)

The Comintern's resolution held that there was a
"prospective sharpening of the national conflicts in the
South, with the advance of the national revolutionary
Negro movement," and that in such a situation the
Communist Party must "stand up with all strength and
courage for the struggle to win independence and for
the establishment of a Negro republic in the Black
Belt" (p. 51-52)
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William Z. Foster points out that the Program of the

Communist International declares for:

The recognition of the right of all nations, irre-

sptctive of race, to complete self-determination, that

is, self-determination inclusive of the right to State

separation. {Toward Soviet America, p. 304)

Foster then applies this principle of self-determina-

tion and State separation (or secession from the United

States) to the Negro population in the Black Belt, in

the following statement:

Accordingly, the right of self-determination will

apply to Negroes in the American Soviet system. In

rh.-. *n-.-s»iiPd Black Belt of the South, where the

Negroes are in the majority, they will have the fullest

right to govern themselves and also such white mi-

norities as may live in the section, (ibid, p. 304)

Confiscation

The program of the Communist Party calls for the

confiscation of the property of the white people in the

so-cailcd Black Belt. According to William Z. Foster,

*.,.uEig in his book entitled Toward Soviet America:

In a Soviet system, the Negro will have the most

. : ,. . /.i.
1 4v—economically, politically, social-

ly .. . He will have ample land, confiscated from
-"•

.* 'j:ec? white landlords . . . Socialism will mean

ii,e iirst real freedom for the Negro. He is beginning

;_> rc.illze this, hence his mass turning to the Com-
:

i
.j.,' party for leadership, and the consequent

'.v.;- ilarrn of the capitalists and big landowners at

i. - j. owing unity of white and black toilers, (p
303)""

;;,. ><r is no doubt about the Communist program of

i-rflif^cmion. But, after 40 years of Communist agi-

uuon, there is no evidence of the "mass turning" of

Negroes lo the Communist Party—a fact which Wil-

liam Z. Foster knows very well now, and which he

knew very well when he wrote about it.

Communist Aim: Racial Amalgamation

in their franker moments, Communist leaders in the

." S. ! -.s have stated bluntly that one of their aims

i
••--- -.hout racial amalgamation. Thus, William

' i
, ..t present head of the Communist Party in

•\iiii-)iwj. ueclared in his book entitled Toward Soviet

Anurica:

1 he American Soviet will, of course, abolish all

n...rations upon racial intermarriage . . . The revo-

]ji\oti will only hasten this process of integration,

fait-iaii? proceeding throughout the world with in-

creasing tempo, (p. 305-306)

Kremlin's Guidance and Control

-v 7 Foft/T is frank in asserting that Lenin

.. ,)-. c of the Communist Party's line on

8

agitation among Negroes. In his book, The Negro
People in Americn History, published in 1954, Foster

writes:

The American Communist Party got its eventual

scientific understanding of the Negro question in

the United States from the writings and personal
counsel of Lenin. This was one of the many basic

services to the American labor movement rendered
by the Communist International, but it was not to be
realized until 1929. (p. 454)

It has already been shown that the representative of

the Communist International, John Pepper, dictated the
line of the American Communists on the so-called

Negro question.

On Penetrating Non-Communist Organizations

In addition to building their own Party-controlled

organizations, the Communist Party has from the be-
ginning pursued a policy of sending its members into

non-Communist organizations. Their own word for this

type of activity is "penetration." The Communist ob-
jectives in penetrating other groups are varied. In some
instances, the goal of penetration is outright control.
In other instances, the objective is to disseminate and
gain support for the views of the Party apparatus out-
side the immediate circle of Communists or, in other
words, to win fellow travelers on specific issues. In
yet other and rarer cases, the aim of penetration is to
destroy the organization which is penetrated.
At times, the Communist Party directives have frank-

ly set forth the tactics of penetration, without the
slightest attempt at secrecy and subtlety. Thus, a re-

port to the Plenum of the Communist Party in 1935
records some successes in penetration. Excerpts from
this report were published in the Party Organizer of
March, 1935, under the title of "How to Penetrate the
Negro Organizations." The first excerpt gives an illu-
minating example of the tactics of Communist penetra-
tion. It reads as follows:

We have some excellent experiences in New York.
In Queens we have been able, just on one issue, and
maybe this is the secret of it, to get together over 60
various organizations of the Negro people on the
question of discrimination in the hospital in Queens.
We have the Alpha Benevolent Association, the
American League Against War and Fascism, the
Amity Baptist Church, Arrawat Democratic Club,
Bayside City League, N.A.A.C.P., etc., about 70 or-
ganizations that have come together and conducted
a struggle in Queens for the right of Negroes in the
hosiptals in the City of New York. (p. 20)

The tactic of concentrating on "one issue" in order
to penetrate non-Communist Negro organizations was
further illustrated in the second excerpt of the report
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to the Plenum of the Communist Party. In this in-

stance, the "one issue" was a forthcoming conference

on unemployment in Washington, D. C, a conference

engineered and controlled by the Communist Party.

With respect to this example of successful penetration

of non-Communist Negro organizations, the Plenum
report said:

These experiences have shown us that it was pos-

sible to get this united front by simply taking up

one section, one issue, one grievance of the Negro
people and developing a struggle around it In this

case we can see that if we properly approach these

organizations there is a possibility of getting into

the Negro organizations for a united front. We have

n^u in Harlem m the preparations for the unemploy-

ed conference at Washington, a conference of 29

organizations, different organizations than we have

had heretofore, into a conference at Abyssinia Bap-

tist Church, the N.A.A.C.P., church organizations,

etc. Comrade [Herbert] Benjamin spoke there, and

we elected delegates to the congress at Washington.

We had also the followers of Father Divine, the

Ncgio "God." (p. 20)

(Again and again, the Communist Party has success-

fully penetrated the Abyssinian Baptist Church, of

which Representative Adam Clayton Powell was and

is the pastor.)

Still another example of the use of the tactic of

"one issue" was the united front which the Communist
Party organized around the Italian war against Ethi-

opia. In an article entitled 'The United Front on
Ethiopia," published in the Party Organizer of July,

1935, James W. Ford wrote as follows:

This time we organized a broad united front on

the issue of the struggle for the defense of the

Ethiopian people, which ultimately involved at least

60 Negro organizations, (p. 16)

In this campaign of penetration, the Communist Party

again had the use of Congressman Powell's Abyssinian

Baptist Church.

Wrote James W. Ford in the Party Organizer:

The first action was on May 7 (1935) in Harlem

at the Abyssinian Church. There were 3,000 Negroes

,... ^.>v«h, i.Mai ui whom were not Communists. There

the Communists spoke from the same platform as

these other people, (p. 17)

In the work of penetrating non-Communist organi-

zations, the Communists went prepared for any even-

tuality. According to Ford, the Communist Party on

one occasion sent a number of the followers of Marcus

Garvey, whose organization the Party had penetrated,

to a meeting of the Party's Italian Workers' Center

""'here our comrades discussed the Abyssinian que»-

10

tion." Ford added that these Negro Garveyites "wtre
so afraid of their reception (at the Italian Communist
center) that th«y we»t there armed with Jmives." (p
17) The precautionary arming was, of course, wholly
unnecessary; they were received most hospitably. From
this particular affair, Ford drew the following con-
clusion;

It is along these lines that we must work among
the Negroes, patiently overcoming their suspicions
and hesitations.

This experience in Harlem opens up a perspective
of wider actions not only in Harlem, but throughout
the country. Committees on Ethiopia should be set
up on a nation-wide scale, (p. 17)

If ever two movements possessed antithetical ideol-
ogies, they were the Communist Party and Father Di-
vine's group. Notwithstanding this sharp clash of basic
views, the Communist Party successfully penetrated
the ranks of Father Divine's movement. On this sub-
ject, James W. Ford made the following comment:

Another question that is bothering a number of
comrades in New York is the Father Divine move-
ment in connection with the united front ... the
comrades in Harlem have taken very seriously the
question which was raised at the last plenum—of go-
ing into the church organizations, making friends
with these people. Through our united front with
Father Divine we have been able to effect the pene-
tration of a mass organization of the Negro people.
A very important fact to remember in connection
with the Father Divine movement is the fact that the
followers of Father Divioe are workers, toiling
people; that is why we are attempting to penetrate
into this movement

The united front with the Father Divine movement
has been made on the basis of certain concrete is-
sues, (p. 17, 18)

For more than 20 years, the Communist Party has
pursued this tactic of penetration of non-Communist
organizations and groups. With the current dwindling
of its membership, the Party is pursuing the tactic more
ass.duously than ever. Recently, it has applied the
tactic on a broad scale among scientists on the issue of
radioactive fall-out. It hopes to reap vast gains on the
issue of integration in the public schools of the South.
Communists measure their gains in terms of social
turbulence. Wherever they are permitted, they wil
penetrate non-Communist groups which favor federal
intervention by force in the field of integration, hoping
thereby to increase turmoil and incite to violence. The
indispensable pre-conditions of Communist revolution-
ary sentiment are chaos and violence.

11
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The Communist Party cared little or nothing about

racial discrimination in the Queens hospital, about the

fate of the Scottsboro boys or Julius and Ethel Rosen-

berg, about the Italian war against Ethiopia, or about

the unemployed; it cares much about fishing in trou-

bled wafers. Only so can it serve its Kremlin master.

Negro College Presidents

The Communist-front apparatus has gained support,

in one degree or another, among 60 percent of Negro
college and and university presidents. The following

heads of Negro institutions of higher learning were

affiliated with the National Negro Congress:

Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank-

fort, Ky.
John M. Ellison, Virginia Union University, Rich-

mond, Va.
David D. Jones, Bennett College, Greensboro, N. C.
R. O'Hara Lanier, Texas Southern University, Hous-

ton, Texas.

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske-

gee, Ala.

Jacob L. Reddix, Jackson State College, Jackson, Miss.

The following were affiliated with the now defunct

.Southern Conference for Human Welfare:

Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank-

fort, Ky.

William H. Bell, Alcorn A. & M. College, Alcorn, Miss.

Horace Mann Bond, Lincoln University, Pa.

^•fu<-. E. Clement, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.
Albert W. Dent, Dillard University, New Orleans, La.

Edgar H. Goold, St. Augustine's College, Raleigh,

N. C.

Arthur Howe, Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va.
Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.

Mordecai Johnson, Howard University, Washington,
D. C.

David D. Jones, Bennett College, Greensboro, N. C
J. R. E. Lee, Florida A. & M. University, Tallahas-

see, Fla.

Benjamin E. Mays, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga.

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske-

gee, Ala.

E. C. Peters, Paine College, Augusta, Ga.
James E. Shepard, North Carolina College, Durham,

N. C.

H. C. Trenholm, Alabama State College for Negroes,

Montgomery, Ala.

John Brown Watson, Arkansas State A. & M. and

Normal College, Pice Bluff, Ark.
m. F. Whittaker, South Carolina State College, Or-

angeburg, S. C.

The following have been affiliated with the currently

functioning Southern Conference Educational Fund:

Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank-

fort, Ky,

12
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William Augustus Bell, Miles College, Birmingham,

Ala. .

Miller W. Boyd, Morristown College, Mornstown.

Tenn.

James P. Brawley, Clark College, Atlanta, Ga.

Rufus E. Clement, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.

Tandy W. Coggs, Arkansas Baptist College, Little

Rock, Ark.

James A. Colston, Knoxville College, Knoxville, Tenn.

John W. Davis, West Virginia State College, Institute,

W. Va.

Albert W. Dent, Dillard University, New Orleans, La.

John M. Ellison, Virginia Union University, Rich-

mond, Va.

M. LaFayette Harris, Philander Smith College, Little

Rock, Ark.

Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.

Mordecai W. Johnson, Howard University, Washing-

ton, D. C
Benjamin E? Mays, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga.

Richard I. McKinney, Storer College, Harpers Ferry,

W, Va.

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske-

gee, Ala.

E. C. Peters, Paine College, Augusta, Ga.

Hollis F. Price, LeMoyne College, Memphis, Tenn.

O. R. Reuben, Morris College School of Religion,

Sumter, S. C.

Joseph J. Rhoads, Bishop College, Marshall, Texas.

William R. Strassner, Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C.

There is no implication in the foregoing listings that

any of these heads of Negro institutions are Commu-
nists. They represent, however, a high degree of Com-
munist penetration into the ranks of the administra-

tors of Negro education.

Forty-five different heads of Negro institutions of

higher learning have had a total of 291 separate af-

filiations with the Communist-front apparatus. It is

apparent that the Communists have established a size-

able beachhead in Negro education.

Many of these affiliations mean that Communists or

pro-Communists have made personal contact with the

top administrators of Negro education. That is one of

the aims of the Communist-front technique. And, of

course, the Communists acquire a certain amount of

prestige for their projects.

If the so-called Negro masses were as susceptible to

Communist-front propaganda as the so-called Negro

intellectuals, the situation would be alarming. In his

condensation of Gunnar Myrdal's An American Di-

lemma, Arnold Rose makes the following observation:

Still the Communists have not succeeded in get-

ting any appreciable following among Negroes in

America, especially among the masses. During the

depression and again since the war, a number of

13
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leaders and intellectuals have become Communists
or "fellow travelers." ... To begin with, poor, un-
educated, and socially disadvantages groups have
never been particularly susceptible to radical propa-
ganda. It is usually the intellectuals and higher
strata of the working class that have been reached
first. (The Negro in America, p. 166)

National Council of Churches Penetrated

Remembering James W. Ford's statement about the
Communist Party's policy "of going into the church
organizations," some statistical data with respect to
this question are enlightening.

The Communist Party has been strikingly successful
in its efforts at infiltrating the Federal and the Na-
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
during the past 20-odd years.

In view of the fact that the philosophical bases of
Communism and Christianity are as antithetical as two
philosophies could possibly be, the success of the Com-
munists in penetrating the ranks of the Protestant
clergy is hard for some to understand. Nevertheless,
the cold statistical facts are a matter of public record."
It is not necessary to rely upon anybody's opinions.
The National Council of Churches was officially

constituted on November 29, 1950, in Cleveland, Ohio.
It was, in fact, nothing more than a reorganization of
the Federal Council of Churches.

In the formal constituting of the National Council
of Churches in Cleveland, one representative from each
of the participating communions signed the official

book which became the Document of Record. Eleven
of these 29 signers of the official book have public

records of affiliation with pro-Communist enterprises.

Their names and respective denominations are as

follows

:

Bishop S. L. Greene

—

African Methodist Episcopal
Bishop W. J. Walls

—

African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Dr. E. H. Pruden

—

American Bapist Convention
Dr. Desmond W. Bittinger

—

Church of the Brethren
Bishop Bertram W. Doyle

—

Colored Methodist Epis-

copal

Dr. Vere V. Loper

—

Congregational Christian

Rev. Josef A. Barton

—

Czech Moravian
Bishop J. Ralph Magee—Methodist
Dr. W. H. Jernagin

—

National Baptist Convention

USA, Inc.

Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill

—

Protestant Episcopal

Dr. Henry A. Vruwink

—

Reformed Church in America

It will be noted that 4 of the 11 signers of the

LJocumem of Record—Greene, Walls, Doyle, and
Jernagin—were representatives of all-Negro denomina-
tions. This is a disproportionately large number of

Negro clergymen. Whatever the reasons may be, it is

a fact that Negro professional groups have been more
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tusceptible to Communist penetration than their white

counter-parts.

There were 358 clergymen who were voting dele-

gates to the constituting convention of the National

Council of Churches in Cleveland. Of these clergymen,

123 (or 34 percent) have had affiliations with Com-

munist projects and enterprises. That represents a high

deeree of penetration.
'

These 123 voting delegates were divided as follows:

84 white and 39 Negroes. The total number of their

public pro-Communist affiliations is 659, of which 359

are affiliations of the white clergymen and 300 are

affiliations of the Negro clergymen. Again, these

figures indicate a disproportionately large number of

Negro clergymen with Communist affiliations, and a

higher degree of susceptibility to the appeals of Com-

munist causes. The average number of affiliations for

the Negro delegates is 7.7, while that of the whites

is 4.2.

The greater Communist penetration of the higher

ranks of Negro church dignitaries is evidenced by the

fact that '57 percent of the total number of currently

active Negro bishops of four Protestant denominations

have records of affiliation with Communist-front or-

ganibations and enterprises. The following Negro

bishops fall into this category:

African Methodist Episcopal Church

—

George W. Barber, Philadelphia, Pa.

Frank Madison Reid, Kittrell, N. C.

Joseph Gomez, Cleveland, O.

Frederick D. Jordan, Hollywood, Calif.

R. R. Wright, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa.

Carey A. Gibbs, Birmingham, Ala.

D. Ward Nichols, Jacksonville, Fla.

Sherman L. Greene, Atlanta, Ga.

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

—

William Jacob Walls, Chicago, El.

Raymond Luther Jones, Salisbury, N. C.

Hampton Thomas Medford, Washington, D. C.

Herbert Bell Shaw, Wilmington, N. C.

Stephen Gill Spottswood, Washington, D. C.

Charles Ewbank Tucker, Louisville, Ky.
Charles Cecil Coleman, Oklahoma City, Okla.

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church

—

J. A. Hamlett, Kansas City, Kan.

W. Y. Bell, South Boston, Va.

F. L. Lewis, Shreveport, La.

Bertram W. Doyle, Nashville, Tenn.

A. W. Womack, Indianapolis, Ind.

B. Julian Smith, Chicago, 111.

Methodist Church

—

J. W. E. Bowen, Atlanta, Ga.
Matthew W. Clair, Jr., St. Louis, Mo.
Edgar A. Lowe, Baltimore, Md.
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Eight of the above-named, currently active, Negro
bishops are officially connected with the Southern Con-
ference Educational Fund. They aree Bishop S. L.
Greene, Bishop F. L. Lewis, Bishop Edgar A. Lovci
Bishop Herbert Bell Shaw, Bishop Stephen GUI Spott*
wood, Bishop Charles Ewbank Tucker, Bishop Charles
Cecil Coleman, and Bishop Frank Madison Reid.
The aim of the Communist penetration of non-Com-

munist organizations is not necessarily to recruit mem-
bers of the Party, but rather to create a favorable
climate of opinion for certain limited objectives of the
Communist program. In this way, the stain of Com-
munism is removed from these objectives, and thus
they appear to be the objectives of men of goodwill.

Highlander Folk School Seminar
Over the Labor Day weekend (August 30-Septem-

ber 2, 1957), Highlander Folk School, at Monteagle,
1 ciiiicsace, iiaged its 25th anniversary seminar on "the
human aspects of the integration struggle." Notorious
Communists, veteran Communist fellow travelers, and
Negro leaders in all the recent major incidents attending
integration were present at the seminar (The incident
of Little Rock bad not yet occurred.)

Before taking up the records of the prominent inte-

grationists who were present, it is necessary to take a
look at the Highlander Folk School and its ideologic^]

orientation.

'H-e Highlands Folk School at Monteagle, Tennes-
see, was organized around 1932 by Myles Horton and
Don West. (See testimony of Paul Crouch, May 6,

3 949, Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American
Activities, page 193.) In his testimony, Mr. Crouch
said: "I would like to mention in this connection that

the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,
was a school organized by Myles Horton and Don West,
and which' Mr. (James) Dombrowski shortly thereafter

joined."

Paul Crouch, who gave the foregoing testimony con-

cerning the Highlander Folk School, was the top Com-
munist Party functionary in the South. His Communist
record given to a Senate committee by Crouch himself

attests his importance:

The major positions I held in the Communist
Party were the head of the Communist Party's de-

partment for infiltration of the Armed Forces of the

United States, a representative of the Communist
Party of the United States to the executive committee
.' .!». C^jiujuiiiii luternational in Moscow, a mem-
ber of a commission in Moscow to draft plaas to

infiltrate and subvert all the armed forces of the

world, and operate as honorary regimental comman-
der of the Red Army, a special student at the Frunze

Milit&ry Academy in Moscow; I was a member of the

editorial staff of the Daily Worker, official organ of
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the Communist Party, a member of the various com-

missions of the central and national committee of

the party, State or district organizer for Florida, for

Utah, for North and South Carolina, and Tennessee,

editor of the Communist magazine, The New South,

the official organ for the Southern States, member of

the district bureau of the Communist Party for Ala-

bama, Mississippi, and Georgia, and chairman of

the control commission of the Communist Party for

that area, a member of the district bureau of the

Communist Party for California, for Nevada, and

Hawaii, national secretary of the Anti Imperialist

League, and many other minor positions.

Speaking of James Dombrowski, Mr. Crouch testified

as follows: "I have met officially with him on a number

of occasions as head of the Communist District Bureau

of Tennessee ... at this conference Mr. Dombrowski

gave me the impression of being completely pro-Com-

munist and anxiojas to collaborate with the Communist

Party and follow its leadership, without taking the risk

of actual Party membership."

In March 1954, the Senate Subcommittee on Internal

Security held hearings in New Orleans on the subject

of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., of

which James Dombrowski was and is the executive

director. Among the witnesses who testified before

the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security in New
Orleans was one John Butler who had formerly been a

functionary of the Communist Party in Alabama.

In the course of his testimony, Mr. Butler stated that

he attended a meeting of Communist Party leaders in

July of 1942, in the Thomas Jefferson Hotel in Birming-

ham, Alabama. Mr. Butler stated that Alton Lawrence

introduced James Dombrowski to him on that occasion

as a Communist Party member. (See Senate Subcom-

mittee on Internal Security Hearings, March 18, 1954,

page 45.) According to Mr. Butler, this meeting of

Communist Party leaders was held in Dombrowski 's

own hotel room. In November, 1956, Alton Lawrence

was indicted on a charge of conspiring to file a false

non-Communist affidavit with the National Labor Re-

lations Board, which non-Communist affidavit is re-

quired of trade union officials by the Taft-Hartley Act.

(See New York Times, November 17, 1956.) Alton

Lawrence is currently an official of the Communist-
controlled International Union of Mine, Mill and Smel-

ter Workers.

In the early period of the Highlander Folk

School, Alton Lawrence was a member of its faculty.

On August 13, 1938, Mr. John P. Frey, president of

the Metal Trades Department of the AFL, testified

before the Dies Committee on Un-American Activities,

and named Elizabeth Hawes, Alton Lawrence, and
Myles Horton it persons who "attended a secret con-

vention in North Carolina, at which time plaas were
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made for spreading the revolutionary theories through-
out the South." Mr. Frey further testified: "In conX
Uon with this I might mention that the Highlander Folk
School at Monteagle, Tennessee, was mixed up in this
secret convention, in which these three C.I.O organ-
izers took a very prominent part." (See Dies Com-
mittee Hearings, Volume 1, page 126.)

Paul Crouch testified before the Senate Subcommit-
'ce

n°;
Internal Security, as follows: "The Highlander

Folk School is a school operated at Monteagle, Tennes-
see, ostensibly as an independent labor school, but
actually working in close cooperation with the Com-
munist Party." (See Hearings, page 47.) Dombrowski

^u instructor at the Highlander Folk School for a
cumber of years.

The following colloquy took place between Senator
Eastland, Committee Counsel Areas, and Mr. Crouch
during the latter's testimony:

SENATOR EASTLAND. Mr. Crouch, did you
ever visit Dr. Dombrowski's home?
MR. CROUCH. I visited the Highlander Folk

School where he was working. I didn't visit at his
home, but we spent a night at the same home to-

i-.ifcc/-, Caroline Stevenson's and he and Leo Sheincr
discussed in my presence the actual hideout of Com-
iT'unist leaders the night we were traveling to Winter
Haven.
MR. ARENS. He and Sheiner discussed in your

presence the hideouts for Communist leaden, top
* : ?ht leaders; is that correct?

MR. CROUCH. That is correct, sir. (See hearings,

P- 52.)

Don West, who has already been mentioned as con-
nected with the Highlander Folk School, was district

director of the Communist Party of North Carolina.
(See House Committee Hearings, May 6, 1949, page

At the New Orleans hearings of the Senate Commit-
tee, on March 20, 1954, Myles Horton was ejected

by the United States Marshal from the witness stand
and the hearing room, for disorderly conduct.

Jame.\ Dombrowski's record of pro-Communist ac-

l. ..lies and connections will be discussed under the sec-

.. .»; southern Conference Educational Fund, an
0,-ganization which is playing a key role in the drive

for integration in the South.

Abner W. Berry

The presence of a prominent Communist Party Negro
leader at the Highlander Folk School seminar is of

major significance. Through Abner W. Berry, the Com-
munist Party established personal contacts with the
?;.i,i fhe'-a leaders of the fight for integration. The Party,
:> it-, i'—-r.:-day su&tegy, acta the highest value on
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$uch personal contact*. It it the current strategy of

penetration.

Abner W. Berry is a veteran Communist Party leader.

More than 25 years ago, he was a member of the na-

tional council of the League of Struggle for Negro

Rights, a Communist sputnik which will be discussed

later. For 20 years, Berry has been a member of the

national committee of the Communist Party. He has

also been a member of the smaller central committee of

the Party {Daily Worker, May 23, 1938, p. 5). In

1946, he was educational director of the Communist
Party of Michigan {Daily Worker, Jan. 21, 1946, p. 5).

He was an instructor at the Communist Party's Jefferson

School of Social Science for several years before the

school closed in December, 1956.

Abner W. Berry is, and has been for years, a feature

writer for the Daily Worker. In this newspaper of the

Communist Party, Berry made a lengthy report on his

visit to the Highlander Folk School. In his report,

Berry said:

Here for four days Negro and white leaders of the

South representing millions of southerners, had the

precious communications established with each other

that had been disconnected during the past few years.

{Daily Worker, Sept. 10, 1957, p. 5)

Berry has been a writer for other Communist publi-

cations: Masses & Mainstream, Michigan Herald, New
Masses, People's Daily World, and Political Affairs. He
served for a number of years on the editorial board of

Political Affairs, the theoretical organ of the Communist
Party.

It is apparent that Abner W. Berry is a high ranking

leader of the Communist Party. It goes without saying
that the Party sent him to the Highlander Folk School
seminar. Such leaders receive their assignments from
the highest command of the Communist Party; they do
not go anywhere on their own. The cordial reception

which Berry was accorded at the Highlander Folk
School is convincing evidence of the school's ideological

orientation.

Berry states that "two southern NAACP branch
presidents" attended the Highlander Folk School semi-
nar on integration."

Pete Seeger

Another individual who has a long record of Com-
munist affiliations and activity was also a prominent
participant in the Labor Day weekend conference at
the Highlander Folk School, namely, Pete Seeger.

Pete Seeger is a nationally known folk singer who
has been prominently identified with the Communist
movement in this country for many years. He has been
named as a member of the Communist Party in swsrn
testimony.
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On August 18, 1955, Pete Seeger was a witness before
the house Committee on Un-American Activities. Time
and time again, Seeger defiantly refused to answer ques-
tions concerning his past or present membership in the
Communist Parly. He also declined to answer any
questions concerning his amliations with numeroui
Communist-front organizations. He did not invoke the
Fifth Amendment; he simply and contemptuously re-
fused to answer pertinent questions. He was accom-
panied by Paul L. Ross as counsel. Ross has also been
prominent in Communist activity for many years. (See
pages 2448-2460 of the Hearings, 1955.)
Among his many Communist connections, Pete Seeger

has been publicly affiliated with the following Commun-
ist organizations and enterprises which are on the At-
torney General's list: American Committee for Pro-
tection of Foreign Born; American Committee for
Yugoslav Relief; American Youth Congress; American
... :. ;-ji Democracy; Civil Rights Congress; Com-
mittee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy; Committee
lor the Negro in the Arts; Communist Party; Council on
African Affairs; Jefferson School of Social Science,
National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions;
Nature Friends of America; New Masses; Voice of
Freedom Committee; and Win-the-Peace Conference.

Seeger entertained with his guitar and folk songs at

—£1 iisier Folk School seminar.

^n R Thompson
TVie Rev. John B. Thompson was billed as seminar

' .::>•• at the Highlander Folk School Labor Day
wecKend affair. Thompson is dean of the Rockefeller
Memorial Chapel at the University of Chicago.

: t *. clergymen have better claims to qualification as

.
.

. ..n Communist fellow travelers than John B.

'Jr..v.p>on. He has served the Communist apparatus

long and faithfully in many capacities.

i 'u -npson was national chairman of the American
rs::ce Mobilization (Daily Worker, Sept. 3, 1940, p. 4)

and national chairman of the Committee to Defend
America by Keeping Out of War (letterhead, Aug. 10,

1940). These were organizations set up by the Com-
munis during the period of the Stalin-Hitler Pact. On
'; •-' • «. j :'i."H Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, the

American Peace Mobilization dropped its anti-war

•aAnd and changed its name to the American People's
'* : ;;. 'irii with John B. Thompson still at its head.

'. ''rorsy before a committee set up by the Illinois

• - ; . .;d«ti'ire in 1949, John B. Thompson tried to

sav mat the American Peace Mobilization was merely a

rejection of the general anti-war sentiment prevailing

; ~. ih.- United States in 1939, 1940, and 1941. Such a

.:!: ii r. either dishonest or incredibly stupid. The bona

f.'e ant:-war sentiment of the American people pre-

v^tu right up until the day of Pearl Harbor. Ibe

phony anti-war stand of the APM and the Communists

prevailed right up until June 22, 1941, when Hitler at-

tacked the Soviet Union. The bona fide American

peace advocates were ready to go to war only when the

Coiled States was attacked; the phony APM and Com-

munist Peace advocates were ready and eager to go

to war when their beloved Soviet Union was attacked.

The former were America Firsters; the latter were Rus-

tia Firsters.

Ten weeks before Hitler's invasion of the Soviet

Union, the APM, under Thompson's chairmanship, de-

clared: "This is not a war to wipe out the evils of

Hitlerism and tyranny ... It is a war to line the

pockets of corporate interests at the expense of the

peoples of the World."

In one of its official statements in March, 1941, the

APM said: "An English victory will result in the same

»ort of imperialist, anti-democratic peace as will a

Nazi victory."

From 1940 to 1942, John B. Thompson was head of

the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, a Com-
munist organization which will be discussed later.

Among the many other Communist organizations with

which Thompson has been affiliated, the following are

on the Attorney General's list: American Committee

for Protection of Foreign Born; International Labor

Defense; Emergency Peace Mobilization; National

Council of American-Soviet Friendship; National Coun-

cil of the Arts, Sciences and Professions; and People's

Institute of Applied Religion.

Aubrey Williams

Aubrey Williams and the Rev. Martin Luther King

were the two featured speakers at the closing session

of the Highlander Folk School seminar.

As president of the highly influential Southern Con-

ference Educational Fund, Aubrey Williams ranks

among top leaders of all-out integration.

Williams was director of the National Youth Admin-
istration under President Roosevelt. He also held other

high positions in the New Deal. In 1 945, however, the

U. S. Senate rejected his appointment as administrator

of the Rural Electrification Administration, after his

amliations with the Communist apparatus had been

placed in the record. He is at present editor and pub-
fisher of the Southern Farm and Home, Montgomery,
Alabama, which has a circulation of 800,000.

On March 19, 1954, Williams was subpoenaed to

testify before the Senate Internal Security Subcommit-
tee. In the course of his examination by committee
counsel Richard Arens, Williams testified that the fol-

lowing passage was a part of a speech which he had
delivered in Madison Square Garden, New York City,

on September 11, 1947, under the auspices of the Com-
munist-controlled Progressive Citizens of America:
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What they demand is that any man who admiti to
being a member of the Communist Party be fired im-
mediately on the grounds that no man can be loyal
to the United States and be a Communist. It is njy
belief that it is precisely at this point that we take
our stand and defend the right of any Communist to
maintain his position as an employee of the Govern-
ment of the United States. To take any less position
than this is to throw overboard such primary rights
as the freedom to think and to hold whatever beliefi
one chooses. (Hearings, p. 107; emphasis added)

Anyone holding Aubrey Williams' views on the em-
ployment of admitted Communist Party members in the
U. S. Government could be expected to welcome the aid
of Communist Party members in the drive for intern-
tion.

Acccrdirr to Abner W. Berry's account of the High-
lander Folk School seminar in the Daily Worker (Sept
10, 1957, p. 5) Aubrey Williams spoke "prophetically"
when he declared that the present situation in the South
"is only a short step to general violence" and that the
"stuff out of which rebellions are made is definitely
being planted."

In the later years of its existence, Aubrey Williami
was president of the Southern Conference for Human
Welfare.

The name of Aubrey Williams was attached to a
brief amici curiae on behalf of the Communist Party,
at the October 1955 Term of the U. S. Supreme Court.

Other red-bot integrationists whose names appear on
this defense of the Communist Party include the fol-

lowing: John M. Coe, James A. Dombrowski, W. E. B.
DuBois, James W. Ford, W. A. Hunton, and William
L. Patterson.

Aubrey Williams is, and has been for many years, a
member of the executive committee of the Highlander
Folk School.

It would be superfluous to add further details of the

many Communist affiliations of Aubrey Williams.

Martin Luther King

The Rev. Martin Luther King, president of the

Montgomery (Ala.) Improvement Association and pas-

tor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, delivered the

closing address at the Highlander Folk School seminar.

King is the nationally acclaimed Negro leader of the

jniegiation forces in the South. He is scheduled as one
.c .v. t.

::
...... j ^^ers at the forthcoming assembly of

the National Council of Churches of Christ in the

U. S, A., in December.
It is of great significance that King is in close touch

with such Communists and pro-Communists as were

assembled at the Highlander Folk School seminar. The
Communists would like nothing better than to take him

under their wing.

Leading Communists have been writing enthusias-

pcally about King's movement. In the April, 1 957, issue

of political Affairs, Benjamin J. Davis writes of "the

Batiooai upsurge of the Negroes in the South, spear-

beaded by the non-violent integration movement." (p.

)3) in his new book entitled Toward Negro Freedom,

the editor of Political Affairs, Herbert Aptheker, writes

of King's bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, as fol-

lows:

And in Montgomery, Alabama, there is the epic

struggle of the entire 50,000 members of its Negro

community . . . Here, with women in the lead, is the

unparalleled and unbreakable splendor of an entire

people speaking out to the world in tones of purity

and self-sacrifice and saying: "We will live in free-

dom, in our own day and here in our own city."

(p. 180)

Such rhetoric is calculated to ingratiate the Com-
munists with the Rev. Martin Luther King and his large

following. The art of flattery is the current tactic of

Communist penetration. The tactical crudities of the

Party's early years have given way to subtle refinements

in penetrating Negro organizations and movements. The
Communist Party, however, does not repudiate its

former methods which breathed revolutionary fire and
brimstone. Writing in Political Affairs, James E. Jack-

sen (one of the top Negro leaders of the Communist
Party) says:

It has for three decades been the honorable (sic)

task of Communists to set a high standard of devo-

tion to and energetic leadership in the fight for Negro
tights. Recognizing the special national character of

this question, we have raised our voices among the

workers when others stood mute. (Resolution pre-

sented to the 16th National Convention of the

CPUSA by James E. Jackson, chairman of the Sub-

committee on Negro Rights; Political Affairs, March,
1957, p. 34)

:

Jackson thus fondly embraces the Communist Party's

record in the African Blood Brotherhood, the American
Negro Labor Congress, the League of Struggle for Ne-
gro Rights, the National Negro Congress, and other

misadventures in its efforts to kindle revolutionary ardor
among American Negroes.

Now, the Party looks upon Martin Luther King's
work and movement as a new opportunity to incite

racial animosity, and upon King's attendance at the
Highlander Folk School seminar as a most desirable

contact

In its present adulation of Martin Luther King and
bis kind of "liberation" movement, the Communist
Party still bows reverently at the altar of Marxist-

Leninist Theory. James E. Jackson, quoted above on
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the subject of the Party's past, turns to the Communk
Party's present and writes:

As the advance guard of the American working
class, the Communist Party must continue to makeit*
contributions to the fight for Negro rights, under the
changed conditions of today, as effectively, as hon-
orably, as it did in previous periods of struggle. The
fight for Negro rights needs the contribution which
Communists, guided by Marxist-Leninist theory, art
in a position to make, (p. 34)

On February 21, 1956, after the bus boycott m
Montgomery had run for 11 weeks, the Negro leaden
of the boycott were arrested and charged with violation

of Alabama's anti-boycott statute. The Rev. Martin
Luther King was among those arrested. On March 22.
he was found guilty and fined $500. The case is on"

appeal.

It is interesting to note that the proponents of public

school integration in the South make a great to-do about

the U. S. Supreme Court's decision of May 17, 1954.

by claiming with unparalleled vehemence that the de-

cision is "the law of the land." On the other hand, they

ignore with complete unanimity the U. S. Supreme
Court's decision of 1908 declaring the organized boy-

cott of the Danbury Hatters to be in violation of the

Sherman Anti-Trust Act, the principle of which de-

cision is reflected in Alabama's anti-boycott statute.

Mrs. Rosa Parks

It goes almost without saying that Mrs. Rosa Parks

was in attendance at the Highlander Folk School semi-

nar.

It was Mrs. Parks who started the Montgomery bus

boycott. On December 1, 1955, when she refused to

sit in a seat in the rear of a bus, she was arrested and

fined $14. Shortly prior to her dramatic defiance of

the segregation ordinance, Mrs. Parks had taken i

course at Highlander Folk School.

Mrs. Parks promptly became a heroine to the Com-
munists. The Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, i

Communist front, arranged meetings for her in New
York City, including one at the home of Mr. and Mm.
Corliss Lament.

Charles G. Gomillion

Charles G. Gomillion, dean of Tuskegee Institute in

Alabama, was one of the prominent participants in the

* ' :,: Diy conference at the Highlander Folk School.

As president of the Tuskegee Civic Association, Go-

million received a considerable amount of publicity in

the nation's press in the summer of 1957, in connection

with his leadership of a Negro boycottt against the

white merchants of the town of Tuskegee. This was one

of the recent militant activities of Southern Negroes. On

August 15, 1957, an injunction was issued against the

boycott on the ground that it was a violation of Ala-

bama's anti-boycott statute. (New York Times, Aug.

Gomillion's organized boycott began on June 26,

after a mass meeting of the Tuskegee Civic Association

in protest against the Alabama legislature's proposed re-

vision of Tuskegee's city limits. Gomillion did not even

allege that the white merchants were in any way respon-

sible for the initiation of the revision.

Dean Gomillion's pro-Communist connections have

been significant. In testimony before the House Corn-

mil tee on Un-American Activities on July 21, 1947, he

was identified as a current member and secretary of the

advisory board of the Southern Negro Youth Congress,

an outright Communist organization (see below).

In a press release dated April 21, 1947, Gomillion

was listed as a signer of a manifesto of Negro leaders

against the outlawing of the Communist Party. The

manifesto was released from 23 West 26th Street, New
York City, which is now the national headquarters of

the Communist Party, and which, in 1947, was head-

quarters of a dozen Communist organizations including

the American Committee for Protection of Foreign

Born. Co-signers of the manifesto included such Com-

munist stalwarts as Paul Robeson, W. E. B. DuBois,

Benjamin J. Davis, and Doxey A. Wilkerson. The sign-

ers called upon the President and Congress "to repudi-

ate decisively the fascist-like proposal ... to Ulegalize

the Communist Party," and declared: "We will resist

with all our power every step taken in that direction."

The Worker, Communist Party Sunday newspaper, of

August 29, 1948, carried a full-page advertisement of an

enterprise called The First Line of Defense. It was

another manifesto in defense of the Communist Party,

opening with the following words addressed to the Presi-

dent and the Attorney General: "We, the undersigned

Negro Americans, strongly condemn your hysteria-

breeding arrests of the Negro leaders of the Communist

Party, and call upon you to take positive action to pro-

tect civil rights instead of persecuting political minori-

ties." This manifesto, too, was signed by Charles G.

Gomillion. Co-signers included the following notorious

Communist Party leaders of the Negro race: Louis E.

Burnham, Ernest Thompson, Abner W. Berry (one of

the participants in the Highlander Folk School confer-

ence), James W. Ford, Harry Haywood, W. A. Hunton,

Richard B. Moore, S. C. Patterson, and Doxey Wilker-

son.

Gomillion sponsored a testimonial dinner for W. E.

B. DuBois whose services to the Communist cause have

been enormous. The dinner was given at Essex House,

New York City, on February 23, 1951. Prominent

Communists who co-sponsored this DuBois testimonial

dinner included the following: Herbert Aptheker, Mrs.

Louise Berman, Howard Fast, Frederick V. Field, Ben
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Gold, W. A. Hunton, Albert E. Kahn, William L p»t
terson, Melba Phillips, Joseph Selly, Howard Sekim."
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred K. Stem (who recently fled behind
the Iron Curtain to escape indictments for esoiona»e\
and Gene Weltfish.

P °M^ )l

Charles G. Gomillion is a member of the board of
directors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund.
an organization whose ideological orientation toward
Communism will be discussed later.

Gomillion and his Tuskegee Civic Association are
part of an interlocking apparatus which includes the
Highlander Folk School and the Southern Conference
Educational Fund.

In his 1956 presidential report to the Tuskegee Civic
Association, Dean Gomillion stated that at one of their
meetings in February, 1956, a speaker discussed "the
role of the Highlander Folk School, and the search for
an effective social action program." He also stated that
one of the major roles of the Tuskegee Civic Association
was cooperation "with the Highlander Folk School in
the effort to develop effective personal and group tech-
niques for facilitating racial desegregation."

In view of the fact that Gomillion and his TCA had
been cooperating with the Highlander Folk School for
at least a year and a half, it may be presumed that his
illegal boycott of the white merchants of Tuskegee was
one of the group techniques werked out by the two
organizations. Furthermore, it may be assumed that
Gomillion's close association with the Communist ap-
paratus, as set forth above, was some kind of prepara-
tion for his adoption of the militant boycott technique.
The manager of Tuskegee's largest department store

was quoted in the New York Times, as follows: 'The
Negro leaders picked the wrong target. The merchants
didn't have anything to do with Senator Engelhardt's
bill. I think they realize that the boycott is unfair.
We've worked closely with the Negroes on charity drives
and when they asked for credit we extended it without
question." It is, of course, standard Communist tatties

to exacerbate existing tensions and to create racial strife

where none had existed, i

Fred B. Routh ^
The Southern Regional Council was represented at

the Highlander Folk School seminar in the person of
Fred B. Routh. Mr. Routh bears the title of assistant

director of the Southern Regional Council.
The Southern Regional Council, recipient of a grant

of $245,000 from the Fund for the Republic, is one of
the most influential organizations of whites and Negroes
in the South. It has been penetrated by the Communist-
front apparatus.

The following directors of the Southern Regional
Ownhi have H*fn affiliated with Communist organiza-

tions:
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Rlifus B Atwood, president of Kentucky State College

Braiisford R. Brazeal, professor at Morehouse College

Rufus E Clement, president of Atlanta University

i M Ellison, president of Virginia Union University

Charles G. Gomillion, dean of Tuskegee Institute

Charles S. Johnson, late president of Fisk University

r. O'Hara Lanier, president of Texas Southern Uni-

YgrsitY

Beniamin E. Mays, president of Morehouse College

Jacob L. Reddix, president of Jackson State College

H. C. Trenholm, president of Alabama State College

for Negroes

All of the foregoing directors of the Southern Re-

gional Council are Negroes and all are connected with

Negro institutions of higher learning.

Others Present

The Rev. David H. Brooks, Protestant Episcopal high

church clergyman (Negro), was a speaker at the High-

lander Folk School seminar. He was a leader of the

Tallahassee bus boycott which occurred during the last

seven months of 1956.

The Daily Worker, July 1, 1952, carried a front-page

itory about a petition drawn up by the noted pro-Com-

munist, W. E. B. DuBois, urging President Truman to

adopt a policy of "withdrawal of military forces and

installations by the U. S. and all other governments

from all foreign territory where their presence is not

authorized by agreement of all the major powers." Such

a policy would, of course, be a Communist booby trap.

Of the alleged 160 Negro signers of this DuBois petition,

the names of only four were given in the Daily Worker;

and one of the four was the name of the Rev. David H.

Brooks.

Allen McSwain (Negro) was a speaker who repre-

sented the Clinton, Tennessee, school incident.

Bernice Robinson, also a speaker at the Highlander

Folk School seminar, discussed the Johns Island, South

Carolina, integration incident.

Conrad Browne (white) came to the seminar from

Koinonia Farm, an interracial colony near Americus,

Georgia. This interracial community has been an in-

citement to prolonged violence.

Ralph Helstein, president of the United Packing

House Workers of America, AFL-CIO, was also a

speaker. This union has been heavily infiltrated by

known Communists.

A Succession of Sputniks for Negroes

One of the top leaders of the Communist Interna-

tional, Otto Kuusinen, said in a speech before the ex-

ecutive committee of the C.I. that it was the first busi-

ness of the Communists to launch satellite organizations

and committees. In The Communist of May, 1931,

Kuusinen was quoted on these satellites of the Com-
munist Party, as follows:
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'

well, aiove otf mass organizations sympathizing whhour aims and able to aid us for special purptJiWe must create a whole solar system of orga^a,^
and smaller committees around the Communist Parry
so to speak, smaller organizations working actual!*
under the influence of our Party {not under mechani-
cal leadership), (p. 409-423; emphasis in original)

The satellite or sputnik organizations which the Com
munist Party in the United States has launched espe-
cially for Negroes are far too numerous to name all tf
them. Brief sketches of the principal sputniks in this
category will, however, serve to illuminate the aims and
tactics of the American Communist Party with respect
to the Negroes of the United States.

A partial list of the Communist sputniks for Neeroes
follows: &

African Blood Brotherhood
Alabama Peoples Educational Association
Citizens Emergency Conference for Interracial Unity
Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor
League of Struggle for Negro Rights
Negro Labor Victory Committee
Southern Negro Youth Congress
United Negro and Allied Veterans of America
Abolish Peonage Committee
American Negro Labor Congress
American Negro Labor Council
Committee to Defend Angelo Herndon
Committee for the Negro in the Arts
Committee to Aid the Fighting South
Frederick Douglass Educational Center
Martinsville Seven Committee
National Negro Congress
Negro People's Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy
Southern Conference for Human Welfare
Southern Conference Educational Fund
Of these, only the Southern Conference Educational

Fund is still in existence.

African Blood Brotherhood

The African Blood Brotherhood was the first sputnik
in the Communist Party's system of satellites. It was
penetrated and captured, not originally launched, by the
Communists.

Joseph Zack Komfeder, then a leading member of
the Communist Party, has told the following story of
the penetration and capture of the African Blood Brotb-
-iuuoU.

. . . the Communist Party activities amongst the
Negroes here in the United States started about 1921,
and were prompted by a letter sent to the American
Party by Nikolai Lenin . . . Well, so, of course, the

party couldn't ignore a letter from Nikolai Lenin . . .

{was then the junior member of the Central Com-

mittee . . - Well, when I looked around I found that

there was simply no Negro membership in the Com-

munist Party ... I knew from the Socialist Party that

there were some Negroes in Harlem in a branch of

the Socialist Party which was mostly Negroes, al-

though there were also whites in the same branch, and

1 looked up one of tbem and he advised me to see an

individual by the name of Cyril Briggs. Well, I

looked up this individual, and he was the editor of a

paper called The Crusader, which was the official

organ of a Negro organization called the African

Blood Brotherhood. Well, I put in quite an effort on

this fellow Briggs, to see whether I could work him

over ideologically, and as I got acquainted with him,

1 noticed that he was having his financial troubles

publishing the paper. I didn't tell him that I repre-

sented the Communist Party, of course. I just posed

as a liberal uncle, who had his sympathies on the

Negro side, and was willing to help him. Whenever

he ran into some trouble about paying the printer,

well, 1 always obliged with a few hundred dollars.

This way I became friends with this Briggs and I

worked him over ideologically, and the cant of the

journal changed. And, of course, in due time I got

at some of his friends who weTe on the Board of

Directors, and, well, it took only about a year before

the controlling influence in that organization upon

top was exerted through me, and they pretty nearly

would do, although they weren't yet in the party, what

I wanted them to do. Well, and later on I signed him

up into the Communist Party as a member. So that

was the first Negro organization that the party got

hold of ideologically, at least—later on organiza-

tionally. That's how the thing started. (Subversion in

Racial Unrest, Baton Rouge, La., March 6-9, 1957,

p. 37)

Cyril Briggs went on to become one of the most

prominent Negro leaders in the history of the Com-
munist Party in the United States.

American Negro Labor Congress

The American Negro Labor Congress was organized

in Chicago in October, 1925. It was a Communist
united front maneuver and the successor to the African

Blood Brotherhood.

In his book entitled The Negro People in American
History, William Z. Foster writes concerning the ANLC
as follows:

The American Negro Labor Congress was organ-

ized in Chicago in November 1925, mainly upon the

initiative of the Communists . . . The leader of the

movement was Lovett Fort-Whiteman, and its journal

was The Champion, Outstanding Communist Negro
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workers in it were James W. Ford, Harry Haywood.
Maude White, and many others . . . It* membership
was eventually confined mainly to CommunUtJ.

Lovett Fort-Whiteman was a student at the Lenin
School in Moscow, an institution at which foreign Com-
munists were taught the theory and tactics of propa-
ganda, agitation, and espionage. Fort-Whiteman was
also an American delegate to the Sixth World Congress
of the Communist International in 1928. (International
Press Correspondence, July 25, 1928, p. 708)

Foster says that the ANLC "was handicapped by sec-
tarianism—by writing too left* a program for the
masses." Foster also maintains that the ANLC encoun-
tered "strong opposition" from the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People and the
National Urban League.

Od the eve of the organization of the ANLC, Lovett
Fort-Whiteman announced, with pride and obviously
gross exaggeration, that

—

Each day, everyone promoting the American Negro
Labor Congress notes a growing uneasiness in the
ruling class of this country in contemplation of the
coming American Negro Labor Congress. (Daily
Worker, October 7, 1925, p. 3)

The Communist Internatioal (a mere euphemism for

the Kremlin) kept a watchful eye on the American Com-
munist Party and all the little sputniks revolving around
it. The American Negro Labor Congress, insignificant

•is 1l v.ui, did not escape the attention of the Musovite
bosses of the American Communists.

Tr- a resolution of October 26, 1928, three years after

the launching of the sputnik known as the ANLC, the

Communist International said:

The American Negro Labor Congress continues to

exist only nominally. Every effort should be made to

strengthen this organization as a medium through
which we can extend the work of the Party among
ibe N^gro masses and mobilize the Negro workers
under our leadership. (The Communist Position on
the Negro Question, p. 59)

The directives of the Communist International for

the American Communist Party were supervised and
enforced on the scene by a personal representative of

the Communist International. In 1928, one of these

agents of the Comintern in the United States was John

Pepper. Benjamin Gitlow identifies Pepper in the fol-

lowing words:

A commander of the Hungarian Red Army in

j », *y, lie had fled to Russia after the overthrow of the

-j... uii Soviet Republic and along with Bela Kun
became an important functionary of the Comintern.
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In Hungary his name had been Josef Pogany; he came

to America as John Pepper. (/ Confess, p. 136)

Id a pamphlet entitled American Negro Problems,

published by Workers Library Publishers in 1928, John

pepper wrote concerning the ANLC, as follows:

The American Negro Labor Congress which is still

very weak, must be reorganized and activized. The

Communists working within this organization should

try to make it serve as an intermediary mass organ-

ization, as a medium through which the Party can

extend its work among the Negro masses and mobilize

the Negro workers under its leadership, (emphasis

in original; p. 15)

When the sputnik named American Negro Labor

Congress petered out, it was brought down and a new

one was launched.

James W. Ford, twice vice-presidential candidate on

the Communist Party ticket, records that the frank

inti-religious position of the American Negro Labor

Congress was one of the reasons for its failure. In his

book, The Negro and the Democratic Front, published

in 1938, Ford wrote:

I recall particularly the strict and unyielding atti-

tude taken by the leaders of the American Negro

Labor Congress toward religion. This attitude pre-

vented the Congress from becoming a mass influence

among church people. At an A. N. L. C. meeting in

Chicago, 1926, composed of a large number of re-

ligious people, a leader of the organization in the

course of his remarks, said: 'To hell with religion;

damn the church." (p. 82)

Ford then told how the Communist Party changed

its tactics and made dupes of church organizations and

religious people:

But today in the National Negro Congress church

organizations and religious people work co-operatively

with non-church people. Our Negro Communists are

fraternizing with church people in order to organize

them in the struggle for Negro liberation, (ibid, p.

82-83)

Ford's meaning is crystal clear: the Communists

adopted a policy of tactical silence with respect to their

basic contempt for, and hostility toward, religion and

the churches—a policy which continues today.

The last convention of the American Negro Labor

Congress was held in St. Louis in November, 1930,

where, by unanimous decision, the name was changed

to the League of Struggle for Negro Rights, (ibid,

p. 83)

League of Struggle for Negro Rights

Immediate successor to the American Negro Labor

Congress, the League of Struggle for Negro Rights was

31

t***l|tfar' '.JWrt

*r5*»J2**»£»..-*^-. .«iJW'V. .;-, ^v^',. .*..,,«-,;.-..v-J'-VU**.

r«*fl*r3&l&&&a&tt»2f*+U!p: -



-"'i|^ '"- ggp>-
' J

jftf r '••|T"*
V
^^C'"

*y?*gWir*

**gh^ 'JWjKBfJBBfc.

\asa3ftifcc*^ '''"*-•.-. -****' "'t:'. "-..
.
/'. **?"

the same old «fMini* with a new name. The names ofCommunist sputniks have had a way of wearing out
and, when they do, the Party thinks up new names in
order to seduce new followers. Thus, the American
League Against War and Fascism became the American
League for Peace and Democracy when the new united-
front line was adopted after the Seventh World Con-
gress of the Communist International in 1935 Durinp
World War II, the Young Communist League metamor-
phosed into American Youth for Democracy on October
1 7, 1 943—same convention, same officers, same revolu-
tionary objectives. Later on, the Southern Conference
for Human Welfare became the Southern Conference
Educational Fund in 1947—same officers, same address,
same telephone number, same publication (Southern
Patriot), and same Communist objectives.

There was no attempt to conceal the Communist Par-u \ rnnfml «f the League of Struggle for Negro Rights.
Among the national council members of the organiza-
tion were such high functionaries of the Communist
Party as William Z. Foster, Earl Browder, James W.
Ford, Robert Minor, Benjamin J. Davis, Harry Hay-
wood, Cyril Briggs, Clarence Hathaway, Irving Potash,
Louis Weinstock, Israel Arnter, Claude Lightfoot, and
Aoriti W. berry (of the Highlander Folk School semi-
r,:>) iFyaUty, Land, and Freedom: A Program for
Negro Liberation, published by the League of Struggle
for Negro Ri?hts

;
New York, 1933, p. 44-46)

i-.ngston Hughes was president of the League of
Siruyple for Negro Rights.

in in Program for Negro Liberation, the LSNR re-
» .n-d r.he doctrine of Negro nationhood:

v...- proclaim before the whole world that the
*... l-n Negroes are a nation—a nation striving

. .v:..-J manhood but whose growth is violently re-

i.irdeJ and which is viciously oppressed by American
-'Y': •: -m. The program here presented outlines

• he oniv course of action which guarantees the de-
velopment of the American Negroes to full nation*
hood, which will elevate them to that rightful place
of equality before all and subservience before none,
(ibid, p. 7-8)

in-.- pr-.-grani { the LSNR also reiterated the Com-
r»-:iT.i*i demands for confiscation of the property of the
So'jfhprj} whiter:

T1 -.' t , _:.* of Struggle for Negro Rights therefore
:-' t,S rhp confiscation without compensation of the
-iiii-i oi ihe big landlords and capitalists in the South
and Us distribution among the Negroes and white
small farmers and sharecroppers, (ibid, p. 10)

L: h^ Report of the Central Committee to the Eighth
Come: tion cf the Communist Party, held in Cleveland,
uhio, April 2-8, 1934, Earl Browder said:
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A more broad and all-inclusive organizational form

for the Negro liberation struggles is the League of

Struggle for Negro Rights. This should embrace in

its activities all of the basic economic organizations

of Negro and white workers standing on the program

of Negro liberation, and further unite with them all

other sections of the Negro population drawn to-

wards this struggle, especially those large sections of

the petty-bourgeoisie, intellectuals, professionals, who
can and must be won to the national liberation cause.

The L. S, N. R. must, in the first place, be an active

federation of existing mass organizations; and second-

ly, it must directly organize its own membership
branches composed of its most active forces and all

supporters otherwise unorganized. The present be-

ginnings of the L. S. N. R. and its paper, The Liber-

ator, which with only a little attention have already

shown mass vitality, must be energetically taken up,

and spread throughout the country. (Communism in

the United States, 1935, p. ..9)

Browder's grandiose conception of the LSNR was a

piece of typical Communist wishful thinking. The
LSNR gave way to the National Negro Congress in

1936.

National Negro Congress

The fact that the Communist Party was preparing to

launch one of its sputniks, the National Negro Congress,

was noisily proclaimed long before it was sent revolving

around the Party.

The very suggestion that the National Negro Congress
be launched was made by the Negro Communist leader,

James W. Ford. In his book, The Negro People in

American History, William Z. Foster writes:

This broad movement (the National Negro Con-
gress), which operated in the tradition of the historic

Negro people's conventions, had been suggested two
years before by James W. Ford, in a debate with
Oscar de Priest and Frank Crosswaith. (p. 488)

The Party Organizer of March, 1935, let it be known
that the Communist Party was laying careful plans to
launch the National Negro Congress. This was almost
one year before its plans came to fruition. The Party
Organizer, in publishing excerpts from a report to one
of the plenums of the Communist Party, said:

In connection with the question of the united front
on the Negro question—if we work properly now
and see that we must penetrate these organizations
(the churches, the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, etc) there is the pos-
sibility of building up a National Negro Congress on
a broad united front basis. We had a discussion
about this conference in the N. Y. District (of the
Communist Party) in which we discussed the Negro
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question, and the possibility of a National Negro
Congress. If we make the proper orientation, we will
be able to build the biggest Congress of Negro people
ever held. It means patient work in (non-Commun-
ist) Negro organizations, (p, 21)

It is obvious that the Communist Party had even
selected the name of the new sputnik a year in advance
of its launching.

In a condensation of Gunnar Myrdal's An American
Dilemma, Arnold Rose says that "the National Negro
Congress grew out of a conference in the spring of
1935 held at Howard University under the joint auspices
of its Division of Social Sciences and of the Joint Com-
mittee on National Recovery." (The Negro in America,
p. 262) This joint conference at Howard University was
held in May. The Party Organizer of March, 1935,
quoted above, is a documentary refutation of the paren-
tage of the National Negro Congress as given in Arnold
",*"'«-''- cnndor-vailon of An American Dilemma.

In a confidential memorandum of the Department of
Justice, issued for the guidance of the departmental
heads of the federal government, the Attorney General
of the United States made the following observation con-
cerning the National Negro Congress:

The National Negro Congress, throughout its exis-

tence, has closely followed the Communist Party lines,

espousing causes and adopting issues sponsored by
the Party ... In the field of American foreign policy

it c:;iied to; united action on the part of the Democra-
cies (including the Soviet Union) against fascism

prior to the Russo-German pact of non-aggression,

but after the signing of the pact assailed the "imperial-

ist conflict" as having "nothing to do with saving

and extending democracy." When the Nazis attacked

Russia, however, the leaders of the (National Negro)
Congress advocated all-out aid to the Soviet Union
and urged immediate entrance of the United States

into the war on the side of Britain and the Allies.

Supporting the foregoing view of the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Third National Negro Congress meeting in

Washington, D. C, in April, 1940, adopted the follow-

ing resolution.

The National Negro Congress declares that the

Negro people have everything to lose and nothing to

gain by American involvement in the imperialist war

and sharply condemns the Administration for the

steps it has taken towards involvement and the par-

tiality it has shown.

On October 1 6, 1 940, speaking under the auspices of

the Church League for Industrial Democracy in Kansas

City, Missouri, Max Yergen (president of the National

Negro Congress) toed the Communist Party line on the

subject of the war, in the following words:
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We do not believe we have any business allying

ourselves with either of the belligerent sides now re-

sponsible for the war ... It becomes clear that the

similarities between fascist and imperialist rule are

numerous and strong. (Democracy and the Negro

People Today, p. 9 and 12)

Max Yergen has since made a clean break with the

Communist apparatus.

A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of

Sleeping Car Porters (AFL), was the first president of

the National Negro Congress. He was, in fact, already

designated as president of the NNC when the new or-

ganization was first convened in Chicago on February

t4, 1936. The Communist Party had, of course, se-

lected Randolph for the position. The Party had left

nothing to chance or the delegates to the Congress.

On account of illness, Randolph was not present at

the 1 936 sessions of the National Negro Congress. His

presidential address, prepared before the Congress met,

was read by Charles Wesley Burton, a Negro lawyer

from Chicago.

Randolph's address was the kind which might well

have been prepared at Communist Party headquarters.

With typical soapbox flourishes, Randolph said:

... the Negro people face a hard, deceptive and

brutal capitalist order, despite its preachments of

Christian love and brotherhood.

What has brought us to this insistent question? The
answer in brief lies in the (First) World War, the

sharpening and deepening of capitalist exploitation of

the workers of hand and brain, the acceleration of a

technological revolution creating a standing army of

unemployed, the ripening and maturing of monopoly

capitalism thru trustification, rationalization and the

rapid march of financial imperialism, and the intensi-

fication of racial and religious hatreds, together with

increasingly blatant and provocative nationalism.

But the war itself was the effect of a deeper cause

and that cause was the profit system which provides

and permits the enrichment of the few at the expense

of the many . , . (The Official Proceedings of the

National Negro Congress, 1936, p. 8, 9)

Randolph paid his respects to the Communist Party's

International Labor Defense. He said:

Those organizations that are serving on the civil

rights front effectively for the Negro are the National

Association for the Advancement of Colored People,

and the International Labor Defense, (ibid p. 10)

In fairness to A. Philip Randolph, and to complete

the record, it must be pointed out that eventually he

became disgusted with the Communist domination of

the National Negro Congress and resigned from its

presidency. After the meeting of the Third Congress,

Randolph wrote:
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... I consider the Communists a definite menace
and a danger to the Negro people and labor, because
of their rule or ruin and disruptive tactics in the
interest of the Soviet Union ... The Congress was
deliberately packed with Communists and C. 1 O
members who were either Communists or sympa-
thizers with Communists ... v

\ quit the congress because I was opposed to it
or its officials, expressing sympathy for the Soviet
Union, which is the death prison where democracy
and liberty have walked their "last mile" and where
shocking blood purges wipe out any and all persons
who express any dissenting opinions from dictator
Stalin.

I quit the congress because I saw that the Com-
munists were firmly in the saddle . . . Their minds
were already made up when they came there by
Communists' manipulations, caucuses, and propa-
ganda ... I quit the congress because it was not
truly a Negro Congress. (Congressional Record, May
14, 1940, p. 2944-5)

3

The Communist domination of the National Negro
Congress was, of course, evident from the beginning to
anyone sufficiently interested in the evidence.

Despite the plain truth about the Communists and
the NNC, it received a boost from Norman Thomas.
Philip Murray, and Walter White of the N.A.A.C.P.—
all of whom appeared as speakers at the Second Na-
tional Negro Congress in October, 1937.

I he Second National Negro Congress was convened
in Philadelphia. The NNC officials made arrangements
for a special train from New York to Philadelphia,
through World Tourists, a Soviet travel and espionage
agency.

In addition to Walter White of the N.A.A.C.P., the
National Negro Congress was able to attract, as speak-
ers or sponsors, many other Negro leaders among whom
were the following: Frederick D. Patterson, president of
Tuskegee Institute; Rufus B. Atwood, president of Ken-
tucky State College; John M. Ellison, president of Vir-
ginia Union University; David D. Jones, president of
Bennett College; R. O'Hara Lanier, president of Texas
Southern University; and Jacob L. Reddix, president of
Jackson State College.

The National Negro Congress also enlisted as stooges
the following bishops of Negro churches: Bishop James
A. Bray. Colored Methodist Episcopal; Bishop R. A.
Carter, Colored Methodist Episcopal; Bishop W. J.

Walls. African Methodist Episcopal Zion; Bishop R. R.
"».gu!, African Methodist Episcopal; Bishop W. A.
Fountain, African Methodist Episcopal; and Reverdy
C. Ransom, African Methodist Episcopal.

The affiliations of these Negro college presidents and
Negro bishops indicate that the Communist Party has
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hni a large measure of success in penetrating the ranks

of Negro educators and ctergymeo.

During the period extending from 1936 to the end

of World War II, the National Negro Congress and the

Communist Party dropped such slogans as "A Negro

Republic in the Black Belt" and "The Liberation of

the Oppressed Negro Nation." This was in keeping with

the Communist Party's new tactical orientation of the

people's Front. After World War II, the Communists

reverted to their basic disloyalty to the United States.

Communists in the armed forces of the United States

fought with great zeal in the war against the Axis Pow-

ers, not out of any loyalty to their own country but be-

cause their adopted "fatherland," the Soviet Union, was

a co-belligerent.

Following World War II, the National Negro Con-

gress and the Communist Party showed their true

colors. On June 6, 1946, the NNC addressed a petition

to the United Nations, requesting that foreign agency

to conduct an investigation into the oppression of the

Negro people.

Communist tactics are always subject to drastic altera-

tion without notice, but the basic aim of violent revolu-

tion is never abandoned.

The National Negro Congress was liquidated in 1947.

It had served the purposes of the Communist conspiracy

admirably for almost a decade, but during its later years

it had become so indelibly stamped as a Soviet sputnik

that its influence outside the immediate circle of Com-

munists was rapidly approaching the vanishing point.

Never discouraged, and always ready to start all over

again, the Party went on to the launching of new sput-

niks.

Southern Negro Youth Congress

The Southern Negro Youth Congress originated as

the youth section of the National Negro Congress. Its

first conference was held in Richmond, Virginia, Febru-

ary 13-14, 1937, at the Fifth Street Baptist Church.

The late Edward E. Strong, Communist Party Negro

leader, was chairman of the youth section of the NNC
and of the SNYC.
The SNYC was formed during the era of the People's

Front, and its behavior was guided accordingly. At its

first session, the pastor of the Baptist Church pro-

nounced an invocation. There was nothing of the

damn-the-church attitude which had characterized the

period of the American Negro Labor Congress, al-

though the Communists were in complete control.

Speakers at the first conference of the SNYC included

E. Franklin Frazier, professor at Howard University,

Mordecai W. Johnson, president of Howard University,

and Angelo Heradon.

During the conference, a seminar was devoted to the

subject, "The Role of the Negro Church in Solving the
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Social and Economic Problems of Negro Youth- Theleader of the sacninar was Herbert M %»•**. «

£ School
!

«f Religion, Bishop"M^^KT,^6,^ disCUssion we« Harold £la.£ School of Religion, Howard University, and Jam*

£e Rev C^SigTVrt
UDi0D U"*«El be Rev. C. E. Queen, pastor of the Leigh Street Metflodist Church, also pronounced an invocation

At one sessiom of the Richmond conference, W F
Richardson, of the National Association for the Advancernent of Colored People, presided. The NAACP
national headquarters had a full-page advertisement in
the souvenir program.
The SNYC had a Communist affiliate known as theAssociation of Young Writers and Artists. The associatwo was dedicated to "stimulating and encouraging in-

dividual and group expression in the fields of art bVNegro youth, increasing the means whereby the finest
cultura contributions of Negro youth may be made
available to the general public . .> Toward this end
the association conducted an essay contest on the sub-
ject, What is your interpretation of the novel 'Free-dom Road' by Howard Fast?"
The secretary of the Association of Young Writers

and Artists was Louis E. Burnham, Communist Party
Negro leader who numbered among his later Communist
activities an instructorship in the Jefferson School of
social Science and membership on the board of direc-
tors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund
The honorary members of the Association of Younc

Writers and Artists read like a roster of distinguished
cllow travelers. Among the honorary members were
the following: Louis Adamic, Countee Cullen, WEB
DuBois, Oscar Hammerstein, W. C. Handy, Langston
Hughes, Canada Lee, Rayford W. Logan, Carey Mc-
Vlilliams, Dorothy Parker, Pearl Primus, and Kenneth
Spencer. (People's Daily World, Oct. 2, 1944 p 5)

James W. Ford rushed back to report to the Central
Committee of the Communist Party on the Richmond
conference of the SNYC (The Negro and the Demo-
craiw Front, p. 113-119) His enthusiasm was unbound-
ed. The Communist Party had made a new and deeper
penetration into the South.

William Z. Foster has recently made the following
glowing appraisal of the work and influence of the
Southern Negro Youth Congress:

Most important was the united front Southern
Negro Youth Congress . . . Leaders in this organiza-
tion were Edward Strong, James W. Ford, James
Jackson, Henry Winston, Louis Burnbam, and Esther
Cooper ... in 1946, when it held its seventh conven-*"-

:r. i:*, oui-oi-tne-way Southern city of Columbia,
South Carolina, 1,000 delegates were present . . .

The S.N.Y.C. was the most important movement ever
conducted by Negro youth. It pioneered many of
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the constructive developments now taking place in

the South . . . (The Negro People in American His-

tory, p* 486)

The Southern Negro Youth Congress was liquidated

in 1948. The days of the People's Front were over, at

least for the time being.

Southern Conference for Hum«n Welfare

The first big penetration of the Communist Party

into the South came with the launching of the Southern

Conference for Human Welfare in November 1938.

The launching took place in Birmingham, Alabama,

with the blessings of the White House. Eleanor Roose-

velt was the principal speaker.

On November 22, 1938, Mrs. Roosevelt, addressing

the conference said: "The eyes of the world are upon

us . . . The future of democracy rests with the nation's

youth. Face the question with open minds and above

all make sure a thing is true before accepting it as true.

On this alone can we stake our hopes for democracy."

(Report of Proceedings of the Southern Conference for

Human Welfare, p. 29)
#

Franklin D. Roosevelt sent a letter to the Birmingham

conference, in which he said: "... if you steer a true

course and keep everlastingly at it, the South will long

be thankful for this day." (ibid, p. 2)

Paul Crouch, John Donovan, James Jackson, Robert

F. Hall, and Don West—all Communist Party members

—manipulated the conference from behind the scenes.

William Z. Foster writes with unusual modesty: "Com-

munist influence was strong in the S.C.H.W. from the

start and this was reflected in the advanced program

it adopted." (The Negro People in American History,

p. 487)

The first president of the SCHW was Frank P. Gra-

ham, then president of the University of North Carolina.

Later presidents were John B. Thompson (of the High-

lander Folk School seminar) and Clark ForemaD (now

director of the Communist-controlled Emergency Civil

Liberties Committee). Throughout most of its exist-

ence, which extended down to 1948, James A. Dom-

browski was administrator of the SCHW.

The House Committee on Un-American Activities

had something to do with the liquidation of the SCHW,

but the decisive factor in its demise was the switch from

the wartime honeymoon of the Washington-Moscow

axis to the Cold War.

Under date of March 29, 1944, the Dies Committee

dubbed the SCHW a Communist front, and in a special

report of the Committee on Un-American Activitias,

dated June 12, 1947, the following indictment of the

SCHW was made:

Careful examination of its oflicial publication and

its activities will disclose that the conference is being

39

,,*,.™v*i^****N>**W.VA*



used in devious ways to further basic Soviet andCommunist policy. Decisive and kty posts are bmost instances controlled by persons whose record £feithful to the line of the Communist Part/and
I t£

Soviet Union, (p. 1)
; ""

In a 1954 report, the Senate Internal Security Sub-commntee reached the following unanimous conclusion
The Southern Conference for Human Welfare was con-ceived, financed, and set up by the Communist Party in
1938 as a mass organization to promote communism
throughout the Southern States." (p. v )

Southern Conference Education*! Fund
Attention has already been called to the- fact that the

Southern Conference for Human Welfare metamor-
phosed into the Southern Conference Educational Fund
in the middle of 1948. In the shift from one name to
trie other, the organization maintained the same head-
quarters, the same telephone number, the same publi-
cation, and the same executive director.

The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee reportedm 1954 that "an objective study of the entire record
compels the conclusion that the Southern Conference
Educational Fund, Inc., is operating with substantially
the same leadership and purposes as a predecessor
oigamzation, the Southern Conference for Human Wel-
fare." By "the same leadership and purposes," the Sen-
ate Committee meant that the Southern Conference Edu-
cational Fund, like the Southern Conference for Human
Welfare, was "a mass organization to promote Com-
munism throughout the Southern states."
Much has already been said about Aubrey Williams

president, and James A. Dombrowski, executive direc-
tor, of the Southern Conference Educational Fund Itmay be added that the names of both Williams and
Uv,i;>i o\vski were attached to the brief amid curiae
which was submitted to the United States Supreme
Court, October, 1955, Term, on behalf of the Com-
munist Party, U. S. A. Their support of this brief
anud curiae, written with a typical Communist flair,
sufficiently reveals the idealogical position of these two
principal officials of the SCEF.
As has already been indicated, the Southern Confer-

ence Educational Fund exerts a commanding influence
in the South today, and is in the vanguard of the pro-
Commumst integration forces. The principal function
ot the Southern Conference Educational Fund is to
serve as a bridge between the Communist Party on the
one hand and misguided Southern Liberals on the other
band. In this function, it has been remarkably suc-
cessful. 3

National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People
A special word concerning the NAACP is necessary

i his organization is not a Communist front
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The NAACP has published a pamphlet by its Assist-

ant Field Secretary, Herbert Hill, entitled "The Com-

munist Party—Enemy of Negro Equality." This pam-

phlet is a devastating indictment of Communist views

and tactics on the Negro question.

In a foreword to the pamphlet by Herbert Hill, Roy

Wilkins correctly appraises the Communist interest in

the Negro question, as follows: "Far from being sincere

about doing something for Negro rights, the Commun-

ists use the Negro merely as a pawn in the Soviet cam-

paign against the United States and the western world."

On the other hand, it must be observed that the

NAACP has been a prime objective of Communist

penetration and, in numerous instances, prominent in-

dividuals connected with the NAACP have succumbed

to the appeals of the Communist-front apparatus. Proof

that the NAACP has been troubled with the problem of

Communist penetration is to be found in a resolution

adopted at the 1956 annual NAACP convention, which

reads «* follows: "As in the past, the Association will

employ every reasonable measure in keeping with demo-

cratic organizational principles to prevent the endorsers,

the supporters and defenders of the Communist con-

spiracy from joining or participating in any way in the

work of the NAACP."
On November 11, 1957, the New York Times re-

ported that the NAACP had rejected the membership

application of Benjamin J. Davis, New York state chair-

man of the Communist Party, and had declined a gift

of $50 offered by Davis.

The foregoing statements and actions of the leaders

of the NAACP appear to be clear and decisive, but

they tell only half of the story. The other half of the

story is that many of the leaders of the NAACP have

been unusually susceptible to joining, supporting, and

defending the front organizations of the Communist

conspiracy.
.

The indisputable truth of the matter is that the

leaders of the NAACP, taken as a whole, have been

extraordinarily soft toward the Communist conspiracy.

In the so-called anti-Communist resolution adopted

at the San Francisco convention in 1956, there would

appear to be a big loophole in the phrase, "every rea-

sonable measure in keeping with democratic organiza-

tional principles." Obviously, "democratic organization-

al principles" do not prevent a person from holding high

position in the NAACP and high position in a Com-

munist organization at one and the same time.

Two examples of NAACP officials who are currently

prominent in the affairs of Communist organizations will

illustrate the interlocking of the NAACP and the Com-

munist apparatus.

Andrew D. Weinberger, a national vice-president of

the NAACP, is listed as treasurer on the 1957 letterhead

of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, one of the
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most active Communist organizations in the United
States at the present time.

John Wesley Dobbs, a national vice-president of the
NAACP, is a member of the board of directors of the
Southern Conference Educational Fund, the most influ-

ential Communist organization currently operating in
the South. Mr. Dobbs was a guest of honor at a 1957
meeting of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee.
He was also a signer of the brief amici curiae submitted
to the IT. S. Supreme Court on behalf of the Communist
Party in the fall of 1955.

It may be enlightening to give some totals which indi-

cate the extent to which the top leadership of the
NAACP has given aid and comfort to the Communist-
front apparatus. Listed on the current letterheads of
the NAACP are the names of 236 different national
officers. One hundred forty-five (or more than 61 per-
cent) of these individuals have been involved, in one
way or another, with Communist enterprises, for a
grand total of 2,200 affiliations of public record. Forty-
>.a w i.icit NAACP national officers have had one or
two Communist affiliations; 99 have had 3 or more
such affiliations; 52 have had 10 or more; and 46 have
had 15 or more.

At this point, I present a tabulation of the names of
the NAACP national officers whose Communist affilia-

tions number 1 5 or more, together with the number of
such affiliations for each individual.

Edward L. Parsons (Protestant Episcola bishop). 108
Robert \V. Kenny (California attorney) 101
v j

T..i:.:-j Shipler (Protestant Episcopal clergy-
man ) 76

F'ir! B DiPerson (Chicago attorney) 65
RogL't N. Baldwin (American Civil Liberties Union) 64
John Holland Lathrop (Unitarian clergyman) 62
Algernon D. Black (Society for Ethical Culture

li«Ja-) 50
Veil VVyc'V Brooks (author) 59
Freda Kirchwey (editor of The Nation) 59
Eleanor Roosevelt 56
Bartley Crum (San Francisco attorney) 56
George L. Paine (Protestant Episcopal clergyman )._ 50
Henry Hitt Crane (Methodist clergyman) : 46
May. Lerner (newspaper columnist and professor)...- 43
Channing H. Tobias (Methodist clergyman) 43
James H. Wolfe (chief justice of Utah Supreme

Court) 43
Osmond X Fraenkel (New York attorney) 41
ArcIvh ;..,!<: V i^Leish (poet and university professor) 38

~ '"

38
P

Reinbold Niebuhr (clergyman and theological

professor) 34

33Roscoe Dunjee (Oklahoma newspaper editor)—

Benjamin E. Mays (college president and clergyman) 31
-

- ,30
_ 29

.. 29

Edwin McNeill Poteat (Baptist clergyman)

.

George S. Counts (university professor)

William Lloyd Imes (Presbyterian clergyman).

Rufus E. Clement (university president and

clergyman)

Lewis S. Gannett (newspaper columnist) ...

27

26

Oscar Hammerstein II (theatrical lyrics writer)— 25

John Hammond (businessman) 23

S. Ralph Harlow (college professor and clergyman) 23

Henry W. Hobson (Protestant Episcopal bishop) 23

Albert Sprague Coolidge (university professor) 22
22
20

20
19

19

19

19

16

15

15

Edward L. Young (physician)

Hubert T. Delany (New York attorney).

Horace M. Kallen (educator).

Albert C. Dieffenbach (Unitarian clergyman)

Frank Kingdon (Methodist clergyman)

Loren Miller (Los Angeles attorney)

Norman Thomas (socialist leader)

Albert E. Barnett (theological professor, clergyman)

H. Claude Hudson (Los Angeles educator)

Henry Smith Leiper (Presbyterian clergyman)

Below are given the names of a number of Communist
organizations (selected at random) and under each

organization the names of the NAACP national officers

who have been affiliated with it:

African Aid Committee

Earl B. Dickerson

George L. Paine
Stephen G21 Spottswood

Benjamin E. Mays
Harry T. Perm
W. J. Walls

American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born

Frank

bcniiior;

p odolph (labor union president)
o-.^n, (university president, ex-U. S.

G. Bromley Oxnam (Methodist bishop)
John Haynes Holmes (Unitarian clergyman)
W. I. Wails (Methodist bishop)

Roger N. Baldwin
Algernon Black

Van Wyck Brooks
George S. Counts
Earl B. Dickerson
Frank P. Graham
Henry W. Hobson
William Lloyd Imes
John Howland Lathrop

Max Lemer
Arthur J. Mandell

Remhold Niebuhr
Edward L. Parsons

Guy Emery Shipler

W. J. Walls

Viola W. Bernard

Jane M. Bolin

Rufus E. Clement
Henry Hitt Crane
Osmond K. Fraenkel

S- Ralph Harlow
John Haynes Holmes
Robert W. Kenny
W. Appleton Lawrence
Archibald MacLeish
Benjamin E. Mays
George L. Paine
Eleanor Roosevelt

Channing H. Tobias

James H. Wolfe



<:#*^";
'

a—

_

J
-'fj||, , ;-

--

&£'*!»:

--.-^TJjgt'--,

'-•I

American league for Peace and Democracy

Roger N. Baldwin

Morris L. Ernst

Lewis S. Gannett
William Lloyd Imes

Max Lerner

A. Philip Randolph
Guy Emery Shipler

Roy Wilkins

Van Wyck Brooks
Osmond K. Fraenkel

Frank P. Graham
Robert W. Kenny
Reinhold Niebuhr
Eleanor Roosevelt

Channing H. Tobias

L. Bradford Young

American Youth Congress

Roger N. Baldwin

Mrs. Samuel McCrae Cavert

Earl B. Dickerson

Max Lerner

A Philip Randolph

Guy Emery Shipler

Norman Thomas
Algernon D. Black

George S. Counts
John Rowland Lathrop

Archibald MacLeish
Eleanor Roosevelt

George N. Shuster

Citizens Emergency Conference for interracial Unity

Algernon U. Black

Harry Bragg
Hubert T. Delany
Osmond K. Fraenket

John A. Morsell

C. B. Powell

Guy Emery Shipler

Channing H. Tobias

Jane M. Bolin

Maurice A. Dawkins
Harry Emerson Fosdick

Max Lerner

Myles A. Paige

Jawn Sandifer

Geoige N. Shustei

Civil Rights Congress

^. . M Bo' •-

Eiiii B. Dickerson

James Kinton

.
'

. 'A' JT.enny

hei:jns.:.a E. Mays
1 <>v-r- McNeill Poteal

Rufus E. Clement
Roscoe Dunjee
H. Claude Hudson
Arthur J. Mandell
Edward L. Parsons

James H. Wolfe

Communist Party Schools

B.jrtle* drum
l?0 ^ '"Vrkerson

u-rn'- .J K Fraenkel

i or;-. Miller

Hubert T. Delany
Albert C. Dieffenbacb

Robert W. Kenny
Edward L. Parsons

Council on African Affairs

Aiperfior. D. Black
":'- •; 1 ! i'.]:'

r<-

Ro^oe ij^njet
^\"i]i' in I 'i. ' lines

Channina H. Tobias

Jane M. Bolin

Earl B. Dickerson

John Hammond
Arthur B. Spingarn

Robert C. Weaver

tmerqency Civil liberties Committee

Farl

p.*

, Hi:: Crane

B. Dickerson
•• w. Kenny

; R.-dding

Andrew D. Weinberger

Hubert T. Delany
John Wesley Dobbs
Edwin McNeill Poteat

Guy Emery Shipler
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End 41m Crow In Baseball Committee

Algernon D. Black Oscar Hammerstein, 11 1

John Howland Lathrop C. B. Powell
Eleanor Roosevelt Channing H. Tobias

International Labor Defense

Roger N. Baldwin Earl B. Dickerson
Roscoe Dunjee Osmond K. Fraenkel
Frank P. Graham Oscar Hammerstein, 11

William Lloyd Imcs Robert W. Kenny
John Howland Lathrop Archibald MacLeish
Arthur J. Mandell Benjamin E. Mays
George L. Paine C. B. Powell
A. Philip Randolph Lillian Smith
Channing H. Tobias Ruth Weyand

National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax

Rufus E. Clement Channing H. Tobias
Frank P. Graham Harry Emerson Fosdick
Mordecai W, Johnson Henry W. Hobson
G. Bromley Oxnam Robert W. Kenny i

A. Philip Randolph Edward L. Parsons

Eleanor Roosevelt 1

National Federation for Constitutional Liberties

Algernon D, Black Van Wyck Brooks ]

Rufus E. Clement
Henry Hitt Crane

Albert Sprague Coolidge
Bartley Cram i

Osmond K. Fraenkel Lloyd Garrison
Frank P. Graham Harry J. Greene
S. Ralph Harlow Harrison Hires
Henry W. Hobson William Lloyd Imes
Carl B. Johnson Mordecai W. Johnson
Freda Kirchwey John Howland Lathrop
Max Lemer • Alfred Baker Lewis
Arthur J. Mandell Benjamin E. Mays 1

James J. McClendon Karl A. Menninger
G. Bromley Oxnam George L. Paine
Edward L. Parsons Edwin McNeill Poteai

Sidney R. Redmond Guy Emery Shipler
Arthur B. Spingarn Channing H. Tobias
Willard S. Townsend James H. Wolfe

National Negi'o Congress

Mrs. Ernest Alexander Jane M. Bolin
Ralph J. Bunche Earl B. Dickerson
H. Claude Hudson Sidney A. Jones, Jr.

Robert W. Kenny Alfred Baker Lewis 1

Loren Miller L. Pearl Mitchell

Henry Lee Moon T. G, Nutter
Tarea H. Pittman A. Philip Randolph
Louis L. Redding Eleanor Roosevelt
Norman Thomas J. M. Tinsley

W. J, Walls Robert C. Weaver
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Southern Conference Education*! Fund

Albert E. Barnett

Rufus E. dement
John Wesley Dobbs
Roland B. Grttelsobo

John Hammond
Westley W. U*
C. Herbert Marshall
James M. Nabrit, Jr.

T. G. Nutter
Louis L. Redding
Eleanor Roosevelt

C. Austin Whittier

Daisy Bates

Bail B. Dickeraon
Roscoe Duajee
Amos T. Hall

Mordecai W. Johnson
Arthur J. Mandell
Benjamin E. Mays
Reinhotd Niebuhr
Harry T. Perm
Frederick E. Reissig

W. J. Walls

Southern Conference for Human Welfare

Rufus E. Clement
Roscoc Dunjee
James Hinton
Freda Kirchwey
A. Philip Randolph
Eleanor Roosevelt

f.ipi'iST. Giii %ojtswood

John Wesley Dobbs
Frank P. Graham
Mordecai W. Johnson
Benjamin E. Mays
Frederick E. Reissig

Lillian Smith
Chanru'ng H- Tobias

Southern Negro Youth Congress

Rufus E. Clement
Oscar Hammerstein, II

A. Philip Randolph

Roscoe Dunjee
Mordecai W. Johnson
Eleanor Roosevelt
I M Tin«T*v

Testimonial Dinner in Honor of Ferdinand C. Smith

Hubert 7\ Delany Robert C. Weaver
Freda Kircbwey Roscoe Dunjee
Charming H. Tobias Myles A. Paige

Wklard S. Townsend

n-ii-j k#- 1 Ail:. J »/_*. _* a -:„unncu nuyro «nu ntucu Tcivnn* di nmsnu

Roscoe Dunjee Benjamin E. Mays
Robert W. Kenny

W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial Sponsoring Committee

v**«m

Van Wyck Brooks
Henry Hitt Crane
Roscoe Dunjee
Benjamin E, Mays
F<&derick E. Reissig

James H. Wolfe

W. Montague Cobb
Earl B. Dickerson

Mordecai W. Johnson
George L. Paine

W. J. Walls
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Your letter postmarked September 26, 1958,
with its enclosures, has been received and the active
which prompted your communication is appreciated.

In the event you secure any additional
data which you believe to be of interest to this
Bureau

,
you may desire to communicate directly with

the Special Agent in Charge of our Memphis Office
located at 1104 Sterick Building, Memphis 3,
Tennessee.

MA(LE£>

OCT 2

COMM.

VAX 1

- 1958 I

1 - Memphis

NOTE TO SAC
r

(Enclosure)

MEMPHIS:

Sincerely yours.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED"

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED *

DATE_Jk£LBY_2K"

<Tmi

Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's &H
communication. Bufiles reflect that correspondent
wrote to the Bureau on 3-21-52 in a vague and nonspecific
manner advising he would write again to the Bureau.

w
The receipt of his letter was acknowledged and he
was requested to contact your office if he had any
information within the bureau's, jurisdiction. Copies
of this correspondence were furni-sfieif your office.
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4) (SEE NOTE ON YELLQ5i-£AGE 2)

(MJfrlliUEft.QN PAGE 2)
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r - Correspondent enclosed with his letter a
copy of the j^i^nlet^" Communism and the NAACP" which,
contains tesTi fednyVpres eh ted "By Dr . J . B . Ma thews

; '*

at a public hearing of the Florida Legislation . , - ,,.-.

.

Investigation Committee at Tallahassee, Florida, on
2-10-58, The pamphlet bears a notation that it." is _/'.''

published by tnej^eor^ia. Commission _on Education,
220 Agriculture Bu\lding, 19 Hunter Street, Southwest,
Atlanta 3, Georgia.\The pamphlet <lea Is primarily *

with CP programs regarding tne "ftegro question?
CP program to infiltrate noncommunist organizations
and various CP- satellite organizations "launched ;

*

by the Communist Party especially for Negroes.".
It further indicates that while the NAACP "is not a"*.
communist front" the leaders of the NAACP "taken as '".

a whole, have been extraordinarily soft towards
the communist conspiracy." (105-52615)

Correspondent also enclosed a four-page ,:?
folder printed by the Georgia Commission on. .»._,: u
Education which related to the Labor Day,(f?57, ^ L *

meeting held at the^Highlander Folk School ^(KFSX.
Mon t e ag 1 e , Tennessee"; !

"
;

r—^ -
,

'

$.;/<

The above material has heen afforded .. V." -
extremely wide circulation particularly throughout
the South and has previously been brought to the '-;"--

attention of the Bureau as well as to y°iir off ice* ;.

The IIFS due to its interracial character has been the
subject of numerous past allegations that it represents
the headquarters for communism in eastern Tennessee.
These allegations, however, have never been substantiated

V - > r..-,/. ^'.:jj--;/;; J. .. - (61-7511-210) ,,--'-

This data is furnished for your information.
.
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#V Correspondent advised there has been a
lot of talk about the HFS and that it is a communist '

school. He states he knows hothirig about it but the
Bureau "can tell more when you read this paper."
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RBHEVILLE, N.C.

December 23,1953

Mr. Tolsoa_
Mr. Belmont
Mr. Moh/
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. If'sa.
Mr. Tunm.._
Mr. IVuLter-

Mr. W.C.S11II
Tele. Eo»m_
Mr. Holfcmai
Miss 0a|dy_

f

.&?

7
^

.r. J. Edgar Hoover,
Feoerrl Bureau of Investigation,
V'ashington, D.C.

Dear Ilr. Hoover:-
' O

A publication entitled "Highlande r Folk School"
has reached my desk, it was sent out by tHe Heorgi

a
"C ofaimiS S16M

on Education, Atlanta, and discusses what it calls the Communist
trsininr school at Mont eagle, Tenn.

f

If there is such a communist undertaking there,
it is a matter of public concern, I join in that concern.

This is to inquire if you have any specific
information on the school. I'd appreciate hearinr from you.

I am
t/ith thanks and the good wishes of the season,

7
A

i

n

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Sincerely yours,

DATE^lk
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED ;X
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I have received your letter of December 3S, 1958,
end appreciate the interest which prompted yoa to write me. I am
interacting one of my representatives in your area to contact yoa
1b the near future relative to your inquiry.*".

It -wis thoughtful of you to extend your Season**
Hngs, an*! yoa have my very best wishes for every possible

68 during the New Tear* to

Sincerely yours,

2* Edgar Hooves

oof
*-*?

•»•'« fV'**^
4

#*£

*-~%.

z^sS^fe-'

I^Toinchool Is supported primarily by donatlc
\fcor, unions, offers courses of instruction in labor

imics and the general field o^/^di^^|a^It has had
and hakiollowedlhe practice of securing communist

t^rofto^tojrsefltof instruction in'comman torn nor
i^ded Ini^^Wteji^ of this schoolR>ue to Its

* ;«.- *#• ** hafteea'ihe'-Subject ef many paSt^*llegations,

f^Qftfr^f^f^yr^ft »» substantiated, that it represents the headquarters for
AH^tlUtnlttAL "^anessee, (NOTE CONT'D ON NEXT PAGE)



'.i'--.*-.'V5i

NOTE CONTINu ^
CONFJ&NTIAQ

-#?^
NOTE:

Le s* reflect Bigluander Folk School >

Tlesearch (Crime Records)*}
. . _

u^ /^

aa:-
1
-'

idWSV;-,^',£«**» i V *v-. -

r *)

t
' ""

tS*i

*

: .
-,-.

,

'-<'V4^-t^

V*!»l- _.-* '•.

.....COiltlMtMJJVfj

f .

ffi)m V^t>i,i*r\L

.a

•jr-v^t-

*
''

'"

" "' ,^"'*'Xi*w"? K-, -V^r^'-^T^faVV^'^^P?*^tf^v? "i^*.*^. ;»"£^V^rt"1
^.;".*-:'}: i*

-



4-750 (2-7-79)

( \ xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

1 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

/ £ 7 <*^
L3 Deleted under exemotion(s) v->^-/ JDeleted under exemption(s) V-^V/ _* ^__ with no segregable

material available for release to yon.

[Zl Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request,

1 I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[ I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) ,

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

i I -For your information:

LzT The*following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:[^following number is to be used

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X

X NO DUPLICATION FEE \
XXXXXX x FOR THIS PAGE X
VYYYYV aAAAaAaAaAAAAAAAaAa
XXXXXX



.*&*

".-.'vi

:*^

•

' :„?

\
Mr. -
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Mr. Trot'er...
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE Q\*\v\ BY^jgsgg

Mr, J, Edgar Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D«C«

Dear Mr. Boover,

I have just finished reading your great book, Maters of JJeceit, and feel that my

congratulations to you on your wonderful work are long overdue.You and your organi-

zation are our greatest assest in our fight on communism. I am greatly disturbed by

"VAnf.f? taking place all over our country and particularly in Alabama.

The northern liberals have made the situation in Montgomery a cause celebre and

Martin Luther King andther Ghqndi, The people there have been extremely tolerant of

his activities and the restraint that most of them have shown is to be admired. The

situation here in the South is fast becoming intolerable and the ones of us who have

always considered ourselves moderates and have tried to help the negro progress (in

the framework of his own society) are becoming alarmed*

I
last year I received a copy of a set

of pictures made by a^photographer from Georgia who went to the Labor Day weekend work-

shop at the notorious Highlander Folk School at Monteagle. I am sure you have a'ctfpy

of the same report which was sent to me by the Attorney General of Alabama, ill of the

ne?r
/

;roes, or most of them, who have been leaders in the racial troubles here, were there f>*

/ Rosa^Rarks of the Montgomery bus Jooycott, M.tVW^ng, Gomillion of Tuskegee Institute and-^

lm'tin* was sitting next to AbnajVBerry. Peoplib^are bound to take on the color of their

associates and in this case it is decidedly redl ^ / / ^ SJ"- // - c7<? £

There are very few people in the United 5tetes who have any idea what the High-

lander Folk School is or what it is doing.
& 8 JH| 1519S9

• The northern liberals in their rabid desire

for the negro vote have evidently overlooked the red influence in the negro movement or

have chosen to igaore it»

1



I have been told by a reliable county official at Tuskegee that out of the known com-

munists in Alabama, about two-thirds of them are at the Institute* I am sure that you know

the correct figures but it is distressing to know that communist doctrine is being taugfct

to the colored youth of state. The Institute is the darling of the liberals as well as the

KAACP, and they and the northern press attack^the South for our stand on integration on

one hand while they cover up their own racial faults with the other.

My frustration knows no bounds when I see communism creeping so cleverly into every

facet of our lives and people so indifferent "f&JRjwr n i

'

i 'H HdMMBdBc to it or so ignorant*

Again, my congratulations to you for your excellent work in trying to edicae our people

to the dangers of subversion*

Sincerely,

-6-Tc-

«- . -»,7> ye^'^-r *r
taTX'^ryy*£2^^*^^;^.(^)?T£f&T"?x ":".'"" '"?•

; ?'
.

'
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN

DATE^
S UNCLASSIFIED x
OSl__BYcYP^6ralc^

-: " <£

J^iL^ Dear,

Your letter was received on January 5>
1959, and I certainly appreciate your kind comments
about "Masters of Deceit" and our efforts in combating
communism. Thank you very much for giving me the
benefit of your views.f.eri&iiiing to racial natters i* veto

"t«u

Sincerely yours.

£*i Edgar^Hooveg^
Highlander

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record on ^^^^_ lne „.„mailFolk School, mentioned in her letter, is suppled primarily bydonations from individuals and labor unions affl offers courses of

JSffi°Z
ln *?°T m*ai*M<". ^ial economic andle gSeral

Jollowed the practice of securing communists as Starts. 4rfls

These allegations have neve»)«feVh substantiated. (61-7511-210)

TELETYPE UNIT /VAMriKP.. £A
MAIL BOOM
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TO s DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)*- . ^ pATEi 1/23/59

ftSff^^Y-nQB^'' • SAC, KNOXVILLK (61-12)

,-^ ,
subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

^.£*£S is - c

£ . --"&'"*"-'"- ••-» * The Knoxville Office received through the mail the
^lclosed literature which jL^ described as follows:

Letter dated January 1959^a^tfre^TSefJ to "Dear Friem
"

• and signed MYLES^MORTON, with a 3 X 5 card for
,H soliciting of futfds for the Highlander Folk School

Bureau.

A Highlander report dated 10/1/57 to 9/30/58

The above is being furnished for the information of the

$m
-•"V

- i'i

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN ^UNCLASSIFIED

'- BUREAU (ENCLS. - 2)
- KNOXVILLE

-jfc—**< >*&S
SSB

5

^
^_.

/ i^CVi

^4

1$
.%

JW-i

13 JAN 26 1959



4ilGtlLANljili)LK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE ^ANNIVERSARY^ TENNESSEE

January, 1959

Dear Friend:

Mrs. Mary Davis has been calling every day about a Literacy and
Citizenship School for her people. On three of the Sea Islands other
Highlander students are giving guidance to their neighbors in reading
so they can qualify for voting in South Carolina. Similar appeals
repeatedly come from Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi.

The people who turn to Highlander after doing what they can to

help themselves, would turn directly to you if you were known to them.

We have gone as far as we can, gladly foregoing salaries when
necessary, and must pass these requests on to you.

We are calling on you to do a very special job which only you can

do. One of the foundations which has made generous grants for the past

six years has about exhausted its resources and we are faced with the
immediate and urgent need of making up this loss or curtailing a

§§ program that should be expanded.

^ » One supporter has asked fifty personal friends to contribute. He

M signed and sent out in his own envelope a letter we mimeographed, a

;| piece of Highlander literature, and a business reply envelope addressed
;

|j to Highlander. On most of the letters he added a personal note affirm-

% ing his own support and expressing the hope that they would join him.

:jt Contributions from his friends came directly to the School and were
% acknowledged by us. Others learning of this plan asked for letters and

jjj
enclosures, and their friends are also responding.

•g If you will do likewise, our loss can be replaced with individual

jg contributions. Every dollar received can be used directly for
^- education, since thanks to you there will be practically no fund

H raising costs.

M This we know is not an ordinary request but these are not ordinary

% times here in the South, and after all your friends might welcome an

8| invitation to share in your and our efforts. Let us know on the

y$. enclosed card how many letters you can use. We must tell Mrs. Davis

:^v something soon.

Sincerely yours,
/~/i_

Wrrloa Wn'rr.rin JAN 21 1959
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October 1, 1957 - September 30, 1958

26th ANNUAL REPORT
Highlander Folk School— Monteagle, Tennessee

»®

"A Young Man Came to

Our Mountain • . ."

May Justus, Trustee of Highlander Folk School,

author of 38 children's books of life and legends in the
'"-

•
c

-.-,-.J:y Mountains, the latest of which is LETS
PLAY AND SING, published by Broadway Press, Nash-

ville, is also a teacher and honored civic leader. Miss

Justus lives in the community of Summerfield in which

the Highlander Folk School is located. Last Spring, the

children and teachers of Summerfield School dedicated

their annual to May Justus, "who is loved and cherished

i>y ail wfto know her."

|r> introducing Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt to people who

had gathered at Highlander from many southern states

i Iv.^r the former first lady in June, 1958, Miss Justus

sutii:

"We welcome to our mountain top today a person

vho comes to us not as a stranger but as a friend . .

.

This friendship goes back to the time of the great de-

nression when Mrs. Roosevelt and her husband were in

l'hc While House and when the New Deal was help and

hop; tc us . . . We happened to be one of the poorest

counties in Tennessee in a material way, and we, who
are older, remember those days and the blessings that

came to us through Mr. Roosevelt's New Deal ... I

nui nut sure how many years ago or just at what point

in the histor)1 of Highlander that Mrs. Roosevelt met

Mylcs Honon, but I know that it was in the early days

nf -ts crniggle. It was while Mr. Roosevelt was getting

i ... v-m- tv ;ii underway that a young man came to our

mountain who had dedicated his life to the proposition

that all men should be free and equal in opportunity

regardless of race or color or creed. He dedicated this

school to this purpose . .
.**

TENNESSEE'S OWN MAY JUSTUS

MylCK H orion, Higuiaader't founder and director, photographed during Worltihop Settion,

**kt gurtlion . . . lUltm . . . mmd rafuit <# m *t*t »f imcr**tim[ br»tktrke«4 im tk* S—tk.
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What Do They Mean When They Talk Abouf Segregation?"

A "MARK TWAIN"" AT HIGHLANDER

Hairy Golden, humorist, Editor of the Caro-

la Israelite, and author of ONLY IN AMER-
)A of current best-seller fame, described to

ighlandcr's June Workshop participants his

50LDEN RULES" for ending segregation

eluding his "vertical plan," his "white-baby

an" and his "out-of-order plan." Amidst

ughtcr and applause for his wit and satire, he

riivcrcd this serious message:

"What do they mean when they talk about

cial segregation? Do you think they mean a

egro child going or not going to a white

hool? Nonsense. Nonsense. ... It means,

y friends, death. D-E-A-T-H. That is what

means. Nine Negro women die in childbirth

i the South to every one white woman who

es in childbirth. That is what segregation

eans ... It means death. These are the au-

cntic agurci: tuberculosis which is 11th as a

iuse of death among the whites is 6econd as a

iusc of death among the Negroes. That is what

means. Racial segregation! Do you know

.hat an evil that is? It involves death; it in-

>lves people who die when they shouldn't be

/ins. That is what racial segregation is. Don't «i joO WILL SAY THAT THIS WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE TO BE AT
t tW fcirf vmi ahout the social classes The HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL- SOMETHING I WILL ALWAYS CHERISH
t them kid you about the social classes, ine «

nd hqld D£ar n Jg A v£Ry GR£AT PRIVileGE TO BE HERE." said

egro is not intruding when he moves into a Harry Golden, thown speaking to a Highlander audience which he held in rapt attention

:ttex neighborhood. He is escaping; he is for an hour and 25 minute..

, , tV ., MRS. SEPTIMA CLARK, Highlander
-

* Director of Education, pictured seated, m tro-

oping from death.
d d Editor ^1d

»ft to right: Fulbright Scholar Francis Manis, Chairman of the Panel

iscussion; Mr. Alexander Bannerman, Gh»n» ; Mis* Violaine Junod, Union

South Africa; Miss Sunthone Bilavarn, Laos; Mis* Nina Mangravite,

"So Many Interesting People
in One Place"

The United States Department of State Ment foreign

sitors to Highlander in May to learn of the American

ay-of-life. Highlander presented in panel discussion: Mr.

lexander Bannerman, Supervisor of Presbyterian Schools,

nana; Miss Sunthone Bilavarn, Assistant Welfare Director,

<os: and, under the auspices of the Phelps-Stokes Fund,

liss Violaine Junod. Union of South Africa. Later, a

siting professor from India spoke to workshop participants.

Highlander was happy.Jto entertain at various times vjs-

Drs from England-*nd from Holland who were studying

lucational methods employed in America, the function of

rnlth anc' welfare agencies, and the work of community

ganizations, including 4-H Clubs. From the Netherlands

ime a staff member of Volkshogenschool "Allardsoog"

junded the same year as Highlander Folk School, each

founded independently of the other, but both schools grow-

ing out of the needs of the people. In the Netherlands,

people sometimes refer to "Allardsoog" as the "Highlander

of Holland" or to Highlander as the "Allardsoog" cf

America.

Writing later through her interpreter, one foreign visitor

said, "We both enjoyed our visit so much, and neither of

us can remember when we've seen so many interesting

people in one place!"

Other Visitors

Amongst the steady flow of visitors to Highlander came

the Putney Graduate School students as they studied the

South. Problems of integration, rural electrification, coneer-

vation of natural and human resources are concerns of these

students, on which Highlander helps to shed light.

National Leaders Commend Highlander . .

.

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Msp. John O'Grady. Lloyd K. Garri-

son, and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt issued a statement on December

18, 1957, condemning the attempts of Georgia's Governor Griffin,

*"to draw from the serious and fruitful deliberations of Highlander s

25th Anniversary Celebration sustenance for the efforts of the

Southern racists to equate desegregation with communism," and

called on Americans, "to join with us in subscribing to the princi-

ples of democracy set forth in Highlander's official statement of

policy."

The Reverend William J. Faulkner, Minister of The Congre-

gational Church of Park Manor, Chicago, 111., welcomed Myles

Horton and Mrs. Septiroa Clark to his pulpit in July where they

spoke on "Christianity in Action." In thanking the Church's Social

Action Council for arranging the program, the Church bulletin

said. "These two dedicated, wise and courageous spirits are in them-

selves proponent* of Christianity in Action in our Southland,

where it often co«tt one's job, and sometimes his life to be

Christian in raot-rel*tion»"



A Demonstration of Democracy

'Conspicuous!/ Integrated"

"The shade of dozens of tall trees contrib-

:d to the beauty of the scene . . . Mrs.
oseveit made a simple, friendly address . . .

•e audience listened in perfect silence, even

: children seemed never to move or utter a

jnd . .
." — Zella Armstrong, Hamilton

unty- Historian, at quoted iron). ihr -Crmt to.- ,

oga Xeuu-Free Press. The headline above

t picture is quoted from the same newspaper.

A SE 1ES OF WORKSHOPS ON CITI-
'NSHIP AND INTEGRATION, confer-

ees, and special programs were highlighted

the visit in June of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

,10, speaking to a gathering of some 300 peo-

; from almost every southern state, appealed
• Americans to prove to the world that Democ-
:y is a way of life which benefits all people,

- d praised Highlander for making this Dem-
stration 0/ Dert,o:Tmy.

In November, the THANKSGIVING
'ORKSHOP brourht together 7? parents and
identf from newly integrated southern schools.

THE MINISTERS WORKSHOP, in De-
' .Tiber, heard Dr. Everett Tilson, Vanderbilt
vinity Sch»x>l, give a lecture based on his

ok, S<gr«£j:ior. and The Bible. Ministers

d a group of theological students, preparing

r rhe mini try i>i the South, came to grips

th this v.tr.' ethical problem dominating the

uthern scene today: segregation.

Southern leaders and the Highlander Execu-
^t Council planned, in January, the series of

'ORKSHOr-S ON CITIZENSHIP AND IN-
EGRATION which followed in the spring and
mmer.

In March, social workers met with Alice

;bb. Director of Sociology and Rural Work,
arritt Collcgt, and with Highlander Staff to

an prograty for people working with social

encies a?id in community organizations in the

luth.

Also <> M»rch. the fifth annual COLLEGE
EEKEND WORKSHOP discussed "Build-

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND SEGRE-
ATION was discussed in the May Workshop.
•ofe«wr Franci1 Manis, Fulbright Scholar, and
rs. Septima Clark, Highlander's Director of

iucation. were co-chairmen of this meeting.

The June Workshop, with emphasis on
EGISTERING AND VOTING brought to-

:ther 60 resident participants from seven south-

n states.

The July WORKSHOP ON COMMUNITY
EVELOFMENT drew people from Charleston
id from the sea islands off the coasts of South
arolina, and from Tennessee seeking and of-

ring v.ays of working together to build a
immunity to meet the needs of its people.

Adult rummer school students from Tuskegee
isti'iire met in week-end session at Highlander
August under the leadership of Mr. C. G.

omulion.

"You are doing a pioneer work here. I know of no cither school just like this

one. .It is very important at this time that this demonstration of democracy be made.
We have to prove we believe in a non-Communist world that is really a democracy,
with freedom, of opportunity." v

—Mr*. Eleanor Roosevelt speaking at Highlander, June 17, 1958

PcTCoktDT OT Drip.'

• In September, Dr. Lewis Jones of Tuskegee,
chairing a meeting on HUMAN ASPECTS OF
POPULATION SHIFTS, suggested that the

emphasis be placed cot on migrants as prob-
lems but on the problems of migrants.

Many thousands of persons both Negro and
white are pulling up stakes and moving to vast
urban centers without preparation. What north-
e.n jonrnalists call "'clannishness" grows out of
a need tor personal acceptance and companion-
ship, reporting on this meeting to the National
Conference 0/ Catholic Charities, Myles Horton
said:

"We should not seek to impose our unfamil-
iar institutional ways but instead should encour-

. . j$rpeop le jt> Jwtl.xhcn cwi Jva^s. of doing
things ... To develop lay leadership close

to tiie people will make it possible for people
themselves to assume responsibility in solving

their own problems. To borrow an example
from our morning coffee pot, the percolator,

rather than the drip method, will encourage
ideas to circulate from bottom to top and top
to bottom instead of coming from the top down.

'

6 £ *
Of the 657 people who participated in the

1958 workshops and conferences, 259 were
Negro and 398 white. A majority of the Work-
shop participants were Negro community lead-

ers. All but 28 persons (approximately 5%)
were residents of the South.

* * it

Extension Program

• A WORKSHOP ON REGISTERING AND
VOTING for Charleston County. S. C. was
planned and carried out in September by for-

mer Highlander workshop participants from that

area with the assistance of Mrs. Clark, High-
lander's Director of Education. From an East

Tennessee rural community came visitors whom
the South Carolinian workshop organizers had
met when both groups participated in High-
lander's July Workshop on Community De-
velopment.

• JOHNS ISLAND LITERACY SCHOOL
completed its term in February with a cere-

mony awarding certificates to students some of
whom, even over the age of 60, had learned

to read and write, conduct their own business

affairs, and qualify to vote under the instruc-

tion of Highlander Staff Member, Miss Bernice
Robinson of Charleston, Pictured below is the

Johns Island School in session. Requests for

additional literacy schools from nearby islands

have been received by Highlander.

Fun and Friendship

Dr. Van Kennedy, University of California

Professor, and Mrs. Kennedy, teacher in child-

Earent relationships, directed three weeks of

appy, healthy, interracial, outdoor camping for

youngsters, age 9 through 13. Mr. and Mrs.
Stuart Chapin, experienced in the direction of

American Friends Service Work-Camps in Mex-
ico, directed the work-counselor training pro-

gram, for young men and women dedicated to

making a contribution to the South in this time

of great need.

"I do want to emphasize," wrote one parent

of campers, "what an exceptional job we feel

all of you folks do at Highlander . . . The
significance of race instinctively changes from

THE FACT OF THE MATTER to A MAT-
TER OF FACT in your beautiful atmosphere

where ideals are a living norm . .
."

HARRY LASKER MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CELEBRATION in September culminated a
summer's work of cataloguing by Miss Jenelle

Elder, who will return to Highlander next sum-
mer after a winter of graduate work at Atlanta
University's School of Library Service. Miss
Elder worked under the guidance of Mr. Richard

C.;2ii-., Xr.osvillc College Libraries.

Also among Highlander's personnel were Miss
Clara 'Brown, graduate of Allen University in
Columbia, S. C., Miss Felicia Harris, who ob-

tained her degree from Knoxville College and
Miss Judith Gregory, who, after a year and a

half of graduate work in the Woodrow Wilson
Department of Foreign Affairs at the University

of Virginia, joined the staff of the Putney Grad-
uate School prior to coming to Highlander.

Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe, pictured right in the
library scene above, a native of Arkansas, be-

came the School Manager. Mikii and J. D.
Marlowe with their year old son, Joey, have
settled on an adjoining farm.
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Highlander Committees
At Work

Loyal friend, and Chairman of the High*

lander Philadelphia Committee. Mrs. Alice K.

Liveright died in March. In her memory, Mr.

A. I. Liveright, her husband, and other mem-
bers of her fa-iiily and friends are sending

contributions to Highlander.

• • •

Instead of the annual Spring Meeting, the

'New York Highlander Committee held a series

•jf parties in homes. Mrs. Septima P. Clark,

Highlanders Director of Education, told about

:hc work of the School. In December, Dr. John
B. Thompson spoke at a meeting arranged by

he New York Committee, on behalf of the

Juarantors-for-Highlander Plan.

• * •

In California, there are two Highlander Com-
hi I tees in the Bay Area. One in Palo Alto

is headed by Mrs. Josephine Duveneck; the

sther, in Berkeley, is headed by Mrs. Beth

Kennedy.

In a leaflet put out by the Berkeley Com'
nittce, Dr. Alexander Meiklejohn, one of Anier-

ca's great educators, said,

"Many years ago one of my wisest friends, *

;eacher in ethics, described a prevailing tend-

:r.cy :- A.-r.er:r=r, bchs'.icr in the words: *W*
•ave our principles in public and then waive

hem in private. I admire Highlander because

t 16 trying to point the way toward the cor-

-octi«e r>f thxt T.n-al delinquency of ours as we
.ace or evaue uimtumes at home and abroad.

• • •

The Chicago Highlander Committee held

Parties and meetings throughout the year to

txpand Highlander's circle of friends and Con-

tibutors and to enlist new Guarantors for

/lighlander. Dear. B. R. Bra teal. Chairman of

he Highlander Executive Council, spoke at a

netting at which a report was made to the

jui. li'iju-!.- a; iJ Guarantors.

ndians Yearn for Education

Lilian W. Johnson Memorial

Highlander gratefully accepts the Lilian W.
Johnson Memorial Cabin purchased by funds

contributed by friends of Dr. Johnson and
money left to the School in her will. One of

the South'* great women pioneers in educationa l

fields, a founder of one college and president of

another. Dr.. Johnson in 1932 turned over to

Myles Horton her mountain-top home which

today serves as the main building of Highlander

Folk School. At the age of 90, Dr. Johnson

wrote from Bradenton, Florida, saying, "What
Highlander did for me was to accustom me to

association with people of a class and a race I

had not known before, except as they served me.

The industrial worker, and the Negro became

personalities in their own right. I saw beneath

externalities, and came to have a better under-

standing of their problems. This new attitude

has been a great help to roe in the work here

of organizing our interracial work for a recrea-

tional program for Negro youth ... It is mv
inspiration and my courage to go forward with

this Negro work which I have received from

Highlander . .
."

In turn, people who study at Highlander con-

tinue to gain inspiration and courage from the

life and works of Dr. Lilian Wycoff Johnson,

who died in 1956 at the age of 92.

Community Program

Aerial view, pictured below, of Highlander

Folk School shows the J acre lake where peo-

ple of the community and students find enjoy-

ment and fellowship while fishing, swimming,

and boating.

Myles Horton introduces Chief Horace Rid-

ught of the Choctaw Nation to Mrs. FDR
.j:h wior. they di:cv.-s educational needs of

;,; V.:;.-.i::.;j;pi Ir.d^ir.i.

Highlander's own Indian Markings on the

ia:ural stone porch of the main building,

..;;h-. ..' be prc-ChvTokes by University of
--„,.-.,

:.rfS^-.),-ici«?' vrt photographed re-

lt.; • t-. a hiiiiii.-uiiian institute researcher.

X>*<

Financial Statement
Summary

•'H(inlander Folk School ended the fiscal

year September 50. 1958, with an Oper-
• z ' '' i-':i: '. J? ^66 *4. Total Re-

; . ..; •:... .,,. v.".- 5114,279.86 and
ex;.cn-e* for the jcar were S77.J97.43.

(signed) "Harry V. Herrell

Certified Public Accountant
Tennessee Certificate #11 57."

Part ot this year** income was used to

m*ke up last year's deficit. A complete
*-.«-c.'ii ^?»rT-»"» ••••1' be mailed upon

Tax Exemption Restored

We are glad to announce that on 'December

18, 1957, the Internal Revenue Service con-

firmed its previous ruling that the Highlander

Folk School is entitled to exemption from Fed-

eral income tax and that contributions made to

Highlander are deductible for income tax pur-

poses.

Wanted: 100 New Guarantors

The Guarantors Committee which grew out

of last year's 25th Anniversary Celebration has

secured 160 Guarantors for Highlander. The
Committee was formed to provide Highlander

with a minimum monthly operating budget of

J2.000 by enlisting 200 people who would

pledge at least $10 a month. The Committee

members are:

Of. John B. Thompson, Chairman. Mrs. William Wald-

man, Treasurer. SIS Central Avenus, wiimette, Illinois.

Or. and Mrs. Abraham warier. Chatttnoots. Ter«e*see,

Mrs. Sarsh Pstton Boyle, Charlottesville. Virginia. Dear)

I. *. sranal. Atlsntt. Ceortlt. Mrs. Jeseonlne Owen-
act Los Altos, CalMomla. Or. Cs-orte M. Cuest, Cin-

cinnati, Ohio. Or, John Hops It. fUslwllle, Tennessee.

Mr. Esau Jenkins. Charleston, South Carolina. Miss May
Justus, Tracy City, Tennessee. Mrs. rue* "ami*,
Cotden, Colorado. Mr. K»w*rt Meseham, PMIadelpnU.

Pennsylvania. Or. and Mrs. Aisxander Msikiejohn, Berk*.

ley, CsHtomia. Or. Wsller C. Muelder, toston Mass*

enusetts. Mr. Wcndatl A. rarrls, Washington. C. Mr.

CorttJ M. •uryeir. Winston-Sslem North Carol we. Mr.

Wtieolm tost, Miami, Florida. Mr. William StU, St.

Louis. Missouri. Mr. end Mrs. 0s»ld Stolott, Knoiyllle,

Tinneutt. Mr. Ralph Tetfertalltr, How York, Maw York.

FOLK SINGING, established as a symbol

of Highlander by the late Zfiphia Horton and
always a source of inspiration, was led by Shelby

Flint and Guy Carawan. Shelby Flint was in-

vited by workshop participants to lead tinging

in Charleston, S. C, and at a Methodist Area
Conference in Orangeburg, S. C, in late aunv
mer. Pictured above is Guy Carawan with the

5 string banjo, an instrument which had its

origin in the Tennessee mountains.

Bigotry Backfires

While Mrs. Roosevelt was telling a High-
lander audience that "people who are trying to

do something new are very apt to be attacked.

Some people hate and fear anything new . . .,"

Governor Marvin Griffin's slick-paper smear of

, Highlander Folk School was backfiring on T. V.
Williams. Jr., its originator. The following is

an excerpt from an August 4, 1958, TIME
MAGAZINE article:

Something euphemistically celled the Oeortla Com-
munion on Education was only a one-stenographer
state ntn« charted with Inventing anU-lnt«treUcn
lew* tmUl Redneck Governor Msnln OrUflD decided

that it wet meant tor bitter thines. To the un-
explolted office of commission executive «tcretarr.

he appointed an ambitious, possum-shaped Atlanta
lawyer named T. V. ifor Truman Veram Williams

Jr.. U. Williams toon multiplied the commission
•tar! by ten, moved Into prominent quarter* across
the street from the state capltol. He tatted the
letlslature mte tlvlnt him the power of subpoena,

plenty of money for a dream? assortment ot private-

er* equipment — loot-lens camera, wiretap recorder,
pocket mixes, etc. — to sleuth on any dtlxen sus-

pected of disagreeing with white-supremacy dogma.
Finding Oeortla too imall for his ambition, he tot
authority to spend taxpayer money publlclxlnt racial

condition* all over the U. 8.

Hammertoe his stock line that integration of the

races is a Communist plot, Williams felt free to:

• Invade neighboring Tennessee by tendlnt a state

phototrapher Into the Highlander Folk School at

Monteagle, use the pictures of It* Inteerated leitlons

for a sliek-naper charge iwo.ooc copies! that It Is

a "Communist trainlnt center.*'

• Pass out 100,000 booklet* aimed at proving that

N.AJt.C.P. Is Red-run.

e) Broadcast leaflets reprinting an American Legion
attack on the Southern Region*) Council. respecUbl*.
old-line Atlanta Interracial aeencr.

• Mall IcealUUc pamphlet* In support of Arkansa*'
Racist Governor Orval Faubu* to »,000 Little Rock
voters on the eve of their gubernatorial primary.

• Attlrn hi* phototrapher to *neak picture* to the
Episcopal Cathedral'* Hall of Bi»hopt In AUanta,

where pastor* and church ladies eathered tor an
Inteerated meetln* of the Oeortla Council of Churches.

T. V. Williams Jr. rode bl(h and hard until this

month, and then he swunt the ratted blade of

bleotry atalnst the wrens people: Oeortla politician*

. . . Suddenly Attorney General Eueene Cook, until

then an approvlnelr *llent member of the comml*-
alon board, threatened an lnvestlteUon of T. T.
William* Jr. and all hi* works. Last week William*

vesUutd • • •

1959 Workshops have already been
scheduled on Campus Leadership for In-

tegration <April 3-5); Community Serv-

ices and Segregation (May 17-29),

including weekend conference (May 21-

**); Registration and Voting (June 21-6);

Community Leadership and Integrated

Housing (July 19-24); Workshop for

Foreign Visitors over Labor-Day Week-
end; and Human Aspects of Migration

(October).

^»-» W»V if
^
w^my
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TO:

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

iyHIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL,
Monteagle, Tennessee
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Knoxville News-Sentinel for 1/29/59, carried local
news story date-lined Nashville, Tennessee, 1/29/59, under by-line
of Eli TOPP, News-Sentinel Nashville Correspondent, reporting that

* the Tennessee Legislature (Senate and House) on 1/28/59, unanimously
adopted and sent to the Governor a joint resolution directing
him to name a committee of five legislators to investigate reports
of "subversive" activities at the Highlander Folk School, near
Monteagle, Tennessee. The committee would have power to subpoena
witnesses and school records, and would report back to this
session, of the Legislature.

The resolution is quoted, in part, as charging that
Highlander Folk School, and other organizations affiliated with
it, "are allegedly involved in activites subversive to and contrary
to the forms of good Government". Sponsors of the resolution were
listed as Rep. HARRY LEE SENTER, Bristol; and Rep. S. A. RHINEHART,
Spencer, Tennessee*, Senator BARTON DEMENT, of Murfreesboro, is
quoted as saying "HFS is nothing but a finishing school for
Communist". Reg SggTTER was critical of HFS for inter-mingling of
the races.
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Copy of above-mentioned news item enclosed to Bureau

It is suggested Memphis, at Nashville, follow proposed
legislative investigation of HFS through press, furnishing Bureau
and Knoxville with pertinent clippings.

GEAETY
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Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
Sent M Per
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'ftecort/s 4re Open*

Highlander Folic

Probe Approved
By ED TOPP

K«r»-*«iti!rti Kttfanne Ctmapmimt
NASHVILLE, Jan. 29 — Is

Highlander Folk School really
nest of Red comrades? .

Tennessee legislators mean to
rind out. Without a dissenting
vote in either the Senate or
House, a joint resolution was
adopted yesterday and sent to the
Governor to investigate reports
or Subversive" activities at the
Inter-racial school hear Mont-

' «fle. Term. ... '-.,.
j

Today, -however, the resolution
f jvas recalled for an amendment,

ine sponsors said the resolution
will be amended to put a 55000
Urmt on the cost of the investiga-
tion. ,

*
Myles Honon, director of High-

lander Folic, replied to yester-
day s action. He said no legis-
lative act was necessary to carry
out an investigation of the school.

'Had Oaly To A»k*
"While we have always wel-comed investigation and invited

visitors, of whom many have
J**n our Government's guesU
irom foreign countries, we pre-
fer io have only 4 few observers

fi ' !i
me

j° *s «* to distract

^?jh
i educational activities/'

said Horton.

,.

'.'°

4

ur records~the list of con-
•'

! 'Jtors
f faculty members itu-"" " anything - are open to

S'^H1"1' «d a]w*ys have

n!2' ^°n 8a)d
-

"Thev didn'tneed authorization to get them
A!» they had to do was ask?

nrS*Jii
ded ftat "***" ar* not

rWtJ
l,d

- f*
ver ^ bw any

Sft? «S!5?
officially connected«th Highlander school. I am not"7,^ "ever have been «member of the Communist Part?

^e - Communist.''

-fas- Subpen* Power

-t^I J"
011* " directs the Gov-ernor to name two Senators aod

tcft Representatives to a soe-

ST5ES "*
*
ich001 «* "iw

JU findings to the Legisla£~

see'* neighboring states have in-

vestigated Highlander Folk inlhe
past, that the school has .received
attention of veteran* organiza-
tions, and that It has recently

attracted the attention of the
Arkansas attorney general.
To remain on a tax-exempt

status as an educational institu-
tion, Highlander Folk' must re-
port each -year to the U. S. In-
ternal Revenue Service that it
has not taken part in any prop-
aganda activities, said Norton,
' If *here were any subversive'
activities;" he said, "the Federal
Government would know
about it/

1
:

' '-,'-.: ;.t .;.:
'.

'

Ha* Tax-Exempt Status
Horton related that Highlander

Folk had been challenged a* t
it* eligibility for tax exemprioi
last year, and that the schoo
was removed from a tax-exemp
status for a period. After tht
Internal Revenue Service looked
into the matter, the tax-exempt
status was returned, he added.
Horton, 54. is a n a t J v e of

Savannah, Term. He received
his bachelor's, degree from
Cumberland University and his
master's degree from the Uni-
versity of Chicago. He said he
is a member of the delegate as-
sembly of the Adult Education
Association and is chairman of
the Residential Adult Education
Section of the AEA. He said he
will head the American AEA
delegation to the international
conference in Germany next
September.

. .

€4te« «Reporr
SprinlOed on the desks' of leg-

islators yesterday were copies of
a so-called report in 1957 by the
Georgia Commission on Eduea'
nop. The paper referred to th
school as a Communist tra
ground. Chief feature of th
pamphiet was a

, photographic
layout of Highlander Folk', non-
•egregjjted situation. -lx«g u»tM
t alleged Communist-front or-
anuations conned*-* •*-'*- -"

it.

/CucxvtK/t, Afoot* S*frtt#c/

Than. /-Z9-Sf

ALL INFORMATION CCNTAINED
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perm witnesses and school rec-

ords.
The resolution wu

twice. One amendment' ires

that the investigators reywJt to
the Legislature as well.as to the
Governor. The other added a
phraj* saying the Investigation
was made for the purpose of tak-
ing appropriate legislative action.
This, it was said, was necessary
to make the amendment consti-
tutional.

Trained Labor Leaders

The resolution charges that
Highlander, and other organiza-
tions affiliated with it, "are al-

legedly Involved in activities sub-
versive to and contrary to the

forms of good government"
When it was founded, High-

lander specialized in training la-

bor leaders. In recent years it

has added integration workshops
to its schedule. The school is sup-
ported by contributions from in-

dividuals, organizations served by
the school, foundations and tui-

tions.

Mrs. Roosevelt Spoke

Speakers at the school last

summer included Mr&.^Franklin
D. Roosevelt and Harry Golden,
humorist and editor"oTTneXaro-
lina Israelite of Charlotte, IV 'C.

vie "Rev". "Martin Luther King,

Negro integration leader " of

Montgomery, Ala., and Rosa
Parks, whose action touchecToff
Tn~e~Montgomery bus boycott, are
among those listed by Highlander
as having attended integration
workshops at the school.

Ever since Highlander Folk
wps established 'in the mountain-
ous region about 1932, reports
have sprang up from time to

+'"e +.hif the school was a train-

ing ground for Communists.
There never has been any pre-

tense about the policy of non-
segregation at the school. That
has caused resentment from- time
to time, A summer camp for
.youngsters has been run in con-
junction with th* mcAtoel. mnd th»t.
•-xi, Hm dl»reg»n4ed color or
race.

No Aeadnmnle Oturiet
"Hijtfilander Folk School in no*

affiliated with any organization*
b<jf m»kr» *t» service* svailahl*
to individual* on a non-discrimi-
natory haiia provided «Vy are
open-min-Vd." M»d Ilarton.

AcsVmw ftgriM are n»*
U irH *'. I!;xVaf*Vr F^**. Th*»
s-e tf—.nurt. arrrkahnf* and d.-*-

r&i.-yti g-nuja !lu!ed f**>>7 •*

V.-* » >«vi U. * tVT«OTsj,-j to u*

r~*#-* that memhrrah p ha tv
v

ir. !«*r.,> *-• \s\ »" *•> *rr*
*•*<•*. «t «hougM and rwUftm V
*j >*: t-jp*t to • LvelArr*!. ed »

.. »-, a.-^ hf''Jx. to e>e,A»: t%+

pnrtimtf to parbrtjMW In nV »-u'>

hart I hfs ft the rnm^tuei*> at] *"

evj.ial *te++t lo puN* t»ruiUct
With * demorraur goal. M <*

H-^tod. *v* are In pmjtwin lr

f sM anythtnf that f*$ In t>
laajr. wither Jt he lota.itar.ar

OsmmunUm or Fascism."

HMr U Late*

Presenting the resolution for a
*-<? in the House yesterday.
* •--. <•*--.- I,ee Senter, Bristol

i.Kcrr.ocr*^ declared, "The hour

1% late for this investigation, but

n^i too late to show to the world

that i'enessee does revere and
»<.sp5ci the great heritage that

has been passed down to us by

our matchless ancestors."

port" was made by The Mem-
phis Press-Scimitar last Decem-

ber. It was found there vhad

been a change in the personnel

and a reorganization of. the

Georgia Commission on Educa-

tion since the "report" was put*

liahed. Paul Stevenson, the pres-

ent executive secretary, said the

literature -was not a- report/- "It

was a pamphlet," he said, "dis-

tributed by the former secretary.

It was not an official stale re-

port." ...*.. •:»'-

t
Asked whether the present

commission had published any
" material on Highlander Folk.

Stevenson replied: "We don't

deal with any kind of propa-

ganda. We accumulate facts."

He added that he didn't know
anything about the school.

•Want Intermingling'

Senter said the school fosters

intefated classes and inter-

mingling of the races. Rep. S .

A. Rhinehart, Spencer Demo-
crat, tne otner sponsor, said:

^CLOSURE
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

called me this morning and stated he
had had inquiry from the press concerning the above school indicating ur ,

the Tennessee legislature intended to look into the activities of the school and
his inquiry was whether or not we had ever investigated the Highlander
Folk School.

After checking with the Domestic Intelligence Division, IadvisedflBHH^^ that we had made some limited inquiry concerning •

the school several years ago when it was alleged it was a hot bed for communists,
and we forwarded a memorandum to Assistant Attorney General Bazelon
dated February 21, 1947, and that we had also forwarded a memorandum C- /
to Peyton Ford dated February 26, 1951, regarding the matter. I told him,

(

however, we were in no position to state we had ever investigated the
school nor would it be-tg^he Bureau's or the Department's advantage ,vto indicate that we haoSinvestigated the school. I briefly described the
background of the school to him and suggested I felt best not to comment on
the matter. ^B» stated he agreed and that he would get the point across
there is no current activity on the part of the Department in this matter.

1 - Mr. Belmont

(3)
'

<y
y / V

^
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8 FEB 17 1959
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL,
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
IS - X

Re Knoxville air-tel to Bureau dated 2/12/59.

There is submitted herewith one copy of newsarticle entitled, "Inquiry Assured for Highlander", whichappeared in the 2/1V59, issue of the Chattanooga Tiase.

GEARTT

.*"'**

-,**

-i
--a

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS

DATE^lk
UNCLASSIFIED

S±_BY_£££j

3- Bureau (End. -1)
1- Knoxvllle />*•"'

M

5 7 FEB 241959

Approved:

"^

;xcfi ATiACbiiKyv/,

fecial Agent in Charge
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5 Men' to" Conduct Probe

Will Be Named After

Ellington Signs

from Chattanooga Timet Bureau

NASHVILLE — Prompt ap-
pointment of a legislative com-
mittee to Investigate Highland-
er Folk School was promised
Tuesday by House and Senate
speakers soon after the General
Assembly, authorized -the in-

quiry. -"

Lt. Gov. William D. Baird
of Lebanon said he already has
decided upon the two senators
he will name to the five-man
committee. But he declined to

reveal the names until the res-

olution is signed by Gov. Elling-

ton, possibly Wednesday.
House Speaker James L. Bo-

mar of Shelbyville promised the
three representatives for the
joint Senate -House committee
will be designated "within 24

hours" after the .governor acts.

His choice, he said, will be "non-
political."

Sponsors Have Boles
Legislative custom dictates

the sponsors of an investigation

of this type be named to the
committee. In that event, two
of those certain of appointment
**e_Be&_Harry Lee Senter of|
Bristol, who initiated the pro-
posed inquiry, and Sen. Barton
Dement of Murfreesboro, who
put it through the Senate.

Final approval for the inves-
tigation came by a 22 to 8 vote
of the Senate, sending the .res-

olution to Ellington, who al-

ready had said he would sign

Jiam Pny Nine, Colw FUJI

INQUIRY ASSURED
FOR HIGHLANDER

From Page One
; .

it reluctantly. He doubted the

hasty investigation}" which must
be concluded by March 10,

would accomplish much.
The senators haggled over a

number of technicalities before

voting *5,000 for the investi-

gation. One senator complained

about a lack of copies of the

resolution, while another
claimed it had not been read
in full by the clerk. '

The Senate recessed for 15
. .minutes whils the .

Rev.r Carl
' tEfrby of Tracy .City laid" 'down

I,
a fusillade -of charges at the

CTAWly. integrated adult educa-

Tf-MH.

as a part-time Methodist
preacher, missionary and gospel
singer, asked for 45 minutes to

present his case igafcwt-_High-
lander and its director, Mylea
Horton.

Speaks Fast
When senators protested their

work schedule would allow him
only a third of that, he at-

tempted to cram the full speech
'into the allotted time.

Talking with machine - gun
speed which made his sentences
sometimes unintelligible, Kirby
accused Highlander of being
subversive, of harboring Com-
munist, sympathizers and fo-

menting industrial strife. He
waved affidavits and read from
cards and documents which "hs

:

claimed back up his allegations.

.This .. evidence, ha asserted,

was available only to him and
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation.———T*

. .

""-.

- But he asked the Legislature

call off the investigation,, claim-

ing records necessary to estab-

lish charges against the school

already had been removed from
Monteagle in anticipation of the

inquiry.

Kirby urged instead that the)

Legislature proceed at once to,

enact a law putting Highlander

out of business. He promised the

Legislature he would supply a
bill "with teeth in it." \

Horton has said repeatedly he
would welcome the investigation

and that all records and data

relative to the school he estab-

lished in 1932 will be made
available. He *flemand«l the

Legislature make a complete in-

quiry and either clear his school

or close 11.

CMAT. TttrfSS

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED N
DATE *)'M BY ffP56 T

ftJ<M
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March 27, 1961

^
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I am in possession 0^2. publication which describes a school
by the name of "The Higilander Folk School" in Tennessee. This
publication also-stctLe s lliat Llur school was established in
September 1932, by Horton and Donald L. West, a Georgian with
a long record of affiliations with Communist-front groups.

1 I ^would very much appreciate all information the FBI may be at
liberty to give regarding this school, its teachers and its
purpose.

This publication also states that this school has continued
under close surveillance by the FBI therefore I presume you
may have some report available to the public.

My very sincere thanks.

Yours ve

ALL IKFORMATiOrj CONTAINED
HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEJ&IeJ- BY_££S2D
£4-U"m Cm:

1*1- 1£//-2l>
* W? A. 1961
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I have received your letter dated March 27,
1961 , and the interest which prompted your comauni-
cating with me is indeed appreciated.

While I would like to be of assistance,
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI,
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations
or comments concerning organizations, publications
or individuals* I am sure you will understand the
necessity for this policy and will not infer that
our files do or do not contain the information you .

desire. . \ >/ _,,../

In view of your interest in the internal

m

-11 '

O
I

3Dm
CDS

,rsecurity of the United States, I am enclosing some
literature which you may wish to read, 55

Sincerely yours.

TO

MAICEOSB

APR
COMM-FB1

51961

f-*

25

J- Edgar Hoover V- V-j.

£$

irtv

v
1
'

? ;
5^ .ii.ei.

* <$'^-
5 7APR f2 196 T
MAIL ROOM l_.l TELETYPE UNIT 1 1

Tolsc .

Parsons ___
Mop./ . . ...

Belmont

Callahan _

Conrad — „.,.—

DeL oacl.

Evcr.s

Maione ._. , ,

Rosen —..—
Tov*I ____
Trotter .

Vf.C. Sullivan

Tele. Room —
Ingram „^^__

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED';

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
'"

' pATE^SkJSt-BYaesE
'•'• ipT c?^J^S

% :
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NOTE ON YELLOW : v

Bufiles contain no identifiable references to T

correspondent* '*."'..-'

The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been the
subject of numerous allegations that it is a communist
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee 9

due primarily to its racial character. These allegations
have not been substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of
the numerous communist affiliations of personnel affiliated
with the HFS, The Bureau has not investigated this organi-
zation, (61-7511-266, 2*7)

The following items of literature are being sent
to correspondent: * -:

1. "One Nation's Response to Communism*
2. "Communist Target - Youth"
3. "Communism and the College Student* -~

4. "The Communists Are After Our Minds*

* -,

=>**-

- 2 -
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OPTIONAL. FOAM HO. 10

UNITED STATES Gq^.RNMENT

Memorandum

SB 7
)

•-jt

'-^B

t,;:1

TO

FROM

subject:

Director, FBI (61-7511)

t>AC # Knoxville, (61-12)

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGI^, TENNESSEE
IS - C

datb: 6/22/61

Enclosed Is original and lour copies of
letterhead iemo pertaining to Highlander Folk School
reflecting the latest legal action and decisions con-
cerning the suit filed by the State of Tennessee against
this school. This »eao is being forwarded for completion
of Bufiles.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DAT5 M™ BY SfrVcr?
1 <?*&

LJL
7
—

™

CC TO: ^faOJfiU *S<

REQ. REC'D/.?^^
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x'"

CO' #^
2 - Bureau (EncQ/5) (RM) ££/*.
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No, fc

iiw.1- u^*-^*. J- .'a'hat«-' ,

«.. • , r . ' fri
>
tf

"" ' ^
'
S' ,jJt V •'': *J-

':•:*

^ dW^TED STATES DEPARTMENT oK^USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

rv." v»

:

Knox vi lie, Tennessee
May 22, 1961

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLB, TENNESSEE
INTERNAL SECURITY * C

;v*v • ^

The Chattanooga News-Free Press , Chattanooga!
Tennessee, a daily publication, In the issue of April 5,

x^SI, reported that on April 5, 1961, the Tennessee Supreme

Court upheld the revocation of the Highlander Folk School's
general welfare charter and ordered the operating corporation
dissolved. It was reported that the Supreme Court's deci-

sion meant that it must shut down operations unless it gets

a stay order from the State Court in order to further appeal

its case to the U. 8. /Supreme Court*

The school's charter was reported revoked on

two grounds: BYLESJJJORTON, Director and founder of the

adult education institution, operated the school for his

own personal gain; Intoxicating beverages were sold illegally

on the school premises*

It was reported that the Tennessee Supreme

Court did not consider the 1902 State Segregation Law, stating

that it sot necessary for them to pass upon the Constitu-

tional question as to the mixing of white and colored male

and female in the same school, since Highlander had violated

other state laws* '' *; '•-;-:'-*,..'-,
.;

>:' -*.'--'

-'•
'' ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED N
DATE_44sL BY£££mM),
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HIGHLANDER FOUL SCHOOL

The case was first tried in February, I960,

at which time the local State Court ordered the revocation
of the charter and the corporation dissolved, but allowed
the school to operate pending the outcome of an appeal.

The Knoxvilie Hews-Sent ine

I

, Knoxvi lie, Tenn-
essee, a daily publication, in issue May 5, 1961, reported
that the Tennessee Supreme Court had denied a petition to
re- hear the controversial Highlander Folk School case. It

was reported that in asking for a re-hearing, attorneys for
Highlander had argued the charter was revoked simply because
it was an integrated institution.

The article reported that the State Supreme
Court in a recent opinion ignored the segregation question
and said the school should give up its charter because of

the beer sales and the finding of the jury in regards to
X7LES HORTCN, Director.

It was reported that attorneys for the High-
lander Folk School said they planned to carry the case to
the 0. S. Supreme Court*

The Knoxvilie Journal , Knoxville, Tennessee,
a daily publication, in issue Hay i.1, 1961, reported that

on May 10, 1961, the Highlander Folk School announced it

had authorized attorneys to take its charter revocation
case to the Supreme Court of the United States. They will

ask the U. S. Supreme Court to hear an appeal of a recent

ruling by the Tennessee Supreme Court revoking the school's

charter.

Director MYLES HORTON reported that meanwhile

the racially Integrated school is operating as usual and
i»«t. week was planning a new South-wide Citizenship School

Program.
IK*:-*!^vm.

-a-
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SBCUBITT -> ft «i*L
EAST GERMANY

/?n**

Keurlet *~14-«1.
Ckssffisd

Declassify

For your information the Highlander Folk School waa_
organized in approximately 1932 and is reportedly supported
primarily by donations from individuals and labor unions in
the font of payment* for the students to attend its courses.
It offers courses of instruction in labor organisation, social
economics and the general field of labor education*

Myles Horton was born 7-7-05 at Savannah, Tennessee,
and attended the Union Theological Seminary, University of
Chicago and the Cumberland University. He received an AS
degree at the latter University. Myles Horton became Director
of the Highlander Folk School in approximately 1937.

»
|

2

tin ^i

E 8

j

According to Bureau files the Highlander t Folk School '

nas had Communist Party, (CP), members on Its staff [and has j-
folloved the practice of welcoming communlsts^as studentsJ $. u £
Due to its interracial character It has been the subject of
numerous past allegations that It represents "the headquarters
for communism in east Tennessee, These allegations have never
been substantiated. An investigation was conducted during
1941-43; however, the reports have never been disseminated
and contain notes indicating that much of the subversive
derogatory information contained therein has been repudiated
by individuals previously furnishing information.

t
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!%/ Tele. F.x

1 - Foreign Liaison (Route through for review)
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uegal Attache , Bonn <.„ /"

RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
61-7511

X

/

CONFIDENTIAL "k 1

In view of the above it does not appear desirable to

volunteer information concerning the Highlander Folk School and

Horton to outside agencies. U a request for information |m

received in this regard, the identifying information la f

paragraphs two and three may be furnished. The substance of

paragraphs four and five, however, should only be furnished

orally, *

HOTI:

In view of the controversial nature of the organization
and Horton and the lack lof subs tantiating .information ^oncerninr
a negations against them it app.ears_.that

U" •-;

'**!

-*;.
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UNITED STATES C £NT
i «

date: 10/17/61

Memora
ro : DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

from : SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
IS - c

The Knoxvi lie News -Sentinel , Knoxville, Tenn.,
a daily publication, in issue of October 8, 1961, reported
that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tenn., announces
plans for a similar school in Knoxville, Tenn., to be located
in an old apartment building at 1625 Riverside Drive, Knoxville.
It was reported the Knoxville institution will be a research
and educational center which "insures the continuation of the
Highlander idea". It was reported that so far as financially
possible, the Knoxville school will take over the previous
educational program of the Monteagle School if the latter
is forced to close.

News media have reported the U. S. Supreme Court
refused to hear the appeal^ of the Highlander Folk SchooJ^from
the decision of the Tennessee Courts and found tfctL ,

Highlander
v iolate dlcr"i mi na 1 laws-ofli'hes tsifelkndlTEvoked the s chobl • s
charter . H0RT0Nj__duringjthe state trial, was~accused oT
operating ..the iTchooi-for persojiaXISengfi t, "and "it was alleged
beer was illegally sold on the grounds.

In the news article of October 8, 1961, it was
reported that the State Charter for the Knoxville School was
issued on August 28, 1961.

MEMPHIS DIVISION, at Nashville, Tenn., will,
through appropriate state offices, verify the reported charter
of the Knoxville institution and will obtain from the charter
records the purpose of the school, date charter granted, list
of directors and officials and any other pertinent data
available in such files. It is requested that this information
be furnished to the Knoxville Office.

/ n

&J- Bureau
3 - Memphis (2 - 61-34, 1 - 100-3208)

Knoxville * s

r^ cr/~*

3 - 1

INFORM

>c-

bgc

ALL INFORMATION CONT
HLREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE g)VfP4 BY.Vfffr

5 & OCT 241961

«J OCT 19 1961
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Transmit the fallowing in

AIRTEL

to: director, fbi (61-7511)

from: sac, knoxville (61-12)

: Highlander folk school
internal security - c

.- fl*fi* -"!".-» '%W '

FBI

nt;ac
Date: 10/25/62

(Type in plain text or code)

AIHMAIL"0' M--^rmiVT
(Priority or Method of MailjXt)

CCTO*. _ .

REQ. REC'P / 7 ~&-6 *jlr
Dtc 1 ? u>o<

ANS.

BY: $£+M&

^GHLANDER RESEARCH AND

NTERNAL SECURITY - C

letterhe_nclosed herewith are five copies \

memorandum in captioned matter. *^ REVERSE SfK FOR^
ADO. MSSCMiNAIWH^

Location of Report &/"S*
%

Identity of Source

T-l
<L

- '. * ^

«

T-2 is the House of Representatives Select Committee t<r$^
investigate Foundations and Other Organizations, which <>

committee advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews

with various witnesses including BUDENZ. The Bureau furnished

conies of this memorandum to the New York Office by letter

dated 2/24/53, entitled, "USE OF BENEVOLENT TRUST FUNDS,

PHILANTHROPIC AND ELEEMOSYNARY INSTRUCTIONS TO IMPLEMENT THE

PROGRESS OF SUBVERSIVE GROUPS; IS - C".

i;iv.7Tr IS t!S*t£S£i* IiS> ;

-

3 - Bureau (E

1 m KnoxVjille

REQ. REC'D

vs^^ r--^ v-



,**.

*#>#*

: -.:=£"-- y

f
-

ur

raw*.

i£±

.TES DEPARTkENT OJ

A

kX BUREAU OF INVESTIG,

Knoxville, Tennessee
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL ,

INTERNAL SECURITY - C
-*> .' T a .-

HTfiHI.ANnKR RESEARCH AND
education""center".
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The October 13, 1962 issue of the Knoxville Journal
,

a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee,
contained an article captioned "Highlander Alters Policies*;.

This article read in part as follows; ^ ;

fTT *f ~-,-., -r m .

•••"*
\;f

"Highlander Folk School, noted for Its pro-
,

Communist leanings, has changed emphasis from
.

education of whites to accept integration to :
'<.-*J;

agitation by a few Negroes in stirring up racial
r̂

trouble by siting and the like, it was learned
yesterday.

*&-?*• -.

y
This was\The gist of a speech given this *

-

week by Myleslkorton., Highlander, director, to a group
of 11 supporters of Rev . Maurice^UcCracken in Cina. g/>J

cinnat-L*. McCracken is a presbyier-ian -minister , under ^

suspension, who was the treasurer of "Operation -.***' -''."'

Freedom", for "Tent City" in West Tenjofiasee. a few.';^ ^
months ago. He has a community church in Cincinnati.

# -T . •_

Highlander has been operating here at 1625 „ .....-,

Riverside DrJ,ve. It formerly was at Bonteagle ,* ' V ~ ^

but was closed there several months ago by the ;> f**;^ - j

state. After that, Horton and a group obtained J >
/

another charter from the state to function here,' :.'i
';*/•

Horton, in his talk, told of a Negro presby-

^

"
/;.

terian Church in Knoxville where the basement -iJ»^*&.£
used as a cafeteria and meeting place for Negro

J

students from University of Tennessee, Maryville^
College and Knoxville College to plan integration
activities. Upstairs quarters are used to house-

Negro speakers who come into Knoxville to speak
to the groups. " * "* >
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Horton also iold of the "difficulties" High-

lander is having with Knoxville city ordinances passed ;.:=,

to specifically hinder operation of the left wing vf ,^V-
institution. : '*-'

" ' :.V'

'

He told the meeting "a group of labor leaders" r
=.

who helped elect Mayor John Duncan went to the mayor

to protest the ordinances, but " all they got was lip : .

service." <_' -
,''

- ' ..... v'- ".'»'.-'".'"

•

1
j-.

f
»j^.^«-yj

.%

."it

->&

££v-r

/'..v\l

* ; PA

i*

CoWlD^jflAf /



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL >

N^i

Confidential Informant Knoxville T-2, another Govern-
ment agency, advised that LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, admitted former
editor of the Daily Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper

,

and a former official of the Communist party, advised on November

21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist,
but BUDENZ did not furnish further details.

The October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News-

Sentinel , a local daily newspaper published at Knoxviiie,
Tennessee, contained an article reflecting that Highlander
Folk School had announced plans for a similar school at ,

:

Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article

identified MYLES HORTON as director of Highlander,j. ^
- > ^l- '

-
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PO^IDEI^AL
The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxyille News-

Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on »^P«.*S**. ,

1961, assets of Highlander Folk school, Monteagle, Tennessee, >

were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree ,,
v

alter the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee ...
*,-,

laws and failed in appeals to the. State and unite* States..*n .«,..

Supreme Courts.

"

;
•-''-"..'• \ ;'

-
.''.-.'.«*'

'.''•i' •:!'' "•''*•
v.*s

"' ';«'.'*• •>.•'';''•-•

The July 8, 1962 issue of the Knoxvllle News-Sentinel

contained an article reflecting the land on wnicn Highlander ^
volk school was formerly located had been sold at public auction

under Couti decree! The article stated that MYLES HOBTON,
.

Tirlctlr of Highlander during its entire existence, has moved

to Knoxville. Tennessee, and has been granted a State charter

for an organiZa!?on called Highlander .Besearch and Educational

Center. ......
"...
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uniVEd states department of X££tice

federal bureau of investigation

In Reply, PUate Jtyer to

"

FUeNa.

Knoxville, Tennessee
October 25, 1962

. - -..*' -. .-" .-#;" ^-. -:.:.;..,?''. V'..-*
/* ''*

-V;' 'JVt-*«[ »
t'..'-
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: -' "'• '.''.•: ''*'&' >;- -.'-' *^ * - .-._ '-',%."_' if
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"--'*..

Title HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL '.ft-,'" ;^ :

'

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND ^ ,. ^ '; ; ;'

;'' EDUCATION CENTER >- ;;V; ' ^\ -V* ;

:-*

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C. -^
(

- ,_ ? J^l^rlj;'.
"'

Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated :
; -,

v

October 25, 1962, Knoxville, Tenn. ' ,

.* -V '-" -r
•J- t-.

\ .>*-*

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced

communication have furnished reliable infonuation in the past.

*'u**."-?i-'-

.^:.
J"

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED "::.'*'?
'

:^
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED '4^^ -^

DATE^j£M_BY^E&

i^'^'.

''>.'%§"

>' •* 1"*

ENCLOSHBE

Thi* document contains oilthtr r*comm*ndatton« nor conclusions of th* FBI. It ! the property

of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and its content* are not to be distributed outside

your agency.

*/. 7<r//-377
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(HE Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

FBI >'- l

'-,rV
****'' **'-'.'

| ',^?*t--rZ% '

'

Via
AIRMAIL

or corfej

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

FROM: ^WSAC, KNOKVILLK (61-12) ;

Highlander foi* school ,„.... ... v .

—rs-^~c '
-

INFORMATION CONCERNING
RACIAL MATTERS

By

Re Knoxvi lie teletype 6/20/63.

J

i & %
Enclosed are the original and seven copies of

a letterhead memorandum bearing the caption, "HIGHLANDER
FOLK SCHOOL, INFORMATION CONCERNING, RACIAL MATTERS".

No local dissemination to intelligence agencies
has been made by the Knoxville Office.

As the Bureau is aware the Knoxville Office is

making no Investigation of the Highlander Folk School ;;

.

pursuant to Bureau instructions. The sourcereferred to

in enclosed letterhead memorandum is | BL^rTf?

ML

«:Fi

KX T-2 is the House of Representatives Select^
Committee to investigate Foundations and Other Organlza- *a

tions, which committee advised the Bureau by memorandum>\

^

reflecting interviews with various witnesses, including
'

BUDENZ. rfl&V^ JU

rS)- Bureau (Enclosures - 8) (RM)
Knoxville

1i':2llt£0F—r ------

f

c'nTsnaj] >

Approved: jfSjUlfi f**"
Special Agent' in>gent' in Charge
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HIGHLANDER FOIX SCHOOL

jiJtowiaiCONFIDENTIAL
Confidential Informant Knoxville T-2, another

government agency, advised that LOUIS FRANCld BUDENZ, .

admitted former editor of the Daily Worker , an East Coast
Communist newspaper , and a former official of the Communist
Party, advised on November 21, 1952, that the Highlander
Folk School was pro-Communist, but BUDENZ did not furnish
further details.

The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxvl lie
News-Sentinel , a local daily newspaper published at
Knoxvi lie, Tennessee, contained an article reflecting that
on December 16, 1961, assets of Highlander Folk School,
Monteagle, Tennessee, were auctioned by the State of Tennesee
under a court decree after the school was convicted of
violating three Tennessee laws and. failed in appeals to the
State and U. S. Supreme Courts.

"S«

IVJSI

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency.

-a -
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Copies of i»y letters In this regard are also attached,

*s* fc£ yon *iil note, each letter trcaenxdttad a leaflet «>niapi£pi **
Sl&^^Sfi¥* ** <*iaw pirportecUr *» attawhacc at * lu&laarat^m^&mder 3foHc School ov^r ffeoXabor Cay veefead la 10*7 and rejected late

BBf*--,"^,9
^^g§5^ii3&?'*v*A.
eflSflwtai ^ife^^
tfettt-'Imji^SHHjS^-*'vtt3fiaoUBgrt

^'i^.>«,^ --«*;-

'**>»

"Hi* *"'*-

Ia^rxaatloa coaccralcs tfce school and doee identl&ed in the leaflet

'SM

nr-—- «w^wauwa w^n-uuy uw scotch ana woee i&mmi-m in toe leaflet vita 'S'
:V-J^p*~/^rj^rry, *,atxsy V*iIUasns, and^ylcs Eortoa—wa* funshed to y^lfrSill

l:tt^r ested ^SSy 17# 1SSS, c^tioaed "fcarttn Latter £!*&, Security Katter-C, Xadlt^
"f* »«*» * Bt •

*fcr year A&SUenal inroraatloa, nswijkps* article* laScatc Out tho Qmr
« *- ^JS^^l^^ jgjbg teddatiTO larsatlgaaiag tea? oT fee
SajJIa;"Yeifa psto-ra^lier* §to the tabor fcjy. 1957,
•mtear ** CufMfflander Fog^So^grgorfea? took botti still and mottoa
pictures of tha IE3H2SE anii acttyiu&a there oa that occasion, Hie Commte&oi
pfflEtihA those photographs In a large folder and Is known to bate circulated

v
: MAILED a

I the Labor Day acetl^W^^^,-**

Eeny, te Interna In the %&skixr

\v
See mwnbrSmitt to'su?I?4n, 7/1^63, re^BQWfiffra -

NATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON & CONGRESSNtAK
FFERYCOHE

AGITATION&

%*

30 JUL*W$£i
»At.V^wCZ3 TELETYPE POTCZ3 ^*—

I

CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL

"

aab "3 *' a f^v: >L'-s^"^^^-,Vv^^*%5|i^^^^^?

tmn E NOTE (fli PAGfi TWO Iffi,

J" ftflaB CI,A<gttFICATION e
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'41*^
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IW
. _tda Capital itiw'RfjPttc^ „ „ w

l&rtla ic&u- Eaag aa statics mat id* *Ojr *Mt to Ue fi^Mn&r * v«. ^~~*. ,

tor ft *£2ed* ke te<2 iaa<fe sit tfci £*toaT» Istb AoOtcraury celpfcrftttoa tt ItMf?

^rtt, at Ifts«t4tf|g4r*9 Jfc* S*&at* CteirdtfeqWt^iSwc#c8[;

NOTE: This letter is clas&fled ConMential since it contains informatica
. ;^.; furnished from oonMential^nWmants whose revelation could jS

cause harm to the national defense. ^^£^-?p:^&^y**^^

&^
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July 10, 1963.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Vk
DATE r?lytet BY^PgggJo^

.>",

Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
U. S. Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Hoover:

After a telephone conversation with the local agent, yester-
day, I concludotf^that, to be safe, ltd write you regarding a
document on the^ftighlander Folk School; Communist Training
School, Mont eagle, xenn, wnich 6ame~"Into my possession as
stated below and the advisability of showing it to friends and
acquaintances. I am active in politics.

This document seems to be particularly appropiate at this time,

7

Human Events was a publication subscribed for. In one issue there
was a paragraph to the effect that a document was circulating
in Washington, that was causing comment. This could be obtained
free of charge by writing to the Georgia Commission on Education,
",30 Agriculture building, 19 Hunter Street, S. W., Atlanta 3,
Georgia. This I did and in return I received this 4 page spread
with text and pictures of this school. Editorial comment to the
effect: "On the preceeding pages you have seen pictures of the lead-
ers of every major race incident in the South from ^ay 1954 until ,

the time of this meeting, Labor' Day, 1957 Week-end (August 30,31
and September l f

2)_*****HHH** All or any part of this folder may be
reproduced by any person or organization with or without credit
b-iing given to this Commission- t!

Georgia Commission on Education -'':

Governor Marvin Griffin, Chairman;

:. V. Williams. Jr.,
TV " /

] \J/
therMjHngy v

"*rnsd*!y_4L~~ "'— ~ J "

—

J

icest
Martin Luther^lHng,' Rev. Alferriathytire among many others pictured
There are "also numerous referencesto the activities of the N. A.

A. C. ?• In view of what is going on now,
reliable information, seems useful today.

this folder with its

I shall be grateful for any advice you can £l7JU(rofg jg^

^o*^
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$ r/o Dear
i

«SSiS

i^es*?^:

ST*-*

July 16, 1963

' ""' ". ». **:*.,» -
"' y- :^fc

Toar letter of July 10th has been received.

m

hS
o

With respect to your inquiry , the FBI, being an
investigative agency of the Federal Government, neither makes
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity

ol any organization, publication or individual. In addition, informa-
tion in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential

pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice and is available

for official use only. I am, therefore, unable to comment in the

manner you suggested. I hope you will understand my position.

*-
MAILEQ S

'"VI G 1S53

COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

0. Edgar Hoover
HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^2KM_BY^S
John Edgar Hoover '

' JQS'S'J

Director •
'.,-" ,''--.:. -
m

NOTE: No record of correspondent In Bufiles.

D«Lc*ch
Evan* __

JV (^continued on next pa^
, g ^ „ 3 ^ j

\.J^

.^

Trcftw

HoIdips ^-~
Gandy

/

EEjpC "!L2
ZZT MAIL ROOMCZ1 TELETYPE UNIT! I

c^^l
*V
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-.-:r'*r:.,. • The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been the subject I*J

of numerous allegations that it is communist sponsored and avy.;-^«:'v ;

communist headquarters in eastern Tennessee. These allegations >v ;

are due primarily to its racial character. The allegations have not
*'".*"

been substantiated; however , the Bureau is aware of numerouA^^vW;^ . *
communist affiliations of personnel associated with HFS. : ;.
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WARREN C. MACNUSON, WtlH. CHAIRMAN •
/ Ohrl O. PASTO^C, R.I.

^
';

:. k;::c vir asucv. okla.
STROM THUBKONO, S-C.

FHANK J. LAUSCHE, OHIO
ruLrn YAffCORCiIGH, TCX.
CLAIR ENC.LE, CALII-".

C. L. BAflTLETT, ALASKA
VANCE HAP.TKC, 1MO.
CaLC «V, MCCCe, WTO.
PHILIP A. MART, MICH.
HOWARD W. CANNON, tSW.

MORRIS COTTON, J

THRUSTON a. !

HUOH SCOTT, TA
WINSTON X.. RROtHCfVT.
i. 0UNN MALI-, MO.

\

IHtntieb £>iaie* J&tnale
COMM ITTEE ON COMMCMCE

KOWAftO AAMJUTT, CHIEF CLXRX V '

July 16 , 1963

MrTTolsoii tV'
Mr. Belmonr
.Mr. Mohr

I

Mr. Casper—

_

Mr. Callahan'

.

,.y

Mr. Cqfrad>£_
Mr.nJ4i«h_

Mr. Sollivirti^
Mr. Tavcl_2L'
Mr. Trotter '

"'

Tele. *™r*
Miss Holmea_ SI

Miss G*ndy__

I

h
Dear Mr. Director:

I am enclosing a leaflet which was include ft.in the official
J

hearing recorft on S. 1732, the Administration's Public Accommo- H

ftl™ Civil Eights hill. > It was submitted hy the Governor^ \
olmssissippi, foss Barnett, as_part_of.his statement^ demon-

^

strSe tnat S; recent racial demonstrations in the South

elsewhere are inspired and organized hy communists.

Could you at the earliest possible time advise me of the

authenticity of the picture, the status of the organization

printing it (the GeoLia Commission on Education), the nature

S character of thUighlander Fo^School of »,ntea^e_ Tenn.

as" welTas any other TafWTnarSghtr&Fpertinent in evaluat-

ing the implications of the material.

I
A reply with the return of the leaflet for inclusion in the

record would he very helpful. My thanks in advance.

Personal regards.

^̂
3

^

Edgar HooverHonorable
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of. Justice

Washington 25, D. -C.

Sincerely your

WARREN G. MAGNUSCS

Chairman

I
& /> 74/h.
NOT RECORDED

Jg£
JUL 24 1963

/V
IS

c*

wSgbgc all information
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

OATF I9J,,M RY^/fo gfl/fofc

3 JUL̂ JP*i963

DOW^P®"58
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1 - The Attorney General <li%
1 - The Deputy Attorney General I*>^*££',
1 - Mr. %rfce Marshall &r&m -

" AssistotAttor^ytp^^

NOTEf- Address<per Special Correffopndent^ list Be cSnlo
,"—^TT ta&ijltiw datel 7/1S/63 r^HSQUfcSTS^ROM SENATOR

to} MfcREtf G/MAGNUSON A1TO (X>NG^^
**-. , 'J! COHELAN CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGKX3DN.J

Hoiots
Condj _
H0J

:-4,

*!>-: ^t^ia-stf
'*'" *--.»*"*'
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UNITED STATES GOVERNlf*NT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

subject:

Mr. W. C. Sulli

R. W. Smith

date:

REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNU
AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION

Reference my memorandum dated 7/18/63, captioned as above, whii

acknowledged receipt of letters and enclosures from Senator Magnuson and C£^

Congressman Cohelan and informed them that their requests are being forwarded v*)

to the Attorney General for his consideration. i

Senator Magnuson requested information as tojhe authenticity of a

photograph of Martin Luther King and others taken at thrfaghlander Folk Schcxfl.

ttie'status of the Georgia Commission on Educatioa.which printed the photograph,

and information'relating to^ the" ffighlander_Fol^ School. Congressman Cohelan

also requested"informationRegarding King and the school.

Information concerning the Highlander Folk School and those in the

photograph with King—Abner Winston Berry, Aubrey Williams, and Myles Horton-

was furnished to the Attorney General by letter dated 7/17/63, captioned

"Martin Luther King, Security Matter-C, Racial Matters."

The enclosed memorandum contains additional information for the

Attorney General.

The Georgia Commission on Education, a legislative investigating body

of the State of Georgia, sent a photographer to a seminar at the Highlander Folk

School over Labor Day, 1957, to take still and motion pictures of individuals and

activities. Later the Commission published these photographs in a large folder.

.- f

\6

Enclosures «**-<->^r 7-ZS^aS,

I - Mr. Belmont
1 - Mr, Mohr
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Evans
1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 - Mr. M.A. Jones

.~~x v ^

aab $P
:n) •,..

5 4 JUL 30 1953

. M.A. Jones } ? JUL 241963
i 1 - Mr. Baumgardner *'»

1 - Mr. Bland _
1 - Section tickler . ,

1-| P io

'

•'
•';: .83 -tx^

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Ayr »f:
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Memo Smith to Sullivan

Re: REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSQN
AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION

+--.«

r * - *. - *•

•
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HBgfsr-

Information in our files shows that Abner Berry, Aubrey Williams,

and King were present at this Labor Day seminar at the school. King was quoted

by a press service on July 13, 1963, as having admitted that he attended the 25th

anniversary celebration of the school in 1957 and that the picture of him was

apparently taken during this visit.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the enclosed letter be sent to the Attorney General.

f

V

-2-
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO = W. C. Sullivan-.

7&F

1 - Belmont
1 - Mohr
1 - DeLoach

date: 7/18/63

MTlKFORMATION CONTAINED i - Evans

ROM

-33i

t3

:R. Ho smithHi^EIN IS UNCLASSIFIED *

subject: REQUESTS FROM SENIOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON
MD CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN -

CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION

1 - Sullivan
1 - Jones
1 - Baumgar
1 - Bland
1 - Sectio

Jnl
By letter dated 7/16/63, Senator Magnuson enclosed a leaflet (?hW..f

containing the photograph of Martin Luther King and others at what was '!*'^-

described as a "Communist Training School* 11 ' Senator Magnuson requested
informat^?) concerning the authenticity of the photograph, information «.

|
as to the Highlander Folk School where the photograph was allegedly taken, \J

\ and the status of the Georgia -Commission..on. Education which printed the TAt
u"fUt^ " v

< MMP~-' <i»P\
Cohelan

By letter dated 7/15/63, with a similar enclosure, Congressman
requested information regarding King and the school. **

|\

It is believed that these requests, which are similar in nature ^
I
to the previous request of Senator Monroney, should be handled in the same ^

; manner by advising the correspondents that because of Departmental policy v£
' their requests are being forwarded to the Department for its consideration. '

* Enclosed for that purpo se are separate letters to Senator Magnuson and ^
Congressman Cohelan. ^^^^i^^^^^^M^^^Mi^BM^^^B^^^^^^^^^B^^

By .separate cosaunjLc^t^on. the Attorney General is being
r
:vvrichzd cr.c copy each of correspondents 1 letters, enclosures, and our

* replies e We are also furnishing pertinent information and calling
; attention to the data previously submitted to' him regarding this matter

. contained in the Director's letter to the Attorney General dated 7/16/63.

RECOI^g-NDATION :
"

)
^/"~ _jj^

" NOT RECORDED^ » JUL *X 1963 ,

That the enclosed letters t|89simt2ti01 9Senator Magnusqn and ;V

Congressman Cohelan. /
~

'

.^f/I \

I

I*
,-v %v «v*
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Senate group to quiz

FBI, RFK on clai

mixes Re3-Mspired
WASHINGTON, July

[gislation have challenged]

itions are "largely
uen. a. "S. mfce

|ould be asked for any inft

POTOM
OFFBEAT

Peter Latvford and friends

give movieland lingo

to New Frontier'
News Washington Bureau :

WASHINGTON, July 13—President Kennedy _
many friends—and a brother-in-law, Peter Lawford-
among the Hollywood contingent, ind that may exph
the liberal use of movieland explosions by New Fr<
tiersmen. §

For instance, before Kennedy went fo Europe, administrat
planners drew up not an itinerary but 4 scenario. Thus there
the "Germany scenario,'* the "Dufaft scenario" and so *

Sacs show bis tennlatlegy it net Just as example «f i

tary UfhtheaHedwM. It fa standard arooad the White „
At the height of the raO criafc the other day, as aides

readying the fisfa room for anteportant statement by the 1
dent, one could bear such cmTm "dear the set, dear the set

CeremorfkiPlusines* tough , >.

IT WAS A COOL morning for Washington in July, but ,
Sen. Eugene McCarthy, D-lOnn., almost yawned a greeting
newspaperman. '

was he so slaepy? A heavier than usual

.-*e? Senate work. Irs this

BY NEIL GOBBJDE '
-

Supporters of President Kennedy's civil rights

Southern governor's claim that current Negro dem-
nunist inspired." -

: ,,;,.;
DOkla., said the Federal Buiesm of fnreatigatjfltt

lation it has relevant to the statement of Gov. Boss
Barnett of Mississippi Fri-

day in testimony before the

Senate Commerce Commit-
tee.

Under questioning by Sen. Ei.
Bartlett, D-Alaska, Barnett con-

ceded be had not talked with any
FBI official to back up bis claim
that leaden of the FBI" believe
the demonstrations follow a Com-
'munist pattern.
1 Barnett also gave me commit.
tee a photograph which be said
was taken at "a Communist train-
ing school" and snowed a group
that included Dr. Martin Luther
King, Negro integration leader.
In New York, King commented

that Barnett's claim of a Com-
munist link with Negro demon-
strations or with the school
where the picture was taken were
"utterly ridiculous and falacious."

The school is the Highland Folk
School at Mont Eagle, Tenn,
One man in the picture with

King was Abner W. Berry, wbnm
Barnett said was a member «f.
the central commHtes of 8»
Communist Party.
Sen. Philip A. Hart, DJfich,

COnUDCflEftQ*

1 am for chrfl rights. I would
walk with Martin Luther in^g I
hope tfaa> doesnt make me sus-
pect" '

'- '

.

Sen. Warren G. y»gw^ffln. ly
Wash., said the picture would
be brought to the attention «f

Atty. Gen. Bobert F. Earned?. *

Magnuson, chairman at ftfcere-
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Cc-./oH _
D.Loach
Evana , .

Gale ___

bl^ax/l - f^ -> \&* *?
f"11-i- - «=

I received your letter of July 15, 1963, with

enclosures, and I want to thank you for your kind prayers.

Although X would like to be of service, the FBI
being an investigative agency of the Federal Government neither

makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or

integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret

I am unable to be of help in this instance and I hope you will not

infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating '

to the subject of your inquiry.
: ^

-..* &'. x

*Tir

^MAILED 25

JUL£ 21963

CDMM-gffl

Sincerely yours, •

ff. Edgar Hoover *

John Edgar Hoover
Director

S
t. *

a
NOffe: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk

_J3cht5gl (HFS) has been the subject of numerous allegations that it is a

"communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee,

due primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been

substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist affiliation*

ol personnel affiliated with the HFS. The Bureau has not investteatedjhii

organizatic
isTHWSBure*

>r* Martin Luther King pictured at

Roser> _
Sultivm

9

hi'?. K&am"
i
%

Hoi Men __

the HFS and * feirculax of correspondent's church.

t) HEREIN IS UNCWSSIFIHy/\i(^iM
'

?~WV

MAR. ROOM

^ jy*
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UNITED STATES GOVERJ#^NT

Memorandum

C

TO

FROM

Mr. De£ofa£h date: 7-19-63

D. C. Morrellf^

subject:

#?C^
By letter to the FBI dated 7-15-63 concerning "Reds Jh'Our"

Capital" and directed to "Gentlemen or Jackasses, " captioned individual
furnished her views concerning thfr^ighlander Folk School. She traced ,t

its history and quoted a Tennessee newspaper article ol 1H39 which s€t ."

out "It is a center, if not the center for the spreading of Communists gjj

'

doctrine in 13 Southeastern States. " She praises Governor Ross Baraett »~* l

of Mississippi for his wonderful stand on civil rights and criticizes theLFBfc "

as being ^eak and indifferent. She concurs with Governor Barnett thatJewj* ,

are mostly responsible for our present day ills and refers to Martin feather

King an<£gthe£s;as "niggers. " In addition to this school, she attacks toe
NAACP and observes it should be banned from the U. S. and its assetswized. '

RECOMMENDA TION:

Due to her inflammatory language and unfounded attacks on the

FBI, this letter should not be acknowledged.

T**P,c e&

4. /*

***.** >
r. DeLoach

\,:.^i37

OOIL*
:mlh (3) tfh,\h

5 3 AUG 5

•v

i 4m.2S*miyQnus
J

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,\
DATE_0/4SL_ BY^Pgsi^
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UNITED STATES GOVESSfMENT

Memorandum
: Mr. 1?. C. Striilja^

A
TO date: July 26, 1963

1 - Mr. Sullivan

ToUon _
B*tnoot .

Mofar

Casper _
Callahan

Conrad _
DoLoodi
Evan* _
Gal*

ner >U * - nr
-
3Ulilvan

^(A^l j^l - Mr. Baumgard
from : Mr. F. J. Baumgard

xO
subject: HIGHLANDER RESEAgQl^AND

jeducSiiMxSSer
jcnoxville, tennessee
information concerning
(internal security)

A review of the file on the Highlander Research and Education
Center, formerly o perated _as the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle,
Tennessee, has l"eenmad e ' an J Tt is recommended that no security -type
investigation be conducted since this organization is primarily involved
as a training ground in the integration movement in the South. It is

believed, however, that we should obtain the names of all officers,
teachers and students of this organization so that a check of Bufiles
can be made.

The Highlander Folk School was founded in 1932 by Myl es Horto n
who continues as director of this group and by Donald Lee West

For was supportea Dy 3oTTaTTo"TI3 01 1n^r^Wal^^n^iSDorTIuons in the

form of payments for students attending courses of instruction in labor

organizations, social economics and the general field of labor education.

It has had Communist Party (CP) members on its staff and has accepted /

communists as students. No courses, however, were ever offered in \K
communism nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining control of the School",

Due to the interracial character of the School, it has been

the subject of numerous allegations that it represented the headquarters
of communism in east Tennessee. An extensive investigation was
conducted in 1941 and 1942 as a result of the allegations. These
allegations have never been substantiated and much of the information

of a subversive derogatory nature concerning this School was later

repudiated by the individuals who previously furnished the information.

No investigation is being conducted, (Concerning this organizations this

time. Although inquiries havetfbeen made of* the Knoxville Office from

time to time regarding an investigation of thisZ^rouD Knoxville
recommended no investigation} ' ^c *> 3<i Li* p}
61-7511 ^

. M '"

dfm/fjh (4> ALL INFORMATION CHAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE.i2/^l_BY^S^:

JUL 30,196;

*2^



MM

mm

m
few.

.-•*.
.1. \ i-

-S- .-.. -75

*iV"" *

Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
RE; HIGILANDER RESEARCH AND >

EDUCATION CENTER
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

61-7511

On 2/16/60 the charter of the Highlander Folk School was

revoked by the State of Tennessee as the School was operating "a private

racially integrated school" in violation of the Tennessee Code Making

it unlawful to allow white and colored persons to attend the same

institution of learning. Horton subsequently opened the Highlander

Research and Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee, which continues

in existence.

This organization has continuously been involved in the

integration movement and as a result charges are being continuously made

that it is "communist." These charges are based mainly on the opinion

of individuals making the charges that being prointegration is being

procommunist.

This organization in June, 1963, was again involved in an

incident involving the arrest of 28 white and colored men and women

after a raid on a camp site near Maryville, Tennessee. This camp was

being operated as a branch of the Highlander Research and Education

Center and was being used as a workshop to train individuals for the

integration movement.

RECOMMENDATION :

That the attached letter to the Knoxville Office be approved

instructing that the names of all officers, teachers and students

connected with this organization be obtained in a very discreet manner

and furnished to the Bureau. No active investigation is to be

conducted.

M
r

.^-'

-2-
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SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

AS* Director, FBI (61-7511L- 2X^7

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER
KN0XVILLE 9

TENNESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

\

(INTERNAL SECURITY) * *

July 29, 1963

1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 * Mr. Baumgardner
1 - Mr.

I

^70
:*

r.,r>^^ ' w
'

r

-*;*£*;

»*.- "
v. . J

You are instructed to discreetly obtain the

names of all officers, teachers and students who aro -v
;

currently connected with the Highlander Research and

Education Center for submission to the Bureau. No active

investigation way be conducted. You should insure that

obtaining these names does not become a utter of public

information in your territory.

This Matter should be handled expeditiously md '

the names furnished to the Bureau as soon as possible' *

NOTE :
"-..

.

t
^ .

a
;

See memorandum Baumgardner to Sullivan, same

caption, dated 7/26/63, TPR:dfm/fjh. * '

\* 1

Be! -non'

. Del

cWfjh
(6)

&^^G3
T«i.

MAIL BOOM

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x
DATE4l/Ei_BY^g^^

TELETYPE UNIT

If

A?
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC, Knoxville (Your file 61-12) DATE: 6/16/63

: Director, FBI (Bufile and-S€*tarrg2^*5I.Z-237,)

Room No.

SUBJECT:. HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CEatER

jst in file and

destroy 0-1
(For 50G «»«

|—| 1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific reason for delinquency.

| |
submitted

[3T1 will be submitted ReBulet 7/29/63*
_ airtel [U letter

LlJ 2 - Date
[J report letterhead memo

3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specifically and when report

will be submitted — — — —
4. Status of Appeal 1 1

Inquiry | 1
Investigation

|~~*| Prosecution

airtel letter

5. Submit
j—j report Q letterhead merao By.

SEARCHED IKD^IC

LlH0.^.,,^lLEp

M^U^fcJ- */>3^ ALL INFORMAnOMlfflikm^
HEREIN IS UN&ASStfKD T

x
'

BYSt§^DATE jft'/fr
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.UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memoranmm
TO

FROM

SUBJECT

Director, FBI (61-7511)

SAC, Knoxville (61-12) (C)

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CEHTXR
INFORMATION CONCERNBIG
(INTERNAL SECURITY)

ReBulet to Knoxville 7/29/63

date: 8/13/63

/**

/ v^
Referenced letter instructed Knoxville to discreetly

obtain the names of all officers, teachers, and students
currently connected with Highlander Research and Education
Center (HREC) . The Bulet instructed Knoxville to conduct no
active investigation and to insure that obtaining these names
did not become a matter of public information.

HREC is located at 1625 Riverside Drive, Knoxville,
Tennessee, and its director is MTLBflt/HORTaN; long-time director
of Highlander Folk School (HFS) , Monteagle, Tennessee. The
Bureau is aware that assets of HFS were auctioned by the State
of Tennessee in 1961 under court decree after HFS was convicted
of violating state laws.

The physical facilities of this institution consist
of one large former residence and a small adjoining structure.
MYLES HORTON and his wife reside on the premises and it is be-
lieved that other persons reside there on a temporary basis
from time to time. — ..

On 8/28/61, a State of Tennessee General Welfare
Charter was issued to HREC, Inc. The incorporators listed
on the charter are:

Dr. SCOTT BATES
MYLES HORTON
Miss MARY JUSTUS
Mr. EUGENE KAYDXff
Miss VERA McCAMPBSUi

vr
/

.^y £?*Hfi0
^J

*>£%

Bureau
I - Knoxville

&\*

£^n °

f
J . i r„;>

i, 6 OCT 101963 HMNI|
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

UNCLASSIFIED

84 BY t'SPggr

10 AUG 15 1963 ;

\ J
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On 6/11/54, the Bureau Instructed Knoxville to Bake
no contacts whatsoever at Highlander Folk School, Honteagle,
Tennessee, and that no discussion, pro or con, should be made
with any individual regarding this school.

These instructions were issued following complaints
against Bureau Agents by MYLES HORTCN. These instructions have
been assumed to apply to the Highlander Research and Education
Center, since it appears to be merely a continuation of High-
lander Folk School under a slightly different name.

"**'
.*

For the Bureau's information, HREC is an extremely
controversial subject in this area and has been the subject
of numerous articles in one local newspaper (The Knoxvi lie
Journal ) purporting to show connections between Communism
and HREC and between HREC and the Presbyterian Youth Center
at the University of Tennessee. The Knoxville Office fre-
quently receives Inquiries from persons in various walks of
life requesting Information re HREC and wanting to know if
the Bureau is conducting an Investigation of this institution.
In line with Bureau instructions issued 6/11/54, the Knoxville
Office makes no comment whatsoever concerning HREC,

-6-



\V:i-'-: Q

a
KS 61-12

In the absence of specific Bureau instructions,
Knoxville will continue to cooply with Bureau instructions
Issued 6/11/54 and will not conduct any investigation what-
soever or attempt to develop any sources to furnish infor-
mation regarding Kighlander Research and Education Center.

5S

&&E
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .
DATE-4H2L BY^Sirn^

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington D. C.

h
February 20, 196k

Mr. To!

Mr. Bri

MiJ t*'lah«n_
Mr. Onrad _

f. Oal
Mr. Rosen

Mr. Sulliv

Mr. Tavel—
Mr. Trotter..

Mi. Room_
Mfc» Holmw
JSl G*ndy_

Lear Sir:

Many things are bothering me, and so I an coming to you with a
few of them, hoping for some help.

A'

(a) Why can1 1 something be done to oust Dean Rusk and a few
other REDS from our State Department* Ditto MacNamara.
What is he doing for the defense of the U.SJl? Surely
causing the country to quietly disarm is not defense of
our country. What about the Chairman of the Un-American
Activities? Why are we slowly wasting away under this
Communist subversion??? Can we recover In time?

(b) Why cannot Earl Warren be impeached? He vote6 in favor
of the Reds — and now the cover-up of the testimony
of Oswald's widow. The American people who pay taxes
are entitled to the truth.

(c) I enclose photocopy of a letter I received from TIME.
Will you please advise whether the U.S. Government did
actually clear thg-gighlander Fp^k School of being a
Communist organisation? I understand the school was
closed, but re-opened elsewhere.

Thank you for writing me.
Republican party.

I am a hard worker in the CONSERVATIVE

Sincerely flERTI.W~ klzlI^H —cZ'^

?&.

1My
J M&-

f I FEB 21 1964

r.i

I have a copy of your address of October 9, 1962 at Las Vtfgas, Nevado— National Convention of the American Region, v-r^c?

;^CLO^RKA'«^
ilEfl

*iyr
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XT the evidence auggeated to HXK'e editor* that
Jr* Martin lather Hag tyiioti loyal Jaerleaa, you any
be aura that we weald dleewne the eharaea openly* fcfc a*
hara no reaeoa to fneetlon Etag 9e devotion to AaerlcVe **.., --*-**-
Ideal* and tradition*, aad la thie eonaeetloa It la worth £#£C<^#J-
acting what &0j* HeOUI of the Atlanta Oouetltutloa haa ;itv^^Wiff^
hod to ear •boot alas «*La nonviolence tactic haa farced }^&MSf$$sM
Ala ojponeate to practice nonviolence, to negotiate im the ->^-^. V "

iaerleaa way. Be haa pat Tloleaoe la a had llgrfc, antfe J*
unpopular.** but IT be were an avU ana, the South rl#>t ^

p
r^t'^

now would be la the aldat of a bloodbath, white 8outher~ "S^fci^WSlSfa
nere ahould thank the dear lord for needing then a Nartla ' •'^t>''&L
lutber Ilan** -* .-,->. •;: . • *• « ?.-i- , - -* ..-. /.ti^-lr^lapw^^l?

v-
v

1

lot long ago the Georgia Coaaleelon on Hncailoa 7**13?-^i'-i'
atarted to elrculate a photograph of la-. King taken at a '::.^:-:t~J""': £
25th annlvereary ©elabratloa of thetFlgManrifr foljtflcbooli
the ccomleelon labeled thla echool Tiiuu1atj^(
tmil, IUVcT»r, O. ooveraaent inveatlgatora cleared both
the founder of the echool and the echool Iteelf of accua*-
tlona of Qoaamnlat mctl-ri.\±Am f

mu^ ^hli < th* «!

unTuuAUftd rueor which haa been reeponalble for the **«-
r v

rlctlon In the alnda of aoae people that dag la a Ooa- \''Ar%J\^&5;£3v
J.-''

unlet* T3W dlaeuaaed theee accuaatlona briefly la our -i^^rS^*-^"*
j*iy 19, 1963 ii».f

.

„• , .-,
:
, a^;^ ,,v j.j^j^^i^^ife?

t r

. ...» -.^y^wSft<*<*.?
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February tl, 1964

r r*^tr
«- *:«**

)
*

. *» -

Mr. Hoover read your letter of February 20th and
the enclosure*,

- -»' . . .;v » <..-*." .• _';'- ;_-* .''".
3D

He asked me to advise you that the FBI Is strictly m
investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither makes?
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or Integrity

cf any organization, publication or Individual. Hils Bureau do6S>
not issue clearances, and in view of the foregoing, he trusts y$iL|

will understand why he cannot comment as you have suggested.

.30m

8

S

Sincerely yours,

[•FEB 2 7 1964

COMM-FBl

MOTE:

»:

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEj_q_l_B\SE&_
cWj!

V.

= *

fcr - "TSfci* J
';

* N-^w
a ^* v"^~

sW*^—*&#$£ Toisoa .

|%£pPl Belmont —

1
""^^"^ Mohr ________

Ca»pi>r —
E .*i Coll ihaa ___-

—

v*m$%% Conrad .,.

IM:«kA _.
W- ;*$s£M?;$;

Gal.
Rosen _______

I..... -'VS^.;'r;?r >; Sullivan __,

Tovel _.

1
.IOlt„

.
-.

""'Tlf. Hconi -.

ft Gcndy J!

::V:'"^:;^ Helen W. Gandy
v. ..:.-?, " ^ '>.-* s f̂ Secretary "« ;

Correspondent isiihbt identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Foil-

School has been the subject of numerous allegations of being a communist
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee due
primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been substant

and this Bureau has not investigated this organization. ^e)ia>e cognizant,
however, 6T~the^numerous"c^nn_iunist affiliations of personnel affiliated with

organization. In view of the tenore of correspondent's letter It J0 felt that
c,, e does not warrant a reply from the Director and

4
that the al)ove letter ov<

Miss Gandy's signature is in order. Her enclosure consists of a letter she

*P (3) - - , v
->.-'

. ^^ CONTINUBp NEXT ^AGE.
{J£*

B?*WfrFw»

^
PE UNIT
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received from the publication "Time" in which it ^ «t^ «***^. S.

Soternment investors cleared both the founder of toe mgbuder Pott

School and the school itself of accusations of communist activities. The

Site not mentioned in this communication. The other closure was a

copVof a newspsper clipping of an address made by Karl Prussian.
,v
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^ May 6,1964

§ o
Dear Director Hoover:

Sir, I would like to have from you If I may, any

printed statements you might haye on hand, in concern with thr
O

Closing of The Highlander Folk School in Tenn. This school was It

disclosed, trained pro-Communist people of the Civil Eights movement

in this country. Also I would like to hare a pr!nted(or other type of)

coppy of the statement that you made in connection with tfre Communist

infiltration Into the Civil Rights organizations*.

Sir, I have always suspected that the Civil Rights people

were a bit left-leaning so to speak. Any varifi cation of the above

would be apprecated.

I remain sincerely yours:

-^7C-^

J

4ic
2 MAY 151S64

torn — —
ALL INFORMATION (P r:TAIf!2>

A

HEREIN

DATE^

%
m

S UNCLASSIf-L >
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May IS, 1964 -aw

=*fe^£

Krfj

»..; - ' v.

,.«?$
N^-'*^*

*?.'

Ca»j*r _
Callahan

Conrad _
D#Loacb
Evan*

Go5«?

Rosen
Sullivan

Tav*I -
Trottw

T«l». Room

y .v>i

Tour letter of May 6th has been received.
.

•
, - . . .

* . -» ' .

_ _ .
-.

, ,.

With respect to your inquiry, information contained

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance

with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for

official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am „
not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested. S

With regard to my statement made in connection -ii

with communist infiltration into civil rights groups, I am enclosing^ £
a copy of my testimony before the House Subcommittee on ApproprJa^iEBas

on January 29, 1964. On pages 40 and 41 you will note data bearing ^
on the topic of your interest. I am also sending you other material g
which I trust will be of assistance to you.

x

Sincerely yours/

rv

»©

John Edgar Hoover
Director

MAPLEO 20

».1AY 14 19641

Eaclosures (5)
'. <** ..£;..

FBI 1965 Appropriation Booklet

Let's Fight Communism SanelyJ <• m.u. t r /l|L .

The FBfs Role in the Fielff-ofCivfl.HigHttf LJjr /
4-1-61 LEB Introduction.

4-17-62 Internal Security S

NOT E: Correspondent is n
5

v

^^2^9$ aTELE™EOWT

;^^^?mW^W^^^^W^^^^^^^^^^^W^^'^

9'tfECiCu
:ianle in Bufiles.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

HATF a g (fff BYSPgm
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UNITED STATES < SNT

2Memora
DIRECTOR, FBI

6

TO date: 7/7/64

SAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3506) (RUC)

- subject: aw
/

$?.

.

ffei&*0$i

WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR
HI GRANDER roOTfiTnyOOlZ: Is-
IS - c ^>
(OO: WFO)

Re WTO let to Knoxvi lie dated 6/1/64.

^%3
*

may be active in the Wasifljigton, D. C.
area. Knoxville was requested to advise if the-Highlander _
Folk School is of current investigative interest, and, if so,
furnish Wllu with a current characterization.

As the Bureau is aware, and for the information of
WFO, on 6/11/54 the Bureau instructed Knoxville to make no
contacts whatsoever at Highlander^FoJLk School (HFS), Monteagle,
Tennessee, and that no disctissi'ons"*prcT"or con should be made
with any individual concerning this school. Highlander Research
and_JScliicatieft—Center (HREC), Knoxville, is the juccessorTo "TZ

were auctioned by the State~ofTennessee
or the school was convicted of violating
tORTON^ former_Di rector of HFS, is

the HFSj whose assets
under "a court decreea:
Tennessee laws. MYLES
currently Director, of

:---J

L.-;.
' .''\'f:'4^S':?:r

'

The above Bureau instructions were issued as a result
of allegations against Bureau Agents following interview with
HORTON. In view of these instructions, no sources whatever have
been developed at HFS or the HREC and, consequently, in view
of Bureau instructions, no investigation has been or is being
conducted concerning the organization.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEii
Bureau (RM) CX> *-& ~ I O
WFO (100-43335) (RM)
Knoxville (1 - 100-3506

1 - 61-12 Highlander Research & Education Center

6/- 9t'//^^9^
_ REC-42 :,.w^.t—

JUL 9 1964
j

at t*P
"-<•

66JUU21964
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Transmit the following in

Vio AIRTEL

AST* TjKPOTOTWCOaTCC Sj©
ZS WUSfXTTD

FROM :

RE :

V

L "V£~**

**r*

fr

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

SAC, SAVANNAH (100-5125)

HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH C]

INFORMATION CONCERNING

Re Savanaah airtel to Bureau, 7/27/64.

Eaclosed are original aad four copies of LHM,

suitable for dissemination, re captioaed natter.

Informatioa copy of lastaat airtel and LHM to

Charlotte, ia view of thir interest ia this matter

^ Bureau (Enclj^ 5) (REGISTERED MAIL)

>

__ . ncl%, 5,

T^ Charlotte A&&1. 1) (Info) (REGISTERED MAIL)
1- Savannah£p^

»'--'' {
. -

.

,i:".?»r*.'*v

~r-r>-

DATE FC'rtV. r-^-t^y^ J
WW fORW. a/ax

'^7C^ %1 #-**//-&<? *f^^.66
V -rPeinf

\>i' u
.Uf%*&v

IO-AUG I 1964

6 4 AUG 12 *964^* in Charge

flatfl*

wr io*5;

CONFtoENTJAL
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE)

In Reply* Phase Refer *»

File No.

IS iarfJ.«»«'
H®.

WK5MIB0VI '

#.?

^1

Savannah, Georgia CONflBtNTlAI
July 31, 1964 -^ °u

HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER

a 1964
Southwide voter jsaucation internship Project, sponsored by
Hijehlander Education and Research Center, is being held at
tholsea Island Progressive Club Center, River Roadj^ Johns

u

Isl&d7~Bouth Carolina7^roir"Jury*B,^1964/ through July 18,
1964. The second workshop begias July 20, 1964, and ends
August 1, 1964. The purpose of this project is to put into
practice what those attending learn in working with
politically conscious Negro and white leadership in
Charleston and the surrounding sea Islands. :*;;-""-i

The stafr ofthe Sea Island .Progressive Club
Center Ap composed of Esau\jenkins, who is the director;
and~Guy\Carawan, who is the^music director .

-.** t
This document contains neither recommendations nor '*

conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the -

FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

/ WEJDONflfoENTIAL
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FD-323 (R»v. L 1-29-61) )

In Bjcply* Pimm Rqfir to

tfUNa.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Savannah, Georgia
July 31,

CONFl^NViA^

y-m

r

r4fc.

Title HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH CENTER

Character

Reference

INFORMATION CONCERNING

Savannah memorandum dated
July 3^, 1964, captioned as
above.

All sources (except any listed "below) whose identities

are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable

information in the past.

f-\f;

LIVC

mm
Thl» document contains neither r»comm»ndationjf nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It andAts contents ars not to bs distributed outside
your agency.

CONFWENTIAL"
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UNITED STATES GO

Memorandum
NMENT

TO date: 8/28/64

subject: O

Director, FBI (61-75.

- CO^lD^flTIAL
SAC, Knoxville (61-12) (RUC)

HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AMD
RESEARCH CENTER
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Re Savannah airfcel 7/24/<

No information has com&Jto tfie~~attenti on of the
Knoxville Office concerning MYLEjLfeGRTON^or the Highlander
Education and Research Cente^r^cSt\jdt^cg a South-wide Voter
Education Internship Project at thejjffia Island Progressive
Club Center, St. Johns Island, S«cC —— —

-

Any information received will be forwarded to
Savannah* For the information of the Savannah Office, the
Knoxville Office is conducting no active investigation of
the Highlander Center pursuant to previous Bureau instruc-
tions. The Bureau and Savannah has previously been furnished
information that the Highlander Center had a group of the
Council of Federated Organizations at the center in Knox-
ville for one week following completion of this group's
orientation at Oxford, Ohio, and just prior to the group's
departure for Mississippi. It was reported that the group
in Mississippi would bo in the Gulfport area "to find out *

what kind of an alliance, political and civic, can be esta-
blished between white and colored citizens in the Mississippi
commi

£

~~»JSr
>:-
-la**^** •BBS?fcss*»||^

*'* ***£/-&#-23?
2 - Bureau (RM)
1 -Savannah (100-5125) (RM)

1 - jsOTxTWle

5>, AUG 31 1964

m;mlc
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FD-36 (B»*. 12-1S-56)

V
^rWr-

Date-, 8/19/64

i

I

I

1 „*^

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL
Via

(Type in plain UKt or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

I

f>

TO

FROM

RE

LiA

director, fbi (61-7511)

sac, savannah (100-5125)

Highlander education.and jresearchjcenter
information concerning ^^71 ''

***** *

*-"*

CO

Re Savannah airtel to Bureau, 7/31/64.

t^4

Attached hereto are two copies of newspaper
clipping appearing in the "NEWS AND COURIER, "Charleston,
S. C, newspaper, 8/17/64, entitled "Advancement is Goal
Of Progressive Club."

cr >

**
cr* It is noted that, near the end of the articliT,

atepoKesman at the meeting is reported to have referred to
the FBIr-as the "Future Bureau of Investigation. "._^ g
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•'«' , FD-360 (Rev. 7^16-6^)

(Mount Clipping »" *»«*• B»low)

Ady^cernenHs
GoalGfj

Progressive Club

..
(Indicate pag», nam* of

n*w*pap«r, city and otato.)

Pag© 1 and 2k

The News add Couri
Charleston, SC

.

*M*— r'
t. (EDITOR'S NOTE: Thii li

the first to aseries of article*

on tbc hartgfHUB tf' and activi-

ties of the John's Island Pro-

gressive Club, its leaders and

members.)

By CHARLES L. DIBBLE

Aside from the dearth of hus-

Ue-buslle, John's Island has

^uch in common with historic^

the Stono River The expansion
is due, iiHaigU fTieasure, to the
efforts of Highlander Folk
School and its successor, High-
lander Research and Education

Center of Knoxville, Tenn.

The Progressive Club has

sponsored many extra John's Is-
•land activities, the most recent
• oeing two^outhern Voter Educa-

Charleston. Surrounded by Low-
country waterways, the island—
fifth largest oq the Atlantic sea-
board—is a kaleidoscope of an-
cient trees, Spanish moss, and
Gullah-speaking Negroes.

It is with the Iatter-the dark-

skinned peoples of the island-
that Esau Jenkins has concerned
himself over the years.

^-M

In 194*. the Negro leader'
brought together eight or 10 of

<Ms neighbors and formed the*
Progressive Club, aimed at the
political and economic advance-
ment of the John's Island Negro
community.

In recent years the efforts of

the club have~rea?hed beyond
the limits of Bohicket Creek and

tion Internship Projects. Spon-

sored and financed by Highland-

er, the bi-racial worKshops wer*
attended by Southern Negroes
for the most part.

Each of the projects consisted

of a week-long workshop session

followed by a week's "intern-

ship" during which time the
participants lived in Charleston

homes. Although identical in for-

mat, the two sessions featured

different speakers and, for the
most part, a different audience.

With a general theme of vot-

er registration, the workshops

branched out into virtually all

aspects of the civil rights ques-

Who attended these sessions?

Dot.: 8-17-61}.
Editions Morning
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And what, specifically,

tbe£_discust?

The largest turnout during fee
two workshops appeared at the
opening session on July 6. About
100 people—including some 35
white people — were present.
Thirty-six of these were regis.

(See GOAL, Page IrA)

Continued From Page 1-A

tered at ti
^
e workshop while the

others were area residents.
"
Scheduled to speak on "Basic

Issues in the Current Revolu-

tion" was Randolph Blackwell,

tn Atlanta attorney associated

with Southern Christian Leader-

ship Conference (SCLC). But
Blackwell canceled his appear-

ance at the last minute.

- FfiTing in for him was Mfl

ton S. Hurst, director of the

workshop. Hurst, instructor of

social sciences and acting direc-

tor of public realtions at Talla-

dega College, Ala., has an A.B.

degree from Talladega and an

M.B.A. from Atlanta University.

The eloquent young Negro

told his audience: "The 'Cur-

rent Revolution' is not a Ne-

gro problem; it is an Amer-

ican problem."
Stressing a theme of responsi-

bility, he told the group: "It's

just as important for us to re-

direct our.—aiuagies toward

school dropouts and text books

as to demonstrate. It is impor-

tant that we start now to get

our young people in school and

to make them stay there.,

"The proletariat and bour-

geoisie overthrew the aristoc-

racy. Then the bourgeoisis as-

sumed the customs of the aris-

tocracy," the social science

professor said. "We must be

careful that—when we are vic-

torious in our revolution — we
do not assume the customs of

our enemy. «

"God is on our side," be

claimed. "But let's make sure

as we continue in this 'Current

Revolution' thai we're on God's

side in carrying out his will."

Attending the Monday night

session and several others dur-

ing the week was Luther Starte-

vant, a white student at Drew
University's theological school.

The young Methodist, a grad-

uate of Lewis and Clark Col-

lege in Portland, Ore., is serv-

ing this summer as pastor's

aide to the Bev. F. Perry Metx,

minister at Olivet Presbyterian

Church, a Negro church

on Beaufiais—Sizast.
*
Sturtevant has assisted m me!

voter registration drive in

Charleston and, in addition, has

served as a tutor to a group

of Negro eighth-graders.

Leading the singing during

the first workshop was Guy

Carawan, a collector and sing-

er of folk songs, who lives on

John's Island with his wife and

their two-year^ld son.

Two white college students

attended both sessions — Ellie

Eden of Berkeley, Calif., and

Roger Phoenix, who said he was

"more or less from New York.

Miss Eden, who has been

staying with the Carawans, will

study abroad next year, while

Phoenix plans to return to Anu-

ocb College, a liberal arts

school in Yellow Springs, Ohio.

Introduced on opening night as a

CORE worker^tWTtudent has
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been working with Esau Jenk-
ins this summer.

The thane uf The "Current
Revolution" was carried for-

ward the next day—Tuesday—
by Dr. W. C. Beck of Florence
who discussed "Basic Issues
in the Current Local Revo-
lution ,** during the morning.
Afternoon brought Fred Hen-
derson Moore, a Charleston
Negro attorney, who spoke on
"The Role of the President's
Commission of Equal Employ-,
ment." A general discussion of

J

problems of equal employment
followed.

"The Church and Human Re-
lations" received the group's
..w.>;^;y Wednesday morning.
Speaking were the Rev. F. 0.
Pharr, past president of the
Charleston NAACP, and C. Con-
rad Browne.
Browne, associate director of|

Highlander, attended the first

workshop for three days with
'his wife Ora and three of their

j

ctuidren. He returned briefly at
Mbe end of the second session
I -in pir-y .jn Highlander equip-

j
ment.

I
After a talk Wednesday aft-

uT.oon by Jenkins on "Is the

ISccerd Step—Political Educa-
Itiir—Important?", the group of

jfjout & gathered at the Cara-
/•.*.; house for a cook-out and
Inv nation. While the young-

I

sttrs played badminton and vol-

.].v tail and the older ones
jvatched. Browne, who opce
littered the University of Chi-
Irago divinity school, related

j

hb experiences prior to joining

! the Highlander staff.

From 1549 to 1963 he lived
:•.;' Amt-rV.-us. Ga., on 1,100-

acre Koinonia Farms—a fat-

racial, religiously-oriented com-
.- ::)?! fa.-m. Vividly he recount-
ed th° "terror tactirti used
afcairihi us by the people of the

... ^. x vui.ued in the early

'40s, the farm was quietly ac-

cepted for more than a decade
Vy the people of southwestern

Georgia's Sumter County.

•-.-• --^~i-y

4*

"The Supreme Court decision

changed that I guess the peo-

ple felt UbL-ihey had to do

,

something." Trouble followed.

And in a six-month period i

there came legal reprisals, dy- i

namitings, shotgun blasts, a|
fire, and cross-burnings. Farm
members were unable to buy or
sell goods in Americus because
of a boycott and had to bring

in supplies from 50 to 75 miles
away.
The farm eventually was

closed.

Turning to Mississippi, the

Highlander official spoke with

a tone of despair about the then

missing civil rights workers

fend impatiently referred to ihe

FBI as the Future Bureau of

Investigation: "It's always 'we
can come in after the crime is

committed' but they never do
anything to prevent a crime."
The evening program cen-

tered around the presentation

and discussion of a film em-
phasizing the need for voter

registration, "Knock on Every
Door.

afternoon. Bates, vice-chairman

of the BoaW nt Directors of

Highlanders, was followed on

the program fay attorney

Russell Brown, president of the

Charleston NAACP, who spoke

on the provisions and impli-

cations of the Civil Rights bin.

The evening was spent seek-

ing an answer to "Why Negroes

Seem to Care So little about

Civic and Political Responsi-

bilities." Speaking were direc- w

tor Hurst and the Rev. Mr.
Douglas of the Baptist Center.

Friday the group of 86 per-'

sons spent the day at the Jen-'

kins' home at Atlantic Beach,
1

a Negro resort about 15 miles

north of Myrtle Beach. During
the day, sessions were held on
"Advantages of Political Ma-
turity " and "American Ideals"

and American Elusions**' The;
workshop participants returned'

to John's Island during the eve-

ning.

A session on the accomplish-

ments of the workshop was

and Mrs, Mary Brown led t

schools.
:

^
Charleston's Ifljrary was a

visited before the participa

returned to the Progress
Chib Center at the end of

week for a discussion of

week's events and implemer

Hon of the Ideas ducove:

during the two^week session.

(TOMORROW.Tfae sec©

John's Island workshop.)

Thursday morning H. A. De-[,
J.

eld Satun,a
Yu """"ftL^S

Costa, a Charleston Negro con-ii the
|

B I2» fSLffi tK!SJ5f
tractor, and Mrs. Ruby Corn-f'™* ^JJ ??!

6
? ?* *S

well, also of Charleston, treated
i t J

ved wlth O^ston Negro

"The Role of Higher Education I
fammes -

;
in Achieving Jobs, Freedom,: The group regathered several

and Citizenship Responsibility." i times, however. Sunday they

Dr. Scott Bates, a professor at* 'attended a Second Step—Pobt-

the University of the South ini jtaU Education-Workshop A
'Edisto Island, directed by
Isaac Robinson. Monday and
Thursday they attended Adult

Citizenship" SCfTOCB in North
Charleston and at Parker's

Ferry. Mrs. Roberta Leonard

Sewanee Jann ,, continued the

same discussion during the

'^ggl^ :

-f'z ^:-'l
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// Memorandum
*V: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)C0NF)PENTIAL

FROM ^/Obac,

©

date: p/10/64

SAVANNAH (100-5125) (C)

a
subject: .HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER

INFORMATION CONCERNING ,.

Re Savannah alrtel to Bureau/ 8/19/64; /
Knoxvi

l

ie letter to Bureau, 8/28/04; S[ letter to Bureau, 9/1/64.

The Bureau has recently been furnished a series of
articles appearing la the Tfews and Courier*; Charleston,
S. C. , newspaper, concerning captioned center.

The Knoxvi lie Division has advised the Bureau that
no information has come to the attention of the Knozville
Division concerning MTLES HORTON or the Highlander Education
and Research Center conducting a South-wide Voter Education
Internship Project at Sea Island Progressive Club Center,
Johns Island, S. C.

The Bureau has been previously advised that no active
investigation is being conducted concerning captioned organisa-
tion. . ..

attention concerning above will be axade available to the
Savannah Division.

Accordingly, the case in the Savannah Division is
being placed in a closed status.

oc
<3-' Bureau (RM)
1- Savannah

# elh

&' ifts-iHEAndD coaiurrc
is iDKuumniD

BKPT WHKItS SUOHI

b;.
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Sept. 9th, 1964

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I have just finished reading your article "The_

Faith of Our Fathers, "in the current (Sept 11) issue of

Christianity Toda^ Please accept My grateful thanks for

writing it.

I Know of No Man in this Nation who has Made

a greater contribution to its Welfare and Security than yourself.

You have placed our children, our grandchildren, and generations

yet unborn, deeply in your debt. Yours is a Magnificent record

of unselfish service.

There is a bit of information that I would like

Very Much to have if it Not against the policy of your office

to furnish it. ^
I want to Know something about the Highlander

Tolk School in Monteagle Term. Was this organization listed

as a Subversive organization, and was it a Communist Party

Front?

./-<-

p. s.

With all good wishes,

Most Sincerely
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I received your letter of September Oth and I want
to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my article,

"The Faith of pur Fathers/* and my administration of the FBI.

It is hoped our] future endeavors will continjie to merit your
support and approval*

ff

"n

CD

5Cm

Ho

i While I would like to be of service to you, information
contained in tie files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with: regulations of the Department of Justice and is

available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in

this Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or
do not have data in our files relating to the topic of your Interest*

cr*

\

interest
Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

*'
^ fflncerely yours.

rgffirs

'^j,

¥

AttiBsrllowSr

7 *v*V
Enclosures (51 >. J£g£
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*.s.y.-v,ounterintelligence Activities .5

et's Fight Communism Sanely!
ne Nation's Response to Communism
~TE:,.Carres- -~ J

-
- A ' *

L cohitnu

substantia

G.>

primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been
The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist affiliations of personnel
affiliated with the HFS, The Bureau-has not Investigated this organization.

(^7511-266,267).
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SUBJECT MAR1W LUTHER KING, JR. &&&*'
THEmGHLAI^ER^EQJ.^ SCHOOL; / W».
REQUEST FROM CONGRESSMAN ROMAN C. PUCINSKI
(DEMOCRAT - ILLINOIS) •<

BACKGROUND: : , _

'

Congressman Pucinski forwarded a copy of a flyer made from a news
clipping from the "Augusta Courier," Augusta, Georgia, on 7-8-63. The flyer identifi

Martin Luther King in a photograph taken of certain individuals attending the Highlande

To?> School during the Labor Day weekend of 1957. The Congressman would like to kn

j
if the Highlander Folk School was a communist training school and whether or not the

'person identified in the photograph is Martin Luther King, Jr.

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

The photograph of Martin Luther King attending the Highlander Folk

School has come to our attention several times in the past. A United Press - Interj

Service release ofJZ.-_12-63 reported Governor Ross Barnett displayed a poster- sjd

photograph to the Senate Commerce Committeejffhich he claimed showed King "ax

communist training school. " Governor Barnett said the picture was taken at the ,fogh-

lander Folk School of Monteagle, Tennessee. The Bureau obtained another copy//f the

photograph frbm our Savannah Office in March, 1963, and it was revealed that the phot

graph was taken surreptitiously by an "undercover agent" of thegeorgia Commission <

Education at the Highlander Folk School in 1^57^ X
. ^> <*

- &The photograph also identified Abner WflBerry *ho has been a writer f

"The Daily Worker" and has been a member of the Communist Party, although he

J
reportedly left it in September, igSST^bre^Tilliams, SlBoTjferitified in the photogr

;
has been associated with communist caus/es and has held su£E]x)6'itions as chairman o

1 the National Committee to Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee and \

; president and member of the board of (fcte>ctors oLthe SouthernConference Educational

Fund, Inc. , a communist front.
t
MyleiffiortoiK ig&Sified on the flyer forwarded by

i Congressman Pucinski as direxto^tjLne tfighhuider Folk School, has been very close

tn the Communis*; Party in the <p$t# although informants doubFthat he has ever been i

;
member of the Communist Pai?fy. j j m j~* j I *)$$

11 SEP 30 1964

_. r
.. JL*

tr.ru:ssyrrynr.
, UCVL

' *
(Continued, page 2 ^

1 - Mr, DeLoach
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Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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The Highlander Folk School was formed ip ^j32 and was a leftist

organization supported by private donations. It offered courses of instruction in

labor organization . economics and labor education. Informants have advised that

tEe school has had Communist Party members on its staff as instructors and has -

followed the practice of welcoming communists as students. Informants have advised

the school was pro-communist, but there is no indication it was ever completely

controlled by communists. The school was closed by the State^of Tennessee in

December^ 1961, afterjts conviction ior.yiolatmg_Te!l&e5geI.segregation laws."jL_
state charteTTor a jggMgnjjexJftW^
was issued on 8-28-61 and Myles Horton was identified as jits"Dir§ctor

.

RECOMMENDATION:

That a representative of your, Mr, DeLoach, office personally con&ct

Congressman Pucinski, with whom we have had prior cordial relations, and inform

him confidential ly of the background regarding the flyer he enclosed concerning the

Highlander Folk School. *! M

k

-a *~*
sJZ^

*JLv**

- 2-
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Congress of tfjc ®hiteo fttataf

$otuft of fctprtaentatitotf
'

WaKljington, 9. C.

July'* 22*' 19^

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I wonder if you would ce good enough to give me

your department's report of the veracity of the enclosed

"brochure

.

T have seen this material rathe£j^dely dis-

trihuted and I woXlike to^ if the Hlfflanto Folic

School vas^a Consist Training School and whether or

-iCTe^erson identified in the photograph is, indeed,

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Since this material is heing widely distributed

in my district, you can appreciation my concern.

Sincerely yours,

^
Koman C. Pucinski

Member of Congress

RCP:pk

Enclosure

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS

DATE^k
UNCLASSIFIED

£4S

oo^Mrmi:

Mr.
Mr. Belmont

Mr, Mohr
Mr. Cf-sper

Mr. Callahan

—

%r. Conrad

Mr. iwU^ch

—

Mr. Evans

Mr. Gals

Mr. Rosen

Mr. Sullivan

—

Mr. Trwl
Mr. Troi.tcr

Tele. Room
Miss H»Lws.—
Miss Csady.—

f •

If/I-JDO

a O.OCT 5 \tyF-*" 1»M E»ui«
^^

i
i iii urn— 'l"

'

V



*&&**'
^*---

r

F*t>-36 (R«*. 18-13-58)

*•'.'

I ~

(

ĵ
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side .Driver . Knoxvi lle^ flejn . Along with this 1

announcement oT^i9645outhwide Voter Education Project to
be held at Johns Island, S. C.

This announcement reflects that the Sea Island
PrqgrgSfiiyejClub Center, River Road, jJohns Island, jfi£jC**-~
will have a 1964H§buthwide Toter Education internship Project
sponsored by^rfighlander Research and .Education Center from
7/6-18/64 and again "from ?/2fr-8/l/64. \£^ >

S The staff is reflected as IESAU JENKINS, Director,*
GUYjjCARAWAN, Kusic Director. ^Q^fy^K,/^. </^>//~ <?A/ -J

is

iana conducting a Southwide Voter Education Internship
Project at the Sea Island Progressive Club Center.

- Bureau ^a^^^Ster
ik^fk:-^^ z**
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\ /fi A^G 1 &i*U* Agent in CharqeQQ
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Inasmuch as this club is operating a Voter Bduca- *

tion Internship Project, no investigation is being conducted #-
by the Savannah Office; however, it will be followed through,,^

sources and any pertinent information will be developed.
: v?

TheH K*8* requested to furnish the V.

Savannah Of fic^HoTBSJvTTleaany information developed - ^

in this regard. -.../.:.* y ;'^ - • ;^?:^'^%^^ ;^#'^^:"C-;'
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The Knoxville Ofrice is also requested to keep the
?

r:

Savannah Office advised of activities in this regard*.jigj^£
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FBI

Date: 7/27/64

Transmit the following in

v ,„ AIKTEL

(Type in plain text or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

ua

TO

FROM :

SUBJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI

ft

SAC, "SAVANNAH T100-5125T^

HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER
INFORMATION CONCERNING

For the information of the Charlotte Office, a 1964
Southwide Voter Education internship project sponsored by
Highlander Research and Education Center is being held at the

>gea.Island Progressive Club Center, River Road. Johns Island,
pTT:. , from 7/6/64 through 7/18/64, The second workshop begins
July 20, 1964 and ends August X, 1964. The purpose of this
project is to put into practice what those attending learn in
working with politically conscious Negro and white leadership
in Charleston and the surrounding sea islands* .......

m*%&

The sta
.?,? composed of
who is the music

of the Sea Island ProgressAve „Clubmenter <r

INS wnVlB " tnY directorTTa^iQnSlJtVARAWAN

^ ^ - Bureau^ (EM}, .

3 - Charlotte (RM)
}

2 - Savannah

^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSlHtt) J^T

4% A f.-i-4
*"._/•!

O '± AU'o
J^ So?f*»

dml^by^
1 Agent in Charge

U\
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

£ij>Deleted under exemption(s)

material available for release to you.

with no 8egregable

fZ3 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[~~l Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

PI Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be adviayti of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

_j Tor your information:

ETiThe following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

f-

xxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
\ DELETED PAGE(S) $
\ NO DUPLICATION FEE \
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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J010-104

UNITED STATES GOVV^NMENT

Memorandum
o

CONFIDENTIAL
date: t/l/»4

3&B

subject:

:0N COKCBBiriSQ
..,??

Be Savannah airtel to Enreae 7/24/64.

Eeferenced airtel requested that(BBHgfurnl»h
Savannah and Knoxville any Information tevexopea

regarding tho aboro captioned organisation. Continsed

contactwith informants has failed to reflect any

additional information in this regard*

pi

on this r
M liV111 tarnish any ^fl*®riia*|*n^fc^^#d

the Savannah and Knoxville Offices.

sx^2^

i-Bureau (EH)
2-Savannah (100-5152) (EH)

C* - -

O^fcj^-^S

(or f a sep ^ ***'

c^

£
tx.tft

£0 SEP 221964
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material available for release to you.
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D Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

l~i Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)
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, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I am confused.

February 18, 1965

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .

DATE^ttS^BY^KSJi^

A recent paid political ad in the Boulder Daily Camera showed a picture

of Rev. Martin Luther King at the%ighlander Folk School, Monteagle,

Tennessee in 1957. The ad states that this is a communist school,

that some communist members were in attendance, that a Karl

Prussian charges that King is a member of 60 "Communist Front 1

organizations (whatever that is), etc. etc.

The ad further states that Karl Prussian was an FBI counter-spy

for 22 years.

These charges, while not specifically calling King a communist, are

serious.

Numerous letters to the editor of the Daily Camera have condemned the J

article, praised the article, defended the right to publish it, etc. Few of/

these writers have any basic facts to go on, I feel.
V>A.

Could you supply me with any information on this Highlander School? Its

founding, faculty, students, sources of income, etc. What was King's

participation? Was "Karl Prussian really an FBI member. Does King

belong to 60 such "front" organizations. ^- 7 - // *~*Oll

I only want to become an informed citizen, and not have to rely on rumors,

half-truths, etc. »im mss^s

Any information would be greatly appreciated. IT MAR ." 1"

Respectfully yours
;

QJk.

2-24-65

^y>t'O^ it**-

Iff
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Tour letter of February 16th has been received.

Although X would like to be of service, Information

contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential!

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and U
available for official use only. In view of this, I am sure you will

understand why I cannot comment concerning the subjects of your

inquiry.
CD

I would like to point out that Karl Prussian assisted

this Bureau by furnishing information on subversive activities from

November, 1949, to July, 1958, during which time he was compensated.

He was not, however, a Special Agent of the FBL This Bureau is not

in a position to comment in any way whatsoever on his current activities,

statements or personal ventures.

I am enclosing some information which I hope you will

find of interest. - -z$

MAILED i

o r*v

1
C_J

3Dm
•> -feow* mX a*o

"V
30 3jpOo
X rr

-. 1
•^

F

FEB2 5 19S5

Sincerely yours,

J, Edgar, Hoovsr

Enclosures (6)

Our Heritage of Greatness

lime for Decision v

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Shall it be Law or Tyranny?
SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

TELETYPE UNIT

HEREIN

DATE^J%
CLASSIFIED
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NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk

School (HFS) has been the subject of numerous allegations that it is a -

communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern

Tennessee, due primarily to its racial character. These allegations

have not been, substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous

communist affiliatibns~of personnel affiliated with the HFS. The Bureau

has not investigated this organization (61-7511-266,267).

3*8
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED tX
DATE^s)i|si_BY^M^^

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover;

Because of recent controversy in oyQ community ire are attempting to
accumulate factual information about thy Highlander Folk School of Mont-
eagle, Tennessee. We are concerned about this 'informatrion as it relates
to Martin Luther fcingi

&<

1. Was there an act of legislature of the State of Tennessee
the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, as a subversi^

2. If now what was the action taken by the State of Tennessee
the Highlander Folk School?

3. Tffhat were the specific charges made against the Highlander Folk Schools

U. On the basis of what charge did Highlander Folk School lose its C

charter? C

5. Were there any communists on the Staff or Faculty of the Highlander t

Folk School throughout 1957 or thereafter? f

6. Are there now any communists on the Staff or Faculty of the Highland ,

£
Educational Research Foundation in Knoxville, Tennessee? 1

7. "Was there, to the best of your knowledge, any training given at the

Highlander Folk School, which was based on the principles of Marxism,

Leninism, Stalinism, or Communism?

8. Can the F.B.I, say whether or not the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle,

Tennessee, or the Highland Educational Research Foundation, Knoxville, Tenn.

has in any way used methods or principles or any training of people in the

methods of Marxist, Leninist, Stalinist or Communistic tactics? ~
y * r

C
4:

JLI—2£/'~ m
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^ c

9. Was Karl Prussian ever an agent 6f the F«B.I.?

10. If not an agent, what did he do for the F*B*t.?

11. "Was Manning Johnson an agent of the F.B.I.?

12. If not an agent, -what did he do for the F.B.I.

?

13. Were they paid—if so how much?

1U. Are either or both of them now, in any way, associated with the

F.B.I.? * ;

Thank trou verv much.

Sincerely,

£2*
C.C.
N. deB Katzenbach
George McCandless

r-vs

V
> . *

Plf^ffp^ll :-V:: v"-'. *•- r»' t. ,.»p'p



;.-*'

I:

r
x r

i-v~#> *

• «*

March 10f 1969

WC-18

7i*//

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,V
DATE^is^LBY^ES^^

c?<tTSc

Toor tetter of March 4th baa bean received.

With raapact to your Inquiries, Information contaiaed

in tha liles of tha FBI moat ba maintaiaed aa confidential la accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice and ia available tor

official use only. lUerefore, I treat yoa will onderatand why I am not

in a poaition to conusant along the Unea you have mentioned.

With regard to Karl Prussion aad Manning Joaasoa,

I would like to point oat Prussion aeeieted thia Bureau *7 ft"rirt|af

information on subversive activities from 1940 to Jaly, 1958, white

Johnson did likewise from 1942 to 1944, during which time ttiey «*•
cmpeonte* however, they were aot Special Ageate. Neither Prussion

nor jotasoTaas been Connected with the FBI aince these dri^JWr
personal ventures and their opinions are atricUy their own anfctheyBl

is not in a poaition to comment on these ia any way whatsoever _

I

to yoa.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be oMnSreafe

Sincerely yoora,

it*

To Ison

l Beimonl _

^S|ll DeLooX

J. Edgar Hoover

M **uOa
Enclosures (a) Mar i2 be

iW ft/

H
si

I!
Of

as

jandy

1 -JJenver - Encloaun

(4)
}
£j~

**£££>©« CD TELETYPE UNIT L—J

See enclosures and note next page.

& T'l'-. X.V."
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Domestic Intelligence ^ •* y -:.»r

Communism the Incredible Swindle

Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism
Our Heritage of Greatness

The Communism Menace

"-*'..*-. V**

...1 .*• r»rt. v,.ij-,.

> >;*"*

v-
.(£*•, -V.'"

NOTE: Correspondent isnot identifiable in Butties. Karl Prussion is weU

known to Bureau files a^Se Highlander Folk School and Martin Luther King.

Manning Johnson was a Party member from 1930 to 1939 and furnished

information to this Bureau 1942 to 1944. According to public sources

information, he died in July, 1959. (100-55627)
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3/10/65

s-\

&
Dear Mr. Hoover,

I have recently^recieved a picture depecting

Mr . Martin Luther King at the^Jighlander ^)lk School. It says

under this picture this school was cited as/subversive organization

by the state of Tennessee. This picture was carried by the Augusta
Courier on July 8, 1963 page 4. .

I would appreciate it if you could confirm this picture

and send any additional information if possible.

Thank you very much.

I am

V~. r-r-.> Sincerely yours,

m

*?'/
,-«3
:v#^- **/'. 3"^- ^3

C^

r. to
MJ*UWl information contained

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , \
DATE.-?hr/^4 RY<5P_SHEM^
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March 16, 1965

Tour latter of March 10th has been received, and I appre-

ciate the concern which prompted you to write me.

While I would like to be of assistance to you, information

contained in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance j
with regulations of the Department of Justice. In view of this, I am sure03 s
you will understand why I cannot comment along the lines you hare I—< 5
indicated. In addition, I hope you will not infer either that we do or do g
not have data in our files regarding the subject of your inquiry. «

In response to your request, I am enclosing some material

on the general topic of communism. You may also wish to refer to my
books, "Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of Communism. " The former
was written with the hope that it would help readers gain an insight into the

true nature of the communist conspiracy in this country. The latter

contains an analysis of international communist practices and contrasts

totalitarian methods with life in a free country. These books may be

available at your local library.

Sincerely yours,

g..Edgar gocgg
WMJEA 19

MAI* 18 1965

C0HM-F8I

Enclosures (5)

nclosures & note page 2.

** W ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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LEB Intro - 4-1-61
"

Internal Security - 4-17-62

Deadly Duel '..*.-
Communism—The Incredible Swindle

One Nation's Response to Communism

NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. V\'it*-
1-*-*'
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs: ^ f *_*;* V

Concerning: Myles Horton Q r
,.

Director of the Highlander Folk School

During a recent World""Oulfurel"" class uhusua^ circum-

stances surrounding the above and Dr. MajrUn_Duthe^^g were

brought to light. It was mentioned that Dr, King hadTeoeived

training at a Communist school. The only information available

was through an "unbias, nonpartisan" paper issued before the

last election. It contained a photo showing Dr. King, Myles

Horton and several other people together in front of the school.

The caption mentioned that the school was to he closed by an

act of the Tennessee Legislature and Carl Prussion, a counter-

spy for the IBJ for 22 years, was quoted to have said that

Dr. King "belonged to 60 Communist organizations,

I would be grateful for any pertinent information

concerning Dr. King and Myles Horton of the Highlander Polk

School.

Respectfully,

&c~

'a'-

*tC36 t>J-?£//-2Cf

s APR 2 7965

•&&
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE.?mH BY^
<?<i&
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April 1, 1965

! --.:-ft--.-^flii

-/"*?C^

v.

ALL INFORMATICK CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED <

M

Your letter of March 27th hae been received, and

the thought which prompted you to write me U appreciated*

Although I would like to be of service, Information

contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is

available for official use only. I regret that I cannot be of assistance

in this Instance but trust you will understand the reasons for this

policy.

For your Information, Mr. Karl Prusslon furnished

Information concerning subversive activities on a confidential basis

to this Bureau from 1049 to 1958 during which time he was comperi-
. :

sated; however, he was not a Special Agent of the FBI. His opinions;

and comments are strictly his own and do not represent this Bureau %

In any manner. ' f

\\7
find of Interest.

Enclosed Is some material which I hope you w&i

APR 1-1965

COMM-FBj

i^ "incldSures (5)

'fOur fcfcrltage of Greatness"

U. S. News and World Report, 12-21-64

Communism, the Incredible Swindle

Faith in God -Our Answer to Communis
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1

. .>> 4ft££—i^tf—:_ i—k

a

o*

- J1U

i£,ETYPE UNIT

nlsnrf^^

NOTE next page.)

tyV
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NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bullies. The
Individuals Martin Luther King and Myles Horton are well

known to the Bureau as is the Highlander Folk School.
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March 25, 1965

P*5*k

^r.

K>Vs*

g^y^a

Dear Sirs:

>€ould you pl&ase send me information

concerning thg aighjander Folk school with regard to

Martin Luther King and his presencelhere? Coukl you tell

me why the school was closed on charges of belrig/subverslve

organization? In the publication Freedom's Voice ,
a newspaper

put out in the past election, it was stated that Karl Prusslon

charged that King belinged to 60 Communist front organizations.

Would I be allowed to know the reasons behind this charge? Also

could you supply information on Myles Horton, Director of the

Highlander Folk School for communist training In Monteagu, Tennessee?

This would be of great help to me, as we are discussing this in school.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincere

4r?C^

*

J>~

=$5>

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE_2|£j£L BY ragtagOj^S
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Tour letter of March 25th has been

received.

m
<LO
en

S)
CO

Q' o u.

S
< 2

8

With respect to your Inquiries, information

contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as

confidential in accordance with regulations of the Depart-

ment of Justice and Is available for official use only.

I regret I cannot be of help in this instance but trust you

understand the necessary reasons for this policy.

Enclosed is some literature which I trust

you will find informative.

Sincerely yours 9

J. Edgar Hoover

4 ~»

['olspn

1tA
Enclosures (4)

U.S. News & WorB Reports 12-21-64

U. S. News & World Reports 12-7-64

Our Heritage of Greatness
St. Louis Globe-Democrai 11-25*64 !>!<

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^kLet_BY *™-— ^N

\ SJTOTE: Correspondent ts not Identifiable In Buttles.
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Respectfully referred to

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

for such consideration as the communication

herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report

thereon. In duplicate to accompany return of

inclosure.

By direction of

THCMAS H. KUCHEL,

«•—• u. s. s.

re : letter and attached copy of a photograph
ing Martin Luther

K:CA

^p| ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN

DATE.5
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The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia! at the Hiojhlar

Folk School in Montcagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The ph<

yrctyT'Ci was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Educat
The -i ^hlonder Folk School was abolished by on act of the Legislature of the State of 1

. > v at a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization.

J| Those numbered in the picture are:

Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots, r

Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther Y

. Sc belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in

"\ r^ United States* He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys.

O *±; K>2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party.

^ c
f~ oai3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Tr° *^

•»; *ion Belt in the South for the Communist Party.
H- O ">;

DZ ¥

i-u

5'/CiN

Myles Morton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Montec
Tennessee.

These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, s<

v **
. ice in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalisrr

THE AUGUSTA COURIER IN THE FIGHT FOR FREED
—a Copies available- 100 /or $ 1 . 0CL (include fflflsfomps tfbr 'postage)

kdi£db$M. Box 1222, LA.B3 vAlert Americans
rVr<«r RIGHT WING niRPr.TORY .lUfrtan a.1'1 RtoKfcjM^ M.V '!*.- -tW '."« »•
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April 6, IMS
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Honorable Thomas H. Knchel
United States Senate

Washington a C. 10619

My dea/ Senator:

I received your communication
enclosing a tetter and circular from

Jfts

^_ r
. White I certainly would like to be of service

to your constituent, Information contained In the files of the

FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance with

regulations of the Department of Justice* Therefore. I trust

will understand why I am not In a position to

coSmSRo the material he forwarded*

ry-

"~
In response to your request, I am returning

his tetter and the circular to yoo.

h

i/7

MAJUO

APR6-
COMM-FI

Sincerely yours,

j fc

Edgar Hoover Jf

JUV
£e;ntorii _
Mohr

Enclosures (I)

NOTE: We have had cordial relation* ftth Senator KncheL $&**'iri2ucL
is no information in Bureau files to preclude this letter ccmcerattg ^nrr

f^w
"all information CONTAINED & i I njWj

Tele. Room

THEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

J50ATE^km_BY^ES

tf "~¥?4-APR 1 *4!LWfK—'
TELETYPE UNITCD ^
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•ACs. Atlanta (XOO-WM) \i V .^3
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED :,V

_ DATE, ,/^////8D BY^/y
Beeently satlenwlde publicity toi been given to ft

photograph of subject Xing purportedly taken At the Highlander
folk School (0I)« Others in the photograph have boon described
aa conwunlsts andthe allegation haa been aadt that Sine*

a

presence at tha 01 proves ala having attended a "coaamnlst r~if

training school," King haa publicly answered thla criticlea by
elalning that tha photograph was takan at tha tSth Anniversary
Calibration of tha BF» In 1SS7, Be elalaed that that v*a bin
only appearance at tha BIB and that ha waa thara for only about
ona hour in order to sake an addraaa which laatad about 41 „<*,'

»inutes« '

.

*.^;:

)
:--* -"' ifv

Bureau fllaa reveal that tha HHL later known aa tha
Blghlandar Besearea and Uucatlon Center, bald ita SSth Anniver-
sary Calbbratloa ever tha Labor Bap weekend, B/30*t/H/f7,

* *- '"»-
*. "*».'-'.'*'

. tha Bureau, of course, lb aware of tha nature of tha
HN # It la desired, however, that avallabla faota b* obta&nad
ralatlva to lUngfa praaanea at tha BF8 In ordar to aubatantlata
or proYa falao bla anawar of tha erltlelaai* ,

v

Atlanta la Inatruotad to iamadlatalp rarlav ita flla
ooncarnlng King and any other appropriata fllaa for Information
which would tend to prove or dleprove King** olaia* Particu-
larly note inforuation indicating King'a praaanea At tha ATI on
any occaelone other than the alngle tine he olaima. If file
review uncover* the identltiea of eatabliehed reliable aources
who tight be helpful, leada ahould be eat out for contact pro-
vided sane can be done with full security ineofar as preventing

fing's or unauthorised individuals' becoalng aware sf the Bureau
BqulJrr

* /) - X-
v

- '
'*>

""' "
"

SJ'*"'

/fj}> 61-7511 (Highlander Folk School) |

en (1 ei^Sft ^TRWACB TWO
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Airtcl to SACs, Atlanta '

gaoxrlllo -.

IS: KAKTIlf VOTES* %tm
9

Jft.

100-106670 .'«-'. •"'"

**&> v -*»v #«.,

.' "/"

>-*: _

Knoxville is instructed to promptly review its fits -^%sV>.
concerning the VI and any sthor files for information which
would prove or disprove King fs claim. Is slort to the possibility -

Of having established rslUblo sources contacted as indicated above
for Atlanta. »-- «jt -* *••'

-«***•> .* r .» *.-;..«.

Both offloes should expedite this matter and reply by
elrtel. If information along the lines indloated base previously
been submitted, furnish date and caption, - _,-_;-...

.*-*' *T
,"s^ „-»i»jjus ^ *"***•-. '--

D "*"
£

y J.^ •«-*
:

>' ;

•. *,
If w? c

.
an obtain information dlsppoeing King's claim which
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Transmit the following in

AIPvTEL

(Typfin\lain Uxl or code)

AIR 'MAIt*
Via

(Priority)

/

TO;

PROM

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3537)

'•-STUDENT MARCH ON WASHINGTON,
4/17/65

/ INFORMATION CONCERNING
AH> (INTERNAL SECURITY)

CO: WFO

lO
^-*—

J

."> v I

l""*- '.
. r t. /;

.>'-•»?. '. "< -

Cfessffi

DccU

Re Knoxville teletype to Bureau 4/13/65,

Enclosed are 8 copies of letterhead memorandum
reporting information contained in referenced teletype.
Two copies have been designated for the Washington Field
Cffice and one copy of letterhead memorandum is being
forwarded to Baltimore.

\

r

IkJfvp

Source in ch'aracterizin^H^jli^yider Research
and Education Center are I (Jand House of
Representatives Select Col^rWe^xo^Hvestigate foundation
and other organizations which committee advised the Bureau
by memorandum reflecting interv^ev^^ij^ various..witnesses
including Buclanz. _ _

' '*'' ^
NOT RECORDED

162 APfiaO 1965
WTEFORW:

.W
HOW £0RW

rZ/- Bureau (Enc z 8) (RM)^ - Baltimore (Enc. 1) (RM) (Info.)
1 - Washington--Field (Enc. 2) (RM)
2^- Knoxville***

/arb / - * ,—

£_i

'#£;•#

ecial Age ht/in'Charge QQ
s^nt _^_— Jffffr m

ffi|£fe^^^
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Xn Reply, Plmum Rtfm- to

HUN*.

VN&AD STATES DEPARTMENT OF *fSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Knoxville, Tennessee

April 13, 1965

STUDENT MARCH ON WASHINGTON,
APRIL 17, 1965
INFORMATION CONCERNING -
(INTERNAL SECURITY)

On April 13, 1965, a confidential source who has furnished
reliable information in

i>v.- :

-

;

;v, .* *j

;vVW ,'"
i'^

The Knosvllle Journal, Knoxville, Tennessee, a local,
daily newspaper! in issue of 3/9/65, reported that the Highlander
Research and Education Center and the Student Non-violent Co-
ordinating Committee were sponsors of the organization. This news
release states that it was reported by AEPAC that the organization
was formed to "help organize jobless and under-paid white and Negroes
in Appalachia. The Appalachian Economic and Political Conference wilj
v/ork in ten Southern States which lies partly in Appalachia. This
mountainous region has been harder hit by unemployment and poverty
than most other areas of the nation." It was reported that AEPAC
f>els "that Government program to meet these problems are inadequate
und temporary and do not get at the basic causes of poverty. We
hope to give the people of Appalachia a persuasive voice in economic
and political decisions affecting their lives".

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
RUil IS UNCLASSIFIED

TEJSjW BYSP frar

J it.

—^^v^^^t-^.-,.^^ v<r.vrr
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On October 14, 1952, a source advised that the High-
lander Folk School was an institution located near Monteagle,
Tennessee; that it was an institution with classes on a seminar
basis supported primarily by donations from individuals and
from labor unions in the form of payment for students who
attend, and to some extent by the Farmers' Union. It offered
courses of instruction in labor organization, official economics,
parliamentary procedure, and the general field of labor education.

This source added that this school has had Communist
Party members on its staff and as instructors, and has followed
the practice of welcoming Communist Party members as students,
but to the source's knowledge the school has never offered
courses of instruction in Communistic matters nor has the
Communist element ever completely controlled the institution.

A second source advised that LOUIS BUDNEZ, admitted
i\,_ ;._.r editor of the "'Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist news-
paper, and former official of the Communist Party, advised on
,-j /ember 21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-
Cox:..unist. BUDENZ did not give further details regarding this
school,

Ths October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxvill® News

-

Sentinel , a local daily newspaper published~ltt tCnoxville, Tenn-
essee, contained an article reflecting the KighlandejrJFojk[^School
had announced plans for a similar school at #h~OxvTTle t*p~be located
at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article identified MYLESVhORTON as
Director of Highlander* /

The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News-
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16,

assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,
^va auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree
vr+<±y the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee laws
and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme
Courts.

The July 8, 1962, issue of the Knoxville News-Sentinel
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk

- 2 -
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School was formerly located had been Bold at ^*%*££*on

under Court decree. The article stated tha * ^S
J*°*™

N
' ,

Director of Highlander, during its entire "^"^i/SL^J for
to Knoxville, Tennessee*) and has been 6ra

J
ted/State Charter for

an organization calMtJlgh lander ^search and Education Center.

This document contains neither recommendations nor

conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-

tributed outside your agency.

INI *

i %W5
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Date: 4/14/65

ALL INFORMAT ION CONTAINED

,-*.

f Type in plaintext or code)

A IRMAIL
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

(Priorit,7T-M

TO: Director, FBI (100-106670)

FROM: SAC, Knoxville (157-253) (RUC)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY MATTER - C

ReBuairtel to Atlanta and Knoxville 4/6/65.

A review of appropriate Knoxville files fails to
reflect any information indicating KING'S presence at the
Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn., other than the

I

occasion of the 25th Anniversary celebration at Highlander
i on the Labor Day weekend of 1957. File contains the photo-
raph circulated by the Georgia Commission on Education,

.Atlanta, reportedly made of KING at Highlander Folk School
(i:?S) c this occasion. It is noted that file contains an
article^ in the New York Times dated 7/7/57 reporting that
1-IFS would hold its 25th Anniversary on the Labor Day week-
end of 1957. It is reported that an interracial group of
consultants and sj;eakers_haye_been invitea^o^p^rticipate,
among those . beini'Rev._iSETIN JLOTtiER-'KIKGy Jr. , Dr. ALONZO
lIOXPvON, president of Hampton Institute, and AUBREY Y/ILLIAMS,
Montgomery Farm Magazine, and former director National Youth
Administration, Rev. C. K. STEELE, RALPH HELSTEIN, president
of the United Packing House Workers, and C. CONRAD BROWNE
of Koinonia Farms, described as an interracial religious
settlement near Americus, Ga.

The Knoxville News-Sentinel , Knoxville, Tenn., a
daily publication, in issue 10/5/57, reported testimony by
"an undercover agent" before the Georgia Commission on Edu-
cation, pertaining to the meeting at Highlander. A member

3/- Bureau Qpf _ '^_SLr~1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (info)
2 - Knoxville (^ - 157-253)

(1 - 61-12),

talc

(6)
0-^1

ftpR l6j965

AaenVin Charge

Sent M Per ^
:;t 1̂^^^^ ?\;A'£'.':
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of the Commission stated that KING was one of those present
and he described a photograph of KING. This photograph
apparently was the one that was later circulated by the
Georgia Commission on Education,

Pamphlet distributed by Highlander Folk School,
Monteagle, Tenn., entitled "Highlander Clippings" contains
excerpts from newspaper articles reporting the visit of
Mrs. EIEANOR ROOSEVELT at Highlander on 6/17/58 and also
items concerning the 25th Anniversary of the school. One
item in this pamphlet contains an excerpt of an address by
KING. This item is headed "The Look to the Future"- by
EAHTIN LUTE2R KING, Jr., Montgomery Ala.," (an address deli-
vered at the 25th Anniversary of HFS, Uonteagle, Tenn., Labor
Cay 9/2/57) (transcribed from a tape recording). Mr. Chairman,
Mr. Horton, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: It

I is a great privilege and a distinct honor for me to have the
opportunity of being a part of the 25th Anniversary observance

, ol the Highlander Folk School. I have long admired the noble
• purpose and creative work of this institution. For twenty-
( .ive years you have stood with dauntless courage and fearless
determination. You have given the South some of its most

\ responsible leaders in this great period of transition, and
so I am happy to congratulate you today for all of your great
work, and hope for you many more years of creative and meaning-
ful work.,.."\

Chattanooga News-Free Press , Chattanooga, Tenn., in
issue 9/297B9 contained a news item reporting that HFS, whose
main educational building had been padlocked as a "public
nuisance" was trying to organize a "protest" by "friends" to
the Tennessee Governor. It was reported that earlier in the
^ionth Highlander was found to have been selling beer to minors
and adults without a license. It was reported the Rev. S. S.
SEAY, Negro Executive Secretary of the Montgomery Improvement
Association, Montgomery, Ala., had condemned the padlocking.
It was noted in the article that KING was president of this
association. The news item stated that in a publicity release
from the MIA it was stated "the NAACP and its official family,
iTYLES HORTON and Highlander Folk School, MARTIN LUTHER KING,.

-2-
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Jr., and all who subscribe to principles of life advocated
by these organizations and persons will not go unmolested
by the opposition".

Reference is/Sfcde to Memphis letter to Director
dated 4/2/59 entitled

W

fiGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL^ IS - C",
wherein it was transmitted a letterhead memo containing
i r -formation obtained on a confidential basis from

An article appearing in the Chattanooga Daily Times ,

Chattanooga, Tenn., in issue 2/23/61 datelined Atlanta, re-
ported that the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and
Highlander Folk School had joined forces to train Negro leaders
for the Civil Sights struggle* It was reported that KING was

head of the SCLC and a conference spokesman was reported to
have said eleven Negroes had completed a week*s training at

Highlander and another class was expected.

The article continued that some observers had said
•he affiliation of Dr. KING'S organization with Highlander
raised serious questions of prestige for KING f S group. JAilES R.

VCOD, Administrative Assistant to Dr. KING, said the SCLC is

-3-
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aware of the problem but he asserted "we find no reason
not to cooperate with any organization that is interested
in the development of full citizenship for Americans which
cannot be proved to have conducted itself in a manner which
is not American or patriotic" . It is noted that the article
contained no information that KING was engaged in any capa-
city at the school.

^

*?

Knoxville letter to Director 8/13/63 entitled
"HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER, INFORMATION
CONCERNING (IS)" reported that

o;

, .

.

Knoxville files also contain a photostatic copy
a letterhead of the Highlander Education and Research

nter dated Hay, 1S6-1, reflects among approximately 90
ghlandor sponsors listed on the letterhead' the name Rev.
RTIN LUTKHR KING, Jr. A review of the file reflects that
e names Highlander Education and Research Center and High-

lancer Research and Education Center are used interchangably,
A pamphlet of KESC indicates that among approximately 90
sponsors in the fall of 1963 KING is also listed.

The file review fails to reflect the identity of
• ? any established reliable source who might be contacted in

connection with the matter of KING'S presence at the school,
i I .
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DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)
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SAC, SAVANNAH (100-596)

IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
IS - C
(Savannah file: 100-596)

RACIAL SITUATION,
CHARLESTON, S. C #

(Savannah file: 157-92)

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of the
following articles appearing in the "Charleston News and
Courier", a daily newspaper, Charleston, S. C. , as follows:

Article entitled, "Rights Workshop Gets Under lay",
4/27/65

-*** *

Article entitle^^Highlander School", 4/27/65

Article entitl^d^ 'jit Can Happen Here", 4/28/65 / /
Article entitl>dff"Role of Church Discussed
Civil Rights Workshop", 4/28/65.

at / /
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Rights Workshop
Gets Under Way
About 60 persons yesterday

attended the first two sessions

of a civil rights educational

workshop being held this week
in Charleston and Summerville.
The workshop is sponsored by

the Highlander Research Cen-
ter of KnoxviHe.
Esau Jenkins, director and

coordinator for the workshop
and president of the Citizens'

Committee of Charleston Coun-
ty, said the sessions are being
held in hopes of creating an
atmosphere for better race re-

lations, improved economic
status for Negroes and a means
of seeking ways to terminate
marches and similar demon-
strations.

Jenkins said the workshop is

being held primarily for minis-

ters in Charleston and Dorches-
ter County but added they are
open to all interested persons.

A 2 p.m. session held at Son
Olivet Presbyterian Church
here and a 5:30 pjn. session at

Emanuel Baptist Church in

Summerville, featured an ad-

dress by the Rev. Eugene Kel-

ly, instructor at Bishop Eng-
land High School and assistant

pastor at St. John's Roman
Catholic Church.
Speaking on social Justice,

Father Kelly told the group
that since mankind is essen-

tially a social being, that the

environment in which an indi-

vidual is raised determines to

a large extent the -type of per-

son be becomes. He added:
'You can't legislate morals"

make laws that will change tha
environment and thereby
change men's hearts.*'

"To advance the cause of so-

cial justice, one must associate
himself with groups working for
change. It isnt enough tonave
good intentions. Effective work
is what is required," he said.

^Following Father Kelly's ad-
dress, folksinger Guy Carawan *?

led the group in several spirit- fc

uals, after which mere was i I
discussion period. I
The discussion was led by Fa- t

ther Kelly; the Rev. U. Z. Mo P
Kinnon of the Interdenomi-

"

national Theological Seminary
in Atlanta; and the Rev. J. T.
Enwright, pastor of the Ply-

mouth Congregational Omrch,
Charleston chairman of the
workshops. ;. ; :

Addressing an audience of
about 25 persons in Summerville
yesterday, Father Kelly said the
basis of discussion in any so-

ciety is "the dignify of the in-

dividual human person." I

He quoted excerpts from the'
Declaration of Independence,

i

the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights from the U. N. and
an Encyclical Letter written by
the late Pope John XXJH as a
basis for this consideration. -

He pointed out that one of me
characteristics of social justice

is "concern for the common
good of all society." This char-
acteristic is not one of the con-
siderations of many of the
states, he asserted. .".';.-"%

"State governments complain
is orjf half-true. "You can [sometimes that the fqfrrnl gar-
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Leading the discussion in the workshops yesterday at Zion-Olivet Presbyter-

ian Church were (left to right): the Rev. J. T. Enwright, Charleston chairman

of the workshop and pastor of the Plymouth* Congregational Church; the

Rev. U. Z. McKinnon of the Interdenominational Theological Seminary in At-

lanta; and the Rev. Eugene Kelly, pastor of St. John's Roman Catholic Church.

(Photo by Workman.) >

emment is doing too much,*'

Father Kelly said. "Tliey aren't

doing too much, they're just,do-

ing what the states fail to do."
*

. "The point is, who can and

who will do. If the state won't

help the individual to vote, and

that's what our government is

based on, then tney leave the

door open to others, to come in

and help."
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Highlander School
^

To The News and Courier:

I note from an item April lfc

that Father Eugene Kelly of St.

John's Roman Catholic Church

In Charleston has been named

a moderator of a Way work-

shop April 26-30 in Charleston

and Summerville under sponsor-

ship of the Highlander Research

Center of Knoxvitle, Tenn.

It is to be hoped that, Father

Kelly's ordinary, Bishop Unter-

koefler, will make himself ac-

quainted with the character and

background of the Highlander

Research Center. Would he care

to scrutiiuze the personnel of an

organization called the High-

lander Folk School, which lost

its charter" in Tennessee, and

give reassurance to his anxious

Charleston flock — if such is

possible — that Father Kelly is

not now identifying himself with

«

the outfit of Abner Berry,^

James Dombrowski and Aubrey
Williams, whose recent death,

inspired a tearful eulogy in the

Communist People's World?

I invite Bishop Unterkoefler to

.

make a detailed study of Re-

port No. 4 of the Joint Legisla-

tive Committee on Un-American

State of Louisiana. He may ;

make his comparisons, come to -

his conclusions, and issue a
statement which the people or
Charleston, Protestant and

Catholic, are awaiting, as to-

whether these two groups

named Highlander have a rela-.

tionship to each other. - * „
. C. R. NICHOLS -

893 Beaverbrook Dr., N.W, -*

Atlanta.

I

i
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'JTCan Happen Here
Res p o n b i b 1 e Charlestonians

should take note of the "civil rights

educational workshop" being held

here under Highlander Center

sponsorship, and look to the fu-

ture.

For years, the Highlander or-

ganizations have been deeply in-

volved in radical political^ action.

One can be sure that the latest op-

eration has not been set up without

some long-range political goal in"

mind. Of significance is the pres-

ence on the Highlander program of

a member of the Charleston County
Anti-Poverty Committee.

What lies in store for this com-
munity may be indicated by an

editorial in The Richmond News
Leader on a new political revolu-

tion now brewing.
/

* "The outlook for Iocs} govern-

ments in cities and towns through-

out the country is not good," said

The News Leader. "A new political

coalition now being quietly organ-

ized may well displace the work-

ings of local governments witnout

ever challenging local leadership

in a legitimate election?*

The News Leader also pointed

out that organizers of the new left-

\ ing political coalition "would seek

to use community action groups be*
—
""jTijfset up under the poverty pro-

gram to weld voting blocs among
persons in low-income and than

areas." *..

In this connection, local govern-

ment agencies should exercise cau-

tion in giving funds or facilities to

the "war on poverty." They may
be paying for the political indoc-

trination of slum dwellers'.

Hie experience of New York City

is instructive. In that metropolis,

anti-poverty and youth aid pro-

grams have become political action

groups. They have sponsored rent

strikes and other revolutionary

moves. Charlestonians shouldn't be

quick to say; "It can't happen

here." It can. ,-'-

While overcoming poverty and

promoting education are worthy

goals, programs Resigned to ad-

vance these causes should not be a

mask for full scale social, economic

and political revolution. Insofar as

the City and County of Charleston

are concerned, public officials and

other concerned citizens should

keep a close watch on the spend-

ing, plans and programs developed

in connection with the anti-poverty

effort.

To be specific, the community

should make, certain that individ-

uals hired to fight poverty do not

serve as a new breed of political

ward-heelers. ' -*—

—

hI
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Role Of Church Discussed

At Civil Rights Workshop
Churches need to concern

themselves more with saving the

whole man rather than saving

his soul, a professor of theology

said here yesterday. .

The concept was advanced
by the Rev. U. Z. McKinnon of

the Interdenominational Theolo-

gical Seminary in Atlanta, at

the second session of a five -

day civil rights educational

workshop being held this week
at Zion - Olivet Presbyterian

Church.

The workshop is sponsored by
the Highlander Research Center

of Knoxville, Tenn. Coordinator

for two sessions held daily here

and in Summerville at Emanuel
Baptist Church, is Esau Jenkins.

Mr. McKinnon yesterday

served as moderator for a dis-

cussion entitled "The Role of

the Church in Implementing the
1964 Civil Rights Bill."

He charged that one of the

faults of the Negro church for

years has been the emphasis
placed upon the soul rather than

the entire body.

"I don't know how you can
save my soul without saving all

of me," he wondered.

"We've been concentrating on
the soul and letting the body go
to the devil," he continued.

Mr. McKinnon emphasized be

refers to the individual church

and not the church universally,

when raising the question,

"What can the church do to im-

plement the Civil Rights Act of

1964?"

"Let's start preaching and set-

ting up programs designed to

!save the whole man," he chal-

"Man cannot be too good •
soul If bis body is all shot to

pieces with disease and hun-

ger," he told a group of about

40 persons.

About one third of the partici-

pants in the Charleston session

I
were white. .. •' '

•

i Yesterday's selSTHTTpened

with the showing of a documen-

tary film entitled "The Streets

of Greenwood" (Miss.). The
film depicts the struggle of

Negroes in Greenwood to be-

come registered voters.

Following the showing of the
film, Mr. McKinnon divided the

participants into groups to dis-

cuss the theme of yesterday's

seminar. Each group reported

results of its respective discus-^
sion, with recommendations tor

adoption of a number of pro-

grams in which churches could

aid in implementing the Civil

Rights Act

A similar format was followed

at the 5:30 p.m. session in Sum-
merville, where about 20 per-

sons attended.

The Rev. Henry Grant, direc-

tor of St. John's Community
Center and local coordinator for

the federal government's Job
Opportunity Program, will dis-

cuss the advantages of the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Program at

today's sessions.
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover*

In a recent speech on the floor of Congress, Rep»
Dickinson, of Alabama, referred to the Highlander Folk
School, lin Tennessee, as having been a Communist training
school; but "Time" magazine stated in response to a read-
er's letter that U. S. Government investigators cleared
the school of Communist activities.

Would you please clarify this situation foir me? Any
comment you can make concerning the nature of the school
will be appreciated.

Respectfully, -#7c- ^
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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May 28, 1965
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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Your letter of May 24th has been received.

In response to your request, information In
""*"* »

our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to CD g
regulations of the Department oi Justice and is available

for official use only. I am sure you will understand the

reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to

comment as you desire.

o
3D
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ra->

find of interest
I am enclosing some material I hope you will

MAILED. 6

MAY 2 S 1935

C0MM.FB1

Sincerely yours,

^ Edgar Hoover

~r\

Enclosures (5) •%

Communism- -The Incredible Swindle
Let's Fight Communism Sanely
The U. S. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy
Time for Decision
Our Heritage of Greatness ^

NOTE: Correspondent is, not identifiable in Bufiles and the Highlander v
^oJk-SchooLhas been the subject of numerous allegations that it is a

^
communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tenness
due primarily to its racial t^haracter. These allegations have not been
substantiated. The Bureau Is cognizant of the numerous communist

£ aflliations of personnel affiliated with the Highlander Folk School. The/7
\y Bifrgau has not investigated this organization. (61-7511-266 r 267). it t
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(Type in plaintext or code)

Via airteiALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
(Priority)

to:

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)

j/

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (100-4105) (RUC)
O

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR^
SM - C

OOj-J/c^LAAjdey- Po ^^ *o

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two origins
news clippings, plus two Xerox copies of each clipping.
Also, one Xerox copy of each clipping is enclosed for the
Knoxville Division since it contains information regarding
the Highlander Folk School. One Xerox copy of each clipping
is enclosed for Atlanta, origin in instant case, and for
Jpckson since Dr. MEDFORD EVANS is a paid consultant of
the national office of the Citizens' Council, headquarters
Jackson, Miss.

These clippings are as follows:

Clipping of story by Staff Correspondent
NAT CALDWELL, "Nashville Tennessean,

"

Nashville, Tennessee, captioned; "A 3-Tirae
Visitor Reports: It Was 'Different," but
Not Red," issue of 7/25/65.

Clipping of story by Dr. MEDFORD EVANS,
Consultant, Citizens* Council, appearing
in the "Nashville Tennessean," issue of 7/2^

Bureau (Encs.6) (RM) /<
Atlanta (Encs.2) (100-5586) (RM) 15
Jackson (Encs.2) (RM)
Knoxville (61-12) (Encs.2) (RM)
Memphis (1 - 100-4105)
(1 - 61-34, Highlander Research & Education CenterVO
(1 - 157-207, Nashville Citizens' Council) /yVcC4'-

NOT RCCOWMB*

Jfc:

i. J SS&Sfeciai Agent in Charge

CUDS*3**-.-

Sent .

140 A,C 16 1965
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A 3-Time Visitor Reports: 5

It Was 'Different/ but Not Red
* • • • • •

By NAT CALDWELL
9'fl// Correspondent

T^RACY CITY, Tenn.—Merchants up this way
say if an election could be held on whether

Highlander Folk School was a Communist train-

ing school, most Grundy County folks would vote

they think it was.
For 30 years Highlander operated in this moun-

tainous region and had some famous visitors and
supporters, including Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt.-

Strange th ingo—strange lor

their time—went on at High-
":Tdcr It? *he v«'j.r? before, it

was closed in 1962 after a
state court found beer was
served on the premises.
The aura of mystery that

surrcjndcd the school and
what went on there stimulated
the belief by some local people
that what was taught at Hitrh-

Jander wes communism. This
f»ar now has been fed by leaf-

lets sad billboards which have
been distributed across the
South by the White Citizens
Council.
Th*se puWfcation* carry a

picture of Dr. Martin Luther
King seated beside M yles
Morton, Highlander director
in a classroom at Highlander.
The caption on the picture
r^ads:
"Martin Luther King st

Communist training school."
Ten years after the picture

vas lakrn Hortcn can laugh
about the Communist caption.

":? '3 h lander wasn't Com-
munist then. It never has
__.,., «iiu nvi.on curing a
recent visit to Nashville- where
he attended the Race Rela-
tions Institute at Fisk Univer-
sity.

"The Citizens Council knowe
that too," ho added,
Horton was and is a man

who involved himself in the
3abor movement and In the
civil rights movement—some-
times when he wasn't wanted,

D«*rt»e% K>r>©rH

"B?f*K iit tf'ft »•?.'• iy ISSO'b there
were reports circulated among
some liberal groups that Hor-
ton was admitting FBI men
and McCarthy committee in-
vost'^stors to Highlander to
ain .ihf-tn to' spy on -.Com- .

unlets.~x ..:..>->.•,.•^ i .
J-;J.v ^**»I mm

Horton, who denied this at

the time, says today: "While
the Citizens council knows we \

weren't Communist, the doc-
j

trine ire liberal mutt have
known we would not have used
our facilities to train profes-
sional government spies.

Off and on during the years
various charges were aimed
at Highlander and Horton,
who now runs a euccessor
school at Knoxville. A 1»»
state -legislative committee >

hearing took a look at High-
lander—and that probo left the _

impression that Horton was an -

opportunist but not a com-
munist
On three, occasions during

its 80-year existence, in 1936,

1M7 and again In I960—thia
reporter visited Highlander.
What went on there cer-

tainly might have been nn-
m

usual to the mountain folks i

who lived nearby. For one
thing, there were Integrated

.

meetings—whites and Negroes
attending eeminars together,
singing together, square dene-

;

Ing together, their children-
swimming together In the lake.

;

There were lectures amd
;

round table discussions. The
talk may have drifted ever the
heads of the farmers and
miners, some of whom
brought their children ta the
kindergarten Horton operated.
There was talk of government
and politics, labor versue capi-

.

talism; socialism versus fas-

cism.
Very early it was a place

where some labor unions sent!
some of their officials to dls-'J

cuss their problems. Still later

the emphasis moved to civil

rights, as opposed J&tXftdfein*
fields of laS»r.,..Vi

.-- tJ>i , ,*-.£

** Not Un-Americon

'

,j Certainly there was the dls?

} content of the working class

expressed In ,the 1930's by
representatives of organised
labor who represented men
struggling out of the depres-

i i sion just as In the 1950's there

.was discontent expressed by
i

''. Negroes who "were beginnm*
to struggle for equal rights.

But there was never the
feeling that this was subver-
sive or ut%' American, even
when some ideas w h i c h '

seemed impractical, heir-

brained or half-baked were of-

fered.
Much of I he thinking and

talking at seminars and at.
informal discussions around
the dinner table centered On
the needs for an urban, indus-

trial society. Horton constant-
ly tried to keep a light note
on the. conversation, but fre-

quently whe.n he told stories

that were supposed to be fun-

ny he would forget the punch
line. He was an incessant

name d roper, talking of some
association he was supposed
to have had with Walter Reu-
ther, Reinhold Niebuhr, Mrs.
Roosevelt or James Carey.
There was a good deal of

singing—songs like "Solidarity

Forever" and "Picket Une
F»™*" and "Samuel Hall."

Later "such "songs jms Jftge

Shall Overcome" and "Free-

(Indlcate page, nam* of
nswspapsr, city and state.)
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dom" became favorite* as the
gn i pnasB switched to civil

rights.

In * library of 8,000 vofumea
there win a few books an
communism — perhaps 20, In-
cluding a wall-worn copy af
Das Kapital.
Merchants of this town of

1,547 gold groceries and other
supplies at Highlander — hut
they don't want to talk for
the record about the school.
One of them that I had inter-
viewed a few years back when
I was up this way, told me re-
cently he doesn't think that
he changes of time— in the
area of labor and civil rights-
have helped Highlander's local
reputation.
People up here, he said, still

have the general impression

Nat Caldwell
Tells how it was

that Highlander was Commu-
nist. And, he said, it doesn't
chance anybody's mind be-
cause "President Johnson now
says the same things that
Miles Horton used to Bay."
Last Thursday was tha

- fourth anniversary of the auc-
tion sale that disposed of tho
school's Grundy County prop-
erty for $43,700.
That sale cams after a

Grundy county jury found tho
school "guilty" of bating a de-
segregated institution In do-
fiance of state laws, and ruled
Horton was guilty of running
tho school for his personal
gain and guilty also of selling
beer without a licenss. Com-
munism was not involved In

tho Jury's verdict
A circuit judge, on the basis

of these findings by the jury
ordered the school's charter
revoked. The Tennessee Su-
preme Court upheld the judge
on the grounds of operating
for persona] gain and selling
beer — but threw out the seg-
regation count. In October,
1961 the U.S. Supreme Court
rejuscd—tp hear an appeal or
mTewTBe case. .

No Question *- «
There was never any ques-

tion about Highlander being
an Inter-™ rial school. And
there was never any problem
either about getting a drink
of beer.
Tho school was located in a

remote, if not private, part of
the eounty. It was just twelve
miles from Tracy City — about
throe fourths of tho way to
Monteagle by Highway 56, a
right turn up a country lana
and on about a milo to Sum-
merfioid.
Summerfield, before High-

lander started in 1932 and aft-
er It left in 1962, was just a
little rural community like

. Allardt and Rugby and Pleas-
ant Hill — other Cumberland
plateau towns.

In Highlander's 30 years
School President Horton al-

ways boasted — and weather
records back up his claim —
that no northern visitor ever
failed to call for blankets on
the hottest summer night . . .

"Our money always goes for
books, food, instruction or
scholarships." he would say.
"Air conditioning is for Lake
.Tunaluska."
The Trary City businessman

T talked with said he, is proud
that "for years I kept the FBI
and the American Legion cur-
rent on Highlander."
He did not smile at the re-

collection of Horton's famous
warm-up introduction to High-
lander for visitors. Often, he
said, it was a prelude to an
appeal for donations.
"Everybody wants to forget

we had that mess up here,"

the businessman said.
Horton has never denied

that the school he ran was
"different," but he offers to

reporters who ask about the
Communist charge the fact
that when he applied for a
passport to England In the

middle of tho 1959 Tennessee
legislative committee probe of
"communism** at Highlander,
be rot his passport quickly

;

and without a hitch. He was!
going to England to act aa!
chairman at an international

'

educational conference. I

Horton also points out the!
Treasury Department revoked '.

the school's tax exempt status

:

after the U.S, Supreme Court's
j

1962 refusal to hear an ap-I
peal from a Tennessee Su-:
preme Court decree revoking;
its charter.

But Internal Revenue agents
checked the charges of sub-
version as well as tho charges
of operating the school for
personal gain. Aftar a faw
months tho tax exemption for
school supporters was re-
stored for tho succession High-
lander school. Horton now
runs in Knoxvllle. Also the ex-
emption was made retroactive
so tho school could collect en
Hs past duo foundation grants.
Horton. while denying the

Communist charge, boasts of
Highlander's achievements ?aa 1

a. trainlntr lunf.n **.m .1^11

rights workers and, aartfety
for union labor orgamaSrSr**1

.

Proud of Kindergarten ,
*

Horton was proud of the
kindergarten at Highlander.
It was for those under 8 year a.

old, not unlike today's Opera-
tion Headstart.
He boasted to visitors about

tho kindergarten as he did
about the weather. It waa
ataffed, he claimed, by tha
nation's top Instructors, vaca-
tioning at Highlander and
paying their own way. They
were, he said, regular etaff
members of the nation's most
famous kindergarten, the
Chasa School.

There were other Horton
boasts in addition to Weather
and kindergarten. He main-
tained his school had done a
better job than the labor move-
ment in training labor leaders.

"

And probably because of this
criticism of labor he was
squeezed down to two or three
minutes on a state CIO con-
vention program, a state labor
federation meeting and a rail-
road brotherhood's program.

'

This was in the late Forties.

A Loud Griper
During that -very period

Horton griped louder and,
more and more publicly as he.
called attention to his school's
"right to be heard" In labor
circles. The more th* unions
tried to ignore him, tho more
he complained,

Highlander was switching
during this period from labor
leadership training to integra-
tion leadership training. Most
of tho Tennessee unions, at the
time, took a dim view of com-
bining the two. Most labor
loaders thought union deseg-
rogation in tho South would
wreck their organization.
When Congressional com-

mittee investigators placed
Horton On their grill In tho
following years aa though ho
was a well known Communist
Horton entered into a name-
firing contest with Investiga-
tors. He nearly panicked the
Eastland Committee's New
Orleans hearing in 1953. He
was ejected from hearing
rooms for upsetting hearings,
as a nuisance, and once as a
disturber of the peace.
This reporter questioned

him at a Tennessee labor con-
vention after the New Or-
leans hearings. About tha*
time, probably based on his
weird performance*. Informa-
tion spread that Highlander
might bo a training bass for
professional FBI and commit-
tee Informer-infiltrators.
Following the New Orleans

hearings this reporter que*-
'

tioncd him at a Tennessee
Labor Convention about
whether he had accepted :

funds from J. Edgar Hoover
or Senator Joseph McCarthy,

,

Horton'a reply was:
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Horton and the school bad
lome difficulty In successfully
refuting such charges at tho
time. The reason: the only
two well known Communist*
seen fairly frequently around
Highlander in the early days,
Paul Crouch *nd H. B. Rosa,
were by this time making- the

;
rounds of the congressional
committee hearings, Llk*
scores of olhr.r professional
Communists thry were singing

: their hearts out fnr pay. They *

.-—and Hortnn — were suspect
;
among tlis Cnmmuniet*.
_' n those years hard-cere

,
Communists were trying to -in-

; filtrate th» labor movement,
.
just as they ar» trying to
infiltrate the civil rights
movement today, and this
may account for the presence.
of such known Communists- as
Crouch and Ross at Hioh-
iander.
Today a revived Highlander

exists under a new name at
Knoxville. It has under way
training schools for civil
rights workers and literacy
courses st half a dozen sites
ecross the South. And soon -

it will come up with a pro-
gram for Appalachian poverty
areas.

— " *. l™">:"««•' the •'«« HigM.„d«r FollcSchool.
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Billboards ...Was

(Indicat* pag*. ban* of
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A Council Leader

Speaks His Piece

ALL INFORMATION

• • • • • • ]

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED- ,

.J! 'Jy-PR^MEDPORD EVANS
.,

Consultant, Cttizi'ni? "CountH "*' *

WT^HERE'S such divinity doth hedffe a king—".

i- said Shakespeare. Yet pretenders have
fallen;:Let us not be intimidated by a name and an,

image;
In September 1957 Martin

Luther- King was present at

the Highlander FoHt School
In Monteagle, Tennessee, and
was photographed by an agent
of the Gw>r£i* Commission on
Education. Someone has ask-
,..; .,..,.:.... - if Highlander
was a Communist training
school.—the photographer was
a Communist also. The an-
swer Js that hs probably
passed* for one at the time.
One of the pictures he took
hows Martin Luther King
malting, a speech.

In another, which was to be-
come- famous. King In seated
In an audience which Included

Horton and WfHlamV white.
Highlander end SCEF are lar-
left institutions with charact-
eristically ambiguous relation-;
hips

A
with the Communist.

P*rty» ;.,
^

This group photograph has
been , widely circulated for
many 'years. Initially It was
distributed by the Georgia
Commission in a circular
showing racially integrated ac-
tivities at Highlander. In IMS
Mississippi Governor Roes
Barnett showed It before a
televised hearing in Washing*;
ton. Thousands of letter-etas
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copies have been distributed 1

, „ , « . Jt * . by the ^ NashviHe Cttlaetu'
JsoM^ks.Hortoji director of Council.::. .

.'

Htj?h/ani3eri rhe late Aubrey, , , , u
WilllamD, then presided "ST |- nil Ikrvnrrl fWm ' !1
tRe-Smifr^m Conference Edu-

,n »»">oara rOTm
.' 1

cationaA, Fund, Inc.; and AJfca

ncr.Berrm of the Central Com-
«m^5^s~Btof. the Communist
party„£SA. Berry if a Negro,

U- IS
ENCLOSUKE

>-H-

Recently it has been ,--.
pared in billboard form by the;
Citiseni*>Council -f TftllB't,—

'

Office 1h Shreveport and made'
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favailable for general public
' dtep;&7AJTh«i authenticity of
}
the photograph has not been

1 questioned. What ha* been
' questioned 1* the propriety of
f)ubli«hinjr it. Or, more ex<w»-
y, of displaying it on a bill-

board, 'for even Much a critic
a* THE TENNESSEAN has pub-
Hihed it more than once a* a

< news photo. There Is a fine
>. line there somewhere.
} In general, the critics are
Mike Hamlet whan ha said,
f "All «©f which I moit power-
fully and patently believe, but

r I hold |r not honesty ta have
. K thusjset down."

j Civic* leaders are reported
f In the press as deploring ex*
< hibiUon of the billboards, but
1 none Challenge the authen-
ticity of the photograph.
;
There, seems to be little ln-

, terest JH* whatever truth Is

? back of- the algn, but excited

j
concern "for its possible ef-

(-fect on some commercial or
i political image.

F Intemperate

;
Often the criticisms are as

I
Intemperate in style as they

„ are irrelevant to the substan-
; tlve Issue. A Chamber of Com-
merce official falsely charact-
erises the Citizens' Council as

[". "clandestine," and speaks of
. "hooded Ku Klux Klanners.**

j
THE TENNESSEAN of June 13

i continued a front-page story
t. about the Nashville billboards
\ to Page 6-A, where the con-
l tinuatlon. lies under a photo-

f graph of a Klan group in
* Natchez, Miss. There Is no
I

line between the picture of
-, hooded *men standing under
I one of the nationally dlstrib-
* uted billboards and the two-
> column '.head "Citizens' Coun-
1 ell," which does not lncluda
.. the usual catch line, "contin-
1" wed from page one."
I The affect i* that hera ' la

f a photograph of the Citizens'
1

Council *ln Nashville, Tenn.,
* when 'It is actually a photo-
graph of the Klsn in Natchez,

nantly white group Is not to

malign a race—certainly not
the Negro race. Incredibly,

this apokesman for the Nash-
ville area business communi-
ty, in affecting to deplore the
creatiofi'of "111 will," says that

the Citizens* Council billboards

remind him of the "era of ha-
tred wntch existed in Dallas
before "President Kennedy's
murder."-The Chamber of Com-
merce's own image ta hardly
going to be helped either in

Dallas or Tennessee by that
kind of immoderate outburst.

(Editor's Note: The Cham-
ber official quoted here was
Ed Shea, executive vice presi-

dent.*;",;

Better Balanced

of piety, which R may mmtt
impious to deface. Tt

I "Hi
rector J. Edgar Hoover has a'
good image too. And either,
Martin Luther King or J. Ed-
*r»r Hoover ts a liar. A hard
choice, but we have to take
one or the other. We cant
have both. Mr. Hoover called
Dr. King a liar. Therefore, If
Dr. King Is not a liar, Mr.
Hoover is one. Vice versa, if
Mr. Hoover is not a liar, then
Dr. King Is one. Tea, ft may bo
said, but do we have to talk
about it? Since not only our
way of life but our lives may
be at stake, we ahould.

;

But It needs no blast from'
J. Edgar Hoover to raise ques-
tions about King's veracity.
When the billboards first ap-

Better balanced is the com- P*»red in Louisiana and Ala-
ment of the Metro Human Re- "mJ»

-*• K*»»' *" quoted by
lations . Committee chairman, the Associated Press as saying
as quoted In THE TENNES6EAN4

"J
«>• Highlander Folk School;

of June 20, for he observes cor- * spent exactly one hour
recUy that no action could be J

n«™ b*<* to 195*. If I was
taken to prevent display of the H!*"*? *h*re *t was mighty
billboards without Infringing! «hort training." That the visft

the "right of free speech underj 8"ma to have been In 1957,

the first amendment" Tat J™h«r th*n 1W8 *» not fanpor-

this dignitary" too" deplores the \ Jllbtf ovS'tha nroh^m*.
billboards, "which serve no Sat It ^a*t«! £*?S^ ««I
purpose other than to cause

. W.- Bu "«vJraJ?hin« sCt
strife

^
and tension m th. com-

j thT.iSL'E?*£?&%£&m unity.

(Editor's Note: The official

quoted here was Robert J.
Warner Jr.)

Perhaps ha has not followed
the career of Martin Luther
King. King has stated that his
basic method of operation is

the development of "creative
tension." And from the Mont-
gomery bus boycott of 1956 to
the Seima march of 1965 ha
has done a remarkable job of
creating tension. If you are
against tension, H Is hard to

First. King does not deny
that the Highlander Folk
School w«j« » Communist
training center. ;

Second, what he does deny
—which is that he could have
received a significant amount
of training in the short time
he was there—is something
which the billboard never
said. It says simply, "Martin
Luther King at Communist
Training School." He could
have been there not to receive

It ahould he added that the
billboards do serve another
and a very useful purpose,
which is the presentation of an
important fact about an im-

Misi. This is either very slop- portant man. The lawyers have
py make-up, or vry good. Be a saying, "Res ipsa loquitur,"
thst as. it may, the Council the thing speaks for Itself. The

see how you can be for Mar- J training but to jrive It Anoth-
tin Luther King. ' «• photograph exists, as noted

- above, showing him at a aort
of lectern. He could, of course.

and the Klan have no con-
nection' with each other. If

THE TENNESSEAN and tho
Chamber of Commerce official

Imagine that their own obvi-

ous imputation of guilt by as-

sociation is merely paying the
Council in its own kind, they

basis of Anglo-Saxon justice,
the basis of the doctrine of
freedom of the press, is that
citizens may judge of and from of ve*r» w'th tb* Highlander
facts.

.... -

have given a aignificant le©-?

ture in an hour. '•

Third—and most Important
—the spirit of King's ostensi-
bly facetious remark is totally'
misleading. However brief the-
time he spent at Monteagle, he
has collaborated over a period

•If the photograph of Martin
Luther King at Highlander

msy have failed to. reflect
J
«" *£* 1*1 sM2S°2l!

f
that while the Citizens* Coun-

* cil has no control over who
; stands under one of its signs

to be photographed, Martin
: Luther King certainly did

have control over whether he
went to a Communist training

school or not.
i The Chamber of Commerce
man is as absurd as he is pom-

* poua when he deiivere tha dlc-

. turn, "No good can ever coma
: from maligning a race through
i one of Its leaders." Of course,

f
M^^ssSaMarttn i»tuer King

tasaociatmg with A.^pwdoml-;Jir
J
lng..Tha man has an taaga

ahould come down. Since it Is

Jrenutne It , should be studied
or Its meaning, not avoided
with a shudder. If Interpreta-
tions vary, let the dispute go
on. Nothing is gained by fear-
ful or obstinate silence. Not
even communism is more omi-
nous fot the future of Ameri-
ca than the reluctance of lead-
ers to face facts.

Image of Piety '
*

Not that it Is pleasant to
face nil the facts about Dr.

institution. The following ap-:
peered in the New York'
Times of Feb. 23, 1960 under
the by-line of Claude Sitton:

"Atlanta, Feb. 22 — The'
Southern Christian Leadership.
Conference and the Highland-
er Folk School have joined
forces to train Negro leaders,
for the civil rights struggle.
The program was disclosed
here by conference headquar-
ters. The conference Is made
up of various anti-segregation
groups and is headed by the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. A conference spokesman,
said eleven Negroes had Just,
completed a week's training
course at Highlander. Anoth-,
er class of fifteen or mora:
will be held in ajjQujL^wj?
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Dr. Med ford Evans i» * paid consultant for

the national office of the Citizens' Council. In

this letter to THE NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN he
defends the council'* billboard attack* on Mar-
tin Luther King, and defend* the policies of

the council.

S££3K™?i?

Is situated in the Cumberland
Mountains near Monteagie,
Term., between Chattanooga
and Nashville. It Is headed by
Myles Horton and ha* been In-

volved In several conlrover-

Back ef all the controversy &£„**££* *r«^>a«d«i ^
i-Wt?r Dr. King's veracity, and f ?* 11^ convicted along wlCn '.

back of the concern over the ™, Rosenbergs of wartime ,

billboard*, is the basic ques- ^pi2****. **°»» ***• bacarao/j

tion of the nature of his rela- *J m̂muni
!1

t
41
cau**, ««•»**.•

tionship with communism. The £
no*her **UUon

a
•fcn«d bv-

liberal attitude seems to be ,~r| •!*•".£ *"*•? 'or Jun- ?

that this question must not J"fJ™f*.th*,N«th Ca™,ln*
be raised, much less answered. £°mm

""I"
1 V

i?,
,ator

.
of ,""*

The thoughtful and informed !„**££. This in/ormatJon
;

citizen, however, cannot avoid ^ S^* .
ta
«*5l ^"J11"} ^

raising it. Anthony Lewis re-
?orted in the New York
imes Nov. JO, 1964. "It was

learned today that Mr. Hoover
also had said during the in-
terviews—In which he had
called King the most notorious

Dr. Medford Evan*
Quotes Shakespeare

affiliations of persons
nected with It"

Then Times reporter Sitton

went on to say.

era said the
King's organization
Highlander raised serious

questions of prestige for the
conference. They contended
that because of the delicacy of

the racial problem and High-
lander's controversial status,

it would be difficult now for

1961 Issue of "New America.'* '

a Socialist publication.

Foreign Policy j
As to support of tha Com-"^

munist line on foreign policy,
the UFI reported on October;
10. 1961 that King had urgedsit* "because of the political

j

»ar In
1
the country~"that »r.

affiliations of persons o>n- • King had Communist connec- admission of Red China to the
tlons." Mr. Hoover did not , United Nations, and Allen and :

specify the connections, but it Scott reported in early Decam-
•**ms unlikely that he was her 1964 that Klnr had wir*d

:

iy. "Some obscrv- making Jt all up, and some President Johnson7 tVimnSS
affiliation of Dr. M King'- Communist connec- i^^^^S^Si'miration w th tion, M ^ 8pecified from m!ei. „T ^EX^tJlt

_th* public record.

His Associate*

mler Moise Tshombe. "King
sent this forceful message," _•

said the columnists, "after th* s

President authorized the use;
His persona] and profes- °f U.S. planes to drop Belgian

slonal associations have In- paratroopers on Stanleyville

»

eluded Baxasd-RusUn. Huaigt to rescue hundreds of whita -

Southern whites "oMiberafor ?£*< pW *fta* Jack.JH. hostages in rebel hands.* There.

moderate persuasion to deal • v*>eU, and Cart Brjfatti—all nav* been Tew clearer choices t

Important figureiTWthe Com- between Communists and ant!~
munist movement In this coun- Communists than that be- i

try. More famous Communist tween the Stanleyville "rebels" '

associates of King are Ahmed,, and Tshombe. King chose th*
Ben Bella, th* former dictator Communist*.
Ot-Argerta. and Kwame Nkru- *
mah, the "Saviern***Of Ghana,
Whm Nkrumah was installed

1

appreciate this space in ;

THE TENNESSEAN. (I am as-
*

with the conference." The ac-

curacy of this estimate of

Southern whites of liberal or

moderate persuasion may be

questioned but there is no
question that Dr. King's asso-

ciation with Highlander has

j not been a brief or trivial af-

", fair.

i
: The school at Monteagle _ i( ipi „ miv „., tll oc„

; was 'closed down shortly after Bel)a came ^ the United Council. Actually, I thought.
[ the above dispatch appeared. gUtc8 jn October 1962. he saw your attack on us lacked his-

't- but acUvity continued from jonn Kennedy in the Whit* ter - You raised a little doubt
s an address in Knoxville called House and Martin Luther *» to whether I really have a

1

» "Highlander Center." An ap- King In the Barclay hotel In J*hJ>. from Yale*. I do, but IM
V peal for financial support isrew y rk. To Bhow the peck- .<*ont see that It matters very

,

signed by Myles Horton under mj? onj e r, perhaps. King much.

*vt»eTi Nkrumah was installed „,—«__ _. T «*n «..»v.l nl
at the helm In Accra, Kin* *T n

f f^UT?**""V *ba
wwas there on the P^tform

'*et *u ^^ »^ »•* »uch
with 'his friend. When «- of U to defend th. CitteensBen

date of May 15, 1963 speaks
poetically of "the Highlander

, Idea like a Phoenix rising

, from the ashes," and claims
' as part of the Highlander nro-
' gram "the Citizenship Schools

1 now being spread throughout

the South by Dr. Martin Lu-

chsiiged the time of his ap^ What matters mora Is that

pointinent with Ben Bella, and £« neglected th. aubst.ne..

the latter accepted the change. •» Or. Henry Garrett's Impor-

^

My source is the Harlem tdi- <»nt remarks en Ths Reality

tion of the Pittsburgh Courier, of Race." Yeu knew, the race -.

On points. King seems tur- controversy In this country et

;

ther ahead of Ben Bella today present could pretty waif be

than ever. summed up by tha questions, i

Martin Luther King Jr." *»
!' one of the "Highlandet Snon-

i , sors." 4

t; Just how derogatory the

r Highlander sssocistton msy
"

b« to Dr. Kino rsmsJns * mst-

i ter of opinion, but whst III ec-

F. cords with the ssintly image
L of him Is that he himself
. should undertake to contract

f to one hour sn sssociation
', which on th* record Is spread

i , ever five or six year*, and to

minimise the Importone* of

i that association wh*n on th*

1 record It Involved eotlabors-

fdh 1 e^iith* top *ch*lon on
^policy and program.

J

with which the "Negro rovolu-! Lyndon Johnson says, They do i

tion" in the United States may exist, but they ought not to.

4

be classed. It is so classod by The Citizens* Council says they •

th* Communists. That is why do exJst, and they ought to ,

they support it. It Is so classed continue to exist. Or. Osrret >

by th* CHEsens' Council. That .supported the first of thoso
is why we oppose It, JproposHions with weight ef

Besides his associations— »eientitle *vid*n**| whole!
end those with Rustln anl American tradition *upports

O'Dell could well he ihe sub- <ne second with respect for

ject of a separate article— human diversity.

King ha" put into "th* file" a Your chief complaint against

record of signing Oommun'jit us seems to be our "air of

petitions and supporting the secrecy." We Just have that
Communist line on important air, don't we? But really you
issues of foreign policy. The suggest no *ecr*ta darker than
Communist "Worker" of Nov. the number of our jnembars,
27. 1960 listed King a* signerud the identity of individuals

.
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jsome-.

whichministrative reticence
,we share with the NAACP and
with Dr. King's own SCLC. Be-
fore me as I write is a copy
of a plea on Martin Luther
.King's personal letterhead for
his dear friends to send checks
payable to the SCLC. For their
convenience a business-reply
.envelope was enclosed, and on
,the reverse side under the flap
there was space for four,
names and addresses, with this
heading: '1 suggest that you
send your appeal to the fol-

lowing persons without men-
tioning my name." Some of
these techniques are Ju s%t about
universal, aren't they?

»
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[ Communist Training School'.* was a reprint fro
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Domestic Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE
10-18-65

Dote

Attached reports Information receiv-
ed from State Commission on Human
Rights, Nashville, Tennessee, to effect
that swastika stickers had been placed
on windows of Highlander Research and
Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee,
and that other acts of vandalism occurred]

The Highlander Research and Educa-
tion Center is a very controversial *

school because of its inter-racial
character. It is not under investigation]
and Knoxville was previously instructed
not to make any investigation of school
or individuals connected with it.

Since local authorities are con-
ducting Investigation and are aware of
complaints from Human Rights Commission
and in absence of indication of Federal
violation, no investigation being ordered
by the Bureau.

Information in attached will be
furnished to the Civil Rights Division.
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SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

HIGHLAND^ PF.<jF&prTj frwn .^?T^ r^Tris5

^UCATIONCENTER .^tnr ~v ?&*%
miscell?^eS1

0§"*1!HI,ormation ^.t? i s * <>?

concerning dat£

Re Knoxville teletype 10/18/65.

tt ^ ^ Enclosed herewith are the driginal and seven cop
h*C > O of a letterhead memorandum bearing above caption. Copies

3 * S have been disseminated locally to Secret Service
•s .. o Intelligence authorities *

l

2 Sources used to describe Highlander Research
r? 2 |t Education Center are:

k © ~ * T-2 is the House of Representatives Select Commi
»

"

ft g to Investigate Funds and Other Organizations , which committee
g;T advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews with
P £ various witnesses, including LOUIS BUDENZ. The Bureau
JP furnished copies of this memorandum to the Hew York Office by

^ | w letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of Benevolent Trust Funds,
\ 2 Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Instructions to Implement
— Progress of Subversive Groups; IS - C"

fc
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-The Bureau it aware of the fact that Highlander ! a v
very controversial subject in Knoxville area and local feeling -
against this school is so strong that any individual or any
group of individuals could be responsible for above acts .*^ ;^ v ^;

Bureau has previously instructed the Knoxville Office to make :,

no investigation concerning Highlander or individuals connected
with the school. This school is continually receiving ^ « >v > -

unfavorable press publicity by one of the local papers/^lAo,.^^.
have alleged Communist connections* *^- %:&&^*&i*..?,-,,-~-'-*;..,^*\* »':-.:

No investigation is being conducted by the Knoxville
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UNI^O STATES DEPARTMENT OF JtJ^ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C 20535

October 19, 1965

tr^r*

In Reply, Plmue R*f*r to

FiUNo.

Chief

United States Secret Service

Department of the Treasury

Washington, D. C. 20220

Dear Sir: *«*»**.
. r-{ j.' it.

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be

covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro-

tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee,

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the

U. S., because of his official status.

2. Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other

than legal means.

3. Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member
of other group or organization inimical to U. S.

4. U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or

Chinese Communist blocs and return.

5.'
5kI! Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following

criteria:

(a) Q Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior:

(b) Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment;

(c) gr] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order

and government^

6. CZ* Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making.

Photograph has been furnished Q enclosed is not available

i"~l may be available through

* •.-.if.*'?!'

Very truly yours,

V John Edgt Hoover

Director

1 - special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)-*2) (RM)
U. S. Secret Service

, Nashville, Tennessee

Enclosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, thie transmittal form

becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)
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KX T-2 advised that IjOUXS BUDENZ, admitted former editor
of the "Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, and
former official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21,
1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist. BUDENZ
did not give further details regarding this school.

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel ,

a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, contained
an article reflecting the Highlander Folk School had announced plans
for a similar school at Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside

-2-
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

Drive. The article identified, MYLES HORTON as Director of
Highlander.

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16,
1961, assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee
laws and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme
Courts.

The July 8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk
School was formerly located had been sold at public auction under
court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, Director
of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to
Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for
an organization called Highlander Research and Educational
Center.

<7~ On November 1961, % B Office
/*—^' of Secretary of State, State of Tennessee, Uashville, Tennessee,

made available records which reflect that a charter of
incorporation for the Highlander Research and Education Center,
Inc., was certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961.

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the
organization also carries the name as the Highlander Education
and Research Center.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency? it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.

-3-
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UNlfvp STATES DEPARTMENT OF jf^ICE

FEDEHAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION

Knoxville, Tennessee
October 19, 1965

P*3

Title HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

Character MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
CONCERNING

Reference Letterhead memorandum, captioned
as above, dated October 19, 1965

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past D

it/-:**"'*?1

i SS81

mm
im4

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
acency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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HIGHLANPEIUR£S£AACH ^AND
EDUCATION RENTER
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

W?9 Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau 10/19/65. |HHp7f Zt7-

Enclosed herewith are the original and seven bopies

*

x

1

r .>>'--.Civ':-

^

SiiS^

-of a letterhead memorandum bearing above caption. Copies

Have been disseminated locally to Secret Service and Army
> Intelligence authorities.

Sources used to describe Highlander Research an

^Education Center are:

"'^i
T-l is

T-2 is the House of Representatives Select Committee

to Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, which committee

advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews, with

various witnesses, including LOUIS BUDENZ. The Bureau
_

furnished copies of this memorandum to the New York Off ice by

letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of Benevolent Trust Funds,

Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Instructions to Implement the

Progress of Subversive Groups; IS - C".^

AGENCY: ACSI, OKI, OSl g&Wil /7*

DATE FOR
HOW FORW:

BuR
Knoxvill

: ACSI, OKI, OSI^^^%'°] / 1 "7/3,1
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UNIT ) STATES DEPARTMENT 01- J ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I N \ ESTI G ATI ON

WASHINGTON, D.C 20S35

November 5, 1965
In Reply, PUate Refer to

File No.

Chief

United States Secret Service

Department of the Treasury

Washington, D. C. 20220

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be

covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro-

tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee,

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the

U. S., because of his official status.

2- Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other

than legal means.

3. Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or

participant in communist movpjnent; or has been under active investigation as member
of other group or organization inimical to U. S.

4. U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or

Chinese Communist blocs and return.

5. x] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following

criteria:

(a) Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior.

(b) Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment;

<c) {5T] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order

and government.

b\ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making.

Photograph has been furnished Q enclosed is not available

may be available through .

6u^

^

Very truly yours,W
7TJohn Edg^r Hoover

Director

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)—2)
U. S. Secret Service, Nashville, Tennessee

iosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, tbit transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.}
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KX T-Jadvised that LOUIS BUDEN^ admitted foxmer editor
of the "Daily Worker", and East Coast Communist newspaper, and
former official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21,
1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist . BUDENZ
did not give further details regarding this school.

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel
,

a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville^^^^gaaeggee, contained
an article reflecting the Highlander Jroik scnpol bad announced
plans for a similar school aVJ*h6x

,

v"ll\
1

e"
,,

tb be iv^ated at 1625
Riverside Drive. The article identified
of Highlander. *

MYLES^HORTON as Director

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News -

Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16,
1961, assets for Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee laws
and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme
Courts.

The July 8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News- Sentinel
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk
School was formerly located had been sold at public auction under

-2-



'-:jl-*"-*. ;*£*. w*^Ii- -i-Wi^^ii'
'•'""•' ^.-••. 1'...^:^^:J:i^w?.'ri:.M :,-'-i<*-- .•.L.'''tf

|

?^-l..r : ;'J 'r.-.--,:.- -': V-...-.- ,
j

j. . j^fr -^

court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, Director of
Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to Knoxville,
Tennessee, and has been g ranted a State Charter for an organization
called Highlander Research and Educational Center.

mJ^ Office
, Tennessee

,

-M

On November 16, 1961,
of Secretary of State, State of Tennessee, ftasnviiie
made available records which reflect that a charter of incorpora
tion for the Highlander Research and Education Center, Inc. , was
certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961.

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the
organization also carries the name as the Highlander Education
and Research Center.

&*&M
Sources of this Bureau whoae
identities are concealed in

this document have fumithed

reliable information in the put

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of

the F B i. \> is the property of the F. B. I. and is loaned to your

agency ;? a. - • i "> contents are not to be retributed cutside your agency

-3-
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI"*'.;'": -'

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

~aS&sr

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING

:

Enclosed herewith are the original and seven

copies of a letterhead memorandum bearing the above..
caption. Copies have been disseminated locally to

Army Intelligence authorities* '^r * .'::"'• ':-**"* r»".-S

y

and
Sources used to describe Highlander Research

Education Center are: ^

/
M is

r t-

*4 ***

T-2 is the House of Representatives SelecC g Kl

Committee to' Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, j 5

which committee advised the Bureau by memorandum reQect^ng
interviews with various witnesses, including LOUIS BpDENB.

c The Bureau furnished copies of this memorandum to «r« New

York Office by letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of

Benevolent Trust Funds, Philanthropic and Eleemosynary

Instructions to Implement the Progress of Subversive Groups;

"*\
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Bureau
- Knoxvil
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51 OE
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Special Agent in Charge - CONFIDENTIAL1
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDEHAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Knoxville, Tennessee
December 7, 1965
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
CONCERNING

,

The Knoxville Journal , a daily newspaper, Knoxville,
Tennessee, on November 20, 1965, contained an article stating
that a fire, apparently deliberately • set, heavily damaged the
front portion of the Appalachian Political Action Center,
511 Clinch Avenue, Knoxville.

On December 7, 1965,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

KX T-2, who has furnished reliable information in the
past, advised that LOUIS BUDENZ, admitted former editor of the
"Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, and former
official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 1952,
that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist. BUDENZ
did not give further details regarding this school.

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxvill e News-Sentine
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, con-
tained an article reflecting the Highlander Folk School had
announced plans for a similar school at Knoxville to be located
at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article identified MYXES HORTON
as Director of Highlander.

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-
Sent ine l contained an article reflecting that on "December 16,
1961", assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee
laws and failed in appeals to the State and United States
supreme Courts.

The July 8, 1962, issue of Th e Knoxville
.
News-S ent ins.

3

contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander
Folk School was formerly located had been sold at public auction
under court decree. The article stated that MYXES HORTON,
Director of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to

Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for
or organization called Highlander Research and Educational
center.
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

On November 16 , 1961, ^ W Office
of Secretary of State, State of Tennessee, Nashville, 'i-e.unt&see,

made available records which reflect that a charter of
incorporation for the Highlander Research and Education Center,
Inc., was certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the
organization also carries the name ss the Highlander Education
and Research Center.

. -T'»$fj»*»-jiiH*! •*• ,-^>-i

fspriNifcta&f&?v£-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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Optional Form No. 10
UNITrDSTATES GOVERNMENTMEMORANDUM
TO:

FROM?

RE J

K&£$,
DIRECTOR, FBI

SAVANNAH DATE: 3/18/66

HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER
INFORMATION CONCERNING

BUFILE NO: 61-7511
SAVANNAH FILE NO: 100-5125
COLUMBIA FILE NO:

Due to the opening of the Columbia Office, the
following action is being taken in the captioned matter:

A. LOCATION OF FILE

1. ( x) Entire file transferred to Columbia herewith.

2. ( ) File transferred to Columbia except one copy
of following serials retained at Savannah:

*?>.- .«

3. ( ) File retained at Savannah but one copy of the
following serials transferred to Columbia.

:r -

fc

fe.,„...

B. OFFICE OF ORIGIN

( ) Savannah
( x) Columbia
( ) .

(j^y- Bureau
1 - Columbia (Enc. 1)
1 - Savannah

C. STATUS

( ) Pending
(x ) RUC to Columbia
( ) -Closed to Columbia

2 MAR 21 1966

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

<3) „ <m~ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

BY_5£2 y",
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

2l Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

L?T Deleted under exemption(s) _^Si... L _—.Deleted under exemption(s) ^^L. /_Z^_ with no segregable

material available for release to vou.

D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[ 1 Document* s) originating with the following government, agency* ies) » .

, was/wore forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency*, ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason* s):

For your information:

5JQ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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Page B-2 Th« Knoxvilfe News-Scntine! Sunday, Kwcmber 20,196$ 1

E-T ACLU Branch

Defends Rights

of Highlander

Mayor Rogers Says

Center Is Entitled

To Full Protection

The East Tennessee Branch

of the American Civil Liberties

Union has condemned recent at-

tacks, both verbal *nd physical,

on the Highlander Research and

Education Center on Riverside

Drive as "attacks upon the right

of free speech and free asso-

ciation."

Mayor Leonard Rogers has

been informed by letter of a

recent resolution adopted by

East Tennessee Branch, which
is headed by Harry Wiersema,
a retired TVA engineer. The
ntaycfr agreed that Highlander

is entitled to protection.

Attacks "Unwarranted*

"We are aware of recent

events," the letter said, "con-

cerning the Highlander Re-
search and Education Center,

Including bombings, irresponsi-

ble attacks by a local newspa-

per and handbills, insurance

cancellation and attempts to re-

voke the state charter, with

veiled reference to undisclosed

Information in City Council

meetings. These are considered

unwarranted attacks upon this

Institution."

The resolution states:

"The Board of Directors of

the East Tennessee Civil Liber-

ties Union takes note of recent

attacks upon the rights of free

speech and free association of

all citizens of our community
and state. Wa affirm that any
locally constituted school or oth-

er organization must be protect-

ed from violence against its

property, no matter how contro-

versial its activities, and we
command the efforts that have

been made to protect the prop-

erty of the Highlander Research

and Education Center. We fur-

ther affirm the right of such an
organization to pursue its edu-

cation program under its state

charter and we call upon other

citizens to stand with oa tfl

fupporting thjg hisis* American
freedomw .

ShwaM ffarff Evidence

Mayor Rogers said that while

he does not condone all the ac-

tivities of Highlander, the cen-

ter is entitled to full protection

under the law.

"I swore to uphold the law

and protect the rights of any
citizen whether I agree or dis-

agree with him,

"Some have made charges
against Highlander and as often

is true, they are not restricted

to facts.
(
Tne FBI and the In-

ternal Revenue Service both
have clearedHlghlander Center.

Those citizens who level charges
•hould come forth with evi-

dence. Until such evidence is

presented, I shall see that High-
lander's property and rights are

protected from those who would
take the law into their own
handfc," Mayor Rogers said

I would do for any citi-

zen."

*~ -<••** «M ** *
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Tour letter of November 22nd, with enclosure,
WAS*

, £ *

It is a pleasure to learn you have found our jfib-
lication, the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, of interest. WHh
respect to your request to have it sent to you, it is published
primarily for law enforcement officers, and it has been necessary
to restrict its distribution. I regret I cannot be of help buff&nist

you will understand.

Regarding the article to which you refer stating

the FBI has cleared the Highlander Research and Education
Center, this Bureau does not furnish clearances or nonclearance&Q?
of any type. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the ^T
Federal Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws <*

conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization^
publication or individual.

^
ALL INFORMATIONdPONTAINED

Sincerely yours, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED' N

BI has never investigated the Highlander Research and Education '\

^lt^jrlt is very controversial because of its interracial character,

teletype unit i^g^ (4) Continued neKt page

- <S -" ^t f^ ^<r^;^;4^3^>^; V
^
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and the Knoxville Office has been instructed not to make
an investigation of the school or individuals connected

with it.
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Hoover;

in. i*/ T

*e
,

the KnoxviHe area have a problem concerning f

the Highlander. Center. This is a tax-exempt organization
ffe are having to support it with our tax dollars. It
has gained support with teachers who teach our children
area churchmen, the Knoxville Mayor, on the University

'

ol Tennessee campus. Yet it seems that there is no
possible way to find out if it is alright, or not
alright? Most people do not believe things unless the
11 ft

ay
S.

S0
;

X
?
t the FBI is simply an "investigative '

body
, the local police do -not have the authority to ;

"'

say. There seems to be no way to find out.

Is there no organization that you can report^^lw-*this area to give the people a reliable answer? -^^—

~

*

Thank you.

Sincerely,

A

" "\ ENCLOSURE

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .

U'TSllJW
tr

FEB^T 1967
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Highlander

Defended

At Meeting
BV RALPH GRIFFITH

Those who attack Highlander

Research Center are destroying

themselves, for Highlander is

doing nothing more than speak-

ipg'out for Negroes, Rev. Frank
^'Gordon said last night.

" Mr. Gordon, pastor of Shiloh

Presbyterian _Chxn:th' and" for-

mer state president of NAACP,
warned that Knoxville could be-

Jcome another Atlanta, Harlem.

! or Watts" unless Negroes ger

economic equality.

He was on a panel of four a

a meeting booked as one or

"Freedom of Speech in Knox-
ville and the Highlander Cen-
ter." About 306 attended the

meeting, which had to be
switched from the American
Red Cross Chapter House to

Hotel Andrew Johnson when Red
Cross officials decided the meet-

ing was controversial.

Serving on the panel withAlr.

Gordon were I>r. Scott/ifates,.

French professor at University

of the South, Dr. ForresJ^Sfcey

of the University of Tennessee
Law School, Lewiy'Sinclair, TVA
economist, and Dr. Fred^en-
djtli, associate professor in the

Continued on Page 2, Col. I

Highlander

Defended j

'continuid raoM *ags tmt

,

College of Education at UT, was

rooderator.fra! , y£J^pJ o£
While the meeting had been

billed to explain Highlander to

the community, much of the

time was spent castigating The

Knoxville Journal for the ar-

ticles it has published about the

center. .^ '

MyleTHorton, Highlander

founder who was in the audi-

ence, charged that in The Jour-

Jnal
articles there is "never a

conclusion and never a word of

truth."

During a question and answer

session following the reading of

prepared statements by all but

Mr Gordon, the panelists were

asked from the audience If they

were Communists. .

Mr. Gordon, Dr. Lacey and

Sinclair said they were not Com-

munists. Dr. Bates said he first

went to Highlander when it was

at Monteagle hoping to meet a

Communist so they could ex-

change ideas. "I was disap-

pointed when I went to High-

lander and didn't find a Com-

munist. I am not a Commu-

nist." 1 —
'.:. ;--2

—

Tt#J&&t

NOT IMMUNg „
John^Lockridge, a Knoxville.

lawyer, said he had heard the

words libelous and slanderous
used in connection with The
Journal's treatment of High-
lander. He said he knew The
Journal was not immune to the
laws of Tennessee and asked if

these charges were true why
hadn't the newspaper been sued.

"The papers never say it in

such a way you can sue," Mr.
Gordon answered.
Dr. Bates gave a history of

Highlander, Dr. Lacey gave his

version of what is meant by
freedom of speech and Sinclair

told of the troubles Highlander
has had through the years.

Dr. Bates said that Highland-
er had been cleared by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation,

but during the question and
answer session he conceded that

the FBI does not clear or conV

mn questionable organize

ms.

DEFENSE
But it was Mr. Gordon who

came the closest to talking
about what he believes the cen-
ter accomplishes.

"It teaches us how to organ-
ize and get ready," he said.
"We are going to stick with
those who try to free us. Ask
those who castigate Highlander
if they are willing for a Negro
to buy a home next to theirs.

"We are not against any or-

ganization which seeks to raise

the Negro from slavery to free-

dom," he said. "It teaches Ne-
groes how to read and write so

they can vote.

"Negroes don't believe any-
thing is Communist unless the

FBI says so," he s

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED

DATEqsffri, BYrSfr Sr (\n c±
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.ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE g|rfef BY-gEa^o^

I have received your letter of January 30th, with

enclosure, and understand and appreciate the concern which

prompted you to write.

While I wish it were possible for me to be of

assistance, I am unable to make any comment regarding the

matter to which you referred since the files of this Bureau are

maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the

Department of Justice. I trust you will understand the reason

for this policy and why I cannot be of service in this instance.
37m
o

MAILED 19

FEB 3 1967

COMM.FBI

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hootfefi

11

OD**

3D

CD

#&&& C
Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with

!"('

NOT
, The^ighlander^Jtesearch Center was formerly known as ~*,

(i Highla^rYoIk School* which is well-known to the Bureau.
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March 16 1967

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Could you assist me In finding information to
write a speech on The Highlander School in Knoxville, Tennessee.

I have found some information on its past history but
I can't find anything on its present operations.

Is Myles Horton a communist?, If so when and who
identified him?

Any documents that you can refer me to will be /j /
deeply appreciated. u

u
Sincere!

C^

,k.*+"

&#
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March 21, 1967

•W»-.ji ,„

Your letter of March 16th has been received.

While I certainly wish it were possible for me
to be of assistance to you, the data contained in the Ales of the
FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with
regulations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will
understand the reason for this policy and why I cannot be of
service in this instance.

Sincerely yours,

fTfa^ar Hoover

NOTE:
Horton

lown to tneUureau as tne Director of tftf^Blghlander Research Center
y

which was formerly known as the%ighlander Folk School.

£0:mmj (3)

MAiteja

r ,, D1)1 HEREIfflS UNCLASSIFIED
'

... AMAR 2 11967 fpATF*jfrW" BYfr^^
COMM-FBI

M-
198^~

UATL ROOM U3 TELETYPE UNIT
**>>

- y .-

:
• :A ^£^'P^ •; ; 1 /. .

£«.' "
, •;



-.-V

j^£ViV

$r-v3

r— . *

r . -[

i S

p:-r-

F^-3€ (5*bv. 5^*2-64)

£)

FBI 414

Date: April 13, 1967

Transmit the following in

AIRTKL
Via

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR HAIL
(Priority)

L

TO:

FROM

Oh 7ST//-

DIRECTOR, FBI Ul)ft 10833 )

SAC, LOUISVILLE (100-197)

SUBJECT: ^ilGHLAHIMB^RESEABCH^AHD
EDUCATION CENTER
IS - C

00: KX

f
>*??"$ /?>

Reference Memphis tel to Director and Louisville,
dated 4/12/67, captioned "Southern Conference Educational
Fund, Inc," (SCEF) , copy of which is enclosed with Knoxville
copies of this airtel.

Referenced tel concerns a vote by the Tennessee
House of Representatives to start a second legislative ,

investigation of the Highlander Research Center, Knoxville,
Tennessee.

Although there has been some contact between SCEF
staff members and Highlander Research and Education Center,

4 - Bureau (3-61-7511) RM
(1-100-10355)

2 - Knoxville (61-12) (Enc. 1) RM
2 - Memphis (1-100-92) RM

(1-100- ) (Highlander Research
Educational Center)

2 -Louisville (1-100-197)

^* (1-61-42)
. ^.

t

^B) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED^ ^ V '

"
HEREIN. IS UNCLASSIFIED &

(L

REC 46 (, / -r js7/—11

.B AKR 14 1967

0) *

54APR 2419671
Approved:

DATE3SiL32I

Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per
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Louisville has do Information Indicating that Highlander i*"^^^
not still an independent organization, 4 ^W''r^:'fe/
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TO

FROM

subject:

\r

M1V-I07

UNITED STATES GOVE^^IENT

Memorandum

i*& ^A.v'",«r.<
-^.'»n>i'in'i.i't'iii'irr : Al

UAtrtKUMTMN
••A SSN. ME«. NO. O ^

DIRECTOR, FBI date; 4/13A

Mt. To!son.

Mr. DeLoach-U^
Mr. Mohr
Mr. Wick
Mr. Casoer
Mr. Cal

Mr. G*n

Mr. Trotter__

Tele. Room

—

Miss Holmea-

w*

SAC, MEMPHIS (62-0) - ^_ ^ „ _

_^r^7y
^

' Miss Gandy„

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO , 14,
TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY^
EIGHTY-FIFTH SESSION PROVIDING FOR
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE HIGHLANDER RESEARCH
CENTER OF KNOX COUNTY AND ORGANIZATIONS
AFFILIATED THEREWITH

~~~

INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed is one copy of captioned Resolution
as introduced in the Tennessee General Assembly by State
Representative O'DELL CAS LANE of Knoxville, Tennessee.

One copy is a
Office for information. f4

enclosed for the Knoxville

f.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATF jJqiH RY &K«r^ |(to

HP1

6
6/-7$~ //-s^

\

J_2-Bureau (Enc. tf'
""l-Knoxville (Enc. 1)

1-Memjh is
;wpp-m
5ft?R251967
Buy t/.A. Savings Bonds RegularlyjM th& Payroll Savings Plan
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO./^

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED >.

DATE ^H BY sygir^j^
A resolution to provide for a committee to

investigate the activities of
the Highlander Research Center
of Knox County and organizations
affiliated therewith.

'Wjsgas**8-

WHEREAS, It has been reported that the Highlander

Research Center of Knox County, and persons and organizations

affiliated therewith, may be involved in activities subversive

to the government of our State and that it is in the interest

of the State and its people that a committee of this General

assembly be constituted for the purpose of investigating such

reports and be granted full power to subpoena witnesses, to take

testimony, to impound records, and to do all things necessary to

ascertain the nature of the activities of the said Highlander

Research Center and of such persons and organizations as are

affiliated with it; -
_

*

MOW, THEREFORE,
'

SECTION 1. HE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That a joint

committee of five members composed of two senators and three

representatives be and the same is hereby created, the members of

;
•"«- committee to be appointed by the Speakers of the respective

Mouses? and that the committee hereby created shall have complete



s*

.-*<£

SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the full expense

of the investigation conducted by this Committee be included in the

Miscellaneous Appropriations Bill.

.&• SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee

;-*£ be directed to report the result of its investigation to . the Senate

;v3 and House of Representatives with such recommendation as may be

deemed advisable and proper at the earliest practicable moment.

i-3-
•

.

.'S SECTION 7. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee

'm% shall make at least an interim report to both Houses of the General

'*:? Assembly at least ten days before its sine 'die adjournment which
'

: i*

.

f

-J report shall embody a detailed statement of the progress made by

'."5 said Committee, the course being pursued and the result of said

^ investigation to that date, and the expenses incurred by the

Comir.ittee to the date of said report? that the total expense of

^ the investigation provided for by this resolution be limited to

,3 $5,000.00, such limitation of expenditures to be effective until

the making of said interim report, at which time the General

Assembly shall determine whether what funds, if any, shall be made

available for the further work of the Committee.

-3-
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authority to investigate the Highlander Research Center of Knox

County, and to investigate its activities and the activities of

all persona and organizations associated therewith.

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee

shall have full and complete power to subpoena and compel the

attendance of witnesses, to adopt rules of procedure, to order

and compel the production of all records and documents pertaining

to the Highlander Research Center and its activities and the

activities of all persons and organizations connected therewith,

and to do all things necessary to the end that said investigation

shall be full and complete? said Committee shall be clothed with

all the powers and authority conferred upon legislative committees

by Sections 3-301 to 3-325, Tennessee Code Annotated.

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee

2 shall have- the authority and is hereby directed to employ and

contract for the services of not more than two attorneys of ability

>; find known integrity to aid and assist the Committee in the making

u of said investigation.

3 • SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee

shall have the authority to employ such clerks and clerical and

•i* other help as it may deem advisable and to provide office space

:

'v and equipment for Committee personnel, to appoint a sergeant-at-arms

jt and any assistants necessary with full authority to execute any and

uil legislative process in any county of the State, including but

not restricted to subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum as may be

authorized by the Committee. The Committee shall likewise be

empowered to incur for itself or members of its staff necessary

expense in connection with travel, stenographic service s,v -court

reporters, et cetera.

-2-
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UNITED STATES G^'ERNMENT

Memorandum
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

/"Vft.FROM -T^ SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) (C)

subject: ^HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND

HJS rf <i

'
.- -*

&FY 7ffl
*** ,.•&

^.>-.- ' .'.i

"M ^

date: 4/19/67

EDUCATION CENTER
MISCELLANEOUS"

-

INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and
three copies of a letterhead memorandum bearing above
caption. This information is submitted to the Bureau
for inclusion in its files.

-.4

'*.', v;:<

£

\

o ^VP

2> Bureau (Enc. -4) (RM)
- Knoxville /&

MAY t> 737u

lir^a^ .^_

**T3)

*//•

*'"/

#ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,

DATE cTNH BY ^V^Wg)

•4

Jir'AYS 1967

B*? t/.J\ Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNfTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Knoxville, Tennessee
April 19, 1967

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION ,CENTER *

INFORmWIQW, CONCERNING

''',. .'•*:

i

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, a daily publication,
in the Home Edition issue of April 12, 1967, reported that
the House of the Tennessee Legislature had passed a
resolution calling for a legislative investigation of the
Highlander Research and Education Center. It was reported
that the Senate of the Tennessee Legislature had delayed
action on the resolution. It was reported there was
growing opposition to the measure among State Senators.
One representative, who was opposed to the resolution,
stated that in the early days Highlander was really a
labor school, teaching workers in the South how to
organize and there was still some anti-labor people in
the county he represented. He also claimed that persons
sympathic to Highlander planned to boycott against a local
Knoxville supermarket chain which did not hire Negroes.
A representative in favor of the resolution stated that the
Mayor of Knoxville is upholding the school and an opponent
replied the Legislature is being put in a most unusual
position in considering the resolution if the Mayor of
Knoxville is upholding the school f The East Tennessee
Civil Liberties Union has urged the State Senate to reject
the resolution.

It has previously been reported that the 1959 State
Legislature sought to revoke the school's charter following
an investigation in March, 1959, by a Legislative committee.

ALL ^FORMATION CONTAINED

HftEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATLsZfi/ELBY-sS^
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* HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER
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In August, 1959, a hearing was held in Grundy County to
decide whether the school, then known as the Highlander
Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, should have its tax
exemption charter revoked and the school padlocked as a
public nuisance.

The Chattanooga News-Free Press , a daily publication,
Chattanooga, Tennessee, reported in issue November 3 # 1959,
that efforts to obtain a permanent padlock injunction against
the school had been dropped and efforts would be made to
seek revocation of the school's charter.

This same paper in issue February 16, 1960, reported
that the Circuit Court in Grundy County revoked the General
Welfare Charter of the school and would appoint a receiver
for the school. The ruling was subsequently appealed to the
Tennessee Supreme Court, which upheld the revocation of
the charter. Subsequently, the school appealed to the
United States Supreme Court, which denied a hearing. .

th-

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

>
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FBI

Date: 5/24/67

Transmit the following in

AIRTILVia

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority)

J

iP*

- "'"it

,iftlV:.'-T|

mi r.

life

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (P)

SUBJECT: JIGHLANDER PwawAttrij AF>
EDUCATION CENTER
IS - c

(00: Knoxville)

Re Memphis teletype to Bureau 4/12/67 captioned

COMINFIL, SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATINAL FUND, INC.",

BUFILE 100-10355, Memphis file 100-02.

For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville,

The "Nashville Tennessean", a Nashville, Tenn., daily
newspaper,in the 5/24/67 edition, page 12, carried an article

indicating the House resolution regarding a second
investigation of Highlander Research and Education Center

was approved by the Tennessee State Senate 5/23/67. The

article contained no details relative to the actual

Investigation. , MMrn

*V—. «.. '«*W* - r.«0KlMNQ>
2 - Knoxville (RM) (61-12)
1 - Louisville (Info)(RM)
2 - Memphis (1 - 61-34)

(1 - 100-92 SCEF)

Tl

J
sta U-7SH-W

MAY 26 1967

7i06^ Agv Special Atfe

Per
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

K Deleted under exemntion(s) ^"V '
Deleted under exemption(s) T_V__i with no segregable

material available for release to you.

L_3 information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

I i Doeument(s) originating with the following government agencv(ies) ,

, was/wore forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties);

us the information originated with them. You will

b...- ail vised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason* s J:

H 'For your information: LcTTE.^ £jjCM TW/KO f>A/t Ty/

the following number is to De useo myt'L*J The following number is to be used jjpfr»cference regarding these pages:

6.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) \
X NO DUPLICATION FEE \

XXXXXX x F0R THIS PAGE X

xxxxxx XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

xxxxxx
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,<V June 5, 1967

<^'
REC33 ^A*^"' 3^

I have received your letter of May 80th and

understand and appreciate the concern which prompted you to

write.

While I wish it were possible for me to be of

assistance, I am unable to make any comment regarding the^ ^
matter to which you referred since the files of this Bureau art V
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the - £
Department of Justice. I trust you will understand the reason £*

for this policy and why I cannot be of service in this instance. *->

Sincerely yours, ^
ft. Fdgar H«ww

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander

Folk School is well known to the Bureau.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

tfEC D mcit HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

I B I DATE^2/£|£i_BYS££.

f

X 6

'Iff, ***>

IL ROOM I 1 TEL

fig?*
** w.' ..

MAIL ROOM I 1 TELETYPE UNIT L-J

•?*'. -T^**yfr7-?.*^

'

r^yyyT?£r
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Date: 6/9/67

Transmit the following in

Via
AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL

$*
(Priority)

'**<

3

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) (C)

l^ftTgHI^NDER RESEARCH AND
__

EDUCATION CENTER
fcl.:J£LX2tiTEOUS~=

"

INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and

jji three copies of a LHM bearing above caption. This

/ information is submitted to the Bureau for inclusion
'

r \ ) 'inXs , files.

\^ //
\ //
! KlL INFORMATION CONTAINED

j 'HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

j

• DATF Jls feq BY Sfeg>

P-

Gu*

(£)- Bureau (Enc. -4>gl5fi^^
1 - Knoxville

isofiff

^*-tf*

AGENCYi ACSI. ONI, OSI;SEC.
Bp*TClSD f) 0»D^ RAODAM F0RHTI._.^.ir4Sfc2

How forw: ~Jr^ " —
B JUN 12 1967

;o\

.-• *

Appfb^ed: f-i : -»\ jirftffir
J
V? *

:

- - SfcWiittWgent in Charge

Sent .M Per
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UN ^" jTES DEPARTMENT OF J ** >

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION; - "-!

Knoxville, Tennessee
June 9, 1967

Fife Wo.

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH, AND
EDUCATION CENTER -

MISCELLANEOUS -

INFORMATION CONCERNING

The Knoxville Journal , Knoxville, Tennessee, a daily
publication, in issue of May 24, 1967, reported that the
Tennessee General Assembly will investigate "the widespread
reports of subversive activity" of the Highlander Research and
Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee. It was reported that
the State Senate on May 23, 1967, voted 24 to 3 in concurring
with the House in the decision to delve into the activities of
the controversial center. The article stated, "Highlander,
founded by (Myles) (ed) Horton and others, had (sic) long been
one of the most controversial issues in the country and
Tennessee. It lost its charter in Monteagle when it was
found that beer was being sold illegally there and that *

Horton was operating the tax exempt school for his own benefit.

It was reported there was no indication as to when the
investigating committee would be named or commence its work in
carrying out the resolution, *

*
In the same ifip*^ of the knoxville Journal , it was

'reported that C^ Conr a ffi Browne^ a director of Highlander >

(

reported that Walter^ishop, £resident_cf_the JIast ..Tennessee
Chapter__jpf_the _American .Civii—iiberties .Union (ACLU ) had
advised that the ACLU would go into court in an effort to
block the investigation. It was reported that the East

"

Tennessee Civil Liberties Union labeled the resolution by
the General Assembly asanafront to the orderly conduct of
government since a proposal "was initiated on the basis of
vague and unsubstantiated charges and provides less for
legitimate investigation than for punitive prejudicial
inquisition . . . ."

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

MKBN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 3km RY^>5?^rolri»
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

"5

If?

The Knoxville News-Sentinel , Knoxville, Tennessee,
a dailv^tfblication, in issue of May 31, 1967 , reported that
MylesJ>Horton , Pirector-o£--£he -Highlander^ Research and Education
Center, had made the statement that the center will go to
Federal Court to seek an injunction prohibiting proposed
State legislative investigation. He reported that the
injunction would be sought by the American Civil Liberties
Union attorneys on the grounds that investigation of
subversive activities was within the power of the Federal
Government only and no in the States. Horton reported that
the injunction would not be sought until the investigative
committee was named. According to Horton, ACLU officials
had informed that the local case would be handled by Charles
Morgan, described as the defense counsel for Army Captain
Howard Levy, identified in the article as on trial now at
Fort Jackson, South Carolina, at a court-martial on charges of
disloyalty.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency? it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.

-2-
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Date: 6-18-67

"ransmit the following in Plaintext
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

U

TOrNDIRECTOK, FBI (61-7511)

iMjWcil: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) («f"

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INFORMATION CONCERNING
Knoxville 00

Memphis airtel to Director dated 5-24-67.

The 6-14-67 edition of the Hashviile Banner,'* Nashville
dally newspaper, contained on Page 11 an article captioned
Highlander Pro© Panel Members Set which indicated in part that
committee announcements were announced 6-14-67 by both speake;
of the General Assembly relative to a five-member team to
gate the Highlander Folk School near Knoxville,

<.*.'>>••-"?

Tele yp6^

A.

The article indicated the committee members wi.

in advisory and investigative functions authorized by the
legislature and report findings to the General Assembly in 1969,

The article indicated that the committee members were
Senator FRH) BERRY, SR. t

Republican, Knoxville, Senator CLATTGN
ELAM, Democrat, Memphis, Representative CDELL CAS LANE, Republican
Knoxville, Representative ROBERT BOOKER, Democrat, Knoxville, and
Representative W. E. MICHAEL, Republican, Sweetwater.

Memphis will follow and keep Bureau advised of any pertinent
developments.

C_^S Bureau (RM) ^
2- Knoxville (61-12) (RM) .

/ / O "H 7f

Jbu ^Wr A

A. I . S. 0,

Spe Del

if.

\x-^1

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED:

JUN 19 1967

tag. Mali

32

RegistacdJLlM&w
*L..

Special Agent in Charge
Sent M Per
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Date: 6/22/67

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

ffO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

^(AffROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (P)

SUBJECT: 6dl<

WT--V

[IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
IS - C

ur*^
/

;*.*s.--.*

^*".--.j.£»

.X '

f

The Nashville Tennessean , a daily newspaper in Nash-
ville, Tenn., in the 6/21/67 edition on page 3 carried an
article which in part indicated that the, Tennessee legislative
investigation of the Highlander Research Center at Knoxville *s
temporarily blocked on 6/20/67 by a suit charging the probe was
author ited to ''intimidate frightened and coerced Negroes."
The article indicated that U. S, District Court Judge WILLIAM B
MILLER issued a limited temporary restraining order shortly
after the American Civil Liberties Union filed the suit conten-
ding the probe violates the Center's constitutional rights.

The article indicated Judge MILUSR set 6/30/67 as
the date for the hearing in this case.

Memphis will follow and keep the Bureau advised of
any developments.

\*^%0&)&
fc

3/- Bureau
2 - Knoxville (61-12)
2 - Memphis otCf

g J^LF
**

* ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

date; jfel^By.^
' j «

•***—

—

M ^r//-3^s

Kg,**,

J UL 3 1967

JUN 23 1987

if- *>

Special Agent In Charge

Sent 4W^_
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Transmit the following in

v<n AIRTEL
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;

Date: 6/21/67

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

R, FBI (61-7511)

, MEMPHIS (61-34) (C)

*
i
(j * >*--h

X
/

a;*

f t-

IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
S - C

For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville,
the Nashville Tennessean , a Nashville dally newspaper, on
page one, 6/20/67 edition, had an article which in part
related that the American Civil Liberties Union will go
into Federal Court at Nashville , Tennessee, 6/20/67, to
seek a restraining order to prevent the Tennessee State
Legislative investigation of Highlander Research Center '.

in Knoxville*

The article related that CHARLES MORGAN, JR.,
attorney and Director of AGLU v southern regional office
in Atlanta, arrived in Nashville 6/19/67 and is expected
to file the petition in USDC, Nashville, 6/20/67*

The article quoted him as saying that ACLU's
interest in the issue is "because of the effect of the
resolution of the General Assembly on the rights of
free expression in Tennessee and the nation as well as
their effects on equal civil and political rights of
Negroes ."

Memphis will fol£&*aWd keep the Bureau advised
oj any pertinent aevelop-ent.^

g ^ / - 7 $7/ ^ ^^)
Information copy being furnished Atlanta in view '

~* ACLU attorney CHARLES MORGAN, JR., of Atlanta, interest
case.

\<£V4jP
L

a^Bureau (RM)
2-Knoxville (61-12) <RM) ihtvi- ,

1-Atlanta (INFO) (RM) '^OjN'
-Ti^e-phis all INFORMATION CONTAINED

**
HLKLIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

S JUN 231967

DATE.
'' vT J U"L iSpelaP/gent in Charge

BY^ESj

t :
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Date; 7/3/67

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)
i

tQly

jAckom:

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (P)

8UBJBCT: '^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
18 - C

c Re Memphis airtel 6/16/67*

ftirW

For the Information of the Bureau and Knoxville,
The Nashville Banner , a Nashville, Tenn. daily newspaper, on
page 26, June 30, 1967, edition, had an article captioned
"KING: HIGHLANDER NOT SUBVERSIVE» . The article in part
Indicated that in Federal Court an affidavit filed bearing the
signature of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING on 6/30/67 indicated that
the Highlander Research Center at Knoxville is not subversive
and it never has been. KING in his affidavit, according to
the article, indicated that the philosop&y and activities of

Highlander Center are smilar to those of SCLC.

The article indicated that the second affidavit
was from MYLES HORTON, described as Highlander Head* In the
affidavit HORTON reportedly indicated he was a loyal citizen
of the United States and indicated that the school's activities
concerned programs designed to obtain full and equal political
freedom in civil rights for Negroes and other minority groups.
He claimed Kl an harassment.

The article indicated that arguments before U. S.

District Judge WILLIAM E* MILLER were expected to concentrate
on ^nether suit should be heard* by three judge Federal panel
or only by MILLER. RgJ 3 £ / _ XT/A 35 \>

Memphis will follow and keep the Bureau advised of
any pertinent developments* jgy

s > e_/£lBureau
^-Knoxville (61-12)
~2-_H£»phis .
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UNITED STATES GO\fc?NMENT

Memorandum
TO

fro:

r

mY
subject: O

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (C)

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL;
IS ^~C

00: KX

date: 8/23/67

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau, 7/3/67.

For the information of Knoxville and Bureau

,

there has been no recent publicity relative to the
Tennessee State Legislative Committee investigation
relative to captioned school.

Should there be any new developments in
this matter, Memphis will immediately advise the
Bureau and Knoxville.

<foL>

U-y

(^Bureau RM
2-Knoxville (61-12)
1 -Memphis

a-\fe

«£B- tf
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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October 30, 1967
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I-Ir. J. Edgar Hoover, Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C. 20530,
fNinth Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.)

Dear Mr. Hoover:

A writer to a forum in a newspaper recently stated with
regardijig the Highlander Folk School that, to quote:

"Racts — The FBI declares that Highlander is not now
*-!cr ever was a Communist training school".

Does the letterwriter have the facts correct or not?

I shall appreciate an early response.

Cordially yours,

Cs

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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CONHOTNTJAL November 6, 1067

«ss* ^1

$k Dea

Your letter of October SOth has been received.

In response to your Inquiry, this Bureau has

never Issued any such statement concerning the Highlander

Folk School as that which was attributed to the FBI in the

publication you mentioned. I am unable to furnish you any

information concerning this school since data in our files

must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regu-

lations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will

understand the Reason for this policy.

Sincerely yours,

(3ft

•:$i$\



4-750 (2-7-79)

<: c
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

i Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

Arc^Deleted under exemption(s) **"L/
' ^—

^

with no segregable

material available for release to vou.

EZJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

I 1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

i"~l Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies), .

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

bo advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

j/' For your information: LL TTEJC ffcggj
"
I H iP £> //j/g T^/

J\w\ Th* following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

&Lz2£ll- -?33

.\W.\Aa
XXXXXX

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X

XNO DUPLICATION FEE x
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



-"
_'• ."l\'i

\Aj

-***?

-/..ft

-J**

iL^ii-X •^ Vii.Jt.
- -m .l it .*. - V«».fi A/itfc^toktrnittiftit'it'itrtir .,- 'S^-fc.fcli^^ .->'

.•'^'[•i^-atii.

t
,Tr . ..T ... .„, .. .,.,.^ (S., >. ..,

'*b* 4t,jf6T

,-<Jo"^%^fe- <*

-)'

:. i

A.',
i i

Ask For It -It's Free!

To the Editors: The above is the title to my
, recent "Pardon Me, but . . ." newsletter which
> carefully outlines the Communist connections of-

.

• Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. Mrs. Nicholas Paul.

\ of Nashua has challenged in llicsc columns my
• statement that Highlander Folk School formerly
/ of Montcagle, Tenn. was a Communist training
' school.

She states that the "FBI declares
*
that

Highlander is not now nor ever was a Communist
.
Training School."

First, you must understand the role of the FBI.
By law, they can not issue clearances nor label as

i subversive, but must report any findings only to

the attorney general or as a sworn witness before

Congress. This Is the reason for the attorney*
general's list and why it is not called the FBI
subversive list.

Highlander Folk. School _was .ioiindcd_bi_Don_"
west, district tiire£Jox.of thn Cojpjnnmst Partyjn -

North Cnrolinn, and by Miles Horton. director .of^
'Commonwealth College" cited ns Communist by .

'

thcIii.S. attorney general April 27
f 194fL^ *

Miles Horton, in sworn testimony by a student,

William Eldridge is quoted as telling a Highlander
class, "Only revolution will bring about a change,
from our present form of government to the'

. Russian form of government."
As a result of this and other testimony,

1

Highlander Folk School was cited subversive by

»

the State of Tennessee and closed down by court
*

order in 1960. With this and other evidence
provided in my newsletter, Mrs. Paul maintains
that the school was not Communist. ,

She docs not suggest what it might be and
offers no supporting documentation. If you want
to know what I really wrote, write and ask for It,

-

NORDDDAVISjR. n
- .' v * • , *

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x
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Dear

been received.
^ ^^ * November 8th *"<* *« enclosure have

«„« ^
to resP°nse to your inquiries, this Bureau has never

SHE F*
8t3

f

l

ment concerning th^htoi^T^SSr I aT
data in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance^1"^ * the Department of Justice. I am sure Jou^munderstand the reason for this policy. —- *

mug&g

ii^V 16 1967

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover
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(Priority or Method of Mailing)
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Mr. Bdrai
Mr
Mr. McGui
Mr".' MohT.

Mr. Parsons.

Mr. Rosen.

IM^i Tunrn.
"Met Trotter_____

Mr. W.C.Sullivjra

Tele. Room
Mr. Holloman
Miss Gandy

TO:

FROM:

RE:

DIRECTOR FBI (61-7511)

SAC KNQXVILLE (61-12)

e>,

#
4^'.

rw
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL,
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
IS - X — INTERVAL SECUEITT - MISCELLANEOUS '

s

wight have whicbjpuld be _

tion . I I ffia^e n0 comment
conceri^-WCTureau * s interest col

and merely accepted his remark.

Any further information relative to thi»

matter will be brought to the attention of the Bureau.

GEARTY

: : .4 III INFORMATION CONTAINED

v^2 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED X j0>

;^V.>-

3 -.Bureau .

1
";' , ' .

1 - Knoxville / j;

*** 06TB 201959"
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S FEB 13 1959
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Office M « lum* UNITED
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SUBJECT

:

Director, FBI (61-7511)

SAC, Enoxville (01-13)

|T5^
GEgHaBder Polk School,
on teagle « Tennessee

GOVERNMENT

DATE: t/lB/m

21934

M-C

»irltt 13/31/56 and EaexTille
letter 1/81/57, captioned as
above (interex ttorn)

7jp

-^IP

A-',
-*'

.

iHl.'

't'>-*''--
,

*t

instructed
_ Investigation of the Highlander Folk School

is to he conducted and that it is net to be disenssed
with any person, pre or con.

•< t - Bnrean tBI

-p.lc alunformationconIaind-
BSE iWUH,?J
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Office M.err*uru>ndum

. Director, FBI (61-7511)
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UNITED MATHS GOVERNMENT

DATE: 2-24-59

,#

5
AC, Memphis (61-34)

subject^IGHLANBER FOLK SCHOOL
SM - C

'mms

press release made tnat aate oy uuwALU uaviubuw, t^nSioH
fehnessre~Federation for Constitutional Government, entitled

-joint Statement of ..State officers and Organization Leaders _
of ~TOe Tennessee Federation for Constitutional Government.

This statement -sets out the IacT that these^men SUPP°^
J**

proposal that a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature

investigate the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee

and set forth the basis for their stand. v.

Enclosed for the Bureau and Knoxville are autostat

copies of this statement.

C2- Bureau (61-7511) (end. -4) RM --:

1- Knoxville (end. -2) RM , - ;
•

2- Memphis (1-105-148) (TFCG)

d-61-34) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
IPS- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
y§r DATE^JaLBY^r^^
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Donald Davidson, Chairman DATE J~jsjP^ fiY

JOINT STATEMENT OF STATE OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATION
LEADERS OF THE TENNESSEE FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL. GOVKRNMEHT

In view of the past record of Highlander Folk School, it la no

surprise whatever that the Legislature should have in view a thorough
«

investigation of the institution. We heartily commend and support

their action.

What is surprising is that any informed citizens of Tennessee

would object to a action so obviously demanded' in the interest of the

public welfare and already too l6ng delayed. In this oonneotion we

refer particularly to a group of faculty members of the University

of the South who in a public letter have attacked the good faith and

impugned the motives of the duly elected members of our present

General Assembly. We deplore this display of academic gullibility

and folly. This group and a few other critics have been so ill-

advised as to accuse the Legislature of "McCarthyism* and "Witch

hunting.*1 We resent this insult offered to the Legislature and the

people of Tennessee.

The record of Highlander Folk School as a seat of agitation

and subversion is already we 11 -documented up to 1954, through the

Hearings and Reports of Congressional Committees. That record needs

-- ~o u*- ?ught up to date by careful inquiry, undertaken with special

reference to activities of the school in Tennessee. An historic op-*

portunity presents itself to the members of the Tennessee Legislature,

They, and perhaps only they, with their intimate knowledge of Tennessee

affairs, can finally get to the root of the trouble, at Highlander Folk

School. .-#* v. !..
l
- *. : i.'

In the Hearings of the U. S* Senate Sub-Committee on Internal

f» *



Security of March 18, 19, and 20, 1954, Highlander Polk School is

revealed through sworn testimony as having been a center of subversive

activity since 1940 or earlier. At these hearings Paul Crouch, for

seventeen years a communist leader, former Communist* District Organiser

for North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, testified as follows!

"Senator Eastland; »What is the Highlander Polk School?*

"Mr. Crouch: 'The Highlander Folk School is a school operated

at Monteagle, Tennessee ostensibly as an independent labor school but

actually working In close co-operation with the Communist Party. 1 n

On March 19, 1954 Mr. Crouch testified that in 1940 as Communist

:. ^.:^cr, he met with Myles Horton, James Dombrowski and Ed McCrea,

the Nashville Organizer of the Communist Party and "later my successor

as Tennessee Organizer," at Highlander Polk School. Mr. Crouch said

in reference to this meeting that "The Communist Party was anxious

to get the maximum results from Highlander Polk School without endan-

gering Mr. Horton or anyone."

Crouch explained that ". . . if it were to become public knowledge

e t.h»*. u,e Highlander Polk School was co-operating top closely with the

noERiurist Party and carrying on too much open Communist propaganda

it uould endanger its funds and its support . # ." (Pages 125-126)

On Page 135 of the official recorded Hearings of the Senate

Icvoo i I &* lion Mr. Arena, Counsel for the Committee, asked Mr. Crouch

the *o 11 owing question:

"i/~ A~*ns S "What conferences did you have there ^Highlander

Polk School7? What was the purpose of the conferences? What was

accoirpljshed in these 'conferences at the Highlander Polk School? 1

"Mr. Crouch: » The purpose of the conference was to work out a

jOhv *v which the Daily Worker (Official Communist Newspaper) would

(more )



be purchased by the school. They would be made accessible to the students,

that everywhere possible the instructors would refer to the Daily Worker,

to news that had come in it, to encourage the students to read it, and

it was agreed that the •Communist Party should have a student, a leader,

sent there as a student whose job it would be to look around for pros-

pective recruits, and Mildred White, now in Washington, D. C. was

selected to attend the Highlander Polk School for the purpose of recruiting

for the Communist Party and carrying the Communist Party line among the
*

student body there. 1

''Mr. Arena: *You said it was agreed? Who agreed?'
«

"Mr. Crouch: 'Mr. Horton and Mr. Dombrowski.'

"Mr. Arens: 'Did you ever solicit Mr. Horton for membership in the

Communist Party?'

"Mr. Crouch: »I did.'

"Mr. Arens: 'Tell the circumstances of that solicitation and what

transpired.'

"Mr. Crouch: 'At that meeting after we discussed the school I

asked Mr. Horton to become a formal member of the Communist party and

his reply was, as near as I can recall his words, 'I'm doing you Just

as much good now as I would if I were a member of the Communist Party.

I am often asked if I am a Communist "Party member and I always say 'no'.

I feel much safer in having no fear that evidence might be uncovered to

1 *-- 1
- ~: into the Communist Party, and therefore I prefer not to become

a member of the Communist Party.'" (Pages 135-136)

Crouch also identified Rev. Don West and Myles* Horton as "original

founders" of the Highlander Folk School but said West had earlier left

to engage in Socialist and Communist work in Georgia, North Carolina

and Kentucky.

(more

)
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On Page 150 of the Senate Hearings Mr. Horton couldn't "remember*

whether the above mentioned Mildred White was a student at Highlander

.Folk* School but said if she was "she was sent by a union, not by the

Communist Party. We accept no students from the Communist Party and

never have. 1*

Thereupon Mr. Horton, who now offers to be so co-operative with

the Legislature of Tennessee, grew so obstreperous at Senator Eastland's

* * questioning on Mildred White that the senator ordered the marshal to

eject Horton from the room. (Page 151, Senate Hearings, March, 1954)

l The above quotations are only a small portion of the evidence

% printed in Congressional records up *to 1954*

The Tennessee Legislature has the right anjl the duty to inquire

y into more recent activities of Highlander Folk School, particularly

into the widely publicized meeting of the summer of 1957. This Beeting

has not yet been investigated* It was attended by a number of well-

known Communists, fellow-travelers, leftists, and well known agitators

from points of friction in the South*

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether

there is a connection between such Highlander meetings and the disorders

and incitements to disorder occurring at Clinton, Nashville, Little

Rock, Atlanta, Montgomery, and other places.

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether,

by reason of, its activities and policies, Highlander Folk School is

acting in violation of Tennessee laws or is conspiring to violate our

laws •

When the facts have been duly determined by such inquiry as the

Legislature, the sovereign governing body of Tennessee $ may undertake,

it can then be decided whether the school and its administrators are

(more

)



subject to prosecution for creating a public nuisance and constituting

a threat to the peace and tranquility of Tennessee.

Signed;

Professor Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt University
Chancelor Wayne Cox of Henry County
Bob Murray, Mayor of Huntington
District Attorney General Dave Murray of Jaokson
Dr. John M. Aden of Vanderbilt University
Ben I, King, Former U. s. Marshal of Gibson County
Bob Guinn, Contractor of Hardin County
Roy Boyd, Clerk and Master of Tipton County
Dick German, District Attorney General of Crockett *

John McNail,' Gibson County Banker
Swing J. Harris, Former State Senator of Hardeman County
A. S. Inghram, President, Tennessee Federation, Madison County
**rank Daniels, Lion Oil Executive of Jackson
Henry Vaughn, County Clerk of Tipton
Rev. James E. Savor, Church of the Advent, Nashville
W # E. Michaels, Attorney and Author .of Sweetwater
Dick Burrow, Jr., American Legion Anti-Subversive Committee
C. C. Bradley, Insurance Executive of Nashville
George Nolan, Manufacturer of* Nashville
Robert Hardee, Esq., Magistrate of Madison County
John Sanford, Co\pty Attorney of Lauderdale
Robert Thomas, Attorney of Lauderdale .

L. L. Dennis, Merchant of Tipton
Robert E. Lee Galimore, Former State Senator of Weakley
Dean Grooms, Former Speaker of the S enate of Weakley -

W, M. Miles, Former S tate Senator of Obion
Prentice Wynn, Lake County Land Owner
E, T. Palmer, Mayer of Dyers burg
JJugh Patten, Planter of Haywood
Ted Cunliffe, Secretary, Tennessee Federation, Madison County
Charles Stanfield, Contractor of Jackson
Rev. E. R. Warhurst of Jackson . -

C. W. Miles, III, Attorney of Obion
John W. Hart, Attorney of Obion
R. D. Fry, Attorney of Obion
W. M. Allison, Banker of Lake County
Clay F. Wynn, Land Owner of Lake County
Rev. Wallace R. Terry, Nashville
neater Mason, Realtor of Nashville
Leonard B. Cash, Businessman of Nashville
Rev, Truman Rouse of Jackson >'

Steve Carter, Planter of Madison County
L. V. Dubose, Businessman of Nashville
Dr. Hughes Chandler of Jackson
Travis Pegues, Planter of Madison County
Lloyd Harris, Ginner and Planter of Hardin
Dr. John Morris, Fayette . •

Virgil Luck, Ginner of Fayette
R. C. Ferguson, Planter of Henderson
Jack Kershaw, Vipe Chairman, Tennessee Federation,^ Nashville



.in <• i t i li-'lh'' MiJfr in

H ©

Highlander Probe

Measure Signed

2 From Shtlby U
Aid Invtitigotf^w

/

j
NASHVILLE. Tenn. — Gov.

Buford Ellington today signed a
•joint House-Senate resolution
calling for an investigation of

| the Highlander Folk School in'

Grundy County.

Shortly afterward, Senate
[Speaker William, D. B&ird and
'House Speaker James L. Bomar
jannounced the appointment of a
five-man committee to conduct

Ithe probe.

! Committee members are Sens.
Barton Dement of Murfreesboro,

I
Lawrence Hughes of Arlington
and Reps. Alan Hanover of

i
Memphis, Carter Patten of
Chattanooga and Harry Lee Sen-
der of Bristol, all Democrats.

|
"I want this investigation to

[reflect dignity on this body, at
I

I

am sure it will." Bomar said.
'"It should be tboro and com-
,p3ete.

M

I He directed the committee to
report its findings at thts ses-
sion of the General Assembly.
An appropriation of 55000 wat
approved to pay expenses of the
investigation.

The resolution alleged that
subversive activities have been
centered around the interracial
school jn past years.

Myles Horton. director of the
school, has denied any Commu-
nist link and called fof a /yl!
investigation.

V
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MEMPHIS PRESS-SCIMITAR
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February 20, 1059^ **;-

-i| $

ALL !NFORMATIC
M v^Jtp V

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFItff g

Tour letter of February 16t 1959, has been
received, and I appreciate your enclosing the copy of the

item on the^Hi^landexXofeJSchnol. .

•:j .

J>

V^'M

7>m

i

•y$

While I would like to be of service, the function

of this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering agency does not

extend to furnishing evaluations or clearances of individuals, ^
publications or organizations. Supplying data of the type you f o

^
requested, in effect, would constitute an approval or disapproval h* -<

af'Jhe group yon named; therefore, I am unable to answer your g ^
inquiry. I hope you will not ltder in this regard that we do or g i

dcrnot have in our files the information you desire.

j;™

:, . itv

* --.?-4<

Sincerely yours,

** Bdgag Hoove*/
:

1 - Indianapolis - Enclosure
*

NOTE:fl not identifiable in Bufiles. We havE received s

numbe^^opies of the item he enclosed which deals wjth an

interracial school in Tennessee*.

,V£
COMM - FBI

C. Sullivan _
->»* Room_
""'"•"TWI .

%£§&'A WAILED 50
wn

a

V- .*



".
f

FD-36 (Rev.
(
12-13-56) m • «r —-

I * J . . .

-^:V.--^ V ^.HV^.:---*-'.

FBI __

Date: 2/21/69

•.*» » ***'.

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

/Type in plain text or code)

Via
AIRMAIL

r

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

^W:

FRO*:

HIGHLANDER FOL* SCHOOL,
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
IS - X

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-75H)

SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

*.>

1959.
Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau, dated February 13,

There is submitted herewith one copy of news article
entitled "Probe of School Opens Saturday", which appeared in the
February 20, 1959, issue of the Chattanooga Times . The article
reflects that District Attorney General jT M. McCARTT of Wartburg,
Tennessee, will serve as counsel for the investigating committee.

v r
i»

•-"» ^

G E A R T Y

**»*

%>

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^kUBY^gg^

EX. 1®

/C W
3 - BUREAU (En
1_tl KNOXVILLE

Is

-ft

Approved: Kfr*'

&* bl-O&f-W]

*:#»':«.,
.«"**

* //

SpeciaJ Agent in Charge :.

Sent

7C
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PROBE OF SCHOOL

OPENSSATURDAY

^isit to Tracy City Is First

Order of Business for

Highlander Study

Fron Chattanooga Tim*t B«reu»

NASHVILLE — The Legisla-

ture's select committee to inves-

tigate the Highland Folk School

decided Thursday to makt a
visit to Tracy City early Satur-

day to begin its inquiry.

The committee decided against

a visit to the adult educational

institution at Monteagle, and
the plan was reported to involve

discussions with several Grundy
County residents who claim to

have information about the

School.

This first major step in the

committee's inquiry came after

Dist. Atty. Gen. J. M. McCartt
of Wartburg agreed to serve as
general counsel without compen-
sation.

McCartt, a Republican, was
retained by the committee,
which U composed of five Dem-
ocrats.

Hopton to Assist

Tn another development, W. E.
. (Bud) Hopton, director of the
[Tennessee Bureau of Criminal
'identification, agreed to supply
agents to assist in the inquiry.

Hopton 's agents are expected
to visit Monteagle and other

points in that vicinity over the
weekend and draw up a list of

prospective witnesses for the

committee to question in its first

public hearings here next week.
The agents will submit names,

and the committee will issue or-

ders for the witnesses to report.

The committee met briefly

during the morning for a dis-

cussion of materials already in

its hands but McCartt failed to
arrive in time for this session.

So another meeting was held
later tn the day for a further
review of this material, which
consisted largely of pamphlets,
newspaper clippings and trans-
cripts of testimony from fed-
erai agencies and congressional
committees which had had a
look at the racially integrated
school in times gone by.
The committee has obtained a

certified copy of the school's

charter, which was issued by
the secretary of state in 1934.

Tt authorizes .operation of a non-
profit corporation for "adult
worker education, training of

"rural and industrial leaders and
general academic education,"

;
Listed as incorporators are

JMyles Horton. t h ft, school'!
•*-n»nder 'and 3U1] lis director;

Elizabeth Hawes, James DoflV

browski, Rupert Hampton and
Malcolm Qfciaolm. >

Chisolm was described by
committee member as a former
Chattanooga resident who died

fighting for the loyalists in the

Spanish civil war in 1035-36.

The visit to Tracy City was
proposed as an informal pr

ceeding during which explor;

tory operations will be c

ducted.

was
pr*

3

CHAT. TlMfcS

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN iS UKCLASSirlED

DATE_d£J£4_BY&P&nr
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director
The Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

Fifteen professors at Sewanee have been under
fire locally I BHP for supporting theu Highlander Folk School_during an investigation by
a legislative committee of the State of Tennessee,
The Charleston News and Courier has written numerous
editorials attacking Highlander and the professors for
stating their belief that the school! is not communist*
The editorials have been most abusive in the criticism
of the professors, and I feel that the newspaper editor
woulk like to have these professors disassociate them-
selves from the Highlander investigation or be removed
from their positions at Sewanee.

You no doubt handle thousands of requests like
this one, but I feel that in defence of a cherished
institution, the University of the South, I should
seek your advice. I would find it very helpful if
anything could be made available to me that has been or
could be made public concerning the status of Highlander
Folk School so far as the Federal Bureau of Investigation
is concerned. I have long heard that Highlander has
been investigated by your great agency of our government.
I have also heard that the State Department routes
visitors to the Tennessee area there.

tip

1m am

LJ
't

- fyf €<

£~xt^ )
with best -wisiib**;! am,

U^ALL INFORMATICS CONTAINED £•*.
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r«r letter dated Uirch 5, 2950, km* been
r#ee<p*<f «sd v«»r imtereet **4 «*rc«ta fa tfef# matterare indeed appreciated*

«<ftrf«* tftat tVaaifu f« the /« # a •/ t**« bureau i*
maintained ae confidential mud available for official
nee only in accordance mtth a regulation of the
department of Juetice. I regret, the refere 9 thmt
I am unable te he of aoo tetance te you m

. AW J • «Br* *«« mill understand the necessity
for this policy mnd mill not tnfer became ef mo Kinability to be ef assistance that me do or do not 2

cog

have U «r/H«i tft« l»/»r»«*<»» yau detirt.

ALUM FORMATION CONTAINED' ."
**»eer.i„ ,«,-«,

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \ , . ... ,,^ Hoover

DATE (?KH BY^ES
cWros ^

s

4

Btirr.Dit j£—
Mohr ^nji-4n
Neon ,—^_i^..

/o&n Tdgar Boo&er *

J - SauarcnaJi (Enclosure)**(See note? J&pe £jj^^?* -X-.

? - r«oxi/t22e (Enclosure) (See note, page S.) *•

..ffee note on yellow, page 3.
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ATTENTION: SACs, Savannah and Knoxvill« ,^- , , + .

y-. .
,
.s ^ „,

Enclosed is a copy of the correspondent**
communication, Bufiles contain no identifiable data
concerning the correspondent* /"- ,..: ' **--'

J'or *?itf information of the Savannah Office* "'/.',.
.,

the Highlander Folk School at Uonteagle, Tennessee, '
.

° !

reportedly is supported primarily by, donations of
individuals and labor unions in the form of payments
for students attending its courses. It offers courses
of instruction in labor organisations, social economics, ' *

.

and general field of lab or ^e ducat ion* It has had Communist
Party members on its staffland has accepted communists
as students. However, it has never offered courses •/ ? *"

instm ction in communism nor has the Communist. Party ever .

succeeded in gaining control of the schoolT^Ime to its
interracial character, it has been the subject of numerous
allegations that it represents the headquarters $f communism
in fast Tennessee. These allegations have never been
substantiated. The Bureau has in the past conducted an
-investigation of the school and its officials based upon,
complaints of communist activities at the school. Much
of the subversive derogatory information concerning the

;

,-'..

school was later repudiated by the persons previously
furnishing the information* ../.'

...

?'^.. -,-., _-; .
."-•^-* -*"

^r*'^
:

:*f :>v ':

*»*$

v -.'.

-£-

CON^ENTIAL*
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criticised 6y
the Commissi

o

page /older o

1957, meeting
communist tra
Tennessee Sta
appointing a
activities at

school in recent years has been severely,
the Georgia Commission on Education and %*:

:

n has given wife circulation of a /our- ^
n the school relating to a tabor Dap,- *;

-

;

The Commission refers to it as a r

ining school. On January 28, 2959, the '

te Legislature passed a -resolution £. - .'-"-

co»Biittee to investigate communist <-_

the school. -
.'.

'

. .-.;.-
i-:

:

r-

»-"& /
*"~~

.:i

$svs

(61-7511) •

The above is furnished for your information.
The Savannah and Knoxville Office saare cautioned to be
most circumspect in the handling of inquiries concern-,
ing the Highlander Folk School and be certain the
Bureau does not become involved in this controversy.*/

r

?&$STE ON YELLOW:

;i.;='.e-i

.t>

r . _„ i~ors at this

TrurrszT-g-Trre now under fire for supporting the Bighlande

rj^lk School during an investigation by legislative committ
:

v^rf^ :
- "—"*/ the State of Tennessee . Being concerned with the well-

f^^^M^eing and protection ef the University of the South,he - Vy
** /W^~ inquires whether the Bureau can furnish him information .^
'^K?̂ M0^ which can be made public concerning the status of the > ';[' i

W?:^B Highlander Folk School insofar as the FBI is concerned, y

r
ee

:B* « j J. *

-3-
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Jn view -of the extremely controversial
nature of the Highlander Tolls School, Hhepast ^z.
attacks upon it by the Georgia Commission of •:

'"

Education and the most recent investigation by
'

^

a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature,
a files confidential reply will best *etve the
Bureau's interest in this matter* ....... "/'.-• V. *,..* -
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirw

We understand that the FeoV^al Bureau of Investigation
haw made an investigation of the Highlander. Folk School at
Honteagle, Tennessee. As an agency of the Khcxville Minis-
terial Association and concerned citizens of Tennessee, we
are anxious to have all pertinent information which you are
able to give us relative to this school.

There have been widespread accusations of disloyalty
directed against the Highlander School. We feel that if
these accusations are founded in fact, we as citizens and
lsaders of our churches need to know itj and if they are not
founded in fact, we wish to be in a position to presdnt to
the public the true picture.

Respectfully yours,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
Prn

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
v

J^ %
/

« MAR

I ' -\C~Cj

^1959

_ * V A~
i *

!\ «J32|(1|,j;

ffrif '-TfX'-J..-ijlf:-* ?'r-r;*n?*n.>n »li^.. _ __
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DAT^2
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cP^tf
four letter dated Jforcfc 14, 1959, has

been received and the motive which prompted your
communication is indeed appreciated*

-A

While I would like to be of assistance,
.

tfte function of the FBI as a fact-gathering agency
does not extend to furnishing evaluations or ,;

jiV
>

coro7j£7it« concerning the character or integrity of /
any individual, organisation or publication*
Furthermore, information in the files of this
Bureau is maintained as confidential and available
for official use only in accordance with a regulation
of the Department of Justice. I regret, therefore,
that Z am unable to comply with your request for
information* , , ..*,

t
<

I am sure you will understand the necessity
for this policy and will not infer from my inability
to be of assistance that we do or do not nave in our
files the information you desire* a

Sincerely yours.

K\
~z

LSI

MAILED >

MAR2 3*1959

_ comm-em

WTEagfir" Hooves

o

rn

John

P -,«.«>'

To™,
Ttott*

r^7

^^
% - Khoxvtlle {Enclosure) SEE NOTE, PA&fr

^EE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE J?' ^
Co

if Z>aw
yuSh
/a vkS
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ATTENTION: SAC, Xnoxville >;.-...

Enclosed is a. copy of correspondent's letter.
Buftles contain no identifiable data concerning the
correspondent and no derogatory informa tion

Former Assistant to the Director L. B. Nichols
spoke before this Association in 1937. (94-1-2139)

The Highlander Folk School , Mont eagle, Tennessee,
is well known to your office.

only.
The above data is furnished for your information

Ci^"$

t --

STJ.

NOTE ON YELLOW: ... '....--.— -"'-

The Highlander Wolk School has been the subject
'

of numerous allegations that it is a communist school and
...

the headquarters of communism in east Tennessee, due
primarily to its interracial character. These allegations ;

have never been substantiated. It has been given wide '*-.

publicity by the Georgia Commission on Education which
issued a pamphlet chargirg it is a communist training-
school. On January 28, 1959, the Tennessee State Legislature,
passed a resolution appointing a committee to investigate
the school. (61-7511) v /:

' ".

In view of the extremely controversial nature of
this school, the past attacks upon it by the Georgia . el

..

Commission on Education and the pending inquiry by the~
:

~ r ;

Tennessee State Legislature, the above reply is believed iV/it

best serve the purposes of the Bureaus -.
. . k ,.

-2-
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April 29, 1959

Dectass hp*
When

:&i

i'.^ y

was in Washington
he talked with Assistant Director C. 0. De loach And indicated that tie -

was Interested In thFTiighlander Fols School at Monte a^le, Tennessee. -#-?£_
H is desired that you contact^ |p ou a highly confidential basis

and advise him that thifc school has been the subject ot * ^reat deal ol \
controversy.

You may tell

^

^ that the schooi *ifers couisea
of instruction in social economics, labor organisation and labor ^.ut^i.-..

Furthermore, it has had Communist i arty members on its. stall [*nd has
accepted communuts as students. It should be pointed out, however, that

the Communist Party has never succeeded in gaining control ol the school
nor does the school oiler courses of Instruction in Communis mTl^^ view
of its interracial character, there have been many allegations uiat it

represents tne headquarters of communlsn. i<i easten ennessee. Hue
allegation has never been substantiated.

It should be pointed out toH tnai in recent ^ '

years, the school has been severely criticized by the Georgia Commission
on Education, and the Commission has given wide circulation ol a four-
page folder relating to a Labor Day meeting in 1957.

4-7c
,\

A

<J
t,fi

B«lMant _

D»Uoch
**©«*• ...

Unfa __

1

i

f

Attached are Photostats of some items which you may make /^ \

available toflHHHBP Tb*y Include the following: (1) a Photostat of a v /C~
clipping from Ths Chattanooga Tunes, February 20, 1959, (2) a Photostat
of tae above-mentioned paper put out by the Georgia Commission on Education,
and (3) a Photostat of an article from The Chattanooga Times for February 11,

1959. You should advise the Bureau of the results of your contact with

\/ II**'-!-.^? re* p ,.
.;

'

rr^M^ it-flu jr^^if^".:;*-/'
:v **•• .- VI

BI

Enclosures (3)
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W.C. Sullivan _
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES \JX/T umitujjii a

TO a: Director, FBI (61-7511)

FROM "T^^AC, Memphis (61-34)

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
IS - C

DATE: 4-2-59 ^K*^~

Knoxville Origin

Transmitted herewith is a letterhead memorandum contain- /^^T"}
ing information obtained on a confidential basisMM & IJS

W*-:-% /

fc-"'
"*&.%'

2- Bureau (61-7511) (encl
2- Knoxville(61-12) (encl. -2)
1- Atlanta(info) (encl.-l)
1- Boston(info) (encl.-l)
1- Chicago (info) (encl.-l)

' I* Dallas(info) (encl.-l)
"' n

. Jacksonville (info) (encl.-l)
v 1- Little Rock(info) (encl.-l)

1- Los Angeles (info) (encl.-l)
1- Louisville(info) (encl.-l)
1- Mobile(info) (encl.-l)
1- Newark(info) (encl.-l)

1- New Haven (info) (encl.-l)
1- New York (info) tend. -1)
1- Norfolk (info) (encl.-l)
1- Phi*adefr>fcia(info) (encl.-l)
1- San Franciscb( info) (encl.-l)
1- St'. Louis

(

info) (encl . -1)
1-* Memphis (.6 1-34) 1

*icmz

3± 6

mm\ <&SEE REVERSE sms FOR
ADD. DISSIMiHAIMN.,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

, . DDno .
ft
.. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

68 APR 231959 datfjE)^ ryj^

34 APR 6 1959

=*/<
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Post Office Box 9^8
Savannah, Georgia

June 8, 1959

Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach
Assistant Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Deke:

I have had our files checked on the John's
Island branch of the Highlander Polk School, and
I hope that the attached information will be of
help.

As you know, the Bureau has instructed that
we are not to get involved in any controversy
relating to the Highlander Folk School, and no
investigation of it is to be conducted.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

4-ncr

jju. k4

' 1 fl9,

f\ ^vV* «» 0/ 1$ W-&I

\1 M ** ttS9

S

( < \s

\
^ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED.
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HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL
JOHN'S ISLAND BRANCH

7^

Si

e*-;.-.r*i " ' ^

The Knoxvllle Office, by letter dated
January 21, 1957, advised that the files of that office
pertaining to the Highlander Folk School disclosed no
information received from any volunteer sources regarding
any "experimenting" on John's Island on the part of the
Highlander Folk School. The file did disclose that various
sources had volunteered information that the school holds
Reap tons of study during the summers which are called "work
shops". It was reported that persons from various sections
of the country had been in attendance at such sessions.
Among the topics listed for discussions at the work shop
held in 1956 were "Positive Resistance, Registering and
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Voting, Joint Committee Activity, Transportation, Housing,
Parks and Action Through Churches". It was not known-

t

whether the "experiments " on John's Island had any relation
to these work shoi
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The following article captioned "Classes M'

'

Here Sponsored by Polk School", by OTIS^TERKINS, appeared in
the News and Courier, a daily newspaperepublished in Charleston,
South Carolina, on March 11, 1959: \

"Interracial Highbnd Folk School,
which has been under investigation in Tennessee,
has sponsored citizenship classes among Charleston
County Negroes for the last two years.

"The latest of such classes was
completed on John's Island last Thursday. Similar
classes —all plugging registration and voting —
also have been held on Edisto Island and Wadmalaw
Island.

"Reports of the classes had been
rumored here for sometime. Their operation was
verified yesterday by the man who helped set them
up.

"He is Esaw Jenkins, a soft-spoken,
mild-mannered Negro leader of John's Island.

Jenkins, who missed formal educa-
tion, says there's nothing secret or ulterior
about his own brand of private education. He
gives the impression, himself, of being educated,
which grew from private tutoring as an adult.

— 2 —
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" 'We only want to make them better
citizens, f he told this reporter on the island last
night. 'The main thing is to teach them voting.
We want them to understand how to vote intelligently.
We teach them what they ought to know so that when
they go down there to register there won't be any
embarrassment.

'

"The robust Negro leader spoke as he
sat in the rear seat of an automobile in front of
Wesley AME Church about nine mEes northwest of
Charleston on River Road.

"Strangely, not a single white person,
including the county school superintendent or even
officials of the Islands' Citizens. Councils, had
any direct knowledge the Negro adult classes were
being held.

"Jenkins, an honor member of the
National Assn. for the Advancement of Colored People,
said he long had been interested in the Negro people
of John's Island, where he grew up.

"He said he heard about the Highlander
School and its operation sometime before the classes
were set up.

"In 1955, two white girl students
of the Tennessee school came to Charleston. They
sat with Negroes to observe court procedure.
They were admitted integrationists.

"Jenkins recalled they visited his
John's Island home while here. He said also that
Myles Horton, founder and director of Highlander
Folk School, had visited in Charleston County.
Horton last was here about a year ago, Jenkins said.

"Jenkins said he approached Highlander
on setting up adult classes here.

"Highlander personnel, according to
reports, came here and set up the school and then
left them to local leadership. Jenkins said the
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y^TRobinson, OjZZ***-*teacher at John's Island Is Bernice
who is paid by the foundation through' Highlander
Folk School. He says the teachers at Wadmalaw
and Edisto Islands also apparently work under the
same arrangement,

I
"She declined to discuss details

3 of the operation last night, saying such would
I have to come from Highlander. The arrangement
1 by which teachers are paid and the number of

:t students enrolled also are available only through
if

Highlander records at the school's Monteagle,

|
Tenn., headquarters, she said,

y^/i "The class sessions, whi6h last
pr;

J about three months for each group of students,
are held two hours nightly in a building formerly
owned by the John's Island School -District. The
property was purchased by Jenkins, who also operates
a grocery store in front of the structure housing
the classroom.

"Subjects, besides voting, include
reading, writing and sewing, Jenkins reported.
He said several men and women students can neither
read nor write. Some progress well, be added,

"Jenkins teaches the voting classes,
which are held in conjunction with the Palmetto
State Voters Assn. The association meets each
Monday night. Its purpose, like that of the
classes, is to promote Negro registration and
voting.

"Students of the classes and persons
attending the association meetings, are given sample
South Carolina voter registration application blanks

"The forms are explained point-by-
point and line by line. 'We also try to teach them
the meaning of some of the words, ' Jenkins said.

"The next classes will be held in
*** December, Jenkins said. He explained that they
j& are held for the period of December through Peb-

i^' ruary because no farming is being done during that
c"\ period.
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"Many of the people attending the
classes, one John ! s Islander reported, are com-
pletely illiterate. They come in from remote
sections. 'Some of them never have seen the city, 1

he explained. 'They have no idea what's going on
outside their section.

•

"Jenkins, in answer to a question,
said he didn't "believe Horton of the controversial
Highlander school is a communist. Jenkins said
Horton never did or said anything as far as he
knew to indicate he was a Red.

"The school has been accused of
harboring subversive elements and of being a
breeding ground for agitators. It faces the loss
of its charter as a privately operated institution
as a result of the investigation by the Tennessee
Legislature.

"'We don't believe in violence,'
Jenkins said of his association. 'We tell our
people to be respectful. This thing (integration)
can't be done over night. It's a revolution.
There's no use of us fighting over it.' He said
the Highlander school hadn't suggested the classes
as a tool of integration.

"Jenkins owns, besides the grocery,
a restaurant in Charleston and some buses. He is
a leader of the Wesley Church.

"He says he hopes to start a Negro
housing project on the island — to get Negroes out
of shacks.

"* Maybe that would serve as an example
and they'd try to build better houses,' he commented.
Jenkins says he believes in teaching by example. He
has put three children through college, and has one
child in high school and another in grammar school.
He says he hopes other Negroes will do likewise."

— 5 —
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SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

O,HIGHLANDER FOIJC SCHOOL
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Enclosed are two copies of newspaper
clippings appearing in The Chattanooga Times,
a daily publication, Chattanooga, Tennessee, on
August 2, 1959, page 1, concerning this school.
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ARRESTED IN RAID

Padlock Petition Against

School Being Prepared

After Whisky Found

ourt tviumh

'rciark, 61,

Special to The Chattanooga Timt$

MONTEAGLE, Term.—Armed
with search warrants obtained

late Friday night from a jus-

tice of the peace at his home,

ci.i,ly and state officers led

by Dist. Atty, Gen. A. F. Sloan

raided the controversial High-

lander Folk School near here

and broke up a banquet attend-

ed by 30 or more Negro couples

and several white persons.

Sloan disclosed Saturday that

e was preparing a padlo«k

etition against the school, io

e presented in court "withfn

is next few days."

Mrs. Septima P^Clark
| who identified herself as di-

i rector of education At the

: school, was placed under ar-

Irest after officers discovered

(quantities of whisky and gin

ion the property.

; TJu-ee young men, who re-

'portedly Interfered with the of-

ficers in their efforts to take

(Mrs. Clark into custody, also

were arrested and taken to the

I

Grundy County jail in Alta-

imont.

! Released on Bond
i All were released early Sat-

urday morning after posting

cash bonds for appearance at

a preliminary hearing next

Thursday at 4 p.m. In Alta,

itioni, presumably before Squire

John P. Wright, who issued

the search warrants".
j

Mrs. Clark's bond was set

at |500 on the whisky posses-

Brent Eugene^n^HBi,.. 22,

of, Los Angeles;' Guy Hughes

tCarawan Jr,.
t

32, also of Los

Angeles' 'in . entertainer with

some renown as a folk singer

and musician, and Ferry Mac-

KajM«turges, 84, Shelter Island

Heights, N.T. (,". » f pt> ,'
''.' '*:

The men, as well as others at

the school, had been participating

in one of the regular summer

workshops conducted by the insti-

tution which has admitted its

strong advocacy of racial "Integra-

tion.

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad-

lock petition against the school

would be presented to Circuit

Judge C. C. Chattin, explaining

that the school then would have

five days to appear in couri and

answer the petition. I

e attorney general sail his

petifon "in all likelihood' ifculd

Ptf.ce Eleven, Column (Jt

IRESTED IN RklD
From Page One

t
also Include a request for an or-

der that the charter of Highlander

be revoked. If such an order were

issued, it would be directed to the

secretary of state.

A legislative investigating

committee earlier this year con-

cluded its probe of the school;

by urging action leading toward

revocation of the charter.

81oan said he would charge in

his padlock petition that the

school is a "public nuisance" and

is "engaging in law violations" by
possessing and serving whisky

and other intoxicating beverages

in a dry county.

Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro
woman, was the only school offi-

cial present when the raiding

party arrived late Friday night

Mylei Horton, director trf the"

school, reportedly is abroad with

his family. Mrs. Clark told officers

she was in charge In Horton's ab-

sence.
•oining Sloan in the raid were

Elston Clay, Grundy County sher-

J
v

Highlander FoDc SchoolW
many years has h»»V npf-m tfng

al a naming •choorior labor

leaders from throughout the na-

;

tion, but especially in the South,
I and has pushed openly for a
speed-up in school integration in

the Southern states. Most of;

the seminars and workshops «tj

Highlander are operated on anj

integrated basis.
|

Charges that the school has
Communistic leanings were ex-
plored rather thoroughly by the
legislative committee, several

members of which felt t».at the

ultra-liberal positions of High-
lander officials place them in

the class of "left-wingers." Hor-
ton and others on the staff have
denied repeatedly any Commu-
nist connections and the inv
tigttors failed to turn up
rea proof to support the char,

T* committee, however,
! remmmend that the schools

I

status as a tax-exempt instl-

l
tution be ended and its charter

revoked.
Should Judge Chattin sustain

the attorney general's plea for

padlocking the school, the order
would remain in effect until the

October term of circuit court
when another hearing would be
scheduled on the question of

making the order permanent
Sloan said Saturday that he

had no intention of denying

esidential use of the home* on
he grounds of the school, but
at his petition, if granted,

ould prohibit their continued

se as gathering places and sites

or the institution's regular op-
v
l

t
'"T11i _

1 <-
.- ( P

The Chatta-
nooga Times
8-2-59
Page 1

Chattanooga,
Tennessee

Martin. S.

Ochs, Editor

Knoxville
Office

, ,
Iff; Kenneth Shelton, Tennessee

sion charge. The men, releaydj t^thi of Criminal Identification;

cojnty deputies aw* as—fcjprs oi

the highway patrol. ,; .

under bond of $250 each on

charges of drunkenness, inter-

fering wis*- *f

f

iitfi and resist-

ing arrest, were identified as
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Padlock Petition Against

School Being Prepared

After Whisky Found

Special to The Chattanooea Time$

MONTEAGLE, Tenn.—Armed
with search warrants obtained

late Friday night from a jus-

tice of the peace at his home,
county and state officers led

Brent Eugene garksda}
Jf LW8 "Angeles; Gv. y 13

I Carawan - Jr., 32, also of Los
Angeles, an entertainer with
jSome renown as a folk linger

|«nd musician, and Perry Mac-
(Kay Sturges, 34, Shelter Island

Heights, N.Y.

The men, as well as others at

the school, had been participating
|j

Highlander Folk School for
- j^^inany years has been JJpiAting

.•.I HSTT training school for labor
leaders from throughout the na-

tion, but especially in the South,

and has pushed openly for a
speed-up in school integration in

the Southern states. Most of

the seminars and workshops at

Highlander are operated on an
integrated basis.

Charges that the school has

in one of the regular summerf Communistic leanings were ex-

workshops conducted by the insti- ^S^^^2^S
tution which has admitted its

te*UIaUve committee,

strong advocacy of racial integra-

tion.

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad-

lock petition against the school

would be presented to Circuit

|

petition "in all likelihood" won

j

SeePage Eleven, Column Oi

jj/Jr HIGHLANDER
WRESTED IN R

From Page One

!?ist. Atty. Gen. A. F. Sloan Jud*e C- C- ChatUn, explaining

raided the controversial High- teat the sch001 U*en would have

li lander Folk School near he^'W^y* to appear In court an*

-'and broke up a banquet attend- j

*2*'er the Petition,

•led by 30 or more Negro couplesT
The attorney B«n«a] »id

'and several white persons. ''P4* 1'011 "ta 8l1 likelihood" i

j Sloan disclosed Saturday that

]he was preparing a padlock
! petition against the school, to

i be presented in court "within

thfv next few days

Sis. Septima P. Clark,! 61k

j

with identified herself asJ di-

rc-^tor of education at I the

; school, was placed under* ar*

I
rest after officers discovered

j

quantities of whisky and gin

! on the property.

j
Three young men, who re-

portedly interfered with the of-

ficers in their efforts to tske

JMrs. *CIark into custody, also

.were arrested and taken to the

jGrur.dy County jail in Alta-

jmont.

Released on Bond

MD

m\ oralso include a request for «n or-
der that the charter of Highlander
be revoked. If such an order were
Issued, it would be directed to the

secretary of state.

A legislative investigating
committee earlier this year con-
cluded its probe of the school
by urging action leading toward
revocation of the charter.

8loan said he would charge to
his padlock petition that the
school is a "public nuisance" and
fs "engaging in law violations" by

All were released early Sat- ^"Sf iS?.
8
«
rvIn

£
WWSky

. „ . .. .. and otner Intoxicating beverages
urday morning after posting Jn a dry county.
cssh bonds for appearance at! Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro
a preliminary hearing next! woman, was the only school offl-

Thursday at 4 p.m. in Alta-i cSal present when the raiding

.-^nt. presumably before Squire' gf/S,
***** tat? FrMay night.

w • w» ,. . , My\e* Horton, director of theWright, who issued schooIi reportedlv is m^ £*
his family. Mrs. Clark told officers
she was in charge in Horton's ab-
sence.

Joining Sloan in the raid were

. J v * . •„*« u N?i
st0fl aay

-
Grundy county »b*r-

!
under hond of $250 each _on;!«f; Kenneth Shelton. Tennessee
(charges of» ' *i unlr ejmess, in iff- 1

Bmeau ef Criminal Identificataao : i

i-fertng with officers and resist- ^""ty deputies and fflembersoT

ling arrest, were Identified M f
he-h^way »*"*• *

: the search warrants.

I

Mrs. Clark's bond was set

at J5>00 on the whisky posses-

sion charge. The men, released

several

members of which felt taat the
ultra-liberal positions of High-
lander officials place them in

the class of "left-wingers." Hor-
ton and others on the staff have
denied repeatedly any Commu-
nist connections and the inves-

tigators failed to turn up spy
real proof.to support the chaare.

Thf committee, however, lid
reolmmend that the school's

status as a tax-exempt insti-

tution be ended and its charter
revoked.

Should Judge Chattin sustain

the attorney general's plea for

padlocking the school, the order
would remain in effect until the

October term of circuit court
when another hearing would be
scheduled on the question W
making the order permanent.

Sloan said Saturday that he

had no intention of denying

residential use of the homes on
the grounds of the school, but
thl.t his petition, tf granted,

would prohibit their continued

use as gathering places and sites

fnr fhf fnstifaitlnn's nguly op-

erations. "-».
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s Director, FBI (61-7511) \ / date. 9/11/59

CONFIDENTIAL
from : SAC, Knoxville (61-12) /\
subject^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

MGNTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed is original and seven copies of a
memorandum concerning captioned

•"• ;j

:K^ / This memorandum is not being disseminated
to local intelligence agencies.
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,D STATES DEPARTMENT OF TICE

In Reply, Pteo*« Aef«r to

«<
C**

5

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

317 Walnut Street, S.W.
KroxviMe 02, Tenuesaee

September 11, 1053

:j^N'CONFIDENTIAL

\ - A

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCZiOOL
liarrsAGLK, tenh333E!3
Ij~j70KHATZCN COtTCSSiTING

A copy of a mimeographed letter was received
by the Knoxvi lie Office of the FBI bearing the return
address of the Eighlanior Foil: School, Uonteagle.,
Tennessee. This mimeosraphed letter reads as follows:

"Highlander Folk School
Mont eagle, Tennessee

From Jjfyle.shorten to Fellow Tennesaeans:

The State Legislative Investigation instigated
l?y Atty, Geal. Bruce Bennet of Arkansas spectacularly
failed to prove that Highlander's stand on integration
was subversive, nevertheless our District Atty. was
instructed to find soma other excuse for closing the
school.

/

\J

While I was away something happened that
shocked all decent people, Mrs* Septima^lark, High-
landers Educational Director, an outstanding church
woman, was arrested and hauled off to jail in the midst
of an intesrated workshop, (At present she is conduct-
ing a workshop attended by 33 people, including a number
oi loreign visitors sent by the State Department, with
her usual dignity.)

According to the Nashville Tennessean Sloan
agreed that the raid, which he directed, was for the
purpose of finding whiskey so he could have the school
closed. "The members of the legislative coiraittee gave
me information mostly on integration and ccGrmunism,"

*

*SCEPIffnaR3BB0lWI 61- 7^ %63

/ Wm*
Classified

Declassify ...asra



/^i^\ ,'
c.y:_^^J'^'̂ r^il-L^'jia;-

'

r

'

: '-'• ' + Js, —^ '•'

'

i'
%

I r'i/
-'- j '-

' '
~ ''**^*" ,

~'-^ aa^a^ iv. t^ iV- :*- bl.'.^,'^.:..:V ^,<w.w.*^ '•-:-.•. -..,. /•.••

c-

*-.^4

/'»

:.-r;.;/;-H

¥NCONFWENTIAt
Re: HIGEIZHD3R FOLK SCHOOL

said Sloan, "and I wasn't satisfied I could be success-
ful at that* I thought maybe this was the best shot
and I think now 1*11 be successful."

In a letter of protest, Dr. Roger L.lSninn,^
recently processor of Christian Ethics" at Vanderbiit

~

University, wrote:

After a long history of unfair heckling and
absurd charges brought against the Highlander
Folk School, I suppose I should not be sur-
prised at the latest episode. But I thought
that some of your foes might have the wisdom
to keep quiet after their ridiculous efforts
at the last session of the state legislature*
During my years in Tennessee I was glad for
the Christian and democratic Idealism of
Highlander Folk School. You have been inves-
tigated repeatedly and have been vindicated
against false and malicious charges.

Sloan is insisting that Highlander be padlocked
as a public nuisance. A hearing has been set for Sept.
14 at 9:00 am at the Grundy County Courthouse in Altamont.

liany of our friends have written or called to
say they will be at Altamont early Monday morning. I
would like very much to have you with us also. Your
very presence will show that Tennesseans want fair play
and will do a L'reat deal to keep this unprecedented
action from turning into a second Scopes Trial. At the
first hearing the courtroom was packed with Atty. Sloan's
rooting section well before court opened. You will want
to get to Altamont early. Let us know if you will want
to spend Sunday night at Highlander.

P.S. A few of the many letters of support and encourage-
ment are enclosed."

The Knoxvi lie News-Sentinel , Knoxville, Tennessee,
a daily newspaper, in the issue of August 1, 1959, carried
a news article datelined at Monteajle, Tennessee, which
reported as follows:

ifidMtiCONFIDSflTlAi:
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^RDENTIi CONFIDENTIAL
Re; HIGKLAIJDER FOI* SCHOOL

"County and state law enforcement officials
!*"£ raided integrated Highlander Folic School last night,

arrested a ITe^ro woman and three white men and consi-
r$ cated a quantity of liquor*

"The school was the subject of an investigation
by the 1959 state Legislature, which sought indication
of Communistic activities or teachings at the school.

aa "The fiegro woman arrested was Mrs. Septima P»^£ff°^/Tf)
^TCiark, 61, who said she was director of education for
Highlander and in charge during the absence of School
Director Myles Horton, now in Europe.

Liquor in Horton Eome

"She was charged with possessing whisky after
'•'* '"; raiders said they found bottles Ox gin and rum and a keg
s>;*£c containing whisky in the home of Horton. She was jailed
^^ pending receipt of bond. Grundy County is prohibition.
SSyg
Q'M "Dist. Atty, Ab Sloan, who directed the raid

cj4ii* along with Grundy County Sheriff Elston Clay and Tennessee
Bureau of Identification Agent Kenneth Shelton, said he
plans to file a petition seeking that Highlander be de-
clared a public nuisance and be closed.

"The raiding part of 15 hit the school shortly
after an estimated 30 Negro men and women and several
young white couples had finished a banquet and were
watching a movie.

"The search warrant was signed by Justice of
the Peace John P. Wright.

Held on Several Charges

"Others arrested and jailed at Altamount, the *i

county seat, on charges of drunkenness, interfering \H^
with officers and resisting arrest were Brent JEugene hj££- •;*-""

.

-VfiarksdalcL, 22, of Los Angeles, C%li*., Quy Hughes CararJ*5~ -

4iwan,,Jr,, 32, of LosAngelesp^art^^rr^JMackaj^turges^ b. approx, /
',';.

^\Jr., 34, Shelter island Heights, K.Y. V ' —

-

-3- CON^ENTIAt



''. ?-»"
,= "S-V-. ':

'•' .V

Hi

{j&

J s*V

, S.'tj.^;..

il l
* "»M .i tt >! .«

Re: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
CONFIKNTIAW

"A committee from the 1959 Legislature held
several hearings on Highlander and then visited the
school itself. It reported it found the school engaged
in a "very questionable activity 1

' and recotamended its
tax-exempt charter be revoked.

"Norton has denied repeatedly any Communistic
connections at the school. The school does not hold
formal classes but conducts discussions and seminars
and is frequently addressed by guest speakers."MM advised
effect "the ^ignianaer Folk School t& an institution
located near Monteagle, Tennessee. It is an institu-
tion with classes on a seminar basis and is supported
primarily hy donations from individuals, from labor
unions in the form of payments for students -who attend,
and to .sone extent by the Farmers Union. It offers
courses of instruction in labor organization, social
economics, parliamentary procedure, and the general
field of labor education. This school has had_Ccmmunist
Party members on its staff and as instructors ^and has
followed the practice of welcoming Communist Party members
as students, but to my knowledge the school has never
offered courses of instruction in Communist matters nor
has the Communistelement ever completely controlled
the institution" /J j/ U

This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI,
and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed
outside the agency to which loaned.

-./-.
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In Reply, Please Refer to

We No.

UNWED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^jSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

617 Walnut Street, S.W,
Knoxvi lie 02, Tennessee

September 11, 1959

HIGHLANDER FOIK SCHOOL
MOHTEAGLE, T217NESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

}

r.e:Zerence is made to letterhead memorandum
dated September 11, 1959, at Knoxville, Tennessee.

This memorandum Is loaned to you by the FBI,
and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed
outside the agency to which loaned.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v

DATE-44^™#

"

'
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KCTTi WK2KE SHOWS *
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\ "-SEPr,;BY-
NAME CHECK"'

-

49108 ? -

v

Septejaber 15» 1959

-^
IffLES BQRT0V # DIRECTOR
Montsagls, Tennoaaae,

vr>

All eonfidential informants referred to ia this
seaorandum have furnished reliable information in the past*

advised
Tennessee.
Conference
TennesseetOUtlVOI 9| V

orton,
w*s a speaker at a ••ting of the Southern
for Xuoan Welfare vhlsh was hold *« »*->**«ii»
on April 19 throat 21, 19U2#
Barton spoke on tha importance

P^'Sr

V-;" • *;

J ••' -*

nation both vocationally and la deaooraor.
Southern Conference for Buaan Welfare has been sited by

w> Special Conalttee on Un-American Activities* Report,
March 2f , 19i&# P«ga Uj7 as a "Cot&aunlat front which
received mormj from tha Robert Marshall foundation* ona of
tha principal sources of tha funds by which nany Commnist
fronts operate^" >-..-.

:
*--..> .;..-*. ;*.'*.' :-.• * •

*t

£ ;
:

is-

V

Ms*-:
''"
'^"H / ,

o'scn

lelr oat .

.

: >L;*i<-h .

,;A
«.c. "S./*

toll: IMS-

furniahed tna rail owing information concerning tha L //
aighlander Folk School I d , / -7-C/7- 3-7

"Ifee Highlander Folk School Is an institution
located near Honteagle, Tennessee. It is an institution
with classes on a sealnar baala and supported primarily
by donations from individuals , from labor unions %n tha
form of payaanta for students who attend, and to s
extent by the ¥mrm*r*a Union* It offers qouraee of ^, fc

r^<rr and one
y
to STATE (furnishedIB State Liaison)

raalOg ;.#" :. c
:

..;_

-

:
,

;

;*-^^^^7.^
i
.^W'iv>> ;/*. -;S '

- o ^; v.'

NOTE: Substance of above furniahed OSI-i; April 27# 1956, in
racponae to name check. Thumbnail sketch re Highlander Polk
School check-up to date with /j^/j/tfeVjt/ Organization Deak.

T^ls merao classified "Con^J^ential ,, Inaamuch as the informants
^r,* itj.es ^rf should not be revealed as it mifeht be dangerous

to the security of the United States.
Broo.rtrThU document contain, n.ith.r r.comm.ndatlon. nor conclu.lon- of th» FBI. " to tlw P«P» rtr

../[[J 4J tf• r^t^ to loantd to your ag.ncy; it and it. cont.nt. arm not to b. di.tribut.d out-id.

M t^t.r foula<ls3W3Thl» U in oniwer to your r.qu«»t for a ch»ck of FBI files.
7 ******

DECLiSSOTEJBT^Sffim^Ck
MAIL ROOM CZ! TELETYl>E UNIT EZ3 <rc J}U .x2±r^
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Highlander Folk School
Myles Hotton, Director
Honteaglc, Tennessee

instruction In labor organisation* social economics*
parliamentary procedure and the general fJa\d of labor
education. This aohool has tad Communist Party Members
on Its staff as instructors, [and has followed the practice
of welcoming Communist Party members as students, bat to
my knowledge, the school has never offered courses ef
instruction in communist matters nor has the communist
element ever completely controlled the institution.* _J

Another Governmental agency which conducts
intelligence investigations has advised that Louie Francis
Budsnz, former editor of the "Dally Worker," an seat
coast communist newspaper which suspended publicstlon
January 13, 1958, and an admitted former of flolal
in the Communist Party, advlaed on Hovember 21, 1952, that
the Highlander Folk School was procommunlat.

On April 19, 19U9» Psul Crouch, a self-admitted
iber of the Communist Party, fur.

\ /Bureau a signed ststemont in which he described Hylj
, /former member of the Communist Party, furnished to this

jftyf /Bureau a signed ststemont in which he described HylsjL
1/ JWrtoa as a left wing Sgolallat who~was always close-to

the Communist Party. Aocording to this statement Hortoa
met~~vltn~"officials "and representatives of the Communist
Party to discuss policy and procedure during the period from
1939 to 191+1 1 sad, even though he showed some independence
in thought, Hortoa usually followed the Communist Party line.
The statement contlnuea that in 191+1 Horton could have
been described as a close sympathiser and follower of the
Communlat Party llnej and that his wifs, Zylphia Horton,
was even closer to the Party than her husband. According
to Crouch 1 * statement, when he last saw Zylphia Hortoa
In 19U1 she was seriously considering joining the Corauniat
Party.

fe&S* A''
1ID

'"

-it-.

advised
ro, Myles

Horton closely followed and paralleled the Communist Party

.A
(\

V
vV
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COHFI&SBTIAI*



;-
:*"r&OfV .-^V-i'i-i &a i

.

^'l^.^^-^^- -*-i—«--—mV^-i:^ "'*-' : '

'

-'' ' "\' ' *" •--**' *-"'- ~ i»M H..WV. „•;

i-i-'"

T^ CO»FU^»TIAL

Highlander Folfc Sohool
Mylee Horton, Director
Monteagle, Tennessee

line in political, economic, and social *£tolm ««
aisociatod with known Communiat Party Mitel. In the

opinion of the informant, Horton vaa not a member of the

Communiat Party*

njip

fc^**kss$
•*

t

h : *.v*

V

j^^V^rsiai

^•-',

*>?»

For yoor additional information please be _
adviaed that Myles Horton referred to abwe testified in

public session before the Jenner C^^ittee on March20,

195U. Tou may desire to consult records of this Coj«ittoa

foradditional information concerning the subject of your

inquiry: The Highlander Folk,f^ tay^« ttm .object

of considerable newspaper publicity in the State of

Tenn2s.ee, particularly. In the Chattanooga, Tennessee

area. (61-7511-193) ..... .-

• 3 •
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UBJECT:

Office Memorandum • united

: Director, 'FBI (61-7511)

% GOVERNMENT

DATE: 11/5/59

SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

,<9HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Monteagle, Tennessee
INFORMATION CONCERNING

?
Enclosed for Bureau files is one autostat

copy each of four news articles concerning the
Highlander Folk School.

These news items result from a hearing brought
against the school by State authorities seeking to
revoke the charter of the school.

isxioi
f/i

/

(2.'- Bureau (Enclosures 4) ^*

riX

1 - Knoxville Uz&
J5

yc-
NOV l 2

-gf-2
1£Fo

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,\
PATE 3gfc4 BYre K irrcv jiu^

c?
>

7 NOV 16 U59
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IntegratioiO*
AlTAJIWfTVftfc,% fife*

The toUnjatJoe toea

fcrailftt toto A »#w

**!fcfceol. ee ter^i] «*#H lii rim il w TlfiMinmhi '' *>*
|

Dtofct Afty. €«. A. F Ml
reateritr leiia li rt hto eetMto*

[to WMi • aharea ftet tta>
|*i «kM • Urn*

5a— •

hti ufced t aeurt vrfr
HiaWanaer'a tax

ind permaoemiy clealat _
school at a pobtk airiweoa, i
The case arffl be heart tea*

Tuewky by Oraitt Juda* Cbeotor
C OMtti& Slow hu leojaaotod a
Jury trial

Sou opened bat eViw egatoet

itishUnder lut Jet? « «*» ta>

penorxtty tod a liqur vaM
tfitact the contrenratal Wfmi-
«id tMtitutko, vhi£» hi located la

dry Gnaidy Coa?, •

Sbtt said tonight area i iiajii

the Teoneseee aetjeftttoj) la* tow

hecome ooeoojtitetlonAl at It av-

ailed to Fofafc eeheeto, t toJB

atiould aa valH to At eaat ef j*
vate eeheok.

"The U5 fcqnnie 0»at has eat

•one ao far aato aeto eat

sattoa to private ecfeeli eel
Highlander to a prtTtto

tsi nmrxuM juwuu

OCT. *9, 1959

001 L, BftUfl * Mum

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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Hicjkfdnder Padlock Suit Dropped,

State to Ask Charter Be Revoked
Clash of Attorneys

Starts Off Hoaring

9r T. GBADT Z4ULAMZ
Wmt-Tr— Prut $UtfWm*r

ALTAMONT—The sta** **-
::sd this morning tt wtnld

not pursue efforts to obtain a
permanent padlock Injunction
on the main education building
at Highlander Folk School
located near Monteagte, Tsnn.,
but that it would seek revoca-
tion of the school's enartar.

After approximately tsro and
a half hours of legal argument
Kffw-*". the state and Defense
Atty. Cecil Branstettar of Neeb-

\v\\\t, a selection of a jury was

j
Judge Chester ChatUn over-

j
ruled a demurrer filed by the

; d-'ense to an amendment to
[the original bill against High-
i lander Folk School. Acaoag
;
other things the demurrer ae-
iserted that the "orgtnal amend-
j
ed bjJl ahowe on Its face that R

jit multifarious." L • ,
\ Atty. Branstettar also argued

)
that the chargaa against High-
lander Folk School were "a
'shotgun approach trying to find
something, I aarums."

|
Relative to the amendment by

! Partly Cloudy,
;

ATTY. CECIL BBANgTETTEBJUDGE CHESTEB CHATTD*
the state that Highlander Is

conducting tntentcial classes In

violation of a state node fac-
tion. Atty. Branstetter argued
that lntagrattoo has been Vid
to be aneonjtitttttoaal.

However, the stats argued
that what salffct be constitu-
tional far state schools saay- not
be constitutional for private la*

stitution*. The atats also argued.
In answer to the defence charge
that the eonstltutsonal right of

the school had bean violated
under the 14th A»endmeat, Mat
a corporatkm If an artifWeJ
body and to not a cfUaan of the
United State* • ......-»-

Atty. Branstettar ' unfed
that the corporation to a efttoatt
"and caaast be denied protac-
tion of the tows of the Unload
Statea,*

Atty. Branstettar -told lbs

(Oeattoaei aa Faga 7, Oceana 1)

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE c7ai^r RY^EKffrolftO
<n.

Cha-.tsnooga News-Free Press
Chattanooga, Tsnriesssa

KurViiwrVohVtditoT
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HIGHLANDER
CHAtTfrHlT

<C«ttaiied Proa* •*»*, i)

jwrt ti*t Rtrhiamirt- r<>*
Ftfco©} admH* that K ha* o%-

****** "*i»«Mt ainca 11 Wru•?" tt year. afe.
"^

rn^n Hl*;h.*nrtor fro* .*,..r7*^ commercial activity

eouJd be submittal relative to

S^M
U^JOn ?f »'hrth*r or not

HichiaaAer has violated the Jaw
by. bavia* ktUgnuoa M it*'

However. thV. e tuffuUDn,

,lm. il;
: '•l'"**** end a abort

time attar aelaction of a jury
to haar Uie cm*. ^^ e**W |

nCTOENA PROTESTED
The a>fen*« .^ l>b>ected to

»

i ubporna requiring Mvlea Hor-
t«vBi|hland Folk School direc-
tor,, lb brt» to court a ma*. freccrde of fee school M np„ ratl0B
At, "^r TV .fcL-ri req))eat^ w
tae itate were the corporation a'
Jytow, **4 charter, *n minute*;

»-: i o. *a>. ail record* of done-
Don* to the achoo] and the
y".2 "*? P'

e <kmo« «JI record*

'

*nu re.-fpt, «*d al! trajufer. of
j

A'-.-rney Brarutetter told the
*--.. tn*t *ni* would require

.
"*..' "'^a* »M! '««in bo»-

ear lo**« of record- He front* »- t-v that ffti. *a# *n ov
«*. *>on ma** by the atafe yo*I'.orv afternoon, * ' " ' .

IV S»AHV amanie, than

JUSl- *"***• ™bpoerMi a.

«<***« Ch#Uir, remark**

*b:!i:!« today Mr Br*_n*tM*aT

'T*- i T-tj. o^fc. a, r <aST
JUoaft *v^ vsi •BdaT "W.^CaA

t»« eourt Toom w»a HUod. to
«4a«««f' and • nuanW f# Mr-

'U^^taig «K«*«e tfc*

4 Mmw ftmuwftv.

« Atty. «elty, aUty. Qm..
•toan i| aaalated by Atty Ami
PoSc rUtrtaU»h, af ft^e&toatt
•out* pmatAan k«y«r. .

.

Th# oYopfrinf af Hu ftsafa
offArt to Wva « ponsABOBtfod-
)o«k Injunction pi&cmi oal anffm-
laadrr'a main adueation VwfkHnf
ntouta %k*t tko-'Wfock wiQ W
fgfoovod from that vMdinf-bn-
mooHaUry. ftw «uUdii>< «ma
j>*4locked aeveral frteka »fo
tftir a A«arinf oo a temporary
padlock proteedtive; Juaf* Coot'
tin ot that Urn* fouod tftat toor
had Wen Mid in taat tuUdtAf
by Hijfhlanrter without A
and to minora

The atate aaid thia

that it ta oot tnotlnf
arty Individual cormeetad with
HijrhiArido*. iMt thht ita *£&m So

aimed at the corporation ttaoff.

Atty. Branatattor AAoS taM
atata waa "on o fUWof aatpedt-

tlon." mhrn Jt aoujht tht reoorda

it Bifblander. U* aiao nmAfftoot

thewaah it*, hand* before it come

"of into too iourtrooir) Uu* morninf

JilndkUdosResult
i ' Jm. • • al ' t f «4 * J

on another occa*ioo that

atat* i* oommituqf Acta
oppreaaiort."

-The otate **« not cow* -, .

thia court with clear. Ja^dt, Qj Highlander KQIQ
the defer,** attorney ttaflU * _.
-Go waoh yoar handa.l Atty ALTAMOrTT. Tonn^ <*^>-

^

Ocn Sloan mutton '"W**™*?^**™?*?^^

Whan Atty. IUUvWl tA-A 5 •«« •• •..«« « *•«
addroaa th* court, 'be apoi<HteO< lo*J|ftr- > ^ • « ^ * -

for the «o#>ct of the «Ut* to' The aebooi offlcla!, Mr*. Srp-

Um* Otrk, wa* tod*ct*d oa »

eharire of wiutky po**e**Jon.

The three aaco, «mo arero tak-

atf port » wortaoop At th*

chool. were Bretrt EuaroB aara*-

I date, a, Lo» Anfoka*
1

Hjjgbe* Cariwaa.

Kh>»;
and Ptrry

,

Shelter Wand He^i

Tbey were cborfod with- ^
drunkenne**. resirtlnf Arroot AM
h»t«rferln« with An ««o*r. • __

, Caah bond* poslod by Bw four

I At the time of their arroat ••»•

laoes oontinuod..-

H .^^»^r ,1 .i.yJ»..y;gH;ff |E .- .^
' " '^"-,

*
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Highlander Hearing Open* Today;

MrvrOark, 3 Other$ Are lndk**i~~

By Nouiox
CItNiMaM Timi Stt/f VftMv

AlTAHQJfT, ltan. — The m-|tacts* «^ ttow ether* m
tie ewurrtain courthouse ajnajsrcharfes of fwaysalng moonshine
the colorful maple* in the owaty wWiky at the school.

eit of Qnmdy County will be th«! Indictments were returned

sctUns Tueaday of the second act;»*a Monday a«ainst Hre.

lntb»cumntHff»!drMi»tnaOrt
1

»«pUm» Clark, the education

"HuhlandeT folk Seh eot Host Erector; Brent «ttf*ne Serke-

Go- !dale, S3, Lee Angeles; Guy

Opeaiajr la Grundy County clr-jHufho» Caxawan, *2, Um
Angeles, *nd Perry Sturgeaa,

3*. Shelter bland Heights, NT,
Circuit Court Clark Kre. Flor-

ence Bouldin revealed.

Mrs. Clark was indicted on a
charge of pose booJ oc of whisky.

ctiit court it the beartn* to which

th" attorney jreneral of Tenne*-

.***'* ista jwijcuu CUtult wiu seek

an order raroklnf the JS-yearold

charter at the institution which

^conducts fcttterated classes and _
'workshops aad pursues a policyj™ tnroo men, wpo wsrs Ualag

of a*™**e Bbershs*. |
pert ta a workn^ at the school

-»— «— _.* w ^ m-mi U»"t July Si whan county andM
.TL £. f'ttate officera eUged a raid.

move saamst tkiKlart wa._ to- ^^ ^j^^
mK-Sepiemoer. wfczr, tM •ttor-^^^ ^^ wd ^^
nrv xaarai. A. r . nwen 01 aomn

,

^ ^ ^^ ta^^
Pm.***. .ought a temporary to-j^^ ^ hU ^^j^
junction against the operation of

the school on grounds It wis a

puMic nuisance.

Kijfelandcr lest a. preliminary

round Moaday even before lha

I

hearing • pan ad when the

•Grundy County fraad Jury in

j4icte4 the achooli wSucaUoa oi- Boa P»f» Twe, Catania Three

Cash bonds, poatad by too

four at th« time of Jheir ar-

rests, wara otmtinuad, lira.

Bouioia said. No fiat* was set

immediately for thai* trial.

OraiB Judft Chaster C Chat-

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HhREIN IS UNCLASSIrlaJ N
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,OS BIGRLASDER

I
yrawa rii* Os*

Ittn at fkat ttsaa afreed to the nad-

itocWrtg af m* boilduut aawnc •»
ttoscn or saore on the Isomers

cams**. He ruled that the stake s

'attorney had proved a charge that

beer had been dispensed Dletnlty

ta the ace buUdine. but that as

proof had baea subwtttad to sub-;

stantiaW eharaes af rowdy and,

botstaraus oondurt or of loose and

isnmoral practtoes at the school.

Arty. Cen. Stoac. to addition to

stucklnr rfiiWsnder in the haar-

mit •oenhMC Tuesdaf an «ia

; eharaes af .bis ortslnal Ktittan,

(will seek revocation of the charter

'on the claim that operations of the

jnpoobl have .violated tanas of the

.charter.

J in addition, aiwauifo m* *«•«-

(mv general had said durtn* the

(first heartnt and ttoct that racial

j Issue* were not involved, ha last

{week fQed an amendment to his

{petition to chance that HifWander

!§ ia violation of a ae-vetr-old Ten-
1 Besses law which torblds wWU
persons and Neiroes from sticod-

tar. the same classet.

Mylf* Horton, founder and pres-

ident of HirW*nder, and other* as*

ftocvated with the defenae ha^e ax-

' pressed some mi'art swnfwprd SGT-

\
prise at the amendment.

: "We are wilUng to stipulate that

Hurhlander U integrated," **«
'Hortoo. "We hardly aee how It fct

poasrbie, thoufh, to be to nois-

tkm ot a statute already held to be

invalid by both state and federal

courts."

IV actions in circuit court foV-

iowod by several months an tew**

fixation by a special oommitiM

af Tennessee legislators, d^ktiif

eridenca of subversive activities

at tha institution located a few

i^eskouih of here between Tracy

CJty e*4 Mootearle, this oam-

Mlttee visited the school and held

aavaral seaaioni to W?»f «**J:
timony, out came up with a tenon

iKjjpHwf tm oeihiof motf »pe*a«e

5a* <j*l'»M acboot «M to-

^^Sl vi.w^TanoQ^aTiraers-
Chatttnoora, Tennessee
11-3-59 -Mertlh Oche. Editor
JUsolrilld Pivlsjoii

fcl5l\
JISO

^^^w^&^^m^^^m^Am,
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HIGHLANDER CASB

giyen RACE ISSUE

Sloan's Petition Against

Sohoo! Amended, Holds

State Law Violated

Sj MOVZON fTOIl
. *£»•«••*« r«Mi Iia/7 VrtMr

ALTAMONT, Ttnn.—The to

«u« tf integration hu Wn to-

Jected Into the Highlander Folk
School mm which reepena her*

aext Tu—day morning.
' A. T. <Ab> Slots of South
Pilteburg. kttorney general for

ttnniMk'i ISth judicial drvuit,

wm will direct the effort to

hftv* ih« echool'e charter re-

voked and th« institution ekwed
**>r*Bar>entry, amended hi* peti-

tion to tarhxte the refcial ieeut

St en appearance before Circuit

7ud£« Choiur C ChatUn *t

H'incheeter Tueeday^
Ths» lateet move in the coe

by Atty. Gen. Sloan chargee

that racial integration practiced

at Highlander Folk School to again agate that integration Sb]

ft vtototten of ft Te»nee»ee **»[»**» *"* j".^ *g*r
_

arte which, the yetldK «?*.
eiarea It to he unlawful tor wbiteje* Oct St in a fecial mtervtoer

and ecJcred pereona to ftttdftd puWtohed by *X3oncara," ft

the nunc echooi.
1*

Prior to tbia, the attorney

general wa* predicating
. tto*

charter revocation aawt an the
•ame allegation contain** to
the petition for teenneeery pad
tec* which brought Cbe he
reeuKlng Sept It hi
cloeing Highlander**
tratlon

number

hearing

building. Although fti

of ehangai Wftve made,

monthly magaiine pubUabed Si

Naahvitle by the National Con-
ference af Mtthodlat Youth, •*
oaylng that tntegrtUoa had,

nothing to do with the etaie^

cane. Thto point, the puBbcav
turn pfetad, waa ratoed ftpacuV

_ . . m caily and the attorney genera)
."rff jaald the racial fueatloa waj not

Involved.

"It to townatertaV he wai

Judge ChaWn at that ^-^iSeyteecnTu kSi a. It hTwMta
U^omly the charge of g^jthe Uw. It to «pt> the torirrldanl
dtopeneinj of totoxlcatlng hewer
agee had been proved.

tf be want* to wcfeUae wlS> ftflj*

,

Allegation, fa tlu» i^tton^^^^iSe^^V
that toe echo©! had been the wefa,tton at Highlander eheajd he
ecene of Immoral conduct and

incorporated hi the ooapiehat
'•tigbUng, quarreling end drunk.;^i^ the institution and afiegee
enneae." Judge Chattin rufcdjjg h \ s «merriment:
had not beea proved hi eeert. i That eajd corporate- defendant
Cedt T Bvnefrtter of Waeh-fhgj violated (he provision* of T*n-

viiie, attorney for Highlander, 'nesse* Code Annotated 414701

conieaeed to Kune •urpriee ftt which, declares It to be unlawful

the attorney generefa amend- 'lor «hite and oelored peraoni 1o

ment "Aj X undenrtood It," aued^tteod the aane achool. in that It

BreneteUer, "the attorney gen-. it now and ha* tn the part oon-

eral hat aald time and time Unuouily operatod raid achaool on

?V^1

r.^*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .

DATE-44£L_BY_SH£^P^

The Chattanooga Tir.es

C*>. .' -noo^a, Tenro-:* 1

16-29^59
Martin Ochs, IdItor

t

i * ftWSw-i^
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• tatefrated wherem kefs and Hart totery.

wafts vmS Kef* safe at DeobeL
mine

er*s enflr any* of

mvp* tefeekthor

tfvtoUitan* ft* j

aitaiu frastnitisa of

at aad objectives tor which sail

afeendant *u aworpotetstf taijlreflected the

asnstlfcited entrciee of upre Ttrrjwf—i It (frvady and
act* end fovea, ana* tor an ofjiiaallM . "Tho
Which ft* eharler shotfkj W
eUred tartoft and aorlaeftar *t!J

and void." .
..--•.'

The attorney peaarnl to rsruoat
lag a Jury klel

;
The c«j» will §et und>r way the

momlnt of Tuesday, Nov. I, With
.arfumeflt* on Highlander ' *te-

'murrtr to the ertjj^nei till u
{amended.

Ta* wKh BoHm
I In addition to the interview

with the attorney ceneral, too

.MetbodUt youth publication "Con-
cern,'* printed to tatervtew with

Myl'-J Korlon, president sad
fonrvVr of Hifhlender. Asked to

explain the objections of local res-

idents to tho school* activities,

Bt JhannuJ n anV* aiytojl
«f «m sosnpanyas **lfca pereiffcat
lender of artutioe a|*a*t Kls>

Aake'd
v
hu'esfatfaa of *« Sep-

tember hearnuj which resulted la

a decision dodnf one of hla oufld*

lnri temporarily, Morton eem-
merited "It wu a dignified, prop-
arty oonductcd trial*
^However," he added, "X eUs-

arrot with the dwdatoe.**

H10ELANDER omOIiL
XI HIW TO&X V18IT0B
• *#» Tor* n*** ff»> Scrvfe*

NEW YORK-The Hlfh-
landtr foils School la contlnu-

"attacka lof tU interracial program la

«ark has

school's
with JtUanda of tho lnotltatkat

la t#rw York and Connecticut
Neat woe* furthar feral actlpn
la expected o& charges against
lfxaOark and othar staff

hen and aralnat tho Institution

bo a "public nuisancer
On Oct 11 and 12, ah* amid.

24 ministers from six South
am states cams to a workshop
aoaaloa on Ways df cooperattng
with social workers and aoelal

security representatives In moot-
ing the noads of members nf
their local communities. A sec-

ond workshop for ministers Is

scheduled for Kov. 27-21, aha
said..

Next Monday, ahs amid, for-

mer students at Highlander win is to help Negroes aoaHi*r far,Horion noted that

atalnjst Highlander nave keen ferlopita of eourt actions confront-
j
open literacy night schools fori voting and to teach them about

j

:rmm<?rou* reirsoas — subversion,hhg It seeording to the eduea- adults *on Islands off the South traffic laws, fire prevention and
'communism, laierratei activities ,

tloa director of the Inatituticaj Carolina coast Their purpose) cooperatives, ahs amid.
"

j

\- *-'
"eiyr*. *-?*'* *-.

•i ** * ^ t . r^ -*p. s

r* < ^.:^*.V



4-750 (2-7-79)

xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_l2..._ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

LJ Deleted under exemption(s) _. with no segregable

material available for release to you.

LJ Information pertained only to a third part> with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

LZI Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

iZf D cument(s) originating with thti following government agoncv(ies) »Documents) originating with thti following government age

forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

1 i 'For your information:

[fes The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

6>I-1£H-J£Z,

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X

X NO DUPLICATION FEE $
XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE

r
X

XXXXXX xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxx



4-750 (2-7-79)

'.

'

XXXXXX
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

y Jr- I
L-j Deleted under exemptions ) ^_^L £...Deleted under exemption(s) ^_^L I with no segregable

material available for release to vou.

[Zl Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Cj Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

L.J Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) »

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

in- advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information:

Qtf The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

fsl-ISII-JS']

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X

X NO DUPLICATION FEE x
v. vvw X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



s&& ./vvf' '; "*i #. 'A
III Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) date. 2/5/60

SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

subject: ^SfiflGHLANDER FOI* SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for Bureau files is one
autostat copy of news article in Chattanooga
Times , Chattanooga, Tennessee, issue of 1/12/60
concerning the Highlander Folk School.

This item relates to the pending case
brought by state authorities seeking to revoke
the charter of the school*

Bureau (Encl« - 1)
Knoxville

^ClOSTT*^ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ^RE \ HEREiN |S UNCLASSIFIED x
DATE-SMllLBY^a^^
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15 Oavs Granted to Statt

for FBing of Brink fay

Judge C C. Chattin

WINCKE*im, Term. - As ad
dTLonaJ 15 dayi
w uate'i attorney* Cor flitaf briefc

to lb« CkM kJVO.'vtfif the WJBtTW
ercUI HfciilajKkr f»ik tefceoi fc

Cnmdj Cwi»ty, C 1 T f u J t Jvdfi
Q*eti«r C CfctGfa dJecloat* Mm
Tbe jrertotft 4m4Um Aw Ik

hr*tt hu Jm*. CKpir*) *.t« Mpr
Cfcattia tafd the t*w dt*4JaM WlL
bf Tuetdijr, Jut M.
Tie week-lor.f hearing te which

th# <h*»Jct attorney fKwrml had
*r-fV •» r-4^r rt-ro*^ tfc» rhar
.K •( IJit ***>* v/t
|f e4rwif* e*>f. at *.*•*/. «*b:

frnv t A: «*•• f*» .»***
fer f**e •rf*1* «d
+?- l)»f* wntWr, W.*»
4** •'» J*«*r tu ertrnded It

J*.-, u vtd mi hu bua rtad-
*d ante.

At tt»u'» B«q*«*t ;
The *cm d*l* iu act, Judfe

C5t«ttia **id, at the request «f &
F. {Abi Roan at fcxitti piltJbMif.
tae ifcrtnct attorney Th* preview
dtlay rti fr*nt*d tl Am >r<jM»tt
erf Cecil Branilelter « NtttvMe,
re?rr**ratiof lS*tvi*«ie»« .. .
In a«.*ttcr. flw c:nr.ft kr%t «j»

ek>f«?. Attomry Br*«d*i»tteT A
rr-i*r.'*i th»t both ik\4 to »**
1 ."jl-1 or*! argument* fc the mm
»"<*? the briefc have heea IBed.
T- - fi'jwVrr, he uli would it
t. : !.\t wibiis t few d*yt, - ''-'

TV.Jew oral ftfTunvr.U ire ^er>

r, ", r-J;r fUu»Jn'f 4«d«J»
' " r*'" ^r»fM «** iJ»«Jd Mm*
#- :• '. > r '-TWpy H the cue It
a.-,--- ' tjr:-tr, lb* Sim-Wob fnafld
h« «:'»1^vt i?.11 'tfle» ctitrwtTfc
- - : i^: . »:iL::T . dtit »*«• tbt
*-T-*"-t» W"04 ^-^49^'tB fttj
f**-, • **' ,i6 ,Wl"' ' <.1

If t- : :n»f««r. t*r . . Aflt< >.** '«

'
•

" ! ** "•• ^ ''. *«,>-.-.:
:

- • -. . '
'•• ::;' ;

iV {•*"

•£-V
%
riS

^-v^>-
-A" -"»

»m3ipp» |wy 0« w«t
Rj^Wander ts^ifea la «vch eom-J
wrtitJ teirtti** tc «ZBaf 'totf'J

•oft drtftki. naoe btod« tod Ota*
fttni wftboui t Boeflt*. ¥hr#dHr
*m &tl Hi^blaoder aooducttd iv
«taD7 hilBffrtt«J eMp«tf «M
thopt "* vtolttM» i( TesM
1103 tefrepUon ttatute," iUA-
Vadr, tdrnJUtef tt If txt faltr«v]
«d te»ttt»t3on, tfferwd m 4tfmm
m QOJ chwic taoep* Wktid
•w tUU't teft«nttfl« Jaw
fttdy bti ktea dtdti«4 .

HtnffcWJiT ~, -
r
- r, -iff*

AKhouTh «> t4rti fSn<i % H
tfenaad ttat the oMirt deckM «*j
wchool't chtrter tcrrfetltd.^Ar
Chftttta hu hrflAttd tat,
•VuJEh «n ehtrfw *•
rwocti^c «# ttw ehtxtar jjd#ht

DirlluJ rttttt - "-*

ttim ft up tOker

tart tat tt*Wi%
fiadiot ttut the acho*< hu 1

If whSth«9 Ike term* * A
t*. 4t «rW the ehtrter
It 0om Vm hMtitotukw. *?A m*\
vmt % t*c«tv«e %> BqtfdtM lb
ttytKaX iiwj, iMlBdlafW torw« «r tend. terenH !«»•
fe* twd tthtr yrpfwrtttt.

hatJt tcttun bt tmoimtSAf It

ertJ tbotmad wrifen. w*« >.
U*» withjs ihe yorttdk^kij 4f

the ccort tad wttita tfat rm$m*(
"ftaedtet" wther Ihm i

thn «rf the chart*, it the .
1q termx«e Horton «a head it |ht
acted and to datlaj* aoD tM «#K
the owed 07 wttch the itivjk eo7>
•eyed a mrt «f the iwwperty tf>!

Hertoo. ^jutWhr« peooecdisdt
•nlfht > vpfi*A m MP
ti* uyi^ •* tht at^r*,

-
'.,i

:
.^ /.^ >t»^.TiW^

,s.v«-.r **:,<r^

conKUKXR FOIJt fCaTOL
IHRSAVIi SIKESSBI
TJ&OJWATI0I ooicmiiw
io?Xij 61-7511

hwhletjw U

TBS CKaTTAJOOOA TDES

CBATTAJP0004 # sd.

JU. 12 # 1^0

UU1VILUK PITISIDI

^< ^,'Jl-*- .

?-'£j>v J

'
, A

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

BATSaSH^LBY.

St?..:-'

•* -*«. -«
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UNITED STATES ERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

: xr^SAC, LOUISVXLLE (61-42)

date: February 29, I960

Ci
subject: "HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

is - c
00:KX

ALL INFORMATION CON

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

Re Memphis letter, 4/2/59/ DATE fy W BY^g
The Leuisville Time^-'liouisville, Kentucky, a news-

paper of general circulation, on 2/20/60, carried a story
reporting that>FRIENDS .JQF ..HIGHLANDER, identified as "a new
organization here,* Might be called upon to raise funds to
carry litigation, in which the charter of the HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL was revoked, to the Supreme Court, The story reported
that the school's charter was revoked by a Tennessee Circuit
Court on 2A6/60. ^

Mis3 J>ORCA^RUTHERBURG"^not identified in the story
but known to be a wri ter, _direct or, _producer at WHAS - - Radio
and MHAS - TV, Louisville "stations, who has received awards
for ""public service" programs) was identified as temporary
chairman of the newly-formed group. The group was sald~t6
consist of 58 Negro and white civic and educational leaders.

The story did not directly state but implied that
Miss ALICB^COBB, "a religious educator, former Kentucky school
teacher and social worker," who stopped in Louisville on
2/19/60, "on her way to clear her things off the premises"
ot the school, was instrumental in formation of the Louis-
ville group. /-

According to the story, "Miss COBB told a story of
months of harassment of the school and its staff, leading up
to the court's contention that HIGHLANDER violates Tennessee's
aggregation laws as they apply to private schools." She
reportedly said, "Southerner's main objection to the school
is its workshops teaching uneducated Negroes and white persons
how to pass literacy requirements for voting."

Miss COBB was further identified as a former com-
munity-organization consultant for the Kentucky State Child
Welfare Department fer three years, under former Governor

/2> Bureau (61-7511 )(™)/
v

*

prrv in (c /-7JT // DJ5f^- Knoxville (61^12) (RM) *& 1U ^^JitJJr^^l
2 - Louisville • -r

;
- r •

'' fc rw , m

44-200)

6<

JjOUXl

fl 1960^
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LS 61-42

EARLE C. CIiEMENTS prior to which she worked for about ten- -*, > *.

years in the Pine Mountain Settlement School, Harlan^ Count/,,-:

i^
This is being furnished to the Bureau and Knoxvl lie

for information. Mo investigation is being conducted UAC;. ^

Any information received will be furnished Knoxville and the

Bureau. ...
- .,:.-'.*,- '. --'. .....' ... ,

-;.- -^. ..."••
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Office Is/iem&tandum • united smtes government

#FV

a

SwVi-zs

V^J*

MOM

SUBJECT:

Director, FBI (61-7511)

SAC, Knoxvllle (51-12)

DATE: 3/2/60

4

Iks

IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

V

Enclosed for Bureau files are one each autostatic
copy of the following news articles concerning the Highlander
Folk School. These news items relate to the case brought by
the State of Tennessee authorities seeking to revoke the
charter of the school:

News article in Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville,
Tennessee, 2/16/60

News article in Chattanooga News-Free Press,
Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/16/60

Editorial in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/17/60
Editorial in Chattanooga Times, 2/17/60
News article in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/20/60
News article in Knoxville News-Sentinel, 2/23/60

v2 '- Bureau (Encls - 6)
1 - Knoxville $

*&&'

J>'l f - ™13)

ALL INFORMATION C0NT?™c

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE-^lkl^i-BYsSES
cP^JT'

/.
8EC" 3Z -AL2&/- ^ a

V
i
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6 MAR 6 1950
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ighlander

Revoked by Court

Judge Cites ~t

Segregation

Violations
School Given

30 Dey't To Ask

for New Trio!

• ALTAMONT. Tenn., Feb If «f»-|

C!*---:; Ju&c C C Chattin to--

<Ia>- revoke the charter of eon-

trorertiai Highlander Folk School

z.~
' r

J
red ihc inUTraria' adult

OdUvSUor, cHi(«r o^ar hfir.ffagJe

fL-ed rvfrr ffoffv-rthsr c_
x 1; *' 11 paj* df-.isaoa ftW sT

. ... -i. C*-::--? O—J" C«3t.
..^i v\i\t4 bW arliooi lud

.. . ^ "i <i * *.£?vii':or

. ;. trxf li»l pe.-lalrjnf to the

rr' f/ br*r.

The Jtrii' rv'cd further that a

ft- ?•» fi\\ir t.~h'v»? jroprrty to

kyles Herton. it* founder -presi-

&-\. **« invalid and thftt the

p::, -^>. ah-;j! 7C acres, must be

tui.vJ Uci to fr? school.

L»* OaSfwrae

tiV r-. kt-a

J-

U.. -r fci-. *-... -I-* fc- <«nro«T-

h:-
x ***'- r hit itzMwfot. *p

j

i i - »•: "i; »t 97-.- a: - -'ad [m-

»•••'*. .--t '-
*

' v" '--
:
° * : i-

''
'--. rt?-5 wrjarrv^

«p «V **j4* «r a Inn A*/' »w-.

DOTv gj^ea •*« laM K«veaiber.

H* pn Highlander IB days In

which to Die for « ww trial.

Attsnry C—anull

There wn no kniMitti emu-

mrrA tna) Hi^iland<^ offWaU,

h Nashx Ok . howeftr . OcU Irao-

fitter, atlornf* far fcrHltMs*-

Mkj he would file a naua hk> a

aew trial •

"TV oV(«i«r tu otA allofether

netprrtod alnce hi questioning all

Ihe frirori »nd people in Ihc com-

munity, a* the record ihowj, they

all laid B>»t they did not believe

k, and many aaia tt »m arainat

their relijion for white* and Ne-

groes to alt la the aaae el*H
room," Rraoaietlrr »«W "At*

other comment aught hi »n^'T^j
aince thr wvttKn » «ie f^*''^
before • oVrfv •orwmmi-d court.'

CWe Qwa«M

Oiattru'i opinion aard "High-

lander adrnru M practlcea tnte-

tratton arrfi thai ft b a privite

hvtitution. That h hf an adult

education hvUtutton wa* proved

by a prepondcronee of #*4dence

it thf trtal "
'

'

, .

Thu. he aaid, vfc*aie« t owgiir

of the Tennetaee Code that pro-

»id«
"It ahall be iml»*-ful for any

tchool, academy, college, w other

pi tees of teirgmg to alio* white

and coiored peraona to lUend the

game irhooJ. iraderny, eoUege. or

Other ol»^» «f learning."
*- '- 'n.-t^ oui*t«. Q^iite j#y

i-rr,
t. t fa fi*~«av of g*-"** *\

lotnt of fefacatton ... held that

the foregoing tUtutt was uncon-

autubooal The- defendant fur-

ther insiats that the Hth Amcnd-
bent of the Constitution of the

U. S. forotdt Hate actwo based

on race.

L

" *^w Si^irHnf Court held as
fdhma m Ok Brown ease: "We
conclude. that, in the field of pub-

lic oducation on the doctrine of

separate but oqual has no place.*

"The relator (the state) insists

that this holdinf does not render
the statute unconstitutional as to

private schools. The stafiw mat
be isxoastituUorial tod «oul m,
»o tberr apnfVatj** w • »»*• i
tfwir subiert sjiaRer m *l«d • t*

other part*, or, *• stale the pt-m
Vera SBore ooocretely, they maj
be constitutional in operation with

respect to some persons and
slates of fact, and unconstitution«d

to others."

Chatun then ruled:

"The court b of the opinion
that the segregation laws of the

stale as applied to private bchcols
are roc-t.tuiional and valid .

."."

^ aVtr Isle IbeeaUed
CAatiui aijd Highlander vio-

lated the crtminaJ laws of the
beer on school property.

state by permitting the sale of

"The court," he . said, 'is of
further opinion that the defend-
ant! havtnf violated the criminal
laws of i*e state in that a has
fwraanted gat aale of beer to be
tarried out upon jue propertj
wlthostf a permit, or bctnse. an!
p t r at 1 1 1 f a g integraLion in tti

school, worts a forfeiture of its

charter, the defendant hariag ac-
cepted Its charter with the con-
dition that 'a violation of any of
the provisions of this charter
Shall sufci-rt the corporation into
dUsolution at tin irsislence of the

Th^ Knoxvillv News
S^ ;it iiu-1

Kuoxville, Tenn.
Loyc W. Miller,
Editor.

ffauF Edition

Dated J2^zJkl^>

Page /
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"RifliTandfir feef]
Wording Given
fOLTHPITTSBUIG.Tem.,

Feb. » (UPIW y d g r Cheater

Chattin yeaterday received the

stale's opinion on what ahooJd be

said In Ottttifl'i revocation de-

cree for HifhlaMer Folk Scfaoofs

charter.

Cecil Branstetter of Nashville,

deienst attorney (or the contro-

versial racially integrated inctitu

Uion near Montei|te, la also ex
."-i*d to ouhrr-.tt a eVerte ewn
Wn*f «4wt tk* drfcma tknkH-'

f>4L!d loMtiir art* t

|* Outtia can mm etfhar or vrtlojf

one of hia own. The eventual or-

der will fo Into (he record and
a receiver will he appointed to

doae out th; affeir* of the Mtwot
After (he decree 'l issuance, the

defenit hai N days in which to

appeaL
Branrtetter had indicated be will

ask for a new trill.
*

Chattin ordered the charter
revocation Ut t week aayJnt. tn hia

opinion, the school* a antefratod

seminars and workshops violated

*•* f**<?'i a*tr«*»iiM Urn.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

*«c

The Knoxville News
Sentinel
Knoxville, Tenn.
Loye W. Miller,
Editor.

Dated q. p. 1-OC

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENN
INFORMATION CONCERNING
BUFILE 61-7511
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KigbJander Hooked
M-r***1**--.*^

From its Red-tinged beginnings. High-

lander Folk School Bear Idonteagle,

Teen,, has been a notorious, disgracs-

fu!, leftwing. intefrationiat Institution
-' Vjhly questionable purposes. But it

has gone along- imperturbably, angeled

by a band of nationaUy-kaowa leftwiag;

quacks. ',

*

For a change, Highlander Folk School

tow a*«ms to be in real trouble.

Judge Chester C. Cbattin officially

ruled yesterday that the stats chartar

cf lis s.-bool be revoked,' that 70 acre*

of school land given to Director Mylea
Hirtm rfvert to*the school, and that a
recdver be appointed to diapose of th*

institution's properties.

Judge Chattin found Highlander
g*ui'ty of breaking the state laws

sgalr-ft maintenance of a racially in-

tffr"»'*d initiation. He pointed out

ixat the Wtrresi Court's 4954 relief

rr.r>> \.y kt-nrk d.wa stats la*s pro-
»•" rir.g i»tefr*tion in fS*Ko schools—
i/- k d,d not attack laws prohibiting* la-

tegratioa in private schools. Another

violation iav*Wed dear proof that High*

laader had engaged ia th* illegal smls

of beer without a license, like an ardl-

nary bootlegging Joint Tb* third Tiola-

tioa listed by the judge was operation

•f the supposedly non-profit school with
Horfca profiting la the fona of the 70-

acre land grant. The judge also noted

ikers were no official documents estab-

lishing- Bortoa's salary and that check-

writing was done by Hortoa at Us dis*

cretioa.

* If appeal is carried Jar enough, the
ruling involving integration may be
overturned. But it would be difficult to
get around the beer-bootlegging and the

private-profit'counta involving violations

of the non-profit charter.

Integration lata are claiming High-
lander Is being persecuted because of its

racial mixing. But the integratfonlsta

la taking up for Highlander put them*
sjsMs Is the peculiar posrors of tau?y*

Jag that Highlander should be Jler-

amted to violate the Isw to fcootlegW
tnm for private profit because it w in-

tagratstL
,

*

fittenooga News-
tree Press

;iibttnnco6a f Tenn.
ee Anderson, Editc

knoxville Division

HIGHLJ NDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEi GLE , TENN
INFORMATION CONCERNING
BUFIL1 61-7511

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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TO STAY OPEN
. Press Conference
Held in Woshingron

WAS JUNGTON— ttra. Bep-
tJma Clark, education director
erf the Highlander Folk School•^ a-**... th. institution will
attempt to operate deopite %
court order abutting it down.
Mrs. Clark auramoned a pr«n

co.-u'ereuce at the Washington
HoteJ io denounce the ruling
Tuesday by Judge Cheater C.
Chat tin closing tha 2T-yeax-okJ

6 he pajPKd out mimeographed
:".' -.'.(. rf*y:ng the ruling
wai a "alow to the peaceful and
eoaalrucijve effort* made at".''

r .^ School to
*cLitv« racial lntegratlor in an
•d-j -a 'J

c
".a ! in* LituUon "

- ;- .!:.-. -; to kerp the aehool
or^ «t, n ; the decision la being
atp'-.>.X" lh* statement da-

V-» rt*-v ««ig newsmen the
*;?.. * ton'i u-U! meet Monday
a:.i iueaday at an unspecified
p'a.e to mske plana for cen-
-::..: - .*.,. *>c ^.ionat program
v'f»»> lu-L/itr legal atepa are

Jud^-e ChatUa revoked the
icljil ciajitr Tuesday on
grounds that beer was aold there
liJcf*My, that integration at tht
«::\->c: r;V.--*« „ Tenr.eeae*
• * '' •"•- ii.it School Di-
re* '.-r if/It* Hfrlsn had TC
Mint of land dee tied to him from

JC-i r.
:
-;, .. j, .,.. ^ ^

'--.. **-« (««« aewxjj would
r -, - - ,- ^ ;t fc-A.

tfa4t ^
a»«-t^ypci.-;q|; receive* tea W-
,- it, u v- r ^ or affair, ef ^

. . _ .» „j. tt. tut ahe la-
ita:: 1 «h; . < t'v.r collegea may
v-.-.

*»- •- f^ U4 e gcjjo^
*- - fcv*.t^g; e property ia

rt^>

1

4

;*****:!*.-••»'"

>%< a !^ JO,
\-ii*'

•*• «mptertied" tkat t vocV,

W U ti tu ca^ceJed -saJy%T
wuaa a*ary ^nowt HaVaMi
tfce mountain rotda tmpumkMm.-
Mrt. Clark «J«o dMriteitad

•»PJ^ of the Higlu«*!kf «cte«a
JTth aiinual raport, wfeJcfc
ahowed the acbool la pia&siat *
workahop en eonaumera' are*.
lema at Charieaton. 8.C., March
*«?, another on "The CoUen
Student and BociaJ laauea" a\
tha Monteagie «U A^rtl i+*™ em *^)ommunity Sarricea

luy aSF*"
011" ** *toau^le

Another •rorkahop; «*UUed,
"Voting- and Regtat»Uon,-» i,
•chedulffl for June « to July 5

ao^,?' ?"* ,pent ^^ •« Q*
fLT

rut
!

J>rea* "^wwc* da-
•crtbisg hex arreat last J»b/ ft•Jong with three male atudenta*
*t>o were accuaed «f dnmkan.
at*" «nd reajsting arreat^^
8ha aaid aha waa to Wa«h-Ington to attend a national um-

ference of "Now /National Or-
ganiaauoo of ^n«> Svt ^^j.
»y in *>3ucatir;" ght added
that ahe ia a r+«' of the Ameri-can Jewlrh Ctgreaa KaUonalWomen a Divi/on.

*"*•»--V>--*V- :

• .

Chattanooga News-
Froe Press
Chattanooga,
Tennessee
2-20-60
City Edition
Lee Art era on 9

Editor
Page 3
Column 1
Knoxvillo Division
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A legislative tommitte*. invntJfitaS Hljn-
laader Folk School, Bear Is*ooteajle, following *
recommendation in January 1M& from Arfratinf

Attorney General Bruce Bennett, wfco Mid Omitf .

Highlander were In hia district he would elote It

Today Mr. Betmett, who came to NaanviBe *'

year ago to consult with the committee, 4aasgr*a£*
Something ir.uct ba iotse to counter all the nifirV

ful publicity Arkans&a haa received in the iefre»

fation eootrevtrey. But whatever one may thin*

of Highlander—and, aa we have atated, we are-ncd.

*nd hare not been parttaana of th# ach#al—^t
•tanda closed In a mnn ,.im«n ,il case of peraecuttca

and political aetf-g'iOriflcaUon that does Ifcaaaa*

Se* damage in'tha eyea of a freedom-loving nation-

The General Aaeembly't committee, altar a
$3,000 Inquiry In which Gov. Ellington iho»«d *
bot&b!« lack of enthualaim, directed District At-
torney Eloan of South Pittahurf to |nvaatigaU

the poaalbility of closing the school. Two of the
Assembly'e b^at-known extremista, pushing the

;.rcbc, hinted of subversion.

At no time in the trial of the ease, however,

b»s subversion been charged by the state. At
one time, in fact, the charges were reduced U>

gelling be<*r without a license and personal gain

by Highlander a director. Mylea Horton. Testi-

mony showed that some beer had In fact been

sold and that Mr. Horton had been deeded prop-

erty at the school in return for a number of yeara*

service without ealtry. Mr. Si-ian atated at otte

pcir.t that ths aebooVi policy of integration ainoa

If: 2 h*i "not e> thin? in tht world" to do wttk

the ca*e. *"lt la up toihe Individual If he wnnta
tr> sseiatfK rttfc c*!or*r

;
*#ord*~l defend the law.*.

Bj! the aesrt-gtUoiu- section and Ua exploit*''

t-m b'-.c in fast, clssef H:jt!andaf. .:', ' '.
"*

Judge Ckesier C. Cfcattifl finda thst.lnttfrsf.t

•Mi

Th« Chattanooga Tims-
2-17-60
Chattanooga, Term.
Martin S. Ochs ,

Sditsr
Cns-xvills Division

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONT AGLE , TENN
INFORMATION CONCERNING
BUFI ,E 61-7511
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' T "l '.'•* .-r*» -•. t 1.--

t-- a f..\fcU acLc-ol riol&iea Tennessee law.
•i* r-ftu « a*<.icf.U *ow*axpe<.ted to mov* tor

t.ftt*.nMJ *tb«r frtv»u Jneliuiii«*~

,
;.:***• ** ****** *° ** **«? «Pr*Ai

v- * vv;>l,\c pr-.X I* eorsf^iUsa, by tie
c-^-t af Q*e aocititutionality of taa-psy \i
-''--* hy a»,»-ffLt^ prirtU a^hoola and

wttt a faw I

f Lite 1

>- .T

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN

DATE^Z
S UNCLASSIFIED
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Safes of Beer Cited hy fudgef;i

•rr a--*,
«-*.-

ADOE CHESTER CHATTlN
By T. OCADY GALLANT
Judge Chester C, Chattin to-

day revoked the general welfare
charter of eontrovertiaJ Hjgh-
|&nder Folk School and ruled

that a "receiver will be ap-
pointed by the court to wind up
the defendant'! affair*."

The Judge's brief eu re*
carved at AJtamont, Tenn., the
county aeat of Grundy County,
th!a morning around B o'clock.

Judge Chattin aieo ruJed void

a deed whereby Mylee Hortem,
founder and ^director of Higb-
lander, had been presented with
some 70. acre* of school land*
••for back salary."

This land win revert back to
Highlander -Folk School proper-
ties under the rujing.

\ Judxe CbatUn alao ruled that
ji-uijiiiander wae operating a pri-

'jvale racially integrated acbool

J- .

- 1-
' .^—rr <

—

*tt-

MTLES BOSTON
In violation of a aectloo of the
Tennessee Code that provider.

"It ahall ba unlawful for any
acbool, academy, college, or oth-

er place* of learning to allow
white and colored persons to
attend the same school acade-
my, college, or other places of
learning;."*

In his opinion, the |odg«
stated:
"Defendant (Highlander Folk

School) admit* that it preeUoas
integration and that it is a pri-

eite Institution. That H km
adult education institution was
proved by a preponderance of
evidence at the trial

-*
;

"Defendant insists that the
Supreme Court «f the VM. In
the case of Browa tb Board Of
Education . • . JWJ that ato
forecoing ftabjtef w*s ojnoon

stitutionaJ. Tec sWmdaat far-

ATTT. GEN. A- F. SLOAN
ther insists that the lata
Amendment of the Constitution

of the United States forUda
stats' action baaed on race.

*Thl Supreme . Court held at
follow* in the Brown Case: *Wa
conclude that t» the field of
public education on the doctrine

of separata but equal has no
Jriaoe.*

-The relator (the State -of

Tennessee) Instate that this
holding- does no* render tb*
statute unconstitutional as to
private schools. The statute may
be unconstitutional and void as
to their application to a part
of their subject matter, invalid

as to other parts, or, to state

tea problem m<** concrete**,
they snay be constitutional la
operation with rasped to eons*

(Coafkraei ae Fage I, Catena g

[hfcttanoogo News-
{Pre© Press
P-16-60
:hattenooca f

Tenn,
incxville Division

Re Highlander Folk
School, Monteagle,
Term,
INFO CONCERNING
Buflle 61-7511
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HIGHLAND*
CHART!H VOID

<Owttwe« Fmi hfi J)

persons end otstet of fact, and
uncxmatitutinoaal as to others."

Judge ObaUin then ruled:

"The court is of the opinion
that the segregation laws of the
state m applied to private
schools are constitutional and
sUd..,."

R2XR SALS
*fce court found that High-

lander Folk School violated the
criminal law* «f the state by
permitting the sole of beer on

I

school properly.

Judfie Chattin ruled:
"Tb* court it of further opin-

ion that the defendant* having
1

violated th«> criminal laws of;

U« state !r. that !t haa per- 1

mitt*; the eale of bctr to be
carried out upon Ita property;
wfhnyf % permit, or license, and
pcrtr.itu.tig integration in ita
•choo!, works a forfeiture of ita

1

charter, the defendant hiving
accepted ita charter with the
eendition that "a violation of,
any of the provision* of this
charter thall subject the cor-

1

po ration Into dissolution at the!
insistence of the state."

j

Jiidpe Chattin alao noted in

hi* opirJon:
"The court la of the further

cy '•'-:. that in the view of the
firidr:jrr of the Jury to the ef-

fect u-nt Mylca Brrt'-n. prfrt-
dent of the o>/«nd*nt corpora-
tion, -fcaa been operating this

ac/."c! for Li* own personal
gsi.i is wuch a misuse of de-
fer.

j,::m charter at vc-rks for-

feiture of same ."

The Judge alao §1*1*5 in hit

ej.Ir.:jn;

.Tne prrr wderano* of the

r 1"-" : '- LI* v" «.'. tiMt Myles

«-:. :f h-jj^. *\-*k*eUe Jm-
i- t * by the de-

lw--iir.t. Htlaiaader Folk
JIArt. Ttit he handle* ail the

jy—*.- &.' vta school That al*

tteu.fj *&*« stay Justus was
jths s^c-^.tr-' i** treasurer of
iU^ ar'.^ti, *jre did x»t write
tt» abaciii or aaadja th« C-

] career of th# aehool

WirniiLLCBIdll
*Tke f^aMert, VyVa Knffiaa,

k**B*<i tfJ-fm II «< bu de-
fendant lb vnti «n tffc»

ch«Ju, or doaigruitod •omoooe
vban ha was away, te writa tb«
ebocka He bad oaed tfca defend-
ant a money to pay bi* bnnaa
bold aeryasrta.

"Ha rearod a &mlly «t tbt
defendant a property and an tba
axpenae of taklnf care of bim-
oelf and family tbroujh S5 yoara
ware paid out of datftsdant't
funda. . ,

»

•

-Horton iatUflad tbat durtnff
tjje flrat yaara jft the school be
put everything Into t3* build*

tef of th* achool wfth the Idea
of rdtinf tt out of tba school st
a later data. Hortoa •testified

that for tho put few year* be
baa been receiving a salary of
aorne $9,000 annually. However,
b* was unable to produce any
record of directors, ot executive

j
council, having flaed hia salary.

[ Tba inference is that •bo fixed
jhia own salary,

)
"There isn't any proof that

:the governing cffJcera of the
I defendant echool have ever pro-
; tested any of the acta of Hortoo
[in the Illegal operation of the

school.

The charter of tha defendant
providea: The general welfare

of society, not individual profit,

la the objective for which this

charter la granted, and the

members are not stockholders

in the legal sense of the term,
and no dMderdr or profits th&U
be divided amoffc tfewo." Judge
Chattin'a npinkjl stated,

Tn« p*l*ft, wfte reaiae* at
Winchester, gay tkai defendaxt
S r £-y* In artLrfto appeaL
Mr. Horton could sat W

reached by telephone..

put. Atty. Gen. A- T. Boon,.
South Pittsburg, Twia, ta out;

•f towa "and oouJd sx4 b«
laanbed aayx*eii,t»^- ft* %ms

t+4 «M sceats toss

,tV*

t

.
• *.-r •

Highlander rplk
He »aa aaslatcd by C. P. fiwaf-i
•ard. assistant district 'otterDOy!
eT»«crsJ. Osjylcm, Term.: AUy.i
Allan Keliy, South -PittatocrgJ
and Atty. Sam. p^ suuletm,!
South Pittsbua. .^X^- *-'.

J

Atty. Ijocfl sWnslitter if]
Naahvine was chief steamy for
the defease. .- ^ - .- ^. -^ ; j

Atty. Cesry.'roaehed by tsle-[
phone is Jasper, Tone bad this,
to say concerning tbt serialnn
of Judge ChatUa;^. ,* r .

'

*^Por the state we feel that
Judge Outline ~oVdsion waa
entirely correct baied ifptin the
uncontroverted evidence to the
record and the provisions of atw
applicable thereto.
"Judge Obattto'e opinion If

Tery thorough and well-rea-
aoned and ahowa that be baa
fully given regard to the
theories and Insistence* of both
the relator (the state) and the
defendant (Highlander Polk
School).

FEEL RULING TO STAND
"We fed aaaured that in

•vent recourae to the appellate
eourta is had. Judge Cbattm's
decision will be auatained on all
decisive point*,* Atty. Kelly
aaid. , . \ ^ ^^ -< •

• ».
T
^
e A - *° c ! ***"« ^"s >«

.Nashville reported t b a t Atty.
Brsjistetter etUjreay for High-
JendcrlPdk StLoot, mn% 5oa

J
comment: * ' **:

j
The dedsfmi "was not alto-

gether unexpected since in Ques-
tioning all the jurors and peo-
ple in the community, as the
record shows, they sU said thatthey did pot believe in and
many aaid it w*j against their
religion tor whites and Negroes
to ait in the same ctaasroonL

"-Aay other comment might
be improper since the matter Issj- pending before a duly con-
stituted court,- tba Haahville
attorney said.

.

Mr. Hortop eald that be has
tafked with R r, Braxeal. dean '

of Korehouae College. Atlanta.
Ga., and that a meatiag of the

'taie •.-.. t* i esA' sooetisac.
* *^ d̂ *- «^tart win feoed

an all3? oert« M+ taOowtmg
*£, bad at tbhr-Oae wW ***£
*vv*-we m'mi dft,^ Jtoion «abL.

-*'

^\^;'?.JB?.^>'--^^>t ::%^V- vW
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) date: 3/11/60

• fSs
' subject:

5

:*I»*^i3

SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)
. .» ,*

a
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
HONTEAOLE, JTENNESSEiC
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for Bureau files are autostat copies of
newspaper articles relating to the suit filed by the State
of Tennessee against the Highlander Folk School seeking to
revoke the school's charter. A decree was previously handed
down by State Court revoking the school's charter.

The enclosed autostat news articles are described
as follows:

"Highlander School Asks ACLU To Help** - Knoxville
News Sentinel, Knoxville, Tennessee, 2/24/60;

"Judicial Decree Hits Highlander" - Chattanooga
Tines, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/26/60;

"Highlander Decree Wording Given" - Knoxville News
Sentinel, 2/23/60;

"Highlander Decree Filed" - Chattanooga News Free
Press, 2/25/60; -.

"Reds' Victory Design Noted" - Chattanooga News Fr
Press, 2/25/60. '(2

\
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Asks ACLU To Help

HONTEAOLE, Teoo-,- F*. **,

*t-Highl**ier Folk Schod ho*

•iked the Amertew Ctvtt Ubei^

tie* Union for help in ui«jUiii*»*

* Circuit Court <Jed»i« revoking

the lmemcUl tdult edwxtioii

center'* i*-ye*r-okl general «*
tire ehertor. - -< "\" - ^

fliis wm **dosed T\ie«d»y w
members of the mouKUia «*«f«
bout} of <to*cton •• ther*L

i2£*
ji** -Ait nun* to toke te RfU-

I

log" the otote ecUon.

Uy\e» Hortw, RigNmder jHri-

dent w>d on* of tu lounden. »jM

w> decision would eome in« W
•«e«tt« Ww ^ •"*» f
I' Porta* rwforUii • ^**ff
Lo ^ 4CU=. •wwjw

week by Judge Choiter C O-l

. receiver to •«u« ^Lff
lUlrt of the »*me«iil»JJ
two »A««I ftw ber* * W am^"

nc5,ce tesreBttion Uw «M »•

XoU. teM November • Ju^

A oi ^^* ^Jjtjj

SS Upeol to ** »*^^S^_

Vi-.*

> •..•'Ai.(i- ,' ..

The Knoxville News
Sentinel
Knoxville, Tenn.

Editor.

CfT^f Edition

Dated ^ * *»-V ^^

^51Page _
Re Bi^lander Folk
School. Kantee.r*e, Terr

I

^4
f'"*- •..'4,1 -"" J**' S» '
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HITSH1GBUBER ECS
Order Formally Entered

to Revoke Charter of

Honteagle School

'ALTAWONT, •JVnn. — Hl*^l-uvd-

«r Folk School** cherler wt* re-w - - .! iv,. -•w-o'j at««ti »*r«
fttM«« «.ii ifc* restdcRtiel proper-

ty «.t:,:- t*i bwn fletski to JtMet
Mr*-— —m |<*i_s»«*d t* t>* ****-!

5v..'»j» a. t-.e on«f'> ovKu4
.***!

c^,<. t «* n Crunch' Count}* «Jr-

*o.' c; .rt .*st Kovember.
CT;-i*.*ui trf &* ©ontrorereUl

•j- ; e"-uCi'Jor> ichao". vert di-

tv^-'l t- the cot.rt to prepare
%.. ... .'. C!~ ,-S £ r

1:.T.!/rTY of «U

»W* **%!

*
«ir

.'j »-!t1 f record of 0* "p-fcce-i

_ .„ .,: t «- l.ju •>-#• sfc

j; J*. is fcV* e*!f«ct tmrr-o-U*'
- ;.' Jr.; j-,>*r:ed ifc-.vSyj

., .'-.'. *i-d£ close aY.TTjj

* ... .-. a*::•-* ai eon.rf**iy
..•n_.il- <S: ?ee. _. L

rr v. jT9**«f»if Oj>«r»ti«ei

.- .«-:=- ef South P!t!i-

* J- »rif. - *r****-.tr, tt.it!

- • v- * . "fxivf. t* "4T-

<5; -t •*.«

'•.: f~- --- «r

•, o ft.^i*

r.r i^v c .--.<.r

«r-

. J .j i, ,
' .v. V^. $V?-

* .. < f-iv Aith^j*
i .

- -:* Ft
** —•Ail ir-- m-

*. r>~:riflon *? •»•?
... , -» r» r

*./-.*

v__r- *jtu4-S -W-!

Wd m« trocB IbmMih »cd «ta^iut

"Tr tW* nwiMin I •», .

ttse» •oenrV.t.T. 1 luv ^ ^« »bmte4 tor tin Mraont!
*U wotrty hmt, fcut| fT^L.*^1 - MrtoiC-ltat ftj

I *U t**0. I biv* Ucaftt J»
! b*3 TloMted «Ut« kvs to wmarwn fcr Aottiur, U Wl tart *•" "* •*» ««»* *tfl>o^* ft.

h* to te*di wm. mort m #* ,•«•, «-^ 5^*t Ju e«tr«tk« m t
•amt 00E!«wlMtJon.

,* -»^tur lBt^irt!f4 tchool w»a is

A feet fc-u-tf-rri* n am ^ .*1oita«B <tf Um «ts|t'i «n-stt)«e
«m •cbool »rowtT to Morton to *«• - ~"

: - .

Htu of *tl*rr fcr to* j-«« «Jrtat ^>« «J*» f*K »* wto- ^Qi
ttUsb U ro«ip-fl m mlwu *^ w^ifiw -3»*t:

—
tJoo -res «eclar*d «ul! »4 »^- rsvi •' ,

- ^^"^** to

iv Indn Chattta** «ro>r. tte *ffj» *••
to»ct. taritxtlaf too r*«Wo»oo ob- toto-* • -^. •

«v.c4 by fttorion. rrwto to ttx ^ -*
o-ii ii v
J^>*ttor 4 *>V-4I

toft***
to* flyrr **^s brfcro «a *»oeal of
to* decijeaL tfc* txecuttto a»o>
CO of toe ocheoJ, *hkh *vu to
eyslot. »-ben toe order f|i Hied.,

*<r**4 Wrtaeidiy to etrrr too

Ca&« to the I'l Susremo Qburt
|f jteceuary, os &^ oooooi to **H
#UTM. "

i
j

.
Jtomotito, ftoM-o-r. MbUa«v

or *-J^ %• -VMe*: to tor«u» tf !

fc^ «vori «4< * ;-'.r, «c>« to*
te-lxi to lottrtty osloutod «4
frc-*ut!ted from trtrirfouioc. «0»>

toii-lar. oi^-lur, dtiivti-lwr. Vledc-

tax. bTT-»*J»ec«tlnx. ouPtudertof,

oonceUtjc o? trarwmlttiai »ay oo-

ftet* ... to ony pcrsot, firm, «r-

tsniayw or er.fty tncj Bkewtoi

t . froan otmoetl'jaf or oupprew-
ifcjr toe tacwledee of toe ouovto

OAi. Place of fcotpin* ef uqr
•jto-
JtJw* CW'.C'.'i ©rd/r trw tot;

eWr *s^ if otttr torae.t K«i «1
< '!•>' o+.-*oo**rM to.;* 5«r4**M
Wl* •*. ^ j;jm '".- m <!:» •Ci -

•i'»»*>j^cj. toe «va^ e* *#*l(|.*to

R.--OE.V.*. *v; &r - '
,'JW*'"ixe-

r-y^cn,^ «# fkjotor*'i.%»^iw
»-.vJ arv< '.'/i^i-:'. <* * ro-«*i^o»i

|» oV*^ to« i^ewarU*. «*-. fel

•%to 4 g/^6/60

Auther of crticit^

EditorMwynJtJcha

F*S« nucbtr, EIGHT

- ]

c: ^
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Highlander Decree

Wor
.M-i

SOUTH P I T T S B U R G. Ttfh.,

Feb. S (UPIWodge Gieitor

ChatUn yesterday received ta»

aUte'i opinion oc what thoold «e

taid in Chattin't revocation de-

cm for HifhUnder Folk Setaoft

charter.

Cwfl BrtnrtHler of Naatrville,

d^V^» iPonx-y far th*

ffl«< r»o*P? tMfgriMd tod

XI 0> Oftatt • OV^r*

I »ui c* 4*itam
should |D OMB Ah ordor.

ChatUn can we either or write

qne of hia orm. The eventual or-

der will go into the' record tad

a receiver will be tppolsled It

cJm* out Ow oifalrs of the ocfaooV

After (he decree** hwiance, (bo

defect p& & As}* Jb *Lica te

•ppeal .

Br*a*tettcr fcad Jndiicalod be wfll

ask for a new trial • .-• .-

Guttin ordered the charter
rtvtvcaUo* kit vrek sayVm, Is bif

tyxlon, tv aUooI'a fc&pVed
aer^vurs arc wortsfcapg violated

• vt;^*.

..-••» •»-.* i . - 4'

Too tnoxville News
Sentinel
Knoxville, Tenn,
Loye W. Miller,
Editor.
BDKK Edition

Dated Feb. 23, i9 60

Page TEH

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCH-
OOL, MONTEAGLE, TENK
—INFORMATION-COHCERK

IHG.
BUFIIB 61-75H

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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DECREE FILED
Property Inventory

Of School Ordered

B? T. CRADT GA1XAXT .

ftifhUiider Folk ftthool hu]
b*en ei^nln«3 to jireoeat on la-

j

March P In * decroc bnpiemont*
irr r'oVfeion to rense* the]
»•* i I** .exempt caortor.i
>«-»' yi-trtf-Bfc***. Cretan]
Cum I '-«-.i* t,l w.*.^ ^Ai»!^.!
aM tiJ*?1

: "* ..:..-•- J

Ti> A>rr*e, *1\V* t» #fr«f'
puis -t-.to foret Oh oV****)
htr.dnd' 4<7u-n in the e*e* Fo».

1(, uaj brought to K;». Iwu>-
din'i eff«* la AltAjn»rt yimm*
day morning *t 1}:S5 •V.Wrk.,

The 6X:r*< oi»o enjoin* M«*s-
Uru-.t; FpIK tefcool from di*-.

m:rg pfmy pre pert y. or t**ao-i

tod* »
U iw>.*d th/jt» »*-* eho/lor

1

•ft tM tt;r* fV**** Jtvoa ft*

th* cc-rt* <»c*.uc; Violation

of tfc- «tAte'» oefTefatkm low,

tue of Urn »ctoc: lor tht pw
•on&I gtln of MylM AJoruac

fc:ir.4er ».'.<! director, ajvJ osio

of beer In violation of the tt*W*
trimiruJ htwi. .' -..--'.?...- ^

Jm^jf Cbeitcr C. Oattin did oot^

«srr•-! » receiver 1o "olod «f
toe a^aini ' of tfcc *ci*o:'. but re-

U.nc2TU» ttf^t ,U» 4o oo «^
tfc? rrcpey time. .'

Ar.y jrtoitUoAf of the oreti-

oiora of the flecm jrjU be «&^
ten-.?: C r-:-!. . .

•th* mil kj-i* *.*» f« mg*

>. fte to^mtarr ef

•wtt own.; ciHito otfTuo. ».. I

3rifU*»4«- bU aMotnwa li-

d«y Us«t It ortU UJu m fight

to prcoervt Uo Ux-tx*npt.ds»r-,
Ur to the VA fwomoo Court
If p«C«0M27. .

• ^ . v.";

2t« ««Mn eouetl, »o»<N

fco4i*» tK«(4> C^l*f«, AtHBtO,j

the "rtuu-jee »f ootrotof the
•chool for MroanoJ profit mv
•rJiLif be*r Hleplly «trt mei*-'

|y crr.oko ocrtcnt to otoud i*»'
m*)or tosue of inteirraUM* ^ h

k I>uhof Utt trioJ of the «•*.•
Vortoo fUtod under ,M(h Chmt 1

t*#r *m oold ot the ochool ooj
•% rouuon **•*"«%« tohoot

j

•1m o4 wit te« inlAjhjt*4j

#Umi aurtoa twupoi %h»j
.off* of o*w* *» o**^ of;

h.rf »^o* fcr **»s* »»#.*{
;*£t Ct4i'^ WJi<*4 t» *0*J
Ji4 load held |/ Sono&l

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE^klgLBY gPraraJR

... c9^r^tb

Jjt»5.FaKPoiJ^5S.^

Author of article^
• » 'i n . m. | . . i.i ,, ,

BditoAV. Ander son

Sutsnlttlng efflee.

Title Highlander
«lk_School^Mon% eajl
Tenn 9

Clfcsa.-r — . ..

Oitrfecu*' I.n/jMEjnafcipn
Concerning

i_cB.ufllejBl=2£ll.

\-.v'.-'. .^: ' -***•*••*"^. ''•"v.-V
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DEHGifKOTED
-;A(Jm.HoywardHere
for Nary Clinic

By 6E0IUJE BntNB.Uf
"Ar-erieon* or* playing «GV o-rt-^n. 0'.cr-c!n.p!.fiM! twtie

erf eovn'.rtr. rImUu ** the only»V '.->-;' *rr.*:»t th« »r*T«w^f«
«c T -.. -v .«• j^y;e elJop'OTUiO

for eVfaelmg th* United S4*f<«
Vt-.- Al?.:'i! Jois T. Mjo'w«H
«*}4 hert today. • •.,

.

A dm. Haror*. to .Che^ra*
UwogA to lait part fa ta* efty*
first K»ry R/»»earck and De-

'

velapmtnt CJUuc at the Unlvw-
•!ty of Chattanooga *ud Kua*

pita* to bc#*. America aco-
noir.icaUy, poliUcalfy, pavthelog.

p- rauiii^ bomb* on our ooun-

T»* a&rrirtJ aaid Americam .

ry:-.c*»n«.fy r.r-.r.f militarily at
ti-* moment. Jr. ewnptrt^m with
R' * - twt warred af*'rJt th*
d*ni -» i* future y«ar» «v we
|cofl>-^ t* m^r-4tim^ th*

t^f>.T. •wr** tVi* rmtoatt*a'af

4fr- >.*-.+ p«o*la* j •

' jl->.i H •»*.<!*. <*i«:{f chief
*• mvi : opera tiore. ArvtlojH
fcent. rr.isi* bi< rtrr.ft.rki during
*s i-..!r^i«

,v prtcr 16 U* tptr..

L«ff c* tMs}3
* c!!r.:c He a4-

(tf* « J-'-'V-rv* ft *i* ?*--i<*

t .•** «r. *'i««*.7
,« fr.-'t-iruUi

rKiwI th«*moir»o4 "Weit'ef ftatfesti ' dtftnae ."ifJT !

iiL^ct in tha world, y IMig.4i|iM l^* mmjef- ^*
.

rt 4m*4m fc*v* nvtkha Uut titt» imat »« u tner«Mt

\-

lJS

Al W>-f - ,,,
1

i

AT Ik.?. *-.+

in

the lut t)*cad« kin wrt»hj
Uonited Inajiy yrtriout «ra-
•epU of BAvtl wirfu*. Nttelwr
pmpuliion, tended aisnlM ttf

Ion* ud men rwfe, Mfh-p«t-
fonn*jic« mlrcrtft, ma4 now wsfl
revolutionary thATigm In abip
d**i*n. pttUeulArly ta *uV»a-
rlne*. hnr» created * Aew Karv
of treat potential power, onl
fcavt, at the amine Urn*,, creotad
new probkma in dtf«AM aad
•JiU-ouWoarioa worlan. - v ,

,

MTXUfTW bKLAT
j

•la a toe wfetn wo »io «o-
t»f"d ia a race for toprortd
iWMpeao. «M prlmeoy i»-
'p'^lMTt^t the* w» maaaf* our'
n«H,rt± a>.e» -Arvtiflam^ni
fTi« out) OlM
*--tapAM wi^h F»w t ..m 0>J*)
W» oeuat CWTfU Ok.oo4 fHoo- i

tl/ir end tochrflju fteanpo-A f r
'

KurUenr.ore, w» m**i ochlovf
Odentifi<f oraaV - throuffc* to
mt.iy xinexplorod CiclOa.

•^i« ekonit>*r of ItoaaKh'
irVu of lAterett to the Nav>
i« broa4 in aeopa, Wt art apOB-
aortof t«oearen taU ooch 4J-
verae fkld« aa Cht mtitra erf

'

outer aUnaapbtre, tht f.ora in?!
faun* of Arctic raftooa, tt*|
tmperaUon of oound to ail'

Ofi'*. aa« the KV^iox of tight
O^taJ* at aactremcly hlt-h vandw Umptrat^r**. We ley*
•P^n^rM irv*«Jorm?r.t of one-
»-*vi flying pUu/orme and Vtr>
Ocjd taae-off aircraft :

-

"Our po!tcy in aw^rdtnf ra-
aeerch and dtvtlopment oon-;
truru tt to work, wilt thoa&
Crmi which hjva tha Blgbett'
oompeteneo to iha ft peel fie
t-kL^Ji of tav.it • or tachn&iMv

**. H 9»«14B| J?«t Ja/ii* In-

to parUdpaUon by eoaoptsoftt
[omaH boftinaae flrmo."

BEES CHAILKNGB*
ke oaid chaUeagea faeftd to-

day by otfftntlat*, enfintori, fo-

tearch organlaatlont and fedi*-
trlaliata ftra: jr. •-... -r-

;

>

Tint, to have tha will and
dotenaJpotios to padtrtoJto bar*

I J

d^l

$,W

». iix. KUr*

; tc Wiova* iaiyev
"th«t *r* aiddaa em*

* yi *.•

. ^tocoad. to oaoporsta
thla TOgfon to dertlop orgurtoa-

tlOM to ondorUko tooaVi ^. j!"

TVrdl t# jSaka Irawrn Btof
heaft* a*fc4t»jj»iiu aaot
ar* avaJi»wa—to frVftfof •»
*»l*rt*k« thaaa Jobe and ba ahto
to aen th«M abfUtita.

•T>a r^aty cannot force aoy-
ona to uadartakt thaaa taakf.

It can aoek, aa H will and doot, » _, .,
but ft eannot find light* that Ht*,. P/Pg/An , .

ftre hJdden tmder buih<la Of in-

dUftrance. We willdo all wa can
to heJp. but th* fuuatrva r*ei« Author of article^
with JO*- i
-**b*«dT. fV Jpoer T i—

m

i

** - " —
aaa YaUty a*^ t* CnatUoeogft
ar** ha*e tea4« eigrniflcmnt eon- fMitor 1*6• AndOrSOn
trlbutiona U tha Navy ta «ol»-

*-^*"^* . -
tag our new technological prob-

lem* created by our new weap-
on* «ytt*m. Thli *ery *arfrarotty

haa baj;ed u* greaUy in the

paat Th* Unwerolty of T««**- Pg«e number—OKE-
**e i» currantly toahlng etudioj

r"*"
'
A

for ut en r-c-h mattera a» toe-

teor aoattar ftlgaale and tltanl- SutxaittlTU? office
am-hydrogen allojt. Many lab*

^*

g-atorit* ani industrial iaslli-

tt in thl* area contribute to

ocr fund ©* *ci*r.lSflf knov-Jf dp*

asJ pava the way for a newer
et>d batter ££• for an of ue and

faidwvi Vue beet posalble de-

fapaa of our United BUtea."

'fiecrttery Miln* will addreae

* dinner tna*Ung at t o'clock

tonight on A*Th* Navy* O^J-
tocg*_4-bi lAdoa.

1*
..
.'.',

V rite oeparata pend dlswe-

iJone Wfc*e hti'-i thi* ftfUrx,o'.n

at . , .

Katy «xp*rt« to eharf e,

1^^1(1 J. Tv:a^ ii^i'lt-ey
tha ChftUaaeega Gbaf

Edititn. . j;aji;i:jg

K?;ryvTTT,F

Ti t

:

tHighland er Polk
_Scbo ol_,]Mohteagle

f

Class,.^tftia.

Cham c t c r .I^fojCfiatlon
Conderning

tho w»f»tniQ' %-H$ JoaCf^]*^^^"^*2

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED

Atnertctfl brda**** Aacr.

eneraJ e^' v-hu. et *V- «*

CtSSdTftotai*s<*

iiil^i.

i'->
H-riti

, ;t ,.,t/r74W^;l,/,.-.-.:*>^.«L-

-**«*

-.*^

#
p i .wn woevsi' **- »j
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OfTION^ ro*M NO. 10

UNITED STATES <

Memora
to : Mr.

»' ** . TdUon-L
5 Mohr

«-w f & 0<

from c. D . £)eLoachP

subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

date: April 11, 1960

.jf / Parsons

%*F)*y Belmont

'J
f * Callahan

DeLoach
Ma lone _
MdGuire

Roeen _
Tomm
Trotter _

z
t.C. Sullivan

Tel*. Room _
Ingram
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RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the attached be forwarded to the
Domestic Intelligence Division for their information.

1 - Mr. Belmont Kr*

Enclosure /
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OŜ

:&^V^Vvfe:

-* "r-"-.^. ;':

^ ?:-i.y>- V-'v

6'""u
." -v.w-"

*erft INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^ttL_BY^£

50 MAY 2 1960

•vttT"
_
"?T;Trr • """T-0 '



4-750 (2-7-79)

xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

y /? n £ . jO a t^
L_J Deleted under exemption(s) —?____i_ J "̂' ' -**00̂ with no segregable

material available for release to you. S

I— Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

i i Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) »

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

Jjk- advised of availability upon return of the materia! to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason's):

For your information:

ISj The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
\ DELETED PAGE(S) \
XNO DUPLICATION FEE \

.'••-.v; X FOR THIS PAGE X
\XX\X\ xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxx



. -S.'aiA *m''um'j'...- "'fi i lljiii* "','unVS>iiii?itA
;

il.fii *<til»Sv±f•;*,**&£!» ^•w-'-.m «'ii'/^"« '>i--V' " ' 'ni'i'iWiTi'M'.Vr.'itfA_<

• '4

'fT?

Jrv^^t^^^

6L>

*?*fr
i*"~^^

<** 7T7„

J7$

,-v*

* •

12 SEP 16

ALL INFORMATION C0NTA!nI^^
//!V"

/
^

hi-khw IS UNCLASSIFIED lX
DATE JkfcLBY^Esmfcy



(

'•'',• ^-''i-'-'-'^-w- 3.^' ' '-^ >'-: '-'".' :

-
:
-.-"--V' ^'-i'; '.- V-- ">:.."'-'.'

^ti. . , 'ru '.", — ^:,-i."^....iwi •+&.

X

fci,*"-
''' *. *

TRUE COPY

^7C-

m?m

,.; iff

H^'-l

f, . --*w

ta&-'-«':^

Mr J Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

May I have a copy of your pamplet "Communist
Target - Youth"?

I am sending you a pamplet about a communist
training camp in Monteagle, Tennes see. I would like t o
know

open and going strong.

A/

Yours truly,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS IflCLASSlfIcD

DATE, a\9M BY EfrVar

TRUE COPY
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I - Mr.

SRfc

&3FfcJ

jm!3

£/%//
September 15 f I960

***- ...^
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V

"»• .;' » •' '' .-,*>-' '"Stf
. 'fir

'"-•* ,-^-°>'- .j*.-5c*
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.?* " >
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?<&:% : r . » »» •- rf

*fe«2-

ttfefilQ^ Folk School

Your letter dated September 6, I960, wtth/
r

its enclosure, has been received , and the interest which
prompted your communication is indeed appreciated.

J
-..,.—

In response to your inquiry, I wist advise that
all information received oy this Bureau is carefully

S 1^

your lnqun
by this Bu:

evaluated and f where warranted, appropriate action Is
instituted in accordance with our responsibilities in the
internal security field. However, information in our ,.

;
v

files is maintained as confidential and available only / >>
for official use in accordance with a regulation of the
Department of Justice, It is not possible, therefore, -

for me to comment concerning the organisation you mentioned.

I am enclosing a copy of »y report to the House -

Committee on Un-American Activities entitled "Communist
Target - Youth,* which you requested. J-

fry .. "".«'..'-. -* " -:'- '

Z- Sincerely yours,"

Enclosure
Toi»on
Mehr

Poj»OJi3

Belmont

Caliohon

DeLoach
Via lone .

UcGutre

Ros«n
Tamm
T.ott*. _

W.C. Sullivan

Tele. Room
Ingrain

"andy

MAIUD25

SEP! 51960
; John Edgar Hoover

Director i
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/-v.-
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SEE KOTE ON YELLOW PAGg **$ f,
r*$£!l

,;'a

TELETYPE UNIT

#
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE
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NOTE ON YELLOW:

3J

'3

Correspondent requests a copy of the Director's
report entitled ^Communist Target - Youth.** Corresppndent
refers to a "communist training camp In Monteagle,
Tennessee." She asks, "I would like to know what is being
done about it? tt

*•; i

£*a

>*&&

'.?&?,

Correspondent enclosed a pamphlet published by
the Georgia Commission on Education which charges that
the Highlander Polk School is a communist training school.

The Highlander Polk School has been the subject
of numerous allegations that it is a communist school and
the headquarters of communism in eastern Tennessee due
primarily to its interracial character. These allegations
have never been substantiated. The Bureau has not inves-
tigated this organization. (61-7511)

Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning
the correspondent.

- 2 -
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Mr. J. Edger Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Not far from here there is a place
called

H

ighlander Folk School . I was told the F. B. I. watches
that place rather carefully and that is what prompted me to

&k-
^^^^^^^^^^^ am thinking about working

,job| § I do not
want to jeopardize my chance by getting my name on any subversive
list.

1 nope you will take this into consideration, thank you.

Sincerely yours,

4

t
"
.>

s^^p1
*J

fit
J4J, REC- 22 £/— 7^/- c^/

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS L

DATE^ik

It W)V 2£ ,960

NCLASSIFitO

Si BY.

*v -.»>>«..-sTrnvsj^agg^!^^ ^
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1 - Mr.

>^.

,v > * * - «' ^-- November 25, i960 * '

-67^-
:

:

Dear ^^^^^^^^
I have received your letter dated

November I4
t

I960, and your interest in communicating
with me is indeed appreciated. . .v «v

^*
i: ..

Your letter is being sade a matter of :*&?*'

record by this Bureau; however, for your information,
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the
Federal Government and, as such, does not issue

f
.

clearances or nonelea ranees • 4~ ?vr , i •v : * *>.-**

--I..-'

» -."at'

* '•* -v '

I am enclosing some material on the topic
of communism which may be of interest to you. * .-.<

. 'v --' -' > v .
Sincerely yours, \^*\* v>>.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED*
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ t ^ M „

>.•,?
•"

Enclosures - 5
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Correspondent states that he understands
the FBI has had an interest ii " "* '

*

Folk School

to work for

orrespondent
he hopes

oes not want to \

jeopardize his chances by having his name on a subversive
list. Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning
correspondent. . .^

; v
.

The Highlander Folk School has been the
'

subject of numerous allegations that" it is" a communist
school and the headquarters of communism in eastern
Tennessee, due primarily to its interracial character.
These allegations have not been substantiated. The
Bureau has not investigated this organization. ;• ;

<

61-7511

The following items of I iterature were
'""

sent to the correspondent.

1. "Communist Target - Youth.*
2. "Communist Illusion and Democratic

Reality."
' "'

3. "What You Can Do to Fight Communism
and Preserve America."

4. "America - Freedom's Champion."*
5. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement

Bulletin." March. I960, with "An ..._

Analysis of the 17th National •'7

Convention of the CP t USA.". ,-

raaJfefiE

- 2 -



Januarjr 16, 1961

Mr, J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Please inform me immediately as to whether or not the Higlander
'hJ"olfc -School-of Monteagle, Tennessee , has been listed as a

Communistic "Front1*.

Tours very truly,

~m

7 ':':?%

'"».' *:<i

Tit*

?*
fc/

^

<vj

tf?

ALL lNFORMATl^ CONTAINED

HEREIN l«? CjfiCAJBS9l:C£0

DATE_<2

>
<y

<?

& JAN 25 ISol //

JPEAL CLJ MATE^» GOOD fp^yN [CATION • ADEQUATE LABOR ANIAND WATER SUPPLY • RACIAL HARMONY /



',-V^

!*'.*! £ 'i
£-?*

-Mi

&&&£*&£

"\;

I ^

j
« 4-

*

> iv"-*'-'*1 -'- '--''-v /^'>^-^.w>-:»-^V> ^.; <^jr jfc4—Jmb>«< ii b>
'

,

\';
, « -;'

,
,"

;

,, ,
, ...

'

t.<i'
.'
u„ '.

I

/*

j/zy&fi ^1 January 24, 1961

*- £*-.

ri*- *

V'

*:-»*

*•«#;

Dear

received.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEi^S^BYSEM
<?4

Tour letter dated January 16, 1961, has been
'%;

Although I would like to be of service, In carrying
out its investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not make
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or Integrity *

of any organization, individual or publication. I hope that you
will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do
not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry.

If you desire a list of the organizations which have
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the
scope of Executive Order 10450, your request should be submitted
to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division,
United States Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C.

\ *

ja:

tn.-l?-<z-^ Sincerely yours,

* r

[Note continued on next page) **W
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NOTE (continued):;

-hc
%M
•*r-*

be identifiable

The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist
affiliations of personnel affiliated with the Highlander Folk School at
Monteagle, Tennessee. >
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Mr. To! son

Mr. parsons'

Mr. Mohr

Mr. Belmont

y.

March 2, 1961
Mr. Callahan

Mr. conrad.

ft><#V>tfoach

The attached clipping was sent to Mr. Evans _

the Director in an envelope post- Mr.lMaione

marked at Atlanta, Ga. , with the ^MyRosen -

handwritten notation: "Shouldn't
*vT»ei_
Mr. Trotter.

Mr. Jones

i
this be Investigated??"

Attachment
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v
Mr. w.c. Sullivan

Tele. Room

Mr. Ingram

Miss Holmes,
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And Dr. King

Join Forces
Alkata^s Vsouthern , Christian

Leadership Conference~^- "bea^ed

by the Rev._Martin LutherWting

Jr.-^and Tennessee's corrfrover-

staT Highlander Folk School have

joined forces to train Negro lead-

ers for the Southern civil rights

struggle.

James R. Wood, SCLC adminis-

trative assistant, said in Atlanta

Thursday that 11 Negro leaders

have already completed a one-

week course of instruction at the

school and another 15 wfll attend

a second course in two weeks.

He said the first 11 participants

were Negroes from Savannah and
Montgomery, Ala. None was from
Atlanta, he said.

• * *

THE SECOND class will be

composed of students from Ten-
nessee and Kentucky, be said.

Mr. Hunt said the course was
designed primarily to instruct Ne-

gro leaders from smaller towns,

who will then return home and
teach local Negroes.

"They're being trained to be
leaders and teachers," he said.

"They are learning to teach sim-

ple reading, writing, civics, poli-

tics, economics and leadership to

less educated Negroes."

He said the course also included

instruction in the elementary phil-

osophy of nonviolence, social pro-

test and "what prejudice is and
how segregation works." -

MR. HUNT emphasized that Dr.

King's organization hopes the pro-

gram "will quickly outgrow its

beginnings" and will eventually

be set up on an area-to-area

basis.

The Highlander Folk School,

, located deep in Tennessee's Cum-
j, berland Mountains between Chat-

. Lj.it--.»ad and Nashville, has been
jf involved in the past in several
" political controversies.

If. has been stanchly defended

by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,

among others, but, in 1960, a Ten-
nessee state court revoked its

charter after a legislative inves-

.Ji[f>tiaa charged thaJJ^auBjtnists
had lectured there.

- • • •

• IHF SCHOOL has «fiT|i
ffT

operate, pending appeal of the
court order.

Mr. Wood said Thursday that the^uthern Christian Leadership

f*°?ls mutation might rub off,out ne added:

"We find no reason not to co-
operate with any organization thati^f^^. ^ development

2LS?
CJtl2enshiP <°r Americans

conducted itself fa a mannerwjnch u not American or^r?

Mr. Wood said the Highlander
cja**s are part of a t*r1e~Sui2
framing program designed tod?velop local Negro leadership Theother phases are "citiiensSr
^ools-tobeestablisheT^Sf
Highlander graduates and a "cor
respondence institute" to be con.ducted by the conference

;!L INFORMATION
CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATiUl^BY^U&*

ENCLOSURE
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Highlander Plan Designed To Help Negro Passjfotmg Test

t as

-ams
fal!.

teres
oens

•As;

By LEON DANIEL
Monteagle (UPI) — Highlander

Folk School, a liberal outpost in
the rolling Southeast Tennessee
hill country, is quietly at work on
a project designed to make the
southern Negro's voice heard at
the polls.

Highlander is training volunteer
teachers, who return to their
southern communities and set up
schools to teach illiterate adult
Negroes to read and "write well

• s--. literacy testa for
voting.

The school has traveled a rocky
road since It was founded in 1932
by Myjes Horton. .a jiatiye_flf_Sa-
v annaTi.'in eegrejjation ^-minded

The racially-mixed school's char-
ter was revoked for violating the
L: ':.'.c'i: Lcgttgation laws following
a v.ide'y publicized investigation

.'.:. T'^n.-.t:ssi:fi legislature.

But the school was permitted to
oiitlriue operations pending ap-

' *' .." court order lift-

iii? t;it charter.

Horton said he la prepared to
appeal the case all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Court But right
now he is giving less thought to
Highlander's legal problems than
he is to what he calls his "citizen-
ship schools.".

In explaining how the plan
works, Horton likes to talk about
Johns Island, a rural area off the
coast of South Carolina. Most of
the people there are Negroes and
very few of them, according to
Horton, are literate.

"We opened a school in a com-
munity there in 1956," he said.
"There were 208 Negroes and of
these about 30 voted. Now more
than 700 are registered and almost
all of them vote."
He said that as more Negroes

began voting on Johns Island
roads were built and public
schools were improved.
"None of this has been done for

the Negroes by the local whites,"
Horton said. "With the impetus
and support of the school, taught
by local volunteer teachers, they

have done it themselves."
The teachers for the schools get

their training at intensive work-
shops at Highlander. Horton said
he has found that learning is ac-
celerated "when the motivation Is
first class citizenship.

"The mechanics of the program
were worked out by Mrs. Septima
Clark, our educational director.'
he said. "I have been experiment-
ing with the plan for years but
she worked out the teaching de-
tails."

,

Highlander is financed by con-
tributions from throughout, the
United States. Among the more
prominent backers of the school
are Mrs. Eleanor Koosevelt and
Dr. Reinhold NJebuhr, well-known
theologian.
Horton said he founded the

school "to teach the theory of de-
mocracy and brotherhood," and
the school's purpose has remained
the same down through the years.
A congressional "committee, as

well as the Tennessee legislature,
was once directed to smoke out

charges of communism levelle
against Highlander.
Horton himself has been calle

a "Communist." He «aid he is

Democrat and a Presbyterian *m
I'm certainly not a Communist.'
He puts it this way: "If I wer

a Communist, I can assure yo
there would be a lot more Con
munlsts in Tennessee than thei
are now. I think I'm that good e

educator."

Freezable Dressing

For Salad Developed
Albany, CaL — Frozen salt

dressing la a new development I

scientists of the United States D
partment of Agriculture. A drer
ing made of salflower oil, wax
rice flour, and fresh egg yolks h
proved stable at 10 degrees Fat
enhelt The scientists now ho;
to give the product stability

zero.

V'^
feflWt.

"*#
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*
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE-2p^BYSifg§
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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DATE^4^BY^
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I have received your letter dated
*
:

Karch 3, 1961. with its enclosure, and the
interest which prompted your communicating with
me is appreciated.

J-

'<'.; V
While I would like to be of assistance,

the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI,
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations
or comments concerning the character or integrity
of any individual, organization or publication- I

an sure you will understand the necessity for this
policy and will not infer that we do or do not have
in our files the information you desire. *-. *-

In view of your interest in the internal
security of the United States, I am enclosing some
literature which you may like to read.

\v'-

Sincerely yours.

John Edgar Hoover
Director %.- w„.

Parson* _

Vioh; _
Be.'roont

Callahan

Conrad _
DeLoach ..

F"vons ,,

,

;3>

Enclosures- 5 ;

n
.-.

stv^ut *;***&f-

Tuv#l—
Trotter _
W.C.Siili:

Tele. Roo _^_ _ _^
r-^I"

f
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There are no identifiable references to v
correspondent*

Corespondent writes apparently in self-justi-
fication concerning her views on integration expressing
a segregationist* s viewpoint while stating she is not
a segregationist. She asks whether integration is
promoted by "communism" and then in her letter announces
that she does not oppose integration but opposes /

communism. She encloses a clipping from a newspaper"
concerning the Highlander Folk School which is described
as teaching volunteer teachers so that they may return
to their community and in turn teach the Negro people
to read and write sufficiently well so that they can
pass literacy tests to vote* The newspaper article
stated the School's charter was revoked for violating
the state segKgition laws. The case is reported to be
presently under appeal. Correspondent asks whether
schools <f this type are training Negroes to be
communists and expresses the opinion that this school's
"leader and other ones have been investigated and brought
to trial for Communism." She wonders who is intervening
in favor of the School 1

s leader* : ':
•

letter
Co ondent furnished an address on her

£1 t^

The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been
the subject of numerous allegations that it is a commutist
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern ...

Tennessee; "due primarily to its racial character.
These allegations have not been substantiated* The/- ':-"-' "'-''.

".

Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist
affiliations of personnel affiliated with the HFS* The
Bureau has not investigated this organization.
(61-7511-266, 267)

-2-
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The following literature was forwarded
to correspondent: -'

1. "One Nation's Response to' Communism."
2. "Communist Target-Youth."
3. "Breaking the Communist Spell."
4. "God and Country or Communism?"
5. "Communism and the College Student."
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL
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FILE NUMBER: 61-7511
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FBI

Date: 1/17/68

Transmit the following in

ATRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

" V**

,v-,rv;-.v.Ti!t.-.,,

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) /

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (RUC)

SUBJECT:- HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL;
IS - C

00 KNOXVILLE

Enclosed herewith f&r the Bureau and Knoxvilie is
one copy each of opinion of USDC WILLIAM E. MILLER dated 1/11/68
regarding Tennessee General Assembly investigation o^the *&7c\~
Highlander Educational Research, Cen

Enclosed opinion was-jttaTR avai lable by BRANDON I£WI^
Clerk, USDC, Nashville, Tenn. t /on 1/16/68, who made copy ,>c7<
available to SA

It is noted that the' opinion fn part denies the
plaintiff f s request that the court take steps to have a
3-judge court constituted and convened, sustains the defendant's
motion to dismiss the complaint insofar as it challenges the
validity of Tennessee Code, Sections 3-301 through 3-325,
and enjoins a number of the defendants until further orders
of the court from proceeding or acting further under the terms
and provisions of joint house resolution No. 14.

The above information s being furnished the Bureau/?
of their respective files. '^7 |and Knoxville for the completi

<3}- Bureau (Enc. 1TO
_Jt_~-Kaexrirlle (Enc. 1) (

(

1 - Memphis /

. yfP***
'

.

-
i*NCL0SimE ATTACHE

'4--^ " ALL INFORMATION CQNTAirS
*• HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,x

% JAN 19 1968

" Ig-^^e^a^.

£c-£- Approved..j&±

£: f:: ::S8ff
1 Agent

//y^rJ
Sent M Per

in Charge
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

F01PA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

I—
I Deleted under exemption(s) . . with no segregable

material available for release to vou.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) .

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Kage(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

k. ucwsuri of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

, i Paget s>

Foi vour information: LxPOpiNjc N. of USj>c_ WiLLiAM E- Millar

Tht' following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages;
'

"
- ISn -33f ^J^^_

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE<S) X
XNO DUPLICATION FEE \
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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May 12, 1968

F. B. I-
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs:

Can you tell me if the Highlander Folk School, late of

Mouteagle, Tenn. & now located in Knoxville Term, and run by one Miles

or Myles Horton, is on the F. B. I. subservise list? Thank you very much.

4m-

''?-**

o
,rJ

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEmSLBY
j&*

- /
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Your letter of 12th has been received.

In response to your Inquiry, this Bureau has no
list such as you mentioned. Further, Information contained in
our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with
regulations of the Department of Justice, I regret I am unable
to furnish the data you are seeking.

WAILED 9

COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoove*

1

^mer (3)

To) son

D«Loach
Mobr
Bishop
Casper

,

Caliahan .

Cor.tad

Fell

P
>/

A
II

"r « -All information containedt - HEREIN IS.UNCLASSIFIED

V' 0ATEj/flL24_BY^Sgnx 1 . jv-j-™'

he'

Rosen
SullivOJJ

Ir^ffiE MA?V4 1966 50 vJ*
*

Hotm»»
Gond TELETYPE UNIT I I
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May 16 - 68

Gentlemen,

Please inform me of what information you
have on the Highlander Folk School located in Monteagle,
Tenn. U.S.A.

I am curious as to the real nature of this
School which seems questionable to say the least.

•-*$

/s/

Sincerly

£n<^

d<-

JL, *-'

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UMCtflSSiffltD

DATE 31sM $ V Spkkr

^
\
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May 22, 1968

as) -^'
Your letter been received.

r

! mf:?1968

COMM-FBI

In response to your Inquiry, although I would like

vO be of assistance, information contained in our files must be

maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the

Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to furnish the data

you are seeking.

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoove/

.MAILED. Z

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent.

r

*tr

yzL

ky 0)

*"« idsjg^ „ c .DBIMP!i

ALL INFORM^N,CJ3NTA?NK)
HEREIN

DATEoI
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington. D. C.

De»r Mr, Hoover: o
I have been told the Highlander Folk School, in Monteagle,

Trnnessee. at one time was ©crated by certain communist

elements, and for that reason the school was closed down

by act of the state of Tennessee and its legislature.

Will you please tell me whether or not this school was

actually closed down because of the school's subversive

nature. Please also tell ne if this is the same school

where the song, "We Shall Overcon.e ,; was written or spawned.

Thank you very much.

Besoectfully yours,

-<V7<~

•iT^/-**/-
331

» *
12 JUL 9 1968

^x^^T^ I

O ?Ji t'AJt-**

,4 copy lynx &**,/*</ **» ZH*>*«- ^*,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,nv ^
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July 5, 1968
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I received a copy of your letter on July 2nd.

In response to your Inquiry, while I would like to

be of assistance, information in our files must be maintained as

confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of

Justice. 1 regret I am unable to furnish the data you are seeking,

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

NOTE

" rrIL

S)U
\t T-

n .

"

:-': leLoach
/-. Moh.

a*\ Bishop _
',•' -'' Casper

<"-ole

riosen

S.JlIivai:

Tav.fi _

Hoi

Candy
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September 2, 1968

#£-

J« Edgar Hoover , Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D* C.

Dear Mr* Hoover:

si-

Before I get to my questions, let me take this opportunity to

thank you and your personel for the service you render to this nation*

I am enclosing a copy of a picture and a statement concerning Dr*
Martin Luther King* is a concerned citizen I feel that this type of
information should be verified as true—or refuted if false* I hope
you can help me do one or the other.

May I have the answers to the following questions:

J
1. Did a person by the name of Karl Prussion operate as a counter-

' spy for the FBI from 19li7 to i960?

O
J 2. Was the Highlander Fo^k School abolished by the State of Ten-
* nessee because it was a subversive organization?

I 3.

organization?

Is the following statement by Karl Prussion accurate?

a

i\

n l hereby also state that Martin Luther King has either been
a member of, or wittingly has accepted support from, over 60
Communist fronts, individuals, and/or organizations which give

aid to or espouse Communist causes .*

May I request any other information concerning Communist subversion
that you are free to give to the public.

WWP'm

M
'$*$,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HtKEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -^

DATE mm_ 5y 5E* 6Tala>)

, U-iu

/• *^

Sincerely,

6/- 75-/1- 33 i

r ~:p ii i3G.

^An~JL /
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MARTIN LUTHER KING.... AT

COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL

The obove picture was modt by on •mployce of the Stote of Georgia, or the Highlander

Folk School in Monteaqle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The photo*

g^TpKVr was sen? re the HigMmder Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Ed jcatto**

The Highlander Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the Stote of Ton*

nessee at a later dote because tt was charged with being a subversive organization.

Those numbered in the picture are;

1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl

rVwtsion. o counterspy for the FBI for rventy-tv© years, charges that Martin Luther King

belongs to sixty Communist-front organisations — more than any Communist in Hie

United Stotes. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. ^ >
1 Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. /.

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Tram-

mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party.

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteogle,

Tennessee.

These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife

and violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism."

"-- - /--,; '•/<:

;t'^-
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September 10, 1968

F^i Jin*

'.Vi&tf's

^-^
w

Xn reply to the JiKjuiry in your letter of September 2nd,
with enclosure, concerning thfcjflghjander Folk School, information
in our files must be malntalnedlis^c^5^B&rtnTic55rdance with
regulations of the Department of Justice. X regret I am unable to
furnish the data you are seeking.

I can tell yon that Karl Prussian assisted this Bureau
by furnishing information on subversive activities from November,
1949, to July, 1958, during which time he was compensated; however,
he was not a Special Agent* Ms personal ventures, his opinions and
statements are strictly his own and the FBI is not in a position to
comment on these in any way whatsoever*

1 am enclosing literature on the general topic of commu-
nism which I trust will be of assistance to you.

4

* r. G
,\'i

SEP 10 1968

COMM-Ffif

Sincerely yours*

J. Eds* Hoor» ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^Ski^LBYSPSi

'5VT<r ••??*?}? Enclosures (3)

Communism and The Knowledge To Combat It I

Do You Really Understand Communism?
One Nation's Response to Communism^ ? <?^

^txs

1 *v

\

F^ ^rwa-siaHv*'*

SE£ NQTE PAGE TWO.
>V-o t*

i "iff
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. His enclosure
was a page from The Augusta Courier with photograph of Martin Luther
King and others reportedly at Highlander Folk School in Monteagle,
Tennessee. This page, photograph and individuals contained therein
are well known to the Bureau.
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March 25, 7970

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director - federal Bureau of Investigation
Wasg hing ton, P.P.

dear Ma.. Hoovca,

T con inclosing a 'copy* o& a picture oi Martin Luther King
photographed by an employee, of the State, oi Georgia at the^Hlchlander Folk
Schools I need a verification of this picture. Is this connect? Has King
been known to associate with these individual*? Was he duped

,
pink or led?

It Is most urgent for me to receive this information.

\o, i am wterested because our priest In
sermon last Sunday sold, "Voes anyone have the gate, to spend $5,00 to see
the movie, 'Martin Luther King'?"

Jf your answers are negative to my questions, I'll trawl
into a hole and shut up.

Vour reply will be appreciated and please make It fast.

Thank You!

yours truly,

P.5. I have the original picture as published in the 'Councilor'
f $hreveport,

Louisiana, this is a photo copy.

\!

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED i*
DATE msk BY ZVZti

Sir
l/~ g ' n

*+ APR 6 T970

CORBESPO.



IARTIN LUTHER KING.. .AT

OMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL

above picture waa made by an employee

jia, at the Highlander Folk School in Mo*tea*)e,

ee, during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The
tpher waa sent to the Highlander Folk School h>

>i'gttk l> MPQission on- Education. The Highlander

hool was abolished hy an Act of the legislature of

e of Tei»«!**sce at a lufer date be<au>*e it was charged
iruj a subversive organization.

ae numbered In the picture are:

«TL\ LUTHER KING, JR.

iER W. BERRY, a member of the Central Com-
ee of the Communist Party,

IREY WILLIAMS, President of the Southern Con-

ic^ Education Fund, far., a fellow-traveling organi-

«, and,

ES HORTON, director of the Highlander Folk

for f nntmnnfot Treiininfr Motiteaeie. Tenni^**?*

Pruasion. a former F.B.I counter**))", has this to

my about Martin Luther King,. Jr.: n * .'*&*.*- -**"

L —
"... I further do solemnly swear and attest that. . . .

one Rev. Martin Luther King was always set forth as the

individual to whom Communists should look and. rally

around in the Communist struggle on the many racial issues.

". . . I hereby also state that Martin Luther King has
either been a member of, or wittingly has accepted support
from Communist fronts, individuals, and/or organizations

which give aid to or espouse Communist causes, numbering
over 60."

White openly preaching non-violence in Chicago this

summer, Martin Luther King and his agents have been

actively organizing Negro bands and planning violence. His

purpose is to gather a million dollars a year from the suckers
vl. n „„_4-:i...4- 4. l:. .... . .!..Jl.
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el. each

,:?r 'r Callahan

Rosen _
Sullivan

Soyors _—

.

Teie. Room
HoJir.es

-£-?c

~-*tc

-^

:^4(>th. In

Tour letter, with enclosure, was received on

March 30th. In response to your Inquiries, Information in our

files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu-

lations of the Department of Justice. I regret I cannot be of

assistance to you in this instance.

Sincerely yours,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

i****** ^REiN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE^2|r/gj_BY gja

NOTE:

Enclosed is a copy of a leaflet concerning
te alleged attendance of Martin Luther King at the Highlander Folk School

in 1957. This school and Karl Prussian are well -known to the Bureau.
We have received citizens inquiries concerning the enclosed photograph
and leaflet in the past.
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( j Department ofjustice
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A

\)

to :

FROM

subject:

L. Patrick Gray, III
Acting Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

A. William Olson
Assistant Attorney General
Internal Security Division

Correspondence from

date: August 21, 1972

Jbni^

1 Enclosed for action deemed appropriate is a copy of

/ / a letter to the Attorney General received from
-

/ l/j^nc^ P an(^ a copy our reply

thereto.
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August 3, 1972
he 7

UbWII

..OWT.-OF
JUSTICE

attorney General Hichard ^. Kleindienst
*J~ shington
district of Columbia 20530

NJfi 3 W4

L4*5fc*

i-cr-r Sir:

I am trying to find out some information, about the
"Highlanders" who Jive in our co~7."nlty *n Nevr Knrlcet,
1'"T.rc*sfp;. <t-iiere is a school locate] on the hi -h-
l^ndera property which is supposed to be for Appalachian
vr.d-rprl vilegei children: however, none of the children
from the surrounding communities attend. •

It is rumored tint they are a communist organization.

?t. rile riorton owns the property and Kr. *'illi&n* 3*
Ludwic- is head of the school, the head of which is
continually guarded »nd only certain cars are
O lowed in the area.

The F.B.I, suggested that I contact you for this
information as they could not devulge any information.
I would greatly appreciate any information concerning
the "Highlanders", the school they run, or ?>ny other
irfrrrntion you t"i£,ht be able to supply ne wiw£h in
-

".'. £ -iMtter.

Yrur prompt attention will be 5??* *'.-ly ~.pprrciated •

T^ank you for your time ?.**-* cooperation.

-5 S^^»-:_^j.
1
v yours,

•nCTTRT? ff^RNAI, SECURITY 2>*k_

fT»W> ' - : •*, x

AUG 7 72
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UlWED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

Addrat Reply to the

Diviiion Indicated

pnd ftefrr to Initial* .rid Nnmbtr

K3P i |C-

, :i

m

Dear

This is in response to your recent letter to
Attorney General Kleindienst wherein you requested
information concerning an organization known as
"Highlanders."

In furnishing information from its files, if any
is available, the Department of Justice is limited by
1&> to servicing the Executive departments and agencies
of the Fneloral Government in the exercise of official
functions. T^c only authority by which the Department
may characterize ^r^onizations is pursuant to Executive
Order 10450, as amended, in connection with the Federal
Personnel Security Program. The list of organizations
designated thereunder is currently in the process of
being revised and updated and, consequently, is not
currently available within the Department for public
distribution. I can inform you, however, that the
organization mentioned above does not appear on this
list.

A copy of your letter is being furnished to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation for action it may deem
appropriate.

Sincerely,

A. WILLIAM OLSON
Assistant Attorney General
Internal Security Division

By:
THOMAS E. MARUM
Special Assistant

tW- 7 5" // —

ENCLOSURE
34/
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

nS jG- 7C ' JPr 1 T>
Lkj Deleted under exemption(s) ^2r. _. L -J- ^*ri. . ' ^— with no segregable

material available for release to you.

l_j Information pertained only to a third parry with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

i~~! Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[ 1 Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) , ,

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason's):

[ZJ 'For your information.

*

Tha following number is to be iLsexl for referer/e regarding these pages:
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7511 captioned, "Highlander Folk
} iti-u," 'disclosed that this institution, vhich in the past has

ctcd classes in labor organization, economics, and the general
of labor education, has for years been the object of public scorn
.-..1 allegations that it is Pro-Ccmmuni3t # FBI inquiries based

one allegations ware terminated 2/27/51 by the late J. Edgar Hoover
:. ,--red that no further contacts whatsoever were to bo made at the
"*

, This action t?as based on a letter to Hoover from the American
v«?v*rties Union dated 2/14/51, in which it vas alleged that the
as "recently conduct ins an inquiry into the Highlander Folk School
ently on the grounds that interracial education is somehow
rsive." Oar inquiries prior to the contact ban determined that
jboo! had had Coirsunist Party members on its staff as instructors
tid v;eloomed Communist Party members as students, but there was
ie'enee that tjio school \*as Communist dominated. The organization

v.-as never
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oik Admit
'drody pn ^mericci

Mrs. Myles Vlorton Acknowledges 'Song'

Printed, Distributed by School; Words

f'
Written By Former OfficiaJ -_;? *

;''

I SEWANEE, Tenn.; Nov. 13.—Offidals »f the Highlander]
Folk School at a conference here last night acknowledged!
•responsibility ior tlje use of a parody on "My Country Tis of
Thee," which appeared" in a pamphlet of worker's' songs
"tributed by the school in 1938.J >; • -*.-.-- ..:

"Title of the parody is "Myfokmtry Tis 'of Thee,** an
the words were written b'v J^orftEwesj:. who formerly was
sociated with the school, ;

,
The words, taken from the affi

>cial publication of the ochooV fn\-\

•^w: m. ;,-:-; vi- -

i Ify country 'tit of theeK '\.;_*

'

Land of mass misery^ ' H ^'
* Of this 1fling. » -,:I -^i£ v-T ,

I
Land tvhefe the worker* toil,

And bosses reap their spoil, -^

Where children starve arid freeze
' From Fall to Spring. ..<-:

JMy native; country the*. .t Kl>
•Qur fathers .fought tojfae '

•*

.You from a king. ,?/'*/ <\

And in their $tep$ toe tread, v
Fighting 4or mmUand bread,^
Workeri, lift up your head-
Let freedom ring! ^

\±Ja Mr- t*uon
((pTV. Kr. Cfe,. X*^r__
VV Wr. E. A-Tmnjni...

i J".r. Fcxworth .

.

Mr. Nathan

:.>. Ladd....

Mr. Gla.-'n ___

Mr. Nit-hoi*

Mr. Ilcndoa

Mr. Rosen

/Ar.Trac-a*

r*tf- )' ' ian *aildy

sf The song was introduced

/y
Ki|by. 'secretary of the

f .̂
ounty
Horton

Crusaders, and Mrs. My_
_ acknowledged that it wash

tainted at the schooL 1W» nag ap-
pears with a list of workers' songs

]

dn the fourth series, 1838, price 5

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DMl3hm BY SE^KL

CHATTANOOGA HEWS - FREE PRESS
Chattanooga, Tennessee

November 13, 1940

/

j; 1 BECORD^

{>'J r? * /
- ?^ - ^
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THE HIESS-SCI1IITAR -

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
November 13, 1940

V

&£ v

r. E. A_ Temn»_„„

Mr. Fosu'wlh .......

Mr. K«th«n „_„
'-. Ii.d;i

Mr. Efan .

Mr. CJ.-.vin

Mr. Nii*o!»

Mr. Iljndjn....

Mr. Rosen

Mr, Tracy

LABOR SCHOO

ASKED TO MOVE
—

'
• i

Grundy County Group Says |

Teachings Subversive

By VaSt«4 Trtmt

TBACY CTTT, Tenn., Nov. 13.—

pai5a»gWwiHJg^gPll5-B^ Qfil-ft la-

bor school wwcn recently received

..contribution from Mrs. Franklin

D.^ Roosevelt—-faced «teman8s""*RP

^1 *&£ iLJn'0Vt froTnA figafly,
k^ijnt^Hj?rThe grounds] that It*

fttf?Kmgs are "subversive]."

I jThe demands were made li

njkht at a conference . of offici

X

the school with leaders of

"Grundy County Crusaders," whi

was organised earlier in the eve-

ning for the purpose of "driving"

the scbopl from the county."

Jffnrirrfifin. - Tracy City]

nker 'And chairman of the "Cru
saders," charged that teachings • at
the school were subversive. Offi-

cials of the school, includingjamjgs,

Dfimbrpwskl, its- head, countered

with the offer to move if the "Cru-
saders" could prove that "our
teachings are subversive."
Dombrowski said the objects of

the Highlander School were to of-J
fer a workers' education program,
labor extension courses and com?
munity help projects,- He said no* from the county, because "Grundy
official connection, "only friendly County ' has received only adve
relations," existed between High-
lander and Commonwealth College

' fc^Mena, Ark.^ another labor schooL
jt-^emrtution was passed request

ing the Highlander School to move

publicity" since the school's este

lishment and because "no beneflj

only harmful reactions," have eoij

from the school since it was est

Hshed eeverml years ago.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , N
DATE.4fe-BY -'^ff^^

iA
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' r.. A. Tftirn.

Mr. Foj^ortb ...

Mr. Nathan

'Crusaders' Renew--

,
Mr. Lodd..

Mr. Egan .

Mr. C'avin

-4

Mr. Nicioif

.

Mr. Keution.

Folk School Ffght
Kilby Predicts Citizens' Group Soon to

Launch New Moves in Effort to

Force Highlanders Out
By JAMES D. PRATHER

New developments in the campaign of the Grundy County
Crusaders to force the_Hi£hlander Folk School to leave the
county are expected soon, crfTKiiby, secretary of the organ-
ization, said yesterday.

Mr. Kilby stated he was not authorized to reveal the na-
ture of the plans under way, but he added the "Crusaders are
working night and day." He pointed out Folk School authori-
ties have not made clear their work, although they have been
given ample opportunity to do so.

-

, i~""™

—

yft The "Crusaders* formed an or-

> g&nization at Tracy City last week
. and adopted the slogan, "No ism
L but Americanism.'* A. I* Hender-

[ son, Tracy City banker, was elected

president of the group. About 150

Grundy County citizens, including

representatives of practically every
organization in the county, attended

the organization meeting.

L When the "Crusaders" organized,
a committee of seven was appointed

j.
to confer with a committee from

i the Folk School in an effort to iron
» out their problems. The conference
.
was held at Sewanee. on neutral

;
ground, and many problems arising

- between the two groups were dis-
cussed, but no definite action was
taken. The "Crusaders" averred
the Folk School officials "evaded"
their questions when enumerating
the activities of the school.

It CRUSADE REASONS
According to Mr. Henderson and

Mr. Kilby, the "Crusaders" desire
that the school be moved from
Grundy County because:
—I.Jhe^chool is''charged •With I8ff
tering and advocating "un-Ameri-

let," and stirring

k_-

(A
.1
<A<\

frm ae4i<Ptti.

bor agitation,' .

2. The school is accused of teachf
ing "Communistic principles.*'
School authorities denied this accu-
sation. Dr. Dombrowski, school
head, said if the Cornmunistic
charge "could be proved the school
would leave"

S. The school teaches its students
to sing a parody on "America"—
"My Country Tis of Thee"—which
says the United States is "a land
of misery." -'

4. No benefits have come to Gru»
dy County since the school was or-
ganized in 1833.

5. A Chattanooga manufacturing
plant, which had planned to locate
near Monteagle, changed its plans
when it learned the new plant ai'te

would be near the school.
6. A moving picture, "People of

the Cumberlands," was distributed
which depicted the worst side of
Grundy County. It was stated that
the worst shacks and the worst
living condtions in the county were
featured, and that the photogra-'
jjphers saw fit to leave out of the
film every modern home and every
worthwhile activity of "the people'
of Grundy County.

7. -Grundy County youths are
denied jobs outside of the county
when the employer finds out they
live in the vicinity of the Folk
School.

8. The school stirred up flabor
agitation" in Grundy County, and
sponsored a "sit-down strike of
WPA workers."

9. Grundy County has received
"bad publicity" because of the lo-k
cation of the school In the county.

10. Plays produced at the school
are not- "conducive" to harmony
between workers and employers.
In the opinion of Mr. Henderson

and Mr. Kilby, none of these items
were satisfactorily answered by Dr.
Dombrowski, Myles Horton, educa-
tional director of the school and
labor organizer; Mrs. Myles Horton,

j
musical director; Dr. MJlan John-
son, founder and member of the

•wihuui'sp 1 board, and Rov Reynolds.
iof Chattanooga, memWf of the

I
school's executive council. - *

Mr. Rooen ..

ffr. Tmcy ...

Gaudy.

<?

u
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^/S3LBY^fK7
THE CHATTANOOGA FREE PEESS

Chattanooga, Tonnean—
Hovwnbar 19, 1940
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CHARGE COMMUNIST TrB-UP^I
Ww Pohr School leaders pointed

out the school is limply iT"ituui I

school" but the "Crusaders" are not
content with this answer, "We do
not object to a labor school," Mr.j
Henderson stated last week. "We
believe they (the school authori-
ties) are closely associated with
Communist organizations ud
teachings."

Dr. Drombrowski declared at the
Sewanee conference that the Folk
School at present is the only tabor,

school of its type in the United
States. He said Commonwealth Col-
lege in ArkansaSr a former 'Tabor
school," had been disbanded, and
that a similar school in the East
had folded up.
Dr. Dombrowski has pointed out

that some of the people in the com-
munity desire the school to bt re-

tained. He said a petition was be-
ing circulated for signature*. He
also offered to move the school if

charges could be substantiated that
the school is a "detriment.'' it It

is "un-American,** and if it Ja "ille-

gitimate." He said, however, that
he wanted "proof' to substantiate,
any charge. '

The school head said the major
work of the school is its activities

in connection with labor. "This is

a new service for industrial work-
ers," he maintained. "It is a serv-
ice designed to help workers func-
tion more intelligently in their un-
ions." Labor history and econom-
ics are taught students who en-
roll, he added. Collective bargain-
ing also is one of the subjects
taught
Dr. Dombrowski said students

come to the school from many
states- He added that an exchange
student had enrolled from Max!*
co. Students are given six-week
courses. "We have the help in
these six-week courses of not only
members of our staff, but outstand-
ing labor leaders." Dr. Dombrow-
ski said the school has the "official,

indorsement" of labor. Many labor!

groups have come to the defense of
Uj£_Xchfi«i, ^e asserted. #

'

-

"Our complete program" STtome*

/

that of a settlement

{£*

what like

house transferred to the country^
DonToTTTwski continued. «!*• dif-

ference is that changes are made)
to* suit the needs of the commu-
nity." He added: /<

"We have done a lot of things of

a cultural nature, but our main ef-

fort is to try to raise living stand-
ards. We have not been very suc-
cessful.^ We will admit that we
need your help."
The nursery school, which give*

assistance to about 13 children, and
;
quilting, berry picking, canning
and potting activities were cited
at ilium "of the accompUflllhisitUi

the school in the community. -|

CITIZENS* STATEMENTS
ere *re some unsolicited
ts, from well-known people
In the vicinity of the ach

who desire that it be moved:
E. W. Cheeck, Tracy City, retail

j druggist: ....

•The people of the county ire
efinitely opposed to the Folk
hool, and we think it* influence

s bad. Boys from our county have
en refused Jobs elsewhere be-
use employers think they are

abor agitators. We were denied •
fehirt factory because of the bad
publicity given the county in con-
nection with the school. The Ichool
U bad morally and to every other
way. I think Mrs. Eleanor Roose-
velt put money In the school
through ignorance. I think that is

the kindest thing I can aay about
Mrs. Roosevelt.'

Mrs. J. J, Lasater, Monteagle
restaurant " owner: . .

"I want the school and the peo-
'

pie who are connected with Jt
moved back where they came
from."
W. H. Cor, Palmer, president of

»

Local 5,881, United Mine Workers?
fof America: ..

"I just don't believe the Folk
School should be allowed to stay
in Grundy County, or any other
county. They should be driven back
to where they came from. I don't
think they have ever done any-
thing that was any good for Grun-
'dy County. The schoop has been a
disadvantage to the county ever
since it came The school has driv-
en' business from the county that
we would have gotten." - .

Horace Moore, Palmer, member
of the' United Mine Workers, ed,,
America: *"

"The Folk School has been a sore
spot in my "mind for a long time.,

I think the school is un-American/*
! No future conferences between

_ ders" and «tfce—Tolk
ool heads have been announced.'
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Hu&Listed as a Sponsor^
for 'Folk School' Benefit

? ... -—.

—

*

Mrs. Roosevelt and Others Prominent in New Deal Aid Insti-

:
tution Which Tennessee Group Opposes.

By JOHN T. MOUTOUX, News-Sentinel StafCorrespondent

' * • ^SHm?TON, Nov. 29-Secretary of State and Mrs. Cor-
dell Hull are listed among the sponsors of a benefit to be given!
here the night of Dec 6. for the Highlander Folk School off
Monteagle, Term. ' .-'...* ' ' "

I

The movement here to aid the Tennessee "labor school"'
Is in striking contrast with the effort of a Tennessee group to,
driye the school out of Grundy County.
Other ponsora of the benefit In-

•lude:
Mrs. Fran Win D. poosevelt
Supreme Court Justice and Jrfrg,

Hugo L. Black.
Secretary of the Interior and Mrs.

Harold L. Ickea.
Miss Harriet Elliott of the National

Defense Commission.
Sidney Hillman of the National De-

fense Commfseion.'
Leon Henderson of the National De-

fense Commission.
Dr. John Studebaker, head of the

IJ. S. Bureati of Education.
Federal Works Administrator John

* Carmody.
Former Governor and Mrs. Cifford

Pinphot of Pennsylvania.
Ren. Jerry Voorhis of California,

manner of the Dies committe*.
Rep. Lee Geyer of California, author

of the bill to abolish the poll Ux.
Rep. John Coffee of California,

•taunch friend of the TVA. '•''

; Poet to Participate

A, chibald MacLeishJlibrarian of
the I Library of Conglsses and a
pota I poet, will readflone of his
wor£s, "America Was* Promises."
A ballad poem by Katherine

Garrison Chapin will be sung by
Louise Burge and the Washington
Choral Society. Miss Chapin is the
wife of Francis Bid die, solicitor-
general of the "United States.' ' "*

r

Mountain and workers' ballads
and Negro and folk songs will be
sung.

Admission pricfes of $1.5(1 Aid
$2.50 assure a ^onsiderablefeum
wiU be raised for the Highlander i
Schpol. j - | J

Mr. Foxwt>rth

Mr. Ledd

Mr. E n

Mr. Giavin,—
Mr. J'i-aol ...

Mr. Hcndon.-.

Mr. Rosen ....

Mr. Tracy —
Mis* Gaudy...

all ipji-'ortMATi'j.i Contained

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE sm w BY^asmia'

THE KNOXVILLE HEWS SENTIHEL
_ Knoxrille, Tennessee

November 29, 1940

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL,
Monteagle, Tennessee]
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES
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On
jrungy County Crusaders Plan to*?

sent Findings to Un-American Pro?

-.:"
*'-;

Wheni HeYisjts Chattanooga

ALL iKFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE ,?[fc[S4 RY Sfrfr*^/(£

INDEXED V-WI-&

\

By JAMES D. PRATHER
Representative Martin^Dies, of Texas, __^

ifamed House committee investigating un-American activr

twill be presented evidence in connection with the operation
(

» of thê Highlander Folk Schoo] at Monteagle when he comes.;

here Dec. o to mane, an^address in Memorial Auditorium, The
j News-Free Press learned from a reliable source this morning.

The informant said members of the Grundy County Cru-
[saders, an organization formed several weeks ago to work to-

rd the removal -of the school from Tennessee, -were study-
plans to present evidence they have obtained about the

sinool to Representative pies. It is expected a committee
fjom the Crusaders will -seek an appointment with Dies before, i

his speaking engagement '
. r

. ; ;'•'" . ; ~i

f CRUSADERS CHARGE . *j

The Crusaders have openly ac-^

cused the achool of teaching *nd
*

fostering comniunistio principles,

but Dr. Jame*iPolfibrqwski chair-

man^STTKe^chooiTandother school

officials have hotly denied the ac-

cusations. Dr. Dombrowski stated

at a conference held between a
committee from the Crusaders and
'committee from the school at Se-

anee that Highlander would leave

e state if it could be proved (fey

e Crusadera the school is ctftj-

unistic. I
Dombrowski explained the sclftol

is maintained as a "labor school,"

and that union men who attend

Ere taught how 4o fe*U** 4**& srttte

their employers. The Crusaders, oh

the other hand, charge the school

has prevented industry from mov-^

ing to the county and that the 1»M

fluence of the school has prevent-1

ed Grundy County youths from ob-

taining Jobs elsewhere. Employers,

the Crusaders allege, are of theJ
opinion youths who come from
fGrundy County are "labor agita-|

tors." .-'. .*- , !

The Crusaders fanned a flame that

had been simmering for some time

when they formed their organiza-

tion at a mast meeting held to

Tracy City. A mass march on the

school had been planned, but this

was abandoned. Instead, a confer-

ence was held at Sewanee, with Dr.l

Fleming James acting as an Impar-*

tial chairman. The conference last

ed four hours, but no definite plan

was worked out by the groups.

A. L. Henderson, president of

the Crusaders, and C. H. Kilby, sec-

retary, have gathered a great deal

lof evidence al»ut the school, and
some of this was revealed at HbS
iwanee conference. They called

lal attention to a *ong book
Wished at the school which .-000$

ined a paradoy on "America." The,
said In part thafr Mas rTa,

of
'

TKS/fctrA-TTANQOGA FREE PRESS
Chattanooga, Tennessee
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MRS. FDR GIVEHT
FOLK SCHOOL AGAIN

Letter to Dombrowski Re-

1

bukes Foes j May Visit.

S|wrl«l TnThf Krw«-S#ntlM1 *'

MONTEAGLE, Tenn., Feb. 8—
James Dombrowski today said
that Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
has sent Highlander Folk School
another $100 scholarship. Her
letter, a copy of which was head-
ed "THE "WHITE HOUSE," was
given by Dombrowski as follows:
"My Dear Mr. Dombrowski:
"I am sending you the same

amount as I sent you lasf year as
my contribution toward a scholar-
ship in the Highlander Folk
School. *

"

•

'I have had the school checked
by people in whom I have afcK
solute confidence and am con-
vinced that the newspaper attack
and the groups which have been
opposed to you are not opposed^
to you because of any communist 1
activities, but because they areI
opposed to labor organization and, I
therefore, labor education. This*
seems to me a roost unwise and
short-sighted attitude and, there-
fore, I am continuing my support,
I hope this spring to come down
to>aa tftr ^rhool myself

"

£?*

:^ixv
££ .V,

KNOXVILLE NEWS-SENTINEL
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE
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Junior Order

Denounces

Folk School
College Excorialed
As 'Hotbed Of
Communism'
Resolutions condemning the

fighlander Folk Srhnnl „f Sum:

leriieiu, near Monteagle, as a
"hotbed of Communism" were
passed yesterday by delegates of
the State Junior Order of Ameri-
can Mechanics in annual conven-
tion here.

The group also passed an "all-
out" aid to Britain resolution in-
troduced during the afternoon
session by C. H^Kjlby, Junior
Order member arid secretary of
thej.gt-undy County Crusade -

movement which repeatedly has
criticized Highlander Folk School
He a 3so introduced the resolution
against the school.

,

i

mf IKFqyMBD _

-Kilby last night said he, had
turned over complete data to FBI
•gents and had given testimony

before the Dies Committee at

Washington, that the school was
one of three in existence in the

Fnited States today advocating the

formation of a "Red form of

government."

"This school (Highlander) and
others now located in isolated

sections of North Carolina and
New York are recruiting" students

from the 13 Southeastern states
"'

and go under the guise of a labor. 14

school," Kilby charged^' .'

™

Reports of the State Council and k
standing committees were read at *•'

yesterday's opening session at*.

tended by 24 officers and national |*

representatives, 68 members of the'

State Council and 16 new members. fc

ELECTION TODAY..
£

Officers are; -to be elected this
|

morning. ' /
, |[

The group yesterday pledged $85 -.

lor the Tiffin Orphans Home at

'

i Tiffin, Ohio, sponsored by the!
[Junior Order. ,- *

j
Mayor Fred Allen^ Congressman

John Jennings Jr. and Judge Alex
'Bailey, of Lenoir City, were prin-

cipal speakers yesterday. ."

. . :

-*'_

Jawwo' .W^ Zirkle, State taun-
cillor, will preside today.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE44s^_ BY seosraw
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cufcr-ro* blindnI^ : ^

NEWSPAPERS er nswspspsr people afflict-

ed all at one* by the day-to-day inability

to see or recognize a Communist, are In

& state of midden blindness, fortunately it

isn't contagious. As a matter of fact, It isn't

even quite convincing. We recommend excreted
tor It, 'Simple calisthenics which we shall call
the <5et-Down-Your-October, lMft-Jllee-Aad-
See-Wbat-You-Wrote-Tben ire*tta*ri(/?

Lo, there were Communists then. Tflyhlsnd-
er Folk School wee the nucleus (these—WW

1 (ILeeXj -et-communist enterprise, and the arti-
cle* published were calculated to expose it as

asuch. That wag during its stage of lncipiency.

|
Not yet was it being openly courted as a resort

I of the political intelligentsia. Not yet was It

j being patronized in more than clandestine
* faahlon by the "liberals." Sidney Hillman had

•till to effect his all-inclusive coalition, even-
tuating in the scales of this present blindness.

I

The theory of the thing apparently is thai
when one multiplies the Highlander outfit bJ
tour or five—mixes it with the Southern £oi*l
ferecce for Human Welfare, the PAC, the
National Farmers Union, the FEPC—suddenly
it Just ceases to exist for what it was; and,
presto, the last taint .and vestige of Com-
munism vanishes from the whole tUXt at

x Tennessee! "->

No, that professed blindness isn't conr
JUgious. The record is there for anyone to see
jpvhose eyes are not deliberately closed. Com-
Tmunism has 'its agents in this state, for a cam-
Jpaign which i* part of its overall effort to
wrest from the people of the United Stites
their own government Few are blind-Jmd
even these can see if they will only look.

ort U
stitei

i-4in<

[Hr.tWsesi-

lMr.K.^ T

[ifr.OeCf-

j
Mr. Cofler-

Mr. Olavto-

^Mr.Ledi-

[ Mr. Webs*.—

—

I
Mr. B«*en

Mr. Tracy.—

Mr. CirtSD ..«—

,
Mr. Bgsn

Ita. Onrnw—-

—

Mr. Bentton -

: Mr. PeD.nias*to°
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JCIO students at folk school

call for farmer-labor unityv
MONTEAGLE, Tenn.—"Worker* *nd farmers ar« ulues • • «.

The common people have ft common enemy , . , Big Buslnes*." ^ *-;

These were, among the comments made by CIO students ft*

they iummed.jp the highlights of the Third Annual Southern (30
Term held n^Hlghlaiider Folk School. Monteagle, Tcnn., from May
6 to June 2.

Representing CIO workers In

the oil, chemical, wood, textile,

tobacco, rubber and laundry in-

dustries, the students sent a vig-
orous protest to president Tru-
man against the union curbs he
recommended to Congress.

"We feel that the action you
have taken is lining yourself up
with big business and capital

against labor. We consider this

a betrayal of the late President
Franklin D. Roosevelt's princi-

ples and policies to which you
! pledged your full support-**

;
These sentiment* were also

voiced by Farmers Union, CIO
and AFL representatives attend-

' ing a farmer-labor conference
held at Highlander Folk School
during the CIO term.
HomerTyCrabtree, secretary-

,
treasurer of the Tennessee Farm-
>su ttniap, told the delegates that Tennessee CIO-PAC d*

much of the misunderstanding
between organised labor groups
and the farmers resulted from
"monopoly interests," which wart
able to keep these two groups di-

vided by controlling the instru-

ments of education and infor-

mation.

"Actually," he said, "the In-

terest* of the two groups are
the same. Farmers cannot sell

their products unless the work-
ers' wages are enough to buy
them—and workers cannet keep,}

their Jobs unless fanners snake i

enough money to buy the prod-
ucts Industry workers make,"

Techniques for carrying on «f-,

fective political action in their

local unions were^J»*ght the
students by Josephl^Gaer, editor!

of the CIO Political/ Action

i

pamphlets, and OrvanfencsJd, I

*o£?\
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Peoples World for
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School Gives Courses-Promoting Race AmHy
cDonald

in 1932 by M,

Tennessean, ami
Georgia poet, 'is & 'hew kind of

j
school. It has do entrance require-
ments, gives no credits or degrees,
and tailors its courses to fit the
needs of the students and their
'problems.

j

For example, last year, after the
.'.1*. Tean., race riots, the'

school gave courses devoted to pro*'

moting understanding and coopera-
tion between Negroes and whites.
The school regularly provides in-
struction in labor, history, econom-
ics, parliamentary law, labor-man-
agement contracts, journalism and

]folk music.

j
Horton and West from the very

lue^inning decided that one of the
[main things ailing the South was
frapp hatred, and that the best way
, lv ^.4»kc the South democratic was
to train both Negroes and whites

| to the and work together. They
j
were assisted in their early efforts

jby Dr. Lillian W. Johnson, an ami-
'able elderly lady from Memphis,
,
who donated 200 acres of land and

.& leg cabin-

Not long after the school opened
j Zilphia, a girl from Arkansas, with
|
an accordion and a beautiful voice,

j
appeared. Myles and Zilphia were

I married in three weeks.
i "I think it was love at first

{sight," said Zilphia, who has spent
:rnost of her life collecting folk

j
songs as they are sung and played
jby people In the hills.

\Dijfieuhieg Licked
:

^

'TJURING the thirties the schoolXJ
had a rough time, in spite of

: enthusiastic indorsements from dls-

tirgY :rhed educators, such as John
iDewev and Frank p. Graham,

Carolina.

Myles and Zilphia had to g© erat

and raise money to keep things %e-
nr. (They only charge f50 a month,
Including room, board and tuition.)

hit they never lost faith In their
It*!, and today the school has a
r^ord of training 20,060 South-
erners for leadership In their com-
munities.

those In the city and the country.
He gave as an example a Farmers
Union dairy organization which is

dealing directly with workers in a
milk processing plant In Tennessee.
In September Highlander School is

holding another two-week course
on soil conservation and farmer co-
operatives.

There is reason to believe that
Highlander has made a great im-
pression on .Negroes as well as
whites. Recently a "Negro scout-
master in Chattanooga, after talk-
ing to Hyles Horton, said:

"I'd like to bring my Boy Scout
'roop up to Highlander just to show
hem that such a thing does exist
*nd that there are white Southern
rs without prejudice. "We wouldn'
other you any. We couldfcamr
•it in the woods and just loJk int

e windows once in awhie. .

T

cmld mean so much to ny boy;
.vhile they're growing up." *

phia was In Washington not),*"

—

g ago on a fund-raising expedi- dustrial

tion and brought with her a cuwnuuu ftaj d each other.,

'

stringed Instrument called a "har- Stag Expanded

Photograph by WWUhMm
;

to *unfer-

"I looked for a harroonie for

years," she said. "Finally I found
one 'way back in the Tennessee
mountains. An old man taught me
to play it and gave it to me, mak-
ing me promise to teach someone
else how to play it. He said that

playing the harmonie was becoming
a lost art, and that no one in his

community took any interest in it"
Several years ago the school

started giving courses on setting

pRADUALLY the school has ex-
*-* panded its staff, and now has
seven regular teachers besides call-

ing in specialists in various fields

to give instruction. The school is

gaining a national reputation. Stet-

son Kennedy, author of "Southern
Exposure," says it has tremendous
influence in breaking down
hatred in the South.
This summer, courses were given

at Highlander by James Patton,

up farmer and consumer codpus" MXridcnt of the National Farmers

tives. Attempts also were made to Umon; Aubrey Williams, pub

break down the traditional city- - ^—XT'— «,-—.-"— '

country antagonism. Myles says w4of Southern Farmer and J. C.PMfe cou „ . , ,

tue University of Northcjft never have, a functionin^Aml8.>."fricultural 4i-"e?toro'

$

i£4r-¥<V
'A

democracy unless farmers lh-5^^-J**tton suggested that farmer-
L

wabor cooperation would help both
J

\y

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

l?t ,, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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E6I Stirs Trouble For
Tennessee SchS

ta T«» COMPASS

Mrakaik, Tenau, March 11
-~fTtl mnU b*TC etuc her*
to investigate the

A .

I
> investigate the progressive

5JS53S p^ifc 53u£E mg.
»y the tncatkms they have
ashed araund EEB small e»m-
annltT" in the jiumbcrUnd
Mountains, they have stirre3|

n» the nrtt apyaitktn jn aver
a decade to the InterraclaJisxn

which the athaol ncagttecJT

»J pUht the FBI has ataod
wmrgsoszss
_««t It has iaferrorat^d the
people af the neighborhood ,

gWgharJtin^ qccsUon* related
ia Communism and the JP.res-

ence af" Kcgro students.
- nrn^ni- u bow who—s^ui-
b* what Negroes- attend eanfer-

and gathering* at the school,
fc*t takes place at eanfei-enrea,
list uIm plrnce after conferences,
at ft peaple steep.

>le who have always had
ty»; < 'uouots aoour me school and
jETtfScTTcco!" non iW HUttlWl Mr*t
nowi-TPcome cpnyjnx,fd, that Ihf
>rJ ha-- secvt-t information tha :

ANIMATED DISCISSION in a .U^room at the liich lander Folk
eVhaot.

"the school^ both Communist and
'Borne people wno nadgrimoral

IfaTned to .'accept" Ihft school new
"nave aoaup. umy mates m? my*>
'TnT'Tne'"rc/undsT fanning the antl-
Neiro Biyjuoiiwi of a uunuei su+

i" Ryies-yHorton dirirtor of thr
* school. ^s_he has no iflfa wh.pt

j?h tw rs with qu est ions linking
» eYocs fcit'h uorom u n ism

,

±iut, he adds, "it has long been
a matter of public record that they
couJd catch us red-handed practic-
ing racial democracy by a visit to
the school."

2 Agents Inspect

School Activitiog
f_**t December two FBI agents

dkT^CJ^L^m HorToneT
pratrtcd to them that Highlander
itas established, to train demo-—?«- !e«*-r*«y, »hat it Is co-
operatively owned by the teaching
staff and has no affiliation!1

!, and
that Its services are available to
all labor, farm, religious and civic

organizations working to expand
democracy.
He showed them the various

school activities, which range from
a nursery school, where the chil-
dren/Af mountain folk see plumb-'

r,ing lor the first time in their

hvee,*o courses in economics, pub-
lic shaking, parliamentary law.J

sent by trade unions and other
groups.

To point up what Highlander is

trying: to do. Horton showed the
visitors a press release of a speech
of his condemning racial segrega-

j

tion and affirming the need for

and his staff Is the community
problem. They see attitudes bsrng

shaped in the minds of the Peo-
ple about them that can lead] to ,

trouble, even to violence. * t

In the early thirties, when the *

more trade unionism and farm
j
Highlander School was getting

(started in Monteagle, a spate of 4
wild talcs swept through the com- «

co-operatives.

"By broadening the scope of
democracy to include everyone,
and deepening the concept to in-
clude every relationship," he had
said, "the army of democracy
would be so vast and so determined
tha* nothing undemocratic could
stand in its path." A

One af the FBI i«»n. Hortaw
saia later, cammci\t+4 that miffi
SEUlhernrr* thouiht »urh views

VommunUlie.w
' And he leu

132 WHi ^ l9bl

}-7±

were
flO BaUBt that he Ihought ihey
-were right.'

Horton
AsslslAnt Director o

Hwrote Hugh
flhe_raLto

nna '6ur it in^ ygintr"
-^ *"*

agents was 'that of the FBI as a
wflBlf, flegg Wrnl.» harlTthat thf
frii never commented on ortan-
iatTtftri.1;, »rtq|rtg ihftt the Juii

acenu ha <i flfnted making ajv
such statements as Hoi ton re -

torieq .

ETVlej; o( y^hat he calls the
"short memory of FBI agents.
tfbrton has now written Attorney
General McUralh lo ask if

munity— tales about secret links

with Moscow, about machine guns
'

In the attic, about immoral prac-,.
tlces in the dead of night. f
As the local people got to know

!»• school, however, as they and |
«%ir children benefitted from Its
educational program or from indi- ^
vidual acts of kindness by staff." „ n -
members, the fantasies of the early lmes ~Heralcl
years yielded slowly to expressions^
of good will or toleration. For the^

lejg, |past ten years there have been nofash. Post
serious manifestations 0/ hostility •

n the community. *

But the ancient prejudices andtfastl. News
passions die hard. Now they ar«i
being endorsed—seemingly with
authority—by representatives offfash. Star
the U. 8. government. Now the pa-;^
Ucnt, uphill work of many years is

in Jeopardy.

Sponsors of the Highlander Folk • —laa m
School include _Jojxir"Pewey, Jgj.

r Ar* A-*}

f/ I'

Page

Oeneral McOtath to askif he
legaiif ban re9ulrc rhi agents io
pot their tnnftipna in «rTEna arid-

,iic airafctng, pariuimentary law, a ne can com
boater-making and dcama tics, at- >en gpjwtffi,Wed by youftr i««n arid {svp^eV But the real

pur Their oue^iions in aril na_anr
g he. can confine himself to wri t-

problem for He

RyJT. Mirror

and

kebwey.,
mont.

Peri

enderson.f
erttberg, vreda.

Y. Compass.
/J2>

id Mi

and

f *r?>&$£P$^^
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Highlander Nursery
SAiool Open
DAr Editor:

'

4.J 1
ii.
as

.
been called t0 »y atten-

tion that one stat^^ is mislAayt.
tag in your Ann. &K M

n1yggp

5t£3 *
* Pfff>gtg~^peared to"

more fl iTTimiir tn V«J
V
^ nancTn]

support
, fnr th e zujisery^S

,

/ijFurserjr &hool Direc«
VZ!H^and^rFolkSchoI
Aronteagie, 'J^enxT.

—

pfr

H^ Page

•£ >
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Times-Herald

Wash. Post

Wash. News

Wash. Star

N.Y. Mirror
'

! '

l t

N. Y. Compass_i^-
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HIGHLANDER TOLD

INTEuTOlONAIM

Local Level Approach Best,

Negro Educator Tells

Workshop Group

Special to The Chattanooga Timet

MONTEAGLE, Term., Aug.' 24—The grass roots approach to
meeting and solving the prob-
lems of Integration was support-
ed here today by Dr. F. T>. Pat-
terson, former president of Tus-
kegee Institute, speaking to one
of the final sessionay^ an inte-
gration workshop af-flighlander
Folk School.

e Negro educator .seemed to
favor this system as opposed to
any form of imposed or enforced
methods.

Publicity on many of the inci-
dents in the South, he noted, has
awakened the public to the need
for improved relations.

Dr. Patterson, ribw an official
of the Phelps -Stoken Foundation,
spoke during a session this morn-
ing. The afternoon was devoted
to a discussion of the integration
program at West Virginia State
College near Crawford. Formerly*
a Negro college with a normal
enrollment of 800 to 1,000, tin*
school reportedly has a current
enrollment of approximately
1,500, about half of the student'
body being white. Elijah Baker,
a Negro student from the college,
said the Integration program was
proceeding without difficulty.
The workshop will be conclud-

ed tomorrow afternoon. Some 45
to 50 persons from a half dozen
Southern states have been par-
ticipating, according to Myles
Horton, director. Ahmt 25 are
Negro and the remainder white,
students.

Mr. Tolson
Mr. Nichols

|

Mr. BoardmarL-£
Mr. BelmonttrfcT
Mr. Mason..
Mr. Mohr__

' Mr. Parsoni
Mr. Rosen_
Mr. Tamm.
Mr. Nease_____
Mr. Winterrowd_
Tele. Room
Mr. Holloman.
Miss Gandy__

r~-
r- li'-Jfv
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1956.

-Why They 'Visited' Highlander—
Last July a group of foreign visitors

b^L.i^urea by the State Department's
International Cooperation Administra-
te,- f.Trr...^ ,;p a f_ the disreputable High-
lander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn.

Since the school has such an unsavory
i .tjiuiion, its current director having
L-Jtn called before the Senate Internal
F- ' nit.y Subcommittee and then having
l-esn ejected because of his bad conduct,

h 'omder having been described as a
Communist and the institution standing

for rich an extreme brand of leftism, a

g.trat many people wondered why the
fv-.k- Department was spending Ameri-
can taxpayers' money to show off the
Highlander Folk School to foreign vis-*

itors.

Th". News-Free Press asked the ques-

;: .. .J.toiiilly.

A local reader clipped the editorial,

and sent it to a Mr. Lincoln White, act-

ive, v, iCf of the State Department news

"- Mn- u -> has now given a clear ex-

r Sanation, and assurance that steps have
.... ->

>. _

i.L INFORMATION CONTAINED,.
.

lEREih iS UNCLASSIFIED

akJsLBY.

been taken to prevent such* "slip up"
in the future.

Mr. White explained it this way:
"This group was on an International

Cooperation Administration - sponsored
trip the itinerary of which did NOT in-

clude the' Highlander Folk^Schoo l at

Monteagle. However, one"memoer of the
group of visitors, a Netherlands techni-

cia»»>j$xguested that the group make
:

'%

brief visit to the school. The ICA leader
of the group, unaware of the criticism

that previously had been leveled at this

school," agreed to the diversion and the
group DID go there as stated in the
Free Press editorial.

"As a result of this incident the ICA
[has reinforced ita instructions to the
leaders of such groups as they go into

the field on these trips that under no
circumstances are they to alter the ap-

proved itinerary for the trip without

prior consultation with ICA headquar-

I ters in Washington. This, we- are as-

sured, will obviate future difficulties of

this kind." ...,

.\-U

J
li

r/
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Reports on Studies

By T. GRADY GALLANT
"I'm in thorough agreement"

with the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice action making donations to
Highlander Folk School, Mont-
eagle, Tenn., no longer deducti-
ble items on federal income tax
returns, Sen. James O. East-
land, chairman of the Senate
Internal Security Subcommit-
told The News-Free Press to-
day.

The senator was contacted in
Miseiseippi for comment on re-
ported efforts by My lea Horton,
president of the school, to get
Highlander Folk School's ex-
empt status reinstated.

"The Highlander Folk School
has been under study by our
committee for aome time," the 1

'

Mississippi senator said. }"•

Horton appeared before the*
subcommittee, whilh was hold-j
ing hearings mainly dealing'
with the Southenf Conference
Educational Funm, Inc., to
March, 1954. •

At this hearing, conducted by
Sen. Eastland, Horton was
tossed out when he refused to
answer a question concerning!
•Jamea Dombrowski, a former
Highlander School staff mem-
ber.
* Horton reported at the time

that the U.S. marshals who
ousted him "tried to throw me
down like a bag of meal," and
that they twisted m> arm.

C

STATUS LOST
Highlander lost its,- status

with the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice effective Sept. 30, 1956.* The
ruling letter to Horton was d'at-i
ed Feb. 20, 1957. , . |

His Btatus was both granted
?" d

J
a
^
en aw»y "nder Section

SOI (c)8 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code, which reads:
"^Twrations, ftnd com^

;mumty cheat, fund or founda-j
tion organized and operated
exclusively for religious, chari-I
table, scientific, testing for'
public safety, literary or educa- 1

tjonal purpoaea, or fir* preven- 1

tion, or cruelty to children or'
animals, no part of the net
earn i ngs < which inurss to ths
benefit of any private share-
holder or individual, ^ mwi^ .

tiaj part o" '"

inuuence iegiaiation, and whichdoes not participate in or intervene (including the publish-;
Jfl* or distribution of state-;

said that the Folk School does
not meet requirements outlined
^apovt. ,

L-Mi?" brings m New Orle-

^ouch, now dead, who said he
1

£*d been » member of the Ne-
fcro commission of the central

£
ommit

*v
e «rf the Communist

(party, the agricultural commis-
sion of the Communist party, a
rn ember of the central comdnt-
**ej of the Communfst pal ty
andjTennessee district organ? er
<* Ihe Communist party yA th 1

"Jquarteres in KnovUle. ' I

Tfle following exchange took!/

1 place under cross-examination
' of Crouch about a meetinglat
| Highlander Folk School. Croilch
ianstared: I

. "\th* meeting was at ffve

j Highlander Folk School and
1 present was Mr. Horton, Mr.-

.James Dombrowski Ed McRea,
;
the Nashville organizer of the

Communist party and member
\ of the (Communlat) bureau,

,and, later, my successor as Ten-

i
nessee organizer."

.

I
. Crouch testified that this was

|
in 1940. In reference to this

[meeting. Crouch testified: M
l

'

stated that the Communist par-

|
ty was anxious to get the maxi-
ijnum results from Highlander

Folk School without endanger-

j ing Mr. Horton, or anyone."
' Burr then said: "The maxi-

mum result. What kind of re-

sult?"
! "Crouch answered: - The re-

sult* to which I referred were
if It were to become public

knowledge that the Highlander

Folk School was cooperating

too closely with the Communist
[party and carrying on too much
iopen propaganda that it would

! endanger its funds and suwwrt

[and the Communist party Hfcog-

inifced that this would be htrrn-

jful to the school and to thefcar-

ty. J!UWlVfcT the party did with

to • utilize the school lor pur-
aivmuai, na-autatM-l I

«>-»•-> ,,,',,

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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TESTIMONT : .

rir ib
*>-**"* *"'jfhl1ii '

"It was the desire oiThe Com-

munist party not to
«?J»J*

the school by any activity that

would identify it too openly.wd
at the same time that the Com-

munist party wished to wort

out a program of coordination

whereb? revolutionary results

1 would be obtained *»njth>

sclfcol and agreements 11***

le on that point." I .

is material was on the |ec-

onf of the hearing in New|Or-

'ileals. "_
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Htgfilander Folk School LosesTaxI
Deductible Status; Eastland Agrees'

1

-?•,•

HIGHLANDER FOLK gCHOOL
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ChargesRace
Strife Plot, ^o

'v
Atlanta, Oct. 4 «Cah

"undercover gent* for the
Georgia Education Commis-
sion, headed by Gov. Marvki
Griffin, told v the Commission
today that Southern Negro
leaders have plotted "racial
agitation."

1*

J ?tete Phl>tographer Edwin
Fnend said a LaborJ)ay week-
end meeting at the?HighIand-i

«X FftJK Sr-hnnl (interracial) L
.

at Monteagle, Tenn., was heldf
: to discuss "methods and tac-
k

tics for precipitating racial

,
strife and disturbances.**

4-
:
Griffin disclosed that he had

;
sent Friend to "infiltrate" .the

[ meeting *
r

:.,.,' -.

t T. V. Williams Jr., executive*
. lecretary of the commission.f
,

said the Monteagle meeting'
:
was attended by Negro leaders ";

:
of the bus boycott at Tails- [l

; hassee, Fla„ by the Rev. Mar-i
[

tin Luther King Jr., who di"
* rected the Negro bus boycott'

at Montgomery, Ala., and by
t

alleged "merchant boycott'
,

leaders from Tuskegee, Ala.
I Griffin said he called the
commission Into session^ "so

t
that the people of Georgia will
•know where aome of the
South's racial trouble origi-
nates and to learn facts that
aire irrefutable." . " , .

-

,
. WUliams said a number of
persons whom State Attorney
General Eugene Cook had
labeled k having Communist
affiliations also were present
^TPTCHTeagle

all i::rar:r."AT!:

—

t
mned
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Red strength in U. 5.

shouldn't be measured
by card-carrying group

BY EDWIN STRICKLAND, News staff writer
Congressional committees investigating Communist

Activities in America have repeatedly found that while
--fd-carrying Communists in this coun-

)fjU^J^o*J, the more numerous supporters of Red
f ronts offer the real problem.

Whether these supporters
are innocent tools, used for
purposes of communism, or'
whether they knowingly' con-

tribute their

"I

'?
1

/ -

\&-4

i-Vi"'**

•y-.^'\' v
.

? ef~ -

talents and ef-
forts, seem of
little moment
These eon-

gressional
findings have
been support-

ed from time to time by J.Ed-
gar Hoover, director of the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-

Hoover recently releasee!
the information that there are
only 17,360 actual members of
the Communist Party in the
United States. That is a drop
of nearly 15 per cent from a
year earlier. s<

'

Hoover warned, however,
that the party's strength should
not be discounted on 'the basis
of its decreasing membership.

FIVE WEEKS AGO there
gathered jrt the Highlander
Folk School, in Monteagle,
Tenn., a most interesting array
of persons from several states
for what"was announced as an
integration workshop and sem-
inar. " »-. * .

Included among those in at-
tendance were some who have
long been labeled as Commu-

i

nist Party members—or lead- I

ers—by competent congres-
|

;
sional committees.

'

But no less interesting were,i
some of the other delegates I

I

whose names have long been
associated with ultra liberal
movements and Communist

!

"fronts" for.many years? -

The Georgia Commission on
Education has just unleashedJ blast at Highlander Folk
Schnr.1 as ' a "Communist

1 iQC*T"
aining 5C"00j "

'"

*^i

L 1 rQ2'iy>

THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS
Birmingham, Alabama
10/7/57
Front Page
Red Star Final

a
HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL, Monteagle,
Tennessee ".

is-^~c~

—

h

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v

DATE r?fcffif,.BY^^m|^

. Jhfr commission, made up of-i
i2o orTne"*ighest ptacaa vtn -

icials in the state, based its i

[findings upon information ob-
'

tained by undercover agents
'

lit employed to investigate the *

'school. \ i »

SIMULTANEOUSLY witbrf
the Georgia investigation, Atty. !

Gen. John Patterson, of Ala-, ;

bama, had agents at the schooL
)Of prime interest to Ala-
*

bama and to Patterson, were •

the several Alabama people
who were either photographed
Turn to Page 6, C«

I

aA 7511- #
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not just members
..Continued from Page 1

•t'tfie workshop or are listed

as holding official positions

with the tchool.

|

Patterson's investigators list

five persons from Alabama as

being connected officially with

the school on its executive

board. They are Dr. Charles
Qomilli«n, dean of students at

Tuskegee Institute; Dr. Lewis.
t f .v~ ;»'«.;>! Life Coun-

cil, Tuskegee; J. E. Pierce, Ala-

bama College at Montgomery;
Rosa Parks, one of the leaders

of the Montgomery bus boy-

cott, and Aubrey Williams, a.

Montgomery publisher.
Williams it a white man,-

v»ith an impressive list of as-

sociations with libera! groups,

some of which have been pfft-

i;aiiy ceciared io be Commu-
nal fiutitst

i

Other Alabama people tak-

':£ JM> -.'lil^'r L'arf ?i'i tho La-

bor Day week-end workshop
included Rev. Martin Luther
> .iv, Montgomery bus boy-
cott' leader, and Rev. Aber-
nathy. stso a Mentgomery in-

itiation leader. .

ACCORDING TO the ffnd-

J:,..>s of the Georgia Commis-
sion on Education, Rev. King,
who has won worldwide rec-

ognition for direction of the
Montgomery boycott, led a

".Tiarch. on Washington" to

protest segregation. Bayard
Rustin, according to the com-
mission's findings, helped Ifead.

the march.
Bayard Rustin was listed by

tne Communist newspaper
"Daily Worker" as having at-

tended the 1957 convention of

i>-n Crtrnmunist Party U. S. A.
Ti'ic iferpfcblieation also iden-

tified Rustin as secretary to
Rev. Martin Luther King.

Drr-Gomillion, who has led
•the Tuskegee boycott of mer-
chants in protest over .recent
legislation considered 'by the

Negro population in Tuskegee
as restrictive, was photo-
graphed at the workshop.

The investigative group lilts <

Dr. Gomillion as a signer of

a protest statement against
outlawing the Communist ;

Party in America, end as be-

ing active In the Negro Youth I

Congress, which is listed as
;

a Communist front by the
j

"Guide to Subversive Organi- 1

rations and Publications," pub- f

lished in 1957 by fb,e un-Amer-
.

ican activities committee of

the U. S. House of Representa-
tives. ~ - -

!

Dr. Gomillion, the Georgia
commission charged, has lent

his name and support to other
similar groups. >

^Neither Dr. Jones tlor Pierce
was listed as present at the

workshop, though they are list-

ed as members of the school's

executive board.

NOW LETS TURN tj> the

most interesting personality of

them all. 'Aubrey Williams,
publisher of a farm magazine
in Montgomery, has denied
before congressional Commit-
tees that he is a Communist
He was appointed by Presi-

dent Roosevelt as director of

the National Youth Adminis-
tration." He was also one of

the early leaders of Highland-
er Folk School. • -

. His associations, often In

role of leadership, to Conv
munist fronts, is a long one
and extends over a period of

[20
4
years,

The following is a Jist of or-

ganizations with which he has
been connected, which are on
the government's official list

•of Communist front organiza-

tions;
'

American Commi 1 1 e e for

protection of Foreign Born,
sponsor of conference, Octo-
ber, 1949.

. American Youth Congress,
'speakfcr on two or .more occa-
sions. ' >" »,_:

XiidLBights Hongress, soeak-

\ £ommitt*e For Peaceful Al-

ternatives lo the Atlantic1 Paul,

member of executive board.

Southern ^Conference for

Human Welfare, speaker, 1988,

speaker, 1940, signer of peti-

tion, 1946, chairman of nomi-
nating committee, 1946, signer

of manifesto, 1947, member of.

board of representatives, 1947.

WILLIAMS' association with

other "front-type" group's to-

^American Crusade "To "Enfi

r

Lynching, signer of

1$
"~

Appeal to Guard Civil.

Hights, signer, listed in "Daily
Worker," 1950.

Brief Amicl Curiae for the
Communist Party, signer, 1955.

Southern Conference Edu-
cation Fund, president 1948 un-

til now. •*.

Williams was also a sponsor
of the W. E. B. DuBois Testi-

monial Committee,- 1951. Du-
Bois, an official of the Nation-

al Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, i

holds the record for the most
associations with Communist
front groups; i

WILLft\MS' other activities

since 1938 include:

Association of Internes and
Medical Students, speaker,

1950.

Committee to End Sedition

Laws, signer of statement, 1955.

Commonwealth College, con-

tributor, 1938. (Massachusetts
Investigation of Communists.)
Continuatiops Committee of

the Conference on Peaceful

Alternatives to the 'Atlantic

Pact, signer of letter, 1940,

(reported In "Dally Worker" >.

• "Mainstream," sponsor, 1947,

Mid-Century Conference for

Peace, sponsor, 1950.

Mother Bloor Celebration

Committee, sponsor.
National Citizens Emergency

Relief Committee to- Aid
Strikers Families, member of

national board, 1946.

National Citizens Political

Action Committee, member,
1944. Also chairman of dinner
committee, 1946.

New York City Council of

the American Youth Congress,

speaker, 1938.

Petition to Reconsider Prose-

cutions Under the Smith Act,

signer, 1955 .
(reported in

"
flalfl W Qi ker"!. .«—

•

,

j> rngVf-<i*\vi> Citizens of 1

America, board of Bff'iKlUJits

1947 (story in "Daily Worker").

Protest Meeting for Howard
Fast, sponsor, 1947 (reported in

"New Masses," officially iden-

tified as Communist publica-

tion).' -.''-. (-

Washington Committee for

Democratic Action, /member,
1939.
Workers Alliance (paid trib-,

ute to).
-

Williams il also a former di-

rector of Southern Regional

Council, Inc., organized in At-

lanta and now operating inter-

racial councils in 12 Southern

States, including!Alabama.
The group was identified in

testimony before a Louisiana
legislative committee this year

as "a Southern Red front."

Nine of the current direc-

tors of the organization were
formerly .

affiliated with the
Southern Conference for Hu-
man Welfare.

OF THESOUTHERN Con-
ference Education Fund, which
Williams has headed since its

beginning: the Senate internal

security subcomraitee in 1955,

said in part that it xss "in-

ititrlySw-wljunct of the soutn-

(/
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em Conference for Human
Welfare .

"*"" " *

."After the closure of the
Southern Conference for Hu-
man Welfare as a Communist

Ifront, it began to wither and
flwas finally dissolved, but the
Iterti.tKpro Pnnferenee Educa-
rionai Fund, Inc., continued."

The Senate committee alio
found that "The Southern Con-
ference Education Fund, Inc.,

is operating with substantially
the same^ leadership and pur-
pose as Its predecessor organi-
sation, the Southern Confer-
ence for Human Welfare."

u'ti. GOMiLLlON, of Tus-
kegee, has served with the
Southern Conference Educa-
;'.''. F-ind, and is one of eight
Cerent directors of the South-
ern Regional Council, Inc.,

who, have been so affiliated
with the Southern Conference
Edjcation Fund, according to

"Firing Line," published by
the National Americanism
Commission, jThe American
Legion.
Despite 'his protestations,

Williams was named in testi-

mony before the Senate Com-
mittee in 3954 as a member
lof the Communist Party.

The Highlander Folk School,
current object of investigation
by officials of both Alabama
and Georgia, was brough't into
testimony before the Senate
sub-committee on internal se-
curity in ,1954, by Paul Crouch,
admitted top Communist Party
functionary in the South be-
fore renouncing the Rids,

hi-ii Crouch:
-!*.. ™

rhl:r.dcr Folk School
is a school operated at Mont-
eagle, Tenn., ostensibly as an
independent labor school, but
actually working in close co-
operation .with the Communist
Farfy. « — ' "

'.*.' ;"."'v£
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Communist influence

sharpens in race row.
BY EDWIN STRICKLAND

News staff writer
Is there any significance in

*h*» fart t***: four of the lead-
ers in recent Alabama racial
incidents were much in evi-
dence at. the Labor Day Week-
end integration workshop at
red-tinged Highlander Folk
School?

In yesterday's article it was
pointed out that Rev. Martin
Luther King, Rosa Parks and
Rev. Abernathy, all leaders in

use Montgomery bus boycott,
and Dr. Charles Gomillion,
dean of students at Tuskegee
Institute and leader of the
Tuskegee boycott, all took part
in the three^day program at
Monteaglt, Tenn.

Who were some of their as-

*ociate!> at the workshop? Let's
look at a few along with their
past performances.

ABNER W. BERRY, a writer
for the Communist "Daily
Worker." and identified as a
member of the Communist
Central Committee. As such,
be represents one of the pow-
erful Negro Red leaders in the
country.

Berry reported the racially
Integrated meeting in his col-

umn in "The Daily Worker*
on Sept. 10.

In one photograph taken
during the workshop by under-
cover agejjts for Alabama
.Altv Gen. John Patterson and
jor the Georgia Commission
on Education, Berry is shown
in a study group with Rev.
King, Aubrey Williams and
Myies Honon, school director.

ANOTHER personality at
the school was Pete Seeger,
a New York musician and list-

ed by "'The Daily Worker" in
1949 as a participant in the
New York State Youth Board
et the Communist Party.

The mere presence at the
seminar of two Communist < _
personalities such as Berry vLaV
»nd Seeger would inticate that ^^
&n

h

t£?m@%fcgf51957
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.Before a congressjoniLXflia-
rattee IT! fl>55, Heeger took the
Fifth Amendnment when ques-
tioned about his Communist
Party membership.
He has gotten probably as

much mention in "The Daily
Worker" as any of the coun-
try's second - string Commie
leaders ,

SINCE 194L Seeger has had
cores of associations and roles
"with the Communist appartus
in America. Few have been
more active in so many Com-
munist "fronts" and in behalf
of the Communist Party itself.

At the Highlander Folk
School five weeks ago, Seeger
was in his most* familar role
as an entertainer.

The following is a selected
fist of his activities. The en-
tire list of 66 known incidents
would be too Jengthy to report
here. Almost all of his activi-
ties have been faithfully re-
ported by "The Daily Worker.*

ONCE DURING 1946, and
three times during 1949, Seeger
was listed as an entertainer
and participant in activities of
the Communist Party in New
York:

American Committee for
Protection of Foreign Born.
.1949.

American Committee for
Yugoslav Relief, 1946,
American Folksay Group,

1950.

American-Soviet Music So-*
ciety. 1947.

American Youth Congress,
1941. T
irAeaew eap Youth for Democ-

racy, 1946.
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graokUm, ProfessJpJial'Com-
mittee for Democratic Cbifla,

1946. ^_
Camp Kinderland, 1947, 1948.

Civil Rights Congress, 1949.

Committee for a Cultural
Salute to Paul Robeson, 1954.

Committee for a Democratic
Far Eastern Pob'ey, 1949.

Committee for the First

Amendment, 1947.

Committee for the Negro in

the Arts, 1949.

Council on African Affairs,

1946.

Emergency Civil Liberties
Committee, 1957.

Group for Japanese-Ameri-

Jefferson School for Social
Science, 1946-47-50-54.

May Day, 1950.

Metropolitan Music School,
1954-55.

National Council of the Arte,
Sciences and Professions, 1949.

Nature Friends of America,
1950.
New Drama, 1949.

New Masses, 1946.

People's Artists, 1946.

People's '• Drama Theater,
1330.

People's Songs, 1946.47,

,

48,
40 % ^ ^
-Progressive Citizen* of

America, .1947.

Progressive Party of Mas-
sachusetts, 1949.

School for Political Action
Technique. 1946.

Schroon Crest Camp, 1950.

Sing Out; 1947.

Stop Rankin Committee,
1946.

Swapping Song Fair, 1956.

United Office and Profes-

sional Workers of America,
1949.

Testimonial Concert "Bound
for Glory" for Woodie Guthrie.
Veterans Against Discrimi-

nation of Civil Rights, 1946.

Voice of Freedom Commit-
tee 1949.

West Chester Peekskill Com-
mittee. 1950.

Wingdale Lodge, 1955.
**":. *>; Pr;c- Ccnftrence,

1946.

Young People** Record Club,
3948.

Young Progressives, 1948.

FROM CHICAGO to attend

the workshop wag John B.

Thompson, ehaplain at the

Rockfellow Chapel at the Uni-
versity of Chicago.
Thompson's affiliations over

the past two decades read like

an index of organizations iden-

tified as Communist fronts and
'ptner groups listing the same
yrrownM, 1° general as the

Jsed frost*. ,., .,

Thflmp'g," has «*way « b$en

found springing to the defense

of the Communist Party and
of R«di who run afoul of

American laws. He has lent

his name to petitions protest-

ing the deportation of Harry

Bridges, West Coast Commu-
nist in the longshoremen's
union.

Thompson was also in the
' forefront of a welcoming com-

mittee in 1948 for the "Red
-Dean of Canterbury," when
the latter visited Chicago.

AGAIN, IT WAS Thompson
•who spoke out against the con-

viction of 11 Communist lead-

ers in 1949, and was quoted in

the "Daily Worker."
He was a vice president of

the deep crimson "Southern

Conference for Human Wei-

Thompson joined in the ef-

fort to savt the atomic spies,

Julius and Ethel Rosenburg,

from the death sentence im-

posed in 1952. '

Other affiliations • include

dozens of organizations offi-

cially listed as Communist
dominated. . .

. The Georgia Commission on

Education commented of

Thompson that "it is incredible

that any man with the record

of Communist affiliations like

that of John B. Thompson
could long remain -as chaplain

or pastor to students in a non-

Communist institution."

THE REV. Maurice Mc-
Cracken, of The Neighbor-

hood House, 901 Findley-st,

Cincinnati, Ohio, attended the

school. Pictured it the school

was a station w»gon bearing

the inscription "Findley Street

Neighborhood House."
'

An investigator from Cin-

cinnati, pysent at tl» hea ring,
of the Georgia Commission^ oj*

Education last week, said the
dfgahlZatfbn is supported " uy
Community Chest funds.

The Georgia investigative

group said it included the pic-

ture in the record of its hear-
ings for the purpose of "illus-

trating how many units of

Communist apparatus are as-

sisted by organizations pur-
portedly charitable or reli-

gious in nature."
Another organization, known

as Friends of Koinonia Farms,
lists its address as 901 Find-
leyet; Chainnati, " "

KOINONIA FARIAS lnratfcd

a"l Americas, Ga., has been toe

scene of recent violence and
boycotts. It is operated on a
socialized, integrated basis. Its

leader, Conrad Browne, was
in attendance »t the Highland-
er workshop.
No report on Highlander

Folk School would be com-
plete without an introduction
to Donald L. West of Atlanta,

Ga, who was on! of 'the
school's organizers.

He was not reported present
at the Integration workshop,
but a look at his background
in light of his leadership of

the school, might be in order.'

THOUGH WEST has never
acknowledged Communist
Party membership, he - was
identified as a member of the
party in a 1947 report of a com-
mittee of the U. S. House of
Representatives which was in-

vestigating the Southern Con-
ference for Human Welfare.
West has written articles

for The Pifot" a publication

of the National Maritime
Union. The publication is of-

ficially listed as being Com-
munist controlled. *- *
In the nest tradition of all

the known Southern Reds or
"pinks," West was active in

both the Southern Conference
for Human Welfare, and the
People's Institute of Applied
Religion. Both have been iden*
tified as Red fronts.

HE IS LISTEDas a contribu-

tor to "New Masses," a Com-
munist publication, and was a
member of the National Wal-
lace for president Committee.
His other affiliations in*

elude:
American Peace Mobiliza*

tton, 1941.

Committee for Equal Justice

for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an Aux-
iliary of International Labor
Defense, 1945.
Educators for Wallace, 1948.

Mother Bloor Celebration
Committee. '

National Council of the Arts,

Sciences and Professions, 1948.

National Federation for Con-
stitutional Liberties, 1942.

Open Letter to Harry
Bridges, signer, 1942. •

*

(NEXT: What are the stated
purposes of the schools? What
wThT""WT* at the integration
workshop?) .

* ^
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BY EDWIN STRICKLAND, News staff writer™ *»
r r,JrnE A MASTER PLAN, Soviet-inspired, bi
the racial irfcicfehts *o widespread^ in America td-

J - *' s * •'-.'
:

*} '.'.".TT". J?* ft*
'

"af*r '

-r.

f the. two ore connected, how close is the associa-
and can it be revealed * *""" ". *'.

• These yere the. two ainjor
.questions put before the Geor-.

* -«i«; Co^n?|ssip^#on Education,,
;-when It was
^treated by the
^Georgia Legis-
lature in .1953

^nd given v

,

t

>road judicial
Sowers.

r~ J- .
The commit- '

: tee has made
J flits first major

^report, b a s e d
^•pon an inves-
tigation of The

i E i g h 1 a n der
:^Folk School in

Monteagle,
"Tenn.
.. Why should
sa Georgia in-
ves t i g a t i v e

f group fire its first guns at « 3

Tennessee institution? \

K Because^ said the commits
tee's executive secretary, T.:V,
Williams Jr., the commission

(1 believes racial strife and tfl*£*
r
felons are part of a Clmmunjitt

..plan to subvert America, »0t
' One of the organizers of me*'

Jehool in 1932, was,. and is/V
esident of Atlanta. He* is DtxaB

*ld L. West. Three members o#
the school's present executivj£
-Committee list Geoigai -pi**
,dro*es, •_: . «**^

r» .v?-v

js

Alabama U

a

series

the school's executive body ift

the persons of Aubrey -*jtjp>

flams, Montgomery publish!?!
Dr. Charles Gomillion, dean
of students, Tuskegee ln|tt
tute; J. E. Pierce, of Alabama
State College, Montgomery;
Dr. Lewis < Jones, Rural Lp*
Council, Tuskgee, and Rosa
Parks, one of the leaders *f
the Montgomery bus boycall

THIS LIST was compiled Jby
-

investigators for Alabahta
Atty. Gen. John Patterson
•pent several days at ,,

school. The ltft is not identij
With one compiled by
Georgia Commission on ~«w-
catfcm. The latter group, how-
wej, listed the board me»M
beij as it was on Oct. 30, 1958.
Tie earlier list carried only

the 'names of Dr. Lewis Jones
and Williams from Alabama.

THE GEORGIA GROUP tjgt
compiled records from many
sources. From the weight f£.
these, the commission unhept*
tatingly labeled the school**
"part of the Communist
parajusin America-" .

Tijrn to Page * Column V
fc

^f iW

-,-^
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Is racial strife
JBBFOSE GOING FURTHER

ft might be -well to examine

tie inakeup of the Georgia

Commission on Education
*hici vows to 'make known

what^ it calls the Communist

conspiracy.

•Heading the list is Gov. Mar-
vin Griffin, chairman, and Lt,

Gov. ."Ernest S. Vandiver, vice

chairman.

< House Speaker Marvin E.

Moate, State Auditor B. E.

T>>rasher Jr., and Atty. Gen.
Bujjene Cook, follow in that

Ojrder.

•The remainder of the

board is:

^Robert O. Arnold, chairman

of the Board of Regents;"
- - " Whitman Jr., chair-

Irian, State Board of Education;

M. D." Collins, state school su-

perintendent; Harmon Cald-
well, chancellor University

System; B. D. Murphy, chair-

man of the Judicial Council;

Joh nSammons Bell, of the

Georgia Bar Assn.; Colbert
Hcukins, general counsel, and
(-r.-h r t the state's 10 U. S,

cpn^ressmen.
These congressmen aTe

r^crec 1 Smith II, Frank S.

.vii.l, 7»iis. Charles R. Crisp,

jr^rvev G. Cutts, Miss Ira Jar»
*]> M»rk Smith, J. Battle
•*«:'. Robert Sapp, John S.

V^.k-1 and Roy V. Harris.

V :• DERCOVER AGENTS
*y ihe commission were at

t.-ie M"oteagle school over the

L«:.c.r Day holidays, when .a

iortt-day "integration work-

•M ;:' was held there. They
reii.&infcd in contact with the

??>.<-. ni and on the scene until

Thursday night of the past

w?k.
Tl'ie commissions report

made Friday in Atlanta in-

rhided scores of pictures pur-
-.-"--* : *--

:;l;':n during the in-

it«;:i iiiiun workshop.
TV^r pic 4ures show in at-

iir.t' ance practically every
:_>.>:• ! racial incidents in
<):• (;„,-(*, siDce 1954,

.'* ;.. .. awo show pictures of

have been iden-

tified by congressional inves-

tigating committees as Com-
rvnist loaders, plus a number
rf persons with records of

lc\h(, nssociation with varipus

Cor.resist "fronts.*

THE COMMISSION com-
pbid a 'HffijoCIaied !»?**& tf
Wha: it called

-C*mbiuni*t •>

JBilious" ol various persona
«- -trend "tic« ar Highlander^

aik
v>.

Folk School during lie LaW
Day week-end seminar.

This is the listh^

Abraham Lincoln Sefeoel

American Committee fir
Protection of Foreign Born.-:'

American Committee for
Yugoslav Relief.

:

"'

fc
'

American Continental Co|h
gress for World Peace. fc-

American Crusade to Eat
Lynching. ./, 4_h
American Folksay Group. » »

American Peace Mobiliz>
tion. / :. jjs,..

American-Soviet Masic "»- ;!

clety. i, .

f
;

American Youth Congresit A
American Youth for DemotK .

racy. £;.;'

Association of Internes fad
Medical Students. -

, k
•.

BILL OF RIGHTS 'Confer-

ence.
Boston Freedom of the Pre«i

Committee,
Brooklyn professional Coin

mittee for Democratic China.
Brownsville Freedom pf _tk# •

Press Committee. • • /»'"
,

*\ J
*. J

CAMP KINDERLAND.
' Chicago Ad Hoc Committee <

for Welcome of tip Deanaf.
Canterbury. r

Chicago Committee %o Be-'
feat the MUndt Bill.

J.
-,

Chicago Committee to Se-
cure Justice in the Rosenbuisf
C*se, - «

Citizens Emergency Conffr-
ence for Interracial .Unity. ,*.,

Citizens Emergency Defenae
Conference. »

"

Civil Rights Congress. \*

Committee for a Cultural Sa-
lute to Paul Robeson. ? .

,
Committee to Defend Am#- -

lea by Keeping out of War. t. .

Committee for a Democratic >

Tar Eastern Policy. !?*
Committee -to End SeditiafL,

Laws, k"*
Committee for Equal Justi

for Mrs. Reey Taylor, an a
iliary of International La
Defense Committee for

First Amendment. ^ j»

Committee for the Negro m
the Arts.
Committee for Peaceful

ternatives to the Atlantic Pa
Commonwealth College. ,

Communist Party. f?4{
Consumers Union. K
Continuations Committee if'

r the Conierence on -Peaceflfl
;

Alternatives to the Atlantic

,

•Council too African AfiaJu*?

V-A.. <au«

DAILY WORKER. * '*' ^-"^
Dinner for Pearl Hart

t

W. E. B. DuBoia Testfaneniii

fiponaoring Gommltfefe. ,.&
""J

EMERGENCY CivQ LlMi-^
ties Committee. «..,£*
Emergency Peace Mobili»^

Uon. fT
FIRST LINE of Defekse. fe1]
Frederick Douglass Scbo•L ,

HARLEM Employment CoiVi

mittee. ,

* '.

INTERFATTH Committee pt
Peace Aetieo* +. - •/ •h~-- •

j^rreksoN school rf aH
«$el Scienee.

l ,.,..i^
LfrAGUB ,ef to«tt #»-'

Segro Rigb^- I « _i 1^12%
League of Youn^ SoutireW 1?

ers. y
' RE-

MAIN STREAM. , pji?
* Masses and Mainstream. V-**
Methodist Federation ff»f

Social Action (not chuff*^
sponsored). ."^.b'*
Metropolitan Music ^cWpa,,.

1

Michigan Herald. •„"* -^_v
i Mid-Centnry Conferenel nr^.

i pa •

Ij
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(" Mother Bloor' Celebration^
Committee. •

• • .-»4 . -,

... _"^>V- ;
-p -:

v

NATION Associates.

National Citizens Emergency
Relief Committee to AW Strik-

ers Families.

> National Citizens Political

Action Committee. * /

National Committee
Abolish the poll Tax _*..#

,

f National Com ml tie*-
Peaceful Alternatives.

National Commit*©* .to **e-.

peal the McCarren Act.
(
\..t

. National Council of thf A*m,' j
Sciences and Profession*.

National Council of AsMrt~
tan-Soviet Friendship, r '•

:

.Kaatna": Vil-^-j CmigrMi. V
. Nature Friends of Amefcfca.

New Drama.
New Masses. ;
New York City Council trf

the American Youth Congress.
New York Committee for

protection of Foreign Born.
New York Community Divi-

sions of the Committee to Free
(Earl Browder.

i New York Youth CouncIL
*-.; -

.

. OPEN LETTER on Military

Aid to <Spaln. :'

Open letter Protesting De-
upcrtation of Harry Bridges.,

PEACE Information Center.'
People's Artists.

People's Daily World. ; .-;

People's Drama Theateri
People's Institute of Applied

Religion. . .

PeopleTSbngj. w^.-wsw-.f
,.• Petition to Reconsider Pros-

I ecutioM Under tbe Smith Act
Political Affairs.

Progressive C 1 1 1 z e n a of
Amerfce. ''>*'

- : '-; «' :
.

Progressive Party of Masse*': • * ..

chu setts, i r
Protest Meeting for Ho«MI^ -" .'

Fast J[„ T-, f
*;

Protestant Digest Associate, r- **'"'

Protest Against Verdictnof
/Guilt* in Case of 11 Coramu- i

afat Leaders.

school for po&ticXl
Action Technique. ..• .•*

Schroon Crest Sckoet.;A^A ,

- sing oot" <***. \-m .'

Southern Conference Edu-
cetional Fund.
Southern Conference for

Human Welfare.
Southern Negro Youth Con-

gress.

Stop Rankin Meeting.
Swapping Son* Fell. * ,,

TEACHERS. ,'fHfOvf. ifWl^

Testimonial Concert "Bound
lor Glory* forWeodk Guthrt*.

*

UNITED OFFICE and ****<
fessional Workers of America,

;

Local 16.
United Packinghouse Work--

ers.ef America. '• *.. ~ < I

United States Arrangements '

Committee, World Youth Con-
gress.

U. S. Sponsoring Committee
for Representation at the Con- ,

' frees of the peoples focJJpace..

VETERANS A g a i n ft* {*#-
erimlnation of Civil JUghts
Congress of New York. >., .. *

Veterans Fighting Fund for
Eugene Dennis.

i;-.
. . -^

Voice of Freedom Commit-'
4ee.

> WASHINGTON Committee
for Democratic Action.
. Westchester Peekskill Com-
mittee.

. ,

Wingdale Lodge.
i Win-tbe-Peace Conference.
Wire to President Truman

fa 'Veto the McCarran Bill
Workers Alliance. ,

YOUNG PEOPLE'S Record
Club. .. ... ...-: - _.' .-

Young Progressive*. *

. NOT ALL of the organize-

.-***

'* J

lions on publications listed*
bove HftW^e<i| officially d&i
clared to be Communistic or
Communistic "fronts" by any
congressional investlgatiBJs
body, though" many of them
have.
The Georgia Commission, In

its own capacity, lumps them
all under the heading of Com-
munist affiliates. -: •;•-." •

COMING MONDAY;.
Alabamo personalities who.

wer* in ,«tttndomt
., jp|
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Raciar events in South
following Red pattern
JY EDWIN STRICKLAND there was ton mnrfl

'

^.i _ • Vl ". ... . . i

BY EDWIN STRICKLAND
News staff writer

'*
. In 1928 a self-avowed Com-

<: Irnumst spokesman wrote a

j
jP&mphlet which he called

- r'American Ne^o Problems."-

) .*^*e writer, John Pepper,
iwith many aliases, drew a pat-'

Jcm of events today that are
;---.. :_:;::• tc the point of being'

# *amaung. -

Fourth of a series

W
*>U

\

After reading his" pamphlet
ioi.e would be led to believe
I
that be was either a man

i possessing clairvoyant powers
|
or that we have moved' un-
erringly along the path Jong
ago planned for the South by
'Lenm, Stalin and other Reds.

In this pamphlet Pepper ad-
mmect, almost bitterly, that

there was too much racial har-*mony in the South. He pre:
sented a Wue print for ending
tnis harmony.

PEPPER PRESENTED as
•"

prelude to his pamphlet what
he said were "the principal de-mands for the oppressed
yegeo masses as embodied In
he platform of the Workers

'Communist) Party of Amer-
ica :

1. Abolition of the whole
system of race discrimination
Full racial, political and social
equality for the Negro race. •

1 Abolition of laws which
result in segregation . of Ne-
groes. Abolition of all JimCrow laws. The law shall for-
bid all discrimination against

Negroes in selling or renting
houses. ...-.

3. Abolition of all laws which
disfranchise the Negroes.*.-
.

.*- Abolition of all laws- for-
bidding intermarriage of per*

,

sods of different races.
5. Abolition of all law* and

public administration meas-
ures which prohibit, or in prac-
tice prevent, Negro children.
or youth from attending gen-
eral public schools or univer-
sities. < •

6. Full and equal admittancr-
of Negroes to all railway^ sta-
tion waitng Tooms, restaurants

"

hotels and theaters. Z.
7. Federal law against lynch-

ing and the protection of the*
Negro masses in their right Of
self-defense.
Turn to Page 3, Colnew 1

,
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Racial events in South

following Red pattern
-Continued from Page 1

8. Abolition of discriminatory
practices in courts against

jury service.

9. Abolition of the convict

lease system and of the chain
gang.

10. Abolition of all Jim, Crow
distinction in the Army," Navy
"and Civil Service.

11. Immediate removal of all

restrictions in all trade unions
against the membership of Ne-
groes.

12. Equal opportunity for em-
ployment, wages, hours, and
working conditions for Negro
and white workers. Equal pay
for equal work for Negro and
white workers.

, y,any triLthese ^ints have
pong since been realized with

fkf::;->

frK S9

the full cooperation of the ma.-
Ijority of Southern leaders. It's

typical .of the Communist Par-
ty that it includes in its alms
things on which almost every-
one can agree as Just and equi-
table.

- The purpose of this enumer-
ation of Communist aims here
is to show a parallel with the
25-year-old policy of The High-
lander Folk School, in Mont-
eagle, Tenn., and how it has
worked toward these goals.

In the July, 1956 issue of

"Highlander Reports/* a pub-
lication of the racially inter-

mixed school, the executive
council, said: ' •

'The immediate and chal-

lenging task confronting^h
who desire a democratic

Is integration.*? Z,

The programming of the
school's activities for 1957 was
then announced:

Twelve integration work-
shops.

Twenty-four weeks of exten-
*ion courses. : -
The announced purpose of

these is to train integration
leaders in the South. ,

How well the school has suc-
ceeded can he seen from a
look at the leaders of all the
major racial incidents. All
have' now, or In the past have
had, training at the school.

As late as Feb. 20, 1957, the
Commissioner of Internal Rev-
enue, TJ. S. Treasury Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C., took

look at the school's activities
nd at its tax-exempt status,
nd ruled that contributions to
he school will not In the fu-
ture be exempt from income
tax. -•„ - -r y : v-

- THIS DECISION was based
upon a finding that "your staff
and students have participated
in strikes at various places . .

.

it is shown . ; . that your activ-
ities also include . . . promot-
ing certaia reforms^ through
organized action programs and
other means, as evidenced by
the following, which was ex-
pressed in one of your annual
reports: '

* •'•-.

"Our purpose Is deliberately
to use education for the real-
ization of certain social and
cultural values. We do hot
consider other education any
less propaganda, because its
teachers, "are ignorant of the
fact that they are supporting
an unethical STATUS QUO,
than our approach which con-
sciously seeks to bring about
a more just social orders. .

."

Myles Horton, the school's
present director and one of
the founders, is now strong In
advocating placid compliance
in the South to the integration
.edict. But let us lodkat his
I actions prior to the 1954 de-
cision of the V. S. Supreme
Court, when the "separate

' -g-il" nr-hrrr' riortrinp w«
(till the law of "tee find. ,"\

-Ttj
/f. seminar discussion fln

integration problemT JWld-^i
.January, 1957, the joint- execu-
tive council of the school, and
consultants, made it very clear
that the work ofvthe school
toward integration did not wait
on the Supreme Court deci-
sion. - ,, ,.

r
v '

SEPTIMA CLARK, Negro,
teacher who was fired in South
Carolina' and is now on the'
Highlander staff, led off by ?

talking about her .part in Clin-
ton, Tenn. She deplored the
fact that one of the students
who began the integration^
move there* had been taken
out of school by her parents,/
" That meeting set the goal
for the integration workshops
this year, with the announced
purpose of training 400 integra-
tion leaders a month. \ .

Writing in. The North Cen-
tral Association Qmr^rjy j»

1WZ? Hufion, who was then

?
listed as education _
the luned Packinghouse
Workers Union, expressed his
feeling about labof'a part to
the race struggle* -

"With organized labor and
public education * -united in
vision and in daily operations
we would be in a position to
make Democracy, a reality.

"No longer would distinction
*f classes, of race, and religion
be tolerated. The scjvools could
rise to the challenge of the
day and help In the creation
of en army of democracy
rooted in the struggles end
traditions of the American
people, an army so vast
so determined that nothing
democratic could stand in
path." .. .

To get back to the most ...
cent workshop, an announce-
ment from the school, said
"progress reports," will be
made "from such key areas to
the South as Clinton, Tenn.;
Koinonia Farm, an interracial
Christian community at Ameri-*
cus, Ga.; Birmingham, Ala.,

'

and Tallahassee, Fla, Work- .

shops will consider the impli- •*

cations of integration for
church groups, educators, '-?

trade unions, business and In-
^

, dustry and community and
cilh: *w gaflizations."" . ' "* -i
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT
aLfr-fetrtwwo' talks by the Rev.
Martin Luther King of Mont-
sorcery on "The Look to the

Ruture," and, by Aubrey Wil-
liams, Montgomery publisher,
on " A New Dealer Looks at

the Present."

Something apparently fell

through on the Birmingham
report. Undercover agents i

' who attended the session re- I

ported they could" not identify
|

any known integration leader
from Birmingham.
King later outlined in his

I talk what he said were the

1
three major periods in, the
Negro'* rise to what he called

"SaxmiTfiiyntegration."

Williams did not"*see com-
plete integration. He lashed
hard at Southern leaders who

j

oppose complete compliance :

witn integration orders, but
noted that "the South seems
bent upon refusing to give any
ground whatsoever."
He said further that "more-

over, we arp moving steadily

in the direction of more rigid

and wider denials. We are go-

ing to new lengths in estab-

'isLing the rigidity of separa-
tion."

Williams lashed at Southern
senators, governors and other
leaders for what he said was a

Utand "iittle short of insanity."

IK* damned Atty. Gen, John
•Patterson for what he called

(
'seizure of records of a citi-

ens organization whose aetivi-

ies are limited to protesting a
sw which had wiped out thtir

Vight to vote . .
."

j a. ;i.t;uJ ku r a L i-t 1 SOn*S

seizure of records of a Negro
group at Tuskegee, led by
Charles Gomillion, dean of
students at Tuskegee Institute,

\wbich boycotted white mer-
chants.
Williams concluded that the

:

course being followed by the
South could lead to "armed
rebellion," and plunge the
South again into war.
Herd's a partial program of 1

the Labor Day week-end inte-
gration workshop, as an-
nounced by the school.

.
• IPriiaynfrug. 30. * '

,

^ 2:30 p.m. "An Overview of

in the South Tn-

iay," John Hope H.
"Integration Beachheads'* . .

.

Report of Progress and Prob-
lems. - „

Tuskegee, Ala. .".

Gomillion.
. Johns Island, S. C.
nice Robinson,

Tallahassee, Fla. .

-H. Brooks.
Montgomery, Ala.

,

t
-Parks.

Southern Unions ,

Helstein.
Koinom'a Farm . .

Browne.
m Clia ten, Tenn. , .

Clark.

*"\ ±

y
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^ Professional agitators taught, dispatched

Review ofrecords

ALL INFORMATION CONTA
KEREIi, IS u,<CLASSii

:
u

DATE 3\<>fa BY SI

shows Ret(s fanned

Sputh s racial strife

*'..-

BY EDWIN STRICKLAND
*»——-**»ws staff writer
The race issue in America
today is "top priority" for our
home-grown Reds and their

Soviet advisers.
The . Negroes and whites

caught in the destructive
whirlpool of strife and emo-
lL-;i:., ti.'t iiio,rj pawns in the
Communist master plan which
L-ts been spelled out for us by
J
.);c '."'. ;;,- 1 4. thornselves.
The.se conclusions

hangs delicately In the bal*
ance.
Several states have under-

taken to ferret out the Red
fronts behind race Incidents.
Some fault has been laid di-
rectly at the door of the Na-
tional Assn. fur the Advance-
ment of Colored People, which
has been barred from activity
in Alabama and several other
states.

But the fault goes much

sounding statement
poses and see whether H is

really working for American
ideals.

2. Read the list of its spon-
sors, organizers, donars and
board of directors. If you find
there are names of persons f
known to have connections

'

with "front groups" it would -

justify you tp look further.
3. If the end result of the

;
.

policies of the organization

capable to one who takes the
tine 3'i'i f ;!'•.-it to look be-
hind the scenes and see who is

arranging the stage settings.

*™ *"**"
- deeper than the NAACP, the - would be strife or disorder, or

fit of a series

'"':*?-'

" ',./

AN" ineprapable is a fact
that may come as a shock .^to

good Americans who have al-

ways been taught that De-
mocracy is rula by the ma-
jority.

The shattering truth that
has demonstrated itself time
and time again is that the un-
organized majority is voice"
less and without the means of*
making its will felt. It is the
~.;2h"y organized, militant and
often ruthless minorities which
rule almort every facet of our,
national life today.
Chief amors those militant

jriiripritifF is the Communist
Paiiy. L. h. A., and the literal-

Iionts" be-
hind which it disguises itself.

Communism in America has
ffiany face s.

Responsible Southern lead-
ers spe&k sincerely when they
charge that behind Southern
race incidents lurk the crim-
son shadow of International
Communism.
Previous articles in this' se-

ries ha\e attempted to explore
he basis for these charges.
"i ;i? fi ?io ing* are clear: The
Cv.^uij^.'is-.i a: ,d their fellow
travelers have sei2ed upon a
situation of their own making
to brjrig strife and divide the
c^awii^'s strength aj ft time
vben our' national security

facts indicate.

SOME LEADERS say we
have been protecting too many
"sacred cows" disguised under
patriotic and religious labels.

Fully half of the officially

labeled Communist fronts go
under names which begin
with the word "American." A
large percentage begin with
the words "Christian" or Re-
ligious" or some other word
indicating the group to be re-
ligious in character.
Congressional hearings and

numerous official investiga-
tions have established the fact
that the Communists seek
anonymity in highly respected
organizations, then work from
within to change the character
and purpose of those organiza-
tions to make them fit into
Communist plans.

Labor unions, cooperatives,
civic and patriotic groups, edu-
cational institutions, charitable
organizations and even
churches have been Infiltrated

by Red agents and their "yes
men."
These facts are known to

agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, and often by
leader, of the infiltr.tej^^^^Vsegrega
Oroups. Only the fatter, and wortshon-

c * iC » a

an informed membership, can ,
-
--**""«*«*

stop such use of their organi-j
zations by the Reds. . . I

How can you tell whether &3*7/
an organization to which yo- ^
belong is Red-infested, or
danger of becomingjAo£_
L Look behind its higfi-

would give aid and comfort to
the enemies of our society,
you're striking pay dirt.

Gov. Marvin Griffin of
Georgia charged that Commu-
nist are "preying upon mem-
bers of both races" in creat-
ing discord. He has avowed
to expose what he calls the
entire Communist conspiracy
behind the race issue.

», . I. ' i —
ALABAMA'S attorney gen-

eral, John Patterson, said hit
investigations have disclosed
connections between race boy-
cotts in Montgomery and Tus-
kegee, and The Highlander
Folk School in Monteagle,
Tenn., which has been called
"a Communist training school"
by the Georgia Commission on
Education. \> <-

The school, through its own
publications, stated that its

field agents worked in almost
every Southern city where +
race incidents have occurred*-^
The 23rd annual report o'f \

the school listed its "accom-
*

plishments" of the past 12
months. It listed 11 residential
workshops, dealing with every-
thing from labor union activity
to the United Natio:
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Tfe*-j»iM}rt also stated that
field agents of the school had
worked in integration prob-
lems in Charleston, S. C, Co-
lumbia, S. C, Monks Corner,
S.'"C,

r
Tuskegee, Ala., Knox-

ville. Tenn., Oak Ridge, Tenn.,
Chattanooga and Nashville.

In Tuskegee, later the scene
?f a merchants boycott, the
ie!d agents "met with school

teachers, clergymen, NAACP
leaders, civic association rep-
resentatives and Tuskegee stu-

dents to analyze deadlock be-

tween white and Negro com-
munities and discuss possible
solutions, . . ."

7,. v --^ nr* „,-.-,w place, ac-
curuing 10 the field workers
reports, they met with NAACP

At Johns Island, S. C, May
29, 1955. Highlander repre-
sentatives participated in an
all day panel discussion on the
I'oliownig subjects:

I. V.'liy rj^iulu
J
Negroes be

rrzanf-rd?

"

.. ",--- wi ii;e causes for
other races to overlook Ne-
groe;.

' '
'

-i

-1 '
' fur less

than 30 per cent of colored
s in South Carolina notCl.Ii

;,.-.:. - :::z«'ns?

y ' ": 4. Does the buying power of
. . t!'p ;•*-=»:. v.nfii wisely used,
*

,
- ; T h.i'-j

'"
:;cl! t" is condition?

'"T ' '3. t :
I"

.A"7 rt;sJECT would
*-~

.
.' 'j-'-. : 'iltct! economic boy-

£.' -'
-..v.- coir, such as occurred in Tus-

r.. - -

"~- kesee
.<- ac ' f vi ties of the

£ . r ^ srhoo!'? staff, said the report,
'.

"
;-..-;„. t.lLL/..iir.g:

!*\.'
" '"

1. Testimonial dinner for

I---..:. '.-.~i J^rtpe J Waites Waring, Char-
i - . *; Irston. S. C.
h - *-" 2. Staff Conference, Camp-
--

"
b. 1 '" Folk Fch'iol. Rrasstown,

f- ,- . «: 3. Tfnnes-ee Council of Hu-
*£ mf-'t Hi.laiirns. Nashville and

-7-r ^ '-•*• ,'!» "V^n.
*'

,. .. -i. :-.:;? r;fT. Conference Edu-
"
_

" . .ia;:ta, Ga.
\ - " «= •

«" 'o-irai Con-
^. «.,.,.... , ^j-.iviiie.

•. .:" :

/r*i At ie^t one of the above
^.r

-"'.
] mentioned, the Southern Con-

.- ' " _' r^r'f >"Hi ; r agonal Fund, has
. i „:;•$ a Communistic

•v ; ~~ - 1. .''it

'rv\p riftT""* also weted Wwt
"meeting with Highlander fund
raising committees on the
West Coast .made it possible
for staff members to speak to
classes at the University of
California and the University
of Washington, y
"During visits to Chicago

and New York for similar
meetings staff members spoke

at the University of Chicago,
Columbia University, Sarah
Lawrence and New York Uni-
versity."

It might be well to note here
that while funds for the school
are raised nationwide, "schol-
arships" are offered only to
people In Southern communi-
ties who wish to provide lead-
ership along the lines taught
at the school. .

In July. 1956, the Highlander
Report headlined its front
sheet with:
"WE WILL EDUCATE FOR

INTEGRATION IN OUR RES-
IDENCE SESSIONS, IN OUR
FIELD PROGRAM, IN OUR
COMMTTNTTyi"

It started off the report by
saying:
"The immediate and chal-

lenging barrier to Democracy
in the South is seg-jegation. ,

"The Immediate and chal-
lenging task confronting those
who desire a democratic South
Is integration."
In other words, "the school's

chief aims in 1956, were identi-
cal to the stated aims of the
Communist Party, U. S. A*, in
1928.

The school likes to crow
about what it calls accomplish-
ments in areas where racial
incidents have occurred. It

publishes sheets called "The
Story of John Island," and
"The Montgomery Story/' as
examples.

THE MONTGOMERY story,

as told by the publication, has
Rosa Parks deciding her peo-
ple "are not goin gto take it

any more' 'and thus kicking
off the bitter bus' boycott.

It is interesting to note that
almost every place that staff

members "of Highlander did
field work in 1955, have be-
come the scene of racial incl-

J dents. , .

In Tuskegee the issue Is still

unsettled. It Is led there by
Charles G. Gomillion, dean df
students at Tuskegee. Gomil-
lion is on the board of High-
lander, as Is Rosa Parks. Go-
million is also listed as « spon-

'.sor for the Southern_Cafil$>
t enee ideational ISuni T^^,

i
. His—oihjerafffliatipns. most

i of them officially listed "as

Communist fronts, are as fol- \
: lows:

*

W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial
Sponsoring Committee, spon-
sor, 1951. (DuBois, honorary
head of NAACP, holds the dis-

tinction of having literally

hundreds of Communist front
associations — more than any
other known American.)
First Line ofDefense—signer

of statement in defense of
Communists. (Reported Aug.
29, 1948,

v "Daily Worker"
page 9.) • -

Manifesto of Negro eLaders
—signer of statement against
outlawing the Communist
Party, 1947.

~
,.- .

Sotuhem * Conference Edu-
cational Fund, member of
board of direcetors, 1954.

Southern- Negro Youth Con-
gress, member of advisory
board an dsecretary, 1947. (Of-
ficially liste d as Communist
front.)

Are Negroes being victim-
ized by their own organization,

the NAACP. as part of a Red
plan in America? Maybe so,

maybe not.
The fact is, however, that 10

of the members of the
NAACP't natiional board of
directors, each have from 23
to Jff-Mm m tto associations^with
Communists fronts, inciualng'

Union (several gfantiK 1
*"

j
"8.' International Labor De-
fense, $9975.

4. Max Eastman, for prepa-

ration and production of an
historic film on the Russian
Revolution.

5. Russian Reconstruction
Farms, New York, $21,015.

6. Urban League, $15,000.

Those are only a representa-

tive part of the report, bat
fiparlv shows the makeup of
the funff to be a deep red.

fqundatipg . amounting to over

$S million, left by* flft 18le

Charles Garland of Massachu-
setts.

The fund's own report for i

1928-30, listed a gift of $100,-
*

000 to the NAACP, and an-
other $5000 loan to that or-
ganization., •

Significantly, perhaps, most
'

of the other loans and gifts

fram this foundation* were- to:

LPetiy Worker, $6875.

2. American Civil* LiWrlftV

COMMUNISTS are' not

found on soap boxes" or hani-
ing out leaflets, 'fhey operate
from offices and ^respectable

addresses. They are like ter-

mites which enter a timber, gut
it. to a shell and destroy its
strength before being discov-
ered. In many organizations
today they entered just as un-
noticed, work just as stealthily

aafl la" the end bring about
.the same ruin. '

direct defense of the Com-
rnuhi'Jt Pirty, In sodle *mef,
and of convicted Communist
In others. **•*+'
This may account for the

:

fact that the group has never
j

been able to attract more than '

a skeleton membership in the
South, and must depend large- :

ly for its funds from the North
and Northern "foundations,"
Along that line I will men-

tipn The American Fund for
Public Service. It -

>T^yr^^.=r.^7yT V;w»oi (V «rr



I

*' 'Aim li jii^d

v 1

\'.v

::**>

:4-T

GIB 16
ALL INFORMATION GoNTfliffcg,

HEREIN IS UKCLA8.SIF.IEQ <*««

Race jSt

At Integrated Meet
*j The Georgia Commission on Edu-
'§ ation has released a brochure giv-

i/ig documented evidence that ra-

cial strife was plotted at an inte-
'
r y rated meeting attended by Com-
:-/rf *-.unists and communist sympathi-

vis «».. i.iaulfcaKle, Tenn., last La-

jor Day. . . .
--/'

The weekend meeting was held

Committee .on Un-Americau» Atti 'ri fJnhg*' V*^.^ House

ties as a "person who attended ajAtnjfctca,' afid Abner^J^erry
secret convention in North Carc~|the National CantralCommiUae.'ioi

Una at which time plans were made the Communist party at the

for spreading revolutionary theo-

ries throughout the South."

A top Communist leader, in testi-

mony before the Un-American Acti-

vities Committee, described Dom-j

t the Highlander Folk School and- browski as "being completely pro-

-?/as aJ-Leuded oy the Rev. Martin communist and anxious to collaJ

1
,u the the Negro minister borate with the Communist party

*

ho led the Montgomery boycott,

:>Wfci)
yominent in racial flareups in the

jSuULQ.

The Georgia Commission on Edu-

cation has identified the founders

and leaders of tne Tennessee school

as known Communists or Com-
" filial sympathizers.

; / The school was founded by Don
'*JFt\=t. MylqprfHorton, and James
Bftmbrowski: according to tfiecom-

mtssitnf '

OPERATING IN GEORGIA
"Don West, presently operating

in Georgia, was district director of

the Communist party in North

Carolina," the commission said.

gi'he Georgia commission said

llprton, who is now director of the

sjjhcoi, wf£ identified by the Dies

and follow its leadership withou

led many others who have been- taking the risk of actual part

membership," according to the

commission. ,. ".
The Georgia Commission sent

photographer to the Labor Dai'

weekend meeting. The photogra-

pher made picture^ of King and
other integration leaders attending

meetings which he said

methods of stirring up
racial strife. i

EMBRACED WHITE WOMAN '

He also made photographs which
show a Negro man eyeing a. white

woman's legs at one of the ses-

iions and janother with a Negro

irently embracing a white

inf.- '"Baity/ a Negro, is alao

colummft for the Daily Worker,

official .publication of tha Com-
munist party in the 17. S. 1^
The Georgia Commission on Edu-^T

cation said the meeting*** dsW
reeled by the R^iPjyj-^Thomp-
son who "has a lengthy irecord of

Communist affiliations."

The" "commission listed Tborop-1

son* affiliations and noted tha\ he

spoke agaiost the conviction of the

u Communists about a year ago.

Attending the Montesgle meet-

ing were repreosentative leaders

of the Tuskegee Alabama boycott,!

the Tallahassee "flcrida bus inei-"

-,., dent, the Montgomery Alabama
^

plotted bi4 boycott, the Sauth Carolina —J
further naaC? .scihool teachers incident,!

\ot\ie pb$tograpTte -shrrw ' j

ll&Uua, pc^sident of the

the>luitninla inter-racial farm —

!

Arneric^,'Ge^gTarand"{he" Clin-'

ton, Tennessee school incident,"!

(

according .to the commission. !

*, TYF1CAJ, METHOD I
'

\

"The mcetur of such a lafge

group of specialists in inter-racial

ih ifi imiim r ftf auspices of a Qora-

aining school, and in the

^company M itany known Com-

JACKSON DAILY NEWS
JACKSON, MISS.
10/16/57
Page 3 Cols. 1-6
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.
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CQMM1E1PLQ&KACE STRIFE IN SOUTH
eLhoril oVsKrsr& A stfaPfo. the South were plotted at a meeting at ththe High-

m~Monteagle," Term., by Negro agitators, Communists and
- — ..... ... - a jv lyuiijgii

.jjander Folk School ~- ™ — > -- -« ~ . . - . ,.

S^mmtmist sympathizers. Notice the Negro (at left with face turned)

•a

NOT RECORDED
141 OCT 30 1957,

*m« white woman with bare. legs.
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^^Sfe^^-^a^^^^^^^^^^^iS^^^t/p^ leadership Vain^g and

Hies are furnished to agitators,*'

commission s*id., I
.•be Georgia commission** bro-

(<ihure included an editorial entitled

{"Every American Has the tRigbt

to Know the Truth" which iaid>

1 "On the preceding pages you

|have seen pictures of. the leaders

i|of every race iocidatt J*» tte

I South from May 19*4 until the]

time of *e meeting, Labor Day,

1M7, weekend. You have setfn «xe-|

cutives and4eader» of many ot-

NTEGRATED FUN AT RED MEET£^TO,M£:
Jl

. j-*Wo man and a white woman bear-hug each *" -• -- -'- •• t*~< ta

bus boycott lfadr ^mong plotters

lojimunist sympathizers who att4

;TiiUnS"tiT is thVlypical Jnetbod;

;
among me xxegiw «««»i ~,—

"

ided the meeting at Monteagle, Ten

p meeting held at the Highlander FoJ
* T onteagle, Tenn. The photographs tak^

were made by a photographer far

^mmission on Education.

r

;r^*

region of the.Unted Stages

AH ef the picture* contained in

tnii folder were taken during one

{weekend at this Conjmunist ttain-

inj school, Highlander Folk School,

Mkiteagle, Tennessee, • J,
. [Names of the national fiiures

Lrj easily identified wtta tbett pic-

feres. Other name* •* ks*« fl*"*

jures are those fiveo to tt»e photo-

jfrafCjer in intsoduction* and self

identifications.
1

"it has been our purpose, *aa

rapidly as possible,' to identify tte

leaders and participant* of this,

Communist training sckool and 4Js-'

seminate this information to the

general public.
t

-'It behooves eacll of m to fear*

mare of Communist infiltration *M
.the directions of Communist move*
'menu. Only through feformatiof

jand knowledge can e*» eembat tfcii

ialion menanca rf* inartiturtajsjl

Ifwernment. " v
--**"

y

^fCVvu sjy wea tAasw^ mi* vi*f m*
.'.•' \ V JGptomission on E&RjrtUn* **•
~-

. -r_r^CTW^^^'^i^; i^^'< Building, f- munjet
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suv-a

Georgia Probers,

Report Dr. Moror\

Af A Meeting Held

In 'Red School
Hampton Institute President

panelist At Monteagle, Tern.

v.-

p

'»

.
*y K>HN BOWEN ifA Georgia legislative investigating committee has tetfo*^}

duced into its records informationthat J^Alqpzo G MW^
president of Hampton Institute, receiiflV teflciftfifci "flf an
iategration icminar at Highlander Folk School in Tennessee

^ainSg^.^
11 *" flaito "

llfciB " » "Co"»mm»t

Records of the Georgia Ootnmiisiofl on Education, a ponticbodv created by a joint resolution of the state's legislature. --

£ 1q5/?K1 Si** -*. P*?**"** "* editor* ZaP
tbt 1957 Labor Day weekend tenisar at the Monteacle. T•cboojtnd • copy of the program which lists Pr KJocoa

Printed Mote m •» Mar
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?l;e Virginian Pilot
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meeting tectedas a _
which aW<a> shows Dr.

iu
- as a member of the panel

with otter persoM at the seminar.
On the program, also Introduced

Am *& recordi ** *" Georgia
legislative committee, Dr. Moron
is listed for a panel dbcussion an
"What Is the Impact of Integra-
tion on the People? '• Other panel
mAibars are shown as Septima
Clark, Highlander workshop direc-
tor; Wilma Dykeman Stokeh/,
Newport, Tena., writer and Allen
McSwaln of Clinton, Tena.
Tho printed folder dtet "the

records of Communist affiliations
of four of the leaders of Highlander
Folk School." These teaXTsre
listed as Donald L. West. Her.
James B. Thompson, James Don>
browslri and Aabrey Williams.

"Each of those four men was
prominent is the establishment of
Highlander Folk School or te its
subsequent operation," the docu-
ment reads. The document also
reads: "They represent Jin mi-l
'CJeuf of tl'» CommunM^aittW

: : c * : .:i - o. a - ac . . 6 «m -Eevs
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TbKopMt*. ohaplaia of the Uni-
nrtlly oT Chicago, k iaWfcw tfi
program m dfrector af th* semin-
ar and a* a apaakcr. Wuanm*
appears oa f*w setnsaar ptagrasn
at a apeakar. .

The lokJer lists » alleged Com-
mune* affihaooas far Thompson.
43 for William*, II lor Waat ami
I* for DombrvwekL
' At 1be seminar, Tnempaofc 1*
laaoni-aa 'apaaUBf aa "Report of
Workshops . . > Recoraoieadatii
for Future Action* and Villiamsi
M-Mktaf « rA-Naw;-Daalir
Look* at the Ptaaattb" ; «-i -

The program says ft» ^major
goal of this seminar vfl be to ex-
amine the progress of Integration
is the South today, tr hoar aboat
the crucial struggles from thoae
Involved, and to appreciate
of the underlying human aspects
of integration ... it la hoped that
on the bash of this seminar, white*

P

and Negroes will better understand
t»w ftey can work together

It votes take on^Tntegration
Beacahaafc - Report $t rrogres*
and Problem*" at twjuefee. Ala.,
John* bland. S. C, TaDahaaaw,
Fla., Montgomery, Ala., Koinonla
Farm, CHntoo, Term., and in

Southern Unions. Also on the pro-
gram were films and a panel on
the Highlander school
Other panels and workshops on

integration art listed on the pro-
gram, including a workship In
"The Implications of Iatagratton"
for religious groups, educators,
trade onions, community and civic
organizations and youth groups.
Integrated recreational and 4b>

ner events also were cited In the
Georgia folder.
The Georgia commission's folder

charges that the integrated meet-
ing brought together "the leaders
of every major ract incident m
the South" since the U. S.

Supreme Court ruling against
rogation.

"The* met at tins workshop and
discussed methods and tactic* of
precipitating racial strife and dis-
turbance," It continue*.
"The meeting of such a large-

group of specialists in intercede?
strife under the auspice* af 4
Communist training school, and ta
toe eompaay ef many knows Com-
munist* k tha typical matted
whereby leadership training and
tactics are furnished to the agita-
tors. TWs was a general workshop
and would be the most common
method/of developing a long range

"In specific emergency situa-
tions leadership would be sent into
the communities to assist.

"Good examples of the infusion
of leadership was th* appearance
of Bayard Rustin, who appeared
fn the Daily Worker, as secretary
of Rev, Jlartin Lomer King, the

a *••**»«*.A* 1
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£>r. Moron Attended
Meet At 'Red' School,

Say Georgia Probers
Ceatiaeed From Page U

appearance of Don Wert, promi-j

nest Communist functionary, at

Koinonia Farm disturbances and

the preliminary surveys conducted

by John Hope II, preparatory to

the Tallahassee bus incident."

Hope elsewhere is listed in the

printed folder as industrial rela-

tions consultant, Fisk University

at Nashville, Tens.
Th* document notes "repjeseo-

k»uv« leaders" of the following m-
cidents at the meeting: Tuskegee,
Ala., boycott; Tallahassee, Fla.,

bus incident; Montgomery, Ala.,

Thompsp' American Comratttee" of Forea*. «fc£
letter *r - ?s*?

Anairteen Few'S:* .

-rhstnnan — Da^r'- Wertssr,

lit* Pnge 4; Emergetf _

MoMttzation — sponsor _— jmt

MA^SSSk Federation ssf So-

cial Action — -speaker — Social

Questions Bulletin, Jam I960, Page
1; National Committee for Peace-

ful Alternatives — cocbainnao—
folder, December, 1950; National

Committee to Repeal the McCar-
ran Act — initiator — letterhead,

Jan. 19, 1951; National Council of

Arts, Sciences and Professions —
signer of ad — St Louis Post-

Dispatch, June 20, 1*51; Southern

Conference for Human Welfare—
vice-president — letterhead. Jury

25, 1947, and Committee to secure

Justice in the Rosenberg Case —
signer of open letter — Hyde Park
Herald, 1962.

Williams: American committee
lor the Protection of Foreign Born
—sponsor of conference — program
and call, Oct. 25-27, 1949; Amer-
dan Youth Congress — speaker

at 2 or 2 of their annual meetings
—Williams

,
testimony before Sen-

ate Internal Security Subcommit-
tee, March 19, 1954, Page 109;

brief amid curiae for the Com-
munlat Party - dp** - U. S.

Supreme Court, October Hal;
Committee for Peaceful Attenw-
tives to the Atlantic Pact - mts>

achool SdoenL
Tenn

",«5ti» Committee on UnAmerkan wealth College - served on conv

AmoiTTSioM attending the ^l^J^L^^Sn/Srn*
seminar, according to the legist "J* ?e teSSfn^^S ^5
tivs conlrrJssion? records, were P 1**1

/ JSnSSS^SL uS SSl
the Re*. Martin Lather King, lead- »*»• to 5^^!* «!?,* *•£ SS
*r of the Montgomery^ ind- """J* ^^J^J*J^t\
dent; Fred Routb, a headquarters «£*> wI

!
h
f
ut iSSLff a

©ffi-ia! of the Southern Regional •^Ja&tE?
n
«3heV former

Council, Atlanta; McSwain, who is „ :£*» .J^Jfe. ESSLrVtet
"credited with precipitating the gSTStW Sen^tufcont
Clinton, Tenn., public school in- *"£* ^^{^"SSJEtS
ddenP; Conrad Browne, Koinonia *£** !Li^?£J!£ffl(£*
farm leader; Rosa Parks "one of

DombrewsU at • n
2f^

Bf^L^
om*

the originS'leXi of the uTontl S^fS ti^rnlsjSSSa
Starrier* bun hnvpott"- <fc»ntlm« *kl 8 f001™ to *"* *,nomaS jenersoB 5>uocoaim,fciW, «««. *», *-~,

airk^iirSintS Xriiir rfSI Hotd to Birmingham, Ala..was Ptg€ l03 . „* Southern Confer-

E^hiafld^iSto^atio^rorlih™ Introduced to Wmlby Alton Law- Jfe* Hur.ian Welfare -mem-
w^as^t^wltiTthr^ fence as. Conm^ Party mem- ber erf board ,rf^repreeentotivee-

SdlSr.* *vtt H^rookT^ "«*« Horton washed be-
k?»^t££ are Bated

leadw tf'the Tallahk«^SS*hov ton *e «*» Commit •» V* with similar sffiliations, including

mittee and contributed to — Mas-

sachusetts investigation of Com-
munists. 1938; National Committee
to Repeal the McCarran Acts-
signer of open letter to Senator

Hennings— press release, Nov. 14,

1955; Southern Conference Educa-
tion Fund - president -letter-

head, January 1951; Southern

Conference for Human WeKate—
chairman of nominating commit-

tee, 1948 — Williams' testimony

before Senate Internal Security

Subcommittee, March 19, _ 1094,

Bratuden^^rT^S^ffiitaS
1 wbT'attenArf a Wre7cwv«tioo ThJmpso^ and^WUliama.

wno -was we leader of the Twke- -3 "'

„

r^nade~far spreading the
gee boycott," and Abner W, Berry ^J22i^£sJ5eg to^ughout
of "the Central a>rnmittee of the ™™&°Sn UMorle, urw*DO,B
.Communist Party.**

Cctftcfcm'jig the ffighlander Folk
Srboof, the folder reads as fol-

JQ-Vf.
-*•*-

-der Folk School

The folder also notes that Ibe

following associations bated above
have been dted as Cormsamist

the South'. „ a . . a fronts in the "Guide to Swaver-
"Paul Crouch testified before the g^ crganiiations and PwMfca-

Senate Subeommittee on Internal y^^ published Jan. 2, Met. by
Security that the^ •ffighlander ^JJ. I House of Representatives

Party ff Nadh

..^.^..-^ Pnnt ^^j „. Folk 6cneoi Is a school operatel j

Georgia, was dtotefct «rectof el ^^Jf* *Se^C«UT^^fib>f^* MoblUration, Mem^ Fed-

ran Act, Committee for Peneefnl

Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact
National Coundl of the Arts,

Sciences and Professions, Southern

Conference for Human Welfare,

American Youth Congress and
Commonwealth College.

tee Coinmeulut
CLmkar.

ij.»i^i.ll ••»._ .Jiu »?>*!?*
I >!, ' '
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Mom. . C Tnuwo. M.
•MlttlMM

Mo*«. Cuacttg Bae«

Mom. Moat*r O. Mwoi*

How. Oiomc P. Wmtnum, +*,

B«M. »T*Tt IU» V—ATI—

Mom. Hmmow Cmjwiu.
Oil^—li-B. Unrt—

Me*, a. o. muiw-w

Mow. •mmi l. Bmitmn

MM*. Ct***Vf» . O.W
aa»'ee«*«»•»««* ©••»•»

yw. M**v*ir C. ou*m"
:

m>m m* jAMNtU.
«nWmmmbm art—

hgm. mask »m»th
Ont IWMiwpim 0'»f«^

'

Ho*. J. SATTVC Hah.

HO*. RoniT BA**
«rt. CMUinnwi

HON. *»MW B. WOOO

HO". HDTV. HAIIll
tOtH OCMMHiOHt Bill.nl

Hon. John Iahhoni In*
•«•«<* Out ,HM »iiti»w

HON. CCUHt Hawkm**

T. V. WmiiM, *k, «muTfW OMMMftV

•M A*ar04M.nMK MMVWWO
MIUJBWIWIHT.*. )*,

ATLANTA 0. AA.

lb*, Joha Seven
fiajes Berald
aevport Rawe, Virginia

Bear Mr. Bowent

lb accordance with our telephone eotwereeUon of
Tbareday, October 17, 1957, I an forwarding to ydn
the information I ho.ro concerning the presence of
Alooso 0. Moron at the Labor Day weekend, 1957, good*
nor ot Highlander Folk School, Kontaagle, Tenneaeee. .

I om encloeing a photogreph of * neeting taken during
thla poriod which reade frow loft to righti Septlna
Clark, Alonao 0. Boron, C.I. Parrlah, Vila* D. Stokwly,
Allen HcSvain. In the extreme loft In walkltsj abort*
la Abner W. Barry. Thla photograph wee Introduoed in
•rldenco at tha bearing of tola Commission an Octobar fcu

1957, aa exhibit nuhbar 19.

Tha Atlanta Dally World of Augoat 28 and 29, 1957,
also liata Boron** presence, A copy of tola article i*
included. X an also enclosing a few additional coptea
of the folder we prepared.

* The folder we prepared, the Highlander Seminar
program Included, aa well as the photograph', nave all '

been entered in the records of ota- hearing and of couraa-
are priTUedged*

The~Conmisslon was created by a Joint legialati**
resolution which gives us the authority to conduct hear*
ings and hold investigations with the power to eubpoane
witnesses and to cite for contempt.

•

, ... ... ..»•>-
If I can be of^further help in furniahing yon*

infomation, please' call one*.-

"
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SaysMoronAttended

Wed'Panelln TentL
\¥<* of

c4 TW^Wm^OTn^a^fiS^rVM •***-

able tut night to comment on a

report that be participated in •
panel discussion of racial issue* at

a seminar at a Tennessee school

labeled by the Georgia Commission
pn Education as a "Communist
Training school."

The Institute president, who has

headed the college in Hampton since

1949, wai reported in New York
last night attending meetings of the

board of trustees.

A spokesman said there was no
way to contact Dr. Moron until 8

this morning.
According to the records of the

Georgia Commission, a legislative

investigating unit of the Georgia
Legislature, Dr. Moron took part

in a panel discussing, "What is the

impact of Integration on the peo-
ple?"

The Georgia commission*! rec-

ords include a printed folder of
editorial and photographic material

4*- <**»»•
Thompfci, Williams, West an_

Dombrowakl that. "Each of these
four men was prominent fo the
establishment of the Highlander
Folk School or in its subsequent
operation . . , They represent the
nucleus of this Communist training
a**ooI.**

(The folder published by the com-
mission cites "records of Communist
affiliations" of the four, listing 36
for Thompson, 43 for WiHiams, 18
for West and 45 for Dombrowski.
Thompson's speech at the semi-

nar was labeled in the program as
Report of Workshops . . . Recom-
mendations for Future Action"
WiHiams spoke on, "A New Dealer
Looks at the Present," the commis-
sion records show.
The printed program of ihe

seminar was .prefaced with the fol-
lowing statements:

"

"The major goal of this seminar
wOl be to examine the progress of
integration in the South today, to

, J*«r «bout the crucial struggles

on the seminar, which sw held m "om those involved, and to ap-

tbe Labor Day weekend fcu year m p"ec>»te soma of fb* underlying
the Highlander Folk School Mon- frJJ***;aspects of integration, so that

teagle, lean. A copy of the seminar ***" '"•"' ,
**

J*U-

—

—rfinman asp
Mmdaal
•fwt of

eitiasis may be more
Erogram, also in the records, lists! w

*f
e « »** »ore effective in

»r. Moron as a panelist J dc*/i** * itft *** problems which
Other panelists appearing with w"' uievhably accompany the for-

Dt. Moron, according to the Com- wtr
<| movement toward integration

mission's record, were Steptima m Jnc South.

Clark, HighJander Folk School .. Il " hoped thst on the basis of
workshop director, Wflma Dykeman ™» seminar, whites and Negroes
Stokely of Newport, Term., a W|U better understand how they can i

writer-, and Allen McSwain, who the *°*k together, community workers'

commission said is "credited with ln" members of religious and social

precipitating the Clinton, Tenn., pub- organizations will understand hoi
lie incident ^y can be effective and Northern-

Director of the seminar at High- c" wu"l he more aware of what
jlander, according to the Commis- mey can

.
°° to flelp the South, both

Iston, was James B. Thompson, ** individuals and as members of
{chaplain of tie University of Chica- organizations." •

(go, who was listed with Aubrey Included In the program were dis-
; Williams, former National Youth missions of "Integration fieach-
Admim'stratoi in the Roosevelt Ad- he»ds," reports on progress and
ministration and publisher of the Problems of points of racial con-
Southern Farm and Home Maga- troversy such as Tuskeegee and
»*;«. •. • «.»i—

.

Montgomery, AJa^ Tallahassee Flan
i Not listed on the printed program *tc.
! of the seminal', but identified by

_

Panels and workshop sessions on
t|e commfssfen a* among its lead- integration implications in religious

ers were Donald L. West one of organizations, education, trade
the founders of Highlander Folk unions, cooasn unity and civic organi-
Srhoof, and James Dombmw-** ZAtyyn* and youth groups.

I who was affiliated with the scnool. •*« cftuga of the Georgia Com-
mission on Education was that the
seminar brought together "leaders
of every major race incident in the
South" since the 1954 Supreme

See Ds\ Moron, fag* 1», Col 1A
#W>
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Dr. Moron
Ce*ttase4 Frees Pag* fln*

Court decision outlawing e*eT*fat*d

achools.

"They met tt this workshop tad
discussed methods end tactics of
predpitsting racial strife end dis-

turbance," said the commission.

"The meeting of such s large

group of specialwt* in <imer-racial

strife tinder the auspices of a Com-
muDiBt training school, and In the

company of many known Commu-
nists is the typical method whereby
leadership training and tactics are

furnished to the agitators. . . In
specific emergency situatitons lead-

ership would be sent into the com-
munities to assist."

Examples of this, it was stated,

were the appearance of Bayard
Rustin, "who appeared b the Daily
Worker." as Secretary to tha lev.
Martin Luther King, leader of the

Montgomery bus boycott, and the

appearance of Donald West, prom-
fnent Communist roncHooery st the

Koininla Farm disturbances in

Georgia.
Attending or taking part u the

Highlander Folk School seminar,

according to the Commission, were
the Rev. King, who led the Mont-
gomery bos boycott; Asher W. Ber-

ry, "a member of the Communist
Party national ceatral new— Haas;

Fred Booth, ctfetat •( the Boa*
em Regional Comae* David ft.

Brooks, "a leader of the TalUheeaee
bus boycott": and Charles Gomtl-
lioM, dean of students at Tuskege*
Institute, a "leader of the Tuskegae
boycott"; Rosa Parka, "one of the

n#Mi traders of aba Montgom-

c^r •fes* 1.^ si*" 4
Jrowav KeseMws reei* ejg^»

Y*, fjmxv* Caammmm
m Bw that the HighlaBdet Folk

School, founded In 1932, has been

identified is testimony before the

TJ. 5. Senate Subcommittee os In-

ternal Security as a school operated

"ostensibly aa an independent labor

•chooU but actually working m
dose cooperation with the Com-
munist Fatty."

Myl* Hortoft, one of the ftsund-

I ers, was said by the commiesion to

j
have been identified In a eongres-

I

sional investigation as having at-

tended a "secret convention in

North Carolina, et which time plans*

were made for spreading revolution;

arv theories throughout the sooth.

Don West, co-founder of the
school with Hortoft, according te

the Georgia commission, was iden-

tified in the commission record as

"district director of the Communist
Party of North Carotins." West is

bow operating in Georgia, the com-
mission said. .....

Testimony before a U. S. House
subcommittee, the commission cited.

identified Dombrowikt at a "'pro-

Communist and anxious to collabor-

ate with the Communist Party and

follow hs leadership without taking

the risk Of actual membership.*

At Hampton Instiiute last night,

a spokesman explained that Dr.

Moron could not he reached in

New York because he was attend-

ing various committee sessions of

me board of trustees.

TV** was no wav to determine.

,* —«* wnted. which sne*+W the

instihm president would »

•»v given time e* *.'*«» ' 4*

committees were meeting.

Dr. Moron was to be in contact I

with the Institute staff this morning I

at 8, it was stated. At this time.

Dr. Moron was to be informed of

the Georgia Commission's charge.

Dr. Moron, a native of the Vir-

gin Islands, was the first Negro to

become president of Hampton In-

stitute.
(

After extending Hampton Insti-

tute, he obtained decrees m soci-

ology from Brown university, is

sociology and social work from the

University of Pittsburgh, and in

lsw at Harvard University.

He served as American repre-

sentative on the Caribbean Com-
mission, appointed by President

Truman and was appointed hv Sec-

retary of State Dulles to head the

American delegation to the West
Indies Conference and Caribbean
Commission meetings in 1957 in

Ksmaica.

In June, a list of organizations is-

sued by the Institute in which the

president held membership included

the American Association of School

Admi n istrators: the American
Christittn Palestine Committee, co-

chairman; the board of directors.

Southern Regional Council; board
of directors. Virginia Council on
Human Relations; board of direc-

tors. Virginia Tuberculosis Associa-

tav Soard of directors. American
lis* fro**: executive committee.
Association for Higher Education:
the National Association for the
Advancement of me Colored Peo-
ple; the National Education Aaao-

daftow and she NatioaW Majsjsjsaq
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R! MORON TO REPLY IN CHAPEL
TALK TO GEORGIA ACCUSATIONS

AIogjoG^Morog, president ai Hampton Institute, said

today ne \^Tftc
v

pl5^tomorrow to a newspaper article Thurs-

day reporting claims that he had attended a meeting at a
"Communist training school" over the Labor Day weekend

at Monteagle, Teim,
Dr. Moron telegraphed The Times-Herald today from

Newark, N. J., that his statement will be made in his evening

dupe] talk ai 7 Sunday night at Hampton Institute's Ogden

The Times-Herald published Thursday charges by the

jOeorjia Commission on Education that the Highlander Folk .

;£dhooi, which conducted the integration seminar, it a "Com-7
'waist training school.** Dr. Moron was listed as a panel*

speaker at the seminar.
*
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EXCESSES CONFIDENCE

Faculty Of HI

Backs President
Confidence In the Integrity c~m

loyalty of the president of Hamp-
ton Institute was expressed by the
school's faculty in a resolution
aimed at counteracting news sto-
ries which indicated that he par-
ticipated in a panel discussion at a
"Communist Training school."
The Peninsula newspapers pub-

lished stories last week which re-
ported that Dr. Afopxo_c. Ua

\f
n

president ofTneTnTflHRfT^BrT^-
tidpated in a panel Atcmmm e?
racial issues at a seminar in the
Highland Folk School of Montead*
Tenn.
The Georgia Commission on Ed-

ucation has labeled the Tennessee
school as a "Communist Training
school."

Institute faculty members during
a mid-day meeting yesterday unan-
imously gave their support to the
drawing up of a resolution support-
ing Dr. Moron, and later at "1:18

p. m." unanimously adopted the,
resolution by a handvote, it was;
reported.

Meanwhile, although Dr: Moron
1

had not returned in time to com!
ment on his reaction to stories re-
garding his attendance at Highland
Folk school, he did, however, wire
the Daily Press, that be would
apeak on the Issue tonight at the
Institute.

The complete text of the resolu-
tion reads as follows:

"The faculty of Hampton Insti-
tute has been profoundly shocked
by the .unwarranted personal attack
upon jts president, Alonzo G. Mor-
on, made in recent articles in the
local newspapers. It (the faculty)
*•* vainly hoped that the discus-
sion of issues, even the emotional-
ly charged iaaue of desegregation,
light be •eodueted as a cornpe-
•fcrt ci 3*m». net aa matioious
assaults upas iarflvhfeak „.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x
DATF nk\^f fiY ^frfi7^|aA v

< "The faculty repudiates with ese-
^emet the implication that Fnf>
eaei Moron is now, or ever hit
seen, in any way identified *4(L
or aympaOMttt %•, Commi atari!
Knowledge of bis dedication to m
freedom of the human mind and to
the principles of Christianity makes
the charge inconceivable. The evi-
dence offered to support it makes
the charge, in addition, ludicrous.

'The fatuity defjorts 4fae.\effort

to revive the tadae of impaling
guilt by association so widely em-
ployed by the late Joseph McCar-
thy and now so thoroughly discred-
ited. It censures as a flagrant
abuse of the power of the press the
effort,' made behind the cloak of
legislative immunity, to silence

those who would advance the
American ideal of freedom and
equality under law and the Chris-
tian Ideal of the brotherhood of

"The faculty has complete con-
fidence in the integrity and loyalty
Of President Moron. It is confident

alto that all fair-minded persons
will be able to determine, as be-
tween the President and his de-
tractors, where the charge of an-
Americanism properly Ilea/*
(Signed, The Faculty of Hampton,
Institute, William H. Martin, chain-

man, pro tem, Anita Mack, secre-

** * - :
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Pr. Moron Lashes

Ga. Commission
1

* I

Report As 'Character
;

-_.- .... ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN©

Assassination* HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE^MSL_BY^2£
By HOWARD GIBBONS .

»f nHtnjsTon Tn^fl^*£oeclared laii

yj. - night ihdl he plans 10 continue t»
'-' *pr^V and act "against lajuarfce.

again..? discrimination, against segre-
gation, r gainst the use of politic*]

r-'tsr tc express personal preju-
dice , .

."

Speaking at a vesper service In
(' .'': h'ii-i at Hampton Institute,

Dr. Moron said he will continue this

"wherever 1 am and as long as God
E'^l-s me ifie strength and ihe cour-
age to defend what I believe and
what I think it right."

The Hampton Institute president,
who has just returned from a week
».>f meetings of the National Man-
power Council at Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City, termed e»
"Character assassination" a report
primed by Peninsula newspaper*
last wee* that Highlander Folk
School, where Dr. Mofm\"io3k"ptn
io *e miepration mealing during Ihe
i-*bo* Day weekend, has been de-
scribed by the Georgia Commission
on Education at a "Communist
».r*i«irg school." «. .';

"I read the Thursday story <in
she Times Herald) very carefully to

~;:~~i. see if th* rt/erence* ta me were.li-

,.^ oeious, tor 1 would consider any
.< .I .:i.-:rge that I was a Com*

«*»».«» «« ».'v-w*» and i ttaod rmdj
.***.

i

*> £*" "»to court any person Who
*.-'- .\ makes such an accusation, with. gull

^.£=f f«uth *nd confidence that no such
''-' * charge cxn be substantiated," Dr,

y:
.y>-

;

Moron told about 1,300 institute stu*

'£h$jt*J: dents and faculty members attend-

vjv.y^| im the vesper service.

•

r>" .':;%'' "I w*s saddened, however," be
V,. .

'

continued, "by the fact that, al-
:/>",!' though no specific charge was made,
.':/'''"> a reputable paper, published in a

c.mnviriity to which Hampton In-
jtjtute h»s given ao moch, should
'tow* a party to disaemmati*c in-

tfaat unplic* guilt K 4ep-

report to which Dr. Meraa
t*f*y last night was (hat

J
#*».»^m «n*ton at Highlander Foig_

l*-.»ii m MiMtsagk, Ten*., est Bat

S"-k»!
of racial tnlefratioa) was]

Id "under the auspices of a CM
Dsunm training school"
The report cited the recordc'bv

trod need at a hearing conduced
by the Georgia Commission "on
Education, a legislative investigat-

ing body created by the Georgia
legislature.

The Georgia public body rt

state that "they met at this work-
Georgia public body records

>hop and discussed methods and
tactics of precipitating racial
strife and disturbance.

M The mftet-

ing was held "in the compamr. of

many known Communists," the
Georgia records state.

Dr. Moron declared last awht
, that the seminar was "given wide

J

publicity before it occurred, dur-
! ins the three days that H was bang
-held and at its conclusion."

I "The remarks that I mad* at

i the seminar," he pointed Bet,

"were reported by the Associated
Press and were published in. Ihe
Memphis Commercial Appeal, the

Nashville Banner and the Chatta-
nooga Times. Our clipping service

did not provide us with clipping*

from any Virginia paper, so too
not know whether or not the atwy

9

was carried in Virginia.*
%

_

He added, "It is moat surprising

then that nearly two months lajer

the fact that this seminar Has
held and I was a participant be-

comes the subject of controversy
in our local press."
Dr. Moron said be has "to daje**

received no communication fibm
the Georgia Commission on Edu-
cation "advising me that I wag ihe
sabject of their investigations And
in hearings on Oct. 4, 1957. '

"I can think of nothing wttch
resembles more directly the tac-

tics of the Communist Party than
this mangawng of character Bad
Mi dtaregard for due process, for

ielemewtary decency and fairoBM,
as the shocking action of '4ht

Georgia Commission
tion.

£ Moron aald. "It waa
leering that the pubBcMJoa

dds poison could take place to-*

ime state that gave nii B»
. Sm Dr. Mors-, Fag. 14. CoL.

f n
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Dr. Moron 5
Cootin*ed From Paft* Three

thora of the Bill of Rights which

embellishes our Constitution. It is

almost inconceivable that in the

same state that through the years

has produced great newspaper

men, including Virginius Dabney
of the Richmond Tunes-Dispatch,

the distinguished president of the

American Society of Newspaper.
Editors, that the responsibilities

which undergird freedom of the

;:^» should be so lightly disre-

garded.'*

He continued, "I am reassured,

however, by the many people wboj
have indicated that they deplore,

this kind of character assassination

that this is an aberration which will,

not be repeated. I am confident'

there are enough people who have

pride in Virginia's history and Vir-

situa's potential far wise leadership

that this attempt to impose upon
Virginia the unethical practices and
»'. ".''i;io.«n standards of Georgia

will be recognised and rejected out

of hand."

Dr. Moron said, "If this country

te to be infected with the totalitarian

poison that seems to be flowing
into Arkansas, into Tennesaee, and
now into Virginia from the demo-
foguea in Georgia, then we we in

for a king of democracy in which
freedom to speak, freedom to think

and freedom to believe will have

bo place; and the difference between
what exists in Russia today and
wbat we now enjoy fa the United

States will be obliterated.

"I believe in the democratic pro-

cess, loelieve in the vitality of the

Christian Religion. I believe in the

<-£! iiv of man. These beliefs are

inconsistent with the totalitarianism

of Russia and Georgia, and with the

stbfxsm of the Kreml in and the

v »"">w» «4t>cMkw Co^bsJHa»jp
*

Dt Moron aaid he does not iav

.#. b< "intimidated now by «-r **- r f«im*Ti\y the admime* erf •%.

•uch threw*, be direct or indirect,
i
comparatively small number of Ne-

aa the loss of occupation, physical groes to a handful of schools that

violence or defamation of character, used to be attended only by white

"As long as people are deprived students; nor was there any honest

of rights guaranteed to them by belief, even by the most rabid segre

the Constitution of the United gationist, that coeducation of the

States—that deprivation which races would lead to any significant

comes from politicians who thrive increase in the crossing of racial

on fomenting racial strife, I will strains; but that real objection to

continue to lift mv voice against
;
public school integration was based

such iniquitous and 'Undemocratic on realization that if discrimination

practices." ,and segregation are abolished in

At for his talk at the Highlander the public schools, all other forms
Folk School seminar. Dr. Moron of discrimination and segregation

declared last night that he made would come to be seen as even more
three points in it ridiculous and unnecessary than they
"One was that recent evidence are today."

indicated that the conflict over Dr. Moron last night expressed

integration was producing an ex- gratitude to the faculty of Hampton
aggerated fear among white people Institute and to others "who have
and that in no period of our history

. expressed their indignation at the

have white people of libera! or even publication of the story (the Times
moderate views been subjected to Herald report Thursday)."
more social and economic pressure He also said to the students. "It Is

to make them conform to the

pattern. . ,

*My second point was that at

fitting that I make this reply from
this platform (in Ogden Hall) and to

.._., r— — — — .the Hampton Institute community,
the same time this exaggerated fear because there would be no reason
was spreading throughout the South, |for tr,c interest shown in my activi-

we are seeing expressions of new t jes by the Georgia Commission on
courage on the part of an increasing Education or by the Times-Herald,
number of Negro men and women, gf t wcrc not identified as the presi-

of Negro boys and girls. bent of Hampton Institute
"

-Finally, I pointed out that the, xhe Rev . Vernon P. Roddn.
Teal basis of resistance »• the f^fcharlain of the institute, presided
piementation of the Soft** «*»—«yt jh* vesper service.m the pubUc schools war - -

•.-*/.-.'

-\';*'
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ike Up, American^! j.

By Otto GarVT'ague -

Writing today1
! column"a~onc «*F the most pai

experiences I ever have had. And saddening Because
the more deeply I dig into subversion, the more shaken
becomes my confidence in the devotion to my beloved
nation of a vast group of my fellow Americans.

I have before me an accomu-of the meeting, over
the last Labor Day weekend, °£v^ large gathering of
citizens at what is known as the Highlander Folk School
located at Monteagle, Tenn., which- "has hpen~fle*ign
by some authorities as a "Communist Training School.**
To what degree this is justified I will let you surmise
by offering the Communist Front organizations to which
its founders belonged t No. 1 to 36; No. 2 to 45? No. S
to 43. A consolidated listing of those in attendance
on Labor Day shows alignment with 120 Communist
Front organizations. *

*

A typical description of these is contained in a
report of the House Un-American Activities Committee*
"Schools under patriotic and benevolent titles indoe*
trinate Communists and outsiders in the theory and
practice of Communism, train organizers and operatives,
recruit new party members and sympathizers . . . seek
to paralyze America's will to resist . . . spread defeatism,
demoralization and race friction."

To shake you out of your complacency and false

sense of security, mull over this: If there are only 100
such "Communist Training Schools'* in the country,
each with only 100 matriculates, we must have at
least 10,000 citizens training to "spread defeatism, de.
moraltzation and race friction.** Ten thousand sub-
versives waiting to go to work when Moscow blows the
whistle.

* Setter sit down right now and write every member

iof
Congress you can reach demanding that restrictions

on ihe Federal Bureau of Investigation and the lln«

American Activities Committee be removed as soon/as
Congress reconvenes in January. Do It now! / J.

• 0IW SMt TASOT
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Would-Be Wire Tappers

Should Try Hearing Aid
So the secretary of the Georgia Educa-

tion Commission would buy electronic

equipment suitable for wire tapping?

Well, his requisition makes one impor-

tant omission. He should have asked for

a hearing aid.

In fact, without even an audio booster,

he might learn that public opinion does

not sustain Gestapo activities. Nor is the
public enthusiastic about spending tax
money for some of the far-fetched "educa-
tional" propaganda the Georgia Education
Commission has been buying.

We don't believe the government and
its efficient security agency, the FBI,

would permit any "Communist meeting"
at the Highlander Folk School in Ten-
nessee as the commission's

1

gum -shoe

agents maintain.

According to reports, anyone who was
willing to pay the registration fee could

get in at the Highlander School, make
photographs, or attend the dance. That
isn't in the Commie pattern. «.. - . .

The Highlander School has long had a
reputation as a haven for somewhat silly

and extreme left-wingers and pseudo-lib-

erals of the naive or stupid variety.

But if any Communist school was held,

as the commission claims, it is a matter
for the FBI and not for any amateur wire
-tappers or bush-league secret police.

TTJ

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DA IF <lh,fe& BY^rm^/^
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RZCTMIXING CENTER UNDER FIRE

Highlander Director Says School

Not Communist, But in Same Field
TT??.-

the school W ever -b#i any
-. JrttfeKft* BWim^Bgn,^.

*

"I got a passport "lo-f^'HlWln-
*>pe this past summer," be said.

5 had to sign an affidavit say-
feg I was never a Communist to

fet the passport."
CHorton explains the FBI inves-
fgations by saying, "We're in the
.same field the Communists are
fc>—we just use different meth-
ods." Asked to elaborate, he
said;

J
"They say they are interested

fc social equality. We're interest-

ed in social equality.' 1

•; Highlander hit "the, headlines
p-o months ago when the Geor-
gia Commission on Education
published a four-page newspaper-
size report charging that the in-

stitution is a "Communist train-
fog school."
: * * #

J By JACK NELSON
^. Journal -Constitution Staff Writer

**MONTEAGLE, Tenn., Dec. 14.

Jboiit two miles from this moun-
&in resort in a small institution

Ijhere race mixers plan the fight

against segrega/fop in the South.

^ Its name — Highla nder Folk

School—has an " innocuous" ring

that' EShes i!s controversial rec-« <-f iiH n:\emeiU in labor and

facial strife."

; Highlander's current activities

are concentrated on training

(arte numbers of whiles and Ne-

groes to /ouch off integration at-

tempts A
* ^vJy ^J.

orton ' director ana one

Of the founders of Highlander, ac-

knowledges that -the school has

IJ&e.n connected ^nfh ~most inte-

ntion attempts since the U.S.

Supreme Court decision of 1954

prohibiting public school, segre-

fgrtion. Tin* -

v. * • *

"THE SCHOOL WAS established

fet September, 1932, by Horton and
Dojidld L. West, a Georgian with

4- tosg record of affiliations with

^pmmunist front groups.

-

f It didn't take the school long to

establish itself as a center of con-

troversial social philosophy.

TOn Dec. 15, 1932, the Grundy
County* Board of Education

tarred -Highlander from using

ifcunty school buildings because

o£ alleged teaching of political

waiter that was 'Red or Commu*
flJSst in appearance."

J*The school has continued under
cjnse, surveillance by the Federal

fiureau of Investigation and Hoi"

^'J.Jli;)lsejf .says, "I've been in-

vejtfgatecf *p~ . imdh. "
£he "tfW

tws my "itcard-forS yeaw.^

THE ATLANTA JOURNAL AND CONSTITUTION
Atlanta, Georgia j (, /- ?$~//~ /9~

Editor:
Re:

IS-C
Atlanta File: 100-8U4 -

INDEXED 48 *

6 5 JAN 8 1958 ^l3b

,j\ *irr-*m ikS»D'&&d b«
,
mjlm&t m -ate fhiag::- \

jwork necessary to get the infor-

mation compiled by the Georgia

I

Commission on Education.
T.V. Williams Jr., the commis-

i
sion's executive secretary

jclaimed that the commission's re-

jport on the integration workshop
:
held at Highlander over the Labor
Day weekend was based on infor-

mation gained by Ed Friend, a.
state employe, who "infiltrated."

the sessions. i

Williams made it appear thatx

.
iortoo &aJUd tfov^Gflffia for

tding a ^tocflpifp)*" t» m&-

ernor might also* be guilty el
"planting Berry, an alleged Com-
munist, at the school."

"I tay 'alleged,* because he
could be working for the FBI "

The :£eorgi£ report showed a
and three other

•rsons.'ni^of 4-hom jt identified .'

as Jialpaljlelsfeia, president of

'

Cm led rackuVefiodse Workers" o7
j

n, who partiicpatsd^j

£TH£ COMMISSION, set up by
Oe Georgia Legislature to help
B-eserve agnation,THatfe* thai
^Jghla6der§- -"Trace gjixfeg ^fcns

aifjMWfrfa.
to\i£iB>«trtfe

J^Sroo>,Vv- ^—, -
ported th'at a number or" persons
who had been connected with
Highlander also had been connect-

ed with organizations labeled as
communist fronts by the House
Ufc-AwAieaa ,-^Lcliyities Commit-
&''.'. •'"**

» -

the integration sessions'were su- lC*t£?S^rl *'- '.
;~"~~ r

per secret .
jin the integration workshop as a

Actually, the ' meetings were 'f™-
St di

?
cu

,

ssing Iabor ^on<*y, me meeungs were expepenoe ^i iategrat><ai, *U^edopen to the press and were cov- \"th* eaoiirn**'* tS^L^-iTJT
ered by Tennessee newsmen. 'ftTlSS?! * ^f^*?6

?
1*

Friend registered at the school Hl^EL10
Pjfefeffl^fo

as an employe of the State of [OdtegkttoT" appear to be
'

Georgia.

As for the subversive organiza-
tions listed by the report which
was signed by Gov. Marvin Grif-
fin as commission chairman, they
are a matter of public record and
have been for some time, i

* * 4 -f%**L~
THE GEORGIA REPORT

I named one/known _ communist *- =

f Abner WJ^Berry. a Negro identi--

i

; fied as aTi official' of the American

'

Communist Pary and a reporter
:

for the Baily Worker—as" being

s

in attendance at the Labor Day
;

integration workshop.

Horton claims he did not know
Berry until introduced to him by
Georgia's own Ed Friend, the
«mntei-«ovex'

,

^jigent. Berry en-
£Ued at ttw'WIu&^ras e^cee-
laece writer, Horton feclarajL.J

.
Jesegtegattpo. appear
^orhmunist. monopoly/-' '.

. ,.-.;,

"The flagrant dishonesty "of the

governor's alleged report," HeK
ste"in said, "is apparent in a cap-

tion appearing under a photo-

graph which purports to identify

me as one of a group including

a -

person said to be a Communist
Party member by the name of

Berry. „ "'-.
"I don't know Berry or wheth-

er he even appears in the pic-

ture, for I have never met the

man; but I do know that I am

,

not the person whom the caption

identified as me."
That Highlander has been ex-

]

tremely active insorw _oirJhe ';

sam£^£ekJi -as
-
*T5»

_:
$Drnmtttffe;ts

'

JOEL HUFF i2fiM « 1958
HIGHLANDER , FOLK SCHftor:
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WHETHER THE •rhoo! ' jias

tiflfty 18 anflttrer crbestiofi-^ine

that has hounded Highlander ever

since that December day 25 years

ago when it was barred from

using local school buildings.

During the depression, High-

lander engaged in vigorous union

organizing campaigns and

brought down upon itself the

wrath of business leaders.
• Highlander's labor efforts soon

became the object of a congres-

sional investigation. And on Nov,

30, 1942, U.S. Rep. Martin Dies,

chairman of the • House Commit-

tee on Un-American Activities,

listed Highlander as "decidedly

communistic ."

THREE YEARS AGO a former

rnmmunist testified at a hearing

of the Senate Internal.. Security

bwmmitteeMo . J?eW;Orleans

,

i" that BigESafrkfr wai Working
-.- -

, w --.." ,•;;,'-;.• -_-/ -r;
v "

:

<

M&&: cros» .cooperaiiaa -with the

Communist PartyL" , .., .

?.. Sen. James Eastland «D-Miss.>',

wuboomrrfittee chairman, had
Mvles Horton ousted from the

same hearing after the Highland-

er director refused to answer
v. :;=!:<' r .1am

r

zJPsff.))<*o»vski was
• affiliated, with/the schooC Dom-
browski. who* as been a member"
of n u m> rows organizations

iiibo;^ "ouijwrs.ive." was with)

Highlander at pnp^time..^ T£^
' Succeeding "articles'- on High-

lander will go into more detail

on this hearing, previous investi-

gations and 'the school's part in

the turbulent labor movement.
Highlander has no,f been with-

out its staunch defenders, some
of them nationally prominent.

t. fc *, m
ON THE WALL in the office of

Highlander's main building is a

le'.i^r on White House stationary
4
o Dombrowski, who was'on High-

lander's staff from 1934 until 1942.

.

The letter begins, "My Dear Mr.
Dombrowski:

"i am sending you the same
u,i...M.n ua a bi:ui ^ou last year
as my contribution toward a
scholarship in the Highlander Folk

Schooi.

"I have had the school checked

by people in whom I have abso-

lute confidence and am convinced

that the newspaper attack and
the groups which have been op-

posed to you are not opposed to

you because of any Communist
activities, but because "they are

opposed to labor organization,

and. therefore labor education.

"This seems to me a most .un-

ite ,„and shortsighted attitude

therefore, I em —liming

f» com* 4owd to tee

m-m ,n *V

jnyielf.

-•ohool

.ba:-c ttiu^^aat
> *b*-4ettet **« *!***?* *Wery

*ruly yours, Eleanor Roosevelt,"

It was dated February 1941.

• • * ,

HORTON SAYS Mrs. Roosevelt

still contributes to the school. "We
got a letter from her just the oth-

er day," he said.

John Dewey, who was head of

the philosophy department at Co-

lumbia University in New York,

was chairman of Highlander's

Committee of Sponsors until his

death four years ago, according

to Horton. >

Horton said/fthat Dewey and

Dr. ReinholdSfNiebuhr of Union'

Theological /seminary in
' New

York both advised him in the)

founding of Highlander. He stud-;

ied under both educators. Dr. Nie-

!

buhr still supports the Highlander,
j

Horton said that wtyile High-

;

lander- has become accustomed to

'

being criticized, "we've .never

had anything as low-level as Gov.

Griffin's smear happen to us be-

fore."

"But we've weathered storms

before," Horton said. "Griffin

ought to read the record. We've

gone through much more effec-

tive smear tactics than this."

Horton said it is "dangerous

tactics" for Griffin and other seg-

regationists to "identify every in-

tegration movement in the South

as Communistic." ' , .

* * *

HE. SAID THE Highlander re-:

port by the Georgia Commission

on Education was "calcuated to

keep people away from the school,

but "it's .not scaring people.*',. Be
said 60 •jaersoni attended the

Tfcabtegivj^D^^^end. wort'

shop Wtbou|;h' •ifnly-
i
tkjpert- In-

'

vWv ?> : - a * ; * I

V TheWt-ruDI effect & the ftW MjXES HORTON, DIRECTOR OF HIGHLANDER
«ia report has been to increase

\ He &&y$*School Has No Connection With Communism
contributions to Highlander by

j

. — _. . ^ —

—

three times," according to Horton.
|

*! don't know about the long-]

range affect," he said. "Some
people are hesitating now to be

,

identified with the school because
of the smear."

Highlander is supported by- con-

tributions from individuals, or-

Staff Photo—Charlet Puah

gaareatidns served "by the school,
foundations and tuition. .*>»•** " -•- * -» '"":.i;-:T
- MONDAY in The Atlanta-'dp
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gHigblanrter Folk School

Red Activity Charge

Blamed oii a Grudge
By JACK I^ELSON / ^

(Second of a series of seve^frticles.) ^>~""
MONTEAGLE, Term., Dec. l&'~>Iyle£FoVlon, director of High-

lander Fpfc'c School, claims a "per sonal grudge" prompted a former
Communist to lie about alleged communistic activity atJhfi-SCliPot.
Thl« is one of many explana-

tions that Horton offers for the

many reports linking the inter-

|
racial school to eommunisfn since

;
Highlander's establishment 25
wars ago. Horton flatly denies
. .-. ...- .v..^ nas ever had any-
thing to do with communism.
The sworn testimony that the

school was linked to the Com-
imunist conspiracy came from
j
PeuNgrpucjk former Tennessee

,

organizer " Tor the Communist
party, nt. a 1953 hearing o< the

Senate Interna! Security subcom
:

mittee in New Orleans, La. Al-

though it is not the only lesti.
r -.(I-,;- ,' h H ^i"..ii!(ier-Communist
(tnk, it certainly is some of the
most pointed. £>i .<(..#<.%+>

Hoctou *as ousted from this
same hearing because he refused
tr answer a question He tried to
read a prepared statement in-
stead, tut Se;j. James Eastland
ID-Mi ss i

, subcommittee chair-

ir.an, ordered him removed from
the hearing room. '"*""

Sen. Eastiand told The Atlanta

Ccnsiitutjcn that the Department
of Justice found that Crouch's

Borton data* that Crouch's

UlMiiMilj .*b**t ^alleged JDwn -

munist activities ' was So '"weak

and full of holes" that the De-

partment of Justice, dropped sev-

eral eases it bad based on his

testimony
Thomas K. Hall, criminal sec-

tion chief of the internal security

division, Department of Justice,

told The Atlanta Constitution:

"No criminal cases have been

dropped by this division for that

reason."

On the contrary- Crouch's testi-

tesiimony "fitted in" with the de-

partment's investigations. "The
department's invest,gation has
' .ck^d up his testimony," East-

land declared.

Crouch has died since the hear-

ing, i ,„$.,.
' <

til.

~ntr

^Croucb wu itupid

Artm mid. "jad taenia les
about Highlander because of some-

thing that happened back about

1935.

"A Daily Worker reporter in-

terviewed me when Crouch first,

came to Tennessee to try to or-

'

ganize TVA (Tennessee Valley

,
Authority) workers. The reporter

; asked me about Crouch, what I

thought about him. ;

HORTON'S EXPLANATION
! "I told him that I didn't want

,

|
to be put in the position of ad-j

• vising the Communist Party about

i what to do, but I said, *You ought
f
to have an organizer who is at

least half as intelligent as the peo-

ple he's trying to organize'^"

Horton claims that this remark
instilled in Crouch a hatred that

caused him to smear Highlander

at the hearing.

r
-jy .in****n? *j" *"£r*fpr

At any rate, 'Crouch testified

that Highlander was "a school

. . . ostensible as an Independent
labor school, but actually working
in close cooperation with the Com-
munist Party."

fc^Crouch testified that Jarqes A.
mony was considered important *5omDrowski was an instructor at
fo Communist conspiracy case

convictions under the Smith Act

in St. Louis, Honolulu Seattle and

Philadelphia, according to Hall.

The Philadelphia case was re-

versed by the Supreme Court in

light of the Yates decision in a

conspiracy case in California. Ap-

peals in the other three cases are

pending.

(In the Yates decision, rendered

June 17, 1957, the court held that

the Smith Act was aimed at the

advocacy and teaching of con-

crete actions for the forcible over-

throw of the government and not

of principles divorced from ac-

igwander from about 1937 until

some time in the '40s. Dombrow-
ski, a graduate of A 1 1 a n t a's

Emory University, is executive di-

rector of the Southern Conference
Educational Fund, which was the

central subject of the subcommit-
tee hearing. Tt+*** &-# Q^fy-

TELLS OP MEETING
Asked if Dombrowsld accepted

Communist Party discipline,
Crouch testified:

"Yes, sir; to the extent that all

instructions that were given him
by the subcommittee by the dis-

trict bureau of Tenessee (of the
tion. In failing to point out this Communist Party) were carried

difference, the. trial judge's .charge .-out by Dr. Dombrowski ..regard-

to the fury was drfectifa, the fog fte administration of the High?

fpurt ruled.) „-..._ .; J lander Folk School *>„* ;-

iDnoA testified ** In *•*-%*
met at Highlander wUh Horton,

Dombrowski and Jfflffiffifq the

Nashville organizer *c? the Com-
rounist Party and later Crouch's

successor as Tennessee organizer.

Also present for part of the meet-

ing, Crouch testified, was Franz
Daniel, trade union organizer and
a Socialist

Crouch testified that he stated

at the meeting that the Commu-
nist Party "was anxious to get

the maximum results from the

Highlander Folk School without

endangering Mr. Horton or any-

one. . .
»

DANGER TO FUNDS
•"The results to which I re-

ferred," Crouch explained, "were
if it were to become public knowl-

edge that the Highlander Folk

School was cooperating too close-

ly with the Communist Party and
carrying on too much open Com-
munist propaganda that it would

endanger its funds and its support

and the Communist Party recog-

:

nized that this would be harmful

.

to the school and the party.** j

Crouch said the purpose of the

!

meeting was "to work out a plan
j

by which the Daily Worker would
|

be purchased by the school.** {

He testified the _Communlstj

newspaper "would he made *c-
\

cessible to the students, that;

everywhere possible "the instruc-

tors should refer to the Daily

Worker, to news that had come

in it, to encourage the students

to read it, and it was agreed that

the Communist Party should have

a student, a leader, sent there

as a student whose Job, it would-

be to look around for prospective
j

recruits and Mildred^nite, new

in Washington, D.C,*was selected

to attend the Highlander Folk'
' School for the purpose of recruit-.

'

tag for the Communist Party and

1 carrying fhe 0»nmnBiat-gae<y»
jlise among **»• Mudaot body
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"You said it was agreed?"
Crouch was asked. "Who
agreed?"

Crouch replied: "Mr. Horton

and Mr. Dombrowski."

Crouch testified that at the

same meeting he asked Horton

about joining the Communist
Party. He quoted Horton, "as

near as I can recall bis words,"

as replying:

"I'm doing you Just as much
good now as I would if I were a
member of the Communist Party.

l aiij often asked if I am a Com-
munist Party member and I al-

ways say no. I feel much safer

in- having no fear that evidence

might be uncovered to link me
Iwith the Communist Party, and

i

therefore I prefer not to become
1

a member of the Communist
Partv." ]Cj^ fj£> ituH

i DOUGLASVlLLE^S'tFEST (**?.

I A«kfd if Do^^Vest, a Georgian

now ii\ing near Douglasville, had
anything to do with Highlander,

previously had. Rev. Don
West and Myles Horton were the

.
original founder* of the High-

lander Folk School but the Rev.

l;..r> West had earher left ... to

become, first, Socialist state sec-

j-f-lary for Georgia; then, my as-

sistant in North Carolina in the

Conrnunist Party as- district

trade union director of the Com-
munist Party; then, as Kentuc.

state organizer for the Comrfiu

nist Party; and now I understand

:? t. nrltor for Mr. Aubrej^Vil-

iiams' paper. .
' '

iVuiliams, who publishes the
1

S .;V_ti» Farm and Home maga-
1 --ipp in Montgomery, Ala.., is a

, L.onber of Highlander'! execu-1

.. ai.cil. He has been affiliat-

' ed with many organizations la-

beled "subversive" by the House

j Committee m Un-American :4c*

, U.ities.)
» . - ..- , *>- -._, -,V, %~ . ;_/.

*'

C: v.ich
_
testified;

"He previously

1DAILT WORSES' I I w:
V Crouch testified that * Mm
agreed at the meeting that the

Daily Worker would be car-

ried where all the students would

be able to see it, "and I was
later informed by Mjldced. While
that this was done and that there

! was considerable reading of the

Daily Worker." .

I

When Horton took the stand at

the hearing. Sen. Eastland asked

i him if Mildred Whit* had attend-

ed Highlander.

"If she did it was many years

ago and I have no list of students

but if she attended she did not at-,

tend as a Communist party mem-
ber," Horton replied.

"We accept no students from

the Communist party and never

have," Horton testified.

He balked when asked M Dom-

browski was affiliated wim High
lander. -.

: "Couldn't I give my reasons;
why I don't want to answer?".
Horton Inquired. 1

EASTLAND OBJECTS
*

I Eastland replied that he did not
|

; want "reasons," only an answer,
|

;
and when Horton persisted and '.

tried to read a statement, East-|
land declared, "We are not going

to have any self-serving declare- ;

tions."
"

On Eastland's orders, a federal

Marshal removed Horton from
the hearing room.
Horton says the reason he re-

fused to answer questions con-

cerning Dombrowski was that,

"I'm not going to be an in-

former."

In the 5%-page prepared state-

ment that Horton never got to

read to the subcommittee, he
blasted the committees of Sen.

McCarthy and Rep. Velde, ac-

cusing thein of using undemo-
cratic methods "under the guise

a of .fighting communism "-^-Tr--«w|-

I The statement also criticised

Eastland"* sub-committee. *
I

SCHOOL INTEGRATHSC .V
-'

ffi
ffB

Integration of Qm public
schools, said Horton in bis stat£
ment, would "spectacularly re-

fresh the Democratic thesis
everywhere." And be added, **I

suppose that in the eyes of some
of the members of this commit-
tee, opposition to segregation is

'subversive.'

"

Another witness at the hearing,
John/Butler. identified as a for-

mer "functionary of the Commu-
n'st Party in Alabama, testified

he attended a meeting of Com-
munist Party leaders in July of

1942 in the Birmingham hotel
room of James Dombrowski
Butler testified that Dombrow-

ski was introduced to him as a
;.ommunist Berty member. But-
ler swore/tne introduction was
by AltojS.awrence, who in No-
vember, 'lSfe6,~waS Indicted on a
''>arge of conspiring to file a
false non - Communist affidavit

with the National Labor Relations
Board. As a labor union official,

^awrence was required to file a
non • Communist affidavit with
NLRB.
-Lawrence also was a member

of the Highlander faculty during

t|e school's early days, r,.">•„•'•'

N.C. MEETING
On Aug. 13, 1938, JohnPTTTey,

piesident of Metal Tr'SOeTTDepart-

ment of the AFL, testified before

the Dies Committee on Un-Amer-
ican. Activities, and named
Aiton Lawrence and Myles Hor-

ton as persons who "attended a
secret convention in North Caro-j
hna, at which time plans were]

made for spreading the revolu-l

ticnary theories throughout the 1

South." -

1

"In connection with this," Frey
testified, "I might mention that

the Highlander Folk School at

Monteagle. Tenn., was mixed up
in this secret convention, in which

,

ti-ese CIO organizers took a very
prominent part."

In Tuesday's Atlanta Con-
stitution: What Jiighlajideu^

Ttr*N

iwitfhbors think of the

***-*
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l7 * The statement said £»e can-
/ mission was created by the

Georgia Legislate in 1953 for

,
the purpose of uncovering " /. .

k master plan, Soviet inspired!
pehind the raciaJ incidents so
Widespread today."
The statement quoted the com-

mission as saying, "During
Labor Day weekend, 1957, there
assembled at Highlander the
leaders of every major race in-
cident in the South . . ."

Attendance Increased

The statement said, "The sem-
inar attacked by Gov. Griffin
was one of a series of work-
shops, each from one to six
weeks in duration, held by High-
lander since 1953 to develop
plans and leaders for an order-
ly peaceful transition from seg-
regated to integrated schools."
. The statement said, "That this
kind of irresponsible demogogu-
ery is obviously designed to in-
tensify the difficulties confront-
ing decent Southerners who
might otherwise give leadership
in the adjustment necessary for
the desegregation which is in-
evitable."

Horton said, "although a
demogogue like Gov. Griffin may
not comprehend the practice of
brotherhood as a matter of
principle, even he should be able
to understand the tremendous
damage segregation is doing to
our prestige abroad and the
manner in which the Commu-
nists are forging anti-American
propaganda weapons out of the
South'* undemocratic practices.
Horton said that attendance at

Highlarider workshops has in-
creased as • result of Griffin's
attack.

||

ALL IKFOSiMATION CONTAINED
HERFIN JS UNCLASSIFIED

DATEA ^ BYa&£m

n 9..IM8
i'f

Folk School
OnplMriNirmtMwMM
MONTEAGLE. Tetra., Dec. 24

—A statement purportedly
signed by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
and others, dese^tfeing attacks on
the controversial i g h 1 a n d e r,

Folk School as a "Communist-in-
spired and ley institution, has
been made public by School Di-*
rector Myles Horton.
The statement, dated last Fri-

day, bore the typewritten signa-
tures of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt;
Lloyd K. Garrison, former dean
of the University of Wisconsin
Law School; Msgr. John O'-
Grady, national Conference of
Catholic Charities, and Dr. Reinh-
nold Neibuhr, Protestant theo-
logian.

Commission Assailed
The statement attacked a pub-

lication by the Georgia Commis-
sion of Education which alleged
ihe school during last Labor Day
weekend was host to "the lead-
ers of every major race incident
in the South
Gov. Marvin Griffin of Geor-

gia was charged with "irre-
sponsible demagoguery" in . a
statement by Dr. Niebuhr at Un-
ion Theological Seminary.

Griffin's Commission on Edu-
cation was severely criticized

lor adopting the "dangerous
technique" of charging those
who attended a seminar on "The
South Thinking Ahead" at the
Highlander Folk School were
Communist inspired and led.

Formed la U5S
The governor defended the

commission's attack on the
school and its criticism on the

Interracial meeting, saying ""the

pictures of activities and the
documentation of those who par-
ticipated in the folk school speak
for themselves."
The statement said, "... We

deem it morally indefensible for
any man or group to inflict upon
such institutions as Highlander
and upon such individuals as the
respected leaders, both white

id Negro, who attended the
ibor Day seminar, the damage
reputation and position which

lay result from wide distnpu-
»n of this slanderous mate
The statement referred

four-page' publication now b*ig
distributed bearing the imprint
Af the Georgia Commisafea -e*
Educate*. .jtfc^fc 2^ab±<*A . • «*

7-.£

NOT KEC0RB1B
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Highlander Friends Rap
Critics of Racial Plans

*0 MOrgJEA fiT iFl Tfinn UP> — Director Myles Horton of the
^•^Highlajider Folk School has made public a statement strongly"

" criticizing attacks on the institution as .a "Communist-inspired
and led" school. The statement, dated last Friday, bore the type-
written signatures of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Lloyd G. Garrison,.

,
former dean of the University of Wisconsin Law School; Msgr.

* John O 'Grady. National Confer-] ; :.-.: . , «
" ~

i
ence of "Catholic Charities, and
Dr. Reinhold Neibuhr, Protes-
tant theologian. . k

The statement attacked a
publication by the Georgia Com-
mission of Education in which
it was alleged the school during
last Labor Day weekend was
host to "the leaders of every
major race incident In the
South. ..."

Georgia Gov. Marvin Griffin

is chairman of the 23-member
rommission, which was formed
fay the 1953, Legislature to seek
means of preserving segrega-
tion.

"The seminar attacked by
Gov. Griffin was one of a aeries

of workshops, each from one to
six weeks in duration, held by
Highlander since 1953 to de-

velop plans and leaders for ah
orderly, peaceful transition from
segregated to integrated

schools," the three-page state-

ment said.

STRIFE PLOT SEEN"
T. V. Williams Jr., executive

secretary of the Georgia com-
mission, said last October «
state undercover agent had "in-

filtrated" the Labor Day meeH
ing. Williams charged that the

meeting was set up to "discuss

methods and tactics of precipi-

tating racial strife and tension."

The commission was told that

s number of persons accused by
Georgia Atty. Gen. Eugene Cook
oi having Communist *ym-

.. .-..iJ alfillations had at-

tended the seminar. It charged

that the seminar constituted &
"Communist training school."

r

Horton
statement'

was ^guoiea

as Trying,
in me
"High-

lander takes nride, arid assumes
full responsibility for the dis-

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

cussion leaders. Highlander did

not and does not welcome en-

rollment of anyone with, a to-

talitarian philosophy whether
from the extreme right or ex-

treme left In. these troubled

times, nothing but more trouble

can come from the White, Citi-

zens Councils and the Commu-
nist Party's infiltration into

groups earnestly seeking a
democratic solution to our prob-

lem. Both are morally bankrupt
and have nothing -to offer. ... -"

The statement said, "We deem
It morally indefensible for any
jnen or group to inflict upon
such institutions as Highlander
and upon any such individuals,

both white and Negro, who at-

tended the Labor Day seminar,
the damage to reputation and
position which may result from
the wide distribution of this «

slanderous materal. ...:.__
U.S. TRESTIGE' ]

:

"Although a demagogue like

Governor Griffin may not com-
prehend the practice of brother-
hood as a matter of principle,

even he should be able to under-
stand the tremendous damage
segregation is doing to our pres-
tige abroad and the manner in

which the Communists' are forg-
ing anti-American material out
of the South's undemocratic
practices."
• Among those attending .the
Labor Day seminar were the
Rev. Martin Luther King, leader
of the Montgomery, Ala., bus
boycott* Dr. Alonzo Moron,
president of Hampton Institute;

Charles Gomillion, dean of stu-

dents" at Tuskegee, Ala., ilnsti-

tute, and Prof. John Hope II of
Fisk University. - "

:— Williams said, in his report
there "were also at the seminar
"representative leaders of the
Tuskegee boycott, the Tallahas-
see, Fla., bus incident; the
South Carolina-NAACP school

' teachers incident, the Koinonia
interrracial f a r m, ^ Americus,
Ga., and the Clinton, Tenn.,
school incident, among others."

Highlander was founded 25
years ago with the announced
goal of "creating leadership for
democracy." Horton, native of
Savannah, Tenn., and graduate
of Cumberland University, has
been Its director since its found-
ing. -.-..
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Of RaceJntegralionHubl _f^
..' . /T «-*-* -TTrnskeeee Institute. 'Ala.; MfflL \
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\

>Three Attantiarf are *«tod»
i^^r yolkSchool' s 26-mem-

.r executive counciT They are

Dean B. A^^l^f
house WWe^sTJ-rg^
shon,* 1590 Haryafa-JftdNE,. wd
TnrTfir^ean^ton of tha At-

la^taUrban TfeagSeT

Also named as council mem-

bers on Highlander's current list ^ ^

Mrs. neien »»»=. *~*;—„- . i

leiTCblum-Bfa, TO.; M%^-— ' Charlotte^neTV*.r

folk School; Dean Charie?*iemil-

Uon of TuskegeTThstitute,

CT K.5PatHajwy. ^«Sr
?
tary'

tf^sureTof UPWA-m Chicago

111.; Mrs^ John.EttaN^ayd of

Nashvffle.JpV. „,..,#„„,
Dr. JohnSiope.^ W?

versity; Nashville: Mtfeljgorton

Tof
Highlander Folk SchooT.^au

Jenkins, Charleston S.C.;
.

l^i
Lewjs^nes, Rural Life CounoL

f,

Tuskegee Institute, Ala. , MjlJ

Sffleacham;^ew York, N.YT

vaT?roO.>**ier
.
c«i.

Alabf^T
state College, Montgomery*-*1***-*'

SLEuge^mathei^.C^v^.

Term f Dr/?. A^tepheng, Chat-

m^ttorney, Nashville;j^L-
ttorhburgV' associate editor a L.

EasT^eTinessee .Labor News, „

Xnoxville.

Cr K_lL
-/

9

noxvuie. -
,

_. *

Mrs. ArnettsTWaUace, Chicago,

1 : WrrTSSfBiter "secretary, .of

ir'tfhftKoffl oT "Railroad Train-

' IrtfenT Uxington: **»: A!gEg
v
Williams, publisher -'of Soumern

' TarmTapd Hqfhe\ Montgomery,

Ala.: <Aar1eVJffjlson. Tennessee i

represerTfaTrTr-or^nteiriational

Union of Mine, MiU and Smelter

Workers, Columbia, Tenn., and

¥c « K
r -* ;'

;'
! --'

'

i ... j- j /'..

It ; /- -

workers, uuuhwwi A"^r\ —
Mrs. Geor£j», Takoma

/..
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Terfuming' Highlander Schooi-
isH:The wft»Ai»hw fflfrfrlflTnW WVtllr K^KaM

atop the Cumberland Mountains at

Monteagle, Tenj^^ headed by a man who
"H's"Vriecord of activity in a Communist
front organization, has added to its un-
savory reputation in recent months by
ft* advocacy of forced integration upon
tie South and its use as a meeting
ground for integration^ figures who
have been leaders in the scattered racial

Ssturbances that have occurred.
'

=As a result of the kind of activity it

tats promoted and the individuals it has
encouraged, Highlander has gotten itself

charged by the Georgia Education Com-
mission with having held on Labor Day
5f this year a "Communist training

Ehool." '

-

r The activities of Highlander Folk
School have been widely publicized by
newspaper accounts of the meeting and
by a special publication of the Georgia
Education Association.

Apparently stung sharply by the at-

tention he has gotten, Myles Horton,
director of the school and who, inci-

dentally, once had to be forcefully ejected
from a hearing of the Senate Internal

Security Subcommittee because of his
misconduct, has released a statement
"strongly condemning" attacks on High-
lander Folk ^School as a "Communist
training school."

The statement Is issued over signa-
tures which will add no luster to the
school's reputation. They include those
of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Theologian

• Reinhoi^Niebuhr, Msgr. JohrfflD Grad;
oT the Nsftionat^Con^rence

> of uatKoffc
Charities, and Lloyd Rjparrison^former"
dean of the tXmversft\ of Wisconsin
Law School. — ^ "

t Mrs. Roosevelt, it will be remembered,^
gave money to the left-wing Highlander

,

Bchool.
.

Reinhold Niebuhr happens to be on
the list of Highlander's original .spon-

sors, i

It would appear Mrs. Roosevelt and
Dr. Niebuhr might be interested in per-"

fuming the school to protect themselves l

from the adverse inference upon them
for their connections with it.

But instead of Camouflaging the dis-

reputable "nature of Highlander Folk
School, the | signers of the statement
have simplyi reflected upon themselves.

Mr. T^lson

\flc-*B-.>ardmai

Mr. IMmont
Mr. M.jhr Y)-^
Mr. Ncafiy^"
Mr. Pars?

V

Mr. Rose^
Mr. Tamrn.
Mr. Trotter.

Mr. Clayton-

Tele. Room.
Mr. Hullomai
Miss Gandy_

*»
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t inRoosevelt and Highlander

i e

t:m«

*?j

reTfijhlander Folk School at Montr

eagle,^enn.,~has earned its bad reputa-

tion over a
1

long period of years as a

result of its leftwing programs, the

Communist-front taint of its leadership

4md the disgraceful conduct of school

leaders when called upon by congres-

sional committees to answer Justified

• questions about its operations.

1
, More ' recently, attention has been

Centered Wj Highlander Folk School be-

cause of. its emphasis on forcing racial

Integration and the accompanying de-

terioration of harmony and disruption

of good will upon .the South. It is a

gathering place for leaders in agitation

of racial Issues. When criticism arises,

the school has always been able to

a r-pnnr upTm statements of defense from

a clique of leftwing "do-gooders" whose

prominent positions in various fields

have been tarnished by their misuse of

them in this and "similar respects.

It is not at all surprising, but Is,

noteworthy, that one of Highlander's

integration workshops this year will be

addressed* by none other than, Mrs..

TT.^QTmrJ^RAnapyfit, Mrs. RooseVelTs

"name long has . been linked with the

school, she having been one of its early

contributors and sponsors.

Mrs. Roosevelt's participation in the

Highlander Folk -School program will

not raise either its reputation or hers.

But considering both the school's record

and Mrs. Roosevelt's record, their new

association will probably damage

neither, since both -already have sunk

so low.
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Mr. Hollornan.

Miss Gandy

—

-W£>

vr

*..*

}

~Nff Place for a UT Professor
Announcement that Mrs. » Eleanor gration" was set. The first name on the"

j Roosevelt would participate in a racial list of schedukd participants Is '2ro»-

Integration conference at the notorious fesswFrancis/Manis, University ofJTen-

'

(Vj. Highlander Folk School at Monteagle , "lessee" ScSool of SociaT WorK^^roJf~

j
;j*eKb., came' a"s 'WTBUfprise detpTtS&gu—^tanls** name appears again on the

«r*?Wllfl unist'front taint of the school. Highlander program as a participant

But Tennesse'ans should be not only

I surprised ppt' indignant to note that a

t professor i&: the University of Tennes-

see School of Social Work also is par-
' ticipating in the Highlander integration Jnessee and wloseitax money supports

i propaganda. I the functions w that institution should

"A Calendar of Events" distributed f be concerned to find its good name as-

'by Highlander Folk School shows that
J
sociated with a pro-integration confer-

on March 22-23 a planning, session for J ence anywhere—and especially at th*

'^""""Workshop on Citizenship and Inte-' disreputable Highlander Folk School.

in the integration conference scheduled

for May 2-3-4,

The people of Tennessee, who have

great pride in the University of Ten-
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Highlander Sdrooh

Proposal Revised

Mew Measure ' Provides

Funds For Investigation

From Th« tomaetciii App*»J
KMhvUle Bur**«

NASHVILLE, Feb. 5.—Repre-
sentative Harry Lee Senter of

Bristol said Monday he expects

a revised »esolution calh>g '<w

an investigation of the High-

lander Folk School at Montea'gle

to be introduced in the Legisla-

ture Tuesday.
Such a resoluiton was adopted

in both Senate and House last

week but was recalled by Sen-

ator Barton Dement so tiae state

Attorney General could study it

and> suggest amendments. "

Mr. Senter said the Tevised

resolution will provide that the

speaker of each house will

chcfcse members of the investi-

gative committee and that an
appropriation of between $5,000

and $10,000 be granted to . fi-

nance the inquiry. :

In other action relative to

Highlander, the controversial

school's director, Myles Horton,

has mailed a letter to the reso-

lution's sponsors re-affirming

his invitation to the lawmakers
to visit and investigate the in-

stitution.

The letter—a copy of which

was sent, to Gov. Buford Elling-

ton—said Highlander's reputa-

tion ha* been damaged by pub-

licity given the resolution and
called for "A decisive and un-

equivocal report; one that either

|su instantiates the charges made
'by the Attorney General of Ar-
iiraw«a« *h»f Highlander is fub-

"ffewnuie^or one that cWllll lh*

[school and Tennessee."
fr

'
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l^fewanee Educators]

Defend Highlander
Communism Charge Called Unfair;

House Approves Probe Resolution

inffofr-Enlk school is dedi-
cated to democracy and the charge
that it nourishes communism la

unjustified and unfair. 15 educa-
•s said in a letter to Gov. Bu-
d Ellington yesterday.
Fourteen of the group are pro-

ctors—one retired—at the Uni.

erstty of the South, Sewanee.
ht 15th is a member of the

<£F

faculty ef fit. Andrews school
for boys, *n Episcopal high
school, near Monteagle.

Governor Ellington said the let-

;er had been received but with-
held comment at this time. His
•eacticjr came as a resolution call-

ing for an investigation of the
ichool was adopted by the house

—
r

jf representatives yesterday by a
^

I
vote of 74 to 4. It was sent to
the senate where action may cone

,
today. That would require tus-

|
pension of the rule*.

Only 2 Fight 'Probe
The resolution to probe the

school, located in Grundy county,;

provides for $5,000 to pay two at-

torneys to conduct the investiga-

tion. -It also" provides that the
speakers, instead of the governor,
shall appoint members of the in-l

vestigatlng committee. Only floorj

opposition came from Rep. Q^Jj.\
^TAderJiold of Etowah and Rap. Fejs-

*f *i tin OffBttlty Jr.. of Nashville., !

"We're wasting $5*000," said

.Aderhold. "This thinp. will tie

(worthless. Let the Tennessib
jBureau of Investigation Investi-

gate the school." ~
jj

JBailey said the school has belln

,

ivestigated three times "and it|

r
'

NASHVILIE TENUKSSEAB
Ha*ville, Tenn.

2-5-59 p. 5
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items to me that all we're dol
isflspendlng $5,000 to prove we'
patriotic Americana.'.'

{Rep. Harry Lee Senter of Br^
toll author of the Resolution, de-
clared :

"How long are we going to let

the left-wingers, the Commu-
nists, the do-gooders, and the
one-wortdert take over?" The
director of the school ha* of-

fered to open :the doors of his

dreamland to ut.

.

* "He ha* challenged us to put
up or shut up. I'm not _ with*

drawing from anything, but wo
|
will investigate his school in our
own good tim» and at our con-
venience. Our central purpose is

i to root out that which is •vil."

j
Voting against the resolution

\ (were Aiierhold, Bailey, Bep. Gene
' v^McIIwain of Hartsviile and Bep.
-•f . Robert c/rayior of Nashville.

I "We .l&ve found the spirit of

Highlander to bo wholeheartedly
dedicated to the /Tree institutions

of democracy," the educators* let-

ter to Ellington said, "and we be-

lieve that Myles Horton, founder

I
of the school, and his director of

[education are devoted to American

I

i&eaJs." »

i WThe letter to Ellington
IslJVned by tnes« teachers at
Ivftsity of Ihe South:

5pr. C. F. Allison, professo
'theology; Dr. Scott Bates, asslst-

[ .
-
:

-

an± professor of French; Dr. 8trs£-

toll Buck, professor of modern la i-

gujlges; Dr. Ben F. Cameron Jt .,

diifector or admissions; th« Bd r
.

WHford O. Cross, professor of th y

olJfey; Dr. Bobert A. Degen, asso-

ciate professor of economics; Mar-

vin E. Goodstein. associate profes-

sor of economics. ,

Dr. James M. Grimes, head of

the history department; Dr. Wil-

liam B. Guenther, assistant profes-

sor of the department of chem-

istry; D. Charles Harrison, retired

dean and head of the English de-,

partment; Eugene M. Kayden, re-

tired professor of economics, for-

merly head of that department;

Dr. Malcolm Owen, head of the de-

partment of biology; David E. Un-

derdown, professor in department

of history and the Bev, Vesper O
Ward, professor In the school of

The* Rev. Donald E. Chapman,
he member of the St. Andrews

Vol faculty who signed the b

I
of Utter to Governor

,

ie letter to Ellington follow*

Over a period of years we resi-

dent* of gewanee have on numer-

ous occasions visited tbe High-

lander Folk school. Our visits have

Included seminars as well as ad-

dresses and Informal chats. As a

result we believe that we know the

character ot the school and the

people who run it We should uke

to share our impressions and opin-

ions with you, in view of the im-

pending legislative investigation

of Highlander. .

"The heart of the proposed in-

vestigation mppe*ra to be an al-

legation by some that Highlander

engages in "Subversive actlvi-

ties," specifically that it propa-

gates the Communist ideology

and puts that ideology into prac-

tical application in Tennessee

and other ttates. »t Ji our con-

viction that this charge Is Un-

justified and unfair. On the con-

trary, w« hava found the spirit
' ef Highlander to be wholeheart-

edly dedicated to the free insti-

tution* of democracy, and we be-

lieve that Myles Norton and hi*

1 rector of education are devote"
American ideal*. The stmo

here ef the school is relax*

id open with complete Treedo

mf opinion and with no *9»-

lins' either overt_or_ eubtie.

"WVtrust that no official or of-

ficial body of the state of Ten-

n/sssee would countenance jne

nftive and pernicious notion ttat

pttsons who do not accept raeiai

segregation as an ideal axe tt*e-

faFe Communists. In the woBW

i struggle for the minds of men In

'many nations around the world

communism is using racial «egre~

gation in the United States M «

powerful weapon against us. What,

a tragic Irony If our own "Wrta,

to combat communism should eup-

press freedom and democracy at

home while .lmultaneouily
strengthening communism abroad

That is where the real struggle U
going on. .-.-_
"We realize that some who have

no first hand acquaintance with,,

Highlander may question what we

have said about it This is espe-

cially likely during this time of

uncertainty in world affairs when

social pressure toward conformity

Is great. It adds to our belief that-

it is our responsibility to share our

observations with others In ttiie

•;M r
the Chief executive of An-

ssee you must ™rely welcdtae

am statements from all res|flm-

,1« citizens. Since this is a pnb-

« matter we feel free to addrew

«mi with an open letter

-:VS
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Red C/iorges Piled C/pin^

Old Highlander Inquiry

But Star Witness is Dead Now And

No Action Trailed Senate Probe

By MILTON BRITTEN, The Press-Scimitar Bureau

WASHINGTON.—If dead men could talk, a five-

man investigating: committee of the Tennessee Legis-

lature would probably insist on looking up one Paul
Crouth, a self-confessed, Moscow-trained former Com-
munist.
The committee Is envisaged >rganizer at the school,

by a legislative resolution call- c^ch tald he had bwn a
ing for a probe\° f reports that partv member 17 years before
the mter-ractaragWaadfirJ&lk ie became disillusioned in 3942,
School near Monteagle, Tenn.,^ amj five years later told
TS" "subversive." <Tb* Jioxtse $\\ to the FBI.
passed t/ie resolution yesterday Hesaid be had been a mem-

-3

by a 7-4-7 vote.)

In March of 1954 Crouch was
a star witness during three-day

Senate Internal Security Sub-
committee hearings on the

Southern Conference Edu-
cational Fund, Inc., in which
testimony about the Highlander
Folk School and its director,

jMyles Horton, figured promi-
nently.

Research director for the Sen-

ate subcommittee, Ben Mandel,
says Crouch died of natural

causes a couple years ago. At

the 1&54 hearings he told of a
1940 meeting at Highlander
while he. Crouch, was .still a
party member. He said it was
agreed to plant a Cbmmun/st

#-**vV

1 **

^y^//^'
5

ber of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party, a
member of the negro trade

union and agricultural commis-
sions of the party and had
been Tennessee -district organ-
izer for the party, with head-

quarters in Knoxville.

Crouch, a white man, said he
had been trained in Moscow in

Communist techniques of espi-

onage, sabotage, propaganda.
At the time of his testimony he
said he was employed by the
U. S. Immigration Service in

Honolulu.

Crouch said those present at
the 1940 meeting at Highlander
included besides Horton and
himself Dr. James A. Dombrow-
ski of New Orleans, director of

the Southern Conference Educa-
tional Fund, and "Ed McCrea,
Nashville organizer of the Com-
munist Party, a member of the

bureau, and later my successor

as Tennessee organizer , ,

Southern fund
The Southern Conference Edu-

cational Fund was identified as

off-shoot of ihe Southern Con-
ference for Human Welfare,

sjjwhich Crouch said got its origi-

Ih- nal financing from the Commu-
nist Party and which was cited

during the '40s by the House Un-
American Activities Committee
as a "Communist front." Donv
browski said at the hearings he
wasn't a Communist, never had
been and had never been und*r
Communist discipline. He said

he had taught at Highlander
about 1936.

Asked about the 1940 meeting
at Highlander. Crouch told the

committee: "At this occasion I

stated the Communist Party
was anxious to get tfa&maximum
results froiw^'flJeHighlander
Folk School without endangering
Mr. Horton or anyone „ . *.„

pi-

"The purpose of flie confer-P
ence wafcJajKpjk but a plan by
which the Daily Worker would
be purchased by the school, be
marie accessible to students,

and everywhere possible in-.

6tructors should refer to the

Daily Worker, said Crouch.
"And it was agreed that the

Communist Party should have
a leader, sent there as a stu-

dent, whose job it would be to
look around for prospective re-

cruits, and Mildred White was
selected . .

.**

Crouch said Horton and Dom-
browski agreed to this. He said

he sdso asked Horton to become
"a formal member of the Com-
munist Party."

Horfon's SJtf*

Horton later told the aubeqm
mittee he didn't know if "Mil-

dred White" ever attended High-
lander or not. "If she did," he
added, "she was sent by a

union, not by the Communist
Party. We accept no students

from tiie Communist Party and
never have."
Horton later issued a press

statement saying he wasn't and
never had been a Communist
Mandel said today he doesn't

know the whereabouts now of

Mildred White." The subcom-

mittee after its hearings recom-
mended the attorney general

present the Southern Conference
Educational Fund case to the

Subversive Activities Control

Board for hearing.

SACB said today tine Justice

Department never did this. The
attorney general'* list of sub-

versive organizations doesn't in-

clude the Southern Conference

Educational Fund. Nor does it

j< include Highlander Folk School.

Siwantt Profs

Say 'Unfair*

tt coiw rnm tat*tmu*m3

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Fourteen
professors at University of the

South at Sewanee, in a letter

;o Gov. Buford Ellington, were

reported to have said charges

against controversial Highlander

Folk School are unfair. Elling-

fuillton confirmed the letter had
cor/been received but did not com-
sejment on it*

>Mr. Tolson_
Mr. Belmont
Mr. Del„
Mr. McGmrl

,

Mr, Mohr
Mr. Parsons-
Mr. Rosen..
Mr. Tamm.

MA^Uumva*
Tele. Room
Mr. Hcllomju
Miss Gandy.
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Group Named
For Inquiry

Into School
From Th«t:omn)erct*l Appe»l
Nuhviiie Buretu

Nawvn..LE, Feb. 12. — A
.legislative investigating com-
Imittee was appointed Thursday
shortly after the Governor
signed a resoluticri"£aIIing for

an inquiry into- the ^^QijUj^gf" " Srhfinl 4ft .Mflnteafile.

iembers of the commute

e

*
Rre Senators Lawrence Hughes
o! Arlington and Barton Dement
.:* nii-i L fcc&boro and Represen-
tatives J. Alan Hanover of Mem-
phis, Harry Lee Senter of

:.;.-.: .;! and Carter Patten of
Chattanooga.
Mr. Hanover said commi

i>?is will meet Monday

[The resolution has been coi

tjbversial. It points to alleg
subversive activities at High-]

ppp-

lander and gives "the committee Industry" will be the theme
-

full authority to subpena wit- the program
nesses and records.

'

Committee member* are in-

structed by the resolution to re-
port their findings to thi* ten-
sion of the Legislature.
Myles Horton, director of

East Tennessee institution,

dtaied the school is a "finis
iool for communism" and
ires he welcomes the inve,

gfltion,

.v

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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Dement To Head

Highlander Unit

Legislative Group To Hire

Attorney For Inquiry

FIRST SESSION IS HELD

From The Commercial Appeal
- NuhvlUe Burefcu

NASHVILLE, Feb. 16.—Sen-
. ator Barton Dement was named

* chairman Monday of a legisla-
" tive committee that wiljHpves-
tigate operations of thejiigh-
lander Folk School at Mont-
~ea]^ "*~

The Murfreesboro attorney
j.-itu^cu to perform his duties

"fairly and fearlessly" and said

.. the five-man committee will

. keep itself "in the bounds of

the law and the resolution."

Opinion On Duration
Senator Dement, at the first

• meeting of the committee, pro-

\ duce^ an opinion of state Solici-

; ~..:....a» Allison Humphreys
; that the investigative group
; must, complete its inquiry dur-

....... .; legislative ses-

', sior..

; Thi? is necessary, Mr. Hum-
. i.li . ;s said, because the func-

; *'-nr c*. a committee created by
'

i "hciut'sn cannot extend beyond
\ . ,i:.:Tent of the General

<

t
Tv..r.-rTentative Harry ,Lee

, Werner of Bristol, a committee
: member and one of the spon-

-:->.<
, i'-.** resolution, expressed

'

Koine concern over the official

r The resolution, he com-
l mentci, calls for the commit-
" tee to make an interim report
* to the Legislature with the

tisane;: may need to be con-
' ijnu-d after *he General As-.

scmbly adlourns in March.
.".:.. .ncr committee member,

r,,.T ..„ zr .,--,; v)? j £ian Han.

< !• or Memphis, said that if

,
,. «. .5 oilier investigation

v;;i he necessary after adjoum-
m*?m. the Legislature could en-
f.f-i 3 law to permit it. ||

>'..; :..,Mrter has been label] 3

b'/ some legislators as t|e
r»**:ui of subversive activiti) s

~and has even been called a

finishing school for communism.

Myles Horton, director of High-

lander, has vigorously denied

this and says he welcomes the

investigation.

Patten Is Secretary

Representative Cartter Patten
of Chattanooga was appointed
secretary of the committee, ThT
other member is Senator Law-

rence Hughes of Arlington.
The committee went into ex«

ecutive session shortly after
Mr. Patten's election. Members
said afterward they discussed
securing the services of an at-

torney as special counsel to the
committee.
Senator Dement said they are

- "Tfca erJL"
tavestf^™rT!ere

.1 they will visit

considering an East Tennessee i

lawyer but have not talked with
him about accepting the po*i
tion. Under provisions of

*

resolution, the committee »a>
spend up to $5,000 for anyf
penses it incurs.

|Members said they have _
yet decided whether to conduct

whethi

or [school. They have full po™
the subpena witae*,,,, and W{

to!
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Center or Fire
By GARRY FULLERTON
Staff Correspondent

TRACT CITY, Tenn.—The joint
legislative committee investigating

Highlander Ff1v '?hool showed by
its questions at a public hearing
here yesterday it wants to revoke
the school's charter.

Testimony during the day-long
• eSj ion centered round' the

\

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN iS ^CLASSIFIED

DATE

school's labor organ ixing aetivl-
tiei in the early ^1830* and ita
classes on integration problems
during recent years.
However, one of the* most sig-

nificant disclosures c ajn e when
Mrs. Violet Crutchfield, Grundy
county registrar of deeds, testi-

r

fled that the school's charter has
not been registered In Grundy :i

county as required by law.
j,

tother Testimony ?

Through the testimony of some*
16 witnesses, the committee also
attempted to show that:

,

• The achool Is not a bona ftde^
educational institution. - * -

It has not fulfilled the purposes I
for which its charter was issued.!
• Part of ita tax free property
was deeded two years ago to Mvlgs
Horton, one of the school's found*
eiw End its director. -

Horton told a reporter in an In-
terview later the property, was
transferred to him In lieu offfback
wages which the school owei

[ him.He said he has been paying taxes
on** m Aug. 1, 1957, d< fee of
th* transfer. He said the pr< Iperty
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includes the house ia which he
livejacd a email piece of land eur-

rowning it.

Revelation of the school's char-

ter wovSd mean "the institution

would have to psy state and coun-
ty taxes on ell its property. It

•ru-in now tax exempt.

School Defended —

^

; -M)5sKaSTU"*tus, a writer of

ehildfeTfsbooks and Sunday school

lessons, defended the school In al-

most an hour and a half of testi-

mony yesterday afternoon. Miss
Justus, ,who is secretary-treasurer
of the Highlander board of direc-

tors, said the school has con-
tributed a great deal to the com-
munity In which it is located.

The testimony of Miss Justus,

,u„u'wed the long parade of wit-

nesses from Grundy county who
told the committee the people of
the county don't like the Mont-
eagle institution and feel it has
contributed nothing to the welfare

of the county.
Before the hearing opened yes-

terday morning, memhere of the
committee visited Highlander Folk
'school, talked briefly with Horton
and casually thumbed through
hooks in the library. •

"There's some hot stuff here,"

:.-:Z Hep. Harry Lee Senior of

Bristol,

"Aw, it's nothing you can't find

• j almost any library," said Sen.

Barton Dement of Murfreesboro,
committee chairman,

Tellt of Strike
First to be calied was Emmett

Thomas, 5&, an employe of the

Grundy county highway depart-

ment. He testified that Horton
I helped organize the strike of WPA
'workers in the county in the early

30s He »aid it waa * sit-down

strike.
,

Asked if Horton had promised
anything to the workers, he said,

"He told us we'd get better con-

jditiona and better pay." He added
that the strike had resulted in

better conditions.
"Our bifl complaint was that

the job superintendent wee •
stave driver," he said. "We didn't

Like him and v*a got shed of him
and got • little raise in wages
las."

'•

n-u ,.,»,„, „T,ri Harry Dyer, an-

.oi^ner witness, also said they bad
seen colored and white children

swWiming together in the pond
at K^xhlander. - „ -- ~

The >ext witness. Carl Geary,!

testified
' that people from High-1

lander occasionally visited his

store which he ran for seven years
near the school. He said he had
formed the habit of taking down
the numbers of license plates of
cars going into the school but lost

all of that information when his

store burned several years ago.

Miss Justus testified that in its

early years Highlander «had or-

ganized a canning co-operative to
enable families of the community
to have additional food during the
depression. A sewing co*opera^ive,
she said, helped women in the
community earn a • little extra
money by making quilts, square
dance skirts and pin cushions. She
said the school also ran a nursery
school,, bookmobile, a recreation
program for teen-agers and gave
free music lessons to children in.

the community. — % ^
She was cross examined at great

length by Representatives Alan
Hanover of Memphis and Harry
Lee Senter ot Bristol about a deed
she helped execute In 1957, trans-
ferring part of the school property
to Horton. •

Senter asked Miss Justus if

she had not, in Jsci, violated her
responsibility as a trustee of the
Institution by giving away its

property to an individual. Shs
replied that the' house and the
land ere still being used for
activities of the Folk school and
that she was confident they
would continue to be so used in

the future.
"But you have no assurance of

that, do you?" Senter asked. "You
have ho more assurance of that
than I do."

J. H. McCartt, committee coun-
cil, suggested that Miss Justus'

statement was actually written by
Horton or was, at least, "cleared"

with him before being issued.

She denied ths indignantly. He
also had Miss Justus identify

photographs taken at the schopl

showing Negroes and whites
square dancing together; Then he
asked her:
"Do you approve of colored and

whites dancing together?"
"I see nothing immoral about

it," she said. 'It's a square dance.
I can look at television any time
and see worse than that,"

Asks Law Knowledge
"Don't you know its against the

law for whites and coioreds to
marry in Tennessee?" McCartt
aaked.

"Yes sir," she replied. ."But t

didn't know that a square dancs
was part of a marriage eere-

mony."

McCartt then read the purposes
of the school as outlined in its

charter and asked Miss Justus if

she thought they were being lived

up to. She replied she did.

"It says here one of your pur-
poses is to train rural and in-

dustrial leaders." McCartt said.

"Have you issued any diplomas te

rural ahd industrial leaders that
you know of?" :

-

''

"I didn't know diplomas were
required for rural and industrial

leaders," Miss Justus replied.

With few exceptions, yesterday's

testimony was confined to events

which occurred prior to "World

War H. Nearly all the wltneeees

said they had had no contact

with the school in recent years.

Sewanes Professors Testify

Two professors- of the iJhWer-

sity of the South, Sewanee-Jesti;
TieUTfTtEe school's favor-^j**^-
day. They were David, Jjgfffifld gr

~

dowrj, profeeeor oY'^lsuTry, and

TRACY CITY, Tenn.—Sen. Barton Dement, left, and J\^
McCartt, chairman and counsel of, the legislative committed in-

vestigating Highlander Folk school, get their heads together

on a point o.f strategy. _. ., j,.,., , . ,i-j^> .....

f 2--
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wanee professor* submitted state-

ment* to the committee "with the
understanding they would be call-

ed to testify under oath later, 11

toe committee requires it

Among them were Eugene ig.

ayden, reitred p rofessor^3
nj
eco-

nofrHes • at - Sewanee ~ who is a
trustee .oj. the Highlander Folk
school, in his statement he said
tRaf^as a professional economist,
as a citizen, I have benefitted from
meeting men of both races from
various walks of life, including
college teachers, college deans and
presidents of the Negro race,

i
"I have benefited from meeting

!
educators and government officials

from countries of Western Europe,
Asia, and Africa directed to High-
lander by the U.S. Department of

State." he aaid.

"I can testify to their serlous-

ness, their good will, their tense
of ,fair play and toleration, good
humor, their readiness and ability

to take a broad view of "subjects,

Including the prpblem of school in-

tegration."

Attends Workshops '

Kayden said he had attended
nearly 30 workshops at Highlander
and it is in these groups that "men
learn the difficult art of calm de-
liberation in an atmosphere favor-
able to conference work, under-
standing, which leads to friendship
and reconciliation."

Highlander has "no special
creed, no program of wholesale J
reform" and "no political affili-

ation, right or left," he said.
"It is simply a meeting place for
adults of both races on such sub-
jects, as education, citizenship,

health, social services, commu-
nity welfare" and the school's
procedures tr» "democratic and
constitutional." «

.j

Other Bewanee professors who
submitted statements were Boberji.
Awpeggn, H. MalconfrOwe.nTStHtt-
to'ff-Suck and BcoTgsBfgaaw, " '

|

tjfner wltneases Heard yesterday
were L. C. Goodman of Pelham,
T%nn., a public accountant; Robert

Alfred Duncan of Summerfleld, a
construction foreman; Clarence S3.

Kflgore, a postmaster at Mont-
eagle; Roy Lane of Summerfield.j
a former mine worker; Grundyl
County Sheriff Elston Clay; Ru-j
dolph Brown of Coalmont, ate in-}

apector for the state highway de- 1

partment; Henry Dyer of Summer-

1

field, a laborer; Ford Cox. also ai

Summerfleld laborer, and W. T.?
Barnes 'of Monteagle, a former
lieutenant of the Washington, D.C.,

police force •">.

The session be*ah at 10 a.m. in

the auditorium of the Grundy
County high school and continued
until 5:30 -p.m. with an hour's
break for lunch. McCartt did most
of the questioning but all the com-
mittee members.
About 100 persons were present

during the morning session *nd <

about 200 for most of the after-

noon session. The audience includ-

ed a substantial number of stu-
dents and faculty members from
the University of the South a#f
well as Interested Grundy county
residents and officials.. •*
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Hearings Close

On Fo k School

Legislators Will Report On

Highlander Findings

DIRECTOR IS WITNESS

By RICHARD ALUN
Staff Writer

NASHVILLE, March 5.—Fate

-of th« ??irhlander Folk School at

Monteagle re$ts with a legisla-

tive investigating committee

which ended its final hearing

Thursday morning.

The committee, appointed to

determine whether subversive

activities are carried on at the

school, will give its report and

recommendation to the attorney

general by Tuesday-

Founder Only Witnesa
1

The only witness Thursday

was Myles Horton, founder and

director of the school who was'

closely questioned about th*

school's finances and its teach-

ing activities.

Representative Alan Hanover

of Memphis, who questioned Mr.

Horton of monetary matters,

expressed dissatisfaction with

Mr. Horton's answers.

Mr. Horton said the bulk of

operating funds were placed in

the Bank of Sewanee, the near-

est bank to the school, and that

he "thought" there were only

two other depositories for the

school's funds, both California

banks.
"Are those the only three

banks where you have money?"
asked committee counsel J. H.
MeCartt.

"I don't know right off," Mr.
Horton said. "We write checks
onJv nn Q*u<gneft bank. The

. others are savings and loanst"

I "How many other depositories

| do you have, Mr. Horton? Dofc't

Iyou know? Do you have so njafcy

depositories you don't know?" '

1

5 Ci,;

\«k« Bate Of Interest

Unable to get an answer wnlcn

satisfied the committee, Mr. Me-
Cartt askedt "What rate of in-

terest do you get in California?"

"We get about four and a half

per cent," Mr. Horton replied.

"Don't you know exactly, Mr.
Horton?"
"No, we put it in California

because we got the highest rate

of interest there." He said he

had done so on the advic« of his

auditors.
' Later Representative Hanover
•aid; "He has taken in hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars

and the statements he has made
here haven't told us anything."

' Mr. Horton promised to pro-

Vide the committee with a com-
plete audit report of the schoo
finances. He said he did t

have enough notification ahe
of time to prepare the fi

the committee wanted.
Mr. Hanover pursued ques-

tioning of the school's programs
in relation to its finances. He
noted large expenditures for

travel expenses, but only about
$1,000 put into the school's

library.

Classes In lft50

"How many classes have you
had at Highlander since Jan. 1,

1959?" Mr. Hanover asked.

"None. It's all been in the field

—in the Sea Islands of South

Carolina," Mr. Horton said.

The school is conducting liter-

acy classes among Negroes in

South Carolina so they can vote,

the director said. The school

has no extension programs else-

where.
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t A Difference Which

;
Should Be Noted

'jyFFERENCES have arisen be-
«-* tween the chairman and vice
chairman of the legisl^g^e commit-
tee which investigated Highlander

>lk school.

Rep. Harry Lee Senter, vj.ce
chairman and house author of the
probe resolution, accuses Sen. Bar-
ton Dement, chairman and senate

,
sponsor, of refusing to convene a

' meeting to draft a final report.

f Senator Dement counters by say-
:
ing "He's just trying to make state-

! ments to get in the limeligjit . . *

t
We do not know whether Mr.

Dement inadvertently has hit upon
,
one of the chief motives behind the
investigation, although suspecting

1

as much. But one thing is clearly
demonstrated by this littte spat-
Human beings do not ajways think
alike.

!* And that, it is obvious, is the
No. 1 reason the committee is de~

*

,
manding that the folk school, sur-

;
render its state charter. Members

t

of the legislature should remember
the Dement-Senter difference of
opinion, then, before they vote to
burn the*charter of an institution
wWich does not think like this dis-
puting pair.*
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Highlander School's Influence Fe&J.

~ftfriong Charleston County Negroes
Adult education and classes in

citizenship are terms that have a

solid sound. Proper training among

Negroes- of the Lowcountry sea

islands could .
improve their lot

and give them a broader role in

community life.

The question, as we see it, is not

whether these colored citizens, as

well as any other citizens, should

learn more about the world and

the ideas: of our times. The ques-

tion is what they are being taught

A local news article appearing in
*

The News and Courier yesterday

quoted Esau Jenkins of John's Is-

land on classes that he has organ-

ized for Negroes in his vicinity. -

"We only want to make them

better citizens," Jenkins told a re-

porter. "The main thing is to teach

them voting. We want them to un-

derstand how to vote intelligent-

The News and Courier heartily

endorses the aim of making better

citizens. If these citizens are to

vote, they should know how to vote .

intelligently.

Our notion of intelligent voting is

independent and thoughtful choice

among issues and candidates. In*

telligent voting ' does not include

bloc voting: Anyone who teaches

A'egro voters to become bloc con-,

scious at the ballot box does his

r.?ce an injustice. Voters of any.

race should consider the welfare
-' the community and general

progress.

Should a Negro bloc vote develop

in 'the South, as happened in some

parts of the North, white Southern

politicians would seek it. The kind
,

of politicians who couri the Negro.

vote will not provide the best kind

of government for either race.

i They will set up racial antago-

nisms that will hurt both races. In

the long run, however, it is the Ne-

gro who .will suffer most from ra-

cial discord. .

Our remarks today are general

in nature. We are not directing

them at Esau Jenkins and his

John's Island training classes. We
do not know exactly what is taught

in those classes.

We do know where Esau Jenkins

received his training. It was from

the^ighlander Folk School, an in-

terracial institution at Jionteagle,

Tenn. A committee of the Tennes-

see legislature found considerable

circumstantial evidence that High-

lander Folk School has been "i

meeting place for known commu-

nists or fellow travelers."

Whether or not communism is

proved, the influence of Highlander

Folk School on Lowcounjry South

Carolina has been established

through Esau Jenkins and others.

On every hand, we hear warn-

ings about the possibility that com-

munists may take over the dark-

skinned people of the world. Red
China already is communist. Afri-

ca is in turmoil. So is the Middle

East.

White civilization, which brought

order and prosperity to undevel-

oped lands, is in peril. If white

people escape communist slavery,

they may become amalgamated

through mixing of the racial

strains. *
„.

, ^
As Esau Jenkins said of integra-

tion, "It's a revolution."

t
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Charter Is Legal

Highlander Director <*

Feels Courts Will ^
Kill Probers Attack vf

By GARRY FULLERTON ~\ £
M/!t-*"\ Horton,. executive dire'c-'

tor nfpHighlander Folk jfrhool.!

said yesterday' be feels "fully con-;

fident" the courts will "uphold;

[Highlander's charter.

Horton's statement followed re-

lease of the report of the legisla-

tive committee which investigated

the school. The report recom-
mended that the general assembly

,%tSJSSStm^Wt **t/

itles" at U. »2{££!n Kd

ser at some aiisge? •••rvr'Tl'
KTaneUI lrr.« Ul-r»Vj* ^W«f *

aid are around* for • u '

_ .

raw** Highlander** charter •• e

TStSw* Institution.

^s:. vo^vou"n v? ^^laKsw*^ th. •*«*.

.

ii"*Vitfi«Wiir%»»tewy;^:l -However, I .
wldh Way

eiSSSft" Murfreeaboro, thef uU^" forthrightly and clearly

Wirmen, and Lawrence T.l in their report," he "*•,.£
S&sJra&p, SBB

.. . ._.__! «0#ua fc Kefc -to what 1 said

mafe^taT«trtjaU«n,'" *Jf^
aaia/"iB aid at the proper1 authm

ties and law enforcement agenci

of the state who may deem,

the basis of the •***»*• JfT*.
fore presented, that a further t

winiton or other action li wo-
esaary" '

Not turpriaad

Horton aald ^^^'I
prised, M -oourse," that^ com-

mittee turned up no evidence of

'eLoaci

Mr. McGuii

Mr. Mohr..

Mr, Parson;

Mr. Rose:

Mr. Tamj
Mr. Trotter —
Mr. W.C.Sullivan

Tele. Room
Mr. Holloman

—

Miss Gandy.-—

-

nan

• Sea editorial "A Difference

Whtcr* Should »• Noted,"

page 10. N.'

instruct the district attorney g«8-

ftra! of the 18th judicial circuit jk>

begin a suit for revocation of tjje

school's charter.

*! am pleated that this inves-

tigation of the school is moving
into the courtroom," Horton
said. "There we can discuss it

__i_i :i.L»..» ku.Uria Th»r»
cairiuj, •»»«»««•<•••» iW.i-— ---- -

ruies of evidence apply, tne

school itseif can introduce evi-

dence and witnesses, and we ean

cross examine those who appear
against us. Under such eircum*

atances, I have ne doubt what*

will b» upheld"

But Highlander will continue In

"one form or another," regardless

lot what happens to Its charter, he
added.

"Highlander Is an educational]

idea." he said, "and ideas are Hard
,_ »,.-» t have no Intention ofj

stopping teaching the Ideas I have
been teaching for the past 23

years, and I will continue to pre-

sent them in a way that may dis-

turb those who misunderstand
democratic procesaea."

|
Njj Concrete Evidence M
*The committee, formed tojjnve

Ugate alleged "eubversiv* actlv

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1)'

jfcairtnan. — , - - -.-
,

.Hughes of Shelby county, tntro-

'*u©*4 « reeelution directing Dfct
r'TZ-^Q-j. Albert F» Sloan *o be-
r

gin'the Vttlt"to Ve'vokeThe charter.

: A similar resolution will be intro-

( duced today In the house.
' Other committee mambars

ware Reps. Harry tee Banter of

. Bristol, Cartter Patten of Chat-
. - _ _ J 1 Aim r, U mn num f. rtf
tanaoa*> »" w "• " — • •-•-- — -•

i Memphis, J. H. McCartt, di$tnct

attorney general of the 1*th ju-

diciai district, aarvad at Hs spe-

\
-aiat counsel.

- As reported In THX NASHVILLE
TSNKESSKAN Monday, the. report

urged relocation «f Highlander's

charter on two main grounds:

1 That lt« charter li recorded in

Fentreea county and not In

,
Grundf county, whera ita "prln-

' clpal office" la located, a violation

of section 4S-110* of the Tennessee

coA annotated.

J ihat in August, 1957, the hoard

jr directors of the school deed-i

when this Invsstigstion beaan, t

think It la not ynrsasonable «•'

me tV Inaist en a decisive mm
unequivocal report. M'tna
charges oj. aubvertlan ware
provin, than the doere ef the

achoel eugM te be eleeed. ^f
:

they ware wet, then the rumera

[ should be ended ense and fe?

alt. I think tha committee ewes
nothing lee* Je the people of

j

ITenneaaee.* .*
|

, Legal opinion here appeared un-
\

Icertain yestarddy whether mueh?
i of a n«ae could be made out for

[revocation ot Highlander's char-

Iter.

«*I think they might be right An
! that," aald one lawyer, when asked

J about the charter registration re-
(

, quirementa. He pointed out that It!

1 i~. a-
js..*ju a technical oueation.!

a#d that when Horton had pra-

sBnted the charter recently te He

:corded in Grundy county, It hip
en refused by tha registrar (If

!«ds on instruction* from the left-

,«d a lar*£ po»v.c «e *Um mr.Unn\
*"i iaiative Investigating committee.
I'al E-ii- ^ -

~
"
-

'

J

<A
[

\

r r

D
aaiho 9^ 1959

•!W-;siw»~.-,-

property to Mylea Horton, Ita ex-

ecutive director, an alleged viola-

jtlon of section 48-1106 of tha code

j and of tha ichool'a own charter.

'Circumstantial Evidence* j^

Only a page and a half pf tfeftW
14-pagei, legal-size report wa* de- 1

voted to "aubvaraive activities" at

the school. It said there la a "great

deal of circumstantial evidenca"
. _ iu. •»/««* »i-i.» uiir^lBriilar !»
vo vn» «»«••>' »"—« «».p™—._.,- —
a "meeting place for Communists

or fellow-travelers." It also point-

ed out that a number of individ-

uals, connected one way or an-

other with Highlander, had been
,. j __ _* .v.*.. r,* an . ^«!]«rt \<

i
"Communist front" organization*. I

Among those listed were Jamea
Dombrowski, -A-bner W. Berry,
Martin Luther King, .Donald L.

; West, John B. Thompson ,
Aubrey

! William* and "Pete Belgar" (prob-

ably Pete eeeger, the folk B.agsr^.j

I Tha report did not mention
Horton's own denial under eat*

that either he or Highlander wae
guilty of any kind of •ubveraiart,

but conctuded by eiatlngi -Yjur

committee feels that »t
J^jjj

within its provmea . • • »* '""!
• finding of fact" (with resjfcct

to tha alleged subversive aeflvl-

i^?*«L ...»* **- •,^_1'",_1J

fill iwmDMflTinwonwTAn
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Highlander Report Will Urge
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By JAMES TALLEY
A special legislative committee

Quit lnv(%tlga.tlngLSHighla.ntier Folk
jfcho&l "will recommend tomorrow

ihatjlthe school's charter be re-

voic«i, a member of the group

k—
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"Any court action, however,
would be initiated by the Grun-
dy county district sttornsyV
Rep. Harry Lee Center of Bris-
tol said In an interview test

night.

"A copy of the recommenda-
tion will be forwarded to him,"
Senter said.

The 25-year-old adult education
school has been the eubject of a
month-long investigation by the
five-man committee probing al-

leged subversive activities. High-
lander is racially integrated.
Albert F. Sloan, district at-

torney genera} for Grundy and six

other counties in the 18th judicial

district, said last night he could
not anticipate what action might
be taken.

Wante Facts First

•"After I get the facta, study the
Tennessee code, and 'determine
whether or not there has been a
violation of the law," he said, "I

will be able to decide on any court
action."
The school's charter Is filed to

Fentress county, but the school is

located In Grundy county, near
Monteagl*. Senter said this would
be the main basis for any court
action.
He said the report will aak that

Highlander's charter be revoked
because:
#The school's corporation board
has transferred property to tdi-

rector-founder Myles H o r t •n
"illegally." "

• The charter waa not "properly"

filed in Grwedy-efltmty.
• The school baa "operated out-

side the ocope of ita charter 'by

engaging in

Carolina." ^
• There has been no' "certifi

tion" of a Highlander charter

the,state secretary of state.

•Alt these thing* together *n.
}

around* for revocation we think

—the committee think*—without

getting into the question of sub-

version,* 8«nter said.

"But," he added, "well get

into 't (subversion) in the re-

port."
Senter said the committee also

will recommend that the legisla-

tive council study Tennessee laws

of incorporation during the next

two years, "with an aim of more
rigid statutes of incorporation."

He said the report also will be

sent to the U.S. internal Revenue
service "and maybe the *•*':

mony will show the school should .

have its tax-exemption revoked

too." • ,
•

Senter said the legislature! is

"limited? to where the state tan
go in iedition and eubverattn.

He sugftested the federal gojfern-

ment might take over "wher#*we

have fe* 1&W" **»«* *re applicable.
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Norton JDenies

Bennett Charge
Arkansas Official Says He Thinks

T

Highlander 'Communist Dominated'
|By GAR&Y FUUjERTON

J

Myles HortonrHijfhiander 'Folk
(School director, heatedly ~denied
yesterday Arkansas Atty. Gen,
Bruce Bennett's accusation that
the school is "communist domi-
nated."

Horton and Bennett ware the
two main witne«»e« in a day-
long public hearing «n the
school in the War Memorial au-
ditorium. Sen. Barton Dement
of Murfreetboro, chairman of
the joint legislative committee
probing charge* of suberslve ac-
tivitiee at the echool, adjourned
the hearing until 9 a.m. today/
Bennett who followed Horton to

.the stand did not testify directly
i a bout the school, but entered into
the record testimony from previous'
investigations allegedly linking
persons connected with the school
with various "Communist front-
organizations. Then there occurred
this exchange:

Rep. Harry Lee Senter of Bris-
tol: "Mr. Bennett, is it your opin-
ion that the Highlander Folk
school is Communist dominated?"

Bennett (after a moment's hes-
itation) : "Yes, air."

The Arkansas official, who ap-
peared in a neat dark blue suit
and black tie, told the committee
he Js "glad to do anything I can

rto expose the Communiat -eon-
' spiracy.**

Leave* for Little Rock
After his testimony, he shook!

hands with committee members
and said: "Bun 'em out, boys, run
*em out. That's the main thing."
Then he left to return to LJttle
Rock.

Horton, whp spent a total of
four and one half houra on the
stand yesterday, dented that
either he or Highlander is Com-

jmunlatlc or subversive in any I

vvay.

This information, too, was
brought out by Senter in the fol-
lowing exchanges: «
Senter: "Are yon now or hsve

Mr^Kmtf^g'"'
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you» ever been a member of the
Communist party or any other aub-
vereive organization?"
Horton: "I am not and have

never been a member of the Com-
munist party, under instructions
from the Communist party, or a
member of any group under the
domination of the Communist
fartj."

•enter: "Well, why haven't you

Sined any of these organizations?
ou seem to associate with peo-

_ e who belong to them,"
, Horton; "Maybe I don't agree
with their aims."

Senter: "Are you a believer In
>he Marxist-Lenin ideology?"

Horton; "No, sir. I believe In
education."

Senter: "In other words, then,
you have strayed from the Marx-
let line. Is that right? Are you
sympathetic with the foreign and
domestic policies of the Soviet
Union?"
Horton: "No, sir.**

Senter: "Are identified Com-
munists eligible for any positions;
at Highlander Folk school?" i

Horton; "No, sir." I

$enter: "Was your wife a mem-
ber of the Communist party?"

Horton: "No, sir, not to my
kiKAVledge, and I would have
known."

Sjjnter: "Do you ever accept
fconjfri burtons from the Communist
panjy or Communist organiza-
tions?"
*. Horton: "No, sir."

Senter: "Do you ever solicit
funds from them?"

Horton; "No, air."
About 50 spectators were pres-

ent in the big auditorium when
the bearings opened 30 minutes
late at 9:30 a.m. The crowd grew
to nearly 200 by mid-afternoon
when a colored movie of High-
lander was shown, then dwindled
again to a handful by the time the
hearings Were adjourned at fi:30
p.m.

In addition to newsmen from
all parts of the state, the audience
included a group of students from
the University of the South, a
number of Nashville clergymen,
two Central high school seniors
from Murfreesboro, and repre-
sentatives of the Tennessee Fed-
eration for Constitutional Govern-
ment, a segregation organization.

Bennett wa* not the only oot-
ef-ttste witness who testified
against the folk school yesterday.
Also on hand was Ed Friend of
Atlanta, new a $5,100-a-year
cameraman with the Georgia
Fifrestry commission, and a for-
mkr employe of the now-defunct
Giorgia Commission on Educa-
tion.

Joseph A. Malone of Montgom-
ery. Aia., assistant attorney gen-
era! of Alabama, helped show the

Clarence E. Kilgore, post^fcaeU,
it Tracy City since 1B4, and Mai.
R. H. Thompsoo and W. «JHa*mm
of Rockwood, Tenn.

*v*

Assisted by Attorney
Horton, the first man called to

the stand, answered questions
from 9:30 aim, to 12:15 p.m,, and
again from 1:30 p.m. until 3 p.m.
He was dressed in *. dark blue

hind the committee table and fed
questions to Senter. , ,

McCartt queried Horton a
Highlander's political activiti.

'Doesn't Participate in Politics
"The school has never t*

part in politics," Horton eaid.
have, but the school has not"
"Don't you know that you tried

to win the election for Henry

white striped tie, and was assisted
by his attorney, Jordan Stokes"
IH of Nashville.

One of the fjr*t dramatic
moments during the hearing
came when Horton and Stokes
refused to allow the committee
to enter as an exhibit the origi-
nal copy of the school'* charter.
"We'll give you a certified

copy," Stokes said, but Dement
answered that would not be good
enough.

"I'll have to advise him (Hor-
ton) not to let this document out
of his possession," Stokes re-
plied.

Dement then instructed Sgt. Joe
Williams of the Tennessee- high-
way patrol, the committee ser-
geant at arms, to take the charter
from Horton.

"I want the record to thow
i that this document was taken
from us by physical fore*," 1
Stoke* said.

Horton had previously testified
the school's charter had been reg-
istered in Fentress county instead
of Grundy county because at the
time it was obtained (1934) High-
lander's main headquarters were
at AUard, Tenn, V

suit, white shirt and blue and!Wallace in 1948?" McCartt aakei

at AUard, Tenn.
T went to the Grundy 'county

courthouse yesterday and tried to
register the charter," Horton said,
"but they told me you told them
r.ot to let me do it. If the charter
is wrong, I want to correct it, but
apparently the committee doesn't
want it corrected."
Horton said he had been a mem-

ber of the board of both the South-cm Conference Educational Fund,
fare and its successor, the South-
emConference Educational Fund,
organiations which have been list-
ed as "subversive" by the House
un-American activities committee.

The Highlander director said
he didn't think they wars sub-
versive, because "thera were a
• lot of wonderful people on
those boards, and I'm proud to
have taken part In them,"
J. H. McCartt, committee coun-

sel, asked him: "Do you mean
wonderful people like James Dom-
browaki (one of the founders of
Highlander and the executive sec-
rfj£Z °.

f ^fc the SCHW and
SCEF)?"
"Yes, I would Include him," Hor-

ton replied. "I think he U a man
of great integrity."
During moat of the questioning

12-minute motion picture whicblof Horton, Bennett sat beside Mc*was meant to be one of the high- Cartt and offered suggestons in
lights pf the day's testimony, but! a low whisper. When committee
©id not take the stand himself, member* took over the queation-
_Other^ witnesses yesterday were'ing, Bennett moved around be-

'.^'rr.?'"rjVJt«vrf•>*-^^'^^^^r^yr^rur ..,..._

'

:
r^} ;^->.-^'75^%"!.v, llll^ , *.«i

l*

No, sir," Horton replied. *lt
I

may have been a mistake, but I

didn't support Henry Wallace
for President."

Horton identified several pic-
tures on a large aheet distributed
by the Georgia Commission on
Education as having bean taken, at
Highlander. He said two of them,j
however, were -unfair. One showed
Highlander leaders with Abner W,
Berry, an admitted Communist;
Horton said this had been posed by|
Friend, who took the photo and
pushed Berry Into the group just
before snapping the shutter.
The other picture showed a

Negro man and a white Vwoman
apparently embracing. H-orton
said it was really a square dance
step in which' Jiands are clapped
behind the partner's headv ge
stood up and with McCarttV
demonstrated the step, to the
light of the audience. \
Rep. J. Alan Hanover question,,*,

Horton at some length about \the
school's finances and property.
Horton said a piece of property
transferred to him in 1967 h»d
been deeded to him by the school's
board of directors, in lieu of badk
salary. . .. T
No Legal Claim To Pay
Under tHanover** questions, how-

ever, he admitted that he had no
legal claim to back salary, and
said he had in fact made no de-
mand upon the school.

"So that property was really
•Just a gift, wasn't itf" Hanover
acked.
'Tve read you the facts, the min-

utes of the committee about thia "

Horton aaid. "You can call it what
you want to." •

:

He said he plans to pay tsjees on
the property deeded to him, but
has not done so yet because the
property has not yet Seen assessed.
'Tve written a couple of times

asking them to assess it," he aatd.
"but I guess they haven't got
around to it." *

Turns Over Statements -^

At the committee's'demand, Hor-*i
ton turned over all the school's;
financial statements since its
founding' together with a card file
of contributors.
Told that an admitted Commu-

nist, Paul Crouch, had said rthe
Communist party uses Highlander
without wanting to be identiffed
in the public mind with the echflol,
Horton replied: I >

"This wan is a paid Informer
nd a professions!, liar. I chal-

lenged him to make those *tai*
ment* outside th* committee in
the .presence of witnesses «o j

*«> » n, 1

1
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could sue

Iv thsl k. _. _ _

furing
the afternoon session,

ton testified that although be
at one time

1

been a theological
ent, he is not a member of

i^^
church -at the present time.

4

The reason, he said, Is that
churches in the vicinity of Mont-
eagle will not admit Negroes to
worship services, and "i don't feel
I can go to church and. leave some
of our people behind at High-
lander, telling them that broth er-nood doesn't apply.'* ,

Senter asked him : "Do you be-
lieve in God?"

,/'Ym' ,ir>" Horton reptied.

or God ?" Senter asked.

JLYM »
*> r

l
Hfrt«n «»Id -gain.

Then, -why don't you pray udthere at Highlands?" Senter
ASjSGq.

i»!?tW'"
n
.
de

.
r
.
'* not * «

,

»!>9iout
institution," Horton said. »

The committee's session did not
ofcen with a prayer.
"Do you think a man can be aCommunist and still be loyal to

the 17.S. government?" Senter
j
JLSKCu-

. *i £?*. f .""WnV Horton
said. "That's at! I can say.*

i
The 12- minute motion picture

i
which followed Horton's testimony
showed Negroes and white persons
entering and leaving the school
library on the occasion of High-
landers 25th anniversary celebra-
tion, Labor. day weekend. 2857. It
also showed Negroes and whites

££!f?u
In* *°*e

.

ther *» the lake be-
hind! the school.
Friend, the Georgia photogra-

pher, commented on the film as it

. fi?
ade tbe fi,m himself. TheonlyUkaown Communist picturedwas Kerry. —

Lajkr, on the witness stand

See* *f
d h

,v£
ad »ed to hoS;abbut

t
hJs affiliations when he^me to HighjMderto maS" the

irton false-
jly that he was a commercial #ho-

, tocranher «.nd f»> i« nn. _JTn.._tograpber and free lance wflriter
planning to do an article on High-
lander. He also told the High-
w « ^ d'r«tor he knew Hfelph
McGill of the Atlanta Constitution
and A. T. Welden, an NAACP at-
torney.

Asked why he had lied, he re-
plied;

j

*l assume I wouldn't hsve*•" w» welcome guest at I

Highlander if he (Horton) had
known my purpose there."

- Friend said during one workshop
he sat in on at Highlander, the
advice had been given to use "chil-
dren, women, old people and
preachers" to push integration,
because white men won't attack
tbem for fear of appearing to be
bullies*'* •

Testimony Links Other*

t*r
B
£?

neV" in nls testimony, said
Highlander has been linked one'way or another with the following:
individuals who have been ci£ed*
as belonging to various "Commu-*
nist front" organizations; I

• Anne and Carl Braden, field fsecretaries of the Southern Con- f
ference Educational Fund, {• Luclan Koch, former presi-
dent of Commonwealth college,

• James Dombrowski, executive
secretary of the Southern Con-
ference for Human Welfare and
SCEF.
• Dean Charles Gomillion, now
on leave of absence from Tuske-
gee Institute, Ala.
• Claude C. Williams, a Cum-
berland Presbyterian minister.
• Abner W. Berry, a Commu-
nist and contributor to the Daily
Worker,
• Lee and Grace Lorch,
have been accused Qf Com
nist affiliations. I

The self-assured Bennett (twi*
bied^only once in his testimony;He >gferred to tM Bradeni as

TiT^"T?
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being connected with the South-
ern Regional Council, Instead of

the Southern Conference Educa-
tional Fund. The investigating
committee appeared not to notice

the mistake.
Summarizing his testimony, he

sa*i:
"If a barnyard goose I» lured

ii to a flock of wild geese, he
n ay be excused only if he leaves

t ie flock. But if he continues;
frying in formation with them-,
then he it a wild goose, no mat-
ter how loudly he may protest

that he i* not.
>'l feel like that echool (High*

ianW^HSaa Wen flying ffffWma-
«tio* -with a Jot of people 'who
have as their goal the deduc-
tion of the United States as we
know it and the placing into

.power of a Communist conspir-

acy"
Kilgore, the Tracy City postmas-

ter, testified that "40 or 60 copies
of the Daily Worker" were receiv-

ed by members of the Workers' Al-

liance during the early 1930s when
Horton was helping organize them.
The Daily Worker wa^ a Commu-
nist paper formerly published in

New York,
Stokes, Horton's counsel, asked

the committee if Kilgore could not

have confused the Daily Worker
with "The Worker," a publication

Of the Workers" Alliance. * .

"Ask him (Kilgore) if it waJfa
daily paper," Stokes suggested,

adding that he knew the commit-
tee wanted to conduct the hearings

in the spirit of fair play.

,
Dement refused, snapping: "Well

conduct this hearing as we see
fit."

Kilgore later told reporters th*
paper he was referring to cam*
weekly or monthly, not dally.

^
J

- -if
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I'm Grieved Over School Probe

[ HAVE bi
L

ihat the*

n grieved to sge«

JLdilandcL-EoIk
" ' ^ ;- TwrrJvsj* .'ieuiLi

'

tTTgrflgLjny?^g3tgg3>gBZk
§r5Tx_undeX-the_, accusation

oT^iflaamimism. Actually,

tKe objection is and always
has been that it provides a

meeting place for colored

and white to discuss sub-

; Jects of mutual Interest to

i both races, and particularly

h.it. it has he]pad to train

ilpeople In the labor move-

j

imer.t.

1

1 Beiore the labor move-
! *ment had even reached the

strength It has today in the

South this school helped the

"unpopular labor organizer.

It is still none too popular

to be a labor organizer in

certain areas of the South
and lor a school" to have
stood fearlessly for integra-

tion and for labor rights

and to have made a good
name in its own community
and friends in its own com-
munity I think speaks weil

for the school and its direc-

tor, as well as its support-

ers. . ..-._.

1

afraid to testify in favor of
the right of this school to

function.. It is true that
even sortie (happily only a
few) of our highly placed
Southern senators and con-

gressmen have used this

threat of accusing an organi-

zation or an individual of
communism when what they
really meant was that they
were strenghtening the
cause of integration and la-

bor in the South. ,

We want to be aware of
the threat of communism;

I hope no one will be twe want to be taught what

are the earmarks of a real
-tiommunist; and we shouldfi

dread the growth of com?
inunfem anywhere in ourl
country. But I have yet to

J

fee any growth in the Com-
munist Party in the United
States and I have yet to find,

anywhere ~a really intelli-

gent and mature person who
believes in communism as-

it is practiced today in the
Soviet Union.

- There may be a few peo-

ple who may have been at-

tracted by the ideal of com-
munism, which has never
keen achieved, but they are
usually theorists and have
never faced the real facts of
tommunism or so-called so-

1

cialism as practiced in com-!
munistic Russia. Red China,!
or anywhere else that If

know of.
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Governor Gets Measure

I

For Closing Of Highlander,
i Trim The CommereUl ApptiJ NuhTllle iure«u

NASHVILLE, March 13. — A resolution to open the way for

possible revocation of the charter of the Highlander Folk School

at Mbnteagle got final legislative approval Friday and went to

the Governor.' - I

The resolution instructs the district attorney general irflthe

Highlander area to take steps to have the charter revoked, this

would remove the school's tax exemption and possibly provide

the means for taxing it out of existence.

A special legislative commit-

tee that investigated Highlander

said it had collected evidence

to show the school is a meeting

peace for eommunists and fel-

low travelers.

The committee also reported

the school certificate's of in-,

corporation had not been filed

In' Grundy County, where the.

institution Is located, and that

some school property had been

transferredJn M>*tos Horton, di-j

rector of Highlander. )

I hi Cov*f*tjrc\c& App*^
yyi-hrt^Uis. j T^v> n*

3-/y-rf is f °
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JMixing Cuts

insurance At
i * .

•

Highlander «

/O By JIM 8COTT
I Sfr.,M,m.W Folk _StAQaiy in-

;
surance policies were canceled

last year because underwrite
'

feared t h e school would J

* bombed dueto its interracial^c-

;
tivitiea.

akH(i) fa* Schdol. Director -^-^AtoVfte "*"
t t(rtd the investigating .._

'

: mtttee today that insurance com-',

panies took the action after the.

bombings of synagogs in the

South. - . ,- x ' 1
During thrs period— two or

three months—the school aske*

for and received special con-

tributions to create a *}»>d*or.

rebuilding in the event / the

. school was damaged by violence,

Horton said. ' \l ,.

However, Horton salfl the

school later obtained insurance ,

from Lloyd's <rf London by pay-

ing the "total premium in ad-

vance by lump sum." '

The director-founder addea,

••Wo are having trouble with

Insurance again because, of this

investigation." He said the

school's automobile insurance

was canceled when the current*

probe was announced: ."

Today's hearing- wound
. **fvI

52 \m 81959
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about 22 nours of testimony. 1

The committee adjourned at U
a.m. subject to call of Cba»<^

man Barton Dement -of Mur-
fteesboro. The panel la due to

report to the legislature Tues-

day. The committee dies with

adjournment of the legislature-

Most of today's bearing was
aimed at the school's financial

policies. Rep. J. Alan Hanover,

an attorney, questioned Horton
closely on the school's bank ac-

counts and deposits with a sav-

ings and loan association in Cal-

ifornia. Horton said the school

had a total of about $28,000 on
deposit He was vague about
Interest rates, and agreed to

produce a complete audit for

the committee.

The Wednesday afternoon ses-

sion was highlighted by testi-

mony ot Arkansas Atty. Gen.

Bruce Bennett. j
•

Bennett, a Vanderbllt- Univer-

sity school of law graduate, told

the five-man Senate-House com-
uiiafc* that he believes High-

lander is Communist dominated

and the Reds have" had a hand
in stirring up racial unrest in

the South.

Myles Horton, 54-yearmold dir

rector and founder of the school",

located near Monteagle, is sched-

uled to return to the stand this

morning.
Horton, who spent nearly five

hours testifying Wednesday, has
denied that he is a Communist
or has any communistic lean-

ings. He maintains that the
Communists dislike. Highlander.

'These Characters'

Bennett linked "these charac-

ters" either with. Highlander or

Horton :/
Pet*7Sfie* ger, Chattanooga

guitarist-singer. Who has taken
part in Highlander activities;

cited 66 times for subversive ac-

tivities. ' •

>. .
The Reiz. -ClaudeV^IUiAm* of

Paris, Ark., unfrockea Presby-

terian minister, who espoused

land reform in Arkansas sim-

ilar to the Chinese Communists;

cited 25 or 30 times for subver-

sive activities. ,

Lucia*. iMocb, fanner head pi

the now" fleruncfr^ommonwealth
ColleeeJj? Mena, Ark., which was
closed as a nuisance, and said

to be a friend of Horton'e.

^amefl^Poxatowski, bead of

th^Su'fneftl Co^e«nse_DCTit_
manTWeVare whlch Closed dowrx

after' being placed on subversive

;,-,,, now ii«u«i of successor

group Southern Conference Edu-
cation Fund of New. Orleans;

charter signer of H l*h
,

1*ade£_i
cited for subversive activities 4s

times. , _;.-• - -* '

ft- r .

.JfolifflO Dean

Charlesj tuJ8^ <lU"
v *^L^

TuskegeeTTrta-. Institute, Tnm-
ier of Highlander ««*"5
coimcll, who7^as instrumental

in sending Kegro P™*?* * *
Arkansas t6 find "•oft spots

for' intemation. -...^
Aubreasikttiams. now publish-

er ofWm periodical in Birm og-

ham/V&osely identified with
Highlander and speaker at it*

25th anniversary celebration in

1957; cited/ for subversive ac-

tivities 28/tlmes. - ±j£*itm «<\

a CoBmunUi; who attended en-

i

niversary celebration; cited 28

U
Lee and GrasJ^orch, active

in UmTRock^facial disturb-

ance; once connected with Fisx

UniversW and Highlande r par-

ticipants; once took the Fifth

Amendment before a Federal .in-

vestigating committee when
queried about Communist con-

nections. T~£^—C x
The Arkansas official charged

that Horton attended a secret

North Carolina meeting which

espoused revolutionary ideas.

"The Highlander Folk School,

he said, "keep's pretty close to the

party line and in close touch with

Communist "fronts."

United Front
" Bennett also said that Horton

In 1935 took an active interest

in the United Front, a combine-

tlon of the Socialist and_Conv

munist parties whose objective

"was to overthrow our way of

life." '

Referring to Arkansas integra-

tion troubles and closed-down

Commonwealth College, Bennett

said, "the same events have oc-

curred in, our state which have
been unfolded. in your state.

"You people certainly have a,

problem here." ' -•

He stated that an 'Arkansas in-

vestigative committee recently

found "subversive connections in

racial unrest." He said $50,000

was spent to promote .racial

strife in Arkansas.

"

Ed Friend, a photographer for

the State of Georgia,. who Infil-

trated the school to report to the

Georgia Commission on Educa-

Ition
said Highlander "is sub-

versive to the way I have been

taught to live In America.

Interracial Photos _,

Friend took both still and mov-
ing pictures of interracial Activi-

ties at the school. The motion
pictures showed whites and Ne-

groes swimming together.

Friend said his wife, who at-

tended some of the Highlander

sessions with him. was "so dis-

gusted she cried." v -

.o-H
Also here on invitation of the

committee Is Joseph A. Malone, j

an assistant state attorney gen-

eral from Alabama. • .

-._ Vv
'

i&'x&s.

w?*-#r*r;>*^



'••(

:.-/'

«i»T i t*.,.,^."'-;.;-.^:

-<*%«fcB5aaS^k£&'£

-Si .VI' e Mr.
Mr.
Mr. DeLoach
Mr. McGuire
Mr. Mohr
Mr. Parsons

Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tamin
Mr. Trvui-r ..._

Mr. W.C.Sullivan

Tele. Room
Mr. Holloman—

_

Miss Gandy—

_

Speech Deniecly

Teacher
Highlander School Defense

Talk Banned, Scarritt Woman Says
By WAYNE WHITT
A Na3hvil!e educator charged

yesterday the legislative commit-
tee investigatin/-lttghlander Folk
's<ilfto^_refused td~p4rttiH her to

'^*tl
defense of the Grundy

coujfcty adult education institution.

-.*-*

"^

£

„ i»» AJ#o«v*»tb, director ©f

"

rural field work at Scarritt col-
fcfle, said she was told Wodnes-!.
day by the committee she would
be permitted to teitify yesterday.
But the five-member committee
adjourned without hearing her. .

*T don't understand why they
wouldn't permit me to testify," she
said. "I thought they would want
the full story, but apparently not."

Seek Extra Pay
As the committee concluded the

hearing and prepared to write a
report to be delivered to the legis-
lature Tuesday, it was reported re-
liably some members of the com-
mittee want to ask the legislature
to pay extra for their probing the
school. . r

A legislator close to the com-
mittee said if the group does de-
cide to atk for pay over and
above the $15 a day they are re-
ceiving at member, of the legis-
lature the proposal will erigiehte.
in ftha senate. y
*T.e lawmaker would notf say
how much the member* iUnt
orh<- than "it Is substantially
raor : than they make in the lests-
la^ure/*
He added he was against allow-

ing them extra j>ay. .;^ \ .

Horton testified insurance poli-
cies on the school's property were
canceled "when synagogs were be-
ing bombed. Our Insurance was
canceled because the insurance
.company felt we might be borJbed
because of our interracial acliyi-
ties,"

He said for several months
institution was without insur-
ence "but we finally war* able

ffoabyille Tennessean
Nashville, Tennessee
3-£-59 p. 1
61-34
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(Continued From Page One) *

to get insurance again by getting

It from Lloyd* of London."

*'"Vf"hen We couldn't get insur-

ance! we asked our friends to

p'.tdiVe $10, $50, or $100 to help us
rebuild in case the school was <2e-

st.ro.ybd," Horton continued, ''and

they did, many of them from Ten-
nessee."

He said fear of future trouble

over insurance was the reason
for the existence of a $5,000 in-

surance fund at the (school,

"And because of thia investiga-

tion," Horton continued, "the in-

surance on our automobile has
Vir.pr> canceled. "We've set some
money aside in case we can't get

insurance."

Hanover and Horton sparred

with each other as the Memphis
lawmaker questioned Horton about
ihe school'* bank accounts and
funds.

Claim* One Account

The director testified the school
Viivnlv one account on which it

wr<£e checks and that was in a

baijfc at Sewanee. He said in addi-

tion 'he school had some funds
i,A\..:-.i in savings and loans as-

sociations in California "because
our auditor found we could get

;<t

back. "W^JL. '

contributors ^^H
the founds- j-._i.i-.—

**. ,----#

contribution aha earmarked for

Special projects.
"Would there be in shuttling of

these funds around to fool anyone
as to what you actually nave?",
Hanover asked.

"We try very had to make It

clear," Horton shot back.

have to satisfy our
and I don't think .

tions which give us mony would
keep sending us money year
after year and increasing their

contribution* if they weren't

satisfied."

"That's no proof," Hanover in-

terrupted.
"Let him answer the question;

you've been arguing with him,"

Jordan Stokes m, Horton's attor-

ney, said.

"I want him to answer, and you
know I have not argued with him
at all." Hanover replied. "Every
time I ask a question he tries to

talk around it." *
-

"I'm not trying to talk around
anything," Horton said. "I'm try-

ing to explain a program that is

difficult to explain."

Horton, neatly dressed in a dark

blue suit, would reach into his

pocket or his briefcase at his feet

ifor records a* questions were

i
fired at him.

i The hearing played to a near

ampty house in the big War Me-

staff, newsmen, a maintenance
man assigned to the buildingjuid
a janitor.

Several supporters of High-
lander were in the *udito#um
in addition to Miss Cobb,
of the others was Mja

me
others was Mfe*„™*y.
who said she loTT^NssV-

.._, _o testify in defense of

Highlander before the commit-
tee adjourned. Miss Justus, «>c^_
retary-treasurer of the High-
land board of directors, testified

before' the committee in Tracy
City last week.
The committee didn't give- any

reason for not hearing the woman.
Miss Cobb said she had wanted

to tell the committee "1 have
never at any time seen any indi-

cation of activities or teachings

which were subversive, and have
been especially impressed with the

keen interest in supporting the
principles of democracy, and ed-

ucating participants in these prin-

ciples. I should say that this is a
strong .move to strengthen our
citizenry against threats pi com-
munism."
Rep. Harry Lee Senter, commit-

tee member and author of the res-

olution which led to the investiga-

tion, questioned Horton about <he
source of contributions to the

school.
"Why is it so much of your

. «:irr interest there." Horton also; ampty nvu»o j« h«j *»*, »••»» -~- "wny is it so mucn oi your
testified that the school had a gen- mortal building auditorium. About money comes from New York, th*
«.ral fund and then a fund for 50 wer in the chamber and ths Bronx and fer00klyn and around
.<--;..<?< ial projects _H« said at, times! inciudedj&ommmee member^ their

j
fVlt, University of Chicago?" Sen-.
ter asked.
Money Where It Is

"The money comes" from where
the money to," Horton replied- "We
collect it where we can p*t it and
bank it at Sewanee. When we
ask for funds we don't care
whether it comes from Brooklyn,
the Bronx or anywhere."
"That's right," Senter said, "you

don't, care where it comes from, do
you?"

"\ have never. solicited money
from any Communist organiza-

tion," Horton retorted. "I con-

tribute to Highlander mysalf

and t don't contribute to any
subversive oi ^aniiation."

Senter then reached into records

taken from the school and started

calling names from cards and ask-

ing about them.
The first name he drew was that

of Ora CTJ oTinson of PariSj^ArK.
"WrW'W WW Senter shouted.

"Why does It have on the card
not to send appeal letters?"

Mother-ln-Law
""That just happens to be my

mother-in-law," Horton replied.

"She doesn't have much money
and I didn't want letters going to

her asking for contributions."

Senter effected more than
dozen cards. On on» cird the

was a notation to address t

person by his first name.
' "There to nothing «&?**»
about calling people by their «»«
•names," Horton said.

:•*+ »»,•»=?« v *v rrri^ --?*T•?>'*&£?f&T?r7- r̂ F^vT"?vT
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tarn
what I have seen and'

of the investigation.'^ he
iued, "I don't see how the* ^«

going to write a report."

e leflislator taid in the pi t

tomt member* of invettigati e.

groups had been allowed ad^i-.

tional pay. The legislature appro-

priated $5,000 for the investioa-

tton. It eould not be learned

yesterday how much of this haa
been spent as alt expense ac-

counts have not been filled.

Asked about seeking additional

j) ay. Sen. Barton Dement, chair-

man of the committee, aaid he
knew 'nothing about it. He said

the group would file an interim re-

port with the general assembly
Tuesday.
Only Myles Horton, founder and

director of the school, testified

during yesterday's hour and a half

session. But Horton, who spent

nearly five hours in the wlteiess

ch«r Wednesday, was asked
about the school's financial p
th|fn about charges of subv
artjivities.

During questioning abou
nances by Kep. Alan Hanover,
committee member from Memphis,

J/lTttLh ***»"* />c&r& ujrff*/ &£CetvZrt> it*+*.w- **-jZ t~-
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Taxes Send More to Highlands
The News-Free Press commented the

ether day on the use of the American
taxpayers' money to finance a State
Department exchange student program
that will bring a woman from Liberia
to t*ke part in activities at the notori-

ous Highlander Folk School near Mont-
eag7eT^OT?^5fTfTmrlurned out that
is only part of the story.

In addition to the Liberian woman
sponsored by the State Departments
International Educational Exchange
Service, Highlander Folk School is go-
ing to be visited today through Sept. 8
by 11 French students under -State De-
partment grants for "an experiment in
international living."

There are grave question* as to the
advisability of perverting the student
exchange program by requiring the tax-
payers to support junkets to an institu-
tion which is not really a school in the
usual sense—and is an institution that

certainly the Government of the United
States should not give any semblance
of official support
We do not expect ever to find out

what the coat of the tours of the
Liberian woman and the 11 Frenchmen
to Highlander really is. The State De-
partment wraps up such programs in
a deep camouflage of red tape so that
costs of the exchange programs is dif-

ficult to discover, slthough it is ascer-
tainable that some 22 million dollars has
been appropriated for some of the pro-
gram.
While we may never know the

cost in dollars of State Department
sponsorship of Liberian and French vis-
itors to Highlander Folk School, the
cost will be somewhere in the tax bill

of the American people. But far worse
than the dollar cost is the disgusting
fact that the State Department has any
part in sponsoring individuals at the
highly suspect Highlander Folk School
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ox Money For A Highlander Visit?
The Stat* Department has confirmed

that the International Education Ex-

cl*!!»• Service of the department is

spending aome $1,800 a person for 11

French teachen to visit the highly eon-

trove rslal Highlander Folk School in

Afonteagle, Tenn,

The visits, says a State Department
official, although paid for by the govern-

ment were arranged by something called

the "Experiment In International Liv-

ing" of Putney, Vt. The spokesman says

that organization as been found, to be
reputable.

The whole affair r a 1 1 e I questions

promptly. Highlander has been in con-

siderable hot water lately. For more than

two decades the school, under Director

Myles Horton, has openly advocated In-

tegration. "Courses" *r* taught there

which lead to no degree. But they are

heavily laden with sociological Import

and the whole direction of the school is

far to the left Labor union organiza-

tional methods sr* among the subjects

taught

Nbbody knows apparently Just how
far left the school is. The Tennessee

Legislature some months ago Intensively

investigated it but it came up with some-

thing short of specific findings. Efforts

have been made to close the place up
as a public nuisance. Hearings are now
pending on a circuit attorney's petition

to padlock. Only a few weeks ago local

officers raided the school and discov-

ered liquor on the premises. Arrests

were made.

The use of public money for any such
visit is or ought to be subject to detailed

inquiry* r—-— —* ,

*W
THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS
9/11/59
Birmingham. Alabama
Red Star Final
Editorial
S. VINCENT TOWNSEND-

Executive Editor.
BH Office.

aJGHLANDER FOLK SCHOC
Morit'eagle, Tennessee.
IS - C
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Anti-Rosf^

•v,

Fill MaO$
By HAINES COLBERT

s
somebody eut mere decant mm

MaJcofan faffta) Row, University
•f Miami editor, novelist ud
composer al humorous ditties.

Rom wm attacked la t leaflet

which wag turning up to the "ifty
af MJjraitsj yesterday.

**• wjwijm— writer «|
'*e ftvtoted saaat MM lw to

« eapperter rf ** S1r>Ui.sar

Tmbs. IV schad, uid the
aheet, to Mumufatfc.

The anonymous writer ef the '

PriMeJ Me* aaie^U* to .
"poorter el the^Higli lender

fcsbeal, MMOiiKeet, to

^S1

Rom retorted that the school
Isn't communistic, bat has been
under attack for years by an "un-
dying bunch of fatheads."

Said Rom:

"Highlander Is a racially lnte-

'

fnied Khool, which to the reason I

for t&a atUrto on it. U'g been
Investigated repeatedly, and all!
the TennesMe Dewspapers have

!

Mid the achool officiab are beiiy
|

made the objects of a witch hunt.
!

urn OF SUPPORT
j

*! think the achool has done aW of food and it to supported by :

Mrs. Efcanor Roosevelt and do* f

aos of others, including college

:

professors and clergymen." j

The leafle? quoted an America*
Ugioc nabiicatieB, The Firing
Une. Jo saying Rou was a mem-
htr rf *• achaol '•fuarantors
cewn&Mt" - a group which
raises farads for Highlander.

* **«< *t trmtoaa el the
•rfiwMty sad erred Jaa*rs la

J In faa aasnj af everything tha;
Christtot and American." (al

*J«7»OHi J-«« anchor waste,
-lh«*t bib ahouM Mia*ieetod
»F» an accodntiaf af their

•*& the American Ugiea ataV

Jfcjtff* **» «joted freely to ta*
•met, E«gfi» «Jftoara Mat they

'ir'

dont APimrvi v _ I

*We didn't sancttan the an* «
fre Legion same icd^»*S,

t*av

aw «f hV wM A>*_n*g£*
,*„ af Starke, past fri'UW
aanrnaodar and AmajtcMfM*

Oamnittat member

•Tf we want to

body, we toll him. Anything put

eat by the American U&* *?•

ks name as R-* *>>*
*

crtoetoi s»mt-1

Lee ft.
Anderson, editor «* ftn

Chattaaooga News-Ftea Preen,

wid Rom wasn't entirely cerrect

in claiming all TennesMO news-

papers have supported tha achat!

Be exptoiaad:

-We're eritfetotd the

fcccaaai a eoaea ef Mfeerato

Mrs. iMMirH are tM

to. Bat we never have saM It to

aenhrtk.

. MALCOLM ROSS

Raetots Behto* Attack*

"The Nashville Banner has tok-

en about the same stand. But the

Tenaessean and the Chattanooga

Tiroes have gone to bat for the

achool."

STARTED IN 'Ms

Ross said be became acquaint

.

with the school when be was pub r\ ATC
lie relations director of the Nation WH • *•

al tabor Relatioos Board in the

"Mytof Horton and two other

graduates of the Union Theologi-

cal Seminary decided to help tha

people to a ruined coal county

af Teaneaeee—their home atato
,"

said Rom. "They've done a 1st

far the miners there.

"Acsnafly, I haven't dene

much tor tha achea! tort Tm
,

art In the least ashamed af what

I have aaaa.-

Dr. Jay F. W. Pearson, Uni-

versity af Miami president, was

out of town, but U-M vice presi-

dents were unconcerned about tha

seaflat

"I don't cars about fetttog kato^j

ft." Mid Dr. H. Franklm Wil-

liams, one of the vice pi i nHoat i,

"but if it comes to atandbg ap

and being counted for afika thai

m da *."

"
pe, 3vrm at Coaari, aaae*

tfve vies pecsideni asU he hadal

seen tha leaflet and wasa't to-

sarastad hi It; \ %

Jim attaak apparewfly

wasat gatolag snatch sapperi.

Harry Hood Basaatt. top man

•a cm hot af trustoM to wham

the Jaaflat readers were suppaa-

ad to protest, said aa ona hast

esj^ains. .

klKFORMATlOt! CONTAINED

h) ia*\i
YitlMS

\%«*

J

:;r,^1P^^
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Interracial Schoa

Charter Lifted by

Tennessee Judge^
ALTAMONT, Tenn., Feb. It

(XP).—Circuit Court Judge C.

C- Chattin ye«ie/day revoked

tft charter nf^ffiphland yolkoT-^iiehlano I

Bohofli^iwid ordered Ihe In

rfJRal Adult Education Center

near Monteagle placed under

receivership.

in an 11 -page decision pled.

In- Grundy -County Circuit

Court, Judge Chattin ruled the

school.,

h

ad violated Tennessee
aggregation lawp ancTlaws per-

tam3ng3o"Tne~6aleo/ beer. -

The judge ruled further that
* 'ripfrt fiY^pq school property

to Myles Horton^.its lpufld£r-

president," wasjnvalid_and that

thenprbpefty," about 70 acres,

must be turned back to the

ichool.
Revocation of the general

welfare charter was sought by
District Attorney General A. B.
Sloan on the ground that the

27-year-old school had been

used for personal gain of Mr.
Horton.
y&. Sloan also charged that

Highlander had engaged la
commercial activities in viola-

tion of its nonprofit charter.

•The Judge issued his decision

on the basis of a trial held in
jjiuiriihiH'. »

Tolson _
Mohr

Parsons .

Belmont

.

Callahan

DeLoach
U

W.C. Sullivan

Tele. Room
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The Washington Daily We we _
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New York Herald Tribune _
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New York Mirror

New York Daily News

New York Poet_—
The New York Timee
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The Wall Street Journal
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KSW-TRIAL ASKED

Highlander
.

Folk School's

charter revoked
HiGHL

A

NpER^Pojk^Schogl .at Montea-
gie, Term., for 28"years an outstand-

ing interracial adult educational center,
..~* -i^^-jjed of its state charter on Feb,
16. Cecil D. Banstetter, Nashville lawyer
dcfeuding the school, announced he
Would file a motion for a new trial and
would press the case "through every pos-
sible judicial channel in search of Justice
for the school."

1 c;, iuit Court Judge Chester C. Chattin
Ir.r."?- ina+ t?]p school violated Its char-
jter by "permitting integration in its school
< tvorit" Ht ordered a receiver to wind up

TDKritC GOING ON: It was believed
*'

. .'.':: has authority to put his order
iato eiicct pending an appeal, but Myles
£>.** on, school president, said:^ :- e going ahead with our current
eiiuc&iional program. We have a resi-
i *: J workshop for ministers and so-
cjui workers scheduled for the coming
wcek-Mitf. Our extension program is also
c,.\t::;:\'.ns for the present. This ruling,
as fur as I have been able to ascertain,
c^eo not interfere with our current pro-
8i 2m, If I am wrong about that, someone
will have to tell me, but there has been
no court order stopping anything yet.'*
The d*Vn?e tod argued that Tennes-

m^s i-i'-.-.nr-old segregation laws pro-
hibiting integrated classes and workshop!
had been declared unconstitutional by
.... ^>^rt£..c Court, but Judge Chatt
""""-'

' • tl:t; Supreme Court decisic'" "" "' " •" ,h1 *" tmt not private «ch<
-^ p«a the state's laws "as applied
jpnvate school* aca—•etfttitutlonal
valid.'

1

2 MAR 16 1960

rvj»;*^»r/7^».T-TnT

*/

ITjuj. BACKGROpND: Judge- «wW»'i
ruling is the latest development In a long

campaign by the state to close the school
Last July police raided it as a "public
nuisance" and its main building was pad-
locked temporarily on a charge that beer

was sold there without a license;

m November a Jury handed down an
advisory verdict that the school was op-
erated for "the personal gain and en-
richment" of Myles Horton. Judge Chat-
tin cited both these earlier cases in his

order revoking the school's charter, and
he voided a deed of a plot of school
grounds to Horton upon .which be had

.

built a home at his own expense. Testi-

mony -showed that for 20 years of the
school's existence, Horton had drawn no
salary, and currently receives $9,000 a
year which is considered low when com-
pared to similar posts.

If the Chattin ruling stands, it could
affect many other Tennessee colleges and
universities where racially integrated

cjajsjtt **« conducted.

not ?r"*~*^7:D

184 MAn is mo

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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Callahan _
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Rosen
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Trotter

W.C. Sullivan

Tele. Room _
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Tho Washington Po»t and

Tlm*s Harold

Th« Washington Dally N«w»
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N«w York Journal-American

N«w York Mirror

N»w York Dally N»w»

N»w York p~**
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Th» Wall Str#»t Jouraal
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"National Guardian'
page 5
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Callahan
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DeLoach
Evans
Mai one _
Rosen
Tavel

•Ordered to close

Highlander school

loses appeal in

state supreme cou
JJQHLANpER -Folk School. Voii
** MgKjTltenn..' lost ari6theTrouh<l "in
its battle for survival when the Tennes-
see Supreme Court on April 5 upheld a
lower court order revoking the school's
charter and ordered it to close.

The school, iounded~in 1932. has long
been under attack because of Its complete
Integration. Highlander has stimulated
Negro voter registration by training
people to teach literacy. Recently the
school and Martin Luther King Jr.'s
Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence announced a joint training project
for sit-in demonstrators. . •

-

The school and ite directors, AtKlfis
:orton and SeptimaNciark, have also
sen attacked" ag^tumni CHiist." In 1057

they were defended against this charge
by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, a long-time
defender of the school, and by Dr. Rein-
hold Niebuhr and others.

The present case began in 1959 after
a party at the school was raided by local
police and three staff members were ar-
rested on intoxication charges. The State
Supreme Court ordered the school closed
on the grounds that Horton had oper-
ated the school for private gain and that
intoxicating beverages had been sold on
the premises. The Court did not rule on

'

another holding of the lower court that I
the school violated state segregation laws IA

Trotter

W.C. Sullivan

Tele Room
Ingram

Gandy

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
I it?EIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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The Washington Pott and

Times Herald

The Waehington Daily News _

The Evening Star ______»_
New York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-American

New York Mirror

New York Daily News

New York Poet
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The New York Time*

The Worker

The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal
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HighbncfeTNo Help
There is not generally much good

news from the Supreme Court, for the'

South.

But we can be pleased with the

jurists' decision of yesterday in which
:

.,_.) Juiced to review a Teimessee

order which revoked the charter of

H ;blander folk school near Monteagle,

Tenn.

The revocation came because of beer

selling there and because the Tennessee

Supreme Court ruled that the director,

Wyles Honon, had been operating the

school for his private gain.

pw.-ilaie, high court did not rule on

racial questions but a lower court judges-

had held earlier that the Highlander

school had violated state segregation

laws by having an interracial student

body.

Word from Tennessee has been that

the school has taken out a new charter

and plans to open a new center in Knox-

ville to carry out the "Highlander

ideal."

Highlander school has been an adult

education organization which, followed a

line much to the left of center. In the

present troubled condition in the South,

we can get along without such an insti*

tutiua r— •>

>

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

fig
'Mr,

Mr.

Tel*

Mr,

Miss

Tolwn
Belmont
Mohr.
Callahan

Conrad
DeLoaeh_
Ev»n*

33umvan,_*>f
TaveL
Trotter

Room
Ingrram

Gandy

BIl&ilNGIIAM P0ST-H3UALD
10-10-61 (Editorial)
Birmingham, Alabama
Editor - J*>i2S E. MILLS
BH OFFICE,

&
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
TS-'C '

AL L INFORMATION CONTAINED
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Putney, Vt, said he and his,

wife were conducting the
classes. He ,said he was direc-

tor of the Yfarth-South Smoky
Mountain Workshop, a-branch
of the&ifihla
in Knoxvuie".

F^\_

MARYVIIXE, Tenn., June
20 (AP)—Twenty-eight young
white and Negro men and
women were jailed here early
today after a sheriff's raid on
their Smoky Mountain area
training camp sponsored by
COKE, Blount County Sher-
iff Roger Trotter reported.

Trotter said he raided the
camp after complaints from
nearby Townsend residents of
disturbances at the tents and
cabins at the edge of the
Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park.
The 28, ranging in age from

16 to 27, are being held on an
open charge pending the ar-

rival of FBI officers from
Knoxville, Trotter said.

Most of those arrested were
from outside the state, Trot-
ter said, but two boys were
from Oak Ridge, Tenn. In-
cluded were two white girls,

six Negro girls, nine white
men and II Negro men, most
of them from eastern states.

Robert Gustafson, 27, of

of the^ighlandPr Fg_; School

The biracial Highlander
School lost its state charter
two years ago when It was
situated near Monteagle,
Tenn. Its operator, Myles Hot-
ton, has since opened a school
in Knoxville. .

Trotter said another batch
of students was due at the,

camp June 23. -

The sheriff confiscated
pamphlets from the camp, in-

cluding instructions on com-
batting police dogs and fire
hoses. Some whisky was also
seized.

The camp had been operat-
ing about ten days. One of
those arrested identified the
camp sponsor as CORE and
the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference.

r>
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(Mount Clipping In Spocn B.fow)

Mayor Answers Bible Class

City Lacks Authority

To Ban Highlander

ALL INFORMATION C

HEREIN IS UNCLASSI

,PATEJH&b=BY

Mr. Belmont

Mr. Mohr—

.

Mr. Casper-

Mr. Callahan—

{%&&-&
Mr. Evans—
Mr. Gale

Mr. R«jfnn—... —-A
Mr. at^-PSn-4-^

Mr. Tavel _
Mr. Trotter

-

Tele. Room—
Miss B times

The state issued the charter

to the Highlander Research and
Education Center here and only

the state can revoke it, Mayor
John Duncan says.

]
This was the gist of a letter

written by the mayor to Walter

Gourdin of the Baraca Class of

Fountain City's Central Baptist

jgtiurch.

This was a response to a re-

quest by the class that the city

"padlock the doors and revoke

the license" of the controversial

center headed by Myles Horton.

•Greatly Concerned'

|"We certainly have been

eatly concerned about the op-

.,,-aeion of this place since it

has been in Knoxvilie," the
mayor wrote.

He noted that he served on an

American Legion committee

*'many years ago when it first

asked the State Legislature to

investigate the Highlander Folk

School while it was located at

Monteagle."
However, Mr. Duncan recalled

that nothing was done by the

town of Monteagle nor by the

Legislature to close the school

at MonteagSJ :

City Doesn't Charter

jtjf said tlS*t« t e attorney

general revafcd t h e school's

djarter "oa^tfje > basis, 2that the

I3»ui washing bee?Wegally

to^erne eJ^Mg^^"fcjf1J^L
"Some 10 "days after the state

revoked the charter," the may-

or's letter continued, "for some

anttrnnvn reason, the secretary

of state issued a new charter

under a different name to the

same individual (Mr. Horton)

who had headed the school

while it. was at Monteagle.

"The citv . . . does not issue

©

charters or licenses to <*»rpor-

ations or schools. They are is-

sued by the state . . . and con-

sequently, if they are revoked,

they must be revoked by the

granting authority." • •

'Would Welcome Evidence'

Mr. Duncan, in his letter,

said it might be "worthwhile"

for Atty. Gem Clarence Black-

burn to conduct an investigation

of Highlander, "because tf one

were held it is possible that

some individuals who did have

information concerning viola-

tions of the law would come
forth and divulge this informa-

tion in a public investiga-

tion .
.--"

The mayor said he is not

"pleased" that "this individual"

is operating in the city. He said

it is causing "unnecessary

work" for the Safety Depart-

ment. He also said he would
"welcome any evidence or »-
formation that you or anyone
else might have concerning any
violation of any ordinance of

the city."

Contributions Tax-Exempt

He said he is Sure that the

|FBI is "diligent" in any matter

concerning "subversive activi-

ties . . ." He also noted that

"Federal authorities have also

recognized" this place as an in-

stitution that is tax exempt and
people who desire to make do
nations to it can take credit for

such donation in their Federal

income tax." :

The mayor said, "Neither the

city, county nor state of Tennes-

see can act on an assumption,

and *11 legal authorities in

Knoxville that I have discussed

this matter with agree with thif

lOu^per cent."

62AUG 61963.^
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DVlSCAiy SAYS—

City Lacks Authority

ToPadlockHighlander
The city does not have the

authority to padlock the doors

and revoke the license of the

Highlander Research and Edu-

cational Center, according to a

Setter
received by the Baraca

tlass of Central Baptist Church

f Fountain City from Mayor

ohn Duncan.
The letter was the result of a

resolution drawn up by the 70

members of the class petitioning

the mayor and City Council to

put the center out of business.

The mayor in his answer to

the petition said the state issued

the charter to the center here

and only the state has the power

to revoke it.

Highlander, which moved to

Knoxville in 1961 after its char-

;
ter for a similar school at Mont-

i eagle was revoked, is under the
! direction of Myles Horton.

i
Mayor puncan said tt might

CO

be worthwhile for Atty. Gen.

Clarence Blackburn to conduct

an investigation of the center.

The mayor said that "he is not

pleased that this individual is
J

operating in the city". He fur-

ther stated that he "would wel-

come any evidence or informa-

tion that you or anyone else

might have concerning any vio-

lation of any ordinance of the

citv-"
. ^ 1

The mayor concluoea,
"Neither the city, county aor

state of Tennessee can act on

an assumption and all legal au-

thorities in Knoxville that I have

discussed this matter with agree

with this 100 percent.''

<v

r>£ m

R*r. Tolsqte,-.-

Mr. BetaWrit.

i Mr. QsfcfcjjR--.-^.
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Blander Won't

Get 'Witch Hunt'
p!~ckburn Needs

Proof of Violation

The attorney general's office

dees not plan "a witch hunt"

investigation of the controversial

Highlander Research and Edu-

cational Center here, Atty. Gen.

C'arence Blackburn said today.

.l;i) ur John Duncan explained

yesterday that since the state
'

i*FL'ed the center's charter an
«„, me siaie couid revoke it, i

*\might be worth while" for Mr
1
\
' . ;

V

t- u iti's office to conduct

*ji\ cstigation.

Mr. Blackburn said if any
<-'-. °t or citizen has informa-

Tt-in of a violation of any state

, a - >? would be glad to bring

it l,t iore a grand jury. He said

it 1? not wise for a grand jury

,o ,"' °ut on its own and" investi-

gate 8 matter.

Evidence Necessary

! "In the recent bootlegger
' liquor probe here, we called in

• every Tom, Dick and Harry and

'fn.m'' that we accomplished

tu ir.i.ig,
' Mr. Blackburn said.

: "We rped o'ficers to investigate

! ar.d bring the evidence and testi-

,,... J..\ '.,j;,re the grand jury to
*

rr.-.y act as a result of

I

Miayor Duncan also said be

j
would" welcome any information

! r,.-irf t-ni'ng any violation of any
' < t ' ordinance by Highlander

:
l,frpor;neI. Mr. Blackburn said

he w.'juid need valid information,

j
a .a noi just strictly hearsay,

'

of a state violation to prosecute.

1 So far he has not received any

•*v'derK5*» he said.

Majris, Horton "Mb-

y

Police Chief French Harris

and Sheriff Carl Ford said they

spent about two hours earner

this week talking with Myles

Horton, head of Highlander

Center, and could find no laws

violated by the school or its

activities. He said no violations

have been reported to the po-

lice department.

I "I'm sure the FBI has had
1

activities there under surveil-

,
lance in the past and Internal

Revenue agents have had to in-

vestigate the operation, as funds

(btained by Mr. Horton have

Ven tax-exempt because th
'

hool is operated as a non

r o f i t organization,", Chie

arris said,

"We will be glad to investi-

gate any legitimate complaints

at the school, but I can find 1

nothing that would indicate any

.

laws are being violated there.

Just because an organization or

person is doing something that

doesn't agree, with the feeKngs

of certain other persons, doesn't

mean that organization or per-

son is violating a law. And we
don't intend to make arrests

unless persons are violating the

law.

"Mr. Horton told me he had

been- an integration worker for

some 30 years and that his or-

ganization had nothing to do with

Communists and that he cer-

• tainly was not a Communist nor

was anyone that worked at the

seheol," Chief Harris jiriflfri „

f'/P

ft 9V "
M1G 61953

- S^
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Esau Jenkins sVows visitor*

through the Progressive Club
Center with pride, a pride
which Is best understood when
the Negro leader contrasts the

recently completed structure

with the humble origins of the

organization back in March
1948.

At that time — more than IS

years ago — many of the Ne-
groes were still living on plan-

tations while, others were small

farmers or sharecroppers, he
explained.

"The only organization then

was the church," the John's

iftidnd man said. "They — the

small farmers — bought their

seed and fertilizer a bag at a
time. If they could pool their

money, they could buy a lot of

. seed and a good bit of fertilizer

and save some money.
"Often these people were in

trouble with the law. If they

progressed — not just finan-

cially, but also spirtually and
rurally and. in every walk of

life — they were not as likely

to get in trouble with the law.

And if they did get in trouble

for their beliefs or what they
thought, the group would be
there to help them."
This was what Esau Jenkins

had in mind when he called

"eight or ID" of bis neighbors

together and formed the Pro-
gressive Club. The first meeting
was devoted to examining the

word "progressive" and its

meaning for the John's Island

community.
One of the first problems

faced by the group was the need
for literate and politically in-

formed citizens. All of the mem-
bers of the club either had to

be registered voters or had to

agree to try to register if they
.' *. Jenkins, his speech fla-

vored with rare traces of Gul-
lah, pointed out: "From the
start we stressed registration

and voting. I knew you could

get what you needed if you had
the votes. The politicians —
they call them the 'power struc-

ture' now — listen to the people

who vote. So we taught that

participation in government was
.essential"

"* KEEL SCHOOL _

At that time the Negro lead-

er operated a bus line to

Charleston for John's Island

.Negroes, a line that once in-

cluded five buses. Seeing the

need for a citizenship school,

Jenkins began teaching his pas-;

sengers on the bus, "a:

convenient place for meeting.''

"One day in mid-1948," he re-

lates, "one lady, Alice Wine,

said 'Mr. Jenkins, I can't read

these words, but as you teach,

these people I will memorize.

Not long afterwards I took them
down to register, a large group

• of them. But I didn't xnor
JvAere to put her in the line.

as so scared they would catc

_jr not able to read. Finally w.

put her about in the middle.

"When the lady fa front of

her was taking her test, she

mispronounced one of the

words, I believe it was 'mis-

cegenation.' Alice quickly cor-

rected her, and the lady at the

registration center told her, 'All

right, no coaching.' I was so

surprised I didn't know what to

;do.

"When Alice's turn came up,

they ran her on through. Yet

if they had shown her the word

printed on a page, she wouldn't

have known what it was.

In the years that followed, the

progressive Club held monthly

meetings — with monthly dues

of 25 cents. ' "That's now we

found the people who needed

help. We arranged for them to

come in two nights a week.

He went on to explain that peo-

ple with similar difficulties

were grouped together.

Problems began to develop for

Jenkins and his pupils: "So

many persons needed help. 1

just couldn't help all of them.

Well, Septima Clark (now as-

sociated with Southern Christian

Leadership Conference) was a

school teacher here. She asked

I me to go to Highlander Folk

School with her. I didn't want

to go—this was back about 1953

-but she said Myles Horton (di-

rector of Highlander) might be

able to get me some help for the

work on the island. So I finally

'•—ViWTS HIGHLANDER '

1
"It was a two-week United

Nations workshop on school in-
tegration and human relations.
On iht last day—just like at
the workshops we have here—
they turned tow iu and asked:

Jflrtiat are your problem?'
"

"i fcew the answer to that

linen my turn came I to(

«em. I told- them we had
jmany people and not enough
time or enough money for

teachers and no ploce to meet.
"Myles asked me: 'Do you

think you can get them to go
back to school?' I told him that
wasn't the problem. We had
more than enough people. Myles
said he would see what he could
do.

"The Field Foundation gave us
ft grant for two years. The first
vear we went to Wadma-
law. Bernice Robinson was
teaching on John's Island. Then
we set up an adult citizenship
-chool on Edisto. They met t"

|
church building on Wadmalai
nd in a .center on Edisto..

:eded a building on John's

land." . ...
And, consequently, in the mid-

fifties the Progressive Club bor-

rowed money and bought an old
school building on the island.

"After the fellows at the Pro-
gressive Club saw how the
school house was working out—
they saw how our boys were
inore out of trouble- I told

^
"VTW^TT- 'Vf?T>' :t™t
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&em welieeded a new*l)uiliHng.j

You know: a place where they|

could come a.nd pJay basketball,

-table tennis, «kate/*ind have

workshops in citizenship, and
bring people in from the out-

side. Our people might listen to

someone else a lot better than

they'd listen to me."
But something else was both-

ering the group's leader. In the

eight years of the group's opera-

tion, no charter had ever been

sought. So on Dec. 11, 1956, upon

the club's request, the state is-

sued a charter:
44

. . . to form a non-profit

civic, educational, and social

association. The object of which

shall be the creation and pro-

motion of clean and wholesome
recreation among the Negro citi-

zenry of John's Island, Charles-

ton County, South Carolina; to

curb delinquency among its

juvenile citizens and to develop

high moral standards in its

social activities; and to this end,

and any other things to purchase

property, or place of association

and such other accommodations
as may be necessary or conven-

ient for the transaction of its

business."
FEARED OPINIONS

Jenkins continued: "I wasl

airaid that white folks would not

•like that."?Bal be was surprised^

"We owe a lot to many who
1

Iheloed us~like Mr. Vardell Le-

'fcre who*as on the trustee

Soard. .
'

-
r0r". •,.••'-

"Our sehools were' once five

miles away and the. chil-

dren had to -walk. In bad weath-

-er many children missed school

.auL-Ah&nces were fa*gfr W«

wanted a consolidated school

with classes going through the

high school grades. And our
children needed transportation.

"We got a high school out on

John's Island even before James
Island or Adams Run or any-

where else. And it was through

our efforts at the Progressive

Club."

Returning to the subject of a
'new building the active,

yet humble, leader continued:

/'Like I said—we needed anoth-

er building. We needed a store

to handle expenses, a gym for

the young people, and sleeping

quarters so we could put up
groups that came here. Our
store is 30 by 50, the gym is 75

by 50, and the sleeping quarters

are 10 by 72. We can sleep from

19 to 27 comfortably. That's why
our workshop is limited to that

many people."

LAST LAUGH
"One of our members," he

said with a wry grin, "told me
'I hope I live long enough to see

that wall go up.' And I said 'You

won't live long.' Richard E.

Fields helped us with $5,000-1

don't know where he got that.

Myles (Horton) helped us too.

We started building in October

1962 and finished it about March
of last year.

at the Progressive CluV eeuuiw

Larger hi number — nbout

40Q — is the John's Island Im-

provement Committee, also a

child of Esau Jenkins. Island-j

wide in membership, the com-

mittee limits its functions to

civic activities.

A native of John's Island,

Jenkins has had a successful

business career. He said he at-

tended school through the sev-

enth grade, but — as an adult

— continued his education at

night classes conducted by the

Rev. Giles C. Brown, a veter-i

an John's Island clergyman.
,

MOTEL OWNER
The Negro leader used to run

a small fruit store on President

,

Street, but in more recent years
j

he has operated the J and P.

Motel and Cafe on Spring Street

His civic work has not been

limited to the Progressive Club;

he serves as a board member
of Highlander, Southern C
tian Leadership Conference, an

South Carolina Conference o:

Human Relations as weU, **

of "the
:he .steering committee

harleston KAACP.

In addition he is president of

ear (the Citizens 1 Committee of

Through the years the 'Pro- Charleston County, formed in

gressive Club has remained f o£o With a Cannon Street of-

small, and today includes aboutJ • .7 rrrouD has concentrated
1& to J18 persons. More or lessii°e >

w«s b* vw^
limited to a certain area .

of

of John's Island, the club is

not only civic but also business*

oriented. It is financed today,

for the most part, through re-

fehflts from the store it operates

•+&% '
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fts efforTs on voter registration'.

"You would be surprised at

what the Citizens' Committee

has done* in the political educa-

tion of our people."

Jenkins claims the group has

been especially effective in com-

bating the sale of votes: In

our monthly meetings, we tell

our people to watch out for

those people who come in just

before election year. The rea-

son we've been so effective ui

fighting people who sell votes is

we're a county-wide organiza-

tion — every section of the

county has a branch of the

Citizens' Committee."
OFFICIALS AID

He is proud of the group's

registration record, but adds:

*'A lot of credit can go to the

countv delegation and J. Mitch-

ell Graham (chairman of Coun-

ty Council). They have ar-

ranged for a voting machine to

be put in our headquarters here

frequently so we can teach peo-

ple how to use it in voting. They

have never charged us a cent.

They have been very nice to

us-" , ,. • .u
Married at 17, Jenkins is the

father of 13 children. Seven are

now living, including an Air

Force captain and three teach-

ers. He lives next door to the

Progressive Club Center in a

modern brick house.

And every today he envisions

a larger role for the club he

has nursed for so many years:

"Since we started the Progres-

sive Club on the island, you

can't see our young people mak-

ing trouble like they used to.

They used to race up and down

the road. Now they have

something constructive to do

Now they come to me and want

to participate in the protram.

"Our big need is a full-time

paid worker to have a program

in the afternoon. I just don t

have the money or the time.

We need a lupervlior to run

the recreation center and pro-

gram. We have the peo-

ple; they're willing to follow I

believe I can find the person if

t cap fret find *be -*" -

,«• m. ' i
jji
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' ESAU JENKINS OF JOHN'S ISLAND
He has served as president of Citizens Committee for five years. (Staff Photo

» hy Evgns)
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In an effort to throw light on

the Highlander Center operations

on John's Island in Charleston
County, The News and Courier is

publishing a series of articles by
Reporter Charles L. Dibble.

In these articles, participants in the

Center's so-called "workshops"
and related groups have been given
an opportunity to describe their

activities in their own terms.

a aim any, those connected with
Highlander have discussed their

goals in terms of education and so-

cial uplift, though the word "revo-

lution" crops up from time to time
ds though it could be made re-

The public should understand
4i >f ra ;-3i>pi= always seek to de-

sciibo their work in an acceptable

^ :-"- When Gus Hall, head of

<h^ c'nmmunist Party USA, is in-

t-- it'^.-ri for the press, he doesn't

U.k ,-ibout burying the Unit-

r ' *(:>>: Instead, he talks about

the development of the "labor

v. ;j:r *•!-;'/' and "social reform."

^ ?Iert reader will understand

that soft words don't tell the whole

story So it is with the Highlander

participants' account of their or-

If one examines the
s

record
nf Hi "Murder and the list of direc-

ted r.«d snensors, a far different

r... - n rm^rees. Hard core leftists

• j^itcc. Highlander's former Ten-

nessee base in a steady stream
jI
-e years. One of the visitors

in rv<cr>.t years was Abner W. Ber-

ry of :hc Central Committee of the

Crmniunisi Party. We don't believe

he went there merefy ,j(vview the

;.'
s
* r -ur*fc-s\a$b Sponsors,

'^d' k}&$*h fo Individuals who

Kr. Tolson...—.—

Mr. Belmont....-—

Mr. Mofcr ..,=

—

Mr. C: •;-•-:

Mr. C?;:v*r» ...

Mr. C'--~ !

Mr. V \ >
Mr. I'vr-i

Mr. Tir-Uw
Tele. Loom
Hiss Holmes
Miss Gartdy ,

50NTAINED

causes during the last generation. I.A*
Included are veteran members of / LL JNFORMATION
communist front groups. iiCDtlW 10 HUP'
Such an organization doesn't zero*tun El II 10 UHU.

in on a community unless its own
{) flJ£ {J/fc/ gV I RV KPffi^«««._ _^ .a i_ __ -

i
. ^Indicate page, name of JiWl

newspaper, city and state.)
c

special political goals are involved.

Those who have defended Stalin-

ism, praised Fidel Castro, urged
U.S. disarmament, attacked tht

FBI or been directly associated

with disciplined communists have
more than routine "education" in

mind when they decide to invade

a community.

It is to the lasting credit of the

Negro people of John's Island that

the Highlander effort has made
hardly a dent. Esau Jenkins and
other directors of the Highlander

operation no doubt would like to

create a mass movement on John's

Island. But the Negro people of the

island know better than to put their
4

1

trust in such ah organization.

In their churches and other regu-
:

lar associations, these John's Is-

landers already have organizations

that belong to them. They are not
;

directed from outside this state- !

As for voter registration and edu-

cation, the laws of this state are I

fair. A Negro citizen has no more
difficulty registering than a white

citizen. To obtain political educa-

tion, a Negro can read newspapers

and magazines. He can listen to >

radio or watch television. He has no
need for an outfit that finds John's .

Island a convenient political target .

Year by year, the Negro commu- !

nity on John's Island, as elsewhere
,

in this state, is increasing its pros-

perity and well-being. With our
'

state government dedicated to fair

play, education and better employ-

ment opportunities, no Negro citi-

zen of this state need turn to some-

Bfc
cU
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is

the last la a series of articles

on the background anisactivi-

(iss crtffc-^jfen's Islantf^ro-

gressive Clnb, its leaders and
members.) ^\.
By CHARLES Lybl^BLE

Charges of "Communists" have

been tnrown at Highlander Folk

School — and its heir, Highland-

er Resrnrc! and Education Cen-

ter — tor many years.""*

But never have the anti-High-

lander forces made their

charges without immunity,

chlms lAylcs Horton, director

of the controversial center. If

such charges were made with-

out legal immunity, Horton

makes it quite clear that a libel

suit would be initiated.

In a recent interview at the

Progressive Club Center on
John's Island where Highlander

wa: sponsoring a voter registra-

tion workshop Horton gave bis

answer to the persistent attacks. radical We stood lor democratic!
Q—For many years people

ALL 1NF0RMAHON CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UN

DATE^M£^Y

MYLES HORTON
Answers Critics

<+

..jit i/fce« *4j*»g that Highland-

er has Communistic connections.

What is the basis for this?

A—Basically it's a matter of

Integration. As one chief of po-

lice said after talking with me,
'The trouble with Horton is he's

been an integrationist for 30

years.' I think you know any-

body who's an integrationist is

immediately suspect. I guess

you cou]d say that 1 was a 'pre-

mature infegrationisl.'

"All of our programs when

unions that were integrated and

run by the workers themselves.

Todav this is not controversial:

We stood for integration long

ago. This too is not as hot anfOP CLJ

issue as it once was. DATED
"I was talking to the mayor^^

not long ago and told him how
r
„

-

mniuB)
conservative I was. He was sur- MARKED Jt lit Wiu mn *"»

prised. And then I told him ('0^ t-

about how many of the things
Af

- ,
that I have always stood for ChO ' ^ - <*

.

were now facts. And he seemed ry 1 A >

somewhat surprised at what I LA'IU'

I

fujt introduced were considered
J
said, but he then agreej,

tlll .^j

-rg^r^ 'rr'pg*' nprye^yt '"T'Tttpmp&x^yV: V
'

T-r'V!

! Mr. T«}son—

\ Mr. Belmont.

j ?
r
r< rv?er_

=1

| V- Crr.rad

* *.. r-: ^.

^>

Miss Ouii,
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"Basically the proof thai I

am not a Commurust and never
have been at anytime or any-
where is this. No investigative

committee, no court, or any
other agency has ever come up
with any evidence ihat I am
or have been a Communist.
"Another thing—and this is

important—is no one has ever
accused me who didn't do it

with immunity. And there is no
exception to that. Marvin Grif-

fin, who put out a smear sheet

against us, a sheet that's now
being used against Martin Lu-
ther King, made his charges

with immunity. He could not be

held responsible for , libel

charges. None of these people

have made these charges when
they could be held for libel I

asked Marvin Griffin to make
his charges when he could be

held for libel, and he refused.

I have asked each person who
has called me a Communist to

make his charges outside im-

munity. None have agreed to

this.

"On the other hand, before

Sen. (James) Eastland's (

Miss.) committee where I lUd

not have Immunity — I could

have been held for perjury — I,

under oath, stated that I and

Highlander were never Commu-
nistic. But newspapers, includ-

ing .yours, weasel-word the
thing. And I can't do anything
about that. But I just ignore it.

The American people aren't

that gullible."

Q—But what is the basis for

these charges?

A—Somebody, at some time,

attended our meeting. There
was a Communist in the meet-
ing. And the charge is made. I

have no way of knowing who is

in the meeting. What I am con-

cerned with is what I say and
do and teach.

"I don't bother to ask you for

your credentials because I just

don't care. You could fake

them. I can't know so I just

don't bother. .

"I don't know who the Com-
munists are. And there seems

to be only one way to find out

that I know of—join up. But I

have never been a member,

and I don't expect to join up

just to find out who they are/'

.Q—What are your own per-

sonal political convictions?

A.—I have always been a nat-

ural democrat. I supported Es-
tes Kefauver and the liberal

wing of the Democratic Party
in Tennessee. I was influenced

by my religious background as
well as reading and studying.

Q-^What political figure could

you identify with the easiest?

A—None.
Q—Surely there could be

someone in whom you find

something that you admire po-

litically?

A—Well. I guess you could

say Jefferson. It's an inexact

tie. But I admired his creativ-

ity and imagination.

Q—What do you see as the

role of government?
A—This business of state's

rights just doesn't hold water.

It's romantic and unrealistic.

Rather I accept the responsi-

tlV^S^'ffll
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bility of the federal govern-

ment.

"The individual must be free.

The individual must be free to

be more creative. I believe fed-

eral aid to education is a free-

ing process in that it enables

the individual to develop his full

potential I support federal aid

to the arts since H would stim-

ulate creativity.

"I am for full equality of all

men and women. Everybody
should have the fullest oppor-

tunity. That doesn't mean ev-

erybody will take advantage of

the opportunity to the same ex-

tent—or can. But government
should assume the responsibil-

ity of helping everybody
achieve his fullest possible de-

velopment and thereby enable

them to make their maximum
contribution to society.

"Why say states? Why draw
the line there? Make it counties.

Make it townships."
Q—Then you believe the fed-

eral government is less restric-

tive than the st&tes?

A—The federal government

IS less restrictive than the

states. Otherwise, I would be

for state's rights. I am a prag-

matist at this point. I want to

depend on the unit that has the

power to give freedom. The fed-

eral government has this, and
I am going to rest my case

there.

"The government should free

people rather than restrict

them. I'm a good example of

what I believe in. I am general-

ly unrestricted. I am not going

to advocate what would restrict

me. I would be opposed to that

which tries to restrict me. I

support the federal government
because I want a creative so-

ciety. The people who are hos-

tile to the federal government
are people who don't want the

federal government to interfere

with them when they try to

make a conformist out oi every-

body.

"I want to be creative. That's

why I like Jefferson. This is
r'

what he stood for. This is what *

the Democratic Patty stands

for. m
"When I put people on thftl

Highlander staff, I turn them j
loose as long as they are dem-g
ocratic and respect the rights§
of others. I encourage them tof
be creative. Certainly they ax«|
within the confines of the High-|
lander policy v but they are al-J

lowed a maximum of flexibility?,

within that policy. Just like fa*
this country a maximum of£

flexibility is allowed within our*
framework. f

"I wouldn't say this if IJ
hadn't spent all my life trying]

to set people free. You can'ti

build on a very narrow frame-

1

work. You realize the impor-|

tance of other views. I mustn't*

let my liberty Impede someona*
else's liberty. Any right I have,$

anyone else has. I can't have H3
if I can't give it to you. It has3
to be built on a society of free?

men." *. -
"
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Explains ^ ^

Photograph
*r/' •*: r.-
Ifyles Horton gives tti>er-

sien of the origin of the evi-

dence used most frequently t>y

persons charging that Highland-
er is commumstieally oriented:

"The example used by most
groups to say we are Commu-
nist is a photograph taken at

our 25th anniversary in 1957.

A man introduced himself to

me as a free-lance writer from
the Caribbean and showed me
a letter to that effect.

"Actually he was a Commu-
nist newspaper worker from
THE DAILY WORKER (the of-

ficial newspaper of the Commu-
nist Party in the United States).

His name was Abner Berry.

The strange thing is he left the

party shortly thereafter and has
been unheard of ever since.

Strange conduct after being a

member of the party for years.

It suggests to me that he was
an agent of Marvin Griffin

(former governor of Georgia).

"It was at our 25th anniver-

sary meeting. A large number
of people turned out. Sandy
(A.A.) Liveright (who attended
the John's Island workshop) and
Joe (J. Arthur) Brown (presi-

dent of the South Carolina
NAA.CP) were also there.

"Interesting is the fact that
Abner Berry is squatting down
in the nir<iii»

i The photograph-
er was Ed Friend who said he
was a commercial photograph-

er. I asked him to take some
pictures for publicity purpo!

and so forth. |

"But he waited and wait**
Jand wafted. Then Berry came
"'—5. ^ere weren>t any chairs

left so he squatted down in the
front.

"Jt was obvious that the pho-

. ST.

tographer had been waiting for [asked about it at the time. The'

inf rf Z W
f
re ln

4l
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5
00

.

ts - a P"st time I ever saw them,

£! people noticed 't and
I they were together/' ^
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! Civil Rights

Official to

Speak Here [

ConradlBrowne, 1943 graduate

of Kalamazoo Collegeand asso-

ciatejdirector. of th£mkhl
EdUCaf

jfln P* 1* T?ACPa

m*TtnoxviITeZI^Bp., will speak

here "TuesSay and Wednesday.

The Knoxville center is a non-

profit training school for civil

rights workers, and target of

criticism by segregationist forc-

es in the South.

I Browne will address a public

'meeting at the Friends' Meet-

ing House, 508 Denner, at 8

Tuesday night. Sponsor of the

meeting is Concern, an inter-

national relations discussion

group interested in civil rights.

At 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Browne will speak at a board

meeting of the Council on Hu->

man Relations n FriendsJJmj-
ing House. }
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Highlander School

Set To Open Here
Charleston will be headquar-

ters for an extensive three-

month voter education workshop

series sponsored by the High-

lander Research and Education
Ce_nter this summer.

_._.lL".;£hn:er.: c: the center

here was announced yesterday

by Myles F. Horton, director of

Highlander.

The announcement came at

the dose ot a weekend meeting
of the 25-ro ember Highlander
board of directors at the center

in Knoxville, Tenn.
Ku.;\im said about 500 persons

from communities throughout

the South will attend the ses-

ijoiis iiej'e and return home to

ft

work in voter education

-"-ejects.

.

. CONSULTANTS

At least 45 special consultants

from such organizations at the

NAACP, the Student Non-Vio-

lent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), and the Conference of

Federated Organizations

(COFO) participated in work-
r.iiops during the past 11

months, Horton said.

Representatives from these

and other organizations will

serve as consultants in the work-

shops here, a Highlander official

said. * —

g

«-3fee'Kfev. C. Conrad Browne,

assistant director of theHigh-

laiiaer venter, said last mgrf

voter registration has been "ef-

fectively organized'' in Charles-

ton and that workers from oth-

er southern, states would come
here to study methods used,

"in order to be able to return

home with new ideas."

Mr. Browne stressed the con-

trast between this summer's
program and that conducted last

summer in Alabama and Mis-

sissippi when outside students

invaded those stages to aid in

voter registration drives.

GOING THING

Charleston was chosen for this

summer't workshop because,

said Mr. Browne, "Esau Jen-

kins' voter registration program
has developed into a going thing

and that grew out of the High-
lander Research Center some
year ago." •': -

Tw.

He emphasized the workshops
here will be held to educate re-

gistered voters in such areas as

[iow to choose candidates, study-

ing issues in an election and the

(]
proper exercise of rights and re-

sponsibilities as registered vot-

ers.

Mr. Browne ruled out the pos-

sibility of Highlander conduct-
ing voter^ registration drives

here this summer.

^Our charter allows m M
work with education programs

i only. We don't sponsor any ac-

tion programs of any type," he

said.

He said the workshops would

be coordinated here by Esau
Jenkins.

'

i

During the first week of thei

sessions scheduled to begin in

July activities will be held at.

the Progressive Club Center on
1 '

John's Island, Mr. Browne said.

In following weeks, workshops

will be held throughout the

county.

Horton said a recruiting pro-

gram for tht sessions here would

not be necessary.

WIDELY KNOWN

"We are so widely known In

Ok South that all we have to do
is let it be knowr we are having

workshops and we get more ap-

plications than we can handle,"

he said.

Horton said word about the

workshops is spread through

churches, civil rights organiza-

tions and by, former students

who have worked in the civil

rights movement.

I A report on Highlander activi-

Ities lor an 11 - month period
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ending yesterday showed the
center conducted 31 workshops

k which there were 2,481 parti'

cipants. Horton said an "over-

whelming majority" of the work-

shops dealt with voter registra-

tion and education.

Yesterday's announcement
was the third in less than one
month to focus major attention

in voter acitivity in South

Carolina.
,

James Farmer, national direc-

tor of the Congress of Racial

equality (CORE) launched a

statewide voter registration

campaign from Columbia on
May 2. CORE plans to use a
100-man task force to register

Negroes in the state.

CORE REJECTED

CORE'S entry into the state's

voter registration picture was
rejected by the Rev. I. DeQuin-

cy Newman, field secretary of
the South Carolina NAA'CP.

Mr, Newman has been quoted

as saying South Carolina Ne-
groes need no outside help inj
voter registration. I

Evidence of disagreement be-fl
tween" South Carolina NAACPl
officials and the national office*
became apparent earlier this

month however, with the an-
nouncement that about 1,200 vol-

unteers would enter Alabama,
Misssissippi and South Carolina

to work in voter registration

project* thii~iummt£.

i
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^Highlander

Probe Vote
A House resolution calling

for a second legislative inves-

tigation of Knoxville's High-
lander Research Center was
approved by the Senate yes-
terday.

The upper chamber ap-
proved the probe by a 24-3

vote with a minimum of de-
bate. The investigation will be
launched to determine if there
is "probable cause" to believe

Highlander is subversive.

THE CENTER was investi-

gated by the legislature in 1959

when it was located at Mont-
eagle and called the Highland-
er Folk School.

The center's state charter
was finally revoked on
grounds that beer was sold il-

legally. The name was
changed when the center
moved to Knoxville and a new
charter was obtained.

Sen. Fred Berry, R-Knox-
ville, sponsor of the resolution,

urged its passage, saying "the
Senate needs to stand up and
be counted on this matter.

"If what we hear about the
school is true, we should do
something about it," he said.

"If not, it should be erased."

EARLIER SEN. Jerry Agee,
D-Nashville, had read from
wh at he said was a 1957 Con-
gressional hearing about a

"Communist movement in the

Midsouth."

Agee said that some people
associated with Highlander

were mentioned in the report

as "possible Commtmists."
Many legislators have

warned that the investigation

will be a "witch-hunt," uncon-
stitutional, and "damaging to

the prestige of the legisla-

ture."

EARLIER THIS week the
American Civil Liberties

Union released a statement na- i

tionwide saying that such an
|

investigation "would seriously I

impair freedom of speech and
£

association. I

"Such an inquiry would have ;
a national impact by helping i

to revive the spirit of McCar- s

thyism in other states," the
statement said.

"This kind of legislative in-

vestigation committee smacks
of the McCarthy era when
such committees under the

guise of investigation engaged
in witch hunts in violation of

academic freedom, free

speech and association guar-
antees of the First Amend-
ment."
The Highlander center has

been the target of much criti-

cism in Tennessee for its repu-
tation as a training center for

civil rights workers.
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On 1/18/58

J, advised S
"cases ana one partial case o

I ')_ the County Rock Quarry located in the Penile Community of Franklin
County ,iTenn. He said that his investi gation had identified

two
been stolen from

y"~~*^

<&:

. li

subjects', aria that these three had been charged with house-
-;v;.;ing and larceny and possession of dynamite. They were
indicted by a special session of the Franklin County Grand Jury
on 1/15/58, and are to be tried in February, 1958.

newspapersreportedly had also rea< _ _

Negroes were at the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn. ,

where they were mixed with whites, and in conversation with other

two subjects wondered why this had not been given considerable
publicity.

^__^______ some dynamite
up the Highlander Folk School because of the mixing

of whites and Negroes at the school. The^J dynamite was found

\ packed in a ten gallon milk can, which had been found before

it could be used. /\^^

, ,/ 2 - Bureau ' V QTp O A/till „ /2- "^7^
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US. DEPARTMENT OF JU5TIC,

MtMlCMlOHS StCTlOK

MAR 16 1959 JT

TELETYPE

URGENT 5-16-59 11-29AM JB

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, KNOXVILLE

A FROM SAC, MEMPHIS 2P

PtlNSUB, BOMB THREAT UNSPECIFIED,. SCEQQL^EgEIVED BY

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE, TENN., MARCH TWELVE, FIFTYNI
mmtvris, '.1~rw*m

BOMBING MATTERS. | BY LETTER DATED MARCH THIRTEEN

LAST ADDRESSED TO FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, U. S. COURTHO

NASHVILLE, TENN., RECEIVED THIS DATE, ADVISED THAT HE RECEIVED

ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL EIGHT-THIRTY PM, MARCH TWELVE LAST. UNSUB

DESCRIBED AS MALE WITH ROUGH AND MAD VOICE, SAID HE WAS ON HIS

WAY TO GEORGIA FROM NASHVILLE. SAID QUOTE a|^Bn NOT WITH

VS. HE IS A COWARD. UNQUOTE. UNSUB THEN SAID SOMETHING^ ELSE*

ABOUT NASHVILLE WHICH fgg^ DID NOT UNDERSTAND AND THEN SAID

QUOTE, WHEN I COME BACK FROM GEORGIA IT WILL BE MORNING AND WE

WILL GET RID OF THE SCHOOL, BLOW IT OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH*"

IHm ADVISED THAT HE HAD LEARNED THERE WERE BUSES FROM BOTH

MEMPHIS AND NASHVILLE SCHEDULED TO STOP OVER IN MONTEAGE AT ABOUT ^*?C-
THE TIME THE CALL WAS RECEIVER A COPY OF THIS LETTER DESIGNATED

BY HIM QUOTE TENNESSEE BfJRpAU OF INVESTIGATION. UNQUOTE.

'rVALL INFORMATION OOmMMDdf \<p/ C~0
HFBFINKIINn ACQlCICn V^LdS ^ (HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 2
j
kfk W SftmJji

g^
P

\
Mr. Rosiffi

6 2 MAR zf1959

S3 MAR 17 1959



>c".:.-'j'^

•^•v^jr

jfc

*m M(^ RECEIVED.

f~-..-?*

MSI
£**:

PAGE TWO..mm |T£NN ( BUREAU OF CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION, WAS

ADVISED EIGHT FORTY AM TODAY. HE ADVISED HIS OFFICE CLOSED

DUE TO STATE HOLIDAY AND HE DOES NOT KNOW IF COPY OF LETTER

|^H STATES AS NO STATE LAV IN EFFECT RE BOMB

THREATS HE PLANS NO IMMEDIATE ACTION. CIC , NASHVILLE, TENN .,

ADVISED NTMF AM, tmcttamt T)ATr. LETT ERHEAD MEMO FOLLOWS.

ATLANTA ADVISED BY MAIL.

END AND ACK PLS..
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TO

FROM

Office Memorandum • united states government

Director, FBI (£l-75l3T DATE: 3-16-59.

to, Memphis (61-34) ---V/^' -: -'*> ; --'- * '/=,-.'. **.->- y-v --

SUBJECT: UNSUB; Bomb Threap Unspe cified School, -..

/ Received by^B^fcHI^Ht Highlander Folk
~&]ZS School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 3-12-59 .

BOMBING MATTERS

Remytel 3-16-59.'

Enclosed herewith is letterhead memorandum concerning
instant bomb threat. *.

f-e-*^ Bureau (Ends. 8)
1 - Atlanta (Encl. 1)
1 - Knoxville (Encl. 1)
1 - Memphis

% BN

LL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

. DATE-JMSLBY-^^W^

IS"?- VS.- 3s

fs
mm>

%
/^ 4f,*&

7MATf 25TS59 i'^.

» MAfl

1 '

<*"

o

*



i W"-fi}l.

.

-J>>-- i..> JtV—-.*- •/--. -W ^*4'«. UJtt- l-j-^.a-*^- "

.'i i Viw&<as4A*a& WJiii^

.

i.^'is.'ii.v^-V^^ :

*v ^Y-^-v

|t>"^*A in- »jjf

5? :;**.*;*J?

4
Untied Maim Bspsrttmttt «rf Itwfur*

Wthttul Surest* of Intiesifgaiiim

Memphis, Tennessee
..*.- v=r :.::V*v - March 16, .1959 •;> . -Xv.:.:;..,

RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; :" T

;
-

: ~ v" -

BOMB THREAT, UNSPECIFIED SCHOOL,
-RECEIVED BY MBMHHil HIGHLANDER -- - POLK SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE, TENN., 3/12/5§

4nc

On March 16, 1959, the following letter was - ,v-"v
received at the Nashville Resident Agents 1 Office, Federal
Bureau of Investigation, It was typed on the letterhead. .

' :

stationery of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee

"Maren. 13, 1959

"Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Courthouse
Nashville, Tennessee.

.

Dear Sir:

_. . J..... i.'/.M

.'""••*

M

.^
> r-,

I wish to report an anonymous telephone call made
to me around 8:30 p.m., March 12. A man's voice, rough'! -

and mad, said he was on hi s way to Georgia and that he
:hadbeen in Nashville and &KKttKKt0 Is not with us. He
is a coward'. 1 He said something else about Nashville

..which I* did not understand, and then said, 'When I come
back from Georgia it will be morning and we will get rid
of the school. Blow it off the face of the earth. 1

This morning I inquired at the Monteagle Bus
Station and was told that both a Memphis and a Nashville
bus were scheduled for a stopover at Monteagle around the
time the call was made, :

l

Sincerely yours,*-
:.«*:.

<#7c_

cc: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation

On March 16, 1959, at 8:40 a.m., ^_
Tennessee Bureau of Criminal Identification, Nashville

«1 INFORMATION CONTAINED

HLREiN IS UNCLASSIFIED N
157- ¥&- *-
ENCLOSURE
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Tennessee, advised Special AgentSB that his'
office was closed because of a State holiday and further that
he could take no immediate action as there^^ no present State
law relating to threats of . bombings, IB stated that while it

.ntended. a. "copy o^nE^-etter to go to .

iate organization, it may have been mis sent
Iress, stating there is a private detective -

agency in Nash\£Lle, Tennessee using the name Tennessee Bureau of ••

Investigation. w-

'

, .._
-

w „.::;... v >*-.... '•.
.-; .

On March 16, 1959*. at 9 a.m.,
111th CIC Detachment, Nashville, Tennessee, was advised
Special Agent J of the threat.

.

The foregoing is being submitted for your information
only and is not to be distributed outside your agency. .

jte^.*-**^

-2-
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FD-36 (R»y. 12-13-56)
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»;!' v.' V.-V^ FBI

Date: 9/6/63
Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL
(Type ja p/a»A te*f or eo<;e j

AIRMAIL

«.-, «V, -V
'*

«-.-:*-? -SI ,,

(Priority or Method of Mailing) *

TO:

FROM:

UNKNO
TELEPHO:

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, KNOXVILLE (157-36B)

JECT; ANONYM0US
TOl H|

IGHLANDEJHJESHEH^^
'TTCM IENTEK, KNOXVILLE.

TENNESSEE^ SEPTEMBER 6T.T9fi3 V

RACIAL MATTERS, BOMB THREAT

Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a letterheadmemorandum concerning captioned matter.
letterhead

er-

.-. ,»».•;-» -.« agencies.
Copies have been disseminated to local intelligence

K£fV9

UACB.
No investigation being conducted re bomb tirea

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ~ £
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

VME-Alm^BYSERj

•j
oo

o*
^v

3 - Bureau (Ei^-8)
1^- Knoxville

• SEP 9
T9&3

/bgc
'*t4> Agency G-2, ONI CSl^CRD

Kow For*,* a

Me Forw ^ -p""-

Approved:

^0/^ o

Special Agent in Charge
Sent M Per



In Reply, PZmm Rrf«r to

FUmNo.

UNV>ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDEHAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION

Knoxville, Tennessee
September 6, 1963

/-#r

^7^
UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ANONYMOUS
TET^PHONE CALL TO
fl I HIGHLANDER RESEARCH
AND EDUCATION CENTER, KNOXVILLE,
TENNESSEE, SEPTEMBER 6, 1963
RACIAL MATTERS - BOMB THREAT

>tember
, ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

": 56 PM,
-Highlander

Research am^ducatiW^SfllgP^jiverside Drive, Knoxville, Tenn.

,

had called g and advised that he had just re-
ceived an anonymous! telephone call from an individual who stated
that at 3:56 PM, September 6, 1963, a bomb would explode at his
institution, (stated that M §advised that he
considered this a noax call and expeefHn!oTeveT.opment inasmuch
as it was even then at the time of his call 3 • 56 PM. He remarked

only calling | » to get
the matter on record. ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

At 4:40 PM, on September 6, 1963, the above information
was furnished to Agent fl •iCG.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
tributed outside your agency.

-i

S*S8

swr
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mimm contained

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
r*.i.k-

DATE^2 kJsi_-BY_S]eS£
3T.
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