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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
November 4, 2016

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.
.
|
FOIPA Request No.: 1357830-000

Subject: RUSSELL, BERTRAND ARTHUR
WILLIAM

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 334 pages of previously processed documents
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge.

Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release.

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject,
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to — Work Process
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request
Number in your correspondence.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records
do, or do not, exist.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily
identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

DLl

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Records Management Division
Enclosure(s)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
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For the iniormation of recipients other than Hew York,
{he Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation, ilondon, England, in
hugust, 1266, originated the ideaz of holding g public irial to
{ry the President ¢f the U. &. and other U, 5, oificials for
var ecrimes committed in Vietnam, Various individuals, some with
comnunist backgrounds, have participated in working for and
supporting the plans of the tribumal. It appears that actually the
court is in the nature of a kangaroo court with its fina! judgment
Cormed at the time of its origin, IYf and when the tribunai
convenes, 1t will undoubiedliy be uzsed by the communists to attack
U, S, policles., The triasl was originally secheduled for March in
¥rance; however, France forbid any public trinl of this nature.
‘here or when the trial will be held is not known at this tire.
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Aiztel to BACs, New York

R72: PROPOSED WAR CRINES TRIBUNAL ORGANIZED
BY BERTRAND RUSSELL FOURDATION
1.ONDON, ERGLAND

1146.1562343

n;ropriate field office in onder to corroborate the fact that
the individus) has been comnected in some manner with the
pvcsoaed“tribunal Fach office should then prepare a suceinct,
crear and brief summary of informption concernimg the individual
1l eted for that office as indicated halow which can be
d.sseninated by the Buremu to key U, 8, Government offiecinls
and agenciea., The write-up on each imdividual should be
C¢x@fully.prepnred eliminating extrapeous data and not over
ore paragrnfﬁ“I“*Iéngfﬁ Include date and place of birth,
Al “fiet the office of origin in amy investization
in view of his position with CORZ, New York
i:: the moat logical office L .
Bufiles indicate that
Weshington, D, C., res BET :
Syringfield, nassachusatta. in October : :
Central Committee of SNOC, FEnclosed !br Boaton and New YOrk isg

|77

New York -H

Lcs Angeles -/Ralph Schoenmgéq

Ben Francisco -

Noewark - L7C

Allanta - Stokely Carmichael

Bazion -

The letterhead memoranda requested of recipients should
bear the same caption 6f this airtel and esch office should ‘subnit
ore letteFhakd mémorandum with nina coples which should include
tka wfﬁ:e—up‘: on all of the ingdi At

o L rifheft  intormation
hould be used az the predication jor ihe lelierhead
BUDED 4/24/67;M
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wWas borﬂ |at Chicage.
ldnoeds His oecunstion (8 theat of & nracticine atbns o
_ _ [of Angeies, ve Lifornia The Aprit l4uh,
19C7, issue of tne "Los Angeles Times™, Page 12, reflects an
articie capticned "US Bomps N, Vietn QF Civilians, Lawyer Says". b7c
The articie reflects that & Los Angeles attorney - ho

recently retvurned from Nerth Vietnam claims that fmericans are
* 5y Lemat; catiyg 2o deltberately hembine nmegitiontdnn reantops i f-hgre .

Ho aiostpd

|sent Lo Yietnam by the
IrLernatioral War crimes Triounal. He related the Tribunal is not
associated with any Governmenti and depends for much of its support
on tne Bertrand Russell Feace Foundaticn. Whils in Vietnam,[%%:::]
according tc the artvicle, mer with HZ CHT MINH, President of North
Vietnam. J3ocurces, whe bave furnished reliable information in the
past,; have zdvised jhas been a member of the National Lawyers
Guild since 195G, e nas acted as legal counsel to Communist
Party membsrs and sympathizers and has expressed opposition to the
House Committse on Un=fmerican Activities, the Smith Act, and the
Walter McCarran Act. During the pzast several years he has been
estremely active in participation in demonstraticns, speeches, and
teach-ins protesting the war ir Vietnam.

Ralph Benedek Schoenman, born October 16, 1935, at New
York; New York, is employed as Director of the Bertrand Russell
Peace Foundation, 3/4 Shavers Place, London, England. Fgﬁpéggédeﬁ__

10 - Bureau (RM) SECRETﬁ —
4 - Los Angeles (105-22080) GROU i m..\az_fn e
1:iggzggggi )bfc Excluped from éﬁﬁgha,ln\-ﬁm
1=100- 55602 . ’ down adigg aédw | -
JGb/pic _ ®ca$¥%§§%ﬁk“?‘ﬁjP



\ b

- ® L

FROPOSED WAR CRTMES TRIBUNAL
bRGﬁVIZFr BY B HTRHNF PQSZEL‘

d Gardens. London, %outhwesbs 7y England. The March
: “Time" Magazine, Page 21, Column 1, under
describes Schoenman ac 'a Brooklyn expatriate
nant of the Berirand Russell's ‘'betlter-Red-than-
o '. J'Phe December 1, 1966, edition of the
Trigune”, Europeam Zdition, Page 2, flects
d
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i FRus®ell's Secretary: Tribunal Vot Trlal"

oy Rmn elined Paris; November 30tn, setting forth
resdins view with Scheenman. Scheenman said he shuttles
be*wean L aris te get thinge set up for the {War Crimes)
T=ibunzl v Woro-, M
Hanol on Iuvpm“P"
Lervpth Lo Noewm
tnat o week afrer
*nd*”fe“ence o th
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e raed Juso returned from a trip to
s second in 1966, He said he spoke at
Pregident HO CHY MINH. It was noted
man's visit, Mr., HC dropped his earlier

nal and sent Lord RBussell pablice congratu-
Tribunal. A confidentiszl source abroad,
cenman was a founding memper of the Direct
Nacieap War, which was later o become

late 1965, re was reperted to be writing

. for dte part in tne Yistram uware,
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e PRI, It is the property of the FBI
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FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELEE (105~22730){RUC)

Al PROPOSED WAR CHIMES TRIBUNAL SR,
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FOUNDATION, LONDON, ENGLAND N R
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Enclosed herewlth for the Bureau are ten coples of
L. 1etterread_mxuznnn1§fn ldentifying and reflecting the associ-
gtion of d RALPH SCHOEMMAN with the War Crimes B7C
U'rlbunal.

It is noted a revl « TR 20 - EQqu'
Imafile 100-356028, entified ﬁ | sm-c®,” biC

'alled to corrchorate nncociation with the proposed
Var Crimes Tribunal. No Information was located in thls
regard except tnaﬁ__nhnzmaﬁion set forth 2» Burasn lefier of

A 7/6r {under th caption) frogul
bl
It 1e noted] [dld obiain a b7C
arasaport in March, 10075 and executed a afi'idavit reflecting

1@ would not engaye in prohibited travel, No information has
heen recelved indicating he left the country.
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LA 105-22080

In view ol the above, name 1s nol included b/
in the attached THM, In the event informatien is rogeived
reflecting his participation in Yar Crimes Tribunal activity
this will promptly be furnlished the Bureau,

b7C

ﬂa_The Bureau 1s aware, the names of
{Bufile 100-431372; Los Angeles file 100-55002)

and RALPH BENEDEFK SCHOENMAN (Buflls 100-430134; Los Angeles
file 120-63201) are all included on the Security Index of
the Los Angeles Office,
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-61745) DATE: 4/3/67
FROM: SA ch A0L [RFNAMATION CORTALILN JL,J
UREEIY T8 U‘JCLASS}.FLR‘)
SUBJECT: WOMEN STRIKE FOR PEACE (WSP) opato 3(;(202-3% 06 35&19”5'/ “
SOURCE ACTIVITY RECEIVED AGENT LOCATION
San Fernando  3/17/67  Writer L:\
Valley WSP TWR) b7l
meeting on
2/17/67.
Informant's report is quoted as follows:
b2
b7D
B
105-18410 100- 58371 RI-B)
100-69154 (TEACH-IN CAL STATE QGBP o
FULLERTON) 100-68155 B
5-12624 (NATIONAL STUDENTS 100-68283
ASSOCIATION) 100-59007 {CDT)
120-68845 (SOUTHERN CALIFORNIANS
__FOR NEW zgnzzriff) 100-50335 !
120-67042 100-56027
120-34639 1 100-68937 e SHOP)
120-64580 105-1848&|
100-45228 100-67508 (RI-B)
100-68891 ION COMMITTEE;
T0 _END _THE N VIET NAM)
100-67246 SI)
100-68320
100-49388 RI-B)
100-60978
100-640694
100-54001 |
100-21834 =
100-64567 (S1)
100-68415
100-66858 Ifcz)
105-2011
103-68853 TCUMMIITEE 10U DEFEND

GG3:LAL

(33)% Read byM




LA 100-61745

"Canoga Park
March 17, 1967

"The San Fernando Valley Women Strike for Peace held
a public meeting on 2/17/67 at the Van Nuys Women's Club at
! Yan Nuys. The guest speaker for the evening
was His topic was supposed to be 'Values,
Committment and the Draft.' The donation was $1.50 for adults
and $1.00 for students.

[

AShortly after 8:30 PM| hntroduced b7

|said he didn't want to speak on the Draft.
Fe said he n want to be responsible for klds refusing to go
into the Army or burning their draft cards because the conse-

uences were so great. Instead he spoke about the peace movement
and the role of New Politics in the coming elections.

bald that never before since the beginning of
she Vietnam War has thelr been so many people rising up against it.
He also claimed that never before has the peace movement been so
“ragmented. He said he spoke at a teach-in earlier that day at
Jal State at Fullerton. He said there were at least 15 tables
manned by 15 different organizations with peace literature on them.
e saild imagine the quandry that a newly awakened person would be
in if in attempting to learn more about the position of the peace
novement on Vietnam he picked up the literature from these tables.
tie sald these groups have varying lines on how to end the Vietnam
War (i.e. negotiate - immediate withdrawal - leave it to the U.N.)
He also sald there was literature on both sides of the Sino-Soviet
dispute. He sald that in order to be the most effectlive the peace
movement was going to have to find activities in which all of the
groups could work together. One activity that he suggested for the
S0. California area was bring the War Crimes Tribunal {sponsored
by the Bertrand Russell Foundation) to this area. He said that
those involved in the Tribunal would like to hold part of the pro-
ceedings in the United States.

|said that he did research for a couple of months b /©
digging up the facts that were used in the Ramparts article on the
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"TA and the National Students Association. Part of the research
was done in the files of the Internal Revenue Service in

Washington D.C. He said that we were going to hear a 1ot more
about the involvements of the CIA with tax free foundation, & laber
unions as well as other areas.

then got into the subjectrni_uncnminz_eleniinnf

and New PoITCICS. He said he'd like to see 570
1 _ [He said e
that he recently wrote a 10,000 word article on ROBERT KENNEDY for
Ramparts. He salid that he could have summarized the whole thing

in one sentence 'BOBBY KENNEDY'is chicken shit.' He said some of

the people in New Politics want to go with a candidate to the
Democratic Convention. He said he thinks that the only reason

that those disenchanted with the Democratic Party should go there

is with the idea of making a big commotion to disrupt it. He

said that New Politics in California is not progressing as well

ags it should because of arguments between the members of the
California Coordinating Committee for New Politics.

"During the question and answer period, SomeoTa_aaknd_____1
hy s running candidates against
d igg;g_gg_g;g%‘t know very much about the

]ocal school board race. said that i nii _fajix

to say that the decision to run candidates against | b7c
vvas made by the people in Southern Californians for New Politics.

e said he has been told that 3 or 4 in uals in SCNP took it
upon themselves to run a slate of four.if;ff:::]said that this
irasn't the way they did things in New Politics up North. He said

they have over a hundred people at their meetings and big decisions
are always made by the body.

Ihacked up — bioao on the SCNP slate
1idaTes. said he was a but he disagreed with
about disrupting the Democratic Conventlon. He thought the

delegates who were disenchanted with the Democratic Party ought
-0 go to the convention with a candidate to run against JOHNSON.

|1 introduced ol
sledged that he would do all in hIs power to help the Kids who wanted

- 3 -



LA 100-61745

"to avoid the draft. He said that he'd give the kids letters
tc take to the draft boards, he'd provide literature on how to
avoid the draft. He said kids interested in a letter or
literature could come to his office at 5552 Fulton Ave. - the
Dialogue Book Shop.

said she was algq al and agreed
with his description of BOBBY KENNEDY. said he used to
wirite for the Realist magazine and they were never interested in
documenting the material they printed. L7

said that there was literature available
on the tables and suggested that a pamphlet 'Uptight with the Draft’
wig especially good.

| | ISR s a New Politics group in the
valley argued wl bout the Southern Californians for
New Politics.

| was there with _ Jand

had gone to the Feb. 4-5th planning

neztj ing Mobllization Committee in San Francisco
vith She said that was still in
['CLA Medica enter where they have been giving him extensive tests
ta determine the cause of his paralysis. 170

id he think4 trouble is
nsychologica ecaus is working in an industry making war
material and he ngﬁer ears anything at home except violent anti-

war talk. hinks this conflict has caused the paralysis.

"The following people were among those present:




LA 100-61745

|_ , b7C

thnnatic)

I"'EEE_d.a'.Istributing leaflets on the
speech to be held Feb. 25. 1067
& sponsored Dy the Committee to Defend)

"

LCTION:

Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the
above and could add nothing further,

All necessary action in connection with this memo has
heen taken by the writer.

LNDEX :
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A confidential source who has furnished reliable

informatigp ipn the pasi advisedean Mau )t 1¢07 that Los Angeles
attorneys land are opresently in Stock- ..
holm, Sweden [or The purpose€ or avtending the Wapr Crimes Tri- f
bunal organized by the Bertrand Russell Foundation. This source
stated that will present evidence from North Vietnam teo
the Tribunal. He lapns to return to the United States on Sun-
day, May 7, 1967. according to this source will remain
in Stoekholm until at least May 14, 1267
| pornl I
ig an attornev with offices
Tocated oY) |
ané resides at both Los Angeles, Califer- b/C
nia. Sources WAoo Have Tl oaneg vyemablie information in the
25t ha a
[Southern

California District Communist Party (SCDCP) as late as 1965.
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PROPOSED WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL
ORGANIZED BY BERTRAND RUSSELL
FOUNDATION, LONDON, ENGLAND

During 1666 he financially supported and participated in act-
ivities of the Progressive Labor Party (PLP)(see appendix).
He continues to act as attorneyfar members of the CP and PLP.

was born at Chicago,
Illinais —HTArATmET IO o that of 2 and

o8 Angeies, Callfornia. Tne ApPril

T0th, 1067, ictued ol vne 'Los Angeles Times', Page 12, reflects
an article captioned "US BombeN. Vietnam Civilians, Lawyer Says'.
The article reflects that Hugh Manes, a Los Angeles attorney who
recently returned from North Vietnam claims that Americars are
"sratematically and deliberately bombing population centers' there.
He stated he visited North Vietnam from March 10, through March
31, as a member of a five man committee gent, to Vietnam by the
Internatiocnal War Crimes Tribunal. He related the Tribunal is
not asscociated with any Government and depends for much of its
sunport ertrand Russell Peace Foundatlion. While in
Vietnam, Iaccording to the article, met with HO CHI MINH,
Pregiden th Vietnam, Sources, Uhp=haxe.furnished reliab-
le information in the past, have advised has begn a mem-
ber of the National Lawyer Guild since 1THT. ie has acted as
legal counsel to CP members and sympatinizers and has expressed
oppogition to the House Committee on Un-American Activities,
the Smith Act and the Welter Mec Carran Act. During the past
gseveral years he has been extremely active in participation

in demonstrations, speeches, and teach-ins protesting the war
in Vietnam.

This docunent contains neither recommendations nor con-
clusions of the FBI. It is the propert: of the FBI and is loan-
ed to your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed
ocutside your agency.



APPENDIX
PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY

A source advised on April 20, 1965, that the
Progressive Labor Party (PLP) formerly known as the
Progressive Labor Movement (PLM)}, held its first national
convention April 15-18, 1965, at New York City, to ocrganize
zhe PLM into the PLP. The PLP will have as 1ts ultimate
nbjective the establishment of a militant working class
nmovement based on Marxism-Leninism.

The "New York Times", April 20, 1965, page 27,
~eported that a new party of "revolutionary socialism” was
formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the name of the
?LP. The PLP was described as an ouigrowth of the PLM.

Its officers were ldentifiled as Milton Rosen of New York,
President, and William Epton of New York and lcrt EZcheer of
S5an Francisco, Vice Presidents. A 20-member National
committee was eiected to direct the Party untll the next
convention.

According to the article, "The Progressive Laber
Movement was founded in 1952 by Mr. Rosen and Mr. Scheer
after they were expelled from the Communist Parity of the
Unitqd States for assertedly following the Chinese Communilst
1ine”.

The PLP publishes "Progressive Labor”, a bimonthly
magazine; 'Challenge", a biweekly New York City newspaper;
and "Spark'”, a west coast newspaper.

The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge”, page 6,
states that, "this paper is dedicated to fight for a new
way of 1lfe where the working men and women own and control
their homes, factories, the police, courts, and the entire
government on ecvery level."

The source advised that the PLP utlilizes the
address of Genersl Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn, New York,
but also utilizes an office in Room 622, 132 Nassau Street,
New York City, where the PLP publications are prepared.

APPENDIX
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This document contains neilther recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is tne property of the

FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents .-
are not to be distributed ovtside your agency.




per O6A fetd-doted :e/zqaz

AIRIE

BFov( f&ﬂ:’l nial
e 23

FROM: SAC,

CLASSIFIED BY NLS/O,,‘&--»‘C'%?.-‘.M&—
DECLASSIFY ON: 204 Lo i/0/67 .

FSe?762 |

AR HATL a2 REGIuTLiH;:D e
m?'"ﬂ /A [ )mu !ﬂﬂs We S c/ﬁs?-%”‘
2903 ELyfoA G ely) Z/;ff Joz

PPV c e,

DIRECTOR, ¥BI (10 ~156243)

108 z;-mz:ms {105-22080) (RUC)

- »
Lo v .
s e Tt T S U S

SUBJIOT:  PROPOSED WAR CRINMES TRIBUNAL

ORGANIZED BY BERTRAND RUSSELL
FOUNDATION, LONDON, ENGLAND

IS - IVETNAM
Be “urceau airtcl dated 4/10/07 and b1
gnd Los Angeles alrtel and LM dated b3

TN/ 00. =

Fneclosed hercwith for the Burean are_ten {10

5)

copices of @ tiry; The associalion of B8
and wiih the War Crimes Tribunal.
Nhe enelosed T3 9o plasad g ed -:'nrv‘)"ﬂ*‘l ‘;TJ‘E
-(gbfﬁ
The confidaniial cource reflerred to in_the
¢etagl who Jvrnished informetlon regarding
& as beins in Stockholm to attond rhs o yermees s
Tt T 5 was furniahﬁd_a_lsﬂronieall. to SA ? s
on 5/4/67) ig
) ) o
AL LAPILATION COFFAYNED P e
HERBLN ¢ LU ASSIFIED {/’ B
RLCHF T WHERK SHOWN Rt
OIBRRAISE ¥ }7
SN 3. - Bureau (Encls.Q){RIM) AT 3EARCHED —
_ {3~ Los Angeles i <
B INDEXED
& $ﬂ - 100=55602
; : {1 ~ 100-26091 LRIALIL 4-*
. :GD. b ; e t:“_EB
\(6} b7 ¥ ’,

&

© o S-a%030 M

A
-



5/Y7/67
ATRTEL ATR MAIL |
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (lOOnM31872)
FROM SAC, LOS ANGEIRS (100-55602) (C)
bC
SUBJECT & _
URJECL X - 0 A60 LNPORNATIOE GOLTALNED
' prdgIN IS UNCLASSIFIED et
00: Ios Angeles z:ar'ﬂ_wgz_ﬁﬁx:”?%{__w‘;} s/l
Qe 762
Remytel, dated 5/5/67, indicating in Stock-

hoim, Sweden, to present evidence obtalined

in North Vietnam b7C

to the International War Crimes Tribunal sponsored by the

Bertrand Russell Foundation; and my Airtels

travel of]

and letterhead

memoranda::fifij 1/12/67, and 4/13/67, relating to the foreign

For the Bureau's information ther
copies of a letterhead memorandum reporting
Stockholm, and his appearance at a meeting
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return from
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for Peace (WSFE), on 5/12/67, and on Television Station KTIV,
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The Bureau may wish to make one or more copies of

the enclosed letterhead memorandum available to legat,
London, as 1t contailns data relatinf:ff:fff Iondon bvased 70

Bertrand

Russell Poundation, and to activities in

Stockholm, Sweden.

An information copy is being furnished the San e

Francisco Division, as it contains data relating to a pro-

fessprt

1nith

o the University of California at Berkeley who was
in Cambodia and North Vietnam.

There has been no attempt tog characterize that

individual, or television personality in instant P/C

letierhead memorandun.

Instant let 8 randum ig clagsified "Con- b2
1" to protec ndl L sources of -

fidentia o
conbinuing value, designated e nd b
herein.
ADMINISTRATIVE

vho introduced at the meeting b7C
of the WSk, 5/12/07, 1s the subject of a Reserve index,

ection B card in the Los Angeles Division (Los Augeles file

S
100-5837

1, Bureau file 100-423782).
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b7C

cLCURITY MATTER - C

Reference is made to prior memcrenda relating to then7c
foreign travel of] | including those of January 12,

1967, and April 13, 19587.

_wag learned on May 14, 1967, from] fana b2
that |had rsturned from a trip fto Stockholm, Sweden,p7c

and appeared at an evening meeting of the Women Strike for
Peace {WSP) {wee appendix), held at the Encino Woman's Club,
o2l Paso Robles, Encino, California, on May 12, 1967.

as introduced byl lof the San 7
Fepnando valley Chapter of the WSP, woo accorgine tol — ] bic
had entertained |
for dinner in thel |[during the spring of 1965.

an zttorney with offices in Hollywood, b7C
California, sald he had been a member of an investigating team
to investigate the charges that U.S. aircraft were bombing
civilian targets and villages in North Vietnam, contrary fto
information emanating from the U,S., Department of State which
indicates that all bombing has been confined to military targets.

said his investigating team was the third such
team dispatched to North Vietnam, by the Berfrand Bussell b/C

Foundation of England. He said thatl
(phonetic ) |
California, scmeone from Paris, France, and two other in-

dividuals made up this team.

11 - Bureau (100-431872) (REGISTERED)
1 - San Francisco (REGISTERED) .
T - los Angeles W . ‘
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While on a plane en Jgaoube +o thejr Doy Tagh Apsctin-
ion it - tha e
was on e same are w B
|

was pleased to leam of their mission and he in-
vited them all to his palace, which they readily accepted.

49!

According td::::::]vWﬁje he and the other members .
of his investigating team were in Cambodia, there were severalb/C

"border incicdents'. Such incidents have become common dally
occurences, said.
The team, including visited many North b7C

Vietnamese villages where they personally observed evidence

of U,S, bombings. He saw and took photographs of bomb craters,
vietims of anii-personnel bombs, etc. He brought with him, to
this WSP? meeting, a baseball-sized bomb, which he said was one
of many such bombs which were encased in huge canisters. Upon
impact these canisters burst and the individual bombs con-
tained within also burst, spreading lethal splinters of metal
over wide areas, He told of various women and children he had
personally observed Lzaring the scars of the splinters from
these anti-personnel bombs. He told of the bombing of rice

fields, where children were collecting rice, bombed
"seminary" where a lot of nuns were staying.[::f:ffjiaid he b/C
interviewed two of the nuns who escaped from this 'seminary'.
He reported they asked that he return to the U.S, and ask the

question, "How could the Americans ever believe a seminary
could be a military target?"

He described a small Vietnamese village, Iam Pay
(phonetic), with only 70 to 80 huts "which was 'nowheresville'".
He went on to say that this village was far from anything deal-
irg with the military, and yet it had been bombed with anti-
personnel bombs.

He gave a vivid oral description, and showed photo-
graphs of Ngrih Viefnamese persons burned with napalm.
According ¢ there is no antidote to stop such burning;
and, 1ln fact, persons so burned often have thelr bodies smoke
and burrn for as much as a month after the original contact

with napalm.
s
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said that our only reason for using this P/
horrible weapon of burning destruction was 'we are fighting
communists". He then referred to several bulletin boards
about two feet by three feet in size, each of which was conm-
pletely covered with photographs, which individually were
approximately five inches by eight inches in size. He said
"Most of the individuals you see pictured here are communists,
bul you have to remember that they are alsoc human beings, made
of flesh and blood, and that napalm hurts them just like it
would any other human being."

biC

While in North Vietnam, sald he was taken to
a hospital. He asked hils guide why there was noc evidence on
the outside of the hospital, such as a huge painted red cross,
to indicate that it was a shopital. His guide replied that
long ago the North Viethamese learned not to mark thelr hos-
pitals in such fashion as the Americans immediately designated
such buildings as their next "military" target.

did not indicate if he had visited South B
Vietnam, dut he did say that he had interviewed mahy refugees
from South Vietnam in North Vietham. Some of these refugees
told him they had been imprisoned and tortured by Diem.

Followi he completion of his investigations in B7C
North Vietnamjﬁ:i;fggaid he traveled to Stockholm, Sweden,
where he presente is evidence, photographs, and the results
of his interviews to the War Crimes Tribunal set up under the
sponsorship of the Bertrand Russell Foundation. He saild the
Tribunal found his evidence corroborated that of the other in-
vestigating teams; that the U.S5, is the aggressor, and ls
gullty of using napalm and anti-personnel bombs on villages

and non-military targets.

bL7¢
said, "The United States Government lies to
us daily as to what is really happening in Vietnam."
During the question and answer periocd, was R7C

asked whether or not the Russians were sending milltary aid
£t0o North Vietnam. He answered that on a dally basis they saw
Soviet convoys driving into North Vietnam "bumper to bumper",
loaded with military supplies and provisions,

CON}%DENTIAL
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He was asked what he thought were the chances that
Red China would enter the fighting. He answered that it had
ot been his Jot to ask questions concerning China, the USSR,
their ideological split, or other such questionsi but that in
talking with different persons in North Vietnam they volun-
teered the information that if Hanol proper is bombed, or if
U.S. bombers drop their bomb loads north of the 17th Parailel,
it will be unnecessary for the North Vietnamese to request
military aid from China, as she would have already begun to
fight.

was asked what the thought the public could do
t> show itgopposition to the American position in Vietnam. He
answered, we have demonstrated everywhere, and after each
large or major demonsctration, the U.S, has just escalated the
war that much more. He sald he felt an effective thing to do
was to refuse to pay the ten per cent Federal Excise Tax on
o'1r telephone bills. He said that this causes both the tele-
piione companles and the federal government so much trouble and
so much expense that it 1s quite considerable and thus quite
efective.

He also mentioned that does
not pay 50 per cent of her income taxes, as she rigures that
percentage of the tax dollar is spent for military purposes.

"or", he said, "you can do what I am doing; and
that is not work quite so hard, and thus not earn guite so
much; and then there will be that much less on which you pay
taxes. If we have to continue to demonstration, we should do
so at the such places as Dow Chemical Plant, where the
munitions are being manufactured."”

According to seid that he was in
Cambodia on March 5, 1967: and that he spent three weeks in
Hanol while on this lnvestigating mission.

It was announced that he was to appear on the

|Television Show, Sunday, May 14, 1967.

| reported that did appear on the
Television Show, broadcast from Televislon Station

CONg*%?NTIAL
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KTTV, Channel Angeles, 10:30 p.m., on Sunday night,
oy 14 1967. introduced him as a Los Angeles lawyer.

b7C
I reported that he had testified before the
Bertrand Russell War Crimes Tribunal in Stockholm, which was
not a trial, but merely an investigation of American conduct

in Vietnam. There were no Judges, as svch, but a panel of
experts, including some Americans.

said he testified to what he saw in Hanoi, bL7C
and in five different North Vietnamese provinces. He said,

"I saw the effects of our bombing of military targets and
civilian populations. More significantly, I testified to

the immoral and illegal nature of the action in Vietnam of
this government; and [ testified that as a result of not only
ny obsevvatlong, but also my studies as a lawyer, that our

country is wirong in Vietnam and is defying its constltutlon.

asked why other Americans did not

before the Tribunal to present the American position.

said the Tribunal did not want to be blamed or held respons-
ible for any unauthorized person purporting to represent the
American position.

then said that evidently the Tribunal wanted

to hold a trial and condemn the U,S, aid "We never said
e were going to have a trial or that we were going to condemn
the United States. The United States has condemned itself by
its ovm actions and has been condemned by press accounts of
.5, action in Vietnam; the napalming of kids, the murder of
vormen and children, the use of anuiﬁgersonnel bombs, and the
Tact that we are in that country illegally.”

asked, "Do you believe the U.S. napaimed
innocent women and children intentionally?"

|answered, "I certainly do!"

then seid,; "Would you like to explain why you
say Americe 18 1ntentlonallv doing this to women and children?"

said, "Napalm is designed not just to kill
peonle., It is designed to torture them. The very nature of

CONF;&?FTIAL
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"the device and the very nature of the wound it causes are
tortures, The agony people live with the rest of their lives
when they are struck by napalm is Jjust plain torture, It
defies the concepts of the rules of warfare, Apart from that,
when you use anti-personnel bombs from the sky, you intend fo
kill people whether you are aiming at military targets or
aiming %o brlng the government to the ccnference tables into
submission,”

said he felt that Ho Chi Minh was equally
responsible for the carnage, —

countered, "I'm suggesting that we are an
aggressor: thst we have no business being in Vietnam; that we
are in definance of ithe constitutional laws of our country, and
that as long as we are in that posture, there is only one thing
for us to do, Get out! There is nothing to negotiatel™

asked ifl suggested.that the U,S.
guilty of gemocide. | [said he aid. asked isz:_|
icn © jo¥ 1o

would agree that genocide was the deliberate annihilati

onereanle by another, greed. The again asked
i honestly felt e U.,8. was engaged in genoclde.
angwered, "T'm saying that we dropped, in e

1966, according to 638 thousand tons of bombs in
Vietnam; more than we dropped in the whole Pacific theater.
In cne province we dropped two bombs for every Vietnamese,
That's what I call genocidel"

then asked, "They you feel this is a deliberate
war to wipe out a certain race of people?”

keplied, "This war gives the Vietnamsse two
choices; elther surrender or face extermination,” aid .-,

the majcrity of people in Vietnam support the National Liber- bre
ation Front, and that it could not exist for two minutes, let
alone two years, without the support of the majority of the
people.

When asked to compare the crimes of the U.S. in
Vietnam with those of the Nazis during and prior to World

CONETRENTTAT
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War IT, szid he felt the U.S. was guilty of far greater
crimes,

ked how he financed his trips to Hanoi and
Stockholm, said that all his expenses were pald for by
the War Crimes Tribunal,

BiC
In clesing this portion of his televislion program,
[::::::]indicated he felt this was guch a controversial topic

that he would try and arrange for to apprear at greater
length in the near future,

This document contains neither recoumendations nor
conclusions of the FLI, It is the property of the FBI and is
locaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to bhe dis-
tributed outside your agency.
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE
WOMEN STRIKE FOR PEACE,
Also Known As
Women's International Strike for Peace

A source advised on May 17, 1966, that the Women
Striks for Peace (WSP) in the Southern California area began
its operations 1n the late fall of 1961, as an affillate
of the national organlization formed in Washington, D.C. It
is : peace oriented women's organlzation which is opposed
to the present Amerilican foreign policy in Vietnam and the
Dominican Republic. It has also sought legislation which would
brirg about the abolition of the House Committee on Un-American
Activities (HCUA). 1In recent months the organization has
sponsored demonstrations protesting the United States involve-
ment. in Vietnam and calling for the complete wlthdrawal of
all United States troops from Vietnam. In the spring of 1966,
it was instrumental 1n originating and putting into effect
a cazmpalgn advocating support for 'peace candidates" in the
upcoming 1966 Congressional elections.

The same source stated that WSP is a non-membership
orgenlization and has no officers. The organization is open
to waomen of all political opinions who are interested in world
peace, It makes no effort to exclude from 1ts activities
members of, or persons sympathetlic to, the Communist Party and
related groups.

The gulding force behind the Southern California
WSP groups 1s MARY CLARKE. A second source advised in July
19543, that CLARKE was dropped from the Western Division; Los
Angeles County Communist Party (LACCP) in the Spring of 1955,
for personal reasons and not because of any political differences
with the LACCP.

The first source advised that Southern California
WSP raintains its office at 2308 Clyde Street, Los Angeles.

It recelves mail through Post 0ffice Box 19737, Los Angeles
19, CGalifornia.

APPENDIX
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FOUNDATICON BULLETIN FPebruary 1, 1967.
published by the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation

John Gerassi,

~ A

Chalrman

Rusgell Stetler,
Exzecublve Secretary.

Cnece agaln, theise has been considarsble speculation on the
questilon of pezce Htaiks and possibie rﬁTleau1¢ws to end the
Vietnam war., In this context, we fesl thaet Lord Ruszell's
analysis of the axguments {or a negotLated settlement as
opposed to the withirsewsl of U, S, troops from Vietnam 1s
e2specially relsvant.,

By way of introduction, we Wish to point out that the
Vi.etnawmese point of view on this guestion iz not as
inscrutable" as various Wesbtern commentators nave.made it
ot to bhe. If we were to belleve the news analysts and
self-proctaimed experts, it would appear that the position
oY The North Vietnamese Governmenft 1s ever changing. Ivery
preclamatlon of the Four and Filve Polnts 1s treated as some-
thing new. Much attenftion is pald every inflection in the
diplomat's speech as he reads the words which have been a
matter of public record fovr many months, Moreover, many
iaterpretations are offered to show that the North Vietnamese
Government 1s more williing %o negotiste (or "more reasonable"
or simply "weaker") thzn the National Liberation Front of
South Vietnam; or, occaslonally, vice versa, Our view rejects
sach speculation. We have discussed this question with leaders
of the North Vietnamese Government (DRV) and of the National
Liberation Front {NLF), and we remaln convinced that there is
no hidden subtlety to the Four and Five Poinhs. (These
documents, as well as all obther English language documants and
publications ©of the NLF and DRV, are available from the U, g,
Opmmittee to Ald the NILF, Eox C, 014 Chelsea Station, New York,
N. ¥, 10011.,) As they have made clear time and again, the
Vietnamese demand concrefe indications that the U, S, is willing
to withdraw its troops. There can be no negotiations while the
U, 5. continues to bhomb North Vietnam, to cceupy South Vietnam,
and, indeed, to escalate both operations.



NEGOTIATIONo OR WITHDRAWAL - WHICH WAY TO
‘PEACE, IN VIFTNAM° = .

By Bertraﬂd Russell O M.,F R.S.

Over many years I have tried to alert peopla to.the ag- .
gressive nature of the war waged hy the United States in
Vietnam, Western propaganda had conditioned people to "
the view that any armed resistance to the Governments in
power could only be suoversion engineered by outside )
Communist powers. . Thils rationale for Western puppet re- .
gimes 1in impoverished countries basmaffected preofoundly
the antl-war movement itself. Peace News was among those
attacking me for advancirg the view that the National
Liberation Front was a brcadly tased popular resistance
rooted in Viﬂtnameoe conditions and. enjo;¢ng tke widest
support, - D :

At first it was said that the Diem Government was a legl-
timate Government threatened by rerellion. When American
troopp tegan to pour into the country they were designated
as "advisors" When napalm was used against the country-
side by U.S, pilotu the fact was first denled and later ..
sald to ve thé resporisibility of %Hhe Saigoen Government '
The New York Timss wrote in a leader that U.S, "advisors"
opposed the use of napalm but could do no more than "ad-
vise" "their alliés in Salgon, -The-chemicals were at first
denled and then said to be "defoliants" no .mére harmful
than weed-killers,: When the chemicals werelrevealod to
be deadly toc human’life, indeed new compounds causing par-
alysis, convulsilons, blindness and lingering death, the
pretence ceased and capticns began to appear such as
this: Smoking out -the Vietcong, phosphorus, more deadly
than gas" (New week) N :

Gas was 1ntroduced on a wide scale. This wa first denied.
Then 1t was said to be no more than "tear gas". Now 1t -
1s descriked by McNamara as & "tasilec weapon. for U.s. for-
ces In Vietnam", ZFRombtardment was first gald to be di-
rected only at "military targets”. Now hospiltals, schools,
sanatoria are bomted and U,S, officlals state that "there
1s no cfficial ruling against the-bombing-of hospitals",

At The Time of the Bay of Tonkin, the U.S,. claimed to

have teen "attacked" Tty a North Vietnamese patrol boab.
Johnson had sald "There 1is no intention to bomb the North",
Shortly aftzrward sporadie bgmbing began; now the bombing
exceeds tonnages used during . World War Two and. the
Korean War and approaches Hiroshimu proportioos 3,000,000
pounds bombs fall daily oanietnam Lo '
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This 1s the essential background to any under-
standing of the cholce befcre us with respect to
Vietnam., Many in the peace_movement think the Viet- .
namese unwise or unreasonably stubborn for refusing
to negotiate with the United States. The prolonga-
tion of the war 1s made the_responsibility of the
Vietnamese on the ground that American forces can
not be defeated and, therefore, only negotiations |
provide a sclution, It 1s usually added that the
"real Interests™ of the Vietnamege lle in azccepting
U.S, demands for talks.

Superficially, this argument may seem compelling o
a peace movement for whom words such as "cease-fire”,
"compromise", "negotlatlions" and "peaceful settlement”
have a familiar ring. When examined, however, the
argument disintegrates,

To demand of the Vietnamese that they negotiate with
the United States 1s to treat equally.the victim and
the attacker., This can be clearly seen-1f we ask
ourselves whether such a demand to the Poles or Nor-
weglans would have seemed Just affer the Nazi atfack
on thelr countries.

Quite appart from thls basic issue: the right to self-
determination, there is the history of the particular
struggle in Vietnam. Negotbtlatlons already took place
- in 1954, The ‘Vietnamese had defeated French N
colonlalsim after nilne years of bltter struggle during
which eighty per cent of the French colonial war was
financed by the United States. Because of thelr rew
lief that the Geneva Agreements provided for fair
elections, non-interventlon on the part of foreign
powers and eventual unificatlon through mutual consent,
the Vietnamese agreed to divide Vietnam into Nerth -
and South under the rule of the former French puppet
Emperor Bao Dal, : ¥ -

Shortly afterwards, Eilsenhower stated that anyone who
knew anytining aboubt Vietnamese affairs knew that Ho-
Chl Minh would receive at least four out of five votes
in a fair election, The elections were. obstructed -
and the United States set up a regime in the South
under the control of American officers.posing as ad-,
visors., They selected former police spies of the
French occupatlon army who were hated and despised -
by the population, Nzo Dinh Diem, a wealthy Catholir
landowner from the North, was installed in power. .
The elections agreed in the negotiated settlements of



of 1954 at Geneva were never held, U.S, officers and
troops began to pour into South Vietnam 1n what came to
be known as America's "secret war", Hundreds of thou-
sands of Vietnamese were killed. Over eight million
people were placed in forced-~labour camps characterised
by barbed-wire, torture and starvation, ‘

It must never be forgotten that all this took place .
BEFORE any fighting broke out., More Vietramese died be~ .-
tween 1954 and_1960_than since 1960 when the resistance

of the National Libveratlon Front began 1in response %o

this horror, : ; ' e o

Six years after the Geneve Agreements the resistance

of the Natlonal Literation Front began PRECISELY be-
cause the negoftiated settlement had been degiroyed by
the United States, The critical artlicle of those agree- .
ments was the absence of foreign troops, notably those . -
of the great powers, ' ;

It should be atundantly clear that the very presence of
the 'United States' ftroops in Vietnam is the grossest
violatlon of painfully negotiated agreements, To ask
the Vietnamese now after twelve years of torment to
negotiate about The violated negetiations while the vio-
lation contlnues 1s to insult them, '

Those who ask negotlations also overlook the illegality
of the present Saigon reglme under the terms of Geneva
for those terms preclude any Government in the South,
Elections were to have provided unification.

Until April, 1965, United States authoritles sald they
would nevey negotiate, They repudiated the North Viet-
namese offer to talk in Rangoon in 1964, Only after the
bombing of the North went unresisted by the Soviet Union
- and unoppesed by Western Governments did the U.S. offer
to negotiate on the basis of excluding the National
Liberation Front which administer 75 per cent of the
country and 80 per vent of the population in South Vietnam.
The Salgon regime was to be a principal.. What kind of
offer 1s this? Hltler offered better terms to Churchill
during the Blitz for hé did not suggest that 0swald
Mosely should be a principal while Churchill was ex-
¢luded nor were there hundreds of thousands of German
troops 1n.thé South of England, g S

. Each fpfféf?”of negctiatibﬁs“by the Americans has been
accompanled In strlct counterpoint by vast troop in-
¢rease, The flrst Amerlcan proposal for talks was made
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days before the anmouncement that. 3Q0,000 troops were 1n—-
tended for Vitnam. The clear ang . unmistaxable pattern . ..
of this decdeit 1s ‘that the’ offers are blinds to. hide-major
escalation, Each decisive increasSe in American vio-
lance has been preeeded by.such, an, offer to negofiate.,-

What-this® means is that each demand from Western peace -
grovps for- "peace'" or negotiations adfances the cause
of the American aggression for it supports the rationale
of the U,S. attack, It equates the Vietnamese with the
Amarican attac«er. It Implicitly sanctlions the- legiti-
masy of the Saigon puppet regime in any settlement and .

it places the Western peace groups, unwittlnaly, .in the
position of repudiating the . Geneva agreements, - Those
Agreements are unmietakable‘ they call.for the absence
of foreign troops. Lastly, such demand for negotiations
and peace in Vietnam asks the Vlietnamese who have teen
betrayed twice to ignore twznty years of bleod and. death
resulting from those betrayals and once more to enter
talkis with the forelgn army in coeupatron. No European
nation occupied by Hitler considered such a .course; those
who made peace- with Hitler were despised as. Qpisllngs and
gualeiters, - -+ i _ ; ;

A1l thils 1is further underlined by the. repeated United.
States declarations that the U.3. will never: wlthdraw her
troops-from the South of Vietnam. It . is worth noting that.
the Korean agreements were sigried in 1953 but thirteen years
later South Korea 1s STILL occupled by American forces.
Chira and the United States have talked in Warsaw since 1950
%baut the future of Taxwah. but u. Bis troops st1ll occupy. '
a i_wan.

I w! sh to return now to the actual eufferings of the V et—
namése .- ‘They have borne foreign Anvasion, they have had.their
country used as ‘an experimeutal Jdaboratory for -poisen’ ohemi—
cals, po¥son gas: ‘and they. have endured concentration oamps
holdlng elght million~peop1e ir which ‘mass burials oceured,
Vast tohnages have destroyed tbe countr.dJ ‘hospitals, schdols’
and sanatoria: have’ ‘Leeh bthpe rock- strafed and set on fnre.
Desplife the.enormous: foree of the dargest, militaxry powsr on-
earth, the.Vietnamese Have remained ursubdued. Yet, Western
peace groups. demand- that” they atcept tne invader: who has ‘done
all this and negotiate on his Yerms. The lmpoverished pea-
santi, strugzling heroically for.his. land and.survival is
quated with the napalm and miss)le. tearing . eolossus attacking
him. These. are the very demands whieh were.g¢orned conbemp--
tuously by the British Jovérnment Juring the blitz, No cne
gdar¢d ask the Pree French Maguls or the Norweglan resistance
to negotlate with Hitler, under clrcumstances less arduous than
those of Vietnam.



The United States has made it cleaxr now to all that 1t
intends to occupy Vietnam. If years ago it was possible
for Western pe€ace movements to attack those of us who
pointed this out, it:is no lonfer possible today. The
evidence is- pa:nfully clear, If we permit the demand for
negotiations to continue,.we are permitting the wvery CON-
CEPTION of negotiated settlements to be served a death-
blow, Thils will mean that any negotiated settlement can
be violated with impunity. The second step will be the.
opposite of the agreed cettlement imposed by force, The
third step will be a -demand by the party violating the
agreement in thils way that new negotiations should occur,
The demand for new negotiations would serve to legiltimise
the original violation of the first settlement. Finally,
"peace” groups will echo the cynic al dewand fo" new
'negotiations. .

In this ‘way the peaoe movement will dQStIOJ, urvittingly,
the possibility of negotiations among netions as it ap-
proves a terrible deception and allows 1t to. become the
rule in internationgl relatlons.

Solldarity with the Vietnamese resistanca is'more than
support for the vietim against the agressor. It is more,
even, than identificaticn with a heroic people who endure
more than words can convey and overcome more than Wes-
terners can begin to comprehend. It is not only acknow-
ledgement of ~the right of one side and the undeniable
wrong of the other, .If. .goes further than a.stand compar-
able to support: of . oppres*ed peoples: against Hitler, It
1s, pre-eminently,-a de;orce of international law, of
negotiations and agrepments between nations such as

thoze solemnly- arrived at by the powers in Geneva in

195

Words can be misleading. The peace movement through the
advocacy of negetlatlons in Vletnam has harmed the cause
1t purports to promote. There 1s no alternative to
examining the social . forces behind events, the history

of a paruicular conflict and“the actual behaviour and
political role of the'combatarts. In the last analysis, -
the peace mOVement 1tself will be in-jeopardy if it ab-
dicates 1ts elementary respoﬁsibillty to speak the truth
about the war in Vietnam, however unpalatable that truth
is to Western Govarrments,_large finance and the military
power of the ?entagon. ‘

We must side with the Vietnamnqe w*o defend eve y value
whilch the peace. movetient has espoused abstractly. The
end cf the war in Vietnam will depend on our oapacity



to sbeak and acc clear*y, alerting pePple 6. its orlgins
and notive forece, When peorle In . Bri+ain and America op= -
pose Johnson. effective]y, then_ and on]y then will the war -
end. No olher sclution 1s possible even if the Vietnamese
would listen.to the immoral advice tendered them by well-
meening but confused people in the'Weste"Their experlence
tells them they can never follow such advice. Thelir re-
sistance 1s a cri de coeur to our own consciences, our -
intellectual clarity and cur. selfarespect :

RelentLessly, the United Sfdtes extends itvs present ag-
gression. Phailand is even more an accupied -country than
Vietnam in 1964, Giant bases are under construction aimed .
at China., ‘:If we rally to suppcrt the Vieueamese everywhere,
if the Soviet Unlon .acts now by makirg its air force avall-
able to defend Vigtnam over her terrisory fhere is hoge of
forestalling the eévident American de*ermiratlon t0 piunge

us into world war. This 1s The measure of our responsibi-
113y to see events clearly and to act in accordance with
our und rstanding. .

Tre fo]lowing statement wau delivered by ‘Stéekely Car-
micaael, Chairman of S,N.C,C, 'and a member of the In-
ternational War Crimee Trirucal, cn a recent vigit to
Pverto Rico. The speech was given in Spanish.

MESSAGE 0 THE PUEFTO RICAN PEOPLE
f BY Stokely Carmicheel

"Brot ers of Puerto Rico-

) "I hardly know “the qpanisn 1anguage, but I mould
liks to say a few.words in your laﬁguage.. To. affirm ard
culbivate one's own 1a1guagc is:'a hecessary, etep 1n the
struggie Ior liberatlen and se f determinatienq

ny appreciate the Invitation’ extendedvtﬁ me 'ty fhe .
people of Puerto Roco through the Movement for Independance
and the University Fedex aticn for Indopencence, I bring
you the wa*meet greetzﬁvs D eolidari 3w frcm my. orgaananf
tion - the Student. Nonviol ent ”or:dineting Cepmittee - and

the Afro-Ame¥ican people in their st
and Black Power, o struggle for liberabion

"We feel that there 1s a close relatiorship between our
truggle for Black Pcwer and your struggle for independence,
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Blag& Power meané for us liberation from oppression by
the raclst’white power structure:of: the United. States,

I means that we willl ‘control .our .own Afro-Amerlgan
communities, That we will direct .our own: affairs.. That
we will have power in the political and economic arenas,u
In the same way, independence for you means to direct

and control your own-lives and the wealth cf your coun-
try, now controlled by a foreign power - the United States-
and its Uncle Toms here, Our people are a colony within
_the Unifted States, you are a colony outside the United
States. Lo . -7 -._ ' . R

' ”Brothefs, we ‘sée cur’ struggle linked to the .
struggles of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latln Am=
erica against’ ereigr oppression, particularly by the
Unlted States, 'We all have the same enemy., For this
reason, we strongly support your Just struggle for inde-
pendence, "For this reason we support all peoples who are
struggling for self-determination. - , : ‘

"The Vietnamese: peoplé aré today suffering in a
brutal war. To conduct that wary the.: American Army takes
advantage of the Afro-American masses. : It uses them to .
fight our own- hrothers, It‘tells us that we - are. going Yo
fight for a so-called "democracy", bubt>we know the hy-.
pocrisy of that c¢laim. We: know, 1n our flesh.and in our
blood, what "Amerlcan demecracy" means. For this reason
we are absolutely opposed ~ I repeat, absolutely - to the
drafting of young Afrc-Americans and the drafting of young
Puerto Ricans and of young people of any nationallty who
are oppressed like us, If-we dre to fight, we will fight -
but in our own counfry, to liberate our: people. C

"Brothers of’ Puerto Rico, let us: unite to achieve
our goals, The forceés of oppression, although very po-
werful, are only a wminority compared té the power which
all the oppreéssed of the world can wield We shall de-.
stroy those forces, Let's gol" ; :

Please send one gift subscription to the FOUNDATION
BULLnTIN to. ' .

" NAME

ADDRESS

I enclose $ (five or more) to cover the costs.
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Christopher Koch, former Program Director for Radio Station
WBAI, was one of the first Americans to visit North Vietnam
after the bhombing had begun. He now teaches literature ab
Bernlngton College where the following article was first clr-
culased, .

IN SUPPORT OF THE WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL
' By Ckristopher Koch

Someosne recently cilrculated information on Bertrand Russellls
"Wer Crimes Tribunal." I would like to comment on one as-
pect of that complicated poliltical Tribupal as it affects us,

As T began to prote my own current reactlons to the war in
Vietnam, I recalled the words of a cc¢nservative zcademic scho-
lar during anether difficult poiltlcal situaficn -- fhe
Spanish Civil War. His reaction came finally during an
academlc ceremony at the University of Salamanca, General
Millan Astray, the maimed leader of the Spanish Foreign Legicn,
had just spoken hysterically in favor of the fascist cause,
and his 'iron men" in the audience had screamed back his
battle cry, "Long live death!" Then fragile {almost ‘trans-
lucent ) Senor Unamuno, who had nct suppsrted the loyalists,
roge and sald: "At times to be silent is to lie, TFor sllence
can be Interpreted as acqulescence, I could not survive a
divorce between my consclence and my word,"

Nor can we,

Our country proudly announced in July that we had destroyed
59,C00 acres of crops In Vietnam in six months -- an eight
fold Increase over the zverage of the previous four years.
Thus, even 1n the unlikely event that our technology will not
allgw us to increase that filgure, we are now going %o des-
troy 120,000 acres of crops a year for as long as the war .
contlnues in a part of the world that has always known hunger,
(New York Times, 7/26/66) ‘

The chemlcals, descrlbed as harmless by the Pentagon, are so
potent that if borne by the wind they can kill plants 15 miles
fror the spraying point, (N.Y.T., 7/26/66) The same chemi-
cals were accldentally sprayed on Argyle, Mlinnesota, on

July 8, 1966, and because the town found them "guite lethal,"
children and old people were evacuated and an antidote was
flown in. (N.Y.T., 7/16/66) :

Last August, 22 American scientists (including seven Nobel
prize winners) asked President Johnscen to order an end to
chemlcal warfare in Viebnam, argulng that distinctions be-
tween lethal and non-lethal chemlcals gre difficult to make,
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and that once any chemicals are used, reslstance to the,
use of more. powerful ones (and to bdcteriological agents)
are weakened, (N,Y,T, 9420/66) The Pentagon replled .
that chemicals would continue”to be used because they Were
deemed militarily useful. (/N,Y,T,, 9.21/66]

But what 1s not militarily ugseful? our country 1Is now
using in Vietnam: a new and lmproved napalm.whleh burns,
sticks to the skin, and consumes the oxygen in the air;
cluster bomb units that military spokesmen are net al~
lowed to talk aboubt; machine guns that fire 18,000 rullets
.a minute; new tumbling, small callber rifle bulleus that

" tear a hole in a man the size of a.watermelon 1lke the 0l4
dum-dums outlawed after World War I; strikes. of 500,000

.. tons .of high explosives dropped from alrplanes that f1y so.
high they cannot be heard before.the bombs, ey/plode; can-
nlsters of thousands of tiny, fluted, ragZor sharp needles
that explode alove.the ground and. kill every living thing
abo¥ve grourd over-a clty block. (¢alled "lazy dogs' %, a.
non-polsonous tear gas sprayed into caves (which du*ing
one reporfed spraying killed two Australian soldiers)

high speed digital computers; the largest .recohnalssance
force 1In U,S, histery with’ sensing devices that detect |
body heat through the jungle from the alr and that sée in
the. dark. Tt is a tecknologlcal masterpiece. .

But technology 1s not.enough. Ultimately the human beingv
must be molded. .Viet Cong priséners are interrogated in )
alrplanes and pushed out if.they refuse to answer; elec-
trodes are attached to ‘male genitals and female breasts,
(N.Y, Herald Tribune, 4/25/65) On the Canadian television
documentary "The Mills of the Gods" I watched a prisoner
tortured te death while Americans stood and watched, kilck-
ing the 1lnert body when- it was. all cver, Asked a%oat this
later on.the program, ‘Gereral. S,L.A, Marshall -~ a greg-
arious man I have metand ¢ould have called a friend -- -
satd he was "shoecked, shocked. and horrified that an American'
officer would allow a scene.llke that to be photographed,".
Then he added after a pause that. he meant, of. course, even o
to take place, Sergeant Donald Duncan sald that he was o
taught to torture in the Special Forces, Do we really
doubt him”_
Ang-yet despite all the technoloqy the war enexplicably
goes on,- Flve more years? Ten perraps° Cur president
1s. vague about that, Pentagon officlals say off the record
that we may néed one millicn men in Vietnam and that it~
wIll be brought howe, ' (N,Y,T, 7/11/66) Now men between
the ages of 24 and 36 have been asked to take the tests,
There are unccnfiﬂmed reports ‘that ;after the elections,
graduate students may lose thelr deferments,
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Meantime, U,3, trocps pour'into_hsiaa In Thailand and Viet-
nam seemingly permanent military bases are helng built.
General Ky has called for a U.3, Invaslon of Nortih Vietnam,
and Secretary of State Rusk has sald fhat suck an “invasion”
might be. necessary.,  Former Prasident’ ELsenhOWer has argued
-that nuclegar weapons may have to be used. %

And what will Chi na o 88 the war-escalatesaﬂ-bdﬁ'p}esident.
is vague agaln, - o . £S5 ; ;

We stand essentially alone 1in Vietnam, " Our allies wilth suf-
fiplent independence to dé so condémn us, our vasbalag@s equi-~
vopate, BfCluse whatever reason or right there may have besn
in our cauge, our technological 1ndifforence o humanity and
cut willingness %o blunder - -into war with a fhird of the: wofld's
peaple, have. made our tuase irrelevaﬂt

7 do not‘th nk we will win In Vietnam. But even that is now
srrelevant. _For bhe vietory would ve pyrrhic, and the arro-:
f;ance of th e who;manﬂpulate the tecrnoiogy would be insa- ’
tiable, Unamuno undérsbood that,. "Yeu wiil win," he told
Astray, "but you will not convince,ﬂ You will win because you
vessess brude foyde,. buf you will nét nonvfﬂce because to
cenvince .means to persuade o And in.order g} persuddeé, you
would” need . what- yéu lack —- reason and rlght in the %truggle,“

Me should récall alSO that cnly twenty years ago our: country
{yith others) stood o, judgement dt Nuremberg and found guilty
the bureacrats: ofan, iﬁhuman.*echnology. ‘Was that justice

o . simply Ehe vengeance of the victor9 T R “f TR Y

1% 48 on grounds such as th se tbat I think we' must slgn-the
patition to Support the Tribunial, I'reccgnize that all po-
Litical choides are deficult cnes. The commitment %o astion
is necessarily a*commibment to-a muddled- world of ambiguous.
wotives, confusing: alfeLndrzves) “and sbrange bédfellows.  We
gan seldom pick our ‘alllies in polit*cs -~ only our enemies.

Fut hécause 181s in our name that Vietnam 18 being sacrificed
Eo gecg?ology, the tlme has- come:. Wnen for us to remain silent

s To e,

Concrete support of our.work can take many forms. Funds,. of
ecourse, remaln an urgent,need. ~-But we also need various klnds
of egulrment, such as nypewritegs, addreSSQgrapbs, mimeographs,
e¢tc. A good electric typewriter would te espec 1ally useful,
{We currently rent one, ) The work .of the Internationdl War
Grimeg Tribunal will span many, months ,- iand .our. needs w111 e .
BVer expandlng. Help now: if you -are able. I o

-
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Petition of Support for International War Crimes Tritunal

"WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, SUPPORT THE INTERNATIONAL

WAR CRIMES TRIDUNAL INIPIAFED DY BERTRAND RUSSELL,
WE FEEL A SOLEMN OBLIGATION TO EXPOSE WAR CRIMES
AND TO INDICT THOSE WH® PERPETRATE THEM., WE BELIEVE
THAT U, S, ACTIONS IN VIETNAM MUST BE EXAMINED
E}U{AII}IIISTIHELY AND THE FINDINGS MADE KNOWN TO WORLD

OP INTON,
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The above petition has baen'circllated by

Name

Address

I have collected $ to support the International War
Crimes Tribunal and the work of the Bertrand Russell Peace
Foundaticen., I have enclosed a check in that amount.
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We are proud to announce the addition of the disting-
ulshed Amerlcan Negro writer, James Baldwin, to the Inter-
national War Crimes Tribunal., Mr. Baldwin Jolins Stokely
Carmichael and David Dellinger as representatives from the
Unilted States. The number of Tribunal members has now
reached nineteen.

The work of the Tribunal's investigating teams con-
tinues, Reports by members of the first two teams will ap-
pear shortly in:the New Republic {John Gerassi), March 4th,
and the New Statesman (Tariq All and Lawrence Daly),March
3rd. In The next number of the FOUNDATION BJLLETIN we shall
offer selections. of material from the reports of our f{irst

‘investigators...

“‘Additional ‘investigators have been dispatched. Two
more” teams rare expected to complete their work prior to the
opening of the Tribunal'!s hearings in Paris in mid-April,
The first hearings are concerned to eXamine primarlly the
question of aggresslon and civilian bombardment. After pre-

‘sentation of-'material on these topics, the hearings will be

adjourned:toiallow Tribunal members to assimilate data and
to allow our. commissions to prepare evidence for further

-..8egslons on the remaining questlons.
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The following article is reprinted from the latest lssue
of Alternatilves., Professor’ Gerassi a former editor of
Time and Newsweek, was a membér of the Internatlonal War
Crimes Tribunal's first invest;gating misslon to North

Vietnam

From Peaceful Protests to an Inqulry into Crime:
& Committed View of the Upcoming War Crimes Trilbunal

by John Gerassi

For Vietnam War Protesters, too, the long hot summer is
over, Soon after the new academic year began, 1t became
obvious that the peace movement™had come:to a stand-stlll.
Already last May, SANE's March on Washington was a flop,
with barely 11,000 people showing up, compared:to 50,000 at
the previous SANE Washington rally; in November 1965. Now,
teach-1ins are fading, marchers fewer -~ and most of the
offilcial doves sllent. There 1s lots of talk of backlash
and blacklash, peace candlidates are getting trounced and
the Radlcal Right has emerged, with Hollywoodlan sex appeal,
as a dynamic wave of the future.

Kﬁd all the blame, we aee told by Liberals, is ours,
We of the Left have sought too much too fast. We have '
campaigned for freedom of speech on campus and freedom of .
drugs at home, for black’power in the ghettos and red power
in the third world, for defeat in Vietnam and retreat in
Santo Domingo. We have frightened the decent and the ,
moderates, and they have told us so by electing Reagan and |
Percy and Wallace and an uncontrolled police system in’ New ..
York. The Black Panther Party was clobbered in Alabama, =
SNOC and CORE-have lost financlal support everywhere, and
Johnson 18 riling Congress and the world more arrogantly
and arhitrarily than ever before. o

The analysis, I am convinced, 1s false. Reagan won,
in part at least, hecause Brown courted conservatives, not .
raglcals, because he lost whatever lmage he might have had
bty not ‘defining himself as a true alternative to Reagan.
What radical or peacen1k could vote for Brown? I was 1n .
Chilcago the weekend Lefore the election, for the first
organizational meeting of NACLA (North American Congress on
La%in America), which brought together people from such
dlverse groups as the Fellowship of Reconciliation, SDS, the
University Christian Movement, SNCC, and Trade Uhionists for
Peace. - None to whom*I talked were backing Douglas against
Perey, and few were polng to vote for him. As one explained:
"He's a hawk, and Vietnam is 'the most important issue today.
The hell with him! * I'd- rather ‘see Percy than a so-called
Liberal who defends American ‘aggression.’



As for the failure of the Black Panther Party, what
failure? From scratch, and against all. the oObvious
obstacles, 1t got U41% of theé votes in Lowndes County.- - -In
New York, it is true, the clvlilian revliew board lost to ‘the
cops by 3 to 2 1f not more. But where? 1In the docile,
genteel sections of .New York where cops are loved for what
they represent -- peace of mind and the good. old American
Way of Life, 1In Manhattan, however, where that way of 1life
means shakedowns and billy clubs, overcrowded ghettos and
utiemployment, unease over Vietnam (anti-war Democratic
Reformer Welss almost defeated Representatlve Farbsteln, a
hawk with a perfect ADA voting record in Congress), and
anger over Puerto Rican subjugation, the cops were trounced
-~ desplte a fantastically well-financed s zar campalgn by
the anti-reviewers, not to mentlon intimidatlon tactics by

eops on each beat, lmplying, wlthout ever saying, that the
review board would mean lack of protection to all store-
owners, and to whites in integrated neighborhoods.

And are SNCC and CORE really In trouble? True, white
gallt money has stoppzd coming in. "Black power" has been
used as an excuse to relieve gullt. But never has SNCC or
CORE been as popular with Negroes, and it 1s they, after
all, who matter. CORE 1ls galining so many new members in
the dark, fturbulent, oppressed ghettos that, as Floyd
MeKissick teld me, 1t is under pressure.to open new chap-
ters &« much too fast a clip. CORE 18 now.in a position
to launch new educational programs and to confront the
draft for what it really is for the Negro -- a way of
eliminating seething centers of unemployment, McKissick,
one of the most acubtely aware Negro leaders 1 have met,
1s fully conscious of the fact:that twice .as many Negroes
dle in Vietnam, propértionally, than whites, because twice
as many are sent to the front lines. This is the price the
poor, the unskilled, and the uneducated must pay fto en]oy
the American Way of Life. And McKissick knows very well
that all of Secretary McNamara's talk of making the draft
more equitable by lowering standards 18 nothing wmore than
an attempt to draft mdre poor, more unemployed and more
uneducated Negroes., God help MdNamara and the Johnson
Addministration 1f they begin to alienate America's Middle
Class -- by drafting its well-fed, well-schooled young.

S~ CORE and SNCC are no longer receiving those fat
whilte checks -~ and naturally, this is husting -- but with
a lot of skinny black quarters they can move mountains,
and they are much more so than SCLC or the NAACP, Both
Carmichael and McKissick know that revolutions are not
generated from gullt but from anger, oppression, hunger and
suffering -- the real kind, in the stomach or from billy
¢lubs on the badk, hot in the ! 'soul,"  And further, they
know that this 1s the suffering felt by the peasants of



Vietnam, Guatemala, Peru, Algerla. In Chicago, that election
weekend,; I was on a TV show with Harry Golden. It was his
*eeling that "black power" has helped 4he KKK because "it
has: given them new Justificatinns for fomenting hatred- based
on fear." Perhaps. But that, to me,. 1s proof that finally
3NCC and CORE are hitting homei“ If the raclsts are not
afrald, 1t i1s preclsely because they have no cause for 1t;
thatuis; .that nothing meaningful 1s'be1ng“accomplished

Harry Golden and L'alsoiclashed on Vietnam, He told me
how for-the first time in his 1life he has had to turn down a -
good friend, Socialist Norman Thomas, when the latter asked
him to -sign a statement against the war in Vietnam, "It was
hard for an old radical like me to refuse, but Vietnam is
such.a .complicated problem . :...™: Yes lndeed, it 1s compli-
cateu -- for. those whose falth in the. American Way of Life
leads them to believe that, no'matter what wistakes it
commlts, our government i basically well- intentioned. 1I%
can't be raclst, Just prudent. If can't be imperlalistle,
Just 1ll-advised., It can't be exploitative; sjust ill-tem- =
pered., Besides, and Golden said so on the air, ‘we do. have .
our interests to protect all over the world. At the ..
expense of the interest of the world's people9 But then,_,”
say the Liverals in a marvelous non sequitur, what can we | .
. do?: We were wrong (another mistake) to go into Vietnam,

" but_can we now Just abandon it? We were wrong to send
Marines into the Dominican Republic, but could we . take. the
chance of allowlng another Castroite power to arise in the
Americas? And 80 wWe help the worsti-elements of Trujillo's
army begcause they are pro-Americadn; we drop napalm bombs

on Peruviagn peasants (see. ‘transcript -of NBC's "The Undeelared
Wars," produced by Ted Yates and showu a year ago =- “green
beret Special Forces and all), we:prailsetthe Indonesian
government's extermination of 1,000,000 "Communlsts," we
bomb. peasants 1in Laos, we violate 1nternational law in
Cambodla, we 1nstigate murder in ‘the Congo, we finance, arm,
enﬂworganize military coups 1n Argentlnawand Brezil P
Where wll&‘it stop9 :

; . . A 2
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The world is now saying that it must stop 1n Vletnam.
That is the test battle; and it is for us, tod, we who ‘are
not just reacting to our guilt but who want to see a better
America, And Johnson, McNamara, and Co, are well aware of
Vietnam as a test. Thus the pressure is formidable and the
stakes are hlgh, But unlike the adminlstration during the
MeCarthy era, this one is intelligent. It knows that marches
and teach-ins and protests are besv left alone. Few of those
refusing the draft are being prosecuted anymore, few passports
are being confiscated. Forelgn communists are given visas to
come here to denounce us, and when, as Chile's great poet
Pablo Neruda, they do, they are applauded, l.e., rendered
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1neffedtlve by assimilatlng them into that Way of Life of ours
Dissenters are glven time on TV, space In the press, good .jobs
el academia Like the "White Negro,”.”establishment dissenters"
are good for our lmage, for our guillt -- and for our racist

or: agglessive policies, SANE &nd Martin Lyther King and. most
of our moderate peaceniks .or integratlonlks think that they
profit “f'rom uhe new climate, Amerlca's'"aversion to return to
McCarthyism," 1In fact, %Shey are being used oy At

' And that, true radicals are beglnnlng to realize You
don't change the game by playing by_lus rules. That is why
thie peace movement has come to a etand-atill why genulne .
black leaders are morz Interestad in organlzing the ghettos
‘than in getting another civil ‘rights., .b11l passed. That 1s-
why, we of the Bertrand RueselT Peace Foundation are worklng
for a tr1buna1 that will ez pose Amerlca g8 policles for what
they are; not Just to ourselves. and to a few hundred students
who would come to our conferences ©or rallies but to the whole
world. We don't like the gemeo and tha talk of "fight it
but play 1L fairly’ by its *Ulee does not lmpress us. We are
more concerned about thosge Jeing slaugntered by, our napalm
and lazy-dogs bthan in work;ng for "the hetter ofatwo evils,"
whether it takes the form ¢of: a- Brown or a Bobby Kennedy.

Perhaps even s fow years ago lu might haVe %een possible
to'view such events as Amerlcan interventlon against the - .
Izanian nationallet wovernment of. Mossadegh ‘against Jagcobo
A»pens 1n Guatemala.. agdlns Sukarng. (in 1958) in Indonesia,

as 1solabed examples of over-zeal. .Today with the- interven—
“%tlen in thé Dominican Reopubl;c (and the. revelation of the--
1nf1uenpe ‘played uhereln by Alcoz, Suerest United. Fruld., -,

and Ellsworth Bunker, = sugar magnate), in Peru (with. napalm),
in the Congo (where the Rockefellers.turnéd ouc to be majer:
stockholders in "Belgium's"” Union Minlere), in Brazil (where
Gouvlart was contemplating nationalizing U..-S. owned corpora-
ticns), ebte. -~ and, of course, in'Vietnam, where U, S, banks
noy have branches, wher\ the U. 8, ls woolng American investors,
where Morison-Knudson has. bh’lt scme,. Of..our 1argest bases --

a raive concept of America's arrogance df power -4i8 no longer
possible. To refuse to denounce Americals "economie imperial-
1si" because 1t sounds Marxist, as American Liberals tend to
do,'is now exactly the same as when anti-Nazi Germans refused
to'believe that Sheir govermment was exterminating Jews .simply
because other powers were saying 1t was. The logic of America's
oligopolistic development ieads necessarily to these interven-
tiens, as well as To its condemnation of black power. It is
that loglc which leads McNamara to say with impunity, indeed
with pride (and without realizing that it exposes America's
imperialism}: "U, S. trained units of Venezuela's armed forces
and police have spearheaded a government campaign bosh in the
clties and in the countryside. In Peru . . . U, 8, trained

and supported Peruvian army and alr force units have played
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prominent roles in this counter-guerrilla campalgn. In Colom-
bla, U. S. tralning, support, and equipment, including several
madium helicopters, have materilally alded the Colombian

armed forces to establish government control in the rural
lnsurgent areas. Violence in the mining areas and in the
citles of Bollvia has continued but we are assisting this
country to improve the training and quipping of 1ts military
force . . . vie are supporting a small Guatemalan counter-
Insurgency force with weapons, vehlecles, communlications,
eruipment and training . . ." {February, 1966, before Joint
s28slon of the Senate Armed Services Commlttee and the Senate
Sabcommittee on Department of Defense Approprilations),

Though ultimately, it is thils whole logic -- that is,
oligopolistic rule -- that we must fight, the battle 18 now
in Vietnam, If the people do not win there, no free people
ever will agaln. Self-determination will become an extinct
concept. More importantly, the poor wllil be condemned to
poverty evermore, the haves will continue to dominate the
have-nots, as they have In Latin America where American
companiles -- and American concepts of democracy, free enter-
prise, and "free" electiong -~ have ruled for a century and
a half and where the gap between the poor and che rich, yes,
ap a result, has constantly wldened. In Vietnam now, the
waole world is at stake, If the U. S. can be forced to
wilthdraw, 1t will not become anybody's slave; but if the U, S,
lmposes 1ts will, almost everyhody in the world can be
apsured of ultlmate subjugation. That is why full commltment
today is a matter of life or death tomorrow.

No one, of course. except 8oviet Russia, which is
reluctant to do so, can challenge the U. S, in Vietnam if 1t
desires to win militarily by systematically wiping out the
whole population, But then Algeria's rebels could not stop
Firance's military might either. In fact, France would and
almost did win in Algeria militarily. Bubt by the time that
viletory could have been reaped, it was no longer possible
pplitlcally, And so 1t must be in Vietnam. We must win the
poplitical war bhefore the Pentagon can win its military one,
And thils victory can no longer be achieved by protest marches
and teach~ins. Our commitment must be stronger -- and 1t
mist ally 1tself to the commitment of anti-warriors everywhere.
It must help bring about more forceful opposition abread as
Wwell ag at home. It must expose our trutality fto all and
encourage our students -- the Middle Class -- to realize that
unless they too becoms totally committed, the military war
will perhaps be won, Our students must oppose the draft not
only in demonstrations but in deed: refuse to play by 1ts
rules, that is, to take student deferments, and then fight
the ensulng Jall terms through the courts. If Middle Classd
parents are suddently shocked by not & few but scores; hun-
dieds, thousands of their children willing to go to Jall so




that the real Amenican Way of Life‘-- that way which 1s . .
genercus “and understanding and falr and reepectful to others

i, ~=13 galvaged from the krutal realpolitik -efficiency of bur
. current. society, 3t will not support.the Administration's

nar. Without Middle Class suppoxt, not rall -King Johnson's
computerized horses: ‘and all the King 8 _men can put the
King's dream‘of werldwide hegemonyqtogether again '
T3

The Internatienal War Crimesg ribunal inltiated by
Rerfrand Russell,:is one-attempt- £o help bring abolit this
mxddle classrdigaffection,». . It 18 not to be construed as
the only possible effort, but 4t 1s an important one -- as
sreved by the fact that . it has aroused more official U S
opposition thanrﬂll the ‘marches and all the protests. The
tr¥ihunal has been, smeareﬁ by the New York Times (edltorial
November 21, 1966, e.g; '}, ridiculed by American Liberals,
pooh—poohed by some American peaceniks, ard ignored by’ many
uneasy . American-radicals., Everywhere else, 1in Japan or
Sweden, France or-Mexico,élt has won wide support and wider
interest, Signlfihantry, 4An the U..8. SNCC.and CORE have
applauced it; and’ Stokely ‘Carmichael and James’ Baldwin have
indicated. their willingness to joln 1i%.

By and large, Liberals' criticism of the Tribunal has -
been twofold: (L) that the verdiét is in before the evidence
and (2) that, if conSequential, 1t must demand Johnson's
punishment (1 e.,. execution). - To this, the New York Times.
has added that the Tribunal is the work of a "fanatical
qntl-American american” and not of. Russell who is. ”being
used" zs-"a mere stooge of a bitter propagandist.” The
American and "propagandist” in question 1s the same, namely
Ralph Sclicenman, Russell's secretary and one. of thé direc-
tors of the Bertrand Russeéll Peace Foundation. Needléss to
say, the accusations are ridiculous. Though 94, Russell 1s
not "bheing used'"-by anyone, When I visited the Foundation
in London last summer, -I was surprised to find that Russell
insisted on'deelng every -letter, even a ' slmple thank-yoi
note, heingiissued in his .name, Schoenman would appeap
fanatical-to anyone who-does not belleve in commitment of
any kind {and the Times-does not, viz., Talese's profile in
the November 1966 issue of sguire a. highly revealing
article-about our great- “impartial‘ daily).” Schoenman is
comnitted tonsuch {enti-American?) things. as peace ard &
flecent 1life: for"éll Because of his commitment, he works 18,
sometimed 20 hours“a day on the harest minimal salary Seo do
others working for the. Foundation.” Russell himself has used
up.-all his royaltles to.- support itu which I suppose makes him
a fanatic too = -

I
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But even 1f- Schoenman did lead Russell by the nose, could;
he have such .powexr . over the Tribune;°u He 1s in London whille::
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Vladimir Ded®fer, ‘the world-renowned Yugoslav writer who is

chairman of .the Pritunal, sits in Paris. The other memBers

include Jean-Paul~Sartre, Simone- de Beauvolr, the. Austrian _ < s

phillosopher:Gunther Anders,‘the Turkish member . of Parliament YR TRRG

and internatiomal- jurist.Mehmet:-Ali Aybar, Mexico's former T

president Lazaro-Cardenas; Japan's Nobel Prize—winning 2 TP S g

physicist Sholchi. Sakata; SNCC's Stokely Garmighael, the SR

Philippines'.Poet Laureate. and Chairman of theé Democratic coy

Lator Party Amado-Hernandez, Italy's Lelio Bagso (who is an
international lawyer, a depuby-in Par]liament,. and a s

pr¢fessor of soviology at: Rome Unlversity) America‘s Dave

Dﬂllinger (a pacifist and editor of Llueration magazine), ete.

Car. all these world~famed luminarles he 1- .3 Dy thé nose by a

yourng Amerlcan, no matter how dedicated? Some he’ has never ) %

even met, ... = - s = mu ‘ . ' T

zisl] - . -.,‘ -] B
In a November 30bh cover story Interyvlew in France‘s

leading non~<Communist: leftwing weekly,,Le Nouvel Observa< g F i

tevr, Sartre himself tackled the other two criticisms. He =~ S
readily admitted, as I have nbove, that we are opposed to o
imperialism, thut we are committed.to work for a Just and ' ' : ne

unexploited world and that we .know that the U, S. is fight-.

ing an lmperialist wa™ Iin Vletnam. But, Sartre sald, that

i3 not the questiaen before us. "At Nurgmberg, in 1945,

avpeared for the first time: the notion of 'politilecal crime,!

That notion was, to be sure, questionclile, since 1t involved

imposing the law of the victor on the vanquished. But the

cordemnation of .the leaders of Nazl Germany by the Nuremberg

tribunal made sense only-if it implied that any. government )

which, in thesfufufe, committed similar condemnable acts, |

aceording to such and such article of the laws establighed.

at Nuremberg, wowld be equally. judgeable. . Our 'tribunal'

nov propoees to apply to. @apitalist,lmperialism only 1ts B e TS
onr. laws. . -We are not concerned with whether or not'a ' -

particular: U S - pollcy is guilty iIn the name of history of - ’ S
aczts against humanity but simply .to say whether or not this

policy does: fall-under existing laws. . . . We will'&nvent

no new legislatlon,". There is, therefore, no "trial," as” o =

the Timeg Insdsts. And, may. the Literals relax!, Johnson, ' B

Mclamara et @l. are noet goling to.be condemned to ‘the wall, po MU EE

tne gallows, or theﬂflring squad. . If it is shown that by '

América's own laws its actions 1n Vlgtnam are a violation of ° S,

its own moralilty,; it ig hoped. that.puklic opinion, ¥oth i e

Americo--and in-the rest of the world, will harden against ‘the

war -- to toppose it direetly: asg American propagandists during S

World War II asked.all peoples undel the Nazi yoke, including S

Germans, to oppose Nazi conquest It is hoped, "also that - - ; T3

Americans who are proud of the American.Way of Life as it

snculd be according to America's own definltlon, seelng that

it is not wlll then refuse to participate in the war precisely

beegause they are patriots -- Just as anti-Nazl Germans who

oprosed the Third Relch were true German patriots.

7
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At the Tribuncl Both Americans &nd Vietnamese will ke
invited. to testify., Also, reports from investigating teams,
made up of respected Individuals from various countriles, -~
ineluding the United States, will be presented, The Tribunal
has invited the U, S. Government to send its own attorneys
an¢ wltnesses, that 1s, to participate fully in the proceed-
ings. - Washington refused, Nevertheless, it wlll be up to.
thé witnesses fo pruve that thelr contentions are accurate.
Areérican, French, and Japanese newsreel films) especilally -
films .shown -on NBC and CBS, will be viewed, American
coxrespondents wlll be invited as witnesses, and the whole
procedure will be open to the press. Respected scilentists
an¢l physicians will analyze the chemical weapons used by the.
Ameérican forces. That they arée used, that c¢ilvilian centers
haire deen bombed, that prisoners have beén shot -- all this
we know not Just from Vietnamése sourcés but from official
Amerlecans. - What musu be established 1s that these crimes
avainst insernational laws are being perpetratéd-as an inteéeg-
ra. part of Americe's policies in Vietnam. Ih dolng so, five;
satilc. questions will have to he answered: :

1) The crime of aggression
2) The usé of experlmental weaponry or’
S weapons. forbidden by the laws of war. :
oy 3) The scale_of Ttombardment of civilian targets.e-
. M; The treatment of prisoners of war.. =
5

What will happen after that is conjectural If the -
Trisunal, which will sit Iin Paris (contrary to the New York -
Tines misinformation) in the spring,:succeeds in estawlish-
inz these -violations of law, as I am sure 1t wlll eecause
rro-war U, S. correspondents already admlt that: they are
part «of standard operating practices, then, by stressing them:
end putlicizing them, I hope 1t will awaken the consclence of .

mankind, foreing it to realize that, Just as it was 1ts moral
duty to stop Nazieny it is now its moral duty to stop Ameri-
can atroclties. Whether or not the Vietnamese also rely on
abtrocitles to impose discilpllne does not excuse Amerlca.
(E981des, the two sldes are not to be equated:. the Vietnamese
d1d not invade the U. S., do not shower the population with
bomes, nepalm, lazy-dogs, and are not the aggressors,) I
cannot Pelieve that once these violations illustrating our
immorality according to our own stsndards are known to all of.
us, we will not demand an end to them. And if we do, then the

Triwunal will genuinely nave served, 28 Iertrand Russell hoped
and sald, as an "Appeal to the American Conscienee.

The crime ‘of genocide.

X ¥ ¥ X ¥



11

Review

Schlesinger on Vietnam: The Prudential View
by Russell Stetler
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. The Bitter Heritage: Vietnam

and American Democracy, 1941*1966 (Boston, houghton-Mifflin,
1967} ep. 126, $3.95. . A :

In g moment of schr arly reflection Professor Arthur :
Schlesinger once acknowledged that he didn't always tell the
Eruth as a spokesman of the Kennedy Administration, He
sheepishly confessed that he ‘had ‘1ied to the New York Times
about the infamous Bay- of- Pigs -incldent; yet his consclence
was put at ease by tre Tecognition thatrthis Jpetrayal of
sruth had been. performed in the "national interest." “At
least I had the.excuse that I was working for the government,"
Schlesinger explained. By this -loglc, the professor has no.
excuse for misleading us today.» We should expect and hope,
then, that his.new Vietnam book would be an enlightening
contribvution to the. ubject, prepareé by a man intimately

zequalnted with the detalls ‘of important policy decislons as‘"fpns

a White House adviser and Tio longer circumscribed by the ‘
security requiremenﬁs’of his- foxmer'vocation. One might evenw
expect that the obligations of hls renewed academic syafeer.
would demand absoluté “candor in.an 1mportant studyisiden. as -

The Bitter Heritagé. 'That his:return to academia has 1nduced§j“'

neither a purglng- nor even a- diminishing of. Schlesingerﬂs b
hahits of distortioﬁ and half~txuth reflects more ¢n the:con-
temporary intellectusl milieu than or. the personal frailtyn

of the man. o ‘_c¢‘_‘_ il . .

Leaving the White House has"indeed'caused the demise of
some forces which formerly ‘regtrained Professor, Schlesinger
from giving the whole truth. 'He is noticeably freed ‘of the
duty of politeness,,and the tesult 48 an.unremitting vietimv
ization of Secretary:Rusk. {"*Tt'm not.the village idiot;
the Secretary of State recently confided to Stewart® Alsop..

' knew Hitler was an Austrian and Mao 1s a Chinese. , .!")
In general, Schlesinger manages & critical, often hostile, u
spirit toward much of the orthodexy of the Johnson Administra-
tion. Marshall Ky he terms "one of those Frankenstein's mon-a,
aters." The Saigon regime is characterized as '"pervaded by -
nepotism, corvruptlon and cynicism." He advocates "a middle
course," "to stop, w1den1ng ‘anG Americanizing” what he calls

a "horrid civil war," Indignantly, Schletinger urges that we
persuade "the South Vietnamese to abandon the torture of
prisconers, -a. practlce not only horrible in itself but well

calculated to make the eneiy fight to the bitter end." Hew ', -

e g T | ¥ .
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12 B '\H‘f..:‘ fr: B - S B L mats ;:?j‘“?:iirhfri',.
argues that the bomblng of North Vietnam is 1neffective (end
perhaps boomerangrng) "Let us therefore taper of f the. bomb-
ing of the" north as prudently-as we ean” A neutraliZed

settlement, on” the“modej of the 1962 Laos agreement + 48
preseribed I B , . _ {_‘ _

Schlesznger 1ntends to give us prudent counsel, rather
than new 1nsrghts oL 1nformat10n.. Hq,notes modestly, OveE.
cannot douht ‘that ifhe sstudy. of,. historj mékes péoplewiser,
whille conten: to rehash that version of "H¥stéry" wbich. servesn_
cnly %o bewllder many people ~- including the GIs -~ who face . |
the agony of Uiétnam::tHes portrays our present pollcyumakers .
as confused’ and misinformed \The;, real truth ‘came”’ Fromsfhe. ..
New York Times ahdithe . AP,“ﬁﬁt the USIA. '("Thisj~he: tells,. 5,
ue sharply, g ,enould ‘conspde these. who feel they are: @eprivedwéﬂi
of something -if denied access: to top ﬁecret ‘dispatches,”. ).
The polﬁcy—makers themselves: are $&£€n as honest and well-in-
tentioned. - The prudential view.is that, "Wé have sachleved L
our present ‘&ntanglement, not.afiter que ddd deliberate con-: 0T
queration, “but -through. a; series of, Small decisions.~ I s 0 L
not only idle but unfairs to seek., out guilty men. . Thee. g 48 o 7
Tietnam story 182 tragedy without viliaing., No thoughtful;ﬁ- BN
Arerican can witbhold sympathy.as President Johnson ponderSw A
ke gloomy chorcés which lie shead." To those of uws'whose .- -~
sympathy 1ies more with the victims of napalm and lazy-dogs - .
tran with LBJ in His small, glcomy choices, Schlesinger's
cynlcism is ‘chsdene, .-He COntends ‘that "President Johnson -
nas made nis ultimate oojective very clear: he does not seek '
he has said, total military: vietory or the urdconditignal - 54«H'- T
surrender of North Vietnam;but a negzotiated settlement."  In’ B
a footnote, we are asked to dilsregard "flourishes llke the
presidential exhortation: to the, combat cqmmanders in the
officers’ club at Camranh Bay: 'Come home' with that coonskin
oh the wall.'" Moreover, Schlesinger!'s own analysis of the
U, S, position on negotiations {(in a later sectlion of the
bmok, taken from a separately ooncelved artlcle) conflicts
st ubterly as to make this view of Johnsor less than ingenuous.

There 1s a great danger, from the prudential viewpolnt,
that the frustration of the war willl stimulate the growth of
extremisr, Schlesinger attacks the conspiratotrial view of
history ("whether of the followers of Robert Welch or those
of C. Wright M11ls") and appeals to us to accept his wisdom
to avert disister: He contributes a largely ignorant “critique 2B
of Marxian historiography, aArguing instewsd for the "inscruta-
Lility of history." Since history is inscrutaple, Professor
Schlesinger chooses to compress hils summary of events:in | .
Vietnam (1941 -1966, according to the title).into a few pages;
allowlng more than three-fourths of the slim.volume. te be -
padded with his less inscrutable prudence. But his summary
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is noteworthy. To begin with, Schlesinger traces U, S,
involvement in the Second World War to Vietnam (thus high-
lighting, if perhaps exaggerating, an aspect of that war

which 1s all too often buried in the anti-Hitler message

»f conventional history texts), He .states, ". . . the

Japanese demands on Indochina in July 1941 led directly to

‘the Amerlcan declslon to freeze Japanese assets 1in the United
3tates; and this action, in turn, led directly to the Japanese
decision tov attack the American rleet at Pearl Harbor." Frank-
lin Roosevelt's view of the Indochina questilon 1s treated in
some detall., His concern for the Vietnamese is enshrined, and
Mis proposal for the fuvure of Vietnam "had a certaln eccen-
‘tricity of detail; but it was founded in reallsm and wisdom,
and, 1f its essence had beén carried out, the world might

have been spared much bloodshed and agony." Thus, the myth

wf FDR is invoked to Jjustify, in the most general terms, the

J. 8. commitment to Vietnam, and the late presidant 1s credited
with a breadth of vislon tragically lachking in future pollcy
nakers. He is the architect of a plan which only he could

nave carried through.

FDR is pictured as veing wholly contemptuous of French
20lonialism, He 1is quoted in remarks to Secretary Hull to
>he effect that the "people of Indochina are entitled to
something better than that." Yet even a careful reading of
Behlesinger's commentary indicates that FDR's view of "some-
~hing better" was not necessarily that of the Vietnamese
vhemselves. As early as 1943 Roose¥elt proposed to Anthony
Eden "that Indochina, instead of being restored to the
Brench after the war, should be placed under an interna-
%lonal trusteeship-and prepared for independence.," ‘'his
idea was discussed with Chlang Kai Shek at-Cairo and Joseph
8talin at Teheran;-as of 1944 French troops were to we
denied the opportunity to enter Indochina in the course of
the war, It is interesting to note that during this entire
period, FDR consulted neither the French nor the Vietnamese
about the future of Indochina, DeCGaulle was excluded from
%he high leyvel conferences, -and, needless to say, the Viet-
namese claim was not considered bona fide, The desperation
of the French.in this period is not to be discounted, : In
fhelr lobbying for future rights to Indochina, they attempted
%o tallor their own plans to conform to the FDR specifications,

Rocsevelt'is plan was relatively simple. Schlesinger quotes
FDR as follows (at the time of the Yalta Conference, February,

L945)

"For two whole years I have been terribly worried
abhout Indochina. . . . I suggested to Chiang, that
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indochina be set up under a trusteeship --
nave a IFrenchman, one or two Indochlinese,
and a Chinesge and a Russlan, because

they are on the ceast, and mayhe a
#ilipino and an fmerican, to educate

them for self-government,

"Stalin liked the idea, China liked

the i1idea. The British didn't like it,
2t might bugt up their empire, because
if the Indochinese were to work together
-and eventually get their independence,
“ne Burmese might do the same thing."

This, then, 1s in Schlesinger's view the great unfulfilled
scheme. He laments that the idea died with Roosevelt,
The 3tate Department ig vilified as switching to a pro-
French position, vaguely admonishing Truman to badger
The Prench for future reforms.
The incon51stency between ‘the position of Roosevelt
on Vietnam and that of ‘Truman (dor his Btaté Department .
advifiers) is only apparent. In Schlesinger's 1nscrutab1e
world of small, gloomy decisions, . it -Is convenient, even
dramatlc, to suggest that all wauld have gone well had .
FDR 1ived to fulfill hise .vision.: @ The-truth is that the %
vision was 1lmpossible of fulfillment. . Roosevelt had con-
ceived nhis truﬂteeshlp plan for the ‘Future of Indochina”
in the belief that there would be “adequate time for the . .
Western powers to take charge of the Indochinese situawguﬂ
tion and to sell the idea of long range independence to -~
the nationalists. Chiang Kai Shek's China and the
Philippines provided models for American policy-makers.
It was hoped that something along the same lines . could
be worked out for Indochina. Bubt many factors wholly

ignored or omitted by Schlesinger -~ he indeed makes
history inscrutable -- forestalled and precluded thils
posgibility.

Roosevelt‘ ‘hope wag contifigent, really, on the be-
lief that at the conclugion of the war in the Pacific
the French would be more or less in control of Indcchina,
although weak in an overall context. Millitarily, their
troops woul&'be*subject-ﬁp Allied directives which might
be framed’ in order to minimlize the PFrench rocle in Indo-
china. (Schlesinger quotes FDR's order to Stettinius

(L S i
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in early 1944 that "no French troops whatever

should be used in operations in Indochina.") In

such a condition, the French would have no . choice

but to follow the American -guldelines, to open the

door to Indochina, and to make concessions to the
Vietnamese nationalists who might otherwise grow:.

hostile to Western capitalism, (The Mexican revolu-

tion had already shown Rcoosevelt that even non-commun-

ist revolutions could result in nationalizations inimi-
cal to U.S. business interests.) Roosevelt had good rea-
son to expect that the French would be more or less in con-
trol. They had dealt with every nationallst uprising with
- ruthless efficiency; the threat posed by the Vietminh
movement hardly seemed serious. Moreover, Stalints ex-
plicit approval of the Roosevelt trusteesgship plan gave
further indication that Ho Chi Minh might be dealt with
"reasonably." :

It was the Japanese who first disturbed the pre-
carious balance of forces on which Roosevelt had calcula-
ted. After the fall of the Vichy Government, they had
inereaslingly distrusted the French in Indochina (who had
cpllaborated with the Axis since the secret Vichy accord
with Tokyo on August 30, 1940). Anxious to improve their
bargaining position with the Americans, the Free French
expressed (what FDR fully expected) that the French coloni-
al apparatus would restore its loyalty to the Allies at
the earliest cpportunity. A Frenchman writing in Foreign
Affairs in October 1944, for example, concluded that
"degspite the fact that Decoux and various high government
officials are Japanese puppets, the petty French officlals,
as we have nhoted, can be counted upon to help overthrow
the Japanese rule when the time of invasion comes." The
Japanese needed no further persuasion; on March 9, 1945
they staged a coup d'etat against the unsuspecting French
apparatus in Indochina. There were mags arregts. The
French were stunned and helpless. 8o, too, were strategists
and policy makers far removed from Vietnam,

) The Japanese had not only dealt a blow to the French.
They had also indlrectly unleashed Vietnamese forces which
they themselves would be unable to control and contend with.
Japan hoped to find less opportunistic allies among the
Vietnamese natlonalists than they had found among the
French colons. Indeed, at many levels, the Vietnamese were
~immediately offered more by the Japanese than they had
" ever been conceded by the French. Administrative posts
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were £illzd by Vietnamese in great numbers, Youth corps
and militla units were formed (as the Japanese had earlier

[V
Jone ammng the naticnalists elsewhere in South Asia, most
notably »n Indeonesia). Bao Dal was glven an honorary post
as Emperor. Even such a symbolic gesture, joined with
the gwecping series of visible changes in status and oppor-
tunities, suddenly gave the Vietnamese a taste of what it
would be like to run the country for themselves. FDR's
- dream of radusl -independence had been dealt a severe blow,

Of 5till greater importance were the gains of the
Vietminn in this period. With the veteran French repres-
sive appaiatus temporarily out of the way, the Vietminh
were able to undertake unprecedented political and miiitary
activity in the spring and summer of 1945. Many Viet-
namese nationalists jolned the Japanegse-gponsored militlas
to gain training and arms, then quickly defected to the
Vietminh side. By late summer the Vietminh had consolidated
enormous areag under its control, and 1t was in this con-
text that Ho Chi Minh declared the independence of Vietnam
in September 1945, : :
This context is never mentloned by Schlesinger. It
‘ig the Vietnamesge who ultimately scuttled Roogevelt's
gcheme for independence-after decades. of grooming the
ratives for,self-rule. They had taken.the question.of
‘self-determination into their own hands. No amount of
friendly persuaslon would convince them of the wlsdom of

,.wailting.  This is not to say that the position of the

Vietminh was generally inflexible iIn the immediate post-.
war years. Quite the contrary, the Vletminh showed a
moderation which is incredible in the light. of, Allled _
actions., British troopsg, under General Douglas Gracey, .
were. shamelesgssly opeéen about their intent To- depose the

de facto Vietminh government in the fall of 1945, Dis-
patched “to southern Vietnam from Burma and India under
the pretense of disarming the Japanese, these Allied troops
made 1t tThelr prioxrity to restore the French to power ---
even to the point of employing Japanese forces in their
mopping-up operations against. the Vietminh. In the wake
of the British-organized assault on the Vietminh, the
French moved some fifty thousand troops into, southern
Vietnam before. the year was out. .The Vietminn™ organized
general elections throughout Vietnam in January 1946;
these made no imprint con the Allies, But the Ho Chi Minh



fr"r;fsr&ntﬂremained ‘con¥inced! éfﬁg‘é‘ hopeful ‘prospects
of- negotiations with the Frefigh. As Schlesinger puts
it, "The French responded by a determined attempt to
re-establish colonial rule. For the next eight years
this effort, occasionally interrupted by spasms of
negotiation, brought the French and such Vietnamese
"ag& they could persuade to go along with them into
increasingly savage conflict with the ViqbiMinh under
Ho Chi Minh -= who, 1n consequence, emerged indreasingly
"as the hero of Vietnamese nationalism in its war for
independence. " :

Leaving aside Schlesingerts glandular theory of
negotiation, we must yet examine the reiation of the
U.S. to the French effort to "pérsuade" some Vietnamese
"to go along with them." Schlesinger would have us
believe that there is no such relation; he claimg that
American policy-makers "paid 1ittle attention to the
fighting in Vietnam" until the victory of the Chinese
communists and. the outbreak of the Korean War. - It 18
certainly true, as Schlesinger notes, that direct
American aid began to reach considerable proportions
in these last years of the war. But in his effort
to: bury FDR's trusteeship contcept alongside”the'de—
ceased president, Schlesinger leaveés out of account its
‘resemblance to the policy actuzlly implemented by the

. - French. The trusteeship, after all, was to serve ag a
1. Step toward gradual independence on the model of the
- - Philippines, ‘There was no time or opportunity to engage
the cumbersome mechanism requilred by thls first step,
but every effort was made to adhere to the Philippilne
~ model. From the outset of the French-Indochinese war,
.+ U.S. pollicy-makers demanded this public relations effort
ag:the sine gua non of Ameérican support. Indeed, 1t
was Amerlcan. policy-makers who rejected some of the
: early candidates posed by the French as potential
heads of state for the "free Vietnam" they sought to
maintailn. The Americuns ilnsisted on Bao Dal, discredited
as he was for his notorious flexibility in politics. (He
- had most recently served as Emperor under the Japanese
.~ opeupation forces, and theh abdicated in favor of Ho
«~€hl Minh,  whom he served briefly as a political counsellor
'of the Vietminh Government.) President Truman entrusted
~4i0 William C. Bullitf the task of persuading Bao Dail to
:.[;join.the French side in the war against the Vietminh.
Bullitt pursued Bao Dal from the clubg of Hong Kong to
the game tables of the French Riviera. Only after a
series of discusslons which spanned more than two years
was Bao Dal finally coaxed back into the political
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realn, The long Qla},r helps to explain the Qparent in-
satior and indifference of the U.S. prior to 1949,

ey

3chlesinger” omits’ any reference fo the activity of

L thmerican pérsonnel in Indochina in the. early lQ50s and
“gelewndy avoids describing how Ngo Dinh Dlem came. to
“power, To have filled this hiatus or to have confronted

scuarcely the issue of Diem's ascendency wopuld have been
to divulge too much, He 'draws at&entlon 1netead to the
debatc 1n the United States Congrese in che qpxlng of
195Hnevex the quegtion of direct mil itary invoi\rewenw in
CHE zl1lbusilost French campraign. He portrays thig as

oy

John F. Kennedy and Lyncon-Johngon), In Schlesinger's
recongtruction, tragedy ig averfed, wisdom prevails,
and peace is secured inh Victnam. The regt ig farcasy.
The negotiations at Geneva "resulted in the de facto
partition of Vietnam at the 17th paralilel,” Dulles 'or.
ganized" SEATO, and’ the deus®x¥machina Mr. Diem arrives
in time to request Americah'support from President Eisen-
hovwer. We are assured that this aid is granted on the
condltion that various reforms bé carried out. Professor
Schlesinger well knows that international agreements do
not result in de facto situations, but in clearly delin-
cated de jure provislons. He undoubtedly finds the. looser
phrages of realpolitik more fltting to his ‘construction

of the outcome of the Geneva Conference, The ge jure
result expressly forbade. the partition of the country
cxeept to facilitate the withdrawal of French military
vmits. The SEATO pact and the Elsenhewer—Dlem relation-
ship are mentioned for two reasons, Flrst they are an
intexzral part of the fotinal argument for the U.S. involve-
ment in Vietnam; they are mentioned ritualistically (al-
though subgected torgome critical analy81s in terms 'bf
their cogéncy as Justificatmdh for military actiaon).

But, secondly, they ma sk the respcnSibility of thé 1ib-
erals at this period :

thlesinger would have us' sympathize with the 1lib-

:'erale iwho_have seemingly inherited a difficult problem

“frgm the Dulles-Eisenhower Adminlstration Whatever the
Hxl@msy 1egal basis ‘of "the' U 3, involvement the U, 8.

maﬂe a Commitment in 1954+ A‘llne waq drewn across South-
east As1a In Schlesinger s words, ”Thet line-could have

A
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been aawn elsewhere -- along theglekong River,

for example, and the northern border of Thailand,.

No vital strateglc interest required that it be
.drawn where it was. But it was drawn in South Viet-
nam, for better or vworse; a vital American interest
wags thus created where none had existed before; and
a series of declsiong followed in train which ended by
carrylng the United States into the fourth largest war

of its history." - It would be chilling to believe -that
Schlesinger could go on to justify a contlnuatlon of

guch a war. Four hundred thousand Americans go off -

to die to defend a line drawn at random, a "vitsl BAmericsn
intérest" created by chance. ‘But Schlesinger dceg not
believe his own fairy tale. He has merely given ug a whtm
sical vergion of the origing of the direct Amecricun in-
volvement in 1954 rather than show the thinking of John
Keinmedy and others active in placing Diem in power in
Sailgon,

. For Schlesinger thinks like Kennedy. He may be -
embarassed to discuss it, but he approves the policy which
seht-CIA operatives to South Vietnam disguised as Michigan
State Unlversity social scientists. He knows that the
"counter-insurgency" policy tested in Vietnam is not desigr
ed to stop aggression; he ridicéules Rusk for hls simple-
minded view of China kriocking over Asian dominoces. Schles-
inger favors adding to the American Empire. "The line could
have been drawn elsewhere in Asla, but so much the better
that it was drawni{to include. Vietnam. Let's not give it
up.  But he pleads the case of prudence. There is a risk
in placing tob:great an emphasis on conquering new fron-
__blers. -We must first hold what we have. He argues for

i-a tighter hold on Western Europe and Latin America, la-

menting that "...Latin America falls to the end of the
quede, 'while all energy and concern are absorbed by Viet-
nam," Always cautious, Schlesinger is supremely concerned

that we be ready for new fronts; these will not be Chinese
invasion forces, but the indigenous guerrilla movements
already active in Latin America. He fears the FALN and
the MR-13; he remembers the l4th of June and the 26th of
July. 'These-are the real threats to American hegemony.
‘Viewed prudently, Vietnam is a place to test the napalm
‘which-will enflame the mountains of Peru. The experiment
is riot to fail in Vietnam, of course; vet it must be ac-
complished flexibly and without waste and haste. In the
long run, for Schlesinger, Vietnam is worth the fight, but
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"Viet Nam: Do He Unaerstand Hevalutlon°”
Maj.-Gen. Edward Lap”dDL%,iLﬁiPl?ﬁ Aefalrs,
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...the Vletmam~mar LQ{DOU liknly to ride the
upsning'éf the blood- ”enched roller coaster
Into tHé - énmth}ationth 1ndustr1es, flood
. eontrols amd*irriga#wo" aama, and cities and
fv111a@és‘,.u;pﬁamie must become a strategic
tHrSet. ﬁ?ﬁndvthethLll. Never fear, they will.
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??Jﬁj?j,mtgerﬂar~ F211l, New Republic, July
Lh ey 16, 1960.)

-
ng,héggy Airﬁ—pO”er directed atv peasants unrecogniza-
ble amons other'Peagants 13 not selective. Since the
Vietnamede guerrillas are Vietnanese poasants living
among their 'fellows,. the masesive American military fire-
power has been used ipdiscriminately agalnst the Viet-
namese Deopnu. rEarly in the Kennedy administration
United Statds strategists announced the 'new theory!
that the UUnited States’ magsive fire-power could win
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guerry a warfare withont gainin ppporE o F e
na‘civ!opulation Walt W. Rostow has been the prin-
cinle spokesman for this 'ngw theory' although as the
Rficial pOSition 1t has appeared in the writings of
oqner‘memberq of the Kennedy adminietration (ef Roger
Hilsman's intreduction to the American ed1t10n_(l962)-of
Vo fﬂuyen Giap's People War, People's Army). For the
pagt two years, the United States government has fully
implenented this 'new theory' by unleashing its destruc-
tlve military capabilities upon the entire population,
destrdying all peasantsz whether guerrillas or not,
whether men or women and children, because a guerrilla:
war is ultimateiy a2 war oF the whole popuiation against
their exploiters, domestic and foreign, and the wnole
population must be uproc:zd or destroyed if victory for .
the United States is to Do bained Genocide ig the -
Droper name for thig polizy.

One aspect of the 'new theory' is the application ; . .
of lutge~Scale offensiver and bombing raids using , -
napalm and defoiliants to drive hundreds of thoutands Care
of peasants away from their homes and their fislds into
United States controlled 'reservations' around the major.
citied, Dependent upon the United States through the
Saigon regime these refugees become the ldeal subjects ...
for 'pac1ficat10n ' Digpatched to Saigon to direct the | .=

'pacification’ program in 1965, Maj.-Gen. Edward Lansdale
had alréady expreqsed his attitudes on the issues involved
in a2 war against ‘guerrillas. Lansdale declared .military
operations whether infantry or air force, to be gelf-
defeating in a guerrilla war: ' '

“Wheérn the military opens fire at 1ong range,_‘
whéthier- by infantry weapons, artillery or alr
strike;j on a reported Vietcong concentration

.in a hamlet or villageé f0ll of civilians, the
Vietnamese officers who give those orders and
the American advisers who let them 'get away
With it' are helping defeat the cause of freedom.

The replacement of Vietnamese puppet troops with “hundreds
of theusands of Westerners can hardly have been a contri-
bution to thé counter- insurgency advocated by Gen. Lans-
dale; in hig Gétober 196& article in Foreign Afﬁairs he
had insisted that American expressions of contempt for



the ‘quality of capabilitieg& of the Saigon .army undermined
the national self- image of those supported by the United
States., ' Given the United States' violation of the me  or

wfprinCipleq of Gen. Lansdale's 'philosophy' at the very

time that he was sent to Saigoh, Lansdale's role.wlthin
the 'new theory must be a limited one.
el

Gen: Lansdale, a career CIA-offiqial, is credited
wiith the successful ending of the guerrilla rebellion in
the Philippines in the early 1950s and with the develop-

ment of the Diem regime in Saigon 1n the mid-1950s. The
eitample of the Philippines recurs frequently in Lansdale's
alrticle, The Philippines is offered as a model for United
States policy in Vietnam for the United States intervened
ih the Philippines national liberation struggle in 1398
and replaced Spain 1n the repression of the Philippine
nationalists; Re jecting the view.that a non-Western peo-
ple could be self-governing, the United States assumed

the role of governor and tutor to the "little brown bro-

‘thiers" by choosing puppet officials under American pro-

conguls. ' Despite the formality ‘of independence the
Unlted States had ‘retained a preferred:economic position

dnd’ major military and naval facilities, such as Subic
"Bay. ‘Lansdale notes that what he achieved in the Philip-

‘p¢nes a"decade 'anhd -a half ago was a ‘temporary stalemate

_f.through politicdl reforms after the collapse of the weak
'gzerrilla war. Lansdaletq realistic analysis of the
" temporary nature'of his success in the Phillppines is

J:!"i
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confirmed by the commentary of others, such as: - "Now,
the Philippines is a prime candidate for the role of the
next Vietnam.'"™ This is the case because of the failure
of ‘the Philippine officials to implement the vague re-
fiorms proposed by Lansdale 'and of the focus of .patriotic
criticism a't ‘the’ American bases at Subic Bay and Clark
Fiela COYEECRE -
“Since Vletnam is viewed as the model for defeating
”neople s wars" Lansdale proposes combatting popular

“havolution With ar idea and with organization. He would

~ H

onpose national “}iberation with a better:idea based on
the eXport of ‘Amefican, English and French political
tmeory “HoweVeér; 'in Lansdale's formulation these boil

it down: ko’ meaningless ‘political generalities. : Lansdale's

concrete indications of the organization for victory over
the guerrillas begins by instilling 'patriotism! through



T A H  assumptdion of the “responsibility of stabilizing the
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the theatrical gimmick of forcing all the Vietnamese

clients of the United States to sign in blood a declara-
tion of independence to save the Saigon regime, that 1s,
to save their jobs. The succeeding step in this program
of Vietnamese 'patriotism' begins with the United States

govérimentiiso -thatithere 1s no fear among the United
States' clients that they will lose their jobs. Since
it would be 'premature' to set a date for elections,

a permanent 'provisional'! government must be kept in
power by the United States. Meanwhile, to satisfy

- "public opinion a play-acting assembly would be convoked
"“for the politiclans to posture in without going to the

pecople with their appeals. The members.of the assembly
would be sent into various areas.sto discover if condi-
tions exlisted in a district for an election and where
conditlonsg wéere favorable American aid should be rapidly
dispatched - undoubtedly as an incentive:and reward for
the correct {pro-American) electoral action. Such as-
semblies are familiar to the Vietnamese as they were

the facades behind which the French and later Diem, under
Lansdale's inspiration, ruled, :

+ . Fori Lansdale national independence 1s the great
cause for Vietnamese just-as it was for Americans; but
thogse . who fought against Western. imperialilsm in the
mounhtains.and jungles as the Amerlcans fought English im-

- perlalismiare the traitors while those who remained in !

Salgon or went abroad to Hong Kong, Paris or New York
rather than fight were the patriots. Thus, 1n Lansdale's
mythology Ho Chi Minh and Vo Nguyen Glap were the Rene-
dict Arnolds of Vietnam because, like the ‘'traitorous’
Continental Congress and revolutionary army, they fought
the French and American imperialists. The real 'revolut-

+ ion' was Lansdale's management with Diem of the destruc-
-tion of the ofher major southern Vietnamese political

groups and the overthrow of the constitutional elements
which might have been considered bound by international

-law to implement the Geneva accords. - Glven the unreality

of Lansdale's major arguments, it i1s understandable that
United States strategists have limited. his role to dls-
tracting oplnion with a play-acting assembly while they
concentrate upon napalm, chemlcals and 'lazy-dog' weapons
in recognltion of the fact that the only American alterna-
tive to national liberation 1s - genoclde.
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Review

McGeorge Bundy, "THE END OF EITHER/OR,
Foreign Affairs, January 1967.

by Leonard Liggio
‘ McGeorge Bundy, perhaps better than any other of
the creators of present United States:foreign policy,.

recognizes that the expansion (survival) of ‘the United-.

States' world dominance requires the availability of \\“

evéry pogssible instrument and pollcy. No option, alter-
native or method must be excluded from the arsenal of
the policy- -maker. As Bundy indicates in his pralse of
the Kennedy administration, a' whole range of actlons,

A apparently contradictory, contribute to the maintenance

of the United States' world dominance, 1f properly,
subtly and wisely applied

Over and over he (Kennedy) insiSted ‘on the double

_wassertion of policies-which-stood in surface contra~-

" diction with-each, other'; resistandeé 'to tyranny and
‘relentlegs pursulb-of accommodation,‘reinforcement
of defense and new 1eaderéhip for disarmament coun-
ter-ingsurgency and the Peace COPpS, ‘epenings to the
left but no closed doors to the reazonable right;
an Alliance for Progresq and. unremitting oppogltion
to Castro.

Refusing to examine the "long line of decisions that has
brought us where we are in Viet Nam" Bundy argues for
providing the policy-makers with the means to use every
alternative to gain the Unlted States objectlives there
and in the world generally. Bundy acknowledges that the
withdrawal from Vietnam by the United States would not
automatically terminate United States' domination in
Southeast Asia. Bundy's major consideration is that the
experience of the Vietnam conflict will increase the con-
fidence of the American public in the government's abili-
ty to malntain United States' world dominance, including
the four-fifths of all foreign investments controlled by
the United States, to which he makes reference. The
major corizideration of maintaining and demonstrating

“Yne American public's commitment to "extensive policies"

and "extensive actions" require the policy-maker to
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apply mf!!tary and diplomatic means, bomblng and nego--
tiations, ‘ag™ pafallel inss ruments. ~.Part, of, the pur~ P
pose of theé:pPedént Viéetnam policy has been demonstrated;-«
already; the client govbrnments of the United States in ,
Southeast Asia are assured ‘that the United States govern--
ment will gamble on continulng them in power against
popular revolutiong&-even at’ thg coqt of hundredq of
thousands of Americad “trdops ‘and thousgands of American
casualties. What remains untested as yet is the
 willingness of the American- people to sustain such
policies and such loses of American lives. However,

even should the American people react negatively &to the
present United States intervention in Vietnam, the well-~
prepared policy-maker is provided with a multiplicity of-
alternative means to the end of United States dominance.
Thus, 1in reserve stands foreign aid for it is the. besc

long~range means of mainteining Amerlvan domlnaqce "”WE
need both military and economic action. "The Level of
our economic aid is too low today to serve our. own
interests. Thus, the genocidal destruction of the

Vietnamese people is consgistently accompanied by offers
of ever increasing ec¢onomlc aid - even to the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam.. The possibilities for gaining
American dominance are manifold as Bundy clearly
indicates. '
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STATEMENT. IN SUPPORT OF JOHN HARRIS

The persecutlon of Jphn Harris iz in the tradition.
af brutal 1ntimidation of courageous American disqentels.
Sacco and Vanzetti, the Scottsboro boys, the Rosenbeigs,
Yorten Sobell, William Fpton, David Mitchell and John
Farris - they are 1n,the great tradition of Amerlcan
revolutionary dissenters wno have been hounded and per-
zecuted by the perpetrators. of 1lnjustice.

What iz the.crime of John Harris?  He is defending
the oppressed Negro people of Los Angeles. - He is =
rilitant of the Student Non-Violent Co-ordinating Com-
nittee. He leafleted ahout the police murder of Leonard
Deadwyler. The odious California Criminal Syndicalist
Lhet of 1G19 is‘q notoriouq act. of oppression.. John

Harris is in the tradltion of ﬁmerlcan radicalism and
speaks fop what is decent in American life againet all

what ig vi 01ous and hateful - I raisge my voice in  his.. ...

support and appeal ta Amerlcans to prevent another legal
Lynching. of. another;brave man;,, i -
' “lim_“ Bertrand Ruqsell
- lst March 1967
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The final preparations are in progress for the
first regular sessiong of the International War Crimes
‘fribunal. The questieons of aggression and civilian
bombardment in Vietnam will be the central focus of these
wegglione, After presentation of documentation and tesgti- -
meny from witnesses on these questions, the hearings will
adjourn to permit the Tribunal members to study the evidence
and allow lts commissions to complete investigation of the
remaining questions which will be examined at later sessions
of the Tribunal.

With the meeting of .the Tribunal, financial neceds
expand greatly, and 1t 15 necessary to appeal most strongly
for financlal support. ‘While further investigating teams
have been sent to North Vietnam, the members of the ear-
lier investigating teams (which surveyed bombed areas, exe
amined the weaponry used in bombardments and interviewed
hundreds of witnesses in North Vietnam) must be flown
in to present thelr investigations to the Trlbunal.
Conslderation of the expense of alir fareg to bring together,
from every continent, Tribunal members, invegtigators and
experts, may indicate the enormous costs which are necessary
if the Tribunal's work is to be effectlve, We hope that
your generosity will match that of the Tribunal membership
and staff. We alsoc hope that whlle the Tribunal ig conduct-
ing 1ts flrst hearings, you wlll be holding meetings to dis-
cusg the Tribunal's work and collect funds to sustain 1t.

Contributions should be sent as soon ag posglble to:
THE BERTRAND RUSSELL PEACE FOUNDATION

342 West 84th Street
. . .New York, New York 10024
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UNITED STATES VS. DAVID MITCHELL

The legal case of David Mitchell in his refusal to accept
conscription into the Army of the United States has provided a
qualitative improvement in the constitutional issues surrounding
conscription. David Mitchell's reliance upon international legal
standards in his defense, especially the relevance of the Nuremberg
laws, gave his case an international significance and coverage.

It was Pavid Mitchell's courageous stand upon international
standards which inspired the International War Crimes Tribunal. As
Jean~Paul Sartre stated in Le Kouvel Observateur (November 30, 1966):

I{ is precisely from the gesture of David Mitchell

and a few others that the idea of our "tribunal" is born.
Cur investigation, if it returns a verdict of guilty

for the United States, should permit all the young
Americans who oppose Johnson's policy tc invoke not
only the Nuremberg laws but also the judgment of a
certain mumber of free men, who represent no party, no
power., It is better that we represent nothing. ...

We, on the contrary, are the agents of no power and

no one can say that we impose our law on pecple that

we hold under the boot. We are independent because
we:are weak. And our position is strong because we

do not seek to gend anyone to prison, but to bring

about a rebirth, in public opinion, at a sinister
moment in our history, of the idea that there can be
policies which are objectively and juridically criminal.

The United States Supreme Couri refused to hear David Mitchell's
case, However, Mr. Justice William O. Douglas, in his dissent,
provided the basis upon which, as frequently in the past, a strong
dissent soon becomes the majority opinion. Without David Mitchell's
several years of struggle in the courts, this fundamental stage

of constitutional development would remain unrealized.
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SUSTICE WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS' DISSENT:

Supreme Court of the United States

MITCHELL v. UNITED STATES_

ryg

(n Petltlon for Writ of Certiorari to the United Stateu
(ourt or Appealq for the Second Circuit

Ne, 1012, Decided March 20; 1967.
Mr, Justice Douglés, dissenting.

Petitioner did not report for induction atc ordered,
was indicted, convicted, and sentenced to five years im-
prisonment and his conviction was affirmed., 369 F. 24
323. His defense was that the "war'" in Vietnam was being
conducted in violation of various treaties to which we
were a signatory especially the Treaty of London of August
g, 1945, 59 Stat, 1544, which in Article 6{(a) declares that
"waging a war of aggression" ig a "erime against peace”
imposing "individual responsibility." Article 8 provides:

"The fact that the Defendant acted pursuant
to order of hig Government or of a superior shall
not free him from rcspongibility, but may be con-
sidered in mitigaticon of punishment if the Lri—
bunal determlneg that Juqtlcp 80 requires

Petitioner claimed that the ”war” in Vietnam was a
"yar of aggression'” within the meaning of the Treaty of
London and that Article & makes him responsible for part’-
cipating in it even though he is ordered to do go.¥

Mr. Justice Jackgon, the United States prosecutor at
Nuremberg, stated: "If certain acts in violation of trea-
ties are crimes, they are crimes whether the United States
doesg them or whether Germany doesg them, and we are not

*The trial court charged the jury that the Treaty of
ILendon did not interfere “in any manner in respect to this
d¢fendant fulfilling his duty under this order.”

-
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prepared to lay down a rule of, criminal conduct agalnst
others which‘we would not be willing to have invoked
against.us." . (International Conference on Military
Trials, Dept. State Pub, No. 3880, p. 330.)

Article VI ci 2 of the Constltution states that
”treatiee are a part of "the supreme.law of the land, and
the Judges in every State shall be bhound thereby

.There 1s a conelderable body of opinion that our
actions in Vietnam constitute the waging of an. aggressive
lrwar' " ) . o

This case preeente the questions

(1) whether the Treaty of London is a treaty within
the meaning of Art. VI, ecl. 2;

(2) whether the gquestion as to the waging of an
agressive (sic) "war" 1s in the context of this criminal
prosecution a Jueticiable question,

(3) whether the Vietnam episode 1g a "war" in the
sense of the Treabty; . ;

(4) whether petitioner has standing to rai«e the
question;

- £5) whether, if he has, it may be, tendered ag a
defense in -this criminal .cage or 1n amelioration of. the
puniehment ; .

Theqe are extremely sensitive and delicate questions
But they should, I think, be anqwered Even those who
think that the Nuremberg judgments were unconstitutional
by our guarantee relating to ex post facto laws would have
to take a different viaw of the. Treaty of London that pur-
ports to lay down a etandard of future conduct for all
the gignatories.

I intimate no opinion on the’ meritq . But I think the
petition for certiorari qhould be granted, We have here
a recurring question in present-day Selective,Service
cases.. S '
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Justice William O. Douglas' epochal
dissenting opinion resulted from David Mitchell's
appeal following his trial in the spring of 1966,
During that trial in the Federal Court in New
Haven, Ralph Schoenman presented testimony to sup-
port David Mitchell's legal defense based upon the
requirements of Internaticnal law. Mr. Schoenman
arrived at the trial directly from Hanol where he

“had gone to collect evidence specifically for the
Mitchell trial. The followlng excerpts are drawn
from Ralph Schoenman's eye-witness report of war
crimes in Vietnam,

"

A GLIMPSE OF ‘AMERICAN CRIMES IN VIETNAM

by

~Ralph' Schoenman

Over many years, Bertrand Russell has sought to alert
people in the West to the nature of the war waged by the
United States in Vietnam: He:has established international
committees of support for the people of Vietnam and is, at
the moment, preparing a War Crimes Tribunal in which emi-
nent people have been asked to participate. One Awerican
among many who have taken up" resiqtance to the war in
Vietnam 1s'David Mitchell, who is on trial for his refusal
to participate in the U.S.  Army in'Vietnam. Mitchell is
neither a pacifist nor-a consclientious objector. His con-
tention 1s that the United States is guilty of crimes '
agalnqt peace and crimes against humanity, in the preclse
gengse laid down at Nuremburg, and he citesgs as evidence the
Geneva Convention, the Geneva Accords of 195%, the Kellogg-
Briand- Treaty, the London Agreements of Nuremburg and the
United Nationq Charter. All but one of thesec aggreements
were formally ratified by the United States Senate and
gigned by American Pregsidents. As such, they are fully
binding within the terms of the American Constitution upon
all officials of the U.S3. Government and upon citizens of
the United States. Thus, says Mitchell, the use by the
United . 8tates of polson gas, poison chemicals, napalmn,
experimental fragmentation bombs, nerve gases and the vast
bombardment of hospitals, =schools, tuberculosis sanatoria
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and leprosoria are not merely in violation of legally
binding treaties, but are war crimes for which Germamns -
were hanged., Indeed, ordinary citizens of Germany who
failed to refuse orders by the government of the day were
executed at Nuremburg for complicity in crimes against
humanity and crimes against the peace., American Supreme
Justice Robert Jackson stated at Nuremburg that the Jjusti-
fication for the War Crimes Tribunal lay in the fact that
it mattered not whether the perpetrators of war crimes
were Germans or Americans. He stated that 1f the day
-should come when the United States Government were guilty
of such crimeg, it would be the duty of its gitizéns both
to refuse to carry them out and to oppose those who 1ssued
such orders, David Mitchell is on trial for insisting that
day has arrived. §

Bertrand Russell sent me to Vietnam to gather first
hand evidénce concerning such war crimes, evidence which
was to be used not only in defence of David Mltchell, but
in the international War Crimes Tribunal which Lord Russell
wag in the process of establishing. I arrived in Hanoi
on February 21 and travelled in.five'provinces under heavy
bombardment. South.of Thanh, Hoa, in Ha Tay, Nam Ha, Ninh
Binh and the surrounds of Hanoi I saw the result of 650
sorties per week, bombg of 1,000 pounds, napalm, phog-
phorous and a fiendish weapon known as "the lazy dog".

Meeting Ho Chi Minh

Seven o'clock on the morning after my arrival in
Hanoli I was received by Prime Minister Pham Van Dong and
Pregldent Ho Chl Minh. Ho Chi Minh moves with agility and
dresses 1n simple baggy trousers, a long, open shirt and
open Sandals. His manner 1sg direct, and hisg humour im-
mediate. The warmth and. the comradeship which were
gshown moved me. I retained the terrible feeling that I
wag an American, moving amongst the victimsg of the crimes
of my Government and obliging them to repeat for me their
everyday experience 8o I might write it down. Alfhough
an American ciltizen, I have lived in England for eight
years. I return frequently tc the United States, and
went there immediately after my trip to North Vietnam to
. give evidence in the trilal of David Mitchell in Hartford,
Connecticut.
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The Blitz and Vietnam

"Ho Chi Minh and Pham Van Dong know the West well,
sur culture and our history. Ho Chi Minh ig familiar with
the streets of London, Parig, and New York, They are life-
long revolutionary leaders, internationalists, literally
men of the world. Both recall clearly and personally the
Nazi invasion of Europe. They discussed the requests made
to them so frequently by westerners to accept negotlations
with the United States. How, they had been asked, could
they expect the war to end unlesgs there were negotiationsg?
The Vietnamese leaders are reminded of England in 1940,
when the Luf'twaffe was bombing London, Coventry, Bristel,
Manchester, and Glasgow, To the British, this was their
finest hour, because, after a few months of bombing of a
few cities the expectation on the part of others that the
great power of Germany weould intimidate them was not ful-
filled. The British were proud, and indignant at the thought
that they would yield. What 1s it that makes such resis--
tance and such zentiments permissible for Britons after
"a few months of bombing, but . impermissgible for an agrarian
people withstanding the invasion and atrocity of the United
States of America? The people and leaders of Vietnam view
this véry simply: ©racism. I feel 1t passionately since
my return to the West: the racism of imperialism, which
is in the air we brecathe, the same racism displayed by
Johnson when he said, "Unless the United States has un-
challengeable air power, we shall be hostage to every yellow
dwarf with a pocket knife," ' :

Negotiationg or Surrender?

Just as a peace mission from Mussolini would have
been absurd to any Englishman in 1940, and just as negotia-
tiong with Hitler while the bombs fell on London and Coventry
would have been treated as an insult to the self-respect
and intelligence of every Engllshman, so to the Vietnamese
the suggestion that they must negotiate with the United:
States, while American troops are in occupation of their
country, is but another expression of Western arrogance and
racism. When Ho Chi Minh says: '"We will go on another
five, ten, fifteen or twenty years, if necessary," he is
not indulging in rhetoric. The Vietnamese reésistance will
not be ended. The Vietnamese war will be ended when the
resistance within America has made it imposelble for it to
g0 on.
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During my talk with Premier Pham Van Dong we

-"dwelt on the level of consciousness in the United

States and the possibilities of serious resistance,.
. There were moments 1n the conversation when the
~welght of American regpongibility and my feellings
‘of shame and humiliation pained me too deeply, and
I was silent. Pham Van Dong took my hand and said:

"My dear brother, the struggle is long
-and our people endure much. We are comrades
in arms: you, Americang, who work to awaken
your people and to resist your rulers, and we,
who struggle in the field. It 1g the game
fight."

Even while they expect little from us, they are
moved and grateful for the little they receive, for
they sce the birth of an American resistance as one of
the rewards for their sacrifice. An American emergence
, and an American consclougness of our place in the world
i'and - our relationship to our rulers will be the gift
: of ‘the people of Vietnam to the people of the United
States. It would be a mistake to think that we do
them any favour. The pity of the horror which has
been borne by Vietnam 1s not a pity deserved by the
Vietnamese. . There 1s nothing pitiful about them. In
their very suffering they are heroic, It 18 not passivity
which marks them, but sacrifice gnd resistance. The pity
lies in the cruel historic reality which renders the -
American people apathetic and acgulescent asg this horror
1s perpetrated in their name. I feel certain that the
American emergence of the next generation, and the
generation after that, will trace its origins to the
quarter century revolution in Vietnam: fthat great and
liberating event to which we owe more than solidarity.

Bertrand Russell has saild:

"The people'of Vietnam are the world's
soldiers for justice. Their struggle 1s epic,
a permanent reminder of the heroism of which
human beings are capable when dedlicated to a
noble ideal. Let us salute the people of Vietnam."

Pham Van Dong had offered to make all facilities
available for the gathering of evidence. Our requests
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that victims should be able to give evidence at the trial

of David Mitchell and during the proceedings of the inter-
national War Crimes Tribunal under preparation were willingly
accepted by the Prime Minister, and by President Ho Chi

Minh. One of the requests made wag to meet captured U.S.
pilots, in order to learn from them the nature of their
targets in Vietnam, and their feelings about what they had
been doing. This request was also met, and a meeting was
established with the then most recently captured pilot,
Lieutenant-Commander Gerald L. Coffee,

A Captured Pilot

Wnen I met Coffee, I introduced myself and told him
I was an American. I did not inform him of the purpose
of my visit. I had decided beforehand that I should keep
this informatlon to myself until after our discussion had
concluded, so as not to influence his words with knowledge
of what information I was seeking. After our discussion
had concluded, I sent him a letter, informing him of all
aspects of my misslon. '

Lieutenant-Commander Coffee is a professional who
was based on the U.S. aircraft carrier Kittyhawk. He
wag evidently in sound health, alert and showed no gigns
‘whatever of maltreatment. He had been shot down on February
3, 30 mileg north of Vinh city. I asked him what happened
to him, after that. He =aid: ‘

"T received.a broken arm from the ejection
point. I got medical attention quickly. I was
down in a remote area and taken to & village, to
a hut where I was treated. I got the best attention
possible. They made it ag comfortable as they could.
They bandaged me. Within a couple of hours I was
given a meal of hot rice,

"When I had regained consciousness in the water,
I found everything necessary had been done for me,
My parachute was removed. My flotation gear was in-
flated, We were about half & mile from the beach.
The two small boates which had rescued me were full
of people. When the boats arrived, the cover jets
came and strafed the boats carrying me. The people
in the boats were armed with rifles, plstols and
machine guns. The american jets made gix strafing
passes before I was able to get to the beach.
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Amazed

"No mistreatment occurred at any time.
The strafing of our planes had no effect on
thelr attitude to me. I wag amazed. I couldn't
understand it. I had expected the worst. I
stayed at a village until sundown on February
3. There were six windows in the house.
"People came from the whole vicinity. My be-
longings were taken from me. 1 was utterly
astonished at the treatment I wag getting.
It became apparent to me, after a time, that
this was their policy. They took me to another
- village. People wére curious and gathered
© around to see¢ me, I was offered hot tea. The
children followed me and tried to touch me.
"That night, I was taken to another place,
where I was also treated well, I was fed; my
bandages were changed; they gave me all I could
eat. The man in charge said that the people
were deeply angry, as the bombings were still
going on, and they took me to another area
bécause of the aroused feelings of the people,
but I encountered no hostility, anywhere.

Could Have Shot Me

"During the questioning, I came to
realise that they could just as well have shot
me. They had it non-stop, the bombing, for over
a year. Everything was under attack. I whole-
heartedly accept their designation of criminal.
I was kept at the second place for three days.
My wounds were treated, I was fed. Anybody who
could speak English or French asked me: "Why
are you here? Why have you come to Vietnam?!

I couldn't answer them.

"What impressed me more than anything
wags the overasll gentleness of the people to me.
Gentleness 1s thée right word. I can hold nothing
against them. The civilian casualties they .
guffer are net ordinary ones. They are the
reault, in my opinion, of unilateral, criminal
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aggression., I have to say that I played a.definite
part in this. The word 'criminal' is exact. It is
true. I can't deny it. I have observed the gentle-

ness of these people, not only in the way they

treated me. While I was in thelr homes, they talked
together. They joked. They took tea. The atmos-
phere was gentle, in a family way. What I like and
prefer. They made me feel at ease. They were sim-
ple people, tillers of the soil, farmers, peasants
and they freated me kindly. Two things became very
apparent.” One was their real love for Ho €hi Minh.

... Whenever his name would come up their eyes would

light up. They obviously revere him. The gecond

was thig fantastic and unanimous determination of
theire not to be intimidated by the bombing. I could
se¢ that each new bombing raild, with its déath and
destruction, brought more and more hate to thelr heartes

_ for Americans.

. Diagnosis and Treatment

"I was brought north slowly My interpreter was
from Thanh Hoa. We Qtopped at his home. We vigited
his family and he took me in to them, I was offered
hot tea. We stayed and talked. When we arrived in
Hznoi, my arm and dislocated elbow were bad. They
were swollen and beginning to be infected. . That
wag February 7. By the 11th, I had seen practlcally

.a corpa of doctors, who visited me at the prison.

"hey 3dlagnhosed me and _then they operated on my hand.
Cn the 11th I was taken to a hoaplital and my arm
was X-rayed. They gave me an anaesthetic and re-
turned my elilbow to its soccket. They put my arm

711n a cagt, which I kept on for two weeks. Through-

out this time, I wag given medication, They gave me
four injections in four days. On February 26 they
took more X-rays and they put a new cagt on, which

T will keep on until the end of March.

"In prison they have guestioned me and they have
tried to¢ explain their view of the true igssues of the
Vietnamese war and the feelings of the Vietnamese
people. The living conditions are simple, but always
adequate., The sanitation is fine. I am given enough
clothing and more than sufficient food each day. I
am able to wash when I wish. They have given me a

\‘—"
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tooth brush and toothpaste, along with soap

and towel. I can't get over the fact that

the guards are so sympathetic¢, They help

me To dress and do small things for me, un-

. grudgingly. They button me, hecause I have
trouble with my broken arm.

The Logic of the Whole Story

"Apart from the discussions which I
have, they have glven me a great amount of
literature. I received this with complete
gcepticism and susplciousness. It all deals
with South Vietnam and the origines of the war
~and the involvement of the United States. I
have to say that I am unable to refute the logic
of the whole story. It is unanswerable. I
‘belleve now I know, for the first time, who we

are really fighting in South Vietnam.

"T know the pretenceq under which I
was willing to flght The pathetic thing is
that you can't call it political indoctrination.
I could have found cut the same damn things at
home, in the library, on my own. If I had only
taken the time,it would have. been Just as easy
for me to find this out at home. I was willing
to take part in this war for the usual, rather
vague reasons of protecting our democratic way
of 1life, honouring our agreements with our allies
and resiqtlng communism., I have been here a
short tlme, but I have seen enough to know that
none of this applies here. My contemporaries and
I are all guilty of the same thing: .of not making
the effort to really find out what it is all
about. Unfortunately, that is really the way the
maJority of the Amerlican people are. Right up
to Februarj 2 I considered the anti-war demonstra-
tions intolerable. I couldn't_underqtand what
they were stirred up about. It seemed to me out-
:rageouq I, never thought about what they were
doing. I never took the time to find out. Now
I feel very strongly, because of the very deep
love and affection I have for my country. I feel
_very. strongly _We have no business here., : We
"are involved in a situation in which we have no

right. I think I understand how we became involved.

I have thought a lot,

7+
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Their Resistance

"When the Vietnamese were fighting their
registance againsgt the French, we aided the French,
We gave them arms and officers and paid for most of
it. Mainly for two reasons. Under the French, we
could gtill get the tin, rubber and tungsten the Unlited
States wanted from the Indo-Chinese area. -They showed
me a statement of Eisenhower's. Also, under the
French, we were agsured of a military hold in Indo-
China, which we thought was necessary. But in spite
of our aid and our willingness to get involved, the
Vietnamese revelution defeated the French. As far
as I can make out, Ho Chl Minh was able to unite a
number of different revolutionary fronts and; there-

~fore, to lead the defeat of the French. The Geneva

Agreements were made and stipulated that there should
be no foreign military personnel or military goods

in Vietnam. The Agreements clearly guarantee the
territorial integrity and independence of Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos.

T Can't Deny

"These are the things I have been reading, and
they correspond to what I remember vaguely, from the
talks we used to have, The division of the Seven-
teenth Parallel was provisional. There was supposed
to be demilitarisation and neither Government was
supposed to enter in military alliances or permit
any foreign military invervention. There was sup-
posed to be an election after two years to reunify
the country, but two months after the Agreemeqts we
formed S.E.A.T7.0. and included Vietnam, Cambodia
and Laog as areag under our military protection.

It was obvious that we still wanted a military
hold on Indo-China. So the PFrench left, and we

put Dlem in power and made Bao Dal the Emperor.
Then he was made Premier,after z referendum which
we ran. Then we started putting in massive aid

to keep control and built up the army, police and
militia. We get up the Military Advisory Aid
Group and sent U.S. troops. I can't deny that this
violates the Geneva Agreements. Those Agreements
were s[upposed to unify Vietnam,



"The Diem Government was obviously unpopular.
He persecuted non-Catholics and eatablished o
dictatorship. He put hig family in office. .He
could never have lasted without our military
backing. As the elections approached he refused
" offers from North Vietnam for elections and ig-
nored the provisions of the Geneva Conference, andc
this was done with the insistence of our Govern-
ment. It is perfectly clear, and even Eisenhower
said it, that elections would have put Ho Chi
Minh in as President. I tell you, I think rightly
so. What 1s the difference between him and Weshing-
ton? He 1s thelr revolutionary hero. He brought
land reform and economic stability. I could sce
that myself. That is why we did not let Diem hold
elections., These people want reunification. They
want to se¢ the labour of their revolution bear
fruit. They don't want their victory over the
French to be made meaningless and they dream of
reunification, and we shattered that dream., Only
a revolution was left to them. The revolution
wag based on their bitterness at the betrayal
It seems to me that the Natlonal Liberation Front
- was trying to free them and was called 'communiszt'
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" becauge it tried to defeat our plan to stay.

Majbe it has communist 1nclinations, but 1t seems
:tp be'a national body. We are fighting the people
of Vietnam.  We are refusing to deal with thes
people of Vietnam. I thought I was stopplng the
gpread of communism, but I have secen the 1ife her:,
They are fed. They are productive., They seem

to be happy, despite what we are doing. How can
1t be worse than the South?

A Coup Every Day.

"I know the literature I read was printed in
Hanoi and, as I told you, I was completely sceptical.
But I remember the reports of what Diem was like,
and we always joked about how there was a coup
every day, and we were setting up another bunch.

At the time I thought it was the thing to do.

I don't know if anyone had the foresight to

realise ‘what 1t meant. We make so much of the
supposed 'aid from North Vietnam to South Vietiam,
ag if they were a disinterested party, horning

in on something none of their business., Bubt what
they want is the -reunification of their country,
and they are the same people. Reunification is part
of their national purpose. It's practically iIn the
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Congtitution. I think, logically, they have

every right in the world to assist as best they
can. They have the szane goal -- reunification and
independence of the country. If we escalate fur-
ther 1t will result in drawing in other countries,
including China. The devastation and the sacrifice
of life will be appalling.

"Everything I have read and everything I am
telling you is compounded by the fact that our cause
gimply isn't just, We are sacrificing whatever
honour and respect we might have., We could honour
these Geneva Agreements, say we were wrong, accept
the four-peoint plan of Ho Chi Minh, because all that
it is 18 the implementation of the Geneva Agreements,
We should leave Vietnam,

A Unique Point of View

"I am 31 years old and I am from Modesto, Calif,
My parentg_are in Hanford, California. I have a
wife and three children in Sanford, Florida. My wife
18 expecting our fourth child and-I am really wor-
ried about her. She doesn't know whether I am dead
or alive. I want to write an open . letter to the
American people. My feelings are what I have told
you. I am neither a journalist, a political scien-
tist or a crusader, But I have a unique point of
view because of my experience here and maybe people
will listen to me. Don't rely on what I say. Find
out for yourself and, when you see, take any step
you can t©o stop this war., I want fto write to Time,
Newsweek and the U.S5. Newg and World Report. I may
be | naive, but maybe they will give me space.

Respected Naval Officer

"To attest to my integrity, I want to tell you
that I have been a respected naval officer for eight
vyears. I hold the Distinguished Flying Cross, I
have taken part in reconnaissgance flights over Cuba,
I have a personal letter of commendation from the
Director of the Marine Corps, General Shoup, for my
reconnaissance flights over Cuba during the miggile
crigis in October 1962. I have been promoted to the



rank of Lieutenant-Commander a year earlier

than my peers. By writing these letters I

am going to be laying my military career on

the 1line. I have always been loyal toc my
profession and I love my country deeply. But

the time has come when the two are not compatible.

- I must do what I think is right for my country.

"They will say: 'He is a prisoner. It is the
way he will get home.' There are over 100 pilots
captured, but it is not that with me. It will save

"1ives and also our country's honour. Please point

out the bit about political indcctrination..  With
the exception of my contact with the Vietnamese
people, everything I have learned and everything
I have told you I could have found out at home,

" 1f I had taken the time. Believe me. .Nothing I

have sald to you is rehearsed, It reflects the
thought I have given the wholc thing after what I

" have seen and experienced I qpeak to you and I

is pl

want to ask you how.can I best reach the American
people? I want to write To Time, Newsweek and
U.S. News and World Report, and I chose them becaus:

they seem to me to be the best way to reach the
people I want to reach. But I have had no favours
here, no specizl treatment, no offers., I want
people to know, I really do. I am laylng it on
the line."

Coffec ig a Catholic and a very religious man. It
ain to me that his views are prompted by no ideo-

logical commitment other than the sentiments induced
by the direct contact with the situation and? populatlon
-of Vietnam. ;

Lieutenant—cemmander Coffee is a professional. It

was apparent to me that he believed what he had: been told
by his officers and, because he believed thisg, he was all

" the more shaken and disturbed by the realities he encoun-
“tered.

The first shock was the disparity between what

he had been told about communists and the medical atten-

tion
fact

he was glven by them after his capture. The gecond
was the horror of the bombing in which he had so

recently participated.

*. ® %
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UNITED STATES VS. EDWARD ANDRE OQUENDO

David Mitchell does not stand alone. Other young
men are waging similar court battles asgs a result of their
refusal to participate in what they see as a war of ag-
gression being waged by the United States in Vietnam. The
case of Edward Andre Oquendo, who is Negro and Puerto Rican,
delves specifically into the racist nature of the war.

Conrad J. Lynn, a member of one of the investigating
teamg sent to the Democratic Republic of Vietnam by the
International War Crimes Tribunal, prepared the following
brief in defense of Edward Ogquendo, wno has been. indicted
by the U.S. government for refusing to be inducdted into
the Army. 5

. It i8 our hope that evidence compiled and documentated
by the Tribunal will provide further substantiation of the
cases of Mitchell and Oquendo and the others now being
fought in the courts and the many more which will undoub-
tedly be fought in the- future.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW-YORK'

Unlted States of Amerlca against Edward Andre Oquendo De-
fendant

- Defendantt's Trial Memorandum
Statement

Edward A. Oquendo duly registered under Selective
Service regulations in 1965, . When he received notice
that he had. been classified as eligible for the Armed
Forces - 1-A - he wrote a letter to his draft board ac-
cusing the United Stateg of waging an unprincipled war of
aggression against a small colored nation many thousands
of miles from American shores. As a youth of Afro-American
and Puerto Rican extraction, he made it plain that he could
. not consgcientiously participate in the war crimes hiq coun-
try was commlttlng -
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He was ordered to report for induction. He
requested a hearing before the board with representation
by an attorney. By letter of March 7, 1966 the draft
board notified his attorneys that no counsel would be
permited at any hearing. In August 1966 the Grand Jury
indicted defendant for failure to report for induction

- as directed on May 20, 1966, The defendant has remained

free on his own recognizance, pending trial.
Tssues Involved
1. - Was the draft board's order to repoft vélid?
2. May the defendant refuse to serve in this war?

3. Is the Selective Service Act, as applled,
“constitutional?

4, Was the defendant entitled to a hearing,
represented by counsel?

POINT I

The Local Draft Board, No. 48, asserting Jurisdiction
over this defendant is composed of citizens of the
Borough of Brooklyn in New York City. 888 Regulation,
Sec. 1603.1 But its membership is practically all-white.
No Puerto Ricans serve on the Board. About one-quarter
of Brooklyn's two million population consists of Negroes
and Puerto Ricans. When so large a segment of the body
politic is barred from the institution sending 1ts sons
to war, a prima facie case of racial discrimination is
presented. 50 U.S.C.A., Appx. Sec. 455, Cf. U.8. ex rel.
Lynn v, Downer, 140 F. 2d 397, cert, denied 64 S. Ct, 1263,
In the-cited action the majority of the Court of Appeals
for this Circuit ruled, in effect, that the history of
segregation in the Armed Forces excused discrimination
on account of race in the Selective Service System. The
executive order of President Truman in 1948 ostensibly
abolishing segregation in the Armed Forces, however,
made the dissenting opinion of Clark, Ch. J. the dominant
Jjudleclal view., A gtructural defect in the composition
of the Board 1s incompatible with constitutional require-~
ments of due process under the PFifth Amendment of the
United States Constitptioq.
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On November 14, 1966 the question of an all-white
draft selection board was ralsged in a suit filed in the
Federal District Court in Jackson, Mississippi, by the
Lawyer's Committee for Civil Rlights.,under Law on behalf
of ‘a twenty year-old Negro, Otis Sumrall, facing induction
into the Armed Forces. "The New York Times," 11/15/66,

- Here, as there, a black youth has a right under the
Fifth Amendment and Sec. 544 of 50 U.S.C.A., Appx. not to
be classified or inducted by a local board from which
Negroes or Puerto Ricans have been excluded. VWhen 1t is
recalled that black Americans are serving in Vietnam 1in a
far higher proportion than thelr numbers in the general
population warrants, when the assistant secretary of labor
openly advocates concentrating of sending black youth to
army service ("The Negro Family -- The Case for National
Actioh", Daniel Moynihan, Office of Policy Planning and
Research - U.S. Dept. of Labor, March 1965), when the
Defense Department admitted as-long ago as March, 1966 that
the rate of Afro-American casualtiez is roughly twice the
proportion of this race in the whole population, the objec-
tion of the defendant to being ordered to report for induc-
tion is geen to be no mere gulbble but a fundamental asser-
tion of his right to be selected for service without dis-
crimination. "The New York Times", 3/10/66, p. 4. Because
of the lack of a fair cross-section of people on the draft

- board, 1ts order. to this defendant to report for service
- was invalld. .

POINT IT
The draft is being unconsgtitutionally applied.

Under well-settled principles of consgtitutional law
the test of the vallidity of a statute is determined by an
examination .of ite terms juxtaposed to provisions of. the
basic document., But that test is only the first impregsion.
The application of the statute in practice must also meet
constitutional safeguards. U.S. v. Gearey, 368 F.2d 144 (1966);
Herndon v. Lowry, 301 U.S. 242; Barr v. City of Columbia,
84 5. Ct. 1734 (1964), The Universal Military Training and
Service Act, which this defendant is charged with violating,
is based upon the war powers of Congress. Article I, Section
8, of the United States Constitutlon specifies that




"The Congress shall have power to lay and
collect taxes... to pay the debts and provide
for the common defense and general welfare
of the United States... to declare war... to
raise and support armies... to provide and main-
tain a navy... to make rules for the government
and regulation of the land and naval forces; to
provide for calling forth the milltia to execute
the laws of the unlon, suppress insurrectiong and
repel invasions; to provide for organizing, arming
and disciplining the militia..."

Here, 1t must be noted that the war power ig limites
to providing for the common defense. Nowhers in the
fundamental law is there authorization for waging
aggressive war., The men who wrote the Constitution
well knew the abuses attendant upon sole executive
control of armies. The prerogative of the monarch
in levying upon men and property and waging war ot
his whim were all too recent in their memories, £
representative assembly of the people was consider:d o
safe depogitory of the war-making power. Hence, the
gole power in Congress to declare war. In times nant
the Supreme Court has recognized these plain limitation:
in the Constitution., Chief Justice Taney, writing the
majority opinion in a case arising out of the Mexican
War stated:

"...the genius and character of our institutions
are peaceful and the power to declare war wag no.
confeerred upon Congress for the purpoge of az-
gression or aggrandizement, but to enable the
general government to vindicate by arms, if it
should become necessary, its own rights and the
rights of its citizens.” Fleming et al. v. Page.
9 How. 603,

Ig this government now waging a war of gelf-defence

in Southeast Asia? Unless words have lost their meanirg
this country is pursuing an agressive military inter-
vention in Vietnam. Mr. Justice William O. Douglas

of the United States Supreme Court declared in a speech
before Middle Tennessee State Unlversity on March &,
1966 that the "United States is violating the United

~ Nations Charter by waging aggressive war in Vietnan,"

- "The Nashville Tennesseean", March 9, 1966. He continuc?:
", ..too often, the United States accepts the rule of law
only when doing so is to sur advantage." "The Nashvilie
Banner" March 9, 1966,

s



C o
22

“Nor is it any answer to assert that Congress can
draft soldiers in peace time also. The purpose of any
draft must be the common defense. When the purpcse has
clearly become the uszse of the draft to raise armlesg for
aggression, it is being unconsztitutionally applied. The
Selective Service System has become the chief instrument
enabling the government to maintain the largest armed
forces of any nation in the world. It iIs true that a
minority of the men in service are draftees. But the
threat of conscription makes many men volunteer in order
to select a particular service and to end their eligibllity
- for drafting.

"The blackmail aspects of the draft were
bluntly admitted during the 1959 House Armed Ser-
vices Committee hearings by Assistant Secretary of
Defense Charles G. Finucane who stressed the value

of the draft as a threat in encouraging enlistments...

"We are criminal when we dominate or threaten
to dominate small nations, both in terms of the
people's right to self-determination (e.g. Cuba,
South Vietnam) and in terms of the possibility of
guerrilla aggreasion escalating into nuclear war..."”
'Extension of the Draft and Related Authorities,'
H.R, 2438 (S5.846), March 12, 1963, pp. 72, 73.

By refusing to obey the order of his draft board to
*Lport for induction the defendant is acting in the highest
traditions of a c¢ltizen in a democratic soclety. He feels
obligated to point out by his action the trampling of law
and constitution by his government. He 1s summoning his
fellow citizens to join with him in his effort to stop
this fatal course. :

POINT LLE

The government ig violating international law and
committing war crimes.

Not only does the government flout the constitution

"

by its invalid application of the draft law, it also violates

the fundamental law in itz disregard for treaty obligations.

In the American governmental scheme a treaty 1s accorded
the same status as a provision of the constitution 1tself,
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After the carnage of World War I the Supreme Court
foresaw the necessity of curbing national sovereignty
in order that.man might survive upon the earth:. Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes, in writing the opinion of the
Court in Holland v. Missouri, 252 U S. 416, placed
treaties on a par with the United States Constitution:

"Acts of Congress are the Supreme Law of
the Land only when made in pursuance of thé
constitution while treaties are declared to be so
when made under the authority of the United States...'
At the same time treaties are a part of the body of in-
ternational law:

"...it is clear that all tribunals in the- United
States will 'apply and enforce the principles of
international law as a part of the law of the
land." I Hyde, International Law Chiefly As
Interpreted and Applied By the United States
17 (1947).
Other Westérn countries have long recognized the nece:z-
gity of subordinating municipal law to international law
In France, Italy, the Federal Republic of Germany and

~ the Netherlands the view prevails that treaties over-

~ride all municipal or internal law. The French .
Constitution of 1946 incorporates this position. &9 _
American Journal of International Law, 347.

On August 27, 1928.the United States ratified
"The General Pact for the Renunciation of War."
Known as the Kellogg-Briand Pact it was later accepted
by nearly all the nations of the world., L.I. Snyder,
"Fifty Major Documentg of the Twentieth Century," opbv.
65-67. Article I reads:

"The High Contracting Parties solemnly
declare 1in the names of their respective peoples
. that they condemn recourse to war for the solution
of international controversies and renounce it
as an instrument of national policy in their
relations with one another."
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Afticle II reads:

"The High Contracting Parties agree that the
settlement or solution of all disputes or conflicts of
- whatever nature or of whatever origin they may be,
which may arise among them, shall never be sought
except by pacific means." '

In many succeeding treaties the United Stateg renounced

the use of war as an instrument of foreigh policy. Finally,
the United Stateg took the lead in organizing the United
Nations. The Charter of the United Nations constitutes the
most ambitlous effort in history to effect international
peace and order by treaty. Article 2 thereof states:

"The Organization and its Members, in pursuit
of the Purposes stated in Article I, shall act in
accordance with the following Principles

3. All Members shall settle their international
disputes by peaceful means ...

4, All Members shall refrein in their international
relationg from the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political indepen-
dence of any state,.." Snyder, supra, pp. 152-154,

In view of the Hague Regulations of 1907 and the Geneva
Protocol of 1925 banning asphyXiating or polsonous gases on
¢ivilians, prohibiting the bombardment of undefended towns
and villages and the destructlion of foodstuffs or the
humiliation, murder, and torture of prisoners, it 1s impos-
gible for the United States to answer the noble New Year's
message of Ho Chi Minh, Chief of State of North Vietnam
directed 'to the American people zt year's end in 1966:

"The Vietnamese and American people should
have 1lived in peace and friendship... but the
United States government has brazenly sent over
400,000 American troops along with thousands of
aircraft and hundreds of warships to wage aggression
against Vietnam,
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"Night and day it has used napalm bombs,
toxic gases, fragmentation bombs and other
modern weapons to massacre cur people, not
sparing even old persons, women and children.
It has burnt down or destroyed villages and towns,
perpetrating extremely savage crimes.

POINT IV
The individual 1s obligated to repudiﬁte the war
crimeq of his government.

The convention setting up the International Military
Tribunal for the Nuremberg trials ushered in a new era

IO

" in the age-old effort of man to curb governmental savagery.

Because of the horrors enacted by German fasclsm, atten-
ded by the lack of conscience of the German people, the
international community was moved to create legal pre-
cedent for the principle of individual guilt and res-

" ponsibility above the laws of a criminal state. Charter
- of the International Military Tribunal, Art. 1, R.K,
Woetzel, "The Nuremberg Trials in International Law,"
Appx., p. 273. Twenty-three nations drew . up the indict-
ment of war crimes,: crimes against peace and crimes
against humanity. A major precedent was thus laid for
the judgment and prosecution, not only of the heads of
governments for war atrocities but also of individuals

- who knowingly participate in the war crimes of their

rulers.

13 bl
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Article 6 of the Charter of the IMT states: -

, .The following acts, or any of them are
‘crimes .coming within the jurisdiction of the
Tribunal for .which there shall be individual res-
ponsibility:

a) Crimes agalnst peace: namely, planning, prepara-

tion, initiation. or waging of a war of aggressgion,,

b) War crimes: namely, violations of the laws or
customs of war. Such violations shall include,
but not be limited to, murder, ill-treatment or
deportation to glave labor... of civilian popula-
tions... killing of hostages, plunder of public

., property, wanton destruction of cities, towns
" or villages or devastation not justified by
military negessity.
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¢) Crimes agoinst humanity: namely, nurder,
extermination... and other inhumane acts
committed against any civilian population,
before or during the war..."

Scholars in the fleld of international law have long held
that intermational law would merely remain a body of moral
precepts if its rulegs did not directly apply to individuals
as contrasted to governments. Woetzel, supra, p. 98. By
its adherence to the Permanent Court of International Jus-
tice the United States has implicitly recognized that the
atrocious ‘war .crimesg being committed by its leaders may
require that they be brought to justice before an interna-
tional tribunal. The impending War Crimes Hearings scheduled
by the Bertrand Russgell Foundation only adumbrates the fu-
ture. - In the case of Jurisdiction of the Courts of Danzig

-the Permanent Court has already ruled. "that there is nothing

to stop the .application.of international law to the individual
where the intention to make a right or duty apply to an
individual where the intention:to .make a right or duty apply
to .an individual was manifest in the treaty." Woetzel,

Yogupra, p. 99.

' The.whole;thrusm pof the book of the Chairman of the

"Senate Foreign Relations committee is that the United States

makes a possibly fatal mistake in believing that it can
escape this judgment. J. William Fulbright, "The arrogance
of Power" (1967)

Nor can there be any doubt that daily atrocitieg are
being commlitted by U.S. government forces. The horrors
are delivered to the .living roomsg of many millions of
Americang every day through their television sets 1in an
obvious attempt by the government to inure-the people
to officially-~sanctioned savagery.

Edward A. Oguendo will have no part of this noisome
business., By hig exXample he szseeks to stir the somnolent
conaclence of the American people.

His conscience hag not slept because he has observed
in his own experience the inhumanity of American authoritles
in his own country to the oppressed black minority. As a
worker for the Mississippl Freedom Democratic Party, he
wltneaged the brutality of Southern white officials deter-
mined to prevent the exercise of democratic rights by the

. ~
-
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black masses in the Deltd.. He is aware that the
marderer of an NAACP officer, Medgar Evers, is now -
a candidate for Lieutenant Governor in the State of
Mississippi. And it is not at all unlikely that this
scoundrel, Byron de la Beckwith, will be elected on
the platform 'He Kept the Nigger in His Place.'!

27

In his own community of Brooklyn Oquendo's
activity with the Congress of Racial Equallity has

demonstrated to him that the real ideology which animates

the majority wdr-fever 1ig hatred for people of color.
He knows that the brown and yellow people of Agia are

his brothers and he will not participate in thelr slaugh-

ter.

In his memoirs, '"Mandate for Change' ,_Elﬂenhower

#dtittEd that had an eleétion been permltted in July,

1956 as specified by the Geneva Agreement "possibly
80% of the population would have voted for Ho Chi
Minh..." (Page 273). Now, contrary to our own
revolutionary traditions the United States govern-

‘iment”1s.:}determined to prevent the Vietnamese people

from living under the aegis of the father of their
country. The defendant's stand with these sorely-beset
brothers makes it apparent that he is rightfully the
accuser rather than the accused.

POINT V

The deninl of right of counsel at beoard hearing
violated due process.

When defendant, through his counsel, made written
request for a hearing with counsel present, the draft
board informed him that regulations would not permit
a counselor-atv-law tc be present. Sel. Svce. Reg.
1624,1. Such a restriction is a violation of the
Sixth Amendment., It is true that Selective Service
System processing is not considered a criminal pro-
ceeding but violation of orders issuing therefrom
are felonies., To be deprived of counsel at an inter-
rogatory stage of these proceedings is to be denied
the effective asslstance of counsel. Cf. Powell v.
Ala., 287 U.S. 45; @ideon v. Wainwright, 83 3. Ct.
792 (1963); People v. McLaughlin, 291 N.Y. 480. On
this ground zlone the indictment should be dismissed.

-t
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But the defendant is urging no merely technical stand.
He urgeq the Court to consider the decisive substantive
issues he has raised to the end that the needed public

dialogue may result in a reversal of the government's
reprehensible course.

Dated: March 1, 1967
Regpéctfully submitted,

' Jl Conrad J. Lyhn
Attorney for Defendant

LET YOUR SUPPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL
BE KNOWN: :

The opening of the International War Crimeq Tribunal
ig a significant historical event, The gupport of individuals
and groups in Americe for the work of the Trihunmal will come
tribute greatly to its mandate. Letters or cableg of gup-
port would be welcomed., They may be sent to:

International War Crimeg Tribunal
114 Wormwopd Street

London, E.C. 2

England

Cables: RUSSFOUND London SW 1
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WHERE IS VIETNAM? American Poets Respond, an anthology
of new work by 87 poets, edited by Walter Lowenfels,
A Doubleday Anchor Original $1.25 By Will Inman

WHERE IS VIETNAM? is a question asked of an interior
geography. For 87 individunls, modern war scourges and
erodeg, blasts and withers, murders. Murders not only

r the hundreds and thousands of Vietnamese people, of

. whom more than half are under gixteen years old. But

" muarders the pretensions of heartmost America. It may
be, it just conceivably may be, that American technique
and firepower, American napalm and fragmentation bombs
-- will destroy any meaningful chance fo the Vietnamese
people to determine their own destiny. DBut, it is as
dreadfully and implacably true that, the more succesaful
we Americang are in destroying the Vietnamese, thz more
gurely we are ruining our own soul. In poem after poem,
exploring the inner landscapes of horror and spiritual
sickness, using all the modern techniques along with
the classical methods of writing, these 87 poets reveal
to us what kind of people we are and whither tending.
After this book, as after A POETRY READING AGAINST THE
VIET NAM WAR, we Americans will never be able to claim
that we didn't know what we were doing.

Angry artists have been active in: dcmonqtratlng
against the war, against the United ‘States! actions J.n ‘
Vietnam, not only in the special peribd of ANGRY ARTS
in New York in February 1967 nor in Washington (set for I

late May or June), but throughout the country and in
much of the world. John @Gerassi reported that leaders
in,North"® vietnam wept when he told them of Americans who
qpposed the’ yar -- 'We have to fight...but you, there, -
don't hwve to fight...’ T Yet we do have to fight against
our government' dolngs, elsge our own gouls die. And if \
our souls die, our lives have ne meaning. In WHERE IS
VIETNAM? there are poems by such persons ag the Buddhist

Il Monk Thich Nhat Hanh, Thomas Merton (Chant to be uged in
Processions around a site with furnaces...one of the
greatest anti-war poems), Allen Ginsberg, David Henderson,
Clarence Major, John Morgan {who went awol against the war
from the USMC), and from numerous otherg known more and
less who remind us repeatedly thet those are réxl- human
beings we are killing. Lowenfels has done a yeoman work.
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"Way 14, 1967
Canoga Park, California

"Women Strike for Peace Meeting of 5/12/67

]
: "During th 9 syening of 5/12/67 the Women Strike for
?eake (WsP) "alley apter held a public forum at the Encino
Domﬁn'" Club, Lgakh “aao Rebles, Encino, California.

, "The meetlnc was openad byl | wne said che
Vellley Chapter of WSP haa ne officers, ag 211 its members are >
tﬁl busy being active 1o handlie the extra responsibiiities of an

official position in the organizatien, BC
I
; "She introduced| who spoke briefly about
theg fact thet W3P is going 1o have & mseting with the Los Angeles
Cuily Board of Education on Monday, May 15th, 1907 Lo discuss

a¢terra?1ves to the ermed forces recrulters on ndigh school and
Juéior college campuses,

rad Lickets for sale at a

ﬁ S e groun
ra{e for May 28, 1867 at the Picfair Theater, Fico

eia
Bilvd & Fair-

‘ r

fax, L.A. for the movie 'The ¥War Game'. She sold thsse during L
the meeting. b7e

i

| iater in the meeling, announced there
would be a picket line at the Dow Chemical Plant in morranbh,
California, on Mother's Day, May 14, 1967, ¢ protesi the manu-
fa#ture of napaim at that plant.

)

) 5 i &

! "It was announced thai %he next Valiey Chapter WiPp
mebting will he hetd on Mee 0 at the nome of‘r |

at 10:80 a.m, s
70

lorought all the cockies for refreshments
fo ﬁ the ﬂvenlng, | brought the paver gocds., Other
ro p esses for the évening .ncluded:
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|intr0123ed the guest speaker for the
evening, Attorney said that he had been a b/C
rember of an 1nvest1gat1ng team to investigate the charges

that the United States planes were bomblng civilian fargets
and villages in North Vietnam, as the U.S. State Dept., in-
dgicates all bombing has been of military targets

! "With_Ri ] said was the third nh7C
such team) were f Univ. of Cal, at

perkeley; someone 1rom raris, and TWO others.

L "While on a plane enroute to theirfr eastern dsstin-
tion they learned that the Prince of Cambcdia was on the same
plane with them. He was pleased to learn of their mission and
invited them all to his palace, which they readily accepted,

"While they were in Camboida there were several

'bordef_ingidﬂnisi. These have become daily occurances; accord-
iing to B

"The team, including visited many meny North
Fietnamese villages where they personally observed evidence of
J.S. ombing incidents. He saw and took photos of bomb craters,
vietims of anti~personnel bombs, etc. He had with him a base-
@all sized bomb which he said came in hugh canisters. He told
of varicus women & children he had seen bearing the scars of the
splinters from these anti-perscnnel bombs. He told of the bomb-
Ing of rice fields where children were collecting rice; ¢f a
'seminary' where there were a lot of nuns staying. He tcld of
linterviewing two of the muns who escaped from this 'seminary’,
rho asked him to go back to the U.S5. and ask the guestion,

'How could the Americans ever believe a seminary could be a
military target?o!.
i
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"He told of a small village (Lam Pay - phonetic) with
enly 70-80 huts that was 'nowheresville' - not near anything
nilitary that was bombed with anti-personnel bombs.

"He told about and showed pictures of persons burned
by napalm. He said when a person is burned by napalm there is
no antidote to stop the burnlng, and in fact their bodies smoke
f burn for as much as a month afterwards.

"He said our reason for doing this is 'We are fighting
hhe communists'. He said most of the photos you will see on the
bulletin boards here are communists, but you have got to remem-
her that they also are human beings, and made of flesh and blood,
and that napalm hurts them just like it would any other human
heing.

Isaid he was taken to a hospital. He asked the
man who was showlng him around why there was no evidence on the
outside (such as a huge red cross) to indicate it was a hospital.
His guide replied that long ago they learned not to mark their
mospitals in such a fashion as the Americans immediately desig-
mated such bulldings as their next targets.

did not indicate if he visited South Vietnam,

but he did say that he had interviewed many refugees from Scuth
Vietnam in North Vietnanm. of them tcld him they had been

imprisoned and tortured by :

said that following his investigations in North
‘Vietnam he went to the War Crimes Tribunal in Stockholm, Sweden,
under the sponsorship of the Bertrand Russell Roundation. He
presented to the Tribunal his evidence, photographs, and the
results of his interviews. The findings of the Tribunal were
that his evidence corrcborated that presented by the other in-
ivestigating teams, and other private individuals who had gone
'there to testify. They found the United States guilty of bomb-
ting villages and non-military targets; and of using napalm and
anti-personnel type bombs on such targets.

: -4 -
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e e

7

$ sald the 'United States government lies to us o
I‘a.’Lly as to what 1s really happening in Vietnam!'.

'There was a question and answer period. He was asked
hether or not the Russians were sending military aid to North
Vietnam. He replied that daily they saw convoys driving into
Rorth Vietnam, bumper-to~bumper, from the Soviets, loaded with
military supplies and provisions.

"He was asked what he thought were the chances that

ed China would enter the fighting. He answered that it had
not been his Jjob to ask guestions concerning China, the USSR;
their ideological split, or other such questions, but that in
talking with different persons in North Vietnam they had volun-
feered the information that if Hanoi proper is bombed, of if
U.S. bombers drop their bomb loads north of the 17th Parallel,
that it will be unnecessary {or the North Vietnamese to request
military aid from Chinaj; as she would have already begun te
fiight.

"A young Caucaslan male, blond hair, fair complexion,
age about 20 years, who said he is in the Army (but was wearing
divilian clothes) said why is all the stress placed on napalnm
dnd anti-personnel bombs; and nothing is said about the gas being
used in chemical warfare in Vietnam. He said the American public
ﬂo lead to believe that this gas is merely the same tear gas as
uaed by the police, but this is not true. 'I"m in the Army and
% know,!

"This young man continued that he had, during his
period of training, gone into a structure where such gas had
been liberated. He had the advantage of wearing a gas mask
over his face at the time. When he emerged, after a very brief
period of only 2 or 3 minutes, he had burns on his face and
h nds. He saild can you imagine what this would do to the skin

Jungs of a person who was exposed to such a gas without the
pfotectlon of a gas mask.

B7C

| thanked this young man for bringing this
matter to his actention,
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was asked why we are in the Vietnamese conflict ¢
at all. He said there is evidence that we are there to benefit
big business interests.

"Someone asked him what can we do? He saidwe have
demonstrated everywhere, and after each large or major demon-
stration the U.S. has Jjust escalated the war that much more,

He said he felt an effective thing to do was to refuse to pay
the 10% Federal Excise Tax on our telephone bills. He said this
causes both the telephone companies & the Federal Government so
much trouble and so much extra expense that it is quite con-
siderable and thus gquite effective.

"He also mentioned that] Hoes not pay 60% ©b7C
of her income taxes, as she figures that percentage of the tax
dollar is spent by the military.

"Or, he said, you can do what I am doing, and that is
not work quite sc hard & thus not earn quite so much; and then
there will be that much less on which you pay taxes,

"If we have to continue to demonstrate, we should do
so at such places as Dow Chemical Plant where the munitions are
i being manufactured. '

"He said he wished he had the tape that HO CHI MINH
had made for him, but that unvortunately Pan American had his
tape and his tape recorder. '

: "It was learned that is to be on thsg
Television Show Sunday, May at he is to be at
a party on May 20th, 1967 at Santa Monica
Canyon under the sponsorship © e oouchern Californians for
| New Politics (SCNP). L7C
was present and he said that he belongs
to the Progres ' ty {PLP) at the present time. He
also said tha has been out to _see pinp and will

probably buy a car Irom m. According tq the PLP is
planning to demonstrate in protest of the war In Vietnam if

- B -
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"President JOHNSON comes to Los Angeles. said he has

been gone to Nevada over three different weekendsi but that he

also has continued to be active inj SCNP g o
Tecenciy. 1ney have b7C

He said he had gone up and talked to
rior te e meeting and explained though he
ad once demonstrated against & argued against that he is

now on the same side,

paid she had been to the Spring Mobili- . .
zation in San Franciscoo[::;:::::::;:]said he had taken a car ~'-
load of people up there {T The mobiiization, 4/15/67.

Hl.so said that she is werking days, but ¢
she did not say what kind of work. She said her Jjob is pre-
venting her from attending Women for Legislative Action (WLA)
meetings.

| "Most of :he hositesses for this meeting are going, by
car pool, to the Board of Fducation meeting on May 15ih, 1967,

"Thogse present included:

b7

E "ahe hostess for this meeting were papers flowers which
| were made b She was unable to attend the meeting:

 however, as she reportedly was il1l. .7c

- 7 =
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"The meeting started at about 8:30 p.m. and ended
shortly=prior to 11:00 pm. There were approximately 60-70
persons present,

L |was introduced. She was introcduced
byl It was hrought cut that she is going to b
vietnam to bring back both NHorth and South Vietnamese children.
Arrangements are now belng made for a boat to bring these
children back. She said that only the people going with her
(whose names she would not reveal) know the details cf her
travel plans. She described the McCarron Act as very bad.

"She mentioned that a Vietnamese Center will be set
up in a Baptist Church in the San Fernando Valley where these
children will be brought up in their own culture. She also
said that the 300 homes had been line up as foster homes for
these Vietnamese chlldren. Following the end of the war in
Vietnam the children will be returned to their original home-
land.

"A woman present wascirculating a petition to keep , -
on the air.

"Cards on the literature table in the foyer were
available fcr persons to sign up as to whether cr not they
wanted to bem the WSP meiling list, or if they wanted to
attend WSP meetings.

"It costs WSP $40.00 tc.xan:_:ha_zjcino Women's Club,
They also gave a token payment oY which he said he

5

would turn over to help defray the expenses of the War Crimes
Tribunal.

"There was no 'pitch' for donations.
said there was $81.00 in their money box: $35.00 of which had
come from o‘her sources prior tc this meeting.”

ACTION:

Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the
above and could add ncthing further,

-8 -
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| Fs presently retired. Recommend 100~
rase be openead o ;2

and letterhead memorandum concerning the
return o from Sweden and his attacks against the U.S.
ns reported herein was rough drafted.

Gl &

i All other necessary action in connection with this
nemc has been taken by the writer.

NDEX : b7
| e i, B
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM  UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN
TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-61745) DATE: 6/20/67
FROM: SA bic
ALY, INFORMATTOR CONTAILID

SUBJECT: WOMEN STRIKE FOR PEACE (WSP) HEREIN ISUNCLASSIZES

IS-C e T MBYMS LLL[RSAey

95Y 762
SOURCE ACTIVITY RECEIVED _AGENT LOCATION
Valley WSP 5/25/67 Writer | |

» meeting on (WR)} |,
- 5/12/67 . -

Informantis report is quoted as follows:

"Whittier, California
May 22, 1967

/
"Valley WSP Sponsored Meeting: 'Attorney o
reports back on his visit to North Vietnam.®
"The meeting was listed as above in the May., 1967,
Los Angeles Women Strike for Peace's calendar. The meetin% WaSs
held on Friday, May 12, 1967, at the Encino Women'‘s Club, 4924
Paso Robles Avenue, Encino, California (telephone: PO 1-&742)0
CC: 1 -~ SAN FRANC I
100~ i
9364
B7D
100-55602 | kst
100-69666
100-69591 : NSIBILITY)
100-63983
105-22080 {WAR CRIMES TR%BUNAJ);) YL
100-58371 RI-B Sge™ - 9.3 ) -
100-56602 _ﬁﬁg T2 Eﬁ@_@ /"
100-69925 TWMOTHER'S DAY PICKET) (NDERET -~
100-2700  (AFSC) seRiuzzp (o puen (o /
100-65284  (N-VAC) JUNZ20O '
100-63577 (VALLEY PEACE CENTER) | __FBI—LOS &Y
100-69849 (INDIVIDUALS AGAINST THE CRIME |
OF SILENCE) - T )
GGB:LAL 6/

(15) wﬁﬁj“ Read by §é9gma
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"Although the meeting was scheduled for 8:00 PM, it actually

began at 8:35 PM. Sixty-four people, including the speaker,
attended; thirty-three men and thirty-one women. Most of the 5
attendants were middle-aged; however several school-age children
accompanied an older couple. All persons were Caucasian.

"The woman who acted as chairman did not identify
herself. She explained that Women Strike for Peace is made up
of women who are for peace. Many are just housewives with many
duties at home; so WSP has no boards or officers, which would
put responsibilities on its members. But the one responsibility
that all WISP's have is to achieve a peaceful world now.

"The chairman introduced one guest, .
who represents the Committee of Responsibility, and is engaged B7C
in helping to bring ‘war-burned! Vietnamese children here to this
country for t ], as stated. The chairman also introduced
a Valley WSP,i who announced the sale of tickets to
the British anti-war Iilm, entitled ‘The War Game,' to be shown
May 28, 1967, at 8:00 PM (place not heard) in the Los Angeles

area. Tickets were said to cost $2.50, and were on sale at the
meeting.

“The chairman introduced attorney __thom o
she stated had been invited by the International War Crimes B7C
Tribunal tc testify in Stockholm, Sweden, i the United

States’ role in Vietnam. _She sfafed fhat i
af five one of which W.E.SI

"attorney |addressed the audience from the small
stage which was flanked On both sides by large poster becards upon
which he had placed many snapshots of pilctures allegedly taken in
North Vietnam during his three-week visit in and around Hanoi. He
related his trip to Cambodia {he was there on March 8, he stated),
then to North Vietnam, before he attended the tribunal in Stockholm,
from which he had recently returned.

{ stated that Secretary RUSK was jipvited to b7 C
testify at the war crimes tribunal but had refused.
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"stated that he had testified there, charging the Uniled States
with aggression on three counts. He sald it was interesting that
his testimony and that of a French woman, who testified at a time
unknown to him, were aslmost identical.

kXplained that he observed craters from © °

U. S. bombs 1n the territory he visited, as well as talked with
numerous burned victims of phosphorous bombs, and visited 'dozens
of pellet-bomb victims who had kidney and intestinal damage.’®

He stated that some victims still had the steel pellets in them;
but the United States Defense Department denies that these bombs
have been directed against the civilian population of North
Vietnanm.

"The speaker went into great detail about the CBU
{cluster bomb unit} which he said convained 300 steel pellets;
which splatter on contact. He held up the ‘guava' bomb, which
he stated he had brought from Vietnam.

I Isaid he spent a few harrowing hours during
a8 bombing raid by tne U.S. planes, but the peocple seemed to be
accustomed to such bombings, and had adjusted their lives to the
war. He said that he learned from talking to some villagers that
the U. S. planes destroyed the buildings that had crosses on
them. The crosses made good targets, he gaid. ‘'Why did American
aggressors think the crosses a target?! sald the people , -
asked. o

described a fragmentation bomb, which he
said is called The 'pinespple.' He stated that slivers of steel
fly out from this explosive. He charged that these bombs were
used on children who were playing and watching cattle in a rural
ares, which could not pogsibly be called a military target. He
stated that he saw the blcoody clothing of a child who had been
tending cattle near a well, when he was killed. He stated that
he charges the United States with 'deliberate, systematic bombin:
of the civilian population of Vietnam.'®

"At one time during his talk kelated the”'©
circumstances leading to Ho Chi Minh's refusal to meet for peac:

-3 -
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"negotiations when the U.$. planes bombed North Vietnam during
the Christmas truce so they showed JOHNSON's insincerity for
wanting peaceful negotiations.

"Attorney stated that he had testified before °'°
the war crimes tribunal that the United States 1s the aggressor
in Vietnam. He stated that the conflict there is one of a
unified country, for the Vietnamese to settle themselves. He
stated that the United States has violated the Aug. 27, 1928,
Kellogg-Briand Pact in which it was agreed that there shall be no
war. He stated that such a conflict as goes on in Vietnam the
United States should allow to be handled by the United Nations
under Article 2, Section 4 of the U.N. charter, and under Article
39, which states that the Security Ccuncil shall determine acts
of aggresgion. He concliuded that the Vietnamese situstion is
'a matter for a world organization.'

stated that the United States has acted
contrary to the 'judgement of Wuremberg, which condemns wars of
aggression'; and the present Washington government has broken with
the principles of our own Constitution to carry on the unjust

war against the Vietnamese people.

"During the talk, the sgeaker charged that the president
of the United States in July, 1954, had violated tne Geneva
Accords. He charged that the United States is using chemical
warfare, and pictorially described the victims of Nzpalm. He
stated that ‘bodies of victims' (he visited) ‘smoked for ten days;
they can’t eat or sleep for months!' He said, 'this is torture and
the judgement of Nuremberg condemns torturet!!

"In conclusion, stated that the question is
being asked: Is this war against colored people? He exclaimed,
‘Communists are humans!' He described U.S. inhumanity by recalling

‘forced removal of the civilian population behind barbed wires.!
He stated that the Vietnamese were 'forced to build strategic bJ/C
hamlets.’

concluded by exclaiming that this immoral
war is being financed by our taxes - taxes are destroyving human
beings in Vietnam! .

w =
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"The chairman, who it is learned is b7C
asked for questions from the audience. The following dlscussion
ensued:

"Question: Were the war crimes trials at which you
testified actually trials as we are accustomed to In our courts
of law here?

The war tribunals are commissions of inquiry. b7/C
Evidence that was presented there will be available through films
and tape reccerdings this summer.

"Question: What would you say are our goals (U.S. goals)
in Vietnam?'

[:;:::] You can find it printed in the U.S. Code on
Foreign Relations, Title 22 (he read a long discourse from this
code). We don't want peace, he said, because we showed our lack BC
of good intentions when we bombed Han01 just at the time a '
bombing truce was belng discussed oldiers commit
brutality but it ust asE:Zf:;:;::::jsays it does not occur
in the L.A.P.D.! conti n the code and
concluded from his reading that 'our goal is to promote free
enterprise and build our military - industrial complex. He con~

tinued by adding, ‘A handful of peasants have been beating back
all of our power.'!

"Question: (Asked by a young man who said he had just
returned from Viétnam and was presumed to be returning in the
near future since he was overheard promising to bring back infor-
mation about what was going on over there tc a man sitting behind
him, who had engaged him in conversation}). Rather than a question,
this young man volunteered the information that the troops he had
been with had been told they were using 'CN' gas, when in reality
they were using ‘'a toxic gas called C.S. gas.'

I Thank you for bringing this to our attention., ..
He stated, e Vietnam war is a training ground for the use of 2k
gases.'
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"In answer to other questions, stated

FTonkin Bay was a fraud.' He also stated, 'Maybe the United

States has gone as far as the Soviet Union will permit?' During ¢
bhe course of the gquestions and answers, he also st
a the reports of reporter and photographer
particularly his charges that the heavily-bombed city
pf Nam Dink had no Military significance.

"Question: Did you visit with Ho Chi Minh or did you
get a recording of his words, and does he know some Americans
disagree with the Washington war policy?

Yes, and I talked with
"Uncle HO' and he allowed us to make a tape. I don't have the bJ/C
tape here now but I can tell you what he said. | recited

what sounded like a memorization of the tape.)

conveyed, by repeating HO's conversation,
the fact tMAT AU 00et not blame all the American pecple for the

who oppose the ruthless bembings and killing

Beople° He does oppose the imperialist aggressors of the present®/C
ashington government. He is heartened to hear of the wonderful
peace rallies in the United States, but is not fooled into
believing they will change the course of JOHNSON's policy. Further-
more, he will not be swayed from his aim to rid his country of

the imperialist aggressors. 'Pan American has my tapes now,' he
advised.

"Question: What can we do? We march, we sit-in, we
write letters and send telegrams to Congress, but nothing happens!
What can we do?

Well, you must be prepared to accept personal b/C
risk for your convictions. Some persons find the payment of the
ten percent federal tax on their telephone bill to be in violation
of their good conscience. The government won't bother to track
down that 25 or 50 cents.
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you know, has refused to pay the 60% of
her income tax, whlich goes to pay for war material. She must
have personal courage to do this.

continued by saying that we need to put
direction IntTo our marches, such as march to something. Why BiC
not to the railrocad? to the napalmriacinxiasﬂ to the industry
which manufactures war materials? Jokingly commented
that he has stopped buying cars; and with less cars, a public
transit system will more likely be created. He also suggested

that: 'Don't earn as much money!! 1In this way less income tax
is available to the government.

| vas given a hearty applause and after an
announcement by an unidentified WSP was made, noting that the
South Bay WSP would picket Dow Chemical Co. (in Torrance, Calif.bt’C
on Mother's Day, the formal meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM.

"Before the question and answer period,
passed postcards to the audience for 'action'! as & result or the
meeting. Posted on a board beside the stage were the names and
Washington addresses of the Congressmen (House & Senate) of the
area.

"Following the program's conclusion, coffee was served
and attendants viewed t hs teken in North Vietnam, -
and spoke personally toff:ff:fiifir A generous supply of WSP LR
literature was available on tables by the door. Some materlals
(21l included here) were offered which originated with the
Committee of Responsibility, the American Friends Service Committee,
Committee for Nonviolent Action (Philadelphia, Pa.), Valley Peace
Center, and petitions to be mailed to the office of 'Individuals

Against the Crime of Silence,and then to be forwarded to the United
Nations.

"Persons identified:
|G

"l-

o II
|
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113. |

"y member of Valley WSE."

ACTION:

Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the
above and could add nothing further.

All necessary action in connection with this memo has
been taken by the writer.
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o ' June 18, 1967
i zat 1 * ian-Ameri Cultural
An'educational event svonsoresd by the Italian American
Soéiety of L. A. was held on Saturday, June 17, 1967 at the _
thearian Hall 1251 So. St. Andrews Pl., L. A. for the benefit

of| L'Unita.

I_Ahmt 80 peonle were ppasent Znd axong IS Yorod

o\ |_|.I I.I b
antl | )

Most oI th2 pzonle wresent Wers SLrangsrs to.
yours truly belng mainly readers of the Guardlan rather than the
Py. The Society advertised in both.

' 1 g g i : ade waich netted

dmission was $1.00 ver persom, A collectlion was nm ;
%47.18 in addition to the 881,00 collscted at the door. It was de-
cided efter the meseting to send $50. to L'Unita ianedlately end
then decide the final outcome at the next board meeting. .

vas MQ, and nadle the collection..
b7
I outlined a revort on his participation in the Bertrand
138ell War Tribunal held in Stockholm, Sweden. He mentioned

mﬁny hirh ranking names such as sclilentistg, urofessors, doctors,

qnd malinly attorneys as attending. Principally discussed was the
vWar in Vietnam evan though central Amsrica, the CIA, etc. were also
ﬂiscussed. The final ansalysis was that the U, 3. wag guillty of
atroclvles In Vietnam against the clivillan pooulation tantamount

to genoclge. He went to gireat lenghhs to describe the type of bonbs
ﬁsed by ths . 5., napalm, ete. Listening to him thils country was the
vorst agressor equal to Hitler if not wotse,

'z respondsd to & question if China would enter the Vieinam war by
gaying that it definitely would if the Vietnemese would ask its help
¢r 1f it thought 1ts borders wers violated. He resnonded to s8iill
another guestion as to whethsr the U. 5. was planning to invade North
‘letnam by saying that ht had heard something to that effect that 1t
Yould havonen within 30 days. He urged that 211 join in the mass

emonstratation against war In Vietnam on June 23rd when President
Joanson is due in L. A.

He gald other mestings and sessions of the War Tribunal will be held
ioon and more will pnarticivate. He did not mention time. or vlace,
s spoke for so long and showed some slides ¢f those at the Tribunal
that the peonle were g2tting r2stlesse and the MC had to end the
fuestion and answer period abruptly to end the meeting.

Announcenents wers made of other coming events around town and then
the chalrman ad journsd the meeting at zbout 10:30 P, ¥
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? FFICE MEMORANDTUM UNITED 3TATES COVEANMENT

|

20 SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-17375) DATE:  7/13/87

YROM: SA b70

SUBJECT: MILITANT LABOR FORUM (MLF)

' 1S - SWp

SOURCE ACTIVITY _ RECEIVED AGENT LOCATION
b2 MLF meeting  6/20/67 Writer | o2
b7D  on 6/16/67. (WR) b7D

Informant's report has been Xeroxed and 1s attached.

ACTION:
Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the
above and could add nothing further.

All necessary action in connection with this memo
has been taken by the writer.

b2
ccC: 7D
/ p— f(’ ) ALL INFORMATION cwggm
100-4080 RI~A) HEREIR IS UNCLASSIF
«105-22080 TUIETRTMESTETAINAL ) pass 2/df62. BY.300G3 24 [Da6/C8
100-69650 954762
100-696L49
100~gg571
100-68519 -
100-42438 m:r /
100—329921 ST
100-68352 SI)
100-32021. _
100-29057 (s1)
100-50756 sx;
100~235§2 ST | -
100-54901 SI : - Vi
100-31005 S1) \O5 - . 2.2.0 ¥0-B
y SEARCHED _____ INDEXED____ }
BDH/RB SERIALIZED Ly FILEDG U |
(17) Read vy (AL 1y 1967
FBI -~ LOS ANGELE?EV
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June 17, 1967 .
The Militant Labor Forum held a meeting the night of

June 16, 1967, at 1702 East Fourth Street; Los Angeles.
The following persons were among those present:

Tuc featursu speaker wasl and his subject b/C

wes "WMirat-Hond Report from Stockrolm war orimes Tribunal®,
de Sa;d vhat two wmain questions wers discusssd at ths tri-

bunal., One wos whether the United 3iilcs was guilsy of

waging aggr3531fe wcﬂ in Vietnam, and the othnr was wmether
th2 United 3Statss was guilty of wanton killing of members
ol:' 4.4

U
the Vistnamese c*iil” n population, The conclusion of
the tribunal was ot the U.S. was gullty on both counta.

stated that the tribunal, when asked why it b7
did 7ot &rso consider charges of atrocities committed by the
Viet Cong, took the posiilon that this would be like
questioning the activities of the anti-Nazi resistance
during ¥orld War II.

the meeting, urged those b/C
in attendance to nartlcipate in the demonstrations against
Przsident Johnson during his trip to Los Angsles on Fune 23
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;%5 '  UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PR . /
Memorandum
: . . “\__..-t"/, -
TO Ot BAC, 08 AMG:LES (Y00-16033)  DATED  5/5/87 :
FROM ! Sd pic AL “Lb{“‘\TIO‘ng\"&LMJJ
ERRTTA I8 UNOLAMGLELED
w 8063 ELL)
SUBJECT: . GAMNTA BARBARA CTAS | B /Déz, PR
- BOUTHERR CALIFC DISTRICT,
COMERIST PARTY (3G0GF)
3OURCE _ACTIVITY n_mgm AGERT LOCATION
b7D Meetiny of 25067  driter 570
\ Santa hx‘bai.m cm:, K]
‘ SCOCP, on lax /47 .
Inforpantts repord is nusied az Tollows:
"April 26, 1967
. Santia Barbaxa
_ TR/PE/5T At Sents Barbare, Colif..
' hows [farrent mecbers of the Cowmunist
sy Party SCDTF:
"Meetinsg of the 3B club SCDCP this date and ploce. bi7C
“Present

"Discusaed was the ?.‘a’ fund drive. Mr. SCHOLNEDAR -
of the BERTRARD CUSSTLL uar ¢ 2. - The peace aarches
srganized by o b7 C

CC: 1 - SAN FRANC

b2 1%&&&% s
b7D

100-2480685

150-23530

100-565*"




s o 4 to achk support SCHOENEHAN and o
only suppoc iin neineinle.
visited sbove address 4/25/67. He ip
wopsday I s3a callc*é Phi ¥appe contaceling & students B
oy purpope oF hevieg thes aktend lectups - ke wWiles & then
heve thes Lyped up at which time the company peic ts & sells the

feclurss £ logsger students.

sete 7 eopmadgoiom frol each conteed.”

Informaal wag thoy s’.zghly intervieweg covcerning Lhe
ab e and could add nothing Turther,

AlLl nhecesgary antion im oonnectisn «1%h thio e has
Egen tazen by ihe welior.
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'OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
i
i TO:.. SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26091) DATE: 6/27/67
/ HROM: s b7C
SUBJECT: (81)
oM=-0 :
SOURCE ACTIVITY RECEIVED AGENT LOCATION -
I Lecture by 6/2/67 Writer z>
n) 2A/15702 TTWEK) =
bl on CLASSIFIED BY 445 [ 04 - 46267 ~AAG-
2/ 3L/01.bIC DECLASSIFY ON: 25X __¢
G$H 7262 —

Informant's report is quoted as follows:

"May 31, 1967
Los Angeles, California

"May 31, 1967

California State College at ALL INFORMATION COPTATRED
o Los Angelef HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
b7C Lecture by PKCEFT WHERE SHOWR

Sponsored by the Student-~{aculty OTHEBYISE .-
Committee to End the War

"About 100-150 people attended the lecture including:

bl

’ CC: ’J ‘

- % |

, 100-67726 (STUDENT-FACULTY COMMITTEE TO

; END THE WAR IN VIETNAM, CALIF.
ANGELES)

I 100-68403 RI-A)
| 100-29274 L )

100-67423 . ~

| 100-64667 | brry ™" e 105 =200 ~/8"
| 100-65262 | (ST) . — _ ;

100-22208_|

: FGK:LAL '
| (1Oi/éhpﬁ' Read by_¢7A . [\

i g:V .K
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) LA 100-26091

B7C

i)
i

"Iy his lecture, said that he testified = =

at the War Crimes Tribunal, In Stockholm, as an expert on the
law of land warfare. He described the historical background of
the Vietnam war and the reasons for the War Crimes Tribunal. He
advised the audience to ‘protest in every way possible the actions

of your government' (which are objectionable).

"Dazinz_tha_leiture a message was delivered to e
fro Open City Weekly, about an article or
series of articles on the War Crimes Tribunal, or U.,S, actions in

R — s

; Vietnam.

j | who also attends meetings ofVFEEE_ngg_____1

f stated dur a week she had been contacted b

j who wante to avoid being drafted. phone is e
bijC

were noted in attendance

"Neither o1
at this meeting."

ACTION:

Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the
above and could add nothing further,

All necessary action in connection with this memo has
been taken by the writer.

f INDEX:
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 OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
y TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-33973) DATE: 7/12/67
. FROM: SA b7 |
\ SUBJECT: COMINFIL FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH
OF LOS ANGELES
i85 - C
b2 \ SQURCE ACTIVITY RECEIVED _AGENT LOCATEON ___—
b7D . Lecture at  6/26/67 uriter _
First Unitarian . {WR) b2
Church on 57D
6/16/67. |
Infbrmantﬁs report is quoted as follows:
"6/18/67
"Date '
June 16, 1967
Place
First Unitarian Church, 2936 .W. Eighth
Street, Channing Hall. ]
l Time
8 .M. - 10:15 P.N, ALY, THFORMATION CORTALLLD
Feaguve SEREIH IS URCLASSIFLED
» Lecture paen 3 SE¢!1 3232053 gu lmé./ LJ
b7C S.Lim_l ?ﬂ?@a-.
[}
VC: b7D
100-55602 FESA
100-43660
1100-34498 ITeT=BT. .
1 0-56524 (sT)b7C y
100-27451 {S1). . — )g;
100- 21332 | ) /DS-—- Q.'ZO‘EO
100-63524. SEARCHED INDEXED "
-145?2298Q‘TWKR'CHIMES'TRIEUNAL) SERIALIZED (/4 —FILED ¢ 7|
. . . July 12, 1967
cﬁs/RB FBI - LOS ANGELES_ A
(\Z;‘EOﬁ Read by { M

T
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| LA 100-33973

"mopic
"Vietnam
Sponsor
‘F,S.d.
Attendance
. About 150,
Among those present were:

e

(G

sald March 12, 67 he spent some timeb7C
in an alrraid shelter in fthe Democratic Republic In S. Vietnam.

"March 8, 67, he flew to 8. Vietnam from Laos, then to
an airport built by U. S. A. 1n Hanoi.

"Hanoi was bombed three times and 4 or 500 people
were killed in the wvillage which was rebullf in 36 days., Patients
in the Hospltal were evacuated,

"Tanwai Providence, the churches were destroyed,
including a cathollic church.

"Phe people are determined to win and will support the
administration,

Napaalm bombs were dropped 1in Hanol. When napaalm

‘bombs are dropped on people the body is burned and the burns

go deeper and deeper Iinto the skin, they do not heal, and the
suffering 1s terrible. He showed plectures of bombed areas and
bulldings. ;



ACTION:

‘LA 100-33973

"We have an oblligation,
"What are we golng to do about 1t?
. "Each one of us has an obligation..
"We must tell the Gov't. we are not going to stand
for this war.
"We are opposed to slaughter.
"Say no to our government and refuse to cooperate,

"Stockholm communists proved we led in the atrocitles.

"e also stated that he testified in Stockholm at the
War Crimes Tribunal initiated by BERTRAND RUSSELL that U. S.

-dropped napaalm bombs on Hanol."

Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the
above and could add nothing further,

All necessary action in connectlon with this memo
has been taken by the writer.

INDEX: b7C
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FOUNDATION BULLETIN

Volume 1 Numberl
Contents
"Civilization at the Bar,"

: by Bertrand Russell
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FOUNDATION BULLETIN December 1, 1966,
published by the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation

John Gerassi,
Chalrman

Russell Stetler,
Executive Sscretary

We have launched the FQUMNDATION BULLETIN in order to
pqovide our interested frlends and supporters with a
rgliable source of the most up-to-date news regarding the
work of the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation and,
eﬁpecially, the progress of the War Crimes Tribunal, We
intend to publish bi-weekly, with a view to increasing
our fregquency once the public hearings of the Tribunal
the begun in March, 1967. We shall try, wherever possible,
to include full texts of major statements by Lord Russell
and other eminent figures associated with the Tribunal,
along with our néws reports, reviews, and other features.

We are grateful for the support we have already re-
celved. in'many  Journals and newsietters, We hope that
sych support will continue to grow and that the FOUNDATION
BULIETIN will provlide valuable material for others to re-
pﬁint. ~Inn this way, we hope to reach an ever wider audl-
ence, The press attacks on the Tribunal have been vicilous,
aqd the news:coverage which we have seen could only be
ilculated to bhewllder the reader. We must, therefore,
mediately establish the independent organs required to
rgach public opinion, to clarify the aims of the Tribunal
and the scope of its work. Moreover, this work is funda-~
mqntal as a prerequisite of the campailgn which we must wage
in the spring to make known the findings of the Tribunal.

c
i

OQur readers can help 1ln many ways. You can send us
press clippings when news of the Tribunal reaches your local
newspapers, or to call to our attention news items which may
merit-wider attentlion. Anyone who has done research concern-
ing the war should write us, so that his material can be
integrated into a dossier we are preparing for the Tribunal.
Our readers can be most helpful simply by Taking an active
interest in our work, by writing us to keep us informed of
thelr local activity and to suggest ways in which we may be
helpful to them, and by helping to railse the funds which make
our work possible. We welcome your comments and responses.
Together we must reach the American conscience,
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The article which follows is Lord Russell's most
important statement to date on the international
war crimes vribunal. Written October 4, 1966, it
was firsét published in French, in Le Monde on
October 15, 1966, under the title "Le Tribunal."

CIVILIZATION AT THE BAR |
' by Bertrand Russell, O M., F.R.S.,

During my life I have witnessed ecruelty of such
magnitude that the senses are dulled and each new
wave of horror exceeds the heights reached by the
wave most recent in our memory. Few, however, will:
disagree that the genocidal policles of .the Nazis =
epltomize depravity. Chief Prosecutor Justlce
Jackson of the United States Supreme Court said in
his opening statement in the Nuremberg trials:

Y"The real complaining party at the bar is
civilization. Civilization is asking
whether law is so laggard as to be uftter-
ly helpleas to deal wifth crimes of such
magnitude as Germany's. . . . Civiliza-

- tion expects this Tribunal to put the
forces of international law, 1ts pre-
cepts, 1ts prohibitions and 1lts sanc-
ticns on the side of peace."

It is difficult to invoke "civilization" as a
complaining party, because we are condltioned to be
cynlcal about such appeals. Yet, .there are events
which call up in all of us a sudden recognition that
what we value and what we recognize as important in
human life is threa%ened fundamentally. At Nurem-
berg, Justice ¥ackson continued: ‘

"Certainly no lawyer undertaking to pro-
secute crimes agalnst the peace of the
‘world will have to face the argument that
the effort is unprecedented and, therefore,
by inference, improper.'

Recalling these words, there is no doubt in my mind
that the moment has arrived when a solemn Tribunal must
agaln undertake its responsibilities to civilization

- and examine the crimes committed by a large military

power against a small people. Justice Jackson concluded
at Nuremberg: - .

"If certain acts and violations of treaties
are crimes, they are crimes whether the United



States does them or whether Germany does them,
We are not prepared to lay down a rule of
criminal conduct against others which we
wou%d not be willing to have invoked against
us .

There was, however, a moral amblvalence rooted in
the nature of the Nuremberg trials and in the role of
Justlce Jackson. Nuremberg was a trial conducted by
Ghe victorious party over the defeated. Nuremberg was
carried by a real-politlk alliance of powers and yet,
through the legalisms of force majeure, crept the voice
of humanity, a wolce crying out against the unconscion-
3ble crimlinality of the Nazl terror,

I have called today for an international War Crimes

~ribunal, because, once agaln, crimes are taking place of
such magnitude that civilizatlion and conscilence dare not

he so laggard as to be unable to devise a mode of acssess-
aent and condemnation consonant with decency and the -
iurvival of elementary standards of Justice.

Qur Tribunal, it must be noted, commands no State
power. It rests on no victorious army. It claims no
bther than a moral authority.

Over a period of years, an industrial colossus has
cttacked a small peasant natlon. Indeed, The vast bom-
bardment of an agrarlan people wlth no air force 18 the

upreme atrocity. The Vietnamese revolution is part of
an historical development through which exploited and
ungry peoples are establishing their claim €o the basic
ecessities of human life, The United 3States shows 1it-
Self determined to overwhelm with brute force this
struggle for life,

Let us examine, briefly, what is involved. " The’

letnamese had negotiated during two periods, 1946 and
1954 for the indepengence of thelr country, after

ltter struggle. On each of these occasions their faith
Eas betrayed and the solemn agreements arrived at were

iolated, at a cost of incalculable suffering to the people
af Vietnam. It must be repeated and repeated that more
Vietnamese died between 1954 and 1959 than 51nce 1960, In
short during the so-called "years of peace', the U, S,

ind 1ts client Government caused more loss of life in Viet-
nam than they have succeeded in causing since the Vietnam-
ese took up armed resistance in 1960, inclusive of the
bomblngs of the North, now twenty months old. We have, on
American authority, the fact that eight millicon Vietnamese

gre placed in forced labor camps 1In the South. We have,
ﬁlso on American authority, the fact that three million
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pounds of bombs fall daily ©on the North, involving an
average of 650 sorties pex week and tonnages in eXcess
of those used during World War II and the Korean War.
Beyond thils, the armies. of the United States are using
experimentdl weapons, such as .chemicals, gas, napalm,
phosphorus, lazy dog fragmentation weapons and bac-
teriological devices.

There can be few people 1in the West unaware of these
facts, as they have been presented on fillm, on television
and almost daily in our newspapers. Who among us has not
seen the photographs, or read the statistics? Who, among
us, can deny the David and Goliath character of this
incredible Vietnamese struggle for national autonomy and
soclal transformation?

It is this awareness which provides the proper
background to my call for a War Crimes Tribunal. I do
not maintain that those who are invited to serve as
members of the Tribunal are wlthout opinions about the
war in Vietnam. On the contrary, 1t 1s precisely because
of their passionate convictlon that terrible crimes are
occurring that they feel the moral obligation to form

‘themselves into a Tribunal of consclence, for the purpose

of assessing exhaustively and definitively the actions of
the United States ‘in Vietnam. We do not confuse an open
mind for an eumpty one. We do not bellieve that to be Just
one must be without conviction. The authority of the
Tribunal and its reputation for fairness will follow from
the character of its membership and the correctness of its
procedures.

The Tribunal members will function as a commis8lon of
enqulry, and the commissions under 1ts direction will pre-
pare evidence exhaustlvely, with proper scientific exper-
tise subjecting documentary data to thorough and verifiable
scrutiny. Defence witnesses cannot be compelled to appear,
but the United States Government and President Johnson have
been formally reguested to provide representation for their
policies before the Tribunal., The prima facie evidence of
crimes sufficient to warrant the calling of such a Trihunal
involves the assumption that the crimes of the apparent
aggressor are unique, and that no equation can be made
between the violance of the resistance of the victim and
the oppression of the aggressor. Only those who cannot
distinguish the rising of the Warsaw Chetto from the vio-
lence of the Gestapo, »or the struggle for survival of the
partisans of Yugoslavia, the resistance of Norway, the
underground in Denmark and the Maquis in France from the
invading Nazi armies could fall to recognize the merit of
examining -the zctions of the United States in a manner
morally and qualitatively different from the actions of the
Vietnamese resistance.
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It is essential to point out that, notwithstanding
the mandate of this Tribunal, juridical teams will assess
every particle of evidence presented and all Jjuridical
guarantees will be provided.to ensure that the evidence
advanced by the United States, and the justifications’
ofifered by it, are assessed thoroughly, along with the
data concerning the events themselves

The hearings are planned to last approximately twelve
vieeks and to take place in Paris in March, 1967. A team

oﬂ very eminent French Jurists is preparing a plan of
procedure for the attention of the Tribunal. Documentary
£31m will be taken from the  testimony of the witnesses, the
p#oceedings of the Tribunal and the evidence. Tape record-
iqgs will be made of the hearings and pressed into gramo-
prkone records for wide distribution. All data, testimony
and exhibits will be published. National committees are in
the process of being formed in many countries tvo support the
aims and work of the Tribunal through discussion, meetings
and petitions.

We believe that the Tribunal will provide a means
whereby an expression of public conscience can be formed,
unfettered by the complications of state relations, and
unburdened by the compulsions of real-politik. It must

e carable of actlng as a truly revolutionary Tribunal,
which reflects in its procedures and 1ts Judgments the
deepest convictions of people determined that atrocity and
Injustice will not go unjudged, because the viectims are
weak and the perpetrators vast in their control of the
resources of the planet.

Report: WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL OPENS IN LONDON

On November 13, the historic war crimes tribunal
Initiated by Bertrand Russell became a reality. Eminent
men and women, leading filgures in the intellectual and
rltural life of Asia and the West, outstanding Jurists,
id courageous representatives of the struggle for human
jLstice, assembled in London for the opening meeting of
the tribunal, In this opening session the goal was most
ahb1t10us~ to settls, .1n a few days' time, the difficult
qyestlons relating to the scope of the tribunal's under-
aking, the nature of its procedures and structural
Framework, and the plan of 1its concrete work 1in the com-
ing months. It was to be a crucial preparatory meeting.

Lord Russell greeted the members of the tribtunal, and
put before them his own recommendations. Anticipating

certain criticisms of the tribunal, Lord Russell noted (in
an addendum to his opening report) the absolute importance
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of creating faultless procedures for the admission of
evidence. He stated, "That no one today questions the
facts established at the Nuremberg trigls proves the
merits of rigorous methods, not the impartiality .of the
victorious Allies.," He further called attention to the
need to examine.the U, 8, Government's case carefully, in
the likely event that they fail to provide their own
defance. "It is incumbent on this Tribunal," he stressed,
"to study the 'White Papers' and similar documents in
which the State Department and other branches of the United
States Government have set out the moral, legal, and
political justifications of the intervention in Vietnam.
We must assemble and examine thoroughly every official

U. 8. proclamation in defence of thls war, so that this,
too, wlll be a part of the permanent record of this
Tribunal." On the crucial question of so-called "Vietecong
atroclties” Lord Russell commented as follows:

"Our foes and even some of our friends have
argued that in any war, both sildes are guilty

of committing atrocities and, by inference,

must be held egually responsible. Let it be
clear that this Tribunal would never think of
refusing to examine any evidence which supports
this hypothesis. At the same time, we must be
adamant on the necessity to distinguish between
sporadic incidents in the course of a war of
‘resistance fought by a colonized people and the
acts systematically practised by the American
forces in Vietnam. The Tribunal must not focus
on isolated episodes; rather it must uncover the
pattern of acts committed in a systematic fashlon
and on higher orders by the U, S. military forces
in Vietnam.'

The London meeting went on for three days and was
followed by a press conference on November 16. (For.the
most part, the American press has declined to publish the
statements and information made available at this press
conference, preferring to use 1t as the occasion of personal
attacks on Lord Russell and rather hysterical editorilalizing
in what purport to be news accounts,¥ Much discussion was
compressed into thres days of meetings. All those present
particlpated actively, immersing themselves fully in the
very concrete details on which the reputation of the
Tribunal will depend most directly. The enormous amount
of ground to be covered caused them to work overtime, into
the early hours of th2 morning (somewhat in the style of a
sleepless SDS convention!)., The fruits of this labor are .
detailed in the rages that follow,



THE AIMS & OBJECTIVES OF THE TRIBUNAL

The conscience of mankind is profoundly disturbed by
the war being waged in Vietnam. It is a .war in which the
World's wealthlest and most powerful State 1s opposed to

nation.of poor peasants; who have been flghting for
their independence for-~a gquarter of a century. It appeavs
that this war 15 berng waged in violation of international'
ﬂaw and custom. . _ .

Every day,” the world press and par ticularly,. that of
he United States publishes reports which, if proved,

ould represent an ever growing violation of the princi-
les establlished by the Nuremberg Tribunal and rules .

iixed by 1nternatlonal agreements. a _

'*h"CSSd"

Moved and shocked by the suffering endured by the
Vietnamese people and convinced that humanity must know
the truth in .order to deliver a serious and lmpartial
Judgment on. the events taking place in Vietnam and

where the responsibllity for them lles, we have accepted
the invitatlon of PBertrand Russell to meet, in order to
ekamine these facts scrupulously and confront them with
the rules of law which govern them.

It has been alleged that in the first nine months
o) 1966 the air force of the United States has dropped,
L Vietnam, four million. pounds of bombs daily. If it
continues at this rate to the end of the year, the total
ulll constitute a greater mass of explosives than it
unloaded on:the entire Pacific theater during the whole
off the Second World War., The area bombarded in this
vigy 1s no bigger than the.states of New York and Penn-
smlvania. In the South, the U, S, forces and thelir
dqcile Saigon allies have herded eight mlllion people,
peasants and thelr families, into barbed wire encamp- -
ments under: the survelllance of the political police,
Chamlcal poisons  have been, and are being, used to de-
folliate and .render barren tens of thousands of acres of .
faprmland. . Crops are being systematically oestroyed -
ant this in a. country where, even in normal times, the,
avgrage man or woman ea%s less than.half the food,con-
supned by the average Amerlcan (and lives .tc less than
ong~third of his age) ; :

Irrigation Systems are deliberately disrupted
Napalm, phosphorus bombs and a varlety of other, sadls-
ti¢ally deslgned and hitherto unknown weapons are being
used against the population of both North and South '
Vietnam. More than five hundred thousand Vietnamese .
m2r, women and chilaren have perished under this on-
slaught, more than the number of soldiers the United
StTtes lost 1n both world wars, although the population
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of Vietnam had already been decimated éa}ihg the
Japanese and French occupations and the famine which
followed the Second World War. .. -’ _

Even though we have not been entrusted with ‘this
task by any organized authorlty, we have taken the '
responsibility in the Interest of humanity and the.
preservatlion of civilization. We act on our own accord,
in complete independence from any government and any
official or semi-official organization, in the firm
belief that we express a deep anxiety and remorse felt
by many. of our fellow humans in many countries,  We .
trust that our action ‘will help to arouse the conscience
of the world, _

We, therefore, consider ourselves a Tribunal which,
even 1f 1t has not the power to impose sanctions, will
have to answer, amdngst_qthers; the following questlons:

1) Has the United States Government (and the
Governments of Australia, New Zealiand, and’
South Korea)} committed acts of aggressilon
according to international law?

2) Has the Amefrican Army made use of or
experimented with new weapons or weapons
forbidden by the -laws of war (gas, special
chemical products, napalm, ete, )9'

3) Has there been bombardment of targets of "a

. purely civilian character, for example,
hospitals, schools, sanatoria, dams, ete.,
and on what scale has this occurred? .

&) Have Vietnamése peasants been subjected to
inhuman treatment forbidden.by-the laws of
war and, in particular to torture or to’

*mutilationq Have there been unjustified
reprisals against the civilian population, '
in particular, the execution ofrhostages°

5) Have forced labor camps been created has.
there been deportation of the population
or other acts tending to the extermination -
of the population and which can be charac-
terized Juridically as acts.of genocide? -

If the Tribunal decides that one, or all, of these
crimes have been committed, 1t will ke up %o the Tribunal
to decide who bears the responsibility for them..

This Trilbunal will examine all the evidence that may




be placed before it by any source or party. The evidence
may be oral, or in the form of documents. No evidence
relevant to our purpose will be refused attention. No
witness competent to testify about the events with which
our enquiry 1s concerned will be denied a hearing. g

The National Liberation Front of Vietnam and the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam have
assured us of their willingness to cooperate, to provide
the necessary information, and to help us in checking

the accuracy and reliabllity of the information. The
Cambodlan Head of State, Prince Sihanouk, has similarly
offered to help by the production of evidence. We trust
that they will honor this pledge and we shall gratefully
accept thelr help, without preJudlce to our own views or
attitude., We renew, as a Tribunal, the appeal which
Bertrand Russell has addressed in his name to tne Govern-
ment of the United States., We invite the Government of
Fhe United States to present evidence or cause it to be
presented, and to instruct theiy officials or representa-
slves to appear and state their case. Our purpose is to
establish, without fear or favor, the full truth about this
far. We sincerely hope that our efforts wlll contribute
bo the world's Justice, to the re-establishment of peace
and the liberation of the oppressed peoples.

Members of Tribunal

Bertrand Russell, Honbrary President
Jean-Paul Sa®tre, Executive President
Vladimir Dedijer, Chairman & President of Tribunal Sesslons

Gunther Anders, Austrian writer and ghilosopher
Mehmet Ali Aybar, Turkish M,.P, and lawyer

Lelio Basso, deputy in Italian parliament and lawyer
Simone de Beauvolr, French writer

Lazaro Cardenas, former President of Mexico

Stokely Carmichael or an alternate designated by SNCC
David Dellinger, American pacifist wrifer

Isaac Deutscner, Polish exlile historian

Amado Hernandez, Poet Laureate of the Philippines
Mahmud All Kasurl, Senior Advocate Paklstan Supreme Court
KinJi Marakawa, Japanese lawyer

Shoichi Sakata, Japnarnese pnysielst, Nobel Prize
Laurent Schwartz, French mathematician

Investigating teams composed of qualified experts in relevant
intellectual disciplines (e.g., law, medicine, bio-chemistry,
te,) will be dispatched to Vietnam shortly. They will
gather evidence for the Tribunal hearings which will begin
da Paris in March.

!
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The article which follows first:-appeared in the Belgrade
newspaper Politilka, dated September 18, 1966, . Professor i -
Dedijer, a dlstinguished historian and a partisan colonel
during World War II, taught at Harvard for several years,
His latest work, The Road to Sarajevo, has already
recelilved wildespread critical acclaim.

THE DISTURBED CONSCIENCE OF A HISTORIAN
by Vladimir Dedijer

It was in far off Calcutta 1in the- spring of 1948 that
I first made an attempt to penetrate into the mind of the
man of Asia, to figure out fhe way he looks at Eurcpe.
After the Europeans had perfected. their flrearms and
launched the industrial revolution, they forced their rule
on all continents. The Spanish Hapsburgs subjugabed South
and Central America; the Anglo-Saxons then moved into North
America, routing the native population, while eastward they
brought Indla and cther countries with ancilent cultures
under their control. Simulfaneously, the Russian Czars
were extending the boundaries of thelr state up to the
Pacific Ocean, : All these conquests were made in the name of
some sort of lofty ideology, some sort of glory for which
continents were plundered and millions of people with a.
different color and culture were put to death.

.But there was another Kind of Europe 1n existence then
as well, a Europe of damned, a Europe of revolution; a
Europe of scientists, poets -.and all manner of visionaries
and rebels., An Asian friend 1in Calcutta polnted out to me
that the 1ldea .of the right to rebel, of equality among men
and among nations had iIn its contemporary form emerged from
that very Europe such as it was and that it had become the
fundamental ideological weapon in the hands of the colonial
nations,

"It was those men, the men who propounded these ideas,
who are the bridge linking this world together," concluded
this Asian intellectual.

While in America I remembered this conversation many-
times as .that country was in the throes of the dilemma over
the war in Vietnam, _

On one side of the fence is the American administratlon
insisting that the war in Vietnam is a battle against
communism and for democracy, while on.the other side is a
growing groupr of intellectuals who dispute this thesis. It ..

is not an easy task to explaln the rzasons for their rebel- -

lion, They atre a mixed lot including among others Anglo-.
Saxonist non-conformists, left-wing Cathollcs, neo-Thomists.



Vietnam and the question of Negro rights have evan split
the Catholics, ~Cardinal Spellman 1s one of the ideological
foﬁefathers of American intervention in Vietnam while at
the same time young Jesults may be seen among the demon-
strators in front of the Pentagon. But most of the rebel-
i s dus intellectuals are men of common sense who can see
where Johnson's policy is leading.

These iconoclastic American intellectuals remind me a
great deal of the Russian "Narodnyaks" (Populists) of the
last century who were also men of personally pure motives,
willing to sacrifice themselves for 1ldeals in which they
Tinmly believed, in the conviction that the masses would
follow them, <?But there is a tragic aspect to this. The
majority of the people, as was the case 1n Russla during
the time of the "Narodnyaks," still do not respond to
thelr call. In the United States of America, conformism
is [one of the facts of life. All the labor unions,
1ncludlng the once progressive Walter Reuther, gre help-
1ng President Johnson prosecute the Vietnamese war. The
more orders the armaments factories get, the more Jjobs

and hlgher wages there are,

The intellectuals of America do not pull punches

as |Far as thelr own bureaucracy is concerned. Thelr dis-
turbed consciences do not permit them to ignore what is
going on in Vietnam. Their claim is that ideology 1is
nevar the reason why wars are waged but rather that

oth=r interests are at stake. This was true yesterday
(the Crusades, the Thirty Years War) just as it 1s true
In |our own day. In talks with my friends at Harvard, 1
desicribed the experiences of my own country, YufoslaV1a,
*dimlng they were fighting Communism the Germans razed
Grmzc, Bela Krajina and Western Serbla. My conclusion 1s
thalt aggression cannot hide behind lofty ideology,
whéther it is anti-communist or anti-capitalist.

Intellectuals in the United States are coming upon
the idea that Washington has become the chief enemy of
the impoverished throughout the world and that by force
of |arms it wishes to prevent other nations from develop-
ing freely (Dr. Martin Peretz, for instance). Some
Cetholic thinkers have pointed out that the U,S.A. 1s
the wealthiest country on earth with a per capita income
of [$3,000 whereas Vignam is among the poorest with a
paltry $50.

What the American intellectuals are doing is to my
mind one of the finest examples of the freethinking mant's
behavior in the face of a powerful bureaucracy. How pro-
found is thelir scrutiny of thelr own souls and c¢onsciences!
It [therefore followed that when I received an invitation

frqﬁ Bertrand Russell to Join his Tribunal, I remembered
i .
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my courageous friends and acquaintances at American
universities.

What I have read about the'maﬁnerfin'which the war 1s
being waged in Vietnam; the photographs I have seen,
Russell's terrifying documehtation on the chemical and
bacteriological warfare going on-there, led me to the con-
clusion that once again an Asian nation, a small nation
with an ancient culture, is“being exterminated by the most
up-to-date weapons. The statement made by an American
colonel rings without surcease in my ears: "We're going to
cast North Vietnam back into the Stone Age." The 1life of
the land is being destroyed together with the people in 1t.
Poison gases and other nolsome substances cover theilr
forests and paddy fields. All human life, 2ll 1ife general-
ly is being extinguished together with the fighting men.
Leaves fall from the trees, and after them die the butter-
flies and the birds,

A study of our epoch has mad8 me face the truth as to
the extent to which this premature, violent mass death 1s-
striking at us, Yugoslavs, too. In the Wars of Napoleon,
the Military Frontier, meaning Like, Kordun, parts of
Slavonia, Srem, Banat and Sajkaska, lost 12 per cent of
their population., The losses suffered 'in Bosnia and Herze-
gonia in the rebellions taking place in the past century
were no less. The First World War killed off 1,900,000
souls in this area, and the Second World War killed almost
as many.

This too has been the historic destiny of Vietnam, True,
they are far away from us, at the other end of the earth;
they are a nation with another kind of culture and language
and yet the awareness of their mass premature, violent
death is brought home t0 us. How many generations have
gone down in the flower of youth, how many budding poets,
sclentlists, artlsts have been lost for all time to come?

I often wonder what fate is in store for other Small
nations in other parts of the world if the aggression in
Vietnam is not stopped.

Is it goling to provoke a world wide conflagration,_a
general violent mass death such as the world has never seen?
At tlmes fear grips me and pessimism comes in its wake, when
I think of the future of mankind., Will the prestige of the
big powers give way before the fate of the common man?

Finally, a purely personal motive influenced my decision.
I hope my mentioning it will not be taken amiss, especially
as I am writing this in a newspaper for which I wrote my
first reports licng ago when I was Just eighteen.:



My late son BorivoJe brought me Russell's letter one
day in dJune. He wgs aflame with enthusiasm, for he as an
ardent admirer of Russell's. 1In previous years whenever
1|had received a letter from Russelli, we would read and
discuss 1t together. TLater in his fine English he would
c@mpose a reply for me. Borivoje had something of the
_ebelllousness of our people 1In his nature. When he was
attending high school in Los Angeles, from which he
eventually graduated, he described Fidel Castro as the
greatest man of the age in a public address, BorivoJe
lcved good books: Hegel, Kropotkin, Guillot he knew by
1eart Progressive by conviction, he suffered greatly
aecause of the state of the world and the inJustice that
UTS being perpetrated.

That morning, I gave him my reasons for not wanting
£o accept Russell's invitation: it would take me away
from my writing for months and furthermore I thought some
other Yugoslav should be charged with the tasx. In a
sfill voice he asked me, "Haven't you become a little
tired, haven't you begun to lose touch with the pulse of
the new generation?"

| After Borivoje's death, when Russell asked me again
" I had made my decision, I remembered what my late son
nad said, and accepted.

"AMERICA'S VIETNAM POLICY: THE STRATEGY OF
DECEPTION" by Ecward Herman & Richard DuBoff
Washington, Public Affairs Press, 1966, 128pp. $2.

This book is a model:cf understatement. The authors
have taken considerabie care not only to document their
case very precisely, but also to limit the scope of their
cllaims to areas in which their concluslons are absolutely
itescapable. They do not speculate on the causes and
uEderpinnings of America's Vietnam policy. They do not

cpnfront many of the issues which they themselves would
rizadlly admit to be fundamental to a deep understanding

of this war., But this avoidance of major issues should
nbt be interpreted as wishy-washy evasiveness, Professors
Hzrman and DuBoff are by no means seeking to diulte the
ﬂmpllcations of their study. Quite the contrary, they
have succeeded in strengthening the impact of their work
by insisting that the reader give his undivided attention
to a set of relatively straightforward questions.

The work is richly and impressively documented from a
variety of conventional Western sources (e.g., The New York
Tlmes, Le Monde, Manchester Guardian, London ObsServer, ete.).




The statements of official U, 8, policy-makers are quoted
abundantly. The study is highly condensed (128 pages all
told}, but one rarely encounters those three.suspicious
dots which oftem damage.the integrity of .clted material.
There 1s 'a plethora of references to additlonal articles
and books which are not quoted directly but which may be

- consulted for further study of the matters under discussion.

In most cases, .-the references are not general, bub are
guite specific (identifying particular chapters or giving
actual page references), .The result 1s a treasure house of
valuable ‘evidence and research-cues for students of the war
and for thoughtful activists,

The gravamen of this work is quite clear: the authors
cogently establish the systematic character of U, §,.
Government deception regarding the war 1In Vietnam. They
show how Johnson, McNamara, Lodge, Rusk, et al. have lled
consistently and shamelessly about the provisions of the
Geneva Accords, about U, S, intentions to participate in
"unconditicnal negotiations," about the role of China, ete.
They expose quite brilliantly the degree to which the whole
rhetoric of the Johnson administration 1s only a terrible
and . grotesque instance .of Orwellian "doublethink." Each
word turns into its opposite: that nation 1s "independent”
which is most subservient, the "aggressor" is in reality
the victim, etc. Perhaps these conclusions are not original}
indeed, they are alil too obvious to anyone who has followed
the escalation of the war wilth a discerning eye. Butbt the
presentation by Edward Herman and Rlchard DuBoff is
essential reading nonetheless. It 1s concise, penetrating,
and, happily, very well written., To mlss 1t 1s to do oneself
a disservice, We need more works of this high caliber,

R. D, 5.
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VIETNAM 1966: firims available from
the Free University of New York
Peter Gessner, "Time of the Lecust" (about 15 minutes,
brutal documentation of atrocities and torture).
FUNY Workshop, "Dog Burning at Noon" (about 7 minutes,
a rather surreallist portrayal of the ritual of
extermination in an industrial wasteland),
NLF, "Vietnam:Land of Fire" (about 20 minutes, documentary).
DRV, "Days with the Youth Shock Brigade" {about 25 minutes,
shows the repair of destroyed installations, ete.),
All the above films are 15mm sound and can be rented inex-
pensively from the Free University of New York,
20 East Fourteenth Strees,
New York, New York 10003,
Write for further detalls, or call 212 - OR 5 7424,



The following petition 1s belng circulated around the
world in orcder to establish a mandate for the international
war crimes tribunal:

"WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, SUPPORT THE INTERNATIONAL WAR
CRIMES TRIBUNAL INITIATED BY BERTRAND RUSSELL, WE
FEEL A SOLEMN OBLIGATION TO EXPOSE WAR CRIMES AND TO
INDICT THOSE WHO PERPETRATE THEM, WE BELIEVE THAT
U. S. ACTIONS IN VIETNAM MUST BE EXAMINED EXHAUSTIVELY
AND THE FINDINGS MADE KNOWN TO WORLD OPINION,"
% I authorize the use of my name as a signer.
Please send me coples of the petition.
Please send me copies. of Lord Russell's "Appeal to
the American conscience,"
( ) Please semd me coples of Lord Russell's "Postscript:
To the Conscience of Mankind."
The cost of printing and malling the petition and Lord
Russell's statements is quite considerable. Please increase
your contributions accordingly.
{ ) I enclose % to support the work of the Foundation.

Name (BLOCK LETTERS, PIEASE) ______________
Address

The FOUNDATION BULLETIN will be sent regularly to those who
contribute $5.00 or more.



Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation
342 West B4 Street
New York, ¥,.Y. 10024

FIRST CLASE MAI

---------------- * .

B ofer



FOUNDATION BULLETIN

Contents

"The Crime," |

ALL TRFORMATIOR CONTAIRED by Jean-Paul Sartre

11D
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIF Report' ,
DME_WZ—— Paris Meeting Supports

93‘5‘767- . - War:Crimes Tribunal

Two New Members Join
War Crimes Tribunal

Reviews:
Douglas Pike's "Viet Cong"
A Poetry Reading Against
the Vietnam War

Circulated by the BERTRAND RUSSELL PEACE FOUNDATION
. _...-342 West-84th- Street_ - - -

New York, New York 10024

telephone: 212 799-0364



FOUNDATION BULLETIN December 15, 1966,
published by the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation

John Gerassl,
Chairman

Russell Stetler,
Executlve Secretary

! We are pleased by your response to the first issue of
?Fe BULLETIN, Many readers have sent contributions, press
c}ippings, comments, and constructive criticisms, O*hers
have taken the initlatlve to arrange public meetings in
their lccal areas to promote discussion of the war crimes
issue, We hope to have a growlng dialogue and exchange
nﬂth our. readers and to reach more and more p=2ople with
news of the tribunal. We are happy to see creative
approaches employed to dramatize the results of the
tﬂibunal The San Francisco Mime Troupe, for example,

hais expressed interest in utllizing the tribunal proceedings
£8 the basis of a dramatic performance exposing the grim
reallty of the Vietnam war,

l Qur financial needs are ever expanding, and we regret
thPt we must appeal continually for further support. The
curent perlod ls especlally critical. In a matter of days,
the trilbunal's Tirst investigating team leaves for North
Vietnam, charged with the responsibllity to survey bombarded
areas, to examlne weaponry used in the bombardments, and to
interview hundreds of witnesses, Fllm and sound crews will

|on hand wherever the team goes. The cost of sending
t)mse teams 1s enormous, Ailr fare alone amounts to

th¢usands of dollars even for a small team, We appeal to
all of ycu to collect funds and to contribute generously to
ma%e these missions possible,

We wish to call attention to the courage of growing
mimbers of young American men who are refusing to fight
ag;ainst the people of Vietnam. The findings of the
tribunal will be especially relevant to their stand, as
19 |pointed out below by Jean-Paul Sartre. We likewlse
express our solldarity with those who, since August 7th,
hevs kept a constant vigll outside the napalm factory at
Port Chilcago, California. Thelr protest 1s a fulltime
effPrt to arouse the Amerlcan consclence,

This issue of the BULLETIN features contributions by
Ken) Coates, a director of the Foundation, who lectures in
socgology at Nottingbam Unlversity; Leonard Liegglce, a
resgarch historian; and Will Inman, editor of KAURI poetry
mangine, who will be poet-in-residence at American Univer-
8ity Thls spring.
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The article which follows 1s an interview with the
Executive Presldent of the War Crimes Tribunal, Jean-Paul
Sartre. It first qppearea 1n L NOJVel Observateur on. -
November 30 1966, »r . T

T 1  . THE. CRIEE
' by Jean Paul Sartre

@ueStion-‘It hau been said €f Bertrand Russell's
"tribunal" tnat 1t can render ohly a parody of Jusilce .
because 1t has been composed of personalities who are
partisan, hostlile toward the American boliey., and whos2
verdiet. is known in advance. “ﬁccordivg to one Engliish-
Journalist, "It wlll be conductzd ‘as' in 'Allce in :
Wonderland': there will be the condemnat*on first, the
trial afterwards."

J.-P. Sar*re- Here are the boundaries and the sense
of what our "tribunal”. intends to Hc.  The question 1s not
for us to judge wnether the American polity n Vietnam is
baneful - which is taken for granted among mo 3t of us -~
but to see wharher it faills thhln the prcvi ions of
international legislation on "war crimes.

To condemn,. 1n the Juridical sense, the strhggle -of
Amzrican ‘Imgeriglicm against the natieons of the third
world which are trying to break free of its dominaticn
would make no sense. This struggle 1s, in effect, only
-th2 transposition, on an.internétibhal level, of the class
struggle and 1t i3 determlned by the structure of the

groups confronting one another, The imperialist policy is.a

necessary hilstorical reality and it escapss) £or this’
reason, .every Juridical or morai condemnation, One can
“only combat it, whether as an intellectual,; by showing its
mechanism, or pcl tically, by brying to‘'escape it (which,
derite dppearances, the French Government really isn't
do1ng) o by armsd strugg¢e. I know taat I am, like otber
embers of the "cribunal,". a profpssed adversgry of
lmppr allsm and that T Impl I am in holijarity with all
those wno combat 16, And the commitment, from. qus pcint
of view, mast be taotal.: Each one® zees the whdle ol the
struzgle and places himself on cne sifie” or the other,
aceording to motivations which: develop from Wis oklective
situation Into a fixed-Idez which he forms for himself . of
human 1ife, “At this level, 'cre can hate the dlads encmy.
But one cannst 1udé° Lim in the *uriLLLal sense..of the
term., It 1s even difficult, if ndét 1m0033101e,'1nso?af as.
onea holds to a. oureLy Ieallatic volnt of view on. che class
struggle, to coni'ine one's own aliies within a du cal
framework and to define rigorously tpe "crimes! omnﬂsued
by their government, We have seen this very. well in the
problem of tha'Stalinist canps.. Either we would pass
moral- Judgments obn. them, which wis completely heside the
po*nu, or we would be content to‘evaluate the "positive"

. |



and the "negative’in Stalin's policy. Some sald, "It
is the pogitiVe which prevalls"; others, "It 1s the
negatlve. In either case, 1t makes no difference.

In fact, if History's development is not ordered
by the right and by the moral -~ which are; on the con--
trary, its consequences ity the two superstructures
exercise a "reverse-action" on thils development., This
is what permits us to judge a soclety in terms of the
eriterla which 1t has 1tself established., It 1s therefore
*bsolutely normal for us to ask, at a glven moment,
vhether an action exceeds the domaln of "the useful“ or of
"the harmful"” so as to fall within the provisions of an '
ﬂnternational jurisprudence which has béen constltuted
Little by little,
Marx wrote, roughly, in.one of the prefaces to Capltal:

"We are the last ones who could be accused

of condemning the bcurgeolisle, because we

estimate that, conditicned by the process

of gapital and the class struggle, its

leadershlp 1s necessary. But there are

moments, all the same, when 1t goes too far."
The whole lssue is to know whether, today, the lmperlal-
ists have gone too far.
When Talleyrand said: "It is more than a crime, 1t 1s
a mistake," he summed up very well the manner in which
political acts have always been considered, In the course
of history; they can be skilful or clumsy, useful cr harm-
ful they always escape Juridical sanctlon. There was no
"oriminal policy.”

And then, at Nuremberg, in 19&5, the notion of "political
crime" appeared for the first time. That notion was ques-
tlonable, to be sure, since 1t involved imposing the law
of the victor on the vanguished, But:the condemnatlon of
the leaders of Nazl Germany-by the Nuremberg tribunal made
sense only if it lmplied that any government which, in the
future, committed condemnable acts, according to such and
such an act of the laws esbtablished at Nuremberg, would he
subjeet to trial hefore an analogous tribunal, Our "tridunal”
now proposes merely to apply to capitalist imperialism its
own laws., The arsenal of Jurisprudence, furthermore, is not
limited to the Nuremberg laws; there had been, beforehand,
the Kellog-~-Briand Pact; there were the ‘Geneva Conventions
and other 1nteruationa] acecords,

Once agaln, the question here is not to condemn a
policy in the name of history, to Judge whether or not it
is contrary to the interests of humanlty, but to state
whether it falls under the provisions of exlsting laws,
For example, one can criticlze the present poliey of France,
one-can be totally opposed to it, as T am, but one cannot
term 1t "eriminal." . This would not make sense, It was
posslble to do that, on the other hand, during the Algerian
war. The torture, the corganizatlion of regrcupment camps,
the reprisals agalnst civillan populations, the summary
1 exeeublons were comparahbhle to certain crimes condemned at

| Nuremberg, If a "tribunal" like the one conceived by
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Bertrand Russell had ‘been constituted in that périod; I
certainly would have agréed to take part. The fact that.

we d1ld not accomplish this in the case of France ‘doga not
mean that we should not do. 1t today for the Unlted States. o

Question: You will -he asked by what law -- since 1t
is law that you are 1nvo£ing ~=" you set yourselves up as .
Judges, which’ you are not o ae . .

J -P, Sartre- Indeed. Rivht now, it will be said,l
anyone can judge anything' ‘And then ‘doesn't this
undertaking risk falling into petit-bourgeois ldealXism,
on the ‘one hand (a certain number of known personalities.
ralse a protestation in the namé of great values) and Into
fascism,.on the other, by an avenging side reminiscent of
Arsene Lupin and all the faseist literature? '

To this. I respond first, that the guestion 1s. not to
condemn anyone to an ordinary, commonplace punishment. . .
Every godhench which is not. to be carried out 1s obviously
ridiculous.. I cannot.see myself condemning President
Johnson to. death. . I would clothe myself with ridicule.

Qur goal is different. It 1s to study the whole of
the existing documents on the war in Vietnam, to call all
possible witnesses to testify -- American and Vietnamese -=-, . .
and to determine, 1n our soul and conscilence,- whether
certain acts fall within the proevisions of the laws of which
L have spoken. We will invent no new leglslation, We shall
declare, 1f we establich. it, what I do not prejudge: "Such
and such acts, committed at such and such places, represent:

a violation of such and such international laws and are,, Ain.
consequence, crimes. And here are the ones responsible for
these acts." .  If a real international tribunal existed,:what
would make these particular cnes lilable,by virtue. of the 1aws
applled at Nuremberg, for example, to such and such sanction.
Therefore, 1t 1s not at all a matter. of a group of honest:
citlzens voicing 1ndignant disapproval, but of giving a
Juridical d&mension to acts of internat®onal policy, in order .
to combat the tendency of the majority of the peoples to . .
pass only practical or moral Judgments on the conduct of a '
soclal group or of a government. . e

Question Doesn’t this lead you to grant that there. is
one way of waglrg war which is condemnable and another way
wnich is not? : i 5 .

Jo -P Sartre' Absolutely not' The utruggle of A
imperlallsm agaibst ¢certain peoples of the third world 1s.a
fact which I merely record.‘ I oppose 1t with all my. might,
in the measure of my feeble’ means, but I do not have to say
that there 1s a good way and.a btad way of carrying it on. 5
In truth, although the peaceable.b ‘ave folk of our consumer .
sceleties wish to Ighere 1%, there dre wars evervwhcre, the
world is .in flames and we. can have. a. world war at. any moment
I have to take part In the Strugslé, but I do not have to
humanize it. We must merely seek to know whethsr, in the




unfolding of this struggle, there are people who "go too
far" in the course of 1t, whether the lmperialist policy -
falls under the provisions of. laws declared by £ -imper- -
ialism 1itself,
We can ask outselves, obviously, whether it is -
sossible to wage a war of imperialist repression without
Yiolating internatlonal law, But thls is not our concern.
Insofar as I am a simple citizen, a philosopher, a Marxist,
1 have the right to think that this type of war always. 3
leads to the use of ‘torture; the creation of concentration’
¢amps, etc. Insofar as I am a‘'member of the "tribunal" of
rtrand Russell, this does not interest me., I must merely
aeek to learn whether laws are belng violated, in order -to
reintroduce the Juridical notion of ihternational crime,
It is necessary to ask ourselves whether the ldeas,”
however correct, that we have .of the policy -- knowing
that we must jJudge it from a realistic point of ‘view, that
1t 1s determined by a. balance of forces, that we must take

people dld in the tlme of Stalin, to consioer the poli"y
only from the angle of efficlency and to accept a7 passive-
complicity while Judging the acts.of & government only in
a practical perspective, ' Doean't a political fact 11Pewise-
1ave an ethico-juridical structure?

On this ground, our judgment cannot be rendered 1n
dvance, ‘even if we are commltted, as iIndividuals, to the
struggle against imperialism, Once again, I oppose the
government of de Gaulle wilth my ballot, but 1t. dees not -
decur to me to say that the Gaullist poliey 1s crimipal,
Gne can speak, with indignation, - of crime a propos the Ben
Barka affalr, but I do not see what law we would -‘apply 1f we
ere to. condemn the French Government in this affair, It is
altogether different when the question 1is ‘to Judge ah act of
ar of the Americans in Vietnanm, bombardment, an- operation
ordered 1in high plac¢es, To wilsh bto ebnstitute a real-
tribuanl and to pronounce sentences would be actlng like
1dealists. But we have the right-to-assemble ourselves, as
citizens, in order to .restore the forece of the notion of
dar crimes, by showlng that every polilcy can and must be
Judged objootively according to Juridical oriteria which
exist, :
When one- ories out at a meeting, "The ‘watr 1n Vietnam
is a crime,” one is in the domain of the emotions. This
ar is-:certalnly contrary to the interests of the over-
ﬁhelming maJorlty of men, bubt 1s it Juridically eriminal?
't 1s that which we shall attempt to determine, without
being able to say in advance '‘what our conclusions will be,-

There are cases in which the vioclation of international
law would seem clear., When the Government of Soulh Africa,
dbioh has a slmple mandate.on the scuthwect African terri-
tory, refuses to enfcrece a decision cf. the Unilted Natlons
enJoining it to abandcn that territory, ‘1t places itself
overtly in a position of internaticnal dellnquepoy. The
wWhole world sees this. . ' '
i In Vietnam, the situa*ion is different. certdin facts



come out which must be established:: our. purpose 18 to’ ‘see
whether they fall under the provisions of law. CrRa e

Question Some will reproach you for not. judging the
Vietnamese at the same time as the. americans and will say
that war crimes are beinu committed by. both sides., -

i B Sartre' I refuse to place on. the same plane
the action of a group of: poor peasants, obliged-to make
iron discipline rule in; their ranks, and that of an
immense army sustailned. by -a -super~industrialized
country of two hundred million inhabitants. And then-
1t 1is not .the Vietname e who have- invaded America and who-
cause a deluge of fire. to rain on an.allen people. ‘During - -
the Algerian war, I.always.refused to -draw a parallel-befween
the terrorism of .the bomb, which was the scle arm at the:
disposal of the Algerians, and the.actions and exactions of a-
rich. army. of .five hundred thousand men occupying the whole
country.; It is the. same thing 1x Vietnam.- o :

Question In the oourse “of this "tnial,"‘you will have
the opporvunity to make a systematic:record according to.

Juridical -norms applicable to every government.  Can thiso-’:-u

¢ciear the way for.a broader action against the Amerioan

‘policy in V etnam° frl oBIrE vl T4 Co

P

J.-P Sartre-'Certainly. 'Bﬁt'fhat;cah-onlyroome 1ater;

It 1s Dy propeéEIhg from -the: results of our:investigatlon --

I3

if. 4t. results In a condemnation ~-  that -one «could organlze: -

demonstratlions, meetings, marches, slgnaturezcampalgns, - Qun
first task .will be educgtlion and information, and our -
"hearings™ will certainly be public.

They have reproached us for doing petit-bourgeois
legallsm, It is true, and I accept this objJectlon, But
whom do we wish to convince? The. classes which are engaged
in strug 1e against capitalism and which are already con-
vi nced (“erimes" or not) that it 1s necessary to do battle -
unfll the end against imperialism, or that very large fringe.
of the middle class which 1s presently hesitant? These are
the petit-bourgeols masses whom we must now awaken and arouse,
because thelr allliance ~~ even on the interior level -~ with
the worklng class is desirable. And 1t is by means of- a

legallsms that we can open thelr. eyes. Furthermore, 1t's not

so0 bad, either,-to remind the working classes, who have been
too often led into- considering only efficiency, that there 1B

an ethico-Juridlcal structure for every historical action. .In’

the post~Stalinist period in which. we live, it 1s very
important to place: this structure on: record

Qneution- “How do- you explain the fact that the
demonSuié%ions against the war In Vietnam have been more
numerous and more vigorous. in West Germany; in Britain, iIn
Italy and in Belgium than in France9 :

"uJ -P Sartre._ln Franoe, there is, in effect,a certain




idPenet rability of the petit~bourgeois consclence and even;
solmetimes, of the worker's conscience. This comes, I
believe, from the fact that we have barely come out of a
long perlod of-colonial ware. For some time we have been
"bjllocked" on all the probleme of world importance ~- in-
particular those of the third world =- becanse it was we
whn were oppressing Indochina, then Algeria. It was an
epjoch, remember, in which ‘the entire world was disturbed .
by| the development of nuclear arms. The French themselves
weitre never concerned about it. ' They never underestood that
thiair country, which-housed American bases on its terrltory,
woirld be destroyed like the others in case of -nuclear war.
Thley did not understand. it becsuse their attention was
copgtantly drawn to our colonial problems.
There is another reason. for French apathy; that 1s the
confusion which resulted from telieving de Gaulle and letting
ki3 purely verbal assertion of independence pess for a true
enlt i- ~imperialist pclicy. The Phnom. Penh speech was nothing
bult words, since de Gaulle, althougzh he condemns American
policy in toto, does not give himself, on the domestic front,
the,econumic means to-escape the American tutelace.
But the fact that -da Gaulle is the sole head of a
capitalizt state who has denounced the pelicy of the United
Stlates gives the French a govod conscience. The same citizen who,
hojptile 1o the independence of Algeria, was very- happy when
e (Tenerated leader put an end to a war which was impossible
to win, is now very content since the definitive utterances
off a great man, with whcm he identifies, furanish a justi-
fication for his passivity: "Since de Gaulle expresses himaelf
.80 strougly on Vietnam, it is pointless for me to do more.”"
" If the parties of the left were united, -they could
prjove that the Gaullist ambition.to make France a #derious
adlversary of American inve rlallem makeés -no gense since it
igl not based on a domssiic policy: capabae of reaILy freelng
vs| from fTamerican rxpr0p;1ationo .
Today, France 13 opiy .a vabelli ous slave which remaing
submissive to the American order. The hoadguarters of NATO
vill be set up elsewhere, agreed; but the Americans can place
French workers out of work when and where they please, they
cén paralyZe our eronom* mer Ay by w1tharaw1ng their ccom-
pﬂters,  hey can oxart enormuas pressures against which we
are without defense.
. The first point. of a program of the left must be to
struggle, by means of & policy of prioriiy investments --
1& large meagure, publlc ones -- sgainst the encroachments
.American capital. This would -be very diffieult, I know;
and France cannot do it glqne. She would have to use the
Common Marke®, and she would have to be able to induce her
partners to fcllow the same policy. They also, for the time
béing, are dominated by American economic might; but one can
impgine that certain countries, Italy, for example, would be-
omenable to revising their attltude if France fo‘lowed a
policy of true economic independence. . :
For the time being, we are waiting for the left to unite,.
And I do not see a way of bridging the gep which separates the
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supporters and the opponents of the Atlantic Pact., The
problem 1is in part masked, because the communlsts have

made some concessilons for the elections; but it remains
before us and 1t continues to paralyze the left, Last
spring we had a perfect example of thls when Guy Mollet
wanted to file a motlon of censure agalnst the foreign 1
policy of the government, .The. communists were embar-
rassed, because certain aSpects of this policy were . .
moving in their direction; and. they sald, "Let us-
condemn, -rather, the whole of tHe government ‘policy, by o
showing that 1t 1s no more satisfactory at home tban abroad,"
Guy Mollet refused. ‘

In my opinion, opposition £0 the Atlantic Pact must be
the principal critericn of a left polley., I should even -say
that the only common point between the abstract position of .
de Gaulle and what should be the attitude of the left is the
claim of national'sovereigntyg Soverelgnty which 1t i -
necessary to regain not for. the sake of guarding 1t
Jealously -~ one can assoclate oneself with other equally .
soverelgn powers and constitute international organisms to
which- one hands over certain powers -- but for the sake of
putting 1t in opposition to American imperialism, which,
above. all, destroys natlondl structures,

Question: Let us suppose that the left were unified-'=~
could E Eave an effect in the matter of Vietnam? . .

J. —P Sartre: Flrst of all, 1t could mobilize oplnion.
This 1s not easy, but there are countries in which 1t can be
done, In France, 1t 1s Inconceivable to have a strike of any
Importance launched on the pretext of economic demands but
whose real motive would be oppositlion to the policy of the
Americans in Vietnam, = In Japan -- I've Just come. from there ==
there was a general strike on October 21st "against American
imperialism.” I am not sayinv that 1t was a complete success,
but it was at least able to take place. .

The French” also, to be sure, are "agalnst" the war In -
Vietnam, but they do not feel concern, They do not know that
they risk being drawn into a world conflict by the develop-
ment of a struggle which interests only the Americans. De
Gaulle himself knows this, 'I was very struck by the reaction
of the Japanese to the Phnom Penh speech. They sald, "De
Gaulle was afraid." They wanted to say that he had. suddenly
weighed the danger of seelng hls country destroyed for some-
thing which d1d not concern 1t This was, In effect, a
speech of fear and, from this point of view, a good speech,
But a simple cry of alarm does not amount %o anything great,

Today we must concelve our struggle 1n the perspcctive
of a durable American hegemony. The world is not domlnated
by two great powers, but by one onlys And peaceful coexist-
ence, despite its very positive aspects, serves the Unlted
States. Thanks to peaceful cogxistence and to the Sino-
Sovlet dlspute -- the latter resulting 1n large part from
the former -- the Americans can bombard Vietnam in perfect




. . ’

tranguility., It is incontestable that there has beeﬂ a
get-back for the sociallst camp, owing to tha rivalries
%hich tear 1t asunder and the policy. b@gun by Khxrushchev,
So the Americans now feel that fhelr hands are free, to.
the point thdt President Jonnson.announced in a recent.
5peech that he would not permit the Chinese to aﬁve‘op
theilr atomic armament beyond a dertain point, This
\rightening and cynical threat could nct be put forward
E Johnson were certain that the USSR would coms to the
asslstance of China,

Neanwh‘le, this present hegemony ‘of the United States
dioes not exclude a certain vulnerabllity., In the absence
o ‘a direct confrontation with the socialist camp -~ s0
g.aVer divided -~ the solution can come from the weariness
of the American masses and from the disquiet of the American
lpaders before the increasing dlsapproval of the entire
world and in particular from all their allles,

~Questlon: Do you think that gestures iixe that of David
Mitchell, the young American who has refused to serve in .
Vietnam by invoking the Nuremberg laws, could help to selize
the conscience cf the Americans? _

Je=P, Sartfe- It is Drecisely ffom the g°s+ure of David
w;bchell and & rew others that the idea of our "tribunal” is
u@rn, Our investigation, if 1% returns a verdict of gullty
“ar The “Unlted States, should permit all the young qmsricans
nho oppose Johnson 8 policy to invoke not only the Nuremberg
hqws but also the Judgment of & certain number of free men,
uho represent no party, no.power., It 18 better that we
rﬁpresent nobhing.  What lnvalidatcs the #udgments of Nurem-
bevg in the eves of the neo-Nazis 1s the fact that they were
bderﬂd by victors, whose right hinged on force, We, on
tha COﬂtrars, are the agents of no power and no cne. can say
that we impose our law on pecple that we hold under the hoot.
Vel are lndependent because we are weak. And our p031u1uﬁ is
stirong becauce we do net seek o send anyone to priscn, but
to| bfing sbout a rebirth, in public op*njon, at a sinister
morent "in our history, of thie 1ldea that there can be pollcies
which are objent;vely and Jurioically eriminal, -
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PARIS MEETING SUPPORTS WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL

by Ken Coates

Outs;de the great hall of the Mutualite in Paris Novom-.'
ber 28, thousands of young people were miiling around. every
entrance, The hall was full, jammed with abt least six -
tnaubaﬂd pecple, standing in every corrlder, craning their
necks over the stairways, Once you were in, 1t was impossible
t0|move, and quite impossible to get out through the seething
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thousands who were straining to get in. Altogether,
perhaps ten thousand, perhaps fifteen thousand had
mustered, %

The occasion was: not 2 visit from'the Beatles. It was
altogether more serious: a rally "Six Hours for Vietnam,"*
organized under the honorary presidency of Bertrand Russell,
at which, alongside other emlnent spokesmen off the indepen~
dent left in France, appeared a whole galaxy of internatlonal
figures, eentered around a group of membels of the War Crimes
Tribunal,

The meeting was chalred by Laurent Schwartz, himself a
member of the tribunal, and among his collezgves speaking
were Jean-Paul Sartre, Viadimir Dedijer, ‘Dave Dellinger,
Courtland Cox (representing SNCC), and Ralph Schoenman,
who brought a personal message from Bertrand Pusselﬁ.

Other spegaers_included the Nobel prizewinner, Professor
Alfred Kastler; the secretary of the. Moroccan Unlon Neationale
des Forces Populalres, Abderamane Youssefl; Paul Verges,
leader of the lndependence movement in Reunlon; and Lawrence
Daly, secretary of .the Scottish Miners! Urlon.

The meetlng was big in every sense of the word., After a
plenary session, whlch included a2 fflm-In which Fldel Castro
spoke in defense of the Vietnamese ‘revolutlon and which
altogether lasted for some.three ‘howrs;i-the rally broke up
into a numbér of seminars, ‘some of which cqontalned well over
one thousand- people, 't0 discuss various aspects of aid to the
Vietnamese people's struggle, : Bon

But with all 1ts-yast size and marathon- organization,
the thing that Wds most inspiring about the rally was its
enormous enthuslasm,. Tlme and agaln thé- youthful audience
cheered militanq speakers to. the echo..,

Sartre, who went cut of his way to apaeal on behalf of
the Peruvian revolutionary, Hugo -Blgnco, .who 18 in-immi nent
danger of being Jud