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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
October 14, 2016 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 

  
  

 
FOIPA Request No.: 1358999-000 
Subject: WOLFE, ELLA GOLDBERG 
 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.  Enclosed is one CD containing 343 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

 
Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release.   

 
 Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your request by mail or fax to – Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence.   
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:  
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home


 

 You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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tlashin.gton, . D.C. 

.· , ·, 
; .. ·., .... · · 

.P""'' '" , 
·p ; 

Ref~ronoe tn ~a to -.,~ur tcr of the 9th 1:u:tant 
transmlttmg copies ot aeepa t · the J.mo~loa.D Collaml 
Genoral ().t !;!e.ll:iCO Oitjl, an . : nc. \;; .othor VJO t.~vo ~ 1n-
format10Jl repr~ BilllT:lAFJl> r~·~tlTJ. . .· · . · · · .. 

. . '' . . 

. U'olte .ha boan an outstanding char~aeter ln. the 1'114• 
·leal mo"'Tomont . in· the United ~~te+.toa and wo.s Vl-ominont in th& 
1Dvasttga.ttoua ot the eo•oal.led Luak Oomttte• ·of the H•. 
York LGgislaturo. He ie understood to bo a ~ttizen ot tbe 
t1J11 ted Stateta. . 

Re •aa tndl~ted 'With t.ar'klil. · :fhtaitu\~ JlOAlpot• Ballin• 
Ooluiu, .JilillA;ID.bers. Ci Uow_ end ~pr~oon. UltdOr tl1.a !:ow Yot-k . · 
Or1m1nat 0Jn41oallat Act til ?eb~aey* 1920~ He was wey prom
inent tn thN tuft ''Jtne ~ovu::10nt:• wo.s & member · or tbe Oot'fmitteo 
to ptr.e• on the ~ teato ot th~ Lett· ~~ins. and was . a delegate 
tro~ Xlnga Ommt1. ~qw :tork, _to--. th~ contorence_ of Jun& 21·24• 1919 •. 

• He was asaocla.t~ eai to:- of' tho ~orat!rtmlat iiorlci, o ftJ.c1aJ. or:gon . 
ot t~ 001llilQntst · Patt7 ot lll!lEll"il,)a; z:ter:ibor ot ~he editorial · 

· boara of the Co~ut.J g,,flo1al cr- p ot the ~ft ·,~·tng of th(J 
Soc1al1st ?arty ot Greater ITew 1ork. fi-rst 1ssu$. ot wh1Gb ap-
poa.recl April 19 .. 1919. · 1 

. : A oo~1de~ttil repar' CL,~tod Jane -'• 1922 lncltoatad that 
·.Yol.te an4 U!ohol~U~, · :rowS.ph weP1) - o~ tho t!e.xl. oazi bor4ar arid we~e 
1n· conotant touo~--wi . th• . ~r.,. IntarnationsJ.. · the Burco.u in . 
Uexioo, and the Oor.em1at oglta:tors ot &artoa.· 

. t . . . . . 
\lOlfe hail VJi.itten a numbo,.- Of. fU'ticlos 'llhtoh .h$VO ap. 

P,are4 lll the otficial ·organe ot the Oolmlllll1st l?m-t:r. lnGlnclng 
parttciulm.l~ the .toll<rwlnu•.;.; · · 

l . 

.· Jul~. · ·. 
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. · ·,_ ( ~: Dn.Uy . Work~F§- Yove~$x- 10., ~~231 
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~Qke ·thG · kloat.t'.to th~ ~ ~ft" · :. . . ... :; · <> 

. . · ; {~ :t~'b$r$t01"•·'!A.pri1~ :t'~ffi4l · :~~,- < . 
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DAFtGEG 

!.tr. Earl J. Connelle7 
Assistant Director 
Federal. DuNau ot Investigation 
u. s., Department ot Juatice 
(:lJ? U. s. Court. House, Fole7 Sc;,uare 
r!01r York, New Yoric 

Sa, :;!.!A a.. ·;o .... ; 
BSlU'&U~ D~,~'OLF£; 
l'N'r3~JAL S"":QU!l!TY 

I , 

Daar Sirs 
1 

Under date ot. Yarch 27, 1941,. the hues o! Hans Theissen 
,._ and !lae Thaiseen were submitted to the Int.rc!apartmental COlllldttee 

·,, _, on Political 11atugeea. Tho interusted persons 1n this mtter ,.,.ro 
\ . Fred Straua•1 F'ul.lerton, Califomia1 and Zll& a. riolf'e, 68 Uonta.sue 

:Jtroet, 'Brooklyn, New York. Inf'ormation waa aubJM.tted b7 the 
\ : inteNStod peraona in this mat.wr to tha ~tt•ot. that Huns Thaissen 

~\.. I was a ald.lled lilBChanic and .. mal!lber or the Ketal .. orkera t Union or 

.... . 
I 

Germa.ny who ewntuall;y beca. S.cret&r)P ot the TJuieburg, O.l'r.lanyt 
section of that union. It wu turther stated he had never belonged 
to a.lfT political but. was a Socialist in his beliefs. Because 
ot Thaisaen'a the r~azi mon-m., be t:Wd Ge~ 
upon Hitler'• l'ise to order to saw his lite. He then 

\ \ \ 
1 eatabliahed hiJMelt and continued to work 
~ against Nali fled to Paris 1 France, ·w~ra 

ba worked as a 19391 be was intel"!'Wd at, Camp 
Vernet where he is at the prea.nt tL.e~ His lfjr•~ Ilae 
Theissen, 1a , France. . ·' · 

or the- Dureau it uaa determined 
in the Old a'el"!W1 aection to the eft'ect 

tor Derlra:n D. Viol!• in New York City in 
17AT.'1nn ot the COl".nmiGt Party at thf.4t 

It ia turthe~ indiea.tad that tJrl:: ~ 
ot the fact that this subjoct wa& a citien. 
&tf'idavit 'WaS aubaitted with reference to 

.......... o;:."·"'-4' with the communist Pmy at. tha.t. t.in» .. 
wore not :set forth regarding tho$e trans

the Bureau. 



------. 

Yr. Earl J. OonneUoy 
lew tol'k 

·\ 
ln Janur,r, 19261 ~ R)'oiohi'l!tafashilaa;; ase thin,-, who 

waa deaoribed u a Japaneae national,, wu &X"l"eated in Liverpool, 
Ertgland, aubMquW1tt to hia arrlv&l there on JMuary 22.; 1926, tor 
taUUH to reporh un&tr the Ali•n Ac\., Amone his personal •tf'eots 
nre tound nUD.eroua names and addrea•••, aa wall as documents 
relating to the Coanuniist :Part.;y and 1tl activitiu in the United 
Stat.1. ~ th••• names appeared that ot ~lla o. ";\"olf•, 632 
~iroop AY~nue, Brooklyn, Nevr tork. 'l'ht ~·'Orning Poat ot !lmdon, 
·:nt:land1 dated hbruarr l, 1926, reported that K&wuhim& had 
admitted he bed been a member or the COlaUlist Party in thQ Unitod 
StatAe tine• 19.23 and that no had tailed to ftgietar with the police 
authoriti• art.l:' arriving at Liverpool,~ ~land, on the s. s. 
JinitNdian. He eontended ho had juat completed a course at 
Columbia l1n1Yel'81ty, New York t:!it:r1 and he was in poatsession ot 
document~ which 11howed that he waa tttaftlit:Jr to Y.o8cow J ttusaia, 
to attend & t::on,!fl.'*eea at the ~aa~rn t!niV<Jt'aity. He !>OftSert~gd 
cNctant.iw troa tho Coffltl\unist .Party - U • .::>.A., tra:usre~in,~ his 
~rship :t~ that organ5.!:ation t.o the OOMt;tQflist Fartr o~ ---~.~mflin 
in addition to 001!r.llt1ist litorat.uN and ~12,000. As & ~3Ult 
of the abole facts bf W&l Ordered de rteda Referral/Consult 

Tmre am nu~~Groua rotereno•s containtd in the files ot 
the Bureau rttBardi.ntt Dartram D. /loll'• and his &!£illation with tho 
Cor.auniat P&l't7 l!l)'ftM~t over an extended period of time. Ho'llever1 
no ·~is bttin~~ aubmitted in view of the tact that it ia believod . ' 



,. 

V.t-. ~arl J. Connellcq 
N.w Yo:ric 

a. ujoritr or thia m~.terial. is «a.read,- oont&inod in the tiles ot 
the New York Fialkl Divilion. 

Intormation sru rctceiv.d in Auauat1 194q, trom a atr!ct~ 
coftf:t&lntial. toraign eourett to til$ et!eci; the.t .J! J!.ovea~ont, who was 
e;q:;•ll.ed tram. the Co.wdat Partrin 1929 and later tor.mad the 
right-wing oppoa1t1on anct 'tiM~ Independent;, Labor t.agu~ ot Amerioa, 
wu int.r.at.d in obtdninl at!'idavita to brine about the entranc. 
into the Untt•d St.ate• ot individuals tben in Europe who were 

a:~-= :::·.=d:=.rial aubaiDed bT 

Marceau~ I i8 Marceau/ Pi vert. 
w~:o at thitt tint re?ortetuy m tAY..too il'id was endeavori:f'll.,; t.o 
obtain ~'1 i."!!l"t!';n.titJ1l visa tn~ the plrpo:nl or ent1lrin& the t:.aitutl. 
>:;t~t\ia. zith re:renmce to this individual, it ie notec that he 
ro~rlT resided in Prance but emigrated to Mew York City nithi!l the 
past ~ra.- or tno. nue to th\J i'aet that he did not l':ave an b.~ra ... 
tion visa he proceeded to loxico •h•re he is rJlld.nr an effort to 
obtain thiu visa. Piwrt. Nportudly fumi1bad to the !ndepundont 
Labor Lt~ of Atatric& in gen•ral end t.o J. tov•toM. in particul&%' 
u hue• lbt or hio Zuro,P~H.l.n contacts. It 'II'M atated turtt:er thllt 
l'iwrt had boen on• of' the. leading llghts or the or::"anb:ation sta1't.od 
a ti.lw ) oars ago by- .J. lov(;)atona ,_ n.a::.ly, the International ·.1orkof'8' 
Front t\f:ain~t i!ar1 and aerwd Loveatone as the l;;~ad•r or thiu group 
in France. The International :'Iork~ra t Front /tgAinst war reportodly 
issues e. C"J.Uarterly bulletin which is publ.Uhod in How York Citr by 
J. towatone•a printer in the Gorman, French, !.:panish md "Znrli8h 
languages 1 and ia distributed f're:n that point throuehout the United 
State• 1 Europa and Canada.. 

\ TheJr~'t.A.I I i$ believed t.o 
be the'!nt.am~tional RiilJ.at /~aoeiit!on,-2 ~~~6et 43i'd Street, New York 
City, which was located ror a nu."nbor of ;roars &t 20 Vesey str.:et 1 . 
New Yorl-: Cit;r... This orgnni:at.ion, aecordlrag to a eonfidtmtial so:1.ree1 
cl4if.lS to 1.::~> a non-pnrtiSt\.'1 Nlitiy"er of thu v-lct.i~"lS ot th~ Hitler 
terror and hE<S :tJ.;..~aeed to colhct. huz;e r,-:...>':".s or monD7 frot;l ·t.h~ r.u;.,li.a 
and to eat a n·un.ber" of irnoeont and U.'W.IJiJr~etlng pocplc tc r.a:rrd.t 
their r.ltl.1'i\eS to U}lp£.1¥-r on ita l..,t,t~rhead. It is i"urthur $t.ated tht.t 

b7D 
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~~. ~arl J • Connellq 
Nn tol'K -4-

aU pe:rtona who haw been co~ot.d with thia organ!satioft in en 
orticial or ot'i'ioe a~PMCit,- or who ~ at the pNHnt tilue &o 
omuweted, aw 111r®era of the r..owstone group • . 

In thia Nl!'ard, l'ranou A. Rtneon• Y!t$1 Rq Y1chaels1 and 
~heba strunsk;r 1 the pru~nt Sec:Nta.r,r o! thfl !nt.Brr.ational. Ruliet 
Aaaociat!on, are aptcifica."UY .ntioned u JIWJlbere or or s,.mpathel;ic 
to the Independent Labor !AaP,Wt ot •l'1ca.- lt :!.8 alleged that 
tt~U organization collected JIOnt7 which hP bMn UMd by the r..owzstona 
trOUP to turtlwr ita aotivitS..a both in France and Gern~.any and that 
this mon•r in torwarded to Dr, AtJgUSt ThaUud.mar or to P.einz Jrandler, 
both of whoa fled 0tl"'!!ln1 in l933 to p:rewnt. tMir ••cution bt 
Hitler. It 11 1tat.d that; wh~wr !Aveatone llfant.d to forward 
lW>ne;r to th ... indi~-duala in ?ranee, he obtaitwd. it from t.be 
Internation&l. ~lief' A81ooiat:ton and forwarded it by ban.'< check. 
On occuion• 1 thie uaocia.tion would &9nd the mona,- diNct~v to 
Parla, Tn. •AOMY wu uaed for .. volutionary activitida a&;t.ainat 
both the Ge:run and r"rench. Oowm•nt.a, thlt Otll'iUn. oor.uoadcl:s Nc~iving 
their runtt. at'tll:' the F 'ch cOIIl"ad.d had taken wnat they neaded 
!rom that !o~d b;r th lJ::Iwetone group. 

With ret"erenc. tht enoloaed COPJ ot col"l"eapon~n~,. 
Wol"J181\t atatAe that it was ad~sa•d t;o Ell& #olfe1 lfho, in private 
lite, ia Mra. Be:rt.ra D. , ,~~e..a..•h• bei.M ap,n~xima.tol;r .rort.y years 
ot ~ .. a J11WU1 and a t•acher or Spt.nish in the New York City schools. 
It. wu atat.td that her hwsband at on. time taught in the N'11w York 
City aohoola but wu aupent.ltd beoau~~e ot hie polJ.tical &O.tiYiti•a 
alolllf Co-.mat line•• In conolution, it was atattJd. tha14 both were 
•xt,...mely aot:l:V~W in ~xito and trawled to th&t countr-1 on varioua 
occaeiona un&Jr .. 8umtd niMil .. 

It ia ~aired that an U.diate, thorouRh and discreet 
in._.UBa.tion be inetituted to aace~ain t.M ba.okgro'Wld, present. 
acti'rlti" and attiliatione or th• abo.......captionecl aubj•ctl. J.JJ 
an inoident. to thia inqu !.17, it ia de-lired that m&te:rial contained 
:tn th• tU.a or the New Tork Pield Dil"ieion be, :t'$vUwed and that 
a auMil"1 tht~ot with Hterenc• to both eubjeota be ••t rorth 1n 

. the initial report in this matter.. It is &lao •w.reeeted that 
int'ol"Unta who ar. ••ll-known to the Mew York Field 1Jivieion in 
attera ot thia character be cont..oted tor th.e purpose or b~....ndng 
up to date the avail.A.b~ ~te:di.l. pert.:!..nf:mt to this i nquiry. 



.... 
.,. . .. . l . . 

' · ~. ' ... " " • t ~ 

x.-. !arl J. Conrl4allq 
New !oXic 

In Yiow ot the all.•eationa eet out htJreinbetore and tM 
aug,rreation that the towat.one ,roup in eenaral end the subjoote in 
partioul.ar are int•:Nsted in aponso~ the ent.ra®a ot person.
into th1e oount17 whoa• acti 'fit3Mo •~ pOUibJ:.r inbd.oal to tht 
national. detente, it 11 drud.x-.d that an initial l'tt;>ox't be aub!Ut.ted 
in tb1a aat.t4t~ to arrive at ttt. BureA\1 on or betoN AprU 20, 1941. 

Very tN.l.J 10\U"&I 
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JOHN' EDGAR HOOVER 

.•-" DIRECTO~ . . 
<tl.ti.J-_ .. ~ 

.Jc, 

EAT:JJS 
J' ' 

j, .EMORAivWJ.f FOR. THE DIRECTOR 

At a recent eet-tng of the Inter ... ])e.eartmental C ·mmittee 
in connect~ n with the case of Han~heissen, t e name 
of Ella G. -~ rolfe, 68 Montague Stre'lt: Brooklyn, ew York, 
appeared as a sponsor. A check of the Bureau fi es indi
.cated that this woman in 1927 was the author of n article 
which appeared in "The Communist" on page 76. T e Bureal!
files further ind~cate that · in 1926 this woman w 's asso
cia~ed with a Japanese student who was arrested i 
Liverpool, England, for failure to register under the 
Alien .Act and who was an active member of the Comm.ttn~t 
Party. · - \ -:-

It appears possible in v(ew of the lack of legiti.ma~~~ 
sponsorship of Hans Theissen that he is seeking .ent. ~·p,nce 
·into the United States for an ulterior purpose. Th • 
Inter-Departmental Comnittee has declined to app-rov · his 
application for a visa pending the receipt of additi. nal, 
more complete and concise information from the Pre?~ 'ent's 
Jldvi sory Committee. This memorandum is being rec.or·li d, 
however, in order that an appropriate investigation~'ay be 
initiated of the background, activities, etc. of El a G. (J Wolfe, 68 Montague ~treet, Brooklyn, New York. 

wL~ ~ ~~ 
ji ~ REC<t DED &- H' i<'IP W 

\(p-<p • ,/ 't(J Edward A. 
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April 1, 1941 

ME.·!ORANDUM 

RE: HANS THEISSEN 
ILSE THEISSEN 

No information is available relative to Hans and 
Ilse Theissen, nor is there any information available relati~e 
to the interested person, Fred Strause. . . · ~ ,. 

. Information was secured reflecting that Ella G. · 1 , tlJ.. l 
vlolfe, 68 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York, was the con- 0l;J,..,'" 
tributor of an article entitled "The United States and Tacna :oL !~ . 
Arica," which appeared in "The· Conmmnistu in April, 1927, on 'V (.i .... 
page 76. ., ; i. 

~ l',J ... / ' ·,• fo 
VI . '. ,( ~ Information vms also secured reflecting that Ella 

G. llolfe of 632 Hi;roop Avenue, Brooklyn, NevT York, in 1926 
was knmm to or associated with a Japanese student who was 
arrested in Liverpool, England, for failure to register under 
the Alien Act, and on his person were found credentials from · 
the Communist Party in America transferring his membership , .. 
to that party in Russia. This Japanese student, whose name 
was R.yoichi Kawashima, was proceeding to UoscoVT to attend 
a congress at the Eastern University. 
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FEDERAL B.UREAU QF INVESTIGATION 
Form.No.l. 

';// :, 
; . . ' 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT .yomc NY FILE NO. .· .. 100-9078 
. . . . 

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MAD£ 

7/7/41 H. T. BRUNN 

TI11-E 

BER 
Ella; 

"(D.cJWOLl'~·;. :~ G~qfOin 4ias 
. CHARAi::nm OF CAS£ 

- ~ ... 

JlJTERN.AL SECURITY 
oldberg 

/ ' ' ' SYNOPSIS OF FA~TS: 

Bertr~· Wolfe taught in Mexico City ··High · 
School in early· 1920 and· served as corres-

. 7 
10

: · ~( _·;;:.Jt~~ . pondent for Tass at: that time{ delegate to . 
CC Rt.C'O~ ·.·· . . 6th Co~~ess ~r: the : yo~un;ist Internation~ .· 
p,E.Q· . . "_. M () . \96!.\ . · ;from the ~Yfor._ k~rs (co __ ·-- _ ~unis_ t) P~rt,~ of Amer~ca; 

Jn 111 · . : · . ·was on Execu-t:.~ve Comnu.ttee. o.f W~rkers Party 
~~s. ·~}_ ) · . _-jp .· "Jr:r?~~ .of 1\me. ric~; Directc;>r __ of. th. ·e-. Worke. rs; Sch,qql, . · 

6y~ · · ·.·NY, 1925 to 1929; s~rved on Bo~d o~. Directors 
~ . · · : of Workers Library .;publishers 1928 to ·l929; 

AGENCY/(?( (. ) / -.i 
fiEQ. REC'D ·;)- ')- S 'r 

REP~'~ .. FORW. ';). ~·?I-'S ·; 
BY l{L' . !-t 

: expelled from QP in : 1929; . one of orig~ . · ~· ·i'.ii 
organizers of Ke'ep America . Out of . :W:ar :cpi1gress ;·~ , h 

now con .. 11.ected. with J. Lovestone 'in ·:rncief;emd.ent \ :;.;: · 
Labo,r League .of . Anie:dca; spoke at ~rot@~t ·-: .• _ , '.::~ 
meeting of Work:ers ~arty of !lmerica ag:ainst :·~ · . ;;, :~_:;:1 
the invasion of Nic~ragua .in' l927fsp.dke .at .,-: - · :..:.; 

· the raily . for the ,American _· co!mn:i t tee _· ;for th~ .. . 
defe~e of Leon TrojiSky, l938; addl'essed a ~ 
meeting 9f t};le · Independen-t. Co~i~t Labor · · 
League -·. on the, -~ubj e¢t of the MOscov'{ Tri.aJ.s ill . 

· ·. 193.'8;. author of "Deta.thless D~y5 11 and· 11 The Soviet 
. Union in 192411; · ass·?c;iate . editor of 11The , . · 
Revolutionary·; Age"; co~author with Norman 
ThomAs o.t a bpok ent;itled "Keep :·America out 
of War, a ·Program" J?ublished i:itl939; on Board· 

,; of Editor~ .of the Marxists Quarterly in 1937; · 
·. ,. ,~~-. \ editor of Th~ Worke1;-s Age in 1938; author of an 

article . 11The. Silent:,Soviet Revolutiontr published . 
:ili Harp~rs Magazine : J~e, 1941;- present~y w-riting . · 

APPROVED'AND 
FORWARDED: 

" V · vo ution "·· 

. . .''. 

JULlO 
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. REFERENCfS: . . , . .. -: '· .- ; . . . ,,·-
. . . . . . . . 

. . ·B,_tr. eau .letter· t¢ New Xork dat·ed April )1, -~941. · · · · 
. . Btireau .teletype dated· 'June 23, ·194L. · · · 

" . ~;. " ' . ," , . ' I " • 

. .- · . 

. ; ~ l ~ _; ' . - ., "t'' • . •': .· _.·. 
DETAILS: ., ; . 

· ... .. >. A reView of the tiies ;'hf the New .York Office reveal.s 
. the : _follo~ . :i.n.formt;~.tion conceiping the activities :of . BERTR.Ai~ ·• 
D~ WOLFE. . . . . . . . 

. ' . The report . ot Special !{\gent .Daniel> F. l)wyer, New Yo;k' ·. 
dated FebruarY 7, 1927 i11 :the case e~titled ."WORKERS PARTY OF . · . 
AMEitiCA; . QOMMUNIST ACTIV!'r]$$ 11 . f~le 61~4, _ 1ists BERTRAM D. WOLFE 

·. as a speaker at a meeting held at,._ Cpope:J;' Uniori on ':February .lO; :. , 
·1927 ~l'\Pr9test against ·th.e invat>ion ~t Nicaragua~ " 'Th~ ·mee'ting 

. 'was ' held . by the . ~orkers; .Par:tY Of-:1 America~ . ' . . . 
. . . .. -.. _. . . . '_ . . . '! 

:i:n ·the case enti-tled COMMuNIST PAlin ... GENERAL SUBVERSIVE 
·· . ACTiviTIE3, New York file 6i.:.5o? f there i$ ·a le.tter: to the :Bureau : 
· dateQ. :May 15, :1937, -Bureau. File 61-7559, With wbi,ch -~ forwarded 

a copy of .-t.J:ie April -·--- J~e;. _;1937 · . issu~ ·of. -tQ,e MarXist, . described · .. 
as a journBl. deuoted tO ' cr~t~cal j.and creatrve ~ist scholarships . 
in the s<rcial sciences. ·:The·.·copj.rright/ for , thi~f: periodical ' was in . 
the name \)f the American ~~st.: .ASsociation, -.. ?,o. Vesey .Street; · . . · · 

· · . and was ·printed py the' -tiber~ Rl:Jess, !:ric•, '84 Avenue, New York · 
City. The editor wa~ ' listed a;s ~OUIS CO~Y and BERTRAM D~ WOLFE 
was on the · Board ·of Editors. . ·· . 

' . ,l · 

. r , ; : 

. The Same . fil~·co~ta,i.ns .'a · l~tterto theJ3ure?-u dat-~d : . 
March 10, . ~938 in w~ch BER';L'RAM D. WOI.rn,,. ed~tor · o:t?. the Workers · . 
.Age, was listed as. a _ speaker e1:t a:·meeting at the f{qtel Center., 108 .. 
West 43 .·Street,: _und~r th~ au~picie~ . of the .4.meriq~ILComrilittee ' f()r . 

· : the Defense of. Leon Trotsky, - wit~: ·headquarters in Rooi.tl ·l609 . at · 
100 Fifth Avenue-. · · · ·· · ·· ·. . . · 

. ! ~ . 

. · · ·.The same . .tiie ·~ c·o~i;.~ns :_fi · iette:r . t() the · Bureau ·dated .. . 
Malich 21, 1938 ad~si11g tha,t BER!J,'RAM· D~ WOIJ:i']; ad.dressed a · meeting · 
held .by the IndepE¢dent :Qon:imunist,;:Labor League -pri ·t.he_subject. eft 
,the Moscow Trials •. Ac~or~ng tq . t~s 'lett.er·, : this ~e~gue is a ... 
group oppos e.d ·to . the · Co:nnn:un,ist . Pa.ii'ty -S)'S tem in the United · States. . ·. - , . . .. . . :r. .. . . . , - . . - -

• .< . • :_: : 
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. . . . . . . . ' - . . : .. ; • ';_ . ' -<.( .. ' ·_ .' . . : - ' . : ' . ' . ' 
.· About 800 WE;lre :present at the hi,eeti.rig . and copies of .the ·workers · 

Age· anct'propaganda · o.f the ·sociaaist Workers . Party was ·Qi$tributed • . 
· Also distribu,ted.' were ca;'d;s . annOWlcing' the futu~e· activities at 
·.· the .. New Wor~ers· Schoo:t, 131 YV'es't 33. Street, 'inclu~ing an announce-
: me~t · of a J.a,lk on: April ?_,.: 1938:' by .J • . LO~·TOtffi~ · · · · 
. .. . . . . - . . .:" . -. ' ' :· ' . ~ . 

·. .· . The same flle eontai~s a riri.meographed lette~ .' dated ... 
· · sept~~r · ?7; 1939 of · th~. "Ke~p~ .:America out · of . War ·don€$:r;-ess, u · . . 

22 East 17:. Street, solici·ting · ~mbership · in . this .. orgapizatipn~ · 
The '·letter. is addres~ea "Pear Fri_E;lnd." A.nlong those li~ted as · 
backing the . plan was . BER~ .p·~ ;! WOLFE. r . . . . 

·... . .. . . . . . .·· . . . . . . . l .. . ,- :· ·. .. . . .. 

. . The same file contain:~ ' a letter to the BUreau dated. .· 
December 1, 1939 aO:vfsiilgi that ~h.e New York· Office. was ,sepcli;ng:- a 

. book to the Bureau co:..aut;hored .hy .NORMAN THOM:\S and BERTR.:J\.M D. > 
. WOLFE and entitled· .1.'Keep·)Aple:ri.C:S, (>ut' of w~; .a Progr,am;i'published .. · 

py the Frederick A. Stok~ Compfltly, New York, in .J.939.· . ,. ' . ' . . . . . . . .... 
• ; . • : . • • . . •• • • I • • • ' - ;I . . ·. . ._ .... ~ . ' ·.= . : . . · - • .• • . • 

· ·. The same. file containS . a repor~'· of Special Agent A~ S. 
Reeder, Chicago, Iilinoisi, ·· dateii N.ovember •29, ' 1939,. · ~ntitled 
COivlMONI$T' PARTY, U.S.A. REGISTRATION AGENTS OF· F~IG~ PRINCJ:PALS. 
On page 31 of. this .: repo~t· it is .. set out that BJmTRAM D. · WOw""$ in 
the past h~s been on . ~e ~ecutltve Ce>znmittee.:of the Workers . 
Party of .America; Director .· of· . .Agitation . and ·· Propaganda Department 

, lind ASsociate·: Edit.or of. i.he RErVoliltionacy 'Age·~ · . 
·. . .· . :. . . . . .. . . . .· . • . . . .1 ·.. . . . . · , ' 

'.nlE{ same 'file c~n1;ai,n~ ·a · ~ewrt·. of Speci~i ,Agent .George . 
J. ·starr,. da~ed Feb~·ary 9, 1~49 · · ~t New.Yo.rk, · in whi~h ~ERi'RAi4 . · 

. D~ WOLFE· is named as a menibe~ .of 'the• (iovei"Il.ing Board of •Keep· 
·· AlJ1er~ca Out 6~ ·wa.r Congre~s·. , ::·: • · ·. . · .. · •. · :> · · 

~ ' : . 

. . . . .... Iri : th~ cas~· entitled. ·O~inmU!list·. Party,: u.S •. A. ;. Registration . . 
Act, New tork "file . 65~38~, ther.~ .is a report of Si?ecial 'Agent : · . 
G~orge· J:. ·Starr dated· at New' Yo;rk.- October 16, :1939 reporting· the 
results . of an· interview vdth BERTRAM D •. WOLFE by. Agen~ $tarr~ ~ · 
ThiS repdrt sets .out on page 13·· that,,BEE:LTRAM ·D.; WOLFE w~ one . of · 

· ·the pr;iginal · members ··of the Board ·of· 'Direetor5 .as nan).ed fn ·· the · · 
. certificate of • incorporation :o.f ;: '(:.he · Workers LibrB.ry Publishers. on . 
. Ma:rch 1~, i928. : WOLFE .served i~ thi's . capaci:ti until March ·21, .1929. 

. ;: . : . . . . . ·. . ~ . . . . . . . . ' . . ' -

. .. . The same repbrt sets· ()ut on p~ge -~that BERTfiAM. D. W01FE .. 
was conn.ected ;with the If1.dependerit .Labor :teague: of America and ,, · 

. that .he· was· in:terviewed by Ag~n~. St~rr . i .ri • the -office .Of · .·J .. . LOvFBTOim. 
At the . time9f this · int-erview h~ stated that he had ~een a delegate. 

' . -' :':\·,' . . -

· .·.: · 
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' .,_ • ; • ' ' • . j,. ~ , -,_ • : . , I 

· tc{ the · Si~th -~o~~~ess ,- ~i': .~-h~· 'd6~ist •rrit~rnat~b~81 . ·tr.om· .tti~ -·: .. _ - . -~ · ,· · 
:. W~rk~i-s :'{GolT!Il1un~s ~) jia.r:ty· of, ~¢rica~ ::. At> this_;.·_trirtie> ·1VOLFE ~- i! t;a;t_~a ~ · . .. _ _ 
· that 'he )iad ·been -; elq>~:r.a;:ea. !rom ±ilJ.e -·~arty; ·in, '1929.. .. He also: $ ta~erf .. ·. .- · . :.:. . . 

that. lie·b·ecame. Edueatioriat '·Director of . the Work:ers . S6hool in·-1925. ·· ·· · · 

~ ·· --

•: · . ·: · ·_: __ ~-<. _ ... _ ~ ·-__ .:·. ···: _:_- :/. - -~ : .. :.r-' __ · i ]-~ . ._ - ~- - ·-. __ . ' ·· ~:-- _'·_·: ··. ·-· -. ;' ::· ~ - ~-~~ .. · _ ,:;_ .. _.-.. .. _ _ . __ ,_.'.- _: __ : ._ -~- · ·_ :> ~:> 
. . . . . ·. . tri \the same . .t'l:i~ . :ther.~: is a . memoran.d.1mr~ 'frP!li · iihe Attoi.11-eY,; 
: · .. ': . G~ne;ral. ' l;i.st:i;hg~ WQLFEts ~":b)i~i-nes~ ·ad4t'ess· · as(43. ·. 'Ea;$1:) ' 125 : Stre'et;- . ,: 

. : . 

.. -, _,_-

,, __ : 

N6tt' : <Yo~k: ~itt;,·'·'as~ · or N~ve~~r l:?;: 1.939. · ~- . , '_ . · .:· ·-· . . ·· · ···· · · . . 

. . ·. _- .. ··-. · •. · __ ,.,_. _:_ ,. It. ~-lio~<f ·b~- n;o~~~:.t¥ t tl1e .~J~y, _, 194J./ ~,~ssti@_. ,at ·:ihe·: __ · 
Readers D.igest ··contains a.p; : .~~ti¢16 entitled "The Sflent ' Sorle~ : .· .. · .. :· · · 

.· :-Revolution'r~ -~:tt1;er)_ by '. :BEii~AM · P· .. .. :ootJfE ~<Vr_epu"Ql~:;~hed> 'from. •.the :. ·. : 
· · Harp~J:f( ;Ma:g~_zihe, <~~e~.: J94::t: ~:is~~-~.::-~ · ·fxl, ·a :-:f.'.o.otnot'f~o~ :t}le: · t:i. tl_e ··: .··· :.·. ·- . • :· 

of: .this ': article a.: " short· his-tory.: of'WOLFE i's set oti:&: ili .·wh:icl:r it •.· ·. 
is eJ!:pla;iile<i· ~~t " h~ ?~~uri~~ ,,±rt ~~:i.A'9. ·ci:tY H+g~ :s¢!l?ol-J~ ':-e~ly · .. ·.· . 
19~9 ~d s·e~_v:e~ ; a_:t; tfuiy ~P#e; .. ~ i_a· qop~~sponde~~ :. fo~ Tass l.' · He 

·.·. also, made -n.Uinerol:l~ . Vi.s~~t to··. t~~ - ·V~ $.~'S .i ft'< · an<t :is: :Pe:rsona:p;y: •·. 
C!o_qq~aint~d witl1 S1:,Bl:Bi, .: ~tl 1vto~i~.o:v~ ·. He was.· ·pirect~r ·'.?f".'the •· ' ··:.: .-

. .. Wo:r;ke;rs. ~choo;t:· .fr9tiLl9,~5 -'•t& ];9.2,9~'ancf •.editor,>qf .. :the ·.s _pviet Un.ior( · 
.·· in '19~4~ . He was aiso .editor·· of;[ ·Keep· America ··out ' of -War and ,: ' · 

·-·· . ·. 

_. ··. · beathi~ss ·Days .'and · is· 'naw'a t : work·· :()n ·:a book · "T}'!..ree 'Whd Made · a · 
.· · R.evolu:tion •. " , · · · · -.· . , , · · ·: .,.- ·· · . :.-. ::·:. · · ;, · · 
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. NEW YORK FIELD DiVISION . . ' . . ... . . ·. : . ... 

. .. ·.: 

. ..... . ; . 
. • . • . . . .. ,_ ·- -:· ·~ . i . ~ - '_-_-. - . • _, - •• i; . . ~ ' . . ' • . .. " ' . .. . ·_ .. - ' . . -

. . . . . . . . . . At ~eW York. Ci1;.y, :Yiili contac'!; :.th¢ Crec:iit: Bureau for ' 
infqrmation· -concerning .BERTRAM .. D •. .-1\tl~ and EttA G• woLFE~ :. · · . ., ·- . . .. . ~ . .. . ... '' . . . . . . '· . . 

. ... 
. ~ . 

,; - ~· . 

•. . · :_. · At·'Brooklyn·, .New Yorlcj will c?nduct investiga;tion ~t .68-
.. Montague .s.tr:eet'.·Which ,is:. iisteif:as :WOLF$'s New Yo~k Ci-ty address · 

·-. in reference-·let~er, and consid~r _the advisability of placing -a -
: mai-l' cover oh 'this address.. -;: . ' . , - . ' , .. - ' 

., 

. -. . . . .- -. 
i• ·, 

· ·Will :conduct· a~pr6pri~te : ~nvest:tgation . into the .. acti vi. t;i-~s . · .. 
. of· the Independent tabor League.;: of 'Julleri¢a .• _: .. ·· · :· ·. :· . . · .· ·· . . · .. · . 

·. ·. 
. . .. . Wil:l- obtaiti -the NelY Yqrk City POlice D'epar.tment.' criminal 

•· ' rec.or<;f-of WOLFE~ .·· _.: · · ., · .. · · 

· . Will ~~tempt to . d.evel~p• irlformation coric~rnirig · WOLFE's 
~sociation ' 1~th. the Ke~p Americ~ out of war·· ccmgr~ss. •· . . . " ,· ' . . . . ' ·. ,. " . . . 

·Will. attempt : tO .de,;el~p cocl-icl~ntial iniomants. in · the . 
Independent Labor. ·League of Anie~ipa·. : · · , .. · · · · · · 

. · · Wili'. ascerta,in :j.rtrormit'tion '~~nc~~ri:t_Pg ·t -l:le· ~Marxist 
Quarterly, or· Which WOLFE: was on- the -Board' o;' Editors iri 1937 artd 

·· the Workers Age, of Which .he w~ _editor in ~938. · 
'.' : ' ' " ' il . . ' . ,, ' " 

.. . _ ~ , _ _ _ . • --P··-~:·: J ; ·· ._ J , • _:: . , _,. _ _ _ .. _ . . • _,. .-·· · _-- . . 1- , , 

. < W;i.ll , contact the N~ York Times Mor:gue' ·for ~Y periodicals 
·: .in t.heir :poss'ession..·; · · .. · · : : . .. . .. , , .. . ' · , - ' ' 

Will check tb:~ Inte~tiona.i Relief kiso6iation-; ' 2 ~est . . 
43 Street ·and ·develop ·informati9n_conc~rning WOLF.E;s cp~ec~ion 
with · this . organiz~tion~ _. · · .. -:; - -_ ' _: · 

' ;. , •' ' • , • -;.·,' r ' • 

-··.- ' . . . ·, . •) .·. ,.. . - . 

.. Will,p~ec~ with; the Bq~d of Education ;i.n ~ew York .City 
to . ascertain Whether BER1'RAM D. :vVOU'E ·or EUiA G. 'WOLFE are no-v{ : · 

, located 'in New 'Yprk City · hi.gh sdhooh · . ,_ 
. .. ' -. · • .. :. :_; 4 • '' : _. · _;.;~~ '. ' . .. : ·;- . . .. ' ... 

·.· . ·. ~- ·· - . ·. -·· WASHlNGTON .FIELD DIVISION- . 
• . ' I . 

·. • . . · .. . .. ·At ':,wa$hihgton, __ Dr ,c., .!Will contac;t . the --State Dep~tment · 
. a,nd attempt _to locat~ pass·por:ts ;'f,'or BERTRAM D. WOLFE ·a.nd .. ELLA G. _. · 
woLFE. It-~~*-~ · not~d that ';[WOLFE pr~bably traveieci to Russi~ .. ·.·. 
between the .;.J:~ars ~ 9~ and '1929 •. For the in.f;ormation . of the Washington 
Fie~d Diyis~; ·the J?!ireau has r ;equested that this· ·cas~ receive . 
~edit;ous ltttention. _-: •!- ·. , ·. . . .· . ·. .·. . . · . 

:· . ,~ .: • .. .! , . ·.·· P.· :r.. .·.· 
• ... '".·· • ·~ .- J!J N , _D J:. . N G 

t' · ' ~ ... ·;-~.;_ . . - ~ • '; ) 

.. . . ~... . . 

. ...,~.' _ ... \.·· .. . 

I 

' ·~· .. 



ODA:IS 
61-6050 

jj 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE. ... ' . t· · ' 
"lUTED STATES DEPARTNtENT . , f .. CE 

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

Tre1nsmi i~ t-he following mess::J.ge to: 

.• 
{ . 
j 

r.~!". To!o:.an ---

. r11r. £. A. Tamm 

Mr. I:J•~r> __ _ 

Mr .. ~iavm __ _ 

Mr. Ladd ----

Mr. Hichoh __ _ 

Mr. RoS~II ----

'"' 
---.f/ ' 

·_,....,....._-'M- ___ ~...-.~ ~ 
.~-~ -~ 

--:...-~-.:i:. L~~ ; 

SENT VIA _________ _ 

I 
/ 

June 23, 1941 

Jd$ISTANl' DI.tt::.eillr. .:... J. CO~~I{LLh'Y 
!;.;.:.~; Yom:, u;,.:.: tom: 

M Per ____________ _ 



JU(~ 2 :J i941 

G-23-41 10-50 PM BMS 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR E~ J. CONEXX CONNELLEY 

ELLA Go WOLFE, ET AL, INTERNAL SECURITY. SUBMIT A REPORT ON 

THIS INVESTIGATION NOT LATER THAN JUNE TWENTYSIXTH NEXT. 

HOOVER 
CXX ACK AND HOLD PLS 

OK FBI NYC TFC 

J 

·~, 
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100..9078 
JR!!:PS 

Director 

~, .... -..:erul iiur.euu nf :J!nu.estigut-· , . ,, 

Unit.eb itut.es il.epudm.ent nf V~-n~ 

New York, New York 

July 14, 1941 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
\7ashineton, D. c. 

Dear Sir: RE: ELLA G~\IOLFE, ET AL: 
INTERNAL SECURITY 

Reference is made to your letter dated July B, 1941, 
Bureau file #61-6050, v.herein you requested that the Bureau 
be advised why previous instructions were not complied vdth 
in the instant case. Your attention is directed to the re
port of Special Agent H. T. Brunn, dated at New York City, 
July 7, 1941, which was submitted by this office. 

I vdsh to advise that Special P~ent Brunn has been 
~urk~ng on a special assignment and that becense of the large 
amount of vrork presently being handled by this office there 
was no other Agent aYailable to handle this investigation. 
Spaclal Agent Brunn is no longer en~agcd on this special 
assignment and a complete investigation in the inDtant case 
·will be furnished the Bureau by July 14. 

Very truly yours 

7j.l8~. 
T. J. DONE~, AcC'ng for 

E. J. CONNELL1Y, Assistant Director 

- // l.--o -5 ~. ·'i:~;ECORDE'D /.J (, c'J :; . 
• _!:,. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOI• 

8 JUL 16 1941 . 



. ·' 

/.L' 1·--

EFE:ESS 

·. f· ' - •. 
... -· :'"'"~u~tal ilur.ea:u nf Jiuu.estiga:Unn 

lltui:t.eb jta:bs ilepa:rtm.eut nf Iluatir.e 
New York, New York 

. .. 

July 16' 194J. 

Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

This is to advise that by letter dated 
July 16, 1941 · a cover for a p3riod of 30 days was 

placed on all first class mail addr~ssed to 

BERT n?woLFE 
ELLA ~WOLFE 
68 Montague Street 
Brookl:YJl, New York 

Ver-; truly yours, 

:.J .. ~f~ 
E. J. 6~=~:t~-~· 
Assistant Director ~·,, . - . 

I' I ' t 

j, 
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. The : file show:i" that ~s a result of an investi~a.tion .of 
subject' 5 'c¥leged ·communistic .§actiyities; a · passport w,as: refu~e~_ ... · 
him a:nd he Wa.s notified thereof by letter. from th.e Passport D~vJ. . · 
sion dated .. Juri.e 12, .19?8~ : . ~~ fiie: r7~1ect·s t~at .the .~efus~ ~f.~~ · 
·the pas~port · was based ,.on an :. J.nterof:t'J.ce ~nemorandum from the DJ.n . · 
·. sion of _ Easter~ ··Ellrope'an · Af~:airs ·Q.ated. Jun7. 6,_ 1928 sett~ng .:forth 
WOLFE'S activities -in. behalf of the Gommurust farty; a,s :1ndicated . · 

· · : in the reference repq'rt and// stating that WOLFEBc9ntemplat~ct journey 
abroad may weu be eonsid~:Ji{ed to ·be in further~nce of ·the interfer

.. ence of the Bolshevi§t reg~ in: United· States affairs· :and. appears .· 
. ' to be . ill connection ,with his work as one 'of the leaders in . the 

act.ivities .carried: on iri tile united States \mder the. :control: and 
direct.ion .<>f. the Bolsh~vist :eegirne, and tha:t there is .little doubt 

. , ·• .• tl:lat ·his real . dest.inatio# is ·M:iscow. . .The pa.ssp6:rt file :i.ndicat.es 
.: a Refusal i~otice posted ;on August .18, +928 on 'the grouqd. ()f :the. 
·membership, in th.e . 192$ ,Wational Elect:Lon .. Ga.mpaign. Gomridttee of· 
the CommUnist ·Party. ·-This refusal· notice· was canceled in 

· Janua:,ry,. 1937 • . · ·· ., 
;.;... ~ . 

' " '.-

' . . The file shows further that BERTRAM DAVID WOLFE was • 
.. 'lssued·'passpor.t . #Jb03Q3 Wi'\ib the proviso, on JanuB:ry 7, 1937 ,, 

.. that it was not/ valiqftror tra:vel ·.iz:l · Spa~~ . In tne applicatl;on .. 
· for thfs passport, st.fbject declared he ~<is · born :in BrooklYt'l~ New 
York January .19, 1896 and that his permanent residence 'Was 632· 
Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, New York; that he desired a passport 
for a } ·month·' s ·recreation tr:i,.p to France, sailing . from the Port . 
of New York.qn. Jan¥ry 9, '1937 on .the 'S$. LAFAYEI'TE. . . . . 

'" '·· _( ' . ' . . . . 
. " · I • ' • • 

· .· · : In t~e appl.j.cation~ subject's :description .was indicated 
to:be .· 5 111~~~ tall,'.' hair broWI'l;, . . eyes _ brown, . occupation writer, 
The identif,Ying. w;i.tness to subj~ct's application is FRANCIS· A. 
HENSON, 44th Street .Hote+, New York City. · The file- ind,icates · 
that Stibje.t::t' s applicati<?n for th~s passport was .endorsed by . . 
telegranfof Jailufiry ·5, 1936 from GEORGE GQRDON BATTLE of New York 
Gi ty .. in. wflich t~legram the : lat te;r: . stated · th.at WOLFE did wotx in 
~ connection with1 tile Gorilffiitte.e on Fair Play of· which BATTLE was 
hpnorary 1 cl1airll,}an. · · 

. . . 
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Director 

- - ., . • 
f il!l!lll!ral i!lltn'tth nf Mnwsti!llltiOu 

Uuibh itat.en il.epadm.eut nf .lJWltit.e 
Post Office Box #2344 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

July 24, 1941. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

0 
Re: ELLA G. WOLFE; 

BERTRAM D. UwoLFE; 
Internal Security - C 

This is to advise that a thirty day mail cover 
has been placed on the mail of the two Subjects named above, 
presently residing at 582~ Commercial Street, Provincetown, 
Mass. 

CABRAL. 

100.;.2068 
HFH:EPL 

This cover was placed with Postmaster VJILLI.Al! 

Ve-cy t;1Vyours 

v.Jrr~T~~ 
Special Agent in Charg~-
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BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

FJU:: NO. l00-206S. EPL .. 

REPORT MADE BY 

ID:JTDIJ, 1.!ASS. H. F. HO:lJJID. 

'l"llt..E i 

ELLA G ; ' W0LFE; 
BERTP..llll n; ~'1.CLFE. 

;,~-3EtiC1.,-:.:___~----.. 
CHARACTER OF CASE: 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

r:~"~· r;r.; ':' ___ _ 
IIJ'lliRNAL SEGDr~TY .... G. 

FJ£i''T FOriW•--·-·----
' . ' 

ELLA G .. iiOLFE and II.l1TR.rlli D. T.')LFE 
presently r esiding 5S2~ Commercial 
St. , Provincetown, Mass. Thirty rlay 
m.:1.U cover placed on their mail.. Chief 
of Police, Provlncetown observing their 
Rctivities through scurces of information. 

- P. -

Bureau letter dated July 17, 1941, Bureau File 100-9078. 

Chief of Police A::THOI'!Y P. ·rtillV.cl~S, who ha-s pre\i.ously as
sisted the Boston ?ield Divizion in nwnerous investigations at Provinceto\~, 
:M~ss., was furnished the information that :c:tLA G. ·,;oLFE and :&..'R'IT"i...tU.~ D. ;,ul.FJ:!i 
were supfosed to be residing at 5821 Cortlffiercial Street. ~urther, that they 
were supposedly engaged in Corra~istic activities and tP~t the Boston field 
Division would appreciate any :i.nfonua.tion he could obtain regarding their 
activities in Provincetovm this surm:ner,. 

Cldef '.l.YiRv;:;I!S ini'ormed ..i.cent tr.at he i':ad sovcr t:J. rcJ.:l .... ble in
i'or.!Ullts who had bc~n a~cistin~ l'.i.tn :i.n obtaining ini'ol1·11c:.tion reearding GoiJ'l
munistic groups which al~~ays became active during the suri!T:te;r r.1onths in fro\<
inceto;m; that he would, through them, place the activities of BERTR:-11 D,.. 
~;oLF~ and his wife, ELLA., l.Ulder observation and he would ini'or.m the Boston 
Field Office of any unaa.ual activities by the ~;OLFES. 

· COPIItS OF' THIS REPORT 

:Bureau 
Nevr York 
Bostcn -

' - ,\ \ 

\ ' 



It should be noted at this time that A~ent did not conduct 
any <1cti ve :investieation due to the type of people residing in the 
small community of Provincetown, th&.t if such investiration had 
been conducted it would be ve.rJ possible that Subjects would be in ... 
fo~ed of the investieation being conducted. 

\iiLLlAH CABRllL, Postmaster of Provincetm\n, Uas s,. , advised 
.hgent that J:ILLA G. ·.;OIFE and JLR'mi!U D. · •• OLFE are presently resi~ 
at 582; I}Jnt'Ttercial Street, Provincetown; that t.hey had leased a cot
t<:>.ge from the o~mer of the property, a 1:rs •• i':1IH3l011, for the re
mainder of the smcmer season. 

A thirty day r.J.ail cover was placed on nll incoming and out
going mail to the re~::i.tlence of the ;·;ouE:s. 



r ~.,. 

' . .. ~-

4 • 
UUD~VELOPED LBAD~ 

AT P:-iOVIHGETO;-~J, !JAS.~., ·will keep :in touch with Ch:i ~f 
of Police .v:THiJ~;y' P. T.fi.RWJS and obta:L11 infonnation_ he may re
ceive regarding the Subjects in this case. 

~·au obtain results of mail cover from Post:naster 
·~r.U.LI.t~I CA!3RAL. 

Hill inf'onn. New York Field Division when Subjects leave 
Prov:i.nc~tov.n, l ~ass., for 1\ew York City. 
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Synopsis of Facts: 

• FEDERAL BUREA.U OF INVESTIGJ\~.;EON 

lj. T. BRUNN 

Bertram D. Wolfe reported born in Broo~lyn, 
NY in 1896. Additional references set out 
concerning Wolfe 1 s association with the , 
Communist· Party until 1929, his Mexican 
activities "and association with the 
Lovestone_opposition to the Co~~unist 
Party since 1929. Resides at 68 Montague 
St., Brooklyn, NY with his wife, Ella G .• · 

~ • 2 ~·c..A-1914 to 1918 receiving B.A. Degr e; took 

Wolfe. Ella G. Wolfe bo:rn Kherson, Russia 
5/10/97) entered US 1905; naturalized EDNY 
2/3/11 under name Ella Goldberg; married 
Wolfe 4/18/17; attended Hunter Ctllege 

.. •-.. -.... ~ .. ~ • advanced s~udy at the University of Mexico 
\ (i C .. .' I\1 ' .. >/.- ~ ;,: 1923 to 1924; received M.A. Degree Columbia 
_ r f r -· L r, University 1931. She was employed as S"t+b-

.• I I· -· · sti tute teacher, NYC schools from 1931 to 

' ' t 

5 ' .-2-- -
2 -
2 -
3 -

~-
'\ 

1935 and as Spanish teacher B~ridge High 
School, Brook]y.n 1935 to date. Wolfe and 
wife spending summer months at Provincetown, 
Mass.; reporteq to receive large volume of 
registered mail from f~eign countries 
particularly Latin Am~ ca. Information set 
out concerning Mp. cea9-' ~vert; formerly 
secretary of the}fr~nc Workers and Socialist 
Pa,rty and now be1ieved in Mexico. Ella Wolfe 

Copies of this Report 

Bureau .-, i } 
Los Angeles"\\ if' ) ~ ) 
Boston .- \\ ~ ~ ~ ~' 
Washr~rgtor(F:illd -~ 
Nerr Yi k '- \ 

·-
\1 

I. 
l 
T 

' I ' 
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100-9078 

• ' 
- identified .~ Senorita Ella Goldberg. 
Sponsors o~Ke~p ~ merica Out of W~~ 
Oonj'~esss·et- - mit. ·-- Information · concerning 
t~~~~aepend~en~1abor League o1 America, 
The,(Workers . e Book Shop, ThefWorkers 
Age ··ana_· the -. nternational Relier-
Assoc_ia.tion~ ·set -out. · ---- . ----

- p .... 

REFERENCES: Report of Special Agent H. T. Brunn, dated J~y 7, 
1941 at New York City. 

DETAilS: 

Bureau letter to New York dated April 11, 1941. 

AT NEW YORK 

At 68 Montague Street, Brooklyn, it ·was ascertained 
from Mr. H. SEYFRIED, the superintendent, that BERTRPu'.[ D. WOLFE 
and his wife, ELLA 1ADLFE, had been ten."lants at: ·Gh.is building for 
approximately three years, resid:L11g in Apt. 5D, f',~: ·which they 
paid $70. a month rent. 

SEYFRIED knevr very little about WOLFE's activities. 
He thought that WOLFE-was a ·writer and that his wife was a school 
teacher in Bronxville, New York. SEYFRIED advised that WOLFE 
and his 1vi.fe were away for the summer but had no idea where they 
were, advising that theywere either in ~ressachusetts or Connecticut. 
He described '\OLFE as being "a Communist, 111 stating that his 
writings were of a Communistic nature. 

ANDREN SPENCER, colored, the doorman at 68 Montague 
Street, advised that ELLA WOLFE vras a school teacher in Bayridge 
High School, Brooklyn. He stated that WOLFE and his wife were 
quiet tenants but frequently had large gatherings of people in 

· their apartment on Friday evenings. ~e stated further that 
WOLFE received a great deal of mail from South and Central America. 

According to SPENCER, WOLFE· ·wrote a book last year 
entitled "Keep America Out of War," but SPENCER advised that 
'V\DLFE had been unsuccessful in having this book published. He 
stated that 'WOLFE is presently working on another book and that : 
he and his 1vi.fe are away on vacation on Cape Cod, a1 though he 
did not have the exact address. 

- 2-
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It was noted that the real estate agency for 68 Montague 
Street v1as. listed as BING & BING,. 119 West 40 Street, Nevr· York. 
~~. E. O•BR~N, Agent for BING & BING, 119 West 40 Street, advised 
that he had no pers.onal knowledge concerning the WOLFE family at 
68 Montague Street. A review of the file on this apgrtment indi
cated, that Mrs. WOLFE is· a teacher at Bayrtdge High School, Fourth 
Avenue and 67 Street, Brooklyn. · <-: 

. WOLFE entered Apartment 5D on November 25:, 1938 and 
his previous address was 632 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, 1-here he had 
resided for sixteen years. The application stated that Mrs. WOLFE's 
father, MAX GOLDBERG, resided at this a~dress. WOLFE listed his 
banking connections as the National City Bank, Tj~dford Branch, 
556 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn. He listed the i'olln,'ling references: 
JULIAN GUMPERZ, broker, 610 Fifth Avenue; LEONARD l~lENDLOWITZ, 
manufacturer, 1359 Broadway; Dr. AR'.rillJR DALLOS, 36 Central Park 
South. 

The file also contained letters of i'·JC0inmendation from· 
Miss BENWAY, the administrative assistant at 'B.::·:yr • lge High School, 
to the effect that ELLA WOLFE had been at that school for three 
years and had a permanent teacher 1 s license; Mrs ... I•'ITZGERAI.D of 
the National City Bank, advised that WOLFE had had an account 
_there since 1937; JULIAN GUMPERZ and LEONARD MENDLOViiTZ were 
listed as personal friends. 

At the Brooklyn Post Office, HARRY NEGERLE, the carrier 
for 68 Montague Street, advised that WOLFE and his wife were 
presently residing at 582! Commercial Street, Provincetown, 
Massachusetts and that they were eXpected to be there until _ 
after Labor Day. NEGERLE stated that WOLFE and his wife had been 
going to the same place for about three years during the summer 
vacations. 

He stated further that WOLFE was the "worst pest11 on 
his route because of the fact that he received an average of three 
or four registered letters a day which necess~tated personal 
delivery. According to NEGERLE, the letters were generally with 
a foreign postmark and as he recalled, most of them came ~rom 
Central and South America. 
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NEGERLE stated that ·WOLFE was always in the apartment 
during the day occupied with his writing and he evidentally had 
no other office from >Vhich he worked. 

JIM NOL,~~, Inspector at Brooklyn Post Office, advised 
th·at it would be possible to look up· the .registered letters 
delivered to WOLFE for the past year, but that this would be a 
Herculean task and would take a great deal of personne~ a long 
period of time in view of the fact that registered letter receipts 
are filed by number and the search would require going through 
each number for a whole year to pick out those·belonging to WOLFE. 
In vievr of this fact; n'o search was requested, but a mail cover 
is being placed on tPis address. · 

At the Credit Bureau o~ Greater New· York, 55 Fifth 
A.venue,. it '1JmS impossible to locate :my credit record for 
BERTRAM D. WOLFE or his wife, ELLA G. WOLFE. 

At Ellis Island, Bureau of Irrnnigration, it was impossible 
to locate any record of the entry of BERTRA.LI[ D ... 'i'OI,FE or ELLA G. 
WOLFE into the United States. 

A photograph of BERTRA.LI[ D. WOLFE was obtaiped from the 
World Vfide· Photographers of the New Yo"ifK Times. ~is is fl group 
photograph srJowing WOLFE with Mifss FAY/BENNETT, jpALISTER.l COLEWJA,N, 
;Miss DOR.OTHYjDETZER, Rev. A. J.JNJJJSTE ana NORMANlTHOMAS. It is 
being retained in the New York file. 

At the New York Tiines Morgue the following articles 
were examined·in connection vdth WOLFE's a-ctivities. An article 
dated July 17, 1926 indicated that WOLFE had presided at a debate 
held by the Workers Party at the Central Opera House in cfinection 
~~th a mass meeting of the I. R. T. strikers. The debate ras 
betvveen HIRAM MANN of the Nat:Lonal Security League and J. ·.LOVESTONE 
of the Workers Party on the subject "Resolved that our: present form 
of government is in the interests of the America.Tl masses. 11 

LOVESTOliE took the negative of this article. SCOTT NEARING acted 
as chairman of the rally. 

An article dated April 12, 1927 carried a Mexico City 
dateline of April 11, 1927 and set out that the Central Labor 
Organization of the Federal District had at a special meeting 
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requested · ~J resolution that President CALLES pronounce Mme. 
COLLONTAY, the Russian Charge d'Affaires, as persona non grata. 
The following quotation appeared: "The organization contends 
that Mme.- COLLONTAY is sheltering Bertram Wolfe, the .1\merican 
Conmmnist, who was expelled from Mexico a year ago, but who· 
has returned. The union accuses her of obtaining permission 
for his return and charges his wife vdth having received a large 
sum of money from Soviet Russia to be used in helping Communists 
in Mexico. 11 

Ori :March 13, 1927 WOLFE sent a letter to the New York 
Times correcting the above dispatch, advising that he was in New 
Yo+k and had not been in Mexico since he was expelled in 1925. 

The file also contained an article dated April,/14; 
1927 reporting a 'debate betv'lGen WOLFE and JIRTHUR GAAFIFlLDf]:IAYS 
of the Bronx Free Fellowship on the subject: "Resolved that the 
American .system of government is preferable to. the Russian. 11 

HAYS, taking the negative, called the il!nerican system 11 A govern
ment of the bankers, by the bankers and. fer t.::e r•r ... nkers .u The 
article listed WOLFE as being director of the '\i•_,rkars School at 
that time. 

On June 4, 1927 ·an article reported an address of WOLFE 
to a meeting of the Workers Party at the Central Opera House, 
demanding the withdrawal of. American Marines from China. 

On Februarr9jl928 ... an arti~c;.:v · rep~rted that WOLFE, 
together vlith·V£I:LLJ:A¥_Z.;~$~ and(BEN-G01D,' was on the f~culty 
of a nevr college .opened oy the Work~rs nnnunist Pal'ty, called 
the N ational Training Course of the ·workers School, the purpose 
of whii..ch was "To teach the art and science, the tactics and 
strategy of militant revolution. 11 

The file also contained a press release of the National 
Election Campaign Press Service of the Workers Communist Party 
dated October 1, 1928 Vlhich was a biographical sketch of WOLFE, 
candidate of the Workers Gonnnunist Party for Cong~ess from the 
lOth Congressional Distr~ct This sketch listed ·woLFE as being 
editor of the Com.rnunisth ·JR~l& of the Propaganda Department of the 
Party and Director of the Workers School. 
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According to the article, he was born in Brooklyn in 
1896 and was a founder of the Communist Party in 1919. He was 
Editor of their first paper 11 The Communist World. 11 The historic 
sketch list~d WOLFE as being a member of the San Francisco Cooks 
Union in 1920. He was editor of Labor,Unity, left vdng union . 
paper, from.l920 to 1922. From 1923 to 1925 he was in the left 
wing of the Printing Trades Union in Mexico City, being deported 
in 1925 for activities in the general railway stri~e. At that 
time he came to New York and became a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Teachers Union in 192? • While in Mexico he was 
on the Executive Committee of the Mexican C'ommunist Party. He 
was also a delegate to the Printing Trade Union Inte rnational 
with headquarters in Moscow and on its Executive Committee from 
1924 to 1928. 

An article date~ July?, 19~9 1 related the facts con
cerning the expulsion of LOVESTONE for ;factionalism from the 
Communist Party. This art±qle indicated that WOLFE an~ BENJ~ITN 
GITLow· followed LOVESTONE. 

1 · . ' An aytic):~ dated,August 15, 1929., rej.Jcr z:d that WOLFE, 

\ 

tA· G-ITLO'/T, \vrrLLil\l~'tMILL'Eh:J,ToM ~JIYEScoutH, FJ51JVniD/W&/f>H,. yvrLL~~a s. 
,_,... miTE, fflmBERTtZAM.,. D~ 1f!ENJA111IN" and MORRIS/~EMsER.' were purged • 

· from the C6IpiDUn1st Pa:r:ty. Ac.cordihg to tlie~articie, .LOVES.TONE, 
GITLOW and W.0~F.E v.rere· charged 1vi th leaving Moscovr vyfthout per-:- / 
mission when called there to express. their factionalism:. '\../ 

An article dated March 3, 1930 reported a riot which 
occurred when members of the Communist Party attempted to break 
up a memorial meeting of the LOVESTONE group in Tuxedo Hall, 
New York, which was identified as the RUTHENBERG memorial meeting. 
BERTRAM D. WOLFE ·was acting as cha:i;.rman at thi.~ meeting. 

1 

A. book review dated March 15, 193? ind~cated that 
WOLFE had supplied the text .for DIAGO RIVERA 1 s poptrai t of Mexico, 
a book of paintings and running explanation'of RIVERA's work. 
The article indiqated that WOLFE was sailing for six. months in 
Europe to gather material for another book. 
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A.~ article dated February 9, 1937 pubiished a letter 
from BERTRA..\1! D. WOLFE' in answer to an article dated February 5, 
1937' wr..ich reported that the Mexican Communists had· demand~d 
that BERTRAM D. WOLFE, TROTSKY'$ American secretary, be expelled. 
In WOLFE's letter of answer to this article, he stated that he 
had not been in Mexico since September 9, 1936 and he further 
denied any association whatsoever with TROTSKY. 

An article dated February 1, '1936 reported that WOLFE 
had urged all o.f the Connnunist factions to unite their ranks arid 
join vdth the Socialists for a united front in presenting TOM 
MOONEY as. presidential candidate. 

An article dated March 7, 1938 reported WOLFE as 
speaking at an anti-war rally in the Hippodrome under tlle spon-.· . 
sorship of the Keep America out of· War Commfjtee. Speakers 
listed at this rally were Senator ROBERT M. · ~aFOLLETTE, HOMER 
MARTIN, NORMAN THOMAS and ~~~-ltl-~RinERS, reti d. 

1m article dated March 10, ],938 ropo.:.-1:-<:=ld a. meeting of 
the American Committee for the Defense of Leoa ·:r:-,')tsky. The· 
speakers, in addition. to BERTRAM D. ·woLFE, were SUZANNE LaFOLLETTE, 
CARLO· TRESCA, EUGENE LYONS and r~ SHACHTMAN. 

A book review dated March 20, 1939 criticized a book 
by BERTRAM D. WOLFE entitled DIAGO RIVERA: His Life·and Times, 
published by KNOPF. 

An article dated September 13, 1939 reported a meeting 
of the Keep ~\merica Out of War Congress held at the Tmvn Hall, 
in ·which the speakers were B:$RTRAM p. 'WOLFE, NORMAN 'IHOMAS arid 
JOHN T. FLYNN. . 

LOUIS W.AtDMAN, attorney, 302 Broadway, Nevr Yorlc City, 
who has been associated '~th the .\merican Labor Party, repeated 
information previously reported concerning BER~\M D. WOLFE. He 
knev; nothing whatsoever concerning WOLFE's present activities. 

A mail cover has been placed on the address of 68 
Montague Street for BERTRAM: D. WOLFE and ELLA G. WOLFE. 
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·The toll calis: have been requested from th~ New York 
Tele·pb,o;q.e Company for the telephone Main 4-3177, listed to ELLA 
G. WOLFE, 68 Montague Street, Brook;lyn, Wew· York. 

The criminal records for· BERTRAI'ii D. WOLFE and, EELA 
G. WOLFE have:: been requested from the New Y9rk Police) Department. 

T:e New ~:;· ir f+J e :on+lains ·Fi repo;rt f:rom~~...:-~~:--"':"":"'"-:--' 
.....,..._: .. ·' whose identity is known to the 

BUreau, d01te April 2~ 1941 concerning BER'J,'RAM D. WOLFE, as 
follows: 

" Bertram Wol~e, I beiieve, joine~ the Communist Party 
vt:i;:th or short'Ly a:(ter .Lovestone in 19;1,9:• Thereafter Wolfe's 
poiitica~ca:ree;r ciose1y paralleled tha~ of Lovestone until they 
closed shop recently. · 

" Afte;r he ;retu_r.ne.d from the -6th congress in Moscow 
Wolfe took the assi.gnmeht of literary hatchet--man against the 
Troi;,sk;yi tes •. He :wrote a .pamphlet or two on T)·ot-=:kvism in the 
approveQ. CommuniE?t ~tyle of falsification anG. d~.!.. .;_~,E1red lectures 
on the $ame subject. · After· his expulsion he admitted he lied and 
renounqed the pamphle~. Wolfe repeated this maneuver during 
Trotsky's tria:). in Mexicg ·city. In a rive of the book THE Q.ASE. 
OF LEON TROTSKY W'9lf e adn\i tted that 11-e :Was wrong in, believing 
Trotsky guilty. · 

11 In addition. t9 h~~· l~t~r~ry ~orties ag~inst the Trot
skyites Wolfe. upd,ertook practt<;:ai. me<&sures again~t them. He, in 
company with B~rt !valler, ];leaded s.o .... called steering committees to 
disrupt all Trotskyite meetings.. Wolfe saw that the attackers 
were furnished witQ- lead pipe encased ip paper, lmives, lmuckles 
and blackjacks to d~patoh the 'rrqtskyites from proletarian 
preserves. Aft~r his· expuJ;sion from. the Party '):1e said the weapons 
were not dist~:Lbuted by the co~ttee, b~t gotten by the hot 
headed t'ank .and fiJ,.ers· without, his lp1owledge.. After Miller broke 
from the. Lov¢stone group,. Wolfe, Welsh,. YabJ,.in. and others said 
Miller distributed ·the: we.apons: and .pressed. the boys tQ us~ them. 

" Jn 1929 LQvestone an(l. Yvolfe :Lnstructed their \>oys· to 
commit burglary in tl:J.e. 'Trotsl;<yite office and Cannon 1s apartment • 
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"Tney did·a thtq ough job. Although the Lovestoneites denied the 
burglary, Emi {Rosenberg a minor: leader in the group until 1938, 
admitted the rime after he left. Rosenberg vrorkedl lfor 
three years on the Workers Education Project. 

II Around 1935 Tfolfe and Lovestone entered in secret 
nego·biations with Browder for readmission to the Connnunist Party. 
The negotiations collapsed when Wolfe and Lovestone insisted 
that they enter the Party as a group, not individuals. 

11 Wolfe speaks Spanish fluently. I understand th>at he 
taught the language and shorthand in a business school near Union 
Square. Because of his knowledge of Spanish he was regarded as 
the group 1 s expert on Latin America and Spain. In 1937· he returned 
from a trip in Spain. At a lecture in Hotel Delano he gave the 
O.G.P.U. operating in Spain a whitewash or still better a redwash. 
He denied that the Communist slaughtered people because they 
believed differently. 11 

At the Ne1'T York City Board of Education, Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, the file of ELLA G. WOLFE was reviewed. This 
file indicated tm t ELLA G. WOLFE was born at Kherson, Russia 
on May 10, 1897. Th~ file contained a certified naturalization 
certificate from the Clerk of the Eastern District of New York 
to the effect that ELLA GOLDBERG had been naturalized at the· 
time her .fat.re r, MAX GOLDBERG, was naturalized on February 3, 
1911. MAX GOLDBERG's first papers were dated in 1905. The 
file also indicated that ELLA GOLDBERG had married BER'l'RA.titi D. 
1NOLFE on April 18, 1917 who was borp. in BrooklyU, New York on 
January 19, 1896. 

Her·educational historywas listed as Public School· 
#147, Brooklyn, from 1907 to·1911, Eastern District High School, 
Marcy Avenue and Keep Street, Brooklyn, 1911 to 1914; Hunter 
College, Park Avenue and 68 Street, 1914 to 1918; B. A. Degree; 
Columbi~ University, M.A. Degree., June, 1931. Attendance was 
also listed at the University of Mexico for advanced study from 
January to November, 1923 and from January to November, 192~. 

She listed her teaching experience as follows: 
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Esctiela Superior, Mexico General, 1923 to August, 1925, in the 
subject of English. Public School #147 from February to June, 
1931 as a substitute teacher in typing. Thomas Jefferson High 
School from September, 1931 to February, 1935 as a substitute 
teacher in History. Bayridge High School from 1935 to date as a 
teacher·in Spanish. Her previ0us employment was listed as JULIAN 
GUMPERZ, University of Frankfort, Frankfort am Main, Germany, 
Secretary; and research work in coal and steel 1926 to 1928 
S.S. KOPPE & COMP.ANY (J. W. SANG)m, President) Times ,Building, 
New York as read of Research, Department i928 to 1929; ERNESTINE, 
EVANS of J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, J?Ublishers, 227 South 6 Street 
as secretary from June to September, 1931. 

The file contained correspondence between the Board 
of Education and, ELLA G. WOLFE in which the Bo·aro. of Education 
attempted to ascertain when ELLA G. WOLFE entere_d the United 
States in order that her birthdate might be verified. Nothing 
more definite was contained in the file except tna.t ELLA G. WOLFE 
stated that she had come to the United states in the spring of 
1905 but that she could not remember the ship on which her parents 
had arrived. It is interesting to note that the file listed ELLA 
G. l'iOLFE nee GOLDBERG as residing at 632 Throop .A.i.enue, Brooklyn. 

Reference letter from the Bureau advised that on b~rch 
29, 1926 the Department of State forwarded to· the Bureau a copy 
of a letter addressed to Comrade Ella, Mexico, who it was stated 
had been identified as ELLA WOLFE of 632 Hiroop Avenue, Brooklyn 

· ~ and who was believed identical vii tl1 Senorita ELLA GOLDBERG, Rome 
39, Me~ico City, Mexico. In view of the similaFity of addresses, 
it is evident that Hiroop Avenue,. Brooklyn i9 probably Throop 
Avenue, Brooklyn. 

At the National City Bank, Bedford Branch, it was 
ascertained that BERTRAM D. Y.fOLFE had an account at this bank 
from June 12, 1937 to December 3, 1938· and that ELLA G. WOLFE 
had an account at the ban]c from May 14, 1936 to August 22, 1937, 
at which time ner a,ccount was merged with that of BERTRAM D, WOLFE. 
The account had been transferred·in 1938 to the People's Trust 
Branch of the National City Bank, 181 Montague Street. 

Through the cooperation of Mr. R,. F. THOMAS, Assistant 
Secretary of the People's Trust Branch of the National City Bank, 
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it was ascerta:j.ned that the BERTRAi\1 D. WOLFE account· had been 
closed into the ELLA G. WOLFE account as of February, 1940. The 
Recordak fillilS of ELLA G. WOLFE's statements for thE;J first six · 
months of 1941 were viewed by Agent. These filins· failed to reveal 
any pertinent information or particular activity in this ·aqcount, 
the average balance being mainta~ned between ~~300. and $400., 
average deposits being approximately $125. a month and approxi
mating wi thdravrals for each month. 

Reference 'letter from the Bureau indicates that WOLFE 
is probably connected with the· International Relief Association, 
2 West 43 Street, and sets out ihat FRANCIS A. HENSON, Miss RAY 
MICHAELS and SHEBA S'IRUNSKY, the present secretary of the I.R.A • 

. are sympathetic to the Independent Labor League of America, an 
organization used by the .LOVESTONE group to further its activities 
in France and Germany. 

In connection~dth all of these individuals, there is 
no record in the New York files. No record could be located at 
the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 55 Fifth Avenue, for HENSON 
or STRUNSKY. 

The New York telephone directory for 1941 lipts a tele-
~p~h~o~n~e_f~o~r~S~HEB~A~S~TR~UN~S~K~Y~·-C~h~e~lsea 2-5693, at 282 West 4 Street. b 7D 
~~--~~----~~----~--~~lis being requested to furnish the 

long distance phone calls for this telephone for the past three 
months. A mail cover has also been placed on this address. 

LOUIS WALDMAN, attorney, at 302 Broad.vray, who has been 
intimately connected vv.ith tAe Americ~ Labor Party and has a 
broad knowledge of Communist activiti~s in New York, advised that 
he was not acquainted with SHEBA STRUNS.KY or Miss RAY MICHAELS. 

In corinection 1v.ith FRANQIS A. HENSON, WALDW.LAN advised 
that he thought this individual was a Norwegian who had been a 
Socialist some time back but had since. turned into a Communist. 
He advised that the name sounded familiar to }:lim but that .he knew 
nothing definite. 

Reference letter ~rom the Bureau also sets out infor
mation ro ncerning :WIA..B.CEAU PIVERT who is reported to have furnished 
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to the Independent Labor League of America in general and to 
.JAY LOVEs TONE in particular a list of his European contacts. No 
information could be obtained concerning PIVERT at the Credit 
Bureau of Greater New York, 55 Fifth Avenue. 

A review of the files in the New York Office indicates 
that the Bureau forwarded to the New Xork Field Division (New York 
file 54-144) an anonymous letter dated June 18, 1940 addressed to 
President ROOSEVELT, forwarded by Bureau letter of August 20, 1940 
entitled UNKNOV/1\f SUBJECT, NEW YORK, N.Y.; INTERNAL SECURITY. 
The following is cp. oted from this anonymous letter: 

11When are you going to connect MARCEAU P JVERT of France; 
who is nmv in the United States working against the United States, 
back to France and let them treat him as he deserv~s? Or are you 
going to let him sneak into Mexico where he can carry on his good 
work? You know you have permitted him to stay in America ever 
since September, 1939 and since that time France has tried him in 
absence." 

The New York files also contain a letter from the 
Bureau dated April 22, 1941 in the case entitled JACOB WALCHER; 
INTERNAL SECURITY, New York file 100-9325, indicating that WALCHER 
who entered the United States as a political refugee in 1940 had 
been active in sponsoring the entrance of other political refugees 
engaged in questionable activities in Europe. 

The letter also ~nclosed a blind memorandum prepared 
at the Bureau on April 18, 1941 q,onccrning Wl'J:JJHER6 activities from 
192 2 to 1924 as a Communist in G~rmany. In this memorandum 
information is· set out from a ·.strictly confidential source that 
MARCEAU PIVERT, formerly of Paris, Fra~ce, who was then in Mexico 
endeavoring to .obtain a visa to the United States, had furnished 
to J. LOVESTONE a large list of his European contacts~ JACOB 
WALCHE.B., 1 Avenue Payret, Dortail - Plesis - Ribonson, Seine, was 
listed as one of these contacts • 

.As a matter of background the memorandum set out that 
PIVERT was one of the leading lights of the International Workers 
front against war started a few years ago by J. LOVES.TO:NE and 
represe:nted that organization in France. 

- 12 -



r. ... . • 
100-9078 

PIVERT, according to the memorandum, is knovm to have 
been in contact with LOVESTONE over a period of years. The mem
orandum contin~ that LOVESTONE after he left the Communist Party 
formed the Independent Labor League of America which had a large 
follovdng but that this organization hadbecome defunct within 
the past few months. 

LOVFSTONE is reported to have sent large sums of money 
collected through the I.R.A. to Dr. AUGUST THALHEllilER or to HEINZ 
BRANDLER for revolutiona,ry activities against the Frenc:P. and German 
Governments. 

New York file 65-2643 contains a memorandum dated 
May 14, 1940 submitted by Special Agent A. Franz to the effect 
that Lieutenant CARSELLO of the ONI hi advised that :MARCEAU PIVERT, 
a professor ofmatlimlatics at 131 W~st . : Street (address of I.L.L.A.) 
had an assistant by the name of ROSE \· •LLIQUIN who is stated to be 
an active Communist presently in the United States on a visit. 
Attached to this memoran~um is a photostatic copy of two photo
graphs, one reported to be that of ROSE PELLIQUJN and the other to 
be that of l~CEAU PIVERT who is listed under the photograph as 
a professor of m~thematics and hea~ of the French Workers and 
Peasants Party who is now in America for his health. The source 
of the photographs is unkncwm, having been received from Lieutenant 
CARSELLO. 

. . 
At Ellis Island the records were cheeked for ROSE PELLIQ.UIN 

vdth negative results. 

The file of ~lliRCEAU PIVERT was reviewed which indicated 
that he had entered the United States on the Normandie on August 
28, 1939 from La Havre, ]ranee, giving his age as 43 years, professor 
and citizenship French. He listed his birthplace as Montmacha, 
France and his · last residence as Paris. His wife was· listed as 
Mrs. G. PIVERT, Rue de Vaugirard 247, Paris. He had $200. in .his 
possession upon arriVal and stated that he had never been in the 
United States before. He listed as his friend Mr. CiiARLES ZIMMERMAlJ, 
218 West 40 Street, New York City. He stated that he intended to 
stay four weeks. In this connection, it is interesting to note 
that CHARLES ZIMMERMAN who was Vice President of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers of America, has been connected vJi th LOVES TONE 
movement since its inception in 1929. PIVERT's description was given as: 
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• 
. Height 

Complexion 
H air 
Eyes 

5' 911 

Medium 
Gray 
Blue 

• 

The correspondence file at Ellis Island indicated that 
PIVERT had taken up residence at the Sloane House, 356 V.fest 36 
Street. In an application for an e~tension of stay he listed 
hi.s friends as Mrs. M. DAVIS, 17 Commerce Street, NeYf York, and 
Mr. J. HOCID•MN, 218 West 40 Street, Vice President of the Inter
ru->.tional Ladies Garment Union. An extension was granted for PIVERT 
to stay until April 2S, 1940. A ~etter from the Iiw.. ·gration and 
Naturalization Service, Washington, D~. c., contai~e .. tn the file, 
indicated that PIVERT had an alias of fPELLEQUIN or · ELLIQUIN. - .-

The file also contained a letter from ROGER BALD1~N, 
dated May 9, 1940 requesting another extension to PIVERT's visa. 
This extension '\'ras refused on May 6, 1940. The file indicated 
that PIVERT was supposed to leave for Vera Cruz, M'9xico on the 
MONTEREY on July 17~ 1940, however, when the sailing of this 
vessel was checked it was ascertained that PIVERT's reservation 
had been canceled •. 

At a hearing dated July 15, .1940 before T. R. KING, 
Immigration Inspector at Ellis Island in connection 1vith an appli~ 
cation to stay, it was brought out that PIVERT' was born October 2, 
1895 and that he was residing at that time in care of Mrs.-NATALE 
DAVIS, 17 Commerce Street, :New York City. 

The file also contained a letter from the French Line 
dated August Z7, 1940 to the effect thai! Miss RAY MICHAELS had 
applied for a refund on the return ticket of MARCEAU PIVERT for 
his originaJ. trip from France. Miss MICHAELS indicated to the 
French Line thai! PIVERT had departed for Mexico bY. rail on July 20, 
1940. 

The file contained a letter from PIVERT dated Septe~ber 
10, 1940 with the return address Tamesis 15, Mexico D. F., informing 
that he had left the United States on July 22, 1940 by Laredo, Texas. 

The file also contained a memorandum from the State 
Department to the effect that PIVERT had been identified by JOSEPH 
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PALMER, Se~ond American Vice Consul in Mexico, D. F. on September 
24, 1940. 

The Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 55 Fifth Avenue, 
had a file on PIVERT·consisting of a clipping from the New York 
Times dated April 10, 1940. This clipping had a·Paris dateline 
of April 9, 1940 and related that MARCEAU PIVERT,·Secretary 
General of the French Workers and Socialist Party, was being 
tried in absence in France for inciting mutiny arising from the 
circulation of tracts urgiqgsoldiers to. disobedience. The article 
advised that PIVERT was formerly a professor in the Suresne School. 

In connection with Miss RAY MICHAELS, c:et out in reference 
letter of the Bureau as being active in the InGern~.tionat Relief 
Associa~ion and the Independent Labor League of America, the 
following information was obtained at the Credit Bureau of Grea,ter 
New- York. 

A report dated January 20, 1940 listed W.d.ss R.(iY MICHAELS 
of 2071 Walton f.venue, Bronx, who formerly resided dt 2116 Morris 
Avenue, Bronx, as a bookkeeper in the Manufacturers Trust company 
Branch at 43 Street and Eighth Avenue. She v;as listed as single 
in her :rote tw-enties and residing with a sister and brother-in-law 
who is a taxi driver by the name of A. KROTZER, It is interesting 
to note that W.ti.ss RAY MICHfi.EI.S was the individual who pres.ented 
PIVERT's return ticket to the French Line fo~· credit. 

At Dun & Bradstreet, 290 Broadway, there was a file for 
the Workers Age Book Shop, publishers on the premises of the I .. L.L.A. 
131 West 33 Street. The report was dated August 9, 1938 and · 
indicated that \'fiLL HERBERG, Manager of the Workers Age Book Shop, 
had referred the investigator to Miss RAY MICHAELs of the I.L.L.A. 
for information. The investigator indicated that Miss MICHAELS 
had refused all information in connec'Q.on with the I.L.L.A. The 
file indicated, however, that the IL.L.A. was formed :i,.n 1929 and 
had operated at 51 Wel?t 14 Street until 1936, at ·V!hich time it 

moved to 1~n11 

::::t:::·:~ MARTINj_TEMPLE, who is· mentioned in a 
letter dated August 9, 1940 addresse -to "Dear Ella11 and forwarded · 
to the New York Field Division with reference letter from the ~eau, 
no information could be developed at the Credit Bureau, Ellis 
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Island or from the city direc.tory and the files of the New York 
Field Division. 

A review of the New York files in c onnect;i..on 1"iith the 
Indpendent Labor League of America indicates that in the file 
entitled Subversive Activities General, New York file 61-507, 
Bureau file 61-7559, a letter was addressed to the Bureau from 
the New York Field Division dated December 6, 1938. This letter 
sets out that th~ Communist Party opposition is contemp~ating the 
en.larging of its newspapeJ;' "The Workers Age" and also J.mdertaking 
the publication of a bi-monthly theoretical journal. A special 
fund to that end was being raised by a Connnitt.ee hLaded by SIDNEY 
JONAS. The Communist Party opposition is ider;ti.fied as the 
Independent Labor League of America. 

The s arne file contained a letter to the. Bureau dated 
April 17, 1939' indicating that the Work~rs Age Book Shop, · 131 
West 33 Street, which is the same address as the I.L'.;L.,A., h<td 
published a pamphlet entitled "Program and Pollc:.cs of the I.L.L.A. 
A copy w~ forwarded to the Bureau. They had also published a 
pamphlet entitled 11Where \.e Stand - Labor's Road Forward." be:i:ng 
the program and policies of the Indepenqent Labor League of 
America, a copy of ·which wa,s also forwarded to the BurealJ. w:i. th 
the letter. 

A revievr of the New York files fails to reveal any 
information upon the Marxist Quarterly. No record was four.d on 
this publication at Dun & Bradstreet. 

In connection vdth the Workers Age, Dun & Bfadstreet 
had a report dated September 1, 1933 indicating that this is 
published at 51 West 14 Street which is noted as the ferrer · 
office nddress of the I.L.L.A. BERTRAM D. WOLFE is listed as 
the editor an~1VILL HERBERG as the managing editor. The organiza
tion is listed as a member of the New York Communist Party opposition. 
It published at thnt time a weekly paper entitl~d "The lilorkers Age, 11 

selling for five cents. At the time of the Dun & Bradstreet 
investigation a financial reportwas refuped. 

- 16-
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In connection with the activities of the Communist Party 
opposition as identified by J. LOVESTO!IJ"E of the I.L.L.A. ,_ Special 
Agent George J, Starr, ·who is well acquainted with the activities 
of this group, advises that the group has been disbanded for approxi
mately one year and that there is no practical organization existing 
today. 

May 27, 1941 fer the In}.ernational' Reliel' Asso<a.tion; the ddres~ 
· The Dun & Bradstreet file also cant~· ed a·rep~ot dated 

. lis~ed being 20 Vesey Street, R~· 310. CHRRL '~ I?EARD is isted 
as he Honorary Chairman, FREDA\ IRSCIDVEY) Treas er and "STERLING 
D ' s ) ' .... . • ; PERO, ecretary. r r .... . . 

The organization, according to this report, was founded 
by ALBERT EINSTEIN, KAETHE KOLLWITZ, GRAF G. VONARCO, EDWAPJ) 
FUCHS, HELEN STOECKER and H. VOGT. -The central European office 
vras listed as 20 Voite Postale, Paris, France. It 1-ms reported 
to be supported by voluntary contributions and acted as a clearing 
house for local agencies throughout the United States and foreign 
countries for the purpose of aiding political refug8cs from Nazism. 

In connection Ydth t~e International Rmlief Association, 
reference is made to the report of Special Agent A. N. Carlblom, 
New York; dated June 11, 1941, in the case entitled HANS STEINICKE, 
w:i.tb. aliases; INTERNAL SECURITY, SPECI.l\L INQUffiY - STATE DEPARTMENT, 
New York file 100-10246. The information from this report is being 
quoted as follows: .. 
n A check of the New York files for information concerning 
the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOOIATION, as well as STERLING SPERO, 
resulted in·certain pertinent information being located inN. Y. 
File 61-507, a general file concerning Communist activities, A 
~tter to the Director dated May 15, 1937 refers to the MJffiXIST 
QUARTERLY, 20 Vesey Street, New York City, and advises that the 
:Managing Editor was LEWIS COREY; that ·sTERLING D. SPERO,· as well 
as four other individuals c omprisefi the Board of Edi tors, SPERO 
being Secretary and Treasurer of the AMERICAN Mll.R.XIST ASSOOIATION, 
the publishers of the periodical. A letter dated February 6th, 
1939 to the Bureau mentions the I. R. A. Bulletin published by th~ 
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!!INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION, 20 Vesey Street; this letter 
reflects that an insert appeared in this publication bearing the 
title 1 INTER.N.A TIONAL RELIEF .ASSCXJ IATION FOR VICTIMS OF NAZISM. ·I 

The American Committee of the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION, 
was allegedly composed of the following: 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 
GRAF G. VON ARCO 
EDWARD FUCHS 
HELEN STOECKER 
CARL VON OSS IETZKY 
CHARLES A. BEARD, Honorary Chairman 
FREDA KmSCHWEY, Treasurer 
SHEBA STRUNSKY, Executive Secretary 

To secure information concerning the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF 
ASSOCIATION, investigat~on was conducted at its present address, 
2 w. 43rd Street. It was observeQ. that the building directory . · 
listed not only the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION for Room 405, 
but the follmving as ·well: 

COMMITTEE FOR CUTLURAL FREEDOM 
JOINT CAMPAIGN FOR POLITICAL REFUGE}iS 
NEtiV WORLD RESETTLEMENT FUND 
STERLING D. SPERO 
FRANK N .. TRAGER 

WILLif,.M· H. McCARTHY, associateQ. ·with TJuiJKOOS & SMITH 
CO., Realty Agents, 1457 Broadway, te].ephone Wisconsin 7-2900, 
advised that Mr. SPERO is the mainstay of the ll~TER.NATJ;ONAL RELIEF 
ASSOCIATION, and that little information concerning the organiza
tion or ~~. SPERO was availaQle since they had acguired this account 
from the SCHULTE REALTY co., present address 386 Broadway, and that 
the said firm would have information concerning the Association 
becoming a tenant. Mr. McCARTHY adv.i;sed that they had accepted 
the fact that the Association vrould prove a good tenant and had 
conducted no investigation in connection vdth references, or baru(ing 
connections. The Association presently pays $65.00 monthly for 506 
square feet floor space, which rental has been paid promptly. Mr. 
McCARTHY f~ther said that the rent had recently been raised from 
$50.00 per month and that at that time Dr. SPERO refused to sign 
the lease personally. He stated that no complaints had been received 
of any nature indicative of the Association being Communistic or 
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11p:ro-Nazi. He was '\Ul~tH:j_'ij.at,tte~.Q.i '·w±.$il. '$uba~Qt, ·ii~d~ .$.ugg~$te& ·thi1~ 
interVimv vii th ~ .. 'MALLOY;, the ~l;Y(l:i.'ld;i,.rtg .. ai,iper.:iil'b@f:id~nt, , mig'ht be 
benefj,.cia1 ... 

' . ' 

lvw~ t. ~w,r.or,, s·'t\p.~WitJ~endent. ,, ~iii'., 4~:Pd~ Str-e~~~-
st~t.ed! th.a,;.P. 'Dr •. S'PERO was tb_.e, c:.\9ntta:4 (iim:r~. ~PJ 'hJ.i,~; :hNTE£U{l\t.[9Nl\li· 
RELIEF ASSOC.UTION,. ~n wh:L.eh. th~re We.t'e.. -~pprO:~iu19-:b~!i;y :f:j..v~ .ojff · 
six women cons ta;n.t1y empTI.;try.~q;., ·ill~. sf.t;;.~$-~d: 'th:r;vf!: :i.t. wfi!},~~ ·~ P'!lSY, of':fi'qe 
wi ~- numerous :re.~ge~s~ ~s·~~$.);1g),;: -~P-~ 'it8,l$:Q'~.$l ~§'XiPR~~~$1 'g·on.~:t§~£;i;ng 
of ·pots.,. kettles; ·-~~'td :Q]·()tJ.1e.·~ a?.~~~ ~p:d~l~~~-a;., · "Ji§: ~-fi~\iiE¥y?f! ·f>.fuat 
alL associated. ·,atb -Qh.e ... opg;:mi;i;t.~:tf:!;ott lW:et~· well ·.eil\ic8iQ~.d,: ·~v@~$; 
advising that.: ~n wer.·e· J·e~~h .• , $,$j ~~a$~ ~-$.s; bel~ef. 'thQ;t, Dr.·~ iS~O 
wa.s' -a p:rofe~s·or' tr,h Cf.'t~ ·~:Q$1~~§".· ~-,.,. ·~'t$1:' :adcf~ci: ~-~:t. th.c:r~ 
:was· much typing :bt the .. ot.f~c;.~:·:~·tltt $:'£ ~$~~$. ··time~. ,a,p,p·~iJ.t~.9i ·axtr·em~ty, 
busy. He w:as u,rtaQct1l$;i;.·rtt~a;, ·v1Mh $:V;bj e·ct;-,; ~4: .f? t.~ted · 'fl~·. ;kneW 
nothing which; vtoulct :te-..fj:.$c:t, a~:~·ilinst. -t;,h$:<. (;)rg~:j.~a:~~bii:. .. l!.'' 

At DUn: & BJ:~dsf.~e.~t· ~lJ.~: f o~::komt~g ·;i.:ntorm_at~_Qn was 
obtained concerning tlit~ K.eepi .fime:i.tilt~a: Ott'~} 0.£, vV:a·t' ·.¢ong1'l;l$.?~,, me· •. 
In a:. report; dated Oc.wb.~r.· · l -l;· 1940> the. :t:o~j:;q;,TI,n,g. :ind:!,~qJ.l:aJ..s wete 
l±s~e&. as being· aoi,'ih~dt:~g.; -w.tth t:f.rt,s: or.g~i"Zaticm,; 

JOHN' T .. F:t;(NN:,, (N8,1{-$.onA~ ·Oh~irmarr 
ALICE ·t •. notK'tre~> or~an~~·glJ.lo~ Secr~.ta:ift 
HENR'Jf' w •. DvtYER:t, 1\$:?~QC:~ij,£.~, .s.~er..~tart 
ALBER']· V'l. Ji\runt~O_N:,, ~g~q~· S·egJ:~.e.tary 
FAY' BENNETT~, !oW.~h . S:S.~r~~~X"~r 

·.The· q0'1te.tni:n-g' ·t:J.oi@i$tte·E:f: ;vra{:f l;4ste& a_s. :ffolxO'\ils :: 

FREDERICK .Jl.. $.'J:$Bj;;,; ~¢}i1!l:ttma.:tx .. 
a.p;p'b~ P.It•Rii?' t. -BEKt'l'S:WEI'l~l: 
Dr •. c.ttARLES F'. BOSEr 
DOROTHY: DBNB'l\R :SRdML~~ 
liev.. 11-:CI:r~. KN:tGWl' ·CHAltMERS 
:OoR:dTH.Y ::DE:T:Z'Elt 
JOHN: vr.. EDI!lLl~ 
ALJ3ER:;T,· W •. HAMILTON· 
~: A.. lctaS'qHWJANN 

- - - ------ - - -
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FRANK LITTELL 
MINNIE LURYE 
LEONORE G. MARSHALL 
MRS. SETH M. MILLIKEN 
RAY NEiiVTON 
ELLIOTT D. PRATT 
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH 
JOHN NEVIN SAYER 
ROSE M. STEIN 
NORMAN THOW.:S. 
BERTRAM D. WOLFE 

• 

The group was chartered in New·York in 1938, the original 
organization .having started in Washington, D. C. The purpose of 
the organization was listed to educate the American People on 
peace issues. It operates on an annual budget of ~P:o,ooo raised 
by voluntary contrilbutions. The ·New York office is located at 22 
East l? Street and a branch office as located at 740 North Rush 
Street, Chicago, Illinois. The banking reference was listed as 
the Jl.rnalmagamated Ban..lc, New York City. 

In connection with the investigation conducted by 
Special Agent Carlblom as set out above concerning the International 
Relief Association, it is noted that the New World Resettlement 
F\4~d, Inc. has the sa~ address as the International Relief 
Association. ' 

It is interesting to note that file 66-1326 contains 
a memorandUim dated .May 23, 1941 submitted by Special Agent E. F. 
Emrich to the effect that Inspector WATTS of the ONI had called 
to obtain information concerning SHEBA STRUNSKY, repcr ted by WATTS 
to be the sponsor of refugees and aliens e~tering this country. 
In connection with the New World Resettlement Fund, Inc. WATTS 

was a.'dVis.eli that there was no record in the New· York files. · 

At the Brooklyn Board of Health it was impossible to 
verify the birthdate of BERTR.IUJ D. · WOLFE as set out above. It 
should be noted in this connection, that compulsory recording of 
birtP: records was not required in Brooklyn until 1910. 
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Reference letter from the Bureau refers to one RYOICHI 
KAWASHDi!A who was arrested in Liverpool, England in 1926 for 
failure to report under the Alien, Act, at which time documents 
relating to the Connnunist Party in the United States were found 
in his possession and among these names appeared the name of 
ELLA G. WOLFE, 632 Hiro .Ot> Avenue, Brooklyn. 

A review of the New York files fails to reflect any 
additional information other than that set out in reference 
letter. In view of the ancient date of thi.s material, no 
further investigation is contemplated as to this individual. 

Reference letter also indicates that FRED STRAUSS 
of Fullerton, California was interested in the application of 
HANS THEISSEN and ILSE THEISSEN for entrance into the United 
Stat~s, whose names were submitted to the Interdepartmental 
Connnittee of Political Refugees March 27, 1941. The Los Angeles 
Field Division has been requested pr.eviously by letter to conduct 
appropriate investigation into the· identity and activities of 
STRAUSS. It should be noted also that· the Boston Field Division 
has previously been requested to conduct investigation into the 
activities of WOLFE at ProVincetmvn, Massachusetts and also to 
place a mail cover at this address. 
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UNDEVELOPED IEADS: 

NEW YORK FIELD DTVISION 

At New York City, will report the results of· the mail 
covers placed on the subje.c.t,. BERTRAM D. WOLFE a.;nd on SHEBA 
STRUNSKY and also report the results· of the long dis.tance phone 
calls for the past three months when they are received from the , 
New York '.t'elephone Company. In addition, will report any criminal. 
record of BERTRAM D. WOLFE or ELLA G. WOLFE. 

Will interview STERLING D. SPERO of the International 
Relief Association, 2 West 43 Street. In this· connection, it is 
suggested that an attempt be made to develop from SPERO the 
financial backing of this organization and obtain from him a roster 
of those individuals whom the International Relief Organization 
has sponsored in applications for entry into the Unit~d States. 

WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 

At The Congressional Library, will review the index 
of authors and obtain all publications listed for BERTR!~ 'D. VfOLFE. 

r;111 check the files of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service tb attempt to ascertain whether any applications have been 
made by NUillCEAU PIVERT for entrance into the United States since 
he left in 1940. 

BOSTON FIELD DIVISION 

At Provincetovm, Massachusetts, will conduct appropriat e 
investigation at 582! Commercial Street into the activities of 
BERTRAM D. WOLFE and his wife, ELLA G. WOLFE. A. mail cover should 
be placed at this address. 

LOS 1\NGELES FIELD .DIVISION 

At Fullerton, California, ~~11 conduct appropriate 
investigation into the identity and activities of FRED STRAUSS. 

- P· E: N n: r . N 'G 
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W.-onoe ia made to Bureau letter dated April n, 
l94l, ~ your office was requeeted to conduct an •ppro

:priaM i.Jn'H\!ption relativG to the above subject&, a1i.d to 
'aulMi\ • nport to tna Bureau on or l»fo:re April 20, l94l. 
! l'O\U" a.tt.nlon u also dil'eeteci to a. telegram troa tba ·Bureau 
•UW n.e 23; 19411 'Wherein your office wa.Q instructed to eub-
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::--- '\ 

~~; A. nrri.tw of ·\be ~ta :tilel taUs to tiaolOM that 
:a ~ l!U l)Nn ~..- tr. ,.our ottiot a this -'\tt'• It 
. :ia clAairM tba.t. • report, 'bt aulait.t.d. tG tba Juroeau -~ tee 
\ "711 &~.wlJll ~':11. t~eceipt of this l.Gt.ter and that tbl Burea-u 
tbt .miHd 1lb.7 itle previ.Qus irustruat.i.oile were not conplied mth~ 
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Director 
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Ill'.eb.eral Wureau nf J!nu.enh"!r~.-...~-~ __ _ 

1ltnit.eb §taten il.epartm.ent nf Yuntir.e 
·New York, New fork 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. c~ 

0 
Re: BERTRAM D. WOLFE; ·etal. 

INTERNAL SECURITY (R) 

Dear Sir: 

JuJ.y 2S, 1941 

. • 
This is to advise that by letter dated 

July 2S, 1941 a cover for a p3 riod of 30 days was . 
placed on all first class mail addr8ssed to the following:: 

.-.. 

BERTRAM D. WOLFE 
6S MOntague Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

EL
68

· LA G.t;.fOLFE, ali~· EJ:ta0~~1dberg ~ 
Montague Street ~I 

Brooklyn, New York 

~ ?;aurs,_ ~~-
• • DONFJJAN~ar 

E. J. CONNELLEY, 
Assistant Director 

l{.:liJCORDED 

C/- t(os-o -- !3 
I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG!\TION 

8 JUL 31 1941 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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THISCASEORIGJNATEDAT ''NEV"f YORK, ~f·YORK . FIJ..E Np. ioo~64o6 

REPORT MADE AT REPORT MADJi' BY ' 

:LOS ANGElES:, CALIF. 

DATE w·HEN ~ADE hERI~D FOR · . . . '0 WHICHMADE ·· 

.8-11-41 ' 8-9~41 . H~ A • .SMITH 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

· REFERENCE: . 

DETAilS: 

\ 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

'INTERNAL SECURITY "R" 

'' ' 

· FP.E~TRAuss, F~llerton, 
California; pos,sessf3S a 
splendid reput~·~ion. 

RUC 

Report of Speci~1 Age.nt H •. T. 
BRUNN~· New York;t City, 7-28~41 •. . . ,/ . . -

~ ::;? 
'-'"~. 

' ~ -
' . ' . ' " ' ' 1'0 -<>"!;:.'> 

Refe·rence' report requested that investiga·tioi1 ~9 · 
be cond.uc.ted at fullerto~. California, to dete.rmine. 'th~ ':a 
identity·and activities pf ~ STRAUSS. -Thfs matter·~ #"';' 

was referred to the Disttict Attorney's Office at s/#~;, . ='""' 
.. Ana·~: California, ·who conducted .a. thorough . in":estigat.J:on~ ~ 

ned 

and submitted· their report as follows: . · · . · . .· . ; ··c.~ 
. . . · . . :: . .. , . r~,~ · 's.Js·· 

. "FRED STRAUSS,., residence- 644. Drake, .Fullerton,-,·· 

APPROVED 'IND · 
FORWARDED:· 

te1ephcme FulleJ;"to.n 602; ·:business address- Stein-Stra.uss 
Company, 100 South Sp~dra, FUllertOn, ;telepho.JJ:e Fullerton 
No •. 3• i: 

II 
' ·• . 

"6hecked i;he ·o~~nge'.' Cowity Clerk's Registration. 
of Voters·. FRED. S,l'RAtJSS ':r.egistered to v!:>te· .·in· Fullerton 
Prec,inct No. ·t2 on January 8,. 1936, as a Republica~; 
merchant; 6' 1", born in ::Germany; reoei v~d· citizenship: 
b d or e of court. in 19ll ·in Los Angeles Couht~is. 

I) . .. 

ECIAL AGENT· 
' -rN: CHARGE j; DO NOT.WRITE IN THESE' SPACES 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

(j} Bureau 
2 New York City 
1 Boston 
1 W~shington FiiHd 
2 Los Angeies. 

' 1 
\ 
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. wife.~· Mr.s •':ESTHER, ·smu:ss ,· ·re·giS_t~re,<:lt·tQ vo:t;e_ on Ma~oli. ·4, .l93q~· · :Ln ·Full'erton 

.. pre:oinot No·. i~r·,giving,.the addres~ o.£ 6LJ4 N• · nrake. betw:ee;n MB.lin~Tn and .... 
U~iop:,~:.FU11ert9ni::;aep;~bk±.~an;, :J:'~f>~~~ke~p~r;··s.~·ij6tli·b.·o:rn in ~rif$.~8:~< =: ... : :. .. · •. 

' . ·.:; · .. ·· :· . ':';'-'),'". '.:\··· . ' ' ' ·. -, ,:·· ·:· ' .... '': .· 

. .. · "The Orang~· C(,u:O.t:Sf· A.s~e$sor:' s<orf,io'e r~·oords ·show ·.iiliat- · · 
~ STRI\U.§~ 'ciwri;s·. :tP8= fo:tlqY~;:i;lig. ~;rop·~-~~:·, <.· : ~ . : · ·. · : .. : \ · ·. -: 

'. 
,• : .· 

'. <,'' .. ' ·,,··." . :.: :_;:· . ..-..·· :'": :·• .""." f< :.' .. ·<•,:. :.'· ·.: '. ':···') .~·" ,· .' ... ,· '·· :::·· .;· :' .. ' 
. . . · ·: · .... • :.-. =. ···T.RacT-.~Q •... 5aif·s··io·;rf·GEX• E 85.13 .. ft)'.i.o:t 29·,Au (Ex. E~ 85~t:; 

·Ft.) 10 :PutpmTOli' CI.TY.o: - ··,, :. . :i ... ·· . , . .. '. · . · 
'' .• . ' ' • • • ~~-.~:'' • ' ;-; .! • • ' • • 

::,._ .... . . ·· ... <o'"i· oheok~o:r·. t·lie. Prange:·¢o~n~:~:n.irectory.·ro.r. 1941 -~hows :~ ... 
STRJ\USS~and hi~ :w.ii;ej;· ES,+ID3Ri r.es'iding e:t. 641+ D~ke~-~.Fullerton;.: his oooup~tion 
M: .:v~ce l're.s iP,~:t).~ ·,of s.~-~~~s ~uss .:· 9_Q,:,·I(a· · d~p~~i:me'hy .. ~to~ ... ~o1Ub.~.nea wi,tq.>-9: ... 

·. grooery··_stor.e &lld:.'~'rk~.t~ located·. at·_~QQ, .·Si Spa~ra'~ FUller.tPn.·:. The directory_ -: .. 
gives FELIX: STE!IN as. iihe· ,president. FREP. STRAUSS as -the vice_'.p~sident. ·. 

••• -·~' ...... '. <· .. > :·.~·,,,-:-::.-.:.1. ~··._._'.:·- __ ....... _ .. ·>---~->::,[·,;_ ,. ~<-:··:_,-. '._:-··-~:.:·.~- .>: ~· ._·_ .. -.·.: .·.-·, .. · __ . •. • .. 

' · , : · . . ·: ' ·•!Distri;o~· A.t:tiO,r,hey. 'GEQR~· ~~"HOLD~N'·:'state~ 'that :FREJ? S+RA;USS ·; 
.. is a 'm&inber .of 'Elks _Ipdg~ '.No. ·t%;;_.: Mt~' 'HOW~N. be~ng· a pa·s.t Exaited Rule'l" 

, :_df this l~dg~·~·· has k!lo~:.Mr•·:S'.l'.R,Ayss,.Jo~. zna.ny. years:·~~d .. _stat.es:h~·!:la.s al~ays 
·: ·.~e~n ~con~:t~e~~d •a,good··:·~-~·~~-~~\O,l~i;e:p.~!:·' ¥;r~·.I;IOIJ)E~,-·s~te,s :~he,t .:S'fflA.USS, a~ so . 

. is a, m.ember .of Fullerton-::Afue.rloa,n·',UilgiO·I;Ir Pos:t: -No. :l4,2. .'. · .... ·:. . . . <. . . . . ' ... ':.' .. ·,· .. 'l·.:< ti• ' . _·: .. :. ' . . '. 

· .. · · .· ... · .. , "cheCk~t{~:i:th:' tha':.N,oft~t¥-tn ora_rlge :a()unty: ... cre~Ut B~reau~ ·. ·their .. 

~-:~ ;, : ~=o~~~~:·· ::i~ri $:=$~:··:~s~·l!.~~~ :~!!sELi£6tt~N:\~::. ;:tr:;~~:!r~ · · . 
. ·_ .·. an(i ·has. b8el;l i~ p~rtDa, ~:id.~ .'w,;t~:t ~~J?C: ~i'!En(to_r· over. ·?6 ie~r.s~· ,_. In .. october · . :. 

· of,..·;L938 F1UID ·S·'l'RAUSs;_.borro.:wed:.:$?4,QG;OQ~tt-rom. tne·Ji'ull.~rton Buildil,lg a,nd LOan·.. ··: : · · 
. .A.ssociatao:ni payal;ile a~. ·$28.:;o•.'per '#)Ii:t~~ _:smuss ,is::·pi"o~p.t in hi~:pa;yJiJ.Sntw '·.' . 
. and ·'t;h& Fuiie~;ton Build.ing'.·and.l.D~ :re.~q~~s · th,at ·lo~ps. made.: ~o STRAUSS. in .fAe .. ·. · . 
. pa;st:, :h~~ .. ~l:ways: pr(ive_J?.··~a:t;isfaq:torr EUJ.d!'.beep,.}pai<i,· ;gJ:9mJ)tJ.y,11: :·. T4~-... F#~t.;. · · ·: '· · · ... 
National ]3a,'nk· of. ·Ful;LertQn reports.·-a :~p.l P~.B.so:ha:l·;che.oking··accoun:t' lield . .With .... ,.. . . . , . , .. - .. . . • •· . ' .. ·· tr·. .. .. .·.· . . . . . . . . . . 
them sino.e-:'Janilary ~, 1925;·-tb.~y-_have:.~~e _no· loan~~to s·Ta.A.uss:aiid, he is.a · · · .. 
sati~?t'actory .custdmet• : ,'-he: Security-F,iJi~~· Natio_nal 'Bax1k o:f Fuller.ton reported· .. . 

. . .the.~<.s~uss·,-h~a:a:·. ~~l.i-:;:..ritu:!~:i_$ih.~.'c~~;D.g- a:o-~ount:it'ith' ~h~m:·sino~·-·.1935,:·•{lnd ·: ·. 
·.· ' this· :ban1c ·¥·s .loaned. S~tJ&S: ~P):to·.$4pOJms:eou:red·, iipd whiol;l STRAUSS fepa~d • . 
· sa~is~aotorily~·- :·-~he_ ·credJ.:C .. B~r.~au.'·s.· .~dprd, :s~ows· ~h~.~_.'t}i~ · Tra~t .. N9~-• 588, .eto •• 

·. :: sh~wn-_al,o'v~. :in ·t~~ ~$~~~:~-or.~s.'PP.f.,~~~ .m·$f>rda;;>~$·;~h~':.i>tRP~t~Y,;t,~~t<~~e. :F1lflertor::.:·· .. 
B~:Llding' and Loan. has ,the·$24£)0·c.ontra.o"tll on. ·ohar.g:J..!lg an 1n1:;_erest of 7•3/lO%•,,. 
Oil ·3.-1~40 th'is. pr.operty•was_ hdm~stead$d.,if. ·. Th~·'({re'~it .Bure.~u. records flls_o .. ·~show . 

. :tha~':ST8AUS,~ has·,:_apprilx.~t~ .. ly .~9% ,.iP:t·e~~:s.t,,.J.n.: :-rp;e: S.te~ri,:~Str~"'SSI J)lo•;r pri~r· . 
. to· ;1.924 ·;the.·Cred_i·:t· But.e~:\Freccird;( :sP,ow~''that -FRED .. STRAUSS w~s>so;tE! ·owri.er .. pf'·'~ _. 

· · ·. . · .... -~ SmAUS$,.&·: co'!, ~lle~to~, ·but: oonso)fida~ed \Vitli·:_ano"\i~~,r_,: f'irm.kn.owil:a ·_s .. ··. ·. 
· : .... , .: · ·. S:IEIN:. HOPPE ,and .IJAX. P~io:r .'to. STRAUSS'· 'going·· into::Qu.siness ·for hims~lt'. h~ · .. 

. . ·.: . ~ . woriCeci ,as· ·salesman tor'' -the £:trm' of. ·s·rimNI .. ana>GoOJJM.bfo.f:Fuilerton. ··.ilia- store 
· ·. that. ·FRED,- ~TR.Auss·· ~:n<i ·-m~;qc s~t.N ll()W oPjr.rate" ~onsis1;s. -9f ~:·men's turnishi~gs 

· .store· and a grooew and .. _market. lliis·filpn does a large amoup.t of. busi~ss;. . .. ·· 
:-·iS ·,w~ll· ~nown .ancthigh~y.":regarde_d. ·~n ::IJhe~ifC~~ty·.al}'d .is ·c9nsidere9, one. :o£ .. , 
· .. the' oldest:.and. ·b.est. krlo:Wit.·in th~. d"i.st;ri'o:t~. ·T,he :cr~·.dtt· ~uFe.au··repor"t$ :that ... 

. -··. ·' ,_ - .. ·_.- ..... _.- . -' ,' -·' _. ·._. .j•- ,._ - .. '.··- ,. .. :··- ... . .. ·-· , . 
. :t~Y. are u~ble to .. o[>t£drt: ~ny :d~finite ~-:~time,.te as:'.;t(l fRED STRAUSS' ·_inoom~· •. 

' . . . . .· ...... ·. . .' . '·t; :·. . ,, •. · .. 

'"> .. ::·. :.· '. '. •'.·;· __ ~::j)h'.-',. ,· .; ... '· : . ' 
... : .. , . . . : ·if .... . . . .:· ;: ... -'1~- ., ·: 

·2• -!I 
. . -.-~~_-; -"· -·:.r .· ... 
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"c~ecked· wi.th the ore,ngEf Co.\kw Cre9-it·. J?u'reau of. $ante.. 'AM~ ····,They 
I •• ·report th~ t' the Nort}:l.ern ·o~ang;~. County·;: dredi t' :.·Bureau ~:~.sked for a: report~ on . 

FRED and· ESTHER STRAUSS:, but tQ.ey had IfO trade record. In ·october, 1938. two 
,. re.oonyeye.nces of· trust .deed and~ e. riew trust deed .to 'Fullerton Building and ... 
· Loa~ 'Assooiation·was issued on the following property:· Part of Lot 30. a_:nd. 
·Part of tqt 29, :.Tra~t · 588; for $24oo.op. -Ma;r:ch 1; ~9lp; STRAUSS filed 
· .Eleclei.ratiorf or· homest~ad ·on tl1:i.s ·pro:pe_#,tY~- .- ·. 

. . ; . . . . ' . . . ; ' . - ; ~ 
.. . _. . . • '':1 . ,, 

. "Interviewed THOMAs McFADDE~t, Northern Orange County attorney, and 
a :Charter :Inember of -.Anaheim E.l~S··:I.odge~ Mr. McFADDEN states·that he -has _known. 
STRAUSS.s:i.nce ;L918• and that S;m.At;TSS i.i. a'Ge'rman-J~ and .from ·talk around that 
he \has··h~ard• STRAUS·s got .his: mdi;~e·r o~t of Gernie.ny within .the ·last twO years 
-and his.·mo.ther._now.liv:es · il'L~:anFranci*co •. FRED STRAUSS wts in_ the u.s. Army 
.during the World War· and stii.vi- 'servioe·· ~ France, and. is also a 'ohart&r member
of :th.e Fullerton American Legion Post.: Mr. McFADDEN states. that STRAUSS is a 

. ·great talker, but he has never ·hea·rd hj,m. say 'anything of a subversive nature; -:·/ . ., 
: .nor has STRAUS.S shown. any indications c?:t having· been interested. in any ' 

co1mnun1stic .activities ·whatsoe,'ver •. · :::. · · · 
•i . : . . . . 

. . . · "Mr• ·.MeFADf?EN · st~J~es th~t i~ is ;his. opinion- that· FRED STRAUSS is· 
·,,·definitely. not disloyal~• · Mr• McFADDEN 1'states that FRED STRA,USS' partner,~- · 

:FELlX :STElN is ~al·~o a very good f.el)..owji considered ~-·good oiti~en and is 
be lii:rved to be a: cousin of FRED· S TRAUSSt~ IIIIR~ McFADDEN s·ta te s that STRAUSS 

. is a wry.··goo.d fello~. exc'ept.when he ha:s had a few __ drinks,· ~nd ~hen he is_ 
drinking he is obstreperous and has cau;sed some of·the boys in the~Elks Lo'dge 

·to. set him in his ,ple,o~. : Aho. _McFA;DD~N.:;states that ,the man who·. knows th,e· -rn6~t 
·: apout FRED cSTRAUSS· ·~ot1ld be HAROI.D STEB;N1 c/o ii:ie Stern Realty Company, Ho$,S 
·. ~ilding, Los A.rige.l$s·j. California.· Mr~;·McFADDEN. states tlia:ts~uss• par'tner, 

FELJX STEIN ~s a· da"L.t·ghter, BABETTE S~IN, whose nickna.Ina .is, BOBBY, and who 
is a secretary :t'o .the· well- known ·Santa: ·Aria attorney, 8'.11\NUJY REINHAUS·. · 1\!r. 
McFADDEN· al.so is· pas·t Exalted· Ruler_ o'f ;:the E~ks -. LOdge: of Ana.he im. · · 

.• .'_rrlnteryi~~~ed LE6 F~;f.m ~ GH~~ Atto.rney 'o~- kh~ im, ~and, also. a 
past Exalted Ruler. of Anaiu;:~im. Elks .LoQ.ge.: Mr. FRIW states :that FRED !)TRAUSS 
has belonged to the Elks Lodge for year$; is e. h,ighly respeot~d business liian 

. in the Cit;y of Full~rton~ and. on·the 'wnpl~, oo~side~d e. very good 0:ltizen. 
·.However, the .. re .are :'certain ni.embe·rs 'of. :tP:~ E)..ks' Lodge who at-times, (like· · . 

himself}. did.have to:sitdowil on STRAUSS'.whEm ·he was· d'rinldng, ·because he 
·.would bec<;>m.e. obnoxious 1 :and during a mee'ting .Was j'\lSt liable .to spe~ out. 
ioud and call: to the Exalted Ruler or .s,pnie o·f the other officers without recognition 
from the chair •. :Mr •. FRllS states that :.FRED STRAUSS' has. ne?er be(:}n connected with 
e.ey -~ubversive ac.ti vitj,es .that he; }mows1Loi'~: ·a,nd ·has serve·d .on oonmiittee~, :·e$peo- .. 

. -ially the. oh.a.rity'cozrUii~t~&e· ro~::~e Elk~. IDdge ancr has ~is· d~~ies in first.olass 
shape. · 

.: ,, 

. . . . · "Interviewed ORRIN c • . CROOKE;, Comme.ild~r, FullertOn.A:me~ican Legion 
·post No. 142 ... · ·1201 1J• HarVard, .. Fullert6;ti ••. Mr. CROOKE ~ta.t~s:·· tlfat FRED _STRAUSS 
has 'been·:a member'' or' the Fulie~ton Ame~ti.can Legion Pos;t 'tor o:Vei- .20 years 'and 
has been ve'ry active in relj~e~·wo'rk,. especially during the. f~O.od and_ :the: . 
earth~uake, and he.~ always s~_Mi-f3d his' ~1pllll!li ttee duties in good- shape,. in:lU<~ing 
A:mericanizat·ion ooinmittee. J.lllr• CROOKE. states tha.t FRED STRAUSS was telll.ng . . . . . 'l . . . . ' . . . 

•: 
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about.his' pa~~~ts _ ~b;il1~ . in Ge~~Y a~d ;\ of'. t~e hard · timi he had, ge.tting ·them: 
'tiut pf· G~rmany,. anc1 mentio:t;J.~d .the:t tbey · .. (hi~ parents} ar.e now living in 
s.an Franci~co •. · ... Mr~ . OROOJ\B' .sta~es .. t~.t :; ~~us~ :.is:·a .pe:.rtner t~·, ·sTE:n~ aP:d ·:tb~ ··· · · · < • · 

. ' ~0 i:ne:ri are. cousins ·· and . s:re ·oorisidered . good· American o'itizeris' and :appear to 
· . be. very ·pa.triotio. · · Mr.· QROOKE .ste:tes that FRED STRAUSS s~rved o~rsea~ during 

' .I • ' • ... ' • ' • ! • • . - ~ . ' • ., . ' 

the first' .. V'forld War • . · .. : ·, · · · :' · · · · .. · · · · · · . 
. ·. . ::- ' 

· · · · · ·.· .... · · · "O~·ile ... i~;~:sJ±g~~ing .:a, :·. ~-~~~~~ · ~t.~?r- .o~r. Ji~ Wllex:~on · with .. ··· 
. Chief q£ PQli_o'$ JOHN ' ~REGORY~: _the. n:e.me .,;o£ .. :FREDS~USS was . bro:ught up a)1~ . ' , . 

. ,,. · · ·· .. · Gbie£ of : Policn~ . . GREGORY sta~ed •. tb~~ ~· .srM.tfSS .vro.s _. ree.lly all right;. }laving 
.' tU:rne:d in se"V:e~l s.ubvers~~ ·' in:di'V~<lua~~s : tci hfs:: (GREGORYiSJ .·~~.par'b:jlen'!J :f()r. ·, . ' ... 

. : •- . ,.,, ...... 
· investigation•) . ·.··. · ·· . · ·. : · ·. !' · : · ·• ·.• · ·.. .. · · · . . • :,. · . . 

, 1 ·, •" • • . - , • ·• • . )._; • •,. , ; ' .' _.:_~ •" ;1 • • • ·, , · • : ~ / 
• .. - ·- - ~ .. • ' • ''. . . - . . ...._, : '· , '" . ,.~.. '1l . • . I ' •. . ., ' . -·. . ' " ,'' ~. ·_· • • ,._1 .. , 

'.'Int,E3rviewed· ,ALBERT LA.U~·, Ta ttorney, Cliapina.n ·~-Bl~g. ~ FUllertt>n, 
California. Wre IJ\.uNER states· tJ.:tat· .he l:has repre·s~nte'd ~ STRAUSS o:f'£. and on · 

<~ ·ror :1;:he ,past ' ~5 Y.ears; ' :th:at :FRED. · s'xR.Au~s ·belong~ :to.< tne''' same,~ Ma.sor{:tc: LO'dge · :, ·. · . · · 
.. '.that- he (La.une·,r) .does., whiph i's azur~· ·toa,ge· 533;' Fu·ilert'on;, : FRED STRAUSS .. i& . 
• alt?o\~ .~h.~~.~er·::,~n{3~b~ r .of 'th,/3 R9t~ryc C149.; apd th.e . :.E~·l:'s · Lo4.·ge :~d . the ~e~i~an· : : ;' .' / . 

· Legion~ mr. LA;UNEK .ste.te,s a:s t~r '. a:s · h~ ·kn6ws·1 ·FRE:D .STRAUSS and hi~ wife··' ... · . · · 
. ·ES'lliER STRAUSS ; do ho,t : go .to c~u:roh~ but :that }fis littl~ ~ d6.ughter MARYLIN; wh'o 

· ··· ~s · i4 years· ·old;~' :.doe,s ,_:go .'t.o · the ·]~e:t:ilod~s·t ~:;stt:n4e.i· ~Scho·ot~ .: lllir~ • ,J:AuNE:R · st~tes . ·. 
'that : FRED S.TRAUSS i;s . a c9cusiri. :tQ 'his .. '. p~rlner:, · F]j!LJX, :STEIN. alui, •·:STEIWS daughter, . ' 

.: ·.BOBBY .STE!N, fo~er~y worked' rO:r. :h~ (~UI'lER) but n9w "iorks ;,in Sa:iJ;i.a ~- fo.r · . ·. ·. 
' • • ' _·. ' ·• ' _, - · · .' . . . ' · I ,_ .• , • • - • -~ ' . •. · - • • ' ' . J.. ' • I , _ . -~ . I•. , • _ . • _ ,_. _ ' ' '' 

. S.TANLEY REINHAUS. · MR. LA.U~:state . .s. tllat he •drew up a paper. for FJ:ml)''STRAUSS 
. _vihioh ~y :be . of : s.o~e: in~~;res1;·t~ ,ju·s ~ lt~. ~\UNE;~ . prod\ioe'd tll.is ·paper, which . 

,., .. : .. ,-,w.as :·e.n affidavit,· .g'.iying power.·'of: .. a·ttorP~Y on: Decmnbe,r 6, 1938 · to. Mr•· SOl,LY .. 
· GOLD~'CHMIDT; ·so4 w. ~aot~ ~s~r.eet:;: · ~iiew ~ork City, N•~· This ,. ins.trument giving : . · 

. ¥r• G0LDSC~lDT P?"fer• .o·f_. a~t<?;ttile~(' wa,s : ~:o · ~~a.l .. '\Vi:~li_::, the U;•S. ~ J:~•un~g~tio,;n .. :: , : , .. 

. ·: officials pn bel!.e.lf. of FRl1fJ'· S;rBA~$S ' .. · r~;latiV~fs; •ne.plely:, }vlRS;, RICKA ·STRAUSS; ·. . ·.' .. 
IviRS • . IDA ~TRAUSS ~nd 14r .• :~EJ;G}r'iUNP :· ~:rgAVS,$, arriving ori the . steamer_ Statend8Jn,:·. 

· . e:pproxima:t;elyl?~23~3e.. FEEl;) ; ~T$:oss. ~ -~P ·this . i:o,s.t'rument . :.enoWilber~ii . riilns_el£ . ·· .: · 
.. for. all expEmse$, · etc,, · ~ari\nte~ihg th~ · car~~ . suppo·rt~;·· at'o; /' of. the above : · . 
. mentioned · tnree ind·ividuai's •. Mr•i. IJi,.UNEif states .that the three ,. individuals · .. 

·.: me:b,tio~ed 'in:this :. iristr!-ml~:nt· ~t~ · ~~s:id$g ' fn S~n· Fmndi~¢q;; ·otit .whe~~~ .h.e · . .. .. . ,, · 
doesn ,.t know. M.r~ LA,uN'ER " st~te~s the: t . EiRJm $ TR.Auss : :Ls · niod.er~ telyv're il..;to-do, : · 
.a good citizen and : ~ . good. ~~~-~:Q.~~):J . ; n,mn~:: well:· ~~u.g;lit,:Pf. ' ip·; t,h~ oo~ri1ty .... . · . 
and · is co~sidered a very _ good/el1ow .: f~f:. EJ, · J~i as ._ is ~·ifis cousin, F'ELlX STEIN. 
1m • . LA.Uli~ stat.e.s. t~at approx:urm,;t;ely .tw'9.~.ars , a·go. ~TEIN and s~uss.• .... : .... · · 

.. ' whole:sal~ ·or.edi ~rs ,iti ·L)s . AngeleS' ;_(.~t.hrb\lgh: the ' BoS:rd· ··d·t: ~ada" 'in : J:.os Mgeles, . 
too~ ·over: .tlu} . store ·arid that .. aft,er ·a ··shprt time the creditor·s ·:were paid ·.· .· 

-of'£ :and -t;l}e. !3itl.JB: tiozf stra.ighte:ne~ 9ut.;':l\. M;r. ~: ).A..t]NER_:,:S~a ~e~ , . lioweve;r-,· . t5l~ t .he. . , . . _; , , 
·aicinft represeiit : STRAVSS : 'in tht:s. ma:tte.rr ···Mr. :LAUNER: 'stat'es . that 'FBED SiRAUSS ·. 
is' approx~te~y . 52 'ye'ars ' of ·.fige ;' 6 t 2" ~ ~~ i7'5 pounds~ browp. hair, complet~ly . . . '. 

:bald ·"on top; brdwii ·eyes; -waa·r.s: ·gl~sses; 1j·smooth. shaven; medium complexion; · ·, :· 
neat dresser, aJ?.d sp~aks·· with; a Ga·nn:an- '~aw· accent~-.' · . · · . . 

. . ":'• ., ' ·.· - ' . . . ' . .. •. 

. ·. . . . . . . ,· ~l 11 : ' ' ' !; .. : ' . ' . . : . '. .. ' :·. . ~ . . . ~ 
.: "'There · .is _···no : C:·rim-inal·~ record~: .'J.n .. Ora·nge ·county_ on FRED. STRAUSS·•," . . 

•• · . · · "'h • · •. :·~r ~ .. ." · ' 
~~ M"_,~' • .. ··.·~.~ .:-.:• '·i; , ,'• ,,, , 

.·· t-J ~> ·· .... ·, .. \ ··:'· ..... ·~- ~ - ·: : . 'll '~-~~ ; .• _~ . · . !:.· 
• •',M, ' o ' •! , 

R$FERRE.i> .··tJPoN. COMP~~ItlN . TO mEi'· OFFICE ·. OF ·.o:giGDl . 
--. - :~~,y.:.::·:;: ~ -~. ~ '·/·~~ '::·, ... y_·;-:-~ ~:.~ _ --:-:;:-~ ; .. ·· .· 

• • ~ < ' 

' 1,; ~ ' ' 
· .J:· ..... :A ··· ,. 

' : ·. 
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Jf.eb.erat ltur.eau . 

I 

ltnit.eb ittat.ea B.epa aunt of Justice 
Post Office Box i¥2344 
Boston, Mass:a.chusetts 

I 

II : S~ptember 2.4, 1941 

II 
I! 

. I II' , 
~~=~~rBureau of Inve~tigat~n 
Tiashington, D. C. j, 

Dear Sir: 

~e: ~TRAl6;>~11fOLFE1; _ Q 
- LA G. ·,!OLF:C:, a ias .J£lla Goldberg 

\JTERI,1AL SECURITY R 

I' 

This is to advise t a mail cover that was ; ~', : . 

placed on the mail of uhe ab ·a-named subjects vdth the 
Postmaster, TJILLIA1\i: H. ,COER , has been removed as subjects 
left Provincetown, Mas~achusl ~s for their residence in 
Brooklyn, New York. , 

; 

I 

~e~t tr,Qly ,rour/.') _,,· . v l [A~l • \/.2~(~ .. --~ 

HFH:her 
100-2068 

V. W. PETffiSON ·:>·_ .. ...__:-"--j 
Special Agent in. Cna:r;ge -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Form.No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT IG~i YORK, 11. Y. FIL-E NO. 100-5172 

REPORT MADE AT DATI!! WHEN MADE: 

1JASHTIWTOH, D. c. 10-1-41 
TITLE 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

9-16-41 

REPORT MADE BY 

LOUIS LOEBL 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

·f'< 
BERTR.l\!.1 n~'\JoLFE, et al TIITZRI~AL SECUR!TY - R 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: List o:f publications Yl'titten by BERTRl.li D. \"iOLFE 
obtained :fro~ Libr~~j o:f Congress and set out 
here:in. Look-out Notices posted v.i..th the Visa 
Division, State Department, and the Iulmigration 
and naturalization Service, for informs:bi on 
indicative ~ne ontr.r into the United states 
o:f !14\F.CB!llr1?IVBRT. 

' , -

LL:I.S 

~--
( .· 

·- ---·~--

- liUC -

•• : .• J · :<: C'!>----~ -~. - -
T:::.:~ ' :C I·\ ~·K~-,~ . ~--= ---- --
L'J .. .-.. .. - - - -----·--

F..EFElffi'ICB: Report o:f Special J\gent H. T. BBITlm, dated July 
23, 1941, at New York City. 

DETAilS: Kf 17ASHIKGTOU, D. C. 

' 
I I ~ ' - lJr. R. P. HO:lES, Assistant Reference Librarian, 

Libra.r-.:r of Congress, :furnished A;:ent :from the indices o:f the 
W.brary, with the titles of the follo1dn5 publications 
authored by BEli.TRAH D. ,;-QLFE: 

JAr·J (~ ' LP~ • 
, .J Lo I · . · · . . 
i ~~~; ~. np~ago Rivera", publ~shed by A .. A. Knopf, Netr York, 1939 

II , " • / l 
BY /~~1-··-:(? ,;~~ :;.-:: _. ~illX and American,. published by John Dee Publishing 

Company, !Jerr York, 1934 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

5 - Bureau 
3 - Asst.Dir.m.J.COIITTZLU::Y, llYC 
2 - :Boston .c. ·,, 

' .. -v 2-'~h,7~~~tori Field 
1 I , \ 1 I" ~ ' \. • / . ./ 
\.: ' l·' . ' ' ~-
,... ......._ • _./ L.::.. --

lJ S,GOVERNMENT PRINTING 0Ff'1CE: 1941-0·281888 

1 .-\ 
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"How Class Collaboration Tlorkstt, published by the Daily 
Uorker Publishing Company, Chicago, 1926 

"Nature of the Capitalist Crisis", published by the Hew 
TJorkers School, Hew York, 1935 

110Ur Heritage from 1776", published by the New '.Jorl~ers 
School, Uevr York, 1926 

ttThings we ~;rant to YJJ.own, published by the -~:orkers Ar;e 
Publishing Company, New York, 19.34 

ttTrotsky Opposition", published by the ~iorkers Library, 
no location given, no date indicated 

~~~r'h:l.t is Communist O.:.)l)osi tionu, published by the Con:aunist 
Party, Hew York, 193.3 

In addition to the above books, Subject was also the 
author of thete:ct. to l!:lia,go Rivera's Portrait of America - 1934" 
and tt.?ortrait of HeXico'- 193711, both published i~vr York by 
COVICI FR.:!:ZOJ; also, in collabora·bion with UOF1f.Alf '.i:!I01.!AS, Sub
ject wrote a book entitled "l~eep Junerica out of :7ar", published 
by Frederick A. Stokes, in New York, in 1939. \iOL..'li'E was also 
the Editor of the magazine, ncommunistn, from Hove;aber, 1927 
u.1'lti1 December, 192:3, and had ,·,titten a Good na.n:r periodicals 
which are not indm:eu u.."'l.de.r the no.::1e oZ t he aut110r, b_.JYr~vcr. 

'\Ji th reference to 11\itC.!~AU PIV:::ili'.i?, formerly 01' .i'aric, 
France, who was admitted to the United States on Auf,rust 23, 1931, 
and vt.c..o under orders from the Imr:U.aration Authorities, departed 
from the United States on July 20, 1940, for l~exico, requests 
for appropriate Lool::-Qut Noticesha.ve been directed to the Visa 
Division, State Department, and to the Immiciration and Nat
uralization Service,. for any information indicative of PIV~~{T 1 s 
readmission into the United States. 

- RBFEB.RED UPOH COHPLETIOl·i TO ~I-IS OFFICS 07 OP.IGill -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
li'orm. No. i 
THISCASEORIGINATEDAT NEW YORK,N. Y. NY FIL.E NO. lOQ.-.9078 k.T?\V 

REPORT MADE AT DATE W.HEN MADE: PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 

NEW YORK, N. Y. ' 11/3/LJ. 
/ / II 

WH7725Jh H. T. :SRillJN 

CHARACTER OF" CASE 
,~ I ~ 

., ' I TITL.E 

'- - . 
B"J.RTR:.J·.~ DA "llD _WOLFE; () 
ELLA Gi-..'~IOLF...,, alias Ella Goldberg INTER!UL S ~CURITY ... R 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

/ INTi!:ffiU!.TIONAL li.SLL•;F ASSOCIATION formed in 
Cermany, in 1927. tr. s. affiliation formed 
in 19334t Has beon activf~ in o~taining ·t'll<:l 

DETAILS: 

APPROVED AND 
FORWARDEO: 

. ~ l 
•, .,( 

'· 

' l 

emigrt>.ticn of c.:;ti-Ua~is from ~rmany. The :£:J.:O _ ---1 

1
1:Iew York group ~s h;;aded by DR.-ST.1RLTI!G [;.!}) . r;~~:?'D--
SP.J;RO, Professor of .Labor at New York r;r'f ' l· ':""(•f:;:. ~- --"""' 
University. Obtain its funds through BY--- ---------1 
voluntar.y contributions and mail solicitations. 
List of individuals presently apply.i.ng for 
visas from !?ranee an.:J sponsored by th8 
TiiT2::ii.~'•TIO~:.:t ILJLI ~'F 1'.Z2:0GIATI•J!~ set out. 
B~~?.TRA.'' t!:.: · :;L"~ not active in the DJTER-
IU..'n ONtiL FL;;LIEF !J.SSOGIA'I'!Ol! but was used as- ,- ~- · -( ~, · :. ::--:- : :- .~ · '> 

.._-. th mu,;'Ts, ·-ar 1. t• th h - A--.... t . -~·-f-,.-..~ , ., a sponsor .~.or e :J:~ .• ;::; • ::.1~ app J.ca J.on roug .-· .... -~ ·, 1_ '· . , ..< 
his personal friendship with mr.:;BA STRDNSKY' I - . ......... •.I .' - - __;,• ·-~ • - . 

&xecutiva Secrli)tary of the nG·BPJIATIONAL j J t:\: ~ ;_1 ?··~ ! 
R'.:,LIBF AS~OC'IATIOH. N:£\1 ~.UP..I£• "LBS :.TTL'.!:r~~~~ ,:' ,·· ,,-J, • -~ . / 't 

FUND INC., is an organization interested in; ·~:y: ,:.Yf.<: '_ .. h-e._{£!__ . , 
resettling victims of the Spanish ..-.evolution- · ~--- --- --
in a co~unity bein~ developed in Ecuauor. 

- p -

Report of i)pecial i;gent H. ~ . Brunn, New York, 
dated July 28, 1941• 

I :MHS.· SH ··BAJGOOO:.liv!AN, who is commonly known as SH!:;BA 
STRUNSKY, was interviewed at the office of the INTERNATIONPJL 
R~i·LIEF ASSOCIATION, 2 ~• est 43rd Street, :t-Jew York Gity. It 
I 

- I 
Sf'EC!Al. AGI<Nl" 

IN CliAllGE DO NOT WRITE IN THE:SE SI"ACES 

I I !4__ 
\ 

- ~ ' .J . ..... , ' ' ' 
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should be noted that l1~iss ·::'l'RJNSKY is a niece of the STRUNSKY 
who writes a column in the RZ'lf YOR;( TTIJES entitled TOPICS 
OF 'l'IfC:: TPf~S· ~·.!iss STRUHSIIT advised th~.t nJTiiRNNl'IONAIJ 
R3LI.Wi' ASS.:CIATION was an organization fi:--st for11ed in 
C.'ermany about 1927 and that .AL.'93'1.T E:GJST!!::.Ji was one of the 
original sponsors in Germany. The purpose of the organiza
tion in Ge:rmany was to assist Victims of fascist ag~:ression 
in Italy to obtain transportation a."l.d ·visas out of taly. 

After the rise of Hitler in Genruany, th8 organization 
took for its pur(;Ose the relief of victims from r~azi and 
fascist aggression. A group was formed in the United ~tates 
in approximately 1933 for this pur:;ose. Ltl. ss STH.l.J~~SKY stated 
that the SJonsors, as previously s8t out, were not p~rticrlarly 
active in this group. The inuiviou.~;.~J.s most a·.::tive< were lv~rself 
and rr. ST 'f?LINC 8P:~?.O, Professor of Labor at hew .l.ork University. 

2he advised ti1s..t the orL.anization had oriGinally been 
forme:l throu~h )..ir. c::::··::;:tt) 1 S efforts and throu; h the efforts of 
:.iss F.:?.bl'A. EI;tGHu::."Y, who is presently the 'Ireasurer of the 
organization. 

In connection with the individuals whose release from 
Gennany had been effected, ::iss s·rRillJSKY aclvisod that the 
organization attempts to make a very complete investigation 
into the background of these parsons prior to sponso~ln" 
their release. Ghe stated that they were very strict iU 
attemptins~ to weed out communists an•.i. <D.so Na;:;is, being 
primarily int~rest~d in political refugees of a liberal vien
point in a st~lct sen~~ or the w~rj. 

She stated that prior to the outbreak or the war the 
organization had effected the release o! a9proximately 200 
persons. Prior to the war the organization had a European 
representative in Paris by the name of OCTANE BIQUAP~ whom 
she described as liberal b'rench businessman. ~·riss STRUNSKY 
stated that BIQUA~D had not been heard of since the invasion 
of Paris. She stated that their present contact in Zurope 
was throu&;h the OORGSNCY RISERVE COMMITTEE which was formed 
since the fall of France 'With headquarters in iiarseilles. This 
organization is headed by Dr. FRANK KJNGD,;M, who is Assistant 
.Secretary of the organization called .iJ'"lF"ND AJ,TI!:RICA BY .AIDJliJG 
TH:~ AILIES.t l<'ith offices at 122 .i:ast j2nd Street. 

~----------------------------------------------------------------- -

I 

I 

J 
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The .:. .~·iRG;:&IOY RBS..!ltt'Ji COi:-iii'i'TJ3::: has an office in 

1-i:arseilles under .:.u.r. VA.l{(ON FRY and the INT?;fl.if.ii.TIONAL RELili~F 
ASSOCIATION .. orks through this office through an incii vidual 
by the name of CA.,.:.:......L ST:f?.NB::::~:G1 who is located in :t!arseilles. 
Miss STRUNSKY advised that STERNB"S~~G is a political refugee 
himself and has recently obtained his visa to the United 
States. 

Cases are referred to the .i:;r.~:lG:.NGY R~SJRVE 
CT.::ITT.:~ in ::arseilles and ST~f.t(B~'i:·-m attempts to invvztigate 
n.nd reco:nmend those cases in "Which h3 believes the INTi~v:i·~AT:.-m:AL 
l~..SLI~~F AS5·)CI1;.'r:LOII would be interested. Uiss STRtlNS.tcr also 
stated that cases are also referred to them by relatives in 
the United States a.~d that these two sources were the origin 
of most of their cas0s. She stated that since th0 war the 
TI!Th:RHATIOl~AL lL.LI· ':F .t\S30:JIATION has not been able to obtain 
the release of any individuals from Germany but they are 
workinc; on those ind~ viduals who are in France, having fled 
from Genn.s.ny. In connection with the invef'tigation conducted 
of their applicants, ::l.ss 51E.t1~S£~ a0vised th~·t inquiries 
were made of references, relatives and also !Jommunist,liberal 
and labor groups in the United States with world wide 
contacts in an attempt to eliminate any Communists and bonafide 
Nazis. · 

• She stated that the association was financed ihrough 
benifits, mail solicitation and private contributions.~~n 
this res,pe;..·t she explained that the TIJ'£•-.ill·i;..TION.AL -~;Lr~ 
i•S, .:.'JLSIO:-;· had recently had a drive ~·.:i.th the r.:: ·~:; .D:lD ~-:,::;-
S .• T:t.L:.: . .;.;:;:;: ., lil'l.L' TI~i)., tm.der the ti·Ue llJQXi~T c:AL?ll.IGh £0 
.FOI.J:1"It)A1 TI. ?~C::s:.;sn • 

J.n connect:lon ·with the application of IfJJJS TH' ISSEN, 
Niss STRm~Sl~ advised that :s:~RIR...;.~f D. ·:;DLFE had been requested 
to sponsor this application because of llis personal friend
Dhip •~":i..th ~Jiss STRUNSKY. She stated that Vi)LFE was not 
particuJ.arly active in the INTJ:RNP..TIONAL EU•,LEF ASSOCIATION 
al·though he had been named as a sponsor in the original 
orgeniza.tion. uhe stated that '.:vtV': was unacquainted with 
TI-t:-:J:cBn,; pe.rsonally. 

In connection 1vith the sponsor FRSu STRAUSSof 
Fullerton, CaJ.ifornia., Miss STRUNSKY advised that STRAUSS 
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was a personal friend of TH:~ISS!i:i'T and had no connection with 
WOLF or the INT.EBl~ATION.AL R:J:Lr::F ASSOCIATION • !~iss STRl.iNSKY 
denied any connection beti'Teen the niTBRl.1!l.TIONAL RET~EF 
ASSOGT~ION and the LOVESTONITES. 

Tn connection with FRANCIS HENSEU, tass STRlJ'NSKY 
stated the.t he was one of the original sponsors of the 
INTERNATIONAL fuiLIBF ASS08IATION • .:>he advised that he was 
not active nov: • . :' , " 

It is noted that the co:::-:l'ITDB FQ}. Cl.lLTURAL lfF}}~DJ~,r 
maintains the same address as the INT&HNATIONAL fu -.L:c;F 
ASSOCIATION. 1.Jiss STRUNSh.'Y stated that this com:ni ttee was 
formed by a group of liberal professors to combat Communist 
Party propaganda in the United States. She stat--:d that the 
organization paid ;:10.00 a month for desk space in the office 
of the IIJT~:ll·i .. ":.TIO!U!T, -:C::LI -? J..£Q'J3I;.TIOIJ but that recently 
the activities of th~ organization have practica.'.ly ceased. 
She advised that '::cs. IZA'SELL Ll~'BURG, the ·wife of J'.:.:.-i:•.tll-l!i!III 
Ltf.,!BERG, a writer, was h3ad of this organization. 

t:iss ST~U!:Sh.'Y was questioned conerning N.ARTm :r.; . .PLE. 
She advised that T::;>IPLE is an .hmerican business man who has 
lived in !.~exico for many years. bhe stated that he is a 
close friend of B~Tn..;:.! ·.'.J • . ,-,bLFB. She recalled T.JL~.>LE had 
a Yue .:nd fur factor-.r in :,~exico City. 

In connection r.lth "'iss ·:._t,;_,', ~.ITCHAh;LS, 1!iss STRUlJSIC"i 
advised that she was connected v:ith the LOV~.STJNI'.r:s in the 
Independent Labor 1:::ague of .&l.merica but that she did not know 
her very well. 

In connection with ~!ARCgAU PIV.SRT, !!iss STRUNSKY 
advised that this individual was, to the best of her knowledge, 
still in !viex:i.co. ehe stated that she had known him when he 
was in the tnited States although it was a casual acquaintance. 
She continued by stating that he was a close friend of B~RTRAlf 
D. ··.~0LF1. According to l>r.iss STRUNSKY, PIV_B.T was not one of 
the INTEJliATIOi.UL RELIEF ASSOCIATION' cases and never had any 
close association with this organization. 

?Jiss STRUNSh.'Y sup··?lied the following list of TiiT'GRlM.TIONAL 
RELIEF ASSOCIATIOl'! cases presently pending in 'i~ashington, with the 
da,te on which they were submitted: 
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Date 

I,L.'u-::GH 20, 1941 
I!.ARCH 17, 1941 
APRIL 16, 1941 
FBBRUkr.tY 13, 194l 
OCTOBER. 30, 194l 
N07!·1ffiER 7, 1941 
D:W. ~Li3E::t .31; 1940 
F·-·r-ou•py 27 1°41 .· !> . -· .'"U. ' 7 

:JARCH 20, 1941 
~~CH 24, 1941 

I 

:!J\1 12, 1941 . . •. 
F-~BRUJs.i_,;y 24, 1941 
~i..? ::-;.::CL :?.1, 1941 

In connection l't'ith the lL',; ~ ,"J~ill · f:.iS .::.TTL;,:hrt 31..''1-iO JJ:J-J., 
::iss S'fl'."!JSZY referred r gent to 7'iss A' 7:2TtJJi. C.OH'.!J.:·.-~~;, ~ecutive 
o·2cret~·· Z_.:iss •:-.:.l.•!.J:.L.;., . statljd th~t. ti10 iiJ ~,; .. .JrLJ ::.~ :.;..:r:;:L·.;· J •• .l.;T 
::?i1-:D n!·:. was fom.ed after the Spanish .. ar in 1939-. :!:he :t!'uliD 
had enterBd into a concract wltb th9 Government of ~cuador for 
t?'ie purpose of forrd.n~ a colony in . .::cuador for th8 resettle~ent. 
of Spanish farlllers. In this connection .1iss c..:;.N~lJ:<-: turned over 
to agent, a copy of the principle provisions of this contract 
which is being enclosed vd.th copies of this report to the tsureau. 
~Jiss QJ;~ZALk.6 advised further that the organization was financed 
in a similar ma~mer to the Jl~T~-.::lt-.TT()Nf,L B.~;LI: ;,'F AS::OC:IATI0:0r. :t.:ost 
of the cc·ntribu.tiorw -,.;~re recz.i V€d in ras?crn~e to maj.l sol:tci t&tions. 
She sta.tt:ci. th<·t b&ca'lSe o.Z th- -,'lar sit.u-£l.ti.:m the 1.'ior1~ has bE:en 
"'l'C:r:i r.l"J.Oh int~rf'?rre·-:J. r;:i.th out t!lPt t:1e:v '1N::r:o attemptin~~ to 
t,et a. colony started in .~cuac.lor and hopec· th?.t th~' orga.ni ?:a.tion 
machinery would be set up so that ::tft-:lr th~ war they could 
colonize a group vdth Spanish farmers. At present they have 
moved approximately 50 Santa Dominican families to a new 
agricultural community in Ecuador. 

are: 
The officers of the i~-ui ·;:OELD ~LSJ..:TTLEISiT FLT.tiD IN'C. 

OSCAR r~_rrrso~~~V!i'JJ.,ARD , 1~. Y * - Chairman 
J;)~ :•j) · PAS.:-:>~, l~ew York - .3ecreta.ry 
~·JL:{GA.H...t;-m D:::i SIL\ ..... -R - '..L'rea~urer 
Jt':'ER!CA ON ZALJ:Z - }i;xecuti ve Secretary 

The New York Telephone Uompany has advised that there 
were no long distance telephone calls made from the apartment 
of B __ "",TR.A:' .~ D. · .. OJ1?_G or from the apart:;;:ent of ,3!IS2:A S'.i.'RDHSKY 
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for the past three months. 'l'he Hew lork .f>olice uepartment advised 
tha.t they have been unable to locate a criminal record on 
B.~f-:.TRA!1 n •. !m,FB or 3IJ...4. GOL E...:.-R.G '.,')IJfi~. 'l'o date the mail 
covers on B :- TP.A?' r-. ··.IOL:i?. and SH"BA S'IR.t.msr~ have been non -
productive. 

BN~LOsrm~..:; TO THe; Buik:AU; COPY 07 'EK, CONTRACT OF THJ ;t;.,l .. O~:LD 
H::ISf.,TTI.:-;~.1ENT FlJ'!-1~" :me. ~.'I'I'H ECUt~::ORIAN C-.QV.:::FlP£NT. 

-6-
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lOMO?S 

UNDEVELOP.lliD LEADS 

~·/ASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 

*At the Congressional Library, will review the 
index of authors and obtain all publications listed for 
BERTRAM DAVID 1iUIJi'E. 

*Will check the files of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service to attempt to ascertain whether any 
applications have been made by MARCEAU PI~RT for entrance 
into the United States since he left in 1940• 

-PENDING-



.•' ' 

· ... . . . · ' · . · II · ; .. ·.·. \ . ; '· .. . 

· ·.: 

.·. .. ·· .. ' . 

~ ' t :... . . • . 

. ~ :;._ .· '~~~"' . . ·_ \' :_ 
', ,, 

. . I . ·- · .. · ·. - ·: . 

, .. .· ,. -.... . , I - . , . . - ~ . : . 

.. . . . , ,,_ - _: :: . ,SwJ\riK~ : . ~-t Jf.M,EY ... 
. -. . -... . . : _._· ... . . _· ·:. : :_ ~ F . ·.- .. · .. ·_ :_ :. 

.·. _. _. 1. · ..• _· :. ttO.era~ 19, l~J.i - .: ··: . 

. ·· ··-' ·• ·. •. 
. ·. •' 

' ' ' -_. . . . . : . . : ·. ' _,. : : 'i .... . :' .. ' ' : . . . -.. 

. . . 1QO.i.Q.2436 - . . . . ' - ' .. ·· .: ·-1/ _ .. _ ... .. -. . . ' _·: __ .: · .. · ... - ~- .. .. - : ·. : - . : -: : x~_aQEW · _. __ . . . . 

.·.. . =~·~ :! ~veaUsa~{ ' ···· .· · ..•.. · ·.· :" .. 
. :. . . , . · . : ,-:. -.. . ' ... ; · · !iS~ :· -~. SUB~1G;l'S. < . . :·: . ·. . . .. '.' . .- . 

.... · ._ :·_. :, .- _. · _·. · .. : . ·: THR~~~ OH _\illiGlf'. - A~llOlfAU1'IC~ ~~u~- _ -· · · 
.• . . . . PA~N, .Ht<lf cn~RSEl . . . . . _ . 

. · · ~ ·, Il!!!eAL SECURI1"t (Bureau PU.e l.Qo...41790). 
:, : ' ' • I • ~ • , ' ' • • ' - ' • • • • 

· . . Dear Sir a · . . · · ·r .: .. . · 
·-- ' . • .•. , , •- ' . I <_' • ' :' , ! . • ' . • • - . - • 

'• . . ·. 

- ~- · · · · RettreD®i 1s •, t.o;_Bureau letter of September 2.4, ·. : 
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New World Resettlement Fund, Inc. 

2 West 43rd Street 

New York City 

THE CONTRACT 

~The contract for the resettlment of five thousand refugee Spanish families in Ecua
dor signed by Mr. John Dos Passos for the New World Resettlement Fund with the 
government of Ecuador is a document which covers five pages in Spanish. Its prin
ciple provisions are: 

1 - The Government grants the Fund the ~ight to bring in Spanish colonists; to 
acquire:or lease public and private lands; to parcel the land among the colonists; 
and to supervise the activities of the colonists. 

2 - To import free of duty seed, agric~ltural implements and machinery, animals, 
and personal and household goods for the use of the colonists. 

3 - To select the colonists for agricultural enterprises in agreement with the 
Diplomatic or Consular Agent designated by the Guvernment. 

.~ 4 - The Consular or Diplomatic Agent shall grant visas when the information and per
sonal documents of the colonist assure him that the colonist is an honest worker. 
Collective visas will be granted to family groups. 

5 - The colonists shall be principally Spanish farmers but the Fund has the right 
to bring to Ecuad9r other immigrants who are specialized in fields related to agri
culture in n6 higher proportion than 10 per cent • 

. " 6 - The Fund shall deposit a sum of seven hundred dollars per family of seven mem-
~ bers and one hundred dollars additional for each person over seven. This sum to 

be used exclusively to settle the colonists and to pay for their maintenance until 
they become self-supporting. 

7 - The first.agricultural coiony to include not less than ten families who are to 
be established during the first year. The Fund can bring in up to five thousand 
families during the period of this contract which is for five years. 

8 - The products raised by the colonists shall be exported free of export nuty, as 
well as the by-products of their farms, whether said products and by-products are 

~ exported directly by .the colonists or through the mediation of the Fund, but in any 
1 case the benefits shall accrue to the coionists exclusively. 

• 9 - The colonists are free to acquire Ecuadorean citizenship as provided by the 
laws of the country. At all times, however, the colonists shall enjoy the same 
civil rights granted to all other foreigners. 

10 - The colonists shal~ always enjoy the constitutional rights of religious free
dom. 

~ 11 - The following Ministers are empowered to execute this ~ecree: The 
111' of Social Welfare; and Colonization; of Immigration; of Agriculture; 

Relations; and of the Interior. Signed by the Acting President, Andres 
National Palace, Quito, May 6, 1940. 

Ministers 
of Foreign 

F. Cordova, 
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Director 

• Ill'eberal fGurea:u of llnuestigatiott 

lltttiteb itabs 1llepa:rtmeut of .Yustire 
New York, New York 

December 24, 1941 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
''fashington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

c~ 
RE: BERTRAM DAVID WOLFE; 0 

ELLA. aPwoLFE, alias Ella Goldberg 
JNTERN.AL SECURITY - R 

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent H. D. 
Bru~,New York, dated November. 3, 1941. 

A review of the New York file on instant case reveals 
that all leads have been covered, inasmuch as Special Agent Brunii 
advises that the :m9.il oover on subjects have produced negative 
resUlts. 

This case is being placed in a closed status. 

V~:trul~, 

JYT{)~tir. 
~.~.~~m, 
Assistant Director 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

rorm.No.1 
rHIS'CASE ORIGINATED AT FILE: NO. 100-2068 

REPORT MADC: AT DATE: WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE aY 

!::OSTOE, !'"ASS. 12/29/'~1' 11/29/41 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE: 

;)EftTf'J!J.: DAVID -.l·;oLFE 
ELIA G. ~JCLFE, alias Ella Goldberg 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Investi~~.t.ion made by ProvincAtovm, r:assachusetts 
Police Department reflect.:; that Subjects spent 
su.'I;ftler e.t l"rc·vincetovm. Dubject Bertr8.1:) De.vld. 
~:olfh9.s written articles and books of' !:erlco &_nd 
C_G'tin iu recer.~.t ~ ee.rs ar.rl one entitled !!Keep 
~r.-.erice. Out 'Jf :Je.r11 in 1939. He l!0S stat:.•Ju to 
tav'"' joined the !Jou.:1uni.st f'erty j.n 1919 but 

, . 

;u:1 soon ::.s the raidc tool: plc.ce he ::>hir~~ed ~11 
pQ,rty activities, disa)pe~ecl fror< hl.s po;st and 
failed to shon up ot comr.:ittee :neetin~s, thou ~1 1 
his ',iii'..: COl~t.itiUI:;'J_ to inoist thr;t, his !J':rty SC..l~!'j" 
ol•uuJ.•:, b._~ fO.id. (.th.zr rlc:,ibc:rs o£ the ptt!'t] dis-
[' !-•f!l'ovad to ;·,tJ.P,t s•:::>S:~ed to the"l to be CO\':crclice 
in a leader, in whe,t ~',ppe[:rerl to be e.fli~ht to 
l.:("xico. !:ail cover by r~rovincetown l:'ost vfi'ice 
shov:s th:::.t .:.:ubjel!ts have received various 
periodicals ol' a Docia.lis·t and GO:'"launist. n~ture. 

'"•_I --------- ----

:t~e;.: ort ·::-f v.:ecir-;1 I.~:e~t ll • . i?. IlC. :;-•. ; c,-r, ·~o::;tc•n, 
r:o s:-,~·.chu.:s,::ttc, d.,~t11d 9/:-:;/J.~-1· 

l)3'l'lt.ILS: Under elate r.:of ~.ucust 9, 19.+1 ::\ l(ri;,tor -:;'C".s ri3Ceh•~,.l 
fro,JL Chief of l-'olice r..:,-r~-;c; ~:r: P. '!~'.:..~~ ::..~.J, ProviPoe
tmm, ~u.".ssr.chusetts "l'dth ;'.tri.ch v..as ~nclos6d a CO!!Y 
oi' e. report of c.. c _;ccie.l officer of ti.1e Provincetmm 

5 
3 
3-

lJ ;,;; • Po?f?.?. jjef.e.r~~_e:n~~. This re1Jort rtescribed vubjec, 
. *'-~·· ,1~-~.1!.,...._ .. u.-l v.L.::~ .n . ..J -

,- ~' I·~~ ~::_. 

COPIES OF' JHI~ ~EPORT 

- t'."" "':,~;: f, 
.:;ureau -~,-~~ 

l:•:.:\l :L·orl;: 

I .. t t_ 
J ,, -""-

' : ~ ' ,' : I 

:-:oston 
,, 



I 

Height: 
~.JeiGllt: 
Complexion: 
:Eyes: 
Hair: 
!;.ce: 
E'::o,tionl"lity; 
Acsociates: 

-- l;,-

f 
. . 

3 

1 

6 feet 
15S Lbs~ 
tanned 
Lro;m 
:Grm-:n 
About 42 yrs.., 
u .. ::1. 
Harry Goodr.::t.::tn, Broker 
Sheba Gcocl,r,tr:n, nee:. :3troi1Ei!·::r 
I:2.o l::ro:: nol:lea 

Subject :3LL:"~ G-C,LD:02.~G is rlP.ccribed u; follor:s: 

i~ei:;ht: 
·.:ei::ht: 
C :>:.~plexion: 
::,es: 
1"'"'-ir: 
juihi:. 
.t.>;.:_./:J.t::t.ion 

L:::;t:.ior.~ 1_~_ty: 

uccupr.tion: 

51 311 or h" 
135 lbs,. 
t~nnecl 
:::rm,n 
Bro1·m 
.:,i·tcrt ~nd .::tt:~ ~~ L ::t 

Good 
f.fl•v.lt lt-4 jT8. 
I~eli6'V·:.d to b•J t' .. .::.;. 
J: ... :-?s sl1e iH c.. tt::[~cl10r 

in l:·rooklyn. 

'.t'he report is ft1rther quoted <-:.s .follo-.·;s: 

Hl~ccordin,::; to :iho':.: ~lho in l~a·.<rice, pt.lbl~.ehG·l 
by tht' ; •• ::. L'.l'.-lUi8 C~:ll:~:r(', Ghlc:•.~o, 19l:0-.1.;.13-1itrLio, \-olus:_>! 
J-~~1; 0n t''i.hJ r-<.t the Provinc·:::tci·;n Puhlj~ Lihrr:~r?• l-':~.~.:; 2tJ~~. 

3:Xt'TI.:!~r Dt.VID -.:01!?3, \•Titer, born Brooldyn, lJ.J.., Jan. 19, 
1~-,96; son of ~:illiem. D. t:md Lay ~3am*'er) ~;.; B. A. Boll. City 
of liev: Yorl::, 1916; student u. cf l:exico, 1922-25; !!...!:..., 
Columbic. u., 1931; married, !ILU ... :;ow:.;;:.:;:;::~·J, ;j,_pril lB, 1917. 
'reacher :;.;;nglish i3oys High School, Brooklyn, 1916-17, lti.gueJ_ 
Lerdo High School, !~exico City, 1922-25 Dirt:ctor ~ lo1•kers School, 
~;.Y., t:.Y., 1925-29; Free lance r;riter Bince 1934, member Phi 
Betta kappa. ~uthor: Porttait of .~erica, 1934; Portrait of 
l:e~dco 1937; Civil ·.IRr in 8!)Rin, 193?; DieGO f.ivera; Hi13 Life 
and Ti:les, 1939; Deathless Days,, 1940; I:eep A!nerica out of ~Jar, 
1939; also '1rticles. Home &.ddr~ss 68 l:ontague Gt., Eroo!r.lyn, :;.M,. 

2 
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Reputation: quiet and orderly and good pay. 

~ ·rhey \'Tere brou3ht to ?82i Comuercia.l Ct .. by ELS~\R.S 
:·rl.fE: of :-;. Sli:.'~~8 at Post Office and the Goldbert;s ~·Jill be at Se[-<.rs 
house supl)osed sister of 3llt. !Joldbere or relatives of • 

The nbove e.ddress ehecks v.:ith prior inforn>.,:..tion. 
Cane here about July 1st ~nd lee.ve about Labor Day. 

'. lhere v;ere they bet"'·Jeen 1917 end 1922? ·J:his is a 
blank in :lhor s :;ho. rl. B~Tul:O:: D~ \ ;OI..FE appeers in the index on 
pa;,;e ;}6ll, of, I vonfess, by Benjar:d.n '1itlow, I rovincet.r1wn Fublic 
Library, pe.ge ?..7, 33-34, 38, 11~0-1, 4QO, 404-8, 419, 510, 512, 525, 
529-30, 533-4, 547-9, 564-8. l:rs. ~ :0L:?B, 27B. 

531 yet ~;o1fe had v;ritton the f:.1:"lin :;;.tt::wl~s on 'l'rotsl;:y f0r tlie 
A'nericen .l?e..rty • 

34 One of the leaders and organizers of the Co~.lunist party ;n 
L.merico~.-

27 Cne of the city committee of Hew· York to establish the Party 
in America. 

564 l~~Jr.oved fro:~ ~11 posi tionB in ths !Jfll'ty ~· nd. in the Cor:!I::unist 
I11t•:.J1'n::-..tione1., 

n652 ... Benjamin Git1ow, .t-1ff, in .&r., 
People of t.he 3tate of Hev; York. 

1169 IJ::: ZD. Oct., Term, 1924 - u .. s. 266-268,.. 
(Argued April 12, 1923, Restored to docket for 
argument !:ay 7, 1923. Reargued I·;ovember 23, 1923. 
Decided June 8, 1925). 

ELI!~ GOLDJEnGfs brother, is~at present in Provine~ 
tO'wn, at ~iillia:;?-'t:e::trs home on '•,iley Rd., his name is :3arnett 

.;-,-Goldberg, 

Their friends are a fa:."!.ily of Hl.r·a~~tt.:OOD! '/iN and JIEB!::. 
• c,co:;:,;::;m nee Stransky and have spoken to !.:rs. Cears c~bout having 
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something to do about gettin~ refu~ees into this country. 
E.fJ'.:I8rT ~~LDB3f~G is a large powerful r:Jan, grayish hair, and 
has stayed with the Sears Far.dly for several years, are quiet and 
pay well, considered by the Sears family as ·nell educated Jevlish 
peo!_)le, country of origin unknown. They have expressed their 
hate for Hitler. 

B::E?..'TI.:A!.~ ~·;oLF3 and wife ... ,,I,!-'i.. GOLDB!iaG s~ayed with the 
Sec.rs fe.mily for tv10 years in summertirc.e and are \'Tell lil:ed b~,. 
them. The ;·:ife :.iLL!. GOLDB3F:G is supposed to be a school tee.cher 
in l:evr York and ·will be retired in a couple of years., 

1'iiho 1 s la·1011 is blank for five years in referring to this 
couple. But }IUts them both in t:exico fron 1922-25 .• 

There is a blan..!.: between 1917 \"ihen the~· r..~ rried, to 1922 
in !:exico. Gitlow in ro.s book paee .. ~140; In chf.rge of t,his ce.ucu:;; 
Lovestone placed. his crony' B::1:.TPJ.:! : r•. ~:JLI~r:, v;ho Cctro.e ::ts E'. del~g~te 
f:rom California. ~iolfe had b~en Lovestone 1 s associate •;;hen the 
11Hetional Left '.:inen was first organized. He foJ~oued Lovestone 
into the Corrmunist .!:'arty, organized jointly '::ith the .t~ussian 
Federation in 1919. .hs soon aa thG raids took pl;'.Ce he shirked. all 
party activities, disappee-.red fro.:n. his post c:.nd failed to shot·; up 
ct comnrl.ttee moetin~s, though his \'dfe continued to insist that 
his pa.rty se la.ry should be paid.. After rne.ny months nevis be.r;a.n to 
trickle in that ~ ;oli'e: h'J.d l eft tho country e.nd had r,.,?.de his r~sidt'jnce 
in : ~12:->:ico,. '.i.'he rc.n.:·: atLri filt:.; ~omradt:s did not relish \ihe.t s et;nod 
to th.::rr• c0vre.rdic<?. in C! l e_.!l der, :::. nr:J ope.nl:· I?X}'~:resserJ. t )reir tii. E"
appDoval of uh::.t lool:ed like flight to l'exico. 

The fact that his wife is or it not a school teacher and 
will be retired on pension in a few years, does not check vrith 
being a free lance ...-Jrite:r since 1934" ... 

'l'he Boston Field l)ffice file contains letters which have not been 
previousl;r reported in this case from the .Po::>t:·.aster at F'rovince
to-v:n, !~assachusetts which ~ive the results of mail covers. 'l'he 
letters are dated i'rom !\u,.,:ust 11th to ~·~uaust 23rd and n&r!les the 
i'ollO'wing individu:! .. ls as ha.vin,?; corresponded with 3ubjects~ 

11Tl1e Leader from. the Leader" 318 F~er.;ent f'ark Ed, Lon2;on, H3; one 
latter fron the 11 i·iev; I~epublic", 40 3~.st 49 street, H.Y.C.; 'l'he 
llrJev; In~ernatio~~~" ... ,~ .. rr:~~th)y ,~rgap ,..or, _r~~olutio~ary l~ar.xism, one 
letter froa J. s.:..rO".~.~..Or~~l~E.:., .r2o, •.. enco, lJ.li., and one card 
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from Cl.f,:!:i:L 1~:-lfO:JZ, Box 248, C0.rmel, H.Y* 

Letter addressed to BEi:tTiU'..!· D. :;C!.F.C: fror,• ALICI:.: t:DODGE, 22 
Eest 17 3treet, l':.Y .. C.; letter from S~R.l!lJ:~z, 424-Bes.ch 
127 Hut, RockawAy J:le,rc, L .. I., l:.Y.; one letter fro1:1 Editorial 
Ericlle., D. L. Santiar:o, De 0hile; one paper, "The Ca.11 fro.r.t 
r;.Y.C.; for h'LIJ' .. Q.. :;OLE!;, one insured froz;1 n..-1-01DB3J:,.f}, 41-
22-42 Street, Gunnysiue, l.I., l-1.Y. --- - - -

Gne let.ter for B2i..).'r~:.!: D. ~ i0LFi: fron. 113 East 19th Otreet; one 
letter from ROS~::a, 307 7.iest ?b Street, l•ev.; York Uity; letter 
fror.1 the 11The Hew I!epublic, kO &st 49 th St., !;.Y.C.; letter 
t,:~~:1 .. li:. H." :~··?Y,-.~~~*' H~=~ld_,,~9-!!-~l;.~y.,c.; 

1
on:. re~ist:red printed 

L¢!.vv~r 1r0.11 c.< ... ~.!.l./.L'.;,.,. .-.·J..-, _ _.r;u,,u. , ~.o. 40 ~-e~uco, OU>;: letter 
for ::ZLL.~ ~.Cb,~.:-~, fro:J :~eo ::~nl.:, L.J. ~,nd one card for both Lr 
~ ·]-...- ""JF ·~ "':"'f-:.·f -;._~,.L ... .., , ''C •''1 , ')"l • c.~.n· .. .~...:rs, ... H ·•'-·.l.Jl.·.u ror:: .:rr.a.v..:.....;~, ,J r • .:.nn o, .h£;nage .... .:. hysc.eren 
D-1, LE::dco. 

Letter addressed to J~~:.'I;:;J] D. ~;,JL;.i':C fro:m S~DD:.~..::n, Intern
national Observer, 11+2 :Lexin:;ton :.ve., ll.Y.C.;-letter and bool:s 
fro!:'! '.i.'i1e 1:. Y. gernld 'l'ribune, 230 ~lest 41 ~treet, l:.Y .c.; 
one wa::::~ni~e, Fourth I.nternationc;.l, I"ourth International Pub. 
L:; ;ocb.tion, 116 U'nivercity Pl.3ce, ;:.Y.G.; ~or both pc.rties 
en •)r-1'-" C~',l'•l frc.r,l ;:::)_r.:.in8 •: I:erb, !!l~"~iled at l~r;";,;:~rt:, :; .J •; t~;o 
p:tpers th~ :.rt::cntim•_ Libr<=<. 

Letter c.dclressed to B.:.:;.~'.::R:i:~ u. -,;cL.F:.:.; from 1~. ~~. T. !~anchester 
8, texico, D. F .. ; one book fro:r. ~~ilUarn. ~·e.non Co., 386 Fourth 
Ave., l;.Y.c. Dnd from 3548 One card 2 cents for maeazine; and 
for 1Srs. :;}::::;:TR.:'J: D. ::OLF3, fror.t 2thel, Brooklyn, h.Y. one card. 

Lett.er adcl.r·essed to 3:;T"Tri..-\: · D. ~ :c.:;:.J?5 from Thirt~-· third floor, 
!:etropolitan 'J.'ovJer, Gne r.:adison l .. ve., li.Y.C.; one boo!~ fron:. 
IJ,erc.ld e: 'l'ribune, 230 .. est 41 Street, r; .. r.c .. ; Books, Herald 
Tribune, one nE:v;spaper The Call, l:iss .Dllt?. G. :·:olfe, the !:Jetion, 
and the ~Je\'1 F~epublic, for :"r. and l.rs. B~~'l'l'U2.: :>. -.:OLF:J, one 
letter fror.1 Baroche.ring, The Am., Seninar Holderness School, 
Plyr.1outh, iJ)Il., one letter to 1:-rs. B. ':;OLl•'l:l, !'rom 3cheger, 
h..,F .D. l~o. 1., Lebanon, H.J • 

5 



' 

Letter to BEF~TRA1: D. ';iOLFE, from 11Keep :.merica Out of ~Jar 
Congress", 22 :!East 17th Street, N.Y .. C.; one third class 
letter froH 112 Eest 19th Dtreet, H.Y.C,. for Ella and Bert 
:rolfe, one card fro'll· Tess, South :;ellfleet, l:Sssachusetts.-

R3F&I.!tED ~ CO!.:PIBTICii TO Tf:T~ C::i'FICE Sf O::CtiGIH 

- 6 
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DII:ECTOH, PBJ 

C0?[:1U1'JST P,\LTY, TJS!, - :Llri of 
INTERNAl, S!..DUf:ITY - C 

0 
BE..<tTf.:~l f Dt:liD T\.;')LFB 
Prospjcti ve ~ii tncss 

L~'!l!ff,x:%tlou and Louis F?Bu.d•nz havo indicated that 
Bertram D.:J.vi~jf!oi~e i:.J possesced of ::1 consider«bleas'lruount of inf't:•ci.-:+.:i >""1 

rc~;~rdinc: th~ '3arly h::st.or:r oi' tho fort:.~. Bf:J rtr.arJ.:.,iolfo is tho r.r.Jh:l·~ ~t
of an Internal Socu.rity It im:o3tir.ntion, Bo::>-ton ong1n, i3ur~au f:i.l ·• 
t;o. 61-C050. ?ho inves~i -~at.icn in its ino0p·Uon i:as h~~ndl0cl b~' 1

_ ·_ ' -' 

th13 Boston and I;ew Yorl: Ol'l'lcoc a:-td t:ie t:·3i7 York Offiao has be0r ,·,__.-r:l: ; -. , 
mth copirJs of e.ll report::: in tb~:. Mse. l:!•"'rtra~ :7olfe has bo0n ir• 7~ · : !.··;]_ 

frl'in t .i.mB to tim3 by the 1:o-:-1 Yor1: Off'icf.l yrl th r0::rard to th0 Com:uur· i_~; -:, l ~- -
nr.(1 indh·idllf!lo cor.ncct~Jd >:it1. t1·.0 rJOl!lflunlst my;r.;:;:~nt. Htnrr:: nrc 
defir1:i.t o inaicat~o:··na 'tt.C;:t ·;.ol_ ·o hl s till a r_•ar.:-::ist :md !J0ZO:. l:.-1~· ~ 
~-:..'lr.:·::-lst-LI!lnini::;t. H.:J is nlso l:noTin t-o have 1'v"1en in :cocont y::;<i'.i'S ""' !.'~" :. ,.-, 
clo~e as3oC1Qte L'lf Ja:.~ Lo,.Jezton~3 , f'orm~3r offici0l of th~ Co.•iu~~tlnif , 1r "" ~~ ~ ... . : 

Tiho lik~ ·.--,·olfe ~-r::: s oxpellod in 1?29. ·;;olfe has boon associated ·.·;::.t~. 
Loves-tone in V[irio~ enterpris0c since ·fihat d::&te. 

It in ropo:rtod ·~h<.:t, ~-:olfe is nor1 preparir.r; bio ·~r;.pnios on t!-'o 
great l:nrxist loaders and recently ~ave a lcct,lr·3 at :'mtioch Colle ·;.-·, 
Yollo'IT 3p:rin·~s, Ohio. Th8ro nppo~rs to bo n·) d':'ubt ut thi,G ooin.,. · !t --; ~. 
',:olfo i:J anti-St~lin &r.d, tr<:'r~f0re, a::'iti-Co:":.":::miat in.lts st-rlc·; 
HOi'Jt:r•,;•3r, thl!l p0soibi1i+,y l'.lxista that ·::olf8 m.i. ;·ht r..ot ·.-iillinr~ly c:~~> ,: .'~ · .. ~t· 
advoccc~r of tho o';CJrth:cc,.-:; of thG C.;,~· j rr .. !'.ont of tto T.T!li ted StQ't""f; ;)>' ' •• •. ;~.-, -· 

or violonce ciS a basic tenet o.f the Cow.'nunist movor.1ent r.>~rtic'..llc:-1-:· 
if ho is still «t he~rt a L~niniat. 

'Novertht!less, since "i:oli'e was at onf" time the head of the 
\·iorkers School in I;cw Yorl;, it is believ~d that he should be irrL·"(C<~:i.~•~ .. nl~ 
intorviewed reeardinr, the educatiomll program of -tht"J Pnrty durir. ,~ ~h ·'1 -:. 
that h~J w:.z 2s'sociated with it in ar. official cap<i!d ty. Yo-u shc-;_D_d c::-: 
this 1.nterview with ror;ard to tho educutio.ual pro :~raiil in such a ·,·.: ._.,., 
obtain the maximum in.forrr:«tion re~ardin"?, the curriculu:n1 • ":,· ~·:·;t.bo(>'···· .• ~·~ 
selection of students, . _eta., and. at thf~-=·~~~:f;nt~l!r'i£1 :~l. - .-: /1'·;·.,~:.3~~:. _ • : . .-: : 
further approaches to '.lolfe looln.n:: to~·rard b:ua\ ut ... i. _: , · ·J ur,~ aa * • -;.-~"-' 
ment idtness in connection 11ith~e reviso~~~D.f. 

Q\ '"64 4\)~'' ' q l - I 

At this tima, of course, no indica\'ron !hodd be given to 
17olfe that he might be used aa a Gov·lrr.ment wi tn'3S3. l;o~fo 'o a:i.:':;i ;_, 

-- -- ----------------------------------=====~--------~ 



I 

l. 

• •• 
toward 3Sr>istine the Government publicly in court can be discr"lotl~.- so;zd~ 
out after the historical material, believed to be in his posseGsion, has · 
been obtained through intervi6w and after~he Bureau has had the 
opportunity to analyze such material. \ ··· 997'1) 

During the course of the interview with ~olfe his knowlod~~ 
of the historical background regarding the o'rganization and the }(':' . ~ ··r
ship of the Party from 1919 until 1930 should be obtained in.- :, · ::e:.c: · 
detail as possible, predicatin:j it, of course, on your inter'"' ... , ·.-1. ~~;.o 
educ3tional program. For assistance in this regard, you shoUld ·, · · 
to the highlights in the chronology of the Party's organizat:i N t •. ::~ 
set out in the letter to New York in this case regarding Jay iov ·. :L: _ , 
dated August 15, 19~7. 

The results of the interview with Wolfe should be submi tte.i t. c..• 
the Bureau in letter form no later than seven days from the receipt ~ 
communication. 

100-3-7q 

!: (-t 0 

-- -- - - - · - · 
--~ .:_ _ _ -__ - -=-=-== 
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mN ~v. ~ liB'ER 'l1'0 

fi:'D!.S ~·------

. Director~ 

. . 

Dear S;J.r g 
. : I 

. 
I 

. ' 
' 

' I 

Rebulct .of Augo lS~ ~947 it! which you roqueated that BERTRAM 
DAm r:tu~E be interviened by ~ent:J ~f this Office for information· in 
'his possession concerning his t~ure 4s Director o:r t~ Norkets Sohoo3., 
r~, as uell as information con~emi~ the early years of the ; Commu!li.st 

~ ~arty, USAo ! • ; i · . 

.! 
i . 

i ' 0 ,.,..~~~~ 

on Septo 10.9 194?, tDim wa~ interv-.i.~ed at~~~· r~e:sji~~.c~e~,~~~Jg~r~ 
Kontague Stoll Brooklyn, I\,'!, by ~A's R:itchard Jo Gallagh~ and J?hn !'9~- ~ .. G·L;.; .;_ . ~ · . 
'!Jacks from 1 ~55 P:mo until ) g)5 : pomo lAt the outset WO¥'! seer+ed to~,:~:~ ~y. · •' '!:> ) ~ \ 
agreeable and adnsed that he w's wil~ing ~o ~e of a~s~t6U1Ce :to the .. . . : . • 
FBI o Hcr.rever t he oou;td not und~rstanq -rflW he wo.s bang quest~oned about . ~. 
the Communist Party since he haq left ·its ranks marv years a.g4o 'It via$, ; ;~ 
appropriately explained to vrnLFJt that lit was essential ·tnat tile t-a,gents · ' 
Obtam background information 0~ the· ~arty and it 'Vias no ren~ction . : i . . 

against him that questions were ;being [Asked of him conqerning jtht"t Pa.ri'Y'o ; ·~ 
The point ""3-s expressly made thtft he T{as being intervi~d ~edause it · • !I 
was felt he uould be TJilling to :assisit the Govto in maJd..ng avdilable in• ·1·1' eq 

1 I ~ ~ ~ r.orma tio. n co. nc.en)ing the Party- :iJn.. :i.ts ~1: .. • ormation and education . progr~_ .. . 
auring J. ts early years o ! l · ; 1 · . f' ~ 

i t ' I · .. --f-' ,f--
i i I 1 . .1\5 

I' <> · t .- ! 

1.~LFE advised that he r.tas l)jJreotor of the l'Jork.ers SChool from ·. ~ ~ ~ 
Cll'Omr 1925 ~o ' 1929~ During the J.a!tter lteer he was also ~ppoi!lt~d Nati~aJ.: ·.r: 

I I ' , · - "' · . • . i: . 
~ JFt7-RJG :E£0 1 ; o ~ • ' • _, • •· : • 

1~752 . i .. i ,.~. ··~i~ 

I 
,, 

\ j . .'.f · • • I ' . 

r.).'-------- --- ----_..::._ ___ ..L._I t• Q 1 , 
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0 ' b 

!tetter t~ Director 
t~ 10~81752 September ll~ . 1947o 

I 

:j \JOLFE advised that th~ schoo~ was divided into three terms~ 
1Mm.ely, the autumn-winter term, !the wipter-spting tennJ and a sUIIUllEtl' 
. ~essiono He stated that the .t'i~st twO: terms were open .to non-Communista 
:as v.rell a.s Communist students atid had bn the faculty Communist teachers 
as well as non-co st teache~so In: passing, he mentioned~ 
~and SCO IN as beipg tyP,Leal of the non...Qommun:i~t teacherso 
/(Concerning the s er session, UtcLFE stated that this was held solely 

f ~. nd exclusively for. Party membe~.~s, t}le: students for . which were. first 
fpicked ~ the district leaders~s an~ passed upon b.1 t .he Nat~anal leader= 
.shipo He stated that the purpose of the summer session was . to, train Com=-
.!. ~st Party ~embers . for leader~hip anp .further advised. that ~ members 
!Of the Commun~st Party were on ~he fa~\ll.ty o • ; 

" · I I :. : · 

i1 ViOI.FE stated that unl.iJke th~· Jefferson School the W~kers School 
: ~"as held out as a Communist Par~y scho;o1 and th. at. the Comouni~.: · Party ap-
!l>roved his holding out the scho~l as ap 'Of.t'io~l ]tarty ·.iWlotidno · 
I ' 

;.: · · Coneerning advocacy o~ the ~erthrow of capit.alism ~ force and 
:Violence, 'JIDLFE stated that thi~ was ~ver taught as such in t :he t7orkers 

·;School bu:t in. groups i.t was und~rstoodj that event1lall.y' lther~ . ~lust. be sonte 
;.type of revolution to achieve tlie dict;ltorship of the proletariat. He 

.; ~tated tl]at even in those days ._s preyal~t the tJ:lou~t that ~he 
;:Ca:ri talists, when the Communist~ becam;e powerful enou~h to take over as a 

. ;iruling class, would re.sist with iforce ~d, t~refore, dommuniS:ts would 
· 1llave to combat · force with forc~o . l .· ' · · : · i · 

j 'l ,.. I , 

' ' . • I : . : 
11 · · . YlOLFE further stated ~hat th@ Party did not P,ropaga.njdize force 
: ~ince they had but recently gon~ thraligh a tremendous struggle to obtain 
i;J..egal statUS and it WOuld have been U.fpOlisbfl, for them :to adVqcate fOrCe 
:and rlolence at that time becau~e it ~ould have lost far them what publi.c 
i support they had gainedo VIOLFE :statedj that even in di~?cossi3-. the attaifl... · · 
l ~ng of th,e dictatorship of the !foletajria.t by· the ra.rt~, i~ . . .telt as :. 
:.~. ell. as taug~t·t. hat thi~. could. 9e. don .. e.:.thr. ough pea·.·c· eful. · .. : m··.ean.·s . ··. }le state. d .•. :.· 
!that, his pos~tJ..on on this quest~on cout:~. be found ·in }1.\is ~et .. entitlec,l.~~ :· 
. ~•The First American Revolution" !While ;the· Par.tyts posit~ on on !this question · 
i j 1 ' . · " · I 
11 .. . I :. i · · . · ·. ·. · ·i' · . ·j · 
11 ! ' ~ J '; -.. • 

· .L ., ~ ~· :~~ · · · : · · · ·C · ·. t 
I· 
t t. 
I 

. , .i 
. ! ' 

! 





Letter to Director 
rn- loo-81752· 

: I 

September 11, 1947o 

Party as well as holding the position o! Director at the :7orkel."s School, 
stated that the Camintern never gave any directives or issued any orders 
which would effect the contents df the magazineo He stated tb4t this 
magazine was under his sole cont~ol and cOnsisted most}t of re~rints o£ 
articles appearing in Russian petiodicals and articles on ourr~nt American 
topiCSe ! . 

It should be noted tha~ notF't throughout the intervi$.-r exhibited 
an injured air uhen attempts were made :to discuss revol~tio~ tactics of 
the Party 51 claiming that his fac~ion, which included LOVESTONE~ WSl!e peace
ful and law-abidding citizens who attempted solely to make the ~ Communist 
:farty an American institution independent o£ Soviet controlo ~~ explained 
that he was guilty. of Jmerican eiceptionalism and although at the time he 

deeply respected the Soviet unioil for tts gu:idance, he felt t~t the Co111P 
munist PartY should not be force~ to follow directives and ord~s emanating 
in the Soviet Uni<>no 1 

' : • .. , 

; ; . . i 

During the interview o~ at leastthree occasions, V.O~ advised 
I . 

that his time was too valuable t9 be spent talldng abou:t his activities in 
the Party and incidents Vlhich ocj:rurred ' during his time in the Party Tthich · 
'!happened t\1enty years agono He ; further intimated that. the Agpnts were 
fishing for information and he a~ vised : that all information th~lt · the 
Agents were interested in could pe found in the catalogs wbich he bad 
turned over to the Public Library as w~ll as other book$ whi.chi bad been · 

·w~tten on the subjecto · · 1 • 

l : 1 

I UOLFE stated that he d~d not _ believe the Comm.unist Pju-ty to be 
dangerous to the ~ecurity of t?el Ue s •. nor was he in!~ agre~ment wi~n- . 
rhe lqyalty probe presentlY be1n~ conductedo : . ) : . . 

It is the interviewing/ Agent~' opinion that tiDIFE is; ~-
' . . . I eooperative an~ could ·not be trU$ted aa a witnesso r 

i ~ ' : 

; · TJOLFE was told that ~ advi~e concerning thef obtaiing o~ 
material from the catalogs wouldi be followed but should import~t ap.d 
. i l '.·1 

• 
i . 
I; 
I ' 

,j ': 

I . . · ~' . _. 
I 

I ' 
• ~ 1 • 
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August 23, 1954 

, .-rl! .. _/ 
REM'OLITICAL} ·~CTIV;TIES- IN ITALY - -- ---

Attached hereto are reports conc.erning political 
activities in Italy prepared by Harr~Soldberg, a representative 
of J~ouestone, located in Rome, Italy. These documents 
were ,tu'rnished to the Liaison Agent on August 19, 1954, by 

L...---::-::----::~~---::--r-~---r..--......-..JI This material may be destroyed if of 
no interest to the Bureau. · 

Attachment 

~. ·---------

b7D 
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IiE?ORT FROI1! ITALY 

. ' . ,. • 
~O!frntll (f. t QFfiCill& ORLY 

June 27, 1954 

f 
J 

I ' 
I , 

Acknowlodsing ;y·our sho;rt (Jote of the 22nd, wldch arr.ived yestor 

It m t aken up wit b 
n 
pr.acticalu oott.ers, so that 

t i ifltj for paper work durlnc the noxt weak (Irm doing this at midnight), 

not t:~ .:na!ltion tr.u Ed Milldrs who w.tll be staying on f'or tho whole o£ n c.f'' · 

week (and who are vo'J!y nice people indeed) end r;ith whom \7otll be spend ~. · 

a lot of time, oo I'll just put down tha outline of tho e.'~sontial poi"nt ~ . 

:.tou want. 

Activity Report 

A - In ItalL 

l - T.U. Work -- In line with the A.F. of L. attitude re the 

CISt' s co;Jsti tuting the main ba. oe of the o:rcnnizad de.:;.clc!C'~- i..ic, r. n t i-

c o :L::J u -,izt labo i' . ovc.-J.on·c, hova worked closely am l:ttr.m.oniously with CISL 

and its leauership, n !3 t :±.oJ·:ally and locally 1 discuss ins ~roblor:m jointly, 

m.akin[~ . ~;;_.,- su .. -: ... t; stio~s, ;.ndlcatin:. difi'oronce:: (whon necessary), holpi:ng 

in Sf.)fJoific s i tuation upon the request o:r CISL, a tc. 

In line also 'With the stat5d policy of the A.rl. oi" L• re the 

dosirabill t .. and nocgssl ty of building up aa strong and united atl an tl

com:n:g.nist labo~ .'.OVatnent as possible in Italy, whor tr the com-controlled 

CGIL represents the chief weapon in ths hands o:f th~ POI i'o!l croot ing 

insta.billty and chaos, hove oont.tnuous1:7 prcissad tho leaderddp o:;· tho ltlL 

(elso locvll.,.. 03 wc.ll as nntionally) to :r:oethink tho situ;;.: tion unu ·t~r to 

overcome the unrealistic and detrim3ntal ideo~ogio prejuuices it has ~lway. 

P''esented vs. the ., ecessar,,· ideal o f' de:nocratic t.u. unity. In this 

connectL.m hove also continuousl.:· raised the same problem with the 

loade!'s of tb") PSDI and tho PRI wrtich are the 2 political parties that 



. . 

• llllNTI!Ol if. S. OfHG!.DNtJ 
. .. 2 -

2 ... Discussions with Indust~irJlists -- the future acononic 

oi' Italy~ the s tabillzing o::f the demoora tic structure of tho country is 

impossible without a definite change in the directio..:1 of social p:rogress

i viarJ. on the pa:t>t ol' tho Italian industrialists Who toda~· 1 with ve!r:t'" few 

exceptions~ are characterized by narrow vision, socinl selfishness and 

espGcially r}atemalisn (.al::1ost nee-feudalism), net to mention lack of 

coui."'ase re fighting .com,nu.:dsm. as witness their playing one union of:f' vs~ 

another, etc. Have discussed these problems with some of the la:t'gest and 

<JOS t repres()ntsti ve Italian concel'ns (FIAT, Oli vottl, B. I .n., etc) and 

l:!B. ve _prossed ti ~.11 <:.~!! their .:Jatamutlistlc tendencies, on th~ ncces~.:ity 

of raising wages (sincd their proi'i ts are grA1t 1 especially in view of th~ 

~axity thslt prevails re payin~ thoir legitimate taxes, ancJ vthich, th~re.f'ot 

they can i7ell affoX'd) 1 so as to tn}re away :f.t:'Ofll tho corns one o:f.' t't.teira chiof 

lt:Jve!'s of fightlng c_·m-unionism and sup;;ortin~~ the free, de·tc•c:r-atlc tr-r:·~·t. 

unions ·as being in tbeix• own long-term interests as well us tbD t of ::Ito.J.:t 

as a whole. etc., 

3.. Polit1call. l1ave· talked, agitated, coni\1r(jnced continuousl.:; 

vii th the loaders o i' all the deiiloc l"'ai.;lc parties, p:ressJng l'or· th(~ largest 

concentrat.Lon of democratic forces ooop-J:rating on th~olitical level in 

light of tLe to o-gre1~ ~ poll tical strength o:r the unhol~· Tog•NelUd dl. liance 

with especial att.ention being :aid dur:ln: ~ its "mad pe:Piodn of pressing 

for the inclusioh o · Nanni after la ~t Xuar's June 7th elections -- to 

tLe l!llder.ship of the PSDI. Have continuously presented tho lina o :£' tho 

AF" on all outstandln .r~ , vital int·:trnational :>:r·obloms. 

4 _ Wlth our Gov<~rnmental Institutions and,ioaoing r orsonnel ~ 

from the Ambsssadress down, 11ith the .-'olitical Daptt., tile USIJ, r'OA, etc 

i ... 1 .... . ""'U"' 
bave discus sed the outstanding political a.nc1 ec'Jno: 1 c p:r•.::o o_;;-·:B : :; c~L b 

Ital :,- and presented the A. F. of L. viewpoint on tho flght v·s. co ~r.lUtlism, 

the trade t.nlon question, the character of Italian 5.nduntrlt1 



• 
Have appllad gll,:J,~~t and continuous pressu:t>e he:t>e especial.Jy vs. 

the J..:.:ade, ship of' FOA to (in ltne with the discussions and a~:reem.snt 

ed fo~ cooperation botwaen Meany and Stassen) direct thoir economic aid 

prog:t:>a::t here in lieht of crmsideration of conc.rete wa:rn cad :::;.;uuns of 

5n3 tt·~e fl:'Jee trade unionists specifically 01nd the fb.-ht against 

B - Outside Itall 

1 - Work at Geneva ... 

in our pubJ.lcations) on the !'&levant intt~mational questions. P0:r•sonall:.:. 

ia salition, conttnuous contactinG und eonferencine with representatives 

of Asian countries especially -- delegat:t'Jns, diplomatic '9ersonnel, 

mld the fi·+:t vs. m £1tn'lnism genor-all. , etc., 

b. Taking care o.f the ttspecial. businessu thv tiomnittee 

had prepared for doing at Genova. 

2 - Main tenanco of' contacts it1 Asia, especiall~/ with Indon

esians here, and in Indonesia, with the vi,ew of pressing out critica~ 

a ttl tude l'o dangerous, appunsem.on.t-o:r-communi.sm-devolopmonts thore, both 

intel'nal~)- as well as externall.i (re Red China)-. 

Since you've raised the questio.a of the Convention, lm•d like 

to ask whether ~~e'Xte coming home for it. We'd like to; v1e titink wo ;:,u~~ht 

to (there are things I ought .finall. t1.> :t>eport to ,, ou); we r.t.Ovo to check up 

on ourselves l?e ma'~Jters physical, etc. Let us know im:a.ediatel;r, plcse, re 

this, 1!' wa•ra to eoill.e horae, things be:i.ns so dr:rmd crowded WB 1d L.avE+ to 

'nmke l?•3sel'vations im;-nediately. It might be a good i6oa to wire us immedia

tely about 'When you'd want us to get home. 
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Independence, i:.11e i•.ieal~ '·!hie~ inspirc_il .tho. A."!lerican Revolutioo1 had not 
1 • ' 1/ ---- • 

a.--..'-;;\_, t----'~."'"'-C.. . .... '-
triua."')hed? T1itler{\kn0W the nswer to thi::: qm3tion. So did ":J·':inlin. :io ..:oos 

the present COI'I\l-"lUtlist dictator ~!alcnkov. :Fol"tun:ltely for t:.1~: .fut'l.lt"e ot cl&nkinJ, 

no l:!W c ·:n .-::i'r"ac0 fr(r.t :ustorJ t'il;.J fact t~1a.t: the 5!1ca1s o:t' freedo ·: an~) t.hc i'.ie J~ 

o_:· ju"'+. lP''1'l!l :~.:··:la+.i ·::-:r-h:.~l .t~:t ·l<lV:.: na ~1e o~ coun-i.r,l . ·:r:..;a~ u~ -.:..:11 ..1.s ~{tron£; 
uerc "hrn-v 'ht tc o .. !.,.. s:1ox;; on t.~e uhi s ·u'1ic:1 1Hl.·.re lamed ow.· di:;co,;erers, the 

oi" c:u- land at ·NCl"' -:!titical hour, 

-Our countr.;~ was 'bOX'Jl out or devotion to au ideal:.-the ideal. o~ 

a11c:r.~~rt. as ~n- . in.-1en. "',..1 ~'nt co··l.,..,.;..,...;. ·.··;t.., •1s ·lt ~s ch"' ......... ter not color ca'"'""'1t~ A! • ........ J ...,i,\,h;,. < >£1.1"',) T " - • .J. <,.. , .... .J, Q ... Q.... " ' '-""'"'- U 

~u you .-i!:o ~-roe l-!rr;cly Ar·1ori.cans ~··:r 6 :·~. ce :.;m not b;J .:::.1.ance. Never i'cr ·_...::-:. ;;:, ·;:, ·;;a -

I can not detail the ;mlcn·11.d cro-:;ri' u.tiocs mad1) by men an~ vo.-•l'.::n ::>f 
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c01.1ntr.r.. On ·~hiB occasion, 'We pay hoomage to t.'lte many l'lllllions Who are not honored 

by stal;ues tn O".lr ?u'!::l·'l.c squares or gloY'if . ed in; our. histor.t text -.,ooks.. Today1 ve 

hooor &."ld salute f.rw.rlea •·•. unknow soldier of neaee, proaperlty:, and pr&~St 

el.on • «!it~1 o-xr un.'lroc1.m soldi0r o;o bitter battle ::md :-:lorlou.s victory. 

1Jhen :r lh.'H r.l"'ctli ·ht the !tal~ nn contr~.hution to America as a fortress or 

.i'raedcm1 I do r.ot exclude or b~lit~l · the role o:::' -ant c, ~h''!r cCilstit"lcnt national 

t hese are Lifc1 tl: f:rt: ~, and th~ pm .. suit of ~fappiness1. " it \.'as :1is ~lo ·~ ,, fr:tend 

e.n.:i co ..... worker, t,.:1n L JJ.ittn ry~·y;; i.c5.~n,. P~ilip nazzei. 

11 r.isor::i.M.?1'lto11 ; :~s the one great ··-:uro'P(:an na-:.:.onal r evolutio11 tmic':l was led, in its 

hinLory- - true li' - ~,mlism • 

.l~rican!l or Italian I) ·tfjl.n can -point With justified prl.de to the 

cordial i..'ll·'i :.ation to -t!tr: ,~omer o.ffic-~rs or · arlhaldi to join the armies o·~ _,_..~he 

North. Ih .se :u1r:'y- courageous :n·.m res!)ondad cnthusiastic::illy. :'hey distin ui:.::hecl 

thanscl.-ves in 1·,}1e hot.test sector~ o ~ th'' battle front. The G&t"J.haldi 'Jua~d rought 

I , 
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si;~ ., a:· .. l f>Urrnder of if~,ttp,:rs ;;~rr-;1 i' ~ 

~'culba-'ia!'~ · ;at le&r'l.crr:hi"'l of' :tt·1'ti~n t1{:t·,?'J~l.",,c:r !1"~ t'h.is crucial h,,~ o~n:.-.-':";1:\' 1.n -, ·~1 -crl:sis. \ -· -( ! .:- ' )'\J'lt'lt CO."ir:l·<./~9 ';-!~ -':;~:0:1'. --:-:'' l'"f:f·Sin~ m:-• :'l~··p:"f!cia'!'.~ O'J 0::- · <~ 'm onport.· ::·i_ ':-~" 

----

' ' 
'I 
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:fo:r~c 1.;ha.t t•tt~·: l:tk ~ o. stoe1 rod t:srou h t1o ;,:t ~or; .. · o ~ :>.11 ;-:trU[ ·18':1 fol"' JO~inl 

justice ano h~.tman li ert~;J 
• 

Th0 idonla 1·Ti'ttoh irn;:Jired .t,j:1c Decl~J.t:i...:··. of Inde~cnJenc(' a.nd th~ Jo-·Jtiin;; 

''I -I 
: ,j . ' ~ 

llvl•il•wl. :J, ;J:, liii'fMAL~ J~J:f 
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Florence 'Ji«:f p 

In our da,a here, we had a long sesiJion llith Bacci, CTSL r.en. Sec. of 

the Florence region re ;-~ne· ttl situa.tion and 1mrktn~a of C!SLJ 2) a 3-hour session 

lllt.h Bacci and all the local secretaries of the ref'ion (6 o! them) 'Where they discussed 

their problexnsJ 3) a session 11ith Ia Pira, the tamoua mayorr£ Florenee1 4) a sea.,.. 

with Reed, Con. nmeral of FloreneeJ 5) a Viait through the Pi~one works (lfhich llU -
in the ne'WS nll over Italy some time ago and re llhich1 you rDAy rett-.ber, I -wrote ;you 

a long re:1ort) and a diso-:.tssion on thea[lnt re si tuat1.on and problems of the plant llith 

Rose, mysf:l.f', Bacci, some CISL activists ~ntl the la~mr-ma:1aw~ :ent l1Alat1·~ns director 

of the plant J>l•esentJ 6) a 'Visit to a session of the Munici-pal Cmmcil o£ Florence; 

7} a visit, at midnight, thro11.~ the plant of "Il llattino", the ou.t.atancti:r..!=: hl,lependent 

pa'PtJX' or ~lorence and a dile'UlJsion re Florence and national r:~roblems 'With i+s editorJ 

8} odds an0 ends. From all of which, the follawintz elllet'~l 

A. • a.t.eral ~1 tnation 

Fl.crenee is a tolftl of' sometbin~ less than belt a mil.lion 1nhabi ttta. 

IJ:he 'tillages and small towns malting up its periphery in th'C! province bas aomethinf! over 

a half millJon people, so •l)at the province as a whole boasts about a million even. 

Florence i tselt, though tr-.endoal;y important as a cul.tural and artistic eenter is 

peculiarly static frcm an economic ar:d industrial point o£ view. Some h ]f.rge plants 

and a :few small fl!ltabllihmenta en·plDy in the neighborhood ot about 10,000 workers. 

The real thick belt of indu.strial'WOrkera ia eoncentrat.d in the -ller "b(1Wnll and vil

lages on the periphery of tha province 8Ul'l'ounding :Florence. Florence i taelt makes its 

living chiefly on the tourist trade (atter Home, perbapt1 it haa more tourists than any 

other city •'£ Ital;r) !iOJtt the doll.are spent directly in the hotels and restaurants ~nd 

in the arts and e:ratts establilhtll~n~ (chiefly leather, 8ilver and a traw poo'~.) F'olle'VBl 

in spite ot ita lllllitad industrial chara~ter, it came into the lilllelight last year and 

made all the headline~ because or the action ot llayor Ic l'ira in the tao'• Pi~one 

cl!!se (of which, later). La Ph-a himself, of 'Whom. also, later, in an interesting, 

ebullient, contradictory and oontrOYeraial ti~e, but he baa certainly Sllceeedeti il'l 



• 
keepin~ Florence in the l:lmelight. 

The province italt is (llA ot the strongest cO!Tluni•t atrongholds 'in 

a11 Italy, close on the heelaJ ac"Wally, of the r~mo'!l!J red 'Pl"l)vince of -ea~frl_o l)n11ia. 

Some indication or coamuniat strenl!th can ~ ~;leaned from the fact tnat or the ~0 to1ft11 . 

and villarres in the prctiJ:lnoial -periphery around 'Florence, 1t6 have eomunist mayora, 

•1 ther POI nr FS! 1 most or them o! tlle tometf -persua!f1.on. 1''1.t're.nce i t.:tifl' had .a coJmm"2Il1.•·• 

•yor until he na dilplaced at the last municipal election by +.he eo1orfnl Ia Pira, 

so that the city is a sort of political o•sia :in a desert completely dominated b;r the 

enemy. but the •01Ull11Di•ts are still .fairly strong :in tlls cit:vJ nf the 60 "r !lo Members 

o.r the ~lunicipal Council the;r have 161 to 32 for the c. UemOB, 4 M.berals,. h Repub'licana 

l PSDier and 2 MSI and l independent. 

'i'he alt'uation beirm what it is es'Pecially in the Per1nheJ7, yn11 CMn 

imaglne what a t.,o;~ph l'OW to hew CISL has sere. The overwhel:minp bt1ltc nf th~ i:r:rtustrial 
is 

a:"td a.;;ricultural Yf7kers/i:n the neriPheey which is lilere. the comunists havP ijheir t.u. 

as well as ~heir r·olit.ical strength.. m~re .grf/abo,J.t },~o,ooo 'WOrkers or ill cateJtOries, 

Mostly ~r.t ~·he l)erip~er;v. or these about l/3 or 150,000 are n:rpanized. .:.:he relative 

strc:r:r.th bere ,-,f OISl· a."1d CGit i:s :ro~j""hly about 1 to 1!, 1fi th C!SL h&ving aboat 301 000 

and C!Tft, abo·1t 1201000. 1iiL has r:it"aotical::cy- nothing in the Province. 

C .. :ta 'Pira 

Of thi.s interesting, many-faceted cblract..e):o, Itve "Written you s ometbing 

'before. He•s rep,arded as llJl "'entant-terrible" 1:17 his clifl pa:t.•ty and a bit of an enbar-

rasamtm.t. t.o it.s leaders beca·.lBe he rU.ses questions so sharply. He's alwavs fi~ting 

arou,'1d wifu them, telling tt-em off, tellinp, them 'What to d.o, sending heat.ed tele(l,rams 

to them {~ well as +.o Churchill or l.falenkov or what have yon) nn an:~ ar:tti every con

ceiva .. le q,JeStion either in natir.rr:al rr world nnlitics. ne•s ruid~-l :tn M.s ·pr-raonal 

113Y' ot life by thP early Christian sain~ and t~e rmrport~d ide..,lC~f'.V' rf TI:MJnitive 

Christ:tanity r~ 1111iversal brotherhood and the equality of all snnlli before ~tern:i. ty and 

the Creator. St Francis or Assisi .-with ~J.s ideal r_£ r:vertr anrl lo~e-s~ea: to b• • 



-..it 

I • -l-

special gtrl.d•. Re owns l"'Othing, has no home, sleeps either in a monQtery,ro011l or ela~. 

'Wh•re (we :met him in a rn,. in a Catholic hospital)J he r1.'VH everythinP' he may come 

into 'PPSseseion ~r away. 

Re certain elemf!nts in his contradictory ideoloey wa can a~r:. He's 

moved b.v social injustice; he thutlders continnO'IUily vs. the snci_al selfisl'eesa of the 
I 

Itaiian industrialists (who sure hate his guts)f he insists on the neetsaity ot raia:l.ng: 

the livi:nJ:; standards or the 1t'Or'kers1 nl1mrps for new houses. e"operati,ves, t.ald:nF care 

ot the unemployed, etc. Tn all this -and it'• certainly a nene1tsary, f'lmdamental tac

tic in weakeninP' the hold or the communists over the Ttalun 'WOrkers - we tan "&l'tainly 

go alang. 

What createa questtonalle overtones not on:~¥ in his thinking but, more 

i 'Portantly, tn his proposals £or actl.ons, is the apecific meta-phywical-relig.tous base 

and motivati.on to his id~olocy. Its myst.ic sentimentality-the all-absorbing, enve~ ....... ue. 

nature nf the- •CorPttS Chr:tstus", 'the e<pality .,r all hum.an snuls-blunt thE' necessary 

di•tinctions f.h~ hRve to be T~~ade 1n the "Ora~t:toal rea1.m. A coli!M.ur.ist or a non-com-

mnnist a1'e both e<:p.tally sn:r .erinp- nnder the lash of the oomon oppressor, .._ selfish 

Ttalian lnd-Jstr:tal:l.st, an~o t.hey- r.t'lSt 'l!larclt tor,..t'her against the conunon enemy, in 

order to brim~ hi~ to his senses. 

On t.be litter q,lest1on T -pressed h~m quite firmly re the necess~ 

tions that h:tve to be "l'8de between COIII'mlnist al'ld non-coanuniat, for 'Weren.tt all the 

ulues he held n:recrl.oua (ind1Yidual1.sm, freedOM, +he atrenv.theni.r.f.' nf iiemoorao:r~ 'llh.ioh 

he outlined to 111} destroyed by the onmarch of COJII!lunil!la? Hi• a~ •• that in the 

necessary' social strug,:tle one couldn't Make the: distinction ttaubi tott {imetfi.atel;v}; 

that one would have to ~ke it later (thon!dl he didn't and conldn't ,ake it clf:!ar nhon 

and how) and besides, he said, not all members ot the COIL 1mre oomunists {whioh is 

~ but haa nothing to do 'With the qu"tion.) 

In other lft>rk&r, juet as tllt Ghan.dianl who talsely maje a uni veraal pan

acea out of their non-'Violent tactic, do not realile tM.t t1le technique cannot "JPJ:rk 

and ia aelt-dereating and a vain •acritice Yhen applied to people 'Who are _.en11f.~ 
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amoral (like the Na1ia and the comn'.ltlists), t.hl::t sa·L11t doesn't realize that the 

;prinOiplea 0£ 'brother:q loVe baaed ~;pon the origir,al p,oapels also will ~.Ot· lf'Orlc 1fith 

tbeae people and that it is mere~ a hollow r.lockery to ima~e •o• 
Itts really difficult to say positively" whether one basically ... in a 

balanced View - should pa.t him on the aicle of the angels or the defila. It dependa 

llhich 'Will devell in ti!lw r.1ore, his st>rostt or M.s "cons•. Cert.tin~ he's ha'll\ll18tinf'r 

a"fAly at +.he central. a.:>oial proble;n in fta1y 'When he goadls the Government and ita .... ~;'lll· 

re the social selfish/ness o:r tOO ititbstrialists bnt he's terribly ~z;or t)n the r,reatea 

danf!er facing !tal;r and the lJY')rld, vii. communism. If f)~e oap or sentimP.ntlll unrea'Lun 

can b~ rcncvcn frJn. this basic Christ:l.an h;•!l".&n~st., H' t:a e&n be Jrvf:ten to se~ that iilra 

it is necessary to raove the excr~sc ... necs in his in('rylo.._-:r e't'~en&red bv r.5s wrealiem, 

then he can be of (treat valn.e._ I£ not, the!'. }"-a ean br. a ttreat danper. And who ~an 

predict 1d th !+:~l·ians :t"!d saints which ro~d the? wlll take? 

n - Yr. 1\eed, ;'"ln. con. Ceneral 

'Hoth:lng too mu.ch1 r~al'J.:t-" a ".~r.od.,.rat.e 1-'ntatott. Hera £o;u- years; Rose 

spt*:s the langDate brtter, I thL"lk I even dt'l. Re knew very 1i ttle ::incl 'W&s very little 

interested in the 11labor question"; indeed h~ 1 ~erl to Ciclegate that to J1ia \•ice-consul 

11ho ?r:ir; th~a Facc1 had bMn in contact ldtb. l3acei, who knows practicAlly/e"Verybod;r 

in Fltr ~ae had never even mvet him oncP. His basic lack of interest wns accentuated 

by the .faot +hat. he was practically ~_;m his way out; next month he [':fles to Johannesberg, 

s. A:rrloa, where he will undoubtedly live a VP'J!Y easy li£e. He 1lU reall.y more inter-

ested in disc,wRin~ 1mrld probletltl and asked us s"m~ questions re Geneva. Bt1t both re 

world affairs a! well .,. Italian there lf"'lS nothin8 he said nff th~t be~tcn ~rac'k reall;r 

'I(Orth nention:i.ng. 

1!~ said he had soen t ~0 years :ln tbe Far r.oaat. and wa:r really an old 

Asian hand. That e$rtain1T wasn't reflected in his e')l')vPrsattnn by any par+J.cttlar 

insieht or l'dlat have you. 

E- Pirpone, 

:ntu •• the p:t.ce
1 

the lar__...gea11111t-p•la•n-t~i~n--F .. l•u•r•eaoe-1_wh_er•e-th
111

e_own_er ... a-· 



• -~--- ..... 5-
I, • ' ~~~ .. '- ~ t~~~\.,J~~l!,; ~~'~ ~~i 

· audden.ly annmmaed last year that the;r were goin~ to c•• dom. 

ktlr$. !a P.:tra raiaed auoh a howl, J18de such a national i~rau• or it, literally hounded 

the ttovernment ao tirel.earar)T that •OJtethin~ na r•lly don• this tilne. tl'he plant, you 

r(llnt«!ber,. "Was at t'rat •occupi.ed1' by the 'WOrkers {about this I wrote you a long ........................ . 

Anyway~ he pot the plant to be tinal]J' reJ)pened thongb it has nOll' about .~oo workers 

less 'Who have hen •taken care" o£ in one l""..inor way- or another. 

'lhe plant at pre.rent is one of the best in Ital;y. '.!he relations between 

the JMnagement and worker~ is .11 tor Italy, approachin;; what we nrirmt call American 

•tandards. CISL has a majority o£ the plant. .~.he chief' tOJ:.'lr:u..."tl.st tro .... bleru.akers have 

hen •rP.moved11
• In this senae, therefore, it ia a test re Acerica.."' al:, £>.:r llSta,'1aE:. 

As I told :rcu we hlld a thorough discussion of theproblems in the plant. ~ince the 

eomtttmists are in a mnor:Lty th•'re always J.ookinlS !or sometbi."'l~ bftd ":.o te able to 

pcunee unon. and ao tum matter• in their ravor. In this conneotion the l1'!&na~ement of 

t'h~ 'Plant tndicated that in about 6 months t.hey 110~d have a problem m theil- hands, 

that one departl'!lent 'With about 200 workers in it would r)lve to shut down for lack of an7 

m.ore 'WI :rk, and eouldn.' t I help. 

T proJIIised to take it up with 'raaca. I iiid 'When J r~turned. T. told me 

that there 'W8S a very ~ood chance that Pipnone nuld be given a Whoppin~ larP'e order and 

mi~h:t be made a octral plant in ~ope for production or oil-drillin~ mach.h1e.ry. I 

urged him to use his influence to help in realilin? this if' a t all possible. Ue pro

mised. In the meantU., I told Bacci re the matter and the roasible prospects, since he 

'WaS in ~OM attendtng the m•eting of the OISL Gen. Council. He was grateful ar.td said 

he Yould tran~mit the matte).' to Pignone upcn his raturn. 

P.S. - Nex.t (and last r-eport) will be S. re Beckts visit. H•w~ sent yo'l 

mde~ aeparate cover some photographs re sa•e• 

p,s. 2 .... Acknowledging receipt or ;roura n£ July .30th l'lhich arl·lvec yes

terday. '.today got a call1'roa the American Export J;inea off'erinl' us a eailinP.: on the 

lbth. We ~bbed it, tllmktull:r. "e arrive on the 23rd, Wefll be in the office on 

the 24th. • •'ll be rushed like t.lte devil now but we didn't 
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Rome, Aur-:ua t 2 ~ 1954 

Politically, aa steady as evor. ~·or one th1.r;g, (·ne of the ver;r 

few VJices here who has consistently estimated Geneva for what it was-

.~ sell-out-~ indicating the weakness in France~ th& co~plaeent optimism 

o:f the BX'itish1 the x-ae;rattable d1vis:t.)n S:;tOUti the Bit; !brae etc. He baa 

warnad against tho opaottr re the truo aggressive character or c,..,~mu'11sm., 

that Geneva was only a tri.)nch r~aohed by the Comm.ljnis ts to be used Jst.;r 

as a spriugboa:t'd :ror a furth.ar push. 

R$ E.D.C. ha had oorttlnued to bo ita :·1oat cwnsirtent mppot:ta:r, we 

against pussilanimity and dragging the feet he~e, and allowins rolnor mattGr 

llke fria~te to stand in the way. 
!-

2 - Pas·~~~€ 

Jlet with him. a num.be:t' o:r times, also at !.Ulan, Aft~H'' Morollits. 

.funeral.. Handled the Montana-Gelo bustness which I've alrendy rc~·orted on. 

Also reported to him on soa.a matte!J~ which he should l:now re rtlf meotings 

wi. th Fiat and Olivetti an~ ~aaoa. Ganerall.t 1 rap;.iort bet .. een us is better 

these day-t'l than previously. 

About that question you ~aised :t'e Pas• attitude ~oward Valetta: Yes. 

I think he is !light re his pe t..spective and ·worry about Val .. wanting to keep 

things under his thumb and the Fiat union 11 in his hand"; although I still 

would stress that the situation and the split in OISL forces {Pact oz:pall:tng 

some o:r the m:>st active memb.rs) would not have •x-laen had Pas not m.adtJ that 

origina1 mistake ot joining with the Communists in the General Strike ot 

last Decembel'. But that ls n~~ast, tht:t gap between CISL•UIL and the Com

aun1•t• hlta Widened, the atmosphere b ,tween CISL and UIL is reltliV'ely bottet-

(tho t :far tx-om perfect by l!, long shot loGrned in Florance) artor tf 



,.. . • 
"Oonglobam:ento• agreementJ and the necessity to unii)' the CISL :toraea in FIAT ia now 

great~ then e~, AIJ I aaid.l 'I ldll again diacuss thitr 11ith both Va1;r and Pall. aa 

aoon •• I can. 

3 - Viglianeei 

Separ•te and a}:al"t !roll the 'Pl'elsure -..hich, togP.th.- or altme, Vanni, 

Gelo, Pu and I had put upon him re the B.ru.aaels' meeting and the q;t1est:ion o:r unifi

cation between and two organizations (.as reported to :you), l' met with hill subsequently 

again and alone and awlied Jome more nressure, He •sstJred me thst the Exeentive of 

the TJIL lfil~ siJ7.!1. the dnaument propcsed by 'C!SL at :Brtesell1 llbich will "brin~ Baek• 

the aituaticn o£ the •Friendship Pact" days or February 1953. Re unification, he 

•aid he though the present ai tuat.ion and atmoapherflt betlf'een itbe two t>:r~zattona 

(after •conglobamento•) much better than tor a long ti11le and that developnenta :in 

the near future (political as well u labor)1 assuminp: good will on the part or t.he 

two organization•, oujb.t to improve the situation even Jnore and put consideration of 

the poss:llility ot unification on the practical order or the rtay. In this connection 

he said it 'WOuld help it the TJit got some proof from the AFL re 0111"' not discriminating 

against the and considering ths on a par with erst. 
This latte:r, ,.,f a~ll"Se1 -war an old story' and I didn't let h~ll' ~et .,..,.. 

"With it. I rsinded b:im or hit attack a~inst the AFL and told Mm it •s atupidJ 

aecondly, that he knfl!'lr the position of the AFL re CISL, that we considered it the basis 

for unification ot all anti""''oammiat. trade \ltlicm f01'Cell in TtalYJ thirdq1 that no 

oa:taide or,anization like the AFL1 •o matter h01f powerful or interested or p,ood:•'rrllled, 

could bring unification in any country' or any existing divided movement; t.hat it us 

••entiall.y th~~apon~ibility of the forces inside each com'f:.17 to aee to :tt that. 

btoeaoh• 'Wre h .. ledJ that he •houlmt t put the cart before the horae, i.e., it the 

UIL •howed ita aino .. eit;r and re~ponaibili ty re the no •lri.endlhip Paot•1 Yhich Vi g. 

nmr ollli.Md the ExelutiTt 1JU rta~ to .J.1P11 thllft the attitude of the AiL, 1Jbich he 

pr•tAtnded at the pr .. ent ti• to tind too reeernd re tbe UIL, Jdght cbange in a 

directim aore to 1111 liking. 
'• .· "~ I.··-" ',:·y.r f.'!; g 
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Vig. or cottt1U!1 as always, ia a aJio~ talker and one must al-ways take 

him 1t'i th a wain n£ 1altJ> 0!' course,-,;, hen he 18yat tt ••• discrimination or the AFL 

~ .. U!l:l', I know 'What "pr•otie&l• ~opo•1tionl he h .. in mind. Wewrtheless_, it is 

~d to have ttl record his expreaaed 4tt1tude and promise (which he made to me at the 

end) that rrrL lft)uld abide loyally by the new ~ot about to be signed, sealed and &1-

J.ivcaed. We can alwa~ hold it mder his nose. 

1t.- Rashid 

?he new rndone:.ian Ambass•dor here (1dto replaced Suka:rd;jo). 'He is a 

TSI man and a decided change ror the better. .or cour$e, his ffschisophrenic cnnnition"1 

i.e., his beinp, an o££iclal representat; ve of a r.overnmf!llt line and a r.!Cr.lbe:r nf a PAU"V 

in oppo•i tion (which he shares) to thltlllle, was apparent at the befinninf! m-en he 

sparred l'lith ae rather cautio1tal1. But I quickly removed that ttbarriertt and talked 

llith hirr aa "man to man", o!t the :recol"d ;JS it were. Details I do not have to go into. 
VflrY 

I expressed our vielfPoint/t!rml¥ and stresa d the dangers to lndoneaia in ~view or the 

bad internal aituation,- the idiocy ot the FBI, the pla)'ing around with the cOJIII!lUniaw -

•peiallT dw the buJip •t Gtnna. I arned him tlatlT that Indceda 1IU 011 tb 

U.e table or the ooswnuniata. He arr.t!'fs really. one thing he did tell :me, that the 

various leaden h1.t~h up are definitely beld'J"\ninR to be worri•d about the aituation 

(high tiMl) and wo~der about the repereusit'lns in :r.ndonesia of Pekingts success at 

08'1eva. He •peoially l!lentioned trat-t.a (incidentally, tt ve seen some statements of t.lte 

latter recent~ bearing this out). It l(BJ interesting that he :raised 'With me s•onething 

which ,-ou a:toe told me you tried to do -in Yain -nth our inaena:itive of'"ficial 

acenciea, i.e.,_ an invitlt\ton by' our Govern•ent to Sudamo to visit the u.s. Re 

auggeeted, i:f' at an possible, that it should be done now. It's a good idea, of course, 

although now, eTen if' your could convince our ltUh. big.«tg~. of same, in JI!T opinion it 

would be much more difficult given the present Alian aa wtll as Indonesian attnospheree, 

tc get Sukarno to aecept than it 'Would han bMn long ago. An:r obanoer 

I leamed that the ll .-n biro, 1'D.ln, i• • .-ber or the Jlaajllld. md 

a neph• of llblir. He may b~_o:r_ ~t val~lWI ·.~~ecmtaot hire. ~--W::l be-~~~~~~~~~ 
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August 1, 1954 

Yo'Ul:' telegram received yesterday; m.any ilanks. I rm dal:'n sol:'ry it 

didn't eone a day ear~iel'J we had thr:tt res&rvatiol'l :ror the Blst o.f.fared 

us which we tumed down. Attar ):aeceiv!pg the telegram wo rushed down again 

but it was alread! tJo late; it ~~d been gobbled up. 

i!e t.\l'e in nv positiCliJ. at this lata date to ask for anything.. As 

we told you,. the:r•e al'e three main sailings 1)n thti 14th., 21st and 23:t>d and 

we are on the list ror all, We would infinitely, now7 prete:tt it later 

ra the~ than e~~rllet> sine e,~~ with soma 1mp'>rtant nnf!.n1s hod business. and. 
l. 

the Riesel~ and Beek here (and Ella and 3ert arriving cn the 9th) wo•ll 

be tul':t:>ibly rushed fo:t> time; but worre in no position to choose. Altho:ggh 

wet~ do our darndest to trJ to gat a booking at th~ latent dato, we'll 

si•:1ply have to teke lblchavel' o• .. ss tb.t>ou;:h f!rnt; wa cantt tGk9 a ch~nce. 

I wlll let sou know ae soon as snyth :.n~ oo{iles t"!-,l'o!J£;h. 

Beck and hi.s s·:m .• and E<lehayfitz, hte public relations man and "gui 

arrived late la8t ni~ht. ~heyrre staying at the same hotel as Vic wh~, 

oJ: co~se, know tht.1ro.. About midnight la~t night the Rieselo, Rot~e end I 

bumped lhto Choyfitz in ~1e lobby; (Beck was a~eady esleap) and we chotted 

togathor until 2 !-..:,i. I havo lo£<l;ned already, a [~ooc.1. donl. There will be 

tin nintttr&uttng" &t1Jl'Y to tell r-e .)eck and his lnc:t""easing 8 !.:-:tnrn~.tional 

sensitivity"• 

I':l running down now to n:t·Jet Beck fo:r tha ft:ttst time (f'or breakfast). 

Mo~e later. 
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:REPORT FRCfl !'l"AL! ,, July 30, 1954 

Returned from Florence yesterday to:flnd yours of the 21st 'Wiiting far 

me. Tt certainly lea'Ve• "tUf up in the air and lei dOlll. Another offer ot a 

possibility of' a sailing fin the 21st of August came through today but we had to 

turn it down. 'Ibis cantt keep up;much longer because then they'll just not otter 

ua anything. I jqst don't know what to aay. •*e know all your problems, dit£i

culties:, tronbles, bo.t still cant t understand why a decision takes so long. I 

just can't keep on carrying my heart on my sleeve. I'm terribly worried re 

jaw.; am hoping nothinP" ser:tonsly is the Mtter and we•ll oerta;nly have to r-et 

home soon to look iTito it. We•re as concerned and disciplined aa thJt4'text ~Y~l)", 

probably more so, but, really •••• 

'While in F.I.orence .tound timP- tn'Write (on paper) a reoort of s001e of 

the il!lpotttant conferences we had and n11 the trdn-ri,:Je hNne lfl'ote up our 'll'J.orence 

trip. Som.e interestin~ and important mat+ers t herP. 'Rut l!ettinp, rmt these two 

reports will llllve to nit on available t1m.e ~i.nce we were piled 11'"' 'flith thin~ 

'When we arriYed beoausez 

1 ... Three-day conterence of ClSL General Council bep,an yesterday. 

2 - Found a telegram wai tmg tor me from Irv re DavMeckt a aominff here 

tor a fa da)'8 and had to.-range sane appointments for- Ilia. Have already done 

so. Will also, I gu.esa, have to lquire him around to the extent that he llllnts 

to be wquired around. 

3 -Had to take up adme matter• ldth Taaca (already" have seen h1m today) 

"' 4- !our .friend, ~ieselta in t011n tor a Yeek. !hat will take st'm.e 

our time also. 

******** 
He other points: in your noter 

• - Re that article ot Matthew in 1:he "".Y. 'l'lllea" I bad alrP.ady seen 

it (wh:l.le T WRS up in l'ilan attenning to Alorellits fUneral) and bad (!i:Ven the 

piece to Pastor•• Had tugp,etted praetieally the sue thin~ to Pas. a~ you di(l• 
1 •• ~-... ,~. ~ 
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I saw him aFQin this morning and told hill re 70'n:' sur11eation.s and explained the 

manner in which it 1mnld be desirable to h~ve it done. He aereed and wtlldft'%7 

Jft:mr anp,..estions out as soon as time permits. T 1fil1 also try t~ see •fatthews . 

personally dllt'ing tha next period or time and have a "Ohat" with 1-dm. 
l. 

b- I will ma~e f'urther inquiries re this red-hatted man 'Whose name is 
1. 3 . 

so similar to Vanni's second and see 'What I can dig up re h~ relations to Nen. · 

inside the august mystical prioincts. 

Don't get worried tr you don't hear !rom me for sane time. In View 

of the above, you "Will understand. Remember, I'm alWays kicking aroand and lfill 

have things to ten you. Will get them out aa soon as humanly poasible. 

P.s .... You nevex" acknowledP-ed my report on Geneva. Ju.st want to 

knO'f! that you got. it. 

P.l. 2 -Well, 11ow does this new FOA L~bor adv:kory sett1p to Stassen 

arreot ns? Some more "complicati~"~nt" and criss-cross currents? 

P.S. ,. -You will have set'!n my remarks re Vorelli; 
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The Conversion of a Communist 

The intimate story of how a famous translator came to leave the party 

By Bertram D. Wolfe 

I FIRST became aware of Samuel Putnam through his 
translations from Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 

French and other tongues into English. "There is neither 
recog~ition nor monetary reward in translation," he 
once wrote. "It is probably a compliment when a trans
lation isn't noticed." But his translations were so sen
sitive, so right, so amazing in the variety of languages 
and the range of taste, that I came to know his name 
and to think of Samuel Putnam as one of those rare 
writers whose genuine vocation is translation. 

He had fallen in love with the languages and letters 
of foreign lands i~ his childhood in Rossville, Illinois. 
He learned his first words of German from a Bavarian 
shoemaker at the age of 9; read the forbidden Rabelais 
in a hayloft at the age of 12 and, the same year, began 
to study Latin and Greek; won a scholarship to the 
University of Chicago as a result of a translation from 
Latin while a high-school student; failed to take a de
gree there because of the ill health which dogged him 
all the days of his life; studied at the Sorbonne from 
1909 to 1914, made Paris his mistress, edited an ex
patriate literary review, wrote poetry, art and literary 
criticism, biography, literary history, articles on sexual 
pathology; and, handicapped by frail health, tubercular 
lungs and other illnesses which caused him to spend a 
good part of each day flat on his back, he did over 50 
translations of novels, plays and poetry, including 
Rabelais, Aretino, Pirandello, · Belinski (from the Rus
sian), Silone, Cervantes, Huysmans, Cocteau and the 
Marquis de Sade. At 57, he began the study of Rumanian 
to explore yet another literature for America. 

Early in 1944, I reviewed The Road to Teheran, by 
the historian Foster Rhea Dulles, for the New York Her-
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ald Tribune. It was a history of the relations between 
Russia and the United States from the time of Catherine 
and the birth of our republic to the moment when Stalin, 
Churchill and Roosevelt met at Teheran. Only the last 
chapter troubled me because it was faintly tainted with 
the Grand Alliance illusions which boded ill for the 
planning of a decent peace. I hesitated, then decided that 
the book was so good that a polemical analysis of the 
last chapter would be unjust to the work as a whole. I 
decided to say nothing about the last chapter, concluding 
my review with the words: "unreservedly recommended." 
Because of its timeliness, the Herald Tribune took my 
brief review of a scholarly book and, dressing it up with 
an imposing picture of Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill 
seated on the portico of the Russian Embassy at Teheran, 
gave it the entire first page of the Sunday Book Review. 

A few days later, a friend sent me a clipping from 
the Daily Worker. It was a literary column, apparently 
a regular feature of the paper. "Here," it said of The 
Road to Teheran, "is one book we don't have to read, 
because it was favorably reviewed by Bertram D. Wolfe 
in the Herald Tribune." The column was signed Sam 
Putnam! 

A few days later, my correspondent sent me another ·· 
clipping from the Daily Worker. This time, it was from 
the "Letters from Our Readers" column. It contained 
two letters that had every appearance of having been 
cooked up in the office of the paper. The first praised the 
literary columns of Sam Putnam, urging .that they be 
reprinted in pamphlet form to show writers and intellec
tuals the Communist attitude toward culture. The second 
letter read: 

"So! Sam Putnam says that The Road to Teheran, 
by Foster Rhea Dulles, is a book we don't have to read 
because it was favorably reviewed by Bertram D. 
Wolfe in the Herald Tribune. It's a pity Sam doesn't 
read the New Masses, for if he did he would ·find in 
the latest issue a warmly favorable review of two
and-one-half pages by Corliss Lamont." 

The letter was signed: "Puzzled Reader." It must 
·have produced a very puzzled Sam Putnam. Obviously, 
the party nabobs had decided to push the book because 
of the self-same last chapter which I had decided to 
ignore. Sam Putnam had condensed a book without read
ing it because it had been favorably reviewed by a 
writer of whom he knew only that party leaders had 

The New Leader 



Nehru, at whose insistence V. K. 
Krishna Menon's notion of bracket
ing Communism with "anti-Commu
nism" was accepted, does not look 
upon the Soviet and Western camps 
as rigid, water-tight systems, mu
tually exclusive and incapable of 
"peaceful coexistence." His foreign 
policy, therefore, consists in attempt· 
ing to bridge the gulf between the 
two blocs. For this reason, Nehru 
does not believe in developing a 
"third force" strong enough to re
sist the pressure of both. He feels 
that, if China is not "provoked" but 
allowed to have its way in Tibet and 
given UN ·recognition, the non-Com
munist countries of Asia have noth· 
ing to fear. No other Prime Minister 
at Colombo seemed to agree with 
Nehru, except Sastroamidjojo of In
donesia-whose reasons for project· 
ing the Communist line at the con
ference will be described presently. 

By bracketing Communism with 
"anti-Communism," Nehru was sug
gesting that politics in Asia is being 
governed by a kind of Third New
tonian Law-all actions producing 
reactions-and that both Communists 
and "anti-Communists" are culprits 
in this respect. No effort was made to 
define "anti-Communism," or to 
clarify whether it meant American 
efforts to stem Soviet influence, the 
anti-Cominformism of Belgrade, or 
the resistance of the independent 
Socialist movement the world over. 

The real significance of Krishna 
Menon's characterization of Commu· 
nism and "anti-Communism" as 

BOOM 
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identical evils was this: It thwarted 
the attempts of Pakistan and Ceylon 
to forge the necessary · sanctions 
against further Communist expan
sion in Asia. The resolution reduced 
the Communist threat to something 
more academic than real, on a par 
with another "evil," anti-Commu
nism, and so there was no question 
of taking steps against it. 

The l'onely furrow India was plow
ing became .clear when the Indian 
delegation declared that Communism 
was an ideology and no more, and 
that any expression of a positive 
opinion on it was tantamount to 
taking sides in the cold war. Even 
Burma differed with this view. Burma 
knew, better than any other country 
represented at the conference, what 
Communism was and how it dis
turbed the peaceful progress of a 
nation. That left India in the ques
tionable company of Indonesia, 
whose Prime Minister was present at 
Colombo primarily to gain tempor
ary political advantage at home. 
Sastroamidjojo's coalition in Indo
nesia is dependent on Communist 
support for its precarious existence; 
a general election is due early next 
year. Therefore, he often went out 
of his way to toe the Communist line. 

In this connection, charitable 
critics have set great store by the 
Prime Ministers' reaffirmation of 
their faith in democratic institutions. 
But the conference refused to counte
nance any move for collective secu
rity in the region; it failed to forge 
closer economic and othe:r; links 

among the various nations; it put 
Communism on a par with what was 
called anti-Communism. Thus, its re
iteration of faith in democracy 
amounted to no more than lip-serv
ice. Surely the Indian Prime Minister 
would not show the same com· 
placency toward the Communists in 
India that he advocated toward in· 
ternational Communism. 

In this, the declaration only be· 
trayed the extent to which Nehru 
lent his own schizophrenic char
acter to the conference. Addressing 
a public meeting in Bombay a few 
weeks before the Colombo discus
sions, he reprovingly referred to 
the fact that Malenkov and Mao Tse
tung were honorary members of the 
Politburo of the Indonesian Com· 
munist party. Earlier, during an 
election campaign in the South In
dian state of Travancore-Cochin, he 
called the Communist red flag the 
emblem of Russia. The Indian Prime 
Minister was, on both occasions, de
scribing Communism as an inter
national conspiracy against democ· 
racy. Once he was outside of India, 
however, Nehru found it no more 
than an ideology. 

Summing up, the conference 
achieved neither unanimity of opin
ion nor closer regional relations. If 
it was meant to console the five coun
tries that, though they were not in
vited to Geneva, their opinions also 
counted·, such psychological satisfac
tion was doubtless achieved. Beyond 
that, the conference was all platitudes 
and polemic. 

SPLITIING HEADACHE 
According to a London report, there is a boom in the .hullet

proo/-vest business, especially /or politicians of Europe, the 
Middle East and Asia.-News item. ; • - -

The British, objecting to "fissionable" as an Americanism, 
prefer "fissile" as an atomic term.-News item. 

It used to be that diplomats 
Were known by gleaming tall silk hats 
And won our awed, admiring glance 
With cutaways and pin-striped pants. 

But styles have cltanged. Today the vest 
Denotes the diplomat well dressed, 
And, such the times, as it is stated, 
The fashion plate is armor-plated. 

June 7, 1954 

Another split besides the split 
In atoms is developing. 

Our good allies have thrown a fit 
And angrily are yelloping. 

The Russians, meanwhile, work away. 
Their pile of bombs is mounting. 

Just what they call them, they don't say
They're far too busy counting. 

-Richard Armour 
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attacked him. Thus, Samuel Putnam, the sensitive and 
conscientious scholar, was brought face to face with Sam 
Putnam, the party-line literary critic. Two souls in one 
breast were suddenly forced to confront each other. The 
resulting dialogue, inaudible to the spectator, puts an 
end to Act I of this little drama. 

A week later, the Books Editor of the Herald Tribune 
sent me a new hook to review. It was Os Sertoes, trans
lated from the Brazilian Portuguese of Euclides da Cunha 
under the title, Rebellion in the Backlands, "with intro
duction and notes by the translator, Samuel Putnam." 

It turned out to be a great book-to my mind, one of 
the two greatest books on sociology ever written on the 
American continent. Published in Brazil in 1902, it was 
soon recognized by Brazilians as rwsso livro supremo
"our finest book." As I read it, I was inclined to pro
nounce it a livro supremo of the Americas. Written in 
a turbulent baroque prose always bordering on drama 
and poetry-"a monstrous poem of brutality and force," 
Euclides himself had called it-and filled with Brazil
ianisms, regionalisms, Negroisms, Indianisms and all 
the intensity of the human and geological inferno that 
was its setting, Os Sertoes was a work to tax the skill, 
patience and artistry of the best of translators. My re
view exalted the book and praised the translation and the 
translator. 

At that point, Daniel Bell, then an editor of the 
NEw LEADER, now labor editor of Fortune, took a small 
part in the drama. Under the heading, "Dilemma of a 
Literary Hatchetman," he told his readers the story of 
my review of the Foster Rhea Dulles book and Sam 
Putnam's reaction thereto. Then he cfted my review 
of Rebellion in the Backlands, adding: "Here's another 
book we don't have to read because it has been favorably 
reviewed by Bertram D. Wolfe in the Herald Tribune." 

Here we let the curtain drop on Act II, with Sam Put
nam and Samuel Putnam still engaged in a troubled 
internal dialogue. 

For two years, Samuel Putnam labored over another 
·great Brazilian classic, and early in 1946 he r>:roduced 
The Masters and the Slaves, a translation from the 
Portuguese of Gilberta Freyre's Casa Grande e Senzala. 
Casa Grande is the "Big House" of the master, and 
Senzala the slave quarters. Freyre uses them as symbols 
to suggest the original cultural antagonism and social 
distinction between masters and slaves, blacks and whites, 
Europeans and Africans over the span of three centuries, 
and the gradual closing up of that social distance by 
mating and intermarriage and democratic class fluidity 
in the course of the formation of the Brazilian nationality 
and "cosmic race." The book is as vast as Brazil; the 
author broods over the birth of his land and people until 
he is "able to feel the life lived by our ancestors in all 
its sensual fullness." 

As if to remind Sam Putnam of my existence, the pub
lisher adorned the jacket of his new book with a quota-

June 7, 1954 

tion from my review of the earlier Rebellion in the Back
lands. And the Books Editor of the Herald Tribune, 
t~ereby reminded that I had reviewed the other work, 
sent me Masters and Slaves. I ended my article: 

"I cannot close this review without a tribute to the 
translator. This is the second time that Samuel Put
nam has made available to us a great Brazilian master
piece that is at the same time a masterpiece in its 
genre and in the literature of our time and hemis
phere. . . . In both cases, he has wrestled with an 
enormous vocabulary of Brazilianisms, Indianisms, 
Africanisms, and has given these masterpieces a style · 
that·closely approximates their originals, yet has com
parable literary quality in our own language." 

Curtain on Act III. 
Thenceforward, fate willed it. that Samuel Putnam 

should be continuously linked up with me and his name 
with mine. He did a Brazilian novel, The Violent Land, 
by Jorge Amado; a Mexican novel, Yo Como P obre ... , 
by Magdalena Mondragon; a brief history of Brazilian 
literature, and a survey of four centuries of Brazilian 
writing which he entitled Marvellous Journey. Each of 
them came to me to review. 

At last, in the third year ·after our first strange 
encounter, he did a Portable Rabelais. This was a field 
in which I have no special knowledge, and here at last 
was a book which should not have come to my desk. 
But I received a copy all the same. On the flyleaf were 
inscribed the words: 

"For Bertram D. Wolfe, 
A critic who has been kinder to me than I deserve, 

Samuel Putnam." 
I sent the giver a note of appreciation, telling him 

that I was especially moved by the inscription because 
I thought I understood something of the background 
from which it sprang. With that began a literary friend
ship, and, though Putnam found the journey from his 
home in Philadelphia to New York too much for his 
strength, we got to know each other very intimately 
through an occasional exchange of letters. 

Here the little drama of the conversion of a Commu
nist might well end, but there is an epilogue. 

Early in 1948, one of the editors of the Viking Press 
called me up: "Bert, we'd like you to read a new transla
tion of Don Qzdxote. and give us your opinion." 

I expostulated that I was too busy with my own 
writing, that Qzdxote was too big a manuscript, that 
publishers did not pay readers enough for readings. 

"But you don't have to read the whole thing. Read 
as much or as little as you please . . . a single chapter 
. . . a few pages . . . enqugh to make up your mind. 
You will be the judge. Printing costs are so high, and 
this book is so big, that if you say it is merely a good 
translation we will not puolish; "but if you say, 'This is 
the translation of Don Quixote that the English-speak
ing world has been waiting for,' we will go ahead with 
publication. Let your conscience be your guide as to 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PACE 
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CONVERSION CONTINUED 

what test passages you select and how much you read. 
For your report we will pay you a hundred dollars. The 
man has worked sixteen years on the translation. !Je 
quotes your strictures on other translations in his pre· 
face .... " 

"Who's the translator?" 
"Samuel Putnam." 
Once more, a capricious fate had linked our two 

spirits! 
I read the manuscript with considerable trepidation. 

In his introduction, Samuel Putnam stated his translator's 
credo: 

"To come to grips with the author's mind, with 
what he thought and what he really wrote . . . to 
present it with the ,greatest possible fidelity, clarity 
and simplicity . . . to attain a style which, like the 
original, shall be free of affectation, colloquial and 
modern without being flagrantly 'modernized' ... com· 
bining textual fidelity with readable prose ... to over· 
come those obstacles that have inevitably been erected 
by time and distance as precious antiques need from 
time to time to be refurbished to bring back the or· 
iginal luster .... " 

My report to the publisher, my congratulations to Sam 
Putnam and, in due course, my inevitable review in the 
Herald Tribune confirmed that these high and difficult 
aims had been nobly carried out. 

That autumn, it was Sam's turn to read and comment 
on a book of mine. In a letter to me, he spoke for the first 
time of his conversion. 

"Others," he wrote, "will do justice to Three Who 
Made a Revolution as history and biography and 
English prose. There is one aspect, however, that I 
should like to mention to you which they will omit: 
the cold, cruel but invigorating clarity it brings to one 
who, like myself, knows what it is to have floundered 
for a decade and more in the Machiavellian mazes of 
the party line ... only to be disillusioned in the end
disillusioned and more than a little ashamed .... The 
value of your book for those like me lies in the fact 
that. by showing us the historical bases of our error, 
it restores something of self-respect and affords the 
hasis for a nf.w l'ltl!rt ..• , I w;~.nt tC'I exm:pc;c; mv per· 
sonal gratitude .... " ' · 
In December, he made public acknowledgment of his 

change of heart in a letter to THE NEW LEADER, in which 
journal he professed to find the spirit that he needed: 

"a deeply rooted faith in a progressively socialized 
democracy of our own type (by its very nature ever 
subject to improvement) together with a truly liberal 
attitude toward differing points of view and an in
tellectual spirit that for me had come to be summed 
up in the words of the historian Charles A. Beard: 
' ... walk lightly. Things are not so simple.' ... This 
come!:' as a great relief to one who, for nearly a decade 
and up to three years ago, out of misguided humility 
had forced himself to live in the stifling atmosphere 
of the party line with all its ruthless intolerance for 
the processes of the mind .... " 
On May 7, 1949, we finally had our first and only 

personal encounter. Accompanied by his wife, Riva, who 
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was also his lover, nurse, companion, secretary, cook 
' comrade-in-arms and mother of his only son, he made 

the difficult two-hour journey from Lambertville, New 
Jersey, his new home, to New York, to have lunch and 
spend a few hours in talk with my wife and me. I was 
deeply moved on contemplating his frail figure and re
alizing that this weak, tubercular man, who spent a good 
part of each waking day flat on his back, had managed 
to produce some nine or ten original books, hundreds 
of articles and poems, and fifty translations from per
haps a dozen tongues. Even then, he was full of plans 
for more translations and the study of fresh languages. 

That autumn, I went out to California· on a Hoover 
Library Fellowship to do research for the second volume 
of my history of the Russian Revolution. Though I was 
there on a Slavic Fellowship, Sam wrote to the head of 
the Romanic Division about me and I ended up with an 
appointment as Visiting Lecturer in Spanish Culture, 
giving a course in Don Quixote. 

On January 16, 1950, Riva Putnam wrote me: 
"Sam died, unexpectedly and without warning, of 

a heart attack yesterday, just an hour after he had put 
his finishing touches on the Cervantes Portable . ... 
He talked and planned with me until time for his 
nap, and he had lain down for only a few moments 
... he died that quickly. I am taking his body to his 
native Rossville, Illinois tomorrow .... I have wished 
and wished that you were nearer so that you could 
be there. . . . His dearest wish in case of death was 
to have friends who knew him and his work deeply 
speak for him, and he often said that the one he would 
prefer above all would he you .... " 
I want only to add the impersonal fact that in 1946, 

when the United States was badly in need of friendly 
neighbors, as it is today and always, the State Depart
ment sent Samuel Putnam, historian of Brazilian letters 
and translator of Brazilian masterpieces, on an exchange 
professorship to Brazil. He lectured on comparative lit
erature at the University of Brazil, made our own litera
ture better known to Brazilian intellectuals, was elected 
a member (I believe the only Anglo-Saxon member) of 
the Brazilian 1\.c,ademy of Letters, ar.d was awarded the 
Brazilian Government's Pandia Colgeras Prize for lit
erature in 1947. He would have served with equal dis
tinction as an ambassador of good will in any one of a 
half-dozen other lands whose literature and culture he 
did so much to make known to us. 

I have often thought of his conversion thanks to a book 
review, and of the complexity of the human spirit, as I 
have watched Congressional committees dealing with the 
youthful, or not so youthful, errors . . . or dreams . . . 
of former Communists. We might do well to remember 
that the human spirit is fearfully and wonderfully made, 
and that a Wise Man once urged that, in things of the 
spirit, more can be accomplished by coals of fire than 
by bullying. In any case, pur country is the richer be
cause Samuel Putnam lived in it, and in other lands, 
from 1892 to 1950. 

The 'New Leader 
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PAUL CROUCH - INFORMAN'1.1 

INTERNAL SECUliiTY - R 
SECURITY ~TTER - C 

January 22, 1953 

~r/~«\~5 
/ \6 ~ ~- Jl - t 

?-~',, ·/ ]' 

ny u~c-"ov' ......... ""'_,;,. ~v trr ..... .D·~rcu"tor d'atle': December 9, 
1952, captioned "World Tourist, 11 Raymond F. Farre.11, 
As.sistant Commissioner, Investigations Division, Immi
gration and Na~uraJ.iza~ion Service, furnished tnforma~ion 
to the effec~ ~ha~ PauJ.. Crouch, a consul~ant for ~he tmmi·
gration and Naturalization Service a~ Washington, D. c., 
had submitted a memorandum dated October a, 1952, to 
Robert L. Woytych, Officer in Charge, Immigration and 
Na~uralization Service, Washing~on, D. c., advising that 
from an examination of passpor~ photographs a~ the Central 
Office of the Immigration and Na~uraliza~ion Service, 
Crouch had been able to identify 105 Communist Party 
members or former Communist Party me.mbers known 'to. him 
personally. crouch spe-cified ~hat some were out of the 
Communist Par~y or that the present attitude of o~hers 
was in doubt and they may be working with agencies of 
the Sov·ie't gave rnmen t. 

Blank memoranda have been prepared concerning 
each person identified, and two copies of each of these 
memoranda are attached. 

RECOMJ~NDATIONS: 

I~ is recommended that the copies of the memo
randa be routed to the Supervisor handling the respective 
case files for necessary ac~ion. It is suggested tha~ one 
copy of eacn memorandum be furnished the office of origin 
i.n eac.h case. In some cases, it may be desirable ~o inter
view Crouch for additional information concerning the 
extent of his associa~ion with the individual mentioned • 
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IN REPL.Y, PLEASE REFER TO 

FlLE No. __ · ---

'iltttif.e'b itat.es !l.epatfm.ettf nf ·5-lltlltit.t.e 

Ili.eb.eral tllur.eau nf Jlnu.estigatintt 

Dltasqingtntt 25, :m. Qt. 

.Trmnarn JA, lr153 

RE:~'~==~~~==~~~~ 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
SECURITY MATTER- C 

r l employed asl l!or 
the Immigration and Naturalization Servi-ce at washington, 
D. c.,/ I advised the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service by memorandum 
dated October a, 1952, that from an examination of pass
port photographs at the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service central Office, he was able to identify the fol
lowing person as a communist Party member or former 
member known to him personally: 

Bertram D. Wol.fe, photopraph 1329. 

~~~--~/advised ~hat this person is definitely 
~~~~~ to him to be out of the Communist Party at the present 
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Swaddli·ng and the Russians 
··---··----. -----·-----~·-- ·--. ---·- ···- --- .. ·--·-.. 

Mr. Go.rer attacks 

Bertram D. Wolfe's 

criticisms of his 

swaddling theories 

on Russia- and 

Mr. Wolle replies 

By Geoffreyjcorer . 

IT IS NOT ?4Y CUSTOM to engage in 
argument with critics of my books; 

but Bertram D. Wolfe, in his article 
of January 29, "~waddled Soul 
~sian§,: has passed 
beyond criticism to misrepresentation 
and falsification. To keep the rec
ord straight, I should like to collate 
four passages from Mr. Wolfe~s ar
ticle with four passages from the 
hook he is pretending to criticize. 1 
have chosen these because of their 
relative brevity; there is hardly an 
accurate sentence in his article. 

Wolfe: "Mr. Gorer even feels that 
you do not have to be as highly self
conscious about that ignorance if you 
'attempt to describe the national char
acter of a society without being in the 
territory of that society.'" 

Gorer, p. 198: "I approach the at-' 
tempt tQ describe the national char
acter of a society without being in 
the territory of that society by the as
sumption of a highly self-conscious 
ignorance. This ignorance has to be 
much more self-conscious than in the 
case of fi~ld-work. • • .'' 

Wolfe: " 'According to one trained 
informant,' writes Gorer in one of the 

May 21, 1951 

few passages in which he deigns to 
let the reader know· the number of 
observations on which he bases a 
judgment. .. .'' 

Gorer, p. 14: "In all, I have had 
access to between 300 and 400 inter~ 
views. About ten per cent of these 
were with technically qualified in
fo:qnants . . . many of these latter 
were interviewed several times." 

Wolfe: "Stalin's .authority, we are 
assured on the basis of an ipse dixit, 
is of this kind: • . . he grows them 
carefully and tenderly, like a garden
er growing a favorite fruit tree. A 
truly touching picture .... " 

Gorer, p. 173: "Somewhat similar 
is Stalin's instruction to teachers: 
'People must be grown carefully and 
tenderly, just as a ·gardener grows a 
favorite fruit tree.' [Footnote refer- . 
ence to Yesipov and Goncharov's 
Ped,agogy, published in Moscow in 
i946, :from which the quotation is 
drawn.] A gardener may give his 
favorite fruit trees the best P.Ossible 
care, the most ideal treatment; but 
this can never imply a feeling of 
identity or equality between the gard
ener and what he cares for.'' 

Wolfe: "Forget that the Leader in 
the modern total state first makes un
ending war upon his own people he-

fore he drives them into war on other 
peoples." 

Gorer p. 191: "The leaders suspect 
that those they lead are hostile 
toward them, and they seek to divert 
this hostility onto other figures. If 
the leaders were to feel convinced 
that the mass of the population (or a 
sizable portion of it) were becoming 
disaffected from them and favoring 
some outside power, this might well 
exacerbate the leaders' fears and in
duce them to precipitate a war, as the 
most efficacious way of diverting hos· 
tility from themselves." 

Apart from general misrepresenta
tion, Mr. Wolfe's chief criticism ap
pears to lie in the fact that I did not 
repeat a number of facts known to 
every constant newspaper reader, 
even · so careless a reader as Mr. 
Wolfe. I assumed that the readers 
of my hook would be people inter
ested in Russia and aware of ma
terial in the public domain, and able 
to supply the context to the numerous 
allusions. According to Mr. Wolfe, 
-1 respected my readers' intelligence 
too much. He certainly does not re
spect his readers'; and I find it in
teresting that he criticizes my book 
in almost exactly the same terms as 
did the Soviet press, for example 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAC'B 



/swADDLING CONTINUED 

Red Fleet of May 14, 1950. The 
techniques of misrepresentation do 
not seem to be culturally limited. 

By Bertram D. Wolfe 

MY CRITICISMS of Mr. Gorer's 
I book were purely criticisms of 
meth5>d. The central point: was that 
Mr. Gorer was attempting to apply 
an unhistorical method~ derived from 
individual personality patterns and 
from closed, fossilized, 'tribal soci
eties, to a ,large political state, his
torically evolved and in a state of 
rapid historical evolution during the 
past thirty years, My other. maj.or 
criticism was that Mr. 'Gorer lacks 
the spirit which teaches a scientist to 
distrust his own pet hypotheses, and 
.to devise critical experiments or crit
ical questions in order to test, refine 
or reject his hypotheses. Singular to 
relate, Mr. Gorer says not one word 
on these crucial questions of meth
odology, neither to defend them, nor 
to reexamine them, nor to correct 
them. Instead, he chooses the un
wholesome method of personal attack 
on the man who raised the questions. 
Let us grant, for the sake of argu
ment, that his critic does not quote 
or summarize accurately in the par
ticu~ar pass~ges Mr. Gorer cites. How 
does that affect the central question 
of methodology? 1 • • 

Actually, two of Mr. Gor~;r's con
frontations of my summari~s with 
his original words serve only fo make . 
evident afresh the justice of my 
strictures as to method: 

I. Mr. Gorer's "self·conscious ig-
" . h norance concernmg t e country on 

which he is dogmatizing. My whole 
point was that one who writes on his-

. torical and political problems, and 
comes to conclusions on them, has no 
right to fail to master the entire body 
of historical and political literature 
on a country before he comes to such 
conclusions. No historically changing 
phenomena can be explained by 
means of a timeless and unchanging 
cause such as swaddling .. 

2. A lesser methodological criti
cism on my part was that Mr. Gorer 
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bases a number of generalizations 
concerning the Russian soul on in· 
terviews with a few people, anll gen: 
erally fails to tell even how many of 
his interviewees gave him his infor
mation. Mr. Gorer seems even not 
to understand that elementary social 
science requires such statistical basis 
for each judgment. He now quotes 
himself as having said that "In all~ I 
have had access to between 300 and 
400 interviews. About ten per cent 
of these were technically qualified· 
[i.e., 30 or 4·0]." Did he reject the 
evidence given by the unqualified? 
Did he accept it? Did he weigh it 
according to the degree .of qualifica
tion? Not a word. Above all, the 
fact remains as I stated it that "in 
only a few passages does he deign to 
let the reader know the number of 
observations on which ·he bases a 
judgment. . • ." He not only con
firms this in his letter, but seems not 
even to understand that each judg
ment should be statistically analyzed. 
His book bristles with sweeping gen
eralizations, but almost nowhere does 
he say whether he learned this or that 
from one, or ten, or thirty of these . 
300 to 400 interviewees. In the crit
ical passage where he tries to expl;in' 
how other peoples swaddle but don't 
produce "Great Russian souls," he 
specifically contents himself with 
"one technically trained observer."· 

3. On the Stalin quotes, since 
Stalin himself has said it, it is an ipse 
dixit-i.e., the "proof" of which Mr. 
Gorer makes such great use that it 
serves as the key to his central theory 
is that Stalin himself has thus de
scribed his "tender gardener's" care 
of his people. The fact that Mr. 
Gorer found this Stalin quote in Yesi
pov and Goncharov ill irrelevant. 

Mr. Gorer points out that he is 
aware that there is hostility among 
the led toward the leaders. But what 
conclusions does this awareness lead 
him to? I quote: 

"It is useless to try to make 
friends with, or win the sympathy of 
the mass· of the Great Russian peo
ple. . . • [If we try] this migh.t pre
cipitate war. . . . Ideological argu-

' 

mont' ••• ore a oomplote ''"''"~ 
time and ~nergy so far as the Great 

• Russians are concerned .. · ·" 
And in the chapter in which he de

rives the Leader cult from his swad
dling-clothes theory, he writes: "It 

' would seem as though this very great 
idealization of the Leader were a 
psychological necessity to the mass 
of Great Russians • • • it would be 
psychologically intolerable for Gt;eat 
Russians to live for any length of 
time without an idealized Leader, 
that a Leader is necessary to save 
them from political anarchy and 
personal disintegration." 

The .reader can now return· to· my 
review, and judge whether it pre
sents fairly Mr. Gorer's central thesis 
and the peculiar "scientific" meth
odology by which he arrived at his 
conclusions. 

,Just one word more. Since Mr. 
Gorer has tried the certainly unscien
tific method of discussion by an ar
gumentum ad hominem instead of ad 
rem (attack the critic, never mind the 
issues he raises) , it is also interesting 
to note that he ends with what is 
known in purge-trial literature as an 

, indictment by amalgam, seeking to 
link up my critique of his book with 
the purely ad hominem critique con
tained in Red Fleet of May 14, 1950. 
I took the trouble to locate that issue 
of Red Fleet and find that it calls Mr. 
Gorer's book a "Filthy Concoction," 
says that he wrote it to "satisfy his 
overseas masters and clients•• in Walt 
Street, that ·his main sources are "an 
old man who kept a brothel in Kiev" 
and a "faded ballerina who fled· with 
a police officer," and that his "mas
ters" ordered 'him "to blacken every· 
thing Russian and everything Sovi
et." This, Mr. Gorer sums up in the 
words: "Mr. Wolfe criticizes my 
book in almost exactly the same 
terms as did Red Fleet of May 14, 
1950"! What is there left to say 
except to agree with Mr. Gorer that 
"one should respect one's readers," 
and further to agree with Mr. Gorer 
when he asserts that "the techniques 
of misrepresentation do not seem to 
be culturally limited." 

The New Leader 
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•• Office Memc dum • uNITEJ ;s GOVERNMENT 

TO : 

'/r~oM , 
U1 

SUBJECT: 

Director, FBI ( 61-60$0) 

SAC, New Y~rk (100-9078) 
I 

BERTRAM D. WOLFE 
IS-R 

Rebulet to Boston dated April 2$, 1955, captione.d: 
11 INFORMANTS AND WITNESSES-IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE", 
which set forth :i,nstructions relating to the handling of a list of 
informants and witnesses discontinued by IN$. 

l/ 

INS has advised that it deems it advisable to discontinue 
utilizing the subject as an informant for the following reasons: "There 
was no evidence in the file of the subject ever cooperating to his 
fullest extent with this Service. There were, however, indic~tions 
that he had been reluctant to identify other contemporary Communist 
Party functionaries. Also attached to the infor-mant's file were 
a number of Federal Bureau of Investigation reports which disclosed 
quasi Communist-Socialist activity on the informant's part since his 
alleged expulsion from the ~mmunist Party in 1929." 

For the info:nnation of the Bureau - captioned individual is 
the subject of the following Bureau files: 61-6050 (IB-R) and 12.3-.5791 
(VOA & LGE). While it does not appear that he was ever a contact of 
this office in any capacity, this information is being submitted in 
accordance with Bureau instructions. 
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UNITED· ~-.:. -~ GOVERNMENT 

MR. A. H. BELMON'i'.;l DATB: August 9, ,6 ' 
'- .-~A-\J ~l J A,r} 9\_son~ r 

w. c. Sul~ {/ /~e~ \ 
,i" BelmofJA:--

PROM : 

TO 

, ,_.,. .. - Masop~ 

SUBJECTV.ff "SIX KEYS. T00T-HE .SOVIET_ SYSTEM" ,_.•:~:.:..._- -- ./. ~:~ons __ 

By Bertram D. Wolfe r•, / •• --:. 'I /' Rosen---
/ . Tamm --'--

Nease __ _ 

The above-captioned book has been reviewed by the Central~ . ~:~:~r~::m-= 

I 
Research Section. It is a consistent, logical, documented study of th~"- · Holloman-

nature of totalitarianism which has reached its full development in Soviet Gand~.C'..P 
Russia. q/4 
First Key: The Struggle for Power .(j Jf. :g;'/. . :, .. ,., 

A-;; The Struggle for the Succession .; ' < - · 
Altpower in the Soviet Union is concentrated in the "leader." Oth~rs 

get power onry;by emanation and delegation. At the· death of the dictator, there 
are no parties to establish a legal succession by electoral contest. There Js no 
moral code to restrain the aspirants to the succession from framing and killing 
each other. The real power levers in this struggle are the Party machine, the 

I secret police, and the armed forces. In the author's opinion, totalitarian difficulty 
is freedom's opportunity. The world is safer for the moment while a regime 
based on total force and total dictatorship goes through its convulsive struggles 
to solve the insoluble problem of a legal and peaceful succession in a system 
that know~eith'er laws nor peace. 

B.~ A New Look at that Soviet "New Look" 
Th~ Khrushchevs and Malenkovs and men younger still who. now form 

the post-Stalinist-:''collective leaders" are men Stalin gathered around him in his 

l
rise to perso:p.al dictatorship. The "new men" who have succeeded to Stalin's 
power are not· so new as they look to the uninquisitive eye for they are Stalin's 
men. What they bring to their drives is the fresh vigor of younger men and a 
fresh flexibility of maneuver. ,. · · 1·, 1 

:~ • • \. ft. ) 

- .· 1 ;.· ~-··· .A'\,.., II 
~ lA/' I I " ,,Iff~-'!_ J,.. 

Second Key: The Coordination of Culture \~- " .\ ·\ rn• Gjl"' , ... 
The lords of total power fear and detest whatever they cannot understand 

)and completely control. Thus, historians in the Soviet Union must rewrite history 
(to suit the lords. The theory that total power gives total knowledge has led 
Stalin and his successors to intervene in every field of culture and thought. 

l Their long-range .aim is the total conquest of the world. Everything that the 
Soviet Government does is done in secret. Secrecy in government means that 
every communist government is neither more nor less than a conspiracy against 

its o~ peopli('36/ . RECORDE~S (;,.!_,;.;~--;~_::. .~-~-: ~ l 
M.ffl.tl)t~r:p /., ~ i~J!\i~'1 . 
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Memorandum from ~C. Sullivan to Mr. A. H. Beb!nt 

Third K~y: The Worker in the Workers' State 

The worker in the Soviet Union must accept without discussion or 

/
referendum, without negotiation or collective bargaining, the "ukazes" (decisions) 
of the Council of Peoples' Commissars. Nothing can change his position or status 
except an order of his superibrS.1 These decrees are given little publicity abroad. 
By an "ukaz" of October 3, 1940, approximately a million young people between 

lthe ages of 14 and 17 were "called up" for industrial training. The youth 
-mobilization "ukaz" reflects the total militarization of the daily life and labor 
of an entire people. Inevitably the militarization of industry and severe life 
has reacted in turn upon the structure of the Red Army. Taken together, these 
decrees added up to an extreme militariz.ation of milit~y life and made the Red 

(
Army, from the standpoint of hierarchical structure, absolute command, and 
internal discipline, the most rigidly organized large-scale army in the entire world. 

Fourth Key: . The Two Types of Election 

I. The Most Democratic Elections in the World 
f#• 

The communist dictatorship has felt compelled to imitate many of the 
processes and the very terms that have emerged from centuries of struggle for 

fdemocracy. A totalitarian dictatorship is deeply aware of its perpetual 
illegitimacy. Its minority seizure of power by force represents a rupture of 
the fabric of legitimacy. 

IT. The Other Election: Men Stake Their Lives 
The other election is real, dangerous, illegal, and punishable by 

instant death or concentration camp. This is the election in which men can 
sometimes choose between communism and the unc.ertain freedom of the refugee 
and wanderer. In every communist land, men have made this choice. "They 
have voted," as Lenin said of the Russian peasant soldiers in World War I, "they 
have voted with their feet. " 

Fifth Key: The Kremlin as Ally and Neighbor 

Poland lies in an open plain between Germany and Russia. Russia
Poland-Germany: that triangle of relationships is the heart of Europe. When 
there is sickness there, Europe is sick, and the peace and order existing there 

) 

are a false order and false peace. The kind of Europe wheh will emerge from 
World War II is being determined. Poland has become the test for a normal 
and enduring peace. 

So far, China's nationalism has been a benign nationalism, an 
awakening of national self-consciousness and the desire for national freedom. 

1)William z. Foster told the Politburo of the American Communist Party in 1945, 
V"On the international scale, the key task is to stop American intervention in 
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• • Memorandum to Mr. fi. H. Belmont from w. C. Sullivan 

China ... the war in China is the key to all problems on the international front." 
In China there is the Kuomintang, led by Chiang Kai-shek, and the Chinese 
Communist Party, led by Mao Tse-tung. The program of the Kuomintang 
remains, as in the past, the onfy force for the defense of the territorial integrity 
and independence and for the eventual democratization and reconstruction of China. 

I
The program of the Communist ]?arty remains, as in the past, a program for 
Russian penetration, Russian partition, for the tying of China to a world drive 

· for power, for the ultimate introduction of a police-state totalitarianism. 
In China, the tide must be turned if we wish to stop the spread of totalitarianism 
and aggressive imperialism, and if we wish to delay, and if possible prevent, 
the outbreak of another world war, in which the captive masses of Asia are 
joined to the captive masses of Europe in a "final" effort to overwhelm what is 
left of the non-totalitarian and democratic world. 

Tito, Communist Party leader in Yugoslavia, is called the "puppy 
who is barking at the elephant" (Stalin). From Tito's communist camp come 
clear words of truth about Soviet imperialism and ruthlessness, which, when they 
come from communists, have mere effectiveness. This is the true crack in the 
:Kremlin wall of infallibility. Tito can anticipate Stalin's every move. He 
represents a struggle for the independence of his country against the Soviet empire. 

Sixth Key: The Nature of. Totalitarianism 

The essence of the total state is that it aspires to be total. The 
totalitarian state seeks to penetrate every aspect of life, assume control of every 
interest, undertake systematic organization of every activity, convert every 
individual interest and activity and every social interest and activity into a state 
activity. 

A review of Bureau files reflects that Bertram D. Wolfe was a member 
of the Communist Party from 1919 to 1929. He reportedly has been anticommunist 
since he broke with the Party. He has been the subject of an extensive investigation 
under the Voice of America program and the Federal Employees Security Program. 
'(123- 5791.; 61-6050) He· was subsequently employed as chief ideological adviser 
to the Voice of America. __ 
RECOMMENDATION: None. This is for your information. 
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DIRECTOR, F.BI(l00~3~74-34) 

SAC, NB\i YORK (l00-Sl7521ub23) 

.COMP.ftOS•N!W YORK 
Ilf.t'ERHAL SECURITY•O 

. . • 
U/2/55 

Rebua11'tel l0/4/55 .. wb1ch .authori&ed an interview 
With AB1WWI HELIBR -~ Sul•t 10/18/55, authori~ins 
interview. with BERmK WOLPE and. jOSEPH l'RJEMAH~ 

It baa been det«tndned that BBLX.mt bU 110ved 
:rrom hia torMr re11denoe and PWHntl7 re11de1 in 
Apartment J.]J), 56 s.v.nth Avenue~ NYC. Mr. DOBBS, Superin
tendent at 56 seventh Avenues Who baa prev1oualJ been 
utilized u a aource bJ the NYO, baa tdv.i•ed that HE::L.tBR 
is presently awq tor an indefinik per10d1 but that he 
:ta expected to return 1n the neal' tutuxte. .lXlB;BS atated 
that he would immediately ad vile the NYO upon HELLER' a return1. 

at which tiM H!LLITt W1U be inteM•wed in accordance with 
Bureau inatruction•., aa aset out in rere:reneed lirtel. 

Et.tort• ~ ~ing made to 1nternew JOSEPH 
FREEMAH and 1 t :La expected that this interview will be 
completed in the near tuture. 

llDTRAJl WOLPE,. 68 Montague Street, 131'0oklyn.,. New 
York, wu 1nterv1e.wed on 10/24/55.. bl' SAS J .L. JIIAM'IN and 
JAMES H, ERICKI.ZY, at which time be turnilbad the following 
intonaation :rep.rding lnttrnt.tional Publiaher.J co., Inc .. 1 
and 1 ta relationship w1 th publ1Jh1ns bOuae• in 1llB•1at l 

WOLFE stated that he baa no personal knowledge 
or any agreement between Inter.national Publ1ahera~ Inc., 
and ar~.y corporation or pe:rson in Russia. He atate\1 that 
International lubliaher• Co., Inc., wu or.t&1•l17 financed 

RM 
T"- :Bureau~l00-l2584){Al3RAHAJIHELIBR) 
l ,. Bureau 100·267~5}(.10~ PRBEMAN) 
1 ... !hlNau 61--QQSO) {.AllR.AHAM-~OI.U) 
l - Nl' l00-7758(~Cl2-l5) 
1 ... NY loo-58657(JOSEPH FJUmJfAH)(l2•15) 
l • NY l00·9078{118TJW1 WOLFE)(20-ll} 
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b7 A.A. Hltl.ER. .flOID Nlate4 tbl.t BELlER wu 1n the 
ewlance ot urta1n RUJ•lU aeaan and wt.a z:anted 
a ~·• !*Nit 1n 1tu11a, flW. Which bt der1V.U a 
aub•tant1al protlt,. 'lbieh be UM4 to tinanc• Xnternatioul 
PU'bl1uen Co., Inc. \iOLFlt atta~ tbat )1e did not bttl1eve 
Dr..:u&B ever 1ntl\WMd tbt opeat1on ot lnUftlatiOil&l. 
l'Ubllwn co.) znc .. ,J hot~ an: ft.lwrial n•wpo1nt.. 

:Re&ll'41ne: Mttr.ial whlth wu publlwbfd bJ 
lntel'M.,ional 1\tblilhlfrJJ. WO.f.IB lt&Hd tJ:ta\ ln W. early 
dall.w it o,Ptrated _,.or l••• u & t~M•J.anc• 9\lbli.b1n& 
houu :~ 1n that 1 ~ pubU.W 'both Cowauni1t w 110n.Co•rm.tr11at 
literature~ wo~n· •taw, tww'Hr.- \hat in abou.~ 1929. 
thtN- •• a cbanle ot poUoy an4 Inwftllltion&l Mll.ntra 
co." ll'le.# -4 to pubUan .non-c..unS.tt l1teratUM-
ar.4 e....a. to ap107 JU'WOM· ~ vu not a.....,.,.. of· the 
cr. worn alated*' 1bortl7 atH~ bit llroke with tr. 
Cf 1n 192$ .. A~ TRAC~Cf ~ h1la to do SOllie 
tranalat1on wb1oh be •• to ao at hOMe. 

Acool\Unc to wous, WCltTEIIBIRQ a4v.1Hil bD. 
.not to bnn; hia -.nuaor1pa to b otrtn or :xnwmational 
Publt.m.re. but to Mn<l tMa tn 1>7 8CMOM elM. jiOUI 
•tatd tbat 1n uool'41n0• 'id.tb fMCJl'1'!NIIl'(Gta tn•t~tiona, 
bt tent hia -.m.tacnpta to tlw Xnt.rnatlonal Pu.\)UIMN 
co •• Ine,.,t: otfloe.bJ' hl• ldt•, tor a ~ort ttM. k 
atatea .. howev.r.- that tb1• arra.n.-nt o- to the attention 
ot ttw cer,tral t0Jl11'littee. or the cP, and that mcwmmRa 
waa t.olt:l tct eea• hf.• HJ.at1onahlp lf1th tJOLI'.f: or he wo-u.ld. 
be \1..'1titr l'eriouc ttUJp1cton tl."CCt l'arty leld.•ra. 

WOUE ftlate4 tba\ it U hl• PtBOM.l opinion 
that atttn.~ tbt above 4banp ot pollo¥ in 1929,. that ~acow 
Uictate« lfb&t waa to be publ1wct b7 lntenw.t1onal Publ11Ml'll 
co .. Ji Inew ~ ttu;t;. tbat M hU no evidtnc• on wh1oh to bUe 
tbla op1n1on-. 

WOl..'n atated that he o:oea not dtalre to 
watlty t.c&\lH ot hle l1teraQ pot1,1on,. but atated tbl.t 
be WOUld tea.t;U7 u M< t«lt R&at hl• t••tblol'JI' MlB aperative. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: BERTRAM D. WOLFE 

)were anti-Stalinist but appeared to be in sympathy with the basic J communist philosophy of Marx and Lenin. In August, 1953, Charles M. 

~
oone, ,former Bureau Agent and then Acting Chief, Office of Security,· 
.s. Information Agency {formerly VOA) advised copies of Wolfe's 
cripts had been reviewed and did not indicate Pfolfe was procommunist. 
n 8/3/53 Fred Busbey, then Congressman .from Illinois, expressed 

) 

opposition to the emplo,yment of Wolfe by the Government in a speech 

f 

before the Ho·use of Representatives. On 1/28/54 the Civil Service 
J Commission advised Wolfe had been retained in his position; however, 
I he resigned in February, 1954. (lg3-5791-56; 100-15252-4l,p.l77; 
I 61-6,Q50-ll) -

Wolfe w~f3 i~t.erv:iewed by Bureau Agents on 9/10/47 regarding 

lli
his CP actigities and f~rnished some information but was considered 
by the interviewing Agents as uncooperative and not to be. trusted 
as a witness. {61-6Q50-24) On 10/24/55 he was reinterviewed and 
furnished in.rormation -indicating communist domination of the Inter
national Publishing Company, cited as the of.ficial CP publishing house 

l

by the House Committee qn·Un-American Activities, Report No. 1920 

I 

dated 5/11/48, p.80. He stated he did not desire to testify but 
would do so i.f he .felt; his testiTTJ.ony was imperative. ( 61-f&50, 
November 2, 1955) , , . 

. ' ' 
The Immigration and Naturalization Service advised in 1955 

ll)
that it discontinued T'!ol.fe as an in.formant because it was believed 
he had not cooperated to his .fullest extent and had been reluctant 
to identify other contemporary CP functionaries. {61-6050-26) . . 

Wol.fe has written several books since 1926. His latest 
book is entitled "Six Keys to 1Jhe Soviet System," which was reviewed 
in 1956 by the Central Research Section and found to be a documented 
study o.f the nature of totalitarianism which has reached its .full 
development in Soviet Rus,sia. {61-60.§0-27) He is the author o.f an 
article entitled "Marx on the Truman Doctrine,"· which was distributed 
by the Bureau to the field in 1954 in connection with the development 
of security in.formants. (100-3-99-1801) · 

:4Q:£;[0N: 

None. For the Director's in/ormation. 
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Tamm ____ _ 

Trotter ----
Nease ____ _ 
Tele. Room __ _ 
Holloman __ _ 

GandY'----

-Gates Expo.unds .Red. Po~itii(s, 
On Columb1a Unwerstty S(age 

".!f you a"~e a free mlm, :. o.<. \·,ill 
sign the (Thomas) petibou." 

Again, a questioner it1 the· 
audience asked Mr. Gates what 
he thought of substituting 
Polish for Russian troops in 
Hungary, He repeated that aU 
troops should get out of Europe. 

I 

By John G. Rogers John Dewey Society of Colum- in his two brief app~arances. 
John Gates, editor of "The bia, the orchestra was nearly Dr. Ja~es Gutman, chairman of 

Daily Worker," forbidden last full and there was a scattering the ph~losophy department at 
week to speak at any of the five in the balcony. By far the rna- Co_lumbla, the moderator, merely 

\ 

city colleges, appeared for nearly jority were students, both men ;sa1d that the late M~·· Dewey 
two hours yesterday on a Colum- and women, in casual dress and :w_ould have liked ~he Ide~ that 
bia University platform and carrying books. his n~me was asso~mte~ with an 
expounded his political views Issue Mentioned occasion of free d1scuss1on. 
Qefore a polite and orderly audi- The fact that there had been After eact;t of ~he t~ee speak
ence which made plain its anti- controversy over whether a er~ gave hiS views m :fifte~n
Communist sentiments. . . communist should be permitted mmute .talks, each had five rom-

Norman Thomas, the Socialist to speak before a college audi- utes for re~uttal, and then the~e 

II 
leader, and Bertram D. Wolf!(. ence was not greatly emphasized were questions from th~ aud.I
author and student of Russian yesterday on the blue-curtained ence. Many of the questiOns, m 
affairs, shared the stage of Me- stage at Columbia. iton~ or cont~nt, de!llonstrated 
Millan Theater with the forty- Mr. Gates made several men- nt1-Com~umst attitude, and 
three-year-old Communist editor tions of the issue. He used the 11 were a1med at Mr. Gates, 
and received enthusiastic ap- term "Fearful Five" for the Points in Reply 
plause frequently when they presidents of the city college 
e.p?eared . to score debating \vho, after specific. invitations .rut:ong the points he mac1G b 
pomts agamst Mr. Gates. o speak had been given him by reply· 

1 
--

Under Amer can commum::m Asserts Aims student groups at City College tnere would be other politic~ll 
A man who served more than and ~ueens College, agreed to parties "as long as the people 

three years in prison on a Smith ban h~m from ~ll five campuses. so desire'' but ultimately there 
Act conviction, now regarded as . Aga:m, he said th~t by J:ear- would be no need for parties. 
a leader in the so-called new mg ~.Im the Columbia audlen?e Communists have contributed to 
look of independence among had . struc.~ a blow f?~ the Bill American welfare in improve
American Communists, Mr. ~f ~~ghts. And satmcall~ .he ment of social security, Negro 
Gates insisted yesterday that Iefen~d. to peacef,~l. ~ransitwn rights and growth of unions. He 

I the American Communist party to. SO?,Ialism as the sm~s~er doc- had never in any way received 
is becoming· more democratic, is trme he would f1ave discussed any instruction from Moscow. 
not Russian-dictated, and is at Queens and City Colleges. General experience and many 
seeking to lead the country Controversy Avoided events including the death of 

By far the da,y's largest ap
plause went to Mr. Wolfe when 
he ticked off the list of new
born countries receivin-:r free~ 

)

dom through Western initiative 
since World War II, and then 
compared it with the list of. 
countries ''Ihich went und'-'r 
Russian domination since 1940., 
Seated at the rear of the stage, 
Mr. Gates did not look up during 
the applause. 

The Communist editor is 
bcheduled to speak at Columqia 

\ 

c;;ain today, at 3:15 p. m., ln 

I Harkness '£heater, undei' :J.u -
;jic0s of the Eugene V. D<:bs ~'c-
,,;,tv of the universitY. , 

Wash. Post and ----
Times Herald ~ 

Wash. News ----
Wash. Star---=---:-

"1 "' I N. Y. Herald ____.!,,..,._~---'--

Tribune 
N. Y. Journal-·-----peacefully toward a Socialist Mr. Thomas referred to the Stalin brought about change of 

Utopia. issue only once. He said he re- mind and "democratization•• of American 
Mr. Thomas and Mr. Wolfe gretted that he had to come to American Communists: ., N. Y, Mirror 

were bluntly suspicious of such "an institution not supported by , Mr. Gates twice ducked the ------
protestations and made clear in the public" to take part in the specific matter of getting Rus- N.Y. Daily News---
gcn':'ral their belief that Amer- discussion with Mr. Gates, and :sian troops out of Hungary. N.Y. Times ------
ican communism is. still part of th~n he dreyv a laugh when he; First, Mr. Thomas invited him n :.

1 
,>Wrr.if.ke' 

t~e pa~tern ~f _Russia~ ~ommu- said that thiS showed there .v:as .to sign a petition requesting ""1~\~L'tJ,:y.!;O<-"-~ . ~ 
mst Jmpenallsm aimmg at "some value in the competitive' such a withdrawal. He countered The Worker ,. .. ;/ 
world domination. system." by saying he would sign any pe- ~IJewk .

1
dd.A _Q 1.. .;r 

McMillan Theater seats 808 in M:. Wolfe avoided mentioning tition for the withdrawal of all '1'. ~f!...:J.O .. - fiJii' tl 
the orchestra and 458 in the the Issue. Robert Nozlck, treas- foreign troops-American -·or-~· r-----' ' • · . 
balcony. At the peak of ~ster- urer of the John Dewey Society, Russian-from Em·one. W!J.I'::e-
d<'Y~'J fo•um... sponsored by the did not mention the controversy upon, Mr. Wolfe told M1: .. Ga~O tM.§a,?el :'kt-AJ< 7 g 19 ,..~, 

. . t 1~ ,~ I; .. . t ., r or.~OROE0-5!1- .. . "1 
fl\.l ;;·: ~«-f<:: ·~;- -·. • 0 rl. u.:."r ·,ncx£fi:D9 . - ~~ 
·3- .;~·~- _, 1tf ~ 41~~~-·- . -
-.r~G- > ~%-1lf4~ ~ 
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Hereld Tribune photo by Don Rice 
COMMUNIST EDITOR AT COLUMBlA-There were some empty seats yesterday as John Gates, editor of "The 

~Daily Worker," spoke at meeting in McMillin Theater sponsored by the John Dewey Soci~ty of the university. • • 
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TO MR. NIO~ DATE:3-5-57 

FROM L. E. SHORT 

SUBJECT: BENJAMIN GITLOW 
Internal Security - 0 
Bufile 61-1544 

BERTRAM D.c;lOLFE 
{61-6050) J.S r ~ 

Communist Party u. s. A. 
100-3-4 

An indexing project has been completed involving 
documents fu7~nished by Benjamin G'i,tlow covering his knowledge 
of the Oommuni..st Party u. S, A. in the 1920 1s and early 
1930's. Thi..s material was jUrni..shed to the Bureau by the 
New York Office by letter dated 3-26-43 {100-3-4-1594), There 
are ~,675 documents involved, 

For record pui~poses a copy of thi.s memorandum· will be 
placed in the main case file on 32 of the most prominent 
individuals mentioned in the documents, On each copy of this 
memorandum will be liste~ the document numbers on which the 
inf.o.rmatton concerning these prominent individuals appears. It 
is j~lt that thts is necessary because it is not logical to add 
cross reference cards to our index today. on such old material. 

RECOMMENDATION~ 
~ ....... 

1. That the attached plastiplate be approved, 

2, That eaoh copy be routed to the pertinent section 
of the Domes1;io In tell igen;ce Di vts ion for the interes.t of the 
substanttve case supervisor. 

c .. \) 

\ 

~)uk 100-3-4-1594 Enclosure, Document Numbers: Je. 40; ~. 
41; 45; 46; 51; 52; 55; 56; 57; 59; 60; 61; 63; 64; 66; 67; 68; ~-
69; 70; 71; 72; 73; 75; 77; 87; 104; 184; 187; 188; 189; 190; ~ 
256; 271; 28o; 329; 68o; 709; 795; 1022; 1124; 1125; -1234; 1704; r a 
1715; 1973; 1974; 2127; 2239; 2241; 2245; 2267; 2269; 2277, 2291;\ ~ 

.\I 
~ 1J; 

( .. MAH 2 5 1957 

2297; 2512; 2524; 2525; 2536; 2610.page 2. ~\ /· { \.// ~ 

/ 
\l;-"~~ ~ 
,'r1 G 

;,...vJ / : .<--' - VI ~WJ 8 
} - ' \ . ·.· . 
15~MAR~1-~)i19sf ~ \/~~~f 
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(JORRELATION SUMMARY 

Main File No: 61-6050 
(See also: 123-5791} 

Dai;e: 1/ 3//)7 

-3:- Not searched 

Found As: ~ tlfll.IJ:ll:i_k:' ·-~ r 

Bertram Davi~o~e )1 
Bertram D~olfe 
A~lbr_iEht 
A lfre&JI::'lnbrigh t 
On~lbright 
Alber~lbright 
Alber~vell 
On~~.~ 
Danie~ays 

~a;rzr; 
Alber A ard 
B. D~olf 
Bertffi:r~l:l, , . J" · 
Bertraffll"!!\rl ol.f '~_. • 
Bertram n.>irfolf : 9l' I .~, 
Bertram Dav id'1ff!olf \ , !1 

Bertram L·l(1'1olf J \-': j< 
BertranaJtrrfolf .11 .~" '· 

All irierti~a_l_heferenc~ m&rlr:ed "A" on search 
Si='P 1 ~ t95~>-C( c. 1 ' '\ · 
. ~!!l'lL.ll ---- ,. ,:'<·'' r.\1\s -(19. QB~P,.QL 

., . 

slip. 
\ 

4Imz.:.QQl!g_ ~ 
'd~ b6 lb7C 

~n~v~c"·:~x~x~a----------~7-------------------------~~~~----------~~~~r/T.~~~~-



Also Searched As: 

A. Albright 
.Dave f'1 olf 
David ffolJ 
Bertram a. Wolfe 
JJ. Wolfe 

• • 
Dave Wolfe 
David i'!olfe 
Dave i7olff 
David Wolff 

This i~ a summary of information obtained from a review 
of a 11 "see 11 references to the subject in Bureau files under the 
names and ali,ases li,sted above. All references under the above 
names c onta intng data i,dentioa 1 with the subject have been 
included except those listed at the end of this summary as not 
having been revi,ewed, or those determtned to contain the same 
inf orma tt on as the main fi, le. 

Thi,s summary is designed to furntsh a synopsis of the 
information set out in each reference. In many oases the 
origtnal serial will contain the inJ'ormation in much more detail. 

THIS SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT 'IHE SEAT OF 
GOVERNMENT AND IS NOTSUiT1.Bi1r'F7fff!JJ:sfli:fiJ:NATION. ---------
------'----~-------------------------

-2-



• • 
.ABBRETf I.A T I ON S 

Additional information ••••••••••••• Additional information appearing in 
this referenoe whioh pertains to 
Bertram ])avid Wolfe may be found in 
the main file or elsewhere in this 
summary. 

SS • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sea roh 81 i p 

SP ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Socialist Party 

SWP •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sooialist Wor~ers Party 

WP ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• T'for~ers Party 

-3-
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The 11P.,.oleta.,.ian News" oj 6/1/35 ca.,..,.ied an a7'ticle entitled 

"P.,.oleta.,.ian Pa.,.ty Fifteen Yea.,.s Ago," which gave the following 
inf 07'ma ti on. 

The Michigan state 07'ganization was expelled f1'om the SP 
of Ame.,.ica. SUbsequently the expelled g7'oup decided to 07'ganize a 
new pa.,.ty. In June, 1919. they sent delegates to the "Left-Wing 
Oonfe1'ence '' held "in N.%0. That "c onfe7'ence 11 was domina ted by 
confus"tonists who decided to cap'%t.,.e the SP fo.,. 117'evoluti ona.,.y 
sociali.sm." The leade7'S of this g7'oup included Be7't.,.am Wolf. 

100-603-288 p.3B 
(78)t/ 

The 1'epo1't of the HOUA on the left-wing section oj' the SP 
stated that a conference of the SP was held in NYO on 6/21/19. A 
national council of the left-wing section of the SP was chosen, with 
Be7't7'am D. Wolfe as one of the membe.,.s. 

The HOUA 1'ep 07't also stated that in 1920 Be7't7'and D. Wolfe 
appea.,.ed as a W7'ite.,. fo.,. "The Toile.,.," one, of· the fi.,.st communist 
publications to appea.,. in the us. 

-4-
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• • 
Jeannette Dorothy Pearl (subject of 100-74289} stated that 

during her OP activities (1905-1925} she became acquainted with leaders 
o.f the organization.. She recalled among others Bertram D. Wolfe. 

In the autobiography "I Oonfess" publ tshed in February, 1940, 
of Benjamin Gttlow, former General Secretary Of the OP, he stated that 
Bertram D. Wolfe was a member of the c-&ty committee of 15 elected at the 
first Left Wing convention to carry on its work. (Localtty not g-&ven) 

t 
b7D 

~~~protect identity) 
(~gj~89-5 
SI 100'-155500·1 
(26} qFtles of Walter steele) 

By letter dated 7/30/25 the Assistant Attorney General 
.forwarded a copy o.f a communtcat-&on from the Department of State 
which enol osed a letter from the Oha rge D' Affa ires, Me :ciao Otty 
regard-&ng the ra -&lra od situ~a,ti'·on: in Jle:cico. 

Th:is letter referred to Bertir.and Wolfe, who was stated to 
have been in ]Le:cta...o /Dr two years and who was active on behalf of 
communist agitatton. · 0()1TJ,munist p~opaganda in the newspapers announced 
that certain Russian Bolsheviks were to be expelled from Mexico for 
acttvities similar to those in whtch Wolfe had been engaged. 

64-20Q.-221-36 
(53}v 
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• • 
By letter of 8/8/25, the Department of State submitted 

a copy of a letter from the American Con.sul General at Mexico City 
which enclosed a copy of a memorandum prepared by Mr. Loring Olmsted, 
an American citi2en registered in the Consulate General and residing 
at Galle Reforma No.3, Atscapo2alco, D.F., who was considered loyal 
to the us. 

Mr. Olmsted alleged that; they~} were sending north many 
propagandists, one especially valuable one, being Wolfe. Mr. Olmsted 
advised that this referred to Bertrand Wolfe, whom he heard speak 
at the meettng of the communists on Igualaad Street on June 13, and 
uh o was well known in the US in connection wtth communist agi,tatton i,n 
San Francisco and NY. ~ ;d .. !· ·: 

..,/ 
64-0-lB75 
(52)V 

~}This appeared to refer to the Women's Congress, not .further i,denti,fi,ed. 

A letter recetved from Francis Ralston Welsh on 10/17/25 
stated that Bertram D. Wolfe was a communist candi,date for alderman 
from the 23rd aldermanic district in Brooklyn, Nt date not given. 

Add it i ona 1 i, nf ormation. 

61-105-170 
(9 )...--

Gorrelator's note: Other serials in this file identify Francis Ralston 
Welsh as connected with Investmen.t Bonds, 20 s. 15th St., Phila., Pa. 

By letter dated 5/15/26 the Department of State forwarded a 
letter from the American Embassy at Mexico dated 4/7/26 concerning ih e 
activities of communist agencies in Mexico. The letter reported that 
Bertrand Wolf, who was expelled same months prevtous1y from Mexico, had 
been conducting communist agitatton in Mextco through the ''Anti-Imperialis 
League of the Ameri, cas," which had headquarters i,n Chicago, Ill. While 
i,n Mexico, Wolfe was the editor of a communtst sheet called "El Machete," 
understood to be i,n direct relations with the Third Internattonals. 

64-200•221-41 
{83)V' 
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• • 
By letter dated 4/29/38 the NY Office forwarded a number oj 

pam ph lets_, one oj which was "The rforkers JJonthly" issue oj J..uly _, 1926. 
Bertram D. lJolje_, promi,nen·J;ly identified wi,th the opposi,ti on~ was as 
oj 1926 a contributor to the above publication. 

61-75.)9-2746Xl 
{12) 

In a signed statement_, Theodore JJacLean S»ttz (subject oj 
100-377452} stated that he taught in the Workers School in Newark_, NJ 
approximately two months in 1927. He probably obtained this job through 
Bertram D. 'Pfolje, head oj the Workers School in NY. Wolfe put Switz 
in touch with someone in Newark, where 8witz gave one course in 
imperialism and one having to do with Marxist interpretation oj current 
events. MacLean stated that Lucy BranhamJ an American girl who was 
interested in the Soviet Union, introduced him to ffolje. 

100-317452-30 p.8_,22 
(3o)v 

Hedi }.[assing {subject oj 65-9940) advised that she and her 
husband, Julian Gumperz, returned to NY from San Francisco in 1927 and 
found many communist friends, inoludi,ng Bertrand 'i'!olje and his wife. 

65-994·0-41 p.4 
(56)./ 

Lieutenant rT. a. Reynolds of the NY PD advised that one oj 
his undercover informants reported that Mrs. i'folje was one oj three women 
in charge of an office at 383 JJadison Ave., NYO, on the door oj which 
aypeared the name "Tass. 11 }.{rs. rlol:fe was the wife oj Bertram D. i7olfe. 
(According to a newspaper account l'folje denied Secretary of state Kellogg 1s 
charge that the communists had organized the Mexican movement against the 
US but admitted aiding the Anti-American projects). 

This information appeared in a report dated 2/26/27. 

6l-62l5-5 
(11) c/ 
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• t 

Oonftdentia 1 Informant! I reoeived tntorma tt on from 
b7D 

Bertram Wolfe to the effeot that the Profintern had sent a oommunioatt on 
to the Troade Unton Eduoational League (TUEL) and that tt was advtsable 
to call a Congress of all untons affiltated with the TUEL. The purpose 
was to create an organtaed canmunist movement in the Trade Unions to tom 
a strong opposttton to the A F of L. 

Thts tntormation appeared tn a report dated '4/23/27. 

61-818-738 
(52) v 

'I'he August, 1949 issue of "Polittoal Affairs" magaatne 
carried an arttcle entttled "Oommun tcati on" wrttten by Michae 1 8alern o 
{subject of 100-334454). The arttole ~onsi~ted matnly of Salerno's 
discussion of a series of letters exchanged between htmself and 
Bertram D. Wolfe, who was editor of "The Communist." The exchange 
took place in 1928, and the dtsoussion concerned the Mitchurintan 
principles of b t ol ogy. wh tch disputed the idea of he red tty vs environment 
as a postttve factor tn the developme·nt of the human gene. As a 
Marxist, Bllerno believed tn the tnheritanoe of aoqutred charaoters. 
{Fu1'the1' detatls set out) 

100-334454-21 
(28) !,/'" 
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• • 
Thi-s 7'eje7'enae, in a review of the history of the New York 

'Ilorke7'S Bah ool, rejer7'ed to the activities of BeT' tram D. T'!olfe in his 
relationship with the sahool 1925 to 1929. At one ttme he was Director 
of the iichool and a member of ih e Advisory Oounail and the Executive 
Oomm ittee. 

Additional information. 

100-15J5439-61 
(26)./ 
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• • 
A revtew of the boolr "I Confess," written by Benjamin 

Gttlow, General Secretary and member of the Polttical Committee 
of the American CP until removed in 1929, gave the following 
informa ti on. 

Bertram D. Wolfe was ih e U. 8. representative to the 
Oomintern. He was assigned to go to Korea on Cominte·rn business 
(date not given), however, he refused the assignment .• 

100-29$935-74 p.50 
(2B}V--

A letter dated 1/10/29 t·o the state Department made 
reference to previous communications concerning the All-American 
Anti-Imperialist League (subject of 61-6065}. Phe follrwtnaF 
informatton which was received from Conftdential Source as 
set out. 

b7D 

After Emanuel Gometz was removed by the Worlrers (communist) 
Party from his position in the All-American Anti-Imperialist League, the 
leadership fo the League was given to B. Wolfe, of the Oentral Executive 
Oomm ittee of the Worlrers Party and Director oj" the Agitprop Department 
of the WP. 

61-60615-53 
(sa)v 
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• • 
At a hea-ring of the US Senate, Committee of the Judiciary, 

Subcommittee to Investigate the Administ.ration of the Internal Security 
Act and Other Internal Security Laws, held 10/13/52 in NYC, an article 
dated 3/11/29 was entered into the record. The article stated that at 
the sixth national convention of the CP, USA, the new central executive 
committee was elected. The membership of this committee included Bert 
Wolje. 

In the above hearing, Exhibit No. 23 was Chapter IV, entitled 
"The History of the Communist Movement in the NY City Schools" from the 
proceedings oj the Rapp-Coudert legislative committee oj NY State. 
This report stated that the Teachers Union of the City of NY, which 
gradually became communist infiltrated in the 1920's included Bertram 
D. Yfolje, the Party's leading American writer. 

Additional infor~ tion. 

61-755~~96 p.249,343 
(ll;/63y 
SI to paragra nh 1 ab orze; 
61-16~2sa7IL...-______ ___. 
(58} 

b7D 

A letter j'rom the Department oj State dated 4/13/29 quoted 
the following passage jrom a letter sent by Max Bedacht to Bert Wo1je; 
"At the time oj this writing, we have no news as yet whether or not one 
or more salesm.en will visit our firm. Personally, I do not see much 
benejit out oj salesmen." 

It was noted that the term "salesman" obviously referred to 
representatives oj the Executive Commit·tee of the Communist Inter
notional. 

61-16']--2593 
(63)'V 

The September, 1929 issue oj "The Communist" contained an 
article entitled "The Sf;rugg le jor the Com intern in America 11 by Leon 
Platt (subJ"ect oj 100-34616). In this article Platt stated that 
contradiction oj capitalism developed a sharp class struggle among the 
working class. Jay Lovestone, B.D. Wolf, and Benjamin Gitlow refused 
to see this change and organized an active opposition to the new course 
Q/' the OP and the communist Inter-national, according to Platt. 

~ ... 

100-34616-80 p.62 
(89} v' 
8I 100-34616-63 
(89)""' 
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• •• • 
A summary memorandum prepared by the Bureau listing 

leading communist figures in various sections of the country as of 
August, 1936 included the following injormation. 

Bertram Wolf was assistant "right hand" to Jay Lovestone 
of the OP Opposition and one of the iooin field workers. I'lhile in 
Mexico he worked to build up the OP Opposition indirectly while at 

..• 

the same time he was working with the Apparatus, the supposedly secret 
service organization of the Soviets. 

6l-7559-4X 
(77)v 

On 5/26/37 circulars were distributed qutside of Oarnegie 
Hall, NYO, which announced a talk by Bertram JJ. l'folfe on "Oivil War 
in Spa in 11 to be held :on 5/27/37 at Oenter Hotel, NYO. 

61-7559-1472 
(11) v 

By letter dated 4/1/54, 17ashin{Jton FieJd Office enclosed 
photographs and descriptive data ?ecured from the State Department 
of some 600 persons who travelled to Russia in approximately 1930-
1938. Some were Lenin fbhool students an:l all were known or suspected 
communists. 

A photograph of Bertram JJavid Wolfe was included. 

100~~838-176 pt. 1 p.18 
(3,9) 

In rela·bing the history and background of his life, Jay lJ7.Vid 
;;11, ittaker Ohambers (subject of 74-1333) stated that in 1929 ata 1 in gained 
control of the OP in Russia~.and of the Internati ona 1 Oommun ist 
organiaation. In achieving control of the American OP, Stalin backed 
the minority group as against the majority grrup, whose leaders included 
Jay Lovestone and J!ertram 1'/olfe. 

-12-



r • 
Chambers stated that during this period (1924-1938) the GP 

had one snhool lf:nown as the TTorlf:ers' School. He recalled that Bertram 
Wolfe had considerable to do with this school and also that Wolfe held 
-the position of National Agit-Prop Director of the GP. 

74-1~~3220 p.252 
(38) 
8I to paragraph 1 ab oue: 
74-1333r3221 p.246 
(38) v-· 
8I to paragraph 1 aboue: 
100-188,30-67 
(41) v· 
8I to paragraph 1 aboue: 
100-1$4255-336 p.6 
(44)..1 

A summary memorandum prepared by the Bureau regarding 
Youth Gomm ittee Against i7ar gaue the following information talf:en 
from a pamphlet entitled ''Alust lie Fight This i'far?" by Robert N. Kelso., 
Jr., issued by the Youth Gomm ittee Against liar, 1707 H street, NW, 
Washington, D. c. 

-12A-
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• • 
The Amertoan Youth Congress jotned by the Youth Committee 

Agatnst War, conducted a pilgrimage to Washi:ngton D.O. March 10-12, 
1938. The Youth Committee presented a petition to President Roosevelt 
demanding reduction of armaments, armed forces, and plans for industrial 
mobtlization. This petition was endorsed by a number of national 
/tgu:res, inoludtng Bertram~D. Wolfe. 

61-7567-98 p.9 
(15) ./ 

A oa ta 1 og oj the spring term, 1938, of the New Workers Soh ool 
to be held at New Workers' Sohool Oenter, 131 West 33rd St., NYO, listed 
Bertram D. Wolfe as one of the instructors. 

It was noted that this appeared to be a school oonduoted by 
the OP Opposition. 

61-75$9-2317 
(12)v 
SI 6l-7559-1836X12 
(.FalljTerm 1937) 
(6o)v 

A report dated 512/38 from Robert M. gave the following 
tnf orma ti;on. 

At the timeof the OP Tenth Annual Convention in Madison 
oquare Garden, NYO on 5/26/38, leaflets were distributed outside 
the entrance by the Indep:endent Communist Labor League, which 
was the opposition of the OP. This faction was led by Bert Wolf 
and ran the New Workers School at 131 West 33rd St., NY. 

61-75613-978 
(86) r/ 

Leaflets and registration oard (source not given) for the 
Independent Labor League of America and the Independent Labor Institute 
for the fall term of 1938 listed Bertram D. Wolfe as an instructor in 
the course "The World in Books." 

61-75$2-190X 
(14)'v 
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• 
. The radical movement which was 'in opposition to the CP, USA, 

solicited support for Russell Blackwell, al'ias Negrete, through the 
Russell Negrete Blackwell Defense Comm'ittee, 100 F'ifth Ave., NYC. 
A circular letter of 11/12/38 carr'ied a number of names, includ'ing' 
Bert.nam D. Wolfe, presumably as members of the above c omm 'ittee. 

(NY Off'ice Files) 
61-7559-3368. 
(12) v 

Information dated 3/28/41 at NY, NY obtained from an outside 
unknown source stated that James J. Cannon (subject of 100-159214), 
when expelled from the CP in 1939, joined the Trotskyits faction a·nd 
stated publ 'ish ing "The Militant,. w'ith the assistance of Bertram Wolfe. 

l00-l.J9214-l 
(43)7 

A report from G-2 dated 6/21/55 stated that Alexander Guss 
(subject of 100-25195) named persons whom he knew to be members of the 
CP dur'ing the periods indicated. The list included the name of Bert 
Wolfe, member of Central Committee 1927-1939 and National Agitatio.n
Propaganda Department, CP, USA. 

loo-d5195-24 
(66Jv· 

The "DW, of 1/23/39 carried an article ent'itled 11L-ovestone 
Joins Moseley in Fascists 1 Drive on FDR 's Defense Program." The 
article stated that Bertram D. Wolfe had J. oined the fascist chorus 
of assault on President Rooseveltsprogram of national defense against 
the fasc'ist war menace. 

61-7J60-ll67X 
(14)v 

Material which was obtained frorrp; the files of Walter steele 
of the "National Republic 11 magazine contained a page entitled ' 
"Internat'ional Rel'ief Associat'ion" dated 5/15/39. Th'is described the 
Internati ona 1 Re 1 ief Ass oc iati on as an organization wh o.se purpose was 
to get relief to vict'ims of persecut'ion. The American Committee·was 
described as jorward'ing money to the International Treasury at Strasbourg, 
France. A list of members of the Amei'icam. Committee included the name 
of Bertram D. Wolfe. 

94-3/4-50 l-77X 
(20) 
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• • 
The state Department furnished material which it acquired 

when prosecuting Browder~ et al~ for fraud violations. The materials 
included a 1940 Photographic Album~ which contained a photograph of 
Bertram David Wolfe. 

l00-3~1838X enol p. A-3 
(3)/ 

On 12/9/49 INS~ NYO~ made available some material whtoh was 
believed to refer to the State Department investigation into the 
fraudulent obtaining of passports by members of the OP. In the 
material was a "1940 Photographic Index" which included a list of names 
and photogrdphs~ including one of Bertram David Tlolfe. 

40-1923-139 p.47 enol p •. 585 (Photo) 
(aJv 

Memorandums furnished by Stott pertaining to Jay Lovestone 
and his group included the foll(JIJ)ing ·information on Bertram D. Wolfe. 

Wolfe was for years very active in the Independent Labor 
League of America, having toll owed Lovestone out of the CP. Wolfe 
and his wife spent almost a year in Russia during the 1920's, 
working in some government organization there. During the Spantsh 
Civil T7ar, he went to fl.E.gj_n to carry on work for the organization there. 
He made frequent trips to Mexico, often visited Diego Rivera, about 
whom he wrote a book. 1'1olfe was at one time a teacher in the public 
schools but lost his job because of his revolutionary activities. 
He taught a couple of years at the Erol Preparatory School in NY. He 
was opposed to Ame- ioan participation in the European war. At various 
times Wo~e and his wife gave haven to visiting revolutionists who came 
to this o ountry. He often wrote for "Workers Age" under his own name. 

The above information appeared in a memo dated 9/12/40. 

100-?}9-48 
(22) 

In a letter dated 9/25/40 Mrs. Rose V. s. Berry, 2536 Benvenue 
Ave., Berlceley, Calif., ouoted a paragraph from Eugene Lyon 1s book, 
"Assignment in Utopia," concerning the Oomintern Congress held from 
July 17 to Sept. 1, 1928 in Jloso:ow. It stated that the American 
delegation included Bertram T'folfe. 

39-93J5-176 
(33) 
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• •• 
In a letter dated 8/17/40 on-the letter head of Independent 

Committee for Thomas and Krueger, a list of national committee members 
included the name of Bertram D. Wolfe. ;Souroe of letter not given) 

Norman Thomas and Maynard Kru~ger were presidential and 
vi oe-presidential candidates, respectively, of the Sp in the 1940 
e leoti on. 

61-75.'5'"9-1 0321Xl 
(13} t/ -
SI ,61;'10498-249 
(17}t/ 

A report from Stott on Bertram D. Wolfe gave the following 
information: }7olfe, at one time a moving spir.it of the CP, was a writer of 
note and a friend of the Trots'ky, Diego Rivera, the mural painter. 
Informant read a report handed "in from }fextoo in whioh it was stated 
that Wolfe and his wife were agents of the German government. Informant 
stated that Wolfe had alway._s been one of the "problem oh.ildren" of the 
Independent Labor League of Amerioa. 

At a meeting of the Independent Labor League of Amerioa group 
on 11127/40 a heated argument developed over the war question. 
A oriS. is was reaohed in wh ioh Wolfe was branded a German agent, and he 
resigned just ahead of being 'kto'ked out. 

100-7~3-496 

.,f2)v 
~~j~~~4~graph 3 above: 

The Rapp-Coudert Committee ~eport, a report of the 
investigation of the publio sohool system made in 1940-1941 by a NY 
State Legislative Committee, stated that a recommendation was made 
that offending left wingers be expelled from the Teachers Union. 
8peoifio oharges were made against six union members, including 
Bertram D. Wolfe. Aooordingly, a trial committee was set up to hear 
the evidence and report. 

loo-:;}784-192 
(25} 

Correlator 's 'Note: The disposition of_ the oharges against Wolfe was 
not given. 
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• 
On 9/13/qsl {proteat identity)~)~--------------------------------------~la_n_d~~ 

former CP member, gave the following information concern 'ing off'tcers 

b7D 

and execut'ive b-oard members of the Teachers Union of NYC for the 
period of 1930-1911:1. Informant d'id not 'know Bertram Wolfe to be a 
CP member during this period but recalled that Wolfe formally bro'ke 
wi-th the Party and joined "f?he group who were followers of Jay Lovestone, 
a faation with'in the Teachers Union who consistently opposed the CP 
j!aat ion. 

100-75957-107 p.3 
(43) v' 

On 3/9/41 Mr. Clarence L. Shaw of 716 East Jefferson St~ 
Wash., D.C. furnished a pa~phlet which had been hanaed to him. The 
leaflet referred to the Wa~hington Keep America Out of War Committee, 
affiliated with Keep Amer'ica Out of War Congress, and carried a list 
of names of the Govern 'ing Committee of the Congress. The name of 
Bertrand D. Wolfe was listed. 

WFO files revealed that information ta'ken from the files of 
the Industrial 8quad of the Chicago PD showed that Wolfe was on the 
E:ceautive aomm ittee, WP of America; JJireator of Agitation and Propaganda 
Department; Associate Editor of the "Revolutionary Age. 11 

25-llb31-7 
(s4)v-

On 3/19/43 the files in the off'ice of the D'irector of 
Intelligence, 2nd Serv'iae Command, Governors Island, NY were rev'iewed. 
The file, Communist Suspects.; under date of 3/25/41 c onto ined a 1 'ist 
of suspected communist fellow travelers. One entry stated that three 
'individuals, inoludi,ng Franc'is Henson {subjeat of 100-58019) had a 
a onferenae with Earl Browder pn a onditi ons of a merger of "Marxist 
Quarterly" wtth 118aience and Socif:!ty," a CP quarterly. Browder laid 
down the cond'ition that Bert Wolfe was not to be an editor. 

l00-5k019-26 
(67)v 
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• • 
The second Nati ana 1 Anti-war Congress c 1 osed its session ;i1 -tf;e

Sylvan Theater in Washington., Jb.[J... on 6/1/41. The congress elected 
a governing commtttee of 42 members, including Bertram D. Wolfe. 

61-10498-A "Washington Evening 
j Star", 6/2/41 

(17)' 

On 7/30/41 an investigator of the Sheriff's Offi,ce, Riverstde, 
Oalif., reported the followtng information. 

On the above date Frances ElTdns {subject of 61-9568) was 
overheard to state that she personally knew Bertram D. WoJI:fe, author of 
"The Sovtet Unton in 1924." She stated that he was wniting against 
communism for revenge and was working on a book exposing communism. 

Add it i anal info rma tt on. 

61-9568--2 p.l3 
(17}V 

In the January, 1955 tssue of "The Pol ittca 1 Reporter," 
{subject of 65-61520) an arttcle entitled, "The Old Sttnkpots Are 
At It Again" by John Henry Monk, c.ontatned a paragraph which gave 
the fall owing tnJ' ormation. 

In the late 130 's and early 140· 1s, the then new American 
Trotsky Oommun ist Party-Maj oi't.ty.~ .. spearheaded by Jay Lovest one, 
Bertram Wolfe, and others, who were acting for the pr,ot~ocdl setup 
of Ztontsm, brought tnto betng Anti-Defa·matton League's first 
Hate Brigade tn thts country and moved agatnst certatn mtnortty 
groups. 

65-61~20-5 p.62 
{38}V 

b7D 

(protect identity), advised 
r---~t~h-e~b-0-o~k~~,~~ose Revolution?" for Irving~D~e~w~~~~~a~m~a~g~e~~S~UrJ~e~c~.r-~--~ 

0 -4483). Talmadge advised informant that according to his plan, a 
number of better known writers, including Bertram D. Wolfe, each 
submitted a chapter for this boolr:. This was a method of presenting 
various viewpoints on communism, liberalism, and the like. 

-18-



• • 
This information appeared in a report dated 5/2/42. 

Addition a 1 information. 

101-44,83-5 
(3o)V 

A Postal Censorship form showed that Bertram n. Wolfe 
received a letter dated 10/31/42 from Julian Gomez, Vic~~ia 104, 
Mexico, n. F. The .fi!.:,;aminer 's note stated that Gomez was Julian Gorldn, 
.fam.ous French writer, who was accused by the Stalinists o.f being a 
Nazi Agent. The writer appealed to the addressee to ask th~ 
Washington government to help obtain necessary authorization for his 
father to go to Mexico from France. 

64-27ilQ'4-749 
(19) 

A confidential source advised that as qf January, 1943, 
B. D. Wol.fe was a subscriber to "The Militant" ani "Fourth International," 
publications of the SWP. 

100-16-35-50 
(61) f1 

~~~~~------~~~~--~----~~~--~~~~--~~~ (protect 
~dentity suggested that perhaps Berthram n. Wolfe and his wife, 
Ella Wolfe, leaders in the CP who ment to Mexico in 1919 to escape 
the Palmer Raids, would be able to furnish information concerning 
the activities of Louis c. Fra-ina (subject o,f 100-118061) in Mexico. 
They bel,onged to the same CP ~~ did Fraina, W.'fJ'l''fl ·excellent f.riends, 
and had the same political opinions. 

Inasmuch as Bertram and Ella Wolfe were former leading 
member:s of the CP and subjects of a NY case· file, it was deemed 
inadvisable to interview them concerning Fraina. 

This information appeared in a reference dated 4/3/43. 

100-118061-28 
(26)./ 
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• • 
A Postal Oens orsh tp intercept reved.led that tn November, 

1943 Marceau Pivert {subject of 61-8404) wrote tn a letter to Octavto 
Briquard, a French industralist who was active in communist affairs, 
that Bertram Wolfe was a callabo'T'ator on 11Ca11 11

, a new Socialist 
publication in c the US. 

61-840"4-143 
(36) ./ 

A Oens orsh ip report tnd tea ted that a letter dated 12/1/43, · 
return address Bertram D. Wolfe, was written to Hilda Patrick Winslow, 
Hotel Geneve~ 7 de Londres, 130, Mextc o, D. F. The letteT' was 
apparently written by Ella Wolfe. She advised addressee of some 
people to contact. There was enclosed a chart designed by a 
representative oj' the censorship as an analysts of the relattonshtp 
of individuals living at Luis Moya 19, Mexico, D. F. This chart 
showed Ella and Bert Wolfe as h:n own contacts of Hilda Winslow Patrie k and 
Frances To or. 

65-il.BQ?i-3525 
(19,65f 

It was Pep orted that Marceau Ptvert of France and Gustav 
Regler of Germany, along wtth many others, were carrying :on antt
Amertcan, British, and Russtan propaganda tn Mexico and Lattn America. 
It was also reported that the above men were connected wtth the 
powerful Trotsky machine tn the US, which included Eugene Lyons, Max 
Eastman, Sydney Hook, Bertram D. Wolfe, and George Sokolsky. 

(NY Office files, 4/8/44) 
64-53)-221-4 
(18) 
SI 64-2701-1322 {Mtl ttaT'y Attache, 

./"' Mextco) 
(19) 
SI 61~381-1244 
(ll)V 
SI lpr]736676-9 ( 
~5)v ~====~~ 
SI l00-36676-7L..,I -----1 
SI 10jr268519-81 
(27 )' L.....------1 
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• • 
An article which appeared in the "New World" of 6/22/44 

entitled "Peace Now Move" reflected a letter written to the mayor 
and city council of Seattle, Wash. The letter called attention to 
vaT'ious individuals alleged to be ~at;slf:yites and stated that Bertram 
Wolf was expelled from the communist movement many years ago because 
of his Fascist and reactionary connections. Instant letter was signed 
by the president and the secretaT'y of Washington Sta1ft OPA. 

l00-3ft997-47 
(78) 

I [advised that a meeting of the OPA was h.e ld on 
7/27/44 at the Dorle M'iller Hall, Seattle, Wash~- MembeT'S present 
were urged to write the llachinists 1 Local and protest the Local~, 
allowing such ''Fasc\~tJ.ts 11 as Bertram Wolfe to speak. A member 
explained that Wolfe was a German spy and that he had been expelled 
from Russia prior to the war. 

l00-26Jf21-21 
(42)V 

This reference dated 8/28/44 referred to the activities 
of the National Oouncil of American -Soviet Friendship, Inc. (subject 
Qf 100-146964) regaT'ding BeT'tT'am Wolfe. In July, 1944 Wolfe gave 
lectures in the San Franc is co area on subjects in which the Russian 
government's international T'elations and irtternal policies figured. 
These lectuT'eS were opposed by the OPA and National Maritime Union. 
Those who opposed Wolfe endeavored to interrupt his lectures in 
every way possible. 

100-14~964-302 p.26 
( 43) ..,.,. 

On 7/25/44, while a guest at the Olarlf: Hotel, Martin Temple 
{subject of 64-22166) made a long distance telephone call to Bert 
Wolfe at the Oecil Hotel, San Francisco. (Source not given) 

b7D 

BertT'am D. Wolfe was a quest at the Oecil Hotel from 7/17/44 
to 8/9/44. I I pr.:otect identity) 
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• • 
L.......o,....--____,,.........,,.,......----;::--"""'":"'""=-:-....--~....--~=----'~ rep or ted that rrolfe was on a speaking 

tour of the Pacific Ooast in July and August, 1944. Informants 

b7D 

adzzi.sed that Local communists attempted to interfere with his lectures. 
L...----~lstated that the Nati ona 1 }Jaritime Union sent let.ter.s to 0. ifferent 

qrouos in an attempt to have Wolfe's lectures cancelled.! Jand 
~-.-___ _.!stated that in an attempt to discredit Wolfe, the OPA sent members 

to his lectures to ask embarrassing questions. 

Add i tiona 1 information. 

64-2.1,16..6 -f?.f)-' 
(19,3'7; 65J 
SI to paragraph 1 above 
64-22166-:3 

(B'7)1 pro eot identitY) 

On 7/17/44,1 !advised that; at a meeting atOP headquarters 
on 7/14/44, Oarl Reeve, Secretary, 12th District, OPA, gave an address 
which dealt with the Trotskyites. He stated that Bertram Wolfe was a 
Trotskyite and a traitor to the OP. 

On 9/2/44J ~dvised that a Workers School sponsored 
by the OPA was held at OP headquarters on 8/30/44 at which Reeve gave b 7 D 
a lecture on Trotskyism. He said that a group of Lovestonites, 
including Bertram Wolfe, were kicked out of the Party in 1928. 

lOO-lC}tw51-70 
(40) V' 
SI to paragraph 2 above 
100-12997-481 
~1)/ ~----~ 

A copy of an Office qf Strategic Services letter cla ted 
10/30/44 discussed a new bulletin "Russian Affairs." The pitblicati on 
was issued in the name of the Institute for Russ ian Studies if' the 
Rand &:hool of Social Science, 7 East 15th street, NY, organized by 
Bertram D. T7olje, a member of the Social Democratic Federation, and 
by two members of the right wing of ihe Russian Social Democratic 
Labor Party. 

l00-7fJ26-29 
(23}..; 

(~4 )~0 -33.5069-f 

SI loe-335069-1 
(46J1 I 
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A report dated 11/16/44 from the Office of Sf;rategic Services 

entitled., "American Socialists Organize to Counter Communist Committee 
for Spain 11 contained the following information. 

American social tsts connected wlth the "New Leader" tn NY 
to\b'k the initiative in formtng a committee in support of the Spanish 
Republic as a counter-move to the Amertcan Committee for ~antsh 
Freedom~ recently organized under communist inspiration. A meeting . 
of the Socialist committee was attended by editors of the "New Leader" 
and a few others~ including Bertram Wolfe, editor of the Menshevik 
magazine "Russian Affairs." This group was staunchly anti-communist. 

100-332851-7 
(45)V 

The 11DPI11 of 11/22/44 carried an article entitled "Willing 
Recruits for Hitler's New Volkssturm" which told of a forum i,n the Rand 
School*in which Bertram Wolfe participated. Wolfe stated that 
Russia was a police state and that insofar as a durable peace was concernro., 
~1R.ussia and England are a decisive, negative factor." 

6l-952""A, "JJW" 11/22/44 
(34) V' 

A Postal Censorshtp form showed that Mr. and Mrs. Bertram 
Wolfe received a comm,_unioation dated 12/7/44 from F. Blum (''Frankte"J~ 
c/o J. 0. Ferron~ Banco De Comercto~ SA.-., Mexi,co, D. F. The letter 
stated that the writer, on a visit in Mexico City, contacted Marttn 
Temple (subject of 64-22166-55) regarding an art exhtoit. Examiner's 
note stated tluJ. t Wolfe had frequently rece tved news items from Marceau, 
Pivert about Socialism. 

64-~6.ft-55 
(3,37)' 
SI 6~1$2736-1-537 
(37)V 
SI 6~736-2-18425 
(37} 
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A Postal Censorship report showed that Marceau Pivert 
(subject of 61-8404] received a mimeographed paper signed 11Tresca 
Mem or tal Committee.,,. This leaflet ann:ounced a mass memorial meeting 
for Carlo Tresca, the assassinated Italian radical leader, on 1/11/45. 
Enclosed was a press release dated 12/13/44 covering the same subject. 
Under the heading TtPreliminary Committee" the communicatton gave a ltst 
of names, including Bertram D. Wolfe. 

61-8404-160 
(16)V 

I I (protect identity )._I_~~~-""""='"""-=-----=-__. 
Chicago, an orig'inal member of the CP in Chicago 'in 1919, advised 
in 1945 that Bertram D. Wolfe should be in a pos'ition to give 
information concerning Ra]ph Bowmann (subject of. 100-258542). 
According to the Informant, Wolfe currently was in NYC writing for 
the "Nationl'and "Republic." Informant alleged that Pfolfe was opposed 
to the CPA, and in 1928 he was a US representative to the Comintern 
and was thrown out of the CP. 

100-258542-28 
(27)r/ 

b7D 

A Censorship report showed that Ella and Bert Wolfe received 
a communication dated 2/6/45 from Martin Temple (subject of 64-22166), 
Mextco. Writer suggested that addressees join him on some of ~is trips 
to the beautiful country where he was at that time. 

64-22)96 -58 
(87) 
SI 62-~736-2-17619 
(87) v' 

The 11DW" dated 4/22/45 carried an article entttled "Anti
Soviet Gang Unites in Letter to Times on Poland." This article 
contained a synopsis of a "NY Times" editorial which editortal 
condemned the Pol·i;sh Provisional Government (subject of 100-330600). 
The editorial was signed by a group of authors, includ'ing Bertram D. 
Wolfe. The "IJV1'1 article in turn condemned the signers of the "NY Times" 
editorial individually, stating that Wolfe, a Trots lcyite, did nothing 
but snipe at the USSR. 

100-33£}$•00-255 
(2B)V 
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On 7/14/45j ladv·tsed that he recently heard 

Ignacy Morawski~ editor of the NYO Polt8h language newspaper 
"Nowy-&wiat~ 11 ma;Jre the statement that certain American writers 
were presently on the payroll of the PoJ~.8h American Congress 
(subject of 100-290?'00). Mor owsld named Bertram D. Wolfe as a 
rectpient of money from the Congress. 

100-290?'00-12?' 
(28)V 
SI 10~·290?'00-122 
(28)v 

A booklet dated October~ 1945 entitled "Who K'illed Oarlo 
Tresca?" (subject of 61-1335) contained an article attrtbuted to the 
Tresca Memorial aommtttee. Bertram D. Wolfe was listed on this 
committee. 

61-13~-396X' 
(lo)T~ 
SI 6'f/·1335-392 
(lo). 

According to a report dated 11/6/46~ Bertram Wolf was 
interviewed (date not given) regarding the activities of Ralph Bowman 
{ s]lbject of 100-258542) ~ whose picture he identified as Rudy Balcer. 
W~J~ stated he knew very little about Balcer3 but he gave the name of 
Barney Herman~ who could possibly furnish i.nf'ormation on Balcer. 

Add iti ona 1 information. 

100-25-8542-84 
(79) v' 
SI 10~258542-52 
( 45 ){Add itt ona 1 information) 
SI ~~258542-5?' 
(45)(A'c1'diti;onal inforrra tion) 
SI ~QP~258542-64 
(45)TAdditional information) 
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In a letter dated 12/12/46, Hugh G. Morr'iaon, Bo:c 0, 

Maya lllnd'ing, NJ, wrote 'in deta '£1 of h'ia experiences w'ith radica 1 
organ'izationa. He wrote rfilhe aP Qppoa'it'i on, later lf:nown aa the 
International aommuniat Labor League, of wh,'ich one of the prom'inent 
figures waa Bert·ram Wol.J. Morrison went to'i(he organizat'ion headquarters 
occasionally to hear Wolf lecture on Diego Rivera and h'ia adventures 
in ~ain during the revolution. 

100-348285-1 
(79)v 

On 7/22/47 Louia F. Budenz (:subject of 100-63) advised 
that he felt the Bureau ahou'J;d :see Bertram D. Wo.l:fe for information 
on the history of the aP. Budenz :stated that Wolfe ·waa at one time 
head of the Worlf:era School in NY and might have in hia poaaeaaion 
a private library of OP publications •. 

100-63-245 
(22) tl 

Liat on Oalf:, Lab or Ed it or, Interna tironal Br oadcaating 
JJiv i-8 ion, state Department, advised that Johanna Carl Sara:s on 
(subject of 123-6516) advised him that in 1947 and 1948 :she traveled 
to Me::cic o. While in Me:c..ic o :she ;saw aevera 1 Socia 1 Dem oorata, 
including Bertram rlolfe. 

123-6:Yl6-8 
(47) v 

On 1/21/49 the NY Office requested Bureau advice aa to 
whether Bert,ram and Ella Wolfe :should be interviewed for information 
in the oaae of Jay David Y!h'ittalf:er Ohambera. 

By reply teletype dated 1/24/49, the Bureau granted authority 
to interview theae indivtduala. 

74-133A-1248 
(38)7 
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A reference in the indices of the NY Office indicated 

that Bertram D. PI olfe was a subscriper to "The Mil itant 11 newspaper. 

This information appeared in a report dated 2/1/49. 

Additi anal information. 

lOO-t_52r;fi8-22 
(29,'161'{ 

On 7/14/54~ M. M. Witherspoon, 71 West 23rd st.~ NYC~ advised 
that he first came to know Paulo D. Lysenko .(subject of 100-360649) 
through Bertram D. Wolf some time in the spring of 1949. Lysenko 
arrived in the US from Russia 5/30/49. According to Whitherspoon~ 
Wolf was a friend of Sheba Strunsky, who was associated with the 
International Rescue aommittee which handled the Lysenko case. Because 
of Witherspoon's extensive contacts, Wolf felt that he might be in a 
position to assert strunsky in placing Lysenko in employment. 

100-36fl649-33 
(82} v 

By letter dated 7/25/49 the San Francisco Office requested 
permission to interview Bertram D. Wolfe, who was associated with the 
8YlP and other .front organizations. Wolfe was as of July, 1949 attached 
to sta:n;ford University, Palo Alto, Calif. 

100-233970-119 
(27)r/ 

The 11Pal o Alto, California News, for 2/21/50 reported that 
Bertram D. Wolfe was to speak vn the following day on the subject 
11Stalin, the Man~ H'is Methods, and His Place in History." The article 
described Wo_J..:fe as a biographer of stalin and indicated that he was 
speaking from ,personal observat'ion. Thts article mentioned that Wolfe 
was at one time director of Russia's Tass News Bureau in Latin America 
and attended the World Congress of the Communist International in Moscow~ 
where he met stalin, Trotsky~ Molotau~ and other Russian leaders. It 
indicated that he lectured and studiea in Russia as well as in Mexico and 
through out the US. 

A reference in the San Francisco files indicated that in 1940 
Wolfe spolce on behalf of Norman Thomas' Socialist Party. 
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• • 
In v'iew o.f the above "informati-on, the San Frarataao Office 

requested advice regarding rdvisability of intervi-ewing~------------~ 

I . 
r-----------, By letter dated 4/10/50, the Bureau advised that an intervi-ew 
L..l ____ __.lwas not desi-red. b7D 

Add-it-tonal informati-on. 

66-2548-3-47-2832 
(19}~ 

Bertram rrolfe advised I r protect 
identity) that he recalled Emmeruch 'Lustig (subject oJ 100-7166) 
as a member of the Hungarian Federation or Bureau of the OP, as a 
student in the Worlrers School of the OP, and as a follower Qf the 
Lou es ton "ite Group o.f the Party in 1926-1928. 1'1olfe dec 1 "tned to testify 
concerning Emmeruch Lustig. 

Thi-s information appeared in a report dated 4/5/50. 

100-7266-38 p.23,24 
(4o)v' 

Bertram T7olfe was g"iven as a reference by C'harles lialamuth 
{subject of 123-7827). Tlolfe advised that he met JJalamuth about 1941, 
and the following year the families visi-ted. About 1950 l'folj'e asked 
Jlalamuth to apply for a .fob w"tth the Voi-ce of Ame??ica, "inasmuch as 
he was a good translator~· He recoi'tmended l!alamuth as to loyalty and 
character. 

Th "is informat "ion appeared "in a report dated 3/31.51. 

12~78:/7-39 
(4,4rrY 

In 1951 Berf.ram D. Wolfe, Chief of the Ideologi-cal Tal1;s 
Unit, Internati-onal Broadcasting Division state Department, 150 11est 
57th ,S't., NY, NY, "informed that he .f'irst met Joseph Gordon in 1924 lm 
1928 in Jloscow, ll.ussi,CJ. ·, when both were repres<entatives of their 
c ountr"tes d:t a o onference. At that time Wolfe represented the OP of 
the US and Gordon represented the OP of Czech osl ova leta. 

65-58681-54 p.25 
(19)r 
SI 19~-7048-14 
(31) 
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b7D 

~--------~fn 1952 (prote~c~t-.~i~d-e-n~t~i~t-y~a-d~v-~~·s_e_d~t~h-at~-i~n~h~i-s __ o_p~i-n~i-o_n_t~h~e--p--o1~~~-c-y~ 
L...-d.,....~.,....·r_e_c_t~i~o-n~of Edwin Martin John Kretzmann, of Voice qf America (YOA) 

{subject of 65-62257) was influenced by Bertram 1'1ol.fe, also of YOA. 
In.formant felt Wolfe believed that Leninism or Trotslryism was preferable 
to Stalinism and thll the endeavored to convi<'nce the Russian people 
that a return to pre-Stalin government would be beneficial to ih em. 

Mr. Alfred Puhan, Program Manager, YOA, advised that he believea 
Bertram Wolfe would sometimes submit ideas which were not anti-
communist, and he recalled that on Lenin's anniversary some material 
submitted by Yfolfe praised Lenin. · 

Additional information. 

65-6~5'7-4 p.28 
{38} 
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Bertram D. Wolfe was listed as a reference by Richard 

Btrunslf:y (subject of 123-12595). Wolfe recommended strunslf:y without 
reservation for a position of trust am confidence with the US 
government. 

The above informa ti1on appeared in a report dated 1/11/52. 

Additional information. 

123-12~~21 p.19,20 
(31Y47f 

On 2/23/52 Jay Lovestone (subject of 61-1292) stated that 
he had spoken with Bert Wolfe, who was interested in obtaining an 
unidenttfied report. 

In a conversation between Arnold Beitsman, believed to be a 
union official, and Lovestone, it was mentioned that Bert Wolfe was 
connected with the American Committee for Cultural Freedom. 

(NY -690-S~~J 
61-13~2-32~ p.11,24 
(77y'e6)V 

In the book "Witness" by 'P!hit.t.aker Chambers (,subject of 
74-1333), the author stated that staff members of the 'DY!" s i{}ned a 
petttton asktng that the editor, J. Louis Engdahl, be removed. 
Speaking through its national Chief qf Propaganda and Agitation, 
Bertram D. Wolfe, the Party sternly informed the insurgents that the 
pet tti on was h¢: perm tss ible and that Engdahl must rem a in as editor. 

The above b o olf: was enclosed wt+h a letter dated 4/25/52. 

74-1333-5274 p.233 
(19)V 
SI 74-1~33-4785, Part 4 p.65 
(19)~ 

Informatton furmtshed by CIA contatned a report regarding 
Japan dated 12/28/52. This report referred to a magazine, "Under 
the Flag of .Liber-ty," a Japanese publication. The November issue 
carried an ttem wrttten by Bert Wolfe, translated from "Foreign 
Affatrs." Wolfe was described as "The leading representattve (formerly) 
of the Bulf:harintte group inside the Central Committee of the CP, USA." 

61-1292~437X p.l24 
(63) ;--
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• 

loo-ry84-B2 
(40) 

• 
Referral/Consult 

In an interview at the American Embassy~ Belgrade~ on 5/19/55~ 
Edwin Martin John Kretzmann (subje~t of 65-62257) advised that while he 
was policy advisor in the Voice of America~ 1950-1953~ he knew Bertram 
Wolfe, Ohief of the Ideo.logical Unit. A Mr. Kohler and a Mr. Puhan 
requested that Wolfe be added to the staff as an expert on communism as 
they felt he was a dedicated anti-communist. Kretzmann worked closely 
with Wolfe, felt that there could not have been a better man for the job, 
and he thought Wolfe wrote very effective anti-communist propaganda. 

65-6f)57-15 
(38) 

A 1 ist of the princ ipa 1 pers:ona 1 ities named by James Leigh 
White (subject of 123-7646) during an interrogation as reported by 
OIA included the name of Bertram a. Wolfe. White stated that he was 
probably in contact with Wolfe in 1937. 

et-
A parentlztlical notation of "information from the Security files 

of OIA stated that the above Wolfe may or may not be identical with 
Bertram D. Wolfe~ who was active in the OP from 1919 to 1929, when he 
was expelled. While in the OP he was in charge of a caucus at the 1922 
OP conventi-on, a delegate to the Sixth World aongress of the CP, and in 
1929 was in Moscow as a representative of the OP USA to the comtntern. 
In 1953 he was employed by the Voice of America. Since leaving the OP, 
he was reported to be anti-communist in his views. 

123-7646-43 enc p.17,145 
(Not indexed) 

The "Workers Age" of 5/1/34 contained an article written by 
Bertram D. Wolfe, entitl¢d 110ommunist Movement and Its Defense in 
Answer to Earl Browder." The article stated that one of the aims of 
the OP of the Opposition was to re-uni,te the CP and the Communi-st 
International. 
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• 
Robert Jl. advised that in May, 1938 he visited the offices 

of the "Worke~s Age'" in NYC and observed pictures of Marx, Sta 1 in, 
Lenin, Trotsky and Bertram Wolfe in prominence there. 

Bertram D. Wolfe, ~amed as a reference by Milton Sandor 
Mautner {subject of 121-40676), advised that he had kn:own Mautner 
s tnce about 1935, when he worked for £he "Workers Age,,. whlidh 
was printed by the Independent Labor League, successor to the Of, 
of the Opposition. Wolfe advised that he was acttve in these 
organizattons, which were anti-communist. 

This information appeared in a report dated 1/2/53. 

Addittonal information. 

121-4:0~76-9 
(46)'/ 
SI to paragraph 1 above; 
140-13.263-12 
{32)V 

On 1/27/53 Joseph Zack Kornfeder, former member of the. 
OP, advised that Bert Wolf was the offictal representative on the 
Anglo-American $ecretariat of the Communist International from the 
end of 1928 to the end of 1929. He added that he "posttively resented" 
the fact that Bert Wolf was employed by the US government. 

61-UJ)49-2750 
(86) 

Mr. Joseph Walsh, Regional Security Of/icer, US Information 
Agency, 250 West 57th st., NYC, advised on 3/22/54 that material 
appearing in the 11Ltfe" magazine articles of Alexander Orlov {subject 
of 105-22869) of April, 1953 were used by the US Information Agency ~n 
broadcasts. Later a script prepared by Bertram D. Wolfe, based upon 
the 11L"tfe" magaztne arttcles, entitled "A Olf;ief of the NKVD aonfe$ses, 11 

was broadcast tn nine languages. 

105-228B9-186 p.27 
(so;v 
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• • 
On 4/3/53 Dr. John T. Cooutz furnished information regarding 

the loyalty of members of Voioe of Amerioa personnel, inoluding 
Bertram Wolfe. Cooutz believed that the persons mentioned, judging 
trom their writings and oomments, were sympathetio toward Marxism. 
These ideas were probably tostered through the in.f luenoe of T7olte as 
Chief ot the Ideologioal Advisory Bta!f· 

123-10?§6';.22 
{31'(47} 

Mrs. Alioe Widener made available a oopy ot a letter 
dated 5/3/53 whioh she forwarded to a Mr. Hawkins, who represented 
the Senate Investigating Sub-Committee in T'fashington, JJ.C., conoerning 
her observations while employed at the Voice of Amerioa. In relating 
her impressions, Mrs. Widener stated t;hat it was her pro.fessional · 
opinion that the Features Unit, in whioh she worked, was staffed with a 
queer assortment of people. She stated that Bertram T7olfe, the spe6:·ial 
Ideologioal Adviser, had written both communist and anti-oommunist books. 

121-43847-22 
{ 46) v"" 

Liston Oolc, Labor News Editor, International Broadoasting 
Division, {Voice o.f Amerioa)., advisedon 12/2/53 that prior to 1929 Ber·tram 
JJ. T'lol.fe was Eduoati ona 1 JJireotor for the CP in NY State, that he defeated 
in 1929, and sinoe 1929 was known as anti-oommunist. 

Accordtng to an arttole in the 11Bro,.o1dyn Eagle, 0 5/30/48, 
Bertram JJ. T'fol.fe was one of the founders of the Amerioan CP. P!olte 
had .free access to the Kremlin am pame to know personally most of 
the top Soviet leaders. 

ONI advised that in 1929 I'folfe was Educational IJireotor of the 
CP. 

()/} Jdl~~~S3.).ilolfe was interviewed at 1775 Broadway NYC and was unable to 
identify a picture of John cushing Varney {subjeot of 105-17233). Wolfe 
reminded that he had several o on neat.._. ions with the CP i,n 1929. 

l05-1Vf33-31 
{30)11" 
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• • 
On 12/6/53,1 lmade avai-lable "information from a 

conversation between Jay Loveatone (subject of 61-1292) and Arnold 
(Beichman) concerning one Bert, be U eved to be Bertram Yfolfe, a 

b7D 

contact of Loveatone. Loveatone 'informed Arnold concerntng the 
development "in ''Bert 'a aaae. n He referred to a memo wherein charges 
were filed again at Bert that he wtthhe ld tnformat"i on from the government 
about his memberah ip in the OPO tn filing his appl ica ti on. It was noted 
that OPO possibly referred to the OP Opposition, which was believed to 
be the original nam:e of the group organized by Lovestone after he was 
expelled from the OP. 

The "NY Tforld Telegram and Bun" of 2/12/54 contained an 
arti-cle entitled li.tvoice 1 Official Quits After McOa1•thy Quiz." The 
arttcle reflected that Bertran D. I'lolje had resigned as chief of the 
Ideological Advi?ory staff. The article stated that Wolje 's name 
came up when Senator McO:J.rthy asked one of Mr. ffolfe 's superiors during 
the investigation i,j he knew that Wolfe was a communist in 1929. 
Wolje 'a aupei'i or, Edmund Kretzman, ~replied that T'folfe had been staunchly: 
anti-communist since 1929 and was one of ihe most effective people the. 
Voice qf America had. 
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~~~~~------~----~--~~~~------~{protect id~ntity}, 

advised that he never knew Joaquin Maurin personally but did knw of b7D 
him. He stated that Bertrand Wolfe knew Maurin well. 

~----------------___.advised :on 10/14/53 that Maurin at the time of his 
departure from Spain in 1947 was reported to have indicated his intention 
of joining a Socialist Party, denying his Trotskyite opinions. 

This information appeared in a reference d·ated 3/19/54. 

65-58~81-49 p.5,12 
{53)V 

In reference to a suggestion in a WFO letter of 4/5/54 that 
Bertrand Wolfe be interviewed regarding Frank Jellinek, {subject of 
65-28762} NY letter of 4/26/54 advised that Wolfe was not being 
interviewed. It was noted that Wolfe was expelled from the CP in 
1929 and would not likely be aware of the present CP activites of 
Jellinek. 

~----------,.--....,....__.1 who made available the iss1,?es of "New Leader" 
magazine of 10/11/54 and 11/29/54, stated that this was a non-official 
publication of a Socialist group in the US. 

The issue of 10/11/54 of "New Leader" contained an article 
by Bertram JJ. Wolfe entitled 11The Strange :' Case of Diego Rivera." 
The article set out the fact that Wolfe had been a member of the CP 
Qf Mexico with Rivera, who had left the Party and come back in on 
two occasions. The article discussed the psychological reasons for 
Rivera's attachment to the CP. 

77-25110-28 
{2o;'if· 
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! 

The 11llY Herald Tribune" of 11/16/54 oarried an a rttc le 
ent·i. tl ed "Red Fighters Elect. 11 The article stated that The American 
Oomm i ·(;tee jor Oultura 1 Freed om, an organization dedicated to active 
opposit"& on oj oommun"&sm and all other forms of totalitarianism~ 
announced the e leoti on of fi/ve officers to its executive committee. 
One oj the new ojjioers was Bertram D. Wolfe. 

lOO-llfJ040-A "NY Herald Tribune" 
J 11/16/54 

(26) 

On 4/15/55 Bertram Wolfe advised that the name of Oh i 
Oha o-Ting was .furnished to him in his capacity as director of .. · 
agitation and propaganda of the OP. Wolfe recalled making a two-week 
speaking tour with Ohi which took them through the Midwest addressing 
rallies which had been arranged by local WP organizations built around 
the theme ;;Hands Off Ohina. '' According to Wolfe, in 1929 he travelled 
to Moscow and by chance met Ohi on the street and they had lunch together. 

Wolfe stated that while he was generally acquainted with the 
career and writings oj Owen Lattimore (subject of 100-24628), he had no 
ji-r,st hand know ledge oj his activitrtes or sympathies. 

100-214628-6594 
(42).;-

On 10/24 55 protect identity) was interviewed. ;. J ~ b7D 

He stated that the Inernattonal Pub isher.s Oompany, Ina. (IPO) was 
origtnally .financed by A. A. Heller (subject oj 100-12584). Infrrmant 
related that Heller, in the confidence of certain Russian leaders, was 
granted a business permit in Russia from which he der:ifwd a substantial 
projit, which he used to finance IPO. Informant stated that he did not 
believe Heller ever influenced the operation of IPO from an editorial 
viewpoint. 

100-3fi5B4-9'l 
(41) 
SI 10@-135569-'?9 p.4 
(26){ 
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On 1/16/56,L...------------....,....----~-,............,.,.. 

{proteot identity) advised that Philip E. Mose~y subject of 105-31418) 
had been extremely oordial to Bertram D. Wolfe over the years. Mosely 
invited Wolfe to participate in the O:ouncil on Foreign Relations. 

105-31418-17 enc p.l8 
{3o) v' 

b7D 

Xhe eoz z ow ina in forma-t·~ on was received on 12/5/56 from Bureau 
Informant~~----------------~-

"Jay and I went to dine with Elly Brochowitz 27 Octo··ber, 1956. 
Bert and Ella Wolfe were there. I asked Elly (when she happened to 
speak of being in a concentra.ti on camp in France) if she 'knew a certain 
Mrs. Goua. What she told me adds and c onjirms my suspicion 'that she 
is a French agent." 

A pencilled notation stated that this ~njormation was 
furnished to informant by Louise Page Morris. 

Dr. Sabina Goua .is subject of file 65-32711. 

65-32!?11-17 
(65)l 
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On 11/19/56 Jay Lovestone advised in regard to the 

International Publishers~ Ina. (subjeot of 100-135569) and Labor 
Researoh Association~ Ina. that~ during his period in the CP~ both 
organizations were direotly subjeot to the Party's Agitprop 
Department~ headed by Bertram D. Wolfe. Lovestone suggested that 
Wolfe be oontaoted for information relative to these organizations. 

Ioo-i355)e-ll3 
(26'/43) 

On 12/5/56 Departmental Attorney of the Internal Seourity 
Division~ Department of Justioe~ interviewed Bertram D. Wolfe 
oonoerning the Labor Researoh Association~ Incorporated (subjeot of 
100-35102). 1'/oJ_je stated that whtle he was ohairman of the Agitation
Propaganda Department of the CP during 1927-1929., he was a8Iststed by 
Benjamin Davidson~ who he thought would be willing to furnish information 
regarding Labor Researoh Association. He also suggested a oontaot with 
David Saposs for information regarding this organization. 

loo-3.klo2-135 
(25)T 

On 5/22/57 Bertram Wolfe was interviewed. He advised that 
he was an author~ researcher~ and former member of the CP {opposition} 
wh ioh beoame the Indep,enden t Communist Lab or League~ then the 
Independent Labor League (Lovestonites). He stated he was a former 
member of the Exeoutive Committee of the Comintern in 1928 and 1929 
and also served in Mosoow. He was also editor of "The Communist." 
From 1919 to 1922 he ~as a member of the OP in various oapaoities. 

Wolfe advised that "Novy Mir 11 was the Qffioial organ of the 
Russtan Federation of the Amerioan OP. Wolfe sat as a member of the 
Board of the Russian Federation although unable to speak or understand 
Russian. As an offio'ial of the Party~ Wolfe knew "Novy Mir" to be the 
off'ioial Russian language organ of the OP. As the Agitprop Direotor 
qf the OP~ Wolfe furnished artioles to the magazine. 

Add 'it'i ona 1 infonra ti on. 
I 

l00-q9588-87 p.2~7,8~9 
(42)~ 
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The following reference is a Tesur Log and therefore is 

not being abstracted: 

H.fJ..t.e re!!£L1L 

fi5-30092-1707 

The following references in the fZle captioned OP~ USA~ 
pertain to the activities of Bertram D. Wolfe, former member of the 
Central Executive (J.omm ittee of the OP, during his membership and as 
a speaker and writer after his expulsion from the OP in 1929: 

ll!!L.£T:.§!J:JJ..£_j/; 

100-3-2086 

100-3-4-21 

100-3-14-2676 

100-3-20-366 

100-3-20-374 

100-3-20-375 

100-3-20-379 

100-3-20-901 enc p.662 

100-3-21-161 

100-3-21-168 

100-3-23-487 {39)v· 

100-3-23-488 {3ft) t/ .. 
/ 

100-3-23-490 (40) ' 

100-3-14-170X12 p.87 {21)/ 

100-3-4-1594 enc p.3, 137,144, 187~ 195~ 201, (2o:;;!e6f 
219,259,282~296,309,322,378,379~396~424,441, 
508,629,641,642~836,920,961,991~1076~1091~ 
1103,1104~1249,1272,1275,1532,1543,1544,1596,1603, 
1629,1630,1643,1669,1745,1747,1748,1750~1754~1759, 
1760,1761,1771,1912,2063~2698~3004 
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The following references in the file captioned OP,USA, 

pertain to the OP activities of Bertram D. Wolfe in the categor}es 
set out below: 

R .e.f.fl.r.§JlQ£_=/i. 

Bri§L 

100-3-74-119 

100-3-74-890 

100-3-74-912 

100-3-74-814 

100-3-74-1269 enc p.8 
Appendix A, enc. p.83; 
Index Pt. I, Part II 

100-3-74-914 

100-3-74-920 

100-3-74-931 

100-3-74-1117 

100-3-74-1121 

100-3-74-1194 p.9 

100-3-74-1195 enc p.43,55 

100-3-74-1397 

100-3-74-2961 

100-3-74-5191 p.25 
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(4) . 

(21)~ 
(21) ~ 

(21) / 

(66) / 

(22} I 
(80,~7. 
(87)~ 
(40) 
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• • 
The following references pertain to individuals listed 

in column 1 below who recommended that Bertram Wolfe be interviewed 
concerning the activities of various ·individuals who were subjects 
of file references set out below: 

Ind :f v.J:.4Y:fJ.l File 11 §.§.!!r.E.!LmJ.JLPJMJ.Lil §J!Jli§.Ct_J2L. 

(27)~ 
[.:il§_r.£.l.§.r.§..!lfJ.§. 

Paul Or ouch l00-233970-98X Rudolph 8h ohan 

Joseph Zack 100-41393-173 (42) Gertrud.e Johanna 
Kornfeder j Haessler 

Harry M. Wicks 106-3202-34 (81) ;· Philip Aronberg 

Ben Mandel 100-363963-93 {30) ;· Milton Berg 

Nathaniel Weyl 65-28762-35 (37) Frank Jellinek 

Additional information. 

The following references pertain to HOUA hearings on ·.Ui;I:-Ameri can 
propaganda activities during which witnesses submitted exhibits which 
contained information comg-ning Bertram D. Wol.fe. 

R e.t:.ft.r.~ 

Dies Committee Report 
Vol. #1~ p.603~630~631 

Dies Committee Report 
Vol. #4~ p.2613 

Dies Committee Report 
Vol. #11~ p.6865~6867~ 
6873~6874~6880~7127~ 
7129~7142~7143~7145 

Dies Committee Report 
Appendix #I~ p.460~463~ 
464~891~893 

Dies Committee Report 
Vol. #7~ p.4745 

§.f!.gz_fJJl_§li2 .... JJf}.fliL#. 

(8)/ 

{8)/ 

(8)/ 

(7),/ 

Fish Committee Report 
Vol. #2~ Pt. 1~ p.l8~19~23 

62-23170-146J p.l6 
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f'fitness ---
Walter 8. 
steele 

Sam Baron 

Dr. Henry R. 
Linville; Jay 
Loves tone 

; 8/16/38 

11/23/38 

11/2/39 
12/2/39 

Jay Lovestone 12/2/39 
The "Oommunist 11 

of 8eptemberJ 1929 

Benjamin Gitlow 9/9/39 

Walter 8. 
steele 

Walter J. 
Peters on 

6/18/30 

10/6/30 



• • 
The following referenoes pertain to the T.hird National 

Convention of the OP of Amerioa wh ioh was held Augu~t 17-August 21~ 
1922 ~ at Bridgman~ Mioh igan. Bertram Yfolfe~ as Al A 1lbrigh t~ a1 ias 
8hays~ attended. ----

li.!tJ:.2.1~ en o e NU'!J!J2.!fC. Sea r.s;]L§lii2.....IlE.att..Jt 

61-443-342 (ZO:i)"/ 

338 p.4 (9s:{oy 

375 p.6 (103) •' 
,/ 

508 (1o4)·v., 

642 p.2~3 (104) (' 

726 (93)~ 
828 (93) ,/ 

921 (95) / 

368 (103) j 
409 (103) /' 

61-817-467 (104) / 

61-228-104 p.2 (103) 

The following referenoes pertain to oorrespondenoe between 
Maroeau Pivert~ a Frenoh Sooialist in Mexioo~ and Bertram D. Wo~e: 

§er ig_l..Jl §§!E:.oh 81. i JLB.CJ.B.!J....ft._ 

61-8404-23 (63)~. 
28 (63)~ 
29 .{63) t/ 
34 (36) 

77 (63)/ 
./ 

89 (64) I 
90 (64) 

(64) I 96 

(16,,£)/ 97 
-40-



-• • 
61-8404-100 (64)t/ 

61-8404-101 (16),/" 

61-8404-105 (64),; 

61-8404-110 (64)/ 

61-8404-111 (64)/ 

61-8404-116 {64}; 

61-8404-151 (16,64f 

61-8404-184 (624)/ 

/ 
61-8404-187 (65)// 

61-8404-189 {36, 65)_ -
v//" 

61-8404-216 (65) 

100-203581-2394 (67)v 

100-178944-3 {67}'i 

100-223723-1 (67) ; " 

62-62736-2-17602 (87) 

61-1335-289 {86)y/'., 

The following references pertain to the activities of 
l3ertram IJ. Wolfe in connection with the Keep America Out of War 
Oommittee or Congress. He was a member of 7ft e Governing Committee. 

Rf?.L£.r.ence :Ji §§.gr_ch mie e@&u 
./ 

61-7559-2442 (48) / 

61-7559-7597X2 {13)/ 

61-7559-6703 (12) . . 

61-7559-11173 p.4,6 {13,, ,/ 
6l-7558-148X6 (35) .. 

61-10123-18 {36}1 
61-7608-5 (1~) 

-4}.-



• ' 
t/ 61-10689-29 (17) 

61-10689-13 p.4~6 (17y;f3( 

61-10689-30 {37)~ 
61-10689-2X (17) 

61-10689-5 / 
(17) . / 
~ 

61-10689-5X (17) ' 

61-7559-4773X5 {12}-1 

100-1180'6.1-2 {26)j 
100-23462-8 (57) 

The following referenoes in the file oapti oned Jay Lovestone_, 
flle # 61-1292_, refer to the assooiation of Bertram Wolfe with Lovestone 
while both were within the CP and after their expulsion from the Party. 

§.maL=!!. 
51 

70 

238 

295 eno p.23 

339 eno. p.20_,25_,12 

628 

992 p.l3~ 14~25 

850 

807 
4D1 1 en(!, f' ~~.2~ /tJ:t'"JJ~d. 
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The following references in the file captioned CP, USA, 

Re1Jistration Aot, file number 61-7590., pertain to the aotiviti,es of 
Bertram D. Wolfe_, formerly a member of the Central Exeouti,ve Committee 
oft he OP_, who was expelled from the Party in 1929. 

§£J:.i:.rJLIL §§_aroh §lfill_p_CJJ11!..Jl 

39 p.43 {15) / 

95 (15) ,/ 

128 (15) ,/ 

171 (15) t/ 

173X (15)~ 
201 (15!! I 
276 {3, 16 

561 (16)~ 
1523.· (16) 

written 
The following :references pertain_, ~tft arti,oles • • anu. a.A: e. by Bertram D. Wolfe. Publ~oat~on~se out when 

Introduoti on to 
"The Russian Rev olu
ti on 11 by Rosa 
Lux~mberg 

''Marx on the Truman 11The New 
Dootrine 11 Leader" 

1~oonomi,os of Present 
Day Oap ita 1 ism" 

''Marxian Eo on om i os ,,. 

3/19/51 

· I 

Re.f~!J:.Q!J...Ji. 

61-7559-2-2032 

61-7559-2-7145 

61-7559-2-4136 

61-7559-2-4135 

-43-

and pamphlets 
given. 
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{13) t./'' 

(ao) i/ 

(14),/. 
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• 
Introductton to 
"The Truth About the 
Barcelona Events" by 
La-mb a 

;'Keep America Out 
of Wa r, " "A p.,. ·og 7'am " 

"What is the Communist 
Opp osition?" 

• 
61-7559-1578 

61-7559-5672 

"Olass 8t7'ugg le or "The Oommun tst" 61-7559-3508 
a omm od i ty 8t7'ug g 1 e " Sept., 1921 or·. 

'its predecesso7' 
"The Workers Monthly" 

"Problems of Party 
T7'a in ing" 

.,1'/h ose Revolution 
Is It?" 

June, 1926 

'~ Program for the July-August, 1927 
Period of Prosperity" 

A Rev tew "The Ec on om ics J?J,1y-August, 1927 
of t;he coupon clipper 11 

;;Eastman Revises Marx November, 1927 
and Corrects Lenin" 

;iAthe tsm and March, 1928 
Ev ol uti on" 

"Pacifism and 1'1ar" May, 1928 

11Th e Right JJanger December, 1928 
in the Oomintern'1 

"Selling the Russians 
8h ort 11 

-44-

61-7242-A 
"New Leader" 
3/26/49 

V". 
(11) 

v 
{12) 

~ 
(13) 
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(12, 101) 
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(11) 
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• 
Introduction to 
"The Truth About the 
Barce 1 ona Events, 11 by 
Lambda 

';Civil 1'/rzr in Spain" 

"Revolution tn Latin 
America" 

"Class strugg 1 e or 
C omm od i ty 8trug g 1 e " 

Review of "Russia is 
No Riddle 11 by Edmund 
stevens 

"The Communist" 
Sept., 1921 

"NY Times 11 

4/22/45 

• 
61-7561-2-50 

61-7561-2-255 

61-7562-2-851 

61-34-29 p.ll 

61-8297-36 p.13 

"Marx on the Truman 64-211-A "New 
Doctrine 11 Leader'' 3/19/51 

Review of book ;;Talk "The New Leader" 64-200-232-143 
About Russia" by Pearl 2/9/46 
8. Buck 

"r!or1rers Rallying 62-23170-149 p.484 
Against Fascisti 
Revolt in Me:cico 0 

''How the Communists 61-5124-A "The New 
Black Out the Facts" Leader" 11/30/53 

"Marx on the Truman 
Doctrine" 

Translation and 
introduction to "The 
Russian Revolution" 
by Rosa Luxemburg 

co-author of "Len in, 
the American Working
class and Its Party 1; 

Works-unnamed 

{Title not given
historical ap~raisal 
of Bolshevism) 

"Si:c Keys to the 
8ov'iet System" 

"The New Leader" 100-3-99-1801 
3/19/51 

"The Workers 

100-13758-64 
Changed to 
100-3-4-64 

Monthly" Feb.,1926 100-20187-59 

Workers Library 100-24621-12 _ 
Publishers {subject 
of 100-24621) 

-45-

100-383236-7 
vol. 3, enol p.5 

Bureau Library 

/ 
(14) 

/ 
(14) ..,. 
(14) 

(101)/ 

v'" 
(16) 

(18) {// 

(18)/ 

(10)/' 

{22),/ 

{24y· 

{24)'/ 

{46) ./ 

{2)1 



i 

"Keep America 
Out of War 11 

Co-author "The 
Marxists 1 Reply 
.to Carey 11 

• 
"The Nation 11 

3/9/40 

' 
Bureau Library 

100-17826-657 

The following references pertain to lectures given by 
Bertram D. Wolfe which were sponsored by the organi2ations listed: 

Forum Policy Association 
Forum~ ~racuse~ NY 

American Fril3nds Service 
Committee~ Seattle~ Wash. 

American Friends Service 
Committee~ Seattle~ Wash. 

(Organi2ation not given} 

Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Phila.~ Pa. 

American Friends Service 
Committee~ Seattle~ Wash. 

Northwest Institute of 
International Relations~ 
Portland~ Oregon 

Jewish Community Center~ 
San Francisco~ Cal if. 

Institute qf Internati ona 1 
Relations~ Seattle~ Wash. 

Institute of International 
Relations~ Seattle~ Wash. 

Institute of International 
Relations~ Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends Service 
Committee~ Seattle~ Wash. 

American Friends Service 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

100-7888-135 p.28 

100-8231-20 

100-12868-24 

100-12049-20 

100-7660-1989 

100-18619-22 

100-998-40 

100-17139-93 

100-15375-22 

100-20351-49 

100-33049-50-13 

100-67226-28 

100-66887-12 

-46-
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,/ 
(57} 

(23}/ 

(23}/ 

v 
(78) 

(81) / 

(41)/ 

(23} /. 

(41}~ 

(23~1 
t// 

(24} ' 

(25}/ 

(42)/ 

(25)1 



• 
Institute of International 
Relations, Seattle_, Wash. 

Institute of International 
Relations_, SeattJ:e., Wash. 

A peaoe group_, not further 
identified 

Amerioan Friend's Seruioe 
Committee_, Seattle_, Wash. 

Amerioan Friends Seruioe 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

Jewish Community Center _,NY 

Amer ioan Friends Sooiety_, 
Seattle, Wash. 

Amerioan Friends Seruioe 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

(Ortanization not giuen) 
San Franoisoo_, Calif. 

(Organization not giuen) 
Seattle, Wash. 

(Organization not giuen) 
San Frano iso o_, Cal if. 

Mills College, Oakland, Calif. 

Mtlls College, Oakland, Calif. 

Amerioan Friends Seruioe 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

Institute of Internati ona 1 
Rela t tons, Seattle, Wash. 

Amerioan Friends Committee, 
Seattle, Wash. 

(Organization not giuen) 
Seattle, Wash. 

Insitiute of International 
Relations, Seattle, Plash. 

(Organization not giuen) 
Seattle, Wash. 

100-70409-19 

100-132686-8 

100-121145-51 

100-120818-1694 

100-113159-32 

100-146964-416 

100-195217-6 

ioo-170969-8 

100-214312-45 

100-206155-7 

100-203581-3702 
p.35,440 

100-203581-2837 

100-200162-4 

100-202425-16 

100-202534-191 

100-254116-18 

100-275197-2 

100-264170-14 

100-258735-7 

-47-
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,/ 

(42) 

,_../ 
(43) 

(4a)v 

-~ 
(43) 

t/ 
(55) 

/ 
(78) / 

(27) 

v' 
(26) 

(79)/ 

/ 
(44) 

(44)/ 

(79}:/ 

(78) 
/ 

(27) 

(44)/ 

(45)/ 

(27)J 

(45)/ 

(27)) 



• 
(Organization not given) 100-334143-I 
San Francisco~ Oal if. 

Jewish Community Center~ 100-334143-6 
San Francisco, Oa I if. 

Jew>'f;sh aommun ity Center, 100-334143-15 
San Francisco, Oal if. 

American Friends Service 100-330822-2 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

Institute of International 100-308095-5 
Relations, Seattle, Wash. 

Northwest Institute of Inter-· 100-325114-1 
n"ati onal Relations~ Seattle, 
1'/ash. 

Society of Friends, 100-347280-1 
Seattle, Wash. 

Society of Friends~ 100-347172-1 
Seattle~ Wash. 

American Friends 100-336002-9 
Ser v 'ice a omm 'itte e, 
Seattle~ T'fash. 

(At Roosevelt Jun'ior 100-360159-5 
High·'-. Soh ool), San 
Francisco_. Oal'if. 

American Friends Service 100-357025-1 
aomm ittee, Seattle, Trash. 

American Friends Service 100-421112-9 
Oomm ittee~ Seattle~ Wash. 

American Friends Servtce 124-6596-14 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends Committee, 101-6118-4 
Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends Service 100-168180-12 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends Service 100-168153-9 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

(Organization not given) 100-110609-20 
Meeting held at Plymouth 
Church~ Seattle, Wash. - -48-

• 
(46) 

v 
(46) 

/ 
(46) 

(51) 

,/ 
(45) 

(45) 
/ 

.../ 
(28) 

,/' 
(28) 

,/ 
(29) 

(29)/' 

(50),_/ 

(47) 
/" 
,_/' 

(54) ( 

(44)/ 

/ 

(44)/' 

(25) 



• 
{Organization not given) 
Seattle~ Wash. and San 
Francisco~ Calif. 

American Friends Service 
Committee~ Seattle~ Wash. 

Institute of International 
Relations~ Seattle~ Yfash. 

Institute. of Interna tiona 1 
Relations, Los Angeles, Calif. 
(Additional information) 

Anti-totalitarian 
Liberals~ NY 

Antioch Institute of 
Internat i ona 1 Relations, 
Yell ow Springs, Ohio -
Polish American Congress, 
NYC, NY 

Independent Labor League 
of Amet:ica::r NY 

Howard Univers ·tty~ Wash., D.C. 

Mills College~ Oakland~ Cal if. 

Mills College~ Ookland~ Ca1 if. 

League for Industrial 
nem ocracy~ NYC 

' 
100-353453-1 enc p.416 

61-777-50-47 

100-211943-12 

61-4674-A 
"Peoples World" 
7/1144 

100-356137-A 
"New Leader" 
3/26/49 

100-0-A "Washington 
Post" 7/13/47 

65-40955-162 

61-7559-3653X11 

61-7525-3 

65-51593-33, p.866 

100-17139-89 

61-524-87 enc p.15 

-49-
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(29) 

~ 
{33) 

(44)/ 

t// 
(10) 

(29) 

(39) ,/. 
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• t 
•' REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 

The foll owi,ng reference was not avatlable du-rtng the ttme 
thts summary was betng prepared: 

R et.§..r.£l!:.P i _1!. 

100-352546-152 

§.§.g_r:.si!J:._§j_ i, p pa g_ e_fl. 
(29} r/' 

See the search s 1 tp fi,l ed behind fi,le for other references 
on this subject which contain the same info7'l'f!{jtion (SI} that is~set 
out in the main file. If the source ;()r,:'informant is di,fferent, it 
will be noted on the search slip. 
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11r. :Sdg~/bowntng 
post Ottlee BOx 981 
Long Beach 1, California 

Dear Hr. Downing: 

1 - Mr. Smith 

January 11, 1962 

=tl 
I'T7 
("") 

Your let tor dated January 7, 1962, has been .,
1 
f 

received, and the interest which prompted your communi• iT1 
eating with me is appreciated¥ co~ 

--
A :regulation of tbe Department of Justice ,_, i t1 

prohibits the disclosure of information in our files to s ~ 
other than appropriate ~encios in the executive branch o 

~ ;;;, --. 
f1 - ~ 

_! ... 'i~' -.. ~ ... , 
_) ,- l" ''ll .-. 

;~ 
--~ 

of the Federal Government. I am precluded, therefore, z 
from furnishing the information you requested. You should 
not, however. infer that our files do or do not contain 
1nformat1on concerning the matter you mentioned. 

Inasmuch as your inqutry relates to appearances 
before the Committee on l)'nt-Amer;l.can Activities, you may 
wish to communicate directly with the Chairman, Committee 
on Un-American Activities, United states House of 
Kepresentativea, Washington 25, D. C. 

I am enclosing some material which may be of 
interest to you. · 

Sincerely yours, 

lit'/.3: ?'?~.tJt~ 
t·:~'' .. · ·~ .~ em .. ,_,tH~u 

Tolson __ Y...:::..t'' ~- i. ~In 
John Edgar Hoover 

Director 
Belmont Plf ~ 
Mohr 1 • l , · V Iff ht llt-
Callahan -~'· Jtqqlo~:Nre$ (3) !lW •;-'-' . ~ 
Conrad ~ 
DeLoach ''.:) 

Malone ~~ // _..-
Evans (I} .P J -";~'14 
Rosen WLS (3) ' r 
sullivan ! PW SEE NOTE ON YE OW, 
Tav"l--
Trotter -~.--. 

PAGE TWO 

Tel/. Ra6m ~t l '~ _, '2 "J 2 
In;ttG.m t ... L ,.,_,,.,. .. J.V'~ l 

Gandy · • MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 
I 

~· 
.. 

,.. 

\ ' \ 
' '\ 
~ ~ { ~ 



. t. • 
... . . 

' • 
Mr. Edgar Downing 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent is apparently identical with Edgar 
Downing, 147 East Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach 2, California, 
who wrote to the Bureau on November 12, 1958, and furnished 
information he considered to be of interest. His letter 
was acknowledged and he was thanked for forwarding this 
information. 

Correspondent requested to be advised when 
Berthram D. Wolfe c~e forward and gave "Un-American 
Activities committee" information as to his communist 
activities and named communists. 

' fCj 
Bertram Davidl-Wolfe, born January 1~, 1896, was 

allegedly the founder"of-tne-workers Party which later 
became the communist Party, USA. He was expelled from 
the Communist Party along with Jay Lovestone in 1929. 
He was described in 1950 by Benjamin Gitlow as a pro
Russian Marxist-Leninist; however, Mr. Lovestene and 
Louis Budenz advised they regarded Wolfe as a sincere 
anticommunist since his break with the Communist Party. 
wolfe served in the Voice of America Program from approxi
mately 1950 until February, 1954. Bureau Agents interviewed 
Wolfe on several occasions between 1947 and 1957 at which 

mes he coo erated in various degrees. He also served 

until sometime in 5. There are numerous re erences 
listed to his name in the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities accumulated indezes; therefore, it is believed 
correspondent should be referred to that Committee. 
wolfe has written several books and articles and has made 
numerous speeches. against communism. U!-(· ,_._,-~_, ~ -...~<: 3"711) 

spondent: 
The following material was sent to the corre-

1. "The Communist Party Line." 
2. 'The Faith to be Free." 
3. Director's Statement Dated April 17, 1961, 

Regarding Internal Security. 

- 2-
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' • 
TRUE COPY 

Jan. 7th, 1962 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover .r.i~",,..¥ J 
Federal Bureau of Investigation .,;>.-~'"' 
u. s. Dept of Justice Bldg. / ·/!·-/ 
Washington, D. c. ~? 

Dear Mr. Hoover ~ 
, I 

(j 
(I 

Mr. Berthram D. Wol~, (author of = "Three 
Who Made a Re~a speech at the "Cold War 
Seminar" at Ft. McNair, Wash:J.ngton D. c. in July, 1959. 

Mr. Berthram D. Wolfe was an American delegate 
of Communist Party for two years and attended the Lenin 
School in Moscow. 

Would like to know when Berthram D. Wolfe came 
forward and gave the Un-American Activities Committee 
information as to his Communist activities and named 
persons who were in the Communist Party. What government 
book can furnish me this information? 

TRUE COPY 

would appreciate hearing from you soon. 

Thank you very much. I remain 

Yours truly 

/s/ Edgar Downing 
P. o. Box 981 
Long Beach 1 

California 

a JAM 12 1962. 

\ ' ' 

·~ 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 i 
MAY 1962 EOITION , 

~;;;~~Rl ~o;~~ES GOv ··" NMENT • Memorandum 
DATE: 8/26/65 TO. :DIRECTOR, FBI (62-46855) 

1 ~1/A (ATT: RESEARCH SATELLITE SECTION) 

{]. :SAC, NEW YORK (100-87235) 

Yv ~~ 
SUBJ CT: 'STRANGE CO~ISTS I HAVE KNOWN" 

y ]3ERTRAM D WOLFE ~ BOOK REVIEWS 

ReBu1et 3/15/65. J1! ~~~ 
Submitted is one copy of captioned book. 

~ . 
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Their~\Banners Were Faith and Vision, 
. B!l~ RevolQtipu Failed Intellectuals 

Tolson~ 
Selmon~ 

M~ De.~ t__/' 
C sper ____ _ 
Callahan ___ _ 

Conrad -----
Felt ____ _ 
Gale _____ _ 
Rosen ...... / 
Sullivan tA:~-

'1 
Tavel ----'"'----
Trotter -----
Tele Room __ _ 

Holmes -----
Gandy ____ _ 

The Washington Post a(\d !,.~-

Times Herald ... 
The Washington Da~l}'~ews __ 

The E;veninq Star .5.~-dl-----

New'Y.,oik Herald..J'ribune __ _ 

New • ¥or~ J ouq;tal-:,;.merican __ 

New f~rk Dai'ly~News ----

" New York ~'ll?t -------,. 
The New York T-imes-----

The Baltimore Sun-----

The Worker--------

¥ Rosa Luxembourg, the frail, de- The New Leader ------
formed idealist, who insisted to Lenin 
that "freedom only for supporters Of the O~~ 'ft..~. The Wall Street Journal ) / 
government iS no freedom at all." The "'~ 'C.: The National Observer--!-,-~--
leading theoretician in European commu- f , 

1
. People's World-------

nism during .World War I, she was mur- C ,. : ; ;. '!,,Date 
dered by reactionary Prussian officers be- kL ~ / "il ~ J , ----------
fore she saw the flame of her faith in ,... 0 l- _., L'J '7 c 
freedom extinguished by the Bol;:Sheviks: ~ Irol7! ._;- ....) D /1',~. Q, I/ /}1.:\ AUG 16 196~ r J 0 167 s~ .~~?O~D~ Y' ',V' :.J 

~) 1 SEP 8 1965 -- 1965 
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