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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

 
September 27, 2016 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 

 
 

 
FOIPA Request No.: 1347678-000 
Subject: ASIMOV, ISAAC 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Title 5, United States 
Code, Section 552.  Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, with the 
appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision.  In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely.  The exemptions used to withhold information are 
marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 
 

Section 552  Section 552a 

(b)(1)
 

(b)(7)(A)
 

 (d)(5)
 

(b)(2)
 

(b)(7)(B)
 

 (j)(2)
 

(b)(3)                 (b)(7)(C)
 

 (k)(1)
 

50 USC 3024(i)(1) (b)(7)(D)
 

 (k)(2)
 

 (b)(7)(E)
 

 (k)(3)
 

 (b)(7)(F)
 

 (k)(4)
 

(b)(4)
 

(b)(8)
 

 (k)(5)
 

(b)(5)
 

(b)(9)
 

 (k)(6)
 

(b)(6)
 

  (k)(7)
 

 
16 pages were reviewed and 12 pages are being released. 

 

Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other Government 
Agency (ies) [OGA].  

 

 This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 

 We are consulting with another agency.  The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 
when the consultation is completed. 

 In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence 
of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

 
For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 

records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This response is 
limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard notification that is given 
to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Enclosed for 
your information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 

 
   For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia


The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site:  https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit your appeal 
by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”  Please cite 
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 
 
 You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison 
by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject 
heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to 
your request so that it may be easily identified.   

 

  The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was the 
focus of the investigation.  Our search located additional references, in files relating to other individuals, or matters, 
which may or may not be about your subject(s).  Our experience has shown when ident, references usually contain 
information similar to the information processed in the main file(s).  Because of our significant backlog, we have 
given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s).  If you want the references, you must submit a 
separate request for them in writing, and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

 

   See additional information which follows. 
  

 
 

Sincerely, 

        
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
   Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures 

Enclosed is a processed copy of the two documents that are responsive to your Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request. 

 This material is being provided to you at no charge. 

 

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home
mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 
 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign policy 

and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 

particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 

agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial 

or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy, ( D ) could 

reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 

institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 

regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control,  or reduce crime or 

apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 

under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held 

in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant to 

the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 

or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to a 

promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service he 

release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

FBI/DOJ 
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Type of References Requested: - --
C1Regular Request_ (Analytical Search) 
CJ All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
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CJ Nonsubversive References Only 
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, ... -· .. 
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Address~. ---~----------------------~ 
. I 

Localities ---------.,--_.....,...._ ______ .....,.._ 
Searcher/M 

R,__...,..... __ ...,Date I :2 -/Cf _ JnHials ~ _ 

Prod. _______ ~-----
FILE NUMBER 
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Type of References Requested: 
c=JRegular Request (Analytical Search) 
CJ All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
~Subversive References Only 
c::J Nonsubversive References Only 
c=JMain. References Only 

Type of Search Requested: 
c=J Restricted to Locality of ~-----­
CJ E~act ·Name Only (On th~ Nose) 
c=J ~uildup Cl v'C?riations 
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· Bi.rthdate .& P·lace 'L ;.:.I?_ -17 -· 
Address ----=~---~-.....---:--------

Localities ,....---,....:..;. . ..:.· ___ ...;;.....__ _____ _ 

R-----~Oate lif·_--lq ~~:l~~cif:r~ 
Prod·----~-----~ 
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September 14, 1960 

F' -

Asimov may be quite all right. 
••••• 

Your.s sinctirely, 

/, 

b6 
b7C 
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b3 
b6 
b7C 
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TO: DI~ECTOR, ~BI 

FROM: SAC' ~.EW' 'YORK I ] 
SUBJECT: . Fmi ~SIM0Ji (~~ (UJ 

/ 0 :-BOSTON) A # • ~ 
:J: S~a.e... Sftnov 

advised that 

in contact WLth Doubleday ~nd 
Publishers • 

1
U) -r · : ~ ,· 

I ]made inquiry for the .. a~dress and 
telephone number of a writer of science !iCl..tiQn.named 
~IMOJ.. He was gi Veil the follow in~: ·~ \,U) ~ , " 

61?-LA-7_9g~2?~~~~gh, West Newton, Mass., area code 

.N_iO i~d.i~es search unproductive in NYO ~~the 
basis of av~ilab;L~ i~~prmatior;t rega~,r<li~~: ••. AS~MOV. ~··· ····{U ) 

, . ~garding I _ :ew ~JJ~ onf~demtial . 
source~· , ~ . hav~ f rilsh d reliab e information .in the ' 
ast ·. ·advised that 

b6 

.t==--__,=b 3 
b 6 

----~o:n.~:rl-£A1:ELLlb 7 c 
b7E 
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b3 
b7E 

b7E 

In. the event of ~isseminat~~' the i~stant 
inJ;ormat"iqn shou·ld be classified "Se~t - No Fp:reign 
f>issemlnat:ton" as it was obta,gted fJ;"om a highlY sens'Lti..ve 
source o~ ~ontj Dni1;1g value. l!_he documentation. data 
cdncerning f }would( oth,~rwi se he cJ a ss:i fi ed 11 Se e;pet 11 b 6 
to protect the identities of . I b 7C 

I , - =~ (U)------. ___ ____J b7D 

·Boston wili conduct app-:roprt~te investigation 
to identify ASIMOV ~nd furnish background information. to 
NYO, with ~~or,menqatiohs regarding possible future 
interview. '(-i'"':J., ~ -

-2..,. 

"the 



c; .. ,,. .. 
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-~·- .... 

~ . -

1~60 

~ ~ 

. Thank you ve-ry :much. f9~ J>~inging th~ 
·Wor~.ation. in· yo~~ com~unication, ·ahd enclosures to .. -my 
~tt~Ijtion as· you did. E~closed is some Jl)aterial.pQr~a~iilg 
t9 the gene;ral'Subject of com~uilisntw}l~¢h may be of. mte:f~St 
to you, ]:ln«;l I !1~ returnh1g th~ data which y_ou :thqughtfq\ly 
iorwardeq with your· Jettex. -· 

S!Qce;r~ly yo.urs, 

Jolm. J!!dga:r lloover 
·.pirect9,: 

-:{ .. '\. --
.. 

b3 
b7E 

~· 
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Npte continued• .. 

- indicate. prior· correspondence f~oml I Last outgoing 
b6 
b7C 

8-26-57 .at wh.ic!t tim_e he .furnished us information regarding 
the Russian _Revolution of 1917. He was thanked for his 
obser.vations. It. is believed abov~ acknowledgenie,p.t is best ~ 
suited although we have no particular iritere~t in Jus observations. 

-,2-

• . ~ 
-- -- - -- -- ~~----~--------------------~~--~ 



·-

Title of this c~s.~· i·s· l?eing marked f'C ang_~ci" to show 
the subject '.s ~-full nanie as ~e~ fortJ:l in Boston. Telephone 
.Directory. ~> . ' , 

_ .. ~ . Re ·New york ai :teir_ ~--.B. ureau, [1/6/67, captioned , 
"FNU·''ASIMOV- {PH);_ _ k~~- · ., 

b7E 

b7E 

Boston We'st Suburban T~;iephori.e Directory_ shq_ws the_ 
~ above captioned individual as subscriber to 527-907.2 at 45 

Gh:i~nhough, 'Newton l M ~'$'$ -A-c. r-1 v s 6 77S . . ' ~- b 6 
. - · ·A-S I th o 1/ . b 7 C 

- Records of the Bureau of :Mot'or Vehicles fa -e 
~~~lth -oi'·MaSsachusetts; as checked b;ir ic I - I 

~fm=m-=m=mt\an--ll:/20/6~hows the above, date ·of birth 12.20 __ 
s c~nsed d~i ver ~n t~is spate:. ·.H~-~ w e GERTRUDE born 

5/16/J:7~, was aJ..f?o a licensed driver_. !, :. />1f2..S. :rslf~·~'St n, o.V' 

. - Reco~ds •of the Cz:edl;t BureELu ·of Gr.eater fos:on·, 

6. s~-·m-~B.lll:~m~vro~~l~f~~~~:~~~,t~!tr~~;e:~~-j~~t I-~~d fi~s. I 
~ire,. former ·r'"esidents -~-?4762 .Broagw~y st:r~et, ~omery:f:lle,~ 
Mass.,, B:Dd 2.~5 ·J;,qwel.l pt}:'eet, 'Waltham; M~ss·., we~•e curreJ?.i! 
resi~ents 9f the -above'ad~res~. He is emploxed ·as a ~each~ 
:B:t ·Bosto.n-I.T.nue:r:si;ty_and' no-~derogatory, c~edi~. data is contau}.ed 
th ~¥\- - I :lilt IJUIIIf 

~.x..e.~. ;; ' - ' ' 

b3 
b7E 
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The records of the Office of the Massachusetts 
Commissioner of Probation3 Suffolk County Courthouse 3 Boston3 

Massachusetts, a central ~epository for all traffic and 

WI · ~~~r~~~~~t:~:~~r::~:~:l!:~~~1m~~~~~:~~:: 
his wife.·, \ 

b3 
b7E 

b6 
b7C 

The records of Immigration and Naturalization Service . 
6 {U) ···~· 4s caus~ to be revie\'Ted by Supervisor I !on b 

·· · ·· ··. .. ll/20/6'WJ failed to show any informati6n regarding the ... b 7 C 
ubject. ,. ~ \ 

Boston letter e~u da ~Vfile '100-369973} 

:
i:h co:~ for N;·: · i-1 ptioned b 3 _ lk ROBPROF . s forth 
n erma on re tMo • In lu ed in this etter are the b6 

results of a check of the records of the Boston Office and b7C 'l information listed ip 11'tolho 1 5 Who". b7E 

HJlmmmmu -~IQn 12/6/67) Captain! . 
Boston un~versi ty, advised th._a'T"t-tT'"Ih .... e_s_u-=b~j"~""e_c....,t.--c_o_n...,t-=i~n_,li,....e_s_a.-:-t-,----' b 6 
Boston University as a Professor of B oc str • was b

7
C 

unable to furnish a i ~onal information regarding · 
subject.· J • • 

' 

• I 

-
2.* 



-.. - ~~-\ ~2: EOIT.ON' 
:;• • • <>:·'• i .AI., I'OkM NO. 10 Q. 0·. SOI0-107 

• "\__ -•.. :,.-..-..~-· ~. RE:G. hO. a.7 

TO 

.. ~ ... ;·.:tED STATES 'VERNMENT 

i ~Jeraorandura· .. 
' 

., 
DATE: 6/22/65 

Re Bo~?ton letter 

o~ 2/24/55 B9 715-S* made·-;~ailable a list of 
names u~ic!'l \'las in the possession of the CPUSA Underground 
or;..~:rating in the Bostop, Massachusetts area. This list 
wa::. entitled 11L~ for Otis Hood to VisitY and contained 
tc1:; name •_!:q3A-A:~:IMOV, Boston University ;Biochemist .- 11 

__ _..... ______ -- ...... 

The informant advised that there '\'tas no notation 
a:ter the name of ASIMOV and that he could not determine · 

OTis1HQOD was a CP member in 1955 and· is ·current,:..· 

l:.-~y his name w~s listed or whethe~~- been co,ntacted. 7:f 
the Ch~~_:m~!l .· of_ -~h~ _ ... ..CJ~USA 3 • ~e~ .. EJ;1gl9-nd.~Dis.tr.i c t • ~- "" 

_._ep:; 4/20/54 CEL!A7KJ;:IJ.EB. ~4 :r~ad ltree.t~ / · 
;: ·;r:.s?_ud~~~E~-~~J?O:.:, adv.~E?.d SAL that she and -- b 6 
ner husbandJ' .DA.V.m._-~LT.ER, .a ret re ~J.eu enant-colonel b7C 
:...!' the UoS. Army, were. 11science fiction 11 'enthusiasts and • b 7 D 
:i •. c, 1952 or 1953 attended a three day convention at the Henry 
Rudson1 Hotel~ NYCo It was confided to her at the-convention 
by SA1\~"11.1\SK0\1ITZJ 127 Sheppard 11 ve..9..J~J'la.r.B:.~-N .• J:o.J that Science 
:~·: ction Magazines d~-ua~arge amount of 1~blind 1~ ,publishin for ~ 
.. ne CP. , \ ~. ~ 

' I. ~) / _./ 7 
·p..o.l~...lo.W.w..:;;::~=.L.....J....__~ll..l...-·· ..... - ~;HJ) , . ;:, ·~ -~· .,.,.~ . :. 

b3 
·b7E 
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PrJ ' 
Mrs: KELLER named RO~~~~ES and DAMO~IGHT 

BS 100-25368 

as editors of the Science Fiction Magazines and ISAAC 

[ 
ASIMOVJ a ~cancer.researcher at the Boston-General HospitalJ · 

\ 
as a contributor to Scienc~ Fiqj;ion Magazines. · She stated' . 
that ASIMOV also wrote book reV.ie\'lS for the .defunct 
:Publication named "compass." · 

•. . 
The following excerpts \'/ere taken from SAC 

letter 54-62 dated 11/3/54: · 

on 10/14/521 Jadvised that the organization 
"Kational compass Cluos II forme in rvlarchJ 1951J by members 
of the CP \'lith approval :or the "higher committee 11 of the 
C?o According to the informantJ the aim of these clubs 
\•tc.s to hold CP meetings under the guise and name of the 
compass Club and at the same time watch the ~~:J;es of 
the Ne~J York daily newspaper "Daily compass. ~~~ 

In 1952! j~dvised that th~ editorial 
and' reportorial sarr or the 11Daily compass" was composed 
in the majority of communists and communist sympathizers. 

The "Daily compass" suspended publication oh 
' ' . 

·The 11/16/64 edition of the Boston HeraldJ 
page sixJ column oneJ contained an article which set forth 

. that D~. ISAAC ASIMOV is a noted Biochemist and an Assistant 
Professor at Boston Universityo 

The 1962-63 Boston University General catalog 
.:. .:.sts ASil'vlOV as an Associate Professor in Biochemistry \'lith 
.o.i'fices at 80 East C~J)c~~d:~~treet.!-:Boston. V-

1)1 I ·' ! ,f'( ,) ' • l -._ • .,: J~--~---
The 1964-65-edi"t:ton~of ~'1-Ih-c>ts-wno In America " 

l~sts ASIMOV a~ an autpor\and educator born 1/~2}20 at . 
.::-etfr:>ovichi"J Russia.J son oft .JUDAH -.and ANNA RACHE . OV 
neej BERrt.tAN. ASIMOV· arrived .in-the Unite-ctsta.'tes n 192"3 
.~r.dj\1a:s~na'turalized in 1928. He received a B .so degree 
_":."om columbia University .J New York.J in 1939J an M.A. degree 
~~ 1941J and a PhoD in.l948. 

- 2 -

./ I ;-- · 

b7D 

b7D 
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BS 100-25368 

~~.~ -~ ... ~ 
, _ His wife 

/ --
~ --··he married in. 1942, 1....-----------~----=-~.......,__,(""""'l"'" _ ___. 

• ,<. < ., --·~ - · ._... - ', ,.. 
He has oeerl associated. \•11th-the-Boston University 

School of Medicine since. 1949 and became an Associate 
~rofessor of Biochemistry in ~955. -

vJho: s !-!ho also lists a number of books authored 
by ASIJ.~OV. His home address \'las shOT.·m. as 45 Greenough 
street, trest Ne't'Jton 55, Massachusetts. 

··I I has advise"d· that Unsub ROBPROF is a 
noted person in the-field of Microbiology, which, according 
to the medical dictionary, is the science of nature, life 
and actions of micro-orga~isms (bacteria~~~~ 

Biochemistry is the study of the chemistry of 
-~i1e living 'tissues of plant and animal life. 

:

oston is not suggesting that AS~10V is ROBPROF 
<:1 _ I has advised that ROBPROF ·is in c:lield · 
:::. i Microo~ logy. HO't'lever, as in the case of he 
t~ould be considered as a possibility in ligfi~ is 
-~_:ackground, Ttthich contains informati~imical to the 
best interests o·f the United Stateso ~,;oy~ 

I Massachusetts General Hospital, 
::oston, lv!ass •. , \•laS COQtacted on 6/14/65 and he rduj :ed 
~~ is acuuainted withl Jbut that_ _ I 

I is unl)Do\'m to him. He further advise that 
L.......:c-=~---:Ji-=s~n:-::o~t::---:a:-::'t'-:-:la~re that[ lis acquainted with or has 

z....;;;socia.ted with any soviet nationals.«~(V9 

Boston is closing the case on 1,.........;..._ ____ ....,1 and 
·3 placing the ROBPROF-case in a pending. inactive status 
~1tii such time as mare Iefinitive descriptive data is 
~~ceived fro~o~ other sources as to his identity. 
-:·1 the interim Boston wi 1 remain alert during pursuit of 
,·,.,;neral investigative duties in other cases· o~is nature 
.. : Jr additional suspects ln the ROBPROF case. (~Cilj 

- r3 -

. (. . 

.. 
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