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- Dr. CPPENHEIMER has just recently been interviewed in connactlon
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ducted within a few days pending receipt of specific information requested
from the Washington Fleld Office. This latter interview may possibly re-
veal whatever association or affillation Dr. OPPENHEIMER has had with the

Communist Party 1n the past. ‘ _ S

Inasmuch as the results of the pending interview wit.h Dr-,.QPP
will be submitied immediately thereaftsr the report on him will be-hald
until such 1nterview is completed.
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3. ROBERT GPFENHEDMER <+ 0 - =

L A

2727 o april by 1952, KENNETH SANSOE / 5B, Dean of the - =i

School of Chemistry st the University of GalifofAia, Berkeleys Coliforma, .07 -
requested that Agents of this of fice contact hime "It is to be noted that . = :
PITZER was the subject of an AEAA investigatione ... . .- .. .,':__‘A_._:'_’;:‘::_‘;‘.:-;“_,',i}'." C
e PITZER was jntervieved on April h, 1952, by Special Aganpg s :

T RIGHARD G FIETCHER and JRMES Po KIEe . © ©2 %

| L. - T TR ST AT Sk e
A PITZER stated that the reason he had requested this interview - - //J
was to have recorded in the FEI files the fach that his opinion of Dps Je- 7> SN
at the time he was inter- -
ago by Specisl Agents of this Bureau, abt which ... )
time they were conducting an jrvestigation of OPPENHEIMER under the Atomo DL
Energy programe It is to be noted that pr. PITZER was previously {nterviewed '
in 1947 at which time PITZ¥R advised Special Agents DAVID E. TODD and CHARLES i --.”
F. ERUSCH that be, PITZER, had the atmost confidence in both the loyally apd AR
scientific ebility of Dr. OPPENHEDER. He further stated that Dr. OPPENHEDER R
at that time was an advisor to the Norihern California Association of Scientists * -°
and had been very much disturbed at the Northern Califormia Association of, .. T
Scientists! statement which had been made in opposition to aid for Greeces - .77 ”’

;

]

t . .

E ' ; b, PITZER stated that he now i doubtful as to the Yoyalty of F. s

Vo

)

e;y;‘ ™, OPPENHEIMER. He stabed that 4his doubt is primarily based on two reasonss °
+ ¢ First, at the time the question was being decided as to the position to be ;i \
s &' yaken on whether the Onited States should work on the development of the S )
P 2% [y B-Bomb, J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER ook the position of opposing the development .. 1.
Y4 4'F of the H-Bombe Dre PITZER stated that not only did D PENHETMER oppose 4% . 7 -
4 t personally, but that be attempted to snfinence other merbers of the Comm.ssion™ ) .
éi, ,f;ani other influentizl persons to also opposs 1te The second reason wasd that -7,

Ve peven though OPPENHEDMER'S position of opposing the development of the H-Bomb . ' -

{,PQ’ was overruled by the President, QPPENHEIMER stayed on &3 Chairman and as such
bas been impeding progress on this work. ..When asked for specifics as to how K

) jmpeding the progress of this work, Dr. PITZER stated that OPPENHEIMER _ic.
'S asbeen instrumental in persuading other outstanding scientists not to work 2V
e on/,jhis'prpject,, particularly the project at Los Alamos. ¥hen PR
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: T
. .1‘.:- . 6..{...‘.__
. Director, FEL _ :
1_31_5,:_-;.-“11‘._-.'BOBET_OPPE!~II-IEBIER :
nanes‘of {ndividuals whom OPPENHEDMR had persuaded mot to work\gx the B-fombl, %
but to engage in other type work, PITZER stated he thought one e - '
and that he believes there were others, although he could not” st cally “..nide :
recall their names at this time. Be stated, however, that EDWARDATELLER, who _, -
58 head of the work at Los Alamos, if TELLER decides to talk, oduld furnish =17 -
- more namese I . T s R VTR A .
h It is recalled that HANS EETHE 1s the scientist whon JULIUS RS

egedly received atomic energy information from through ALFRED _ . . ...

- TTe R
. P

- “n -

st s When asked for specifics as to instances wherein the decisions
of OPPENHEIMER bave delayed development on the B-Bomb, PITZER stated that he ~.. -
could not nish any himself but rather 4t would take a scientist like TELLER -

or one W. F¥LIBBEY, presently stationed at Chicago, to evaluate such instancess
PITZER s , however, that in his opinion it can be documented that OPPENHEIMER -
has blocked progress on the H-Bomb while acting as Chairman of the Scientific
Committee of the AEC. . S S R A L

-

-
- "

de  PITZER stated that another item which he would like clarified . .
%, " - pertains to the information which he had previously furnished relative to ... .7
S OPPENHEIMER's making it a point to see PITZER personally and express disappointment.
o= at the press release $ssued by the Northern California Association of Scientists
opposing the military aid to Greece. PITZER said that at the time he previously .

.. .. talked to the Agents he cited this as an example of OPPENHEDMER'S patriotisme . * .
.+ 17 However, upon further yefiection upon the matter and particularly gince reading -
W the testimony of PAUD@UGH, 4t occurred to him that guch & visit to him by
- OPPENHEIMER, which see unusual to him, might have been '
St motive to deceive PITZER as to his real feelings. PITZER stated, however, that
: ' the above was merely an opinion on his part. AP SR L

= »

-— e
e

LAY

. A

L e e Y

RN s L, . PITZRR stated that the above situation with regard to J. ROBERT .
(% -~ OPPENHEDMER has caused him considerable copcern and that he has discussed this

<. . patter with Dre Lou VAREZ and Dr. E. %ﬂmcg, both of whom are also -
- concerned about the fact that OPPENHEIMEE bhs continued as Chairman of the
c. - .. Advisory Committee of the Atomc En\ery,commiasion while opposing its.dévelop

-,

NLE T D
;L fabid

. a8 Chairpan-of the

fi-Bomb developments

. Secretary of Defense
~ OPPENHEIMER through their liaison representative with the Atomic

ey haa -
SIS

i L
. .!»t'?'."‘_": * v .“ -,
Advisory Committee of the ARC although he had_opposed;t;hg_ﬁ-&;-_{; .

¥l 4n the firet instances . o L R L
iywwbs - PITZER advised that he bas no personal grievance with OPPENHETMER f :
%' he parther stated that be had 3isoussed with GORDON DEAN, Chadrman
PITZER further stated that be is of the opinion that the
1s aware of the above gituation with regard to J. ROBERT

sbove had nothing to do with his leaving the Commissiobe .. #Ziyi%
l.i-,omc Energy Commission, the fact that OPPENHEIMER was allowed to continue \
Commissione '

AR T .'-M..‘ . . - . - o - =
R L . e A e T PRI . s S
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NSRS Tt Y
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Dr. PITZER stated that he is very much concerned about 2 J

sbove at the present time jnasmch as it is his opinion that J. ROBERT. -~

OPPENHEIMER is now "making a play® to be yeappointede :. Cahm haoou L

pr. PITZER stated that he would prefer that the gbove information .

noct be furﬁished to the present comissioners of the Atomic Ener Commisgsion -7 -
for strong personal reasonss Re stated, however, that in the event this Hureaw .
it & - ..

felt it was necessary o advise the Commission that ke would sppreciated
T S, 2%

a

5

utmost care would be taken to conceal his identity_;_' S e L & nEE :

. . Wo further action is being taken in this matter by the San isin-: -~ -
Francisco Office at this time, but it is suggested that iz view of the @ <" .. e
gensitiveness of J. ROERT OPPRHEIMER's position and the seriouspess of the - i

o

allegations that the Buresu consider furnishing this information to the "~ s
Presidente . . I T TR R e TR s
- > e . - - - = s ® - A ,us-.-‘.'. .:\:‘.-. . —.7_1:(\-.:”\’.:)1:-. 3 :

. - - -
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Oﬂice Memarg zmz U_NITED STAY 'BGOVERNMéNI

TO : 4. E. BE : . DaTE: A4pril 16, 1952
FroM ¢ . 4. BRASTGAN : P
O R .

UBJECT: DR. J. ROBERY OPPEXFEIMER 4
. INTERNAL SECURITY - R &/ﬂ
A\

)
’//_, PURPOSE:
g

/ Xeaneth S Ptt:er, University of Caolifornia,
advised Ae E doubirul yolty ot DreOppLaheiner
l since he opposed the developnent of the H-Bomb and yet rem ned -

heimer not %o work on ghe N-Eonb. Tr. Pitzer. cloim i _that Edward
TMMA&M.JMM@_Q le_to evaluate instaneea uhereu
Dr. Oppenheiper's decigions have deloyed developaent of the H-Bowbe
{Information deing Surnished i‘"ﬁ"‘"ﬁ‘ﬁa?’ﬁ?ﬁﬁumﬂﬁ‘em
}] the Atomic Energy Commiasion. Bethe, Teller, and Libby will be
Iatervieved regarding allegation. . ﬁ

DETAILS: .

as Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission Advisory Comnittfe
and has been tmpeding progress on ithe H~Boab Project. ans
tdentified o8 an_tndividual who was possidly per_guodg re Oppen-

.n:..nmn.s«.zmu_mﬂ, of the School eof <
Chermistry, Untversity of Califoraia, Berkeley, Ca ernia, gdvised
on April 4, 1952, thot he 15 noi doudbtful as to the loyalty e ]
Pr._Js _Robert Oppenheimer, Chairman of the Atomic Baergy Comnisgien
Advisory Committess Dre Riizer ptated shot.his-doubi 1a bpp ~ T
primarily on two factors. <First,. Oppenheimer Aas opposed the o
deveropnent o) the N-Bond anrd has attempted to influeace ether 4

individugcls to eppose $t, and _second, es Chafrman of the Atomic
Erergy Commission Advisory Counmittee, he has itmpeded the progress
of the work on the H-Bomb, .

Dre. Pitzer staoted he could mot specifically feeall
\ the maomes of tné!v;‘mﬁm‘opu ﬁe‘ﬁh‘&"!i‘é’?"‘ha‘d)erauad d Bit_tp
work 2A_%he F-Bomb but ke thought $hof Yans Beihe Migh} hd
one, JIm addition, Dre, PItzér 8iaiec '

he decgides Lo talh_gmyu ditional namgs. ¥ Regardiag speeifie

inatances where Dr. Oppenheiner *s.decistons have delcyed developnnt

K¥D:mes 4"0/0/ ‘91 %
4

[re——

i < Ll. f, ’i'!

Attachnents -

7 f
a9 JUN 12\952

- —
“;»—v-wn—qﬁvw E4 i ac by kel il o) b ok T e gl y




md, Dr. Pitzer stated that scientists Ifke Dr. Teller
Liddby ef Chicogo would be able to evaluats such imstances.
Oppenhe r

Bethe rn Straabourgf Germany, July £, 1906, has beea
niversit

Pro[esgQ::EZ:Eﬁiblsﬁ_ﬂi;ﬂgrnell y since 1935, From 1543
to 1946, he served as Division Leader irR the eoretiecal Fhysics
Department ot Los Alames, KNew Nexicph Bethe has odnitted close

ags_oc_ignﬂum.g&%z#&%gw% chi, CORJEEIeT SoUTET Byent,
aince 1934« In conneciion with av\lniérview by mewspaper reporisrs

in Fedbruar 1950 ethe 18 reported to have stated off the record
thot he could understond. .why Fuchs dig whot be did ajnce.afier
all, g scienyiat 32 of the ¥

AL ¥orid_and yorks [or, the world.”

. David Greenglecss, confessed Soviet agent, en July 2, 1851,
advised ke had furnished Bethe's mame, among ethers, to Haorry Geld
a8 ¢ possidle Soviet espionage recruit,

4n tnvestigation is presently being conducted tn connection
with Bethe's contacts_ond gssociatlon with Indlviduals Travoloed

1 9

tW The Jullus Kosenberg cases  (65-60393)

-

Re Dr. Edward Teller:

Dre. Teller, born tn Hungary, ts Professor of Physigs

et the Univeraity aof Chicogo, and was employed on research in
c o&w&ﬂ&m&udﬁﬂ o uu;g Fi _Kovéeaber 6, T901.

Investigation regarding Teller revealed thot A} ane was 08
vith the United American = Spanish Aid Committee and Washington
Connittéee for Depocratift fbn__Conmuniat Jfront groups, Ke mos
.3 0 De posaibly/identical with the instructor at the Communtat

Norkers School im Newy Fork ia 1941, (116-27138)
1£:1-3°F]

Re Dr. ¥illard Fran

f .
_dorn 1808, Colorado, ta_Prafessor.af Chenfatry

Miclear Studisgs, LBIengo. Dr. Libby has beexn
contacted by the Chicago Office in the past regarding atomic energy

'~ matters and hos been cooperative,

o« Libd

o

-2~
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OBSERVATIONS: - - . A ;

. It is poted ths mnigsioner Thomss Yurray receatly ]

al Lt%ihat Oppenhetmer imposes a tremendoug influence on The

Atomic Bnergy Program since the Adtomic Energy Comnigsion Advisory
Comniticé can exer® influcnce Bper Rhe E3ient o Production, £Iponalon,
and stockpiling, Commissiomer Nyrray indicated he intended to

oppoge Oppenheiner’s reappotntment to ihe AdLTEory Toanitiede

The New York Times for Warch 8, 1952, lg(n-t.».ct an article
reporiing receai remarks of Dr. Kenneth Sanborni/Pitzer before the
Anericaon Chemical Societfes in which he charged that there has
been serious and unnecessary delays in the Atomic Energy Programe.
Dr. Pitzer reportedly stated that more than one of the tnfluenticl
members on the General Advisory Comnmittes sesn to have *remarkably
1ittle enthusicam for the primary goals of the Atomic Energy
Commission.* - _

&

Dissemingtions

Laformation.regerding this.matter 1s betng furnished -
to the Department, Admiral Seusrs,-asd_the Atomic Energy Connissione

RECOYMENDATIONS:

It is Bethse, Dr. Teller, and by
”b faterview () ol gariong _made by Dr. Pitzer
“—1————11-1-5-—-9&‘0 : -

regarding br. Oppenheimels,

CTION:

e ———————

- There are @itoched gommunications to the Depariment,
M;tdntral Souera, and the Atomic Energy Commission,

!,11 There is also atiached @ leiter reguesting the
interviews with Drs. Teller, Bethe, and Libby be conducted,
in the event you approvs. i o,
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DETATLS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Doctor WILIARD F, LIBBY, Professor, Chemistry Department, Room 442, Research
Institute Building, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinols, who is also a
member of the General Advisory Committee to the Atomic Energy Commissiom,
and a member of the Committee of Senior Responsible Reviewers of the Atamic
glz‘.nergy Cormission, advised on May 6, 1952 that he had known . . ROBERT
OPPENHEIMER since 1930 when he, Doctor LIBBY, was a student at the University .
of California at Berkeley, California. Doctor LIBBY stated that he had taken
& course in the Physics Department of the University of California umder
Doctor OPFENHEIMER. Doctor LIBBY informed that his contact with Doctor
OPPENHEIMER over the past twenty-two years has been infrequent. He stated
that during the early and middle 1930's, while at Berkeley, California, he
had occasional social contact with the subject. Doctor LIBBY advised that
since the end of World War II, he has been in contsct with OPPENHEIMER on
occasions and thst during the past year to year and one-half has had
considerable contact with the subject due to the fact that both he and
OPPENHEIMER are members of ihe General Advisory Committee to the Atopic
Energy Commission. Doctor LIBBY stated he had met OPPENHEIMZR's wife on
two occasions, both contzcts being during the past two years. '

I In regard to whether or not Doclor OPPENHCIMER had opposed the development
of the H-bambd, Doctor LIBBY informed that it was his bellef that OPFENHEIMER
/had opposed develoment of{the E-botb, Re stated, however, that the General
Advisory Cammvutee had advised the Atomic Energy Coemission not to work omn
the H-bomb, and that he believed this recommendation on the part of the .
General Advisory Committeec was a matter of public record as a result of
testimony before the Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy Matters,
headed by Senator ¥C MAHON, Doctor LiIB3Y said that he believes but is mot
certain that possibly OPFENHEIMER had gone to President TRUMAN and expressed,
his views opposing the develoment -of the H-bomb. Doctor LIBBY informed
that he was not a member of the General Advisory Comittee at the time
consideration was being glven to the development of the H-bamb and that the
above was largely "scuttlebutt™ on his part, He informed that the Joint
Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy Matters should be in possession of
" testimony by Doctor OPPENHEIMER which would reflect the subject's views in -
this regard, He added that he belleved that since the General Advisory
Coamittee had recormended to the Atomic Energy Cormission that the H-bomb
nct be developed, that it was a rcasonable assumption that Doctor OFPENHEIMER
opposed the development of the H-bomb since he was the chairman of the o
_General advisory Conmittee, Doctor LIBBY remarked "his consistent course -
. R [ Y S A *
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of behavior has indicated that he does not feel he was originally wrong ia
opposing development of the H-bomb," '

]
Doctor LIBBY related that he had on several occasions been in disagreement
with OPPENHEIMER on policy matters concerning the Atomic Energy program,
LIBBY explained that OPPENHEIMER had a tendency to take things slowly .
while he, LIBEY, favored B more energetic and rapld build-up of the Atomic
Energy program. LIBBY further explained that while he personally favored
an all-out development of the Atomic Energy program, OPFENHEIMER generally
favered the conservative approach.  Doctor LIBBY stated, however, in this
regard that OPFENFEIMER was usually supported in his views by Doctor JAMES
B. CONANT, President, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
Doctor LEE A. DU BRIDGE, President, California Institute of Technology, ,
Pasadena, California., Doctor LIBBY added that he sometimes had the feeling
that perhzps CONANT and DU BRIDCE were taken in or persuaded in their
viéws by OPFENHEIMER, He stated that this might not be true as both men
.were capable of making decisions on their own, He advised that he was
unable to be more specific in this regard, X

A

Doctor LIBBY stated that he knew of no case where Doctor OPPENHEIMER tried
to persuade scientists not to work on the H-bomb, but stated that he vas . ;
in no position to know if such had or had not occurred, In this regard, ; X
Doctor LIBBY stated that the Director of the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory,
Los Alemos, New Mexico, or the head of the Physics Division at Los Alamos |
might know if OPPZNHEIMER had ever tried to persuade scientists not to work
on the H-bomb, Doctor LIBBY also mentioned that FREDERICK DE HOFFMAN, a
scientist at Los Alamos who was formerly secretary of the Committee of
Senjor Responsible Reviewers, might have informatiom in-this regard as he

w3s usually well irformed on the scientists working at Los Alamos. Doctor
LIBBY suggested that Admiral 1EWIS STRAUSS, 30 Roekefeller Plaza, New York,
New York, be interviewed. Doctor LIBBY stated that Adniral STRAUSS was an
ex-Atomic Energy Commissioner who was acquzinted with OPPENHEIMER and who

wis familiar with Atamic Energy Commission affairs. Doctor LIBBY was asked
to state specific examples as to where OPPENHEIMER may have impeded progress
of work on the H~bamb, He stated that the best example was the fact that
OPPENHEIMER had "kmocked the program at it's birth." LIBBY pointed out 4n
this regard that OPPENHEIMER's position was largely of an advisory capacity
and that while he had a strong influence, he was not in an administrative
position where he could deliberately cause delay in the H-bomb program,

s = g
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In regard to the loyalty of Doctor OPPENHEIMER to the United States Govern-
ment, Doctor LIBBY stated that OPPENHEIMER probably knows more sbout this
vital type of information than anyone else because of his long experience

and access to confidential informatfon, and that for this reason he should -
be cheeked with extreme care. Doctor LIBBY added, however, that he believed
anyone working in a key position on Atomic Energy matters should be checked
with extreme care., Doctor LIEBY ststed that he did not desire to meke 8 °
positive statement as to OPPENHERER's loyalty, and he poipbed out in this
connection he has been acquainted with EMIL JVLIUS YIAU CHS, who was = .-
convicted of espionzge in England, and BRUNOIFONTECORVO, an atomic scientist
who disappezred in 1950, He stated that based on his association with -
FUCHS and PONTECORVO he had no reason to suspect them of being in any way
disloyal and thet for this reascn he was hesitant t¢ makte a positive state-
ment regarding anyone's loyaliy. C LT S N '

\

A

Advisory Committec, to the Atomic Energy Commission was due to expire dn a
few weeks and that he personally believed that it would be extremely wise
not to reappcint him, Doctcr LIBBY stated that the reason for his belief

that OPPENHEIMER lacked the nccessary enthusiasn for the program.

it

Doctor LIB3Y advised that OPPINHEIMER's term as a member of the Geriwgal—~———y"

in this regard was not based on sccurity rcasons but was based on his belie! !

. = REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN «
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE ~

LEADS

One copy of this report has been furnished to the Abuquerque, New fbrk
and Yashington Field offices for information in the event the Bure¢an .
requests investigation of these offices based on information in this
report, :

One copy of this report is furnished the San Francisco office for their
information, : :

REFERENCE: Bulet to Newark, 4/16/52
Butel to Chicago, 4/25/52
Chicago teletype to Bureau, L4/30/52 S
Albuguerque tcletype to Bureau, 5/2/52 R
Butel teo Chicago, 5/2/52
Chicago letter tc Bureau,’ 5/2/52
Chicago teletype to Burecau, 5/6/62
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CHARACTER OF CASE

SYNCPSIS CF FACTS:

+ Department, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois,

Dr. WILLARD F. LIBBY, Professor of Chemistry, Chemistry

was interviewed on May 6, 1952 and advises he has known
Dr. OPPENHEIMZR since 1930, ,and that during the past

year has had considerable contact with the subject due

to the fact thot both are members of the General Advisory
Cormittee to the Atomic Energy Commission, Dr, LIBBY )
states he believes that Dr. OPPENHEIMER had originally
opposed the development -6f the E-bomb and he states

that OPPENFELLER's "consistent course of behavior has °
indiczted that he does not feel he was originslly wrong
in opposing develoment of the H-bomb.” Dr. LIBEY
advises he hes no knowledge of subject having persusded
or attenrted to persuade scientists not to work on the
B-bomb., Dr, LI3BY expressed the opinion that he

believed it would be extremely wise not to reappoint
OPFEMHED}YZR to the General Advisory Comittee to the
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regard not based on security reasons but on a lack of
enthusiasm on the part of OPPENHEIIER for the Atomic
Energy Commission program,
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