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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

February 19, 2016

Subject: FILE NUMBER
65-HQ-68323

The Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Information Policy’s advised you by letter dated September 7,
2011 that your appeal was referred to the DOJ's Department Review Committee (DRC). The DRC reviewed
the classified information withheld by the FBI from your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to
determine whether the information should remain properly classified pursuant to Executive Order 13526.

As a result of our review of the appealed classified information and/or a determination by the DRC:
7 Portions of previously withheld classified FBI information have been declassified.
T Althe previously withheld classified FBI information may be disclosed.

C Althe previously withheld classified FBI information is exempt from disclosure pursuant to
subsection(s) of Title 5, United States Code, Section 552/552a.

¥ Portions of the declassified information are exempt from disclosure pursuant to subsection of
Title 5, United States Code, Section 552. Deletions have been made to protect information
which is exempt from disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the
excision. When appropriate, a deleted page information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate
where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked
below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions.
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17 pages were reviewed and 17 pages are being released.




Enclosure

Sincerely,

Dl

David M. Hardy

Section Chief

Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Records Management Division
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The recommendations referred to above are being
made on the basis of the highly successful results achleved
in effectuating the development of NY 4102-S*, In order

“to have realized the end result, considerablé obstacles had

to be overcome, and the results achieved were, in no small
measure, directly attributable to the teamwork of all the

agents assigne’dw
BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION

As the Bureau is aware, JUAN MARI ERAS is the
Secretary General of the Movimlento Pro Independencia de

.. Puerbo Rico (MPIPR), a resident of Puerto Rico, vehemently

anti-United States and pro-CASTRO, highly intelligent and
well educated, the combination of which factors made him an
excellent subject for recruiltment by the Cuban Intelligence
Service (CIS).4 M2

Through the development of several highly

~confidential sources, [the intelligence agencies of this

Government were made aware of the fact that the CIS was
operating several obviously highly trained espionage agents
in Puerto Ric%*ﬁ’wo of the agents known to have operated in
Puerto Rico were assigned the arbitrary code names of

" OVERTHROW"[__ “Jand in both of these cases, an

assignments, As a result of investigation in the above

cases, one of ssible suspects developed as possibly

| identical with was JUAN MART ERAS

On 7/31/63, JUAN MARI ERAS arrived in NYC from

~-Puerto Rico on a trip, the specific purpose of which was

unknown; but, by virtue of the above circumstances, was
suspected to be on behalf of the CIS and the MPIPR, MARI
BRAS was placed under discreet surveillance and was found

to have registered at the Hotel Bristol, located in the mid-~

town area of New York City, a high proportion of the
clientele of this hotel being of‘ Latin origin@g
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agentl - |and any other activities that JUAN MARI BRAS

At plan was carefully formulated to gain
access to the personal papers in the possession of JUAN
MARI BRAS, in an effort to develop any information which
might tend to substantiate the suspiclon that this
individual was identical with the unknown Cuban intelligence

bl

could be engaged in on behalf of the Cuban Government b3

and the MPIPR, SA DONALD E, HALTER was assigned the

task, assisted by SA"J, WILLIAM LOVE, of developing a highly
confidential source who could furnish the desired information.
In order to effectuate the successful realization of this
task, the following problems and obstacles had to be

overcone:

In order that the operation, or development of
this source, could be afforded maximum security, MARI BRAS,

“upon leaving his temporary residence at the hotel, had to

be discreetly placed under’ surveillance from the time he left
the general. g&a until the time the operation would be
concluded,

Access to MARI BRAS' room itself had to _be

~gecured under the most secure conditions possible, but still,

with a high degree of personal risk of discovery.

On the morning of 8/1/63, MARI BRAS was placed
under discreet surveillance and w left the general
area of his hotel, SAS and| checked into the

~Bristol Hotel, and unde¥r & pretext, were able to secure a

room on the same floor as his, MARI BRAS! room, fortunately, L
was located in a corner removed from the prinecipal corridor,

but immediately next to the elevator shafts servicing the b7C
floor, These elevators had to be placed in operation under

control of other agents assigned, in order to Insure securit

during the time access to MARI BRAS! room was attempted.@) i(
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A plan was carefully formulated to develop
any information which might tend to substantiate th §§CREI'Z

suspicion that this individual was identical with ti
{§} -~ unknown Cuban intelligence agent Jand any other

it well documente

-.available from no other sources, and the successful culmina-

-was responsible for the careglzl préparation of the overall

activities that JUAN MARI -BRAS could be engaged in on bl
behalf of the Cuban Government and the MPIPR. SA DONALD E. b3
HALTER was assigned the task, assisted by SA J. WILLIAM

LOVE, of developing a highly confidential source. who could
furnish the desired information. In order to effectuate

the successful realization of this task, a number o
delicate problems and obstacles had to -be overcome >%<

On 8/1, 2 and 8/63, successful operations were
accomplished. In all, 280 separate photographs were
furnished by the anonymous source and the material was
carefully sifted, coordinated and evaluated. In the end,
1 I BRAS was, in fact, the Cuban
intelligence ageny " {who was then clandestinely en b1
route to Cuba via vakia, and surreptitiously b3
planned a visit to Algeria, where the Cuban Government had
arranged an audience with Premier AHMED BEN BELLA for him

on behalf of the Cuban Government and the MPIPR.@ X

The development of this highly sensitive source
furnished extremely important information which was

tion of all aspects of the above-described operation serves
as a tribute to the resourcefulness, tenacity and the
willingness to assume considerable personal risk on the

part of the agents assigned. The overall sensitivity of
the operation demanded a superior performance in all phases)@ }(

sAl

SA| was a,ssigned this matter and be

for devélopment of this highly confidential b7C
. |was the impetus behind.the operation and

handled all phases of hie- Fsibilities in a highly .
commendable manner. SA ~|personally participated in

three contacts with the anonymous s’o"uree\,’%

on

source, SA
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably

paraphrased in order ta protect the Bureaw’s cryptographic systems.
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