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U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 20535 

February 19, 2016 

65-HQ-68323 

The Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Information Policy's advised you by letter dated September 7, 
2011 that your appeal was referred to the DOJ's Department Review Committee (DRC). The DRC reviewed 
the classified information withheld by the FBI from your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to 
determine whether the information should remain properly classified pursuant to Executive Order 13526. 

As a result of our review of the appealed classified information and/or a determination by the DRC: 

P' Portions of previously withheld classified FBI information have been declassified. 

C All the previously withheld classified FBI information may be disclosed. 

D All the previously withheld classified FBI information is exempt from disclosure pursuant to 
subsection(s) of Title 5, United States Code, Section 552/552a. 

P' Portions of the declassified information are exempt from disclosure pursuant to subsection of 
Title 5, United States Code, Section 552. Deletions have been made to protect information 
which is exempt from disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the 
excision. When appropriate, a deleted page information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate 
where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions. 

c (b)(1) 

c (b)(2) 

P' (b)(3) 

Section 552 

50 USC, Section 3024 (i)(1) 

c (b)(4) 

0 (b)(5) 

0 (b}(6) 

C (b}(7)(A) 

C (b)(7)(B) 

r <bH7><c> 

P' (b)(7)(D) 

P' (b )(7)(E) 

C (b)(7)(F) 

c (b)(8) 

c (b)(9) 

17 pages were reviewed and 17 pages are being released. 

Section 552a 
[J (d)(5) 

[J 0)(2) 

0 (k}(1) 

D (k)(2) 

0 (k)(3) 

D (k)(4) 

c (k)(5) 

r <kH6> 

c (k)(7) 



Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

----
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Type of References Requested: 
bJR~ular Request (Analytical Search) 
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!:. ~ ·fi sJ ;oo:4;a~ ~'~ \ 
J;; : J \:.:.U.) ~&,. questio~e~ message 01: :August 4 indicates 
' 1 • tlct "Everything has been arranged with t he Algerians 11

• We 
; • - 1• know~ of course, that MARI BRAS is planning contact with the 
:I I r Algerians, probably BEN BELLA _hims'elf. ·: We note further 
; ; , 

11

% thatj lhas reported that Alger~~ pas been invited · - b?o 
; · . ~.to participate in the mit;tonal youth conference of the I~ovi-
;; ' . tl·.miento_ P.ro IndependEmcia {Puerto Rican Independence _Movement) 
! . ~ ~~ fMPIPR) to be held at san Juan September 7 and 8, 1963, al- ·, . 
i~ , '~~t! thougq there is no.:assuran.~e that these invit~e~~'lill appear<..«) 

.:: •• I , j).. "- ' The 14' de JUl~o ~ocat=l;on ~n the a~orementioned 
1 :,'' .. i ;/ message l'lould certai~ly ~ave SO!flethi!lg to do WJ. th a place 
; , ,i. that is either Frenoli or Algerian since July 14 is celebrated 
~· ·1, as Bastille Day' in France and'until recently in Algeria,· since 

~ ' 

:. it was a department of France. There are no known streets 
or places 'in Puerto Rico named 1~ de Julio, however, it is 
possible an probable that there are ,streets or plazas in 
France· and Algeri~ so. designatedLf 1 ~\ l~) 

, ·· · · At the present time, we feel .that MANOLO 
~.must be a ·person 'i'ri New York, probably someone in the cuban 
~ UN. Delegatio'n, although earli~r w~ had stated that' the 

, • •
1 

subject could be MANOLO in view of one of thl(}a:r::~stL ~ 
;· ~~·:messages 11We know MANQLO pseudonyll} for MARl. rr ~) '-'~, 

• • 

! . ' 

';·_~ 'm•mm mmmmm·_m·_·mmmA.t_ t~is time we are unable,~~ st.gges t any 

1

;; pOSSibilitieS identif'iable-mWithfmmmmmmmmm ~ ~) ts) 
. Wem·domnotm·rulemoutmmthem·possibility mthatr===l 
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NY 67-1777 

The recommendations referred to above are being . 
Hll made on the basis of the highly successful results achieved 

··· .. ····... in effectuating the development of NY 4102-S*. In order · 
to have realized the end re.sult, considerable obstacles had 
to be ov~rcome, and the results achieved were, in no small 
measure, directly attributable to the teann'lork of all the 
agents assigned~ 

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION 

As the Bureau is aware, JUAN MARI ERAS is the 
till ... .. Secretary General of the Movimient o Pro Independenc ia de 

Pl,lerto Rico (MPIPR)., a resident of Puerto Rico, vehemently 
anti•United States and pro-CASTRO, highly intelligent and 
l'lell educated, the combination of which factors made him an 
excellent subject .for recruitment by the CUban Intelligence 
Service (CIS).~~ 

taL· Through the ~evelopmen~ of several highly 
conf.+dential sources, ~he intelligence agencies of this 
Government i'lere made aware of the fact that the CIS was 
operating sev~al obviously highly trained espionage agents 
in Puerto Rico ·. o of the agents lmown to have operated in 
Puerto Rico we e assigned the arbitrary code names of 

fSl ····· =~g~~·~r~~ifaiar~i:?~il:{i~o~~r~:a::~:l 
assigrur.ents. As a result of investigation in the above 
cases, one of the possible suspects developed as possibly 

(S} m identicalm wit~ Ummum mum mum I was JUAN MARI BRAS~ 

{UJ . . On 7/31/63, JUAN MARI BRAS arrived in NYC from 
Puerto Rico on a trip, the specific purpose of i'lhich was 
unlmown., but, by virtue of the above circumstances, was 
suspected to be on pehalf of the CIS ana the MPIPR. MARI 
BRAS was placed under discr~et surveillance ·and was found 
to have registered at the Hotel Br:l,~tol, located in the mid­
town area of New York City, a higq proport~~:m of the 
clientele of this hotel being of. Latin origi~ 
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:-:A'; plan was carefully formulated to gain 
access to the personal papers in the possession of JUAN 
MARI BRAS, in an effort to develop any information which 
might tend to substantiate the suspicion that this 
individual was identical ldth the unknown Cuban intelligence 

muagentj umu mm muUU m UU~nd af}Y other activities that JU~ MARI BRAS 
co~d be engaged in on behalf of the Cuban Government 
and the MPIPR, SA DONALD E. HALTER was assigned the 
task, assisted by SA .. J. WILLIAM LOVE, of developing a highly 
confidential source who could furnish the desired information. 
In order to effectuate the successful realization of this ' 
task, the fol}f>~9,-ng pr,oblems and obstacles had to be 
overcome :fiJ) ~ 

In order that the operation, or development of 
{lU this source, could be afforded maximum security, l.mRI BRAS, 

fU··.l · ,,. 

up9n leaving his temporary residence at the hotel, had to 
be discX.'eetly placed under· surveillance from the time he left 
the general ate~ until the time the operation would be 
concluded,~~ . 

A secure location in the close proximity of 
MARI BRAS a room had to be secure<i, where the per so~. 
papers could be closely examined an~ photographed.~~~ 

Access to MARI BRAS' room it self had to be 
seeUJ?ed under the D1<?S~ secure conditions po···s··· sib····l·· e~ ... but still, 
l'rith a . high degree or personal risk or di.scoy~:cy~ P{ ~ 

. On the morning of 8/1/63, MARI BRAS was placed 
under discreet surveilt:;;Id ~ left the general 
area or his hotel, SAS and checked into the 
Bristol, Hotel, and und . te 1 were able to secure a 
room on the same f+oor as his. MARI BRAS' room, fortunately, 
l'ras located in a corl:)er rempyed from the principal· corridor, 
but immediately next; to the eleva'!;or :~hafts servicing the 
floor, These elevators had to be placed in operation under 
control or other agents assigned, in order to irisure f?e.C\l!'it~a/ 
during the time access. to MARI BRAS 1 room was attempted.~·····~ 
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0 0 , __ 

A plan was carefully formulated to develop 
any ~n~ormation w~ic~ m~g~t tend to_subs~antia~e th~ s~~ 

(S} ~~~E:~~i~~:~~i~~i~~~!:$n~l:i:d=t:~J:~~: !i~ t~~~er 
behalf of the Cuban Government and the MPIPR. SA DONALD E. 
HALTER was assigned the task, assisted by SA J. v7ILLIAl-1 
LOVE, of developing a highly confidential source. who could 
furnish the desired information. In order to effectuate · 
the successful realization of this task, a number 9!,~ ~ 
delicate problems and obstacles had to -be overcome~~ 

On 8/1, 2 and 8/63, successful operations were 
accomplished. In all, 280 separate photographs were 
furnished by the anonymous source and the materi:al was 
carefully sifted, coordinated and evaluated. In the end, 

fSJ ...... _ it well documente~ ~~~~ MABf BRAS was, in fact, the Cuban 

!~~~!i!~e~~~:a~I~~:::::~::i:~~a ~a:n~h~~r~!~~f~i~~~~~Y en 
planned a visit to Algeria, v7here the Cuban Government had 
arranged an audience with Premier AHMED BEH BELLA for him 
qn behalf of the Cuban Government and the MPIPR. ~ )( 

The development of this highly sensDive source 
furnished extremely important information which was 

IU) ---- ------- --- available from no other sources, and the successful culmina­
tion Of all asp~pts of the above-described operation serves 
as a ti'ibute to the resourq~fulness, tenacity and the 
willingness to assume considerable per~pnal risk on the 

bl 
b3 

bl 
b3 

part of the agents assigned. The overall sensitivity of 
the operation demanded a superior performance in all phases~ )( 

{U) . .. ~ S~ I ~ jWas <{ssign7d this matter and 
···------- - t-t.a§ respons~ble for t e careful prepar.at~on .of the overall b 6 

plan of op~~·:ion f_J_o __ r deve--lc_>pment __ of t~is highly con~idential b 7 C 
source. S ···------ ---- ... ____ was the ~mpetus beh~nd. the operat~on and 
handled all p ases ·of h~~ Y'esn')Ilsibilities in a highly 
commendable manner. SA jper~onally participated in 
three contacts v7i th the anonymous so\lrc~~ ' 
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