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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 Washington, D.C. 20535 

 
 June 27, 2018 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD, JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 

 
FOIPA Request No.: 1386278-000 
Subject: ABRAMS, STEPHEN IRWIN 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

 
     The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Title 5, United States 
Code, Section 552.  Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which indicate the types 
of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure.  The appropriate exemptions are 
noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information.  In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied.  The checked 
exemptions boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions.   

 
 

Section 552  Section 552a 

(b)(1)
 

(b)(7)(A)
 

 (d)(5)
 

(b)(2)
 

(b)(7)(B)
 

 (j)(2)
 

(b)(3)
 

(b)(7)(C)
 

 (k)(1)
 

50 U.S.C. § 3024 (i)(1) (b)(7)(D)
 

 (k)(2)
 

 (b)(7)(E)
 

 (k)(3)
 

 (b)(7)(F)
 

 (k)(4)
 

(b)(4)
 

(b)(8)
 

 (k)(5)
 

(b)(5)
 

(b)(9)
 

 (k)(6)
 

(b)(6)
 

  (k)(7)
 

 
30 pages were reviewed and 23 pages are being released. 
 

     Below you will also find additional informational paragraphs about your request.  Where applicable, check 
boxes are used to provide you with more information about the processing of your request.  Please read each item 
carefully. 

 
 

 Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other 
Government Agency (ies) [OGA].  

 

 This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 

 We are consulting with another agency.  The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 
when the consultation is completed. 

 In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the 
existence of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

 



For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 
records from the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV 
(2010).  This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a 
standard notification given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, 
or do not, exist. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 

 
   For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.   
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you may 
submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following 
website:  https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you 
submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

 
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 

(OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public 
Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the 
subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number 
assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.   

 

  The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s), meaning the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation.  Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s).  Our experience has shown   
such additional references, if identified to the same subject of the main investigative file, usually contain 
information similar to the information processed in the main file(s).  As such, we have given priority to 
processing only the main investigative file(s) given our significant backlog.  If you would like to receive 
any references to the subject(s) of your request, please submit a separate request for the reference 
material in writing. The references will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

 

 See additional information which follows. 
  

 
 

Sincerely, 

        
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
   Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures 
 

The enclosed documents represent the first interim release of information responsive to your Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request. This material is provided to you at no cost.  

 
As previously indicated, document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information 

concerning another agency (ies).  We are consulting with the other agency (ies) and are awaiting their response.  
Our office has processed all other information currently in our possession.  The FBI will correspond with you 
regarding those documents when the consultation is completed. 

 
 
 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home
mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


A search of the FBI Headquarters electronic surveillance indices has been conducted, and no responsive 
record which indicates that Stephen Abrams has ever been the target of electronic surveillance was located. 
 
 For your additional information, a record that may be responsive to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request has been transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).  You may desire to direct 
a request to NARA, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference the file number 100-HQ-
439446. 



 
 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 

to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 

trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy, ( D ) could 

reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 

institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control,  or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 

under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 

held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 

the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 

release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 

furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

FBI/DOJ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1386278-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 7 
Page 4 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 5 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 6 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 7 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 9 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 11 - Referral/Consult; 
Page 31 - b6; b7C; b7D; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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UNITED ST.A'fE S .DEFA RT~IENT. OF JUSTICE 

Cbicago 1 Il linois 
..Tun~ 10, 1965 

On .. hme 2t 1965~ CG T,~l advised that records of the 
University of Chicago at Chi.cago indicate that Steplu·3n Irwin 
Abrams~ who was born on Suly 15~ 1938J at Chicago~ Illinois~ 
commenced his education at th{~ University :tn the :f~ll term of 
1955 ~ According to CG T-1~ Abrams was D,warded ~- Bachelor of 
}\.rts l)egree on .rune 13 ~ 1959. CG T<o>l rela.ted that Abrams was 
enrolled for one course dur.ing the ·winter quarter of l9fi0 at the 
University of Chlcago~ CG '1"=1 stated t.hat Abrams listed his 
home address as being 433 B:r.:tar Place~ Chi.cago. 

On June 7, 1965t Mr 6 Lamont Powell~ Building Engineer, 
433 Briar Place~ Chicago, Illinois, adv:i.sed that .he has worked 
and resided in the apartment bullding loc11 ted at 433 Briar 
Plac.e for approximately four ye~.rs a.nd is not acqu:&inted \Vith 
Abrams or any of his relatives. He .related that reco:rds were 
not available to him which would indicate wheth..r$r Abrams 
resided i.n. the apartment building with his fa the:r or alma? t or 
the period that he :may have lived at 4:::~:1 Briar Place. 

On April 20$ 1956, an off:tcial of the Santa M .. onica 
Police Department :furnished an address book believed t~:? have 
be longed. to Sheldon Joseph Abrams who was :found dead in his 
room on the morning of April 20t 1956. 

CG T-2 advised or1 February 16? 19f.H3 1 th~tt Sheldon 
Joseph Abrams was a member of the Young Socialist l.ea.g1.1e (YSL) 
and co-organizer of the YSL in Los Augel.es 1 California. Acco:rdi,ng 
to CG 1' .... 2, the significance of the :indi vidua Is l:tsted in the 
book re.fe:rred to above is unl~Itown ~ Among other n.:;-xmes listed 
was Phil Abrams ~ 4~53 Briar Place (city not indica.t~'::d.} 

On Apri- l :30J 1965~ it was determiD€!d from fih;s of the 
Office of Securitys u .. S~ Department of State$ Washingtons D .. C .. 
that Stephen Irwin Ab.rams had indica t~~d hi;s; father as ln~:tng 
Philip C. Abrams who was born in NOV€'.tuhe:r' ~ 1908 in Chicagos and 
nis mother as bei-ng Amwtte Asht who was bor·n tn M~rc~ho.li."_j]1J,9:tlJ..2~· -...,, ________ 7 
Chicago ~ Illinois. ~ . .,.. ... . 

,._ ...... -· 
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RE ~ STEPH&l{ IRWIN ABRAMS 

The March 1, 1954 issue of the ·~oung s~"}CiaH.st 
Cha.llenge n published as page tbree of HLabor Action~-~ contained 
an article concerning the creati.on of the YS.L wh.i.ch pointed 
out that at a Unity convention February 12 - 1~1, 1954~ at Labor 
Action Halls- New York City, a merger occurred between the Young 
People fs Socialist .League (YPSL) and the SYL~ the new organ
ization was named the YSL. 

CG T,·.·-·3~ on June 15, 1954~ made available the minutes of 
the YSL~s National Action Committee meeting of April 13, 1954, 
which reflects that one S,. Siteman, ·~chairman of S.P (Socialist 
Party} Youth Committee .. had objected to a stateme:nt appearing in 
ncommerce~'-~ a New York University journalt which indicated that 
the YPSL merged with the SYL to form the YSL, He explained 
that the YPSL did not merge with anyone~ that it eontinned to 
exist as the youth section of the Socialist Party. He explained 
that what did happen was a small group of the YPSL was dropped 1 

expelled$ or suspended from thatorganization and jo:ined the 
SY'L, which he characterized as the youth group of the ~'Trotskyite 
lSL .. n He explained that after these few former members of the 
'\"PSL ·joined the SYL ~ the SYL then proceeded to change its name 
for its own purposes ~ 

On April 9 1 1956~ CG T=2 advlsed as follows : 

The YSL has frequently worked i-n close sympathetic 
cooperation with the ISL towards similar objectives, although 
each major issue given mutual consideration is decided upon by 
these organizations individually . The YSL serves a.s an 
apprenticeship for the ISL, but ISL selection of members from 
YSL ranks is made on an individual and personal basis~ In 
many instancest YSL members a:re also members of the ISL$ The 
YSL and the lSL utilize the same printing house .tn New Yo:rk 
City 1 and the YSL publication is printed as an insert in the ISL 
publication uLabor · Action.~~ Frequently ~ lecturers before the 
YSL are ISL members . 



The Independent Socialist League (ISL){formerly the 
Workers Party), and the Socialist Youth League {SYL} have been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 

The June 8~ 1962 Red Streak edition of the ~$Chicago 
Daily Newsn had an. art:icle which appeat-ed on page 1~ column lt 
concerning extrasensory perception (ESP} which rela.t.ed infor
mation concerning a 11Jaily Nawsu story from London :tn which a 
University of Chicago graduate described ESP studies going on 
in Russ.ia. The newspaper article concerned comments of .Dr. J. 
B~ RhitH~ 1 Director of the Parapsychology Laborat:o:r·y at Durhamt 
North Carolina~ The only· reference to Abrams in the article 
was that Abrams was quoted by one William Stoneman as the 
University of Chicago graduate who is doing ESP research at 
Oxford~ Abrams was descr.ibed as the son of Mrs. Annette 
Abra:ms$ 2930 North Sheridan Road 1 Chicago$ Illinois~ 

On June :~, 1965~ Mrs. Lieta Biasing, Resident Managers 
2930 Sheridan Road~ Chicago~ Illinois, advised that Mrs. 
Annette Mandel$ who was formerly M.."t's. Annette Abrams~ eurrently 
resides in an apartment at 2930 North Sher.i.d.an Hoad. 

b7D 
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CG T-4 advised that I 

CG T-4 advised that he has met the subjectras well as 
his mothert on several occasions in recent years but is not 
personally acquainted with them+ CG T~4 related that subject*s 
mother is employed as a sales lady at Saks Fifth Avenue Department 
Store~ 669 North Michigan Avenuet Ch:i,cago, Illinois a.nd ha.s been 
so employed for a number of years. CG T~~4 related I 

On June 4, 1965. CG T-4 related that in I 

The above information as furnished by CG '1'~~4 is 
not to be made publ.ic except in the usual proceedings following 
the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum .. 

Records of the Chicago Police Department as checked 

I 

by police officials at Chicago* Illinois$ on May 13, 1965, 
failed to reflect any information that could be associated with 
the subject, his mother or his father. Records of the Retail 
Credit Bureau as checked by officials of that Bureau on May 13~ 
1965, failed to reflect any information that could be associated 
-with the subjectt his mother or his father. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and. is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distri
buted outside your agency. 
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lJNITED STAT:ES J)EPA.RT:\IEN T O .F JUS TIC E 

.FEDERAL Bl..iREAV O:F INVESTIGATION 

T:i.t:le 

Chicago, Illinois 
Jur~e 1J} ~ 1.965 

Memorandum d~1t~~d a}1d c.aptioned 
as ab()\re 

All sources (except any listed below) whos-e identitles 
are concealed i .n .referenced communication have .f:'s.t!'.nished reliable 
in:forrna:1tion in the past . 

This document contains neither recommendations nor C(H1clusions of 
the FB!.. It is the property of the !<"HI and is loa:nt.>d t;o your 
agelK~y; it and its contents are not to be di.str:tbuted outside 
your agency. 
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