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FORMN0. 64 

·1 
f2J:ce Memorandum • · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO 

FROM) 

THE DIRECTCR / I 
~MR. A .. ROSEN Lt-~/~ . 
~TERLY REPORT oUoNFIPENTIAL NATIONAL 

:DEFENSE l:NFO~N'XS _FOR SEPTEfABER, 1945 

You Tdll note on the attached report on Confidential National 
Defe~se Informants for the third quar~A~8 ~945, that the field is 
mainiiaining 2,906 of these inf~rmants~( ~ 
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FORM NO. 64 

. Office Memorandum 
JISI:del 

TO 

SUBJECT: 

• 

- "".-· ~ .... 
.. 4~1_;~;;. .. 

• 

- _:_·~ -

UNITED STATES GOVE~~~~~ 

ttl~~ 

1945 

AF: . 

o DATE: :<ov~nber 15, l '.j/ . .r:
1 Mr.T6son __ . ,. Mr. E, A. Tan:m_ 

Mr. Clegg __ 
l:r. correy __ 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. La.dd -
Mr. N!chOls __ 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr, Tracy 
~~. ~:ohr __ _ 
!lr. carson 
t~. Hendon-
Mr. Mumfor-d -
Mr. Jones --
1~. Quinn Tamm . 
Tela. Room __ 
Mr. Nease __ 
!.!iss Beahm __ 
MiSS Gandy __ 

· -..:!·.o l··3.;.'orts subJo'·.it-l;ed by the field for S~:;J..rGem"cer, 1945 relative 
to !.r 1iic;:J "' 1o~-:' iL88 Infonna£:tts refLcts t-h~ ::.:u:r~au has 2, 906 ! .. at:i.onal Defense 
Ini'c-:n:.· cl:~ -· .:.i'!': ·:iictritnt:: ::m~~11· s infor; ,~ant co~rerac11 s-ccordin~ to nat:!;o;fa -
isti.e ·(.l.'G ' ' : :;.. ,, ~~ -:J follo'iJS: t,l · , .. . rt · ~ .- · . ·t·~b~~~ 'J!-,~ ·-.- - . : ~-.- S ;.·to .,.' J.f s.:r-~--r 

I !...I,L...... .4 ~ . 
/ ' . . ~-~~ 

_.::r..!'cr\:mts concs:rnine Ger.r.an activities 220 
Infor:r·ants concerning Italian activit:i.e~ 141 

-I11forms.nts concerning Communist activities 1.381 
Informants concern:i.'t')z Japanesg activi ti'3s 107 
Infon:1ants conc::n•ning othljr Pat:i nna1 ties . ~93 

Infomcmts conce.cnirt; 2"'l'1·3r.al un-k .... ner-lcan 
acti -v--:i. M.es 

Total 
764 

.;:-2906 

~:·Included in ·t;he tota.l are 4-52 inforrmm.ts of 0ur•r> zolor~?d !'ace. 

To give you a mores cornpleta ::·iottTe regard1.n6: the clistri·oution of 
t}'l:i. ~ :i.n:fo:n::ant coverl'IS'3 accord.in~ to r.:Jt.;i_o~alistic gro;_;;_rs throu:;;:\1out the fiGld 
offices, I arr. atta.ching a compilation settin(f forth the number of Confidant:i.al 
X<? t; f'\'1al Defense Infor.-,:.,nts clevoloped and utilized h"y each fielo division accord
ins to the nationalistic t.'J~C.e~C'y. 

!W1.t IJWOK1L\TIOU CO!r.t'Al!::J 
tm&Elll IS UJ:lCLASSl~ 
EXOE.?'l l.iftERE. SHOW~{ ' 
I'JttmR\'1ISi, 
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FE"':.,,, OF:. ICE 

ar:AKD '1S ;; ms 

HOC'STvN 

HUVTir:CTON 

JACKSON 

1~1'A§P..S CI 'IY 

KNOXVILLE 

LITTl-E ROCK 

LOUIS'IILLE 

- 2 -

ITALIA~: 8 nr ':·. 'UN I .'3 T 

1 2 19 (4) 1 4 15 42 (3) 
--~~-----~---~---------~ 

2 2 . 7 
---'----~ 

_1_'7_(~1 

15 (3) 

4 _ _.:.___ 14 46 (2) 

3 3 0 : 0 2 23 (3) 
----~~ ----~------------~~-=~ 

4 31 2 49 (J4) 98 (34) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 -----------
16 8 1~7----~~---1----~~o----.~--~3~0 (12) '72 (12) 

1 ___ 0 ____ ~ ___ 5 <~--~----0 __ _ ---~-_9 _______ : ___ _2_ _____ _..:__6_,(~1,_)-

0 -=-----o __ __:_ __ ___ 5 ___ : ____ o_____ : o 8 (6) 13 (6) 

8 12 __ 1~7_8_(~1_2~)--~ ___ 0 ______ ~3~3 ____ ~ ___ 29 :260 (131._ 

1 0 5 0 0 ll (8) 17 (8) 

lE:'PH::.:::Ic.::::.S ___ ---:. __ .:::1. ----=----~1 ___ --=-._ ~~2)~~--~o~----~~o----~~1=5~(9~L) ____ ~2~7~(1=1~) 

2 0 1) l 0 8 26 

I ~IL.'iA'lTf.EE 4 14 (7) 2 7 0 29 (7) 

NE11ARK 6 2 43 (9) 0 3 9 63 (9) 

~P.=~·~H~H~h~v~~.:.l~J----~---o----~-----o---~---=16~(~2~)--~----o----~--o----~--~1~-----~1~7-~ 

NE·,f ORLEANS 5 

13 

0 

5 

4 

1 

6 (2) l 17 7J (19) :107 (21) 

82 7 32 (4) 26 (8) :164 (12) 

7 (2) 0 17 = 27 cfl 
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FIELD OFFICE GEHMAN ITALIAN COliMUNIST 'JAPANESE : OTHGR* :. tJN-.Al.illHICAN-lE:- TOTAL 
~~~~~----~~~==~~~~===-~~~~==~~--~~==~~~. ~~-=~~ 

OKLAHO!v:A ·CITY 1 0 11 0 0 11 (8) 2.3 ( 8) 

~o~~·=uJ~IA~------~~--~o--~-----o~----~·~.3~)~--~=-----o----~---o----~-----o~----~--6~(=.3~) 

_. :WJLAJ.JELPH IA._ 11 10 51 (5: 1 10 5 88 (5) 

FHo:mrx 10. 5 9 20 : 8 12 (1) : . 64 (1) 

?ITTSEUR=~~·----~----0--~ _____ 2 ____ ~ __ 19~ 0 1 9 rG' \ I .31 (6) 

--=P=O=R='Ii=:Ji=IJD=----- _ __:. ____ 2 _ _..:;... ___ 1 ___ ..:;..__29 _____ ...:..__ ___ 1 ___ _..:;... __ 1 ___ -=-----14 . (_8._) ----''----4-=-· 3~(_8 )._ 

PlWVIDZI·~CE 0 ·------"------ 8 5 (1) 0 0 4 ( 4) _;__Jll5 2._ 

EICHILWD 0 0 : __12__D) --------"-----0- 0 ·---'"": ___ 6.~ _ ___,;;_2_1___,('-'-9.__) 

ST. LOUIS 18 7 20 4 6 1.3 68 (.3) 

ST. PAUL 2 1. 26 (1) 2 ____:.._2 __ ..,:____.;_11~(..c._j7 )'- 44 ( 8) 

SIJ .. T LAKE CITY 4 9 6 10 
~==~===-~=-~----~--~-----...:.,_--~--~------~---- ---- 0 . .. 10 (5) .39 (5) 

SA~J ANTONIO 12 1 5 (2) 3 11 5 (3) 37 (5) 

SAH DIEGO 0 0 4 0 3 (3) 7 14 (.3) 

~S~M~T~F~lUlli~:c~·I7S~C0~-~--·~8~~~--~5--~~.~~-QJ~--~----~0----~~5~0----~---2=2~(=2~)-~~~14~5~(~13~) 
3 0 24 (4) : __ 0.:,..___ 16 (2) 29 (l) 72 (7) 

. ~SA~V~~~~I~N=AI~1 _______ ~--~l~--~--~1~---~~l~(~1)~--~~--~0----~~0 27 (13) 30 (1~ c-;.- c: 
~ s:ATTLE o o 32 02 o j 6 41 cK 

""i 

~LlC FALLS 

+i 
4 0 9 0 0 15 28 ~ 
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Fil:!:LD OFFICE GER.i!:.AH ITALIAN COI-'~JJ~JIST JAPAH!::0~ O'TIIER~f UN-Ai,ii£1 LI CAN~:->.:- TOTAL · ~ 

SPRINGFH~:::.D 2 ':l 10 . . 0 1 5 21 (2) -' . 
SYRACUSE 1 2 36 (22 G 2 1 42 (2) 

WASHINGTON 3 1 21 {6) 0 20 {22 15 (2} 60 (10) 

·---
T:; ':'.~S 220 141 1381 107 293 764 2906{4522 

/ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
t~ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ~ 

T~~ICATIONS .SECTION. 

· 4 . ........ ~'Transmit the following message to: 
.,,..-· ·~ .-...(;-~ . -:· 

' .,_._.,,. 

~"'>.. .. ·J' .. ·.·· ., .... ' 

0 
~~. Tolsor. 
Mr. E. A. :ranm;-
Mr. Clegg -
Mr. corre-y -. -
Mr. Glav1n
A!r. !..add -

Mr. N1C!!OlS_ .''"~ .··. ·." .··· ·_,. 

:: ~~:~~--"--'".J' .. ~-:-- ..:..i::~:s 
Mr. \'cohr -- e 58 .. ' 
Mr. cars-on- :t\ · 4 vUL ~.J ,r. , 
Mr. Henrton- ~ "1 

J 

Mr. Mumfor-d -
Mr. Jones -
Mr. Qul nn Tiiiii1' 
Mr. Nease -
Mlss Gandy--

~ 

~ 
SENTVIA ~/ 
.5 6JAN 8 -·1946 

JUUAII 4, 1946 

SAO•, BlJft'A.LO, Jmfft, CDO'Dilft, 
. DDIAIAPOLIS 

CC-150 

/ . \) ·: 
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.... 1!(H) QUARTERLY REPORT - NA!JHONAL DEFENSE INFORMANTS -- It has be~n noted from a re- \ 
· l~{eW o: th~ quarterly report of Confidential National Defense Informants, based upon 

'f.:.· compt1lat1on o~1d1abta. furnished by the field,. that a considerable number of these in- , 
orman ·s are st1 e1ng carried' by the divisions in the field as active despite the' 

cessation of hostilities. · 
I ' 

For the thi~q quarter ·of 1945, there are listed about 220 informants on 
German activities, l41 Ital.ian, 107 Japanese, and 764 individuals furnishing· f_ 

;, ~'--

't information concerning general un-Amer. .. iC.an- activities. ~l 
about 1, 381 ,Communist informants . . The acti yi ty of German, Italian; and Japanese ~1 

There are also· enumerated 

groups would appear to be ilegligi.bie and ~nsufficient to justify the retention · 
of some of tl)ese infoqnants •. With reference to informants on general un-Americ~{ti\ 
acti:vities, it is thought that over 700 informants is ~n extremely high number;JDJ ~ 

You should immediately check the National Defense !nformanta...·o:t: your 
office to determine Which of these informants are producing information of value 
in connection with investigations:presently being conducted. If any of these in
formants. are not productive, they should be cons'idered inactive and the Bureau 
so advised in each instance. This check should be made as quickly as possible in· · 
order that the quarterly report, which is due on December 20, 1945, will reflect 
more accurately and qlearly the number of true informants maintained by the Bureau. 

4>-r o a{A---ti~,.., .$'J::/ I/ 

ONTAINED ~ ~~~ I 9 y.l J-
DECLASSIFIED av.Jf-..4~( P~A
ON..... .$.-[o '!f'ct.:i!'~ 

~~-=-""'~ ~<:._.,0c_;·. . . 1¢>3 ~. /3)i ~ ... ·-·~ 

I c{;.tf._ ~/ ...:(- ...!3'- ! 
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O'J~Aff.V 

ciJC>coNFIDENTIAL NATIONAL DEFENSE ~NFORMAN-rs -~To ;stablish~uniformitY i~"the --o---~,
handling of writ ten reports Subnii t teq by Confidential National Defense Informants ·. ' 
you are directed to place these reports in a Separate section in the administra- ~ 

J,'/

1: t i v7 file relating to. the particular informant . Excerpts from the. Teports are to t-;,_,' ' • 
be lncluded 1n the regular 1nvest1gat1ve case report When 1nformat1on of value 1s ~ 
submitted. The informants should be encouraged to submit their reports ·in dupli- I 

In those instances where informants supply data orallY Wliich is reduced to the memo~.' cats in order that .the duplicate copy may be filed in the appropriate cas~ file. , ~ · 
randum in the offiCe a copy of this memorandum should also be filed ili tfie appro., ... _,-. ~ 
priate section of the administrative file relating to the particular infOrmant. ••· · 'i 
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STANDARQJ'Oi'IM NO.~ ,, 

•---·r 

OJfl,.ce Memorandum •• 
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TH:G DL'1l!:CTOR DATE: Junua~·J~ .31 J..t9.@\ 
'~ ~ ( '\ \t\l<-' 

I.:n • D • I::. L .. .JJD co l!r:::olson 
Ur. E. A. Taffi:::-. -
Ur. Clegg --

:~U.;RT.i:JRLY ~EP0;.1T Oi C01:FlDEi>:TI.AL I;.aTIOEAL DEi?.clJSJ!: I~ :<'CRLb.l:TS FOR tg:: g~~~f~--
v.r. Laddt~== DEX!E::J3ER, 1945 v.r. ::lc!:~IS 

~~. Rose~n ~~~ 

Informants 
Informants 
Informants 
Informt:tnts 
InforlilD.nts 
:Lnfo:rr.1ants 

concerninG German activities 6.3 
concerping Italian activities 40 
concerning Corrmunist activities 1150 
concerning Japanese activitie~ 4.3 
concerning other nationalities 16.3 
concerning .general un-American 

activities __ ~42~5-

Total 

?rincluded in the total are 281 informants of the colored race. 

To give you a more coi:J.plete picture regarding tl.1e distribution of 

l.!r. Tracy 
lT. carson 
!.X. Egan 
!.!r. Gurnea 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Pen.111ngton 
t!t". Quinn Tam-
Tele. Room -
!.!r. 1:ease 
U.1ss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 

this informant coverage according to nationalistic groups throughout the field 
offices, I am attaching a coLipilation setting forth the number of Confidential 
I;"ational Defense Informants developed and utilized by each field division accord-
ing to the nationalistic tendency. 

I I-,. _ 
~:t ' -

JDD:del 
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I ~····· '• .tf'~~-G'>._G> ~· k-
C0NFJ])E:£1JTf.,_AL NATIONAL DEF'ENSE DaoRtf'i'M~t)rt;Fif~·.:Q}'-!_9-.• "NI) ~ 'll, 

. IJZJI:JISSV1[1;;it . f"b 
_iF_IE_rn_o_F...:.F

7

IC._E ___ G_Em._wr ____ ITAL __ I_A~_J ___ c_o_NIT_,~_N_I_s_T __ =_·J_:AP_ANE_s_E_:_o_THE_R_.* ___ m_)I_-PJ_~._rE_l1_Ic_Al_)I_-h..,_* __ :ro_TA_L __ \¥)' 

ALBANY 
... 

ANCHORAGE 

BmMINGHAM 

BOSTON 

BUFFALO 

BUTTE 

CHARL.OTTE 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

. . 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

: 12 

4 

0 

0 

: 1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

: 2 

. . 

54 (3) 

2 

33 (6) 

29 13 

15 

141 (8) 

16 

. . 

. . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

12 

1 

3 

: 0 

. . 

. . 
0 

2 

3 

0 

4 

4 

. . 

0' . 
. . 

26 (3) 

0 

2 

6 

35 (28) 

87 (6) 

2 

14 

:201 

• CLEVELAND 

DALLAS 

: 2 

: 2 

. . 0 

6 

34 6 

12 (1 

. . 1 9 

0 1 

• • 

DENVER 2 

DESJI10INES : 0 

DETROIT 1 . . 

0 

0 

2 

2 

51 

57 

* Includes Vichy France, Spanish, Rumanian, Bulgarian, etc. 

4 0 

0 0 

2 : 3 

~*Includes Pe1ly's Silver Shirts, Christian Front, Ku Klux Klan, Technocracy Inc. 
( ) Figures within this mark represent the number of informants that are negroes. 
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FIEID OFFICE GERMAN ITALIAN COMMUNIST JAPANESE . OT".tiER·:!- : UN -.PJ~~RICA.N*n- . : TOTAL . 

OKLAHOUA CITY 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 {1} 

m:~AHA 0 0 6 (32 0 0 0 6 {3) 

PHILADELPHIA .2 . : 0 43 1 5 3 54 {4} 

.HOENIX 5 . .2 . 8 . 13 4 10 . 42 (1) . . . . 
EITTSBURGH 0 : 4 . .27 0 . 1 1.2 . 44 {?} . . . 
PORTLAND 0 : 0 .20 (32 0 0 . 0 .20 (3) . 
RICHMOND 0 0 1.2 0 : 0 6 . 18 (72 . 
ST. LOUIS . 5 .2 13 1 1 2 . 24 (2} . . 
ST. PAUL 0 0 . 16 0 0 . 6 (6) .22 (6) . . 
SALT LAKE CITY 0 0 4 . 0 . 0 . 0 4 . ... . 
SAN ANTONIO . 1 0 4 {22 0 2 2 (22 9 {4} . 
SAN DIEGO 0 0 . 10 . 0 4 4 . 18 (.2} . . . 

~AN FRANCISCO 1 0 57 (10) 0 16 12 (1) . 86 {11) . 
SAN JUAN . .2 0 20 (4) 0 . 14 28 . 68 {42 . . . 
SAVANNAH 0 0 .2 {22 0 0 . 19 (12} 21 a&. . 
SEATI'LE 0 0 .28 0 3 6 37 {3) 

... 
1 • 
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FIELD OFFICE GERMAN ITALIAN COMMUNIST JAPANESE OTHER* UN-.M;ERIC.Al'J?t-l~- 'l'OTAL 

: 
SPRINGFIELD .. 0 . 0 . 6 {22 0 . 0 . 0 6 (2) . . . . . . 
WASHINGTON 

.. 
3 1 21 {62 0 20 (2} : 14 {~2 59 {102 .. . . .. .. 
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()ffi,:;·~Memo'l!zdum • UNITE~ S~S GOVERNMENT 

TO ' MR. IADD ~ . DATE' February g, 1946 

FROM : J. C. SffiiCKIJ\~ AllJr~O~.~~T~ON CONTAINIO~~~n·rarrm_ 
SUBJECT: ~E;LELOJ:1m~NT_OF_db~:DENTIAL NATIO~AMEna;·~ ~2 i;;~~:r~ ~:.:.flED ~f m~!~:=s=== 

--rJE~NSE DJ~OPJ·lP..NTS 11Illi REF~H.ENCE ~ArE -/& t/ BV t~: ~~~~ · 
C01,ll,~NIST l:A.TTERS -,JJ 1 __ ~___J_ 1~ JJ~. carso-n -.-

-----~ .-, f>m;u VY.\ ~-~k~z 
~JJ.e J,Tew_!~:r~~Q .. J::J.~.,1.:i,on has re ueste}.l tha.JJ.Q,e.Bm:;,ea..:g_ \~. QuYg~~~1$""'a"'.~~--

clarify instructi9n§....i§~~~~®.xelP~"LoJ· onfiden:liial in£o~~~g;.tfl) ;;;:ei;e~~~m. __ _ 
~!lunik~~e~- You will recall that on JuJ.:y ~' 1945, a let~er to ~ii~; g~~~:-_--
all-special AgenWin Charge stated that nFrom the hme of the rece~pt of -----
this letter no contacts should be made looking towaxd the development of a 
confidential informant in the investigation of Communist matters vdthout prior 
approval of the Bureau. This approval should be requested in letter form, 
furnishing appropriate background data in accordance 1rlth section 13C of the 
National Defense Manual.n 

~t the same time a new insert prepared for the Handbook, Part 1, Section 
26, B-3, states, "No contact should be made 'Vf.L th a prospective confidential 
informant concerning the investigation of Communist matters i'lithout prior approval 
of the Bureau.n 

The New York Office has stated th ent time there is con-
J'usion rela __ e_~o_,~.§m..~~j.on gf,._t.Jle....abmre..:r:eferred to letter to ali ' 
,Special Agents iu_Q~~e. It has been pointed out that Agents have made several 
'~nquir1es concerning this inasmuch as it was felt that it is extremely difficult, 
~~~f"-tle~~Z- an_info~~;v.L_~n Co~Wl.ist .. m~ .. tier.~~t1_1(>~!'1!~ 
m.,eking~Qm§.....&.....~~ The New· YorlC Office also -~~Y$.9-... ~}J.:l. .. t_tn§_:,ali:f;:~a,u_cqiD:'d~ot 
qe a~lY.:.is~~2-.gm~!J?~De...9-P.Q~jp~_l~~:tormant until at ~le?-st. SO}ll!=!...£.Cm,i;_gc't....Yi.E?~e .. _wade 
in or:cler_tp_~d.:_~ji-lvJ;lo ~9E.l1:~~-a~.gs§.;i!~~C:i..Iifir.ia:_~. · At -the- same time the ~rew 
York Office points out that in light of the Handbook instructions, it is inter
preted to mean that a prelimiDEry investieation of a prospective informant can bt 
conducted to the point of actually intervie1~ng the prospective informant. Thi 
interpretation was made in view o~ntence in the Eendbook Section that -
n.Approval should be requested in ~er f~rn:~~~~.·~he _oa~c~g]n:,·d2t .•• n 

I~ is believed t~-.me-j£!~~Ji;:i~~ .. ~~; ~Jt~;. ___ to ·<l:f.:ffll.Jia,l...,Ag~~ts 
ip. Charr,e is"inconsistent -w.i. th that in the Hanf~bo"iK:~~TJt-i$-".believed thG!t the 1 

T':fureau haci"in mind"'iri""cori11ecti.""on-1ntnt~fl. ~ . WLfU:>ecial Agents in Charge, ~ 
as subsequently elaborated on in the. Handbook, tnct o contact should be made 
vlith the prospective informant, himself or hersel vr.ithout prior Bureau authority. 
Ho·wever, this does not mean that preliminary cr . and criminal checks or contacts 
v-dth reliable, established infonnents ana sour··;- ' ould not be made • 

. ·. 
Action 

'\ 



Director, F.B.I. 

• IJ!~?l~rallliur~au nf lttu~stigatintt 

1!ttif~il §tubs il.epartm.eut nf 1/usti.r.e 
Iie'1 York, Heu York 

~ ~uary 31, 

DECLASSIFIED B'f~~~mt.J.-~f :. : .., 
0 N . , •.••.. 'J.-:- J .l!;. • ~f ........... . 

Mr. Tolaon •. ••••.• ••• 

1\lr. E. A. Tamm .•••• 

Mr. Clersr: •••••• •••••. 

M1·. Glavin ••••••••••• 

Mr. Lndd ...... ...... . 

·Mr. Nichols ..•••.•••• 

· :95;b/5~sen .......... . 
Mr. Tiacy •.•••. . ••••. 

Mr. Carson •••••••••• 

Mr. Egan . ..••••.••••• 

Mr. Gur:t<'ll •••••••••• 

Mr. BnTb<s . •• ••• ••••• 

. Mr. Hendon •••••••••• 

l'Jh·. P")."'31-,!n~tt;n ···-

~1<. t:('Vt"<!o Tamm ••• • 

ll.b-. Nea::e .•••••.••••. 

Dear Sir: 

l:~iSll G::mdy •••••• ·---~ 

. i ·--- . ---- ----.. -----
"h_,...,..,.,?O? ...._.,.. - ..,.....,...;a; -

! . Reference is being made to Uev1 York letter to the :Bureau dated 
January ll, 1946, entitled as above, in \"lhich reference ':Tas made to 
SAD Letter {/:70, Series 1945, dated July 24, 1945, \·rhich contained a state
ment that 11From the time of the recei1)t of this letter, no contacts should 
be made looking toward the development of a Confidential Informant in the 
investigation of Communist matters \'Ji thout prior a:pproval of the :Bureau11 • 

This statement hc1.s been interpreted by the ::e'"' York Field Division to m~an 
that not even a :preliminary investigation could be conducted in order .to 
develop a :prospective Informant's background in vie"' of the :Bureau's 
statement 11 •••• no contact should be made looking t0i-rard •••• 11 • As a result 
of this, no effort \·rhatsoever he,s been made to,.,ard the developmen of 
Confidential Hational Defense Informants on Communist~m~a~t~t~e~r~s~~~~.~~~~ 

Reference is being made to the F.:B.I. Handbook, Part I, Section 26, 
:B-3, 1:1hich is a. net-r insert and t·lhich reads "I~o contact should be made 'l'li th 
a prospective Confidential InforDant conc~rning the investigation of 
Communist matters without prior approval of the Bureau". This office has 
interpreted this to mean that a prelim1nary investigation of a prospectiv 
Informant could be conducted ,dthout prior BUreau authority up to t_he 
point of actually intervie"t-Ting the prospective Informant reJ ative to Ms 
becoming one. This interpretation has been made .especially in viet'i of the 
next sentence in this Section 1:1hich stated that the 11 approval sp.ould be 
requested in a letter fur~~~he bacltgro1-lD:_d

1 
d~t:··· ·4~4._.f) 

:)(,&. v&- il.:;$ ... ' ~.::_, * o~v 
The Bureau is req~ ac'i;q,ise '\'lhether or not the instructions 

referred to above as contain~~1~\heYF7~~ ~~ob!~-supercedes the 
instructions in SAC Lettej;.~-'.7Q} also ~ - .... ~~t;~d tb"~ajg.Js, and \·Ihether or not 
this office has placed the correct int ~~t'k:, ~·o11. the statement found 
in the Handbook. ~ 

\'TTI·I :El-iA 

,_ 

~ 1r .- ... 
~n~1\T~ AGJ!lNi1.3:~~ E. ~. CONROY' !ct"--

1 I' · r •• " · • SAC ;.::''1 . ~-~ ~ - - r.-r.IC'FS 

;~~~~· : ·. ·. ~ -. ··~\At:-
sr,I:.~i~\~~ &~ 
p.t..'I.).;J 
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' .. 

ll!rlal i!lurrau nf ~nurstigatinn I 
1ltttit.eil jta:t.es il.epa:rtm.ettt nf Yusti.c.e 

l'!el·I Yor!:, ~:e\'! York 

., January 11, 1946'! 

PERSONAL AND De!WIDEFI!L'UL n 

·.~\~ 
Director, F .B~..r~ 0 

Re: Jfu]l1[JEW!~~~--<?.~.QRID,~J~l~ lTATIOlifAL 
DEFENSE Il~OBl-~TS WITH REFERENCE TO 
CO:MMUJ.IT ST MITTERS" - ... • .... ·-* 

Dear Sir: 

I. 

.. 

Reference is being made to Bureau letter to all SACs #70t Series 
1945, Cl.ated July 24, 1945 t Section "Ell, entitled 11 COl•!MtJNIST POLITICAL 
ASSOCIATION - Il:rTEIDrAL SECURITY-C". This letter contains Bureau instruc
tions concerning the development o~o ... nf1;_§.2J11i.tel...lnfo:tman.t.L9E:_G~~~~t 
ma.t.teJ:.P. It states in part that 11From the time of the receipt of this 
letter no contacts should be made looking toward the development of a . . ___ -- ... 
Confidential Informant in the investigation of Communist matters wit~,~·~~-~ 
prior approval of the Bureau". •2) · '·· · · 

As a result of the above mentioned statement, t~!!;~~;~~~-~ 
considerable confusion relative to its interpretation. The Agents have '· , .. .,_.. •. _.,:.._ .... 
made several inquiries concerning the matter as it is felt that it is 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to develop an Informant on 
Communist matters 'IITi thout first making some contacts. Further, that ~ 
the Bureau could notlbe advised concerning t~e same until at least some~-
contact were made in order to find out \·Tho could be a possible In:f'orman:~ •· 
As a resuJ. t, it 'llrould be greatly appreciated if the Bureau '\>TOuld clarify 
its :position relative to the development of Confidential Informants in 
the investigation of Communist matters. 

(p(J. ~P-i '• 3- -j.:Ak truly yours, 

4'1 

~ g.fEG 2 7 194( 

u ~~ ~- r-~-~ ~ ~odi~ 
~~:.:~ "'7~ ....--. .:m:·· E CONBOY ~r ~- !..;.v J· • • , 

. ' F\lS~~O 1148 s .A.c • 

- ~ A:~ .-...• -~ ~ 



STANDAR~ ~RM NO. 64 • · -

Office Memorandum 
ro 

FROM 

• 
JDD:FVB I 

,r I .'- . 

Mr. D. M. Ladif . / 

J. c. ~rc~; {I )\ 

UNITED STA~s GOvERNMENT 

DATE: February 21, 1946 
~:r. "':olror:.V 
~.~. :; .. A.~ 
~.T. ~le '"'"' 

I b7D (;/' 

Potential'-confidentia.l National Defense 
SUBJEC!r: 

Informant 

~'r. Cof fe-:r -
/t/ l.'r. \llav~n--

' Yt l.'r. 31" ::==-:;;; l ~'r. :.1 'f"~s~ 
-"' , }.!r'. 20 ... ':!!'. 

~-_.,..., _- -::- :.------- -- ---- ----- !.!!' . ':'ret:;·--
Mr. ~:or.r -
Mr . car s-on-
!!!'. Hendon--

' . Pursuant to the request of the Director, t:qi s· ; s +a ad1rl sT that ~: : =~ro b?D 
the letter from former SAC N. J. L. Pieper concernind _was !.!!' . ~uir.n :' _ , , B 46 5 ll Tel e . Room 
rece~'lted ~n the Internal Security Section on January 2 , 19 , at : P. M. t!r. Nease-=== 

ThF i n:o:ati on ;::::~·;ed in the letter relative to the use by Mr. Piepar ~:;: =~~ 
of _!during the war as a confidential informant '\"JaG checked 
agains~T e Conlf:· ::n:;~:~ :niormant Index with negative. res~l ts. It '\7a.s apparEtnt, 
there£or~, that _____________ was not a Bureau confident~al ~nformant and had 
evide!ltly peen n an Francisco Office as a. squrce of inform.ltion or 
cont'3.ct lt 

• A comrJete search of t.he Bnreall yles was thereupon requested for all 
data ¢oncerning The Defense Review Unit of the ,e::cords 
SectiQn furnisbed several files containing informatlon ~:·~ lhel>~ch 
was cqnflic~ing in njture• It appeare~ that fhoughl _ _ _ ___ was an official 
represyntat~ye of ;h~ _ _some susp~c~on a een attached to 
him a~ It was deemed necessary, therefore, to check each and every 
reference, which consisted of 12 files and 20 references, before requesting atiy 
actioa by the New York Office, looking toward the development of Claude Lazara as 
a confidential informant, The files also revealed thatl lhad furnishe1 
illfor¢ation to the San-Francisco Office in several security cases. 

After some difficulty in locating all the aforementioned files and 
refer¢nces, a letter was prepared to the New York Divisiof to t.horauehJJ check 
its files and sources on French matters before contacting_ _as a 

.attached. 
confi~ential .\informant and an acknowledgment letter to Mr. Pieper was also 

All UfO~l~.l\110?~ CONTAirl£~ . 
H 

............ '!" I: ~ <') ::t"~'""' £!, '"\..:"'l!'l"'flltr~ : · 
l!lj' tl'l·• • • . ,. ~- r. \ ·~,1 . · ~ 

atiii..~.i ~ ~d uAUi.n }..;.i .. i ~ 

DAlE rt.;Jia -K/ BY,2:f4d-~~ ()'\ <L.-\ '::5 _. 

--_3 

J . . ) 

·"' -: 

~------------------------------------~---------------------- --



~<'~" 
""•' 

_Ar~ ~~ ""~\.). / /. - :1 '- < .. j ::: ~:' - 3-
--..;· ,... I;# ,.,....· •· , ~ F-ebruary l.S.,. l - . __ ~ ~ 

Jl.r. U. J. L. Pieper · -. 
. Consultants Limited 

'l •. 716-717 Butler Building 
135 Stockton Street 
San Francisco 8' california 

Your- thou~Jhtfulness and courtesy in fonarJing the request orO 
llare sincert?ly appreciated, and J: v:ant you -to knovr that it 'is rr:ost 
~ying to have your nontinued support and cooperation. 

~ith best wishes ~A kind regards, 

JDD:VI"/I 

Tolson'=--
~ie~ 1~10__ ' 

Cottey ... )~,._J 
Olsvln \j \ · 
Ladd 
Nlchols 
Rosen 
Tracy 
carson 

~!~ Tarmn--ft"T, (\~\:ht~, 
s ~an<ly -- / 

·~· ---- !.,:; 

, I 

Sincerely your.~~ 

,'I 

. - ... !-1_-. ·r· ,. ~- ,_., 
•-p (" l..('>":" 

\.::. 
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~ < ' ' CONSULTANTS LTD. 

716•717 BUTLER BUILDING 

135 STOCKTON STREET 

GENERAL PUBLIC RELATIONS 

b7D 

~· .. 
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' .... ~ f 
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\l • 
>j I ....... 

·" ~ · \~ • i 

~-·. \ lj 

' \ 

.Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

v 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

~:· .. ~->rho···--------

~" • 1: ~n!'ingtcn ......... t 

'!i.,C" r. f: .. •i!'n l'...tn.~m ........ 
1 

/ 

Mr. Ne&'Se ..... -----_, .i 

Dear Mr. Hoover: · :~ · ·'~"' ·---··f. ·l 
,.-· I • ·"Jf' . . 3 

I .... I was a very fine ~onfidential infori·.~~"f' .· ·:··· ,, 

~ of_ the. BurJau thrb\lghoui the war and particularly during the:· /0 :1 ,..,., t/1. 
Un~ted Nat~ons Conference. C -~':' j~'7J~ .. ·t 

I think I spoke to you about I ~~Wf j; 
who is ve: close to I I He was an officer in the ~4 I and was decorated by our government for his liaison A~f/J~ 

~w'""'o~r~k'""'.-..,r~~a~ve just had a. note f~m bjm in which be a~:i sed me that. !.;/)! 
he has assumed the funct~ons of _ -=-- I b7D .,. 
in' New York City. His address is is telephone 
number is Circl 

has asked that I assist him in establishing 

O
L.,w""'~"'=".,......,s""o""'m""'e""'a""'n'""e,...jp t.h, Bureau, similar to that maintained by 

here. I _has unusually good contacts in Europe, 
. East and Africa. He could be of great value to the Bureau 

and for that reason I wanted to write you about him. 

I would greatly appreciate your arranging for someone to 
call oq I 

Best regards l 



. .,-+ 

f 

' ... 

, &'CORDE:f!~ 6 -· ).- s S't- .:1---_.J-

-·····~-=~~:-::xun--tt•U. .... u..-. 
~-- -~· 

ImCt!G 
66.4542 .... 3-7...a8 
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Director • FBI 

Dear Sirr 

BUtte, Montana 
January 24. 1946 

0 f'(\~_j"S Q_) 

MClASSift£D 1Y d-;t~?:~':. ,.JJ!RSmrAL AJID !S!P IDE!4U?'$ 

OM ........ ... --:1. :-.f. 'R. ~J( {~. ·~l•• t· .·· .. ..Jb. 7 .-., v~~~"~ rr 
( . (Jrl 

.. / · · I (i .:\ 
REr OONF!DEHTIAL UATI01IAL DEFENSE D\l'FORMAJITS - .' ,· . r' 

Reference is m&de to Section I, SAC Letter #115, Series 19461 dated 
December 11, 1945• oonoerning the abov·e captioned 1\iubjeet. 

In oonne4tion with the written reporta submitted by confidential 
informants to this office, it has alwu.ys been the practice to maintain the 
ori~i~.l report in the administrative file of that particular informant. 
Portions o.f the reports dealing with various individuals e.nd organizations 
have always been placed in the appropriate case file. All inf'ormants ere 
encouraged to submit their reports in writing in order to have as complete 
details as possible. 

Hith reference to Section I of the above referenced SAC letter. 
it is noted that the Bureau suggests t hat. informants should be encouraged 
to su.bmi t their reports in duplicate in order that tho duplicate copy may 
be filed in the appropriate ease file. I personally think this to 'be a 
potentially dangerous policy and recommend against it. The reason for this 
opinion is that the inf'onnant. onoe he gets in the ha.bi t of making a dupli
cate copy, :may be eneouraged to make a third copy for his ovm personal use. 
which copy might be . subsequently lost and get into the hands of an undesir• 
able person or group of persons. or the informant may wish to write a book 
some day. 

The above letter points out that the reason for submitting the· 
informant's report in duplicate was so that one copy could be placed in the 
informant's administrative tile .and the other copy placed in the appropriate 
case file. In this office. e.nci'.:t\ i13 believed in the majority of the field d\ ·· 
offices, there are few, if 6.1JY• ~o~'t!s' . reports. particularly in Commun• · -;r
bt nl&tters, where the repor'b de~la wt'th only one person. Therefore• in al• () 
most avery ease it is :aEHJ•asalJ). _~o . have the report stenciled and m.imeographed 
copies run· off for the various,oa~~ In these instances. even if the 
inf'orinant submitted his repor'\{ in tr~j ~ itili(l'ould not eliminate tho 
necessity of having to ndmeogfaph the . -~be~~it always deals with 
more than one person. , · ~ 

l /f.: i r. ~ ""~ · t . "t::., DED ,.. · • · .. ; -~ . . 3_3, 
[tiC fl!- !j.-'~~ E;·p ,Jt l : ·{' t(4 t< '1~! (.Ji- . ' • ( ; -:z . •. lf >. '<:; ft 

I I ., ... ... \ · Cl1 i- tg. v {. f~c'f•··n ... t.f:~,; ri'~f-6!·-t •'t 1~4/'~~ :t.. . / 
/ ,1{ u .J f; .. 

L-fti< -t., iJfr ~' ' -"y; 



J 

Director. FBI 
Ret Confid-ential National Defense Inf'o.rments 

}~lsoa 1n th:l& off'$<:$. ...... and probably in most field ofl~ices -
the t-JPGB of infol'mfJJ'lts usad do not always have ~iters. and. obviously 
the field ofi•tcee are not in e. position to furnish typewri:ten for their 
inform~ts. As a usual rule. it is oft$nt1mes hard to get t he_ it1f'crma.nt 
to submit his t·eport in writing under any condition. 1"4UOh leu ma.l«t a. 
duplicat~J cow• 

trnlese e.dvio~d to the contra-ry# infonr.ants of this o!'fioe wll.l 
not bO requested to submit their reports in duplicate. 

' . 
Very truly yours 

;:, • G.. BA~HSTFR 
SAC 



'STAND:,., FORM NO. 64 • .... .......... 

- ·-- ~ .... 
Office Memorandum . uNrTEn sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO THE DIRECTOR 

FROM THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

cJ SUBJECT: 

' ... j 

I - "\- - . 

' '.J 

1~ERS PRESENT: 

EMPLOYEE SUGGESTS: 

ADVANTAGES: 

~J.AJ: .. 
Tha~onfidential natiq~~ def~~--~fR~a~ should be . 
encouraged to submit their reports in)imp~tJ~-~ (The present 
rule is that the informants--mt'oUlct ~~ged to submit 
their reports in duplicate in order that a duplicate cop,r of 
the report may be filed in the specific case file, the original 
being placed in a separate section of the administrative fil¢ 
relating ~o the particular informant. The purpose of placing 
the copy in this administrative file is to permit a quick review 
of the information which has be·en submitted in writing by an 
individual informant, so that his value as an informant can be 
readily evaluated.) 

1. SAC Banister cites as an advantage that the present policy is potentially 
dangerous because it might encourage informants to mruce extra copies for 
their own personal use. 

2. SAC Banister points out that duplicate copies serve no purpose because, 
generally, informants' reports, particularJ;y in Communist matters, deal with 
several case files. . 

3. SAC Banister points out that some informants cannot use typewriters and 
submit their reports in longhand. 

4. SAC Banister further points out that, as a usual rule, it is difficult to .get 
an informant to submit his report in writing 1.mder any conditions •. 

DISADVANTAGES: 
1. In the interests of unif6rmi1;v, the present Bureau rule should be rnai;n_:ed. 
2. All of SAC Banister's recommendations are nebulous in that this rule doe · 

not curb the .receipt of information, and it is merely suggested that th 
be encouraged to submit their reports in dupl~e. It is not mandatory; it 
is j.ust a suggestion. · ~oO~ · ·· 

3. The present rule is followed by most fie'±a offii~ /;ffecti vely and will permit 
the discontinuance of p~ents to inform~~~1to ~eLfour-flushers and~~~ 
do not Eerit any pey111ents being made to them.f/1} !. I '()..,6_:- ;{ .!!_Lj. ~ -3 :6 

4. It does prevent, in IllBl1Y" instances, the necesf3i:kty. 9f. ty.pin 1f"'<n- filin 
purp9ses a second copy o.f a report submitted, . ~*'.i!y.i;\W~ ~~~9;~ap c -time. 

RECO:MMENDATION: UnanimousJ;y unfavorab!e• ~- ~~/'· g~$ , .·· · ·~: -.• 
J"'' , . ...~ .... y..t ((" 

r' r . ! ·1~-:~ ~ w · . :~ ~~ ~/ 

~o~~" ~· ~l~ ~ hi; t.t..~.i~ . l:A~ ·52 ~?? ~ ... r~t\-t r 



.. 
EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE CONSIDERATION: The Executive Conference with 

Messrs. TolsonJ GlavinJ TracyJ 
Harbo, HendonJ CleggJ LaddJ MumfordJ Rosen and Nichols being_ presentJ 
unanimously recommends that no change be made in the.present rule. 
The Conference felt that there was n~ merit to the suggestion of Mr. 
Banister and that conj'idential national defense informants should be 
encouraged ~o submit their reports in duplicate where practical and 
feasible. The present rule does not absolutely require the duplicate 
reports and it is helpful where it is possvble to have the two 
copies submitted. 

RespectfullyJ 
For the Conference 

Clyde Tolson 

[/,.~ 
E. A. TC1J(Lm 

CC - Mr. Clegg 

RCH:DW 

- 2 -



Director, FBI 

• 
Nev1 Orleans, Louisiana 
April 22, 1946 

0 ~,.. • . L 'i /:\.~ f )~~5 . , ~ •. t .. :v. .;.(f-r .. v.:~ 

The follmling suggestion is beine submitted in accord-
ance with Bureau memorandum 1le.~ :~;-1 12, 1946: ,-:_:-, 

It is suggested tlla"C ~rre quarterly .report on...C.o..c.{idential 
,National De.ttm~eJn.%o~l!!-'~ny_~~ v·;hich is submitted to the Buxeau oil'tlfe 
20th of March, June, September and December, as set for'c,h in Section 
13H, Sub-section 1, IJational Defense llanual, be discontinued, and 
that, this report be submitted on an annual basis. At the present time 
the Bureau is notified by separate communication of each addition or 
deletion from the Confidential National Defense InforLtant file, and 
it is believed t.hat these separate communications v1ould serve to keep 
the Bureau informed as to the number of Confidential National Defense 
Informants in each field division. It is believed that the number of 
these Informants does not change a great deal from quarter to quarter, 
and that by eliminating the quarterly report to the Bureau, the _same 
information could be made available in the separate communications and 
in the annual report which would be submitted. 

..,-~ 
/

·.,,;- i . ....... Jr:; ,., .... _______ -----~-

Respectfully submitted, 
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JN.REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 

,FIL.E•No. -----'-----

\,._.... \..,_;' 

Uniteb: §tabs. iilepndment .. nf:·Yttmte 
lJTelitr~l ;fiureau nf ·1nuemgatinu 

lffasltin9hm· zs, m •. dt. 
,. 

J';llle 26, 1946 BUREAU BULLETIN !\TO. 35· 

"· 

· . Sarles. 1946 · , · . 

tO . ~ ~~ ~-Q}.~L_k~--r~v~o_' U) ~~~~~ 
(A) CONFIDE'fiTTIAt ~tATIO~TAt DEFENSE fNFORMA~TTS - Volume :tt; P'art .2, Section 13. of/ 
the· ·Man'\].al' of Instruc.ti:oxrs, .Conf.idential .NatfOOal .:Qef.ep$e rn.forman:ts·;· (this 
secti~ .:torme:rly in National Defens.e ·:Manual) provides 'ih Section- 13.-H. that the ·. 
Bu:reau be advised quar.terly c:irt the 20th .of·Mai'ch,_ Jli:he,. ·Septemb'er, and· ·December. 
concerning the tot.ai number of .-confidential Nati·ortal pefense··in.formants developed . . . 
'l;>Y: ·each fi~id officeo 'This· r~quireinent i's· now _changed ·and such a report. ·shall 
'be s~~~tt~d in the futu:t;"e ·~em-annually ·on· June :20 and· ·necember 20 of each' .yea~~, 

~ ·_; IU!. 11 
/} 6 I ?.1 ,r 

1~6 

•, ~- . ~ 

. n~1~P,~ 1 ' j 
~~c\.to.S~~~\~'f.~J!.o·<· . r · ~-
ol'\... \()·· 

""' . I 

~ ~-~- ~d<..6 ... 'I J -2- ,/ f\') 
. N0'1' H i•'C'ORDF.ID '\:) 

100 -:Ju/1 1946 ~ -
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,. s.~t J,~~e·e No. £a. 
' . ». . tti-¥1P 

() ~ Jl1-~;--_-;:._er~~'l\t~t~u;i.~cf~.~:Je-rt '€. J...,. 9~ 11~ --
(B) C~.NM.~f.9J1~ANJ~ ON COMMUN~TTERS _:~~ThttB~;eai~1fs{:f.ntensifying 
its activity in regard to Communist Party rna t ters at this time anc( certain sug-

these informants. A reliable infor.mant was recently dismissed froni the ·Communist 

\ 
J 

gestions are being set forth to be followed whenever possible in the handling of 

· Party and her failure to conceaL her activity was the cause of-her ultimate di~-
1:r. Tolson. missal. To be certain that the services of other informants may nc;rtr()~· :if4~d, 
~~: ~ia~ 1'""tfie--following suggestions are made: C 1 

• · 
llr. Glavin • 
l!r. La44 
l!r. ·Nichols • . 
~:·~:~~ l. Open c·ommunist Party activity such as canvassing, sale of 1i terature ,-
~~r. Csrson d' t 'b t' 1 fl 1 · p 11 
~~r. Eganll!l I 1. u 1.ng ea ets, et cetera shou d be- carr1.ed on. w 
Mr. ournea ,, 

I t£: l\"'"~gn ~: ~,= 2. When requestinlf.assignments to inner~Party committees, the informant shouf'cf" 
Mr, ase .. .a::> _ 
l!l~s andy :q.~.'v ,.... , 

I 

.l) 
'' 

5-9-46 
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~('~~ - 2 .. 
;r.)-'o ~ .('~. ~··><~~" ie 

...-.<;'. .. ~· ••.• -<". . • -u,-r--

. 
be circumspect and ~:;,opt· -seek these positions in such a manner avoid 

suspicion. JlX~iJ) 
3. If the informant must take notes at Party meetings,·the notes should 

be used in ~arty discussion or in connection with some official Party activity. ~· 

The me~e taking of notes at ~JP~\ing without any contri~ution in disc~ssion 0 
LLJ 
-' 
i:i: ~ ~~ naturally causes suspicion •. P'l£Y 

~- ·~ 4. In the event an informant is accused as such, he should vigorously protest- .t / 0 
tand not merely acquiesce.. In most instances, ~he evidence w~ich will be ~he basis u 
for dismissal is not strong· and a.vigorous protest on the part of the informant .~/.tiJ~ 

. will do much to confuse the Party officals and perhaps cause a change !n attitu~~~ 
. , I ~ 

' 0::: 
5. When an informant has been suspended or is about to be suspend~~ has ~ 

been granted a heari~g, the informant should appear and defend himself~~ t 

The above items are set forth for your guidance and -utilization in the > 
handling of informants in Communist matters to preyent;. _if possJ::>~e, the disaf- ct . .../ 
fection of any other informants the Bureau is operating. ,if,/-(t6J 

OECl~~SIFIEt:\ .~Y~-:,~~~~; , . · . ,. •· ~ 
ON....!)_. JQ.• ~if-~: ''r' ... ~ .. ,.,....,.,. ....... "" ~t;L INFORW.TION CO!WAI·QQ .. /p,. ;{ t;pJ~ .. tf<-

. "1£:5 -'f34J HBRE!N IS UNCLASSIFI~ I 1£.- - "E1) 
· · .• · EPT Wl:iE.itE SHOWN · ~.o'l' ,RECORD · · 

.!r"'.t••··~·)\ f-; ..... (f r~-,..T...... ~T WISE §fjMAY lb 1~ ... ~- + . r ~~. ..... -~ .. '. . ,, ~·· 'l A fl'- ~~ ~:: ~ . 

I
\ ., ~r· ·""''··!! ..... : ~ t\,·f\_Tt-.:' ·--.. · -r\"l 

t ~::_"-n \ ~" :· 5/ q Jvk u t--·'IJ v ~ i . ----.: - ~M . . , ' ~" 

~
'./h ~t.\J ("o·l~.::~~ _::~ )J ;A l1. ~~A$1~~!!~£.. ·YN~D --:::--~~.<::::)____ " -

'"I ;:. \! \,.,-?' '· ~. iJ' ,'.. .S ' >:..; ~~.J.\ : &:../:. ~~~~., p.• .:J·.r.J a..l:\'. :.G'S-.:"-~-·--~ 
""" " M ._.. lt '.Ji 'itt ,. 1 /',. p-· i:;t·.. t:.V fUSI t~ /) J -

(u 1"\.Jv•• "* • ~.... n . c:;;-- . 

fC~M. U, 1-·· .4. _____ _-_- ----······----
;;;; (:?· r I" · ,.. ~ -r·· ·- ~ .. "1-·E f F. Ofl 5"1'1 .'n ,.,., :· . -'~/ :.. U· n.: . • 6 Cj ( • 

. t)f;.tLASStf CATIGtL •• .:~ ---=·-.-~ 
-·- --:~- 9-l!>~i/ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

// ')/- TO Direct or, lf.BI DATE: March 7, 1946 

\)J aP'. FROM SAO.,. New York 

SUBJECT: COMMtJNIS T PARTY USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 0 // f f 

\ t ' The follo\•ring comments and suggestions have been offered by 
: ~ Special Agent l!.aurice E. Scroggins,Jr. of the Ne\·T York Field Division for 

... \ your consideration: 
,1...... ~ ~~ 

. • \~ It frequently comes to the attention of this and other Field :Qiv-
~~ \:i\,isions that various individuals have been expelled from or have resigned 

. ~-~ ·~from the Communist Party. In most instances, it is not deemed advisable to 
.:~'1 contact these individuals, with the. end in view of developing them as Infor-
~J man ts, ei th'er because of the character of the individuals or because of the 
\ limited information to be supplied by them. However, in the event that 
~J prosecutive action should ever be taken against individual members or·func-
): tionaries of the Communist Party, these former Party Il_lembers \ofould be in a 
~ position to supply legally admissible testimony as to the identities of 
\" . ·-f members and functionaries, their attendance at Party meetings and functions 

.... and, in Jpany cases, to statements lofhich may have been made by them. 

"" · , . ., ., \ 

~-· .. 
~ 

In vie\>T of the above facts, Special Agent Scroggins has suggested 
for your consideration that in the future the names, addresses, and groups 
to \d:lich they have belonged be indexed in a separate index maintained in a 
fashion similar to the Source of Information Index as their names come to the 
attention of the Field Office so that in case it should ever be deemed 
necessary or advisable to interview former members of any particular Party 
group, their names \·rill be available for reaey reference. 

It is realized that any revie\ot of the files of the particular 
Field Division for the purpose of ascertaining the names of those individuals, 
\·Tho ha;ve resigned in the past, would involve more time than \vould perhaps be 
justified by the importance of the index. However, the index could be main
tained on names of all those individuals who come to the attention of the 
particular Field Division subseq~ent to its inception. 

This is submitted for your consideration. 

- - - - - -----····- -·---------------
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• Office MemJIIndum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

To THE mRECTOR C/ @;.A(~ 'yt::_. c ~ ?J,Jli,~_,);~~6/46 
FROM THE JOINT COMMITTEE ".·- ., -~---·~-,...,-;---- ~-· 

SUBJECT: =xii~N ~ICE~e-{':~~=:,_r~z-=w ~: 
Ivl:EMBERS PRESENT: H. H. CLEGG E. E. CONROY 

R. c. HENION E. SCHEID!' 

EMPLOYEE SUGGESTS: That ~cial index be maintained in a. ................... A .. 

simila~'tb ih9;6ource of Information Index 
names, addresses and groups to which they· u.., ... vul"-'"''"" 

c~-.:92.~§ji ~?ar-ty members who have resigned or }:lave.. ' (() 
been expelled. . , ~·cr · 

' f (j,,-
ADVAl'IJTAGFS: . (..[JIII ·'· · 
l. This would make the names of such individuals available a.t any V ~~] 
future date for ariy interviews which a.t that time might seem 
advisable for information of evidentiar,y value should legal action 
be taken against the Comnnmist Farly or any of its affiliated 
groups. 
2. The· index would make available the names of individuals who 
might be qualified and willing to testify in any future legal 
proceedings. 

DISADVANTAGES: 
1. It would set up a special index of· most doubtful value which 
might never be utilized. 
2. The information is available in the organizational files. 
3• It would add to administrative. detail. 
4. In the small field offices of the Bureau this file might 
be maintained for yeArS without a. single card. 
5. Many of the names in the index would become absoluliely 
useless through death, changes of address and the passage of 
time. 

BECQi;l.I\lENDATION: 

E. A. Tamm , .\. 
{ ~ \\• j' ' : r ./ ,~ ........ 

. l . 
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l Office-. .. Memorandum e ·UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

To THE DIRECTOR 

FROM 

SUBJEC'.j.': 

The reports submitted by the field for March, 1946 relative to 
National Defense Informants reflects the Bureau has 1,584 National Defense 
Informants. The distribution of this info~~,qoverage accord~g to 
nationalistic groups is as follows: ~ ~ -

Informants concerning German activities 
Informants concerning Italian activities 
Informants ~oncerning Communist activities 
Informants concerning Japanese activities 
Informants concerning other nationalities 
Informants concerning general un-American 

activities 

Total 

43 
22 . 

1135/ 
42 

115 
287 

*Included in ~pe total are 255 informants of the colored race 

COPIES DESTlWY:b:.U 

R. 5 82 JUL 1$ 1~61 
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I . 
FIELD OFFICE . GEIDJAN . . . 

--
ALBANY 

·C · 
0 0 0 : : • : : : . 

•· ->~ 
ANCHORAGE . 0 : 0 . 0 : () : 0 : . . 

) 

ATLANTA : 0 . 0 : 6 {2} : 0 . 0 ... .. - . . .. .. 
,. BALTD!.~~, . .. 0 : 0 : 21 : 0 . 0 . : . . . 

.... 
BIRMINGHA.U : 0 : () : 8 3 . 0 : 0 . . . 
BOSTON : 0 : 2 . 14 : 0 . 0 : . . 

• BUFFALO . 0 .. 0 27 . 0 . 2 . : 29 {13) <") . . . . . 
(0} 

~ 
BUTTE 0 0 : 12 .. 1 : 2 . 2 . 21 

~ 
. . . 

-' 
!.:J' 

CHARLOTTE : 0 . 0 : 8 . 0 : 0 : 6 : 14 (5) ~!.I 
[ ·. . . C. 
,._J 

\ 
~ . 

CHICAGO : :2 : 4 . 132 (9) : 12 4 : 25 (19) . 180 (28) . . 
~ 

CINCINNATI : 13 . 2 . 17 .. 1 : 4 .. ~ . . .. . 
.CLEVELAND . 1 . 0 . 29 : 1 : 4 . . . 

DALLAS : 0 . 0 . 4 1 : 0 . 0 . ~ ,_ . . . . zg 
~ -DENVER : 2 : 0 . 2 .. 4 . 0 . 

0')· . . .. . 
~ 
~ M 

• DES MOINES : 0 : 0 41 0 0 . r:/2 _, 
: : . r:q :::::> 

A """) 

~TROIT : 0 : 0 -:, 42 : 2 . 5 : rl.l C\l . 00 
I U1 ~~~ a--, 1'::1 

H tO 

* ~ - Includes Vichy France, Spanish, Rumanian, Bllgarian, etc. 
....:..";f •. ~ , 4 ~ . -··!.~(..) , 0 ~ ' ~:· ~.·, ... t.;; ·-

~-3} Includes Pelly's Silver Shirts, Christian Front, Ku IUux Klan, ~chnocracy Inc. etc~ UJ o ..- .- u.. G;;l 0 

( ) Figures within this mark represent the number of informants that are negroes. -u.t ~ \ 

1 ~\ 
~o;e::o~\ 
C/) z 0 ~u.J ...J' 

•' 
C/) ~ ~ ::E !- (..) : 
<t >< ~~.::;; u.ll 

~ cSu.t~u.,.CO llijl -



FIELD OFFICE 

EL PASO 

HONOLULU 

HOUSTON 

INDIANAPOLIS 

JACKSON 

Kt1.."NSAS 'CITY 

KNOXVILLE 

LITTLE :.OCK 

LOS ANGELES 

LOUISVIIJtE 

rAEMPHIS 

MIAMI 

liTLT:fAUKEE 

NEWARK 

:f.J"E\[ HAVEN 

NE\7 ORLEANS 

. . . 

: GEIDJAN 

0 

: 0 

: 0 

. . 
: 

1 

b 

: 1 

: 0 

0 

: 1 

0 

: 0 

: 

. . 
0 

4 

: 0 

: 0 

: 0 

. . 
: 0 

. . 

. . 
: 

. . 

. . 

. . 
: 

. . 

.. .. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 
: 

: 

: 

: 

ITALIAN : COMiillNIST : JAPANESE 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

. . 
: 

: 

. . 

. • 

. . 

2 

2 

16 (4) 

18 

0 

8 

4 

4 

: 120 (3) 

: 

. . 
: 

: 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

4 

10 (2) 

9 

14 

26 (6) 

15 

13 

77 

6 

. . 
: 

. . 

. . 
. : 

.. .. 

. . 
: 

. . 

.. .. 
: 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

OTHER>A- : UN-AMERICAN*-~ : TOTAL ' 

: 0 

: 2 

. . 
2 

0 

0 

: 0 

: 0 

: 0 

:: 17 

: 0 

: 0 

: 

. . 
0 

6 

: 1 

: 0 

: 0 

: 10 

: 0 

: 

: 

: 

. . 

. . 
: 

. . 

. . 
: 

. . 

.. . 
: 

. . 

. . 
: 

: 

. . 

0 

0 

4 

5 

0 

11 

1 (1) 

8 

9 

0 

• . 
2 

8 

: 22 (4) 

: 24 (6) 

0 

: 23 (5) 

: 5 (1) 

: 12 (8) 

: 148 (3) 

. . 4 (1) 

11 (10) : 21 (12) 

4 

0 

10 

2 

2 

2 

0 

. . 
: 

13 

28 (6) 

: 37 (6) 

17 (3) 

15 (8) 

I 

• 

• 
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=-FIE=L=D;....O.:::.:FF::...:.:::I:=CE=------===---.;:;;.;GE:::.:ID::.:'W=J---":'--I=T=:AL=IAN="-_.-..: ---"OJ=}=:H=JU=NI=ST;;;__--=-: ........:J=A=PANE==SE=· ----':=---.-..OT=HE=R:....·*-::....-...;;.;UN;;..;..--":PJ=IE=' =RI=C=AN=**~'--=:'--T"'"'OT=AL~~ 
OKLAH0:.1A CITY 

OMAHA. 

PHILADELPHIA 

PHOENIX 

PITTSBURGH 

PORTLAND 

RICHHOND 

ST. LOUIS 

ST. PAUL 

SALT LAKE CITY 

SAN ANTONIO 

pAN DIEGO 

SAN FRANCISID 

SAN JUAN 

SAVANNAH 

SEATTLE 

: 0 

: 0 

: 2 

: 5 

: 0 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 1 

: 2 

: 0 

: 0 

: 

. . 
: 

: 

.. . 
: 

: 

: 

.. . 

.. . 

: 

. . 

. .. 

. . 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.. . 
: 

: 

.. . 
.. . 
: 

.. . 
: 

: 

.. . 
: 

: 

: 

. .. 

: 

: 

ll (1) 

6 (3) 

38 

8 

31 

24 (3) 

11 

13 

19 

4 

4 (2) 

8 

52 (9) 

26 (4) 

2 (2) 

28 

: 

: 

: 

: 

.. . 

. 
z 

. . 
: 

. . 
: 

.. . 
: 

: 

. . 
• .. 
. .. 

0 

0 

1 

12 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

: 0 

: 0 

: 5 

: 4 

: 1 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

. . 
: 

: 

. . 
: 

. . 

.. .. 
: 

: 

: 

: 5 (2) : 

: 9 . . 
: 14 : 

: 0 

: 4 

• . 
: 

0 11 (1) 

0 : 6 (3) 

2 : 48 (3) 

11 (1) : 42 (1) 

13 (8) : 45 (8) 

0 : 24 (3) 

6 : 17 (7) 

1 : 18 (3) 

0 : 19 (6) 

0 : 4 

2 (2) : 8 (4) 

4 : 17 (2) 

6 (1) : 68 (10) 

26 : 68 (4) 

20 (12) : 22 (M) 

4 : 36 (4) 

l 

, 

• 

•'. 
i 
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FIELD OFFICE . GERMAN : ITALIAN : COMMUNIST : JAPANESE : OTHER!!- : UN-AMERICAN~'"* : TOTAL. ... . 
(J 

SPRINGFIELD 0 . 0 . 7 (2} . 0 : 0 : 0 : 7 (Z) . . . 
" • 

WASHINGIDN . 0 : 0 : 14 {5} . 0 : 8 : 14 (2} . ;26 (7} . . . 

~OTALS . 4:2 22 : 11:25 . 42 : 115 . 287 : 1584 (255) . . . 

• 
___.-/'< J 

\ 

• 
' ·-

. ..., 
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STANDARD FORMND. 64 • • 

Office Memorandum · uNrTEn sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO 

~ 
SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR, FBI: 

SAC, KANSAS CITY 

~UARI'ERLY REFORT 
~ATicNAL J?ffiF'EN~-~~@¥1NTS _ 

DATE: JUNE 6, 1946 

Reference is made to Bureau Bulletin #30, Series 1946, dated 
May 29, 1946, Subsection 8 thereof, which relates to the 
destruction of certain portions of the National Defense Manual. 
Current regulations require the submission of a quarterly report 
on the National Defense Informants throughout the field, broken 
down as to nationalistic type of information they can furnish. 

In view of the elimination of such a large porti~~lt·~ 
National De;t'ense Manual it would appear possible at this time C'2l_~ 
to disconinue the submission to the Bureau of the number of ~ 
confidential informants relating to German, Italian, Japanese 
and other nationalistic groups with· the possible exception of 
Communist infor.mants. It is suggested that the Bureau give 
consideration to the elimination of this requirement which _ _,. 
would save, it appears, considerable time and expense and 

·-' _ .. 

- .... 
I,.... 

.. ~ 
.:-_, 

.- ·, 

i) .) 

would at the same time not effec-t the efficiency of the 
organization. 

HCB:JF 
62-32?4-
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IUi''f,,rn,u ll\~ 1.11· ~-\. ,, - _.,r.::-"~f'.U 
!.'·'-~. • -1 I ~J ~ 't l ..: ~ : ~, • ."' 
H: .. clJ..h~ '~ \\1-;rii.; ..... lii .... .,.;·U U.. · 

DATE 1--L~.J=/ BY.'*-~'l-*~Q 
\'Y\Q..,l ~ u 

to & ~ 2 ~3- ~ ~ - ~ - 3· f 1· :?J If ra 
/ 

C.l-ijl\t\~G·ED· TO 
r;,. tc - --~ :;- t.t ~"' - .a - cJ tf- 2 s G ;i;r 
tr £, ~ 2 :i- tr ~ - ~;; .... '-;- c; - I fc, r)1 I 
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JJ:D:rol 

:'ED.CBAL BUR.a;AU OF lNVE 
:T:&;D s·rATES DEPARTME:N'I' 

-·;· . ; .. 

Transmit the following message to: 

e;::y 2), l946J 

SAC, ATU1NTA 
B03TJN 3 
cnm:r.mA~I 
r:t ?.";.GO 
PITTS!JtlRGH 

I l 
i '..:.. l 

--1 
i 

,I 
I 
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Pffipe Memorandum · 
To THE DIRECTOR 

FROM MR. D. M. LADD 

SUBJECT: 

The reports submitted by the field for June, 1946 relative to 
National Defense Informants reflects the Bureau has 1,522 National Defense 
Informants. The distribution of this~~t coverage according to 
natio;r;lhistic groups is as follows: n ~ 

/ •' 

Informants concerning Gennan activities 4() 
~ q Informants concerning Italian activities 18 
p 1 .~ c S , fonnants concerning Communist activities 102.3 
~ ; ~-'-~ fo:nnants concerning Japanese activities 49 
"-- · . formants ~ncerning other nationalities 106 
t . . . formants concerning general un-American 286 
t ; · .. :-~-~ activities 
~ f . ···"to 
~i;t~ Total 

Attachment 

JDD:dmg 

( ) J. POPIES DESTROYED 

'Jr.~· wx·~ ~s~ JUL 19 1961 
. .-,: .. • L 

taT 
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'~JF:nRn · c:.n H ! 
t_:zj I · . .{~ . I 1 00 .. ;,JN ~~ . t;:t:OA -Cll~TAINEIPNFIIJENTIAL NATION~L DEFENSE INFORMANTS ~ UJ. 

c... t:J 
c t;rj ,.... UJ. t 1f£ • " M,,·• .,;.J'; J D"CUISSIFIEDDY~-~ ~_,t~ 
f-! 1-j . '"v•·• a.. ON -.5:-/.o ~ d ••••• • • •.. •• - ··"· 

P=' ~·j - B~ P P7e). c:_ ......... 
~ 0 ~ ~J- 'm Ct a-- 8 ... :; cj lf...&" . ....... . 
...... 

;j FIELD OFFICE : G~N -~: .,JITALIA.N : C01\1.MUNIST co . JAPANESE : OTHERl!- • UN-AJ&RICAN~H!- : TOTAL CP . . ..... 1::: 

Q~-n-;t)~.-
ALBANY rn~~rr~~,... 0 : 0 : 40 C22 : 0 : 4 : 14 {1) : 58 (42 ~c::i~,..;:z:2~ 

r- rrl ::- ~ ":!! :0: 

' 
,.c::::cro-n 0 - : ' 0 : 0 . 0 : 0 : 0 : 0 ANCHORAGE~:: .. ~ ~iii . 
' -=<': - . • ;-· ; ~ CJ 

ATLANTA -. ·· . . - ~:~ r:n ';!:" 0 : 0 : 6 (3) . 0 : 0 .. 1 : 7 (3) c-.. . :.-.. - -<:;;: . . 
:;:s - .. - ~ <\ • t 

-· -: ... r ... : .-: \f\C:S· 
BALTIMORE S: ~- ·, ~~{0 0 : 0 : 1 • 0 : 0 : 0 : ~ . ..,., ..... , 

~·~ 

n . 0 : 8 3 : 0 : 0 : '1 : ,-. . 
•j : -~ 

(6) BOSTON • 2 . 14 : 0 . 0 : 5 . 21 ;:o ' . . . . 
~ 

BUFFALO : 0 : 27 5 : 0 : 2 : 7 

~ BUTTE : 0 : 17 . 2 : 2 • . . 
'{,J, CHARLOT 'IE . 0 : 0 . 9 : 0 . 0 • 7 : 16 {5) . . . . 
t•. CHICAGO . ~ : !l .. 122 (112 : 12 .. !l : ~4 {272 .. 186 (28} 

' 
. l .. . . . . .... o~~\ ~, 

13 2 18 1 8 {7) 45 (7} . \ CINCINNATI ~-~ · ~ OJ • . . : : 3 . : ~- ' ... ~ "' . . . . 
v ·, \ '\' ~ 

l ~i '" ~ 
lt \ CLEVELAND ~. \--) . o.. 1 . 0 . 2~ : 1 : 2 (1} . 4 .. 31 (7} "' ·t:""" ~ . . . . 

\:l ~c-.. ~ 

t \<1 ,._ c~ 'P 

DALLAS ~ '~--~ ....=1 0 ... 0 5 (3) 0 0 0 -~--2 {22 l ... ~ ·c.\ ~ . : . . .. .. . . . . 
I)J \' •·' '*-,.- ~ 

•• !..") 

~ DENVER ~ Ul•~ 2 : 0 : 2 . : 0 : 0 • 
\->1~ 

~-I DES IDINES """~· o 0 41 0 0 4 ~ : .. : : : .. 
~ 

~DETROIT \. ,, 
0 4l 2 6 ~-~' : . : . . .. 24 : ' -· ~ . . . .. 

·~·,.;.· 

Rumanian, Bulgarian, etc. 
Ku Klux Klan, .. 



FmLD OFFICE 

EL PASO 

HONOLULU 

IDUSTON 

INDIANAPOLIS 

JACKSON 

KANSAS CITY 

KNOXVILLE 

LITTLE ltOCK 

LOS ANGELES 

LOUISVmr.E 

MEMPHIS 

MIAMI 

MILWAUKEE 

NE\V'ARK 

- 2-

: GERMi\.N : ITALIAN : COMMUNIST : JAPANESE : OTHER* : U1T-AMERICAN** : TOTAL 

: 0 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 0 

: 0 

: 4 

: 0 

. . 
: 

. . 
• . 

0 

0 

3 

0 

: 

. . 

. . 
: 

: 

: 

• . 
. . 
: 

. . 
: 

. . 
: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

. . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

: 

: 

. . 
: 

& . 
. . 
: 

• . 
: 

: 

& . 
. . 
. . 
: 

. . 
: 

: 

• . 

2 

2 : 

16 (2) : 

1? 

0 

8 

4 

3 

: 

• . 
. . 
: 

118 (3) : 

4 : 

9 (2) : 

8 

14 

20 

15 

ll 

64 

6 

• . 
: 

. . 
: 

. . 
• . 
: 

0 : 0 

4 : 2 

0 : 2 

0 : 0 

0 : 0 

0 : 0 

0 : 0 

0 : 0 

0 :· 16 

0 : 0 

0 : 0 

0 : 0 

2• : 6 

0 : 0 

0 : 0 

0 : 0 

2 : 16 

0 : 0 

: 

. . 
: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

. . 
: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

0 

0 

8 

5 

0 

11 

1 (1) 

8 

12 

0 

: 2 

: .s 

: 26 (2) 

: 23 (6) 

: 0 

: 23 (5) 

: 5 (1) 

: ll (8) 

: ·148 (3) 

: 4 {1) 

11 (10) : 20 (12) 

3 :11 

0 : 28 {6) 

6 : 26 (5) 

1 C·-''. : 16 (3) 
0 

2 

2 88 (9) 
' 

0 ~·~ 6 {2) 
~--

' 

' 

--------~------~~~ 
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FIELD OFFICE : GERMAN : ITALIAN : CoMMUNIST : JAPANESE : OTHEWr : UN-AMERICAN*3r : TOTAL 

OKLAHOMA CITY : 0 • 0 • 11 (1} : 0 : 0 : 0 : 11 (1} . . 
OMAHA : 0 . 0 . 6 (:2} • 0 . 0 . 0 : 6 !22 . . . . . 
PHILA.DELPHIA : 2 ·: 0 : 4J. . l . 2 : 2 . s1 en . . . 
PHOENIX : 4 : 2 . 8 : 4 : 2 • 2 : 22 (2} I . . 
PITWBURGH . 0 . 0 . ~l : 0 : 1 : 1~ : ~2 (8} . . . 
PORTLAND . 0 . 0 . 20 (3) : _o . 0 : 0 . 20 {3) . . . . . 
RICHMOND . 0 .. 0 . 10 (1} : 0 : 0 : 6 : 16 (7} . .. . 
ST. LOUIS : l : 1 .. 18 : 1 . 1 : 1 : 23 (2) . . 
ST. PAUL : 0 : 0 . 22 : 0 : 0 . 6 (6) : 28 {6) . . 
SALT LAKE CITY : 0 : 0 : 4 : 0 . 0 : 0 . S: . . 
SAN ANTONIO : 1 : 0 : S: (2} : 0 : 1 : 2 (2} : 8 (S:) . 

' 
·. 0 0 7 2 2 (1} 17 (1} SAN DIEGO .: : . • : ~ . . . . . . 

SAN FBANCIS!lO 1 0 47 (8} 0 2 2 (1} 22 (2} : : : . : : : . 
SAN JUAN • 2 : 0 • 26 {4} : 0 : 14 . 23 : 62 (4) . . . 

·SAVANNAH . 0 : 0 • 2 • 0 : 0 • 12 • 2~_, . . . . . 
c --SEATTLE : 0 : 0 : 28 • 0 : ~ : 4 : 26~4} . 

'C< 

'\: c f & e - -
~ 

~) 

~ 

__J -'f 
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t • 

FIELD OFFICE GERMAN ITALIAN OOMMUNIST JAPANESE : OTHE~- : UN-AMERICAN** : TOTAL 
. 

: : . : • . -• ( 

SPRINGFIELD : 0 . . 0 : 7 (2} : 0 . 0 : 0 : 7 (2) . . 
'VfASHINGTON • 0 : 0 . 12 (6) : 0 : 8 : 14 (22 : 2.7 (8) . • 

TOTALS : !J:O .. 18 : 1022_ : 49 : 106 : 286 :1522 (247) 

I 
. 

' ; 

• 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 •--
' . 

' •- ;.. 

; I 
-

.n • UNITE: _JVERNMENT 

TO Mr. D. M. DATE: September 21, 1946 

FROM 

iJ 
SUBJECT: 

The Seattle Office has advised concerning the results.of a recent 
project in regard to confidential informants and the suggestion was made 
that the Bureaumight desire to advise other Field Offices concerning the 
same method of redeveloping Confidential National Defense Informants,. 

. l 

In connection with the preparation of the Brief on the Communist 
Party, a number of files on discontinued Confidential National Defense 
Informants were reviewed. It was found that many informants were ·discontinued 
for unavoidable reas~hs such as entrance into military service~ extended 
illness and temporary departure from the area. In many instances these 
informants were valuab-le in the past and no reasons other than the above were 
enumerated for the disoontkuance. It wa~ believed that these files could be 
a fertile source for redevelopment of informants in all Field Offices and 
would prove valuable since considerable less investigation would be necessary 
to reinstate them than to develop and investigate a new informant. 

RECill.!MENDAT:tON 

In view of the neoessi ty for the -Field t .o continually obtain and 
develop confidential informants, particularly in the Communist field, the 
procedure followed in Seattle could without too mtich trouble be followed in 
all offices. It is possible that a similar check has been made inmost offices 
in view of the emphasis that has recently been placed on informants, but the 
suggestion has merit as a reminder to the Field to overlook no possibilities. 
There is attached, therefore, a proposed Bureau Bulletin containing the sug
gestion that ~11 discontinued files on Confidential National Defense· Informants 
be reviewed to determine vmether any of these informants could be recontacted. 
at this time. _ ~ 

All !M~P:!~~." T~O~I cn~j •T,A 'NED ., lh-• >.H-1-u • t..i l ~ t J 

JDD:rb ~'l;-~~~jui~~ \~\<t c_ 

Attachment 

1~ 
.' l. .t: 

---------------------------------------
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January 28~ 1 

CC-~47 Mr. Tolson __ _ 

•

. .. Mr. E. A7 Tarom-:-J 
Mr. Clegg i/" 

j,r. Glavin.-..~ff 
f~' t·. 1CJrw.r. Ladd ¥ 

f' Mr. Nichols_ 
Mr. Rosen __ _ 
Mr. Tracy __ _ 
Mr. Carson __ _ 
Mr. Egan __ _ 
Mr. Gurnea __ _ 
Mr. Harbo __ _ 

Mr. Hendon...-
Mr. Pennington_ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

In the attached memorandum the view is ezpressed that because 
of ezisting Bureau regulations we may be missing some golden oppor
tuntttes tnsojar as the development of informants in the Comm.un'ist 
ji.eld is concerned~ since under ezisting instructions, no contact, 
can be made with a prospective aommunist 'informant until a checlc 
of the Bureau indices at the Seat of Government has been made and 
until Bureau approval is granted for same. The memorandum suggests 
that consideration be ·given the advisability of granting the Field 
permission to ma~e pretext approaches to potential informants. · 

A proper understanding of this problem. necessitates a know
ledge of the following: 

~ 

Since the Field is constderabl y curtailed under the existing 
regulations insofar as its informqnp development program. is concerned3 

. an Agent assigned to Communist inv~stigations will review cases on 
aommunista or aommunist associates fin his field division with a 
view to uncovering informatio~ indicating factionalism~ a revisionist 
attitude or general distrust and possible alienation of sentiments 
o·n the part of a given individwl. IJ' such tnformation .is available, 
a complete check of that field offices indices will be made and3 
in the absence of information which would dictate t;he inadvisabil'tty 
o~· approaching this individual~ the jield ofJtce will direct a 
communication to the Bureau requesting·a ~heck of our indices and 
authority to approach ·the individual with a view to developing him 
as_an informant. The request is received at the Bureau, a complete 
check of our.~ndices is ·made and again, Jn the absence oj· tnformation 
which would dictate action to the con~rary~ the Bureau will direct 
a communication to the Field authoriaing contact with the subject 
under consideration. It is generally two W#eks o~ longer b~for~ the 
Field is fin~lly in a position to approa~~1~the prQspective inJormant. 

. }·qi\./' 4;;r$-~ /, ! • !' . -:? ~ .., 
\

:\ ! I' ·tr i'· . . ~ c;l--
' · ' tj e-· ~-J , - c. -

·~ --L~ -- JE *')1 .,J ... -.-l 
- lj~ t F~!£i 1~1 m~~· " / ' , 

6 a Fa·~' 1947 THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOB ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES J. 
TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES 

- }_ -
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• .. • Memorandum tor Mr. Tamm l/28/4'1 

I have ascertained from the supervisor on the Oo~identtal 
Informant Des~ that since this program has been in effect not too 
much success has been obtained insotar as the development of good 
Communist t~ormants is concerned. It can be conservatively stated 
that 75% or more of the individuals checked out in this manner 
indicated above never pan out. Obviously this consumes a great · 
amount o.f time and effort~ which time and effort ts wasted in at 
least 75% ot the cases~ at least insojar as the actual development 
of informants is concerned. OJ course~ it is not a waste of time 
i.nsoJar as the protectrton ot the Bureau is cone erned~ and eventual-ly 
this is an important element to be considered. While considering 
this element~ however, I think that the Bureau can reach a compromise 
between the presently e~isting rule and the old procedure on th~ 
developing of t~ormants without in any way compromising the Bureau 
itse~. -

It is my suggestion~ ajter discussing this matter wi~h some 
of the interested supervisors in the Security Division, that the 
Bureau grant the Field permission to ma~e pretezt approache~ to 
potentjal informants without prior Bureau clearance, provided 
(l) a complete check is m.ade ot the Field O!Jic·e indices, (2) that 
a preliminary check is made on the individual in question (criminal 
record, credit check~ etcetera), and (3) that the SAO personally 
approves this approach. I! the i~ial approach then proves to be 
successJul, (l) the Bureau should be 1mmediately notified, {2) a 
c·omplete check should be made of our Jiles, and {3) the Field should 
be advised of the results ot that check and ot course, ij the 
i~ormation disclosed Jrom the check OJ our central Jiles warrants 
such action~ the Field should be instructed to discontinue ~ts 
ejJorts to further develop the .Party in question. 

It ta understood~ oJ course~ that pretezt approaches will not, 
under these circumstances, e:ctend to Oom:muni._ats ~n -brade unions Jor 
reasons which are readily apparent. 

During recent months, as a result oJ the Director's address 
beJore the oathol~ Youth Organization and his talk before the 
American Legion~~~s a result ot publicity emanating Jrom other 
substantial quarters concerning the aommunist movement, the American 
public is becoming more cognizant OJ the Communist menace. The 
Congress 1s likewise becoming so cognizant. Consequently, I .think 
we have less to fear now than when this rule was promulgated. Our 
only fear is that one oJ our approaches to a prospective informant 
would be ill-advised to the point to which there would be attendant 
derogatory publicity for the Bureau. There is not so much jear oj 
this situation arising at this time, and furthermore, I think that 
the Bureau has probably arrived at the point where an attack trom 



r 

• • 
Memorandum for Mr. Tamm l/28/47 

th~ aommunis1i Party or 11The Dai-ly YlorT&er" on the Bureau '&s actually 
a plug for the Bureau. 

If you concur, thi-s matter will be discussed along the 
lines indicated in this memorandum, rather than in the attached 
communtcatt on., with the Agents attending the Internal Security 
School; pertinent views advanced at the School w'ill be called to your 
attention; and the matter will ultimately be presented to the 
Executive aonference for its views. 

Attachment 

JPO:MAB . ,\ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES 

'T 1 .... - .. ' Mr. o'-son: .- --
Mr. E. A. Tamm._ 
Mr. Glegg __ _ 

Mr. Glavi-n 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols_ 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Gurnea 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Hend.on 
Mr. Pennington_ 
Mr: Quinn Tamm_ 
Mr. Nease -
Miss Gandy __ _ 

TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES 





·r 

I· 
.. 

I
. ~~ 

··.. ~\)~\'\\\) ~ 
v1thout prior Bureau authority and vdthout the thorough c~ec~.of the Bureau's 
f les. rl 

·,~ 

Yfuile specific instances are not available at the present time 
v~erein the Field has been handicapped in the past of developments of infor
m*nts in not being abl~ to make prior approach 1vithout Bureau authority, 
this subject has been brought up on occasions in In-Service training classes 
ad in informal discussions·vdth representatives of the Field. 

Another consideration in this matter is the railitant nature of the 
unist Party and its extreme antagonism toward the Bureau. The Bureau could 

n t be in any more hated position as far as the Communists are concerned than 
i is at the present time. ~~equently, vn1atever charges might be made would 
o ly be a continuation of the attack against the Bureau •. 

A tion: 

p inted out that the Special Internal Security School on Communist and 
Itis suggested that consideration be given to this matter. It is \ 

S viet matters begins February 19, 1947, and that this matter can readily be 
-scussed with the representatives of the Field to obtain their views. 

\\ 
'-

--- -- .'_ ___ .. ---"" 

I 
( 
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. STANDARD FORM NO.~ • • 

. 1. Oy'fice Me.more~ndum • -UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

The reports submitted by the field for necember, 1946 relative to 
National tefense Informants reflects the Bureau has 1,479 National Defense 
Informants. The distribution of this ~;uart coverage according to 
nationalistic groups is. as follows: ~-~ 

~~ Informants concerning German activities 30 
~ Informants concerning Italian activities . 17 

Informants concerning Communist activities 1017 
Informants concerning Japanese activities 45 

··~ Informants concerning other nationalities 115 
. ~ Informants concerning general un-American 255 
~ activities 

~· .. Total ~a479 

fJ ~· >-~· ,~: . .'' *Included in the total are 245 informants of the colored race rl J {£ \ 
~ {J ~ tj Ji To give yoU a more complete picture regarding the distribution : V 

this informant coverage according to nationalistic groups throughout the 
~ field offices, T am attaching a compilation setting forth the number of 
~Confidential National Defense Info~ts~de~~oped and utilized by each 
• ~~~d-d~vl8lon accorCffilg-to-tfie national~ ,~c te dency. · · 

I ' 



.. 
I 

. ~· ~ 1 

ALBANY 

ANCHORAGE 

BOSTON 

BUFFALO 

BUTTE 

CHARLOTTE 

CHICAGO 

CINCINNATI 

DENVER 

DETROIT 

. . 

: 

. . 
: 

GERMAN 

0 

0 

o. 

0 

0 

0 

3 

: 13 

. . 1 

2 

0 

. . 

. . 

: 

. . 

. . 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

. . 

.. . 

.. .. 

. . 

. . 

.. . 

. . 

u (3) 

14 

29 

16 {2) 

10 

126 (10) 

23 

22 

. . 

. . 

. . 

: 

: 

. . 

~e-. Includes Spanish, Rumanian, Bulgarian; Jugoslavian, etc. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

12 

1 

1 

:· 

. . 

. . 

6 

1 

0 

0 

2 . 

2 

0 

4 

4 

2 

. . 
: 

:: 

. . 

5 

0 · 

2 

5 

34 (27) 

7 {7) 

4 

>.h~ Includes Ku Klux Klan, Allah Temple of Islam, The Columbiana, Inc., People's Institute 
Universal African Nationalist Movement, etc. 

{ ) Figures -within this mark represent the number of info:rmants that are negroes. 



- 2- ~ 
. GERMAN . ITALIAN : COMMUNIST . JAPANESE : OTHERlE- . UN-AMERICANi-.<.?l- : . . . . 

HONOLULU 0 0 . 2 4 . 2 : 0 : 8 . . 
"_,.-' 

HOUSTON ·a 0 0 . 16 0 2 . 6 . 24 (4) 
·~ . . . ..,.. 

INDIANAPOLIS 0 0 . 15 0 0 . 2 . 17 (5} . . . 
.. NSAS CITY 1 3 . 8 : 0 . 0 . 11 .. 23 (5) . . . . 

0 0 4 0 0 1 (1) 5 (1) KNOXVILLE . . . . . . . . 
LITI'LE ROCK .. 0 .. 0 •· 3 0 : 0 : 8 11 (8) . . . 
LOS ANGELES 1 1 118 (3) . 0 . 12 : 6 : 138 (3) . . 
LOUISVILLE 0 .. 0 . 4 . 0 0 . 0 . 4 (1} .. . . . . 
MEMPHIS . 0 . 0 . 11 (2) 0 . 0 : 10 (9) . 21 (11) . . . . . 
MIAMI . 0 . 0 8 0 . 0 4 12 (12 . . . 
MILV'fAUKEE . 4 . 2 . 1-4 2 6 . 0 28 (6) . . . . 

.NE\VARK . 0 . 0 21 0 0 : 5 . 26.(5) . . . 
. • Ew· HAVEN . 0 : 0 : 15 . 0 0 1 : 16 (:22 . . 

NEVf ORLEANS . 0 : 0 : 11 {7) :· 0 .. 0 2 : 12 {7) . . 
NEl'/ YORK 0 0 57 1 16 : 6 . 80 (4) . 
NORFOLK . 0 0 . 10 0 : 0 . 1 : 11 (5} . . . 
OKLAHOMA CITY 0 0 . 11 (1) . 0 0 : 0 : 11 (1) ! . 

~~lMAHA 
0 0 : 42 f3) : 0 .. 0 : 8 (5} 50 (8) 

~ 
. 



FIEL CE : GERMAN :: ITALIAN : COMMUNIST : JAPANESE : OTIDE~l- : UN-1UffiRICAN** : 

·~ 

PHOEN~g 
' . ..! . . 

PITTSBUIDH 

ST.LOUIS 

ST. PAUL 

SALT LAKE CITY· 

SAJ.'l ANTONIO 

$AN DIEGO 

SAN FRANCISCO 

SAN JUAN 

··VANNAH 

SEATTLE 

SPRINGFIELD 

WASHINGTON 

TOTALS 

: 

. . 

. . 

: 

• . 
: 

: 

• . 
: 

. . 
: 

. . 
: 

. . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

: 0 

: 30 

: 

• . 
: 

. . 
: 

: 

: 

: 

. . 
: 

: 

. : 

. . 
: 

0 

l 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

. . 
: 

: 

. . 
: 

: 

. . 
• . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
: 

. . 

46 

8 

26 

20 (3) 

10 

18 (2) 

22 

4 

3 (1) 

11 

26 (4) 

1 (1) 

30 

7 (2) 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 
: 

. . 

. . 

. . 
•. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
: 

. . 
:· 15 (6) : 

: 1017 : 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

: 5 

: 3 

: 3 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

: 4 

: 3 

: 14 

: 0 

. . 3 

:: 0 

: 10 

: 115 

. . 

. . 
: 

: 

•· . 
. . 
. . 
: 

. . . 
• . 
. . 
: 

: 

: 

. . 

. . 
: 

1 

4 

13 

0 

6 

0 

' : 55 

: 16 

: 42 (7) 

: 2.0(3) 

: 16 (7) 

: 22 (2) 

6 (6) : 28 (6) 

0 .· : 4 

2 (2) : 7 (3) 

5 (1) : 22 (1) 

7 : 58 (7) 

20 : 62 (4) 

17 (11) : 18 (12) 

4 : 37 (4) 

0 : 7 (2) 

13 :- 38 c 6) . 

255 :1479 (245) 

-~ ~--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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l.p:r!l ~, 1947 
·i,~C~~ 

:1· SAC, Los Jm;:olcG 
.. 

Retaronao is r.u:tde to your lotter dated :F$bru~y 211 19471 
sett:tnc .forth the pr()eoduro used to maintain the r~ports 
o:t confidential informants·. Tho t:lcthod 1\nioh you oot forth 
J.s that the orieinal report of tho :L"lfoma>.t hns tvro holoo 
puncnecl in tho roport tuld A ;3n :r. 5" slip o.f paper is stapled 
thereon. 

JDD: ms 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

/ ~ROM 
: . 

i 
: I 

' 

IJirector, FBI DATE: Fabruar~r 21, 19,_;,7 

SAC, Los Angelos 

-'•. 

SUBJECT: · I 11.IllTr:lJ!J.1ICE COllFIDE!:lTIAl.i I!JFOR:.!ti..HT REPORTS 

I should like to have the benefit of the Bureau's observations 
uponrthe proper method of maintainine the reports of paid confidential 
inforll1..'1n~cs • 

This offic~ h~s, as the Bureau is a~are, a number of paid confi-· 
dent;ial informants, the larze 1;1ajori ty of ·whom are being retained in con:ne('
tion) '\"Ji th investigations of the Communist Party and re lnted :mfa. ttsrs. :!.xcapt 
in al few ins-'ca.nces where it is not feasible to do so, these informants subw..it 
vvri~ben reports in duplicate. A copy of each report is filed in the case file ' 
covering the particular Cor!IDlunist club or section covered by that informant, 
m1d.this copy is the one that is block-st~~ed, marked for indGxing, and 
o·che.rnise handled as any other inco:m..int; serial. The original of the report, 
hm·:e•ver, is, in accordance Yli th Bureau instruC?tions, maintained in a sepn.ra:te 
case filr3 conto.ining only the reports of that particular informant and no·l;hin:; 
elsa. The original report is, of course, not block-stamped, n~rked for index
inc;,· or serialized on ·bhe repor-t; itself, and is retained in the exact for:rl in 
·which it 't'Ja.s originally submitted uith the exception that it is necessary 
under this system to punch the trw holos in the top :mar::;in by Vihich .it is 
fas~ened in the file cover. In addition, however, for the purpose of being 
abl~ to account at all tim0s for tho location of v. particular orit;inal report, 
it ;l.s, of course, necessary to serialize i·h in some m:9.nner. Therei'ore, this 

. office is .follovling the procedure of at-i:;achin:; a 3 x 5 slip of paper by meano 
of' e_ staple to the lov;er rir;;ht corner of the original report, and the blocl: 
s·hmhp i:::; thereafter pl~ced upon this piece oi paper ro.th0r th€l.n. on the report 
its~lf, u.nd is appropriately serialized u.nd initialed I'.;:,1· th0 file. It 11ill 
be *oted, theref'ore, that under this system of m~intainin.; the orisinal repor·t 
the only e~an;;e in its origim.l forn is the 'b:w punch holes m'3ntionEJd and tht~ 
staple affixinG the 3 x 5 slip of J.ilS.per. This s;:,rotem hac the v.dvanta;je of 
m~kln::; the reports more readily accessible, but has the possible dioadvant.s.r;:;0 
of the punch holes and the ·s·Ga.ple. 

The only other method for properly ma.intainin;:; the oric;inal infor.:t
unts t reports •"lould Sf)vm to be ·t.hat of placing each orie;inal roport in a 
sepo.rate 1"ihi te envelope appropriately stamred v:i th the exhibit ct!J,>:lp a1•:·..'· _; 
v1it~1 i<lcmhif4.:ri;n;::: data as to the ·nature of' the exhibit.' Under this cysL~· . 

. ntt ~!Ott~.Af.Olt CQ}~TAl}l£~ ... , ... ~ .. 
1\ .... n ... i~' lln U'tln'! f\ ......... ~r.ttrl ..J .t.~1;;1, •••• •. 
·fi h~ .. h .~ . .. X 

. I 

1-

. ·'...., 
! ~--- t- - ~. J 

ut~·l~ .. :~ ~' u.i'luLH.;~._,:il tw ··~ . 

W\lf.~f 6' rni-f; U '''" " 

.)J 
' I 

J. 

' 
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Director February 21 1 1947 

Re : HAINTENANCE CONFIDENTIAL I1TFORMAUT REPORTS 

no punch holes, staples, etc., would be necessary. However, this system 
would have the disadvantage o~ making it necessary periodically to make up 
bulky exhibit envelopes which would result to some extent in additional work 
~or the ~ile room and exhibit clerk as well as making the reports not nearly 
so readily acQessible to Agents. It is noted that in this o~~ice numerous 
reports are received ~rom each in~ormant and that re~erence is being con
stantly made to them by Agent personnel. 

As stated, I should appreciate the Bureau's comments in regard to 
this matter and particularly concerning the point as to whether.the stapling 
and punching o~ the original report as o~tlined would detract in any way ~rom 
the admissibility o~ such reports as the original notes o~ the particular 
i~ormant concerned. 

1.il11B:KH 
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Mr. Clegg __ _ 
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. Rosen __ _ 

Mr. Tracy __ _ 
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Mr. Ngan __ _ 
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Mr. Pennington_ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
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Miss Gandy __ 
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EECOMM1!1N'M.TION: Tba.t the incoming communication be filed end no reply made; 
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~, ~ / OW OAKLAND PIER CAL IF MARCH 2 1947 346P , r::·: · _ · .. 

-~ · V ,J EDGAR HOOVER HQ OF FBI , : . ~~· 

~ DEAR sIR I EARNESTLy I MP~ORE AND REQUEST YOU TO SA~~ MY Ll FE ' - ' CD--· 
. ~ TON THIS TR l P PLEAS.E HELP ME AND USE SOME OTHER MEANS THAT WI L~ ' 

.!t} BEST SERV~ YOU AND MY BELOVED . COUNTRY I PRAY GOD YOU HEED .t 1 ,- ,/ 
~·. 

~~ 
ANSWJ:'O ,,., ~UESTIONS 

jsp TRAIN NORTHBOUND TO PORTLAND 

~ 
AIL IMFOrtMAT''"" ' 'A·~~ i:i! :a 7 ~ :J · ·:-"!J ,C01."'1ES DL::i'l.'l~· •• ..... ··; h · . ..., it·l<'!·"~ ~W~ 5-Ufi ,[.IF.:MA ~R. 6 1947 
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. \/~~\~~~/ 582 Juu~ j~~• . QA:it~::-duti~A~) r»~:rC 
~ \ 1 5 0 MAR 13194 
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~!.arch lS,. 1947 

re.:terance is t:ado to your letter dated february l:J, 1947, cc.:ncorn
ing instructionu prascntl"/ outntruldint; in ratard to conrlucntial t:ntio:aul 
Lofonsa In.f"oroants as set forth in ::-action 911. (4), (S) a and (12) c. 

Your interpretation of the instructions concorninu ·~llu U'jbJ~:;sicn 
to tho nuroau e,f infomation on conficlential !!ationr.l to.i"cnno Ini·on:an'h:t t.~a 
sat forth :1n your latter is correct.. '.iha Bureau does not doniro that all 
inrorr:ants be {;iven o:,n:bol. nu:i:iurs ra.;;ardloso of ho~1 i'requontJ.z'" 12-wy m~:r ba 
utilizod. ' li.. fJOl'll:Eh'\O:tt a:,IJ4bol lltlLloor should oo fumi:.;hed to nn:r it!i\1rr ont, 
oither rational I:ofenca or nonor;Ol inw~t-l;e:ativa, ·.;ho has b~on ro:md tq ba 
rvlinblo and can ar.d clcoo prvvido intorr:atic:t i.tlth £:uf£ic:!."Jnt ro&~lari'f:i;;r. 
1>".1 ,;btint; an individual of this typo a p.lr.:.anont syr..:.bol nru:ber cr1.d ~d-rli~in.:; 
nureau of &..zch d:tmomtion, this m.rubar cnn bo ucad in ropor~ uithout (dto 
naoorJsi ty oi" attachinG an ini"omant sheet. \ 

It i::: r~nlizod thut r:'all,7 :ln£orr.ants m"il duvolopJd in tha iiold 
uho:::;.s nan:.au arc t:-u:lntai.Ylod ~d ·.1ho .:tru uM~izod rrw title to ·eiJ:e .~: thout 
t~nir ha-vinu been furnished a p-Jrnanent syr:bol nunb:::r1 and theru is no 
objection to this latter procedure. 

1:r. Tolson'=,--
~.~. E. A. TW!ll:l __ 

l:r. Clegg,n.:=== ~:r. Glavin 
:.:r. Ladd. 
!.':r. :j1ch:~ol:S:s === 
!.:r. ?.osen!-==== ::r. Trc.cy~ 

I 

\ 

;~: 5;;;~.a .II'JDECR !:r. cars1~n~~~~ :::r. P.arbo 
~'r. Hendon 
!.:r. Pennln;;ton __ 
~:r. Qulnn 'l'an'~.,-
~·r. :.l:ace 
~:s.se Os.r.:iy 

' i 
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TO 

SUBJECT: 

Director, FBI 

SAC, Savannah 

~· • •• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: February 13, 1947 

~ONFIDENTIAL NATIONAL DEFENSE INFORMAN~ .,. 6-t' l"l. L, 

Reference is made to Section 9A (4), (5) a and to Section 9A (12) o 
of the Manual of Rules and Regulations, containing instructions as to th~ 
mission of information to the Bureau concerning National Defense Informants. 

In the past I have interpreted the above instructions to mean that 
information need not be s~bmitted to the Bureau concerning Confidential National 
Defense Informants and that s;ymbol numbers need not be assigned to them unless 

r- the informant has displayed his ability to furnish info ation it is believed 
~ that he will rom lllle to time contJ.nue o fur11ish information and information 

...;- is received fran. him frequently enough to justify giving him a permanent s;ymbol 
~ number, just as the rules apply to Confidential General Investigative Informants. 

It appears, however, it may ~e the desire of the B~reau that ~~~ 
Confidential National Defense InfOrmants be submitted to the Burea ardless 
of hovr frequently they may be utilized. · . . ,.,-.i· · , ..... 

( • ,_, . 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the Bureau advise me 
as to the correc·b interpreta~ion in this connection. 

'fl.[C:ted 

REOO!tiJ.f.1$ 

E:X:-72 
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In -view oL the necessity to contiqually o'l2,_tai~ - and develop info.rma11ts-., 
particula:::-1-y 'in the Cmlli-:nunist field, thesigg13stion is masJ-e, if it has not already 
been done, to review the discontinued files of'Confident~al Infor~Bnts to deter
-mine whether any of the',se individuals could not be.:econtact~d a,--,d again utiliZ1'' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOi 
LUTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI4.C: 

'1'0: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the following message to: 

ROUTIII , 
..... __ ,.,_'~-

.. 
~cm>t•s. 

•· .. ;. 

· ""'\ 

' ·-,.,__ . _ 
.... ...... 

\ ..... 

'---· 
~ 

COPIES DESTROYED 

R 682 JUL 19 1961 _ 
Tolson t ..... IUIIMftf HMJJIIMMt 
£. A. Tamm . · - · 
:i~~fn - -- . ..~ ....... fOf ... 

~~go;_!_s_==== ... l*ltf- - - _ \OS<l~ Vf II" 
~acy 

,~i:~;: ~~ AUG 5 1947 
:- ;endo.~n ;;;:;;=:== 
?eru11ngton ,·- el· · ;u1nn Tamm---, 
~aase --Jandy _-· TIL!TYP! 

.. · .:;t ·;·l:~·JU~-:1_ ......... ---,-----
, .- ' . •. 'f:j" :..;,._.i.lf . 

-... -----
AOOUS! St 191.7 

MCIJ0$!01 . 
-~ - 
lt.AISA$. am aosna -: 
~I.K -

POittAinl 
Sf,. LOUIS 

·" __ ~--!_-· !\, 0_-- _, __ .· ' - .. 
A II · \ • 
-\1 l .. ,,_ .. ~ > M 

cc. 16~M 
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Office Memorandum · uNrTEn sTaTEs GovERNMENT. 

TO THE DIRECTOR DATE: 

FROM 

·\·\ 
f
_j 

~'.;),>-MR ... D. H.. LADD ~ . __ _ 

SUBJ~CT; SEHI-AN.NUAL 'REPORT OF 0:::.\!'-JFIDE~JTIAL NATIOITAL DI::liENSE IN'FOR'JANTS 
JULY, 1947 

~ .. 

AleC';·-

--~ \ ~~I:·:·.. A\~? ~ 
~ ~ATEl,.:tj,\~i- ~ 
~ The reports submitted by the field for July, 1947 relative to 

·-~ ..._:National Defense Informants reflects the Bureau has 1,485 National Dafense 
'\ ~Informants. The distribution of thi~nfJ.IJ'\ant coverage according to 
\~nationalistic groups is as follows:~~ 

·~ 5~ "\. Informants concerning German activities 29 
'' Informants concerning Italian activities 15 

Informants concerning Communist activities 1017 
Informant-s conceming Japanese activities 50 
Informants concerning other nationalities 129 
Informants concerning general un-American 245 

activities 

Total 7rl485 I {!) 
. *Included in the total are 234 informants of the colored race. ~ 

~~ : Tb give you a more complete picture regarding the distribution of 
~--this informant coverage according to nationalistic groups throughout the 
~ · · .f:i.;eld offices, I am attaching a compilation setting forth the number of 

' • Confidential National Defense Informants developed and utili~ed by each 
) ~:· · field division according to the nationalistic tendency. ~-LP~ f ~ 
1 ' :'{ • ,-;:'; ... ;•--irf~-7 

~ ~ nt.CLI\SS\fi'E/DJ, :a;. w.~-1P~'tr;·..-.. - .• ,., 
. u ~,; "¥· _.._J(;~~ J on._.· &-<• :·-· •.:t:·-· ''!/:3 ... 

Attachment 

~~D:dmg 

/ 

CLASS I 
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·\ CONJPIDENTIAL NATIONAL DEFENSE INFORMANTS 

~ 
FIELD OFFIC~ ITALIAN : COUmJNIST JAPANESE 

_,, . 
~~ 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

. . 

. . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

2 

0 

6 

1 

2 

6 

0 

. . 0 

Includes Spanish., Rumanian, Bulgarian, Jugoslavian, etc. 
*)} Includes Ku Klux KLan, Allah Temple of Islam, The Columbians, Inc., People's Institute of Applied Religim, 

Universal Af'rican Nationalist Movement, etc. , ......... ':":;,:f[ ::_{{.<!( • , 
Figures within this mark represent the number of informants that are ne~9iJ.s •• ~ b -a'7 ~r r .. o 

-=::~) -:..;:_:~~7 . AS Q31.:11~SV1~3CJ 

',.I. 

t:.~ "' ~ ~ 'l 

~ 
._, 
.. -

0 l(.) 
~ 
~ f.'\l 
t/.2 ....J 
fi! :::;) 

A ""':) 

rJ2 ..;.'.( 

.P:l 00 
H 1.Q 
p~ 
0 &:i 
0 

---------------- --=---------'----'--'------........... -



<~ 3~~ c;. -2 ... 
j ~ ~ ~, 

·~· FIELD OFFICE -~ : GER?:~AN .. ITALIAN . COMMUNIST : JAPANESE : OTHEPd!- . UN-AMERICAN~* . TOTAL ?& . . . . 
·a... 

HONOLULU . 0 . 0 . 4 : 2 • 2 .. 0 . 11 . . . . . . 
HOUSTON : 0 0 . 10 : 0 : 2 . 4 : 16 (4) . . 

0 0 

0 . 0 . 11 . 22 {5} . . . 
I 

KNOXVILLE 0 : 0 : 5 0 1 : 1 (1} . 7 (1} . 
LITTLE RO'C'.t{ : 0 : 0 : 1 . 0 : 0 : 8 : 9 (8} . 
LOS ANGELES . 2 : 1 : 124 . 0 : 14 . 7 : 148 (4) . . . 
LOUISVILLE : 0 : 0 0 3 . 0 0 : 3 (1) . 
~,·ffi:1PHIS . 0 0 . 13 (3} 0 :· 0 10 (9) . 23 (12) . . . 
MIAliH . 0 . 0 . 8 : 0 . ·o . 2 . 11 . . . . . . 
].1ILI·.'AUKEE : 1 . 2 . 15 . 2 . 6 : 0 : 26 {7} . . . . 

.Bn.E 0 1: 0 . 4 (1) : 0 . 0 : 0 : 4 (1) . . 
NEViABK . 0 : 0 . 19 : 0 . 0 . 6 . 25 . . ... . . 
NEW HAVEN . 0 • 0 . : 16 . 0 : 0 . 0 : 16 (3) . . . . 
NE1,":T ORLEANS : 0 . 0 . 10 (4} : 0 : 0 . 2 12 {4} . L . 

'·· 

NE! .• 1 YORK : 0 : 0 : 52 : 1 : 29 5 . 87 (6} . 
" NORFOLK . 0 . 0 15 0 . 0 . ' 1 : 16 {6} . . . . 
··t· QKLAHOi:fA CITY 6 . 0 : 13 (1) . 0 : 0 . 0 . 12 (1} . . . . 

I 
__ . ----·-



OMAHA 

PHILADELPHIA.. 

PHOENIX ; . 

P0 RTLA.NII 

RICID~OHD 

ST. LOUIS 

ST. PAUL 

SALT LAKE :CITY 

SA!'J AH TONIO 

SAN DIEGO 

• SAN FRANCISCO 

SAN JUAN 

SAVANNAH 

SEATTLE 
·. 
SPRINGFIELD 

WASHINGTON 

TOTALS 

~-· · - . 

.. . 

. . 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

. . 

. . 
• . 
. . 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 · 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

: 0 

: 29 

: 

. . 

. . 

. . 

.. . 

: 

: 

:· 

: 

: 

. . 

. . 
: 

. . 
: 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

. . 
: 

. . 

. . 

. . 
:· 

• . 

•· . 

:· 

. . 

: 

. . 

27 (8) 

52 

11 

25. 

.. . 

. . 

. . 

13 (3) : 

12 

22 (2) 

26 

4 

: 

. . 
6 (1) : 

7 

60 

. . 
: 

25 (4) : 

1 ('1) : 

32 

: 11 (5) . . 
: 1017 : 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

: 0 

: 5 

3 

3 

: 0 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 0 

1 

: 2 

3 

: 15 

: 0 

: 1 

: 0 

: 14 

: 129 

: 

. . 
: 

: . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 
: 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

.. . 
: 

: 

0 

1 

4 

13 

0 

6 

0 

6 (6) 

0 

2 (2) 

7 (3) 

10 

19 (1) 

: 27 {8) 

: 61 ( 6) 

: 20 

: 41 (7) 

: 13 (3) 

: 18 (7) 

: 26 (2) 

: 33 (6) 

: 4 

: 7 (3) 

: 20 (3) 

: 73 (8) 

: 61 (5) 

17 (11) : 18 (12) 

4 37 c 4.) 

0 : 9 (2)' 

19 : 44 (5) 

245 :1485 (234) 
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STANDAR~ FORM NO, 64 c• 
·Office Memorandum o•· 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • 

TO L:R. D. L LJUJD kh- 49286 DATE' 

J.;r. J. F. Coyn// J.' J -J. ~ /: , . ,J 1 ,' _ r 
Pi' ~~ _:_..:· I I.· .• ' ~ ~-~ t-1 p ~~r: ~~;~~IS 

..... JFt'GR,.(_/CO •• FIDE""'·1T- • L t.:=:::ll1FQP1, .. " -rrms · 1!r. Tr~c h"" v "' · b .L. f, • 1 
J.''. .. _.n.li.L ,_,! . .t-f 1 -"'_(/. , / ·,/! L:r. cars~r. 

\..,..~--,,..I-/.# r _. ~ 1 ~ -· _~.Egan 

FROM i 

SU"BJECT: 

7 ( / - Mr. Gurnea 

At your request the C.onfidential Informant Desk had a count · l:ii:: ~:~~~con , 
d f' 11 t t 

· h Mr. Quinn Tam-- '· 
ma e o_ a ac ive negro informan s on this date. T ere are fifty male ~~·i •• ~~~m -.-

and ten female negro inf-ormants 11ho are paid more than ~~10 per month ffim~~~~g:n~a~~Y~~~ 
on a regular basis. In addition, there are 374 male and 36 female = 
informants who are either unpaid or paid on a C .0 .D. 'basis. The grand 
total is 424 ~ale negro in£ormants and 46 female negro· informants. 

G. 1. R. ·-10 

». 

~ . \. ( ' 

·--~-------------~--------~~~----~~-~~~~· ~ 
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14 .oon4fto#l on •t'th t:lur •ttoo.U4 cnu.nlc:4ttoa .frtt• 
tu Depldrt IJA1•1 of Jl•tUll. 1at•J.l lu-•CtJ dat.-4 Ootflber k1• JHf' 
tlfht~ Ia . '" NJ,.J..q to 1lfll utt•r O/ Ocfoli•r v, l~·v. I •llld lth 
u b« ClduCa" ••otl1' IDU tile joota on l~a Ci• l• •'tua'LiM. 
1·• '* o jtMJt ~t ~ *• 'Afomofl·ta oJHu•t idlq!llt • oo.yJa,JNd. 
4o~a HM •.PlOJifld bll 60UGJ. IAt•lJCg•n.c• ,/or •i# g•ar• GIMI ••:r 

· aar.tAe., Nap•ot,uelg. la li a /GtJt ·•.W:M-.f:4t i4/o~w••• cUd 
not; Juralfth '4/0J"JJA't~~· to tiW I'!Jl cad ~r•1taa •t oaJ.g 
t .o Olil·; ta it o ,toot in# M• .. P/J'kl• !>I" ilgpcal 1r't•"H'aCU~- - ia 
i·h~lOd•lJJA'G U. beeA/am,alliAg Hila Sarec~ •ffh ~{c-raattoa 
obttdllH ,froa ~•••• t• '1\f•,.•ta; Jwt atlult Aae be•~ ·tAtr H.IN 
r.mtt okGrcacur eJ i;he '.Vor•'t'M H<tUNd /Na th••• c.o frt./OIWI1Jt•; 
a41d •ll ot.4•.- foot• '• · th'• •t'ler liiAieA will ;J'l~• aw o. eo¥l•t• 
nnd trt~tt P'•*u,.• O/ th'£• altuatt:•,. 

I would. GJ.ao lC" to ._. sag otbr :n•te.ttot• j .n illfh~ch 
Otii ha.- tt,p4"ro.ted 01' t• opeNtt..., f~/Or*t• Co •ltaottotJ• '~ 
l.lhtcll ti~Cs i:Jtu·-.ou. 11aa G prt,•'TI , ... ,..,.* tmfl Jur~•cUot'o"• 

lty r•eeJl..tt,on C• tknf OBI hilt btl•n t/ut IIO&"i ptn••~•t••t 
fll the ArfliB4. Be~uttta• 1 ~-~cll,~CIOI Wltia ja at10-tfa17 .._ portfo.a 
o.t th•~lJ_'!~-!~~ .. ~!~-~·c~.! -.ccA pref'i•IJ jo,. .,.. tA44 ott• 

. GgH01/ liiing SR 'WNttd Jll U · o..-tctA l"trld. C'.f ~UPH auoA · 
· ~at•rzw•••• oA N the O!.f I acfM~D•• p't'Otltlcollll ute • ~- d'al fal• 
tot,oA ogr••••t: ueJ•••• li..,.,_r, bti/Ortl ttntef"jJig tn•o •~11 
/~the,. CNUtt'J'CHTera., am,ut; .. li#uetto• I iii"'Uld lf•e to Aflt~• 
t'IJJ t.h• /ut• Aft' ottlg t,a *'• f• part·iottl4r c;usa'• bu9 ,,. •t.t.lor N••• H .<: tittll b• fUlly tllr/'Ot*ned. . 

YtJ'I'fJ tru.lr ;our•, 

.-~/ 9 ~:II . 
J'oh4 i.>"dpr B.:ot~u•,. 

.Dtrnnr 

. - 31 'L. 
. ,.,. .-

t ~ - ~~ .............. 
i t'""".'Y~ ~ '~~;, I ~ • ...,.. F .i .f..JI -.; ... 

·~ ,!J . ·• ' i~ 1J ; 8•1 ~--
_},'A 
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TO 

FROM 

· In connection with the preparation of the Communist Party 
Brief, it was ascertained that the complete Party history of some 
.confide~tial informants has not been previously obtained from these 
informants during the course of their being contacted by Agents in the 

!.!I ss Gan<\Y 

~ield. In several selected instances, the Field was requested to thoroughly 
. interview the particular informant who had a long Party history, and consid
erable information in regard to the individual's background was obtained which 
will·be of assistance in the preparation of the Brief. 
' 

Meticulous, thorough and complete interviews with all national defense 
informants on Communism and related matters would appear to be in order so that 
the Bureau vdll have on hand at all times a complete history of these informants 
which has been demanded in many instances by the Communist Party itself. 

RECOID.~~ATION: There is attached for approval a proposed letter to 
all Special Agents in Charge directing that as soon as practicable, all confi
dential informants on Communism and related matters are to be thorougbly and 
completely interviewed, and a histor,r of their activities in the CommUnist Party 
or othe_r subversive organiz.ations similar to tha demanded of them by the 
Communist Party should be obtained. 

JDD:map 

~nclosu:i-e 
l j " 

i 
\ 





1. 

l 

• -. • 
Specific S~gested Approaches 

~r::_t.2._ ... Select a small group of agents well versed in the Party, 
undenvrite them with funds and operate undercover in New York City. 
Theywould be controlled by the Seat of Goi;-emment and though their 
funds would be -unlimited, specific authority would be obtained before 
approaching a prospect and making an offer. If approval is given to 
this general plan, a cover could easily be decided upon and leads furnished 
concerning individuals on the National Committee who could be contac~~~~ 
This would have to be correlated with any action contemplated by Tr~~~ 

\ 
~ents M Reliable ex-agents who may have an occupation at the present 

t1.m which could be used as a means for them to app!Ulch high function-
aries in the Party. The New York Office and the Seat of Government 
couli decide who should be utilized in this manner, both from a person ... 
nel standpoint and the type of business that the exwagent may be operat-t:/ 
ing such as attorney, investment counselor or public relations man~~ 

c. · ady been mentioned tha+.JI has made a prelimina:cy 
review o · nd the sug~estio~already been made 
,that he work o If Jefforts in this regard are un~ 
successful, it is suggested that he ~ontinue as he is a third party, 
whose reliability is unquestioned. Any operation through a third 
party depends upon bJegri~y of the individual acting for the 
Bureau. Therefore, hould be used on this project just as long 
as possible as it Wl. o Vi~e t~ necessity of investigating another 
intermediary for this work. ~ " 

I 
dw I ~ This writ-er of the New York World Telegram has co-
operated to a certain extent with the New York Office and is well-known 
for his articles on Communism. His information at tfumes has indicated 
that he has good informants and it is suggested that an inquiry be made 
to determine, if possible, whether any of these informants are high in , 

t
the Party. This inquiry could consist of a technical surveillance on 
Vfoltman's residence and if unproductive, consideration be given to pJacing 
a surveillance on his office telephone. He must have good rources i:q_ order 
to continue to publis~-~~ r,'}iples which he has, and we ought to attempt to 
find out who they areX.I ~ , 

~~~c.e .a Sp?c;ia], Agent .. in the .. ~g.r_ty_ .... From a long-"t'ange viewpoint, a 
Spec1.al Agentwithin the Party would be the most ideal witness in the future 
that we could have. The biggest difficulty in this situation would be the 
covering of the agentts. background~ It will be recalled that ~~ent Sullivan 
some time ago waa to proceed to New York under cover but the plan was ~~ 
dropped, partly due to his background. If approval is given to this ~ ... 'X' 
suggestion, the field should be advised that instead of discontinuing · 
immediately the investigation of an applicant who indicated a Communis~~ l\ 
or other subversive background, to discreetly ascertain whether his ~~ ~ 

b7D 
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·\3 
connections could be used by him to go into the Party upon our behal~ 
The applicant could then be quickly given an Agent's status, briefed 
on his duties and without any lapse of time showing on his record, be 
placed in a logiea~~~o~ in the business world and work his way up 
within the Party .. .JI::-" (:JbJ 
f. Views of Representative SAC's ~It is suggested that the SAC's of 
the field offices having considerable Communist work submi. ~~J~esti_on13 __ ~ 
concerning third party nossibilit~es a~ go~betwee~s in reaching a -potential 
.W~t-o._q~N~~t.oE:.aJ_ -9-~mniftJie -ievei.~ --The.se -Field Divisions have 
Communist Party Districts which are represented on the National Committee 
and the Offices may through the SAC 1 s be able to furnish a good inter-
mediary to reach a local National Committee in New Yoik. ~ . 

Other individuals and organizations have been considered such as the 
Railway Audit and Inspection Bureau, Central rndustrial Services, and business 
organizations such as NAM. It is not believed advisable to use these groups 
if we can operate without them in v~ew of their l01own activity in the labor 
field. Ostensibly these organizations are interested in Communist infiltration, 
but at the same time are more concerned with the activities of the Communists 
more than anything else as effecting labor relations. • 

Consideration has been given to religious grou~s, but the most militant, 
the Catholic Church, would be in a difficult position in attempting to approach 
a fQ~ctionary of the Party unless it were an exceptional case such as Budenz. 
Yfe are obtaining, of course, through Budenz, many 'Je ads and much info~w_n J:fl 
of value not only in regard to high Party officials, but also the brie~::; 

The Conference was advised that letters have already gone out to the 
represen~Cs requesting their views. 

Messrs. Tracy and Harbo recommended that the Bureau endeavor to make a 
direct approach to those informants in the Communist Party on a high level 
feel~ng that to do so would permit a much bett~ha~ of developing an 
informant and obtaining information of value.~~ 

Messrs. Tracy and Harbo also recommended that an effort be made to set up 
an Agent or an ex-Agent on.;,;..~~ :range basis with the idea of having him work 
into the Communist Party. }z.,JC \~ 

The rest of the Conference, Messrs. Tolson, Glavin, Nichols, Mohr, N. McCabe, 
Nease and Laddh:lended that there be no direct approach on a high level but 
that Informant ontinue his efforts to contact and develop some of the high ~b?D 
Communist Party o~ci s as infonnants on behalf of the Bureau without disclos~ 
his principal. t9 \"if 

• Respectfully, / .if.< 
Attachment A . For the Conference ~ ,[ ~ 

~ tJ- Cly'de ~Toloon Tall , ~ 
cc - Mr. Clegg '\ 

liJir. Mohr 
-- ~--------- --



j · 

\ 
. \ 
' '· 

_;,TANOARlil FORM NO. 64 _• , •• • /._ . ' 

Office' Memorandum • 

.. - !...... 

~(\~~1U\\.. , -
UNITED STATES GOVff~ENT 

/ ~·- -

' '\\ TO ~~ Director, FBI DATE:September 1~, 
01 
·~7 _ 

·-~ i FR~~; 
·-"(_ . 

n. M· Ladd ·.:-fl . . \; J ~ : Gl~~n 
~ J -1 \) Ii: lft~g~ls~~ 

I 
'{· 

, \ 

-" 
I 

. ~~ 
' -; \ 

SUBJEC\r: _: .D.~y:el.o.pn,eJ;l..t_Qi'..luajor National Ccmmun;J.st _P~ty AI f.\ /~~< !f ~m~n 
Figures as Confidential Informants ~ ~ (., t~: ~t~ea 

'-...------------- --- -~- ~~; ~~~gn 

The necessity of obtaining informant coverage among the top t.~: ~~~::,;,:-· --
1 1 f th · t t h b . d f t• d ~7e~le.~R~oo~m~1~~ eve s o e Commums Par y as a en recogm.ze or some J.me, an ~-1;,.:;~~~gm 
efforts have been concentrated, particularly within the last year, toward tass aandy 

this objective. By having such an individual available, the Bureau . 
· will be able to anticipate moves by the Party, obtain pamphlet:;>, official ':·· 
communications among the high officia~ and also be aware of the reaA m~yives , 

behind any activity. of the Party~ Lf0 O~CLAS!IF~~ B¥~.~~~'1:!: \''\ 

ACTION BY THE FIELD AND SEAT OF GOVERNMENT ON .__..5_.::Jd.::;:..~'fJf..JJ . . \ 
In various comma~iQations from the Bureau to the field, stress was 

placed on the development of individuals as Communist Party informants who 
could be shifted from placeA~ ~ace or who could be considered as informant 
material on a top level. ~LY 

\:\ 
~ 

" ! . 

·::. 
-:;-.. 

'\ 
The New York Division by letter of March 13, 1947 advised of the 

assignment of two special agents, full time, to a project ~hereby an_ informant 
could be developed on the National Committee. Approval was given to this 
project and tb,e files of all persons originally elected to the National Board, 
National Committee and the National Review Commission of the Party from· the 
New York area were carefully reviffi'fed. The follDV'riny~~ps were consi<;lered 
for possible development as a result of this review:~~ ~ ~ 

, 

1 

' 'tj "'.,_, ~70 
~· 

JDD:EHlff 

' 1&,; ~·J.\~ .#~ 
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Memo for '.fhe Director 

as an j nforqtant liei in the utilization to best advantage of his criminal record, 
_jvrhich indicates that he was aiTested by the Newark, Nevl Jersey b?D 

~Po-l~~~·c-e~D-ep-a~rtment in 1930 and charged with adultery. In 1931 he was arrested 
by the police departmea.~n Vfashington, D. ·G. for assault with intent_ to rob, 
and sentenced to ~;llirginia 0. years. It may be possible to use 
this record as a lever in convincin that its disclosure would do him 
no good ~ ~he eyes of the Party and cou , if notoriety result~;~~\its 
<;lisclosure be the means of his dismissal fran a high position.~ Ltb 

Another item indicative o ossibilities is a memorandum 
in the New York files concerning a vis~ to that office on March 31, 
1937. He volunteered information on whites ave activities in the vicinity 
of Newburgh. New ry.rk and wanted to be· reimbursed for this information. It 
may be thatlwould be susceptible to proViding information for money 
since in 1937 at leas:pe YJ!iS not adverse to accepting money for reporting 
white slave activity. ~ {!!) 

Finally, the development ofr-l as an informant would be practical 
fran a long range poJi}t ~ view since~t well be worked into the National 
Committee in time. ~( i6) 

' 

~~----~------------------~~o is a member of the National Committee and 
w s been suggested as Qant possibility. 
In e op on o e ew or 0 ~ce, close scrunity of during recent 
years mak~it appear unlikely that he is presently opera ~g a~ a paid in-
formant. This is bo by investigation and contacts with other informants, 
which all a ree that · · usl in need of money. If he were 
being paid for information, there is a good likelihood that he would receive 
sufficient to keep him o· The Baltimore Office recently advised in 
checking the activity of while he was in that territory, advi.sed that 

/

his only income appeared is Party salary and expenses and he remarked 
~~)~:rt9ts he never had any money and expected.th¥~~-:.~s._to : r~t-ake care of 

I 

- 2-
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Hemo :for The Director 

being a most energetic worker for the Communist Party.~~ 

~ 
There is also some possibility that~could have been a high

laced official in the National l~ari time Union~ high salary, but seems 
o have preferred to work for the Party at a 'jri :~ one. Notwithstanding 
he conflict in regard to the possibilities of he has been suggested 

for informant possibilities, principally because o 1s need for money, his 
recent trouble \vith the Maritime Service and the suspicions that perha~/h~l 
did act as an infonnant at one time in the past for other individuals • .}Q'{ /!:;; 

oincident with the efforts of the field in checking the background 
of a review was made at the seat of Government of the allegations con-
cerm.ng 1s possible use in the past by other parties as an informant. You 

ote from~9?_f~fl.~ntj,~-:I.~:i.nformant · ·eating tha~~ .... __ .J could 

E
w.i.ll reca~vin this regard a memorandum dated March 31, ~:!r7 ha::d una: the 

nlist the\servioes o alleged was ~e higde~t paLd under-
over man in the id that he ha for awhile 
uring the war. J.S horoughly unreliable, hmvever, an very little 

credence can be p ce anything he says. It mll be noted, however, that 
this recent assertion b through as a reiteration of a 
rep rom one of the sources · 
tha ad been used as informants 
by was requested to obtain a 

I clarification of this information reported i~ 1946 and furnished the no~ in 
March 1947 frozj I who is possibly the original source~{!!) 

In my memorandum of Marcp 31, 1947 on this entire matter 
pointed out that the Bureau files contain a camm~catio dated 
July 7, ~942, original~y from ( ~ in. which he said could be 
~~~~~~cw~~~~J.t would cost a consJ.derable sum. e a so asserted that 

had offered her services to the Hearst S~didate. 
L..no~e=:o;r;""""';'v~a~:u~a'I':"T'e~"'":omm:=~UIU.~StS as w~~~e informants were lis~ed by[ 1<:-s ·' 

d several othersn ~ 

I 
I .df!:.. lwas recommended as an informant possibility 

~
by New Yol'k ih v.Lew of her bacKgr.ound and recent att1tude. She comes frqn a 
quiet, respectable, Italian family with deep !eligious convictions, all p 
of the Roman Catholic Church. A neighborhood inquiry indicated that whe 
mbraced Communism, the family was very unhappy and considerably moved. I 

was the opinion of several persons interviewed that an ac~occurring aro~~ 
1916 had much to do with the change in mental attitude of L__j ~-,/~:.:>~ .. 

<.~ '" . ~, 
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Memo for The Director. 

At that time. shortly after her elementary school graduation, she 
~--------------------------~------~----------~~~ leaving her with a b7D 

pe d a noticeable limp. The accident allegedly had a 
marked e ec o an s e ecame e remely serious and very intellectual. 
She subsequently accumulated scholastic honors in high school and college and 
became identifie¢1. vdth Communist activities in the 19BO•s. 

There is no indication tha~ I has swerved from her loyalty 
to the Communist Party but she has evidenced dissatisfaction >yith tbe present 
leadership and it is own that she has a pressing need for money. In this 

l
last le er, rough a technical surveil ance on er o ~ce, it was learned 
·that she was trying to obtain $2,000 by placing another mortg~g}yo~1r house. 
She stated she already has a.$1600 second mortgage outstandin~~ 

t •tude toward t t ·p, it is knovm that 
:t the heme of 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~----------~-,--~-V2~e~~~r-o~----~~~ ·saffection,-' .~ 
Party certainly would not approve o continued association with him~~ 

Another item obtained by this tee .onl I b?D 

arch 1 47 was a conversation betwee believed to be ., 
f the Newspaper Guild in whic ha the present 

L....r-e':'"a::"":':":e="=r::-::s~~~p~oM..he o unist Party is "corrupt at he core.n Ano 
versation reported by the same informan on une , 1947 between.Jr------. 

was the statement byj I 11I am black and blue all over from 
~-ov~TI-1~o-w-r1-.~1#~I~- could be an implication that she was being pushed around by 

the Communist Party ilieadership. She went on to say referring to the Communist 
Party leadership: "The;y•re a .bunch.of nuts. I wouldn 1t say this to anybody 
except the~ o al eo le but t e 're a bunch of JW.ts. They t re off the 
reservation. t [)._ ----

@.EsENT STATUS OF PROPOSED CONTACTS WITtl ~ (itJ 
I I as mentioned above, is not a member of the National 

Committee but has been suggested that steps be taken to develop him as he is 
a likely prospect for the National Committee and if he wer~ developed as an infaDm
ant on a long range basis, we would have excellent coverage. The New York 
Office has not been advised to take any acti~as yet:;· r::ard t9 land 
pending the outcome of our attempts to reach I who already~ ~1 
on the National Committee, it is suggested t ~ ; Id in abeyance~{~ 

Jf 
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• 
to him by Agent openly o under pretext would probably be useless. 

Since~ ~ i~ openly antagonistic to the ~reau, an r::J 
however. has reviewed the entire file on Lannon and was to have made approach 
tq lwithin the past month. I I however, was found to be residing 
in a summer camp in New York state and it was decided to wait until he _ r;$'"}ftrd 
to New York City. CJ is ready to proceed in this regard at any time~ f!;:J 

Sine~ lhas indicated several times dissatt;faction with .ths 
Party leadership and needs money, it was also decided to have bvork oy her •. 
He has not, however, had the opportunity to review the file on .and 
since it appears she is a very likely prospect, whenl lis briefed more 
completely on pr.~J1 to sending him to New York, he should also be 
prepared o .!!J 

fii.ETHODS OF APPROACHING POTENTIAL INFORMANT~~£!:) 
The work which has been done for the past months with the objective 

of reaching a high Party functionar,y as a possible informant has been concerned 
primarily with the individuals who vrould be the most logical prospects. ;{; 
Secondly, the method of approach must be given considerable thought~(~ 

I· Direct Contact 

In obtaining tCommunist informants, a rule was laid dmm in 194.5 that 
no one was to be directly contacted in this regard without prior Bureau approval. 
Appropriate inquiries and checks were to be made and submitted to the Bureau 
for consideration. Advice vms then to be given to the field regarding~~ofch
ing or not approaching the individual. This rule is still in effect.~(~ 

In completing the project regarding possibilities as informants, the 
New York Office eliminated contact through a third party in favor of direct 
interview wherein Bureau Agents 1vill identify themselves as such and proceed 
vdth the interview under an appropriate pretext devised for the occasion. 
It was felt that a prospect would prefer to deal with a person lmmm to him 
as a representative of the FBI rather than someone working for a reactionary 
group such as the NMA· The New York Office further said that the candidate 
would know that he would be furnishing to an authorized source which would 
treat it with utmost confidence. By acting indirectly, someone sufficiently 
close to and vdthin the confidence of the potential informant must be obtained 
and requires considerable investigation which is unnecessar,y in a direct inter
view. It was also mentioned that the direct approach removes the ~~s~~op of 
future security which is always present when using an intermediar,y~~ 

.-:\~ . '\ ''\ 
~ .1?:~~, ... 
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Memo for The Director 

IL--.,.....----,........:~---:--=~~-=----:-":"'~ Authority was just given to v~.~.~..~..~~&.lo.IJ.I. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~._~~~~~~ develop his fri~ndship vdt 

was mg n Fiel was told to have Fawcett sound ou as 
possibility. I ~s aware that Fawcett is a Spec1a Agent, and therefore, 

O
ach in the future will necessarily be direct if we are to utilize 
friendship. It is suggested that this matter be pushed as~ I 

n offered the position of Secretary of the Party in the Dist ct of 
Columbia at $50 a week. He desires $75.00. If this plan is successful and 
Branca becomes an informant, we could contribute toward his salary as Secretary 
and make it worth while. The Party in the District is not represented on the 
National Committee, bu1 ~ue to his past Communist activity might be 
pushed and there is always the chance that a representati~f~m the District 
w:ill be allowed on the National Committee in the future. ~(~ 

IIt6niRECT ~ONTACT BY MEANS OF A THIRD PAJ!.TY]~ 
. . 

As far as the Bureau being identified in the event trouble develops, 
this method seems to be better. If handled properly, the informant does not 
know that the FBI is in the picture at all and has no recourse to us if anything 
goes wrong. On the other hand, efficiency is sacrificed because better control 
can be had over an informant by handling him yourself then by giving control 

to another person. Another thing which should be kept in mind is that an 
extremely high percentage of our informants on Communist matters are in the 
Party providing information to us because we encouraged them. In many instances 
the individual had to be persuaded even though indirectly to assist the Bureau. 
The fact that they have become informants for us, the FBI, does not mean that 
the same individuals would have become infonnants for a purely private or non-

b7D 

Governmental organization.~egards efficiency of operation, many of. the b?D 
informants taken over fr~did not measure up to the informants develop~;//) 
ourselves ana. closer handliilg and supervision resulted in many eUminations~ /.!:;J 
1. Specific Suggested Approaches 

a.~-~~~ts - Select a small group of agents well versed in the Party, 
underwrite them with~ funds and operate undercover in New York 
Gity. Theywotildbe controlled by the Seat of Government and though their 
funds would be unlimited, specific authority woul~be obtained before 
~pproaching a prospect and making an offer. ~0approval is given to this 
gereral plan, a cover could easily be decided upon and leads furnished ~ 
concerning individuals on the National .Committee who could be contacted. \LJJ 
This would have to be correlated vdth any action contemplated by TT-l. ~~"-:-;.~ 

~\ 
·'·-~\'> 
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Memo for The Director 

/..fy 

bt~-A~e~~- Reliable ex-agents who may have an occupation at the present 
time which could be used as a· means for them to approach high function
aries in the Party. The New York Office and the Seat of Government 
could decide who should be utilized in this manner, both from a person-
nel standpo-int and the type of business that the ex-agent may be ope~a.J'/iJ) 
ing such as attorney, investment counselor or public relations man. ~ ~ 

c. l ~ It has already been mentioned thatll has made a preliminary 
review ofj l£i 1 e ]nd the sugJesh:on-has already been made 
that he work om _ If_ _efforts in this regard are un-
successful, it is suggested that he continue as he is a third party, 
whose reliability is unquestioned. Any operation through a third 
party depends upon k:dtegrity of the individual acting for the 
Bureau. Therefore, should be used on this project just as long 
as possible as it W1 o ¥ia~~necessity of investigating another 
intermediary for this work. ( ~ . 

d. I 1- This 1vri ter of I I has co-
operated to a certain extent with the New York Office and is well
known for his articles on Communism. His information at times has 
indicated that he has good informants and it is suggested that an 
inquiry be made to determine, if possible, whether any of these in
formants are high in the Party. This inquiry could consist of a 
technical surveillance onl !residence and if unproductive, 
consideration be given to placing a surveillance on his office tele
phone. He must have good sources in order to continue to publish 
the article~~i~ he has, and we ought to attempt to find out who 

b7D 

t~ey are. ~{ 0J 
e. :'ace a ~;e_e_c;_;_al_ ~g~!].t _in_ the __ ~~~y - From a long-range ~ewpoint, a Special 

Agent within the Party would be the most ideal witness in _the future that we 

c~~ 
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Memo for The Director 

·could have. The biggest difficulty in this situation would be the cover
ing of the agent's background. It will be recalled that Agent sullivan 
some time ago was to proceed to New York under cover but the plan was 
dropped, partly due to his backgro~nd. If approval is given to this suggestion, 
the field should be advised that instead of discontinuing immediately the 
investigation of an applicant who indicated a ~ommunist Party or other 
subversive background, to discreetly ascertain vmether his connections 
could be used by him to go into the Party upon our behalf. The applicant 
could then be quickly given an agent's status, briefed on his duties and 
wfuthout any lapse of time showing on his record, be placed in a logic~ A}t 
position in the business world and work his way tip vd thin the Party. ~!:!::/ 

h. Views of Representa~ive SAC's- It is suggested that the attached 
letter be approved to the SAC's of the field offices having considerable 
Communist work, requesting suggestions concerning third party possibilities 
as go-betweens in reaching a potential informant on National Committee 
level. These Field Divisions have Communist Party Districts which are 
represented on the National Committee and the Offices may through the 
SAC's be able to furnish a good intermediar,y to reach a local National 
Committee member or even a member of the National Committee in New York. 

(
The Offices· to which this letter is being sent are:: New Yor~C~cago, 
Detroit, Cleveland, Seattle, San Francisco and Los Angeles.;!~~ 

other individuals and organizations have been considered such as the 
Railway Audit and Inspection Bureau, Central Industrial services, and business 
organizations such as NA1~. It is not believed advisable to use these groups 
if we can operate without them in view of their known activity in the labor 
field. ostensibly these organizations are interested in ·communist infiltration, 
but at the same time are more concerned ir.lth the activities of the Communists 
more than anything ~lse as effecting labor relations. · 

Consideration has been given to religious groups, but the most militant, 
the catholic Church, would be in a difficult position in attempting to approach 
a functionary of the Party unless it were ap exceptional case such as Budenz. 
Yfe are obtaining, of course, through Budenz, many leads and much_info~t~~ff 
value not only in regard to high Party officials, but also the brief. ~ 

~ORMANT COVERAGE ON THE LOWER LFNEIB] !r(0 
At the present time we are operating directly 266 Communist inform~~~ 

a good percentage of vbom are members of the party and minor officials. _ ~il_~\\:, (,L 
informants are being paid on a regular basis and in addition there are ~~~~~ 

\' v " . .. 
. .,.) 
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siderable number who are unpaid or who receive small sums of money from time 
to time c.o.n. rt is not deemed desirable that these ordinary informants vlho 
provide day to day coverage should be handled in any way other than directly. 
Most of these informants are active in their present capacity for the FBI and 
would cease immediately if they were told that ~ere no longer interested 
in them and that they should hereafter furnish their information to a third 
party. Their confidence pas been obtained, in most instances, through long 
association and to turn their operation over to another individual would · 
undoubtedly impair their efficiency even if they did not quit. Considerable 
success has been had and it is hoped will be continued in the operation of 
these informants who are providing/,~formation which would be :impossible for 
a special agent to obtain. ~ \.!!:;/ 

Close scrunity is maintained over the activities of these people, 
both in the field and at the seat of Government.?.f~ey are paid on a con
tractual basis and payments are only authorized for short periods of t~ne. 
Unless otherwise directedk':~)llf informants will continue to work directly 
with our agents as such.~~ 

For your information, there is attached a list of the number of these 
informants \vit)th~~eir status in the Communist Party or otherwise subversive 
group. ~( /!:) 

Attachment 
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MEHBERSHIP IN POSITION IN 
~F~m=LD~~OF~F~I~CE~--------~OR~GA~~ZA.~fi~O~N~------:======O=R=G=A=NI=Z=A=rr=o=N============~~ 

b7D 2 Albany 

6 Baltimore 

7 Boston 

15 Buffalo 

B Butte 

2 c. P. Members 

5 c. P. Members 
1 I.'l,!.O. 

5 C. P. Members 
1 Joint Anti-Fascist 

Refugee Committee 
1 American Youth for 

Democracy 

4 c. P. Members 

_ ..... ~~ .... 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
l 

1 
1 
1 
1 

_, 
~ 

_. +
<>~· 
~ . 
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FIELD OFFICE 

:1:8 Chicago 

12 Cincinnati 

15 Cleveland 

l·Dallas 

9 Detroit 

3 Houston 

4 Indianapolis 

' 1 Kansas City 

1 Knoxville 

. 1 Little Rock 

• 
MEMBERSHIP IN 

ORGANIZATION 

10 c. P. Members 
1 Proletarian Party 
1 American Youth for 

Democracy 
2 I. Yl. O. 
1 National Negro 

Congress 

11 c. P. Members 

12 C. P. Members 
1 I. vr. o. 
1 S. W. P. 

1 c. P. Member 

6 c. P. Members 
1 rlorkers Party 
1 Socialist Labor 

Party 

1 C. P. Member 

.3 C. P. :Members 
1 I. W. O. 

1 c. P. Member 

1 Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare 

1 c. P. Member 

/~~~~~------------------~ 

1 -
2 -
1 -
1-

1-
1-
1 -
1 -

1-
1 -
1 -
1-
1 :-
1 -
1 -

:1:-
1 -
1 -
1-
1-
1 -
1 -
1-
1 -
1 -
1-

No 

1 -
lE: 
1 0 

1 -
1 -

1-
1 -

• 
POSITION IN 

ORGANIZATION 

No official position 

No official position 

No official position 

b7D 
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FIELD OFFICE 

32 Los Angeles 

1 Miami 

2 Uilwaukee 

3 Newark 

7 New Haven 

3 New Orleans 

26 Nevl York 

3 Ok"l:ahoma City 

2 Omaha 

1-

7 Philadelphia 

i~ ., 

4 Phoenix 

MEMBERSHIP IN 
ORGANIZATION 

24 c. P. Members 
2 I. W. 0. 
1 S. ~'l. P. 

1 c. P. Member 

1 c. P. Member 

3 C. P. Members 

6 c. P. Members 

2 c. P. Members 
1 Southern Conference 

for HUIJ.lan V!elfare 

15 C. P. Members 
3 I. 71. O. 
1 National Negro 

Congress 

3 c. P. Members 

1 I. w.o. 
2 c. P. Members 

6 c. P. Members 
1 I. w.o. 

3 C. P. Members 

2 -
1 ...: 

POSITION IN 
ORGANIZATION 

.., 
COt~F ~.i' 1~A.t; 

b7D 

2 -
1 -
1-
1-
1 -
1-

~~~----------------~ 1 - Mail drop - 1 - 1\lail coverage 

i :1 . 1 _L-:T=-r-a-s-;-h-c_o_v_e-ra_g_e ____ __. 

No official position 

1 - Trash coverage 

H I 
~================~------~-. 

1 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
~----------------------------~~~~ 

.. l~ 



t' .. ...· ) 
..,: - .. 

--f • • -. 

FIELD OFFICE 

14 Pittsburgh 

3 Portland 

1 Richmond 

"6 St. Louis 

3 Saint Paul 

1 Salt Lake City 

24 San.Francisco 

2 San Juan 

15 Seattle 

Springfield 

MEMBERSHIP IN 
ORGANIZATION 

12 c. P. Members-
1 I. w. o. 

3 c. P. Members 

1 c. P. Member 

3 C. P. Members 
1 S. W. P. 
1 A. y. D. 
1 American Slav Congress 

3 c. P. Members 

1 c. P. Member 

20 C. P. Members 
1 A. Y. D. 
1 National Negro 

Congress 

1 C. P. Member 

13 C. P. Members 
1 Socialist Labor Party 

2 c. P. Members 

" ,, ~~\\\\'--
POSITION IN \'~ 

ORGANIZA TIOll"' 

i jL-------------~ 2 - Trash covera e 
1 
1 

1 

No off~cial position 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
L-------------------------~ 

No official position 

No official osition 

1 
2 
3 
1 
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1 ~~~~~~--------------~ 1 - Tras coyerage 

~~ 
2 - Trash Coverage 

HL_ ________________ ....J 

No official position 

5 Washington, D.C. 5 c. P. Members 1 j I ©r
1 

\ 
1 National Negro Congress 1 ~ 
1 Southern Conference 1 ~ 

1 for Human i'felfare . · 
:'.~ v 

In addition to the above, there is carried on the confidential pay ro~~ the 
Field, 9 criminal informants; 6 translators in connection with foreign langug.ge,;tlbiication, 

!;i~~.U~~~u=~:~~;,t Ynnk c<+v •n• P c ' c--..'••*' ·· '- ~~h!:~~~Db.,C.; on'b?o 
employed in Embassy.~\~ 
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Mr . 
.. Mr. 

M::. 

October- 6, 1947 

MEMORANDUM FOR llR. COYNE 

FroM: J. D. i:loNO"'Y 

RE: INFORMANTS ON HIGH LEVEL 
COl~mNIST PA..~TY, USA 

~~~( ~r. 
il&r. 

V
1 

Mr. 
(' Mr. 

Mr. 
M~. 

Mr. 

/\' 
Mr. 
Mr. 

To hon. _ _,__ 

~.A? Clegg 
Glavin 
Ladd 
Nicholll __ 
Rosen __ _ 
Tracy __ _ 
Carson __ _ 
Egan ___ _ 

In connection with ·the interview withD the following suggestions 
are set forth: 

b7D 

1. 

2. 

3· 

JDD:EHW 

Public announcement was maae on october~S, 1947 of the formation 
of a Communist International by the Communist Party in the Satellite 
countries. It looks like the reactivation of the olci Comintern. It 
is ·incumbent upon us to follow any connection between the Cornintern 
anci the Communist Party, USA. The answer, of course, is an informant 
on a high level in the Party. ife are aware that this proj~the 
most important we have undertaken of an informant nature. · 
aware of its importance. It should be emphasized, however, o 
that upon his efforts the greatest reliance is being placed an o 
not forget that the future success of our Communist program depends 
uoon the results he obtains. 

It is suggested when II advises 1j.b.e.....d.r.te he will canrnence operations, 
that a surveillance ~aced uponl___jby the best agents of the 
I!evr York Office, both as a tion against physical violence · if 
a reaction develops ag . d also Cl.:-1 a necessary double check 
in a discreet manner o himself. 

rt is suggestea that New York ascertain whether~ has a home 
telephone and whether a tech can be placed ther~h security. 
If so, a request ~hould be made to the Attorney General for 
authorization, and{ lbe covered by a tech for a~ a 
period of two week !rom the time of his approach byL_____J 

Reinstall the tech on the office ofl !immediately and a.ak 
Nmv York if a tech on her residence ~s feas~ble and secure. 

' . 
. J. 't. 

When the date o~ !activity is known, New York be ~;;;t;;<~ 
advised to alert all Sutec personnel to catch any leads over any 
Connnunist rarty techs indicating! lhave talked about 

· being contacted. 

THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES 
TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES 
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' All ftJ.fOR.~'~TfOtl CONTAitl.ED 

J!S:~~~~\! ~~ IR~.t~t .n "tfflt:'D t~Hi.:.ia~ .~ U.J'itJLn.~~· . i. m) f"l'le,{ JV 
DATE 11-t re ~ff BY .. ~~i> .j'o'ctober 21, 1947 

SAC ALBANY 
ANCHORAGE 
ATLANTA 
BALTIMORE 
BIRMINGHAM 
BOSTON 
BUFFALO 
BUTTE 
CHARLOTTE 
CHICAGO 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
DALLAS 

DENVER 
DETROIT 
EL PASO 
HONOLULU 
HOUSTON 
INDIANAPOLIS 
KANSAS CITY 
KNOXVILLE 
LITTLE ROCK 
LOS·ANGELES 
LOUISVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
MIAMI 

MILWAUKEE 
MOBILE 
NEWARK 
NEW HAVEN 
NEW ORLEANS 
NEW YORK 
NORFOLK 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
OMAHA 
PHILADELPHIA 
PHOENIX 
PITTSBURGH 
PORTLAND 

.\ERSONAL ATTENTION 

SAC LETTER NO. 139 
Series 1947 

RICHMOND 
ST. LOUIS 
ST. PAUL 
SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN ANTONIO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SAN JUAN 
SAVANNAH 
SEATTLE 
SPRINGFIELD 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
QUANTICO 

J • 
' ' COMMUNIST CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS - COMMUNIST PARTY HISTORY RE: 

·~ _ In connection with the preparation of the Brief on the Communist Party, 
Jit was determined that the Bureau does not have the complete Party history of our 
)confidential informants on Communist matters. As you know, the Communist Par'ty has 
-~been r~q~esting its members to complete an extensive questionnaire which whert 

.,<, _:lilled out contains rather full informatioi?- on the background of the individual. 
·. ~ -- ~-n-imany instances we will not have as much information on the informant as the 

• I 

::~.~~: Communist Party will have when these questionnaires have all been turned in·. It 
I ~ ~ '\ • 

·"- ·-~is imperative, therefore, that we know as much about our }nformants as does the.· 
·:.....)-:;:Party. To thoroughly analyze each individual informant c(ljd<J::ris~P.4';§(lf?~€S· ~s 

·a witness, hi_s personal history is necessary. · .. · · ~ :.;·, !n _·L, 
• · ~~" • • !i"l'•"". ~ 

I .. . 1 ') Jt :1 •. , • •· 
:........:. ~ \ I i !' 

, - You are directed to have the Agents handling confidential informants on 
Communism thoroughly and completely interview each informant, obtaining from him 

j a detailed history of his participation in the Communist movement similar to that 
required by the Par~y itself of important functiona~ies and members. Particular 
attention should be paid to attendance at state and national conventions and Ple
nums; membership ~n education, literature -or membership committees in the Party, 
on all levels from club or branch to state or district, and attendance at Party 

~' 1 schools of all types including the National Training School or schools sponsored 
by the Comintern abroad. Information should be obtained as to his connections 
with the distribution of, or his subscription to, and thorough_ knowledge~, the 
various Party publications such as the "Daily Worker," "Daily People's V{orld," 
"The c:ommunist," "Political Affairs," and "New Masses." 

Mr. Tolson 
Y.r.E,A.~ 
Mr. Cleu -
~: ~~~1~ In each i tern, the time and place concerned should be carefully fixed. 
~~: ~~~~~1.&e::complete name of the individual and all Party names or aliases should also 
:.: ~~~out. The informant should also be interrogated regarding his personal knowl-

' ~:~~~nd acquaintance, if any, with the various national officers of the Party 
!l.r. Penn~he firstD d. of his membership to the present· time. 
Yr. Q.tlDH: J.BlUi; \ 
Tile. hOO!" - -\ 
Mr. 1/•ase -- \ -:..-) 
Mlss va~d~ .... ,.,{~"\ " 

·H 

/ 
- --~===-~~~~--------------------------



The Party history of each informant should be set out in chronological 
form with the exception of the last mentioned item concerning national officials. 
These interviews as above described are not to be confined solely to Communist 
confidential informants but the same type of interrogation should be had of each 
and every national defense informant furnishing information to your Office of a 
subversive nature. These latter informants should furnish their history in re
gard to the particular organization or organizations with whi ch they are or have 
boen connected. Individual letters should be prepared under the caption and 
symbol number of the particular informant and transmitted to the Bureau as soon 
as possible. 

• 

Very truly yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

~~~=~=~~==========---------



Director, FBI 

Dear Sir: 

•• •• 
ifi:eit:eral ilur:eau nf :lluu:estigatinu 

lltuit:eb jtat:es 1.ll:epartm:eut nf Ilustir:e 
Los Angeles, California 

CO~~NTH.\l 
October ?, 194? 

PERSONAL AND CO~NTIAL 
RE11 .C~:IMUNIST PARTY INFORMANTS ON ~ ,!!~I I 

NATION.A.I; COMMITTEE LEVEL OR HIG_ . ~ 
- ' ·.,- -
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) - :f •• 
DIRECTOR, FBI 

IJl.ell.eral ~ur.eau nf l!nu.estigatinn 

11tnit.eb itat.es :nl.epartm.ent nf Yusti.iti~L JN!iOF.'~·\rT-nr C0J;T AINW 
CHICAGO 90, ILLINOIS m:.;::mrn J. ;:; ' ·:-- ;.: ;:-·:- UIED 

October 8,. 1947 E-;~c:::-:-- · •. ·· .. , ~ · ·· .: .• J 
C .Lh~·~x· s.. : ~~ 

PERSONAL & CONF.TIA.L 

RE ~ST PART1 INFORMJ\NTS OIV . \iN\ (; ~ ( 
. TIONA.L COMMITTEE LEVEL OR HIG~ )01 t!!:::.J 

.)Dear S:ir: '1 t\ jJ ) M --('__ . . \) l,f).~ -.- Jl"' .-: ,f:._ / . - . o ·~ ~)1 , ·-- ..~,,: ~~~ -; ·· · ,f ··- ~-¥7 -Ux , ... ~i . - ;, 
''• {_J Reference is ma

1 
e to J31#eau letter to New York dated September 22 last, a ?d.1 -7 _ /j. . copy of which ..l!.s submitted to this office, regarding the captioned matter.' 

This is to advise that I am in agreement. w.i:~h the suggestion that a member 
of the National Connnittee of the CP, or a member in a higher placed .~~i~n 
in the Party, be approached by a thir~ party on behalf of the Burea~ 0.j _ 
With respect to the Bureau ts request for suggestions as to any organiZation~~ !1 
which could be used as a pretext or a cover ~ing an approach such as ~t y 
described above, the following is suggested: ./1 ":!) , ~'\ ~ · 

I 
1. A.n attorney representing a group of companies desiring ~ ~ 

up to date information on the Connnunist ~rty. ~~ 

2. A company: whicb has been used as a cover for SIS agents. Jq~ 

3. A rel~ group- no specific denomin:tion ·n~:;;--- :1'·~- -
mentioned. · ~ ~~ 

(i;;J- iJ DID -:'!'-,-,,,. , -- --- · · T· -- ~ · " en . 
4. One of the many industrial research ·--~o _... - - ~ 

5. A national magazine, such as "Fortunett or "NawS\veek. tt 
~ :i· 
Q Q; 

6. The Ame~..!__ - ---- -

7. A universit,r with an Institute for Social Science. 

8. A cover company set up by the Bureau and operated by Bureau c._ 
investigated emplqyees• It is not believed that any present 1?3 
employee of the Bureau should be used as an employee for su 

company. . ~a- CORBED G\ / I - ~) r:J l L<, ": -- - 'J'(t 
J(/J tHl:P'"Dtn 1

\ ~ (; f":"\'" / \ '- -

It is my belief that the best covers of lt!)'e a o~e~~p.e-afr[¥ga~~~tr6~~· :woul~~) 
be either a national magazine or a· cover company set Ty 1&~ -~~~~~ It is 7 

'CLASStflE 
EXT Ci-~ ;·~ ~~ ~~ 
n.L:\~. c.~ ~ · 

. -~> 



I i 
{ 

L. 

• }' 
• 

DmECTOR, FBI, 10/S/47 RE: {£9MMUNIST PARTY INFORMANTtQ {:J 
'· 

pointed out that a national magazine would be in a position to supp~~O~Y. 
for information and would have an interest in Communist activities.~{~ 

"A cover company set up by the Bureau could be one of many types of companies 
which might be interested in the . subject of Communism, and the Bureau woul~ (,1 J 
be better able to control the informant than through another tyPe of cover~ 

With regard to the nc:me of an indi~idual who could be util~a~ ~~~le~ 
for s~ch an und~akmg, I would ~e to submit the name of . - ---:__ l 
of Chicago, Illmois. The Bureau ~s aware of the baclcgr-oun· o a 
the Bureau knows of his position as a libena~ It is pointed ou I 
is financially in a positioli"9'io pay a large amount for information; his name 
is well knmm to Communist members throughout the country; he is interested 
in newspapers which would have an interest in all matters pertaining to the 
Communist question, both from a national and international point of view; 
and it is Qel~~d that he could approach a possible informant an~vhere in 
the country.~~~ ~-~--~- --~------~------------~---------
It is known tha has been contacted byl I a member 

j..Q;Uihedia.:li;i:m'i!Il~ffimmrh·ee... In this- -connection ~t ~s p6mtea outaflla:::rt-t---
t-~--r-"'----......,..ibly be approached to act as an informant on Conmnmist 
i matters. has attended school in Moscow, was a member of the Far 
1 Eastern ommission of the Comintern, is a prominent member of the CP as 
: regards Negro work, and, accordingly, could supply the Bureau with a great 

is a possibility, ould approac~ 1 It is fur~her 
deal of information in a he would become a; informant. There 

pointed out tha w o ~s years of age, Wll proba:'bly never see · 
the United States ecome a Communis country~ f~ 1this reason might, for 
financial remuneration, become an informant. ~~ 

In the event that the Bureau would not consider usingl I for this 
purpose, additional consideration 1vill be given to the sUbmission of the name 
of another individual in the Chicago area who may ~ 'iJj 

1
position to serve 

the Bureau•s interests on this particular problem~~ 

With regard to the suggestion that a direct approach be made by a Special 
Agent under appropriate pretext, but not under cover, it is not believed that 
this approach should be utilized until the Bureau bas endeavored to o.btain 
an inf~j~ough the approach of a third party acting on behalf of tl;le 
Bur~ ~ ~ 

WLR:pm 
10()..2398 -2-

J~~~ 
G. R. McSwain 
Special Agent in Charge t 

CO~r\ 
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IN REPL.Y. PL.EASE REFER TO 

FIL.E NO. _____ _ 

•• 1Jt:eil~rull!!tur:euu nf ~uu:e.atigutinu 

ttuit.ei't ~tut.e.a il.epudm:ent nf .Yu.atit:e 
New York 7. N. Y. 

October 8, 1947. 
ALL INFOFMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS U::TCLASSIFIED.. 

,.,.~ .. -.. M'lr•~""1. ' EXCEPT ,-,:. ·:-· .... .;. •• v''"''li 
Director~ FBI. OTH£r1.V,1IJ.3, ' -' .... 

J 
·~ 

/· ~- Dear Sir: 

~~ 
~: As the Bureau is aware, this office had at the time of submitting 
.~'\ ~ the various names for possible Confidential National Defense Informants 
~ ~~ for the Bureau's consideration also made suggestions as to a means of 
~ -=~ approach by this office. In ell instances, the direct approach thl,"ough a 
~~~ logical pretext by either contacting the~~~' himself or contacting 
~1~ \ him through a relativ:e was recommended. ~~ 
l]~\'t\ • 

--

:J ~\) ·- An analysis of the existing possibilities of~p~c:;,cp would :1 ~ seem to indicate that there are 4 main possibilities. &!} · , ~-c. h. -r 
. \ ~ -~' I / !"'J 

J~2 . By having an agent make a direct approach under anQ) J, " i 
· ~ ..;, appropriate pretext. but not under cov~r. _ I) ,..._.,_::;. ....... ,y 
~ C5; By a direct approach by a Special Agent but under \:9 a,\ 

cover. ':J, ~ .-Ao._r::::.,. 
3. -By-an: approoch by a Special Agent. with relatives or Q..... 

the possible iriformant. · _.
1 

,... ( 

-., , . _ 4. By the use of a thii'lrtl~ not . . _ ~V' _ 
~ _ _ _ Bureau. ~}!~~ ~ 1 ,, , _ 1.r :..- . _;~ - · ~4..,.....-
~ v . - ~~ . I Ltt;., . - (t) l;.t .-· . , Ll,t - .. ,) '}? l: 

0·~~y In further analyzing ~ch of these p~~sibfljties~ there arg'~oints 
for and against each of the approaches. R~lat;i:v-E¥ t.o:·.#h~ .first proach, 
namely, contacting the prospective informartt directly by a S cial Agent 
under an appropriate pretext but not under cover, there co a result 
unfavorable publicity in the DA.ILY WORKER if the attempt as unsuccessful. 
Further, it would place the Communist Party officials o notice and furnish 
them with tangible evidence that the FBI is actual ying to develop 
informants on the higher levels of the Communist Pa y. On the other ~p ,"':•~" 
hand ~ the approach were successful, it w~uld mea ~y.t we would ~s: _-:<~~ .~·/' 

r;::::;;;-,-;;,;:;"'-;.,:;:"·-;o dJ.rect and complete control over the :~.nforma4;-;YJh'i~ for ob-v~l-o. ~' · 
BUY reasons is highly desirable. ~nother advant/:~e is- that whoevel- may be 

L 
WTM_;-DJG . l_j ·• 
62-9124 -

- -

~~!~~ approached will be suspicious that it ~s some~orle from the Communist ~~ 
Party or its delegate who is testing his loya' iy to the Communist .. -·~ \'-/ · 
movement. If an agent were to make thi.s appr 1ach and it appeared .,\'~ ._. · 

feasible he could identify himself;' in s~ wer so as to conv.\I\~~- , .. 
"!;he in~~·vidual of his actual identity. 1 I \_~-

·, t t) If \to' _. ,_'·, ;}-?,~ . 



.. 
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Letter to Director 
62-9124 

• 
October 8, 1947 

With reference to the second approach, namely, by a direct 
approach by a Special A:gent but 'lm.der cover, the ad:uantages are that 
again the FBI can maintain direct and complete control over the 
infonnant if he or she is successfully developed. Further it would 
avoid any unnecessary publicity or reaction from the Communist Party 
officials against the FBI if the attempt was unsuccessful. The 
disadvantage to such an approach,would-be the good possibility of failure 
if the prospective informant could not be convinced that the agent were 
not somebody connected with the Communist Party. Also it would require 
s~in ~rdertc set up.an.agent under an ~ppropriate cover. In 
connect1on with the above, 1t 1s believedtha~~f a Special Agent were 
used for such a purpose he should not be assigned to the field division 
covering the territory wherein the prospective infor.mant is located if 
that informant is on the N~tional Committee level or a higher level. 
In that way, the contacting agent would be a complete stranger in the 
locality and thus would avoid any possibility of having him later 
identif)Jd~;\ any way with the FBI by other members of the Communist 
Party. 'j<\ ltj 

As to the third approach, namely, by an approach by a Special 
Agent with relatives of the possible informant, this, of course, could 
not be worked wit~ e'' ae +hlprospective informants but there are at 
least two, namely~ andj I who possibly could be 
approached in this manner. ~is is true because of their backgrormd. 
In both of these instances, they were brought up in the Catholic faith 
and their families are from all reports practicing such.faith today. 
It~ therefore, can be seen that if there are any family ties left among 
these individuals, there is a possibility that they can be BW'Img in the 
right direction through such family ties. The only disadvantage to this, 
of course, would be that again a Special ~ent will be directly 
involved which may not be desirable. ~C~ 

, With reference to the fourth possibility, namely, by the use 
of a third party not connected with the Bureau, the main a•ntage in 
this would be that the FBI could in no way be connected with the 
attempt to develop the individual. Further if at a later date it was 
necessary to have the infor.ma.nt testify in court, it is believed that 
it would be possible to avoid having testimony came out to the effect 
that the person maintained his or her position in the Communist Party !7J\ 
pursuant to instructions or requests or even suggestions by the FBI. \~ 
This would appear an important factor why an agent should not be utilized ~ 
for such a purpose. As to the disadvantages, there is one main one ~ 
and that is that the Bureau will not have complet;e control of the in!'\& 

-2- ~ 
(:,~~ ' 
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Letter to Director 
62-9124 October 8, 1947. 

It is believed that it probably would turn out Whereby the informant 
would only be furnishing intelligence information and that it would 
be impossible to work it in such a way where we could have answers to 
all the questions that may come up from time to ti.nie. It cannot 
be seen whereby it would be desirable to educate the inter.mediar.y 
to such an extent in the Communist field or to even permit such an 
individual becoming aware of the full extent of our interest and 
particular phases of Communist activity which would necessarily result 
by informing the intermediary of' the questions desired to be asked of 
the informant. It is realized that there may be a possibility that 
after the informant is developed of then having him or her handled 
directly by an agent but this seems quite ~emote. Further, it is 
believed that it will be an extremely difficult task for an outsider 
to convince such an official of the Communist ~y ~at he is not 
actually testing the loyalty of that official~~·~ 

Furthermore if an intermediary were used whose cover was in 

' . . 

some ~y connected with big business it would immediately be objectionable 
to most officials of the Communist Party due to the natural antagonism 
the two groups have for each other. It is, therefore, conceivable that 
a high official of the Communist Party would be subject to defection 
but because of the suspected connections of the third pa.·rty would have 
nothing to do with him. Further as far as utilizing a third party, this 
office does not. h.ave anybody available who it believes_c.o..u.lg_be used_for 
such a purpose un ess the Bureau would consid!r .~o~e.!x:~g~~~ who has a 
knowledge of Communist activity but has ne~~@-~d ~¥.. th~s ~peiof 
wor~ since his departtlr!J..!.,Ol!l_,~~~. Bur ... ~,E.w:_, -~ ,~ "-

... ----~~~ · 

From what has been stated above it can be seen that there are 
points in favor and against each of the possibilities mentioned. This 
office is definitely against losing control of an informant if one were 
developed. On :the other hand, it i~ well appreciated t}J.at the FBI could 
not permit this organization to be blamed at a later date for keeping an 
individual in a high policy making position in the Communist Party. 
Therefore, it is believed that if it is possible to secure a third party 
whose friendship with the Bureau is such so that there is no question 
as to his impeachability and his willingness to turn over the informant 
directly to the Bureau~ a later date, it is believe<:.~~ the_'!IE:~x:d~
party should be used. ~~:=;;;::: =-
~- Very truly yours, 

~~ 

- 3 -

EDWARD SCHEIDT, 
SA.C. 

e.bntt-

-':\~ 
J :~~ \( .,. 
"" . 
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Letter to Director 
NY 62-9124 

CO~IFID~AL CONfiD TIAL '/~-~ Octob 9, 1947 

A~~H •FER 
JAC~ONG 
AUDL~ GORE 
ESTID!:~:;lER"
NAT~tUTS"K:Y 
Rev • "E-LI O!P'1V'HI TE 
RO~T~~-"-

GEORGE~KE 
CONSU~~L ~ffiCIAL 
JOSB:P ~~TS 
LILLLf!.~'l'ES 
WILLJ:AM.-ii:LBERTSON ~ 
1UCHA~A,LERNO 
CHARLEs-1tf'MAN Lr-----

(This list includes those na~es of individuals employed qy the · 
New York State Communist Party over the period of October· 1, 1939 tm-ough ./ 
December 31, 1946 which was supmi tted to the New York ·state Div[$ion of Plaoement 
and Unemployme:Q.t . Insur{lnce. The nam» c;f. National Headquarters einployees are not 
submitted to the above department) • ~ l!:} . · · 

. JULI ~OZARENA SAMUEL H~FEE -
HE . ·· BAILIN HA=O ;JIN 
TE SSl!:TT G HAN 
l~~:j:~ ANTON:E LOMBARDO 
GEORGE 1Ji<' COOK ALBER'f'""MOREAU 
ALB=E· . ·~ : -IIJSON _,;;-.. EISii'NEWMAN 
JOHN"lJJ l~, ' WILLI.AM-NeRMAN 
LOU ISKIN GEO~rnVIDRS 
S.Al~NC~I S~SHKIN 
EVELYN F •!DMAN'-<D\lPQNT .AJMtOTHBART 
JAMES J. · ER MlJRRA-¥-SAVAGE 

I \ 

LUGILL~:AJTHFUL HARO~~ON 
~a&~ JROBER~MPBON 
BERNAIW'fRIE]l~D .. MOLL!"frfJl.CKSM~N 
ALICE HODEs;""'}f§RDNER GEORGGMiiT y 
LILLH.N ANI#GATES Flif'"TvEIN 
SIMON· W,-u.ERSON WILLI.~ . tEINST'ONE 
IR~OFF HERBER ~ ELDIN 
DAVm--®RDON ROBEli'l'1100D / 

'coNS.TANGEi""'3ACKSON S~L 
. ROS~IORTIS 

- 2-'---"---- ,, 
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Letter to Director 
NY 62-9124 

. CDYiJ:UJtUtU Ut 
Miscellaneous (Prominent in Party Activities) ~ . ~ 

v. J ~o:ME , SAMUEL c~ WJ. 
JOSEP~RTH . ./ BENJAM~ ORDOFSKY 
ROBERti; OD 1£.:..- ALBE~OREAU 
ROBER' · ~OR CONSTANC~Cf(SON 

. ANTONI . , OMBARDO CL~ODIAN 
MOSE~LLER ROBE~~ED 

MA~~~_!!.., PHIL"""1rABOT 
JO~. , JOHNsalf/tVIN 
DAV~LBEN 

.. 

All of the above names have been eliminated as potential informants 
for the pre'Sent with the exception o!J jwhoseb7D 
name has been recommended previously to the Bureau anA ) on whom _a 
senar:te ~ett1er to the Bureau is being written. Pn a higher level, the n~e of I ~ ~ . member of tbe National Review COI!IniEs{lton, c";·~;:± ,.:,. has been 
con~~ ere and discarded. Attention is, being ~ven t~ r a member 

) 

of the National Committee of the Communist Party who has~enrans erred recently 
from the state of Ohio ~o New York City and is presently occupying the position of 
National Legislative bi~ector. The_Bure~u has been advised about this indi~ 

A separate letter is also being submitted to the Bureau on HOcrKRD 
CARL BOLDT, secretary-treasurer of Freedom of the Press,~711 35 East ~relfth ~ 
Street, New York City which publishes the DAILY WORKER. ~ . . 

The New York Office will continue to remain alert for any evidenc~. 
of disaffection on the part of any persons mentioned in this.letter which·wou~· 
warrant an approach to him for developl!.lent as a confidentia~ir,j<fmant •. 1TI1~/ 
Bureau wi'll be advised promptly of any such developments. J'J1 ~ · 

Very truly yours, , 
' 

~~J 
EDWARD SCHEIDT 
SAC 

CONFI~ 
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New York 7, New York 
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Confident:ial letter to D:irector 
NY 6.2-9124 

I 

' 
October 8, 1947 

r------~~~ ......... ,....1~ spent a week ·with the r, I f':mjJ: at Bethel, Vermont. 
. told SA HART that be thought 11 was losing interest 

:In the Commun~t t:y· When asked for detalli as o vi Y he thought this, be 
said that the o lopger talked to him about the Connnunist Party and 
received very l. mail, Yherea/ifor,merly he received considerable quantities 
of mail from Connnunist fronts. rl~ 

1 1 stated that vihen ---------------..... 

he usedco o!t'ing the t:Daily T'forker" home ever nl. 
bringing the pUblication home, so far as could determine. 
advised that he eyen sees papers like the en or Journal America.n!!:::;::::mJ~:e::a::::c;__. 
forrerl:vl jculd not tolerate such pUblications in his home. 
advised that at the time of the 1946 Maritime Strike, v~hich took plL..a_c_e_l...-.n--___. 
Septeniber - October of that Jjar;(j! ~old him that he was a 
Communist and proud of it • ~ { 5 · 

This was the only information that apleared :in the aforementioned 
rnemorarx:lum which~llggested the possibility that_ lwas becoming 
disaffected~(~ 

SA HART made considerable inquiries concerning HARVEY MYERS and ::el :re~n=ine derogat.;J con:erning him, In _fact, .he ascertallled from 
I m:!tt:OO.ct t!: :;;J' ~~~~r~:~r ;!;;~r::r:.:::·~=, ::.) 

January 1947. Jt/ 'L£. , - \ 
As a result of the investigation conru::ed by SA HAijT. t;J,enues 

of approach were develo];.'9d to bo11 ~nd _ __ 1 nameJyl _ 
I I who said that he -muld be glad to ca oU an make 

a discreet inquiry roncernin the reason wh was no longer attending 
Sunday School, and secondl a personal friend of 
SA 'VIILLIJIJ.! P07JEIL of this office •. 

b7D 

b7D 

b7D 
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Confidential letter to Director 
NY 62-9124 October 8, 1947 

Interest in the developmsnt o~ I as a oonfidential: b?D 

informant was further stimulated from information in his case file which x./,(().) 
revealed him as a fo!lller Browderite, who was flst~ed" by the Duclos Article~~ 

Sip:e t:e a:nv: ~morandum, nothmg has developed which would 
suggest tha. t{ (bas swerved from his allegiance to the Communist 
Party in the ~e as ;rract, SA FRANK NOilLAN, who is spot checldna the l'ijMU 
National Convention, Yhich is nm1 in session, reports thatL..I ---------1. 
from all ap~arances is the floor leader of the Communist faction of the 
Un · · NMU officials such a 

~--~~-~-~~~~-~~ others, have been seem leaving the Rostrum to 
~:::-~i:"'L.,...._......_ __ -=:...,. is seated among the delegates in the audience •. 

It is ro nceivab at may be the Communist candidate for the NMU 
p:-esidency in the 1948 uruuion. Furthermore, mformation has been 
develored rec~nt~/ t~\ th apartment is bemg used as a mail drop 

fori J ~\~ 
In view of the derogatory mformation ava ... · J....a.Ll.I...I::~-.......L&L.I.;J..l:i.~ 

seem to be an aus picim1.s time to attempt to develorL. _____ ...,......~ 
therefore further activity in this regard was not contem U..ated 

Ha.vever, this office will rema:in alert for any positive signs 
defection on his p~t, and the Bureau will be promptly advised of all 
developments. /t(t '!) 

~---------------Very trply-yours, 

~~ j 
EDVVARD SCHEJl)T 
S,t:e cial Agent in Charge 

cc-NY 100-9657 

-3 
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illelh•ral illureuu nf llu""sfi!lutinn ~~ J;J-i{, : • ~.~ ... ~-.. li 

1ltuiuil ~tuf-ts il~pti~tm~ut nf Yustit:i ~~' 
~ 

~.J.l.f I ' .. .- SIAM$ ~ ~ 't 
Detroit, Michigan ( , .: ( 

INREPLY,PLEASEm.~SSWIED A 0 .• __ october 2_. 1947 . • i -- ·. 1!. 

FILE NO. EX TUJDE D BY.- .t9.,.fJ{ :.cl-.. • M tX(!,;::s=Q_] . ; 
IU.ASO~J FCF, £1\TE~JSION 

•.. • t Director F.¥1W! II, J :~ . ·~-, --------- - --- • • • • PERSONAL AND CO fl.? NTIA~ 
' 11~ UC H · \· ~f:\.v FOR '1 y/ -
DECLAS~IF CA f!OrJ ., ~ 'R'e":"" 'C'l1ltlr1ltm ta Party Informants on 1 , . 

, '7-16 _ f/ National COJ!llllittee Level or Higho;::l fo (j} 
') Dear Sir:6 ' '·' / ! I' / .; ' ; :, ~'.., / ' c~!~Y 

· / . Rebulet September (22, 1947. '-!, : 1 . Q,.-XI ~ 
/ i l 1 •· I 1--;,.· 

/

' The possibilities of developing an informant on the highest possible leve ~-~ 
in the Communist Party has been con~dered vnth the following result, set ~r 

· for.th in .order of preference. _ ~(c,tj · 11\1: 

'~ r-;:}1 
I believe this contact should be made by a Special Agent of the FBI 

~~ \~.~under ~~riate pretext, but n~YD~~er. Under these circum
J \,-....,;•· stances, I feel that the potential informant, if he was inclined· to 
~ cooperate, would feel more secure than if he was offered considerations ?J by a third party. It is assumed that the part.y approached would b~ 

:N:~ somewhat opportunistic and interested in his future welfare should the 
~:~"\. world crisis reach the stage~_7r1 

1
action would be taken against the 

~~~~;t 1 Communists in this country., W'{ II:;J 

~~~ If this approach failed, the Communist Party, of course, would be cog- f l-:...!: ~~p 
~ ~~ nizant of the fact that its highest eschelon has not been penetrated {;?. 
!::!1.1' and it might grasp the opportunity to attempt to embarrass the Bureau . , : 
~"/~ by publ~cizing the unsucce~sful ~pproa~h.. Howe~er, it wo~ld be poss~ble \ .(£/ 
~~ • to furm.sh the Agent handling this ass~grl1Ilent w~th bona f~de ·credent~als,.& ... ~ 
:J Z~--. ~..J:;j,,gjAj ;t.j OU~?-me an~· ittinf;?:.aden:tai~" th~i."'t ' sai(f'pers·on· nad~~;~,:..~ 
g :i · any c anne c tion vd. th the FBI:' ' - · - " · .. · · · · ~~--w • ~ "" "' --~:---- --- .. !Jl"' 
~Q f 

• The services of a qualified reliable former Special Agent could be , · 
employed under suitable pretext, thus assuring the Bureau of a person 
·who knows and understands the problem invo).yed, the Bareaur s position, ~- 1 
as we~l as an~~lfi~anding of the CP from~~-lfJievious offic.ial '-!. 

exper~ence. ~ \ fb //~~ t / . / ~ . ,- / 3- 3.$3 
3. A 11third party1lt-~t:J.ch as Monsignor Fulton ~he en nay '~!:,. oi'·.:p~b.er~ ~- · -- · 

of the C~th~lic f'~.th~ or who fornerly were, who may .be ~Prl.?fo~clle~i ·'· 
Under th:ts apprQach,'. if successful, the Bureauts contJrol ·•O'i" th'.e1.th:trd 
party would be•lftss 'l~ely lost or the information developed diverted 

( .to a group which ·vmuld inte~f~re Jd·tc.h ~Ji .jUJ;~sdiction. Itt :t, s assumed 
I that after a reasonable perr.8di _o1J t~e, t!h~s1 fth~p t fr>oul turn 
' the informant over to the Bur~~Ytd\~r~Pl)~fi1-~ n 1. - ~ . \ . • 

A!tL INFOR~~TIO~~'I,.~ m·;ul~~ 'lUJ... lY\1 \:: l.:_~·~ , :~ ' .. . ,· ' \ 1\ \_ 
. .• H.i!:·TIEll~ IS \.I~'!Ciu~s~.ll?IED. • ., 7. . ~~y.ftt,\ y \ \) \::.\1 ~ i \ 

- ··"<'?'~·· ·l;:;-:~£SlW'-'! r.4- •. l' t :, cr:·fC..,~ •, · •J'i\.JU\t 
·f·';,'t:;,.~~m { , J · .. . · 

-' "" f fl r '", \~ ·· {J-Ul:~'...., <f~t 
... , \o • ~ ~ I . ! ~ 'I 'l ~ 



••• • -· ~ ~ -

Letter to the Director Re: ~ommunist Party Infor~qt•p:fn: t'r '1'\ 
October 2, 1947 N~tional Committee LeUe'ru\'~Jr v·rru

1
WI-, ... 

H~gher ~~~· 

I I feel somewhat opposed to an approach by a third party because of the 
possibilities of loss of control of him later and the possibilities~! 
the exercise of poor judgment which would embarrass the Bureau.~ ~ 

The Detroit Division has been carefully considering the possibilities of 
developing an informant among the top functionaries in this district, but 
to date nothing favorable has developed. Accordingly, at this time ~~ 1not possible to suggest the name of a person who could serve as desired.;,y~ 

Within the recent past the Education~~rector of the Communist Party in 
this area was replaced with James ~a.ckson, a Negro, who appears to be 
having some difficulty in satisfying\completely the top officials of the 
party here. Plans to have him contacted are awaiting furth~r developmen~~~ 
to the point where he may become frustrated--a logical time for the move.~(~ 

Jackson is an intelligent person, well educated and sincerely interested 
in the advance of the colored people. He has attended meetings in New. KY fb 

1 York on occasion and accordingly is potential material for our purposes~:st 

This matter will bontinue to be followed closely. 

HTO:LMR 

- 2 -
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Director, 

.1) • 
\. 

Ill'.eb.eral filur.eau nf llnu.estigatintt 

1ltuit.eb itat.es il.epartm.eut nf Yustir.e 
New York 7, New York 

ALL INFOR1JATI0l~ CONT~INED 
HEIREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
:EXCEPT WHE:'i.E SHOVUil 
!OTHER WI S.E 

· October 9, 1947 

Co~al 

~Q) 

, 

Re: WoT•lFIDEi'-iTIAL iNFOR.vrAN~S l_ 
{.g_O}.f1UNIST PARTY, USA: 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

o { ··~ .. , ... I ' Re{ I wAS]~70 

De S
,\ 

ar il)I': 
# 

li 
·' 

The above individual is the National &tudent Secretar~ of the 
Communist Party. His office is at .. Cornmunis.tJ?ar~LHo,:adqJJarters 35 _East 12th 
~et .•... New Yo:r:It...9~. He' 1vas born ih New ~~ ~--9.D:J !- @nd:holds 
a very high position ~ the CP, considering his youth. He served in the Unit
ed btates brmy from Februar o 1943 to February 14, f946 w:n he received an 

· Part New Yo City,_ . _ I honorable discharge. j_ n -1 s _ -~ I fhich ~· ~ 

· iJ.gin, Illinois on~-----~ 
~----~~--------------------------------------, w ·n Austr~a • 

. 6?1----------J~ere both 
orn ~n e n~ e tates and reside in 'lgin llinoi eligious 

background is R9~~q_and she married e ore a Catholic 
Friest~5, 1946 in !Jew York City. Efforts were made to locate this 
Priest, who was pre · o be Reverend RA.~:!illl"ll.!J u;.._.l:ir.>l.!1• f:\.::i.l.:............uJ.LJIJ.e..l::w.e~ 
to th w of BrooklJID., Flo6.1...----------1.-..,..,..--,.,........,.......J 

had a brothe L------------....t.::..., 
on pril 2 , 1943 while a mem~---,er..,.....o-....._,he armed forces. was at one 
time associated with the I.w .• o. ~ L'-. D:Lr~ .. ~n.J.J~~ 

. ' From an educational standpoin~ I is a graduate of Jcimes 
Madison High School, 1940, and attended Brooklyn College for 2~ years from 
1940 to 1943. By a letter dated February 15, 1946 to the Veterans Administra-

b7D 

tion he expressed a desire to continue his studies at Brooklyn College, N~w ('/ 
York vdth the objective of obtaining a B.A. degree. ~L L .......__ 

(.' 



Letter to Director 
NY #62-9124 

I I seems to have some sense of moral respon~ibi ity 
as adjud ed from a letter which was sent to him when he was in the uervice 
by one Iowa C~t.y. Iowa. The 1 ltter, which 
is date June , 4 , ~scussed e attitude o toward 

b7D 

women. He described! I as a nmodel and example to womanhood11 which led 
to the corclusion that ntpe......male,sex is not as banal as it is made out to ben~/)tA_ 
The letter intimated thatl_____jhad a high regard for the marriage ceremony.~ 

Because of the unusual situation which exists in this case, namely 
that a high ranking Communist has a sense of moral responsibility and married 
his wife in a Catholic ceremony o~ I consideration has been given 
to the possibility of developing him as a confidential informant. He holds 
a very responsible position in the~a~ty and at this writing seems to have 
an excellent future in Party work.~ L\ 

At the Chancellory Office of the Roman Catholic Church located at 
51st Street and Lexington Avenue, it was ascertained that Reverend RAYMOND 
E. BLUST (correct name): was stationed at St. Pius Roman Catholic Church, 420 
East 145th Street, New York Lity; when contacted by SA SANUEL o. BUSH and 
the writer he advised that ·he performed the wedding-ceremony when he was as
signed to the Church of the Epiphany located:: : East 1:: \itreet, New':Drk 
City. He stated that he did not lmovr · e:ithe~ _ -~ ~ J or the bride 
but that they came into·the Church ar:.d asked lnm o marry em. Since they 
had complied with ~e~Catholic regulations regarding marriage Be performed 
the ceremony. ~LJ...... 

At the Church of the Epiphany the file relating to the mrrriage 
was reviewed and it containl ~e ~:~ne 1tinent information~ 
wife listed her residence a Elgin, Illinois ard she 'at-
tended parochial school in.os~ ~r~s Elgin, Illinois. The pastor 
of St. Joseph's Parish sent a letter to the Church of the Epiphany on April 
19, 1946 and stated that she had been a parishioner in good standing prior to 
leaving Elgin in 1939. ~ L(_ 

A letter dated august 22, 1945 was also located which was from the 
office of the Catholic Chaplain, 'ort Belvoir, Vir~~- The ~:+~er-Jigned 
by a Catholic Chaplain, RAYMOND DUNDON, advised that_ _had 
taken the necessary p~e-~rital instructions p~ior to~~gn~g~ promise for 
a mixed marriage 11 •· • ~ (./\._ 

b7D 

it was 
At the office of the Military Ordinariate, R.c., 462 Madison Avenu~, · 

ascertained that Father RAYMOND DUNDON was now located in St. Anne's 

~t-~1 ~ 
co~ 2 
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Letter to Director 
NY #62-912.4 

• 
o/.1 ~;~\\}\\ 

October 9 , 194 7" ~-

Parish, 4~-30 58th Avenue, Flushing, r T , IT 'was contacted and ad- b7D 
vised that he did not remember either or the bride, stating 
that he performed hundreds of similar marriages during the war. However, it fbi! 

, ~s ossi cooperation o l!'a.t~lJ.NOOl\1-t.b.a:t._h~ might be able 
o mee e street in New York Cit~ sometime-a~en~ . 

his co • · · 
l'-..._ 

As of April, 1947l lwas working for the ~ssian Skazka 
Restaurant at 227 West 46th Btreet. Leads were :et oy: ~? the C}?icago, Illi-
nois office to determine the background ofl _ ~ J The uhicago office 

I : 
.. I: ] , :I l I r July 8, 1947 that a chec of J. s J.ndices revealed that 

I I was a member of the Hyde Park Club of the CP in 1945 
~~=n~t~~t~s~h~e~~a~a~b~e-e~n~registered for the 1945 membership on December 1, 1945. 

lhe source indicated that she was not a subscriber to the Daily Worker, although 
her. family did su~scribe. This ~:_;>rmation was ;furnished by: a highly confid
entJ.al source on ~ .• ay 22, 1945. K lA._ --.· --.-------------

At the University of Chicago it was ascertained that~~~~~~--~ 
entered that Universitv as a graduate stluqent in September, 194.;3. Her home 
address was listed asl . ~lgin, Illinois. She attended that 
University until the spring of 1944 and she majored in the study of humanities. 
The University records reflect that she attended the St. Joseph's School, in 
Elgin, Illinois from 1927 to 1935, Elgin High School from 1935 to 1939, and 
~ockford College, Rockford, Illinois from which she graduated in 1943 with a 
B.A. degree. She was, while at Rockford College between 1939 and 1943, an 
editor of the 11Rockford Reviewn, a literary publication. According to the 
records of Chicago University, she was listed as a member of the American Youth 
f?_~ - Democrac in the -Autumn of 1943. ~LA_ 

~----A=t~El~g~in~, Illinois the Chicago office determJ.ne 'at her father, 
L...--------_.1, was employed by the Elgin Watch Factory from 1942 to 1944 
when he left the factory because he was no longer suited fao of work 
available when the company discontinued its war contracts. owns his 
ovm home, is a veteran of World War I, and is slig.htly deaf ecause of an in
jury he received in the conflict. He has no criminal record and t~R;tail 
Credit Bureau of ~lgin, Illinois listed him as a loyal individual. ~L·~ 

. Father JOSEPH ROZEMAN, Pastor :f :: :::e:::c ::::n latholic Church, 
adche was well acquainted withl nd also with 
t?e family. He advised t?at boc I I n~:::y ~garded, con-

b6 
b7C 

sJ.d e goo membersi..Q[ tpe CatholJ.c Church, ~noUhng Cierogtto'f'Twas· 
known about them. ~t\ .. <( ~ 

'----. .. . ·.:~: :~~ 3 
_, .. . ~ ... ~ .. 



• 
•,' -· . 

Letter to the Director 
NY #62-9124 

\..1-.j 
\i. 1 

October 9, 1947 ¥·~~~~\~\ 
.: \' 'l;; 

He stated that he knevT of II only .as a former student, at b7D 

St. Joseph's, and that he had come ~act vlith her at the time she was 
making arrangements for her marriage. 

Elgin, Illinois, 
has knovm the amily for the past twenty years and advised thatr---..., 
they had a good reputation and were of irreproachable character. As to I 
she stated that she had always been sickly and that she was bothered by~--~ 
Asthma. She stated further that she was considered somewhat of a n01~-conformist 

and did no~ :ix w;ll with other persons of her age. She stated that she sus-
pected thaL _ lwas a Communist but could furnish no definite ~)}l . 
basis for th~Sbe :ie f as she only met him on one occasion prior to the marriag-i _ 

It is conceivable that, while thel ~amily was listed in the 
records of the Hyde Park Club (Chicago)~_!.. subscribing to the Daily \/orker, 
this may not have been actually a fact.~G"-

r-------;It seems that if a confidential informant is to be made ofl I 
the logical approach to him would be throuKh his wife and that a 

L.......:c::-:o::-:::n=em=-~"' _·--ontact"'~iiOU.icf"oe '6aseaun-princfple rath~r 'than on iii'oney ,-a r-
ough a monrv can:;r;rro.an·m;9ou1d ..... i~a1Jy"":f"o'l'l.Owa:C a- later" date. ·-.ttt- the 

present time_ Jis vert:~ct~v~ ~LlgrJeaet:Y ang seems to be en-
tirely imbued ·with Marxism. F~ forts ~11 be made by this office to 
determine an exploitabl lurk-
ing symptoms of defection in him or particularly in his wife. 
will~e kept adVised af ~1~ developments. ·~~ 

~yf)s,_ 
~~'-

Edward Scheidt, SAC 

4 
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Director, FBI October 16, 1947 

b7D 
means. is well educated, appears to possess a mild, easy 
mannere emperament, and ~ee~s to enjoy th~roughly mak~n~ friends, ~\~~ 
meeting people, and establ1sh1ng contacts w1th labor, c1v1c, or gov- -~ 
er.nmental lead~rs~ As chairman o~ the Oh~<;> State Communist Par~y h~~\{\\, ... 
devoted himself primarily to publ1c relat1ons work, such as mak1ng~ 
speeches, offering suggestions and proposals to attentive legislators 
o~ municipal officials, and promoting better relations between the 
Party and sympathetic organizations and individuals. He enjoyed poli-
tical campaigning, the publicizing of his name, and the self-esteem 
derived from being the t~~ party functionary in Ohio. The carefree, 
easy-going routine of this type of activity, unhampered by the necessit,r 
to decide administrative or p~c~dp,;~l problems, seemed to make a 
distinct appeal tol I ~ r!!:J 

vTe feel, after analyzind !demeanor, his 
statements before closed party meetings, a;d h1s general attitude 
toward current national and international issues, that basically he is 
not a revolutionary. He probably would regret the coming of a revo
lution. Such an event would call forth Communist leaders dedicated 
to the use of forceful and violent methods. The leisurely calm ex
position of Communist doctrine would be superceded by the practical 
necessity ofo· g a Communist regime. In such a state of affairs, 
we believe, could not far long participate. The type of life 
to which he a~s~%Ted himself in the Communist environment would 
have disappeared. "r rf.) · 

I !moreover, lacks practical personal exper-
ience in many of the~f--1~e~I~as~of American life which the Communists 
exploit for their own advantage. He does not possess an intimate know·-
ledge of the mechanics of trade unionism nor the workings of the dif-
ferent nationality groups. He appears to feel more at ease in the 
company of pro~~pal and white collar groups than with the ordinary 

. laboring man. \ ~ 

For these reasons, therefore, we feel thatl 
from a. pers9nal point of view, may not be fully integrated to ~~h~e:------' 
requirements of practical Communism. His allegiance, in our opinion, 
is primarily to the historical principles of 1furxism, n~ to their 
historical manifestation, the Communist Party. 'ft/ l0;J 

We feel that ifl ~ere offered a position 

b7D 

outside the Communist Party which enta1Ied duties of a nature similar 
to those he presently exercises, that is, being more or less his own 
boss, not being confined to any particular hours, possessing the ~ 
opportunity to contact individuals above the level of the ordinary · ~~, 
work~g man, and enabling him to. derive personal publicity and sy tis- _ · 
fact1on, that he would be recept1ve. In other words, if I jvere .. ~~ 
able to retain his present position and at the same time receive adde~~' 

remuneration we fee~h~t he could be approached with a view of making 
him an informant. )'J( \ rJ} 

- 2-
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Director, FBI . Octo~er 16, 1947 

. It mighi be possible to approach! p le~t~er 
indirectly: thr0ugh-a th±rd· 0>1:farty u-r· ·through, ·<frre-ct pretext. In regard 

·to the first method, consideration might be given to utilizing a Bureau 
contact at Union Theolog::i:cal Semina:ry. Informants have indicated that 

,, !J I still. is interested on occas~0ns in individuals· whom= 
1 .• ~ there during~ool years. For ~nstance, on May 8, 1947 

\ \/
1 

according to contacted a minister at the First Metho ~ •. : urch, 
l · Cleveland, 0 ~o, re ative to a v1jjt to ~Jy;veland _by Rev. HA_ " · _ ~' 

I \ : from Union Theological Seminary. jstated that ·her""Vta~ w · 
§ ' f . ·. / · if WARD could be ersuaded to sta over ·or a ew · 

I 

.~· 

f 

~ 

l 
I 
I 

1
1 

e a 1ve 0 e rec pre. e approac , ~n ormants have reported that I ~ 
I I ,., . 1-. ... " 1-. .,, • .J. r~.;~ • ,oC! ... r;+'h .;.,..,r~.;~rl~,als whom Ji d ... ~"':>!.VSiYS.,..'*""'~~~.lJ . ..M.:tfe .. ~~~~~Jt.m¥rtll . .. ~, .....,__. ,., 

-tier::Krte~;~<LR.~ .. ~~~..P ... ~®JX?.®..d-,..t~ ... th~~~,:t ~oct_:;tne. He is not . ~/' 
curt or brusque ~ these d+.scuss:wns and can usuarry~e engaged to the . . : 
point vthere cpurpose of the interview can_ be made .clear. In ~~-
other words, appears to have a mi~d su ··ce· tly broad to listen . 
at least to ~onal counter poi~t o~v::· - . ,.,..._, .. 

• -~_,.,...,u_t..,...,...~~'«•t•f!tlii:M~m-'~;.vt~ ~~ • 

.,.~----·-~ 

·, We believe the third party approach should be f 
utilized only on condition that the. New York Division possesses an abso
lutel reliable contact who is wiUing and able to adeguat,ly sound out 

If such a contact does ot exist we feelJ _should be 
pproac ed direc~ly, not with t purpose of chan~mg his idealogical 

vieWpoint, but of convincing h · of the advisability, financial and 
other\vise, of becoming a confi ding the financial 
angle, it should be noted t on occasions has 
complained that she was compel e o wor ~n an ~n us rial job in order 
to support the family, while her husband appeared uncoE:~err.!~!l~_, .. a .. .f'J n r 
ultimate decisi~n. _ ~ . ~t£ · ~ ............... --... _,..--:--~~---- -.. L-----....1 

cial proh"~e1(,e "'t~· 1'-act'or"lri:i:gh"'t''naite~soi:ne"oearing on 

-- ... --· ----· . 1 
· Prior to I !departure from thi~ field division 

territory, this office had started a revievl ofl ]file for the 
purpose of submitting information to the Bureau which would i~ap; · 
the possibility of developing-~- ~S. a_ c·o·~-f~den~-~:~.-~.:~::n_a_nt.rf '0:) 1 / 

~:re-·feel, hmvever, tha~is not a good. { \ 
prospect for a potential Bureau informant. who appears to possess 
a blunt, brusque personality, has a back 0 militant, Violent t: I ) 

tra~e u~ioni~ •. It should be noted t~at during the Little Steel l~ 
strJ.ke ~n Ohio ~n 1937, was arrested m connection with the bombing of J.1. ~ 
industrial installations. However, due to the prosecutor's inability to~~~ 

- 3 -
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Director, FBI October 16, 1947 \ • \ ... 

prov~ the bombing accusatio~, t~es were redu':!:.1.t;/; malicious -~-· 
destruction of property, to whichL___J>led guilty. 'r (~ ... b?D 

Accordifa +a informants I , lis a· forceful adminis-
trator, and since becomini !haS attempted, through 

personal ·super~sio~, to change.the easy:::·::: ,:::::::·:r·cal s:t-up of 

Q ty organ1zat1on as pract1ced undel______ _ ________ For 1nstance, 
s tightened security precautions ~ e t of official 

u 1n ss, such as not mentioning names in telephone conversations, the 
more secure maintenance of records: and the withholding of meeting place 
locations until i:.he laso~· I _ ltook practically no interest 
in such considerations. cons1ders personally party problems arising 
in various sections and c ubs and issues instructions to his subordinates. 
If these orders are not fulfilled, the offender frequently Will be severely 
reprimanded.and censur~d in a bellicose~~ ~rtigerent manner, sometimes 
inv@lving the use of obscene language. ~~ 

I 
~ through his personal demeanor and speech, not 

only shows his com~oyalty, both ideologically and practically, to, 
, the CP, but also his adherence to the revolutionary tenents of l~rxism. 

~ For these reason~~~ feel that~should not b~ 
~ approached as a possible informant. _;-r {~ 

VIe feel, in the interests of improv~ng the Bureau's 
coverage of Communist activities, that an approach, designed to develop 
confidential informants on the highest possible level in the Communist , 
Party, should be made. The development of informants represents an 
affirmative method of securing information which requires careful plan
ning and execution. Tfe further believe, in this connection, that if 
possible, the approach should be made on a selective basis, that is, 
to those individuals who, after careful evaluation and determination of 
the facts, would be mast susceptible to the idea of furnishing infor
mation. In our opinion~ the direct pretext !'lPP~pgcl! wy_ould .be pref~rable 
to the use of-a-:tlt.l'ra~P9:~w,-w~iat9:Ugn'·undotib'bedly the facts' o.f 'eacli .. iii(ii:.:.. )I 

tl 
I 

r~ftluai~case-Will dictate the method to be utilized. The direct pretext 
approach, we believe, affords a greater opportunity to exercise complete 
and unqualified. control over the informant as well as enabling the 
Bureau to maintain and to protect, unhampered by a~ third party, the 
security of the information furnished. FUrthermore, direct handling of , 
the informant, makes possible a better evaluation of the data obtained 
and allows the Bureau the opportunity to instruct the informant, not t 

1
. J 

only in methods of improVing his presentation of the information but for. \~ 
the purpose of obtaining specific facts urgently desired by the Bureau.-Xi~ h'v r. 

* * ~* ~~- ~-.::· ')' 

' ·J' .. . ~ 
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• • 
Director, FBI October 16, 1947 

A copy of this communication is being submitted for 
the info nnation of the Nrv York Di'lri sian because of the comments con-
tained therein regarding I now a resident in 
New York City, and the suggestion that the New York offfce s,mmit re
commendations relative to the possibil~ ~J7developing 
as a possible confidential informant. ~ \~ 

100-989 
FCS:EZ 

cc: New York 

Very truly yours, e.c 
E. C. RICF.ARDSON 
Special Agent in Charge 

- ~-
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AIR :MAIL 

-- ' . . L 

~ 
ll!.citerulf!lur~au nf Jiuu~5tigutinn 

1Jlnit~ll ~tat.e5 ~~purtm~nt nf !lu5fit~ 

. ' " ' I t . 

- -~--···---

It is my opinion that an attempt should be made to obtain an infonnant 
on the highest possible level in the Communist Party. u. s. }... However, I feel 
that the use o£ a third party as a "cover" would diminish the- possibilities of' 
obtaining such an Wonnant to such a point that the method should not be 
seriously considered. However approached, the potential inf'onnant would suspect 
a trap, and this suspicion must immedie.tely, at the time of' the meeting, be proved 
groundless. I£ this is not done, the potential inf'or.mant would never consider 
the possible benefits to himself' by acting as an informant. In this connection 
occasional information is obtained by the Bureau indicating that jealous~es an 
inr.ri~ue are definite factors within the higher echelons of the Party, wh h ~/ \ 
would indicate that Party off'ic·ials are capable of "framing" one another. ~ 

"Framing" by approaching a Communir.t official and offering money for 
information would be an obvious ~thod and also obvious to the intended viottm. 
It may well be that the Party has already "tested" questiorw.ble Communists in 
this lllanller. In such a situation many a Communist would naturally rapo·rt such 
an approach if he were not itr.modie.tely ~e aw of the true identity and .. 
purpose .of the person approaching him. l1:) ---. _. , t::::_ ~ 

If' the individual approeched knew th identity of the person approaching : 
him as -an e.e:~nt of_ tho Bureau, the £ear of being trapped would not be praaent 
&nd he would inmedintely be able to contemplate the advant~ges to him in such an 
arrangenent. The agent, or pr<':iforably a team of two experienced e.genta thoroughly 
pro£ioient · in the development and ha~dling of inf'or.mants in the Communist Party• , 
making the approach shoul9- carry f'ic·tit1'0u~s · ·otede)l.t.ie.}.s with the purpose in mi:&d 
toot in the ov;ont ~ha approach is not ~'Q~J'.~~ll.·;tai"ordbly, _the pr-Ospective 
inf'.orme.rit would, .not 'be in a position to compromise an agent, and this procedu 

- . • . .·: . _-. - . - . _ :::_I(~'1JOOtoc:-! ·_ . , . :a·~-~ · (- . 
• - ,.. • ~-q:~~)) \ . • ' ' ' . ... f 

r.:- . ~-- ,. , . ·-Y' 
lr • ' . : ·, 

11 
-~ ·' ' · .. ~., ~ ... : .. - I 
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Bureau from SAC, San Francisco Ul!t+TIAI.l 2 ' Page 
November 4, 1947 

ON NATIONAL COMMITTEE .- LEVE~ 1).:1 Re: [friST PARrY INFORMANTS ]p 
OR HIGHER (:;/ 

will afford better protection to the approach until and when it is successful. 
It goes without saying that all professional Communists are generally aware of 
the Bureau's interest in the Communist Party, U. s. A., and schooled as they 
are in intrigue., many Communists so approached by the Bureau could be expected 
to react only after thoughtful and private consideration of the approach. It 
could be intimated to the po~ential informant that such informan~s as he are 
available or actually operating, ~d thus psychologically impel the person 
approached to agree to becomi,ng an infonnant. It is felt that in this way the 
frictions within the upper strata of the Party would be used as a facto~ for 
the successful development of an informant, rather than as · a f~o~ortributing 
to the defeat pf such an effort, as set forth in Paragraph 1. ~(~ 

If, as is possible, such an attempt is unsuccessful and the person 
approached is aware of the interest of the Bureau in the approach, that person 
would have nothing but his own story with no substantiation to relate to the 
Party. He may well consider it unwise to reveal to others that he had been 
approached, as it would cause suspicion to be directed toward himself. Those 
told of the attempted approach would naturally wonder why the one approached ~was 
singled out, and also whether the one approached who was revealing the approac L(f 
had actually related the truth or had, in·fact, been in the past an informant ~ 

It is felt that if the Bureau were completely unsuccessful, and the 
Party thereupon made public announcement of the approach, such announcement 
would not be particularly newsworthy or alienate anY thinking person from the 
Bureau, as the nation and general public, I am sure, expect the Bureau to have 
such informants • On the other hand, such an announcement by the Party might 
well injure the Party by causing loss of membership and amount to a ge?erally 
effective disruptive tactic. Security ~asures which would follow would have 
as an ine.vitable by-product inoreased suspicions within the Party and would 
reduce the efficiency of the Party administrative apparatus and at the same 
time cause the Party to incur increased operating costs. Such knowledge opnhe 
part of the Party of an attempt to turn the functionary might direct Party , . 
.seouritymeasures away from present investigative proce~ures and tactios. t!J 

An equally unsuccessful attempt through a. third party intermediary 
would result in essentially the same reaction within the Party, an~e rj~~re 
would not have any advantage in this respect over a direct approac ~ 

' '· 
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.... ' 
Re: ~OMMUN:tST PARTY INFORMANTS~ CON!{:( (1"r "J 01~ NATIONAL COMMITTEE LEVEl:. .,a.__ lft1 (Jl:~i.~J,, u:::_ 

OR HIGHER ~ 

It is felt that the question as to whether an approach should be 
direct should be answered prior to consideration of any specific individual 
as a potential informant, in view ~ :ht:Jd~fferent circumstances surrounding 
each individual to be considered. ~ \ ~ 

Very truly yours, 

HMK:emb 

~. \W\ ,!) .. w 
. ~YM.~AC? 



. . ... ... -

. . I •' 
' I I 

. .,., • ·~~.o.c..·~ : 
~/;r. 'I'J~ .• J~_.~ • • - --· ...... K 1 , . 
> •• • • • ~- . .. ' j 

. - . L ~ • .:. • ~ .... - "~ '" - · .. · -- I' 

iJ!.ell.erul i!lur.euu of llnu.estigution 

~ . lltnit.ell itut.es 1!l.epartm.ent of Yustic.e 

' /'"'., \_ , ,-~;_; L- W ~ .. .. .. .. ~~ 

.:t ·.(·:,, .. - . . ... ·r 

// 407 u. s. Court House 
Seattle 4, Washington 

October 8, 1947 . 

Dear Sir: (J ' ' . 
( t I ~ 

I I 
In rep~ to 'your letter of September 22, 1947, I have the 

following observations to make concerning the approach to a member 
of the National Committee of the Connmmist Party t?:.:-1?; forward. to 
the development of that person as an informant. ..lC6J 

It is believed that perhaps some member of the National Committe~ 
may have a close relative who is a loyal American citizen, and who j 

might be. in a position to assert some influence on the member to be · 
approached. It might be possible to contacW~~~ felative and tbroug~ . ~ 
him contact the National Committee member.M ~ j}.1-.~ 

Another possibility along the same line would be to make the 
approach through a cooperative union leader who would be interested 
in obtaining information concerning Communist activities for a union 

~ 

If it were feasible I bel~eve another good approach would be '~ ~. 
through a religious contact. :Perhaps one of the National Committee ' if. 
minister, rabbi or priest might be in a position to make~7;1~ntact and J 

influence him in furnishing information to the church. ~ ~ 

Another possible approach would be to have the matter handled -<::1 \ 
or th:rough a special service contact. I have in mind 
who resides in the Buffalo Field Division, and who is L.w-:-e""''l""';'--;-"""o~lil~n"""Tt0-:-. -,t~he 
Bureau. He ;i.s thoroughly reliable and has excellent judgment. He bas ( th\ 
numerous contacts of his ~m, and consideration should be given to .p,~ 
approaching him 'directly .:for any ideas he might have in this situation - .~; 

: ~~~ 

A.\.!; 

!t::J' 
& 
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• 
It has been the experience of the agents in the Seattle Field 

Diir.ision that one of the best approaches to develop an informant in 
the Communist Party is through an appropriate pretext but not under 
cover. In this• ·way it has been found possible to ttsize upn the 
potential informant and to "feel him outn on his possible cooperation. 
In other instances it has also been found that certain Party members 
were in dire financial straits, and through a pretext inte · 
determined that they were possibilities as informants. 

At present~----~--------------------------------~ 
Commun~rty, is the only member of the National Committee in this 
area. L__j has been in the Pacific Northwest most of his life, and 
is an old-time Communist. It is believed that he is only a member 
of the National Committee because he is the top man in this area. It is 
not felt, however, that he bas much influence in shaping National policy 
or has information of National interest. It is also believed»j;.h.,e 
would not be a good possibility to approach as an informant. J61l!!-3 

At present I I mf1ke up the 
L.....::-:---:-~-=-----=---~-:----:--'1 CP :1 _j is from the 
State of Oregon and was a Lieutenant in . tl» U. s. Air Force in the 

~
. st war. He has I I now in Reno, Nevada, 
ho is believy~to be a J oyaJ Ameri

1
can citizen, and was a Fraternity 

brother of SAl_ pf this. affi ce who a :t;tended the 
University of egon with him. Of courseJ jis not on the 
National Committee, but it is felt that if at any time in the future 

' he were placed in a position of National importance that it m~~\ be 
possible to make an approach to him through his brother. ~~ ~ 

This matter will continue to receive rnf attention, and any 
further suggestions that I have I will promptly forward them to the 
Bureau. 

L.~D:hg 
80-37 
co: Nev1 York 

Ver.y truly yours, 

-2-
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T~ffi~~~:~~~u~. ~ · UNITED STA:::., ::~:N:::~-
FRoM : u- D '' lAD~~_ ~N'fl /~ • 

.... • • &• w~ )•>r .. _i~J 

OMMUNIST PARTY FIGURES AS 
SUBJEC1EVELOPMENT OF MAJcliN~~~NAL 

1 
• iNF.J:DENTfAL INFORMANTS- - FCI!iil II 1 ? tl __ ••••• .).'J; •• PJ>QII!ngton __ 

. ---1 / · - ---- oA ·r £ uf ;t ~ \( 1 E ~1 - -~ r. · .o~ ·/ __ f. !J~~~~ :~~:~~;ir~~~Tamm~ -~ -~ -~ _?'/ OECL~~~ ICATlOf~.u .. ,l; .. ~ ........... ~ey 

·. ~· / 1-1~--t' I ... ·7 -· Reference is made to previous memoranda concerning· the efforts 
,......._~eing made to determine which individuals, on a high le~l in the 
/'-· " · Cdmm.unist Party, could be informant material. Various suggestions were set 

, /forth for the Execu~onference and the concurrence~of. the Director was 

/

given in the use ofl__jto contact and develop some of the high Party 

I 

officials Dn behalf of the Bureau without disclosing his principal at the 
same time. The Director concurs in~~ ~commendation that no direct 
approach be made on such a level. ~ 0) . 

A letter was transmitted to several Field Offices·, having the bulk \ 
C · . ~ of Cormnunist Party activity, for the advice of the SACs in regard to a 1 
....___ direct approach under a . pretext, an indirect approach, and suggested db J 

individuals or organizations which could be used for ~n indirect approach~~ 

b7D 

, .. ,., ,,. eo . _ '#.: 1'-P.:;:._u ft.11..4.L; ALL INFO.R:1.tATION CONTAINED 
REVIEW OF SUGGESTIONS BY l . . -L .. ,.., -., Ir-1~~ e .• ~ .·,.;r·~r •-~/- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFr-- l, 

OtL . ..§. -:--.}/ • . -q_ • · • · • .... · ·-. • · ·-a EXCEPT WHEi~E SHOWN· ' ', 

. .. 
-~ 

REPRESENTAT:nrE, ·SAcs 3.3- /..3.1/::.3 OTHERWISE . 

Replies have been received £ram the Field Divisions considered most 
conversant with the Communist Party picture, namely, New York; Cleveland; Chicago;--· 
Detroit; Seattle; San Francisco; and Los Angeles. The method of approach 
to a possible high level informant, either direct or indirect, was mentioned 
generally by all Off~,a~ some new suggestions were advanced lVhich will 
be discussed herein. ( U. j . 

Several Offices took the position that a direct approach by Bureau 
_ Agents, using a suitable pretext, could be productive for several reasons. 

I r·The advantages of this method have been set forth in a previous memorand'qm, 
......._. namely, close control, and efficiency in operation. It was pointed out · r\ 

by Detroit; San Francisco; and Cleveland, that the potential informant ......:__ 
.-. "\ would have less fear of entrapnent fran th~t! and, of course, the 

advantages aforementione~:lfQ,uld accrue to ~~able to handle an 
.8 informant directly. rK ~ ~ ~llF . 1 . 1 _ j r 1

1 
-: _ ? .?~ 

~ /Ill Clitr f v. I b ,·;, .. /!f -. ' ' ~ rJ\ {)) 
Detroit and San n-ancisco me:a~ a meritabl~e.e..~i~n al~ng ~hi ,· • · 

line by stating that if~ ~ect ~~~~,}'!ld~ ~~~d~ that~;' .' 

JDD :wma ~- - . \..~ -

COPIES i: ,- ·- -\~S _.-- / ~---· -· . 
,R asa~~~~~o;;:~ . ;~Jokw,·- eiiiS- \ft' ·'· ~JJJ~~~ 
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I • 
Agents carry fictitious credentials or bona £ide credentials bearing a 
fictitious name. By having such identification, the prospective informant 
would not be able to canpranise our Agents and the Bureau could deny, if 
necessary, that such a person had any connection with the .F.B! in the event 

. an attempt was made to~a~ffJ 'f!mbarrass the Bureau by publicizing an 
unsuccessful approach.~l~ · 

TWo Offices, Seattle and New !ork, suggested the use.o£ relatives 

J 
of a member of the NatioDE;\l Committee which relatives would be in a position 
to influence the National Committee mem~ ;F.;~at the same time said relatives 
being investigated and found reliable. ~l~ 

With regard to third Party possibilities in connection with making 
an approach to a high level Communist; SAC Wilcox at ieattle suggested the 
use o£ special service contacts. I ........ _ o£ Buffalo was 
suggested as a thoroughly reliable iiliVidual with excellent judgment. It 
was suggested that he might be approached £or any ideas 1:e might have in 
this connection. There is no question o~ !reliability. There \' I is attached hereto a suggested letter to the Buffalo O££ic~ outlining our 

> 'program and requesting that an interview be conducted withL I 
to determine 'Whether he is acquainted or has any contacts mien he could 
utilize by means o£ Which he could approach a member o£ the Nationa~,qommittee 
.or even a high functionary in the Party £ran the Buffalo area.~(~ 

The Chicago O££iqe has sn::estedl :in line with the decision to · 
r--'lu...,ti .... l ... iwz;u:;ei.....lilla_thi&Loli;:.....,l;;;jpalillol'~'"utiA.l(y, thai!. ..,."I" _may be amenable as an jntermedialy. 
I_ ~- Jposition as a liberal is fairly wel:l known. l _ 
1 :Lcago Sun and established the New York newspaper p. M., which 

i£ not Canmunistic inclined tends to the Left. · An intereatiil.g obser1r:: 
is made by the Chicat:o0££ic:~ however, in that tbe_SAC advises that I 

ontacted b _ _ I a member of the national t•tee • 
.,__~----=-~__.is very pr ent dommUriist Fclrty Negro work; has attended 

sc ool Moscow; was a member o£ the Far Eastern Canmission o£ the(,' 1 1 
Comintern; and is fairly well advanced in age, being 65 years.~~ 

No indication is given by Chicago, however, thatllwould be 
in any way receptive to an approach to act: on our. behalf a~ value as a 
contact is questi~'it¥\., ,since he was never listed by ·Chicago as a special ~ 
service contact.~~~ ~ 

A letter is attached to this memorandum to the Chicago Of£iceJ ~~ 
f,.,\ J asking far ~asons which it ~£ u;oul.d result in a successful ~ 
l..t• approach to in this matter. · .!;;.; 

I ~~ f:s 
~i6 . -2- ~ 

~ ·~~~ 
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• 
The Cleveland Office has sug ... e;:;.;s:;;..;t:;.;:e~d~=;..;;;.....;"""""""""""""""""'"........., 

r-'-L'.M:I.ol:l ........................ y in a high level informant, 
National Legislative Bureau, .......,.omm:=~~s-r-~~y~~-.a=-s=-=w~ell as a member 

~l'f"""":l::~~a:-iional Committee. It was also pointed out oy Cleveland that 
1--""T"''""~-:-~might be approached directly under pretext or indi~~lt 

d party and it appears that this could be handled by~~ 

!V® 
~---,~====~~ 

I luntil recently wa~ lor the Ohio State Communist 
Party aM was active in Communist Party actrvities. in Ohio for a number of 
years. He is now living ( " ,. jk City and besides being a member of the 
National Committ~, )}1\i~ lof the National Legislation Bureau of the 
Communist Party.~\~ 

The Agents assigned to Communist Party work in Cleveland submitted 
theca and views to the SAC concerning Johnson. It was their opinion 
that is not the militant, revolutionary type of Communist, but is 
concerne h the leisurely calm exposition of Qommuniat doctrine. In the 
opinion of these Agents, Johnson might regret the coming of a revolution 
which would call forth Communist leaders dedicated to the use of forceful 
and violent methods. He also appears more at ease in the company of 
professional and white collar groups, than with the ordinary laboring man 
and does not possess an intimate knowledge of the mechanics of ~9r,/ 
unionism nor the workings of the different nationality groups.~ ::J 

( 

It was1iha o::murrence of these Agents tha~y not be fully 
integrated in the requirements of practical Camm~s allegiance 
is primarily to the historical principles of Marxism and not to the 
practical manifestation of these principles . by the present day Communist 
Party. It waa believed by these Cleveland Agents that if Johnson were able 
to retain his present position and at the same time ·receive addedN _}t, , 
remuneration, it was felt he could be approached as an informant.~~ 

With regard to the manner of approaching r !according to the 
Cleveland Office, confidential informants have repckteu r;na Johnson has 
always been willing to discuss issues with individuals 'Whom he knew to 
be entirely opposed to the Communist doctrine • He ·is not curt or brusque ~ 

\

these discussions and can usually be engaged to the point where the full :;:2 
purpose of the interview can be mad~ clear • In other words ,I laP~---· 
to have a mind df~ft~e~tly broad to listen at least to a rational countett. 
point of view.~\~ ,£..,., 

C::S' 

• 
: 
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Due to .the above comments concerningj l ·it appears . . b?o 

possible that an approach could be made to him, either directly by Bureau 
Agents under a suitable pretext or indir~ctly byll It appears that he 
would listen to a convincing ar~ent as to the 8:'aVrsabUity, financial 
and otherwise of furnishingction on a confidential basis to the 
Government or in the case o to some. mythical SJlDerior. A finan:ial 

,_:::u.c:..~llli£.....-, also involved since Cleve and has noted thatl~... __________ .,...........j 
'---=----=-~on occasions has complained that she was canpelled to work in an 

ustrial job in order to support t~ ~~~, while her husband appeared 
unconcerned over financial problems. }Ott' (L!:;J 

A recommendation is being made at the conclusion of this memorandum 
~~;. that the New Yor~ ~n~q~ a surveillance of his activities preparatory 

to an approach bL____j ~0::J 

lw ~~ I :-; ~ a repor er nn cted with the New York WOrld Telegram, 

b7D 

is listed in the mast head of the lyWor er 
j
recently suggest de name of as an ini'orma :t; I Freedom of the Press,. me., which publishes the Daily Worker and the Worker-.f,rU:J 

/ as d scribed as a Communist Party m!::Ir the past 
15 years an _;s -~ls_o _reportedly a member • was born 
in Connecticu a a er a ending public schools,· was educa e or about 2 
years at the University· of Vermont. He left school due to lack of funds and 
drifted into journalism. He was a reporter on the Chicago Tribune about 
1928 - 1929 and shortly thereafter made some money selling stories to 
magazines, such as "Weird Tales,tt nwe~~ories,n "Shadow,n nnetective 
Stories,n·a~d "McFadden Publications.~~~ 

Investigation to determine more data on I background is 

r~esently .being conducted by reveral Field Divisions and the o:~ 
requested New York to contact lfor an estimate of s 
informant material. There is no clear-cut reason nor any spec c 
information as yet that Boldt could be approached aS-rf?,Mi{ormant, but'this ~ 

ioosi~li~y rill j:;;~ll~ m ~t reg~~ .I 
...... 

This individual is the National Student Secretary of the Comm~/, 1\ 
Party and has an office at Communist Party Headquarters in New York Cit~ ~ 
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He was born in New York City in 1924 and served 3 years in the u. s. Navy 
from which he received an honorable discharge. His ents l'lere born in 
Austria and his wife•s parents were born in the us. was married on 
May 25, 1946, in New York City, t:v a Oath~ic Priest o who 
has a Roman Catholic backgroUn.d. ! _} had who died 
in 1943, while a member of the Armed Forces. 

The New York Office checked the marriage o:rl land it was 
ascertained that the Priest who performed the ceremony was not personally 
acquainted w.i.tl1 lor the bride, but the ceremony had been performed 
by the P.riest at the request of the participants who had complied with the 
Catholic regulations. The fUe relating to the marriage at the Church of .. 
the. Epiphany was reviewed and the letter was located .fraJl :e catholic 
Chaplain at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, which indicated that{ I had taken 
the necessary pre-marital instructions prior to nsigning t e. promise :for a 
mixed ma.rriage.n• The Priest 'nbo wrote this letter fran Fort Belvo~ 
located :r the New York ~~7)ar1d said he did not remember eitherl______j I J or the bride. }04 fb 

Despite the religious background of the llife of I I inquiries 

I by the Chicago Office revealed that she was listed as a member of the AID at 
Chicago University in 1943• The indices of the Chicago Office also reveal 
thatl lwas a member of a local Communist Farty club in 
1945. !!OireVer'f I an in9., was made of the Pastor of the church which was 
attended by the family who said that they were highly regarded·and 

:+.::~dA:::Jory was own. With regard to Doris, the Pastor., Father I stated that he knew her only as a :former student at St. Joseph 
, ois, and had come in ~~l}t;'~ ~th her at the time she was 

making arrangements for her marriage~(~ · . 

A ne~ of the I lramily advised that they had a good 
reputa~ion andL__jwas considered sanewhcit of a non-conformist who does 
not mix well with other persons of her ~ge. This neighbor a-lso said. th~t 
she suspected M~arn Schachter of being a Communist but ~auld ~nish no 
definite basis f ~,;elief as she only met him on one occasion prior to 
the marriage. (/b 

The New York Office concludes that I I is presently very active 

b7D 
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l
in the Party and seems to be entirely imbued with Marxism. At the present '§t 
time the on1.y possible approach appears to be through his wife and further t·" 
efforts are peing made by New York to detect }/?,tams of defection or an : :J 
exploitable weakness which could be utilized~tY _,; -. 

r-------, From a review of the information developed into the background or· ... ' '; f 0) I I as informant material, i<t does ~ar that a successful approayh~ ______ _,_ 

_,_ 
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. """' • 
could be made b~t this time. The New York Office will be followed on 
this particular ~ual and if other facts are d~d if~~ will be 
set out for consideration in making an approach by u~(t-.:0 

~HER INDIVIDUALS CONSID 
L~ INFORMANT MATERIAL . 

• 
-~-::--:----::-:---::-"7":"""::::--~~ more commonly known as I I 

was considered by the New York Office as information was obtained revealing 
him as a former Browderite, but h~ is -not regarded as informant mat.erial. . 
Re~~ntlJ4 land his wife collaborated on a ne~oo~ which -1; ldesc~ibed as ntoo Redtt for ordinary publication.~ (l!:} 

In addition at the recent NMU Convention gave the 

j impression of being tlie oor ea :unist Party .. £·action of the 
Union. Further consideration of as in£~~t material at 
this time has been discontinued oy e New Yor Office~~ 

J 

~th regard to I 1 da~ is nrfsently being compil~1f~ the 
)use of~who may make an approach toL _in the _near future.~(Uj 

The results of the New York Office survey into other informant 
possibilities has resulted in a communication listing all members of the 
New York state Committee and all employee~ of the National Headquarters 
of the Communist Party and miscellaneous persons prominent in Party 
activities. According to New York all of thes · out· 
75 have been eliminated with the ov,.·on~ 

Information concerning ~ ,(, \ 
is set forth in this memor~ndum.~ l0:J 

With regard tol I you will recall that t~:~&tor did not 
consider eitherl._ ________ _.las likll:t.Y prospect"? ~ . 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

(l) It was suggested by SAC Wilcox that former special servi-=--t 
contact Sowers of the Buffalo Division may be in a position to be of 
assistance as an intermediary in this matter. For your approwl there is 
attached a memorandum to the Buffalo Division outlining the situation ai1Cl'c:!dL.. 
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requesting that an .interview be cond~cted with I lt~ determine 'Whether 
he has any contacts or acquaintances who may have entree o a high party 
level or 1£1 I is perso~lr, nl\cquainted with any high ranking 
Communist Party functionaries. ~ l~ 

The SAC at Buffalo is further being advised that if· in his opinion 
such an interview would be valueless i: ::d nof be conducted, but in the 
event he £eels from his knowledge of .I__ __ _that som~'"' may be gained 
by discussing the matter with him he s o .go ahead. Jl'<'( th 

( 2) The Chicago Office· has suggested! I as an intermediary 
and £or your approval there is attached a letter to Chicago reques~e;z 
reason 'Why this opinion is advanced. There is no indication that 
was previously listed during the war as a special service contact a ere 
s no indication that he would be amenable to an approach as a third party. 'fdJ 

(3) The possibility of approach~gl lwas 
outlined at length in this memorandum and it you approve, there is attache 
for transmittal to New York an appropriate letter requesting an evaluation 
ofk !informant possibilities and the placing on him of a 
I SJW!llll Janca for 1 o d""" "~(41' thai> wllich was done in the case of 

When the results of this suneillance and New Yorkts evaluation 
~been received, a memor~ -,P,Jr be prepared on I for the US'e of 
L__Jin making an approach. ~ ~~ 

Enclosure • 3 

11' 
. I .J..v 
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... • 
Novmnber 26, 1947 

1-Ji:;;I .. :OR~.t>IDU::! FOR BH. TPJ;I~ 

VIt. L.~DD 
!J!t. TOLSOH 
1v1t. !!TCHOIS 

.. 

J note incident to the Loyal·ty investiratioi'lS that we will likHly be 
called upon to evaluate the informants tuat we referred to in our reports under 
numerical dcsir.;nations. In the investigations made under the Hatch Act we received 
numorous inquiroies after submittin~ our reports asking us to evaluate the source 
of information. ~'iht would it not be 7h3ll in the ori0inal report to sot forth the 
evaluation rather than to have additional correspondonce and awc.it beinfS asked 
for such evaluation? f~ougrJ.yspeakin:;, thera first, tho paid im'ormant oi' the 
"9ureau in a subversive organization and in whon we hav(3 absolute confidence, or 
technical souro,~s o.f infomation; sBcond, the special contact informant such as 
leadinr profBssional or businessmen ·with whom we have had extensive denlinr,;s 
and for 'Wh.osr; reliability we can vouch; and third, the fellow ·employee or next 
door nei;~hbor type about whose reliability we are not 1.1ell informed but about whom 
wo can make a oor~ent a3 to any motive vrnich we might have noticed in tho course 
of our intervievr durinr~ our investigation. If my suggestion is practic?l it vmuld 
seem to me t.hat we vtould then avoid the criticism that v;e hear made, so often by· 
individuals who are not vrell disposed tov;ard the Bureau that our reports are filled 
with anonymous sources whose idantitigs are not given and the value of which it is 
impossible ~or one to determin~. 

Very truly yours, 

John "Gd~nr Hoover 
::Jir~Jctor 

--: ~ ,, 

\ ' 
\J 

,, . ' ! 
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'~.>hiffice Memorandum 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

l/ 1 ' .b7D ( . \ 

_/ 
,_- · ''!r. !:: .. 1 !~0 .. .... ~~ , ..... .. .. 

On November 6, 1947 ;""'sA FRANSIS Yf. RAlSTON was conductirlg ~~~-c .i!J.ye~·t:-
gation in the office of the Valvoline Cjl Comnapv. 2f40 First Av~p~~.--~~ii'tE_; .... 
Seattle, when one of the office workers~ .J approached h~ :anq · vo1:·-- eared b7D 

:informatio~1co}l;~tning three Communist women~me Communist ~cf'ffl""'~es 
Seattle. ~ /h · ·· "-· >··-- ····--

1 ~tated that she had been active in a group which tried 
during the spring of 1947 to keep the children's play centers open in Seattle. 
She did this because it enabled her to be employed while her daughters., age 7 and 
9, were taken car& of at these centers. She stated that she soon learned she was 
the only active person in this · · the '·,_ :adi:s in +:e crpmjttee, namely d 
~~nvited her to meetings of th~ . · 

:ne to ~n erest her in labor schools and othe:r Communist activities. ~~-r-l 
--;- also tried to obtain Mrs. WYNES permiss.ion to publish some poem~p;i-c 
. .: had written in the 1'New World.tt This permission was declined~(})L...---.J 

I !then wanted to know if the F. B. I. would be interested in 
gaining and receiving information which she might obtain by going to the meet:ings 

b7D 

to which she had been invited. She was told that the F. B. I. would accept any 
infor~tion she had but would not under any c/icy;nr('ances _advise her to join tl;_~ • • i, , · 

Commumst Party or any of its front groups. ~ f!:::; D~~RED ggee&.Dr~ttb_.,.... •. ~· ·-

I. 

'\ 
On 11/7/47 and ll/9/47J !telephonically contacted the 'vriter 

and stated that she had again been in contact with the above women who seemed 
interested in getting her to attend a labor school and a writing school, and 
that she had decided that although she detested Communists she thought it was her 
duty to go along with them and get in a position where she could give valuable 
information to the F. B. I. With this in mind, she came to the F. B. I. Office in 
Seattle to contact Special Agent RALSTON on 11/10/47 and stated that she had decided 

' -, to go into the movement just as far as possible and give the F. B. I. this infor
mation. She was repeatedly warned that there were dangers connected with going . 

·,__ into the Party; that she might suffer embarrassment, loss of work, loss of friends 
* '~· and other inconvenien~ if she decided to make this move. It was also repeatedly 

·~ ". pointed out that she could never claim any cc)rffiec•t;:tbn-·w:i:t·h-the~B .. -I..-.a.n.Q._j:h~~- -~~ 
"' .. . · the F. B. ~· wo n iifome to her assistance if she made this move and had ca,u~eJ · ~:J 

"{ to regret ~ t. '::;7 ., , _. · 

~~r96~---r;....,...J~)ffl~""Rt~Vealized all of this bef--ore she came to th~l.6) 
NO ~~~~ ~ 3J.(;f .'f'\ ~~~[®.. . .,.. 1 • , ~ ~ _ ~ .- 1 ~V 

-- -· -- Tf" · .;..•.J lr'- .._. · · 

' \ ' ~\\\\\~ 
C,\)~ ' - , I 

( ~'{ 
-l:-- /..-· ; . / . . r. 
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office but had reached the decision for several different reasons. She stated 
her father had been Chief of Police at Wapato, Washington, for a number of 
years and she had helped him in the office and had come in contact with all 
types of public enemies and she considered the Communists about the worst. 
She stated that she had also worked as a case worker for Public Welfare and 
had been disgusted with the people who could have made a living but decided 
that the Government owed them eve hin and other reason she stated was 
that b7D 

interested in so-called progressive politicians such a 
I lmd she was able to see how e~ ~mmunism coul·d~~b:-e-u-p7h-e=-ld-:--:b:-y---:inn--o-ce-n~t;--l 
people because of its subterfuge. ~~~ 

The Seattle indices, the records of the Seattle Police Department and 
the King Count¥ Sheriff's Office were searched for the name ~the ~vj71 I informant, her husband and parents with negative results. ~ ~ L:!:J 

The records of the Seattle Retail Credit Association reflect tha~~--~ b7D 

I land he ~u~1fand are moderate users of credit and have a satisfactory 
rating. ~ 

description is as follows:· ~ 
~~---~ ~-~~--~-----------, 

Born:. 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 
Belativest 

On 11/15/4~ !phoned this office to state that she had 
additional informat~on concern~g the Communist activities and would like 

- 2-
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see an agent personally. She has not been reco~?~d as yet but will be 
for.the ~urpose of receiving this information.~(_~ 

The Bureau is requested to advise this office whether they have any 
information concerning! lwhich would make it inadvisable to continue 
contacting h~r wi 

1
_
1 
_ _~the purpose in mind of develo.Ping her into a Confidential 

Informant. I:!J · 

f . . 
b7D 

I 
She has ot been given a CI number and will not be given one until 

after word is received from the Bureau au~i~g this office to try to 
develop her into a Confident1;_L· al=~In~f~or:m:an~t~~~=Lf~ ~c::J~ _________ ,.,.... _____ .... 

Sutel authority. "'" - ' 

80-327 
FWR:wp 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

T*ansmit the following message to: 

.JDD:m$,e. 

'I f / 

\ ··-
\ f 

\
olson ; 
• A. 181Ml-l--

l
-~ ~i~:s 

• Rosen~=== • Trac~,_ 
• cars:-o.n.===== 
.!:~~~ 
• Gurnea 
• l!arbo)~;::::= tr. J!end~~ r. PenningtOn r. Q.ulnn Tarr.m-

r.lleaso -
lss Gandy 

. -~ q.o 

on.t 

HOOVER-

., :ALL INFOR1.'k'\TIO.N CONTAINED; 
HIDREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
:EXCEPT WUE.FlE SHOWN 
OTHERWISE 

\ I 
...... 

Pf1r .!JC_f-: ----

·{ 
; ~ ~ . .. ' . l ... 
t: t ,_ 

. ,, 
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.(· ~:~:~:.~NATIONAL DM'ENSE ~~L...-----'\'1 _____ ----JS-~ 
In view of the increasing security consciousness of the Communist 
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• • Party and the loss to the :Bureau: in recent months of some excellent informants, 
it has become imperative that coverage of security mattlrs by live informants 
be s~bstantially increased in the shortest possible time. You are well a1·1are 
of the value of live informants in all Bureau work and the fact that it nas 
been most difficult to obtain nevr informants at this time. In order to assist 
the f'i·eld in its search for new informants, the following suggested methods of 
unearthi~g and developing informant possibilities are being offered for your con
sideration and utilization. Obviously all of the methods 1vill not be feasj.ble 
nor .:Practi<}al for ali offices but a number should be suitable for any offj_ce. 

L Evaluation of complainants in security matters. 

2. Evaluation of persons j_nterviet-Ted in connection with security cases. 

3. Evaluation of the subjects of security investigations loqking for 
indications of disaffection, ·disgruntlement, loss of interest, inactivity, finan
cial hardship, or other repudiation 'of Party loyalty. 

4 . .. Evaluation of Bureau applicants as ~ossible informants. 

5. Evaluation of personal friends and contacts of Special Agents and 
qthe1.; Bureau employees. 

6. Continuous re-evaluation of sources of information, confidential 
sources and contacts. 

7. Review of closed security fHes on. individua~s, 

8. · Review of Communist Index. 

9. Ascertain possibilities of reactivating former confidential 
informants. 

10, Survey possibilities of trash covers. 

11. Revj.ew Factionalism Section of file on Communist Party - USA. 

12. Consultation with present informants regarding indications of 
disaffection on the part .of Communist Party members. They, of course, should not 
be informed as to the purFose of the inquiry. 

13. Review of' files on Communist front organizations looking for 
individuals who have been associated with only one or two fronte:f or who attended 
o~y a few meetings of a front. Such individua~s frequently are innocent of 
Communist propenaj.ties, yet they have a basis for cultivating the acg.uaintance 
of Party members~ The Progressive Party file also might prove a fertile fj.eld •. 

14. Investigation of Communist peti t.ion signers who live near or vrork 
vTj:th Communist Party funct:l,onaries. 
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•• 15. Be alert to receive any suggestions of plant executives and highly 
placed personnel 1vho are reliable and friendly to the Bureau concerning Communist 
Party members who might cooperuto idth tho Bureau or cmployef18 who might bo · · 
willing ~o infiJtrate the Party. In the past such contacts have on occasion 
recmltod in· the plant 1 s making available the services of an employee i·rho .already 
:!.s an :i.nformant of the mnnugcmont. 

16. rersonnel directors in plants frequently are able to advise of 
members of Communist dominated unions who retain their membership merely to hold 
their position~?. 

17. vTith regard to bot'h 15 and 16 above, if possible, the official should. 
suggest ·to the potential informant that he contact the Bureau rather than have an 
agent .originate the contact. 

18. After the Bureau has n0tified the Armed Forces of a Communist in 
an industrial plant having Armed Forces contracts, the Comm~~ist frequently 
breaks down or repents when informed of the charges and is facing the possibility 
of dismissal or ti•ansfer to a non-restricted posit'ion in the same plant. At such 
a Ume, officere friendly to the Bureau sometimes suggest that the person advise 
the Bureau of his past activities. You should be alert to take ad Vailota.ge of such 
cooperation ivhen offered. 

19. Revie't-r of Communist Party regj.stration records to ascertain -vrhat 
j_ndi viduals merely registered but never became acti Ye. 

20. Use of a reliable third party to make the contact with a possible 
informant ivhen direct contact by an agent is inadvisable. After all efforts to 
secure such a third party have been exhausted, in an important case, you may 
request the Bureau to furnir:h the services of an individual.w·ho is available for 
such a service. 

21. When a possible informant has agreed to cooperate but has no 
Communist Party_ affiliation he ma;r subscribe to the Daily Worker or the Daily 
~eople's World for a time then allow the subscription to lapse. Subsequently 
a Party member may call to ascertain the reason which provides an oppo~tunity for 
!~he informant to cultivate the member's acquaintance. (Prior Bureau authority 
for the original contact, of course, is necessary). 

22. In the same situation as in 21 above good results frequently have 
:)een obtained through the informant's frequent patronage of a local Communist 
'2arty bookstore, and attendance at open COir.munist Party affairs and front meetings. 

23. Continued pressing of present informants to assume additional 
Party responsibillties, encouragement to attend Party schools and advice to 
establish close personai friendships with Party lead.ers. Care must be exercised 
that such moves are not made so frequently or in such a fashion as to lay the 
informant open to suspicion by the Party. 
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•• • 24. Keeping alert to possibil:i.ties of transferr:i.ng informants to areas 
lacking coverage by changing their residence. Transfers to clubs in unions or 
industries can be accomplished by the informants QUanging~~ba~.--~-------~~------~~ 

25. Never discourage an informant from accepting advancement in the 
Party merely because to so advance vrould involve M.s transfer to the territor<J 
of another office. Such a practice 'tVOuld nullify the Bureau's efforts to obtain 
:l.nfomants on the higher levels of the P~rty. 

26. In the larger offices the SACs should consider the· ·full-time 
ass~gnm.ent of experienced Agents to an informant program and the ass:l.gnment of 
individual Communist Party sections and clubs to individual Agents thus centerine 
the responsibility for and enhancing t4e possibility of developing informants. 

In con~ection with these suggestiops, existing rules concerning 
securing prior Bureau authority tb contact info1~nt possibilities should be 
borne in mind at all times. 

The above suggestions are by no means all-inclusive and the f~eld is 
:tnvited to subm:!.t any: suggested techn:i.ques not covered in order that the Bureau 
may malre the)Jl available to all offices. 

Control 

Your attent:i.on is directed to Section .(G) of SAC Letter No. 16 dated 
February 28, 1950 and Section (A) of SAC Letter No. 22 dated :March 28, 1950. in 
which you were advised of the need for maintaining closer control over informants. 
Despite the fact that close contact v1as being nwJ.ntained, recently two f,lddi tionai 
informants have divulged their confidential relationship with the Bureau to the 
press. In the light of this fact, you must carefully review the situation with 
regard to a·ll of your national defense informants who are being contacted with 
any frequency vTith a view toward d.eveloping closer control over their activity in 
order that you may anticipate any contemplated disclosure of their connections 
with the Bureau. All Special Agents concerned with the handling of national 
defense informants must be constantly alert to anticipate and forestall, if 
possible, any actions by informants ~wward revealing their confidential status . 
'irith the Bureau. You must immediately !ldvise the Bureau of any situation involving 
an informant's publicizing the fact he· has been furnishing information to the 
Bureau together with suggestions as to how the particular informant might best be 
controlled. 

I ~m deeply conce1~ed with this matter and want it clear~y understood 
that your confidential informant program must receive your continuous personal 
supervision. 

Confidential Source 

In Bureau Bulletin No • 16 (C) da t.ed Narch 31, 1950, you are ad v:1.sed 
to · set up a ne\v designation called "Confidential. Source 11 which would include 
:.ndividuals who, because of employment or position, can furnish information or 
nake records available to the Bureau on a confidential basis. Examples of this 
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type of j_ndividua.l would be employees of such concerns as banks, coll1.'11Up.ication 
oom~anies and credit unions. In the event you contemplate utilizing such an 
individual for purposes of assisting a Communist or related investj.gation, Bureau 
clearance must be obtained sj~ilar to that which is required before contacting 
an individual as a possible informant on Communist or related matters. 

.. 'I 
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IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 

FILE No.-----

MEMO FOR MR. 

I 

BE: 

&tt.eb itut.es 1Il.epurtniettf nf Yar.e ... . ' 
Ilf.eb.erul rgur.eau nf J!uu.estigutintt 

iiJ!tusqittgfntt Z5, 1Il. (!!:. 
. . May 4, 1950 

HOOVER BROWN, B. C. 
TOLSON CALLAHAN 
CLEGG CALLAN 
CONNELLEY CARLSON 
GLAVIN CONRAD 
HARBO DOWNING --
s~LS r =~~ H;l· 
TRA~--GEAR , G. · 
BAUMGARDNER GURNEA 
BELMONT HARGETT . 
BOWLES HENNRICH 

HOLLOMAN 
JONES, M. A. 
KEAY 
LAUGHLIN 

. PERSONAL AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

NO NUMBER 
SAC LET~ 

~o~:-,·- ·· \_ H"''T'"''' . ~r~·ll'··~ NEASi . ... '-
PARSONS 
PENNINGTON 
PONTZ 

Recent events 4ave made it necessary to re-examine our informant 
program to determine if we are properly utilizing the vast reservoir of information 
repre~ented by our confidential informants and sources of information. 

·-... informants and sources of "information who possess a vast fund of knowledge con-

•• 

It has been the Bureau's experience with respect to confidential .· I 
~~ .... ce:ming Communist and es:piona·ge activity that, although intervie,ved repeatedly , ......... , , 

- by Bureau representatives, · they are unable to draw from their memories all the · , 

, ·, 
information they have obtained over a period of years. It is only natural that 
there are countless it~ms of·invaluable information hidden in the recesses of the 

"-", memories of these individuals which can be prought to light only by refreshing 
~ ,>, their recollections by aski;ng specific questions about individuals, organizations, 

. ~ or events. • ~ 
As an example of this fact J I former high Communist 

Party functionary, although ~nterviewed on numerous occasions since he broke with 
the Party in 1945, has recently furnished new information of inestimable value. 
This new info~tion was recalled by B~denz solely as a result of specific 

\:: .. : ~- ' interrogation concerning the :particular )llatter. 

-------
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I •• The Bureau has many confidential informants -and .sources of information 
throughout the- Urii ted States who have been intervievred from time to time. Some 
have been more· cooperative than others; however, all are in a position to furnish 
certain types of valuable information. 

It is the Bureau's desire that each Agent handling an important espionage 
or internal security investisation, in addition to following the usual leads that 
present themselves, consider· the possibility of obtaining further assistance by 
having confidential infoTmants or sources of information interviewed for additional 
information concerning the subject or contacts of the subject. 

A certain degree of selectivi'ty, of course, should be employed in the 
type of requests made of these individuals. Care should be exercised to prevent 
the individU?-ls from be'lng over1-1helmed with interviews, thus des·Groying their~ 
cooperative spirit. Before a request is' made, all circU!llstanc_es should be care
fully evaluated and diScretion exercised. 

The following individuals should be in a position to furnish valuable 
information concerning many phazes of espionage or Communist Party activity. The 
office through which each informant or source of information can be contacted i~ 
set forth, as well as a brief slcetdh of his esplone.ge or Party activity:_ 

~=~~f-:1 
J I ~vas a former Commercial Attache for the Russian Government in 

Mexico C1ty and defected about October, 19~·5. He has identified several individ-

New York 
b7D 

. ua~s ~-rhom he classified as Soviet agents. He has a-lao furnished a considerabl~ ~~ 1 
amount of information con~erning Russian diplomatic pers~nnel in Latin America.~~ 

New York ~======i~~ 0) I I is Russian born and advanced in the diplomatic service of the 
Soviets, finally defecting in 1937,0 time he was First Secretary of the 
Soviet Legation in Athens, Greece. has furnished information of a general> 
natur~ concerning the positions and ac ivi ies of agents in var~~s ~1iet · 
Intelligence estabUshments in which Barmine has seen service . .».(~ 

I ~\ ~ ··- N~w York 

!Joined the Communist Party about 1935 and was active in 
espionage~a~c~t~i=v~irtire~s:::--::~f~rom October, 1938 until November, 1945. These espionage 
activities were carried out in Washington, D. C. and New York City, She acted 
mainly as a courier and liaison representative between her Russian superiors and 
a large number of individuals who were actively eathering intelligence data.~~~ 

• l)&( ~ New York · 

This informant is the widow o~ I a top level GPU agent ~-rho 
· operated in Western Europe from 1931 until he was assassinated in Switzerland in 
September, 1937. He spent the majority of his time in Paris, the Netherlands, and 
Switzerland and his activities ~vere directed J?~imarily against Germany. J:;t is 
believed his widow has an excellent knovrledge t, he:r; late husband' e operation~;~ and 
Soviet intelligepoe activity in general. ~\!)) ~-· .. ·\;>\ ~ 
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Cleveland 

This informant was utilized as a witness in the trial of the Communist 
Party leaders. He is· familiar wi-th Communis-t Party activities in Ohio from the 
period 1944 when he joined the Communist Party up until he testified at the 
Communist Party trial in the Spring of 1949. He has attended Ohio state con• 
ventions and the leadership and training school in 1945 and 191~6-. 

New York 

became a member of the Communist Party in 1935 and mane rapid 
rise in .1=--!e~m~ov=e=-!ment. In 1936, he became Labor Editor of the "Da1 ll Worker'' and 
held varying pgs1tions until 1141 when he becam~ _the "Daily 
Worker" as wel~ J Freedom of the Press Company, Incorpol;'ated. 

I jbecame a high ranking member of the Complunist Party and a member of the 
National Committee. He publicly broke With the Communist Party in October, 1945. 
He was utilized as a witness at the trial of the Communist Party leaders. 

New York 

This informant was utilized as a witness at the trial of the Communist 
Party leaders. She joined the Co~unist Party in March, 1942, attended various 
schools and became acquainted with many Communist Party officials, both nationally 
and in District No.2 (New York State). 

L...--------....,jl<t{t-0 :Sal timore 

I first became connected with the Communist movement in approxi
mately 192!::'14r:--an---::-d,~h:-e-!ld various literary assignments, including work on the 1'New 
Masses" publication. ::nm 1935 npt,j 1 Apr1 1 1938 he ergaged in courier and . 
espionage activiti~~- ___ _in New York City and 
Washington, D. C. ~'Til ~r-------------------1 

uj Miami 

was active in the Communist movement from the early 1920's until 
November , .......... "7'1T.'_'-!.when he was removed as an organizer for the Communist Party in 
Alamed~ County, California because of certain differences he had wit~ I 

I
I ~ ~relative to Communist Party policies. During his Party activities, 

was active as an organizer for the Young Workers (Communist) League and 
L...---....1 

was especially active in connection with Communist inspired strikes during the 
1930's ~,~raveled throughout the country as an organizer for the Communist 
Party. L!:J 

Cincinnati 

I I was .. •born in Italy onl I and is still an alien. 

b7D 

b7D 

He is presently employed as a professor at Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 
On September 1, 1919~ elements of the left wing of the Socialist Party, which ~;~) 
broke away from that; Party, formed the Communist Party of America and Fraina ~ 
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elected the International Secretary. ~e attended the Communist International 
in February, 1920. He attended as a representative of the Communist Party of 
America, the Second vlorld Congress of the Communist International, July - August, 
192e. Frain~ attempted in the early part of 1921 to bring abqut unity betvreen 
the Communist Party of America and the United Communis~ of America. From 
the latter part of 1921 until the latter part of 1922, served as a 
Comintern representative in Mexico. He left the Communist arty movement in the 
United States as well as h ervices in the Communist International during the 
latter part of 1922. ~ 

Qleveland 

~~----~lwas utilized as a witness in the trial of the Communist Party 
leaders. He joi~ed the Communist Party ih December, 1943 and became acquainted 
with Communist Party officials in District No. 6 {Ohio State}. 'This informant 
attended the National Convention of the Communist Party as a delegate from Ohio 
in August, 1948. · 

New York ~====::;--w~ . 
!,---__,...-,!hn 1918 aligned himself With the left wing of the Socialist 

Party and in +919 he entered the Commtmist movement. He was arrested in 1919 
under. the New York c:-ciminal syndicalist law and was convicfea ana after serxina 
approximately three years of his sentence, he wae.pardoned_ I 

I I He was expelled from the Communist Party ~ 1929 and from the 
Communist International for defiance ofJoseph Stalin. I ~attended ~r-
ground convention of the Communist Party in Bridgna.n., Michigan in 1922. L_____j 
became a member of the Central Executive Committee of~ty, a member of its 
Political Committee and a member of its Secretariat. attended executive 

----
b7D 

and plenary sessions of the Communist Inter.r.ational in oscow in 1927 and 1928 
as a member o~ecutive Committee of the Workers (Communist) Party in Americ.a~
In 1928-1929, L___J was General Secretary of the Communist Party in this country ~1!:} 

[ pa J~~ / Ne~-r York b7D 

I was associated in corps prac·tically all 
his life L.a-n-::d"""":""h-ad":""""!bee up until 1940, at which time. 
he severr·a hie r,lations p w e ov e ernment and fled to the United 
States .has furnisned a_ considerable amount of information whlch would 
assist Bureau agents in identifying Soviet agents in ~~~try and has also 
furnished information concerning their modus operandi. 1~ 

I l./'tY . -. Loa Angeles 

II was· ~ member of the Commtmist Par November, 1927 until 
November, ~ Shortly after j · worked on the staff of 
the "Daily Worker" and afterward r Unity," the Communist 
Party's trade union magazine. In May, sent to the Soviet Union 
·for fifteen months f the 
Communist Party, U After 
attending the Sevent ·.or ongress o e ommun a erna ona ~n oscow in 
1935, he returned to the Uoit[:

9
::·~ worked in the district apparatus of t~e 

Communist Party in New York. · t {)\ Party after the Nazi -Soviet ~no~~-; ·. ~ · ~. 
aggression pact :was· signed in • . ':;,1 ... ~ . . 
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NevT York 

This informant joined the Communist Party in Buffalo, New York on 
February 17, 1931 and remained a Party member until 1940. He attended the Eighth 
National Convention of the Communist Party held in Cleveland in April, 1934, at 
which time he was elected a memper of the Central Committee of th~ Party. He 
~ttended the Ninth Convention of the Communist Party in New York City in 1936 
and was r emoved from his position :wr of the Central Committee at the 
Tenth National Convention i..Tl 1938. he.lped organize the National Negro 
Gongress and the League of Struggle or egro Rights. He was expelled from the 
Party in 1940 for defying some Party poUcies. He has been used by ~ ~~
gration _and Naturalization Service as a 1-ri tness on several occasions}'>{ v::J 
I ~ - Ne1v York 

I 

.__~~h-1as· a Communist candidate for Congress in the Second District of 
Illinois in 1936 and in 1941, he was repQrted t6 be the head of all worker~ schools 
in the Middle West operating for cunist Party. He broke loTi th the 
Communist Party in August, 1947. vre.s a 1-ritness at the trial of the Communist 
Party leaders. He has liV"ed for some me in the Ne1v York area and is considered 
to be "a very brilliant individual" as well as. an "intellec~ ~?xist. II He 
would :pe extremely helpful concerning "Marxist literature.''.>'--~("'!::) 

L.....--r-----.....,....~~f:J Ne1-r York 

was · ~ She 

:~-.~~=-~~~ S.tates, ~orhere 

the United S ates in the latter 

Seattle 

This informant has been a member of the Communist Party fx·om 1936 up 
tmtil the· present. He can furnish considerable inform~}r'frgar.ding Communist 
Party activity in District No. 12 (Washington State).~(~ 

I ~(£Y - Ios Angeles 

This individual joined the Young Communist League in 1936 and has been 
a member of the Communist Par~y s i nce 19~-1. She is in a position to furnish a 

· wealth of material concerning Communist Party activities in District No. 13 
(State of Califo ~~ find primarily information concerning activity in the Los 
Ange r LJ;;.. · 

~ · New York 

This informant has been·a Communist Party member from its inception 
and has attended several county, state and national conventions as a guest. He 
:!.s also activ.e in several front organizations. He has a wealth of information 
concerning natio~'rytionaries of the Communj_st Party, US.A. and District . ,. : •·:·?:~ 
(New York State) A!:J . .. \'· ·fl. 1 • 

5 
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L....-___ ___,_I~r~ Washington 

~joined the Communist Party in ~etroit in 1929 and continued as a 
member un~. In 1929, he was selected a member of a delegation to visit 
Russia at Party expense. In 1930, he became an organizer for the Party in the 
Detroit area and he attended the Seventh National Convention of the Party in New 
York City in 1930. He attended the Lenin School in Moscow from 1931 to 1932. 
Upon his return to the United States, he resume~ his work in the Detroit area 
and was made the Educational Director for tqe State of Michigan. He attended the 
Eighth National Convention of the Party in Cleveland, Ohio in April, 1934. He 
continupd his Cqmmunist activities 'through 1935 and was subsequently remoJEj~ from 
office ·L ~baa appeared as a 1'1'i tness in several important cases~ (~ 

I Boston 
L...--;::::==:;--__. 

I has been a member of the Communist Party from March 23, 1944 
until he t~e-s~t~i~f~i-ed~at the trial of the Communist Party leaders i~ the Spring of 
1949. Prior to that tiine he ivaa active i1l the Young Communist League. His Pal:'ty 
activity has been confined to the Boston area. He has attended sta~e conventions 
and has particularly good infomation concerning youth activities of the Communist 
Party. 

L.....-----· VtY 
b7D 

Houston 

This informant was a member of the Commun:!.st Party from July, 1932 
until April 28, 1947, when he was expelled from the Communist Party. He acted as 
an organizer for the Waterfront Section of the Commttnist Party in New York City 
from 1943 to 1946. He is in a position to furnish considerable information con
cerning maritime a tivities and informatio~ r~garding the Veterans of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade ~ 

~--~fJ New York 

I ~as born in Poland and came to the United States in 1924. 
He first worked for the Amtorg Trading Company from May of 1930 to September, 1931 
in New York, Cleveland, ~etroit and Pittsburgh. Subsequently, he.~to Moscow 
as an engineer and there, in ~hy of 1932, he was recruited by the~or work 
in the United States. He returned to this country in June, 1932 and operate~ ~Ji,J 
thel ~rincipally in New York and Chicaeo from that date until April, 1938~01 

New York 

was actiye ~s a Soviet Military Intelligence agent 
~~~~~~~--~~ from approx mately March of 1931 to the t st i~ Paris in December, 

1935. He was recruited for this work by in New York City and 
operated in New York City from 1931 u when · fe 
were transferred to Europe to acted as 
photographers and couriers for aving 

jOined in this work following ,·.··*· 
'·. , 
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New York 

came to 
~----~------------~ 

~:..:::::::~~--:::..:..~ ........ ~"--.:~....-.;~ ........ ----------LIIii...Wliio..lolloil.loll....lolf•~t he was ac.tive as a member of ·the 
His widow has herself admitted 

b--=-=-==~=~£-----""""-'!.~?~'f!J t'(l him during the majority 
r--------, 

Seattle 

This individual has been a member.of the Communist Party from 1935- up 
to the present time. He can furnish a wealth of information concerning Party 
.activities in District No. 12 (Washington State) ·Mf!:J 
I - . ~ - ~~ . 

I lwas active in the Cormmmist mO'rement un until tho t1.me of his 
defection in 194(:). lie vras folmerl~ bn Afr;lcan 
Affairs and has cons:lderable information concerning Negro Communist activities. 
He was associat d ith the Communist movement in a top level capacity for .over 
twelve years. (d) . 

Detroit 

lwas a member of the Socialist Party of America from 1915 until 
1919 ~!--c-a_m_.e a member of the Communist Party of .America at its incepM.on. In 
1920,L___Jattended the convention out of which grew the United Communist Party. 
He became a member of the Central Executive Committee of that organization at 
this convention. In 1922, he attended the Brid~t:J'chigan convention of the 
underground Communist Party of America. In 1924, was a member of the District 
Committee of the vlorkers Pa.rty of America of New or and from 1924 to 1927, he 
1vas in the Ner Yorl area serving as a Communist functionary and offi9ial. From 

Q o 1930, was in Moscovr as a student e.t the. Lenin Sqhool. In 1927, 
as a member of the Central Executive Committee of the Workers (Conmmnist) 

arty of America. During 1930 and 1931, he we.s a Communist International represent
ative in Venezuela . From 1930 to 1934, he was a member of the Central Executive 
Committee of the Communist Party, USA. He voiced his objections to Comm\lnist 

art policies at the 1934 Convention of tle Co~unist Party. Later that year, 
was expelled by the Communist Party. as been utilized as a Government 

n ss in several important trials. ~ · 

The above list of individuals by no means rep~esents the complete list 
of confidential informants and sources of information av~ilable for interview. 
If an of'fice feels that it has an informant vrho has a widE! -lmOi-rledge of espionage 
or Communist Party activity and is cooperative, his name ·should be forwarded to 
the Bureau for considel·at:!.on :for adding to a ~upplemental listing. Other 
informa~ts are in the process of being developed and data concerning them will be 
furnished in a subsequent list after they have been properly established. 
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This program of interviewing confidential informants in '~pibna 
is not new. It was outlined to you in SAC Letter #167 dated December 29, 

In requesting an interview of one of the above informants or sourqes 
of information, sufficient background data should be furnished so that the 
office handling the individual, can conduct an intelligent and complete interview. 

As every Agent assigned to important espionage and internal security 
investigations carefully analyzes his :i.nvestiga tions, anO. the~ follows them 
vigqrously with discretion, there should be more cases developed that will 

merit prosecution. 

Very truly yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 
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· . April 11, 1950 .-f
7 8-~r.ies 1950 \ ~ 

.\(~) ;;J~ ~BMANTS -sEMIANNUAL REPORl' -c A s~iannual re:pql/t conde..:~~~ 
I producti v~t of each criminal i!!-fo:r.mant, as we::\.1 as otp.~r _.data re~atiri~ to."--~· ·• ·. .' 
~· 'criminal info~ts, ·should 'be submitted to the :Bureau by ttach office 'in a~-~?rQ.ailtie · 
~ ith instructions set f~rth hereinafter. ' 
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An original and one copy of a blind memorandum is to be prepared o~ 
each individual included in the criminal informant index of your office. This 
memorandum should_ contain the informant's name, symbol number, dates of/contact 
with the inf'ormant, a succinc,t summary (identified by cas.~) of the information 
furnished on each contact and the value of the information received. This can 
be illustrated by showing that the data furnished by the informant resulted in the 
solving of a particular case,, the location. of a fugitive, of value to the Crime 
Survey Report, etc. A recommendation should be included. as to the continuance of 

·the individual as an informant. The memorandum concerning a regularly paid 
· informant should only have a comment that he is regularly paid since the Bureau is 
:advised of tne productivity of paid informants by more frequent communications. 
In the event an unpaid informant has furnished voluminous information th~ memo
randum should only reflect the details of more important items furnished.by the 
informant which will permit the Bureau to determine whether such individual should 
be listed as a criminal informant~ 

A cover letter enclosing memoranda on all informants should be submitted 
, listing the 11-ames of the informants in headquarters c.ity territory and the names 

of informants in eac~ resident agency territory. In the event there are no 
informants in a resident agency territory, your letter should so indicate. A 
paragraph.of your letter ~hould reflect the number of informants developed by 
years, such as: 

Prior to 1?48 

15 

1948 

12 

1950 

5 

Total 

50 

A schedule should also be prepared reflecting the types of coverage 
afforded by the criminal informants. An example of such a schedule is as follows: 

TFIS 4 
ITSMV 3 
WSTA 12 
TGP 2 
Fugitives 14 
Negro criminal matters 9 
General criminal matters 13 
Miscellaneous 5 

Total 62 

In regard to the above sched.ule, if an informant regularly furnishes information 
concerning WSTA as well as general c::dminal matters, he would be listed under 
both headings. 

Any other pertinent comments concerning the criminal informant coverage 
in your office should be inc lud.ed. 

Listed below are a11 of the Bureau offices and the dates on which the 
semiannual report should be submitted: 

4-11-50 
SAC LETTER NO. 24 
Sel:,'ies 1950 
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Office Dates Office Dates 

Albany Jan. 15 & July 15 Miami April 15 & Oct. 15 
Albuquerque II' " Milwaukee 

,, 
" 

Anchorage " " Minneapo li.s April 30 & Oct. 31 
Atlanta " fl Mobile II ' ' II 

Baltimore Jan 31 &· July 31 Newark 
,, 

" 
Boston \I ,, 

New Haven II " 
~uffalo ll • fl. New Orieans May 15 & Nov. 15 
Birmingham " II New York 

,, 
" 

Butte ',Feb. 1;5 & Aug. 15 Norfolk " " 
Charlotte 

,, 
" Oklahoma City " fl 

Chicago II II Om alia 
,, ,, 

Cincinnati " II ,, 
Philadelph-ia May 31 & Nov. 30 

Cleveland Feb. 28 & .1\ug. 31 Phoenix " " 
Dallas H " Pittabur~· . " " 
Denver " " Portland 

,, 
" 

Detroit " " Richmond " " 
El Paso ~r. 15 & -Sep_t. 15 St. Louis June 15 & Dec. 15 
Honolulu II " Salt Lake City " " 
Houston " II San Antonio 

,, 
" 

Indianapolis II · " San Diego rr It 

Kansas ·City Mar. 31 & Se:pt. 30 San Francisco tl II 

Knoxville " " San ·~uan June 30 & Dec. 31 
Little Rock " II Savannah II " 
Los Angeles 11 11 Seattle 11 " 
LouiSvil,le April 15 & Oct .• 15 Spr;tngfield II II 

Memphis fl .If Washington, D. c." II 

The first reports to be prepared iz:l compliance with these instructions 
should be by those offices having a due date of July 15. All o~her offices will 
submit reports thereafter on the dates indic~ted. 

(C) CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT AND SIMILAR TYPES OF COVERAGE ~· Reference is made to 
SAC letter #12, Series 1950, dated February 7, 1950, which required that each 
office submit to the Bureau by the fifteenth of each month a memorandum .reflecting 
its total number of technical and microphone installations, mail co~ers, trash 
covers and-confidential informants broken down into Confidential National Defense 
Informants, Confidential General Investigative Informants and Confidential 
Atomic Energy Informants. 

It is noted that a large number of offices have been s~bl!li tting this 
memorandum from one to seven days late. Accordingly henceforth, this memorandum 
shali Qe submitted by each office sufficiently in advance of the fift~enth of 
each .month that it will reaCh the Bureau on that date·. Failure to do so will 
result in a request for a aetailed letter of .explanation. 

4-11-50 
SAC LErTER NO. 24 
S~ries 1950 
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In addition, many offices have not been forwarding the memorandum in 
~ ·.ccordance with the Bureau's instructions regarding June matters as required by 
referenced SAC letter.. Hencefol~th, all such memoranda shall be marked "June" 
anq. shall be forwarded in an envelope also marked ... June. 11 

In connection with technical and microphone surve:l.llances there also ·1 

has been a misund.erstanding. In reporting the total ni.mlber of technical and 
microphone surveillances the Bureau desire-s the actual number of surveillance~ 
and not the number of telepnone lines or actual microphones. E,; g~- , if there are 
three telephone lines on a subject at one location, the three constitute one 
surveillance. If three telephone lines are on a. sub.ject at two locations, they 
constitute two surveillances. If twelve m~crophones are installed on a subject 
at one location, the twelve constitute one surveillance. If twelve microphones 
are installed on a subjecx at three locations, the twelve cpnstitute three 
surveillances. It is directed that henceforth the total number of technical 
an4 microphone surveillances be reported as follows: 

(1) Total number of technical surveillances--5 (7 lines) 
(2) Total number of microphone surveillances--3 (8 microphones) 

In addition, several offices have listed individuals as both Confidential 
Atomic Energy Informants and Confidential National Defense Informants. They 
should not be listed as both even thougn they do furnish information in both 
categories. In such a situation it should be determined in which category ~lle 
informant furnishes the larger volume of information and he should be listed in 
that category only. It may be pointed out, howeve:t·, in the memorand~ that a 
certain number of the informants in one categ:>.ry do furnish information relating 
to the other. 

It is directed that you afford your personal attention to this matter 
in the future to assure that the above instructions are complied with. 

4 .. 11-50 
SAC LETTER NO. 24 
Series 1950 

Very truly yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 
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MEMO FOR MR. HOOVER 
TOLSON 
TAMM, E. A. 
CLEGG 
CONNELLEY 
GLAVIN 
LADD 
NICHOLS 
ROSEN 
TRACY 
BAUGHMAN 
CALLAHAN 

RE: 

-~ 

PER~0NAL AND de!U !bEN hAL 

November 24, 1947 

CALLAN 
CARLSON 
CARROLL, J. F. 
CARTWRIGHT 
CONRAD 
COYNE 
DOWNING 
DUKE 
EDWARDS, H. L. 
EGAN 
FITCH 
FLETCHER, H. B. 

GURNEA 
HARBO 
HINCE 
JONES 
KEAY 
LAUGHLIN 
LEONARD 
LONG 
McCABE, E. J. 
McCABE, N. H. 
McGUIRE 
MciNTIRE 

DEVELOPMENT OF INFORMANTS 

SAC LETTER NO. 152 
Series 1947 

MOHR 
NAUGHTEN 
NEASE 
PARSONS 
PENNINGTON 
HENNEBERGER ~ 

A.y 

ROGERS --~ 

SIZOO "{·~·-,1,. 
TAMM, Qr--<' • r 

/~ , .. e.;! 

/:. (f 
'' ,.·· ./' .. (:. i.:) 

"" ~~ ~ 
A situation recently developed wherein a college student during a 

discussion with a Special Agent of this Bureau was asked if there were any . 
subversive organizations on the campus of the college. The student, who it 
was later developed was an irresponsible, immature individual with a detec
tive complex, subsequently discussed this matter with a professor in such a 
ma~mer as to give tpe impression that he was being utilized as an undere,6ver 
operative by the FBI to report actions and expressions of the faculty and 
students concerning Communist activities. The professor indicated con~ider
able concern and thereafter discussed the matter with the president of uhe 
college . The net r esult was that the president of the college during a con
ference of college and university presidents and officials called attention 
to this incident and expressions of considerable concern were manifested 
lest the FBI was establ i shing a network of undercover operatives among tne 
students and faculties of various schools for the purpose of reporting·
thoughts expressed in the classroom as well as the activities of persons 
in the college community outside the classroom, which activities were· 
construed to be a threat to academi~ freedom. It was obvious, of course, 
from the incident related that th~ student in question was not developed 
as an informant and that the conversation which took place with the student 
was merely of a gener al nature and not for the purpose of developing security 
information concerning the students, faculty and individuals in the college 
community. 

... / 
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Of course, it should be very obvious to you that such a program i 
on the part of the Bureau to indiscriminately develop informants among col-;-,f 'J · '; 
lege students in the manner indicated would reflect on the Bureau and woulal ~ I 

i: ~~t:'l'iiiiCSllbject the Bureau to co~able emA>In'fassment and criticism. . ./ : 
f• Olav1ii- ~~ W\<L-.~ "-...J . ~ / 
~: :f~~~:=: £C\.ASS1FIED 1'f&.. .~ · . • •T• . . l{ b :._;~ ~_1:.~ ;:_ .. : __ :_. - .v ·· 
r, Tracy-- DQM rl..,./.ft::.~ • ., .. ,_ •• ._,~ .NOT H"ECORDE D _., to..\> 
t. Egan , , "t .,, • . ~ . . ~ -. \"'\~ · 

I
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.. • Kohr -- --· ~ · · "~ a"{.·)· 
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I desire to call to your a,tt.ention the imperaUve necessity of 

abiding very carefully by Bureau instructions concerning the development 
of informants and that in initial contacts with anyone considered as a 
possible informant no information be discussed tending toward the develop
ment of security information. In other words, before potential inform
ants are approached along those lines, their backgrounds and complete 
information concerning them should first be obtained so that an adequate 
knowledge concerning the reliability of the person being considered will 
be definitely known before an approach to obtain security information 

• is made. 

It is imperative that Speci~.l Agents in Charge carefully super
vise the work of Special Agents in the development of informants to defi
nitely eliminate the possibility of the Bureau using irresponsible p&rsons 
as informants in e,ny capacity or in ~:my degree. As a general proposition, 
I consider it highly undesirable to use students as informants in view of 
their immaturity and their general lack of appreciation of the problems with 
which the Bureau is confronted. As you have been previously instructed, 
before any individual, and this, of course, would apply particularly to 
students, is approached with the idea in mind of developing into a con
fidential informant for the purpose of obtaining security information, 
complete background data should be obtained and such data transmitted to the 
Bureau. 

I desire that you very car'efully scrutinize the informant program 
as it exists in your division to be certain that the Special Agents are ad
hering very carefully to the requirements of the Bureau with respect to 
the development of informants. Special Agents assigned to your office should 
be cautioned concerning the careless discussion with individuals of security 
matters as was indicated in this case so that there can be no basis for a 
charge being leveled at the Bureau of indiscriminate development of in(ormants 
in all walks of life with respect to security matters. As can be seen from 
the instance cited, if our Agents are not discreet in their contacts, irrepa
rable damage can be dona and great embarrassment will accrue to the Bureau. 
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Very truly yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


