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0]7'206 Memar dzmz e UNITED STA'QS GOVERNMENT
TO : ,CTOR, FBI - pate: November 18, 19L7

| Mj HOTTEL, SAC, WASHINGTON FIEID |

SUBJECT:

COGoG

On October \ onfidential 1nfomant| |of this
office, advised tha m | the
subject of Vashington Field Office file 100-17709, and told him that she

was not known td_______ put that a friend of hers had suggested that she
him, She stated that she was in a serious situation and when
asked her what the trouble was, she saild that her husband had been
questioned for two days by the Secret Service. She told[  |she would
have contacted him sooner but ahﬁ.d;nnt realize what was going on and
she requested thet he help her, indicated that he would handle

the matter,
_The files of the Washington Field Office indica’Ml::
had previously been reported to this offic i
a stenographer in the Treasury Department, merely said

s a Jewish economist who constantly reads Russian propaganda
in the office, and indicated that she thought him to be a Communist,

On November 3, 1947, Special Agent VINCENT W. HUGHES of this

office contacted Agent TOM KELLY, Secret Service, Treasu ent,

and inquired about any information that he had concerning It
was not disclosed to Mr, KEILY that information had been received concern-

ing this matter through informan | Agent KELLY advised that his

a personnel investigation within the last few weeks of

ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂd that during the course of their investigation they had
rmation to make them believe that he may be a Communist,

Accordingly, he had been interrogated by Agents of the Secret Service and
admitted to them that he had been a member of the Cormunist Party for a

peri two months, Mr. KELLY advised that there was no indication
that had ever engaged in. activities, He further
stat copies of the report wm in the process of being
typed at the present time and would wrned over to the FBI within a

period of a few weeks,
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‘Tt is believed that the ebove set of facts constitute a good
possibility of developinq s a confidential informant who
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could be used as a source of information in the Communist Party government
group in Washington, and particularly for those members of the Party in
the Treasury Department,
It would be necessary to take the following steps in order to
develop this individual,
1, The Treasury Department, and in particular, the Secret
Service would have to be contacted and have 1t explained
to ¢ this office desires to do in connection
with| nanmely, that they would like to use him - b0

2.

for the purpose of cbtaining further information concern=-
ing Comunist Party members in the Government, It would
be necessary to obtain from the Treasury Department an
agreement that they would not discharg until this
office has had an opportunity to develop as an infor-
mant, It should be pointed out here that at the time Mr,

KELLY of the Secret Service was c e stated that
as a result of their investigation would undoubt— -
Depa

‘edly be discharged fram the Treasury ent by one

means or another,

After having obtained the above agreement from the
Treasury Agents of this office would have

to contact irectly and presant to him the

fact that his s ces with the Government will undoubt-
edly be terminated because of his Communist background
unless he evinces additiona). cooperation with the Govern-
ment, by which we mean that he will have to go into
great detail as to all of his past, and in particular
his present activities with the Communist Party, and
further that he must activate himself, providing he is
not presently active, in the Communist Party govermment
group for the purpose of informming interested Govermnment
Agencies, It is considered likely that the threat of
econamic hardship to himself, his wife and his :QE?

by the loss of his job will go far in encourag

to cooperate with this office, *

3#* 3 3 # 3 3 #

This case_further presents a pattern that may be well to consider
~ in the overall loyalty program in obtaining information concerning Communists
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operating in the many government agencies by developing an informant in

each of the government agencies for the purpose of expoaing other Communists,
The davelopment of these informants mey be materially assisted by the
knowledge that they will lose their jobs upon their failure to cooperate,

The Bureauts views are being requested on the above proposition
for developing informants by this method in connection with loyalty invesgi~
gations, and the Bureau is being specifically requested as to whether or
not affirmative stepa should be taken in the case o to
develop him as a confidential informant. An early reply on s matter
would be appreciated in view of the fact that it is 1:Lkels|:I will
be discharged at any time,
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{'{2"”’-"—‘“‘*”“ Decenber 6, 1947
l& No. 2 . s
. 3% ‘SAq ALBANY 'DENVER MILWAUKEE :RICHMOND
g ANCHORAGE  DETROIT MOBILE ST. 'LOUIS
\\ﬁ ATLANTA EL ‘PASO 'NEWARK ST. PAUL
\ﬁ< BALTIMORE "HONOLULU NEW HAVEN SALT LAKE CITY
\ BIRMINGHAM  HOUSTON NEW ORLEANS SAN ANTONIO
t) BOSTON INDIANAPOLIS NEW YOBRK "SAN DIEGO
*3 \\\ -BUFFALO KANSAS CITY "NORFOLK SAN 'FRANCISCO
it R BUTTE KNOXVILLE OKLAHOMA'CITY  SAN. JUAN
i‘ L CHARLOTTE ‘LITTLE ROCK OMAHA SAVANNAH
\ \\ CHICAGO LOS .ANGELES -PHILADELPHIA SEATTLE.
\3 g\B CINCINNATI [LOUISYILLE "PHOENIX SPRINGFIELD
i CLEVELAND MEMFPHIS’ .PITTSBURGH WASHINGTON, D. :C.
!ﬂ‘ ‘Qj ‘DALLAS MIAMI PORTLAND QUANTICO
Y
Yy . (A) LABOR’'MANAGEMENT RELATIONS ACT 1947 -- It has come to the Bureau’s at-
; »: tention that certain individuals who are union officials, Communist Party
N '\, Rembers and informants for the Bureau in infiltration of labor organization
. N ' cases, have been placed in'a delicate position by virtue of 'Section-101, Sub-
.. “section 9 (h), of the Labor-Management Relations Act 1947. 'This Section res
. 4% quires that certain union officials must file an affidavit with .the National
“. '~ 'Labor Relations Board stating they are not members of the Communist.Party,
g% iia affiliated with the Communist Party or affiliated with any other-organization
X % which advocates the overthrow-of 'this Governmwent by force or other illegal
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means. In certain cases informants who-are officials of a predominantly anti-
Communist -union, have by :virtue of ‘this Section been faced with the alterna-
tive of not filing ‘the affidavit and risking the loss of their union positions
or ‘filing a fraudulent affidavit.

The Bureau, of course, will not-and: cannot authorize any informant
to file a fraudulent affidavit. ‘At the.same time it is recognized that good
informants 4n Jabor infiltration.cases are of great importarce to ‘the Bureau.
It ‘is also recognized that they are difficult to develop. It is anticipated
that certain of these informants, when confronted by -this dilemma, will re-
quest Bureau assistance ‘10 :resolve ‘their difficulties. It is-believed that
‘certain of ‘the informants will base -their plea .for assistance on the grounds
that they joined the Communist -Party to increase their value.as .informants
for -the Bureau. While it is realized that ‘these ‘informants joined the Party
on their own volition, such an-allegation on their part could result in em-
barrassment :for ‘the Bureau.
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“% Should thes® informants be instructed -to reghive their difficulties
nder this Section of the Act as they see fit, it will undoubtedly result in
several disgruntled informants who no longer wish to cooperate with the Bu-
reau.,

A possible solution to this problem has been suggested by informa-
tion recently received concerning -‘the action contemplated by certain Coxmu-
nist Party members who are also officials of a major CIO union. It has been
reported that these individuals, with the knowledge and the consent of the
Party, intend to subnit their resignations as Party members and 'to comply
with the provisions of Section 101, Subsection 9 (h) of this Act. The Comxu-
nist Party, in at least one 'section.of the country, has indicated that it
recognizes the purpose. behind ‘these resignations as.prompted by reasons of
security and to enable these individuals to comply with ‘the provisions of the
-Labor Managexent Relations Act 1947.

It is suggested, therefore, that if an informant such as. described
above, requests advice of a Bureau Divzsion as ‘$0 what action he take with
reference to filing a. non<Communist affidavit under this. Statute, the action
contemplated by the Party.and union-officials .in the case mentioned above
night be outlined to .the informant. This informant could then determine- the
course of action he riintends to followf In the event he chooses to resign
from the Party and the Party recognizes that ‘hig resignation is prompted by
Security reasons/and to comply with :the provisions of the Labor Management
Relations Act 1947, his.éffectiveness as an informant will not be impaired. -

Under no circumstances :should you instruct such an informant to
adopt this.procedure, ‘but rather should it be left for ‘him to.determine the
course of action he will ‘pursue with reference to this prodblem. No assurance
should be given to any informant, either expressed or ‘implied, that he'may
file a fraudulent affidavit with ‘the consent of the Bureau.

In ‘the event an informant of your office 'requests advice as to the
‘procedure he should follow under this-Section of the Act, you should advise
the Bureau immediately of his contact and ‘the ultimate disposition of his
problen. ‘
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‘ TO Director, FBI.. | DATE: 1/16/48
l é FROM {f SAC, New York. P
. suBJECT: ©  CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

[}

!@) Jlndiagy

ON AMBRICAN VESSELS
INTERNAL SZCURITY - R

Re Los Angéles letter 12/22/47,

“The indices.of this office reflect no record on
RUC.,
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Oﬁice Memomndﬂm UNITED STATES' GOVERNMENT

msiy

TO

DIRECTOR, FBI DATE:  pecember 31,, 1947

A {m FORATONCONTANED
' AT 8 ERSASSIED. o
T o BATE _=s0-8(_BY 28450

me {Fo

rence 1s made to my letter of December 9, 1947 .entitled
NATIONAL STOLEN PROPERTY ACT", which was directed to the.

f YorpOffica with o copy to Chicego for their information in .the case

Eitle Et Al, NATIONAL STOLEN PROPZRTY ACI".. A copy of

B referenced letter is being enclosed herewith for the information of

- Bureau end ‘the SACS at Miami and Philadelphia, and for the attention

kssistent Director BE. J. CONNELLEY.at Chicago,. in view of the fact that

pay not have previously seen this: cormmumication.

; There is also attached hereto for the.information of all offices oo |
eiving this letter a copy of the New York reply letter dated December 20, ;"‘_& v
V.7 entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Theft of Approximately $31,105 in Watches TN

d Rings, March 14, 1947, New York City, Uris Sales Corporation, Victin, Pt )
TIONAL . STOLEN PROP“RTY ACT“ 'In this connection, it is to be noted that N Ve
[ |is a former bootlegger and has:also -engaged in the extensive "=y bTD
eddling of counterfeit gasoline ration stamps during the past war. He e

e.s oxtensive criminal connections in various sections-of the country, -end NS
jas on a numbex'\of occasions within the past year furnished reliable information ~9
o this office'c o&:ﬁning ‘matters coming within our jurisdiction. ‘N

; This indi¥idual has only been arrested in - Atlantic City on April 13,
W1943 on“a. gas ration coupon charge for removal to Baltimore, but the cass
‘was understood to have later been nolle prossed.

' DEWRDING '
‘has today advised’ Speoial Agent MAURICE Do duBOIS of thi

- office that he is willing to act as a con his Bureau

in endeavoring to obtain' information fro and others

who are engaged in criminal activities that will be of interest %o this

‘Bureau. It is believed very likely.that he may be able to develop very

perti*xent information concerning large jewelry thefts. and interstate transportations
of same, if given an opportunity to act as a confidential informant of this €
Bureau in Philadelphia, New York City and Miaxmi. R

7l

@7%

/V-ﬂf?}v ) In this-connection, it is to be noted ‘that| is only willing [/q S
1 to function. on a 'strictly confidential basis and only:if pald adequately ;ﬁ“ \'S
p cover his expenses and,slight emount extra. Itis to be noted also in thi¥ HJY

connection that he is presenfsly reoovering from a diabetes condition which
had ‘incapacitated him recently’ a:n0 ble to travel wherever it

is necessary. He has indioa? tfxat‘ and his group are
to be very extensive traffickdfs in Sjolen jewelry and: are allege o
to: have conneotions in Los Angeldd, %»Mil@raukee, .St Louis and d, s ditdo é-{ﬁz
(\ to Chicago, Xllin ff&‘ -.,,5 ’ e
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' Director;, FBI , Decenber 31, 1947
;;‘ . !
, 3% It Is furtherzmore to be noted that the tolephone number listed
“Jn f December 9, 1947 mentioned above is the telephone number -
bopop end is actually Michigan 4-1918. . according

o this informant is presently i1l in a hospital, probably in. Philadelphia,
and will be confined there for a period of about one week.

}
I In view of the fact that the Miami season is just beginning _
' {iend. the . probability that reliable confidential informants in the criminal
¥ field are necessary dowmn there, it.is desired that the Bureau and.
f .. interested offices advise whether the services of this informant are
¥ , desired. as noted :above, and if, so, what .arrangements. can be made with
'€ ﬁ him concerning his remumneration.. It Isibelieved that this informant
: is well qualified  to be of'value: to this Bureaw end will be. anxious
to furnish information that.will enable the. Buresu to make some good

) ,7{"-:3‘,"’“ cases. It is desired .that an early answer ishedin .connectionp.
w Fop with this matter as it is anticipated that. will. be pressing for

' an- early reply as to whether his. services ars: red . by this Bureau.,

7
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ccs Chicago, Attention: Asst. Director B. J.. CONNELLEY (Enc.)

! New York (Enc. ;

. Miamt (Eklco
Philadelphia (Enc.)

Baltimore File 87-0-231
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(C) COMMUNIST PARTY, USA; CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS == The Communist Party
: 18 instituting a drive to obtain $1,000,000.00 which requires pledges equiv-
alent to two weeks pay from each member, This iijizzfaatest attempt by the

Communist Party to obtain money from -its members.

‘Informants who are rank and file members, when requested to make a
donation, should not immediately acquiesce and pay the stipulated amount but
should attempt to have the amount of the pledge reduced on ‘the plea of neces-
gity, personal reasons, poverty, or othprwise. In attempting to reduce any
request, the informants may use the excuse of personal obligations, low income,
rent, ot cetera to,indicate to the Party ‘that the demand upon them by -the
Party is excessive ,(zfj

Informants who have an official status in the Party will, of coursegg;
nd *

have to donate or pledge a sum larger -than the amount requested of a rank a

f£ile member but any informant on such a higher level should also question, if

possible, the amount of his pledge and not -immediately hand any money
CLASSIFIED AND -
EXTEHCED BY.
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o> T
: "In any -event, all informants should attempt to pay any donation or pledge
arinstallment basis.and -in such a manner as .to alleviate- any possible- suSpi ion,

E

No blanket authority is being given by the Bureau to pay the donations
requested by the Party of our .informants. .Each.office should -advise 'the Bureau
‘by-teletype of ‘the sum demanded of each informant, the.action taken by~ the. g
informant to reduce the amount, reaction by the Party to the protests of the" /M
informant, your recommendation in each ‘instance and ‘the reason-therefor.
Consideration.will then be given 'by -the Bureau to reimbursement of each
informant and you will ‘be advised by teletype. In offices having many in-
‘formants, if possible, one teletype should be dispatched to the Bureau setting
forth the required information.on each ‘informwant. However, if a decision in

' regard -to a.particular informant is desired immediately, -it is not necessary
./ ‘to accumulate data on all informants in gagh o ice but a teletype .for the

’ ‘particular individual may be aispatchedligi(/ Lf)

A } 5

Very: truly yours,

o T Meqvel

f . "~ John Edgar Hoover
o Director

‘Attachnent for (B)

‘SAC LETTER NO. 5 '
Series 1948
1-13-48




~ connection with the Communist Party, Socialist Workers Party, Workers
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TO : B, A, TAMM DATE: January 10, 1948

oz,,&i %H/OWW.;D;__

Information which has been, furnished’ byI infomants in

FROM .: D, M, LADD

SUBJECT: INFORMANTS

Party and'Socialist Labor Party has'in the past generally- concerned
Party memberships,. Party meetings, the: identities of those attending these
meetings, social activities and the movement or transfer of members.,

Inasmuch as these groups all’ have revolutionary aims:and purp t
is felt that at this time it would be highly desirable for the ‘$ndividua )
informants to be contacted and requested to make records of any stitements which wouldZ
show-that it is the intent-of the Party or Party member to overthrow the Govern-
ment by force and violence. Any militant or revolutionary' statement should be
accurately recorded and furnished to this Bureau in a manner which would allow it ¢
to be used for possible evidentiary _purposes. .

In this connectioh informants should also be instructed to obtain
and properly identify Party literature which includes information. conceming the
militant and revolutionary nature of the Party concerned. l‘
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MR, Eo A. TAMM 3/26/48 #
DIRECTOK , |
& ¢ g : S g t <, ‘ e ‘

The following suggestion has been submitted to me by an employee l
of the Bureau and I should like ‘to have 4%t receive appropriate consideration:

[
4

Concerning the Loyalty Program it occurred to me that it might not
be a bad idea for all Field Divisions t0 undertake a review of the Commle
cases with the objective in view of uncovering the identity of former p arty
members who have broken with the Party so that their names and addresses ¢an
be listed in the Informant or Source of Information Box in each office, As
you know many former members of the Commnist Party have completely broken
'with 'the Party and are cooperative in furnishing information about their previous
associat~s inthe Party, This review would be most helpful in making availabls
for Agents who have not handled Commie cases reliable available sources of ine
formation., Hidden somewhere in a great many Commie files will be the identity
of these people. A vard could be prepared on each of these people showing
his complete name, present address, tha mame of the branch of the Party he was
affiliated with and the date he joined and left the Party. I think that this
Loyalty 'Propgram is the most important activisiy of the Bureau and because 4t
is so important we should handle these zasés with preat diligence and thorough-
ness. A deadline for handlino these reviews might likewise be set. To have
these readily avallable sources of information will make for tha mora expeditious
and afficisnt handling of these cases.
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@ﬁice Memamndum e 'UNITED .STATES :GOVERNMENT

TO" H .Do M.. LADD % _DATE: Febmafy 5) .1948

rsl !
" B 0 SASSE
suBjEcT: SUGGESTIAS TJWEW‘

POSSIBLE SOURCES OF INFORMATIO cé& W A-2.
10YALTY PROCRAY "OATE OF BLAIE

~  DECLASSIFICAYIO

. Reference is rade to the memorandum froxm the Director to }(‘1‘;‘:535'——— e,
e Bo Ao Tapm . dated Janvary 26, 1948, in regard to a s gestion by ——————
4 Bareau,exployee that.all Field pivision undertake Saview of Corrmunist
cases ‘to vncover the identity of disaffected Party Herbers An. oxrder that
their hands-and addresses can be listed.in ‘the informant or source of
‘inforrzation box in each Office.. The basis. for this ‘review allegedly is that
¢ ‘former pembers are cooperative in furnishing inforzatien about ‘their
: £ previous associates in the Party and this review would be helpful in making
. f available for Agents who ‘have not handled Commmist cases.reliable available
i\§ sources-of information. The suggestion further provides for a card to be

g prepared.on each of these individuals showing complete nare, present address,
;s g naze of the branch of the Party with which he was-affiliated, and-the date

FROM : J. P. COYN}

he joined and left the Party. It was further suggested that a deadline be

set for handling these reviews. By .having these sources of information

readily available, -the Loyalty cases.could be, .,ore expeditiously and efficiently
handled. / \AA./L an W

It is noﬁ%ﬁ his suggestign Wé followed for '

these ‘xeasons:
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1. The “E‘J.eld -is already burdened with a considexable azount of
work and ‘to request a file review of all Cormunist cases would not
be ‘worth the effort for the purposes indicated-above. The fact
gD dndividual bhas broken from ‘the Party does.not per se make
LL;;J: g?ﬁg&gg’; mfomant paterial.. The Field is aware of ‘the possibilities-
. 1 volved in contacting disaffected merbers of the Communist Party:

~E§g§;:ums MW vijdenced every'day on the informant desk. Through live
02 SF. o ) i f Zants and technical and microphone surveillances and trash
‘ 4] covers, et cetera, it can be safely said ‘that every Office is
! & aware of ‘the absolute necesgity of contacting every available
S < &8 source -of information’to further our Comzmunist investigations.
N S8 One of the prircipal ‘sources of possible oma.nts has ‘been and
3:1 g' 2 still is d;safrected Pdrty mexbers. /@(( el
' N
ORY Z’ . Requests coze in!‘from -‘hhe']{s‘).eld every day for Bureaun pemission
oS ;’.“‘ to interview renbers of the .Party who bave shown a.-lack of interest
X fm or who have quit outright. Further, .these diséffected Party members
T¥vuF have not proven to be . as good sou‘rﬁcé(; Bf /inforzation as one would
R think. They are for the most pa y:3 ng /u.e ::.embers who do,no
know anything of value,. who: ha.v iﬁd{r /3
service ‘to the Party and have ;‘allen thiys

5
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‘have stressed-’the necessity of maintaining informant indices(
4in.a. current and workable manner., To do 80, each informent.

o

of individual have not been proven very productive. It .has been

possible to obtain informants -in this manner but-not in-.a sufficient
number or quality ‘to warrant a wholesale review of all Communist

files in the Field.

1]
A

2. As stated above,, it does not appear that ‘the results of this

tremendous project will be worth the ‘effort and inaddition -the-

flat statement that these disaffected Party members are cooperative
r2y be disputed. In:some cases the disaffected Party member will talk
btut, as previously stated, his information is of little value.and it
has been found that a good many will not talk.at alls

3. In connection with. the suggestion,. it is averred that hidden
sozewhere in.a great.many Commnist files will be the identity of .

‘these.disaffected Party members. It may be that ‘these nares are
‘hidden in files without having received.any attention but the
Field has been 'told ‘time.and time.again of ‘the necessity ‘to

obtain and:maintain inforrants-and since disaffected Party members

‘have been a lucrative -source, ‘the hiding away of any potential

informants would indicate a lack of supervision by the SAC in ‘the
handling of Communist matters.

4. The listing in -an ‘index, as ‘suggested, of ‘the disaffected
Party mexbers for ready reference.of all Agents:not familiar
with Commmnist activitiesis, in -the first .place, .a violaticon
of present Bureau instructions. It is incumbent upon the -Field

‘before contacting any individuzl as-an informant on Communist

zatters to make a discreet background check which must be .furnished

‘to the ‘Bureau .for.additional file search.here and consideration

by the Bureau as to the-advisability of making a contact. 1This
suggestion would overlook all this preliminary work and have any
Agent.not conversant ‘with.Communist matters indiscriminately

contacting individuals:as ‘possible :informants on Conzunist matters.

5. Sebting up this dndex 4in connection with the suggestion
appears to be another burden on the Field and it has Dbeen found
that the use of indices is over done. It is not felt, therefore,
that another index, such.as proposed,. should be set up for possible

-sources of :.nformtion Just for this one particular purpose.. The

inspectors inl ‘their dnspections of the Field offices and also
the Seat of Government *in ‘the handling of the informant problem

3 -




be carefully selected before his name is placed into the

Andex. To haphazardly put a lot of names in a special index

‘on informants would mean the setting up of another index ‘to

cross reference ‘these informants on the Loyalty Progran with ,

the xmain index on confidential informants. Considerable confusion
can result.. )

RECOMIENDATIONS

‘ The Field has been instructed xany ‘tires and is carefully followed
in 4ndividual Informant matters to be on the lookout'to obtain and maintain
informants, contacts, and sources of information not only on Commnist

zatters but on all of our investigative work. It is not believed desirable

‘to initiate a project at‘this time, 'in view of our personnel situvation,
which would require a review of all Comrmnist cases in all Field Offices
for disagfected Party members withthe vague hope ‘that some of them may be

.able to furnish some inforzation on-Communism. It is not believed

desirable to set up apother index which would consist of a lot of nazes
witbout ‘taking into consideration -the necessity of properly evaluating the
zerits of a contact ‘with any of these persons. Tt is, therefore, suggested
that no action be taken with regard to -the suggestion 4n referenced
mexoranduzm.
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TO

FROM :  EXECUTIVE CONFER

f} 1411 pb“”"”( ff/: "l*
(REVIEW/ALL CP FILES FOR @

| SUBJECT:  SUGGESTION

RN POSSIB CES OF INFORMATION ON
| LOYALTY PROGRAM
i o
fke f}
‘«*\;
N

At a meeting of the Executive Conference on February 9,

| 1948, attended by Messrs. Tolson, Tamm, Tracy, Glavin, Harbo, Mohr,
“ + Clegg, Mchols, Rosen, N

d Fletcher, a suggestion which had been

made to you to .review a)r%ommw@:{smes, in the various field
. offices for possible sources of information.was discusseds The suggestion
was to instruct all field offices to undertake a review of Communist cases
1‘) \to uncover the identity of disaffected Party mebers in order that their

TXynames and addresses could be listed in the informant or source box in each
r\\f) \ﬁ office.

‘ i It was unanimously agreed that this suggestion should not be
Ny %\ presently followed for these reasons:
4

¢
\? \ 1, The field has from time to time been specifically instructed
3\?\ to be alert to the possibilities.of the development of
) \‘L ! informants and sources of information on Communist matters, -
g :
o N 2. The suggestion would ‘impose -a considerable burden on the / -
SN ; field offices to assign some of. their personnel to what T
‘f\ : constitutes actually a projects
5 S
AE\:‘ 3, It would create.another .'mdex of the Bureau field offices ,
e ) of unknown value,.
A

o 4e The correspondence from the field clearly indicates that
>~ N they are alert to taking advantage of disaffections as
= \ they become known on a. current basis. |
’ y ', 1

) ' espectfully,
ALLIFORRT 08 oo &7’ . B i conk

o ! . For the Conference -
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X 'COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, DISTRICT FOUR. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS. i3,z

H RE SA R FIVE, JANUARY THIRTEEN LAST.%ONFIDEN'I/'IAL INFORMAN [ —1
27 iWAS REQUESTED FOR ONE WEEKS SALARY. 'WHICH WOULD AMOUNT “T0] ‘
s HE ADVISED CP OF HIGH TAXES, HIGH MEDICAL AND PERSONAL EXPENSES

HE FINALLY AGREED TO PAY IN INSTALLMENTS DURING FEBRUARY. \

THIS PLEDGE WAS ACCEPTED RELUCTANTLY BY CP. IT IS RECOMMENDED “THAT AUTH- ]

~~ORITY BE GRANTED TO GIVE INFORMANT THE SUM OF IN ORDER TO

=1

MAINTAIN HIS POSITION IN THE GOO

. IFIED BY m
4 —g.ElEL_Aéiéﬁ. Srq o S ya D ; 1%
CON'FIDENTIAL INFORMANT PLEDG€D| |, THE LOWEST A\

AMOUNT PLEDGED BY ANY OF THE OTHERS |
PLEDGING FROM TWENTYFIVE TO THIRTYFIVE DOLLARS.,' mrorzmm “USED THE EXCUSER
1) OF LOW INCOME AND PERSONAL OBLIGATIONS FOR THE LOWER AMOUNT OF HIS PLEDGE.
THE PLEDGE WAS ACCEPTED WITH. THE REQUEST THAT INFORMANT INCREASE SAME mi/
7u.

THE EVENT HE FOUND THAT. HE COULD DO SO. INFORMANT HAS 'NOT PLAID ANY OF

DIN_/

o

HIS PLEDGE TO DATE AND CONTEMPLATES PAYING BUT HALF OF SAME. THIS OFFICE 8

RECOMMENDS THAT THE SUM OF BE AUTHORIZED FOR THIS ‘INFORMANT _g
W e P

ron, ALTHOUGH HE IS A NEW MEMBER OF THE PARTY, HE HAS BEEN ATTENDING né

"INDEXED 95”. g

=2

T Ofm/{;&.vt;;f K«Zm;ﬁ

AND WAS ELECTE)
P = T i

J FEBRUARY NINE LAST. THIS AMOUNT IS RECOMMENXERI%M10ADER FOR IN-

% FORMANT TO MAINTAIN Me#ee& HIS POSITION TN THE &R% AND TO Av%?m

NTIAL
CRITICISM OR SUSPICION OF HIS ACTIVITIES. 'IT SHOULD BE BORNE IN MI[ &A‘) ‘
R "‘_}'\s s i",

2>
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THAT THIS INFORMANT .IS PRESENTLY BEING PAID AT THE RAQQ

THIS BE INCREASED TO TEN DOLLARS '‘PER WEEK. ™ M)

»

:}éONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT s WHO SUPPLIES MATERIAL FROM

HOWEVER,. A RECOMMENDATION IS BEING FORWARDED TO FHE BUREAU THAT

b7D

COMMUNIST PARTY HEADQUARTERS TO THIS OFFICE,. CURRENTLY

HIS ‘PARTY'INTENDS TO RESUME PAYING INFORMANT WHEN FIN-:
'‘ANCES IMPROVE. NO RECOMMENDATION FORs/REIMBURSEMENT OF CI |

Ps BEING MADE AT THIS TIME ééﬂ’

WITHOUT BEING PAID BY THE PARTY. LOCAL COMMUNIST PARTY FUN-
CTIONARIES HAVE INDICATED THAT THIS WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED IN LIEU OF:A
MONETARY CONTRIBUTION SINCE INFORMANT HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID BY THEM F(R

b7D

TX%ONFIDENTIALINFORMANT PLEDGE TWELVE DOLLARS: TO THE FUND
DRIVE. HE WAS REQUESTED TO GIVE A WEEKS SALARY OF FORTY DOLLARS WHICH HE

'‘ADVISED HE COULD NOT DO INASMUCH' AS HE HAS ﬁ%ENTLY'HADEHOSPITALJBILLS FOR

BOTH ‘DUE TO THESE 'CIRCUMSTANCES THE PARTY
AGREED TO ACCEPT THIS REDUCED AMOUNT AND REQUESTED THAT HE INCREASE THE
AMOUNT IF HE FOUND. THAT HE AS ABLE TO DO SO. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE ”

FULL AMOUNT OF :BEJAUTHORIZED BY THE BUREAU FOR THIS INFOR-
MANT-INASMUCH AS HE IS ?INANCIALEXtUNABLE TO PAY THIS AMOUNT OF MONEY,
AND BEING. A PARTY MEMBER FOR THE PAST SEVE(AL YEARS, HE WILL BE EXPECTED

TO FURNISH AT LEAST
'HALLFORD

CQN NT! At

BARGS6 WA
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T0 T Mr. Tolson DATt TFebruary 5, 1948
FROM ¢ W, He Glavin

SI'BJTCT:  [NFAVORABLY PUBLICITY APREAKING
IN THT "DAILY XOWAN" ON JANUARY
23, 2L, and 25th, 1948, CAPTIONED
"THE GESTAPO COMMS T0 IOWA CITY."

. heference is made %o iy, Edwards! memorsndum to me of Fsbruary L, 1948,
concerning the a bove-nunitioned matter. Wiith reference to the Dirsctor's inquiry
noted on the memorandum in question concerning Bureau instructions which have
been issued 4n connection with=sahool contacts, I am attaching hereto a copy of
SAC Lettor Numbor 152, Serles 1947, dated November 2k, 1947, pertaining to the
dovelopment of informanis, This communication was forwarded to all field offices. )
T4 will ba noted that the first paragraph of the communication discusses a situa=- b
tion which recently developed whorein a college student, during a discussion with W
a Special Agent of the Bureau, was asked 1f thern were any 'subversive organiza- o
tions on the campus of the college. The bulletin goee on to point out that the
student was irresponsidle, had a detective complex and subsequently discussed T
this matter with a professor of the college in such a manner as %o ;lve the L
dmpression that he was being utilized as an undercover operative by the +BI to S
report actions and expressions of the faculiy and studonts concernins Communist ‘A .
activities, L

i e r,§ '
The communication further poinis out that 4% should be very obviocus to Wy
all S/Cs that such a program on the part of the Bursau to indiscriminately E
develbp\,’in{grmants among ¢ollega students in the manner indicated-would roflect s
on the Bureau and would subject the Bureau to tonsideralile embarrassment and

criticism. The hulletin, in two parapgraphs, stat:g as follows:

a7

ORIGINAL COFY FILED IN .

11 desire to ¢all to your attention the imperative
necessity of ablding very carefully by Bur au instruotions
concerning the development of informants and that 4n initial
cmtacts with anyone considered as a possidls informant no
information bo discussed tending toward thg development of
security information. In other words, before potential inform-
ants are approached along those lines, their dackgrounds and
complete information concerning them should first be obtained
80 that an adequate knowledge concerning the reliability ;
of the person being considered will be definitely known .
‘before an approach to obitain securiiy information is made. g

"It s imperative that Spedial Agents in Chargs
carefully supervise the work of Special Agents in the davelop- '
ment of informants to definiiely eliminate the possibility

ALLINFORATION CONTAINED.,., ]
HRENIS GRELASSRED. " o | g O
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UFMORANDUM FQR MR, TOLSON

of the Bureau using irresponsible persons as informanis in
any capaciiy or in any degree. As a gensral proposition,
I consider it highly undesirable to use+students as informants
} in view of their immaturity and thelyr geéneral lack of appre=-
ciation of the prollems with which 4he Bureau is confronted.
| As you have been previously instructed, before any individual,
and this, of course, would apply particularly to students, is
approached with the idea in mind of daveloping into & con=
fidential informant for the purpose of obtaining sscurity
dnformation, complete backoround data should be obtained and
such data transmit¢ted to the Bureau."

In the preseni casa, 1% is not felt that thers was any attempt to develop
an informant at the University of Iowa, A check on the American Youth for Demooracy
branch at the 'miversity of Iowa was a regular chack made to keep abreast of the
activities of the orwanizations on tha campus., It was known to the Speecial Arent
and *5 the Avent in Charge at Omaha that the "Daily Iowan, " 8 campus newspaper,
had a rurning morsue on this orpanization. The Special Apont, in making his con-
tact, made 1t for tha sole purposs of reviewinrs the newspaper morcue and for nothing
further. Had ha not reviewed the information {in the newspaper morpue and 1if he
were %o handle this assignment 4o brinp the files of the ™Miaha Office on this
particular chapter of the American Youth for Democracy or-anization up to dats,
1t would hava been necessary for him to make personal inquiries on and, possitly, off
of the campus whioh inquiries may have resulted in a greater embarrassment to the
Bureau., The only aliernative would be %o make no injuiries whatsoever, since it is
oentirely possible that anyona on the campus, a professor, another official, »r
another individual, might publicize such inquiries made of him. L

Wo had used this moriue before when another individual was the reporter

| contact. Before our Special Agent oontacted kr., Henry, the present reporter who

| took our former contaai's place, he chaecked the reliability of Henry with the Chief
of Police of Jowa City, a National Academy Graduste, and with the Public Lelations
Direotor at the University, both of w om okayed the Apent!s contaciing Henry, stat-
ing that he was a smart, dependable young reporter.

Tt 43 not felt thal eithsr SAC Dalion of the Omaha Division or SA
Ambrose Micholas Strittmatter, ihe Spaclal Acent who handled this ingquiry, violated
Bur iau instructions contained in the SAC letter of November 2k, 1947,

Tha ngecutives Confersnce consisting of Messrs. Tolann, Tamm, (lavin,
Traoy, Harbo, Rosen, Clern, Fletchor, Neaso, MoCuire and Mohr o.nsidared the reneral
ovarall problem as prasented in connection with the covera-e of Communist Party
and Communist front group activities on the campusss of collazas and universities,




4y A
H
*
* i
B 4 %
H A 1
. L

It was the opinion of the Conference that the “peoial Agent who conducted
tha investiration on the campus of lowa Univorsity nad used good Judgment in making
a preliminary con*sot baforae endeavoring to raview the newspsper morgue of the
"Daily Iowan," The Conferance considercd the advisability of discontinuing entirely
our covarage of Commnist Party and Communist Party front organization activities
on ¢ollege and university campuses with the though% in mind that such oontacts would
generally result in criticlem being leveled at the Bureau and that the activities
of such organizations could bs followad on a national scale without endeavoring to
try to identify the leaders on the various campuses and the individuals actively i
participating in such subversive groups, The American Youphifer Daomogracy, of ‘
goursa, 18 the most active group in walch wa are interested on 4 natlon-wide basis
but tnero are other zroups, for instance the American Veterans Committos, whioh is
activa on some campuses and which has been successfully penetrated by the Communists.

i

kre Ts As Tama polnted out that 0-2 of the Aruy was very wmuch interasted
in the Communisgt Party and Communist front proup aciivities on the varlous campusos
of oolleges and universities for the reason that there :xre reserve components of the
Army on many of the campuses and the Army consequently would be interested in
know. i whether any of thelr redgerve officers are actively ongaging in subversive
activities, Mr. Temm also pointed out that in many of the colleges there are a
nuwbar of regserve officers who are students and the Army 18 likewise interested
in following their activities as a general proposition, likewise on some campuses
thera aro gertain secret installations and projects undertaken for the branches of
the armed forces and on these campuses it would be desirable Yo know the type of
subversive activity being conduoted not only as to faculty meambers but also as to
the Army trying to obtain coverage on the variou# college and university campuses in
conneotion with subversive activities awong students, Mr, Tamm felt, therefore,
that we could not at this time logloally discontinue our nationel coverage of the
Communist Pariy and Communist front groups on the campuses of unjversitles and ooIlegqs.‘

M¥essrs, Tolson, Tamm, Harbo, Rogen, Clepg, Neass and lohr recommend the
following program for coverags on college and university campuses with respect to
Communist Party and Communist {ront activities:

1, No contaot be made with students.

2. Contacts on %he cimnuses be restirioted to established, reliable
collese and university ofiiocials.

3. OSpecial Apentuy conduoiing such investigations preferably rely on
non-student, outside reliable sources.

Lo Investigating Agents endeavor to obtain disoresily coples of school
papers and publications which desoribe organizational activity on the campuses.

These membars of tho Conference felt that if such Anstruotions are
48sued to0 the fleld - thut eritieism of the Bureau's investlgations on college
and university campuses will be drasticsglly curtailed and possibly eliminated. I
tha Director agrees with the majority of the Conferenca, the necessary SAC Letter
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will be sent to the .£ield embodying the tore_gaing 4nstructions.

Messrss Olavin, Traoy, Fletcher and McGuire did no% agree with the
majority of ‘the Confercnce because they felt that the instructions agreed upon
by the majority would not solve the problem of future coriticism of the Bureau's
activities in conducting investigations of Communist Party and Communist front group
activities on college and university campuses and ‘they feld that investigating
Agents should be permitted to contact students whom they know to be relisble and suf-
ficiently matura to maintain such oontacts in confidence., These members of the
Confercnce feal that no chan7e should be made in present Bureau instructions other
+than to advise the Speclal Anents in-Charge that investigating Agents should
endeavor i rely upon students of known rellability in making their contacts and
conduoting subversive invastigations on campuses of colleges and universities.

Respectfully,
For the Conference

I agree with majority. I note

‘Tamm's views on P. 3-and am Clyde Tolson
mnot clear. I thought we [jave

to Army all authority to invesiigate

rosorve officers and applicants

for ‘raserve. Amn I in error?
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1947, dased Unveriher N4, 1947, concerning a situation wherein criticics wasg
levelad at the Burean due to a contact with an irresponsibvlz, imawura individe
ual on a golleze campus, The student in question wag rot dsvelopad ag an in-
formant w4 ‘ht Jdl¢cnzsion which was had with him by z%a Spreial Agsnt wag
carried to a professgor in such a manner as to give a wrong supresdioa and re-
gulted in c@ns*dgrabl embarragsment to the Bureau, You .or2 advived Lo care-
fully #crutinize ihe informant program in your division and to bs sxatresely
careful in nos cnly developing ‘dnformants, but also in dizcussicns with individe
uals on Security matters.

Another situation has arisen as a result of a conlagt zade by a Special
A IeAgent on the campns of A midwest university. The contact was for 4 legitimate ~—
& G¥readon in the coverage of subversive activity but became thge cauvse of geveral

articles in a campué paper {n which an elaborate misconstruction was placed QK“l .

upon the contact, in fact, the Bureau was accused of deing a "Gestapo."

Consideration has been given 1o the problem of adequately discharging
our responsibilities in regard to subversive activity on college campusss in
such a manner as to aveid additional unfavorable reflecticn. In order to prop-
erly follow subversive activities, particularly as they apply to youth organis
zations, it is necessary that our investigations be diligently pursued dbui at “
‘the same time definite ac¥ion must be taken to prevent any further embarragsment.
Effective immediately, therefore, in connection with your coverage of college

‘ and university campuses with respect to Communist Party and Communist front «

‘ activities and subversive activity generally, no contact 18 %o be made in the .

s\ fusure with students. If you now have informants, contacts or ssurces of in-
formation who are students, a communication should be directed to the Bureau in
regard 1o each one who you faeel is mature, reliadble and trustworthy and who, in
your opinion, should be retained in hia present status. In addition to background !
data and an analysis of his value, you should also set forth your récommendation,
A review will be made by the Bureau ¢f the information which you subtnmit on each
person and you will be advised as to whether or not he should be continued.

AL COPY FIRO N

In conducting these investigations, reliance should first be placed
on non-student outside sourges. If necegsary, contacts may be mada on the
campuges, dbut restricted to established, reliable collegs or university offi-
ci{ als. Students should be utilized oniy when approved by thes Bureagx It is ap~
preciated that at times it 18 necessary to obtain school publications ‘but you
should endeavor to obtain such school papers and publications which daseribve
organizational activity on the campug in a discreet and indirect manney, "

.
%

ORIGH

« B . {
5 I wish o again emphasize the necessity of ma:nbainznqzclose peraonal
\\\ touch with the entire informant program in your offica, *Cfi%§%3 ﬁ “2tch ag ‘the

Bursau has recently experienced dus to ocur investigative aciiwity on céliege i
lgampuses was the result of noecessgary contacts, but I desira, particularly in con;%\\‘
> ) s nection with informants and other functions cf your offieer thav-you™ho nost

/{Mﬁt to prevent such critvieism in the future,
¥ ¥ a3
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SAC, Boston March 12, 1948

et Rl ALL I ORATION CGNTA!NEBm

I I i a
[TIAL INFORMANT - MARITIME MATTERS; H E-i e Urjui .“.,J lr

PEAY
0 T o DATE 2:1e-8__BY

*

AY
& ﬂ,‘r\ ZEnclosed otr_ﬁam_mhn_a.f_a_ljter roceixaQ’JJ CJ
the Bureau from one of Roston,
Massachusettis, ds Yebruary 28, 1948, and postmarked March 1, 1948 at Roston.

It is noted that the writer addressed this letter to.a Mr. Smith, Tederal Bureau
of Investigation, Yashington, D. C., dut requested that this letter de forwarded

%o the Boston MBI Office. EALIUR T f,;
Burean files contain no such reports rnfbra to in his letter.
A eheek of 'the Bureau files revealsd no references are .completely ldentsi-

fiadle vith the writer of enclosed letter. There is ﬂt aus; below, for your
‘'possidle aseistance, information from Bureau files that may possidly idontify
the captioned individusl or a member of his family.

Reference is mades to the report of Special dated
July 3, 1941 at Bostom, your file 100-1121 Internal
Security - I* wherein nention is nade of T aa mnosaihlv heing
the son of the subject of referencet Boston Feport. of

‘the subject of that file, was an alien snemy. (100-32Z33=1)
in a Boston letier to the

Fuarther reference is nmade ‘to AI |
Bureau dated January 15, 1941 entitled * ian Activi ; .
| |a I wintmp.

U=0])

On April 13, 1942 nsorshi copy 174, volume $4426-4445,
in Bureau filee lists op, Massachuseits,'

as reported $o de the very active as
‘well in other Fascist * TO=ITUOT

You are instructed to check your indices and files for a pogsidle
record or identification of captioned individual, If he is not already known to
your office, you are requested to contact him and orslly acknowledge his letter
and at that time obdtain any such information he has that is of interest to the
Bureaun, Thls natier shonld de glven sarly attention inasmuch as Spana indicated
in his letter that he was leaving foxr Xurope in Apru. |
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VERNMENT

.DATE: March 13, 1948

AC, .Denver "
S f 2, O Gllegts <~
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS +~Zver AFLorliotf &7

27‘1 Reference is made iB SAC Letter Number 32 dated February 25, 1948,
which requested advice as to informants utilized by this office who are
students.,

I wish to advise that this office has no such informants. We
have made arrangements at the campuses at the major schools located in this
territory to obtain information with respect to possible subversive activity
on these campuses through other sources. In most instances we obtain
information from students directly through third partiés who are not students.
The students are not aware that information they furnish to these third
persons is being made available to the Bureau.

RPK:ic
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Oﬂice‘ CIIWTANaUIE + UNITED ‘GOVERNMENT

s %

10 Director, FBI ‘ ’ .DATE:. March 31,. 1948
PROMVHYSAC, Charlotte - cQuEInm , ‘
' . , ] . R 7 " f; ]
sUBJECT: DEVELOPMENT OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS /., / fn.'m f oy ‘;“ foo o
ON CRIMINAL MATTERS— | N P ST e
' . 77‘_;‘ / fi R N ‘:{“5‘4 l (

r‘ ; ~

In confornity with SAC Letter No. 47, dated April 30, 1946, this
is to advise "that no additional informents have been developed .
in the Charlotte Division during the month of March,. 1948.
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SAC, Washington Field November 21, 1947
Director, FBI

“"LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
COG0G

Reurlet 11-18-47, advising that| I 2 omployee of the
Treasury Department, has admitted to agents of the Secret Service that he is a
nember of the Commnist Party and there is strong likelihood that he will be
discharged from Treasury in the near future because of this fact.

In view of the difficulties which mst be encountered in handling

the investigation of Federal employees under the Loyalty Program, it will be
necessary to not only .nlist the cooperation of Secret Service and higher of-
Ticials in Treasury but undoubtedly the Civil Service Commission., MNo affirmative
action should be taken by your office to maxe an in‘ormant of NG -
long as he is eiployed by Traasurv.  You should, however, keep a discreet check
or. the situation as re ards ind when he is discharged further discreet
inquiries concerning ::is backgrouna should be made 1f recessary to ascertain
his cois.ection with any other organizations of a subversive nature. The results
of your inquiries, to_ethner with the conclusions and the report of Treasury on

Bl shoud be made inowti to the Bureau for consideration as to whether an
af "irmative step should be taken to attempt to make an informant o\l

Any views, comuents cr sug;estions which you or the Agents in your , !
ofilce handling CU30G and Currmnict matters may care 10 ma'e in regard to -
Vherwan should also be set forth in this memorandum to the Bureau.

J_2j:LH"-
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SAC, Washington F.eld November 21, 1947
/'/ Director, FBI

LEDEETY'OF—GOJEBMIEKT EXPLOYEES

COGOG

Reurlet 11-18-47, advising that] _| an employce of ths
Trcasury Department, has admitted to agents of the Secret Service that he is a
nenber of the Commnist Party and there is strong likelihood that he will be
discharged from Treasury in the near future because of this fact.

In view of the difficulties which mst be encountered in handling
the investigation of Federal employees under the loyalty Program, it will be
necessary to not only cnlist the cooperation of Secret Service and higher of-

ficials in Treasury but undoubtedly the Civil Service Commission. Ilo affirmative

action should be taken by your office to make an informant of us
long as he is enployed by You should, however, keep a discreet check
on the situation as re;ard and wien he is discharged further discreet
inquiries concerning his bac und should be made if necessary to ascertain
his conrection with any other organizations of a subversive nature. The results

3 quiries, together with the conclusions and the report of Treasury on

should be made knowh to the Bureau for consideration as to_whether an

affirmative step should be taken to attempt to make an informant o

Any views, corments or suggestions which you or the Agents in your
of fice handling COGOG and Cormunist matters may care to mare in regard to
Sherman should also be set forth in this memorandum to the Bureau.

Pos-
-
2

i::r. Juinn Tamn

Tele. Koom
Mr. lease
Ml.s Gandy g
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Oﬁice Memorgndzmz UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mre E. A, Tamm E: November 20, 1947
. 7 , /Ax g: Eol:on e
FROM : Mr. D, M, Ladd VAR Mr. Closs ———
N R
SUBJECT: — i § 1%‘3—.—_
2 . Our“;xﬁ_—
INFORMANTS UNDER LOYALTY PROGRAM e darbo ———
| e e
1 Mr. Neass
The Washington Field has learned that onj } an Nies ey ——> P
employee of the Treasury Department, has been the €c personnel E——
investigation within the last few weeks which uncovered information indicating that/. 'L-
he might be a Commnist, to Agent Tom Kelly of Secret Service, who was 7, ﬁ/
contacted in this matter s interrogated and admitted being a member of /
the Commnist Party for of some two months. There was no indication,
ccording to Kelly, tha had ever engaged in espionage activities and copies

of the report on himw e turned over to the Bureau within a few weeks. The

Iﬁﬁlon was made by Washington Field that consideration be given to utilizing

———————

P

as an informent in view of his admitted membership in the Party wh:Lle being

v In steps were

: as a source
of information in the COnmmist Party Government group, particul members in the
Treasury Department which would necessitate the contacting of Secret Service as to
our activity. bly also would be necessary to enter an agreement with
Treasury tha uld not be discharged until developed as an informant,
Mr. Kelly already has stated that there is no doubf be discharged from

by one means or another. After obtaining an agreement with Treasury,
would, of course, have to be contacted and his possible discharge from em—

P pointed out to him as well as the e of cooperating with the Govern-
ment. There is no present indication that would cooperate but it was
pointed out by Washington Field that the mere los Job would constitute an-
economic hardship and might be sufficient to tu.ml into an informant.

b7D

as a 'o dential Informs ln view of the difficulties with wh:l.ch we would

be Waf Secret Service and high officials of
the Wt be used to our detriment. Under the
old Hatch Ec¥ program (5] efer individual investigations of Government
employees who were cooperating with us in furnishing information which was of

 assistance in other investigations of the same type. Clearance for this policy was

obtained from the Attorney General on June 16, 1942, in reply to our memorandum of

June 8, t time were foramer in-
formant who were assisting the
Washingt :

. PR e N

An informant in Treasury and other Government agencies woulj i
desirable as information concerning membership in the Government on the ofrm oo
Comminists is lacking due no doubt to the extreme secrecy surrounding %&e -
and its activity. There are many difficulties confronting us, however, in placing
informants in the Government under The loyalty Program, As mentionied above, the
Bureau had some control over tl ] ig

JDD:LH 24




Mr. E. A, Tamm

but under the Loyalty Program if the Civil Service requests an investigation to
determine whether a person comes under Part V, Section 1, (f), such an investi-
gation must be undertaken and the employing agency is aware of this. It also
is understood that a check is made of us concerning the progress of this requested
inquiry. The subsection (f), mentioned above, pertains to "membership in,
affiliation with, or sympathetic association with any foreign or domestic orga-
nization, association .........designated by the Attorney General as totalitarian,
‘ Fascist, Commnist, or subversive........." It would be necessary, therefore,
to not only have some approval from the Attorney General or, at least, give him
some knowledge of our holding any investigation in abeyance concerning a Govern-
ment employee who was cooperating with us but it would also be necessary to have
some agreement with Civil Service and probably the employing agency to defer an
inquiry. This would be practically impossible to handle on a confidential basis,
as well as being cumbersome, and we are, therefore, faced with the necessity of
conducting an investigation of an informant in the Federal Government if we
attempt to use such an individual., No affirmative steps, therefore, are possible
l I'in gaining informant coverage in the different Government departments unless

particular individuals come forward and voluntarily furnish this assistance,
RECOMMENDATION

1) There is attached for your approval a memorandum to Washington Field
advising that no affirmative steps should be taken to attempt to meke Meyer
Sherman a confidential informant, At the same time the Washington Field is
being advised to keep track of the employment of and when he is dismissed,
as soon as possible additional inquiries be made of a creet nature to determine
whether at that time he may not be interviewed as informant material, No inter-
view is to be conducted, however, without first furnishing the Bureau the results
of the Treasury investigation, together with additional discreet checks on

and an opinion by the SAC as to the advisability and possible success of
an interview,

2) In view of the practically insurmountable difficulties with which we
confronted under the Loyalty Program, no attempt should be made at this
ime to establish a policy of obtaining informants in the Government agencies.
the other hand, if any field office submits the name of a possible informant
iring no affirmative action on our part but merely the acceptance of infor-
mation from the individual, such should be accepted if the circumstances of
each individual case indicate no possible embarrassment to the Bureau,

3) Under Recommendation #2 it was stated that we could accept informants
who volunteer their assistance but if any field office submits the name of a
possible informant requiring action on the part of the field in developing or
encouraging an individual, it is further recommended that generally approval not
~ be given. Two fairly recent examples handled by the informant desk of this

-2 -
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Mr., E, A, Tamm

type involved a Bureau of Prison guard at the Atlanta penitentiary, a member

of the UFWA, in which case Atlanta was advised to take no steps in developing
him as an informant but any information which he wolunteered should be accepted.
The other case involved an employee of War Assets Administration in Honolulu
who appeared at that office and admitted being a former member of the Communist
Party. Honolulu was advised to take no affirmative steps towards making an in-
formant in view of his employment and an additional reason was the fact that

he had been investigated by the Bureau in the past under the Hatch Act.

Attachment



840, Bew York Crvpdlas ‘
s ‘Director, FBI 4 2 },,/
P £ P ,
' CeonrIDERTIAL THFORMANTS S Gan/l FHCelligonce WoAK o
COMMUNIST PARTY, USA .
Internsl Sccurit’;y c Au— mfz:g;lu Ar{w cﬁ'ﬂﬂmfﬂ |
un; A
H!.Né' #¢ {mbx e b7D
Reurlet Jsnuary 21, 191:5, in advised that the physical %
surveillance requested by the Bureau on had ‘been ccupl.tod and the JQ/
results thereof set forth in the report of Speclal Agent Johm M. Collins
dated Jamuary 6, 158, at New York City in ‘the case o 1
Interndl Sscurity - C.
A this report does not indicate that detsils of the
sctivity of set forth in a manner similar to the reports of
surveillances | You rc requested to viu
‘the surveillance logs of the ten day surve
‘submit to the Bureau detalls of the daily rout.hn ot
Average time whon be left his residence for Communist Party g
headquarters; ::57
Nanner of daily travel such as subway, taxi, or by walking; if és o
he walked, the usual streets which he used; S
Any places which he may have frequented such as newspaper atand-,s - ;c,: a
cigar stores, or the like; b ™y
Any particular restaurant or restsurants which he rrequentod for ', B
breakfast, lunch, or dinner; AL 35 " m !
= ) i
Any other item of interest on Johnson's habits which could be used G; T
as an svenus of approach, which approach would be made to him when * . |’
he is alone end in the course of his regular routins. e ﬁs
Por example, it may be deemed desirable ‘to make a contact with }_
in a -casual manner in.a favorite esting place or in the course of b7
régular travel to or from work or at soms ‘public meeting. a
‘The results of r ok of the »nu;nilhpo logl as sbove l i
‘Teques RNt to the (Bureau as .soon"as po-} bha?fffu?—z b P
T Y A TERET o) % oy BB ok’ s ? :
S MAILED 11 y(gu.,‘pw*;w;\f | ( %; R Z
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROB: T . g
FRT AUTCMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CUIDE ’}’(L ‘BUREAU OF INVES
DATE 0B-12-2014 . &% “3TATES 'DEPARTMENT

: i

" FB5M72KT70 ‘
, L To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. - ;
. Transmit the following message to: &IjIL 16, 1943.;,
.y . SAC, ¥ET YORK
A | L0S ANGTIES
f
- \mm URGENT — conzn, )

STRICTLY cox%rrm. ADVISE TIMEDIATELY IF YOU HAVE ANE-TXFORMANS

LATIN: DESCENT ¥HO YIOULD BE TRUSTVORTHY, CAPAELE, AND UILLIN PROCEED

CUBA 'UNDER COVER FOR PURPCSE ATTEMPIED PRNETRATION COMNUNIST PARTY
.| OR COLXUNIST ORGANIZATIONS. MO ACTIOK SHOULD EE TAKEN EXCHPT AIVISE
BUREAU YOUR RECOMMENZATION. q(@)
HOOVER

§
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AULINFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN-1S UNCLASSIFIED
EXCEPT WHISI SHOWN
OTHERWISE
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pATE: April 20, 1948

TO s+ Director, FBI
M~ 0 i
& SAC, B°j"jn Contideviial Iuscnants 1w i
4tB1ECT: | ' (leve ll.:\\— _'Ihrl“ aC N A)sn k- LD
POTENTIAL INFORMANT - - (benverial--
MARITIME MATTERS;
INTERNAL SECURITY - C
Lé-Lsye=32~-Vol ,
‘Pursuant to instructions contained' in Bureau letter dated March 12, 1
1948 | was interviewed and receipt of his letter to the

Burean was acknowledged at that time.

Fron information developed during interview with this individual,
4t is believed that he possesses no ‘information of value‘ to the Bureau nor
will he be placed in a position offering such assistance in the future.

\
Regarding his leaving for" Burope, he stated that it was his desire
in Rome, Italy, doing translation work

to obtain a job with a new service
btut that no definite arrangements il'xad yet been initiated.

No -further efforts will 'b& made to contact SPANO.

_ LHB/jas L1}
ALLIEFCRYTON pomamep

HERERY S a2y
DATE 28l g 0,
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. MEMORANDUN FOR MR. TAMM IMJEILLL&LB’{ EITIN D)

CLEGG
\ | e el
; I have :recently had called to my attention the following
) ‘matters which I would like to have you carefully consider and subnmit
X

your recommendations to me for possible further action:
o 1., Loyslty Program

In one divisional office, considerable success has been
achieved in meeting the Bureau'!s deadlines in Loyalty of Government
| ‘Bmployee cases by the Specia Agent in Charge insisting that all
deadlines be met, The observation was made ‘that the setting of dead-
| lines in these cases has increased the efficiency of ‘the Agents in
: handling them in that it requires a constant drive on their part 4in
planning ‘their work a day -in advance and in executing the plan in
“ order to.meet the deadlines. The newer Agents working on these cases
are being given instructions daily in how to: bandle them and how to .
.. meet ‘their problems. <Each morning a conference 4s held for the Agents '~
. 'handling 'Loyalty of Government Employee cases, at which time. the
problems arising in connection ‘with these cases are discussed, questions
are answered, ‘thus simplifying the supervision of these cases and en-

SR larging ‘the knowledge of the Agents by a sharing of the experience of
: each’other in these cases.

W X
C o N R R “7?' /{ '
' s \

} \' 2, Deval'opme'nt of Informar‘xé@ g |‘4‘?j‘ - "f»f‘" ’ﬂj"
a It has been suggested ‘the Loyalb@l:?ﬁmzﬁx dttlers many S

'. ] opportunities if properly exploited in the development of informants
: in Comnunist matters. In one office the procedure for alerting the
o ‘< Communist Squad to possible dinformants is Yo have the Agents ‘working
Breo o . on Loyalty of Government Employee ¢ases write a brief memorandum on
. possible informants so ‘that the data concerning -the possible informant
<, can'be assembled and a letter written to the Bureau requesting the
I %  necessary authority to proceed with the development of ‘the informant.
oY Tt is felt that since many new Agents are assigned to this type of
. investigation, their attention should be directed to this possibility
. »as many former Communists are :intexrviewed as well as people who have
“been approached by the Communists to Join -the Communist Party, with the’

result\that such individuals may well be considered as possible .sources
of in tion and Bureau informants.

N
7 INAY7-1342
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3. Development of Agents in the Handling of Technical Equipnent‘

‘The observation has been made that in every office only a few
if any Special Agents are fully qualified to handle sound equipment,
to act with confidence with a camera, to make plaster casts, etcs
While the Bureauls training program seeks to qualify Agents :in ‘these
fields, 4t has been suggested that valuable results might be achieved
by the preparation of a questionnaire to the field to discover -which
Agents among the field employees are particularly interested 4in such
subjects so that additional Anstruction 4n the field and at the Seat
of Governpment might be given to such employees. It has been further
suggested -that ‘an Agent who is interested in sound work, for instance,
should as in our Accountantts training program be assigned in ‘the
field under -the supervision of the sound man in -that particular office
to make necessary 4installations and a report should be submitted to
‘the Bureau on the development of 'such an employee setting forth the
type of installations made and the problems encountered. It was felt
that this should also apply to ‘the use of the Photorecord camera where
the set up and the time consumed 'in setting it vwp and dismantling it
are of dmportance.

*

4s Firearms Training and -the Handling of Bureau ¥ieapons ;

The observation has been made that in recent months a lack of :
inowledge on the part of Agents in dismantling weapons has been noted.
r It was felt that the newer men should be further instructed along this
i line, The suggestion was made that in each field office for a period
of 'six months, groups of Agents should be assembled under a firearms
expert and given specific instructions in the care of firearms and each
Agent so selected for this training should be given the assignment for
several months each year to be responsible for the firearms in the
office. \

5. Internal Security Program ~ Communism

My attention has been called to the fact that when the Bureau
SLirst started dnquiring into Communist activities, many of the cases
‘were opened under 61 :and 65 classifications. I have been informed that
4in many of these files valuable lists of Communists for ‘the years
1939 to 1941 appear and that on many of these people no recent dinfor-
mation is available :in our files. A strong possibility exists that
information relating to members of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and
persons trained in Communist schools in Russia might appear and that
the names of many of these people would not appear in the presently
segregated Communist indices. While it 4is true that most of the 65
clagsification cases would relate to German-and Japanese matters, it
was suggested that some consideration -should now be given to a review
of these files for the preparation of the Communist indices now being




set up -in ‘the field., It °was felt that a review of these files :in
spite of the additional time and effort -that might be required would
be of value in disclosing members ©f the Abraham Lincoln Brigade,
‘persons ‘trained in Russian schools, sources of information such as
" former Comnunists who might be dnterviewed in Loyalty of Government
Employee cases or dn furnishing evidence in cases of Communists who
might be taken dAnto custody in the event of hostilities, possible
informants, possible hideouts of Communists and leads for information
ag to the present membership of Communist Party branches in which
there are presently no informantse.

As I have indicated, I am desirous of having you give these
suggestions and observations your immediate consideration and study
in order ‘that appropriate recommendations can be submitted to me for
further consideration and action,

Very ‘truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover
‘Director
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OFPICE MEMORANIUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT :
T0 1 <THE DIRECTOR { DATE: May 17, 1948
FROM  :  JOINT COMMITTEE |
SUBJECT:  SUGGESTION NO. 910 :
EMPLOYEE: JINSPEGTOR M. E. GURNEA SAVINGS; NONE
o « : . AWARD: NONE )
ZA L] ¥ s
, MEMBERS PRESENT: R. T. HARBO ’
, H. B. LONG ,
$. K. MoKEE

SUGTESTION: That tho present polioy of segregating’ / dex sards g general
) ; dnvestigutive coni‘idontia'l informants - - cards on-oonfidential
_natienal ‘defense info nts he elj.minatod. At present eavh of
these is treated as & Separate group of cards, and within ‘each
group they are sub-divided first by geographic location and ‘then .
are arranged in alphabetical sequence within oaoh sub-division. ’

o

“‘The Joint Committee felt that it makes 1iftle difference asz to
whether they are maintained separately as at present or are
erged :into a single file. Accordingly, it is the recommendation
of the Joint Committes thet no change be made. ,

' JOINT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION.: Unanimously unfavorable.

-‘.
'

"m:cvnvs CONFERENCE RECOMMENDATION: Exscutive Conference 5/21/48 unanimously
unfavorable, Present Messrs. Tolson, Tamm, ‘Tracy, Glavin, Mohr,
¥. H. McCabe, Fletoher, Roscn, ﬂoase and Hardo.

; ’ » Ros“pocti‘uny,
For the Conferencs
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| OFFICE VEVORANDUY ~ UNTTSD STATES COVERN/RNT '

T0 3 MR. CLEGG TATE: May 6, 1948

FROM M, E. CURNEA
SUBJECT: CONFIDENTITAL INFORIANT JNDEX

It is ‘the present policy to keep the Andex cards on security
and general investigative Anformants in separate sections of the confidential
informant dndex £ile. T can see that this serves mo purpose, It is suggested
that these cards be filed strictly on R greographical basis, irrespectiva of
tha type of information the informants may Le expected to give. The number
of confidential informants, of course, ds not as great as the sources of
ini‘grmation and 1 can see no peason why ‘the vonsolidation would cause any
confusion. .
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‘Letters:No.. 152 dated November 2k, Agk7; shd-No. 32 dated February: 25, 1948,
| :entitled: "Confidential Informbntd’ “ ‘pointing:out ‘that various situations had :
‘ ‘»:developea which ‘had: piaced the - Bureau n embarrassing positions by reaeon of

’contacts ‘wede on' conege campuses. i s ) : | ',:;“

"’appucant mttora Asinot required.. Applicant matters-shall” include- such :mveeti-
‘gations as the -Atomic. Energy Act, applicant and. employee 5. Loyalty of. Govemmen
*,Employees yand' aimilar types of" mvestigations. . - o &
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{B): INVESTIGATIONS ‘AT comonsfm Ivms}wms %. Reserehcs gs npde t3: sAC"

3 .

?ffective inttediately,. before ‘any mtemal seour* ty. type*of fnveotiga-

‘tions are:conducted of students, faculty nenbers:or: organizations on:campuges . of’
‘colleges  or universities;, prior Bureau: authobity must ‘be obtained.. ‘Burean -
’;‘authority -shall:also  be,obtained prior A0 conductmg any - interview with 8« studenh
or- faculty member!concommg tho ‘subject of any.’ type of intenml“securtty ox
:security, natter investiga.t.ion ’ whether that sub.jeot ‘Ye.an. ind.ividu.al or. an ‘ Bl
:.organiza.tion. ' ‘ TICH 3

-2

Such authority shall be requeeted* of ‘the: Bureamby letter eotting forth
in. detail the reasons. why :you- believe ‘the mvestigatipn is necessary .so :that. your

o ;requestf to conduct the. investigation s fullysubstantiated.. If time:ls of. the 53
. -essence, you-should, of course, utilize. the. ‘teletype-or ‘telephons . whichever 18
‘,‘;;most appropriate to.- ‘convey: your request for the neceseary authority. A *”

Bureau authority “to conduct interviews at: coneges and. universities m
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(B) CONFIDENTIAL
- confidential dnformants: 48 not’ “to-bekept in. Buresu spaceeovemight. AlY :trash
ived.is’ to be ‘processed  and disposed.of ‘the. ‘same .day.’
s retained for.in

-‘Processed .trash: which
g vestigative or:other purposes - ‘of"the Burean.of . ‘coyrse-. is‘not
éf included wibhin the provision ,tha.t trash Aa to be dispoeed of.‘ the- day «*received.

. Xt 1s recognized that when trash 18 received, all types of materia}. such
;as inflammable ‘material or.

naterial .which.is- easlly  the subject of spontanecus. .
. combustion- way-be: included, ‘It,is: gre'cbgmized ‘that the procedure. outlined a‘oove»
‘will: roquire.some-officed to :alter

R s RN

-present. practices. Immediate- steps:should: be» ’
. .taXen ‘to-inswre: that the trash 18:4

isposed:of In suchia mannex that: it will.not -
~renain-in. Biureau. _8pace-” ovemight. 80 far as the dis’oosition of office. ‘tragh- s’ .
concemed all: SAC'smusb 1naure ‘that 1!: :‘.s handled in such: 8 manner ‘to: msure that
f o, fire haza,rd is: mvolved. g "
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bility. It is realized, of course, that it is not possible to :dinitate daily

_reflecting sufficient identifying data on & potential informant to permit t:i
writing ‘to. the Bureau requesting mecessary authority for the purpose of conf

‘Bureau doas mot desire ‘that any c¢riticism result from ‘the handling of a loyalty

terviewed in "the loyalty dnvestigation.

‘SAC LETTER ¥ Sear ¢ 6y e m-. John Edgar Hooon: >

(D) LOYALTY PROGRAM - CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS ==

T. LOYALTY PROGRAM -~ Reports reaching the Bureau indicate ‘that the Bureau's
insistence that deadlines be mot in loyalty cases has had a most salutary effect.
It has been observed that ‘the meeting of these deadlines hag resulted in increased.
efficiency on the part of the Agents in handling their assignments, -in that it !
requires a constant drive on ‘the part of the Agents in planning their work dn
advance and in executing Jtheix‘ plans. 1

As you Jnow, tho Bureau has a ‘tremendous responsibility under ‘the Loyalty

Program and it {s absolutely imperative that we sarry out 'this responsibility ’wjth '
dispatch and thoroughness.

In connection with ‘the handling of loyalty cases, consideration should
be given to frequent conferences in order to permit a discussion of problems
arising, the answering of questions, and generally enlarging the knowledge of the
Agents by a sharing of the experience of each othsr. Congideration should be
given to holding brief conferences each morning with the Agents handling this
type of case. .Iu one divisional office where 'this practice has been -instituted,
1t has been found beneficial not only to the Agents working on the cases but also
has simplified the supervision on the part of those charged with this responsi-

conferences in some field offices where thare are a large number of resident
Agents and Agents on the road. However, it is suggested that where feasible,
serious consideration should be given to this means of possibla assistance in
the handling of these cases. R f i
"’"“"U‘p,'f’fu/ [ v afeme, 0 ff/
Il. DEVELOPMENT OF INFORMANTS - TIn handling loyalty cases, m must be el
alert ‘to the possibility of develdping confidential informants in Communist angibEe
goneral security matter., In those instances whers an :Andividual interviewed }
appears to be ‘in possession of information concerning Communism or other gene
security matters, appropriate steps should be taken to arrange for subsequent
contact with ‘that person fior the purpose of possible development of him as ay
informant. One offjice has adopted the procedure of preparing a brief memors

"xim and proceeding with attempts t¢ develop him.
Care should be exercised in any endeavor along -this 1ine, since tho

case because of questions propounded of the witness during the time he is in-

13 truly yours, ‘ .
ALL B GONTARED -
Series 1948 if‘.xmi el ois di = RFGORDEU
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Oﬁice Memomndzmz fJNIi‘BD STATES GOVERNMENT

,.,,,.N

j f/7' TO : Director, FBI ‘ DATE:  6-10-48

FR%;: SAC, Boston
SUBJRCT: B-C BRANCH, .AASCW

INTERMAL SECURITY - C I i |
@ont 'deh"ﬁ'lal Ihfﬁ-\mh\\'ﬁ S N/ quM’L FHe Ll igerce ]
W oy

Reference is m,ade to Bureau SAC Letter 377, dated 5-15-48, and
particularly .to Section B thereof. .

‘Bureau authority is requested to go upon the campi of Harvard
College and Massachusetts Institute of Technology in order to. 1
conduct investigation in these cases. It is noted that currently
the Boston Division has .informants in both organizations and that
the greater bulk of the work will be done by these informants.
4 ‘However, it is occasionally necessary to -visit record offices
" at these schools in:order to obtain additional identifying date
* concerning -the merbers. Moreover, it is occasionally necessary -
to havo an Agent 4ttond a public.meeting sponsored by these or-
: ganizations at. i'nstitution halls..

It is not- &nticipéted that any action will be taken which will
in any way. em’oarrass the Bureau. ‘

<l‘

BSG:ak

ﬁg’pf,’f;‘j i WWZ?TQFUAI 1{1] 4 RECORDED'- EANCE éé
i A
v |

7y
taers il ol u.tULﬁ':}ﬁ‘hE;Eﬂ‘

ENTE2z2.0_ Y.




}\ SAO' Boston Jﬂl}"8, 1948
f ‘Directar, FBX

BOSTON-CAMBRIDGE EitANCH
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCIENTIFIC WORKERS
INTERNAL SECURITY -~ C

Your file #100-2031
| ‘Bureau file WS&-B 5 Z .
[ RECORDED 124 Reurlet dated June 1 191.8, captioned as above requesting :
I‘_ Bureau-authority to conduct mmstigations at Harvard College and the :

B 46 Massachusetts Institute of Technology in connection with the above case.
4 EX‘ Your letter indicated that investigations in these schools would be limited to.
visits to record offices and attendances at public gatherings. '

In accordance with your request, Bureau asuthority is hereby
given to you to visit the record offices at Harvard College and the
Massachusetts ;Institute of Technology snd to attend public gatherings
-at ‘these t‘!g schools when'necessary to properly investigate the ahpve
case, However, MVeatigation of these schools must be handled withh =
the utmost, nare.and discretion 4in order that no enbmssment""t,o 5D
Bureau will resn].t. o

ﬂk ‘l-

)¢ MAILED 9
I% JUL 9 1348

FEOERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGAT
U, 8. DLPARIMENY OF JUSTICE




o g 4 DATE: Junez 1948

m
FROM :  p oy, anL

. O
{ SUBJECT:  CONFIDENTIAL NAPIONAL DEFENSE

INRORUNTS 11 Gen ) Tnel) lboek —Genl,

FENENRRENNUNEEN
3

Under date of October 21,‘1947, SAC letter number 139 was M. Neasge = "

- issued directing all Special Agents in Charge to furnish an individual e bastr———
letter on each natiocnal defence informant setting out the inforrant's

: background and history, particularly of an organizational character. {?he
. reason for this SAC letter was that complete inforration concerning- ‘the
) activities of our informsnts, particularly on Commnlst zatters, had not been
transeitted to the Bureau in the past ard in the preparation of the brief it
was essential trat we have at least s much information on our informante as
vas required by the Comrxunist Party.

‘The letters which have been received in the Bureau have all been handled
and new confidential inforrant cards made for the informant indices, However,
a check has revealed that a considsrable number of letters have not, been-fur-
nished to the Bureau by the field. s

Y R

RECOMMENDATION S

There 1c attached for approval a proposed letter to all Special Agents
in Charge referenced to the.provious SAC letter number 139 and directing that
an indivicdual commnication de sent to the. Burean on each and every national
defense informant setting forth background, organizational 1nformation.an&*-~\
general historical data. f%?::"_

Enclosure
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" Hnited Sfates Department of Justice ; - 2 ) 'I’O'I‘I‘
Hederal Bureau of Inuestigation - :

Washingtan 25, D. ¢. SAC LETTER NO. 90
' Series 1948

, IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO

il June 12, 1948
. SAC  ALBANY DENVER MILWAUKEE RICHMOND
' ANCHORAGE "DETROIT MOBILE S_T. ,LOUIAS
Qé ATLANTA EL PASO NEWARK ST. PAUL
BALTIMORE HONOLULU. NEW 'HAV_EN SALT LAKE CITY
' BIBMINGHAM  HOUSTON NEW ORLEANS SAN ANTONIO
; BOSTON INDIANAPOLIS NEW YORK SAN DIEGO |
‘BUFFALO KANSAS CITY NORFOLK SAN FRANCISCO
BUTTE KNOXVILLE OKLAHOMA CITY SAN JUAN
CHARLOTTE LITTLE ROCK -OMAHA ‘ 'SAVANNAH
CHICAGO LOS -ANGELES PHILADELPHIA SEATTLE
CINCINNATI  LOUISVILLE PHOENIX -SPRINGFIELD
CLEVELAND MEMPHIS ‘PITTSBURGH WASHINGTON, D. C.
DALLAS MIAMI PORTLAND QUANTICO
RE: CONFIDENTIAL NATIONAYL DEFENSE INFORMANTS ,c“q
‘ % ; Reference is made to SAC Ietter No. 139, dated October 21, 1947, entitled ‘,\
"Communist Confidential Informents, Communist Party History" dircctingrthat each F
ft?\ Communist informant be intexrviewed and. his complete background and history m }
» "W Party activities be obtained and submitted ‘40 the Bureau. R
' Tt was also stated that the interviews were not to be confined solely \.’.5:
to Comiunist infoxmants, but the ‘same type of interrogation should be had of eath 0
and every national defense informent vho was furnishing information. of a subversive
nature, ’ o
&
\é _The letters sutmitted in response to SAC Letter No. 139 have now been g
~ grocgssed a‘x}d.,‘gt_ hes been noted that a considerable number have not ‘veen. trans= a
p\g ‘m;ttqd,' to the Bureau. -You are requested to check Immedfately and determine whethar ™
an individval communication has been furmnished to the Bureau regarding each and 2
§ every national defense informent furnishing information of & subversive nature. ’S‘
5 2 P o g 5 "
3 If en appropriate letter has not been sutmitted you should conduct any &
necegsary interviews and furnish the information outlined in SAC letter No. 139 as
soon as possibdble.
ALLBIFG 723 ooy oy sy, | S/
. LU, AL Very truly yours,
Q !N:'V\{! '2 "r ) .y {r‘ 3“5 E‘D ] “;2542 3 —
e John Edgar Hoover NOT. RECORDIY

t4ley

Sebice ol waunr a8 i
7L U 21 138,

m-i-l&ﬁl-wam&;ﬁzabmuq, phrester
- RAILED DUPLICATE YELIQ

7 TUN231948
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Memorandum

g
UNJTED STATES

ALL INFORMATION C
BEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED,

¢

30 ,De M. Ladd ‘EXCEPT WHERE SHOMN > DATE:

_ 0 Ty s

FROM : g, B, Fletche %QES}S‘E% )
X/{ SUBJECT: VELO VA JoR NATTONAL |REASCH *;Qf'.*gﬂﬁh.si?{i.. /A

COMMUNIST_PARTY_FIGURES.AS 0 LA FOR
) ADAZE Ur ittty

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS D%ssx ICATIOY. .- v
Purpose- ’ Qggh

‘This memorandum has been prepared to set out the status_of the’p $et
undertaken by the Seat of Qoveynment: and the New York Division to ascertain
whether any of the higher ranking Communists cowld be approached as possible
Anformants. At one time two-agents in New York worked on this project as a
special and reviewed many possibilities, some of which were submitted to the
Bureau for approval.

It will also-be recalled that the E‘::‘:;_@_t_ile_wse
on September 29,. 1947, recomme at. if a_good possibility was located, the
approac ‘made_throu manner. Of the individu

mended, none have been_approved by the Director and an approach by

this time to any of :the individuals considered as

not.been ma 't jo
méterialo ,; l/(’ ’

DECLASSIFIED, BY. % e S e Q\"
% j N TRT0. ‘— 2Pt SRAT 7 ki
Individuals Considered as Im‘ormant-'ltai;erialsl . “’3’.’3 - ajﬁ' Qg, * )

The New York Office reviewed the files of all persons who were elected
originally-to the present National Board, the National Committee, and the National
‘Review:Comnission.of ‘the Communist Party, USA, from the New York area. The
exanination:was. conducted looking for weaknesses of these.persons which could be
exploited, disaffection, and proximity to national headquarters. Stress was ,
placed.on financial weakness and any violations of the Compunist tenets unknown.
to the Party. In addition, the files of the members of ‘the New York State :
Committee and persons employed - at Party headquarters, 35 East 12th Street,

Yew York:'City, were also reviewed even though they held no positions of
prominence. As.a result,,l“ — E— EE—

,l SRz

= :In addition to the .above, it}

b7D

LS 2~ 3

]
417

high Communis{ Party official.

I:_Lilijh whom the Bureau had 'cém’siderablet'e%grigggg‘)gexml Years _ago,
might ‘betin a position ta act as_ a go-between or who might have access.to.a

In view. of the Bureauts

this suggestion was overruled-by the Seat of Goverrment.

, The names; above';lis Y ¢
the best possibilities.such as

Ppreliminary physical ’Sin-v"e'i,,llgnceé‘xordered to determine-

e a = 1 "ﬁ
o AG L g

, habits foxed
urposes. "ngeralf memoranda weré'‘prepared-concerning !
but. the Dirécfor did not deem an approach.to any o% T

&e@me withTompkins,

Seat of Govermment and
carefully reviewed;and, -
their. daily \
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Present Possibilities as Informants

At the present time[ _h, who has held.a position of prominence
in_the Party and °°Wommwm&£mﬂ

‘he was a Communist and could not be bought;

\\

SR

made about a year ago prior to_ the institution of_ this project, is in disfayor

and all indications.peint.to his _being replace stern
Pernsylvania area. When the review.of the references to was made
some time ago, it was believed at that time' that he may have-been an informant

-for .some other interest but it was not deemed desirable, after our review was

made, that he be approached by us. His present status in the Party may cause
him to become dissatisfied:with his lot and his situation is being carefully

‘followed to determine whether he may not be approached by| in the near
- ‘high plane

Sfuture. . & . g or close to the national
headquarters _ the Party,
‘appears to be , roach_In "the near fufure. It was.

not recommended. 1n a memorandum ouaxgp_a,m”that‘he-bc_appnmh%g_t

that time as he had Just been transferred from Chio to his present position in

New York City and all 1ndicat.ions -pointed :to his.being d up in his new
Job. It was-also point n ,that‘nenora.ndun—f-h-Lt |had been approached
in 1943 by a subagent o t:-which time indica unequivocally that

| of all the Party leaders does not appear to be.the ,mintant
revolutio "of Communist but.is more cancerned.with the lelsurely, c

-exploitation of Commnist-doctrines. .He does not have:the Moscow training

some of the additional revolutionary ‘attributes of .the other high Party leader

‘An ‘approach to carefully prepered to ;prevent .any-suspicion
on:his part that the indixIdnal Is a provecateur may produce good results. .A

‘physical surveillance:of [previocusly conducted did not reveal any avemue

of approach and, therefore, .the rec ation, as previously stated, was not
made that meke any contact, still bei»g.kept..in.mind..a.s a

good: poss: .y but no effort will be made at_the pre

1 ml.conmtion—of-thc.hrxy.xhicmu.hm on N
16D snihle-axmt.of-high-mtthadeu.in.the \

o

Future Possibilities

1. The 'special Federal Grand is ected
indictments shortly concerning the 12 members of the National Board of the Com-

munist Party. Undoubtedly, none of these individuals will be approachable as
informants_or otherwise when that action i1s taken. Whether the arrest is made
by Bureau ‘Agents.or United States Marshals, the members of the National Board

will undoubtedly refuse to talk to anyone but thelr attorneys. Some: confusion,.
however, will resuvlt within the Party as replacements will have to be made in

‘certain positions in order that -the Party can adequately function if the leaders

are-under indictment. Dissatisfaction may result .in ‘these appointments and by
carsfully watching the situation, an informant possibility may present itself.
There will also be some reshuffling of Communists on lower levels which may give
some of our present informants or informant possibilities promotions which will
enable them to work for us on a much higher level within the:Party.

. =2 =
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26 The_t%_t%gﬁ_(:mntion of the Commmunist Party will be held in New

“York City August 2 to 5, J9l I he_sppeintaent.of
W _members -to the National Committee. When these appointments are made, the
mémbers of the new Natio Committee may be reviewed as:was done by the New
York Office last ye rmine. whether any of them are approachable ‘as
poesible in<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>